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COMMONWEALTH  OF  AUSTRALIA. 


PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATES. 

SESSION  1909. 
(FOURTH  SESSION  OF  THE  THIRD  PARLIAMENT,) 


0     EID-W^.  "STII. 
IN   SIX  VOLUMES. 


VOL,  XLIX. 

(Compriging  the  period  Jrom  S6ih  May  to  loth  July,  1900.) 


SENATE  AND  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 


PfitUtd  and  Pubiisked  for  the  Goveknmbnt  of  the  Oomhomwkalth  of  Aitstbalia  by 
J.  KvHr,  OovenmaU  Printer  forth*  State  of  Victoria. 
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PARLIAMENT  OF  THE  COMMONWEALTH 


GOVERNOR-GENERAL. 

His  Excellency  the  Right  Honorable  William  Hdhblb,  Earl  op  Dudut,  P.O.,  Knight 
Gnmd  Crow  of  the  Moat  Distinguished  Order  of  Saint  Uichoel  and  Saint  George, 
Knif^ht  Grand  Cross  of  the  RoyiU  Victoriao  Order,  and  Oommander-in-C3iief  of  Uie 
Commonwealth  of  Australia. 


FISHER  ADMINISTRATION. 

{Fnm  \3th  November,  1908,  to  iad  June,  1909.) 


Treasurer 
Attorney  •General 
Minister  of  External  Afiairt* 
Minister  of  Home  Affiurs  ... 
Postmaster -General 
Minister  of  Defence 
Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs 
Vice-President    of    the  Executive 

Coancil 
Honorary  MiniEiter 


The  Honorable  Andrew  Fisher. 

The  Honorable  William  Morris  Hughes. 

The  Honorable  Egerton  Lee  Batohelor. 

The  Honorable  Hu^h  Mahoo, 

The  Honorable  Jo«iah  Thomas. 

The  Honorable  George  Foster  Pearce. 

The  Honorable  FranK  Gwynne  Tudor. 

The  Honorable  Gr^or  MoTln^or. 

James  Hutchison,  Esquire. 


DEAKIN  ADMINISTRATION. 


Prime  Minister  (without  poitfolio) ... 

Miniater  of  Defence 

Treasarer 

Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs 
Minister  of  External  A&irs 
Attorney-General ... 
Poetmaster-General 
Ministerof  Home  Aflairs  ... 
Vice-President    of   the  Executive 

Council 
Honorary  Minister 


{From  2nd  June,  1909.) 

The  Honorable  Alfred  Deakin. 
The  Honorable  Joseph  Cook 

The  Right  Honorable  Sir  John  Forrest,  P.C.,  (J.CSI.G. 
The  Honorable  Sir  Robert  Wallace  Best,  K.C.M.G. 
The  Honorable  Littleton  Ernest  Groom. 
The  Honorable  Patrick  McMahon  Glynn. 
The  Honorable  Sir  John  Quick, 
The  HonoraUe  George  Warhurton  Fuller. 
The  Honorable  Edward  Davis  Millen. 

Colonel  the  HonoraUe  Justin  Fox  Greenlaw  Foxton,  C.U.G. 
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MEMBERS  OF  THE  SENATE. 


TuiKD  PaBLIAHENT. — FODETH  SESSION. 

Prtaiderd — Lieut. -Colonel  the  Honorable  Sir  Albert  John  Goald,  V.D. 
ChairvMM  of  Committees — The  HoDontble  Henry  Dobson. 


Best,  Hon.  Sir  Robert  Wallace,  K.C.&I.G. 

Cameron,  Lieat. -Colonel  the  Hon.  Cyril  St.  Clair 

Chataway,  Thomae  Drinkwater 

demons.  Hod.  John  Singleton 

Croft,  John  William 

de  Lwgie,  Hon.  Hogfa 

B  Dob»on,  Hon.  Henry 

Findley,  Edward  ... 

1  Fraser,  Hon.  Simon 

Qivens,  Thomas 

Gould,  Lieut.  -Colonel,  tbeHou.  Sir  Albert  John,  V.D. 

Gray.  John  Proctor... 

Gnthrie,  Robert  Storrie 

Henderson.  George  ... 

Keating,  Hon.  John  Henry  ... 

I^nch,  Patrick  Joseph 

Bbcfarlane,  Hon.  James 

*  McColl,  Hon.  James  Hiers 
McGregor,  Hon.  Gregor 
Millen,  Hon.  Edward  DaviB 
Hulcahy,  Hon.  Edward 
Needbam,  Edward  ... 

*  Neild,  Colonel,  the  Hon.  John  Cash ... 
s  Pearce,  Hon.  George  Foster 
Fobfuxi,  Edward  ... 

RoBsell,  Edward  John 

RosBell,  William  ... 

St.  Ledger,  Anthony  James  Joseph  ... 

Sayers,  Robert  John 

Stewart,  Hon.  James  Charles 

fitory,  William  Harrison 

Srmon,  Hon.  Sir  Josiah  Henry,  K.C.M.G.,  K.C. 
iftenwith,  Hon.  William  Arthur 
s  Tnrley,  Henry 

*  Vardon,  JosOT^  ... 
Walker,  Hon.  James  Thomas 


Victoria. 
Tasmania. 
Queensland. 
Tasroania.  . 
Western  Auntralia 
Western  Australia. 
Tasmania. 
Victoria. 
Victoria. 
Queensland. 
New  South  Wales. 
New  South  Wales. 
South  Australia. 
Western  Australia. 
Tasmania. 
Western  Australia. 
Tasmania. 
Victoria. 
South  Attbtralia. 
New  South  Wales. 
Tasmania 
Western  Australia, 
New  South  Wales. 
Western  Anstralta. 
New  South  Wales. 
Victoria. 
South  Australia. 
Queensland , 
Queensland. 
Queensland. 
South  Australia. 
South  Australia. 
VictoriB. 
Queensland. 
South  Australia. 
New  South  Wales. 


I  SwMn  £lrt  FefonuTT,  1907. 

t  Bleeted  Cliatnnui  o1  OMnmlttees,  21rt  Webtaair,  1M7.    KMlgaed  IStb  Novmbw,  IMS. 

S  Bketion  dadsrad  votd,  Urt  Hsr,  1007.   Kleeted  1Mb  Vtbmm,  1M8.   Smni  17tb  Hareh.  1MB. 

4  J^lBted  Temptrntrj  Chsimut  of  OonuntttM,  Wx  July,  1907.   XMppolnted  17th  S^tfmlNr,  1908;  XlthJUj 

1900. 

5  Sleeted  Chilraan  ol  OomailHsBi,  ttOi  HonnibM,  1008. 

•  ^VOlatcd  leBpnaiy  Chalmaa  of  ODfluaftteea,  27tb  Mar, 
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MEMBERS  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 


THIKD  PABLIAinRT. — FOUBTH  SBSION. 

Speaber.—The  Honorable  Sir  Frederick  William  Holder,  K.C.M.O.,  meeeeded  by  The  Honorable 

Charles  Carty  Salmon. 

Chairman  o/  CommiUeea—'FbB  Honorable  Chartes  McDonald. 

Archer,  Edward  Walker    ...         ...         ...  ...  Cafuicomia.  (Q.) 

Atkinson,  Llewelyn            ...          ...          ...  ...  Wilmot.  (T.) 

Bamford,  Hon.  Frederick  William    ...          ...  ...  Herbert.  (Q.) 

Batchelor,  Hon.  Egerton  Lee           ...          ...  ...  Boothby.  (S.A.) 

Bowden,  Eric  Kendall         ...          ...          ...  ...  Nepean.  (N.S.W.) 

Brown,  Joseph  Tilley         ...                     ...  ...  Indi.  (V.) 

Brown,  Hon.  Thomas          ...          ...          ...  ...  Calare.  (N.S.W.) 

Carr,  Ernest  Shoobridge      ...          ...          ...  ...  Macquarie.  (N.S.W.} 

Catts,  James  Howard                      ...          ...  ...  Cook.  (N.S.W.) 

Chanter,  Hon.  John MoOTe   ...          ...          ...  ...  Riverina.  {N.S.W.) 

CSiapman,  Hon.  Austin        ...          ...          ...  ...  E^en-Monaro.  (N.S.W.) 

Cook,  Hon.  James  Home     ...          ...          ...  ...  Bourke.  (V.) 

Cook,  Hon.  Josei^  ...          ...          ...          ...  ...  Parramatta.  {N.S.W.) 

CooD,  Jabez           ...                                 ...  ...  Batman.  (V.) 

5  Crouch,  Hon.  Richard  Armstrong   ...          ...  ...  Corio.  (V.) 

Deakin,  Hon.  Alfred           ...  ...  Ballarat.  (V.) 

Edwards.  Hon.  Richard      ...          ...          ...  ...  Oxley.  (Q.) 

Ewing,  Hon.  Sir  Thomas  Thomson,  K.C.M.U.  ...  Richmond.  (N.S.W.) 

Fairbaim,  George   ...          ...          ...          ...  ...  Fawkner,  (V.) 

Fisher,  Hon.  Andrew          ...          ...          ...  ...  Wide  Bav.  (Q.) 

Forrest,  Right  Hon.  Sir  John,  P.C.,  G.C.M.U....  ...  Swan.  (W.A.) 

Foster,  Francis  James                     ...          ...  ...  New  England.  N.8.W.) 

•  Foster,  Hon.  Richard  Witty          ...          ...  ...  Wakefield.    (S.A.)  ■ 

S  Fowler,  Hod.  James  Mackinnon      ...          ...  ...  Perth.  (W.A.) 

Foxton,  Colonel  the  Hon.  Jostin  Fox  Greenlaw,  C.M.G.  Brisbane.  (Q.) 

Frazer,  Charles  fid  ward       ...          ...          ...  ...  Kalgoorlio.  (AV.A.) 

Fuller,  Hon.  Geoem  Warburton        ...          ...  ...  Illawarra.  (K.S.W.) 

FT8h.Hon.  Sir  miip  Oakley,  K.C.&I.O.        ...  ...  Denison.  (T.) 

Glynn,  Hon.  Patrick  McMahon         ...          ...  ...  Angas.  (S.A.) 

Groom,  Hon.  Littleton  Ernest           ...          ...  ...  Darling  Downs.  (Q.) 

Hall,  David  Robert              ...           ...           ...  ...  Werriwa.  (N.S.W.) 

Harper,  Hon.  Robert          ...          ...          ...  ...  Memda.  (V.) 

Hedges,  William  Noah        ...          ...          ...  ...  Fremantle.  (W.A.) 

■*  Holder,  Hon.  Sir  Frederick  William,  K.C.M.G.  ...  Wakefield.  (S.A.) 

Hughes,  Hon.  William  Morris          ...          ...  ...  West  Sydney.  (N.S.W.) 

7  HutdidBon,  James            ...          ...          ...  ...  Hindmarsh.  (S.A.) 

Irvine,  Hans  William  Henry            ...          ...  ...  Grampians.  (V.) 

Irvine,  Hon.  William  Hill.  K.C.        .  .  ...  Flinders.  (V.) 

9  Johnson,  William  Elliot     ..            ...           ...  ...  Lang.  (N.8.W.) 

Kelly,  William  Henry         ...          ...          ...  ...  Wentworth.  (N.S.W.) 

Knox,  Hon.  William                      ...          ...  ...  Kooyong.  (V.) 

LiddeU,  Frank      Hunter.  (N.S.W.) 

Livingston,  John     ...           ...           ...  ...  Barker.  (S.A.) 

Lvne,  Hon.  Sir  William  John,  K.C.M.G   Hume.  {N.S.W.) 

llahoD,  Hon.  Hogh    ,         ...          ...          ...  ...  Coolgardie.  (W.A.) 

Maloney,  William   ...          ...          ...          ...  .,,  Melbourne.  (V.) 

MatJiews,  James     ...                                 ...  ...  Melbourne  Ports.  (V.) 

Manger,  Hon.  Samuel         ...          ...          ...  ...  Maribymong.  (V.) 

1  McDonald,  Hon.  Charles    ...                     ...  ...  Kennedy.  (Q.) 

McDoogall,  John  Ktath       ...          ...          ...  ...  Wannon.    (V . ) 


1  Elected  Chunniui  of  Committee!  lOtb  July,  1007. 

2  Reappointed  Teinponur  Ouinoan  ot  Commltt«ea,  !Srd  June,  190O. 

3  AppoiDted  Tamponry  Ohidraian  ol  OomroittMS,  23rd  June,  1909. 

4  HeM  office  h  Speaker  until  his  deotb.    Deceoae  reported,  jTth  July,  1009. 

&  Appointed  Temporuv  Obainnui  of  Committeea,  6ui  Auifiut,  1909.  , — >  ■ 
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Members  of  the  House  of  Representatitbs. 


Third  Parluhkht.— Fockth  Si£SBIOK — cojitinntd. 

McWilliams,  William  James  ...  ...  ...  Franklin.  (T.) 

O'Malley.  Hon.  King  ...  ...  ...  Darwin  (T.) 

Fafe,  Hon.  JameB   ...          ...  ...  ...  ...  Maranoa.  (Q.) 

PaEner,  Albert  Clayton        ...  ...  ..  ..  Echuca.  (V.) 

1  PoyDtou,  Hon.  Alexander  ...  ...  ...  ...  Grey.  (S.A.) 

Quick,  Hon.  Sir  John          ...  ...  ...  ...  Bendigo.  |V.) 

Rnd.  Bight  Hon.  SirOeorgeHooatonn,  F.C..K.C.,  K.C.M.G.  East  Sydney.  lN.S.W.; 

Roberts,  Ernest  Alfred        ...  ...  ...  ...  Adelaide.  (S.A.) 

t  Salmon,  Hon.  CharleB  Carty  ...  ..  ...  Laanecoorie.  (V.) 

Sampson,  Sydney    ...          ...  ...  ...  ...  Wimmera.  (V.) 

Sinclair,  Hueh        ...          ...  ...  ...  ...  Moreton.    (Q. ) 

Smith,  Hon.  Broce,  K.C.    ...  Porkes.  {N.S.W.) 

Spence.  Hon.  William  Guthrie  ...  ...  ...  Darling.  (N.S.W.) 

Storrer.  David         ...          ...  ...  ...  ...  Bass.    (T ) 

Thomas,  Hon.  Jonah           ...  ...  ...  ...  Barrier.  (N.S.W.) 

Thomson,  Hon.  Dugald        ...  ...  ...  ...  North  Sydney.  (N.S.W.) 

Thomson,  John        ...          ...  ...  ...  Cowper.    { N. S.  W. ) 

Tndor,  Hon.  Frank  Gwyitne  ...  ...  ...  ...  Yarra.  (V.) 

Watkins.  Hon.  David           ...  ...  ...  ...  Newcastle.  (N.S.W.) 

Watson,  Hon.  John  Christian  ...  ...  ...  South  Sydney.  (N.S.W.) 

Webster,  William   ...  Gwydir.  (N.S.W.) 

Wilks,  Hon.  William  Henry    ...  Dalley.  (N.S.W.) 

WUlis,  Hon.  Henry  ...          ...  ..  ...  ...  Robertson.  (N.S.W.) 

Wilson,  John  Orattan          ...  ...  ...  ...  Corangamite.  (V.) 

Wise,  Gewge  Henry            ...  ...  ...  ...  Oippsland.  (V.) 

Wynne,  Hon.  Ajiar            ...  ...  ...  ...  Balaclava.  (V.) 

Heads  or  Dxpabtmbntb. 

Senofe.— C.  B.  Boydell. 

HottM  of  Reprt»enlatives.—C.O.  Dufiy,C.M.G. 
ParttamaOary  R^portmg  Sk^.—B.  H.  Friend, 
/fibraty.— A.  Wadsworth. 
JoiiU  ffoim  Co7iunUtee.—Q.  H.  Monahan. 

I  Re- appointed  THupoiaiy  Chmirmac  of  CotBinittcet,  SSrd  June,  190S. 

t  Kc^appidiited  Trmponij  Chalnawi  ol  ConunitteM,  SBrd  June,  190B.   Elected  Speaker,  !8Ui  J11I.T,  lOUft 


Digitized  by 


Google 


COMMITTEES  OF  THE  SESSION, 


SENATE. 


Standing  Orders  Ck>HMiTTEE. — The  President,  the  Chairman  of  Committees,  Senator  3ir 
R.  W.  Beet.  SeDator  ClemonB.  Senator  Oalbne,  Senator  MoQref;or,  Senator  St.  Ledger, 
Senator  Sir  J.  H.  Symon,  Senatw  Trenwith. 

LiBUKT  CoMMiTTKB.— The  Pfemdent,  Senate  Ohataway,  Senator  Keating,  Senator  Lynch, 
Senator  Stewart,  Senator  Sir  J.  H.  Symon,  Senator  Walker. 

HousK  CoHHiTTKz. — The  President,  Senator  de  Laraie,  Senator  HcCoU,  Senator  HoGregor, 
Senator  Mulcahy,  Senator  Colonel  Neild,  Senator  Turley. 

pRiKTn*o  CoMMrTTBB.— Senator  Croft,  Senator  Lteat. -Colonel  Cameron,  Senator  Findley,  Senator 
Givens,  Senator  Henderson,  Senator  Macfarlane,  Senator  Pulsford. 

CoMMiTTKE  or  DispuTKD  RETURNS  AND  QcAuncATlox&  — Seoator  Chotaway,  Senator  de  Lai|;ie, 
Sen&tw  Henderson,  Senator  Macfarlane,  Senatw  Sir  J.  H.  Symon,  Senator  Tnr^, 
Senator  Walker. 

Pkbss  Cablb    Skrvick  CoMHiTTEe.  -Senator  Chataway,   Senator   Dobson,   Senator  Findley, 
Senator  Uiveos,  Senator  Guthrie,  Senator  Colonel  Neild*,  Senator  Pearce,  Senator  Pulsford. 


Stakdiho  Obdebs  Cohhittbe.— Mr.  Speaker,  the  Kime  Minister,  the  Chairman  of  Committees, 
Mr.  Jompb  Cook,  Mr.  Groom.  Mr.  Watson,  Dr.  Wilson. 

IdBBART  CoHHrTTBB.— Mr.  Speaker,   Mr.  Glynn,  Mr.  Harper,  Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine,  Mr.  Knox. 
Mr.  Sampson,  Mr.  Brace  Smith,  Mr.  Spenoe. 

House  Committeb.— Mr.  Speaker.  Mr.  Batehel<H>,  Mr.  Chanter,  Mr.  Fisher,  Mr.  Mahon,  Mr. 
Manger,  Mr.  Page,  Mr.  Dogald  Thomson. 

Printing  CoHMiTTBE.~-Mr.  likiwards,  Mr  Fowler,  Mr.  Hutohison*.  Sir  John  Quick,  Mr.  Storrer, 
Mr.  Watkins,  Mr  Henry  Willis. 


*  Mwharged  from  rtfawilinw^  18th  Hinember,  18M. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 


■Dmmm  nportad  Uh  D«eemb«r,  1W9. 
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ACTS  OF  THE  SESSION. 


Afpbopriation  Act  (No,  12  of  1909)— 

An  Act  to  grant  and  apply  a  sum  out  of  the  Consolidated  Reveuue  Fund  to  the  service  of  the 
year  endings  the  thirtieth  day  of  June,  One  thousand  nine  hundred  and  ten,  and  to  appropriate 
the  Sapplieit  granted  for  such  year  in  this  session  of  the  Parliament  [Initiated  in  HouHe  of 
Bepresectatives  by  Sir  John  Foriest,  7th  December,  1909.    Assented  to  10th  December,  1909. 

Appbopbxation  (Works  and  Buildings)  Act  (No.  5  of  1909}— 

An  Act  to  ^rant  and  npplv  a  snni  out'ot  the  Consolidated  Revenue  Fund  for  the  service  of  the 
year  ending  the  thirtieth  day  of  June,  One  thousand  nine  hundred  and  ten,  for  the  purposes 
of  Additious,  New  Works,  Buildings,  Ac.  [Initiated  in  House  of  RepresentatiTes  by  Sir  John 
Forrest.  27th  August,  1909.    Assented  to  4th  September,  1909.] 

Ai'DiT  Act  (No.  4  of  1909}— 

An  Act  to  amend  the  Audit  Acts  1901-1906.  [Initiated  in  House  of  BeiMresentatives  by  Sir  John 
Forrest.  20tfa  July.  1909.    Assented  to  20tli  August,  1909.] 

ACSTRALIAN  InDCSTBIBS  PRESERVATION  ACT  {No.  28  of  1909)— 

An  Act  to  amend  the  Australian  Industries  Preservation  Acts  190S-7.  [Initiated  in  Senate  by 
Senator  Best.  2l8t  July,  1909.    Assented  to  13th  December,  1909.] 

Bills  of  Ezchanob  Act  (No.  27  of  1909)— 

An  Act  relating  to  Bills  of  Exchange,  Cheques,  and  Promissory  Notes.  [Initiated  in  Senate  by 
Senator  Keating,  5th  Jnly,  1907.  Assented  to  13th  December,  1909.] 

CoiNAOB  Act  (No.  6  of  1909)- 

An  Act  rdsting  to  Currency.  Coiosge,  and  Legal  Tender.  [Initiated  in  House  of  Representatives 
by  Sir  John  ForreU,  20th  July,  1909.    Assented  to  4th.  September,  1909.] 

Common WEAI.TH  CoNCiLiAno^f  and  Arbitration  Act  (No.  28  of  1909) — 

An  Act  to  amend  the  Commonwealth  Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Act  1904.  [Initiated  in  Senate 
by  Senator  Needham,  24th  September,  1908.    Assented  to  13th  December,  1909  ] 

Cohhonwealth  Pcbuc  Service  Act  (No.  25  of  1909} — 

An  Act  relating  to  the  salarv  of  the  Public  Service  Commissioner,  Long  Service  Increments  in 
the  Fifth  Cuss  of  the  dlerical  Division,  and  the  Employment  of  Tel^raph  Messengers. 
[Initiated  in  the  House  of  Repn sentatives  l^  Mr.  Fuller,  26tli  Novembw.  1909.  Assented 
to  13tb  December,  1909.] 

CoswrroTioN  Alteration  (Finance)  Act) — 

An  Act  to  alter  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution  relating  to  Finance.  [Initiated  in  House  of 
Representatives  by  Mr.  Deakin,  St^  September.  1909.    Awaiting  referendum.] 

CoNSTiTtmoN  Alteration  (State  Debts)  Act — 

An  Act  to  alter  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution  relatin|f  to  the  Public  Debts  of  the  States. 
[Initiated  in  House  of  Representatives  by  Mr.  Deakin,  8th  September,  1009.  Awaiting 
referendum.] 

DRfekce  Ait  (No.  15  of  1909)— 

An  Act  rebiting  to  Naval  and  Military  Defence.  [Initiated  in  House  of  Reprewntatlves  by  Mr. 
Joseph  Cook,  4th  August,  1909.    Assented  to  13th  December,  1909.] 

Elbctokal  Act  (No.  19  of  1909)— 

An  Act  to  amend  the  Law  relating  to  Parliamentary  Electioii.s.  [Initiated  in  Senate  by  Senator 
Millen,  3rd  September,  1900.    Assented  to  13th  December,  1909.] 
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HioH  Commissioner  Act  (No.  22  of  1909) — 

An  Act  to  provide  for  the  office  of  High  Cjmmisaioner  of  the  Commonwealth  in  the  United 
Kiagdom.  [Initiated  in  Houw  d  BofmaeatataTes  by  Mr.  Groom,  20th  July,  1909.  Aaeented 
to  13th  December,  1909.] 

Invalid  and  Old-Aob  Pknbiokb  Act  (No.  1)(No.  3  of  1909)— 

An  Act  to  amend  the  Invalid  and  Old-Age  Pensions  Act  1908.  [Initiated  in  Houseof  Representa- 
tives by  Sir  John  Forrest,  20tJi  July,  1909.    Assented  to  13th  August,  1909.] 

Invalid  akd  Old-Agk  Pensions  Act  (No.  2)  (No.  21  of  1909)— 

An  Act  to  amend  the  definition  of  the  word  "  Inqome  "  in  the  Invalid  and  Old- Age  Pensions  Act 
1908.  [Initiated  in  House  of  Reinesentatives  by  Sir  John  Forrest,  25th  >rovember,  1909. 
Assented  to  iSth  December,  1909.] 

Marine  Insokance  Act  (No.  II  of  1909} — 

An  Act  relating  to  Marine  Insnraoce.  [Initiated  in  House  of  Representatives  by  Mr.  Deakin^ 
leth  September,  1908.    Assented  to  tlth  November,  1909.] 

Naval  Loan  Act  (No.  14  of  1909)— 

An  Act  to  authorize  the  raising  and  expending  of  the  sum  of  Three  million  five  hundrod 
thousand  pounds  for  the  purposes  of  Naval  Deience.  [Initiated  in  House  of  Representativeb^ 
by  Sir  John  Forrest,  30th  November,  1909.    Assented  to  13th  December,  1909.] 

OFrlCERS'*  COMPEMSATIOM  AcT  (No.  24  of  1909)  — 

An  Act  to  provide  for  Compensation  to  be  paid  on  Retirement  or  on  Deceiuse  of  certain  Ofiicera 
of  the  Commonwealth.  [Initiated  in  House  of  Representatives  by  Sir  John  Forrest,  SOth 
November,  1900.   Assented  to  13th  December,  1909.] 

OlD'Aob  Fbnsions  Afpbofsiation  Act  (No.  2  of  1S09) — 

An  Act  to  grant  and  apfdy  out  of  the  Consolidated  Revenue  Fund  the  sum  of  One  miUiiHi 
pounds  for  Invalid  and  Old-Age  Pensions.  [Initiated  in  House  of  Repn-sentatives  by  Sir 
John  Forrest,  22nd  July,  1909.    Assented  to  4th  August,  1909.] 

Patbhts  Act  (No.  17  of  1909)— 

An  Act  to  amend  the  Patents  Act  1909.  [Initiated  in  Senate  by  Senator  Sir  Robert  Best,  SStb 
July,  1909.    Assented  to  13th  December,  1909.] 

Rbfkrenduh  (Constitution  Alteratio:^)  Act  (No.  20  of  1909)—  • 

An  Act  to  amend  the  Referendum  (Constitution  Alteration)  Act  1906.  [Initiated  in  Senate  by  ' 
Senator  MUlen,  7th  October,  1009.    Assented  to  13th  December,  19U9.] 

Skahbn's  Compbnsation  Act  (No.  29  of  1909)— 

An  Act  relating  to  Compensation  to  Seamen  for  injuries  suffered  in  the  course  of  their  employ- 
ment. [Initiated  in  Senate  by  Senator  Millen,  21st  July,  1900.  Assented  to  13^  December, 
1909.] 

Seat  of  Government  Acueptasce  Act  (No.  23  of  1909J— 

An  Act  relating  to  the  Acceptance  of  the  Territory  surrendered  by  the  State  of  New  South 
Wales  for  the  seat  of  Government  of  the  Commonwealth.  [Initiated  in  Senate  by  Senator 
Hillen,  7th  Ootober,  1900.   Assented  to  13th  December,  1909.] 

SOPPLXllBKTAKr  APPKOPRIATIUN  ACT  (NO.  13  of  1009}— 

An  Act  to  appropriate  a  further  sum  for  the  service  of  the  year  ended  the  thirtieth  day  of  June, 
One  thousand  nine  hundred  and  eight.  [Initiated  in  House  of  Representatives  by  Sir  John 
Forrest,  8th  December,  1909.    Assented  to  13th  December,  1900.] 

SriTLBMBNTARY  APPROPRIATION"  (WoRKS  AND  BUILDINCS)  ACT  (No.  16  of  1909)— 

An  Act  to  appropriate  a  further  sum  for  the  service  of  the  year  ended  the  thirtieth  day  of  June, 
One  tiioosand  nine  hundred  and  eight  for  purposes  of  Additions,  New  Works,  Buildinga,  kc. 
[Initiated  in  House  of  Representatives,  by  Sir  John  Forrest,  8th  December,  1909.  Assented 
to  13th  December,  1909.]  I  ^ 
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Sppplt  Act  (No.  I)  (No.  I  of  1909)- 

An  Act  Lo  grant  and  apply  out  of  the  Consolidated  Revenue  Fund  a  sum  for  tbe  service  of  the 
year  ending  the  thirtieth  day  of  June,  One  thousand  nine  hundred  and  ten.  [Initiated  in 
House  of  Representatives  by  Sir  John  Forreeb,  29th  June,  1909.    At«ented  to  4th  July,  1909.] 

Soppi.Y  Act  (No.  2)  {No.  7  of  1909)— 

An  Act  to  grant  and  apply  out  of  the  Consolithited  Revenue  Fund  a  ttutn  for  the  Bervice  of  the 
year  ending  tbe  thirtieth  day  of  June,  One  thousand  nine  hundred  and  ten.  [Iuitiat«d  in 
House  of  fUpresentatives  by  Sir  John  Forrest,  14th  September,  1909.  Assented  to  17th 
September,  1909.] 

ScFPLY  Act  (No.  3)  (No.  8  of  1909)— 

An  Act  to  grantand  apply  out  of  tbe  Conaolidated  Revenue  Fund  a  sum  for  the  service  of  the 
year  ending  tbe  thirtieth  day  of  June,  One  thousand  nine  hundred  and  ten.  [Initiated  in 
Hoose  of  Representatives  by  Sir  John  Forrest,  7th  October,  1909.  Assented  to  9th  Octobcn-, 
1909] 

ScpPLT  Act  (No.  4)  (No.  10  of  19U9)— 

An  Act  to  grant  and  apply  out  of  tbe  Consolidated  Revenue  Fund  a  sum  for  the  service  of  the 
year  ending  the  thirtieth  day  of  June,  One  bboosand  nine  hundred  and  ten.  [Initiated  in 
Hoose  of  Representatives  by  Sir  John  Forrest,  5th  November,  1909,  Aaaented  to  11th 
November,  190Q.] 

StJRPLCS  Rkvbnce  Act  (No.  18  of  1909) — 

An  Act  relating  to  the  Surplus  Revenue  of  the  Commonwealth.    [Initiated  in  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives by  Sir  John  Forrest,  l&t  December,  1909.    Assented  to  13th  December,  1909.] 


Tblechaph  Act  (No.  9  of  1900)-- 
An  Act  rolatiDg'  to  Telegraphic  Communication  in  Time  of  Emeivency.     [Initiated  in  House  of 
Reprenentativee  by  Sir  John  Quick,  iSOth  July,  1909.   Asaentedto  Wth  October,  1900.] 
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BILLS  OF  THE  SESSION. 


Iku*r  or  A4JWCU1.TCM  Bili-—  ,   .  « 

■\=iUMUa  in  House  of  BepwaeotativM  by  Mr.  Groom,  20th  July,  1909.   Order  of  the  Bftj 
(lir«lMis«d  24th  September,  1909. 

IruAr  or  Aowcci-xcM!  Biu. — 
■Li:ti«ted  in  Set»te  by  SeMtor  MiUen,  30th  September.  1909  ;  lapsed  at  prorogation.) 

■  va»>^wxAi.Tii  PcBUC  Service  Bill— 
Lutiaied  to  SeniOe  by  Scm^  Colonel  NeUd,  28fch  October,  1909  i  Upeod  at  prorogation.] 

'  *  niATios  AKD  Amitratios  Bill— 

buiat«d  in  Hooiw  of  BeprwentaUves  by  Mr.  Glyon,  30bh  July.  1009  ;  Upsed  at  prorogation.] 

.  lao^wcALTB  CoMPAsm  Bmirvb  Liabilities  Bill— 
hx:-»Ud  in  Senate  by  Senator  Walker,  17th  September,  1008.    Order  of  the  Day  disoharged 
^iitlk  6epC«mber,  1909.] 
r..»»rrTmoN  Altmiation  (Industrial  Cosditions)  Bill— 
■WruamA  in  Senate  by  Senator  Trenwith.  9th  July,  1900  ;  2nd  rewiing  negatived,  4th  November, 
1WJ9.1 

i  ..x?Trmi..N  Alteratios  (Natiokaliiatios  of  Mosopolim)  Bill— 

laitiaudin  S^ioate  by  Senator  Poarce,  24th  June,  1909  (  Upeed  at  prorogation.] 

Crnuvs  Tabwt  Amesdmbst  Bill^- 

U.t>»t«l  in  Senate  by  Senator  Colonel  NeiW,  3id  September,  1909  ;  lapsed  at  prorogation  ] 

(..--rrtmoK  .\l.TERAT10!f  (CRBAWOS  OF  CoCKT  OIT  CRIMINAL  APPEALS)  BlLI^ 

iTiitiaMl  in  Senate  by  Senator  Colonel  Neild,  Ifith  September.  1909  ;  lapsed  at  prorogation.] 
Etj.fVKkl.  Biix  - 

;io:ti-l«i  in  House  of  Reproeentatives  by  Mr.  Fuller,  aOth  Jnly.  1909  ;  lapsed  at  prorogatjon.] 

EunuLAL  Bill—  ...  j 

U  '-iVl  m  Ssnate  by  Senator  Pulsford.  Ut  October.  1909;  second  reading  negatived,  4th 

NoTvniwr.  1909.] 

I*\  MJfc  A5I»  <ft-D-A(:E  I'ENSIOSS  BILL— 

•Ir..-««-d  io  Senate  by  Senator  Colonel  Neild,  5th  AuRust.  1909  j  lajised  at  prorogation.] 

Un*.  -itiTR  CoMMiasw!*  Bill— 

Initialed  in  Senat*  hy  Senator  Millen,  29th  September,  1909  j  lapsed  at  prorogation.] 

Marine  I.xstraik'b  Bill— 

I-.rij.Md  in  Senate  by  Senator  Mc(iregor,  27th  May,  1909  ;  Upsed  at  prorogation.] 

Lb  iTi^ATiox  Bill— 

I...t^wd  in  Hoa^  of  Repioeentativesi  by  Dr.  Maloney,  26th  August   1909;  lapsed  at  pro- 
nitration.  ] 

Lif  ■T»»»r«tj«  Bill--  _  , 

I:..t>ated  in  S«iat«  by  Senator  Sir  Robert  Best,  21at  July,  i\m  ;  lapsetl  at  prorogation.] 

U»D  T4X  AMEMUKSt  BiLI<—  •  ,  , 

In.tul«a  in  House  of  Reprt«ntative«  by  Mr.  Fisher,  26th  AUy.  1909  ;  Upsed  at  prorogatiop.] 

Xt>i<.ATio'^  Bill — 

■In.t«t*d  in  Senate  by  Senator  Best,  17th  September,  1908  ;  Upsed  at  prorogation.] 

SMmRV  Terrttory  Acx'bptakce  Bili^- 
-iRitialed  in  Howe  d  RetmwwrtaUves  by  Mr.  Groom.  20th  July,  1909 ;  Ui«ed  at  proroiration  ] 
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NOBTOLK  ISUKD  BiLL — 

[Ini^ted  in  House  of  RepresentntiTes  by  Mr.  Groom,  20th  July,  1B09 ;  lapsed  at  prorogation.] 

Parijaiikntart  WiTKBSsn  Bill — 

[Initiated  in  Senate  by  Senator  Keating,  llthJuly,  1907:  lapsed  at  prorogation.] 

Post  akd  Tblegraph  Bill— - 
[Initiated  in  HouBe of  Representatives  by  Mr.  llauger,  12th  August.  190S  ;  lapwd  at  prorogation.] 

Post  and  Telegkapb  Bill  (Recording  Macbinea) — 

[Initiated  in  Senate  by  Senator  Tearce,  8th  December,  1908  ;  lapsed  at  |H-orogation.] 

FrKFKBXNTIAL  VOTIKQ  BiLL — 

[Initiated  in  Senate  by  Senator  Millen,  18th  November,  1909  ;  lapsed  at  [Htnogation.] 

Seahen's  CoMPENBATioN  Bnx — 

[Initiated  in  Senate  by  Senator  McGregor,  27(b  May,  1909;  lapsedat  prorogation.] 


\ 


ligitized  by  Google 


PARLIAMENT  CONVENED. 


THIBD  PABLIAllBHT — FOUBTB  8BB8I01I. 

Fkriiamoat  ma  oonvaned  by  the  following  ProoUmatiaa 

(Gazette  No.  21,  1909.)  i 

PROCLAMATION 

By  His  Excellency  the  Right  Honorable  Williah  Hcmdlb,  Earl 
of  DoDLBT,  A  Member  of  Hia  Majesty's  Most  Honorable 
ooHMomnutm  or        Privy  Council,  Knight  Grand  CroBs  dt  the  Moit  Distinguished 
to  WW.        Qi^g^       g^^^  Michael  and  Saint  George,  Knight  Grand 
OOTiTPw^gMwwi  ^        Royal  Victorian  Older,  Qoremor-General  and 

Commander-in-Chi^  <rf  tiie  Commonwealth  of  Anstealia. 


Whkbsab  by  the  Commonwealth  of  Australia  Constituti(m  Act  it  is  amongst  other 
things  enacted  that  the  Governor-General  may  appoint  such  times  for  holding  the 
Sessi<mB  <A  the  Parliament  as  he  thinks  fit,  and  also  from  '  'too  to  time  by  Proclamation 
or  oUierwise  prorogue  the  Parliament :  And  whereas  <  the  fifth  day  of  March, 
One  thousand  nine  hundred  and  nine,  the  ParUamenc  was  prrat^ed  until  tiie 
fourteenth  day  of  April,  One  thousand  nine  hundred  ai  nine,  and  it  is  expedient 
to  further  pron^pie  the  sud  Parliament :  Now  therefcwe  I,  Wiixu\i  Hdmblk,  Eaql  of 
DuDLBT,  the  Governor-General  aforesaid,  in  exercise  of  the  power  conferred  by  tlie 
said  Act,  do  by  this  my  Proclamation  further  prorogue  the  said  Parliament  until 
Wednesday,  the  twenty-sixth  day  <rf  M  •  - '  nuaand  nine  hundred  and  nine,  and 
I  do  appoint  the  said  Wednesday,  the  Lt.onbj  ■  'ti  dr  -'f  May,  One  thouRand  nine 
hundred  and  nine,  as  the  day  for  the  said  Parliament  to  ^  >emble  and  be  holden  for 
the  despatch  of  business.  And  all  Members  of  the  Senate  and  the  House  of 
Repi  «entatives  respectively  are  her^j^  quired  to  give  their  attendance  accordingly, 
in  the  building  known  as  the  Hon^  Parliament,  situate  in  Spring- street,  in  the 
CHty  of  Melbourne^  at  half-past  T«  the  afternoon,  on  the  said  Wednesday,  the 
twenty-nxth  day  ctf  May,  One  thousand  nine  hundred  and  nine. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Seal  of  the  Comm<mwealth  of  Australia 
aforesaid,  Uiis  seventu  day  April,  in  the  year  (tf  oar  Lord  One 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  nine^  and  in  the  ninth  year  of  His  Majesty's 
reign, 

(lj.)  By.  His  Exoellem^s  Cranmand, 

HT7QH  MAHON. 

God  Satb  ths  Kuia  I 


7.16S8S. 
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COMMONWEALTH  OF  AUSTKALTA. 


PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATES. 


<^onrl^  ^tssion  ai  t^t  ^ixi  parliament. 


The  Parliameat  was  prorogued  on  15th  December,  190S,  uotil  27th  January,  1909.  It 
was  further  prorogued  to  10th  March,  1909,  and  finally  to  26th  May,  1909,  when  it 
met  for  the  despatch  of  buAinesa ;  and  the  Fourth  Session  commenced  on  that  day. 

Parliament  was  opened  by  His  Excellency  the  Governor-General. 


PROCLAMATION. 

The  Senate  met  at  2.30  p.m.,  pursuant 
to  the  proclamation  of  His  Excellency  the 
Go\-emor-General. 

The  Clesk  read  the  proclamatiwi. 

GOVERNOR-GENERAL'S  SPEECH. 

His  Excellency  the  Gowemor-Gencral, 
accompanied  by  Her  Excellency,  Lady 
Dudley,  entered  the  cbamb^,  and  took  the 
cfaair.  A  message  was  forwarded  to  the 
House  of  Representatives,  intimating  that 
His  Excellency  desired  the  attendance  of 
honorable  members  in  the  Senate  chamber, 
who  being  come  with  their  Speaker, 

HIS  EXCELLENCY  was  pleased  to 
deliver  the  following  speedi : — 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  Gentle- 
men OP  the  House  of  Representa- 

TIVES : 

I.  I  have  called  you  together  after  a 
recess  of  somewhat  shorter  duration  than 
usual  to  resuaie  swi  le^slative  duties,  in 
order  to  fsdlitate  the  passage  of  the  many 


important  and  urgent  measures  which  will 
be  submitted  for  your  consideration. 

2.  As  it  seemed  desirable,  both  to  ray- 
self  and  to  My  Advisers,  that  I  .thould, 
especially  during  .the  early  part  of  my 
term  of  offit»,  have  an  opportunity  of  ac- 
quiring as  much  krrowledge  as  possible  of 
each  State  of  the  Commonwealth,  arrange- 
ments were  made,  with  the  generous  co- 
operation of  the  South  Australian  Govern- 
ment, which  enabled  Lady  DixUey  and 
myself  to  reside  for  two  months  in  that 
State.  Facilities  have  been  afforded  me 
of  paying  a  similar  visit  to  Queensland  in 
rtw  near  future,  and  I  hope  that  c^por- 
tunities  may  arise  which  ^vill  oiabie  me  to 
reside  ior  a  time  in  Tasmania  and  Western 
Australia  aUo. 

3.  The  news  of    an    earthquake  in 

Calabria   artd   Sicily,   which   catwed  an 

appalling  loss  of  human  life,  injury,  and 

distress,  awakened  the  sympathies  of  the 

human  race  throughout   the  world.  My 

Advisers  expressed  to  the  Government  and 

people  of  Italy  the  profound  srrapathy  of 

the  Government  and  V^S^r^J^o^^' 
monwealth  with  «fi^1Jiv{hHP^Jfes,  and 
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also  sent  a  contributicm  to  the  Fund  for 
the  relief  of  the  sufferers.  Both  w«e 
gratefully  acknowledged  by  the  Italian 
Government. 

4.  The  revenue  received  from  duties  of 
CusUMns  and  Excise  has  been  less  during 
the  year  than  was  anticipated  when  the 
Budget  was  delivered  on  14th  October  last. 
The  estimated  revenue  fr<Mn  Post  and  Tele- 
graphs is  not  likely  to  be  fully  realized. 

5.  Notwithstanding  these  decreases  in 
revenue,  by  careful  ec(xiomy  in  adminis- 
trati<m,  a  larger  sum  than  the  amount 
estimated  has  been  placed  to  the  Trust 
Fund  to  pay  Old-age  Pensions.  Arrange- 
ments ha\-e  been  made  to  pay  these  pen- 
sions from  1st  July  this  year. 

6.  The  large  financial  obligations  which 
must  necessarily  be  incurred  in  the  near 
future  demand  most  careful  attentiwi. 

7.  You  will  be  invited  to  consider  the 
financial  relations  of  the  Commonwealth 
and  the  States,  with  the  view  of  equitably 
adjusting  them. 

8.  Proposals  will  be  submitted  to  you 
itx  a  Coramwwealth  silver  and  paper 
currency. 

9.  The  important  question  of  the  De- 
fence of  the  Commonwealth  as  an  integral 
part  of  the  British  Empire  has  received 
close  attention. 

10.  Recent  events  have  shown  the  neces- 
sity for  the  Empire  to  devel<^  new  centres 
of  strength,  and  with  this  end  in  view  My 
Advisers  some  time  ago  cabled  to  the 
British  Government  suggesting  the  advisa- 
bility of  a  Ctwiference  of  the  self-govern- 
ing Dcminions  of  the  Empire  with  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  United  Kingdom  on  the 
question  of  Naval  Defence.  A  similar 
suggestion  having  been  made  by  the 
Dominion  of  Canada,  the  British  Govern- 
ment has  now  convened  an  Imperial  Naval 
and  Military  Defence  Conference,  and  has 
invited  the  Commonwealth  to  send  repre- 
sentatives. The  invitation  has  been  ac- 
cepted, and  the  Minister  of  Defence  has 
been  appointed  as  the  representative  of  the 
Commonwealth.  He  will  be  accompanied 
by  naval  and  military  experts. 


Gmemor-Gener^s  Spwsh. 


11.  The  scheme  for  the  establishment 
of  an  Imperial  General  Staff  for  the  Em- 
pire has  been  approved,  subject  to  effective 
local  control  being  retained,  and  military 
rei>resentaii\*es  to  that  staff  have  been 
appointed. 

12.  As  a  contribution  towards  Imperial 
Naval  Defence,  and  for  the  more  effective 
Coastal  Defence  of  Australia,  engagements 
have  been  entered  into  for  the  building  of 
three  modern  torpedo  boat  destr(^ers,  and 
you  will  be  asked  to  approve  of  a  policy 
of  naval  construction  for  the  building  in 
Australia  of  ^milar  vessels,  as  well  as  for 
training  of  crews  to  man  them. 

13.  It  is  hoped  that  by  the  establish- 
ment of  the  nucleus  of  an  Australian  Navy, 

acting  in  conjunction  with  the  ships  of  the 
Imperial  Squadrc»i,  the  Australian  people 
may  be  encouraged  to  develop  those  mari- 
time instincts  which  wiW  be  the  best 
guarantee  of  effective  assistance  in  main- 
taining the  sea-power  of  the  Empire  and 
the  safety  of  the  Commcmwealth. 

14.  In  relation  to  the  general  question 
of  naval  and  military  def^ice,  a  measure 
providing  for  an  effective  Citizens'  De- 
fence Force  will  be  introduced  at  an  early 
stage. 

15.  My  Advisers  recognise  that  the 
effective  defence  of  Australia  requires  a 
vast  increase  of  the  population,  and  that 
a  comprehensive  policy  of  immigration  is 
urgently  called  for,  but  that  this  is  im- 
possible without  increasing  the  fadlities 
for  the  settlement  of  a  large  populaticHi 
on  the  land.  Deeming  this  matter  to  be 
one  of  extreme  urgeiKv,  it  is  proposed  to 
bring  forward  at  the  earliest  possible  date 
a  measure  providing  for  the  progressive 
taxation  of  unimptoved  land  values,  which, 
while  providing  revenue,  will,  it  is  antici- 
pated, lead  to  the  subdiviuon  of  large 
estates  and  cause  ^ensix-e  areas  to  be 
thrown  open  for  settlement,  and  so  offer  to 
immigrants  those  indjoements  which  are 
necessary  to  attract  them  in  large  numbers. 

16.  In  this  connexion  Ai»  development 
of  the  Northern  T0|lcW^Q6?@Ji&ed  to 
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be  of  the  first  imp(»tanoe,  and  the  Agree- 
ment will  be  submitted  to  Parliament, 
with  a  view  to  an  early  settlanent. 

17.  Proposals  will  be  sutxnitted  to  you 
for  the  amendment  of  the  Constitution  to 
enable  Parliament  to  protect  the  interests 
of  the  consumer  and  insure  a  fair  and 
reasonable  wage  to  every  worker  in  the 
Comnxmwealth.  In  protected  and  un- 
protected industries  this  will  be  secured 
through  such  ^rteosion  of  the  industrial 
powers  of  the  Parliament  as  may  be  neces- 
sary. It  is  proposed  also  to  extend  the 
jurisdicti<m  of  Parliament  with  regard  to 
trusts  and  combinations  in  restraint  of 
trade,  and  to  provide  for  the  nationaliza* 
tion  of  monopolies. 

iS.  F<dIowing  upon  the  Seat  of  Go- 
vernment Act  passed  last  session,  and  the 
selection  of  the  Yass-Canbena  District  as 
the  site  oi  the  Federal  Capital,  surveys 
and  negotiations  are  proceeding,  and  it  is 
confidently  expected  that  final  arrange- 
ments for  the  acquisiti(m  of  the  Federal 
Territory  will  shortly  be  completed. 

19.  A  measure  providing  for  the  ap- 
pcnntment  of  a  High  Oxmnissioner,  urgmt 
on  many  grounds,  will  be  submitted  for 
your  cQnsiderati(xi. 

20.  The  survey  of  a  route  for  the  pro- 
posed railway  from  Fort  Augusta  to  Kal- 
goorlie  Is  rapidly  approaching  completion. 
The  field  work,  both  in  South  Australia 
and  in  Western  Australia,  having  been 
finished,  the  final  report,  with  plans  and 
estimates,  will  shortly  be  ready  for  sub- 
mission to  Parliammt. 

21.  Oxiaderatian  of  the  Navigation  Bill 
and  the  Seamen's  Cbmpensation  Bill  will 
be  resumed  at  the  stages  whidi  they  had 
reached  last  Sessicm. 

22.  It  is  also  proposed  to  take  up  the 
Bills  relating  to  Bills  of  Exchange  and 
Marine  Insurance  which  were  before  you 
last  Session. 

23.  The  Quarantine  Act  passed  in  1908 
has  been  proclaimed,  and  an  appointment 
of  a  Director  of  Quarantine  made. 


24.  The  telephone  rates  have  been  re- 
cast and  placed  on  an  equitaUe  and 
business-like  bans. 

25.  The  mail  semce  from  Australia  to 
Vancouver  has  been  renewed  for  one  year 
on  the  existing  terms  and  conditions. 

26.  During  the  recess  the  Minister  for 
External  Aifairs  Wsited  Papua.  The  wwk 
of  develc^ing  the  valuable  resources  of 
the  Terrify  is  proceeding  satisfac- 
torily. Owing  to  the  uncertainty  of  the 
exact  location  of  the  boundary  betwera 
Papua  and  German  New  Guinea,  it  has 
become  neoessary  for  the  frontier  to  be 
definitely  determined,  and  a  joint  Commis- 
^on  is  now  at  work  on  that  task. 

27.  ConsideraticMi  is  being  given  to  im- 
proving our  trade  relations  with  Canada 
and  other  self-governing  parts  of  the  Em- 
pire. A  Bill  to  modify  certain  Customs 
Duties  in  favour  of  Papua  will  be  placed 
before  you. 

28.  The  question  of  the  encouragement 
of  white  labour  in  the  Pearl-Fishing  In- 
dustry is  receiving  attentic»i. 

29.  The  Ro}-al  Commissions  of  Inquiry 
into  the  Postal  Ser\'ice,  the  Harvester  In- 
dustry, and  Insurance,  are  continuing  their 
investigations,  and  thar  Repents  are  ex- 
pected at  an  early  date. 

30.  At  the  instance  of  My  Advisers,  the 
Imperial  Government  has  been  requested  to 
cmvene  a  Customs  Convention  for  the  pur- 
pose of  international  co-operation  with  a 
view  to  the  protection  of  Customs  Revenue. 

31.  Measures  will  be  introduced  deal- 
ing with  Norfolk  I^and;  to  amend  the 
Old-age  PensiOTs  Act,  the  Electoral  Act, 
the  Commerce  (Trade  Descriptions)  Act, 
Immigration  Restriction  Act,  and  the  Pub- 
lic Service  Act. 

32.  I  leave  you  now  to  \our  important 
duties,  and  earnestly  hope  that,  under 
Divine  guidance,  your  deliberations  may 
promote  the  welfare  of  the  people  of  the 
Comm(xi  wealth. 

His  ExcelloK)-  the  Governor-General 
having  retired,  ' 

The  PfiESiDliNibdb^OCBglehair  at 
2.52  p.m.,  and  read  prayers. 


Assent  to  Bills. 
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ASSENT  TO  BILLS. 

Assent  to  the  following  Bills  reported  : — 
Seat  of  Government  (Yaw-Canberra)  BUI. 
Immigration  Restriction  Bill. 
Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill, 
Appropriation  Bill  1908-9. 

THE  LATE  Mr.  EDWIN  GORDON 
BLACKMORE,  C.M.G. 
The  PRESIDENT— I  regret  to  ha\-e  to 
inform  tbe  Senate  of  the  death,  which  oc- 
curred on  the  20th  February  last,  of  Mr. 
Edwin  Gordon  Blackmore,  C.M.G.,  late 
Clerk  of  the  Parliaments,  and  of  the 
Saiate.  The  late  Mr.  Blackmore  had 
ias  many  years  been  a  close  student 
trf  the  laws  and  practice  of  Parliament ;  be 
was  of  so  urbane  and  courteous  a  disposi- 
tion, and  brought  such  ability  and  mature 
judgment  to  bear  in  the  discharge  of  his 
duties,  that  the  Senate  was  fortunate  in- 
deed in  securing  such  an  officer  as  its  first 
Clerk.  His  death  made  a  great  gap  in 
tbe  parliammtary  history  of  the  Common- 
M-ealth,  and  I  feel  that  the  Senate  would 
desire  to  record  on  its  Journals  the  an- 
nouncement of  an  event  which  bore  so 
closely  on  the  early  history  of  tlus  Par- 
liament. 

Senator  McGREGOR  (South  Australia 
— -Vice-President  of  the  Executive  Council) 
[2'55l- — With  concurrence  I  beg  to  move — 

That  the  anaouocement  made  by  Mr.  President 
be  recorded  in  the  JoumaU  of  Uie  Senate. 

Seoator  MILl.EX  (New  South  Wales) 
[2.56]. — I  beg  to  second  the  motion. 
Question  resolved  in  the  affirmatire. 

PAPERS. 
MINISTERS  laid  upon  the  table  the 
following  papers:  — 
LaAds  Acquisition  Act  1906 — 

Enoggera,  Queensland  :   Defence  parposes. — 

NotifioatioD  of  the  Acquisition  of  Land. 
Singleton,  New  South  Wales :  Defence  pur- 
poses.— NotificatioB  of  the  Acquisition  of 
Land. 

Coff'a  Harbor,  New  South  Wales  :  Postal  pur- 
posea. — Notification  of  the  Acquisition  of 
Land. 

Kyamba,  New  South  Wales  :  Coininonwealtb 
purposes. — Notification  of  the  Acqmsitioo 
of  Land. 

Wentworth  Falls,  New  South  Wales :  Postal 
parposes. — Notification  of  the  Acqtitsition 
of  Land. 

Newcastle,  New  South  Wales  :  Defence  pur- 
poses.— Notification  of  the  Acquisition  of 
Laud. 

Yass,  New  South  Wales :  Defence  purposes. 

— Notification  of  the  Acquisition  of  Land. 
Shark's    Bay,    Western    Australia. — Return 

of  certaia  CommODwcalth  Property  leased 

to  State  Govemnient 


Public  Service  Act  1903 — 
Department  of  Home  Affairs,  Central  Staff. — 
Documents  recommending  the  following  ap- 
pointments : — 
Capuin  John  li.  R.  King  to  be  Inspector 
of  Rifle  Ranges,  and  Messrs.  Thomas 
Oxeoham  and  Robert  Stanley  Orr  to  be 
Clerks  of  Works,  Professional  Division, 
Public  Works  Branch. 
Mr.  Gerald  Lightfoot  to  be  Computer, 
Class   E,    Professional    Division,  Com- 
monwealth Statistician's  Office. 
Hr.  David  W.  Crawford  to  be  Draughts- 
mail,   Class   £,   Professional  Division, 
Public  Works  Branch. 
D«>atdnent  of  Trade  and  Customs,  Central 
Staff — ^Documents  recommending  the  follow- 
ing appointments  : — 
Mr.  Percy  Collier  Barnes  to  be  Junior  As- 
sistant,' Class  F,  Professional  Division, 
Analyst's  Branch. 
Mr.  Arthnr  Sidney  Higgs  to  be  Assistant 
Examiner.  Class  F,  Professional  Divi- 
sion, Patents  Branch. 
Mr.  H.  C.  Otto  Willgeiodt  to  be  First  As- 
sistant,   Class    E ;    Mr.    Colin  Ernest 
McKenzie  to  be  Second  Assistant,  Class 
F;  Mr.   Bruce  T.  Paton  to  be  Third 
Assistant,  Class  F  ;  and  Mr.  Howard  R- 
Jupp  to  be  Junior  Assistant,  Class  F, 
Professional  Division,  Analyst's  Brandi- 
Postmaster-Geaeral's  Department. — Documents 
in   connexion   with   the    following  promo- 
tions : — 

Mr.  James  Charles  Thomas  Vardon,  to  the 
position  of  Chief  Clerk,  ist  Class,  Cen- 
tral Staff. 

Mr.  Percy  Howe,  to  the  position  of  Senior 
Clerk,  and  Class,  Cenbal  Staff. 

Mr.  Johann  August  Siegfried  Kayser,  to 
the  position  of  Clerk,  srd  Class,  Central 
Staff. 

Mr.  Thomas  George  Brent,  to  the  position 
of  Senior  Inspector,  ist  Class,  Mel- 
bourne. 

Mr.  Henry  James  Buffer,  to  the  position 
of  Senior  Inspector,  ist  Class,  Mel- 
bourne. 

Mr.  Frederick  Charles  Williams,  to  the 
positioa  of  Acoonntant,  and  Class,  Bxis- 

'  bane. 

Mr.  Charles  Woodland,  to  the  position  of 
Inspector,  3rd  Class,  Queensland. 
Docuntents  in  connexion  with  the  appointment 
of  Mr.  John  Herbert  Durant,  to  the  posi- 
tion of  Assistant  Engineer,  Claw  E,  Pro- 
fessional Division,  Electrical  Engineer's 
Branch,  Postmaster-Generars  Department, 
Victoria. 

List  of  Permanent  Officers  of  the  Common- 
wealth Public  Service  as  on  rst  January, 
1909. 

Repeal  of  Regulations  138,  26a,  r45,  and  140. 
and  siAsmutkn  of  new  Regulations  138, 
36a,  and  145  (Provisional)  in  lieu  thereof. 
—Statutory  "Rules  1908,  No.  125. 

Repeal  of  Regulation  41,  and  subrtitntion  of 
new  Regulation  |Provisional|  in  lieu  there- 
of .—Statutory  Rules  1909,  No.  6. 

Repeal  of  Regulations  13S,  362,  145,  and  146, 
'and  substitution  of  new  Regulations  138, 


FaptTA.  [26  Mat,  2909.]  Po^m 


8 


BcpeU  «f  Regalalioas  309  and  nx,  and  lub- 
uitalMM  of  Mw  HeguUtioa  (Provisional) 
10  lin  of  No.  309. — Statutory  Rules  1909, 
Xi>.  45. 

K'^ic^  of  Reguialioas  156  aaU  357-61,  and 
rob»titntion  of  new  Regulations  tP'o> 
T<«kn*I^  in  lie«  thereof.— Stattttorj*  Rulei 
tvc^  No.  44. 

Svyeml  of  Regulation  41,  and  tufaatitutioB  ol 
■ew  K«f»Ulioo  ia  liea  tbettof. — SttAvtxxty 
Rule*  1909,  Na  so. 

UneoiologT  Act  1906 — 
i  i<nri«*ooAl  Regulations  i>3  relating  to  the  sale 
of     Mcicurological  Piiblicationi.~Statu- 
tory  Roles  1909,  No.  5. 

OniuiaAccs  of  igoS — 
No.  K. — Sopplementary  Appropiiatioa  190&9, 

No.  3. 
No.  13. — Ifariae  Board. 
.Nu.  14.— Pearl  aad  Bccbe-de.lltr. 
.No.  15.— Wild  Birds. 
Xo,  lb. — Timber. 

So.  17. — Supplcneiitary  Appxopriatioa  igo7-8. 
No.  iK. — Sn^emcatary  Appropriation  1908-9. 

No.  4. 
OrdiDAntes  of  1909 — 
No.  I- — 6applcmcBUry  Appropiiation  1908-9, 

No.  c. 

N..  3. — SupploBcntary  Appropriation  190S-9, 
No.  6. 

CAittract  Immigrants  Act  r9o5 — 

Retnra  for  the  year  190S,  showing— 
iji  I  \intract  immigraols  admitted  into  the 
Ooaoumwealtk }  the  aalioaaltly  and 
ueeopaiioa  of  Mch  tmnugriats. 
I  )  I.mpWyora  el^[•giI^[  ludi  immigfuti, 
iiDougrants  engaged  by  each  cm* 
}rl«\er. 

Places   at  which   the  immigrantf  haye 
agreed  to  work. 
i«.  t-(HUTact»  disapproved- 
■  i;  Iniiugrantt  refused  admission,  and  ihm 
reaaona  for  such  refusal. 

I  lugrjtioo  Rcatrictioo  Acta  igoi-ijeS — 
krtvn  fur  the  year  1908  of — ■ 

PcxMHks  refused  admission  to  the  Com* 
mun  wealth. 

i,  Persons  who  passed  the  dictation  test. 

I'--iOOi  admitted  without  being  aikcd  to 
piim  the  dictation  test. 

/  IV^-artures  of  coloured  peraoDS  from  the 
("omiDODWcmlA. 

X.*."  ■•  itliw,  Act  1903 — 

iEf^BTa  ■  f  Number  of  Persons  to  whom  Certifi- 
■  ■-.  r-f  XaturaJixation  were  granted  dnr- 
.a^  tfcc  year  1908. 

fiyt.  —  Kepnrt  by  the  Hon.  Stanifortfa 
>*i.th,  AWainisimtor,  on  the  Ptogresi  of 
Ike  Tcmcory  ;  d«icd  asA  Ftbnwry,  1909. 

—  Report  by  the  Hon.  Stasiforth 
Ss^h.  roHBiiaiomr  for  Lands*  kc-,  00 
■1.9  I'rogna  of  ihe  Territory;  dated  3rd 


Otfcace  Acts  190^.1904 — 

Regulations  (Provisional)  for  the  Military 
Forces  of  the  Commonweal  tbr— 

Ameadmcat  of  Regulatioas  516  and  536.— 
Statutory  Rules  190S,  No.  iaS» 

Amendment  of  RegulatioB  ti. — Statutory 
Rules  190S,  No.  109. 

Amendment  of  jerms  "Chief  of  Intelli- 
genco"    and    ''Military  Secretary. 
Statutovy  Rule*  1909,  No.  4. 

Amondmoat  of  Regulations  6,  57,  and  165-, 
and  new  Regulations  609.614. — Statutory 
Rules  1909,  No.  7. 

AmeadBont  of  Regulation  185.- Statutory 
Rulea  1909,  No.  g. 

Cancellation  of  Regulation  564,  and  sub. 
stittttion  of  new  Regulation  in  lieu  there- 
of ;  and  amendment  of  Regulations  567, 
»d  S75'— Stataiory  Rules,  1909, 

Cancellation  of  Regulation  33,  aad  tubsti* 
tmioa  of  new  Regulation  In  lieu  thereof. 
—Statutory  Rules  1909,  No.  t6. 

Amendment  of  Regulation  r4r.— Statutory 
Rules  1909,  No.  17. 

Cancellation  of  Regulation  3,  and  lubsti- 
lutloo  of  new  Regulation  in  lieu  thereof; 
and  amendment  of  Regulatiom  3  and 
4. — Statutory  Rules  iodcj,  No.  33. 

Amendment  of  Kegutaflon  68.— Statutory 
Rules  1909,  No.  33. 

Cancellation  of  Hegulation  179,  and  sub- 
stitution of  new  Regulation  in  lieu  there- 
of; and  amendment  of  Rcgnlatioitt  180 
and  i9i.~Statutory  Rulea  1909,  No.  »j. 

Amandneat  of  Ruulation  iioa.— Statu- 
tory Rules  1909,  No.  40. 
Regulations  (Prorltioaal)  lor  the  Common- 
wealth Military  Cadet  Corps- 
Repeal  of  Regulations  made  bv  Statutory 
Rules  1907,  Nos.  63,  81,  85,  89,  and  131, 
and  Statutory  Rules  1908,  Nos.  9,  49, 
5'>  5^1  591  Bnd  73,  and  substitution  of  - 
new  Regulations  in  lieu  thereof— Statu- 
tory Rules  igog,  No.  34. 

Financial  and  Allowance  Regulations  (Pio- 
visioaal)  for  the  Military  Foicca  of  the 
Com  moBwealth— 
Amendment  of  term     CMaf  of  Intelli- 
gence."—Statutory  Rules  19*9,  No.  3. 
Amendment  of  Regnlatioa  i43.---Statutor]r 

Rules  1909,  No.  Id. 
Amemlmcnt  of  Hcgnlation  r43. — Statutory 
Rules  1909,  No.  la. 

Amendment  of  Regulation  64. — Statutory 
Rules  1909,  No.  33. 
Begulatioos    (Provisional)    for    the  Navai 
Forces  of  the  Commonwealth — 
Amendment  of  Regulations  53  and  64. — 

Statutory  Rule*  1909,  No.  1;. 
Amendment  of  Regulation  148.— Statutory 
Rules  1909,  No.  46- 
Financial  anrl  Allowance  Rcgulation.-i  (Pro- 
visional) for  the  Naval  Forces  of  the 
Common  wea  1  tlv— 
Amendment  of  Regulation  51. — Statutory 

Rules  1908,  No.  130. 
Amendment  of  RegiJatlon  Ao.-i-Sfatut'-jry 
Rules  i9o^i^iBd|9.VorOOQIC 
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Rcgulatioiu  (FForisioDal)   for  the  IfaTal 
Cadet  Corps,  and  cancellation  of  Statu- 
tory   Rules    r907,    No.    19. — Statutory 
Rules  1909,  No.  38. 
New  R^ulatioa  noA.  (Provisional),  and 
Amendment   (PrOTisional)   of  Financial 
and  Allowance  Regulation  98,  for  the 
Military  Forces  of  the  Commonwealth. 
—Statutory  Rules. 1909,  I^o.  35. 
RwnlatifMu  (Proviiional)  relating  to  the 
uuoding  of  Sailon  and  Soldiers  from 
Foreign  Hen-of-War  and  Transports. — 
Statutory  Rules  1909,  No.  31. 
Post  and  Telegraph  Act  1901 — 
Amendment  of  Postal,  Parcels  Post,  and  Tele- 
phone Regulations. — Statutory*  Rules  1908, 
No-  117. 

Amendment  of  Telegraphic,  General  Postal, 
Parcels  Post,  and  Telephone  Regulations. 
Statutory  Rules  1909,  No.  34. 

Amendment  of  TeleplKme  Regulations. — Statu- 
tory  Rules  iQOQi  No.  37. 

Amendment  of  Telephone  Reflations. — Statu- 
tory Rules  r909,'No.  38. 

Amendment  of  Postal  and  General  Postal 
Regulations. — Statutory  Rules  1909,  No. 
42. 

Customs    Act    1^1. — ^Amendment  (Prorisional) 
of    Regnlatum   130,  and   cancellation  of 
Statutory  Rules  1908,    No.  54.— Statutory 
Rules  1908,  No.  126. 
Commerce    (Trade    Descriptions)    Act  1905 — 
Amendment   (Provisional)   of   Regulation  6 
(2)  (a).— Statutory  Rules  1908,  No.  127. 
Audit  Acts  1901-1906. — London  Account  Regula- 
tions.— Statutory  Rules  190S,  No.  131. 
Audit   Acts   1901-1906. — Cancellation   of  Trea- 
sury Regulation  96  (/),  and  substitution  of 
new  Regulation  (Provisional)  in  lieu  there- 
of.— Statutory  Rules  1908,  No.  r34. 
Manufactures    Encouragement    Act    1908. — Iron 
Bounty     Regulations     (Provisional). — Statu- 
tory Rules  1909,  No.  15. 
Excise  Act  1901. — Amendment  (Provisional)  of 
Regulation  at  of  the  Sugar  Regulations. — 
Statutory  Rules  1909,  No.  37. 
Sugar  Bounty  Act  1905. — New  Regulation  taA 
(Provisioaal). — SUtutory  Rules  1909,  No.  43- 
Audit  Acts  1901-1906 — 
Transfers  in  connexion  with  the  Accounts  of 
the  Financial  Year  1908-9 — 
Dated  19th  December,  r9o8. 
Dated  8ui  January,  1909. 
Dated  9th  February,  r909. 
Dated  5th  March,  1909. 
Dated  ist  April,  1909. 
Dated  33Td  April,  1909, 

The  Clerk  laid  upcm  the  Table — 
(i)  Return  to  Order  of  the  Senate  of  26th 
November,  r9oS— Accidents  to  Com- 
monwealth Employes, 
(a)  Return  to  Order  of  the  Senate  of  jtti 
November,  1908 — Vessels  trading  to  pr 
from  Australia  disabled  by  Accidents 
to  Propellers,  from  tst  January,  rgoi. 

SPECIAL  ADJOURNMENT. 

Motion  (bv  Senator  McGregor)  agreed 
to— 

That  the  Senate,  at  its  rising,  adjourn  until 
te-morrow  at  2.30  p.m. 


GOVERNOR-GENERAL'S  SPEECH: 
ADDRESS-IN-REPLY. 

The  PRESIDENT.— I  have  to  report 
to  the  Senate  that  His  Excellency  the 
Governor-General  attended  here  to-day, 
and  was  pleased  to  deliver  a  speech  {vide 
page  5)  expressing  the  reascms  for  the  call- 
ing togeth^  of  Parliam^t,,  copies  of  whidt 
have,  I  beliere,  been  distributed  to  hoa- 
(tfable  senators. 

Senator  E.   J.   RUSSELL  (Victoria), 

[3.6]. — I  beg  to  move — 

That  the  following  Addie«s-in-Reply  to  His 
Excellency  the  Govemor-General's  Opening 
Speech  be  agreed  to. 

To  His  Excellency  the  GoTemor-Genetal, 
Mav  it  please  Yooa  Excxllkncy— 

We,  the  Senate  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Au»- 
tralia,  in  Parliament  assembled,  desire  to  express 
our  loyalty  to  our  Most  Gracious  Sovereign,  and 
to  thank  Your  Excellency  for  the  Speech  which 
you  have  been  pleased  to  address  to  Parliament. 

In  sulxnitting  this  moticm  I  may  say  that  it 
appears  to  me — if  we  may  judge  from  the 
speech  which  the  Governor- General  has 
read — that  the  Senate  will  undoubtedly 
have  plenty  of  work  to  do  during  the  com- 
ing sesaoQ.  The  buaness  with  which  we 
are  confronted  may  very  well  be  classified 
under  one  or  two  headings.  Firstly, 
theie  is  wcx-k  of  a  nati(»ial  diaracter,  which 
has  to  be  carried  on  irrespective  of  party 
differences  by  the  respective  Houses  of  Par- 
liament. Secondly,  there  is  work  of  a 
somewhat  formal  character ;  and  thirdly, 
there  is  the  work  involved  in  some  of  the 
larger  questions,  which,  though  of  a 
national  character,  possess  more  or  less  a 
party  complexion.  Reviewing  one  or  two 
items  in  the  speech,  I  may  observe  that  it 
is  with  considerable  pleasure — and  I  feel 
sure  that  my  pleasure  will  be  shared  by 
honorable  senators  oppo»te  as  wdl  as  by 
those  on  this  side  of  the  chamber— that  I 
learn  that,  despite  the  falling  revenue*  the 
Treasurer  is  ahXt  to  make  the  statement 
that  provision  has  been  made  so  that  old- 
age  paisicKis  will  be  paid  in  full  frcxn  the 
ist  July.  I  believe  that  that  intimation  will 
give  satisfaction  to  all  members  of  this 
Chamber.  It  will  likewj^  give  great 
satisfaction  to  the  people  outade,  including 
those  who  have  been  particularly  en- 
thusiastic in  the  matter  of  the  extension  of 
this  particular  act  of  justice  and  li^t  to 
the  old  people  of  Australia.  I  was  espe- 
cially pleased  to  read  pBX9£^ptl^6  of 
the  speech,  which[^^^^\dW@1^brace 
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a  complete  naticMial  policy  for  Australia. 
It  reads  as  follows : — 

My  AdviKTs  recognise  that  the  effective  defence 
of  Australia  requires  a  vast  increase  of  the 
population,  and  that  a  comprehensive  policy  of 
immigration  is  urgently  called  for;  but  that  this 
is  impossible  without  increasing  the  facilities 
for  the  settlement  of  a  large  population  on  the 
land.  Deeming  this  matter  to  be  one  of  extreme 
urgency,  it  is  proposed  to  bring  forward  at  the 
earliest  possible  date  a  measure  providing  for 
the  progressive  taxation  of  tmimproved  land 
values,  which,  while  providing  revenne,  will,  it 
is  anticipated,  lead  to  the  subdivision  of  luge 
estates  and  cause  extensive  areas  to  be  thrown 
open  to  settlement,  and  so  offer  to  immigrants 
those  inducements  which  are  necessary  to  attract 
ihem  in  large  numbers. 

That  to  me,  ^f^.  President,  seems  in  one 
single  paragraph  to  express,  as  I  have  said, 
almost  a  national  policy  for  Australia ;  be- 
cause I  think  that  it  is  recognised  by  all 
parties  that  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  have 
a  large  population  in  this  country  unless 
there  is  land  available  for  those  who  desire 
to  settle  upon  It. 

Senator  Stewart.  —  Some  h(»u»able 
senators  do  not  agree  with  that. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— We  are 
agreed,  at  all  events,  that  no  population 
can  live  without  land,  although  many  of  us 
may  differ  as  to  methods  of  dealing  with 
the  question.  Man  is  a  land  animal.  Con- 
sequently it  is  essoitial  that  land  should 
be  at  the  disposal  of  those  who  desire  to 
cooie  and  settle  in  this  coimtry.  Involved 
in  the  paragraph  which-  I  have  quoted  is 
also  the  question  of  defence.  I  think  that 
all  honorable  senators  recognise  that  it  is 
impossible  for  the  few  persons  who  are  in 
Australia  now  to  hold  this  vast  country 
effectually.  Therefore  it  appears  to  me 
that  the  land  questicm,  the  population  ques- 
tion, and  the  defence  question  are  involved 
in  each  other.  The  whole  of  the  members 
of  the  Senate  aiid  of  another  place  are, 
however,  not  agreed  that  immigra- 
tion is  dependent  upon  the  land  question. 
I  know  that  there  are  many  who  desire  to 
attract  immigrants  from  other  parts  of  the 
world  to  this  country  irrespective  of  the 
provision  that  is  made  for  them,  either 
for  receiving  them  or  for  pro\'iding 
them  with  land  upon  which  to  settle 
in  order  that  they  may  be  able  to 
increase  the  number  of  producers  in  this 
country  instead  of  merely  swelling  the 
already  overcrowded  city  populations. 

5>enat<n-  Gray. — Does  the  honorable  sena- 
tor say  that  no  such  pro^'ision  has  been 
made? 


Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— What  I  said 
was  that  I  regretted  that  members  were  not 
unanimous  on  the  subject,  and  that  it  is 
foolish,  unjust,  and  ridiculous  to  invite 
people  to  come  to  Australia  without  mak- 
ing provision  to  enable  them  to  earn  a  liv- 
ing when  they  get  here. 

Senator  Gray. — Are  not  the  States  doing 
that  now  ? 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— No,  certainly 
they  are  not..  In  ray  opinion,  the  Govern- 
ments of  the  various  States,  by  injudidous 
advertising  and  the  publication  of  state- 
ments which  do  not  disclose  the  facte  ami 
the  real  position  in  Australia,  are  inducing 
men  to  oonie  to  the  various  States,  prac- 
tically speaking,  under  false  preloioes, 
and  in  their  endeavours  to  outtnd  each 
other  in  the  competition  for  immigrants, 
practically  libel  the  quality  of  the  land  in 
States  other  than  their  own. 

Senator  Gray. — Does  the  honorable  sena- 
tor say  that  the  St.ites  Governments  are  de- 
liberately doing  that? 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— If  they  are 
not  d<nng  so  deliberately,-  their  action  is  an 
evidence  of  such  incapacity  that  I  am  very 
glad  that  the  members  of  the  Governmoits 
against  whom  the  charge  can  be  made  do 
not  represent  the  Labour  Party.  I  wirii  to 
congratulate  the  whole  of  the  members  of 
the  Ministry  upon  their  activity  in  adminis- 
traticm  diuring  the  recess.  I  think  that  no 
one,  whatever  may  be  our  differences  in  re- 
gard to  policy,  will  question  the  fact  that 
those  at  present  charged  with  the  great  af- 
fairs of  this  Commonwealth,  have  dis- 
played an  anxiety  and  an  energy  to  admin- 
ister well  the  affairs  of  the  country.  I  do 
not  know  that  th«e  have  been  many  com- 
plaints of  their  administration.  Of  course, 
thece  are  always  ccxnplaints  as  to  details. 
When  we  con  pare  the  activity  of  the  pre- 
sent Gov«timent  with  the  administration  of 
previous  Governments,  particularly  in  the 
matter  of  the  enforcement  of  the  White 
Austrlalia  policy,  we  have  an  indication 
that  in  order  to  give  real  effe<:t  to  laws 
placed  on  the  statute-book,  we  must  have 
sympathetic  administration  of  those  laws. 
I  might  emphasize  my  point  in  this  con- 
nexion by  a  reference  to  actual  figures  with 
respect  to  the  introduction  of  aliens,  and 
particularly  of  Oiinese.  Despite  the  so- 
called  efforts  of  the  External  Affairs  De- 
partment to  prevent  the  admission  of 
Chinese  to  Australia  under  previous  Gov- 
ernments, it  was  recojt;ni.sed  for  a  consider- 
able time  by  people  (iiT  ^oartidiilar  locali- 
ties  that  th^'9i^'^^*^*S^6^tinually 
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reappeared,  strange  to  say,  with  a  new  face. 
No  one  will  dispute  the  fact  that  despiteour 
legislation  to  prevent  the  introduction  of 
Chinesei,  their  numbers  in  Australia  were  in- 
creasing. I  desire  to  congratulate  the  Min- 
istry, and  particularly  the  Minister  of  Ex- 
ternal Affairs,  upon  the  enerKy  displayed  in 
preventing  the  introduction  of  these  people. 
Dealing  with  the  administration  of  the  Im- 
migration RestrictiOTi  Act,  I  find  that  in 
New  South  Wales  durinj;  the  period  from 
ist  January.  1908,  to  lath  No^'ember,  1908, 
forty-one  Chinese  were  admitted  on  natu- 
ralization papers,  but  since  the  Fisher  Min- 
istry came  into  power  only  twenty -<«ie  have 
been  so  admitted.  In  Victoria  the  numbers 
were  respectively  153  and  83, 

Senator  ^f  illen. — What  period  is  covered 
by  the  first  figures  referred  to? 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSEIJ..— The  period 
between  1st  Jnnuary,  1908,  and  r2th  No- 
vember, 1908.  The  second  period  referred 
to  is  from  the  time  the  Fisher  Ministry 
came  into  ofl^ce  to  the  end  of  April,  1909. 

Senator  Millen. — That  is  to  say,  a 
period  of  twelve  months  as  against  a  period 
of  six  montlis  ? 

Senator  E.  J.  RCSSELL.— That  is  so. 
The  figures  for  Queensland  were  respec- 
tively 10  and  I.  Western  Australia,  none 
during  cither  period  ;  South  Australia,  in- 
cluding Nwthern  Territory,  2  and  i  ;  Tas- 
mania, 28  and  35 ;  the  totals  being  for  the 
first  period  234,  and  for  the  second  141. 
The  figures  with  respect  to  those  who  suc- 
ceeded in  passing  the  examination  test  show 
no  great  change.  With  regard  to  the 
Chinese  stowaways  discovered  during  the 
first  period  referred  to,  as  compared  with 
the  period  since  the  Fisher  Ministry  came 
into  power,  the  figures  are  for  New'  South 
Wales  respectirely  15  and  31.  Victoria, 
none.  Queensland,  o  and  3.  Western  Aus- 
tralia 5  and  17.  The  total  being  20  for 
the  first  period,  as  against  51  for  the  second 
period.  It  is  clear  that  as  a  result  of  the 
energy-  displayed  bv  the  present  Minister 
for  External  Affairs  the  admission  of 
Chinese  into  this  rotintrv  has  been  pre- 
vented in  a  way  in  which  it  was  not  pre- 
vented under  previous  Administrations.  I 
refer  honorable  senators  now  to  the  figures 
relating  to  the  number  of  Chinese  reiected 
on  false  naturalization  papers.  There 
were  none  in  ^i'e^v  South  Wales  ?n  either 
TWiod  referred  to.  In  Victoria  the  figures 
were  respectively  25  and  45 ;  and  for 
the  other  States  there  were  none  so  rejected 
in  either  period.  These  figures  show  not 
^lll  that  in  the  past  the  Chinese  were  suc- 


cefisfully  evading  the  laws  of  this  country, 
but  also  that  there  was  such  a  desire  on 
their  part  to  come  to  this  country  that  in- 
telligent and  energetic  administration  was 
required  to  prevent  them  from  doing  sa  I 
Avish  to  extend  mv  COTigratuIations  to  the 
whole  of  the  members  of  the  Ministry  for 
their  administration  of  their  respective  De- 
partments, at  the  same  time  ntpcessing  a 
hope  that  they  will  long  continue  to  ad- 
minister those  Departments  as  successfully 
as  they  have  done  during  tbeir  short 
regime.'  I  canned  awud  noticing  the  sup- 
pressed smiles  of  honoraUe  senators.  I 
hope  that  they  will  go  on  smiling  as  long 
as  the>'  live  upon  this  earth.  That  is  the 
only  harm  t  wish  them. 

Senator  Walker. — Why  limit  it  to  this 
earth  ? 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— Because  I 
am  very  doubtful  about  some  of  them 
smiling  in  the  next  world.  X  hope  tfiat 
Senator  Walker  will  not  think  that  T  ad- 
dress that  remark  personally  to  him.  I 
come  now  to  the  question  of  defence,  and 
particularly  of  naval  defence.  T  wish  to 
say  that  the  events  of  the  past  few  months 
must  force  any  one  in  Australia  to  realize 
that  the  conditions  of  defence,  not  only  in 
this  country,  but  in  all  other  parts  of  the 
wcffid,  have  completely  dianged.  I  am 
not  by  any  means  an  euthusiastic  soldier 
or  sailor.  If  I  have  a  prejudice  at  all,  it 
is  against  both  these  classes  of  persons, 
who  I  admit  may  be  very  desirable  at  times. 
I  have  no  particular  love  for  those  who 
represent  the  elemaits  of  war.  We  must 
recognise  that  if  in  every  owntry,  and  even 
if  in  every  so-called  civilized  Gountry 
to~day,  there  were  no  soldiers  or  men -of - 
wars-men  there  would  be  no  war.  So  that, 
while  we  may  be  able  to  justify  the  exist- 
ence of  both  these  classes  of  people  as  a 
means  of  defence,  there  is  no  one  who 
would  not  desire,  even  though  it  should  be 
only  a  pious  aspiration,  that  it  might  be 
possible  to  do  without  them.  Still,  it 
would  not  be  desirable  for  us  to  shut  our 
eyes  to  the  fact  that  we  live  in  a  world 
which  is  not  such  as  we  might  desire,  but 
such  as  that  we  know  surrounds  us  to-day. 
Particularly  in  a  young .  cornmunitv  like 
Australia,  '  we  are  not  able  to  take  an 
independent  course  and  ignore  the  af- 
fairs of  other  parts  of  the  world. 
We  have  to  recognise  the  conditiwis 
which  have  grown  up  in  older  countries. 
However  we  may  concentrate  our  efforts 
to  attain  the  ideal.  We  caonot  shut  our 
e>es  to  the  fact  tb8iftized8?ifeerO0gldist, 
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oiring  to  the  conditions  created,  not  by  our- 
selves, but  by  others  in  the  Old  World,  who 
may  not  oecessarily  have  sought  to  cause 
them.  Now,  a  policy  of  naval  defeix%  has 
been  enunciated  in  Australia.  I  am 
not  able  to  speak  as  a  naval  expert; 
but  after  reading  the  reports  of  those  who 
ou^t  to  be  in  a  pontion  to  understand 
die  question,  it  does  seem  to  me  that 
in  establishing  the  nucleus  of  a  navy  in 
the  fonn  of  four  ocean  destroyers  and  six- 
teen river  destro>'«s  the  Fisher  Government 
have  endeavoured  to  ^ive  the  fullest  pos- 
sible effect  to  a  naval  iJoUcy  for  Australia. 
Taking  into  con.sid^ation  our  populaticxi, 
our  finances,  and  tlie  securing  of  the  maxi- 
mum amount  of  safety  at  the  minimum 
amount  of  expense,  I  believe  that  their 
polic)'  is  the  best  and  the  only  one  which 
it  is  possible  for  us  to  institute  to-day.  I 
expect  that  some  honorable  seiutors  will 
say  that  we  should  continue  to  depend 
upon  the  Nav}'  of  the  BrUish  Isles.  I  do 
not  know  that  in  Australia  there  is  any 
man  who.  whatever  party  he  belons^  to. 
would  not  desire,  even  at  the  jvesent  mo- 
ment, that  it  should  be  posuble  for  all  of 
us  to  go  to  sle^  and  leave  the  British  Isles 
to  defend  u&.  Personally,  I  would  be  par- 
ticularly pleased  to  go  to  sleep,  resting 
quite  assured  that,  irrespective  of  any  ef- 
forts which  Australia  might  make  in  this 
direction,  there  was  no  likelihood  of  any 
dai^er  occuring  to  us.  But  what  is  tl4 
position  to-day  ?  The  leading  naval  ex- 
perts of  the  Old  Country  and  leading 
sutesmen  of  not  only  the  Old  Country, 
but  also  the  Domini(His  practically  placed 
in  a  similar  relaticm  to  the  British  Empire 
as  ourseU^,  are  endeavouring  to  formu- 
late a  policy  on  lines  nmilar  to  those 
laid  down  by  the  present  Ministry.  That, 
sir.  brings  me  to  the  nuestion  of  whether 
we  could  more  effectively  defend  ourselves 
by  establishing  a  navy  purely  and  simply 
for  defensive  purposes,  obtaining  the  best 
result  foi  the  money  which  we  have  avail- 
able, or  w^iefher  we  should  make  a  direct 
contribution  to  the  British  Navy  in  the 
form  of  either  men  or  money,  or  ^ps,  as 
proposed  only  a  few  months  ago.  I  re- 
cognise as  clearly  as  any  man  the  obliga- 
tions we  have  been  under  to  the  British 
Isles  for  their  guardianship  of  us  in  our 
weak  and  tottering  days. 

Senator  Gray. — And  how  little  we  have 
done  to  assist  them. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— I  do  not 
think  that  any  generous  mother  or  noble 
father  e\'er  chides  a  sc»i  because  he  is  too 


poor  to  give  that  return  which  some  per- 
sons might  think  desirable. 

Senator  Grav.— Does  the  honwable 
senator  say  that  we  are  too  poor  to  assist  ? 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— And  what 

is  more,  it  is  doing  an  injustice  to  the  Old 
Country  to  imply  tl\at  it  has  ever  com- 
plained of  the  owitributions  fiom  her 
Dominions  oversea. 

Senator  Gray. — ^That  was  not  likely  to 
occur. 

Senatcff  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— The  leading 
statesmen  of  the  Empire  have  distinctly 
disclumed  any  desire  to  make  a  direct 
charge  upon  the  Commonwealth  or 
any  of  the  oversea  Dominions.  It  has  been 
laid  down  by  Mr.  Balfour  and  others  that 
it  would  be  in  the  best  interests  of  Aus- 
tralia if  we  were  to  form  the  nucleus 
of  a  navy  which  would  be  able  to  co- 
operate in  time  of  trouble  or  turmoil  with 
the  British  Navy,  or  that  portion  of  it 
which  could  be  spared  to  assist  us.  It 
has  also  been  said  that  the  whole  Empire 
is  in  danger,  and  that  the  danger  will  be 
even  greater  if  the  Australian  people  do 
not  go  to  the  people  in  the  little  British 
Isles  and  say  to  them,  *'  Will  you  kindly 
lend  us  ;^2, 000,000  to  buy  a  ship  for 
you?"  After  we  had  borrowed  the  money 
we  would  give  the  ship  to  the  chaps  from 
whom  we  borrowed  it,  and  say,  "We  will 
owe  it  to  you."  If  we  have  to  owe  that 
money  to  the  same  community,  what  is  the 
difference  between  that  and  owing  the  ship? 
If  we  have  to  defer  the  responsibiHt>-  of 
levying  a  direct  tax  on  our  people — a -thing 
which  I  do  not  think  any  member  of  this 
Parliament  would  advocate — to  pay  for 
such  a  ship,  then  the  cmly  alternative  is  to 
borrow. 

Senator  W.  Russell. — Without  ctm- 
sulting  the  people. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— I  do  not  say 
with  or  without  the  ccmsent  of  the  people. 
I  only  desire  to  express  my  individual 
I  do  not  think  that  the  majority 


view. 


of  the  people  of  the  Commonwealth  desire 
to  retard  the  development  of  our  naval 
force,  or  to  give  to  the  British  Isles  a  ship 
in  the  form  of  a  Dreadnought  which  they 
do  not  desire. 

Senator  Hendebson. — No  fear;  that 
matter  is  dead  now,  its  advocates  have  all 
gone. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— It  may  be 
dead.  ^  . 

Senator  HENDS^ONiiTrtbOQSQ&id  as 
Julius  Ceesar. 
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Senator  Gray. — The  honorable  senator 
knows  different  frtxn  that. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— It  is  just 
possible  that  some  of  those  who  were  ac- 
cused of  taking  a  little  England  attitude, 
but  who,  in  my  opinion,  took  a  big 
Australian  attitude,  are  to-dav  suffering 
under  misreprefientatiixis,  under  charges 
of  disloyalty,  made  by  people  who  are 
alarmed  whenever  a  panic  taJ^  place,  and 
are  not  able  to  back  up  thdr  fears  with 
any  reason.  Those  foolish  charges  have 
no  application  to  the  present  Ministry,  be- 
cause they  laid  down  a  policy.  They  com- 
municated with  the  Home  authorities,  and 
I  believe  that  every  British  speaking  man 
or  woman  feels  that  in  no  part  of  the 
Briti^  Empire  is  there  an  individual  who 
would  desire  to  stand  aside  when  the  fate 
of  the  British  race  was  at  stake.  But 
what  is  the  position?  Those  in  this 
country  who  were  responsible  for  the  agi- 
tation did  not  think  ior  thanselves,  but 
accepted  dictatioi  cxi  the  part  oi  the 
capitalist  press. 

Senator  Grat. — The  capitalist  press,  who 
are  they? 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— The  same 
newspapers  as  sent  my  hcHun-able  friend  into 
this  Parliament. 

Senator  Gray. — You  are  all  capitalists, 
the  whole  Jot  of  you. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL,— I  know  all 
about  that. 

Senator  FitASBi».~The  honorable  senator 
is  now  a  bigger  capitalist  than  ever  he  was. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— The  trig 
ca^talists  of  Australia  were  such  small 
patriots  that  they  could  not  pay  for  a 
Dreadnought  without  asking  poor  people  to 
OMitribute. 

Senator  Gsat. — Who  were  the  poor 
people? 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— I  am  not 
referring  to  those  cxi  the  list,  but  to  a 
number  of  so-called  patriots,  who,  it  is 
verv  noticeable,  did  not  support  the  proposal 
which  they  so  enthu^astically  barracked  for 
frcHn  the  platform,  but  asked  the  poor 
people  to  pay  by  Customs  taxation.  To-day 
we  are  able  to  review  the  situation  calmly. 
What  does  it  point  to?  It  points  to  this 
fact,  that  it  was  engineered  for  political 
purposes,  not  <mly  in  this  country,  but  in 
the  Old  Country  itself. 

Sraator  Gray. — The  honorable  senator 
must  know  a  lot. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— My  know- 
ledge is  derived  from  the  vote  of  the  House 
of  Cc»nmons.  The  h(xiorable  senator  is  not 


prepared  to  say  that  that  House  was  dis- 
loyal to  the  British  Empire  because  it  re- 
fused to  throw  out  the  GovCTnment  at  t!ie 
dictation  of  those  who  suffered  from  hys- 
teria. On  a  straight-out  vote  of  want  of 
c(»ifideiK8  as  to  whether  the  Parliament 
should  accept  the  naval  policy  of 
the  Asquith  Govermnent,  or  whether 
they  should  be  forced,  irrespective 
of  whether  Germany  went  on  with  her 
policy  of  Gonstnicticm  or  not,  to  lay  down 
eight  Dreadnoughts  at  once,  what  was  the 
reply  of  the  House  of  Commrais?  Three 
hundred  and  fifty-three  members  were  in 
favour  of  the  Government  policy  of  waiting 
and  watching  and  developing  according  to 
the  developments  in  other  coimtries.  Those 
who  were  anxious  to  lay  down  eight  Dread- 
noughts at  once  numbwed  135.  It  is  par- 
ticularly rough,  and  I  think  particularly 
disloyal  to  tb^ir  political  prindples,  for  the 
so.called  Liberals  of  this  country  to  yelp 
in  the  movement  to  displace  th«  Liberal 
Govenmient  of  the  Old  Country.  There  is 
a  recognition  not  cmly  in  the  Old  Country 
itself,  but  here  too,  that  we  are  kixxking 
at  the  door  of  great  social  reforms,  and 
these  things  are  engineered  to  cause  division 
auKxigst  the  ranks  of  the  great  masses  of 
the  people  who  are  anxious  to  see  those  re- 
forms ccmsummated.  Theref<»e  I  congratu- 
late the  Ministry  upon  the  attitude  which 
they  took  up,  and  I  trust  that,  instead  of 
purchasing  ships  to  give  them  to  a  country 
which  does  not  desire  the  present,  and 
whose  Government  does  not  thank  us  for 
the  6ffer,  we  will  continue  to  develop  our 
own  defence,  keeping  it  to  the  maximum  of 
safety  for  ttus  country  for  the  minimum 
expense.  That  brings  me  to  the  position  of 
our  military  aff^rs.  I  have  always  been  a 
strong  oppc»ient  of  ccHnpulsory  military 
training.  I  have  repeatedly  spoken  and 
written  against  that  policy.  At  the  same 
time  I  recognise  as  clearly  as  any  man  does 
the  great  changes  which  have  taken  place 
recently.  When  we  know  that  85  per  cent, 
of  the  fighting  ships  of  Great  Britain  are 
OKioentrated  to-day  about  that  country,  we 
are  not  in  a  position  to  igncne  the  general 
conditi<m  of  affairs.  There  is  not  a  lead- 
ing country  in  the  world  which  has  not, 
during  the  last  five  years,  largely  increased 
it^  war  expenditure.  Furthermore,  there 
is  this  fact — a  reflection  and  a  sarire  on 
civilization  as  it  may  be — that  one-half 
of  the  revenue  raised  by  the  various  coun- 
tries to-day  is  deliberately  spent  on  so- 
called  defensive  operations,  or  to  ac^pt  the 
words  of  one  of  our  leading  Bfitish  states- 
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mra,  the  world  to-dav  has  reached  that  state 
of  developmoit  that  with  all  her  ao^alled 
civilization,  half  the  taxation  is  levied  to 
maintain  soldiers  and  sailOTS  to  kill  each 
other  in  the  so-called  defence  of 
tbor  ocMintries.  The  policy  adopted 
is  always  spoken  as  one  of  defence. 
It  is  really  wonderful  that  war  should 
ever  take  place  seeing  that  the  avowed 
object  of  all  these  great  armies  is  merely 
to  defend  their  own  territories.  But  our 
position  is  this :  All  the  other  diaps  pos- 
sess ■  a  gun.  Under  these  circumstances, 
are  we  justified  in  sitting  down  idly  and 
refusing  to  take  a  gun  in  our  own  hands 
for  the  purpose  of  defending  ourselves? 
I  do  not  think  that  we  are.  I  recognise 
that  with  our  limited  population  we  can- 
not maintain  a  -standmg  army  of  well- 
trained  professional  soldiers.  Further,  it 
b  not  tne  desire  of  the  democracy  of  Aus- 
tralia that  such  a  standing  armv  should 
exist  in  this  country.  In  view  of  the  fact 
that  a  democracy  controls  Australia,  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  only  way  open  to  us  is 
for  that  democracy  to  guard  its  own  interests 
and  to  defend  itself.  Ccmsequently,  if  the 
Defence  Bill,  on  being  submitted  to  Parlia- 
ment, proves  to  be  of  svch  a  democratic 
character  as  to  require  that  all,  from  the 
lowest  to  the  highest  in  the  land,  shall 
serve  within  our  citizen  soldiery  aocwding 
to  tbdr  respectiTe  abilities,  I  believe  it  will 
be  posnble  for  me  to  change  my  mind  upon 
this  questkn.  difficult  as  it  may  be  f me 
to  sunnort  in  some  f^m  or  other  the  prin- 
ciple of  compuls(»y  training. 

Senator  W.  Russell. — Is  the  hcnorable 
senator  panic  stridcen? 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— I  am  not. 
But  I  am  not  so  foolish  as  to  take  up  the 
attitude  of  saying  that  because  I  once 
held  a  obtain  view — ^notwithstanding  that 
I  have  only  been  committed  to  it  since 
I  entered  titiis  Parliament  —  if  circum- 
stances diange  so  that  a  greater  danger 
confronts  us,  I  will  not  alter  my  mind. 
To  ask  me  not  to  do  so  would  be  to  ask  me 
to  create  a  blank  where  I  trust  I  have 
some  intelligence.  Irrespective  of  what 
partv  may  be  occupying  the  Ministerial 
benches,  if  it  be  possible  to  preserve  a 
real,  thorough -going,  genuine  democracy 
throughout  that  Bill,  I  will  endeavour  to 
give  It  my  support,  though  it  will  be  by  no 
means  an  enthusiastic  support.  I  ^all 
accept  the  principle  of  compulsory  train- 
ing, not  as  an  ideal,  but  asscHnething  which 
is  inevitable,  if  we  are  to  be  charged  with 


the  responsibility  of  defaiding  our  own 
country.  If  any  serious  development  took 
place  in  the  Old  Country  whidi  lendued 
it  imooesible  for  it  to  assist  us  to  defend 
the  Commonwealth,  I  do  not  know  that 
we  should  be  in  a  very  safe  poution  on 
account  of  our  small  population,  I  wi^, 
therefore,  to  deal  with  the  necessity  which 
exists  for  attracting  an  increased  popula- 
ti<xi.  It  has  been  ctmtinually  asserted  that 
the  Labour  Party  and  the  Ministry  are 
absolutely  opposetl  to  all  f<xms  of  im- 
migration. I  wisb  to  say  that  I  will 
welcome  any  free  European  immigrant  to 
this  country,  conditionally  that,  upon  his 
arrival,  the  natural  wealtii  of  the  country 
— the  land  and  its  resources — are  placed 
at  his  disposal  not  merely  to  create  addi- 
tional wealth,  but  to  oiable  him  to  main- 
tain himself  and  bis  wife  and  family  in 
leasonable  comfort.  But^  owing  to  the 
ccmditims  which  obtain  to-day,  owing  to 
land  nvMiopol  y ,  there  are  practical  ly  no 
areas  available  for  immigrants,  unless  they 
have  large  amounts  of  capital  at  their  dis- 
posal. 

Senator  Fraseb. — Fudge! 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— My  hooor- 
able  friend  says  "  Fudge !  "  But  irrespec- 
tive of  his  capacity  to  judge  of  what  fudge 
is — and  it  is  reported  to  me  that  he  Ik- 
longs  to  the  school  of  fudge — I  should 
be  pleased  to  know  in  what  part  of  Aus- 
tralia to-day  a  poor  man  can  obtain  land 
under  conditions  which  will  enable  him  to 
maintain  his  wife  andj  familv  as  :tbey 
should  be  maintfuned. 

Senator  Gray. — Immigrants  are  oxning 
into  the  various  States  every  week. 

Senator    Stbwabt. — They  are  leaving 

Victoria. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— I  am  speak- 
ing of  the  whole  of  Australia.  Nowhere 
in  the  Commonwealth  is  land  available 
under  ccxiditiois  which  will  enable  a  poor 
man  to  tate  it  up  and  to  set  his  produce 
to  market  so  that  he  may  obtain  a  reascm- 
able  return  for  the  energy  which  he  est- 
pends  in  that  production,  except  in  a  modi- 
fied way.  It  is  true  that  we  have  a  few 
million  acres  in  Victoria  which  have  not 
been  alienated  from  the  Crown,  but  I 
should  like  Senator  Eraser  to  endeavour  to 
make  a  living  off  them.  That  is  what  I 
meant  when  I  said  "except  in  a  modified 
way."  The  fact  is  that  owing  to  absence 
of  railwav  communication,  to  the  general 
unsuitability  of  the  laiu!;  and  to  the  ex- 
penditure that  %kn  to  he  incurred 
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to  clear  and  dev^op  it,  it  is  absolutely  im- 
possible for  a  poor  man  to  get  upon  it. 

Senator  Mfllen. — It  is  impossible  for  a 
poor  man  to  enter  into  many  other  avoca- 
tions. 

Senator    E.  J.  RUSSELI  Will  my 

honorable  friend  say  that  every  man  should 
be  denied  the  right  to  earn  a  linng  unless 
he  has  wealth? 

Senator  Millen. — But  does  my  honor- 
able friend  say  that  the  Stat^  should  find 
the  capital  necessary  to  enable  every  man 
to  embark  upon  a  business  ? 

Senator  B.  J.  RUSSELL.— No;  but 
this  ootmtrr  is  in  a  very  bad  state  when, 
vrith  our  unlimited  areas,  a  young  man  who 
has  received  a  good  agricultural  training  is 
unable  to  obtain  land  under  condititws 
which  will  insure  him  a  decent  Uveliliood. 
Let  me  tniefly  indicate  what  is  the  position 
with  fcgard  to  our  lands.  I  do  not  wish 
to  enter  into  too  much  detail,  for  I  feel 
sure  that  when  I±>e  Fisher  Government  sub- 
mit their  taxation  proposals  later  in  the 
session,  honorable  senators  will  be  aiTorded 
full  opportunity  of  discussing  their  details. 
In  this  connexion,  I  desire  to  point  out 
that  land  is  unlike  any  other  comoKxIity,  in- 
asmuch as  we  are  all  more  or  less — chiefly 
move— dependent  upcm  the  land.  After  all 
is  said  and  done,  <me  may  be  tempted  to 
say  :  "  Tell  me  the  conditions  of  your 
lands,  and  I  will  tell  you  the  conditions  of 
your  people,"  because  all  wealth  is  drawn 
from  the  land,  and  if  that  land  be  held  by 
monopolists,  ajid  the  latter  have  power  to 
extract  toll  of  an  excessive  character  from 
its  users,  that  toll  or  excessive  rent  must  be 
passed  OT  to  the  ccwnmodities  which  it  pro- 
duces, so  that,  in  the  long  run,  the  people 
have  to  pay.  Now,  land  hunger  in  Aus- 
tralia is  created  not  merely  because  large 
areas  are  monopolized,  but  because  am^l 
areas  are  held  by  men  who  are  too 
poor  to  w(»k  them.  However,  I  do  not 
think  that  anybody  seriously  proposes — I 
know  that  the  [vesent  Government  do  not — 
to»deal  with  the  latter  class.  They  prefer 
to  leave  that  task  to  the  States.  But  they 
do  propose  to  deal  in  a  drastic  fashicxi 
with  the  large  estates  which  are  held  by 
the  land  monopolists  to-day. 

Senator  Gray. — ^Then  is  it  prop(»ed  to 
nationalize  the  land? 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— I  will  tell 
mv  honorable  friend  what  we  propose  to  do. 
We  propose  to  say  to  the  land  monopolists 
of  Australia :  "  We  are  going  to  tax  your 
I'i^  estates,  because  we  believe  that  you 


are  occupying  more  land  than  is  good  for 
the  community." 

Senator  Gray. — The  honorable  senator 
believes  in  nationalizing  the  land? 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— I  believe 
in  saying  to  the  targe  landholders  of  this 
country,  "Make  the  best  possible  use  of 
your  land  by  providing  eo^loyment  for 
labour,  and  producing  wealth  with  which 
to  pay  taxation,  or  get  off  that  land  and 
make  room  for  somebody  else."  I  desire 
to  see  the  lands  of  the  Commonwealth  put 
to  the  fullest  possible  use,  so  that  they 
may  produce  the  greatest  possible  wealth 
and  ivovide  material  oomf<»t  for  its  popu- 
lation. The  amount  of  taxation  which 
the  Labour  Government  propose  to  levy  on 
landed  estates  is  as  follows : — From 
;^5,ooo  to  ;^io,ooo  worth  of  unimproved 
values,  id.  in  the^i.  It  is  intended  to 
exempt  the  first  ;^,ooo  worth  of  land 
valuesL 

Senator  Muxen. — That  is  the  amount 
which  the  Government  would  leave  to  the 
States. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— That  is  so. 
Upon  an  estate  valued'  at  X^^^iooo  this 
tax  would  produce  jQzo  x6s.  8d.  I  do  not 
think  it  can  be  urged  that  we  are  in  nnv 
way  ^adeavouriag  to  crush  the  bender  of 
0,000  worth  ^  unimproved  land  values 
wh^  we  ask  turn  to  otntribute  jQ2o  i6s.  8d. 
to  the  revenue  of  this  country,  seeing  that 
the  larger  prc^iortion  of  that  revenue  will 
be  spent  in  defence  of  the  very  land  which 
h;  occupies. 

Senator  Pulsford. — But  that  is  only 
the  first  charge. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— I  trust  that 
the  final  dharge  will  be  so  heavy  that  some 
landholders  will  be  unable  to  retain  their 
land  one  moment  after  the  proposed  taxa- 
tion has  been  levied,  because  tSie  land 
monopoly  which  exists  in  scHue  parts  of 
Australia  is  more  than  an  evil — more  than 
a  difficulty — ^it  is  a  naticmal  curse. 

Senator  Pulsford. — What  is  the  use  of 
the  honorable  senatOT  quoting  figures  when 
he  expects  to  see  a  much  larger  rate  levied  ? 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— I  desire  to 
quote  the  whole  of  the  figures.  Upon 
estates  aggregating  from  ;^ro,ooo  to 
•f,t^,ooo  worth  of  unimproved  land  values 
it  is  proposed  to  charge  rid.  in  the  £1. 
Thus  an  estate  valued  at  ^15.000  would 
nav  ^^52  IS.  8d.  Upon  estates  ranging 
in  value  from  ^£^15.000  to  ^^20,000  the 
Government  intend  to  lev\-  a  tax  of  2d.  in 
the  £t,  and  thus  a  man  with 
;^2o.ooo  wortfi  of  unimproved  land  lvalues 
will  be  called  up«Miz^ypnPS^Cx68. 
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annually.  Upon  holdings  aggregating  from 
_^2o,ooo  to  ^£30,000  wcMth  of  unimproved 
land  values  it  is  intended  to  charge  ajd. 
in  the  £1,  which  upon  an  area  valued 
at  /:.^o,ooo  would  be  equivalent  to  jQigi 
z8s.  4d.  Upon  estates  romprising  from 
^£30,000  to  j^4tS,ooo  worth  of  unimproved 
land  values,  3d.  in  the  £1  is  to  be  charged, 
so  that  an  estate  valued  at  ^4o>ooo  would 
pav  ^^322  i8s,  4d.  Upoo  estates  aggre- 
gating from  ^£40,000  to  j^SOiOOO  worth 
of  unimproved  land  values  a  tax  of  Hd. 
is  to  be  levied.  Thus  upon  a  holding 
worth  :^5o,ooo  a  stun  of  £4^^  iss-  would 
be  collected.  Upon  estates  valued  at 
^50,000  and  over,  4d.  in  the  £1  is  to  be 
charged.  Thus  an  estate  worth  ;£6o,ooo 
would  be  required  to  pay  £6316  8s,  4d. 
Absentees  in  all  cases  to  pay  id.  in  the  £1 
additional. 

Senator  Pulsford. — That  is  the  thin 
end  of  the  wedge.  What  about  the  thick* 
end? 

Senator  E.  J.  "RUSSELL.— I  will  answer 
Senator  Pulsford's  question  as  to  where  we 
are  going  to  stop.  It  is  true  that  the  Govern- 
ment which  I  am  supporting  have  proposed 
to  insert  "  the  thin  end  of  the  wedge  "  as 
my  hofwrable  friend  has  put  it.      I  hope 
that  it  will  be  so  effective  that  it  will 
achieve  its  purpose  in  spUttinjc  up  some  of 
the    large    estates    which    exist  to-day. 
But  where  I  dilTer  from  the  Government — 
and  I  recognise  the  difficulty  which  they 
feel — is  in  this :   I  am  in  favour  of  still 
further  increasing  the  tax  in  the  case  of 
estates  valued  at  ov«r;£6o,ooo.  Iwouldstiil 
increase  it  in  those  cases  imtil  'the  maximum 
amount  of  land  that  any  one  individual 
should  be  permitted  to  hold  was  reached; 
and  I  would  tax  that  individual  to  the  full 
extent  of  IS.    That  would  mean  this:  In- 
stead of  playing  with  the  question,  we 
should  say  distinctly  to  such  an  individual 
•or  company  that  for  any  person  or  body  of 
persons  to  hold  more  than,  say,  ^50.000, 
or  /^6o,ooo,  or  ;^70,ooo  worth  of  land  was 
a  danger  and  a  menace  to  the  axnmunity, 
and  should  not  be  permitted  under  any  cir- 
cumstances. 

Senator  Grav. — When  the  honorable 
senator  had  reduced  the  value  of  the  land 
he  would  propo.se  to  nationalize  it? 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— Does  my 
hooOTable  friend  think  that  dear  land  is  a 
good  thing?  I  have  heard  a  good  deal 
about  a  dear  land  policy.  It  may  work 
very  well  to  tell  tl«  man  who  owns  land 
that  dear  land  is  a  good  thinf  for  him,  but 
I  take  it  that  it  is  a  bad  thing  for  the  com- 


munity generally.  Land  is  only  used  fcM- 
the  purpose  of  producing  wealth.  A  pick 
is  used  for  the  purpose  of  producing  wealth. 
A  shovel  is  used  for  the  same  purpose.  Let 
any  one  go  to  a  farmer  and  tell  him  that 
it  is  a  good  thing  for  him  that  his  reaper 
and  binder  should  cost  him  ;^^30o.  Tell 
him  that  it  is  a  good  thing  that  he  should 
have  to  pay  a  dear  price  for  bis  bags  or  f(x 
any  other  ccnnmodity  that  he  uses  on  his 
farm.  He  would  n<^  accept  such  a  pro- 
position at  all. 

Senator  Stewast. — Tell  him  that  dear 
hbour  is  a  good  thing. 

Senator  E.   J.  RUSSELL.~Ah  !  that 
would  be  quite  a  different  proposition.  It 
is  quite  possible  that  that  is  what  was  meant 
by  an  honorable  5;enator  opposite  when  he 
said  that  cheap  labour  and  dear  land  would 
be  a  good  thing  for  the  land-owner. 
Senator  Gkat. — Who  said  that? 
Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— If  my  hon- 
orable friend  were  to  listen  as  well  as  he 
interjects  he  would  know  that  I  did  not 
attribute  any  such  statement  to  him.  What 
is  the  position  of  Australia  to-day  in  refer- 
ence to  land  occupation  ?      We  have  an 
area  of  1,903,731,840  acres.      That  is  an 
enormous  tract  of  country.    We  have  an 
area  of  87,247,790  acres  which  has  been 
alienated  by  the  various  States ;  in  process 
of  alienation,  35.3S6»995  acres ;  held  under 
leases  or  licmces,  746,500,000  acres.  A 
large  proportion  of  the  leased  land  of  Aus- 
tralia ocxisists  of  some  of  the  best  soil  in 
the  southern  States,  and  some  of  it  is  held 
at  prices  as  low  as  2s.  6d.  per  100  acres. 
Even   here;    in   Victoria,    the  so-called 
Garden  of  Australia,  where  we  can  boast 
of,    comparatively    speaking,    very  few 
acres   that    are    not  capable   of  profiuc- 
ing    wealth,    men   are   allowed    to  hold 
out   of   use   and   occupation   good  land 
at  as  low  as  |d.  per  acre.     When  we  re- 
member the  large  number  of  men  out  of 
employment  to-day,  the  many  farmers  who 
are  wanting  land,  and  the  many  farmers* 
sons  who  are  looking  for  it  and  cannot 
c^ain  it  because  land  mcmopolists  hold  it 
out  of  use  at  a  mere  nominal  rental,  it  must 
be  recognised   that   such   a  condition  of 
affairs  ought   not  to — and   it   will   not — 
be   permitted    to   continue    in  Australia. 
The  landlords — those  gentlemen  for  whom 
honorable  senators  opposite  seem  at  times 
particularly  anxious  to  hold  a  brief — hold 
land,  either  as  freehold  property  or  under 
licence,  for  a  mere  song,  equal  in  area 
to  the   whole  of  tiie  fqllonnng  cotm- 
tries :— Spain^igiFfdiK^S^Qlgli^,  Austria, 
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Hungary,  Switzerland,  and' Italy.  What  a 
glorious  opportunity  we  have  before  us, 
with  territory  so  held  nK>re  than  equal 
to  those  countries  in  size.  But  those 
iand  mcKiopoUsts  between  them  are  pw- 
mltted  to  hold  and  keep  out  of  use  that 
vast  axea,  whilst  at  the  same  time  we  have 
a  land  hunger  amongst  our  people,  and 
dire  destitution  and  miso-y  in  our  cities. 
Is  it  to  be  wondered  at,  when  we  tolerate 
such  land  m<Miopoly,  that  we  have  nearly 
one  half  of  our  population  in  our  big  towns 
and  cities?  It  would  seem  that  we  are 
trying  to  perpetuate  here,  in  this  newer 
country,  many  of  the  worst  evils  that  exist 
in  the'  old  lands  of  the  world.  I  do  not 
believe,  however  much  we  may  differ  in  our 
methods  as  to  the  best  means  of  grap- 
pling with  this  question,  that  any  hoior- 
able  senator  thinks  that  the  country  is  dcnng 
its  best  that  has  half  its  population  in  its 
cities  and  large  towns. 

Senator  Millen. — ^And  the  proportion 
■will  grow. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— I  wish  to 
be  generous  to  my  honorable  friends  op^ 
posite. 

Senator  Millen.— The  honorable  sena- 
tor has  turned  over  a  new  leaf,  then. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— I  do  not 
think  that  I  have  ever  said  a  harsh  word  of 
ray  honorable  friend.  Indeed,  I  do  not 
think  he  deserves  hard  thmgs  to  be  said  of 
him.  What  he  requires  is  sympathy  for 
his  mistaken  opinions.  I  deeply  sym- 
pathize with  him  on  that  score  and 
willingly  forpve  him  for  his  past.  A  re- 
markable statement  has  been  made  in  con- 
nexion with  the  land  question  by  the  ex- 
Prime  Minister,  who,  I  trust,  will  be  ac- 
cepted as  an  authorit\'  on  this  subject.  Re- 
cently, after  a  viat  to  the  Tweed  River, 
and  up<m  his  return  to  Melbourne,  Mr. 
Deakln  made  the  statement  that  the  whole 
population  of  Australia  could  be  dumped 
on  land  at  the  Tweed.  Yet  to-day,  when 
a  man  takes  part  in  a  land  ballot  in  any 
of  the  States  of  Australia,  if  he  happens 
to  secure  a  block  of  land,  he  is  abmit  as 
lucky  as  a  man  who  wins  a  Tattersall's 
sweep. 

Senator  Millen. — And  many  go  into 
land  ballots  for  the  same  reasoo— -because 
there  is  a  \ng  prize  for  a  little  sum. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— They  may 
think  that  the  chaps  who  hold  the  big 
prizes  in  the  matter  of  land  did  not  pay 
big  sums  to  obtain  them. 
rnator  Millen. — Exactly. 


Senator  E  J.  RUSSELL.— What  spe- 
cial privilege  should  be  extended  to  the  land 
monopolists  which  ought  not  to  be  ex- 
tended to  the  genuine  agriculturist?  Surely 
S«iator  Millen  is  not  going  to  say  to  the 
poor  man  who  is  struggling  to  obtain  a 
bit  of  land  that  he  is  doing  a  wrong  in 
entering  into  wie  of  these  land  ballots. 

Senator  Millen. — I  did  not  say  that 
he  was  doing  ^rmag. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— The  facts 
in  connexion  with  the  ballots  show  that  we 
have  a  vast  number  of  people  in  Australia 
who  are  particularly  anxious  to  go  upon 
the  soil  and  become  producers,  anxious  to 
rear  families  in  this  country.    It  ought 
to  be  our  policy  to  encourage  them  to  settle 
upcMi  the  land  rather  than  to  swell  the 
population  of  our  over-crowded  cities.  But 
our  policy  at  present  has  the  contrary  ef- 
fect.   We  may  not  deliberately  intend  it ; 
but  the  fact  that-  these  men  cannot  get 
land  operates  in  just  the  same  way  as  if 
we  deliberately  meant  to  keep  fitem.  from 
getting  it.    If  the  statement  o£  Mr.  Dea- 
kin  be  true  as  to  the  Tweed  River,  it  is 
equally  true  as  to  the  western  district  of 
Victoria.  The  land  there  will  ocMnpare  favor- 
ably with  any  land  in  any  part  of  Austra- 
lia.  Takoi  as  a  whole,  it  is  probably  quite 
equal  to  the  best  that  we  have.    Yet   it  is 
possible  to  travel  long  distances  in  that 
country,  which  is  less  than  200  miles  frcmi 
Melbourne,  and  not  meet  a  white  man. 
Only  recently  I  had  occasion  to  travel  from 
Camperdown  to  Lismore,  a  distance  of  30 
miles.    I  did.  not  meet  a  single  individual 
upon  the  road.      Everywhere  there  stared 
me  in  the  face  the  three-rail  fence  of  the 
man  who  says  "I  own  this  land,  and  I  re- 
fuse to  permit  any  one  to  use  it  unless  they 
purchase  it  from  me  at  £50,  £60,  or  j^yo 
per  acre,  or  unless  they  pay  me  from  j£2 
to   ^4   per   acre   per   annum   rent  for 
it. "      Men  ought  not  to  be  asked  to 
go  upon  the  land  under  conditions  such 
as  those.    It  is  impossible  to  make  a  suc- 
cess of  the  enterprise  if  land  is  purchased 
at  such  a  price,  and  it  is  still  more  impos- 
sible for  a  man  to  make  a  reasonable  liv- 
ing if  he  has  to  pay  such  excessive  rents. 
Yet  there  are  hunt^eds  of  men  in  this  coun- 
try to-day  Who  instead  of  working  for 
thdr  wives  and  children,  who  surely  have 
a  right  to  claim  the  results  of  Uieir  oiergy 
and  skill,  are  merely  working  to  provide 
a  large  annual  income  fcx-  men  who  do  not 
cultivate  the  soil  which  they  occupy.  One 
man  said  to  me  not  long  agq,  "I    do  not 
farm  now."    I  aslg^j^iig^feoogteaid. 
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"It  pays  better  to  let  the  other  chap  work 
the  land  and  pay  me  rent  for  it."  It  is 
merdy  our  system  of  land  mcmopoly  which 
enables  men  to  exact  such  terms  from  our 
fanning  communitv  to-dav.  When  I  turn 
to  New  South  Wales,  what  do  I  find? 
There  are  in  that  State  23,830*261  acres 
owned  by  722  persons  or  ccnnpanies,  thar 
holdings  averaging  31,621  acres.  Some 
people  will  be  inclined  to  say,  perhaps,  that 
they  occupy  the  poorest  land  in  the  State. 
But  that  would  be  a  reflection  upon  the 
intelligence  of  men  who  were  acute  enough 
to  obtain  possession  of  their  land  when  they 
bad  the  opportunity. 

Senator  Millen. — ^The  honorable  senator 
must  make  allowance  for  those  holding  land 
in  the  western  division,  where  the  law 
compelled  them  to  buy,  and  where  the  scnl 
is  not  suitable  for  settlem^t. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— We  may 
make  whatever  allowance  tbe  honorable 
senator  likes,  but  it  is  impossible  to  make 
New  South  Wales  contain  an  additicHial 
acre  of  land ;  and  while  these  monopolists 
hold  that  area  of  land  it  is  impossible  for 
others  to  settle  upon  it. 

Senat<ff  Turley. — A  great  deal  of  it 
was  "peacocked'*;  Senator  Millen  knows 
that 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— Whatever 
may  be  said  as  to  mcxiopolists  holding  poor' 
land  in  some  parts  of  Australia,  it  is  cer- 
tain that  the  monopolist  of  Victoria  is  hold- 
ing the  very  best  land.  It  is  not  <xi  first- 
class  land  that  cultivation  is  taking  place 
in  this  State  to-day.  We  have  sheep  graz- 
ing on  the  first-class  land  whilst  we  have 
men  struggling  on  land  of  inferior  quality 
in  other  parts  of  Victoria.  What  is  the 
positicai  of  land-holding  in  this  State?  Out 
of  27,428,489  acres  of  alienated  land  in 
Victoria,  633  perscms  or  companies  own 
11,707,492  aCKs;  each  person  or  company 
oocupying  an  estate  of  over  ^,000  acres. 
Twenty-uiiee  persons  in  Vtctwia  own 
estates  of  over  50,000  acres,  the  average 
holding  amounting  to  149,233  acres. 
I  maintain  that  we  cannot  afford, 
in  the  interests  of  this  ccanmunity, 
to  permit  this  condition  of  mono- 
poly to  continue  any  longer.  I  find,  fur- 
ther, that  in  this  State  525  persons  own 
one  acre  out  of  every  eight.  If  that  is  not 
land  mcmopoly  I  do  not  know  of  any  con- 
dition to  which  that  term  can  be  applied 
in  any  part  of  the  world.  We  have 
1,000,000  acres  owned  by  ix  perscms.  I 
have  no  grudge  against  them.  They  are 
lucky  individuals  who  tocAc  advantage  of 


an  opportunity  which  presented  itself.  But 
while  those  11  persons  are  in  possession  of 
1,000,000  acres  of  land,  they  are  keeping 
out  hundreds  who  ought  to  be  cultivating  the 
soil.  Instead  of  11  there  is  room  for  i.ioo 
individuals  to  live  upm  that  area  of  soil. 
We  declare  for  the  1,100  ns  against  the 
eleven  individuals  who  have  a  monopoK  of 
this  land.  I  wish  now  also  to  challenge 
the  use  to  which  the  land  is  put.  Not 
only  do  these  individuals  hold  the  land  in 
monopoly,  but  they  hold  it  out  of  produc- 
tion, thereby  refusing  to  give  employment 
to  labour  and  restricting  the  production  of 
wealth  in  the  Commonwealth.  In  1906, 
12,930,250  acres,  or  nearly  50  per  cfnt., 
of  the  alienated  land  was  held  in  estates 
exceeding  1,000  acres  each.  In  1908, 
'3j057>9'4  acres  were  so  held,  an  increase 
in  only  two  years  of  137,664  acres  to  the 
area  held  by  land-holders  holding  more 
than  1,000  acres  each.  This  indicates  that 
land  monopoly  is  increasing.  When  a 
large  land-owner  decides  to  sell  his  land  it 
is  immediately  purchased  by  those  who  al- 
ready hold  land,  and  not  a  single  addi- 
tional settler  is  added  to  the  communitv. 
Of  the  area  held  under  freehold  and  ler.s'e- 
hold,  comprising  43i994>4o6  acres,  onlv 
4,269,877  acres  are  under  cultivation.  This 
must  be  a  serious  handicap,  and  when  to- 
day people  complain  of  the  price  of  com- 
moditira  the  direct  product  of  the  land, 
such  as  bread,  wheat,  and  meat,  it  must  be 
apparent  that  these  conmiodities  cannot  be 
cheaply  produced  if  a  few  members  of  the 
community  are  allowed  to  hold  land  in 
monopoly  and  keep  it  out  of  use.  In  Vic- 
toria the  State  Government  has  been  com- 
pelled to  abandon  its  polic>'  of  closer 
settlement^  because  the  land-holders  refuse 
to  part  with  their  land  except  at  such  ex- 
cessive prices  as  prevent  men  being  placed 
upon  the  land  under  reasonable  conditions. 
Seeing  that  the  State  Government  of  Vic- 
toria hag  abandoned  all  hope  of  establish- 
ing new  settlers  on  the  soil,  and  that  owing 
to  the  operation  of  one  branch  at  least  of 
the  State  Legislature,  the  State  Parliament 
is  unable  to  carry  into  effect  this  desirable 
law,  surely  it  must  be  the  general  desire 
that  this  Federal  Parliament,  that  is  able 
to  exercise  the  necessary  power,  should  do 
so  in  the  interests  of  the  country.  I  find 
that  in  1908,  of  estates  under  1,000  acres 
in  area,  2,709,548  acres  were  cultivated, 
as  compared  with  r,329,673  acres  of  the 
area  comprised  in  lafgM:.estafe§,  Those 
holding  theDigWltei-'ftRS^culrivated 
^>S79>ooo  acres  more  than  did  the 
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land-holders  holding  o\'er  x,ooo  acres  each. 
This  goes  to  show  that  to  ena>uraee  closer 
settlanent  is  to  encourage  increased  pro- 
duction, and  that  the  small  man  firmly  es- 
tablished upcm  the  land  becomes  a  direct 
producer  instead  of  one  holding  the  land 
in  idleness  for  merely  speculative  purposes 
at  the  expense  of  the  general  community. 
I  find  that  in  South  Australia,  excluding  the 
Northern  Territory,  304  persons  or  com- 
panies own  3,545,000  acres,  whilst  30  per- 
sons own  1,269,704  acres  ranging  frran 
26,000  acres  to  81,000  acres  per  holding. 
Coming  to  Tasnania.  and  I  am  pleased  to 
notice  that  one  honorable  senator  represent- 
ing Tasmania  is  present  who  may  naturally 
be  supposed  to  be  interested  in  his  State, 
I  find  that  that  small  little  island,  that 
speck  in  the  Commcnwealth  of  Australia, 
is  still  sufficiently  large  to  hold  some  of  the 
worst  land  mono^lists  in  Australia. 
There  are  in  Tasmania  551  holdingsof  from 
5.000  to  15.000  acres  eadi;  142  of  between 
15,000  acres  and  40.000  acres;  and  22  of 
from  40,000  acres  to  80,000  acres.  This 
state  of  affairs  more  fully  explains  the 
backward  state  of  Tasmania  than  anv  other 
set  of  circumstances  that  I  know  of. 

Senator  Dobson. — Tasmania  is  not  back- 
ward, and  that  does  not  explain  it. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL. — Tasmaiua 
has  not  made  the  progress  and  development 
which  might  have  been  expected  from  the 
desires,  numbers,  and  energies  of  her 
I.ieoi>]e,  simply  because  so  much  of  the 
Stat^'  has  b^n  held  in  mcxiopc^y  by  a  few 
of  the  pec^le,  and  has  not  been  put  to  the 
fullest  possible  use. 

Senator  Dobsox. — That  is  not  the  case. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— The  honor- 
able senator  can,  of  course,  say  anything 
he  pleases. 

Senator  Millen. — Senates  E.  J.  Russell 
is  availing  himself  of  that  prinlege  just 
now. 

_  Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— It  is  my 
right,  r  have  possession  of  the  Chair,  and 
when  I  have  finished  it  will  be  within  the 
right  of  Senator  Dobson  if  he  pleases  to 
rise  and  say  that  land  roonopcJy  does  not 
ex!5:t  in  Tasmania. 

Senator  Pulsford. — If  each  man  is  to 
have  only  a  few  acres  the  whole  pc^niUtion 
of  Australia  might  easily  be  crowded  into 
Tasmania. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSEtL.— No  reason- 
able person  Avill  contend  that  any  man  by 
holding  a  bij?  monopoly  of  land  confers  • 
iaai&t  upon  his  neighbour.    If  M'e  are  to 
nd  from  the  interjection  of  the  hon- 


orable senator  that  he  claims  that  these- 
land  m(XK>po]ists  are  a  boon  and  a  blessing 

to  Tasmania,  how  does  he  account  for  tlie 
fact  that  in  almost  all  the  States  of  Aus* 
tralia  tlie  Governments  are  desirous  of  ac- 
quiring estates  from  land-holders  that  they 
may  establish  more  settlers  upon  the  soil  ? 
Is  it  not  because  land  monopoly  prevents 
settlement  and  the  production  of  wealth 
that  the  States  Governments  are  compelled 
to  move  in  this  direction  to  make  the  lands 
available  to  the  people?  I  wish  to  quote 
the  prices  paid  for  land  in  different  parts 
of  yictaria  frran  the  columns  of  our  old 
friend,  the  Melbourne  Argus — as  an  in- 
dication generally  of  the  price  of  land  in^ 
this  State,  and  to  &ho\v  the  extent  to  which 
public  expenditure,  mostly  of  a  collective 
or  socialistic  character,  has  increased  the 
^•alue  of  land  for  the  benefit  of  the  nominal' 
holder  of  the  land.  The  fact  is  that, 
owing  to  the  excessive  prices  charged  for 
land  even  at  public  auction,  it  is  impos- 
sible even  for  men  possessing  moderate 
means  to  get  ujxm  the  land.  According  to* 
a  report  appearing  in  tlie  Argus,  1  find  that 
at  Birchip  an  estate  of  2,400  acres  was 
sold,  and  the  price  is  stated  to  be  a  sub- 
stantial advance  on  that  for  which  the  land 
was  purchased  scxne  little  time  ago.  It  is- 
stated  that  at  Melt(»i  330  acres  changed 
hands  at  j£j6  5s.  an  acre.  At  Stratford 
Mr.  Whyke's  dairy  farm  of  115  acres  was 
sold  for  j^3i  10s.  pCT  acre.  Here  in 
three  representative  portions  of  Victoria 
Inrge  increases  in  the  value  of  land  are 
shown.  Let  me  take  another  case.  I  find 
frcMn  the  Argus  that  H.  James  and  Com- 
pany, of  Orbost,  report  land  sales  at  that 
place.  Honorable  senators  must  recognise 
that  there  are  no  railway  facilities  at  Or- 
bost, and  the  cost  of  transport  there  is 
excessive.  Orbost  is  isolated  in  the  nuddle 
of  the  Gippsland  bush.  The  transport 
charges  are  necessarily  so  great  that  the 
land  itself  should  not  be  verv  valuable, 
even  though  it  comprised  the  Sest  smi  in 
the  country. 

Senator  Dobson. — But  is  there  not  more 
land  settlement  in  Victoria  than  in  "  God's 
own  country  "  in  spite  of  the  unimproved' 
values  of  land? 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— What  does 
the  honwable  senator  call  "  God's  cnvn 
cmintry  "  ? 

Saiator  Dobson. — Xew  Zealand. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— I  am  not  in- 
the  habit  of  repeating  phrases  used  by 
others,  and  to  me  Australia  is  "  God's 
own  c(Mjntr>-."      Let  me  say  that  if  the- 
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land  mcxtopolist  is  God  this  U  truly  God's 
o»n  country.  Referring  to  the  prices  of 
land  at  Orbost,  I  find  that  one  lot  of  66 
acnes  brought  j£2j  per  acre.  Another  66 
acTrf  bought  per  acre.  Sixty-two 

acres  brought  j£35  per  acre;  62  acres,  £$0 
per  acre ;  63  acres,  j£iS  los.  per  acre ;  33 
aaes,  j£48  per  acre ;  32  acres,  £41  per 
acre ;  97  acres,  £^6  10s.  per  acre  These 
prksi  show  the  glorious  prospects  before 
iDen  po6>essin£  a  fair  amount  of  capital 
who  desire  to  get  upon  the  lands  of  this 
State-  I  find  from  the  Argus  that  at  Lin- 
flenow  Flat  land  was  sold  at  ^52  los.  per 
acre,  and  men  are  found  bo  anxious  to 
secure  land  that  they  are  actually  fighting 
lo  gt-t  (x>bbes6ion  of  land  on  the  hill-tops, 
where  the  soil  is  not  so  good.  Th«-e  is 
a  report  from  Xlessrs,  Theo.  Johansen  of 
the  sale  of  100  acres  of  hill  and  flat  land, 
and  one  lot  reached  15B.  per  acre.  I 
have  taken  ihese  prices  from  the  Melbourne 
Argus,  which  does  not  advocate  the  Labour 
policy  or  land  taxation,  and  we  may, 
thereifore,  assume  that  they  are  reasonably 
correct.  I  leave  the  land  question  by  say- 
ing that  I  hope  we  shall  be  successful  dur- 
ing the  coming  session  in  carrying  the  pro- 
posals of  the  Fisher  Government  for  land 
taxation.  I  believe  the  questiwi  is  of  such 
magnitude  and  importance  that  to-day  it 
is  not  a  party  but  a  national  question.  It 
is  also  a  question  of  defence,  and  a  ques- 
tion of  the  population  of  our  unpopulated 
country. 

Senator  Dqbson. — But  as  a  practical 
question  similar  taxation  in  New  2^aland 
has  not  effected  the  purpose  for  which  it 
was  imposed. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— If  the  hon- 
(wable  aenator  wishes  to  prove  that  the  land 
laws  in  New  Zealand  have  been  a^failure 
be  will  be  at  liberty  to  take  as  much  time 
as  be  deaires  to  do  so.  But  if  he  were  to 
occupy  six  weeks,  armed  with  all  the 
autlKirities  this  House  would  accept,  it 
would  be  impossible  for  him  to  prove  that 
the  New  Zealand  land  laws  have  been  a 
failure,  because  not  only  have  they  added 
to  the  number  of  new  settlers,  but  those 
settled  upon  the  land  have  prodixxd  more 
from  it  than  was  ever  produced  before,  and 
the  New  Zealand  Government  to-day,  as 
the  result  of  the  experiment  tried  in  that 
country,  are  increasimr  the  number  of  set- 
tlers on  the  land  by  offering  even  more 
generous  terms  than  were  ^veriously  (^ered. 

Senator  Pulsfobd. — Does  not  the  honor- 
able senator  know  that  every  week  hundreds 


of  persons  are  leaving  New  Zealand  for 
New  South  Wales  because  they  cannot  get 
work  ? 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— If  [arsons 
are  leaving  \ew  Zealand  to  apply  for  land 
in  New  South  Wales  and  to  go  to  the  bal- 
lot, they  cannot  be  quite  right,  as  it  Is  prac- 
tically impossible  for  them  to  obtain  land  in 
that  country  within  a  reasonable  time.  I 
hope  that  in  this  session  it  will  be  enacted 
that  the  biggest  estates  sliall  be  taxed  to  such 
an  extent  that  their  owners  will  be  com- 
pelled to  break  them  up  to  enable  further 
settlement  and  production  to  take  place.  It 
is  proposed  in  nsk  I'arliament  to  permit  a 
referendum  to  be  taken  on  the  question  of 
amending  the  Constitution  so  as  to  admit  of 
the  application  of  the  policy  of  new  protec- 
tion. I  hope  that  when  that  alteration  is 
made,  as  I  feel  sure  it  will  be,  it  will  be 
made  possible  for  the  ComnMmwealth  Court 
of  Conciliation  and  Arbitration  to  deal  with 
any  industry,  irrespi^tive  of  whether  it  is 
protected  or  not.  I  w.ns  very  amused  to 
read  in  lo-day's  newspai^rs  that  my  honor- 
able friends  opposite  were  goinjr  to  co- 
operate in  securing  new  protection  bv  means 
of  a  Board  of  Trade  to  which  will 
harmonize  the  det  e  rmi  na  t  ions  of  the 
State  Wages  Boards.  What  is  the  value 
of  a  proposal  of  tlut  kind  compared  with  a 
uniform  law  for  the  Commonwealth?  In- 
stead of  reducing  Wages  Boards  to  one 
body;  instead  of  aiming  at  simplicity  and 
debarring  the  States  from  dealing  with  such 
matters,  ray  honwable  friends  projwse  to 
create  an  additional  Board  to  cause  more 
confusion,  more  expense,  and  less  satisfac- 
tory results,  than  we  !;et  to-da\ .  One  tbinf; 
in  connexion  with  our  arbitration  law  which 
should  be  borne  in  mind  is  the  enormous  ex- 
pense which  it  inralvea.  Poor  men  who  are 
working  for  a  mere  pittance,  and  believe 
that  they  are  not  receiving  a  just  wage,  have 
to  dip  their  hands  into  their  pockets  to  make 
an  application  to  the  Court  and  seek  the 
bene6ts  of  the  law,  and  they  have 
to  do  that  in  a  so-called  democratic 
community,  governed  by  a  democratic  Par- 
liament. Only  recently  we  had  the  harves- 
ter case,  where  the  men  in  the  industry, 
whom  the  Judge  described  as  sweated  n:en. 
had  to  raise  j£9°o  to  enable  them  to  tost  the 
law,  which  unfortunately  was  ruled  out  as 
unconstitutional.  Not  only  thnt,  but  the 
Deakin  Government,  through  Mr.  Justice 
O'Connor,  gave  a  distinct  understanding  t-^ 
the  manufacturers  that  the  "Excise  dutv 
would  net  he  collected  until  the  State 
Wages  Board  had  given  an  aivard. 
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spite  of  that,  the  Deakin  Government 
allowed  the  workers  to  spend  ^900  to 
bring  their  case  before  the  Arbitration 
Court,  knowing  that  they  had  giv«i  a 
pledge  in  writing  to  the  manufacturers 
through  Judge  O'Connor. 

The  PRESIDENT.— Order !  I  point 
out  to  the  honorable  senator  that  it  is  not 
fair  to  allude  to  Mr.  Justice  O'Connor  in 
that  way,  but  of  course  he  may  allude  to 
actions  of  Mr.  R.  E.  O'Ccmnor,  when  a 
Minister. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.  —  What  I 
wished  to  point  out  was  that  a  letter  to  that 
effect  was  officially  read  fr<Mn  the  Bench, 
and  I  meant  no  disrespect  to  the  Judge. 
The  Government  permitted  the  WOTkers  to 
spend  £900  in  testing  a  case  after  they 
had  gi^-en  a  distinct  understanding  to  the 
manufacturers  that  they  would  make  no 
attempt  to  collect  the  Excise. 

Senator  Givens. — It  was  a  piece  of  bare- 
faced treachery. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— Despite  the 
position  which  the  Deakin  Government  had 
taken  up  <hi  that  question  they  by  their 
own  treacherous  act  and  practically  by 
false  pretences,  allowed  the  men  to  spend 
that  moaey.  Whatever  Government  may 
be  in  power  every  penny  of  that  sum  should 
be  recouped  to  the  mm.  OAerwise  the 
Commonwealth  cannot  credit  itself  with 
honesty  and  justice  to  the  unfortunate  men. 
Again,  we  have  the  unsatisfactory  position 
of  never  knowing  when  or  how  or  by  what 
means  one  can  come  under  the  Act.  Apart 
from  the  new  protecticmist  proposal  I 
want  a  general  law  on  the  subject.  To-day 
we  have  the  case  of  the  wood-w(»-kers,  who 
are  desirous  of  securing  a  uniform  wage 
throughout  Australia.  What  do  we  find? 
These  unfortunate  timber  wwkers  and  bush 
wwkers  have  to  fi^t  Uieir  employers  in  the 
High  Court,  and  already  thar  costs  have 
reached  to  nearly  _;^i,ooo.  Take  the  posi- 
tion in  Broken  Hill,  where  the  men  ap- 
pealed to  the  Arbitration  Court  and  re- 
ceived an  award.  There  was  no  power 
practically  to  ccwnpel  that  award  to  be  car- 
ried out.  When  we  hear  remarks  from  the 
worker.-?  in  Broken  Hill  that  they  are  tired 
of  arbitration,  that  they  no  longer  desire 
to  appeal  to  the  law,  what  does  it  mean? 
It  is  the  cry  of  desperate  man,  who  tried 
to  get  just  omditions  from  thar  employers, 
and  were  refused;  who  then  tried  to  get 
just  conditions  from  the  law  of  a  so-called 
democratic  Commonwealth,  and  found  that 
owing  to  expense  it  was  impossible  to  do 
so.   These  men,  if  we  are  not  careful,  are 


likely  to  resort  to  that  most  deadly  of 
weapcMis,  a  strike,  on  all  occasions  to  de- 
fend their  rights  and  interests.  I  do  not 
desire,  nor  have  I  ever  desired,  to  see  a 
strike,  and  industry  suspended,  while  mas- 
ters and  mm  settle  their  grievanoes.  But  I 
see  to-day  a  poor  body  of  men  having  a 
genuine  grievance  and  receiving  low  wages 
who  desire  to  get  an  award  from  the  Arbi- 
tration Court.  If  they  have  not  the  neces- 
sary money  they  have  only  one  option,  and 
t  hat  is  the  ba  rbarous  one  of  1  ay  ing 
down  the  tools  of  industry.  I  do  not  think 
that  it  is  in  the  interests  of  either  employers 
or  men  or  the  Commonwealth  itself  that 
we  should  have  big  strikes.  But  in  the 
absence  of  a  qu«;ik  and  just  m^hod  of  deal- 
ing with  the  complaints  and  grievances  of 
men  as  well  as  employers  if  they  desire  it, 
the  weapon  of  the  strike  will  be  resorted 
to  more  and  more  in  the  future,  and  small 
blame  will  attach  to  those  who  have  resort 
to  it  if  they  cannot  obtain  a  ready  means  of 
adjusting  thar  differences  in  a  court  of 
law. 

Senator  Dobson. — Were  not  the  Broken 
Hill  men  offered  justice,  and  did  they  not 
refuse  it? 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— Did  the 
men  of  Broken  Hill  receive  justice? 

SenatcH*  Dobson. — They  were  badly  led. 
Thev  were  offered  everything  which  they 
could  wish  for. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— I  did  not 
hear  of  honwable  senators  going  to  Broken 
Hill  to  extend  their  sympathies  to  the  poor 
men  who  they  thought  were  deluded.  It 
is  easy  to  stand  off  and  criticise  those  who 
lead.  If  Senator  Dobson,  as  an  Australian 
citizen,  be!iev«l  the  men  to  be  in  the 
wrong,  or  badly  led,  or  if  he  regarded 
their  acti<»i  as  suicidal,  his  duty  was  not 
to  stand  aside  and  permit  them  to  proceed 
as  they  were  doing,  but  to  tender  advice 
and  sympathy^  and  exhibit  the  friendship 
which  ought  to  exist  between  a  politidan 
and  a  great  body  of  men  who  are  practi- 
cally starving. 

Senator  Dobson. — One  might  as  well 
have  talked  to  a  stone  wall. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— That  is  the 
old  insult  flimg  at  the  workers.  Will  the 
honorable  senatw  tell  me  that  in  Brcdcen 
Hill  there  are  no  workers  with  the  power 
to  think?  If  he  had  the  power  to  in- 
telligently show  men  where  they  were 
wrong,  and  how  to  improve  their  condi- 
tions, thev  had  e(|^y^t§3^d4^eceire 
the  miormation.  O 


Govefnor-GeneraTs  Speech:     [26  May,  1909  ]  AUress-in-Reply.  25 


Senator  Dobson. — Tvrannv  and  injus- 
tice. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— It  is  easy 
to  talk  about  tyranny,  but  fancy  a  man 
working  under  conditions  which  he  believes 
to  be  unjust  exercising  tyranny  over  those 
who  own  the  mines.  Fancy  the  wives  of 
men  who  were  declared  by  the  Judge  of 
the  Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Court  to 
be  only  agitating  for  a  reasmable  and  fair 
ctHidition  of  things  being  drawn  to  the 
witness  box  and  asked  to  give  evidence  as 
to  e\Tery  halfpenny  that  they  spent ! 

Senator  Dobson. — Why  did  not  the  men 
think  of  thdr  wives? 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— Because  they 
had  been  humiliated  and  brought  to  that 
conditi(Ki  that  they  had  to  prove  the  cost 
of  living.  If  we  are  going  to  have  the 
workers'  wives  brought  into  Court  to  show 
how  they  spend  a  penny  in  purchasing  a 
candle  or  some  tea.  it  is  time  that  we 
asked  the  wives  of  the  shareholders  how 
tbcy  helped  to  spend  the  1,000,000  paid 
by  the  mines  in  dividends.  Let  us  have 
a  reascHiable,  ready,  direct,  and  just  method 
of  settling  disputes.  Let  us  strip  the 
matter  of  all  trappings  and  legal  techni- 
calities. That  result  can  only  be  secured 
by  granting  to  the  Federal  Court  full  power 
to  settle  disputes  promptly,  instead  of 
waiting  until  six  Wages  Boards  have  sat. 
and  then  bringing  in  another  authority  to 
harmonize  their  differences.  I  am  afraid 
that  I  have  nearly  exhausted  the  patience 
of  honorable  senators.  I  trust  that,  what- 
ever may  be  the  work  of  this  session,  it 
will  be  of  great  value  to  the  Commonwealth 
from  the  national  point  of  view — from  the 
point  of  view  of  industry  and  otBrnnerce, 
and  from  the  point  of  view  of  improving 
the  material  GOnditims  of  the  men,  women, 
and  diildren  who  struggle  in  the  great 
battle  of  life.  I  believe  Uiat  it  is  poraiUe 
fw  the  programme  of  the  Government  to 
achie\-e  many  of  those  results,  and  that  if 
it  is  carried  out  Australia  will  be  a  better, 
a  more  progressive,  a  better  developed,  and 
a  better  defended  country  than  it  has  been 
under  the  various  Governments  which  have 
previously  had  charge  of  her  destinies. 

Senator  NEEDHAM  (Western  Australia) 
[4.34]. — I  rise  to  second  the  motion  which 
has  been  so  ably  moved  by  my  honorable 
friend.  I  take  this  opportunity  of  con- 
gratulating the  pec^le  of  Australia  upon 
the  speech  which  His  Excellency  the 
Govemw- General  has  been  good  enough 
to  read  to  Parliament  to-day,  l»- 
cause   I   consider  that   within  its  four 


comers  there  is  outlined  not  (xnXy  a  com- 
prehensive but  a  truly  national  policy. 
It  is  not  my  intention  to  refer  at  length 
to  the  various  questions  which  are  outlined 
in  the  Governor- General's  speech,  but 
merely  to  deal  briefly  with  one  or  two  of 
what  I  regard  as  its  leading  features.  In 
paragraph  3  reference  is  made  to 
the  terrible  calamity  which  occurred  at 
Calabria  and  Sicily  when  the  towns  of  Reg- 
gio  and  Messina  were  visited  l^'  an  appal- 
ling disaster,  which  resulted  in  very  great 
loss  of  life,  and  which  plunged  the  Italian 
nation  into  mourning  for  some  ccMisiderable 
time.  Australia  regretted  such  an  imtoward 
event,  and  with  other  porti<ms  of  the  world 
was  not  backward  in  offering  its  sympathy 
to  the  Italian  people  in  their  time  of  trial 
and  in  giving  practical  proof  of  that  sym- 
pathy. Amongst  the  main  portions  of 
the  Vice-Regal  speech  I  notice  a  reference 
to  old-age  pensions.  I  am  glad  to  know 
that  on  ist  July  next  the  aged  poor  of  Aus- 
tralia will  receive  that  meed  of  justice  which 
has  been  so  long  denied  them.  For  many 
years  past  leading  politicians  in  the  Com- 
m(»iwealth,  leadcM^  of  public  thought  and 
prominent  citixens  of  this  island  cmtinent, 
have  promised  the  people  of  the  different 
States  that  our  aged  residents  would  receive 
old-age  pensions.  In  other  words,  the 
latter  were  told  that  in  the  closing  hours 
of  their  lives  the  effcats  which  they  had 
expended  in  building  up  this  young  Austra- 
lian nation  would  be  recognised.  I  regret 
to  say  that  those  promises  were  not  fulfilled, 
and  it  was  only  the  advent  of  certain  re- 
presoitatives  in  this  Parliament  which  made 
the  carrying  out  of  those  promises  possiUe. 
Let  me  say  here  that  the  credit  of  our  being 
in  a  position  <xi  ist  July  next  to  give  to  our 
aged  poor  this  small  reward  is  largely  due 
to  the  present  Prime  Minister.  In  order 
to  justify  that  statement  it  will  be  neces- 
sary for  me  to  ask  honorable  senators  to 
cast  their  minds  back  to  the  days  last  ses- 
sion when  the  Surplus  Revenue  Bill  was 
under  consideration.  The  purport  of  that 
measure  was  to  keep  for  Commonwealth 
purposes  that  amount  of  revenue  from  Cus- 
toms and  Excise  in  excess  of  three-fourths, 
which  had  hitherto  been  returned  to  the 
States.  The  man  who  su^ested  that  at 
least  a  portion  of  this  surplus  balance 
should  be  placed  to  the  credit  of  a  trust 
ftmd  with  a  view  to  initiating  an  old-age 
pensions  scheme  was  the  present  Prime  Min- 
ister, Mr.  Andrew  Fisher.  The  idea  was 
deemed  to  be  practicable,  and  as  the  result 
of   his   su^iestion   we   are  now  within 
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measurable  distance  of  paying  our  aged 
poor  a  sum  of  money,  which,  small  though 
it  mav  be,  will  certainly  be  of  assistance  to 
them  in  the  declining  years  of  their  lives. 
We  are  tcAd  in  the  Vice-Regal  speech  that 
we  shall  be  asked  to  consider  the  financial 
relationship  of  the  Commoowealth  to  the 
States.  That  is  a  very  lag  and  important 
question  indeed.  On  the  31st  Decomber* 
1 910.  certain  sections  in  the  CtmstitutiOT 
Act  which  govern  the  distribution  of  the 
revenue  from  CuatMns  and  Excise  will 
expire,  and  if  no  other  arranganents  are 
arrived  at  in  the  interim  it  will  be  within 
the  power  of  this  Parliauient  to  allocate 
the  whole  of  the  revenue  derived  from 
those  sources.  Consequently  I  think  it 
is  wise  that  in  the  meantime  we  should 
^ive  \ety  careful  attention  to  the  manner 
in  which  the  whole  of  the  Commonwealth 
revenue  is  to  be  divided  with  the 
States.  We  are  now  face  to  face  with 
the  growing  responsibilities  of  the  Com- 
monwealth,  and  within  the  four  corners  of 
the  Governor-G«ieral's  speech  certain  pro- 
posals are  outlined  which,  in  the  opinion  of 
his  Advisers,  are  considered  necessary. 
TTiese  proposals  will  involve  the  expendi- 
ture by  the  Commcm wealth  of  a  consider- 
able sum  of  money  in  excess  of  that  ex- 
pended in  f<niner  years.  That  being  so,  it 
is  absolutely  imperative  that  io  the  future 
the  Governmoit  ^11  retain  a  greater  pro* 
pcffticxi  the  Cttst(xns  and  Excise  revenue 
than  it  has  hitherto  dtxie,  always  bearing 
in  mind  that  by  so  doing  it  myst  not  in  any 
way  cripple  the  States  of  the  Union.  The 
Vice-Rqgal  speech  contains  proposals  fw 
the  effective  defence  of  the  Commonwealth, 
for  the  putting  into  operation  of  a  system 
of  new  protection,  fca-  the  constructicm  of 
the  trans- Australian  railway,  and  for  the 
taking  over  of  the  Northern  Territory. 
These  are  its  four  leading  features,  and  I 
venture  to  say  that  there  are  very  few  honor- 
able senators  who  will  urge  that  any  one 
of  them  might  safely  be  omitted.  If  there 
be  a  vast  consensus  of  opinicm  in  this  Par- 
liament— as  I  believe  there  is — that  it  is 
necessary  to  proceed  with  an  effective  de- 
fence scheme  for  Australia,  to  put  into 
operation  a  system  of  new  protection,  to  re- 
lieve South  Australia  of  the  burden  of 
administering  the  Northern  Territory  and 
to  connect  the  eastern  and  western  portions 
of  this  Continent  by  rail  should  the  final 
reports  of  the  surveyors  be  favorable  to 
the  scheme — we  must  recognise  that  it  is 
imperative  that  in  the  future  the  Common- 
wealth shall  retain  a  greater  amount  of  le- 
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venue  than  some  persons  are  inclined  to 
allow  it  to  keep.  I  do  not  wish  to  discuss 
all  the  details  connected  with  the  financial 
relations  of  the  States  to  the  Commwi- 
wealth.  I  merely  desire  to  say  that  the  wis- 
dom of  this  Parliament,  assisted  by  that  of 
the  leaders  of  public  opiniw  in  the  States, 
will,  I  am  sure,  result  in  the  evolution  of  a 
scheme  whkih  will  be  fair  not  oaly  to  those 
who  have  to  administer  the  affairs  of  this 
young  nation,  but  also  to  those  who  are 
charged  with  administering  the  internal 
affairs  of  the  various  States.  I  notice  that 
the  Governmoit  intend  to  initiate  a  Cwn- 
monwealth  silver  and  paper  currency.'  That 
is  a  step  in  the  r^ht  direction,  and  I  think 
that  as  a  result  of  that  step  we  shall  obtain 
a  permanent  source  of  income  which  we 
have  not  hitherto  enjoyed.  Since  this 
Parliament  last  met  a  wave  of  hysteria  has 
passed  over  the  length  and  breadth 
of  the  Continent  in  oc»uiexion  with 
the  question  of  Empire  defence.  M\ 
honorable  colleague.  Senator  E.  J, 
Russell,  has  referred  to  the  question 
of  Australian  defence  and  of  Empire 
defence.  But  I  venture  to  think  that  this 
question  is  so  important,  and  of  such  a  far- 
reaching  character,  as  to  justify  me  in  mak- 
ing a  brief  reference  to  it.  During  the  past 
few  years  Australia  has  suffered  from  many 
"isms."  We  have  heard  of  fiscalism  and 
of  Socialiun,  but  no  "i»n"  has  created  such 
a  stir  as  Dreadnoughtism,  which  within 
the  past  few  months  has  raffed  right  round 
Australia.  What  was  the  reason  iox 
this?  The  reason  was  that  Mr.  Reginald 
McKenna,  in  introducing  the  British  Naval 
Estimates  in  the  House  of  Commons,  found 
it  necessary  to  announce  to  that  House,  and 
through  it  to  the  world,  the  necessity  for 
an  increase  in  Briti^  naval  expenditure. 
That  announcement  contained  nothing  new. 
It  was  withiii  the  knowledge  of  the  British 
Govemmmt  and  of  their  piedeoessors,  as 
well  as  of  the  present  CcHnmonwealth  Go- 
vernment and  of  their  predecessors,  that  a 
certain  Power  in  Europe  was  making  rapid 
strifles  in  the  building  of  its  naval  arma- 
ment. That  Power  is  Gennany.  This 
was  well  known.  ,\ny  one  who  has 
watched  the  prc^ess  of  Germany,  and 
has  observed  the  large  sums  which  .she 
has  expended  in  her  naval  ship- 
building programme  since  1897,  must 
know  that  Mr.  McKenna's  announcement 
contained  nothing  new.  But  that  gentleman 
found  himself  in  a  rather  curious  position. 
Upon  the  one  hand  he  had  a  divided  Cabi- 
net.   There  are  men  in  the  British  Cabinet 
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lo-day — men  of  strong  will  and  purpose — 
who  ocxisider  that  tiiere  is  no  reason  which 
can  justify  an  increase  in  British  naval  ex- 
penditure.   Mr.  McKenna  knew  that.  He 
also  knew  that  amongst  the  supporters  of 
his  own  Go^-emment  there  was  a  decided 
division  of  opinion  as  to  the  necessity  for 
the  proposed  increase.    That  being  so,  he 
was  forced  to  announce  to  the  world  the  rea- 
scrn  for  the  increased  naval  expenditure — a 
reason  which,  prior  to  that  period,  had  only 
been    known    to   the  Imperial,  and  pro- 
bablv   the  Colonial   Governments.  Mr. 
McKenna  did  not  wish  to  see  his  Xaval  Es- 
timates defeated.  I  do  not  AUpnose  that  anv 
Minister  in  charge  of  Estimates  in  any  Par- 
liament likes  to  see  those  Estimates  reduced. 
In  view  of  his  position,  Mr.  McKenna 
found  it  necessary  to  rcveaX  to  the  world 
what  had  been  common  knowledge  to  his 
Government   and   their   predecessors  for 
tiTo   or   three    years.     Australia  caught 
the    fever.      In    every    State  through- 
out the  CoHMuonweaith  the  cry  was  raised 
for     the     building     and  presentation 
of    a     DreadnougfU    to    Great  Britain, 
just  as  if  Great  Britain  depended  upon 
the  presentation  to  her  of  one  or  liwo 
Dreadnoughts!   I  do  not  intend  in  my  re- 
marks on  this  question  to  depredate  the 
seriousness  of  the  naval  crisis.  I  recognise 
that  these  is  a  probable  danger  of  some 
Power  or  Powers  in  £urope — it  is  not 
within  my  provinoe  to  name  tftem — having 
a  jeak>us  eye  upon  the  supnemacv  of  the 
■eas  at  present  bdd  by  Great  Bntain.  I 
also  know  that  if  that  suprenacv  were 
wrested  from  the  Mother  Land  our  posi- 
tion in  Australia  would  probabJv  be  un- 
tenable.     But    the    presentation    of  a 
Dreadnought  to  the  Mother  Land  would 
not  in  an>-  way  minimize  the  danger,  if 
there  be  a  danger,  of  the  supremacy  of  the 
seas  being  wrested  from  her.    T  am  proud 
to  know  that  the  present  advisere  of  His 
Excellency  were  not  carried  awav  bv  the 
clamour    for    Dreadnought  presentation; 
that  they  weie  not  infected  bv  the  germ 
of  Dreadnoughtism.      On   the  contrary, 
they  were  determined  to  pursue  the  even 
tenor  of  their  way  in  the  dev^opment  of 
their  ideas  of  Australian  defence.  Coming 
to  the  immediate  question  of  Australian 
defence,  I  again  desire  to  offer  my  con- 
gratulations to  the  Minister  in  charge  of 
Defence  Department.    While  some  of 
his  predecessors  in  oflSoe  have  been  content 
wtth  the  makmg  of  speedies,  he  and  the 
Goi-emraent  of  which  he  is  a  member  con- 
sidered that  the  construction  of  torpedo 


boats  was  a  much  more  elfective  method  of 
trying  to  defend  Australia.  With  that 
end  in  view,  as  the  GovenxM'-General's 
speech  informs  us,  they  lost  no  time  in 
p^adng  orders  in  Great  Britain  for  the 
building  of  three  torpedo  boats.  They 
have  gone  further.  They  have  antboriaed 
the  sending  home  of  i^led  artisans  to  be 
present  at  the  construction  of  those  vessels, 
BO  that  they  may  come  bade  to  our  shores 
to  help  us  in  building  the  remaining  por- 
tion of  the  torpedo  fleet,  which  it  is  the 
intention  of  the  Goverrunent  to  construct. 

Senator  Dobson. — It  has  been  done  in 
defiance  of  the  pledge  given  to  PaiUament, 
thou^. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— I  venture  to  dis- 
sent from  the  honorable  senator. 

Senator  Dobsoh. — ^Hk  pledge  is  re- 
corded in  Hansard. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— The  persons 
who  gave  that  pledge  are  not  the  Govern- 
ment of  to-day.  I  recollect  that  my  hon- 
orable friend,  Senator  Best,  as  Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Executive  Council,  replied  to 
a  question  from  the  other  side  of  the 
chamber.  I  think  the  question  was  whether, 
before  the  money  in  the  trust  fund  for 
coast  and  harbor  defence  was  spent,  Par- 
liament would  be  consulted.  Senator 
Best  replied  that  Parliament  would  be  ocmi- 
solted.  I  think  I  am  quoting  him  cxx- 
rectiy. 

Saiator  Vasdon. — He  said  positi\'ely 
that  Parliament  would  be  consulted. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— I  do  not  see 
how  Senator  Best,  speaking  as  Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Executive  Cotmcil  and  leader 
of  the  Senate,  could  have  any  right  to 
pledge  a  future  Government. 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best.— Did  the  hon- 
orable senator  object  to  my  assurance  to 
Parliament? 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— I  did  not  pay 
mudi  attention  to  the  question  and  the 
honorable  senator's  reply. 

Senator  Dobson. — In  the  other  place  the 
honorabJe  senator's  party  joined  in  the 
demand. 

Senator  NEEDHAM. — I  am  not  re- 
sponsible for  any  action  that  was  taken  in 
another  place.  I  am  not  speaking  of  ray 
friends  of  the  Labour  Party.  I  am  speak- 
ing for  myself  in  this  matter.  I  do  not 
consider  that  a  member  of  one  Govern' 
ment  has  any  right  to  pledge  his  snooessars. 
Consequently,  any  action  of  the  previous 
Goi^mment  in  pledging  themselves  that 
before  the  mwiey  would  be  spent  in  the 
purchase  of  twpedo  boats  for  coast  and 
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hait>or  defoice  Parliament  would  be  con- 
sulted, in  no  way  pledged  their  successors. 
A  debate  took  place  when  the  matter  was 
bef<»'e  us,  and  we  were  then  in  a  position 
to  donand  a  pledge  as  to  bow  the  money 
would  be  spmt.  But  I  for  one  think  that 
the  present  Government  were  under  no 
obligation  either  to  call  Parliament  together 
or  to  wait  until  Parliament  met  in  order  to 
consult  its  o[nnioa  as  to  bow  the  money  in 
question  shfMild  be  spent. 

Senator  Dobson. — Not  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  the  pledge  was  given  before  the 
vote  was  taken? 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — The  pledge 
was  exacted  by  Parliament:  that  is  die 
point. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— If  the  Govern- 
ment that  made  the  promise  had  remained 
in  power,  it  would  have  been  their  duty 
to  wait  and  ccKisult  Parliament. 

Senator  Henderson. — They  intended  to 
remain  in  office  for  a  good  while  to  come 
when  thev  made  the  pl«3ge  I 

Senator  NEEDHAM. — But  a  promise 
made  by  the  previous  Government  did  not 
bind  their  successcws. 

Senator  Pulsford. — The  Parliament 
which  exacted  the  ixomise  is  still  in 
existence. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— I  question  very 
much  whether  Parliament  did  exact  the 
promise.  There  was  simply  a  question  put 
by  a  member  of  Parliament  and  answered 
by  a  Minister.  Whether  Parliament  itself 
demanded  a  pledge  or  not  is  a  question  as 
to  which  there  might  be  a  good  deal  of 
discussion.  The  policy  of  the  Government 
has  been  challenged  frcxn  various  quarters. 
The  Accusation  has  been  hurled  at  them  that 
they  ha\«  not  been  loyal  to  Great  Britain, 
because  they  did  not  at  once  -offer  to  present 
a  Dreadnought. 

Senator  Dobson. — Hear,  hear. 

Senates  NEEDHAM. — I  presume  from 
lii-s  "hear,  hear !"  that  my  honorable 
friend.  Senator  Dobson.  is  one  of  those 
who  nmsider  the  accusation  justifiable  that 
till'  present  Government  were  not  loyal  be- 
<-;nise  they  were  not  carried  away  with  the 
Dreadnought  hysteria.  In  response  to  the 
honorable  senator's  "hear,  hear!"  I  wiil 
mention  a  statement  recently  made  bv 
a  leading  statesman  of  the  Empire  to  show 
that  th(»e  who  are  far  away  fron  us  have 
a  somewhat  higher  opinion  of  us  than  have 
scHne  of  those  who  are  near  to  us.  Earl 
Grey,  one  of  the  Empire's  leading  states- 
men, who  at  present  occupies  tlie  position 
of  Governor- General  of  Canada,  presided 


at  a  dinner,  given  to  the  Australian  dele- 
gates to  the  Imperial  Press  C<»iferenoe,  in 
Ottawa,  the  other  day.  What  did  Earl 
Grey  say?  He,  as  the  cables  inform  us^ 
in  the  course  of  his  speech,  referred  to  the 
patriotic  spirit  animating  the  pet^le  of 
Australia  in  oHinexion  with  the  recent  naval 
crisis  at  Home.  He  went  further,  and  paid 
a  splendid  tribute  to  the  men  .to  whom 
the  administratis  destinies  of  Aus- 
tralia are  at  present  intrusted.  He  said 
that  the  action  of  the  Australian  Common- 
wealth in  initiating  a  scheme  of  Australian 
defence,  and  co-operating  with  the  MotTier 
Country  

Senator  Dobson. — I  do  not  know  that 
they  did  initiate  a  sdieme. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— If  the  present 
Government  did  not  initiate  it  they  are  at 
least  putting  it  into  practical  operation. 
That  the  honorable  senator  cannot  deny. 
Earl  Grey  said  that  Australian  co-opera- 
tion with  the  Empire  in  Imperial  defence 
was  to  be  commended,  and  that  the 
"honour  of  the  Ctown  was  just  as 
safe  in  the  keeping  of  the  humblest 
sons  of  toil  as  in  the  hands  of 
the  proudest  and  noblest  in  the 
land."  That  is  the  tribute  paid  by  Earl 
Grey,  Governor-General  of  Canada,  to  His 
Excellency's  present  Advisers.  It  is,  I 
think,  a  sweeping  reply  to  those  gentlemen 
in  the  Commonwealth  who  say  that  because 
the  present  Government  refrained  from  pre- 
senting a  Dreadnought  to  Great  Britain 
the  charge  of  disloyalty  should  be  latmdked 
against  them. 

Senator  Pulsford. — If  Earl  Grey  was 
pleased  with  a  small  thing  would  he  not 
be  better  pleased  with  a  bigger  <Mie? 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— I  think  that  we 
are  presenting  the  Empire  with  something 
which  is  far  greater  and  of  far  more  value 
than  a  Dreadnought.  Let  us  for  a  moment 
imagine  that  it  had  been  determined  to  pre- 
sent a  Dreadnought.  In  the  first  place  the 
Go^-emment  would  have  to  go  cap  in  hand 
to  London  mcmey-lenders  and  them  on 
their  bended  knees  to  lend  us  ;£2,ooo,ooo 
in  order  that  we  might  present  a  Dread- 
nought  to  the  Mother  Country. 

Senator  Pulsford. — Is  not  the  honorable 
senator  aware  that  the  money  was  tiered 
by  tAVo  Sydney  banks  at  3J  per  cent.  ? 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— I  care  not  where 
the  m(»iey  comes  from — the  fact  cannot  be 
denied  that  before  we  presented  the  Dread- 
nought we  should  have  it&^^PPmlv-.  the 
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Senator  Pulsford. — It  is  humbug  to  say 
that  we  should  ha\-e  to  go  mi  **b«ided 
knees ' '  to  London  mone\-  lenders. 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — And  the 
honorable  senator  should  not  be  too  sure  of 
the  proposition  that  we  should  have  to  bor- 
row the  money. 

Senator  XEEDHAM.— It  is  my  impres- 
sion that  it  would  have  been  imperati\-e  to 
bcNTOW  the  money. 

Senator  Dobson. — And  a  Dreadnought 
costs  ;£i,750,ooo,  not  ^2,000,000. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— The  cost  would 
have  run  into  j^2,ooo,ooo  when  we  had 
paid  f<«"  ever>thing. 

Senator  de  Lakgie. — What  about  the 
Dreadnought  f^ver  in  Western  Australia? 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— In  Western  Aus- 
tralia we  had  a  great  wave  of  Io)-alty,  and 
a  collection  was  started.  The  result  was 
that  about  as  much  money  was  received  for 
the  Dreadnought  fund  as  would  buy  a  re- 
spectable sewing  machine.  That  is  the 
kind  of  "loyalty"  we  hear  of. 

Senator  Dobson. — ^That  is  due  to  the 
Labour  Party. 

Senator  XEEDHAM.— The  Government 
are  pursuing  a  mwe  practical  method. 
Great  Britain  may  become  involved  in  a 
struggle  for  the  supremacy  of  the  seas  at 
any  time-  As  mv  h<morable  friend  Senator 
E.  J.  Russell  said,  87J  per  cent,  of  the  Im- 
perial Fleet  is  concentrated  in  Home  waters. 
Twelve  and  a  half  per  cent,  of  the  fleet 
is  distributed  around  the  self-govern- 
ing Dominions  of  the  Empire.  If 
a  struggle  should  take  place  for  naval 
supremacy  it  might  be  neoessary  to  call 
upon  that  pwtion  of  Uie  fleet  that  we 
have  in  our  own  waters.  If  we  presented 
a  Dreadnought  and  the  struggle  com- 
menced, what  would  Australia  do?  We 
occupy  a  lonely  outpost  with  8,000 
miles  of  coast-line  within  a  few  days'  sail 
of  mini<xis  of  coloured  people.  I  consider 
that  the  action  of  the  present  Government 
in  ccMnmencing  to  build  torpedo  boats  and 
thus  initiating  the  nucleus  of  naval  defence 
for  Australia,  is  a  far  better  provision  for 
the  protection  of  our  commerce  and  for  as- 
»sting  the  Empire  in  a  time  of  trouble  and 
distress,  than  would  be  the  presentaticm  of 
half-a-dozen  Dreadnoughts. 

Senator  Dobson. — Then  the  honorable 
senator  thinks  that  the  battle  is  going  to  be 
fought  here,  does  he  ? 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— I  am  not  in  a 
position  to  say  where  the  battle  is  going  to 
be  fought. 


Senator  Dobson. — The  h<»iorab1e  sena- 
tor had  better  think  over  that  point. 

Senator  XEEDHAM. — No  matter  in 
what  sea  the  battle  for  naval  supremacy 
may  be  fought,  there  is  a  danger  that  that 
porticHi  of  the  fleet  which  is  at  present  in 
our  waters  may  be  called  upon  to  buttress 
the  main  portion  of  the  fleet  elsewhere. 
There  is  another  great  Dominion  of  which 
we  are  all  proud.  I  allude  to  Canada. 
I  have  before  me  a  cutting  from  the  Lon- 
don Times  showing  what  Canada  thought 
abcHit  the  recent  naval  crisis.  One  news- 
paper in  Canada  published  this  para- 
graph— 

The  fate  of  Englaod  does  not  depend  upon  a 
few  Dreadnoughts  more  or  less.  It  rests  wholly 
in  the  loyalty  of  the  Colonies.  There  is  no  doubt 
of  this  loyalty.  It  is  England's  rampart,  and 
Germany  knows  it. 

There  is  ju6t  another  paragiaph  here  that  t 
shall  quote.  It  will  better  brina  home  the 
point  I  make  in  connexion  with  that  naval 
crisis  than  perhaps  an  hour  of  argument.  It 
is  from  the  same  newspaper.  Referring  to  a 
portion  of  the  debate  in  the  Canadian 
House  of  Commons,  this  statemetit  i  ^ 
made — 

The  House  of  Commons  was  at  its  best  in  dis- 
cussing Mr.  Foster's  resolution  and  Sir  Wilfred 
Laurier's  amendment.  There  was  no  division. 
The  French  members,  nearly  all  of  wltom  sup- 
port the  Government,  gave  their  assent  to  the 
resolution  as  agreed  upon  by  the  Prime  Minister 
and  the  leader  of  the  Opposition.  As  you  know, 
the  resolution  declared  that  Parliament  fully 
recognises  the  duty  of  the  people  of  Canada  to 
assume  in  larger  measure  the  responsibilities  of 
national  defence;  that,  under  present  constitu- 
tional relations  between  the  Mother  Country  and 
the  self-governing  Dominions,  any  stated  con- 
tribution to  the  Imperial  Treasury  for  naval  and 
military  purposes  voidd  not  be  a  satisfactory^ 
solution  of  the  question  of  defence;  that  Parlia* 
ment  will  cordially  approve  of  any  necessary  ex- 
penditure designed  to  promote  the  speedy  organi- 
Eation  of  a  Canadian  Naval  Service  in  co-opera- 
tion with,  and  in  close  relation  to,_  the  Imperial 
Navy  along  the  lines  suggested  by  the  Admiralty 
at  the  last  Imperial  Conference,  and  in  fuU  sym- 
pathr  with  the  view  Uiat  the  Naval  supremacy 
of  Britain  is  essential  to  the  security  of  com- 
merce,  the  safety  of  the  Empire,  and  the  peace 

0  F  the  world ;  and  that  whenever  the  need  arises 
the  Canadian  people  will  be  found  ready  and 
willing  to  make  any  sacrifice  that  is  required  to 
give  to  the  Imperial  authorities  the  most  loyal 
and  hearty  co^)peration  in  every  movement  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  integrity  and  the  honour 
of  the  Empire- 

1  venture  to  say  that  that  is,  in  a  nutshell, 
the  position  of  Australia.  Australia  recog- 
nises that  a  mere  contribution  towards  the 
upkeep  of  the  British  Navy  is  not  at  all  the 
onlv  way,  or  the  prope^  wav,  to  help  the 
Motherland  inPpifoltetnigtd^^U^ests  and 
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ours.  Australia  is  determined,  instead  of 
contributing  mere  monetary  assistance,  to 
build  its  own  Navy,  and  to  guard 
its  own  shores.  What  is  more,  in  doing  so 
Australia  is  proving  to  the  world  that  Aus- 
tralians will  not  in  the  future  lean  upon  the 
>fother  Country.  They  will  lean  upon 
themselves,  and  will  trust  to  their  own  spirit 
of  self-reliance.  Tn  rtMinexion  with  the 
building  of  an  Australian  Fleet,  I  believe 
that  the  present  Advisers  of  His  Excellency 
the  Governor- General  are  in  communication 
with  the  Admiralty  as  to  the  disposition  of 
that  fleet,  and  as  to  its  command.  Various 
opinions  have  been  expressed  in  this  chamber 
as?  to  whether  such  a  fleet  should  be  under 
the  entire  control  of  the  British  Admiralty. 
I  have  always  contended  that  an  Australian 
Xavv  should  be  under  the  full  command  of 
the  Australian  Government  and  Farliameni. 
I  belie\-e  that  the  positiw:  now  is  that  an 
offer  has  been  made  that  any  fleet  built  and 
operating  in  Australia  shall  be  under  the 
command  of  the  Admiralty  in  time  of  war 
onlv.  That  is  to  say.  that  if  any 
national  emergency  arose,  if  Britain  found 
liprself  involved  in  a  strugt^le  for  the  supre- 
raacv  of  the  sea,  and  the  Admiralty  thought 
it  abftohitelv  e-ssential  for  their  .safety  that 
they  should  have  command  of  the  Austra- 
lian Fleet,  then  the  Australian  Government 
would  offer  no  ol>jection,  and  in  those  cir- 
cumstances would  place  the  fleet  entirely 
at  the  dispKisal  of  the  Admiralty. 

Senator  Dobson. — The  honorable  sena- 
tor's party  has  failed  to  recognise  that 
the  offer  of  a  Dreadnought  was  an  admis- 
sion from  the  Australian  conscience  of  a 
neglect  of  naval  defence  in  the  past  ? 

Sfnator  XEEDHAM.— I  do  not  think 
that  the  honorable  senator  has  correctlv  in- 
terpreted the  spirit  which  animated  those 
who  have  been  desirous  of  presenting  a 
Dreadnought.  I  have  already  said  that  the 
offer  was  actuated  more  by  ^timent  than 
by  anvthing  else. 

Senator  Peasce. — Admiral  Beresford 
says  that  local  defence  is  better  than 
a  Dreadnoeght. 

Senator  McGregor. — What  does  be 
know,  compared  with  Senator  Dobson? 

.Senator  Dobson. — Lord  Charles  Beres- 
ford is  not  in  favour  of  the  proposed  mos- 
quito fleet. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— Naval  experts, 
including  J/xd  Charles  Beresford,  have  said 
that  Dreadnoughts  are  things  of  the  past  so 
far  as  effective  defence  is  ctmw'med,  and 
that  should  any  naval  battle  take  place  in 
the  future  Dreadnoughts  would  be  dis- 


counted in  favour  of  smaller  vessels  of  war. 
I  corae  now  to  paragraph  15  of  the  speech, 
covering  a  proposal  to  impose  a  tax  on  the 
unimproved  values  of  land.  I  do  not  intend 
to  dwell  at  length  on  this  proposal,  because 
the  honorable  senator  who  moved  the  adop- 
tion  of  the  Address-in-Reply  has  given  a 
good  expositicm  of  the  land  que5ti<Ki.  I  know 
that  our  honorable  friends  opposite,  will 
challenge  this  proposal  of  the  Government, 
for  perhaps  two  reasons.  In  the  first  place, 
they  will  contend  that  it  is  not  omstitu- 
tional,  and  that  the  Federal  Parliament 
has  no  right  to  impose  a  tax  on  the  unim- 
proved values  of  land  because  the  land  be- 
longs to  the  States.  They  may  also  say  th;it 
there  is  no  ne«ssity  fw  such  a  tax.  Deal- 
ing with  tl)e  first  objection,  let  me  say  that 
I  do  not  pose  as  a  constitutional  authcvity. 
I  aninot  a  constitutional  lawyer,  but  I  know 
that  the  ex- Prime  Minister  of  the  CommcHi- 
wealth,  when  Attorney-General,  gave  an 
opinion  that  it  was  quite  within  the  twunds 
of  the  Constitution  for  this  Parliament  to 
impose  a  tax  upon  unimproved  values  of 
land.  I  give  that  gentleman  as  mv  autho- 
rity, and  it  will  take  my  honorable  friends 
opijosite  some  time  to  dispute  the  authority 
of  such  a  constitutional  lawyer  as  the  Hon- 
orable Alfred  Deakin.  As  to  the  necessity 
of  the  tax,  I  say  that  there  is  an  absolute 
necessity  for  the  imposition  of  a  tax  which 
will  not  only  bring  in  revenue  to  the  Com- 
monwealth Exchequer — which  is  after  all 
only  a  secondary  consideration — but  will  be 
the  means  of  bursting  up  the  large  estates 
referred  to  by  Senator  E.  J.  Russell,  and 
which  we  know  exist  in  every  State  of  Aus- 
tralia to-day.  I  have  here  a  note  which  I 
shall  read  in  connexion  with  the  tax  on  the 
unimproved  values  of  land  which  will  show 
at  a  glance  how  such  a  tax  would  operate. 
The  Surveyor-General  of  South  Australia, 
in  his  last  year's  report,  states  — 

The  land  repurchaBcd  for  closer  settlement 
since  the  passing  of  the  Act  from  1893  up  to 
1908  anioantcd  to  351,476  .icies.  The  land  wns 
allotted  to  9SI  perso&s,  the  average  holding, 
therefore,  being  373  acres.  It  fiwmeily  kept 
only  a  few  persons  and  an  average  of  about  one 
sbeep  to  the  acre.  There  is  now  a  population  of 
3>058,  including  children,  also  58,996  sheep,  3,560 
cattle,  aikd  3,4^  horses ;  36,838  acres  were  reaped 
last  year  with  a  return  of  467,751  bushels  of 
wheat. 

This  shows  at  a  glance  the  effectiveness  of 
a  tax  on  unimproved  values  of  land,  be- 
cause the  pr<^x)sal  we  make,  with  an  exemp- 
tion of  estates  up  to  the  value  of  jf^^,oQO, 
would  burst  up  all  the  large  estates  in  Aus- 
tralia to-day.  While  Senator  E^LiRussell 
was  speaking  on  this  questiOTyie^fpmorable 
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senator  opposite,  I  think  Senate  Pulsford, 
said,  "  That  is  only  the  thin  end  of  the 
wedge.  Where  are  you  ffAng  to  slop  ?" 
We  diall  not  need  to  sp>  any  further,  be* 
cause  with  the  party  of  whidi  I  am  a  mem- 
ber I  think  that  the  proposal  thej?  are  now 
making  for  imimpioved  land  values  taxation 
will  be  found  suflScient  to  compel  the  large 
landholders  lo  disgorge  thor  vast  tracts  of 
territory .  This  question  is  inextricably 
mixed  up  with  the  question  of  immigration. 
There  is  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  to-day 
people  are  oxuing  to  Australia  who  are  not 
at  all  desirable  immigrants.  Let  me  h^e 
repeat  a  statement  I  have  made  on  other 
oecasiais.  I  am  not  myself  opposed  to  a 
judicious  scheme  of  immigration,  nor  is  the 
Labour  Partv  t^iposed  to  sach  a  scheme. 

Senator  DoBSONj — Honorable  senators 
have  changed  their  opinions  lately. 

Senator  NEEDH.^M.— I  defy  Senator 
Dobson  to  prove  that  I  have  changed  my 
o^Hnions  on  this  question. 

Senator  Dobson.— I  was  speaking  of  the 
Labour  Party,  and  not  of  the  honOTable 
senator. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.  —  Then  I  reply 
that  the  members  of  the  Labour  Party  have 
not  changed  their  opinions  on  the  question 
of  immigrati(Ki  Since  I  have  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  party  they  have  not  been  opposed 
to  a  judicious  scheme  of  immigration,  but 
thev  have  contended  that  until  the  lands 
of  Australia  are  made  available  to  the  peo- 
ple there  is  no  necessity  to  invite  people  to 
come  here  from  other  places.  That  is  the 
position  which  the  Labour  Party  take  up, 
and  which  they  hold  to-day.  That'is  the 
reason  why,  now  that  we  have  a  Labour 
Government  in  charge  of  the  affairs  of  Aus- 
tralia, we  find  that  they  intend  to  burst  up 
the  large  estates  by  a  tax  which  will  make 
land  available  for  people  who  raav  be  elig- 
ible to  a)me  to  our  shores.  On  the  question 
of  the  taking  over  of  the  Northern  Terri- 
tory, let  me  say  that  I  think  it  would  be 
wise  to  expedite  that  matter.  The  safety 
of  Australia  depends  greatly  upon  the  effec- 
tive administration  and  guardianship  of 
that  vast  unpeopled  territory.  I  hope  that 
the  agreement  when  presented  will  be  one 
to  which  we  can  assent.  I  dare  sav  that 
the  agreement  which  is  at  present  drafted 
is  not  one  which  could  be  ad(^ted  in  its 
entirety  by  hcMHM-able  senators. 

SenatcM-  Dobson. — Are  we  gcnng  to  have 
a  different  agreement? 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— I  do  not  know. 
I  am  now  speaking  of  the  principle  of  tak- 
ing over  the  Territory*,  which  I  am  in 


favour  of.  But  if  the  present  Government 
-bring  down  the  agreement  that  was  drawn 
up  between  the  Deakin  Government  and 
the  South  Australian  Government,  it  coa- 
tains  many  clauses  which  I  shall  oppose. 

Senator  Dobson. — If  we  shoulder  the 
debt  there  must  be  no  restrictive  conditions. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— I  would  certainly 
be  in  favour  of  taking  over  the  Territory 
and  administering  it.  I  notice  that  in  His 
Excellerrcy's  speech  a  reference  is  made  to 
the  trans- Australian  railway,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  the  final  report  will  soon  be 
presented.  I  know  that  the  surveyors  of 
South  Australia  and  Western  Australia  have 
completed  their  surveys.  From  what  I 
read  I  think  that  they  will  bear  out  the 
statements  which  Western  Australian  sena- 
tors have  made  here  in  reference  to  the  vast 
advantages  which  will  accrue  from  the  con- 
struction of  the  line.  1  am  simply  waiting 
for  the  final  report  of  Mr.  Deane.  and  I 
hope  that  when  it  is  presented  no  time  will 
be  lost  in  beginning  the  construction  of  that 
much-needed  and  necessary  railway.  I  am 
also  glad  to  see  that  it  is  intended  to  take 
up  the  Navigation  Bill  and  the  Seamen's 
Compensation  Bill  of  last  session.  No  mat- 
ter bow  political  events  may  move  within 
the  next  few  months,  no  matter  what 
partv  mav  have  the  reins  of  gwernment. 
it  is  essential  that  the  former  Bill 
should  be  placed  uix>n  the  statute-book  as 
soon  as  possible.  I  desire  to  compliment 
the  Ministry  upon  hai-ing  travelled  over  a 
great  portion  of  the  Commonwealth  in 
the  recess.  In  that  regard  I  think  that  Min- 
isters have  set/a  good  example.  They  bave 
not  been  content  to  pass  the  whole  of  their 
recess  at  their  desks,  but  have  recognised 
the  necessity  of  keeping  in  touch  with  t!ie 
Australian  pe<^le  in  every  portion  of  this 
vast  ccmtinent.  The  Prime  Minister  de- 
serves the  thanks  of  every  member  of  this 
Parliament  for  covering  the  great  area  which 
he  did,  and  I  dare  sav  the  great  amount  of 
good  which  be  has  effected  by  coming  in 
touch  with  so  many  persons.  I  understand 
that  during  the  recess  he  travelled  over 
20,000  miles.  The  next  important  question 
that  we  shall  be  called  upon  to  consider  is 
that  of  new  protection.  I  anticipate  that 
we  shall  have  no  discussion  of  any  great 
consequence  when  it  is  placed  before  us. 
I  understand  that  my  honorable*  friends 
opposite  are  now  almost  practically  oom- 
mitted  to  a  pc^icy  of  new  protectioit  That 
being  so,  and  with  all  parties  agreeing, 
there  is  no  reason  why  any  further  delay 
should  take  place  in  putting  a  humane  idea 
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into  practice.    We  recognise  that  so  far  as 
fis.'.ilism  is  concerned  there  is  no  use  in 
having  a  protective  Tariff  which  is  bene- 
ficial only  to  the  manufacturer.    We  want 
the  protection  to  be.  shared  by  workers 
and    consumers.      It    is    quite  e\'ident 
now    that    all    political    parties  are 
agreeable   to   the   introducti<xi   of  new 
protection.      The    present  Government 
have  also  the  courage  of  their  ocxivictions  in 
reference  to  rings,  trusts,  and  combines. 
I  notice  that  they  propose  to  bring  down 
legislation  with  a  view  to  nationalizing 
monopolies.    I  hope  that  they  will  be  able 
to  get  that  legislation  put  through.   At  pre- 
sent we  have  a  few  nKmopolies  in  Australia. 
For  instance,  we  have  the  Shipping  Com- 
bine, the  Tobacco  Conbine,  the  Coal  Com- 
bine, and  one  or  two  others  which  are  cer- 
tainly pernicious  in  their  operations.  The 
Governor- General's  speech  indicates  ^t 
during  the  course  of  the  sessi<ni  certain 
amending  Bills  will  be  brought  down.  We 
are  informed  that  measures  will  be  intro- 
duced dealing  with  Norfolk  Island,  the 
Old-Age  Pensions  Act.  the  Electoral  Act, 
the  Commerce  (Trade  Descriptions)  Act,  the 
Immigration  Restricticm  Act,  and  the  Pidilic 
Service  Act.    I  am  glad  to  learn  that  Ae 
Old-Age  Pensions  Act  is  to  be  amended, 
because  good  as  it  is  there  is  room  for  im- 
provement.  When  it  was  under  ccoisidera- 
tion   here  I  was  in  favour  of  making  the 
age  limit  60  years  and  the  readoitial  limit 
20  years.   I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  the 
intention  of  the  Government  to  make  those 
aiteraticMis,  but  when  the  Bill  is  submitted 
I  shall  make   an  effort   to  secure  them. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  since  the  inception 
of  the  present  Government  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Immigration  Restriction  Act  has 
been  something  worthy  of  praise.    I  do  not 
accuse  their  predecessors  of  being  lax  in 
administration,  but  it  is  a  remarkable  thing 
that  since  last  November  or  December  many 
stowaways  in  the  shape  of  restricted  aliens 
have  been  discovered.    There  must  have 
been  a  want  of  sympathy  on  the  part  of 
some  administrators  of  the  Act,  which  is 
really  the  foundation  of  our  White  Austra- 
lia policy. 

Senator  Chataway. — Do  not  forget  the 
Act  wbidi  we  passed  last  session? 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— I  spc^  of  that 
Act  just  now.  I  think  that  it  has  gone  a 
long  way  to  help  in  detecting  a  number  of 
stowaways. 

SenatOT  Chataway. — Just  so;  and  I 
quite  agree  with  the  h(XK)rable  smator. 
The  members  of  the  Opposition  and  Minis- 
ters were  about  the  only  persons  in  the 


Chamber  when  the  Bill  was  passed.  I  said 
so  at  the  time,  and  I  say  it  again. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— That  does  not 
do  away  with  the  fact  that  it  was  the  pre- 
sent Government  which  introduced  the 
amending  Bill. 

Senat(»-  St.  Ledger. — Yes,  and  I  gire 
them  credit  for  it. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— Nor  does  it  do 
awav  with  the  fact  that  the  operation 
of  that  measure  has  proved  that  previously 
there  must  have  been  a  little  laxity  on  the 
part  of  those  responsible  for  the  adminis- 
tration of  an  important  law.  No  matter 
how  high  may  be  the  ideal  contained  within 
the  four  corners  of  a  statute,  it  is  prac- 
ticallv  a  dead  letter  tmless  it  has  sympa- 
thetic administration.  The  present  Go- 
vernment have  been  sympathetic  in  their 
administration  of  tbe  Act. 

Senator  Pearce. — It  is  also  a  fact  that 
a  large  number  of  those  who  have  been 
sent  back  were  not  stowaways  but  persons 
w  ho  were  coming  in  under  i  orged 
naturalization  papers. 

Senator  NEEDHAM. — I  dare  say  that 
has  been  the  case.  In  Western  Aus- 
tralia I  had  a  oxiversation  with  the  Secre- 
tary of  External  Affairs,  and  he  was  quite 
satisfied  that  it  would  be  necessary  to 
amend  the  Immigration  Restriction  Act 
with  a  view  to  further  precluding  the 
entrance  of  aliens  under  any  condi- 
tions. The  Bill  to  amend  the  Public 
Service  Act  will,  I  think,  be  wel- 
comed. Whilst  I  have  no  fault  to  find 
with  the  present  Commissioner,  who,  T 
admit,  is  carrying  out  the  duties  of  his 
office  in  an  able  manner,  still  I  ocHisider 
that  the  Act  gives  him  too  much  power. 
He  stands  between  the  Parliament  and  the 
people,  and  betweai  the  Minister  respon- 
sible for  a  Department  and  the  Parlia- 
ment.  That  should  not  be  so.  I  think 
that  in  some  mannn  we  might  tal»  awav 
a  little  of  the  authority  whicii  is  now 
vested  in  him.  I  have  no  further  remarks 
to  make  ew^pt  to  express  the  hope  that 
our  deliberations  will  be  attended  with 
benefit  to  the  people  of  Australia,  and 
that  no  matter  what  party  may  be  in 
power  the  policy  whid\  is  outlined  in  the 
Governor-General's  speech  will  be  given 
effect  to.  If  that  is  dcme  I  believe  that  it 
will  go  a  long  way  to  make  the  lot  of  every 
unit  in  the  Oxnmonwealth  brighter,  hap- 
pier, and  more  contented  than  it  is  to- 
dav. 

Debate  (on  motion  by  Senator  Millen) 
adjourned. 

Senate  adjourned  at  5.33  p.b^ 
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iljouse  of  iScpresrntatibrs. 

Wednesday,  26  May,  igofi. 


PROCLAMATION. 


The  House  met  at  3.30  p.m.,  pursuant 
to  the  proclamation  of  His  Excellency  the 
Governor-  General . 

The  Clerk  read  the  proclamation. 

Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair,  and  read 
prayers. 

OPENING  OF  THE  SESSION. 

The  Usher  of  the  Black  Rod,  being 
announced,  was  admitted,  and  delivered 
the  message  that  His  Excellency  the 
Governor- General  desired  the  attendance 
of  honorable  members  in  the  Senate  cham- 
ber forthwith. 

Mr.  Speaker  and  htMiorable  manhers 
attended  accordii^ly. 

LAND  TAX  ASSESSMENT  BILL. 

Mr.  FISHER  (Wide  Bay— Treasurer) 
[2'S5]' — To  assert  the  inherent  right  of 
the  House  to  proceed  with  business  before 
taking  into  consideration  the  speech  which 
has  been  delivered  by  His  E»:eliency  the 
Governor-General,  I  move — 

That  leave  be  giveo  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  an 
Act  relattqg  to  the  imposition,  auestment,  and 
collection  of  a  progTesaive  land  tax  upon  unim- 
proved values. 

Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Bill  {vesrated  and  read  a  first  time. 
Motion  (by  Mr.  Fisher)  proposed — 

That  the  second  reading  be  made  an  Order  of 
the  Day  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Reid. — Is  there  nothing  in  the 
Standing  Orders  to  prevent  the  passing  of 
this  Bill  through  all  its  stages  in  one  dav? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  ~  It  is  the  parlia- 
mentary custom  to  introduce  a  Bill  at  this 
stage,  but  not  to  proceed  further  than  its 
first  reading. 

Mr.  Kelly. — I  understand  that  this  is 
a  purelv  formal  measure? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  introduction  of 
a  Bill  at  this  stage  is  in  accordance  with 
parliamentary  forms. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Is  it  customary  to 
fix  the  second  reading  of  a  ftMinal  Bill  at 
this  stage? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— It  is  customary  to  fix 
a  date  for  the  second  reading  of  a  Bill  in- 
troduced at  this  stage.  As  to  what  the 
Bill  is,  I  have  not  to  express  an  o|»nion. 

Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 


PAPERS. 

MINISTERS  laid  upon  the  table  the 
following  papers: — 

Audit  Acta — 
London      Account  Regulations — Statutory 

Rules  1908,  No.  131. 
Treasury  Regulations  Amended — Clause  96 

(/)  (Provisional).— Statutory  Rules  1908. 

No.  134. 

Transfers  of  Amounts  approved  by  the  Go- 
vernor-General in  Coundl — Financial 
Year  r9o8-9 — 

Dated  19th  December,  1908. 
Dated  8th  January,  tgog. 
Dated  9th  February,  1909. 
Dated  5th  March,  190Q. 
Dated  tst  April,  1909 
Dated  33rd  April,  190Q. 
Contract  Immigrants  Act — Return  for  1908  re- 
specting Contract  Immigrants  admitted  or 
refused  admission  into  the  Commonwealth, 
fte. 

Immigration  Restriction  Acts — 
Return  showing,  for  1908 — 
(a)  Persons  refused  admission  to  the  Com- 
monwealth, 
[d]  Persons  who  passed  the  dictation  test, 
(f)  Persons  admitted  without  being  aslced 

to  pass  the  dictation  test, 
(d)  Departures  of  coloured  persons  from 
the  Commonwealth. 
Naturalization  Act — ^Return  of  number  of  per* 
sons  to  whom  certificates  of  naturalization 
were  issued  during  1908. 
Papua — 
Ordinaaces  of  1908— 
No.   13.  — ■  Supplementary  Appropriation 

1908-0,  No.  3. 
No.  13. — Marine  Board. 
No.  14. — Pearl  and  B£che'de-mer. 
No.  IS.— Wild  Birds. 
No.  16.— Timber. 

No.  17.  —  Supplementary  Appropriation 
1907.8. 

No.    18.  —  Supplementary  Appropriation 
1908-9,  No.  4. 
Ordinances  of  1909 — 

No.     r.  —  Supplementary  Appropriation 

igoS^,  No.  5. 
No.     2.  —  Supplementary  .Appropriation 
1908-9,  No,  6. 

Sago. 
Land. 

Meteorology  Act — Provisional   Regulations  re 
Sale    of  Publications — Statutory  Rules 
1909,  No.  5. 
Lands  Acquisition  Act — 
Land  acquired  under  at — 
Coff's   Harbor,    New   South   Wales— For 

Postal  purposes. 
Enoggera,  Queensland — For  Defence  pur- 
poses. 

Kyamba,  New  South  Wales— For  Com- 
monwealth purposes. 

Newcastle,  New  South  Wales— F&x  De- 
fence purposes. 

Singleton,  New  South  Wales— For  De- 
fence purposes. 
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Yass,  New  Soath  Walei—For  Defence 
purposes. 

Land  at  Shark's  Bay,  Western  Australia, 

leased  to  State  Govenuneot. 
Public  Service  Act — 
List  of  PennaDsnt  Officers  of  the  Common- 
wealth   Pnblic    Senrice,    zst  January, 
1909. 

Re<»mmendations  in  cases  of  Appointments, 
in  the  Department  of  Home  Affairs^ 
of— 

J.  H.  R.  King,  as  Inspector  of  Rifle 
Ranges,  T.  Ozenham  and  R.  S.  Orr, 
as  Clerks  of  Woiks— Public  Works 
Branch. 

D.  \V.   Crawford,  Draughtsman,  Public 

Works  Branch. 
G.     T.ightfoot,     Computer,  Stntistici.in's 

Office. 

RejjulatioDs  Amended  (Provisional) — 
Nos.  13s,  a6z,  145,  146— Statutory  Rules 

1908,  No,  125. 
No.  41 — Statutory  Rules  1909,  No.  6- 
Nos.    150,    257-61 — Statutory    Rules  1909, 

No.  44. 

Nos.  209,  213— Statutory  Rules  1909,  No. 
45- 

Regulations  Amended — 

Nos.   138,  a6a,   145,  146 — Statutory  Rules 

i()oy,  No.  26. 
No.  41 — Statutory  Rules  iQog,  No.  50. 
Bounties      Act  —  Regulations  (Provisional) 
Amended — Statutory  Rules  1909,  No.  49. 
Commerce  (Trade  Descriptions)  Act—Kegula- 
tion  6  (2)   {a)  Amended  (Provisional)— 
Statutory  Rules  1908,  No.  127. 
Customs  Ail — 

Regulation     130     Amended     (Provisional) — 

StatutDry  Rules  rc/oS,  No.  r26. 
Regulation     No.     101     Amended— Statutory 
Rules  iqoo.  No.  14. 
Etcise   Act— Supar  Ref;ulation   at  Amended 
(Provisional)— Stftlutory    Rules   1909,  No. 
27. 

Maauf.icritrcs  Kncouragement  Act — Provisional 
Regulations — ■ 
Statutory  Rules  1909,  No.  15, 
No.  15— Statutory  Rules  igw).  No.  48. 
Patents  Acts- 
Provisional    Regulations  —  Statutory  Rules 

1909,  No.  a. 
Provisional   Rejjutations  Amended,   Nos.  I, 
32,  &c. — Statutory  Rales  1909,  No.  rg. 
Public  Service  Act — 

Recommendations  in  cases  of  appointments, 
in  the  Department  of  Trade  and  Cus- 
toms, of~ 

A.    S.  .  Higgs,    as    Assistant  Examiner, 

Patent  Office. 
P.  C.  Barnes,  H.  C.  O.  Willgerodt,  C.  E. 
McKenzie,  B.  T.  Patoa,  H.  H.  Jupp, 
Analyst's  Branch. 
Sugar  Bounty  Act — ReguUtioo  12&  (Provisional) 

— Statutory  Rules  1909,  No.  43. 
Public  Service  Act— 

Postmaster-General's  Department — 
Recommendations  in  cases  of — 
Appointment  of — 
Durant,  J.   H.,  to   Electrical  Engi- 
aeer's  Branch,  Victoria. 
Promotion  of — ■ 
Brent,  T.  G.,  as  Senior  Inspector,  ist 
Class,  Melbourne, 


Huffer,  H.  J.,  as  Senior  Inspector, 

ist  Class,  Melbourne. 
Howe,    P.,    as   Senior    Clerk,  and 

Class,  Central  Staff. 
Kayser,  J.  A.  S.,  as  Clerk,  jrd  Class, 

Central  Staff, 
Vardon,  J.  C.   T,,  as  Chief  Clerk, 

Central  Stafl. 
Williams,  F.  C,  as  Accountant,  and 

Class,  Brisbane. 
Woodland,  C.,  as  Inspector,  3rd  Clau, 
Queensland. 
Post  and  Telegraph,  Act — 
Regulations  Amended,  &c. — 
Postal— Packets  I  P.ircels  Post,  as  to  Post- 
ing; Telephone — Nos.  55,  58 — Statu- 
tory Rules  1908,  No.  117. 
Telegraphic — Shipping  Intelligence,  Gene- 
ral Postal,  No.  17;  Parcels  Post,  Re- 
direction; Telephone,  No.  28 — Statu- 
tory Rules  1909,  No.  24. 
Telephmie — 

No.  80 — Statutory  Rules  1909,  No.  37. 
No.  23— Statutory  Rules  1909,  No.  38. 
Postal  —  Registration;    General  Postal; 
Miscellaneous — Statutory   Rules  1909, 
No.  42. 
Defence  Acts — 

Provisional  Regulations — 
tending  of  Sailors    and    Soldiers  from 
Foreign   Men-of-War,   &c. — Statutory 
Rul^  iqoQ.  No.  31. 
Military      Cadet      Corps  —  Regulations 
Amended     R.     r-R.  14 — Statutory 
Rules  r909,  No.  34. 
Military  Forces — 

Regulations  Amended— 

Nos.  516,  ^26 — Statutory  Rules  1908, 
No.  128. 

No.    ri — Statutory    Rules    1Q08,  No. 
lag, 

Nos.  6,  57,    16;.  609-614 — StatutcH'y 

Rules  rqoOi  No,  7. 
No.  r8K— Statutory  Rules  1909,  No.  8. 
No.    564,    567,   '([fig,  575 — Statutory 

Rules  iqoq,  N(».  q. 
No.  33 — Statutory  Rules  1909,  No.  16. 
No,   141 — Statutory  Rules  1909,  No. 

17- 

Nos.  2,  3,  4 — Statutory  Rules,  iqoq, 
No.  22. 

No.  68 — Statutorv  Rules  1909,  No,  33. 
Nos.   f79,   rSo,   rgi — Statutory-  Rules 

1909,  No.  25, 
No.  tioA — Statutorv  Rules  1909,  No. 

40. 

Substitution  of  "  Chief  of  the  Gene- 
ral Staff  "  and  '*  Quartermaster- 
Tleneral  " — Statutory  Rules  1909, 
No.  4, 

Regulation  iioa  .\dded,  and  Fiaancial 
and  Allowance  Regulation  No.  98 
Amended — Statutorv  Rules  tqog. 
No.  3S. 

V-     Firancinl    »nd    Allowance  Regulations 
Amended — 
No.  143^ — Statutory  Rules   1909.  No, 

IQ. 

Mo,  X43 — Statutory  Rules  1909,  No. 

13. 

No,  64 — Statutory  Rules  1909,  No.  33. 
Substitution  of  "  Chie|  of  the  General' 
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NataI  Cadet  Corps. — Regnlattoof— StatB> 
ii>rT  Ruleft  1909,  No.  a8. 
Forces — 
RrjulatioDS  Amended — 
Nm.  35,  64 — Sututorr    Rulei  1909, 
No.  13- 

No.   i48-~St^utory  Rules  1909,  No. 

F.s^'ial   and   Allowance  ReguUtioos 
.^mroded — 
No.  51 — Ststutoiy   Rales  1908,  No. 
130. 

No.  4<^Statntory  Rules  1909,  No.  39. 
T.  ?  Cleik  laid  upon  the  table — 

I'lpuAU  Lands  PriTatelv  Held — Return  to 
an  0(det  of  the  House,  dated  iith 
December,  1908L 

a'VKRXOR-GEXERAl.'S  SPEECH : 
ADDRESS-IX-REPIA". 
Mr  SPEAKER.— I  have  to  inform  the 
R  •J--  trial,  at  the  summons  of  His  Excel- 
iS-  Governor-General,  I  attended  in 
th^  S  -1  ittf  r'lamber.  where  His  Excellency 
m\\  to  deliver  hi»  opening  speech, 

■■  ■■•-h  U->T  greater  acruracy  I  have,  ob- 
t:.-r  •!  a  copy,  though,  I  presume,  it  will 
'•-  oon^idered  necessary  for  me  to  read 
r  i-  if  page  5). 
^*  t  n  <h%  Mr.  Fishes)  agreed  to — 

J>\*  I  Committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Roberts, 
Mr.  Kill,  Mr.  Frazer,  and  Mr.  Catti  be  ap- 
p>a*-d  to  prepare  an  Address-in-Reply  to  the 
•pec  dfUTered  br  His  Excellency  the  Governor* 
GojtTu  to  both  fiouses  of  the  ParliamenL 

f.*'ic'eJ — ■ 

*  ;..e  Committee  do  report  this  day. 
1>-  Coaunittee  having  retired,  re-entered 
lae  ("h-ymber.  and  presented  the  proposed 
ir-ij-in-RfpIv,  which  was  read  b>-  the 
<  -rs.  .J  fo1l(>ws: — 

M»T  .T  riiLiti  Yofa  Exckllewcy— 

Hoase  of  RepresentatiTes  of  the  Per- 
..•Tn.:  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Australia,  in 
I'l'.  -„cDt  assfmbted,  beg  to  express  out  loyalty 
-  '  »i  r  M'iSt  Gficious  Sovereign,  and  to  thank 
\  :•  '  »  -llency  for  the  Speech  which  you  have 
hft.  i  to  address  to  Parliament. 

ROBERTS  (Adelaide)  [3.1].  —  I 

T-  -  Ai-jress-in-Reply  to  His  Excelleiicy's 
«"  a«  Tr*d  br  the  Cleric,  be  agreed  to  by 
•a-  H-v 

I  ■-■•jir--  that   lh<-   Ministry,  in  doing 
•  -  \,  lO'jr  of  askinj;  me  lo  submit  this 
i'lr  tlte  consideration  and,  let  us 
^-      tr-  adf^ion  of  the  House,  followed 
'rdirory  custom  of  ginng  that  oppor- 
•i-.:",  to  f»je  last  man  to  be  elected  to  the 
*'  *sber.    If.  during  the  course  of  my  re- 
^rl«.  I  happen  not  to  follow  the  custom 
^Kirilt  oiweried  in  submitting  similar 
the  House.  I  am  confident  that 


hcMiorable  members  will  do  me  the  honour 
of  believing,  at  all  events,  that  the  depar- 
ture is  not  due  to  any  disrespect  for  those 
who  have  preceded  me  in  discharging  a  like 
duty,  but  is  made  under  the  belief  that 
at  times  a  change  mav  be  acceptable.  The 
labour  movement,  if  I  understand  it 
at  all,  develops  the  very  highest  and  best 
individuality  in  every  man,  provided  that 
individtialit>-  is  compatible  with  the  general 
good.  That  is  in  marked  contrast  ip  the 
form  of  individtiality  to  which  we  raise, 
I  hope,  reascnable  objection — that  shown 
by  sime  persons  who  acquire  wealth  by  the 
poverty  c!f  their  brethren.  Cwsequently,  if 
in  Bulxnitting  this  motion  T  do  not  follow 
the  ordinary  custom  it  will  be  realised 
that  in  my  view  some  slight  alteration 
mav  be  acceptable  to  honorable  mem- 
bers, and  the  responsibility  will  attach 
entirely  to  myself.  I  shcwld  like  to  ex- 
press my  regret  that  the  honorable  member 
fOT  Kooyong  is  not  with  us  to-day  ;  for  I 
sinoerely  hope  that  his  severe  illness  will 
be  of  short  duration,  and  that  we  may 
have  the  pleasure  of  soon  witnessing  his 
return.  I  can  extend  my  sympathy  also 
in  the  direction  of  the  honorable  member 
for  £den-M(Huro.  We  remember — some 
with  pleasure,  others,  perhaps,  in  no  pleas- 
ing mood — ^the  able  and  vigorous  address 
with  which  he  last  favoured  us,  and  regret 
sincerely  that  he  should  have  been  laid 
aside  so  long  as  the  result  of  the  energy 
he  then  displayed  in  the  conscientious  dis- 
charge of  his  public  duties.  Let  me  say 
that  I  can  conscientiously  regret  the  absence 
through  illness  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Kooyong,  notwithstanding  that  we 
have  been  recent  1  y  on  opposite  sides 
in  respect  of  an  industrial  trouble. 
I  take  this  opportunitv  of.  expressing  my 
sincere  regret  that  after  the  decision  of  the 
Commonwealth  Court  of  Conciliation  and 
Arbitration  the  directorate  of  the  Broken 
Hill  Proprietary  should  have  thought  fit  to 
victimize  certain  citizens  of  Australia  for 
no  other  reason  than  that  those  citizens, 
acting  in  conformity  with  the  laws  of  their 
country,  had  tiVcn  office  in  certain  asso- 
dations  of  workmen.  I  should  not  like 
at  this  juncture  to  say  anything  severe,  but 
I  feel  that  with  few  exceptions  it  will  be 
agreed  throughout  the  Commonwealth  that 
such  conduct  is  rf^prehensible.  I  hope  that 
unions  and  assncintioils  of  workmen,  being 
legal  institutions  in  Australia — and  prac- 
tically throughout  the  Empire — and  their 
officers  therefore  entitled  ^to  respect  aiicl 
consideration,  it  svgifeeiniQitUiifi^  remain  in 
the  power  of  anv  private  individual  to 
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say  that  although  the  law  is  conformed  to 
— that  although  the  individual  has  broken 
no  law  or  rule  of  his  country — ^he  can  still 
be  so  victimized  that  the  bread  is  taken 
from  his  mouth  and  the  mouths  of  his  wife 
and  children.  When  I  remember  the  Aus- 
tralian Federaticm  of  Employers  and 
remember^  too,  their  black  list  which 
circulates  throughout  the  Commonwealth,  I 
cannot  but  repeat  that  the  victimizing  of 
thesq  citizens'  is  most  reprehensible.  Honor- 
able members  will  not  expect  me  to  cover 
the  whole  length  and  breadth  Of  the  Speech 
with  which  His  Excellency  the  Governor- 
General  has  been  pleased  to  open  Parlia- 
ment. I  have  scarce  had  time  to  read 
it  

Mr.  Crouch. — Did  not  the  honorable 
member  obtain  an  advance  copy  ? 

Mr.  ROBERTS.— I  have  scarcely  had 
time  to  read  it  in  the  light  of  being  f^le  to 
debate  it  with  the  hofiorablg  member  for 
Corio.  It  is  possible  that  in  other 
directiwis  honorable  members  will  not  be 
too  severe  when  they  remember  that  the 
Speech  was  read  but  a  few  moments  ago, 
and  that  necessarily  one  of  such  a  lengthy 
character,  embracing  as  it  does  many  and 
important  subjects,  requires  serious  and 
careful  consideration.  There  stand  out  in 
it  four  or  five  items  of  markedi  importance, 
to  which  the  attention  of  hcHiorable  mem- 
bers may  be  briefly  directed.  I  do  so,  not 
that  I  presume  that  they  will  follow  in  my 
footsteps,  but  because  they  appear  to  me 
to  be  of  paramount  importance.  We  can- 
not fail  to  recognise  that  the  Ministry  dur- 
ing the  recess  have  been  particularly  atten- 
tive to  their  duties. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown. — Travelling  round 
the  country. 

Mr.  PAGE.-»-S,preading  the  gospel. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown.— Spreading  sedi- 
tion. 

Mr.  ROBERTS.—  I  believe  that  the 
people  of  Australia  like  their  public  men 
to  tour  the  Commonwealth ;  they  like  to 
know  and  see  and  understanH  them,  and  I 
am  confident  that  it  is  the  duty  of  public 
men  to  know  and  understand  the  people. 
How  is  that  possible  if  honorable  members 
remain  secluded?  But  perhaps  seclusion 
becomes  some  honorable  members  more  than 
publicity.  The  Ministry  have  displayed 
an  energy  and  determination  that  future 
Ministries  will  desire  to  emulate.  At  any 
rate  they  h.-ve  full  confidence  in  the  policy 
that  thev  have  submitted,  and  they  have  not 
been  lacking  in  detail  in  submitting  it  to 
the  consideration  of  the  country.    I  wish 


here  to  offer  in  public  mv  congratulations 
to  them  for  their  energy  and  determina- 
tion, and  for  the  confidence  they  have  dis- 
played in  their  policy,  and.to  express  the 
hope  that  it  will  not  be  Icmg  before  we 
see  that  policy  out  into  operation. 
There  stands  out  in  this  speech  one  promi- 
nent feature — that  Ministers  have  recog- 
nised the  obligations  of  the  Commonwealth, 
and  have  expressed  their  intention,  as 
clearlv  as,  I  think,  it  can  be  put  in  a  speech 
at  the  opening  of  Parliament,  that  those 
obligations  shall  be  honorably  and  fully 
met.  They  have  shown  that,  particularly 
with  respect  to  finance,  we  shall  not  in  the 
future,  as  in  the  past,  be  prodigal  only  to 
find  prodigality  in  return  where  the  money 
has  been  going,  while  unduly  restricting  ex- 
pmdituie  in  national  directions  where  it 
is  urgently  required.  There  is  also  in  the 
speech  a  recognition  of  the  value  and  neces- 
sity of  taking  over  the  control  of  the  States 
debts.  We  have  had  considerable  discus- 
sion about  the  subject,  the  papers  have 
teemed  with  proposals  regarding  it,  and 
past  Ministries  have  been  prolific  in  sugges- 
tions, but  scarce  anything  of  a  concrete 
character  has  yet  been  submitted  that  is 
likely  to  find  favour  with  the  people  of 
Australia.  I  welcome  the  advent  of  a 
Ministry  which  practically  says  that  it  is 
prepared  to  take  over  the  States  debts,  and 
discloses  distinctly  the  fact  that  that  course 
will  result  in  a  saving  of  very  many  millions 
of  pounds  annually  to  Australia.  It  is  re- 
grettable that  persons  in  responsible  ofiices 
in  the  various  States  should,  notwithstand- 
ing the  possible  saving,  still  so  persistently 
lefuse  the  terms  offered  them,  and  re- 
fuse e\en  to  submit  proposals  of  a 
character  likely  to  be  acceptable  to  the 
I>eople  generally.  But  if  there  is  one 
proposal  more  important  than  any  other, 
to  which  we  mig^t  direct  our  atten- 
tion, it  is  that  of  immigration,  for  bound 
up  with  it  are  two  other  proposals — that  of 
finding  land  for  those  who  emigrate  to  our 
shores,  and  that  of  defence.  The  three 
questions  seem  inseparable.  Juggle  with 
words  how  you  may,  decry  <Mie  proposal 
how  you  like,  the  three  are  inseparably 
combined.  You  cannot  with  justice  to 
yourselves,  or  to  the  immigrants,  ask  them 
to  come  here  unless  you  can  give  them  con- 
ditions'superior  to  those  they  propose  to 
leave — unless  you  can  reasonably  say  to 
them  that  there  are  in  Australia  opportimi- 
ties  of  employment,  for  putting  their  mental 
and  physical  abilities  inter* practir|Ll«  opera- 
tion, so  that  they  may  obralirTroiyh&tiselves 
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and  those  dependent  upm  them  a  living  a 
little  superior  to  that  to  which  they  have 
be«i  aocustnoed  in  oth«r  parts-of  the  wcvld. 
At  this  juncture,  I  regret  to  note  that,  while 
other  parties  are  putting  forward  prOToi- 
nently  the  subject  of  immigration,  they  are 
forced  at  the  same  time  to  admit  that  there 
is  no  land  available  in  Australia  for  immi- 
grants, and  that  there  are  thousands  of 
people  to-day — bond  fide  farmers,  capable 
men,  born  in  our  own  country,  with  some 
little  capital  in  addition  to  their  practical 
experience — hungrily  seeking  land  and  un- 
able to  obtain  it. 

Mr.  Hedges. — Send  them  to  the  West. 

Mr.  ROBERTS.— Distant  fields  are 
always  green.  Singularly  enough,  despite 
the  fact  that  Victoria  has  a  population  of 
only. a  lUtle  over  1,300,000,  people  are 
leaving  this  State  because  they  cannot  ob- 
tain land.  Does  the  honcvable  mmber  as- 
sert that  the  land  in  this  State  is  being  put 
to  proper  use  when  there  is  no  land  avail- 
able? Do  Ave  indulge  in  legislation  of  a 
national  character  ?  Is  it  just,  is  it  honor- 
able, is  it  creditable,  shall  I  say  to  the 
Parliament  of  Victoria,  for  instance,  that 
bar  sons,  her  yeomanry — and  in  this  can- 
vexioa  I  recall  the  well-known  lines — 

But  s  bold  peasantry,  their  couBtry's  pride. 
When  oDce  destroy'd  can  never  be  lupplied— 

should  be  seeking  land  in  other  directicms, 
gtHng  east  or  west  as  the  case  may  be? 
The  honorable  member  knows  a^  well  as  I 
do  that  there  are  mitlicms  of  acres  of  land 
in  this  State  monopolized  by  a  few  persons, 
whose  superfluous  itrealth  is  not  always 
used  in  the  ditectioi  in  which  it  might  be 
used.  The  honorable  member  is  like 
others  who  refuse  to  put  into  operation 
anything  of  a  practical  character,  and  who, 
when  spoken  to  on  this  particular  subject, 
invariably  say,  "  Go  east,  go  west,  go 
somewhere  else,  but  touch  not  the  cancer 
at  hand."  That  is  practically  the  situa- 
tion. Fortunately,  however,  this  Parlia- 
ment, at  any  rate,  is  representative  of  the 
whole  of  Australia,  and  what  shall  we 
say  to  those  men?  An  honorable  member 
representing  a  ptntion  of  Victoria  may  say, 
"Go  east,"  or  "Go  west,"  but  what 
shall  the  Federal  Parliament  say  to  those 
who  in  Victoria,  Western  Australia, 
Queensland,  or  South  Australia,  are  cry- 
ing out  for  land?  You  can  name  no  land 
of  a  suitable  character  upon  which  there  is 
a  reasonable  hope  of  finding  even  a  ptt- 
tancCj  and  which  is  put  forward  by  any 
State   Government   for   application,  for 


which  the  number  of  applicants  does  not 
ceed  by  scores,  by  hundreds,  the  number 
of  available  blocks.      What  shall  we  in 
the  Federal  Parliament  sav  to  those  men? 
Can  we  send  them  to  any  particular  spot  ? 
Shall  we  not  touch  the  trouble?  Shall 
we  noi  endeavour  to  put  into  force  legisla- 
tion that  we  may  reasonably  hope  will  have 
the  efiFect,  not  merely  in   (me  particular 
sandx.  porticm,  but  over  the  whole  of  Aus- 
tralia, of  opening  up  the  available  lands 
now  monopolized  by  a  few  persons,  and 
not   out   to   a  truly    efifective   use  — 
of   opening   them,    not   <xily   to  those 
wh<kn     wa    have     here    now.  ready 
and  able  to  occupy  them,  but  also  to  the 
thousands  who  are  willing  to  come  here 
and  put  their  practical  experience  into  use 
for  the  benefit  of  Australia?    It  seems  to 
me  that  when  honorable  members  continue 
to  employ  cries  of  that  description,  say- 
ing, "Go  east,"  or  "  Go  west,"  refusing 
to  touch  the  difficulty  in  their  immediate 
centres,  and  looking  always  at  the  fields 
and  pastures  that  are  far  away,  they  are 
neglectmg  a  public  duty,  siid  that  n^lect 
must  reflect  seriously  upon  them,  if  not  at 
the  present  mom«it,  at  any  rate,  in  the 
immediate  future.  I,  as  a  Labour  man,  am 
indeed  anxious  to  seethe  population  of  Aus- 
tralia increased  by  men  of  our  own  colour — 
our  own  kith  and  kin,  I  say  emphatically, 
in  preference,  but  men  of  our  own  colour, 
certainly.     I  believe — indeed,  I  know — 
there  is  rocxn  for  them  in  Australia,  and 
that  there  are  opportunities,  if  our  various 
legislatures  but  recognise  the  difficulty  and 
apply  the  sur^cm's  knife.    I  know  that 
immigrants  could  be  suitably  settled  cm 
lands  to  their  own  benefit,  and  to  the  bene- 
fit of  the  Cwnmonwealth,  particularly  for 
defensive  purposes.    And  so  I  say  Again 
that  the  three  subjects,  while  they  may 
come   for    the    moment   under  different 
headings,  are  inseparably  bound  up  with 
each  other,    and  that   immigration  is,  I 
shall  not  say  a  practical  impossibility,  but 
is  approaching  a  crime  until  we  are  pre- 
pared with  lands  on  which  to  settle  the 
immigrants — until  we  have  brought  about 
the  cq)entng  up  of  those  lands,  I  hope  by 
means  of  a  progressive  land  tax.  Follow- 
ing  on  that  will  come  the  establishment  of  a 
defraice  force  of  a  character  likely  to  meet 
any  attacks  that  may  be  made  on  the 
Commonwealth.    When  I  look  around  for 
anything  of  a  tangible  character  from  the 
gentlemen  who  are  almost  violent  in  their 
opposition  to  a  progressive  land  tax,  I 
find  that  for  a  number  of  years  they  have 
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bcMi  crying  out  for  immigrants — that  this 
has  been  one  of  their  leading  subjects. 
The  hcHiorable  member  for  JBallaiat  quite 
recsntly  deplored  what  he  thought  was  the 
absence  of  fwocninence  given  to  this  sub- 
ject in  the  speech  of  the  Prime  Minister. 
On  looking;  back  over  the  records  I  find 
that  for  same  seven  years  the  bonorable 
member  for  Ballarat  has  held  office  as  a 
Minister  of  the  Crown  in  the  Common- 
wealth ;  and  the  onlv  practical  outcome  in 
this  direction  is  a  submission  of  a  pr<^osal 
to  the  States  Premiers  or  the  States  Par- 
liaments that  they  shall  provide  the  lands 
while  the  Commcmwealth  provides  the  men. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — And  the  bulk  of  the 
States  never  replied. 

Mr.  ROBERTS.— I  do  not  know 
whether  that  be  so  or  not,  but  they  should 
have  had  the  courtesy  to  reply,  if  oily  in 
a  letter  of  acknowledgment. 

Mr.  Batcheixijr. — I  am  not  talking  of 
raere  acknowledgmaits. 

Mr.  ROBERTS.— With  the  States  Par- 
li.-mients  constituted  as  they  are — each  sub- 
ject to.  and  practicallv  in  the  grip  of,  a 
Legislative  Council  competed  of  land 
monopolies — ^tbere  is  no  more  probability 
of  that  proposal  being  accepted  or  bearing 
practical  fruit  than  there  is  ^  a  man  fiy- 
ing  fmn  here  to  England.  I  venture  to 
suggest  that  after  a  trial  of  some  years, 
and,  with  a  knowledge  of  how  the  Legis- 
lative Councils  are  composed — with  a 
knowledge  of  the  bitter  and  strenuous  op- 
position every  Legislative  Council  has 
shown  to  the  opening  up  of  the  lands  on  a 
reasonable  basis — it  is  not  merely  "futile, 
but  it  is  knowinglv  plaving  with  the  sub- 
ject of  immigration,  and  with  that  of.  the 
acquisition  of  land,  to  put  forth  such  a 
prc^sal.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  honor- 
iible  member  for  Ballarat  has  frankly 
acknonledged  that  the  subject  of  immi- 
gratu>n  and  the  land  policy  are  inseparably 
bound  up  together ;  and  that,  therefore,  it 
would  be  neither  fair  nor  honorable  to 
introduce  immigrants  unless  land  is  avail- 
able for  them.  Notwithstanding  this,  the 
ears  of  the  public  are  continually  tickled 
with  the  same  old  proposal,  which  is  the 
only  one  that  those  in  opposition  to  the 
I»Ucy  of  the  Labour  Party  have  seen  fit 
to  submit;  and  I  repeat  that  this  is  not 
merely  futile,  but  knowingly  playing  with 
the  subject.  I  venture  to  remind  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Ballarat  that,  while 
there  is  an  admission — a  frank  admis^on, 
shall  I  call  it? — that  immigrants  should  not 
be  brought  here  unless  land  is  available, 


and  that,  while  there  is  an  amusing  pro- 
posal submitted  to  the  States  Premiers, 
nevertheless  efforts  are  being  made  to 
attract  immigrants.  It  necessarily  follows 
that  the  persons  responsible  iot  this, 
while  they  admit  that  land  is  not  avail- 
able, are  acting  nath»  creditably  to  tbem- 
selves  nor  justly  to  the  immigrants.  We 
have  had  some  verv  sad  illustrations  of 
persons  conoing  to  Australia,  and  finding 
that  the  rosy  pictures  painted  h\  paid 
advocates  in  England  and  elsewhere  are 
not  quite  "up  to  sample."  They  have 
found  that  the  stories  told,  and  that  the 
advertisements,  as  is  not  uncommoi>  with 
advertisements,  are  scarcely  borne  out  in 
realization.  Sad  to  s-av,  some  of  those 
immigrants  have  returned  to  the  c\d  world ; 
and  I  venture  to  think  that  the  manner 
in  which  they  will  speak  will  be  an  ad- 
vi»tis«nent  of  a  character  that  this  country 
can  ill-affcMrd,  and  will  counteract  to  a  very 
large  extent  the  pictures  painted  by  those 
who  aie  attracting  people  here,  without 
considering  as  to  what  is  likely  to  be  their 
fate  on  arrival.  The  recent  agitation  in 
a  certain  direction  for  immigrants  se^s  to 
have  started  some  twelve  or  eighteen  months 
ago.  If  1  remember  correctly,  a  gentle- 
man of  the  name  of  Morgan  came  here 
from  some  part  of  England,  as  represent- 
ing the  Chamber  or  Association  of  Manu- 
facturers; and  he  distinctly  stated  in  his 
public  utterances  that  for  the  en:^)loying 
section — with  wh(»n  he  was  apparently 
more  intimately  associated — to  be  success- 
ful, they  must  have,  not  merely  a  sulfi- 
cienc}",  but  a  surplus  «f  labour.  Though 
honorable  membefs  may  be  indifferent  to 
^vhat  that  means,  we  ought  not  to  be  in- 
different to  the  sufferings  of  the  surplus. 
If  manufactures  cannot  be  carried  on  un- 
less there  be  a  surplus  of  labour — which 
means  that  a  section  of  human  beings  shall 
starve  continually*  knocking  at  the  door, 
and  asking  for  em.ployment  at  whate\'er 
wajjes  the  o;vner  chooses  to  give — we  are 
neglecting  our  duty,  and  showing  an  in- 
difference to  suffering  which  ought  not  to 
be  countenanced  by  public  men  in  Aus- 
tralia, at  any  rate.  Only  a  few  days  ago 
I  noticed  that  Dr.  Arthur  was  proreeding 
to  England  for  the  purpose  of  advocating 
immigration.  That  gentleman,  with  his 
painting  of  all  manner  of  patriotic  pic- 
tures, and  urging  the  need  for  immigrants, 
failed  to  rouse  any  enthusiasm  in  the 
minds  of  his  listenMS,  who  were  the  mem- 
Iiers  of  the  South  Austri^n^Chain^r  of 
Commerce,  until  '5iS't'i^''4i^Wc>«rds  he 
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put  the  matter  to  tbem  as  a  business  pco- 
position.  Aloiost  immediately  his  auditors 
seized  on  the  "  business  proposition,"  be- 
cause it  meant  that  they  would  have  a 
surplus  of  labour ;  and  some  commercial 
knowledge  seems  to  start  and  end  with  the 
consideration  of  bow  little  can  be  paid  in 
wages,  and  how  many  hours  men  can  be 
emplo>ed  for  the  small  pay.  I  repeat 
that  the  subject  of  immigratiwi  is  in- 
separably bound  up  with  tSat  1^  a  land 
tax.  We  require  such  legislation  as 
will  open  up  millions  of  acres  now 
monopolized  hv  a  few  persons,  to  the 
dttriment  of  the  many ,  and  to  the 
injury  of  the  country.  It  is  only  by  that 
means  that  we  can  populate  Australia,  and 
it  is  only  with  population  that  we  can  pro- 
perly defend  our  land.  I  am  not  yet 
acquainted  with  the  details  of  the  Minis- 
terial proposals  relating  to  defence ;  but,  in 
my  opinion,  every  male  in  Australia  shmild 
have  a  knowledge  of  drill  and  the  use  of  the 
rifle,  and  shottld  be  disciplined,  so  that, 
should  the  occasion  arise,  he  may  be  a 
potential  force  ioc  the  dd^ence  of  his  coun- 
try. When  there  is  need  for  defence,  a 
disciplined  army  is  in  every  way  prefer- 
able to  a  patriotic  rabble,  which  is  what  our 
people  must  be  if  they  remain  undisciplined, 
;md  without  skill  in  the  use  of  firearms  and 
weapons  of  warfare.  But  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  oxnpel  men  to  leave  their  avoca- 
tions to  acquire  the  rudiments  of  drill,  nor 
do  I  know  to  what  extent  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  has  modified  his  views  in  that 
direction,  though  probably  we  shall  soon  be 
enlightened  on  the  subject.  I  am  prepared 
to  commence  by  drilling  our  bc^'s.  When 
Australia  instituted  compulsory  education, 
the  Parliamoits  did  not  drag  men  of 
twenty-five  at:  thirty  from  their  work  to  the 
schools.  We  regretted  that  part  of  tKe 
popularion  did  not  enjoy  the  advantages  of 
early  education,  but  we  thought  it  suffi- 
cient to  COTifine  our  schooling  to  the  boys 
and  girls.  I  suggest  a  similar  commence- 
ment in  r^ard  to  defence.  Putting  my 
views  into  concrete  fonn,  I  would  say  that, 
we  might  start  with  boys  at  the  age  of  ten 
years,  and  subject  th«n  to  drill  compul- 
sorilv  until  they  reach  the  age  of  nineteen 
years.  This  nine-year  period  I  would 
break  up  into  three  equal  portions  of  three 
years  each,  devoting  the  first  to  preliminary 
drill,  the  second  to  advanced  work,  with 
the  use  of  small  or  dummy  rifles,  and  the 
third  to  training  in  the  handling  of  real 
p^ms,  the  acquiring  of  field  experience,  skill 
in  scouting,  and  general  knowledge  of  mili- 


tary work,  to  enable  the  lads  to  assist  in 
the  defence  of  the  country  should  any  attack 
be  made  upon  it.  There  might  also  be  a 
militia  force  which  men  over  the  age  of 
nineteen  could  join.  Had  I  the  power, 
I  would  abolish  the  present  volunteer  force ; 
and  I  know  of  no  man  in  military  senice, 
with  the  exoeptt(xi,  perhaps,  of  some  of  the 
\-olunteer  officers,  with  whom  I  am  not  in 
agreement  on  the  subject.  A  voltmteer 
force  and  a  militia  have  never  worked  to- 
gether satisfactorily.  I  would  suggest  the 
establishment  of  a  militia,  in  which  men 
could  serve  for  five  years  after  finishing 
their  period  of  compulsory  training.  It 
would  be  similar  to  that  in  which  we  now 
have  three  years*  service.  For  men  who  had 
gone  through  the  militia,  there  might  be  a 
semi-reserve  force,  which  they  would  join 
for  a  period  of  s'.x  years,  by  which  time 
they  would  have  r«icbed  the  age  of  thirty 
years.  Then,  while  every  male  in  the  ccMn- 
munity  might  not  have  gone  through  the 
militia  and  reserve  forces,  there  would  be 
none  who  had  not  received  compulsory  train- 
ing of  a  character  enabling  him  to  assist  in 
the  defence  of  his  country.  Though  I  do 
not  commit  myself  to  agreement  with  these 
proposals  in  detail,  I  am  glad  that  the 
Ministry  has  put  ftwward  defence  pro- 
posals. The  cost  will  be  a  little  more 
than  the  estimate  of  the  cost  of  the 
pn^XMals  put  fOTward  by  the  last  Adminis- 
tration. While  the  Deakin  Government 
found  itself  unable  to  finance  a  militia  of 
23,000  OT  24,000,  or,  if  we  include  the 
volunteers,  a  force  of  30,000,  on  an  annual 
expenditure  of  ^^800, 000.  it  proposed  to 
create  a  defence  force  half-a-million  strong 
on  an  expenditure  of  ;^i,roo,ooo.  Hut 
we  remember  with  deep  regret  that,  having 
expended  a  few  pounds  in  New  South 
Wales  in  welcoming  the  American  Fleet, 
it  could  not  find  funds  to  provide  the  ordi- 
nary Easter  Encampment  for  the  forces  of 
the  State.  Therefore,  we  may  reasonably* 
conclude  that  its  estimate  was  ill-con- 
sidered, and  put  forward  merely  for  the 
purposes  of  the  moment.  Some  of  us  were 
prevented  from  speaking  on  the  Defence 
Bill  last  year,  and  I  therefore  take  this 
opportunity  to  express  my  deep  regret  that 
tile  late  Minister  of  Defence,  when  intro- 
ducing his  Bill,  used  words  insulting  to 
the  crfficers  under  his  control.  His  remarks 
were  of  a  character  to  reflect  upon  him  dis- 
creditably, for  they  applied  to  officers  who 
could  not  reply  to  him,  and  who  were  wear- 
ing a  dress  for  i^€«6"i(^^Q^1\Qs  at  the 
mcnnent  solely  responsible,  since  matters 
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dress  are  controlled  by  regulations,  which 
a  Minister  can  at  all  times  alter,  if  he  so 
desires.  I  intended  at  the  time  to  reply 
to  the  remarks  which  I  considered  insult- 
ing, and  I  now  express  my  regret  that  they 
were  uttered,  suggesting  that  in  futui%  the 
honorable  member  should  not  make  such 
references  towards  men  prevented  frwn  re- 
plying hy  the  rules  which  govern  their  ser- 
vice. I  understa  .id  that  during  the  last 
few  days  the  subject  of  New  Protection 
has  proved  a  stumbling  block  to  certain 
persons,  and  I  may  iwesently  ask  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  how  he  has  been 
able  to  leap  the  abyss  between  the  position 
which  he  at  one  time  adopted  and  the 
acknowledgment  of  these  principles,  even 
thouf;h  in  his  innermost  heart  he  may 
think  them  capable  of  little  or  no 
practical  effect.  It  is  regrettable 
that  when  the  Tariff  was  being 
passed,  certain  manufacturers  publicly 
promised  that  they  would  support  the 
benefits  of  protecticm  to  those  who  were 
working  for  them,  and  that,  ha\ing  ob- 
tained high  protective  duties,  by  which 
they  nre  daily  and  hourlv  gainers,  they 
have  turnetJ  about,  and  not  merelv  repu- 
diate their  promises,  but,  with  a  venom 
which  beggars  description,  seek  by  divers 
means  to  use  their  influence  to  strangle  the 
party  wiiich  desires  that  the  bargain  to 
which  they  were  parties  shall  be  carried 
out  in  its  entirety.  It  i!>  a  matter  for  the 
deepest  regret  that  these  persons  hold  their 
honour  so  lightly  that  they  regard  their 
imxnises  as  not  binding,  '  and  that  the 
commercial  men  of  Australia  should  re- 
main under  the  stigma  of  the  charge  that, 
having  by  their  promises  gained  from  tlie 
Legislature  protection  which  is  increasing 
their  wealth,  they  scornfully  repudiate  their 
part  of  the  agreement,  and  shameles&ly  at- 
tempt to  do  everything  that  would  prevent 
its  having  effect.  Despite  the  opposition  to 
them,  I  believe  that  the  principles  em- 
bodied in  the  \ew  Protection  are  accept- 
able to  the  people  of  Australia.  I  note 
that  there  is  no  possibility  of  fusion 
amongst  parties  opposite  without  tlie  recog- 
nition of  these  principle ;  that  the  so- 
called  great  Liberal  Party  makes  them  a 
'permanent  jrfank.  According  to  a  speech 
pren  at  Hobart.  the  honorable  member  for 
Ballarat  claims  sole  credit  for  the  promul- 
gation of  the  idea  of  New  Prtrtection ;  at 
any  rate,  if  we  are  to  believe  the  state- 
ments in  the  public  press,  almost  every 
honorable  member  has  now  acknowledged 
*^Hat  its  principles  are  good  and  just. 
Jtfr.  Roberts. 


Mr.  Henry  Wilus. — There  is  nothing 
new  about  it.    It  is  the  old  Protection. 

Mr.  ROBERTS.— It  is  an  addition  to 
the  protective  policj-  which,  I  understand, 
my  honorable  friend  has  now  fully  and 
freely  accepted  for  the  term  of  his  natural 
life.  I  regard  it  as  a  necessary  and  indis- 
pensable additi<m,  and  hope  that,  at  the 
next  electi<»iSj  a  large  majority  will  be  re- 
turned to  this  House  pledged  to  give  effect 
to  proposals  for '  protecting  the  WM-king 
men,  working  women,  and  working  children 
of  our  factories  equally  with  the  manufac- 
turers, who  have  been  dealt  with  liberally, 
and  even  with  excessive  generosity,  not- 
withstanding that  their  wealth  is  such  that 
they  might  reasonably  have  been  regarded 
as  capable  of  defending  their  own  interests. 
I  hope  that  there  will  not  be  denied  to  the 
scores  of  thousands  of  workers  the  pro- 
tection which  Parliament  has  already  ex- 
tended to  the  few,  and  which  those 
few  are  trying  to  prev^t  being  extended 
to  the  many.  I  ha^*e  doubts  as  to  the 
efiicacy  of  the  prop(»als  which  we  are 
told  are  to  be  put  forward  by  others. 
But  whether  they  succeed  or  fail  at  the 
present  moment,  I  have  no  doubt  that  as 
the  result  of  an  appeal  to  the  country  we 
shall  succeed  in  placing  upon  the  statute- 
book,  to  the  enjoyment  and  pleasure  of 
scores  of  thousands  of  our  fellow -citizens, 
the  policy-  that  we  know  as  the  New  Pro- 
tection. We  have  sutmiitted  to  us  in  clear, 
unmistakable  terms  a  definite  policy,  and 
during  the  whole  of  the  recess  I  have 
failed  to  discover  any  oppositi<x)  to  that 
policy.  I  wonder  if  that  fact  has  been 
noted  in  other  directions.  Has  it  been 
noted  that  while  there  has  been  plotting 
and  counter-plotting,  marching  and  counter- 
marching, fusion  and  confusiwi,  there  has 
not  appeared  in  print — so  far  as  I  am 
aware — any  definite  and  clear  objectiai  to 
the  policy  put  forward  by  the  FishCT  Min- 
istry. Whatever  may  be  the  outccxne  of 
the  conferences  that  are  taking  place,  even 
now,  in  the  dusk  of  evening,  I  have  not 
yet  seen  a  definite  objecti<xi  to  the  leading 
features  of  the  Ministerial  proKramme. 
Was  there  objection  to  compulsory  defence  ? 
If  we  look  at  the  papers  to-day  we  find 
that  that  objection  has  been  swept  away. 
The  part}-  led  by  the  honorable  member  i<x 
Ballarat  acknowledges  through  its  leader 
that  the  policy  of  defence  put  forward  by 
the  Ministry  is  a  practical  one  for  which 
they  deserve  commendation.  It  has  been 
accepted .  too,  I  am  in  formed ,  by  other 
honorable  members.    The  New  Protecti(Mi, 
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once  the  horror  of  honorable  members  op- 
posite— once  denounced  in  terms  that  al- 
most violated  the  Standing  Orders  

Mr.  Tudor. — As  a  "  madcap  scheme." 

Mr.  ROBERTS.  —  As  a  "  madcap 
scheme  " — is  now  accepted.  Speaking  at 
Bendigo  on  31st  March  last — not  very  long 
ago — the  leader  of  the  OpposititHi,  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Parramatta,  is  reported 
to  have  made  a  proposal — and  as  the  re- 
pent appears  in  a  Conservative  newspaper 
I  take  it  that  the  hcmorable  member  will 
approve  of  it — as  against  "  the  madcap 
sdieme  of  the  Labour  Socialists"  in  re- 
spect to  the  Xew  Protection.  Has  the 
honorable  member  now  accepted  it? 

Mr.  Joseph  CoOK.—Their  scheme? 
Certainly  not. 

Mr.  ROBERTS.— Has  the  honorable 
member  accepted  the  principle  of  the  Xew 
Protecti(Hi? 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber has  never  heard  me  denounce  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  Xew  Protectiai. 

Mr.  ROBERTS.— Then  we  may  take  it 
that  the  honorable  member  has  accepted 
the  principle.  If  we  all  approve  of  and 
agree  with  the  principle  of  New  Protec- 
tion, why  slay  the  Ministry  that  proposes 
to  introduce  that  policy  ?  What  a  curious 
situation  confronts  us.  There  has  been 
no  spoken  opposition— or  if  there  was  any 
opposition  it  has  been  swept  away — to  the 
Ministerial  programme.  The  leader  of 
the  Opposition  now  admits  that  he  has  ac- 
cepted the  principle  of  New  Protec- 
tion, although  less  than  two  months  ago 
it  was  to  him  a  madcap  Socialist  scheme. 
The  Ministerial  defence  policy  has  alsp 
been  accepted.  What  is  meant  in  the 
compact  fay  the  words-  "  Federal  finance" 
I  do  not  know.  That  statement  of  prin- 
ciple is  charmingly  vague,  but  it  has  also 
been  accepted.  I  presume  that  every 
honorable  member  irrespective  of  party  be- 
lieves in  "  Federal  finance."  If  that  is 
so,  we  are  again  unanimous,  and  there  is 
no  opposition  to  the  Ministerial  prt^ramme. 
Then  may  I  ask  once  more,  why  all  this 
fusion  and  confusicai  ?  Why  all  this 
marching  and  counter-marching  ?  Why 
alt  the  plotting  that  has  been  going  an  re- 
cently in  the  dusky  twilight?  So  en- 
grossed were  those  at  the  Conference  with 
their  proposals  that  not  even  the  sparks  of 
the  process  of  f  usicm  could  give  them  suffi- 
dent  light,  and  they  had  to  adjourn.  Re- 
turning to  the  fact  that  there  has  been  no 
objecti<xi  to  the  Ministerial  programme,  I 


should  like  to  point  out  that  the  honorable 
member  for  Parramatta  is  repc^ed  to  have 
said — 

He  objected  to  the  Labour  Paitv  beiae  in  office 
at  all. 

He  did  not  know  why  he  did  so,  but  he 
objected.  It  was  another  case  of  "  I  do 
not  love  thee,  Dr.  Fell."  Despite  his 
many  years  of  Ministerial  experience  in 
New  South  Wales,  and  his  officifd  posi- 
tion in  this  Hou.se  as  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition, or  what  was  known  as  the  Oppo- 
siticAi,  the  htKiorable  member  objects  to  the 
Labour  Party  being  in  t^ce,  but  is  imable 
to  say  why  be  does  so. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  did  sav  so,  as 
a  matter  of  fact,  and  very  plainly,  too. 

Mr.  ROBERTS.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber is  reported  to  have  said — 

The  very  fact  of  it  being  in  office  was  a  aega- 
lion  of  the  repiesentative  principle* 
Why? 

Mr.  Bruce  Suitb.— Because  the  party 
numbers  cxily  27  out  of  7^  members. 

Mr.  ROBERTS.— The  ^honorable  mem- 
ber's party  numbers  oa]y  20.  Shall  27 
give  place  to  20?  For  some  years  thoe 
sat  on  the  Treasurv_b»K:hes  a  party  num- 
bering 15.  Was  that  a  negation  of  the 
reiwesentative  principle? 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — It  was. 
•  Mr.  ROBERTS.— Then  I  ask  the  hon- 
orable member  which  section  of  this  House 
is  going  to  sit  on  the  Treasury  benches 
unless  there  be  a  throwing  overboard  of 
all  priiKiple,  unless  there  be  an  utter  dis- 
regard of  the  pledges  and  promises  given 
to  ccmstituents,  unless  there  be  an  odiibi- 
tion  of  political  spinelessness  from  which 
this  country  ought  to  be  free?  Shall  it 
be  the  party  to  which  the  honorable  mem- 
ber belongs  —  a  party  of  20?  Shall  it 
be  a  party  that  swnetimes  sits  in  the  Op- 
position corner,  but  is  not  at  this  moment 
there?  Shall  it  be  the  party  that  now 
sparsely  occupies  the  Ministerial  comer  ? 
Shall  it  be  the  party,  numbering  at  the  out- 
side some  fourteen  or  fifteen  members,  wHo 
have'  been  weighed  in  the  balance  and 
found  wanting?  Or  shall  it  be  the  party, 
nimibering  27,  now  in  <^ce?  That  is  a 
propositi(Hi  with  which  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Parkes  may  deal  when  next  he 
favours  us  with  one  of  those  masterly  ad- 
dresses for  which  he  is  famous.  To  say 
that  it  is  a  negation  of  the  representative 
principle  that  the  largest  party  in  the 
House  should  hold  office,  is,  to  put  it 
mildly,  a  regrettable  juggling  with  words. 
One  honorable  fj^fpl^pf^gcfogfe 
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representative  of  the  people  as  is  any  other. 
Each  has  to  submit  himself  to  a  defined 
cMistituency,  and  has  to  abide  by  the  re- 
sult of  the  voting.  To  the  extent  to  which 
the  people  vote,  so  he  represents  them. 
To  the  exteot  of  the  nimtes  who  vote 
foe  him,  so  be  is  a  r^nesentative  here. 
Since  diere  happens  to  be  a  party  num- 
bering 27^--tbe  strongest  in  the  House  for 
the  time  being — it  seems  to  me  that  we  ap- 
proach the  truly  representative  principle 
as  closely  as  possible  in  the  circumstances 
by  that  party  holding  office.  Unless,  tis  I 
have  said,  there  is  a  throwing  overboard 
of  principle,  no  other  party  in  this  House 
is  eligible,  even  on  the  showing  of  my  hon- 
orable friend,  to  occupy  the  Treasury 
bench.  He  went  on  to  say,  speaking  of 
the  Labour  Party,  that  "it  did  not  re- 
present the  pec^le."  May  I  ask  the  honor- 
able member  how  he  represent!  the  people 
anv  more  than  does  any  one  man  elected 
as  a  member  of  our  party?  These  state- 
ments bv  the  honorable  member  are  mere 
terms  that  may  tickle  the  ears  of  an  ave- 
rage audience.  They  mav  go  down  at 
packed  meetings,  and  may  be  approved 
bv  the  ticket- holders ;  but  I  venture  to  say 
that  when  dragged  into  the  tight  Qf  day, 
and  held  un  for  debate  or  refutation,  hcHi' 
tfwable  member^  will  signally  fail  to  up- 
Tiold  them  or  any  'similar  remarks  made 
at  such  meetings.  I  venture  to  re- 
mind the  honorable  member  that  each  and 
every  member  of  the  House  is  equally  re- 
presentative with  anv  other.  All  are 
elected  bv  a  similar  method,  and  if  we 
have  the  largest  numliers  for  the  time  being 
it  is  our  due  that  we  should  hold  the  posi- 
tion now  occupied  bv  us.  In  explanation 
of  the  statement  that  Laboia-  members  do 
not  represent  the  people,  we  have  the  fol- 
lowing statement  by  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition— 

This  had  been  illustrated  twice  recently.  The 
first  occasion  had  been  at  the  Premiers'  Confer- 
ence when,  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the 
Commonwealth,  the  Prime  Minister  of  AiwtralU 
declined  to  discusa  matters  of  finance  at  between 
himself  and  the  St^te  Premiers. 

I  beg  to  ask  the  honorable  member  again 
when  the  Federal  electors  gave  us  a  char- 
ter to  discuss  Federal  finance  with  State 
Premiers.  The  Prime  Minister  would  have 
been  lacking  in  dignity  had  he  followed 
the  deplorable  ecample  set  by  his  prede- 
cessors, who  repeatedly  at  ^se  confer- 
ences gave  expresncMi  to  opituons,  and 
were  as  repeatedly  turned  out  on  the  door- 
mat, sitting  there  while  the  States  Pre- 

Mr.  Roberts. 


miers  relied  in  language  not  too  cour- 
teous. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Is  there  an  allega- 
tion as  to  their  discourtesy  on  the  last 
occasion? 

Mr.  Mahon. — ^There  is  as  to  several  pre- 
vious occasions. 

Mr,  ROBERTS.— I  am  referring  to- 
the  predecesscH^s  of  the  Prime  Minister, 
who  went  to  the  various  conferences,  ex- 
pressed their  opinions,  and  were  as  re- 
peatedly lauglied  at  by  the  State  Pre- 
miers. It  would  have  shown  a  lack  of 
dignity  for  the  Prime  Minister  to  follow 
that  example,  and  the  fact  that  he  did 
not  so  act  scarcely  constitutes  an  excuse 
for  the  inaccurate  statement  that  the 
Labour  Party  do  not  represent  the  people. 
Then  the  tionorable  member  for  Parra- 
matta  says  that  the  second  reason  relates- 
to  the  attitude  of  the  Prime  Minister  upon 
the  proposed  gift  of  a  Dreadnought.  Be- 
cause the  Prime  Minister  did  not  accede 
to  the  suddwily  raised  cry  for  the  giving 
of  a  battleship  of  the  latest  type  to  Eng- 
land, we  are  told  that  we  do  not  repre- 
.sent  the  people.  Is  the  honorable  member 
for  Parramatta  stiil  prepared — shall  I 
say  as  a  potential  Minister — to  make  the 
gift  of  a  DreadnougiU  to  the  United' 
Kingdom  out  of  Federal  finance?  That 
is  a  reascKiable  question.  The  honorable 
member  stood  on  platform  after  platform 
and  flagellated  the  Labour  Party  for  their 
refusal,  smiting  them  hip  and  thigh*  and 
stating  practically  that  because  of  their 
refusal  to  accede  to  the  cry  of  the  momttlt 
they  did  not  represent  the  people.  I  ask 
the  honorable  member  now,  not  in  a 
j>acked  meeting,  among  ticket  holders,  or 
in  a  little  corner  where  he  is  am<Mig8t 
his  friends,  but  here  on  the  floor  of  ^tat 
House,  in  open  debate,  and  in  the  proper 
place,  "  Is  he  now  prepared  to  give  a 
Dreadnought  to  England  in  existing  cir- 
cumstanoes?"  Failing  a  reply  from  the 
honn^ble  member,  I  wish  to  tell  him  that 
as  a  politician  he  scarcely  knows  his  owir 
mind  two  weeks  on  end,  for  while  he  then 
prominently  supported  the  proposal,  to- 
day there  is  an  ominous  silence. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Not  at  all  ominous. 

Mr.  ROBERTS.— Then  the  honorable 
member  bhould  do  me  the  honour  of  reply- 
ing to  my  question. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— The  honorable 
member  will  get  his  reply  in  good  time. 

Mr.  ROBERTS.— Perhaps  the  honor- 
able mcmbn-  is  in  a  pf^dorK^sAS^wh^ 
similar  to  that  ofWl^ghhfiUySlFmem- 
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ber  for  Swan.  He  was  another  who  wu 
pr^Mred  to  give  a  Dreadnought,  and  I 
think  sutmitted  the  proposal  in  his  cus- 
tomary flowery  language,  with  several  quo- 
tatiofls  about  Nelson,  and  the  Union  Jade, 
and  the  dear  Old  Flag.  Yet  somehow, 
when  he  was  hurrying  over  to  the  fusion 
negotiaticms  a  couple  of  weeks  ago,  and 
was  inter\iewed  in  Adelaide  by  one  of  the 
.gentlemen  of  the  press,  his  reply  was — 
"  Yes,  I  was  in  favour  of  it  a  few  weeks 
ago,  but  at  the  present  I  cannot  say  what 
I  am  prepared  to  do  until  I  see  my 
friaids."  Similarly,  the  hwiorable  mem- 
roer  for  Parramatta  is  not  prepared  to 
4aT  what  he  can  do  until  he  sees  his  new 
leader.  Singularly  enough  a  portion  of 
the  interview  granted  by  the  right  honor- 
aUe  membo-  for  Swan  in  Adelaide  took 
the  form  of  denouncing  the  members  of 
the  Labour  Party  because  of  their  ladt  of 
independence,  tineir  inability  to  do  any- 
thing without  consulting  each  other,  and 
their  working  in  unison  to  an  exterrt  that 
he  said  was  inimical  to  the  interests  of 
the  State.  Yet  in  the  same  inter^ew 
be  had  so  far  left  his  independent  mind 
behind,  or  perhaps  got  it  so  mixed  up  in  the 
folds  of  the  flag  that  he  was  waving,  that 
he  was  unable  to  say  thai  what  he  was 
prepared  to  do  about  giving  a  Dread- 
$umgM.  Coming  back  to  the  point,  on 
the  31st  day  c&  Mardi,  according  to  the 
honcx'able  member  for  Parramatta,  this 
Ministry  did  not  represent  the  people  be- 
cause they  woald  not  give  away  a  Dread- 
nought. To-day  the  honorable  member — 
to  use  his  own  language— does  not  repre- 
sent the  people  because  he  is  not  prt^aored 
to  give  away  a  Dreadnought. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Who  says  I  am 
not  prepared  to  do  it? 

Mr.  ROBERTS.— Logically,  by  the  same 
process  c&  reasoning,  if  on  the  31st  day  of 
March  certain  men  were  nc^  representative 
•of  the  people  because  tbey  refused,  then 
manifestly  the  men  who  refuse  to-dav  are 
not  representative  of  the  people.  I  am 
giving  the  hoiwrable  member  back  his  own 
words.  Those  men  scarcely  know  their 
own  minds  for  two  or  three  weeks,  yet  the>' 
claim  to  be  the  representatives  of  the  people 
and  deny  that  title  to  other  men,  w}k>,  de- 
spite the  outcry  of  the  moment,  declined 
to  take  that  form  of  assisting  in  the  defence 
<rf  the  Empire.  Vet  those  are  the  only  two 
reascms  that  the  honorable  member  for  Par- 
ramatta  coold  advance  in  the  whole  of  his 
seardih^  address  for  oMecting  to  the 
Labour  Ministry  holding  omce.     The  leal 


reason  was,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  put  very 
plainly  in  the  A^e,  which  to-day  is  master 
of  the  situaticHi.  I  offer  my  sincere  con- 
gratulations to  that  powerful  paper.  It  has 
not  merely  brought  the  Opposltim  down  to 
the  ring-bolt,  but  it  stands  to-day  on  top  of 
its  local  contemporary,  and  cm  top,  also,  of 
the  Sydney  Morning  Herald,  the  Didly 
Telegraph,  the  Courier,  and  the  lot  of  them. 
The  whole  of  them  have  been  brought  down 
to  the  ring-bolt,  and  the  Age  stands  to-day 
absolutely  master  of  the  situati<wi,  dictating 
terras  as  never  previously  David  Syme  dic- 
tated them.  I  do  most  ^ncerely  and  with- 
out adulation  or  flattery  offer  my  congratu- 
lations to  that  newspaper  for  the  masterly 
manner  in  which  it  has  succeeded.  A  leader 
in  the  Age  of  yesterday  or  to-day  shows 
clearly  that  the  Opposition  is  prepared  for 
anything  if  fflily  it  can  put  the  Labour 
Party  out.  I  would  like  to  submit  the  ques- 
tion to  the  people  of  Australia  on  that  basis. 
If  the  Opposition  can  find  no  reasonable 
objection  to  the  various  planks  of  the 
Labour  Party's  platform,  if  it  cannot  %vv^ 
publicity  to  its  reasons  for  seeking  to  put 
the  present  Ministry  out  other  than  the  fact 
that  it  merely  wishes  to  turn  them  out.  that 
is  an  attitude  which  will  scarcely  appeal 
to  the  pe<^le  of  Australia. 

Mr.  FAiRBAtRN.^Did  the  Labour  Party 

g!ve  any  reasons  for  turning  the  Deakih 
ovemment  out  ? 

Mr.  ROBERTS.— We  were  not  asked  to 
f^ve  reasons.  I  am  now  respectfully  asking 
the  honorable  member  for  Parrapiatta  for 
some  explanation  of  his  intentions.  We 
merely  said  to  the  Deakin  Government,  in 
language  that  could  not  be  cavilled  at,  that 
so  far  as  we  were  concerned  support  was 
withdrawn.  The  Ministry,  with  the  assis- 
tance of  the  Oppositicm,  seemed  to  collapse, 
but  I  wish  to  say  on  their  behalf  that  tbey 
sought  an  opportunity  for  discussion  by  sub- 
mitting a  motion  that  would  have  permitted 
it,  but  that  the  Opposition,  to  a  man  pre- 
vented discussion,  and  so  prevented  the 
Labour  Party  from  giving  expression  to  the 
reasons  for  their  action.  Probably  the  Oppo- 
sition did  not  desire  it.  It  was  not  in  their 
tactics  at  that  particular  moment.  There 
has  been  so.ue  talk  of  fusion.  If  I  mav 
bring  "  alliteration's  artful  aid  "  to  mv  as'- 
sistance,  I  would  say  that  in  the  preliminarv 
efforts  the  usual  ly  di  plomatic  Deakin 
dived  desperately  down  into  the  dark  depths 
of  coalition  decline,  and  came  back  with 
despair  writ  large  upon  his  face.  Then  the 
usually  cautious  Cookc~tiime  .-.iheerfully 
across  the  500  nfi^^iih^W^iJ^Sipace  to 
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find  coalition  consolation,  and  went  back 
with  consternaticMi  on  his  face,  for  he  had 
failed,  whereupon  the  fretful  Forrest 
forced  his  way  into  the  proposals,  and  re- 
turned foiled.  It  is  a  oomical  position.  I 
scarcely  remanber,  in  my  political  career, 
extending  as  it  has  over  a  number  of  years, 
anything  more  ocwaical  than  the  desperate 
desire  of  the  three  honorable  members  not 
to  put  a  policy  befwe  the  country,  not  to 
find  fault  with  the  Labour  policy,  not  to 
explain  in  any  way  how  it  was  inimical  to 
the  interests  of  our  country,  not  to  submit 
anything  definite  in  its  place,  and  not  to 
give  a  reason  for  their  action,  but  simply  to 
come  together  in  this  particular  manner  to 
put  the  Ministry  out.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber can  talk  round  the  subject  from  week 
end  to  week  end,  but  there  exists  no  other 
reason  than  that.  All  this  business  of  plot 
and  counterplcrt  is  merely  to  put  another 
Ministry  out  of  c^ce. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown. — ^Was  there  no  plot- 
ting when  the  Labour  Party  put  the  Dea- 
kin  Government  out? 

Mr.  ROBERTS.— No. 

Mr.  BowDEN. — Were  any  reasons  given  ? 

Mr.  ROBERT^.— No.  Presumably  the 
reasons  were  so  palpable  that  even  the  men 
then  in  office  did  not  require  them  to  be  ut- 
tered. Certainly  the  Oppcsition  declined 
by  specific  motion  to  allow  us  to  give  our 
reasons,  in  that  they — I  will  not  say  gagged 
us — but  prevented  a  motion  being  submitted 
that  would  have  permitted  discusal<»i.  Now 
we  have  the  curious  feature  of  the  defeat 
of  Deakin,  the  consternation  of  Cbok, 
and  the  failure  of  Forrest.  Appa- 
rently those "  hwiorable  members  had  some 
qualms  of  conscience,  and  were  con- 
sidering their  constituents,  and  had  some 
thought  for  the  principles  they  had  pre- 
viously professed,  for  with  all  their  practi- 
cal knowledge  and  political  experience  they 
were  unable  to  come  to  a  satisfactory  under- 
standing. Apparently  the  whole  thing  was 
at  an  end  until  other  gentlemen  came  on 
the  scene.  Their  constituents  were  not  .con- 
sulted, but  one  or  two  manufacturers  were 
brought  in  to  assist  the  process  of  fusion. 
It  might  almost  be  said  that  they  were 
called  together  over  a  little  Joshua  spirit, 
and  as  they  appear  to  have  been 
under  its  controlling  influence  at  the  par- 
ticular .mwnent,  I  hope  that  in  their  in- 
terests it  will  not  have  the  "Boomerang" 
effect  it  is  very  likely  to  have.  But  not 
even  the  spirit  w  as  sufficient  to  do  the 
dark  deed,  and  so  a  little  music  was 
brought   in.      To  the  sweet   strains  of 


Beale's  music,  and  under  the  mellowing 
influence  of  Joshua's  spirit,  this  process 
of  fusion  was  taking  place.  I  can  under- 
stand very  well  how  the  politicians  would 
be  listening  acutely  for  fear  that  any  one 
should  be  objecting  to  what  they  were 
d<»ng;  and  that,  <xi  hearing  a  voice 
through  the  keyhole  saying,  perhaps, 
"What  about  oiir  country?"  the  right 
honorable  member  for  Swan,  with  that 
customary  indifference  of  his,  would  pass 
it  away,'  with  "  Tut !  tut  I  let's  have 
another  Joshua."  If  the  mellowing  influ- 
ence of  the  Joshua  was  not  sufl^cient,  I  can 
understand  the  leader,  who  had  protected 
the  musical  instrument,  saying,  "  Strike 
up  another  tune,  Octavius  ;  and  I  can 
imagine  what  the  tune  would  be— a 
favourite  old  tune,  and  the  use  of  it  on 
such  an  occasion  an  insult  to  it — in  the 
interests  primarily  of  the  h(MK>rable  mem- 
ber for  Parramatta,  namely^  *'  Crush 
them,  crush  them,  one  and  all."  That  is 
evidently  what  was  played;  and  few  what 
purpose?  For  the  purpose  of  strangling 
in  its  infanq'  the  Labour  Ministry,  which 
they  dare  not  attack  in  any  other  form. 
It  seems  to  me  somewhat  discreditable 
that  politicians  of  their  experience,  not 
having  succeeded,  should  allow  themselves 
to  be  persuaded  from  the  path  of  rectitude 
and  dtuy,  and  from  the  promises  that 
they  gave  to  th«r  constituents,  bv  the 
interested  statements  of  two  or  three 
citizens. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — Employers! 

Mr.  ROBERTS.— Employers,  strange 
to  say,  were  supposed  to  be  formulating 
proposals  for  the  benefit  of  the  work- 
men. 

Mr.  Mc Williams. —After  the  honorable 
member  had  given  the  employers  big 
duties. 

Mr.  ROBERTS.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber will  admit  that,  so  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned, I  had  no  hand  in  that.  The 
thrust,  I  admit,  in  some  directions  is  de- 
served; but  the  honwable.  member  must 
be  reminded  that  those  at  whom  he  thrusts 
were  justified  in  believing  that  the  manu- 
facturers of  Australia  would  prove  hon- 
OTable  men,  and  adhere  to  their  promises, 
and  that  their  efforts  would  be  directed 
to  now  protecting  the  workmen,  as  thev 
had  previously  been  directed  to  protecting 
themselves.  Now  the  parties  have  come 
together — nameless.  I  do  not  know,  I  am 
sure,  what  the  name  of  the  united  parties 
is  to  be ;  and  they  are  without  priBciples, 
unless  we  accept  ct^em^jLnfil^^t^eied 
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dovn  proposals  as  put  iorward  in  the  poses,  this  is  the  primary  and  most  im- 
Melbounie  Argus  of  yesterday.  Those  portant  proposal — the  one  on  which  iusion 
proposals  mean  that  the  Opp<»ition,  who  started,  and  on  whidi  it  has  pr^umably 
previously  were  ncHted  for  their  free-trade  taken  place.  Does  the  honorable  member 
principles,  have  now  accepted  straight-out  for  Franklin  agree  with  the  idea  that  any 
protection  as  the  settled  policy  of  the  subsequent  consideration  of  the  Tariff  shall 
countTj-.  be  on  the  principles  of  protection? 

Mr.'  Palmer. — There  is  a  champi<»i  Mr.  McWilliams. — 1  can  assure  the 
free-trader  in  the  Ministry.  honorable  member  that  I  never  saw  the 

Mr.  ROBERTS. — I  am  not  forgetting  agreement,  except  in  the  newspapers, 
that  fact.  I  was  going  to  ask  how  that  Mr.  ROBERTS. — Then  the  newspapers 
ptedge,  which,  we  are  given  to  understand,  have  misled  us.  Is  the  fusimi  not  corn- 
is  in  writing,  will  suit  the  right  honorable  plete?  Is  there  still  chaos?  I  notice  that 
member  for  East  Sydney  ?  After  a  life  some  honorable  members  of  the  Opposition 
devoted  to  free-trade  propaganda,  is  he  are  absent,  still  negotiating ;  and  I  pre- 
ixnr — I  shall  not  say  in  the  decline  of  his  sume  that  the  right  bcxun^le  member  for 
political  years,  or  otherwise— going  to  give  Swan  is  enforckig  his  view  that  his  party 
his  consent  to  the  policy  of  protection,  and  shall  have  at  least  two  portfolios  out  of 
not  cwily  accept  that  as  the  settled  policy  the  spoils.  Thev  are  charmingly  disinter- 
of  the  country-,  but  agree  that,  in  all  future  ested,  these  gentlemen  !  They  merely  de- 
alterations  of  the  Tariff,  he,  the  honor-  sire  a  truly  representative  Government,  but 
able  member  for  Parramatta  and  other  one  of  the  conditions  is  that  they  shall 
gentlemen  who  grace  the  benches  opposite  have  two  seats  on  the  Treasury  bench, 
will  be  prominent  in  supporting  an  increase  Mr.  McWilliams. — The  honorable  mem- 
in  the  duties  ?  ber  will  remember  that  the  Labour  Party 

Mr.  McWilliams.— No.  were  not  quite  satisfied  about  the  allotment 

Mr.  ROBERTS.— Is  the  honorable  mem-   of  portfolios, 
ber  not  a  party  to  the  fusion?  Mr.  ROBERTS. — Let  us  come  back  to 

Mr.  McWilliams. — I  am  not  a  party  the  pcant.  Does  the  honorable  member 
to  that,  anyway.  accept  fusion  on  the  ground  I  have  stated? 

Mr.  ROBERTS. — Does  the  honorable  Mr.  McWilliams. — This  is  not  a  cate- 
member  assure  me  that  he  is  not  part  and  chism. 

parcel  of  that  policy,  which,  according  to  Mr.  ROBERTS.— No,  but  I  wish  to 
the  Melbourne  Age,  is  the  settled  policy  of  know  whether  the  fusion  is  all  right,  ,One 
the  fused  party — protection.  New  Protec-  of  the  most  important  members  of  the 
tioo,  and  compulsory  training?  Will  the  Oppositiwi  has  definitely  told  us  that  there 
honorable  member,  who  appears  to  object  is  00  such  proposal  in  any  agreement  he  is 
to  my  quoting  from  the  Age,  accept  the  prepared  to  accept.  Which,  local  news- 
Argust  In  the  latter  newspaper  it  is  paper,  the  Age  or  the  A.rgus,  is  under  a 
stated  that  Mr.  Deakin  put  into  writing  his  misapprehension?  Are  they  both,  under  a 
views,  and  it  ai^iears  that,  firstly,  the  Tariff  misapprehensim,  ch*  are  both,  in  cmijunc- 
is  to  remain  intact;  secondly,  that  ancma-  tkm  with  honoraMe  members  opposite,  pre- 
lies  are  to  be  rectified ;  and,  thirdly,  that,  pared  to  say  anything  until  the  Labour 
in  the  event  of  any  emergency  raising  Ministry  is  out?  We  have  a  vivid  recollec- 
Tariff  issues,  they  are  to  be  dealt  with  f  rtmi  tion  of  a  recent  agreement ;  and  I  am  quite 
the  protectionist  stand-pc»nt.  Will  that  sure  that  the  right  honorable  mfr.bier  for 
suit  the  right  bcHiOTable  member  for  East  East  Sydney  is  tkA.  going  to  allow  himself 
Svdney  ?  to  be  trapped  into  a  second  one  of  a  similar 

'  Mr.  Reid.— The  honorable  member  will  character.  I  must  ask  the  right  honor- 
find  no  such  words  in  any  agreement  I  have  able  gentleman's  pardon ;  I  do  not  know 
arrived  at  whether  he  was  trapped  into  that  agre«nent 

Mr.  ROBERTS.— I  am  grateful  to  the  or  not,  and  I  withdraw  the  words.  The 
right  boncM-able  member  for  replying.  I  do  abnegatioi  of  Hie  honorable  member, for 
not  say  that  I  am  pleased  to  hear  the  state-  Ballarat  was  very  carefully  planned and, 
inent,  beyond  being  pleased  at  hearing  x  although  he  apparently  intended  to  be  very 
frank  utterance  from  any  member  of  the  prominent  on  that  occasion  in  putting  some- 
House.  But  this  settlement  has  been  put  bodv  else  in,  he  was.  arcording  to  the  book 
out  to  the  public,  and  up  to  the  present  written  of  the  late  Mr.  D.n  id  Syme,  equally 
time  no  acknowledged  leader  has  taken  the   prominent  at  Ballarat  iii  giving  notice  to 


fit;  had 
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come  to  some  form  of  agreement,  or  com- 
pact. <x  fuuon,  to  put  him  into  power  for 
the  short  term  of  eleven  months.   I  venture 

to  ttunk  that,  under  the  drcumstances,  the 
present  agreement  will  be  <rf  a  more  bind- 
ing character,  and  will  be  more  carefully 
scrutinized  ;  and  that,  whatever  may  be  said 
by  newspapers,  the  right  honorable  gentle- 
man will  not  be  too  hastily  led  to  the 
slaughter. 

Mr.  Reid. — Does  the  honOTable  men^r 
not  think  eleven  months  rathn-  a  l<xig  time 
compared  to  that  some  other  Ministers 
have  had? 

Mr.  ROBERTS.— I  am  not  comparing 
the  periods  of  Ministerial  life. 

Mr.  Reid. — Like  the  present  Go\-ern- 
ment,  I  had  a  good  share  of  recess. 

Mr.  ROBERTS.— Apparently  the  fusion 
business  is  not  quite  settled,  despite  what 
we  are  told  to  t(ie  contrary.  I  do  not  know 
whether  those  who  are  negotiating  are 
under  the  influence  of  Joshua  or  music,  but, 
apparently,  they  are  still  trying  to  fix  up 
these  little  proposals.  If  they  do  fuse,  I 
should  very  much  like  to  know  what  their 
name  will  be  in  the  future.  If  I  may  sug- 
gest a  term,  they  will,  I  think,  be  known 
as  "  Infusoria  " ;  and  if  it  be  not  offensive 
to  honorable  members  ccmnected  with  the 
fusion,  I  should  like  to  read  how  that  word 
is  defined.   We  are  told — 

It  consists  of  a  class  of  minute,  mostly  micro- 
scopic, animals — 

Mr.  Reid. — I  am  out  of  that  at  any 
rate ! 

Mr.  ROBERTS.— I  understand  the 
right  h(»iorable  manber  to  refer  to  the  word 
"microsco[HC."  He  has  to  remember  that 
this  is  a  process  of  fusitm.  Honorable 
members  opposite  are  in  the  melting  pot, 
and  do  not  quite  know  what  ttiey  will  be 
wheu  they  ctxne  out.  The  definition 
reads 

A  class  of  minute,  mostly  microscopic,  animals, 
so  named  from  being  frequently  developed  in 
organic  infusions,  provisionally  regarded  at  the 
highest  class  of  Protozoa.  They  are  provided 
with  a  mouth. 

Mr.  Spence. — ^They  will  swallow  any- 
thing. 

Mr.  ROBERTS.— It  continues— 

Tber  are  destitute  of  pseodopodia,  but  are 
furnisned  with  vibratile  cilin.  Most  are  free 
swimming,  but  some  form  colonies  by  budding, 
and  are  &\ed  to  a  solid  object  in  their  adult  con. 
dition. 

Perhaps  mv  honorable  friend  comes  under 
the  beading  of  a  solid  body,  and  it  may 


be  that  the  others  will  afHx  themseh'es  to 
him.    We  are  told  that — 

The  body  consists  of  an  outer  transparent 
cuttctet  a  layer  of  firm  sarcode  called  the  cortical 
layer,  and  a  central  mass  of  semiliquid  sarcode 
which  acts  as  a  stomach.  A  nucleus,  which  i> 
supposed  to  be  an  ovary,  having  attached  to  its 
outside  a  spherical  particle  called  the  nucleolus, 
and  supposed  to  be  a  spermatic  gland,  is  em- 
bedded in  the  cortical  layer.  Contractions  of 
the  body  are  effected  by  .saroode  fibres.  The 
cilia,  with  which  most  are  furnished,  are  not 
onljr  organs  of  locomotion,  but  form  cnz- 
rents  by  which  food  is  carried  into  the  mouth. 
Reproduction  takes  place  variously.  They  are 
divided  into  three  orders,  Ciliatn — 

I  think  that  that  term  would  apply  to  the 
h(XK>rabIe  gentlemen  in  the  comer  on  the 
right— 

Suctoria,  and  Flagellata,  in  accordance  wiUt  the 
character  of  their  cilia  or  contractile  filaments. 

Honorable  members  opposite  may  fuse, 
and  in  the  process  of  fusing  sparks  may  be 
emitted,  but,  if  I  may  vienture  into  the 
realm  of  prophecy,  the  permanency  of  the 
fusion  will  be  that  of  a  spark.  I  know 
of  no  coalition  of  the  kind  intended  which 
has  not  resulted  disastrously  to  those  (x>n- 
cerned  in  it.  Napoleon  marched  his  army 
to  Moscow,  but  while  he  and  most  of  his 
marshals  got  back,  very  many  of  his  men 
were  left  behind.  Those  who  are  now  fol- 
lowing their  leaders  in  an  attempt  to  tning 
about  a  fusion,  which,  according  to  the 
Agif  is  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  strangle 
the  Labour  Ministry,  may  ultimately  find 
themselves  left  behind.  T!ie  honorable 
member  for  Ballarat  told  us  quite  leowitly 
that  party  politics  are  settled,  not  by  com- 
pacts between  individuals,  but  by  appeals 
to  the  people  of  the  country.  No  state- 
ment could  be  more  pointedly  in  denuncia- 
tion of  the  attitude  which  he  is  now  adopt- 
ing. I  venture  to  remind  the  House  that 
he  may  have  been  speaking  prophetically. 
Whateva:  may  be  the  history  of  the  next 
few  months,  an  appeal  to  the  people  canorit 
be  deferred  beyond  next  February  or  March, 
and,  although  the  leader  of  what  was  the 
Opposition  refuses  to  reply  to  a  question 
asked  in  this  Chamber,  some  of  his  fol- 
lowers may  then  find  it  impossible  to  refuse 
to  rep!}-  to  the  questions  of  the  electors. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  have  told  the  hon- 
orable member  that  his  question  will  be  re- 
nlied  to. 

Mr.  ROBERTS— When  the  time  of 
which  I  am  speaking  cwnes.  we  shall  haw 
the  derisinn  of  parfv  politirs  to  which  the 
honorable  member  for  Haliarat  r^^firred.  I 
hope  that  it  will  bg.|^i<^^j^a<3^g[pi  the 
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TreaOTiA-  bench  a  Ministry  supported  by  an 
absolute  majority-,  whose  members  will  be 
bound  togetiier  by  a  national  policy  which 
thei-         not  fear  to  expound  in  any  00m- 
paoy  or  in  any  place,  and,  united  in  the 
love  of  their  country,  not  merely  fused 
to  turn  out  a  Ministry.      It  seons  to  me 
that  the  tide  may  turn  as  ^wnorable  mem- 
bers opposite  do  not  expect.      I  may  re- 
mind them,  wkhout  egotism,  that,  while 
eighteen  years  ago  then  was  not  Labour 
member  in  any  Parliament  in  Australia, 
there  are  now  in  the  various  Parliaments 
183  Of  184  Labour  members.    During  the 
lif*-  of  the  Labour  Party  its  representation 
in  Parliament  has  increased,  on  the  average, 
by  about  t«n  members  each  >-ear,  and  a 
similar  increase  in  the  representaticm  in  thb 
Pariiament  next  year  will  bring  about  the 
result  foe  which  I  hope — the  establishment 
in  power  of  a  Jlinistry  supported  by  a 
strong  majority,  pledged  to  give  effect  to 
narional  legislation.     I  wish  now  to  refer 
to  some  words  spoken  last  night  by  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Ballarat.  in  putting  for- 
ward the  Liberal  poliq,-  which  is  about  to 
be  accepted  by  the  Conservatives.  He 
spoke  clearly  and  calmly,  but  with  his  cus- 
tomary indefiniteness,  so  that  even  the  Age 
says  this  mwning  that  he  might  easily  have 
been  more  explicit   Perhaps  these  glorious 
generalities  will  be  more  eaaly  (Hsposed  of 
in  the  future  than  precise  statements.  Al- 
though a  few  weeks  ago  the  hoDOrable 
gentleman  soundly  rated  the  Labour  Min- 
istr>-  in  regard  to  its  pr<^ramme  saying 
that  it  was  all  very  well  to  dress  the  shop 
window,  but  goods  must  be  marked  in  plain 
figures,  when,  in  his  turn,  he  makes  a  state- 
ment of  polic\-  to  the  public,  he  is  told  by 
the  newspaper  which  has  always  been  most 
kind  to  him  that  he  might  have  been  more 
explicit,  that  he  should  mark  his  goods  in 
plain  figures,  proving  him  to  be  guilty  of 
that  for  which  he  blames  us.     The  state- 
ment with  which  I  wish  to  deal  is  the  de- 
nunciation of  the  Labour  Party  as  governed 
hy  a  dominating  caucus.   He  said  that  we 
in  this  Parliament  do  not  represent  the 
people,  or  used  similar  words  calculated  to 
injure  our  organization.    I  remember  that 
after  he  had  spoken    in    like    strain  on 
another  occasion,  he  came  here  and  partly 
apolo;iized  for  the  word's  he  had  used. 

Mr.    Mathews. — He    made    a  full 

apology. 

Mr.  ROBERTS.— So  far  as  I  heard  it, 
it  was  a  part  apology  to  the  members  of  the 
Labour  Part^'  then  present,  who  were  pre* 


pared  to  debate  tl^  mattor  with  him.  Not- 
withstanding his  flood-like  eloquence  in 
denunciation  of  the  Labour  caucus,  tbe 
bcHiorable  member  is  at  present  occupied 
in  establishing  a  similar  organization.  He 
has  stated  tiiat  bis  party  requires  not 
merdv  orKanieation,  but  some  firm,  strong 
control,  so  that  if  candidates  are  not  to  be 
selected  aooorcUng  to  tbe  critical  methods 
of  the  Labour  Party,  at  any  rate,  con- 
fusion at  elections,  by  the  nomination  of 
two  candidates  for  the  one  constituency, 
will  be  prevented.  He  desires  an  cuganiza- 
tion  to  control  the  diembers  of  the  party, 
and  to  dictate  to  them  in  a  manner  in 
which  the  Labour  organization  does  not 
dictate  to  its  members.  Every  man  in  the 
Labour  Party  is  free  to  do  what  he  beliews 
to  be  best  in  the  interests  of  the  country. 
Although  I  am  a  Labour  member  no  other 
member  of  this  Chamber  is  more  indepen- 
dent. The  onlv  thing  that  binds  me  or 
any  other  Labour  member — and  the  honor- 
able member  for  Ballarat,  notwithstanding 
that  he  continues  to  repeat  his  misrepresen- 
tations, is  aware  of  the  fact — is  the 
pledge  honorably  given  to  the  electOTS. 
No  man  ought  to  be  bound  by  more  than 
that   and  no  man  by  less. 

Mr.  Palme*. — Is  it  not  true  that  the 
hwKwable  member  signed  a  pledge  to  do  as 
an  outside  organization  demands? 

Mr.  Fi.sHER.— No.  The  statement  is  a 
wilful  and  malicious  lie,  which  has  been 
put  forward  by  liars  from  one  end  of  the 
country  to  the  other. 

Mr,  Batchelor. — It  is  a  lie. 

The  SPEAKER.— -1  ask  the  >nnister  to 
withdraw  that  expression. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — I  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  ROBERTS.— I  have  given  a 
pledge  to  my  electors,  just  as  I  would  ask 
the  honorable  member  to  sign  a  promise  if 
I  were  intrusting  him  with  anv  employ- 
ment. 

Mr.  Bauford. — And  the  honorable 
member  tvould  require  a  witness  to  his  sig- 
nature, too. 

Mr.  ROBERTS.— I  should  have  the 
signature  dutv  witnessed  before  allowing 
him  to  undertake  the  work  which  he  had 
engaged  to  perform.  While  I  regard  it 
as  the  dutv  of  everv  man  to  give  full  effect 
to  his  promises  in  business  and  social  life, 
so  it  is  the  duty  of  every  man  to  give  full 
and  honorable  effect  to  his  political 
pledges.  But  neither  I  nor  any  othf?r 
I,abour  representative  is  bound  to  do  more. 
Each  and  every  party  has.  its  caucus,  and 
meets  secretly  ai^i^lnbypoaifid^D^i^  same 
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manner  as  does  the  Labour  Party.  I  pre- 
sume, too,  that  each  party  abides  by  the 
decision  of  the  majority.  The  caucus  of 
the  Labour  Party  has  absolutely  no  power 
over  any  one  member,  and  this  is  so  well- 
known  to  the  honorable  member  for  Bal- 
larat  as  to  justify,  not  a  raking,  but  a  scath- 
ing reply,  if  one  felt  disposed  to  give  it. 
When  he  speaks  to  the  OHitrary  he  knows 
that  each  and  every  member  of  our 
party  is  free  to  do  as  he  thinks  fit.  If  he 
thinks  it  is  best  to  abide  by  the  resolution 
of  the  majority  he  does  so,  and  if  he  does 
not  he  suffers  no  penalty. 

Mr.  Paluer. — Will  the  honorable  mem- 
ber tell  us  what  the  pledge  really  is? 

Mr.  Fishes. — It  is  in  print. 

Mr.  ROBERTS.— Hera  it  is ;  the  hon- 
able  member  may  read  it  for  himself.  I 
am  afraid  that  by  merely  listening  to  its 
being  read  he  will  scaiwiy  comprehend  it. 
I  wish  to  repeat  that  the  methods  of  the 
Labour  Party  aie  opoi  to  the  world,  and 
that  if — just  as  was  the  case  when  the  hwi- 
orable  member  for  Ballarat,  a  few  days 
ago,  declined  to  give  information  for  tac- 
tical purposes  to  the  press— everything 
that  is  done  is  not  published  at  that  mo- 
ment, the  party  is  bi^  acting  in  conformity 
with  the  method  of  every  other  secti<»i  ox 
the  Parliiiment.  The  caucus  has  abso- 
lutely no  power.  We  simply  unite  in  the 
intoests  of  our  country,  and  do  our  best 
accOTding  to  our  lights  to  give  practical 
effect  to  our  views. 

Mr.  Fairbaibn. — That  will  not  do.  What 
about  the  statement  that  the  caucus  "plays 
the  tune"  and  Mr.  Fisher  has  to  dance 
to  it? 

Mr.  Fisher. — If  stich  a  statonent  was 
made  it  was  not  true. 

Mr.  ROBERTS.— There  are  some 
2,000,000  males  in  Australia,  and  we  are 
told  by  the  honorable  member  that  cme  of 
them  has  said  that  the  caucus  ' '  plays  the 
tune  "  and  we  have  to  dance  to  it. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — ^The  Age  "  plays  the 
tune"  in  the  case  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Fawkner,  and  he  has  to  dance  to 
it. 

Mr.  ROBERTS.— The  honorable  mem- 
iter  for  Fawkner  will  take  my  assurance 
that  the  person  to  whom  he  refers  hah 
made  an  incorrect  statement.  May  I  re- 
mind the  honorable  member  that  Mr.  Beale 
apparently  is  now  "  playing  the  tune,"  and 
that  the  whole  of  the  Opposition,  the  Cor- 
ner Opposition  Party,  and  the  Liberals 
are  dandng  to  it  


Mr.  Fairbaibn. — The  public  know  that 
tune,  and  they  approve  of  it. 

Mr.  ROBERTS.— That  remains  to  be 
seen.  I  do  not  wish  to  detain  honorable 
members  any  longer.  Replying  to  state- 
ments respecting  the  indepeidence  of 
Labour  members  and  their  attempts  to  do 
their  duty,  may  I  say  Ixiefly  that  we  have 
had  submitted  to  us  a  defined,  clear,  and 
definite  policy,  unmistakable  in  its  national 
character;  and  that  throughout  the  laat 
fiv&  months — despite  the  ^ility  and  elo- 
quaice  of  honorable  members  of  the  Op- 
position— ^there  has  not  yet  been  published 
a  definite  objection  to  any  one  line  of  th.it 
policy.  We  have  now  proposals  for  bringing 
leather  various  parties  for  the  aie  and 
only  purpose  of  putting  out  the  Ministry. 
We  shall  have  the  knowledge  that,  if  it 
goes  out,  it  will  go  out  on  principle.  We 
shall  have  the  knowledge  that  if  it  is  made 
to  leave  the  Treasury  bench  for  the  time 
being  it  will  leave  it  with  the  flag  flying* 
and  that  on  the  first  occasion  that  tHere  is 
an  appeal  to  the  country  we  shall  be  able 
to  pbt  to  the  test  which  tune  is  more 
acceptable  to  the  people — ^the  tune  of  a 
clear  and  a  national  policy,  or  the  tune  of 
fusion,  merely  for  the  sake  of  grasping 
the  Ministerial  braiches.  The  process,  evi- 
dently, is  not  quite  over;  the  leaders  are 
at  work  and  the  music  is  still  tingling  in 
their  ears.  In  the  drcumstances  I  may 
perhaps  with  greater  confidence  submit  for 
the  consideration  of  honorable  members,  in 
the  hope  that  it  will  meet  with  acceptance, 
the  motion  that  the  .\ddress-in-Reply  to 
the  opening  speech  of  the  Go\emor-Ge- 
neral  be  appK»ed  by  the  House. 

Mr.  HALL  (Werriwa)  [4.52].— It  is  with 
pleasure  that  I  rise  to  second  the  motion  for 
the  adopticm  of  the  Address- in- Reply  to  a 
Speech  which  I  think  has  in  it  proposals 
more  calculated  to  truly  affect  the  peonle 
of  Australia  than  has  any  that  has  yet  been 
submitted  to  this  Parliament  by  a  represen- 
tative of  His  Majesty.  It  is  with  pleasure 
that  I  note  the  progress  that  the  Ministry 
has  made  regarding  the  Federal  Capital, 
and  in  this  I  thought  I  should  be  joined 
by  honorable  membCTS  opposite.  The  situa- 
tion to-day,  however,  reminds  me  of  that 
described  in  a  novel  that  I  read  some  years 
ago.  Hoiwrable  members  may  recollect  the 
story  told  in  Zangwill's  great  novel,  "The 
Premier  and  the  Painter,"  of  a  very  simple 
individual  who,  becoming  Premier.  5^t  to 
work  to  carry  out  the  promises  that  had 
been  given  on  th^  hustings,^^  As  soon  as  he 
undertook  to  fulfibi|l]^j%fl,y^it9i@fi^tte  agi- 
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tators  wlio  had  been  askinf;  for  their  fulfil- 
ment tried  to  bring  about  his  death. 
That  seems  to  be  the  position  in 
rega  rd  to  the  Federal  CajM  ta  I .  A 
number  of  htMwrable  members  who 
usually  sit  in  Opposition,  but  who,  I 
am  informed,  at  the  present  time  are  en- 
gaged in  their  caucus  deliberations,  have 
been  agitating  for  some  time,  and  have  lived 
largely  upon  the  allied  wrongs  that  have 
been  done  to  the  Mother  State.  They  have 
complained  amtinuously,  and,  I  think,  with 
good  cause,  that  year  after  year  the  settle- 
ment of  the  Federal  Capital  question  has 
been  deferred,  and  that  New  South  Wales, 
instead  of  having  the  Capital,  as  i>r(»nised, 
has  been  steadily  cheated  out  of  it.  To-day 
we  have  in  oSice  a  Prime  Minister  who  has 
set  himself  to  the  task  of  giving  what  they 
sav  should  have  been  given  years  ago,  and, 
like  the  agitators  in  the  novel,  these  honor- 
able members  are  afraid  that  their  stock- 
in-trade  will  disappear  if  the  promise  is 
fulfilled.  That  being  so,  the>-  are  seeking 
as  quickly  as  possible  to  despatch  the  Prime 
Minister  who  [iFomised,  and  has  so  far  ful- 
filled the  promise,  to  gire  New  South  Wales 
the  Capital. 

Mr.  Kellt. — Does  not  the  Speech  set 
forth  that  negotiarions  regarding  the  Fede- 
ral Ca[Htal  are  owning  to  a  successful  issue  ? 
If  that  be  so.  why  should  we  complain?  It 
is  the  htmorable  member  who  appears  to  be 
annoyed. 

Mr.  HALL. — I  am  not.  On  the  con- 
trar\-,  I  am  glad  that  the  positiOT  has  been 
changed,  and  that  the  Capital  Site  question 
will  soon  be  settled.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  honorable  member  and  his  party  are 
dissatisfied.  They  are  anxious  to  destroy 
the  Prime  Minister  who  has  done  S(xnething 
to  settle  it,  and  to  substitute  for  him  one 
who  has  done  so  much  to  put  off  its  deter- 
mination. 

Mr.  Kellv. — Is  not  the  honorable  mem- 
br-r  aware  that  the  horwrary  Minister — the 
honorable  mwnber  for  Hindmarsh — said 
that  the  Go^■emment  was  in  no  way  respon- 
sible for  the  choice  of  Canberra  ? 

Mr.  HALL. — That  statement  does  not  in 
the  least  affect  the  position.  The  h(»iorable 
member  and  his  fellow  representatives  of 
New  South  Wales  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  House  know  that  once  the  Federal  Capi- 
tal questicMi  iL  settled  five-axths  of  their 
stock-in-trade  will  go.  It  is  for  that  reason 
that  thev  do  not  wish  it  to  be  settled.  They 
are  anxious  that  the  honorable  member  for 
Ballarat  should  once  more  be  installed  as 
Prime  Minister,  and  that  there  should  be 


further  delay.  We  have  heard  a  good  deal 
regarding  responsible  government  in  this 
country,  and  have  been  told  how  iiecessarv 
it  is  that  it  should  be  re-established.  I  ven 
ture  to  say  that  we  have  witnessed  during 
the  last  three  months  an  exhibition  of  re- 
sponsible govenunent  the  like  of  which  has 
not  occurred  in  Australia  befwe,  and  would 
not  have  bpen  seen  if  the  present  Prime 
Minister  had  not  been  in  office.  We  have 
heard  also  a  great  deal  regarding  the  pres«i- 
tation  of  a  Dreadnought  to  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  Frazer.— The  Opposition  are  silent 
about  that  matter  now. 

Mr.  HALL. —They  are,  indeed;  but 
when  the  proposal  was  hot — when  the  hys- 
teria was  at  its  height — everv  member  of 
other  parties  was  demanding  that  the  Prime 
Minister  should  at  once  cable  to  the  British 
Goxernment  the  offer  of  a  Dreadnought. 
For  the  first  time  to  my  knowledge  in  the 
history  of  Australia  a  press-organized  pro- 
posal of  this  kind  has  been  defeated.  In 
the  past,  if  the  Age,  the  Argus,  the  Daily 
Teleg^raph,  and  the  Sydney.  Mortdnf^ 
Herald  decided  that  something  should  be 
done  it  was  straightway  done.  Fortunately 
we  have  now  in  office  an  honorable  member 
who  has  at  least  allowed  Parliament  an  op- 
portunity to  settle  the  question.  I  trust  that, 
whether  the  life  of  the  FIsh«-  Government 
be  long  or  short,  the  precedent  which  it  has 
established  will  be  followed  by  those  who 
succeed  it — ^that  others  will  follow  the  prin- 
ciple adopted  by  the  present  Ministry  of 
allowing  Parliament  to  do  its  own  business, 
and  refusing  to  permit  that  business  to  be 
done  by  a  few  newspaper  editors.  We  can- 
not say  now  whether  or  not  there  is  to  be 
submitted  to  the  House  a  motitMi  regarding 
the  presentation  of  a  Dreadnought  to  the 
British  Government.  The  one  questimi 
concerning  which  honorable  members  who 
were  negotiating  for  fusion  are  ap- 
parentlv  unable  to  agree,  now  that 
they  have  had  a  conference,  is  whether 
they  will  do  that  which  they  all 
said  ought  to  be  done.  They  are  prepared 
to  do  many  things  which  they  all  declared 
ought  not  to  be  done,  but,  although  they 
agreed  that  a  Dreadmuxht  should  be  pre- 
sented to  the  British  Government,  they  are 
now  singularly  silent  on  the  subject.  The 
ex-Prime  Minister,  in  the  great  oration  that 
he  delivered  Last  night,  was  strangely  silent 
in  regard  to  it.  Representatives  of  other 
States  have  not  the  experience  that  we  have 
had  in  New  South  Wales.  There  we  have 
had  in  existence  ^i^iy^jig^^gt^d. 
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Mr.  McDonald. — In  Queensland 

has  been  subscribed  by  twenty  persons. 

Mr.  HALL.— In  New  South  Wales  we 
have  had  a  unique  experience.  There  we  have 
liad  a  fund  created  for  this  purpose,  and  a 
press  agitation  has  been  earnestly  engaged 
in  pumping  life  into  it.  PuWic  servants — 
not  Federal  but  State — have  been  sfaune- 
fully  dragooned  into  oxitributipg,  having 
been  practically  forced  c»i  pain,  not  exactly 
of  dismissal^  oot  of  injuring  their  prospects 
with  their  -superior  <^oers,  to  give  money  to 
the  fund.  A  number  jof  meetings  have  been 
addressed  by  the  right  honorable  member 
for  East  Sydney  and  by  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition,  and  the  honorable  member  for 
Werrtworth  has  given  ;£ioo,  while  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Parkes  gave  a  lot  of  good 
advice,  which  I  understand  was  absolutely 
gratuitous — in  fact,  it  was  without  money 
and  without  price.  The  movement  started 
off  with  a  number  of  gentlen^  saying  that 
the\'  would  g^ve  j£io,ooo  and  ^£20,000 
each,  but  not  one  ;£io,ooo  has  turned  up — 
apparently  there  is  a  difference  between 
promises  and  gifts. 

Mr.  Henry  Wilus. — The  honorable 
member  is  not  justified  in  saying  that. 

Mr.  HALL. — I  am  absolutely  justified. 
Despite  all  this  effort,  they  have  not  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  sufficient  to  represent  3d. 
in  the  £1  on  the  cost  of  a  Dreadnought. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis. — I  challenge  the 
honorable  member  to  prove  his  statement. 

Mr.  HALL. — It  is  not  hard  to  prove. 
Let  ^e  honorable  member  inquire  at  the 
bank  how  much  there  is  in  the  Dreadnought 
fund  and  be  will  find  that  what  I  have 
stated  is  correct.  The  men  who  made  pro- 
raises  apparently  have  no  intention  of  giv- 
ing the  vaoaey. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis. — In  the  small  town 
of  Scon^  they  have  a  thousand  pounds  in 
the  bank. 

Mr.  HALL.— I  have  no  doubt  that  the 
men  who  promise  these  small  amounts  get 
into  the  habit  of  giving  them.  I  bring  the 
matter  up  now  in  order  to  say  that  those 
who  have  charge  of  the  fund  ought  to  be 
honest  enou|^  to  annouooe  that  the  thing 
has  utterly  failed,  so  as  to  pre\-ent  poor 
l>eople,  who  believe  that  they  are  serving 
the  Empire  by  giving,  frcxn  throwing  away 
their  money  ot  the  fund.  It  is  time  that 
the  promoters  of  the  fund  honestly  admit- 
ted that  it  has  been  a  failure.  The  shil- 
lings cannot  be  returned,  and  the  ^^10,000 
contributions  will  not  be  made. 


Mr,  Hehry  Wxxxzs. — It  has  been  a  gr^ 
success,  and  I  suppose  the  honorable  mem- 
«ber  dislilKs  it  for  that  reason. 

Mr.  HALL. — If  after  all  the  eloquence 
that  has  been  expended  on  it  the  subscrip- 
tion of  3d.  in  the  jQi  towards  the  cofet  of  a 
Dreadnought  is  a  great  success,  I  make  the 
hcmorable  member  a  present  of  it. 

Mr.  Henry  Wilus. — I  challenge  the 
honorable  member  to  prove  that  Mr.  Daogar 
has  not  put  up  his  j£io,ooo. 
■  Mr.  HALL — I  should  like  to  ha\e  llw 
promise  that  if  that  ;^io,ooo  is  still  at  Mr. 
Dangar's  credit  it  will  be  placed  to  mine. 

Mr.  Henry  Wilus. — Mr.  Dangar  is  one 
of  my  ccHistituents,  and  I  know  him  to  be 
an  hcmorable  man. 

Mr.  HALL. — I  do  i»t  suggest  that  it  is 
the  honorable  member's  infiuence  that  is 
preventing  him  from  giving  the  ;£io,ooo. 
But  as  be  has  had  his  phot(^raph  in  the 
paper  and  has  obtained  the  advertisement 
it  is  time  that  he  gave  the  money  ot  an- 
nounced that  he  no  IcMiger  intends  to  fpve 
it.  But  the  movement  has  failed,  and  pro- 
perly failed,  and  those  who  are  respoouble 
for  it  ought  to  have  the  decency  to  admit 
it  and  close  the  business  up. 

Mr.  Page.— The  thing  is  dead.  Why 
speak  disrespectfully  of  the  dead? 

Mr.  HALL. — I  come  not  to  praise  it  but 
to  burv  it.  If  there  is  one  thing  I  have 
rejoiced  over  during-  the  life  of  this  Par- 
liament it  is  the  refusal'  of  the  Fisher 
Ministry  to  be  led  into  the  gift  of  a  Dread- 
Ttoughi.  No  more  unnecessary  proposal 
has  yet  been  made.  Had  it  come  from 
respcmsiUe  oflfcers  in  Britain  there  might 
have  been  some  necessity  for  it,  but  com- 
ing as  it  did  as  the  inspration  of  a  few 
irresponsible  newspaper  owiwrs  who  desired 
to  usurp  the  functions  of  Parliament  and 
to  drive  the  Ministry  into  the  business,  I  am 
very  pleased  that  it  has  failed. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis. — It  has  not  failed. 

Mr.  HALL. — ^Then  uptm  that  the  honor- 
able  member  and  I  will  differ. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown. — The  facmoraUe 
member  will  have  an  opportunity  of  votii^ 
on  the  question. 

Mr.  HALL. — ^Will  the  honorable  member 
see  that  his  new  party  gives  us  an  oppor- 
tunity of  voting  on  it  J" 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown. — T  shall  be  very 
disappointed  if  the  honorable  member  has 
trot  the  opportunity. 

Mr.  HALL. — If  the  honorable  member 
remains  with  the  party  that  he  is  now  con- 
nected with,  he  will  be  verv>  disapnointed 
many  times  before  fi«sifiseiMRietP^)i^l$  ask 
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faoDOnble  members  to  cotmdex  for  a  mo- 
ment the  actual  position.  I  confess  that  I 
feel  some  difficulty  in  speaking  of  the  mat- 
ter, because,  as  the  honorable  member  for 
Maranoa  sug^sts,  it  is  like  speaking  of 
the  dead.  We  were  assured  a  little  while 
that  a  new  situation  bad  arisen  by  which 
supremacy  of  the  Empire  was  threat- 
ened. According  to  press  represratations 
it  was  made  to  appear  that  there  was  p 
possibility  of  an  attack  by  Germany,  and 
that  Germany  had  taken  certain  steps  that 
made  her  growing  fleet  a  menace  to  Britain's 
supremacy  of  the  sea.*  The  fact  is  that,  so 
far  from  the  building  of  Dreadnoughts 
taking  piace,  practically  nothing  of  the  kind 
had  occurred,  and  that  there  was  no  fleet 
in  existence,  nor  even  a  proposal  made  by 
vhidi  a  Aeet  could  be  tnought  into  exist - 
«nce,  in  Germany  that  was  iikely  to 
endanger  the  supremacy  of  that  of  Eng- 
land. It  is  true  that  the  Germans 
built  more  slips,  and  prepared  mixe 
docks  for  the  building  of  ships^  but 
it  is  not  true  Aat  they  built  more  ships, 
and  because  of  that  we  are  asked  to  ccme 
fcMTwud  with  Idas  gift  of  a  Dreadnought. 
When  I  look  at  the  positicn  of  Britain 
to-day,  at  her  wealth,  and  what  she  has 
dcme  in  the  last  five  or  six  years,  I  cannot 
"but  be  satisfied  that  we  are  part  of  an 
Empire  possessed  of  vast  resources,  and 
able  to  take  care  of  its"  heart  without  any 
assistance  from  us.  I  would  ask  honcn-able 
members  to  note  that  since  the  close  of 
■the  Boer  war  the  British  Government  have 
not  ooly  reduced  the  incraie  tax — — 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^They  have  reduced 
an  income  tax  which  was  put  on  specially 
for  the  war. 

Mr.  HALL. — merely  ask  honorable 
members  to  remember  that  those  are  re- 
sources which  are  available  if  necessary. 
Since  the  close  of  that  war,  the  British 
'Government,  while  building  Dreadnoughts 
■out  of  revenue,  have  also  reduced  the 
naricxial  debt  by  ^60,000,000,  while  the 
Oerman  Government  in  extending  their 
naval  policy  have  gone  deeper  into  debt. 
In  other  words,  if  Britain  had  bew 
content  to  allow  her  indebtedness  to 
remvn  as  it  was  at  the  dose  of  the  Boer 
war,  she  could  in  tiie  last  five  years  have 
built  over  thirty  Dreadnoughts,  and  paid 
spot  cash  foe  every  one  of  them.  We  are 
asked  at  this  stage  to  borrow  a  couple  of 
millions  from  Great  Britain,  and  then  give 
it  back,  in  order  to  prop  that  great  Empire 
up.  I  need  not  detain  honorable  members 
further  on  this  subject.    We  may  have  an 


opportunity  of  debating  it  again  on  scxne 
definite  proposal,  and  I  only  hope  that  we 
do.  To  turn  from  the  hysteria  connected 
with  the  Dreadnought  proposal  to  the  well 
thought  out  policy  of  tlie  Fisher  Ministry 
on  naval  defence  is  like  turning  from  chaos 
to  (Kder.  The  proposals  put  fwward  by 
the  Ministry  have  not  been  thought  out 
merely  by  one  or  two  newspaper  editors, 
but  have  been  the  subject  of  ccaitinuous  dis- 
cussion by  the  Ministry  and  the  public. 
I  venture  to  say  that  if  there  is  one  subject 
upon  which  the  Ministry  stand  to  be  con- 
gratulated, one  fact  which  will  differentiate 
them  from  their  predecessors,  and  probably 
from  those  who  will  come  after  them,  it 
is  that  during  their  short  term  of  ofiice  they 
have  done  something  to  establish  a  navy  for 
Australia,  and  not  merely  talked  about  it. 
Whether  they  go  out  this  week,  next  week, 
or  next  year,  it  will  stand 'to  their  cred-t 
that  they  did  not  merely  talk,  but  put  their 
beliefs  into  reality,  and  that  their  pro- 
posals are  indorsed  by  the  leading  naval 
authorities  of  the  world.  .1  rejoice  that  the 
present  Ministry  have  not  mly  prepared  to 
meet  foes  abroad,  but  axe  making  ample 
preparation  to  meet  the  foes  in  our  own 
country.  I  allude  to  the  land  monopolists. 
The  propc»aIs  of  the  Government  may  be 
stolen  by  other  parries.  We  have  alreadv 
seen  labour  proposirions  embodied  in  the 
programmes  of  rival  parries,  but  we  shall 
not  see  the  proposition  for  a  graduated 
land  tax  embodied  in  the  proposals  of  hon- 
orable members  opposite.  This  fact,  at 
least,  will  diiFerentiate  us  frwn  those  who 
oppose  us — that  we  will,  if  left  in  <^ce, 
strike  a  blow  at  the  land  monopolists  of 
this  country.  I  need  not  weary  the  House 
with  arguments  to  prove  that  land  monopolv 
is  bad  Almost  every  man  in  the  country 
admits  it  now.  The  right  honorable  mem- 
ber for  East  Sydney  in  recent  speeches  has 
gone  so  far  as  to  admit  that  land  monopoly 
is  very  bad.  A  number  of  other  honorable 
members  on  the  same  side  say  the  same 
thing;  but  the  land  monopolists  may  well 
smile  when  they  only  hear  declarations  that 
land  monopoly  is  a  bad  thing,  and  see  no 
proposals  brought  forward  to  end  it.  The 
•present  Ministry  stake  their  existence,  I 
understand,  upon  the  carrying  into  effect 
of  a  graduated  land  tax,  and  surelv  it  is 
rime  that  something  was  done  in  this 
direction.  When  one  remembers  that  729 
people  in  New  South  Wales  own  over  22 
million  acres  of  land,  and  that  of  23 
milIi<Hi  acres  of  wheats  land  in  New 
South   Wales  cp|i^2e3bp^^gfes  are 
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under  cultivation  to-day,  we  realize  that 
it  is  necessary  to  do  sometliing  to  throw 
open  the  land  to  landless  people. 
However  much  tjonorablc  members  opposite 
may  copy  the  Labour  Party's  methods  and 
programme,  I  venture  to  say  they  will  not 
copy  us  in  this  particular.  I  do  not  wish 
to  detain  the  House,  because  I  feel  that 
already  sufficient  attention  has  been  devoted 
to  the  moving  and  seconding  of  the  Ad- 
dress-in-Reply.  But  I  should  like  to 
refer  briefly  to  the  speech  delivered  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Ballarat  last  night. 
In  that  speech  the  hon»abIe  member  is 
reported  as  saying; — 

I  say  that  when  some  of  ^our  representatives 
go  ioto  a  room,  and  a  divisioD  is  taken,  say, 
amongst  21  members  of  Parliament,  supposing 
II  vote  on  one  side  and  10  on  the  other — all 
voting  according  to  their  judgment  and  conscience 
— the  10  come  out  no  longer  as  representatives 
of  the  people.  They  come  out  as  delegates  of 
delegates.  Tbcv  come  out  as  the  representatives 
of  eleven  other 'representatives.  (Cheers.)  Where 
is  your  freedom  ? .  Where  is  your  independence  ? 
Where  is  your  liberty  ? 

I  cannot  believe  that  the  honorable  member 
for  Ballarat  did  not  deliberately  state — 
well,  I  

Mr.  Fisher. — An  inaocurac}'. 

Mr.  HALL.— I  think  that  '*  inaccuracy" 
is  the  right  word.  The  rules  of  Parlia- 
ment, I  understand,  forbid  my  suggesting 
a  very  much  smaller  word  which  much  better 
describes  what  it  was  the  honorable  mem- 
ber told. 

Mr.  Henry  Wilus. — Does  the  honw- 
able  member  say  that  the  statement  is  not 
accurate  ? 

Mr.  HALL. — I  say  that  "  inaccuracy  " 
is  a  very  mild  word  to  use. 

Mr.  Henry  Wilus. — Does  it  express 
the  meaning  ?     Let  us  know  what  the  h<Mi- 

orable  member  means. 

Mr.  HALL.— I  shall  tell  the  honorable 
member  outside  what  I  mean,  if  he  wishes 
me  to  repeat  the  statement.  The  ex-Prime 
Minister  knows  as  well  as  any  man  in  the 
country  that  Labour  men  are  not  pledged 
to  sink  their  .individuality  in  any  way 
whatever  in  caucus. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis. — We  have  heard 
that  befwe— prove  it.  * 

Mr.  HALL.— I  shall  read  the  pledge  of 
the  Labour  Party,  which  shows  what  we 
undertake  to  do  when  we  sign  it.  The 
pledge  is  as  follows  : — 

I  hereby  pledge  myself  not  to  oppose  the  can- 
didates selected  by  the  recognised  Political 
Labour  organizations,  and,  if  elected,  to  do  my 
utmost  to  carry  out  the  principles  embodied  in 


the  Australian  Labour  Party's  platform,  and,  «d 
all  questions  aHecting  the  platform,  to  vote  as 
a  majority  of  the  Parliamentary  party  may  de- 
cide at  a  duly  constituted  caucus  meeting. 

Mr.  Kelly. — Do  not  almost  all  public 
questions  affect  the  platform  ? 

Mr.  HALL.— No.    I  have  the  platform 
in  my  hand. 

Mr.  Kelly.— What  of  the  Dreadnought^ 

Mr.  HALL. — The  question  of  a  Dread- 
nought  does  not  affect  the  platform. 

ft  I  r.    Kelly.  — But  the   Labour  Party 
would  vote  solid  on  i}a&  Dreadnought 
tion. 

Mr.  HALL.- — I  dare  say  we  should.  The 
proposal  is  so  obviously  absurd  that  ve 
should  all  vote  against  it,  thougfc  it  would 
be  quite  open  to  any  of  us  to  vote  in  its 
favour  if  we  had  the  chance.  Seeing  that 
the  honorable  member  has  put  ^£100  "into 
the  business,"  he  ought  to  give  us  a  chance 
to  vote  on  the  question.  What  we  pledge 
ourselves  to  do  is  to  vote  solidly  on  those 
questions  which  we  have  put  to  the  electors. 
For  instance,  we  were  elected  to  support  a 
graduated  land  tax  on  unimproved  values. 
We  went  to  the  country  and  advoca- 
ted that  tax,  and  are  bound  to  sui^rt 
it;  and,  therefore,  we  do  not  ask  for 
liberty  to  vote  against  it.  We  sav  that 
to  vote  against  what  we  were  sent  to  advo- 
cate is  not  "  liberty,"  *'  independence,"  or 
"  freedom,"  but  dishonesty.  We  are  not 
people  who  at  Mie  stage  describe  New  Pro- 
tection as  a  bad  thing,  and  then  exercise 
"liberty,"  "freedom,"  and  "indepen- 
dence" to  support  it.  We  do  not  oxne 
here  saying  that  free-trade  is  good,  and 
then  sign  a  pledge  to  support  high  protec- 
tion. 

Mr.  Kellv.— The  honorable  member  is 
stating  what  he  has  himself  described  as  an 
"  inaccuracy." 

Mr.  HALL. — We  do  not  know  that  it  is 
an  inaccuracy,  because  we  find  it  so  stated 
in  the  honorable  manber's  own  newspaper, 
the  Melbourne  Age. 

Mr.  Reid. — Ought  the  Labour  Party  to 
be  judged  by  what  the  newspapers  say  of 
them?  If  so,  the  members  of  the  Labour 
Party  ought  all  to  be  hanged. 

Mr.  HALL. — It  is  easy  for  honorable 
members  opposite  now  to  laugh  at  the  A.ge, 
but  the  honorable  member  for  Wentworth 
will  very  soon  learn  that  the  creator  can 
demand  from  the  creature  a-^pood  deal  of 
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Mr.  Kelly. — Labour  members  respect 
their  Leagues. 

Mr.  HALL. — Not  as  the  honorable 
member  respects  the  

Mr.  Henbv  Willis. — Are  Labour  mem- 
bers not  the  creatures  of  the  Leagues? 

Mr.  HALL. — No;  the  hon(»abIe  mem- 
ber knows  that  we  are  returned  by  the  votes 
of  the  people  on  a  policy  we  put  to  the 
pet^le — tt»e  Leagues  have  no  control  what- 
ever over  that. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis.— Labour  members 
told  the  people  they  had  sunk  the  fiscal  issue, 
and  yet  they  placed  heavy  burdens  <m  the 
wOTking  classes,  and  supported  a  Protec- 
tionist Government. . 

Mr.  HALL, — I  not  only  did  that,  but 
on  a  hundred  platforms  I  told  the  people 
that  if  they  returned  me  I  should  vote  for 
protection;  and  when  I  came  here  I  did 
so.  On  the  other  hand,  the  honorable 
member  for  Robertson  told  the  people  he 
would  stand  for  free-trade,  and  

Mr.  Henry  Wilus. — And  I  did  so. 

Mr.  HALL, — ^And  now  the  hon(x-able 
member  is  about  to  put  the  honoiable  mem- 
ber for  Ballaiat  into  office  again.  The 
honorable  member  for  Ballarat,  in  his 
speech  last  night,  also  said — 

Once  you  take  away  the  individual  right  and 
responsibility  of  the  citizen  to  use  the  judgment 
God  has  given  him,  and  for  which  he  alone  is 
responiible,  free  from  dictation  from  the  outside, 
you  take  a  step  wbidi  means  the  destruction  of 
political  liberty' and  political  riglfteousness. 

For  seven  or  eight  years  the  Labour  Party 
supported  the  honorable  member  for  Balla- 
rat, and  I  suppose  that  all  that  time  we 
were  taking  steps  to  do  away  with 
"  political  liberty "  and  "  political 
righteousness."  It  seems,  on  the  iion- 
orable  member's  own  showing,  that  so 
long  as  he  is  at  the  front  we  may  drive 
tl»  country  to  perdition ;  but  if  be  ceases 
to  be  Prime  Minister  for  a  little  while, 
the  hunger  for  office  returns,  and  those 
"  wrongs  "  are  to  be  permitted  no  longer, 

Mr,   Hutchison. — He  was  willing  to 
coalesce  with  us. 

Mr.  HALL.— I  believe  it  would  be  let- 
ting out  no  secret  to  say  that  the  honor- 
able member  was  witling  to  coalesce  with 
us  a  little  while  back.  He  went  on  to 
say  last  night — 

It  is  not  that  that  step  alone  will  accomplish 
it;  but  once  you  have  taken  that  step  and  for- 
feited your  judgment,  anything  else  may  fol- 
low. 


I  confess  that  when  I  first  entered  this 
House,  while  not  feeling  at  all  certain, 
I  had  hopes  that  there  were  principles 
which  differentiated  the  ex-Prime  Minister 
from  honorable  members  who  sit  oppo- 
site; I  thought  I  should  find  a  sensible 
difference  between  the  alleged  Liberalism 
or  this  side  on  the  part  of  the  gentlemen 
who  followed  the  honorable  member  for 
Ballarat  and  the  Conservatism  opposite. 
But  my  eyes  have  been  t^oied.  So  far 
as  the  fusi<xi  is  ccmcemed,  I  wish  success 
to  those  who  desire  to  bring  it  about. 

Mr.  Reid, — That  is  an  "  inaccuracy." 
Does  the  honorable  member  really  wish 
the  fusion  success,  because,  if  so,  be  oueht 
to  join? 

Mr.  HALL. — I  do  wish  the  fusion  suc- 
cess, because  I  like  to  see  our  enemies 
walking  into  a  trap.  When  we  have  onlv 
one  opponent  left,  it  will  be  easy  to  sever 
the  head, 

Mr.  Reid.— That  is  what  the  honorable 
membn*  calls  success  I 

Mr,  HALL.— Yes.  In  the  efforts  at 
fusion  I  wish  the  right  honorable  member 
and  his  friends  every  success.  I  ask  no- 
thing better  than  that  those  who  mav  be 
opposing  me  shall  be  supporting  the  right 
honorable  member  for  East  Sydney,  the 
honorable  member  for  Flinders,  the  right 
honorable  member  for  Swan,  and  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Parkes,  to  say  nothing 
of  the  present  leader  of  the  Opposition! 
Let  us  separate  the  sheep  from  the  goats. 

Mr.  Reid.— That  is  just  what  we  are 
doing. 

Mr.  HALL,— We  see  to-night  that  the 
goats  are  on  the  left  hand  and  the  sheep 
on  the  right.  We  shall  at  least  have  what 
gentlemen  opposite  desire,  namely,  the 
two-party  system  of  government.  Of  that 
we  on  this  side  do  not  complain,  nor  do 
I  thmt  we  shall  have  any  reason  to  com- 
plain when  the  people  have  been  appealed 
to  as  to  the  result  of  our  action  here. 

Debate   (on   motion   by    Mr.  Joseph 
Cook),  adjourned. 

DAYS  AND  HOURS  OF  SITTING. 
Motion  (by  Mr.  Wisher)  agreed  to— 

That,  until  otherwise  ordered,  this  House 
shall  meet  for  the  despatch  of  business  at  Three 
o  clock  on  each  Tuesday  afternoon,  and  at  half- 
past  Two  o'clock  on  each  Wednesday  and  Thurs- 
day afternoon,  and  at  half-pa«t  Ten  o'clock  on 
each  r  nday  morning. 

House  adtonmediAtlbdJnt^f^ 
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The  President  took  the  chair  at  2.30 
p.m.,  and  read  prayers. 

TORPEDO  BOAT  DESTROYER. 

Senator  E.  T.  RUSSELL-— I  desire  to 
ask  the  Minister  of  Defence,  without 
notice,  the  following  questions : — 

1.  Has  the  Defence  Depaitment  accepted  any 
Australia  tender  for  the  construction  of  the 
third  torpedo-boat  destroyer? 

2.  Has  the  offer  of  the  New  South  Wales  Go- 
vernment to  construct  the  same  been  accepted? 

3.  Have  equal  opportunities  been  afforded  all 
the  Australian  States  to  participate  in  this  work? 

4.  Has  any  offer  been  made  by  the  Victorian 
Government  to  construct  same? 

Senator  PEARCE.— In  reply  to  the  first 
question  I  ha\e  to  state  that  so  far  *e  have 
not  accepted  the  offer  of  any  Australian 
Government  regarding  the  completion  of 
the  third  destro\  er.  The  second  question  is 
answered  b.\-  the  reply  to  the  first  questim ; 
we  have  not  accepted  the  offer  of  the  New 
South  Wales  Government,  and  it  is  still 
under  consideration.  In  regard  to  the  third 
question.  I  have  to  say  that  the  proposition 
that  the  Government  of  New  South  Wales 
would  submit  an  offer  was  made  in  the  first 
place  bv  its  head.  After  that  proposition 
had  Itee'n  made  publicly  in  the  presence  of 
the  Attorney- General,  my  honorable  ooi- 
league  promised  that  he  would  bring  it 
under  the  notice  of  the  Commonwealth  Go- 
vernment, which  was  done.  We  intimated 
our  willingness  to  consider  any  offer  which 
tlie  Government  of  New  South  Wales,  or 
anv  otlier  State  Go\ernment,  had  to  make 
on  the  subject.  Following  upon  that,  New 
South  Wales,  through  its  Government,  did 
make  an  offer.  Shortlv  after  the  first  state- 
ment was  made  I  stated  publicly  that  we 
would  be  pleased  to  receive  an  offer  not 
onlv  from  New  South  Wales,  but  from  any 
other  State.  As  to  whether  the  Victorian 
Government  has  made  any  offer,  T  under- 
stand that  a  statement  to  that  effect  has 
appeared  in  the  press,  but  so  far  no  offer 
from  anv  State  other  than  New  South  Wales 
ha?  reached  the  Defence  Department. 

TELEPHONE  EXCHANGE : 
ADELAIDE. 
Senator  STORY  asked  the  Vice-President 
of  the  Executive  Council,  upon  notice — 

Was  the  attached  statement  made  by  the  Min* 
istcr  for  Home  Affairs — 

"The  Minister  for  Home  Affairs  declares 
that  there  is  no  foundation  for  the  com- 


plaint regarding  the  lighting  or  ventila- 
tion of  the  new  telephone  exchange  iifc 
Adelaide.  '  Certainly,'  said  Mr.  Mabon, 
'  The  exterior  of  the  building  is  not  ao- 
architectural  triumph,  but  the  place  is- 
solidly  built.  I  inspected  it  only  last 
Thursday,  and  I  say  that  there  is  ample 
.  light,  ample  space,  and  ample  ventila- 
tion '."  "  If  Adelaide  has  no  greater 
grievance  than  this,"  coDcInded  the  Min- 
ister, **  it  must  be  regarded  as  a  very 
fortunate  city."? 

Senator  McGREGOR.— The  quotation  is- 
sutfitantially  accurate. 

COMMERCIAL  TRAVELLERS. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD  asked  the  Vice- 
President  of  the  Executive  Council,  upott 
notice —  ^ 

Have  representations  been  made  to  the  Govern- 
ment  respecting  the  special  and  alleged  uncon- 
stitutional charge  made,  in  Western  Australia, 
upon  commercial  travellers  from  other  States? 

Senator  :McGREGOR.  —  Nothing  is^ 
known  of  the  matter  referred  to,  but  full 
inquiries  will  be  made. 

DAYS  AND  HOURS  OE  MEETING. 

Motion  (by  Senator  McGregor)  agreed 
to— 

That  the  days  of  meeting  of  the  Senate  during 
the  present  session,  unless  otherwise  ordered,  be- 
Wednesday,  Thursday,  and  Friday  of  each  week; 
and  that  the  hours  of  meeting,  unless  otherwise 
ordered,  be  half-past  2  o'clock  in  tbe  afternoon 
of  Wednesday  and  Thursday,  and  half-past  to- 
o'clock  in  the  forenoon  of  Friday. 

SUSPENSION  OF  SITTINGS. 

Motion  (bv  Senator  McGregor)  agreed 
to— 

That  during  the  present  session,  unless  other- 
wise ordered,  the  sittings  of  the  Senate  or  of  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  Senate  on  sitting  days- 
other  than  Fridays  be  suspended  from  6.30  p.m. 
to  7.45  p.m.,  and  on  Fridays  from  i  p.m.  to 
a.15  p-m. 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 

Motion  (by  Swattv  McGregor)  agreed 

to — 

That  on  Wednesday,  Thursday,  and  Frida;^ 
during  the  present  session,  unless  otherwise 
ordered,  Government  business  take  precedence  of 
all  other  business  on  the  notice-paper,  except 
questions  and  formal  motions,  and  ezccfit  Umt 
private  business  take  precedence  of  Government 
business  on  Thursday,  after  7.45  p.m. ;  and  that, 
unless  otherwise  ordered,  private  orders  of  the 
day  take  precedence  of  private  notices  of  mo- 
tion on  alternate  Thuywdajliv  vjOOQIC 
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Papers. 


SESSIONAL  COMMITTEES. 

Tiie  following  Sessional  Committees  were 
appointed  (od  motion  by  Senator 
McGregor  V— 

StAKOlsG  OKDEKS  COUUItlEK. 
The  PresidcDt,  the  Ctuiiman  of  Committees, 
Senators  Sir  R.  W.  Best,  Clemons,  Guthrie, 
Mc<'.regor,  St.  LetlgCT,  Sir  J.  H.  Symon,  and 
Trcowiih,  with  power  to  act  during  recess,  and 
to  Cfxifer  vith  a  similar  Ccnnmittee  of  the  Hovte 
of  Reprcseotatives. 

LiBUKY  CoKinms. 
The  President,  Senators  Chataway,  Keatine, 
Lynch,  Stewart,  Sir  J.  H.  Srmoo,  and  Walker, 
with  power  to  act  during  recess,  said  to  confer 
or  sit  as  a  Joint  Committee  with  a  similar  Com- 
mitee  of  the  House  of  RepresenhttiTes. 

HocsE  Committee, 

The  President,  Senators  de  Largie,  McCoU, 
McGregor,  Mulcahy,  Colonel  Neild,  and  Turley, 
with  power  to  act  during  recess,  and  to  confer 
or  sit  as  a  Joint  Committee  with  a  similar  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Printing  Coumittee. 
Senators  Croft,  Lt.-Colonel  Cameron,  Fiodley, 
Givens,  Henderson,  Macfarlane,  and  Puis  ford, 
with  power  to  confer  or  sit  as  a  Joint  Committee 
with  a  similar  Committee  of  the  Honse  of  Re- 
presentatives. 

NAVIGATION  BILL. 

Motion  (bv  Senator  McGbegob)  agreed 
to— 

That  the  eonsideiatioii  of  the  Navigation  Bill, 
which  lapsed  by  reason  of  the  ptoiogation,  lie  re- 
sumed at  the  stage  it  had  reached  during  last 
sesaiOD. 

SEAMEN'S  COMPENSATION  BILL. 

Motion  (by  Senator  McGregor)  agreed 
to — 

That  leave  be  given  to  introduce  a  Bill  for 
ao  Act  relating  to  compensation  to  seamen  for 
injuries  suffered  in  the  course  of  their  employ- 
meat. 

MARINE  INSURANCE  BILL. 
M<»ion  (by  Senator  McGregor)  agreed 
to— 

That  leave  be  given  to  introduce  a  Bill  for  an 
Act  relating  to  marine  inauraoce. 

STANDING  ORDERS  COMMITTEE'S 
REPORT. 
Motion  (by  Senator  McGregor)  agreed 
to— 

That  the  Senate  will,  on  next  sitting  day,  re- 
solve itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  for 
the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  Standing 
Orders  Committee  brought  up  on  the  rsth  Octo- 
ber, 1908,  together  with  amendments  and  addi> 
tiotts  recommended       the  said  Committee. 


COMMONWEALTH  CONCILIATION 
AND  ARBITRATION  BILL. 

Motion  (bv  Senator  N'eedham)  agr.eed 
to— 

That  the  consideration  of  the  Commonwealth 
Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  which  lapsed 
by  reason  of  the  prorogation,  be  proceeded  willk 
at  the  stage  it  had  reached  last  session. 

EXPORTS  TO  GERMAN 
POSSESSIONS. 

Motion  (by  Senator  Chataway)  agreed 
to— 

That  a  return  be  tabled  specifying  the  nature, 
amounts,  and  value  of  the  exports  from  Aus- 
tralia to  German  possessions  in  the  South  Sea* 

during  the  last  three  years. 

TEMPORARY  CHAIR>UN  OF  ■ 
COMMITTEES. 

The  PRESIDENT.— Pursuant  to  stand- 
ing ordw  31,  I  lay  on  the  table  inv  warrant 
nominating  Senatws  McColI,  '  Cdtxwl 
Neild,  and  Turley,  a  panel  to  act  as  tem- 
porary Chairman  of  Canmittees  when  re- 
quested to  do  so  by  the  Chairman  of  Com- 
mittees or  when  tlie  Chairman  of  Commit- 
tees is  absent. 

COMMITTEE  OF  DISPUTED 
RETURNS  AND  QUALIFIC.\T0NS. 

The  PRESIDENT.— Pursuant  to  stand- 
ing order  38,  I  lay  on  the  table  my  warrant 
appointing  the  following  senators  to  be  the 
Committee  of  Disputed  Returns  and  Quali- 
fications— Senators  Chataway,  de  Largie, 
Henderson,  Macfarlane,  Sir  J.  H.  Symon, 
Turley,  and  Walker.  I  may  say  witb 
reference  to  the  nominations  to  the  Commit- 
tee that  my  warrant  must  lie  on  the  table 
for  the  four  next  sittings  of  the  Senate* 
and  if  in  the  meantime  no  objecti(»i  is 
raised  to  the  names,  the  nomination  of  the 
Ccxnmittee  will  be  complete. 

PAPERS. 

Senator  PEARCE  laid  upon  the  table 
the  following  papers — 

Patents  Acts  1903-1906. — 

Provisional      Regulations. — Statutory  Rules 

1909,  No.  2, 
Amendment  of  Regulations  i,  32,  34,  and  115, 
and  First  and  Second  Schedules  of  Pro- 
visional Regulations  made  by  Statutory 
Rules  1909,  No.  2. — Statutory  'Rules  1909, 
No.  19. 

Manufactures  Encouragement  Act  1908. — Amend- 
ment (Provisional)  of  Regulation  15  of  the 
lion  Bountv  Regulations.^Statutary  Rules 
1909,  No.  48.   Digitized  by  Google 
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Bounties  Act  1907. — Cancellation  of  Regulations 
20-28,  made  by  Statutory  Rules  1908,  No. 
69,  and  substitution  of  new  Regulations  20- 
32  (Provisional)  in  lieu  thereof. — Statutory 
Rules  1909,  No.  49. 

Customs  Act  1901. — Amendment  of  Regulation 
loi,  made  hy  Statutory  Rules  1904,  No.  1^ 
and  cancellation  of  Statutory  Rules  1908,  No. 
115. — Statutory  Rules  1909,  No.  14. 

GOVERXOR-GEXERAi'S  SPEECH: 
ADDRESS-IN-REPLY. 

Debate  resumed  from  26th  May  {vide 
page  30),  on  motitm  by  Senator  E.  J. 
Russell — 

That  the  following  Address- in-Repty  to  His 
Excellency  the  Govemor-Generat's  opening  Speech 
be  agreed  to  : — 

To  His  Excellency  the  Governor-General, 
Mat  rr  please  Your  Excellency — 

We,  the  Senate  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Aus- 
tralia, in  Parliament  assembled,  desire  to  ex- 
press our  loyaltv  to  our  Most  Gracious  Sovereign, 
and  to  thank  Vour  Excellency  for  the  Speech 
which  you  have  been  pleased  to  address  to  Par- 
liament. 

Senator  MILLEN  (New  South  Wales) 
[2.43]. — In  normal  circumstances  this  op- 
portunity is  generally  taken  advantage  of 
to  review  both  the  past  administrative  acts 
of  the  Government  and  the  programme 
which,  through  the  Governor-Geno'al,  they 
place  before  Parliament  for  its  cmsidera- 

tiOR. 

Senator  Givens. — Are  not  the  circum- 
stances normal  now  ? 

Senator  MILLEN. — But  in  view  of  cer- 
tain developments  of  which  I  have  been 
reading  in  the  press,  I  venture  to  think 
that  it  would  be  unnecessarily  occupy- 
ing the  time  of  honorable  s»iators  if  I 
or  any  other  member  of  the  Senate 
were  to  seriously  attempt  to  discuss 
the  programme  submitted  to  us.  For  that 
reasiMi  I  do  not  propose  to  folloAv  what 
I  have  indicated  is  the  usual  course.  There 
is,  however,  one  matter  to  which  I  would 
like  to  malte  reference.  Senator  E.  J. 
Russell,  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the 
Address-in-Reply  reiterated  a  statement 
which  is  made  with  painful  frequency  by 
members  of  his  party  as  to  the  absence  of 
land  in  Australia  available  for  settlement. 

Senator  Stewart. — ^The  statement  is 
quite  true,  every  word  of  it. 

Senator  MILLEN. — I  am  not  now  say- 
ing that  it  is  not.  I  wish,  first,  to  submit 
my  facts,  because  if  the  statement  is  not 
true  it  is  clearly  a  libel  upon  Australia, 
and  the  sooner  it  is  swept  away  the 
better. 


Senator  Stewart. — The  honorable  sena- 
tor cannot  sweep  it  away  now. 

Senator  MILLEN. — I  do  not  propose  to 
do  so,  but  I  do  intend  befcM^  I  sit  down 
to  put  into  the  hem  a  witness  saix^ioned 
by  the  Government,  that  I  think  will  sub- 
stantiate the  statemmt  I  make,  that  Sena- 
tor E.  J.  Russell  and  diose  who  have 
spoken  in  similar  terms  have  very  grossly 
over-stated  the  case.  Some  little  time 
ago,  if  reports  speak  correctly,  the  Go- 
vernment subsidised  a  jbumal  called  the 
Clarion,  and  purchased  a  large  number  of 
copies  for  distribution,  I  believe,  in  Ger- 
many. I  may  take  it  that  a  Labour  Go- 
\'ernment  would  be  very  careful  not  to  send 
abroad  statements  that  were  not  aa;urate, 
and  that  did  not  conform  to  what  they  be- 
lieved to  be  the  true  conditi<xis  of  affairs 
in  Australia. 

Senator  Colonel  Neild.— And  they  paid 
^£$0  over  the  retail  price  of  the  newspaper, 
too. 

Senator  MILLEN. — 1  venture  to  say,  in 
view  of  the  statement  I  am  about  to  quote, 
that  if  they  paid  jCs,ooo  over  the  market 
value  it  was  a  cheap  transaction  for  Aus- 
tralia, though  a  very  poor  one  for  the  party 
to  which  the  Ministry  beloigs.  One  state- 
ment made  by  Senator  E.  J.  Russell,  and 
cheered  by  Senator  Findley,  was  that  the 
advertisements  issued  by  the  States  Govern- 
ments were  shamefully  misleading,  inas- 
much as  they  report  that  land  is  available 
and  hold  out  inducements  which  honorable 
senators  opposite  say  do  not  exist.  I 
challenge  my  honorable  friends  to  find  any 
State  advertisement  which  contains  nun-e 
attractive  statements  of  this  kind  than  that 
which  I  shall  read  from  the  Clarion,  which 
was  purchased  and  distributed  by  the 
Government  they  support. 

Senator  Stewart.  —  The  Government 
needs  hanging  if  they  have  done  anything 
of  that  kind.    They  did  not  do  it  with  my 

COTisent. 

Senator  MILLEN.— Possibly  the  Go- 
vernment does  need  hanging.  I  do  not 
question  the  statement,  but  I  am  not  so 
spitefully  inclined  as  is  the  honorable 
senator,  and  X  would  resn-ve  for  them  a 
milder  fate. 

Senator  Findlet.— What  is  the  date  of 
the  newspaper  to  which  the  honorable  sena- 
tor refers? 

Senator  MILLEN.— It  is  dated  ist 
March,  1909.  If  the  hwiorable  senator  re- 
quires further  information  as  to  how  it  came 
to  be  distributed  he  would^  wdl  Jo  ask 
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the  Government  to  table  the  papers  show- 
ing the  transactifxi  to  which  I  have  re- 
ferred. 

Senator  E.  J.  Russell. — Why  should 
not  the  h(XK)rabIe  senator  ^plifv  the  case 
br  telling  us  where  land  is  availal)le  ? 

Senator  MILLEN. — I  am  gcnng  to  quote 
from  tins  new^)aper.  Here  is  a  statement 
appearing  in  almost  the  opening  para- 
graph.— 

The  lands  owned  by  the  State  are  of  tre- 
mendous area. 

That  is  a  sweeping  contradiction  of  the 
statement  frequently  made  that  there  are 
no  lands  in  the  hands  of  the  State. 

Senator  E.  J.  Russell. — Who  made 
that  statement? 

Senator  MILLEX. — The  honorable 
senatcx-. 

Senator  E.  J.  Russell. — I  did  nothing 
of  the  sort. 

Senator  MILLEX. — Are  my  friends 
going  to  quibble  now?  Was  it  intended 
when  the  Government  paid  £700  to  send 
abroad  that  statement  that  the  lands  owned 
by  the  State  are  of  tremendous  area  to 
suggest  that  those  lands  were  not  available 
for  immigrants  who  were  being  invited  to 
cxmie  here?  The  very  purpose  of  the  state- 
ment was  to  attract  immigrants  here  with 
the  belief  that  as  the  State  owned  the  lands 
and  dealt  with  them  in  the  way  referred 
to  later  on  in  the  newspaper,  diey  were 
avail:d>le  under  the  conditions  set  out. 

Senator  Findley. — That  is  the  honor- 
able sraatw's  construction.  Let  him  read 
on. 

Senator  MILLEN. — I  intend  to  do  so, 
and  probably  hcHiorable  senatOTS  will  say 
I  have  read  a  little  too  much. 

Senator  db  Largie. — Even  if  that  be  so, 
because  a  lie  is  twice  told  that  does  not 
make  it  true. 

Senator  MILLEN.— No,  but  I  venture 
to  say  that  honorable  senators  opposite  will 
not  find  anything  in  any  advertisement 
issued  by  a  State  Government  that  can  sur- 
pass this  in  the  attracticms  put  forward. 

Senator  E.  J.  Russell. — It  shows  that 
we  ^alt  have  to  be  more  careful  in  the 
future. 

Senator  MILLEN. — It  shows  that  hon- 
oraJble  senators  opposite  will  have  to  be 
more  careful  in  the  Governments  which  they 
select.  Let  me  now  give  the  second  quota- 
tion— ■ 

Some  estates  are  held  in  areas  too  large  to 
represent  their  fullest  public  value. 

I  quite  agree  with  that  statement. 


Certainly,  inordinate  areas  are  no  fixed  quan- 
tity,  and  50,000  acres  in  Victoria  is,  in  the  pub- 
lic view,  too  great  an  estate,  while  1,000,000  acres 
in  the  north  of  Australia  is  none  too  large  a 
cattle  station  for  the  man  who  has  the  capital 
to  work  it. 

I  invite  the  attention  of  h(»iOTable  soiators 
to  what  follows — 

None  of  these  great  estates,  hy  the  way,  are 
ever  alienated,  the  tenure  of  such  great  tracts 
being  under  lease. 

Senator  FrooLEV. — That  refers  to  the 
Norths  Territory.  Everybody  knows 
that. 

Senator  MILLEN.— Anybody  who 
understands  the  positicm — and  Senator 
Findley  ought  to  understand  it,  lutving 
been  associated  with  the  press — knows  that 
these  qualifying  words,  "  Ncme  of  these 
great  estates,"  refer  to  both  the  50,000 
acres  in  Victoria,  and  to  the  1,000,000  acres 
in  the  Northern  Territory.  It  may  have 
been  a  slip,  but  it  was  the  duty  of  those 
who  spent  ;^700  in  disseminating  these 
statement.?  abroad,  to  have  seen  that  no  such 
slip  occurred. 

Senator  E.  J.  Russell. — Did  the 
Labour  Government  «iter  into  a  oxitract  for 
the  producticHi  of  that  journal  ? 

Senator  MILLEN.— The  Minister  of 
Defence  may  be  able  to  supply  that  infor- 
mation. I  am  assuming  that  the  state- 
ments made  in  the  press — which  have  not 
been  contradicted — are  correct. 

Senator  Givens. — We  should  have  a  job 
to  contradict  all  the  statements  which  ap- 
pear in  the  press. 

Senator  MILLEN. — I  quite  agree  with 
the  hcHiorable  senator.  The  Government  do 
not  deny  that  they  piuchased  a  large  num- 
ber of  copies  of  this  publication  for  dis- 
tribution abroad.  I  am  not  quarrelling 
with  them  for  having  d<Mie  so.  Thev  have 
issued  some  very  valuable  information. 

Senator  E.J.  Russell. — Would  you  .tay 
I  was  wrong  if  I  said  that  the  Labour  Go- 
vernment did  not  enter  into  a  contract  with 
the  publication  in  question? 

Senator  MILLEN.— Perhaps  the  Minis- 
ter of  Defence  wil!  answer  the  question 
raised  by  the  honorable  senator.  Did  the 
Government  pay  for  the  distributicxi  of  a 
certain  number  of  copies  of  this  journal? 

Senator  Peakce. — Yes. 

Senator  MILLEX. — Now,  I  want  honor- 
able senators  to  read  the  quotations  which 
I  have  cited  together.  If  there  is  no  waste 
land  in  Australia,  and  if  the  area,  ownerf 
by  the  States  is  tremendous,  there  must  be 
ample  land  available  for-thousands  of  im- 
migrants when  tfe©iti2e()rt«**!^PglC 
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Senator  Findley.— If  the  States  did 
their  duty,  there  would  be,  but  they  will 
not. 

Senator  MILLEN.— According  to  this 
publication  the  lands  owned  bv  the  States 
are  of  tremendous  area,  and  there  is  no 
waste  land  in  Australia.  Let  me  quote 
some  more  informatitm  which  the  Govern- 
ment at  the  public  expense  have  seen  fit  to 
distribute — 

There  is  piacti<»Uy  no  waste  land.  The  graii- 
tree  plains  around  the  10,000  miles  of  coast  are 
being  exploited  for  the  distillation  of  alcoliol 
from  the  core  of  the  grass  tree. 

I  do  not  know  whether  anybody  can  point 
me  to  any  evidence  of  these  great  distilleries 
around  our  ten  thousand  miles  of  coast.  It 
is  true  that  whilst  travelling  by  sea  I  have 
noticed  a  haze  at  various  times  around 
■our  coast.  I  was  under  the  impression 
that  it  arose  from  natural  conditions,  but 
I  am  now  forced  to  assume  that  it  was 
caused  hy  the  snu^  from  numerous  dis- 
tilleries which  are  engaged  in  extracting  al- 
cohol from  the  grass  trees  on  our  lands. 
Again,  I  ask  honorable  senators  if  they  can 
show  me  any  statement  in  any  advertise- 
ment by  a  State  Government  more  alluring 
to  the  people  in  the  older  countries  of  the 
world  than  that  which  I  am  about  to  read — 
Government  help  of  the  farmer  is  a  umqne 
part  of  agriculture  in  Australia.  The  State 
sells  the  land  on  long  terms— 

The  State  must  have  lands  before  it  can  sell 
them — 

builds  railways  to  the  land,  teaches  the  farmer 
at  agricultural  colleges,  and  by  travelling  ex- 
perts, gives  him  the  practice  of  his  craft  on 
Government  farms,  experiments  for  him  in 
analyses  of  soils,  manures,  and  fertilizers,  and 
discovers  to  him  the  newest  practice  in  dry  soil 
■cultivation,  and  finances  State  banks  to  make 
advances  to  the  fanner.  The  former,  from  the 
time  he  begins  clearing  bis  land,  is  helped  by 
the  Government— with  long  deferred  payments 
for  the  land,  with  loans  from  the  State  banks, 
with  State  railways  that  follow  the  newest  dis- 
tricts to  come  under  the  plough. 

In  my  opinion  all  these  statements  are  ab- 
solutely correct.  In  the  first  place,  we  are 
told  that  the  area  owned  by  the  State  is 
tremendous.  Secondly,  we  axe  assured 
that  there  is  no  waste  land  in  Australia,  and 
finally  we  are  informed  that  the  Govern- 
ment, from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the 
farmers'  career,  are  prepared  to  play  the 
part  of  a  beneficent  Providence  to  him. 
But  these  statements  give  the  lie  direct  to 
ihe  declaration  by  Senator  E.  J.  Russell 
yesterday  that  we  have  no  lands  available 
for  immigrants. 


Senator  E.  J.  Russell. —  The  honorable 
senator  might  have  accepted  my  assurarx^e 
that  I  made  no  such  statement. 

Senator  MILLEN. — If  the  honorable 
senator  will  lode  at  the  Hansard  proof  of 
his  speech  he  will  see  that  he  did. 

Senator  E.  J.  Russell.— I  have  looked 
at  it,  and  I  repeat  that  I  made  no  such 
statement. 

Senator  Findley. — If  there  is  so  much 
land  available,  why  canncrt:  those  who  are 
endeavouring  to  get  it  obtain  it? 

Senator  MILLEN.  —  I  have  not  said 
whether  there  is  a  sufficient  area  available 
or  not. 

Senator  E.  J.  Russell. — Seeing  that  I 
stated  that  there  were  millicms  of  acres 
under  lease,  how  could  I  have  said  that  we 
had  no  lands  available  for  settlement  ?  The 
honorable  senator  should  be  fair. 

Senator  MILLEN.  —  If  my  honorable 
friend  tells  me  that  he  did  not  speak  at  all 
yesterday,  I  am  prepared  to  accept  his 
word  for  it.  Another  statement  contained 
in  this  publication  reads — 

There  are  still  vast  areas  of  unoccupied  sugar 
lands  in  Queensland  and  North  Australia. 

All  these  statements  are  absolutely  in  ac- 
cordance with  facts.  They  ^irely  indorse 
the  statements  contained  in  advertisements 
inserted  by  the  various  States  Governments, 
and  to  that  extent  absolutely  refute — if  not 
the  words,  at  any  rate  the  tenor — of  Sena 
tor  E.  J.  Russell's  argument  that  it  is  idle 
to  ask  people  to  come  to  Australia  because 
there  is  no  land  here  upon  which  they  can 
settle. 

Senator  Findlev. — It  is  criminal  to  do 

so. 

Senator  MILLEN.— Then  it  is  doubly 
criminal  fcH:  the  Government  to  have  ex- 
pended public  money  without  parliamentary 
sanction,  in  the  distribution  of  statanents 
which  senator  Findley  declares  are  highly 
criminal.  So  long  as  the  Labour  Govern- 
ment feel  justified  in  issuing  statements  of 
this  kind,  considerations  of  decency  alone 
ought  to  compel  their  suppMters  to  refrain 
from  criticising  States  which  only  put  for- 
ward similar  statements  for  the  purpose  of 
attracting  people  to  our  shores.  I  should 
not  have  referred  to  this  matter  but  that  it 
appears  to  me  to  be  one  of  immense  public 
importance.  The  fact  is  that  the  true  con- 
ditions of  Australia  should  be  made  known 
abroad.  Nobody  desires  that  any  false 
representatiws  should  be  made,  but  it  is 
necessary  for  the  fair  fame  and  future  of 
the  Commonwealth  that  /uny.  ^tatments 
made   should   be  Dialj^^dttft^QSgtSat  it 
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should  not  be  possible  for  honoraUe  »eoa- 
tors,  m^y  for  part}'  purpoees,  to  cavil 
at  them. 

Senator  WALKER  (New  South  Wales) 
[2.59]. — I  certainly  thought  that  we  should 
have  been  afforded  an  opportunity  of  lis- 
tening; to  a  reply  by  a  member  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  the  speech  which  has  just  been 
deli\ered  by  the  leader  of  the  Oppositioft. 
I  have  much  pleasure  in  saying — in  justice 
to  the  Goremraent — that  they  have  worked 
very  hard  diuing  the  recess.  I  do  not  in- 
tend to  say  a  single  word  to  disparage  the 
Ministry  without  reason.  I  believe  that  Mr. 
Fisher  has  grown  in  popularity  and  influ- 
ence throughout  the  community  as  the  i^ult 
of  the  dignified  manner  in  whidi  he  has 
discharged  his  duties  as  Prime  Minister. 
I  also  think  that  the  Government  deserve 
credit  for  the  manner  in  which  the  Minister 
of  Home  Affairs  has  managed  matters  in 
connexion  with  the  Federal  Capital  site.  I 
was  one  of  those  who  had  the  pleasure  of 
attending  the  camp  which  the  Government 
arranged  for  at  Canberra,  ,and  I  am  bound 
to  say  that  I  was  more  and  more  entranced 
with  the  advantages  of  Canberra  and  its 
suitability  for  the  purposes  of  a  capital. 
Only  yesterday,  I  had  the  pleasure  of 
meeting  Colonel  Vernon,  who  informed  me 
that  every  time  he  goes  to  Canberra  he  is 
better  pleased  that  me  place  was  so  favor- 
ably cofisidered  by  the  Federal  Parliament. 
I  also  think  that  the  Government  deserve 
credit— though  they  were  a  little  late  in 
taking  action — for  having  recognised  the 
wUdom  of  making  a  contributim  of 
^10,000  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers 
frwn  the  Messina  earthquake.  That  was  a 
noble  action  on  their  part,  and  thev  de- 
serve full  appreciation  for  it  Then,  again, 
1  think  that  the  Minister  of  External 
Affairs  has  rendered  good  seriice  in  visiting 
Papua.  I  am  glad  to  know  that  he  was 
rather  impressed  with  the  desirableneis  of 
improving  the  present  position  as  regards 
Customs  charges  on  goods  coming  to  Aus- 
tralia from  Papua,  and  vice  versa.  I  hope 
that  in  time  we  shall  look  upon  Papua  as 
a  part  of  Australia;  and  although,  of 
course,  we  must  safeguard  what  is  called 
the  White  Australia  policy,  I  frust  that  we 
shall  have  free-trade  between  the  mainland 
and  the  territory. 

Senator  Colonel  Neild. — Surdy  the  hon- 
orable senator  does  not  pr(^x»e  to  deport 
the  natives  of  Papua? 

Senator  WALKER.— No,  of  course  I 

do  not;  but  we  can  maintain  the  policy  to 
which  I  have  referred  without  doing  so. 


Having  said  what  I  consider  to  be  just  in 
praise  of  the  Governoirat,  I  shall  proceed 
to  make  some  remarks  in  which  I  sball  have 
to  exprera  a  somewhat  different  opinion. 
With  regard  to  defence  pcrficy,  it  appears 
to  me  that  the  Government  are  radier  local 
than  Imperial  in  their  view.  I  am  sorry 
for  that. 

Senator  de  Largie. — We  are  only  {Mo- 
posing  to  defend  Australia. 

Senator  WALKER.— Exactly ;  but  some 
of  us  think  that  we  should  defend  Aus- 
tralia quite  as  well  if  we  were  prepared  to 
go  far  away  from  our  own  waters  in  case 
of  neces»ty,  and  not  wait  until  an  enemy 
came  to  attack  us  in  these  seas.  Some  of 
Ds  desire  Australia  to  be  prepared  to  go  to 
assist  Great  Britain,  even  in  Eur<q)ean 
waters,  should  it  be  neoessarv- 

Senator  de  Lasgie. — We  shall  be.<t  as- 
sist Great  Britain  b\'  defending  oursjclves. 

Senator  Givens.- — The  honorable  senator 
means  that  ue  should  present  a  Dread- 
nought f 

Senator  WALKER.— Well,  personally, 
I  have  .subscribed  to  the  Dreadnought  fund. 
Did  the  honorable  senator  who  interrupts 
me  do  that? 

Senator  Gitens. — No,  I  did  not;  every 
one  has  not  bled  the  public  so  much  as  the 
houOTable  senator  has  been  able  to  bleed 
them« 

Senator  WALKER.— With  regard  to 
financial  matters.  I  do  not  see  how  we  can 
expect  to  go  ahead  with  the  Federatic«i 
otherwise  than  with  the  assistance  of  a  loan. 
I  do  not  see  how  we  can  undertake  many 
public  works  and  pay  for  them  out 
of  revenue.  To  begin  with,  we  propose 
to  consolidate  the  debts  of  the  States.  Will 
honorable  senators  c^posite  kindly  tell  me 
how  the>-  prcqxMe  to  do  that  without  the 
FederaticHi  entering  upcm  a  loan  policy  ? 

Senator  Givens. — We  can  ronsoKdate 
the  debts  of  the  States-  without  adding  to 
the  Australian  debt. 

Senator  WALKER. — I  do  not  intend  to 
answer  interjections,  particularly  from  one 
who  always  takes  pleasure  in  rushing  at 
whate\er  f  have  to  say.  I  maintain  that  it 
is  impossible  to  undertake  the  ccwisolidation 
of  the  debts  of  the  States  unless  the  Federal 
Government  are  prepared  to  initiate  a  loan 
policy.  Then,  with  regard  to  public  works 
bang  paid  for  out  of  revenue — the  theor\' 
is  very  nice;  but  why,  if  we  are  to  have 
reproductive  public  works,  should  we  not 
pay  for  them  out  of  loans,  and  have  a  sink- 
ing fund  by  means  of  which  to  pay 
off  the  loans  gradual  iy?    Hofr^  can  we 
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possibly  construct  railways  to  Western  Aus- 
tralia, or  to  Port  Darwin,  or  undertake  any 
other  expensive  public  work,  and  meet  the 
charges  out  of  revenue?  Are  we  to  wait 
year  in  ^d  year  out  until  we  accumulate 
sufficient  money  to  pay  for  these  works? 
Will  that  suit  our  Western  Australian 
friends?  Returning  to  the  matter  of  de- 
fence policy,  I  considar,  as  I  have  said  be- 
fore, that  we  ought  to  increase  our  contri- 
bution towards  the  cost  of  the  British 
Navy.  A  payment  of  ^^200,000  per  an- 
num is  not,  in  my  opinion,  sufficient  for 
a  great  part  of  the  Empire  like  the  Ccan- 
monwealth  to  pay  towards  the  defence  of 
the  Empire.  We  ought  to  increase  the 
amount  considerably.  I  should  be  in  favour 
of  making  our  contribution  ^^750,000,  but 
the  general  opinion  seems  to  be  that  the 
amount  should  be  ;£50o,ooo  per  annum, 
and  that  irrespective  of  the  presentation  of 
a  DreaJnous.ht. 

Senator  Turlev. — There  is  no  pro|}osal 
for  a  DreadnoufiJit  now. 

Senator  WALKER.— I  should  like  to 
see  the  Northern  TerritOTjr  acquired  by  the 
Commonwealth.  But  how  is  that  to  be 
done  without  a  loan  policy  ?  Are  we  to 
think  of  taking  over  the  debts  of  that 
Territory  and  paying  them  out  of  revenue? 
The  idea  is  simply  ridiculous. 

Senator  de  Largie. — How  shall  we  pay 
off  the  debts  that  we  owe  now? 

Senator  WALKER.— We  shall  pay  off 
these  loans  as  the  population  increases; 
and  our  population  will  largely  increase, 
in  spite  of  perscms  who  do  not  oxisider 
any  interests  except  what  seem  to  be  im- 
mediately their  own.  We  shall  have  an 
increasing  income  as  we  have  an  increasing 
population,  and  we  can  establish  a  sinking 
fund  for  tiie  repayment  of  loans  expended 
on  reproductive  works.  We  hear  a  great 
deal  about  land  taxation,  and  direct  taxa- 
tion. I  am  not  opposed  to  the  principle 
of  direct  taxation,  but  when  necessary  it 
ought  to  take  the  form  of  an  income  tax, 
not  of  a  land  tax.  Various  States  have 
sold  land,  as  they  might  have  sold  any 
other  commodity.  When  a  man  buys  an 
article,  he  takes  the  chance  of  its  becoming 
more  or  less  valuable.  There  is  land  in 
Australia  which  has  become  more  valuable 
than  it  was  when  it  was  purchased.  Some 
I)eopIe  therefore  think  that  we  ought  to  tax 
that  land,  with  the  object  of  compelling 
those  who  own  it  to  sell  it.  I  am  going  to 
show  how  fair  an  income  tax  would  be  as 
ccHnpared  with  a  land  tax.  A  land  tax 
affects  only  one  form  of  wealth.  Many  per- 


sons have  large  incomes  who  own  very  little 
land.  A  land  tax  would  not  touch  them 
at  all.  But  if  you  have  an  income  tax, 
every  person  with  a  large  income  has  to 
pay,  no  matter  whether  he  owns  land  or 
not.  I  maintain  that  if  a  man  buys  land 
and  it  goes  up  in  value,  he  is  entitled 
to  that  advantage.  He  took  the  risk  of  its 
gfettng  down  in  value. 

Senator  Givens. — Is  it  not  a  fact  that 
land  as  a  whole  has  increased  in  value  ? 

Senator  WALKER  .—The  honorable 
senator  will  have  his  opportunity  of  knock- 
ing down  my  arguments  afterwards,  and 
no  doubt  he  will  be  able  to  do  it  very 
well.  The  British  Government  are  pro- 
posing, in  reference  to  their  inccmie  lax, 
to  make  exemptions  in  the  case  of  those 
who  have  families  imder  sixteen  years  of 
age.  It  is  proposed  that  there  shall  be 
an  exemption  of  so  much  per  head  for 
each  child.  That  seems  to  me  to  be  an 
excellent  idea.  We  have  in  this  Senate 
mOTe  than  once  discussed  the  question  of 
a  minimum  iwage.  It  has  been  held  that 
7s.  a  day  is  a  fair  minimum.  It  would 
therefore  be  fair  to  say  that  an  inoxne 
of  jQi.10  a  year  should  be  exempt  from 
income  tax.  We  should  be  justified  in 
exempting  ^110  for  the  husband,  ;^iio 
for  the  wife,  and  jQtS  per  annum  for  each 
child  under  sixteen.  See  how  that  would 
work  out.  Take  a  family  of  three,  con- 
sisting of  the  husband,  the  wife,  and  a 
child.  The  exemption  would  be  £,2^6 
per  annum,  increasing  £26  per  annum  for 
each  diild  under  sixteen.  Let  me  show, 
as  against  that,  the  unfairness  of  a 
land  tax.  The  Governments  of  the 
States  have  sold  land  at  a  price  which 
suited  them  at  the  time.  Why  punish  the 
purchasers  because  land  has  become  more 
valuable?  I  fail  to  see  why.  I  .will  give 
an  instance  to  show  the  absurdity  of  it. 
Suppose  that  a  man,  whom  we  will  call 
Mr.  A.,  has  a  piece  of  land  1,000  acres 
in  extent.  Suppose  Mr.  B.  dfers  ^1,000 
for  it.  Mr.  A.  says,  *'  No,  thank  you, 
I  am  not  going  to  sell."  Suddenly,  we 
shall  suppose,  a  land  tax  is  imposed.  The 
charge  upon  Mr.  A.'s  land  is  ;^io  per 
annum.  He  meets  B.,  and  says.  '*  Vou 
can  have  that  land  now."  But  B.  says, 
"That  is  all  very  well;  I  offered  you 
;^i,ooo  for  it  some  rime  ago,  but  now 
there  is  upon  it  a  tax  of  jQio  a  year.  On 
a  5  per  cent,  basis  that  means  -Qtoo 
capital  value.  I  will  /give  vou^^Soo 
for  the  propertyPl^itizediSf^^aQglj^e  a 
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person  owiung  the  land  pa^  taxation  in 
a  capitalized  f<»m.  That  »  spoliation; 
there  is  absolutely  no  other  name  for  it. 

Senator  Turley. — Is  it  not  a  good  thing 
if  a  country  has  cheap  land  available? 

Senator  WALKER. — I  cannot  see  why 
land  should  be  taxed  and  not  pers<»ial 
property.  Why  should  there  not  be  a  general 
property  tax?  That  result  is  obtained  by 
an  income  tax,  whereby  you  make  every 
perscn,  acoffding  to  his  means,  less  the 
QKmptions  agreed  to,  pay  at  exactly  the 
same  rate. 

Senates-  Findley. — There  is  no  analc^ 
between  land  and  any  other  fonn  of  per- 
sonal ixoperty.  The  latter  is  the  creation 
of  industry,  while  land  is  the  creation  of 
the  Cieator, 

Senator  WALKER. — Land  is  improved 
by  settlement. 

Senator  Findley. — By  the  people. 

Senator  WALKER.— The  Government 
propose  to  introduce  a  {woeressive  land  tax. 

Senator  ^{cGregor. — No,  a  tax  on  the 
unimproved  value. 

Senator  WALKER.— In  Sydney  they 
have  a  tax  on  the  unimproved  value,  and 
if  that  is  not  suffident  the^  also  tax  the 
improved  value. 

Senator  TtfflLEY. — ^That  is  in  connexion 
with  local  government. 

Senator  WALKER. — I  think  that  a  land 
tax  is  absolutely  correct  if  the  money  i£ 
used  for  okcely  local  purposes,  because 
then  it  is  expended  in  the  district,  and 
the  owners  of  pn^ierties  receive  some 
benefit  from  the  etpmdituie.  The  Com- 
iDonwealth  issue  of  notes  is  a  large  ques- 
ticKi.  which  I  am  not  going  into  at  present. 
I  can  see  strong  arguments  on  each  side. 
In  days  g<me  by  I  advocated  the  proposal. 
It  must  be  remembered  that  if  a  benefit 
is  derived  in  revenue  from  the  issue  of 
the  Government  notes  it  will  be  done  at 
the  expense  of  the  States,  which,  with  the 
exception  of  Queensland,  dorive  revenue 
from  a  tax  on  (bank  notes  in  drcularion 
in  their  territory.  I  am  very  glad  to  hear 
that  the  Government  are  in  favour  of  im- 
migraticm.  That,  of  course,  is  a  debatable 
pcnnt  with  many.  A  member  of  the  L^;is- 
iature  said  to  me  yesterday — "  I  came  to 
this  country  with  predous  little,  but  I  am 
fairly  comfortable  to-day.  I  have  every 
reason  to  be  thankful  that  I  came.  I  hope 
that  a  number  of  my  countrymen  will 
follow  my  example  and  come."  The  views 
of  this  gentleman  do  not  altc^ether  co- 
indde  with  the  views"  of  the  Labour  Party, 
of  which  be  is  a  member.      I  lived  in 


Queensland  for  many  years  and  saw  there 
the  advantage  of  assisted  immigration.  I 
remember  the  time  when  Queensland  had 
a  population  of  only  46,000  whereas  to-day 

it  has  half-a-million  more  people.  Wages 
are  higher,  comfort  is  greater,  and  the 
new  population  has  d<me  good  to  those 
who  preceded  them  as  well  as  to  them- 
selves. 

Senatcx  Turley. — To-day  they  are  pay- 
ii^  interest  on  ;£3,ooo,ooo,  borrowed  to 
pay  the  passa^  of  people. 

Senator  WALKER.  —  The  horwrable 
senator  is  referring  to  Mcllwraith's 
;^3,ooo,coo  loan,  which  came  years  after- 
wards. I  am  a  believer  in  what  is  called 
a  hCHnestead  law.  It  is,  however,  a  mat- 
ter for  the  States,  unless  we  acquire  the 
Northern  Territory,  when,  of  course,  we 
could  have  our  own  hoonestead  law.  I 
should  like  to  see  that  idea  carried  out, 
and  to  give  immigrants  who  pay  thdr  pas- 
sages here  homesteads  from  160  to  640 
acres,  according  to  their  positicHi,  and, 
when  inland,  to  allow  them  free  passages 
for  two  years  to  and  from  the  capi- 
tal, so  that  they  should  not  be  placed 
at  a  great  disadvantage  by  reason  of 
having  gone  so  far  inland.  I  believe  that 
manv  persons  would  be  delighted  to  have 
a  homestead  under  those  circumstances.  In 
some  places  an  area  of  160  acres  is  quite 
as  valuabfe  as  an  area  of  640  acres  else- 
where. 

Senator  Turley. — You  would  have 
plenty  of  dummying,  as  you  had  before. 

Senator  WALKER.— I  hope  not.  We 
can  pretty  well  prevent  dummying. 

Senator  Turley. — They  Jhave  not  yet 
been  able  to  do  so  in  Australia. 

Senator  WALKER.— In  Queensland 
there  are  grazing  areas,  and  the  authori- 
ties do  not  allow  a  man  to  sell  or  transfer 
a  grazing  area  to  another  man  who  has 
aboxe  a  certain  area  for  grazing  purposes. 

Senator  Tihiley. — That  is  not  so.  Men 
up  there  have  had  practically  dummies  on 
their  farms,  and  the  dummies  refused  to 
hand  over  the  farms. 

Senator  WALKER.— I  suppose  that  so 
long  as  human  nature  is  what  it  is  we  shall 
have  persons  prepared  to  do  such  things- 
In  regard  to  immigration,  Queensland  his 
a  nomination  system.  I  propose  to 
mention  a  case  showing  the  advantage^  of 
the  system.  My  wife  had  a  very  faith- 
ful servant  who  nominated  her  brother,  a 
gardener  at  home,  to  come  out  to  Queens- 
land, and  she  paid  j£2  for  the  nomination. 
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In  due  course  he  arrived  in  Brisbane 
by  an  inunigrant  ship.  The  sister,  who 
was  our  nurse,  asked  me,  if  I  heard 
of  any  person  wanting  a  gardener  to  men- 
tion her  brother's  name.  Mr.  George 
King,  of  Gowrie  Station,  came  to  Brisbane^ 
and  said,  "  I  have  come  down  to  engage  a 
gardener,  and  I  see  that  an  immigrant  ship 
has  arrived."  I  said  to  him,  "  Would  you 
mind  mentioning  the  name  of  our  nurse's 
brother,  A.  B.  ?"  Well,  Mr.  King  went 
to  the  Imraigraticm  Depot  and  said  that 
he  wanted  an  assistant  gardener.  The 
authorities  said,  "  We  have  several  gar- 
fieners.  have  you  anv  particular  person  in 
mind?"  Mr.  King  said,  "Yes,  I  want 
A.  B."  The  authorities  said,  "The  man 
is  not  in  at  present,  but  we  have  others 
here."  Mr.  King  replied.  "Tell  A.  B. 
that  I  shall  be  back  at  3  o'clock,"  and 
he  returned  at  that  hour.  Although  he 
had  come  to  town  intending  to  give  15s.  a 
week  and  rations,  he  liked  the  appearance 
of  A.  B.  so  much  that  he  gave  him  jQi 
per  week  and  rations  to  begin  with. 
After  a  time,  when  bad  seasons  came, 
^Ir.  King  had  to  economize  and  to 
tell  A.  B.  that  he  would  have  to 
leave.  In  the  meantime  the  man's  sister 
in  Brisbane  was  looking  after  his  interests. 
One  day.  yrhen  she  was  going  into  the 
Botanical  Gardens  wiTB  our  children,  one 
of  the  trustees  happened  to  ask  who  they 
were.  He  asked  se\eral  questions,  and 
then  our  nurse  screwed  up  her  courage  to 
ask  if  there  was  any  chance  for  a  gar- 
dener to  get  an  appointment  in  the  gardens. 
He  said.  "  If  a  vacancv  occurs  I  will  let 
Mr.  Walker  know."  He  kept  his  promise, 
and  A.  B.  received  an  appointment  as  gar- 
dener. He  afterwards  rose  to  the  position 
of  seccxid  gardmiei.  There  is  an  mstanoe 
of  the  advantage  of  the  immigration  nomi- 
nation systan.  Persons  who  nominate 
friends  see  that  they  get  employment  on 
arrival.  If  that  system  were  adopted 
generally,  we  should  get  many  immigrants 
who  would  be  looked  after  here.  Some 
persons  allege  that  in  New  South  Wales 
they  are  not  taking  trouble  to  look  after 
immigrants  on  their  arrival ;  but  that  is 
not  so.  Senator  Turley  can  tell  me  if  in 
Brisbane  the  authorities  do  not  take  soaie 
trouble  to  look'  afto*  immigrants  at  the 
depfit. 

Senator  Turley. — They  see  the  immi- 
grants, and  find  employment  as  soon  as 
possible  for  them ;  but  the  question  of 
wages  does  not  come  under  very  dcse  scru- 
tiny. 

Senator  Walker. 


Senator  WALKER.— In  Sydney  we  are 
endeavouring  to  look  after  immigrants.  The 

following  letter  appeared  in  the  last  issue 
of  the  Sydney  Sunday  which  com- 

bines general  information  with  Sunday  read- 
ing— 

From  Morec  we  are  in  receipt  of  the  follow- 
ing letter  written  by  a  young  Englisbmui,  who 
came  out  to  New  South  Wales  about  a  year  ago 
to  go  OQ  the  land  : — 

"  Sir, — Kindly  allow  me  space  in  your  Vi.Iu- 
able  paper  to  say  a  few  words  on  New  South 
Wales  and  its  people.  I  have  been  out  twelve 
months,  and  have  got  on  very  wcU;  and  I  in- 
tend to  make  it  my  home.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  if  one  has  a  little  push,  is  willing  to  work, 
and  keeps  away  from  the  beer  springs,  he  is 
sure  to  succeed.  There  are  some  Australians  who 
have  a  dislike  to  immigrants;  they  look  upon 
us  as  aliens.  Why,  we  are  picked  men,  though 
in  saying  this,  I  don't  want  to  boast,  as  there 
arc  better  at  Home.  The  Government  take 
good  care  whom  they  bring  out, 

"  If  the  country  is  to  go  ahead,  then  it  must 
be  peopled.  Every  man  or  woman  who  comes 
in  is  worth  £yi  to  the  coimtry,  as  they  require 
clothing,  food,  &c.  That  means  they  will  em- 
ploy others  to  give  them  things  to  keep  body 
and  soul  together.  Take  America  or  Canada; 
see  how  these  countries  have  risen ;  witat  was 
the  cause?  Why,  immigration.  This  country 
IS  far  behind  so  far  owing  to  anti-immigTatio&> 
ists,  and  will  be  nothinfr  better  until  its  gates  are 
thrqwn  open  wide  to  those  who  are  willing  and 
qualified  to  come. — Immigrant." 

I  am  afraid  that  there  are  a  good  manv 
persons  who,  when  they  talk  of  a  White 
Australia  mean  Australia  for  the  whites 
now  here  and  for  no  one  else.  It  is  simply 
impossible  to  find  any  country  in  which  there 
are  not  some  persons  who  are  always  pow 
and  unfortunate,  but  there  is  no  reason  why 
other  persons  should  not  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  enter  the  country. 

Senator  Stewart. — Who  tries  to  hinder 
them?  The  ports  are  open,  and  ships  are 
cwning  in,  every  week. 

Senator  WALKER.— At  the  present  time 
a  good  many  immigrants  are  coming  from 
New  Zealand  to  Australia. 

Senator  Stewart".  —  Nobody  hinders 
them. 

Senator  WALKER.— New  Zealand  is  a 
country  where  people  are  supposed  to  have 
advanced  legislation,  and  where  everything 
is  going  to  be  very  prosperous. 

Senator  Givens. — The  honorable  sena- 
tor's pet  policy  of  borrowing  huge  sums  has 
been  in  full  force  there. 

Senator  WALKER.— There  is  such  a 
thing  as  legitimate  borrowing.  If  a  Go- 
vernment bcwrow  legitimately,  they  can  get 
money  at  3^  per  cent.,  and  use  it,  fiossibly, 
at  7  per  cent.    It  is  not  such  a  bad  game. 
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Senator  Givens. — I  am  surprised  at  a 
Christian  gentleman  advocating  usury. 

Senator  WALKER.  —  Well,  I  cannot 
■hdp  it.  Why  is  it  that  these  people  are 
oominK  to  Australia?  They  find  that  it  is 
a  better  field  than  New  Zealand  fox  their 
■enterprise. 

Senator  Findley. — Because  New  Zea- 
land has  heen  overrun  with  immigrants. 

Senator  WALKER.  —  There  are  two 
kinds  of  democracies— the  false  and  the 
true.  When  unionists  demand  preference, 
and  call  non-unionists  "  black-legs  "  and 
"  scabs,"  I  call  that  false  democracy,  and 
I  am  not  at  all  sure  that  some  steps  should 
not  be  taken  to  prevent  such  objectionable 
terms  being  applied  to  honest  men  who  are 
trving  to  earn  an  honest  li\"ing.  When  we 
recognise  the  liberty  of  men  to  act  inde- 
pendently, that  is  scffnething  like  true 
-democracy.  The  Broken  Hill  disturbance 
is  an  object  lesson  to  us  all  if  we  choose  to 
look  into  it  carefully. 

Senate*  W.  Russell. — In  what  direc- 
tion? 

Senator  WALKER.  —  My  honorable 
friend  will  admit.  I  suppose,  that  freedom 
of  contract  was  ignored.  There  was  no 
such  thing  as  freedom  of  contract  in  Broken 
Hill.  There  was  mob  law,  and  I  regret 
to  say  that  certain  powers  did  not  act  as  I 
expected. 

Senator  Givens. — No,  the  company  re- 
fused to  obey  the  mandate  of  the  Court. 

Senator  WALKER.— That  reminds  roe 
of  something  to  which  I  shall  refer  pre- 
sently. 

Senator  de  Lakgie.— Under  the  Arbitra- 
t\on  Act  you  cannot  ha^-e  freed<xn  of  cchi- 
tract. 

Senator  W.\LKER.— So  it  seems.  That 
is  a  nice  state  of  things.  I  am  afraid 
that  I  shall  have  to  make  one  or  more 
rather  disparaging  remarks  of  certain  mem- 
bers of  the  Ministry.  I  am  sorry  to  have 
<o  say  that  I  think  the  Attorney -General 
and  the  Postmaster- General  have  acted  in 
a  manner  unbecoming  their  high  oflioes.  I 
regret  it  because  they  are  men  for  whom  T 
have  respect. 

Senator  McGregor.  —  Is  that  because 
we  stopped  the  letters  to  Tattersail's? 

Senator  WALKER.— I  am  referring 
now  to  the  disturbances  which  occurred  at 
Broken  Hill.  I  suppose  that  no  person  re- 
grets more  than  does  the  Attorney-General 
what  be  did  at  the  time  to  wluch  I  refer. 
I  hope  so,  to  do  him  justice. 


Senator  Turley. — ^What  is  it  to  which 
the  honcwable  senator  takes  exception? 

Senator  WALKER.— Later  00  I  may, 
perhaps,  show  Senator  Turley  a  few  car- 
toons which  will  indicate  what  I  take  ex- 
ception to.  I  shall  not  say  any  mwe  u|x>n 
that  point. 

Senator  de  Largie. — ^The  honcvable 
sCTiator  has  said  either  too  much  or  too 
little. 

Senator  WALKER.— The  idea  of 
men,  because  they  were  out  of  work,  daring 
to  try  to  put  the  blame  upon  the  constabu- 
lary. Surely  all  persons  should  support 
law  and  oider  ?  Whoever  believes  that 
the  constabulary  were  the  cause  of  the  row 
which  occurred  at  Broken  Hill?  The  idea 
of  men  daring  to  suggest  that  it  was  the 
presence  of  the  police  that  caused  the  tow. 
No  innoc^t  perstm  Ejects  to  the  presence 
of  a  policeman.  Wh«i  a  man  objects  he 
usually  has  some  good  reason  for  it.  I  be- 
lieve that  the  conduct  of  the  police  at 
Broken  Hill  was  above  all  praise.  I  knou 
that  when  formerly  rows  occurred  at  Broken 
Hill  two  of  the  men  who,  unfortunately 
for  themselves,  got  into  gaol,  afterwards  pot 
into  Parliament.  Unhappily,  there  are  some 
persCMis  ^vho  seem  to  think  that  one  of  the 
best  ways  of  getting  into  Parliament  is  to 
be  mixeid  up  in  a  row.  I  hope  that  one 
man  who  is  s«newhat  prcmunent  just  now 
at  Broken  Hill  will  never  darken  the  doors 
of  this  Parliament.  Now,  with  regard  to 
the  conduct  of  certain  perso-is  at  public 
meetings,  1  ^'ery  much  regret  to  have  to 
sav  that  we  scarcely  ever  have  a  political 
public  meeting  in  Sydney  which  is  not  dis- 
turbed by  perscMis  belonging  to  another 
political  party.  It  would  appear  to 
be  always  people  who  belong  to  a 
certain  party  who  come  to  our  meetings  and 
disturb  them.  When  they  have  meetings 
of  their  own,  persons  belonging  to  our 
party  do  not  disturt>  them. 

Senator  TtniLEY. — What  party  is  the  hon- 
orable senator  referring  to? 

Senator  WALKER.— I  refer  to  labour 
sympathizers ;  the  men  who  are  alwavs 
talking  about  the  "blacklegs,"  "scabs," 
and  such  like.  Those  are  the  people  who 
come  to  our  meetings  and  disturb  them. 
I  hope  that  it  is  necessary  only  to  menticm 
this  matter  to  induce  the  powers  that  be 
to  endeavour  to  disc:>urage  the  practice. 

Senatw  Turley. — Were  there  not  dis- 
orderly political  meetings  in  Sydney  before 
the  Labour  Party  came  into  existence? 

Senator  WALKER.— ^  Jim  .-^SMaking, 
not  for  all  time,DB*iit^SftPPg*ft  time. 
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The  other  day  a  meeting  was  held  in 
Sydney  which  was  prraided  over  by  a  lady, 
Mrs.  Moseley ,  who  is  presidmt  of  the 
Wcxnoi's  League  in  Sydney.  The  mem- 
bers of  the  League  invited  Mr.  Joseph 
Cook,  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  to 
address  them,  and  this  is  what  Mrs.  Mose- 
ley had  to  say  upon  her  experience  at  the 
meting — 

I  am  ashamed  of  my  countrymen.  I  think 
you  men  who  have  been  disturbing  this  meeting 
must  surely  have  foigotten  that  you  are  the 
guests  of  women.  I  used  to  think  Australian 
baen  had  some  chivalry.  We  have  heard  a  great 
deal  to-Dight  of  the  loud  laugh  that  betokens 
the  vacant  mind.  A  great  mai^  of  you  seem 
to  have  come  here,  not  to  listen  yourselves,  but 
lo  prevent  other  people  from  hearing.  That  is 
a  very  rude  thing  to  do.  "  Does  you  mother 
know  you're  out?"  interposed  an  uncouth  indi- 
vidual in  the  second  front  row.  He  had  been 
a  conspicuous  interrupter  throughout  the  even- 
ing, but  this  last  straw  so  riled  an  old  gentle- 
man  sitting  near  him  that  he  rose  and  shook  his 
stick  in  the  individual's  face.  The  conduct  of 
this  particular  political  specimen  was  character- 
istic of  the  bearing  of  a  considerable  section  of 
the  audience  right  through  the  meeting.  So  ob- 
structive were  the  tactics  of  these  people  that  at 
one  stage  Mr.  Cook  was  constrained  to  say  : — 
"  The  time  wifl  come,  and  very  shortly,  if  this 
sort  of  thin^  is  permitted  in  public  meeting, 
when  something  will  have  to  be  done  to  put  it 
down.  People  who  abuse  their  freedom  will 
have  to  have  it  curtailed  a  little.  This  is  not 
freedom;  it  is  license."  The  meeting  was  held 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Women's  Liberal 
League,  and  Mrs.  Moseley  remarked  that  that 
one  experience  was  sufficient  for  them.  In  future 
they  would  be  compelled  to  stay  in  their  own 
clubrooms. 

There  is  another  matter  about  whicdi  I  feel 
very  strongly.  I  refer  to  picketing  and 
boycotting.  Theoretically  picketing  is 
moral  suasion;  but  will  any  man  tell  me 
that  it  is  merely  moral  suasion  if,  fwhen 
one  desires  to  go  from  one  place  to  another, 
three  or  four  hundred  persons  pass 
backwards  and  forwards  in  order  to  pre- 
vent him  from  doing  so?  I  think  that 
picketing  will  have  to  be  put  down  by  law. 

Senator  Givens. — What  is  picketing? 

Senator  WALKER.— Exactly,  what  is 
it  ?  I  am  not  surprised  at  the  interruption 
by  honorable  senators  opposite,  because  the 
part>'  to  which  they  belong  desire  to  go  in 
for  unilication.  They  are  not  Federationists 
according  to  my  idea  of  Federation. 

Senator  Givens. — ^What  has  that  to  do 
with  picketing? 

Senator  WALKER. — I  think  we  have 
reason  to  be  ashamed  that  such  an  awful 
state  of  affairs  should  exist  in  Australia 
as  that  which  existed  at  Broken  Hill.  I 
consider  that  the  disturbances  whidx  took 


place  at  Broken  Hill  are  a  blot  upon  Aus- 
tralia's history.  I  repeat  that  I  think  this 
picketing  and'  boycotting  ought  to  be  put 
down  by  law,  whether  by  State  or  Com- 
monwealth laiw  I  am  not  prepared  to  say. 

Senator  Tubley. — Is  the  honorable 
senator  aware  that  picketing  is  allowed 
imdCT  the  English  law  ? 

Senator  WALKER. — I  do  not  care 
whether  it  is  allowed  in  England  or  not, 
I  hope  that  it  will  not  be  allowed  in  Aus- 
tralia. 

Senator  Findi^y. — There  has  bea» 
picketing  at  the  Grand  Hotel  for  the  last 
three  we^  whilst  the  fu»onists  have  been 
at  work. 

Senator  WALKER. — I  am  sure  that  no 
one  will  be  more  ready  than  will  Senator 
Findley  to  admit  that  the  so-called  moral 
suasion  practised  recently  at  Broken  Hill 
was  immoral  suasion. 

Senator  Findley. — There  must  have  been 
a  lot  of  immoral  suasion  used  to  bring  about 
the  "  fusion." 

Senator  WALKER.— I  believe  that  what 
I  now  intend  to  say  will  be  rather  unpopu- 
lar. The  High  Court  of  Australia  ought  to 
attract  the  very  highest  legal  ability  in  the 
CommCRiwealth,  and,  in  my  opinion,  we 
cannot  look  for  that  unless  we  arrange  that 
the  Justices  of  the  High  Court  shall  be 
gi^en  pensions  on  retirement. 

Senator  Stewart. — There  is  los.  a  week 
for  them. 

Senator  WALKER. — Unless  some  such 
system  is  adopted,  we  may  have  men  in  a 
bad  state  of  health  continuing  to  retain  their 
seats  on  the  High  Court  Bench,  and  we 
may  have  to  incur  expense  for  the  services 
of  temporary  Justices.  I  feel  very  strongly 
upon  this  point,  and  have  all  al(Hig  ad- 
vocated these  pendons. 

Senator  Givens. — ^The  "  fat  man  "  al- 
ways is  strongly  in  favour  of  pensions. 

Senator  WALKER. — Senator  Givens  is 
much  fatter  than  I  am.  I  should  like  to 
say  that  very  recently  the  Premier  of 
Queensland,  in  connexion  with  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Judge  of  the  State  Supreme 
Court,  acted  in  what  I  believe  to  be  a  splen- 
did manner.  He  did  not  permit  the  State 
Attorne)' -General  to  think  that  because  he 
was  Attorney -General  he  was  entitled  to 
occupy  any  position  on  the  Bench  he 
pleased.  He  offered  his  Attorney-General 
:i  certain  position  on  the  Supreme  Court 
Bench,  and  when  that  gentleman  was  not 
satisfied  with  the  position  offered  the  Pre- 
mier appointed  another  man— a  splendid 
man,  I  consider,  and  a  fine  lawyer — ^as  a 
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Justice  of  the  State  Supreme  Court.  I  refer 
to  the  present  Mr.  Justice  Shand.  In  my 
opinion  the  appointment  was  a  splendid 
one.  But  Mr.  Shand  had  never  been  in 
politics,  and  apparently  such  a  man  would 
not  be  ctMisidered  by  the  Federal  Parlia- 
ment as  eligible  for  a  poution  on  the  High 
Court  Bendi.  I  think  that,  if  necessary, 
we  should  go  lo  the  States  Supreme  Courts 
if  we  could  get  there  the  best  man  to  fill  a 
vacancy  on  the  High  Court  Bench.  In  my 
opinicMi,  the  Attorney-General  for  the  time 
being,  whoever  he  may  be,  has  no  prescrip- 
tive right  to  a  vacancy  on  the  High  Court 
Bench. 

Senator  Givens. — We  are  all  agreed  on 
that. 

Senator  WALKER.— I  am  glad  to  hear 
it.  I  think  that  we  must  secure  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  very  best  men,  and  if  we  are  to 
appoint  a  man  having  a  good  practice,  we 
must  gi\'e  him  something  to  look  fcHvard 
to  in  his  old  age. 

SenatOT  Stewart. — Is  not  j£$tOoo  a  year 
a  nice  little  income? 

Senator  WALKER.— For  a  man  of  the 
best  legal  ability  ;^3,ooo  a  year  does  not 
appear  to  me  to  be  an  excessive  income. 
Many  men  in  ordinary  business  earn 
j£3i5oo  a  year.  At  the  present  time  I 
know  of  men  who  are  simply  in  charge  of 
businesses  who  get  as  much  as  j^2,ooo  a 
year,  and  in  America  men  occupying  simi- 
lar positicms  get  much  more.  I  thought  it 
right  that  some  one  should  say  what  I 
have  said  on  this  subject.  We  must  look 
f«^ard  to  possible  vacancies  on  the  High 
Court  Bench,  and  in  the  event  of  a  vacancy 
arising  we  should  look  all  over  Australia 
to  secure  the  very  best  man. 

Senator  Givens. — Have  we  not  got  the 
best  men  now  ? 

Senator  WALKER.— We  have  some  of 
the  very  best  men  now.  But  vacancies  may 
occur.  I  am  not  saying  a  word  about  the 
preset  Justices  of  the  High  Court ; 
but  I  am  looking  to  the  future,  and  if  retir- 
ing allowances  to  the  Justices  of  the  High 
Court  should  be  instituted  accc»ding  to 
length  of  service,  I  hope  that  the  present 
Chief  Justice's  ten  years'  service  on  the 
Queensland  Bench  will  not  be  overlooked. 
It  is  probable  that  there  will  be  some  change 
in  the  Government  shortly,  but  on  the  sup- 
position that  the  present  Government  will 
remain  in  power,  I  should  like  to  express 
the  hope  tha^  the  Minister  of  Defence  may 
be  aoctxnpanied  to  the  proposed  Conference 
by  some  ^(entleman  fr<m  the  other  side  in 
politics,  if  it  be  only  to  show  that  the 


defence  questi<m  is  not  a  party  question.  I 
hope  that  whatever  Government  may  be  in 
power,  a  re[»esentative  from  each  side  will 
be  sent  to  the  Ccwiference.  On  the  subject 
of  unnecessary  fricticHi  betwewi  the  States 
and  the  Commonwealth,  I  should  like  to 
say  that  the  Senate  is  the  States  House, 
and  we  are  specialty  called  upcMi  to  see  that 
the  Constitution  is  observed  in  e\-erything 
that  affects  the  interests  of  the  States. 

Senator  Givens. — That  being  so,  why 
should  the  States  Premiers  be  continually 
poking  their  noses  in? 

Senator  WALKER.— The  States  Pre- 
miers have  no  right  to  be  called  "  insects  '* 
by  anybody.  I  think  it  is  monstrous  that 
anv  man  in  high  authority  should  apply  such 
epithets  to  the  Premiers  of  the  States. 

Senator  Givens. — Who  called  them  "  in- 
sects "  ? 

Senator  WALKER. — I  am  not  going  to 
say  who  did  so,  but  I  know  that  it  has  been 
done,  and  I  consider  it  a  monstrous  thing. 
We  should  be  careful  in  our  Federal  finan- 
cial legislation  not  to  disturb  the  finances  of 
the  States,  and  we  shall  disturb  them  radi- 
callv  if  we  insist  that  all  Federal  public 
\vorks  shall  be  paid  for  out  of  revenue. 

Senator  Givens. — The  honorable  senator 
desires  that  we  should  borrow. 

Senator  WALKER.— We  might  impose 
direct  taxation.  I  am  not  prepared  to  say 
that  we  should  not  impose  an  income  tax, 
as  we  have  the  right  to  impose  direct_taxa- 
ti<Mi,  but  I  believe  that  a  land  tax  should 
be  left  to  the  States  Parliaments.  Pwhaps 
I  have  occupied  the  time  of  the  Senate  too 
long,  but  I  should  like  to  conclude  by  say- 
ing that,  so  far  as  the  representatives  of 
the  Government  in  the  Senate  are  con- 
cerned— Senators  Pearce  and  McGregor— 
they  never  stood  higher  in  my  estimation 
than  they  do  to-day. 

Senator  McGREGOR  (South  Australia 
— Vice-President  of  the  Executive  Council) 
[3.39]. — I  was  rather  annoyed  that  I 
missed  the  opportunity  to  rise  after 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition.  I  had  fully 
intended  to  do  so,  but  Senator  Walker  was 
rather  too  nimble  for  me.  However,  since 
I  have  listened  to  the  honorable  senator, 
and  in  view  of  the  very  brief  speech  of 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  I  think  I 
have  every  reason  to  be  thankful  that  Sena- 
tor Walker  preceded  me.  The  leader  of 
the  Opposition  stated  that  in  view  of  some- 
thing that  has  occurred,  or  "is  occurring 
somewhere— I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  at 
the  Grand  Hotel  or  within  the  ipredncts 
of  t"he  Common\fMtWiyftrlS£M^Wouse— 
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it  was  uonecessary,  so  far  as  he  was  con- 
cerned, to  deal  with  the  l^slation 
fweshadowed  by  the  present  Government. 
He  thou^t  it  wisest  to  deal  oa\y  with 
questions  of  administraticKi.  Personally,  I 
think  that  his  list  of  grievances  is  a  very 
limited  one.  When  the  only  complaint 
which  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  in 
this  Chamber  has  to  make  is  one  of  such 
an  instgnificant  character  as  that  voiced  by 

SenatOT  Millen  

Senator  Millen. — I  did  not  make  it  as 
a  complaint.  I  congratulated  the  Govern- 
ment upon  the  distribution  of  the  state- 
maits  contained  in  the  publication  in  ques- 
tion. 

Senator  McGREGOR. — I  heard  what 
the  honorable  senator  said.  We  alt  know 
that  the  congratulations  of  some  persons 
are  like  the  crowing  of  a  game  cock — they 
are  only  an  invitatl(xi  to  battle.  When 
congratulaticms  are  showered  upon  us  by 
honorable  senators  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  Chamber  I  am  justif^  in  being 
suspicious  of  them. 

Senator  Walker. — I  tried  to  be  fair  to 
the  honorable  senator. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— I  sympathise 
with  the  leader  of  the  Opposition.  I  know 
that  he  is  far  too  fair-minded  to  manufac- 
ture grievances  against  the  Government  in 
the  way  that  has  been  customary  with  other 
prominent  men  in  the  Comrawi wealth.  On 
behalf  of  the  Government,  I  feel  flattered 
to  learn  that  the  only  grievance  which  be 
harbours  is  that  to  which  he  has  already 
given  expression.  I  am  sure  that  if  his 
ncuteness  could  have  ferreted  out  any 
other  complaint  he  would  have  been  the 
first  to  voice  it,  and  thus  to  have  let  the 
country  know  it. 

Senator  W.  Russell. — What  about  his 
conversion  ? 

Senator  McGREGOR. — I  have  nothing 
to  do  with  the  ccHiversi<Mi  of  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition  in  this  Chamber,  or  of  that 
of  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  elsewhere. 
Upon  the  present  oocaadon  I  wish  to  confine 
my  remarks  to  the  criticisms  which  have 
been  levelled  against  the  Government. 
Senator  Millen  has  quoted  from  a  produc- 
tion which,  it  is  said,  has  been  sub- 
sidizcii  to  some  extent  by  the  Govern- 
ment, and  he  assured  us  that  from 
the  words  printed  in  that  publication 
he  wotild  confound  ever>  supporter 
of  the  Ministry  so  far  as  the  question  of 
the  land  available  for  closer  settlement  in 
the  CoRunonwealth  was  concerned.  But 


how  did  he  seek  to  attain  his  object  ?  Did 
he  attempt  to  achieve  it  in  a  straightfw- 
wanj  manner,  as  is  his  custwn?  No.  He 
began  by  detaching  certain  words  from  the 
article  which  he  quoted,  and  by  oxinecting. 
than,  without  any  regard  for  the  positicm 
which  tbey  oocupied  in  Aat  article. 

Senator  Millen. — Show  me  a  single  in- 
stance in  whidi  a  quotaticHi  which  I  made 
was  misconstrued 

Senator  McGREGOR.— The  honorable 
senator  by  detaching  certain  words  from 
the  article  in  the  Clarion  sought  to  make 
a  text  uptm  which  he  could  hang  a  few 
arguments  of  a  very  indifferent  character. 
His  quotation  was  to  the  effect  that  there 
were  vast  areas  of  land  still  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  Crown.  I  challenge  him  or  any 
other  honorable  senator  to  pcnnt  to  a  nngle 
instance  in  whkh  any  member  of  the  La- 
bour Party  has  at  any  time  stated  that 
there  were  not  large  areas  still  in  posses- 
sion of  the  Crown.  But  in  respect  of  all 
those  lands  in  North  Queensland  and  the 
Northern  Territory  to  which  reference  is 
made — lands  which  are  capable  of  pro- 
ducing sugar~I  ask  him  whether  there  is 
any  means  of  obtaining  access  to  them  at 
the  present  time  ?  Would  he  as  a  member 
of  a  Government  advise  that  immigrants 
should  be  brought  out  and  dumped  dowr>  ' 
there,  when  he  knows  that  it  would  be 
impossible  for  them  to  earn  a  livdihood 
there  within  a  reasonable  period? 

Senator  Millen. — Then,  why  did  the 
Government  send  that  message  to  Ger- 
many? 

Senator  McGREGOR.— We  sent  it  to  Ger- 
many, Italy,  France,  and  Great  Britain  for 
the  purpose  of  informing  their  people.of  the 
sort  of  country  that  Australia  is.  I  tell 
the  honorable  senator,  further,  that  our 
action  was  taken  in  anticipation  of  the 
policy  of  the  Government  being  carried 
into  effect.  We  wanted  so  to  improve  the 
conditions  which  obtain  in  Australia  that 
that  immigraticm  about  which  we  hear  so 
much  would  speedily  set  in. 

Senator  Needham. — That  is  the  reason 
why  the  fusitm  movement  has  set  in. 

Senator  McGREGOR.  —  Never  mind 
about  fusion  at  the  present  time.  We  can 
see  about  that  later.  It  is  true  that  in  Aus- 
tralia there  are  immense  areas  still  in 
possession  of  the  Crown.  There  are  mil- 
\\ons  of  acres  in  Central  ^stralia  upon 
which  it  is  impossible  for  either  immigrants 
or  our  own  residents  tp~>  make  a  living 
within  a  reason*lrifeeii)ftr»dQ0gi^to  the 
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difficulties  which  obtain  in  the  matter  of 
communication.  In  South  Australia  there 
is  a  place  called  Ailtunga  where  there  is 
a  [H'ospect  of  muiing  operations  yielding  a 
return  of  two  ounces  of  gold  per  ton,  but 
owing  to  the  difficulty  of  getting  stcH-es  and 
machinery  there  at  anything  like  a  reason- 
able cost  it  is  impossible  for  population  to 
settle  there.  On  the  way  to  Western  Aus- 
tralia there  is  another  place  called  Tar- 
coola — a  mining  centre  located  upon  Crown 
lands — 280  miles  distant  from  any  facili- 
ties which  would  enable  it  to  obtain  goods 
or  machinery.  Would  Senator  Millen 
transport  immigrants  to  a  place  like  that, 
e\'en  though  there  was  untold  wealth  be- 
neath their  feet,  when  he  knows  that  it 
would  be  impossible  for  them  to  earn  a 
livelihood?  Yet  that  is  the  sort  of  thing 
to  which  we  have  been  forced  to  listen. 
The  honorable  senator  has  taken  a  phrase 
out  of  the  article  from  which  he  quoted  and 
has  attempted  to  hang -sound  arguments 
upon  it,  but  with  very  little  success.  When 
the  Minister  of  External  Affairs  recom- 
mended the  adoption  of  the  form  of  adver- 
ti.sement  which  appears  in  the  Clarion  he 
did  so  to  distinguish  it  from  the  class  of 
advertisements  which  have  previously  ap- 
peared in  English  publicatkxis. 

Senator  RIillen. — I  entirely  ccHnm^d 
the  Government  for  doing  that. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— I  am  sure  that 
honorable  senators  have  seen  copies  of  the 
Standard  of  Empire  and  of  the  advertise- 
ments which  appeared  in  that  journal.  The 
advertisement  which  is  contained  in  the 
Clarion  b  far  in  advance  of  anything  of 
that  kind  from  the  stand-point  of  convey- 
ing to  the  people  of  Great  Britain  a  fair 
idea  of  the  conditions  which  obtain  in  Aus- 
tralia. If  hcMiorable  senators  will  ex- 
amine the  Clarion  of  ist  March  last  they 
will  see  that  the  advertisement  which  it 
cmtains  is  one  of  the  best  that  has  yet  been 
put  before  the  public  of  the  Old  World. 

Senat<M'  Mellen. — Upon  the  whole  it  is 
an  excellent  productitxt. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— The  honorable 
senatCM-  stated  several  times  during  his  speech 
that  the  Government  had  expended  ^Q^oo 
upon  the  publication  in  question.  I  know 
that  he  is  willing  to  be  corrected,  and  J 
want  to  tell  him  that  the  full  issue  pur- 
chased by  the  Govemmeit  numbered  7,000 
copies,  3,000  of  whidi  were  distributed  in 
Great  Britain,  1,350  in  France,  1,250  in 
Germany,  and  1,250  in  Italy.  The  whole 
cost  incurred  by  the  Government  was  oaiy 
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1^22$.  It  was  because  the  Minister  con- 
sidered that  the  offer  was  the  cheapest 
that  the  Commonwealth  had  had  fcnr  effec- 
tively advertising  Australian  conditions 
that  it  was  accepted.  If  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  brought  this  matter  forward  as 
an  argument  against  the  policy  of  the  Go- 
vernment in  respect  of  its  progressive  land 
tax  proposals  it  was  about  the  weakest 
argument  which  he  could  have  adduced, 
because  the  publication  in  question  shows 
that  Australia  is  a  country  which  is  cap- 
able of  the  greatest  development.  To  my 
mind  its  possibilities  surpass  th<^  of  any 
other  country  in  the  world.  With  good 
government  and  proper  legislation  by  this 
Parliament  I  am  sure  that  such  conditions 
will  be  brought  about  that  no  trouble  will 
be  experienced  in  attracting  immrgrants. 
It  has  been  repeatedly  stated  that  the  La- 
bour Party  is  opposed  to  immigration. 
Everywhere  that  I  have  had  an  opportunity 
of  doing  so  I  have  given  that  statement  the 
most  emphatic  denial,  and  every  member 
of  the  party  to  which  I  belong  is  prepared 
to  do  the  same  thing.  Every  believer  in 
the  Labour  Party  will  echo  the  same  sen- 
timents. We  are  not  opposed  to  immigra- 
tion. We  recognise  that  there  is  room  in 
Australia  for  millions  more  people  than 
are  here  at  the  present  time.  But  we  first 
desire  the  establishment  of  cwiditions  which 
will  induce  immigrants  to  crane  to  our 
shores.  Senatcw  Walker  told  us — and  the 
letter  whirfi  he  read  suggested  it — ^that 
there  is  some  bar  to  the  admission  of  im- 
migrants to  Australia.  Can  any  honor- 
able senator  point  to  any  act  of  the  Labour 
Party  which  has  imposed  a  bar  upon  the 
free  admission  of  immigrants  from  any 
European  country,  and  particularly  from 
Great  Bjitain,  to  Australia?  I  am  sure 
that  Senator  Walker  is  too  honest  to 
suggest  anything  of  the  kind,  and  conse- 
quently it  must  have  been  suggested  to  him. 
Any  man  or  wanan"  can  come  here  from 
France,  Germany,  Italy,  Austria,  or  any 
other  European  country.  There  is  nothing  to 
prevent  them,  unless  they  come  under  some 
restriction  in  connexion  with  lunacy,  con- 
tagious diseases,  or  past  conduct  of  a 
criminal  character.  As  long  as  they  are 
healthy,  hcmest,  well-intentioned  people, 
and  have  money  to  pay  their  passages  to 
Australia  they  are  as  welcome  here  as  is 
any  one  who  is  in  the  country  at  the  pre- 
sent time.  Honorable  senators  opposite 
know  that.  Thev  have  known  it  aU  along, 
and  I  do.  not  fii9tVw^ti|iiFhyiQ^L@iould 
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repeatedly  make  the  statement  that  there  is 
some  bar  against  immigrants  of  a  suitable 
character  craning  to  this  country.  Senator 
Walker  read  a  letter  that  was  published  in 
the  Sunday  Times,  Sydney.  I  am  sur- 
prised at  that  honorable  senator  reading  a 
newspaper  published  on  a  Sunday — such  a 
good  Presbyterian  as  he  is,  too !  Now,  I 
happened  to  be  in  a  house  at  Leichbardt  on 
the  very  Sunday  whm  the  particular  issue 
of  the  Sunday  Times  referred  to  was  pub- 
lished. The  people  of  the  house  were  Pres- 
byterians, but  they  were  not  so  fanatical  as 
not  to  get  the  Sunday  Times.  That  very 
letter  was  read  to  me,  and,  from  the 
moment  when  the  signature  was  announced, 
I  said,  "  That  must  have  been  written  in 
the  office  of  the  newspaper,  because  any 
honest  immigrant  coming  from  any  part  of 
the  world,  and  meeting  with  the  success  in- 
dicated, would  ne\'er  be  ashamed  to  sign 
his  name.*'  I  know  too  much  of  that  sort 
of  thing.  I  know  that  such  letters  are 
published  for  a  purpose.  There  js 
another  thing  which  I  should  like  to  say 
to  my  honorable  friends  opposite  in  con- 
nexion with  immigration.  During  the  last 
few  months  I  have  travelled  a  good  deal 
in  Australia.  At  Warwick,  in  Queensland, 
I  met  two  young  immigrants  who  had  come 
out  to  Australia  and  were  looking  for  land. 
M  the  time  when  I  met  them  they  had  been 
in  this  country  three  months,  but  they  had 
not  been  able  to  get  land,  and  they  expected 
that  before  there  was  any  chance  of  getting 
it  all  the  money  they  had  with  them  would 
be  spent.  Th^  are  still  looking  for  it. 
In  Toowoomba,  I  met  another  gentleman 
who  had  brought  two  sons  to  Australia. 
They  were  commg  down  to  Goulbum,  New 
South  Wales.  This  gentleman  could  neither 
get  land*  for  himself  nor  for  his  sons, 
whom  he  was  prepared  to  settle  if  he 
tould  get  suitable  land  for  the  purpose. 
But  he  had  no  chance  of  getting  it.  He 
conversed  with  the  Prime  Minister  and  my- 
self, and  when  he  heard  the  policy  which 
we  advocated,  although  he  had  ne^er  taken 
any  interest  in  the  Labour  Party  before,  he 
expressed  himself  as  glad  that  he  had 
met  us  and  very  pleased  with  the 
policy  which  we  outlined,  and  said 
that  henceforth  he  would  do  all  he 
could  to  spread  the  gospel  of  labour 
wherever  he  went.  These  are  cases  that  I 
do  not  need  to  go  to  the  Sunday  Times  to 
read  about.  They  are  instances  which  I 
have  met  myself.  I  do  not  think,  however, 
that  there  is  any  great  benefit  to  be  derived 
from  dwelling  further  on  what  has  been 
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said  by  the  leader  of  the  Oppositicvi. 
I  never  knew  his  remarks  on  such 
an  occasion  to  be  so  short.  I 
never  saw  him  placed  in  such  a  ixKition 
during  my  experience  in  the  Senate,  and, 
as  far  as  policy  is  concerned,  he  abso- 
lutely had  not  a  word  to  say,  because  he 
knows  that  in  days  gone  by  he  himself 
had  a  very  kindly  leaning  towards  land 
values  taxatiwi.  He  may  be  hedging  a 
little  bit  at  the  present  time,  and  pro 
bably  did  not  want  to  say  too  much. 
As  far  as  relates  to  anything  that  has  trans- 
pired, or  is  transpiring — as  referred  to  by 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition — all  that  I 
have  to  say  is  that  what  i.>;  taking  place  is 
about  the  most  peculiar  political  syzygium 
that  I  ever  met  with.  It  seems  to  be  a 
kind  of  ctHiservative-liberal  democracy.  Per- 
sons holding  every  profession  of  politics  are 
joining  together.  But  there  is  one  thing 
that  I  can  safely  say  about  it.  It  will  be 
peculiar  if  such  ft  combination  holds  to- 
gether with  the  firmness  and  determina- 
tion that  exists  in  the  ranks  of  the  Labour 
Party.  I  said  that  I  was  very  glad  that 
Senator  Walker  had  had  an  opportunity  to 
make  a  few  remarks  before  I  followed  the 
leader  of  the  Oppositi(Xi.  There  is  a  oon- 
smsus  of  opinion  amtHigst  those  hetero- 
geneous elements  that  have  "fused** 
lately,  that  protection  is  the  proper  policy 
for  Australia.  I  wonder  what  staunch 
free-traders  like  Senator  Pulsford  and 
Senator  Walker  have  to  say  about  the  pre- 
sent position  in  that  respect.  But  I  must  i 
thank  Senator  Walker  sincerely  and  hon- 
estly for  the  very  kind  things  he  said  about  , 
the  present  Government.  I  believe  firmly 
that  everything  he  said  is  really  true.  I  I 
have  travelled  with  the  Prime  Minister  ' 
through  most  <tf  Australia,  and  everywhere  , 
we  went  evidences  were  abundantly  pre-  | 
sented  to  us  that,  both  cm  personal  grounds  , 
and  because  of  the  policy  which  he  repre- 
sents, the  Prime  Minister  is  becoming  im- 
mensely popular.  Senator  Walker  was  very 
kind  in  acknowledging  the  fact  But  the 
honorable  senator  branched  off  to  an  attack 
upon  the  defence  policy  of  the  party  lo 
which  I  belong.  He  says  that,  in  his 
opinim,  and  the  opinion  of  the  general 
public,  the  naval  subsidy  to  Great  Britain 
should  be  increased,  and  that  we  should 
also  donate  a  Dreadnought  to  the  Mother 
Country.  At  the  same  time  he  believes  that  > 
we  should  proceed  with  our  own  local  de- 
fence. Senator  Walker  is^satisfied  that  the 
majority  of  the}i|iiiiy)j;  ^iQlf^t  pinion. 
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Now  I  say,  on  the  contrary,  that  the  ma-  Senator    McGREGOR. — I    had  every 

jority  of  the  public  do  not  believe  in  any-  bit  of  it  read  to  me.   The  honorable  sena- 

thing  of  the  kind,    I  say  further  that  the  tor  is  referring  to  Ihe  fact  that  Vice- 

majority  of  the  leading  statesmen  in  Great  Admiral  Poore  said  that  he  would  like 

Britain  do  not  believe  in  the  policy  which  Australia  to  defend  herself,  and  present 

the  btnioraJUe  senator  suppwts.  Dreadnoughts,  and  do  a  great  many  other 

Senator  Givens. — The  party  which  things.  But  the  whole  tenor  of  his  re- 
Senator  Walker  supprats  will  not  dare  to  marks  was  that  our  first  duty  was  to  de- 
propose  the  giving  of  a  Dreadnought,  not-  fend  ourselves,  and  then  (rffer  something 
withstanding  all  their  cry.  to  somrfxxiy   else.      When  the  LabcHir 

Senator  McGREGOR. — I  will  tell  the  Government  came  into  power  they  were  not 

Senate  what  I  think  of  that  matter  before  I  slow  to  investigate  the  whole  situation,  in 

have  finished.    The  defence  policy  of  the  <»der  to  find  out,  not  <Mily  what  the  feeling 

present  Government  has  be»i  the  policy  of  in  Australia  was,  but  also  what  the  feeling 

the  Labour  Party  ever  nnoe  it  came  into  the  in  the  Old  Country  was,  in  order  that 

Federal  Parliament.   We  have  cHiIy  to  turn  they  might  take  action  on  the  informatifxi 

back  to  Hansard  for  1903,  when  the  pre-  that   they  gained   from   these  inquiries, 

salt  subsidy  was  under  discussion,  and  we  The  result  was  our  axnmencement  with 

shall  find  that  the  then  leader  of  the  Labour  the  nucleus  of  a  naval  force  for  tfie  defence 

Party,  the  present  leader  of  the  Labour  of  Australia.      But  no  sooner  had  the 

Party,  I  myself  in  the  Senate,  and  many  Labour  Government  enunciated  a  policy  of 

othi^,  outlined  the  kind  of  defence  that  we  this  description  than  people  who  were  op- 

conadered  best  suited  to  Australia.    The  posed  to  the  labour  policy,  without  having 

greatest  authorities  in  Great  Britain  acknow-  the  same  informaticm,   at  orice  hurried 

ledge  to-day,  after  six  or  seven  years,  that  into  the  field,  condemning  us  for  what  we 

we  were  right  at  that  time.    Lord  Tweed-  had  done  without  the  authority  of  Par- 

mooth  himself  says  that  it  would  be  of  very  liament.  They  advocated,  however,  some- 

gieat  advantage  to  the  British  Empire  if  thing  else  that  involved  (he  expendituie 

Australia,  South  Africa,  and  Canada  would  of  a  far  greater  amount  of  nuHiey  than  was 

begin  to  build  fleets  of  vessels  of  their  own,  cwitemplated  by  the  action  of  the  Labour 

and  he  pmnts  out  what  an  assistance  they  Party.  Senator  Walker  says  that  we  could 

would  be  to  the  fleets  of  the  Mother  Coun-  easily  get  money  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 

try  if  thev  knew  that  there  were  in  Aus-  senting  a  Dreadnought  to  the  Old  Coun- 

tralia.  South  Africa,  and  Canada,  small  try.     But   let  me  ask   Senator  Walker 

vessels  ready  to  hand,  well  equipped,  and  whether,  if  he  wanted  to  make  a  present 

manned  by  trained  men,  prepared  to  join  to  his  parents,  or  to  his  elder  brother,  or 

in  the  defence,  not  only  of  the  Dcnninions  to  any^other  relation,  he  would  first  go 

to  which  thev  belong,  ibut  of  the  Empire  it-  to  them  and  borrow  the  money  to  pay  for 

self           '  the  present?    How  ridiculous  it  would  be 

Senator  W.  Russell.— What  has  the  if  be  went  to  a  relative  and  asked  for  the 

Governor  of  South  Australia  said?  loan  of  '£$,000  in  order  to  make  a  present 

Senator  McGREGOR.— I  need  hardly  ^"^ ' 

quote  the  Governor  of  South  Australia.  Senator  Walker.— Is  not  the  honorable 

I  need  hardlv  quote  such  eminent  autho-  senator  aware  that  two  banks  of  Australia 

rities   as   Lwd   Charles  Beresford,    Mr.  offered  the  Federal  Government  ;£2,ooo,ooo 

Alfred  Lyttieton,  and  many  others.  for  this  purpose? 

Senator  Pearce.— Including  Vice-Ad-  Senator  McGREGOR.— I  am  aware  of 

miral  Foore.  ^   these  things.      None  of  them  has 

Senator    McGREGOR.  —  Of    course,  escaped  my  notice.    But  it  does  not  matter 

Vice-Admiral   Poore  is  not  so  good  an  whether  banks  in  Australia  or  banks  in 

authoritv    as    is    Senator  Gray,  Senator  England  lent  us  the  money.    It  would  be 

Walker.'   or    Senator    Pulsford.      They  a  loan  just  the  same.    And  the  ridiculous 

know  far  more  about  the  requirements  of  Pa^  of  it  is  that  Senator  Walker  would 

Australia   and  of   the   British   Empire,  ^"^^  i;2,ooo,ooo  to  present  a  Dread- 

than  do  men  who  have  spent  their  liv4  in  the  Old  Country,  and  would 

tiie  navy.  leave  the  children  of  the  present  generation 

Senator  Walker.— Did  not  the  honor-  of       people  of  Australia  to  pay  for  it. 

able  senator  read  Vice-Admiral  Poore's  Senator  Walker. — ^We  /ceuld  oav  the 


addresB  tfie  other  day? 
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Senator  McGREGOR. — But  the  present 
generation  would  be  dead  before  there 
would  be  sufficient  mcxiey  in  the  sinking 
fund  to  pay  crff  the  ;£2,ooo,ooo.  We.should 
have  the  credit  of  presenting  the  Dread- 
nought, and  should  pass  on  the  HabiHty  of 
paying  for  it  to  a  future  generation.  The 
meanness  of  the  proposition  ought  to  be 
apparent  to  almost  everybody. 

Senator  Walkeie. — The  hwiorable  sena- 
tor seems  to  forget  that  a  Dreadnought  fund 

is  being  collected  for  the  very  purp(Me. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— I  am  very  glad 
that  the  honorable  senator  has  reminded 
me  of  that  fact,  as  I  desire  to  object  to 
the  methods  which  have  been  adopted  for 
the  collection  of  the  fund.    To  the  very 
schools  they  send  round  circulars  asking 
the  children  to  pay  into  the  fund  the 
pennies  which  they  get  for  other  purposes, 
and  even  the  civil  servants  are  being  com- 
pelled or  cajoled  into  subscribing  to  it. 
I  have  l)een  told  that  at  one  of  the  agricul- 
tural shows  near  Sydney,  where  there  was 
a   concourse   of    people    numbering  over 
100,000,   about  ;^5,ooo  or  ^£6,000  was 
paid  for  admission,  while  the  amount  they 
subscribed  to  the  Dreadnought  fund  was 
twenty  shillings.    Yet  Senator  Walker  will 
come  here  and  tell  us  that  there  is  a  general 
feeling  amongst  the  people  of  Australia 
that  this  thing  ought  to  be  done.  After  all 
this  striving  and  cajoling  for  at  least  four 
months,  what  does  the  fund  in  New  South 
Wales  amount  to?     It  does  not  reach 
;£7o,ooo.    That  would  hardlv  buy  a  fun- 
nel for  a  Dreadnought,  and  I  am  sure  that 
Senator  Needham  can  post  Senator  Walker 
on  that  point.    As  regards  the  defence  of 
Australia,  1  think  that  the  policy  advo- 
cated by  the  present  Government  will  have 
the  effect  of  making  people,  young  and  olo, 
rely  upon  themselves  for  their  own  pro- 
tection.      That  is  the  spirit  which  the 
statesmen  of  Great  Britain  want  to  encour- 
age in  the  outlying  Dnninicxis,  so  that  it 
will  come  to  the  front  when  the  whole  Em- 
pire may  be  in  danger,  or  in  a  crisis.  I 
am  sure  that  when  Senator  Walker  was  a 
boy  his  parents  always  protected  him,  but 
if  a  boy  was  not  able  to  protect  himself 
against  an  enemy  of  his  own  age  and  size 
his  parents  would  despise  him.    That  was 
the   way   in  which   I   was  brought  up. 
My    father   and   mother   would  always 
protect    me    against  any  <me  who  was 
stronger  than  myself,  but  if  I  coufif  nd 
protect  myself  against  my  equals  I  got  very 
little  sympathy  from  them.    It  is  exactly 


the  same  in  the  Britiiih  Empire.    If  the 
children  of  Great  Britain  are  not  prepared 
to  protect  themselves,  or  to  do  something 
for  their  own  protection  against  enemies 
which  may  raid  their  coasts  from  time  to 
time,  then  neither  the  people  nor  the  Go- 
vernment of  Great  Britain  can  have  any 
great  appreciation  ot  us.    Consequently  I 
hold  that  the  policy  put  forward  by  the 
present  Government  is  the  best  one  in  the 
interests  of  Australia.       Senator  Walker 
dealt  with  the  questicm  of  immigration, 
which  was  briefly  referred  to  by  his  leader. 
I   want   to  tell   honorable  senators  and 
readers  of  Hansard  the  real  facts  with 
respect  to  the  position  of  Australia.  I 
have  already  shown  that  immigrants  have 
come  here  and  met  with  disappointment. 
Every  man  can  realise  that  the  accounts 
they  will  send  away  will  not  encourage  th^r 
friends  in  Great  Britain  or  elsewhere  to 
follow  their  example;    We  know  that  in 
the  big  cities  of  Australia  there  are  thou- 
sands of  men  and  wcHnen  who  are  unable 
to  find  OTiployment,  or  to  earn  sufficient  to 
keep  themselves  and  their  families.  All 
these  persons  have  relatives  in  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  they  will  not  advise  their  friends 
to  come  to  Australia.    But  when  the  con- 
ditions are  improved  as  I  have  indicated, 
so  that  every,  man,  w<Hnan,  and  child  in 
Australia  shall  have  ample  c^portunities 
for  making  a  good  livings  then  they  will 
be  able  to  invite  their  friends  to  oome  here. 
I  desire  briefly  to  acquaint  honorable  sena- 
tors with  the  actual  conditions.    In  every 
community  it  is  always  the  best  land  which 
is  first  alienated.      Those  who  have  the 
first  choice  do  not  take  the  worst  land. 
Approximately,  New  South  Wales  contains 
200,000,000  acres  of  land  good,  bad,  and 
indifferent,  and  of  that  area  50,500,000 
acres  have  already  been  alienated.  That 
is  one  quarter  of  the  total  area.  Does 
Senatcn-  Walker  take  in  that  fact? 

Senator  Walker. — I  am  aware  that 
three-quarters  of  the  total  area  have  not 
yet  been  alienated. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— Yes ;  but  in 
what  relation  does  the  unalienated  land 
stand  to  the  railways  and  means  of  com- 
munication? In  New  South  Wales,  as  in 
other  States,  an  attempt  is  being  made  to 
settle  people  on  the  land.  I  want  to  tell 
Senator  Walker  the  enormous  effect  which 
that  attempt  has  had,  and  what,  so  far  as 
his  State  is  concerned,  he  has  to  crow 
about.  Out  of  the  50^500,000 .acres  of 
alienated  land,  Doldfi  b9,V5oi>0gltes  are 
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under  cultivatkMi.  During  the  last  twelve 
months  an  additional  area  of  500,000  acres 
has  been  alienated;  but  during  that  period 
there  have  been  250,000  less  acres  under 
cultivation  than  in  the  previous  year.  Al- 
though an  attempt  is  being  made  to  settle 
people  on  the  land,  it  is  being  aggregated 
into  larger  estates  at  (me  end  faster  than 
it  is  being  settled  at  the  other.  Conse- 
quently, instead  of  the  rural  populati<Ki  of 
the  State  increasing,  it  is  diminishing.  I 
have  heard  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
here  say  that  this  may  only  apply  to  the 
west-central  district,  where  the  land  is  not 
so  valuable,  but  if  he  will  consult  the  agri- 
cultural statistics  of  his  State  he  will  feid 
that  it  exists  in  almost  every  district,  and 
that  in  the  best  districts  it  exists  to  the 
greatest  extent.  That  shows  that  it  is  nearly 
time  that  something  was  d<xie  to  put  a  stop 
to  the  gradual  aggregation  of  land  into 
Urge  estates. 

Senator  W.  Russell. — From  Yass  to 
Queanbeyan  there  are  very  few  families 
livinfT  on  the  land. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— Yes,  I  know 
that.  Victoria  contains  an  area  of  about 
56,500,000  acres,  and  nearly  one  half  of 
that  area  has  been  alienated.  The  area 
cultivated  is  about  3,250,000  acres.  During 
the  last  twelve  months  there  ha§  been  an  ad- 
diticHial  area  of  500,000  acres  alienated,  and 
there  has  been  7 1 .000  acres  less  under  culti- 
vation ;  showing  that  the  same  ccmditicwi  pf 
things  exists  here  as  in  New  South  Wales. 
It  also  exists  in  Queoisland.  I  hdd  in  my 
hand  a  return  showing  the  alienated  land 
in  each  State,  the  increase  in  alienatioi, 
and  the  decrease  in  cultivation.  In  South 
Australia,  during  last  vear,  there  was  an 
increase  of  500,000  acres  in  alienation,  and 
an  increase  of  114,000  acres  in  cultivation. 
Nearly  350,000  acres  of  that  additional 
alienati<m  have  not  been  cultivated.  Honor- 
able senators,  when  they  ccMisider  these 
things,  will  rec(^;nise,  I  think,  that  it  is 
the  duty  of  any  Government  to  take  some 
action,  and  the  present  Government  think 
that  tfie  best  course  is  to  impose  such  a 
tax  on.  not  the  area,  but  the  value  of  the 
land,  as  will  prevent  speculation  in  land 
and  conduce  to  it  being  put  to  the  purposes 
for  which  it  is  most  naturally  fitted.  That  is 
the  object  of  the  policv  of  the  present  Go- 
vernment so  far  as  taxatiOT  is  concerned. 
As  rei^ards  a  progressive  tax  on  land  values, 
with  the  exception  of  absentees,  we  do  not 
tntoid  to  start  with  that  until  we  reach 
estates  not  of  5,000  acres,  but  <^  j£s,ooo 
in  value.     Senator  Walker  told  us  that 


although  some  land  had  increased  in  value 
other  land  had  decreased  in  value.  Does 
he  know  the  real  condition  of  things?  In 
VictOTia  the  alienated  27,000,000  acres  re- 
turned to  the  Crown  j^^ji, 000,000,  and  to- 
day that  land  is  worth  ;^i3i,ooo,ooo. 
Does  that  look  as  if  there  was  any  natural 
decrease  anywhere? 

Senator  Walker. — Ob,  is  tb^  not  ? 

Senator  McGREGOR.— The  alienated 
50,000,000  acres  in  New  South  Wales  re- 
turned very  little  over  per  acre  to  the 
Crown,    and    the    land    is    now  worth 

50, 000,000. 

Senator  Walker. — The  honorable  sena- 
tor knows  that  I  referred  to  individual 
cases. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— Those  cases  are 
very  few  and  far  between,  and  th^  are  so 
overshadowed  by  the  encurmous  increase  in 
values  generally  that,  except  by  a  micro- 
scopic investigation,  they  could  not  be  dis- 
covered. In  Soudi  Australia  9,500,000 
acres  have  been  alienated.  That  land  did 
not  produce  j£i  per  acre  to  the  Crown,  and 
it  is  now  worth  ^27,000,000,  according  to 
the  assessments,  after  appeals  have  been 
dealt  with. 

Senator  Walker. — The  Government  have 
had  the  use  of  that  money  all  these  years. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— Yes,  and  the 
owners  and  occupiers  have  had  the  use  of 
the  land  for  aft  these  years.  I  remind 
the  honn-able  senator  that  some  States  have 
borrowed  enonnous  sums  for  building  rail- 
ways, carrying  out  water  conservation 
works  and  oxistnicting  roads.  All  that 
expenditure  went  to  ei^nce  the  value  of 
land.  Who  does  my  honorable  friend  say 
should  pay  the  interest  on  that  bor- 
rowed money?  He  was  good  enough  to 
put  the  case  of  a  man  who  was  offered 
j£i,ooo  for  a  block  of  1,000  acres,  and 
to  point  out  that  if  a  tax  were  imposed  it 
would  take  ^£200  off  the  value,  and  the 
man  would  then  get  only  j£ioo  for  his 
blodL  Suppose  that  in  s<Hne  favoured 
locatitv  in  New  South  Wales  the  honorable 
senator  had  bought  1,000  acres  fot 
;£i,ooo ;  and  suppose,  too,  that  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  State  had  borrowed 
;^2,ooo,ooo  or  ;^3,ooo,ooo,  and  with  that 
money  had  constructed  adjacent  to  his 
block  a  railwav.  or  carried  out  water  con- 
servation works,  or  made  other  im- 
provements which  had  irjcreased  the 
value  of  his  holding  to  ^£3,000. 
Without  doing  anything  to  it  himself  he 
would  have  benefited  to^^the  extent  of 
;^2,ooo.   Who  slsiqiiiydp^^Litiitfd^ISi  that 
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amount,  received  through  the  npenditure 
of  public  mwiey  ?  Does  S^tor  Walker  wish 
me  to  believe  that  he  thinks  that  the  artisan, 
the  professional  men,  and  the  business  men 
in  the  city  should  gay  the  interest  on  that 
;£2,ooo?  If  he  does,  I  hold  his  judgment 
in  less  esteem  than  I  did.  I  know  that 
in  honesty  the  honorable  senator  would 
admit  that  the  man  who  received  the  benefit 
^Kiuld  pay  the  interest  on  that  ;^2,ooo. 

Saiator  Walkek. — If  the  honoraUe 
senator  will  excuse  me,  I  said  it  ought  to 
be  for  local  taxation. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— The  honorable 
senator  is  always  in  favour  of  something 
other  than  the  proposal  immediately  before 
him.  Probably  if  local  taxaticm  were  pro- 
posed he  would  not  be  inclined  to  go  in 
that  direction  either. 

Senator  Walker. — I  have  always  be- 
lieved in  local  taxation. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— I  know  the  ob- 
jections that  are  continually  raised  by  hon- 
orable senators  opposite.  When  anv  pro- 
position is  made,  they  say,  "  That  is  not 
the  way  in  which  it  ought  to  be  done ;  it 
ought  to  be  done  in  some  other  way,"  and 
if  it  were  proposed  to  do  it  in  that  other 
way,  they  would  say  that  it  ought  to  be 
done  in  yet  another  way.  They  are  always 
against  the  way  proposed,  and  for  that 
reason  I  ckmbt  their  sincerity  in  carrying 
out  a  policy,  even  though  it  would  be  ad- 
vocated by  thonselves.  If  this  progressive 
tax  on  land  values  were  imposed,  its*  first 
effect  would  be  to  raise  revenue.  Every- 
one knows  that  if  the  policy  of  the  Labour 
Government,  or  for  that  matter  the  policy 
of  any  other  Government,  whether  created 
by  a  fusion  or  otherwise,  is  to  be  carried 
out,  additional  revenue  will  be  required. 

Senator  Dobson. — And  the  honoraUe 
B«iator  ccHitends  that  exempting  values  up 
to  ;^5,ooo  will  bring  him  revenue. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— Certainly. 

Senatcv  Dobson. — The  proposal  ex- 
empts half  of  the  values  which  might  be 
taxed.  In  Tasmania  it  would  exempt 
j£^i3,ooo,ooo,  and  leave  only  j^ri,ooo,ooo 
for  taxation. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— The  honorable 
senator  is  making  a  mistake;  he  does  not 
understand  the  question  a  little.  I  wish 
to  inform  honorable  senaton  thaX  there  are 
45,000  000  acres  held  in  Australia  in  es- 
tates of  over  10,000  acres  each.  I  have 
stated  the  average  irK:reases  of  value  in 
South  Australia,  VichKia,  and  New  South 
Wales,  since  the  acquisition  of  the  land  by 


the  present  owners,  at  £4,  and  £5 
per  acre.  If  we  are  to  base  any  estimate 
upon  these  figiures  iwe  have  first  of  all  to 
multiply  the  45,000,000  acres  by  whatever 
figure  we  choose,  whether  £3,  £4,  or  £5, 
and  the  lowest  average  is  £3,  and  then  as 
there  is  12  per  oent.  held  in  estates  of 
over  40,000  acres  and  12  per  cent,  in  es- 
tates of  over  30,000  acres,  making  24  per 
oent.  in  estates  of  over  30,000  acres,  bon- 
able  senators  will  see  that  a  tax  of  very 
nearly  3d.  in  the  £1  would  be  die  average 
over  the  whole,  and  would  give  a  revenue 
of  nearly  500,000.  Honorable  senators 
will  say  that  the  owners  would  subdivide 
their  estates;  but  is  not  that  one  of  the 
objects  of  legislation  of  this  description? 
The  first  c^ject  of  the  proposal  is  the  sub- 
divisicKi  of  jand,  in  order  that  it  may  be 
put  to  its  proper  use.  The  next  object  is 
to  raise  rev^ue,  and  then  the  most  im- 
portant feature  of  the  whole  is  that  oooe 
the  land  was  subdivided  a  tax  on  unim- 
proved land  values  would  operate  to  pre- 
vent it  being  aggregated  into  large  estates 
again.  If  tumorable  senators  consider  the 
matter  earnestly  they  must  recognise  that 
to  carry  on  the  subdivision  of  land  under 
existing  ccmditions  without  any  eocxicmic 
bar  to  its  aggregatira  again  into  large  es- 
tates would  mean  that  in  thirty  or  forty 
years*  time  there  would  be  another  agita- 
tion for  the  repurchase  of  the  land  which 
is  being  repurdiased  to-day.  Honorable 
senators  must  acknowledge  that  nothing 
could  have  a  better  effect  in  the  permanent 
settlement  of  land  than  a  progressive  tax 
such  as  that  proposed. 

Senator  Dobson. — The  hcmorable  sena- 
toc  has  not  yet  told  us  anything  about  the 

;^^5,ooo  exemption. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— I  did.  I  said 
that  the  tax  was  to  begin  at  ;£5,ooo,  and 
I  told  the  honorable  senator  also  that 
45,000,000  acres  of  land  is  held  in  estates 
of  over  10,000  acres  each. 

Senator  Walker. — Why  should  there  be 
any  exemption? 

Senator  McGREGOR.— Because  it  may- 
be safely  a^umed  that  if  an  estate  is  under 
£S,ooo  in  value  the  land  is  being  put  to 
good  use.  Again,  in  making  an  exemp- 
tion of  ;^5,ooo  in  value  we  have  some  re- 
cognition of  State  rights.  The  States  Par- 
liaments will  be  able  to  tax  the  values  up 
to  £S>°^  if  thfiy  think  it  necessary  ia-their 
interests.  We  do  not  consider  it  necessary 
in  the  interests  of  closer^^ttlement,  and 
consequently  we  4(3itl?8JbfiW*Ogle 
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Senator  Dobson. — It  is  ofiiy  at  the  last 
tnotnent  that  the  Government  have  sug- 
gested  duLt  the  States  might  tu  up  to 

Senator  McGREGOR.— We  are  going 
<x\  vith  our  policy  all  the  time.  The 
I-ibour  Party  is  the  only  party  in  politics 
at  the  present  time  that  knows  what  it  irw 
tends  to  do.  Senator  Dobson,  in  the  fusion 
<x  caifusion  that  he  finds  himself  in  at  the 
preswit  time,  does  not  know  where'  he  is, 
where  he  is  likely  to  be,  or  where  he  was 
last  week.  The  Labour  Party  has  a  policy 
to  which  it  adheres,  and  it  tries  to  carry 
it  into  effect. 

Senator  Dobson.— Their  land-tax  policy 
is  one  of  injustice. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— I  do  not  know 
about  that.  All  we  desire  is  to  appeal  to 
the  pec^Ie  of  Australia  to  see  what  they 
think  about  it.  If,  in  the  opinion  of  a 
majority  of  the  peoffle,  the  policy  is  un- 
just, it  will  not  be  brought  into  practice 
But  if  they  think  it  Tight,  all  the  Senators 
Dobson  and  Senators  Walker  in  Tasmania 
and  New  South  Wales  will  not  prevent  it 
being  brought  into  effect.  I  propose  to  tell 
Senator  D^son  something  about  his  own 
island. 

Senator  Dobson. — I  have  told  the  hon* 
orable  senator  something  about  it  which  he 
will  not  believe. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— I  tell  the  honor- 
able senator  that,  in  Tasmania,  5,500,000 
acres  have  been  alienated,  that  only 
500,000  acres  of  that  area  have  been 
brought  under  cultivation,  and  that,  in 
twelve  months,  the  increase  in  the  area 
under  cultivation  waj,  only  12,000  acres, 
but  that  alienated  was  half-a-milUon. 
These  figures  show  a  marked  increase  in  the 
progress  of  alienation,  but  not  of  cultiva- 
tion, in  Tasmania.  When  we  remember 
that  in  Tasmania  there  are  only  500,000 
acres  under  cultivaticm,  it  is  no  wonder  that 
the  people  there  are  in  a  poverty-stricken 
condition  at  the  present  time. 

Senator  Dobson. — They  are  not  in  a 
poverty-striclKn  c(xiditi(xi. 

Senator  McGREGOR.  —  Comparatively 
speaking,  the  returns  of  Customs  and 
Eidse  taxation  show  it ,  beca  use  they 
show  that  the  people  of  Tasmania  pay 
about  7s.  per  head  of  population 
less  than  the  people  of  the  two  average 
States  of  Victoria  and  South  Australia. 
They  are  7s.  per  head  poorer  than  are  the 
people  of  the  two  average  States  of  the 
Commonwealth.  I  wish  to  show  how  that 
comes  about  I  do  not  know  whether  Sena- 
tor Dobson  will  believe  it  or  not,  but  my 


authority  is  a  gwtleman  who  ought  to 
know,  because  he  was  educated  for  the  pur- 
pose and  ha»  bad  vast  experienoe.  Pro-  - 
fessOT  Perkins  tells  us  that  the  av^age 
value  per  annum  of  an  acre  of  land  under 
cultivati(»i  is  ^£4  5s.  That  is  not  the  maxi- 
mum or  the  minimum,  but  the  e\-erage 
value.  And  the  average  value  of  an  acre 
of  land  held  for  pastoral  purposes  is 
3s.  lo^d.  per  annum.  If  Taunania  has 
only  500,000  acres  under  cultivation,  that 
area  is  producing  more  revenue  than  the 
5,000,000  alimated  that  are  not  undo'  cul- 
tivation. 

Senator  Dobson. — What  is  the  use  of 
these  statistics  unless  the  honorable  senator 
knows  the  class  of  land  ve  have  in  Tas- 
mania? 

Senator  McGREGOR.— I  have  been  in 
Tasmania  and  I  know  the  class  of  land 
there  is  there.  I  have  seen  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  acres  of  land  in  Tasmania 
suitable  for  cultivation.  Senator  Dobson 
has  had  the  opportunity  of  visiting  other 
countries  of  the  world,  and  I  am  sure  that 
he  has  seen  in  Great  Britain,  Germany, 
Italy,  and  other  countries  he  visited  a  great 
deal  of  land  brought  under  successful  cul- 
tivation that  is  far  worse  than  any  of  the 
land  in  Tasmania.  The  h(»iorable  senator 
must  be  aware  that  the  verge  of  the  real 
develo{»nent  oi  the  island  State  fr<xn  which 
he  comes  has  not  yet  been  touched.  If,  in 
New  South  Wales,  50  per  cent,  of  the  land 
alienated  was  under  cultivati<Hi — and  I  sup- 
pose Senator  Walker  will  tell  us  that  then 
is  no  good  land  in  New  South  Wales, 
though  about  Bathurst  and  other  places  in 
that  State  there  are  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  acres  of  the  best  land  left  almost  in  the 
conditicwi  in  which  the  Almighty  left  it  to 
the  people. 

Senator  Dobson. — Suppose  the  Almighty 
intended  it  for  sheep,  and  not  for  agri- 
culture? The  honorable  senator  is  leaving 
that  out  of  his  calculation. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— The  Almighty 
intended  that  the  land  should  be  put  to  its 
best  use.  When  the  Almightly  gave  the 
world  to  men,  he  told  them  to  cultivate  it, 
and  make  the  best  use  of  it  I  know  the 
honorable  senator  very  well,  and  I  know 
why  he  would  prefer  to  hold  30,000  acres 
as  a  sheep  run  rather  than  as  an  agricul- 
tural settlement.  The  reason  is  that  if  he 
had  30,000  acres  as  a  sheep  run,  he  might, 
with  very  little  trouble  and  expense,  cUain 
an  incane  of  ;£5»ooo  or  ;^6,ooo  a  year 
from  it  ^  , 

Senator  Dobson.— T^eyKes^C^tenato* 
knows  a  lot  about  it !  ^ 
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Senator  McGREGOR.— I  do.  But,  if 
it  was  subdivided  into  farms,  there  would 
be  a  couple  of  hundred  farmers  on  it. 
These  farmers  would  obtain  j£4  per  acre 
per  annum  from  the  land  in  produce,  but, 
as  that  sum  would  have  to  be  distributed 
amongst  200  families,  it  would  not  amount 
to  much.  That  is  why  men  prefer  to  hold 
large  areas  under  sheep  or  cattle,  because 
they  can  secure  a  large  income  without 
trouble.  But  it  is  in  the  interests  of  the 
community  that  the  land  should  be  divided, 
and  that  people  should  be  living  on  it,  pro- 
ducing for  their  own  benefit  and  the  bene- 
fit of  the  whole  country.  I  do  not  think 
I  need  say  any  more  about  the  land  ques- 
tion. But  1  propose  to  offer  a  few  obser- 
vations in  respect  of  the  industrial  ques- 
tion. Senator  Walker  was  very  emj^atic 
in  expressing  his  opinions  regarding  the 
Broken  Hill  strike.  Brtrfun  Hill  seems 
to  be  a  thtm  in  his  side. 

Senates'  Dobson. — An  army  of  lions  led 
by  donkeys. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— The  strikers 
were  led  by  a  man  who  knew  what  he  was 
doing,  and  who  has  done  his  work  verj 
well.  Not  only  the  people  of  Broken  Hill, 
but  those  of  the  whole  of  Australia,  will 
in  years  to  oxne  reap  benefit  from  his 
action.  Simply  because  a  few  hundred 
men  were  placed  in  a  difficult  position 
owing  to  the  greed  of  a  few  individuals 
at  Broken  Hill  

Senator  Walkkr. — The  strikers  have  lost 
a  very  large  sum  owing  to  their  own 
stupidity. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— They  have  lost 
nothing.  They  are  no  worse  oflf  to-day  than 
they  were  when  the  strike  started. 

Senator  Dobson. — The  Vice-President 
of  the  Executive  Council  will  tell  us  that 
black  is  white. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— I  repeat  that 
the  men  are  no  worse  off  to-day  than  they 
were  previously.  When  the  strike  started 
they  were  in  good  health  and  spirits,  but 
they  had  no  money.  Now  that  the  strike 
is  over  they  are  still  in  good  health  and 
spirits,  but  they  have  no  money.  What  is 
the  difference,  therefore,  between  their 
positions?  Senator  Walker  ought  to  know, 
as  he  is  accustomed  to  deal  with  calcu- 
lations of  that  description.  The  men  have 
fought  a  good  fight,  not  only  in  their  own 
interests,  but  in  those  of  the  people  of 
Australia.  I  am  sure  that  if  the  directors 
of  the  Broken  Hill  Proprietary  Company 
had  knonn  the  character  of  the  struggle 
into  which  they  were  about  to  enter,  they 


would  have  hesitated  before  driving  the 
men  into  the  position  which  they  were 
forced  to  take  up.  I  wish,  however,  to 
deal  specially  with  the  remarks  of  Sena- 
tor Walker,  who,  I  may  say  in  passing, 
has  fallen  in  my  estimation,  because  he  is 
a  reader  of  the  Sunday  Times.  As  a  good 
Presbyterian,  he  mwtt  be  familiar  with  the 
commandment  which  says  "  Six  days  shalt 
thou  labour  and  do  all  thy  work,  but  the 
seventh* day  is  the  Sabbath  of  the  Lord  thy 
God.  In  it  thou  shalt  not  do  any  work, 
thou,  nor  thy  son,  nor  thy  daughter, 
thy  man-servant,  nor  thy  maid-servant, 
nor  thy  cattle,  nor  thy  stranger  that 
is  within  thy  gates."  I  would  ask  the 
honorable  senator  if  that  was  the  law  at 
Broken  Hill  and  Port  Pine?  Was  not 
that  the  very  stumbling  block  in  the  way 
of  a  settlemoit  of  the  dispute  between  the 
men  and  the  authorities?  Were  not  the 
directors  and  the  mine  managers  willing  to 
pay  the  wages  demanded  by  the  men,  but 
did  they  not  kick  at  allowing  the 
latter  to  viGtk  only  six  days  a  week  ?  The 
honorable  senator  knows  that  it  is  so,  no 
matter  how  he  may  quibble.  May  I  ask 
him  whether,  as  a  good  Presbyterian,  he 
believes  in  that  stale  of  things  ?  Doubtless 
he  believes  that  if  his  ox  or  his  ass  has 
fallen  into  a  ditch  it  is*  right  that  he  should 
drag  him  out  on  a  Sunday.  But  is  the  ox 
or  the  ass  at  Broken  Hill  or  Pcxt  Pine 
likely  to  fall  into  a  ditch?  Does  he  not 
know  that  at  Broken  Hill  and  Port  Pirle 
there  is  no  difficulty  in  the  way  of  the 
miners  working  only  six  days  a  week  ? 

Senator  Dobson. — Does  the  honorable 
senator's  wife  or  maid,  cook  his  dinner  on 
Sunday  ? 

Senator  McGREGOR.— I  would  fast  all 
day  rather  than  compel  anybody  to  work 
for  me  or  Sundays.  My  wife  has  never 
said  a  word  to  me  about  any  matter  of  that 
description.  But  the  men  at  Port  Pirie 
and  Broken  Hill  have  objected  to  work 
seven  days  a  week  all  the  year  round. 

Senator  Dobson. — Seven  shifts. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— Is  not  that 
seven  days? 

Senator  Dobson. — No  man  is  compelled 
to  do  it  against  his  conscience. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— They  are  com- 
pelled to  do  it  or  to  leave  their  employ- 
ment. 

Senator  Dobson. — Nonsense. 

Senator  McGREGOR. — I  know  more 
than  does  the  honorable/ieiialor.l^e  has 
never  visited  BreS^^'ttii^^d*'^ 


OovanoT'Omera^M  &peech:    [27  May,  1909.] 


73 


Soiator  Dobsoh. — I  have  been  there 
twice. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— Then  the  hon- 
orable senator  did  not  go  to  the  right  place 
to  obtain  reliable  information.  I  challenge 
him  to  ask  the  manager  of  the  Broken 
Hill  Proprietary  Company  or  of  the  Smelt- 
ing Works  at  Port  Pirie,  whether  it  is  not  a 
fact  that  they  required  men  to  work  seven 
days  a  week.  I  have  been  a  working  man 
all  my  life,  and  ha\«  been  associated  with 
working  men,  and  the  honorable  senator 
knows  that  there  has  never  been  an  occasitm 
upon  which,  when  human  life  or  property 
was  at  stake,  working  men  were  unwilling 
to  work,  not  eight  hours,  but  twenty-four 
hours,  a  day  in  order  to  rescue  it.  He  knows 
that  they  have  done  so,  and  that  they  have 
been  giv«i  credit  for  it  in  hundreds  of  in- 
stances. But  at  Broken  Hill  and  Port 
Pirie,  because  they  recognise  that  it  can  be 
avoided,  the  men  object  to  working  seven 
days  a  week.  I  am  asked — How  can 
it  be  avcnded  ?  The  honorable  sena- 
tor must '  know  that  if  forty-two  men 
are  employed  for  seven  days  a  week 
they  will  only  do  the  same  amount  of 
work  that  forty-eight  men  will  do  in  six 
\iays.  It  merely  requires  an  increase  in  the 
numlier  of  employes  bv  one-seventh  to  over- 
come the  difficulty.  Of  course,  it  may  be 
said  that  the  additional  hands  would  not  be 
Trained  men.  The  answer  to  the  contention 
is  that  those  who  have  hitherto  been  work- 
ing in  the  mines  were  not  trained  to  the 
seven  days  a  wedc  when  they  started  opera- 
tions. Seeing  that  this  was  the  stumbling- 
block  which  prevented  a  settlement  of  the 
dispute,  Senator  Walker,  as  a  good  Pres- 
tiyterian,  ought  to  be  the  first  man  to  rise 
in  the  Senate  and  applaud  the  men  for  the 
stand  which  they  took.  With  respect  to 
industrial  legislation,  all  that  the  present 
Government  ask  is  that  steps  may  be  taken  to 
place  the  Commonwealth  Government  in  an 
exactly  similar  position  to  that  occupied  by 
the  States  Governments.  The\'  would  then 
endeavour  to  see  that  if  the  men  so  desired, 
the  latter  should  be  called  upon  to  work  only 
six  days  a  week.  I  might  say  more  regarding 
some  of  the  statements  of  Senator  Walker 
in  respect  to  the  question  of  the  currency, 
but  I  shall  take  another  opportunitv  of 
doing  so  when  I  shall  have  more  time  at  mv 
diisposal  to  convert  such  a  hard-shelled 
Torv  as  he  is.  Oh,  I  made  a  mistake — I 
forgot  that  the  honorable  senator  is  not  a 
Torv  now.  He  belongs  to  the  Liberal  Pro- 
tectionist Party,  and  I  congratulate  him 
tipon  his  eIe\'enth-hour  conversiwi. 


Senator  Peakce. — He  is  one  of  the  ano- 
malies. 

Senator  McGREGOR.  —  Then  he  will 
have  to  be  corrected.  Although  it  mav  be 
necessary  to  give  strwig  upression  to  one's 
opinions,  I  know  that  Senator  Walker  and 
other  honorable  senators  opposite  will  ac- 
quit me  of  harboring  any  feeling  of  per- 
sonal animosity  towards  them.  The  Go- 
vernment have  put  forward  a  policy  in 
which  they  believe,  and  any  resistance  to  it 
will  meet  with  our  most  strenuous  opposi- 
ticxi.  I  anticipate  a  very  merry  time  in  the 
Senate  before  the  session  closes. 

Senator  W.  RUSSELL  (South  Australia) 
[4.51]. — It  is  difficult  to  abstain  from  em- 
bracing this  opportunity  to  say  a  few  words, 
especially  after  listening  to  the  grand  and 
able  speech  of  Senator  McGregor.  I  am 
a  Scotsman — I  cannot  help  that — I  was 
brought  up  in  the  Presb)*terian  Church,  and 
taught  the  religion  of  my  forefathers,  and 
the  shorter  catechism.  Senator  Walker  is 
a  pillar  of  the  church,  and  yet  he  does  not 
fight  for  upholding  the  fourth  com- 
mandment. So  far  as  the  Broken  Hill 
strike  is  concerned,  I  do  not  call  it  a  strike 
at  all.  It  was  a  lock-out.  The  men  foui'ht 
for  principle.  The  Proprietary  Company, 
which  during  twenty  years  or  thereabouts 
had  paid  about  500  per  cent,  in  dividends, 
took  it  upon  themselves,  led  by  a  good  old 
Tory  from  South  Australia,  Mr.  John 
Darling,  to  reduce  wages.  Other  mines  at 
the  Barrier  were  paving  the  wages  which 
the  men  in  the  employ  of  the  Proprietary 
Company  had  previously  received.  Yet  the 
latter  were  asked  to  accept  a  reduction. 
Had  they  done  so,  the  other  mines  would 
also  have  reduced  the  wages  of  their  em- 
ployes. The  men  engaged  at  the  Proprie- 
tary mine  therefore  said,  "If  we  submit 
to  the  reduction,  it  will  not  only  affect  our- 
selves, but  others."  Consequently  they 
stood  to  their  guns,  and  I  glory  in  the  fact 
that  some  members  of  the  Government  took 
an  active  part  in  the  strike.  It  is  idle  for 
Senator  Walker  to  argue  the  fros  and  cons 
of  the  question,  because  I  know  that  he  has 
a  great  veneration  for  Judges.  Need  I 
remind  him  that  the  merits  of  the  dispute 
were  brought  before  Mr.  Justice  Higgins 
in  his  capacity  as  President  of  the  Con- 
ciliation and  Arbitration  Court,  and  that  he 
came  to  a  wise  decision,  which  was  founded 
upon  evidence?  His  decision  was  that  the 
men's  demands  should  be  granted — that  the 
wages  asked  for  should  be^paid,  and  that 
they  should  onlyj^iHgijfj^^^^gMfe  week, 
instead  of  seven.  o 
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Senator  Walker. — I  do  not  object  to 

that. 

Senator  W.  RUSSELL.— But  the  Pro- 
prietary Company  do.  The  party  to  which 
the  honorable  senator  belongs  voted  against 
it.  In  fact,  that  was  the  principal  reascxi 
why  the  Proprietary  Company  again  ap- 
pealed to  the  Court.  They  wanted  to 
force  men  to  work  seven  days  a  week, 
and  if  they  could  get  them  to  work 
on  holidays  as  well,  including  New  Year's 
Day,  they  would  do  it.  It  was  shown  in 
evidence  that  the  cost  of  living  was  such 
that  people  at  Broken  Hill  and  Port  Firie 
could  ncrt  live  with  any  degree  of  cwnfort 
on  the  wages  they  received.  I  know  seve- 
ral of  the  wOTkers  at  Port  Pirie.  I  have 
gone  am<Migst  them.  I  topped  the  poll  at 
port  Pirie  when  I  stood  for  the  Senate. 
I  know  men  who  were  strong,  robust  fel- 
lows before  thev  went  to  work  at  the 
unelters.  But  after  working  a  time  they 
got  leaded.  It  fills  my  heart  «ith  grief 
when  I  think  of  "  man's  ii^umanity  to 
man." 

Senator  St.  Ledger. — There  certainly 
was  a  good  deal  of  Mann's  "  inhumanity  to 
man. 

Senator  W.  RUSSELL.— If  such  men 
were  allowed  to  work  not  more  than  six 
days  a  week  it  would  benefit  their  position. 
But  that  concession  was  not  granted.  The 
High  Court  refused  it,  on  a  technical 
point,  of  course;  but  the  refusal  was  an 
injustice,  and,  as  a  Scotsman,  I  say  that  it 
was  opposed  to  the  law  of  God.  Another 
thing  let  roe  say.  I  am  disgusted  to  think 
that  my  co-religionists,  the  Presbyterians, 
the  Scotsmen  of  Australia,  knowing  the 
circumstances  under  which  these  men  have 
laboured,  instead  of  standing  by  them  as 
a  Church,  have  stood  for  Mammon. 

Senator  St.  Lei>ger. — Need  we  drag  in 
the  Church? 

Senator  W.  RUSSELL.— I  wrote  to  the 
Presbytery  while  it  was  sitting,  but  they 
would  not  interfere.  I  maintain  that  on  a 
questicm  of  this  kind,  when  the  law  of  God 
is  ccmcerned  and  the  health  and  interests 
of  the  human  family  are  affected,  the 
Church  ought  to  show  its  interest  in  the 
workers  and  in  the  cause  of  hununity.  But 
the  Church  did  not.  I  suppose  that  some 
of  the  clergy  had  shares  in  the  mine;  or 
they  had  shareholders  in  th«r  congregati<m 
who,  perhaps,  gave  a  little  tatxe  on  Sunday 
than  I  and  such  as  I  can  send  with  my 
family.  I  am  not  an  infidel — I  believe 
in  the  Word  of  God — I  am  so  disgusted 


with  the  actioi  of  the  cl«gy  and  their  in- 
humanity in  these  questicms,  that  I  am  in- 
clined to  say  to  them,  "Well,  after  allj  yoi> 
are  merely  human  beings;  you  are  here 
for  making  a  Uviog,  and   are  no  better 
Christians  than  others."    I  was  astonished 
to  listen  to  the  words  which  came  from  an 
elder  of  the  kirk  who  sits  opposite  to  me. 
I  did  not  intend  to  refer  to  this  matter  at 
all,  Ixit  Senator  Walker  mentioned  it  in- 
such  a  flippant  manner  that  I  do  not  think 
he  did  himself  credit.    I  deeply  regret 
that  not  only  no  single  Presl^terian  clergy- 
man, but  no  clergyman  of  any  other  Church, 
had  the  pluck  to  stand  by  the  men  at  Broken 
Hill  and  Port  Pirie.    Now  I  have  done- 
with  that  subject.    I  have  a  few  words  to 
say  re  the  policy  of  the  Government.     I  do- 
not  intend  to  blame  the  present  Adminis- 
tration for  some  of  the  things  to  which  I 
am  about  to  refer,  but  I  do  not  wonder 
at  the  people  in  some  of  the  outlying  dis- 
tricts protesting  that  Federati(Hi  has  been- 
of  little  advantage  to  Australia.    There  is 
a  farming  district  with  which  I  am  parti- 
cularly well  acquainted.     In  it  there  is  a 
village  which  I  have  known  for  over  thirty 
years.    Before  Federation,  and  for  some 
years  after,  the  post-office  of  that  village 
was  allowed  an  office  Boy  to  carry  tele- 
grams.  Now  that  has  been  done  awav  with- 
and  no  messenger  boy  is  allowed.    There  is 
no  doctor  living  near,  and  the  situation- 
created  is  scandalous.    The  present  Go- 
vernment is  not  to  blame.  It  is  the  Deakin- 
Government  that  is  responsible.    The  Trea- 
sury during  the  regime  of  the  man  who,  I 
believe,  will  shortly  be  Prime  Minister 
again,  was  so  depleted  that  it  was  said' 
to  be  impossible  to  supply  the  wants  of  the 
people  in  these  outer  districts,  and  even 
the  messenger  boy  to  carry  telegrams  was 
done  away  with.      I  know  another  case 
where  a  telephone  has  been  promised  on 
the  guarantee  principle.    The  Deakin  Go- 
vernment said  that  the  people  would  have 
to  guarantee  a  certain  amount  before  the 
work  could  be  carried  out.  The  money  or 
interest  was  guaranteed,  not  in  the  manner 
of  those  who  promised  a  Dreadnought.  The 
people  handed  over  the  amount  in  actual 
cash  to  cover  the  expense  of  erecting  a 
telephone.    Yet  up  to  the  present  nothing, 
has  been  dcme.      Another  town  which  I 
know  well  in  South  Australia  wanted  a 
telephone.    The  cost  of  making  the  con- 
nexion would  be  j£6.   But  the  Department, 
being  unable  or  unwillipr^a  the- 
£6,  the  people  hS^WfirBlA^iytit.  Is 
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not  that  scandalous?  Yet  the  Deakin  Go- 
\mimeiit  not  cmly  returned  to  that  State  the 
three-fourths  Customs  and  Excise  revenue 
to  which  they  were  entitled,  but  also  re- 
xtimed  over  ;^6.ooo,ooo  in  addition,  which 
tbe>-  were  not  connpelled  to  hand  o\'er. 

Senator  Walker.— The  people  of  the 
States  contributed  that  money,  and  the 
Federal  Government  gave  them  back  thdr 
own. 

Senator  W.  RUSSELL.— The  honOTable 
Senator's  party  tried  to  prevent  the  carry- 
ing of  the  law  which  allows  the  'Federal 
Government  to  use  surplus  revenue.  What 
I  may  cail  the  Rwd  party — though  I  re- 
spect Mr.  Reid  personally — voted  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  States  and  for  the  continua- 
ticKi  of  the  system  under  which  the  Com 
iDOflpveaJth  had  been  foolish  enough  to 
hand  back  more  monev  than  they  were  com- 
pelled to  pay.  Coming  to  another  ques- 
tion, I  indorse  the  defence  polkry  of  the 
"Government,  generally  speaking,  though  I 
am  not  going  to  commit  myself  too  far. 
This  is  a  good  country  and  it  is  worth  de- 
tMiding ;  but,  in  my  opinion,  those  who 
have  property  to  defend  should  find  the 
means  of  defending  it.  That  is  the  posi- 
tion that  I  take  up.  I  was  astcxiished 
when,  some  time  ago,  I  noticed  the  excite- 
ment that  the  Sydney  newspapers  and  the 
Melbourne  Aj^e  tried  to  create  for  the  pur- 
■pose  of  getting  the  L!Ux>ur  Government  to 
■call  Parliament  together,  in  order  that  the 
present  Ministry  might  be  massacred.  It 
was  pretended  that  the  Government  had 
-f'rdered  torpedo  boats  without  the  authwity 
of  Parliament. 

Senator  Pearce. — We  must  not  spend 
;^35o,ooo,  which  has  been  voted  by  Par-> 
tiament,  though  we  must  spend  ^£2,000,000 
without  the  authority  of  Parliament. 

Senator  W.  RUSSELL.— Mr.  Deakin, 
at  an  important  place  in  New  South  Wales, 
said  that  the  Prime  Minister,  Mr.  Fisher, 
was  not  ia  a  position  to  show  how  he  would 
be  able  to  make  both  ends  meet  and  pay 
old-age  pensions  when  they  fell  due.  But 
who  was  respcmsible  for  that?  The 
Deakin  Government  had  a  policy  similar  in 
its  nature,  so  far  as  defence  was  concerned, 
before  Parliament  last  session.  No  pro- 
vision was  made  in  any  shape  or  form  for 
•carrying  out  that  policy. 

Senator  McGsegor. — They  did  not  in- 
tend to  carry  it  out. 

Senator  W.  RUSSELL.— I  do  not  sup- 
pose that  they  did.     The  Ministry  pro- 


fessed to  be  eager  for  a  nuiid)er  of  things 
that  in  reality  they  did  not  care  a  snap 
about. 

Senator  Walker. — Thev  were  supported 
by  the  Labour  Party,  I  think. 

Senator  W.  RUSSELL.— Not  by  the 
Labour  Party  as  a  whole.  I  draire  to  speak 
with  the  greatest  respect  of  Mr.  Deakin, 
and  also  of  Mr.  Joseph  Cook,  who  I  notice 
frequently  conducts  service  at  a  training 
school  of  politics  for  ladies  in  New  South 
Wales.  After  Mr.  Deakin  had  stated 
that  the  Labour  Party  could  not  ^ow 
where  the  money  to  pay  old-age  pen- 
sions was  to  come  from,  he  immediately 
turned  round  and  said  that  it  would  be  so 
nice  and  pleasant  if  they  would  only  give 
Great  Britain  a  Dreadnought.  After  point- 
ing out  the  financial  position  of  the  Cwn- 
monwealth,  and  abusing  the  Government  for 
saying  that  they  could  not  do  a  certain  thing 
which  he  apparently  believed  they  could  not 
do,  and  for  which  he,  himself,  was  respon- 
sible, he  said  that  they  could  give  a  Dread- 
nought to  the  Old  Country.  In  no  instance 
did  either  Mr.  Cook  or  Mr.  Deakin  say 
frcm  what  source  the  money  was  to  be  de- 
rived, except  on  one  occasion,  wh«i  they 
said—and  the  statement  is  here  in  print — 
that  it  should  be  derived  from  Customs  and 
Excise  duties.  God  forbid  that  such  a  doc- 
trine as  that  should  be  preached  !  Some 
persons  say  that  the  Labour  Party  so  in- 
creased Custwns  duties  that  it  is  a  difiicult 
thing  now  for  poOT  people  to  live.  But  Mr. 
Deakin,  the  author  of  the  Tariff  which  we 
have  just  passed,  savs,  "Give  a  Dread' 
nought  to  the  Old  Country,  and  get  the 
money  from  Customs  and  Excise  duties," 
What  is  behind  the  suggestkxi  I  do  not 
know.  Is  the  money  to  be  raised  by  a  duty 
on  tea,  or  something  else  that  is  necessary 
to  the  poor  man  ?  It  would  be  an  outra^ 
upon  the  working  classes  with  large  families 
to  support  to  ask  them  to  contribute  re- 
venue to  find  powder  and  shot  even  to  pro- 
tect swne  of  the  financial  institutions  which 
Senator  Walker  presides  over  in  New  South 
Wales.  Mind,  I  do  not  speak  at  randtwa, 
I  mean  what  I  say.  If  property  is  to  be 
protected,  it  should  find  the  money  for  that 
purpose.  The  Government  went  about  the 
matter  in  a  right  way.  They  suggested 
good  methods  for  raising  the  revalue.  A 
Oxnmonwealth  note  issue  would  be  a  grand 
thing.  More  than  that,  the  Government 
iwopose  the  minting  of  silver  and  the  im- 
position of  a  progressive  land  tax  on  estates 
of  over  jCSfOoo  in  vatQ&,-.,^lt|e  press 
of  South  Aus&m^^'^S^^d^ 
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reported  to  have  said — I  think  that  he  be- 
lieved the  statement — ^that  such  a,  thing  as 
a  progressive  land  tax  is  immoral. 

Senator  Vahdon. — So  it  is,  absolutely. 

Senator  W.  RUSSELL.— If  the  honor- 
able senator  will  prove  that  to  me,  I  shall 
give  up  the  idea. 

Senator  Vahdon. — ^But  I  cannot  under- 
take to  do  an  impossibility. 

SenatOT  W.  KUSSELL.— Knowmg  that 
the  honorable  senator  is  a  religious  man,  I 
thought  that  the  best  thing  to  do  to  meet 
an  emergency  of  that  kind  would  be  to  lefer 
to  a  jsreat  work. 

Senator  Varixw. — Is  the  honorable  sena- 
toc  an  irreligious  man? 

Senator  W.  RUSSELL.— I  do  not  say 
that  I  am  not,  I  hope  that  I  am  not. 

Senator  Neeimiah. — Is  the  hmorable 
senator  going  to  quote  frtma  the  Bible? 

Senator  W.  RUSSELL.— Yes.  When 
our  Saviour  was  on  the  earth,  it  was  said 
of  the  prophets,  "They  are  they  which 
testify  of  me."  When  I  read  the  speech  of 
Senator  Vardon,  a  text  of  scripture  I  had 
read  frequently  went  through  my  mind.  I 
was  sure  that  it  could  be  found,  so  I  turned 
up  the  5th  Chapter  of  the  Book  of  the  pro- 
phet Isaiah. 

Senator  Needham.— But  Senator  Vardon 
is  not  a  prophet. 

Senator  W.  RUSSELL.- -No,  but  he 
prophesies  for  the  other  side — for  the 
National  Defence  League  of  the  Tory 
Party,  who  are  against  progress.  In  my 
opinion,  they  act  against  the  interests  of  the 
poorer  classes.  Senattw  Vardon  says  that  a 
progressive  land  tax  is  immoral.  But  what 
does  the  prophet  say?  In  the  eighth  verse 
he  says- 
Woe  unto  them  that  join  house  to  house,  that 
lay  field  to  field,  till  there  be  no  place,  that 
they  may  be  placed  alone  in  the  midst  of  the 
eaith  ! 

That  is  very  true.  If  any  means  can  be 
devised  to  protect  people  against  such  men 
— and  there  is  a  great  number  of  them  in 
New  South  Wales— it  should  be  done.  In 
that  grand  country,  which  I  have  praised  so 
much— and  X  have  not  had  any  cause  to 
change  my  mind— from  Yass  Junction  right 
through  Yass,  and  on  through  Canberra  to 
Queanbeyan,  very  few  people  live.  Large 
holdings  exist  all  the  way.  Thousands  of 
perscHis  are  in  want  of  land,  as  I  could 
show  from  statements  in  the  Bulletin. 
Thousands  of  men  are  after  land,  and  con- 
not  get  it  Big  land  holders  are  prohibit- 
ing other  persons  from  uwng  the  land,  pro- 
hibiting, as  it  were,  an  increase  of  popula- 


tion, and  driving  men  from  the  States. 
Yet  we  were  told  that  it  is  immoral  to 

interfere  with  them.  Who  will  believe 
that  that  is  according  to  the  tenets 
of  religion,  or  anything  that  is  good  ? 
Undoubtedly,  it  is  a  mistake,  and 
is  not  arguable.  Then  it  is  said  :  "  Leave 
the  matter  to  the  States."  Senator  Var- 
don himself  said  that  it  should  be  left  to 
the  States.  If  it  is  immoral  for  the  Federal 
Parliament  to  interfere  with  these  land- 
owners, it  is  equally  imnunral  f<n-  the  States 
to  do  so.  Senator  Vardm  knows  that  in 
South  Australia  it  was  impossible  to  get  a 
progressive  land  tax  carried  through  the 
Legislative  Council.  In  three  succeed- 
ing sessions,  the  House  of  Assembly 
sent  to  the  Legislative  Council  a  Bill 
dealing  with  the  question,  but  the  House 
of  wealthy  landlords  and  the  privi- 
l^ed  class— for  only  a  few  persons  are 
allowed  the  suffrage— can  do  what  they  like 
and  line  their  own  pockets.  That  is  im- 
moral, and  South  Australia  has  suffered, 
and  is  suffering.  A  lot  of  the  land  which 
is  being  settled  there  is  of  an  inferiw  class, 
with  a  rainfall  of  fr<xn  six  to  nine  inches. 
The  farmer  is  driven  out  into  the  scrub. 
Some  of  the  best  country  is  held  by  practi- 
cally a  few  men  to  keep  a  few  sheep  A 
merino  is  preferred  to  a  human  being. 

Senator  Stewart. — In  Australia,  the 
sheep  is  a  sacred  animal. 

Senator  W..  RUSSELL. — I  suppose  it  is. 
Unless  I  had  a  ticket,  I  could  not  go  to- 
hear  Senator  Vardon's  address.  The  same- 
course  was  taken  here  the  other  night,  wheiv 
Wr.  Deakin  was  going  to  hold  f  OTth  in  the 
Town  Hall.  Having  a  little  spare  time, 
and  wishing  to  get  amusement  or 
instruction,  I  thought  I  would  attend,  and 
I  was  lucky  enough  to  find  a  ticket 
on  the  table  in  the  senators'  room. 
By  means  of  it  I  not  only  got  in  my- 
self, but  I  managed  to  smuggle  in  Senator 
Stewart  with  me.  Senator  Walker  referred 
to  some  noisv  meetings  held  in  Sydney, 
and  he  blamed  the  Labour  Party  for  all  the 
trouble.  When  Mr.  Joseph  Cook  went  over 
to  address  the  ladies  in  South  Australia 
the  same  secrecy  was  observed.  One  had 
to  pass  muster  before  he  could  get  into  the 
meeting.  I  had  not  the  courage  to  try. 
But  we  are  glad  to  welcome  any  one  to 
labour  meetings  that  they  may  hear  an 
exposition  of  our  platf^m  and  that  we  may 
sow  the  good  seed. 

Senator  de  Largie. — Do  we  hold  ^  any 
meetings  to  whict|)igf^|^^)^^S@K^^0^^^ 
only?  ^ 
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Senator  W.  RUSSELL.— Certainlv  not. 
1  think  that  Senator  Walker's  remarks 
cast  a  reflection  upon  the  Senate,  because 
seteral  of  my  fellow  senators  desired  to 
attend  lome  of  the  meetings  to  which  he 
referred,  and  could  not  do  so.  The  means 
adopted  in  connexion  with  the  admisskm  of 
people  to  those  meetings  are  unfair,  and 
»hifn  unfair  means  are  resorted  to,  we 
Duv  be  sure  that  there  is  an  unfair  case 
»t  the  back  of  it.  We  desire  that  the 
people  should  be  allowed  to  sav  what  land 
siuU  be  assessed  for  taxation  purposes. 

Senator  Walker. — Why  not  re-purchase 
the  esutes? 

Senator  W.  RUSSELL.— As  a  Common- 
wealth Parliament,  we  cannot  do  that, 
though  the  States  Parliaments  have  been 
adoptinfc  that  plan.  I  cannot  fwget  the 
beautiful  places  I  saw  on  mv  way  to  the 
Feifcral  Capital.  I  saw  there,  in  very  many 
instances,  30,000  or  40,000  acres  held 
I.',  tme  i>erson.  If  men  reason  this 
matter  out  carefully  they  must  recog- 
ni.se  ihat  in  order  to  defend  our  shores 
we  must  h.ive  population,  and  in  order  to 
inrrea.se  our  [K>pulation  we  must  have  some 
place  in  which  to  put  the  people  who  come 
hett.  Unless  by  legitimate  and  legal  means 
we  can  get  those  who  at  present  hold  large 
estates  to  dispose  of  them  to  others,  so 
that  pollution  can  be  settled  upon  the 
land,  bow  is  it  possible  for  Australia  to  bo 
defended.  I  have  here  an  extract  which  I 
(  .t  fro-n  the  Bulletin  

Senator  McGregor. — Is  the  Bulleiiit  as 
go<<l  as  the  Sunday  Tiniest 

Senator  W.  RUSSELL.— It  is  better.  1 
w.Kild  not  allow  the  Sunday  Times  to  come 
into  my  house  if  I  could  help  it.  This  is  the 
extract  from  the  Bulletin — 

The  quiet  liule  town  of  Narrabri  (N.S.W.) 
bflil  a.  ballot  or  State  gamble  the  other  day  to 
(litpcse  of  seven  settlement  leases. 

I  wi.sh  honorable  senators  .to  notice  the 
iiY>rd  "  leases  " — 

So  awful  is  the  land  hunger  thest>  days  in  a  Stole 
which  bas  barely  five  people  to  the  square  mile 
tL  Lt  the  afiplicants  ran  into  hundreds,  and  their 
ei*h  de|"».il»  amounted  tu  /ji,3oo.  One  of  the 
ihrre  men  who  rose  up  c\citedlc  in  a  Sydney 
cl-^b  and  promised  ;£io,ooo  towards  the  [)iir- 
fiMe  of  a  battleship  for  England  is  a  RTcat 
lAod  mooopolist  from  this  same  district-  He  is 
one  of  lbo*e  who  warn  people  off  the  grass — one 
of  those  who  keep  down  population  aud  prevent 
iminig ration,  and  who  furni&h  a  reason  why 
jno.ooo  British  ctlizcns  depart  annually  for 
foreirn  countries,  where  they  take  the  oath  of 
allegiance  to  a  foreign  Povrer,  and  where  their 
children  learn  to  be  foreigners  and  get  ready 
Id  shoot  at  the  Empire  on  some  future  date ; 
•hea  oliierwise  they  migirt  lettle  inside  die  Em- 


pire and  remain  British  subjects  and  learn  to 
shoot  for  the  Kmpire.  The  big  landholder  is  a 
picturesque  individual  when  he  leaps  to  his  feet 
after  dinner  and  says  he  will  gjve  jfio,ooo  for 
the  defence  of  the  British  flag,  but  there  may 
come  a  time  when  the  Empire  will  want  10,000 
men  a  great  deal  more  than  it  wants  ^fio.ooo, 
and  it  is  the  big  landholder  who  prevents  it  hav- 
ing  those  10,000  men. 

I  believe  that  scxne  of  these  big  landlords, 
if  they  thought  it  possible  that  the  progres- 
sive land  tax  proposals  of  the  Labour  Party 
would  be  given  effect,  would  be  prepared  to 
offer,  not  only  ;£io,ooo,  but  ;^20,ooo,  to 
get  the  present  occupants  of  the  Treasury 
bench  off  it.  It  is  because  their  craft 
is  in  danger.  These  are  the  men  who  are 
crying  out  for  Dreadnoughts,  practically  to 
protect  property  which  they  are  holding  in 
areas  of  30,000  and  40,000  acres,  and  even 
in  much  larger  areas,  where  they  are  keep- 
ing population  off  the  grass.  Is  it  not  scan- 
dalous? Can  we  not  remedy  it?  I  say 
that  we  ought  to  do  so  if  we  can.  I  do  not 
for  a  nKxnent  speak  disparagingly  of  those 
who  cry  out  for  protection.  We  should  all 
be  prepared  to  defend  our  hearths  and 
hOTies,  but  the  men  of  wealth  and  property 
and  the  holders  of  large  estates,  who  have 
so  much  that  requires  to  be  protected,  and 
who  keep  population  from  coming  to  our 
shores,  should  be  taxed  accordingly.  This 
is  one  of  the  planks  of  the  Labour  plat- 
form that  I  glorv  most  in.  When  I  was  a 
candidate  for  the,  'Legislative  Council  in 
South  Australia,  in  1894,  I  advocated  the 
same  policy,  but  we  only  got  Mie  step  then. 
There  are  other  things  in  the  speech  to 
which  I  might  refer.,  but  I  presume  that  the 
present  Government  hai.-e  got,  or  will  shortlv 
get,  notice  to  quit.  Senator  Vardon  said 
that  all  land  ^ould  be  taxed — that  there 
should  be  no  exemption  at  all. 

Senntor  Vardon. — The  honorable  senator 
had  better  represent  me  correctly. 

Senator  W.  RUSSELL.— I  can  show  the 
honorable  senator  the  statement  published 
in  the  Adelaide  Advertiser,  He  said  that 
tluTP  shmilfl  he  no  exemption.  Accor<ling  to 
the  honoraMe  senator,  the  man  with  100 
firrc;,  with  five  or  ten  in  his  family,  who  is 
poin^  in  for  intense  milture,  and  spending 
inoiiev  through  the  Customs  and  in  other 
ways  support  the  State,  and  who  perhaps 
has  half-a-fln/on  hoys  to  be  trained  for  mili- 
tnrv  work,  should  be  tnxed  in  the  same  way 
as  the  man  holding  30.000  or  40.000  acres. 
It  is  scandalous;  it  is  unfair;  it  is  un- 
christian ;  it  is  opposed  to  the  prophet,  who 
said,  "  Woe  unto  them/thatjpjmj  house  to 
house,  that  lay  fi^t^^fiVMV^U^i^^  lie  no 
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place  " — for  the  people.  I  have  ai  bgok  heie 
in  which  there  is  a  poem  dealing  with  the 
same  subject,  from  which  I  think  I  can 
make  a  very  appropriate  quotation. 

Senator  Walker. — The  honorable  sena- 
tor should  read  the  whole  boot. 

Senator  W.  RUSSELL.— I  do  not  need 
to  read  the  whole  Bible  in  order  to  know 
what  to  do  to  be  saved,  and  I  do  not  need 
to  read  the  whole  of  this  book  in  order 
to  disco\-er  the  truth  of  the  matter  in  hand. 
T  have  added  a  little  to  what  Senator  E.  J. 
Russell  said  yesterday,  and  to  what  Senator 
McGregor  and  other  hcmorable  senators 
have  said  since,  on  the  subject  of  the  evils 
of  land  monopoly.  I  call  it  a  curse.  This 
is  what  Goldsmith  says  of  it  in  his  poem 
T/te  Deserted  Village  .— 

Ill  fares  the  land,  to  hastening  ills  a  prey, 
Where  wealth  accumulates,  and  men  decay  : 
Princes  and  lords  may  flourish,  or  may  fade, 
A  breath  can  make  them,  as  a  bieath  has  made, 
But  a  bold  peasantry,  their  country'*  pride. 
When  once  destroy'd,  can  never  be  supplied. 
Ts  it  not  wicked  to  destroy  such  a  peasan- 
try ?     Before  I  COTclude  let  me  say  that  I 
cannot  forget  Canberra.      When  I  first 
went  there  I  interviewed  the  local  miller.  I 
wished  to  know  what  it  would  cost  to  bring 
a  ton  or  truck  load  of  wheat  from  Quean- 
beyan  to  Svdney,  and  what  kind  of  wheat 
was  grown  in  the  district.    The  miller  pro- 
duced scmie  wheat  which  he  said  was  grown 
in  that  part  of  the  country,  and  wh«i  I 
asked  where  the  fanners  were  he  said, 
"Oh,  they  are  gone,  they  are  swallowed 
up."    Is  not  that  awful? 

Senator  Givens. — That  is  what  hcmcw- 
able  senators  opposite  want. 

Senator  W.  RUSSELL.— I  am  sure  that 
Senator  Vardon  does  not  want  that.  How- 
e\'er,  that  is  the  position.  Not  (Hily  in  that 
part  of  the  country,  but  almost  everywhere 
else  one  goes  he  will  find  the  same  thing. 
"  Woe  to  these  people,"  the  prophet  says, 
but  scMne  honorable  senators  say,  "They  are 
very  fine  fellows.  They  vote  on  our  side 
and  help  us  on  every  occasion  to  down  the 
Labour  Party."  I  have  already  quoted  from 
Mr.  Joseph  Cook  and  Mr.  Deakin  on  the 
question  of  defence  and  the  means  of  find- 
ing the  money.  Their  objection  to  the 
prc^essive  land  tax  proposal  rests  upon  the 
contention  that  the  money  should  be  obtained 
from  Customs  and  Excise  duties.  I  have 
said  that  before,  but  I  feared  that 
it  might  have  slipped  my  memory,  and  in 
anv  case  it  will  bear  repetition.  I  do  not 
think  that  even  Senator  Walker  is  prepared 
to  dispute  with  the  prophet  Isaiah.    I  have 


told  the  Senate  the  position  which  I  have 
been  driven  to  take  up  in  reference  to  the 
Churches,  without  exception.  Some  persons 
allege  that  the  Labour  Party  is  dictated 
to  by  a  certain  rdigious  denoininatioD. 
That  is  a  lie.  It  never  was  dwninated  hf 
any  religious  <»-gani2ation.  I  have  never 
consulted  priest  c»r  parson  upcxi  political 
matters,  and  I  do  not  think  that  I  e^'er 
shall.  I  am  not  ccmnected  with  any  sec- 
tarian  organization,  and  I  never  shall  be. 
I  believe  that  there  is  very  little  sincerity 
in  such  institutions.  To  "  down  "  the 
Labour  Party  and  Christian  principles  is 
the  object  which  they  have  in  view.  I  be- 
lieve that  if  Senatop  St.  Ledger — who,  I 
presume,  is  a  good  Catholic — were  to  visit 
South  Australia  f<x  a  while,  and  let  the 
people  hear  his  eloquence,  and  if  he  subse- 
quently contested  a  constituency  there,  the 
Conservatives  would  vote  for  him  to  a  man, 
even  though  there  were  a  Protestant  candi- 
date on  the  other  side.  Why  people  so 
persistently  endeavour  to  "  down "  the 
Labour  Party  by  declaring  that  it  is  ruled 
by  a  certain  Church  is  a  mystery  to  me.  I 
am  delighted  to  find  that  the  Government 
have  stood  to  their  guns  in  reference  to  the 
policy  of  the  Labour  Party.  Even  in  coti- 
nexi(Hi  with  Hie  suggested  presentatioi  of  a 
Dreadnought  to  Great  Britain,  the  position 
was  put  so  plainly  to  an  audience  in  the 
city  of  Unley  by  the  Prime  Minister  that 
no  one  could  misunderstand  it.  The  head 
of  the  Government  has  shown  himself  to  be 
a  man  pKMsessed  of  a  firm  backbone,  and 
not  a  Deakin — an  individual  who  lives  in 
the  clouds,  who  is  one  thing  to-day  and  an- 
other to-morrow. 

Senator  Stewart. — He  is  in  the  kitchen 
with  the  ax>k  now. 

Senator  W.  RUSSELL.— I  have  no 
faith  in  men  of  that  kind.  When  I  was  be- 
fore the  electors — although  I  am  a  protec- 
tionist— I  referred  to  "our  distinguished 
friend,  the  right  honorable  George  Reid," 
and  I  said :  "  Of  the  two  men  give  me  Rdd 
in  preference  to  Deakin  at  any  time. "  Since 
I  have  been  a  member  of  this  Parliament, 
I  ha\e  realized  that  position  more  and 
more.  I  am  pleased  to  think  that  in  the 
near  future,  a^  the  result  of  his  ncm-ioclu- 
sion  in  the  mongrel  Government  which  is 
projected,  Mr.  Reid  will  occupy  a  higher 
position,  namely,  that  of  High  Ccxnmis- 
sioner  for  the  Commonwealth. 

Senator  Sr.  Ledger. -—^ho  was  the 
La*x)ur  Party's  noBp?ibit>yGoOgIe 
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Senator  W.  RUSSELL.— I  should  have 
supported  Mr.  Reid's  selection  for  that 
office  in  preference  to  that  of  any  other  man 
in  Australia.  But  Mr.  Deakin  politically 
hns  in  the  clonds.  There  is  nothing  prac-. 
tical  abiMSt  him. 

S^ator  iSE  Lasgie. — ^Except  in  grasping 
the  "  spondulix." 

Senator  W.  RUSSELL.— Yes ;  he  does 
that.  How  he  has  succeeded  in  capturing 
.some  of  the  old  Tories  of  this  Chamber  ; 
how  he  has  managed  to  induce  such  old 
free-traders  as  Senator  Pulsford  to  swear 
allegiance  to  a  protective  policy,  I  cannot 
understand.  I  suppose  that,  the  longer  we 
live,  the  more  we  shall  learn  about  the 
matter.  If  Senator  Pulsfwd  had  been 
likely  to  be  included  in  the  Ministry  that 
is  to  be  I  might  have  understood  it. 
But  even  if  he  were  in  the  Govern- 
ment, I  do  not  think  that  his  conver- 
sion to  protection  would  be  of  a 
very  pennanent  character.  His  col- 
leagues would  certainly  experience  some 
trouble  with  him.  I  am  glad  to  have 
had  this  opportunity  of  supporting  the 
policy  and  administration  of  the  Go\ern- 
ment,  and  of  recognising  the  loyal  manner 
in  which  they  have  adhered  to  their 
pledges. 

Senator  Wau^er. — I  prc^Mxe  to  make 
a  sbcHt  p«^(»ial  explanation.  Senator  W. 
Russell  seems  to  think  that  I  am  an  ad- 
vocate of  men  working  seven  days  a  week. 
I  have  never  been  an  advocate  of  anything 
of  the  kind.  I  wish  also  to  say  that  I  have 
Dot  the  honour  of  being  an  elder  in  the 
Presbrterian  Church. 

Senator  VARDON  (South  Australia) 
[5.59). — It  appears  to  me  that  we  are  prac- 
tically flogging  a  dead  horse,  and,  there- 
fon,  I  should  not  have  risen  but  for 
some  references  which  have  been  made  by 
Senate  W.  Russell.  I  very  much  regret 
that  he  possesses  the  faculty  of  suspecting 
evil  in  others,  of  suggesting  suspidous 
things,  and  of  drawing  upon  his  imagina- 
tion for  reasms  to  explain  the  conduct  of 
others.  I  remember  that  not  very  lor^  ago 
I  happened  to  be  invited  to  a  municipal 
banquet.  At  the  time,  I  was  ill  in  bed. 
But  because  I  was  not  present  at  the  func- 
tion, the  worthy  senator  insinuated  that  if 
it  had  been  a  C(»iservatiTC  banquet  I  would 
have  been  there. 

Senator  W.  RussELL;»-There  was  not  a 
Conservative  there. 

Senator  VARDON.  —  The  honorable 
senator  declared  that  I  would  not  have  been 
absent  if  the  banquet  had  been  a  Conaerva- 


tive  one.  It  is  silly  statements  and  impu- 
tation of  this  sort  which  absolutely  mar 
any  usefulness  that  there  might  be  in  the 
iKHiorable  s&iator.  I  say  that  because  I 
have  been  the  subject  of  this  kind  of  mis- 
represratation  at  his  hands  upon  more  than 
one  occasion. 

Senator  McGregor. — Then  the  honorable 
senat<M*  can  svmpathize  with  the  Labour 
Party. 

Senator  VARDON.— I  sympathize  with 
anybody  who  is  the  subject  of  misrepresen- 
tation. As  a  public  man,  I  am  exceedingly 
careful  not  to  misrepresent  any  man  upon 
any  subject. 

Senator  W.  Russell.— And  I  did  not 
misrepresent  the  honorable  senator. 

Senator  VARDON.— If  the  honorable 
senator  did  not  misrepresent  me,  I  can  only 
say  that  he  has  very  funny  notions.  Dur- 
ing the  course  of  this  debate  reference  has 
been  made  to  the  progressive  land  tax.  I 
always  have,  and  always  shall,  oppose  such 
a  tax.  I  admit  the  right  of  the  Conmon- 
wealth  to  impose  direct  taxation. 

Senator  W.  Russell. — In  what  way? 

Senator  VARDON.- In  a  legitimate 
way.  The  legitimate  object  of  taxation  is 
to  raise  revenue.  If  the  income  of  the 
Commonwealth  is  not  sufficient  to  meet  its 
ordinary  expenditure,  it  has  a  perfect  right 
to  levy  taxation  to  raiee  additional  revenue, 
liut  it  is  stated,  without  reserve,  that  the 
aim  of  the  proposed  progressive  land  tax  is 
to  burst  up  large  estates.  I  have  previously 
stated  that  I  do  not  bt-lieye  that  it  is  part 
of  the  duty  of  the  Commonwealth  to  under- 
take the  bursting  up  of  large  estates. 
Every  State  has  a  right  to  administer  its 
own  laws  in  regard  to  its  own  lands.  In 
that  sense^  I  look  upon  this  tax  as  an  im- 
proper interference  with  the  rights  of  the 
States. 

Senator  de  Lasgie. — We  have  power  tu 
levy  such  a  tax.  How,  then,  can  it  be  said 
that  it  is  an  "  improper  "  interference? 

Senator  VARDON.— It  is  improper  to 
levy  a  tax  which  is  not  intended  to  raise 
revenue. 

Senator  McGregor.  — Are  protective 
duties  designed  to  raise  revenue? 

Senator  VARDON.— Partly.  Our  pre- 
.sent  Tariff  is  partly  a  revenue-producifig 
one,  and  partly  protective,  in  its  incidence. 
But  a  progressive  land  tax  stands  upon  al- 
together a  different  footing.  When  I  had 
the  honour  of  a  seat  in  the  Legislative 
Council  of  South  Australia.  I  took  up  an 
exactly  ^ilar  atjtotttdi^.CjCXSl^D^d  the 
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imposition  of  such  a  tax  upon  principle.  It 
has  been  said  that  this  tax  is  intentjed  to 
burst  up  large  estates. 

Senator  Dfi  Lasgie. — Is  that  an  immoral 
purpose? 

Senator  VARDON.— I  wish  to  show 
exactly  how  it  will  work  out,  and  then  hcHi- 
orable  senators  will  see  whether  or  not  its 
object  is  immoral.  What  is  a  "  big  "  es- 
tate? According  to  the  present  Govern- 
ment, it  is  an  estate  which  is  worth  mote 
than  J^StOQO  in  miimproved  value.  Tbey 
do  not  {HTopose  to  discriminate  from  the 
stand-point  of  where  the  land  is,  or  of  the 
use  to  which  it  is  being  put. 

SenatM*  McGregor. — Its  value  is  the 
discriminating  factor. 

Senator  VARDON'.— Then  I  would  ask 
the  Vice-President  of  tlie  Executive  Council 
how  much  land  a  man  would  require  to  own 
in  Collins-street,  Melbourne,  George- stret't, 
Sydney,  or  King  William -street,  Adelaide, 
to  be  worth  more  than  ^^5,000?  Whv,  the 
land  in  Collins-street  is  valued  at  £5^00  a 
foot,  so  that  a  man  with  only  10  feet  of 
frontage  there  would  be  possessed  of  more 
than  j^S.ooo  worth  of  unimproved  land 
value.  How  arc  vou  g(nng  to  get  him  to 
cut  the  land  up  into  smaller  allotments? 
That  is  one  of  the  things  that  shows  that 
the  obiect  is  not  altogether  the  bursting  up 
of  large  estates. 

Senator  de  I.argIe. — The  object  is  to 
raise  revenue  as  well. 

Senator  VARDON. — I  will  come  to  that 
point  directly.  There  may  be  ^^5,000  or 
:^io,ooo  or  j^2o.ooo  worth  of  city  land 
built  upon  and  used  for  the  purposes  for 
which  city  land  may  be  employed.  Such 
estates  cannot  be  burst  up  in  anv  way. 
Yet  there  is  no  discrimination  under  this 
proposed  tax.  Every  piece  of  land  that  is 
above  the  value  of  ^5,000  is  to  be  sub- 
jected to  the  progressive  tax,  no  matter 
where  it  may  be.  A  man  may  have 
_;;^2o,ooo  worth  of  land  in  another  part  of 
the  country  divided  into  ten  or  twenty 
farms  with  as  many  families  living  upon 
them  ;  but  amply  because  he  is  the  owner 
of  that  land  he  is  to  be  subjected  to  the 
progressive  land  tax.  A  man  may  be*  the 
owner  of  a  large  area  which  is  cmly  fit  for 
pastoral  purposes,  and  is  b^ng  put  to  its 
full  use  when  so  employed;  and  yet  be- 
cause he  happens  to  own  it  he  must  be  sub- 
jected to  the  progressive  land  tax.  Now 
I  say  deliberately  that  if  a  man  has  ac- 
fjuirfii  1-ind  honestlv.  and  has  paid  for  it, 
to  tax  the  value  out  of  his  land  is  an  im- 
\  thing  to  do.    You  have  no  more 


right  to  tax  a  man  simply  because  he  holds 
a  certain  quantity  of  land  than  you  have 
to  tax  another  man  merely  because  he  owns 
some  other  kind  of  property.  If  you  want 
his  land  you  ought  to  pay  for  it,  and  give 
him  its  proper  value.  It  is  said  that  this 
land  tax  is  proposed  for  defence  purposes  ; 
that  we  must  have  peculation  if  we  are 
going  to  defend  the  country.  I  wish  Xa 
inquire  how  the  pnq>osed  land  tax  is  gcnng 
to  affect  the  empty  places  of  Australia  and 
the  great  north-west  coiast?  It  will  ha\*e 
no  effect  upon  them  whatever.  Is  it  sup- 
posed bv  the  supporters  of  the  tax  that  it 
will  have  the  effect  of  bringing  people  to 
those  empty  spaces  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
fending them?  Not  at  all.  What  is  pro- 
posed is  simply  to  tax  lands  which  are 
adjacent  to  the  more  populous  areas  and 
near  railways.  But  to  do  so  will  not  in 
any  way  be  effective  in  the  matter  of  the 
defence  of  Australia.  There  are  great 
areas  of  land  in  Australia  in  the  vast  open 
places  wherein  people  can  be  put  if  honor- 
able senators  are  anxious  to  s^le  a  large 
population.  They  can  make  a  very  good 
living.  I  have  before  me  a  document  en- 
titled— 

Uulletia  No.  i,  August,  1908.  Published  bv 
.lulhority  of  the  Hon.  L.  O'Loughlio,  M.P.', 
CommiHioner  of  Cr'owii  Lands,  compiled  by  T. 
DiiSicld,  secretary  and  intelligence  officer. 

The  document  states — 

Lands  will  soon  be  available  for  selection  in 
Port  Lincoln  district,  147,000  acres;  cast  of 
Murray  Bridge,  111,000  acres;  east  of  River 
Murray,  120,000  acres;  Kangaroo  Island, 353,000 
acres.  Land  east  of  River  Murray,  415,000,  and 
At  Ilynam,  near  Naracoorte,  south-east,  38,600 
will  be  available  about  November  next. 

Those  facts  frcKn  an  official  publication 
will  give  honorable  senators  an  idea  of  the 
land  available  or  about  to  be  made  avail- 
able fcfr  settlement  in  South  Australia. 
Does  it  show  that  people  are  unable  to  get 
land  for  which  they  are  anxious?  Recently 
a  practical  farmer  told  me  that  ot  the  we^ 
coist  of  South  Australia  5,000  farmers 
could  be  settled,  I  believe  that  can  be 
done.  I  do  not  say  that  the  land  there 
is  first-class  in  quality.  It  is  second-class 
land.  But  with  a  sufficient  rainfall  and 
the  use  of  fertilisers  it  will  produce  very 
good  crops. 

Senator  W.  Russell. — Is  it  r>ot  scrub 
land? 

Senator  VARD5n.— Some  of  it  is  scrub 

land,  but  it  is  not  difficult  to  clear. 

Senator  W.  Russell.— rit  is  newly  dis- 
covered.        Digi,i,3d  by  Google  . 
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Senator  VARDON.— It  has  been  under 
survey  for  years.  .  People  have  been  living 
there  for  years  and  making  exceedingly  good 
livings  up<Mi  it.  Yet  we  are  told  that  there 
is  no  land  available  Here  are  1,183,000 
acres  cf  agricultural  land  about  to  be 
thrown  open.  In  the  face  of  these  facts  hon- 
orable senators  opposite  want  to  burst  up 
large  estates  just  because  there  is  no  land 
open  for  selection  near  to  the  large  cities. 

Senator  \V.  Russell.— What  is  wanted 
is  land  of  a  suitable  kind. 

Senator  VARDON.— It  is  the  old  cry. 
Honorable  senators  want  land  near  at  hand 
and  close  to  a  railway.  What  did  the 
people  who  came  here  in  the  early  days 
do?  They  had  the  pluck  and  the  persever- 
ance to  push  out  into  the  open  spaces  and 
to  take  up  the  land  that  other  people  want 
to  get  hold  of  to-day.  They  did  net  wait 
for  railways.  They  pushed  out,  and  the 
railways  eventually  followed  them,  and 
Iwlped  them.  On  the  west  coast  of  South 
Australia  a  railway  nearly  100  miles  in 
length  has  been  built  for  the  purpose  of 
opening  up  the  very  country  wherein  a 
ijreat  deal  of  this  land  is  situated. 
1  therefore  sav  that  what  we  want  to  do  is 
not  to  brine  ix)pulation  into  the  congested 
centres,  but  to  induce  them  to  go  into  the 
open  spaces,  where  our  danger  lies.  We  do 
(lot  want  to  settle  people  within  150  miles 
of  Sydney,  Melbourne,  or  Adelaide.  It 
is  such  places  as  I  have  described  which 
we  need  to  occupy. 

Senator  de  Largie. — Send  them  where 
ihev  will  perish,  too  far  away  for  men  to 
make  a  success  of  cultivation. 

Senator  VARDON.— Rubbish  !  Why, 
men  have  g<xie  there  already  and  are  mak- 
ing a  good  living.  I  know  of  cases  of  men 
who  have  cleared  the  cost  of  their  land  in 
two  vears.  This  land  has  been  proved.  It 
has  been  shown  that  it  will  grow  good 
crops.  It  is  being  taken  up  in  increasing 
nuantities  year  by  year.  When  it  is  said 
that  the  progressive  land  tax  is  for  the  pur- 
pose of  bursting  up  big  estates,  no  matter 
how  they  mav  he  used  at  the  present  time, 
I  sav  that  the  proposal  is  arrant  humbug. 

Senator  W.  Russell. — It  will  aflfect  the 
absentee  landlords. 

Senator  VARDON.— Then  we  are  going 
to  induce  people  not  to  invest  a  shilling  in 
Australia,  because  if  thev  do  we  will  double 
tax  them?  The  speech  read  bv  the  Gover- 
nor-General yesterday  says  thai,  "  while 
providing  revenue,"  it  is  anticipated  that 
the  tax  will  lead  to  the  subdivision  of  large 


estates.  If  we  are  going  to  impose  a  land 
tax  for  raising  revenue,  it  must  be  a  tax 
without  e»mptions.  The  tax  ought  to  be 
an  equitable  one,  and  should  b^r  upon  all 
land-holders,  no  matter  whether  l»g  or 
little. 

Senator  de  Largie.— The  honorable  sena- 
tor wants  to  hit  the  little  fellow,  then? 

Senator  VARDON. — I  want  every  man 
to  bear  his  fair  share  of  the  tax.  If  a 
man  has  20,000  acres,  he  should  pay  on 
that  area;  if  he  has  only  one  acre,  he 
should  pay  on  that. 

Senator  McGregor. — Do  we  not  make 
exemptions  in  the  case  of  the  income  tax? 

Senator  VARDON.— It  is  a  fair  thing 
to  make  exemptions  in  the  income  tax, 
which  is  a  different  kind  of  tax  altogether. 
It  is  an  emergency  tax,  and  has  always 
been  so  regarded  in  England.  In  special 
circumstances  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer turns  to  the  income  tax  as  a  means 
of  raising  more  revenue.  It  is  a  fair  and 
proper  thing  to  exempt  the  man  with  a 
small  income.  But  if  there  is  to  be  a  land 
tax.  it  is  a  fair  thing  to  impose  it  without 
any  exemptions  whatever.  Then,  again, 
the  supporters  of  this  tax  wish  to  let  off 
the  man  with  a  holding  valued  at  ;£5.ooo. 
But  do  thev  suppose  that  they  will  ncrt 
depreciate  that  man's  land  by  taxing  the 
land  of  his  neighbour?  Suppose  that  A 
holds  land  to  the  value  of  ;^2,ooo,  and 
that  alongside  him  B  holds  land  to  the 
value  of  /'2o,ooo.  If  you  tax  B  and  de- 
preciate his  land,  vou  will  depreciate  the 
land  of  A  just  in  the  same  ratio. 

Senator  McGregor. — Will  the  land  grow 
less  wheat  if  the  small  holder  puts  tlie 
same  manure  into  it  and  cultivates  it  just 
the  same  as  before? 

Senator  VARDON.— That  does  not  mat- 
ter. The  value  of  the  land  will  be  depre- 
ciated. 

Senatw  de  Lakgie. — The  honorable 
senator  only  troubles  about  land  values  for 
speculative  purposes. 

Senator  VARDON.— I  stand  for  what 
seems  to  me  to  be  absolute  justice  in  re- 
gard to  this  matter,  I  have  considered  it 
carefully,  and  am  satisfied  that  the  policy 
of  the  Labour  Partv  is  unfair. 

Senator  de  Largie. — How  can  it  be? 

Senator  VARDON.— Their  ultimate 
aim,  I  am  satisfied,  is  unification. 

Senator  de  Largie. — How  does  the  hon- 
orable senator  get  that  idea? 

Senator  VARDON. — I  get  it  from  con- 
versati(xis  that  I  have  bad-with^fCTtain  in- 
dividuals.       '^19'''^^'^    ^OOg  IL 
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Senator  de  Largie.— With  whom? 

Senator  ^IcGkegor.— I  have  had  many 
conversations  with  the  honorable  senator, 
but  he  has  never  beard  that  from  me. 

Senator  VARDON. — I  do  not  believe  in 
giving  people  away.  If  I  mentioned  the 
name  I  do  not  know  what  sort  of  a  time 
the  man  would  have.  This  is  also  a  first 
step  towards  land  nationalisation. 

Senator  de  Largie. — ^Tbe  hcmorable 
senator's  statemeit  as  to  unification  is  to- 
tally incorrect,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned. 

Senator  VARDON.— I  am  not  speaking 
of  individuals,  but  of  what  I  believe  to  be 
the  ultimate  effect  of  the  policy  of  the 
Labour  Party. 

Senator  de  Largie.— It  is  not  the  policy 
of  the  Labour  Party. 

Senator  W.  Russell. — I  wish  the  hOT- 
orable  senator  would  tell  us  the  policy  of 
the  National  League,  with  which  he  is  cem- 
nected. 

Senator  VARDON. — I  shall  not  give  the 
policy  of  the  National  League,  because  I 
do  not  know  what  it  is.  The  league  never 
consulted  me  in  the  matter. 

Swiator  McGregor. — How  does  the  hon- 
orable senator  know  the  policy  of  the 
Labour  Partv,  then? 

Senator  VARDON.— Onlv  from  publi- 
cations and  from  what  I  have  gathered  in 
various  wavs. 

Senator  '  McGregor. — I  emphatically 
deny  the  honorable  senatcM-'s  statement. 

Senator  VARDON.— I  accept  the  hon- 
orable senator's  denial,  but  I  still  maintain 
that  I  have  correctly  described  the  ultimate 
effect  of  his  party's  policy. 

Senator  de  Largie. — Can  the  honorable 
sMiator  mention  a  publication  of  the  Labour 
Party  that  advocates  anything  like  what  he 
has  described? 

Senator  VARDON.— I  do  not  think  that 
I  can.  I  am  simplv  pving  my  impres- 
sion. This  polic>-,  to  my  mind,  is  the 
beginning,  first,  of  unificatic»i,  and  then  of 
land  nationalization.  I  do  not  object  to 
taxing  land  values.  There  is  no  f  airer  tax. 
But  when  it  comes  to  making  a  discrimina- 
tion and  to  imposing  a  progressive  tax,  I 
think  the  policy  is  unjust,  and  therefore  I 
do  not  support  it.  I  intended  to  make 
onlv  a  few  remarks,  and  should  not  have 
spc^cen  at  all  had  it  not  been  for  the  ob- 
servations of  Senator  W.  Russell.  I  do 
not  intend  to  discuss  the  speech  cfelivered 
by  the  Governor- General  yesterday.  It  is 
a  very  interesting  document.  It  deals  with 
a  number  of  subjects  which  in  normal  con- 
ditions I  should  have  been  very  glad  to  dis- 


cuss, but  at  present  I  do  not  feel  inclined 
to  refer  to  than,  and  I  should  not  have  said 
what  I  have  if  I  had  not  been  called  to  my 
feet  by  the  remarks  of  Senator  W.  Russell. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE  (Western  Austra- 
lia) [6.11]. — I  think  that  Senator  Vardon. 
instead  of  giving  reascms  for  not  speaking 
at  greater  length,  gave  very  good  reasons 
for  continuing  his  address,  because  during; 
this  debate  I  have  failed  to  hear  anything 
to  justify  the  attitude  which  has  been  taken 
up  on  the  other  side.  The  honorable  sena- 
tor said  that  he  is  in  favour  of  land  taxa- 
tion so  long  as  it  does  not  discriminate.  The 
Labour  Party  see  very  good  reason  for  dis- 
criminating in  the  proposal  which  they  have- 
put  before  the  country.  We  are  here  for 
the  purpose  of  assisting  men  who  make  use 
of  land.  Evidently  Soiator  Vardw  would 
tax  the  small  farmer  as  well  as  the  big 
land-grabber,  who  holds  his  land  fot  specu- 
lation, or  in  a  dog-in-the-manger  manner. 
He  would  tax  the  small  man  who  makes  use 
of  his  land  equally  with  the  mere  land-grab- 
ber. It  is  well  known  that  the  object  of 
our  land  tax  proposal  is  to  bring  land  into- 
use.  Whether  it  affects  the  selling  value 
or  not  is  another  matter.  I  am  quite  satis- 
fied that  it  cannot  possibly  depreciate  the 
value  of  land.  If  it  is  the  use  value  that  is 
meant,  as  Senator  McGregor  interjected, 
the  land  will  have  the  same  value  in  the  pro- 
duction of  useful  crops  whether  it  is  taxed 
or  not.  Its  use  value  cannot  possibly  be 
affected,  but  only  the  speculative  value.  I 
think  it  is  quite  clear  that,  so  far  as  those 
who  sit  on  the  Opposition  side  are  c«i- 
"cerned  at  the  present  moment  

Senator  Walker. — There  are  not  ver\- 
many  of  them  here. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— No,  and  for  all 
that  has  been  said  by  them  up  to  tSie  pre- 
sent time,  they  might  as  well  have  never 
been  here.  We  have  waited  patiently  to- 
hear  from  the  Opposition  some  justification 
for  the  attitude  which  is  taken  up  towards 
the  present  Government.  One  cannot  but 
feel  that  it  is  a  very  unusual  thing  for  a 
Government  to  be  turned  out  with  no  reasons 
given. 

Senator  Vahdon.— But  the  Senate  cannot 
turn  out  the  Government. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— The  honorable 
senator  knows  very  well  that  he  is  con- 
nected with  the  partv  which  is  turning  out 
the  Govemment.  It  ts  ior  the  representa- 
tives of  the  party  here  to  give  some  reasons 
for  their  attitude.  We  have  heard  a  great 
deal  said  againrt  the  Labour  Party  foo:  meet- 
ing in  secret  and  s^fng  party  affairs,  but 
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caucuses  have  been  held  durii^  the  present 
week  to  a  greater  extent  than  has  perhaps 
l»-<»n  the  case  for  soine  years.  There  are, 
ttr  were,  four  political  parties  in  this  Par- 
liament .  Each  party  has  been  holding  cau- 
cus meetings  during  the  last  few  davs.  If 
Senator  Vardon  does  not  agree  with  the 
principle  of  holding  such  meetings  

Setiatw  Vardon. — I  have  never  referred 
to  A  caucus  raeeting. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— I  am  glad  to 
fiear  that  the  honcnrable  senator  reo^ses 
the  inconsistency  and  the  absurdity  of  ron- 
tlemning  the  holding  of  paAy  raeetings  by 
those  who  follow  our  practice. 

Senator  Vardon. — I  do  not  condemn 
them. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— I  am  glad  to 
know  that  the  honorable  senator  does  not 
join  in  the  silly  cry  against  caucus  rule, 
and  so  forth.  Xow.  after  alt  is  said  and 
'lone,  what  is  caucus  rule?  A  caucus  is 
raerely  a  meeting  of  a  political  party  to 
ascertain  what  they  are  going  to  do  in  the 
House  or  under  certain  conditions.  Surely 
that  is  a  ccmmon-^iense  thing,  tt  is  a  prac- 
tice which  all  political  parties  follow  more 
or  less.  And  therefore  I  expected  that  the 
Tf'piesentatives  of  Federal  parties  would 
pive  us  the  benefit  of  Icmwing  what  was 
done  at  the  recent  meetings.  If  this  Par- 
liament is  not  entitled,  certainly  the  coun- 
try is  entitled  to  know  why  the  Labour  Go- 
vernment is  about  to  be  turned  out.  Not  one 
word  of  justification  has  been  offered  here 
for  the  attitude  which  is  taken  up  at  the 
present  time  towards  the  Goverrunent. 

Senator  Vardon. — What  reasOTi  did  the 
Labour  Party  give  for  turning  out  the 
Beakin  Government? 

Senator  D£  LARGIE.— As  the  honor- 
able senator  did  not  belong  to  the  Deakin 
Gm-emment  at  that  time — 1  suppose  he  be- 
longs to  the  Deakin  Party  now — he  should 
take  no  exception  to  the  attitude  which  the 
Labour  Party  took  up  towards  that  Govern- 
m-^nt.  It  was  well  known.  It  was  clearly 
announced  here  that  the  time  had  come  when 
the  Labour  Party  could  no  lotiger  follow 
ihe  Deakin  Govemment.  The  two  parties 
had  been  travelling  in  the  same  direction 
for  a  considerable  time.  We  had  travelled 
together  as  far  as  it  was  possible  to  do,  and 
the  parting  of  the  ways  had  come.  We 
said  that  they  were  not  going  in  the  direc- 
tiwi  in  which  we  were  making,  that  they 
had  practically  outlived  their  usefulness, 
that  they  had  failed  to  carry  out  even  the 
principles  which  they  had  advocated,  the 
roosi  noticeable,  perhaps,  being  that  of  new 


protection.  It  is  a  well-known  fact  that 
the  Protectionist  Party  had  advocated  pro- 
tection of  the  old  kind,  and  had  been 
brought  round,  apparently  against  their 
will,  to  the  principle  of  new  protection— 
a  principle  which  was  first  enunciated  by 
labour  men,  and  introduced  into  this  Par- 
liament by  latxHir  men.  The  Deakin  Go- 
vernment were  forced,  apparently  against 
their  will,  to  legislate  on  the  subject,  and  the 
High  Court  decided  that  their  legislation 
was  unconstituti<xial.  As  the  Deakin  Go- 
vernment showed  no  earnest  desire  to  carry 
things  to  a  logical  conclusion — to  ask  for 
power  to  enable  this  Parliament  to  legislate 
fully,  in  this  directicMi — we  told  them  that 
we  could  no  longer  follow  them.  That 
was,  I  think,  a  clear  and  straightforward 
attitude  for  us  to  take  up.  I  feel  quite 
sure  that  the  Deakin  Party  could  not  pos- 
sibly find  any  objection  to  that  attitude. 
Fot  a  period  of  seven  vears  we  had  prac- 
tically kept  the  Deakin  Party  in  office,  and 
I  feel  confident  that  no  member  of  that 
party  can  say  that  the  slightest  injustice  was 
done  to  them,  or  that  we  took  advantage  of 
our  position  to  use  them  unfairly.  Sena- 
tor Vardon  interjected  that  we  gave  no 
reason  for  turning  out  the  Deakin  Govem- 
ment. but  if  he  will  look  at  the  history  of 
political  parties  in  this  Parliament  he  will 
recognise  that  he  is  taking  up  a  very  strange 
position. 

Senator  Vardon. — All  you  told  the  coun- 
try was  that  you  had  withdrawn  your  sup- 
port from  the  Deakin  Government. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— I  think  I  have 
explained  to  the  honwable  senator  the  rea- 
son why  we  did. 

Senator  Vabdon. — It  was  not  explained 
in  Parliament. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— I  am  sure  that 
it  was  explauied  here  fully,  and  that  every- 
one understood  the  reason  for  the  Labour 
Party  taking  office. 

Senator  Henderson.  —  Mr.  Deakin's 
document  on  new  protection  explained  it. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— Having  taken 
office  at  the  close  of  last  session,  the  Labour 
Goverrunent  were  obliged  to  clear  up  the 
business  of  the  late  Govemment,  and  to  go 
into  recess  to  prepare  a  policy  for  the  fol- 
lowing session.  A  new  session  has  been 
opened,  but  before  the  largest  of  the  four 
parties  in  this  Parliament  have  had  time 
to  present  their  policy  to  the  country  a 
combination  has  been  brought  about  to  turn 
them  out  of  office,  and  not  one  word  has 
yet  been  uttered  here  to  justify  that  attitude 


84        Oovernor-GenertJ'M  Speech :      [SEXATE.]  AddreaB-in-Reply. 


I  propose  to  quote  some  references  made  by 
Mr.  Deakin  last  session  in  the  other  House 
to  the  men  with  whtxn  he  has  now  ctxnbined 
to  form  one  great  party.  -  I  think  that 
these  references  should  be  made  public  at 
the  present  monient. 

Senator  Vahdon. — The  honorable  senator 
had  better  quote  what  he  said  of  the  La- 
bour Party,  too. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— If  the  honor- 
able senator  wishes  to  place  on  record  any 
statanents  previously  made  by  Mr.  Deakin 
now  is  ti^  proper  time  to  quote  them.  In 
that  regard  I  shall  offer  the  honwable  sena- 
tor every  possible  assistance  in  order  to 
show  not  only  the  incffliastency  but  the 
dangerous  character  of  the  man  whtwn  I 
suppose  he  will  call  his  leader  in  the  near 
future. 

Senator  Gray. — And  whom  you  have 
kept  in  dSux  for  so  long. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— Yes,  as  I  have 
already  admitted.  It  took  the  Labour 
Party  seven  years  to  find  out  the  character 
of  the  man,  but  we  know  him  now.  The 
best  of  men  may  be  deceived  in  public 
affairs.  For  years  the>-  may  think  that 
they  are  supporting  an  honest  politician, 
but  a  time  comes  when  he  is  exposed  as 
>fr.  Deakin  stands  exposed  on  this  occasion. 
What  of  those  who  know  that  this  man  is 
treacherous  in  politics,  who  know,  as  the 
honcvable  senator  knows,  the  treachery  he 
practised  towards  Mr.  Reid  on  a  former 
occasion?  Had  such  treatment  been 
meted  out  to  my  leader  no  one  would  have 
dragged  me  into  a  cranbination  with  a  poli- 
tician of  that  kind.  Such  a  man  is  not 
fit  to  hold  a  promir^t  position  in  this  Par- 
liament. It  is  a  disgrace  to  cur  politics 
that  we  should  have  tactics  of  that  kind 
practised  in  this  Parliament. 

Senator  Needham, — Does  the  honorable 
senator  think  that  the  quotations  he  is  about 
to  make  will  be  published? 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— Whether  they 
are  published  in  the  press  or  not  they  cer- 
tainly will  be  published  in  Hansard,  which 
circulates  more  extensively  than  does  any 
newspaper  in  Australia,  and  I  shall  be 
quite  satisfied  with  that  amount  of  pub- 
licity. These  quotations  show  the  attitude 
which,  liO  later  than  the  20th  October  last, 
Mr.  Deakin,  the  present  leader  of  the  Op- 
position, assumed  towards  the  late  leader 
of  the  Opponti<».  He  referred  to  the 
then  Free-Trade  Party  sitting, in  the  other 
chamber  as  a  reactionary  party.  _  He  said 
that  he  could  not  poSsibly  associate  with 


the  wreckage  of  the  black  labour  pari> . 
the  antt-sodalist  party,  the  anti-Federal 
party,  and  a  bodv  of  members  that  might 
be  described  as  the  wreckage  of  the  free- 
trade  narty.  All  these  things  were  fired 
off  bv  the  late  Prime  Minister  at  Mr. 
Joseph  Cook,  the  right  hoocffable  G.  H. 
Reid.  and  others  sitting  in  opposition  to 
him.  Here  is  the  record  of  what  he  said 
from  Hansard  of  the  20th  October 
last- 
That,  however,  is  for  the  future.  At  the  pre- 
sent time  the  right  honorable  member  has  be- 
hind htm  only  the  wreckage  of  half-a-dozeo  ohi 
sections.  He  has  behind  htm  the  wreckage  of 
the  free  importing  party;  the' wreckage  of  the 
individualist  party;  the  wreckage  of  the  anti- 
socialist  party;  and  the  wreckage  of  the  coloured 
labour  party,  all  are  to  be  found  ort  that  side 
of  the  House. 

Evidently  at  that  time  Sir.  Deakin  was  in- 
clined towards  the  socialistic  idea*  judging 
by  his  reference  to  the  individualist  party. 
We  have  before  us  to-day  a  combination 
brought  about  in  a  secret  manner.  The 
time  will  come,  I  suppose,  when  the  whole 
of  the  negotiations  will  be  published ;  but, 
so  far,  all  that  is  known  is  that  certain 
caucus  meetings  have  been  held. 

Senator  Needham. — Caucus  meetings? 

Senator  DE  LARGIE. — Yes;  caucus- 
meetings  have  been  held  by  men  who  have 
been  ever  ready  to  denounce  that  method  of 
dealincr  with  political  business,  and  so  far 
as  we  know  the  result  of  those  meetings- 
is  that  Mr.  Deakin  has  now  takeg  unt"j 
his  bosom  the  wreckage  of  all  the  reac- 
tionarv  sections  he  enumerated  in  the  House 
of  Representatives  onlv  last  October. 
Neither  Senator  Millen  nor  any  of  his  fol- 
lowers on  the  other  side  who  have  so  far 
spoken  have  given  a  single  reason  for  the 
position  thev  have  taken  up. 

Senator  Givens. — How  rauld  they,  if 
they  have  not  one  about  them 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— Some  reason  is 
usually  found  to  support  even  the  worst 
case;  but  on  the  present  occasion  "mum" 
is  to  be  the  word,  and  no  reason  is  given 
for  the  attitude  which  those  in  opposition 
to  the  Labour  Party  have  assumed.  How- 
ever, it  will  be  for  the  country  to  demand 
an  explanatiCMi,  ,and  if  the  opportunity 
could  have  been  afforded  the  country 
now,  I  feel  sure  that  no  such  combina- 
tion as  we  have  heard  of  in  another 
place  would  have  been  brought  about. 
It  is  merely  because  those  who  have  com- 
bined believe  that  they  are  safe  frc«n 
the  wrath  of  the  eleotors  that^  they 
have   been   propped  %t»M9^?g4g  the- 


Gwemor-OmeraPs  Speech :    [27  May,  1909-] 


AddreBs-in-Rejply. 


85 


attitude  they  have  assumed.  Tbev  believe 
that  thev  can  with  safety  retain  (^Sce  until 
the  next  election  comes  round,  and  they 
trust  to  the  advantage  they  will  derive  from 
being  in  that  position  to  conduct  the  elec- 
tions. That  is  all  thev  have  to  depend  upon 
to  save  them  from  political  extinction.  I  do 
not  find  fault  with  them  for  banding  to- 
gether whM  it  .was  their  only  possible  hope 
if  thev  were  to  escape  the  wrath  of  Uie 
electcM-s.  But  some  of  them  will  live  to 
regret  the  positicm  they  have  taken  up> 
From  what  we  have  heard  of  the  utterances 
in  another  place  as  to  the  methods  by  which 
the  combination  has  been  brought  about, 
it  will  be  admitted  that  the  Dealcin  Party 
have  figured  with  very  little  credit  in  what 
has  transpired. 

sating  suspended  from  6.30  to  7.45  f.m. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— In  cudgelling 
oui  brains  to  discover  s«ne  reason  for  the 
attitude  of  the  Opposition,  we  ask  how  it 
is  that  such  a  sudden  change  could  be 
effected  in  the  minds  of  those  who  onW  a 
few  days  ago  were  opposed  to  the  so-called 
fusion  process. 

Senator  Walker. — I  think  that  even  St. 
Paul  was  suddenly  converted.  ■ 

Senator  DE  LARGIE. — I  should  be 
sorrv  for  anv  saint  who  was  converted  in 
the  direction  in  which  Senator  Walker  ap- 
pears to  be  going  at  the  present  time.  The 
honorable  senator  is  giving  up  every  prin- 
ciple he  has  advocated  in  the  past. 

5ienator  Walker. — I  am  as  strong  a  free- 
trader as  I  ever  was.  We  have  sunk  the 
fiscal  issue,  as  tHe  honorab'.e  senator's 
partv  did. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— The  honorable 
senator  has  sunk  the  only  principle  which 
the  members  of  the  party  to  which  he  be- 
longs can.  as  a  party,  be  said  to  have  had. 
I  ask  him  to  say  whether  he  is  prepared  to 
go  to  the  people  of  New  South  Wales  and 
say  that,  in  order  to  turn  out  the  Labour 
Party,  he  was  prepared  to  sink  the  only 
principle  he  ever  held. 

Senator  Walker. — I  have  always  been 
in  favour  of  the  priiwiple  of  individualism 
also. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— Then  the  Ikhi- 
orable  senator  should  not  sail  under  the 
colours  of  a  leader  who  only  yesterday  was 
prepared  to  condemn  individualism  and 
anti- Socialism.  Mr.  Deakin  never  made 
any  pretence  of  belcHiging  to  the  anti- 
Socialist  Party. 

Senator  Walker. — Perhaps  he  has  come 
to  our  way  of  thinking  upon  these  matters. 


Senator  DE  LARGIE.— We  know  that 
Senator  Walker,  Senator  Gray,  and  other 
honorable  senators  opposite  condemned  Mr. 
Deakin  because  he  lent  himself  to  the  enact- 
ment of  socialistic  legislation. 

Senator  Walker. — Mr.  Deakin  sees  the 
error  of  his  ways  now,  no  doubt. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— If  Senator 
Walka  is  lending  himself  to  political  dis- 
honesty on  the  part  of  Mr.  Deakin  and  is 
indudng  that  gentleman  to  stray  from  the 
straight  political  path»  he  is  doing  some- 
thing of  which  as  a  politician  and  a  man 
he  should  be  ashamed.  Summed  up,  we 
know  that  the  Oppositicm  parties  have  com- 
bined in  order  to  turn  out  the  Labour  Go- 
venunent  before  they  had  an  opportunity 
to  give  eflFect  to  the  principles  which  they 
have  so  long  advocated.  Before  the^ 
Labour  Government  was  formed  it  was  said 
that  the  Labour  Party  were  afraid  to  take 
(^ce.  It  was  said  that  they  had  no  men 
of  sufficioit  capacity  to  administer  any 
Department  of  Government,  and  that,  for 
that  reason,  they  tailed  in  behind  the 
Deakin  Government.  If  we  have  done  no 
more  than  nail  down  that  misrepresentation 
we  have  effected  some  good.  We  have 
shown  our  political  opponents  that  we  have 
men  in  the  party  as  capable  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  affairs  as  any  to  be  found  in 
the  parties  opposing  us.  We  have  also 
shown  that  the  affairs  of  the  Commonwealth 
are  as  safe  in  our  hands  as  in  the  hands  of 
any  other  political  party. 

Swator  Walker. — I  doi^  that.  I  re- 
gard the  Broken  Hill  disturbaiKes  as  a 
black  mark  against  th^  llinistry. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— I  should  like  to 
know  what  the  Labour  Government  had  to 
do  with  the  Broken  Hill  disturbances. 

Senat(»^  Walker. — Members  of  the  Go- 
vernment showed  an  undignified  partiality 
for  men  at  Broken  Hill  who  w^e  acting  in 
an  extraordinary  manner. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— So  far  as  I 
know,  the  only  member  of  the  Government 
who  took  any  part  in  the  Broken  Hill 
trouble  was  the  PostmastCT-Gen«-al,  Mr. 
Josiah  Thomas. 

Senator  Walker. — ^What  about  the  At- 
torney-General ? 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— I  am  not  so 

conversant  with  what  was  done  by  the  At- 
torney-General, but  I  know  that  Mr. 
Thomas,  as  a  representati\e  of  the  men  on 
strike,  did  the  proper  thing  in  showing 
that  his  sympathies  were  with  those  who 
were  fighting  against  a  reduction  of  wages. 
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and  whose  cause  was  Justified  the  de- 
cision of  the  Arbitration  Court.    If  the 

claims  of  the  men  had  been  shown  to  be 
unjustifiable  I  could  have  understood  the 
honorable  senator's  objection  to  the  action 
taken  by  Mr.  Josiah  Th<wnas;  but  it  has 
been  shown  that  Mr.  Thomas  was  on  the 
right  side,  and  that  it  would  have  been 
a  shame  for  hii»  to  have  dcwie  other  than 
he  did.  However,  Senator  Walker  is  so 
accustomed  to  think  that  only  wealth  and 
prt^rty  can  be  right  that  he  believes  that 
of  necessity  those  who  toil  to  produce 
wealth  must  be  wrcng. 

Senator  Walker. — No  cme  knofws  better 
than  does  the  honwable  s^ator  that  that 
is  not  a  characteristic  of  mine. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— How  is  it, 
then,  that  as  soon  as  the  dispute  took 
place  the  honorable  senatOT  gave  his  sym- 
pathy to  the  parties  who  have  since  been 
shown  to  be  in  the  wrong? 

Senator  Walker. — I  have  always  been 
in  favour  of  law  and  order. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— If  the  people 
whom  the  honorable  senator  sappOTts  were 
so  anxious  foe  law  and  order,  why  were 
they  so  reluctant  to  siimiit  the  matter  to 
the  only  Court  that  could  settle  it  in  terms 
of  law  and  order? 

SenatOT  Needham, — ^And  why  did  they 
not  abide  bv  the  law  when  it  was  stated? 

Senator  t)E  LARGIE.— The  fact  is  that 
Senator  Walker  is  always  on  the  side  of 
the  capitalists  in  disputes  of  this  kind. 

Senator  Walker.— That  is  all  that  the 
Jionorable  senator  knows. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE. — I  can  only 
judge  by  the  honorable  senator's  remarks 
here.  It  was  shown  when  the  dispute  at 
Broken  Hill  was  submitted  to  a  process  of 
cold  reasoning  iri  the  Arbitration  Court  that 
the  claims  of  the  men  were  justified ;  but 
notwithstanding  the  decision  of  the  Court, 
Senator  Walker's  sympathy  is  apparently 
still  on  the  wrong  side.  As  to  the  refer- 
ences to  what  took  place  at  Broken  Hill, 
it  is  very  doubtful  whether  the  disturbances 
were  as  serious  as  they  have  been  made  to 
appear.  We  know  how  such  things  ttre 
magnified.  VVe  know,  also,  that  greater 
outrages  have  taken  place  since.  We  know 
that  at  the  trial  of  some  cases  the  other 
day,  when  an  unfortunate  fellow  who  took 
part  in  stone-th rowing — as  men  often  do 
during  labour  disputes — was  brought  before 
a  Court,  he  received  the  barbarous  sentence 
of  three  vears'  imprisonmmt. 

The  PRESIDENT.— Order  I  The  hon- 
orable senator  is  now  making  a  reflection 


upon  the  action  of  a  Judge,  and  he  must 
know  that  that  is  not  in  order. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— I  have  no  desire 
to  do  so.  I  have  come  into  conflict  with  the 
law  in  the  past,  and  I  have  no  desire  to  do 
so  again;  but  when  these  matters  were  in- 
troduced by  Senator  Walker,  making  it 
appear  that  labour  members  and  members 
of  the  Labour  Government  had  done  some- 
thing unfair  during  the  Broken  Hill  strike, 
I  was  obliged  to  remind  him  of  these 
things.  I  wish  the  honorable  senator  to 
take  to  heart  the  decision  of  the  Aitntration 
Court.  Honorable  senators  ^lerally  will 
admit  that  Senator  Walker  is  a  fair-minded 
man  when  he  does  not  allorar  his  bias  or 
prejudice  to  get  the  better  of  his  reason, 
and  I  am  sure  that  looking  at  the  decision 
of  the  Arbitration  Court  the  honorable 
senator  will  admit  that  the  men  were  justi- 
fied in  the  attitude  which  they  took  up. 
I  wish  now  to  quote  the  opinion  of  a  ver\ 
powerful  journal  which  is  published  in 
Melbourne,  and  which  has  consistently  op- 
posed the  fusion  of  the  political  parties 
in  this  Parliament  that  has  now  been  can- 
pleted,  just  as  it  opposed  a  coaliticm  be- 
tween the  Liberal  and  the  Cwiservative  par- 
ties in  the  Victorian  Parliament  some  time 
ago.  No  later  than  the  sth  inst,  the  Age 
in  discussing  the  proposed  fusion  of  par- 
ties in  the  Commonweatlh  Parliament, 
said — 

The  conservatives  have  been  sedulously  striv- 
ing to  lure  the  Liberal  leader  into  the  camp  of 
stagnation.    They  have  sung  the   siren's  song, 
"  Come  be  fused,"  with  nauseating  iteration. 
It  also  stated — 

All  the  carefully  thought  out  expedients  of 
conservatism  have  been  quietly  disregarded. 

Evidently  the  Age  was  not  so  much  in  the 
know  after  all,  because  it  is  quite  manifest 
to-day  that  the  Conservatives  and  the  so- 
called  Liberals  have  come  together,  and 
that  their  fusim  is  now  an  accomplished 
fact.  It  remains  to  be  seen  .whether  the 
journal  which  I  have  quoted  will  stand  to 
the  principles  which  it  has  so  long  advo- 
cated, or  whether  it  is  merely  a  time-server 
like  the  gentleman  who  is  now  leading  the 
Opposition  in  another  place. 

Senator  McGregor. — Are  there  no  time- 
servers  here? 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— The  case  is  not 
quite  so  glaring  in  this  Chamber  as  it  is 
in  another  place.  The  Opposition  in  the 
Senate  has  been  practically  united  all 
along,  and  its  members  have  perhapw  paved 
the  way  for  what  has  been  done  elsewhere. 
It  will  be  interesting  to  see  wh^lwr  Mr, 
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I>eAkin  will  put  the  principles  of  the 
Labour  Party  to  the  test  bv  opposing  them, 
and  by  putting  other  priocipl^  before  the 
oDontry  in  lieu  th«eof.  We  know  that  some 
time  ago  be  loudly  demanded  that  Farlia- 
ment  should  be  called  together  im- 
■Bcdiatety.  His  demand  took  such  a  hur- 
ried form  that  one  naturally  expected  that 
as  soon  as  Parliament  met,  he  would  be 
pr^iared  to  put  a  policy  before  it.  But  so 
far  as  we  know,  he  has  no  policy.  Instead, 
by  a  simple  vote,  he  has  been  content  to 
take  the  business  of  the  country  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  Goverrtment  of  the  day.  Ap- 
parently, his  only  desire  is  that  he  may  once 
more  eijoy  the  sweets  of  c^Sce.  A  man 
who  has  enjoyed  those  sweets  so  l<xig  as  he 
has — owing  to  the  suppwt  extended  to 
him  by  the  Labour  Party — should  have 
been  the  very  last  to  have  resorted  to  a 
trick  of  that  kind.  But  evidently  he  is  pre- 
pared to  use  the  dagger  not  only  against 
the  Lalxxir  Party,  but  against  every  party 
with  which  he  is  associated.  We  all  re- 
member how  he  treated  the  Reid-Mcl>ean 
Government,  and  we  know  how  he  has 
treated  the  Fisher  Government.  It  will  be 
iDstruct>\-e  to  learn  the  nature  of  the  policy 
which  will  be  put  forward  by  the  successors 
of  the  present  Ministry.  For  instance,  1 
should  like  to  know  what  their  defence 
policy  will  be.  Mr.  Deakin  has  advocated 
the  presentation  of  a  Dreadnought  to  the 
Old  Country.  Will  he  have  the  courage 
to  put  that  proposal  before  Parliament, 
and  to  stand  or  fall  by  it  ?  I  trust  tha^  he 
will.  If  he  does — notwithstanding  the 
fusion  whk^  has  been  brought  about — I  am 
satisfied  that  the  proposal  will  be  defeated. 
Ortainty,  the  public  are  opposed  to  it.  I 
do  hope  that  Mr.  Deakin  will  have  the 
ootvage  of  his  convictions,  and  will  bring 
tlie  matter  forward. 

Senator  Findlev. — Courage  of  what? 

Senator  D  E  LARGIE  .—Perhaps  I 
ought  to  withdraw  the  term  "  convictions." 
At  any  rate,  if  he  is  content  to  make  the 
proposed  offer  of  a  Dreadnought  to 
the  Mother  Country  a  lest  question,  his 
tntn  of  <^5oe  will  be  very  sbcnrt  indeed. 
We  all  know  that  he  cannot  be  in  favour 
of  an  increased  naval  subsidy,  because  he 
himself  unreservedly  condemned  the  pre- 
sent naval  agreement  at  the  recent  Imperial 
Conference. 

Senator  Findley. — And  his  chief  hench- 
mm  condemned  him  for  doing  so. 

Senator  BE  LARGIE.— Exactly.  1 
diall  await  witii  intmat  his  annooncemeDt 


in  that  connexion.  Certainly  the  sup- 
porters of  the  present  Government  will  not 
forget  to  remind  the  country  at  the  next 
election  of  what  th^  proposals  were  at 
the  opening  of  the  present  session  and 
Mr.  Deakin's  policy  will  be  contrasted 
with  thera.  I  can  scarcely  credit  that 
sturdy  free-traders  like  Senator  Puls- 
ford  and  Senator  Walker  will  be  con- 
lent  to  allow  a  revision  of  the  Tariff 
from  a  protecticwiist  stand-p(unt  when 
the  time  for  correcting  anomalies 
comes  round.  We  have  been  assured  by 
the  press  that  they  have  thrown  all  their 
fiscal  principles  overboard,  but  I  can 
scarcely  believe  it.  To  tolerate  a  man  like 
Mr.  Deakin  is  a  sufficient  sacrifice  in  itself 
without  those  honorable  senators  being 
called  upon  to  fwego  any  of  their  political 
principles  in  order  that  they  may  fight 
under  his  banner.  The  question  of  the  new 
protection  will  certainlv  be  pressed  to  the 
front  by  the  members  of  the  Labour  Party. 
It  was  one  of  the  main  planks  in  the 
policy  of  the  present  Government,  as  out- 
lined by  the  Prime  Minister  at  Gympie,  and 
it  will  certainly  be  one  of  the  test  questions 
at  the  next  elections. 

Senator  HENDERSON  (Western  Aus- 
tralia) [8.5.].— There  are  one  or  two  aspects 
of  this  debate  to  which  I  desire  briefly  to 
refer.  In  the  first  place,  we  must  all  have 
noticed  the  entire  absence  of  any  explana- 
tion by  any  member  of  the  Opposition  as 
to  why  it  has  been  decided  that  the  policv 
of  the  Government  ought  not  to  be  put  in 
COTcrete  form  before  the  country.  That 
that  policy  has  been  accepted  by  the  elec- 
tors as  Australian  in  purpose  and  sentiment 
no  one  will  deny.  The  knowledge  which 
honorable  senators  opposite  possess  in 
that  connexion  is  so  overwhelming  that  I 
take  it  for  granted  that  its  general  accept- 
ance is  the  sole  reason  whv  they  desire  to 
prevm  the  people  from  gaining  the  slight- 
est clue  as  to  their  real  object.  I  listened 
attentively  to  the  speech  of  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition  this  afternoon,  and  I  must 
confess  that  I  somewhat  admired  him.  I 
have  an  idea  that  he  still  possesses  a  good 
deal  of  political  decency,  so  much  indeed 
that  he  was  absolutely  prevented  from  iden- 
tifying himself  entirely  with  the  conditions 
which  exist  at  this  early  stage  of  the  ses- 
sion. Of  course,  he  did  urge  as  an  excuse 
for  his  brevity  that  the  present  situatim 
was  abnormal,  and  that  as  a  result  he 
would  confine  his  remarkartoJJje  jqawtion  of 
advertising  theDiafeSSbS^c^wgA^ralia. 


88        Q0eenar-Gt:nert£9  Speech :      [SENATE.]  Addreu-m-Bepljf. 


Possibly  that  may  be  the  right  position  for 
him  to  take  up.    But,  in  my  opinion,  he 
ought  at  least  to  hare  given  some  reasons 
why  the  present  situation  has  been  brought 
about.    If  it  is  the  result  of  the  policy 
put  forward  by  the  present  Ministry  he 
ought  to  have  said  so,  and  if,  on  the  other 
hand,  it  is  the  outcome  of  considerations  of 
expediency,  he  ought  also  to  have  said  so. 
Personally,  as  a  member  of  the  Labour 
Party,  I  do  not  intend  to  mourn  because  of 
the  existing  situation.     The  only  reason 
why  I  regret  it  is  because  a  policy  which 
was  Australian  in  its  very  essence,  is  to  be 
frustrated  before  its  submissiw  to  Parlia- 
ment.  I  have  always  recognised  that,  after 
all,  there  are  cmly  two  parties  in  politics. 
There  has  never  been  more  than  two  parties. 
There  has  been  the  party  which,  at  least 
during    the    past    eighteen    or  twenty 
years,    has    grown    stronger    with  age. 
That  is  the  party  which  has  always  de- 
sired   the    progress    of    Australia ;  that 
has  always  desire*!  to  make  our  nation 
what  it  ought  to  be.  an  ideal  nation,  in 
which  every  man  and  woman   shall  al- 
ways  be    able    to   obtain    a    fair  and 
honest  Ih-elihood.    But  there  has  also  been 
that  other  party  in  politics  which  has  de- 
sired that  legislation  should  be  of  such  a 
character  as  to  promote  the  aRgran^isement 
of  the  few  and  to  increase  the  toil  of  the 
many.  The  present  position , shows  us  clearly 
that  we  are  perfectly  justified  in  entertain- 
ing a  conception  of  the  kind.    If  we  want 
further  evidence  we  shall  probably  obtain 
it  ill  n  day  or  two,  when  we  shall  probably 
see  Senator  Best  and  Senator  Millen  occupy- 
ing the  seats  where  Senator  McGregor  and 
Senator   Pearce   now   sit.    The  political 
battles  that  those  gentleman  have  foughx 
from  opposite  sides  of  the  chamber  are 
fresh  in  our  memories. 

Senator  Walker. — Friendly  duels. 

Senator  HF.NDERSOX.— They  were  nut 
friendly  duels  at  all.  Thev  were,  politi- 
cally, duels  to  the  death.  Senator  Millen 
and  Senator  Best  have  fought  each  other 
to  establish  their  respective  political  prin- 
ciples, the  one  as  an  uncompromising  free- 
trader, the  other  as  an  equally  uncompro- 
mising protectionist.  But  the  probabilities 
are  that  ih  the  course  of  a  few  days  we 
shall  see  them  with  all  the  shreds  and 

Satches  of  their  previous  political  costumes 
ragged  together  to  oovct  them,  and  sitting 
side  bv  side,  as,  indeed,  I  honestly  think 
they  ought  to  do.  Their  real  policy  has  al- 
leys been  "  Down  with  Labour,  and  ad- 


vance the  prospects  and  prosperity  of  capi- 
tal as  much  as  possible."  Their  object 
has  been  to  make  Australia  j^reat  in  capi- 
talism, no  matter  how  poverty-stricken  the 
f(K&t  bulk  of  her  people  nught  be.  They 
have  combined  tocher  to  defeat  the  only 
true  Australian  policy  that  has  ever  been 
put  before  this  country.  ScHiie  of  the  cwn- 
pcments  of  this  new  combination  have  talked 
— I  admit  that  they  have  talked  a  great  deal 
—about  the  requirements  of  Australian  de- 
fence. Mr.  Deakin  has  been  <Mie  of  the 
principal  apostles  of  a  defence  policy.  But 
he  has  d<Mie  nothing  but  talk.  Now  the 
Labour  Government  have  brought  f<vward 
a  practical  scheme  of  defence,  a  scheme  that 
has  undoubtedly  met  with  public  appro- 
bation. Yet  the  people  who  have  been  talk- 
ing defence  for  the  past  eight  or  nine  vrars 
have  suddenly  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
this  practical  defence  scheme  of  the  Labcur 
Government  shall  not  be  applied  to  Aus- 
tralia. I  ha\-e  no  hesitation  in  gi^'ing  my 
assurance  to  Senator  de  Largie  that  he  need 
not  for  a  moment  fear  that  either  Mr.  Dea- 
kin or  any  of  his  followers  will  touch  the 
matter  of  Dreadnought  presentation. 

Senator  de  Largie. — Then  why  did  Mr. 
Deakin  ask  for  Parliament  to  be  called  to- 
gether? 

Senator  HENDERSON.  —  He  mijrht 
have  said  that  he  wanted  Parliament  to  be 
called  together  to  discuss  the  Dreadnought 
presentation,  but  at  that  time  there  were  a 
few  mad  people  in  Sydney  and  Melbourne 
whp  had  not  been  locked  up  by  the  lunacy 
authorities,  and  who  had  got  it  into  their 
heads  that  th}6  Dreadnought  idea  was  a 
grand  one.  It  looked  at  one  time  as  if  the 
movement  was  going  to  be  very  popular. 
That,  of  course,  was  when  Mr.  Deakin  as- 
sociated himself  with  it.  It  was  becauiie  it 
Rpprared  likely  to  be  popular  that  Mr.  Dea- 
kin walked  into  the  trap. 

Senator  de  Largie.— Why  is  he  tuminff 
the  Government  out,  then  ? 

Senator  HENDERSON.  —  He  has  no 
real  reason  for  turning  the  Government  out, 
but  whatever  reason  he  may  assign,  we  mav 
be  quite  sure  that  he  will  not  propose  the 
purchase  of  a  Dreadnought.  He  and  his 
followers  will  entirelv  forget  that  some  of 
the  Imperialist  faddists  in  Sydnev  desired 
Australia  to  present  a  Dreadnought.  The 
verv  last  thing  that  the  party  of  shreds  and 
patches  propose  will  be  to  take  up  that 
business.  I  do  not  know  whether  thev  will 
make  an  atfempt  to  foimul£rte.iL.dkjgence 
policy  for  Austraiasi'i^^lfhVlifi^eBlked 
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abrnii  it,  but  they  have  never  attempted  to 
fr.iiTH:  a  policy  that  was  vwthy  of  the 
lunie. 

Senator  Needham. — They  haw  not  got 

one. 

Sen.itor  HEXDERSOX.— They  mav  be 
pitii-d  ioT  that,  because  it  would  be  a  diffi- 
cult mjtter  to  frame  a  policy  for  a  part}-  of 
that  character.  Take  Mr.  Irvine,  for  in- 
naikie.  He  is  a  liberal-minded  man,  I  am 
sure.     Ewry  one  knows  that  he  is. 

Senator  Findley. — The  Age  said  that  a 
Liberal  ought  to  avad  Mr.  Irvine  as  he 
■ould  the  plague. 

Senator  HEXDERSON.— Exactly ;  but 
Mr.  IrWrK  is  a  Liberal.  We  find  th,^t 
he  is  one  of  the  elements  of  this  new  com- 
innati^jn.  Then  we  have  Mr.  Joseph  Cook, 
Sir  Jnhn  Forrest,  Senator  Pulsfwd,  and 
S«^itor  Walker. 

Senaiw  Findley. — Senator  Walker  is 
one  of  the  new  protectionists. 

Senator  HENDERSON.— He  is  one  of 
the  wy  new  ones;  he  is  only  four  or  five 
hours'  old.  Senator  Walker  has  from  dme 
k>  time  in  the  Senate  denounced  evety 
effort  of  the  Labour  Party  to  establish  the 
principle  of  new  protection.  But  now  he 
is  ooe  of  the  shreds  that  are  being  put  to- 
gether foe  the  purpose  of  defeating  the 
Australian  policy  that  Mr.  Fisher  has  laid 
down.  Xotwithstanding  his  support  of  the 
new  protection  policy,  I  myself  believe 
that  Senator  Walker  is  still  as  great  a  sup- 
porter of  the  principle  of  free-trade  as  e^'er 
be  was  in  his  life. 

Senator  Walker. — Hear,  hear. 

Senator  HENDERSON.— If  the  honor- 
able senator  is  still  a  free-trader,  how  in 
the  name  of  oommon-sense  can  he  reconcile 
frre-tra<ie  with  the  new  protecti(»i  prin< 
GfJe? 

Senator  Walker.— I  do  not  attempt  to 
do  to. 

S^iator  tiEXDERSOX.— But  the  hon- 
oraMe  senator  must  attempt  the  task. 
£:tS*T  that,  or  he  must  admit  that  the 
peofyle  of  Australia  are  being  beguiled  by 
the  newspapers,  which  have  declared  that 
the  principles  of  protection  are  to  remain 
mtt-vjci- •-d.  and  that  the  policy  of  the  new 
pn3C^ion  is  to  be  established!  The  only 
p^ink  in  ti^  platform  of  the  Fisher  Govern- 
nmt  t'-^t  bongr;U}le  senators  cmposite  have 
an^t.'iing  to  w  about  is  the  progressive 
Uihi  t>x.  It  is  quite  natural  that  they 
nm'.^  opp^w  that  proposition.  It  is 
ctarura;  v:it  Senator  Walker  should  oppose 
a  propesKve  laod  tax.  He  is  at  the  bead 
at  an  lastitiicsaD  which  probably  has  a 


lien  aver  more  land  thim  nny  single  indivi- 
dual or  any  other  awipany  in  .Austr.ilui. 
Therefore,  he  has  a  s\  nipathetii'  f^flinj;  in 
the  matter  of  taxinj;  land.  It  is  quito  jk^s- 
sible  for  the  honorable  senator  to  U' broii};lit 
o\"er  to  the  supjxirt  of  the  nrineiple  nf  now 
protection,  Py  means  or  the  persii;isivo 
powers  of  tiiat  greatest  of  all  persuasionivts, 
Mr.  Deakin,  Senator  \V.ilker  may  even  In- 
and-by  he  induced  to  S"  a  little  way  in  tlie 
direction  of  taxing  land. 

Senator  Walker. — I  farour  an  intXHue 
tax. 

Senator  HENDKRSON.— So  do  I;  Imt 
I  also  favour  a  progressive  land  tax,  ami 
I  am  firmly  convinced  thnt  if  we  intend 
to  make  Australia  what  it  ought  to  Ix',  we 
shall  have  to  work  througli  a  progressixe 
land  tax. 

Senator  Gray. — I  supiKJse  the  honoralilc 
senator  is  in  favour  of  nati<»)aliz)ng  the 
land  as  well  ? 

Senator  HENDERSON'.  -  •  When  we 
come  to  discuss  the  nntionali/alifHi  of  the 
lanct  I  shall  not  leave  the  hoiK)ral>le  w-na- 
tor  under  any  mistake  as  to  the  |H(siiion 
which  I  occupy,  and  I  havr*  \xon  much 
more  frank  than  my  honorable  friend  wa» 
to-day  or  is  now,  He  has  not  yet  told 
us  how  he.  along  with  Senators  I'ulsford 
and  Walker,  has  been  able,  after  all  his 
protestations  of  a  session  agf>,  when  we 
were  discussing  ttic  question  of  prottt'tion  or 
free-trade,  to  digest  t.r  Ixilt  his  frtt-- 
trade  anfl  allow  new  prntertifMi  to  rfirne 
out  on  top.  and  bring  him  over  into  that 
group  of  shreds  and  patches  who  have  no 
other  end  in  view  than  simplv  the  defeat 
of  the  only  Australian  policy  that  has  <;vcr 
been  presented  by  a  Federal  Government. 
When  the  h<Miorable  sfnator  tells  us  that,  I 
will  tell  him  sf>mething  more  atx>ut  thif 
question  of  land  nationalization.  What  I 
wanted  to  refer  to  was  the  fKjint  raised  by 
Senator  Vardon.  Following  Senator  W. 
Russell,  he  said  that  there  is  any  quantity 
of  land,  and  began  to  d*fv:ribe  it.  We,  a* 
a  Labour  Party,  have  not  for  one  mfrmt-nt 
denied  that  in  Australia  t)i'-re  is  an  abun- 
dance of  land.  There  is  an  abun/Ianre  of 
land,  and  there  is  also  a  greater  abundance 
of  unused  Ian*L  1  hat  is  the  cmiplaint  we 
have  had.  To  establi-ih  his  (Kdrit,  the 
honorable  spnator  'aid  tf.nt  t\>*T  men  wfio 
came  here  first  went  out  tyfore  railways 
were  made  and  w;l"^*-d  land.  Of  c^wrse 
tV-v  did.  and  tl»^  vlf-s.im':  irv-.n  have  n"t 
gone  to  tl.e  bnd  \'--t.  In  many  in- 
stances Ihev  have  aKow'^d  the  iand  to  lie 
idle  for  the  bt^am^mC^&^kF^^^^y' 
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and  have  not  dcme  one  stroke  towards  the 
betterment  or  cultivation  of  it.  They  have 
quietly  waited  until  population  came  along 
and  pave  to  their  land  a  value  which  our 
honorable  friend  opposite  so  much  desires 
and  loves — the  unearned  increment.  That 
was  all  that  he  was  arguing  for. 

Senator  Walker. — When  the  States  sold 
the  land  did  they  make  any  particular  con- 
dition as  to  what  a  man  should  do  with  it  ? 

Senator  HENDERSON.  —  Certainly 
not.  A  man  was  allowed,  if  he  chose,  to 
!et  his  land  He  idle;  but  are  the  people 
to-dav  content  with  that  state  of  things? 
That  is  a  question  which  we  have  to  decide 
for  ourselves.  If  we  have  to  people  Aus- 
tralia, where  do  my  honorable  friends  want 
to  people  it?  Do  thev  want  to  people  it 
500  miles  from  market  ?  Senator 
McGregor  gave  us  two  fine  illustrations  to- 
day, I  can  give  another  good  one.  In 
Western  Australia  we  have  immense  mine- 
ral wealth.  We  have,  for  instance,  gold 
which  would  probably  go  a  little  over  2  oz. 
to  the  ton ;  but  it  is  in  unpayable  quantity 
because  of  its  great  distance  from  *any 
means  to  make  it  a  utility.  The  same  thing 
applies  to  the  land.  We  are  quite  willing 
for  our  honorable  friends  to  bring  out  any 
number  of  persons.  I  3o  not  care  how 
many  are  brought  out,  if  my  honorable 
friends  only  bring  them  to  make  them  use- 
ful to  themselves  as  well  as  to  the  whole 
of  Australia. 

Senator  Needham. — What  about  absen- 
tt-;  landlords? 

Senator  HENDERSON.— They  are 
w<'li  provided  for  in  the  Fisher  ^Govern- 
ment's policy.  Senator  Vardon  declared 
lit-re  to-dav  that  these  were  men  who  had 
brought  their  capital  into  the  country. 
Some  of  them  did  bring  a  little  capital, 
but  most  of  them  have  got  an  immensely 
larger  capital  from  the  country  without 
I'eing  in  it  at  all.  Some  of  them  have 
never  seen  their  blocks  of  land.  That  is  a 
('epiorable  state  of  affairs.  Sc«ne  of  the 
land  they  hold  is  excellent.  Seme  of  it  i.5 
the  l»est  that  we  have  in  Australia.  We 
simply  say  that  until  we  are  prepareci  to 
adc^  measures  that  will  bring  that  land 
within  the  reach  of  the  people,  we  are  not 
•  ■ninp  our  dutv  to  Australia,  and  are  not 
sincere  in  the  expression  of  our  desire  to 
sv-e  the  country  progress  and  the  peoole 
prosper.  I  do  not  propose  to  continue  this 
flebate  to  any  length.  I  recognise,  with  a 
i:<x>d  manv  others,  that  there  is  verv  little 
vtiie  in  one  s.ide  flogging  awav  at  this  pro- 
gramme while  the  other  side  have  made 


up  tbenr  minds  that  they  have  no  ca-te 
against  it,  that  it  condemns  thdr  evexy 
action  by  every  clause  it  contains,  and  that 
their  cause  is  one  of  mere  expediency. 
But  I  will  congratulate  them  upon  tbin 
fact,  that  by  the  act  of  the  present  week 
they  declare  to  Australia  a  truth  which 
we  have  often  tried  to  declare,  but  which 
many  of  them  have  denied,  namely,  that 
in  politics  there  are  two  parties — the 
Labour  Party,  seeking  for  the  welfare  of 
Australia,  and  the  anti-Labour  Party,  seek- 
ing lor  the  welfare  of  the  few. 

Senator  GIVENS  (Queensland)  [8.33]. 
— I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Senate  to  a  statement  which  was  made 
by  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  in  his  very 
brief  contribution  to  this  debate.  This 
afternocxi  he  alluded  to  the  Address-in- 
Reply  as  being  debated  in  at»iormal  cir- 
cumstances, and  he  made  that  an  excuse 
for  totally  ignoring  the  Govemor-G«ieral's 
speech.  He  did  not  allude  to  anv  ques- 
tion of  policy  enunciated  therein.  I  quite 
agree  with  the  honorable  senator  that  th^ 
circumstances  are  abnormal ,  and  I  have 
no  complaint  to  make  with  regard  to  his 
statement  in  that  connexion.  The  circum- 
stances are  abnormal  because  we  find  now 
in  the  history  of  Commonwealth  politics 
that  Ihe  most  bitter  political  enemies — men 
who  have  professed  the  most  divergent 
views — have  joined  in  a  fusion  to  carry  out 
— What?  Sto  far  as  anybody  knows  yet 
they  have  no  policy  to  carry  out.  It  seems 
to  me  to  be  merely  a  fusim  for  tfie  purpose 
of  grabbing  place  and  pay.  I  congratu- 
late the  Fisher  Government  upon  the  policy 
which  they  have  enunciated,  and  which,  I 
believe,  meets  with  the  heartv  concurrence 
of  the  vast  majority  of  the  people  of  Aus- 
tralia. With  regard  to  policy,  they  have 
nailed  their  colours  to  the  mast,  and  are 
leaving  office  because  they  are  t/ue  to  prin- 
ciple. The  only  reason  why  they  will 
lea%-e  office  is  because  they  will  not 
truckle  to  the  feeling  whidi  has 
compelled  honorable  senators  opposite 
to  join  in  a  fusicwi.  They  are  leaving  the 
Ministerial  bench  because  they  have  sid- 
hered  to  principle,  but  the  incoming  Go- 
vernment will  take  their  places  be- 
cause of  their  want  of  principle  and 
for  no  other  reason.  Certainlv  thev  have 
alleged  that  they  professed  certain  prin- 
ciples in  the  past.  Some  of  them  went 
up  and  down  the  length  of  the  country 
telling  the  people  that  their  only  hope 
of  salvation  was  to  returipa  majcfky  of 
free-traders  to  pcAo^^  GUy^^fHhem 
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went  up  and  down  the  coantry  preaching 
exactly  the  (^posite  doctrine.  We  had  Mr. 
Deakin  and  his  party  saying  that  they  were 
champions  of  a  White  Australia,  and  we 
had  the  other  gentlemen  opposite  saying 
that  Australia  could  never  be  prosperous 
unless  we  allowed  the  major  portion  of  it 
to  fall  into  the  hands  of  coloured  people. 
Yet  in  spite  of  these  widely  divergent  views 
we  find  these  gentlemen  now  bincted  to- 
gether. For  what  purpose?  To  take 
possession  of  the  Treasury  bendi  because 
of  their  want  of  principle.  Now,  if  their 
alleged  principles  are  worth  anything,  un- 
doubtedly they  never  could  come  together 
for  any  particular  purpose,  and  certainly 
not  to  take  office,  seeing  that  their  diver- 
gent views  never  could  be  made  compatible. 

Senator  de  Largie. — Taking  pay  is  a 
principle  of  theirs. 

Senator  GIVENS.— It  might  be  digni- 
fied by  that  term  in  some  quarters,  but  I 
would  hardly  care  to  say  that  the  mere  de- 
sire for  place  and  power  is  worthy  of  being 
called  a  prindple.  In  trying  to  find  an 
explanaticm  for  the  abnormal  state  of  affairs 
to  which  Senator  Millen  alluded,  I  am  irre- 
sistibly driven  to  the  conclusion  that  there 
must  have  been  some  cause  at  work,  because 
no  effect  takes  place  iri  the  world  without 
some  cause.  If  we  see  an  effect  and  are 
careful  to  analyze  the  circumstances,  we 
can  generally  reason  bock  to  the  cause 
which  created  that  effect.  I  am  irresistibly 
struck  with  a  certain  coincidence  which  oc- 
curred in  the  political  m»-Id  recently.  I 
remembo'  that  a  certain  iw>Iently  partisan 
sectarian  organisation,  which  met  in  Vic- 
toria, drafted  a  political  programme.  I 
allude  to  the  people  who  call  themselves 
the  Loyal  Orangemen  of  Australia.  Their 
conference  was  graced  by  the  presence  of 
several  prominent  members  of  the  Deakin 
party,  notably  Mr.  Mauger  and  Mr.  Hume 
Cook,  who  indulged  in  some  very  tall  talk. 
A  very  prominent  member  of  the  Reid  party 
was  there,  and  in  sununinj;  up  the  policy 
enunciated  by  that  organizarion,  he  said 
that  it  was  a  "  belly  "  policy.  I  think  that 
■iie  made  a  mistake.  Instead  of  calling  it 
a  belly  policy  he  should  have  decribed  it 
as  a  yellow-belly  policy,  and  then  the  de- 
scription would  have  been  accurate.  The 
political  pn^ramme  drafted  by  that  organi- 
zation was  nothing  but  a  conglomeration  of 
vague  generalities  which  meant  little  or 
much  or  nothing,  just  as  one  diose  to  in- 
tMpret  them.  I  am  struck  with  the  coinci- 
dence that  the  programme  enunciated  by 
Mr.  Deakin  is  practically  identical  with 


that  programme.  It  means  little  or  much 
or  nothing  just  as  politicians  who  are  sup- 
posed to  be  under  a  platform  may  desire  to- 
interpret  it  for  the  time  being.  By  these 
considerations — and  nobody  can  deny  that 
I  have  fairly  stated  the  case — I  am  driven 
to  the  ccmclusion  that  that  sectarian  organi- 
zation is  at  the  back  of  this  fusion.  I 
shall  proceed  to  try  to  show  huKurable  sena- 
tors why  I  am  driven  to  that  conclusicm. 
Every  one  knows  that  while  the  rest  of 
Australia  was  oomparativelv  free  from  this 
pernicious  influence  in  politics,  of  late  years 
it  has  been  continually  rampant  in  New 
South  Wales,  and  has  been  used  by  the 
Free-Trade  Party  to  further  thdr  political 
ends.  This  sectarian  strife  has  been  used 
in  the  most  deplorable  fashion  in  order  to 
buttress  the  dying  Free-Trade  Tcwy 
Party  in  that  State.  The  people 
who  continually  stir  up  this  sectarian 
strife  laid  themselves  out  to  capture 
the  Deakin  Party  in  Vict(xia,  and 
have  succeeded  in  doing  so,  with  the  re- 
sult that  Mr.  Deakin  has  ad(^)ted  their 
policy.  Having  roped  in  the  free-traders 
of  New  South  Wales  and  the  protectionists 
of  Vict<wia,  tbey  immediatelv  proceeded, 
as  the  power  behind  the  scenes,  to  draw 
the  two  parties  together.  That  is  the  real 
cause  behind  the  fusiwi  we  see  to-day.  I 
sav  that  it  is  deplorable,  and  I  go  further 
and  say  that  it  is  a  shameful  state  of 
affairs,  that  in  this  Christian  country  we 
should  have  people  ready  to  use  sectarian 
strife  for  political  purposes,  where  Iwo- 
therly  love  and  Christian  charity  should 
prevail  betweoi  all. 

Senator  Gray. — Politicians? 

Senator  GIVENS.  —  Politicians  in- 
cluded;  I  make  no  excepticm.  I  say  that 
the  different  Christian  sects  in  Australia 
should  be  allowed  to  live  together  in  peace 
and  amity,  and  that  instead  of  continually 
stirring  up  sectarian  strife  for  base  political 
purposes,  the  various  peoples  of  Australia 
should  be  bound  together  in  the  bonds  of 
love  and  brotherhood.  I  have  the  very 
strongest  objection  to  the  introducti<Mi  of 
this  sectarian  business  into  politics.  I  re- 
gret that  the  course  of  events  has  com- 
pelled me  to  allude  to  it;  but  it  has  been 
so  palpable  recently  in  Victoria,  and  so- 
notorious  for  the  last  few  years  in  New 
South  Wales,  that  the  time  has  come  for 
those  who  do  not  believe  in  the  stirring- 
up  of  sectarian  strife  to  raise  their  voices 
against  it.  We  know  as  a  regrettable  fact 
that  at  the  last  election  Victonia  a  case 
was  brought  befiiMifziftb' H<(»J6dg4^  and  it 
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was  shown  that  a  man  was  actually  ex- 
pelled from  a  lodge  because  he  dared,  not 
only  to  vote  on  behalf  of  a  particular  can- 
didate, but  to  allow  his  horse  to  be  used 
in  the  service  of  that  candidate  during  the 
election.  It  is  shameful  that  ^sectari^ 
strife  should  be  introduced  in  this  fashicm. 
I  hope  that  in  this  young  country  this 
snake-headed  bitter  sectarian  feeling  will 
never  be  allowed  to  usurp  the  place  which 
ought  to  be  occupied  bv  amity  and  good 
feelini;  ammigst  the  different  peoples  of 
Australia.  With  regard  to  the  fusion 
that  has  taken  place,  I  desire  to  remark 
that  to  me  it  sems  extraordinary  that  a 
man  like  Mr.  Deakin,  who  a  little  time 
ago  denounced  the  free-trade  section  in 
another  place  as  a  coUecticm  or  conglcwaera- 
tion  of  shreds  and  patches,  and  of  the 
wreckages  of  all  other  parties,  should  now 
have  consented  to  become  a  portion  of  the 
wreckage  himself.  He  described  the  Op- 
position in  another  place  as  composed  of 
the  wreckage  of  the  Free-Trade  Party,  tbe 
black  labour  party,  and  of  everything  that 
was  reactionary  in  Australian  politics. 
Now,  strange  to  sav.  the  honorable  goitle- 
man  willingly  consents  to  become  a'  pwtion 
of  the  wreckage  himself. 

Senator  Walker. — I  suppose  he  has 
come  to  his  senses. 

Senator  GIVENS. — Of  course  he  has, 
in  the  estimation  of  the  honorable  senator. 
But  Mr.  Deakin,  as  a  porticxi  of  the 
wreckage  he  denounced  is  the  most  melan- 
choly spectacle  presented  in  the  public  life 
of  Australia  to-day.  If  be  had  acied  as 
he  ought  to  have  done  he  would  have  con- 
tinued to  occupy  a  high  place  in  the  esti- 
mation of  the  people  of  Australia ;  but  see- 
ing that  he  has  crowned  his  life's  work  as 
a  politician  by  an  act  of  what  I  call  un- 
paralleled treachery  to  his  party,  not  only 
in  this  Parliament,  but  in  the  country,  he 
has  placed  himself  in  such  a  piosition  

Senator  Clemons. — Is  this  the  first 
time? 

Senator  GIVENS.— If  Senator  Clemons 
will  have  a  little  patience  I  will  allude  to 
previous  *  occasions  directly.  Mr.  Deakin 
has  crowned  his  political  life's  wwk  now 
by  an  act  of  unparalleled  treachery — not 
to  our  nartv.  J  make  no  complaint  on  that 
score,  because  he  was  absolutely  free  to 
treat  our  party  as  he  pleased,  since  we  are 
entirely  independent  of  him,  and  go  on 
our  way  rejoicing,  no  matter  what  he  may 
do — not  onlv  to  the  partv  that  followed 
him  in  Parliament,  but  especially  to  the 
party  in  the  country  that  placed  him  in 


the  high  position  which  he  occupied  in 
Australian  politics.  His  action  can  be 
alluded  to  in  no  other  terms  than  as  a  base 
betrayal. 

Senator  Needham. — A  Judas  Iscariot. 
The  'PRESIDENT.— Order  I 
Senator  GIVENS.— Senator  Clemons  re- 
minds me  that  this  can  scarcely  be  regarded, 
as  tbe  first  occasion  on  which  Mr.  Deakin 
has  accomplished  a  right-about-face,  of  this 
character.  As  usual,  I  am  in  perfect  ac- 
cord with  tbe  honorable  senator.  I  am 
neither  astimished  nor  disappdnted  that 
Mr.  Deakin  should  have  acted  in  this  way, 
because  I  have  a  very  lively  recollection 
of  the  way  he  betrayed  his  own  o>lleagues 
whom  he  induced  to  join  the  Reid-McLean 
Administraticm  a  little  time  ago.  I  have 
also  a  very  lively  recollection  of  the  speech 
which  Mr.  Deakin  made  in  another  place 
when  he  took  action  to  displace  the  Reid- 
McLean  Administration.  He  came  into 
that  other  place  to  make  that  speech  and 
said,  in  my  own  hearing,  because  I  was 
present  at  the  time,  and  Hansard  wilt  bear 
me  out,  that  when  he  wait  to  Ballarat  to 
make  the  famous  address  which  was  prac- 
tically a  notice  to  quit  to  the  Reid- 
McLean  Administration,  he  went  as  a 
loyal  and  faithful  supporter  of  that  Ad- 
ministration. He  said,  further,  that  he 
came  into  the  House  of  Representatives  as 
a  loval  and  faithful  supporter  of  that  Ad- 
ministration, and  that  it  was  not  until  be 
saw  the  famous  short  speech  with  which 
the  Governor-General,  on  the  advice  of  the 
Reid-McLean  Government,  opened  Parlia- 
ment, and  that  Mr.  Reid  as  Prime  Minister 
was  inviting  Parliament  to  commit  suicide, 
that  he  decided  to  take  acti<Mi.  I  am  here 
to  say,  and  I  cmly  wish  that  Mr.  Deakin 
were  listening  to  me,  that  that  was  an 
absolutely  incorrect  statement.  I  was  in 
Melbourne  before  Mr.  Deakin  went  to  Bal- 
larat, and  the  fact  that  he  was  going  there 
to  practically  give  the  Reid-McLean  Ad- 
ministration notice  to  quit  was  canvassed 
every  day  in  Melbourne.  Tbe  division-list 
showing  the  probable  way  in  which  mem- 
bers would  vote  was  freely  circulated 
amoigit  those  who  did  not  suppcvt  the 
Reid-McLean  Government.  For  days  be- 
fore Parliament  met  <»i  that  historic  occa- 
si(Mi  every  one  knew  that  Mr.  Deakin  was 
going  to  take  the  action  he  did  take,  that 
he  had  fully  made  up  his  mind,  and  his 
amendment  was  in  his  pocket  before  be 
knew  what  the  speech  front  the  Throne 
was  gmng  to  be.   Ii!tgiy|§»y(j£j^i@g(@s,  I 
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was  ndther  astonished  not  disapp(nnted 
that  Mr.  Dealcin  should  have  turned  right- 
about-face on  this  occasion. 

Senator  Gray. — Yet  for  years  the  honor- 
able senator's  party  kept  Mr.  Deakin  in 
power. 

Senator  GIVENS. — We  had  never  any 
special  desire  to  keep  Mr.  Deakin  or  any 
one  else  in  power.    We  differ  from  all  other 
parties.    W'e  coroe  here  not  seeking  place 
or  pay  or  to  keep  any  one  in  particular  in 
office,'  but  to  obtain  reforms,  and  if  by 
keeping    Mr.  Deakin  in  power  we  could 
secure  more  reforms  than  we  could  by 
keeping  any  other  leader  in  power  we  were 
j-jstified  in  supporting  him.    If  I  thought 
to-morrow  that  Mr.  Reid  would  assist  to 
pre  greater  reforms  in  the  interests  of  the 
people  of  Australia  I  should  be  as  happy 
to  support  a  Reid  Government  as  I  ever 
was  to  support  a  Deakin  Government.  We 
have  absolutely  no  interest  whatever  in  the 
personality  of  these  gentlemen.    We  are 
not  here  to  keep  either  of  them  in  <rffice 
or  in  a  position  of  power.    We  are  here  to 
obtain  reforms  in  tlK  interests  of  the  people 
whom  we  represent  and  who  ccnnprise  the 
great  bulk  of  the  pec^le  of  Australia.  So 
far  as  Mr.  Deakin  ts  concerned,  I  feel  sure 
that  were  it  not  for  the  driving  force  of  the 
I^abour  Party  behind  him  all  the  reforms 
the  people  would  have  secured  frc»n  him 
would  have  been  harmless.  Fortunately, 
we  were  in  such  a  positicm  that  we  were 
able  to  dri\'e  him  in  that  direction,  and  it 
was  only  when  he  ceased  to  be  any  further 
use  to  us  in  the  way  of  securing  reforms 
that  we  finally  severed  our  axinezion  with 
him.   Various  plots  and  schemes  were  sug- 
gested in  order  to  find  an  excuse  to  oust 
the  present  Gov«nment,  and  amongst  the 
most  notorious  of  the  plans  and  schemes 
was  a  suddenly  discovered  desire  on  the 
part  of  certain  newspapers  and  politicians 
to  present  a  Dreadnought  to  Great  Britain. 
The  diief  reason  put  forward  for  the  pre- 
sentation was  that  it  would  be  a  testimcHiy 
to  the  world  of  the  loyalty  and  love  of  the 
pet^le  of  Australia  for  the  Mother  Coun- 
try.  I  have  yet  to  learn  that  any  testimony 
of  the  kind  is  required.    I  have  yet  to 
)eam  that  it  is  necessary  for  a  loyal  per- 
son to  be  OHitinually  prating  and  skiting 
about  his  loyalty.    If  I  found  a  woman  go- 
ing up  and  down  the  streets  of  Melbourne 
boasting  that  she  was  an  honest  woman 
and  skiting  about  her  virtue,  I  should  im- 
mediately put  her  down  as  a  struinpet  of 
the  vilest  kind.    And  when  I  hear  people 
Siting  about  their  It^alty  I  have  very  con- 


siderable doubts  about  it.    I  take  it  that 

loyal  people  do  not  need  to  be  continually 
prating  about  their  loyalty.  The  fact 
should  be  patent  to  every  one,  and  it  should 
not  require  the  presentation  of  a  Dread- 
nought to  give  evidence  of  the  loyalty  of 
the  people  of  Australia.  What  does  the 
offer  of  a  Dreadnought  amount  to,  any- 
how ?  It  means  simply  that  those  who  are 
talking  of  presenting  a  Dreadnought  to 
Great  Britain  are  going  to  ask  the  people 
of  Great  Britain  to  lend  them  ;^2,ooo,ooo 
in  order  that  they  may  return  it  to  enable 
them  to  build  a  Dreadnought  with  it. 

Senator  Walker. — The  money  would  be 
borrowed  from  private  people,  and  not  from 
the  Imperial  Government. 

Senator  GIVENS.— It  would  be  bor- 
rowed from  the  people  of  England,  in  or- 
der to  present  the'  people  of  England  with 
a  Dreadnought. 

Senator  Walker. — No,  to  present  the 
Imperial  Goi'eriunent  with  a  Dreadneughi. 

Senator  GIVENS.— The  Govwnment  of 
England  has  no  existence  whatever  apart 
from  the  people  of  EnglaJid.  The  people 
of  England  are  the  Government  of  Eng- 
land just  as  the  people  of  Australia  are 
the  Government  of  Australia.  The  private 
individuals  referred  to  by  Senator  Walker 
together  form  the  naticHi. 

Senator  Walker^ — The  people  of  Eng- 
land would  not  have  to  pay  the  interest  cm 
the  ;£2,ooo,ooo. 

Senator  GIVENS.— Nor  would  the  hon- 
orable senator.  By  the  time  the  interest 
began  to  be  paid  the  hwiorable  senator 
would  probably  be  enjoying  heavenly  bliss, 
and  it  would  be  the  unborn  babies  of  Aus- 
tralia who  would  be  called  upon  to  make 
the  testimony  of  his  loyalty.  How  gener- 
ous that  would  be.  Those  who  have  sug- 
gested the  presentation  of  a  Dreadnought 
have  been  going  up  and  down  the  country 
asking  where  the  Labour  Government  would 
obtain  the  money  to  carry  out  the  schemes 
they  propounded,  and  yet  they  tell  us  that 
they  can  get  ^^2, 000, coo,  in  additi(Mi  to 
what  will  be  required,  to  carry  on  the 
affairs  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Senator  Walker. — The  Labour  Govern 
ment  desired  to  find  the  money  out  of  ordi- 
nary income.    We  were  prepared  to  find 
it  ^adually. 

Senator  GIVENS. — For  years  in  Aus- 
tralia we  have  been  borrowing  money,  and 
so  far  we  have  not  paid  back  a  farthing. 

Senator  Walker. — Sinking  funds  are* 
established  now  iDtgato(R^t(^i@jf)ral&. 
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Senator  GIVENS. — There  is  no  sinking 
fund  established  in  any  part  of  Australia 
that  is  worth  anything.  We  have 
borrowed  nearly  ;^25o,obo,ooo,  and  I  ask 
Senator  Walker  to  say  how  much  of  it  we 
have  paid  back. 

Sraator  Walker. — We  have  lepaid  some 
millions  of  pounds,  and  obtained  fresh 
loans. 

Senator  GIVENS.— No.  Our  total  in- 
d^tedness  is  continually  increasing. 

Senator  Walker. — And  our  population 
is  increasing. 

Senator  GIVENS.— What  has  that  to 
do  with  the  matter?  The  people  of  Aus- 
tralia still  owe  the  money.  Before  I  con- 
clude my  remarks  I  intend  to  show  the 
principal  reason  why  this  money  was  bor- 
Torwed,  and  also  the  manner  in  which  it  has 
been  fooled  away  for  the*  benefit  of  private 
individuals.  The  prc^sal  to  fwesait  a 
DreadnoKghi  to  Britain  raninds  me  of  the 
gmerosity  of  a  man  who,  upm  meeting 
another  man  in  the  street,  says,  "  Lend  me 
a  bc^  old  chap,  and  I  will  shout  for  you." 
That  is  exactly  what  is  meant.  It  was  the 
most  farcical  proposal  which  could  have 
emanated  from  a  self-respecting  people. 
Indeed,  I  douU  whether  those  who  origi- 
nated and  supported  it  can  be  deemed  to  be 
self-respecting  at  all.  I  am  glad  that  the 
people  were  possessed  of  too  much  common 
sense  to  be  deceived  by  such  clap^trap.  The 
proposal  of  the  Fisher  Government,  on  the 
other  hand,  is  uie  which  commends  itself 
to  the  good  sense  of  every  thinking  indivi- 
dual, and  also  of  the  aitfhorities  in  the  Old 
Country.  One  of  the  most  distinguished 
Admirals  of  Great  Britain — I  refer  to 
Lwd  ChajTles  Beresford — addressed  him- 
self to  this  questicm  of  Imperial  defence 
only  a  few  days  ago.  I  need  not  trouble  the 
Senate  by  quoting  what  he  said.  I  am  sure 
that  every  honorable  senator  has  read  it.  I 
say  that  the  speech  of  Lwd  Charles  Beres- 
ford was  a  distinct  slap  in  the  face  to  those 
persons  who  wanted  to  be  guilty  of  the  folly 
of  presenting  a  Dreadnought  to  Britain. 
That  distingui^ied  Admiral  said  that  the 
best  oontrit»ition  which  the  self-governing 
Dominions  could  make  to  the  Mother  Coun- 
try in  the  matter  of  Imperial  Defence  was 
to  provide  for  their  own  defence.  That  is 
exactly  what  the  Fisher  Ministry  proposed 
to  do.  The  suggested  offer  of  a  Dread- 
nought was  so  much  flam,  so  much  hysteria 
and  "hifalutin,"  probably  mixed  up  with 
a  considerable  share  of  tuft  hunting.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  defence  scheme  pro- 
pounded by  the  Fisher  Government  has 


everything  to  recommend  it  to  the  cocmnon 
sense  of  the  people.  It  is  a  carefully  and 
well  thought-out  scheme  which  does  not  pro- 
vide merel  y  for  spasmod  ic  action,  but 
which  contemplates  a  ccmtinuous  plan  of 
defence  for  this  Continent.  We  have  evi- 
dence  that  it  has  commended  itsdf  alike 
to  the  military  and  naval  authorities  of  the 
Old  Country,  in  addition  to  whidi  we 
know — because  it  has  been  pcnnted  out, 
not  only  by  the  naval  authorities  in  Britain, 
but  by  Vide-Admiral  Sir  Richard  Poore,  the 
Commander  on  the  Australian  Squadron, 
and  by  the  Governor -General — ^that  the 
best  service  we  can  render  the  Mother 
Country  is  to  raise  an  efficient  naval 
force  in  our  midst,  and  to  provide 
a  number  of  torpedo  vessels.  Everybody 
who  has  studied  the  questi<Mi  must  be  aware 
that  it  would  not  be  verj*  difficult  for  a 
great  naval  Power  like  Britain  to  transfer 
a  large  number  of  battleships  from  one 
ocean  to  another.  Probably  the  Mother 
Cwintry  could  put  a  fleet  of  extraordmary 
strength  into  the  Pacific  within  a  very  short 
time.  But  if,  in  addition,  she  required  to 
send  a  twpedo  flotilla  to  bring  that  fleet 
up  to  its  proper  fighting  strength  in  every 
detail,  she  would  probably  experience  verv 
considerable  difficulty.  Indeed,  she  might 
find  it  almcKt  impossible  to  transfer  sudi  a 
flotilla  to  these  seas  within  the  period  in 
which  ^  could  transfer  a  fleet  of  battle- 
ships and  cruisCTS.  Consequwitly,  the  very 
best  service  that  we  can  render  the  Empire 
in  the  matter  of  Imperial  defence  is  to 
thoroughly  equip  a  t(»pedo  flotilla  and  to 
have  a  number  of  well  trained  nm  at- 
tached to  it.  Compared  with  the  hysterica) 
offer  of  a  Dreadnought  the  proposal  of  the 
Fisher  Government  is  a  statesmanlike  one. 
The  offer  to  which  I  have  referred  is  one 
which  is  only  fit  to  emanate  from  a  lunatic 
asylum.  Notwithstanding  all  the  tall  talk 
that  was  indulged  in  by  the  leading  news- 
papers of  Sydney  and  Melbourne  to  the 
effect  that  the  Government  of  the  day  would 
be  compelled  by  the  force  of  public  opinion 
to  <^er  a  Dreadnought  to  Britain,  I  ven- 
ture to  say  that  the  incc«ning  Ministry  wil> 
not  dare  to  submit  any  sudi  prt^osal  to 
Parliament.  They  will  find  it  very  oon- 
yenient  to  forget  all  such  tall  talk  the  mo- 
ment thev  gain  possession  of  the  Treasnry 
bench.  If  they  dared  to  table  such  a 
proposal  they  would  receive  very  short 
shrift  at  the  hands  of  the  people.  A 
little  time  ago  they  were  absolutely  con- 
vinced of  the  necessity  for^  presendng  a 
Drtadnought  to  JSiitaiDj^y  LWU^^lf  they 
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not  fedl  us  that  thdr  object  in  dis- 
I^adng  the  present  Gorenunent  is  that 
they  may  be  in  a  position  to  show 
tbeir  boasted  Io>"alt\'  by  presenting  a  first- 
class  battleship  to  the  Mother  Country? 
But  tbev  will  do  nothing  of  the  kind.  In 
my  ooinion,  there  should  be  no  need  few 
AuAralia  to  continually  protest  the  loyalty 
-of  its  people,  because  it  is  undoubted. 
Our  loyalty  has  never  been  called  into 
question,  and  I  hope  that  it  never  will  be. 
But  let  me  for  a  m<xnent  examine  the 
vdUDted  loyalty  of  the  advocates  of  the 
pn^xisal  to  present  a  Dreadnought  to  the 
Mother  Country.  Only  yesterday  the 
Governor-General  gracious!]^  read  to  mem- 
bos  of  both  Hous^  of  this  Parliament  a 
speech  which  embodied  the  policy  of  the 
F  isher  Go\'emment.  That  speech  was 
read  by  His  Excellency  as  the  recognised 
representative  of  King  Edward,  and  un- 
dmibtedly  the  loyalty  which  is  due  to  King 
Edward  ought  to  be  shown  to  his  repre- 
saitative  in  the  Commonwealth.  But  the 
f^entlemen  to  whom  I  have  ref^red  do  not 
treat  His  Eicellencv  even  with  common  re- 
spect, because  they  absolutely  refuse  to 
discuss  a  line  ot  the  Vice- Regal  utterance. 

Senator  Pulsford. — The  honorable  sen- 
.ntor  has  not  begun  to  discuss  it  yet. 

Senator  GIVENS- — -No,  I  have  only 
been  indulging  in  a  few  preliminary  re- 
marks. Instead  of  criticising  the  speech 
which  was  read  by  His  Excellency  the 
Ooveraor-General,  the  gentlemen  who  so 
loudlv  clamoured  for  the  presentation  of  a 
Dreadnought  to  Britain  are  treating  it  with 
absolute  contumely.  Yet  thev  have  the  un- 
blushing impudence  to  publicly  prate  about 
their  loyalty.  The  Vice-Regal  speech  out- 
lines oroposals  not  merely  fca  the  defence 
of  the  Commcmwealth,  but  for  the  carrying 
out  of  certain  duties  which  are  imposed 
upon  this  Parliament.  No  matter  what 
Ministrv  mav  be  in  power,  it  is  imperative 
that  those  duties  shall  be  discharged.  To 
that  end  ways  and  means  roust  be  pro- 
vided, and  the  Go^■emor-Gene^a^s  speech 
indicates  verv  clearlv  certain  directions  in 
which  we  might  look  for  those  ways  and 
means.  For  instance,  a  progressive  land 
tax  is  outlined,  with  an  exemption  of 
j^S.ooo  unimpro\-ed  value.  I  was  some- 
what astonidied  this  afternoon  to  hear  Sen- 
ator Vardon  declare  that  the 'proposal  was 
an  absolutely  immoral  one.  I  have  heard 
odiers  sav  that  the  impoution  of  a  land  tax 
amounts  to  confiscation.  Viewed  from  the 
same  stand-pnnt.  it  might  be  argued  that 
ail  taxation  is  oonAscation.      Because  I 


happen  to  smoke,  the  Government  cmfis- 

cates  £^  of  mine  every  year.  Yet  I  am 
not  continually  whining  about  confiscation- 
Similarly,  the  poor  unfortunate  man  who 
has  a  wife  and  four  children  is  required 
to  pay  in  indirect  taxation  at  least 
annually,  inasmuch  as  the  Cust<»ns  and 
Excise  taxation  of  the  Commonwealth 
amounts  to  slightly  more  than  per  head. 
Consequentlv,  he  is  compelled  to  contri- 
bute at  least  £,1%  per  annum  towards  the 
cost  of  the  government  of  the  Common- 
wealth. But  does  anybody  hear  the  poor 
working  man,  who  frequently  receives  only 
35$.  per  week,  whining  about  confiscatioD? 
Ceruinly  not  Yet  immediately  the  rich 
man  is  asked  to  bear  far  less  than  his  just 
share  of  taxation,  a  cry  is  raised  about  coa- 
fiscation.  1  say  that  the  rich  men  are  the 
greatest  confiscators  themselves.  They 
have  been  oonfiacating  the  wealth  aeated 
bv  the  community  for  vears.  The  lands  of 
Australia  have  absolutely  no  value  except 
that  whidi  is  given  to  them  by  popula- 
tion. 

Senator  Vardon. — If  a  man  smokes 
twice  as  much  tc^acco  as  does  the  honor- 
able senator,  would  he  put  an  increased  tax 

upon  him? 

Senator  GIVENS.— He  would  be  re- 
quired to  pay  double  the  taxation  that  I 
pay- 
Senator  Vakdon. — The  honorable  sena- 
tor would  not  make  the  man  who  smokes 
most  pay  three  times  as  high  a  tax  as  the 
man  who  smokes  least.  That  is  the  prin- 
ciple he  is  advocating  with  regard  to  land 
taxation. 

Senator  GIVENS.— No  i  I  would  tax 
the  land  mcHupolist  as  a  public  enemy.  If 
I  had  my  way,  I  would  tax  him  out  of 
existence.  Land  is  different  fnxn  anything 
else.  Under  the  Mosaic  law  there  was  the 
injunction  that  "The  land  shall  not  be 
sold  for  ever  and  ever.  Thus  saith  the 
Lord."  The  land  was  the  people's.  But 
according  to  the  honorable  senator,  instead 
of  tlie  land  belonging  to  the  people,  the 
whole  earth,  and  the  fullness  thereof,  be- 
longs to  the  landlords.  The  Almighty  ne\er 
created  the  land  for  the  use  of  a  few  indi- 
yiduals.  He  did  not  create  any  man  with  a 
right  to  say,  "All  this  land  that  I  can  look 
upon  is  mine,  and  I  can  warn  off  every 
other  person."  That  is  a  monstrous  propo- 
sition. An  intelligent  man  like  Senator 
Vardon  ought  to  be  the  last  to  make  such 
a  ridiculous  sta|^^f^b^Ote>lD^le«>P0*** 
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to  enable  land  to  be  put  to  its  best  use 
savours  in  the  remotest  degree  of  immo- 
rality. 

Senator  Vardon.  — ■  An>ihing  that  is 
wrong  is  immcval. 

Senator  GIVENS.— I  am  proving  that  it 
is  the  landlcH-ds  who  are  wrongs  and  that 
they  have  not  a  tittle  of  a  title  to  monopolize 
the  earth.    I  question  tlie  right  of  any  Go- 
vernment to  sell  a  single  acre  of  land,  or  to 
give  any  title  to  anybody  to  monopolize 
land  against  the  interests  of  future  genera- 
tions.   We  have  not,  I  maintain,  the  ri*^ht 
to  deprive  the  children  who  come  after  us 
of  their  right  to  the  use  of  the  land.  Not  a 
tittle  of  title  can  be  shown  to  justify  those 
who  live  in  Australia  at  the  present  manent 
alienating  the  land  for  the  benefit  of  a  few 
rich  landlords.    I  have  said  that  the  land- 
lords themselves  are  the  great  confiscators, 
and  that  statement  is  susceptible  of  proof. 
The  land  which  thev  hold  was  sold  in  the 
past  for  a  mere  song-  But  it  is  worth  many 
millions  to-day.    Who  created  that  value? 
Did  the  landlords  create  it?    Not  a  bit  of 
it.    Try  to  purchase  land  at  the  corner  of 
Swanston  and  Collins  streets,  and  see  the 
price  you  will  have  to  pay.    The  man  who 
got  the  freehold  of  that  land  in  the  first 
instance  might  have  been  living  in  England, 
or  he  might  have  been  in  gaol.  He  certaioly 
never  did  a  single  thing  to  increase  the  value 
of  the  holding  which  he  bought  for  a  few 
pounds.    Yet  to-day  the  owner  is  probably 
worth  hundreds  of  thousands  of  pounds, 
and  is  able  to  exact  large  rents. .  Who  cre- 
*  atfd  that  value?    The  people  themselves. 
The  people,  then,  should  ha\-e  the  benefit  of 
the  value  created,  not  a  private  individual. 
It  is,  therefore,  these  raivate  individuals 
who  are  the  great  omfiscator-s  all  the  time. 
Thev  are  confiscating  the  earnings  of  the 
public,  and  putting  them  into  their  own 
ixjckets.    We  have  heard  a  great  deal  as  to 
the  need  for  defence.    I  am  glad  to  believe 
that  the  oromoticm  of  a  defence  pol-.Ty  for 
Australia  does  not  especially  belong  to  any 
one  partv.    Men  of  almost  all  parties  are 
agreed  that  we  should  put  our  house  in 
order,  and  take  proper  steps  for  the  defence 
of  this  portion  of  His  Majesty's  dominions. 
It  is  essential  for  the  proper  defence  of 
Australia  that  we  should  have  a  larger 
population   here   than    we   have  to-day. 
Turiouslv  enough  those  people  who  are  in 
favour  of  the  land  monopolists  are  at  the 
same  time  in  favour  of  immicration.  Whv 
should  they  be  when  they  will  not  allow  the 
immigrant  to  make  a  living  on  the  land? 
The  truth  is  that  thev  want  to  bring  immi- 


grants to  this  country  in  order  to  flood  it* 
so  that  they  may  be  able  to  sweat  the  un- 
fortunate workmen  of  Australia  and  force 
them  to  increase  the  profits  of  the  idle, 
bloated,  landlord  class. 

Senator  Pulsford. — The  honorable  sena- 
tor wants  to  take  the  land  from  the  land- 
lords, and  at  the  same  time  not  let  immi- 
grants in. 

Senator  GIVENS. — There  is  no  one  in 
this  Senate  who  knows  bettn-  than  Senator 
Pulsford  that  in  order  to  make  a  success  of 
any  industry  the  people  engaged  in  it  must 
get  their  raw  materia!  at  the  cheapest  pos- 
sible rate.  The  land  is  the  farmer's  raw 
material.  He  should  be  enabled  to  get  it 
at  the  cheapest  possible  rate.  If  we  have 
in  Australia  an  artificial  scarcity  of  land, 
the  effect  must  be  to  prevent  that  natural  in- 
crease of  the  population  which  we  ought  to 
expect  in  a  young  country  such  as  this.  In 
this  State  of  Victoria,  which  is  consider- 
ably less  than  a  century  old,  we  are  faced 
with  the  remarkable  fact  of  a  loss  of  popu- 
lation. Is  not,  that  extraordinary?  Here  is 
a  youne  country,  absolutely  in  its  infancy, 
with  almost  unbounded  possilntities  of  de- 
velopment and  advancement,  actually  los- 
ing population  every  year.  I  do  not  mean 
to  sav  that  the  population  of  Victoria  is 
becoming  less.  But  I  do  say  emphatically, 
nevertheless,  that  Victoria  is  losing  popula- 
tion every  year.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  in 
many  of  the  best  agricultural  districts  of 
this  State  there  has  been  an  actual  loss  of 
population.  The  lands  there  are  in  fewer 
hands  to-day  than  thev  were  fifteen  or 
twenty  years  ago.  Victoria  generally  is  los- 
ing population  in  the  sense  that  she  is  not 
maintaining  her  natural  increase.  What  is 
the  use  of  talking  of  introducing  more  peo- 
ple unless  we  can  keep  up  our  natural  in- 
crease? But  we  have  the  extrawdinary  fact 
of  a  larger  number  of  men  leaving  Victoria 
every  year  than  come  into  the  State. 
That  is  to  say,  many  of  the  voung 
men  and  women  born  in  Victoria 
are  compelled  to  leave  a  State  which  is 
practically  unpeopled,  as  compared  with 
the  more  thickly-populated  countries  of  the 
world.  That  fact  proves  the  blighting 
curse  of  land  monopoly.  During  the  recent 
Victorian  State  elections,  Sir  Thomas  Bent, 
the  ex-Preroier,  stated  from  the  public  plat- 
form that  170  people  in  Victoria  own  no 
less  than  ;£i7,ooo,ooo  worth  of  land.  That 
estimate  was  based  upon  the  ridiculously 
low  valuation  which  notoriously  prevails 
here.  Under  a  proper  valuation,  it  would 
be  nearer  the  iRffed  5?»Q^C§lfe 
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170  people  own  from  ;£40,ooo,ooo  to 
^£50,000,000  worth  of  land.  Yet  honor- 
able senators  say  that  there  is  no  need  for 
a  land  lax  in  Australia.  It  is  equally 
notCHious  that  a  man  who  desires  to  obtain 
fanning  land  in  Victoria  cannot  get 
good  land.  A  very  considerable  portion  of 
the  farming  operations  are  pursued  upon 
the  worst  land  in  Victoria.  A  man  who 
wants  to  cultivate  land  and  grow  crops  on  it 
is  driven  up  to  the  dry  Mallee  country, 
where  he  is  not  sure  of  getting  one  crop  in 
three  years,  whilst  at  the  same  time  in  the 
splendid  Western  District,  within  a  few 
miles  of  the  city  of  Melbourne,  right  with- 
in the  rain  belt,  vast  areas  of  land  are  left 
out  of  cultivation,  and  are  merely  runs  for 
the  squatters'  mobs  of  sheep.  When  they 
thoroughly  recognise  the  fact  that  human 
bdngs  are  of  more -value  than  sheep,  the 
people  of  Australia  will  rise  in  their  might 
and  sweep  the  land  monopolists  out  of 
oistence.  In  Victoria,  where  there  is  a 
peculation  of  (mly  about  one  million  and  a 
quarter,  there  is  room  for  a  population  of 
ten  millions  to  live  in  prosperity  and  comfort. 
But  owing  to  the  curse  of  landlordism, 
which  is  sapping  the  life  out  of  this  young 
oountr>-,  we  find  that  the  population,  instead 
of  increasing  at  a  natural  rate,  is  gradually 
dwindling.  That  is  an  awful  state  of 
things  in  a  young  country.  Exactly  the 
same  sort  of  thing  meets  us  tn  other  States. 
I  have  only  instanced  Victoria,  because  the 
drcumstances  of  this  State  are  naturally 
familiar  to  most  of  us  here.  Tasmania  is 
about  the  same  size  as  Ireland,  which  at 
one  time  suppcvted  a  population  of 
9,000,000  people,  and  now  supports 
4,500,000,  mostly  agriculturists.  Tasmania 
has  even  a  more  genial  climate  than  Ire- 
land She  has  not  a  severe  winter  during 
six  m<Miths  of  the  year  such  as  Ireland  has 
to  endure.  Yet  we  find  that  Tasmania  has 
a  populatiffli  equal  only  to  that  of  a  mode- 
rate-sized city.  There  are  only  about 
184,000  people  in  the  island,  equal  to 
about  one-third  of  the  population  of  Mel* 
bourne.  We  6nd  this  beautiful  little  coun- 
try, in  the  enjoyment  of  the  most  genial  cli- 
mate that  can  be  found  for  our  race  in  the 
ComracHi wealth,  practically  a  waste  desert. 
Vet  they  tell  us  that  there  is  no  need  for  a 
land  tax  to  induce  the  profitable  occupation 
of  the  land.  I  turn  to  my  own  State. 
Queensland  is  one  of  the  largest  and  most 
fertile  of  the  States  of  Australia.  Yet  with 
minimis  of  acres  of  Crown  land  we  have 
the  same  artificial  scarcity.  I  should  like, 
in  reply  to  some  of  my  friends  who  say 
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that  there  are  millicms  of  acres  available 
for  settlement  in  Queensland,  to  ask  them 
to  explain  why  it  is  that  the  Queensland 
(lovernment  in  the  past  have  had  to  pay 
^1,000,000  of  public  mone\-  to  buy  back 
big  estates,  upcm  which  to  settle  people,  and 
why  the  present  Queensland  Government 
have  sought,  and  have  obtained,  fnxn 
Parliament  power  to  spend  ;£5oo,ooo 
a  year  in  buying  back  estates,  if 
there  is  no  land  nHMwpoly  there?  The 
Government  are  doing  this  simply  be- 
cause, in  spite  of  the  millions  of 
acres  of  Crown  land  unalienated,  we  have 
there,  as  in  other  States,  an  artificial  scar- 
city of  land  for  settlement.  The  reaswi  is 
obvious.  Whilst  we  have  milliwis  of  acres 
of  land  unalienated,  they  are  not  suitable 
for  settlement  at  present.  Many  of  these 
tracts  of  country  are  in  places  where  there 
are  no  railway  lines  or  in  places  outside 
the  rain  belt,  or  not  accessible  to  mar- 
kets. They  are,  therefore,  unsuitable 
for  agriculture  to  be  profitably  pursued. 
But  where  the  good  land  is  close  to  a  rail- 
way or  accessible  to  market  evtry  acre  is 
mcmopolized,  and  before  a  man  can  go  on 
the  land  to  cultivate  it  he  has  to  pav  an 
enormous  price  to  the  landlord.  What 
is  the  result  of  all  this?  In  Victoria  we 
have  the  extraordinary  spectacle  of  agricul- 
tural land  fetching  as  high  as  j£ioo  an 
acre,  and  in  Queensland,  where  there  are 
so  many  millitm  acres  of  Crown  land,  we 
have  the  spectacle  of  '  agricultural  land 
fetching  as  high  as  £50  an  acre.  The  un- 
fortunate man  who  pays  that  price  finds 
himself  with  a  millstone  of  debt  around  his 
neck.  The  possibility  is  that  he  will  never 
be  able  to  get  over  it,'  and  in  order  to  earn 
the  rent  or  interest  every  year,  and  to  try 
to  keep  Irn  nose  above  water,  he  has  to 
sweat  himself,  his  wife  and  unfortunate 
children,  and  everybody  who  is  working 
for  him.  He  has  to  do  that  in  order  to 
enable  the  bloated  landlord,  who  never 
produced  a  single  thing,  who  never  contri- 
buted one  iota  towards  the  advancement  of 
the  country,  to  wallow  in  ease  and  luxurj-. 
That  result  is  due  to  the  artificial  scarcity 
of  land  in  this  young  country.  We  are 
told  about  the  many  million  acres  which  are 
still  unalienated.  But  I  would  remind 
honorable  senators  that  although  land 
is  not  alienated  to  a  very  considerable  ex- 
tent, vet  it  is  just  as  unavailable  as  if  it 
was  alienated.  In  Queensland,  after  the 
great  drought  in  1902  and  1903.  squat- 
ters capitalized  tl;^,j5<ii^©ck>§te*'^>' ' 
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they  made  such  a  song  about  the  great 
hard^ips  which  tbey  were  enduring,  that 
they  came  down  to  the  Queenland  Parlia- 
ment and  asked  to  be  compensated  for  the 
drought  which  Nature  had  inflicted  upon 
them  by  the  Queensland  Government  giving 
them  indefeasible  leases  for  another  forty 
years.  Are  the  settlers  and  immigrants 
whom  we  bring  out  to  wait  for  another 
forty  yean  before  they  can  get  an  acre  of 
land  on  which  to  s^le?  Although  that 
land  is  leased,  and  although  it  is  ^ill  un- 
alienated, it  is  just  as  unavailable  as  big 
[Mivately-owned  estates  in  other  potions 
of  the  State.  Then,  again,  that  land,  if 
properly  utilized  even  for  pastoral  purposes 
tmder  closer  s^lement  oonditioas,  would 
supply  fifty  times  more  populatitKi  with  a 
comfortable  living  than  it  is  now  sup- 
porting. In  Queensland  we  find  that 
a  man  can  g^io-ally  make  a  com* 
fortable  living  on  a  leased  grazing  farm 
of  from  5,000  to  10,000  acres,  and  even  in 
the  worst  portion  of  the  St^ite  he  can  malce 
a  comfortable  living  on  20,000  acres.  But 
how  is  he  treated  by  the  usual  capitalist 
Government — those  wealthy  people  who  are 
saying  continually  that  they  do  everything 
fcff  the  sake  of  the  poor  man?  How  is  the 
grazing  farmer  treated  as  compared  with 
the  big  squatter  ?  The  latter  never  by  any 
chance  pays  mofe  than  i^.  per  acre  per 
annum ;  in  sane  cases'he  gets  it  down  con- 
siderably less  than  ^d.  per  acre.  In  ad- 
dition to  that  he  is  generally  allomd  35 
per  cent,  of  his  lease  absolutely  free  of  rent 
undo*  what  are  known  as  the  unavailable 
land  clauses.  The  assumption  U  that  a 
certain  portion  of  an  estate  is  of  little  or 
no  ase,  and  the  Government  make  a  big 
squatter  an  allowance  of  about  25  per  cent, 
of  his  total  holding  as  unavailable  land  for 
which  he  pays  no  rent.  Now,  a  grazing 
farmer  pays  a  rent  of  id.,  2d.,  4d.  and  sd. 
an  acre.  On  an  average  he  pays  frwn  four 
to  eight  times  as  much  as  a  big  squatter 
pays,  and  he  does  not  get  a  single  acre  of 
unavailable  land  allowed  to  him.  Our 
l>pneficent  capitalist  GOTemments  have 
such  regard  for  the  poor  settler,  for  the 
great  national  neressity  of  peopling  the 
lands  of  Australia,  that  where  a  poor  man 
goes  on  the  land  thev  rharjie  him  from  four 
to  eight  times  as  much  as  the  h\g  squatter. 
That  is  the  way  they  encourage  closer 
settlement.  Yet  thev  are  continual  iy 
prating  about  their  desire  to  bring  in  more 
people.  After  the  facts  I  have  quoted — 
and  I  have  not  over-stated  the  case  in  one 
iota — I  think  it  is  undeniable  that  some- 
Stnator  Givenj, 


thing  should  be  done  in  order  to  enable  the 
people  who  are  here  and  those  who  will 
come  in  the  future  to  get  access  to  the  land 
so  as  to  make  a  living  upon  It.  How  are 
we  g(nng  to  do  that?  What  is  the  best 
means  to  employ  ?  I  think  that  anybody 
who  is  animated  by  a  deare  to  do  tbe  be^ 
possible  f<»-  Australia,  espedalty  to  put  it 
in  such  a  position  that  by  reason  of  havii^ 
a  large  population,  it  will  have  a  mi^ty 
force  with  which  to  defend  its  shores 
if  the  need  ^ould  arise,  should 
seriously  ctHisider  the  position.  A  great 
many  of  the  States  have  tackled  the  subject 
in  a  tentative  fashicm,  but  what  has  been 
the  result?  In  Queensland  the  Govern- 
ment have  already  spent  over  ;^i,ooo,ooo 
in  buying  back  big  estates  which  previous 
Governments  had  focdishty  alienated.  The 
pres^  Govmmient  have  sought  and  ob- 
tained authority  to  spend  ^^500,000*  in  buy- 
ing back  more  big  estates.  The  very  first 
result  of  that  policy  is  absolutely  detri- 
mental to  closer  settlement,  because  the 
great  need  for  a  man  is  to  get  his  land 
as  cheaply  as  possible.  The  first  neces- 
sity for  the  successful  pursuit  of  farming 
is  to  get  the  raw  material  at  the  dieapest 
possible  rate,  but  when  tbe  Government  go 
into  the  market  with  ^^500,000  to  buy  back 
land  the  very  first  effect  is  to  make  the 
land  dear.  The  people  who  own  the  big 
estates  immediately  open  their  mouths  to 
the  widest  possible  extent  to  grab  the  largest 
portion  of  that  sum  with  the  sacrifice 
of  the  least  possible  portion  of  the  ing 
estates.  That  being  so,  the  Government  are 
compelled  to  pay  the  price  donanded, 
otherwise  there  would  be  no  settlement  pos- 
sible. When  the  Government  pay  a  very 
high  artificial  price,  then,  in  order  that  the 
people  as  a  whole  may  not  lose  by  the  trans- 
action, they  are  compelled  to  charge  the 
incoming  settler  a  sufficient  price  to  recoup 
the  State  for  its  outlay.  Generally,  he  has 
to  pay  a  great  deal  more  than  the  land  is 
worth,  and  he  is  induced  to  do  that  because 
the  Govenunent  give  him  verj  long  terms 
— from  twenty  to  forty  years.  What  is  the 
result?  The  man,  knowing  that  he  has  a 
Img  term  in  whidi  to  pay,  begins  to  cul- 
tivate the  land,  and  borrows  some  money 
for  the  purpose  of  buying  stock  and  farm 
implements,  erecting  feiKss,  and  effecting 
necessary  improvements.  From  the  very 
start  he  has  a  mill-stone  of  debt 
tied  around  his  neck.  Year  after 
year,  not  only  he^  but^his  wife  and 
children,  and  ewQfyfaodyijvfibOwws  for 
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iiiai,  have  to  toil  and  slave  early .  and  late 
in  order  to  enable  him  to  make  aids  meet. 

Senator  McGregor. — That  is  what  Sena- 
tor Walker  wants. 

Senator  GIVENS.-^f  course  it  is.  My 
honorable  friends  on  the  other  side  want  to 
fatten  the  big  landlord  al!  the  time  at  the 
expense  of  the  great  bulk  of  the  people. 
The  unfortunate  settler  may  be  able  to  carry 
on  in  a  ^x>d  season,  but  when  two  or  three 
bad  seasons  come  on  top  of  each  other,  he 
is  forced  into  the  Insolvency  Court;  he  is 
compelled  to  sell  out  or  to  forfeit.  There 
is  no  single  thing  in  the  world  to  prevent 
that  farm  going  into  a  big  estate  again. 
There  is  no  single  thing  to  prevent  all  the 
farms  taken  up  on  a  resumed  estate  going 
back  into  the  hands  of  the  big  land-holder 
within  a  period  of  twenty-five  years.  That 
is  all  we  are  achieving  by  that  round-about 
method,  although  it  has  cost  the  taxpayers 
many  millions.  But  a  progressive  land  tax, 
whidi  is  an  eminently  just  tax,  would  not 
cost  the  pec^le  of  Australia  one  farthing. 
On  the  contrary,  it  would  put  money  into 
the  national  coffers.  Not  only  would  it 
automatically  burst  up  big  estates,  but  it 
would  keep  them  burst  up ;  that  is  one  of 
its  highest  recommendations.  I  think  it 
must  be  recognised  as  a  truism  that  dear 
land  always  means  cheap  labour,  while,  on 
the  contrary,  cheap  land  means  dear  labour. 
It  is  because  out  friends  on  the  Opposition 
side  reiM^sent  the  bloated  landlord  ^^nd  the 
land  monopolist  that  they  so  much  dread  a 
land  tax.  They  know  that  it  will  cheapoi 
land,  and  consequently  make  labour  dear, 
while  if  they  can  avoid  a  land  tax,  land 
will  become  dear  and  labour  cheap.  Why 
does  labour  become  cheap  when  land  is 
dear?  It  is  simply  because  a  settler  has 
to  meet  such  an  enormous  outlay  to  pay  the 
first  fxi6t  of  the  land,  and  to  continually 
meet  the  interest  or  'rent  charge,  that  he  is 
compelled,  not  only  to  work  himself  to 
death,  together  with  his  wife  and  children, 
as  many  unfortunates  do,  but  also  to  grind 
down  the  man  who  works  for  him  to  the 
lowest  depth.  If  the  land  were  cheap,  he 
would  not  be  under  that  necessity.  He 
could  get  plenty  of  land,  he  would  require 
plenty  of  labour,  and  have  the  whole  of  the 
output  to  remunerate  himself  and  his 
labourers.  He  would  be  able,  not  onlv  to 
live  a  comf<xtabte  life,  but  to  nay  a  decent 
rate  of  wage  to  his  hands.  In  <»der  to 
raise  the  status  of  the  actual  farmer,  the 
first  and  most  vital,  necessity  is  to  cheapen 
land  to  people  who  want  to  use  it.  In 
Australia,  with  our  mighty  are^,  we  should 
i4}-2 


be  producing  almost  enoagb  agricultural 
poduce  to  supi^y  the  whole  British-speak- 
mg  world.  I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt 
that  that  could  be  easily  done.  Instead  of 
that,  only  a  miserable  little  fringe  of  our 
splendid  agricultural  lands  is  put  into  actual 
cultivation,  and  that  must  always  remain 
so  while  the  available  lands — ^hat  is. 
thcfcse  which  are  immediatelv  available 
for  close  settlement — are  locked  up  in 
the  hands  of  a  few  big  landlords. 
One  can  travel  on  any  railway  line  out 
of  Melbourne,  and  within  25  miles 
he  will  find  some  of  the  best  land  in 
Australia  absolutely  vacant  but  Tor  the 
occupation  of  a  few  sheep.  If,  howe\w, 
we  go  to  the  Mallee,  to  the  dry  coun- 
try, where  the  seasons  are  uncertain,  and 
farmers  never  know  when  they  will  get 
a  crop,  it  is  there  we  shall  find  the  far- 
mers, and  we  shall  learn  also  that  they  some- 
times find  it  difficult  tn  get  land  there.  In 
this  way  people  are  driven  out  of  the  Stati' 
to  seek  a  living  elsewhere.  Whilst  such  a 
state  of  affairs  continues,  it  is  very  little 
use  to  talk  of  bringing  in  large  numbers  ot 
immigrants,  for  an  immigrant  must  be  use- 
less to  Australia  unless  he  is  engaged  in 
wealth  production  and  adds  in  some  way  to 
the  total  output  of  industry.  If  there  is  no 
profitable  employment  open  to  him  when  he 
comes  here,  he  can  produce  nothing.  And 
so  long  as  our  lands  are  locked  up,  and  an 
artificial  scarcity  of  land  exists,  or  land  can 
only  be  secured  at  prohibitive  prices,  so 
long  will  our  jwpulation  be  restricted  to  a 
totally  iiiadtquate  number.  Yet  no  one  will 
deny  that  the  grt  at  need  of  Australia  at 
the  present  moment  is  more  population.  At 
present  we  have  about  4,250,000  persons  in 
the  Commonwealth,  and  it  Is  only  a  mode-  ■ 
rate  estimate  to  say  that  Australia  is  cap- 
able of  keeping  in  affluence  and  prosperity 
at  least  40,000,000  of  people.  It  behoves 
the  C(xnmonwealth  Parliament  charged  with 
the  national  destinies  to  see  that  every  ob- 
stacle to  the  attainment  of  so  desirable  a 
result  shall  be  removed  at  the  earliest  pos- 
sible date.  Again,  from  the  pcnnt  of  view 
of  defence,  it  is  esserSial  that  Australia 
^hould  have  a  large  population,  and  an 
agricultural  population.  A  yeomanry  popu- 
lation, breathing  every  day  the  pure  fresh 
air  of  the  country,  is  the  hardiest  and  best 
material  from  which  any  soldiery  could  be 
obtained.  How  can  any  reasonable  man  ex- 
pect that  we  shall  have  a  stuSiciently  large 
population  to  make  Australia  absolutely 
secure  against  invasion  while  tbe(B4^1e  are 
not  allowed  to  occupy  the  lands o^ronQ  the 


100      Qovernor-Gmeral's  Speech :      [SENATE.]  Addrets-m-Befly. 


point  of  view  of  defence,  it  is  essential 
that  the  lands  of  Australia  be  thrown 
open  to  profitable  occupation  and  cultiva- 
tion by  the  people.  It  should  alio  be  re- 
membered in  connexion  with  the  imposititm 
of  a  land  tax  that  those  who  occupy  the 
land  should  recognise  what  was  the  funda- 
mental principle  at  the  root  of  national  de- 
fence in  the  country  iiom  which  we  sprang 
in  the  years  gone  by.  Every  one  who  has 
studied  history  knows  that  in  tlie  early  days 
in  Great  Britain  the  land  had  to  bear  the 
whole  burden  of  defence.  The  feudal 
barons  held  their  land  in  fee  from  the 
Crown,  on  certain  conditions,  one  of  which 
was  that  every  baron,  or  landlord,  should 
maintain  so  many  men-at-arms  fully 
equipped  and  ready  for  the  service  of  the 
Crown.  It  was  thus  that  the  Kings  of 
England  raised  armies,  not  only  for  home 
defence,  but  for  foreign  aggression,  in  the 
feudal  davs.  And,  indeed,  it  was  only 
within  comparatively  recent  years  that  the 
landlords  of  England  were  able  to  trans- 
fer that  burden  of  defence  from  their 
shoulders  to  those  of  the  great  bulk  of  the 
pet^Ie  of  the  cotmtry.  They  have  done  so 
by  means  of  indirect  taxation,  which  was  a 
cunningly  devised  scheme  to  relieve  the 
landlords  of  their  legitimate  burden,  and  of 
compliance  with  the  condition  on  which  the> 
originally  recei\-ed  their  land  from  the 
Crown,  in  order  that  the  burden  might  be 
transferred  to  the  shoulders  of  the  people, 
to  whom  it  did  not  property  belong  at  all. 
The  landlords  have  most  to  fear  from  any 
foreign  invasion  of  this  or  any  other  coun- 
try. The  title  deeds  of  their  big  estates 
would  not  be  worth  the  jxtper  they  are 
written  on  if  the  country  were  conquered 
to-morrow.  The  conqueior  does  iwt  recog- 
nise title-deeds,  and  we  should  then  have 
the  landlords  talking  of  confiscation.  Still, 
thev  are  unwilling  to  pay  tlie  small  pre- 
mium that  is  necessary  to  prevent  the  con- 
fiscation of  their  propertv  by  a  foreiirn  foe. 
I  contend  that  the  necessary  cost  of  defence 
should  be  regarded  as  an  annual  insurance 
premium  against  the  invasion  of  our  rights 
and  liberties  and  the  confiscation  of  our 
property.  I  say  that  if  the  manhood  of 
the  nation  is  willing  to  give  up  its  time  to 
training  for  defence,  willing  to  take  its  life 
in  hand,  shoulder  a  gun,  and  walk  to  the 
front  to  fight  for  the  nation  in  the  hour  of 
need,  willing,  in  short,  to  risk  everything 
it  jKKsesses,  that  is  all  that  should  be  asked 
from  the  manhood  of  the  nation.  And  the 
property  for  which  it  fights,  and  in  the 
defence  of  which  the  manhood  of  the  nation 
shoulders  the  rifle,  may  properly  be  called 
Senator  Givens, 


upon  to  bear  the  whole  of  the  cost,  as  it 
was  called  upon  in  feudal  England,  and  in 
that  country  up  to  the  time  when  the  land- 
lords basely  transferred  their  burden  to  the 
shoulders  of  the  pec^le,  who,  being  without 
a  vote,  were  unable  to  protect  themselves 
against  their  depredations.  Any  one  who 
looks  up  the  statistics  of  Australia  can  find 
out  the  value  of  private  property  in  the 
ComnKmwealth,  and  only  a  short  calcula- 
tion is  necessary  to  show  that  a  small  an- 
nual insurance  premium  of  \  per  cent.,  or 
$%.  in  every  j£\oo,  of  the  value  of  private 
property,  would  more  than  pay  the  whole 
of  the  cost  of  the  protection  and  defence 
of  that  property.  I  ask,  is  that  too  large 
a  premium  to  ask  from  the  owners  of  pri- 
vate property,  in  order  to  prevent  its  ocwi- 
fiscation  by  a  foreign  foe. 

Senator  McGregor. — The  value  of 
private  property  in  Australia  is 
058,000, coo. 

Senator  GIVENS.— I  think  that  Senator 
McGregor  has  quoted  CogMan's  1904  Sta- 
tistics, and  the  present  value  of  private 
property  in  very  much  more  than  the 
amount  stated.  A  land  tax  would  get  a 
portion  of  the  mcHiey  back  for  the  people, 
and  seeing  that  the  landlords  have  most 
at  stake,  they  should  contribute  the  lion's 
share  of  the  cost  of  defence.  A  few  yeatb 
ago  when  wc  were  engaged  in  a  strenuous 
fight  for  adult  sufFrage,  a  stock  argument 
against  the  demand  for  equal  voting  rights 
for  every  man  and  woman  in  the  country 
was  that  very  many,  if  not  most,  of  the 
people  had  no  stake  in  the  country,  I 
always  denied  that  contention.  Every 
man  h^s  a  stake  in  the  country,  and  no 
man  a  greater  stake  than  the  wcffking  man. 
He  has  his  life  and  the  life  and  happiness 
of  his  wife  and  children  at  stake,  and  no 
man,  though  he  were  ,ten  times  a  million- 
aire, could  have  any  greater  stake.  But 
people  who  claim  that  they  are  the 
persons  who  have  a  stake  in  the  country 
desire  that  those  to  whom  they  deny  a 
stake  in  the  country  shall  put  up  all  the 
money  to  protect  what  they  claim  for 
themselves.  As,  on  their  own  showing,  they 
have  the  greatest  stake  in  the  country,  they 
should  be  prepared  to  defray  the  greatest 
portion  of  the  cost  of  its  defence.  I  have 
heard  it  stated  in  scHne  quarters  that  work- 
ing people  have  nothing  to  fi^t  for,  and 
that  it  is  ridiculous  to  ask  them  to  take 
any  interest  whatever  in  the  question  of 
defence.  I  wish  to  say,  with  a  full  sense 
of  my  respons^ility ,  that  I  do  not 
for    a    moment   subscribe  to  that  doc- 
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trine.  ■!  say  that  they  have  a  great  deal  to 
fight  for,  a  great  deal  to  lose,  and  great  in- 
terests  at  stake  in  preserving  the  liberty 
and  integrity  of  this  country.    What  would 
become  of  our  progressive  legislation,  of 
all  the  refonns  on  which  we  pride  out- 
selves,  our  franchise,  .(Hir  political  liberty, 
our  arbitration  and  industrial  laws^  our 
White  Australia  policy,  and  the  thousand 
and  one  reforms  we  have  succeeded  in  win- 
ning, if  this  country  were  conquered  to- 
morrow?   They  might  all  disappear  in  a 
night,  and  we  should  have  to  begin  anew 
to  fight  our  way  up,  probably  frtwn  serf- 
dom, in  order  to  win  for  our  children  the 
privileges  and  equal  political  freedcBu  we 
now  enjoy.    From  this  point  of  view  it  will 
be  seen  that  the  working  people  of  Austra- 
lia have  a  great  deal  to  fight  for,  and  a 
great  deal  to  lose.    I  am  satisfied  that  as 
a  whole,  they  fully  rec<^nize  the  fact,  and 
that  if  the  time  ever  comes   when  th^ 
shall  be  called  upon  to  defend  the  rights 
thev-  now  enjoy,  they  will  acquit  themselv^ 
manfully  and  as  becomes  men  of  their  race. 
I  think  1  have  said  enough  to  show  that 
from  every  point  of  view  a  land  tax  is  not 
only  eminently  just  and  equitable,  but  is 
also  essential  for  the  attainment  of  several 
great  national  objects.    The  greatest  na- 
tional necessity  of  Australia  is  to  have  the 
country  more  fully  peopled  than  it  is  at 
the  present  time.   But  if  the  causes  which 
have  been  in  operation  in  Victoria,  and 
wbich  have  rendered    it  impossible  for 
those    added    by    the    natural  increase 
of  population  to  make    a  living  here, 
are  to  be   cOTtinued    and    repeated  in 
other  parts  of  the  country,  what  is  true 
of  Victoria  now  will  eventually  be  true 
of  the.  whole  Commcmwealth,  and  the  Com- 
monwealth as  a  whole  will  be  losing  popu- 
laHon  every  year  as  Victoria  is  losing  popu- 
lation to-day.    When  we  hear  so  much  of 
the  necessity  for  bringing  more  people  into 
Australia,  why  cannot  we  turn  our  atten- 
tion to  keeping  in  Australia  the  people  Mrho 
are  already  here?    I  am  a  protectionist, 
and  believe  in  Australia  producing  all  the 
goods  required  by  her  people  with  Aus- 
tralian hands.    I  am  also  a  great  believer 
in  Australia  producing  her  own  population 
on  her  own  soil,  as  she  might  do  under 
proper  ccHiditions.    We  have  not  had  the 
natural  increase  of  population  in  Victoria 
or  in  any  other  State  of  the  Commonwealth 
that  we  ought  to  have  had,  because  the 
conditions  have  been  so  bad  that  our  young 
men  had  been  afraid  to  marry.   They  have 
been  afraid  to  give  our  young  women  that 


great  opportunity  to  fulfil  the  destiny 
which  should  be  the  proper  ambition  of 
every  good  wranan,  and  that  is  to  be  the 
good  wife  of  a  good  husband,  and  the 
mother  of  good  Australian  children.  If 
opportunities  were  given  to  our  people  to 
settle  upcxi  the  land  imder  good  ccmditions 
that  would  insure  to  them  a  comfortable  live- 
lihood and  relieve  than  from  being  eternally 
faced  with  the  fear  of  want,  our  young 
people  would  get  married  at  an  early  age 
and  would  settle  down  in  happy,  comlort- 
able  homes  all  over  the  country.  By  this 
means  we  should  have  a  natural  increase 
of  population  in  Australia,  and  the  best 
class  of  population  in  the  sons  '  and 
daughters  of  Australian  parents  who 
are  thoroughly  acclimatized,  and  who, 
in  the  future,  would  prove  to  be  oiu*  best 
citizens.  If  a  land  tax  is  not  only  just, 
but  essential  to  our  national  progress,  then, 
instead  of  saddling  the  States  Parliaments 
with  the  burden  of  imposing  it,  we,  as  the 
National  Parliament,  should  levy  it.  I  con- 
tend that  the  imposition  of  such  a  tax  is  a 
national  necessity  berth  from  the  st-tnd-point 
of  the  peopling  of  the  Ctramonwealth,  and 
of  its  defence.  The  reason  we  are  con- 
tinually told  that  land  taxation  should  be 
left  to  the  several  States  is  that  those  who 
f  gill  foi  the  vested  interests  of  lanj  mono- 
polists know  perfectly  well  that  the  States 
Governments  will  not  undertake  the  task, 
and  that  even  if  they  did,  they  could  nut 
accomplish  it,  owing  to  the  oppositicn 
which  they  would  encounter  at  the  hands 
either  of  nominee  Upper  Houses,  or  .of 
Upper  Houses  which  are  elected  upon  a 
property  qualificati<»i.  The  whole  mission 
of  these  Houses  is  to  protect  property. 

Senator  Needhah. — ^They  are  a  ikt  to 
all  progress. 

Senator  GIVENS.— Exactly.  They  are 
an  impregnable  fortress  so  far  as  the  adop- 
tion of  any  scheme  which  would  oust  the 
land  monopolist  is  concerned.  Not  only 
are  they  a  bar  to  settlement,  not  only  do 
they  prevent  national  progress  by  limiting 
production,  and  depriving  people  of  the  op- 
portunity of  engaging  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits, but,  in  addition,  they  exact  an  enw- 
mous  tribute  from  the  populace  every  year. 
Consequently,  I  hold  that  it  is  the  duty 
of  this  Parliament,  both  frwn  the  point  of 
view  of  settlement  and  of  defence,  to 
tackle  this  question  instead  of  leaving  it  to 
the  States  Parliaments,  which  are  practi- 
cally helpless  by  reason  of  the  Upper 
Houses  to  which  I  have  j-eferred.  1  Both 
branches  of  the  OiifiiiaadnvMfftQ^Slature 
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are  elected  upon  the  freest,  the  most  com- 
plete and  the  most  independent  franchise  in 
the  world,  and  therefore  we  ought  not  to 
shirk  this  reform,  but  ought  rather  to  tackle 
it  at  the  earliest  possible  date.  There  are 
several  other  matters  outlined  in  His  Ex- 
cellency's speech,  to  which  I  desire  to  make 
a  brief  reference. 

Senator  Pulsford. — It  would  be  dis- 
loyal to  ignore  them. 

Senator  GIVENS.— At  any  rate,  I  have 
given  to  the  Vice-r^al  utterance  careful 
and  respectful  attention,  which  is  more  than 
Swiator  Pulsfcwd  and  his  colleagues  have 
done.    I  notice  that  the  Government  pro- 
pose to  take  a  referendum  upon  the  ques- 
tioi  of  amending  the  Constitution  with  a 
view  to  enforcing  a  system  of  new  protec- 
tion.   I  am  satisfied  that  our  friends  upon 
the  opposite  side  of  the  Chamber,  the  rem- 
nants of  the  Free-Trade  Party  and  of  the 
Black  Labour  Party,  have  coalesced  chiefly 
because  of  their  desire  to  avoid  fulfilling 
their  bargain  with  the  workers  in  reference 
to  the  new  protection.    The  manufacturers 
of  Australia  asked  this  Parliament  to  give 
them  that  measure  of  protection  which  was 
necessary  to  foster  existing  native  indus- 
tries, and  to  create  new  ones.    Most  hon- 
oraible  senators   believed  in  a  protective 
polic)-,  and  acccvdingly  supported  a  pro- 
tective   Tariff.      As    a    result,  Parlia- 
ment ga\'e  our  manufacturers  almost  the 
full  measure  of  protection  for  which  they 
asked.    I  voted  consistently  for  the  highest 
duty  that  I  could  get  for  every  Australian 
industry.    The  manufacturers  assured  us 
that  they  desired  protection  because  they 
were  heavily  handicapped  bv  being  called 
upon  to  compete  with  the  low  paid  labour 
of  foreign  countries.    They  said:  "Give 
us  the  protection  for  which  we  ask,  and  wc 
will  undertake  that  the  workers  shall  obtain 
a  fair  share  of  it."    Thev  expressed  them- 
selves as  being  jxirfectly  satisfied  with  the 
proposals  of  the  late  Government.  But  now 
that  they  have  secured  the  protection  which 
they  sought,  they  meanly  refuse  to  accra'd 
the  workers  that  share  of  it  which  they 
promised  to  them.    That  is  one  of  the  rea- 
sons why  men  like  Mr.  Octavius  Beale  and 
^f^.  Joshua  are  such  ardent  advocates  of 
fusion  between  their  old  enemies,  the  free- 
traders and  the  fragments  of  the  Protec- 
tionist Party.    They  have  now  succeeded  in 
getting  the  latter  party  swallowed  by  the 
former.    There  can  be  only  wie  possible  ex- 
planation for  their  action,   namely,  that 
having  obtained  the  measure  of  protection 
which  they  desired,  they  now  wish  to  make 


their  positions  secure  by  insisting  that  the- 
Tariff  shall  not  be  diallenged.  I  say  that 
Parliament  has  been  basely  betrayed  by  the 
manufacturers,  and  by  their  mouthpiece  in 
another  place,  Mr.  Deakin. 

Senatcx*  Needhau. — The  people  of  Aus- 
tralia haw  been  deceived. 

Senator  GIVENS.— The  people  of  Aus- 
tralia have  also  been  d«%ived.  In  my 
opinion,  the  workers  have  been  basely  be- 
trayed by  Mr.  Deakin  and  by  our  manu- 
facturers. It  appears  to  me  that  there  is 
nothing  but  hypocrisy  amongst  these  people 
all  the  time.  At  the  present  moment,  do 
we  not  see  a  prominent  member  of  the  late 
Deakin  Government — I  refer  to  Mr. 
Mauger — who  ia  also  a  prominent  member 
of  the  Anti-Sweating  League — sitting  cheek, 
by  jowl  with  the  most  ardent  sweaters  in 
Australia — ^with  men  who  ww  not  ashamed 
to  ask  that  the  wcvkine  men  of  this  conti- 
nent should  be  compelled  Govemmem 
agreement  to  labour  in  the  sugar  industry  in 
Queensland  fw  3s.  pd.  per  day  ?  Only  about 
twelve  months  ago,  it  transpired  that  the 
Queensland  planters  objected  to  pay  the 
standard  wage  prescribed  under  the  Sugar 
Bounty  Act  by  the  late  Deakin  Govern- 
ment. Mr.  Austin  Chapman,  who  was  then 
Minister  of  Trade  and  CustcMns,  was 
charged  with  the  administration  of  that 
Act.  Twenty-two  shillings  and  sbtpeiKe 
per  week  was  the  standard  wage  whKh  it 
was  necessary  for  the  planters  to  pay  in 
order  to  earn  the  sugar  bminty.  That  was 
the  standard  wage  prescribed  during  the 
"  off  "  season.  But  instead  of  paying  22s. 
6d.  per  week,  the  planters  were  continually 
"'docking  "  broken  time  from  the  men  en- 
gaged in  the  industry.  In  other  words, 
they  were  paying  them  by  the  day  at  the 
weekiv  rate.  Thus,  if  a  man  lost  a  quarter 
of  a  day  through  no  fault  of  his  own, 
it  was  "  docked "  from  his  wages. 
The  wage  of  22s.  6d.  per  week,  as  homr- 
able  senators  will  see,  amounts  to  exactly 
3s.  pd.  a  day.  When  a  ncnse  was  made 
about  the  planters  having  to  pay  men  for 
lost  time — ^in  wet  weather,  or  anything  of 
that  kind — the  planters  said  that  it  was 
not  fair  that  they  should  be  compelled  to 
pay  men  for  time  when  thev  were  not  at 
work.  Some  of  us  who  represented  the 
cause  of  the  men  to  the  Minister  agreed 
that  that  might  be  a  pretty  reasonable  re- 
quest, and  asked  him  to  provide  an  alter- 
native. That  is  to  say,  if  the  planters  did 
not  want  to  pay  a  weekly  wage,  we  asked 
that  the  Minister  should  lay^  down  a  stan- 
dard for  a  daily  Witfijeed  b^Oti^lfi  was 


Oovenot'QeiteraCi  Speech:   [37  May,  1909.]         Addres$-in-Bepl^.  103 


impressed  with  the  reasonableness  of  the 
aifuraent,  and  fixed  a  standard  wage  of 
5s.  per  day.  In  other  words,  if  the 
planters  wanted  to  pay  their  men  bv  the 
■day,  instead  of  at  the  old  standard  of  22s. 
6d.  a  week,  they  had  the  alternative.  But 
certain  men  who  sit  in  this  ParliamHit, 
tofjether  with  the  representative  of  the  big 
planters  of  Queensland,  a  Mr.  Pritchard, 
secretary  of  the  Australian  Sugar  Pro- 
wooers  Association,  att^ded  at  a  deputa- 
tkm  to  Mr.  Chapman*  the  then  Minister 
of  Cu^oms.  I  have  before  me  the  official 
T^nrt  of  the  proceedings  at  the  deputa- 
non,  icoorded  bv  an  offion*  of  the  Depart- 
ment.  It  is  an  absolutely  unbiased  re- 
port. I  find  that  the  deputation,  which 
claimed  that  35.  pd.  per  day  was  too  much 
to  fffly  to  men  wOTking  in  the  cane-fields, 
W2S  accompanied  by  Senators  Chataway, 
St  Ledger,  and  Sayers,  and  by  Messrs. 
Aidier,  Foxton,  and  Sinclair,  members  of 
the  House  of  R^resentatives.  The  Minis- 
ter received  the  deputatiwi  on  Wednesday, 
lotti  May,  1908.  We  therefore  find  a 
prominent  member  of  the  Anti-Sweating 
League  like  Mr.  Mauger,  so  much  enamoured 
of  the  new  party  to  which  he  belongs  that 
,  he  ats  dwek  by  jowl,  and  is  hail-fellow- 
well-met  with  men  who  held  that  3s.  pd. 
per  day  was  too  much  to  pay  for  men 
working  on  the  sugar  plantations.  We 
find  Mr.  Manger  voting  against  the  Labour 
Government*  which  is  absolutdy  opposed 
to  sweatiiig  in  all  its  fonns.  This  is  the 
kind  of  hypocrisy  we  meet  with  from  a 
man  like  Mr.  Mauger,  who  will  get  up 
bef(ve  a  public  audience  and  blow — "I  did 
this  and  that  to  prevmt  sweating."  At 
the  delation  I  find  that  Senator  Chat- 
away,  in  a  memorandum  which  he  read, 
stated— 

We  protest  against  Order  No.  1041  of  4th  Muy, 
190S,  on  tbe  grounds  that  it  was  not  intended  bv 
lie  Sugar  Bounty  Act  of  1905  that  the  Minister 
sbonld  nry  at  will  the  rates  of  pay  and  the 
oanditioBS  of  labour  in  the  sugar  districts,  and 
there  is  no  legal  authority  for  him  to  do  so. 

The  order  alluded  to  is  that  allowing  the 
attentive  of  5s.  a  day  where  a  planter 
desired  to  employ  his  men  by  the  day  as 
against  22s.  6d.  per  week  when  they  were 
employed  by  the  week.  Senator  Chat- 
away's  memorandum  wait  on — 

We  oootead  that  by  creating  two  rates  of  pay 
tke  daily  rate  being  for  shorter  hours  and  at  a 
higher  rate  than  the  weekly,  all  labour  will 
m  future  claim  the  highest  rate,  and  oonse- 
qncntly,  the  new  order  will  practically  raise  the 
ifttM  of  wages  fiDEB  aat.  6d.  and  found  to  3o» 


a  week  and  fotukd,  or  54  per  cent,  if  the  re- 
duced houTi  of  working  are  taken  into  conudera* 
tion. 

He  also  tffged — 

The  new  rate  of  wages,  namely,  30s.  a  week 
and  found  is  more  th^  the  sugar  industry  can 
afford  to  pay  for  casual  unskilled  field  labour, 
and  is  nearly  double  what  is  paid  for  similar 
labour  in  othe}  agricultural  industries  in  this 
country. 

That  is  to  say,  he  reckoned  that  agrictJl- 
tural  labour  is  generally  paid  at  the  rate 
of  15s.  a  week.  He  objected  to  a  biglily 
protected  industry  like  the  sugar  industry 
having  to  pay  more  than  any  other  in- 
dustry had  to  pay.  The  Minister  was  in- 
formed that  the  following  resolution  had 
been  passed  by  the  Pioneer  River  Fanneoi 
and  Growers  Association  at  Mackay,  re* 
presenting  700  farmers — 

That  the  Council  of  the  Pioneer  River  Fanners 
and  Growers  Association  are  of  opinion  that  the 
recent  decision  of  the  Minister  regarding  the 
rate  of  pay  for  the  casual  hands  in  the  off  season 
imposes  a  rate  of  pay  that  the  present  position 
of  the  growers  renders  prohibitive;  that  payment 
of  the  minimum  rate  of  ais.  6d-  per  week  for 
ordinary  farm  work,  with  the  right  of  deducting 
payment  for  time  lost  through  inclement  weather, 
or  other  causes  over  which  the  employer  has  no 
control,  is  as  much  as  circumstances  allow ;  also, 
that  the  eight-hour  day  imposed  by  the  Minister 
for  day  work  is  impracticable  on  ue  farm;  that 
the  council  is  also  of  opinion  that  an  adherence  to 
these  conditions  will  lead  to  a  decrease  in  pro- 
duction with  the  accompaniment  of  a  reduction 
in  the  number  of  men  employed ;  and,  lastly, 
that  the  council  respectfully  asks  the  Minister 
before  he  puts  in  force  the  recent  regulation  to 
make  a  full  inquiry. 

Senator  Oiataway,  in  concluding  his  re- 
marks to  the  Minister,  said— 

As  to  the  second  paragraph  of  the  memotan* 
dum  regarding  the  creation  of  two  rates  of  pay, 
thifa  would  lead  to  a  good  deal  of  friction,  for 
it  was  hardly  to  be  supposed  for  one  moment 
that  you  are  going  to  have  two  men  working 
side  by  side  in  the  same  field,  one  for  eight 
hours  pfr  day  and  30s.  per  week,  and  the  other 
for  ti-n  hours  per  day  and  »s.  6d.  per  week; 
one  man  would  be  workmg  two  hours  per  day 
more,  I'ml  for  so  doing  would  get  7s.  6d,  j  er 
week  less  thar  the  other  man.  How  inequitably 
this  would  work  as  between  the  one  man  and 
the  other.  What  they  desired  was  to  try  and 
get  continuous  service  by  the  men,  and  a  man 
working  for  ten  hours  per  day  Should  not  be 
put  under  a  disability  which  did  not  exist  in  the 
case  of  a  man  working  eight  hours.  As  regards 
the  wage  itself^  he  would  point  out  that,  having 
raised  it  from  3s.  c>d.  to  5s.  the  Minister  had  at 
one  jump  increased  it  by  33  per  cent.  In  addi- 
tion to  that,  the  hours  were  to  be  shorter,  and, 
taking  this  into  consideration,  it  meant  an  in- 
crease of  54  per  cent.  It  worked  out  in  this  way  : 
under  the  old  order  the  rate  was  3s.  9d.  per 
day,  added  to  which  was  the  keep  is.  8d.  (on 
the  basis  of  los.  per  week),  or  53.  yii^jtex  day. 
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which  was  6^d.  per  hour.  The  new  order  laid 
down  58.  per  diem,  and,  adding  the  ccst  of  keep, 
IS.  8d-,  this  meant  6s.  8d.  per  day,  or  lod.  per 
hour,  or  3^d.  per  hour  increase,  and  3^d.  was  54 
per  cent,  increase  on  6^d,  And,  working  it  out 
at  lod,  per  hour,  this  was  equal  to  the  wage  paid 
to  a  skilled  labourer.  Hius,  a  casual  hand  was 
put  on  the  same  footing  as  regards  wages  as  a 
skilled  labourer.  He  was  emphasizing  these  few 
points  in  support  of  what  he  had  said  that  if 
the  new  order  were  put  in  force  it  wonld  lead 
to'  a  considerable  amount  of  difficalty.  Of 
course,  it  was  not  in  human  nature  that  in  the 
case  of  two  men  working  side  by  side  the  one 
working  the  longer  hours  should  have  the  worst 
of  the  deal,  but  this  was,  in  effect,  how  the  order 
would  work  out.  There  was  another  point  he 
would  like  to  mention.  In  making  an  eight-hour 
day  for  this  particular  work,  the  Minister  was 
creating  quite  a  new  position  in  the  agricultural 
iftdustry.  So  far  as  bis  knowledge  went,  no- 
agricultural  industry  was  limited  to  eight  hours 
per  day  in  this  country,  and  he  ventured  to  say 
that  in  do  country  where  agriculture  was  carried 
on  did  such  a  condition  obtain. 

Leaving  Senator  Chataway,  who  spoke 
generally  in  favour  of  the  old  rate  of 
3s.  9d.  a  day,  even  when  time  lost  was 
cut  off  the  wages  paid,  I  will  come  to  an- 
other of  these  gentlemen,  Mr.  Archer. 
His  remarks  were  frankness  itself.  He 
said — 

After  the  full  statement  made  by  Mr.  Prit> 
diard,  I  will  confine  myself  to  laying  stress  on 
one  or  two  points.  In  the  first  place,  I  under- 
stand that  the -Sugar  Boimty  Act  states  that  in 
order  to  qualify  for  the  bounty  the  grower  shall 
pay  wages  not  less  than  the  ruling  rate  of  wages 
in  the  district  in  which  the  bounty  is  paid.  I 
would  like  to  point  out  that  the  sugar  growers 
have  no  idea  of  asking  to  pav  less  wages  than 
the  ruling  rate  for  any  agricultural  work.  As  ft 
matter  of  fact,  when  the  first  order  was  issued — 
it  set  out  353.  for  harvesting  and  32s.  6d.  for 
the  *'  off "  season — I  pointed  out  that  it  wa» 
anomalous,  for  in  the  sugar  season  the  growers 
were  prepared  to  make  the  rate  30s-,  but  for  the 
"off'*  season  they  claimed  th%t  22s.  6d.  was  ex- 
treme, which  it  was.  The  work  these  men  do 
in  the  field  is  chipping,  weeding,  &c.,  not  thresh- 
ing or  anything  of  that  sort.  And  for  general 
farm  work  the  ruling  rate  of  wages  in  Queens- 
land is  a  good  deal  less  than  5s.  a  day  and  keep. 
I  should  say  ^^i  per  week  would  strike  a  fair 
average.  The  growers  are  prepared  to  pay  the 
225.  6d.  and  keep.  They  are  not  grumbling  at 
that. 

Then  why  was  Mr.  Archer  grumbling  at  it? 
This  offida]  report  is  available  to  any  hon- 
orable senator  who  cares  to  look  over  it. 
Mr.  Pritchard,  the  official  representative  of 
the  planters,  went  into  a  long  statement 
co\-ering  several  pages  of  close  typescript, 
in  which  he  maintained  that  22s.  6d.  a 
week  was  a  handsome  rate  of  remunera- 
ti<m.  That  being  the  case,  I  think  it  is 
evident  that  the  gentlemen  I  have  named — 
Senator  Giveni. 


Senators  Chataway,  Savers,  and  St.  Led- 
ger, and  Messrs.  Foxton,  Archer,  and  Sin- 
clair— are  consistent  and  strong  advocates 
of  a  sweating  wage  of  3s.  pd.  per  day.  Mr. 
Archer  said  that  3s.  9d.  per  day,  or  22s.  6d. 
per  week  in  an  o&  season ,  was  an 
extreme  rate.  That  proves,  I  think,  that 
theSe  gentlemen  are  advocates  of  sweating 
in  its  worst  form.  A  few  short  years  ago 
we  woe  told  that  work  in  the  cane-fields 
was  of  sudi  a  killing  and  cruel  nature 
that  white  men  should  not  be  asked  to  da 
it,  even  if  able.  Yet  we  are  now  told  that 
22s.  6d.  per  week,  or  3s.  pd.  per  day,  is 
an  extreme  rate  to  pay  in  an  off  season. 
That  is  sweating  in  its  vilest  form.  They 
objected  to  the  men  working  eight  hours 
a  day.  They  said  then  ten  or  twelve,  or 
however  long  a  farmer  desired  to  wwk  his 
men,  must  be  legitimate,  and  that  all  the 
men  should  get  was  3s.  pd.  a  day.  How 
can  Mr.  Mauger,  a  leading  light  in  the  Anti- 
Sweating  League,  jttstify  himself  on  a  plat- 
form, in  Melbourne  to-mccrow,  or  justify 
himself  to  the  workers  in  his  constituency^ 
for  sitting  cheek  by  jowl  with  political  ad- 
vocates of  sweating?  His  professi(xi  is 
so  much  mere  flam,  so  much  arrant  hypo- 
crisy, and  should  not  be  regarded  by  the 
workers  of  Australia.  At  this  late  hour 
I  do  not  propose  to  occupy  the  attention 
of  the  Senate  any  longer.  I  am  obliged 
for  the  attentive  hearing  whidi  X  have  re- 
ceived, and  for  the  interest  which  honor- 
able senators  opposite  have  appeared  to 
take  in  my  remarks.  I  hope  Uiat  on  a 
future  ODcasicm,  when,  perhaps^  positions 
are  reversed,  we  shall  be  able  to  give  them 
an  equally  interesting  time. 

Senator      STEWART  (Queensland) 
[10.28]. — I  do  not  kix)w  whether  I  ought 
to  apologize   for  getting  up  at  this  late 
hour  to  speak  to  the  motion,  but  it  appears 
to  me  that  in  the  peculiar  circiunstances 
of  the  occasion  it  would  be  hardly  proper 
if  I  were  to  allow  the.  debate  to  close  with- 
out saying  a  few  words.    I  certainly .  was 
sonewhat  astonished  at  the  treatment  ac- 
oorded  to  the  Govemor-Generars  speecb  1 
by  the  leader  of  the  Oi^xidtion.      He  j 
seemed  to  have  some  information  whidi  led 
him  to  treat  in  a  very  contemotuous  fashion 
the  policy  submitted  to  the  Parliament  by 
the   Go\'ernment,     That   was   a  matter 
wholly  for  himself ;  but  I  thiiflc  that  in 
his  position  it  would  have  been  at  least 
common  courtesy  if  he  had  dealt  with  ' 
some  of  the  questions  treated  in  the  speetA.  j 
The  progranmie  outlined^by  thci  Govern-  j 
ment  seems  to  msgtoeb^  ajlattQ^gfi>d  one. 
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It  is  not  quite  so  advanced  as  probably 
I  should  have  liked,  but  the  policy  of  the 
L^xHiT  Party,  as  of  other  parties,  seems 
to  be  slow,  but  sure.  It  is  a  marked  im- 
provement, however,  from  a  developmental 
pwit  of  view,  from  a  defence  ptxnt  of 
%-iew.  and  frcxn  a  general  Australian  point 
of  view,  on  any  policy  whidi  has  been  sub- 
mitted to  this  Parliament  There  is  one 
fact  in  connexion  with  the  affairs  of  the 
Commonwealth  during  the  last  twelve 
incmths  which  I  hail  with  a  certain  amount 
of  satisfacti(»i,  and  it  is  contained  in 
paragraph  4  of  the  speech — 

The  revenne  received  from  duties  of  Customi 
and  Excise  has  been  lesi  during  the  year  than 
w^u  uiticipatcd  when  the  Btidget  wai  delivered 
oa  14th  October  last. 

That  fact  points  in  this'  direction,  that  the 
protectionist  Tariff  recently  passed  is  hav- 
ing a  beneficial  result.  Instead  of  import- 
ing large  quantities  of  commodities  from 
orersea,  and  getting  revenue  from  them, 
^ve  are  producing  those  commodities,  or  a 
^ery  conuderable  proportion  of  them  on 
Australian  schI  by  Australian  hands,  and  in 
ihat  way  the  revenue  is  being  depleted. 
As  I  have  on  various  occasions  stated  here, 
the  cmly  use  I  have  for  a  Tariff  is  to  create 
industries.  I  think  that  our  system  of 
taxation  through  Customs  and  Excise  is  a 
sunival  from  an  age  whidi  is  long  past. 
Airoost  every  other  social  institution  has 
■advanced.  We  have  processed  in  all  the 
arts  and  sciences,  in  mechanics  and  en- 
gineering, in  chemistry,  and  in  almost  every 
thing  that  can  be  mentioned,  but  our 
s\slem  of  taxation  is  as  old  as  the  ever- 
Ijsting  hill,  and  as  unjust  as  it  is  possible 
for  anything  to  be.  Senator  Givens  em- 
phasised the  fact  that  it  presses  with  ex- 
ceeding severity  on  the  poorest  section  of 
our  population.  Indeed,  its  authors — the 
moi  who  originated  it  some  centuries  ago — 
had  that  very  purpose  in  view.  They  be- 
longed to  the  upper  orders,  and,  having 
full  power  in  their  hands,  they  of  set  pur- 
pose cast  the  weight  of  taxation  from  their 
shoulders  and  passed  it  on  to  the  poorer 
section  of  the  population.  We  are  so 
wrapped  up  in  our  reverence  for  the  past 
—that  is  a  section  of  our  people — that  we 
continue  this  iniquitous,  unfair,  burden- 
soroe  system  of  taxaticxi  

Sfmator  Walker. — Hear,  Hear  ! 

Senator  STEWART.— My  honorable 
ftiend  says  "hear,  hear,"  but  if  any  pro- 
poul  were  made  here  to  pass  a  free-trade 
Tariff— that  is  one  whidi  would  sweep 


awav  the  Custcmas  House  —  I  am  sure 
that  it  would  have  no  more  active  opponent 
than  himself. 

Senator  Walker. — The  honorable  sena- 
tor is  absolutely  mistaken.  I  would  like 
to  see  direct  taxatitm. 

Senator  STEWART.— The  honorable 
senator  imagines  that  he  is  a  protectionist. 
He  is  not  anything  of  the  kind.  He  is 
only  a  revenue  tariffist,  as  his  votes  on  the 
two  Tariffs  here  abundantly  testify? 

Senator  W.  Russell. — Where  is  he 
now? 

Senator  STEWART.— I  wish  the  hon- 
orable senator  would  ask  me  scxnething 
easy.  I  really  do  not  know  whether  the 
High  Tariff  Party  in  the  Chamber  will  swal- 
low the  Pjoteclionist  Party,  or  vice  versa. 
Something  has  happened ;  I  really  do  not 
know  what  it  is,  tnit  if  the  colour  df  the 
policy  of  the  new  Govoiunent  is  to  be 
affected  by  the  opintcms  of  a  majority  of 
their  supporters,  then  protection,  as  we 
knoH  it,  is  doomed,  because  a  large 
majority  of  the  members,  both  in  the  other 
House  and  in  the  Senate,  who  will  support 
the  new  variety  troupe,  hold  opinitms  of 
a  distinctly  revenue  tariff  brand. 

Senator  Needham.  —  Is  protection 
doomed? 

Senator  STEWART.— If  the  policy  of 
the  country  is  to  be  dictated  by  the  opinions 
of  the  majority  sitting  behind  the  Govern- 
ment in  both  Houses,  then  we  cannot  ex- 
pect the  protective  policy  which  is  em- 
bedded in  the  Tariff  to  be  continued  if 
these  men  are  true  to  their  pledges 
to  the  electors.  Take,  for  instance,  Sena- 
tor Walker.  He  von  his  positi(xi  in  the 
Chamber  on  two  occasions  as  a  free-trader, 
as  a  distinct  opponent  of  protection.  Not 
only  he,  but  every  other  senator  for  New 
South  Wales  did.  The  same  thing  is  true 
of  the  representatives  of  that  State  in  the 
other  House.  If  they  now  become  protec- 
tionists they  will  distinctly  violate  their 
pledges  to  their  constituents.  They  will 
outrage  the  first  principle  of  representa- 
tion, which  is  that  the  representative  shall 
vote  in  Parliament  as  his  OHistituents  direct 
him.  These  gentlemen's  constituents  di- 
rected them  to  vote  a  revenue  tariff.  They 
also  objected  to  the  idea  of  new  protec- 
tion. If  the  representatives  cast  all  that 
behind  them,  and  now  support  protection 
as  outlined  by  the  high  priest  of  the  new 
party,  then  they  will  commit^he  unpardMi- 
able  political  sin  ofghani^  VaiffiQ^K  the 
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men  who  elected  them,  and  recreant  to  the 
trust  committed  to  them.  No  more  serious 
charge  than  that  can  be  made  against  any 
number  of  public  men.  The  men  who  can 
stoop  to  such  conduct  are,  it  appears  to 
me,  capable  of  going  very  much  lower.  In 
any  case  they  are  responsible  to  thdr  con- 
stituaits,  and  no  doubt  they  will  have  to 
answer  for  their  craiduct  when  the  proper 
time  comes. 

Senator  Walker. — Our  heads  will  be 
chopped  off,  of  course. 

Senator  STEWART.— Whether  the  long 
arm  of  the  political  beheadsman  reaches 
these  honorable  gentlemen  or  not,  they  cer- 
tainly deserve  that  it  should.  I  was  stat- 
ing mv  pleasure  at  the  fact  that  the  re- 
venue frCHXt  duties  of  Customs  and  Excise 
had  been  falling.  1  hope  that  it  will  con- 
tinue to  fall,  until  it  amounts  to  no  more 
per  head  of  the  population  than  is  now  col- 
lected frOTo  the  same  source  in  the  United 
States  of  America,  namely,  about  j£i  5s. 
If  that  were  the  amount  collected  in  Aus- 
tralia, instead  of  receiving,  as  we  do,  a 
revenue  of  between  ;^io, 000,000  and 
■^12,000,000  per  annum,  we  should  be  re- 
ceiving only  a  little  more  than  ^^4, 000,000 
from  this  source.  Getting  so  small  a 
revenue  from  this  source,  we  should  be 
ccxnpelled  to  explore  fresh  avenues  of 
taxati(»i,  and  should  ha%'e  to  go  in  for 
direct  taxatitxi  to  an  extoit  hitherto  un- 
known in  the  Cwnmcxiwealth.  We  are 
told  that  the  estimated  revenue  from  the 
'Post  and  Telegraph  Department  is  not 
likely  to  be  fully  realized.  I  re^et  that, 
because  it  is  an  evidence,  I  thmk,  that 
trade  is  not  so  active  as  it  was  during  the 
last  financial  year.  I  must  say,  however, 
that  the  Post  and  Telegraph  Department 
has  not  been  managed  since  the  inaugura- 
tion of  Federation  nearly  as  effectively  as 
it  oueht  to  have  been.  I  can  pcnnt  to  a 
number  of  instances  in  the  State  of  Queens- 
land which  go  to  show  that  in  many  re- 
spects the  service  of  this  Department  was 
more  effective  under  the  State  Government 
than  it  is  now. 

Senator  Needham. — Does  the  honorable 
smator  not  recognise  that  vast  distances 
between  centres  must  involve  additional  ex- 
pense in  affording  facilities  of  communica- 
tion? 

Senator  STEWART.— I  quite  admit 
that ;  but  while  that  is  the  case,  it  ought, 
in  mv  opinion,  to  be  the  ambition  of  the 
Government  to  carry  the  post-oflSce  to  the 
door  of  everv  settler  in  the  Commonwealth. 
No  matter  what  the  cost  may  be,  the  mail 


should  reach  the  home  of  every  settler 
throughout  the  Commonwealth  with  as- 
little  delay  as  possible.  I  find  that  in  a 
large  number  of  cases,  in  Queensland  more 
especially,  many  small  local  mail  services 
have  been  abc^ished  altogether.  The 
reasCHi  always  given  bv  the  Department  is 
that  the  cost  was  too  great.  In  many 
cases,  also,  new  systems  asked  for  have 
been  refused  for  the  same  reason.  I  am 
reminded  bv  Senator  W.  Russell  that  the 
same  state  of  affairs  exists  in  South  Aus- 
tralia. It  should  be  remembered  that  all 
this  time  the  various  Federal  Governments 
have  lieen  returning  huge  sums  of  mwiey  I 
annually  to  the  States.  Not  only  has  the 
post  and  telegraph  service  fallen  into  a 
condition  of  wreckage,  but  our  telephone 
service  is  in  a  most  shameful  condition. 

Senator  Needham. — Federal  Govern- 
ments have  been  starving  the  Department. 

Senator  STEWART.— They  have  been 
starving  the  Department  to  feed  the.  States.  1 
That   puts  the  position   as  shortly   and  | 
clearly  as  I  can  put  it.    Now  the  people 
of  the  States  are  grumbling  at  the  Federal 
Government  because  it  has  not  done  its 
duty  in  this  direction,  and  I  think  that 
they  grumble  for  very  good  reason.    If  the 
management  of  a  Department  be  placed  in  | 
the  hands  of  a  Parliament  or  Government 
it  is  the  duty  of  that  Parliament  or  Go- 
vernment to  see  that  the  work  intrusted  to 
it  is  carried  out  as  efficiently  as  possible. 
I  must  say  that  I  had  not  very  much 
of  improvement  in  this  respect  for  the  pre- 
sent Government.    It  has  not  shown  that 
activity  in  this  direction  that  I  should  have 
liked  to  see. 

Senator   Needham. — The    present  Go- 
vernment have  not  had  time. 

Senator  STEWART.— A  great  deal 
might  have  been  dome  in  a  few  monUis, 
and  I  did  not  notice  a  desire  to  do  the 
right  thing.  I  do  not  expect  that  the  suc- 
ceeding Government  will  do  any  better,  and 
the  probabilitv  is  that  the  conditions  under 
them  will  be  worse.  I  am  very  glad  that 
there  is  some  prospect  that  old-age  pen- 
sions will  be  paid  without  mudi  difficulty 
during  the  year. 

Senator  Needham. — There  is  every  pros- 
pert. 

Senator  STEWART.— I  hope  that  the 
honorable  senator  is  correct ;  but  I  am  not 
verv  sure  about  it  ewn  now. 

Senator  Henderson. — The  honoraWe 
senator  does  not  know  what  the  new  Go- 
vernment is  goingigtiDscdo.vjOOglC 
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Senator  STEWART.— I  have  not  the 
slij;fatest  idea  of  the  intentions  of  the  new 
•Gomnroent  in  connexion  with  this  matter. 
I  believe,  however,  that  the  pensions  will 
■be  paid.  Measures  may  be  taken  to  raise 
tbe  necessary  funds  which  will  not  meet 
with  my  approbation ;  but  whatever  hap- 
pens I  am  sure  that  thfi  Government  of 
Australia,  however  it  may  be  composed, 
will  never  repudiate  an  obligation  of  diis 
'diaracter.  I  might  say,  m  pasang,  with 
regard  to  pensirais  to  the  Justices  of  the 
High  Court,  that  I  do  not  agree  with  Sena- 
tor Walker.  I  think  the  Justioas  of  the 
High  Court  are  extremely  well  paid.  The 
Chief  Justice,  I  believe,  gets  ^3,500,  and 
the  other  Justices  ;^2,ooo  each  a  year.  If 
a  man  cannot  lay  by  something  for  his  old 
age  out  of  so  very  handsome  a  salary,  he 
deserves  whatever  condition  of  poverty  may 
await  him.  Not  only  do  they  get  these 
salaries,  but  their  travelling  and  living  ex- 
penses, when  cm  dicuit.  are  paid.  So  far 
as  I  am  otxxxmed,  any  prc^iosal  to  pay 
these  men  pensicxis  will  not  receive  my  wap- 
pnt.  I  agree  with  para^aph  6  of  the 
speedi.  in  which  the  statement  is  made — • 

Tbe  large  Gaancia]  obligations  wliich  must 
neeessarily  be  incaired  in  the  nevr  future  de- 
mand most  careful  attcnticm. 

That  must  be  evident  to  everybody.  It  is, 
at  any  rate,  abundantly  cl«u-  to  me  that 
in  the  future  a  much  smaller  sum  than  has 
lii&erto  been  banded  over  to  the  States 
must  be  paid  to  them,  or  otherwise  the 
Commonwealth  Parliament  must  go  in 
lar^lv  for  additional  taxation. 

Senator  Walkek. — An  inccme  tax. 

Senator  STEWART.— I  do  not  wish  to 
engage  in  any  disquisition  cm  taxaticm  at 
tbe  present  moment,  but  I  would  say  in 
passing  that,  until  land  values  taxation  has 
been  exhausted  as  a  means  of  raising  reve- 
nue, I  shall  consider  the  adoption  of  any 
other  svstem  of  taxaticm  not  only  immoral, 
but  unjust.  An  income  tax,  as  Senator 
Walker  knows,  is  a  tax  upon  industry,  utxm 
the  activities  of  our  people,  upon  monev  in 
circulation ;  whereas  a  land  values  tax,  such 
as  that  proposed  by  the  Labour  Party,  is  a 
tax  not  on  the  activities  of  life,  btit  on 
something;  which  is  preventing  those  acti- 
vities being  exercised.  An  income  tax 
penalizes  the  man  who  works,  the  man  who 
puts  his  capital  into  circulation,  tbe  man 
who  earns  money  ;  but  a  land  values  tax  does 
not  penalize  anvbodv,  while  it  ojmpels  the 
raw  materia]  of  the  country,  the  land,  to  be 
put  to  its  proper  use.    That  being  the  case. 


it  ought  to  appeal  to  Senator  Walker,  and 
to  every  other  sensible  man,  as  one  of  the 
very  best  systems  of  taxation  which  it  is 
possible  to  devise.  Paragraph  7  of  the 
speech  says — 

You  will  be  invited  to  contider  the  financial 
relations  of  the  Commonmaltb  and  of  tbe  States, 

with  a  view  to  equitably  adjusting  them. 

I  regret  to  say  that  hitherto  the  States  Go- 
vernments have  shown  no  disposition  what- 
ever to  meet  the  Federation  in  anything  like 
a  fair  manner.  For  some  time  they  insisted 
upon  the  continuation  of  the  Braddon 
"  blot"  in  perpetuity.  They  said  that  nothing 
less  would  satisfy  them.  That  is  to  say,  that 
for  all  time  they  were  to  get  three-fourths 
of  the  Customs  and  Excise  revenue.  They 
have  now  somewhat  modified  their  proposal, 
and  are  prepared  to  accept  three-fifths  in- 
stead of  three- fourths,  giving  the  Commcm- 
wealth  two-fifths,  instead  of  one-fourth,  of 
that  revenue.  I  make  bold  to  say  that  two- 
fifths  of  the  revenue  from  Customs  and  Ex- 
cise will  not  be  nearly  suflScient  for  the  re- 
quirements of  the  Commonwealth.  While  it 
might  have  been  desirable  in  the  earlier 
vears  of  Federation  to  hand  back  to  the 
States  a  certain  proportion  of  the  Customs 
and  Exdse  revenue,  and  while  it  might  be 
desirable  to  continue  that  system  for  a  fur- 
ther period  of  years  until  the  States  Go- 
vernments can  adjust  themselves  to  the  new 
condition,  a  proposal  to  carry  on  a  system 
of  that  kind  in  perpetuity  appears  to  me  to 
be  so  stupid  and  unbusiness-like  as  not  to  be 
worthy  of  a  momwit's  ccmsideration.  I  think 
that  the  authority  which  raises  revenue 
should  be  responsible  for  the  spending  of 
it.  That  is  an  axicxn  of  goverrmient  which 
every  one  who  knows  anything  of  the  sub- 
ject will  accept.  But  if  the  Braddon  "  blot'* 
is  ccmtinued,  even  in  a  modified  form,  we 
shall  be  in  this  position,  that  not  only  will 
the  Federal  authority  have  to  raise  money 
for  its  own  purposes,  but  it  will  have  to  be 
a  provider  for  the  States  as  well.  That  is 
a  position  which  no  Commonwealth  Govern- 
ment should  be  called  upon  to  assume.  It 
is  bad  for  the  Federation,  and  it  is  worse 
for  the  States.  The  only  reason  why  the 
States  Premiers  have  been  so  active  in  advo- 
catmg  it  is  that  they  desire  to  continue  in 
perpetmty  the  present  wicked  and  burden- 
some system  of  raising  revenue  by 
m^ns  of  Customs  and  Excise  duties. 
1  do  not  mtend  to  discuss  the  question  of 
defence.  Other  speakers  have  handled  that 
subject  very  much  more  ablv  than  I  could 
possibly  do.    However,  I  do  desire  to  ft-" 
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something  in  reference  to  paragraph  15  of 
His  Excellencj's  speech,  which  reads — 

My  advisers  recognise  that  the  effective  de- 
fence of  Australia  requires  a  vast  increase  of 
the  population,  and  that  a  comprehensive  policy 
of  immigration  is  urgently  called  for,  but  that 
this  is  impossible  without  increasing  the  facili- 
ties for  the  Mttlement  of  a  large  population  on 
the  laud. 

When  I  stated  that  Australia  requires  a 
vast  increase  of  population,  Senator  Walker 
interjected  "  Hear,  hear.'*  I  therefore  refer 
to  him  as  the  representative  of  the  party  to 
which  he  belongs,  most  of  the  members  of 
which  are  absent  from  the  Chamber.  I 
suppose  that  they  are  engaged  upon  more 
important  matters  elsewhere.  Probably 
they  are  deliberating  in  a  wicked  caucus 
meeting.  However,  I  am  very  glad  to  see 
Senator  Walker  present,  because  he  is  a 
host  in  himself,  and  I  am  pleased  also  to 
note  the  presence  of  Senators  St.  Ledger 
and  \eild. 

Senator  Colonel  Neild. — I  wish  to  point 
out  that  the  honorable  member  is  realK- 
calling  attention  to  the  State  of  the  Senate. 

The  PRESIDENT.— There  is  a  quorum 
present. 

Senator  STEWART.— I  was  merely  fol- 
lowing the  example  set  by  Senator  Neild» 

who,  upon  one  occasion,  indicated  by  name 
those  honorable  senators  who  were  present 
in  the  Chamber.  I  repeat  that  the  Fisher 
Government  states  that  the  effective  defence 
of  Australia  requires  a  vast  increase  of  popu- 
lation. That  is  an  assertion  with  which  we 
all  agree.  We  all  admit  that  it  would  be 
,impo5sih]e  for  a  little  more  than  4,000,000 
pet^le  to  hold  a  countrv  like  Australia  if 
any  serious  attempt  were  made  to  capture 
it.  Therefore,  if  we  desire  to  effectively 
defend  it,  we  must  have  a  large  increase  of 
population.  The  efforts  of  the  Latx>ur 
Party  have  consistently  been  directed  to- 
wards that  end.  Did  not  its  members  vote 
for  high  Tariff  duties  so  that  industries 
might  be  created  in  which  large  numbers  of 
men  and  women  would  be  employed  ?  But 
what  did  the  party  with  which  Senator 
■  Walker  is  associated  do?  Did  it  vote  for 
the  creation  of  industries?  Did  it  endea- 
vour to  encourage  an  increase  of  popula- 
tion? Onlv  the  other  evening  I  heard  the 
leader  of  the  new  political  party  in  this 
Parliament  boast  about  the  protective 
policy  which  had  been  adopted.  But  he 
did  not  tell  his  audience  that  his  new  allies 
had  done  everything  that  they  could  to  de- 
feat that  policy,  that  thev  had  placed 
every  obstacle  tjiai  they  could  in  its  way. 


that  they  had  derided  it  in  every  pos^ble 
form ,  and  that  but  for  the  despised 
Labmir  Party,  whose  methods  be  at- 
tacked with  a  virulence  which  I  have 
never  heard  etiualled.  that  policy  could 
never  have  been  placed  upon  the 
statute-book.  Some  perstms  have  very  short 
memories,  but  I  .think  that  the  public  as  a 
whole  has  a  very  long  memory.  I  believe 
that  the  arm  of  popular  indignation  will 
fall  upon  the  heads  of  some  of  these  gentle- 
men before  very  long.  The  Labour  Partv 
maintains  that  we  must  have  a  much  larger 
population  if  we  are  to  successfully  defend 
Australia,  and  its  policy  has  always  been 
directed  towards  the  acconpHshment  of 
that  end.  We  have  otdeavoured  to  en- 
courage an  increase  of  population  even  in 
connexion  with  our  Public  Service.  Did 
we  not  fix  a  minimum  wage  which  is  pay- 
able to  our  officers  upcm  their  attaining  the 
age  of  twenty-one  years?  Personally,  I 
think  that  we  might  go  verv  much  further, 
and  give  increases  to  our  civil  servants  at  a 
much  more  rapid  rate,  so  that  a  man  ort 
attaining  the  age  of  thirty  vears  or  there- 
abouts might  be  in  receipt  of  the  maximum 
salary  payable  in  his  division  and  thus  be 
in  a  positi(m  to  get  married.  Tliat  is  st 
suggestion  which  I  throw  out  for  the  con- 
sideration of  those  honorable  senators  who 
are  anxious  to  see  the  population  of  Aus- 
tralia increase.  I  have  already  intimated  that 
another  method  by  which  this  result  can  be 
brought  about  is  by  affording  protection  to 
native  industries,  A  third  method  is  out- 
lined in  His  Excellency's  speech  in  the 
paragraph  which  relates  to  the  progressi^-e 
taxation  of  unimproved  land  values.  At 
public  meetings  nowadays  it  is  \-ery 
fashionable  for  the  speaker  to  have  a  maj> 
of  Australia  hung  upon  the  wall  of  the 
building,  and  to  frequently  call  attention- 
to  its  huge  anptv  spates  and  assure  his 
hearo-s  that  it  is  imperative  that  those 
spaces  should  be  filled  with  men,  women, 
and  children.  I  listened  to  an  accomplished 
speaker  the  other  evening,  and  when  some- 
body asked  him  where  he  intended  to  put 
the  crowd  of  immigrants  which  he  proposed" 
to  introduce  he  seized  his  wand  and  pointed 
to  the  Northern  Territory.  When  some- 
body questioned  him  about  empty  Victoria 
he  replied  that  this  State  could  hold  the 
whole  of  the  present  populaticm  of  Australia 
wrx- comfortably.  I  quite  agree  with  him.  If 
my  h(»iorable  friends  who  usually  sit  upcm 
this  side  of  the  chamber  were  present  I  would 
ask  them  "  Why  is  it  thaf  Dftogle  at  this 
\-ery  moment  are  emigratirig  Trom^Qttoria  ?'  *- 
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My  honorable  friend  says  that  there  are 
better  places.  Victoria  is  one  of  the  richest 
States  in  Australia.  It  has  a  larji;e  area  of 
fertile  soil.  It  has  a  magnificent  climate. 
That  climate  does  not  suit  me,  bu(  it  suits 
other  people  remarkably  well.  Unfortu- 
nately I  have  become  a  kind  of  exotic. 
Down  here  T  feel  as  if  I  were  in  a  refripe- 
rator.  But  nevertheless,  this  is  a  rountrv 
where  men,  wcnnen  and  children,  beasts, 
and  crops  of  every  description,  flourish.  Why 
is  it  that  people  are  leaving  Victoria,  where 
the  soil  is  good,  the  rainfall  excellent,  and 
conditions  of  every  kind  are  favorable  ? 
Why  are  they  going  to  Queensland?  Does 
any  one  imagine  that  people  would  leave 
Victoria  in  dozens  if  the  conditions  here 
were  what  they  ought  to  be?  The  reason  is 
that  there  is  a  conditicm  of  lafid  mono- 
poly in  Victoria  without  a  parallel  in  the 
civilized  world.  Senator  Givens  has  told 
us  how  Victoria  has  been  losing  population 
during  the  last  twenty  years.  Any  honor- 
able senator  who  takes  up  the  book  pub- 
lished bv  the  Commonwealth  Statistician 
will  find  that  in  about  eighteen  years  Vic- 
tCHia  lost  no  fewer  than  165,000  of  the 
flower  of  her  population.  They  were  driven 
out  by  land  monopolv.  This  State  has  be- 
come more  than  anv  other  State  of  the 
Union  a  land  of  old  men  and  children. 

Senator  Chatawav. — ^That  is  Sir  John 
Madden's  statensent.  It  has  all  been  proved 
to  be  untrue. 

Senator  STEWART.— It  is  not  Mad- 
den's;  it  is  Knibbs',  the  Ccmmonwealth  Sta- 
tistician. Yet  though  these  facts  are  well 
known,  the  bold  politician  who  has  formed  a 
new  party  has  not  suflScient  courage  to  attack 
these  conditions  even  in  his  own  native 
State.  He  says  that  we  want  more  peoole 
here.  But  instead  of  introducing  them  into 
the  fertile  areas  of  Victoria,  where  civilized 
conditions  exist,  he  proposes  to  banish  them 
to  the  Northern  Territory.  Does  Mr. 
Deakin  expect  that  immigrants  from  Europe 
will  be  prepared  to  be  exiled  to  a  portion  of 
Australia  that  is  very  little  known,  al- 
Ihough  a  great  deal  has  been  said  about  it? 
I  maintain  that  we  ought  to  settle  the  nor- 
tlon  of  Australia  which  is  now  in  process 
of  settlement  before  we  attempt  to  do  any- 
thing in  another  direction.  The  land  mono- 
polist is  a  greater  public  enemy  to  this  coun- 
trv  than  any  other  individual  who  can  be 
mentioned.  He  is  a  greater  danger  to 
Australia  than  China,  than  Japan,  than 
Germany.  The  men  who  are  Iwlstering  up 
the  present  system,  the  financial  institutions 
and  those  under  their  thumb,  are  traitors  to 


the  country  in  which  they  live.  My  honor- 
able friend  Senator  Walker  laughs,  but  he 
will  not  laugh  very  l<Mig.  He  will  weep 
when  the  institution  of  which  he  is  one  of 
the  pillars  is  called  upon  to  pay  a  sweeping 
sum  everv  year  in  land  values  taxation.  Be- 
cause this  system  of  land  values  taxation 
is  coming,  as  sure  as  to-nrorrow  is  coming. 
The  people  of  Australia  are  rapidly  realiz- 
ing that  Land  monopoly  is  rampant  in  every 
State,  and  thev  are  not  going  to  stand  it 
much  longer.  Land  hunger  is  notorious. 
Where  there  is  land  famine  there  is  want 
of  every  kind.  I  repeat  that  the  men  who 
encourage  this  monopoly  and  bolster  it  up 
are  the  worst  enemies  Australia  possesses. 
This  Question  is  becoming  so  serious  that 
the  gloves  must  be  taken  off,  and  those  who 
resist  the  cutting  up  of  the  big  estates 
must  be  fought  and  beaten  by  public 
opinion.  And  they  Mrill  be.  We  must 
bring  the  mailed  fist  of  popular  indigna- 
tion to  bear  upon  these  enemies  of  the  coun- 
try. What  does  the  new  party  propose? 
They  do  not  propose  to  do  a  single  thing  to 
break  up  this  land  monopoly. 

Senator  Walker. — King  Charles'  head  ! 

Senator  STEWART.— Has  the  honor- 
able senator  forgotten  that  King  Charles' 
head  did  ccmie  off  ?  And  this  policy  of  ours 
will  come  off.  The  new  party  intend  to 
raise  all  the  money  required  for  Common- 
wealth purposes  from  Customs  and  Excise. 
They  mean  to  drag  every  penny  they  can 
out  of  the  pockets  of  the  poorest  peonle. 
Personally,  I  have  never  believed  in  Cus- 
toms taxation  as  a  means  of  raising  revenue. 
It  means  tha,t  those  with  the  biggest  fami- 
lies and  the  smallest  wages  pay  the  most, 
iind  all  to  save  the  skin  of  the  land  nnmo- 
poiist.  It  is  merely  a  move  of  the  financial 
institutions  to  resist  the  land  values  taxa- 
tion proposals  of  the  Labour  Party.  Everv 
financial  institution  in  Australia'  is  con- 
cerned in  this  conspiracy  against  the  wel- 
fare of  Australia.  Thev  have  all  advanced 
large  sums  upon  land,  which  is  now,  as 
everybody  knows,  .nt  Ixxjni  value.  Tlu  re  is 
a  land  bown  in  Australia  at  the  present 
moment,  and  the  banks  are  handin;;  out 
thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  of 
pounds  upon  present  values.  Thev  know 
thnt  if  a  land  values  tax  is  imposed,  the 
bubble  will  burst,  and  that  probably  there 
will  be  another  crisis  such  as  there  was  some 
years  ago.  But.  so  far  as  I  and  the  party 
with  which  I  am  connected  are  concerned, 
we  do  not  care  two  straws  for  the  financial 
institutions.  If  they  care  Ja-CTii^  advance 
monev,  that  is  t^i??6^S*V*J^*are  going 
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to  buist  up  this  land  monopoly  at  any  cost 
We  will  Touse  public  opinicm  to  sudi  an  ex- 
tent that  it  will  be  burst  up,  notwithstand- 
ing the  oppositicm  of  the  financial  institu- 
tions, of  the  press,  of  members  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  of  every  individual  interested. 
The  nati(Hial  welfare,  in  fact,  our  very 
existence,  demands  that  thU'  evil  of  land 
monopoly  must  be  swept  right  out  of  the 
country.  How  can  we  possibly  get  a  larger 
populatiwi  here  if  our  lands  are  monopo- 
lized in  huge  areas,  or  if  the  people  who 
settle  upon  our  lands  are  enslaved  and  made 
serfs  of?  What  encouragement  will  there 
be  for  people  to  come  here  from  Europe, 
where  they  are  rack-rented,  to  be  rack- 
rented  in  Australia?  The  only  means  by 
which  we  can  encourage  people  to  oome  to 
this  young  country  is-  bv  offering  them  land 
at  as  low  a  price  as  possible.  That  ought 
to  be  evident  to  everybody,  even  to  the 
strongest  oppcment  of  the  land  values  tax. 
One  honorable  senatw  stated  to-night  that 
a  land  values  tax  is  immoral.  I  have  often 
heard  that  it  is  cxMifiscation,  theft,  robber)'. 
Senator  Walker  said  to-night  that  the 
people  have  bought  the  land  and  paid  for 
it,  and  that,  therefore,  the  Gmernment  have 
no  claim  to  tax  it.  But  has  not  the  Govern- 
ment increased  the  value  of  that  land  since 
it  was  bought  by  private  individuals?  Has 
it  not  increased  it  by  buildins  railways, 
making  roads  and  bridges,  establishing  post 
and  telegraph  services,  building  schools, 
and  in  a  number  of  other  ways? 

SenatcM-  Walker, — Do  not  the  railways 
pay  now  ? 

Senator  STEWART.— They  do  not,  in 
Queensland,  at  any  rate.  It  does  not  mat- 
ter whether  they  pay  or  not.  The  essential 
factor  is  that  when  a  railway  is  built 
thr<High  a  district  the  value  of  land  in  that 
district  is  doubled,  and  in  many  cases 
trebled  or  quadrupled.  Whv?  Because  of 
the  building  of  the  railway.  And  who 
builds  the  railway  except  the  people?  By 
every  canon  of  justice,  therefore,  the  in- 
creased value  ought  to  belong  to  the  com- 
munity which  has  created  it.  Is  there  any 
confiscation  there? 

Senator  Walker. — How  are  you  gmng 
to  prove  what  proportion  comes  from  the 
works,  and  what  from  the  man's  own  en- 
terprise? 

Senator  STEWART.— I  am  not  dealing 
with  details.  I  am  simply  endeavouring 
to  state  a  general  principle.  The  arriving 
at  the  proper  proportion  would  be  a  matter 
fu-  future  consideration.  If  the  honorable 
'tor  admits  that  the  prindple  is  owrect. 


I  have  no  doubt  that  he  will  give  us  the 
benefit  of  his  l<xig  experience  in  suggestxng 
the  method  by  which  the  additional  value 
created  might  be  estimated.    In  every  me 
of  the  Australian   States   huge   sums  of 
money  have  been  borrowed  on  the  public 
credit  and  spent  in  building  railways,  which 
have  increased  the  value  of  private  pro- 
perty.   It  has  been  estimated  that  in  Aus- 
tralia, ever)-   year   a   sum   of  between 
;^i2,ooo,ooo  ■  and    ;£i5,ooo,ooo,  whkh 
ought  to  go  into  the  public  treasuries  of  the 
di^er^t  States,  now  passes  into  the  pockets 
of  private  individuals.    There  is  a  leakage 
of  ^15,000,000  per  annum,  more  than  is 
collected  through  our  Customs  and  Excise. 
That  is  the  sum  which  the  private  land- 
owners of  Australia  are  ccmfiscating  from 
the  cwnmunity  every  year.    That  is  the 
sum  they  are  rotting  the  ccmmunity  of. 
That  is  the  sum  they  are  plundering  the 
pec^le  of,  and  same  proportion  of  it  is 
what  the  Labour  Party  in  its  land  value 
taxatkm  proposals  is  after.  The  immwality 
is  all  on  the  side  of  the  people  who  talce 
that   nxmey,    no  doubt   under   the  law 
and  with  the  consent  of  the  law,  but  still, 
in  a  manner  which  ought  not  to  be  per- 
mitted by  any  community  which  has  its 
head  squarely   fixed   upon   its  shoulders. 
No  private  individual  or  financial  institu- 
ti«i  could  play  ducks  and  drakes  with  its 
resources  in  that  fashion  without  ultimately 
landing  itself  in  the  bankruptcy  court. 
What  is  true  of  an  individual  or  institu- 
tim  is  true  of  a  community,  with  dits  dif- 
ference— that  the  final  catastrophe  may  be 
rather  longer  in  coming  in  one  case  than  in 
the  other.   At  this  late  hour  of  the  evening 
I  do  not  intend  to  say  much  more  upon  the 
subject.    It  is  a  most  fertile  and  impc»tant 
theme,  and  I  wily  regifet  that  I  cannot 
enter  into  it  more  fully  now,  but  probably 
an  early  opportunity  of  dealing  with  it 
in  all  its  ramifications  will  present  itself 
to  us  at  an  early  date.    Senator  Walker 
appeared  very  anxious  to  know  what  I 
thought  about  the  Northern  Tmitory.  I 
think  the  Federation  should  take  over  the 
Territory  with  all  its  obligations,  but  it 
should  not  enter  into  any  covenant  with 
South  Australia  as  to  the  future  develop- 
ment of  the  Territory.    If  the  Federal 
authorities  relieve  South  Australia  of  her 
present  obligations,  the  people  of  Australia, 
through  their  Parliament,  should  say  how 
the  Territory  is  to  be  developed.    It  is 
exceedingly   improper  of  the   pe<^Ie  of 
South  Australia  to  ^^e  U  Q^g^hat 
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the  future  development  of  the  Terxitory 
shall  be  aaxmpli^ied  oo  the  lines  laid 
down  by  South  Australia.  I  shall  never 
agree  to  a  proportion  of  that  character. 
If  South  Australia  insists  upon  that  ccm- 
dition  being  carried  out,  there  is  a  remedy 
in  the  hands  of  the  Federal  authorities. 
If  South  Australia  will  not  be  reascm- 
able>  the  Commonwealth  can  apply  to 
the  Imperial  Government  to  resume  the 
TwritOTy  from  South  Australia  with  the 
object  (»  handing  it  over  with  all  its  ob- 
ligatioos  to  the  Commoowealth.  I  think 
that  it  ouj;ht  to  be  taken  over,  but  I  am 
not  a  believer  in  the  possibility  of  plant- 
ing a  large  number  of  people  there,  with- 
in any  reasonable  time. 

Senator  Walker. — The  sooner  we  com- 
mence the  better. 

Senator  STEWART.— The  sooner  we 
commence  no  doubt  the  better,  but  T  could 
not  support  the  idea  of  populating  that 
portion  of  Australia  with  immigrants  from 
Europe.  I  am  certain  that  if  an  attempt 
of  that  kind  -  were  made  it  would  end 
in  disastrous  failure.  Immigrants  from 
Europe  ought  to  be  brou^t  to  the  great 
settled  and  more  temperate  pOTtions  Qf 
Australia,  to  a  climate  and  a  ccHidition 
scxnething  similar  to  that  which  they  have 
been  accustomed  to,  instead  of  beinj;  con- 
demned to  a  practical  exile. 

Senator  St.  Ledger. — What  sort  of  a 
population  would  the  honorable  senator 
have  there  ? 

Senator  STEWART.— If  the  honorable 
senator  had  had  his  way  I  suppose  that  the 
Xorthem  Territory  would  have  been  popu- 
lated with  niggers,  but  we  have  raised  the 
White  Australia  flag. 

Senator  St.  Ledger. — I  notice  that  the 
honorable  senator  evades  the  question. 

Senator  STEWART.— No,  I  am  simply 
pointing  out  that  Tf  the  hbnorable  senator 
had  had  his  way  the  Territory  would  have 
been  populated  with  Chinese,  Coolies, 
Kanakas,  Cingalese,  and  a  number  of  other 
unlovely  people  from  Asia.  Fortunately, 
public  opmion  is  opposed  to  a  policy  of 
that  kind.  My  idea  of  settling  the  Terri- 
tory is  to  people  it  by  the  overflow  from 
otho-  pOTti<His  of  Australia,  to  ofifer  induce- 
ments to  go  there  to  men  and  women  who 
have  been  bom  in  Australia  and  know 
something  of  its  conditicxis.  I  think  that 
it  would  be  only  courting  failure  to  im- 
port lar^e  numbers  of  Englishmen  or  Scotch- 
men--although  they  can  thrive  almost  any- 
where— or  Iiishmra,  or  Germans,  or  Ita- 


lians, or  Greeks.     I  think  that  it  would 
be  practically  condemning  a  very  large 
proportion  of  them  to  early   death.  I 
con^der    that    the    scheme  propounded 
by    the    leader    of    the   new    party  of 
bringing    out    large    numbers    of  immi- 
grants, and  settling  lliem  in  the  Territory, 
is  one  of  the  wildest  aryl  most  impractic- 
able I  have  ever  listened  to.      We  have 
heard  a  great  deal  about  the  old  protection 
and  the  new  protecti<m.    The  jwoposal  of 
the  Labour  Party  is  to  get  an  amendment 
of  the  Constitution  which  will  enable  Par- 
liament to  protect  the  interests  of  the  con- 
sumer, and  insure  a  fair  and  reasonable 
wage  to  ewry  worker.    In  other  words,  our 
policy  is  to  extend  the  power  which  Par- 
liament now   possesses  of  protecting  the 
capitalist,   to  the   worker   and   the  con- 
sumer.   It  is  not  only  a  humane,  but  a  fair 
and  business-like  ix-oposition.     At  present, 
the  Commonwealth  has  power  by  means  of 
its  Tariff  to  create  industries.      In  other 
wwds.  it  has  the  power   to   protect  the 
capital  which  is  emj^oyed  in  industries,  but 
it  has  no  power  to  enforce  good  conditions 
to  the  employ^.    If  the  Commonwealth 
has  the  one  power — the  power  to  assist  and 
to  protect  capital — it  ought  also  to  have  the 
power  to  protect  labour,  and,  so  far  as  it  is 
possible  to  do  so,  to  protect  the  consumer. 
I  obser\e  that  the  proposal  of  the  new 
party  is  on  somewhat  different  lines.    It  i.-* 
a  proposal  to  establish  an  Inter-State  Com- 
mission which  will  be  a  kind  of  appellate 
Court  for  the  various  State  Wages  Boards. 
That  is  a  svstem  which  probably  is  better 
than  nothing,  but  which,  to  my  way  of 
thinking,  falls  very  far  short  of  what  is 
due  to  the  Commonwealth.    It  is  one  which 
I  believe  will  not  be  indorsed  by  the  people 
who  are  thoroughly  determined  that  just  as 
capital  is  protected,  so  labour  must  also  be 
protected.      With  regard  to  the  Federal 
Capital  Site,  I  am  in  no  particular  hurry 
to  see  that  question  settled.       I  do  not 
think     that     the     Yass-Canberra  dis- 
trict is  at  all   suitable   for   the  purpose. 
I    believe    tli.it    a    great    mistake  \va>i 
made    when    the     choice     of  Dalj^i-ty 
was  departed  from,  and  considering  the 
uncertainty    which   prevails   with  regard 
to  the  suitability  of  the  site,  and  the  large 
expense  which  must  necessarily  be  incurred 
in  establishing  a  capital,  I  do  not  see  any 
particular  need  for  hmry  in  dealing  with 
the  matter.    I  do  think,  however,  that  the 
appointment  of  a  High  Commissioner  is 
urgent.  I  have  heard  the  remark  that  we  are 
likely  to  have  a  settlement  of  this  question 
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during  the  present  session,  and  that  a  par- 
ticular gentleman  will  probably  be  ap- 
pointed. In  any  case,  I  think  it  is  time 
that  Australia  was  represented  in  London 
by  a  Commissioner  of  its  own,  and  that  the 
States  were  given  an  opportunity  of  dis- 
Iienstlng  with  their  Agents- General  and 
t^ir  expensive  staffs.  With  regard  to  the 
{H-oposed  railway  from  Port  Augusta  to 
KalgDorlie,  I  opposed  the  proposal  for  the 
survey  of  a  route,  and  if  I  am  here  when 
a  proposal  is  made  to  build  the  railway  I 
shall  continue  my  oppositi<xi. 

Senat<»  Needrah. — If  the  report  of  the 
surveyors  is  favorable,  will  the  honorable 
senator  oppose  the  proposal  thai? 

Senator  STEWART.— I  have  no  con- 
fidence in  the  report  which  has  been  made, 
or  will  be  made,  by  the  surveyors.  I  do 
not  think  that  the  railway  would  pay  for 
fifty  years.  In  any  case,  if  the  people 
of  Western  Australia  want  a  railway  let 
them  build  it  just  as  the  people  of  other 
States  have  had  to  do.  That  is  the  opinion 
which  I  have  always  held  on  this  question, 
and  unless  some  very  strong  reasons  are 
brought  forward  that  opinion  I  am  likely 
to  continue  to  hold. 

Senator  de  Largie. — Why  do  not  the 
people  of  Queensland  pay  tlwir  sugar 
bounty  ? 

Senator  STEWART.— That  is  a  matter 
which  can  be  settled  on  its  merits. 

Senator  Xeedhah. — Withdraw  the 
bounty. 

Senator  STEWART.— If  the  honorable 
senator  desires  to  withdraw  the  bountv,  he 
may  do  so,  but  I  sliall  certainly  never  W' 
a  party  to  any  compact  of  that  character. 
In  effect,  the  honorable  senator  says : 
"  Give  us  the  railwav,  and  we  shall  gi\e 
you  the  bounty."  I  say  let  each  of  thes-' 
questions  be  decided  on  its  own  merits.  If 
the  bcwnty  is  \\  rong,  honorable  senators 
should  vote  against  it.  They  will  not  in- 
jure me  by  doing  so.  I  have  nothing  to 
do  with  the  way  in  which  thev  plea.se  to 
vote  on  that  matter.  All  I  can  say  is  that, 
so  far  as  I  can  st-e  at  present,  I  shall 
not  \x:  able  to  vote  for  the  proposed  raihvn\ 
from  Port  Augusta  to  Kalgoorlie.  I  think  I 
have  now  referrcrl  to  the  most  important 
matters  dealt  with  in  the  Governor-General's 
speech.  The  cmly  regret  I  have  is  that  there 
does  not  seem  to  be  much  likelihoo<l  of  the 
Government  havinp  an  opportunity  to  place 
llieir  p:>llcv  r.poii  the  statute-book.  But  if 
tliat  opixjrtuniiy  is  denied  them  now,  I  am 
certain  that  the  common  sense  of  the  people 


of  Australia,  that,  indeed,  the  necessities  of 
Australia,  will  make  it  apparent  before  very 
long  that  either  the  Labour  Party,  or  some 
other  party,  must  place  measures  of  the 
character  outlined  in  this  speech  upon  the 
statute- bocJ:,  if  Australia  is  to  have  a  fair 
chance  of  progress  and  prosperity  in  the 
near  future. 

Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Motion  (by  Senator  McGregor)  agreed 
to— 

That  the  Address  be  presented  to  His  Excel- 
lency the  Goveraor>General  by  the  President  and 
such  soiators  as  may  desire  to  araompany  Itim. 

Senate  adjoumed  at  11-44  p.m. 


i^otisp  of  firprrsrntati'brs. 

Thursday,  27  May,  rgop. 


Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  2.30 
p.m.,  and  read  prayers.  . 

GOVERNMENT  TRAWLER: 
DISTRIBUTION  OF  FISH. 

Dr.  CARTy  SALMON.— I  wish  to 
know  from  the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Cus- 
toms if  he  has  any  objection  to  laying  on 
the  table  a  statement  giving  the  names  of 
the  institutions  in  New  South  Wales  and 
Victoria  which  applied  for  fish  caught 
the  Government  trawler,  and  the  names  of 
those  amongst  which  the  fish  so  caught 
were  distributed  ? 

Mr.  TUDOR.— I  have  no  objection. 

ADVERTISING  AUSTRALIA: 
PURCHASE  OF  THE  CLARION. 

Mr.  BOWDEN.— Has  the  attention  of 
the  Minister  of  External  Affairs  been  called 
to  a  letter  published  in  the  Sydney  Morn- 
ing Herald,  in  which  the  writer,  Mr.  John 
Hurley,  alleges  that  the  Government  paid 
_;^5o  more  than  their  market  value  for 
7,000  copies  of  the  Clarion  recently  pur- 
chased by  it?  Can  the  Minister  give  the 
House  any  informaticxi  in  reference  to  the 
trans.-iction  ? 

Mr.  I3ATCHEL0R.— T  have  not  seen 
the  statement,  but  will  inquire  into  the 
matter. 

PROHIBITION  OF  BOOKS. 
Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— Is  it  a  fact, 
as  alleged  in  New  South  Wales,  that  the 
importation  of  c^g^ii|_^  Jil@^|^bly 
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of  the  Maria  Monk  character,  has  been  pro- 
hibited, and,  if  so,  is  this  Government  re- 
sponsible for  the  publication  of  the  Gazette 
notice  containing  the  prohibition  ? 

Mr.  TUDOR. — The  prohibition  was 
published  under  the  authority  of,  I  think, 
the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs  in  the 
Reid- McLean  Goveminent ;  no  action  of 
anv  kind  was  talffin  bv  the  present  Govern- 
meiA. 

CESSNOCK  POST  OFFICE. 

Dr.  LTDDELL. — Can  the  Minister  of 
HwDe  Affairs  explain  the  long  delay  in  the 
ccMistruction  of  the  new  post-office  at  Cess- 
Twck.  New  South  Wales? 

Mr.  MAHON.— I  shall  be  able  to  give 
the  hcxiorable  member  the  information  later 
in  the  dav.  1  have  been  making  inquiries 
into  the  matter. 

BAYONETS. 

Mr.  JOHNSON. — I  wish  to  know  from 
the  Minister  represoiting  the  Minister  of 
Defence  if  it  is  a  fact  that  bayonets  is- 
!;ued  to  the  Military  Forces  of  New  South 
Wales  do  not  fit  the  rifles  for  which  they 
were  intended,  and  that  the  men,  when 
■called  upon  to  fix  baycmets,  cannot  obev  the 
order?  If  this  is  so,  have  steps  been 
taken  to  alter  this  state  of  things? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  am  not  aware 
that  that  is  so,  but  shall  make  inquiries, 
and  let  the  honorable  member  know  the  re- 
sult of  them. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— Will  the  Minister  of 
Trade  and  Custc»ns  have  placed  in  the 
Library  the  papers  connected  with  the  im- 
portaticffi  of  explonves  made  by  the  South 
.\frican  Manufacturing  CtMnpany? 

Mr.  TUDOR.— I  should  be  pleased  to 
have  the  whole  of  the  information  collected 
bv  the  Department  placed  on  the  table  of 
the  Library. 

OLD-AGE  PENSION'S. 

Mr.  GLYXN.- The  Invalid  and  Old-age 
Pensions  Act  provides  that  no  person  who 
has  not  been  naturalized  for  three  years 
shall  be  eligible  for  a  pension.  There  are 
a  good  many  persons  who  have  not  been 
naturalized  for  three  years,  yet  have  been 
living  in  the  Commonwealtii  for  more  than 
tweniv-five  years.  Will  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter, in  the  amending  Bill  which  it  is  in- 
tended to  introduce,  allow  pensions  to  be 
paid  to  such  persons  on  condititm  that 
naturalization  takes  place  at  mce? 


Mr.  FISHER.— The  draft  Bill,  which 
is  ready  to  be  laid  on  the  table,  provides 
for  the  amendment  of  the  Act  in  the  direc- 
ticm  suggested,  and  reduces  the  period  of 
residence  in  Australia  from  twenty-five  to 
twenty  years. 

QUESTION  TO  A  PRIVATE 
MEMBER. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  wish  to  ask  the 
honorable  member  for  Lang  a  question 
through  ycu,  Mr.  Speaker. 

Mr.  SPEAKEBL— Does  the  honorable 
member  realize  that  he  can  ask  a  question 
of  a  private  member  only  in  relation  to 
business  on  the  notice-paper  of  which  that 
member  has  charge  ? 

Mr.  CHANTER. — My  question  will  not 
relate  to  anything  on  the  notice-paper. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Then  it  cannot  be 
asked. 

PATENT  OFFICE  :  MR.G.S.  BROWN. 

Mr.  HALL  (for  Dr.  Malonev)  asked 
the  Minist«^  of  Trade  and  Customs,  ufon 
notice — 

I.  Has  Mr.  George  S.  Brown,  of  the  Patent 
Office,  been  granted  an  increment  for  the  financial 
year  1908-9?  - 

3.  If  not,  will  the  MinBer  fumiab  the  House 
with  the  reasons  why  it  hra  been  withlield? 

3.  Has  he  observed  that  Mr.  G.  S.  Brown  wns 
the  only  officer  of  the  Patents  OflSce,  statu: -i.lv 
entitled,  for  whom  an  increment  was  noi  pro- 
vided on  last  year's  Pi^stimates? 

4-  If  so,  was  not  the  answer  be  gave  to  question 
I,  Hansard,  10.12.08,  under  the  heading,  "Mr. 
G.  S.  Brown's  case,"  and  based  upon  the  De- 
partmental information,  inaccurate  ? 

5.  If  not  90,  will  he  inform  the  House  w!iat 
other  officer,  statutorily  entitled,  was  omitted  like 
Mr.  Brown  from  the  increment  Hit? 

6'.  In  view  of  all  the  facts,  will  the  Minister 
direct  that  last  year's  increment  be  proviiled  for 
Mr.  Brown,  (o  date  from  ist  July,  1908? 

Mr.  TUDOR.— The  answers  to  the 
honorable  member's  questions  are  as  fol- 
low : — 

1.  No. 

2.  The  Commissioner  of  Patents  reported  that 
as  an  e.<Lcess  officer,  Mr,  Brown's  present  salary 
exceeds  the  value  of  the  services  rendered  by 
him,  and  an  increment  was  tmwarr.mted.  This 
view  was  upheld  by  the  Department,  and  the 
Public  Service  Commissioner  with  whom  the  de- 
cision rests. 

3.  No  officer  of  the  fourth  and  higher  classes 
of  the  Clerical  Division  is  statutorily  entitled  to 
an  increment. 

4.  No. 

l:i«;i'?/^°N'35!i&"/Google 
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GOVERNOR-GENERAL'S    SPEECH : 
ADDRESS-IN-REPLY. 

Debate  resumed  from  26th  May  {iHde 
page  51),  on  motion  by  Mr.  Roberts — 

That  the  Address-io-RepIy  to  His  Excellency's 
Speech,  as  read  by  the  Clerk,  be  agreed  to  by 
the  House. 

Mr.  DEAKIN  (Ballarat)  [2.39].— Mr. 
Speaker  

Sir  William  Lyne. — Judas  ! 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  ask  the  honorable 
member  for  Hume  to  withdraw  his  re- 
mark. 

Sir  William  Lyne, — I  did  not  refer  to 
any  individual,  personally.  I  have  a  right 
to  say  that  there  is  a  leading  Judas  here. 

Honorable  Members. — Shame ! 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Order!  I  did  not 
understand  the  honorable  member  for  Hume 
to  withdraw  the  expressiffli. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  shall  always  be 
found  obeying  your  rulings,  Mr.  Speaker. 
I  withdraw. 

Mr.  DEAKIN*. — I  ha\e  the  honour  to 
inform  you,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  honorable 
members  on  this  side  of  the  House  have 
been  good  enough  to  accept  me  as  their 
leader,  and  to  add  that  when,  but  a  few 
months  ago,  from  the  opposite  side,  I  had 
the  pleasure  of  congratulating  the  honor- 
able member  for  P  a  rramatt a  upon  his 
accession  to  this  office,  I  certainly  did  not 
anticipate  that,  in  effect,  on  the  motion  of 
that  honorable  member  I  should  now  oc- 
cupy it,  and  be  indebted  to  him  for  the 
opportunity  to  continue  this  debate. 

Sir  Wiluam  Lyne. — The  honorable 
member  f<»  Ballarat  ought  to  be  sad  I 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— If  I  may  notice,  in 
passing,  the  disorderly  interjection  of  an 
epithet  which  has  previously  been  made, 
I  have  to  admit  that  it  does  not  fall  with 
any  particular  novelty  on  my  ears.  I 
have  heard  it  applied  to  from  four 
to  six  members  of  our  party  by  the 
same  interjector  in  the  last  few  days, 
but  until  now  did  not  know  that  I  should 
also  receive  the  compliment.  The  species 
indicated,  whatever  it  may  be  

Mr.  SPEAKER. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Ballarat  will  realize  that  it  is  not 
customary  to  refer  to  an  interjection  which 
has  been  withdrawn . 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— X  did  not  understand 
the  interjection  had  been  withdrawn. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Hume  certainly  withdrew  it. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— The  Govemoi-Gene- 
ral's  speech  before  us  is  certainly  one  of 


the  longest  on  record.  I  take  no  objec- 
tion to  it  .on  that  score,  except  as 
to  the  discussion  invited  and  the 
unwarrantable  amount  of  our  time 
that  discussion  would  consume.  This  Par- 
liament has  no  time  to  spare.  Some  of 
those  proposals  are  obviously  intended  not 
to  pass,  and  most  of  them  are  not  intended 
to  be  submitted  to  this  Parliament.  As  a 
w  hole,  the  programme  is  intended  more 
for  the  hustings  than  for  Parliament,  and 
perhaps  "may  be  profitably  discussed  there. 
It  certainly  would  be  unfruitful  to  attempt 
to  discuss  it  here.  This,  I  need  scarcely 
rmind  the  House,  is  the  last  sessicnt 
of  this  Parliament.  We  are  practically 
in  the  last  mcxith  of  the  financial  year ; 
and  the  finances  of  the  ensuing  year  will 
require  close  and  prolonged  attenticm . 
Whatever  else  is  dealt  with,  or  omitted  to- 
be  dealt  with,  the  finances,  at  least,  require 
to  be  placed  on  a  satisfactory  footing  be- 
fore our  proceedings  can  close.  In  addi- 
tion, we  have  almost  immediately  a  Ctai- 
ference  called  in  the  Mother  Country  to 
which  Australia  is  invited  to  send  represen- 
tatives. At  that  Conference  pr<^x>sals  of 
the  highest  moment  relating  to  the  naval 
def«H%  of  the  Empire  are  to  be  discussed 
in  private;  and  it  is  highly  desirable  that 
the  representation  upon  that  Oxiference 
from  die  Commonwealth  should  be  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  view  of  the  majority  in 
this  House  in  order  that  it  may  be  given 
dTect.  We  have  already,  without  taking  a 
single  item  of  new  business,  more  before  us 
than  we  can  possibly  hope  to  dispose  of. 
Some  necessary — some  very  necessary — mea- 
sures must  be,  I  fear,  postponed ;  and, 
imder  the  circumstances,  tbe  discussion  of 
propositicxis  which,  practical,  perhaps, 
under  other  ccxiditxms,  are  purely  theoreti- 
cal now  bec(»nes  not  a  work  of  necessity, 
but  a  waste  and  misuse  of  parliamentary 
time.  But,  at  least,  the  business  before  us 
which  we  have  to  discharge — which  cannot 
wait,  and  which  will  tax  our  efforts  and 
our  patience— ought  to  be  brought  for-  I 
ward  with  the  least  possible  delay. 
If  its  discussion  be  confined  within  the 
narrowest  limits  we  shall,  I  venture  to  say, 
be  extremely  fortunate  if,  when  Christmas 
comes,  this  House  has  sufficiently  paved 
the  way  to  admit  of  that  appeal  to  the 
country  which  must  follow  in  due  course. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  hope  it  will  come 
long  before  Christmas ! 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Possibly  it  may. 

Mr.  FisHEB.-^Wft^viv^Q^g't^une"  r 
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Mr.   DEAKIN.  —  Now,   I   have  so 
far   dealt  with  the  Speech  of  His  Ex- 
■ce  i  1  erKv    the    Governor-  Genera  I .       I  am 
well   aware,  however,  that  the  particular 
•emphasis  to  be  laid  on  parts  of  that  Speech, 
the  portions  to  be  selected  for  actual  treat- 
ment, and  the  spedal  views  which  the  Go- 
\-enunent  entertain  in  regard  to  them,  will 
probably  reqiure,  and  should  receive,  fur- 
ther exposition  from  the  Prime  Minister 
himself.     When  the  honorable  member  ad- 
dresses us,  he  will  probably  be  able  to 
separate  the  wheat  from  what  1  do  not  wish 
to  dismiss  by  the  name  of  chaff,  though  for 
the  purposes  of  this  sessiwi  the  discussion 
is  as  foreign  as  if  it  were  chaff.     1  hope 
that  the  Prime  Minister  will  point  us  to 
those  measures  which  he  has  some  reason- 
able hope  of  passing,  and  which  require 
to  be  passed,  and  that  he  will  favour  us 
with  that  eqxisition  of  the  views  of  the  Go- 
vemmait  in  regard  to  them  which  may 
enable  us  to  understand  why  s<xne  of 
them    appear    in    this    particular  pro- 
giamme.      But  I  venture  to  submit  that 
■«lebate  on  those  issues  must  be  futile — 
would  lead  us  nowhere.    Members  cannot 
expert  their  election   platform  to  occupy 
the  time  of  this  session  of  Parliament.  The 
time  can  be  much  better  spent,  and  should 
be  spent,  in  coming  to  the  point  at  once — in 
"  cutting  it  shcMt,"  as  I  think  I  hear  an  in- 
terjector  say — craning  to  the  issue.  We 
should  be  told  what  we  are  to  be  asked  to 
deal  with  oat  of  this  Iraig  programme,  and 
why,  and  when.  There  is  another  argument 
that  leaps  to  the  eye,  even  more  than  any  of 
those  I  have  empWed,  and  it  is  conveyed 
by  the  state  of  this  House.    Ministers  can- 
not fail  to  recognise  what  prospects  any 
measures  they  may  submit  must  have.  They 
■cannot  fail  to  understand  how  the  situatiwi 
must  necessarilv  resolve  itself.  They  cannot 
fail  to  see  that  under  the  circumstances  de- 
tailed discussicm  on  that  proposals  is,  or 
should  be,  out  of  court.   Let  me  \-enture  to 
appeal    to   honorable   members   on  all 
sides  

Sir  William  Lyne.— "  On  all  sides"? 

Mr.  DEAKTN.— On  all  sides,  to  close  a 
profitless  debate  as  early  as  possible — to 
confine  it  within  the  narrowest  limits.  I  in- 
tend myself  to  set  a  gosid  example  in  this 
T^ard ;  and  to  add,  if  T  mav,  a  sp«;ial  ap- 
peal to  honorable  members  on  this  side  of 
the  House,  with  whom  I  feel  sure  the  neces- 
sities of  the  case  must  weigh  most  heavily, 
and  who  realize  that,  if  the  business  of  the 
countrv   is  to  be  transacted  this  year,  it 


must  be  commenced  without  any  further 
postponement. 

Mr.  Watkins. — Is  the  honorable  member 
referring  to  measures  advocated  in  the  Op- 
position corner? 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — 1  am  inviting  hcniorable 
members  to  exercise  self-restraint,  in  order 
that  the  business  of  this  Parliament  may  be 
advanced  at  once  to  some  important  stage. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — Look  at  the 
'*  wreckage  "  behind  the  hraiorable  member. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— There  will  be  more 
wreckage  presently. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lynb. — ^Vesj  rai  the  (Kher 
side  of  the  House;  and,  by  Heavms,  there 
should  be  t 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— The  situation  of  the 
wreckage  is  made  visible  by  the  cries  of  the 
would-be  wreckers. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — What  did  the  hon- 
orable member  say  about  the  Opposition 
only  three  months  ago? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Many  wise  words  that 
the  honorable  member  would  have  done  well 
to  remember.  It  is  worse  than  idle  to  ask 
this  Parliament  to  omtinue  to  beat  the  air 
in  relation  to  proposals  for  measures  that 
cannot  be  passed  while  the  urgency  of  the 
situation  is  pressing  upon  us.  The  Gover- 
nor-General's Speech  was  intended  to  serve 
only  one  purpose,  and  it  can  serve  that  pur- 
pose without  making  any  undue  demand 
upon  our  time.  It  was  intended  that, 
after  it  had  been  read,  the  archives  of  Par- 
liament should  be  opened  and  that  it  should 
be  filed  there  for  future  reference. 

Sir  Wiluam  Lvne.— The  honorable 
member  will  meet  his  Waterloo  before  long. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Order.  Making  all 
due  allowance  for  the  occasiwi,  and  for  any 
excitement  that  may  exist  in  the  House,  1 
must  ask  the  honorable  member  for  Hume 
to  refrain  from  interjecting  so  freely.  In- 
terjections seriously  hinder  the  honorable 
member  in  possession  of  the  floM",  whoever 
he  may  be,  frwn  addressing  himself  to  the 
Chair. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — Mav  I  be  per- 
mitted, Mr.  Speaker,  to  say  that  I  shall 
do  exactly  that  which  you  may  direct  me 
to  do.  and  to  point  out  that  the  occasion  is 
unprecedented  in  the  political  history  of 
Australia. 

Mr.  FISHER  (Wide  Bay—Treasurer) 
C2-53]-— May  I  offer  to  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Ballarat  the  usual  congratulations 
on  his  assuming  the  leadership  of  the  Op- 
position— a  position  in  /*^jchj_|l^)e  he 
will  long   acquitigitlMWlfeOQgA^g  his 
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brief,  trenchant,  and  somewhat  unfair 
criticism  of  the  proposals  of  the  Go\'ern- 
ment  1  watched  the  faces  of  many  of  those 
behind  him,  and  could  not  fail  to  obserre 
how  they  enjoyed  his  discc»nfiture.  They 
were  secnretly  chuckling  at  the  situation  in 
which  this  Parliament  finds  itself.  The 
honorable  member,  who  has  liehind  him  a 
record  of  which  any  man  might  well  be 
proud,  stated  that  the  policy  we  have  sub- 
mitted to  the  House  was  drafted  for  the 
country  and  not  for  this  Parliament.  In 
reply,  I  would  tell  him  that,  whatever  may 
be  his  view  of  the  position  I  occupy,  the 
policy  submitted  by  us  in  His  Excellency's 
Speech  was  drafted  as  the  work  of  the 
session,  and  that  it  was  the  intention  of 
the  Government  that  it  should  be  carried 
out.  We  have  no  occaaon  to  claim  the 
indulgence  of  Parliament  in  order  that  our 
policy  may  be  put  before  the  country.  We 
have  met  every  party  both  in  the  Parlia- 
ments of  the  States  and  in  the  Parliament 
of  the  Commonwealth,  and  on  every  occa- 
sion have  been  successful.  It  is  true  that  the 
members  of  my  party  do  not  represent  a  ma- 
jority in  this  House,  but  it  is  also  true  that 
until  a  few  minutes  ago  we  represented  the 
largest  organised  section  in  the  Parliament, 
and  by  far  the  largest  voting  strength  in 
this  Chamber.  It  is  likewise  true  that  the 
honorable  member  has  sitting  behind  him 
to-day  representatives  of  axistiluencies  who 
have  pledged  th«nselves  to  a  policy  other 
than  that  which  he  has  submitted  to 
us.  In  view  of  that  fact,  1  should  like 
to  ask  the  honorable  member  whether 
in  the  circumstances  it  would  not  be  better, 
not  merely  to  take  Parliament  into  our 
confidence,  but  to  seek  the  views  of  the 
electors  «i  this  question.  The  honorible 
meinber  irods  assent  to  that  proposal,  and 
I  am  glad  that  he  does.  I  sh*ll  have 
the  greatest  pleasure  in  saying  that  both 
the  Opposition  and  the  Government  are 
agreed  that  we  should  invite  the  electors  to 
decide  the  issue  befcffe  us.  I  do  not  de- 
sire that  there  should  be  any  misunder- 
standing. I  take  it  that  the  honorable 
member  nodded  his  head  in  assent  to  my 
proposal. 

Mr.  Deakin. — Of  course,  we  must  go 
to  the  people,  and,  of  course,  before  we  do 
so  we  must  also  do  the  session's  work. 

Mr.  FISHER.— There  is  prevailing  in 
this  Parliament  a  state  of  aifairs  the  like 
of  which  I  have  ne\-er  read  of  in  con- 
■tsicn  with  any  other  L^islature.  The 
""^r  of  the  Opposition — the  honorable 


member  for  Ballarat — is  reported  to  have 
stated  more  thoii  onoe  that  ooalitions  are 
absi^lutely  immoral. 

Mr.  Keio. — It  is  cKily  when  there  is  a 
premature  divorce  that  they  become  im- 
moral. 

Mr.  FISHER.— If  I  were  in  any  doubt 
on  the  point,  I  should  quote  the  authority 
of  the  late  Lord  Beaccmsfield,  who  de- 
clared that  coalitions  were  exceedingly  im- 
moral, and  could  be  justified  only  on  the 
ground  of  national  «ner^;ency  or  danger. 
On  that  ground  I  am  prepared  to  accept 
the  challenge.  But  there  is  no  nationa] 
danger  at  the  present  time.  There  is, 
however,  a  political  danger-— the  danger 
of  a  number  of  honorable  members  who 
do  not  represent  their  constituents  being 
deprived  of  the  positions  they  now  oc- 
cupy, 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  wish  the  honot- 
able  member  would  not  speak  of  that  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  FISHER.— I  quite  believe  it.  I 
can  well  understand  that  the  honorable 
member  for  Parramatta  mAy  not  care  to 
speak  with  the  honc»-able  member  for  Bal- 
larat fr<xn  the  same  platfn-m.  and  that  the 
honorable  member  for  Maribymong,  too, 
might  not  care  to  speak  from  the  sanne 
platform  with  the  honorable  member  for 
Parkes.  No  reflection  could  be  cast  upon 
those  who  indulged  in  such  a  procedure 
provided  that  an  intimation  of  their  in- 
tentions were  first  given  to  their  coristi- 
tuents,  and  proceedings  taken  in  a  proper 
con.<Jtitulional  manner  to  ascertain  their 
views.  May  I  remind  the  hcmorable  mem- 
ber for  Ballarat  that,  although  he  was  at 
pains  to  point  out  the  state  of  parties  in 
this  House,  the  reflection  lies,  not  upon 
this  Government,  but  upon  himself. 

Mr.  Deakin. — I  put  it  as  a  reflection 
on  the  possibilities  of  the  Government  do- 
ing business,  and  not  as  a  reflection  on  the 
Ministry. 

Mr.  '  FISHER.— I  well  remember  an 
experience  which  befel  my  late  leader,  the 
honorable  member  for  South  Sydnev,  when 
he  took  office  as  Prime  Minister.  I^cAwith- 
standing  the  strcuig  and  active  service 
which  that  hcmorable  member  had  rendered, 
not  only  the  country,  but  his  [vedecessors 
in  office,  the  honorable  member  fat  Bal- 
larat, immediately  the  honorable  member 
met  the  House  as  Prime  Minister,  took  the 
whole  of  his  party  into  opposition. 

Sir  William  Lyne.— jNot  the  iwhole  of 
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Mr.  FISHER.—Not  the  whole  of 
them,  I  admit,  but  the  great  majority  of 
them  went  into  opposition.  We  met  the 
House,  and  went  on  with  buuness.  We 

were  able  to  carry  on  business  for  a  con- 
siderable time,  but  what  happeried  ?  Al- 
though the  bonor;ibIe  member  for  South 
Sydney  had  grounds  for  believing  that  the 
hwKM-able  member  for  Ballarat  would  give 
him   reasonable  support,   we  found  very 
early  in  his  career  as  Prime  Minister  that 
the  honorable  member  for  Ballarat  vote6 
against  him,  and  voted  against  a  clause  of 
a  Bill  that  was  practicaUy  his  own.  The 
state  of  the  House  upon  this  ^de  at  that 
time  was  practically  the  same  as  it  is  now, 
and  yet  the  h<xiorable  monber  for  Bal- 
larat has  the  audacity  to'  nrijue  now  that 
the  present  state  of  the  House  is  an  indi- 
cation to  determine  the  fate  of  this  Go- 
vernment.   Let  me  tell  the  honorable  mem- 
ber that  the  fate  of  this  Government  does 
not  concern  the  members  of  it  one  iota. 
I  have  not  been  deceived  in  what  has  taken 
place,  and  the  htwiorable  member  knows 
well  that  no  act  of  courtesy  has  been  want- 
ing on  my  part,  and  no  insidious  attempt  to 
undennine  him  in  any  way  has  been  en- 
coura^  by  me.    On  the  contrary,  I  have 
done  et'erything  that  is  fair  as  between 
man  and  man,  acoOTding  to  my  lights,  and 
to  the  best  of  my  ability,  to  keep  our 
friendship  as  g;reen  as  it  ought  to  be  be- 
tween members  representing  different  views, 
but  the  same  ideals.    That  has  been  my 
course  of  action  all  through,  and  I  make 
no  complaint    at    all    about    the  action 
that  the  honorable  member  has  taken ;  but 
1  do  complain  about  his  statement  that 
the  programme  put  forward  bv  the  Govern- 
ment was  drawn  up  because  of  circumstances 
and  statements  that  had  ibeen  appearing  in 
the  public  press.    Nothing  of  the  kind  h.^s 
taknn  place.    The  GoAernment  intended  to 
put  forward  a  policy  bv  which  it  will  stand 
or  fall  in  the  House  and  in  the  country. 

Mr.  Deakin. — I  did  not  say  anything  to 
the  contrary. 

Mr.  FISHER.— The  honorable  member 
—I  took  down  his  words — said  that  tJie 
measures  in  the  Governor- General's  speech 
were  ne^er  intended  to  be  submitted,  but 
were  intended  more  for  the  hustings  than 
for  this  House. 

Mr.  Deakin. — I  said  that,  taken  as  a 
«bde,  they  were  more  intended  for  the 
hustings  than  the  House. 

Mr.  FISHER. — That  statement  is  a 
gratuitous  insult  to  the  Government,  and  is 


studiously  intended  to  be  so.  Xo  other 
leader  of  an  Opposition  in  this  Parliament 
has  suggested  anything  of  the  kind. 

Mr.  Deakin.—  No  other  but  the  honor- 
able member  would  take  exception  to  it.  I 
did  not  take  exception  to  the  honorable 
member's  design,  but  do  not  let  us  waste 
time  in  discussing  it. 

Mr.  FISHER. — Time  seems  to  be  a  very 
important  element  in  the  situation.  Whv 
this  sudden  desire  to  save  time?  Can  the 
honorable  member  remember  a  period  not 
very  long  ago  when  time  was  not  the  essence 
of  the  contract  ?  Can  he  remember  a  time 
when  this  party  stood  bv  him  in  manv  diffi- 
cult situations,  with  danger  to  themselves, 
in  order  to  see  that  he  or  his  party  should 
not  be,  as  we  thought,  unjustiv  or  unfairly 
dealt  with?  We  suffered  under  reflections 
frtMn  our  own  people  rather  than  seem  to  do 
an  injustice,  while  the  honorable  member 
was  occupying  the  responsible  position  of 
Prime  Minister. 

Mr.  Deakin. — Exactly,  and  we  did  the 
same  thing. 

Mr.  FISHER.— Was  time  then  th.- 
essence  of  the  contract?  No.  Any  time 
that  the  honorable  member  required  for  him- 
self or  his  Government  was  cheerfully 
granted  by  the  party  that  I  had  the  honour 
to  lead.  Whatever  heat  or  feeling  mav  be 
imported  into  this  debate,  not  a  single  con- 
5dential  statement  will  pass  my  Hps. 

Mr.  Crouch. — Surelv  it  is  not  necessary 
to  say  that? 

Mr.  FISHER. — It  is  necessarv  to  sav  it 
v.hen  we  find  others  making  use  of  state- 
ments that  have  been  made  in  con- 
fidence. It  makes  no  difference  to  me  what 
statements  they  make  regarding  these  mat- 
ters, but  everything  that  has  been  spoken 
in  confidence  will  be  regarded  as  sacretl  bv 
me,  irrespective  of  anything  that  may  take 
place  here. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — There  are  some  con- 
fidences that  I  am  not  going  to  keep.  I 
shall  not  submit  to  be  trampled  upon. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  had  occasion  just 
now  to  ask  the  honorable  member  for  Hume 
to  discontinue  his  frequent  interjections.  I 
am  sorrv  to  say  that  although  he  intimated 
his  willingness  to  obey  the  direction  of  the 
Chair,  he  has  not  done  so.  I  hope  he  will 
do  so  now. 

Sir  William  Lyne.— I  am  quite  pre^ 
pared  to  carry  out  vour  wishes,  Mr. 
Speaker. 

Mr.  FISHER.— I  should  like  to  ask  the 
honorable  member  for  Ballarat  to^tate  more 
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distinctly  what  he  meant  when  he  said  that 
an  important  Imperial  Craiferraoe  was  about 
to  meet  whidi  would  discuss  issues  of  far- 
reaching  importance  to  the  Dominions  be- 
yond the  seas,  and  to  the  whole  Empire, 
and  that  it  was  desirable  that  this  Parlia- 
ment should  be  represented  by  delegates 
whose  views  were  in  accord  with  those  of 
the  majority  of  the  House.  Will  the  honor- 
^le  m«nber  be  good  enough  to  say  whether 
he  objects  to  the  present  Minister  of  De- 
fence being  a  representative  at  the  Con- 
ferenoe? 

Mr.  Dbakin. — Not  as  a  reiaesentative  of 
the  h<morable  member's  Government  He 
himself  challenged  in  a  public  speech  a 
reference  to  his  going  to  the  Imperial  Con- 
ference. 

Mr.  FISHER.— Will  the  honorable  mem- 
ber make  a  statement  in  plain  language  as 
to  whettier  he  or  his  party  object  to  the 
nomination  of  tiie  present  Minister  of  De- 
fence as  a  representative  of  Australia  at 
that  Conference? 

Mr.  Deakin. — I  object  to  a  Government 
in  a  minority  filling  any  oflSce  or  any  repre- 
sentative position  while  under  challenge. 
That  is  general,  and  not  personal  to  the 
Minister  of  DeferKe. 

Mr.  FISHER. — At  the  time  this  ap- 
p(Mntment  was  made  there  was  no  such 
party  on  that  side.  The  country  had  no 
knowledge  of  any  such  party,-  and  as  the 
Minister  of  External  Aflfairs  leminds  me, 
this  Government  has  not  been  challenged. 

Mr.  Reid. — Surely  if  the  honorable  me(n- 
ber  knew  that  his  Government  were  about 
to  be  challenged  he  would  not  send  a  Min- 
ister to  represent  them  at  a  Conference? 

Mr.  FISHER.— I  quite  agree  with  the 
right  honorable  member.  I  may  be  young, 
and  uninfonned  in  these  matters,  but  I  did 
not  understand,  nor  'lo  I  understand  now, 
that  that  Ctmference  has  been  con\'ened  for 
partv  purposes.  I  never  understood  that 
the  Imperial  Government,  acting  on  the 
suggestion  not  only  of  this  Government,  but 
on  the  suggestion  of  the  Government 
of  Canada  and  other  oversea  Dominions, 
invited  the  Parliaments  to  send  party  re- 
presentatives. I  had  no  idea  that  the  chief 
advisers  of  His  Majesty  in  the  United 
Kingdom  had  it  in  their  minds  that  the 
various  parties  in  this  Parliament  woaid 
readjust  themselves  in  order  to  select  special 
representatives  to  be  sent  to  the  Conference. 
I  am  quite  sure  that  the  King  and  his  ad- 
visers neier  thought  that  such  things  were 
possible,  and  they  will  learn  with  surprise 


that  in  this  Parliament,  after  a  representa- 
tive has  been  chosen  in  tbe  hi^  official 

capacity  of  the  Minister  of  Defence  

Mr.  TiLLEY.  Brown.  —  Improperly 
chosen. 

Mr.  FISHER.— Does  the  honorable 
member  say  he  was  improperly  chosen? 

Mr.  Johnson. — Has  Parliament  ap- 
proved of  a  naval  policy  yet? 

Mr.  FISHER.— Yes.  Did  not  Parlia- 
m^t  approve  of  a  naval  policy  when  it  put 
aside  a  specific  amount  of  ;^250,ooo  for 
harbor  and  coastal  defence  ?  If  there 
is  a  difference  of  view  oa  that  point,  that 
furnishes  a  proper  ground  upon  which  to 
challenge  the  Government. 

Mr.  Deakin. — The  Prime  Minister  knows 
my  opinion  aa  that  pwit. 

Mr.  FISHER.— Why,  then,  do  hon- 
orable members  opposite  hesitate  to  chal- 
lenge us  upon  that  ground  ?  If  we  ha\'e 
done  wnHig,  let  the  newly-formed  Opposi- 
tion formulate  ft  charge  against  us. 

Mr.  Deakin. — What  charge  did  the 
honorable  member  bring  against  the  ia&i 
Administratis  when  he  put  them  out  of 
oflfce? 

Mr,  FISHER— When,  some  months 
before  that  event  occurred,  the  honcvable 
member  for  Gwydir  moved  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Royal  Commissioa  to  in- 
quire into  the  administration  of  the  De- 
partment of  the  Pofitmaster-Gmeral,  tbe 
honorable  member  for  Ballarat,  who  was 
then  Prime  Minister,  said  that,  if  it  were 
carried,  he  would  resign  c^ce,  but  withdrew 
that  statement  on  pressure  being  put  upon 
him  by  his  supporters,  and  because  of  what 
appeared  in  the  press  as  to  the  trouble  that 
would  arise  if  a  change  of  Government  oc- 
curred before  the  Tariff,  which  was  then 
under  consideration,  had  been  finally  dis- 
posed of.  The  members  of  my  own  party 
know  that  I  did  my  utmost  to  prevent  tiw 
defeat  of  the  Government  on  that  occaam. 
I  said  that  a  lar^  and  compact  party  such 
as  ours  should  not  attack  in  sections.'  The 
party  is  too  big,  too  important,  and  too 
compact;  our  ideas  are  too  concrete,  and 
our  future  too  well  assured,  to  permit  of 
action  of  that  kind.  The  leader  of  the 
Opposition  knows  that  I  told  him,  without 
having  consulted  one  member  of  my  own 
party,  that  I  would  do  my  utmost  to  get 
the  party  to  remain  behind  his  Goi-emmwit 
until  the  completion  of  the  Tariff. 

Mr.  FitAZER. — It  wasra_gre^  trial  to 
many  of  us  to  Bi*^Ha4&Jgl^ 
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Mr.  FISHER.— The  hoDoraWe  monber 
caniM  say  that  that  promue  was  not  per- 
fmrned  to  the  letter. 

Mr.  Deakin. — The  honorable  member  is 
now  giving  the  reaswi  why  his  pafty  kept 
the  late  AdministratioQ  in  office,  not  why 
it  put  us  out. 

Mr.  FISHER- — I  am  recounting  what 
happoied,  in  its  historical  sequence,  and 
shall  presently  read  from  Hamsard  exactly 
what  I  said  when  infOTming  the  House  that 
we  had  decided  to  no  kmger  support  the 
Deakin  Administration.  That  statement 
was  full,  ample,  and  complete  in  every 
detail. 

Mr.  Deakin. — The  point  is  that,  al- 
though the  honorable  monber  now  asks 
from  me  specific  reasons  i<x  taking  action 
against  the  Administration,  he  did  not 
give  sudi  reasons  when  in  a  position  similar 
to  that  which  I  now  occupy. 

Mr.  Johnson. — Let  the  honorable 
member  give  us  the  inward  histwy  of 
what  took  place. 

Mr.  FISHER. — I  am  willing  to  give  the 
fullest  statement ;  but  the  best  thing  to  be 
done  is  to  allow  the  electors  an  oppor- 
ttmity  to  ask  candidate  for  seats  in  this 
House  whether  they  intend,  if  chosen,  to 
stand  by  their  [hedges,  or  to  coalesce  with 
others  whose  principles  they  have  de- 
nounced ab  destructive  of  the  best  interests 
of  the  country.  My  pledges  to  my  otm- 
stituents  have  been  tnnding  on  my  ccm- 
sdence  and  on  my  actions,  and  if  honw- 
able  members  oppodte  had  been  similarly 
bound  we  should  not  have  the  present  state 
of  affairs.  The  statement  which  I  am  about 
to  read  was  made  long  after  the  honorable 
niember  for  Ballarat  had  intimated  that  he 
intended  to  resign  the  positicm  of  Prime 
Minister.  I  felt  it  difficult  to  hold  the 
Labour  Party  togeth^,  and  to  give  to  the 
Government  of  the  day  that  full  support 
whidi  I  thought  necessary  in  accordance 
with  views  previously  expressed.  What  I 
said  is  reported  in  Hansard  in  these 
words — 

I  desire  to  intimate  to  the  House,  and  to  the 
country,  that  which  I  have  already  privately  in- 
timated  to  the  Prime  Minister :  that  the  Labour 
Patty  can  no  longer  support  the  Government.  I 
can  only  say  that  our  relations  with  the  Min- 
istry, personally,  have  been  of  the  most  friendly 
character.  Although  from  time  to  time  em- 
barrassing circumstances  have  arisen,  we  have 
always  endeavoured  to  oo-operate  in  every  pos- 
sible way  with  the  Government  in  regard  to 
n^rs  that  we  thought  ooacemed  the  welfare 
of  the  Commonwealth.  There  have  been  situa- 
tioni  of  erobarratsment  in  which  I  have  alwaya 
■oaght,  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  to  safeguard 


the  interests  of  the  Parliament,  and  the  well- 
being  of  the  country.  Whilst  I  freely  admit 
that  we  have  frequently  felt  the  restraint  that  a 
large  party  such  as  ours  must  feel  in  difficult 
circumstances,  I,  personally,  have  alwaya  hcM 
that,  occupying  the  position  that  we  do,  we  must 
treat  any  Government  situated  as  this  Ministry 
is  in  a  perfectly  straightforward  manner.  We 
are  taking  this  course  now,  because  it  is,  to  our 
minds,  one  of  decency,  and  of  order.  The  time 
might  come  wlien  one  party  or  the  other  miglit 
take  such  action  as  would  create  a  crisis,  in  cir- 
cumstances that  would  render  it  impossible  for 
the  country  to  learn  exactly  how  the  situation 
arose.  I  have  endeavoured,  whilst  safeguarding 
the  interests  of  the  Commonwealth,  to  restrain 
withm  reasonable  bounds  any  adverse  criticism, 
and  now  that  I  can  no  longer  do  that,  I  think 
that  1  am  performing  what  is  more  a  public  than 
a  party  duty  in  telling  the  House  and  the  coun- 
try the  determmation  at  which  we  have  arrived 
I  have  staled  our  position  as  plainly  as  I  can. 

»V  ^^Ta^a  I  "  ^"'''"e  the  course 

wuicli  I  did  durmg  a  previous  crisis,  I  had  the 
lupport  of  my  party,  t£e  members  of  which  felt 
until  at  least  the  Tariff  was  dealt  with  there 
rested  upon  us  the  public  duty  of  giving  the  Gov- 
ernment  a  reasonable  support  in- every  situation 

s  a^s" " 

1  ask  whether  reasons  are  not  given  in  that 
full  statement? 

Mr.    Deakw.— I  did  not  find  fault 

with  It. 

Mr.  FISHER.-Then  what  is  all  the 
trouble  about  now  ? 

-Mr.  Deakin— The  honorable  member 
demands  an  entirely  different  sUtement 
from  me.  He  is  not  satisfied  with  a  general 
explanation  of  the  situatiOT. 

Mr.  FISHER.-Does  the  honorable 
member  pretend  to  sav  that  the  circum- 
stances are  similar?  He,  before  the  occasion 
to  which  I  am  referring,  had  stated  that  he 
would  remain  in  office  only  until  a  certain 
measure  had  been  carried  into  law.  The 
measure  having  been  passed,  and  his 
Government  being  still  in  disfavour  and 
wnbarrassed,  I  intimated  that  the  Labour 
Party  would  not  continue  to  stand  com- 
pactly behind  it.  The  present  Govern- 
ment has  been  in  office  for  six  months, 
and  now  comes  forward  with  a  programme. 
Does  the  honorable  member  says  that  Min- 
isters are  incapable  of  properly  transact- 
ing the  affairs  of  the  Commonwealth,  and 
that  their  programme  is  underserving  of 
consideration?  It  will  be  the  action  of 
cowards  not  to  face  the  proposals  which 
we  ha%-e  put  forward.  I  deny  that  these 
proposals  are  mere  placards.  The  honor- 
able member  for  Ballarat,  who  has  so 
characterized  them,  and  (*hfirJK)nor- 
able  member,  knoswtisrttt' «fflPftfen^  not. 


A. 
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Mr.  Deakin. — The  honorable  member 
has  not  j  et  got  to  the  point. 

Mr.  FISHER.— Surely  I  am  not  to  be 
charged  with  not  wishing  to  face  a  diffi- 
culty.   What  is  the  point  ? 

Mr.  Palmer, — The  question  is :  By 
whiit  authority  did  the  Government  spend 
the  50,000  to  which  reference  has 
Ken  made? 

Mr.  FISHER.— I  expected  a  reply 
from  the  front  bench,  but  it  has  come  from 
the  back. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — Why  are  we  not  chal- 
lenged in  respect  to  that  matter,  if  hon- 
orable members  opposite  disapprove  of  our 
action  in  regard  to  it  ? 

Mr.  FISHER.— Yes  ;  why  is  there  not 
a  specific  charge  brou^t  against  us?  It 
seems  to  be  the  desire  of  the  new  leader 
ot  the  Opposition  to  prevent  the  discus- 
sion of  the  Government's  programme. 

Mr.  Deakin. — What  is  the  honorable 
mmber  doing  now  Uit  discussing  it? 

Mr.  FISHER. — I  am  exercising  my 
right  to  reply  to  the  remarks  of  the  honor- 
able member.  Had  I  not  possessed  such  a 
right,  I  should  not  have  hesitated  to  ap- 
peal to  the  courtesy  of  the  House  for  per- 
mission to  do  so.  Have  Ministers,  or 
have  I,  dcxie  anything  that  should  debu  us 
from  the  opportunity  to  place  our  views 
before  the  country  ? 

Mr.  Kelly.— What  are  the  Govenunent 

tloing  now  ? 

Mr.  FISHER.— We  are  doing  exactly 
what  all  other  persons  in  our  position 
would  da  I  may  be  in  error,  and  I  hope 
I  am,  but  I  understand  there  is  a  desire 
not  to  allow  a  free  and  full  discussion  on 
a  matter  that  is  of  vital  importance  to  the 
people  of  the  Commonwealth  and  to  this 
Parliament.  Of  course,  there  are  no 
friends  like  new  friends ;  and  when  we 
find  the  honorable  member  for  Wentworth 
and  the  honorable  member  for  Ballarat 
agreeing  on  a  question  of  this  kind,  we 
may  surmise  that  new  circumstances  have 
;irisen  which  necessitate  silence.  Besides, 
behind  silence  much  may  be  hidden.  But, 
as  the  honorable  member  fbr  Flinders 
would  sav,  this  is  no  place  for  things  to 
be  dcme  in  silence,  but  one  where  all  that 
can  be  said  against  the  Government  should 
be  stated  in  such  a  way  that  not  only  hon- 
orable members,  but  the  people  of  the 
country  may  comprehend  what  has  been 
tlone  to  justify  a  change  of  Administration. 


Mr.  Archer. — Did  the  Prime  Minister 
set  out  all  matters  very  clearly  a  short 
time  ago  when  he  removed  the  late  Govern- 
ment? 

Mr.  FISHER.— I  have  just  read  a  full 
and  complete  history  of  the  whole  cir- 
cumstances. I  do  not  wish  to  revert  to 
the  positioi  of  the  Minister  of  Defence, 
but  I  may  say  that  I  expressed  to  that 
gentlonan  my  opinion  that  the  Ctmference 
in  England  is  not  a  party  conference. 

Mr.  RxiT). — Does  not  Senator  Pearce  go 
Home  as  Minister  of  Defence?  Is  he  not 
appointed  to  represent  the  Government  as 
one  of  the  members  of  the  Government, 
and  does  he  not  go  in  his  offidal  capacity  ? 

Mr.  FISHER.— Yes. 

Mr.  Reid. — Then  he  ought  not  to  be 
submitted  to  the  indignity  of  being  re- 
called when  half  way  to  England.  I  should 
not  like  to  expose  a  man  so  worthy  of  re- 
spect as  he  is  to  such  an  indignity. 

Mr.  FISHER. — I  am  glad  to  hear  the 
pertinent  remark  of  the  right  hmorable 
member,  but  may  I  remind  him  that  his 
associate  and  late  leader,  the  honorable 
member  for  Parramatta,  is  reported  as 
publicly  challenging  this  Government  for 
appointing  two  of  its  own  number,  and 
declaring  that  this  is  not  a  party  matter 
and  ought  not  to  be  ocmsidered  as  such. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  said  that  the 
Prime  Minister  had  many  times  declared 
that  it  was  not  a  party  matter,  but  that, 
while  so  regarding  it,  he  had  appointed 
two  of  his  own  number. 

Mr.  FISHER.— I  am  glad  the  honor, 
able  member  confirms  the  opiruon  I  have 
always  held  that  these  are  not  party  mat- 
ters. I  am  now  merely  challenging  the 
statement  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Ballarat  when  he  holds  that  the  repre- 
sentatives at  the  Conference  must  speak 
for  honorable  members  opposite. 

Dr.  Wilson. — They  must  speak  for 
Parliament,  was  what  the  honorahle  mem- 
ber for  Ballarat  said. 

Mr.  FISHER.— No;  he  said  they  must 
speak  for  honorable  members  opposite. 
The  feeling  is  that  this  large  and  growing 
party  called  the  Labour  Party,  must 
not  send  its  representatives  to  the  centre 
of  the  Empire,  because  of  the  prejudice 
of  past  parties  in  this  House. 

Mr.  BowDEN. — ^A  member  of  the  Labour 
Party  was  sent  to  the  Navigation  Cbnf«'- 
ence. 

Mr.  FISHER— With  all  due  respect, 
that  was  a  subsidiary  conference.  , 
Mr,  Deakin.— Spiisdti^hjOOgle 
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Mr.  FISHER.— But  it  is  a  subsidiary 
Conference  to  deal  with  matters  cf  tlie  first 
importance. 

Mr.  Deakin. — So  was  the  Navigation 
Conference. 

Mr.  FISHER.— The  Attorney-General 
would  be  quite  able  to  take  part  in  any 
conference;  but  we  know  that  a  mere  Navi- 
gation Conference  is  not  to  be  compared 
with  OTe  called  to  discuss,  though  not 
finally  to  determine,  the  whole  question  ot 
defence  of  every  part  of  the  Empire. 
Surely  the  honorable  member  for  Ballarat 
will  not  try  to  cloud  the  issue  in  this  way. 

Mr.  De^kjn. — The  Prime  Minister  made 
the  assotion  himself. 

Mr.  FISHER.— The  only  object  of  the 
statement  of  the  h(»iorable  member  for  Bal- 
larat is  to  prevent  our  sanding  Home  to 
diis  Ccmferenoe  an  honorable  colleague, 
vho  is  an  Australian  native,  and  a  man 
who,  as  Minister  of  Defence,  has  dcme 
more  in  his  time  to  endeavour  to  reform 
and  put  the  defem^  of  the  country  on  a 
satisfacttwy  basis  than  any  previous 
Minister. 

Mr.  Johnson. — Does  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter claim  that  the  Minister  of  Defence  re- 
presents all  ^des  of  the  House? 

Mr.  FISHER— Na 

Mr.  Johnson. — ^The  Ixmorable  member 
said  just  now  tihat  it  was  necessary  that 
any  one  sent  should  do  so. 

Mr.  FISHER.— If  the  Minister  of  De- 
faioe  does  not  represent  all  sides  of  the 
House,  he,  at  any  rate,  is  a  fit  representa- 
tive of  a  very  large  secti<m  of  the  House. 
Though,  from  appearances,  he  may  not  be 
r^arded  as  representing  all  honorable 
members,  I  venture  to  say  that  he  repre- 
sents the  largest  body  of  electors  of  Aus- 
tralia. The  honorable  member  for  Bal- 
larat said  that  there  were  large  questions  of 
finance  that  ought  to  be  discussed  by  this 
Parliament.  May  I  ask  whether  he  thinks 
that  he  and  his  party — those  new  allies  of 
his — possess  all  the  knowledge  of  finance 
in  this  House?  May  I  remind  him  that 
again  and  again,  years  ago,  I  suggested 
that  there  ought  to  be  a  discussion  on  the 
impOTtant  subject  of  the  finances.  What 
opportunity  was  given  for  such  a  discussion 
during  his  term  as  Prime  Minister? 

Mr.  Deakin. — My  Government  brought 
forward  two  elaborate  schmes. 

Mr.  FISHER.— But  what  opportunity 
for  discus»on  was  there,  except  on  the 
Address-in-Reply  ? 

Mr.  Deakin. — Nonsense!  There  were 
the  Budgets. 


Mr.  FISHER.— Years  ago  I  desired 
that  there  should  be  a  specific  motion  sub- 
mitted and  discussed. 

Mr.  Deakin. — ^And  so  there  were  on  our 
Budgets. 

Mr.  FISHER.— In  my  Gympie  speech 
I  outlined,  much  more  clearly,  I  think, 
than  any  other  Treasurer,  a  finance  scheme 
of  far-reaching  importance ;  and  I  ask 
whether  the  honorable  member  for  Bal  - 
larat  considers  it  beneath  his  dignity  to 
make  any  reference  to  that  scheme? 

Mr.  Deakin. — I  have  been  criticising  it 
for  weeks. 

Mr.  FISHER.— If  the  honorable  mem- 
ber refers  to  his  Sydney  speech,  which  I 
chatted  over  with  him  in  a  friendly  way, 
he  will  admit  that  it  ought  not  to  be  the 
basis  of  a  discussion  here. 

Mr.  Deakin. — Not  as  its  finance  was  re- 
ported. 

"  Mr.  FISHER.— I  can  only  go  bv  what 
is  reported ;  and  so  sure  was  I  that  the 
honorable  member  never  intentionally  nut 
the  matter  in  the  way  publislied  that  I 
declined  to  make  any  reference  to  the  sneerh 
on  the  platform. 

Mr.  Deakin. — I  afterwards  put  all  the 
financial  points  more  elaborately,  and  they 
were  properly  reported. 

Mr.  FISHER.— I  have  not  seen  the 
elaborated  statement  published.  The  fact 
remains  that  I  set  out  financial  proposals, 
which  may  be  good  or  bad,  just  as  thev 
are  viewed;  and,  at  any  rate,  they  emlxxlv 
a  financial  scheme  that  we  ought  to  he;.r 
something  about  in  the  near  future.  It 
was  with  the  greatest  reluctanfe  that  I 
took  what  I  regard  as  a  very  bold  step  in 
declaring  for  a  lesser  amount  to '  he  re- 
turned to  the  States  than  had  been  sug- 
gested by  any  previous  Minister.  I  did 
not  do  that  to  curry  favour  with  the  States  ; 
and  the  honorable  member  for  iMerndar 
who  takes  a  great  interest  in  this  matter, 
must  know  that,  had  that  been  mv  obiect 
for  political  purposes,  I  should  have 
offered  the  States  more.  I  felt  it  my  duty, 
however,  to  this  vounp^  party,  and  to  the 
Commonweakh  and  the  Parliament,  to  tell 
the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth, 
and,  therefore,  I  suggested  that  ^5,000,000, 
or  not  less  than  that  sum,  should  be  returned 
to  the  States  for  all  time,  with  ;^25o,oooto 
be  distributed  over  a  term  of  years  on  a 
sliding  scale  to  Western  Australia.  That  was 
the  amount  which,  so  far  as  I  could  see,  the 
Comm(Hiwealth  could  ^^ThiAAt  will 

be  noted,  is  lessD'^Kl1^  W^Slroposed 
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bv  any  previous  Minister,  and  yet  it  is  sug- 
gested that  the  offer  is  made  to  curry  pub- 
lic favour.  Had  that  been  the  aim,  we 
should  have  paltered  and  peddled  with 
tlie  finances  of  the  Commonwealth, 
as  other  Gova-nments  have  done.  This 
Govonment  took  c^Sce  in  a  vear 
when  the  whole  of  the  Commonwealth's 
one-fourth  of  the  re\-enue  had  been  appro 
priated ;  and  I  may  remind  honorable 
members  that  the  re\'enue  from  Customs 
and  Excise  and  the  Post  Office  has  failed 
to  reach  the  estimate. 

Mr.  Deakin. — I  pointed  that  out  on 
every  occasion. 

Mr.  FISHER. — I  am  not  complaining 
oa  that  score,  but  merely  desire  to  pf^t 
out  that  the  estimates  of  expenditure  must 
of  necessity  be  cut  down  to  meet  the  re- 
venue. Notwithstanding  all  the  difficul- 
ties that  had  to  be  contended  with,  we  have 
exercised  the  greatest  care  in  administra- 
tion, and  cut  down  the  services  in  every 
possible  way  consistent  with  reasonable  effi- 
ciency;  and  the  Government,  so  far  from 
st-rking  to  popularize  themselves,  have  ac- 
tually placed  their  supporters  at  a  disadvan- 
tage, for  the  sake  of  carrying  out  a  sound 
financial  policy  during  this  year.  We  have 
been  able  to  put  to  the  Trust  Fund  for 
tlie  payment  of  old-age  pensions  a  sum 
<'x<K«ling  the  estimate  by  j^90,ooo,  leaving 
nnw  in  that  fund  an  amount,  approximately, 
;^700,ooo.  I  think  the  total  sum  appro- 
priated  last  year  amounts  to  ;£i93,ooo  c^d  ; 
and  then  later  came  an  additi(m  of 
;^^5oo,ooo,  giving  a  reserve,  as  I  say,  of 
nt-arly  ;^70o,ooo. 

Mr.  Sinclair.— We  have  in  view  the 
public  works  in  regard  to  which  the  exp«i- 
<ltture  was  cut  down. 

Mr.  FISHER.— The  honorable  member 
for  Moreton  gi\'es  me  exactly  the  interjec- 
tion I  want,  though  he  seems  to  think  it 
contains  a  great  joke. 

Mr.  BowDEN.— The  Go\ernment  did  not 
sj^end  the  monev  tint  was  voted. 

Mr.  FISHER. — liy  rigid  and  necessary 
economies,  we  have  been  able  to  do  what 
we  said  we  would  flo,  namely,  find  money 
U)  pay  old-age  pensicms.  I  should  like 
to  know  frwn  the  hcmorable  member  for 
Ilallarat  whether  he  is  correctly  reported 
;is  saying  that  the  payment  of  old-age  pen- 
sions was  in  danger? 

Mr.  Deakin.— Yts. 

Mr.  FISHER.— Then  I  say  that  that 
remark  is  not  worthy  of  the  honorable 
iiK-mber. 


Mr.  Deakin. — What  I  ccmtended  was 
that  there  was  need  for  making  further 
provision  for  old-age  pensions;  and  that 
the  Fxime  Minister  adn^. 

Mr.  FISHER.— Yes.  The  honorable 
member  for  Ballarat  claims  that  his  Go- 
vernment was  the  author  and  finisher  of 
the  old-age  pension  scheme. 

Mr.  Deakin. — I  did  not  say  that  at 
all. 

Mr.  FISHER.— They  may  make  that 
claim,  and  have  all  the  honour  and  glcry 
of  the  scheme  if  they  like.  Honorable 
members  opposite  may  claim  as  much  glwy 
as  they  please ;  our  sole  claim  is  that  we 
performed  a  public  duty.  The  payment  of 
old-age  pensions  will  not  be  endangered  by 
our  remaining  in  office. 

Mr^  !Deak2N. — The  honcwable  member 
has  since  explained  his  proposition.  I 
p(Hnted  out  at  the  time  that  I  could  not 
understand  it.     He  knows  whv. 

Mr.  FISHER.— I  have  not  that  point  in 
mind  at  present.  The  questi(Hi  is  a 
very  important  one.  We  have  about 
;^^70o,ooo  to  the  credit  of  the  Trust  Fund 
to  provide  for  the  payment  of  oid-age  nen- 
sions.  During  the  year  we  have  accumu- 
lated, ^500,000  for  that  purpose,  and  suiely 
we  shall  be  able  during  the  first  year  in 
which  we  shall  be  called  upon  to  pay  old- 
age  pensions  to  set  apart  a  like  amount? 
The  first  year's  paymoits  may  not  exceed 
j^i, 500,000,  and  surely  we  should  bp  able 
by  our  taxation  proposals  to  ocdlect  another 
^^300,000  making  the  necessary  total 
available  for  this  purpose?  If  the  Com- 
monwealth coined  its  own  silver,  or  had  the 
work  carried  out  in  England  until  we  had  a 
mint  established  in  the  Federal  Capital,  we 
should  in  that  way  secure  a  profit  of 
;^ioo,ooo  per  annum.  Indeed,  I  venture 
to  say  that  in  the  first  year  of  the  new 
system  we  should  make  a  [»-ofit  of 
;^2oo,ooo,  since  the  people  would  demand 
a  very  considerable  amount  of  the  new  coin- 
age. Such  a  profit,  to  my  mind,  would  not 
be  extrawdinary.  Then,  agaui,  as  I  have 
pointed  out,  by  taking  over  the  paper  cur- 
raic\'  we  should  be  able  to  make  a  profit 
of  ;^ioo,ooc  per  annum  on  the  capital  that 
would  be  invested.  The  honorable  membtr 
for  Oxley  smiles.  Is  he  not  aware  that  the 
paper  currency  system  in  force  in  the  State 
of  which  he  is  a  representative  is  that  which 
we  propose  for  the  Commonwealth  ?  We 
find  that  those  who  ought  to  know  some- 
thing about  these  matters-,  know  iiKMhing 
about  them.    Daaiiti&eb^foni^iB^  nSemba 
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for  Ozley  object  to  a  Conummwealth  note 
issue  on  the  basis  of  the  Queoisland  State 
note  issue? 

Mr.  Edwards. — I  ha.ve  not  said  a  word. 

Mr.  FISHER.— The  State  note  issue  of 
QtMensUnd  was  inaugurated  in  1893,  and 
in  my  Gym[ue  speedi  I  outlined  in  detail 
oar  ptoposAl  in  r^ard  to  a  Commonwealdi 
currency..  As  I  showed  tlien,  sih-er  is 
maety  a  legal  tender  to  the  extent  of  £2, 
so  that  it  may  be  said  that,  like  paper,  it 
is  only  a  token.  The  note  issue,  backed 
by  f^d,  ought  to  be  in  the  hands  of  the 
Gxmnonwealth.  White  there  is  a  Govern- 
ment in  existence,  110  private  company 
should  be  allowed  to  issue  paper  payable 

00  demand.  Fot  sixteen  years  the  svstem 
that  we  propose  has  WOTked  satisfac&xily 
in  Queensland,  and  although  the  bankers  in 
the  State  Parliament  when  the  Act  was 
passed  in  1893  declared  that  its  e£Fect 
would  be  to  reduce  the  paper  currencv  in 
the  hands  of  the  people  of  that  State  

Mr.  Sinclair. — Sq  it  has. 

Mr.  FISHER.— Let  me  tell  the  honorable 
niember  that,  per  capita,  50  per  cent,  more 
paper  is  being  used  in  Queensland  than  in 
any  other  State.  Although  the  State  Par- 
liament set  aside  gold  reserves,  amounting 
to  IS  per  cent,  of  the  note  issue,  to  meet 
anv  sudden  demand  for  exchange,  in  no  in- 
Etame  has  the  demand  exceeded  12^  per 
veat.  I  am  assured  by  the  <^icer  in  diarge 
in  Queensland  that  12J  per  cent,  would 
cover  all  the  exchange  demands  made,  at 
any  time  in  Queensland.  That  fact  illus- 
trates the  absolute  ccmfidence  of  the  (people 
in  a  State  as  opposed  to  a  private  note  issue. 

Mr.  Glynn. — A  note  has  never  been  dis- 
hcuxxired  in  Australia. 

Mr.  Page. — Hundreds  of  them  have 
been  dishonoured. 

Mr.  FISHER.— I  would  refer  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Angas  to  an  Act  passed 
in  Queensland  providing  for  the  issue  of 
Treasury  notes  to  redeon  the  bank  notes 
of  a  private  company.  Would  the  hon- 
orable member  assert  that  those  private 
notes  were  not  dishonoured? 

Ur.  Glynn. — I  say  that  they  have  all 
been  paid  up. 

Mr.  FISHER.— Does  the  honorabJe 
member  as  a  lawyer  mean  to  say  that,  if  a 
bank  is  not  prepared  to  redeem  one  of  its 
notes  until  twenty  or  thirty  years  after  its 
issue,  that  note  is  not  to  all  intents  and 
purposes  disb<moured?  What  is  the  value 
of  a  note  if  k  be  not  payable  on  demand? 

1  could  have  brought  befwe  the  House, 
had  I  thought  it  necessary,  many  adver- 


tis^ents  by  business  men  offering  fifteen 
shillings'  worth  of  goods  for  every  £1 
note  issued  by  a  certain  banking  institu- 
tion. 

Mr.  Glynn. — The  pcant  is  that  the  pub- 
lic did  not  know  that  the  note  issue  was  a 
first  charge  on  the  assets  of  the  bank,  and 
that  there  was  ctmsequently  a  tempwary 
depredation. 

Mr.  FISHER.— We  have  made  an  im 
ptMlant  financial  proposal,  and  it  is  well 
that  its  chief  aim  should  be  understood. 
When  certain  banks  closed  their  doors  some 
years  ago  their  note  issue  in  many  instanrf^ 
depreciated. 

Mr.  Glynn. — But  there  was  no  question 
of  solvency.  The  notes  were  a  first  charge- 
on  the  assets  of  the  bank. 

Mr.  FISHER.— That  is  admitted,  and 
they  ought  to  be  a  first  charge  on  the  asset'i 
of  the  bank  issuing  them.  But  does  not 
the  honorable  member  admit  that,  although 
the  paper  currency  of  a  private  institution 
may  be  payable  on  demand,  and  is  a  first 
charge  on  the  assets,  including  the  uncalled 
capital,  of  a  bank,  it  depreciates  in  value 
with  the  closing  of  the  doors  of  that  in- 
■stitution?  At  the  time  of  the  financial 
crisis  wwking  men  who  were  paid  in 
notes  in  some  cases  could  obtain  only  fifteen 
shillings  in  the  £1  for  them. 

Mr.  Glynn. — Any  man  might  be  a  fo-^l 
for  a  week, 

Mr.  FISHER.— Will  the  honorable 
member  admit  that  in  Australia  a  numb«  r- 
of  banks  have  for  a  time  closed  their  doors, 
and  that  others  have  shut  down  altogether?" 

Mr.  Glynn. — I  know  what  I  am  talking 
about,  since  I  was  a  member  of  a  C(»nmis- 
sion  appointed  in  South  Australia  to  deaf 
with  the  whole  question.  Is  the  hwKti 
able  gentleman  aware  that  the  total  note 
issue  is  otiIv  about  3  per  cent,  of  the  cur- 
rency in  Australia  ? 

Mr.  FISHER.— That  being  so,  will  not 
the  honorable  member,  as  one  who  has 
studied  this  question,  admit  that  there  must 
be  greater  security  attaching  to  a  Com- 
monwealth note  issue  than  there  can  be  irr 
connexion  with  the  issue  of  notes  by  small 
proprietary  companies? 

Mr.  Glynn. — Not  as  the  statute  law  on 
note  issue  rests.  There  may  be  in  imagina- 
tion, but  not  in  reality. 

Mr.  FISHER.— I  beg  to  differ  from  tiu- 
honorable  member.  There  must  be  abso- 
lute safety  in  a  note  issue  that  is  redeem- 
able whenevCT  a  person  d^ires  to  exchaniif^* 
it  for  gold.     Tbe^zid  t9BfiolQ£)g4&ty  in 
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the  Goverament  control  of  all  currency. 
To  those  who  talk  about  making  paper 
money  I  have  nothing  to  say.  Their 
ignorance  protects  them.  They  know  no- 
thing about  the  matter,  and  it  is  useless, 
therefore,  to  discuss  it  with  them.  But 
in  ray  opinion  none  of  our  currency 
should  have  parsed  from  the  hands 
of  the  State.  The  subsidiary  autho- 
rities who  issue  our  currency  do  so 
only  by  leave  of  Parliament,  and  in'  that 
way  secure  opportunities  of  trading  and 
agisting  their  own  shareholders  without 
the  due  protectiwi  of  the  people.  I  have 
gone  into  this  question  at  some  length,  in 
order  that  our  position  in  regard  to  it  mav 
not  be  misrepresented  by  honest  men.  I 
hope  that  we  shall  in  future  hear  less  of 
gross  misrepresentations.  There  is  much 
m<we  that  I  should  like  to  say,  and  which 
it  might  be  advisable  to  put  before  the 
j)eopIe;  but  I  propose  to  close  mv 
remarks  with  a  reference  to  a  statement 
reported  to  have  been  made  by  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition  in  a  speech  (Slivered 
recently  by  him  in  the  Melbourne  Town 
Hal  I .  He  then  chal  lenged  our  party , 
declaring  that  the  members  of  it  we're 
bound  to  do  the  bidding  of  certain  outside 
organizations. 

Mr.  Crouch. — Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  FISHER.— Although  the  honoi- 
able  member  for  Corio  says  "  hear,  hear," 
the  honorable  member  for  Ballarat  diakes 
bis  head. 

Mr.  Deakin.— I  did  not  put  the  matter 
in  the  way  that  the  honorable  gentleman 
has  put  it.  What  I  say  is  that  small 
outside  cnnmittees  in  certain  instances 
exercise  a  patronage  that  gives  them  an  im- 
proper control  of  parliamentary  represen- 
tation. 

Mr.  FISHER.— I  have  no  fear  for  the 
honour  of  our  party,  or  of  its  individual 
members.  I  do  not  address  my  remarks 
to  those  to  whose  interest  it  is  to  misrepre- 
sent our  party;  I  am  speaking  rather  to 
the  great  htmest  public  outside,  who  desire 
to  know  the  facts. 

Mr.  AscHEK. — Is  it  not  a  fact  that  when 
a  Premier  of  Queensland  desired  to  enter 
into  a  coalition  with  the  Labour  Party  in 
the  State  Parliament,  the  Labour  Party 
there  had  to  forward  his  letter  to  the  local 
political  labour  organization— the  Trades 
Hall  Council — the  Junta,  or  whatever  it 
mav  be  ralleH  ? 

Mr.  FISHER.— No. 

Mr.  Hall. — That  is  like  most  of  the 
yarns  that  the  h(Hiorable  manber  tells. 


Mr.  Abcrbs. — ^The  letter  was  read  from 
the  platform. 

Mr.  FISHER. — I  caimot  say  what  has 
happened  in  that  regard  in  Queensland 
during  the  last  two  or  three  years;  but, 
after  all,  these  statements  are  really  piti- 
able, and,  it  seems,  are  likely  to  be  re- 
peated in  connexicxi  with  the  history  of 
this  Parliament.  I  attended  the  first  con- 
ference held  in  Queensland  to  draw  up  a 
Labour  platform.  That  was  in  1892. 
I  am  familiu  with  the  whole  of 
that  platfwm,  and  can  say  that  I 
have  never  been  asked  to  do  anything  that 
did  not  appear  on  the  platform  cm 
which  I  stood  before  my  constituents. 
I  go  further,  and  sav  to  you,  Mr.  Speaker, 
as  I  have  said  to  my  cwistituents,  that  any- 
one who  suggested  or  attempted  dictation 
would  receive  the  reply  that  he  had  no 
control  ovCT  my  acti<Mis. 

Mr.  Deakin^ — Bitter  ccxnplaints  to  the 
contrary  have  been  made  in  Victoria  time 
and  again. 

Mr.  FISHER.— The  statements  made  to 
the  contrary  are  not  true. 

Mr.  Deakin. — Perhaps  not  to  the  hon- 
orable member's  knowledge. 

Mr.  FISHER. — I  mean  regarding  the 
facts.  No  Labour  member  is  pledged  to 
do  anything,  or  can  be  called  upon  to  do 
anything,  that  he  has  not  advocated  ch*  sup- 
p(vted  when  standing  befwe  his  ocmstit- 
uents. 

Mr.  Deakin.— That  is  not  the  point  I 
made.  I  said  that  the  selection  of  candi- 
dates >was  controlled  by  small  bpdies — 
\'ery  small  bodies  in  some  constituencies 
— whose  proceedings  had  been  complained 
about  again  and  again.  Then  tl>ere  was 
the  caucus. 

Mr.  FISHER. — If  the  issue  is  now  nar- 
rowed down  to  whether  the  labour  organi- 
zations adopt  the  best  methods  of  selecting 
candid^es  or  not,  it  is  a  very  small  one 
indeed ;  but  bonoraUe  members  bdiind  the 
honor£^le  member  for  Ballarat  had  a  very 
different  idea.  The  idea  that  has  been  put 
forward  by  a  number  of  hcmorable  mem- 
Iwrs,  either  frcmi  ignoraiKe  or  malice 
against  their  opponents,  is  that  the  mem- 
bers of  this  partj  when  elected  are  coti- 
trolled  and  directed  from  session  to  session 
by  an  outside  organization.  That  is  a  wil- 
ful and  malicious  misstatement  of  facts.  It 
has  been  absolutely  and  repeatedly  denied. 
I  want  to  ask  my  honorable  friends  oppo- 
.site  why  it  is  that  anathemas  are  always 
hurled  at  this  party  ;^vihy  Aere  is 
always  an  allegado«teOf>yK»ild$^n!2defect 
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in  us;  why,  accusations  of  immorality, 
gwlitical  or  otherwise,  ace  invariably  cast  at 
us?  Is  it  because  we  have  stood  up  for 
those  people  who  need  champions  in  Parlia- 
ment? 

Mr.'AscHER. — Are  the  Labour. Party  the 
oolv  men  who  have  done  so? 

Mr.  I'ISHER.— May  I  remind  the  hon- 
orable member  that  twenty  years  ago — long 
hefore  he  came  to  Australia — his  political 
friends  said  to  us,  "  If  you  have  griev- 
ances, why  do  >ou  not  go  to  Parliament 
and  ronedy  them?"  We  came  to  Par- 
liament. We  have  come  in  such  numbers 
that  we  have  revolutionized  Parliament ; 
so  much  so,  that  to-day  we  find  every 
\ested  interest,  e\'ery  party  of  conser- 
vative thought,  gathering  into  one  group 
with  a  \'iew  to  meeting  the  advancing 
storm.  May  I  remind  tKHiorable  members — 
and  it  is  a  delightful  reminder  to  me — 
that  the  working  men  and  women  of  Aus- 
tralia desire  to  be  emancipated  from  their 
present  dire  struggle  for  subsistence  ? 
May  I  remind  them  of  the  anomalous  con- 
dition of  affairs  when  the  Port  Pirie 
unionists  asked  to  be  relieved  of  w(»k  cm 
one  day  in  the  week,  but  could  rat  get  the 
relief? 

Mr.  Crouch. — 12s.  6d.  a  week  is  the 
maximum  wags  the  honOTable  member's 
Oowniment  wer  to  a  working  man. 

Mr.  FISHER.— The  honorable  member 
has  a  mania  on  that  subject. 

Mr.  Roberts. — Take  no  notice  of  the 
honorable  member.  He  volunteered  to  go 
to  South  Africa  and  hid  himself  when  the 
selection  was  being  made. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. —While  interjections 
from  the  Opposition  are  very  undesirable, 
still  there  may  be  some  accuse  for  them; 
hut  I  can  see  no  excuse  fix  honorable 
members  sitting  behind  the  Prime  Minister 
supplementing  hu  speech. 

Mr.  FISHER. — May  I  remind  h<mOTable 
members  that  the  men  at  Port  Pirie 
wished  to  have  one  day  a  week  with  their 
families,  but  could  not  get  it  ?  We  were 
sent  to  this  Parliament  by  the  pet^le  to 
enable  us  at  least  to  do  justice  to  them. 
Surely  if  there  is  one  thing  we  can  agree 
aUnit  it  is  this.  People  have  sometimes 
sugf^ested  that  I  cast  a  reflection  t>n  the 
Hi£;h  Court  when  they  differed  from  the 
award  of  the  Judge  of  the  Arbitration 
Court,  but  I  did  nothing  of  the  kind.  The 
Judges  of  the  High  Court  are  carrying  out 
the  law,  and  I  cast  no  reflection  upon  them  ; 
but  if  the  law  is  against  progress  and 
humanity,  we  are  here  to  alter  the  law,  and 


I  made  reference  to  the  matter  so  that  we 
might  educate  the  public  mind,  and  get  ihe 
law  altered.  Siirely  hionor^le  members 
opposite  will  agree  with  me  that  this  Par- 
liament- ought  to  have  power  to  pass  a  law 
that  will  enable  the  workmen  to  have  one 
day  off  in  seven,  if  they  so  desire  it.  That 
has  been  denied  to  them.  They  are  com- 
pelled by  the  terms  of  their  engagement  to 
work  seven  days  a  week.  It  has  been  said 
that  the  work  could  not  be  so  arranged  that 
it  could  be  done  in  six  days,  but  I  am 
of  opinion  that  by  adding  one-seventh  to 
the  number  of  men  employed,  each  of  the 
men  could  get  a  Sunday,  or  at  least  one 
day,  off  a  week.  That  is  my  idea  of  arith- 
metic. I  trust  that  the  electors  of  Aus- 
tralia will  soon  have  an  opportunity  to  em- 
power this  Parliament  to  deal  with  indus- 
trial questions  in  that  broad,  general,  and 
equitable  way  which  would  be  justified 
from  a  hum,anitarian  point  of  view — from 
the  point  of  view  of  every  honest-minded 
man  who  desires  to  see  some  meed  of  jus- 
tice done  to  the  toilers  of  this  country. 

Mr.  Deakin. — Does  the  honorable  mem- 
ber mean  an  absolute  OKitrol  of  industrial 
legislation  ? 

Mr.  FISHER.— I  do  not  claim  that  ab-  ■ 
solute  c<mtrol  should  be  in  the  hands  of 
the  Federal  Parliament,  but  I  do  say  that 
this  Parliament  should  have  power  to  do 
justice  to  ev«'y  toiler  in  ihe  Ccxnmon- 
wealth. 

Mr.  Deakin. — Can  that  be,  without  ab- 
solute control  ? 

Mr.  FISHER.— I  think  so,  although  it 
may  not  be  desirable  to  undertake  all  the 
subsidiary  duties  of  protecting  the  health 
or  wages  or  labwr  conditicns  of  the 
workers.  It  is  strange  that,  in  the  first 
session  of  the  Federal  Parliamrat,  a  con- 
servative-minded man  like  Sir  William 
McMillan  stated  on  the  floor  of  this 
House,  as  recorded  in  Hansard — and,  I 
think,  the  honorable  m«nber  for  Laane- 
coorie  expressed  the  same  view — that  if 
they  had  known  at  «he  time  of  the  Qm- 
vention  what  the  powers  of  the  Federal 
Parliament  would  be,  they  would  have 
given  to  it  industrial  powers  also.  Four 
or  five  other  h<morable  members  supported 
that  view,  and,  indeed,  the  Parliament  at 
that  time  was  almost  unanimous  on  the 
matter.  Yet  now,  when  we  desire  to  give 
larger  industrial  powers  to  the  Common- 
wealth, certain  honorable  members  accuse 
us  of  trving  to  undermine  and  destrov  the 
powers  of  the  States,  and  going  in  for  uni- 
fication. We  are  doing  nothing  of  the  kind. 
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The  National  Parliament  ought  to  have 
power  to  {M-otect  the  worker  equally  with  the 
manufacturer.  Having  the  power  to  im- 
pose Cust«ns  and  Eircise  duties,  we  can 
protect  the  capitalist,  the  man  who  has 
plenty  of  money  to  protect  himself  and  his 
wife  and  family  for  a  year  without  woA- 
ing,  but  we  have  not  the  power  to  protect 
the  man  who  may  not  have  capital  enough 
to  keep  his  wife  and  family  for  one  week 
from  the  verge  of  starvation.  Are  we  to 
be  content  with  those  limited  powers  be- 
cause of  the  crv  of  unification  ?  This  party 
wilt  not  be  afraid  to  face  that  question. 
We  think  that  larger  industrial  powers  are 
necessary,  and  that  they  ought  to  be  direct. 
We  should  have  the  OHistitutional  power  to 
authorize  a  Judge,  after  investigating  the 
circumstances,  to  do  justice  to  the  toilers 
of  the  Cwnmonwealth.  Whatever  be  the 
result  of  the  motion  to  be  proposed,  this 
Government  will  cheerfully  accept  the  ver- 
dict, and  I  am  glad  to  have  the  concurrence 
of  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  in  the  view 
that,  as  Parliament  has  come  to  a  state 
of  imcotainty,  the  best  thing  possible  is 
for  us  to  consult  the  people  of  the  Com- 
rocnwealth  r^arding  the  legislaticHi  which 
'  is  to  take  place. 

Motion  (by  Mr.  Kelly)  proposed — 

That  the  debate  be  now  adjourned. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Mr.  Speaker  

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Under  the  Standing 
Orders  the  question  must  be  at  once  put, 
and  cannot  be  debated. 

Sir  WiLUAM  LvNE. — Is  this  the  closure  ? 

Question — That  the  debate  be  now  ad- 
journed— put.    The  House  divided. 
Ayes     ...  ...  ...  39 

•  Noes     ...         ..•         ...  30 


Majority 


Archer,  E.  W. 
AtkiDsOD,  L. 
Bowaea,  E.  K. 
Urown,  Tilley 
Cook,  Toseph 
Coon.  J. 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
Deakin,  A. 
Edwaids,  R. 
Ewing,  Sir  Thomas 
Kairoaira,  G. 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Foxton,  Colonel 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Glynn.  P.  McM. 
Groom,  L.  E. 
Harper,  R. 
HedRes,  W.  N. 
Irvine,  Hans 
Irrtne,  W.  H. 


Avis. 

Johnson.  W,  E. 
Kelly,  W.  H. 
Liddell,  F. 
Livingston,  J. 
•Maugcr,  S. 
McWilliams,  W.  J. 
Palmer,  A.  C. 
Quick,  Sir  John 
Keid,  G.  H. 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
SAmpson,  S. 
Sinclair,  H. 
Smith,  Bruce 
Thomson,  Joun 
Willift,  Henry 
Wilwn,  J.  G. 
Wynne,  A. 

Tellers: 
Cook,  Hume 
Wilki.  W.  H. 


Bamford,  F.  W. 
Batchelor,  E.  L. 
BrowD,  Thomas 
Carr,  E.  S. 
CatU,  J.  H. 
Chanter,  J.  U. 
Fisher,  A. " 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Fowler,  T.  U, 
Hall.  D.  R. 
Hughes,  W.  If. 
Hutchiso.1,  J. 
Lyne,  Sir  William 
Mabon,  H. 
Maloney,  W.  R.  N. 
MKthews,  J. 

Knox,  W. 


NOBS. 

McDonald,  C. 
McDougall,  }.  K. 
O'Malley,  King 
Page,  J. 
Poynton,  A. 
Roberts,  E.  A.  * 
S  pence,  W.  G. 
Storrer,  D. 
Thomas,  J. 
Tudor,  F.  G, 
Webster,  W. 
Wise.  O.  H. 

Tellers: 
Fraaer,  C.  E. 
Watkins,  D. 

]  Watson,  J.  C. 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  aflSrmative  ; 
debate  adjourned. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

POSmON   OF   THE  MINISTRY. 

Mr.  FISHER  (Wide  Bay— Treasurer> 
[4.15].— In  moving— 

That  this  House  do  now  adjourn, 
I  wish  to  say  that  I  regard  the  vote  which 
has  just  been  taken  as  one  of  want  of 
confidence  in  the  Government,  though  I 
cannot  think  that  by  it  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  B  al  larat  and  h  is  f ol  1  owers  d-^  ■ 
sired  to  present  other  honorable  members 
from  making  a  few  remarks  upon  the 
situation.  I  wish  to  point  out  to  him  that 
when  he  left  c^ce,  it  was  only  after  days 
of  ccmsiderati(»i  and  debate.  The  pro- 
cedure of  this  aftemocm  has  been  intro- 
duced into  this  Parliament  fot  the  first 
time,  so  that  the  circumstances  are  excep- 
tional. 

Sir  William  Lyne.- — What  has  been 
done  is  most  contemptible. 

Mr.  FISHER.— There  has  been  a 
change  of  front  on  the  part  of  some  honor- 
able members  which,  t(V'  my  knowledge, 
has  astounded  and  disgusted  many  of  the 
citizens  of  the  Cutnroonwealth.  Seemingly 
there  is  to  be  an  interregnum,  to  allow 
tracks  to  be  covered  up ;  but  it  was  iiKon- 
oeivable  to  me  that  what  has  been  done 
by  some  honc^Ue  members  could  have 
taken  place.  I  ask  that  the  debate  on 
motion  may  be  regarded  as  a  debate  on  a 
motion  of  want  of  confidence,  so  that  the 
representatives  of  the  people  may  have  an 
<^pQrttmity  to  make  public  their  views 
of  the  situation. 

Mr,  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber does  not,  I  presume,  wish  me  to  answer 
the  question  with  which/he  amduded  his 
remarks.  Digitized  by  VorOOg  Ic 
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Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume)  [4.17]-— 
Tbe  presoit  occaaon  is  unprecedented  in 
tbe  pc^tical  histOTy  of  Australia,  and 
almost  in  that  of  the  Engllish -speaking 
world.  If  I  speak  strongly  on  the 
rootiOTi,  it  is  because  an  opportunity  to 
speak  OQ  a  previous  motion  was  denied 
me  by  tbe  attitude  of  the  young  member  fcr 
Waitworth,  who  needs  a  little  more  sense. 
I  to  speak  as  calmly  as  it  is  possible 
about  what  I  r^ard  as  the  diabolical  pou- 
tion  in  wbidi  we  have  been  placed  bv  a 
leader. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber must  not  use  language  like  that. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.  —  I  apologize 
for  the  words.  Knowing  the  arrange- 
moits  under  which  support  was  given 
by  die  Labour  Party  to  the  late  Ad- 
ministratioa,  of  which  the  honorable 
member  Ballarat    was    leader,  I 

am  astounded  at  what  has  taken  place. 
My  political  life  has  been,  probably,  as 
bag  as  that  <rf  any  other  honwable  mem- 
hext  and  during  the  whole  of  it  I  have 
striven  to  be  consistent.  I  have  never  sxAd 
3  colleague,  and  I  have  never  sold  my  prin- 
<iples.  I  would  rather  cut  out  my  tongue, 
or  cut  off  my  hand,  or  lose  my  seat  fifty 
times,  and  keep  my  honour,  than  remain 
in  politics,  even  as  a  private  member,  at 
the  price  of  perscmal  dishonour.  I  have 
been  treated  as,  perhaps,  no  man  has  been 
treated  bv  a  colleague. 

Mr.  BowDEN.—The  Labour  Party  seems 
to  have  treated  the  honorable  member 
well. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE,— If  the  Labour 
Party  fights  me,  I  cannot  help  it ; 
I    am    not     going    to    renounce  my 

principles.  The  people  believe  in  men 
who  will  fight  for  their  principles, 
■even  though  the  support  of  those 
principles  may  cause  them  to  fall.  Last 
session,  I  was  the  humble  instrument  in  the 
passing  of  the  Tariff,  which  is  weaker  than 
r  intended  it  to  be.  The  members  of  the 
Oppositi<Hi  corner  party,  to  their  disgrace 
be  it  said,  spoilt  that  Tariff,  and  nearly 
every  one  of  them  would  lose  his  seat  in 
Parliament  did  he  not  creep  into  this 
little  den  for  protection.  But  some  of  them 
will  disappear  at  the  next  election,  as  will 
some  of  the  members  of  the  direct  Oppo- 
sititm.  I  was  able  to  pass  the  Tariff,  on 
the  promise,  given  as  an  honorable  man  to 
the  leader  of  the  Labour  Party,  that  I 
would  support  to  the  utmost  the  New  I'lo- 
<ection.  and  that  the  Tariff  should  not  be 
<xxnpleted  uatil  diat  was  passed.    I  have 


my  bmour  to  uphold,  and  no  one  shall  take 
it  from  me.  I  know  the  arrangements  be- 
tween the  leader  of  the  late  A<^inistration 

and  the  leadee  of  the  Labour  Party  and 
two  or  three  others,  and  I  know  that  they 
have  been  ruthlessly  broken.  The  sup- 
porters of  the  late  Govemraait,  being  in  a 
minority,  it  was  arranged  that  the  Labour 
Partv  should  stand  behind  them  to  enable 
certain  work  to  be  transacted  before  acticm 
was  taken  to  remove  it,  and  the  prcvnise 
was  given  that  we  would  then  go  out  of 
office  and  give  the  Labour  Party  our  sup- 
port so  long  as  its  proposals  were  reason- 
able- We  see  now  the  "reasonable  sup- 
port" that  the  honorable  member  for  Bal- 
larat and  his  followers  are  giving.  What 
has  been  d<xie  is  a  cowardlv  thing. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The 'honorable  mem- 
ber is  evidently  speaking  under  very  strong 
emotion,  but  even  that  will  not  perniit  roe  to 
ignore  any  breach  of  the  Standing  Orders. 
He  has  no  right  to  charge  anotlrer  honor- 
able member  with  having  done  what  is  a 
cowardly  thing,  and  I  a^  him  to  withdraw 
the  remark,  and  to  proceed  without  using 
such  strong  language. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  withdraw  the 
remark,  because  I  have  the  greatest  respect 
for  you,  sir,  and  so  has  the  House.    I  can- 
not have  respect  for  some  other  persons,  to 
whom     I   do  not  wish  to  speak  and 
with    whcan   I    do  not   wish   to  shake 
hands   again.      The   Tariff   would  not 
be  on  the  statute-book  to-day  had  it  not 
been  for  the  assistance  given  to  the  late 
Government  by  the  Labour  Party.  We  were 
fought  hj  the  Oppositicm  corner  party  in 
a  manner  which  I  had  better  not  describe, 
but  which  caused  me  to  say   to  its 
members  that  all  my  influence  would  be 
used    to    put    some    of    them    out  of 
Parliament.  I  shall  put  them  out,  especially 
the  hwiorable  member  for  Flinders,  if  I  can. 
The  country  owes  a  debt  of  gratitude  to 
some     honorable     members,      many  of 
whom   sank    their   principles  in  the  in- 
terests   of    the   country,    and  passed  a 
Tariff    which,    though    not  as  good  as 
it    should    be,  will     be    made  better, 
whether   there    be    a    ccmbination  of 
confusionists  or  not.    The  present  leader 
of  the  Opposition  has  assumed  some  funny 
phases  in  his  life.    I  may  say  that  no  man 
threw  his  heart  more  into  his  work  than  I 
did  in  helping  that  honorable  gentleman 
wlien  he  was  P rime  M inister,  especially 
when  he  was  absent  through  illness ;  and  yet 
how  has  be  treated  me?  Honor^le  members 
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know  how  I  fought  here  night  after  night, 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  right  honor- 
able member  for  Swan  deserted  the  Govern- 
ment when  Mr.  Deakin  was  sick. 
I  was  asked — I  shall  not  say  begged — • 
by  my  then  leader  to  give  up  a  position 
in  the  Government  that  I  greatly  desired, 
namely,  that  of  Minister  for  Trade  and 
Customs,  in  order  to  take  up  the  position 
which  had  been  occupied  by  the  right  hon- 
orable member  for  Swan.  I  took  that  posi- 
tion to  help  him,  and  I  worked  hard  in 
order,  it  appears,  to  be  treated  as  I  am 
being  treated  now. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  honorable 
member  never  gave  up  a  portfolio ! 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  abandoned 
the  portfolio  I  desired  to  keep  ;  and  on 
many  other  occasions  I  sank  mv  own  wishes 
in  order  to  meet  those  of  the  leader  whom  1 
trusted.  But  no  more  in  my  life,  even  if 
I  live  a  long  time !  I  call  on  the  protec- 
tionists of  the  country  to  owrwhelm  such 
a  man.  who  will  sell  them  in  the  future  as 
he  is  selling  them  now.  It  is  all  very  well 
to  sav  that  Beale  and  company  have  the 
T.rotectionist  band  behind  them  in  Sydney. 
I  shall  teach  them  a  lesson  before  I  am 
much  older  ! 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  hcmorable 
member  has  a  fine  opportunity  ! 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYKE.— I  have;  it  is 
the  best  I  ever  had  in  my  life.  I  am  un- 
trammelled, and  I  shall  never  belong  to 
Joe  Cook  or  his  partv.  When  our  party 
were  together,  at  the  time  of  the  Watson 
Administration,  and  we  were  strong,  great 
HitTerences  amongst  us  were  caused  by  the 
right  honorable  member  for  Swan  and  Mr. 
Octavius  Beale ;  and  the  leader  of  the  Op- 
position, Mr.  Deakin,  without  the  consent 
of  his  party,  reccHiunended  three  members 
of  our  party  to  join  the  right  honor- 
able member  for  East  Sydney.  I  fought 
that  proposal,  though  not  as  strenuously  or 
as  hostilely  as  I  am  going  to  fight  now. 
What  was  the  result?  All  these  three  men 
are  out  of  Parliament ;  and  I  hope  to  God 
a  great  manv  more  will  be.  For  this  the 
right  honorable  member  for  Swan  and  Mr. 
Beale  were  responsible,  through  the 
supineness  of  Mr.  Deakin;  and  a  similar 
thing  is  Iving  done  now  by  the  right  honor- 
able member  for  Swan,  Sir  Roliert  Best,  and 
Mr.  Beale.  What  has  a  man  in  public  life 
to  live  for  if  not  h<»iesty  of  purpose  and 
the  good  of  his  countrv?  As  for  the  honor- 
able member  for  Parkes,  though  his  views 
and  mine  do  not  coincide,  I  give  him  every 


credit  for  sticking  to  Kis  principles.  I 
would  rather  coalesce  with  such  a  man, 
knowing  what  to  expect,  than  with  things 
that  do  not  know  their  minds  or  what  to 
do.  I  have  known  the  honorable  member 
for  Parkes  a  great  many  years,  and  can, 
as  I  say,  admire  him  for  adhering  to  his 
views ;  and  1  do  not  like  silver-tongue<l 
traitors,  who  act  the  part  of  the  man  to 
whom  I  have  referred  and  whom  we  know 
of  old.  When  the  honorable  member  for 
South  Sydney,  Mr,  Watson,  a  man  we  all 
respect,  got  into  power,  who  put  him  out  ? 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — The  same  crowd. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.- -Yes;  though 
they  did  not  do  it  quite  as  they  have  acted 
now.  The  people  of  the  coimtry  will  not 
tolerate  such  unfair,  ungen&XHis,  disloval. 
and  untruthful  action  as  has  taken  place 
to-night. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Order. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Well,  perhaps 
the  last  adjective  was  out  or  order.  We 
shall  have  those  honorable  manbers  before 
the  country  before  long.  If  ever  I  fought 
in  my  life,  and  I  have  done  some  fighting 
-  -thank  God  I  have  health  and  strength — 
I  shall  fight  in  the  time  that  is  coming. 
Thi-;  is  no  occasion  for  mealy  words ;  it 
is  an  occasion  for  strong  men  with  strong 
principles  to  put,  not  only  in  the  cold 
shades  of  Opposition,  but  out  of  Parlia- 
metit  allogether,  men  whp  have  no  prin- 
ciples. We  wish  to.  have  an  Ixmest  Parlia- 
ment, and  not  a  mixed  medley  of  nobodies 
who  are  merely  clamouring  for  oflBce.  I 
am  hurt  beyond  measure  when  I  think  of 
the  treatment  that  has  been  meted  out  to 
a  party  that,  had  it  stood  firm,  had  the  key 
of  every  iwsition.  That  party  has  been 
scattered  to  the  winds  by  the  leader  whom 
I  once  thought  loyal.  I  am  not  going  to 
mince  matters  here,  but  will  tell  a  few  truths. 
Ever  since  we  have  been  in  re«ss,  and  after 
the  Prime  Minister  made  his  speech  at 
Gympie,  my  late  leader  has  been  hunting 
round  for  some  excuse  for  attacldng  the 
Government;  and  I  desired  to  Imow  on 
what  he  could  base  an  attack.  As  Trea- 
surer of  his  Government,  I  know  that  his 
proposal  was  to  build,  not  twenty-three 
torpedo  boats,  but  six,  and  yet  the  honor- 
able meml)er  for  Ballarat  finds  an  excuse 
for  attacking  the  Government  on  the  ground 
that  they  propose  to  build  twenty-three, 
and  also,  I  hope,  some  submarines. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  honorable 
member  must  not  tell  tale|n>ut^tiid:iool ! 
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Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— This  is  a  time 
unrivalled  in  histwy,  and  every  tale  should 
be  told-  Under  ordinary  circumstances,  I 
should  not  state  these  facts,  but,  within 
the  last  ten  days,  the  bwiorable  member 
for  Ballarat  has  deceived  me  to  an  extent 
I  never  was  deceived  in  my  life  beftwe, 
though  I  was  told  I  was  his  principal 
adviser,  and  believed  it.  That  is  the 
sort  of  thing  I  am  not  going  to 
stand.  I  am  not  a  putty  fool,  if 
other  people  are  of  that  substance,  and 
can  be  moulded  as  others  please.  I  abso- 
lutely disown,  and  never  wish  to  speak  to, 
a  man  who  has  behaved  as  the  honorable 
member  for  BalUrat  has  behaved  to  the 
people  of  the  country-  I  emphasize  the 
statement,  which  will  appear  in  Hansard, 
that,  within  the  last  week  or  ten  days,  I 
have  to  my  face  been  detiba'ately  misled. 

Mr.  Groou. — The  honorable  membei* 
may  

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  do  not  wish 
to  talk  to  littie  boys  like  the  honorable 
member.  I  do  wish,  however,  that  my 
dear  old  friend,  his  father,  had  been  here, 
because  he  would  have  had  nothing  to  do 
with  that  in  which  his  son  is  now  taking 
part. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — That  is  not  fair  ! 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— It  is  right ;  the 
hoiwable  member's  father  was  a  fine  old 
man,  whcnn  1  respected  and  loved.  I  care- 
fully read  the  speech  delivered  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Ballarat  at  the  Mel- 
bourne Town  Hall ;  and  in  it  I  could  find 
no  reason  whatever  for  the  action  he  has 
taken.  The  speech,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
really  supports  the  Ministry,  if  principles 
are  to  be  cMiadered ;  and  I  do  not  see 
why  we  should  be  called  upon  to  take  part 
in  such  action  as  that  suggested  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Ballarat,  if  the 
policy  of  which  we  approve  is  being  car- 
ried out.  There  is  no  reason  whatever  for 
the  defeat  of  this  Government,  as  there 
was  iK>  reason  for  the  defeat  of  the  Wat- 
son Government ;  indeed,  the  action  on  the 
present  occasion  is  ten  times  more  scanda- 
lous than  on  the  former.  I  know  that  in 
New  South  Wales,  at  any  rate,  the  present 
Prime  Minister,  during  his  visit  there, 
raised  himself  and  the  Labour  Party  fifty 
per  cent,  in  the, estimation  of  the  people, 
and  that  there  are  now  jcnning  the  Labour 
Party,  many  as  high  in  social  position  as 
■ome  I  see  sitting  in  the  Opposititm.  These 
men  are  joining  the  Labour  Party  because 
they  have  met  a  Prime  Minister  who  is 
fearles.s,  strong,  courageous,  and  truthful. 

[5l 


Mr.  Kellv. — The  Labour  Party  

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Will  the  hon- 
orable member  be  quiet?  I  hope  sec- 
tarianism will  not  keep  the  sectarian  mem- 
ber, Joe  Cook,  in. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Leave  me  aloie; 
I  cannot  stand  this  ! 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  cannot  let 
the  honorable  member  alone,  because  he 
is  the  bet£  noire  of  the  whole  of  Australia. 
I  do  not  altogether  agree  with  the  financial 
proposals  of  the  Government,  but  I  should 
like  to  know  how  far  the  late  leader  of  our 
party  is  £oing  to  turn  himself  inside  out 
over  those  proposals?  Is  he  gcnng  to  do 
as  be  does  in  other  matters?  I  am  pre- 
pared for  anything  from  him  now,  and. 
therefore,  I  shall  not  be  deceived ;  and  1 
am  quite  prepared  to  expect  anything  from 
two  or  three  honorable  members  who  are 
sitting  with  him,  and  who  have  "turned  dog" 
as  they  have.  It  is  all  very  well  for  honor- 
able members  opposite  to  smile,  but  I  see 
no  smiles  on  the  faces  of  those  whobelfMiged 
to  our  party.  Those  honorable  members 
are  in  the  cauldron  now,  and  boiling,  and 
will  very  soon  be  eaten,  and  placed  in  that 
oblivion  where  they  ought  to  have  been 
some  time  ago.  I  desire  that  there  should 
be  no  delay  in  regard  to  the  financial  pro- 
posals. It  has  been  suggested  in  a  smooth- 
tcKigued  sort  of  way  that  the  whole  mat- 
ter should  stand  over  for  five  years. 
But  it  shall  not  remain  in  abeyance  with 
my  consent  for  five  vears.  I  shall  fight 
hard  to  have  it  settled  immediately.  If  it 
had  been  finallv  dealt  with  seven  or  eight 
years  aoo,  we  should  have  avoided  the  pre- 
sent trouble.  The  Post  and  Telegraph 
Department  would  not  have  drifted  into  its 
present  positicm,  nor  would  the  States  have 
received  the  larj^  amounts  which,  in  my 
opinion,  ought  not  to  have  bera  re- 
turned to  them.  If  it  is  to  be  allowed  to 
remain  unsettled,  we  shall  have  a  continu- 
ance of  the  disasters  that  followed  the  ac- 
tion taken  again  and  again  against  my 
wishes.  I  am  prepared  to  map  out  my  own 
course,  and  have  no  hesitation  in  describ- 
ing as  cowardly,  a  Ministry  that  will  allow 
this  matter  to  stand  over  for  five  years. 
Their  idea  is  to  put  it  aside  in  order  to 
permit  of  the  fusion^  of  Darties  that  has 
taken  place,  and  which  must  end  in  con- 
fusion. Their  object  is  to  allow  it  to  stand 
over  until  after  the  elections.  That  is  a 
cowardly  position  to  take  up,  and  I  hope 
that  the  House  will  not  tolerate  it.  The 
majority  against  the  Government  <hi  the 
division  taken  a  few  minutes  ago  was,  ' 
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beiieve,  only  eight  j  and  I  think  that  that 
majoritv  will  be  reduced  before  long.  In 
the  circumstances,  if  those  in  opposition 
to  the  coalition  are  prepared  to  work,  as  I 
hope  and  believe  they  are,  we  ought  to  be 
stron^r  enough,  not  merely  to  stop  the 
coalition,  but  to  put  it  out.  ■ 

Mr.  Fisher. — It  is  not  yet  in  office. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— That  is  so;  but 
I  suppose  that  it  soon  will  be.  .  I  can  always 
light  an  open  enemy,  but  not  a  false  and 
treacherous  friend.  I  find  it  impossible  to 
light  a  man  who  has  been  undermining  me, 
without  my  knowledge,  while  he  has  been  in 
the  heart  of  my  confidence,  I  can  fight  a 
man  who  is  openly  opposed  to  me,  and  can 
respect  his  opinions ;  but,  I  repeat,  that  I 
can  never  fight  a  false  friend,  and  that  I 
never  c?m  and  never  will  forgive  one.  Some- 
times it  takes  a  long  time  to  find  out  a 
man,  and  the  longer  it  takes  the  stronger 
and  the  longer  one  should  fight  him  when 
one  does.  That  is  my  position.  I  regret 
it  very  muchj  but  I  feel  constrained  to 
speak  strongly.  I  care  nothing  for  the 
little  ^bes  and  laughter  of  those  who  have 
won.  They  have  won  over  the  death-bed 
of  our  party  and  its  principles ;  they  have 
vron  owing  to  the  presence  of  our  leading 
traitor,  and  other  traitors  in  our  camp. 

Mr.  Chanter. — It  is  only  a  temporary 
victory. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  acknowledge 
that.  I  am  confident  that  the  people  will 
stand  bv  those  who  have  stocKl  to  their 
gmis  and  their  principles.  They  did  so  in 
connexion  with  the  defeat  of  the  Ministry 
led  bv  the  honorable  member  for  South 
Sydney.  Tbey  rejected  the  men  who  on 
that  oocanm  played  the  part  of  trutors; 
but  another,  the  hwiorable  member  for 
Ballarat,  who  had  acted  with  them,  lurked 
behind  others,  and  did  not  meet  his 
deserts.  I  do  not  wish  to  go  into  any  minor 
matters  that  have  been  touched  on ;  but  I 
wish  to  refer  briefly  to  the  proposed  Go- 
vernment note  issue.  An  honorable  gentle- 
man who  has  joined  my  late  leader,  when 
Treasurer  in  a  former  Administration,  sent 
to  England,  without  the  knowledge  of  his 
colleagues,  a  copy  of  a  Natitmal  Banking 
Bill.  I  knew  nothing  of  the  Bill  until, 
throiigh  the  instrumentality  of  the  governor 
of  the  Bank  of  England,  I  saw  a  copy  of 
it.    When  I  saw  it  I  was  astounded. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — That  was  always 
done. 

Sir  WILLIAM-LYNE.— The  right  hon- 
orable member  ordered  the  copies  of  the 
Bill  to  be  burnt  when  I  toc^  over  the  office 


of  Treasurer;  but  I  was  careful  to  see  that 
thev  were  not  burnt.    I  have  them  now. 

Sir  John  Forrest.— I  rise  to  a  point  of 
order.  Is  the  honorable  member  for  Hume 
justified  in  making  a  statement  that  is  ab* 
solutetv  without  foundation?  I  did  not  do 
what  he  alleges. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— That  is  not  a  p^t 
of  order.  It  is  a  jaaXXer  which  the  right 
honorable  member  may  exi)lain,  if  he  de- 
sires, later  oa.  . 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYUE.— I  can  only  say 
that  I  beard  the  right  honorable  member, 
in  his  own  office,  give  an  instruction  that 
the  copies  in  the  office  should  be  burnt. 
As  soon  as  his  back  was  turned  I  told  the 
officers  to  keep  them.  i 

Sir  John  Forrest. — No  one  would  be- 
lieve the  honorable  member.  I 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— No  one  has  ! 
ever  found  me  out  in  a  lie. 

Mr.   TiLLEY    Brown. — The  honorable 
member  has  been  verv  lucky. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Had  I  been  in  . 
the  honorable  member's  company  I  should 
have  been  debased  long  ago. 

Mr.  TiLi£Y  Brown. — The  bown-able 
member  has  been  in  my  company  many  a 
time. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE— And  the  hon- 
orable member  has  sold  me  just  as  he  has 
sold  other  people.  I  refer  to  this  question 
of  a  Ccwamonwealth  note  issue,  because  I 
cannot  understand  why  an  hcHiorable  mem- 
bo:  should  object  to  the  Government  pro- 
posal, although  when  he  was  in  office  be 
was  in  favour  of,  and  produced,  a  Bank- 
ing Bill,  which  he  told  me  later  on  he  was 
going  to  submit  to  the  Parliament.  That 
Banldng  Bill  contained  a  great  deal  more 
than  is  proposed  by  the  present  Govern- 
ment. 

Sir  ToHN  Forrest. — I  have  not  said  a 
word  about  the  Banking  Bill  or  proposals 
of  the  Government  in  regard  to  it. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  present 
situation  recalls  to  mv  mind  a  little  stctfy 
concerning  a  very  old  friend  of  mine  in 
the  Parliament  of  New  South  Wales,  who, 
although  an  able  financier,  did  not  often 
make  a  fighting  speech.  On  one  occasion 
there  arose  in  the  State  Parliament  a  crisis 
which  I  do  not  mean  to  ccnnpare  with  that 
now  before  us,  since,  in  my  view,  this  is 
the  greatest  crisis  that  has  occurred  in  the 
ITOiitical  history  of  Australia.  In  con- 
nexiOT  with  the  crisis  to  which  I  refer,  my 
friend  made  a  very  able  financial  statement, 
and  was  followed  by  anotlier  old  friend  of 
mine,  Mr.  Tom  Qfi^'^ylfaduhtd^&illiant 
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q)eaker.  "Oh,"  said  he,  "my  dear  old 
frieod  Jim  has  made  an  eKetlent  financial 
stateinent,  but  this  is  a  time  for  blood  and 
hair."  And  he  made  it  a  time  of  "  blood 
and  hair."  We  are  gcong  to  do  the  samei 
The  late  leader  of  the  party  to  whidi  I  be- 
long  has  taken  the  Government  to  task  in 
lesped:  of  their  financial  prc^xtsals.  As 
Treasurer  in  his  Administration  I  know 
tiut  he  was  aware  of  the  condition  of  the 
Treasury,  and  of  what  I  was  going  to  do. 
He  knew  that  it  was  my  intention  for  the 
last  six  months  of  the  year  to  finance  the 
old-age  pensims.  He  knew  that  I  had  not 
the  necessary  funds,  and  that  that  was  the 
only  course  open  to  me.  Yet  he  now  attacks 
the  Treasurer  for  not  giving  full  particulars 
as  to  how  he  proposes  to  find  the  money  for 
that  scheme.  I  think  that  a  Prime  Minis- 
ter should  also  bold  the  office  of  Treasurer, 
and  that  in  such  circumstanGes  as  I  have 
disckised,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Treasurer 
to  direct  his  takers  to  curtail  expoiditure 
when  the  funds  at  his  disposal  are  limited, 
la  that  way  the  present  Treasurer  has  suc- 
ceeded in  placing  the  Treasury  and  the 
old-age  pensions  fund  in  a  much  better 
position  than  it  occupied  when  my  late 
leader  left  office. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown. — And  the  votes  of 
Failiamem  have  been  ignc»%d. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  am  not  deal- 
ing with  that  point.  My  contention  is 
that  we  should  be  prepared  to  give  credit 
wfane  credit  is  due.  The  Ixmorable  mem- 
ber for  Indi  is  opposed  to  a  land  tax ;  he 
objects  to  replenishing  the  Treasury  in  any 
way  except,  perhaps,  by  dragging  money 
from  those  who  receive  only  a  very  small 
pittance.  He  wishes  to  leave  free  ficm 
taxation  those  who  have  me:ins. 

Mr.  TiLLEV  Brown. — That  is  "too 
thin." 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— That  is  what 
the  honorable  member  desires  to  do.  I  am 
iDSt  as  strongly  opposed  as  is  any  one  to 
the  imporaticMi  of  taxation  for  the  mere  sake 
of  taxation ;  but  I  hold  that  there  should  be 
one  uniform  land  tax  applying  to  the  whole 
Commonwealth.  We  ought  not  to  have  a 
different  land  tax  in  each  State.  It  is  the 
duty  of  the  States  to  repeal  their  land 
taxatim  laws  in  favour  of  a  general  land 
tax  to  apply  to  the  whole  of  Australia. 
We  have  uniform  duties  of  Customs  and 
Excise,  and  why  should  we  not  have  a  imi- 
fonn  land  tax?  We  are  relieving  three  of 
the  States  of  a  large  payment  in  re- 
spetA  of  <dd-age  pennons,  and  that  bdz^ 
ao^  the  States  should  be  prepared  to  relieve 


the  people  of  a  State  land  tax.  If  that 
were  done  we  should  be  able  to  have  a 
general  land  tax -applying  throughout  the 
CommcHiwealth.  I  refer  to  this  matter  be- 
cause some  people  endeavour  to  make  it 
appear  that  the  sole  object  of  those  who 
propose  a  Federal  land  tax  is  to  impose  a 
heav^  class  tax.  I  cannot  speak  as  to  the 
position  in  Victoria,  but  1  know  that  in 
New  South  Wales  the  number  of  large 
estates  is  a  crying  disgrace.  The  honorable 
member  for  Parramatta,  who  is  now  a  col- 
league of  my  late  leader,  belonged  in  New 
South  Wales  to  a  party  that  has  kept  back 
that  State  for  twenty  years.  Drastic  action 
ought  to  be  taken  to  make  available  for 
settlement  large  areas  suitable  for  wheat- 
growing  and  like  purposes.  Those  areas 
should  be  made  available  f<H-  immigrants 
and  others,  and  ought  not  to  be  locked  up 
as  the  honorable  member  has  helped  to  have 
thm  locked  up. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — When  we  proposed 
in  the  State  Parliament  the  impositim  of  a 
land  tax  of  one  penny  in  ttw  the 
honcH-able  member  was  one  of  its  bitterest 
oppwients. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— That  tax  did 
no  good,  so  far  as  the  divi$i<xi  of  large 
estates  is  concerned.  I  h<^  that  the  honor- 
able member  for  West  Sydney  will  pre- 
sently tell  the  House  of  the  topsy-turvy- 
dom  of  the  hcxiorable  membev  for  Parra- 
matta. He  has  already  published  such  a 
statement  in  the  Sydney  Morning  Herald, 
and  no  on?  has  such  a  record  of  a  revolu- 
tionary speech  as  has  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Parramatta.  Let  me  say  at  this 
stage  that  I  was  one  of  those  who  did  not 
shirk  the  responsibility  of  sending  troops 
to  South  Africa.  I  was  prepared  to  place 
the  responsibility  on  the  shoulders  of  my 
Ministry,  and  we  sent  more  men  to  South 
Africa  as  a  token  of  our  loyalty  to  the 
Thrwie  than  did  any  other  State,  or,  I 
think,  all  the  States  combined. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Bbown. — And  yet  the  hon- 
orable mwnber  is  not  in  favour  of  present- 
ing the  British  Government  with  a  Dread- 
nought. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.~I  do  not  wish 
to  give  them  a  piece  of  old  iron.  I  desire 
to  do  something  more  practical.  There 
are  men,  from  whose  speeches  I  could 
quote  extracts,  who  opposed  what  I  then 
did,  and  who  afterwards  ttuiied  round,  and 
haw  become,  for  party  purposes,  the 
greatest  loyalists  that  can  possibly  be 
imagined.  The  honorabi?^  /-{P^Pl4^ 
Parramatta  made^ia'''^^^i^Wd^\houId 
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be  ashamed   of,   and   that   was  quoted  ■ 
by    the'    honorable    member    for  West 
Sydney.     It   was  one  that    I   did  not 
know  anything  about,   and   I    was  sur- 
prised at  it.    I  did  think  the  honorable 
membw  wis  a  little  bit  loyal,  and  not  a 
tumturtle  all  the  time.    But  the  hcmorable 
member  has  been  a  Socialist  and  an  anti- 
Socialist,  a  revolutionary  and  a  loyalist,  a 
protectionist  and  an  anti-motectionist.  '  He 
has  been  everything,  and'  has  boxed  the 
compass.    Now,  if  he  could  be  trusted, 
he   thinks    he   has    turned    round  and 
become    a    protectiwiist    again,    but  I 
ne\'er    trust    men    who   have    led  such 
a   political   life  as  the  honorable  mem- 
ber has  done.     If  he,   and  others  with 
him,  get  hold  of  the  Treasur.-  bench,  God 
help  our  Tariff  if  thev  find  an  opportunity 
to  destroy  it;  but  I  do  not  think  they  will, 
because  I  believe  the  public  would  guillo- 
tine the  honorable  member  before  thev  al- 
lowed him  to  do  it.    I  admired  the  honor- 
ftble  member  for  Ballarat  v/hen  he  stood  up 
in  this  House  and  told  h<niOTable  members 
sitting  on  tlie  Opposition  side  to  stay  where 
they  were — when  he  said  to  the  Oppo- 
sition comer,  who  proposed  to  shelter  them- 
selves behind  us,  "  Stop  where  you  are." 
That  is  where  they  ouglit  to  stop  now. 
What  did  he  call  the  whole  of  the  Oppcwi- 
tion  but  the  wreckage  of  all  parties  with- 
out  any  policy  ?     He   has    become  the 
wrecker,  and  has  been  enveloped  in  the 
wreckage.   He  has  no  policy.    He  has  gone 
to  damnation  and  perdition  with  those  to 
whom  he  referred.    /That  is  one  of  the 
things  that  makes  my  heart  bleed.  Hon- 
orable monbers  know  tliat  I  am  speak- 
ing what  I   feel,  and  that  I   feel  very 
strongly,    because    it    is    a    wrench  to 
sever  so  Iwig  a  political  partnership  and 
association.    I  feel  it  very  keenly.    I  have 
had  many  rebuffs  during  that  time,  and 
have  swallowed  them  all,  yet  a  man  who  is 
a  man,  and  not  a  mouse  or  a  thing,  must 
feel  it  keenly  when  he  has  to  sever  his 
association  with,  not  only  one  or  two,  but 
.1  good  many  others  with  whwn  he  had 
thrown  in  his  lot,  and  to  whom  he  has  tried 
to  be,  and  has  been,  loyal,  only  to  meet 
with  the  disloyalty  that  I  have  met  with. 
Disloyal  men,  whoever  they  are,  must  ex- 
pect to  receive  the   contempt   which  the 
public  will  always  ha\-e  for  them. 

Mr.  HUGHES  (West  Sydney— Attor- 
ney-Geheral)  [4-59]. — "  When  we  find  men 
voting  against  proposals,  the  principles  of 
which  they  say  ihey  ai^>n>ve,  rather  than 
allow  opponents  to  get  than  on  the  statute- 


book,  I  think  we  have  yet  to  learn  what 
public    spirit   is."     Those   are  remarks 
uttered  in  a  prophetic  spirit  by  the  honor- 
able member  for  Ballarat  on  31st  October, 
1906,  and  it  is  upon  this  very  suitable  basis 
that  we  may  proceed  briefly  to  ccmsider  the 
extraordinary  situatim  in  which  we  find 
ourselves  to-day.    The  honorable  member 
must  excuse   me    if    I    pay  him  more 
attention   than  others,   because   he  can* 
not  deny  that  on  this  occasion  he  de- 
serves it.     The  honorable  member  has 
always,  in  this  State,  and  throughout  the 
CcxnnxHiwealth,  enjoyed  a  reputation  for 
politeness,  generosity,  gentlemanliness  of 
demeanour,  and  fair  play,  which,  I  regret 
to  say,  an  examination  of  his  career  will 
hardly    justify.     While   one  under  the 
glamour  of  his  affability  was  very  willing  ! 
to  forget  many  things,  he  has  so  timed  his  ' 
actions  that  we  were  barely  able  to  forget 
the  one  before   be   managed   to  perpe-  i 
trate   a   fresh   enormity    which    recalled  ! 
them  all.    I  may  be  permhled  to  con-  i 
gratulate  some  honorable  members  whom  | 
I  see  opposite,  and  who  find  themselves  to- 
day where  they  always  were.    Those  nwn  I 
have  always  opposed  the  Labour  Party,  and  ! 
have  every  right  to  do  everything  thev  can 
to  put  the  Labour  Partv  out  of  olEce.  To 
them,  who  are  personal  friends  of  muie,  I 
can  only  say  that  I  congratulate  them  now 
that  they  are  one  step  nearer  office  than 
they  were   before*  because   in   taking  it 
I  do  not  think  thev  have  sacrificed  any 
political  principle.   A  political  opponent  is 
a  man  whom  we  verv  often  regard,  and 
rightly  so,  as  a  personal  friend.   But  there 
are  some  political  friends  for  whom  I  re- 
gret that  the  most  copious  language  in  the 
world  does  not  permit  us  to  select  a  fitting 
epithet.    In  the  career  of  the  honorable  and 
learned  leader  of  the  Opposition,  since  he 
entered  this  House,  has  there  been  an  hour 
that  he  has  enjoyed  office  and  power  save  by 
the  grace  and  help  and  aid  of  our  party  ? 
Has  he  achieved  anything  in  this  country 
since  Federation  was  establidied  but  by  the 
help  of  this  party  ?    Is  there  one  solitary  j 
law  of  importance  that  has  been  placed 
upon  the  statute-boc^  by  him  save  by  our  | 
aid?   Is  there  anything,  in  short,  for  which 
he  takes  credit  which  is  not  due  to  the 
support  of  the  Labour  Party  ?    For  years, 
both  while  he  was  second  in  command,  and 
since  he  has  becT  Prime  Minister  in  various 
Administrations,  the  Labour  Party  has  ex- 
tended to  him  a  support  loyal  and  generous 
beyond  the  power  and  reaeh  of  qritidsm. 
What,  then,  isr  tIfi»itieitOrkd£^fi}gligr's  re- 
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cwd  with  i^ard  to  ourselves?  A  little 
while  ago,  tt»  honorable  member  for  Wari- 
bymong,  in  criticising  the  programme  of 
the  Fisher  Government,  declared  it  to  be 
substantially  that  of  the  Liberal  Party 
with  a  few  extras.  The  progiamme 
DOW  of  the  Fisher  Government  is, 
at  the  honarable  member  for  Ballarat  well 
Jmows,  in  substance  that  which  the  Labour 
Party  has  always  put  forward.  It  is  a  part 
of  its  platform,  whidi  I  say  most  em- 
phatically he  has  been  content  to  carry 
out  and  to  place  upon  the  statute-book. 
If  there  is  any  law  that  has  been  passed 
since  this  Parliament  was  established  to 
which  the  Labour  Party  has  not  given  a 
cordial  assent,  and  that  he  is  proud  of,  let 
him  state  it.  Has  there  been  a  difficulty 
in  which  he  has  been  placed  frcKu  which  we 
have  not  extricated  him?  Has  there  been 
an  occasion  whoi  he  was  in  difficulties  that 
he  could  find  any  other  party  to  support 
him?  That  policy  of  the  Labour  Party, 
which  one  of  his  lieutenants  declares — and 
he  cannot  deny  it — is,  or  was,  the  policy 
of  the  Liberal  Party,  is  the  policy  of  the 
Pisher  Government  now.  Yet  a  policy 
which  he  was  content  to  support  cheer- 
fully for  the  nine  years  we  have  kept  him 
in  office  he  now  declares  himself  unable 
to  consider  any  longer.  We  now  find  him 
Tuidertaking  to  carry  out  what  be  tenns  a 
nati<»ial  policy,  and  I  look  around  to  see 
the  (^tlemen  who  are  associated  with 
Jum  in  that  great  work.  I  see  among 
them  the  men  whom  he  has  always  un- 
sparingly denounced.  A  national  policy — 
and  Mr.  Irvine!  A  naticmal  policy — and 
Mr.  Fairbairn  I  A  naticmal  policy,  and 
every  reacticmary  in  the  Commonwealth  is 
massed  behind  it.  There  is  not  a  vested 
interest  in  this  country  now  that  does  not 
acclaim  him  as  their  champion.  He  stands 
to-day  imder  the  bannn  of  the  Employers' 
Federation,  under  the  banner  of  every 
vested  interest,  of  every  powerful  monopoly. 
What  a  career  his  has  been !  In  his 
hands,  at  various  times,  have  rested  the 
banners  of  every  party  in  this  country. 
He  has  proclaimed  them  all,  he  has  held 
them  all,  he  has  betrayed  them  all. 
Let  me  ask  what  has  he  done  for  us? 
What  has  he  done  foe  the  right  honorable 
nember  for  East  Sjrdney?  It  was  my 
fortune  to  be  associated  with  the  right 
honorable  member  as  a  member  of  the 
New  South  Wales  I<abour  Party  in  the 
State  Parliament  for  five  years.  We 
have  often  said  things  of  each  other  which 
might  pertiaps  with  advantage  have  been 


left  tmsaid,  but  this  I  will  say,  that 
that  r'ght  h(Kiorable  member  never  gave 
us  his  word  that  he  did  not  faithfully  carry 
it  out.  Whenev^  he  made  a  pledge  to  us, 
it  was  canied  out  to  the  letter  and  in  the 
spirit,  whether  it  extended  to  a  small  thing 
or  encompassed  a  large  one.  We  have  dif- 
fered, and  we  are  now  in  separate  camps. 
But  he  has  never  pretended  since  we  broke 
with  him,  or  he  with  us,  to  regard  us  aJter- 
nately  with  that  fawning  affection,  or  that 
intolerant  antipathy,  that  the  hcajorable 
member  for  Ballarat,  at  different  inter- 
vals, has  displayed.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Ballarat  has  thought  fit  to  criticise 
the  policy  of  this  Government,  He  has 
done  so  m  a  way  of  which,  since  he  never 
was  at  a  loss  fcff  words,  it  can  only  be 
said  that  there  are  no  wwds  ev«i  at  his 
command,  to  explain  his  position  and  atti- 
tude. It  is  a  thing  beycmd  words.  It  is  very 
fitting  that  a  party  which  met  in  comers 
and  hatched  in  darkness  this  monstrous 
combinaticHi,  and  which  announced  its 
existence  to  the  world  in  a  Town  Hall, 
to  which  admissitxi  was  by  ticket,  should 
treat  with  contemptuous  silence  the  Govern- 
ment policy — a  policy  whidi  they  cannot 
criticise,  and  dare  not  denounce.  This 
policy  is  substantially  that  of  the  honor- 
able member  himself,  save  that  behind 
it  this  time  are  men  desperately  in 
earnest.  And  die  honorable  member  has 
capped  his  action  by  the  application  of 
the  gag  at  the  instance  of  his  newest  col- 
league. His  new  policy,  hatdied  and 
fathered  by  the  new  Joshua,  who  does 
not  bid  the  sun  stand  still,  but  gathers 
into  one  camp  the  hostile  factions  that 
ffx  years  have  been  at  each  other's 
throats,  the  honorable  member  for  Bal- 
larat wilt  find  indeed  a  boomerang 
that  will  hit  him  when  he  least  expects 
it.  He  sits  there  now  and  his  new  col- 
leagues with  him.  There  are  no  open 
signs  of  dissension  in  that  camp  yet. 
The  spoils  have  not  yet  been  allotted. 
There  is  an  air  of  hopeful  exptoancy  about 
these  gentlemen.  They  conceive  that  the 
eternal  laws  of  mathematics,  which  have 
governed  numbers  since  the  world  began, 
can  be  set  aside,  and  that  ei^ht  portfolios 
will  go  into  forty-three  in  the  way  that 
each  desires.  Their  fcxid  hopes  are,  in 
the  majority  of  cases,  not  destined  to  be 
realized.  But  what  power  has  dragged 
these  various  factions  into  one  camp  ?  The 
hoiKvable  member  for  Ballarat,  in  the 
speech  which  he  deliverediJLthe^iwn  Hall 
on  Tuesday  night,  put  fotwanelfe  "na- 
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tional  "  programme.  I  have  perused  that 
programme,  and  compared  it  with  the  Go- 
vernor-General's speech,  and  I  find  that, 
although  he  has  referred  to  the  list  of 
measures  in  that  speech  as  too  long, 
a>vering  legislation  which  is  beyond  the 
power  of  this  Parliament,  there  are  only 
two  measures  which  were  not  in  the 
programme  nhich  the  late  Govermnent 
set  on  the  business-paper.  It  is  pf^rfectly 
clear,  then,  that  no  measure  has  been  put 
forward  Jby  this  Government  which  is  not 
a  proper  <xie  for  discussion  at  this  stage, 
more  particularly  since,  if  we  are  to  be- 
lieve these  honorable  gentlemen,  events 
which  have  recently  transpired  render  it  a 
matter  of  vital  urgency  that  the  defence  of 
Australia  should  at  once  be  put  on  a  pro- 
per basis.  In  the  report  of  the  honorable 
member's  speedi,  I  find  those  delightful  re- 
ferences to  "  national  and  ever-pressing  " 
matters  which  have  distingui^ed  his  pro- 
grammes from  the  beginning.  He  begins 
with  a  "  national "  programme,  and  he 
thinks  "nationally."  Hfe  speaks  of 
"national  character  and  trade,"  "sound 
protection,"  the  "  new  protecti<»i, "  "  White 
Australia  and  Immigratitxi. "  And  in  sup- 
port  of  White  Australia  and  Immigratic«i, 
and  the  new  protection,  he  has  summoned 
to  his  aid  the  life-long  enemies  of  that 
policy.  These  men  now  sit  With  those 
who  all  through  their  lives  have  fiercely 
denounced  them  as  the  foes  of  what 
they  regarded  as  Liberal  principles.  He 
has  still  behind  him  the  honorable 
member  for  Maribymong,  whose  boast 
has  been  that  be  is  as  good  as  a 
Labour  man.  The  honorable  and  learned 
member  foe  Ballarat  now  finds  nothing  to 
say  against  the  programme  of  the  Labour 
Party,  not  even  that  it  is  visionary  or  im- 
possible,  except  that  it  is  too  long ;  but  he 
says  that  there  must  be  no  caucus  domina- 
tion. What  malignant  power  has  dragged 
into  association  such  men  as  the  honorable 
members  for  Maribyrnong  and  Bourke,  and 
those  whom  they  declared  to  be  the  friends 
of  ft  black  Australia?  Is  there  an  epithet 
which  they  have  not  hurled  against  those 
with  whom  they  now  sit  cheek  by  jowl? 
Have  they  not  denounced  them  times  with- 
out number  as  the  enemies  of  both  the 
old  protecticm  and  the  new  ?  Was  there  ever 
such  an  immoral  alliance  as  the  present? 
l£t  me  follow  the  historv  of  its  leader  for 
a  few  moments.  In  doing  so,  I  find  my- 
self embarrassed  by  the  wealth  of  material, 
when  I  dig  for  instances  of  inoonMstency 

Mr.  Hughes. 


on  his  part.  I  shall  not  go  back  into  the 
history  of  his  ctmnexion  with  State  politics ; 
it  will  be  sufficient  to  deal  with  his  actions 
in  this  Parliament.  Let  us  take  his  oon- 
duct  towards  the  Watson  Government.  He, 
in  a  most  public  fashion,  pledged  himself 
to  supped  that  Administration.  He  shodc 
me  warmly  1:^  tiie  hand,  at  the  comer  of 
Collins  and  Spring  streets — another  kissed 
the  man  he  was  about  to  betray — ^and  he  as- 
sured me  that  he  would  extend  to  the 
Watson  Government  that  support  which  it 
deserved,  and  which  it  had  given  him.  Yet 
a  little  later,  as  he  himself  has  declared — 
I  heard  him  with  my  own  ears  in  thi» 
Chamber — he  drafted  the  amendment  moved 
by  Mr.  McCay,  which  t»ought  about  the- 
downfall  of  that  Ministry. 

Mr.  Deakin. — No;  Mr.  McCay  was  the 
author  of  that  amendment. 

Mr.  HUGHES.~The  honorable  and 
learned  member  has  stated  that  he  did  not 
know  that  the  amendment  was  vital  to  the 
existence  of  the  Watson  Administration 
but  the  right  hwiorable  member  for  East 
Sydney,  when,  last  session,  he  referred  to^ 
the  statement  that  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  had  been  trapped  into  voting  for  itr 
said — 

The  hoDOiable  gentlemaD  spoke  before  he 
gave  his  vote,  and  after  the  stfttemenU  I  hare 
quoted  were  made ;  and  it  it  not  within  the  teool- 
lection  of  every  member  of  the  House  that,  for 
days  prior,  it  was  known  that  the  fate  of  the 
Govemment  would  depend  upon  the  vote  re- 
corded? Days  after  the  then  Prime  Minister 
bad  stated  is  the  public  press  that  he  proposed 
to  ask  the  House  to  go  into  Committee,  and 
that  if  the  House  refused  to  remove  the  provi- 
sion of  the  Bill  to  which  be  objected,  he  would 
make  it  a  vital  question.  It  was  known  all  over 
the  Metropolis,  and  all  over  Anatralia,  that  » 
fight  for  the  life  of  the  Ministry  was  going  km 
that  night;  and  the  present  Prime  Minister  said 
then— 

*'  We  are  not  responsible  for  the  fact  that  the 
Govemmeat  choose  to  make  it  a  vital  question." 
That  is  the  gentleman  who  accused  me  last 
night,  in  the  face  of  the  House  and  the  country, 
of  entrapping  him  into  a  vote  wbidi  he  thought 
would  not  displace  the  Ministry,  into  a  vote 
which  he  thought  the  then  Government  would 
not  take  as  vital.  Here  it  that  extraordinarily 
reckless  Prime  Minister  

Sir  William  Lvne. — Oh  ! 

Mr.  REIO. — Common  manliness  ou(;ht  to  show 
the  Prime  Minister  that  it  is  not  right  to  accuse 
others  of  entrapping  him  when  his  own  words 
show  the  precise  position  of  affairs.  Surely  the 
malignity  of  political  differences  does  not  go 
so  far  as  that.  "We  are  not  responsible" — 
who  were  "We?"  My  affectionate  political  wife, 
Mr-'  DeakEn,  and  myself. 

Mr.  Dkaein.— I  never  was  a  wife  of  the  right 
honorable  member. 

Mr.  REID.— The  Prime  Mlfiiit«fi«r»!politica> 
mormon.    Even  the^M^r  abengInO  %o  whook 
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be  lefemd,  has  no  predilection  for  th»t  pro- 
miscuous political  intercDune  which  the  Prime 
Minister  enjoys. 

Upon  what  principle  are  honorable  mem- 
has  op[x>site  united  ?  Whv  do  they  claim 
to  reoresent  the  opinions  oi  a  majority  of 
the  electors  ?  At  the  last  election  the  hon- 
orable and  learned  member  for  Bat  larat 
and  the  right  honorable  member  for  East 
Sydney  were  leading  hostile  .parties.  The 
haxwable  and  learned  member  for  Ballarat 
declared  the  right  honorable  member  for 
East  Sydxiey  to  be  the  enemy  of  reform, 
and  said  that  it  was  he  whom  he  was  fight- 
inc.  and  no  other.  In  regard  to  the  state- 
ment of  the  honorable  and  learned  mem- 
ber that  he  could  not  suppCHt  the  Labour 
Party  because  of  its  political  machine,  the 
ngfat  honorable  member  for  East  Sydney, 
on  the  occasion  to  which  I  have  just  re- 
ferred, said — 

What  has  been  bis  alliance  for  the  past  three 
yemn  but  one  with  what  he  then  described  a» 
a  political  machine?  Eves  a  black  fellow  would 
Dot  marry  a  machine.  The  Prime  Minister  on 
that  occasion  also  said — 

"  I  do  not  wish  to  fight  machine  with  madiine, 
tnt  to  fight  machine  politics  with  the  full  free- 
dom and  independence  of  a  representative  of  the 
people." 

The  Prime  Minister  must  allow  me  to  point  out 
that  whilst  the  Labor  Party  were  lupporting  bim 
from  1901  to  1904  there  was  a  wealth  of  de- 
li^ttful  amiability  and  affection  displayed  by 
hui  in  his  intercourse  with  the  members  of  that 
party. 

The  heads  of  the  Reid- McLean  Ministry 
were,  we  were  told,  equal  in  all  things,  and 
they  suffered  equa  1 1  y  f rem  the  pira t  ical 
sword  of  the  honorable  and  learned 
maober  for  Ballarat.  It  was  his  hand 
that  slew  them,  and  he  then  came 
again  into  power.  Honorable  members 
will  notice  that  he  always  comes  into 
power  a  f  ter  he  has  been  entrapped 
into  doing  things  of  whose  effect  he  had 
not  the  faintest  notion.  He  frames  an 
amendment,  ijjnorant  of  the  purjrase  for 
which  it  is  to  be  used.  He  does  so,  good 
easy  soul,  to  assist  another  o\er  a  difficulty 
in  phraseology  ;  but  afterwards  he  invari- 
ihly  cwnes  into  office.  He  put  the  Reid- 
McLean  Government  out  of  power  and 
formed  an  Administration  of  his  own. 
But  in  March,  of  last  year,  something  hap- 
pened. What  that  was  is  worthy  of  note, 
because,  although  he  declares  that  he  has 
never  had  any  particular  quarrel  with  the 
poKcy  of  the  Labour  Party,  he  has  always 
objected  to  our  methods.  I  shall  show 
nifflustakably  that,  while  he  may  have  re- 
garded our  policy  as  a  little  idealistic,  he 
*aa  prepared  to  swallow  it.  And  as  to 
^madiine,  the  infernal  machine,  to  which 


he  takes  exoeptkxi,  he  was  prepared  to 
swallow  that,  toa  Let  us  take  bis  attitude 
towards  our  programme  first.  For  instance* 
on  the  3xst  October,  1906,  he  was  asked — 

If  Mr.  Watson  it  retunied  with  a  majority, 
will  Mr.  Deakin  sit  behind  him  or  in  Opposition? 

To  that  his  reply  was — 

If  Mr.  Watson  is  returned  with  a  majority,  I 
shall  sit  on  the  Independent  benches. 

His  remarks  on  the  occasion  were  sum- 
marized as  follow : — 

The  featum  of  the  programme  were  lucidly 
dealt  with,  and  the  audience  were  asked  to  note 
their  practical  value.  The  so-called  socialistic 
issue  was  a  mock  issue.  It  could  not  ciucem 
the  ncKt  Partiameot,  and  he  asked  them  as  pnc- 
Hcal  business  men  and  Australiui  pattioU  to 
look  to  the  great  work  immediatelv  before  them, 
development  of  their  beautiful  land ;  the  peopling 
of  its  far-reaching  areas,  and  the  establisb* 
ment  of  a  naval  and  military  defence  system 
which  would  permit  tu,  in  any  circumstances, 
to  peacefully  work  out  onr  own  destiny. 

Anti-Socialism,  as  was  shown  by  the  statements 
of  Mr.  Reid's  paper,  the  Sydney  Daily  Tele- 
graph,  was  only  another  way  of  spelling  anti- 
protection-  Anti-Socialism  was  the  new  label, 
but  precisely  the  same  old  free-trade  party  was 
underneath  it.  The  Reid  opposition  will  do 
nothing  for  Australian  development  or  worthy 
of  Australia's  opportunities. 

The  honorable  member  for  Bourke,  tbt 
echo  then,  as  always,  of  his  rather  diffi- 
cult leader,  is  spoken  of  in  this  way — 

The  candidate  besought  his  bearers  to  beware 
of  anti-socialists,  who  were  simply  free<traden 
animated  with  a  desire  to  do  harm.  The  anti- 
socialist  candidate  had  not  the  remotest  chance 
of  winning  the  Bourke  electorate. 

But  let  us  hear  the  hoiwrable  member  for 
Ballarat  again — 

We  stand  between  the  free-trade  re-actionaries 
00  the  one  band  and  the  socialistic  extremist* 
on  the  other.  The  free-trade  re-actioniats  en- 
deavoured to  deprive  us  of  our  moderate  sup- 
porters by  terrifying  them  with  the  imminent 
danger  01  Socialism. 

Mr.  Reid  has  talked  more,  and  promised  more 
and  performed  less,  than  any  man  in  Australia* 
.  .  .  .  His  record  in  1904  was  one  Act,  of 
which  he  contributed  four  clauses. 

We  have  had  not  only  the  generous  but  the 
general  support  of  the  Labour  Party.  No  man 
could  have  treated  us  better  than  the  leader  of 
that  party,  Mr.  Walson.    .    .  . 

The  Bounties  Bill  was  resisted  by  the  Oppost* 
tion,  fought  by  them,  and  finally  killed  and 
choked  by  them  in  the  Senate.  This  is  the  record 
we  have  to  show  the  country.  This  is  the  record 
which  the  Opposition  wish  to  hide. 

I  shall  look  forward  with  the  greatest  anxiety 
to  see  the  action  of  those  who  call  themselves 
Liberal- Protectionists  who  are  now  associated 
with  their  absolute  enemy,  the  free>trade  re- 
actionary, the  leader  of  the  Opposition. 

Who  sinks  Preference  sinks  closer  commercial 
relations,  sinks  Commerce  Acts — sinks  all  those 
things  which  go  together  to  make  industrial 
greatness  and  create  a  great  industrial  future  for 
Australia. 
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In  the  clearest  way  he  accepted  our  pro- 
gramme of  practical  reform.  It  was  our 
caucus  and  methods  to  which  he  took  ex- 
ception. Now  we  come  to  his  converu(X) 
on  these  points.  The  honorable  member 
for  Gwydir,  by  one  of  those  flashes  of 
genius  which  come  across  us  all  from 
time  to  time,  was  the  instrument  of 
Providence  in  this  matter.  Some  time 
in  March  the  honorable  member  sub- 
mitted a  motion  that  so  disturbed  the 
equilibrium  of  the  Government  that  the 
honorable  member  for  Ballarat  positively 
thought  of  resigning.  I  ask  the  House  to 
consider  for  a  moment  the  kind  of  drcum- 
stances  which  would  induce  the  honwable 
gentleman  to  do  that-  It  must  have  been, 
indeed,  a  grave  situation ;  it  was,  in  fact,  so 
grave  that  the  honorable  gentleman  could 
see  no  way  out  for  s«ne  considerable  time. 
He  spoke  in  accents  which  any  man  not 
deaf  to  truth  could  hardly  doubt  con- 
veyed that  he  really  intended  to  re- 
sign. However,  as  time  went  on,  he 
saw  a  better  way;  and  in  f<Hty- 
eight  hours  or  so  proposals  were  made  to 
the  Labour  Party  for  a  coalition.  I  wish 
honorable  members  and  the  country  to 
understand  this  particularly.  The  hOTor- 
able  gentleman,  in  March  last,  proposed  a 
coalition  with  the  Labour  Party — not  a 
loose  alliance,  but  a  definite  coaliticHi.  The 
honorable  gentleman,  in  spite  of  his  apply- 
ing the  gag,  will  have  an  opportunity  of 
explaining  later  <m,  and,  therefme,  need 
not  interject. 

Mr.  Deakin. — Of  which  Government  I 
was  not  under  any  circumstances  to  be  a 
member — that  is  all  I  desire  to  say. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— The  age  of  miracles 
apparently  is  not  yet  passed,  and  some  por- 
tion of  the  spirit  is  on  me,  for  I  have  made 
the  dumb  speak.  As  to  the  progress  and 
nature  of  the  negotiati<xis  the  House  and 
the  country  are  no  mwe  coiKcrned  than  to 
know  <xie  or  two  things.  So  far  as  the 
honorable  gentleman  was  conoemed,  they 
wait  to  the  point  that  he  was  prepared  to 
even  stand  down  and  allow  the  leader  of 
the  Labour  Party  to  be  Prime  Minister — 
although  on  that  no  actual  agreement  was 
arrived  at — but  there  were  to  be  four  port- 
folios for  the  Deakin  Party  and  four  for 
the  Labour  Party.  There  was  a  definite 
agreement  proposed;  and,  if  it  was  not 
cmsummated,  the  blame  does  not  He  with 
the  honorable  gentleman  and  his  friends. 
They  were  prepared  to  swallow  not  only 
our  policy  but  our  methods.     They  were 


prepared  to  contract  an  alliance  with  men 
whom  we  have  lately  been  told  practised 
the  worst  methods  of  Tammany.  They 
were  prepared  to  ally  themselves  with  men 
whose  methods  are  subversive  of  liberty, 
and  which  make  democratic  government  in 
this  country  impossible.     Even  more,  they 
were  prepared  to  sacrifice  four  of  their  own 
men — to  throw   overboard   anybody  and 
everybody — so  long  as  the  honorable  gentle- 
man,   who   has   led   in   turn    all  par- 
ties,   might    have    an    opportunity  of 
leading  one  more-    The  tongue  of  the 
right  hoiorable  member  for  East  Syd- 
ney   is,    unfortunately,    tied,    and  we 
may,   not   claim   his   assistance   in  this 
debate;  but  his  genial  soul  is  rejoicing,  and 
he  is  piously  thanking  God  that,  armxigst 
other  things,  there  are  thorns  even  in  the 
most  fragrant  and  attrpctive  rosebud.  That 
right  honorable  member  called  the  honor- 
able member  for  Ballarat  a  political  Mor- 
mon ;  and,  truly,  the  honorable  member  has 
made  advances   to  all   parties,    has  in 
turn  antwaoed  them  all,  and  has  deserted 
them  all.     He  has  now   dragged  inta 
this  great  combination  some  men  whom 
nothing  but  a  miracle  can  save  from  the 
vengeance  of  the  people,  and  he  knows  it. 
There  are  men  amongst  them  who,  if  they 
went  before  their  constituwicies  as  allie* 
of  the  gentlemen  who  sit  in  the  Opposition 
corner,  would  not  receive  twenty-four  hours' 
quarter,  and  who  know  that  the  day  Par- 
liament is  dissolved  is  the  day  before  their 
death:      The  honorable  member  for  Bal- 
larat knows  that;  but  so  long  as  he  is  in 
office,  what  matters  it  ?     What  matters  the 
policy  or  fate  of  those  who  follow  him, 
since  he  has  never  attempted  to  carry  out 
any  that  was  not  the  policy  of  those  who 
stood  behind  him?    When  they  altered  he 
altered ;    when   they    halted  '  he  halted. 
When  they  ceased  to  be  useful  he  deserted 
them.     When  their  policy  ceased  to  be 
popular  he  abandoned  it.     We  pass  from 
this  and  axne  to  the  latest  exhibition  of  the 
hOTiOTable  member's  versatility.    The  Fishef 
Government  came  in.    Before  that  e\'ent, 
there  was  a  vote  of  want  of  confidence 
moved,  and,  during  the  course  of  the  de- 
bate, the  honorable  member  for  Ballarat 
spoke  about  the  loyal  support  that  had 
been  given  to  him  by  the  Labour  Party. 
He  said  that  when  that  party  came  in,  if 
it  elected  to  come  into  power,  he  should  not 
onnplain ;  hut  I  ask  the  House  whether  the 
honorable  member  has  siacejlon&|uay thing 
else  but  compIaW'''^^ 'Vntlf^^SI^  actioo 
to-day  but  the  embodiment  of  oomplaint  ia 
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deeds?  What  sin  have  we  committed? 
Of  what  act  of  omission  are  we  accused? 
Have  we  committed  any  act  of  maladminis- 
tration, on  which  we  can  be  pilloried?  If 
so,  let  us  and  the  country  know. 

Mr.  FAiKBAZitN. — What  about  the  tele- 
pbcmes? 

Mr.  HUGHES.— I  was  not  alluding  to 
acts  of  administration  which  have  placed 
'>ne  of  the  most  important  Departments  of 
tte  country  on  a  sound,  equitable,  and 
business-like  basis.,    t    is  speaking  of  acts 
of  maladministration  which  would  justify 
sud»  action  as  has  been  taken  to-day — 
5udi  a  combination  as  we  now  see  before  us. 
If  we  have  been  guilty  ot  mmaaministra- 
tion  of  the  public  affairs  of  the  country,  or 
of  corrupticKi  and  rottenness  such  as  has 
lieen  hinted,  but  which  ncme  dare  put  in 
formal  and  precise  tenns,  then,  indeed,  we 
deserve  that  every  honest  man  shall  range 
<iimself  against  us.     We  are  told  that  the 
people  are  against  us,  and  that  majority 
rule  is  in  danger  because  of  the  caucus. 
But  the  honorable  member  for  Ballarat 
slept  securely   alcxigside  the  caucus  for 
years.     It  was  the  cradle  in  which  he  lay 
aitd  was  rocked  asleep,  and  his  complaints 
were  never  violent  save  at  times  when  the 
caucus  threatened  to  turn  him  out.  When 
he  was  rocked  by  the  caucus  it  was  good, 
ijot  when  he  was  ejected  by  the  caucus  it 
■was  bad.      Now  it  is  said  that  rule  by 
majority  is  in  danger.    How?     Rule  by 
majority  is  in  danger  when  we  see  a  com- 
^rination  of  parties,  who  at  the  last  election 
vere  returned  on  diametrically  opposite 
policies.     The  honorable  member  for  Bal- 
larat denounced  the  honcMrable  member  for 
East  Sydney,  and  said  that  anti-Socialism 
vas  not  the  cry,  but  was  a  mere  bogy  be- 
^lind  which  the  reactionary  was  trying  to 
bide.     He  declared  that  Socialism  was 
iwt  the  cry,  because  the  Commonwealth 
Parliament  could  not  indulge  in  any  scheme 
of  Socialism,  and.  therefore,  it  was  a  mere 
l*ating  of  the  air  to  say  there  was  a  Socia- 
list Party  here.      The  honorable  member 
said  that,  and  cannot  deny  it.      Now  we 
J«  him  claim  that  majority  rule  can  only 
"be  carried  out  when  there  are  banded  to- 
gether men  who,  on  every  fundamental 
principle,  were  violently  opposed  at  the 
last  election.     There  is  oily  one  way  by 
which  men  who,  returned  on  one  platform, 
abandon  that  platform,  can  persuade  the 
coontrv  that  they  have  any  justification. 
They  must  be  able  to  say  that  the  men  who 
-fleeted  them  on  one  set  of  principles  are 


content  that  these  shall  be  abjectly  aban- 
doned, without  pretence,  excuse,  or  rea- 
son. They  must  be  able  to  show,  by  the 
most  convincing  proofs,  that  the  people 
have  released  them  from  their  pledges  and 
approve  of  their  apostasy.  Or  else  they 
ought  to  stand,  as  they  do,  convicted  of  a 
shameless  effort  to  get  on  to  the  Treasury 
benches — of  a  servile  deference  to  some 
power,  whose  very  nature  we  do  not  know, 
and  can  only  conjecture.  The  honorable 
member  for  Maribyrntmg  who  speaks  about 
ciucus  methods,  to  what  power  does  he  sub- 
mit ?  There  was  lately  an  organization 
formed  in  these  States  calling  itself  the 
Orange  Political  Organization.  The  honor- 
able member  for  Maribyrrwng  has  lately  de- 
clared that  the  Labour  Party  is  a  party 
which  is  not  composed  of  free  men — that 
freedom  is  not  OMnpatible  with  Labour 
Party  methods.  I  say  that  the  homvable 
member's  very  soul  is  not  his  own.  I  say 
that  he  no  more  dare  move,  or  vote,  or 
give  an  expression  of  opinion,  against  the 
opinion  of  the  Orange  Lodge  than  he  dare 
attempt,  were  he  on  the  top  of  the  highest 
tower  in  the  city,  to  leap  down.  He 
speaks  of  freedom  !  When  a  member  of 
that  bodv  so  far  forgot  himself  as  to  exer- 
cise that  freedom  which  he  champions 
as  to  vote  for  candidate  Crouch  against 
candidate  McCay,  he  was  summarily 
ejected  from  the  lodge.  It  is  from 
such  a  source  as  this  we  hear  about 
freedCTn — from  the  lips  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  Maribym<»ig,  who,  I  say, 
is  the  very  creature  of  fhis  organization,  and 
absolutely  dare  not  do  that  which  becomes 
a  man,  and  express  his  opinion,  if  that 
opinion  be  against  the  opinicm  of  his  lodge. 
In  the  party  to  which  I  belong,  every 
man  is  as  good  as  every  other  man. 
We  do  not  permit  one  member  of  our  party 
to  say  to  another,  "  You  were  elected  on 
such  and  such  a  programme,  but,  since  I 
have  changed  my  OfHUuxis,  you  must  either 
otHne  over  with  me,  or  be.  marked  off  the 
ticket."  No  power  can  compel  one  member 
of  the  Labour  Party  to  abandon  his  prin- 
ciples or  range  himself  behind  the  hosts 
of  monopoly.  Will  the  leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion deny  that  if  the  honorable  member  for 
Maribyrnong,  the  honorable  member  for 
Bourke,  the  honorable  member  for  Corio, 
and  the  honorable  member  for  Batman — 
who,  with  some  show  of  justification,  have 
declared  themselves  Democrats — had  dared 
to  vote  against  the  proposed  c^mtimation 
their  names  would  have  been  struoB  off  the 


138  AdjownmetU,    fREPRESENTATIVES.]  Adjournment. 


Age  ticket?  At  page  17  of  the  introduc- 
tion to  the  life  of  the  late  David  Syme, 
we  have  the  following  clear  admission,  in  the 
words  of  the  honorable  member  for  Bal- 
larat  himself,  of  his  exceedingly  great  power 
as  predictor  of  the  Age — 

The  relations  between  iti  proprietor  and  public 
men  were  iotimate  to  a  surprising  degree.  He 
enjoyed  tbcir  confideiicc  ia  and  out  of  office, 
shaping  their  programmes  from  time  to  time, 
governing  their  selection  of  colleagues  as  in* 
coming  Premiers,  and  enjoying  afterwards  a 
knowledge  of  the  inmost  secrets  of  Cabinets 
often  uadisciosed  to  many  of  the  Ministers 
wilhin  them. 

Here  then  is  one  of  the  methods  by  which 
the  flag  of  freedom  has  been  kept  flying  in 
this  State.  It  is  in  a  newspaper  editcnr's 
sanctum  that  the  policy  of  this  country  has 
been  drawn  up.  It  is  at  his  bidding,  and 
according  to  his  view,  that  these  honorable 
gentlemen  have  gone  abroad  to  preach  the 
doctrine  of  freedom.  Free  !  They  do  not 
know  even  the  meaning  of  the  word.  Free  I 
Does  the  honorable  member  for  Maribyr- 
nong  say  that  he  is  comfortable  now  ?  Why 
does  he  not  »t  with  his  friends?  Why 
does  he  not  go  among  those  hcxiorable  mem- 
bers whom  he  declared  to  be  the  champims 
of  a  blade  Australia?  Why  does  he  not 
sit  beside  the  Chairman  of  the  Employers' 
FederaticHi?  His  place  is  there.  It  is 
under  that  e^gis  that  these  honorable  mem- 
bers now  come  at  the  instigation  of  the 
Age — under  the  dcnninaticm  of  the  Orange 
Political  Party,  against  which  not  one  of 
them — rwt  even  the  honorable  member  for 
Ballarat,  who  voted  for  the  Hone  Rule  re- 
solution passed  by  this  House,  dares  to  say 
a  word.  It  is,  I  say,  tmder  this  sinister 
patronage  that  the  great  National  Liberal 
policy  is  to  be  carried  out.  These  honorable 
members  speak  of  freedom  and  caucus 
domination.  I  reply  that  they  were 
willing  to  embrace  us  —  caucus,  plat- 
form, and  everything  else.  They  were 
willing  to  share  witn  us  the  portfolios 
of  office.  They  were  willing  to  do  anything 
and  everything  so  long  as  they  might  be 
permitted  to  hold  crffice.  What  is  still  more 
interesting,  they  were  willing  to  do  this  at 
intervals  for  years ;  they  have  been  willing  at 
any  time  between  the  beginning  of  the  la.st 
recess  and  the  present  moment.  What  is 
tfie  true  reason  for  this  unholy  omibination  f 
Is  it,  as  the  honorable  gentleman  has  clearly 
stated,  that  the  Deakinite  members  of  it 
feared  for  their  seats?  It  is,  then,  not 
a  matter  of  princi  pie  at  all.  These 
honorable  members  said  that  if  we 
would  give  them  a  fair  run,  they  would  sup- 
Jir.  Hugkes. 


port  us.  They  would  have  consummated 
an  alliance  with  us,  and  have  supported  us 
up  to  the  last  moment,  if  by  so  doing  they 
could  have  secured  that.  Whether  it  be- 
right  or  wrong  that  we  should  oppose  them, 
surely  it  is  infamous  that  a  man's  principles, 
to  which  he  is  pledged  to  his  electors, 
should  be  a  matter  for  bargaining  of  that 
sort.  If  I  believe  that  the  policy  of  the 
Labour  Party  is  right,  am  I  to  purchase  an 
hour's  occupation  of  office  by  supporting 
some  other  party,  merely  because  it  de- 
clares that,  if  I  do  so,  it  will  not  oppose 
me?  Could  there  be  anything  more  con- 
temptible and  indefensible  ?  Yet  the 
posititMi  of  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
is  this :  That  he  was  prepared,  even  at  the 
eleventh  hour,  to  embrace  the  Labour  Party  ; 
but  because  the  Labour  Party  opened  up  no 
neg<^iation5  with  him — ^took  no  notice  of 
him  ;  did  not  ask  him  what  they  were  to  do ; 
but  simply  did  that  which  they  believed  to 
be  right,  without  consulting  him,  or  any- 
one else,  he  was  irritated.  Such  metbods 
naturally  infuriate  and  irritate  a  man 
of  his  type.  He  never  ventured  to 
do  anything  without  consultation 
with  those  upon  whose  support  he 
was  dependent  for  every  hour  of  his 
office.  To  the  eternal  credit  of  the  present 
Prime  Minister,  be  it  said,  however,  that 
he  never  consulted  any  one  except  his  col- 
leagues or  his  followers.  He  never  went 
to  any  newspaper  editor  or  to  the  Em- 
ployers' Federation,  ac  even  to  Joshtu. 
It  matters  not  to  us  what  this  man  or  that 
may  think  or  say  of  us.  That  which  we 
have  placed  in  the  forefront  of  our  pro- 
gramme we  shall  do,  and  shall  ask  no  man, 
save  the  electors  of  this  country,  whether 
it  is  light  or  wrong.  If,  as  honorable 
members  oppc^tte  say,  maj<Mity  rule  is  in 
danger,  how  shall  we  ascertain  whether  or 
not  that  is  so  ?  There  is  one  sure  and  cer- 
tain way ;  but  the  passage  to  it  is  thiough 
cold,  inhospitable  and  desert  places.  There 
is  wailing  and  gnashing  of  teeth  beyond. 
There  will  be  many  who  go  through  the 
passage  that  will  not  emerge  alive.  Be- 
cause of  that,  these  honorable  members, 
who  talk  of  the  rule  of  the  majority,  fear 
— as  they  fear  the  devil,  I  was  going  to  say, 
but  they  do  not  fear  him  for  they  are  his 
servants — fear,  as  they  fear  nothing  else, 
an  appeal  to  the  people.  And  yet,  if  ever 
there  was  a  time  when  the  pec^le  desired  to 
have  an  opportunity  to  say  what  they  think, 
it  is  now.  Let  those  honorable  members  who 
love  Kberty,  and  say  that  we  are  the  foes 
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of  fieedwn  and  the  people,  put  it  to  the 
issueof  a  struggle,  and  go  before  the  people. 
Since  they  will  not  let  us  say  here  what  is 
10  be  said  in  defence  of  our  p^icy,  but  cover 
up  in  a  way  that  is  shameless  and  unpre- 
cedented, their  attempt  to  oust  from  cHice 
a  party  whose  policy  they  have  approved, 
against  whose  admtnistratioD  they  can  say 
nothing,  whose  policy  they  were  prepared  to 
adt^,  whose  methods  they  haw  criticised, 
but  have  been,  for  years,  in  the  habit  of 
^xxidoiiing,  let  them  agree  to  go  before  the 
peopb.  They  admit  that  on  two  separate 
-occaacHis,  if  not  okm^.  they  were  prepared 
4:0  f(»m  a  complete  and  workable  alliance 
with  us.  They  were  prepared  to  form  with 
us  a  coalition  as  complete  as  waS  that  which 
marked  the  Government  of  the  right  honor- 
able member  for  East  Sydney  and  the  ex- 
honorable  member  for  Gippsland,  Mr." 
McLean.  There  was  to  be  a  sharing  of  port- 
icAioi.  I  wish  to  emphasize  that  point  again, 
so  that  every  man  and  woman  in  the  Com- 
fdonwealth  may  know  that  these  honorable 
members  were  absolutely  prepared  to  go 
todily  into  the  Labour  camp,  to  work  with 
us,  to  hear  what  we  had  to  say,  and  to  sup- 
port a  platfmrn  upon  which  we  jointly 
agreed.  In  the  circumstances,  the  atti- 
tude of  the  leader  of  the  Opposition, 
and  of  his  party,  is  one  which,  in  spite  of 
every  effort  they  may  make — and  the  ^ort 
now  being  made  is  defeating  itself — will  go 
fcnh  to  the  people  as  an  admission  that 
they  have  done  now  a  deed  of  which  they 
are  heartily  ashamed.  I  speak  now  of  the 
generality  of  honorable  members,  and  not 
-of  any  one  individual.  I  know  honoral>le 
members  who  now  find  themselves  in  com- 
pany which  they  detert.  In  fact,  they 
all  detest  each  other.  The  honorable 
member  for  Maribyrnong  does  not  regard 
tbe  political  opinions  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Fawkner  with  greater  detestation 
than  that  with  which  the  hmxvable  member 
for  Fawkner  regards  those  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Maribyrnong.  And  the  honor- 
able member  for  Flinders !  What  are  his 
pcriitical  c^jinions?  Since  when  have  they 
-QOiDcided  with  those  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Bourke?  Upon  what  particular 
princii^es  are  l^y  agreed  ?  What  sanction 
have  diey  for  this  agreement?  Atwolutely 
none.  It  were  idle  to  attempt  to  say  one 
word  of  the  right  honorat^  m^ber  for 
Swan,  save  that  in  him  we  have  the  piteous 
spectacle  of  a  man  grown  old  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  country,  who,  in  his  insatiable 
lust  fcff  fMce,  has  made  one  more  ignoble 
twist.    I  shall  not  say  that  he  has  sacrificed 


any  {mndple.  It  were  as  well  to  say  that 
as  to  accuse  a  corpse  of  having  samficed 
its  life.  But  I  do  say  that  he  has 
sacrificed  what  little  dignity  yet  be- 
longed to  him.  There  these  honorable 
members  sit,  and  I  do  not  wish  to  aay  one 
word  more  of  them.  What  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  Lang,  whose  toudung 
appeal  to  the  free-traders  of  New  South 
Wales  so  lately  appeared  in  the  Sydney 
press?  In  that  appeal  he  urged  that  the 
proposed  conoesaon  to  protection  was  inde- 
fenuble.  I  do  not  see  him  here  in  tbe 
body  at  the  moment,  but  his  soul  must  be 
torn  with  agony  when  he  sees  himself  sur- 
rounded by  honorable  members  whom  he 
has  vehemently  denounced  for  many  years, 
and  who,  so  far  as  I  know,  he  was  pre- 
pared until  yesterday  to  denounce.  That 
hcmorable  member,  too,  has  condemned  the 
caucus.  What  pow«-  has  brought  him  into 
.such  a  fold  ?  To  what  do  we  owe  the  fact 
that  he  has  signed  an  eternal  truce  in 
favour  of  protection?  Whom  should  we 
ocuigratulate  in  this  combinaticxi  ?  Who 
has  secured  the  victory,  and  at  twiiat  i^ioe? 
I  hold  that  though  no  man  has  been  vic- 
torious, since  men  at  the  mercy  of  sudi  a 
leader  live  only  from  day  to  day,  yet  the 
re^onaries  have  the  most  right  to  triumph. 
The  cause  of  Liberalism  is  hopeleuly 
doomed  when  it  depends  upon  the  daily  and 
hourly  support  of  honorable  members  who 
have  ever  been  its  open  and  avowed  enemies. 
If  the  honorable  member  for  Ballarat  be 
gifted  with  even  ten  times  the  eloquenoe 
of  Dwnosthenes  there  are  damning  facts 
that  will  refute  him  and  stop  the  ears  of 
the  public  when  he  tries  to  explain  these 
matters  away.  How  will  he  explain 
that  a  party  with  which  for  nine 
years,  with  one  break  of  eleven  months,  he 
was  in  close  association,  with  which  ho 
was  pre^red  to  caitract  an  actual  alliance, 
upon  which  he  had  been  dependent  daily 
and  hourly  for  office,  has  been  treated  as 
he  has  treated  us?  How  will  he  explain 
his  surrender  of  the  citadel  of  Liberalism 
to  the  hosts  of  re-actiwi?  The  people 
will  see  that  he  has  basely  and  ungenerously 
paid  us  for  support  given  through  Icmg 
years  by  conduct  whidi  no  man  yet 
evai  on  his  side  has  ventured  to  defend, 
and  no  man  in  this  ootmtry,  save  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  himself,  will  endeavour 
to  defend.  They  will  say  thei*  could 
have  been  OTiy  one  reason  for  this  conduct 
and  that  it  was  perfectly  plain.  The 
vested  interests  of  this  country  have  been 
aroused  and  alarmed.      I  look  over  the 
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GovernOT-Generai's  speech  and  see  the 
cause.  We  propose  to  impose  a  tax  on  the 
unimproved  value  of  land.  Honorable  mem- 
bo^  opposite  say  little  about  that  proposal, 
but  it  is  the  main  reason  for  their  action. 
The  Labour  Party  will  do  this  thing,  and 
they  know  it,  and,  therefore,  thdr  so-called 
principles  have  been  abandcmed,  thor  so- 
called  scruples  have  been  swallowed,  and 
they  are  now  banded  together.  The  great 
vested  interests  needed  a  leader  to  protect 
them ;  and  they  have  found  odr  ready  to 
their  hand.  He  has  persuaded  those  who 
called  themselves  democrats  to  go  over  to 
the  reacticxiaries.  He  has  persuaded  the  re- 
actionaries, fcnr  the  time  being,  to  cover 
their  vulpine  faces  with  the  wool  of  the 
sheep.  But  the  people,  when  they  have 
an  opportunity,  will  tear  that  cover  off 
them,  and  disclose  them  as  they  are.  And 
they  will  sweep  into  outer  darkness,  too, 
those  who,  professing  democracy,  have  be- 
trayed them.  I  leave  it  now  to  the  House 
and  the  country  to  decide  between  us.  I 
venture  to  say  that  in  spite  of  everything 
that  the  honorable  member  and  his  allies 
can  do,  the^  will  be  compelled  to  face  their 
masters  before  vety  loag. 

Mr.  CHANTER  (Riverina)  [S.se;^.— 
Immediately  I  rose,  t  heard  an  interjec- 
tioa,  "  Is  this  a  'stone  wall  ?  '  "  It  is  not ; 
but  it  is  an  appeal  to  the  members  of  this 
House  for  freedom  of  speech,  which  the 
Opposition  has  attempted  to  deny  to  the 
representatives  of  the  people.  I  was 
prepared  to  support  the  motion  of 
the  Prime  Minister  to  get  on  with  the 
legitimate  business  of  which  he  had 
given  notice,  as  embodied  in  the  Go- 
vernor-General's speedi.  I  am  one  of 
those  who  were  anxious  to  get  at  that  busi- 
ness. I  have  lately  been  associated  with 
a  number  of  men  for  whom  I  had  a  feeling 
of  personal  respect,  as  well  as  of  strong 
political  affinity.  One  of  !their  proud 
boasts,  in  which  I  joined,  was  that  at  all 
times  thev  believed  in  fair  play.  But  now 
that  thev  have  left  the  party  to  which  I 
am  proud  to  have  belonged  for  so  many 
vears — we  have  not  left  it,  but  have  stood 
by  our  principles,  and  it  is  they  who  have 
ftCKie — one  of  their  verv  first  acts  has  been 
to  denv  to  others  that  freedom  of  speech 
and  libertv  of  criticism  which  thev  have 
alwavs  claimed,  by  loiding  thanselves  to 
an  unprecedented  and  most  shameless  effort 
to  gaii  the  reptesmtati^  of  the  people, 
and  deny  them  the  opportunity  of  saying 
in  the  only  rifective  manner  possible — "  I 
am  in  favour  of  the  Liberal  policy  as  enun- 


ciated by  the  Prime  Minister,  and  approved 
bv  the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  and  I 
wish  to  give  ^ect  to  it."  Like  my  oI3 
friend  and  associate,  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Hume,  1  feel  very  strongly  on  this 
question,  and  I  am  going  to  use  plain  lan- 
guage. 1  did  mv  best  to  noint  out  to  the 
members  with  whom  1  was  associated  what 
I  conceived  tQ  be  my  duty  and  theirs,  and 
that  was  to  stand  by  our  principles,  and 
not  to  attempt  to  get  away  from  any  conse- 
quences that  adherence  to  those  prindiries 
might  entail.  I  failed^  and  cxily  myself 
and  a  few  oth«s  ronain  of  the  great 
national  Liberal  Party  of  Australia.  We 
have  been  placed  in  a  position  in  which 
we  ought  not  to  have  been  placed.  Hls- 
tory  has  repeated  itself  on  this  occasion. 
J  well  recall  the  time  when  the  Labour 
Party  were  previously  in  power,  under  the 
honorable  member  for  South  Sydney,  a 
man  respected  in  this  House  and  in  the 
country.  I  recall  also  my  own  acticm  at 
that  time,  and  the  action  of  those  friends 
who  are  now  associated  with  me,  I  re- 
member keenly  the  dastardly  tricks  that 
were  resorted  to  in  order  to  displace  that 
Government  from  power. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Order  t  The  honor- 
able member  is  too  old  a  member  not  to- 
know  that  thrae  remarks  are  auite  contrary 
to  the  Standing  Orders,  and  I  ask  him  to- 
withdraw  them 

Mr.  CHANTER.  —  I  used  the  wont 
"  dastardly  "  because  I  conceive  that  every- 
thing that  infringes  the  sacred  principles, 
of  fair  plav  is  dastardly. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  have  asked  the  hon- 
orable member  to  withdraw  the  statement.. 
I  ask  him  now  not  to  qualify  it. 

Mr.  CHANTER.  —  Certainly,  I  with- 
draw it  in  defer«ice  to  your  ruling,  sir,  and 
as  it  is  not  in  order  to  use  the  word  "  das- 
tardly," I  shall  try  to  find  another  to  meet 
the  circumstances.  I  will  say  that  the  thing- 
was  done  in  the  most  highly  improper  way, 
both  from  a  political  and  personal  point  of 
view.  It  was  done  in  such  a  wav  as  to- 
destroy  the  feeling  of  pride  which  every 
Britisher  has  at  all  times  in  the  inten- 
tion to  give  fair  play  even  to  his  oppo- 
nent, and  not  hit  below  the  belt.  On  that 
occasion,  the  blow  was  struck  below  the- 
belt.  I  have  no  desire  now  to  re-quote  the- 
statements  which  I  made  thai,  although  1 
ran  well  remember  them,  and  they  are  re- 
corded in  Hansard;  but  I  resented  as 
strongly  then  as  I  do  now,  the  manner  in 
which  we,  as  friends  and  associates,  and" 
not  foes,  of  a  party  who  had  absolutely  as- 
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tasted  us  to  give  efFtct  to  the  IcRislation  of 
the  oountn-,  were  treating  them.  To-day 
we  had  an  undoubted  right,  established  by 
precedent,  to  debate  the  great  question  of 
the  policy  submitted  to  the  people  by  the 
Prime  Minister  on  the  one  hand,  and  criti- 
cised by  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  on  the 
(rther.  That  policv  is  now  before  the  pub- 
lic in  a  concrete  form,  but  the  Opposition, 
by  their  actioA  to-dav.  will  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent succeed  in  closing  our  mouths  as  to 
whether  we  are  going  to  stand  by  that 
policy  and  by  our  pledges,  or  be  traitors  to 
the  cause.  The  situation  can  be  viewed  in 
no  othw  Kgbt.  We  were  a  great  partv,  but 
we  now  number  onlv  four.  I  was  one  of 
the  three  who,  in  the  face  of  all  the  capi- 
talistic influence,  the  land-owning  interests, 
and  the  free-trade  and  importing  interests, 
raised  the  banner  of  prelection  for  Austra- 
lians in  New  South  Wales  twenty-four  vears 
ajja  I  have  kept  that  banner  flying  ever 
sina,  and  I  have  on  this  occasion  taken 
acticHi  with  my  old  friend  and  associate,  the 
honorable  member  for  H  ume,  because  I 
wanted  to  see  that  banner  continue  to  float 
over  Australia.  I  was  prepared  to  lay 
down  my  political  life  at  any  time  in  its 
defOTce,  and  I  will  not  join  with  anv  set 
of  mm  who  will  drag  it  down  into  the  dust 
for  the  sake  of  gaining  <^!ice  temporarilv, 
or  saving  their  own  political  skins  at  the 
neit  elections.  I  can  say  fearlessly  (hat 
no  man  has  promised  me  on  behalf  of  the 
Labour  Partv  immunity  from  attack  at  the 
next  elections.  I  say  that  in  their  presence, 
and  I  know  what  their  wishes  are. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown. — How  could  they 
promise  it? 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  have  known  the 
honorable  member  for  the  last  thirty  yearti, 
and  I  know  that  God  has  gifted  him  with 
great  freedom  of  speech.  I  am  fighting 
now  for  an  opportunity  for  him  to  stand 
on  the  floor  of  the  House  and  give  the 
reastxis  why,  in  his  opinion,  the  policy  laid 
00  the  table  by  the  Prime  Minister  should 
not  be  given  effect  ta  We  do  not  want 
this  hide-and-seek  business.  We  want  fear- 
less, courageous  action  on  the  part  of  the 
rejnesentatives  of  the  people,  in  order  that 
the  country  may  be  shown  that  the  differ- 
ence between  the  policy  put  forward  by 
ibe  Prime  Minister  and  that  proposed  to 
he  submitted  on  behalf  of  the  Opposition 
i»  practically  the  difference  between 
Tweedledimi  and  Tweedledee.  The  real 
difference  is  that  the  Labour  Party  are 
getting  the  plums  of  office,  and  the  other 
intty  want  to  get  them  out.    This  move 


has  been  taken  for  no  other  purpose ;  and 
I  say  that  it  is  an  unholy  act  to  dis- 
place a  set  of  men  simply  in  order  to  take 
their  places  without  altering  their  policy. 
Looking  back  into  histor>-,  a  study  of  the 
works  of  any  great  parliamentary  autho- 
rity will  show  that  whenever  trouble  arose 
between  the  two  great  political  parties  in 
England,  no  Government  was  ever  dis- 
placed enxpt  on  a  difference  of  policy. 
But  this  Government  is  to  be  displaced 
without  any  difference  as  to  polic>'.  I  ask 
my  old  colleagues  and  associates  to  point 
to  one  plank  of  the  polic)-  enunciated  in 
the  Governor-General's  speech  with  which 
they  disagree.  I  want  them  to  show  the 
country  what  it  is  that  they  disagree  with. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber will  kindly  remember  that  the  debate 
upon  the  Address- in -Reply  has  been  ad- 
journed, and  that  no  matter  relating  speci- 
fically to  that  question  can  be  dealt  with 
in  this  debate.  Of  course,  matters  which 
arose  other  than  in  the  Address-in-Reply— 
matters  which  have  arisen  in  speeches  in 
the  country,  or  in  COTrespwidence,  or  other- 
wise in  the  newspapers — I  cannot  exclude 
from  reference,  but  I  ask  the  honorable 
member  not  to  discuss  questions  which 
should  be  discussed  upon  the  Address-in- 
Reply. 

Sir  WiLUAM  LvNE. — On  a  point  of 
order,  may  1  state  that  action  of  an  extra- 
CK'dinary  kind  has  been  taken,  and  ask  you 
whether  it  has  not  been  customary  in  the 
past  on  the  motion  for  the  adjouriunent  of 
the  House  to  give  to  members  whose  mouths 
have  been  closed  an  opportunity  to  express 
their  views,  just  as  you  allowed  me  to 
make  remarks  regarding  the  Government's 
policy  that  should  have  been  made  in 
ordinary  circumstances  in  the  debate  on  the 
Address-in-Reply  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber is  correct  in  suggesting  that,  <wi  the 
motion  for  the  adjournment  of  the  House, 

the  debate  may  be  general,  but  there  can- 
not be  a  specific  reference  to  the  Address- 
in-Reply,  nor  may  an  honorable  member 
deal  with  any  matters  of  which  the  House 
is  cognisant  only  by  means  of  the  Address- 
in-Reply.  I  shall  apply  precisely  tBe  same 
rules  to  the  honorable  member  for  Riverina 
and  others  as  I  have  applied  to  those  who 
have  already  spoken  to  the  motion. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  am  sure  that  you 
will  acquit  me,  sir,  of  a  desire  to  wilfully 
break  the  rules  of  the  House.  My  experi- 
ence teaches  me  that  I  cannot  ^al  with 
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the  Govemor-G^ral's  speech  in  detail, 
butf  lef^enoe  having  heai  made  to  it  by 
previous  speakers,  I  think  I  have  a  right 
to  discuss  it,  as  the  h(xu»rable  membo'  who 
preceded  me  did,  in  a  genial  way. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.~X  cannot  permit  the 
h(Miorable  member  to  suggest  that  I  have 
ruled  in  his  case  other  than  as  I  have  ruled 
in  other  cases;  all  my  rulings  have  been  in 
the  same  direction.  I  have  not  heard  any 
other  honorable  member  who  has  addressed 
himself  to  the  motion  of  adjoumm^  refer 
to  the  Address-in-Reply,  though  I  h&ve 
been  told  that,  when  my  attention  was  oc- 
cupied by  another  matter,  such  a  reference 
was  made.  Had  I  heard  it  I  should  have 
called  the  honorable  merabw  who  made  it 
to  order,  as  I  have  called  the  honorable 
member  for  Riverina  to  order.  He  may 
discuss  all  matters  relating  to  the  two  par- 
ties in  the  House  disclwed  by  speeches  in 
the  country,  reports  in  the  newspapers,  and 
so  on,  but  he  may  not  debate  any  matter 
disclosed  only  through  the  medium  of  the 
Address-in-Reply. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  know  that  at  times 
it  is  almost  impossible  for  you,  sir,  to  hear 
what  is  being  said,  because  your  particular 
attention  is  being  claimed  by  individual 
members.  The  Prime  Minister  was  dealing 
specifically  with  the  question  of  the  fin- 
ances— a  matter  of  great  importance,  to 
which  I  wish  to  refer  only  generally,  pre- 
ferring to  take  another  opportunity  to  deal 
with  it  at  greater  length. 

Mr.  SPEAKER— The  honorable  mem- 
ber may  discuss  the  finaodal  questicxi  with- 
out exceeding  the  limitations  which  I  have 
laid  down. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— To  resume  what  I 
was  saying,  I  must  repeat  that  a  new  pro- 
cedure has  been  followed  on  this  occasion. 
The  Standing  Orders  provide  for  the  clos- 
ing of  a  debate  under  certain  conditions, 
but  to-day  the  adjournment  of  the  debate 
on  the  Address-in-Reply  was  moved  imme- 
diatelv  after  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
and  the  Prime  Minister  had  spoken— with 
what  other  object  than  to  prevent  free 
speech? 

Mr.  Deakin. — How  was  free  speech  pre- 
vented ? 

Mr.  CHANTER.— 1  am  not  in  the  bon- 
orable  and  learned  member's  confidence, 
but  I  gather  from  the  tactics  of  to-day  that 
it  was  intended,^  bv  defe.iting  the  Govern- 
ment on  the  motion  for  the  adjournment  ot 
the  debate,  to  prevent  honorable  memliers 
£mb.  saying  what  they  had  to  say  on  ques- 


tions of  policy.  Should  my  surmise  be 
wrong,  I  shall  be  only  too  glad  if  those 
with  whom  I  have  been  associated  will 
show  me  that  it  is  sa  I  have  a  duty  to 
perform,  not  only  to  myself,  but  to  my- 
constituents,  to  whom  Z  pledged  myself 
to  uphold  a  certain  policy.  That  policy 
is  embodied  in  the  Governor-Goierars 
speech,  and  were  I  to  refuse  to  support  it, 
I  should  be  a  traitor  to  my  principles,  and, 
what  is  more,  to  the  men  and  women  who 
honoured  me  with  their  oonfidetice  by  elect- 
ing me  to  Parliamrat.  Notwit£st!a&ding 
that  reams  of  paper  and  gallons  of  ink 
have  been  used  in  the  endeavour  to  bring 
back  the  two-party  system,  I  think  that  tlw 
attempt  has  not  beoi  a  success.  At  all 
events,  before  many  months  -have  passed 
we  shall  again  have  three  parties — ^His 
Majesty's  Ministers  and  their  supporters, 
His  Majesty's  Opposition,  and  the  people 
— the  greatest  party — ^who  will  have  some- 
thing to  say  in  regard  to  the  present  ^tua- 
tion.  Never  during  the  twenty-four  years 
for  which  I  have  been  in  political  life  have 
I  gained  a  seat  by  reason  of  any  polid- 
cal  snlit,  as  the  honorable  memba*  for 
Indi  did.  I  have  won  on  my  prindples, 
although  to  stand  by  them  I  have  sacrificed 
my  life's  interest  and  my  fortune. 

Sir  William  Lyme. — And  have  become 
a  poor  man. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  am  poorer  now 
than  I  was  when  I  entered  Parliament.  I 
am  not  going  to  charge  my  present  oppo- 
nents with  deserting  their  principles.  But 
they  have  handed  them  over  to  whom  ?  To 
their  friends?  No;  to  those  who  have 
been  the  out-and-(Hit  opponents  of  those 
principle — to  those  who  have  declared 
that  no  greater  curse  could  be  inflicted  on 
Australia  than  by  the  adoptitm  of  a  policy 
for  giving  work  to  Australians  by  the  en- 
couragement of  native  manufactures  and 
industries. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown. — That  is  not  true. 
Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  ask  the  honorable 
member  to  withdraw  that  remark. 
Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown. — I  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— How  can  those  with 
whom  I  have  been  associated  expect  that 
their  erstwhile  opponents  will  assist  them 
in  upholding  principles  to  which  they  have 
hitherto  been  opposed,  and  which  they  were 
elected  to  destroy  ?  One  of  the  prindpl^ 
to  which  I  allude  is  the  protecticm  of  manu- 
facturers, workers,  and  producers  alike. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown. — i^^^JA^^  abso- 
lute impossibility  .Digitized  by^OOglc 
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Mr.  CHANTER.— It  is  a  possibility. 
We  are,  to  a  certain  extent,  afi'ording  that 
protection  at  present,  but  it  is  capable  of 
great  extension.  By  reading  the  columns 
of  the  Argus  we  can  see  what  will  happoi. 

Sir  William  Lyme. — Or  by  reading  the 
Sydney  Morning  Herald. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  know  what  the 
Sydney  MorruHg  Herald  and  the  Daily 
Telegraph  are.  In  the  Argus  it  is  stated 
that  we  now  have  effective  protection,  and 
one  or  two  honorable  members  opposite  have 
reiterated  that  sUtement.  All  that  they 
now  pledge  themselves  to  do  is  to  correct 
anomalies.  But  we  haw  not  got  effective 
protectim. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — Not  by  a  long  way. 

Mr.  CHANTER. — As  the  years  roll  on, 
the  Tariff  must  be  revised  again  and  again, 
if  we  are  to  be  true  to  our  principles.  Now 
when  I  desire  a  favour,  I  approach  my 
friends ;  I  certainly  would  not  expect  to 
}{et  anything  from  my  enemies.  Nor  would 
I  hand  over  to  my  political  enemies  the 
control  of  the  industrial  life  of  Australia. 
But  that  is  what  is  now  being  done.  We 
are  toAd  that  the  present  coalition  is  stronger 
than  the  last.  The  two  heads  of  the  Reid- 
McLean  Administration  were  said  to  be 
equal  in  al!  things  ;  on  this  occaaon  my  old 
leader  is  to  have  sole  power  and  responsi- 
bility. Yesterday,  according  to  the  news- 
papers, there  was  an  attempt  to  establish 
a  dual  (xmtTol,  by  making  the  honorable 
member  for  Parramatta  his  equal,  calling  the 
coalition  the  Deakin-Cook  Party.  That 
was  not  agreed  upon,  though,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  my  old  frioids  and  associates  might 
wdl  be  described  as  the  "  Deakin  cooked  " 
party.  Can  the  honorable  and  learned 
men^r  for  Parkes  be  expected  to  uphold 
the  principles  of  Protection  and  White 
Australia?  Yet  he  is  one  of  those  upon  whom 
they  rely.  T  have  no  desire  to  occupy  time, 
but  I  wish  to  justify  the  vote  which 
I  have  given,  and  to  explain  my  position. 
The  people  say  that  there  is  no  justification 
at  any  time  for  a  departure  fr<Hn  principle. 
When  one  is  pledged  to  principles  one 
should  observe  them,  no  matter  what  the 
consequences  may  he  politically,  person- 
ally, or  otherwise.  With  all  honesty,  T 
say  I  deeply  regret  the  step  which  my 
friends  have  tuen.  On  the  oocancm 
when'  the  Watson  Government  were 
deposed,  the  door  was  kept  open  for 
the  Liberal  Party  to  come  l»ck;  but 
this  time  it  will  be  dosed  for  ever.  The 


great  Liberal-Protectionist  Party  has  gone 
for  all  time ;  and  in  its  place  has  arisen  a 
conglomeration  of  all  the  elements — a 
"  necklace  of  negatives,"  as  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition  once  said — wreckers  of  all 
legislation  in  favour  of  Australia.  Speak- 
ing with  a  knowledge  of  some  of  those  men, 
I  again  warn  my  old  chief  that  if  he  places 
his  trust  in  them,  he  will  fuid,  as  he  found 
before,  that  they  will  not  be  l<^al,  but 
will  undermine  him  at  the  first  possible 
chance. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Bkown. — That  is  a  nice 

statement  to  make. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— 1  can  prove  it.  The 
honorable  member  has  allied  himself  with 
the  honorable  ntember  for  Parramatta  ;  and 
I  a^  whether  there  is  one  slide  in  the 
kaleidoscope  of  political  life  on  which  he 
has  not  appeared. 

Mr.  TiLLEV  Brown. — He  is  in  the 
national  Parliament  now. 

Mr.  CHANTER.  —  Where  honorablt 
men  and  nationalists  should  be — men  who 
are  not  for  New  South  Wales,  Victoria,  or 
any  atha  State,  but  for  the  nation.  '  Has 
the  hfxiorable  member  for  Parramatta  ever 
looked  beyond  his  own  little  constituency, 
or  the  environments  of  the  city  of  Sydney  ? 
History  is  repeated.  The  bcmorable  mem- 
ber at  one  time  ted  the  Labour  Party, 
while  the  right  honorable  member  for  East 
Sydnev  led  the  State  Government.  But  the 
"■ight  honorable  member  for  East  Sydney 
said  something,  I  kix>w  not  what,  to  the 
honorable  member  for  Parramatta,  to  the 
effect,  "  Cc»ne  away  frcxn  your  fellows, 
and  I  will  give  you  place  and  pay."  That 
offer  was  accepted ;  and  from  that  day  to 
this  the  honorable  member  for  Parramatta 
has  turned  against  the  principles  he  then 
advocated,  and  is  declared,  out  of  his  own 
mouth,  one  of  the  greatest  enemies  the 
Labour  Party  have  in  the  CommcHi wealth. 
Such  are  the  men  with  whom  my  friends  are 
associated.  They  are  honoral;le  members- 
honorable  in  more  than  the  mere  sense  in 
which  we  use  that  word  here.  Thev  are 
as  sincere  in  their  convictions  as  any  of  us ; 
and  they  are  consistent'  in  keeping  to  their 
pledges  and  convictions.  But  we  can  have 
no  respect  for  the  man  or  party  who 
changes  principles  for  oflice  or  personal 
gain.  I  sincerely  deplwe  the  action  which 
has  been  taken  to-dav  j  and  whether  it  be 
my  fate  or  not  to  lose  my  representative 
pc^tion  when  the  next  election  occurs,  I 
shall  go  out  of  Parliament  with  the  proud 
feeling  that,  ne\'er  in  the  whole  twenty-four 
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years  of  my  political  life,  have  I  departed 
from  my  political  faith,  or  played,  the 
traitor  to  lite  people  who  sent  me  here. 
sating  suspended  from  6.30  to  7.45  p.m, 
Mr.  STORRER  (Bass)  [7.45].— It  is 
not  my  intention  to  taJce  up  much  time  in 
discussing  the  moticHi  for  adjournment-  I 
regret  exceedingly  I  have  not  an  opportu- 
nity to  give  an  explanation  of  my  vote  this 
afternoon.  That  opportunity  has  been 
taken  away  by  the  tactics  adopted,  which 
'  I  deplwe,  as  I  always  have  deplored  any 
tactics  not  open  and  above  board.  Whether 
it  is  my  own  party,  or  any  other  that  is 
in  power,  I  believe  we  are  sent  here  as 
honorable  men  to  conduct  the  business  of 
Australia  in  a  straightforward  and  honor- 
able maimer,  and,  if  we  have  cause  to 
question  any  action  of  a  Ministry,  to  at- 
tack that  Ministry  openly.  I  contend  that, 
in  this  case,  that  plan  has  not  been 
adopted ;  and,  therefore,  I  voted  as  I  did 
this  afternoon,  and  as  I  ever  shall  do 
under  similar  circumstances  while  I  have 
the  honour  of  a  seat  here.  Whether  my 
time  here  be  Icxig  or  short  matters  little 
to  me.  If  it  were  not  fcnr  the  political 
opinions  I  hold,  I  ^ould  not  have  offered 
myself  as  a  candidate  for  the  representa- 
tion of  Bass;  but,  as  a  free-trader  repre- 
sented the  district,  and  as  I  was  a  pro- 
tectionist, I  thought  it  necessary  for  me, 
or  some  other  protectionist,  to  contest  the 
seat,  and,  as  I  did,  win  it.  I  am  here 
as  a  protectionist,  not  bound  to  any  party 
or  any  section  in  the  House;  and  although 
those  I  have  been  associated  with  as  strong 
protectionists  in  the  past  have  chosen  to 
leave  the  party  of  protection  and  join  with 
those  who  have  always  been  free-traders, 
I  could  not  fall  in  with  that  arrangement 
While  there  may  be  a  sort  of  mutual  ar- 
rangement on  a  few  planks,  we  know  that 
majority  rule  is  the  right  rule;  and  if  the 
majority  be  conservative  or  free-trade,  pro- 
tection is  not  likely  to  be  upheld  or  ad- 
vanced very  far.  Therefore,  I  could  not 
see  my  way  to  vote  with  honorable  mem- 
bers opposite  against  the  party  which 
assisted  the  Government  I  supported  for  so 
long.  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  document 
showing  the  good  wofk  done  by  the  Deakin 
Government ;  and  that  work  I  have  always 
regarded  with  pleasure.  The  number  of 
measures  placed  on  the  statute-book  by 
the  Deakin  Government  is  very  creditable 
indeed  for  the  time  they  were  m  office. 
But  who  gave  thai  Government  the  power? 
The  Labour  Party,  which  has  been  for- 
■laken  for  a  reason  wMch  has  not  been 


given ;  and  I  submit  that  a  Governmeat 
and  party,  the  manbers  of  which  have  been 
associated  in  the  doing  of  so  much  good 
work,  ought  not  to  be  abandoned  without 
rhyme  or  reascm.  The  only  reasm  I  have 
heard  advanced  for  the  vote  this  afternoon 
is  the  fact  that  it  will  have  the  effect  of 
putting  the  Labour  Goverimient  out.  So 
far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  shall  never  vote 
to  depose  any  Gorernment  until  some 
measure  is  brought  forward  of  which  I 
disapprove.  Whether  the  free-trade  or  any 
other  party  be  in  power,  I  shall  assist  theon 
so  long  as  their  measures  are  in  accOTd 
with  my  principles  and  (pinions.  On  a 
question  of  this  kind  we  stkould  put  aside 
all  party  and  individual  ill-feeling.  1  caii 
differ  from  any  member  of  the  House,  <x 
any  man  in  Australia,  and  yet  not^  "  fall 
out  "  with  him.  If  a  man  be  guilty  of 
something  I  consider  mean  or  contemptible 
I  should  not  trust  him  in  the  future,  but, 
at  the  same  time,  L  should  not  feel  inclined 
to  "  fall  out  "  with  him.  I  deeply  sympa- 
thize with  those  with  whom  I  have  been 
associated  in  the  past,  in  the  position  in 
which  they  now  find  themselves.  They 
think  it  necessary  f«  the  welfare  of  Aus- 
tralia to  join  those  who  have  always  dif' 
fered  fran  them ;  and  that  must  be  a  oill 
hard  to  swallow.  I  do  not  know  how  they 
like  the  company  they  are  in,  but  that  has 
nothing  to  do  with  me,  and  I  have  simply 
to  deal  with  the  facts  as  I  find  them. 
Whatever  I  may  say  on  this  occasion  will 
never  interfere  with  any  personal  friend- 
ship I  have  made  in  the  House,  ot  out  of 
it;  nor  do  1  look  cm  this  questiwi  as  ckjc 
affectinjj  myself.  I  know  that  a  certain 
section  of  the  press  will,  as  before,  state 
that  I  have  joined  the  Labour  Party. 
Ever  ^nce  I  have  taken  any  interest  in 
iralitics  I  have  always  been  democratic  in 
my  ideas,  and  was  a  liberal  and  a  protec- 
tionist before  there  was  a  labour  member 
in  Australia.  I  still  hold  those  views,  and 
will  support  democratic  measures.  Though 
not  a  member  of  the  Labour  Party — and 
I  never  shall  be — I  dc  not  blame  the  mem- 
bers  of  that  party  for  their  actions,  or  the 
way  in  which  they  transact  their  busing. 
If  the  Labour  Party  had  been  treated  as 
they  should  have  been,  I  do  not  think  I 
should  have  had  so  much  feeling  against 
scHue  hcHiorable  members  c^positej  but 
when  I  find  honorable  mombers  there 
making  statements,  in  which  they  show,  to 
put  it  mildly,  a  large  amount  of  ignor- 
atKe — I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  anything 
else  or  not— in  a?»pmy*b(P0gl^ 
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tain  acticms,  I  cannot  help  talcing  the  stand 
I  do.  There  are  many  members  of  the 
Labour  Party,  both  inside  and  out  of  Par- 
liament, whom  I  respect;  and  I  contend 
that  remarks  by  many  honorable  members 
<^q)osite  have  not  been  in  accordance  with 
fact,  or  right  or  fair  in  debating  political 
questions.  I  have,  therefwe,  always  felt 
a  little  sore  on  account  ot  the  attacks  irom 
honorable  members  opposite  on  the  Labour 
Party.  There  are  many  (Aservations  one 
would  like  to  make  on  an  occasion  of  this 
kind,  but  we  are  not  allowed  to  debate 
the  Governor- General's  speech,  or  enter 
into  a  consideraticm  of  the  proposals  of 
the  Labour  Government,  whether  we  a^ree 
or  disagree  with  them.  On  another  occa- 
sion, some  time  ago,  there  was  a  remark 
made  as  to  having  the  "  numbers  in  the 
bag,"  and,  though  great  exception  was 
taken  to  that  phrase  at  the  time,  I  must 
say  that  it  now  seems  as  though  it  nas 
a  case  of  the  kind,  and  that  the  Labour 
Government  have  to  go.  No  doubt  we 
shall  hear  what  measures  the  other  party 
will  bring  forward.  At  various  times  1 
supported  the  Reid  Administration,  as  I  did 
when  I  ctHisidered  thev  were  unfairly  at- 
tacked by  the  Labour  Party,  who  tried  to 
count  them  out 

Mr.  Page. — Is  the  honorable  member  not 
now  sorry  he  did  so? 

Mr.  STORRER.— No,  because  I  believe 
tiut  every  Government  is  in  power  by  the 
will  of  the  majority  of  the  House;  and, 
50  long  as  the  actions  of  Ministers  are 
straightforward  and  honorable,  and  their 
measures  are  in  accordance  with  my  wishes 
and  desires,  I  shall  support  them.  On  the 
other  hand,  I  would  oppose  measures  in- 
troduced by  my  best  friend  if  I  did  not 
approve  of  them.  In  the  State  House,  I 
always  advocated  measures,  and  not  men; 
and  if  we  had  more  of  that  ideal  and  less 
of  party  feeling  here,  the  better  it  would 
be  for  Australia.  During  the  last  six 
months  the  Labour  Ministers  have  been 
travelling  about  Australia,  while  I  think  it 
would  have  been  better  if  they  had  been 
attending  in  their  offices  to  the  business  of 
the  country.  However,  as  matters  are  at 
present,  they  are  bound  to  take  such  steps 
if  they  are  to  maintain  a  majority ;  and, 
while  I  consider  such  proceedings  a  mis- 
take, I  suppose  that  necessity  knows  no 
law,  and  that  where  the  public  drives 
TOmbers  must  go,  and  they  apparently  con- 
<»ve  it  to  be  their  duty  to  travel  and  en- 
Imi^^  the  public  on  the  country's  affairs. 


Under  the  present  system  we  have  so  many 
differrat  administrators  that  there  is  no 
wonder  the  administration  of  the  Public 
Departments  is  not  what  it  should  be. 
Since  the  inception  of  Federation,  we  have 
had  something  like  six  different  Treasurers, 
and  eight  or  nine  Ministers  of  Defence.  The 
present  Minister,  during  the  last  six  months, 
has  worked  very  hard,  and  endeavoured  to 
master  every  detail  of  the  work  of  his  De- 
partment. The  Government  propose  that 
he  shall  go  to  England  to  attend  a  Con- 
ference there,  ibut  we  are  told  now  that  he 
is  not  to  go. 

Mr.  Fisher.— I  have  heard  that  that  is 
the  reason  for  the  action  against  us.  I 
do  not  know  whether  or  not  that  is  true. 

Mr.  Deakin. — Not  at  all. 

Mr.  STORRER— The  Minister  of  De- 
fence, we  are  told,  is  not  now  to  attend  the 
Conference  in  England-  In  his  seat,  we  are 
to  have  an  honorable  member  who  will  at- 
tend the  Conference  after  holding  office  as 
Minister  of  Defence  foj-  perhaps  a  dav  or 
a  week.  He  is  to  be  sent  home,  although 
he  will  not  have  the  experience  that  the 
present  Minister  possesses.  This  is  another 
illustration  of  the  evils  of  the  present  sys- 
tem of  party  government.  I  hope  to  see  the 
day  when  this  party  system  wilt  be  done 
away  with,  and  when  we  shall  ha\e  as  Min- 
ister of  Defence,  or  as  Treasurer,  the  best 
inan  for  the  post  in  the  whole  Par- 
liament. It  is  useless,  however,  to 
labour  these  questions  at  the  jjresent 
time._  and  I^  shall  be  content  to 
explain  my  position.  I  am  a  member  nf 
the  Liberal  Democratic  and  Protectionist 
party,  and  as  such  am  not  going  to  be  led 
into  a  party  where  the  Liberals  will  ht; 
dominated  bv  a  majority  holding  diiTerent 
views.  I  intend  to  retain  mv  indopenticnr? 
as  a  member  of  this  House'  I  shall  offer 
nriyself  for  re-election,  whaiever  the  elt-c- 
tion  takes  place,  and  if  I  am  not  returntii, 
I  shall  be  content  to  stay  at  home  and  to 
attend  to  my  own  business. 

Mr.  WISE  (Gippsland)  [7-59]— I  regret 
that  it  is  only  by  taking  advaiit.i-e  of  liie 
forms  of  the  House  I  can  express  mv 
reasons  for  the  vote  tliat  I  gave  this  after- 
noon in  connexion  with  the  displacement  of 
the  Ministry.  That  action  was  for  two 
reasons  a  momentous  one.  In  the  first 
place,  I  was  supporting  a  Ministry  formed 
by  a  party  to  which  I  do  not  belong,  and, 
in  the  second,  I  was  severing  myself  from 
the  party  with  which  I  havt^beenxonnected 
in    this    House    gi?ili^4faV'^^5i,  and 
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in  the  country  throughout  my  life.  Two 
things  had  to  occur  before  I,  as  a  member 
of  the  Liberal  Party,  could  take  a  seat  on 
the  Opposition  benches.  The  Liberal  Party 
had  first  of  all  to  terminate  their  connexion 
with  the  Labour  Party.  What  is  that  con- 
nexion, and  what  was  its  basis?  On  27th 
November  last,  the  honorable  member  for 
Ballarat,  in  a  calm  and  telling  speech, 
pcnnted  out  the  many  blunders  that  the  Op- 
position made  on  the  famous  day  when  the 
present  Prime  Minister  moved  what  was 
taken  as  an  expression  of  want  of 
confidence  in  the  Deakin  Administra- 
tion. The  hffliorable  member  for  Bal- 
larat impressed  upon  the  House  the  fact 
that  rabid  anti-Labour  members,  contrary  to 
all  their  professions,  had  voted  on  that  oc- 
casion to  put  a  Labour  Ministry  in  office. 
Those  hcmorable  members  retaliated  by  say- 
ing that  the  honorable  member  had  kept 
them  there.  His  reply  was:  "That  is  a 
fair  statement  of  the  position.  We  will 
keep  them  there  as  long  as  they  carry  out 
our  policy."    He  went  on  to  say — 

If,  in  the  future,  we  find  that  the  proposali 
of  the  Government  cause  us  embarrassment,  and 
undulv  restrain  our  freedom,  we  shall  not  sup- 
port it.  If  its  programme  places  us  in  a  fiHse 
position  in  rcg.ird  to  owr  constituents,  or  if  I 
cannot  control  the  hostile  criticism  of  my  fol- 
lowers, we  must  withdraw  our  support.  . 

'He  also  said — 

They— 
the  Labour  Party — 

are  free  from  any  obligation  to  us,  just  as  we 
were  free  of  obligation  to  them.  They  will  take 
the  course  which  they  believe,  in  accordance 
with  their  principles,  to  be  most  advantageous 
to  the  country,  and  by  that  they  will  be  judged. 
I1  a  similar  manner  the  whole  Opposition,  and 
also  honorable  members  in  this  comer,  who  are 
not  included  in  the  direct  Government  party, 
will  be  properly  judged  by  their  conduct  as  they 
offer  factious  resistance  to  reasonable  proposals, 
or  give  them  the  support  they  deserve.  We  can- 
■not  avoid  being  judged  bv  this  standard,  and  we 
ought  to  be  judged  by  it. 

I  fullv  indorse  that  statement  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  party.  But  what  is  the  present 
position  ?  I  understand  that  the  reason  for 
the  sewrance  of  the  Liberal  Party  from  the 
LaJx>ur  Partv  is  that  our  seats  are  bang 
attacked  in  the  country.  Immunity  from 
c)pposition  was  no  part  of  our  premise  of 
support  to  the  present  Government.  We 
made  no  such  request,  because,  for  one 
reason,  we  knew  that  the  Ministry  could 
not  grant  it. 

Mr.  Deakin. — And  that  we  would  not  ac- 
cept it,  even  if  it  were  crffered  to  us. 

Mr.  WISE.— Quite  so.  Such  an  agree- 
ment was  never  contemplated.    We  did  not 


even  discuss  the  matter.  We  knew  that  the 
Ministry  could  not  grant  us  immunity  from 
opposition  in  view  of  the  experience  of  the- 
party  when  the  honorable  member  tor 
South  Sydney,  as  Prime  Minister,  gave  a 
pledge  thai  was  ruthlessly  ignored  by  the 
Labour  leagues  in  this  State.  No  one 
would  think  of  asking  a  Government  for 
that  which  they  could  not  grant. 

•Mr.  Watkins.— The  honorable  member 
for  South  Sydney  nev^er  promised  im- 
munity. 

Several  honorablt  member t  interfeeting, 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  remarks  just 
made  across  the  chamber  are  more  than 
usually  disorderly.  Conversations  between 
iKxiorable  members  on  the  two  sides  of  the 
House,  and  not  addressed  to  the  honorable 
member  who  is  speaking,  must  entirely 
cease. 

Mr.  Bruce  Suith. — Why  ^ould  the 
honwable  member  reveal  these  secrets  ? 

Mr.  WISE.— There  is  no  secret  about 
the  matter.  I  was  not  a  member  of  the 
House  on  the  occaatxi  to  which  I  refer, 
but  I  gathered  as  an  outsider  that  such 
a  pledge  was  given.  If  my  impression  is 
wrtHig,  I  shall  not  press  it.  What  has 
happened  since  the  present  Goverimient  took 
office  to  necessitate  the  proposed  change? 
We  allowed  them  to  go  into  recess  to  ad- 
minister the  affairs  of  the  country,  and  to 
prepare  a  programme  for  the  forthcoming 
sessicHi.  It  seems  to  me  that  that  act  on 
our  part  also  carried  with  it  the  propoti- 
tion  that  they  should  be  allowed  to  si^niit 
their  programme  to  the  House,  and  tbat^ 
as  the  btmorable  member  for  Ballant 
stated  (HI  the  oocaaon  to  which  I  have  re- 
ferred, they  dHHild  be  judged  by  tfaeir 
actions,  and  the  programme  that  they 
thought  fit  to  bring  forward.  TBe  honor- 
able member  for  Ballarat  said  that  if  the 
proposals  of  the  Government — 

cause  us  embarrassment  and  unduly  restrain  our 
freedom,  we  shall  not  support  it. 

I  have  beard  no  statement  as  to  what  par- 
ticular proposal  made  by  the  Government 
is  likely  to  embarrass  us'ot  to  restrain  our 
freedom.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  was  iteoes- 
sary  that  th^  should  bring  down  thdr  jho- 
posals,  and  that  as  reasonable  mea  we 
should  deal  with  them  on  their  merits. 
There  are  in  His  Excellency's  speech  pro- 
posals that  I  shall  not  support — prOfSmaJs 
that  I  am  prepared  to  vote  against,  It- 
gardless  of  whether  my  vote  does  or  does 
not  bring  about  the  downfall  of  the  Minis- 
try.   But  there  D«ji»edO|n»flC>0^e  I  and 
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«very  memlier  of  the  Liberal  Party  will 
foe  prepared  to  support.  In  the  interests 
of  the  country,  it  seems  to  me  that  the 
Govenunenl  should  be  allowed  to  go  on 
with  them.  I  confess  I  do  not  know  of 
any  act  of  administraticoi  by  the  Govem- 
rnent  that  would  justify  our  turning  tb^ 
out  of  office.  It  is  true  that  I  heard  the 
statement — ccmoeived  in  the  great  states- 
manlike mind  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Fawkner — "  they  have  raised  the 
telephone  rates,"  but  I  can  scarcely 
unagioe  that  a&  n  reason  for  displacing 
ibe  Government  of  the  day.  I  do  not 
know  whether  or  not  their  new  proposals 
in  regard  to  the  telephone  rates  are  alwo- 
lirtely  fair,  but  I  do  know  that  the  people 
residing  in  country  districts  will  be  glad 
of  some  arrangement  that  will  enable  them 
10  obtain,  not  exchanges,  but  telephone 
lines  in  remote  isolated  parts  of  Australia 
»bere  they  cannot  now  be  obtained, 
although  the  people  are  prepared  to  give 
the  necessary  guarantees,  and  to  contribute 
half  the  cost  of  construction. 

Mr.  Livingston. — We  cannot  obtain 
than,  even  in  cases  where  the  people  have 
paid  their  proportion  of  the  cost. 

Mr.  WISE.— That  is  so.  With  the  ex- 
<*ptiOT  of  the  state^anlike  idea  (xtm^ived 
by  the  honorable  member  for  'Fawkner — 
and  that  can  hardly  be  a  matter  of  national 
importance— I  have  heard  of  no  complaint 
regarding  the  administration  of  the  affairs 
of  the  Commraiwealth  by  the  present  Go- 
wnuncnt  that  would  justify  our  turning 
twrn  out  of  aOoe.  Then,  again,  I  hold 
that  they  ,  should  have  been  permitted  to 
submit  their  prc^Kwals  to  Parliament.  Our 
party,  as  recorded  in  the  public  press, 
MTC  time  ago  made  a  request  to  the 
Pnroe  Minister  to  call  Parliament  together 
at  an  early  date.  I  concurred  in  that  re- 
luest,  which  was  made  for  the  reason  that 
we  desired  that  the  Parliament  should  get 
to  work  as  soon  as  pos^ble  in  view  of  the 
volume  of  business  to  be  transacted 
before  the  close  of  the  sessioa  The  Go- 
«rnment  did  not  call  Parl^pment  together 
«rher  than  they  intended,  and  the  time  at 
JOT  disposal,  consequently,  is  less  than  we 
had  hoped  to  have.  Yet  how  is  it  pro- 
P«ed  to  spend  that  time?  Instead  of 
PoAii^  on  with  business  we  are  to  have 
an  adjournment  extending  over  a  fortnight 
towable  a  new  Ministry  to  prepare  for  the 
*f"fk  of  the  session.  When  it  meets  the 
I  suppose  we  shall  have  an  almost 
♦odkss  discussion  on  the  opening  policy 
*P«cb  of  the  new  Prime  Minister.  That, 


It  seems  to  me,  is  inconsistent  with  the  ap- 
peal which  we  made  for  an  earlv  meeting 
of  Parliament  in  order  that  the  business  of 
the  country  might  be  expedited.    Let  us 
turn  now  to  the  Government  programme 
and  see  what  it  contains.      It  includes  a 
non-party  measure  dealing  with  a  question 
of  supreme  importance  that  has  been  await- 
ing the  attention  of  this  Parliament  from 
the  inception  of  Federation,  and  which  I 
am  afraid  will  be  dealt  with  too  late.  I 
refer  to  the  measure  relating  to  the  defence 
of  Australia.    The  Government  have  made 
proposals  based  practically  on  the  lines  of 
those  made  by  the  Liberal  Party.  They 
are  somewhat  extended,  and  I  think  that 
the  present  leader  of  the  Oppositicn  said 
at  Toowoomba  that  they  were  a  very  ex- 
delient  set  of  proposals.    That  measure 
could  be  discussed  by  us  from  a  non-party 
point  of  view.    It  is  the  duty  of  every  hon- 
oraWe  member  to  so  discuss  it.    It  should 
be  dealt  with  without  a  moment's  delay; 
out  It  IS  to  be  set  aside  and  to  remain  in 
abeyance  longer  than  it  should.    That  seems 
to  me  to  be  at  least  one  wrong  that  we 
should  do  by  further  postponing  the  trans- 
action of  public  business.    I  agree  with  the 
vifws  expressed  by  the  honorable  member 
tor  Bass  m  regard  to  the  wav  in  whidi 
Ministries  aie  made  and  unmade.    I  have 
lOTg  been  opposed  to  the  prt^wsed  system 
of  elective    Ministries,    because  I  have 
doubted  whether  it  would  cure  the  evils  at 
whic^  it  aims;  but  our  experience  of  the 
last  few  days  has  made  me  a  convert  to  the 
pnnaple.    I  am  prepared  to  support  a 
system  of  elective  Ministries,  or  any  other 
that  will  put  an  end  to  the  present  system 
of  carrying  on  the  business  of  the  Common- 
wealth Parliament.    It  was  an  unholy  alli- 
ance that  put  the  Labour  Partv  into  power, 
It  IS  an  equally  unholy  allianc^  that  i^cut- 
ting  them  out.    There  was  something  more 
that  had  to  happen  before  I  could  ^ 
my  seat  on  the  Opposition  side  of  the 
House  and  that  was  that  I  should  become 
a  member  of  the  coalition,  combination,  or 
fuMon,    as  It  is  called.    No  one  has  yet 
oefoied  the  difference  between  fusion  ^d 
coalition,  and  "  coalitioi  "  is  good  enough 
for  me      At  the  last  general  election  I 
pledged  myself  that  r  would  under  no  con- 
ditions support  a  ooalirion  between  my 
leader  and  the  then  leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion.    I  have  also  stated,  during  the  last 
three  months,  on  nineteen  or  twenty  plat- 
forms that  on  no  consideration  would  I 
support  a  coalition  betweenTiut  Uadfer  and 
the  honorable  meofifegt^efd^^^ygS'ta  I 
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said  that  if  we  were  to  have  a  sound, 
progresMve  Government,  it  must  be  a  Go- 
vernment with  well-defined  principles — a 
Government  firmly  believing  in  those  prin- 
ciples,  and  determined  to  give  effect 
to  them  at  the  earliest  moment. 
Such  a  party  could  never  be  formed  from 
a  Coalition  Party.  I  shall  never  support 
a  party  membership  of  which  in- 
volves great  sacrifice  of  principle.  It 
has  been  said  that  my  late  colleagues 
are  sacrificing  no  principles.  I  am  glad 
to  think  that  they  are  not  domg  so, 
and  if  the  programme  as  drawn  up  is  car- 
ried out  in  the  spirit  as  well  as  in  the  let- 
ter, they  will  not  have  sacrificed  any ;  but 
there  is  another  party  to  the  coalition,  or 
two  parties,  and  they  are  going  to  make  a 
tremendous  sacrifice  of  the  principles  of  a 
life-time.  Those  men  have  in  this  House 
and  on  various  platforms  throughout  Aus- 
tralia condemned  almost  everv  one  of  the 
proposals  that  to-day  they  have  swallowed. 
Of  course,  it  may  be  that  they  honestly  in- 
tend to  carry  out  these  new  ideas,  and  that 
they  have  surrendered  their  principles  and 
olfered  themselves  up  for  the  good  of  the 
country.  If  they  have,  this  will  be  known 
for  ever  in  the  history  of  Australia  as  the 
time  of  the  great  renunciation ;  but  I  have 
had  too  much  experience  of  mankind  as  :i 
politician  and  a  lawyer  to  have  any  faith 
in  the  idea  that  these  men  are  saints  come 
down  from  Heaven  to  renounce  their  prin- 
ciples for  the  good  of  the  country.  1  ven- 
ture to  say  that  the  result  will  be  that  my 
colleagues  will  endeavour  to  carry  out  the 
principles  that  they  have  always  adhered 
to  and  which  they  believe  in,  but  will  find 
themselves  restrained.  The  position  is  the 
most  extraordinary  that  I  have  seen  in  the 
history  of  politics  in  this  State  or  in  the 
Commonwealth,  because,  although  I  have 
been  only  a  short  time  in  the  HoUse,  the 
study  of  politics  has  been  my  only  hdsby, 
and  I  have  followed  it  closely  since  I  was 
a  boy  of  fourteen.  We  have  to-day  the 
spectacle  of,  I  think,  thirty-two  members 
going  down  on  their  principles  to  a  little 
band  of  ten — a  band  which  they  declared 
in  this  House  and  on  every  platform  to  be 
a  disappearing  i?arty.  Are  their  actions  in 
consonance  with  their  statement  that  it 
was  a  disappearing  party  ?  It  seems  to  me 
that  some  of  them — particularly  the  Vic- 
twian  members,  whcma  I  krow  best— are 
in  desperate  dread  concerning  their 
own  seats.  They  got  in  at  the  last 
election  by  posing  as  protectionists, 
and    want    to    get    in    at    the  next 
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by  posing  as  Liberals.  I  for  one  am  not 
prepared  to  allow  them  to  carry  that  flag 
in  my  company,  and  I  am  afraid  that  their 
liberalism  will  be  about  as  effective  as  their 
protection  was  when  the  Tariff  was  under 
consideration.  The  whole  of  those  thirty- 
two  men  go  down  cm  thdr  Icnees  to  this 
disappearing  Liberal  Party,  and  say, 
"Save  us,  good  Liberals,  save  us;  we  will 
accept  all  your  principles,  at  variance  with 
ours  though  they  be."  And  still  nxxe 
amazing,  they  say,  "We  thirty-two  will  go 
down  and  let  you  ten  have  the  leader.'*  It  is 
not  to  be  an  equal-in-all-things  arrangement, 
but  the  leader  is  to  be  taken  from  the  ten, 
and,  I  believe — although,  of  course,  I  know 
nothing  of  this — that  the  ten  are  to  have 
an  equal  number  of  members  in  the  Cabi- 
net, judging  from  what  I  saw  in  one  of  the 
papers.  It  is  a  positicm  that  I  confess  I 
have  no  faith  in,  and  the  action  taken  to- 
day confirms  me  in  the  grave  doubts  I  had 
as  to  the  exercise- of  the  power  of  thirtv- 
two  over  ten,  because  I  am  satisfied  that 
none  of  my  late  colleagues  were  guilty  of 
originating  the  cruel  treatment  extended 
to  us,  their  old  colleagues,  when  an 
endeavour  was  made  to  gag  us,  and 
deny  us  the  right  to  address  our- 
selves to  the  House  and  put  our- 
selves right  with  the  country.  T  felt  that 
more  than  anything  that  has  happened  in 
this  House,  and  I  say  sincerely  that  1  am 
satisfied  that  in  that  matter  our  ten  were 
over-bome  by  the  other  thirty-two.  llie 
best  proof  of  that  lies  in  the  fact  that  it 
was  not  one  of  the  ten  that  moved  the  gag. 
but  one  of  the  direct  Opposition,  and  cei- 
tainly  they  could  have  selected  no  more 
fitting  man  to  do  it  than  the  small-minded 
monber  for  Woitworth.  I  have  the  most 
perfect  faith  in  my  late  colleagues.  I 
parted  with  them  as  friends,  and  I  hope 
to  retain  their  friendship  as  I  trust  they 
will  retain  mine.  We  can  differ  politically 
without  being  bad  friends,  and  I  hope  I 
have  said  nothing  to-day  to  make  our  dif- 
ferences a  matter  of  personal  feeling.  I 
believe  they  have  done  what  they  think 
to  be  best  in  the  interests  of  the  coun- 
try, and  I  am  satisfied  that  they  will  give 
me  credit  for  the  same  motive.  We 
on  this  side  are  now  left  as  four  separate 
individuals,  and  can  hardly  be  called  a 
party.  The  Liberal  Party  may  be  said 
almost  to  have  ceased  to  exist.  But  I  in- 
tend to  carry  out  the  principles  that  1 
pledged  myself  on  the  platform  tasupportf 
no   matter    frvaiaiti^e«MMQ(0§i^  they 
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come.  If  the  new  Govenunent  bring 
in  the  measures  which  tbey  profess  them- 
selves ready  to  bring  in,  and  which  are  in 
their  programme,  and  if  I  approve  of  the 
details  of  those  measures,  I  shall  support 
them  as  heartily  as  though  they  came  frcan 
a  straight-out  Liberal  Government.  I  have 
reoeired  no  promise  of  immunity  from  any 
party  in  this  country.  I  have  never 
ask^  it  from  them.  I  did  not  connect  my- 
self at  the  time  of  the  election  with  any 
association — ciericaU  sectarian,  or  anything 
else— except  the  Liberal  Party  to  which  I 
used  to  belong  and  to  whi(^  I  hope  I  still 
beloog.  I  am  prepared  at  the  next  election, 
without  asking  immunity  from  any  one,  to 
go  before  my  ccmstituents  and  tell  them  that 
I  have  carried  out  my  pledges.  I  may  be 
met  with  a  three-como-ed  fight  or  straight- 
out  cq>positi(ni,  and  be  defeated.  I  shall 
not  regret  it,  although  I  suffered  five  de- 
feats in  the  interests  of  my  party,  and  was 
a  long  time  befwe  I  got  a  seat  in  Parlia- 
meat.  I  was  proud  to  win  it  in  a  big 
straight-out  fight,  free  from  personalities — 
perhai»  the  biggest  fight  that  was  made 
for  my  party  in  VicK»ia.  In  winning  it, 
1  did  what  I  ccxisidered  was  the  greatest 
good  for  my  party,  in  defeating  the  most 
dangerous  opponent  that  they  had.  I  am 
prepared  now,  and  at  any  time,  to  sacrifice 
seat  after  seat  rather  than  sacrifice  or  de- 
viate from  ray  principles.  I  shall  be  satis- 
fied if  I  do  go  down  to  be  able  to  say 
"I  have  fought  the  fight;  I  have  kept  the 
faith." 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS  (Cook)  [8.19].— I  lis- 
tened to  the  new  leader  of  the  Opposition 
lo-dav  charging  the  present  Government 
irith  brinfiinp  in  a  proRramme  for  purely 
show  purposes.  I^t  us  ascertain  what  the 
honorable  ir.ember  brought  forward  in  the 
GoNernor-General's  speech  at  the  opening 
of  last  session,  and  see  whether  there  is 
any  more  show  and  make-believe  in  what 
the  present  Government  put  forward  than  in 
what  he  put  forward  then. 

Mr.  Deakin. — I  did  not  use  the  words 
"shmv"  or  "make-believe."  I  said 
simply  that  it  was  far  too  long  a  pro- 
gramme to  be  dealt  with  this  session. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— Let  us  apply  the 
bonwable  nKmber'.s  own  terms  to  his  own 
programme. 

Mr.  Deakin. — Exactly.  But  there  were 
two  sesst<nis  then  to  come. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.  —  The  honorable 
member  brought  down  proposals  for: — 

I.  Naval  Defence. 

a.  Military  Defence. 


3.  Northern  Territory  Transfer. 

4.  High  Commissioner  Appointment. 

5.  Land   and   Buildings   for   High  Commis- 

sioner. 

6.  Penny  Postage. 

7.  Federal  Capital, 

8.  New  Protection. 

9.  Navigation  Laws. 
10.  Agricultural  Bureau. 
It.  Iron  Industry. 

ta.  Immigration. 

13.  Companies  Bill- 

14.  Bankrupcy  Bill. 
i|.  Bills  of  Exchange. 

16.  Marine  Insurance. 

17.  Electoral  Bills. 

18.  Odier  Important  AdministratiTe  Measures. 

That  is  the  programme  which  the 
honorable  member  put  forward  for 
one  session,  and  yet  he  has  the 
audacity  to  say  to-day  that  what  is  pro- 
posed in  the  Governor- General's  speech 
this  session  is  for  show  purposes,  and  that 
the  Ministry  know  that  they  have  no  means 
of  carrying  it  out.  I  was  present  at  a  re- 
cent meeting  in  Sydney  at  which  the  honor- 
able member  based  his  opposition  to  the 
Prime  Minister's  Gympie  programme  on  the 
ground  that  the  Ministry  were  not  able  to 
finance  it.  I  listened  in  this  House  last 
October  to  the  right  honorable  member  for 
East  Sydney  on  a  motion  of  censure  against 
the  Deakin  Ministry  in  regard  to  their  finan- 
cial proposals,  making  practically  the  same 
charge  against  the  then  Prime  Minister,  and 
ur^inft  with  much  more  effect  the  same 
objections  as  the  honorable  member  himself 
urged  against  the  Gvmpie  programme.  The 
honorable  member  wanted  to  carry  out  an 
expensive  naval  and  compulsorv  military 
defence  sch«ne>  the  transfer  of  the  North- 
em  Territory,  which  would  cost  a 
large  sum  of  money,  the  establish- 
ment of  a  High  CommissitMiei  in 
London,  with  expmsive  buildings,  and 
penny  postage,  whidi  it  was  esti- 
mated would  compel  him  to  sacrifice  about 
;^30o,ooo  a  year  in  revenue,  together  with 
all  those  other  large  commitments  to  which 
I  have  referred ;  and  yet  the  honorable 
member  did  not  bring  down  one  proposal  of 
any  description  to  find  the  money  for  any 
one  of  them.  He  did  not  even  propose  to 
procure  anything  frwn  a  land  tax.  In  raising 
the  objections  that  this  Government  have 
put  forward  a  programme  merely  for  show 
purposes,  and  that  they  have  not  pro- 
vided proposals  to  raise  the  money 
to  carry  it  out.  the  honorable  member  must 
be  speaking  with  his  tongue  in  his  cheek, 
especially  when  we  remember  the  »tuation 
in  which  he  found  himSSlf .jOnW^  few 
months  ago.  It  appears  that  tn^Cntorable 
member,  having  given  his  word  to  suppo"* 
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this  Ministry  whai  it  took  office,  turned 
round  the  moment  it  was  in  office  to  find 
reasons  for  assassinating  it.  The  question 
has  been  asked  here  time  after  time  why 
the  Deakin  Ministry  were  put  out  of  office 
last  session,  and  I  shall  mention  a  few  ot 
the  reasons  which  actuated  me  on  that  occa- 
sion. The  first  was  the  maladministration 
of  the  White  Australia  laws.  While  the 
Prime  Minister  was  in  London  the 
right  honorable  member  for  Swan 
was  apoointed  acting  P  rime  Minister, 
and  brought  in  amended  regulations 
which  enabled  some  employers  of 
labour  in  the  northern  parts  of  W^tern 
Australia,  and  also  in  the  northern  parts  of 
Queensland  to  introduce  fresh  and  ad- 
<liti<Hial  <»Ioured  labour  under  contract. 
Complaints  were  made  in  this  House 
time  after  time  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Herbert  of  the  increase 
of  coloured  labour  in  Australia.  Yet 
that  Ministry,  who  were  supposed  to  be 
pledged  to  the  maintenance  of  a  White 
Australia,  and  a  sympathetic  administration 
of  the  White  Australia  laws,  enabled  that 
increase  of  coloured  labour  to  take  place 
under  contract  to  certain  employers.  When 
.approached  on  occasion  after  occasi<wi  at 
ithe  instance  of  our  party,  and  asked  to  re- 
peal the  regulations  brought  in  by  the  richt 
2ion(»rabIe  member  for  Swan,  and  to  pre- 
vent the  increase  of  coloured  labour^  the 
Ministry  absolutely  did  nothing. 

Sir  John  Forrest.  —  The  honorable 
member  is  romancing  now. 

Mr*  J.  H.  CATTS,— The  statistics  of 
Western  Australia  make  the  right  honor- 
able member's  denials  of  no  effect.  The 
maladministration  of  the  Deakin  Govern- 
ment in  regard  to  the  laws  for  preserving  a 
White  Australia  was  a  sufficient  reason  for 
its  expulsi<»i  from  office. 

Sir  John  Forrest. ^ — Has  the  administra- 
tion of  those  laws  been  altered  since? 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.  "It  was  altered 
directly  the  present  Go\ernment  came  into 
power.  The  Forrest  regulation  was  imme- 
diately lesdnded.  The  ex- Prime  Minister 
cannot  deny  this  charge. 

Mr.  Deakin. — There  has  been  no  altera- 
tion of  administration  worth  mentioning 
since  we  left  office.  We  had  discovered 
their  new  devices  and  caught  their  first 
batcheik 

Several  honorahU  tnembers  interjecting, 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— While  an  interjection 
addressed  to  the  member  who  is  speaking  is 
tolerable    under    certain  circumstances, 


especially  if  it  elidts  information,  conversa- 
tions in  loud  tones  between  other  honoc. 
able  members  are  most  embarrassing^  and 
very  disturbing,  to  a  speaker.  I  must  ask 
iKxwrable  members  to  discontinue  such  in- 
terjections as  are  now  being  made.  The\' 
are  far  worse  than  ordinary  interjections. 

Mr.  J.  H  CATTS.— Honorable  mem-  j 
bers  oppcsite  seem  to  find  it  difficult  to  ' 
keep  the  spirit  of  their  agreement  to  pre-  | 
serve  silence.  They  keep  it  to  the  letter 
by  not  rising  to  speak,  but  they  cannot  re-  j 
sist  the  temptation  to  make  speeches  by  j 
interjection.  If  the  pranises  on  which  the  i 
coalition  has  been  built  are  observed  in  the  I 
same  fashion,  thii  unholy  alliance 
wilt  break  up  in  the  near  future. 
In  the  six  mcHiths  during  which  the  Labour 
Ministry  has  been  in  power,  twice  as  much 
smuggled  opium  has  been  discovered  and 
ocxifiscated  as  was  taken  during  the  [Reced- 
ing twelve  months  of  the  Deakin  Adminis- 
tratitm,  and  similar  results  were  obtained 
from  the  measures  to  prevent  the  smuggling 
in  of  Chinamen.  What  has  taken  place 
during  the  last  six  months  shows  that  the 
late  Government  was  not  too  vigilant  in  its 
eifwts  to  keep  Australia  white.  I  am  sorr\- 
that  the  new  leader  of  the  Oppo^tion  is  not 
now  present,  because  I  wish  to  say  that  be 
obtained  frmn  me,  when  the  Tariff  was  tinder 
omsideration,  a  number  of  votes  which  were 
secured  under  false  pretences.  Time  and 
again  I  asked  him  whether,  if  it  were  found 
that  the  New  Protection  could  not  be  ap- 
plied to  certain  parts  of  the  Tariff,  honor- 
able members  would  be  given  an  op[)or- 
tunity  to  reconsider  particular  votest 
and  he  invariably  and  unhesitatingly 
answered  "  Yes."  Yet  no  oppwtunity  for 
reconsideration  was  afforded.  Members  of 
the  Opposition,  especially  repretentatives 
from  New  South  Wales,  have  urged  that 
the  present  Tariff  does  not  represent  the 
wishes  of  the  public,  yet  they  are  now  pre- 
pared to  swallow  it  without  providing  pro- 
tecti(Mi  for  the  workers  in  the  assisted  in- 
dustries. The  new  protection  whidi  the 
Conservative  Party  now  accept  is  such  as 
will  suit  Mr.  Beale,  Mr.  Farleigh,  and 
other  rich  employers.  When  they  denred 
information  on  the  subject,  did  they  con- 
sult the  workmen  interested  as  well  as  the 
employers,  as  to  what  proposals  would  be 
fair  ?  No.  Yet  we  leam  from  the 
daily  press  that  they  consulted  the  re- 
presentatives of  the  Employers'  Federa- 
tion^  who  are  said  to  have  greatly  assisted 
in  enlightening  them.  The  schenie  which 
the  honorable  member  foPlSi^iLrat  nonr 
puts  fcMTward  is  as  far  from  thai  embodied 
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in  his  original  memorandum  on  tte  subject 
as  is  tie  mocm  from  the  earth.  The  manu* 
facturers  are  to  have  immediate  statutory 
protection,  but  when  it  comes  to  the  work- 
ers' share,  all  they  will  be  allowed  is  that 
tb^  may  go  in  secticms  to  the  Courts  of 
the  country  and  fight  for  their  rights 
ajtainst  the  wealth  and  affluence  of  the 
manufacturing  princes.  It  is  men  like 
the  hooOTable  and  learned  member  for 
Parkes,  the  hcwrorable  member  fw  Fawk- 
ner,  the  chairman  of  the  Employers' 
FederaticMi,  and  tlie  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Flinders,  famous  for  his  tyran- 
nous treatment  of  Victoian  Railway  em- 
ployes, who  are  to  fraiq^  a  new 
protection  policy  in  the  interests  of  the 
poor  working  men  of  Australia.  Another 
reason  why  I  voted  to  put  the  Deakin  Go- 
v-ernment  <Mit  of  office  was  its  maladminis- 
tration of  the  Department  of  the  Post- 
man-General. Notwithstanding  frequent 
complaints,  thai  Ministry  continued  to  hand 
back  to  the  States  money  which  was  needed 
for  placing  the  postal,  telegraphic,  and  tele- 
pboiiic  services  into  good  working  order, 
fcd  paying  decent  wages.  It  also 
refused  to  impose  a  land  tax,  to 
nationalize  the  ircm  industry,  and  to  give 
full  political  and  civil  rights  to  the  public 
aerraDts  of  the  Coounonweatth.  Those 
were  further  reasons  why  I  wted  against 
it._  The  moment  that  the  Labour  !(finistry 
gained  office  it  allowed  the  public  servants 
(tf  Australia  to  take  part  freely,  not  merely 
in  municipal  and  State  politics,  but  also  in 
the  national  rxjlitics  of  Australia. 

Mr.  Hensy  Willis. — Did  they  not  al- 
ready enjoy  that  right? 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS. — No;  it  was  given 
to  them  imder  a  new  regulation. 

Mr.  Henry  Wilus. — They  enjoved 
Ftaity  of  freedcxn  before  the  new  rela- 
tion was  passed,  because  the  old  regulation 
was  a  dead  letter. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CAJTS.— From  the  honor- 
able member's  interjection  I  gather  he 
would  restore  the  gag  on  public  servants. 
Coming  to  the  fusion,  or  coalition, 
whidi  has  brought  together  those  whose 
political  principles  are  as  far  apart 
as  the  poles,  I  w«ild  pgint  out 
that  at  the  last  elections  the  two  new 
teadere,  the  honcwable  and  learned  member 
for  Ballarat  and  the  honorable  member  for 
Parramatta,  declared  themselves  to  be  op- 
posed on  principles  vitally  affecting  the  wel- 
fare of  the  Commonwealth.  Now  the  ad- 
vocacy of  those  principles  is  abandoned, 
without  reference  to  their  constituents,  and 


they  have  rushed  into  a  coalition,  not  to 
give  effect  to  a  policy,  but  to  eject  Labour 
Ministers  frwn  office,  and  to  get  their  own 
heads  into  the  Treasury  nosebag.  The 
honorable  member  for  Parramatta  has 
been  an  advocate  of  free-trade,  though 
his  career  has  shown  that  he  is  at 
aJI  times  ready  to  throw  aside  poli- 
tical principles  whtti  by  doing  so 
he  can  gain  office.  Wnen  a  leading  and 
trusted  member  of  the  New  South  Wales 
Labour  Party,  he  desertefi  his  party  and  his- 
principles  to  accept  the  position  and  emolu- 
ments of  Postmaster-General  in  a  Go- 
vernment formed  b\'  the  right  hfxiorable 
member  for  East  Sydney.  Now,  again, 
he  is  acting  in  the  sanie  way,  and,  no  doubt, 
if  next  week  he  could  make  a  personal  gain 
by  throwing  over  his  present  colleagues,  he 
would  abandon  them  without  a  scruple. 
Then  we  have  the  honorable  member  for 
Dalley.  who  has  posed  as  "  as  good  as  a 
Labour  man,"  voting  with  the  honorable 
and  learned  member  for  Flinders,  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Fawkner,  the  chairman 
of  the  Employers'  Federation,  the  right 
honorable  member  for  Swan,  and  the  hon- 
orable and  learned  member  for  Parkes,  the 
men  who  employed  the  notorious  Walpole 
who  does  not  belie%'e  in  marriage  for  the 
workers.  Yet  the  honorable  member  hope-i 
,  to  convince  the  working  men  of  Balmam 
•  ^at  he  IS  a  champion  of  Labour  rights. 
He  denounced  the  honorable  member  for 
Ballarat  and  his  partv  for  the  vote  given 
m  regard  to  Home  Rule,  and  yet  to-day  he 
is  prepared  to  embrace  the  principles  for 
which  they  stand.  It  all  shows  that  in 
the  past  these  honorable  gentlemen  have 
t>een  merely  humbugging  the  country,  using 
their  so^alled  principles  merely  as  stalking 
horses.  A  few  weeks  ago  I  read  m  a 
bydnev  newspaper  a  scathing  attack  bv  the 
honorable  member  for  Lang  on  the  politi- 
cal tinnciples  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Ballarat— bv  a  gentleman  who 
calls  himself  an  out-and-out  free- 
trader but  who  will  have  to  be  remark- 
ably clever  to  convince  the  electors  of  Mar- 
rickville  that  he  has  not  acted  contrary  to- 
the  principles  which  thev  elected  him  to 
•support.  And  this  notwithstanding  that 
he  has  said  that  he  will  never  be  a  party  to 
*P«8iy»ngof  protection  in  any  shape  or  form. 
The  honorable  member  for  Nepean,  another 
gentleman  who  was  elected  as  an  extreme 
fr«-trader,  has  accepted  a  protectionist 
leader,  and  apparently  will  support  protec- 
tionist proposals.  the  honorable  member 
for   Robertson,    who   also  has  declared 
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himself  to  be  as  good  as  a  Labour  man,  is 
another  of  those  who  are  voting  with  the 
rank  Conservatives  of  Australia.  What 
price  is  the  honorable  and  learned  member 
fo.r  Ballarat  to  pay  for  the  support  of  the 
right  honorable  member  for  East  Sydney? 
Will  the  right  honorable  member  be  made 
High  Commissioner  in  London  for  this  be- 
traval  of  his  life-long  principles?  It  all 
looks  like  a  huge  political  job.  Principles 
seem  to  have  been  put  up  to  the  highest 
bidder.  One  is  to  get  a  Prime  Minister- 
ship, another  a  High  Commissionership, 
and  so  on-  The  interests  of  Australia  are 
not  consulted.  On  the  20th  October  last, 
the  honorable  member  for  Ballarat,  speak- 
ing of  those  with  whom  he  is  now  fusing, 
■said — 

At  the  present  time  the  right  honorable  gentle- 
man has  behind  him  only  the  wreckage  of  half 
a  dozen  old  sections.  He  has  behind  him  the 
wreckage  of  the  free  importing  party;  the  wreck- 
age of  the  individualist  party ;  the  wreckage  of 
the  anti-Socialist  party;  the  wreckage  of  the 
coloured  labour  party ;  all  are  to  be  found  on 
that  side  of  the  House. 

That  was  at  the  end  of  October  last  year, 

and  to-day  he  is  embracing  those  men. 

Mr.  Sinclair. — The  combination  means 
the  wrecking  of  the  Laibour  Party. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— When  he  talked 
about  the  wreckage  of  the  black  labour 
party,  I  know  he  looked  at  the  honorable 
member  and  another  Queensland  member 
sitting  opposite  now.  Cannot  we  re- 
raemter,  only  a  few  short  months  ago, 
when  the  anti -Socialist  Ladies'  Conference 
was  held  in  Melbourne,  the  wife  of  one  of 
the  Queensland  senators  said  that  if  the 
Lil)eral  Ministry  were  put  back  into  power 
— and  that  meant  a  Ministry  from  honor- 
able members  oppo^te — there  would  be 
coloured  labour  in  Queensland  again  within 
a  week  ?  Resolution  after  resolution 
of  die  kind  was  passed  by  the 
ladies  of  that  conference  who  showed 
that  they  were  just  a  little  indis- 
creet, and  had  not  been  nroperly  primed, 
but  thev  exhibited  the  true  feeling  of  their 
husbands  and  those  associated  with  them. 
Then  the  honorable  member  for  Richmond, 
ill  sjicaking  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Parramatta.  with  whom  he  is  now  asso- 
riated,  said — 

I  have  known  the  honorable  member  for  Parra- 
matta as  a  fiscal  sinker,  as  a  free-trader,  as  a 
labour  member,  as  a  protectionist,  as  a  single 
taxer,  and  as  a  Socialist,  all  within  a  few  yeari. 

I  do  not  know  what  we  can  call  the  hcxior- 
able  member  fox  Parramiatta  now. 


Mr.  McDonald. — He  sheds  his  skin  like 
a  snake  in  the  springtime. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— He  sheds  it  every 
simimer.  Perhaps  it  will  be  interesting  to 
note  what  the  Melbourne  Age  had  to  say 
recently  about  the  honorable  member.  On 
2nd  April,  in  coomienting  on  the  speech  of 
the  honorable  member  at  Bendigo  before  the 
Australian  Women's  National  League,  the 
Age  referred  to  the  second  in  command  of 
the  Opposition,  as  follows — 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook  has  his  merits,  and  one  of 
those  merits  is  that  be  has  just  done  a  service  to 
Liberalism.  His  Bendigo  speech  before  the 
Australian  Women's  National  League  proclaimed 
bim  as  starched  and  rigid  a  Conservative  as  ever 
he  was.  It  would  not  be  worth  while  taking  any 
note  of  thii  were  it  not  for  the  fact  that  he  had 
previously  been  angling  for  an  alliance  with  the 
Liberals. 

What  have  these  "  good  as  labour  men  " 
to  say  to  that  ? 

If  Conservatives — 

and  this  refers  to  the  New  South  Wales 
free-traders- 
feel  themselves  able  to  accept  all  the 
principles  of  the  Liberal  policy  of  the 
]>ast — protection  at  the  Customs  House  and 
statutory  protection  to  the  wages  of  the  worker, 
bonuses  to  special  industries,  an  enlargement  of 
the  national  functions,  the  abolition  of  the  Maval 
Subsidy — the  creation  of  an  Australian  Navy 
and  the  settlement  of  the  monetary  relatitms  with 
the  States  on  a  basia  which  will  make  the  national 
needs  predominant — that  it  well. 


We  said  that  Mr.  Joseph  Cook  at  Dendigo  did 
a  service  to  Liberalism.  This  was  in  frankly 
taking  up  the  Deakin  challenge  and  proclaiming 
himself  the  enemy  of  all  legislative  progrest, 
and  in  thus  showing  that  his  ideals  funrlamentally 
differ  from  Liberalism  on  almost  every  current 
question  of  prominence. 

If  that  be  so,  who  have  thrown  their  prin- 
ciples overboard  in  order  to  dip  their  beads 
together  in  the  nosebag?  The  article  pro- 
ceeds— 

Speaking  of  the  New  Protection,  the  power  to 
obtain  which  Liberalism  and  Labour  alike  de- 
sire to  see  incorporated  in  the  Constitution  of 
the  Commonwealth,  Mr.  Cook  has  nothing  but 
ridicule  lot  it.  He  regards  it  as  "  a  madcap 
scheme,"  which  can  never  be  made  operative  in 
this  country.  He  thinks  the  fact  that  the  States 
have  the  power  to  give  the  New  Protection  is 
quite  sufficient,  and  that  the  National  Parliament 
ought  not  to  have  it.  We  venture  to  say  that  on 
that  question  alone  there  is  such  a  radical  differ- 
ence between  Mr.  Cook  and  Mr.  Deakin  as  should 
prevent  those  two  men  attem|j[fa^^,j^i|^  hands 
politically.  Digitized  by 
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What  kind  of  new  protection  are  we  to 
gain  from  such  a  coalitiort?  Here  is  the 
Age  again — 

We  may  take  another  case  in  which  he  hat 
Tendered  equal  serrice.  In  the  past  Conservatism 
has  always  been  strongly  opposed  to  the  creation 
of  an  Australian  Navy^  just  as  Liberals  have 
favDored  it.  They  have  time  and  again  pro- 
claimed their  a>QvictioDs  that  Australians  cannot 
do  anything  in  defence  apart  from  England,  and 
ibst  our  true  policy  would  be>to  quadruple  our 
Naval  Subsidy  of  j^2oo,ooo,  and  place  our  in* 
tetests  candidly  under  the  protection  of  the 
British  flag  without  any  aspirations  after  Aus- 
tralian ships  and  Australian  sailors.  There  was 
quite  a  vital  difference  between  the  Liberal  and 
the  Conservative  on  this  defence  question.  The 
Liberal  policy  has  been  to  abolish  the  subsidy, 
and  spend  tt  on  the  creation  of  an  Australian 
6eet  of  coast  defence  cruisers  and  torpedo  craft. 
Mr.  Cook  says  he  regards  it  as  "  the  height  of 
meanness  to  suggest  the  withdrawal  of  the  annual 
vote  of  200,000  to  the  Imperial  Government  " — 
the  very  thing  that  the  Deakin  Government  did. 
He  further  says  that  he  has  no  objection  to  an 
Anstralian  fleet,  but  it  must  be  part  of  the  Im- 
perial Navy,  and  under  Imperial  orden. 

What  have  the  lip*  loyalists  of  Dalley, 
WentvOTth,  and  Parkes  to  sav  to  this  state- 
ment of  Dealdnite  principles?  The  ccm- 
cluding  portion  of  this  powerful  article  is 
as  follows — 

If  we  go  a  little  further,  and  try  to  get  at  the 
Cooserrative  mind  on  the  question  of  Common* 
wealth  and  State  finances,  we  find  the  same  diver- 
gcKe.  Ur.  Cook  looks  first  of  all  to  the  mone- 
tary cooveaience  of  the  States.  He  would  tup- 
pott  the  payment  of  at  least  ;f6,75o,ooo  to  the 
Slates  out  of  the  Customs  revenue,  quite  regard- 
less as  to  whether  the  Commonwealth  has  or  has 
tut  enough  money  to  meet  its  own  expenditure. 
Faced  with  the  fact  of  a  Federal  shortage,  in 
which  the  Commonwealth  must  either  tax  or 
bonow  to  make  ends  meet,  he  says — "  Borrow." 
la  other  words,  it  must  give  away  its  own  mon^ 
■nespective  of  its  needs,  and  contract  loans  to 
Bake  up  its  deficits.  We  venture  to  say  that,  as 
a  political  criticism,  Mr.  Cook's  Bendigo  speech 
ii  nactly  worthy  of  the  Antediluvian  party  for 
which  it  was  made.  It  is  everything  that  is 
leactioaary  and  unprogressive  and  un-Australian. 
It  hu  not  a  single  illuminating  note  in  it.  It  is 
the  Kgative  of  all  that  a  Liberal  prizes.  And 
n  comes  very  opportunely  to  let  at  know  Uiat, 
whatever  else  may  be  done  or  left  undonci  it 
i»  quite  impossible  to  conceive  of  any  coalition 
hetween  the  Liberal  party  and  the  mouthpiece  of 
»ach  an  antiquated  set  of  political  fallacies  as 
tUne  advanced  at  Bendigo. 

Those  are  the  principles  which  the  Age  dis- 
covered in  those  gentlemen  c^posite,  who 
bave  been  put  to  the  extremity  of  coalescing 
for  the  purpose  of  turning  the  Labour  Go- 
vernment out  of  <^ce.  It  might  be  inter- 
^ng  to  refresh  some  honorable  members' 
nunds  with  a  few  expressions  of  opinion 
from  the  honorable  member  for  Parramatta 
imtitlt   I  first  quote  a  pwtion  of  his 


speech  which  was  delivered  in  the  State 
Parliament  of  New  SouUi  Wales  on  the 
question  of  Australian  Federaticm,  and  ex- 
hibits the  honorable  member  as  a  repub- 
lican— 

On  the  broad  outlines  of  the  scheme,  I  should 
like  to  say  one  or  two  words  about  the  question 
of  Federation  under  the  Crown.  I  do  not  know 
that  I  am  a  red-hot  Republican — at  any  rate,  not 
one  of  those  Republicans  who  say  they  will  do 
nothing  until  they  can  get  a  Republic.  I  be- 
lieve the  destiny  of  these  Colonies  will  be  that 
of  a  Republic,  and  whenever  it  comet  I  shall 
certainly  hail  it,  if  it  does  come  in  a  way  which 
will  meet  the  aspirations  of  the  great  bulk  of 
the  people  without  any  great  hardship  accruing. 
I  admit  that  Royalty,  as  far  as  tbe  Goveioment 
of  these  Colonies  is  conceraed,  is  almost  purely 
nominal.  We  are  not  very  badly  off  under  the 
monarchical  system  of  government  after  all. 

That  quotatiwi  is  quite  sufficient  to  show- 
that  the  honcH'able  member  in  his  heart  (re- 
lieves in  republicanism,  and  yet,  ror  tlie 
purpose  of  acrommodating  Iiimself  to  the 
views  of  other  people,  and  of  obtaining  a 
posititm  on  the  Treasury  bench,  he  is  pre- 
pared to  throw  his  principles  overboard,  and 
at  the  same  time  to  charge  others  with  ex- 
pressing similar  views,  although  they  have 
not  said  anything  of  the  kind.  That, 
however,  was  before  Joseph  went  down  into 
Egypt,  and  when  he  had  only  a  few  of  the 
many  colours  which  now  adorn  his  political 
coat —  • 

But  the  great  objection  I  have  to  Royalty  is 
that  Mr.  Labouchere  raised  to  I't  the  other  dav 
— that  it  has  such  a  tendency  to  the  creation  of 
social  servility,  that  it  tends  to  set  up  orders 
of  being  in  the  State,  different  castes  and  grada- 
tions in  society,  and  all  that  kind  of  thing  which 
is  subversive  of  the  great  intelligence  and  edu- 
cation of  oar  time. 

Further  on,  after  discussing  the  United 
States,  the  French,  and  tbe  South  African 

Republics,  he  says — 

I  do  not  want  a  Republicanism  with  which 
such  effects  of  government  are  associated.  A 
Republic  will  come  in  Australia  I  am  firmly  con- 
vinced,  but  when  it  does  come  I  hope  it  will 
leave  behind  the  troubles  and  oppressive  condi- 
tions now  associated  with  those  forms  of  Ke- 
publican  government  which  exist  in  the  countnea 
I  have  mentioned. 

Then,  in  reference  to  the  Governor- Genera  I, 
he  says — 

We  were  told  here  last  night— I  think  it  was 
by  interjection  of  the  Attorney-General — that  we 
must  have  a  Governor-General  sent  out  to  us  by 
the  Government  of  England  if  we  are  to  have 
parliamentary  government.  Now,  I  take  leave 
to  dispute  that  statement  altogether.  It  docs  not 
follow  at  all  that  to  have  parliamentary  govern- 
ment we  must  have  a  Goyetnor-General  ap- 
pointed by  the  a«th^5jdij^fe<t>€*g|e 
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And  later  on,  he  tried  to  show  the  difference 

between  loyalty  and  servility — 

It  has  been  asMited  to-night  that  those  who 
-dare  aay  a  word  oonceraisg  Um  operatittis  of 
our  fleet  are  disloyal  to  the  Mother  Country.  I 
repudiate  any  such  assertion.  The  honorable 
member  who  made  so  modi  of  loyalty  to-night 
was  mistaking  loyalty  for  servility.  Those  who 
rebel  against  all  servility  cannot  therefore  be 
called  disloyal.  -  .  .  I  want  to  say  this : 
The  limit  of  loyalty  of  any  people  must  always 
be  determined  by  a  sense  of  obligation  to  one's 
own  people. 

We  have  heard  this  honorable  member  talk- 
ing about  the  confiscatory  land  tax  of  the 
Laboitr  Party.  Let  us  see  what  his  real 
opinions  are  on  that  question.  The  honor- 
able m«nber  referred  to  the  sacred  rights  of 
projjerty,  and  said — 

It  is  the  one  thing  above  all  others  that  has 
tursed  this  country,  and  has  cursed  every  other 
'Country  of  which  we  have  any  knowledge,  and 
unless  it  be  abolished  it  will  curse  these  coun- 
tries in  the  future  as  they  have  never  yet  been 
cursed.  Xhe  initial  wrong  done  to  society  is  in 
attempting  to  recognise  such  a  thing  as  property 
in  land.  There  can  be  no  property  in  land  in 
the  sense  that  there  is  property  in  houses,  or 
in  :\nylhing  else  that  men  make  by  the  use  of  ttieir 
muscles  and  brain.  Property  in  land  is  a  thing 
-which  no  man  can  make,  although  be  may  possess 
it  The  only  thing  that  can  possibly  make  pri- 
"Vktc  property  in  land  is  old  legal  enactments 
■which  have  given  away  the  people's  birthright, 
and  are  now  making  it  possible  for  men  who 
^ever  did  a  day's  work  in  their  lives  to  pass 
Ktringent  measures  exacting  tribute  fromtaea  who 
aie  craving  the  means  of  e^iistence.  Private 
property  in  land  is  the  step  to  all  our  other 
tnovements  going  in  the  wrong  direction,  and  we 
must  retrace  it  or  suffer  the  evil  consequence 
which  will  be  disastrous  to  our  country  and  civili- 
zation. 

Mr.  Thomas. — Was  this  statement  niade 
t>y  the  new  leader  of  the  Opposition? 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— It  was  made  by 
the  second  in  command,  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Parramatta.    He  went  on  to  sav — 

The  honorable  and  learned  member  was  un- 
fortunately emphasizing  the  sacredness  of  pri- 
vate property  in  land.  Who  made  this  private 
property  in  land,  of  which  we  have  heard  so 
much?  No  value  at  all  attaches  to  land  except 
the  value  that  the  ficmands  of  people  give  to  it. 
Nothing  that  man  c;!n  do  to  land  can  give  it  ^a 
value.  It  is  only  when  population  is  surging 
round  a  particular  spot,  and  other  people  want 
it,  that  it  is  acquired.  It  is  a  fictitious  pro- 
perty in  reality,  and  should  be  carefully  dif- 
ferentiated from  other  property  in  every  respect. 

Further  on  he  said — 

Is  the  practical  enlightenment  of  the  nation 
to  be  set  aside  out  of  respect  to  this  old  effete 
enactment?  I  say  thitt  it  is  an  insult  to  our 
civilization  to  set  these  rights  up  as  sacred  things 
to  be  regarded  in  a  sacred  light.  There  is 
— ^hing  at  all  sacred  aboat  them.  The  only 
is  that  of  their  motistrosity— of  amazement 


that  they  ever  should  have  been  given.  Tfce 
only  thing  we  wonder  at  is  that  men  should  have 
been  so  stupid  and  foolish  in  days  gone  bj  as 
to  barter  away  the  rights  of  the  people. 

Despite  these  statonents,  we  find  him  to-day 
surrounded  ^  honorable  members  whom  be 
then  declared  to  6e  bartering  away  the 
rig^lts  of  the  people,  and  claiming  a  pro- 
perty in  land  to  which  they  had  no  rigbt. 
He  also  said — 

Are  we  in  this  country,  where  this  kind  of 
thing  has  not  yet  been  recognised,  by  the  Legis- 
lature at  all  events,  to  set  up  this  example  for 
thoscr  who  come  after  us?  It  seens  to  me  that 
if  we  do  any  such  thing,  the  time  will  come 
when  we  shall  be  cursed  in  our  graves  for  ever 
having  consented  to  such  an  iniquitous  pro- 
posal. .  AH  this  of  course  is  done  in 
the  name  of  the  sacred  rights  of  property.  Go- 
vernments only  exist,  we  are  told,  for  the  preser- 
^^tion  of  property.  The  sooner  we  knock  out  this 
old  idea,  or  any  idea  of  property  attaching  to  land, 
the  better  for  this  and  every  other  country.  This 
is  the  one  initial  mistake  we  have  made,  and 
until  we  rectifv  it  things  will  continue  to  go 
wrong.  ...  I  do  not  mean  in  any  crude  or 
ill-digested  fashion,  but.  I  do  say  a  legitimate 
attempt  must  6e  made  in  this  time  of  distress 
and  depression  to  assist-  them  on  to  the  soil  aod 
never  mind  so  much  the  sacred  rights  of  pro- 
perty. 

Mr.  Spence. — Imagine  the  chairman  o£ 
the  Employers'  Federation  working  under 
such  a  leader. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— I  think  it  is  true, 
as  has  been  said,  that,  although  the  honor- 
able member  for  Parramatta  is  certainly 
a  leader,  he  is  iKtt  the  trusted  leader  of 
the  representatives  of  the  big  monej'cd  men 
and  the  land  monopolists  of  Australia.  He 
no  more  believes  in  the  principles  which 
he  has  espoused  as  a  member  of  the  Oppo- 
sition than  I  do,  and  if  he  spoke  the  truth 
he  would  repudiate  them.  I  am  sure  that 
at  heart  he  believes  to-day  in  the  principles 
that  he  advocated  on  the  occasion  to  which 
I  am  referring.  But  the  point  is  that  it 
suits  his  personal  interests  independently 
of  the  interests  of  the  country  to  throw 
them  overboard,  in  order  that  he  mav  ob- 
tain a  seat  on  the  Treasury  bench.  He 
went  on  to  sav — 

The  great  evil  in  this  country  is  that,  while  its 
industries  are  declining,  there  is  under  the  pre- 
sent system  of  government  no  possibility  of 
creating  alternative  employment  for  the  people. 

The  representatives  of  the  big  land  mono- 
polists should  listen  to  this— 

To  put  the  matter  in  plain  language,  the  land 
grabbers  and  land  speculators  have  this  country 
by  the  throat. 

Mr. — now  Sir  William — McMillan  inter- 
jected, *'  Why  does  not^at  member  tell 
the  truth?"  and [l^^t^ibafil^DlSuber  fot 
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Parramatta  replied,  "  I  am  tellinf;  the 
truth,  and  the  Aooorable  member  knows  u 
a  the  tivth."  Some  time  ago  I  saw  a 
cictoao  dealii^  with  the  bonorable  member 
for  Farramatta  wbidi  I  think  is  one  of  the 
onst  effective  that  has  ever  oome  under  my 
ootioe.  It  dealt  with  two  periods  in  his 
career.  In  the  first  place  it  depicted  the 
boDorabie  gentleman  as  taken  frcxn  the 
C02)  mines  of  Lithgow  and  returned 
hf  his  fellow  miners  to  the  Parliament  of 
New  South  Wales.  We  saw  him  with  his 
shirt  sleeves  rolled  up,  and  his  trousers 
fattened  with  '*  bowyangs,"  just  as  be  was 
taken  from  the  coal  mines  to  give  eStct  in 
Pariiaaent  to  the  aspiratiais  and  ideas 
of  hii  fellow  woiimen.  That  was  about 
the  year  1891.  Tben'we  saw  him  as  be 
ras  in  1904,  wearing  a  frock  coat  and  high 
hat,  and  viewing  with  an  air  of  disdain 
the  workers  who  had  placed  him  in 
Parliament.  He  was  represented  as  tum- 
iag  to  the  man  of  1891,  and  saying, 
"Fancy  meeting  you."  The  hcmorabie 
mendier  could  sustain  no  greater  shock  tKan 
he  would  suffer  by  being  confronted  bv  his 
ont  image  as  first  returned  to  Parliament  by 
the  worlrers  of  the  coal  pits  of  Lithgow. 
There  are  otlwr  honorable  members  who 
were  first  returned  to  ^rliament  by  their 
fellow  workmen,  but  who  have  since  thrown 
them  overboard,  because  it  suited  their  per- 
sonal interests  to  do  so. 
Mr.  Kelly. — ^Who  are  they? 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— It  is  true  that  the 
hoDorable  member  for  Wentworth  does  not 
liave  very  much  to  do  with  the  tin  miners 
in  the  northern  part  of  New  South  Wales, 
hot  those  who  have  gone  before  him  had, 
and,  knowing  the  genesis  of  his  inherited 
wealth,  he  should  be  the  last  to  scoff  and 
lan^  when  the  interests  of  the  hard- 
working miners  of  Australia  are  referred 
to. 

Mr.  Kelly. — rise  to  order.  The  hon- 
or^ member  has  said  the  laugh  I  gave 
was  due  to  the  fact  that  T  despised  the 
vorkers  in  certain  industries  in  New  South 
•  Wales.  Since  my  laughter  was  solely 
evoked  by  the  spectacle  of  nn  honwable 
meinber.  so  gloriously  clad  as  is  the  honor- 
^le  member  for  Cook,  expressing  these 
^wws,  I  ask,  Mr.  Speaker,  whether  he  is 
in  order  in  imputing  such  motives  to  me  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  fail  to  grasp  the 
pant  of  order  raised  by  the  honorable 
■wnber.  If  he  desires  to  make  an  explana- 
tion later  on  he  may  do  so. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— The  honorable 
■neoiber  may  explain  later  on  his  pontitHi 


wiA  regard  to  the  wwkers  of  Australia, 
but  I  know  what  the  tin  miners  in  the 
northern  part  of  New  South  Wales  think 
of  him.  When  we  are  oUled  upon  to  deal 
with  the  jxAicy  of  the  New  Protection,  I 
hope  that  he  will  have  some  regard  for 
those  to  whom  he  has  every  reason  to  be 
grateful. 

Mr.  Kelly. — Will  the  honorable  member 
say  what  he  means?  It  is  easy  for  him  to 
sling  mud. 

Mr.  McDonald. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber often  does  that,  and  he  should  take  a 
liule  himself. 

Mr.  Kelly. — I  have  never  been  dis- 
courteous in  this  House. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Order  I 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— I  propose  now  to 
deal  with  the  views  in  regard  to  land 
taxaticm  at  one  time  expressed  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Farramatta.  He 
declared  then  that  a  land  tax  was 
designed  to  tax  the  "  legalized  theft 
of  the.  country  '* ;  but  to-day  he 
joins  with  others  in  seeking  to  avoid  the 
imposition  of  such  a  tax.  If  there  is  one 
reason  more  than  another  responuble  for 
the  combination  to  displace  the  Govern- 
ment, it  is  the  desire  on  the  part  of  hon- 
orable members  opposite  to  save  the  rich 
landlords  of  Australia  from  a  land  tax.  A 
Progressive  Land  Tax  Bill  is  the  only 
measure  before  the  House,  and  it  has 
brought  honorable  members  opposite  to- 
gether to  fight  fct  the  rich  landlords,  in 
opposition  to  the  interests  of  the  masses  of 
Australia.  The  honorable  member  for  Par- 
ramatta,  speaking  in  the  Legislative  Assem- 
bly of  New  South  Wales,  said — 

With  respect  to  the  income  tax,  I  do  not  ob- 
ject 10  that  tax  at  all. 

In  his  present  company,  L  do  not  think 
he  would  even  be  in  favour  of  an  income 
tax;  but  he  said  on  the  occasion  to  which 
I  refer — 

'  I  do  object  to  its  taking  precedence  of  a 
land  tax.  I  admit  it  is  a  good  mode  of  taxa- 
tion, and  second  perhaps  only  in  effectiveness  to 
a  land  tax.  Hut  am  I  to  be  satisfied  with  thi» 
being  poked  at  me  when  a  Government  already 
pledged  to  a  most  superior  tax  quietly  ignores  it. 
The  income  lax  as  proposed  by  the  Government 
does  not  differentiate  between  incomes  from  pro- 
perty and  incomes  from  personal  exertion.  I  sub- 
mit It  is  only  reasonable  to  tax  incomes  from  pro- 
perty to  a  greater  extent  than  it  is  to  tax  income 
which  is  earned  by  the  working  men  of  the  coun- 
try?  It  practically  means  this — 

The  honorable  member  for  Wentworth 
might  well  listen  to  these  words — 

.that  the  lazy,  idle,  well-off  maiuis  taxed  only  iiv 
the  same  ratio  and  D^ii^yipby^O<3^l^* 
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very  active  and  busy  man.    I  submit  that  if 
there  is  any  man  whom  we  should  encourage 
and  to  whom  we  should  give  favours  it  is  the 
man  who  every  day  ia  his  life  is  contributing 
his  abiUties  and  his  qualifications  to  the  build- 
ing up  of  the  nation,  and  to  the  improvement  of 
the  conditions  by  which  we  are  surrounded  in 
our  daily  life.    A  great  deal  has  been  said  as 
to  a  tax  on  incomes  reaching  a  man  with  landed 
property.    It  certainly  reaches   the   man  with 
landed  property,  but  only  the  landed  propertv 
he  is  using.    It  does  not  touch  the  man  who 
holds  hundreds  and  thousands  of  acres  of  land 
which  are  lying  idle,  and  from  which  he  derives 
no  income.    The  Colonial  Treasurer  the  other 
night  confessed  that  an  income  tax  would  be  de- 
rived from  thes«  unremunerative  lands.    How  he 
proposes  to  obtain  it  I  am  at  a  loss  to  under- 
stand.   That  seems  to  me  to  be  the  veriest  piece 
of  political  jargon  that  I  have  ever  heard  coming; 
from  a  person  in  the  exalted  position  of  Colonial 
Treasurer.     The  income  tax  will  tax  incomes 
from  land,  but  only  to  the  extent  to  which  that 
land  is  used  and  put  into  occupation.    That  is 
not  what  we  want.   An  honorable  member  a  few 
minutes  ago  asked  another  honorable  member  if 
he  wished  to  tax  the  thrift  of  the  country.   It  is 
not  the  thrift  of  the  country,  but  the  legalized 
theft  of  the  couatrv  that  we  want  to  tax — the 
men  who  have  taken  through  the  medii|m  of  land 
values  something  which  they  did  nothing  to  create, 
who  have  taken  from  the  people  the  result  of 
their  own  flesh  and  blood,  who  have  taken  it  bv 
the  machinery  of  the  law,  and  appropriated  it 
to  their  own  personal  use.    That  is  the  kind  of 
value  and  that  is  the  substance  we  want  to  tax, 
and  the  income  tax  does  not  necessarily  reach 
tliese  people.     It  only  reaches  those  who  are 
cultivntins  their  estates,  but  it  does  not  reach 
the  estates  that  are  locked  up  and  whtcli  are 
contributing  nothing  to  the  revenue. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  must  ask  the  hon- 
orable member  not  fo  read  hts  speech- 
Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— I  am  reading  ex- 
tracts from  a  speech  made  by  the  honor- 
able member  for  Parramatta  with  as  little 
comment  as  possible,  to  conserve  the  time 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  am  afraid  that  it 
is  all  extracts,  and  no  speech. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.~I  am  trying  to 
show  that  the  honorable  member  has  come 
together  with  the  representatives  of  the  Em- 
ployers' Federation  and  all  the  great  Con- 
servatives of  Australia  at  a  total  sacrifice  of 
all  the  principles  which  he  at  one  tirce 
espoused  as  sacred. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  BROWN.—Thank  God  I 
Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— That  is  what  the 
honorable  member  said  when  the  last  elec- 
tion was  over.  I  heard  him  speaking  to- 
day about  going  before  his  constituents  and 
about  majority  rule.  I  should  like 
to  remind  him  that  he  only  secured 
a  seat  in  the  House  as  the  re- 
sult of  a  split  vote,  and  was  really 
in  a  very  great  minority.  We  have  heard 
a  good  deal  about  the  question  of  a  Dread- 


nought.   I  claim  to  be  as  loyal  to  the  Em- 
pire as  the  shouting  phalanx  who  desire 
posterity  to  pay  for  th«r  present  obliga- 
tions.   Some  of  the  loyalists  of  Sydney, 
the  so-called  patriotic  men,  had  the  Go- 
vernor-General in  Sydney  a  few  weeks  ago, 
and  took  him  out  to  inspect  the  Zoo. 
They  wanted  a  band  to  play  before  him, 
and  called  for  tenders.    Two  bands — ^the 
Australian  Professional  Musicians  and  the 
German  band — ^tendered.  The  former  asked 
foe  los.  a  day,  and  the  Germans  for  3s., 
and  those  patriots,  who  went  to  the  Sydney 
Town  Hall  and  v<»ced  thexr  platitudes, 
posing  before  the  country  to  get  titles  to 
their  names,  engaged  the  German  band 
at  3s.   a  day  to   play   "  God   save  the 
King."  and  left  out  the  Australian  band. 
That  is  the  patriotism  of  those  men.  Vou 
can  go  round  the  warehouses  in  York-street, 
Clarence- street,  and  Kent-street,  Sydney, 
and  upon  the  shelves  you  will  find,  not- 
British,  but  German  goods.    If  they  can 
save  5d.,  they  will  take  German  goods  in 
preference  to  British,  and  then  go  down 
to  the  Town  Hall  and  dictate  to  the  work- 
ing men  as  to  how  much  thev  stKwld  pay 
out  of  their  hard  earnings  to  give  a  Dread- 
nought to  England  to  defeat  the  German 
Navy.    Another  gentleman  in  New  South 
Wales  gave  his  name  in  for  ;^io,ooo  to 
the  Dreadnought  fund,  but  I  am  led  to 
understand  that  he  did  not  pay  the  cheque 
over.    He  is  one  of  the  large  land-owners 
of  Australia.  The  Narrabri  Hospitaf  is  in 
his  district,  and  was   shcHt  of  milk  be- 
cause the  hospital  cows  had  run  dr>-.  He 
had  500  head  of  milking  cattle  running  on 
his  station,  and  the  hospital  authorities 
asked  hmi  for  the  loan  of  one  cow. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis. — Does  the  honorable 
member  refer  to  Singleton  ? 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— I  am  referring  to  a 
gentleman  known  as  Killarney  Buchanan, 
in  Naxrabri.  Although  he  could  promise 
;^io,ooo  to  the  Dreadnought  fund,  he  re- 
fused to  lend  the  hospital  one  cow  to  supply 
its  patients  with  milk. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis. — Mr.  Dangar,  who 
gave  ;£io,ooo,  also  gave  a  hospital. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Order!  The  honor- 
able member  will  have  an  (^portunity  to 
speak  later. 

Mr.  Henry  Wilus. — He  gave  a  hospital 

to  Singleton. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — I  must  ask  that  when 
I  give  directions  they  should  be  obeyed 
Otherwise,  the  proceedings  of  fhe  House 
would  bectxne  ii^rijrb^ikiii^Mil^JUS. 
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Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— May  I  remind  the 
honorable  member  for  Robert&on  of  a  quota- 
tion about  dumb-driven  cattle?  If  he 
wants  to  explain  himself,  let  him  rise  in 
this  House  and  explain  to  the  working  men 
in  his  electorate,  before  whom  he  spouts 
Labour  platitudes,  election  after  election,  to 
lead  them  to  believe  that  he  is  as  good  as 
a  Labour  man,  why  he  &its  on  those  benches 
lieside  the  chairman  of  the  Employers' 
Federation  and  all  the  great  Conservatives 
of  Australia.  I  shall  take  the  first  oppor- 
tunity of  explaining  to  the  wwking  men  in 
the  centres  of  his  electorate  exactly  what 
his  positicm  is  if  he  refuses  to  explain  him- 
self. I  have  no  objection  to  the  fusion  that 
has  taken  place.  One  of  the  reasons  why 
1  voted  to  eject  the  Deakin  Government 
was  to  compel  those  parties  to  come  to- 
gether, because  I  knew  there  was  not  a 
shred  of  political  principle  existing  between 
them  to  keep  them  apart,  and  that  their 
only  d'.fference  was  their  desire  to  gain  the 
Treasury  bench.  I  wanted  to  compel  them 
to  come  together,  and  to  stand  in  their  true 
light  before  the  country  as  the  enemies  of 
the  masses  of  the  men  and  women  of  Aus- 
tralia. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis. — The  honorable 
member  supported  the  imposition  of  a  tax 
on  the  working  mm. 

Mr.  J.   H.  CATTS.— The  honorable 

member  is  entirely  wrong ;  but  is  sup- 
porting the  Deakinites  now  in  the 
policv  of  protection,  which  he  told  his  con- 
stituents he  would  entirely  abject  to.  I  can 
stand  up  in  this  House,  and  before  my  con- 
stituents, and  explain  my  position,  but  the 
honorable  member  dare  not  do  it.  Honor- 
nble  members  opposite  have  spoken 
about  caucuses,  and  untruly  about  a 
majwity  even  of  one  in  the  Labour 
caucus  deciding  what  is  to  be  done 
and  all  the  rest  following  suit,  yet 
«e  have  seen  in  the  press  that  honorable 
members  on  the  other  »de  have  objected  to 
the  fusicHi  of  parties  and  to  the 
make-believe  principles  of  the  pro- 
posed programme,  but  have  been  com- 
pelled bv  majorities  in  their  own  parties 
to  swallow  their  consciences.  Not  only  that, 
but  at  the  dictation  of  one  man  they  sit 
there  as  dumb  as  oysters,  and  refuse  to  ex- 
plain their  position  to  the  constituencies 
which  sent  them  to  Parliament.  I  am  glad 
of  what  has  occurred.  We  have  divided  the 
sheep  from  the  g<xits.  We  have 
heard  those  gentlemen  time  after  time 
deploring  the  idea  of  any  class  questi<»i 
being  raised   in   Australia.     Th^  have 


saidj  "  Do  not  introduce  the  question 
of  capital  against  labour,"  but  they 
themselves  have  now  effectively  raised  the 
issue,  and  when  we  go  to  the  country  we 
shall  have  the  great  dividing  line  of  the 
monopolists  and  capitalists  and  exploiters 
who  are  against  the  interests  of  the  masses 
of  Australia  on  the  one  hand,  and  the 
Labour  Party  on  the  other.  I  f(x  one  would 
ask  for  no  better  i^ue.  It  has  been  very 
much  to  the  detrimwit  of  this  party  in  years 
g<we  by  that  there  have  been  con- 
flicting issues  liefore  the  people  to  cloud  the 
various  policies  put  before  them.  The 
sooner  there  is  a  straight-out  line  of  cleav- 
age, the  sooner  we  divide  those  who  are  for 
the  interests  of  the  masses  from  those  who 
are  for  the  interests  of  ttie  people  who  al- 
ready have  more  than  enough,  the 
sooner  will  this  party  return  with 
an  absolute  majority  to  carry  its 
platform  into  effect.  and_  to  sympa- 
thetically administer  its  policy  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  peo)>le.  If  there  is  one  thing 
that  honorable  members  on  the  other  side 
are  afraid  of,  it  is  that  we  will  have  an 
opportunity  to  take  them  before  their  con- 
stituents and  see  if  thev  will  be  returned 
on  their  present  proposals.  Nothing  would 
give  me  greater  pleasure,  because  it  would 
give  me  the  opportunity  also  of  going  to  the 
ccmstitueiK^s  of  scwne  hontwable  members 
opposite.  I  am  sure  it  is  otIv  necessary  to 
place  their  position  plainly  before  the  people 
to  bring  about  their  wholesale  dismissal. 
There  were  honorable  members  on  that  side 
who  were  not  enthusiastic  over  the  Dread- 
nou^lit  proposal,  but  the  leading  pa[)ers  of 
Australia  flogged^ them  with  leading  articles 
day  after  day,  pcnnting  out  that  they  were 
misrepresenting  the  people,  and  one  after 
another  they  capitulated.  The  Labour 
Prime  Minister  said,  "  I  do  not  care  if  all 
the  daily  papers  of  Australia  sav  that  I 
must  do  a  certain  thing ;  if  I  think  it 
the  wrong  course,  I  shall  resist  them." 
What  is  it  that  makes  the  party  oppo- 
site the  creature  of  the  dailv  i»es8, 
and  enables  us  to  stand  up  with  our  backs 
stiff  against  it?  Those  honorable  members 
have  gained  their  positions  by  the  aid  of  the 
press.  Thev  are  the  creatures  of  the  press, 
and  would  rxit  have  been  here  but  for  the 
press,  whereas  every  seat  occupied  on  this 
side  of  the  House  has  been  gained  in  the 
teeth  of  the  press,  in  the  face  of  most 
lying  statements  and  of  a  whole  artillerv  of 
libels.  When  they  came  into  my  electorate 
and  begged  for  an  opportunkyjo  reiwrt  mv 
meetings.  I  told  tiyeifff^^€t3l@§^tothe 
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dickens"  and  do  what  they  liked.  MyccKi- 
stituents  have  absolutely  repudiated  the  ad- 
vice given  to  them  bv  the  dailv  papers.  The 
Labour  Prime  Minister  has  been  the  first 
Prime  Minister  of  Australia  who  has 
been  able  to  stand  up  and  throw  the  daily 
papers  back  into  the  teeth  of  their  wealthy 
shareholders  and  proprietors  when  they  at- 
tempted to  dictate  to  him  the  poltcv  of  the 
country.  Let  us  j^et  an  opportunity  of  f^ing 
to  the  country,  and  tie  up  the  daily  press 
frcxn  advocating  the  claims  of  honorable 
members  opposite. .  How  long  would  those 
honorable  members  reign  if  that  were  done? 
Not  twenty-four  hours. 

Mr.  Heney  Willis.  —  The  honorable 
member  went  crying  to  the  daily  press  for 
space. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.  —  The  honorable 
member  is  saying  what  is  absolutely  incn*- 
rect.  I  never  went  to  the  daily  press  to  ask 
for  anything.  I  repudiated  them,  but  the 
honorable  member  is  the  mere  creature  of 
the  press.  I  come  now  to  the  views  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Parkes,  whom  no  one 
in  his  wildest  dreams  would  claim  as  -i 
democrat,  on  the  Dreadnought  question.  In 
the  Svdney  Daily  Telegraph  of  last  Tues- 
day the  following  appears: — 

LOYALTY  OF  AUSTRALIANS. 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith,  M-P.,  has  foiwarded  us  » 
copy  of  a  letter  which  he  has  addressed  to  thd 
Fecieral  Prime  Minister  "  in  order  to  record  and 
make  public  the  ireportant  and  gratifying  fact 
that  the  Australian  people  are  loyal  aad  entbu- 
siastic  citizens  of  the  Empire,  and  in  order  to 
expose  the  injustice  of  the  views  taken  and  ex- 
pressed by  Mr.  Dcakin  when  Prime  Minister  of 
the  Commonwealth,  and  by  the  members  of  tlie 
Labour  Party."  The  writer  states  that  within 
the  last  month  he  has  addressed  ten  separate 
meetings  called  for  the  purpose  of  testing  the 
feelings  of  the  people  io  regard  to  their  willing- 
ness to  contribute  more  substantially  to  the  up- 
keep of  the  British  Navy,  as  well  as  to  make  a 
gift  of  a  modem  battleship  to  the  Mother  Coun- 
try. These  meetings  were  held  in  ten  different 
municipal  districts,  containing  over  65,000  Fede- 
ral electors  of  New  South  Wales.  At  each  meet- 
mg  resolutions  were  unanimously  carried  ac- 
knowledging Australia's  debt  of  gratitude  to  the 
Mother  Country,  and  proclaiming  their  willing- 
ness to  offer  an  increased  contribution  as  well  as 
a  special  gift  of  a  battleship.  The  writer  claims 
that  this  is  a  fair  test  of  the  loyalty  of  Australians, 
and  states  that  they  have  been  maligned  and 
discredited  unjustly  in  the  eyes  of  the  British 
people  by  Mr.  Deakin  and  Mr.  Fisher,  as  well 
a«  their  fellow  Labour  represcotatives  who  voted 
against  a  contribution  of  any  amount  in  1903. 

So  in  the  press  of  this  very  week  the  h«ior- 
ab[e  member  for  Parkes  states  that  Austra- 
lians had  been  maligned  and  unjustly  dis- 
credited in  the  eyes  of  the  British  people 


by  the  honorable  member  for  Ballarat, 
whom  he  is  supporting  to-night.  Is  there 
any  conscience  in  an  alliance  of  this  de- 
scription ?  Not  a  scrap.  What  are  they 
g<Mng  to  do  about  the  Dreadnought  offer  ? 
They  say  that  we  cannot  find  iJhe  money 
necessary  to  pay  old-age  pensitxis,  to  give 
a  proper  telephone  sAvice,  and  to  carry  out 
the  ordinary  functions  of  govra-nmeni. 
How,  then,  will  they  provide  funds  for  a 
Dreadnought  1  Will  they  have  the  t^urage 
to  make  any  move  in  tlie  matter?  I  ven- 
ture to  say  that,  when  the  debate  is  finished, 
their  con^itiients  will  find  that  their  plati- 
tudinous mouthings  on  the  subject  were  so 
much  moon^ine. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis. — A  Dreadnought 
will  be  givm. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— The  honorable 
member  speaks  with  such  assurance  as  to 
make  me  think  that  that  is  one  of  the  terms 
of  the  alliance. 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown.— A  major  or  a 
minor  term? 

Mr.  J,  H.  CATTS.— The  remark  was 
made  in  a  mournful  key.  The  honorable 
member  for  Fawkner,  who  is  chairman 
of  the  Employers'  I'ederation  of  Vic- 
toria, showed  pretty  clearly  to-day  thjt 
he  wishes  to  remove  the  present  Govern- 
ment because  he  thinks  that  they  are  intt-r- 
fering  with  vested  interests.  He  objects 
that  they  propose  to  increase  the  telephone 
rates.  It  has  been  found  that  sc«ne  of  the 
large  city  firms  are  securing  for  nominal 
payments  telephone  st-rvices  which  cost  tho 
country  or  j^^o  a  >ear  for  labour 

alone. 

Ntr.  Fairbairn. — In  Sweden  they  c  in 
give  a  telephone  service  for  £,2  5s.  a  year. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS. -Then  why  does  not 
the  honorable  m«nber  go  to  Sweden? 

Mr.  Fairbairn.— I  wish  the  people  of 
Australia  to  have  an  equally  good  servic''. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— The  honorable 
member  would  like  to  apply  to  our  workinf,' 
men  Swedish  conditions  of  labour  and  rates 
of  pay.  He  desires  that  they  should  be 
taxed  to  give  a  cheap  telephone  servioe 
the  rich  business  houses  in  the  big  dtie.». 
I  should  like  to  know  whether  the  new  Go- 
vernment will  bring  back  the  old  rates,  or 
take  away  again  the  political  rights  whicli 
the  Labour  Government  has  given  to  the 
Commonwealth  public  servants.  I  thinic 
that  they  will  do  nothing  in  the  matter. 
While  the  honorable  mender  for  Robertson 
and  the  other  Q(pae6%94»E06^43te  Ukt 
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crtrflit  for  objecting  to  Labour  legislatitm,, 
.it;d  gain  therebv  the  support  of  the  wealthy 
oi'-nopolists  and  sweaters  of  Australia,  they 
ii.Me  nc.er  dared,  when  they  have  had  the 
-Vptxtunity,  to  wipe  it  off  the  statute-book. 
The  honorable  member  for  Fawkner  has 
l:t>iicated  clearly  that  he  objects  to  a  La- 
iHMr  Government  because  it  is  interfering 
with  the  undue  pri\-ileges  of  the  wealthy 
which  are  paid  for  by  the  workers.  The 
representatives  of  the  banks,  too,  object  to 
the  prt^wsed  intwference  with  the  note 
issue.  The  Cwiservatives  opposite  object 
to  the  CcMnmonwealth  making  a  profit  at  the 
■expense  of  the  wealthy  shareholders  of  the 
banks,  who  are  extracting  their  profits  from 
the  workers  of  the  country.  Then,  too, 
a  large  number  of  honcn-able  monbers  op- 
posite will,  as  land-owners,  be  largely 
afFected  by  a  progressive  land  tax.  In 
opposing  such  taxation,  they  are  speaking 
on  behalf  of  their  own  interests,  not  on 
bebalf  of  those  of  their  constituents.  Has 
the  honorable  member  for  Robertson  any- 
thing to  say  about  that? 

Mr.  Henry  Willis. — We  have  always 
faTOured  a  land  tax.  Our  party  brought 
in  land  taxation. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— Yet  now  that  the 
honorable  member  has  an  oppmunity  to 
jnte  for  progressive  land  taxation,  he  avoids 
it  by  voting  against  the  Government.  It 
wwild  be  interesting  to  have  published  in 
the  daily  preSs  a  statement  of  the  acreage 
hdd  by  some  of  the  large  land-owners  on 
tltt  other  side.  It  would  show  that  in 
opposing  our  proposals  they  are  opposing 
woiething  that  affects  their  own  perscmal 
iwcket  interests.  There  ha<,  been  some 
talk  about  the  opposition  to  the  return 
of  certain  members  which  is  to  be  shown  bv 
the  Labour  leagues  at  the  next  elections,  but 
the  action  of  those  members  in  ranging 
themselws  with  the  Conservatives  and  mono- 
polists of  Australia  entirely  justifies  what 
the  leagues  have  dot»e.  It  ^ows  that  the 
leagues  knew  their  mea.  No  such  opposi- 
tWn  is  provided  for  in  regard  to  members 
noting  on  this  side,  and  I  do  not  think  they 
will  be  opposed.  Apparently  I  have  said 
owugh  to  rouse  the  honorable  member  for 
Wentftorth  to  action,  and  I  am  glad  that  we 
stiall  be  afforded  an  opportimity  to  hear  his 
charming  voice.  One  of  my  objects  was 
to  get  him  to  speak,  and  if  I  cannot 
turn  a  vote,  I  am  glad  that  my 
speech  will  make  the  dumb  to  talk. 
I  do  not  anticipate  that  the  coalititm  against 
tl«  people's  party  will  hold  together  for 


long.  The  interests  which  are  fused  are 
so  conflicting  that  there  must  before  long 

be  an  appeaJ  to  the  people. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — There  are  only  nine 
billets. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS— Yes,  and  about  nine- 
teen who  think  that  they  should  be  Prime 
Minister.  When  rogues  fall  out,  honest  men 
get  their  due.  When  these  opportunists  fall 
out,  Australia  will  get  her  due.  Honorable 
members  opposite  are  playing  a  sort  of  con- 
fidence trick  upon  each  other.  The  hon- 
orable member  for  Ballarat  thinks  that  he 
is  deceiving  the  honxable  member  for  Par- 
lamatta.  The  programme  is  worded  in 
such  a  way  that  one  hopes  to  make  one 
thing  out  of  it,  and  the  other  anc^er. 
Wb^  it  oxnes  to  the  interpretatitui  of  its 
various  clauses,  and  a  protectionist  like 
the  hcmOTable  member  for  Ballarat  has  to 
convince  a  free-trader  like  ttie  honorable 
member  for  Lang  of  the  necessity  for  the 
rectification  of  a  Tariff  anomaly,  there  will 
be  serious  friction.  The  rock  upcu  which 
the  coalition  will  split  is  obvious.  Already 
a  late  leader  ot  the  Opposition,  tht 
hcMwrable  member  for  East  Sydney,  is  ex- 
plaining himself  in  the  newspapers,  and 
trying  to  make  good  his  position  in  the  eyes 
of  the  people.  The  Ixmorable  member  for 
Lang,  too,  says  that  he  will  have  nothing 
to  do  with  protection.  Every  member  of 
the  alliance  is  trying  to  convince  himself 
that  he  is  getting  exactly  what  he  desires, 
but  in  the  end  diey  will  have  no  satisfac- 
tion, and  an  opportunity  will  be  afforded, 
I  trust,  of  placing  the  whole  situation  be- 
f(ne  the  people.  The  constituents  of  the 
present  Opposition  have  a  right  to  say 
whether  they  vill  continue  to  be  repre- 
sented by  political  pirates  who  have  thrown 
their  priiKiples  overboard,  or  whether  they 
will  replace  these  men  with  others  who  will 
truly  represent  their  views  and  the  true 
welfare  of  the  people  of  the  Australian 
ConuQonwealth. 

Mr.  KELLY  (Wentworth)  [9.28].— I  do. 
not  propose  to  prolong  the  last  muscular 
twitch  of  the  decapitated  caucus.  The 
display  of  temper,  bad  taste,  and  inappro- 
priate remarks  which  we  have  just  heard 
is  not  one  which  I  propose  to  lengthen  out ; 
but  as  the  hcwiorable  member  for  Cook  saw 
fit  to  attempt  to  place  me  in  an  entirely 
false  position  by  inferring  that  I  have  had 
dealings,  which  are  not  creditable  to  me, 
with  cotain  tin  miners  in  the  pp^henk 
of  New  South  Wall(#^e^^*-'OQie 


160 


Adjournment.    [REPRESENTATIVES.]  Adjoummenl. 


Mr.  J.  H.  Catts.— I  did  not  say  that 
the  honorable  member  had  had  dealings 
with  them. 

Mr.  KELLY.— The  honorable  member 
inferred  that  I  am  connected  with  those 
who  have  had  discreditable  dealings,  and 
I  wish  to  state  clearly  that  I  and  those 
with  whom  I  have  been  connected  have 
always  conducted  our  affairs  with  those 
who  h^ve  worked  iat  us  and  with  us  in  a 
way  n  hich  hzs  earned  mutual  regard. 
The  honorable  member  further  saw  fit  to  try 
to  make  the  quarrel  one  between  class  and 
class.  He  concluded  by  saying  that  hon- 
orable gentlemen  on  this  side  are  anxious 
for  the  emoluments  of  office,  after  describ- 
ing us  as  rich  land-owners — people  who,  in 
con.sequence,  would  not  require  the  emolu- 
ments of  office. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown.— I  should  not  have 
taken  any  notice  of  the  remark  had  I  been 
the  honorable  member  for  Wentworth. 

Mr.  KELLY. — I  wish  to  answer  this 
question  once  for  all.  Honorable  mem- 
liers,  when  they  raised  the  cry  that  people 
with  some  of  the  world's  possessions 
have,  therefore,  no  interest  in,  or  love  for 
the  working  classes,  put  themselves  in  a 
very  false  light.  Could  anything  be  more 
smug  or  ridiculous  than  an  honorable  mem- 
ber getting  up  in  gala  costume  and  talking, 
with  his  tongue  in  his  cheek,  of  the  miner 
with  string  round  his  trousers?  There  are 
m.inv  on  this  side  poorer  than  the  majority 
on  the  other  side.  The  honorable 
member  makes  an  accusation  against  soma 
of  us,  who  are  not  in  that  position,  of 
having  no  interest  in  the  working  classes. 
All  I  can  say  is  that  these  men  are  poorer 
for  being  in  the  public  life  of  the  country ; 
and  I  ,  challenge  the  htwiorable  member  to 
say  whether  he  is  not  the  richer  for  being 
in  politics.  This  honorable  member  who 
talks  of  political  principles,  offered  to  sup- 
port Sir  Hector  Carruthers. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts. — That  is  untrue. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  must  ask  the  hon- 
orable member  to  withdraw  those  words. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts. — I  do  withdraw  the 
words,  and  say  that  the  statement  is  in- 
accurate. 

Mr.  KELLY.— I  understand  that  the 
letter  containing  that  offer  is  still  in  exist- 
ence, and  has  already  been  quoted  in  Han- 
sard, and  at  a  later,  stage  I  shall  again 
have  it  quoted.  So  far  as  I  remember,  the 
hcwiorable  member,  in  that  letter,  referring 
to  a  certain  seat  in  New  South  Wales, 
wrote  to  the  Lil)eral  organization  of  that 
State  


Mr.  J,  H.  Catts. — I  rise  to  order  !  I 
submit  that  my  denial  that  I  ever  wrote  to 
Sir  Hector  Carruthers  offering  support 
should  be  accepted. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Wentworth  has,  so  far,  I  think, 
not  referred  to  that  matter ;  and  I  am 
quite  sure  he  will  follow  the  usual  parlia- 
mentary course,  and  accept  the  denial  of 
an  honorable  membtf . 

Mr,  KELLY. — I  was  saying  that  in  my 
recollection  of  a  letter  already  quoted  in 
the  House — and,  of  course,  tmtil  it  is  pro- 
duced, I  accep£  the  hcxiorable  member's 
denial  

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts. — It  was  a  newspaper 

concoction. 

Mr.  KELLY. — I  wonder  if  the  original 
was  a  newspaper  concoctiwi.  My  recol- 
lection of  the  letter  is  that  in  it  the  hon- 
orable member  disparaged  the  Labour  Party, 
and  offered  to  ocM>test  a  seat  in  the  interests 
of  the  party  that  was  opposed  to  labour  in 
New  South  Wales.  It  is  possible  that  we 
might  have  had  the  honorable  member's 
eloquence  and  influence  oa  this  side  of  the 
chamber  if  the  party,  had  seen  fit  to  nomi* 
nate  him. 

Dr.  MALONEY  (Melbourne)  [9.44].— I 
am  very  sorry  that  the  hon<»:able  member 
for  BaHarat  is  not  present,  because  the  fev 
remarks  I  have  to  make  will  lose  their 
point  in  his  absence.  Perhaps  the  honor- 
able member  iot  Bmuke  will  ask  the  hon- 
orable member  ioc  Ballatat  to  come  into 
the  chamber? 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — I  think  I  had  better 

net. 

Dr.  MALONEY.— I  think  it  would  be 
lietter  to  do  so,  because  I  wish  to  quote  in 
the  presence  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Ballarat  words  of  the  late  Mr.  William 
Shiels,  who,  as  Premier  of  Victcwia.  in 
his  place  in  this  House,  in  1892,  paid  a 
tribute  to  the  Labour  Party  that  it 
will  be  mv  privilege  to  place  on  record 
in  Hansard  to-night.  Those  who  knew  the 
late  William  Shiels  know  that  whenever 
he  oiJened  his  lips  he  spoke  words  that 
burn  and  thoughts  that  live ;  and  his  wwds 
on  that  occasion  were  an  eulogy  of  the 
partv  to  which  I  have  the  honour  to 
belong.  The  speech  was  delivered  seven- 
teen years  ago,  on  the  18th  January,  1892, 
when  the  Shiels  Government,  without  the 
aid  of  the  honorable  member  for  Ballarat, 
was  beaten  bv  a  majoritv^f  thrMLand  the 
eulogium  was  tV^t'^f^^^mP^hfeh  from 
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that  day  has  increased  at  every  electioD  in 
every  part  of  Australia.  The  words  used 
were — 

Sir,  I  have  bad  to  stand  with  a  sword  id  my 
kind.  I  have  had  to  be  a  .fighting  Premier. 
But  I  carry  away  from  the  conflict  no  bitterness 
of  feeling.  I  have  much  to  remember  in  kind- 
at$i  to  the  House.  I  have  much  to  remember 
is  lasting  gratitude,  and  I  hope  that  kindly  feel- 
ing will  prevail  towards  myself  when  I  may 
h^ve  to  occupy  another  relation.  I  know  that 
many  faults  can  be  laid  to  the  charge  of  my  col- 
leagues and  myself,  but  I  believe  that  never 
can  it  be  said  tiiat  we  did  other  than,  according 
to  our  lights,  consult  what  we  believed  to  be  the 
public  advantage  of  Victoria.  There  are  one 
or  two  other  matters  which  1  wish  to  refer  to. 
We  have  been  met  with  a  most  loyal,  unswerv- 
ing support  from  a  large  body  of  our  aup- 
purtcis,  and  I  should  feel  that  I  was  an  ingrate 
ladeed  if  I  did  not  to-night  make  them  my 
wannest  acknowledgment  for  that  splendid  sup- 
pott  which  they  have  shown  us  through  good  re- 
port and  through  evil  report.  If  I  have  to 
discriminate  in  my  praise  'at  all,  I  have  to 
acknowledge  here,  to  a  party  that  is  under  the 
bin  of  public  opprobrium  in  some  quarters,  that 
never  did  a  Government  or  the  leader  of  a  Go- 
venuaent  get  better  or  more  consistent  support 
(ban  we  got  from  those  members  who  are  called 
the  Labour  Party.  As  I  have  said  to  members 
privately,  as  I  have  said  to  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Eastern  Suburbs  himself,  in  all  my  ex- 
perience I  never  met  one  of  those  men  pressing 
any  improper  demand,  and  the  experience  of 
mywlf  is  the  experience  of  my  colleagues.  Never 
were  they  importunate.  Never  did  they  place 
themielvea  in  the  position  of  beggars  for  favours 
wkich  it  would  be  unfair  to  grant. 

I  am  sorry  the  honorable  member  for 
Ballarat  is  not  here,  because  I  should  like 
to  ask  him  if  he  cannot  indorse  that  eulo- 
gitim  after  his  ^perient^  as  Prime  Minis- 
ter with  the  assistance  of  the  Labour  Party. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — He  is  hiding  his 
bead. 

Dr.  MALONEY.— Perhaps  his  heart  is 
SOT)-,  and  his  personality  is  so  charming 
that  I  would  be  the  last  to  pouit  the  finger 
of  scorn  at  or  sav  a  word  of  him  I  would 
regret.  I  say  that  after  twenty  years'  ex- 
perience of  him,  sitting  with  him  in  the 
same  House  night  after  night,  and  day  after 
<iay,  and,  as  one  who  has  quarrelled  with 
him  perhaps  more  severely  than  any  of  his 
friends;  and  I  desire  to  ask  the  honorable 
Eentleroan,  through  you,  Mr.  Speaker, 
whether,  while  he  was  le.Tder  of  the 
Gm-emment  with  the  Labour  Party 
supporting  him.  he  did  not  find  us 
following  that  splendid  rule  laid  down 
by  Mr.  Shiels  —  that  we  never  made 
a  demand  which  it  would  have  been  dis- 
fatnorable  for  him  to  grant  or  dishcHiest  for 
us  to  aa»pt?  On  the  20th  October,  1908, 
the  honorable  member  for  Ballarat,  speak- 


ing  of  the  then  leader  of  the  OppositioQ, 
the  right  honorable  member  for  East  Syd- 
ney, used  the  following  words — 

At  the  present  time  the  light  honorable  mem- 
ber has  behind  him  only  the  wreckage  of  half-a- 
doten  old  sections.  He  has  behind  him  the 
wreckage  of  the  free  importing  party ;  the 
wreckage  of  the  individualist  party;  the  wreck- 
age of  the  anti-Socialist  Party ;  and  the  wreckage 
of  the  coloured  labour  party  all  are  to  be  found 
oD  that  side  of  the  House. 
I  can  ind<»se  that  as  being  absolutely  as 
correct  now  as  when  the  words  were  used. 
The  honorable  member  for  Ballarat  further 
said — 

I  do  not  dispute  what  the  right  honorable  mem* 
her  says,  and  am  not  concerned  to  dispute  it.  I 
have  not  made  the  statement  in  regard  to  himself 
or  all  bis  following.  What  I  have  said  is — and 
it  is  true— that  he  has  behind  him  the  wreckage 
of  the  coloured  labour  party.  He  does  not  find 
it  here. 

Mr.  KILL7- — ^To  whom  does  the  honorable  mem- 
ber refer? 

Mr.  Reid.— This  is  not  fair  fighting. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— What  I  have  said  is  per- 
fectly  true.  The  Opposition  side  of  the  House 
is  the  refuge  of  the  defeated.  That  is  why, 
naturally,  on  the  Opposition  benches  are 
clustered  the  wreckage  of  the  parties  that  have 
failed  in  this  House. 

As  it  was  then,  so  it  is  to-night,  and 
I  legret  the  position  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Ballarat.  If  he  desired  to  give  a 
Roland  for  an  Oliver,  who  can  blame  hua? 
We  know  that  he  and  his  Ministers,  espe- 
cially the  honorable  member  for  Hume, 
after  last  session  had  well  earned  a  leoess ; 
but  if  we,  in  the  tactics  of  the  moment, 
seized  these  boidves,  we  onlv  followed  the 
example  of  the  then  Oppositicm  leader, 
the  right  honorable  member  foe  East  Syd- 
ney. Most  of  that  honorable  gentleman's 
time  in  office  was,  I  believe,  spent  in  re- 
cess ;  and  when  to-morrow's  papers  blaze 
forth  the  news  of  the  dav.  they  can  rightly 
say  that  this  Labour  Government  spent 
its  existence  mostly  in  recess.  That 
might  seem  to  some  people,  and  to 
some  honorable  members,  a  reason 
why  we  hear  no  speeches  fran  the  Oppo- 
sition to-night.  When  the  honorable 
member  for  Ballarat  took  the  verdict  of  the 
House,  he  left  it  free  for  the  other  side  to 
speak  and  argue  if  they  chose.  The  hon- 
orable member  for  Wentwdrth,  who 
has  shown  himself  so  frightfully  particular 
about  a  personal  attack,  got  up  to  move  a 
motion  to  stifle  debate;  but  every  member 
of  the  Labour  Party  would  have  torn  his 
tongue  out  before  doing  so.  The  honor- 
able member  with  his  Oxford  drsmL  and 
a  Whitechapel  cra«li|ti^ifl^uil»sQQg)|Jg(>rity 
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which  Labour  monbers  may  pardonably  re- 
sent. The  honorable  member  for  Ballarat 
had  a  splendid  meeting  in  the  Town  Hall 
the  other  night,  but  I  can  assure  him  that 
there  will  be  an  equally  large  meeting  in 
the  same  hall;  and  I  call  the  attention  of 
the  honcn-able  member  for  Bourlce  to  the 
fact  that  if  such  a  meeting  is  held  there 
will  be  no  admission  by  ticket ;  the  honor- 
able member  will  ix>t  be  prevented  from 
coming.  The  meeting  will  be  free  to  every- 
body, as  every  meeting  of  the  Labour 
FartY  has  been. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook.— There  was  a  large 
part  of  the  hall,  admission  to  which,  re- 
quired no  ticket. 

Dr.  MALONEY.— That  is  an  old 
dodge.  I  am  sure  that  when  the  honor- 
able member  for  Boutte  belonged  to  the 
Labour  Party  • 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — I  did  not  belong  to 
the  Labour  Party. 

Dr.  MALONEY.—The  honorable  mem- 
ber sat  in  caucus  time  after  time; 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — No ! 

Dr.  MALONEY.— God  forfii™  the  hon- 
orable member ! 

Mr.  McDonald. — He  signed  the  plat- 
form. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — That  is  not  true 
wtber. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Bourke  must  withdraw  those  words. 

Mr.  HtncE  Cook. — I  beg  your  pard(»i, 
sir ;  I  ought  to  have  said  the  statement  was 

inaccurate. 

Dr.  MALONEY.— I  am  sure  that  the 
honorable  member  for  Bourke  will  acquit 
me  of  any  desire  to  misreoresent  him.  and 
will  aeree  that  the  minutes  of  the  Labour 
Party  for  1894  bear  the  honorable  man- 
ber's  name,  alcxig  with  that  of  Mr.  Hamil- 
tcm,  of  Bendigo.  I  was  present  when  the 
horiorable  member  came  into  the  room  and 
said,  ' '  We  can  belong  to  your  party  no 
more;  we  are  going  to  separate."  He  did 
separate  from  the  party,  and  he  lost  his 
electiwi. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — I  have  in  my  hand 
a  copy  of  a  letter  in  whidi  I  refused  to 
jmn  the  Labour  Party  twelve  years  ago. 

Dr.  MALONEY.— If  I  cannot  prove 
that  you  belonged  to  the  Labour  Party,  I 
shall  resign  my  seat,  if  you  have  the  pluck 
to  accept  the  challenge. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Will  the  honorable 
^mber  please  address  the  Chair? 

MALONEY.— If  the  honorable 
for  Ballarat  at  the  splendid  meet- 


ing in  the  Melbourne  Town  Hall,  which 
he  addressed  a  few  nights  since,  had  made 
the  declarati<xi :  "  I  am  going  to  unfurl  the 
flag  of  Liberalism;  I  am  going  to  fight  for 
the  cause  in  every  State,"  I  should  have 
said:  *'  Good  luck  to  him,"  for  I  know  of 
no  one  who  could  fly  it  better.    Had  he 
adopted  that  course,  he  would  not  have  suf- 
fered the  misery  that  he  must  have  endured 
to-night,  while  listening  to  the  rmarks  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Hume,  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Gippsland,  the  htmor- 
able  member  for  Bass,  and  the  honorable 
member  for  Riverina,  formerly  members  of 
his  party,  who  I  am  sure,  he  will  admit,  are 
staunch  in  their  adherence  to  the  principles 
of  Liberalism.     They  can  stand  "  four 
square  to  all  the  winds  that  blow  "  from 
the  Opposition  side  of  the  House.  I  do  not 
suggest  that  the  honorable  member  f<K 
Ballarat  would  point  the  finger  of  scorn  at 
them.    I  am  sure  that  be  would  never 
so  act   towards  Ixmorable  members  who 
have   been    his    true    and    loyal  sup- 
porters,   and    who,    conscientiously  be- 
lieving in  the  principle  of  protection,  will 
not  associate  themselves  with  those  who 
have  been  the  bane  of  it.    There  is  only 
<xie  true  free-trader  in  the  House,  and  if 
the  honorable  member  for  Ballarat  has  done 
nothing  else,  it  may  be  said,  at  all  events, 
that  he  has  spread  the  net,  and  that  he  may 
perchaiKe  educate  the  late  Opposition  in  the 
IMinciples  of  protection.    His  positiwi  re- 
minds me,  however,  of  the  story  of  the 
Irish  soldier  who,  having  captured  a  man 
much  bigger  than  himself,  called  to  Us 
ccmmutes,  "  Come  along  men,  and  help 
me ;  I  have  a  prisoner."     When  they  re- 
plied, "  Bring  him  along,"  his  rejoinder 
was,  ' '  I  cannot ;  he  is  taking  me  alcmg 
with  him."    In  the  same  way,   I  think 
that  the  free-traders  may  lead  away  some 
of  the  Liberals  of  the  coalitioa    The  Aus- 
tralian democracy  has  declared  so  strtMigly 
for   the   new   protection   that   not  even 
the  weaklings  in  the  new  party  will  in- 
duce the  leader  of  the  Oppositioi  to  reduce 
the  Tariff.    I  am  glad  to  hear  that  he  pro- 
poses to  ask  the  House  to  rectify  anomalies 
in  it.    I  should  like  at  this  stage  to  ex- 
press ray  admiration  of  the  efforts  made  by 
the  honorable  member  for  Hume  to  remove 
what  has  become  a  sex  tax — a  tax  upon 
the  female  portion  of  the  community  alcxie. 
No  such  tax  can  be  regarded  as  fair.  The 
honorable  member  gave  his  word  that  he 
would  endeavour  to  rempi«  tbebut^  and  he 
worked  very  haj^it^'^n^nVyi^P^^roause; 
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but  Senator  Best,  in  another  place,  took  ^ 
cotain  action  which  leads  me  to  exclaim : 
'*  God  help  him  so  far  as  his  honesty  of  in- 
tention was  omcerned." 

Sir  WiLLiAu  Lyne. — I  hope  that  we 
shall  help  him  down. 

Dr.  MALONEY.— It  was  Senator  Best 
who,  when  a  member  of  the  State  Farlia- 
mmt,  spoke  of  the  unf<»tunate  farmers 
ftho  could  not  pay  their  rents  as  "  foxty 
thousand  defaulters."  I  asked  him,  then, 
vbetber  be  and  his  partners  could,  at  that 
time,  pay  20s.  in  the  pound.  The  hwiarable 
senatOT  at  (xice  withdrew  the  remark,  but 
the  slur  on  the  farming  community  re- 
mained. I  do  not  know  what  the  farmers 
will  think  of  his  statement  when  it  is 
quoted  from  Hansard,  and  spread  over  the 
length  and  breadth  of  the  land.  I  have 
no  desire  to  burden  my  speech  with  quota- 
tioiB,  but  I  think  it  desirable  to  quote  from 
1  speech  made  by  the  hon(»-abIe  member 
for  Richmond  in  this  House  in  ipo6.  In 
the  course  of  that  speech,  the  hcmorable 
member  said  that  a  questicm  had  been  put 
to  him  by  the  honorable  member  for  Koo- 
yong,  whose  absence  from  the  House  I  re- 
gret. I  trust  that  he  will  speedily  recover 
from  his  illness.  No  one  will  be  more 
pleased  to  welcMne  his  return  to  the  House 
than  I  shall  be,  differ  though  we  may  in  our 
pc^itical  (^}inions.  When,  as  a  young  man,  I 
vas  employed  in  a  bank,  he  used  to  take  my 
part  against  the  stronger  fellows  in  tl^ 
(Aoe,  and  a  kindly  feeling  has  always  ex- 
isted between  us.  On  the  occasion  in  ques- 
tion, the  boncK-able  member  for  Richmond 
said— 

When  I  was  a  member  of  the  alliance,  two 
Couemtive  members  of  the  present  Opposi- 
tioB  came  to  me — the  honorable  member  for 
Soofong  aad  the  honorable  member  for 
Gtifflpiani  will  know  who  thejr  were — and  taid, 
"Look  at  Mr.  Reid  and  Mr.  Cook.  They  are 
BO*  aristocrats— they  are  leading  the  Conserva- 
tim.  Cannot  you  rub  the  dandv  brush  over  the 
bwirable  member  for  Parramatta  and  take  a 
few  of  the  labour  burrs  off  him  ? 

"nKQ  the  honorable  member,  with  that 
Siarkling  wH  of  his,  which  few  can  equal, 
said— 

The  honorable  member  for  Kooyong  and  the 
'nwrable  memBbr  for  Grampians  will  know  who 
^^Id  me  if  I  could  not  put  the  curry-comb  over 
ihe  honorable  member  for  Parramatta,  and  make 
him  look  a  bit  conservative.  I  said  that  I  would 
^  at;  best  if  tbey  would  deal  with  the  right 
hoDorable  member  for  East  Sydney.  I  do  not 
•Mw  what  faappeoed  to  the  present  leader  of 
the  Opposition,  but  I  saw  the  honorable  member 
for  Grampians  and  the  honorable  member  for 
Coofong  walking  out  00  to  the  lawn  taking 
*ith  them  a  hay  rake  and  a  haiveiter.    I  do 


not  know  what  they  wanted  with  tbose  imple> 
meats,  but  I  saw  them  a  little  later  on  with  a 
chafTcutter.  I  wish  to  show  how  consistent,  how 
genuine,  and  how  honorable  is  the  deputy-leader 
of  the  Opposition  in  his  political  views,  and 
how  trustworthy  he  is.  I  am  not  speaking  per- 
sonally. These  political  debates  should  have  no 
individual  aspect.  I  said  that  I  would  do  my 
best  with  him,  but  did  not  take  anything  with 
me  but  a  piece  of  diamois  and  a  com*cob.  I 
found  that  he  shed  his  coat  very  easily.  This 
occurred  upoi)  a  Sunday.  I  saw  him  upon  the 
following  morning.  He  was  looking  like  a  Ver- 
mont ram — all  wrinkles.  I  took  him  down  to 
the  basement  again,  and  took  a  skin  off  him — a 
fiscal  sinker's  ^in.  On  Tuesday  moining  I  taw 
that  he  still  presented  a  wrinl  cled  appearance, 
so  I  set  to  work  upon  him,  and  took  a  free-trade 
skin  off  him.  I  could  smell  the  opium  on  it. 
Upon  Wednesday  he  was  again  wrinkled,  and 
accordingly  I  set  to  work  and  got  a  labour  skin 
off  him.  I  knew  that  it  was  a  labour  skin,  be> 
cause  he  said  he  objected  specially  to  it,  and 
the  honorable  member  asked  me  to  take  it  away 
quickly. 

The  horwrable  member  for  Parramatta  in- 
terjected :  "  My  leader  has  never  called  me 
a  rat  " ;  but  I  am  sure  that  the  honorable 
member  for  Ballarat  has  never  so  described 
his  former  colleague  and  loyal  supporter. 
The  honorable  member  for  Richmond  re- 
plied— 

Honorable  members  opposite  have  charged  me 
with  every  political  offence,  and  now  they  cannot 
stand  an  honest,  truthful  statement.  Upon 
Thursday  the  honorable  member  for  Parramatta 
was  still  wrinkled,  and  I  got  a  Protectionist  skin 
off  him.  On  Friday  he  shed  a  single  tax  skin, 
and  on  the  Saturday,  as  be  was  still  wrinkled, 
I  took  a  Socialist's  skin  off  him.  Although  I 
tell  this  to  honorable  members  in  an  allegorical 
way,  my  statement  is  theoretically  true.  I  have 
known  the  honorable  member  as  a  fiscal  sinker, 
as  a  free-trader,  as  a  Labour  member,  as  a  pro- 
tectionist, as  a  tingle  taxer,  and  as  a  socialist, 
all  within  a  few  years.  After  I  had  finished 
with  him  on  the  Simday  morning,  he  looked 
about  as  amiable  as  a  snake  does  in  spring  time. 
AH  this  only  proves  the  honorable  member's 
powers  of  adaptability,  and  shows  that  he  is 
able  to  feed  out  of  any  nose-bag. 

I  recall  the  many  times  that  I  have  lis- 
tened with  admiration  to  the  eloquence  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Ball  a  rat — elo- 
quence that  leaves  no  lips  as  it  leaves  his. 
I  remember  the  occasion  when  the  honor- 
able member  fw  Corangamite  was  half 
hesitating  to  cross  the  floor  of  the  House, 
and  the  htxiorable  member  cried  out : 
**  Stay  where  you  are;  I  do  not  want  you." 
The  honoraible  monber  for  MaribyrntMig 
joined  with  me  in  cheering  that  remark. 
How  does  he  feel  in  his  present  oMopany? 
In  the  right  honorable  member  for  East 
Sydney  we  have  perhaps  the  most  cheery 
optimist  in  the  House.  I  have  never  heard 
him  as  leader  of  the  Opposition  utter  a 
really  cruel  or  bitt^rgiUfSff^GTkitgleww 
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than  I  can  say  of  the  honcwable 
member  for  Farramatta  vhsa  he  held 
a  similar  position.  Do  we  not  all  re- 
member how  bitter  he  was,  and  how  the 
present  leader  of  the  Oppcwition  used  to  re- 
sent his  storming  and  raving?  The  right 
honorable  member  for  East  Sydney  used  to 
say  that  tbt  ProtectiOTist  Party  ccMi&isted 
simply  of  "66  Bourke-street."  In  the 
words  of  Hans  Breitmann  I  may  well  ex- 
claim, "  Where  is  dot  barty  now  ?  "  The 
honorable  member  fdr  Maril>yrni(xig,  who 
has  worked  hard  and  loyally  for  the  cause 
of  prelection,  would  not  say  that  any  one  of 
the  four  members  of  the  Liberal  Party  now 
sitting  in  the  Ministerial  corner  are  less  loyal 
to  the  principles  of  protection  than  he  is  be- 
cause they  choose  to  remain  on  this  side  of 
the  House  and  refuse  to  join  their  late  col- 
leagues now  on  the  Opposition  benches.  The 
honorable  member  has  doubtless  crossed  the 
floor  of  the  House  in  loyalty  to  his  leader. 
A  warning  has  gMie  forth.  The  Age  has 
spoken  clearly  and  distinctly.  The  honor- 
able member  for  Ballarat  has  never  had  a 
more  loyal  friend,  or  a  stronger  one,  to  help 
him  than  he  had  in  the  man  who  now  lies 
silent  in  the  grave — the  man  who  has  left 
behind  him  the  Age  as  a  monument  of  his 
ability  and  genius.  I  propose  now  to  ad- 
dress myself  briefly  to  the  Dreadnought 
question.  I  am  neither  a  French- 
man nor  a  German,  but  I  admire  both  the 
Germans  and  the  French.  The  Socialist 
movement  in  Germany  is  beoraning  very 
strong,  and  no  better  organized  or  better 
controlled  body  of  workers  is  to  be  found 
in  the  world  than  exists  there  to-day.  If 
the  Germans  desire  to  build  more  war-ships, 
is  it  not  impertinence  on  the  part  of  any 
other  nation  to  say  that  they  ^all  not  do 
so?  In  passing,  I  should  like  to  quote  the 
c^ini<m  of  the  Americans  with  regard  to  the 
English  pet^le.  Let  me  read  a  quotation 
tmia  Seribner*s  Magaztne,  which  is  univer- 
sally read,  and  is  printed  in  England  as 
well  as  the  United  States : — 

Who  are  the  Eaglish  and  what  aie  the  Eng- 
lish? They  are  Sanons,  who  love  the  land,  who 
love  their  liberty,  and  whose  sole  claim  to  genius 
ii  their  commoa  sense. 

Am  I  not  speaking  fairly   when   I  ask 
"  Are  not  the  Saxms  a  German  race  pure 
and  simple  ?  "    I  believe  the  best  strain 
in  the  ^glo-Celtic-Saxon  race  is  the  Ger- 
man blood  that  permutes  it.    Whv  did  I 
raise  my  hat  to  the  German  flag  in  the  New 
I^rides,  and  also  to  the  French  flag?  Be- 
I  was  glad  to  recognise  a  European 
With  the  excepticxi  of  Europe,  this 
Maloney. 


is  the  only  continent  that  is  dominated 
wholly  and  solely  by  white  races.  Two  of 
the  great  ctwitinents  of  the  world  are  domi- 
nated by  the  coloured  race,  and  I  believe 
that  the  race  which  controls  Australia  will 
ultimately  control  the  world.  I  am  there- 
fore glad  to  see  the  flags  of  the  various 
white  natiwis.  The  bars  and  stars  will 
stand  as  a  sentinel  against  danger  when  the 
call  comes  from  the  East.  Their  quarantine 
laws  save  us  from  disease.  Speaking  of 
quarantine,  I  scHnewhat  resent  an  acticHi 
that  has  been  taken  in  the  recess,  but,  as 
that  has  not  been  referred  to  on  the  other 
side,  I  shall  not  be  the  one  to  speak  of  the 
matter.  With  regard  to  DreadnougMs,  it 
seems  to  me,  now  that  the  genius  of  in- 
ventors is  hang  turned  to  the  problem  ot 
the  conquest  of  the  air,  it  is  absurd  to 
place  so  much  reliance  upon  battleships-. 
It  puts  me  in  mind  of  the  old  knights,  who 
went  out  laden  with  armour  and  a  big 
spear,  and  mounted  on  a  cart  horse,  to  kill 
a  few  men.  Everybody  knows  that  if  c«ie 
of  them  fell  off  his  horse,  it  took  two  or 
three  men  to  put  him  on  again.  The  genius 
of  inventicm  will,  I  think,  make  these  iron- 
clads in  a  little  while  as  useless  as-  the  old 
men  in  armour.  When  the  Stock  Exchange 
in  Collins-street  was  agitating  for  the  pre- 
sentation of  a  Dreadnought,  it  would  have 
been  well  if  the  Prime  Minister  had  said 
to  them,  "  I  do  not  care  to  spend  j^SOfOOo 
to  take  a  referendum  of  the  electors,  but 
if  you  will  subscribe  lo  per  cent,  in  Vic- 
toria, and  I  o  per  cent,  in  New  South 
Wales,  I  will  take  that  as  an  indication 
that  Australia  wants  to  make  the  gift,  and 
will  pledge  my  honour  as  Prime  Minister 
to  bring  in  a  referendum  and  a  graduated 
land  tax.  Then,  if  Australia,  which  owes 
a  great  debt  of  gratitude  to  the  H<»ne- 
land  wants  to  give  twenty  Dreadnoughts, 
I,  as  Treasurer,  will  know  that  the  vcMce 
of  Australia  will  have  said  so,  and  also  that 
I  can  get  the  mcmey  from  a  land  tax."  That 
would  have  settled  the  matter  at  once.  Does 
any  honorable  member  assert  that  to  borrow 
;^2, 000,000  from  England  and  give  it  to 
her  again  would  pay  the  debt  of  fealty 
that  we  owe  to  her?  I,  as  the  son  of  an 
old  English  mother,  love  the  Homeland, 
althougli  I  have  loathing  and  contempt  for 
some  of  its  infamous  laws.  In  Great  Britain 
no  man  can  claim  a  vote  on  account  of  his 
manhood.  He  can  on\y  get  it  directly  bv 
ownership,  or  indirectly  by  rental.  When 
every  English  man  and  English  wcsnan  has 
a  voie,  there  will  be  a  gr^nd^sweetiuig  out 
in  that  oountrj-,  i^HRfe^^^yyStent  in 
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the  Homeland  will  spring  to  the  greatness 
that  we  ail  hope  to  see,  although  it  will 
never  do  so  under  a  restricted  franchise.  I 
believe  it  was  in  1883  that  the  British 
House  of  Commons,  of  630  members,  de- 
clared by  a  majority  of  145  that  it  was  not 
absurd  that  a  quorum  of  the  House  should 
consist  of  three  members.  Fancv  three 
members  being  «itrusted  with  the  destinies 
of  the  whole  British  Empire !  Last  ses- 
uon  I  asked  questions  of  the  then  Trea- 
surer with  regard  to  the  ounage  of  silver. 
I  wanted  at  the  time  to  devise  a  plan 
wh«d^  we  oould  build  the  Federal  Capital 
without  bOTTOwing,  and  without  any  ex- 
pense. I  saw  that  it  could  be  done  through 
the  coinage  of  silver,  although  the  price  of 
silver  has-  now  risen  a  good  deal  above  what 
it  was  then.  I  asked  the  following 'ques- 
tions on  the  3rd  December,  1908,  as  re- 
ported in  Hansard,  page  2629 — 

t.  What  the  profit  would  be  on  the  minting 
of  j£i,i3oo,ooo  of  Australian  silver  at  the  price 
quoted  in  the  Age  of  2nd  December,  viz., 
ts.  10  5-i6d.  per  standard  ounce? 

2.  What  would  be  the  cost  of  minting  same 
al  the  asual  rate  of  3  per  cent.  ? 

3.  What  would  be  the  net  profit  on  such  pur- 
chase after  deducting  such  stated  cost  or  any 
other  contingent  expense? 

These  were  the  answers — 

I.  The  gross  profit  on  coining  ;^i,ooo,ooo  of 
silver  bullion  would  be  ^1,957,983. 

We  could -build  a  very  fine  Federal  Capital 
for  half  that  sum  as  a  start. ~ 

3-  j£'i354t555>  made  up  as  follows 
Gross  profit,  ^^1,957,983.  Deduct  estimated 
charges  (assuming  that  the  cuius 
would  be  made  by  the  Royal  Mint  in 
London) — Coinage  (3  per  cent,  on  face 
value  of  ^a,9S7.98j).  l^^TS^  \  freight 
and  other  expenses  (1.4  per  cent,  on 
face  value),  /4i,4i2;  rehabilitation  in 
perpetuity  (i6  per  cent,  on  face 
value),  ;^473,277 — ;^6o3,428;  nett  profit 
(being  4;-79  per  cent,  on  face  value), 
/I.3S4.55S- 

The  first  answers  which  I  got  from  the 
then  TmasurtT  were  quite  erroneous,  hut, 
ultimately,  after  insisting  upon  a  proper 
answer,  I  got  the  above  figures.  That 
brings  me  to  the  question  of  a  Common- 
weakh  note  issue,  and  of  banking.  Many 
cheap  sneers  were  cast  at  the  pn^>osals  of 
tbe  honorable  member  ioT  South  Sydney 
in  that  directimi  when  he  was  Prime  Minis- 
ter, and  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  same 
jeers  and  sneers  will  be  uttered  to-day.  I 
remember  how  the  same  thing  happened  in 
the  VictMiaii  Parliament,  before  the  burst- 
ing of  the  boom,  when  I  suggested  that  no 
public  company  should  be  allowed  to  pay 


mcHre  than  10  per  cent  in  dividoids,  but 
that  all  over  that  should  be  put  to  a  reserve 

fund,  and  half  handed  over  to  the  State. 
If  honorable  members  had  only  heard  the 
laughs  and  jeers  that  came  from  the  fat 
men  at  that  time,  they  would  have  pitied 
me.  But  after  the  boom  burst,  every  one 
of  them,  from  Mr.  G.  D.  Carter  down- 
wards, told  me  that  they  wished  that  my 
proposal  had  been  made  law,  as  it  would 
have  helped  to  avert  the  crash.  I  did  not 
know  at  the  time  that  the  railway  com- 
panies in  England  were  compelled  by  law 
to  reduce  freights  and  fares  if  they  paid 
more  than  5  per  cent,  in  dividends.  As 
an  instance  of  how  a  bank  may  run  for 
centuries,  I  wish  to  quote  from  The  New 
Ettcyclopcedia  of  Social  Reform,  volume  i, 
page  89,  the  following  information  re- 
giarding  the  Bank  of  Venice,  which  started 
in  1 17 1,  lasted  for  626  years,  and  was 
orAy  brought  to  an  end  when  the  victorious 
armies  of  Xapoletm  swept  over  Switzer- 
land— 

Steven  Colwell'i  digest  of  fourteen  authori- 
ties leads  to  the  following  deductions,  aS  will 
be  seen  by  perusal  of  bis  able  work  : 

It  proves  that  there  was  a  national  bank  of 
Venice  founded  on  a  loan  of  2,000,000  ducats 
spent  by  the  Slate  in  1171,  and  the  bank  existed 
within  the  memory  of  living  men,  a  period  of 
6a6  years,  duiin^;  whicS  time  it  was  gradually 
enlarged  over  700  per  cent. 

That,  in  r4a3,  tbe  4  per  cent,  interest  pre- 
viously paid  was  abolished. 

That  all  promise  of  reimbursement,  other  than 
transfer  of  credit  receipts,  was  alwlished. 

That  no  coin  was  kept  as  a  specie  basis  of 
credit,  or  for  strengthening  the  nation. 

That  no  promise  to  pay  any  coin  was  made 
after  1423,  for  nearly  400  years  of  its  con- 
tinuance. 

That  the  premium  fixed  by  law  Of  20  per 
cent,  premium  over  the  Venetian  gold  ducat,  so 
celebrated  for  its  fineness  in  export,  was  a  real 
superiority  of  legal  money  of  account  over  the 
commodity  gold,  and  over  gold  currency. 

That  it  was  not  dependent  on  any  promise  of 
convertibility  or  redemption  in  gold,  as  no  claim 
for  any  gold  was  acknowledged  in  the  National 
Bank. 

That  it  continued  for  nearly  400  years  with 
all  these  extraordinary  attributes,  producing  no 
financial  derangements  and  no  oppostiion;  but, 
on  the  contrary,  grew  tmtil  it  exceeded  tbe  money 
fer  capita  of  any  nation  in  Europe,  ancient  and 
modem,  and  was  the  pride  of  Venice,  the  envy 
of  Europe. 

That  it  only  fell  when  Napoleon  conquered 
Venice,  when  it  had  reached  an  issue  exceeding 
$i6,oon,ooo  of  Government  credit  or  money  for 
200,000  people,  excluding  the  dependencies  of 
Venice. 

Will  any  honorable  member  deny  that  we 
would  be  much  stronger  with  a  Common- 
wealth rK>te  issue,  guaranteed  by  the  Com- 
monwealth, and  backed  up  by  every  hill 
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and  vale  of  Australia,  and  with  a  further 
guarantee  that  every  penny  of  profit  would 
l»e  spent  in  improving  the  Federal  Capital, 
or  buiI(Hng  a  transccmtinental  railway?  I 
will  strongly  suppCMt  the  proposed  Com- 
monwealth note  issue,  although,  as  an  old 
bank  clerk,  I  do  not  wish  to  reflect  <»i  the 
present  banking  system  of  Melbourne. 
Some  of  the  bank  managers  were  chaffing 
me  recently  about  our  terrible  Labour 
Party.  They  said  they  would  like  to  bring 
in  laws  to  amwid  the  party,  and  I  replied 
that  I  would  not  object  if  I  were  allowed 
to  introduce  some  of  the  Chinese  banking 
laws,  one  of  which  was  that,  when  a  bank 
failed,  the  manager  and  directors  should 
be  decapitated.  One  result  of  that  provi- 
sion is  that  the  banks  in  China  do  not  fail. 
It  is  my  privilege  sometimes  to  be  reported 
by  the  press.  I  spoke  last  Tuesday  night 
for  about  half  a  hour,  and  on  Wednesday 
morning  the  only  report  that  was  published 
appeared  in  the  Age,  to  the  effect  that  I 
advised  the  people,  if  they  wished  to  judge 
the  honorable  member  for  Flinders  properly, 
to  read  ihe  Age  for  the  last  month.  Need 
I  say  any  more  about  the  hwiorable  member  ? 
May  I  congratulate'the  honorable  members 
for  Maribynwng  and  Bourke  upon  their 
new  colleague?  If  they  bring  him  to  a 
knowledge  of  the  error  of  his  ways,  and 
make  him  a  good  protectionist,  they  will 
do  well.  If  they  make  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Parramatta  a  real  protectionist, 
never  to  break  awav  again,  they  will  do 
well.  If  they  can  remove  from  the  splen- 
didly-endowed brain  of  the  right  honorable 
member  for  East  Sydney  his  ideas  in  re- 
gard to  free-trade,  they  will  do  well.  But 
I  do  not  think  that,  in  their  heart  of  hearts, 
they  believe  any  of  these  things  to  be  pos- 
sible. Jeremy  Bentham,  standing  before 
the  Stock  Exchange  in  London^  and  read- 
ing the  Biblical  words  which  are  carved 
thereon  in  sttMie,  *'  The  earth  is  the  Lord's, 
and  the  fullness  thereof,"  said,  "That  is  a 
lie ;  it  belongs  to  the  landlords,  and  they 
are  not  making  proper  use  of  it."  The 
infamous  land  laws  of  England,  grafted 
upon  Australian  conditions,  have  caused  in- 
justice here.  I  do  not  deny  that  there  are 
good  land-owners,  who  declare  that,  when 
land  is  scarce,  private  estates  should  be  re- 
sumed, and  who  only  claim  what  I  am  sure 
this  Parliament  would  always  grant,  that 
fair  prices  should  be  paid -for  property  that 
is  resumed.  Direct  taxation  is  coming  in 
England,  and  we  shall  soon  have  to  follow 
the  British  example.    It  is  only  by  taxing 


unimproved  land  values  that  the  Federal 
Government  can  raise  suffident  revenue  to 
carry  out  its  functicms,  and  free  ttsdf  from 
the  chains  forged  by  what  are  tamed  State 
rights.  Those  who  suppOTt  State  rights 
must  remember  that  the  people  who  create 
this  Parliament  have  not  the  same  franchise 
in  regard  to  the  State  Houses.  We  must 
have  a  proper  land  tax.  and  I  am  certain 
that  this  Parliament  will,  in  its  wisdom, 
ultimately  impose  such  a  tax.  But  do  the 
honorable  members  for  Maribyrnong  and 
Bourke  think  that  they  will  e^  persuade 
a  majority  of  their  side  to  support  such  a 
proposal  ?  The  h(HXffable  member  fox  Bal- 
larat^  however,  max.  take  heart  of  grace, 
because  if  he  brings  forward  such  a  tax» 
those  on  this  side  will  loyally  follow  1dm. 
They  *do  not  mind  who  leads,  when  an 
portunity  is  given  to  make  one  of  the  planks 
of  their  platform  operative.  On  one  occa- 
sion I  asked  Sir  George  Turner's 
whip,  a  namesake,  if  he  could  name 
an  instance  when  he  had  found  it  ne- 
cessary to  question  me  as  to  how  I  would 
vote.  No  whip  ever  had  need  to  ask  me 
such  a  question,  because  I  voted  always  for 
the  planks  of  the  platform.  SiraUarly, 
other  manbers  of  the  party  will  vote  to 
make  those  planks  effective,  whether  the 
opportunity  is  given  by  a  direct  proposal, 
or  by  means  of  an  amendment  or  clause. 
When  we  cc«ne  to  have  a  land  ta\,  I  hope 
that  it  will  be  cumulative,  so  as  to  cause  our 
lands  to  be  available  to  the  native-bom,  and 
thus  carry  out  the  desire  of  the  honord^le 
member  for  Ballarat  to  throw  op^  our 
country  to  all  white  persons,  but  prefer- 
ably to  those  of  the  British  race,  with  pre- 
cedence to  Australians.  A  land  tax  would 
open  up  our  lands,  and  prevent  persons 
fr<xn  leaving  Victoria,  which,  to  the  un- 
utterable disgrace  of  the  present  State  Go- 
vernment, is,  as  has  been  shown  by  the  Age, 
losing  populati(Hi  daily.  When,  as  in 
South  Australia,  there  are  over  i,ooo  appli- 
cants for  137  allotments,  and  hundreds  of 
applications  for  selections  all  over  Victoria, 
it  is  made  plain  to  us  that  we  should  follow 
the  example  of  the  old  Romans  and  other 
nations  of  antiquity,  who,  although  when 
they  conquered  a  country  they  might  remove 
its  inhabitants  to  oth«'  places,  eventually 
settled  than  on  the  land,  to  lay  the  founda- 
ti(xis  of  future  greabiess.  I  hope  to  see  a 
land  tax  imposed  which  will  make  Au^ 
tralia  an  example  to  other  countries,  and 
will  so  strengthen  us  that  in  time  of  trouble 
we  shall  be  able  to  face  any  ^emy.  We 
should  stand,  not  four-sided  bo  every  wind 
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that  blows,  but  encircled  by  the  inviolate  sea. 
The  events  of  to-day  have  shown  the  need 
for  elected  Ministries.  Each  Minister 
should  be  chosen,  not  by  a  party,  but  by 
the  House  The  Labour  Party  has  set  an 
example  in  this  respect  to  those  who  appear 
to  be  the  victors  now.  We,  for  the  first 
time  in  the  history  of  Australia,  elected  a 
Government.  Let  honOTable  members  op- 
posite insist  upon  the  same  thing  happen- 
ing in  tb^r  case.  My  vote  will  always 
go  for  elective  Ministries. 

Mr.  Mauger. — The  election  of  a  Minis- 
try bv  the  House  might  mean  that  the 
honorable  member  for  Wide  Bay  and  the 
honorable  member  for  Flinders  would  sit 
,  together  on  the  Treasury  bench. 

Dr.  MALONEY.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber cannot  be  as  astute  as  I  think  him  if 
that  is  his  <^inion.    He  kixnvs  that  the 
honorable  member  for  Flinders  would  not 
have  Buckley's  chance  of  being  elected  a 
Minister.    The  Ixwiorable  member  for  Dar- 
win once  told  us  of  a  man  named  Muldoon, 
in  Texas,  who  had  a  famous  bull,  which 
was  as  tame  as  the  poodles  which  s(xne 
lai^  are  so  f cmd  of,  and  on  gala  days  was 
decked  out  with  ribbons.    On  one  occa- 
aaa,  however,  it  escaped  from  the  pad- 
dock, and  got  in  fnmt  of  a  locomotive. 
After  the  contest  between  them,  Muldoon 
gathered  up  the  hair  and  the  horns,  and 
apostrophized  the  remains  sc^ewhat  in  this 
fashion:  "Well,  matey,  while  I  admire 
your  pluck,  I  can  only  say  'damn  your 
judgment'  "    When  the  history  of  to-day 
ccmes  to  be  written,   some  of  the  well- 
vidbm  of  the  party  which  is  ik>w  the  d<xni- 
nant  one  will  say  in  respect  to  tEe  vote 
vhid)  they  have  given,  "Hang  their  judg- 
ment." 

Mr.  HUME  COOK  (Bourke)  [10.36].— 
The  honorable  member  for  Melbourne  Eas 
made  a  statement  which,  as  it  reflects  on 
me,  I  feel  I  must  answer.  He  has  stated 
that  I  was  on  one  occasiwi  a  member  of  the 
Labour  Party,  and  that  he  could  adduce 
proof  of  the  statement.  He  referred  to  the 
time  of  my  entry  into  the  State  Parliament 
in  1894.  I  was  not  elected  as  a  member 
of  the  Labour  Party,  but  after  my  electicxi 
Mr.  Trenwith,  its  leader,  invited  me  to 
jffln  it.  I  declined  the  offer,  but  ot  being 
subsequently  asked  if  I,  with  others  who 
wee  not  members,  would  attend  meetings 
to  discuss  matters  of  importance  amnected 
with  public  affairs,  I,  after  satae  considera- 
tion, agreed  to  do  so.  I  attended -a  few 
sod)  meetings,  as  did  also  Mr.  Walter 


Hamilton,  and  others  who  were  not  mem- 
bers of  the  Labour  Party  ;  but  I  never  jdned 
the  party,  and  had  no  intenti<xi  of  joining 
it.  Expecting  from  what  I  have  recently 
read  in  the  <^ial  organ  of  the  Labour 
Party  that  a  statement  of  this  kind  would 
be  made,  I  have  brought  with  me  a  copy 
of  a  letter  which  I  wrote  twelve  ^-ears  aga 
Dr.  Malonev. — I  have  not  read  the 
statement  to  which  the  hcxiorable  member 
refers.  ■ 

Mr.  HUME  COOK.— The  letter  Is  as 
follows : — 

79  Sydney-road,  Brunswick, 
30th  September,  1897. 

To  the  Secretaiy  of  the  United  Labour  Party 
of  Victoria,  Office  20,  Trades  Hall, 
Melbourne. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  am  duly  in  receipt  of  youn  of  the  aTth 
inst.,  requesting  me  to  sign  and  retum  an  en- 
closed "  pledge  "  to  support  the  platform  of  the 
Labour  Party,  and  become  a  member  of  the 
Labour  Party  in  the  Victorian  Parliament. 

As  you  will  already  have  seen,  however,  from 
the  reports  in  the  public  press,  I  am  unable  to 
comply,  having  promised  that  I  would  not  give 
any  pledges  to  any  sect,  society,  or  association 
of  any  kind  whatsoever.  For  all  that,  my  sym- 
pathies have  been,  and  still  are,  entirely  with  the 
labouring  classes,  and  what  is  of  more  conse- 
quence, my  votes  in  Parliament  have  ever  been, 
and,  if  returned  again,  will  still  be,  given  on 
their  behalf  in  any  just  demand. 

That  letter  proves  two  things.  If  I  were 
a  member  of  the  Labour  Party  I  could 
hardly  be  invited  at  the  time  mentioned  to 
beoxne  a  manber ;  had  I  been  a  member 
at  the  time  the  honorable  member  iot  Mel- 
bourne alleges,  there  was  no  occasi<m  to 
ask  me  to  join  it  at  a  later  date.  As  a 
fact,  I  have  never  at  any  time  signed  the 
pledge  to  become  a  member  of  the  party, 
nor  have  I  at  any  time  been  a  member  of 
the  party. 

Dr.  Malonev. — By  wav  of  personal  ex- 
olanation,  I  may  say  that  I  am  sure  the 
honorable  member  for  fiourke  will  acquit 
me  of  any  desire  to  treat  him  imfairly. 
The  honorable  member  says  that  I  said  he 
was  elected  as  a  Labour  member,  but  I 
did  not  do  so.  The  matter  was  exactlv  as 
he  describes  j  but  what  is  new  to  me  is  mat 
he  made  a  reserve.  We  met  at  the  gather- 
ings quite  equally,  and  I  did  ccmsider  him 
to  beloig  to  tiie  Labour  Party.  My 
memorv  is  that  when  in  course  of  circum- 
stances he  was  likely  to  be  chosen  a  mem- 
ber, as  was  Mr.  Mackay,  Mr.  Kirton  

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — That  was  in  1899, 
two  years  aftecig1l|»»bylett0OKte  been 
written.  ^ 
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Dr.  Maloney. — Nevertheless,  the  honor- 
able member  attended  the  meetings,  as  Ihe 
minutes  will  show, 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — The  letter  proves 
■  that  I  did  not  belong  to  the  party. 

Mr.  FOSTER  (New  England)  [10.44]. 
— I  should  first,  in  my  few  remarks,  likie 
to  refer  to  the  little  passage-at-arms  be- 
tween the  honorable  member  for  Cook  and 
the  honorable  member  for  Wentworth.  The 
formCT,  in  his  zeal  for  the  cause,  drew  at- 
tention to  the  troubles  at  the  tin  mines.  I 
know  a  good  deal  about  tin  mines,  both  as 
an  owner  and  worker^  and  I  can  assure  the 
honcffable  member  for  Wentworth  that 
when  he  makes  a  mean  attack  on  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Cook  because  be  OHnes 
here  dressed  in  clean  clothes  

Mr.  Kelly.— I  did  nothing  of  the  kind ; 
I  said  it  was  ridiculous  of  him  to  talk  in 
the  way  he  did. 

Mr.  FOSTER.— I  can  assure  the  honor- 
able member  that  on  any  Saturday  night 
or  Sundav  he  can  see  the  tin  miners  dressed 
very  much  better  than  is  the  honorable 
member  for  Cook ;  and  if  tin  miners  got  a 
little  mOTe  fair  play  from  buyers  in  the 
way  of  honest  prices,  thev  would  be  able 
to  dress  better  still.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Cook  merely  touched  the  fringe  of 
a  great  question,  which,  after  all,  is  that 
of  the  fleecing  of  the  workers  of  a  great 
part  of  their  earnings.  Sane  honorable 
members  mav  see  cause  for  sadness  in  the 
present  position  of  Parliament ;  but  to  me 
it  is  a  time  for  absolute  jubilation.  Many 
years  ago  our  party  accomplished  a  fusion 
which  is  now  being  «nulated  by  members 
of  the  Opposition.  We  accomplished  a 
fusion  of  democratic  protectionists  and  de- 
mocratic free-traders ;  and  to-night  we 
have  the  glorious  spectacle  of  a  fusion  of 
Conservative  free-traders  and  Conservative 
protectionists,  which  is  ah  ideal  I  have 
been  anxious  to  see  consummated  for  many 
years.  Time  and  again  in  New  South 
Wales.  I  have  told  the  people  that  there 
are  only  two  parties  in  politics — the  great 
democratic  Labour  Party^  and  the  other 
party  which  is  arraYcd  against  them  of 
many  heads  and  many  secticms.  Right 
throughout  the  different  States  it  has  been 
proved  that,  while  these  sections  were 
divided  cm  one  or  two  questi<Mis,  thev  were 
Tories  at  heart,  and  now  in  New  South 
Wales  we  see  the  Tory  protectionists  fall- 
ing into  the  arms  of  the  Tory  free-traders. 
I  am  proud,  however,  to  see  one  honorable 
old  protecticmisti  the  member  for  Hume, 
who  has  been  a  fighter  for  the  cause 


all  the  years  of  his  political  life,  sitting  in 
the  corner  with  democrats.  Although  he 
does  not  belone;  to  our  party,  we  have  known 
him  in  the  past  history  of  New  South 
Wales ;  and  I  am  not  at  all  surprised  to 
find  him  where  he  is.  But  the  Ministry 
which  is  about  to  be  slaughtered,  owing  to 
the  intrigues  of  the  last  few  weeks,  have 
only  themselves  to  blame,  seeing  that  they 
have  dared  to  do  things  merely  talted  about 
hitherto.  The  mcmsent  I  saw  the  Labour 
Party's  policy  announced  at  Gympie, 
when  the  first  shot  was  fired  towards 
the  cheapening  of  land,  I  knew  that 
a  1 1  the  forces  and  powers  of  the 
Conservatives,  land  monopolists,  and  finan- 
ciers would  be  brought  to  bear  to  shift 
the  Government.  This  combination  ha^ 
been  brought  about  by  the  daily  press ;  but 
who  has  pulled  the  strings  behind  the 
press?  Some  time  ago  the  great  Daily 
Telegraph  and  Sydney  Mormng  Herald 
called  the  protectionists  here  all  the 
abbminable  names  they  oould  think  of ;  but 
now  the>'  call  on  the  creatures  of  th«r 
creation  to  stand  firmly  even  for  the  Tariff, 
so  that  they  may  gain  their  great  end — to 
scotch  the  Labour  Party,  and  block  them 
frran  giving  the  people  land  and  htMnes. 
Then  when  the  Prime  Minister  fired  the 
first  shot  in  favour  of  clean  finances,  and 
proposed  a  step  which  could  only  lead  to 
the  establishment  of  a  great  natitxial  bank 
for  the  control,  not  (mly  of  the  currency, 
but  I  hope  of  the  great  bulk  of  the  bank- 
ing, what  could  we  expect  those  pec^le  to 
do  who  are  making  money  in  the  present 
financial  institutions?  They  could  not  sit 
calmly  by  and  see  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
pounds  taken  out  of  their  pockets.  It  is 
only  a  few  months  ago  since  their  kindred 
in  the  Old  World  made  gold  scarce,  caus- 
ing manufacturers  of  metals  and  textiles 
to  pav  frOTi  10  to  100  per  cent,  in- 
terest on  loans  to  meet  their  obli- 
gations and  reducing  the  price  of  wool 
and  metals  in  this  country  very  rapidly. 
These  gjentlemen  are  alive  to  facts,  and  see 
in  Australia  a  party  beginning  a  new  era 
of  prosperity  for  tlie  workers.  By  the 
workers  I  do  not  mean  only  wage-earners, 
but  farmers  and  miners,  whether  they  own 
their  farms  or  mines  or  not,  as 
long  as  they  work  in  a  legitimate 
way,  and  every  man  or  wcHnan  engaged 
in  legitimate  business  in  the  Comnsxi- 
wealth.  It  is  for  that  reason  that  honor- 
able mwnbers  opposite  cry  out  "  To  your 
tents^  O  Israel  I"  Tbfr-old  najties  have 
only  one  mssioifi'Sl^Si^l^yy^to^^y  a  game 
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of  bJuff — to  delay,  block,  and  obstruct. 
With  grand  audacity,  they  claim  to  be  as 
good  as  Labour  men,  but  really  what  they 
mean  is  that  they  are  as  good  in  support 
of  vealth  as  Labour  men  are  in  support  of 
the  great  bulk  of  the  people ;  and  I  hope 
that  true  interpretation  will  be  kept  in 
miod.  Another  opp<»tunity  will  occur  for 
discussion  of  these  matters  in  detail;  and 
I  know  that  those  who  have  been  under 
the  burden  of  intrigue  are  anxious  to 
reach  the  consummation  of  their  actim. 
While  anxious  to  speak  at  greater  length, 
we  must  all  realize  the  necessity  of  pushing 
on  with  the  work  of  the  country.  My  great 
r^tret  is  that  the  worthv  Prime  Minister, 
who  has  shown  such  splendid  capacity, 
along  with  the  members  of  his  Cabinet,  is 
not  allowed  to  show  what  he  can  do.  The 
Government  have  not  been  given  anything 
like  a  fair  test ;  but,  at  any  rate,  I  am 
tbaokful  to  say  that  in  the  course  Of  a  fev 
short  mcMittis  we  shall  have  to  before  the 
people,  our  masters.  When  that  day  ar- 
Htcs  the  people  of  Australia  will  give  the 
Kreat  Labour  Party  the  chance  it  should 
hart, 

Mr.  FISHER  (Wide  Bay— Treasurer) 
[10.54]. — Owing  to  the  manner  in  which 
the  motion  for  the  adjoununent  of  the 
debate  on  the  Address-in-Replv  was 
moved.  I  could  not  ask  a  quesftiwi 
which  I  should  like  to  ask  now, 
namely,  whether  the  motion  was  submitted 
with  the  concurrence  of  the  leader  of  the 
OppoMtion. 

Mr.  D&AKIN. — Certainly. 
Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Hoose  adjourned  at  10.55  P-o^* 


Senate. 

Friday,  28  May^  igog. 


The  President  took  the  diair  at  10.30 
a.ni.,  and  read  prayers. 

PAPER. 

Senator  McGREGOR  laid  upon  the 
taUe  the  following  paper: — 

Corteapfmdence  regarding  a  Conference  be- 
iweeo  Representatives  of  His  Majesty's  Govem- 
nent  and  the  Govemmenti  of  the  self-goveni- 
iag  Dominions  on  the  subject  of  Naval  and 
Miliurv  Defence. 

[7] 


ADJOURNMENT. 

Position  of  the  Government. 

Senator  McGREGOR  (South  Australia 
— Vice-President  of  the  Executive  Council) 
[10.31]. — In  view  of  what  has  transpired 
in  another  place,  and  the  position  of  affairs 
in  connexion  with  the  Government,  I  beg  to 
move — 

That  the  Senate  do  now  adjourn. 
Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Senate  adjourned  at  10.32  a.in. 


IQouse  of  Krpresentatibes. 

Friday^  28  May,  igog. 


Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  10.30 
a.m.,  and  read  prayers. 

PAPER:  POSITION  OF  THE 

GOVERXMEXT. 

Mr.  FISHER  {Wide  Bay— Treasurer) 
[10.30]. — By  the  division  taken  yesterday 
afternoon  the  House  declared  that  it  was 
not  disposed  to  continue  the  discussion  of 
the  proposed  Address-in-Reply  to  the 
speech  of  His  Excellency  the  Governor- 
General,  and  as  that  course  was  taken  in 
oppositicffi  to  the  Ministry,  we  do  not  pro- 
pose to  proceed  further  with  business  at 
this  sitting,  and  will  take  the  earliest  op- 
portunity to  consider  our  position.  But 
before  moving  the  adjournment  of  the 
House  I  wish  to  be  allowed,  by  the  cour- 
tesy of  the  Opposition,  to  lay  on  the  table — 

Correspondence  regarding  a  Conference  be- 
tween Representatives  of  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment and  the  Governments  of  the  self.govern- 
ing  Dominions  on  the  subject  of  Naval  and 
Military  Defence, 

and  to  move- 
That  the  document  be  printed. 
Mr.  DEAKIN  (Ballarat)  [10.31].— Mr. 

Speaker  

Sir  William  I-yne. — Judas  ! 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Order  I 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — It  is  time  that  this 

was   stopped,    and   it   will   have .  to  be 

stopped. 

Mr.  SPEAKER,— I  had  yesterday  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Hume  to  the  fact  that  he  must 
not  employ  the  expression  which  he  has 
just  used,  and  at  my  request  he  withdrew 
it.  I  ask  him  now  to  withdraUL)ff  U^aiuj 
and  I  think  that  it  is  due  to  the  House,  as 
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this  is  the  second  occasicHi  upon  which  a 
withdrawal  has  been  required  of  him,  that 
he  should  express  his  legret  that  he  has 
been  led  to  repeat  it. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — Yesterday,  when 
you.  Sir,  requested  me  to  withdraw  the 
expression,  I  did  so,  and  I  withdraw  it 
again  now.  But  when  I  am  out  of  the 
Chamber  I  need  not  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  Crouch. — Is  that  a  proper  with- 
drawal? I  would  point  out,  Sir,  that  the 
expression  has  been  used,  not  in  the  heat 
of  the  moment,  but  deliberately.  Its  use 
was  deliberate  yc&terday,  and  again  this 
morning. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Hume  has  absolutely  withdra^vn 
his  remark.  What  he  may  do  outside  the 
Chamber  is  no  concern  of  mine.  The 
question  of  taste  whidi  arises  as  to  the 
propriety  pf  using  such  an  expression  must 
be  settled  by  the  honcvable  member  him- 
self; it  is  not  the  ccmcern  of  the  Speaker. 

Mr.  DEAKIX.— On  reflection,  I  think 
that  it  will  be  more  oxivenient  if  I  defer, 
imtil  the  adjournment  is  moved,  the  re- 
marks I  had  intended  to  make. 

QuesticHi  resolved  in  the  afiirmatiMe. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Feksonal    Explanations — Position  of 
THE  Government. 
Mr.   FISHER  (Wide  Bay— Treasurer) 
['0-34]- — I  move — 

That  the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

I  may  add  that  I  learn  that  in  another 
place  the  Address- in- Reply  has  been 
adopted. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — Until  when  is'  it 
proposed  to  adjourn  ? 

Mr.  FISHER.— I  am  willing  to  meet 
the  convenience  of  honwable  members  in 
the  matter. 

Mr.  DE.^KIX  (Ballarat)  [10.35].— The 
occurrence  which  took  place  when  I  rose 
to  address  you  just  now,  Mr.  Spealcer, 
calls  for  some  brief  notice.  Last  night  I 
deliberately  refrained  frwn  referring  to 
the  subject,  first,  l)ecause  personal  conflict 
is  antipathetic  to  me,  and,  in  the  next 
place,  because  I  was  of  opinion  that  the 
lioncrable  member  for  Hume  was  not 
weighing  his  words. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Order! 

Honorable  Members. — Hear,  bear. 
^  Sir  WiLUAU  Lyne.— H«ir,  hear.    I  must 
a  "  go  "  if  the  honorable  member  for 
u-at  does. 

r.  SPEAKER.— May  I  sajr  to  the 
!e  that,  when  the  Speaker  rises  to  in- 


tervCTie,  applause  is  as  much  out  of  place 
as  any  sign  of  disapproval  ?  The  expres- 
sion of  either  approval  or  disapproval 
should  be  suppressed  on  such  an  occa»on. 
I  rose  to  r^ind  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Ballarat,  as  I  rminded  him 
yesterday,  that  it  is  not  in  order  to  refer 
to  remarks  which  hare  been  withdrawn. 
As  the  honorable  membo-  for  Hume  has 
withdrawn  the  expression  upon  which  be 
is  coomienting,  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  for  Ballarat  must  not  further 
refer  to  it. 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — I  intend  to  deal  only 
with  statements  made  by  the  honorable 
member  In  the  speech  which  he  delivered 
yesterday  afterno(»i.  Personal  critidsm, 
while  a  necessary  element  in  political  dis- 
cussion, should  be  removed  as  far  as  pos- 
sible from  personal  altercation,  in  which 
I  do  not  propose  to  take  any  part.  I  was 
unable  to  gather  from  his  remarks  any 
coherent  statement  of  the  supposed  or  al- 
leged  grievances  of  the  honorable  member, 
but  whatever  may  be  in  his  mind,  no  sniall 
section  of  honcvable  monbers  is  already 
fully  acquainted  with  all  the  facts. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — They  were  made 
acquainted  with  them  behind  my  back. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Quite  a  dozen  honor- 
able members  of  this  House  and  another, 
having  been  colleagues  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  and  myself,  know  the  inner 
life  of  the  late  Administration.  'Without 
having  communicated  with  them  on  the 
subject,  I  undertake  to  sa^  that  not  one 
of  them  will  indorse  any  of  his  statements. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — They  are  mudi  the 
same  as  their  leader. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Moreover,  of  the  mem-  j 
bers  of  the  party  with  which  I  have  al-  I 
ways  been  associated,  <»ily  four  now  sit 
on  the  other  side  of  the  Oiamber,  and 
three  of  them  have  expressly  disclaimed, 
both  here  and  outside,  any  sympathy  with 
the  h(»iorable  member's  remarks  and  ac- 
tions. Therefore,  Iw  standls  absolutely 
alone. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  will  teach  the 
honorable  member  that  before  I  have  done 

with  him. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— He  is  entitled  to  stand 
absolutely  alone.  We  are  all  compelled  to 
do  that  at  times. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  will  make  the 
honorable  member  stand  alone  bv-and-bv. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  have  often  stood 
alcHie  before. 

Mr.  H.^LL. — But  not  for  long. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— That  has  been  due  to 
the  chcHCe  of  others. 
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Mr.  Hutchison. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber  has  slung  over  his  friends. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  think  that  I  have- 
made  a  sufficient  reply  to  the  remarks  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Hume.  If  any 
particular  all^aticxi  is  made  by  him.  It  can 
be  dealt  with  later.  It  is  sufficient  to  say  that 
his  grievances,  if  he  has  any,  exist  only  in 
bs  own  mind.  My  reply  to  the  inter- 
jection of  the  honorable  member  ior  Hind- 
marsh  is  that  there  is  not  time  to 
discnss  my  relations  with  the  Labour  Ad- 
miaistratioo.  In  the  entertaining  review 
of  the  AttCHme}--GeQeral  last  night,  there 
irere  coavenient  gaps  in  what,  by  oourtesy, 
aight  be  called  his  argument 

Mr.  McDonald. — If  ftny  one  could 
hsK  nen  Uie  hooorable  member  then  he 
vould  not  have  thou^t  that  be  oonsidered 
the  speedi  eotertaining. 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — The  interjectkn  is 
Tery  good  as  a  joke,  but  has  no  relevance 
as  a  statement  of  fact. 

Mr.  McDonald. — I  never  saw  a  man 
look  so  oomed.  I  was  really  acavy  for 
the  bcHiorable  member. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— If  that  were  truth! 

Mr.  McDonald. — It  is. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.  How  odd  then  that 
four  or  five  hcunorable  members  have 
come  to  me  this  morning,  to  say, 
"  I  never  saw  you  appear  less  inter- 
ested than  you  wwe  yesterday  aftemoCKi." 
These  were  not  all  hoKvable  members  ^t- 
tiog  b^ind  me,  and  they,  at  all  events, 
correctly  interpreted  my  mood. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — The  honorable 
member's  true  character  will  be  known  be- 
fore Icug  I 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — I  was  about  to  remind 
ihe  interjector  and  the  Attorney -General 
Ttiy  mildly  that,  if  we  are  to  rely  on  state- 
ments oS  past  relations,  and  the  fact  that  I 
have  beoi  found  in  oppositicHi  at  crucial 
moments  to  both  of  die  Labour  Govern- 
mentt  

Sir  William  Lvne. — And  found  want- 
ing ! 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— We  also  require  to  re- 
member that  it  has  been  by  the  hands  of 
fl>e  Labour  Party  that  each  of  the  two  Ad- 
ffitmstrations  with  which  I  have  been  con- 
acted  have  been  removed  from  c^ce. 

Mr.  Fbazes. — ^At  very  different  periods 
of  time. 

Bfr.  DEAKIN. — ^The  inconvement  fact 
whidi  I  have  mentimed  requires  to  be  re* 
membered. 

Mr.  Watmns. — ^The  honorable  member 
resigned  from  office. 


Mr.  DEAKIN. — When  an  adverse  vote 
had  been  carried  by  the  Labour  Party  on 
each  occasion. 

Mr.  Watkins. — Not  against  the  honor- 
able member's  Ministry. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— In  the  second  case  that 
was  distinctly  so. 

Mr.  Watkins. — But  as  to  the  first  case? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— In  the  first  case  there  ' 
was  not  a  vote  given  in  terms  against  the 
Ministry,  but  there  was  what  was  quite 
equivalent,  since  on  the  hustings  before  we 
were  returned,  and  also  here,  I  had  an- 
nounced that  the  Government  would  accept 
their  amendment  as  a  challenge  to  us.  I 
made  no  complaint  on  either  of  those  occa- 
sions, and,  on  the  latter,  united  with  the 
members  tof  the  Labour  Party  in  order  to 
make  the  proceedings  as  brief  as  possible. 
We  were  then  at  tire  close  of  a  session ; 
and  if  we  had  chosen  to  require  a  vote  of 
want-of-confidence  debate  before  retiring, 
and  to  fight  that  question  in  the  House, 
the  remainder  of  the  session,"  or  the  greater 
part  of  it,  would  have  been  fruitlessly  con- 
sumed. We  were  then  in  the  middle  of 
November,  and,  consequently,  we  should 
have  had  a  dislocation  of  public  business. 

Mr.  Roberts. — Is  the  honorable  mem- 
ber referring  to  last  session  ? 

Mr.  DEAKIN— I  am. 

Mr.  Roberts. — Does  the  honorible 
member  not  remember  that  he  sulmitted  a 
motion  for  the  purpose  of  entering  into  a 
long  debate,  but  that  the  Opposition 'pre- 
vented him  from  carrving  that  purpose  out? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  did  no  such  thing  ;  I 
submitted  a  simple  motion  for  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  House,  and  induced  silence  on 
the  part  of  every  honorable  member  who 
was  suppcvting  us,  or  sympathized  with  us. 
I  even  declined  support  that  was  offered  to 
us  fmn  other  parties,  and  whidi  would 
have  resulted,  at  least,  in  a  long  debate, 
and,  upon  terms,  in  my  retention  of  crfBce. 
I  claim  no  special  virtue  for  that.  I  say 
that  the  state  of  business  made  our  action 
the  proper  thing  to  do  in  the  public 
interest,  and  we  did  it.  The  course 
which  we  took  yesterday  was,  as  far 
as  p(^ible,  modelled  on  the  same  lines. 
I  have  indicated  that,  at  this  stage 
of  the  ses^on,  due  discussion  of  the 
lengthy  <^)aiing  Speech,  mudi  of  it  unable 
to  be  dealt  with  this  session,  would  have 
been  to  the  prejudice  of  public  business, 
and  the  postponement  of  necessary  mea- 
sures. It  was  unjustifiable.  Consequently 
I  made  a  short  statement  to  that  effect, 
paving  the  way  so  that  the  Prime  Ministe'- 
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on  behalf  of  his  party,  could  give  any  expo^ 
sition  of  his  policy  he  thought  necessary 
under  the  circumstances.  So  far  as  that 
policy  is  concerned,  I  may  say,  in  passing, 
thatt  before  it  was  announced,  I  had  ibeen 
discussing  the  general  questions  of  the  day, 
most  of  which  it  touched  upon,  and  that» 
after  the  policy  was  announced,  I  con- 
tinued the  discussioa  at  length  in  many 
parts  of  the  Commonwealth.  Though,  as 
the  Prime  Minister  said  last  night,  he  had 
not  read  the  criticism,  that  i^not  a  matter 
for  which  I  am  in  any  way  responsible. 

Mr.  Fisher. — May  I  say  that  I  read 
one,  but  refrained  from  discussing  it  for 
obvious  reasons? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— There  may  have  been 
more  than  obvious  reasons.  ' 

^[r.  Fisher. — I  shall  discuss  it  later  on. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— The  fact  was  that  in 
the  report  of  my  financial  criticism  of  the 
Premier's  policy,  in  the  Sydney  speech, 
the  different  financial  periods  and  some  of 
the  figures  were  confused  to  such  an  extent 
as  to  make  it  difficult  to  understand  my 
conclusitxis. 

Mr.  Fisher. — In  some  of  the  reports. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— In  one  of  them.  I 
afterwards,  in  successive  speeches,  in  order 
to  make  up  for  that  defective  report,  dealt 
with  those  matters  point  bv  point.  If  the 
Prime  Minister  did  not  acquaint  himself 
with  those  speeclies,  that  is  his  affair,  and 
not  mine.  The  fact  remains  that,  so  far 
as  the  policy  is  concerned,  I  have  already 
fully  expressed  upon  it  the  opinions  which 
were  shared  by  my  associates  and  myself. 
Indeed,  I  summarized  them  again,  except 
on  the  financial  question,  in  Melbourne  the 
al^t  before  we  met  here.  I  have  dwie 
my  part  as  to  the  policy.  Now  as  to  pro- 
cedure. We  adopted  a  method  which 
gave  the  Prime  Minister  the  oppor- 
tunity if  he  had  thought  fit,  after  I 
pointedly  directed  his  attention  to  the  state 
of  the  Hou^,  and  to  the  impossibility 
of  his  hoping  to  carry  out  his  programme, 
of  submitting  any  proposition  he  desired  as 
to  the  conduct  of  (business.  This  gave  the 
Prime  Minister  every  opportunity,  and  the 
widest  latitude  for  taking  a  course  himself, 
or  suggesting  any  step  to  tis  which  would 
have  ieft  a  clear  course  open.  When,  in 
the  exercise  of  his  undoubted  prerogative 
he  chose  to  take  no  course  or  step,  but  to 
require  a  challenge  from  us,  we  gave  him 
at  once  the  same  kind  of  direct  challenge 
that  was  given  last  session  to  us.  That 
is  to  say,  we  gave  him  a  challenge  that 


was  disposed  of  without  loss  of  time.  We 
did  this  knowing  that  it  must  be  followed 
bv  the  motion  for  the  adjournment  of  the 
House,  on  which  it  is  possible  for  any  ven- 
tilation of  grievances  to  take  place.  That 
was  fully  calculated  on  by  us,  and  would 
be  fully  understood  by  the  merest  tyro  in 
politics.  Consequently,  when  he  said  that 
the  closure  was  applied  last  night,  tbe 
statement,  though  tedinically  justifiable,  is 
not  justifiable  in  fact. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Nonsense. 

Mr.  Hughes. — The  honorable  member 
and  his  friends  would  have  applied  the 
other  gag,  had  he  had  the  numbers. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Indeed,  we  should  not. 

Mr.  Hughes.— The  honorable  member 
and  his  friends  did  what  they  were  able 
to  do,  and  will  do  so  to  tbe  end. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Of  course,  we  shall; 
but  we  shall  not  do  all  we  are  able  to 
do,  when  we  do  not  think  it  judicious 
or  wise. 

Mr.  Tudor. — See  what  is  said  in  the 
Melbourne  A^e  this  morning. 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — Parliamentary  practice 
is  plain.  After  pointing  out  that  the  ac- 
tion yesterday  amounted  to  an  application 
of  the  closure,  the  newspaper  went  on  to 
say  that  honcvable  members  took  advanta^ 
of  the  motion  for  the  adjournment  of  the 
House.  Is  it  to  be  supposed  that  hon- 
orable members  on  this  side  did  not  know 
that  a  motion  for  the  adjournmenit  of  the 
House  must  follow,  as  the  next  step,  which, 
when  launched,  was  bound  to  throw  open 
the  gates?  The  youngest  member  knows 
that. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — But  the  speech  of 
the  Governor-General  could  not  be  dis- 
cussed. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Exactly ;  as  a  speech 
that  is  true. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — ^Therefore,  what  the 
honorable  member  says  is  a  quibble. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Is  it?  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  portions  of  the  Governcff-General's 
speech  were  discussed  all  the  evening. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — ^Then  they  were  out 
of  order. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— No,  they  properly  came 
under  the  motion.  When  the  Prime  Min- 
ister asked  that  there  should  be  no  limita- 
tion of  debate,  and  expressed  the  opinion 
that,  imder  the  circumstances,  the  motion 
should  be  given  a  generous  interpretaticm, 
I,  and  every  one  here,  assented.  There 
was  no  attempt  at  any  time  during  tbe 
whole  of  the  debate  to  object  in  any  way  to 
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the  course  which  honOTable  members  oppo- 
site took.  They  had  a  free  hand.  There 
was  not  a  single  appeal  to  the  Speaker 
on  the  point. 

Mr.  KicDoNALD. — It  is  quite  evident 
that  the  honorable  member  did  not  take 
any  notice  of  the  speech  of  the  Attorney- 
Geoeral. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  do  not  say  that  I 
heard  the  whole,  though  I  heard  the  most, 
of  that  speech. 

Mr.  McDonald. — It  will  take  the  hon- 
orable member  a  long  time  to  explain  this 
mocningl 

Mr,  DEAKIN. — I  do  not  propose  to 
do  more  to-dajr  than  to  point  out  that,  al- 
though no  motion  was  propped  by  me,  the 
Prime  Minister  did  not  see  fit  to  make 
any  motion  of  his  own,  or  suggest  any 
action  foe  resoaving  the  conditim  of  affairs 
in  the  House  to  which  I  had  most  pointedly 
called  his  attention.  In  the  ateence  of 
any  acti<Mi  on  his  part,  or  a  proposal  of 
any  kind  for  meeting  the  present  atuation, 
it  became  our  duty  to  take  the  action  we 
did.  That  action  was  absolutely  justified, 
and  will  be  justified. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — Rot ! 

Sir.  DEAKIN.— I  do  not  propose  to 
deal  further  with  last  night's  situation, 
becaose  hoiorable  members  on  both  sides 
of  the  House  are  aware  that  the  course 
adopted  was  in  accordance  with  one  of  the 
most  familiar  motions  made  daily  in 
Parliament.  It  was  known  as  well 
to  the  voungest  as  to  the  oldest  member 
of  the  House  that  after  the  success  of  the 
first  motion  not  only  would  every  oppor- 
tunity for  criticism  be  supplied  on  the 
wy  next  motion — that  for  the  adjourn- 
ment—but, further  still,  when  the  House 
sieetE  again  that  criticism  would  be  resumed, 
and  would  necessarily  range  o\*er  the  whole 
tield  into  which  honorable  members  felt 
inclined  to  enter.  It  would  embrace  a  dis- 
cussion of  every  business  proposition  that 
can  be  dealt  with  this  session  or  which 
honorable  members  think  may  not  be  dealt 
Ttth,  although  it  ought  to  be. 

Mr.  FiSHEK. — Is  not  that  an  assump- 
tion? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Xo.  I  say  that  in 
the  natural  course  of  events  after  the  pass- 
ing of  such  a  motion  as  that  carried  last 
night  if  a  change  of  Administrati<»i  fol- 
lows  

Mr.  Fisher. — Thi^t  is  an  assumption, 
and  the  hcmorable  member  ought  not  to 
discuss  it  here. 


Mr.  DEAKIN. —  I  am  simply  referring 
to  the  natural  course  of  events,  and  have 
never,  either  by  word  or  by  implication  

Mr.  Fisher. — There  is  a  very  studied 
implication. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Not  in  my  mind. 

Mr.  Fisher. — The  honorable  member  is 
the  first  man  occupying  his  position  that  I 
have  heard  speaking  in  this  way. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  have  heard  the  hon- 
orable member,  or  rather  some  of  his  col- 
leagues, doing  little  else  lately.  All  I  say 
is  that  if  evmts  follow  the  usual  course — 
I  am  prepared  to  choose  any  other  term  that 
the  hOTorable  member  prefers — and  if  a 
change  takes  place  in  the  Admmistration 
of  the  country  there  will  then  be  the  fullest 
opportunity  in  this  House  to  cwisider  all  the 
practical  questions  relating  to  the  session 
or  to  this'  Parliament.  Consequently  no 
acticm  has  been  taken  which  can  prevent 
the  right  of  free  criticism  of  the  whole  of 
the  parliamentary  business  hitherto  passed 
or  yet  to  be  passed. 

Mr.  Roberts.— Why  apologi2e? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— When  I  apologize  the 
honorable  member  may  make  a  point  of  it. 
At  preset  I  am  not  apologizing  but 
analyzing  our  procedure.  With  all  these 
opportunities  offered  for  discussing  in 
Parliament  every  question  now  pro- 
posed or  that  may  hereafter  be  pro- 
posed, no  hwiorable  member  can  say  that 
the  present  Ministerial  party  will  lose  a 
tittle  of  their  rights,  privileges,  or  powers 
of  speech  as  the  result  of  our  action.  What 
they  did  lose  was  the  opportunity  to  enter 
upon  the  general  and  profitless  discussiOT 
here  of  a  programme  ft»  the  next  election. 
To  that  waste  of  time  I  distinctly  took  ex- 
ception yesterday  from  the  same  motive  that 
led  me  to  take  a  particular  course  at  the 
end  of  last  session,  when  retiring  from 
office.  My  object  was  to  avoid  a  hopeless 
sacrifice  of  parliamentary  time  at  a  period 
of  the  session  when  there  is  no  time  to  be 
lost. 

Mr.  Hutchison.— The  usual  misrepre- 
sentation. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Easy  to  say,  but  im- 
possible to  prove.  H<morable  members 
opposite  regard  this  artificial  pretence  of  a 
grievance  as  another  little  bit  of  very  dry 
fuel  that  they  wish  to  use  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible in  order  to  raise  their  little  hot-air 
balloon  to  catch  the  eye  of  the  country. 
Let  them  puif  it  as  soon  and  as  high  as  they 
can.  The  cool  judgment  of  the  electors  in 
a  very  short  timoi^iUi  n^^n^ve  it  of  its 
breath  of  buc^ancy.     I  have  not  the  least 
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alann  as  to  that,  and  not  the  least  interest 
in  it.  It  is  not  my  business  to  send  people 
to  the  country,  and,  therefore,  I  shall  not 
talk  about  it,  and  do  not  talk  about  it. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — Oh  I 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— When  I  do  not  speak 
of  it  one  half  of  the  honorable  members 
opposite,  in  chorus,  invite  me  to  do  so, 
and  when  I  speak  of  it  the  other  half 
object.  There  is  no  pleasing  them.  The 
Government,  well  within  their  rights,  de- 
clined to  follow  the  straightforward  course 
that  we  took  last  year  in  similar  circum- 
stances. They  even  declined  to  choose  their 
own  path  out.  This  forced  us  to  choose  the 
shortest  that  could  be  taken.  We  are  con- 
tent with  the  result,  and  will  proceed  with 
any  other  step  that  may  be  necessary  to  get 
to  real  business  or  enable  us  to  put  our  con- 
secutive and  comprehensive  platform  oP 
Liberal  legislation  l)efore  the  country. 

Mr.  Mathews. — The  honorable  member 
should  look  at  the  Liberals  behind  him. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— This  is  not  a  joke.  I  am 
merely  quoting  from  the  speeches  delivered 
last  night.  All  the  taunts  then  hurled  at 
us  from  the  Government  side  of  the  House 
were  to  the  effect  that  its  programme  was 
identical  with  our  own,  and  that,  therefore, 
we  should  not  object  to  their  holding  oflSce. 

Mr.  Hughes. — We  said  that  ours  was 
the  same  as  the  honorable  member's  used 
to  be. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— When  I  tell  honorable 
members  opposite  that  we  shall  go  to 
the  country  with  a  Liberal  programme,  we 
are  greeted  with  the  machine-made  laugh. 
Honorable  marabers  opposite  are  thus 
laughing  at  everything  practical  in  their 
Own  programme. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — A  programme  dictated 
by  the  Chairman  of  the  Emplovers'  Fede- 
ration. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber's programme  was  bom  mutilated.  Our 
programme  is  liberal  and  practical,  and 
when  put  to  the  electors  it  will  sweep  the 
countrv. 

Mr.' HUGHES  (West  Sydney— Attor- 
ney-General) [10.57]. — The  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Ballarat  has  just 
favoured  us  for  the  first  time  with  some 
excuses  for  his  present  action.  He  has 
found  that  which  we  feared  he  had  lost  for 
ever — his  facility  for  explaining  and  excus- 
ing every thing-^and  has  given  us  fresh 
ooca^on  for  amazement,  and  for  some  little 
amusement.  The  hcmcvable  gentleman  has 
been  endeavouring  to  elevate  political  assas- 
snation  into  a  fine  art,  and  to  place  it  upcn 


a  scientific  basis.  It  appears  now  that  the 
reason  why  he  assassinated  the  Watson  Go- 
vernment was  that  be  was  inveigled  under 
specious  pre^oes  to  draft '  an  amendment 
which  he  had  not  the  faintest  idea  would 
have  the  result  that  followed  its  adoption. 

Mr.  Deakin. — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
Last  night  I  contradicted  the  honorable 
member  when  he  made  the  same  statement. 
I  told  him  then  that  it  was  entirely  erro- 
neous, and  that  he  had  read  the  speech  in 
which  the  charge  was  made  again^  me, 
but  had  failed  to  read  the  reply  that  I 
made  at  the  same  time. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.- 1  see  no  point  of 
order  in  the  hffliorable  member's  conten- 
tion. 

Mr.  Deakin. — I  submit,  sir,  that  the 
honorable  member  is  not  entitled  to  repeat 
an  assertion  relating  to  an  honorable  mem- 
ber that  has  been  directly  contradicted  by 
that  honorable  member. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— It  is  customary  in 
Parliament  for  an  honorable  member  to  ac- 
cept the  assurance  of  another  bcmorable 
member. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— The  honorable  member 
for  Ballarat  has  explained  that  he  was 
entrapped  into  drafting  the  amendment 
which  brought  about  the  defeat  of 
the  Watson  Government.  I  quoted  last 
night,  by  way  of  reply,  the  words 
used  by  the  right  honorable  member  for 
East  Sydney  to  the  effect  that  that  was  a 
hollow  and  spedous  statemrat  of  facts. 
If  the  hon<»-able  member  says  it  is 
not  true  that  he  drafted  that 
amendment,  or  that  he  voted  for 
it  under  the  belief  that  it  was  not 
vital  to  us,  let  him  still  take  refuge  in  what 
flimsy  protection  such  a  denial  will  gi\-e 
him,' for  no  other  man  in  the  country  will 
believe  him.  He  has  explained  and  justi- 
fied the  assassination  of  the  Watson  Go- 
vernmeot  Mrhidi  he  promised  to  loyally 
support.  Had  De  Quuicey  lived  until  now- 
he  would  have  been  able  to  include  in  his 
delightful  essay  on  Murder  as  a  Fine  Art 
the  methods  or  the  h<»iorable  member  far 
Ballarat,  for  no  man  has  adopted  sudi  a 
variety  of  methods,  and  none  has  con- 
trived to  more  successfully  evade  the  con- 
sequences of  his  political  crimes.  His  last 
assassination  in  some  respects  out-Herods 
Herod,  but  his  former  achievements  ran  it 
hard  for  first  place.  Then  there  was  the 
assassination  of  the  Reid  Government.  He 
made  that  Government,  he  ^pledrad  him- 
self to  supfxirt  i^>9'lsgd  iatdt?^4dM^^by  a 
speech     which     the     right  honorable 
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nKmber  for  East  Sydney  very  properly 
assumed  was  not  cmly  the  beginning  of 
:the  end  but  the  end  itsejf.  The  right 
honorabte  member  therefore  came  down 
with  a  Governor- General's  speech  of 
one  paragraph ;  but  did  that  save  htm 
from  the  wrath  to  come  ?  We  go  out  be- 
ause  our  speech  contains  thirty-two 
dauses.  He  went  out  because  his  ccxi- 
■tained  only  me  clause.  Was  the  life  of 
(be  light  htMiorable  member's  Government 
•cut  shwt  because  the  programme  put  before 
the  House  was  too  long  for  oxisideration  ? 
Rather  it  was  such  as  could  have  been 
comfortably  got  through  in  one  sitting  day, 
and  the  right  h(HK>rabIe  member  had  such  in 
contemplation.  But  it  did  not  save  him 
for  a  single  hour.  The  honorable  and 
learned  member  for  Ballarat  has  told  us 
that  the  right  honorable  member  for  East 
S\dney  was  under  a  cOTiplete  misappre- 
hension. When  at  Ballarat  he  gave  the 
right  honorable  member  notice  to  quit 
he  never  meant  it.  At  the  very  mo- 
ment when  the  right  honorable  mem- 
ber's political  brains  were  falling 
over  his  shoulders,  when  his  scalp  was 
dangling  at  the  honorable  member's 
belt,  the  honorable  member  was  really 
his  best  friend.  God  save  us  from  sudi 
friends !  Last  night  the  honorable  mem- 
ber abandoned  the  finer  resources  of  poli- 
tical assassination  and  resorted  to  the  blud- 
geon of  the  cannibal.  Having  perhaps  ex- 
hausted all  the  finer  possibilities  of  the  art, 
or  desiring  to  exhibit  his  versatility  in 
his  encrable  profession  he  came  out 
and  bludgeoned  us  in  the  open  light  of 
day.  It  was  then  that  I  heard  from 
this  ride  of  the  House  some  mention  of 
Judas.  T  do  not  agree  with  that  ;  it  is 
not  fair — to  Judas,  for  whom  there  is  this 
to  be  said,  that  he  did  not  gag  the  man 
vhom  he  betrayed,  nor  did  he  fail  to  hang 
himself  afterwards. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Order;  the  honorable 
monber  is  referring  to  a  remark  that  was 
irithdrawn,  and  his  reference  to  it  aggra- 
vates the  injury  of  it.  I  ask  him  to  withdraw 
and  apologize. 

Mr.  Deakin. — Two  old  jokes.   Keep  on 
repeating  them. 
Mr.  HUGHES.— Very     well,  Mr. 

Speaker.  I  shall  be  pleased  to  refrain 
from  touching  on  that  subject  again.  The 
honorable  member  for  Ballarat  said  that  he 
affcffded  the  Prime  Minister  an  opportunity 
to  make  an  amended  statement. 

Mr.  Dbakin. — ^To  choose  his  own  course. 


Mr.  HUGHES.— That  was  wry  good 
of  the  h<Hiorable  member,  and  had  the  Prime 
Minister  known  that  it  was  the  length  of 
our  programme  to  which  exception  was 
taken,  we  should  have  been  most  happy  to 
cut  off  the  part  which  offended  the  honorable 
member.  But  since  I  have  been  in  Parlia- 
ment I  have  never  known  the  leader  of  any 
Government  to  bring  down  a  programme 
— except  in  the  rnie  case  that  I  have  already 
referred  to — -Vhich  the  House  did  not  say 
and  know  was  unlikely  to  be  .whdly  com- 
pleted in  that  ses»on.  It  is  the  custom 
of  Governments  fb  do  so,  and  it  has  never 
been  the  fvactice  of  any  House  desirous 
of  pushing  on  with  the  public  business  to 
throw  out  a  Government  because  its  pro- 
gramme was  tool  long,  when  that  pro- 
gramme contained  those  things  which  were 
necessary  to  be  done  at  the  time.  Now 
what  is  to  be  done  ?  The  honorable  member 
says  that  his  programme  and  ours  are  the 
same.  His  is  the  Liberal  programme,  and 
he  has  allied  himself  with  those  Liberals 
whcxn  we  see  around  him — wolves  whose 
eyes  gleam  redly  through  their  sheep's- 
wool  covering — in  order  the  more  speedily 
and  effectively  to  carry  it  out.  He  says 
that  he  slew  us  quickly  in  order  to  save  us 
from  the  tortures  of  a  lingering  death,  and 
that  in  order  that  there  should  be  no  in- 
terruption of  public  business.  He  de- 
clared that  it  was  this  alone  that  actuated 
him  in  committing  an  act  of  the  basest  in- 
gratitude towards  this  party,  and  one 
without  precedent  at  any  rate  in  the  history 
of  the  Commonwealth  Parliament.  TIks 
people  of  this  country,  in  spite  of 
every  effort  to  the  omtrary,  will 
be  made  acquainted  with  the  true 
facts  of  this  case.  Although  the  honor- 
able m«nber  has  thrown  over  him  the  shield 
of  the  most  powerful  organ  in  this  State, 
if  not  in  Australia,  he  will  find  that  even 
that  will  not  now  save  him,  for  the  people 
can  never  be  made  to  understand  how  it 
happens  that  the  honorable  member,  who 
was  our  ally  for  the  best  part  of  nine 
years,  and  who  was  prepared  to  be  our 
colleague  fifteen  months  ago  

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown. — That  is  not  true. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Indi  must  withdraw  that  remark. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown.  —  Certainly,  Mr. 
Speaker. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— I  did  the  honorable 
member  for  Ballarat  an  injustice  last  night 
when  I  said  he  was  propared  toi  give  us 
only  four  portfdl^edbyfeQQg^Separed 
to  give  us  a  majority  in  the  Cabinet.  There 
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never  was,  and  never  can  be,  a  way  of  ex- 
plaining the  damning  fact  that  he  was 
prepared  to  sit  in  a  Cabinet  in  which  we 
had  the  majority  of  vtrtes. 

Mr.  Deakin.— On  a  point  of  order,  Mr. 
Speaker,  I  inf(»med  the  honorable  member 
last  night  that  his  assertion  that  I  would 
be  a  member  of  any  coalition  with  the 
Labour  Partv  was  absolutely  unfounded. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — The  honorable 
member  told  me  so,  anyway. 

Mr.  Deakin.— I  left  it  to  the  honorable 
member  to  make  the  coalition,  to  deter- 
mine who  should  be  leader,  and  everything 
else.  Yet  that  statement  is  repeated  to- 
dav. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Ballarat  is  going  much  further  than 
raising  a  point  of  order. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Ballarat  has  an  ^use  and  an  ex- 
planation for  everything,  but  I  will  put 
this  pcHnt  in  such  a  way  that  neither  excuse 
nor  explanation  will  help  him.  The  hon- 
orable member  offered  at  that  time  two 
alternatives.  At  the  best,  all  he  can  say 
is  that  there  were  to  be  four  portfolios  for 
each  party,  and  he  was  to  be  Prime  Min- 
ister. 

Mr.  Deakin. — No,  never. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — It  is  true. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Will  the  honorable 
raonber  for  Hume  kindly  refrain  from 
ccmtinually  interrupting? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  will,  sir,  at  your 
request. 

Mr.  HUGHES.—There  were  to  be  four 
portfolios  allotted  to  each  party. 
This  should  be  most  interesting  to  honor- 
able members  opposite. 

Mr,  Joseph  Cook. — This  is  really  in- 
teresting; we  were  not  in  it. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— Wliere  we  were,  the 
honorable  member  and  his  party  are  now. 
I  cranmend  to  all  honorable  members  oppo- 
site these  facts.  There  were  to  be  four 
portfolios  for  each  party. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Hear,  hear  I 

Mr.  HUGHES.— Either  the  present 
Prime  Minister  was  to  lead,  or  the  honor- 
able member  for  Ballarat. 

Mr.  Deakin. — No,  no! 

Mr.  HUGHES.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber was  willing,  as  always,  to  step  down 
for  the  good  of  his  country.  In  the 
alternative,  there  were  to  be  five  port- 
folios for  the  Labour  Party. 

Mr.  Deakin. — Not  even  in  my  dreams. 
That  was  left  to  my  colleague. 


Mr.  HUGHES.— I  was  approached  pei- 
sonally  by  a  member  of  the  Deakin  Govern- 
ment, and  a  distinct  offer  was  made  to  me 
that,  in  case  we  pushed  the  matter,  we 
should  have  five  portfolios. 

Mr.  Deakin. — ^That  offer  was  not  made 
by  me,  or  to  my  knowledge. 

Mr.  HUGHES. — Nothing  is  done  on 
the  honorable  member's  behalf,  or  for 
which  he  will  take  the  responsibility.  But 
the  facts  are  as  I  have  stated,  and  the 
hwiorable  member  has  only  two  alternatives. 
If  he  did  not  propose  to  go  into  the  Min- 
istry, he  proposed  to  desert  and  assassinate 
it  as  he  is  doing  now ;  or  he  was  gcnng 
to  sit  in  a  Cabinet  in  which  the  Labour 
Party  had  an  overwhelming  predominance, 
and  which,  certainW,  as  he  must  have 
known,  would,  if  rained,  have  promoted 
exactly  those  measures  which  it  now  pro- 
poses to  do. 

Mr.  Deakin. — No  The  condition  was 
as  to  our  programme,  nothing  more. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— Mr.  Speaker,  when  the 
honorable  member  says  "our  programme/*^ 
whose  programme  does  he  mean  ? 

Mr.  Deakin. — Ours. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— Does  he  mean  the  pro- 
gramme of  the  party  he  now  leads? 

Mr.  Deakin. — Very  much  the  same. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— It  is  indeed  the  samel 
For  his  is  a  programme  that  changes  to  fit 
the  bewildering  circumstances  of  political 
warfare.  It  is  the  programme  of  those 
who  from  time  to  time  are  whirled  in  violent 
gyration  around  the  hcHiorable  member.  He 
still  remains  the  same.  Parties  change. 
Circumstances  change.  He  alfxie  remains 
constant  and  unshaken.  But  yesterday  he 
was  here.  To-day  he  is  there.  But  the 
day  before  he  c^ered  to  stand  equal  in  all 
things  with  us. 

Mr.  Deakin. — No,  never. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— Indeed,  he  offered  us 
the  superior  position.  Now  he  leads  the 
cdtorts  of  the  Opposition.  Mr.  Spealcer, 
these  are  facts  that  no  explanation  or  ex- 
cuse from  a  man  even  more  ingenious  and 
mate  evasive  than  the  hcmcH'able  member 
can  get  over. 

Mr.  Deakin. — If  they  were  facts ! 

Sir  William  Lyne. — They  are  facts, 
too. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— The  people  of  this 
country  will  know  that  here  is  a  man  who 
condemned  a  party  to  whose  policy  even 
yet  he  can  formulate  no  i°^ifipU.9QI^  Poli- 
tical grounds,  M2e<vqi:i^.:VeiMg  that 
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contemptible  weapon  the  "  gag  "  in  cwder 
to  ctmsummate  his  nefarious  purpose ;  a 
man  who,  when  the  inscrutable  Provi(knce 
which  decides  the  puny  affairs  of  men  places 
htm  and  his  new  party  on  this  side,  will  in 
the  fulness  of  time  assassinate  them,  and 
travel)-  declare  he  did  it  for  their  own  good. 

Mr.  Deakin.— On  no  other  condition,  I 
assure  the  honorable  men^)er. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— There  is  surely  some 
mwal  (^liquity  about  a  nature  such  as  his. 
Xo  act  that  he  cranmits,  no  party  that  he 
hetrays,  no  cause  that  he  abandons,  affects 
him  at  all.  He  regards  himself  as  the 
selected  and  favoured  agent  of  Providence. 
Everything  that  he  does  he  does  for  the 
very  best.  He  does  it  because  there  is 
iK^hing  else  that  can  be  done  to  conserve 
'  the  wdfare  of  the  people  and  the  in- 
terests of  the  nation.  To  realize  this 
noble  ideal  he  has  assassinated  Govern- 
ments, abandoned  friends  to  the  wolves, 
<leserted  principles,  and  deceived  the  people. 
Just  now  he  wishes  to  fill  the  empty  spaces 
of  Australia ;  and  he  gathers  about  him 
those  gentlemen  who  are  responsible  for  the 
monopolization  of  the  lands  of  Australia. 
He  proposes  to  establish  a  citizen  de- 
fence force.  He  has  been  oxiverted  to 
that  policy.  I  have  to  declare  that  he 
has  done  much  good  In  his  time,  for  I 
heard  him  convert  himself  on  the  questifm 
•of  a  national  defence  force  when  he  spoke 
in  London.  Up  to  that  time  he  had  been 
unoortain. 

Mr.  Deakin. — I  had  declared  myself 
<mly  five  vears  before. 

Mr.  HUGHES.—The  honorable  member 
may  change  again,  of  course.  He  may 
come  round  to  the  other  side  once  more. 
But  he  proposes  to  establish  compulsory 
military  training  with  the  assistance  of 
gentlemen  who  have  declared  it  tc^  be  the 
most  dangerous  and  infamous  expedient  to 
vhich  a  British-speaking  people  could  resOTt. 

Sir  William  Ltne. — Has  the  honw- 
aUe  g(3itlenian  the  letter  of  the  h(»KH-abIe 
member  for  Parkes,  writtert  to  the  Prime 
Minister? 

Mr.  HUGHES.— Ah,  yes!  The  cohorts 
behind  the  honorable  member  for  Ballarat 
declare  that  we  on  this  side  of  the 
House  are  disloyal ;  that  when  we  seek 
to  establish  an  Australian  navy  we  do 
wrong.  And  so,  the  honorable  member 
fc/r  Ballarat  has  allied  himself  with  those 
who  have  always  upheld  what  they  call 
the  cause  of  loyalty  to  the  British  Empire. 
Amongst  others  he  has  allied  himself  with 
the  baiorable  member  tot  Parkes.  That 


honwable  member  of  late  has  been  pro- 
foundly moved  in  reference  to  the  position 
of  Imperial  affairs.  We  are ,  given  to 
understand  that  he  has  addressed  many 
public  meetings  in  regard  to  tins  matter, 
and  that  everywhere  he  has  met  with  the 
most  amazing  expres^ons  of  approval  of 
his  policy — whatever  that  may  be.  This  is 
what  the  hcmwable  member  for  Parkes 
says  of  the  hmorable  member  for  Ballarat— 

Mr.  Deakin  hu  told  the  people  of  England, 
throngh  the  Colonial  Ctmference  in  1907,  that  the 
present  contribution — 

to  the  Naval  Subsidy — 
is  "  unpopular  in  Australia,"  that  "  nobody  ap- 
proves of  it";  and  in  doing  so,  he  has,  I  bave 
contended,  said  what  is  politically  untrue,  and 
has  libelled  the  Australian  people  in  regard  to 
their  loyalty  to  the  Empire,  u  well  as  charged 
them,  inferenttally,  in  the  eyes  of  their  kith  and 
kin,  and  in  the  hearing  of  other  natktns,  with 
national  ingratitude. 

Mr.  Deakin. — I  believed  in  paymrat  in 
kind  instead  of  in  cash. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Parkes  said  this  in  a  letter  ad- 
dressed to  the  present  Prime  Minister, 
dated  aotb  May,  1909:     He  also  said — 

Australia  has  been  maligned  and  discredited 
unjustly  in  the  eyes  of  the  British  people  bv  Mr. 
Deakin;  and  you  and  your  fellow-Labour  repre- 
sentatives, who  voted  against  a  contribution  of  any 
amount  in  1903,  failed  to  voice  the  feelings  of 
the  Australian  people,  but  represented  only  cer- 
tain Labour  organizations,  by  whose  mistaken 
judgment  the  principle  of  opposition  to  a  partid- 
I)alion  in  the  cost  of  Empire  defence  became 
part  of  the  **  Labour  "  programme. 

F<HinerIy  the  honorable  member  for  Bal- 
larat assumed  an  attitude  of  imrelentmg 
hostility  towards  hcxwrable  members  'op- 
posite, and  would  never  ally  himself  with 
them.  Then,  however,  he  was  still  hoping 
to  be  taken  into  the  boscxn  of  Father 
Abraham ! 

Sir  William  Lyne. — And  he  told  us 
that  he  was  doing  the  opposite  all  the  time. 

Mr.  Deakin. — Nothing  of  the  kind. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— He  is  the  political 
mercenary  of  Australia.  He  will  lead 
any  party — he  will  follow  ncme !  He  is 
faithful  to  only  one  thing— himself.  He  is 
true  to  only  one  power,  and  bends  the 
knee  to  only  one  principle,  and  that  is  that 
which  is  at  any  time  the  most  powerful. 
To  the  Age  he  never  turns  a  deaf  ear.  Of 
that  organization,  the  Orange  Lodge,  a 
manifestation  of  whose  power  in  active  poli- 
tics we  saw  lately,  owing  to  the  incredible 
energrv  of  our  friend  the  honorable  member 
for  Dalley,  we  see  him  a  servile  and 
humble  adherent.     He  has  doiie  all  these 
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things ;  be  has  aband<»ied  his  party,  and  he 
has  applied  the  gag  to  those  who  were  his 
friends  and  allies,  and  prevented  them 
from  «q>laining  their  policy,  a  policy 
which  he  declared — was  it  five  or  six 
or  ten  days  ago — to  be  a  good  one  for 
Australia  and  a  policy  which  even  now  he 
is  unable  to  attack  successfully.  He  sits 
there  now  and  declares  that  he  is  content 
to  leave  evnything  to  the  cool  judgment  of 
the  people.  He  mearu  the  refrigerated, 
the  hypnotised  judgment  of  the  people. 
Let  him  get  to  the  people,  whilst  the  facts 
and  the  memory  of  his  latest  acts  are  fresh 
in  their  minds.  When  he  says,  "  We  will 
sweep  the  country,"  the  statement  is  per- 
fectly true.  The  honorable  gmtleman  will 
sweep  the  countr>',  but  we  shall  be  the  men 
who  bold  the  broom  and  he  will  be  the 
Ixoom  with  which  we  shall  sweep  it. 

Mr.  FRAZER  (Kalgoorlie)  (11.23).— I 
wish  to  offer  my  congratulations  to  the  hon- 
orable and  learned  member  for  Ballarat 
upon  at  last  assuming  what  I  believe  to  be 
his  rightful  position  in  this  House.  I  have 
believed  for  scMne  omsiderable  time  that  he 
should  be  associated  politically  with  those 
in  whose  company  we  now  find  him,  the 
individuals  whom  he  described  as  the  wreck- 
age of  the  black  labour  party  of  Australia. 
I  wish  also  to  congratulate  the  Opposition 
upcxi  electing  the  hmiorable  and  leamed 
gentleman  to  his  present  positim,  because 
they  are  well  advised,  who,  when  dealing 
with  persons  accustomed  to  use  the  stiletto, 
make  those  persons  walk  in  front  instead  of 
bdiind  them.  The  right  honorable  mem- 
ber for  East  Sydney  will  appreciate  that 
statement.  I  am  not  surprised  that  under 
existing  circumstances  the  right  honorable 
^^tleman,  who  was  accustomed  to  sit  on  the 
front  Opposition  bench,  is  content  now  to 
have  the  honorable  and  learned  member  for 
Ballarat  in  front  of  him.  It  is  fitting  that 
the  honorable  and  learned  member  for  Bal- 
larat, the  prospective  Prime  Minister, 
should  make  his  &st  statement  to  the  House 
in  the  form  of  an  apology.  He  has  apo- 
k^^ized  to  those  with  wbcxn  he  was  asso- 
ciated in  the  troublous  times  of  thb  past, 
and  he  has  apologized  to  the  House  for  the 
course  followed  with  his  sanction,  if  not  oa 
his  motion  yesterday.  He  rightly  felt  the 
denunciation  of  the  four  members  of  the 
Liberal  Party  who  spoke,  and  it  is  fitting 
that  he  should  make  an  exolanation  and  an 
apology  this  morning,  but  I  am  afraid 
that  he  did  not  strictly  adh^e  to  the  facts 
in  what  he  said.  He  said  that  hGtiorable 
members  opposite  were  adopting  towards 


the  Labour  Government  the  attitude  adopted 
bv  members  ut  the  Labour  Party  when  his- 
own  Administration  was  about  to  !«  driven 
from  office.  Quoting  frcm  Hansard  for 
27th  November,  page  2389,  I  find  that  he 
said — ■ 

Finally  I  did  move  a  motion  which  could  not 
be  objected  to,  and  on  that  third  opportunity  aris- 
ing for  all  honorable  members  to  speak,  the  only 
honorable  member  who  did  so  was  the  honorable 
member  for  Wide  Bay. 

That  was  the  attitude  adopted  when  the- 
honorable  and  leamed  member  was  about  to 
relinquish  office.  Every  hooori^le  member 
was  given  an  opportunity  to  explain  his  posi- 
timi.  When  those  with  whom  the  honcvable 
member  was  assodated  for  a  number  of 
years  expressed  a  desire,  yesterday,  to  put 
their  position  before  the  countr.-,  it  vras 
most  objectionable  that  he  should  endeav- 
our to  gag  them.  As  members  of  the 
Labour  Party  we  cannot  have  any  possible 
complaint. 

Mr.  Sampson. — ^Tben,  why  do  not  hon- 
orable members  go  out  gracefully. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— I  ask  the  horxvable 
member  for  Wimmera  to  say  who  was  re- 
sponsible for  initiating  the  debate  to-day. 
So  far  as  I  know  the  members  of  the 
Labour  Party  had  not  the  slightest  inten- 
tion to  say  a  word  this  mining.  I  had 
made  a  few  notes  of  the  speech  nhich  I 
had  intended  to  deliver  yesterday.  The 
honorable  and  leamed  member  for  Bal- 
larat is  the  person  who  initiated  the  pre- 
sent discussion.  Does  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Wimmera  believe  that  the  Labour 
Government  have  shoira  any  unreascxiable 
hesitation  in  leaving  office?  Will  he  say- 
that  if  after  the  motion  carried  against 
them  yesterday,  they  had  asked  for  an  ad- 
journment until  next  Wednesday,  such  a 
request  would  have  been  unreasonable? 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown. — To  enable  the 
Minister  of  Defence  to  slip  away,  the  hon- 
orable member  means. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— The  honorable  member 
for  Indi  is  unable  to  appreciate  the  cchi- 
duct  of  a  party  that  is  straight  and  above 
board.  He  interprets  everything  they  do 
in  the  light  of  the  actions  of  people  who 
are  as  warped  in  their  views  as  himself. 
We  are  justified  in  asking  what  is  to  be  the 
programme  of  the  Government  that  will 
succeed  the  present  Government.  The  hon- 
orable and  learned  member  for  Ballarat  has 
made  no  statement  as  to  what  the  policy 
of  his  Government  is  going  to  be.  He  cer- 
tainly said  at  the  Melbourne  Town  Halt 
the  other  night  that  it  was  intended  to  have 
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effecrive  protectkm  as  a  plank  of  the  plat- 
form of  the  Liberal  Party,  but  only  in  last 
night's  Herald  we  saw  that  the  right  hon- 
of^le  member  for  East  Sydney  emphati- 
cally repudiated  any  agreement  to  go  be- 
yoad  the  terms  of  a  fiscal  truce.  Where 
is  the  htxiorable  and  learned  monber  for 
Ballarat  to  get  effective  protecticai? 
Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown.— We  have  it. 

Sir  WuxcAM  Lyne. — ^We  have  not. 

Mr.  FRAZER. — Those  who,  with  the 

honorable  member  for  Indi,  believe  that 
the  present  Tariff  is  sufficiently  protective 
can  have  no  cause  for  complaint.  But  did 
the  hcnorable  and  learned  member  for  Bal- 
larat, when  the  Tariff  was  passed,  admit 
that  it  was  sufficiently  protective?  We 
know  that  he  ccmsidered  that  it  had  been 
iimended  out  of  all  recognition  by  the 
Comer  Party,  and  by  the  wreckage  of  the 
blade  labour  party  of  Australia.  He  con- 
ttfflded  that  the  Tariff,  as  passed  by  this 
House,  was  not  satisfactory. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — What  did  he  really 
say?  He  did  not  say  nhat  the  bmorable 
member  says  he  did  at  all. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— It  is  sufficient  for  me 
to  have  to  listen  to  the  honorable  and 
learned  member's  speeches,  without  having 
to  read  them  again. 

Sir  John  Forsest. — To  misrepresent 
than. 

Mr.  FRAZER. — I  do  not  misrepresent 
the  hmorable  and  learned  member.  And 
if  I  am  correct  in  stating  his  view  of  the 
Tariff  as  it  is  passed  this  House  I  again  ask 
where  he  expei^  to  get  effective  protection 
from.  Are  we  to  rely  for  it  upm  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  who,  as  Postmaster- 
General,  was  so  accurately  described  by  the 
right  honorable  member  for  East  Sydney 
as  the  most  stupendous  joke  of  the  century  ? 

Mr.  Deakin.— Is  this  the  Freeman  and 
Wallace  party  coming  up  again?  Is  the 
honorable  member  of  Maribymong  never 
to  be  forgiven  for  protecting  the  public 
against  Freeman  and  Wallace? 

Mr.  FRAZER.— The  honorable  gentle- 
man can  menti(Mi  the  names  of  Freeman 
and  Wallace  as  oftsa  as  he  pleases,  in  an 
endeavour  to  associate  me  with  that  par- 
ticular firm.  I  make  him  a  i^esent  of  his 
suggestion. 

Mr.  Deakin. — That  is  the  reason  for  the 
honorable  member's  hostility  to  the  honor- 
d)le  member  for  Maribymong.  That  is 
the  reason  for  the  hostility  displayed  to- 
wards hUn. 


Mr.  FRAZER.— The  honorable  and 
learned  gentleman  is  making  a  statement 
which  he  must  know  is  absolutely  incorrect. 

Mr.  Deakin. — It  is  absolutely  true. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— My  hostili^  to  the 
Government  of  the  hon(»able  member  iat 
Ballarat  was  due  to  the  fact  that 
I  have  never  believed  in  him.  I  have  al- 
ways  believed  that  he  is  what  is  de- 
scribed in  the  outside  world  as  a 
political  fizgig ;  one  of  those  persons 
who  will  sell  their  friends,  and  those 
most  closely  associated  with  them,  in 
order  to  aggrandize  themselves 
and  secure  their  own  position.  It  does 
appear  to  me  that  'the  h<Hiorable 
member  for  Maribymong  could  not  have 
been  more  accurately  described  than  he  was 
by  the  right  honorable  member  for  East 
Sydney,  when  the  latter  declared  that  in 
his  capacity  as  Postmaster- General  he  was 
"  the  most  stupendous  joke  of  the  century." 
But  to  return  to  the  taunt  which  has  been 
hurled  against  me  regarding  the  action 
which  I  took  in  this  House  and  nowhere 
else  respecting  the  postal  prohibition 
imposed  upon  the  correspondence  of 
Messrs.  Freeman  and  Wallace,  I  merely 
wish  to  say  that  all  I  ever  claimed  was  that 
the  firm  in  question  should  have  their  case 
submitted  for  determination  to  an  impartial 
tribunal. 

Mr.  Mauger. — A  great  deal  more  was 
done. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— I  challenge  the  honor- 
able member  to  say  that  I  did  anything  be- 
yond that  in  or  out  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Mauger. — The  hcHiorable  member 
was  associated  with  these  who  did. 

Mr.  FRAZER. — The  only  association  I 
had  with  any  one  else  was  when  the  honor- 
able member  for  Riverina  declared  liis  in- 
tention to  move  for  the  appointment  of 
a  Select  Committee  to  inquire  into 
the  circumstances  surrounding  the  pro- 
hibition imposed  upon  the  letters  of 
Klessrs.  Freeman  and  Wallace,  I  cer- 
tainly said  that  I  would  support  him. 
I  hold  that  the  meanest  criminal  in 
the  OHnmunity  is  entitled  to  be  tried  and 
convicted  before  he  is  punished.  The  right 
honorable  member  for  East  Sydney  made 
a  similar  statement.  Is  he  also  to  be 
charged  with  being  interested  in  this  par- 
ticular firm?  When  the  prospective  Prime 
Minister  resorts  to  such  questionable 
and  despicable  methods  of  detaining  satis- 
faction against  those  whom  he  knows  were 
particularly   intl^atMeidy  HaOQglJ^g  hb 
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removal  from  office,  and  against  those  who 
will  ultimately  pursue  him,  I  think  that  he 
is  adopting  a  very  miserable  attitude. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  will  pursue  him 
all  my  life. 

Mr.  FRAZER.~I  think  that  the  honor- 
able member  for  Hume  will  admit  that  on 
a  former  occaatm  I  did  as  much  as  did 
any  member  of  this  House  to  secure  the 
removal  of  the  b«iofable  member  for  Bal- 
larat  from  office,  and  I  know  that  there 
was  a  certain  amount  of  jubilation  amcHigst 
his  followers  when  they  found  that  my 
name  was  not  included  in  the  Labour 
Cabinet.  I  think  that  the  future  Prime 
Minister  and  his  supporters  have  adopted 
a  line  of  conduct  which  can  only  result 
in  their  own  political  annihilation.  Those 
hfxiorable  members  who  have  now  secured 
a  fiscal  truce  from  the  howling  protection- 
ists, who  desired  to  pile  on  additional 
duties,  can  afford  to  say,  "  We  are  dealing 
with  an  individual  who  is  tinreliajble^  and 
who  is  likely  in  a  spasmodic  outburst  to  do 
injury  to  our  cause,  and  therefore  it  is  fit- 
ting that  he  should  walk  in  front  of  the 
column."  In  leaving  the  case  of  Messrs. 
Freeman  and  Wallace  I  wish  to  add  that 
the  attitude  which  I  adopted  in  reference 
to  that  firm  is  one  which  I  shall  uniformly 
observe  in  the  case  of  any  individual  or  firm 
who  is  judged  on  ex  farU  evidence.  No 
individual  will  ever  vainly  appeal  to  me  to 
assist  him  to  have  his  case  dedded  upon 
its  merits,  and  in  the  light  of  day.  In 
connexion  with  the  present  situaticm  it  is 
interesting  to  note  that  no  policy  has  yet 
been  submitted  by  the  prospective  coalition 
Government.  Its  members  have  merely  re- 
pudiated the  statem^its  of  one  another. 
At  present,  therefore,  we  are  limited  to  a 
discussion  of  their  past  achievements.  I 
am  satisfied  that  if  this  House  did  the  right 
thing,  instead  of  adjourning  till  Tuesday 
next,  it  would  adjourn  till  next  July  in 
order  that  in  the  interim  the  electors  might 
be  afforded  an  opportunity  of  expressing 
their  opinion  upon  those  who  have  so  grossly 
betrayed  their  trust. 

Mr.  McDonald  (Kennedy)  [11.39].— 
I  fail  to  recognise  any  need  for  the  use  of 
the  strong  language  which  has  been  in- 
dulged in  this  morning.  I  congratulate 
the  prospective  Prime  Minister  upon  his 
present  political  associaticMis.  When  I 
said  this  mOTning  that  I  felt  deeply  sorry 
for  him  last  evening  when  he  was  so  uneasy 
and  pale  imder  the  trenchant  criticism  01 


the  Attorney-General,  I  can  assure  him  that 
I  meant  it.  I  always  feel  sorry  when  a 
man  so  far  forgets  himself  as  to  fall  from 
a  high  positicm  to  the  lowest  depths  of 
political  degradation.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Sallarat  showed  us  how  com- 
fortable he  was  last  evening  by 
losing  his  temper  the  moment  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  House  opened  to-day. 
I  see  the  late  leader  of  the  Opposition 
sitting  on  the  Treasury  bench  for  the 
nuxnent.  I  wish  to  congratulate  him,  and 
at  the  same  time  to  give  him  a  little  advice, 
if  he  will  take  it  from  me.  Whether  he 
takes  it  ot  not  is  neither  here  nor  there, 
but  I  am  going  to  offer  it.  There  is  no 
need  for  him  to  go  and  ask  the  prospective 
Prime  Minister  to  do  this,  that,  or  the 
other  by  way  of  carrying  out  his  policy. 
I  can  let  him  into  the  secret  history  of 
our  party  in  this  House.  We  never  asked 
the  prospective  Prime  Minister  to  do  any- 
thing for  us,  as  he  will  admit.  We  never 
went  to  him  and  tried  to  coerce  him  into 
doing  anything,  and  he  will  indorse  that 
remark.  On  former  occasions  he  has 
always  agreed  with  me  that  we  nevCT 
unduly  pressed  him  by  going  to  him  and 
asking  him  to  do  this,  that,  or  the  other  in 
connexion  with  the  carrying  out  of  a  cer- 
tain policy.  Whether  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Parramatta  wants  some  free-trade 
project  to  be  carried  through,  or  whether 
he  wants  anything  else  in  his  political  plat- 
form to  be  carri^j  out,  he  has  no  need  to 
press  the  honorable  member  for  Ballarat. 
He  has  only  to  get  the  honorable  member 
for  Illawarra,  or  one  or  two  other  honw- 
able  members  on  his  side,  to  go  to  a  public 
meeting  and  say,  "This  is  what  we  want" 
And  the  hmorable  member  for  Ballarat  is 
so  putty-like  that  he  will  immediately 
mould  his  opinions  to  the  desires  of  his 
party.  I  give  that  information  gratis  to 
the  honorable  member  for  Parramatta, 
who,  I  am  sure,  will  appreciate  the  spirit 
in  which  it  is  given,  and  use  it  to  the 
fullest  possible  extent.  In  this  House  we 
have  never  carried  a  reform  or  any  measure 
which  was'  branded  with  the  ideals  and 
thoughts  of  the  Labour  Party  by  asking  the 
honorable  monber  ftn-  Ballarat  to  act.  We 
simply  published  our  proposals  to  the 
world,  and,  although  on  <xie  day  the  hon- 
orable member  was  opposed  to  them,  <»t 
the  next  day  he  was  prepared  to  come  into 
the  House  and  carry  them  out.  Was  that 
done  for  the  sake  of  holding  office?  What 
was  it  dcMie  iot'i  The  hofKHable, menUier 
had  one  idea  inD^H^ePE^HM^gw,.  and 
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that  was  to  keep  certain  honoraBle  mem- 
bers off  the  Treasurv  bench.  He  is  now 
associated  with  them,  and  I  oflTer  him  my 
hearty  congratulaticms.  I  remember  the 
time  when  he  stood  on  the  floor  here  and 
indignantly  denied  the  statement  of  the 
honorable  member  for  East  Sydney,  who 
had  accused  him  of  betra^^ing  his  Govern- 
ment in  connexion  with  the  Ballarat  speech. 
The  honorable  gentleman  said  that  he  did 
not  mean  his  speech  to  be  taken  in  that 
way,  and  that  hie  had  no  intention  of  going 
to  Ballarat  to  give  the  hwiorable  member 
for  East  Sydney  notice  to  quit.  Does  not 
the  book  David  Syme^  which  has  just  been 
published,  say  that  David  Syme»  of  the 
Age,  practically  sent  the  hcmorable  mem- 
btt  to  Ballarat  to  give  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  East  Sydney  notice  to  quit? 

Mr,  -  Deakin. — That  is  absolutely  an 
errw. 

Mr.  McDonald.— Is  it  not  a  fact 
that,  although  the  honorable  gentleman 
had  been  speaking  on  the  Thursday  in 
friendly  terms  to  the  htHiorable  member  for 
East  Sydney,  on  that  very  day  the  Age 
had  sent  to  the  Lond<»i  Times  a  cablegram 
to  the  effect  that  Mr.  Deakin  was  going 
to  Ballarat  to  deliver  an  address  to  give 
Mr.  Reid  notice  to  quit? 

Mr.  Watkws.— No,  to  the  DtUly 
Ckromcle. 

Mr.  McDonald.— I  thank  the  honor- 
able member  for  the  correction.  The  cable- 
gram must  have  left  here  on  Thursday  or 
Friday  at  the  very  latest.  Under  those 
circumstances,  what  can  we  expect?  We 
cannot  expect  anything  else  from  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Ballarat.  I  con- 
gratulate my  honorable  friends  opposite.  I 
can  imagine  the  honorable  member  for 
Mariby  mong  sitting  in  the!  ^linisterial 
room  before  the  fire  with  the  honorable 
member  for  East  Sydney,  and  the  latter 
telling  him  that  he  was  the  most  stupen- 
•ious  joke  of  the  century.  I  can  also 
imagine  the  h<Miorable  member  for  Corio, 
whom  I  do  not  see  in  his  place  just  now, 
telling  the  honorable  member  for  East 
Sydney  bow  he  juggled  with  the  finances 
of  New  South  Wales,  and  I  fancy  that  I 
can  hear  the  honorable  member  for  East 
Sydney  telling  him  that  he  was  a  freak 
of  nature — the  rest  of  the  remark  I  leave 
out.  I  can  also  unagine  the  honorable 
member  for  Franklin  saying  b&fore  the 
last  election  that  he  would  thank  God  if 
the  Labour  candidate  would  wjly  beat  Mr. 
Deakin.     I  can  ima^ne  him  sitting  sub- 


sequently alongside  the  honorable  member 
for  Ballarat  and  saying  that  he  would 
never  be  associated  with  any  Government 
which  included  him.  I  can  also  imagine 
the  honorable  member  for  Swan  mounting 
a  table  in  one  of  the  rooms  and  delivering 
an  address  on  dirt-eating.  He  seems  to 
have  swalfoAved  so  much  of  that  commodity 
that  one  could  almost  take  him  to  be  a  rub- 
bish heap.  Still,  I  suppose  that  he  could 
give  a  very  interesting  lecture  in  that  par- 
ticular line.  I  can  imagine  the  honorable 
member  for  Richmond  telling  the  honor- 
able member  for  Parramatta  how  he  re* 
moved  several  skins  frcm  his  body,  and  how 
the  latter  shed  his  skins  like  a  snake  in 
the  spring  time.  I  can  imagine  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Wentworth  telling  the 
honorable  member  for  Ballarat  that  he  put 
a  stiletto  in  the  back  of  the  Reid  Govern- 
ment. No  doubt  it  would  be  very  in- 
teresting to  listen  to  all  these  little  ex- 
changes. From  the  bottom  of  mv  heart, 
I  sincerely  congratulate  honcwable  members 
on  the  other  side,  with  the  exception  of 
one  or  two  who,  I  know,  are  not  very  com- 
fortable over  there.  I  remember  the  time 
when  the  honorable  member  for  Fawkner 
sat  in  the  Opposition  comer,  and  was  ac- 
cused of  telling  the  Employers*  Federation 
that  there  was  going  to  be  a  class  fight. 
When  he  was  accused  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Barrier  of  having  made  the 
statement,  he  tried  to  wriggle  out  of  it.  I 
am  pleased  that  there  is  to  be  a  class  fight. 
T  am  thoroughly  convinced  that  if  the 
workers  of  Australia  hope  to  get  reforms 
which  will  be  lasting  and  beneficial  to 
them,  they  can  only  achieve  their  ends  by 
a  class  struggle.  I  hope  that  a  class 
struggle  will  be  made,  and  that  it  will  be 
as  bitter  as  it  is  possible  to  make  it.  ! 
make  that  ranark  after  ytaxs  of  serious 
ctMisideration.  I  have  observed  the  con- 
duct of  those  who  from  time  to  time  have 
pretended  to  be  their  friends,  but  who, 
whenever  vested  interests  were  attacked 
in  any  shape,  immediately  came  together 
to  down  a  proposed  reform.  The  honor- 
able member  for  Darling  Downs  got  the 
honorable  member  for  Ballarat  to  go  to 
Queensland  recently  to  deliver  certain  ad- 
dresses in  the  interests  of  their  party.  In 
Brisbane  the  honorable  member  for  Bal- 
larat advocated  a  land  tax,  but  when  he 
got  to  Darling  Downs,  where  he  was 
pledged  to  deliver  a  similar  speech,  he  had 
to  back  down  on  the  land  tax  at  the  in- 
stigaticm  of  tlie  representative  of  the  con- 
stituency in  this  ^ew^by Google 
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Mr.  Deakin. — ^The  honorable  member 
is  absolutely  incorrect. 

Mr.  McDonald.— I  have  reports  of 
the  honorable  member's  speeches  on  both 
occasions,  together  with  the  criticism  of 
the  Brisbane  daily  newspapers. 

Mr.  Deakin. — Has  the  honorable  mem- 
ber copies  of  both  the  Brisbane  news- 
papers? One  of  them  reported  me  as 
opposed  to  the  land  tax,  while  the  otlier 
said  that  I  supported  it. 

Mr.  McDonald.— In  one  place  the 
honorable  member  supported  the  land  tax. 

Mr.  Deakin.— A  State  land  tax. 

Mr.  MCDONALD.— No. 

Mr.  Deakin.— Yes. 

Mr.  MCDONALD.— In  another  place 
the  honorable  member  opposed  a  land  tax. 
He  was  in  favour  only  of  a  State  land 
tax,  when  he  got  to  the  Darling  Downs. 

Mr.  Deakin.— It  was  a  State  land  tax 
that  I  advocated  when  in  Brisbane. 

Mr.  McDonald.  —  The  honorable 
member  wriggled  and  quibbled  in  reference 
to  the  matter  all  the  time.  He  has  al- 
readv  promised  members  on  this  side  that, 
at  the  next  election,  he  will  declare  in 
favour  of  land  taxation. 

Mr.  Deakin. — ^That  is  not  so. 

Mr.  McDonald.  —  The  honorable 
member  has  told  certain  honorable  mem- 
l)ers  on  this  side  that,  although  he_  will 
not  advocate  a  land  tax  during  the  life  of 
this  Parliament,  he  will  be  prepared  to  do 
so  at  the  next  elections. 

Mr.  Deakin. — A  State  land  tax. 

Mr.  Watkins— That  was  to  be  part  of 
the  policy  of  the  proposed  coalition. 

Mr.  McDonald.— Yes,  and  the  hon- 
orable member  was  prepared  to  join  the 
partv  on  those  terms.  He  may  shake 
his  head,  and  say  "No,"  but  I  hope  that 
he  will  not  add  another  qualification  to 
those  of  whidi  he  has  already  availed 
himself.  He  was  prepared  to  join  this 
partv,  and  agreed  to  the  imposition  of  a 
land  tax  as  part  of  the  policy  for  the  next 
election. 

Mr.  Deakin. — Never. 

Mr.  McDonald.— Xow,  the  honor- 
able member  is  trying  to  defeat  the  policy 
which  he  agreed  should  be  laid  before  the 
electors  in  a  few  months'  time.  Under 
these  circumstances  he  will  require  a  good 
deal  of  watching.  However,  I  offer  my 
heartv  congratulaticms  to  honorable  mem- 
bers opposite.  I  am  sure  that  they  are 
extremely  happy.  The  honorable  member 
this  morning  showed  how  happy  he  was 
last  ijight  by  the  excited  manner  in  which 
he  interjected  during  the  speech  of  the 


Attomey-T}eneral.  No  lasn  in  the  cham- 
ber IooIe  more  haf^y  than  do  the  right  hon- 
orable member  for  Swan  and  the  honor- 
able member  for  Maribyrnong,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Darling  Dowiu,  who  knows  that  his  doom 
is  sealed. 

Mr.  Groom. — He  does  not  know  that. 

Mr.  McDonald.  —  The  honorable 
member  realizes  that  be  made  a  political 
mistake  when  he  Invited  the  honoraUe 
manber  for  Ballarat  to  oome  to  Queens- 
land, and  he  there  advocated  a  land  tax. 
He  now  wishes  that  he  had  not  asked  him. 

Mr.  Groom. — The  honorable  member  is 
making  a  mistake. 

Mr.  McDonald.  —  The  honorable 
member  is  more  gifted  with  speech  than 
r  ever  h<^  to  be,  and  will  have  an  ample 
opportunity  to  explain  his  positi&n.  I 
congratulate  the  late  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sittcxi,  the  honwable  member  for  Parra- 
matta.  Befwe  he  does  anything  rash,  I 
advise  him  to  look  over  the  strong  men 
with  wh<Mn  he  has  to  deal — the  strong 
intellectual  and  political  entities  in  the 
party  in  the  persons  of  the  hooOTable 
members  for  Maribyrnong,  Darling 
Downs,  and  Batman.  I  have  shown 
him  how  he  can  squeeze  and  mould 
the  prospective  Prime  Minister  into  any 
shape  he  desires.  When  he  has  done 
so,  the  others  whcwn  I  have  named  will 
humbly  follow.  I  hope  that  honorable 
members  opposite  will  be  a  happy  family, 
and  that  the  time  will  never  come  when 
they  will  separate.  I  again  ofiFer  them  my 
heartv  congratulations,  though  I  CTCept  a 
few  whom  I  shall  not  mention,  whom 
I  know  not  to  be  very  ccmifortable  in  their 
present  positions. 

Mr.  KELLY  (Wentworth)  [11.54].— I 
rise  to  make,  not  a  speech,  but  a  personal 
»planati«i.  Last  night,  when  speaking 
of  the  hwrorable  manber  for  Qx>k,  I 
said — 

Thii  booor^le  member,  who  tallu  of  political 
rinciples,  offered  to  support  Sir  Hector 
arrutnen* 

He  interjected,  "  That  is  untrue."  His 
words  were  withdrawn,  but  the  honorable 
member  on  several  occasi<»is  repeated  the 
assertion  that  my  remarks  were  entirely  in- 
accurate. I  have  c(Hisequently  »nce  spent 
some  time  in  trying  to  get  at  the  facts. 

Mr.  Page. — ^What  has  this  to  do  with 
the  new  Government? 

Mr.  KELLY. — I  horae^lhat  my  honor- 
able friend  will  defti^meii^i^EaiOl^^K  of  this 
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(qiportunity  to  do  full  justice  to  the  honor- 
^ile  mendier  for  Cook,  and  to  myself,  be- 
cause my  statement  was  deliberately  csm- 
tradicted. 

Mr.  Page. — Has  the  honorable  member 
the  original  letter? 

Mr.  KELLY.— I  have  a  copy  of  the 
original  letter.  The  hfrnorable  member  for 
Oxk  is  well  able  to  look  after  himself, 
without  the  assistance  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Maranoa.  On  the  22nd  April, 
1903,  the  honorable  member  for  Cook  wrote 
from  Forbes  a  letter  addressed  to  Mr.  J. 
H.  ■  Camithers,  in  which  he  said — 

I  am  desirous  o{  assistiiijg  la  any  wajr  I  can 
Hie  liberal  element  in  politics. 

Mr.  Carruthers  thereupon  asked  him  if  he 
oould  take  a  hand  in  organizaticm  work  at 
Forbes,  to  which  the  honorable  member  re- 
plied on  the  29th  April,  1903 — 

I  b«ve  read  the  manifesto  of  your  party  io 
ibe  press.  Ke  orgaQiziog,  I  will  do  all  I  can  in 
any  part  of  the  district,  but  would  rather  not 
publicly  initiate.  .  ,  The  main  thing  is  to 
organize  before  the  Labour  Party. 

In  a  letter  written  by  him  a  day  later  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Liberal  Reform  League 
he  said — 

Se  forming  a  local  branch.  I  have  written 
Mi.  Carruthers,  in  answer  to  a  query  similar  to 
vourj.  As  far  as  Forbes  itself  is  concerned,  I 
would  rather  not  be  the  visible  mover  in  initiat- 
ing, for  my  own  sake  politically,  although  when 
oac«  the  association  is  started,  I. would  throw  my- 
self into  it  unreservedly. 

Mr.  Roberts. — Was  this  before  he  was 
elected? 

Mr.  KELLY.— Yes. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Nearly  half  the 
members  of  the  Labour  Party  have,  at  some 
lime  or  other,  opposed  the  Labour  organiza- 
tion. 

Mr.  KELLV.— Now  that  I  have  re- 
freshed the  memory  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Cook,  I  do  not  think  that  he  will 
deny  that  he  wrote  that  letter  to  the  Sec- 
retar)-  of  the  Liberal  and  Reform  League 
of  New  South  Wales. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts.— A  great  deal  of 
what  has  been  written  is  newspaper  con- 
coction. Passages  have  been  cut  out  and 
others  inserted.  The  honcwable  member  is 
quoting  from  the  newspaper  statements. 

Mr.  KELLY. — I  am  quoting  from  copies 
of  the  letters  themselves. 

Mr.  Tbouas  Brown.— Th^  have  been 
mutilated. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — They  have  not 
been  mutilated. 

Mr.  KELLY.— The  copies  from  which  I 
have  quoted  have  been  published  in  a  news- 


paper, but  can  the  hcHiOTable  member  say 
that,  substantially,  what  I  have  read  as 
coming  from  him  is  not  true,  and  merely 
a  newspaper  concoction  ?  That  is  a  straight 
question  which  he  (Aviously  cannot  answer. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts. — Ask  the  men  in  the 
tin  mines. 

Mr.  KELLY.— The  honorable  member 
might  also  ask  some  of  the  "scabs"  who 
cart  pianos  in  times  of  strike !  I 
hoped,  when  I  rose  to  do  justice  to 
the  bonOTable  member,  that  he  would 
show  a  desire  to  treat  me  similarly, 
but,  as  he  does  not,  .1  shall  have  to 
refer  to  sane  remarks  which  he  made  on  the 
subject  some  time  ago.  He  did  not  then 
deny  having  done  that  with  which  he  is 
now  charged,  but  his  attitude  was  that  the 
letters  which  he  wrote  were  written  in  o>n- 
fidence,  and  it  was  scandnlous  to  publish 
them  !  He  has  accused  me  of  having  made 
a  mutilated  statement,  but  I  have  proved 
my  words  to  him  bv  readinj;  portions  of  his 
own  letter,  and  referring  to  his  own  words 
as  reported  in  ^<z«i(irff  on  the  loth  October, 
1907,  when  the  honorable  member  acknow- 
ledged that  he  had  written  to  the  associa- 
tion and  the  Liberal  politician  referred  to. 
However,  I  have  said  enough  to  prove  th:tt 
it  was  not  worthy  of  this  Chamber  for  the 
honorable  member  to  contradict  me  in  the 
way  he  did  last  night. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts. — I  do  not  dfesire  to 
sav  verv  much.  • 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Does  the  honorable 
member  desire  to  make  an  explanation? 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts.— Yes. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— A  personal  explana- 
tion may  nev«  be  debated.  If  the  honor- 
able member  desires  to  malK  any  explana- 
tion as  to  the  statement  of  the  honorable 
member  for  W«itworth.  or  to  withdraw 
anything,  he  is  at  liberty  to  do  so,  hut  he 
cannot  debate  a  personal  explanation. 

Mr.  T-  H.  Catts. — T  desire  to  sav  t'lat 
at  the  time  this  incident  occurred, 
certain  members  of  the  New  South 
Wales  Labour  Party  were  speaking 
in  reference  to  the  Boer  War.  I 
very  strongly  held  views  opposite  to  those 
expressed,  and  certainly  did  write  some 
letters  in  reference  to  speeches  made  by 
them  in  the  district  in  which  I  live.  Those 
letters  have  been  manipulated  by  the  press 
of  New  South  Wales  altogether  out  of  their 
meaning.  Pieces  have  been  cut  out  and 
pieces  put  in  with  the  effect  that  the  context 
has  been  altt^ether  destroyed  ;  rjualifica- 
tions  which  would  convey  a-^otallv  different 
meaning  have  be^iidtiDgeHieO^gl^. 
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Mr.  Kelly. — I  believe  I  shall  be  able  to 
produce  the  originals  next  week. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  (Gwydir)  (12.2).— I 
can  scarcely  let  an  oi^rtunity  such  as  this 
pass  without  saying  a  word  or  two.  H<»k»- 
able  members  of  the  Oppositicui  must  real- 
ize to  the  full  that  they  have  not  ckalt  in  a 
manly  and  straightforward  spirit  with  the 
Government.  In  the  whole  history  of  poli- 
tics, from  what  I  have  observed  and  from 
what  I  have  read,  1  have  never  known  an 
Opposition,  immediately  on  the  completion 
of  the  Prime  Minister's  remarks,  to  move 
the  closure  so  as  to  prevent  honorable 
members  who  support  the  Government 
from  at  once  expressing  their  opinion 
on  the  momentous  questions  before 
the  country.  However,  no  <xie  is 
more  proud  than  myself  to-day  to 
find  all  the  Conservative  elements  on  cme 
side  of  the  Chamber.  It  should  indeed 
be  the  happiest  day  for  every  true  member 
of  the  Democratic  Party,  who  has  been 
fighting  for  years  consistently  for  the 
masses  of  the  people,  to  find  at  last  the 
enemy  all  in  one  camp.  We  have  at  last 
adopted  a  truly  Australian  method  of 
identification.  Throughout  this  country 
it  has  ever  been  the  practice  to  adopt 
the  branding  method  so  that  the  respec- 
tive owners  of  cattJe  may  be  readily  ascer- 
tained ;  and  for  many  years  we  have  been 
trying  to  brantf  the  Conservative  elements 
in  Australian  politics.  Owing,  however, 
to  the  fact  that  the  honorable  gentlemen 
opposite,  and  those  whom  they  represent, 
have  hitherto  had  sufficient  numbers  to  en- 
able them  to  divide  the  spoils,  we 
have  not  been  able  to  brand  them  as 
they  are  now  branded — that  is,  as 
the  enemies  of  the  people  of  this  great 
Commonwealth.  I  compliment  them  on 
having  come  together  ;  and  I  think  that  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  is  in  his  proper 
pla<».  I  admit,  with  some  diffidence,  that 
he  was  in  a  very  peculiar  position  before  he 
took  this  step.  He  and  his  party  had  had 
the  support  of  the  Labour  Party  for  seven 
or  eight  years  ;  practically  they  had  the 
support  of  the  party  so  long  as  they  were 
prepared  to  carry  into  effect  measures  which 
we  felt  to  be  in  the  interests  of  the  people 
of  the  country.  And  we  must  not  forget  that 
the  honorable  gentlemen  opposite  also  ad- 
mitted such  measures  to  be  in  the  interests 
of  the  people,  and  declared  that  they  were 
onlv  carrying  out  principles  embodied  in 
their  [liatform  from  time  to  time.  What 
is  the  difference  between  the  platform  of 


honorable  gentlemen  opposite  and  the  plat- 
form of  the  Labour  Party  ?  Let  any  man 
read  the  two  platforms — the  Govemor- 
General's  speech,  and  the  platform  indi- 
cated by  the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  and 
he  would  find  very  little  difference  indeed 
between  the  two.  The  only  differ- 
ence is  that  we  go  one  step  further,  and 
make  our  platform  a  ccxnplete  reform, 
whereas  they  stop  at  the  Critical  point 
where  inefficiency  enters  and  stagnation 
commences.  We  of  the  Labour  Party  say 
to  them,  "  We  ^'ant  you  to  go  to  the  kernel 
of  the  trouble,  and  adopt  a  land  tax  in  the 
interests  of  the  settlement  and  the  defence 
of  Australia."  But  those  men,  although  they 
have  professed  to  be  democrats  all  tbe« 
vears.  are  not  prepared  to  adopt  that  re- 
form which  alone  can  safeguard  the  future 
of  Australia  and  make  the  people  happier 
than  they  are  at  present.  They  hesitate 
to  take  the  step;  and  why?  Because 
honorable  members  in  the  Opposition  corner 
— the  landlords  and  men  at  the  head  of  the 
Employers'  Union,  who  represent. everything 
that  is  antagcmistic  to  the  uplifting  of  the 
masses — are  in  the  omtrolling  position  to- 
day. The  power  lies,  not  with  those  who 
have  gone  over  with  the  honorable  member 
for  Ballarat,  or  with  the  men  associated 
with  the  honorable  member  f  or  Parramatta — 
but,  as  will  be  found  in  practical  politics, 
with  the  Conservative  Party  in  the  corner, 
who  hold  the  helm  of  State,  or  will  do  so 
in  the  course  of  a  few  days.  Why  are 
they  given  the  helm?  Simply  because  the 
other  men  of  the  oombinatitm  cannot  obtain 
the  power  without  their  aid.  Those 
not  of  the  Corner  Party  are  pre- 
pare! to  turn  topsy-turvy,  or  fxooi 
right  to  left,  and  forsake  their  former 
allies  for  the  sake  of  the  emoluments  of 
oflSce — for  the  sake  of  maintaining  for  a 
few  vears  at  the  very  most  their  position 
in  Australian  politics.  In  referring  to  the 
honorable  members  in  the  Comer,  I  do  not 
mean  the  knight  of  the  nosebag,  the  right 
honorable  member  for  Swan. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber must  not  use  such  an  expression. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— Well,  I  shall  say  the 
gentleman  who.  at  any  rate,  has  not  had  his 
nose  long  out  of  the  bag. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — ^That  is  an  improper 
remark  to  make. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— Shall  I  say,  then, 
the  honorable  member  who  is  never  satis- 
fied unless  he  is  in  a  pcsi^on  from  whidi 
he  can  be  UrgelBtigft^^S^a^rah  the 
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Treasury  of  the  Commonwealth?  Will 
that  do? 

Sir  John  Forrest. — No;  it  is  a  mean, 
contemptible  remark ! 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— The  religion  of  the 
bonorable  member  for  Swan  and  the  teli* 
gi<Mi  of  the  h<Hiorable  member  for  Ball'arat 
is  apparently  summed  up  in  the  one  com- 
mandment. "  Man,  mind  thyself."  They 
have  availed  themselves  of  every  oppor- 
tunity to  intrigue  for  office.   The  honorable 
member  for  Ballarat  claims  that  his  present 
nttitude  is  due  to  the  fact  that  he  and  his 
party  were  threatened  with  political  suicide 
if  they  continued  to  support  the  Labour 
Party,    I  admit  that  the  labour  orRaniza- 
ticms  outside  have  determined  that  the  tiiaie 
has  arrived  when  they  should  place  a  brand 
on  those  who  profess  to  be  "  ^  good  as  a 
labour  man."    We  are  tired  of  Uiose  who 
merely  indulge  in  platitudes  about  labour, 
and  have  no  real  sympathy  with  our  party, 
and  our  party  outside  have  determined  that 
such  men  should  pav  the  penalty  of  their 
insincerity.     The  honorable  member  for 
Ballarat  and  his  party  have  had  the  sup- 
port of  labour  for  eight  years,  and  as  the 
result  of  that  support  have  been  enabled 
to  enjoy  the  emoluments  of  offic«.     It  is 
troe  that  they  have  given  us  somewhat  grudg- 
mgly  socae  of  the  planks  of  our  plat 
forai.   But  now  that  we  put  before  Parlia- 
ment a  programme  that  is  practically  an 
advance  <hi  anything  that  tney  have  sub- 
mitted, they  not  CHily  forsake  us,  but  ally 
themselves  with  the  «iemy.    They  are  not 
prepared  to  give  the  Government  an  oppor- 
tunity to  prove  what  they  are  prepared  to 
do,   I  recognised  that  sooner  or  later,  be- 
fore the  next  electitwi,  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Ballarat  must  withdraw  his  support 
from    the  Labour   Party,     It  was  only 
natural  that  he  should  not  be  prepared  to 
lay  his  head  on  the  block,  and  to  calmly 
await  the  fall  of  the  executioner's  knife  at 
the  behest  of  the  Labour  Party.    It  would 
be  unreasonable  to  expect  any  man  to  sub-, 
mit  quietly  to  annihilation.    But  it  seems 
to  me  that  the  honorable  member  would  have 
acted  far  more  h<xiorabIy  than  he  has  done 
had  he  refrained  fr<xn  taking  action  until 
our  programme  had  been  presented  to  the 
Parliament,  and  he  had  pointed  out  any 
part,  of  it  which,  in  his  opinion,  was  an- 
taRonistic  to  the  welfare  of  the  people. 
Had  he  shown  some  reasonable  ground  for 
his  action,  no  one  could  have  demurred. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  Government 
programme  is  embodied  in  the  Gympie 
speedb. 


Mr.  WEBSTER.— Then  I  can  only  say 
that  it  is  exceptional  to  find  a  Prime  Min- 
ister with  the  courage  to  tell  the  people  in 
advance  what  will  be  embodied  in  the  Go- 
vernor-Generai's  Speech  at  the  opening  of 
Parliament. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— What  I  mean  is  that 
the  Prime  Minister  has  explained  his  policv 
at  least  thirty  times. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— But  it  was  npt  the 
Gympie  speech  that  led  the  honorable 
member  for  Ballarat  to  take  up  his  present 
position.  Long  betfore  that  speech  was' 
delivered  he  had  been  oomiiving  at  a  fusion 
of  parties.  He  has  taken  over  a  pro- 
gramme accepted  by  certain  organizations  in 
the  Commonwealth,  and  for  a  large  part 
of  which  the  honorable  member  for  Dalley 
is  responsible.  That  honorable  member 
some  time  ago  stepped  from  the  ranks  of 
the  free-traders.  He  told  his  constituents 
that  he  was  going  to  leave  that  party  so 
far  as  its  policy  was  concerned.  Since  then 
he  has  been  ostradsed  by  it,  and  has  been 
induced  to  draw  up  a  policv  more  in  keep- 
ing with  the  position  that  he  holds.  We 
find  now  that  the  honorable  member  for 
Ballarat  and  his  party  have  practically 
adopted  a  platform  that  has  been  submitted 
to  other  organizations.  The  honorable 
member  for  Dalley  has  taken  up  an  atti- 
tude far  more  worthy  of  cwnmendation 
than  is  that  of  the  other  representatives  nf 
.New  South  Wales  in  the  Opposition.  Tliose 
honorable  members,  some  of  whom  will  be 
members  of  the  coalition  Ministry,  came 
into  the  House  as  avowed  free-traders; 
they  declared  free-trade  to  be  a  panacea 
for  all  the  ills  of  the  Commonwealth,  and 
yet  to-day  they  are  going  back  on  their 
promises  to  the  electors.  They  have 
practically  betrayed  their  pledges  to 
those  who  sent  them  here.  The  honorable 
member  for  Dalley  said  that  he  recognised 
that  a  change  in  the  fiscal  policy,  hedged 
about  with  proper  safeguards,  was  neces- 
sary. But  the  other  representatives  of  Kew 
South  Wales  in  the  Opposition  declared 
for  free-trade,  and  now  give  no  sign  of 
shame,  although  they  must  know  that  thev 
have  .betraved  the  people  who  sent  them 
here.  My  sympathy  goes  out  to  their  con- 
stituents— to  the  people  to  whom  they  gave 
the  promise  that  thev  would  carry  the  banner 
of  free-trade  to  victory.  If  there  is  one 
attribute  morp  than  another  that  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  should  possess,  it 
is  that  of  omsistency.  attd>of  lovnlty  to 
the  programme  thatitithfe^  WlQiJgl^  the 
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hustings.  But  the  free-trade  members  of 
the  Opposition  have  taken  up  what  may  be 
described  as  a  brazen-faced  position.  In 
entering  into  the  compact  with  the  Deakin- 
ites  they  implored  the  latter  to  leave  some 
crevice  or  loophole  in  the  agreement  through 
which  they  might  crawl  when  they  had  to 
meet  their  constituents.  And  what  is  the 
loophole?  It  is  that  thev  shall  have  a  free 
hand  with  regard  to  the  fiscal  question.  Is 
their  attitude  worthy  of  men  who  claim  to 
be  fighting  for  a  principle  that  is  dear  to 
them?  Is  it  right  that  they  should  be 
content  to  do  nothing  to  remove  an  evil  of 
which  they  complain,  and  to  say :  *'  As 
long  as  you  do  not  alter  what  has 
been  dcxie — as  long  as  you  do  not 
eliminate  from  the  statute  -  book 
the  measure  of  protection  which  has 
been  granted — we  wilt  work  with  you; 
but  when  anomalies  are  to  be  considered 
you  will  give  us  a  free  hand."  A  free 
hand  in  these  circumstances  is  simply  a 
phrase  for  throwing  dust  into  the  eyes  of 
the  people.  The-  freedom  that  they  have 
secured  is  freedom  to  vote  against  the  Go- 
vernment with  which  they  are  about  to  ally 
themselves,  or  to  try  indfectively,  as  tiiey 
profess  to  be  able  to  do,  to  prevent  the 
onward  march  of  the  protective  policy.  The 
name  of  freedom  is  a  glorious  one,  and  the 
honorable  member  for  Ballarat  uses  it  more 
than  does  any  other  man  in  this  chamber 
or  outside  of  it.  It  is  the  text  frcwn  which 
he  preaches  from  every  platform.  He  says 
that  the  cause  of  freedom  and  liberty  is 
taking  him  and  his  followejs  out  of  the 
ranks  of  the  men  with  whom  they  have 
been  allied  so  long,  but  what  kind  of  free- 
dom do  they  mete  out  to  tbeir  friends  in 
this  House?  The  very  first  sign  of  their 
love  of  freedom  was  given  yesterday,  when 
their  first  act,  after  obtaining  the  power 
to  do  it,  was  to  curtail  freedom,  to  cripple 
liberty  of  speech,  and  to  strangle  the  rights 
of  honorable  members  by  moving  the  gag. 
Those  are  the  men  who  cry  out  for  liberty 
and  freedon,  and  their  action  yesterday 
is  a  sample  of  the  treatment  which  they 
will  mete  out  to  the  people's  representa- 
tives in  this  chamber.  I  welcome  any  such 
method  as  th^  now  adopt,  for  it  always  re- 
coils upon  those  who  use  such  unfair  means 
to  suppress  and  subordinate  their  opponents. 
I  shall  welcome  the  application  of  the  gag 
time  after  time,  provided  that  it  is  put  on, 
as  it  must  be  put  on,  when  the  people's 
watchdogs  are  trying  to  defend  the  liberties 
of  the  people  that  sent  them  here.  The 
honorable  member   for   Parramatta  can 

3ir.  Webster. 


afl^ord  to  sit  on  that  bench  and  smile  the 
smile  that  is  customary  with  htm  when 
things  are  going  his  way. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  am  smiling  at  the 
intrigues  in  whfch  the  Labour  Party  have 
been  engaged  before  to-day.  I  am  reading 
soooe  of  them,  and  they  make  me  smile. 

Mr.  WEBSTER. — If  there  has  been  any 
intrigue  ever  perpetrated  by  any  man  or 
party  that  can  produce  a  smile  on  the  face 
of  the  champion  intriguer  of  this  country, 
with  the  exception  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Ballarat,  he  is  welcome  to  smile. 

Mr.  WiLKS.— Will  not  the  honorable 
member  give  him  first  place? 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  do  not  think  we 
sh^ll  ever  be  able  to  discover  another  man 
who  has  done  or  is  capable  of  doing  what 
the  honorable  member  for  Ballarat  has 
done  since  I  have  been  in  the  chamber. 
When  I  was  returned  to  this  House,  some 
years  ago,  I  felt  that  in  the  National  Par- 
liament I  should  find  some  evidence  of 
strong  men  working  with  a  stn»g  purpose 
for  a  determined  end.    I  find  that  they  i 
are  strong  in  evil,   strong  to  do  wrong,  ! 
strong  to  forfeit  their  principles,  strong  to  I 
denounce  that  which  they  formerly  recom-  | 
maided,  strong  to  sacrifice  the  people  who 
sent  them  here,  strong  to  abandwi  every- 
thing that  tends  to  make  a  man  an  hcmor- 
able  man  in  this  chamber.    That  is  where 
their  strength  lies,  as  indicated  by  what 
we  see  on  the  opposite  side  to-day.  I 
sympathize   more   with  the  electors  than 
with    any    member    on    that    side.      I  | 
welcome    the    fusi<»i    that    has  taken 
place.     I  realize  that  it  is  but  the  be- 
ginning of  the  end,  and  that  we  have 
got  the  enemy  into  one  camp  at  last.  It 
is  only  a  matter  now  of  fighting  od,  on  the 
lines  that  we  have  laid  down  for  nearly  ■ 
twenty  years,  and  upon  which  we  have  | 
travelled  religiously,  without  deviating  to  the  i 
right  or  the  left.    It  is  only  a  question  now 
of  moving  onward  towards  the  goal  of  our 
ambition,  because  that  party  of  fragments, 
whose  different  sections  have  no  sympathy 
with  one  another,  and  which  ccMi^sts  merely 
of  a  number  of  men  who  are  seeking  to 
escape    from  the  condemnation   of  the 
people,  cannot  live  before  the  united  fire 
that  will  be  directed  upon  them  by  the  true 
representatives  of  the  people  in  this  cham- 
ber.    Many  of  them  have  cried  for  disso- 
lutions.   I  have  heard  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Parramatta,   the  right  hcmorable 
member  for  East  Sydney,  and  others,  say- 
ing— "  Let  us  give  the  people  a  chance  to 
say  what  we  shcB^.^^'GoJSJglS  ask 
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them  to-day  if  they  are  prepared  to  go  to 
the  people?  If  they  are,  I  can  assure  them 
that  we  are  quite  prepared  to  meet  them  on 
the  hustings  within  the  next  week  or  two. 
I  know  that  those  men,  whose  guilty  con- 
sciences must  haunt  them  in  their  quiet  and 
reflecti\'e  moments,  dare  not,  with  their  con- 
sdousness  of  wrong-doing,  go  before  the 
electors  within  the  next  twelve  ftionths,  at 
any  rate. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Everybody  knows 
that  the  honorable  member  and  his  party 
are  arndtnis  to  go  before  the  people. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— Most  people  will  give 
roe  credit  for  not  usually  talking  with  my 
"  toQgue  in  my  cheek/'  as  some  members 
opposite  do.  I  do  not  usuallv  say  what  I 
am  afraid  to  follow  up.  I  assure  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Parramatta  that  I  am 
quite  ready,  at  any  time,  to  go  to  the  people 
\tho  sent  me  here,  and  ask  them  whether 
the>-  indorse  my  action,  and  the  action  of 
the  party  to  which  I  belong,  in  putting 
ffflvard  our  programme,  and  administering 
the  affairs  oif  the  country  as  they  have 
Uen  administered  during  the  short  time 
that  we  have  been  allowed  to  bold  office. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  say  frankly  that 
I  am  not  quite  ready  yet,  so  I  am  not  as 
br-ive  as  thie  honorable  member  is. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  know  that  the  hon- 
orable member  has  a  pocket  borough.  He 
was  anxious  to  cut  off  from  his  electorate 
the  workers  who  sent  him  into  the  first 
Parliament.  He  was  discerning  enough  to 
see  the  future  so  clearly  that  he  cut  him- 
self away  from  the  very  men  who  put 
liim  into  national  politics,  and  made  him 
vhat  he  is,  the  moment  the  redistribution 
of  seats  enabled  him  to  do  so.  It  is  not 
to-dav  that  he  runs  for  tihe  first  time  into 
the  Conservative  camp.  Tnis  is  not  the 
first  indication  of  his  desire  to  jcnn  the 
enemies  of  the  democracy.  He  did  it 
when  the  redistribution  of  seats  took  place, 
forsaking  the  men  who  gave  him  political 
birth,  and  running  into  the  arms  of  the 
Conservative  electors  of  Parramatta,  not 
for  then,  but  for  this  time  that  he  saw  com- 
ing, when  he  would  join  the  men  whom  he 
had  condemned,  at  a  time  when  he  was  in 
his  proper  senses,  and  belonged  to  the  party 
that  he  now  despises. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^The  man  who  took 
my  old  place  came  here  with  a  majority  of 
about  4,000  rates. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— That  is  so,  but  that 
was  because  he  stood  as  a  free-trader. 
How  is  he  going  to  stand  next  time?  The 
honorable  member  for  Parramatta  knows 
that  the  {nesent   honorable  member  for 


Nepean  was  elected  because  he  was  an 
out-and-out  free-trader. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — It  was  because  the 
WOTkers  of  the  electorate  are  sensible  men. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber knows  that  the  strong  factor  iwithin  the 
boundaries  of  the  Nepean  seat  was  the 
fiscal  question.  How  is  the  honorable 
member  for  Nepean,  who  professes  to 
speak  the  truth,  and  to  try  to  teach  others 
to  speak  it,  going  back  to  the  men  who 
put  him  here?  The  hcHiorable  member  is 
now  practically  tied  to  the  protectionist  ele- 
ment in  politics.  How  is  he  going  to  face 
the  people  whom  he  represents? 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— I  really  cannot 
stand  this  anv  longer;  I  shall  have  to  go. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Parramatta  is  so  case-hardened  that 
he  can  stand  anything.  He  has  been 
in  the  crucible,  preparing  for  the  pre- 
sent situation,  ever  since  he  left  the 
Labour  Party.  His  l\as  been  no  suddoi 
change.  It  has  been  a  slow,  but  con- 
tinuous, change,  and  he  is  so  thick  in  the 
hide  to-day  that  he  cannot  be  penetrated 
even  by  the  sharpest  of  weapons.  No  doubt 
the  honorable  member  will  enjoy  the  emolu- 
ments of  office.  But  while  he  enjoys 
them  the  bitterness  will  enter  into  his  soul. 
The  ghosts  of  his  farmer  principles  will 
haunt  him  night  by  night.  In  spite  of  all 
he  mav  think,  emoluments  will  not  remove 
those  spectres  from  his  bedside.  Coming 
to  the  Corner  party,  it  is  obvious  that  whe- 
ther they  secure  seats  in  the  incoming  Minis- 
try or  not  does  not  matter.  They  really 
hold  the  fort.  They  are  the  men  who  can 
make  or  mar  the  new  combinaticm.  Those 
eleven  members  in  the  Corner  represent 
monopoly.  They  are  the  arch  anti-demo- 
crats. They  are  the  men  who  are  gcMng 
to  control  this  new  combination.  They  will 
hold  the  balance  of  power  in  the  triangular 
duel  that  will  be  going  on  day  by  day  in  the 
partv  that  has  been  brought  to;^ether  by 
methods  the  most  obnoxious  ever  resorted  to 
in  Australian  politics.  People  talk  of  the 
three  oartv  system  in  this  House.  It  has 
been  condemned  by  politicians.  But  what 
do  people  think  of  the  three  parties 
now  bound  together  ir?  one  party,  the 
blessed  trinity  of  monopolists.  Conserva- 
tives, and  arch  traitors  to  the  principles 
which  they  have  espoused?  We  have  had 
three  parties  proposing  different  policies 
and  fighting  on  different  lines  until  a  few 
weeks  ago;  and  does  any  one  mean  to  tell 
me  that  these  three  parties  are  going  to  as- 
similate and  work  in  unison  for  the  welfare 
of  the  people?     Their  sole  object  is  to 
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defeat  the  Labour  Party.  The  right  honor- 
able  member  for  Swan  may  make  the  best 
of  his  present  opportunity,  for,  as  surely  as 
he  is  sitting  in  this  chamber  to-day.  so 
soon  as  the  people  of  Australia  awaken  to 
the  perfidy  that  is  taking  place,  so  soon 
will  the  doom  of  the  members  of  the  new 
combination  be  sealed.  So  soon  also  will 
the  people  of  Australia  acclaim  the  pro- 
gramme of  the  one  party  in  politics  that 
is  not  ashamed  to  put  before  the  country 
fearlessly,  honestly,  and  continuously,  a 
policy  that  is  designed  in  the  interests  of 
Australia.  Is  it  any  disgrace  to  leave  these 
benches  by  the  methods  adopted  by  the 
party  opposite?  In  my  opinion  it  is  not  a 
disgrace,  but  is  one  of  the  best  things  that 
could  possibly  happen  to  our  party.  We 
shall  now  know  who  are  for  us  and  who 
are  against  us. 

Mr.  Sampson. — Why  does  not  the  bcm- 
orable  member  take  it  coolly  ? 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— When  I  look  at  the 
honorable  member  who  interrupts  me,  and 
cont«npIate  his  cold-blooded  character,  I 
am  not  surprised  that  he  can  take  anvthing 
coolly.  But  I  have  principles  which  I  hold 
dear,  and  I  feel  for  the  cause  which  I 
espouse.  The  honorable  member  for  Wim- 
mera  has  been  sent  here  to  represent  a  con- 
stituency consisting  largely  of  men  on  the 
land.  In  his  district,  however,  there  are 
many  large  estates ;  and  there  are  in  it  many 
farmers  whose  scyis  are  seeking  to  follow 
the  occupations  or  their  sires,  but  who  can- 
not get  land  upon  which  to  settle.  He  asks 
me  to  keep  cool,  when  I  take  stock  of  this 
•  state  of  things.  I  am  convinced  that  when 
the  day  comes  for  honorable  members  op- 
posite to  appear  before  the  electors  they 
will  not  be  able  to  keep  so  cool  as  they 
advise  me  to  do.  If  we  could  go  before 
the  people  in  two  months'  time,  I  am  con- 
vinced that  the  result  would  be  to  make  a 
[jrecedent  in  history,  so  that  no  party  elected 
to  this  Chamber  in  the  future  would,  for  a 
moment,  dare  to  do  what  the  party  oppo- 
site has  done.  The  flag  of  labour  is  being 
hoisted  higher  and  higher  on  the  mast  of 
ixjpular  approbation.  The  day  of  retri- 
bution for  those  who  have  done  this  wrong 
to  the  cause  of  labour  is  at  hand.  Many 
of  them  will  have  a  difficulty  in  facing 
their  electors,  having  regard  to  the  pledges 
given  in  days  gone  bv.  We  shall  soon  have 
an  opportunity  of  demonstrating  to  the 
people  of  this  country  what  political  policy 
is  best  calculated  to  prmnote  their  interests. 
I  do  not  altc^ether  agree  with  the  remarks 


of  the  Prime  Minister,  in  which  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  appeared  to  me  to  be  urg- 
ing as  a  favour  from  the  new  combinaticxt 
that  Senator  Pearce  should  be  sent  to  Eng- 
land. 

Mr.  Frazer. — The  Prime  Minister  did 
not  make  it  a  favour. 

Mr.  FftHEB. — May  I  say  that  I  cwn- 
plained  when  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
was  speaking  that  the  reascm  for  the 
urgent  motion  should  be  to  prevent  Sena- 
tor Pearce  from  going  to  England. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.  —  It  appears  to  me 

preposterous  to  expect  the  party  coming 
into  power  under  conditions  now  known  to 
every  one  to  recognise  the  wisdom  of  send- 
ing "the  present  Minister  of  Defence  to  the 
Conference  to  be  held  in  London.  I  believe 
that  from  a  party  political  stand-point  they 
might  fairly  decide  that  it  would  not  be 
a  proper  course  for  them  to  indorse.  But 
apart  from  that,  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
there  will  be  so  many  sore  heads  when 
the  selections  for  the  new  Cabinet  are 
made,  and  so  many  members  of  the  party 
who  will  not  be  satisfied,  it  is  hopeless  to 
expect  that  the  new  Government  will  be 
in  a  position  to  consider  the  claims  of  any 
perscai  outside  their  own  following,  no 
matter  how  beneficial  to  the  country  the 
appointment  of  such  a  person  to  such  a 
position  might  be.  Speaking  of  the  land 
tax,  the  honorable  and  learned  member 
for  Ballarat  to-day,  in  answer  to  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Kennedy,  stated  that 
he  did  not  advdcate  in  Brisbane  that  the 
States  should  tax  the  land,  and  refuse  to 
advocate  it  in  Toowoomba.  In  justice 
to  the  honorable  and  learned  inember,  I 
might  say  that  I  was  present  at  his  Bris- 
bane meeting,  and  distinctly  heard  him  say 
that  he  did  not  favour  a  Federal  land  tax. 
He  said  that  the  States  should  impose 
land  taxation,  but  in  the  event  of  the 
States  Parliaments  failing  to  do  so,  he 
would  then  COTsider  whether  it  would  not 
be  necessary  for  the  Federal  Parliament 
to  impose  such  taxation. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — The  honorable  and 
learned  member  knows  well  that  the  States 
will  never  impose  a  progressive  land  tax. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.  —  I  am  satisfied  of 
that,  but  I  wish  to  be  fair.  At  Brisbane 
the  honorable  and  learned  mmiber  for  Bal- 
larat posed  as  one  who  had  been  a  land 
taxer  for  \  quarter  of  a  century.  He  said 
that  one  of  bis  pet  ideals  in^Victorian  poli- 
tics was  a  landDi|ii3fedi^i{4,(9i@Qte  had. 
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advocated  it  for  years  in  Victoria.  I  do 
not  deny  that  for  a  moment,  but  if  the 
land  tax  at  present  in  force  in  Victoria  is 
the  only  result  of  many  years  of  advocacy 
by  the  honorable  and  learned  member  tea- 
Ballarat,  then  God  help  the  people  who 
would  have  to  depend  upcm  any  land  tax 
which  might  emanate  from  him  as  a  Fede- 
ral Prime  Minister.  There  is  no  State 
in  the  C(xnmonwealth  in  which  the  land 
tax  imposed  is  snch  an  apology  and  make- 
believe  as  it  is  in  Victoria.  Throughout 
his  career  the  honorable  and  learned  gentle- 
man has  been  propounding  great  ideas.  He 
is  an  idealist  before  everything,  but  I  defy 
honorable  members  to  point  to  one  in- 
stance in  which  he  has  adhered  to  an  ideal, 
and  given  it  effect  in  the  statute-book  of 
the  country.  He  has  been  in  politics  in 
this  country  for  over  a  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tury, and  during  the  whole  of  that  time  I 
think  he  has  not  been  out  of  office  for  more 
than  twelve  months.  If  that  does  not  indi- 
cate a  hankering  after  the  emoluments  of 
office,  I  do  not  know  what  does.  I  say 
here,  and  now,  that  a  progressive  land  tax 
is  a  proposal  in  coimexion  with  which  the 
honorable  member  and  the  party  with  which 
he  is  now  associated  can  never  secure  the 
confidence  of  our  people.  The  honorable 
gentleman  can  never  hope,  with  the  con- 
servative element  in  the  party  which  he 
now  leads,  to  be  able  to  give  effect  to  a 
land  tax  which  will  be  of  my  benefit  to 
the  people  of  Australia.  In  that  lies  our 
security.  Honorable  members  opposite 
will  never  agree  to  an  effective  progressive 
land  tax,  and  it  is  therefore  only  a  matter 
of  time  when  the  people  realizing  that  what 
the  honorable  member  for  Ballarat  talks 
about  he  does  not  do  will  take  action  to 
displace  him..  He  says  that  we  cannot 
hope  to  defend  this  continent  unless  we 
people  it.  We  cannot  expect  to  hold  it, 
or  that  Japan,  with  her  teeming  millions, 
will  remain  quiet  very  long,  unless  we  take 
st^  to  populate  the  vast  empty  spaces 
of  Australia.  But  what  is  the  honorable 
goitleman's  policy  for  the  population  of 
those  empty  spaces,  and  for  the  settle- 
ment of  prople  on  the  best  lands  of  the 
country,  which  are  now  occupied  by  only 
a  few  sheep?  It  is  only  a  make-believe, 
in  keeping  with  his  professions  throughout 
his  career.  The  honorable  gentleman 
knows,  in  his  heart,  that  there  is  only  one 
means  of  populating  this  country,  and  pro- 
tecting it.  He  knows  that  unless  we  adopt 
that  naeans  speedily*  we  shall  endanger  ^e 
safety  of  tUa  omtinent  and  this  section  of 


the  Empire.  He  knows  also  that  if  he 
had ,  continued  his  support  of  the  Labour 
Party,  a  progressive  land  tax  might  have 
been  imposed  which  would  have  done  all 
that  is  desired.  If  he  had  done  that,  be 
would  have  proved  that  be  was  not  a  mere 
talker  of  platitudes,  and  pieadier  of 
politics,  but  a  man  prepared  to  do  effective 
work  in  the  political  arena.  The  honor- 
able  gentleman  has  been  eloquent  in  refer- 
ring to  the  safety  of  the  Empire.  His 
perorations  have  charmed  audiences  of 
thousands  during  the  last  few  months.  He 
plays  on  this  string  from  month  to  mcxitb 
and  year  to  year,  and  then  he  attadies 
himself  to  a  party  that  cannot  give  him 
the  cmly  reform  by  which  this  country  can 
be  populated  and  saved.  If  his  action  is 
not  hypocritical,  it  is  certainly  detrimental 
to  the  welfare  Of  this  country,  and 
the  bmiorable  gentlonan  ought  to  be 
branded  as  one  who  has  been  im- 
posing upon  the  credulity  of  the  people. 
I  yield  to  no  man  in  my  admiration  of  the 
Empire.  I  value  the  liberties  which  have 
been  bestowed  upon  us,  and,  although  they 
are  not  all  that  we  may  desire,  we  must 
judge  them  by  cwnparison  with  those  which 
obtain  in  other  countries.  There  is  no 
country  in  the  world  which  confers  uprai  its 
subjects  the  same  amount  of  freedom  that 
is  enjoyed  by  those  under  the  British  flag. 
I  am  anxious  to  foster  the  development  of 
Australia  by  making  those  monopolists  who 
hold  unduly  large  areas  for  their  own 
aggrandizanent  disgorge,  with  a  view  to 
prwnoting  closer  settlement.  But  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Ballarat  is  not  willing 
that  that  result  should  be  brought  about. 
When  he  talks  about  the  welfare  of  the 
great  British  Empire,  he  is  simply  playing 
with  words. 

Mr.  Fairbaipn. — Let  us  have  the  perora- 
tion. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— Ths  honorable  mem- 
ber will  have  to  wait  for  the  perwationr 
which  in  the  case  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber, when  he  next  meets  the  people,  will 
be  the  "Dead  March  in  Saul."  The 
public  will  no  longer  tolerate  the  kind 
of  representation  which  has  hitherto  charac- 
terized this  National  Parliament.  I  shall' 
remember  the  action  of  the  honorable  mem- 
bet  and  of  his  party  in  endeavouring  to- 
close  the  mouths  of  their  critics  in  this 
Chamber.  Yesterday  they  attempted  to 
strangle  discussicxi  in  this  House  by  pre- 
venting a  delHite  up(»~*  the.  jSj^emor- 
Generars  sFeechP'9"'^^'^v  v^aogie 
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WiLKS. — If  the  honorable  membei 
wishes  to  discuss  that  speech,  he  should  de- 
bate the  Labour  Party's  platform. 

Mr.  WEBSTER. — I  am  not  anxious  to 
do  that.  To  discuss  the  Labour  platform 
would  be  like  talking  Greek  to  the  honor- 
"  able  member.  He  has  been  so  mixed  up 
with  platforms  recently  that,  doubtless,  be 
wants  to  see  how  the  Labour  Party's  plat- 
form compares  with  that  of  his  own  organi- 
zation. 

Mr.  WiLKS.  —  Throughout  Australia 
there  are  only  zao.ooo  people  upholding 
the  platform  in  which  I  believe. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— Are  those  people 
gc«ng  to  follow  the  Conservative  Party 
and  march  under  the  Conservative  banner  ? 

Mr.  WiLKS.— No,  they  are  going  to 
make  the  Conservative  Party  swallow  their 
platform. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— If  the  honorable 
member  desires  to  bring  that  state  of 
things  about  I  have  no  obiection  to  his 
organization.  All  I  have  to  say  is  that 
the  people  with  whom  he  is  associated  are 
not  altogether  blind  to  the  composition  of 
the  party  which  occupies  -the  Opposition 
benches.  They  are  not  blind  to  the  diffi- 
culties in  the  way  of  placing  democratic 
legislation  upon  the  statute-book,  and  I 
feel  sure  that  when  the  time  comes  they 
will  sympathize  with  the  toilers  and  the 
down-trodden,  and  that  as  brothers  and 
men  they  will  respond  to  an  appeal  to 
their  humanitarian  sympathies  and  will 
help  us  to  haul  down  the  flag  of 
conservatism.  Three  years  ago  the 
honorable  member  saw  the  cloud  com- 
ing. He  realized  that  sooner  or 
later  the  free-traders  would  have  to 
swallow  their  principles,  and  accordingly 
he  took  time  by  the  forelock,  and  formed 
a  party  of  his  own,  I  wish  him  success, 
so  long  as  he  does  not  ally  himself  with 
the  partv  which  is  absolutely  opposed  to 
the  best  interests  of  the  people.  During 
this  debate  the  honorable  member  for  Bal- 
larat  has  not  indicated  the  reason  why  be 
has  departed  from  his  promise  to  support 
the  Labour  Party,  so  long  as  their  mea- 
sures were  just  and  reasonable.  Now  there 
is  no  honorable  member  who  is  more  able 
to  explain  anything,  if  it  is  capable  of 
explanation,  than  the  honorable  member 
himself.  Even  when  he  is  not  able  to 
satisfactorily  explain  any  matter  he  makes 
a  ver\'  good  attempt  at  doing  so.  But  in 
^^be  present  instance  his  case  is  so  utterly 
eless  that  he  dare  not  allow  his  silver- 
jed  oratory  to  run  for  five  minutes.  He 


has  failed  to  respect  the  trust  committed  to 
him  by  the  people,  and  he  has  been  imjust 
both  to  himself  and  to  his  own  party. 
Consequently  he*  occupies  the  very  unen- 
viable position  in  which  we  see  him  to-day. 

Sitting  suspended  from  i  to  2.15  p.m. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  feel  that  it  is  al- 
most compulsory  to  make  further  remarks 
with  regard  to  the  combinaticm  or  fusion 
that  we  find  on  the  Opposition 
benches  to-day  The  honorable  member  for 
Ballarat  has  played  very  many  parts.  I  do 
not  intend  to  repeat  what  has  been 
said,  ably  and  concisely,  in  that  re- 
gard by  previous  speakers.  Sufficient 
has  been  said  to  enable  the  people  of 
this  great  Commonwealth  to  draw  thdr 
own  conclusions  frwn  the  Hansard  report. 
Any  debate  which  may  be  indulged  in  on 
this  occasion  is  more  than  warranted  by 
the  unprecedented  action  which  was  taken 
on  the  Address- in -Reply  by  the  hmiorable 
gentlemen  who  are  coming  into  power.  In 
addition  to  the  many  political  parts  he  has 
played,  the  hcmorable  member  for  Ballarat 
has  been  a  great  student  of  other  things 
than  politics.  Reincarnation  has  been,  I 
think,  one  of  his  late  studies.  He  has 
given,  I  belie^'e,  great  attention  to  the  pos- 
sibilities of  reincarnation  as  a  factor  in 
developing  souls  when  they  are  transferred 
from  this  sphere  to  some  other  cme.  No 
-stronger  proof  of  that  doctrine  have  I 
found  than  that  which  is  furnished  by  the 
honorable  gentleman.  Surely  reincarnation 
has  come  down  to  earth,  when  we  find  him 
continuously  changing  frwn  one  position  to 
another,  swallowing  himself  with  that 
aviditv  which  is  characteristic  of  a  man  of 
his  temperament,  and  proving  beyond  doubt 
that  he,  at  any  rate,  can  be  rdncarnated 
from  month  to  month,  or  from  year  to 
>ear,  as  the  political  exigendes  may  de- 
mand. 

Mr.  Carr. — This  is  "Reincarnation  in 
our  time,"  not  "Socialism  in  oxir  time." 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— Exactly.  It  is  not 
the  honorable  monber  for  EalUiat  alone 
who  is  an  example  of  the  doctrine  of 
"  reincarnation  in  our  time."  On  £hat 
side  of  the  House  we  6nd  the  pro- 
cess to  be  absolutely  general.  I  bold 
in  my  hand  a  few  remarks  which  have  been 
tittered  during  the  last  few  months  in  con- 
nexion with  honorable  members  who  oon- 
stitute  the  Conservative  Party  here  tx>-daT. 
I  propose  to  put  on  reqwd  one  m  two  of 
the  absolutely  iiteoqi^e^W'i^gra  whidi 
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have  emanated  from  those  honorable 
tlemen  who  to-day  find  themselves  in  oppo- 
siticHi  to  the  party  which  sits  on  the  ripht 
of  the  chamber.  At  Ipswich,  on  the 
27th  November,  1906,  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Parramatta  compared  the  Deakin 
Party  with  "a  row  of  fowls  out  in  the  rain — 
feeble,  poor,  and  few."  Whether  they 
have  gone  to  roost  in  his  hencoop,,  or 
whether  he  has  gtHie  to  roost  in  theirs,  1  do 
not  know.  I  suppose  that  one  may  con- 
clude thai  they  are  not  now  in  the  rain, 
but  in  the  sunshine  of  anticipation  of  the 
c^ces  which  they  are  to  fill.  The  honor- 
able member  for  Parramatta  is  welcome  to 
the  companionship  which  he  has  formed. 
When  a  man  can  make  an  utterance  of  that 
kind  only  a  few  nKxiths  ago  with  regard 
to  the  leader  whom  he  now  follows,  and 
the  party  wh<Mn  he  is  associated  with,  and 
whom  he  described  as  a  number  of  fowls 
out  in  the  rain,  it  must  be  an  indication 
to  the  public  as  to  what  parties  can  come 
logethw  in  this  House  for  a  common  pur- 
pose. Befcwe  we  come  to  a  verdict  on  a 
matter  of  this  kind,  we  require  corrobora- 
tive evidence,  and  the  more  corroborative 
it  is  the  more  damning  will  be  the  verdict 
which  must  be  uttered  by  the  public  when 
they  read  the  reports  of  our  proceedings. 
SCTiator  demons,  who  has  some  knowledge 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Ballarat  and 
political  parties  in  this  House,  used  these 
wwds — 

The  place  Mr-  Deakin  held  in  -Federal  politics 
was  diat  of  a  skilful  fortune-teller  with  a  shifty 
otteiance.  His  political  aims  and  decision's 
were  as  uDcertain  as  the  Sight  of  a  butterfly. 

How  prophetic  was  that  utterance  made  by 
Senator  Clemons  in  Launceston  on  the  i8th 
July,  1905.  Here  is  a  man,  who  nearly 
four  years  ago  could  see  through  the  honor- 
able gentleman,  and  describe  him  in  the 
words  I  have  just  quoted.  Never  has  any 
utterance  more  truly  portrayed  the  conduct 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Ballarat  dur- 
ing the  recwit  recess.  I  now  come  to  the 
opinions  of  the  honorable  member  for  Bal- 
larat with  regard  to  other  persons,  and  the 
public  will  marvel  how  they  could  come 
together  after  the  utterance  I  am  about  to 
quote.  In  the  A,£;«  of  the  22nd  December, 
1905 — and  that  newspaper  always  reports 
the  honorable  member  for  Ballarat  cor- 
rectly— ^he  is  reported  to  have  made  these 
remarks — 

Our  personal  relations  do  not  appear  to  roe 
to  demand  more  attention  than  they  have  already 
received.  After  repeated  interriews  1  found  him 
(Mr.  Reid)  Tmcnons  and  insincere. 


I  wcMider  what  the  honorable  member  for 
East  Sydney  ha.s  to  say  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Ballarat  to-day— 

I  had  been  warned  that  I  bad  to  do  with  an  un- 
Kiupulous  and  untrustworthy  poltticiaa,  and  1 
found  by  bitter  experience  when  Parliament  met 
that  I  had  to  meet,  as  I  told  him  to  his  face, 
black  treachery  as  welt,  flis  treachery  was  to 
the  men  who  at  great  risk  to  themselves  had 
placed  and  kept  him  in  power,  against  whom  be 
aimed  in  his  proposed  dissolution  the  deadliest 
blow  be  could  diiect  against  the  proleclionisl 
policy  and  party. 

That  is  the  opinion  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Ballarat  with  regard  to  his  attitude 
after  the  defeat  of  the  Reid  Administra- 
tion. Are  there  any  words  which  could 
be  more  damning  to  the  personal  or  politi- 
cal reputation  of  any  man  than  the  words 
used  on  that  occasion  regarding  the  honor- 
able member  for  East  Sydney  ?  How  true 
they  are  to-day !  That  they  have  been 
proved  up  to  the  hilt  by  recent  actions  in 
this  chamber  must  be  self-evident  to  every 
observing  man.  To-day  the  honorable 
member  for  East  Sydney  is  practically 
gagged.  He  cannot  say  on  this  occasion 
what  he  would  like  to  say.  I  feel  that  he 
dare  not  allow  himself  to  spetfk.  Other- 
wise the  words  uttered  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Ballarat  on  that  occasion  were 
not  an  indication  of  his  true  feel- 
ings towards  the  right  honorable  gentleman. 
Then  the  honorable  member  for  Bellarat, 
as  reported  in  the  Argus  of  the  13th  July, 
1905,  made  use  of  these  words  regarding 
the  right  hcmorable  member  for  East  Syd- 
ney— 

Mr.  Reid,  who,  without  notice  or  justification, 
treacherously  threw  a  bomb  amongst  tbe  men  be- 
hind him,  found  himself  hoist  with  his  own 
petard. 

My  old  objections  to  taking  office  when  Mr. 
Reid  came  into  power  remained  as  strong  as  they 
were  when  I  declined  his  overtures.  I  neither 
expected  nor  desired  it.  Nothing  but  a  great 
emergency  would  have  induced  me  to  accept 
it.  Tbe  one  man  in  Australia  responsible  for 
forcing  me  into  his  place — which  I  was  far  from 
envying  and  am  far  from  welcoming — was  Mr. 
Reid.  His  breach  of  faith  with  out  party  was 
so  indefensible  that  it  made  an  instant  severance 
inevitable.  Either  the  Ministry  or  the  whole  of 
the  business  of  Parliament  had  to  be  sacrificed. 

Yet  to-day  these  men  are  cheek  by  jowl. 

Sir  John  Fosrest.  —  The  honorable 
member  appears  not  to  like  it. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— The  right  honorable 
member  should  be  ashamed  of  it,  but  I 
welcome  it,  as  do  the  people  of  Australia. 
Why  should  I  object  to  be  relieved  of  the 
company  of  men  whose  utterances  indicate 
their  character  ?bigHi3QK^S»^S'^^6>f 
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Labour  Party  lies  in  separating  themselves 
from  their  enemies,  and  standing  compact 
before  the  country,  ready  to  fight  for  the 
public  welfare. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  honorable 
member's  ccmstituents  will  require  him  to 
say  why  he  supported  these  men  so  strongly. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— My  constituents  have 
never  had  occasion  to  accuse  me  of  playing 
them  false,  or  of  not  honestly  advocating 
the  principles  upon  which  I  was  elected. 
They  cannot  accuse  me  of  breaking  my 
electicm  pledges,  as  the  honorable  member 
and  those  associated  with  him  are  doing.  I 
nm  not  here  by  his  help  or  that  of  his 
party ;  I  was  returned  despite  the  bitterest 
opposition  which  could  be  given  to  any 
man.  I  was  returned,  not  by  deceiving 
my  electors,  but  because  I  hopefully  and 
manfully  gave  utterance  to  the  truth  that 
i$  in  me,  and  explained  my  parliamentary 
ambitl<ni&. 

Mr.  Hedges. — What  will  they  think 
when  they  hear  of  the  company  which  the 
honorable  member  has  been  keejnng,  and 

is  now  denouncing  ? 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber should  keep  silence;  the  further  he 
pushes  into  this  debate  the  worse  it  will  be 
for  his  allies.  Let  me  proceed  with  my 
exposure  of  the  perfidy  of  these  men  as 
evidenced  by  their  utterances. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Perfidy  is  not  a 
parliamentary  term. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  withdraw  it,  be- 
cause, like  many  other  terms  which  are 
true  and  applicable  in  this  connexion,  it  is 
not  parliamentary.  Mr.  Reid,  replying 
to  Mr.  Deakin,  on  the  14th  Julv.  1905  

Mr.  SPEAKER. — I  am  not  insistine:  on 
a  mere  matter  of  form  when  1  ask  the 
honorable  member  to  refer  to  his  fellow- 
members  by  the  names  of  their  constituen- 
cies. Mr.  Reid,  Mr.  Deakin,  and  others 
whose  names  might  be  mentioned,  are  not 
in  this  House  except  as  the  representatives 
of  constituencies,  and  must  therefore  be  re- 
ferred to  in  their  representative  capacity. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— As  I  am  quoting 
from  passages  in  which  the  names  of 
these  gentlemen  appear,  I  naturally  feel 
it  flifficult  to  follow  the  rule  of  debate  to 
which  you,  sir,  are  drawing  attention,  and 
sometimes  forget  that  I  should  speak  of 
them  by  the  n.imes  of  their  constituencies. 
This  is  what  the  right  honorable  member 
for  East  Sydney  said  of  the  honorable 
member   for   Ballarat   a  day  after  the 


utterances,  which  I  have  just  quoted,  were 
published — 

I  consulted  him  (Mr.  Deakia)  again  on 
Wednesday,  June  aist,  three  days  before  his 
speech  at  Ballarat,  and  I  could  still  have  sworn 
that  be  was  as  loyal  and  cordial  as  ever.  I 
told  my  colleagues,  as  it  seemed  with  a  fallacioui 
confidence,  on  the  day  before  the  Ballarat  speech, 
ibat  I  could  tell  when  a  man  had  any  ulterior 
motives  or  designs  in  his  mind,  and  my  personal 
intercourse  with  Mr,  Deakin  until  the  previous 
Wednesday  had  convinced  me  he  was  the 
«ame  loyal  and  generous  ally  he  had  always 
been.  That  was  on  the  Friday.  Then  came  the 
Saturday's  speech  of  my  friend  and  ally.  If 
that  was  the  speech  of  the  loyal  and  generous  ally 
1  had  taken  him  for,  then  I  and  all  my  colleagues 
acted  wrongly  and  foolishly  in  doing  what  we 
did,  and  the  suicidal  mania  became  feasible. 

I  do  not  know  how  these  men  are  going 
to  justify  themselves  before  the  public, 
having  regard  to  their  previous  attitude  to 
each  other.  I  come  now  to  deal  with  an- 
other member  of  the  Opposititxi,  who  has 
the  respect  of  every  man  in  this  chamber, 
and,  I  think,  of  the  people  outside,  the 
honorable  member  for  North  Sydney.  It 
is  only  recently  that  he  has  fallen  from 
grace.  In  order  that  I  may  not  do  him 
an  injustice,  let  me  quote  what  he  has 
said  about  the  man  with  whom  he  is  now 
associated.  This  is  a  report  of  his  re- 
marks on  the  14th  September,  1905 — 

But  what  of  Mr.  Deakin?  Hat  he  not  risen, 
yet  fallen?  Risen  to  oflBce  but  fallen  in  repute. 
Either  he  must  be  found  guilty  of  disloyalty 
to  the  cause  he  advocated  when  he  assisted  so 
ardently  in  the  formation  of  the  late  Ministry,  as 
well  as  to  Mr.  Reid,  and  to  those  of  his  own  party 
who  took  office  in  the  Ministry  with  his  approval, 
or  he  must  be  ranked  as  one  of  those  whose  poli- 
tical perceptions  are  becoming  so  blunted  that  he 
cannot  weigh  the  decency,  effect,  or  meaning  of 
his  own  words  and  actions. 

In  Other  words,  the  honorable  member  for 
North  Sydney  excuses  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Ballarat  for  his  peculiar  position 
by  indicating  that  he  is  not  responsible  for 
his  actions — that  the  only  reasonable  and 
charitable  view  is  that  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  cannot  weigh  the  full  effects 
of  his  words.  Yet  to-day  the  honorable 
member  for  North  Sydney  is  found  sitting 
in  company  with  the  honorable  member 
for  Ballarat,  and  will  probably  be  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Administration  that  is  about  to 
be  formed.  If  ever  there  was  got  together 
a  party  of  insincere  men  in  any  Parliament 
in  the  world,  it  is  the  party  which  will  occupy 
these  benches  within  the  next  week  or  two. 
As  I  say,  we  have  no  complaint  to  make, 
l)ecause  it  will  be  our  ppvilege  in  oillorv 
these  men  every  ti£atii2ff^;^4^@g!gli^  until 
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we  can  get  them  to  appeal  to  the  country. 
It  is  our  duty  to  the  people,  more  than 
oar  privilege^  to  see  that  no  st<»ie  is  left 
unturned  in  order  to  leave  on  their  repu- 
tatim  the  stigma  of  r^ioadi  tbey  have  so 
deservedly  earned  tor  inconsistency  during 
the  time  they  have  occupied  positions  on 
both  sides  of  the  chamber.  I  have  shown 
a  few  of  the  beautiful  ioconsistencies  de- 
\'eloped  by  this  fusion  of  parties ;  and  I 
now  ha%e  to  charge  the  honorable  member 
for  Ballarat*  and  those  associated  with 
him,  with  at^lute  insincerity  in  their  de- 
sire to  populate  and  protect  Australia.  I 
have  in  my  hand  a  list  which  shows  un- 
mistakably- the  earth  hunger  prevailing  in 
this  country.  It  \s  marvellous  to  tmnk 
that  with  3,000,000  square  miles  of  ter- 
ritory we  are  not  able  to  find  land  for 
4>25Ot0oo  people  in  order  to  enable  them 
to  support  their  families  and  benefit  the 
nation.  Here  are  scane  figures  taken  from 
the  Sydney  Mormng  Herald  and  other 
newspapers  during  the  last  few  months — 

Upper  Htmter,  190  applicanu  for  1,500  acrei,  a 
blocks. 

UuswellbroolE,  85  applicants  for  1,750  acres, 
a  blocks. 

Murwillambah.  an  applicants  for  40  blocks. 

Murwillumbab,  108  applicants  for  26  blocks. 

Lismore,  53  applicants  for  687  acres,  3  blocks. 

Ganmain  (Wagga),  3^4  applicants  for  Iit475 
acres,  aa  blocks. 

Hay,  41  applicants  for  6,635  acres,  3  blocks. 

Tweed,  i8t  applicants  for  31  blocks, 

Muswellbrook,  43  applicanU  for  1,339  acres, 
4  blocks. 

Forbn,  3a  applicants  for  r,946  acres,  i  block. 
Forbes,  ti  applicants  for  i^a  acres,  i  block. 
Bingara,  59  applicants  for   3,635   acres,  10 
blocks. 

Kempsey,  25  applicaoU  for  475  acres,  a  blocks. 
Wyalong,  so  applications  for  2,350  acres. 

In  my  own  electorate,  during  the  last 
month  or  two,  seven  blocks  of  country, 
which  were  pari  of  cancelled  improvement 
leases  in  New  South  Wales,  and  which  had 
be«i  declared  unfit  for  pastoral  use  by  the 
Minister  of  Lands,  were  opened  as  grazing 
blocks,  and  for  these  there  were  700  appli- 
cants. The  figures  are  an  indication  of  the 
earth  hunger  to-day  in  New  South  Wales, 
and,  to  some  extent,  in  Victoria  and  the 
other  States,  and  represent  one  of  the  e^'ils 
that  the  present  Government  are  making  an 
honest,  sincere,  and  effective  effort  to  re- 
move. What  are  members  of  the  Opposi- 
tion likely  to  do  in  this  regard?  They 
have  already  declared  that  thev  desire  im- 
migration, but  to  what  part  of  the  Coti- 
roonwealth  do  they  propose  to  send  immi- 
grants?   Do  they  propose  to  send  them  to 


the  valuable  coastal  areas  now  run  as  ^eep- 
walks  all  around  Australia  ?  Is  it  to  those 
large  areas  of  land  that  would  feed  thou- 
sands of  human  families  and  bring  pros- 
perity to  the  country  ?  No,  they  propose  to 
send  the  irrunigrants  to  the  Northern  Terri- 
tory— into  the  torrid  zone.  The  Govern- 
ment or  party  which  could  dream  for  a 
moment  of  importing  immigrants,  and  send- 
ing them  to  the  Northern  Territory,  con- 
template one  of  the  most  diabolical  acts  of 
which  any  Administration  could  be  guiltv. 
Some  honorable  members  did  not  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  opportunity  presented  of  in- 
vestigating on  the  spot  the  conditions  and 
possibilities  of  the  Northern  Territory,  but 
I  did ;  and  I  say  without  hesitation  that 
those  lands  will  never  be  occupied  excepting 
by  the  overflow  from  more  favoured  lands 
in  the  southern  parts  of  the  continent. 
Men  cannot  be  transferred  from  cold  or 
cooler  continents  to  the  Northern  Territory, 
and  induced  to  live  there,  unless  they  h.ive 
passed  a  period  of  acclimatisation  in  the 
more  southern  and  favoured  parts  of  the 
country ;  and  to  send  immigrants  there 
would  be  the  worst  that  could  pos^bly  be 
dcMie  for  the  advancement  of  this  great 
continent  and  \t%  future  safety.  There  is 
no  doubt  that  ive  shall  have  to  take  o\er 
the  Northern  Teiritory  for  defence  pur- 
poses;  but  God  forbid  that  the  day  is  near 
when  we  shall  attempt  to  delude  immi- 
grants frcwn  other  countries  into  settling 
there,  imtil  they  have,  as  I  say,  passeii 
through  a  period  of  acclimatisation.  As 
to  opening  up  land  for  the  applicants  I 
have  mentioned — for  those  sons  of  farmers 
and  others  who  cannot  find  a  place  :n 
which  to  put  their  labour  to  profitable  use 
— we  are  absolutely  without  any  hope  from 
any  Government  that  may  be  formed  of 
honorable  members  opposite.  The  honor- 
able member  for  Ballarat  suggests  that  this 
matter  should  be  left  to  the  States,  but  he 
knows  as  well  as  I  do  that  to  do  so  ^votild 
be  only  a  means  of  evading  the  question 
and  escaping  the  resiwnsibilitv  which  his 
position  will  carry.  What  can  be  done  in 
the  States,  with  "the  Legislative  Councils 
constituted  of  landlords,  some  elected  an-I 
some  nominated?  In  my  judgment,  there 
is  not  a  State  in  Australia  where  the  Legis- 
lative Council  would  agree  to  an  effective 
prc^ressive  land  tax  for  the  benefit  of  the 
people;  and,  therefore,  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Ballarat  is  insincere  when  he 
puts  his  proposal  for^vard  and  pro- 
fesses to  be  anxious  for  the  sa  fety 
of    this    continent   from   foreign  attack. 
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While  he  has  the  landlords  of  the  Opposr- 
t'lon  corner  applying  the  brake  to  his  poli- 
tical machine,  the  honorable  member  for 
Ballarat  has  no  hope  of  placing  on  the 
statute-book  a  Commonwealth  progressive 
land  tax.  I  r^ard  the  imposition  of 
such  a  tax  as  the  king-pin  of  our 
progress,  as  likely  to  be  the  coitre 
of  all  prospratty  and  success.  Unless 
we  have  areas  of  land  suitable  for 
settlement  to  offer  intending  immigrants,  we 
cannot  expect,  and  ought  not  to  attempt  to 
induce,  them  to  come  here.  The  honorable 
member  for  Ballarat  says  that  we  must 
trust  to  the  States  to  pass  land  tax  legis- 
lation. What  does  that  mean  ?  Mr.  Wade 
has  intimated  that  he  does  not  intend  to 
do  anything  of  the  kind ;  but  let  us  con- 
sider for  a  moment  what  would  be  the 
position  if  such  a  measure  were  passed  by 
the  legislature  of  New  South  Wales. 
Would  it  attract  population  from  abroad? 
Certainly  not.  It  would  simply  attract  to 
Xew  South  Wales  land  seekers  from  other 
parts  of  the  Commonwealth.  It  would 
f«e  a  case  of  robbing  Peter  to  pay  Paul. 
We  should  simply  transfer  people  from 
one  State  to  another.  We  should  benefit 
one  State  bv  impoverishing  all  the  others 
in  the  Union.  Such  a  proposition,  there- 
fore, is  impracticable,  and,  that  being  so, 
all  the  professions  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Ballarat  as  to  a  desire  to  encourage 
immigration  and,  in  that  way,  to  secure  the 
safety  of  the  Empire,  may  be  regarded  as 
mere  mo(»i£hine. 

Mr.  WILKS  <Dalley)  [2.47].— During 
this  debate,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  not  ob- 
served any  anxiety  on  the  part  of  honorable 
members  on  this  side  of  the  House  to  catch 
your  eye.  We  have  had  from  the  other 
side  of  the  House  speech  after  speech  at- 
tacking honorable  members  of  the  Opposi- 
tion, and,  listening  to  them,  I  have  been 
led  t9  speculate  as  to  how  tlie  public  are 
likelv  to  regard  these  proceedings.  Will 
they  not  be  inclined  to  ask — "Where  do 
we  come  in?"  We  Mere  promised  that 
We  should  have  in  Kt-'dearl  politics  a  rarer 
atmospherep  but  I  must  fnae^V  admit  that 
3.S  A  member  oi  t\w  Pariiasieot  of  Xew 
South  Wales  I  never  saw  so  much  bad 
aiilli^hitliilOitJB  connexion  with  the  dis- 
H^pBHTCiV%Iini_<vtr\  .i'^  w^  have  wit- 
^Bb-:!'  in  ihu  T-fi>MSf  .!..,'  last  iwenty- 

^^yH|MHll||y|ytt  h.'id  ,1  review  of  the 
^^H^I^B^B^Ih^t  (  \i^ted  between 
tkm  ;ind  the  Labour 
eil  tu  ilie  honorable 
tti^acing  his  former 


colleague,  and  we  have  heard  much  that 
in  my  judgment,  will  create  on  the  part 
of  the  public  a  feeling  of  disgust  in  regard 
to  Federal  politics. 

Mr.  Batchelor.— With  regard  to  fusion 
politics. 

Mr.  WILKS.— I  intend  to  deal  with  the 
fusi(Hi.  We  have  been  informed  that  the 
Labour  Party  entered  into  a  compact  with 
the  Deakin  Administration  to  keep  them  in 
office  until  certain  measures  were  passed, 
and  for  a  reasonable  period  after  that  time. 
The  Attorney -General  and  the  honorable 
member  for  Hume  have  vouched  for  the 
truth  of  that  statement.  They  have  said 
that  there  was  a  compact  to'  keep  the 
Labour  Ministry  in  poyver  for  a  reasonable 
time,  and  it  is  well  that  that  fact  should 
be  placed  on  record,  since  the  Labmir  Party 
on  the  platform  and  elsewhere,  never  fail 
to  take  to  themselves  special  credit  for 
purity  of  motive.  It  will  be  interesting  tu 
the  public  to  learn  that  the  Labour  Party, 
without  the  knowledge  of  the  electors  and 
behind  the  backs  of  their  own  leagues, 
entered  into  a  secret  compact  with  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Deakin  Party  by  which  the  one 
was  to  assist  the  other.  I  can  conceive  of 
nothing  more  obnoxious  in  the  world  of 
politics.  They  complain  of  the  tactics  of 
those  who  are  anxious  to  remove  them  from 
office,  but  such  tactics  dwindle  into  insigni- 
ficance when  compared  with  the  secret  com- 
pact made  by  the  Labour  Party  behind  the 
backs  of  their  leagues- 
Mr.  Batchelob. — No  secret  oxnpact 
ever  existed. 

Mr.  WILKS.— What  power  have  the 
Labour  Party  to  enter  into  a  axnpact  with 
another  party  by  which  each  shall  be 
secured  in  turn  a  term  of  c^ce?  I  thought 
that  their  only  concern  was  to  carry  into 
effect  the  planks  of  their  platform.  I 
make  no  apology  to  the  L-abour  Party  for 
the  vote  which  I  gave  yesterday.  Accord- 
ing to  the  newspaper  reports,  as  the  result 
of  the  coalition  we  are  to  revert  to  the  old 
system  of  representative  and  responsible 
government.  We  are  to  have  in  power  a 
Ministry  having  behind  it  a  majority  of  the 
members  of  this  House— a  Ministry  respon- 
sible for  its  own  acts  and  making  no  alli- 
ance. .  Every  member  of  the  party  is  to 
have  a  personal  responsibility — is  to  be  per- 
sonally responsible  to  his  electors  for  his 
acts  in  this  Parliament.  And  this  is  what 
the  Labour  Party  describe  as  a  return  to 
conservative  conditions. 

Mr.  Fisher. — Is  that  a^pecial  .brand  of 
virtue  of  whichpi|li«d  pppfl@hffik#|^ave  a 
monopoly  ? 
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Mr.  WILKS.— I  am  merely  stating  what 
the  newspapers  report  will  be  the  result  of 
the  Coalition  Ministry.  Until  I  see  the 
ooalitioQ  in  wcvking  order,  I  must  take 
those  statements  at  their  label  value;  but, 
personally,  I  am  going  to  be  responsible  to 
my  constituents  fcH*  all  my  votes  and 
actions. 

Mr.  Fisu£K. — Is  responsibility  to  one's 
constitumts  a  special  brand  of  virtue  en- 
joyed only  by  the  Opposition? 

Mr.  Maugeb. — ^Ves;  the  Labour  Party 
are  responsible  only  to  their  leagues. 
Mr.  Fishes. — ^That  is  not  so. 
Mr.  WILKS.— The  Prime  Minister  and 
his  party  have  not  that  virtue.  As  a  mat- 
ter of  fact,  they  are  tied  down  by  their 
leagues.  Towards  the  close  of  last  ses- 
sion, when  the  statement  of  -Ministerial 
policy  was  under  review,  I  gave  expresaon 
to  views  which  I  can  indorse  to-day. 

Mr.  FiSHsaL — ^Does  the  honorable  mem- 
ber say  that  we  are  not  responsible  to  our 
oonstitDents  ?  * 
Mr.  Maugbk. — Only  in  a  secondary 


Mr.  THOMAS-^Every  honorable  member 
must  be  responsible,  at  all  events,  to  the 
majority. 

Mr.  WILKS. — The  bon(»:able  member  is 
very  keen,  but  be  does  not  put  the  position 
clearly.  Every  member  of  th^  Labour 
Party,  when  before  the  electors,  can  always 
excuse  any  of  his  votes  by  explaining  that 
be  voted  in  acondance  with  the  will  of  the 
majority. 

Mr.  Thouas. — He  cannot. 

Mr.  WILKS.— It  has  been  done  time 
after  time. 

Mr.  Thojias. — How  can  he  if  the  par- 
ticular matter  on  which  he  votes  is  not 
onered  by  the  platform? 

Mr.  WILKS. — Labour  members  are  re- 
turned to  Parliament  as  members  of  a 
fitting  party,  and  as  such  they  meet  in 
caucus,  and  the  public  are  absolutely  un- 
aware of  what  is  decided  in  caucus,  either 
as  to  the  life  of  a  Government  or  otbei- 
wise.  The  public  do  not  know  whether 
there  is  a  majcM-ity  of  the  party,  or  how 
great  the  majority  is,  in  favour,  for  in- 
stance, of  supporting  the  Deakin  Adminis- 
tration, or  how  many  are  opposed  to  it. 
What  I  am  fighting  for  is  to  have  these 
matters  decided  in  this  House  in  the  open 
light  of  day.  We  are  returned  as  public 
representatives,  and  our  deciwxis  should  be 
made  public.  I  am  not  grumblii^  at  the 
attitude  of  the  Labour  Party,  but  I  am 
grumbling  at  their  decisi«is  bring  come  to 


in  caucus.  Such  a  practice  is  destructive 
of  the  principle  of  representative  govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  Thomas. — Has  not  the  same  thing 
taken  place  lately  in  the  caucuses  of  other 
parties  ? 

Mr.  WILKS.— If  it  has,  I  have  not 
been  present.  I  think  the  Prime  Minister 
took  up  a  very  manful  position  in  his 
reply  to  the  attack  made  by  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition,  and  reconciled  himself  to 
the  inevitable  fact  that  the  numbers  are 
against  hira.  But  I  am  not  at  all  at- 
tracted by  the  squealing  which  has  gone 
OTi  since,  or  bv  the  amount  of  secret  history 
that  has  been  disclosed  to  the  public  in 
our  debates.  All  I  can  say  is  that  if 
Australia  can  stand  in  meadjers  of  this 
Parliament,  at  £600  a  year  each,  squab- 
bling like  this,  with  seven  or  eight  Min- 
istn-s  fighting  not  to  go  out  of  office,  and 
sevai  or  eight  others  fighting  to  get  into- 
office,  it  is  a  very  fine  country.  I  hon- 
estly believe  that  the  citizrais  of  Australia, 
the  men  who  are  not  anxious  to  enter  pub- 
lic life,  are  heartily  sick  of  the  conduct 
of  politics.  I  am  only  too  glad  to  see 
some  solution  arrived  at.  We  have  now 
only  two  parties,  and  it  is  easy  for  a  man 
to  choose  which  he  will  be  with.  I  have 
chosen  to  be  with  this  party.  A  man 
has  now  to  be  either  with  the  politKal 
LfUxnir  Party  or  against  it.  The  mem- 
bers of  the  Labour  Party  ought  to  be  only 
too  glad  to  come  over  to  this  side  in  op- 
position, in  view  of  the  coming  elections, 
for  I  can  underetand  their  being  in  a 
stronger  position  after  a  few  months  in 
opposition  than  they  are  to-day,  or  than 
they  would  be  if  they  continued  in  power 
up  to  the  time  of  the  electicHis.  The  hon- 
orable member  for  Ballarat  is  now  the 
leader  of  this  party.  He  must  have  a 
marvellous  genius  '  for  commanding  his 
temper,  because  I  canned  understand  how 
any  member  could  take  the  attacks  that 
have  been  made  upon  him  so  calmly.  I 
do  not  know  whether  my  nature  is  different, 
or  whether  I  am  not  keen  enough  at  play- 
ing the  game,  but  I  am  sure,  Mr.  Speaker, 
that  even  you,  with  your  long  parliamen- 
tary experience  and  judicial  nature,  could 
not  have  sat  upon  these  baches  and 
taken  attacks  upon  you  in  the  way  the 
tHHiOTable  member  for  Ballarat  has  taken 
tite  attadcs  upon  him.  It  shows  either  a 
masterly  self-control  or  a  j^A^^U'lVI?''^'^ 
to  the  opinions  of^a!Hg*4'}' MWg3#-know 
yet  how  to  put  it.    It  is  still  a  mystery 
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to  me.  I  am  used  to  the  rou^-and- 
tumble  of  political  life,  but  if  any  one 
said  to  me  half  of  what  has  been  said  to 
the  tKmorable  member  far  Ballarat,  I 

would  not  try  to  meet  it  even  by  mental 
exchanges,  but  I  would  ask  my  opponents 
if  they  really  meant  what  they  said,  and 
if  they  did  I  would  take  pretty  prompt 
steps  to  show  them  what  I  would  do. 
As  an  old  hand  at  parliamentary  life  I 
am  certain  that  the  pii)lic,  when  they  read, 
these  severe  attacks  made  by  honorable 
members  upon  one  another,  will  refuse 
after  a  while  to  believe  either  side.  They 
mil  ocxne  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  only 
part  of  the  game,  and  that  it  is  imposuble 
for  it  to  be  genuine,  or  else  flesh  and 
blood  could  not  stand  it.  I  have  heard 
attacks  made,  not  cwily  upon  the  political 
position  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Ballarat,  but  even  on  his  very  manhood. 
I  cannot  understand  how  any  honorable 
member  can  take  it  so  calmly.  Perhaps 
I  am  taking  it  too  seriously,  but  if  it  is 
only  banter,  I  think  that  in  a  serious  time 
like  this  banter  could  be  very  well  left 
on  one  side.  I  may'  be  wrong,  but  my 
opinion  is 'that  the  honorable  member  for 
Ballarat  is  to-day  the  only  pos^ble  leader 
of  a  radical  fwce  in  Australia  outside  of 
the  Labour  Party.  Time  after  time  I 
have  supported  his  measures,  and  I  have 
simply  now  to  wait  until  he  brings  in  his 
platform.  If,  as  some  honorable  mem- 
bers predict,  he  simply  waits  upon  the 
honorable  members  in  the  Opposition 
corner,  and  displays  Conservative  views, 
1  shall  not  vote  for  him  any  longer.  I 
am  backing  him  now  on  his  past  experi- 
ence,  and  on  his  avowal  of  radical  prin- 
ciples, and  a  radical  poHcv.  In  doing 
so,  I  believe  I  am  correctly  interpreting 
the  wishes,  of  mv  electors.  If  not,  they 
will  have  an  opportunity  very  shortly  to 
votk  against  me.  If  the  fight  has  to 
come,  it  might  just  as  well  cane 
now  as  nine  months  hence.  The 
Labour  Party  have  fought  me  for  years, 
and  I  would  much  sooner  meet  them  in  a 
fortnight's  time  than  nine  months  hence. 
We  are  really  entering  upon  a  new  condition 
of  politics  in  Australia. .  The  Labour 
Party,  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of 
the  Cc»nmon wealth,  will  appeal  to  the  pub- 
lic to  be  intrusted  with  straight-out  powers 
of  government.  They  already  hold  twenty- 
seven  seats,  and  if  they  can  onlv  capture 
twelve  more,  thev  will  be  the  ruling  force 
in  Australia.  There  will  then  be  no  danger 
of  the  disclosure  of  secret  compacts  or 
lUr.  Wilks. 


negotiatiCHis  such  as  we  have  beard  lately. 
The  greatest  smudge  upcm  Federal  politics 
has  been  placed  there  within  the  last  dav  or 
two  bv  the  Attorney-General  and  the  bon- 
orable  member  for  Hume,  when  they  stated 
that  arrangements  were  made  to  keep  cer- 
tain people  in  power  for  a  certain  time,  and 
that  afterwards  it  was  to  be  tum-and-tum 
about.  For  the  last  few  years  I  have 
not  occupied  the  most  enviable  position  in 
the  House.  Rightiv  or  wrongly  I  have 
gone  for  what  I  have . believed^tb  be  the 
duty  of  a  responsible  representative,  and  I 
have  not  gone  back  on  the  principles  that  I 
was  returned  to  advocate^  and  defend. 
Honorable  members  have  said  that  I  had  to 
swallow  a  pill  or  bolus,  but,  if  I  did,  I 
swallowed  it  four  or  five  years  ago,  and  it 
is  digested  now.  A  lot  of  other  honorable 
members  are  only  now  swallowing 
their  pill,  and  I  hope  it  will  not 
disagree  with  them.  Although  it  is 
apparently  the  usual  custom  in  this 
debate  to  show  by  quotations  that  on 
a  certain  date  an  opponent  said  certain 
things,  and  on  another  date  said  the  op- 
posite, making  the  quotations  with  a  good 
deal  of  vim  and  ngour,  I  shall  ask  the 
leave  of  the  House  simply  to  quote  myself. 
On  the  27th  November,  1908,  when  deal- 
ing with  the  Ministerial  statement  made  by 
the  preseat  Prime  Minister,  I  said — 

The  Labour  Party  have  never  been  met  by  a 
solid,  well-organized  force  in  proper  batUe  array; 
but  live  on  the  division«  of  thought  and  opinioa 
in  this  House  and  in  the  country.  I  feel  aure 
that  the  submission  of  a  LiberaUprogreiiive  plat- 
form, under  a  proper  leader,  would  make  a  _gre«t 
change,  because  the  lympathetic  vote  now  given 
to  Labour  would  be  transferred. 

The  honorable  member  foi  Calare  inter- 
jected— 

If.  there  had  been  a  tme  Liberal  Party  there 
would  have  been  no  Labour  Party. 
There  is  no  more  earnest  Labour  member  in 
the  House  than  the  honorable  member  for 
Calare,  and  that  interjection  of  his  states 
the  true  history  of  the  position  both  in  Sute 
and  Federal  politics.  If  the  Liberal  forces 
had  kept  pace  with  the  demands  of  the 
people  \/e  should  never  have  known  a 
Labour  Party  in  this  country. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — Is  there  a  true  Liberal 
Partv  on  the  honorable  member's  side  of 
the  House  at  the  present  time? 

Mr.  WILKS. — I  am  not  to  be  drawn 
into  answering  that  question.  In  the  speech 
from  which  I  have  quoted,  I  went  on  to 
say — 

But  the  people  were  afraid  of  the  Conserva- 
tives, and  were  oaly  too  glad  to  c<Hne  under  the 
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Labour  banner,  which  offered  some  hope  of  pro- 
grcss.  The  only  Liberal  leader  that  I  can  dis- 
cern in  this  House  is  the  late  Prime  Minister.  I 
was  not  returned  to  either  support  or  oppose  that 
honorable  gentleman;  and  all  I  could  do  was  to 
TOte  for  legislation  in  which  I  believed,  whether 
introduced  by  his  or  any  other  party ;  and  I  am 
in  that  position  to-day. 

That  last  sentence  puts  my  position  even 
to-day.  I  still  believe,  from  my  experi- 
ence of  the  honorable  member  for  Bal- 
larat,  that  be  is  the  true  leader  of  the 
democratic  forces  of  this  cotmtry.  He  is 
the  nattirat  leader  of  the  advanced  party  in 
this  House.  What  separated  me  from  liim 
in  the  pa^  was  the  fiscal  issue.  I  was  with 
him  in  ail  questions  of  advanced  legisla- 
tion. If  I  could  fall  in  with  the  methods 
of  the  Labour  Party,  I  should  have  no  hesi- 
tation in  putting  myself  at  the  disposal  of 
the  Labour  leagues.  But  I  oppose  their 
methods  to-day,  because  I  consider  that 
they  exercise  more  tyranny  than  any  party 
that  I  have  a  knowledge  of.  I  do  not 
consult  any  Labour  league  as  to  whether 
I  shall  support  advanced  politics.  I 
have  views  <rf  my  own,  whidi  I  lay  before 
the  elecU»s.  If  they  choose  to  return  me 
to  promote  those  views,  well  and  good. 
But  I  will  not  submit  to  what  the  Labour 
Party  call  discipline.  There  is  no  ma- 
chine politics  in  Australia  that  exercises 
such  tyranny  in  the  name  of  discipline  as 
that  exercised  1^  the  Labour  Party. 

Ur.  Batchelor.  —  We  manage  to  eet 
along  very  wel^, 

Mr.  Hutchison. — It  is  pure  freedom. 
.    Mr.  WILKS.— It  is  a  kind  of  freedom 
that  I  do  not  understand.     I  will  quote  a 
cmcluding  passage  from   the   speech  to 
which  1  have  already  referred — 

I  am  simply  pointing  out  that  the  Labour 
Party  have  succeeded  because  they  have  readily 
conformed  to  the  twentieth  century  idea  of  poli- 
ticSf  and  have  organized  their  forces.  I  wish  to 
see  put  forward  in  this  Parliament  a  programme 
drawn  on  liberal  and  progressive  lines.  Such  a 
programme  will  receive  my  support,  regardless 
of  by  whom  it  may  be  put  forward.  The  late 
Prime  Minister  introduced  some  legislation  for 
which  I  voted,  and  I  find  myself  associated  with 
a  party,  some  of  the  members  of  which  are  not 
prepared  to  vote  for  measures  which  I  should 
favour. 

I  am  still  waiting  for  the  coming  of  that 
leader.  I  am  not  "  buying  a  pig  in  a 
pc^,"  but  am  backing  the  lx>norable  mem- 
ber for  Ballarat  on  his  past  performances. 
If  his  policy  be  in  the  direction  of  radi- 
calism, no  man  will  be  more  pleased  than 
I ;  and  I  shall  not  believe,  imtil  it  is  proved 
to  me,  that  a  man  with  his  record  is  going 


to  surrender  the  Liberal  principles  to  which 
he  has  always  adhered.  There  are  many 
honorable  members  who,  in  the  past,  have 
sat  <»i  the  c^posite  side  to  me  whom  I  am 

pleased  to  see  on  this  side  of  the  Chamber 
now.  I  can  assure  them  that  this  side 
required  a  leaven  of  radicalism.  We 
have  it  now.  It  came  to  us  with  a 
strength  of  eleven  or  tweU'e  votes.  I  do 
not  say  that  there  was  no  liberal  thought 
on  the  Opposition  side  previously.  I  am 
not  so  tmjust  as  to  think  so.  Nor  do  I  say 
that  honorable  members  have  no  right  to 
express  conservative  views.  Their  views  in 
politics  are  the  concern  of  their  electors. 
But*  nevertheless,  I  am  glad  to  see  an 
accession  of  Liberalism  to  this  side,  and 
trust  that,  for  old  association  sake,  the 
honorable  member  will  take  care  that  the 
platform  of  his  Government  is  devised  on 
Liberal  lines.  , 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — He  is  there  for  that 
purpose. 

Mr.  WILKS.— I  hope  that  that  is  so. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — The  .  honorable 
member  should  not  make  any  mistake. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — I  am  not  mistaking  any 
one  for  the  honorable  member  for  Hume. 
He  has  not  been  himself  lately.  I  know 
that  he  is  a  good  man  for  sticking  to  his 
friends.    He  has  done  so  all  his  life. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  am  a  good  man 
for  sticking  to  my  enemies,  too. 

Mr.  WILKS.— I  think  that  there  are 
iKHne  very  strange  people  amongst  his  pre- 
sent friends ;  but  that  is  his  business.  When 
the  honorable  member  looks  at  his  last 
night's  speech  a  week  or  two  hence,  I 
think  he  will  find  that  it  will  read  swne- 
thing  like  this  :  "  There  is  another  swindle 
on,  and  I  am  not  in  it."  That  is  how  it 
.sounded  to  me.  I  hope  that  I  am  not 
doing  the  honorable  member  an  injustice. 

Mr.  WebstSr. — I  think  that  the  honor- 
able member's  description*  is  quite  correct, 
as  far  as  the  swindle  is  concerned. 

Mr.  Chanter. — The  honorable  member 
admits,  then,  that  the  coalition  is  a  swindle? 

Mr.  WILKS.— I  did  not  say  so,  but 
that  is  what  the  hmwable  member  for 
Hume  probably  thinks.  I  have  not  been 
to  the  party  meetings,  but  have  read  what 
has  been  going  on.  As  to  the  new  protec- 
tion proposal,  no  honorable  member  is  more 
sympathetic  towards  it  than  I  am.  I  am 
pleased  to  see  the  right  honorable  member 
for  Swan  putting  on  radical  clothes  at  last. 
I  remember  saying,  last  session,  that  I  did 
not  know  how  he  would  g^  into  them ; 
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but  that  is  his  business.  I  am  also  pleased 
that  the  Opposition  COTner  is  ad(^ing 
liberal  views,  at  the  instance  of  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Ballarat ;  and  the  coun- 
try ought  to  be  grateful  to  him  for  the 
change  that  he  has  brought  about.  This 
morning  it  was  said  that  the  honorable 
member  for  Ballarat  was  the  "  boss 
intriguer."  In  my  judgment,  the  hcmor- 
able  member  for  Parramatta  has  shown 
himself  to  be  deserving  of  that  descripticm. 
He  has  got  the  hwiorable  member  for  Bal- 
larat on  to  this  side.  I  had  thought  that  it 
would  be  impossible  for  any  one  to  do  that. 
I  do  not  doubt  that  we  are  going  to  have 
a  big  struggle  in  the  future.  But  at»  the 
next  elections  the  public  will  not 
fail  to  be  told  what  the  cause  of 
the  trouble  is.  It  amused  me  to  hear 
some  honorable  members  opposite  say 
that  they  did  not  have  a  chance  of 
discussing  the  Governor-Generars  speech. 
As  a  matter  of  fact  the  speech  is  little  more 
than  a  repetition  of  the  platform  of  the 
Labour  leagues.  It  is  creditable  to  the  Brime 
Minister  that  it  should  be  so.  I-ast  sessicm 
I  took  the  opportunity  of  saying  that  it 
was  of  no  use  disrussing  what  the  Prime 
Minister  then  said ;  that  we  should  have  to 
wait  for  the  Governor- General's  speech  to 
know  what  his  policy  was.  But,  as  a  mat- 
ter of  fact,  the  speech  was  already  written 
by  the  Labour  leagues,  and  if  the  Prime 
Minister  was  the  honwable  man  that  I  took 
him  to  be — as  I  know  that  he  is — the  Go- 
vernor-General's speech  was  bound  to  be 
a  formal  statement  of  the  prograxnroe  of 
the  Labour  leagues.  If  the  Prime  Minister 
had  not  made  it  such,  he  might  have  had 
a  nine  mcKiths'  longer  tenure  of  <^Sce,  but 
at  the  expense  of  a  sacrifice  of  principle, 
and  his  own  leagues  would  have  put  him 
out  of  power  at  the  earliest  opportunity. 
That,  in  fact,  is  one  of  .the  objections 
that  I  have  to  the  Labour  Party. 
I  believe  in  the' strong  man  theory,  and  I 
hope  the  honorable  member  for  Ballarat 
will  prove  to  be  the  strong  man  on  this 
occasion.  I  have  no  complaint  to  make 
against  those  who  approve  of  the  drawing 
up  of  a  political  platform  by  political 
leagues,  but  I  hold  the  view  that  nations 
are  advanced  very  often  not  by  the  actiwi 
of  numbers  of  individuals,  but  bv  the  work 
of  strong  men  who  at  different  periods  of 
their  history  appear  upcMi  the  scene  and 
lead  them.  No  one  will  deny  that  ma- 
chine politics  exist  in  Australia  to-day. 
The  Australian  Political  Labour  Party  is 
probably  as  well  (Hrganized  as  any  political 
Mr.  Witht. 


party  in  the  world.  If  an  hooorable 
member  like  myself  is  attacked,  no  <me  on 
the  same  side  thinks  of  ccxning  to  his  as- 
sistance, but  let  a  member  of  tiie  Political 
Labour  Party,  though  the  humblest  in 
their  ranks,  be  attacked,  and  the  whole 
party  at  once  comes  to  his  assistance.  I 
know  that  in  the  constituency  P  have  had 
the  honour  to  represent  for  years,  I  have 
had  to  fight  them  time  after  time,  and  they 
have  often  brought  the  whole  of  their 
forces  into  the  constituency  to  oppose  me. 
Let  it  not  be  forgotten  in  this  ccHinexion 
that  mine  is  a  la^ur  constituency.  It  is 
not  a  pocket  borough,  such  as  I  heard  re- 
ferred to  to-day,  where  the  influence  of  cer- 
tain powerful  vested  interests  are  sufficient 
to  secure  the  return  of  a  candidate.  There 
is  no  stronger  labour  constituencj*  in  the 
Ccmmonwealth  than  that  which  I  represent, 
and  I  have  had  to  fight  all  the  forces  of 
the  Labour  Party  to  secure  my  elecrion. 
Honorable  members  opposite  will  not 
deny  that  the  easy  course  for  me  would 
have  been  to  join  their  ranks  yeara  ago. 
I  have  not  done  so,  and  there  must  be  some 
reason  for  my  refusal  to  do  so.  In  poli- 
tical principle  we  are  not  so  far  removed, 
but  my  reason  for  not  joining  them  is  that 
the  members  of  the  Political  Labour  Partv 
have  not,  in  my  opinion,  the  personal  free- 
dom which  they  ought  to  have.  I  can- 
not, of  course,  disclose  confidences  given 
to  me,  and  I  shall  not  attonpt  to  do  so, 
but  I  do  make  this  speculation,  that  in  the 
ranks  of  the  Political  Labour  Party  to-day 
there  are  many  members  who  would  like 
to  have  the  freedom  I  haw. 

Mr.  Fisher. — Then  they  ought  to 
out  of  it. 

Mr.  WILKS.— Then  I  hope  they  will 
come  out  of  it. 

Mr.  Fisher. — I  hope  they  will,  too. 

Mr.  WILKS.— The  honorable  member 

for  Perth  is  coming  out. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Yes,  and  hear  the 
names  they  will  call  him  when  he  does. 

Mr.  Hutchison, — What  is  the  honor- 
able member  for  Perth  prevented  from 
doing  as  a  member  of  the  party  ? 

Mr.  WILKS,— Such  make-belief  is  of 
no  use  in  this  Chamber.  Let  any  h(»i- 
orable  member  opposite  leave  the  ranks  of 
the  Political  Labour  Party  to-morrow,  and 
we  know  that  his  position  on  every  public 
platform  would  be  made  a  hellish  one. 

Mr.  Thomas. — What  would  happen  to 
a  member  who  left  the  "  tu^b©)Sd«y  "  ? 

Mr.  WILKS— Well,  take  my9wn  ca?e. 
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Mr.  Thomas. — The  honoable  member 
does  not  belong  to  them. 

Mr.  WILKS. — I  am  giving  an  illus- 
tration of  personal  political  freedom.  I 
have  been  associated  for  years  with  hon- 
orable members  induded  in  the  party  on 
this  ride,  and  I  have  never  known  any  one 
at  meetings  of  those  members  to  have  his 
■opinions  fettered  in  the  way  I  am  refer- 
ring to.  If  any  man  wished  for  greater 
libCTty  than  I  have  been  given  amongst 
honorable  memliers  on  this  side,  he  would 
be  a  political  anarchist. 

Mr.  Hall. — Then  why  did  the  honor- 
able member  leave  them? 

Mr.  WILKS.— I  say  openly  that  I  left 
them  because  they  were  rather  too  conser- 
vative politically  for  me,  but  they  now 
have  a  radical  and  liberal  leader,  and, 
perhaps,  have  seen  the  error  of  their  ways. 
Throughout  this  debate  my  name  has  been 
associated  with  a  certain  outside  organi- 
lation.  My  association  with  it  has  been 
referred  to  sometimes  in  a  bantering  way, 
sometimes  in  terms  of  ridicule ;  at  other 
times  ttith  severity,  or  in  a  sneering  way. 
But  I  have  stood  that  kind  of  thing  be- 
fott,  and  am  prepared  to  do  so  again.  I 
ttave  ttood  it  in  this  Chamber  and  on  public 
platforms  in  Australia.  It  may  be  said 
that  on  this  question  I  am  wrong,  or  that  I 
have  a  *'rat,*'  but  if  I  have,  it  is  my  own 
rat. 

Sir  WiLUAH  Lyme. — I  hope  that  it  is 
not  a  plague  rat. 

Mr.  WILKS.— If  it  were  it  would  prob- 
ably be  in  the  honorable  gentleman's 
pocket.  It  has  been  said  that  the  fusion 
has  beetf  brought  about  by  the  outside  party 
referred  to.  I  must  admit  that,  at  the  pre- 
sent time,  the  platform  proposed  is  very 
much  like  that  of  the  outside  party, 
and  I  am  waiting  to  see  whether,  in  about  a 
fortnight's  time,  it  will  not  be  more  like  it. 
The  members  of  the  outside  party  to 
which  I  refer  have  realized  that  the  politi- 
cal Labour  forces  of  Australia  have  no 
right  to  the  title  of  "Labour."  They 
annexed  it  The  source  of  the  most  power- 
ful influence  in  the  political  Labour  Party 
to-day  is  to  be  found  in  th«r  title.  The 
most  magical  v,  ord  that  can  be  used  on  any 
platform  in  Australia  is  the  word 
"Labour."  The  whole  stock-in-trade  of 
honorable  members  opposite  is  comprised  in 
their  title  of  the  *'  Political  Labour  Party." 
I  may  be  wrong,  but  I  am  beginning  to 
think  that,  as  a.  partv,  they  are  more  politi- 
<^1  than  labour  to-day.     They  are  in  the 


habit  of  indulging  in  perscmalities,  in  re- 
ference to  the  wealth  and  position  of  in- 
dividuals opposed  to  them,  but  I  am  sure 
that  there  are  many  Labour  supporters  in 
the  country  who  would  be  very  glad  to  be 
as  well  off  as  are  some  of  the  members  of 
the  Political  Labour  Party.  When  they 
claim  to  be  Samaritans  and  supporters  of 
down-trodden  humanity,  I  should  like  to 
see  them  practice  a  little  of  the  doctrine 
they  preach.  If  there  is  any  poverty  at  all 
I  seem  to  have  my  fair  share  of  it,  but  I 
do  not  travel  on  that,  and  do  not  desire 
to  do  so.  When  honorable  members  opposite 
denounce  honorable  members  on  this  side 
as  the  "  fat  men  "  of  the  community  who 
stand  behind  the  vested  interests  of  the 
country,  I  put  my  own  case,  and  I  say  that 
I  do  not  stand  behind  the  vested  interests 
of  the  country. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — No,  they  are  behind 
the  h<xiorable  member. 

Mr.  WILKS.— They  are  not  behind  me. 
When  I  hear  honorable  members  opposite 
charging  honorable  members  on  this  side 
with  being  well  off,  and  trjing  to  make  the 
public  believe  that  they  are  mere  supporters 
of  wealth,  I  cannot  forget  that  there  'are 
some  of  themselves  who  could  buy  up  the 
worldly  possessions  of  those  whom  thev  de- 
nounce. These  personalities  are  most  dis- 
tasteful, but  I  know  there  will  be  a  very 
keen  fight  at  the  n«rt  election,  and  that 
the  Political  Labour  Party  will  not  be  too 
scrupulous  as  to  the  means  they  will  em- 
ploy against  those  to  whom  they  are  op- 
posed. The  outside  organization  to  which 
some  honorable  members  opposite  have  re- 
ferred in  tones  of  disgust,  is  the  Orange 
Party  of  Australia.  Let  me  say  openly  that 
I  am  a  member  of  it,  and  I  believe  I  took 
a  fairly  active  part  in  the  drafting  of  the 
platform  of  that  party.  They  have  come 
forward  with  a  political  platform,  and  are 
as  keen  in  political  warfare  to-day  as  are 
the  Labour  leagues  of  Australia.  Candi- 
dates who  look  for  their  support  will  get 
it  only  upon  their  platform. 

Mr.  Hall. — They  al^'ays  vote  in  big 
squadrons. 

Mr.  WILKS.— They  do  nothing  of  the 
sort.  The  honorable  member  received  their 
support  at  the  last  election.  He  cannot 
deny  that. 

Mr.  Hall. — I  do  deny  it. 

Mr.  WILKS.— Am  I  tpTittdMStind  that 
the  honorable  mcSifb^fd  abH<Si»Pgi^  their 
support  at  the  next  election? 
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Mr.  Tudor.— They  did  their  best  to 
down  me. 

Mr.  WILKS.— The  best  friend  the  hon- 
orable member  had  was  Mr.  Vale.  These 
are  matters  which  should  be  stripped  of  all 
disguise,  and  the  party  to  which  I  refer 
make  no  pretence,  but  come  forward  boldly 
as  a  political  party.     They  have  a  per- 
Icct  right  to  form  themselves  into  a  poli- 
tical lx)dy,  and  to  adopt  the  machinery 
that  is  best  calculated  to  serve  their  own 
interests.  The  Labour  Party  say,  "  Those 
who  are  not  with  us  are  against  us.  Those 
who  will  not  ocme  with  us  we  will  put  to 
the  sword."     The  rank  and  file  of  the 
organization  to  which  I  bel(»ig — even  if 
they  a  re  ill  -  advised — are  at  least  honest 
in  their  desire  to  give  effect  to  their  own 
platform.     They  have  as  much  right  to 
organize  as  has  the  Labour  Party.     I  re- 
cognise that  at  the  next  election  there  will 
be  a  struggle  for  supremacy,  and  I  hope 
we  shall  win.     An  attack  has  been  made 
cm  the  honorable  member  for  Maribyrnong, 
because  he  belonged  to  the  Orange  order. 
In  my  judgment,  the  time  has  gone  by 
when  an  apology  for  belonging  to  it  was 
necessary.     There  are  men  in  ihC'  Labour 
Party  itself  who  cmly  a  few  years  ago 
were  themselves  members  of  it.    Yet  the 
honorable  member  for  Dalley  is  frequently 
used  as  a  chopping -block  because  of  his 
association  with  that   order.  Honorable 
members  opfxjsite  say,  "  Poor  devil,  he  is 
to  be  pitied."     Now  I  neither  ask  for  nor 
fL-quire  the  pity  of  honorable  members. 
I  repeat  that  there  are  members  of  the 
Labour  Party  to-day  who  only  a  few  years 
at;n  were  members  of  the  organization  to 
which  I  belong.     I  say  further  that  the 
Labour  Party  owes  its  origin  to  that  very 
institution.     I  am  sorry  that  the  demo- 
cratic forces  of  that  instituticm  ever  al- 
lowed them  to  get  away  from  it.  With 
most  of  the  views  of  the  Labour  Party 
I  am  in  agreement,  but  I  differ'  from  its 
members  upon  the  question  of   the  ma- 
chinery which  it  «nploys.     If  they  are 
honest  in  their  views  they  must   in  the 
future  fight  for  true  Socialism.    They  must 
publicly  avow  themselves  as  Socialists. 

Mr.  Thouas.— Who  c^jects  to  doing 
that? 

Mr.  WILKS. — Many  honorable  mem- 
bers who  are  sitting  on  the  Ministerial 
benches  do  not  advocate  Socialism  when 
they  are  bef(X'e  the  electors.  They  call 
themselves  the  "advanced  forces  of 
labour,  and  so  on. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — What  is  true  Socialism  ? 


Mr.  WILKS.— It  is  remarkable  how 
senntive  sonae  honorable  members  are  to 
any  observations  made  by  members  of  the 
Orange  institution.  They  at  once  flatly 
deny  the  truth  of  those  observations.  But 
no  contradiction  is  heard  of  statements 
made  by  the  other  side.  The  members 
of  the  Labour  Party  say,  "  We  do  not 
want  sectarianism  in  politics."  Vet  they 
know  perfectly  well  that  I  have  never 
advocated  the  introduction  of  sectarianism 
into  our  political  life.  A  man's  religion 
is  his  own  concern  between  himself  and 
the  Creator.  But  the  Orange  instituticm 
is  a  political  one.  Its  members  believe 
that  the  Labour  leagues  are  working  for 
the  dismembermoit  of  the  Empire,  and 
that  under  the  guise  of  Australian  na- 
tionalism they  intend  to  attack  the  in- 
tegrity of  the  Empire.  Consequently  'they 
have  combined  in  the  open  light  of  day,  as 
they  have  a  perfect  right  to  do.  Let  any 
member  of  the  Labour  Party  announce  his 
candidature  for  a  seat  in  Parliament  in 
opposition  to  the  candidate  selected  by 
the  Labour  leagues,  and  see  what  the  result 
will  be. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts, — Do  not  the  Orange 
lodges  do  the  same  thing? 

Mr.  WILKS.— The  Attorney-General 
endeavoured  to  make  it  appear  tbat  every 
honorable  member  sitting  on  these  benches 
ought  to  wear  a  rosette.  I  wish  that  they 
did.  If  their  political  prt^ramme  is  an 
advanced  one,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the 
Orange  institution  will  support  them.  To 
say  that  a  man  was  drummed  out  of  that 
institution  because  he  voted  for  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Corio  is  not  true. 
The  honorable  member  for  Codk  knows 
that.  Prior  to  the  last  election  he  was 
accorded  the  assistance  of  the  Orange 
lodge. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts. — I  deny  it. 

Mr.  WILKS. — Does  the  honorable  mem- 
ber deny  that  he  went  to  the  lodges  and 
asked  for  their  support? 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts.— Yes. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Three  or  four  times 
whilst  the  honorable  member  for  Dalley 
has  been  speaking  he  has  turned  his  back 
to  me  to  address  honorable  monbers  opj)o- 
site.  Upon  each  occasion  I  have  called  his 
attention  to  the  fact  that  he  must  address 
the  Chair.  He  must  realize  the  great  risk 
of  provoking  disorder  which  attachies  to  any 
honorable  member  in  possession  of  the 
Chair  addressing  h<HK>rable  members  per- 

sonally.    I  hope^^^J^  ©tV©^^ 
rule  agam.  o 
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Mr.  WILKS. — I  can  only  plead  as  an 
excuse  for  my  transgression  that  I  was 
watching  sooie  rather  slippery  customers,  and 
therefore  had  to  keep  my  eye  upon  them, 
I  am  astonished  at  the  denial  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  Cook,  but.  nevertheless, 
I  must  ucept  it.  The  Orange  institution 
has  no  quarrel  with  the  Labour  Party  what- 
ever. But  when  the  AttOTney-General 
spdce  in  the  way  that  he  did,  he  could  not 
have  acted  in  a  manner  more  calculated 
to  excite  the  resentment  of  that  institution. 
He  taunted  it,  and  practically  challenged 
its  opposition.  I  repeat  that  the  Orange 
Party  has  nothing  whatever  against  the 
Labour  Party.  There  is  nothing  to  pre- 
vent a  member  of  that  party  from  receivinK 
its  suppcwt 

Mr.  Tudor. — It  has  opposed  the  election 
of  every  member  of  the  Labour  Party. 

Mr.  WILKS.— Only  of  recent  years. 
However,  I  should  not  have  referred  to 
this  matter  had  it  not  been  for  the  attack 
made  by  the  Attorney -General.  So  far  as 
the  fusion  of  the  political  parties  in  this 
Parliament  is  concerned,  I  merely  wish  to 
say  that  in  my  opiniwi  the  two  ablest  men 
in  it — I  refer  to  the  right  honorable  member 
for  East  Sydney  and  the  bcMiorable  member 
for  Ballarat — have  been  kept  apart  for  too 
many  years. 

Mr.  Roberts. — ^They  are  not  joined  now. 
The  right  iKmorable  member  for  East  Syd- 
ney has  absolutely  a  free  hand  upon  the 
Tariff.  That  has  been  granted  to  him  by 
the  honorable  member  for  Ballarat. 

Mr.  WILKS.— I  do  not  know  whether 
(he  right  h<xiorable  member  has  an  abso- 
lutely free  hand  in  respect  to  the  Tariif  or 
not,  but  I  do  know  that  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Dalley  has  a  perfectly  free  hand. 
Tbe  Labour  Party  in  the  past  have  been 
successful  chiefly  because  there  has  been 
no  other  party  in  politics  which  approxi- 
mated to  it  from  a  progressive  stand-point. 
In  some  States  they  have  been  Radicals  and 
in  other  States  they  have  been  Conserva- 
tives. At  the  next  electicHi  they  will  have 
to  meet  a  federalized  party,  and  the  issue 
will  be  made  very  clear  indeed.  I  regret 
that  these  two  able  men  in  public  affairs 
have  been  separated  by  fiscalism. 

Mr.  Page. — The  honorable  member  does 
not  object  to  people  doing  as  they  like  ? 

Mr.  WILKS. — No;  no  one  should  object 
to  a  fair  go.  As  I  said  in  my  opoiing  re- 
marks. I  would  just  as  soon  have  the 
general  election  held  a  fortnight  hence  as 
nine  months  hertce.  Let  us  get  the  agcny 
[8] 


over.  The  labour  people  in  my  electorate 
say  that  I  am  dead.  If  I  am  dead  I  want 
to  show  them  that  I  am  a  lively  corpse. 
There  is  no  questicm  that  at  the  general 
election  we  shall  have  a  good  figfit.  On  his 
past  professions  and  acticms  I  can  accept 
the  honorable  member  for  Ballarat  as  a 
liberal  leader.  If  he  does  not  bring  in  a 
liberal  programme  my  course  will  be  very 
clear.     I  can  vote  against  him. 

Mr.  Page.— Has  he  aduiowledged  the 
honorable  member's  programme? 

Mr.  WILKS. — I  have  never  asked  the 
honorable  gentleman,  but  it  looks  as  if  he 
has  taken  it  over,  and  if  be  has  I  ought  to 
be  satisfied. 

Mr.  Mathews.  —  Does  the  honorable 
member  think  that  honorable  members  in 
the  Opposition  corner  will  follow  a  liberal 
programme? 

Mr.  WILKS— They  will  follow  th« 
honorable  member  for  Ballarat,  and  if  he 
brings  down  a  liberal  programme  they  will 
support  him.  In  their  own  interests  some 
years  ago,  the  Labour  Partv  sank  fiscalism. 
in  their  ranks  are  extreme  protectionists 
and  extreme  free-traders,  but  they  are  now 
growling  because  the  party  on  this  side  has 
followed  their  example.  At  tbe  last  elec- 
tion I  told  mv  constituents  that  I  was  ab- 
solutely full  of  the  struggle  about  fiscalism, 
and  that  when  it  came  to  a  questicm  of  30 
or  per  cent.^  it  was  of  no  interest  to 
the  workers,  and  I  advocated  the  idea  of 
new  nrotection.  Mv  only  opposition  to  old 
protection  was  that  it  took  money  from  the 
many  for  the  benefit  of  the  few.  If,  how- 
ever, means  can  be  devised  for  insuring 
the  benefits  of  protection  to  the  worker  and 
consumer,  as  well  as  to  the  manufacturer, 
it  will  have  my  support.  Australia  to-dav 
is  protectionist.  A  free-trader  who  will 
come  down  to  a  duty  of  25  per  cent,  is  not 
a  man  worth  wasting  breath  over.  What  I 
fought  for  in  my  younger  days  was  to  re- 
move taxation  frcwn  the  necessaries  of  life, 
and  to  put  the  burden  upon  the  shoulders  of 
the  wealthy.  But  I  found  that  there  was 
no  chance  of  attaining  that  object.  I  am 
now  an  advocate  of  new  protection,  for  I 
desire  to  see  the  benefits  conferred  by  the 
Tariff  shared  bv  workers  and  consumers  as 
well  as  by  manufacturers.  Right  through 
the  struggle  over  the  Tariff  I  voted  for  the 
lowest  duties  on  the  necessaries  of  life ; 
but,  as  regarids  other  articles,  I  stated 
openly  here  that  I  was  in  the  scramble. 
It  was  not  then  a  question  of  principle,  but 
a  mere  scramble  for  duties"  in  faifour  of 
certain  industries.       The  OTily  <&ang  I 
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am  certain  of  is  that  I  did  not 
fast  enough  potection  for  my  own 
electorate.  It  is  all  very  well  for  some 
honorable  members  to  pretend  that  they  are 
actuated  by  high  principles,  but  when  I 
found  men  voting  free-trade  for  other 
States  and  protection  for  their  own  States 
I  tknight  it  was  time  for  me  to  walce  up 
and  vote  for  what  I  could  fi^.  Four  years 
ago  I  saw  this  situation  OMning.  I  believe 
that,  in  Victoria  and  New  South  Wales, 
there  will  be  no  two  members  more  bitterly 
attacked  than  will  be  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Maribyrnong  and  myself.  I  wel- 
come the  attack,  and  my  honorable  friend 
does  not  seem  to  be  very  sorry  about  .the 
matter. 

Mr.  Mauger. — I  am  not  much  hurt. 
Mr.  WILKS. — I  do  not  wish  to  detain 
the  House  any  longer,  sir;  but  as  hcHH>r- 
able  members  on  this  side  did  not  seem  to 
want  to  attract  your  eye,  and  I  had  heard 
many  speakers  from  the  other  side,  I 
thou£^t  it  was  only  fair  that  I  should  rise 
to  express  my  views,  especially  as  my  name 
had  been  imported  into  the  discussion. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  the  execution  of  the 
Labour  Government  is  coming  off,  and  it 
might  just  as  well  ccHne  off  now  as  a  fort- 
night hence,  for  the  Labour  Party  have 
had  every  opportunity  by  platform  and 
public  utterance  to  defend  their  position. 
I  vote  for  the  party  on  this  side,  not  blind- 
fold, but  in  the  blind  as  regards  their 
policy.  I  do  not  know  what  it  is,  but  I 
hope  that  it  is  on  radical  lines.  If,  bow- 
ever,  they  allow  themselves  to  be  governed 
by  Conservatives,  they  must  not  expect  my 
support  any  longer. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume)  [3.42]. 
— I  do  not  intend  to  delay  the  House 
many  moments.    I  wish  briefly  to  refer  to 
a  remark  which  was  made  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Ballarat.     He  said  that  he 
had  listened  to  what  I  had  to  say  last 
night,  but  that  he  could  not  find  anything 
which  would  give  a  reason  for  my  strong 
attitude  against  him,  and  the  course  which 
he  has  taken.   I  want  to  make  the  position 
very  clear.    I  had  been,  at  least  I  sup- 
posed I  was,  in  the  confidence  and  the  con- 
fidant of  the  honorable  member  for  some 
years.    Up  to  within,  I  think,  about  ten 
"days— at  any  rate  up  to  the  day  before  he 
approved   of   the   right   honorable  mem- 
l>er  for  Swan  and   Senator   Sir  Robert 
Best   going   to   Sydney  —  I    was  with 
him.     I    never    got    the   slightest  hint 
that   there    were   negotiations   going  on 


behind  me.   I  accepted  what  the  hcxiorable 
member  for  Ballarat  said  to  me  in  the  same 
good  faith  and  confidence  as  I  had  been 
in  the  habit  of"  receiving  his  statements  for 
some  years.  As  I  have  stated,  I  was  with  the 
honorable  member  up  to  that  event,  and 
I  thought  that  I  was  in  his  confidence.  He 
told  me  that   nothing   would  be  done 
by    him    without    first    oxisulting  me. 
That   took   place   within   an   hour  and 
a    half    of    his    announcement    to  the 
press     that     he     was     not      going  to 
take   office   in    a  Ministry,  and  also  the 
statement  that  was  made  the  same  evening 
that  the  right  honorable  member  for  Swan 
and  Senator  Sir  Robert  Best  were  going  to 
Sydney  to  negotiate  as  to  the  formation 
of    a    Ministry.      I     was    asked  by 
swne  of  my  friends   to  see   the  honor- 
able memb^  for  Ballarat  next  day.  I 
went  into  his  rotxn,  and  told  him  that  I 
had  come  to  ask  one  question,  and  that 
was  whether  the  right  honorable  member  for 
Swan  had  gone  to  Sydney  with  his  concur- 
rence, and  whether  he  himself  had  pledged 
his  party,  as  far  as  he  could,  to  supp<xt  a 
Ministry  which  that  right  honorable  gentle- 
man might  form.    He  told  me  that  he  had 
done  so.    It  was  done  behind  my  back, 
sir,  and  I  told  him  what  I  thought  of  him, 
and  what  I  will  always  think  of  him.  That 
is  a  pretty  plain  reason  why  I  feel  so  hurt 
at  the  manner  in  which  I  have  been  treated. 
Although  I  gave  mv  full  heart  and  my  full 
brain  to  the  honorable  member,  I  found, 
within  a  few  hours,  that  he  had  been  wwk- 
ing  behind  me  in  a  way  which  I  have  not 
language  to  describe.     This  makes  it  im- 
possible for  me,  seeing;  the  close  relations 
which  existed  betwem  us,  to  ever  believe 
in  him  again.    I  might  reasonaWy  have 
anticipated  that   he   would   have  placed 
confidence  in  me ;  but  when  I  CMnplained, 
he  said,  "I  could   not  tell  you  about  it. 
because  it  was  Sir  John  Forrest's  secret." 
I  exclaimed,  "I  am  supposed  to  be  in  your 
confidence,  and  you  have  held  back  what 
you  call  Sir  John   Forrest's  secret,"  to 
which  his  reply  was,  "I  could  not  give 
awav  Sir  John  Forrest's  secret."    I  think 
it  will  be  admitted  that,  throughout  my 
career     in    both    State    and  Federal 
politics,  I  have  shown   myself  to  be  a 
strong  protectionist.    I  have  fought  harder 
for  protection  than  perhaps  any  one  elst* 
has  done.      If  I  may  be  allowed  to  say 
so,  I  injured  my  health  in  the  long  Tariff 
struggle.    But  in  connejcjoo  with  the  fusion 
—which  will  beJO^medepMnfitlSgiC  porties 


Adjoumvient.  [28  May,  1909.] 


Adfoumment.  203 


opposite  there  is  no  statement  as  to  what 
action  will  be  taken  to  preserve  the  Tariff. 
1  am  not  satisfied,  and  never  will  be,  Avith 
the  Tariff  as  it  is,  because  its  eJfectiveness 
was  destroyed,  or,  at  least,  seriously  in- 
jured by  the  efforts  of  the  Corner  Party. 
There  are  many  anomalies  in  it  which  I 
shall  ask  whatever  party  may  be  in  power 
to  rectify,  and  a  number  of  duties  which 
should  and  must  be  imposed  in  the  interests 
of  Australian  industries.  Tariff  questions 
will  not  be  allowed  to  rest.  It  is  all  very 
well  for  the  honorable  member  for  Dalley 
to  say  that  it  does  not  matter  whether  the 
duties  that  are  imposed  amount  to  20,  25, 
or  35  per  cent. ;  it  matters  a,  great  deal 
to  the  people  of  this  country.  I  rose  to 
clearly  explain  why  my  heart  has  been 
taken  out  of  me,  and  my  belief  in  human 
nature  destroyed,  by  the  action  of  the 
hofXMrable  member  for  Ballarat.  In  yester- 
day's Melbourne  fferald  I  read  a  state- 
ment made  by  a  prospective  colleague  of 
his,  (Mr,  at  any  rate,  by  one  who  will  j^et 
something  from  him — ihe  rifjht  honorable 
member  for  East  Sydney — which  astounded 
me,  and  which  I  wish  to  have  recorded  in 
Hansard.    It  is  as  follows — 

The  comments  of  the  Herald  on  the  terms  of 
the  fusion  show  that  there  has  been  a  misconcep- 
turn  u  to  the  clause  relating  to  the  Tariff,  said 
Mr.  G.  H.  Reid  to-day. 

"The  clause  refeiied  to,  as  published  this 
BLorning  in  the  Age,"  cootinued  Mr.  Reid,  "  is 
no  iotcTference  with  Ihe  protectionist  policy  of 
the  present  Customs  Tariff,  unless  to  rectify 
aoomalies.  Before  the  fusion,  the  free-traders  in 
the  direct  Opposition  requested  Mr.  Joseph  Cook 
to  make  our  position  under  the  clause  perfectly 
clear  to  Mr.  Deakin.  We  pointed  out  that  if 
an  alteration  in  the  Tariff  was  proposed  which 
raised  the  fiscal  issue  as  between  free-traders 
and  protectionists,  that  we  free-traders  held  our- 
selves fwrfectiy  free  to  vote  according  to  our 
convictions.  To  make  assurance  doubly  sure, 
when  the  united  party  met,  I  then  defined  our 
position  again  before  the  whole  of  the  members 
of  the  new  party.  I  pointed  out  to  them  that  il 
would  be  most  undesirable  to  leave  any  room 
for  future  recriminations  as  to  the  observance 
or  non-observance  of  the  basis  of  fusion.  I  told 
them  that  it  must  be  understood  distinctly  that 
in  becoming  members  of  the  new  party  we'have 
agreed  to  a  fiscal  truce,  and  if  the  Tariff  ques- 
tion is  rc^opened  to  rectify  any  alleged  anoma- 
lies, we  have  reserved  our  right  to  vote  in  ac- 
cordance with  our  own  convictions  and  those  of 
our  constituents." 

What  does  that  mean,  but  that  there  is 
to  be  an  absolute  gi\'ing  away  of  the  pro- 
tectionist position,  and  the  hauling  down 
of  the  protectionist  flag?  It  is  asserted 
not  only  that  no  fiscal  question  is  to  be 
raised  which  may  bring  free-traders  and 
protectionists  into  conflict,  but  that  eren 


when  the  rectification  of  anomalies  is  pro- 
posed, the  free-traders  will  assert  their 
right  to  fight  against,  and,  if  necessar)-, 
prevent  it.  The  paragraph  finishes  with 
this  sentence — 

The  fiscal  tnice  is  not  to  last  only  during  the 
present  Parliament,  but  during  the  next  one. 
Did  any  one  ever  hear  of  such  an  arrajige- 
ment  being  made  for  a  Parliament  not  yet 
elected? 

Mr.  Kelly.— The  Labour  Party  has 
made  a  similar  arrangement. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  am  not  speak- 
ing on  behalf  of  the  Labour  Party ;  I  am 
showii^  how  brutally  I  and  my  opinitxis 
have  been  sold  in  connexion  with  what  has 
taken  place. 

Mr.  RoBEHTS.— The  stateipent  ^rfiich  the 
h<xiorabIe  member  has  read  shows  that  the 
honorable  member  for  Ballarat  has  de- 
libo-atelv  sold  the  protectionist  cause. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  cannot  think 
anything  else.  I  shall  not  detain  the 
House  longer,  and  should  not  have  risen 
at  all  had  it  not  been  that  my  old  lader 
stated  last  night  that  he  could  not  find  a 
reason  in  anything  I  said  for  the  stroig 
feeling  which  I  have  shown  in  regard  to 
his  acticms. 

Mr.    DEAKIN    (Ballarat)  [3.53].— I 
shall  not  detain  honcn-able  roembo?  more 
than  a  few  moments.    But  in  justice  to 
mv  late  colleague  and  myself,  one  or  two 
simple  facts  must  be  added  to  his  state- 
ment.     What  he  said  about  calling  on 
me  on  the  afternoon  when  the  right  hon- 
orable member  for  Swan  left  for  New 
South  Wales  is  perfectly  true,  and  so  is 
his  statement  that  I  did  not  inform  him 
of  the  departure.    It  was  particularly  de- 
sired b\-  the  right  honorable  member  for 
Swan  that  he  should  arrive  in  Svdnev  and 
have  an  opportunity  to  see  the  then  Iead«- 
of  the  Opposition  before  the  fact  that  he 
had  left  for  the  purpose  was  announced 
in  ^^elboume.    He  requested  me  not  to 
menti<»i  the  circumstances  to  anv  one,  ami 
I  agreed  not  to  do  so.    On  the  follovvitif^ 
day,  I  should  have  informed  the  honorable 
member  for  Hume  of  the  fact  that  the 
right  honorable  member    for    Swan  had 
gone  to  Sydney,  and  of  all  the  circum- 
stances  connected   with   his   visit  there. 
The  honorable  member  is  again  correct 
when  he  says  that  he  protested  very  stronglv 
— vehemently — against   the  proposal  that 
there  should  be  a  coalition  Government  of 
this  character.     But  wheipthe^boh^rable 
member  left  me,  se'9fSr^^Ji  VS^SbWl, 
he  appeared  to  be  ctrntent  with  my  own 
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position,  unoe  I  did  not  propose  to  become 
a  member  of  the  Ministry. 

Sir  WiixiAM  Lyne. — The  honorable 
member  is  quite  mistaken  in  his  recoUec- 
tiwi. 

Sir  John  Forsesx. — I  desire  to  make  a 
pers(»ial  explanation,  and,  in  doing  so,  I 
should  be  sorry  to  take  up  more  than  two 
minutes  of  the  time  of  the  House.  Last 
night  the  honorable  member  for  Hume  said 
that  he  had  heard  me  give  orders  that  all 
Eopies  of  a  Banking  Bill  I  had  prepared 
were  to  be  burnt  when  I  left  the  Treasury. 
Sir  William  Lyne. — That  is  quite  true. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  honorable 
member  went  on  to  say  that  he  took  care 
that  the  copies  were  not  burnt.  He  also 
said  I  had  kept  back  fr<xn  my  colleafjues 
the  fact  that  a  Bill  was  being  prepared, 
and  that  he  only  heard  of  the  existence  of 
the  Bill  from  the  authorities  of  the  Bank 
of  England  when  he  was  in  London.  I 
desire  to  say  that  a  Banking  Bill  had  been 
considered  by  my  predecessor,  Sir  George 
Turner,  and  also  by  myself,  when  I  was 
Treasurer ;  that  a  Bill  was  drafted  by  the 
Treasury  officials  under  my  direction ;  that 
I  amsulted  the  Bank  of  England  in  London 
and  other  bankers  here ;  that  the  Bill  was 
not  settled  for  submission  to  the  Cabi- 
net when  I  left  office;  that  the  Bill 
so  far  as  I  had  got  with  it,  all 
the  papers  connected  with  it,  and  also 
Sir  George  Turner's  notes,  were  all 
left  in  the  Treasury  when  I  left 
office;  that  I  never  gave  anv  instructions 
to  any  officer  to  burn  them,  or  any  other 
public  document,  in  mv  life. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — Oh  ! 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Further,  I  say  that 
I  have  consulted  Mr.  Allen,  the  Secretary 
to  tlie  Treasury,  and  he  says  that  Sir  Wil- 
liam Lyne  must  be  under  some  great  mis- 
apprehension, as  I  never  gave  any  such 
instructiOT  or  made  any  such  suggestion. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — I  did  not  sav  it  was 
Mr.  Allen. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Mr.  Allen  goes  on 
to  sav  that  the  Bill  and  all  the  papers,  as  I 
left  tliem.  are  still  in  the  Treasury. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — That  is  not  cor- 
rect. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN  fCalare)  [3.58]. 
— When  the  debate  has  reached  a  stage  j^t 
which  personal  explanations  and  recrimi- 
nations are  called  forth,  it  is  about  time 
that  it  was  ended ;  and  I  do  not  propose  to 
contribute  very  much  to  its  length.  Durinj; 
the  earlier  part  of  the  discussion  I  heard 


from  my  side  of  the  House  some  attempts 
at  congratulating  honwable  members  oppo- 
site, though  it  is  true  there  was  a  certain 
strain  of  irony  about  the  congratulations. 
HoweA-er  that  may  be,  I  do  not  propose  *o 
follow  the  example  then  set,  because  irota 
the  attitude  which  honorable  members 
opposite  adopt,  and  more  particularly  from 
the  looks  they  present,  I  should  say  they 
have  hardly  settled  down  to  the  new  order 
of  affairs,  or  reached  the  stage  at  which 
congratulaticxis  are  acceptable.  But  I  feel 
(Ksposed  to  offer  a  word  of  congratulation 
to  the  honorable  member  who  is  about  to 
quit  the  position  of  Prime  Minister — ^the 
leader  of  the  party  with  which  I  have 
been  associated  ever  since  I  entered  into 
Commonwealth  politics.  The  people  oov 
learn  that  within  the  ranks  of  labour  are 
to  lie  found  gentlemen  as  capable  of  dis- 
charging the  highest  functicms  of  adminis- 
tration as  anv  who  could  be  found  outside 
the  party,  and  that  the  destinies  of  the  Com- 
monwealth are  ju-st  as  ."iafe  in  their  hands  as 
they  could  possibly  be  in  the  hands  of 
others. 

Mr.  Chanter,— And  so  is  the  marriage 

tie. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— Quite  so; 
the  marriage  tie  is  just  as  safe  in  the 
hands  of  the  present  Government  as  it 
could  possibly  be  in  the  hands  of  their 
critics,  who  have  endeavoured  to  m<ilK  use 
of  this  cry  about  the  marriage  tie  as  a 
means  of  besmirching  and  defaming  men 
who  are  very  much  better  than  themselves 
in  this  respect.  I  am  glad  that  an 
opportunity  has  been  given  to  the  honor- 
able member  for  Wide  Bay,  and  those 
associated  with  him,  to  disclose  what  they 
are  able  to  do  as  administrators ;  and 
every  unbiased  man  will  admit  that  they 
have  done  much  to  place  the  public  de- 
partments on  a  more  stable  footing 
than  that  on  which  they  found  them. 
Their  critics,  if  they  are  prepared  to  give 
credit  where  credit  is  due,  must  accord 
that  meed  of  praise  to  them.  I  do  not 
wish  to  lay  any  special  blame  on  the  late 
Postmaster- General,  bat  the  Post  and 
Telegraph  Department  had  drifted  into  a 
condition  that  was  making  it  a  by-wwd 
amongst  the  people :  and  the  present  Post- 
master-General has  had  to  adopt  some  very 
unpopular  methods  to  bring  about  a  better 
state  of  affairs.  He  has  not  been  afrai<I 
to  do  so ;  and  I  hope  that  those  who 
succeed  him  will  carry  on  the  good  work 
he  has  initiated,  and,  in  a  short  time«  it- 
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move  any  cause  there  may  be  for  the  •com- 
plaints and  abuse  which  have  be«i  hurled 
at  the  Department.      Similar  observations 
may  be  made  as  to  the  Defence  Depart- 
ment.    We  have  had  no  proper  scheme  of 
defence,  and  though  we  have  been  talking 
about  a  citizen  soldiery,  the   forces  have 
ne^'er  been  placed  c«i  a  practical  or  satis- 
factory basis.      Apparently  the  Adminis- 
tration has  not  had  that  sympathetic  aid 
it  deserves;  but  the  present  Minister  has 
made  a  move  in  what  I  think  will  be  re- 
garded as  the  right  direction.    Then  as  to 
the  White  AustraJia  legislation,  the  Fisher 
Government    have    signalized  themselves 
bv  the  extent   to   which   they    have  un- 
earthed and  brought  to  light  the  various 
methods  by  which  undesirable  immigrants, 
and  also,  it  may  be  said,  opium,  were  being 
introduced.      For  their  work  in  this  con- 
nexion .  the  Government  have  placed  the 
Commonwealth  under  a  debt  of  gratitude. 
In  regard  to  the  introduction  of  Adatic 
labour,  honorable  manbers  must  adopt  two 
alternatives  as  an  explanation  of  the  work 
done  by  the  Government.      The  first  is 
that,  when  the  Chinese  leamt  that  a  La- 
bour Government   was   in   control,  they 
thought  it  a  good  opportunity  to  send  un- 
desirable immigrants  and  also  opium  to 
Australia.      If  that  explanation  be  not 
accepted,  then  the  alternative  is  that  the 
trafitt  in  undesirable  labour  and  opium  had 
beoi  gmng  on  more  or  less  largely  all  the 
while,  and  it  required  a  Labmir  Govern- 
roent  to  find  it  out  and  put  a  stop  to  it. 
Whatever  may  be  the  explanation,  I  think 
that  every  believer  in  the  policy  of  a  White 
Australia — every  one  desiring  to  see  Aus- 
tralia thickly   peopled   with   white  races 
holding  ideals  and  sympathies  akin  to  his 
own — will  concede  that  the  Government  has 
dme  good  work  in  both  these  particulars. 
I  wish  to  congratulate  the  Prime  Minister 
tffl  the  substantial  work  he  has  done  in 
the  administration  of  his  Department,  and 
in  initiating  matters  of  policy.    In  the  few 
fteeks  of  the  session  that  remained  at  his 
<iisposal,  he  lifted  the  Capital  Site  ques- 
tion from  the  ruck  into  which  it  had  fallen, 
and  remained  for  years,  and  enabled  it  to 
be  satisfactorily  dealt  with.    I  trust  that 
those  who  succeed  the  present  Administra- 
tVMi  will  omtinue  his   good   work,  and 
carry  it  to  ccxnpIetitMi.    Then,  again,  the 
ffreat  iron  industry  received  substantial  as- 
sistance at  his  hands  by  the  passing  of  the 
Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill,  and  I 
•rust  that  before  long  Australia  will  be  able 


to  produce  high  class  manufactures  of  metal 
frMn  her  crude  ores.     Still  another  good 
work  done  by  the  present  Government  was 
that  of  giving  to  the  public  servants  of  the 
Commonwealth    the   commcMi   rights  of 
citizenship  enjoyed  by  the  rest  of  the  com- 
munity—rights that  had  hitherto  been  de- 
nied them.    The  Prime  Minister  showed  by 
his  action  that  he  had  the  courage  to  strike 
out  on  new  lines.    I  am  sure  that  the  pub- 
lic servants  of  the  Commonwealth  are  men 
of  intelligence  and  capacity,  and  that  they 
will  so  use  their  newly  acquired  privileges 
that  the  incoming  Government  will  not  dare 
to  attempt  to  take  them  from  them.  In- 
deed  I  feel  sure,  that  the  States  will  be 
compelled  to  follow  in  our  wake,  and  that 
the  public  servants  of  the  States  will  soon 
enjoy  these  larger  measures  of  citizenship, 
and  use  them  to  the  general  well-being  of 
Australia.    In  these  directions  the  Govern- 
ment have  done  good  work,  which,  as  a 
member  of  the  Labour  Party,  I  can  heartily 
commend.    Then,  again,  they  met  the  Par- 
liament with  a  policy  that  is  a  distinct  ad- 
vance upffli  and  a  departure  frcwn  the  poli- 
cies hitherto  sidunitted.    There  may  be  a 
diflFerenra  of  opinion  as  to  whether  it  is  in 
the  best  interests  of  the  Cnrnnonwealtli,  but 
I  am  sure  those  who  have  considered  it  for 
themselves  are  satisfied  that  it  is  not  meielv 
new,  but  distinctly  Australian,  and  fitted  to 
meet  the  requirements  of  an  Australian 
community.     The  inccMning  Ministry  will 
have  to  follow  closely  in  the  steps  of  the 
present  Administration.    It  is  significant 
that  those  who  are  opposed  to  the  Govern- 
ment have  not  dared  to  attempt  to  displace 
them  by  questioning  any  of  their  acts  of 
administration,  or  the  policy  which  they 
have  sulxnitted  to  the  country.    They  have 
adopted  other  methods  knowing  full  well 
that  for  the  time  being,  at  all  events,  the 
Labour  Government  have  behind  them  a 
large  volume  of  public /^pinion.   They  dare 
not  run  counter  to  that  opinion,  but  they 
hope  soon  to  win  it  back,  and  to  make  their 
footing  more  secure.    I  am  not  here  for  the 
special  purpose  of  keeping  any  particular 
party  in  power,  but  I  certainly  recognise 
the  importance  of  effective  administration. 
I  want  to  see  good  liberal  reforms  pro- 
vided for  in  COTnmonwealth  enactments — 
reforms-  which  the  Commonwealth  urgentlv 
needs — and  I  desire  to  see  such  measures 
effectively  administered.    If,  as  the  result 
of  the  fusion  of  parties,  ^at  haa  taken 
place,  a  large  secfion^e^jfy  Hftp(9gj,gition 
have  been  converted  from  their  ufe-long 


206 


Adjournment.       [REPRESENTATIVES-]  Adjournment. 


adhereix^  to  Conservative  principles,  and 
brought   so   far    under   the   banner  of 
Liberalism  as  to  be  ready  to  carry  out 
these  reforms,  I  for  one  shall  not  com- 
plain. I  shall  certainly  do  my  best  to  bring 
about  that  result ;  but  I  question  very  much 
whether  that  is  the  object  lying  behind  the 
movanent.    I  am  fearful  that  it  is  in- 
tended not  to  l:»ring  about  libera!  reforms, 
not  to  secure  the  passing  of  legislation  that 
will  benefit  the  whole  community,  and  will 
not  bend  to  special  interests  and  privileges, 
but  to  keep  up  those  special  privileges,  and 
to  bend  the  powers  of  legislation  and  of 
administration,  as  they  have  been  bent  in 
the  past.    For  that  reason,  I  sincerely  re- 
gret that  the  Fisher  Administration  is  to 
give  place  to  a  Ministry  representing  the 
fusion  of  parties.      However,   by  thdr 
acts  thev  must  be  judged,  and  I  shall 
await   with   interest  a  statement  of  the 
work  they   propose  to  do.     I    see  be- 
fore me  a  cOTibination  of  parties  and  in- 
terests that  hitherto  have  been  vitally  an- 
tagonistic.   We  have  before  us  the  extreme 
Conservatives  on  the  free-trade  side  sitting 
with  the  Liberal  or  "good  as  a  Labour 
man."    We  have,  too.  the  extreme  Con- 
servatiTO  on  the  protectionist  side  sitting 
with  the  Liberal  or  ' '  good  as  a  Labour 
man."    Then,  again,  we  have  still  another 
party  consisting  of  honorable  members  who. 
so  far  as  I  am  aware,  have  never  professed 
any  sympathy  with  democratic  aspirations 
or  legislation.  That  party  held  the  balance 
of  power,  when  the  Tariff  was  under  con- 
sideration, and  exercised  it  in  the  interest:; 
of  the  wealthy  section  of  the  communttv. 
Whenever  they  were  called  upon  to  vote  for 
an  item  which  meant  high  protection,  and 
at  the  same  time  would  vield  much  re\"enue, 
they  \  oted  wkh  the  protect ionists  to  carry  it 
into  law.    On  the  other  hand,  if,  bv  voting 
with  the  free-trade  section,  they  could  se- 
cure the  passing  of  a  large  revenue  pro- 
ducing item,  and  defeat  the  protectionists, 
they  w  ere  quite  prepared  to  do  so.    The  re- 
sult is  that  the  present  Tariff  is  one  of  the 
highest    revenue  prtiducing  Tariffs,  and, 
therefore,  is  incompatible  with  any  degree 
of  protection  or  free-trade.    Those  who  so 
devised  it  took  good  care  that  the  burdens 
of    its    revenue-producing     items  were 
placed,  not  upon  the  shoulders  of  the  par- 
ticular section  of  the  community  that  they 
represented,  not  upon  the  shoulders  of  those 
best  able  to  bear  taxation,  but  upon  the 
shoulders  of  the  starving  men  and  women, 
the  workers  of  the  Commonwealth.    I  fear 
Mr.  Thomas  Brown. 


that  that  policy  will  be  repeated  in  con- 
nexioi  with  this  fusion,  and  that,  instead  of 
getting  liberal  reforms,  as  some  honorable 
members  on  the  other  »de  hope,  ixoai  the 
present  combination,  they  will  find  them- 
selves, as  in  the  case  of  the  Tariff,  the 
tools  of  that  extremely  conservative  OpjM> 
sition  Corner,  who  are  out  to  look  after  ll>e 
interests  of  their  own  particular  section 
of  the  cmnmunity,  as  no  doubt  they  are 
entitled  to  d&    If  they  can  use  the  demo- 
crats on  that  ude  of  the  House  to  further 
their  interests,  so  much  the  worse  for  those 
democrats.    I  am  ^'ery  glad  that  we  have 
reached   a  stage  which  I   regard   as  an 
epoch-making  one  in  the  history  of  the 
C(xnmonweaIth    and    of  Commonwealth 
politics.    Our  lines  are  now  diverging.  In 
the  division  which  was  recently  taken,  and 
in  the  divisions  to  be  taken,  there  will  be 
found  on  the  one  side  of  the  House  those 
who  are  pledged  up  to  the  hilt  to  the  demo- 
cracy of  Australia,  those  who  have  in  their 
Ufe-WOTk  outside  and  inside  the  House 
done  s(xnething  substantial  for  the  dono- 
cracy,  and  on  the  other  will  be  found  from 
this  time  f<»ward  those  who  are  opposed  to 
generally  beneficial  reforms,  and  strive  by 
legislation  and  administration  to  further 
the  interests  of  the  specially  wealthy  classes 
of  the  c<Mnmunity.      We  have  reached  a 
position  where  we  can  have  a  straight-out 
fight,  and  the  electors  will  not  in  the  future, 
as  in  the  past,  be  hoodwinked  by  side  issues 
such  as  free-trade  and  protection,  or  the 
claims 'of  candidates  to  be  "as-good-as- 
Labwir-men. "  There  will  be  the  two  issues 
presented  to  them  of  radical  democracy 
and  old-time  ConservatiMi,  and  they  will 
be  able  to  make  their  choice.    If  they  are 
wise  in  their  day  and  generation  they  will 
not  spend  forty  years  wandering  in  the 
wilderness  of  inconclusive  and  unsatisfac- 
tory legislation  and  administration,  but  will 
strike  straight  out  for  the  land  of  promi^'■. 
The  sooner  they  make  up  their  minds  to 
attain  that  object,  the  sooner  they  will  get 
there,  and  the  democrats  on  this  side  of 
the  House  will  do  their  level  best  to  get 
them  there,  and  keep  them  there.    I  wish 
to  commend  the  Prime  Minister,  who  is 
about  to  retire  from  office,  for  the  good 
work  he  has  done,  not  onlv  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  functions  of  government,  bm 
in  keeping  the  party  free  in  vears  gone  bv 
from  any  alliance,  combination,  or  fusimi 
that  would  submerge  its  identity,  and  pre- 
vent it  from  being  the  live  fighting  factor 
that  it  has  been.    In  the  it3gl®>  come 
there  will  not  be  so  much  dan^  on  that 
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score  as  there  was  in  years  gone  bv.  We 
have  heard  recently  about  the  negc^atXMis 
that  took  place  here  for  an  alliance  or  com- 
binatioo  of  the  Labour  Party  with 
othos,  and  the  House  [wobably  realises 
that  that  attempt,  about  which  there 
has  been  so  much  bitter  ctxitention 
to-day,  was  not  the  first  of  its  kind. 
There  had  been  pre\ious  moves  in  that 
direction,  and  it  took  sturdy,  strong 
men  in  the  Labour  movement  to  keep  it 
free  (Tom  those  entanglements.  It  has  been 
kept  free,  and  to-day  it  goes  forward  on  a 
new  line  of  prepress.  I  think  that  in 
bringing  that  about  those  who  have  been 
engaged  in  this  great  struggle  have  realized 
the  expectations  of  those  who  sent  them 
here.  We  have  now,  as  we  had  be- 
fore,  two  parties  in  the  House,  but 
befwe  we  had  them  so  confused  by  other 
issues  that  the  electors  were  unable 
to  distinguish  them.  To-day  the  electors 
can  distinguish  them.  Thev  find  that  under 
the  compelling  fwce  of  the  growing  la^ur 
movement  those  whose  opinions  yesterday 
seemed  to  be  as  far  apart  as  the  poles,  and 
-K-ho  have  called  each  other  hard  and  Utter 
names,  are  to-day  ranged  under  one  banner 
and  under  one  leader.  That  banner  is  anti- 
lahour,  and  that  leader  is  against  the  labour 
mwement.  howev'T  much  he  may  deny  it. 

Mr.  MAUGER  (Marihyrnons)  [4.4O  — 
I  -.hall  endeavour  to  keep  as  free  as  pos- 
iibie  from  the  personalities  that  have  so 
much  degraded  this  debate,  and  to  confine 
myself  to  facts.  I  am  extremely  sorry  that 
the  hcxxx'able  member  for  Hume  has  left 
the  Chamber,  because  I  intended  to  direct 
his-  attention  to  the  fart  that  he  was  not 
always  so  anxious  about  the  future  of  the 
protective  poHc\'  and  the  Protectionist 
Party  as  he  appears  to  be  at  present.  1 
shall  show  that  he  was  prepared  to  enter 
into  an  alliance  with  a  party  containing  a 
la^e  number  of  free-tnders — not  free- 
traders who  had  agreed  to  a  common  piat- 
fonn  and  a  common  policy,  but  free-traders 
who  claimed  freedom  of  action  on  Tariff 
matters. 

Dr.  Malomev. — Are  they  on  this  side? 

Mr.  MAUGER. — They  were,  and  are 
now.  I  shall  prove  from  documentary  evi- 
<lence  that  they  were  given  freedom  of 
^aion,  not  at  a  time  when  the  Tariff  had 
b>^  settled,  as  the  last  speaker  said,  on 
the  highest  basis  >et  reached,  but  when 
there  was  in  force  a  Tariff  which  was 
crippling  the  industries  of  Victoria.  What 
was  the  hoiorable  member  for  Hume's- 


anxiety  then  ?  He  was  prepared,  to  enter 
into  an  alliance  

Mr.  Storrek. — He  was  in  the  same 
party  as  the  honorable  member  then. 

Mr.  MAUGER. — It  is  a  pity  he  is  not  in 
the  same  party  now.  It  would  be  much 
better  for  him. 

Mr.  Spence. — He  is  too  straight  for 
that. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— I  think  his  straight- 
ness,  and  his  crookedness  also,  are  recog- 
nised. He  was  prepared  to  enter  into  an 
alliance  that  providwi  that  "  the  free-trade 
members  of  the  Labour  Party  shall  have 
perfect  freedcnn  of  acticm  to  vote  for  w 
against  any  proposed  reduction  or  increase 
of  duty."  The  honorable  member  for 
Hume  now  objects  to  the  positicHi  taken  up 
by  the  right  honorable  member  ior  East 
Sydney.  He  claims  thai  protection  is  in 
imminent  danger  at  a  time  when  the 
highest  Tariff  that  has  ever  been  placed 
upon  the  statute-book  of  Australia  is  the 
law  of  the  land,  and  yet.  long  before  this 
Tariff  was  even  inaugurated,  he  was  pre- 
pared to  ally  himself  with  the  free-traders 
in  the  Labour  Party,  and  to  give  them 
freedom  to  vote  just  as  they  liked  upon 
any  items  sulxnitted,  in  order  that  he 
might  get  into  <^fice. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — Exactly,  because  be 
knew  that  the  Tariff  would  be  all  right. 

Mr.  MAUGER.~We  knew  that  our 
Tariff  would  be  all  right.  But  we  also 
knew  that  there  were  free-traders  in  the 
Labour  Party  who  were  prepared  to  make 
it  all  wrong.  My  honorable  friend  knows 
that  Yet  the  honorable  member  for  Hume 
was  prepared  to  enter  into  a  compact  with 
them.  Here  is  a  statement  made  by  the 
hoiK>rable  member  for  South  Sydney,  then 
leader  of  the  Labour  Party,  as  to  the 
agreement  entered  inta  Each  member  was 
to— 

decide  for  himself  how  far  the  particular  cir- 
cumitaocei  prove  necessity  or  the  extent  to  which 
the  proposal  ^uld  be  carried. 

The  honorable  member  for  Hume  had  abso- 
lutely no  objection  to  enter  into  an  al- 
liance with  honorable  members  opposite  on 
terms  giving  the  free-traders  of  that  party 
a  free  hand  upon  the  Tariff,  when  many 
of  the  industries  of  Victoria  were  positively 
being  snuffed  out  in  consetiuence  of  the 
duties  in  existence. 

Mr.  Stosrer. — The  Labour  Party  is  not 
a  free-trade  partv. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— There  are  five  free- 
traders in  the  present  Min 

Mr.  STORRER.-B#K^SfVl 
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Mr.  MAUGER.— There  are  the  Prime 
Minister  

Mr.  Hutchison. — He  is  not  a  free- 
trader. 

Mr.  Fisher.— I  supported  the  Kingston 
Tariff.    I  never  stood  as  a  tariffite  at  any 

time.    I  always  stood  as  a  Labourite. 

Mr.  MAUGE'R. — My  honorable  friend  is 
evading  the  question.  Did  he  enter  this 
Parliament  as  a  free-trade  labour  man  ? 

Mr.  Fisher. — No. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— Then  how  did  he  enter 
Parliament  in  regard  to  the  fiscal  questitmi' 

Mr.  Bamford. — Let  the  hoowable  mem- 
ber lo(^  up  the  Prime  Minister's  votes 
upon  axe-handles»  and  find  out. 

Mr.  MAUGER. — Oh,  yes;  when  it  was 
a  matter  of  axe-handles  or  bananas,  there 
were  several  of  the  free-traders  opposite 
who  gave  protectionist  votes. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — The  Prime  Minister 
gave  more  free-trade  than  protectitmist 
votes  in  the  first  Parliament.  We  always 
looked  upon  him  as  one  of  the  free-traders. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Hear,  hear  ! 

The  DEPUTY  SPEAKER.— I  must 
ask  honorable  members  to  cease  these  in- 
terjections. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— I  say  again  that  the 
Prime  Minister  mtered  this  Parliament  as 
a  free-trader.  I  say,  also,  that  the  Post- 
master-General is  a  free-trader.  The  Min- 
ister of  Defence  is  a  free-trader. 

Mr.  Fisher. — I  have  answered  the  hon- 
orable member,  yet  he  coitinues  to  say  the 
same  thing.  How  can  one  deal  with  a  man 
of  that  kind  ? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— The  honorable  gentle- 
man has  not  answered  me. 

Mr.  Fisher. — Let  the  hcHiorable  mem- 
ber ask  his  leader. 

Mr.  MAUGER. — A  labour  man  is 
"  neither  fish,  nor  flesh,  nor  good  red 
herring  "  in  regard  to  the  Tariff. 

Mr.  McDouGAtL. — Is  the  party  to  which 
the  honorable  member  now  belongs  in 
favour  of  the  new  protectiwi  ? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— What  was  the  use  of 
talking  about  the  principle  of  the  new  pro- 
tection until  we  had  established  the  old 
protection?  Many  of  us  on  this  side  of 
the  House  were  advocates  of  the  applica- 
tion of  the  new  protection  long  before 
some  of  the  members  of  the  Labour  Party 
came  into  the  political  arena. 

Mr.  McDouGALL. — Does  the  honorable 
member  expect  to  get  the  new  protection 
established  by  the  votes  of  those  on  his  own 
side  of  the  House? 


Mr.  MAUGER.— -We  are  quite  as 
likely  to  get  it  from  this  side  of  the  House 
as  from  the  Labour  Party,  who,  as  I  said 
before,  are  "  neither  fish,  nor  flesh,  axx 
good  red  herring"  <xi  the  fiscal  issue. 

Dr.  MALONsr. — The  hcHiorable  member 

has  only  mentioned  three  members  of  the 
present  Government  who.  he  says  are  free- 
traders. He  said  there  w^e  five.  Who  are 
the  others? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— I  will  mention  the 
five.  First,  the  Prime  Minister  says  that 
he  is  neither  protecticMiist  nor  free-trader. 

Mr.  Fisher. — I  shall  take  no  further 
notice  of  the  honorable  member's  statement 

Mr.  MAUGER.— I  know  that  the  Prime 
Minister  voted  against  us  nine  times  out  of 
ten  on  the  first  Tariff.  I  know  also  that 
the  first  Tariff  was  rendered  largely  in- 
operative fr<xn  my  point  of  view  owing  to 
free-trade  reductions.  At  that  time,  the 
new  protection  was  not  on  the  platform  of 
the  Labour  Party.  They  adopted  it  after 
they  were  forced  by  sheer  weight  of  pub- 
lic opinion,  and  when  they  began  to  re- 
cognise the  importance  of  ithe  fiscal  ques- 
tion. But  no  one  can  deny  that  it  was 
absolutely  essential  to  establish  protective 
duties  of  Customs  before  the  principle  of 
new  iM-ot£ction  could  be  applied. 

Mr.  Hall. — ^Who  first  t»:ought  the  new 
protection  policy  forward? 

Mr.  MAUGER.  —  The  Anti-Sweating 
League  and  the  ProtecticHiist  Society  oi 
Victoria  advocated  the  principle  long  before 
my  honorable  friend  ever  dreamed  of  enter- 
ing the  Federal  Parliament. 

Mr.  Hall.— When? 

Mr.  Deakin. — In  the  early  nineties. 

Mr.  MAUGEU.— It  was  advocated  when 
the  Bill  for  the  Federation  of  Australia 
was  under  discussion. 

Mr.  McDougall. — Is  Mr.  Walpole  a 

member  of  the  Anti-Sweating  League  ? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— I  know  nothing  about 
Mr,  Walpole.  The  honorable  member 
seems  to  know  a  good  deal  about  him.  My 
p(Mnt  is  that  the  hwiorable  member  for 
Hume  cannot  logically  or  consistently  find 
fault  with  a  party  such  as  this,  on  the  lines 
on  which  it  is  organized,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  he  was  prepared  to  receive  free-traders 
into  his  party,  and  to  give  them  an  abso- 
lutelv  free  hand  on  the  Tariff,  although  he 
knew  that  at  that  time  Tariff  reform  was 
absolutely  essential,  whatever  may  be  the 
position  at  the  pre|^L@t5C#l^  ^  come 
to  another  point.  o 
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Mr.  Tinx»L — The  hc»iorable  member  is 
absolutely  wrong.  His  present  party  op- 
posed protection,  and  he  knows  it. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— The  very  term  "  new 
protection  "  was  coined  in  my  office.  The 
honorable  member  for  Yarra  ought  to  know 
that.  But  he  is  a  mere  jMgmy — a  baby  in 
politics.  Until  he  came  out  as  a  candi- 
date for  Yarra,  he  knew  nothing  about  the 
questi<Mi.  I  venture  to  say  that  he  never 
heard  the  term  new  protection  until  he 
came  to  Australia.  The  principle  was  ad- 
^-ocated  in  this  country  before  he  came  here. 

Mr.  Tudor. — I  was  bom  in  the  country. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — ^The  Ixxiorable  mem- 
ber sim]riy  means  that  the  phrase  was 
ccHned  in  his  ofiBce. 

Mr.  TuDOB.  —  The  honorable  member 
for  Bourke  got  up  in  his  place  and  opposed 
the  new  protection  principle. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— Both  the  phrase  and 
the  principle  for  which  it  stands  were  for- 
mulated there.  I  shall  be  very  happy  to 
show  the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs 
a  document  which  sets  out  a  resoluticm 
carried  at  a  joint  conference  of  the  Protec- 
tionist Association  and  the  Trades  Hall 
Council,  in  which  the  general  principle  was 
(aid  down. 

Mr.  Tudor.— When? 

Mr.  ^^AUGER.— During  the  time  when 
the  first  Tariff  was  being  introduced.  That 
resolution  laid  down  the  principle  that  be- 
fore Wages  Boards  Arbitration  Courts 
— which  are  the  instruments  of  what  is 
known  as  the  new  protecticm — can  be  ap- 
plied, the  old  protectum  must  be  secure. 
That  resolution,  as  I  say,  was  signed  by 
representatives  of  the  Trades  Hail  Council 
and  of  the  Protectionist  Association.  I  re- 
peat that  the  phrase  was  cconed  in  my 
office,  it  was  advocated  by  the  Age,  and 
worked  out  as  a  practical  scheme,  long  be- 
fore my  honorable  friend  dreamt  of  enter- 
ing the  political  arena  or  took  a  part  in 
political  matters. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — The  h<Miorable  mem- 
ber refers  only  to  the  phrase. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— And  also  to  the  prin- 
ciple. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — No. 
I       Mr.  MAUGER. — In  1894,  in  conjunc- 
I    tion  with  the  present  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
I    sition,  we  were  working  at  the  establish- 
ment of  the  first  Wages  Boards  ev^  intro- 
duced into  Australia. 

Dr.  Maloney. — That  is  right. 
Mr.  MAUGER. — My  honorable  friend, 
the  member  for  Melbourne  knows  that  that 
IS  so.   He  was  wwking  with  us. 


Mr.  Hall.— Were  the  Wages  Boards  to 
apply  only  to  the  protected  industries? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— Evidently  the  honor- 
able m«nber  does  not  know  how  manv 
Wages  Boards  there  are  in  this  State  now. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — That  had  nothing  to 
do  with  protection. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— It  had  everything  to 
do  with  protection.  The  principle  was  that 
these  Boards  should  be  applied  to  all  pro- 
tected trades. 

Dr.  Maloney. — That  was  the  only  thing 
that  made  jnotection  decent. 

Mr.  Tudor. — And  it  was  a  principle 
that  honorable  members  opposite  opposed. 

Mr.  MAUGER. — I  am  speaking  within 
the  knowledge  of  men  who  have  been  asso- 
ciated with  me  for  years,  and  I  say  again 
that  we  have  consistentlv  advocated  the  ap- 
plication of  the  principle  of  the  new  pro- 
tection, and  did  so  long  before  the  I<abour 
Party  associated  themselves  with  it.  I 
say  also  that  that  {Mrinciple  is  just  as  safe 
in  our  hands  as  in  the  hands  of  the  Labour 
Party.  The  country  knows  that,  and  will 
confirm  what  we  have  done. 

Mr.  Tudor. — We  hope  that  the  country 
will  have  a  chance  of  expressing  its 
opinion. 

Mr.  AIAUGER. — The  country  will  have 
a- chance  in  good  time.  If  my  luMiorable 
friend  ccHisulted  the  best  interests  of  the 
country  rather  than  what  he  c(Hisiders  to 
be  the  chance  of  snatching  a  party  victoryi 
he  would  not  advocate  a  dissolution  at  the 
present  time.  1  notice  that  the  Prime  Min- 
ister, on  two  occasions,  has  repeated,  and 
that  two  leading  members  opposite  have 
said,  that  a  dissolutim  should  come  now. 
A  dissolution  of  this  Parliament  should 
come  when  the  business  of  this  Parliament 
is  completed.  It  would  be  unjustifiable  to 
cause  the  expense  of  an  election  in  two 
succeedinjr  years.  It  would  be  unwarranted 
to  appeal  to  the  country  vhen  there  is  in 
this  Parliament  a  party  which  is  prepared 
to  carry  on  the  business  of  the  coun- 
try. Not  that  I  fear  a  dissolution, 
but  I  sav  that  the  conduct  of  the  busi- 
ness which  this  Parliament  has  to  do 
is  more  important  than  a  dissolution. 
I  am  sorry  that  the  honorable  member  for 
Hume  is  not  present,  because  I  wish  now 
to  allude  to  a  statement  he  made  in  refer- 
ence to  an  attempted  alliance  ch-  coalition 
between  the  Labour  Party  and  a  section 
of  the  late  Deakin  Government. 

Mr.  McWiLU^,^^t)0^le 
of  it  all?  o 
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Mr.  MAUGER.— The  good  of  it  ail  is 
that  I  wish  to  bear  testimony,  from  my  own 
personal  knowledge,  to  the  fact  that  the 
honorable  and  learned  member  for  Ballarat 
did  not  intend  to  take  part  in  it ;  had 
signified  his  intention  to  retire  from  the 
leadership,  and,  in  order  that  the  business 
of  the  country  might  be  carried  on,  had 
r«iuested  the  honorable  member  for  Hume 
to  take  the  respoisibility  of  leadership, 
and  try  to  fonn  a  combination  between  the 
Labour  Party  and  the  liberals. 

Mr.  King  O'M alley. — The  hcxiorable 
member  knows  that  the  honorable  member 
for  Hume  in  speaking  was  excited. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— Unfortunately,  state- 
ments made  in  excited  moments  are  used 
on  the  public  platform,  falsified,  exag- 
gerated, and  turned  and  twisted,  very  often 
in  such  a  way  as  to  appear  to  be  exaaly 
the  opposite  to  what  they  are.  The  facts 
are  that  when  the  Post  Office  crisis  arose 
there  was  at  the  back  of  it  some  of  the 
very  worst  forces  of  Australia.  That  crisis 
was  brought  about  because  I  determined 
that  a  public  utility  should  not  be  made 
use  of  for  gambling  or  immoral  purposes. 

Mr.  TuDOB. — Is  that  why  the  hwiorable 
gentleman  dropped  the  Telegraph  Bill? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— That  is  another  of  the 
honorable  member's  innuendoes.  I  never 
l»'ought  forward  a  Telegraph  Bill,  and 
never  dropped  one.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber is  always  making  innuendoes  carrying 
inferences  which  he  knows  to  be  untrue.  I 
repeat  that  I  know  nothing  whatever  about 
a  Telegraph  Bill,  and  never  dropfted  one. 
I  am  prepared  to  admit  that  the  honorable 
member  for  Yarra  backed  up  ray  action ; 
but  I  do  say  that  my  attempts  to  keep  that 
public  utility  free  from  the  operations  of 
those  engaged  in  gambling  and  immoral 
practices  led  to  my  being  treated  in  a  way 
that  was  simply  brutish,  and  almost  un- 
bearable, and  that  the  Post  Office  crisis  was 
largely  brought  about  through  my  action  in 
regard  to  those  particular  matters. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAUS. — And  some  of  the 
men  who  supported  the  honorable  gentle- 
man most  strongly  were  amongst  those  who 
at  the  time  sat  directly  opposite  to  him. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— Let  me  say,  also,  that 
amongst  those  who  supported  me  most 
strongly  was  the  present  Prime  Minister. 

Mr.  HtTTCHisoN. — ^And  the  honorable 
gentleman  is  now  associated  with  some  of 
those  who  apposed  him. 

Mr.  MAUGER. — Some  of  the  most  bitter 
exposition  came  from  the  man  who  was 


responsible  for  the  crisis.  I  say  that  ad- 
visedly, and  am  pre'pared  to  prove  it.  At 
that  time  the  then  Prime  Minister  said  that 
the  state  of  his  health,  and  other  circum- 
stances, demanded  that  he  should  retire,, 
and  he  handed  over  to  Sir  William  Lyne 
authority  to  attempt  to  effect  an  alliance 
between  the  Labour  Party  and  the  theii 
Liberal  Party.  If  there  is  now  an  alliarKe 
which  my  honorable  friends  opposite  do 
not  like,  and  which  they  believe  will  re- 
tard pr<^;ress — though  I  do  not  think  it 
will,  for  a  moment — they  and  they  alone 
are  responsible  for  it,  because  of  their 
isolation,  their  selfishness,  and  their  machine 
politics. 

Mr.  King  O  Mallev. — The  honorable 
gentleman  should  not  get  excited. 

Mr.  Mathews. — Is  their  machine  poli- 
tics any  worse  than  dictation  by  the  dge- 
newspaper  ? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— I  will  ask  the  honor- 
able meml)er  for  D;ir\vin  whether  I  am 
not  ri^jhl  wIk-ii  I  say  that  llitre  is  not 
a  single  member  of  the  Labour  Party  w^ho' 
is  not  first  responsible  to  the  labour  leagues, 
and  who  must  not  first  l)e  indor«;M  hy  them 
before  he  can  go  to  his  constituency. 

Mr.  Spence. — That  is  not  correct. 

Mr.  King  O'Mallev. — They  all  have 
to  be  selected. 

Dr.  Malonev. — I  have  been  selected, 
and  I  am  proud  of  it.  . 

Mr.  Tuix)R. — ^Who  selects  the  hcmorable 
member's  crowd? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— Xo  one  selects  me. 

Mr.  Mathews. — They  have  to  be  selected- 
by  the  Age. 

Mr.  MAUGER. — The  Age  may  support 
or  oppose  me,  but  it  does  not  attempt  to 
say  that  I  must  sign  a  pledge  to  submit 
myself  to  the  Age  before  I  can  go  to  my 
constituency. 

Mr.  McDougall. — Is  not  Joshua,  the 
grogmaker,  the  political  boss  of  the  honor- 
able member's  party  ? 

Mr.  MAUGER. — I  know  nothing  about 
Joshua  or  Moses  either.  I  am  discussing 
now  the  methods  of  the  Labour  Party.  I 
said  at  a  meeting  in  my  constituency,  and 
I  repeat  the  statement  to-day,  that  there 
is  not  a  single  member  of  the  present 
Labour  Ministry  or  Labour  Party  who  is 
not  first  respOTsible  to  an  irresponsible 
labour  league. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — \Miat^does  the  honor- 
able gentleman  Dffi(!^by*^0®@lerespon- 
sible."  ^      y  S  ' 
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Mr.  MAUGER.— A  member  of  the  party 
must  first  be  selected  by  a  labour  .league. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — Exactly. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— The  league  may  be 
comprised  of  100  members,  and  there  are 
many  that  have  nothing  like  that  member- 
ship, and  it  can  compel  the  labour  candi- 
date to  stand  dowDj  and  he  can  never  reach 
his  constituency. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — That  is  not  true.  It 
is  ut^ly  ridiculous. 

Mr.  MAUGER. — It  is  true  in  VictOTia, 
and  true  in  New  South  Wales. 

Mr.  Mathews. — There  is  nothing  to  be 
ashamed  of  in  it  in  Victoria. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— There  is  nothing  to  be 
ashamed  of  In  it,  if  an  honorable  member 
is  prepared  to  be  a  machine  poliddan,  and 
jiut  a  democrat. 

Mr,  Mathews. — I  would  rather  be  a 
machine  politician  than  be  subject  to  the 
Age  newspaper,  as  the  hcxiorable  member 
is. 

Mr.  Tudor. — Did  not  the  honorable 
member  have  to  stand  down  cmce? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— No  ;  I  was  never  allied 
to  the  Labour  Party  as  it  is  at  present  con- 
stituted. When  I  was  associated  with  the 
labour  leagues  with  Lormer  and  others  there 
was  in  existence  what  was  called  the  Pro- 
gressive Liberal  League,  which  was  not 
allied  to  the  labour  uni<xto. 

Mr.  Tudor. — When  was  this'? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— Before  the  honorable 
member  appeared  in  the  political  arena. 
He  is  merely  repeating  what  fae  tieard.  He 
personally  knows  nothing  about  it. 

Mr.  Tudob. — 1  do. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— The  honorable  membei 
ought  to  knoii  that  the  present  political 
labour  machine  came  into  force  about  the 
time  when  the  banorable  member  for  Bourke 
was  asked  to  sign  the  labour  pledge,  and 
when  the  honorable  member  for  Ridimond, 
in  the  State  Parliament,  refused  to  sign 
the  labour  pledge.  He  must  know  that 
that  is  what  separated  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Richmond  from  the  Labour  Party 
in  Victoria.  I  was  allied  with  the  Labour 
Party,  just  as  the  honorable  member  for 
Parramatta  was^  at  a  time  when  there  was 
no  pledge.  I  was  not  pledged  to  the  party, 
but  I  received  thrir  support,  and  should  be 
reoeiving  their  support  to-day  if  they  were 
anything  like  loyal  to  people  who  made 
some  sacrifices  for  them.  I  never  signed 
any  pledge. 

Mr.  TuDOR,— Was  not  the  honorable 
tneahber  asked  to  stand  down  for  East 


Bourke  Boroughs,  and  did  not  McKenzie 
and  Warde  get  the  selection  in  1893  ? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— There  was  no  pledge 
m  existence  at  the  time. 

Mr.  Tudob. — Did  the  honorable  manber 
nominate  for  East  Bourke  Boroughs  in 
1892  ? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— I  did;  but  I  never 
signed  the  labour  pledge.  I  never  signed 
any  pledge  that  I  would  not  stand  again 
if  I  was  not  selected.  That  is  the  matter 
with  which  1  quarrel.  As  the  honorable 
m^ber  for  Ballarat  stated  at  the  Town 
Hall  the  other  night,  we  have  no  objection 
to  selection  by  the  party.  Every  party  must 
make  selections.  Every  party  must  decide 
what  candidates  it  will  suppwt;  but  out- 
side the  Political  Labour  Party  no  party 
calling  itself  a  democratic  party  says  **  You 
must  first  come  to  us.  We  have  the  right 
to  decide  whether  you  shall  go  to  the  con- 
stituency." The  honorable  member  for 
Yarra  knows  that  he  cannot  stand  for  a 
constituency  until  he  is  selected.  Until  he 
is  selected,  no  member  of  the  Labour  Party 
can  go  to  the  electors. 

Dr.  Maloney.— As  a  labour  candidate. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— That  is  so. 

Mr.  Tudor. — I  think  they  will  select 
me.   I  have  run  straight. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— That  is  another  dirty 
innuendo.  The  honorable  member  is  not 
the  only  member  who  has  run  straight. 

Mr.  Tudor. — The  honorable  member 
does  not  appear  to  like  it. 

Mr.  MAUGER. — I  have  no  objection  to 
it,  but  I  will  tell  the  honorable  monber 
what  I  do  like.  I  like  straightforward 
statements.  I  do  not  believe  in  dirty  in- 
ferences. No  man  can  say  that  I  have 
not  run  straight  throughout  my  political 
career.  I  have  run  as  straight  as  has  the 
honorable  member  who  makes  the  dirty  in- 
sinuations. The  honorable  member  for 
Yarra  knows  very  well  that  what  I  am 
stating  is  correct.  He  says  that  he  will 
obtain  the  selection  of  the  labour  league. 
I  hope  that  he  will.  But  he  admits  there 
is  a  possibility  that  he  may  not. 

Mr.  Tudor. — Hear,  hear! 

Mr.  MAUGER.— Then  I  ask,  "To 
whom  is  he  first  responsible — to  the 
league  or  to  his  constituency?"  I  shall 
say  no  more  at  the  pres«it  juncture,  but 
I  wished  to  make  clear  these  oae  or  two 
points  in  connexion  with  the  matter  which 
has  been  discissed. 

Mr.  CHANTER  (Riverina)  [4.46].— I 
regret  that  the  leader  of  the  Opposit''- 
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has  made  no  reply  to  the  statement  read 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Hume. 

Mr.  Deakin. — I  ytas  making  a  personal 
explanation  at  the  time,  and  thus  was 
prevented  from,  dcung  so. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— When  certain  nego- 
tiations were  taking  place  for  the  combina- 
tion that  has  now  been  effected,  the  honor- 
able member  for  Ballarat  stated  that  the 
Free-trade  Party  had  agreed  not  to  inter- 
fere with  the  present  Tariff  in  any  shape  or 
form,  except  so  far  as  the  oorrectitm  of 
anomalies  was  concerned.  Now  the  right 
honorable  member  for  East  Sydney  has 
published  to  the  world  a  declaration  that 
he  made  no  sudi  agreement  with  the  hon- 
wable  member.  He  asserts  that  he  agreed 
not  to  interfere  with  the  Tariff  as  it  stood, 
but  that  he  reserved  to  himself  and  the 
whole  of  his  Free-trade  Party  a  free  hand 
in  regard  to  the  correction  of  anomalies. 

Mr.  Deakin. — You  will  find  the  expla- 
nation published  in  the  newspapers  to- 
morrow morning.  It  has  been  given  to 
the  press. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  think  that  the 
h<xiorable  member  will  find  before  long 
that  be  has  associated  himself  with  per- 
sons with  whOTi  it  is  necessary  that  all 
agreements  should  be  put  into  writing,  so 
that  they  may  be  produced  when  occasion 
arises. 

Mr.  Mathews. — The  honorable  member 
wants  them  to  give  a  pledge  ? 

Mr.  CHANTER.— Of  course. 

Mr.  Deakin. — This  is  whatl  I  read: 
"  No  interference  with  the  protectionist 
policy  of  the  present  Customs  Tariff 
in  rectifying  anomalies  "  ;  and  the  reference 
of  the  right  honorable  member  for  East 
Sydney  relates  to  the  word  "  anomalies. ' ' 
He  claims  the  right  to  exercise  his  judg- 
ment as  to  whether  an  anomaly  is  an  al- 
leged or  a  real  one. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— The  right  honorable 
member  for  East  Sydney,  in  his  publislwd 
statement,  declares  that  at  the  meeting  of 
the  two  parties,  he  made  it  atmndantly 
clear  that  the  members  of  his  party  were 
to  have  a  perfectly  free  hand  in  dealing 
with  all  matters  erf  Tariff  ccmcern  which 
did  not  involve  an  interference  with 
the  Tariff  as  it  stands  to-day.  Where  it 
is  shown  that,  in  the  interests  of  Aus- 
tralian industries,  it  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  correct  ancxnaiies,  he  has  pro- 
claimed to  the  world  that  he  reserves  to 
himself  and  his  party  a  perfectly  free 
hand.      If  that  is  an  alliance  whidi  is 


satisfactray  to  honest  protectionists  I  am 
at  a  loss  to  understand  it. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS  (Cook)  [4-50]— 
During  his  speech  this  afternoon  the  honor- 
able member  ior  Dalley  referred  to  my 
connexicm  with  an  Orange  lodge.  I  wish 
therefore  to  make  one  or  two  remarks  ia 
the  calmest  possible  way,  and  without  the 
introduction  of  the  slightest  feeling.  Prior 
to  the  last  election  I  was  for  scmie  ten  or 
twelve  years  a  member  of  an  Oran^ 
lodge.  I  joined  that  organization  in  my 
teens,  when  it  was  a  religious,  and  not  a 
political,  body.  When  I  was  selected 
as  a  lal)our  candidate  prior  to  the 
Federal  elections  I  was  invited  by  the 
Orange  lodges  in  my  constituency  to  submit 
my  name  to  them  for  selection.  I  refused 
to  do  so.  They  selected  the  chairman  of 
the  Importers'  Association  of  Sydney,  Mr. 
Hindle.  He  was  my  oppcw.ent,  and  they 
placed  up(»i  him  the  c^cial  seal  of  tl^ 
organization.  The  honorable  member  for 
Dalley  stated  that  I  sought  the  support  of 
the  Orange  lodges. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — ^Did  not  the  honorable 
member  gp  round  to  those  lodges  asldn^ 
for  votes? 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— I  did  not.  I  do 
not  charge  the  honorable  member  with 
having  made  a  statement  which  he  knows 
to  be  mitrue,  but  I  do  say  that  he  has 
either  been  misinformed  or  has  misunder- 
stood his  informant.  At  the  opening 
meeting  of  my  campaign,  in  the  Newtown- 
Town  Hall,  I  was  asked  whether  I  would' 
accept  suppcMt  from  Orangemen,  and  I  re- 
plied that  I'  would  accept  support  from 
any  persons  who  chose  to  extend  it  to  me 
upon  the  labour  platform,  irrespective  o£ 
whether  they  were  Orangemen  or  Roman 
Catholics.  I  wish  to  teil  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Dalley  that  I  am  prepared  to  deposit 
with  any  honwable  mmber  wh<xa 
he  may  choose  to  nominate,  conditionally 
that  he  lodges  a  similar  amount;  and  if 
it  can  be  shown  that  I  solicited  support 
from  any  Orange  organization  after  my 
announcement  or  selection  as  a  Federal 
labour  candidate,  I  am  prepared  to  forfeit 
the  money  to  any  hospital  in  New  South 
Wales,  the  honorable  member  to  do  like- 
wise if  proved  wrong.  I  regret  to 
say  that,  although  there  were  ministers  of 
the  Gospel  who  entered  Orange  lodges, 
knelt  down,  and  placed  their  hands  upon- 
the  open  Bible,  and  declared  diat  mey 
would  not  see  a  brother^  ira^pfu^ted, 
those  very   miniStSit^  ^bst^Ud^jr^  went- 
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round  my  electorate  niisre[wesenting  me. 
Not  only  that,  but  members  of  the  Orange 
institution  have  endeavoured  to  induce 
those  of  an  opposite  persuasion  not  to  re- 
cord their  votes  in  my  favour  on  the 
ground  that  I  belonged  to  the  same 
institution  as  themselves.  I  know  that 
I  have  received  votes  frc»n  democratic 
Orai^emen,  as  well  as  from  other  demo- 
cratic parties.  No  orgaiuzation  could  pre- 
vent some  men  from  voting  for  labour 
candidates.  It  is  that  fact  which  largely 
influenced  the  Orange  organization  in  its 
recent  determination  to  make  a  show  for 
democracy  as  against  the  hide-bound  con- 
servation which  it  had  previously  sup- 
ported. I  hope  that  the  institution  will 
suppOTt  democratic  principles,  although  1 
beg  leave  to  doubt  it.  The  hwiorable  mem- 
ber for  Dalley  also  referred  to  the  alleged 
tyranny  of  the  Labour  League.  I  desire  to 
menticm  a  little  bit  of  tyranny  on  the  part 
of  some  of  the  Orange  lodges.  During  the 
State  elections  which  followed  the  Federal 
elections  the  then  Premier  of  New  South 
Wales,  Sir  J.  H.  Carruthers,  introduced 
the  Tariff  issue.  In  my  electorate  his  can- 
didate running  for  the  Camperdown  State 
seat  had  a  placard  about  10  feet  by  10  feet 
showing  a  large  loaf  and  a  little  loaf,  and 
calling  upon  the  electors  in  that  part  of 
my  constituency  to  vote  against  the  Labour 
candidate  because  of  some  alleged  sins  I 
had  committed  federally  in  connexioi 
with  the  Tariff.  I  received  letters 
from  the  Labour  leagues,  and  also 
frdm  the  candidate,  asking  me  if 
I  was  going  to  cowardly  stand  by 
nnd  see  him  maligned  on  account  of  votes 
I  had  given  in  the  Federal  Parliament, 
and  I  replied  "No."  I  went  from  this 
House  to  place  mjself  alongside  that  man 
on  the  platform,  and  the  result  was  that 
we  administered  an  overwhelming  defeat 
to  those  opposed  to  our  party.  It  hap- 
pened that  in  this  State  election  the  gentle- 
man who  was  selected  as  the  anti-Labour 
candidate,  6fr.  Clegs',  had  opposed  me 
most  bitterly  at  the  Federal  election.  He 
was,  and  is,  a  member  of  the  Orange 
lodge,  and  was  the  selected  Orange 
nndidate  in  the  State  fighf  for  the 
C.imperdown  seat,  when  I  took  the  plat- 
form for  the  Labour  candidate.  I  did  not 
inquire  what  denominattOT  the  latter  be- 
longed ta  All  I  wanted  to  know  was  that 
he  held  the  same  political  faith  as  I  did. 
I  left  him  to  profess  his  religion  at  what- 
cv^T  shrine  he  thought  best,  as  a  matter 
concerning  his  own  conscience  only.  When 


that  State  election  was  finished  the  Orange 
lodge  in  Camperdown  laid  a  charge  against 
me  of  having  spoken  against  the  selected 
representative  of  the  Orange  institution. 
While  I  was  sitting  in  this  Chamber  I  re- 
ceived letters  stating  that  a  charge  had 
been  laid  against  me,  and  calling,upon  me 
to  attend  to  answer  it.  I  replied,  stating 
that  I  could  not  leave  my  place  in  Parlia- 
ment to  attend  a  ccMnmittee  meeting  of  thf 
Orange  lodge.  They  wanted  me  to  at- 
tend on  a  Thursday  night.  That  woulo 
have  meant  losing  a  whole  week.  I  asked 
the  lodge  if  they  would  fix  the  meeting  foi 
Saturday  night.  They  refused  to  accedf 
to  my  request.  In  my  absence  they  heard 
the  charge  against  me,  and  found  that  1 
had  spoken  at  Camperdown  in  support  <A 
a  Labour  candidate  against  a  selecteii 
Orange  candidate,  and  I  was  forthwith 
expelled  from  the  Orange  instituti<m.  I 
have  the  whole  of  the  correspondence,  and, 
if  necessary,  can  produce  it.  The  honor- 
able member  for  Dalley  spoke  of  the 
tyranny  of  Labour  leagues.  If  any  one 
asks  me  whether  I  am  prepared  to  accept 
that  kind  of  tyranny  and  indorse  it — I  do 
not  care  whether  it  is  known  by  the  name 
of  religicm  or  not — I  cannot  indorse 
it.  It  is  a  monstrous  thing  that 
an  attempt  should  be  made  in  this 
free  country  to  prevent  a  representa- 
tive of  the  people  in  the  National  Parlia- 
ment from  defending  his  actions,  his 
policy,  and  his  party  on  the  public  plat- 
form. I,  for  one,  will  not  tolerate  it  from 
any  section  of  the  community  whatever. 

Mr.  McDouGALL. — Was  the  honorable 
member  expelled  from  an  Orange  lodge  be- 
cause he  voted  for  a  Labour  candidate  ? 

Mr.  WiLKS. — Let  those  who  treated  the 
honorable  member  in  .that  way  answer  him. 
He  has  forgotten  a  lot.  This  is  only  a 
one-sided  statement. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— If  there  is  any- 
thing omitted  or  forgotten  I  would  be 
glad  if  the  honorable  member  would  re- 
mind me  by  interjection  or  speech.  Tlie 
honorable  member  spoke  with  me  on  the 
subject,  a&  also  did  several  of  the  high 
officials  in  the  Grand  Lodge.  They 
asked  me  if  I  would  submit  an  appeal  tc 
the  Grand  Lodge  against  the  decision  of 
the  branch  lodge.  The  honorable  nicm- 
ber  said  he  thought  that  if  I  liked  to 
appeal  I  would  be  reinstated. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — From  the  honorable  mem- 
ber's statement  I  thought-tbat  bs  had  Iieen 
badly  treated.  Digitized  by  ^OOglC 
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Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— Exactly.  Some 
leading  members  of  the  Orange  institution 
said  the  same  thing,  and  invited  me  to  ap- 
peal,  and  1  replied  that  I  would  not  appeal, 
as  1  did  not  want  to  belong  to  them  any 
longer.  Since  my  election  to  a  representa- 
tive position  I  have  acknowledged  neither 
one  party  nor  the  other.  I  wa.s  elected 
on  the  Labour  platform,  and  it  is  my  poli- 
tical duty  to  give  effect  to  it.  I  know  no 
creeds  either  on  one  side  or  the  other. 
I  claim  for  myself  the  right  to  worship 
whore  I  choose,  and  I  am  prepared  to  allow 
that  liberty  to  any  one  who  holds  different 
views.  I  feel  no  bitterness  towards  any 
man  because  he  does  not  belong  to  the  same 
church  as  I  do,  and  I  hope  that  he  cherishes 
no  such  feeling  against  me. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — The  honorable  member  is 
not  asked  to  do  so  by  the  Orange  institu- 
tion. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— No.  I  was  not 
when  I  joined  the  institution,  l  *Jt  un- 
fortunately it  includes  a  number  of  men 
whom  one  cannot  please  unless  he  is  bitter 
against  other  men. 

Mr.  WiLKs. — The  honorable  member  is 
not  asked  to  do  what  he  is  stating. 

Mr.  J.  H,  CATTS.— It  is  not  what 
one  is  asked  to  do,  but  what  is  actually 
done.  Fr<Mn  the  honorable  member's 
statement  it  might  have  appeared  that 
I  wi.shod  to  introduce  the  question 
of  one  man's  religion  against  another 
man's  into  the  Lab«jr  movement.  That 
I  have  always  refused  to  do.  I  do  not 
seek  sumwrt'  on  any  other  than  political 
or  ethical  grounds.  '  If  a  man  is  suffering 
in  any  way  he  should  have  a  remedy,  and 
should  not  be  pitted  against  another  man 
because  of  his  religion. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — The  honorable  member 
knows  by  his  own  ejiperience  that  it  is  not 
dcHie. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— T  know  that  the 
Chairman  of  the  Importers'  Association  of 
Xew  South  Wales  was  selected  on  behalf 
of  the  Reid-Cook  Party  as  a  candidate 
against  me.  I  also  know  that  he  had  the 
facial  indorsement  of  the  Orange  institu- 
tion, and  that  he  is  not  regarded  as  a 
Democrat.  I  know  that  he  sought  sup- 
port from  working  men ,  and  I  know 
that  working  men  in  my  constituency 
were  asked,  to  vote  against  Labour 
proposals,  against  the  nationalization 
of  monopolies  and  other  things  which  if 
nationalized  would  confer  a  benefit  upon 
them — not  on  the  ground  that  the  nationali- 
zation  of  mmopolies  was  a  good  thing  m 


a  bad  thing,  but  on  the  ground  that  one 
man  went  to  one  church  and  another  man 
Ment  to  another  churcii.  I  have  refused 
to  associate  these  questions  with  the  reme- 
dies for  the  troubles  under  which  working 
men  are  suffering.  I  intend  to  continue 
to  pursue  that  course.  Unfounded  state- 
ments have  been  made  as  to  church  in- 
fluences, sporting  influences,-  gambling  in- 
fluences, and  vested  interests  of  various 
kinds.  I  for  one  will  withstand  any  in- 
fluence of  this  description,  whether  it  comes 
from  one  section  or  from  another.  I  am 
endeavouring  to  do  justice  to  the  masses, 
no  matter  what  side  they  belcMig  to,  and  to 
do  my  best  to  give  effect  to  fhe  policy  I  was 
sent  here  to  carry  out — to  place  the  Labour 
platform  on  the  statute-book  of  Australia. 

Mr.  TUDOR  (Yarra— Minister  of  Trade 
and  Customs)  [5.3]. — It  was  not  my  inten- 
tion to  speak  in  this  debate ;  in  fact,  I 
understood  when  we  met  this  morning  that 
in  all  probability  we  would  adjourn  in 
about  five  minutes,  but  I  desire  to  reply  to 
some  remarks  made  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Maribyrnong,  criticising  the  method 
of  selection  by  a  party  which  he  says  he 
has  never  belonged  to.  Apparently,  per- 
sons who  are  outside  an  organizatitwi  pro- 
fess to  know  more  about  it  than  those  who 
are  inside  it.  Any  person  in  the  com- 
munity can  join  the  Labour  organization, 
and  after  the  expiration  of  three  months  in 
some  States  and  of  a  longer  period  in  other 
States — it  is  just  according  to  the  rules  of 
the  various  States — ^he  can  vote  in  the  selec- 
tion of  all  candidates.  That  is  the  method 
of  selection  in  our  party.  Now,  what  is 
the  method  of  selection  in  the  party  led  bv 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition  ?  Let  me  go 
back  to  the  last  election,  when  there  was  a 
selection  for  the  neighbouring  constituency 
of  Batman,  and  its  preswit  representative 
decided  to  stand  for  election.  A  d^uta- 
tion  from  the  first  meeting  came  up  and 
waited  upon  the  honotrable  member  for 
Bourke  in  his  room,  and  were  told  that  the 
candidate,  Mr,  Coon,  would  have  to  sign 
a  pledge  that  he  would  stand  down  if  he 
was  not  selected  by  them — an  organizaticm 
of  two  or^three  persons. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — That  is  absolutelv 
inCOTrect. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— And,  what  is  more.  I 
have  seen  a  letter  in  the  honorable  mem- 
ber's handwriting  which  I  do  not  think  he 
will  deny,  to  Mr.  Hodges,  who  proposed 
to  stand  as  a  candidate  ^r  Mernda,  and 
in  which  it  is  stg^elll?ij<a^le  agreed 
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in  writing  to  abide  by  the  selection  of  the 
Ministry  or  the  committee  that  was  fOTined, 
he  would  have  to  stand  down.  Does  the 
honorable  member  deny  that? 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — Let  the  hcmorable 
member  bring  the  letter  and  we  will  see. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— The  honorable  member 
knows  that  he  cannot  deny  that,  and  I  can 
bring  men  who  w^  present  at  the  depu- 
tation which  waited  on  him  in  connexkm 
with  the  selection  of  a  Liberal  candidate 
for  Batman.  The  honorable  member 
for  Maribyrncmg  talked  about  perstms 
having  the  audacitv  to  stand  up  here  and 
speak  about  the  method  of  selection  bv  the 
Labour  organization,  where  everv  member 
can  take  part  in  the  work.  What  about  the 
method  of  selection  bv  two  or  three  persons? 

Mr.  Mauger. — I  offered  no  objection  to 
the  selection.    That  is  not  the  pcrint. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— That  is  the  objection 
which  the  honorable  member  and  those  of 
his  partv  have  all  along  urged  against  the 
labcHir  organization. 

Mr.  HuuE  Cook.— I  have  a  press  copy 
of  the  letter  to  which  the  honorable  mem- 
ber has  referred. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— The  press  copy  of  the 
letter  sent  to  Mr.  Hodges,  who  proposed  to 
stand  for  Mernda,  and  afterwards  stood 
for  Koovong?  I  am  not  sure  that  the  ori- 
ginal is  not  in  mv  jjossession.  It  is  useful 
to  keep  letters  like  that,  which  show  that 
the  candidates  of  the  Liberal  Partv  were 
selected  bv  a  committee  of  two  or  three 
which  was  self-ap^inted.  no  one  having  an 
(^portunity  to  criticise  the  manner  in  which 
its  duties  were  performed. 

Mr.  Mauger. — There  is  no  comparison 
between  the  two  methods. 

Mr.  TUDOR. — The  honorable  member  is 
right :  there  is  no  ccanparison. 

Mr.  Mauger.— We  do  not  ask  candidates 
to  pledge  themselves. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— I  think  that  the  honor- 
able member  for  Ballarat  was  chairman  of 
the  committee.  No  one  knows  whether  it 
was  a  committee  of  two  or  three,  or  of 
more.  At  any  rate,  no  outsider  had  any 
"  say  "  in  the  appointment  of  its  members. 
The  Labour  organizaticm  requires  intend- 
ing candidates  to  submit  their  names  for 
selecti(xi.  A  man  who  is  not  selected  can- 
not carry  the  labour  flag. 

Mr.  Deakin. — The  orjEanization  says 
that  he  never  shall. 

Mr.  Eatchelor. — No;  the  decision  is 
for  one  election  only. 


Mr.  TUDOR. — Honorable  members  of 
the  Liberal  Party  also  require  its  candi- 
dates to  submit  themselves  for  selection. 
The  honorable  member  for  Batman  knows 
this  to  be  correct.  I  saw  him  walking  up 
and  down  outside  this  building  while  his 
oHnmittee  were  inside  deliberating  as  to 
his  selection,  and  the  honorable  member 
for  Bourke  said  on  that  occasion,  "We  do 
not  know  yet.  Mr.  Higgins  is  a  member 
of  our  party,  and  you  will  not  be  allowed 
to  oppose  him."  The  deputation  frcun  the 
h<HiorabIe  member  was  told  that  he  could 
not  even  submit  himself  as  a  Liberal  candi- 
date for  selection  unless  Mr.  Higgins  was 
made  a  Justice  of  the  Higli  Ci'urt,  it  being 
the  wish  of  the  Ministry  of  the  day  that  Mr. 
Higgins  should  not  be  opposed.  The  hon- 
orable member  for  Batman  had  to  sign  a 
promise  that  he  would  not  stand  for  the 
position,  in  order  to  become  eligible  for 
selection  by  the  ccmimittee. 

^^r.     Batchelor. — So    he    signed  a 

pledge  I 

Mr.  TUDOR.— Ves,  that  is  so,  acair.l- 
ing  to  the  statements  of  those  who  were 
present  at  the  meeting. 

Mr.  Mauger. — Nothing  of  the  kind. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— ilr.  Hodges  had  to  do 

so. 

Mr.  Mauger. — Mr.  Hodges  did  nothing 
uf  the  kind. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— The  honorable  member 
for  Batman  will  not  deny  that  he  signed 
a  labour  pledge.    I  know  that  he  did  so 

on  more  than  one  occasion.  He  ran  for  a 
s(Mt  in  the  Collingwood  Council  without 
U-ing  selected  to  represent  labour,  and 
cliil  not  set  in  ;  but  when  he  put  up  next 
time.  .IS  a  pledged  l.ihour  man,  he  got  in. 
He  signed  to  run  as  a  labour  candidate  for 
Batman,  but,  at  that  time,  the  Labour  Partv 
did  not  take  the  action  which  the  honor- 
able member  thought  it  should  take.  I 
should  not  have  risen.  howe\'er,  had  it  not 
Ijeen  for  the  statements  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Maribyrnong  regarding  the  new 
protection.  Incidentallv  I  have  shown  that 
these  "pure  merinoes."  who  sav  that 
thov  will  not  have  anything  to  do  with 
selection  as  it  is  pradised  bv  the  Labour 
organization,  compel  the  candidates  of  their 
partv  to  submit  themselves  for  selection  by 
committees  not  one-tenth  as  large  as  those 
of  the  Labour  Partv. 

Mr.  Mauger. — We  have  urged  no  objec- 
tion to  the  system  of  selecting  candidates. 
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Mr.  HincE  Cook. — Has  a  Ministry  no 
xiRht  to  say  who  shall  put  up  as  its  sup- 
porters? 

Mr.  TUDOR.— Only  under  a  Tammany 
orj{anizati(».  The  hcmorable  member  has 
not  yet  replied  to  the  challenge  which  ap- 
peared in  the  Herald  the  other  night. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook.. — I  have  replied,  but 
my  letter  has  not  been  published. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— The  Tammany  organiza- 
ti(Hi  is  a  self-appointed  committee  like  this 
of  the  Liberal  Part}',  with  a  '"  Ixms,"  who 
runs  things  as  he  pleases. 

Mr.  King  O'Malley— The  "boss"  of 
Tammany  is  picked  by  the  outside  ooundls. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— But  outsiders  have  no 
"  say  "  in  the  matter.  The  hoDOTsble 
member  for  Maribyrnong  said  that  these 
things  happened  before  I  came  to  Austra- 
lia, forgetting,  or  perhaps  not  knowing,  that 
I  was  born  here.  I  may  have  been  absent 
in  America  or  England  when  he  stood  as  a 
Labour  candidate  under  the  organizaticxi 
which  preceded  the  presoit  Labour  organi- 
zation. 

Mr.  Mauger. — I  was  not  then  asked  fw 
a  pledge  of  any  descripticsi. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— Those  who  determined 
that  a  pledge  must  be  required  of  Labour 
candidates  built  a  lot  better  than  they  knew, 
as  the  events  of  the  last  few  days  have 
shown.  Can  the  honorable  member  say 
that  he  has  remained  true  to  his  election 
pledges,  whilst  sitting  beside  the  honorable 
member  for  Flinders?  One  of  them  must 
have  broken  his  electicMi  pledf^,  unless 
the  honorable  member  for  Flinders  has 
come  along  marvellously. 

Mr.  Mauger. — I  hope  that  he  has. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— So  do  I;  but  .the  honor- 
able member  does  not  beliero  that  he  has. 
Can  they  remain  true  to  their  pledges  and 
Mt  side  oy  side,  banded  together  solely  to 
turn  the  Labour  Party  out  of  office  ?  Those 
who  framed  the  Labour  <wganizati<m  did 
better  work  than  they  anticioated  when  they 
decided  that  written  pledges  should  be  re- 
quired from  candidates  on  the  platform 
which  they  should  support  if  they  were 
elected,  and  that  meetings  of  the  party 
should  decide  what  action  should  be  taken 
bv  it  on  any  ptank  of  the  platform.  The 
honorable  monber  for  Maribyrnong  was 
elected  as  a  protecti<xiist,  and  so  was  the 
honorable  member  for  Grampians.  Both 
were  chosen  by  the  same  newspaper. 

Air.  AIauger. — I  was  not  chosen  by  the 
newspaper. 

Mr.  TUDOR. — The  honorable  member 

as  on  the  ticket  of  a  newspaper  as  a  pro- 


tectionist, and  so  was  the  htHxvable  mem- 
ber f<»:  Grampians;  but  I  was  not,  as  I 
was  supposed  to  be  weak  on  the  questkM  of 
protecticHi,  though  I  leave  it  to  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Bourke  to  say  who  gave 
more  votes  for  protection  when  the  Tariff 
was  under  consideration,  the  hnxvable 
member  for  Grampians  or  myself.  There 
is  some  doubt  as  to  who  invented  ^e  phrase 
"  new  protection,"  but  the  honco-able 
member  for  Maribyrnong  claims  that  his 
party  originated  the  ideas  which  it  covers. 
If  so,  why  did  they  take  no  steps  to  give 
effect  to  them,  action  being  first  taten  in 
that  direction  by  Senator  Pearoe? 

Mr.  Mauger. — The  introductiwi  of 
Wages  Boards  was  a  much  earlier  applica- 
tion of  new  protection. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— Does  the  honorable  mem- 
ber sav  that  Wages  Boards  are  the  begin- 
ning and  end  of  the  new  protection  prin- 
ciple? Will  he  not  say  that  new  protec- 
tion means  the  providing,  by  means  of  an 
Act  of  Parliament,  that  the  employers  in 
protected  trades  shall  be  oxopelled  to  pay 
fair  wages  to  dieir  wmkmen  ?  Does  be  say 
that  in  all  protected  industries  fair  wages 
are  paid  to-day  under  the  Wages  Boards? 

Mr.  Mauger. ^ — It  does  not  matter  about 
the  instrument,  so  long  as  we  accomplish 
the  object. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— Of  course,  I  admit  

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — Nothing  has  been 

more  successful  than  the  Wages  Boards. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— The  honorable  member 
has  never  sat  as  a  delegate  on  a  Wages 
Board,  or  he  would  know  that  one  delegate 
after  another  has  been  dismissed.  As  the 
honorable  member  for  Maribyrnong  is 
aware,  every  representative  of  the  first 
Butchers  Wag^  Board  was  dismissed  for 
taking  part.- 

Mr.  Mauger. — That  was  an  ezoepticxial 
case. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — And  we  deplore  it 
as  much  as  any  one. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— Wliat  guarantee  is  there 
that  these  men  shall  have  any  iHotection 
from  their  employers  ? 

Mr.  HtTME  Cook. — I  say  that  so  far, 
the  Wages  Boards  are  the  most  successful  of 
any  gortion  of  the  new  protection. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— And  I  say  that  the 
Wages  Boards  do  not  touch  the  fringe  of 
the  new  protection  ;  and  after  all,  I  spe.tk 
with  as  much  knowledge  of  the  industrial 

conditions  of  the  cat^u@5r)0Q<|^ 
honorable  member.  o 
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Mr.  Hume  Cook. — But  not  more;  I 
served  my  time  to  a  trade,  and  that  is,  per- 
haps, what  the  Minister  of  Customs  never 
did. 

Mr.  TUDOR. — I  say  that  the  first  dis- 
tinctive step,  so  far  as  this  Parliament  was 
concerned,  in  connexion  with  new  protection, 
was  taken  by  a  member  of  the  Labour 
Party ;  that  the  second  was  taken  by  Sena- 
tot  Findley  in  regard  to  an  Excise  duty 
on  spirits ;  and  that  the  third  was  taken  by 
the  present  Prime  Minister  and  the  Minister 
of  External  Affairs  in  connexion  with  the 
Harv«t»  Excise.  I  remember  that  when 
the  honorable  member  for  Maranoa  a^ed 
either  the  hwiorable  member  for  Ballarat, 
as  Prime  Minister,  or  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Hume,  as  Minister  of  Customs, 
whether  there  would  be  introduced  Excise 
provisiois  so  far  as  the  workers  were  con- 
cerned, the  honorable  member  for  Bourke 
exclaimed,  "What,  make  our  people  here  pay 
and  allow  the  importers  to  go  scot  free?  " 
Does  the  honorable  member  for  Bourke 
not  remember  asking  the  question  in  op- 
position to  the  new  protection  ? 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — I  do  not  know  any- 
thing about  it. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— But  the  honorable  mem- 
ber cannot  deny  my  statem«rt. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — I  do  not  know  any- 
thing at  all  about  it. 

Mr.  TUDOR. — ^The  honorable  member's 
words  can  be  found  in  Hansard.  When 
the  honorable  member  for  Maribyrnong  was 
speaking,  abcHit  what  I  do  not  remranber, 
just  now,  I  interiected,  "  Like  you  did 
the  Telegraph  Bill."  The  honorable  mem- 
ber few  Ballarat  will  remember  that  a.  Bill 
was  introduced  making  some  alteratiOT  in 
tHe  tel^aph  rates,  and  that  at  that  time 
the  use  of  telephones  for  betting  purposes 
had  been  pn^ibited — a  course  to  which  I 
do  not  cfcject.  But  when  some  of  us  ex- 
pressed a  desire  to  have  a  proviaon  in  the 
Bill  then  before  the  House,  prohibiting  the 
use  of  telegraphs  for  the  same  purpose,  the 
Government  dropped  the  Bill,  and  it  has 
not  been  heard  of  from  that  day  to  this.  I 
do  not  think  that  the  honorable  member  for 
Maribyrnong  was  Postmaster-General  at  the 
time. 

Mr.  Mauger. — I  know  nothmg  of  the 
matter,  and  never  heard  of  it  imtil  now. 

Mr.  TUDOR. — I  think  it  was  when  the 
honorable  member  for  Eden-Monaro  was 
Postmaster-General ;  but,  at  any  rate,  the 
honorable  member  for  Maribyrnong  was  a 
member  of  the  Ministry. 


Mr.  Mauger. — No ;  it  was  previous  to 
my  beccHning  a  member  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— But  the  honorable  mem- 
ber remembers  the  occurrence  ? 

Mr.  Mauger.— No ;  as  I  said  before, 
this  is  the  first  time  I  have  heard  of  it. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— At  any  rate,  the  Bill  was 
dropped,  and  I  remember  the  occasion  very 
well,  because  I  was  one  who  voted  for  plac- 
ing the  telegraphs  and  telephones  on  the 
same  basis  in  this  connexion.  I  should  not 
have  spoken  in  this  debate,  but  for  the  re- 
marks made  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Maribyrnong  in  regard  to  the  method  of 
selection  of  our  party.  I  desire  to  place 
on  record  what  I  know  of  the  method  of 
the  Labour  Party  and  that  of  the  party  to 
which  the  honorable  member  belongs ;  and 
I  ccHitend  that  our  method  is  infinitely  more 
democratic,  and  results  in  a  better  expres- 
sion of  opinion  by  the  people. 

Mr.  COON  (Batman)  [5.21].— As  the 
Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs  has  men' 
tioned  my  name,  I  desire  to  say  that  at  no 
time  did  I  sign  any  document  to  the  effect 
that  I  would  "  stand  down  "  at  the  last 
election  if  not  selected. 

Mr.  Tudor. — I  did  not  say  the  hon- 
<M:able  member  did. 

Mr.  COON.— The  Minister  said  that  1 
signed  a  document  to  the  effect  that,  in  Ibe 
event  of  my  being  selected  by  the  Minis- 
try, I  would  "  stand  down  " ;  and  I  have  to 
say  that  I  was  never  asked  to  sign,  and  never 
did  sign,  any  such  docimient  presented  by 
the  Ministry,  or  any  other  body  or  person. 
The  honorable  gentleman  also  said  that,  at 
one  time,  I  stood  as  a  candidate  for  the 
CoUingwood  City  Council,  as  one  not  a 
Labour  man,  and  was  defeated ;  but  that, 
on  the  second  occasion,  when  I  signed  the 
platform  of  the  Labour  Party,  I  was  re- 
turned. Let  me  tell  the  Minister  that  I 
never  signed  the  platform. 

Mr.  Totor. — Did  the  honorable  mem- 
ber never  s^  the  Labour  pledge  ? 

Mr.  COON. — No;  not  as  a  Labour  can- 
didate for  the  CoUingwood  Council ;  and, 
if  he  can  produce  any  pledge  that  I  have 

signed,  I  am  prepared  

Mr.  Tudor. — To  resign  ? 
Mr.  COON. — Yes,  to  resign  straight 
away.  I  was  never  asked  to  sign  the  plat- 
form, and  I  never  announced  myself  as  a 
Labour  candidate  for  the  council.  If  the 
honorable  member  can  produce  any  docu- 
ment showing  that  I  was  a  Labour  candi- 
date, I  shall  take  the  sfSRj^bate  stated 
What  does  the  W^i^^StlglEi  de^ 
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to  infer?  The  very  gentleman,  Mr.  Ed- 
ward Lewis,  who  waited  on  the  Government 
in  regard  to  my  selection,  is  now  a  repre- 
sentative at  the  Trades  Hall.    He  attended 

as  a  delegate  at  the  confefence,  and  came 
to  the  Minister  asking  for  support,  heading 
the  deputation ;  and  he  is  the  president  of 
the  league.  Is  that  the  gentleman  who 
gave  the  Minister  the  information  that  I 
was  asked  to  sign  the  platform? 

Mr.  Tudor. — No;  it  is  another  gentle- 
man. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts. — How  does  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Batman  like  his  present 
company  ? 

Mr.  COON.— I  am  in  the  right  company, 
behind  the  gentleman  I  was  sent  here  to 
support.    Ought  I  to  be  on  the  other  »de? 

Mi.  Thomas. — No. 

Mr.  COON.— The  honorable  member  says 
"No,"  and  I  shall  try  to  prove  that  there 
is  good  reason  for  my  not  being  there. 
There  is  a  party  in  power  to-day  without 
any  fiscal  policv.  The  present  Prime  Min- 
ister, in  October  last,  boasted  that  his 
party  was  the  only  party  that  came  into  the 
House  without  a  fiscal  belief. 

Mr.  'J.  H.  Catts. — We  are,  every  man 
of  us.  pledged  to  new  protection. 

Mr.  COON.— I  have  stated  what  the 
Prime  Minister  said  in  October.  When  I 
asked  the  Prime  Minister  in  this  House,  to 
declare  the  policy  of  the  Government  on 
the  fiscal  question,  he  said  he  would  do  so 
at  the  proper  time.  The  proper  time  was 
at  Gvmpie;  but  what  he  said  there  was 
that,  rightly  or  wrongly,  the  Federal  Par- 
liament had  declared  for  protection,  and 
that,  so  far  as  his  Ministry  were  con<»rned, 
they  had  not  declared  for  protection  at 
all.  Why  should  I  sit  behind  a  Ministry 
ccwnposed  of  fiscal  atheists?  I  was  not 
sent  here  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Thomas.— No  one  that  I  know  of  is 
complaining  that  the  honorable  member 
does  not  sat  behind  the  Ministry, 

Mr.  COON. — The  honorabFe  member  for 
Barrier,  when  the  proposed  duties  on  min- 
ing machinery  were  before  us,  made  a 
strong  plea  for  the  poor  shareholders  in 
the  Broken  Hill  mines,  declaring  that  if 
thev  were  imposed  they  would  not  be  able 
to  pay  their  calls. 

Mr.  Thomas. — And  the  honorable  mem- 
ber is  now  sitting  behind  the  hwiorable 
member  for'  Kooyong,  Mr.  Knox. 

Mr.  COON. — No,  I  am  sitting  behind 
^Jl^e  honorable  member  for  Ballarat,  whran 
honorable  member  for  Darwin  has 


described  as  the  natural  Prime  Minister  of 
Australia.  I  am  asked  to  support  a  Minis- 
try, the  members  of  which  might  do  as  they 
pleased  with  the  Tariff,  as  evidenced  by 
the  fact  that  the  honorable  member  fot 
Cook  took  twenty-four  hours  to  make  up 
his  mind  whether  he  should  vote  for  a  cer- 
tain duty,  and  finally  voted  for  its  reduc- 
tion. The  Attorney- General  daring  this 
debate  has  made  an  attack  upon  the  present 
leader  of  the  Opposition.  Only  a  few  weeks 
ago  I  heard  the  honorable  member  deliver 
at  Randwick  a  speech,  in  which  he  de- 
clared that  between  the  Deakin  party  and 
his  own  there  was  ever}  thing  in  common. 
To-day  we  are  told  that  they  have  nothing, 
in  common,  and,  according  to  the  honor- 
able member,  there  is  nothing  too  bad  to 
be  said  of  the  leader  of  the  Opposition. 
Why  this  sudden  change?  Speaking  at 
Randwick  the  Attorney- General  declared 
that  the  honorable  member  for  Ballarat 
and  his  party  would  net  go  back  on  the 
Labour  Ministry ;  but  on  the  very  night 
that  he  made  that  statement  a  member  of 
the  Deakin  party  had  thirteen  Labour  can- 
didates n(»ninated  in  opposition  to  him. 
Is  it  reasonable  to  expect  an  hmiorable 
member  in  such  circumstances  to  stand 
the  party  ?  I  am  expected  to  be  loyal  to 
the  present  Government,  but  I  am  loyal  to 
my  constituents,  and  to  them  alone.  I  am 
here  to  assist  in  passing  legislation  that  T 
believe  will  be  in  the  best  interests  of  the 
people.  Is  it  Reasonable  that  I  should  be 
asked  to  support  a  Ministry  composed  of 
free-traders  such  as  the  Attorney-General, 
the  Minister  of  Home  Affairs,  the  Pc«t- 
master-General,  the  Minister  of  Defence, 
and  also  the  Minister  of  External  Affairs? 
Honorable  members  may  smile  when  I 
refer  in  this  way  to  the  fttinister  of  Ex- 
ternal Affairs,  but  I  \-enture  to  say  that  rfn 
examination  of  the  records  will  show  that 
when  the  Tariff  was  before  us  he  voted  for 
free-trade  more  often  than  he  voted  for  pro- 
tection. Did  not  the  honorary  Minister 
charge  his  own  party  with  having  changed 
a  protectionist  Tariff,  as  introduced  by  the 
Deakin  Ministry,  into  a  re\-enue  Tariff? 
That  being  so,  what  does  he  now  propose 
to  do?  The  Prime  "Minister  has  said  no- 
thing as  to  the  intentions  of  the  Govern- 
ment regarding  the  fiscal  questirai.  He  has 
not  fulfilled  his  promise  to  make  a  state- 
ment in  that  regard,  and  T  should  like  him 
now  to  say  whether  the  Rfinistry  have  de- 
cided to  adopt  a  protectionist  or  a  free- 
trade  policy.  I  an^dfepfe^^qgJEort  the 
policy  of  protectiOT.  ^ 
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Mr.  Webster. — The  honorable  member 
will  hjve  a  great  chance  over  there. 

Mr.  COON.— I  think  that  I  shall  have 
a  far  better  chance  of  doing  so  behind  a 
protectionist  leader  than  i  should  have  if  I 
>at  beiiind  a  fiscal  atheist  That  being  so, 
i  make  no  apology  for  the  vote  I  gave  yes- 
lerday.  It  was  in  accordance  with  my 
pledges,  and  I  do  not  doubt  that  the  future 
of  Australia  will  be  perfectly  safe  if  in- 
trusted to  the  honorable  member  who  I  be- 
lieve in  the  very  near  future  will  occupy 
V..T  fxxsition  of  Prime  Minister. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LVXL  (Hume)  [5.31].^ 
i  wish  to  make  a  persCMial  explanation. 
The  right  honorable  member  for  Swan  a 
few  minutes  ago  introduced  the  name  of  the 
I  nder-Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  in  his 
t.iort  to  refute  an  assertim  I  had  made  re- 
garding the  burning  of  some  copies  of  a 
Itankitig  Bill.  I  have  visited  the  Treasury 
.ind  have  seen  tlw  Under-Secretary,  who 
s.fys  that  he  is  not  certain  whether  the 
right  honorable  member  on  the  occasion  re- 
ferred to  gave  an  instructicm  that  the  docu- 
iinrnis  should  be  "  burnt."  but  that  an  in- 
duction was  certainly  given  to  suppress 
them.  He  remembers  that  I  directed  that 
they  should  not  be  destroyed,  but  that  one 
or  two  copies  should  be  sent  to  me.  There  is 
;t  memorandum  on  the  file  that  one  copy,  if 
not  two.  should  be  forwarded  to  me.  The 
Under-Secretary  to  the  Treasury  suggested 
to  me»  he  says,  that  the  documents  should 
not  be  destrc^-ed.  and  he  put  th«n  together 
and  depoated  them  in  the  strong  room, 
where  they  have  since  remained.  He  sup- 
ports my  statement,  in  so  far  as  he  says 
that  the  documents  were  to  be  suppressed. 
I  said  that  I  was  present  when  I  heard  the 
iastructiwi  given  that  they  should  be 
burnt,  but  the  Under-Secretary  is  not  pre- 
pared to  say  whether  the  word  "burnt"  was 
acttially  used,  although  he  knows  that  they 
were  to  be  suppressed. 

Mr.  MATHEWS  (Melbourne  Ports) 
[5-33]- — So  much  has  been  said  regarding 
the  taking  of  a  pledge  that  one  would 
nlmost  think  it  a  crime  to  take  one.  Is 
there  anv  Rechabite  who  so  regards  the 
tnking  of  the  pledge  of  his  order?  I  am 
proud  of  the  pledge  I  have  taken,  and,  al- 
though I  regret  to  have  to  make  any  per- 
sonal references.  I  wish  to  ask  the  honorable 
member  for  Batman  if  it  is  not  a  fact  that 
during  his  membership  of  the  Labour  Party 
he  signed  a  pledge.  The  bonwable  mem- 
ber does  not  reply,  and  I  do  not  wish  to 
press  him  for  an  answer.  The  honorable 
member  for  Maritwmong  said  that  his 


objection  to  our  system  of  selection  is  that  a 
candidate  has  to  sign  a  pledge  that  if  he  is 
not  selected  he  will  n<jt  oppose  the  selected 
candidate. 

Mr.  Mauger. — My  objection  is  that  a 
man  who  has  held  office  as  a  Minister — 
who  has  been  elected  by  thousands  of 
people-— must,  before  he  goes  back  to  the 
people,  run  the  gauntlet  of  a  clique,  a 
machine,  or  a  small  bodv  of  men. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— l  would  ask  the 
honorable  member  to  point  to  one  member 
of  the  Labour  Party  who  has  lost  his  seat 
at  ihe  selection  of  candidates. 

Mr.  Mauger. — Yes;  I  could  give  the 
honorable  member  the  name  privately. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— I  have  been  in  the 
Labour  movement  for  years,  and  have  nevtr 
knou'n  a  man  yet  who  held  a  seat  and  lo^t 
it  at  the  selection  of  candidates.  I  know 
of  one  man  who  held  two-fifths  of  a  seat, 
but  lost  it  to  another  man  who  represented 
jmrtion  of  .inother  electorate. 

•Mr.  Hume  Cook.—  I  could  give  the  hon- 
orable member  more  than  one  instance  in 
Victoria. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— It  would  be  news  to 
me.  Many  honorable  members  have  made 
a  lot  out  of  the  statement  that  the  gre;it 
protectionist  movement  and  the  Tariff  are 
in  danger,  but  I  believe  there  are  enougii 
protectionists  in  the  House  to  insure  the 
safety  of  protection,  and  that  we  have 
enough  protectionists  even  to  increase  the 
Tariff  when  we  get  an  opportunity.  There 
are  also  men  who  came  into  the  House  as 
free-traders,  but  who  have  admitted  pub- 
licly and  privately  that  the  fiscal  issue 
dead,  and  that  protection  is  the  accepted 
and  established  policy  of  Australia.  Tlic 
Argus  newspaper  itself  has  admitted  it, 
that  I  have  no  fear  on  that  score,  what- 
ever Ministry  is  formed.  But  what  I  do 
fear  from  what  is  taking  place  now  is  thnt 
the  democracy  of  Australia  will  be  in  dan- 
ger when  the  fusion  party  come  over  from 
the  other  side  to  take  the  Treasury  bench. 
I  ask  honorable  members  to  recall  the 
splendid  leading  article  that  appeared  in 
the  A^e  of  the  15th  of  this  month,  warn- 
ing the  honorable  member  for  Ballarat  that 
the  course  he  was  pursuing  was  a 
treacherous  course  to  the  democracy,  an<l 
that  he  would  not  be  able  to  perpetrate 
what  he  was  endeavouring  to  do,  because 
such  sturdy  democrats  as  the  honorable 
memjber  for  Maribymong,  the  honorable 
member  for  Bourke,  the (tonorabJf member 
for  Gippsland,  WMdrMMSSer  for 
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Batman,  the  honorable  member  for  Hume, 
the  hwiorable  member  for  I^aanecoorie,  and 
the  honorable  member  for  Riverina,  would 
prevent  him  from  selling  the  democracy  to 
the  crusted  Ccmservatives  in  the  corner. 

Mr.  Deakin. — ^That  was  when   I  pro- 
posed to  stand  out. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— A  short  fortnight 
ago,  the  Age  uttered  that  warning,  and 
more  than  a  warning,  to  the  honorable 
member  for  Ballarat,  yet  in  the  Age  of  yes- 
terday we  saw  the  names  of  the  ne*  Lib^al 
Cabinet,  and  the  new  Liberal  Party.  In 
that  new  party,  arrayed  beside  the  honor- 
able member  for  Ballarat,  and  the  honor- 
able member  for  Maribymong,  were  the 
honorable  members  for  Parramatta, 
Bffldigo — a  great  democrat — and  Fawkner 
— a  gentl«nan  who  makes  no  pretence  of 
democracy,  and  who  is  chairman  of  the 
most  conservative  organization  in  Aus- 
tralia, the  Employers'  Federation.  I  ask 
the  democrats  of  Australia,  much  as  they 
admire  the  honorable  member  for  Fawkner, 
as  an  individual,  whether  they  expect  one 
atom  of  democratic  feeling  or  action  from 
him.  I  would  ask  the  members  of  the  late 
Deakin  party,  as  they  were  known  then, 
particularly  the  honorable  members  for 
Maribymcmg,  Bourke,  Batman,  and  Laane- 
coorie,  whether  they  dare  go  befwe  their 
constituents,  and  say  that  they  are  one  and 
a|l  united  with  the  hcmorable  member  for 
Flinders.  Those  four  honorable  members 
will  look  well  in  the  eves  of  the  democrats 
of  their  constituencies  sitting  cheek  bv  jowl 
with  the  honorable  members  for  Flinders, 
Grampians.  Corangamite,  Echuca,  Ben- 
digo,  Koovoncr,  Fawkner.  and  Indi — all 
grand  democrats  in  the  new  Liberal  Party. 
I  have  hundreds  of  times  stated  on  the 
platform  that  thiere  was  no  real  difference 
— and  I  have  been  taken  to  task  for  it  by 
friends  of  honorable  members  sitting  oppo- 
site— between  the  honorable  members  for 
Maribyrnong  and  Bourke'.  for  instance,  and 
the  honorable  member  for  Flinders,  be- 
cause, while  thev  wern  not  pledged  to  sup- 
port democratic  legislation,  the  time  would 
rnme  when  they  would  get  away  from  it. 
They  have  pro\ed  the  truth  of  our  asser- 
ti<Mi.  I  have  heard  of  missionaries  going 
to  the  SolcHnon  Islands  to  be  eaten,  or  to 
China  to  be  killed,  and  I  suppose  those 
honorable  members  have  gone  as  mission - 
^aries  into  the  ranks  of  the  Conservatives 

'th  a  strong   determination   to  convert 
se  gentlemen  to  democracy.    T  can  say 


with  perfect  truth   that   the  Opposition 
corner  and  the  Opposition  itself,  before  tiw 
remnant  of  the  Deakin  party  joined  it,  did 
not  contain  one  monber  with  a  shred  of  de- 
mocracy about  him.    In  spite  of  all  that 
the  sturdv  democrats  enumerated  by  the 
Age,  on  the  15th  inst.,  can  do,  and  in  spite 
of  the  smiling  face  that  they  put  upon  the 
position  which  they   are  now  occupying, 
they  know  well  that  they  axe  no  more  at 
home  over  th«e  than  I  would  be.  The 
present  situation  has  been  brought  about  be- 
cause the  Labour  organization  has  openly  ad- 
mitted that  it  will  nominate  pledged  Labour 
men  against  those  honorable  members.  But 
this  is  not  the  first  time  that  that  has  been 
done.    It  was  done  at  the  last  election. 
The  fight  was  fought,  and  some  won,  and 
some  lost.    But  when  the  House  met,  there 
was  no  embittered  feeling  on  the  part  of 
Labour  members  towards  the  members  of 
the  Deakui  party.    Although  we  had  been 
engaged  in  strife  at  the  electiMis,  almost 
immediately  after  we  met  here  we  got  into 
one  line  of  action.    Str<Migly  as  the  hon- 
orable  members   who  ha\-e  crossed  the 
floor  have  fought  the  Labour  movement  in 
the  past,  and  succeeded,   thev  never  yet 
made  such  a  mistake,  and  never  played  so 
much    into    our    hands    as    they  have 
now     done     by     going    over     to  the 
other  side.     As  surely  as  we  stand  here 
to-day,    their    action    will    redound  to 
the  benefit    otf    the    Labour  mo\-ement. 
I  believe  that  the  influence  of  the  Opposi- 
tion Corner  Party  will  be  detrimental  to 
the  genuine  democrats  who  are  supporting- 
the  hoKM-able  m«nber  for  Ballarat.  Their 
influence  will   more  than  counterbalance 
that  of  the  democratic  members  in  formu- 
lating the  policy  of  the  incoming  Govern- 
ment.     No  doubt  the  members  of  the 
Comer    Partv   believe   that   their  policy 
would  be  best  for  the  country.    I  believe 
fimily  that  they  think  that  it  is  to  the  in- 
terest of  Australia  that  a  few  should  be 
better  off^  than  the  many.    It  is  inevitable 
that  the  influence  of  those  honorable  mem- 
bers should  affect  the  sincere  democrats 
who  nt  cmpodte.      Persmially,  I  do  not 
consider  tnat  our  party  has  anything  ta 
complain  of  in  the  present  situaticm.  When 
it  was  announced  that  our  party  could  no 
longer  support  the  Government  of  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Ballarat  last  year,  I 
never    in    my    most    sanguine  moments 
ilreamt  that  we  should  occupy  the  Govern- 
ment benches.    I  thought  that  we  shoultt 
be  in  direct  Oppositioa.^  knew,  that  we 
were  a  mirxMritypigsu^b^onild^^lQiat  the 
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Opposition  side  was  out  true  i^aoe  in  this 
House.,      But  events  shaped  themselves 
differently.      Why  ?      Because  those  who 
are  supporting  the  honorable  member  for 
Ballarat  to-day  did  not  support  him  in  his 
hour  of  need.    I  have  heard  some  of  them 
say  a  bundted  times  that  the  cmly  objec- 
tion they  had  to  the  Deakin  Governtuent 
vas  that  it  was  kept  in  power  by  the 
Labour  Party.    They  say  now  that  they 
knew  all  alcng  that  they  could  get  good 
legislation  from  the  Deakin  Party,  but 
that  that  legislation  was  permitted  to  be 
moulded  to  too  great  an  extent  by  the 
Labour  Party.    Yet  when  we  announced 
to  the  late  Government  that  we  could  no 
longer  support  them  the  then  Opposition 
made  no  move  to  support  the  Deakin  Go- 
\-emment.    When  a  division  took  place,  a 
few  mOT-ed  in  their  seats,  but  the  honor- 
able member  for  Ballarat  told  them  to 
stay  where  they  were.    That  was  the  time 
when  they  should  have  crossed  the  floor. 
But  they  did  not,  because  they  felt  that 
there  were  men  occulting  seats  in  that 
Cabinet  which  they  themselves  ought  to 
have,  and  they  said — ^"We  will  timi  the 
•     Government  out  first  and  there  will  be  a 
reconstruction  afterwards."    That  is  what 
is  taking  place  now.    We  shall  attain  our 
true    poeition    in    the    House    as  a 
direct   Opposition.     Being,    as   we  are, 
a    compact    body    of    men,    who  at- 
tend   to    their    legislative    work  —  do 
not  let  hon<xabIe  m«nbers  forget  that — 
the  jncoming  Government  will  have  such 
an  anxious  time  in  keeping  a  House  that  if 
we  do  not  secure  a  dissolution  now,  as  I  think 
we  ought  to  do,  the  dissolution  will  undoubt- 
edly come  in  a  very  short  time.    I  believe 
that  when  we  come  back  there  will  be 
just  as  many  parties  in  the'  House  as  there 
are  now.      That  Is  wily  natwal.  The 
people  themselves  are  divided  on  political 
issues,  and  this  Parliament  ought  to  be 
a  true  reflex  of  what  the  people  think. 
The  party  supporting  the  Ik»K»-ab]e  mem- 
ber for  Ballarat  will  come  back  with  just 
as  many  sections  in  it  as  there  are  to-day. 
There  is  only  <xie  party  in  which  there 
are  no  sections,  and  that  is  the  Labour 
Party.      The   Oppositiwj   Cwner  Party 
must  have  contained  about  a  dozen  sec- 
tions, because  they  could  never  select  a 
leader.      There  will  always  be  different 
parties  in  a  country  where  there  are  many 
shades  of  political  thought.    The  honor- 
able member  for  Ballarat  may  think  that 
he  has  behind  him  a  party  of  cohesion, 
but  I  have  my  doubts  as  to  whedier  be  is 


of  that  opini(Xi,  and  am  satisfied  that  he 
will  find  that  he  has  such  a  restive  team 
in  hand  that  his  legi^ation  cannot  be  de- 
mocratic. His  supporters  will  take  good 
care  of  that.  Does  he  suppose  that  the  hon- 
orable members  for  Fawkner,  Flinders, 
Corangamite,  and  Echuca  want  d^ocratic 
legislation,  or  legislation  beneficial  to  the 
workers  ?  If  he  does  not  suppose  that,  he 
should  not  have  agreed  to  a  coalition,  and 
if  he  does  suppose  it  it  is  like  expecting 
water  to  flow  uphill.  The  interests  oT 
these  men  are  against  advanced  legislation. 
It  is  said  that  "evil  communications  cor- 
rupt good  manners."  I  must  express  the 
hope  that  such  will  not  be  the  case  with 
the  democrats  who  support  the  honorable 
mmber  for  Ballarat. 

Mr.  Mauger. — No  danger. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— Our  party  has  no- 
thing to  growl  at  in  what  has  happened. 
Rut,  personally,  I  regret  to  say  that  in  the 
future  I  can  never  look  upon  the  honorable 
member  for  Baliarat  in  the  same  light  as  I 
have  done  in  the  past.  He  will  admit 
that  I  always  have  meted  out  to  him  as 
much  assistance  as  I  could  render,  and 
have  repeatedly  expressed  my  admirati<M» 
for  him  personallv.  I  am  sorrv  to  say— 
although  he  may  liot  care— that  'in  future  I 
shall  be  unable  to  extend  that  considera- 
tion to  him  that  I  have  hitherto  given. 
When  I  heard  the  honorable  member  for 
Ballarat  hurl  defiance  at  honorable  mem- 
bers in  the  opposite  corner,  when  they  were 
goading  and  jeering  at  him,  I  felt  that  he 
would  always  be  found  adopting  that  atti- 
tude towards  those  honorable  members. 
When  I  heard  him  tell  the  members  of  the 
Corner  Party  to  sit  where  they  were,  and 
that  he  did  not  want  their  support,  I  felt 
that  he  would  look  for  democratic  support. 

Mr.  Hedges. — ^This  is  all  in  the  honor- 
able  member's  imagination.  He  is  the  only 
man  who  heard  it. 

Mr.  Bamford. — Manv  heard  it. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— There  are  none  so 
deaf  as  the  willing  deaf.  However,  a 
change  has  cane  about,  and  we  must  accept 
things  as  they  are.  If  we  get  any  good 
legislation  from  the  multum  in  farvo  on  the 
opposite  side,  I  shall  be  very  pleased. 
While  I  shall  always  give  my  voice  and 
vote  to  break  down  that  combination,  and 
will  bend  my  energies  to  oust  Victorian 
representatives  included  in  it,  in  order  to 
strengthen  the  Labour  Party,  I  still  shall 
claim  the  right,  should  **r*i?fl  forward 
democratic  legisbidiieR^bvtk-s^d^^l^Qt.  In 
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saying  that,  I  give  a  promise  which  I  know 
I  shall  never  have  to  keep,  because  I  feel 
certain  that  a  measure  that  will  satisfy  a 
Uemocrat  will  never  satisfy  honorable  mem- 
bers who  are  t9-day  behind  the  honorable 
member  for  Ballarat.  In  .conclusion,  I 
wish  again  to  say  that,  come  what  may,  the 
Labour  Party  gains.  If  we  retained  our 
position  on  the  Government  side  of  the 
House,  it  would  be  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Ijeople  of  Australia,  and  I  contend  also 
that  what  has  taken  place  will  necessarily 
be  of  advantage  to  the  party,  and  to  the 
people. 

Mr.  Mauger.— I  desire  to  make  a 
personal  explanation,  and  will  not  detain 
the  House  for  many  minutes.  The  Minister 
of  Trade  and  Cu.stoms  made  a  very  serious 
allegation  with  respect  to  the  Government 
of  which  I  was  a  member  dropping  the 
Telejiraph  Rates  Bill,  l)ecause  it  contained  a 
clause  making  provision  for  the  prohibition 
of  telegrams  as  well  as  letters.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  the  Bill  was  never  dropped, 
the  clause  I  refer  to  was  never  carried,  and 
the  Minister  of  Trade  and  C^ustonis  voted 
.against  the  clause  being  carried.  I  refer 
honorable  members  to  page  4158  of  Han- 
sard for  the  sesMon  of  1901-2.  I  find  that 
Mr.  Clarke,  the  then  member  for  Cowper, 
said — 

As  indicated  by  the  Attorney-General  last  night, 
this  clause  presents  a  suitable  opportunity  for 
submitting  an  amendment  which  I  then  indicated. 
The  Committee  have  already  laid  down  the  prin- 
ciple very  emphatically ■  that  the  Post  Office  is 
not  to  be  used  for  letters  relating  to  gambling, 
and  I  desire  honorable  members  to  show  their 
cunsistencv  by  adopting  an  amendment  which 
will  have'the  effect  of  intercepting  telegrams  re- 
lating to  gambling.    I  move — ■ 

That  after  the  word  "telegrams"'  the  follow- 
ing words  be  inserted — 

Mr.  Tudor.— That  is  not  the  Bill  to 
which  I  referred.  I  was  referring  to  a  Bill 
in  connection  with  which  the  honorable 
member  fca  Kalgoorlie  took  acti<»i. 

Mr.  Mauger.  — The  same  principle 
exactly  was  involved  in  this  case.  The 
honwable  member  for  Yarra  voted  against 
such  a  clause  being  inserted  in  the  Bill. 

Mr.  Tudor. — Did  I  vote  on  the  same 
side  as  the  honorable  member? 

Mr.  Mauger. — -Yes.  the  honorable 
member  did.  I  gave  my  reasons,  and  he 
gave  his — that  it  was  really  moved  to  defeat 
the  object  we  had  in  view.  We  were  agreed 
on  that  occasion.  The  Minister  of  Trade 
and  Customs  made  it  appear  by  his  inter- 
action when  I  was  speaking  that  I  dropped 

>  Bill,  and  deserted  the  principle. 


Mr.  FISHER  (Wide  Bay— Treasurer) 
[6.0].— We  have  had  an  unusually  long  dis- 
cussion in  a  situation  like  the  present.  I 
have  tried  my  best  to  exercise  restraint  and 
patience,  I  am  afraid  with  very,  little  result. 
I  did  not,  of  course,  anticipate  that  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  would  make  such 
a  lengthy  statement  as  he  did  this  morn- 
ing. 

Mr.  Deakin. — I  did  not  occupy  half-an- 
hour. 

Mr.  FISHER. — I  do  not  complain,  but 
I  did  not  anticipate  that  the  honorable 
gentleman  would  consider  so  long  a  state- 
ment necessary.  Nor  did  I  anticipate  that 
complaint  would  be  made  that  I  failed  to 
take  sufficient  notice  of  publi.^hed  criticisms 
of  the  Gympie  policy. 

Mr.  Deakin. — ^No,  the  objection  was 
that,  not  having  read  them,  the  honorable 
gentleman  retorted  tm  me  as  if  he  had  read 
than. 

Mr.  FISHER.— I  read  the  honorable 
gentleman's  Sydney  speech  in  more  than 
one  newspaper.  He  will  admit  that 
I  am  doing  him  no  injustice  when  I 
say  that,  as  reported,  the  speech  was 
not  fit  for  discussion.  I  referred  to 
some  passages  which  I  said  would 
kill  the  reputatitxi  of  the  youngest 
member  of  the  House  if  it  rested  upon 
them.  As  a  precaution,  I  took  the  Age  re- 
port and  compared  it  with  other  repwts  <tf 
the  speech,  but  some  of  the  statements  ap- 
pearing in  the  report  are  so  absurd  that  it 
would  be  ridiculous  to  quote  them.  To 
give  an  instance  of  how  absurd  they  really 
are,  I  quote  one  passage,  and  will  quote 
as  many  more  as  the  honOTable  gentleman 
pleases,  if  he  thinks  die  passage  I  select 
is  not  a  fair  <xie.  He  is  reptxted  to  have 
said — 

Where  was  the  finaocial  l^IaDCe-sheet?  They 
had  not  seen  it.  It  was  Dot  in  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter's speech.  He  was  afraid  they  would  only 
find  it  at  the  general  election.  The  Prime  Minis- 
ter said  it  would  not  be  safe  to  estimate  revenue 
at  over  ;£ii,ooo,ooo  for  some  years  to  come,  and 
that  would  include  Post  Office  revenue  which 
would  have  to  be  spent  on  the  Post  Office;  and 
it  also  included  the  three-fourths  of  the  Customs 
which  had  to  be  returned   to  the  States. 

and  so  on.  Another  passage  ctHitaining  a 
reference  to  old-age  p^sions  was  even  more 

ridiculous  than  that  I  have  quoted. 

Mr.  Deakin. — Two  <x  three  statements 
are  run  into  one  in  that  passage. 

Mr.  FISHER.— Th«c^«^«d»er  in- 
accurades  whidP'sir^^yMM^ito  qnote. 
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A  great  deal  has  been  said  during  this  dis- 
cussion about  parties,  the  advantage  that 
one  party  has  over  another,  and  the  special 
independence  of  some  particular  party  with 
respect  to  the  Labour  Party.  I  stated  here 
not  very  long  ago  that  I  belonged  to  a  party 
the  members  of  which,  when  thev  become 
candidates,  accept  a  platform  drawn  up  by 
a  conference,  and  agree  to  advocate  and 
support  it  before  the  electors.  I  find,  after 
the  d^nte  we  Have  had  that  we  have 
narrowed  down  the  features  objected  to  in 
the  Labour  Pnrty's  method  of  selection 
of  candidates  to  the  fact  that  they  must 
agree  to  the  policy  before  they  become  can- 
didates. That  now  appears  to  be  the  only 
objection.  Does  the  honorable  member  for 
Maribymong  say  that  a  member  of  Parlia- 
ment continues  to  be  a  member  of  Parlia- 
ment after  a  di^Iution? 

Mr.  Mauger. — Certainly  ;  he  is  respon- 
sible to  those  who  elected  him. 

Mr.  FISHER. —Any  one  who  knows 
anything  of  the  subject  must  be  aware  that 
upon  a  dissolution  a  member  Ir^es  his  title 
.ns  a  tr.ember  of  Parliament.  Ever\-  journalist 
drops  the  title  usually  given  to  a  member  of 
Parliament  immediately  a  dissolution  occurs. 
Thow  vho  were  mmbers  of  P.TrIiampnt 
becOTie  after  a  dissolution  mereU  members 
t»f  the  commiinit\  .  who  have  to  seek  the 
suffrages  of  the  people,  as  every  other 
member  of  the  community  desiring  to  enter 
Parliament  must  do.  What  right  has 
any  one  to  claim  that  he  should  be  allowed 
to  pass  from  Parliament  to  Parliament 
without  the  consent  of  the  people  ? 

^Ir.  Mauger. — ^The  honorable  gentle- 
man would  remain  Prime  Minister  after  a 
dissolution  until  such  time  as  he  was  either 
rejected  or  re-elected. 

Mr.  FISHER. — Surely  the  honorable 
member  is  able  to  distinguish  between  a 
Ministerial  and  a  representative  position? 

Mr.  Mauger. — That  is  all  the  more  rea- 
son why  a  person  should  not  have  to  sub- 
mit to  "any  other  tribunal. 

Mr,  FISHER.— The  honorable  member 
must  know  that  a  Minister  does  not  occupy 
the  same  position  as  a  private  member  of 
Parliament. 

Mr.  HmcE  Cook.— But  if  the  honorable 
gentleman  is  npt  selected,  he  cannot  be 
elected. 

Mr.  FISHER.— It  may  be  news  for  the 
honorable  member  for  Bourke,  but  I  can 
inform  him  that  on  more  than  one  occa- 
siffli  I  have  been  asked  not  to  go  to  a  selec- 


tion ballot,  and  in  every  instance  I 
have  insisted  upon  doing  so.  I  did  so 
upon  principle.  I  believe  in  the  principle 
underhing  the  selection  of  Labour  candi- 
dates, and  it  is  on  that  account  that  I  am 
here  to-day  I  am  not  afraid  of  the 
leagues.  Of  course,  I  cannot  speak  from 
personal  experience  of  what  take-i  place  in 
States  other  than  that  of  Queensland. 
But  1  know  that  amongst  the  well- 
organized  parties  in  the  Imperial  Parlia- 
ment, immediately  an  honorable  member 
says  anything  against  his  leader,  he  is 
struck  off  the  list.  A  mere  casual  refer- 
ence is  sufficient  to  bring  about  that  result. 

Mr.  Mauger. — The  Prime  Minister  does 
not  advocate  that  ? 

Mr.  FISHER.-  Xo.  nor  do  I  say  to  tlic 
jjeople  of  Australia  that  it  is  a  good  thing 
for  parliamentary  parties  lo  lead  in  this 
matter.  They  are  conservative,  and  there 
is  a  danger  that  they  may  become  jittie 
organizations,  whose  members  imagine'  that 
they  are  the  salt  of  the  earth,  and  who 
altogether  forget  the  great  principles  of 
democracy.  VictOTian  Labour  representa- 
tives ^re  well  able  to  defend  their  own 
case.  I  can  speak  only  of  the  position  in 
my  own  State,  and  I  say  that  some  of  the 
finest  men  into  whom  God  ever  breatheil 
the  breath  of  life  are  associated  with  the 
Labour  movement  in  Queensland. 

Mr.  Mauger. — They  are  to  be  found  in 
everv  other  movement. 

Mr.  FISHER.— I  am  not  afraid  of  the 
taunts  in  which  honorable  membtrs  opix> 
site  have  indulged.  I  recollect  what  oc- 
curred in  my  own  State  in  1890.  When 
the  leaders  of  the  Liberal  and  Ccmser- 
vative  Parties  found  that  the  Labour 
mo\*ement  was  gathering  impetus,  thev 
came  together  as  one  .man.  Thev  coalesced 
against  the  rising  democratic  tide.  Ui;on 
that  occasion,  the  father  of  the  honoraMe 
member  for  Darling  Downs,  with  one  or 
two  others,  declined  to  join  the  coalition, 
and  that  very  circumstance,  not  only  pro- 
tected him  from  attack,  but  gave  him.  for 
the  whole  of  his  life,  the  warm  sympathv 
of  the  radical  voters  in  thai  part  of  the 
State.  Nor  do  I  fwget  what  happen«<i 
in  1899,  when  the  first  Labour  Ministry  in 
the  world  took  office  in  Queensland,  merely 
for  the  purpose  of  demonstrating  that  thev 
were  quvte  capable  of  discharftiiig  all 
functions  of  government.  Immedlatelv 
they  did  so,  the  .so-called  Liberal  rart\- 
coalesced  with  the  Consefvative  Party,  and 
meted  out  to  thfii^lil^stSfiOthe  same  fre.it- 
ment  that  we  received  at  the  hands  of 
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honorable  members  opposite  yesterday. 
Before  they  were  given  an  opportunity  of 
putting  their  programme  before  the  country, 
a  motion  was  submitted  to  take  the  control 
of  busine&s  out  of  their  hands.  But  did 
that  kill  the  Labour  Party  ?  Certainly  not. 
Will  the  action  of  honorable  members  oppo- 
site on  the  present  occasion  kill  the  Labour 
Parly?  A  thousand  times  "  No.''  It  will 
not  even  give  it  a  set-back.  Some  honor- 
able members  have  loudly  proclaimed  what 
they  have  done  for  the  people  from  time 
to  time.  I  hope  that  any  services  which 
they  may  have  rendered  them  will  be 
amply  rewarded.  But,  simply  because  we 
may  have  rendered  them  good  service,  we 
are  not  to  assume  that  we  have  an  inherent 
right  to  rejM^sent  them  for  all  time.  Quite 
the  contrary.  For  an  honorable  member  to 
say  that  he  will  do  this  or  that,  desjrite  the 
organizations  is  simply  to  say  something 
which  is  absolutely  opposed  to  all  historical 
teaching  in  regard  to  parties.  I  am  glad 
to  have  honorable  members  before  me  who 
know  all  about  the  Labour  movement.  I 
wish  to  say  that  a  member  of  the  Labour 
Party  is  not  bound  in  any  way  to  an  or- 
ganizatiwi  between  Parliaments.  He  is 
merely  bound  to  the  platform  which  he 
signs,  and  which  he  must  advocate  upon  the 
iiustings  before  he  in  elected.  Between  Par- 
liaments, the  oi^anizaticms  cannot  in  any 
way  whatever  dictate  to  a  membCT  of  the 
Labour  Party  who  is  representing  a  cCHisti- 
tuency. 

Mr.  Mauger.— There  is  no  occasion  f<x 
them  to  do  so.  He  is  tied  tightly  enough 
before  that. 

Mr.  FISHER.— In  what  way  is  he  tied 
tightly?  He  is  tied  only  to  the  principles 
which  he  advocated  upwi  the  public  plat- 
form, and  which  he  has  promised  the 
electors  to  support. 

Mr.  Mauger. — He  can  be  turned  out 
without  any  allusion  whatever  to  those  prin- 
ciples. 

Mr.  Tudor. — There  never  has  been  a 
case  in  which  a  man  has  been  so  turned 
out. 

Mr.  Mauger. — Yes,  there  has. 

Mr.  FISHER. — Do  not  let  us  raise  a 
new  issue.  Between  the  Labour  member 
and  the  electors  no  authority  intervenes- 

Mr.  Mauger. — A  Labour  member  cannot 
go  to  the  electors  without  the  sanction  of 
such  an  authority.  The  Prime  Minister 
himself  has  just  said  so. 

Mr.  FISHER.— The  honorable  member 
tloes  not  touch  the  point  at  issue.  He 
seems  to  be  desirous  of  insinuating  that 


some  outside  power  can  exercise  control  or 
influence  over  a  Labour  member  in  Parlia.- 

TOEXit, 

Mr.  Mauqer. — Unquestionably.  He  is 
tied  to  outside  organizations. 

Mr.  FISHER. — Xo  grosser  and  more 
wilful  misrepresentation  has  ever  been  made 
here. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Cafts. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber ought  to  have  a  bit  more  respect  for 
himself. 

Mr.  FISHER.— I  had  not  the  remotest 
idea  that  the  honorable  member  for  Mari- 
bymong  was  capable  of  making  such  a 
statement. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts. — He  will  go  and  take 
a  Sunday-school  class  after  that. 

Mr.  FISHER.— It  is  a  repetition  of  the 
misstatements  that  have  frequently  been 
made  by  persons  who  are  not  familiar  with 
the  facts.  The  honorable  member's  state- 
ment is  not  correct. 

Mr.  Mauger. — What  is  not  correct? 

Mr.  FISHER.— The  statement  that 
fr<xn  the  time  a  Labour  candidate  is  elected 
he  is  not  absolutely  free  from  control  and 
influence  by  outside  organizations. 

Mr.  Mauger. — Within  the  bounds'  of 
that  programme,  and  until  the  next  election. 

Mr.  FISHER.— That  is  not  what  the 
honorable  member  said  previously. 

Mr.  Mauger. — Undoubtedly,  it  is  what 
I  said. 

Mr.  FISHER.— That  is  sufficient  for  my 
purpose.  It  is  admitted  then  that  a  Labour 

member  must  advocate  the  principles  in 
which,  as  a  candidate,  he  declared  his  be- 
lief. 

Mr.  Mauger. — He  can  do  all  that,  and 
yet  be  rejected  without  any  reason  what- 
ever, and  c^n  be  denied  the  opportunity  of 
going  before  his-  constituents. 

Mr.  FISHER.— I  have  no  objection  to 
that  complaint  at  all.  I  shall  come  to  the 
crux  of  the  qucstioi  in  a  moment.  Every 
organized  party  seeks  to  reduce  the  number 
of  its  candidates  to  a  minimum,  with  a 
view  to  insuring  their  success.  If  the  re- 
spective parties  run  four  or  five  candidates, 
they  go  to  certain  defeat.  What  methods 
do  other  parties  adopt  to  eliminate  the  least 
fit  and  to  nominate  one  man  ?  'We  have 
a  well -recognised  system.  The  Ixmorable 
member  may  or  may  not  admit  that.  Tn 
my  opinion,  it  is  the  best  system  extant  to- 
day to  preserve  the  integrity  and  forward 
the  interests  of  a  political  party. 

it  L^a  s^s^'*'~'J^-y^'^ft©gfe*'^ 
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Mr.  FISHER.— If  the  honorable  mem- 
ber takes  up  that  point,  let  him  take  it  up 
and  leave  ii.  He  does  not  hear  the  mem- 
bers of  our  party  saying  that  the  party  led 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Ballarat  are 
immoral. 

Mr.  Maucer. — I  never  said  that, 

Mr.  FISHER.— It  has  been  said  of  us. 

Mr.  Maugek. — What  I  say  is,  that  the 

machine  is  capable  of  being  used  for  im- 

moiiX  purposes. 

Mr.  FISHER.— If  that  is  the  deliberate 
(^ion  of  the  Ixmorable  gentleman,  I  shall 
not  further  discuss  the  matter.  After  all 
this  explanation,  it  is  useless  to  discuss  the 
question  if  such  statements  are  to  be  made. 
The  honorable  member  for  Ballarat  has  not 
been  free  from  blame  in  speaking  about 
this  machine  and  that  machine.  I  am  not 
denying  that  he  believes  that  it  may  have  a 
wrong  influence  and  not  the  best  influence  in 
the  public  interest.  That  is  a  legitimate 
positioQ  for  any  one  to  take  up;  but  it 
should  have  some  relation  to  a  policy.  1 
bdiere  in  the  system.  It  may  have  its 
faults;  we  would  like  to  improve  it.  Every 
third  year  we  have  a  duly  elected  confer- 
ena.  On  the  last  occasion,  members  of  the 
Federal  Parliament  formed  an  absolute  ma- 
jority of  the  Inter-State  Conference.  They 
drew  up  the  platform,  and  then  my  honoi- 
aMe  friends  want  to  tell  the  public  that  we 
aie  to  do  absolutely  what  a  foreign  body 
may  tell  us.  It  snows  the  absolute  confi- 
denoe  of  the  people  in  their  represratativeb 
when  a  majority  of  them  in  conference  have 
the  power  of  determining  what  the  platform 
shall  be 

Mr.  Deakin.-  -Thf*  hnnorahlo  .-nember  is 
not  replying  to  me  now  ? 

Mr.  FISHER. — No;  it  is  only  a  pasahig 
reference  I  am  making.  More  than  once 
tht;  honorable  gratleman  has  indulged  in  a 
little  hilarity  about  the  dangers  of  machine- 
made  politics.  With  us  there  are  no  machine- 
made  politics.  As  you,  sir,  know  well,  not 
10  per  cent,  of  the  actual  business  of  Par- 
liament is  contained  in  any  programme.  A 
singular  thing  about  the  position  of  Labour 
Ministers  is  that  administrative  matters  are 
not  touched  at  all.  In  that  respect,  we  are 
absolutely  free.  I  am  availing  myself  of 
this  opportunity  to  let  every  hone^  man  and 
woman  in  the  country  know  the  facts.  I 
am  not  90  innocent  as  to  think  that  wicked, 
malicious,  and  gross  misrepresentations  will 
not  be  wilfully  made  against  us  in  the 
future  as  in  the  past.  Every  radical  party 
has  had  tc  meet  six:h  treatment.    In  everv 


age  it  is  the  method  of  certain  men  to  keep 
their  privileges  by  misrepresentations. 

Mr.  Mauger. — I  have  to  meet  them  every 
day. 

Mr.  FISHER. — I  am  quite  sure  that  in 
his  career  the  honorable  member  has  not 
been  free  from  such  treatment,  although  he 
may  be  in  the  future.  I  may  very  well 
leave  that  matter  now.  When  we  met  this 
mcwning,  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  in- 
dicated that  it  was  a  magnanimous  action 
which  he  took  the  previous  evening. 

Mr.  Deakin. — No;  I  did  not  put  it  so 
strongly  as  that. 

Mr.  "FISHER.— I  made  the  note  "  mag- 
nanimous acticHi,"  because  that  is  what  I 
gathered  from  the  phraseology  which  the 
hcHiorable  gentleman  used. 

Mr.  Deakin. — Polite  action. 

Mr.  FISHER.— I  do  not  want  to  mis- 
understand the  hcMiorable  gentleman.  I 
made  a  short  note  of  his  *'  magnanimous 
actiOT  "  in  making  an  intimation,  through 
the  whip  of  the  late  Cook  party,  about 
closing  the  debate  on  the  Address-in-Reply. 
I  do  not  hold  that  view.  With  all  due 
respect  to  the  hnncmible  membar,  t  do  not 
think  that  the  circumstances  then  and  the 
circumstances  when  I  gave  him  private  and 
public  notice  of  the  withdrawal  of  oui 
party's  support,  are  the  same.  It  was 
only  after  a  very  long,  and,  I  think,  very 
serious  consideraticHi,  and  frequent  inter- 
changes of  views  between  ourselves,  that 
that  resolution  was  arrived  at  last  year.  It 
was  so  fixed  in  my  mind  at  the  time  that  I 
did  not  feel  that  I  was  called  up(»i  to  ask 
for  the  assistance  of  the  Government  in  any 
way.  As  I  said  then,  it  was  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  public  that  I  made  that  state- 
ment. Whether  rightly  or  wrongly,  it  was 
made  with  that  end  in  view,  and  the  honoi- 
able  gentleman  will,  I  think,  agree  with 
me  that  T  was  not  anxious  which  party 
got  an  advantage  at  the  time.  If  the  Op- 
position had  come  into  power,  we  showUl 
have  supported  them.  We  came  into 
power:  we  intended  to  do  our  best,  and 
we  did. 

Mr.  Deakin. — I  did  my  best  that  it 
should  be  the  honorable  member  who  suc- 
ceeded me. 

Mr.  FISHER. — I  am  not  complaining. 
I  acknowledge  at  (mce  what  the  honorable 
gentleman  did!;  but  he  will  admit  that 
never  once  during  my  leadership,  did  I  ask 
him  to  do  anvthing  under  duress  or  pres- 
sure, or  do  anything  a^^^^^Qi^yentle- 
man  would  take  ofTence.  o 
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Mr.  Deakin. — Quite  so;  the  honorabie 

gentleman  did  nothing  of  that  kind. 

Mr.  FISHER.— Nor  did  I  seek,  at  any 
time  while  the  honorable  gentleman  was  in 
office,  to  get  information  which  another  hon- 
orable member  would  not  be  entitled  to. 

Mr.  Deakin. — I  do  not  think  that  any 
one  ever  suspected  that  the  hcmorable  mem- 
ber did. 

Mr.  FISHER.— As  regards  getting  any- 
thing put  in  writing,  the  honwable  member 
knows  that  I  have  said  that  I  have  no  use 

for  that  sort  of  friend.  Nothing  between 
me  and  another  person  needs  to  be  put  in 
writing.  That  is  the  position  I  occupy 
here.  The  honorable  member  has  had  a 
long  public  caj-eer  with  a  party  which  is 
well  supported  by  the  press.  We  are  not 
so  fortunate.  We  have  only  the  platform 
from  which  we  can  protect  ourselves 
thoroughly,  and  it  is  for  that  reason  that 
I  !>vail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  state 
these  matters  as  quietly  and  correctly  as  I 
can.  I  want  now  to  refer  very  briefly  to 
another  matter.  At  the  end  of  last  night's 
sitting,  I  asked  the  leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion whether  the  motion  for  the  adjournment 
of  the  debate  on  the  Address-in-Reply  was 
moved  with  his  concurrence  and  ap[H'ovaI, 
and  he  said,  "  Certainly."  At  the  manent 
I  had  not  an  opportunity  of  asking  that 
question.  I  had  to  wait  for  a  subsequent 
motion  to  be  moved  before  I  could  even  ask 
whether  the  motion  was  moved  with  his  ap- 
proval and  consent.  That  courtesy  is 
usually  allowed  to  the  Prime  Minister  in 
any  Parliament,  when  .a  want  of  ctwifidence 
motion  is  moved. 

Mr.  Deakin. — But  the  honorable  mem- 
ber had  spoken,  for  I  do  not  know  how 
long. 

Mr.  FISHER.— May  I  remind  the  hon- 
orable member  of  the  traditimal  courtesy 
which  is  allowed  to  the  leader  of  a  Govern- 
ment when  a  motion  of  that  kind  is  moved 

by  a  private  member.  He  is  afforded  the 
opportunity  of  asking  the  leadtr  of  the  Op- 
position whether'  it  is  a  party  move  or  a 
mere  moticm  of  an  individual  member.  That 
is  an  immemorial  custon  in  constitutiwial 
Parliaments.  I  had  not  that  opportunity 
afforded  to  me. 

Mr.  Dbaktn. — I  told  the  honorable  man- 
lier that  I  was  about  to  speak  instead  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Parramatta,  and 
to  give  an  intimation  which  he  would  pro- 
bably feel  called  upon  to  reply  to. 

Mr,  FISHER.— As  the  honorable  mem- 
ber makes  that  statement,  I  have  onlv  to 


say  that  I  heard  nothing  fiom  Yam  until 
we  were  coming  through  the  passage  to- 
gether. 

Mr.  Deakin. — No;  but  I  stopped  and 
spoke  to  the  honorable  member  as  I  came 
out  of  the  lundieon  room.  I  leaned  over 
him,  and  said,  "  I  propose  to  take  Cook's 
position,  and  make  an  intimation  to  which 
you  wilt  probably  reply."  I  was  careful 
not  to  use  the  word  moticm.  The  honcnri^Ie 
member  answered,  "Yes,  I  will  reply." 

Mr.  FISHER.— The  honorable  member 
is  in  error,  though,  no  doubt,  he  believes 
that  that  took  place.  He  did  not  even  stop. 
He  shook  my  hand. 

Mr.  Deakin. — I  leaned  over  the  honor- 
able monber. 

Mr.  FISHER.— The  honorable  member 
did  not  actually  stop.  He  shook  my  hand, 
and  asked,  "How  are  you?"  but  it  was 
only  when  coming  through  the  door,  as  we 
were  hurrying  from  the  lobby,  that  I 
learned  that  he  had  taken  the  place  of  the 
late  leader  of  the  Opposition.  I  have  no 
recollection  of  any  further  conversation, 
and  think  that  the  h(XK>rable  member  is  in 
err<»  as  to  what  took  place.  That,  how- 
ever, is  by  the  way.  Even  if  he  had  said 
what  he  thinks  he  said,  that  would  not  have 
been  a  sufficient  intimation  to  me.  I  bring 
the  matter  up  because  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Gippsland,  in  a  speech  whose  tone, 
quite  apart  from  its  subject  matter,  was 
such  as  would  do  credit  to  a  member  of  any 
representative  chamber,  said,  "  I  am  glad 
that  what  was  done  was  not  dc»ie  by  one 
of  mv  late  colleagues."  How,  then,  could 
I  understand,  without  asking  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition,  how  it  was  dCHie?  A 
gentleman  whom  the  honorable  member  for 
Ballarat  considered  one  of  his  most  trusted, 
honorable,  and  able  colleagues  expressed 
a  certain  amount  of  jov — as  any  one  who 
heard  him  must  remember —because  what 
was  done  was  not  done  by  any  of  his  old 
colleagues.  But  it  was  done  bv  intimation 
and  agreement  beforehand  by  his  old 
leader.  Therefore,  to  that  extent  the 
speech  of  the  honorable  member  for  Gipps- 
land was  a  reflection  upon  him.  I  do  not 
knoyr  that  I  should  detain  hoKwable  mem- 
bers further.  Perhaps  I  have  already  de- 
tained them  too  long.  If  I  may  be  allowed 
one  personal  word,  it  will  be  this :  I  have 
not  been  idle.  1  have  acted  to  the  best  of 
mv  ability  in  the  service  of  my  adopted 
country.  I  express  no  regrets.  I  ask  for 
no  consideration.  In  leadipg  in  a  radical 
movement  I  havftigfejyl  b^4j©©5reosition 
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alwavs  active.  I  have  not  always  overocme 
it;  but  I  am  here.  If  I  do  not  return  I 
shall  express  no  regrets.  It  has  heea  my 
good  f(»tuiie  to  have  seen  a  great  deal  of 
puUic  life,  and,  in  some  small  way,  to 
help  to  m<Hild  the  opinions  of  a  number  of 
people. 

Mr.  Deakin. — Xo  one  wishes  to  lose  the 
honwable  member. 

Mr.  FISHER.— I  trust  that,  whatever 
be  the  result  of  the  new  arrangement,  it 
will  be  of  advantage  to  the  CommtHiwealth 
in  every  wav.  That  it  marks  a  new  line 
of  division  I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt. 
That  friends  of  the  past  will  no  longer  be 
pditical  friends  is  obvious.  But,  above  all, 
I  hope  that  whichever  party  may  add  to 
its  numbers,  and  whichever  party  may 
diminish,  the  interests  and  the  welfare  of 
the  people  of  Australia  will  not  suffer. 

Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Home  adjourned  at  6-30  p.m. 


i^ouse  of  ISeprrsentatibcs. 

Tuesday,  i  June,  igog. 


Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  3  p.m., 
and  read  prayers. 

PETITION. 

Mr.  6AMFORD  presented  a  petition 
from  58,209  electors  of  the  Conmionwealth, 
praying  that,  inasmuch  as  the  expenditure 
of  the  Governments  of  the  States  had  not 
been  reduced,  as  had  been  hoped  fw,  since 
Federation,  and  that  the  continuance  of 
their  existing  powers  prevented  the  develop- 
ment of  a  true  Federal  spirit  and  tended  to 
perpetuate  State  jealousy,  hampering  the 
Commonwealth  Government,  the  Parliament 
would  cause  a  referendum  to  be  taken,  sub- 
mitting as  issues:  The  abolition  of  State 
Governments  and  Parliaibents  as  at  present 
existing,  and  the  transfer  of  their  property 
and  powers  to  the  Government  and  Parlia- 
mem  of  the  Commcmwealth ;  and  the 
eMablishment  of  new  State  Governments 
with  such  powers  as  the  Ccmimonwealth 
Parliament  may  determine. 

PetiticHi  received  and  read. 

Dr.  WtLSON. — Is  it  possible,  at  this 
stage,  to  have  appointed  a  Committee  to 
examine  as  to  the  genuineness  of  the  signa- 
tures, and  to  ascotain  whether  the  signa- 
tories are  Federally  sane? 


Mr.  SPEAKER.— A  Committee  can  be 
appointed  only  upon  motion,  of  which 
notice  must  be  given. 

RESIGNATION  OF  MINISTERS. 

Mr,  FISHIER  (Wide  Bay— Treasurer) 
[3'4]- — After  the  adjournment  of  the  House 
on  Friday,  Ministers,  in  pursuance  of  their 
promise,  took  into  consideration  the  con- 
sequences of  a  vote  which  had  been  given 
against  them  on  the  previous  afternoon,  and 
on  Saturday  I  paid  an  official  visit  to  His 
Excellency  the  Goveruor- General,  and 
stated  to  him  that,  in  consequence  of  that 
vote,  we  thought  that  the  best 'thing  for 
the  country  would  be  the  dissolution  of  this 
House.  I  asked  His  Excellency  to  give 
me  time  to  present  a  written  statement  of 
our  case,  which  he  was  good  encmgh  to  al- 
low me  to  do.  Yesterday,  Ministers  cotb- 
municated  to  him,  in  writing,  an  account 
of  the  facts  as  they  understood  them,  and 
to-day,  by  command,  I  again  waited  upon 
His  Excellency,  when  he  intimated  that  he 
would  not  be  able  to  grant  our  request. 
His  Excellency  further  promised  to  give  me 
a  written  reply  to  the  memorandum  which 
I  bad  sulnnitted  for  his  oxisideraticxi.  I 
thereupon  tendered  my  resignation,  and  that 
of  mv  colleagues.  I  have  since  received 
an  offidal  intimation  that  the  honorable 
member  for  Ballarat  has  been  sent  for,  and 
has  been  commissicHied  to  fcvm  a  new  Ad- 
ministration. 

DEATH  OF  THE  PREMIER  OF 
SOUTH  AUSTRALIA. 

Mr.  FISHER  (Wide  Bay— Treasurer) 
[3.6]. — I  move — 

That  this  Home  places  on  record  its  profound 
regret  at  the  untimely  decease  of  tht  Piemier  of 
South  Australia,  the  Honorable  Thomas  Price, 
and  expresses  its  deep  sympathy  with  his  family 
and  the  people  of  South  Australia. 

It  is  with  more  than  the  usual  regret  occa- 
sioned by  a  duty  of  this  kind  that  I 
move  this  motion.  For  a  great  number  of 
years  I  was  a  personal  acquaintance  of  the 
deceased  gentleman,  and  intimately  asso- 
ciated with  him  in  social  and  political 
movements.  All  who  knew  him  as  an 
active  member  of,  the  Labour  Party,  and 
as  Premier  of  the  State  from  which  you, 
Mr.  Speaker,  cane,  know  that  he  was  a 
man  of  whom  any  oommimity  nught  be 
proud.  His  reputation  extended,  not 
merely  over  South  Australia,  but  through- 
out   the    Commonwealth,    and-  I  have 
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been  personally  informed  frcxn  the 
centre  of  the  Empire  that,  during  his 
recent  visit  to  Great  Britain,  he  gained 
many  friends  there  for  himself  and  for 

Australia.  I  doubt  if  any  one  has  won  the 
hearts  of  the  toiling  masses  of  the  United 
Kingdom  more  thoroughly  and  perma- 
nently than  did  he,  and  I  am  sure  that  I 
echo  what  is  in  the  minds  of  every  honor- 
able member  when  I  express  my  sympathy 
and  condolence  with  his  widow  and  family, 
and  the  desire  that  the  blessing  of  Him 
who  can  soothe  all  sorrows  may  be  upon 
those  to  whom  he  was  near  and  ■  dear. 
As  for  the  service  of  the  State,  other  men 
will  no  doubt  be  found  to  take  up  the  work 
in  which  our  deceased  friend  and  colleague 
so  greatly  distinguished  himself,  but  a 
worthy  and  good  citizen  has  undoubtedly 
passed  from  amongst  the  people  of  the 
C<Mnmonwealth. 

Mr.  DEAKIN  (Ballarat)  [3.10].— The 
encomium  that  the  Prime  Minister  has 
passed  upon  the  late  Premier  of  South  Aus- 
tralia is  well  deserved  to  the  knowledge,  I 
think,  of  every  honorable  member  aiid  of  a 
very  large  section  of  the  people  whom  we 
have  the  honour  to  represent.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  has  spoken  not  for  himself 
or  his  colleagues  alone,  but  for  the  whole 
House.  I  feel  sure  that  the  ability  of  the 
late  Premier  of  South  Australia  is  appre- 
ciated by  all  who  have  watched  his  career, 
whether  as  a  member  of  the  Labour  Party, 
as  a  leader  of  that  party  in  the  State  Par- 
liament, or,  iinally,  as  the  Premier  of  that 
State,  for  a  pmod,  during  whidi  matters 
of  the  utmost  moment  were  coped  with  by 
his  Government.  He  has  made  his  mark 
on  the  pages  of  South  Australian  history, 
and  therefore  on  the  history  of  the  Com- 
monwealth. In  himself,  he  possessed, 
besides  administrative  ability,  those  gifts 
of  speech  to  which  the  Prime  Minister 
has  properly  alluded.  These  rrot  only 
brought  him  into  touch  with  the  great 
bulk  of  those  whom  he  addressed,  but, 
as  hag  been  observed,  won  thdr  way 
at  <Mice  with  men  of  all  classes  and  of 
nil  shades  of  political  opinion.  This  was 
due  to  the  happy  circumstance,  that  with 
him  the  heart  and  the  head  were  never 
severed.  When  he  spoke,  he  touched  the 
feelings  of  his  auditors  because  he  was  ex- 
pressing his  own,  and  when  he  pursued  his 
arguments,  in  no  case  did  he  forget  that 
he  was  a  man  speaking  to  men  on  important 
interests  dear  to  all  of  them.  We 
have  reason  to  feel  gratified  that  it  fell  to 
his  lot  to  visit  the  Mother  Country  re- 


cently  as  a  representative  of  his  State. 
Those  who  know  the  r^  demands^  of  such 
a  visit,  so  far  as  they  affected  his  physical 
strength,  will  realize  that  there,  as  else- 
where, having  paid  no  heed  to  considera- 
tions of  self,  he  spent  himself  too  freely, 
as  he  did  in  his  own  State,  in  what  he  be^ 
lieved  to  be  the  public  interest.  It  is  not 
only  as  a  Premier  and  as  a  leader,  but  as 
a  man,  that  he  won  and  held  the  esteem 
and  regard  of  Australians.  We  know  the 
trying  dicumstances  under  which  he  came 
to*  this  country  to  distinguish  himself  in 
his  own  calling  as  an  expert  artisan.  We 
know  that  his  family  relaticms  and  domestic 
life  were  all  that  could  be  desired,  and 
great  therefore  must  be  the  loss  that  has 
fallen  there.  This  morning,  I  have  ven- 
tured to  communicate  with  those  who  have 
been  left  to  mourn  his  death ;  but  am 
greatly  pleased  to  have  the  opportunity  of 
seconding  a  moticm  in  support  of  which  this 
House  knows  no  divisions.  We  speak  with 
one  vcrice,  as  the  people  of  Australia  will 
speak  in  the  future,  in  regard  to  a  man 
whose  sterling  diaracter,  singleness  of  pur- 
pose, simplicity,  and  ingenuousness,  com- 
mended him  to  their  hearts. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Perhaps  as  one  who 
sat  for  many  years  in  the  same  House  of 
Parliament  as  the  deceased  statesman,  I 
may  be  permitted,  before  putting  the  mo- 
tion, to  adcL  two  or  three  words.  In  the 
first  place,  the  late  Mr.  Price's  perscxial 
qualities,  as  much  as  his  public  services, 
have  commended  him  to  the  people  of  South 
Australia ;  and  next,  I  can  assure  the  House 
that  in  that  State,  amid  all  political  divi- 
sions, and  among  all  classes  of  the  com- 
munity, there  is  but  one  expression  of 
feeling  to-day— an  expression  of  extreme 
regret  that  so  great  a  man  should  have 
passed  away. 

Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  FISHER.— I  suggest,  Mr.  Speaker, 
that  a  copy  of  the  resolution  should  be 
transmitted  bv  you  to  the  familv  of  the  de- 
ceased statesman  and  to  the  acting- Premier 
of  South  Australia. 

Honorable  Members. — Hear,  hear  1 

ADJOURNMENT. 
Elective  Ministries. 
Mr.  FISHER  (Wide  Bay— Treasurer) 
[3.16].— In  moving — 
That  the  House  do  now  adjourn, 

I  mav  say  that  I  have  ascertained  from  the 
honorable  member  for  Ballarat-  that  an 
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adjournment  until  to-morrow  would  meet 
his  craivenience. 

>Ir.  FOWLER  (Perth)  [3.17].— I  desire, 
Mr.  Speaker,  to  move  an  amendment,  pro- 
viding that  the  House  should  meet  on 
Thursday  instead  of  to-morrow  in  order  to 
elect  a  Ministry. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Had  the  motion  been 
for  the  adjournment  of  the  House  until 
some  unusual  day,  it  would  have  been  open 
to  the  honorable  member  to  propose  such 
an  amendment  as  he  suggests,  but  as  the 
motion  is  simply  "  That  the  House  do  now 
adjourn,"  the  only  alternative  would  be  a 
determination  that  it  should  not  now  ad- 
journ. In  the  circumstances,  therefore,  the 
honorable  member  will  recognise  that  I 
could  not  accept  his  amendmoit. 

Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
House  adjourned  at  3.18  p.m. 


Senate. 

Wednesday,  2  June,  ipop. 


The  President  todc  the  chair  at  2.30 
p.m.,  and  read  prayers. 

RESIGNATION  OF  MINISTERS. 
New  Adhinistbation. 

Senator  MILLEN  (New  South  Wales- 
Vice-President  of  the  Executive  Council) 
[2.31]. — I  desire  to  make  a  brief  state- 
ment bearing  upon  a  recent  political  de- 
velopment. As  the  result  of  certain  action 
taken  in  the  other  House,  the  Fisher 
Government  tendered  its  resignation  to  His 
Excellency  the  Governc«--GeneraI,  who 
thereupon  ctMnmissioned  the  Hot.  Alfred 
Beakin  to  form  a  new  Administration. 
That  task  has  been  accomplished,  and  the 
Prime  Minister  has  submitted  to  His  Ex- 
cellency the  following  names:  — 

The  Honorable  Alfred  Deakin. — 
Prime  Minister,  without  port- 
folio ; 

The  Honorable  Joseph  Cook. — Minis- 
ter of  State  for  Defence; 

The  Right  Honorable  Sir  John 
Forrest,  P.C,  G.C.M.G.— 
Treasurer ; 

Senator  the  Honorable  Sir  Robert 
Wallace  Best,  K.C.M.G.— 
Minister  of  State  for  Trade  and 
Cust<xns ; 


The  HcHiorable  Littleton  Ernest 
Groom.— Minister  of  State  for 
External  Affairs; 

The  Honorable  Patrick  McMahon 

Glynn. — Attorney -General ; 
The  Honorable  Sir  John  Quick. — 

Postmaster- Genera  I ; 
The  Honorable  George  Warbuhton 

Fuller. — Minister  of  State  for 

Home  Affairs ; 
Senator     the     Honorable  Edward 

Davis    Millen. — Vice-President 

of  the  Executive  Council ; 
Colonel  The  Honorable  Justin  Fox 

Greenlaw    Foxton,    C.M.G. — 

Honorary  Minister. 

I  may  add  that  the  Ministry,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  Honorary  Minister,  was 
sworn  in  this  afternoon,  and  that  at  a  later 
period  I  desire  to  make  a  further  intima- 
tion to  the  Senate- 

DEATH  OF  THE  PREMIER  OF 
SOUTH  AUSTRALIA. 

Senator  MILLEN  (New  South  Wales- 
Vice-President  of  the  Executive  Council) 
[2.32]. — I  beg  to  move,  with  concurrence — 

That  the  Senate  places  on  record  its  profound 
regret  at  the  untimely  decease  of  the  Premier  of 
South  Australia,  the  Honorable  Thomas  Price,  and 
expresses  its  deep  sympathy  with  his  family  and 
the  people  of  South  Australia. 

The  deceased  statesman  has  been  so  much 
in  the  minds  of  the  people  of  Australia 
and  honorable  senators  during  the  past  few 
years  that  it  will  need  very  few  words  of 
mine  to  emphasize  the  sense  of  loss  ex-  . 
pressed  in  the  motion  I  am  submitting. 
I  had  not  the  privilege  of  knowing  t^ 
dec^sed  ^ntleman ;  I  knew  him  only  by 
his  reputaticm;  but  I  venture  to  say  that 
the  reputation  which  he  built  up  as  one 
who  lived  a  strenuous  and  straightforward 
life,  must  oonimand  the  approval  and  re- 
gard of  all  sections  of  the  community.  I 
venture  to  say  that  all  sections  of  political 
thought  in  Australia,  irrespective  of  any 
wide  divergencies  which  may  have  existed, 
must  have  recognised  in  the  deceased  gentle- 
man sterling  qualities  which  should  justify 
us  in  using  relative  to  his  death,  the  term, 
a  distinct,  national  toss.  I  submit  the 
motion  with  every  confidence  that  it  will 
be  carried  unanimoudy. 

Senator  McGREGOR  (South  Australia) 
[2-35]- — ^  l»g  to  second  the  motitm.  I 
am  sure  that  no  man  who  has  known  the 
late  Premier  of  South  Australia,  as  I 
have  known  him  for  the  last  twenty-five 
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years,  can  feel  other  than  the  deepest 
regret  at  the  loss  of  such  a  man  to 
the  people  of  Australia.  As  a  vorkman 
be  might  be  ranked  in  the  very  first  clas5> 
and  as  a  member  of  Parliament  very  few 
could  honestly  say  a  single  word  against 
either  his  life  or  his  intentiuis.  That  he 
became  a  Minister,  after  living  down  pre- 
judices, and  even  misstatements,  and  rose 
to  the  highest  position  that  the  people  of 
South  Australia  could  confer  upon  him, 
showed  that  his  character  was  something 
above  the  ordinary.  Those  who  knew 
him  best  know  also  thatj  altbou^  he  was 
successful  in  all  those  things,  yet  his  crown 
was  very  often  a  crown  of  thorns,  that 
he  bore  with  a  dignity  which  I  am  sure  has 
endeared  his  memory  to  all  the  people  of 
Australia.  I  think  it  is  due  to  his  rela- 
tives that  sudi  a  recognition  as  has  been 
toideredr  in  another  place  should  be 
unanimously  accorded  here.  I  have  much 
l^easure  in  seconding  the  motion. 

Senator  TURLEY  (Queensland)  [2.36]. 
— I  have  no  intention  to  oppose  the  motion. 
At  the  same  time,  I  think  this'  form 
of  recognition  is  one  of  those  things 
which  should  be  done  away  with  in 
public  life.  I  knew  the  departed 
gentleman-  I  always  had  the  greatest  re- 
spect for  him,  because  I  belieml'  that  he 
was  sincere  and  earnest.  But  what  can 
I  think  when  I  am  told  that  all  those 
who  had  abused  him  for  years,  who  had 
misrepresented  him,  who  had  decried  him 
and  all  his  works  ever  since  be  took  a  part 
in  public  life,  now  regret  that  he  is  gone. 
Those  are  the  things  which  make  one  think 
that  there  is  very  little  sincerity,  and  an 
enormous  amount  of  hypocrisy,  in  connexion 
with  this  sort  of  business.  Here  was  a 
gentl«nan  who,  as  Senator  McGregor  has 
said,  had  to  fight  down  misrepresentatitxis 
and  bear  the  odium  of  all  sorts  of  charges, 
who  was  denounced  from  cxie  end  of  Aus- 
tralia to  the  other  as  one  who  was  en- 
deavouring,  not  to  do  good,  but  to  do  all 
the  harm  that  lay  in  his  power,  and  yet 
eulogies  are  passed  upon  him  now  that  he 
is  gone.  If  I  do  not  respect  a  man  and 
his  work  when  he  is  alive,  I  do  not  know 
that  I  am  called  upon  to  pass  a  eulogy  upon 
him  when  he  is  dead.  Times  without  num- 
ber when  I  met  Mr.  Price  he  did  not  com- 
plain much,  but  he  thought  that  the  way 
in  which  his  earnestness,  his  «ideavours  to 
better  the  condition  of  those  with  whom 
he  was  associated  for  many  years  as  a 
gykman,  were  received  was    most  un- 


fair. It  seems  that  now  eulogies  are 
passed  by  those  who  condemned  him  ail 
through  his  political  career.  I  believe  that 
he  was  a  good  man.  We  are  told  that  his 
life  was  clean  and  pure,  that  his  home  lite 
was  admirable;  and  I  honestly  believe  it 
was.  But  a  recoUectim  comes  to  my  mind 
that  only  a  few  months  ago  he  was  charge<i 
from  one  end  of  Australia  to  the  other 
with  being  one  whose  sole  aim  was  to  de- 
stroy home  life,  who  had  a  missira),  if  he 
had  one  in  this  world,  to  abolish  the  mar- 
riage tie.  So  str<Migly  did  he  feel  this  that 
he  had  to  go  to  a  little  town  in  his  State, 
and  what  did  he  tell  them  there?  He  tohl 
them  the  truth.  He  ttwe  the  wretched  ^aJ:^ 
of  hypocrisy  from  some  of  those  who  had 
been  denouncing  him,  and  for  that  act  his 
name  was  sent  from  one  end  of  Australia 
to  the  other — as  what  ?  As  a  good  servant 
of  the  State?  No;  but  as  one  who  was 
endeavouring  by  every  means  in  his  powt^r 
to  do  all  the  harm  to  home  life  and 
to  everything  else  which  men  an«l 
women  hold  sacred  that  it  was  posable  for 
people  to  denounce  one  another  for  doing. 
It  is  for  these  reasons  that  I  hope  this  sort 
of  thing  will  be  dropped  out  of  our  public 
life.  The  adoption  of  the  motion  will 
not  add  to  the  reputation  of  the  late  Mr. 
Thomas  Price.  His  work  will  speak  for 
him.  That,  it  seems  to  me,  is  the  greatest 
monument  that  he  has  erected  to  his  m«nory 
in  Australia.  In  my  opinion,  it  is  amonji^it 
those  with  whom  and  for  whom  he  has 
worked  that  he  will  be  missed — in  the 
circles  where  he  was  always  welcomed, 
where  he  was  never  denounced  and  never 
traduced,  but  was  r^arded  as  a  straight- 
forward, upright,  honorable  man  who  would 
not  do  any  harm  either  to  an  individual  or 
to  anv  number  of  individuals  in  the  State. 
That  is  the  greatest  monument  that  he  h.is 
left  behind  him.  That  is  what  will  speak 
for  him  in  the  years  to  come  far  better 
than  will  any  resolution  that  we  mav  plai:^ 
upon  the  records  of  the  Senate.  That  is 
all  I  have  to  say  in  regard  to  the  first  por- 
tion of  the  motimi  that  has  been  submitted. 
So  far  as  the  second  part  is  concerned  T 
can  say  nothing,  because  I  realize  that  the 
sorrow  of  those  whcHn  he  has  left  behind  i> 
very,  very  great. 

Senator  ST.  LEDGER  (Queensland) 
[2.43]. — I  hope  that  upon  an  occasicxi  rf 
this  kind  neither  this  Parliament  nor  anv 
other  Parliamoit  in  Australia  will  ever  se«?k 

to  put  a  political  label  upon  the  dead.  Wr* 
all  recognise  that  the  late  Mr*.  Thomas 
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Price  was  a  very  useful  maxi,  and  our 
-eulogy  of  him  and  sympathy  for  those  who 
-mourn  his  loss  will  go  accordingly. 

Question  unanimously  resolved  in  the 
affinnati\-e,  hmiorable  senates'  rising  in 
their  places. 

McMion  (by  Senator  Millen)  agreed  to — 

That  the  President  be  requested  to  convey  the 
rexiIutioD  to  Mrs.  Price  and  to  the  Acting 
Premier  of  South  Australia, 

SPECIAL  ADJOURNMENT. 
State  of  Pubuc  Business. 
Senator  MILLEN  (New  South  Wales — 
Vice-President  of  the  Executive  Council) 
[2.44]. — I  move — 

That  the  Senate,  at  its  rising,  adjourn  imtil 
Wednesday,  23rd  June. 

I  submit  this  motion  for  the  obvious  pur- 
pose of  enabling  the  new  Ministers  to  con- 
MdCT  the  measures  which  they  propose  to 
jiTcsoit  to  Parliament.  The  Goveriunent 
Wire  anxious  to  have  tabled  a  motion  f<»- 
an  ad)ournmeni  to  an  earlier  date,  but  after 
I'.ue  ccHisideration  they  concluded  that  the 
lousiness  of  Parliament  would  be  expedited 
and  better  progress  would  be  made  later 
•Mi  by  securing  a  longer  adjournment,  be- 
cause they  would  then  be  able  to  come 
down  with  their  programme  thoroughly 
<li^sted.  The  adjournment  sought  is  only 
parallel  to  that  granted  upon  previous  oc- 
■casions,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  my  hon- 
orable friends  opposite  will  readily  agree 
to  it. 

Senator  McGREGOR  (South  Australia) 
[2.45]. — I  have  every  sympathy  with  the 
Vice-President  of  the  Executive  Council  in 
asking  for  an  adjournment.  But  I  re- 
'■ollect  that  wlien  the  Fisher  Government 
assumed  office  there  were  a  number  of  hoi- 
<'rable  members,  not  only  in  the  Senate  but 
i.i  another  place,  who  were  very  anxious 
that  Parliament  should  meet  in  March  or 
April.  I  also  remember  that  a  requisiticm 
ft  round-robin  was  signed  by  nineteen  or 
twenty  honorable  members  in  favour 
of  i*arliament  being  called  tt^iher 
in  the  month  of  April  so  that  it 
might  get  00  with  very  pressing  pub- 
lic business.  But  now  that  a  new  Min- 
istry has  been  formed  it  does  not  seem  that 
"that  urgent  necessity  exists  for  conserving 
time  tot  the  transaction  of  public  business 
that  has  »isted  during  the  past  six  months. 
I  do  not  see  that  we  should  be  justified  in 
.^(-ceding  to  the  Iwig  adjournment  which  is 
?^ght.     I  therefore  move — ■ 

That  "  2yA be  left  out,  with  a  view  to 
iTi>en  in  lieu  thereof  "  i6th." 


The  adjournment  which  I  propose  will 
afford  the  Government  ample  time  to  pre- 
pare all  the  measures  which  they  will  re- 
quire to  bring  before  both  Houses  of  Par- 
liament, and  will  also  allow  them  an 
opportunity  to  formulate  any  other  measures 
that  they  may  desire  to  frame.  I  submit 
the  amendment  because  I  am  anxious  that 
we  should  expedite  the  consideration  of 
public  business  and  because  I  know  that 
amendments  are  required  in  the  Old-age 
Pensions  Act  -  amendments  which  are  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  bring  it  into  imiformity 
with  the  Old-age  Pensions  Acts  of  some  of 
the  States — and  which  it  is  essential  should 
be  made  before  the  beginning  of  July. 
Cwisequently,  I  think  that  the  Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Executive  Council  would  be 
wise  in  axxeding  to  the  amendment. 

Senator  GIVENS  (Queensland)  [2.48]- 
— I  desire  to  say  a  wwd  or  two  in  support 
of  the  amendment.  I  wish  to  point  out 
how  unreasonable  it  is  to  drag  honor^le 
smatOTs  from  distant  States  down  here  and 
keep  them  cooling  their  heels  in  Melbourne 
for  three  weeks  when  they  might,  perhaps, 
be  more  usefully  occupied  in  their  own 
States.  I  was  very  anxious  to  remain  in 
Queensland  a  little  Icmger,  but  owing  to  the 
great  anxiety  of  honorable  swiators  opposite 
Parliament  was  called  together  a  month 
earlier  than  was  essential  in  the  light  of  the 
motion  which  has  now  been  submitted  by  the 
Vice-President  of  the  Executive  Coimcil. 
That  being  so,  I  find  myself  here  when  I 
should  be  attending  to  matters  in  my  own 
State,  yet  it  is  now  proposed  that  three 
weeks  of  my  time  should  be  wasted.  Hon- 
orable senators  from  Western  Australia  and 
the  othA  States  occupy  a  similar  position. 
I  hope  that  the  Senate  will  not  agree  to 
the  motion.  The  adjournment  for  a  fort- 
night which  Senator  McGregor  has  pro- 
pped will  be  ample  to  enable  the  newly- 
formed  Government  to  formulate  their 
measures,  especially  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
we  have  been  told  by  their  own  press  organs 
that  the  fusion  which  has  just  been  com- 
pleted has  taken  place  upcxi  a  well-defined 
policy.  Where,  then,  is  the  necessity  for 
a  three  weeks'  adjournment  ?  We  must 
recollect  that  ever  since  the  close  of  the 
last  session — and  even  before — there  has 
been  a  continual  clamour  in  favour  of  Par- 
liament being  called  together  at  an  earlier 
date  than  usual  this  year.  Honorable 
senators  opposite,  who  represent  a  com- 
bination of  our  old  friends  'Con- 
servative Fice-t?M!m>'vltriP^lWcalled 
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Liberal-Protectionists,  have  been  continu- 
ally claiming  that  it  was  essential  that 
Parliament  should  be  called  together 
earlier  than  usual  in  order  that  the 
transaction  of  urgent  public  business 
might  be  facilitated.  Now  that  Par- 
liament has  been  called  together,  the 
Government  want  to  postpone  the 
transaction  of  business  for  three  weeks. 
Therefore  it  is  apparent  to  any  one  who 
takes  time  to  consider  the  matter  at  all 
that  the  clamour  for  calling  Parliament  to- 
gether early  was  not  prompted  by  a  desire 
to  proceed  with  public  business,  but  rather 
by  a  desire  on  the  part  of  (xrtain  gentle- 
men to  have  an  early  opportunity  to  eat 
their  publicly  professed  prindples. 

The  PRESIDENT.— I  remind  the  hon- 
orable senator  that  the  moticm  before  the 
Senate  does  not  relate  to  the  professed  de- 
sire of  the  members  of  the  Government  to 
call  Parliament  together  early,  but  is  in- 
troduced simply  to  fix  a  date  for  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Senate. 

Senator  GIVENS.— I  am,  I  think,  en- 
titled. Mr.  President,  to  cite  the  opinions 
of  honorable  senators  opposite  with  regard 
to  the  urgent  need  for  calling  Parliament 
together  ? 

The  PRESIDENT.— I  did  not  attempt 
to  ston  the  honorable  senator  from  do-ng 
thnt,  but  merely  wished  to  intimate  to  him 
that  it  would  not  be  in  order  to  proceed 
further  with  the  matter.  Of  course  the 
argument  to  which  he  has  just  alluded  is 
clearly  in  order. 

Senator  GIVEXS. — The  contention  of 
honorable  senators  opposite  was  that  it  was 
essential  that  Parliament  should  be  called 
together  to  transact  public  busines's.  Now, 
however,  that  Parliament  has  been  called 
together,  the  Government  will  not  proceed 
with  public  business,  but  coolly  propose  an 
adjournment  for  three  weeks.  What  has 
become  of  their  urgent  desire  for  the  trans- 
action of  business?  Seeing  this  changed 
attitude  on  their  part,  I  am  justified  in 
coming  to  the  conclusion  that  their  clamour 
for  the  calling  together  of  Parliament  at 
an  inordinatelv  early  date  was  not  with  a 
dffiire  to  transact  urgent  public  business  j 
but,  as  I  have  said,  was  really  to  give  them 
an  onporfunitv  to  eat  their  alleged  prin- 
ciples and  to  grab  the  sweets  of  office.  We 
were  told  six  or  eight  weeks  ngo  that  Par- 
liament ought  to  be  called  tc^ether  to  afford 
an  onportunity  for  presenting  a  Dreadnought 
to  Great  Britain.  Where  ts  now  the 
urgency  of  that  proposition  ?  Do  we  hear  a 


^ngle  word  about  the  necessity  for  demon- 
strating the  loyalty  of  Australia  by  present- 
ing a  Dreadnought  to  the  Mother  Countrv  ? 
I  am  justified  in  believing,  and  the  public 
will  believe,  that  the  whole  clamour  was  a 
piece  of  arrant  hypocrisy,  and,  I  repeat, 
was  simply  raised  to  give  certain  gentle- 
men an  opportunity  of  grabbing  the  sweets 
of  office.    I  am  eiKxedingly  anxious  to  get 
on  with  public  business.    It  is  within  the 
luiowledge  of  every  oxie  that  this  will  be 
the  last  session  of  the  present  Parliament. 
There  must  be  a  general  election  eight  or 
nine  months  hence.      That  being  so,  the 
business  of  the  present  session  will  require 
to  be'concluded  about  the  end  of  October 
next.     If   we   do  not   reassemble  until 
23rd    Jime,    it    is    p<wsible    that  no 
serious   business   will    be   transacted  or 
attempted  to  be  transacted  \ay  Uie  Go- 
vernment  until   about    the    middle  of 
July.     Then  we  shall  oily  have  ttie  re- 
maining weeks  of  July,  the  months  of 
August  and  September,  and  part  of  October, 
within  which  to  do  all  the  work  that  has 
to  be  accomplished.    We  shall  have  only 
about  three  months  in  which  to  do  all  the 
urgent  public  business  which,  as  recognised 
by  members  of  all  parties,  requires  to  be 
done  before  the  general  election  takes  place. 
I  am  assuming  that  the  Government  intend 
to  propose  any  serious  business  at  all.  My 
own  opinion  is,  however,  that  the  Govern- 
ment will  not  bring  down  any  serious  pro- 
position to  this  Parliament,  notwithstand- 
ing all  their  clamour.     The  divergence 
of    opinion    amongst    themselves    is  so 
great  that  the  moment  they  propose  to 
Parliament     any     serious     business  the 
f  usion  or  confusion  will  burst  asunder. 
It  is,  therefore,  quite  reasonable  to  assume 
that  this  request  of  the  Vice-President  of 
the  Executive  Council  lot  a  three  weeks' 
adjournment  at  the  [xesent  stage  is  merely 
a  request  for  a  Httle  further  time  within 
which  the  Government  can  patdi  up  thar 
differences  and  enable  the  process  of  fusion 
to  go  (Ml.    They  are  now  in  the  cauldron 
being  boiled,  and  goodness  knows  what  they 
will  be  like  when  they  come  out  of  it ! 
I  notice  that  the  Vice-President  of  the 
Executive  Council  smiles,  but  he  is  under- 
going contamination    from    the  microbes 
which,  he  once  said,  infect  the  Government 
benches.      I  am  anxious  to  know  what 
effect  they  will  have  upon  him. 

Senator  Millen. — ^These  benches  ha%'« 
been  fumigated  since  then. 

Senator  GIVENS.— Chr^,TdMtrary, 
there  has  been  ^'a''¥d^i^M£^foa  of 
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microbes  sitxx  the  occasion  when  the  hon- 
orable senator  made  use  of  that  phrase. 
Indeed,  the  Labour  microbes  have  been  very 
active  over  there  very  recently,  and  my 
honorable  friend  may  be  infected  by  them. 
The  fact  is  patent  to  every  one,  I  take  it, 
that  the  Governm«it  have  no  policy,  but 
that  they  are  trying  to  remove  their  differ- 
ences, ttnd  to  come  to  some  sort  of  a  com- 
mon understanding.  With  that  end  they 
oooUy  ccMne  along  and  ask  honorable  sena- 
tors to  kidi  their  heels  about  Melbourne 
for  three  weeks.  I  trust  that  the  Senate 
will  not  do  anything  of  the  kind,  but  that 
we  shall  give  to  the  Goverrunent  that  rea- 
sonable time  to  which  any  Ministry  is  en- 
titled. A  fOTtnight,  in  my  o^nnion,  will 
be  a  reasonable  time,  and  that  being  so,  I 
trust  that  the  amendment  will  be  agreed 
to. 

Senator  PEARCE  (Western  Australia) 
[2.56]. — Inordinary  circumstances,  F should 
be  found  supporting  a  proposal  for  an 
adjournnent  such  as  is  necessary  to  enable 
an  irtcoming  Government  to  present  its 
business  to  Parliament  m  a  proper  form. 
But  I  do  not  regard  the  present  circum- 
stances as  OTdinary,  because,  not  ctfily  were 
we  informed  by  the  leader  of  ihs  Govern* 
ment  in  another  place  that  time  was  so 
urgent  as  to  necessitate  extraordinary  mea- 
smw  b«ng  taken,  but  we  had  the  Vice- 
President  of  the  Executive  Council  also 
stating  a  few  days  ago  that,  so  urgent  was 
the  state  of  public  business,  that  he  did 
not  even  oxisider  it  necessary  to  discuss  the 
Gofvemor-General's  speech.  So  urgent  was 
the  state  of  business  that  he  departed  from 
that  well-known  and  thoroughly  ^ablished 
practice. 

Senator  Mtllen. — ^That  was  not  the  rea- 
son which  I  assigned. 

Senator  PEARCE.— I  will  quote  the 
honorable  senator's  own  words — 

But,  in  view  of  certain  developments  of  which 
I  have  been  reading  in  the  press — 

Senator  Millen. — That  was  the  reason. 

Senator  PEARCE.—- 
I  venture  to  tbinic  that  it  would  be  unnrcesfarily 
occupying  the  time  of  honorable  senators  if  I, 
or  any  other  jnember  of  the  Seaate,  were  to 
serioiisiT  attempt  to  discuss  the  programme  sub- 
milted  to  ns.  For  that  reason,  I  do  not  propose 
to  follow  what  I  have  indicated  is  the  usual 
course. 

For  the  same  reason,  I  do  not  propose  to 
follow  the  usual  course  in  this  regard ;  be- 
cause I  take  it  frcrni  the  honorable  senator's 
own  words  that  the  state  of  public  business 

was  so  urgent  that  they  required  

Senator  Miixen. — I  never  said  so, 

[9] 


Senator  PEARCE— That  Parliament 
should  meet  two  DKHiths  earlier  than  the 
usual  time.  Further,  the  state  of  public 
business  was  so  urgent  that  the  usual  and 
established  course  of  discussing  on  their 
merits  the  propositions  contained  in  the 
Governor-General's  speech,  and,  if  neces- 
sary, challenging  them,  was  not  adopted. 
Biit  now  we  have  these  same  gentlemen 
coolly  saying  that  a  jwogramme  which  a 
week  ago  they  told  us  had  been  indorsed 
and  was  a  definite  programme — one  so 
si.-nple  that  he  who  rtms  mi^t  read ;  one 
which,  in  the  eloquent  vocds  of  a  member 
of  another  place,  was  simplicity  itself— 
will  require  three  weeks'  work  to  per- 
mit cf  its  even  being  placed  before 
}*arliiment  in  the  inifiatorv  stages  of  its 
progress  towards  the  statute-book.  Well, 
I  am  not  going  to  be  quite  so  simple  as  to 
accept  sudi  a  proposition.  I  am  going  to 
follow  the  lead  given  here  by  the  late 
leader  of  the  Opposition,  now  Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Executive  Council.  I  am  gtxng 
to  be  in  a  hurry,  and  I  hope  that  the  Senate 
is  gcnng  to  be  in  a  hurry  also.  I  am  in  a 
hurry  to  see  the  proposals  which  this  Go- 
vernment will  have  to  place  before  us.  I 
have  read  their  manifesto,  and  I  frankly 
confess  that  it  has  given  me  an  appetite 
for  more,  because  it  is  so  vague  and  so 
ungraramatical — if  I  may  be  allowed  to  say 
so — that  so  far  I  have  been  xmable  to  un- 
derstand it.  It  would  be  of  great  service 
to  the  Senate  and  to  the  country  if  at  a  date 
as  early  as  possible  we  were  given  an  oppor- 
tunity to  ccmsider  the  measures  which  are 
to  give  effect  to  that  peculiar  agglomeration 
of  words  which  has  been  put  before  ^tie 
country  as  a  programme.  I  therefore  ask 
the  Senate  to  accent  the  assurances  of  the 
late  leader  of  the  Opposition  in  the  Senate, 
and  the  leader  of  the  Government  in  another 
place,  that  they  have  a  programme  to  lay 
before  us  and  a  policy  to  put  to  the  coun- 
try, and  to  say  that  they  do  not  need  an 
adjournment  of  three  weeks  to  enable  them 
to  do  so.    I  shall  support  the  amendment. 

Senator  HENDERSON  (Western  Aus- 
tralia) [3.0]. — I  supp(»t  the  amendment. 
It  is  only  right  that  honorable  senators 
who  live  at  a  great  distance  from  Mel- 
bourne should  raise  their  voices  in  stnxig 
protest  against  the  Government  proposal 
that  they  should  remain  here  in  idleness 
for  three  weeks.  We  are  being  asked  to 
punish  ourselves  in  order  that  a  Govern- 
ment who,  I  believe,  have  r¥>  earthly  in- 
tenti<xi  to  sulmiit  a  programme  of  business 
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to  this  Parliament,  may  have  time  enough 
within  which  to  solidify  the  waning 
elements  that  are  indisputably  present 
within  their  ranks.  Even  if  that  were  not 
so  it  should  be  remembered  that  many 
members  of  the  Senate  suffer  considerable 
inconvaiience  in  having  to  leave  their 
liomes  and  families,  and  that  they  could 
not  expect  to  go  to  their  homes,  remain 
there  for  fii'e  minutes,  and  return  within  a 
period  of  three  weeks.  It  is  evident, 
therefore,  that  the  Government  do  not 
take  into  consideration  the  convenience  of 
honorable  senators  so  placed,  but  look  en- 
tirely to  their  own.  The  adjournment  sug- 
p:ested  by  the  amendment  should  give  the 
Government  ample  time  for  the  preparaticm 
of  a  programme  on  the  lines,  for  in^ance, 
of  that  put  forward  the  other  night  in  the 
Melbourne  Town  Hall.  It  was  said  there 
that  the\-  had  a  programme  made  for  them 
a  fortnight  before  that  meeting  took  place. 
When  they  had  a  programme  ready  at  that 
time,  why  should  they  now  permit  them- 
selves to  be  controlled  by  what  appeared 
in  the  Age  this  morning?  The  Age  has 
no  right  to  control  the  Senate,  or  any  part 
of  the  Federal  Parliament.  If  the  Age 
wants  three  weeks*  holiday  let  it:  take  it, 
or  let  it  bury  itself  for  three  months  if  it 
pleases. 

Senator  Findley. — The  Age  does  not 
control  the  Senate,  and  never  will ;  but  it 
does  control  one  or  two  persons  in  the 
Senate. 

Senator  HENDERSON.— The  Age  is 
making  a  very  strenuous  wdeavour  to  con- 
trol the  Senate.  It  has  not  only  outlined 
the  progranune  which  the  present  Govern- 
ment should  adopt,  but  it  has  presumed 
to  tell  them  when  they  should  start  with 
that  programme  and  when  it  is  necessary  to 
submit  it  to  the  Senate. 

Senator  Turley. — The  Age  is  used  to 
c.irpeting  Ministers. 

Senator  HENDERSON.  — I  believe 
that  the  Age  is  used  to  that  kinid  of  thing, 
but  it  is  time  that  honorable  senators  stowl 
up  for  the  rights  of  the  Senate  and  de- 
clared emphatically  that  the  Age  is  not 
going  to  control  this  branch  of  the  Federal 
Parliament,  nor  is  it  to  be  permitted  to 
decide  the  public  business  which  should  be 
discussed  here.  Honorable  senators  op- 
posite should  recognise  that  we,  who  have 
ivatched  the  whole  of  the  recent  proceed- 
ings, remember  that  it  has  been  said  that 
ilicir  programme  is  ccwnplete.  We  do  not 
know  what  it  is,  though  honorable  senators 


opposite  say  that  they  do.  Having  been 
engaged  during  the  last  four  or  five  months 
in  the  framing  of  a  prcgranune  which  they 
intended  to  have  ready  for  April,  they 
might  at  least  be  expected  to  be  prepared 
MTith  it  in  the  month  of  Jime,  especially 
when  we  know  that  they  are  arranging  a 
programme  to  carry  them  over  a  period  of 
three  months,  in  which  they  intend  to  do 
absolutely  nothing.  It  is  high  time  we 
considered  the  convenience  of  honorable 
senators.  There  are  members  of  the  Se- 
nate for  whom  an  adjournment  of  less  than 
five  weeks  is  useless  at  any  time.  Whv 
should  they  npt  be  considered  as  well  as 
those  who  are  able  to  leave  Melbourne  for 
Sydney  and  other  places  to-night  and 
arrive  at  their  homes  in  the  morning?  I 
hope  that  honorable  senators  will  see  the 
advisability  of  carrying  the  amendment. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE  (Western  Aus- 
tralia) [j.6]. — As  a  senator  ccMuing  frcHU 
the  same  State  as  the  last  speaker,  I  de- 
sire to  enter  my  protest  against  a  three 
weeks'  adjourrunent.  I  have  looked  up 
Hansard,  and  I  find  that  when  the  late 
Government  took  office  they  asked  for  only 
eight  days,  and  not  three  weeks,  to  enable 
them  to  prepare  to  meet  Parliament  with 
their  proijramme. 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — Which  Go- 
vernment does  the  honorable  senator  refer 

to? 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— The  Labour 
Government.  I  find  that  on  the  17  th  No- 
vember Senatcff  McGregor,  as  Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Executive  Council,  declared 
that  his  Government  would  be  ready  to  go 
on  with  business  on  the  25th  of  that  dionth. 
When  an  adjournment  of  eight  days  was 
sufficient  to  enable  a  new  Government  to 
take  up  the  business  of  the  country  in  the 
middle  of  a  session,  though  they  had  been 
suddenly  called  upon  to  do  so,  it  is  not 
unreasonable  to  say  that  a  fortnight 
should  be  ample  time  for  a  Government 
who  have  been  in  process  of  fusion  for  so 
long,  and  whose  plans  have  been  so  well 
matured  that  it  would  be  no  great  surprise 
to  the  country  if  it  were  proposed  that  thev 
should  meet  Parliament  to-morrow  to  go 
on  with  public  business.  If  I  thought  anv 
good  would  result  from  an  adjournment  of 
three  weeks.  I  might  be  prepared  to  listen 
to  the  motion.  We  know  that  great  differ- 
ences of  OfHnion  exist  amongst  the  mem- 
bers of  the  present  Gorernment,  and  if 
there  were  some  hope  th3t^bey,lwpuld  he 
settled  within  »<^itt;*-'AHg*&at  the 
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Government  would  be  in  a  position  to  go  on 
with  public  business,  I  should  be  prepared 
to  support  the  adjoununent  asked  for ;  but 
if  the  mentos  of  the  various  warring  sec- 
tions that  Gonstitute  the  present  party 
po^  are  at  all  sincere  in  the  expre^on 
of  their  alleged  principles,  there  is  little 
hope  that  any  settlement  can  be  arrived  at 
between  tbem.  That  being  so>  instead  of 
going  on  with  public  business  at  the  end 
of  three  weeks*  time,  the  Government  may 
make  another  request  for  a  further  three 
weeks'  adjoununent.  That  mi^t  be  re- 
peated until  we  reached  the  end  of  the 
year,  and  thus  the  whole  ses^on  would  be 
wasted,  and  no  public  business  would  be 
done.  I  am  not  inclined  to  lend  myself  to 
aaytidng  of  that  kind.  Many  of  us  believe 
that  the  present  Government  cannot  possibly 
do  any  good  for  the  country.  We  might  as 
well  find  that  out  at  once,  and  not  waste 
time  in  giving  them  an  excuse  to  bring  for- 
ward a  policy.  I  repeat  that  if  eight  days 
were  a  sufficient  adjournment  to  enable  the 
previous  Government  to  meet  Parliament, 
a  fortnight  should  be  ample  time  to  enable 
the  present  Government  to  be  prepared  to 
go  OD  with  public  business.  In  support  of 
the  position  I  take  up,  I  should  like  to 
point  out  that  when  Parliament  met  the 
other  day,  it  was  quite  obvious  that  those 
(^iposed  to  the  late  Government  had  no 
pdhf  to  present  to  Parliament.  We  heard 
nothing  from  any  honcffable  senator  then  in 
qipondon  to  show  that  those  opposed  to 
the  late  Government  had  anything  in  ccnn- 
mon,  or  any  policy  to  put  forward.  If 
they  had  no  policy  then,  there  is  no  pos- 
able  hope  that  they  have  ooe  at  the  present 
moment.  Why.  then,  should  we  waste  time 
for  three  weeks  in  order  to  enable  them  to 
nianufacture  a  policv?  The  adjournment 
asked  for  bv  the  Vice-President  of  the 
EiPcutive  Council  is  either  too  short  or  too 
long.  The  Government  should  have  asked 
the  Senate  to  adjourn  to  within  a  few 
weeks  of  the  next  Federal  election,  and  we 
should  then  have  known  exactly  where  we 
^rere.  We  could  then  have  gone  frankly 
hefjxe  the  country,  without  having  to  ex- 
plain the  whole  position  as  it  is  presented 
at  the  present  momwit.  I  am  opposed  to 
any  adjournment  for  three  weeks  for  the 
purpose  put  forward  by  the  Government. 

Senator  N  E  EDHAM  (Western  Aus- 
tralia) [3.10]. — Under  ordinary  conditions, 
I  should  not  have  opposed  the  tnoti(»i  sub- 
mitted by  the  Vice-President  of  the  Execu- 
tive Coundl  for  an  adjournment  for  three 
weeks.    I  should  hare  admitted  that  three 


weeks  was  a  reasonable  adjournment ;  but 
in  the  extraordinary  situation  which  now 
prevails  I  think  that  the  request  which  has 
been  made  is  unreasonaj^le,  and,  tberefwe, 
r  shall  support  the  amendment.  It  should 
be  remembered,  sir,  that  when,  a  few 
days  ago,  the  Senate  had  a  record 
short  sitting,  as  just  about  a  minute  and  a 
half  elapsed  from  the  time  you  took  the 
chair  until  honorable  senators  were  dis- 
banded, the  then  Vice-President  of  the 
Executive  Council  stated  that  certain  con- 
ditions had  arisen,  and,  tberef(n«,  he  asked 
the  Senate  to  adjourn  until  to-day.  A 
oxispiracy  of  silence  was  maintained  by 
the  then  Oppo^tion,  and  I  asked  myself 
then,  as  I  ask  myself  now,  why  no  objec- 
ticKi  was  made  to  his  motion,  and  the  onlv 
answer  I  can  find  to  the  questi<m  in  the 
light  of  after  events  is  that  they  were  in 
a  great  hurry  to  eject  the  then  Government. 
When  the  leader  of  the  great  Liberal  Pro- 
tecticmist  party  which  is  now  in  existence 
in  another  place  

Senator  Givens. — The  Liberal-Tory 
Part}*,  the  honorable  senator  means ! . 

Senator  NEE'DHAM.— No,  I  call  them 
the  Liberal-Protectionist  party,  because  I 
can  see  two  Liberal  Protectionists  occupy- 
in  2  the  Ministerial  bench — Senator  Sir 
Robert  Best,  and  the  once  arch  Free-trader 
in  this  Chamber,  Senator  Millen.  The 
newlv  appointed  leader  of  the  Liberal-Pro- 
teaionist  party  in  the  Federal  Parliament 
gave  as  his  only  reason  the  other  day  for 
the  ejection  of  the  Fisher  Government  the 
necessity  of  pushing  on  with  public  busi- 
ness. We  are  asked  here,  and  possibly 
another  place  has  been  asked,  to  adjourn 
for  three  weeks,  notwithstanding  the  fact 
that  a  process  of  fusiomzing  has  been  going 
on  for  at  least  three  or  four  months.  Bv 
medium  of  the  press  the  people  of  Austra- 
lia were  told  that  the  party  of  funonism 
had  a  policy  ready  to  submit  to  them.  Not 
only  that,  but  the  leaders  of  the  opposing 
elements  to  the  Labour  party  hav^ 
had  many  meetings.  Thev  have  beaten 
a  track  from  this  building  to  the 
Grand  Hotel,  and  thence  to  the  private 
chamber  of  the  Employers'  Federation. 
Day  after  day  during  the  past  fortnight 
the  A^e  and  the  Argus  have  published, 
with  great  cross  headings,  the  policv  of 
the  new  fusion  party.  We  were  led  to 
believe  that  a  policy  was  ready.  Having 
the  numbers,  and  the  leader  of  another 
place  hax-ing  told  the  people  that  his  only 
object  in  removing  the  Fisher  Ministry  was 


236 


SpeoUd 


[SENATE-] 


AdjoummaU. 


to  proceed  with  public  business,  we  arc 
now  asked  to  adjourn  for  three  weeks.  If 
a  policy  was  not  ready  then,  it  cannot  be 
got  ready  within  three  weeks.  I  am  not 
opposing  this  motion  ^mply  because  I 
come  from  Western  Australia,  and  carmot 
make  a  visit  to  that  State  within  that 
period.  But  I  reo^nise  that  this  is  the 
last  session  of  this  Parliament,  and  that 
there  are  many  important  matters  which  it 
has  to  deal  with  before  its  masters  can 
hn^e  a  chance  to  record  their  opinions.  It 
is  imperative  that  we  should  waste  as  little 
time  as  possible  in  dealing  with  very  neces- 
sary measures.  I  care  not  what  party  may 
occupy  the  Ministerial  benches.  I  am  also 
forced  to  remember  that  two  or  three 
months  there  was  a  demand  from  a  cer- 
tain section  of  the  present  Parliament  that 
it  should  be  called  together — for  what  pur- 
pose? To  compel  the  Fisher  Government 
to  present  a  DreadMought  to  Great  Britain. 
That  scare  has  passed.  The  pioneers  of 
that  crv — those  who  were  foranost  in  pro- 
mulgating the  demand  for  a  Dreadnought 
— have  now  secured  the  end  which  thev  had 
in  Wew,  and  that  was  the  displacement  of 
the  Fisher  Government.  We  now  see  sit- 
ting on  the  Ministerial  bench,  cheek  bv 
jowl,  the  arch  Protectionist  of  at  least  this 
Chamber,  if  not  of  Victoria,  and  the  arch 
Free-trader  of  this  Chamber ;  and  still  we 
are  told  that  Protection  is  the  keystone  of 
the  nolicv  of  the  present  Government. 

The  PRESIDENT.— I  hope  that  the 
honorable  senator  intends  to  ojnnect  his 
present  remarks  with  the  motion  before  the 
Senate. 

Senator  NEEDHAM. — I  am  connecting 
the  recent  statement  of  the  Vice- President 
of  the  Executive  Council  with  the  state- 
ments made  by  some  of  his  colleagues 
within  the  precincts  of  this  building.  Hav- 
ing read  those  statemaits,  and  having  heard 
scMne  of  them  uttered,  I  think  it  is  un- 
reasonable for  £he  GOTermnent  to  ask  the 
Senate  to  adjourn  for  three  weeks,  when  it 
is  quite  an  easv  matter  to  have  their  policy 
ready  for  subinission  to  the  Parliament  and 
the  people  of  Australia  within  at  least  a 
fortnight.  That,  sir,  is  the  reason  why  I 
am  opposing  the  motion.  When  the  Fisher 
Government  met  the  Senate,  they  only 
a^ed  for  an  adjournment  for  eight  days, 
in  order  to  get  their  business  programme 
ready ;  but  now  the  great  Liberal -Protec- 
tionist combination  ask  for  an  adjournment 
of  three  weeks.  Without  any  desire  to  be 
hostile  to  the  new  Ministry,  ox  to  the  gentle- 


men who  are  now  in  charge  of  the  business 
of  this  Chamber,  I  cannot  support  the 
motion,  but  will  support  the  amendment. 

Senator  FINDLEY  (Victoria)  [3.213.  1 

regret  to  find  myself  scxnewhat  in  a  quan- 
dary in  respect  to,  the  motiOTi  and  the 
amendmoit.  Whilst  I  agree  that  reasons, 
perhaps,  can  be  given  for  both  proposi- 
tions, 1  feel  that  I  cannot  support  either 
of  them.  If  I  had  my  wav  I  would  not 
give  the  Government  breathing  time.  I 
would  not  allow  it  to  live  a  day.  I 
do  not  think  that  it  deserves  fo  live,  be- 
cause the  people  do  not  desire  its  continu- 
ance, but  want  Parliament  to  be  dissolved, 
so  as  to  have  an  oppcvtunity  of  expressing 
their  disapproval,  and,  may  I  say,  their 
detestation,  of  the  conduct  of  certaJn  hon- 
orable senators  and  the  oxiduct  of  certain 
gentlemen  in  another  place.  When  a  gene- 
ral election  taVes  place,  promises  and 
pledges,  as  binding  as  ought  to  be  the  oath 
administered  to  a  witness  in  a  court  of  jus- 
tice, are  given  by  the  respective  candidates 
for  the  suffrages  of  the  .  citizens.  At  the 
last  electimi  certain  honorable  senators  gave 
their  word,  which  ought  to  be  their  bond,  if 
there  is  any  manliness  in  them,  that  during 
their  service  here  thev  would  support  and 
help  onward  certain  principles.  When  we 
find  an  utter  abandonment  of  those  prin- 
ciples by  the  m«i  who  gave  those  pledges, 
it  is  time  that  we,  as  a  Senate,  recognised 
that  they  should  be  given  an  opportunity  of 
meeting  their  masters,  namelv.  the  electors. 
The  reason  why  I  am  opp(»ed  to  either 
the  motion  or  the  amendment  is  because, 
as  I  have  said.  I  have  no  faith  or  con- 
fidPTice  in  the  Government,  nor.  so  far  as 
I  have  been  able  to  iudge  public  opinion, 
haw  the  peoole,  and  that  fact  has  been 
demon.'Jtrated  in  no  munistakable  way  dur- 
ing the  last  few  days ;  so  far,  at  any  rate, 
as  this  State  is  cwicerned. 

Senator  ITraser. — Do  not  be  too  anxious 
to  cet  to  the  peonle. 

Senator    FINDLEV.  —  I    am  never 
anxious  when  going  to  the  people,  because 
T  have  absolute  trust  and  ocmfidence  in. 
them. 

Senator  Frases. — Oh,  yes,  the  honor- 
able senator  has. 

Senator  FINDLEY.— Whether  they  be- 
lieve or  disbelieve  in  my  principles  or  the 
partv  with  which  I  am  associated,  T  have 
absolute  trust  and  confidence  in  the  people,  j 

Senator  I^raser. — So  have  I. 

Senator  Millen. — The^pnOTahl^  senator 
does  not  expect  t^'gfiSbSlfe^lHiSP^^ 
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SenatOT  FINDLEY.— I  expect  that  a 
number  of  honorable  gentlemen  who  were 
instrmnental  in  Imnging  about  the  fusion 
will  l<»e  the  number  of  their  mess.  At 
the  present  time  when  public  indignation 
has  been  aroused  from  one  end  of  Victoria 
to  the  other — I  cannot  speak  of  other  per* 
ticms  of  the  Commonwealth  because  I  have 
not  visited  them — they  fear  to  meet  the  elec- 
tors. So  far  as  this  State  is  concerned,  1 
know  what  the  verdict  of  the  people  would 
be  if  they  were  appealed  to. 

Senator  Fraser. — The  honorable  senator 
Is  living  in  a  fool's  paradise. 

Senator  St.  Ledger. — Let  him  proceed. 

Senator  FINDLEY.— I  will  make  yrhat 
ounments  1  choose  upon  the  motion  and  the 
amendment  which  has  been  submitted,  until 
the  President  calls  me  to  order.  Eventu- 
ally, I  shall  be  found  voting  for  the  amend- 
ment, ijecause  I  make  no  secret  of  the  fact 
that  I  shall  take  every  opportunity  of  haras- 
sing the  present  Government  in  the  hope 
that  this  Parliament  will  be  dissolved  be- 
fore the  period  when  it  will  otherwise  expire 
by  effluxion  of  time.  Should  that  event 
take  place,  I  have  no  doubt  as  to  what 
the  verdict  of  the  people  will  be  in  regard 
to  the  political  combination  which  has  re- 
cently been  formed. 

Senator  ST.  LEDGER  (Queensland) 
[3.37]. — My  honorable  friend,  Senator 
Findley,  has  confidently  declared  that  he 
echoes  the  feelings  of  the  electors  when  he 
expresses  the  view  that  the  Government 
<night  at  once  to  proceed  witK  the  transac- 
tion of  public  business.  He  has  affirmed 
that  he  knows  the  mind  of  the  people — to 
whose  decision  we  must  ultimately  submit — 
upon  the  present  position  of  parties  in  this 
P  ar liament.  I  n  deed ,  he  used  the  word 
"people"  so  frequently  that  I  was  irre- 
sistibly reminded  of  a  very  graphic  incident 
whidi  occurred  in  the  French  Chamber  of 
Deputies  at  an  exceedingly  critical  time. 
Upon  the  occasi<Hi  in  question  a  certain  re- 
presentative used  the  word  "  people  "  as  a 
reason  for  all  his  appeals.  Scane  dastardly 
crime  had  been  committed  which  had  been 
adjudicated  upon  by  one  of  the  Judges. 
When  it  became  manifest  that  no  defence 
could  be  offered,  for  that  crime,  the  ac- 
cused was  asked  what  he  had  to  say.  He 
replied  :  "  I  did  it  in  the  name  'of  the 
pec^le."  The  Judge  answered:  "It  is 
rather  regrettable  that  at  the  present  time 
every  blackguard  justifies  his  {u:tions  in  the 
name  of  the  people. "    In  this  Scxiate,  there 


are  numerous  precedents  in  regard  to 
moti<»is  for  adjournment  being  submitted 
with  the  object  of  granting  an  incoming 
Government  time  in  which  to  formulate 
their  policy  in  detail.  The  adjournment 
sought  has  always  been  sanctioned.  It  must 
be  apparent  to  hcmorable  senators  opposite 
that  when  a  new  Government  is  formed, 
Ministers  themselves  are  often  not  in  suffi- 
ciently close  touch  upcMi  matters  of  adminis- 
traticMi  to  aiable  them  in  a  brief  period  to 
devise  the  machinery  by  which  they  propose 
to  ^ve  effect  to  their  policy.  Whoever  a 
motion  of  this  kind  has  been  submitted  in 
the  House  of  Representatives — which  more 
closely  represents  the  electors  than  does  the 
Senate — it  has  been  usual  to  accede  to  it 
without  demur.  Senator  Needham  and 
others  have  urged  that  the  Fisher  Govern- 
ment, upon  taking  office,  sought  an  adjourn- 
ment for  <»ily  eight  days.  I  believe  that 
that  statement  is  histOTically  COTrect.  But 
it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  at  that  time  we 
were  on  the  eve  of  recess.  It  seems  to  me 
that  the  Opposition  might  have  very  easily 
blocked  the  adjournment  which  was  then 
proposed  had  they  chosen  to  resort  to  the 
tactics  which  are  being  emplgyed  on  the  pre- 
sent occasicn.  Under  the  circumstances 
which  existed,  the  late  Administrati<»i  could 
scarcely  have  asked  for  a  Iraiger  adjourn- 
ment than  the  eight  days.  When  the  motion 
was  submitted,  the  Oppositicm  at  once  re- 
cognised that  the  Government  should 
be  allowed  to  put  their  policy  before  the 
people  as  soon  as  possible. 

Senator  Needham. — That  is  what  we 
want  to  do  now. 

Senator  ST.  LEDGER.— No  doubt ; 
but  the  circumstances  are  entirely  different. 

Senator  de  Largie. — ^There  is  a  mighty 
differenoe. 

Senator  ST.  LEDGER.— I  thank  the 

honorable  .senator  for  his  interjectiOT.  The 
difference  is  so  great  that  I  hope  it  will 
become  more  accentuated.  The  reason  why 
the  "Ministry  ask  for  an  adjournment  of 
three  weeks  must  be  apparent  to  everybody 
save  honorable  senators  opposite.  I  pre- 
sume that  the  members  of  the  Opposition 
are  acquainted  not  merely  with  the  trend  of 
political  events  in.  Australia,  but  also  with 
their  traid  in  other  <xnintries — events  which 
may  have  a  very  important  bearing  upon 
Australian  affairs.  The  most  important 
question ,  and  the  one  which  most  im- 
mediately concerns  ourselves  and  the  Em- 
pire, is  that  of  defence.  Tlut  ques- 
tion must  be  condiiQeedby  Vj^(xkQg  l&y  well 
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for  Senator  Pearce — who  may  be  thoroughly 
seized  of  his  own  intenti<xis  in  regard  to  an 
Australian  defence  policy — — 

Senator  Pearce. — I  thought  that  we  were 
discussing  a  proposal  for  an  adjournment. 

Senator  ST.  LEDGER.— The  new  Min- 
istry  must  consider  that  very  serious  ques- 
tion. 

Senator  Peabce. — I  thought  that  they 
had  arrived  at  a  decision  upon  it. 

Senator  ST.  LEDGER.— No.  If  Min- 
isters were  not  so  entirely  seized  of  the  great 
(fifficulties  surrounding  it,  they  might  be 
able  to  grapple  with  it  in  an  instant.  But 
they  realize  those  diflkulties,  not  merely 
in  relation  to  the  Commonwealth,  but  also 
in  relation  to  the  Empire,  and  though  they 
ma^  have  formulated  the  general  lines  of 
their  defence  policy,  they  still  have  to  cast 
upon  some  individual  Minister  the  respon- 
sibility of  framing  it  in  detail.  If  that 
Minister  were  gifted  with  the  gigantic  in- 
telligence of  the  late  Minister  of  Defence, 
he  might  be  able  to  convey  his  impressions 
to  his  Cabinet  in  a  few  short  sentences,  and 
he  nught  also  possess  sufficient  force  of 
character  to  be  able  to  impose  his  will  upon 
his  colleagues.'  But  tKe  present  .Govern- 
ment are  not  built  that  way,  and  its  sup- 
porters claim  that  upon  the  question  of  de- 
fence— on  which  possibly  the  safety  of  the 
Commonwealth  and  of  the  Empire  may' 
depend— the  Minister  of  Defence  shall  be 
afforded  ample  time  in  which  to  grip  the 
subject  fron  an  Australian  point  of  view, 
so  that  when  he  ^ters  the  forthcoming  Im- 
perial Conference,  he  will  be  able  to  speak 
not  merely  with  a  full  genera!  knowledge 
of  tliat  policy,  but  with  a  full  knowledge 
of  its  details.  I  ask  honorable  senators 
opposite  whether,  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
we  have  been  invited  by  the  Admiralty  au- 
thorities to  be  represented  at  the  gathering 
in  question,  an  adjournment  of  three  weeks 
is  too  short  a  period  in  which  to  permit 
of  that  matter  being  discussed  in  all  its 
bearings?  Did  Senator  Pearce,  when  he 
joined  the  late  Government,  have  all  his 
ideas  upon  defence  matters  so  formulated, 
that  he  was  in  a  position  to  present  them  to 
the  Cabinet  and  to  Parliament  within  the 
short  space  of  eight  davs?  There  is  an- 
other reason  why  Ministers  are  almost 
modest  in  requesting  an  adjournment  for 
only  three  weeks.  It  must  be  apparent  to 
every  honorable  senator  that  the  positiai  of 
Commonwealth  is  such  that  tiie  Trea- 
'''r  will  require  a  gqpd  deal  of  time  in 


which  to  coosider  the  financial  relatitxiship 
which  should  exist  between  the  States  and 
the  Commonwealth.  I  do  not  think  there  is 
a  single  member  of  this  Chamber  who — ^if 
he  occupied  the  position  of  Treasuro^,  and 
were  saddled  with  the   responsibility  of 
devising  a  scheme  for  the  adjustment  of  the 
financial  relations  of  the  States  to  the  Com- 
monwealth— would     not     desire  ample 
time   in   which   to  consider  that  impor- 
tant   matter    in    all    its    bearings.  It 
is  useless  to  disguise  the  fact  that  at 
the  present  time  -honorable  soiators  oppo- 
site axe  simply  beating  time,  in  ord^  to 
\-entilate  sane  of  the  irritation  that  they 
feel.    Senator  Findley,  in  addwnng  rea- 
sons  for   opposing    the    motion,  spoke 
about  recent  demonstrations  of  political 
(pinion,  showing  that  the  Government  did 
not  hold   the  omfidence  of  the  public. 
There  are  times  »  hen  every  member  of  Par- 
liament is  bound  to  give  the  most  respectful 
attention  to  any  demcHistration  of  public 
opini(»i..  But  at  a  time  like  this,  when  die 
gravest  judgment  is  required  on  the  part 
of  those  lesponuble  for  the  government  of 
the  country,  there  should  be  full  time  for 
ctmsidering  matters  of  policy  in  all  their 
details;  and  I  protest  against  any  attempt 
to  coerce  a  Ministry  at  a  time  when  they 
ought  to  be  given  an  opportunity  to  lay 
their  policy  before  the  country  in  a  proper 
manner.      The  people  of    this  country 

expect  

Senator  McGbegob. — Every  man  to  do 
his  duty  I 

Senator  ST.  LEDGER.— The  Opposi- 
tion are  not  dfnng;  their  duty  in  the  aense 
of  extending  British  fair  play  to  the  Go- 
vernment. 

Senator  Pearce. — Fair  play? 

Senator  ST.  LEDGER.— They  are  en- 
titled to  fair  play.  Take  the  matter 
of  defence  alone.  I  may  appeal  to  the 
late  Minister  of  Defence,  and  ask  him 
whether  he  would  like  to  be  delegated  to 
go  to  London  to  represent  the  Common- 
wealth after  having  been  <»ily  me  hour  in 
the  Cabinet  that  proposed  to  send  him  ? 

Senator  Pearce. — ^We  could  be  ready  in 
an  hour,  because  we  have  a  definite  policy. 
The  present  Government  want  three  weeks 
because  they  have  no  policy. 

Senator  ST.  LEDGER.  —  Honorable 
senators  opposite  are  always  ready.  That 
is  noting  so  cock-sure  and  ready  for  action 
as  colossal  ignorance.  It  is  a  characteristic 
of  ignorance  th^  it  is  always  ready  to  jump- 
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Senator  ftlcGitBGOft. — ^That  is  the  reason 
why  the  honorable  senator  has  stepped  into 
the  breach. 

Senator  ST.  LEDGER.— I  do  not  hap- 
pen to  be  even  within  sight  of  a  potfolio 
yet. 

SenatCMT  Peabce. — The  honorable  sena- 
tor's chance  has  inunensely  improved  after 
rendering  this  service  to  the  Government. 

Senator  ST.  LEDGER.— I  am  not  de- 
ifending  the  Government.  I  can  under- 
stand that  the  ex- Vice- President  of  the 
fxecutire  Council  would  like  to  draw  all 
the  fire  upon  me ;  but  I  am  merely  explain- 
ing what,  fnxn  ray  pmot  of  view,  is  the 
fair  course  to  adopt  towards  the  new  Minis- 
try. Take  the  financial  questicxi.  The 
requirements  of  the  States,  the  matter  of 
taking  over  the  States  debts,  and  that  of 
the  future  harmoQious  working  of  the  Com- 
monwealth with  the  States,  are  difficult 
'questions.  One  of  the  reasons  that  has 
brought  about  a  change  of  parties  has  been 
a  distrust  of  the  late  Government  in  regard 
to  its  financial  policy.  One  of  the  most 
important  propositions  that  roust  be  sub- 
mitted to  Parliament  is  a  fairly  definite 
detailed  scheme  for  provitling  for  the  re- 
quirements of  the  Commonwealth,  and  at 
the  same  time  maintaining  harmonious  re- 
lations with  the  States.  The  Treasurer 
Aviil  have  to  take  into  consideration  all 
that  has  happened  in  the  past.  Under 
these  circumstances,  the  request  of  the  Go- 
wiunent  for  a  three  weeks'  adjournment, 
in  order  that  they  may  gather  together  the 
threads  of  the  various  questions  facing 
than,  and  formulate  a  serviceable  texture 
of  pcdicy,  is  remarkably  reascmable.  I 
appeal  to  honorable  senators  whether  they 
think  they  will  expedite  business  by  shorten- 
ing the  adjournment.  On  calm  reflection 
they  will,  I  think,  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  request  is  a  modest  one.  I  may 
illustrate  the  point  which  I  am  emphasizing 
by  an  incident  which  is  commonly  quoted 
at  the  bar.  In  a  celebrated  criminal  case 
in  England,  the  evidence  terminated  shortly 
afttt  lunch.  Counsel  asked  for  time  in 
wbidv  to  prepare  his  address  to  the  jury. 
His  request  was  lefused  by  the  Judge.  He 
had  to  go  on  with  the  case.  He  proce^ed 
until  tw  usual  time  for  adjourning  the 
Court.  On  the  following  morning  he  re- 
sumed, but  spoke  for  only  a  quarter  of 
an  hour.  The  Judge  asked  him  why  he 
had  been  so  impatient  for  delay  on  the  pre- 
vious afternoon.  The  eminent  counsel 
said,  "  My,  Lord,  I  have  since  had  time 
to  collect  »actly  what  I  wanted  to  say,  and 


have,  therefore,  been  able  to  shwten  the 
business  of  this  Court."  So  also  if  we  give 
Ministers  time  to  formulate  their  ideas,  and 
to  make  themselves  acquainted  with  their 
respective  Departments,  we  shall  enable 
ihem  to  construct  a  serviceable  political 
fabric,  and  to  present  it  to  the  public  in 
an  acceptable  form.  It  is  h^hly  desirable 
that  that  should  be  done  in  the  interests, 
not  only  of  this  Parliament,  but  of  the 
wht^e  Commonwealth  of  Australia. 

Senator  Sir  ROBERT  BEST  (Victoria 
— Minister  of  Trade  and  Ctistoras)  .[3.53]. 
— I  think  that  my  honorable  friend,  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition,  will,  _upon  reflec- 
tion, discover  that  he  has  been  somewhat 
ungracious  in  declining  to  accede  to  what  I 
r^ard,  and  what  after  further  thought  he 
will,  I  think,  regard,  as  a  reasonable  and 
modest  request.  It  has  been  stated 
several  honorable  senators  opposite  that 
under  ordinary  circumstances  the  request 
would  be  reasonable.  But,  under  the  influ- 
ence of  considerable  perturbation,  my  hon- 
orable friends  have  satisfied  themselves  that 
the  present  circumstances,  for  reas(wis  men- 
tioned by  them,  are  extraordinary.  That  a 
Government  should  ask  for  time  to  prepare 
its  business  fen-  Parliament  is  a  most  wdi- 
nary  circumstance.  Honorable  senators 
opposite  cannot  get  away  from  that.  Sena- 
tor Needham  said  that  he  would  have 
accepted  it  as  a  reasonable  request 
if  the  Government  had  agreed  upon 
their  pol  icy .  I  give  the  hontwable 
senator  my  most  firm  and  definite  assurance 
that  we  have  agreed  upon  our  policy . 
But  it  is  for  the  purpose  of  trans- 
lating that  policy  into  the  necessary  Bills 
for  presentation  to  Parliament  that  we  re- 
quire the  reas(mablc^  adjournmoit  for  which 
we  have  asked.  I  commenced  by  .saying 
that  Senator  McGregor  on  reflection 
will  regard  his  action  on  this  occasion 
as  ungracious.  According  to  all  past 
and  well-re<*ognised  traditions  of  this 
and  the  other  Chamber,  and  prac- 
tically of  every  parliamentary  institution 
within  the  Empire,  a  request  of  this  kind 
made  by  a  Gm-ernment  is  acceded  to  as  a 
matter  of  course.  I  shall  show  my  h(Hiorable 
friend,  Senator  McGregor,  that  it  has  been 
the  practice  followed  in  this  Parliament 
on  several  occasions  in  which  he  took 
a  part  himself.  Some  emphasis  was 
laid  just  now  upwDU  the  fact  that  the 
Fisher  Government  asked  for  only  eight 
days.  That  statement  was  not  accurate. 
What  actually  did  take  place  was  that  on  * 
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certain  Thursday  it  was  announced  that  tihe 
new  Government  had  not  completed  their  list 
of  Ministers,  and  as  leader  of  the  Senate, 
and  at  the  request  of  Senator  McGregor,  I 
then  moved  the  adjournment  of  the  Swiate 
until  next  day.  I  have  a  most  definite  re- 
collection that  on  several  occasions  when  the 
last  Deakin  Government  was  going  out  of 
office,  I  went  to  my  honorable  friend  and 
a^ed  him  what  he  wanted.  The  honor- 
able senator  had  only  to  say  what  he  wanted 
in  order  to  have  it  conceded  by  myself  as 
a  member  of  the  retiring  Government,  and 
by  the  then  leader  of  the  Opposition,  Sena- 
tor Millen. 

Senator  '  McGregor.  —  The  honorable 
senator  is  fcHrgetting  to  tell  the  Senate  what 
he  asked  me  to  do. 

Senator  Sir  ROBERT  BEST.— I  do  not 
know  what  my  hcmorable  friend  means  by 
that. 

Senator  McGregor. — I  shall  tell  the  hon- 
orable senator  privately. 

Senator  Sir  ROBERT  BEST.— 1  do 
knew  that  I  asked  the  honorable  senator 
what  would  best  suit  his  convenience,  and 
I  yielded  to  his  wishes  immediately.  On 
the  Friday  following  the  Thursday  to  which 
I  have  referred  the  honorable  saiatra  asked 
f<»-  an  adjournment  to  the  Wednesday  fol- 
lowing. 

Senator  McGregor. — Did  I  not  do  the 
same  with  Senator  Millen  ?  Did  I  not 
ask  that  honorable  senator? 

Senator  Sir  ROBERT  BEST.— I  wish 
my  honorable  friend  to  follow  this :  That 
was  an  adjournment  for  five  days.  The 
honorable  senator  got  that  adjournment, 
and  then  he  asked  lor  an  additicmal  eight 
days,  and  without  any  hesitation  whatever 
that  additional  adjournment  was  omceded 
as  a  matter  of  course. 

Senator  Chataway. — ^As  a  matter  of  cour- 
tesy. 

Senator  Sir  ROBERT  BEST.— As  a 
matter  of  course,  as  well  as  a  matter  of 
courtesy,  it  was  conceded  to  the  honorable 
senator  at  once.  My  honorable  friend  must 
know  that  on  everv  occasicm  his  convenience 
was  consulted,  and  his  statement  accepted 
without  demur.  On  the  occasion  to  which  I 
refer  the  honorable  senator  asked  for  eight 
days.  What  to  ,  do  ?  Practically  to 
consider  a  few  remaining  measures  which 
the  retiring  Government  desired  should  be 
put  through.  It  was  not  an  adjournment 
of  eight  days,  for  the  purpose  of  preparing 
a  policy  for  themselves ;  but  eight  days  in 
which  to  prepare  fix  finishing  up  a  session 


and  getting  into  a  six  mcHiths*  recess.  Not 
oa\y  was  that  cmoeded,  but  in  the  conduct  of 
the  business  of  the  Senate  every  considera- 
tion was  extwided  to  my  honcvable  friend 
and  his  colleagues,  by  Senator  Millen,  the 
then  leader  of  the  Opposition,  and  by  my- 
self. In  view  of  all  this,  and  in  view  of 
the  recognised  courtesy  and  tradition  of 
Parliament,  when  an  assurance  is  given  to 
my  honcn-able  friends  opposite  that  we  re- 
quire thrae  weeks  for  the  preparation  of 
our  measures,  in  order  to  npedite  public 
btisiness,  we  are  surely  making  only  a  rea- 
sonable request.  We,  of  course,  must  be 
the  b^  judges  as  to  the  length  of  the  ad- 
joumm^t  we  require,  and  I  am  really  sur- 
prised that  our  statement  on  the  subject 
should  be  doubted,  or  that  there  should  be 
the  smallest  hesitation  displayed  in  grant- 
ing our  request.  I  should  also  like  to  point 
out  to  my  honorable  friend  that  when  the 
first  Deakin  Administration  was  ejected 
fron  office,  and  was  succeeded  by  the  Wat- 
son Administration,  an  adjournment  of 
three  weeks  was  asked  for,  and  by  Senator 
McGr^or.  who  was  then  leader  of  the 
Senate.  On  the  27th  April,  1904,  the  hon- 
orable senator  moved  %at  the  Senate  at  its 
rising  adjourn  until  Wednesday,  i8th  Mav. 
That  was  for  a  period  of  three  weeks.  He 
then  mentioned  the  new  Ministers  who  had 
been  sworn  in,  and  he  went  on  to  say — 

Id  moving  that  the  Senate  adjourn  until  the 
i8tb  May,  I  think  that  honorable  senators  wilt 
acknowledge  that  on  account  of  the  length  of  the 
present  session,  and  the  many  difficulties  that 
naturally  face  a  new  Ministry— many  of  the  mem- 
bers of  which  have  had  very  little  Ministeriat 
experience  in  the  past,  while  tome  have  bad  none 
whatever — they  are  really  entitled  to  a  little 
consideration.  I  am  almost  certain  that  every 
member  of  the  Senate  will  be  magnanimous 
enough  to  grant  to  the  new  Ministry  the  length 
of  time  asked  for.  Without  going  into  any 
statement  of  policy — which  would  really  be  in- 
judicious, and  which,  in  fact,  I  should  be  unable 
to  do  at  present — I  may  state  that  in  due  course 
the  Government  will  put  their  policy  before  Par- 
liament, and  will  await  the  approval  of  both 
Houses.  I  therefore  submit  the  motion  which 
I  have  already  indicated. 

The  motion  was  seccHided  by  5»iator  Daw- 
son, and  then  Senator  Drake,  who  was 
leading  the  Senate  at  the  time,  said — 

It  is,  of  course,  natural  that  the  incoming 
Ministry  should  ask  for  some  time  to  prepare 
their  policy.  Those  who  have  been  in  office — 
and  there  are  many  honorable  senators  who  have 
been  in  that  position — recognise  the  '  difficulties 
that  face  the  Government.  We  in  the  Senate 
shall,  I  hope,  be  in  the  future,  as  we  have  bceo 
hitherto,  critics,  but  I  trust  that  wc  sh.ill  always 
be  fair  critics,  Wc  recognise  that  in  order  that 
a  new  Ministry  may  have  absolutely  fair  play  it 
is  necessary  that  they  should  have  sufficient  tim* 
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to  prepue  their  Bills,  and  to  bring  tbem  down 
to  Parliament.  When  we  do  meet  again  I  hope 
that  the  Government  will  have  their  bills  ready, 
ud  that  we  shftU  be  able  to  go  on  with  the  vrork 
of  the  session.  I  have,  therefore,  no  objectum 
whatever  to  the  motion  moved  by  my  honorable 
friend  the  Vice-President  of  the  £,xecutive  Coun- 
cil. 

I  ask  my  honorable  friend.  Senator 
McGregOT,  to  do  unto  others  as  others  have 
done  tuxto  him. 

Senator  Pearce. — That  is  what  we  are 
doing. 

Senator  Sir  ROBERT  BEST.— If  that 
is  the  honorable  menober's  idea  of  fair  play> 
k  differs  frcnn  the  fair  pUy  that  others  have 
extmded  to  him. 

Senates  Peakce- — We  are  giving  the 
same  fair  play  as  we  got  at  the  commence* 
oent  of  this  sesaon. 

Senator  Sir  ROBERT  BEST.— My  hon- 
orable friend  has  no  reason  to  -  com- 
plain ;  he  never  got  on  any  oocaskm 
anything  but  fair  play.  I  trust  that 
it  will  always  be  the  reputation  of 
<he  Senate  that  it  extends  fair  play  to 
every  Minister  who  may  be  a  member  of 
it.  Ministers  have  public  duties  to  per- 
form, and  they  have  a  right  to  expect  that 
generous  consideration  will  be  extended  to 
them  in  the  conduct  of  business.  X  say 
that  Senator  McGregor  must  recognise  that 
a  numb^  of  men  have  been  brought  to- 
gether in  the  present  Mii^stry.  I  have 
^ven  an  assurance  that  we  have  agreed 
upcMi  our  policy.  Is  it  fair  that  my  h<»i- 
orable  friend  should  doubt  what  I  say? 
I  tell  him  again  that  we  have  agreed  upon 
■our  policy,  and  are  anxious  to  translate 
it  into  Bills  for  presentati(»i  to  Parliament. 

Sbnator  McGregor  . — ^The  honorable 
senator  knows  that  the  Government  could 
do  that  in  a  week  if  they  desired  to  do  so. 

Senator  Sir  ROBERT  BEST.— Surely 
with  his  experience  my  bcmorable  friend 
knows  that  such  is  not  the  case.  If  this 
could  be  done  in  a  week  by  the  present 
Government,  how  is  it  that  my  iKmorable 
friend  asked  for  three  weeks  on  behalf  of 
the  Watson  Government? 

Senator  McGregor — Because  Parlia- 
ment had  beai  sitting  for  m<xiths  pre- 
viously. 

Senator  Sir  ROBERT  BEST.—I  cannot 
Fee  what  that  has  to  do  with  it.  Sena- 
tor McGregor  must  know  that  if  we  are  to 
transact  our  business  in  a  businesslike  way 
it  must  first  be  carefully  prepared  and  gub- 
imtted  to  the  Senate  in  a  businesslike  form. 
The  curtailment  of  the  adjournment  asked 
"for  by  one  week  would  certainly  not  in  any 


way  expedite  public  business.  On  the  con- 
trary, it  would  be  calculated  to  more  seri- 
ously delay  the  proper  and  efficient  trtuisac- 
tion  of  public  business,  because  nothing 
causes  greater  delay  in  the  work  of  Par- 
liament than  the  introduction  of  ill- 
considered  measures.  I  urge  that  my 
honorable  friend  is  not  doing  himself 
justice  in  opposing  the  reascmable  re- 
quest that  we  have  made.  I  am  in 
full  sympathy  with  what  has  been  stated 
by  serera  1  honorable  senators ,  w  ho  are 
residents  of  Queensland  and  Western  Aus- 
tralia,  and  who  cannot  readily  get  back 
to  their  homes.  But  there  are  honorable 
senators  on  both  sides  who  xesidf;  in  th« 
more  distant  States,  and  it  will  be  within 
the  recollection  of  Senator  McGregor  that 
oa  many  occasions  there  have  been  adjourn- 
ments granted  for  a  week,  a  fortnight, 
three  weeks,  or  a  month,  without  any  demur 
or  hesitation.  These  things  are  incidental  to 
the  transaction  of  public  buuness,  and  in 
all  the  circumstances  I  urge  my  honorable 
friend  not  to  be  so  ungracious  as  to  persist 
with  his  amendment  whm  be  has  my  assur- 
ance that  we  require  the  adjournmoit  asked 
for  to  prepare  our  measures.  That  assur- 
ance should  be  accepted.  In  view  of  the 
fact  that  a  similar  request  made  by  the 
honoriUde  senator  himself  on  b^lf  of  the 
Watson  Govenun«it,  of  whidi  he  was  a 
member,  was  at  once  granted,  and  that  he 
expected  and  received  on  that  occasion  the 
magnanimous  consideration  of  every  mem- 
ber of  the  Senate,  he  should  be  prepared  to 
admit  that  we  have  a  right  to  ask  from 
honorable  senators  opposite  at  least  the 
same  generous  treatment. 

Senator  CHATAWAY  (Queensland) 
[4.8]. — From  the  way  in  which  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition  has  beamed  upon  the 
Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs,  I  feel  sure 
that  he  intends  to  give  way,  and  will  not 
press  his  amendment.  The  principal  point 
urged  from  the  other  side  is  that  the  ad- 
journment should  be  for  only  a  fortnight 
in  order  that  the  transaction  of  public 
business  may  be  expedited.  But  the  Minis- 
ter of  Trade  and  Customs  has  made  a  point 
which  cannot  be  pressed  hcmie  too  strongly 
not  only  to  the  Senate  but  to  the  whole 
country,  viz.,  that  if  ill-considered,  ill- 
digested,  badly-drafted  measures  are 
brought  down,  delay  must  take  place  in 
their  consideration  in  Parliament,  which 
will  seriously  delay  the  accomplishment 
of  any  public  business.  I  venture  to  say 
that  our  honorable  friends  opposite  would 
be  the  very   first  to  howl  from  a  public 
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platf(Mnn — "  Look  at  the  miserable  muddle 
•>{  the  Bills  the  Government  brought  down. 
We  had  to  alter  and  amend  them,  <x  they 
had  to  withdraw  them  and  have  them  re- 
drafted." Senator  McGregor  is,  no  doubt, 
carefully  manufacturing  anmunition  for  the 
fufure.  He  knows  that, if  the  Govern- 
ment are  not  given  sufficient  time  to  prepare 
th»r  noeaaores  and  bring  them  forward  in 
the  best  possible^  form,  they  will  be  the 
more  open  to  criticism,  and  be  will  have 
a  far  better  chance  to  rfFectively  oppose  the 
Government  than  he  would  otherwiae  have. 
It  has  already  been  mentioned  that  the 
Watson  Government  when  they  came  into 
power,  were  granted  an  adjournment 
of  three  weeks.  It  is  worth  the  while 
of  the  pec^le  of  Australia  always  to 
remember  that  there  is  one  party  in  Aus- 
tralian political  life,  the  Labour  Party,  the 
members  of  which  are  never  tired  of  saying 
from  cme  end  of  Australia  to  another 
— "We  are  the  cmly  party  with 
a  clearly  defined  platform  and  every 
one  knows  what  our  policy  is," 
yet  when  they  got  into  power  they  wanted 
an  adjournment  of  three  weeks  in  which 
to  fix  it  up.  The  attitude  which  these  gen- 
tlemen are  taking  up  towards  the  Govern- 
ment is  not  only  discourteous,  not  only 
lacking  in  magnanimity,  but  absolutely 
illogical  and  inconsistent  with  that  which 
they  themselves  adopt  when  they  go 
thiDugh  the  country  saying  to  the  pe<^le, 
'*  We  are  the  party  with  a  pcrficy;  we  are 
the  party  who  krKW  exactly  what  we  want ; 
put  us  in  power  and  we  will  carry  on  our 
policy.  The  other  fellows  have  no  policy ; 
they  have  nothing  ready  to  put  before  the 
country."  Yet  what  happened?  When  a 
Labour  Government  got  into  power  it 
wanted  an  adjournment  of  three  weeks — 
which  was  given  without  the  slightest  cavil 
by  the  Opposition — to  put  their  policy  into 
fonn.  When  a  party  which  is  alleged  by 
tb&n  to  have  no  policy  takes  office,  they 
do  not  propose  to  allow  an  adjournment 
for  even  the  period  which  was  necessary  to 
a  Labour  Government  with  a  clear,  definite 
policy,  which  has  been  skited  abcMtt  all 
over  Australia.  They  mv;t  have  an  ad- 
journment of  three  weeks  to  get  their 
policy  rtady  for  submission  to  Parliament, 
but  when  this  Government,  which  is  al- 
leged by  them  to  have  no  policj-,  asks  for 
a  similar  adjournment  to  get  their  mea- 
sures ready,  they  say,  "That  is  too  long ;  a 
fortnight's  adjournment  will  be  quite  suiSi* 
dent."  If  honorable  senators  on  the  other 
tide  are  really  anxious  to  expedite  the  busi- 
Senator  Chettmay. 


ness  of  Parliament,  the  best  possible  thing 
which  can  be  dcme  is  to  enable  the  Govern- 
ment to  submit  their  business  after  it  has 
been  considered  very  carefully,  and  then, 
if  they  find   that   the   Bills'  have  beea 
drafted   badly,  or   drawn  up  hurriedly, 
they  Avill  be  perfectly  at  liberty,  and 
entitled,    to   turn    round    and    say  to 
the  Government,  "  Yon  asked  for  an  ad- 
journment of  three  weeks  as  sufficient  to 
enable  you  to  pr^are  your  business  for  tlie 
oHisideration  of  Parliament;  you  were  al- 
lowed that  time,  but  you  have  brought  for- 
ward measures  which  have  been  drafted 
badly,  and  which  will  have  either  to  be- 
withdrawn,  or  to  be  recast  nearlv  from  be- 
ginning to  end."    In  that  case,,'the  Oppo- 
sition would  have  a  reasonable  ground  for 
complaining  against  the  Government.  But 
they  will  have  no  ground  for  making  a 
complaint  if  they  compel  the  Government 
to  draft  thdr  measures  in  a  shorter  time 
than  is  considered  necessary.   At  the  end  of 
last  session  there  was  a  diange,  and  the 
new  Government  went  on  with  the  business 
which   was    already    before  Parliament. 
When  they  were  pressed  to  fix  a  date  for 
the  re  assembling  of  Parliament — for  the- 
Opposition  urged  very  rightly  that  it  was 
necessary  to  get  on  with  business  as  quickly 
as  possible — it  was  explained  that  it  was 
absolutely  necessary  for  the  Government  to- 
have  a  recess  of  reasonable  length  in  order 
to  prepare  their  policy.    The  recess  ran 
into  about  150  days,  and  now  the  present 
Government  ask  for  an  adjournment  of 
twenty-one  days  for  exactly  the  same  pur- 
pose.   Every  time  a  member  of  the  Labour 
Ministry  was  asked  a  questiwi  on  that  par- 
ticular   point    he    referred    the  ques- 
tioner to  what  one  of  the  newspapers  here 
described  as  "  a  place   called  Gympie." 
where  the  Prime  Minister  was  gmng  to  de- 
liver a  policy  speech,  and  would  let  the- 
people  know.    During  the  recess,  a  most 
important  Conference  was  held   in  Tas- 
mania.   It  was  attended  by  three  Minis- 
ters, and  when  they  were  asked  whether 
they  had  any   suggestions   to  malre,  or 
agreed  with  suggestions  which  had  been 
made,  the  reply  was,  "  We  cannot  give  vou 
any  information  now;  wait  until  the  police- 
speech  has  been   delivered   at  GymjMe." 
One  would  think  that  the  Labour  Part>- 
and  the  late  Labour  Government  never  had 
p  policy  until  they  managed  to  fire  it  off 
there.    As  a  matter  of  fact,  they  took 
months  before  thev  would  even  so  much  a* 
deign  to  tell  the  people  |ffh9t,,^iplfc[  the\- 
proposed  to  carrv  ouf.*^"^ 
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Senator  McGregor.  —  The  honorable 
senator  ought  to  have  known  all  that. 

Senator  CHATAWAV.— The  honorable 
senator  wanted  all  the  time  he  could  get. 
I  am  not  oomplaining.  I  knew  well  enough 
■what  was  going  to  be  fired  off.  I  knew 
that  tbe  late  Government  were  going  to  fire 
off  confiscation  at  Gympie. 

The  PRESIDENT.— Order! 

Senator  CHATAWAY.— Do  I  under- 
stand, sir,  that  I  am  out  of  order? 

The  PRESIDENT.— The  honorable 
soiator  was  commenting  on  the  policy 
which  was  then  formulated^  and  that  is 
Mhat  I  took  exception  to. 

Senator  CHATAWAY.— I  thought  that 
Senator  McGregor's  interjection,  that 
I  knew  the  policy,  justified  me  in  telling 
him  what  I  did  luiow.  However,  if  I  am 
out  of  order,  I  shall  not  pursue  the  matter. 
The  fact  remains  that  the  late  Go\-ernroent 
{Moposed,  and  secured  without  very  much 
difficulty,  a  recess  of  five  or  six  months  in 
order  that  they  might  prepare  their  busi- 
ness and  lay  before  Australia  the  policy 
which  they  intended  to  pursue.  The  same 
honorable  gentlemen  who  secured  that  con- 
cession from  both  Houses  are  now  actually 
refusing  to  the  present  Government  the 
paltry  concession  of  an  adjournment  for 
twenty-one  days.  I  take  it,  sir,  that  if 
the  Opposition  are  really  serious  in  wishing 
to  carry  on  the  business  of  the  cotmtry, 
they  know  perfectly  well  that  the  best  thing 
they  can  do  in  its  interests  is  to  allow  the 
Government  time  in  which  to  prepare,  and 
bring  their  measures  before  Parliament  in  a 
proper  and  workmanlike  f<Mm.  There  is  no 
blinking  the  fact  that  tbe  political  changes 
which  have  recently  taken  place  have 
brought  t<^ther  sections  in  political  life 
who  hitherto  have  been,  to  a  great  extent, 
antagonistic  to  each  other,  but  who  have 
been  forced  to  oon^ine  by  reascm  of  the  fact 
that  the  Labour  Party  are  attacking  them 
wherever  th^  have  the  slightest  hope  of 
winning  a  seat.  In  the  face  of  that,  it  is 
not  unreascwiable  that  the  new  Administra- 
tion should  ask  the  Senate  to  allow  them  a 
little  time  in  which  to  formulate  a  policy 
^after  they  have  thcwoughlv  threshed  out  a 
large  amount  of  detail.  I  urge  that  the 
Opposition  should  accept  the  suggestion 
made  by  Senator  Best,  and  should  not 
press  the  amendment.  I  think  it  must  be 
obvious  to  them  that  the  only  thing  which 
they  can  do  by  carrying  the  amendment  is 
to  put  a  considerable  nuii^)er  of  honorable 
senators  to  very  serious  inconvenience.  X 
had  hoped  to  be  able  to  go  to  my  own  State 


in  the  course  of  a  few  days,  but  if  the 
amendment  is  carried  I  fail  to  see  how  that 
will  be  possible.  The  only  effect  of  the 
amendment,  if  carried,  will  Be  that  the 
Senate  will  be  adjourned  until  Uie  i6th 
instant,  and  when  it  meets  on  that  day  it 
will  promptly  be  adjourned  to  the  2yd 
instant,  putting  honorable  senators  to  in- 
convenience, doinx  the  country  no  good, 
but  merely  venting  s«ne  petty  spite,  which 
appears  to  be  actuating  honorable  senators 
on  the  other  side. 

Senator  DOBSON  (Tasmania)  [4.20].— 
Mr.  President  

Senator  Pearce. — I  think,  sir,  that  we 
should  have  a  quorum  to  listen  to  the  hon- 
orable senatw. 

A  quorum  not  being  present, 

The  PBESIDE.ST  adjourned  the  Senate  at  4.3a 
p.m. 

J^ousc  of  Kcprcsentatibcs. 

Wednesday,  2  June,  ipop. 

Mr.  Speaker  took  tbe  chair  at  2.30 
p.m.,  and  read  prayers. 

NEW  ADMINISTRATION. 
Mr.  DEAKIN  (Ballarat— Prime  Min- 
iiter)  [2.31].— His  Excellency  the  Go- 
vernor-General having  oonmissioaed  me 
to  form  a  Ministry,  I  communicated  witii 
the  honorable  gentlemen  whose  names  I 
shall  mention,  and  they  accepted  die  offices 
attached  to  their  names  : — 

The  Honorable  Joseph  Cook. — Min- 
ister of  State  for  Defence ; 

The  Right  Honorable  Sir  John  For- 
rest, P.C.,  G.C.M.G.— Trea- 
surer ; 

Senator  the  Honorable  Sir  Robert 
Wallace  Best,  K,  C.  M.  G.— 
Minister  of  State  for  Trade  and 
Cu8t<»ns; 

The  Honorable  Littleton  Ernest 

GsooM. — Minister  of  State  for 

External  Affairs; 
The   Honorable   Patrick  McMahom 

Glynn. — Attorney- General ; 
The  Honorable  Sir  John  Quick. — 

Postmaster- General ; 
The  Honorable  George  Warburton 

FtJLLER.— Minister  of  State  for 

H<xne  Affairs; 
Senator  the  Honorable*  EMrABn  Davis 

MlLLEI^P^iW4j<-ms@^\>f  the 

Executive  Council; 
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Colonel  the  H<Mx>rable  Justin  Fox 
Greenlaw   Foxton,    C'.M.G. — 
Honorary  Minister. 
T  shall  hold'  the  position  of  Prime  Min- 
ister, without  portfolio. 

IMPORTATION  OF  DRESS  GOODS. 

Dr.  MALONEY.— I  wish  to  jak  the 
Minister  representing  the  Minister  of 
Trade  and  Customs  if  he  will  consider  the 
advisability  of  placing  on  the  table  of  the 
Library,  for  the  information  of  honorable 
members,  the  papers  relating  to  tHe  impor- 
tation of  dress  goods.  I  understand  that 
his  predecessor  would  have  done  so  had 
not  a  change  of  Government  occurred. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  shall  ask  my  honor- 
able colleague  if  that  can  be  done. 

POLICY  OF  THE  GOVERNMENT. 
Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  wish  to  ask 
the  new  Prime  Minister,  without  portfolio, 
a  question.  There  have  been  many  rumours, 

and  many  ccxitradictions  

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown. — Is  this  a  ques- 
tion? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Yes,  and  the 
honorable  member  will  not  prevent  me 
from  asking  it.  I  wish  to  know  what  is 
the  arrangement  to  which  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter has  pledged  the  Protecti(xusts  who  fol- 
low him.  I  ask  the  question,  not  only  in 
the  interests  

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber may  not  make  a  speech. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  shall  not  do 

so. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown. — ^Why  does  he  not 
ask  his  question? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  shall  not  be 
dictated  to  by  the  honorable  member.  I 
shall  ask  my  question  in  my  own  way, 
which  is  the  proper  way.  I  ask  the  Prime 
Minister  whether  be  intends  to  make  a 
statement,  so  that  the  country  may  know 
what  has  been  done,  and  to  what  his  fol- 
lowers are  pledged.  If  he  does  not  intend 
to  make  siich  a  statement,  will  he  give  to 
hcmorable  members,  if  not  at  onoe,  as  socm 
as  possible,  a  copy  of  the  written  agree- 
ment between  the  parties  forming  the  coali- 
tion which  he  now  leads,  supposing  such  an 
agreement  to  have  been  made? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— When  the  Government 
again  meets  the  House,  I  shall  make  a 
statement  covering  the  business  to  be  put 
before  Parliament,  and  any  other  matters 
appearing  to  call  for  reference.  There 
will  be  no  difficulty  in  supplying  the  hon- 
orable member  with  the  infmnatim  whidi 
he  desires. 


SPECIAL  ADJOURNMENT. 

New  Aduinistration. 

Mr.  DEAKIN  (Ballarat— Prime  Minis- 
ter) [2.36].— I  move — 

That  the  House,  at  its  rising,  adjourn  until 
Wednesday,  23rd  instant,  at  three  o'clock  p.m. 

Mr.  Fishes. — Make  the  date  o£  re-as- 
sembling the  i6th  June. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— This  morning  I  sug- 
gested to  my  colleagues  that,  as  when  the 
previous  Administration  which  I  led  was 
formed,  a  fortnight  had  been  taken  icx  the 
preparation  of  measures,  a  similar  adjourn- 
ment should  be  moved  for  on  this  occa- 
sion ;  but  it  was  recalled  to  my  memory  that 
our  Administration  met  Parliament  in  con- 
sequence, under  circumstances  of  great 
difficulty. 

Mr.  Webster. — The  difficulties  will  be 
even  greater  this  time. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— That  may  be  so.  We 
found  the  period  allowed  too  short  for  the 
proper  consideration  of  the  matters  requir- 
ing to  be  dealt  with  to  enable  Parliament 
to  be  put  into  full  possessi(m  of  its  busi- 
ness. Actual  ^perimce  having  thus  proved 
a  fortnight  insufficient,  I  think  that  the 
House  will  not  ccMisider  three  weelcS  too 
long  an  adjournment,  seeing  that  the 
whole  of  the  business  of  the  session,  so  far 
as  that  is  possible,  has  to  be  taken  in  hand 
bv  the  new  Ministers,  to  enable  them  to 
present  their  programme  in  a  prompt  and 
efficient  fashion. 

Mr.  Watkins. — Ministers  had  all  last 
week  to  prepare  a  programme.  What  about 
the  petition  which  the  honorable  member  sent 
to  the  Fisher  Administration,  praying  for 
the  earlier  calling  together  of  Parliament? 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — Had  our  request  been^ 
complied  with,  the  preliminary  matters 
with  which  we  are  now  dealing  might  have 
been  disposed  of  by  this  time. 

Mr.  Batchelok. — Then  the  early  call- 
ing together  of  Parliament  was  desired  so 
that  the  honorable  member  might  obtain- 
offioe  a  few  weeks  sooner? 

Mr.  Roberts. — The  honorable  member 
has  made  a  very  unfortunate  admission. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.  — TTonorable  members- 
only  partly  appreciate  my  meaning,  which 
refers  to  ordinary  preliminary  business ; 
they  fail  to  remember  that  I  am  speaking 
after  another  event,  with  their  recognition 
of  what  has  happmed.  The  homnable 
member  for  Wide  Bay  knows  why  be  vas 
asked  to  call  Parliament  tegether  earlier. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.-^i|3ir^k^ilJ&io  agree 
to  an  earlier  re-assembling  of  Parliament  at 
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a  time  when  the  honorable  member  was 
supposed  to  be  a  Ic^  al  supporter. 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — It  is  a  very  simple 
matter  of  business — a  question  as  between 
a  fOTtnight  and  three  weeks.  A  fortnight 
proved  insufficient  last  time.  We  suggest 
that  three  weeks  is  not  too  long  this  time. 

Mr.  FISHER  (Wide  Bay)  [2.40].— I 
deaie  to  intimate  that  I  have  the  honour  to 
occupy  the  position  of  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
ution.  May  I  offer  my  ccmgratulations 
to  the  members  of  the  Government  ? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Especially  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Darling  Downs. 

Mr.  FISHER.— I  should  say  if  I  were 
offering  individual  congratulations  that 
they  should  be  offered  particularly  to  the 
honorable  mCTnber  for  Parramatta,  because 
1  see  that  he  has  captured  the  Government 
hy  a  majority  and  otherwise.  I  have  al- 
reidy  indicated  to  the  Prime  Minister  that 
I  think  an  adjournment  of  three  weeks  is 
too  long,  and  I  find  that  my  colleagues  are 
in  accord  with  that  view.  I  desire  to  af- 
ford the  Prime  Minister  and  his  colleagues 
every  possible  opportunity  to  prepare  to 
meet  the  House,  but  it  is  within  the  recol- 
lection of  hcHwrable  members  that  the 
Prime  Minister  and  those  previously  asso- 
ciated with  him  incessantly  stated  that  the 
fault  of  the  previous  Gm-ernment  was  in 
not  calling  the  House  tc^ether  earlier  than 
it  did.  Certain  correspondence  passed  be- 
tween him  and  myself  on  that  matter, 
which  with  his  consent  I  shall  be  delighted 
to  allow  the  public  to  see  as  earlv  as 
possible.  I  took  then  the  step  that  I  thought 
was  necessary  and  prt^wr,  and  I  did  so  be- 
cause I  was  ccxnmitted  by  a  promise  to  in- 
dividuals who  were  not  then  in  Australia — 
a  prtHnise  which  I  made  before  the  House 
rose  in  December  last.  There  could,  there- 
fwe,  be  no  doubt  as  to  what  was  in  my 
mind  regarding  the  time  when  Parliament 
should  again  be  called  together.  The 
Prime  Minister  ccnrnnunicated  with  me  later 
on  and  suggested  that  Parliamoit  should  be 
convened  earlier,  because  of  the  urgency 
of  the  Dreadnought  proposal  and  other 
mattes.  I  did  not  think  that  proposal  was 
necessarv  at  that  time,  nor  do  I  think  so 
now.  I  was  not  in  doubt  at  any  time  re- 
garding it,  but  that  will  do  for  another  oc- 
casion. If  any  Ministry  could  proceed 
with  business  at  OTice,  this  one  should.  The 
principle  of  the  fusion  which  has  taken 
place  has  been  ccwitinuously  discussed  by 
the  honorable  member  for  Parramatta  and 
*he  Prime  Minister  since  early  in  this  year. 


There  is  no  more  experienced  parlia- 
mentarian than  the  Prime  Minister,  and  he 

has  associated  w^ith  him  the  right  honorable 
member  for  Swan,  who  is  also  cme  of  our 
oldest  parliamentarians ;  the  honorable 
member  for  Parramatta,  who  had  Minis- 
terial experience  many  years  ago;  and' the 
honorable  member  ftfr  Angas,  who  has  also 
had  great  experience ;  while  the  Honorary 
Minister,  the  honorable  member  for  Bris- 
bane, has  also  had  experience  of  Minis- 
terial office.  What  is  perhaps  even  more 
important  in  this  matter  is  that  the  Minis- 
try are  ten  in  number — the  largest  that  has 
ever  been  suggested.  I  should  like  to  hear 
the  Prime  Minister  on  that  aspect  of  the 
question.  If  that  sort  of  thing  were  to 
continue  it  would  be  possible  to  suborn  Par- 
liament. If  an  indefinite  number  of 
Honorary  Ministers  are  to  be  appointed  to 
suit  a  peculiar  situation,  then  this  Parlia- 
ment should  seriously  take  the  matter  into 
consideration.  I  cannot  congratulate  the 
Prime  Minister  oa  his  attitucte  in  that  re- 
gard in  fc»ming  this  Go^'ernment.  More- 
over, of  these  ten  capable  and  experiences! 
men,  no  fewer  than  seven  are  lawyers.  The 
Prime  Minister  himself,  the  honorable  mem- 
bei  for  Darling  Downs,  the  honorable  mem- 
l>er  for  lllawarra,  the  honorable  member  for 
Bendigo,  the  honorable  member  for  Angas, 
Senator  Best,  and  the  honorable  member 
fw  Brisbane  are  all  lawyers.  The 
only  three  who  are  not  lawyers  are 
the  honorable  member  for  Parramatta,  the 
right  honorable  membo*  for  Swan,  and 
Senator  Millen.  That  is  the  kind  of  Go- 
vernment who  are  asking  for  a  long  ad- 
journrnent,  and  they  are  led  by  the  very 
honorab'e  member  who  said,  regarding  the 
Governor-General's  Speech,  that  everjthing 
was  ready  to  go  straight  on,  aii/i  that  the 
majority  of  those  who  were  then  on  this  side 
desired  to  proceed  immediately  with  the 
business  of  the  country.  He  has  now  had 
his  opportunity,  yet  he  asks  for  three  weeks' 
adjournment.  May  I  remind  him  that  he 
said  that  the  reason  for  the  sudden  death 
motion  which  put  the  late  Government  out 
was  a  desire  to  get  on  with  business  at 
OTce  ?  The  Prime  Minister  shakes  his 
head.  I  cannot  say  whether  that  is  a 
literal  interpretation  of  his  words  or  not. 

Mr.  Johnson. — The  honorable  memljer 
should  not  forget  that  we  saved  three  weeks' 
debate  on  the  Address -in -Reply. 

Mr.  FISHER.— May  I  remind  the  hon- 
orable member  that  the  (febate  on  dhe  Ad- 
drcss-in-Reply  hasj  still  vtMioi^dgreA  de- 
bate may  take  place  on  the  5tatem«it  of  th" 
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policy  of  the  new  Government,  and,  in  ad- 
dition to  that,  I  would  remind  the  honorable 
member  that  the  debate  m  the  Address-in- 
Reply  was  simply  adjourned,  and  must  also 
be  called  on.  Consequently,  the  Govern- 
ment are  looking  forward,  not  only  to  an 
adjournment  of  three  weeks,  during  which 
they  will  be  undar  no  parliamentary  con- 
rrol,  and  will  bring  nothing  before  Parlia- 
ment, but  also  to  a  further  three 'weeks  of 
debate  on  the  Address-in-Reply,  according 
to  the  honorable  member  for  Lang,  thus  giv- 
ing them  six  weeks  before  any  Bills  will  be 
brought  forward 

Mr.  Johnson. — Does  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  intend  to  sKHWwall  the  Address- 
in- Reply  ? 

Mr.  FISHER.— It  may  toe  the  desire  of 
the  Government  to  attempt  to  stifle  discus- 
sion altogether.  They  may  wish  to  pursue 
the  same  kind  of  tactics  as  they  pursued 
earlier  this  session.  In  view  of  the  action 
which  they  took  then,  it  will  be  quite  fitting 
if  they  do  so.  The  new  ^linister  of 
Defence  referred  to  his  present  leader's 
party,  when  speaking  at  Ipswich  not  lon^; 
ago,  in  terms  the  eflfect  of  which  was  that 
"The  Deakin  Party  were  like  a  lot  of 
fowls  out  ^n  the.  rain,  poor  " 

Mr.  Batchelor. — He  also  said  in  the 
same  speech  that  the  honorable  member  for 
Ballarat  was  "  despised  and  rejected  of 
men." 

Mr.  FISHER.— I  was  going  to  quote 
the  phrase,  but  it  is  an  offensive  one,  and 
perhaps  I  had  better  not.  Shortly,  the 
honorable  member  said  that  the  Deakin 
I'arty  were  a  bedraggled  lot.  He  has 
them  within  his  coop,  and,  with  a  majority 
of  five,  he  can  do  as  he  pleases  with  the 
Ministry.  So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  no 
time  of  the  House  will  be  wasted ;  I  shall 
do  my  ut^iost  to  discuss  any  matters 
brought  fwward  in  the  interests  of  the 
people.  But,  as  I  said  before,  I  think  the 
adjournment  asked  for  is  excessive.  I  can 
remember  the  right  honorable  member  for 
Swan,  when  the  honorable  member  for 
South  Sydnev  aaked  for  an  adjournment 
for  three  weeks,  at  a  time  when  the  Minis- 
ters were  all  practically  new  to  the  busi- 
ness, attacking  the  Government  at  once, 
and  desiring  not  to  g^ve  them  even  a  day- 

Sir  John  Forrest, — The  honorable 
member  for  South  Sydney  had  not  a 
majoritv. 

Mr.  FISHER.— I  can  also  remember 
^^he  taunt  being  thrown  at  the  honorable 
-mber  for  South  Sydney  about  "  another 


day's  pay."  At  any  rate,  we  are  now 
asked  to  adjourn  for  three  weeks  by  this 
Ministry  of  all  the  talents.  I  beg  to  mcne 
as  an  amendment — 

That  "ajrd"  be  left  out,  with  a  view  to  ia- 
seit  in  lieu  thereof  "  i6th." 

In  my  opinion  an  adjournment  for  a  fort- 
night is  fair  and  reasonable,  and,  in  no 
hostile  spirit,  I  ask  the  Prime  Minister  to 
assent  to  it.  The  bcmorable  gentleman 
knows  that  I  have  expressed  this  view  be- 
fore, and,  failing  his  consent,  I  shall  press 
tlK  niotion  to  a  division. 

Mr.  HUGHES  (West  Sydney)  [2.52].— 
I  cannot  say  that  I  am  astonisnecl  at  the 
request  of  the  Ministry  for  an  adioum- 
ment  of  three  weeks. 

Mr.  Thomas. — I  wonder  tbey  do  not 
ask  for  three  months ! 

Mr.  HUGHES.— I  am  a  little  amazed 
at  their  moderation.  But  their  demand  has, 
at  least,  deprived  the  Prime  Minister  of  the 
only  excuse  he  could  put  forward  on  Thurs- 
day and  Friday  last  for  declining  to  con- 
sider the  policy  of  the  late  Government. 
The  Prime  Minister,  when  leader  of  the 
Opposition,  pointed  out  that  all  he  desired 
to  do  was  to  conserve  the  time  of  the  coun- 
try, and  to  get  to  public  business,  and  this 
is  how  he  proceeds  to  do  it.  I  feel  sure, 
however,  that  nothing  any  one  can  say  on 
this  Mde  would  be  of  the  slightest  effect, 
in  view  of  the  solid  phalanx  cm  the  other 
side,  who,  for  the  best  of  all  reasons  in  the 
world,  have  dedded  to  do  what  they  have 
done,  and  are  oompelled  now  to  remain, 
while  they  are  pmnitted  to  r^ain,  for  as 
long  as  possible. 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — Cannot  the  honor- 
able monber  find  a  new  gag? 

Mr.  HUGHES.— I  cannot  blame  them, 
and  I  shall  not  now  reproach  them.  The 
leader  of  the  Opposition  has  pointed  out 
the  fact  that  there  are  ten  Ministers  in  this 
new  Ministry,  and  that  seven  of  them  are 
lawyers.  I  have  always  had  the  greatest 
respect  for  my  profesnon ;  and  when  some 
of  mv  colleagues  have  had  hard  words  to 
say  about  the  law,  I  have  always  reminded 
them  of  the  "profits."  But  there  stuely 
never  has  been  a  more  signal  and  convinc- 
ing proof  of  the  value  of  that  professioa 
than  the  instance  now  before  us,  although 
I  still  see,  unhappily,  on  tfie  benches 
above,  some  representatives  of  my  profes- 
sion who  have  been  unable  to  find  a  resting 
place. 

Mr.  Bruce  SmTO-rrTfi^m^  growl- 

ing  over  it.      D,g,t,^edby^  .f^r^f(Jre^  b 
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Mr.  HUGHES.— That  may  be ;  and  I 
was  going  to  say  that  that  is  probably  be- 
cause the  billets  were  so  few,  or  the  lawyei^ 
were  so  many.  It  may  be  that  we  have  not 
seen  the  end  of  this  canvas,  and  that  there 
are  still  more  films  to  be  unrolled — that 
more  golden  opportunities  are  yet  to  be 
di^a^d,  because  on  the  majority  of 
the  faoes»  I  see  some  small  remnants  of 
that  eipectant  smile  that  marked  them  a 
little  while  ago.  But  I  understand  that 
this  is  a  method  invariaUy  resorted  to  from 
the  b^inning  of  coaliticm  governments — in 
order  to  placate  gentlemen  whose  inten- 
tions, as  well  as  their  political  views,  are 
somewhat  uncertain — and  that  the  Prime 
Minister  has  done  his  best  with  the  means 
at  his  disposal.  I  understand,  however, 
that  there  is  another  tMlIet^  at  any  rate, 
clearly  in  view,  seeing  that  some  honorable 
member  has  to  go  to  England  with  the 
Minister  of  Defence.  That  disposes  of 
deven;  and  there  is  yet  another  tnllet, 
which  will  dispose  of  twelva 

Dr.  Wilson.— What  is  the  other  billet? 

Mr.  HUGHES.— I  can  understand  the 
chagrin  of  the  hcmwable  member. 

Dr.  Wilson. — Not  chagrin,  but  expect- 
ancy! 

Mr,  HUGHES.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber has  been  unfortunate  in  his  choice  of 
a  profession  which  does  not  find  such  favour 
in  the  arena  of  politics  as  that  of  the  law. 

Dr.  Wn50N.— There  are  three  of  us  on 
this  side  ! 

Mr.  HUGHES.— Quite  so.  However, 
I  ^all  not  further  indicate  the  billet  to 
the  hoHOTable  member  ;  I  feel  sure  it  vnW 
occur  to  him  if  he  throws  his  mind  back  a 
little,  and  also  to  certain  other  honorable 
members.  I  see  that  the  Prime  Minister, 
in  the  course  of  a  dd>ate  last  week,  said— 

I  &m  inviting  honorable  members  to  exercise 
Klf-restraiat  in  order  that  the  business  of  this 
Parliameat  may  be  advftnced  at  once  to  some 
important  stage. 

It  was  this  stage  which  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman had  in  his  mind,  and  it  is  a  stage 
broad,  and  capable  of  holding  many  per- 
formers for  what  they  fervently  hope  will 
be  a  very  long  while.  It  is  a  play  we  are 
to  be  treated  to  with  an  interminable  ntim- 
ber  (rf  acts,  in  which  the  various  characters 
will  play  many  parts,  a  rdle  for  which, 
I  venture  to  say,  the  leadtf'  is  admirably 
fitted.  However^  1  should  like  to  ask  some 
honorable  gentkman — do  not  know  whom 
—whether  all  the  ten  members  of  the 
Ministry  have  been  sworn  in? 


Mr.  Deaein. — ^All  excepting  the  Honor- 
ary Minister — who  could  not  be  found  after 
two  hours'  searching,  in  order  to  tell  him  of 
the  time. 

^fr.  HUGHES.— Who  is  that  one? 

Mr.  AsCHEK. — He  is  one  of  the  best  of 
them. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— Do  I  understand  that 
the  Honwary  Minister  has  not  been  sworn 

in  yet? 

Mr.  Archer. — The  Honorary  Minister 
was  swearing  at  a  dentist  just  about  that 
time. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— I  can  see  that  it  is 
quite  immaterial  what  cme  says  or  what  one 
does.  Both  the  statement  of  the  leader 
of  the  Government  and  the  circumstances 
under  which  it  is  made  fittingly  f(^low  his 
actions  of  last  week,  and  supply  all  that  is 
required  to  prove  to  the  people  what  has 
been  done,  and  why  it  has  been  done. 
Thffl-e  are  some  honorable  members  on.  the 
Treasury  bench  whom  I  can  heartily  con- 
gratulate, for,  as  far  as  I  am  aware,  thev 
have  made  no  sacrifice.  They  take  oflice 
under  circumstances  in  which  their  repu- 
taticm  and  their  honour  are  unsmirched.  I 
notice,  however,  that  some  honorabl'i 
members  ha  ve  been  incl  uded  in  the 
Ministry  who  were  not  particularlv  de- 
-sirous  of  entering  it,  and  that  manv  have 
been  excluded  who,  from  what  <Hie  could 
see,  were  very  anxious  to  be  selected.  We 
shall  await  with  what  patience  we  mav 
the  submission  of  the  Ministerial  pro- 
gramme, but  I  venture  to  siv  that  the 
Government  know  very  well  that  no  jiro- 
gramme  of  the  slightest  service  to  Ihis 
rountry  that  they  will  fcring  forward 
iias  the  remotest  prospect  of  being 
placed  on  tlw  statute-book  this  session. 
Xo  one  knows  that  better  than  do<-s  the 
Prime  Minister  himself.  No  one  knows 
better  than  he  how  urgent  it  is  that  the 
defence  of  the  Commonwealth  should  he 
put  on  a  proper  fmting  ;  yet  no  one  has 
done  more  than  he  has  done  to  unvetu  it 
being  so  placed.  I  shall  be  readv  to  print 
the  Ministry  a  fortnight's  adjourrimtnt.  I 
do  not  think  that  they  ought  to  .nsk  for 
more.  Indeed,  they  do  not  requiro  mure 
time.  Their  programme,  we  were  given 
distinctly  to  understand,  has  alrejdy 
been  completed,  so  that  preparation 
imder  the  circumstances  becomes  un- 
necessary. The  business  of  the  country  de- 
mands  immediate  attention,  and.  in  the 
words  of  the  Prime  >^nistfi|L  ilmself.  I 
now  invite  honoiSi»lee*S*«iEM'^8iS^^ 
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self-restraint,  in  order  that  the  business  of 
the  Parliament  may  be  advanced  at  once  to 
some  important  stage."  I  shall  vote  against 
the  proposed  adjouinment  for  three  weeks. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  (Gwydir)  [3.4].— I  feel 
C(nistrained  to  avail  myself  of  the  preset 
opportunity  to  offer  my  congratulations  to 
the  hmorable  j^entleoien  who  have  beoi  so 
recently  elevated  to  the  Treasury  bench.  I 
offer  my  special  congratulations  to  the 
Prime  Minister  on  the  team  he  has  selected 
to  work  with  him  during  the  present  ses- 
sion. I  do  not  agree  with  the  view  ex- 
pressed by  an  honorable  member  who  has 
preceded  me,  that  it  is  unnecessary  at  the 
present  stage  to  ha\'e  in  the  Cabinet  so 
many  members  of  the  legal  piofession.  It 
seems  to  me  absolutely  clear  that  such  a 
team,  constituted  as  it  is,  and  representing 
what  it  does,  needs  all  the  legal  advice  pos- 
sible to  clear  its  path  of  the  intricacies  that 
will  ultimately  beset  it.  Some  people  may 
be  disposed  to  say  that  as  there  are  seven 
lawyers  in  the  Cabinet  it  is  the  "  Devil's 
Brigade."  I  shall  not  apply  that  epithet 
to  it.  I  think,  however,  that  the  public 
will  cOTisider  it,  to  say  the  least,  remark- 
able that  in  such  a  Parliament  as  this  a 
Cabinet  cannot  be  formed  without  the  selec- 
tion of  seven  lawyers.  I  do  not  object  to 
ihem  perSOTially,  but  I  do  object. to  so  many 
legal  men  being  at  the  helm  of  any  Govern- 
ment, whether  it  be  that  of  the  C«nin<M»- 
wealth  or  of  a  State.  I  have  a  dedded 
repugnance  to  the  presence  of  so  many  law- 
yers in  a  Ministry,  for  authorities  have  de- 
clared it  to  be  dangerous  to  have  too  many 
membars  of  the  legal  piofession  manning 
the  ship  of  State. 

Dr.  Wilson.  —  Are  we  to  under- 
stand  

Mr.  WEBSTER. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber has  my  sympathy  in  that  he  has  not 
been  made  a  member  of  the  Cabinet  j  but  I 
feel  CMjfident  that  he  and  the  other  mem- 
bers of  his  profession  in  the  House  will 
have  plenty  to  do  in  connexion  with  the 
Ministry  before  the  sessiwi  is  over.  The 
honorable  member  and  his  brother  medicos 
in  the  House  need  have  no  fear  of  being  un- 
employed; they  will  have  plenty  of  work 
in  soothing  the  nerves  of  those  who 
now  occupy  the  Treasury  bench  I 
congratulate  the  Prime  Minister  upon  hav- 
ing included  in  his  Cabinet  an  h<Miorable 
^ntleman — not  yet  sworn  in — who  was  in 
:imes  ^>ne  by  a  champion  of  black  labour  in 
another  State.  To  the  credit  of  the  Prime 
Minister  be  it  said,  that  up  to  the  present 
time   he  has   fought   courageously  and 


patriotically  for  a  White  Australia.  What, 
then,  will  the  people  say  when  they  find  in 
his  Cabinet  honorable  members  whtMn  he 
himself  described  not  long  ago  as  "  the 
wreckage  of  the  black  labour  party. ' ' 
For  my  own  part  I  ask  for  nothing 
better  than  the  Ministry  now  facing  us; 
we  could  not  wish  to  se?  the  Government 
differently  constituted.  We  are  told  that 
those  wh(xn  the  gods  seek  to  destroy  they 
first  make  mad,  and  I  think  that  will  be 
applicable  to  the  Government  when  they  go 
before  the  people  in  the  days  to  cwne.  I 
wish  them  well,  and  shall  endeavour  to  ob- 
ser\'e  the  forms  of  the  House,  although  I 
shall  feel  it  my  duty  to  oppose  a  Ministry 
constituted  and  supported  as  is  this  new 
Government.  • 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume)  [3.8].— 
I  do  not  wish  to  speak  at  length,  because, 
whether  we  adjourn  for  a  fortnight  or  for 
three  weeks,  we  shall  soon  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  fully  discuss  the  proposals  and  the 
constitution  of  this  hybrid  Ministry.  I 
take  this  opportunity  of  congratulating  the 
Prime  Minister  on  his  new  phase  of  topsy- 
turvydcxn,  and  the  shandy-gaff  conditions 
under  which  he  now  holds  oflSoe. 

Mr.  Roberts. — It  is  a  case  of  half-and- 
half,  for  some  are  "  black  "  and  some  are 
*'  white." 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  shall  refer 
presently  to  that  phase  of  the  question.  I 
am  sure  that  I  shall  not  be  misunderstood 
when  I  say  that  I  am  deeply  grieved  to  find 
the  Prime  Minister,  who  was  once  my  chief, 
and  with  wtxxn,  and  for  whcnit  I  once 
worked  so  ardently,  mixed  up  with  such  a 
motley  crew. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown. — Is  that  remark  in 
order  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Yes;  the  hon- 
orable member  is  one  of  the  motley  crew. 
I  am  greatlv  grieved!  to  find  the  Prime 
Minister  associated  with  honorable  mem- 
bers, sharing  with  him  the  highest  posi- 
tions in  the  service  of  the  Commonwealth, 
who  are  mixed  in  policy,  and  also 
mixed  in  honour.  I  am  not  complain- 
ing of  those  who  have  swallowed  the 
late  Protectionist  party.  They  have  al- 
ways been  opposed  to  us  and  to  our 
Tariff,  though  some  of  them  have  not  car- 
ried out  the  pledges  which  they  gave  at  the 
last  election,  and  by  means  of  which  they 
were  returned.  I  congratulate  and  omipU- 
ment  the  Prime  Minister  on  the  alteration 
of  his  feelings  towards  /fhe»t^hoh^able 
members   since  hS'^'UlGi^  WS^^ble 
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speech,  describing  them  as  the  rag-tag  and 
tob-tail  of  the  House,  whk:h  has  been 
quoted  on  several  occa^ons.  I  think  there 
never  was  an  instai»c»  in  the  history  of  the 
world,  I  might  almost  say,  which  parallels 
the  present  case.  There  never  was  a  time 
when,  if  I  may  make  the  remarks  without 
applying  them  personally,  so  much  was 
done  for  the  degradation  of  a  Constitu- 
tion and  a  policy,  and  to  foster  every- 
thing that  is  worst  in  the  politics  of  a  coun- 
try-. If  I  may  assume  the  role  of  prophet,  I 
say  that  the  present  state  of  affairs  will  not 
be  tolerated  by  the  honorable  and  honest 
cittKns  of  Australia.  Dishonesty  in  politics 
is  a  serious  offence,  for  which  every  man 
who  sells  his  principles  should  be  branded 
as  traitcv  on  the  back,  the  shoulders,  and 
in  fact  all  over.  It  is  better  for  an  hon- 
orable politician  to  stand  alone,  or  to  retire 
with  hcHiour  and  his  good  name  from  public 
life  than,  through  greed  of  power  or  lucre, 
to  accept  unholy  oflSce,  selling  principles 
which  have  been  fought  for,  not  by  him 
alone,  but  by  others  for  so  many  years 
past.  There  is  in  some  of  the  Constitu- 
ticms  of  the  States — and  the  practice  is 
observed  under  the  British  Constitution — 
what  I  am  beginning  to  regard  as  a  wise 
provisi(Hi,  namely,  that  upon  a  man 
taking  office,  he  shall  present  himself 
before  his  amstituents  for  re-election. 
I.  at  one  time,  considered  that  f<wm 
superfluous,  but  occasions  such  as  this  em- 
phasize the  fact  that  it  is  not.  I  under- 
take to  say  that  the  constituents  of  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Darling  Downs  would 
not  condone  his  actitm  had  they  an  oppor- 
tunity to  express  their  opinions,  and  I 
question  whether  those  of  the  Prime  Min- 
ister would  not  revolt  at  the  accursed  action 
which  has  taken  place. 

Mr.  Thomas. — Th^  are  revolting. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  think  that  they 
will  do  so.  I  mention  these  facts  to  show 
that  there  was  good  reason  for  asking  that 
the  constituencies  should  be  appealed  to. 
Unfortunately,  the  Commonwealth  Consti- 
tution does  not  re-^uire  new  Ministers  to 
present  themselves  for  re-election,  and, 
without  impeaching  anything  that  the  Go- 
vernor-General may  have  done,  I  say  that 
this  affords  a  good  justification  for  an  ap- 
peal to  the  country  at  the  present  juncture, 
before  an  attempt  is  made  to  proceed  with 
business.  What  is  the  position  ?  An  ad- 
journment of  three  weeks  is  asked  for, 
which  I  think  is  longer  than  has  been  pro- 
posed on  former  occasions. 


Mr.  W ATKINS. — Yes ;  longer  than  has 
been  proposed  on  any  other  occasion. 

Mr.  Crouch. — ^The  Watson  Administra- 
tion obtained  an  adjournment  of  fully  three 
weeks — from  the  i8th  April  to  about  the 
middle  of  May. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  Prime 
Minister  stated,  as  his  reason  for  the  action 
which  he  took  against  the  Fi^er  Adminis* 
tration,  that  he  wished  to  save  time,  so  that 
there  might  be  no  delay  in  getting  on  with 
business ;  but  it  seems  to  me  retrograde  pro- 
gression to  now  suggest  an  adjournment  of 
three  weeks.  No  Address  has  yet  been 
voted  by  the  House  in  reply  to  His  Ex- 
cellency the  Governor-General's  opening 
speech,  an  unheard  of  state  of  afTairs.  The 
constitutional  course  would  have  been  to  deal 
at  once  with  the  Address-in-Reply,  amend- 
ing it  so  as  to  meet  the  wishes  of  the 
majority.  The  House  is  placed  in  a  most 
extraordinary  position  by  reason  of  that  not 
having  been  done.  When  the  Ministry 
brings  down  its  forlorn  policy,  which  has 
been  pecked  at  by  every  hen  in  the  Cabinet, 
we  shall  be  asked  to  resume  the  considera- 
tion of  the  proposed  Address.  I  wish  to 
direct  the  attention  of  the  country  to  the 
position  regarding  the  cwnbination  of  parties 
opposite.  Honxable  members  do  not  know 
on  what  basis  the  ooaliti<m  is  formed.  I 
read  one  statement  of  the  agreement  in  the 
Argus,  and  another  in  the  Age  of  the  same 
day,  while  I  also  read  an  account  of  an 
interview  in  Sydney  with  a  former  leader 
of  the  Opposition,  the  right  honorable  mem- 
ber for  East  Sydney,  in  which  he  de- 
liberately stated  that  the  protectiOTist  policy 
is  not  safeguarded,  and  that  the  majority 
of  the  Ministerial  party  can  at  any  moment 
refuse  to  allow  any  pr(^)osed  alteration  of 
the  Tariff  for  the  correction  of  an  anomaly, 
and  vote  against  any  proposed  increase  in 
dudes;  that  the  free-tradm  in  the  party 
have  a  free  hand  to  do  as  they  please  in 
regard  to  the  Tariff. 

Mr.  Johnson. — I  intend  to  vote  as  I 

like. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.  -—  I  do  not 
blame  the  honorable  member.  The  free- 
teaders  have  scored  a  great  victory.  Are 
thft  protecticmists  and  manufacturers  of  this 
community,  and,  indeed,  the  people  at 
large,  to  sit  quietly  twiddling  their  thumbs 
while  nothing  is  done  to  give  our  industries 
the  protection  they  need,  or  to  provide  en- 
couragement for  industries  which  micht 
spring  into  existence  ?  What  has  the  leader 
of   the   Goveriunent   to   say   about  the 
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position  of  the  oil  industry  in  Xew  South 
Wales? 

Mr.  Roberts. — He  sold  it. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— It  appears  to 
me  that  that  industry  will  be  crushed  out 
of  existence  by  the  arranfi;ement  which  has 
been  made.  What  has  he  to  say  about  the 
iiOT  industry  ?  An  alteration  of  the  Tariff 
is  necessary  to  foster  it.  Are  these  and 
other  necessary  alterations  to  remain  in 
abeyance,  not  merely  for  this,  but  for  the 
next  Farliamenti  a  period  of  five  years? 
The  base  hearts  should  be  dragged  out 
of  those  who  are  responsible  for  this  state 
of  affairs,  which  may  be  productive  of 
re\x>lution.  Revolutions  have  been  started 
by  much  smaller  causes.  The  hearts  should 
be  dragged  out  of  the  traitors  who  would 
tie  the  hands  of  the  protectionists  for  five 
years. 

Mr.  Thomas. — ProtecticMi  is  up  a  tree. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LVXE.— I  hope  my  re- 
marks will  dwell  in  the  minds,  and  sink 
deeply  into  the  hearts,  of  those  who  have  acted 
as  traitors.  But  for  the  assistance  of  a  large 
secticm  of  the  Labour  Party,  and  the  assis- 
tance at  times  of  those  who  are  not  alto- 
gether proteciicHiiats,  I  should  not  have  had 
a  ghost  of  a  chance,  in  view  of  the  attitude 
of  the  traitors  then  in  the  Opposititm  (x>mer, 
of  passing  the  present  Tariff,  low  as  it  is. 
Vet,  according  to  what  I  have  seen  and 
lieard,  it  is  proposed  that  that  Tariff  shall 
remain  in  abejance  for  some  years.  No, 
sir,  that  will  not  do  for  me.  I  think  I 
shall  get  enough  electors  outside,  if  I  do 
not  get  enough  members  inside  the  House,  to 
stop  this  wholesale  ignoring  of  the  people, 
who  expected  to  be  bietter  protected.  I  do 
not  blame  the  right  luxiorable  member  few 
Swan,  although  he  sold  his  present  leader 
when  he  was  in  the  Government  before.  The 
lattOT  became  ill,  and  the  first  thing  the 
right  honorable  member  for  Swan  did  was 
to  resign,  and  leave  him  in  an  awkward 
Ix>sition.  Now  he  is  his  bosc»n  friend  again. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — We  nevw  quarrelled 
about  it. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYXE.— There  are  cer- 
tain «ays  of  doing  things  without  abso- 
lutely quarrelling.  I  have,  perhaps,  an  un- 
fortunate faculty  and  habit  of  using  my 
speech  to  say  what  I  think,  but  some  people 
have  the  faculty  of  using  their  speech  to 
hide  their  thoughts.  It  might  be  >better  for 
individuals  like  myself  if  we  did  hide  our 
thoughts  sometimes.  I  could  not  omceive 
— ihat  a  man  like  the  honorable  m^nber  foe 
ling  DoTi'ns  would  bdiave  in  the  manner 


he  has.  I  believe  that  his  ccmstituents  are 
honorable  men,  and  I  am  sure  that  they  will 
never  re-elect  a  man  who  has  so  dishonoured 
the  principles  about  which  he  has  prated  f<^ 
so  long.  There  are  others  to  whcxn  I  could 
refer.  It  is  an  audacious  thing  in  the  present 
condition  of  affairs  to  ask  i<x  three  weeks' 
adjournment.  I  know  oiough  of  the  wcn-k 
of  Goxemments  to  be  pretty  well  sore  that 
the  programme  of  the  new  Govemmoit  could 
be  brought  down  to-morrow.  It  is  simply 
upsetting  everything  that  has  been  done 
before,  and  allowing  time  for  the  storm 
to  blow  over.  I  wish  again  to  say  that  the 
Tariff  stands  to-day  as  a  monument  to  a 
large  number  of  the  members  of  the  Labour 
Part]',  and  it  would  never  have  got  to  its 
present  position  without  a  personal  promise 
— I  do  not  know  whether  others  made  it. 
but  it  was  made  by  myself,  who  had  charge 
of  the  Tariff — that  it  should  never  be  made 
law  without  protection  being  afforded  to 
tlie  emplov^  as  well  as  to  the  manufac- 
turers. 

Mr.  Page. — The  honorable  member  got 
hundreds  of  votes  fnxn  me  under  that  pre- 
tence, anyway. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— It  was  no  pre- 
tence on  my  part.  It  was  under  that  pro- 
mise that  I  got  a  large  number  of  votes, 
which  appear  now  to  have  been  obtained  hv 
fraud,  not  on  my  part,  but  on  the  part  of 
others,  unless  that  premise  is  carried  out 
to  the  fullest  extent.  I  do  not  know  how 
many  members  of  the  Employers'  Federa- 
tion there  are  in  the  new  Ministry,  but  there 
sit  behind  them  the  whole  rank  and  file  of 
that  body,  nhile  in  New  South  Wales,  the 
new  mrganizaticHi  which  I  understand  ha^ 
been  proposed,  supported  and  organized  Ly 
the  Prime  Minister,  has  absolutely  as  its 
keynote  the  policy  of  the  Employers'  Fede- 
ration. I  always  understood  that  that  bodv 
Avas  no  friend  of  the  labouring  class.  Vet 
those  honorable  members  pose  as  the  frioids 
of  the  labouring  class,  and  as  tite 
friends  of  Liberals,  and  call  thanselves 
Liberals.  The  brand  of  Cooso'vatisnt 
is  indelibly  stamped  all  over  every  ooe  of 
the  Ministers  who  have  gone  into  the  pre- 
sent Government.  To  use  the  v/ocd  "Labe- 
ral  "  in  describing  them  is  to  utter  a  dia- 
bolical untruth.  There  is  no  Liberalism 
amongst  these  who  are  sitting  on  that  side. 
I  see  the  President  of  the  Victcvian  Em- 
ployers' Federation  sitting  on  the  Govern- 
ment bench.  The  time  will  come  when, 
{Hece  by  piece,  the  wbol&of  what  has  taken 
place,  and  the  ItliMdtf  tefw^C|g[|[gcal  life 


Special  [2  June,  1909.]  Adjournment.  261 


of  those  who  have  fwrned  this  extra- 
ordinary amalgamation  and  upset  every- 
thing in  this  country — an  amalgamation 
which  they  have  not  the  slightest  hope  of 
making  permanent  and  effectual — the  time, 
I  say,  will  crane  very  shortlv.  and  it  should 
come  as  quickly  as  possible,  Avben  the  cover- 
ing will  be  torn  all  these  proceedings,  and 
when  they  will  be  exposed  to  the  people  of 
this  country  in  the  fullest  blaze  and  glare  of 
publicity.  It  will  be  of  no  use  for  the 
Prime  Minister  to  trv»  with  his  honeyed 
w<vds.  any  longer  to  hoodwink  the  people. 
He  has  6oik  it  once  too  often  on  this  occa- 
sion, and  those  who  have  supported  and  be- 
lieved in  him  before  never  can,  and  never 
will,  believe  in  him  again.  If  "they  do, 
thev  ought  to  be  sold  again,  just  as  he  will 
5lide  out  from  amongst  honorable  members 
opposite  one  of  these  days,  when  it  suits 
him.  I  was  shown  a  paragraph  the  other 
day  from  a  leading  morning  paper, 
in  which  an  attempt  was  made  to 
Irighten  me  from  making  any  further  at- 
u^s  on  the  party  opposite,  and  to  insinu- 
ate that  if  I  persisted  there  would  be  an 
exposure  of  certain  things  regarding  ray 
political  life  and  public  policy,  which  had 
taken  place  in  Cabinet  or  elsewhere.  I 
say  to  them,  "  Bring  forward  everything  !'' 
I  challenge  any  paper  and  any  Minister  to 
point  to  me  as  a  man  who  deserted  or  misled 
in  a  cowardly  way  any  of  his  colleagues,  or 
to  ptnnt  to  any  unworthy  action  of  mine 
durinc  the  whole  of  the  time  that  I  have 
been  in  public  life,  riot  only  in  this  Par- 
liament, but  m  the  Parliament  of  New 
South  Wales,  where  I  gained  my  political 
education  under  one  of  the  most  honorable 
and  unright  men  tKat  ever  held  office — the 
late  Sir  George  Dibbs.  He  always  stuck 
to  his  colleagues,  and  to  those  who  would 
support  his  policy.  I  tell  any  one  who  at- 
tempts to  prevent  me  frran  using  every 
weapon  in  my  power  in  the  peculiarly  dis- 
graceful circumstances  of  the  present 
moment  that,  if  I  am  goaded,  I  will  go 
very  much  further  than  they  think,  no  mat- 
ter where  the  threat  ccxnes  frcnn ;  because  if 
there  is  one  thing  whit^  I  can  say  regard- 
ing mr  public  life,  it  is  that  I  can  dare 
any  person  in  the  community  to  try  to 
find  a  stain  on  mv  record  as  a  man,  or  in 
any  other  way.  I  shall  proceed  on  my  own 
course  to  attack,  for  instance,  the  honor- 
able member  for  Parramatta  as  I  have  at- 
tacked him  in  the  past.  I  challenge  him 
to  produce  anything  against  mv  public 
character.  When  charges  haye  been  hurled 
against  me  previously,  I  have  not  sat  down 


quietly  and  let  the  thing  blow  over;  but  I 
ha\'e  challenged  my  accusers  at  once  with 
the  demand  of  a  Oxnmission,  and  rammed 
down  the  throats  of  my  detractors  the  de- 
tractions which  they  have  uttered.  So  laig 
as  I  live  I  will  pursue  that  course. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — They  have  not  dis- 
covered Mrs,  Smith  vet. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.—They  have  now 
taken  under  their  care  Miss  Grace  Watson 
— perhaps  she  is  sitting  in  the  gallery  now 
—the  young  lady  who  maligned  me,  who 
lied  about  me,  and  who  was  sent  over  by 
the  right  honorable  member  for  Swan  to  try 
to  wwk  up  the  Womens'  National  League  in 
Western  Australia.  I  challenge  the  lady, 
and  

Mr.  Roberts. — Did  she  discover  Mrs. 
Smith? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYXE.— She  admits  it 
was  a  lie.  I  have  challenged  that  lady, 
and  she  is  the  secretary  of  

Mr.  Mathews. — The  Liberal  Associa- 
tion. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Of  the  society 
ladies'  association  of  Victoria,  at  any  rate. 

Mr.  Roberts.— The  black  labour  asso- 
ciaticm  I 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  black  la- 
bour association,  there  it  no  question  about 
it.  It  is  a  further  taint  on  the  sincerity  of 
this  Government  that  an  honorable  mem- 
ber, who  has,  I  understand,  always  been 
an  advocate  for  black  labour,  should  be 
brought  within  its  ranks.  He  is  either 
brought  in  as  a  nonentity,  or  

Mr.  Archer. — Who  is  he? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  understand 
it  is  the  honorable  member  for  Brisbane. 

Mr.  Archer.— What  the  honorable  mem- 
ber says  is  absolutely  incorrect ! 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  have  heard 
the  honorable  member  for  Brisbane  speak- 
ing on  the  subject,  when  he  was  a  member 
of  the  Opposition,  and  before  I  made  the 
statement,  T  inquired  of  several  honorable 
members,  including  some  Queenslanders, 
as  to  the  fact.  Of  course,  if  it  is  not  a 
fact,  I  shall  be  sorry  for  having  given  utter- 
ance to  it;  I  wish  it  to  be  clearly  under- 
stood that  I  make  the  statement  now  from 
information  pven  to  me  within  the  last 
hour, 

Mr,  Page. — To  whom  did  the  Prime 
Minister  refer  when  he  called  the  late  Op- 
position the  "wreckage"  of  the  black 
labour  crowd  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE,— All  that  crowd 
are  on  the  Govenvnait  stde'^n&vif^  I  hope 
that  we  shall  have  quick  sut^ission 
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business,  and  that  there  will  be  opportunity 
to  ventilate  the  scandal  which  has  arisen  in 
this  new  association  and  fonnation  of  par- 
ties— a  change  which  has  caused  some  to 
give  up  all  they  held  dear.  I  hope  that  the 
Prime  Minister  will  not  ask  for  a  loneer 
adjournment  than  a  fortnight ;  but,  whether 
we  meet  in  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks,  as 
sure  as  heaven  is  above  us,  the  public  will 
be  enabled  to  clearly  understand  the  posi- 
tion. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR  (Boothby)  [3.33].— 
I  congratulate  hmorable  members  who  now 
occupy  the  Treasury  benches,  and  express 
my  sincerest  sympathy  with  those  who  sit 
behind  them. 
Mr.  ArChbr. — ^Thanks. 
Mr.  BATCHELOR.  —  My  congratula- 
tions are  heartfelt,  I  can  assure  the  honor- 
able member.  I  ask  the  Prime  Minister 
whether  he  does  not  really  think  he  can  do 
all  that  is  necessary  within  a  fortnight. 

Mr.  Deakin. — The  Watson  Government 
had  a  three  weeks'  adjournment. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— The  members  of 
that  Ministry  were  all  new  to  c^Sce.  whereas 
the  present  Ministry  are  old  stagers. 

Mr.  Deakin. — The  Reid  Goremment  had 
an  adjournment  for  twenty  days. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— We  must  remem- 
l>er  that  no  Labour  Government  had  ever 
come  down  to  Parliament  with  a  policy 
prior  to  the  Watson  Government,  and  that, 
therefore,  there  was  some  reason  for  a 
longer  adjournment.    In  the  present  case,  I 
understand  that  the  Government  are  merely 
proposing   to   continue   the   old  Deakin 
Liberal  policy — the  Prime  Minister's  old 
policy.      We  have  been   told   ad  nau- 
seam for  six  months  past,  in  the  public 
press,  that  this  ccHnbinati(»i  is  a  natural 
one — that  the  country  was  calling  for  it, 
and  that  all  the  political  circumstances  of 
the  last  few  years  have  led  up  to  it.  But 
instead  of  being  able,  as  ought  to  be  the 
case  if  it  were  a  natural  combination,  to 
at  CMice  proceed  with  business,  the  Goi'em- 
ment  ask  for  an  unusuallv  long  time  in 
order  to  get  a  policy  together.    Does  the 
Prime  Minister  mean  to  say  that  all  this 
talk  about  a  policy  having  alreadv  been 
fixed  up  is  so  much  humbug?   Looking  at 
the  combination,  wie  can  very  readily  be- 
lieve that  it  must  be — as,  indeed,  it  ought 
to  be — exceedingly    difficult    to    get  a 
policy  <m  which  they  can  all  agree.  It 
must  be  very  difficult  to  get  a  policy  on 
which  the  honorable  member  for  Batman 
and  the  hwiorable  member  for  Wentworth, 
the  honwable  member  for  Corio  and  the 


honorable  member  for  Parkes,  the  honor- 
able member  for  Bourke  and  the  honorable 
member  fca  Flinders,  and  the  honorable 
member  for  Darling  Downs  and  the  honor- 
able member  for  Brisbane  can  agree.  A 
policy  on  which  those  honorable  members 
could  come  to  an  understanding  must  be 
an  extraordinary  one;  and,  really,  having 
that  end  in  view,  I  am  astounded  at  the 
Ministers'  moderation,  because  I  think  they 
ought  to  have  asked  few  an  adjournment 
for  three  years  at  least. 

Mr.  Hedges. — A  rest  of  three  years 
would  do  the  country  good  ! 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— I  can  well  under- 
stand how  the  honorable  member  would 
like  a  political  truce  for  three  years,  be- 
cause it  is  the  only  thing  to  prevent  his 
being  sent  to  that  jroliticai  oblivion  which 
his  present  action  deserves. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Do  not  count  the 
chickens  before  thev  are  hatched  I 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— That  is  what  the 
right  honorable  member  did. 

Mr.  Page.— Yes,  and  "fell  in"! 
Mr.  BATCHELOR.— Does  not  the  mere 
fact  of  asking  for  an  unusually  extended 
adjournment  furnish  the  clearest  proof  thai 
the   Ministry  has  swne  difficulty  before 
them?    I  admit  I  fail  to  see  how  they 
are  going  to  face  the  situation — how  they 
are  going  to  ccMiibine  policies  so  absolutely 
antagonistic  in  all  essentials  and  details. 
No  policy  except  a  do-nothing  policv  cai> 
be  agreed  upcwi,  unless  half  of  the  honor- 
able members  opposite  absolutely  desert  the- 
principles  on  which  they  were  elected  to 
this  House.    In  no  way  can  they  occupv 
ccnnmon  ground,  except  at  the  expense  of 
sacrificing  their  principles.     I  shall  not 
take  up  time  further  than   to  say  that, 
while  I  personally  congratulate  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Ministry,  and  declare  that  I 
have  no  personal  ill-feeling  against  any  one 
of  them,  I  regard  the  combination  as  un- 
natural, and  one,  therefore,  that  cannot 
last;  and  I  believe  I  am  expressing  the 
opinion  of  the  vast  majority  of  the  people 
of  the  Commonwealth  when  I  say  it  ought 
n<«  to  last. 

Mr.  FRAZER  (Kalgooriie)  [3.39].— At 
this  stage  I  do  not  intend  to  express  any 
opinicHi  regarding  the  compositi<Hi  of  the 
Government,  or  endeavour  to  anticipate  the 
programme  they  will  submit  for  our  cc«isi- 
deration.  I  am  aware  that  ample  oppor- 
tunity will  be  given  at  a  later  date  to 
discuss  the  Government's  proposals.  There 
is,  however,  one  point  on  which  I  think  the 
Prime  Minister  might  enlighten  the  House^ 
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and  thtis  afford  inf<»tiiaticH:i  to  which  I 
consider  we  are  entitled.  It  is  generally 
accepted  that  a  delegaticm  will  go  fr<xn 
Australia  to  the  Imperial  Naval  Confer- 
ence, and  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  present 
Government  will  carry  out  the  intenti(»is 
of  their  predecessors,  and  send  representa- 
tives. Under  the  circumstances,  I  think 
that,  if  we  consent  to  an  adjournment  for 
three  weeks,  and  that,  as  any  delegaticm  is 
likely  to  be  (Hi  the  road  to  England  before 
the  expiry  of  that  time,  the  Prime 
Minister  ought  to  indicate  to  the 
House  and  the  country  the  attitude 
which  will  be  taken  up  by  the  delega- 
tion when  speaking  in  the  name  of 
Australia.  It  has  been  stated  in  one  of  the 
newspapers,  probably  in  an  inspired  para- 
graph, that  the  Minister  of  Defence  will  be 
one  of  the  representatives. 

Mr.  Deakin. — There  could  be  no  in- 
spired paragraph.  We  have  not  yet  met 
in  Cablaet  to  connder  that  or  an^  other 
question.  We  were  only  sworn  in  just 
before  the  House  met. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown. — That  is  an  answer 
to  die  honorable  member's  suggestion. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— It  is  to  some  extent,  but 
having  regard  to  the  views  that  I  hold  I 
think  that  I  am  justified  in  asking  the  Prime 
Minister  whether  the  delegation  to  London 
is  to  be  authorized  to  go  so  far  as  to  pledge 
the  Commonwealth  to  the  gift  of  a  Dread- 
nought to  the  British  Government?  That 
is  a  question  to  which  we  are  entitled  to 
have  an  answer.  Leading  members  of  the 
Ministry  have  expressed  the  view  that  a 
Dreadnought  should  be  given  hy  the  Com- 
monwealth to  the  British  Governmoit,  and 
I  bold  that  Parliament  should  have  an  c^- 
portunity  to  discuss  that  proposal  before  the 
delegation  leaves  Australia. 

Mr,  Kelly. — Does  not  the  honorable 
member  think  that  our  delegates  should  go 
Heme  to  deliberate  at  the  Conference  with 
the  object  of  learning  as  well  as  of  putting 
their  views? 

Mr.  FRAZER.— I  have  not  the  slightest 
(Ejection  to  their  going  Heme  to  learn  cer- 
tain things.  I  have  no  doubt  that  delegates 
from  the  Government  side  of  the  House 
will  need  to  be  taught  some  lessons,  but  I 
wi^  to  know  whether  the  Government  will 
authorize  the  delegation  to  pledge  the  Com- 
monwealth to  the  gift  of  a  Dreadnought. 

Mr.  Crouch. — The  Cabinet  could  make 
such  an  offer  without  any  action  on  the  part 
of  the  delegates. 


Mr.  Pace.— Wbat !  Spend  tvo  millions  \ 

Mr.  Deakin.— No  money  could  be  spent 
without  the  consent  of  Parliament. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— Apparently  the  Prime 
Mmister  is  not  prepared  at  the  present  time 
to  reply  to  my  question.  There  are  one  or 
two  other  points  in  this  omnexion  to  which 
a  reference  is  desirable  at  the  present  time 
r  present  Minister 

of  Defence  some  time  ago  expressed  the 
opmion  that  the  naval  subsidy  should  be 
mcreased. 

Mr.  WiLKS.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— That  statement  i» 
cheered.  I  have  no  objection  to  honorable 
members  holding  that  the  subsidy  should  be 
aaaeaaed,  but  I  wish  to  ascertain  the  view 
of  the  Government  on  the  question  before 
the  delegatiOT  leaves  Australia.  The  Min- 
ister of  Defence  has  expressed  himself  in 
favour  of  an  increased  naval  subsidy  rather 
than  the  policy  of  constructing  a  flotilla  of 
our  own. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — An  increased  subsidy 
plus  a  Dreadnought. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— That  is  so.  At  a  later 
stage  the  Mimster  of  Defence  advocated 
the  presentation  of  a  Dreadnought  in 
widition  to  an  increased  naval  subsidy. 
Sane  of  the  members  of  his  party  also  de- 
clared that  they  were  disgusted  at  'the  action 
of  the  Fisher  Administration  in  ordering 
three  torpedo  boat  destroyers  and  proposing 
to  expend  on  their  construction  money  that 
had  been  voted  by  the  Parliament  to  the 
credit  of  a  Trust  Fund  for  naval  defence 
purposes. 

Dr.  Wilson.— Because  it  was  promised 
that  that  fund  should  not  be  touched  with- 
out Parliamentary  sanction. 

Mr.  FRAZER— The  Government  pro- 
pose that  we  shall  adjourn  for  tiiree  weeks, 
notwithstanding  that  the  Minister  of  De- 
fence is  likely  to  leave  for  London  before 
then,  and  that  we  have  not  yet  had  from  a 
responsible  member  of  the  new  Administra- 
tion a  statement  as  to  whether  or  not  they 
propose  that  the  Commonwealth  should 
present  a  Dreadnought  to  the  British  Go- 
vernment or  grant  an  increased  naval  sub- 
sidy. The  positiffli  is  certainly  an  extra- 
ordinary one.  Domestic  questions  relatin^j 
to  the  Tariff,  the  Ne^v  Protection,  and 
several  other  subjects  on  which  there  has. 
been,  and  will  be,  serious  disagreement 
amongst  the  members  of  the  Government 
can  be  settled  within  the  next  two  or  three 
weeks;  but  this  Parliament _shdtMJMVe  an 
opportunity  to  give  expression  to*^  views 
regarding  the  presentation  of  a  Dread 
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nought,  and  as  to  what  is  to  be  done  in 
the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  Govern- 
ment by  the  proposed  delegation  before  the 
members  of  it  leave  our  shores.  If  the 
Prime  Minister  is  not  prepared  to  make  a 
statement  on  this  subject,  the  House  will 
L-e  ill-advised  in  agreeing  to  an  adjourn- 
ment extending  over  more  than  a  fortnight. 

Mr.  CHANTER  (Riverina)  [3-4S];— 
Time  brings  many  changes,  and  in  the  im- 
mi;-diate  past  we  have  had  an  excess  of 
them.  I  shall  not  be  divulging  a  party 
s<.-crct  when  I  state  that  a  few  months  ago 
the  present  Prime  Minister  communicated 
with  the  members  of  his  then  party  with 
a  view  of  ascertaining  whether  they  were 
in  faTOur  of  Parliament  being  called  to- 
i^ether  earlier  than  was  proposed  by  the 
I'isher  Administration.  The  honorable 
<;entleman  oxnmunicated  with  me  by  tele- 
graph, and  I  naturally  concluded  that  he 
was  v'ery  anxious  that  the  business  of  the 
omntry  should  be  proceeded  with  without 
delay,  and  believed  that  the  recess  proposed 
by  the  Government  of  the  day  was  longer 
than  it  ought  to  be.  I  replied  that  I  was 
jirepared  to  agree  to  any  arrangement 
that  might  be  made  between  the  honorable 
gentleman  and  the  then  Prime  Minister, 
even  if,  as  a  result  of  it,  Parliament  were 
called  together  on  the  following  day. 
What  has  since  happened  to  render  the 
transaction  of  the  work  of  this  Parlia- 
ment no  longer  urgent?  Is  it  not  still 
urgently  necessary  to  proceed  with  the  busi- 
ness of  the  country  ?  We  find,  however, 
that  the  first  action  taken  by  the  honwable 
member  for  Ballarat  on  tlie  meeting  of 
Parliament  gave  rise  to  loss  of  time  in  that 
it  led  to  the  displacement  of  a  Government 
that  was  prepared  to  go  on  at  once  with 
business  of  whigh  I  believed,  and  still  be- 
lieve, he  approved.  He  now  asks  for  an 
adjourrunent  for  three  weeks.  With  what 
object  ?  It  cannot  be  said  that  it  is  to  en- 
able the  new  Government  to  frame  a  policy, 
for  its  policy  has  already  been  drawn  up. 
As  a  monber  of  the  Liberal  Party  led  by 
the  honorable  member  for  Ballarat,  I  was 
told  that  a  policy  had  been  drawn  up  and 
agreed  to  by  the  very  honorable  members 
who  constitute  the  new  Administration. 
That  being  so,  why  should  there  be  any 
delay?  Is  it  not. true  that  in  New  South 
Wales,  and  more  particularly  in  Victoria, 
the  present  Prime  Minister  made  statements 
to  the  effect  that  hon<»able  members  with 
whom  he  is  now  assodated  were  agreed  to 
a  certain  policy  and  that  it  was  to  be  the 
policy  of  Australia?      In  these  circum- 


stanoes  there  can  be  no  necessity  for  an  ad- 
journment of  more  than  a  week. 

Mr.  McDouGALL. — Did  the  Prime 
Minister  say  that  that  policy  provided  for 
the  gift  of  a  Dreadnoughit 

Mr.  CHANTER.— No.  I  am  referring 
to  the  policy  announced  by  the  Prime 
Minister  in  the  Melbourne  Town  Hall, 
and  published  in  the  Age  and  Argus  as 
that  of  the  coalition.  The  mere  framing  of 
a  Bill  would  not  take  anything  like  three 
weeks.  Is  there  not  other  business  to  go 
CHI  with? 

Mr.  Page.— The  framing  of  a  Bill  will 
take  more  than  three  weeks  if  the  opinions 
of  the  whole  partv  are  to  be  consulted. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  have  been  given  to 
understand  that  the  party  has  accepted  the 
policy  announced  by  the  Prime  Minister 
last  week  in  the  Melbourne  Town  Hall. 

Mr.  Page. — Did  not  the  honorable  mem- 
ber hear  the  discordant  notes  which  came 
from  the  back  benches  of  the  Ministerial 
Party  this  afternoon? 

Mr.  CHANTER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber to  whose  interjecti(His  the  honorable 
member  f<x-  Maranoa  refers  is  not  a 
Minister. 

Mr.  Page. — He  is  one  of  those  who  otm- 
stitute  the  Ministerial  majority. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— The  honorable  mem- 
her  for  Kalgoorlie  has  given  a  good  reason 
why  Parliament  should  not  be  adjourned 
for  so  l<mg  a  time  as  would  prevent  us 
from  expressing  our  opinimis  on  the  de- 
fence question  befcme  the  Commoowealtft 
delegates  leave  for  the  Defence  Conference. 
I  shall  not  now  discuss  the  constitution  of 
the  Ministry.  About  that  I  shall  have  some- 
thing to  say  later  on.  But  if  there  is  one 
reason  stronger  than  another  why  we  aboidd 
not  adjourn  for  three  weeks,  it  is  that  an 
honorable  gentleman  has  been  allotted  the 
portfolio  of  Minister  of  Defence  who,  out 
of  his  own  mouth,  has  declared  himself  to 
be  the  absolute  enemy  of  Australian  de- 
fence. 

Mr.  Page. — Perhaps  he  has  since  seen 
the  error  of  his  ways. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— Then  we  should  be 
told  so,  and  should  hear  his  recantation. 
We  have  only  his  past  statements  to  go  on 
at  the  present  time.  If  he  is  sent  to  Eng- 
land to  represent  the  Commonwealth  on  the 
Defence  Conference,  and  proclaims,  as  the 
opinions  of  the  people  of  Australia,  those 
which  he  has  announced  as  his  own,  he  wil! 
be  declaring  that  this  <XKJn^  .some- 
thing which  is  the  iiie>»«tevdNrMi)3}^llT 
wishes  for.  I  ask  the  Prime  Minister,  who. 
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I  suppose,  does  not  troid>le  much  about  my 
opinxns  now— — 

Mr.  Page.— He  is  of  "  oS  with  the  old 
lore  and  on  with  the  new." 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  ask  him  seriousl>; 
to  accept  the  suggestion  of  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition,  and  agree  to  an  adjoum- 
inent  ot  sixteen  days  as  ample. 

Mr.  Deakin. — The  right  honorable  mem- 
ber for  East  Sydney  was  allowed  an  ad- 
journment of  twent)'  days,  or  one  day  less 
than  three  weeks,  zind  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  South  Sydney  an  adjournment  of 
twenty-one  days,  or  ttuee  weeks  exactly. 

>{t.  CHANTEU.— The  right  honorable 
member  for  East  Sydney,  after  his  three 
weeks'  adjournment,  brought  forward  no 
policy  at  all.  But  the  Prime  Minister  has 
declared  his  p(^ic\',  and,  if  what  we  have 
been  told  is  true,  his  colleagues  have  agreed 
to  it.  I  understand  that  the  programme 
which  he  has  enunciated  is  that  which  the 
Government  is  going  to  pursue. 

Mr.  Frazek. — With  protection  as  its 
first  plank? 

Mr.  CHANTER.— That  is  now  called 
the  rectification  of  anomalies.  There  are 
more  anomalies  than  those  in  the  Tariff, 
and.  in  my  opinion,  one  of  the  chief  is 
that  at  this  critical  stage  in  the  history  of 
Australia  a  member  has  beai  made  Minister 
of  Defence  who  has  absolutely  no  sym- 
pathy with  war,  but  is  a  man  of  peace. 

Mr.  Agar  Wvnne. — Surely  we  do  not 
dewre  war? 

Mr.  CHANTER.— He  has  declared  that 
the  safety  of  Australia  rests,  not  in  Aus- 
tralians finding  their  own  defence,  but  in 
relying  on  a  Power  16,000  miles  away. 
That  is  his  opinim,  as  opposed  to  the  opin- 
ions of  the  greatest  naval  and  military  ex- 
perts of  the  day.  Other  honorable  mem- 
bers (^posite  have  made  the  same  declara- 
tion. We  have  a  right  to  know,  before  he 
is  sent  to  England  as  the  representative  of 
tl^  Government,  what  his  present  opinions 
are,  and  what  he  will  be  charged  with  by 
those  responsible  for  sending  him. 

Mr.  Watkins. — We  should  know,  too, 
»ho  is  going  with  him. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— That  is  not  of  so 
much  concern.  I  presume  that  the  honor- 
able member  for  W^itwKHth,  who  is  con- 
sidered the  greatest  naval  expert  in  this 
House,  will  be  one  of  those  sent. 

Mr.  Page. — He  is  not  too  bad. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  understand  that 
the  Conference  is  to  meet  in  Lwidon  cm  a 
certain  date,  and  it  is  absolutely  necessarv 
that  the  Australian  representatives,  to  be  in 


time,  should  lea\-e  within  a  fortnight.  If, 
then,  the  House  adjourns  few  three  weeks, 
a  representative  will  have  been  sent  without 
our  knowing  what  he  is  charged  to  say  or 
do. 

Mr.  McDonald. — The  Government  ms\ 
be  defeated  immediately  it  meets  the  House 
again. 

Mr.  CHANTER.-  Not  only  should  we 
know  what  instructions  have  been  given  to 
our  representatives,  but  the  Ministry  wilf 
meet  the  House  without  having  a  Minister 
of  Defence  to  answer  questions  relating  to 
that  important  Department. 

Dr.  Wilson.— The  Honorarv  Minister 
will  answer  for  the  Department,  as  has 
been  done  on  similar  occasions  in  the  past. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— Each  Minister  shoukl 
answer  for  his  own  Department.  There  is 
no  warrant  for  an  adjournment  for  thr..- 
weeks.  Personally,  I  think  that  one  week  s 
adjournment  would  be  ample,  and  shall  vote 
for  the  amendment. 

Mr.  PAGE  (Maranoa)  [3.57]— I  con- 
gratulate the  honorable  and  learned  mem 
bers  for  Illawarra,  Angas,  and  Bendigo,  017 
the  attainment  of  Cabinet  rank  in  the  Com- 
monwealth Pariiaftient,  and  I  wish  them  all 
sorts  of  good  luck.  As  to  the  proposed  ad- 
journment, I  have  heard  members  sitting  be- 
hind the  Government  sav  that  thev  are  pre- 
pared to  go  on  with  business  next'Tuesdav. 
being  ready  to  take  up  the  remnants  of  the 
programme  left  by  the  former  Deakin  Ad- 
ministratioa  I  do  not  know  what  is  to  pre- 
vent this  being  done.  Seeing  that  some  of 
their  supporters  are  Tcad\-  to  get  to  work, 
and  the  Opposition  is  willing  to  agree  to 
an_  ad>ournment  for  a  fortnight,  the  Prime 
Minister  might  well  stretch  a  point,  and  do- 
a  graceful  act,  by  accepting  that  canpro- 
mise. 

Mr.  SPENCE.—He  has  said  that  the 
Cabinet  will  not  let  him;  that  he  favoured 
a  fortnight's  adjournment,  ibut  that  his  col- 
leagues would  not  agree  to  it. 

Mr.  Deakin.— I  said  that  I  suggested  an 
adjournment  of  a  fortnight,  but  that  I  w;is 
reminded  that,  on  the  last  occasion,  that 
period  was  found  insufficient. 

Mr.  PAGE— When,  as  leader  of  th.- 
new  coalition,  the  present  Prime  Minister 
was  attacking  tlie  Fisher  Administration, 
his  chief  anxiety  seemed  to  be  to  get  oi> 
with  the  business  of  the  countrj-. 

Mr.  Deakin. — The  best,  wav  to  obtain- 
expedition  is  to  ailpHbcft^tCdiO^  jSepara- 
tion  and  maturing  of  measures. 
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Mr.  PAGE.— That  is  a  matter  of 
opinion.  Why  was  the  honorable  gentle- 
man so  desirous  that  the  Fisher  Adminis- 
tration should  call  Parliament  together  six 
weeks  ago  ?  Was  it,  as  has  been  suggested* 
that  he  might  murder  that  Government  a 
little  earlier,  or  was  it  to  give  an  oppw- 
tunity  for  voting  a  Dreadnought  for  the 
Old  Country?  The  newspapers  which  I 
saw  when  out  in  my  constituency  —  they 
were  three  or  four  weeks  old  when  they 
reached  me — made  evident  the  desire  of  the 
honorable  members  for  Ballarat  and  Parra- 
matta  to  bring  about  a  fusion  of  parties. 
The  present  action  of  the  Prime  Minister 
reminds  me  of  the  manner  in  which  a  black- 
fellow  on  the  Cooper,  near  the  South  Aus- 
tralian border,  makes  his  advances  to  a 
gin.  If  she  will  not  come  with  him  on  a 
certain  day,  he,  wiUi  two  or  three  ethers 
of  the  tribe,  bludgeons  ber,  and  carries  her 
off.  That  is  what  the  honorable  gentle* 
man  has  done  with  those  sitting  behind  him. 
How  are  the  honorable  members  for  Lang 
and  Batman  to  appear  <hi  the  same  plat- 
form? Directly  the  new  Ministry  was  an- 
nounced, there  were  signs  of  dis(X>ntent  on 
the  back  benches.  The  hcHiorable  member 
for  Lang  is  sitting  as  far  from  the  Treasury 
bench  as  is  possible,  without  leaving  the 
chamber. 

Dr.  Wilson. — He  wishes  to  get  out  of 
the  draught. 

Mr.  PAGE.— If  he  is  not  careful,  he 
will  get  beyond  his  draught,  and  be 
drowned.  Both  he  and  the  honorable 
member  for  Batman  are  afraid  of  getting 
into  deep  water,  and  beinj;  drowned. 

Mr.  Crouch. — There  is  not  much  fear 
for  the  honorable  member  for  Batman. 

Mr.  PAGE. — Perhaps  there  is  not  much 
fear  for  the  honorable  member.  When  the 
honorable  member  for  Kalgoorlie  was 
speaking,  the  hcmorable  member  for  Ccxio 
interjectwJ,  "  The  Cabinet  can  offer  a 
Dreadnought."  Surely  the  Cal»net  is  not 
going  to  spend  ^2,000,000. 

Mr.  Deakin. — No  Cabinet  would  do 
that. 

Mr.  PAGE. — That  is  my  opinion.  But 
on  one  occasion  the  right  honorable  member 
for  Swan,  standing  at  the  end  of  the  table, 
said,  Why  talk  of  paltry  sums  ?  As  Pre- 
mier of  Western  Australia  I  spent 
j^6oo,ooo  without  the  consent  of  Parlia- 
ment." How  do  we  know  that  he  will  not 
try  to  spend  ;^3, 000,000  without  the  con- 
sent of  this  Parliament? 

Mr.  Webster. — ^;£3, 000,000  would  be 
nothing  to  him. 


Mr.  PAGE. — It   is   a   great   sum  of 
money,  as  the  honorable  memtjer  would  find 
if  he  tried  to  count  it.    Some  weeks  ago, 
certain  honorable   members   opposite  ap- 
peared desirous  of  having'^arliament  called 
tc^ether  to  provide  for  the  voting  of  a 
Dreadnought  to  the  Mother  Country.  Why 
does  not  the  Prime  Minister  now  propose 
the  voting  of  ;£2,ooo,ooo  as  a  gift  to  Great 
Britain?   The  discussion  of  that  proposal 
would  take  a  week  at  least,  during  which 
time  Ministers  could  consider  their  policy. 
Indeed,  the  honorable  gentleman  would  be 
satisfied  if  he  got  it  through  in  a  week. 
He  knows  how  the  public  would  treat  any 
such  proposal,  and  the  derisiOT  with  which 
the  mention  of  it  was  received  the  other 
night  by  the  meeting  at  the  Exhibition 
Building.    It  would  have  done  the  honor- 
able gentleman's  heart  good  to  bear  then 
the  vociferous  cheers  for  the  hcnorable 
member  for  Hume,  as  the  father  of  Protec- 
tion.   I  heard  many  say  that  thev  had  him 
to  thank  for  Protecticm,  a  statement  which 
I  indorse.    But  had  it  not  been  for  his 
promise  to  me  that,  under  the  new  protec- 
tion to  be  proposed  by  the  then  Adminis- 
tration, the  workers  would  get  their  share,  I 
should  not  have  voted  for  his  proposals, 
because  hitherto,  while  the  manufacturers 
have  benefited  by  Protection,  the  workers 
and  consumers  have  not  been  ccxisidered. 
Now  the  Prime  Minister  is  sacrificing  the 
new  protection  to  what  he  termed  the  "  rag- 
tag and  bob-tailed  party,*'  to  the  party 
which  he  said  was  made  up  of  the  wreck- 
age of  every  other  party  under  the  sun. 
The  nolitical  ideals  of  the  h<»iorable  mem- 
bers for  Darling  Downs  and  Brisbane  are 
as  far  apart  as  the  Poles. 
Mr.  Bamford. — ^They  were. 
Mr.  PAGE.— They  are.    When  the  tug- 
of-war  ccwnes,  the  honorable  member  ^for 
Darling  Downs  will  not  be  able  to  ol^in 
satisfacticm  for  lus  principles,  except  at 
the  expense  of  leaving 'office.  Ministers 

and  those  sitting  behind  them  

Mr.  McDwALD. — ^The  black  labour 
party. 

Mr.  PAGE. — With  every  Administration 
in  which,  in  Queensland,  the  honorable 
member  for  Bri^ne  was  a  Minister,  it  was 
the  black  labour  policy — first,  last,  and  all 
the  time. 

Mr.  McDonald. — He  was  in  favour  of 
it  in  X902.  Here  is  Hansard  if  the  honor- 
able member  wishes  to  quote  it. 

Mr.  PAGE,— We  ^all  have  plenty  of 
time  to  go  into  that  matter.  I  merely 
make  reference  to  it  in  passing.    I  should 
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like  to  move  if  I  were  in  order  that  all 
Hansards  up  to  date,  both  Federal  and 
State,  be  burnt.  It  is  not  regarding  the 
past,  but  the  present  and  the  future,  that 
we  want  to  fight.  I  am  thinking  of  the 
millions  who  are  to  come  in  Australia  when 
we  are  under  the  turf.  Our  party  are 
thinking  of  those  people.  I  wi^  nonorable 
members  opposite  had  seen  the  meetii^ 
that  was  held  mi  Monday  night  in 
the  Melbourne  Eihibitiwi  Building.  It  has 
filled  me  with  an  inspiration  that  will  make 
me  go  cm  for  ever  in  my  present  path,  and  I 
am  sure  that  to-day  I  am  on  the  right  track. 
I  feel  as  confident  that  our  party 
will  ccme  to  the  top  as  I  am  sure  that  I  am 
standing  here.  There  was  the  writing  <ai 
the  wall  for  the  Prime  Minister  and  his 
party  to  read.  I  am  satisfied  that  our  party 
are  going  to  be  the  Protectionist  Party  of 
Australia,  both  industrially  and  politically. 
I  can  see  nothing  else  for  it.  If  \ve  are 
gcung  to  be  a  factor  in  this  National  Par- 
liament, we  must  take  up  either  one  posi- 
ticm  or  the  other  regarding  fiscal  matters. 

Mr.  Grouch. — ^The  Labour  Party  has 
never  done  that  before. 

Mr.  PAGE. — It  is  never  too  late  to 
mend.  I  am  sacrificing  no  principle  when 
I  say  that  so  far  as  I  am  concerned  I  am 
an  out-and-out  proCecti<Miist  from  the 
night  I  saw  that  meeting  in  the  EdiiUticni 
Building.  I  am  satisfied  that  that  is  the 
only  policy  for  Australia,  and  that  when  we 
take  up  those  cudgels  our  party  will  sub- 
merge the  Deakin  Party.  Whether  the 
Prime  Minister  agrees  to  an  adjournment 
for  a  fortnight  or  for  three  weeks,  I  am 
confident  that  the  Government  will  not  last 
three  mcmths.  I  do  not  want  to  prophesy, 
but  you,  Mr.  Speaker,  must  have  heard  the 
signs  and  mutterings  of  thunder  frcun  the 
back  bench,  and  so  did  honorable  members 
opposite.  They  are  <mly  the  beginning  of 
the  end.  Directly  the  constitution  of  the 
Govemmmt  was  announced,  there  were 
signs  of  discontent.  I  want  to  know  how 
the  honorable  member  for  Angas  is  going  to 
swallow  the  platform  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Dalley.  and  how  the  honorable 
member  for  Dalley  is  going  to  swallow  the 
platform  of  the  honcrable  member  for 
Angas.  The  situation  is  most  amusing 
when  one  analyzes  these  facts,  I  would 
ask  the  Prime  Minister  to  be  gra<%ful  even 
if  he  has  a  big  majority  behind  him,  and 
to  give  way  on  this  occasion.  Many  of  us 
have  come  thousands  of  miles  to  attend 
Parliament,  and  I  for  one  am  not  anxious 
to  kick  my  heels  around  Melbourne  for  three 


weeks.  I  have  cwne  here  to  do  the  busi- 
ness, not  of  the  State,  but  of  Australia. 
This  is  the  first  time  that  we  have  asked  a 
favour  of  the  Prime  Minister. 

Mr.  Deakin. — H<XK)rable  members  op- 
posite  have  not  asked  a  favour ;  they  have 
moved  an  amendment. 

Mr.  PAGE. — ^There  was  nothing  else  to 
do.  The  Prime  Minister  sat  like  a  sphinx. 
He  did  not  nod  or  move  or  open  his  mouth, 
until  the  f'm  was  put  in  to  prod  him.  I 
am  sure  that  if  he  asks  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  to  withdraw  the  amendment, 
and  moves  an  adjournment  until  the  i6th, 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition  will  be  only 
too  pleased  to  meet  him.  I  can  say  safely 
that  the  amendment  was  not  moved  in  any 
hostile  spirit  to  the  Prime  Minister  or  the 
Government.  It  was  moved  simply  in  the 
full  knowledge  and  belief  that  a  fortnight's 
adjournment  was  long  enough. 

Mr.  STORRER  (Bass)  [4.10].— Al- 
though an  adjournment  of  three  weeks 
would  suit  me  very  well  personally,  I  must 
take  into  consideration  the  present  positiw 
of  the  country  and  the  fact  that  an  ad- 
journment of  that  duration  would  bring  us 
within  a  week  of  the  end  of  the  financial 
year.  A  Supply  Bill  would  then  have  to 
be  passed  to  meet  the  emergencies  of  the 
month  of  July,  no  money  would  have  been 
passed  for  works,  and  contractus  through- 
out Australia  would  be  kept  .out  of  their 
mteiey  until  such  time  as  the  Estimates  for 
the  next  finaiKial  year  were  passed. 

Sir  John  Forbest. — ^That  will  not  be 
so.    The  contracts  in  existence  will  l:e  paid. 

Mr.  STORRER.— I  am  glad  the  new 
Treasurer  has  learnt  to  improve  on  what 
was  done  when  he  was  Treasurer  prevFously. 
In  fact,  it  has  often  happened  that  those 
engaged  on  ccHitracts  were  ^pfused  their 
money  because  the  House  had  not  passed 
the  Estimates. 

Mr.  Deakin. — That  was  in  the  case  of 
new  works. 

Mr.  STORRER— I  am  referring  to 
contractors  engaged  in  new  works.  In 
monthly  Supply  Bills  we  vote  only  money 
for  the  ordinary  services.  I  hope  the  Prime 
Minister  will  agree  to  an  adjournment  for  a 
fortnight,  so  that  we  may  attend  to  the 
financial  affairs  of  the  Commonwealth  and 
be  able  to  pay  amounts  owing  to  contractus 
engaged  on  new  works  when  the  money  is 
due. 

Dr.  MALONEY  (Melbourne)  [4-14]  — 
I  wish  to  ask  the  Prime  Minister  before  the 
division  is  taken  wheth^diuiodlhe  recess 
he  will  take  into  (^iS^dCTanontiSETiecessity 
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of  taking  a  referendum  whereby  the  pecq)le 
of  Australia  will  be  dominant  over  Cabinet 
Ministers,  Parliament,  and  Governor- 
General. 

Mr.  McDonald  (Kennedy)  U-iS]-— 
I  wish  to  cCMigratulate  the  honorable  in«n- 
ber  for  Illawarra,  the  honorable  member 
for  Bendigo,  and  the  honorable  member 
for  Angas  on  attaining  Calnnet  rank.  I 
think  that  that  is  a  courtesy  which  is  due  to 
any  man  who  achieves  that  distinction.  Re- 
garding a  subject  upon  which  the  Prime 
Minister  was  verv  emphatic  the  other  day, 
I  should  like  to  ask  him  whetlier  it  is  the 
intention  of  the  Government  to  send  a  repre- 
sentative to  the  Imperial  Defence  Ccmfer- 
ence  before  the  Address-in- Reply  is  adopted, 
or  before  the  Government  know  definitely 
that  they  are  going  to  retain  possession  of 
the  Treasury  Bench.  The  Prime  Minister 
was  particularly  anxious  that  no  representa- 
ti^'e  should  be  sent  to  England  unless  there 
was  an  assurance  that  he  had  a_ strong  Go- 
vernment behind  him  and  that  he  could 
voice  that~Government's  policy.  The  hon- 
orable member  knows  that,  until  the  new 
Government  have  stated  their  policy  to  the 
House  and  have  obtained  the  approval  of 
the  House,  thev  cannot  legitimately  and 
honestly  say  that  they  truly  represent  the 
wishes  of  this  Parliament.  Until  that  has 
been  done,  I  maintain  that  nobody  has  a 
rifjht  to  be  sent  from  Australia  to  represwit 
the  Cfflnmonwealth  at  that  Conference,  and 
T  hope  the  Prime  Minister  will  not  in  any 
w.iv  attempt  to  appcnnt  any  of  his  col- 
leTgues  to  the  position.  T  have  heard  a 
rumour  to-day  that  one  of  them  has  already 
been  selected.  T  am  glad  to  see  the  Prime 
Minister  shake  his  head. 

Mr.  Deakin. — We  have  not  had  time 
e^  en  to  meet  once. 

Mr.  McDOXALD.— Do  I  understand 
th.it  the  appointment  will  not  be  made  until 
the  policy  of  the  Government  is  laid  before, 
;tnj  approved  by,  the  House? 

Mr.  Deakin. — I  do  not  say  that,  because 
I  do  not  know  yet  whether  the  time  will 
permit.  If  the  present  Government  tocJc 
that  action  and  were  deprived  of  their  peti- 
tions, of  course,  the  representative,  if  sent, 
would  have  to  be  recalled,  ot  could  be  re- 
c.iiled  if  it  were  thought  necessary. 

Mr.  McDonald.— Is  not  that  the  very 
thing  that  the  Prime  Minister  complained 
at-out  regarding  thf  !ate  Government — that 
liifv  proposed  to  send  one  of  their  number  to 
t!ie  Conferencv  wlien  they  did  not  repre- 
S'.-nt  the  wishes  of  Parliament?     Until  the 


Government  poIik:y  has  been  'submitted, 
how  can  we  know  what  the  feelings  of  Par- 
liament are  regarding  that  matter?  The 
honorable  member  now  says  that  the  Go- 
ATrnment  will  appoint  some  one  and  send 
him,  and  that  if  their  policy  does  not  re- 
ceive the  support  of  the  House  they  will 
recall  him.  Is  that  the  way  they  are 
g(Mng  to  do  the  business  of  the  country? 
The  Prime  Minister  appears,  as  I  faave 
already  said,  to  be  subject  to  the  dictates 
of  those  around  him,  and  must  do  what  he 
is  told.  If  it  was  wrong  last  week  for 
the  late  Government  to  take  the  course  they 
propose,  then  it  is  wrong  for  this  Govern- 
ment to  take  a  similar  course  this  week  until 
they  know  that  they  are  secure  in  their  posi- 
tions. The  Prime  Minister  appears  to  be 
under  the  impression  that  the  first  duty  of 
the  House,  when  it  meets  again,  will  )x  to 
consider  his  policy ;  but  let  me  remind  him 
that  the  policy  of  the  late  Government  has 
yet  to  be  discussed,  and  will  be  discussed 
to  the  fullest  possible  extent  as  soon  as  the 
House  meets,  unless  the  Prime  Minister  is 
prepared  to  apply  the  closure  to  the  debate 
on  the  Address- in -Reply.  It  is  idle  for 
the  honorable  member  to  sav  that  he  desires 
to  save  time.  Why,  if  that  is  so,  does  he 
ask  for  an  adjournmmt  of  three  weeks 
now  ?  He  himself  has  no  particular 
anxiety,  as  he  has  no  pcxtfoliotoadministCT, 
and  has  nothing  to  do  but  sign  a  few  papers 
that  may  ccMne  before  him  fr«n  time  to 
time,  arid  to  lAd  the  House  when  he  is 
present.  His  attention  to  the  business  of 
the  House  previously  was  the  poorest  that 
I  have  ever  seen  given  by  a  Prime  Minister 
w  by  the  Premier  of  any  of  the  States. 
During  my  career  I  have  never  seen  a  leader 
of  a  Ho*ise  pay  less  attention  to  his  par- 
liamentary duties  than  did  the  present 
Prime  Minister  when  previously  in  ofiice. 
He  was  hardly  ever  in  the  diamber,  and 
the  honorable  member  for  Farramatta,  who 
is  now  a  Minister  of  the  Crown,  repeatedly 
complained — as  did  a  number  of  other  hon- 
orable members  who  were  then  sitting  on 
this  side — that  they  could  hardlv  get  a  Min- 
ister present,  with  the  ewsption  of  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Hume,  who  during  one- 
ItMig  period  spent  a  considerable  amount  of 
time  in  the  Chamber.  I  hope  the  Prime 
Minister,  now  that  he  is  relieved  of  anxietv 
with  regard  to  the  administration  of  a  De- 
partment, will  try  to  lead  the  House,  and 
not  allow  it  to  run  itself  as  it  had  to  during 
his  previous  term  of  ofiioe.  It  will  be  in 
the  best  interests  of  this  ^Py4iament  that 
the  honorable  me&b^  ' ^dtAa  attend  the 
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House  a  little  iikk«  frequently  than  he  has 

done  in  the  past. 

Question — That  "  23rd,"  proposed  to  be 

left  out,  stand  part  of  the  motion — ^put. 

The  House  divided. 

Ayes     ...  ...  ...  28 

Noes     ...         ...         ...  33 


Majwaty 


Aicher.  E.  W. 
Atkinson,  L. 
Bowden,  E.  K. 
Cook,  Joseph 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
I>ea^in,  A. 
Edwards,  R. 
Ewing,  Sir  Thomu 
Faiibaim,  G. 
Forrest,  Sir  Jdlm 
Foxton,  Colonel 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Glynn,  P.  MeU. 
Gioom,  L.  E. 
HupeTi  R. 


Bamford,  F.  W. 
Brown,  Thomu 
Cbtt,  E.  S. 
Chanter,  J.  M. 

Fiiher,  A. 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Frazer,  C.  E. 
Hughes,  W.  M. 
Lyne,  Sir  William 
Uahoo,  H. 
Maloney,  W.  R.  N. 
Uathews,  J. 


Palmer,  A.  C. 
Johnson,  W.  E. 
McWilliams,  W.  J. 
LiTingstoo,  J. 
Hedges,  W,  N. 
Irrioe,  W.  H. 
Brown,  J.  T. 
Knox,  W. 


Ans. 

Irvine,  Hans 
Kelly,  W.  H. 
Mauger,  S. 
Quick,  Sir  John 
b^ilmon,  C  C 
Sampson,  S. 
Sinclair,  H. 
Smith,  Bruce 
Wilkf,  W.  H. 
Wilson.  J.  G. 
Wynne,  A. 

Tellers: 
Cook,  Hume 
Thomson,  John 

Noes. 

McDooald,  C. 
McDougall,  J.  K. 
Page,  J. 
Po)mton,  A. 
Storrer,  D. 
Thomas,  J. 
Tudor,  F.  O. 
Webster,  W. 

Tellert: 
Spenee,  W.  G. 
Watkint,  D. 


Pads. 


Catts,  J.  H. 
Hall,  D.  R. 

OMalley,  King 
Hutchison,  J. 
Roberts,  E.  A. 
Batchelor,  E.  L 
Wise,  G.  H. 
Watson,  J.  C. 


Question  so  reserved  in  the  affirmative. 
Amendment  n^atived. 
Original  question  resolved  in  the  affirma- 
tm. 

DEATH  OF  THE  PREMIER  OF 
SOUTH  AUSTRALIA, 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  have  received  the 
following  telegram  from  the  Acting  Premier 
of  South  Australia — 

I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  receipt  of 
yoor  telegram  convening  the  resolution  of  the 
Hottie  of  Representatives  expressing  its  profound 


regret  at  the  untimely  decease  of  our  Premier, 
also  its  deep  sympathy  with  Mr.  Price's  family 
and  the  people  of  South  Australia.  I  have  com> 
municated  the  contents  of  the  message  to  Mrs. 
Price,  who  desires  me  to  thank  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  its  sympathetic  message  of 
condolence.  I  alio  desire  to  thank  the  House  on 
behalf  jof  the  people  of  South  Australia. 


ADJOURNMENT. 

Federal  Capital  Site — Gotesnhent 

Majority. 

Motion  (by  Mr.  Deakin)  proposed — 
That  the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  MAHON  (Coolgardie)  [4.26].— I 
should  like  to  bring  before  tiie  House  a 
matter  which,  in  my  opinion,  requires  at- 
tention at  the  earliest  possible  moment.  I 
have  in  my  hand  a  newspaper,  published 
in  Sydney,  which  repents  a  lengthy  state- 
ment by  the  Premier  of  that  State  in  refer- 
ence to  the  Federal  Capital  site.  In  the 
course  of  that  statement,  the  Premier  makes 
an  attack  on  an  officer  selected  by  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  C<Mnmonwea]th  to  report 
on  various  matters  connected  with  the  site. 
He  does  this  well  knowing  that  the  offictfr 
conceriud  is  debarred  from  uttering  a  word 
in  his  own  defence.  The  point  I  should 
like  to  emphasize  is  that  Mr.  Scrivener  is 
an  oflScer  of  the  New  South  Wales  Go- 
vernment, and  has  been  selected  to  furnish 
a  report  to  the  Commonwealth.  It  se«ns 
to  me  that  in  the  future  the  Common- 
wealth will  be  seriously  hampered  if  an 
officer  selected  from  a  State  to  act  for  the 
Federal  Government  is  to  be  attacked  by 
a  member  of  the  Government  which  he 
serves. 

Mr.  Crouch. — Is  Tilr.  Scrivener  a  State 
or  a  Federal  officer? 

Mr.  MAHON.— A  State  officer;  and  a 

most  excellent  one.  If  tliis  attack  is  to 
pass,  then  State  officers  will  hesitate  to 
undertake  Federal  dutii  s.  They  cann-it 
be  expected  to  furnish  im]>artial  reports  if 
by  doing  so  the)  are  likely  to  incur  cen- 
stire  from  their  official  superiors.  With- 
out going  into  full  details,  for  this  state- 
ment fills  OTOr  a  column  in  the  newspaper, 
its  jpneral  tenor  will  l»e  gathered  from 
editorial  comments  thereon 

Mr.  ScTivencr  was  only  one  of  a  Committee 
of  New  South  Wales  Government  officials  detailed 
to  deal  with  the  question  of  the  best  place  for 
a  city  within  Ibe  prescribed  area,  and  his  duties 
were  those  of  a  licensed  surveyor.  It  was  no 
part  of  those  duties  to  proyde  any  report  on  his 
own  initiative —    Digitized  by  vjOOQiC 
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Mr.  Scrivener  provided  nothing  on  his 
own  initiative;  he  dealt  with  the  matter 
acording  to  precise  instructions — 
nor  to  meddle  in  queitions  calling  for  expert - 
knowledge  outside  the  range  of  that  expected  in 
a  surveyor. 

All  one  can  say  in  reply  to  that  is  that  Mr. 
Scrivener  had  been  employed  by  a  previous 
Government  to  report  tm  other  sites,  and 
that  his  work  earned  the  highest  commen- 
dation of  everybody  cOTicemed.  The  lead- 
ing article  goes  on  to  say — 

But  Mr.  Scrivener  both  supplied  a  statement 
of  his  individual  views  and  discussed  problems 

quite  outside  the  limits  of  his  field. 

My  reply  to  these  charges  is  that  Mr. 
Scrivener's  report  is.  well  within  the  airtho- 
rity  he  received.  The  leading  article  pro- 
ceeds— 

He  did  it  too,  with  a  precipitateness  which  is 
to  say  the  least  remarkable  in  a  State  servant. 
Taking  his  report  as  it  standi,  it  is  therefore 
easy  to  understand  that  it  is  neither  a  satisfac- 
tory nor  a  convincing  document.  Its  unsatisfac- 
toTiness  lies  in  the  political  bias  which  it  exhibits. 
*'  Predilection  for  his  old  love — Dalgety " 
might  well  be  the  motive,  as  Mr.  Wade  suggests. 

Taking  this  article  as  a  reflex  and  amplifi- 
cation of  Mr.  Wade's  statements,  I  can  only 
describe  it  as  a  gros$  perversion  of  facts 
and  an  impertinent  attempt  to  browbeat  an 

officer  of  the  highest  standing. 

Mr.  Crouch. —Does  the  honorable  mem- 
ber suggest  that  Mr.  Scrivener  will  suffer 
for  his  independent  report  ? 

Mr.  MAHON. — I  do  not  say  so;  but  it 
must  be  remembered  that  he  is  entirely 
under  the  State  Government. 

Mr.  Crouch. — What  remedy  does  the 
honorable  member  suggest? 

Mr.  MAHON.— The  remedy  is  not  for 
me.  '  All  I  can  do  now  is  to  express  what 
I  feel  and  know,  leaving  the  House  and  the 
Government  to  take  such  action  as  may  be 
necessary  to  vindicate  Mr.  Scrivener  from 
a  wanton  and  mendacious  attack. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume)  [4.32]- 
— I  should  like  to  call  attention  to  that  part 
of  the  report  in  which  Mr.  Scrivener  deals 
with  Jervis  Bay.  If  all  that  officer's 
statements  are  as  correct  as  those  in  re- 
ference to  Jervis  Bay,  not  much  reliaiKe 
is  to  be  placed  on  them.  I  suggest  that  the 
P  r  i  me  M  in  ister  shou  I  d  obta  i  n  f rom  the 
naval  or  other  authorities  who  have  know- 
ledge on  the  question,  some  information  as 
to  the  depths  and  the  safety  of  Jervis  Bay 
as  a  harbor.  I  have  been  in  Jervis  Bay 
hundreds  of  times  on  fairlv  large  vessels; 
and  in  this  connexi<Ki  I  know  that  Mr, 


Scrivener's  report  is  absolutely  unreliable. 
I  do  not  refer  to  the  other  parts  of  Mr. 
Scrivener's  report. 
Mr.  Thomas  Brown. — We  have  not  had 

Mr.  Scrivener's  report  yet. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— It  was  pub- 
lished in  the  Sydney  newspapers  the  other 
day.  I  think  that  the  naval  authorities 
would,  perhaps,  be  the  best  fron  whom  to 
obtain  the  information  I  suggest,  though  I 
believe  that  the  Works  Department  or  the 
Navigaticm  Department  of  New  South 
Wales  have  full  particulars  as  to  the  depth, 
and  so  forth.  Amongst  other  things,  Mr. 
Scrivener  said  that  Jervis  Bay  Is  not  a  safe 
harbor,  or  rather  would  be  rough  if  the 
wind  were  blowing  from  the  west  or  north- 
west. Now,  anv  child  would  know  better, 
because  that  end  of  the  harbor  is  the  most 
protected,  and  there  is  not  a  sufBcientlv  long 
reach  of  water  to  make  a  sea  anything  like 
that  which  occurs  in  Hobson's  Bay.  In 
the  interests  of  whatever  site  is  chosen.  I 
think  we  ought  to  have  full  particulars,  to- 
gether with  a  chart,  as  to  Jerns  Bay. 

Mr.  PAGE  (Maranoa)  [4.341-— I  should 
like  to  call  attention  to  the  dwindling  ma- 
jority of  the  Government  in  the  first  con- 
test. We  were  told  that  the  Prime  Minister 
had  a  majority  of  nine,  or  a  supposed  ma- 
jority of  twelve ;  but  we  find  that  this  has 
dwindled  down  to  six,  so  that  if  the  Prime 
Minister  has  manv  more  victories  like  that, 
he  will  meet  his  Waterloo. 

Sir  William  Lvnf,, — ^The  Senate  counted 
out  a  similar  motion. 

Mr.  PAGE.— That  is  a  fact  of  which  I 
was  not  aware  until  the  present  moment.  I 
am  only  anxious  that  the  Prime  Minister 
should  not  too  sotxi  find  himself  back  on 
the  Opposition  benches  again. 

Mr.  DEAKIN  (Ballarat— Prime  Minis- 
ter) [4-35J- — An  official  summcms  caused  a-e 
to  leave  the  chamber  during  the  reading  of 
what  I  imagine  was  the  cardinal  part  of 
the  newspaper  article  to  which  the  honor- 
able member  for  Coolgardie  referred ;  other- 
wise, I  should  not  have  left.  A  note,  how- 
ever, of  the  honorable  member's  statements 
has  been  taken  my  honorable  col- 
league who,  fr<«n  to-morrow,  will  take 
charge  of  the  Department.  I  have  asked 
him  to  look  into  the  whole  nature  of  the 
report  and  the  circtimstances,  feeling  sure 
that  the  House  will  be  desirous  of  affording 
every  proper  protection  to  an  (rfficer  who 
acts  for  the  Commonwealth.  I  am  loth, 
however,  to  believe,  unless  the  evidence  is 
absolutely  clear^iilte  «|4j&®gl0>f  New 
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South  Wales  would  reflect  on  one  of  his 
own  officers  acting  in  the  discharge  of  his 
duty. 

Mr.  Mahon. — His  words  appeaj:  in  the 
newspaper. 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — I  have  not  seen  them. 
Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
House  adjounied  at  4.37  p.m. 


Senate. 

Thursday^  3  June^  igog. 


A  quorum  not  being  present  at  2.30  p.m., 
the  bells  were  again  rung,  and  a  quorum 
formed. 

The  President  took  the  chair  at  2.35 
p.in.,  and  read  prayers. 

PAPERS. 

Senator  MILLEN  laid  upon  the  table 

the  foUowing  papwrs  : — 

Electoral  Acts  iooa-1905. — Provisional  Regula- 
tions. — Statutory  Rules  1909,  No.  18. 

ComoumwealUi  Electoral  Acts  1903-1905  and 
Electoral  Act  1907  (Tasmania). — Regulations  re- 
lating to  Joint  Electoral  Rolls. — Statutory  Rules 
1909,  No.  29. 

t>efence  Acts  1903-4. — Financial  and  Allow- 
ance Regulations  (Provisional)  for  the  Military 
Forces  of  the  Commonwealth- 
Amendment   of   Regulation   143. — Statutory 

Rules  1909,  No.  51. 
Cancellation  of  Itegulatton  78,  and  substitu- 
tion of  new  Regulation  in  lieu  Uiereof. — 
Statutory  Rules  1909,  No.  5a. 
Regulations    (Provisional)    for    the  Military* 
Forces  of  the  Commonwealth — 

Amendment   of   Regulation  558. — Statutory 

Rules  1909,  No.  54. 
Amendment  of  Regulation  laiA ;  and  new 
Regulation   121B. — Statutory   Rules  1909, 
No.  55. 

Amendment  of  Regulations  3  and  4, — Statu- 
tory Rules  1909,  No.  53. 
Transcontinental    Railway   Survey,  Kalgoorlie 
to  Port  Augusta. — Report  by   Mr,   H.  Deane, 
M.I.C.E.,  on  the  progress  of  the  work  (dated 
aist  May,  1900), 

War  and  Peace  Establishments  of  the  Military 
Forces  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Australia. 

DEATH  OF  THE  PREMIER  OF 
SOUTH  AUSTRALIA, 

The  PRESIDENT.— I  have  to  an- 
nounce to  honorable  senators  that,  in  re- 
sponse to  the  Senate's  vote  of  condolence 
■with  the  widow  and  family  of  the  late 
Premier  of  South  Australia,  I  have  re- 
ceived the  following  telegram: — 
PusnwNT  or  Senate,  MEuotntNE. 

I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  receipt  of 
TOur  telegram  conveying  the  resolution  of  the 
Senate  expressing  its  profound  regret  at  the  un- 
timely decease  of  our  Premier,  also  its  deep 


sympathy  with  Mrs.  Price's  family  and  the 
people  of  South  Australia.  I  have  communi- 
cated its  contents  to  Mrs.  Price,  who  desires  me 
to  thank  the  Senate  for  its  sympathetic  message 
of  condolence.  I  also  desire  to  thank  the  Senate 
on  behalf  of  the  people  of  South  Australia. 

A.  H.  Peake, 
Acting  Premier. 

Adelaide,  3rd  June,  1909. 
That  reply  will  be  rerorded  in  the  /our- 
nals. 

SPECIAL  ADJOURNMENT. 

Senator  MILLEN  (New  South  Wales- 
Vice-President  of  the  Executive  Council) 
[2.37]. — I  beg  to  move — 

l'h.-it  the  Senate  at  its  rising  adjourn  until 
\Vciinesday,  23rd  June, 

I  am  submitting  identically  the  same 
motion  as  that  which  was  discussed  at  con- 
siderable length  vesterday.  An  amendment 
was  then  submitted,  and  the  debate  was 
terminated  by  a  count-out.  I  trust  that,  is 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  other  House  has 
adjourned  tmtil  the  23rd  inst.,  honorable 
senators  will  be  content  to  allow  the  pre- 
sent motion  to  go  without  discussion. 
I  would  point  out  to  them  that,  even  if 
they  should  re-submit  the  amendment  which 
was  offered  yesterday  and  it  should  be 
carried,  they  would  not  in  any  way  further 
the  work  of  the  Senate,  whilst  they  might 
greatly  inccxivenience  other  honorable 
senat<»-s. 

Senator  Givens. — We  have  the  Naviga- 
tion Bill  to  go  cm  with. 

Senator  MILLEN. — Under  no  possible 
circumstances  will  there  be  a  Ministerial 
statement  made-on  the  i6th  inst.,  and  tintil 
that  staten>ent  is  made  I  take  it  that  it  will 
be  incMupetent  for  the  Senate  to  seriously 
address  itself  to  the  business  of  the 
country.  I  have  r.o  desire  to  say  anything 
that  may  lead  any  hmorable  senator  to 
import  into  any  debate  which  may  take 
place  to-dav  any  of  that  bitterness  which, 
unfortunately,  marked  some  of  yesterday's 
proceedings.  But  I  do  feel  that  I  am 
entitled  to  ask  honorable  senators  to 
extend  to  the  Government  the  ordinary 
courtesy  which  has  been  extended  to  every 
Government  since  the  Ccanmonwealth  was 
founded,  and  particularly  do  I  again  re- 
mind Senator  McGregor  that  it  was  on  his 
mtjticm  that  an  adjournment  of  three  weeks 
was  granted  when  the  Watson  Government 
took  office. 

Senator  Pearce. — That  was  not  in  this 
Parliament. 

Senator  M ILLE  N . — Is  my  h<Miorable 
friend  going  to  take  refuge  in  the  quibble 
that  it  was  not  done  in  this  P^irliament  ? 
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Senator  Pearce. — Yes;  I  say  that  the 
present  Government  established  a  new 
precedent  in  this  ParliamOTt. 

Senator  MILLEN.  — My  honorable 
friends  created  the  precedent. 

Senator  Peabce. — It  was  already  created 
for  us. 

Senator  MILLEN. — My  h<morable 
friend  is  now  repeating,  though  in  different 
words,  exactly  the  same  statement  as  he 
made  yesterday — that,  in  the  course  he  was 
taking,  he  was  not  acting  in  the  interests 
of  business,  but  out  of  a  vengeful  feeling 
because  of  something  under  which  he  is 
smarting  now. 

Sraator  Peasce. — I  did  not  say  that. 

Senator  MILLEN.— The  honorable  sena- 
tor yesterday  said  distinctly  that  he  was 
going  to  give  us  swne  of  the  treatment  to 
which  he  complained  he  had  himself  been 
subjected.  I  say  that  is  absolutely  subor- 
dinating the  public  interest  and  the  require- 
ments of  decency  to  the  feeling  of  ven- 
geance that  is  evidmtly  animating  the  hon- 
orable senator. 

Senator  Peabce. — Public  decency  re- 
quires that  this  Parliament  should  be  dis- 
served. 

Senator  MILLEN.— Is  the  honorable 
senator  going  to  bring  in  here  a  dispute  he 
may  have  had  with  the  Governor-General? 
If  he  is  going  to  do  that,  let  me  say  at  once 
that  the  sooner  he  ceases  to  talk  of  public 
decency  the  better. 

Senator  Peabce. — I  referred  to  what  is 
going  to  happen  in  the  future,  not  to  what 
happened  in  the  past. 

Senator  MILLEN. — I  have  asked  honor- 
able smatms  c^posite  to  extend  the  usual 
courtesy  to  the  Government.  I  ask  than 
for  no  generosity,  and  no  magnanimity,  but 
that  they  should  follow  the  precedent 
always  followed  by  every  Parliament  in  the 
civilized  world ;  and  that  is  that,  upon  the 
formation  of  a  new  Government,  a  fair  and 
reasonable  time  should  be  granted  them  in 
which  to  draft  their  policy  into  statutorv 
form. 

Senator  Findley. — The  Go\*ernment  is 
not  deserving  of  an  hour. 

Senator  McGbegor. — ^That  is  what  Sir 
John  Fwrest  said  upon  another  occasion. 

Senator  MILLEN. — I  am  afraid  that  if 
I  were  judge  in  the  case,  Senator  Findley 
would  find  that  I  should  allot  him  a  much 
longer  term  than  that.  We  are  asking  for 
an  adjournment  of  three  weeks,  and  it  is 
impossible  for  any  one  to  say  that  that 
is  a  mcMuent  too  kxig.  Even  honor- 
able senators  oa  the  otho-  side  said  they 


regarded  the  proposal  as  a  reasonable  one.. 
Soiator  Needham  said  that  he  could  not 
oppose  my  motion  on  the  ground  of  un- 
reasonableness. Some  honorable  sena- 
tors said  that,  having  a  policy  already 
formed,  we  ought  to  be  able  to  meet  Parli;t- 
ment  in  a  day.  Others  said  that  we  had 
no  policy,  and  that,  therefore,  any  time 
occupied  in  an  attempt  to  formulate  one 
would  be  time  wasted. 

Senator  Givens. — Honorable  senators 
on  the  Government  side  wanted  Parliamer.t 
called  together  in  April,  in  order  to  present 
Britain  with  a  Dre^nought.  Could  we  not 
go  oa  with  that  propositicn  now  ? 

Senator  MILLEN. — ^That  reminds  me 
of  the  fact  that  the  late  Government  had 
to  depend  on  my  help,  and  on  the  help  of 
my  honorable  friends  on  this  side,  to  gt-t 
them  into  recess.  We  sat  up  here  all  night 
to  save  the  late  Government — from  whom? 
From  those  redoubtable  representatives  of 
Queensland.  Senators  Turley,  Givens,  and 
Stewart.  I  say  that  but  for  the  assistan-e 
of  honorable  senators  on  this  sfde,  the  late 
Government  would  never  have  got  their 
Estimates  through.  These  are  the  gentlemen 
who  object  now  to  a  fair  and  reasonable  de- 
mand. The  members  and  supporters  of  a- 
Government  who  took  six  months  in  which- 
to  formulate  their  policy  now  deny  to  the 
present  occupants  of  the  Treasury  Bench 
the  very  much  shorter  period  of  three 
weeks.  I  am  not  asking  for  any  concessi-  n 
from  honorable  senators  opposite.  What  I 
.am  asking  for  the  Govemment  in  this 
motion  is  what  any  fair  and  reasonable 
Parliament  would  grant  to  any  new  Ad- 
ministnition.  If  hcmorable  senatcxs  «i  the 
other  ade  are  detennined  to  refuse  it,  they 
can  do  so. 

Senator  McGREGOR  (South  Australia) 
[2.44]. — I  have  no  intention  to  move  an 
amendment  on  the  motion  sutMnitted  by  the 
Vice-President  of  the  Executive  Council  to- 
day. My  reason  is  that  in  another  plai-e 
honorable  members  have  decided  to  atl- 
journ  for  three  weeks.  Most  honorable 
senators  will  agree  with  me  that  honor- 
able members  in  another  plaoe  having 
adjourned  for  three  weeks  it  would  be 
rather  absurd  for  us  to  adjourn  for 
only  a  fortnight.  It  would  be  more 
reasonable  to  adjourn  for  a  month 
here  if  in  a  nother  pi  ace  they  ad  - 
journed  for  three  wefks.  But  I  should 
like  to  remind  the  Vice-President  of  the 
Executive  Council  that  there  has  twice  been 
failure  to  obtain  a  quorum  of  his  supporters 
to  discuss  his  motioii,  that  it  is  only  with 
the  assistance  of  members  of  the  OpfM»ition 
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that  it  can  be  discussed,  and  that  if  it 
went  to  a  vote  to-day  it  is  ven.-  questitm- 
able  bow  the  numbers  would  turn  up.  I 
■am  putting  these  facts  before  the  bcxiorable 
senator  to  show  him  that  we  are  not  follow- 
ing our  present  course  from  any  factious 
spirit,  but  in  order  that  the  honorable 
senatOT  and  his  ccdleagues  may  know  that 
they  will  have  to  be  here  if  they  wish  to 
do  business  in  the  future. 

Senator  PEARCE  (Westtrn  Australia) 
[2.46]. — I  wish  to  refer  to  a  remark  which 
was  made  by  the  Vice-President  of  the 
Executive  Council.  The  hcmorable  senator 
has  rather  a  habit  of  trying  to  put  upon 
one's  words  a  construction  that  is  not  war- 
ranted, and  of  attempting  to  prejudice  one 
by  twisting  words  that  have  bee^  used  to 
mean  something  that  was  not  intended. 
When  the  honorable  senatw  just  now  was 
referring  to  public  decency,  I  interjected 
that  public  decency  required  that  we 
should  get  this  Parliament  to  the  people 
at  the  first  opportunity.  By  inference. 
Senator  Millen  tried  to  twist  that  into  a 
reflection  by  me  upon  His  Excellency  the 
Governor-Genera!.  His  words  could  only 
be  regarded  as  an  attempt  to  do  that.  I 
am  sure  that  in  his  calmer  moments  the 
honorable  senator  would  give  me  credit  for 
knowing  better  than  to  radea\-our  to  reflect 
tipon  the  Governor-General,  either  here  or 
outside.  He  knows  very  well,  as  do  those 
who  cheered  bis  remarks,  that  no  such  in- 
ference was  to  be  drawn  irom  what  I  said. 

Senator  Millen. — I  shall  rely  upon 
ffansard. 

Senator  PEARCE.— I  am  Billing  that 
the  honorable  senator  should  rely  upon 
Hansard.  It  will  be  shown  that  the  honor- 
able senator  attempted  to  twist  what  I  said 
into  something  else.  What  I  said  at  the 
time,  and  what  I  say  now,  is  that  hcKnor- 
able  senators  on  this  side  and  members  of 
the  same  party  in  another  place  are  en- 
deavouring, and  will  continue  to  endeavour, 
in  the  interests  of  public  decency,  to  bring 
the  present  Government  before  the  people 
at  the  earliest  opportunity.  That  was  my 
statement.  It  was  a  reference  to  the  public 
acts  of  the  party  to  which  I  belong,  and 
to  what  they  intend  to  do,  and  had  no  re- 
ference at  all  to  anything  contained  in  the 
decision  arrived  at  bv  his  Excellency  the 
Governor-Genera  I . 

Senator  GIVEXS  (Queensland)  [2.48!. 
— I  should  not  have  risen  at  all  were  it 
not  for  the  angry  tirade  to  which  the  Vice- 
President  of  the  Executive  Council  has 
treated  the  Senate.  The  honorable  senator 
is  exceedingly  angry  because  yesterday  the 


Government  were  subjected  to  the  humilia- 
tion of  a  count-out  through  not  being  able 
to  keep  their  supporters  together.  We  have 
had  a  long  experience  in  having  to  keep  a 
House  for  the  miserable  little  handful  that 
aspired  to  run  the  Senate  for, a  long  time. 

Senator  Gray. — We  have  had  to  keep  a 
House  for  honorable  senators  opposite. 

Senator  GIVEN'S. — There  is  a  big  com- 
bined party  on  the  other  side  now,  and  we 
have  to  keep  a  House  for  them.  They  talk 
of  having  a  majority  in  both  Houses,  but 
thev  faile^  to  show  that  they  had  a  ma- 
jority in  the  Senate  }esterday.  Although 
there  was  no  concerted  att«npt  on  this  side 
to  count  them  out — because  there  were  four 
honorable  senatOTs  on  this  side  and  six  on 
the  Government  side  when  the  count-out 
took  place — that  (Xgan  of  light  and 
leading,  the  Argus,  which  is  the  mouth- 
piece of  honorable  senators  opposite, 
indulged  in  a  wail,  and  endeavoured  to 
pour  contempt  upon  h<»iorabIe  senators  of 
the  Labour  party  because  they  were  not 
here  to  keep  a  House  for  honorable  senators 
opposite.  Honorable  senates  on  the  Go- 
vernment side  were  not  here  to  deal  with 
the  motion  sulxnitted  by  the  Vi(»- President 
of  the  Executive  Council,  but  when  it  was 
a  question  of  displacing  the  late  Govern- 
ment, they  were  all  here.  When  it  is  a 
questicHi  of  doing  the  business  of  the  coun- 
tr\',  there  are  not  enough  of  them  here  to 
form  a  quorum.  The  moment  the  late  Go- 
vernment was  displaced,  and  it  became 
necessary  to  go  on  with  the  busire'^s  of 
the  country,  three-fourths  of  them  "ske- 
daddled'* off  to  their  homes  in  the  other 
States. 

Senator  Pulsford. — Because  there  was 
no  business  to  do. 

Senator  GIVENS.— Then  what  did 
Senator  Pulsford  come  here  for  to-day  ? 
If  there  is  no  business  to  be  drnie,  what  is 
the  honcx-able  senator  doing  here  now  ?  Why 
did  he  come  over  post-haste  from  Sjdney 
this  morning  if  there  is  no  business  to  be 
done  ?  The  moment  they  succeeded  in  dis- 
placing the  I  ate  Government,  honorable 
senators  who  support  the  present  Govern- 
ment "skedaddled"  off  to  their  homes.  They 
have  been  taught  a  useful  lesson,  and  one 
by  which  I  hope  they  will  profit  in  the 
near  future. 

Senator  Fraser. — They  thought  that 
everything  would  be  conducted  in  a 
straightforward  and  orderly  way. 

Senator  GIVENS. — Senator  Fraser  was 
within  the  precincts  of  the  Pajrliament  yes- 
t^day  when  the  Senate  was  counted  ou 
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but  so  little  did  he  think  of  his  legislative 
duties  that  when  a  quorum  was  called  for 
he  f:iiled  to  put  in  an  appearance. 

Senator  Fraser. — I  was  in  the  other 
House  at  the  time. 

Senator  GIVEXS.— But  this  is  the 
branch  of  the  Legislature  for  which  the 
honorable  senator  has  been  elected.  The 
Government  have  endeavoured  to  saddle 
honorable  senators  upon  this  side  of  the 
Chamber  with  blame  for  what  occurred  yes- 
terday. 

Senator  Fraser. — I  naturalW  thought 
that  a  big  man  like  the  honorable  senator 
would  have  been  reascmable. 

Senator  GIVENS.— Year  after  year  I 
and  other  honorable  senators  who  are  asso- 
ciated with  the  Labour  party  have  kept 
a  quorum  in  the  Senate  for  a  Government 
which  commanded  only  three  supporters 
here.  Now,  when  we  ought  to  secure  a 
little  relief  from  that  sort  of  thing,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  a  big  cwnbined  party 
occupies  the  Treasury  benches,  we  are  still 
asked  to  sit  here  and  listen  to  twaddle. 

Senator  St.  Ledger. — We  onlv  expected 
the  honorable  senator  to  observe  a  matter 
fif  form. 

Senator  GIVENS.— When  I  am  asked 
to  remain  here  and  submit  to  the  infliction 
of  listening  to  speeches  by  Senator  St. 
Ledger,  I  am  being  asked  too  much. 

Senator  Ptn,SFORD. — I  suppose  that  the 
honorable  senator  was  too  exhausted  to  enter 
the  chamber  when  the  proceedings  opened 
this  afternoon  ? 

Senator  GIVENS. — I  was  attending  to 
mv  corre.s[x>nderce.  I  was  quite  willing  to 
allow  the  honorable  senator  and  his  pious 
colleapues  the  privilege  of  listening  to  the 
reading  of  the  prayer.  I  knew  that  he 
would  be  present,  because  he  needs  praying 
for  very  badlv.  The  present  situation 
would  sean  to  indicate  that  honorable  sena- 
tors who  have  ccxnbined  to  form  what  is 
known  as  the  Liberal-Tory  party,  or  the 
Free-trade- Protectionist  party,  do  not  de- 
sire to  proceed  with  the  business  of  the 
country  at  all,  notwithstanding  that  they 
have  raised  a  continual  clamour  that  Par- 
liament should  be  called  together  earlier 
than  usual  this  year.  Why  are  not  the  Go- 
vernment prepared  to  proceed  with  the  con- 
sideration of  business?  Surely  a  fortnight 
was  a  reasonable  adjournment  to  allow 
them,  especially  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
when  the  Fisher  Government  tonk  office  it 
was  granted  a  respite  of  only  eight  days. 
Seeing  that  honorable  senators  opposite  have 
repeatedly  declared  that  it  was  necessary 
^-^it  Parliammt  should  be  called  together 


early  this  year,  in  order  that  it  might  de- 
monstrate the  loyalty  of  our  people  by  pre- 
senting a  Dreadnought  to  Great  Britain,  I 
ask — Why  has  that  proposal  now  been 
dropped?  Why  have  not  the  Government 
sulxnitted  a  moti<m  in  favour  of  the  course 
which  they  ad\'0cated  so  strenuously  six  or 
eight  weeks  ago?  Why  has  this  matter 
b^n  permitted  to  sink  into  insigntflcance  ? 
Who  has  strangled  it?  Who  wishes  to 
thrust  it  into  the  backgroimd?  Why,  hon- 
orable senators  opposite.  They  merely  de- 
sired to  use  their  professed  loyalty  as  a 
lever  with  which  to  oust  the  Fisher  Govern- 
ment. Directly  their  greed  for  o&ce  had 
been  satisfied,  they  dropped  the  Dread' 
nought  proposal  as  they  would  a  hot 
potato. 

Senator  Findlev. — They  have  dropped 
their  life-long  principles. 

Senator  GIVENS.— I  will  not  say  that, 
because  my  honest  opinion  is  that  they 
never  held  any  fixed  principles.  When 
some  of  them  were  telling  the  country  that 
in  a  Free-Trade  policy  lay  its  wily  hope  of 
salvation,  they  had  merely  persuaded  them- 
selves that  they  believed  their  own  state- 
ment. In  reality  they  did  not  believe  it 
at  all.  When  Senator  Best  was  telling  the 
people  that  a  Protectionist  policy  was  the 
(miy  one  for  Australia  

The  PRESIDENT.— I  hope  tiiat  the 
honorable  senator  will  connect  his  remarks 
with  the  motion  before  the  Chair. 

Senator  GIVENS. — I  am  pointing  out  as 
a  reason  why  the  Senate  should  not  ad- 
journ for  three  weeks,  that  the  country  is 
entitled  to  know  whether  my  hcmorable 
friends  opposite  were  really  sincere  in  their 
professi<His  of  a  short  time  ago.  It  is  also 
entitled  to  learn  at  the  earliest  possible 
mcxnent  what  are  the  intenti(His  of  the  Go- 
vernment. I  have  always  objected  to 
lengthv  adjournments  of  die  Senate.  An 
adjournment  for  three  weeks  will  be  use- 
less to  me,  because  it  is  not  sufficiently  long 
to  enable  me  to  return  to  my  home  and  to 
remain  there  for  more  than  two  days.  As 
a  matter  of  fact,  I  could  not  leave  Mel- 
bourne until  Wednesday  next,  so  that  the 
proposed  adjournment  is  absolutely  useless 
from  ray  stand-point.  But  seeing  that  the 
M  in  i  St  r  V  are  determined  that  the  Sen  ate 
shall  adjourn  ior  three  weeks,  we  have  a 
right  to  enter  our  pretest  against  the  adop- 
tion of  that  course,  so  that  upcxi  a  future 
occasion  they  may  be  a  little  more  reason- 
able and  treat  the  lefjitimate  wishes  of  hon- 
orable senators  with  a  little  more  respect. 

Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Senate  adjourned  at  a.58  p.ni. 
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Vitdntsday,  23  June,  1909. 

The  President  took  the  chair  at  2.50 
p-iE.,  and  read  prayers. 

INDUSTRIES  PRESERVATION 
ACT. 

Alleged  Combine. 

Senator  CROFT.— I  desire  to  draw  the 
attention  of  the  Minister  representing  the 
Attorney -Genera I  to  the  statement  in  this 
mOTning's  A^e  that  an  affiliati<m  between 
some  steam-ship  companies  and  coal  owners 
has  taken  place.  I  have  not  a  o^y  of  the 
newspaper  at  hand,  but  I  ask  the  Minister 
to  see  that  the  cheers  of  the  Department 
are  careful  to  protect  the  public  interest 
frcm  any  action  which  this  so-called  affilia- 
tion of  companies  may  take  in  the  matter  of 
increasing  the  rates  for  the  carriage  of ' 
goods  or  passengers. 

Senator  BEST. — I  ask  my  honorable 
friend  to  be  good  enough  to  give  notice  of 
the  que-stion. 

PAPERS. 

Senator  BEST  laid  upon  the  table  the 
following  paper : — 
Xavigation      Bill. — Further  Correspondence 
with    the    Secretary    o£    State    for  the 
Colonies,  dated  a7th  November,  1908,  to 
3tst  March,  1909. 

Ordered  to  be  printed. 

MINISTERS  laid  upon  the  table— 

Census  and  Statistics  Act  1905 — 
Se^lation    (PrOTisional)    relating    to  the 
UtilizatioQ  of  Statistical  informatioa  for 
State    Purposes. — Statutory    Rules  1909, 
No.  60. 

Trade  and  Customs  and  Excise  Revenue  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Australia  for  the 
year  1907. 

Trade,  Shipping,  Oversea  Migration,  and 
Finance  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Aus- 
tralia for  the  months  of — 

August,  1908. — Bulletin  No.  20. 

September,   1908, — Bulletin  No.  at, 

October,   1908. — Bulletin  No.  22. 

November,  1908. — Bulletin  No.  23. 

December,   1908. — Bulletin   No.  24. 

January,   1909. — Bulletin  No,  2^. 

February,  1909. — Bulletin  No.  26, 

Match,  1909. — Bulletin  No.  27. 
Population  and  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Com- 
oionwealtb  for  the  quarters  ended — 

3i8t  March,  1908. — Bulletin  No.  g. 

30th  Tune,  1908. — Bulletin  No.  10. 

30th  September,   1908. —Bulletin  No.  11. 

31st  December,  igo8.— Bulletin  No.  12, 

fio] 


Transport  and  Communication. — Summary  of 
Commonwealth  Statistics  for  the  £ears 
1901  to  tpo8. — Bulletin  No.  2. 

Production. — Summary  of  Commonwealth 
Statistics  for  the  years  1901  to  1907. — 
Bulletin  No.  2. 

Finance. — Summary  of  Australian  Statistics, 
1901  to  1908. — Bulletin  No,  a. 

The  Desirability  of  Improved  Statistics  of 
Government  Railways  in  Australia. — Re- 
port bv  Commonwealth  Statistician,  dated 
rath  If'ebruary,  tgog. 

Official  Year-Book  of  the  Commonvrealth  of 
Australia;  No.  a. — 1901-1908, 

Lands  Acquisition  Act  1906 — 

Adelong,  New  South  Wales  :  Post  OfiBce. — 
Notification  of  the  Acquisition  of  Land 
for  Site. 

Maryborough,  Queensland :  Defence  pur- 
poses. — Notification  of  the  Acquisition  of 

Land. 

Defence  Acts  1903-1904 — 
Regulations  (Provisional)   for  the  Military 
Forces  of  the  Commonwealth — 
New  Regulations  io6a  and  io6b, — Statu* 

tory  Rules  1909,  No,  59. 
Amendment   of   Regulation    304, — Statu- 
tory Rules  1909,  No.  62, 
Amendment    of    Regulation    105,— Statu- 
tory Rules  1909,  No.  63. 
Amendment  of  Regulation  79. — Statutory 
Rales  1909,  No.  64. 
Audit  Acts  1901-1906 — Transfer  in  connexion' 
with  the  Accounts  pf  the  Financial  Year 
1908-9. — Dated  5th  June,  t909. 
Commonwealth    Court    of    Conciliation  and 
Arbitration. — Rules  of  Court. — Repeal  of 
Form  4,  Rule  26,  and  insertion  of  new 
form   in   lieu   thereof. — Statutory  Rules 
t9o9,  No.  61. 
Customs  Act  1901. — Cancellation  of  Statutory 
Rules  rqoq.  No.  14,  relative  to  Concen- 
trated   Varnish. — Statutory    Rules  1909, 
No.  6g. 

Excise  Act  1901. — ^Amendment  of  Regulation 
21  of  the  Sugar  Regulations,  made  by 
Statutory  Rules  1907,  No.  toi,  and  can- 
cellation of  Statutory  Rule  No,  27  of 
1909. — Statutory  Rules  T909,  No.  58. 

Federal  Capital. —  Proposed  Site  at  Yass- 
Canberra  : 

Papers  respecting  selection  of  Territory 
and  Proposed  Site   for  the  City. 

Reports  respecting  Topography,  Water  Sap- 
ply,  Sewerage,  Railway  Cfommunication, 
Power,  &c. 

Report  by  the  Hon.  Sir  John  Cockbum, 
K.C.M.G.,  on  the  International  Congress 
of  Social  Insurances  (formerly  "Work* 
men's  Insurance held  in  Rome  in  Oc- 
tober, 1908. 

Report  by  Mr.  John  Cooke,  as  Commissioner 
on  behalf  of  the  Commonwealth  to  t))e 
International  Congress  of  Refrigerating 
Industries,  held  in  Paris,  5th  to  loth 
October,  1908. 

Royal  Commission  on  Insurance. — Progress 
Report. 

Copy  of  Letter  from   the  Director  of  the 

Imperial  Institute,  respecting  the  work  of 

the  Institute,  &c. 
South  African  Union. — Me^geto^e-. people 

of    South    mm<i  btt^Tjj^]^  into 

Union. 
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The  Clerk  Assistant  laid  upon  the 
table— 

Return  to  Order  of  the  Senate  of  371b  MftjTi 
1909 — Exports  to  German  Possessions  in 
the  South  Seas. 

PARLIAMENTARY  WITNESSES 
BILL. 

Motion  (by  Senator  Millen)  agreed  to — 
That  a  Message  be  sent  to  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives requesting  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  resume  the  consideration  of  a  Bill 
intituled  "  A  Bill  for  an  Act  relating  to  Par- 
liamentary Witnesses,"  which  was  transmitted 
to  the  House  of  Representatives  for  its  concur- 
rence during  the  sessimi  of  1907-8,  and  was,  m 
accordance  with  the  Standing  Orders,  proceeded 
with  last  session. 

BILLS  OF  EXCHANGE  BILL. 

Motion  (by  Senator  Millen)  agreed  to — 
That  a  Message  be  sent  to  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives requesting  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  resume  the  consideration  of  a  Bill 
intituled  "A  Bill  for  an  Act  relating  to  Bills 
of  Exchange,"  which  was  transmitted  to  the ' 
House  of  Representatives  for  its  concurrence 
during  the  session  of  1907-8,  and  was,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  Standing  Orders,  proceeded 
with  last  session. 

POST  AND  TELEGRAPH  BILL. 

Senator  MILLEN  (New  South  Wales 
— Vice-President  of  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil) [2'43]- — I  should  like,  with  concur- 
rence, to  be  allowed  to  sutwnit  the  third 
motion  on  the  notice-paper  dealing  with  the 
Post  and  Telegraph  Bill.  It  is  the  de- 
sire of  the  G^o^■e^nIr.ent  to  proceed  with 
that  Bill,  but  some  little  difficultv  roii^ht 
be  presented  from  the  fact  that  the  notice 
of  motion  stands  in  the  name  of  the  Minis- 
ter of  Defence.  I  ask  leave  to  submit  the 
motion. 

Leave  granted. 

Motion  (by  Senator  Millen)  agreed  to — 

That  the  coasideration  of  the  Post  and  Tele- 
graph Bill,  which  lapsed  by  reason  of  the  pro- 
rogation, be  resumed  at  the  stage  it  bad  reached 
during  last  session. 

MINISTERIAL  STATEMENT. 

Policy  of  New  Administration. 
Senator  MILLEN   (New  South  Wales 
— Vice-President  of  the  Executive  Council) 
[2.45]. — I  desire,  by  command,  to  lay 
upon  the  table — 

Further  correspondence  regarding  a  Confer- 
ence between  representatives  of  His  Majesty's 
Govemmeat  and  the  Governments  of  the  self- 
governing  Dominions  on  the  subject  of  Naval 
and  Military  Defence. 

I  move — 

That  the  paper  be  printed. 


I  wish,  in  ccmnexion  with  that  motion,  ^  to 
intimate  to  the  Senate  the  proposals  which 
the  Government  venture  to  submit  fo^  the 
business  during  the  present  sessicxi.  I 
need  hardly  remind  honorable  senators  of 
the  fact  that,  ordinarily  speaking,  Govern- 
ment proposals  are  sutxnitted  through  the 
medium  of  a  Gwernor-General's  speech. 
That  course  not  being  open  to  the  present 
Administration,  I  can  only  fall  back  upon 
the  one  I  am  now  adopting,  and  indicate  in 
as  brief  terms  as  possible  the  measures 
which  the  Government  propose  to  sulxnit 
foi  consideration  this  session.  I  shall 
endeavour  to  OMnplete  my  task  as  promptly 
as  possible,  and  hoiK>rabie  senators  will  see 
at  once  that  I  shall  be  assisted  to  that  end 
if  I  am  allowed  to  proceed  without  inter- 
ruption. 

Senator  Xeedham. — ^Asking  for  quarter 
already  ? 

Senator  MILLEN". — Senator  Xeedham 
need  not  be  at  all  troubled  about  that. 
-■Vplieals  for  tuiarter  will  not  come  from.  Uiis 
side  of  the  Chamber.  I  should  like  to 
say  that,  in  order  to  simplify  the  synopsis 
of  measures  now  presented,  they  have  been 
grouped  according  to  subjects,  and  not  to 
their  relative  importance.  The  statement  is 
as  follows  : — 

Industrial. 
The  most  complex  series  of  measures  to 
be  submitted  includes  those  affecting  the 
Industrial  interests  of  the  CcHnmonwealth. 
The  pivot  of  several  of  these  will  be 
found  in  a  Bill  for  the  establishment  of 
an  Inter-State  Commission,  which,  in  ad- 
dition to  exercising  the  powers  ccmf«-xed 
upoa  it  by  the  Constitution,  wiW  also  be 
authorized  to  undertake  many  of  the  valu- 
able functions  discharged  in  the  United 
Kingdom  by  the  Board  of  Trade,  ^iich  .as  a 
general  oversight  of  production  and 
change,  supplying  information  in  respect 
to  markets  and  openings  for  trade  abroad, 
and  for  the  improvement  and  extension  of 
Australian  industries  within  our  borders. 

Among  its  duties  will  1^  those   of  a  ■ 
Federal    Labour    Bureau,    comprising  a 
studv  of  unemployment  and  of  a  scheme  j 
for  insurance  against  unemployment.  I 

The  Commission  will^so  assist  in  super-  [ 
vising  the  worlfii9igz*5iff>>tRe«Q^§lf  Customs 
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Tariff  in  its  operation  upon  the  inv^tment 
of  Australian  capital  and  labour  in  Aus- 
tralian industries,  advising  the  removal  of 
any  inccmsistencies  in  its  schedules,  and 
also  with  the  further  view  of  developing 
Preferential  and  other  trade  relations 
within  the  Empire. 

In  the  meantime  any  an<»nalies  that  may 
be  discovered  in  the  Customs  Tariff  Act 
lately  passed  by  this  Parliament,  will  be 
examined,  classified,  and  dealt  with  in  due 
a>urse. 

Any  divergencies  between  industrial 
conditions  in  the  several  States  which  occa- 
sion an  unjust  competition  between  Aus- 
tralian industries  in  different  States  will 
be  adjusted  by  the  Inter-State  C<»ni]us- 
sion,  with,  of  course,  due  regard  to  all 
the  interests  affected,  whether  or  not  the 
unjustly  ccanpetitive  rates  exist  under  the 
authority  of  local  industrial  tribunals. 
Correspondence  is  now  proceeding  with 
the  State  Governments  in  respect  to  the 
procedure  to  be  followed  in  order  to  en- 
dow the  Commission  with  this  power. 

An  Agricultural  Bureau,  associated  with 
the  Commission,  will  be  established  in 
order  to  employ  the  latest  scientific  means 
of  co-ordinating  and  extending  the  good 
work  of  the  State  Departments. 

An  active  policy  of  Immigration  will  be 
undertaken,  and  will  be  expanded  in  the 
light  of  the  knowledge  made  availiU>le  by 
the  Commission  and  the  Bureau,  and  with, 
it  is  hoped,  the  co-operation  of  all  the 
States. 

The  appointment  of  a  High  Conunis- 
stoner  in  IxKidon  with  a  well-equii^ed 
office  will  be  necessary  for,  among  other 
purposes,  our  financial  interests,  the  super- 
vision of  immigration,  and  co-operation 
with  the  Inter-State  Commission  in  foster- 
ing trade  and  coofinerce. 

In  this  connexion  an  endeavour  will  be 
made  to  cheapen  th«  cable  charges  between 
Australia  and  the  Mother  Country,  to  ex- 
tend the  mail  services,  and  to  fully  utilize 
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in  a  Federal  spirit  the  new  facilities  pro- 
vided under  the  contract  about  to  ccxne  into 
force. 

To  permit  a  better  discharge  of  the  na- 
tional respmsibilities  of  the  Common- 
wealth, your  authorization  will  be  sought 
for  the  acceptance  of  the  Northern  Terri- 
tory. 

Among  the  first  proposals  of  the  Com- 
monwealth Treasurer  is  that  em})odied  in 
the  Bill,  of  which  notice  has  been  given, 
for  amendments  of  the  Old-age  Pensions 
Act. 

This  measure,  by  temporarily  suspending 
the  jequirements  as  to  naturalization,  will 
permit  all  old  residents  of  Australia,  other- 
wise qualified,  to  secure  a  pension  by  ob- 
taining letters  of  naturalizatim  prior  to  the 
end  of  the  year. 

The  second  important  feature  of  the 
measure  is  a  reduction  of  the  minimum 
qualifying  period  of  residence  in  Australia 
from  twenty-five  years  to  twenty  years — a 
ccHicession  which  will,  no  doubt,  be  highly 
appreciated  by  the  old  residents  whcm  it 
affects. 

Bills  providing  for  the  Compensation  of 
Seamen,  the  Prohibition  of  Inequitable  Re- 
bates by  Trusts  and  Combines,  for  the 
amoidment  of  the  Post  and  Telegraph  Act 
1901,  and  the  Patents  Act,  together  with 
measures  consolidating  on  a  Federal  basis 
the  laws  relating  to  Bills  of  Exchange, 
Bankruptcy,  and  Marine  Insurance,  all  of 
great  value  to  the  business  community,  will 
be  brought  forward. 

The  negotiati<ms  in  Lcmdon,  in  1907, 
concluded  early  last  year,  allowing  the 
Coinage  for  the  Commonwealth  of  an  Aus- 
tralian Silver  Currency,  have  been  com- 
pleted. In  order  to  avdd  further  delav  in 
securing  the  considerable  profits  thence  ac- 
cruing, a  requisition  for  the  new  coinajje 
has  been  despatched. 

Defence. 

Another  group  of  proposals  will  be  sub- 
mitted in  connexion  with- the  varied  issues 
associated  withi^MWhttV^^gl^ 
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The  caWe  messages  exchanged  with  the 
British  Government,  containing  Australians 

offer  to  share  in  the  responsibility  of  de- 
fending the  Empire,  have  been  placed  be- 
fore you. 

Colonel  FcHrton,  wBo  has  been  appointed 
to  represent  the  Government  at  the  forth- 
':oming  Conference  in  London,  will  take 
idvantage  of  this  opportunity  to  omsult 
the  Admiralty  upon  tlie  whole  question  of 
Imp«ial  Naval  Defence,  and  particularly 
as  to  the  Marine  Defence  of  the  Ports  and 
Coasts  of  Australia  by  the  most  effective 
vessels,  manned  and  officered,  as  far  as 
possible,  by  Australians  trained  to  the 
standards,  and  sharing  the  opportunities  of 
the  Royal  Navy. 

The  construction,  at  suitable  sites  in 
protected  ports,  of  the  necessary  docks, 
shipyards,  and  coaling  facilities,  will  also 
be  proposed  in  the  light  of  the  ^atest  data 
available. 

The  policy  of  the  Government  in  regard 
to  Land  Defence  will  be  founded  upon  the 
principle  of  universal  training,  commenced 
in  youth  and  continued  towards  manhood. 
A  Bill  for  this  purpose  will  be  introduced 
founding  the  system  in  the  schools,  where 
immediate  preparations  will  be  made  •  to 
qualify  Senior  Cadets  and  increase  the 
efficiency  of  the  Forces  of  the  Common- 
wealth. 

The  success  of  a  national  scheme  of  dis- 
cipline must  depend  upon  the  efficient  train- 
ing of  a  sufficient  number  of  ofTicers  chosen 
for  their  natural  aptitudes  and  capacity  to 
command.  A  Military  College,  as  well  as 
a  School  of  Musketry,  and  probably  a 
primary  Naval  College,  will  be  established 
to  meet  this  end. 

For  the  general  development  and  dispo- 
ation  of  our  adult  citizen  soldiery,  the 
counsel  of  one  of  the  ablest  and  most  ex- 
perienced Commanders  of  the  British  Army 
win  be  sought. 

Provision  for  local  supplies  of  Small 
Arms  and  Ammimition  is  being  pressed  for- 
ward, in  order  to  diminish  dependence  of 
the  C(»nmonwealth  upon  consignments  from 
Senator  MiUen, 


oversea.  Tenders  for  an  Ammunition  Fac- 
tory, and  also  fc«-  a  Small  Arms  Factory, 
will  be  accepted  as  soon  as  possible. 

Finance. 

Finance  is  in  every  year  a  vital  questioiv; 
but  it  is  no  exaggeraticxi  to  say  that  the 
obligations  of  the  next  eighteen  months 
render  it  at  present  more  important  than  at 
any  pmod  since  Federation. 

This  being  the  last  session  of  the  present 
Parliament,  it  is  necessary,  not  only  to 
make  provisi<»i  for  the  curroit  finandal 
year,  but  to  forecast  the  near  future,  and 
its  }»obIems,  in  order  that  the  outlook  may 
be  made  clear  to  all  before  the  coming 
general  electiai. 

In  addition  to  the  ample  provision  re- 
quired for  Defence  purposes,  and  for  the 
industrial  projects  already  noticed,  the  out- 
lay upon  the  Federal  CajMtal  Site,  the 
taking  over  of  Ocean  Lighthouses  by  the 
Commonwealth,  and  the  construction,  when 
authorized,  of  the  railway  line  to  Western 
Australia,  have  to  be  borne  in  mind. 

A  principal  departmental  outlay  will 
arise  in  connexion  with  the  works,  ap- 
pliances, and  equipment  for  the  sovioes 
carried  on  under  the  Poetmaster- General's 
control,  especially  those  relating  to  the 
telephone  branch.  A  new  departure  is 
called  for  in  order  to  provide  for  the  early 
construction  of  necessary  reproductive  works 
in  c(»mexi<»i  therewith. 

In  the  meantime,  the  vexed  question  of 
the  rates  properly  chargeable  for  telephonic 
communicati<m,  is  being  made  the  subject 
of  expert  actuarial  investigation. 

Above  all,  the  approaching  terminatitxi 
of  the  ten-year  period  for  which  the  Con- 
stituticni  provides  a  distribution  of  the  Cus- 
toms revenue,  marks  the  close  of  a  critical 
era,  and  suggests  the  pressing  importance 
of  this  great  financial  problem. 

A  temporary  arrangement  for  a  term  of 
years  to  replace  the  existing  distribution,  in 
which  the  obligations  of  the  Commonwealth 
are  recognised,  is  being  prepared  iot  sub- 
mission. Digitized  by  Google 
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The  future  financial  relati<xi9  between 
-the  States  and  the  Commonwealth,  taken 

together  with  their  present  and  future  Loan 
-obligations,  are  bong  carefully  considered 

in  principle  and  in  detail,  in  order  that  a 

satisfactory  and  permanent  settlement  may 

be  achieved. 

Commimications  with  the  Board  of  Trade 
have  provided  a  working  agreement  upon 
several  important  points,  which  should 
facilitate  the  passag-?  of  the  important 
aaeasure  relating  to  Navigation  now  before 
the  Senate 

Bills,  accepting  ihe  control  of  Norfolk 
Island,  and  of  Cables  and  Wireless  Tele- 
graphy in  time  of  war,  for  amending  the 
Audit  Act  and  the  Electoral  Law,  will  be 
proceeded  with. 

It  is  hoped  that,  allowing  for  a  searching 
-critician  of  all  Government  measures  in 
the  public  interest,  the  business  programme 
now  presented  will  be  proceeded  with  in  a 
business-like  manner  during  a  fruitful  ses- 
sko. 

Senator  McGREGOR  (South  Australia) 
[2.56]. — In  view  of  the  importance  of  the 
statement  which  has  just  been  made  by  the 
Vice-President  of  the  Executive  Council,  I 
think  that  he  might  extend  to  myself  and 
■  other  members  of  the  Opposititm  an  oppor- 
tunity to  discuss  it  to-morrow.  I  believe 
that  he  has  no  objecti(m  to  doing  that. 

Senator  MILLEN  (New  South  Wales- 
Vice-President  of  the  Executive  Council) 
[z.57]. — I  had  hoped  that  the  character  of 
the  measures  which  the  Government  propose 
to  submit  to  Parliament  would  bave  in- 
duced a  dejore  on  the  part  of  my  honorable 
friends  opposite  to  at  once  proceed  with 
their  connderation.  Of  course,  I  willingly 
accede  to  the  request  of  the  leader  of  the 
Oppositiwi  by  extending  to  him  the  usual 
courtesy  accorded  under  such  circumstances. 

Debate  (on  motion  by  Senator  ^IcGregok) 
adjourned. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Reflections  on  the  Labour  Party. 

Senator  MfLLEN  (New  South  Wales— 
Vice-President  of  Ihe  Executive  Council) 
[2.58]. — In  accordance  with  an  arrange- 


ment made  with  the  leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion, and  having  anticipated  the  motion 
which  has  just  been  carried,  I  mm-r— 
That  the  Senate  do  now  adjourn. 

Senator  McGREGOR  (South  Australia) 
[3.59]. — In  seeking  an  adjournment  of  the 
debate  just  ix>w,  I  was  prevented  from 
saying  very  much,  because,  had  I  done  so, 
I  should  have  been  blocked  from  speaking 
to-morrow  upon  the  statement  made  by  the 
Vice-Prewdent  of  the  Executive  Council. 
But  I  wish  to  congratulate  the  Government 
on  the  shaking-up  of  the  dry  bones  wliich 
seems  to  have  taken  place  in  connexi<»i 
with  this  Parliament,  and  particularly  in 
connexion  with  the  Senate.  I  am  sure  it 
is  a  pleasure  to  members  of  the  Oppoatlm 
to  see  to-day  a  much  larger  attendance  of 
those  honorable  senators  who  used  to  be 
chiefly  conspicuous  by  their  absence.  I 
am  satisfied  that  neither  Senator  Neild  nor 
any  other  honwable  senator  need  object  to 
an  adjournment  until  to-morrow,  because 
^^eIboume  is  such  a  pleasant  place  to  live 
in*- especially  to  those  honorable  senators 
who  cc»ne  fron  Sydney.  I  wish  them  all 
jof  during  the  short  adjoummait  that  is 
proposed. 

Senator  W.  RUSSELL  (South  Australia) 
[3.0].- — I  noticed  recently  in  the  Adelaide 
newspapers  a  statement  by  the  Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Exectitive  Council,  referring 
particularly  to  the  Labour  Party,  to  some- 
thi'nf;  that  it  was  going  to  do,  and  to  some- 
thing that  it  had  done.  To  my  mind,  it 
was  a  little  bit  unbeccaning  on  the  part  of 
the  honorable  senator  to  say  that  he  wanted 
the  people  of  Australia  to  know  it. 

Senator  Milien. — Is  the  honorable  sena- 
tor referring  to  a  speech  of  mine? 

Senator  W.  RUSSELL.— I  am.  and  I 
have  it  here  in  print. 

Senator  Millen. — Where  was  it  m^ade? 

Senator  W.  RUSSELL.— In  Sydney. 

Senator  Millk«. — When? 

Senator  W.  RUSSELL.— A  report  of 
the  speech  appears  in  the  Adelaide  Adver- 
tiser of  6th  June. 

Senator  Millen. — Of  what  year? 

Senator  W.  RUSSELL.— The  speech 
was  made  since  the  honorable  senator  be- 
came a  Minister  in  this  Chamber.  I  do 
object  to  honorable  senators  opposite  taking 
it  upon  themselves  to  refer  to  the  Labour 
Party  in  the  way  that  the  Vice-President 
of  the  Executrve  Council  did. 

Senator  Millen. — Read  what  I  said. 

Senator  W.  RUSSELL.— If  it  be  the 
desire  of  the  Senate   I   will  read  it. 
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I  have  no  desire  to  misrepresent  Senator 
Millen,  although  it  amuses  me  to  see  him 
sitting  alongside  Senator  Best.  I  remember 
how  we  used  to  have  to  make  peace  be- 
tween them  formerly.  I  also  see  Senator 
DobsKMi  sitting  there.  He  looks  so  pecu- 
liar in  his  present  ompany  !  Sii^lar  re- 
flections occur  to  me  also  when  I  observe 
Senator  Walker  sitting  in  the  very  seat 
that  I  used  to  occupy,  and  recognise  that 
he  is  supporting  the  Deakin  crowd. 

Senator  Walker. — I  hope  I  shall  mani- 
fest the  wisdom  which  distinguished  the 
honorable  s«iator. 

Senator  W.  RUSSELL.— Senator  Tren- 
with  is  there,  too.  Oh,  it  is  very  remark- 
able !  As  to  South  Australia,  that  State 
did  not  return  to  this  Parliament  a  single 
suppwter  of  the  Deakin  Government  siiKe 
the  Honorable  Thomas  Playfwd  was  re- 
jected at  the  Last  election.  God  knows  bow 
many  South  Australians  are  supporting  the 
present  Government !  Some  of  them  were 
returned  as  followers  of  Mr.  Reid.  Where 
are  they  now  ? 

Senator  de  Largie. — ^Where  is  Mr. 
Reid? 

Senator  \V.  RUSSELL.— Well,  I  like 
him  :  T  will  not  say  a  word  against  Mr. 
Reid.  This  is  the  statement  made  by 
Smator  Millen  in  Sydney  on  6th  June — 

"  It  is  quite  obvious  from  their  tactics  and 
utterances,"  remarked  Senator  Millen,  Vice- 
President  of  the  Federal  Executive  to-dav  in 
discusbiag  the  attitude  of  the  Lahour  Party 
in  the  Senate  last  week,  "  that  they  in- 
tended then  and  intend  in  the  futurCi 
not  only  not  to  facilitate  business,  but 
to  do  all  thev  ran  to  obstruct  it.  This 
was  m^ide  abuad'antty  clear  bv  the  admission  of 
some  of  thetr  members  that  tney  did  not  regard 
the  motion  for  a  three  weeks'  adjournment  as 
at  all  unreasonable,  even  while  they  opposed  it. 
Personally  I  should  take  no  exception  to  any 
tactics  that  tbey  may  employ,  but  I  think  it  is 
only  right  that  the  public  should  have  an  op- 
portunity of  noting  that  at  the  same  time  that 
a  party  is  threatening  obstruction  it  clamours 
loudly  that  the  Government  ought  to  press  on 
immediately  w  lh  business  that  it  declares  to  be 
extremely  urgent,  l>ut  which  it  vet  threatens  to 
obstruct." 

How  ill  it  comes  from  ;lie  other  side  to 
talk  in  that  fashion.  Ta'^e  the  last  year's 
record  of  the  members  of  the  Labour 
Party.  It  will  be  found  that  there  was 
a  difficulty  in  securing  the  attendance  of 
sufficient  Conservatives  to  keep  a  quorum. 
Out  of  thirty  sitting  days  last  sesion,  some 
honorable  senators  opposite  were  absent 
seventeen  days.  I  regret  that  I  was  not 
able  to  be  here  on  the  occasicm  of  the  last 
sitting  of  the  Senate.  The  reason  whv  T 
was  absent  was  that  I  was  attending  the 


funeral  of  the  late  lamented  Premier  of 
South  Australia,  the  Honorable  Thcwnas 
Price.  It  amawd  me  to  read  such  base 
insinuations  coming  from  Senator  Millen. 
I  have  OHisidered  it  to  be  my  duty  as  a 
senator,  since  I  waa  elected,  always  to  be 
in  my  place  if  possible. 

Senator  Millen. — I  said  nothing  about 
the  honorable  senator's  absence. 

Senator  W.  RUSSELL.— The  honorable 
senator  made  insinuations,  and  I  tiave  iKt 
doubt  that  they  were  put  into  the  Adelaide 
newspapers  for  a  purpose.  He  represented 
that  we  intended  to  block  business. 

Senator  Millen. — And  do  not  honorable 
senators  opposite  intend  to  do  so? 

Senator  W.  RUSSELL.— He  insinuated 
that  we  were  absent  when  we  should  have 
been  here.  I  want  to  know  where  Senator 
Gray  was,  and  where  were  other  honor^ible 
senators  who  sit  behind  Senator  Mill«i  ? 

Senator  ^Iillen. — Do  not  htMiorable 
senators  opposite  intend  to  block  business? 

Senator  W.  RUSSELL.— Certainly  not. 

Senator  Millen. — A  new  leader  ! 

Senator  W.  RUSSELL.— But  there  aie 
questions  as  to  which  it  will  be  my  duty  to 
enter  an  emphatic  protest.  I  allude  to  such 
a  proposition  as  that  to  squander,  per- 
haps, ;^2, 000,000  without  COTisuIting  the 
people.  If  by  blocking  or  doing  anything 
that  would  be  fair  I  could  prevent  tbe 
carrying  of  that  proposal,  then,  my  God  ! 
it  would  be  my  duty  to  do  it.  That  is  my 
position.  But  I  rose  to  call  the  attenticwi 
of  Senator  Millen  to  his  unfair  tactics  in 
making  this  statement.  I  wish  to  remuid 
him  that  be  cannot  afford  to  play  that 
game.  S^ator  Sest  now  sits  by  his  »ide 
smiling.  It  is  so  nice  for  tbe  honorable 
senator  to  have  sitting  by  him  the  senator 
who  used  to  fight  him.  In  those  days,  the 
Labour  Party  used  to  stand  between  the 
two  of  them.  But  now  here  they  are,  sit- 
tinp[  side  by  side,  banded  t<^ether,  and 
have  made  a  sacrifice  of  their  pledges.  The 
Labour  Party  must  be  abused,  come  what 
may.  I  say  again  to  Senator  Millen  that 
if  nothing  else  will  appeal  to  him,  at  least 
he  will  recognise  that  it  does  not  pay  for 
a  Minister  to  indulge  in  this  sort  of  abuse 
of  a  party  the  members  of  which  have 
been  more  regular  in  attendance  than  hare 
the  members  of  an^  other  party  here.  W'lio 
kept  the  old  Deakm  Go\'emment  in  office? 
Who  assisted  the  late  Government  "o  ps^ 
the  Tariff  in  both  Houses  ?  We  see  the  gal- 
lant colwiel  from  New  South  Wales,  who 
was  always  a  straight-out  free-trader,  Pup. 
porting  this  new  Government.  Wh^  cioes 
the  honorable  senator  stand  now  ' 
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Senator  Colonel  Neild. — The  hcmorable 
senator  should  not  talk  twaddle  here. 

Senator  W.  RUSSELL.— If  the  Iionor- 
able  senator  had  been  alongside  his  new 
leader  in  Sydney  when  he  was  making  use 
of  the  expressions  which  I  have  quoted 
with  the  object  of  damning  the  Labour 
Party,  be  would  surely  have  pulled  his 
coat  and  said,  "  Millen,  hold  your  tcxigue; 
be  careful ;  these  men  are  r^ular  in  their 
attendances,  and  the  members  of  your 
party  cannot  throw  stones  at  them." 
In  the  future,  as  in  the  past,  I 
trust  that,  health  permitting,  I  shall  be 
here  regularly  to  do  my  duty.  I  told  my 
constituents  that  provision  ought  to  be 
made  for  the  compulsory  attendance'  of 
members  of  Parliament.  Senator  Millen's 
party  need  some  such  regulation  as  that  to 
compel  them  to  do  their  duty. 

Question  resolved  in  the  affirmatire. 

Senate  adjoamed  at  3.7  p.m. 


iK^ouse  of  l^rprrsentatibeft. 

Wednesday,  23  June^  igog. 


Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  3  p.m., 
and  read  prayers. 

TEMPORARY  CH^IRMEX  OF 
COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Pursuant  to  standing 
order  25,  I  lay  upon  the  table  my  warrant 
nominating  Mr.  Fowler,  Mr.  Johnson,  Mr. 
Pc^nton,  and  Dr.  Carty  Salmon  to  act  as 
Temporary  Chairmen  of  Committees,  when 
requested  so  to  do  by  the  Chairman  of  Com- 
mittees. 

POST  AND  TELEGRAPH 
DEPARTMENT. 

Telephone  Chasges — Actuakial  Inves- 
tigation— Appointment  of  Couutttee 
— WutELEss  Telegraphy  :  King  and 
Flinders  Islands  —  Undergrounding 
Telephone  Lines  —  Guarantees  for 
New  Works — Loan  Expenditure. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— Is  it  a  fact  that  the 
telephone  rates  and  iegulati<»is,  gazet^  by 
the  Fisher  Govenunent,  have  been  sus- 
pended pending  an  inquiry  by  two  ac- 
countants into  the  position  of  tlie  Telephone 
Department? 


Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— Yes. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— Was  not  the  Post- 
master-General able  to  find  in  the  Public 
Service  two  impartial  accountants  capable 
of  conducting  the  actuarial  inquiry  which 
he  has  delegated  to  outsiders? 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— The  appointment 
of  outsiders  was  not  due  to  want  of  capa- 
city on  the  part  of  the  accountants  in  the 
Service.  We  have  appointed  an  account- 
ant to  represent  the  Service,  and  another 
to  represent  the  public. 

Mr.  PAGE.— It  is  stated  in  to-day's 
Age  that  in  Switzerland  there  are  10,000 
miles  of  publicly -owned  telegraph  and  tele- 
phone lines,  and  that  the  yearly  char^  for 
a  telephone  service  in  an  office  or  residence 
is  approximately  ^2  los.  But  does  not  the 
Postmaster- General  know  it  to  be  a  fact 
that,  whereas  Australian  telephone  atten- 
dants receive  ^no  per  annum,  the  wages 
of  similar  employ^  in  Switzerland 
amount  to  only  £^6  per  aimuun?  Does 
the  honorable  gentleman  intend  to  reduce 
the  salaries  of  the  attendants  here  so  that 
the  commercial  classes  in  our  large  cities 
may  have  a  cheaper  telej^(nie  service? 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— There  is  not  the 
slightest  intention  to  reduce  salaries.  The 
object  of  the  inquiry  is  to  determine  what 
sum  has  been  invested  in  capital,  and  how 
much  should  be  charged  to  subscribers  for 
working  expenses,  depreciation,  and  in- 
terest. 

Mr.  McDONALD.~I  wish  to  ask  the 
Postmaster-General  whether  it  is  a  fact,  as 
reported  in  the  Melbourne  Herald  of  iith 
inst.,  that  he,  in  replying  to  a  deputation 
from  the  Ch^ber  of  Ommeroe,  made  the 
following  statement : — "I  have  arrived  at 
the  conclusion  that  the  telephone  toll 
charges  have  o(»ne  to  stay."  I  also  wish 
to  ask  whether,  in  the  course  of  the  inter- 
view, Mr.  Berry,  a  member  of  the  deputa- 
tion, said  that  they  insisted  that  no  eitra 
rate  should  be  charged  until  a  balance-sheet 
had  been  prepared.  Further,  did  the  per- 
manent officers  of  the  Department  recom- 
mend the  appointment  of  an  expert  Com- 
mittee to  prepare  a  balance  sheet,  or  did 
the  honorable  gentleman  take  action  at 
the  direction  of  the  Victorian  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  and,  if  so,  does  be  not  think 
it  is  flagrantly  unconstitutional  for  a  Min- 
ister to  act  at  the  dictation  of  nn  outside 
bodv. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— The  suggestion 
for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  of 
accountants  was  submitted  on  the  i8th  inst. 
by  Mr.  Hesketh.  It  is  true  that  that  officer 
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suggested  the  appointment  of  &  depart* 
oeiital  CoBunittee,  but  the  Goyemnieiit  de- 
cided that  the  Coounittiee  should  be,  not  a 
purely  departmental  one,  but  one  of  a 
general  character. 

Dr.  CARTY  SALMON.— I  hare  to  ask 
the  Postmaster-General  a  practical  question. 
Having  regard  to  the  unemplofment  at  pre- 
sent existing  in  Mellwume,  will  he  take 
means  to  cxintinue  the  work  of  underground- 
hig  the  telephone  lines — a  work  which  was 
unfortunately  stopped  owing  to  want  of 
funds — and  so  provide  employment  for  a 
large  number  of  men. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— The  importance  of 
undergroonding  the  telephone  lines  is  recog- 
nised by  the  Department,  and  I  beliere  that 
when  the  Estimates  and  the  financial  scheme 
of  the  Gw'ernment  iue  submitted,  it  will  be 
found  that  ample  provision  is  made ;  the 
work  will  be  proceeded  with  as  soon  as  the 
House  provides  the  necessary  funds. 

Mr.  STORRER.~I  desim  to  ask  the 
Potfmaster-General  whether  he  will  place 
on  the  Estimates  for  the  ensuing  financial 
year  an  item  to  ptonde  for  oontmunication 
between  King  Island,  Flinders  Island,  and 
the  mainland  by  means  of  wireless  tele- 
graphy for  the  convenience  of  the  people 
and  for  the  safety  of  shipping. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— The  matter  has 
not  yet  been  brought  under  mv  notice,  but 
if  the  honorable  member  will  gjve  notice  of 
his  question  I  will  answer  it  to-morrow, 

Mr,  KING  O'MALLEY.— Will  the 
Postmaster-General  make  proviaon  for 
communication  with  King  Island  as  well  as 
with  Flinders  Island  by  means  of  wireless 
telegraphy  ? 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— I  shall  be  happy 
to  consider  that  question  when  the  matter  is 
being  settled. 

Mr.  Mcdonald.— I  desire  to  5sk  the 
Postmaster-General  how  be  reccxxriles  his 
conclusion  on  the  i8th,  that  it  is  necessary' 
to  appoint  an  expert  Committee  of  inquiry-, 
with  his  statement  to  the  deputation  which 
waited  upon  him  on  the  xith,  seven  days 
previously,  and  demanded  tliat  there  should 
be  suck  a  OMnmittee. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— The  suggestion  for 
an  inquiry  by  a  Committee  at  Aooonntants 
originated  with  the  hnwrable  member  for 
Bourke,  in  his  progress  report  of  the  Postal 
Commission,  which  he  submitted  to  the 
Eseecutive.  I  said  that  the  departmental 
■Ksestioa  originated  with  Mr.  Hesketh  on 
^^bout  the  i8th,  but  the  questicm  had  been 
before  publicly  discussed. 


Mr.  Fishes. — What  progress  rqKSrt  does 

the  Minister  refer  to? 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— A  progress  veport 
by  the  hoomable  member  for  Boorke. 

Mr.  Fisher,— It  was  no  such  thing ! 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— Well,  then,  an  in- 
stalment  of  a  report  signed  by  the  bOTorable 
member  for  Bourse  as  Chairman  of  the 
Postal  Commission,  and  submitted  to  X\if. 
Executive,  I  believe,  in  December, 

Mr,  Fisher. — Nothing  of  the  kind ! 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK— I  have  had  a  copy 
of  the  report,  and  it  was  in  that  document 
I  first  met  the  suggestion.  Afterwards,  Mr. 
Hesketh  affirmed  the  suggesticxi,  and  I  have 
in  oiy  hand  that  gentleman's  memorandum 
of  the  15th,  containing  the  affirmation. 

Mr.  McDonald.— Then  there  is  a  dif- 
ference of  only  four  days  I 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— It  is  true  that  Mr. 
Alcock  did  make  a  suggestion,  but  it  had 
been  previously  made  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Bourke. 

Mr.  Fisher. — After  he  had  leagned  the 
Chairmanship  of  the  Commission. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— I  am  not  dealing 
with  that  point  noiv.  I  presume  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Bourke  sent  in  the  report 
befwe  he  resi^iedt  or  odimrise  it  would 
not  have  been  received. 

Mr.  McDonald.— What  I  desire  to 
know  is,  how  the  Postmaster-General  recon- 
ciles his  present  position  with  his  statement 
on  the  nth  that  the  telephone  charges  had 
"come  to  stay."  Was  it  the  Joshua 
power,  or  what  was  it,  that  caused  him  to 
alter  his  decision  on  the  15th? 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— The  question  is  so 
complicated  that  I  think  I  am  «ititled  to 
ask  the  honorable  member  to  give  notice  of 
it. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— Do  I  understand  the 
Postmaster-General  to  say  that  In  his  re- 
cent decision  he  is  governed  by  a  report 
made  by  the  honorable  member  for  Bourke, 
and,  if  so,  does  he  regard  that  reixjrt  as 
official,  and  intend  to  act  on  it  as  such? 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— Most  decidedly 
not.  I  say  that  the  suggestion  for  a  Com- 
mittee of  Accountants  originated  with  the 
honorable  member  for  Bourke,  so  far  as  I 
can  see ;  but  the  supijestion  became  public 
property-,  and  was  publicly  discussed.  The 
piincipie  of  the  snggestion  has,  no  doubt, 
received  recognition,  but  the  ooostitution  of 
the  Committee,  as  indicated  by  the  honor- 
able member  for  Bonrke,  has  not  bem 
adopted. 

Kfr.  ROBERTS.— WUl  the  Postmaster- 
General  state  whether  it  is  a  fact- that 
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I  acrifaers  to  Uw  telephcwe  system  ynder  the 
flat  rate  in  Adelaide  have  ^  pay  j£io  a 
Tear,  while  in  two  of  the  other  chief  States 
of  tiw  Oxnmonwealth  the  charge  is  oaXy 
£^  a  year?  If  that  is  correct,  what 
ncps  does  the  Postmaster-General  propose 
10  take  to  rectifv  the  anomaly  ? 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— I  believe  the  ;^;io 
dat  rate  in  Adelaide  was  fixed  by  State 
Uw.  The  law  differed  in  the  different 
Sum,  and  so  there  is  no  absolute  uni- 
formity. It  will  be  impossible  to  secure 
X  omform  rate  until  we  have  uniform  legis- 
Ution  or  regulations. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— Seeing  that  it 
osts  fxHy  £fi  per  year  for  a  telephone  ser- 
rice  m  Brisbane,  as  against  £,10  in  Ade- 
laide, and  the  late  Postmaster- General 
was  able  to  establish  uniformity  without 
iegiiilaticH),  why  cannot  the  present  Post- 
aaster- Genera  I  do  the  same? 

Sir  JOHN'  QUICK.— I  said  in  my  an- 
ivtT  to  the  hontn-able  nnsmber  for  Adelaide, 
'  Uritil  we  have  unifcHrm  legislation  or  re- 
riiatioiK."  There  are  so  many  conflict- 
j£  intenasts.  and  such  diversity  of  data, 
-■poisble  to  reconcile,  that  it  is  thought 
<fcurai^  that  the  questions  of  capital  value 
ud  working  expoises  ^ould  be  investigated 
Wore  a  uniform  regulation  is  adopted. 

Mr.  CROUCH  .—Is  the  Postmaster- 
•"Vaeral  aware  that  in  many  recent  applica- 
'jem  lot  the  erection  of  po6t-<^ces  his  De- 
>utQKnt  haa  required  the  payment  of 
■sail  sums  as  guarantees?  In  one  recent 
C4M  the  auiQ  of  jQ^  was  raquired  for  a 
•AvsMoe  for  a  postal  service.  Docs  the 
iflstouster-Genera)  think  it  is  fair  to  con- 
tinse  a  s>stem  whidi  deivives  country  dis- 
.   "its  of  proper  postal  arrangements? 

Sir  JOHX  QUICK— In  dealing  with 
;   Utters  ot  the  kind  to  which  the  honorable 
'  oember  refers,  I  have,  up  to  the  present, 
'   wrelv  foUowad  the  practice  of  my  prede- 
,  uvors,    I  a/n  rK>t  prepared  to  say  that  the 
kI  practice  ought  to  be  followed  in  all 
riits,  and  sh-ill  be  prepared  to  reconsider 
nitter,  and,  if  necessary,  to  bring  it 
i«^Qie  rov  colleagues  in  the  Cabinet  in 
r«i5er  to  Ascertain  whethn*  the  practice 
^  demanding  guarantees    and  subsidies 
from  local  r<^sid«its  ought  rigidlv  to  he 
liUowed. 

Mr.  MAHOX.— I  desire  to  ask  the  Post- 
:u«:er  General  whether,  in  the  event  of 
•'e  proposed  loan  for  public  works  being 
'irri-J  into  #*ffect,  he  will  favorably  con- 
•iW  tV  advi-sability  (rf  erecting  a  line  of 
'''ttcuTwraticri  from  the  north-west  of 
Vntern  Australia — which  is  almost  entirely 


bereft  of  such  communication  for  Icmg 
periods  of  the  year— with  the  gold-fields, 
or  of  connecting  Wyndham  and  Port  Dar- 
win ?  One  of  these  suggestions  must  be  car- 
ried out  if  that  part  of  the  Commonwealth 
is  to  remain  settled. 

Sir.  JOHX  QUICK.— If  Parliament 
adoptq  the  proposal  that  there  be  a  loan, 
I  have  no  doubt  that  a  suggestiqn  of  the 
importance  of  that  now  made  by  the  hon- 
orable meqiber  will  be  favorably  con- 
sidered, together  with  other  similar  sug- 
gestiwis. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.— Following  on 
the  question  of  the  honorable  member  fw 
Coolgardie,  I  should  like  to  know  whether, 
in  the  event  of  a  loan  being  raised,  the 
Postmaster- General  will  include  in  the  Esti- 
mates a  sufficient  amount  to  build  a  post- 
office  at  Wynyard,  Tasmania? 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK— So  far  as  I  am 
personally  concerned,  I  have  no  doubt  that 
the  suggestion  of  the  honorable  member 
will  receive  early  and  favorable  considera- 
tion. 

PAPERS. 

MINISTERS  laid  upon  the  table  the 
following  papers : — 

Impenal  iDstitutc — Letter  to  Prime  Minister 
from  the  Director,  respectiag  the  Work 
of  the  Institute,  &c. 

Insurance — Progress  Report  of  Royal  Com- 
mission. 

Insurances,  Social  [formerly  "Workmen's 
Insurance ") — Report  by  the  Hon.  Sir 
John  Cockburn,  K.C.M.G.,  on  the  Inter- 
national Congress,  lield  in  Rome,  Octo- 
ber, IC|oS. 

Refrigerating  Industries— Report  of  Mr.  John 
Cooke,  as  Commissioner  on  behalf  of  the 
Commonwealth  to  the  International  Con- 
gress, held  in  Paris,   October,  iqo8. 

Federal  Capital — Proposed  Site  at  Yass-Can- 
berra — Papers  respecting  selection  of  Ter- 
ritory and  proposed  Site  for  the  City ; 
together  with  Reports  respecting  Topo- 
graphy, Water  Supply.  Sewerage,  Kail- 
way  Communicattoa,  Power,  &c. 
Ordered  to  be  printed. 

South  African  Union — Message  to  people  of 
South  Africa  upon  entering  into  Union. 

Defence — Further  cdrrespondence  (a^th  May 
to  igth  June,  Itjot,',  regarding  a  Confer- 
ence between  lej.,  cntatives  of  His 
Majesty's  Oovernmei:  and  the  Covrrn- 
meats  of  the  sfif-guverning  Dnmlnions 
on  the  subject  of  iXaval  and  Mililarv 
Defence. 

Defence— War   and    Peace   Establishments  of 

the  Military  Forces. 
Defence  Acts — Provision-il  Regulations — 
Military  Forces — 

Rejjulations  Amended — 

Nos.   3,  4 — Statinory  Rules   1909,  No. 
53- 

No.  558— Statutory  Rules  1009,  No.  54. 
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Nos.  I2IA,  12 IB— Statutory  Rules  i909« 

N^°'  ^o5a,     io6b  Added-Statutory 

Rules  1909,  No.  59-  „ 
Ko.  304— Statutory  Rules  1909,  No.  ba. 
No.  7Q--Sututory  Rules  i9«3.  No.  64- 
Financial     and     Allowance  Regulations 
Amended — 
No.  143— Statutory  Rules  1909,  No.  51- 
No.  78— Statutory  Rules  1909,  No.  |2. 
No.  105— Statutory  Rules  1909,  No.  63. 
Audit  Act— Transfers  of  Amounts  approred 
by    the    Govemor-Geoeral   m  Counal— 
Financial  year   1908-9  (dated  sth  June, 

Condlmtion  and  Arbitration  Act— Rule  of 
Court,  No.  26,  Form  4  Amended— Statu- 
*orj<  Rules  1909,  No.  61. 

Customs  Act— Regulation  Cancelled-**  Con- 
centrated Varnish— Statutory  Rules  1909, 
No.  65. 

Excise  Act— Sugar  Regulation  No.  ai— 
Amended— Statutory  Rules  1909,  No.  58. 

Kaleoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway— Report 
by  H.  Deanc,  M.I.C.E.,  on  Survey  of 
Route, 

Census  and  Statistics'  Act- 
Provisional  Regulation- Utilization    of  In- 
formation  for  State  purposes.— Statutory 
Rules  1909.  No.  60. 
Official  Year-Book  of  the  Commonwealth- 
No.  2.— 1901  to  1908.      .  , 
Rwlways,  Government— Desirability  of  Im- 
proved Statistics— Report  by  the  Common- 
wealth Statistician. 

Trade  and  Customs  and  Excise  Revenue, 

•907-  ,  . 
Official  BuUetms^ 

Finance— No.  2.— Summary,  1901  to  190H. 
Population  and  Vital  Statistics— 

g.—Quarter    ended    31st  Marcli, 

No.^^10.— Quarter    en-'ed    30th  June, 

Norii.— Quarter  ended  30th  Septem- 

ber,  1908. 
No.  12.— Quarter  ended  31st  December, 

1008. 

Production— No.    2.— Summary,    iQoi  to 
1907.  . 
Trade,  Shipping,  Oversea  Migration,  and 
Finance — 
No.  ao. — August.  igo8. 
No.  21.— September,  1908. 
No.  22. — October,  1908. 
No.  23. — November,  1908. 
No.  24. — December,  1908. 
No.  25.— January,  1909. 
No.  26. — February,  1909. 
No.  27. — March,  1909. 
Transport     and     Communication— No.  2. — 
Summary,   1901  to  1908. 
Electoral  Acts— Provisional  Regulations— Sta- 
tutory Rules  1909,  No.  18. 
Electoral  Acts  and  Tasmanian  Electoral  Act 
—Regulations  relating  to  Joint  Electoral 
Rolls— Statutory  Rules  1909,  No,  29. 
Lands  Acquisition  Act— Land  Acquired  under, 

a*—  . 
Adelong,  New  South  Wales— As  a  Site  for 

a  Post  Office. 

Maryboroi^h,     Queensland— For  Defence 

purposet. 


IMPERIAL  DEFENCE 
CONFERENCE. 

Commonwealth       Repbesentation  — 
Colonel  Foxton' s  Instbuctioms— 
Captain  Cbeswell— Colonel  McCay 
— Offer  of  Dreadnought. 
Mr.  HUGHES.— Will  the  Minister  of 
Defence    make    public    the  instructions 
which  have  been  given  to  the  Honorary 
Minister   as  to  the  statement  of  the  polic>- 
of  the  Government  at  the  forthcoming  Im- 
perial Defence  Conference? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.^I  would  re- 
mind the  honorable  member  that  it  is  not 
usual  to  divulge  what  tokes  place  in 
Cabinet,  but  if  he  will  give  nutioe  of  hia 
question,  I  shall  be  glad  to  furnish  him 
with  a  reply. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  wish  to  ask  the 
Prime  Minister  whether  it  is  a  fact,  as  re- 
ported in  the  newspapers,  that  Captain 
Creswell,  Commonwealth  Director  of  Naval 
Forces,  has  been  sent  to  London  to  act  as 
"expert  adviser"  on  naval  matters  to  the 
honorable  member  far  Brisbane  at  the  Im- 
perial Defence  Conference?  Also  whether 
the  Government  expects  from  the  Ad- 
miraltv  at  the  coming  Conference  on 
Naval'  and  Military  Defence  a  frank  ex- 
position of  the  Admiralty's  views  of  Atis- 
tralia's  naval  necessities?  If  so,  is  it 
expected  that  such  candour  will  be  encour- 
aged bv  sending  to  the  Conference  as  "ex- 
pert "  an  officer  whose  proposals  it  has 
already  characterized  as  being  "  based 
uptm  an  imperfect  conception  of  the  require- 
ments of  naval  strategy  at  the  present  day 
and  of  the  proper  applicatkm  of  navrd 
force?" 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — ^It  is  proposed  to  send 
Captain  Creswell  to  Lcmdon,  and,  m  fact, 
he  is  now  on  his  way.  He  is  the  principal 
naval  officer  of  the"  Comm<mwealth.  He 
has,  I  believe,  differed  from  even  the  Lords 
of  the  Admiralty  on  certain  questions. 
The  honorable  member  will  recollect  that 
the  Conference  is  called.  amonR  other  things, 
for  technical  discussion.  That  technical 
discussion  could  not  take  place  without  the 
presence  of  a  naval  officer.  Captain  Cres- 
well as  the  principal  naval  officer  of  the 
Commonwealth  was  necessarily  the  proper 
officer  for  that  post.  I  have  no  doubt  he 
will  render  good  service  in  the  Motficr 
Country. 

Mr.  KELLY.— I  desire  to  ask  the  ^lin- 
ister  of  Defence  a  question,  vrithout  notice. 
Since  our  delegation  to  the  Defence  Con- 
ference is  charged  with  the  duty  of  en- 
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abling  that  Conference  to  deal  with  the 
defence  questicm  in  the  full  light  of  Aus- 
tralian cwiditions,  would  the  Government 
consider  the  advisableness  of  aslcing  to  join 
it  the  Chief  of  our  Intelligence  Depart- 
ment, Col<xiel  McCay,  whose  knowledge  of 
our  citizen  forces'  intelligence  work  would 
en^le  him  to  render  most  valuable  assist-  ^ 
anoe? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  am  afraid 
that  the  h<morable  member's  suggestion 
comes  too  late;  but  my  own  impression  is 
that  a  gentleman  of  the  calibre  and  charac- 
ter suggested  would  have  been  of  the 
greatest  assistance  at  the  Conference. 

Mr.  Kelly. — The  suggestion  is  not  made 
for  the  first  time. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  Govern- 
ment were  asked  by  the  Imperial  authori- 
ties to  send  a  Minister  to  the  CaiferMioe, 
and  thev  have  d<Mie  so. 

Mr.  SicDONALD.— I  desire  to  ask  the 
Minister  of  Defence  whether  there  is  any 
truth  in  the  rumour  that  the  reason  why 
did  not  go  to  England  as  the  representative 
of  the  Cwnmonwealth  at  the  Imperial  Con- 
ference was  because  it  was  necessary  for 
him  to  remain  behind  to  watch  the  Prime 
Minister. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  believe  that 
the  real  reason  was  that  I  wanted  to  keep 
my  eye  upon  the  honorable  member. 

Mr.  HALL. — In  dfering  to  the  Imperial 
authorities  a  Dreadnought,  or  an  alterna- 
tive, did  the  Prime  Minister  suggest  any 
limit  to  the  expenditure  that  the  Govern- 
ment are  prepared  to  incur  in  the  shape  of 
the  alternative  ?  I  understand  that  a 
Dreadnought  would  cost  about  ;^2, 000,000. 
Is  the  Prime  Minister  jK-epared,  if  the  Im- 
perial Go\'emment  do  not  accept  a  Dread- 
nought, to  offer  a  similar  sum  for  the  alter- 
native scheme? 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — I  am  not  prepared  to 
name  a  sum  which  the  Government  would 
make  its  highest  limit  in  a  matter  of  that 
kind.  When  better  informed,  after  the 
Conference,  we  shall  submit  to  the  House  a 
pi(qx)sition  by  which  we  shall  stand. 

Dr.  LIDDELL.— I  desire  to  ask,  on  be- 
half of  the  bcxiorable  and  learned  member 
for  Parkes,  if  the  Prime  Minister  is  cor- 
rectly reported  in  the  press  as  having 
placed  the  Honorary  Minister  ''  in  full  pos- 
session of  the  views  of  the  Cabinet  upOT 
the  matters  and  some  of  the  detailed  pro- 
posals which  will  be  submitted  at  the  Naval 
and  Military  Ccmference"?  If  so,  will  the 
honorable  gentleman  inform  the  House  in 
general  terms  what  those  views  are?  Has 


the  H<Hiorary  Minister  been  authoriied  to 
put  any  definite  views  on  military  and 
naval  defence  before  the  Conference  as 
representing  Australian  public  opinion  or 
as  representing  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment, or  has  he  been  limited  to  an  exposi- 
ti<»i  of  Australian  naval  and  military  con- 
ditions "  to  enable  the  Admiralty  and  War 
Office  to  advise  and  assist  the  Government 
in  formulating  a  policy"? 

Mr.  DEAKIX. — The  question  seems,  in 
large  measure,  a  replica  of  that  which  has 
just  preceded  it,  and,  so  far  as  I  follow  the 
quotations,  my  two  statements  do  not  owi- 
flict  with  each  other. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— I  wish  to  ask 
the  Prime  Minister  whether  Colonel  Fox- 
ton  is  commissioned  to  attend  the  Imperial 
Conference  on  Defence  as  a  representative 
of  the  Government,  or  as  a  member  of  the 
Military  Forces,  and,  also,  who  is  Colonel 
Foxton  ?  , 

Mr.  DEAKIN.  -As  to  the  first  part  of 
the  question,  the  honorable  member  re- 
ferred to  is  a  member  of  His  Majesty's 
Executive  Council  for  Australia.  He  i^  a 
member  of  the  Ministry.  For  further  par- 
ticulars in  regard  to  the  honorable  member, 
the  records  of  the  House  can  be  searched. 

Mr.  KELLY.— I  desire  to  ask  the  Prime 
Minister  whether  the  main  object  of  our 
delegation  to  the  Imperial  Confercrce  is  to 
enable  that  Conference  to  consider  the 
question  of  Imperial  Defence  in  the  light 
of  Australian  conditions,  or  to  place  be- 
fore it  a  policy  which  the  Government  have 
already  arrived  at? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— The  honorabl--  mem- 
ber's question  may  be  divided  into  two 
parts.  To  the  first  the  answer  is  "  Yes." 
A  principal  object  of  the  representation  is 
that  Australian  conditions  may  be  lai-J  be- 
fore the  Admiralty.  A  second  object  was 
that  the  representative  of  the  Go^-ernment 
should  go  prepared  for  \arious  contin- 
gencies that  might  or  might  not  lie  advised 
at  the  Conference.  This  will  decrease  as 
far  as  possible  the  necessary  ccwamunica- 
tions  that  would  otherwise  have  been — .ind, 
if  necessary,  will  now  be— cabled  bv  him 
to  the  Government  here  in  respect  to  par- 
ticular proposals  laid  before  the  Conference 
involring  action  on  the  part  of  the  Common- 
wealth. 

DEFENCE  BILL. 

Mr.  ROBERTS.— I  wish  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  Minister  of  Defence  to  a 
statement  in  to-day's  Age  that  the  Defence 
Bill  is  practically  to  be  put  in  the  background 
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until  certain  informaticm  is  reoeived  from 
the  Imperial  Defence  Conference  in 
London,  and  also  to  a  statement  tn  the  same 
issue  by  one  of  the  Minister's  leading  sup- 
porters— the  honorable  member  for  Batman 
— ^to  the  effect  that  a  defence  scheme  would 
be  an  accomplished  fact  in  about  six  weeks. 
Will  the  Minister  tell  the  House  which 
statement  is  the  more  reliable? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.^Wili  the  honor- 
able member  kindly  tell  me,  and  then  I 
will  tell  him? 

NAVAL  SUBSIDY. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— Is  the  Prime  Min- 
ister still  of  opinion  that  the  subsidy  to 
the  Imperial  Naw  should  be  discOTtinued? 
Did  he  put  that  before  the  Imperial  Cbn- 
ference  as  tlie  vie\i-  of  the  people  of  Aus- 
tralia? Has  he  altered  his  opinicxi,  and, 
if  so,  have  the  people  of  Australia  also 
altered  theirs? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— That  is  a  question  of 
which  notice  should  be  given,  if,  indeed, 
opinions  should  be  made  the  subject  of  a 
fjuestion.  Moreover,  the  honorable  member, 
in  putting  one,  should  not — as  he  has,  I 
hope  unintentionally,  managed  to  do — con- 
vey a  serious  misapprehension.  I  have  been 
for  years  in  favour  of  substitutinji  for  our 
subsidv  in  cam  a  contribution  in  kind.  I 
did  place  that  view  before  the  late  Ctmfer- 
ence,  .and  expressed  the  opinion  that,  in  my 
judgment,  a  contribution  in  kind  would  be 
preferred  bv  the  great  majority  of  the 
people  of  Australia.  Personally,  I  still 
hold  that  view. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— As  regards  the 
continuance  of  the  naval  subsidy,  and  the 
Prime  Minister's  statement  just  noiv,  I  de- 
sire to  know  if  it  is  the  Cabinet  view  which 
the  Honorary  Minister  is  to  urge  upon  the 
Imperial  authorities,  or  simply  his  own 
view? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.^These  are  questions 
which  have  no  real  business  bearing,  but 
are  evidently  put  with  the  object  of  pre- 
maturelv  raising  a  discussion,  which  must 
be  fruitless  at  this  stage.  The  whole  ques- 
tion will  be  dealt  with  by  the  Minister  of 
Defence  at  an  early  date. 

FEDERAL  CAPITAL  SITE. 

Mr.  HEXRY  WILLTS.~ls  it  the  in- 
tention of  the  Minister  of  Home  ASain  to 
introdiKV  at  an  early  date  a  Bill  fixing  the 
exact  sitr-  of  thp  Federal  Caoital  ? 

Mr.  FULLER.— I  have  consulted  the 
Attorney-General,  and  propose  to  take 
whatever  is  the  next  necessary  step  to  bring 
•ks  matter  to  completion. 


INVALID  PENSIONS. 

Mr.  FRA2ER.— I  desire  to  ask  tbe- 
Prime  Minister,  without  notice,  whether  it 
is  the  intention  of  the  Government  to  pro- 
claim, at  an  early  date,  regulations  for  the 
paj-ment  of  invalid  pensions,  or  whether, 
if  that  is  not  to  be  done  at  an  early  date, 
the  Government  think  they  will  be  able  to 
issue  a  proclamati<»i  prior  to  the  expiration 
of  the  Braddon  section? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— That  is  one  of  Oe^ 
questi(»is  to  be  dealt  with  by  the  Treasurer 
when  he  lay^  his  Budget  proposals  befoce 
the  House. 

THE  TARIFF:  NEW  PROTECTION. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.—When  the  Tariff 
was  under  discussion,  the  Prime  Minister 
conve>"ed  the  impression  to  honorable  mem- 
bers tliat  in  the  evMit  of  the  new  protec- 
tion not  being  applied,  he  would  give  hon- 
orable members  an  opportunity  to  leotmsider 
their  rates ;  and  I  desire  to  know  whe- 
ther the  honcH-able  gentleman  proposes  now 
to  carry  out  that  prt»nise? 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — I  must  ask  the  honor- 
able member  to  give  notice  of  the  ques- 
tion, and  again  request  him  to  give  a  refer- 
ence to  the  exact  words  I  used. 

MINISTERIAL  STATEMENT. 

Policy  of  New  Administration. 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — I  desire,  with  the  per- 
mission of  the  House,  to  make  a  statement, 
Mr.  Speaker. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Is  it  the  pleasiue  of 
the  House  that  the  Prime  Minister  be  al- 
lowed to  make  a  statement? 

Honorable  Members. — Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Leave  is  granted. 

Mr.  DEAKIN  (Ballarat— Prime  Min- 
ister) [3.45]. — Before  maldng  a  statemmt, 
I  wish  to  lay  upon  the  table  the  follow- 
ing paper:—' 

Statement  o  f  the  busicess  which  Ministen 
propose  to  submit  Lo  ParliRment. 

Mr.  McDonald. — I  rise  to  order.  The 
Prime  Minister  has,  I  understand,  laid 
upon  the  table  a  paper.  Do  I  under- 
stand, sir,  that  he  is  going  to  make  a 
statement  on  that? 

Mr.  SPEAKER-i-No. 

Mr.  McDonald. — The  point  of  order 
I  desire  to  raise  is,  whether  the  statement 
which  the  Prime  Minister  obtained^  ijeave- 
to  make  will  be  open  to  disctis^cm  ? ' 
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Mr.  SPEAKER. — Aa»rding  to  our 
practice,  if  a  speech  is  made  by  the  Prime 
Minister,  by  leave  of  the  House,  when  he 
sits  down  no  one  else  will  h&ve  the  right 
to  speak,  unless  the  House  is  pleased 
to  give  that  privilege.  The  Prime  Min- 
ister  asked  leave  to  make  a  statement,  and 
leave  was  granted.  It  would  have  been 
compe^t  for  any  honorable  member  to 
object  to  that  if  be  had  pleased,  but  there 
was  no  objecticm. 

Mr.  Deajcin. — I  under^nd,  sir,  that  ui 
these  cases  the  leader  of  the  0^x»ition 
has  always  been  allowed  to  speak. 

Mr.  FistJEH. — I  took  it,  sir,  that  the 
procedure  would  be  the  same  on  this  occa- 
sion as  previously? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  am  quite  satisfied 
that  the  House  will  grant  the  same  per- 
mission to  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  or 
of  any  other  party  as  has  been  granted  to 
the  Prime  Minister.  I  have  always  de- 
sired that  a  Ministerial  statement  should 
be  made  on  a  motion  for  the  printing  of  a 
paper  so  as  to  afford  the  widest  posable 
opportunity  for  discussion,  but  the  Prime 
Minister  asked  leave  to  make  a  statement, 
and  when  I  put  the  question  to  the  House 
there  was  no  objection.  The  matter  is, 
therefore,  entirely  in  his  hands. 

Mr.  Deakjn. — In  this  case,  fortimately, 
no  difficulty  can  arise.  The  next  business 
on  the  notice-paper  is  the  resumption  of  the 
debate  on  the  Address-in-Reply  to  the 
Governor- General's  speech,  and  that  will 
allow  the  fullest  possible  opportunity  for 
debate  to  any  honorable  member  who  has 
not  already  spoken  on  that  subject.  The 
statement  I  propose  to  make  relates  to  a 
set  of  circumstances  umilar  to  that  which 
is  contained  in  the  Gov^nor- General's 
speech.  It  is,  in  fact,  the  policy  of  the 
Government  expressed  in  the  same  brief 
fashion.  When  the  debate  on  the  Go- 
rernor-General's  speech  is  resumed  there 
will  be  the  utmost  liberty  of  discussion. 

Mr.  FtSHER. — I  tmderstood  that  the 
Prime  Minister  intended  to  take  the  usual 
course,  and  that  was  to  make  a  Minis- 
terial statement  which  oould  be  debated. 
Any  other  procedure  will  be  unwarranted, 
undesirable,  and  of  no  effect,  I  trust 
that  the  usual  course  will  be  taken. 

Mr.  WEBsnjL — X  desire  to  Ipuv,  nr, 
whether  the  course  whidi  the  Fiime  Min- 
ister is  about  to  talffi  will  interfere  with 
the  rights  of  individual  members  in  dis- 
cussing   the    Ministerial     statement,  or 


whether  they  will  be  confined  to  Uie  Go- 
voDor-General  *s  speech,  when  the  first 
Order  of  the  Day  is  called  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  — On  the  statement 
which  the  Prime  Minitter  has  obtained 
leave  to  make,  no  «te  else  may  speak,  un- 
less leave  is  similarly  granted  by  the  House. 
On  the  Address-in-Reply,  honorable  mem- 
bers generally  may  speak.  Of  course,  three 
of  the  members  who  have  spcAen — the  hon- 
orable member  for  Wide  Bay,  the  Prime 
Minister,  and  one  other-«-wiU  he  precluded 
from  speaking  again. 

Mr.  FisHBs. — ^Tfaat  is  most  undesirable. 

Sir  WiLLiAK  LvNE. — It  is^  a  very  im- 
proper thing. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — I  -think  that  there 
can  be  no  question  that  leave  was  granted 
to  the  Prime  Minister  to  make  a  statement. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne.— Quite  under  a  mis- 
apprehension, sir. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  would  suggest  to 
honorable  mend)ers  that  if  they  were  to 
follow  more  closely  the  proceedings  of  the 
House,  instead  of  holding  private  conver- 
sations and  making  interjections  and  re- 
marks to  each  other,  thev  would  much  mor*! 
fully  keep  themselves  in  touch  with  the 
business.  Perhaps  the  Prime  Minister,  ai 
it  appears  that  leave  was  granted  under  a 
misapprehension,  would  desire  that  the 
que.stton  should  be  put  again. 

Mr.  Deakin. — No,  sir. 

Mr.  Mahon. — I  desire  to  know,  sir,  whe- 
ther it  will  he  competent  for  any  honorable 
member  to  move  that  the  paper  be  printed, 
and,  if  so,  whether  on  that  motion  the 
Ministerial  statement  can  be  debated  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  —  That  would  have 
been  so  had  not  the  Prime  Minist^  asked 
for  and  obtained  leave  to  make  a  state- 
ment. He  has  the  right  to  proceed,  and  no 
one  is  able  to  interpose. 

Mr.  RoBEBTS. — I  understood  you,  sir,  to 
say  that  honorable  members  were  not  giving 
sufficient  attention  to  business  a  few 
moments  ago,  when  they,  by  courtesy, 
granted  leave  to  the  Prime  Minister  to  make 
a  statement.  I  was  listening  to  what  was 
going  on,  and  would  not  for  a  moment  de- 
sire to  prevent  the  Prime  Mmister  fronr. 
making  a  statement .  such  as  any  member 
could  discuss  if  he  so  .desired.  But  I  had 
absolutely  no  idea  that  so  important  a  state- 
ment was  to  be  made  as  we  are  now  given 
to  understand  is  to  be  made.  I  certainly 
had  no  idea  that  it  was  to  be  made  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  c(xnpletely  prevent  discus- 
sion on  these  important  subjects ;  and  at 
the  same  time,   notwithstanding  that  an 
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entirely  different  position  is  befwe  us,  to 
completely  prevent  certain  honorable  mem- 
bers who  sx)oke  on  the  Ad  dress-in -Reply 
from  again  speaking.  I  wish  to  ask 
you,  sir,  in  connexi(Hi  with  the  ruling 
you  practically  gave  a  moment  ago, 
when  you  intimated  that  possibly  the 
House  would  not  refuse  a  like  privilege 
to  other  members,  whether  you  can  say 
that  definitely,  or  whether  any  guarantee  to 
that  effect  can  be  given ;  if  so,  we  might, 
perhaps,  be  able  to  proceed. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  gave  a  ruling  to 
the  effect  that  the  Prime  Minister  had  asked 
for  leave,  that  leave  had  been  granted,  and 
that,  leave  having  been  granted  to  him,  he 
aloie  could  speak.  That  ruling,  I  think, 
can  be  suppwted  by  a  reference  to  almost 
any  page  of  the  Standing  Orders. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — ^But  you,  sir,  went 
further  than  that.  The  leave  was  granted 
under  a  misapprehensicm. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  put  the  question  to 
the  House.  The  honorable  member  for 
Adelaide  and  other  honorable  membefs  have 
said  that  they  distinctly  heard  it.  Leave 
was  giv«i  to  the  Prime  Minister  without 
questi<xi;  therefore  I  have  already  ruled, 
and  must  again  rule,  that  the  Prime  Min- 
ister has  the  right  to  proceed.  I  need  oily 
say,  further,  that,  if  he  desired  to  initiate 
a  debate,  it  was  not  necessary  for  the 
Prime  Minister  to  ask  for  leave  from  the 
House  at  all.  He  might  simply  have  pro- 
posed such  a  motion  as  the  printing  of  a 
paper,  and  might  thMi  have  gone  on  with 
the  debate.  The  very  fact  that  the  honor- 
able gentleman  asked  for  leave  should 
have  been  a  sufficient  indication  to  the 
House^ — • 

Mr.  Webster. — That  he  intended  to 
strangle  the  rest  of  us. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Order !  It  is  not  in 
accordance  with  the  Standing  Orders  that 
the  Speaker  should  be  interrupted.  The 
mere  fact  that  the  Prime  Minister  asked  for 
leave  was  a  sufficient  indication  to  the 
House  that  something  unusual,  and  not  in 
accordance  with  the  ordinary  procedure, 
would  be  proposed  if  the  leave  were  con- 
ceded. The  House  should  clearly  have 
perceived  that. 

Mr.  FisHER.^ — I  made  the  same  request. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis. — On  the  point  of 
order  I  wish  to  ask  if  it  is  not  a  fact  that 
if  the  Prime  Minist^  speaks  now,  by  leave 
of  the  House,  it  would  be  only  by  courtesy 
and  the  consent  of  the  House  that  be  would 
k.be  replied  to  by  the  leader  of  the  Opposi- 

Hi,  and  that  no  other  honcvabte  member 


would  be  at  liberty  to  continue  the  debate 
unless  the  House  gave  special  permisaon. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  have  already  ruled 
that  that  is  so,  and  I  ruled  that  it  is  so 
relying  on  my  general  belief  in  the  fair 
play  of  the  House.  I  cannot  conceive  that 
the  House  would  so  far  depart  from  the 
principles  of  fair  play  as  to  refuse  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  an  opportunity  to 
reply  to  the  Prime  Minister. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Perhaps  I  shall  be 
allowed  to  say  that  I  did  not  wish  to  make 
my  statonent  in  any  fashion  which  might 
foreshadow,  even  by  implicatiim,  e\'ents 
which  may  not  happen.  But  we  are  faced 
to-day  with  this  difficult  positlffli — that  the 
statement  about  to  be  made,  though  dif- 
ferent in  form,  will  be  in  substance  and 
character  a  duplicate  of  the  Governor- 
General's  speech  already  before  us.  If  we 
are  to  iiave  a  full  debate  on  the  statement 
now  to  be  made,  thece  will  still  remain 
on  the  paper  an  Order  of  the  Day  for  a 
discussitm  of  the  Address-in-Reply  to 
the  GovemOT-General's  speech.  On  that 
will  arise  a  full  discussion  o\'er  again  by 
every  member  of  the  House,  with  the  «- 
reption  of  three,  of  whom  I  am  one.  I 
have  no  objection,  and  have  not  had  any 
objection  from  the  first,  to  formally  submit- 
ting a  motion  in  order  that  a  full  debate 
may  take  place  on  my  statement.  I  am  per- 
fectly willing  to  agree  to  that,  provided 
that  it  is  now  agreed  amongst  us  that  a 
further  continuance  of  the  debate  on  the 
Governor -General's  speech,  which  would  be 
merely  a  duplicate  discussion  of  the  same 
subject,  will  not  be  asked  for.  The  adop- 
tion of  this  course  will  give  every  monber 
of  the  House  the  fullest  opportunity  to  ex- 
press his  opinion  on  the  statement  now  to 
be  made,  and,  if  he  so  desires,  on  all  that 
is  contained  in  the  Governor-General's 
speech.  The  course  I  suggested  was  that 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  who  has  al- 
ready spoken  on  the  Address-in-Reply, 
might  follow  me  upon  my  statement,  and 
that  we  should  then  pass  to  the  next  mat- 
ter an  the  business-papa*,  whoi  every  mem- 
ber of  the  House  would  have  the  fullest 
opportunity  to  debate  the  whole  of  the 
questions  involved  in  it  and  in  the  Gover- 
nor-General's speech. 

Mr.  Roberts. — But  any  one  might  pre- 
vent the  lead^  of  the  Opposition   from  | 
speaking,  if  he  could  only  speak  hy  coa- 

SCTlt. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— That  is  not  the  poant. 
When  I  rose  to  take  this  course,  I  did  so  i 
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in  the  belief  that  our  practice  would  justify 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition  in  claiming  to 
follow  my  statement  as  a  right.  It  appears 
that  was  an  error,  but  when  I  rose  I  was 
certainly  under  that  apprehension.  How- 
ever, it  is  easy  for  us  to  arrive  at  an  agree- 
ment which  will  place  us  on  the  same  foot- 
ing. If  the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  on 
b^alf  of  his  following,  will  agree  that  the 
debate  on  both  policies  shall  be  taken  on 
my  statement  now,  instead  of  on  the  Ad- 
dresS'in-Reply,  that  would  involve  no  limi- 
tation and  no  loss  of  opportunity. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — What  nonsense ; 
who  would  agree  to  that  ? 

Mr.  Webster. — Who  blocked  the  debate 
on  the  Address-in- Reply  ? 

Sir  William  Lyiffi. — Hear,  hear;  and 
why  oune  here  crawling  and  crying  about 
it  now? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Order.  I  ask  honor- 
able members  on  all  sides  to  refrain  fnxn 
making  objectionable  interjections,  and 
also  to  refrain  frcrai  making  any  that  are 
unnecessary  during  a  speech  of  such  im- 
portance as  that  to  which  we  have  now  to 
listen. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — It  ought  to  be 
made  fairly. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — I  again  call  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  it  is  irregular  and  con- 
trary to  the  Standing  Orders  for  honor- 
able members  to  carry  on  conversatiwis,  or 
to  make  remarks,  while  the  Speaker  is  ad- 
dressing the  House.  I  ask  honorable 
members  to  abstain  as  far  as  possible  from 
interjecting  during  the  remainder  of  the 
important  statement  to  be  made  by  the 
Prime  Minister. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Every  one  will  admit 
that  I  have  made  a  perfectly  fair  and 
straightforward  offer,  putting  every  one  in 
the  House  on  the  same  footing.  It  deprives 
no  one  of  an  opportunity  of  speech,  and 
imposes  no  limitation  upon  the  discussion. 

Mr.  Roberts. — It  rests  entirely  with  the 
honorable  gentleman  to  decline  to  take 
advantage  of  the  leave  given  him. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  ask  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  if,  on  behalf  of  his  party,  he 
will  accept  mv  proportion. 

Mr.  Thomas. — No  bargains. 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — Perhaps  the  honorable 
member  will  allow  his  leader  to  speak. 

Mr.  TfiOMAS. — T.et  us  have  it  in  writing. 

Mr.  SPE.\KER. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Barrier  is  distinctly  out  of  order. 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — I  desire  to  know  from 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition  if  he  will 


agree  to  this  equitable  plan.  I  do  not 
mind  the  interjectitms  around  him — X  shall 
be  perfectly  satisfied  if  the  honorable  mem- 
ber will  agree  with  those  whom  he  leads, 
that  they  will  not  debate  the  Address-in- 
Reply  a  seccmd  time. 

Mr.  Webster. — ^The  honwable  gentle- 
man has  no  right  to  ask  sudi  a  thing. 

Fisher. — I  should  prefer  to  take 
the  debate  on  the  statement  now  to  be 
made,  but  to  bind  honorable  members  as 
to  what  they  shall  do  is  what  I  cannot  do. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— That  is  to  say  the 
honorable  ^ntleman  desires  to  discuss  the 
same  question  twice  over? 

Mr.  Fisher. — I  do  not  say  that.  I  do 
not  use  equivocal  words. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  hope  that  the 
Prime  Minister  will  proceed  with  his 
speech.  It  is  quite  impossible  that  he  can 
secure  the  assent  of  any  one  honorable 
member  to  bind  all  the  other  members  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  did  not  hold  any 
such  opinion,  of  course;  but  I  quite  be- 
lieve that  if  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
had  intimated  that  what  I  have  suggested 
was  his  desire,  it  would  have  been  accepted, 
if  not  by  the  whple,  by  far  the  greater 
number  of  those  who  sit  on  his  side. 
I  am  perfectly  sure  that  the  great  body 
of  honorable  members  on  this  side  would 
have  responded  to  an  appeal  so  obviously 
based  on  justice  and  fair  play. 

Mr.  Frazer. — That  is  how  they  acted 
with  the  gag  the  other  day. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Well,  under  the  per- 
plexing circumstances,  I  propose  now  to 
trust,  without  any  guarantee,  to  the  honour 
of  this  House.  I  propose  to  put  myself 
in  the  hands  of  the  House,  and  to  rest  con- 
tent with  making  a  request  that  honorable 
members  shall  confine  themselves  to  one 
discussion.  To  give  them  that  opportunity, 
I  shall  conclude  by  moving  that  the  paper 
which  I  hold  in  my  hand  be  printed.  I 
shall  trust  hcwiorable  members  to  give  ef- 
fect to  the  reasonable  and  fair  suggestiOT 
I  have  made  without  prejudice  to  any; 
of  their  rights  under  practice.  A 
brief  statement  of  the  business  which  Min- 
isters are  about  to  submit  to  Parliament 
is  due  to  both  Houses,  though,  since  the 
time  at  our  disposal  is  limited,  the  refer- 
ences to  its  particulars  must  be  condensed 
to  the  utmost.  To  siimitlify  the  synopsis 
proposals  are  gws]^db?«»0iaigteubjects, 
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and  not  to  their  relative  importance.  The 
statement  is  as  fellows: — 

Industrial. 
The  most  complex  series  of  measures  to 
be  submitted  includes  those  affecting  the 
industrial  interests  of  the  Commonwealth. 
The  pivot  of  several  of  these  will  be  found 
in  a  Bill  for  the  establishment  of  an  Inter- 
State  Commissi(xi,  which,  in  addition  to 
teercising  the  powers  conferred  upon  it  by 
the  Constitution,  will  also  be  authorized  to 
undertake  many  of  the  valuable  functions 
discharged  in  the  United  Kingdom  by  the 
Board  of  Trade,  such  as  a  general  over- 
sight of  production  and  exchange,  supply- 
ing information  in  respect  to  markets  and 
openings  for  trade  abroad,  and  for  the  im- 
provement and  eslension  of  Australian  in- 
dustries within  our  borders. 

Among  its  duties  wilt  be  those  of  a 
Federal  Labour  Bureau,  comprising  a 
study  of  unemployment  and  of  a  scheme 
for  insurance  ag-iinst  unemployment. 

The  Commission  will  also  assist  in  super- 
vising the  working  of  the  existing  Customs 
Tariff  in  its  operation  upon  the  investment 
of  Australian  capital  and  labour  in  Aus- 
tralian industries,  advising  the  removal  of 
any  inauisistendes  in  its  schedules,  and 
also  with  the  further  view  of  developing 
preferential  and  other  trade  relaticms  within 
the  Empire; 

In  the  meantime  any  anomalies  that  may 
be  discovered  in  the  Customs  Tariff  Act 
lately  passed  by  this  Parliament. will  be 
examined,  classified,  and  dealt  with  in  due 
course. 

Any  divergencies  between  industrial  con- 
ditions in  the  several  States  which  occasion 
an  unjust  competition  between  Australian 
industries  in  different  States  vill  be  ad- 
justed by  the  Inter-State  Conmiission, 
with,  of  course,  due  regard  to  all  the  in- 
terests affected,  whether  or  not  the  im- 
justly  competitive  rates  exist  under  the 
authority  of  local  industrial  tribunals. 
Correspondence  is  now  proceeding  with  the 
Stale  Governments  in  respect  to  the  proce- 
dure to  be  followed  in  order  to  endow  the 
Comraissicm  with  this  power. 

3£r.  Deakin. 


An  Agricultural  Bureau,  associated  with 

the  C<xnmission,  will  be  established  in 
order  to  employ  the  latest  scientific  means 
of  co-ordinating  and  extending  the  good 
work  of  the  State  Departments. 

An  active  policy  of  immigrati<Hi  will  be 
undertaken,  and  will  be  expanded  in  the 
light  of  the  knowledge  made  available  by 
the  Ccunmission  and  the  bureau,  and  with, 
it  is  hoped,  the  co-operation  of  all  the 
States. 

The  appointment  of  a  High  Commis- 
sioner in  Loidon  with  a  well-equipped  oflSce 
will  be  necessary  for,  among  other  pur- 
poses, our  finandal  interests,  the  super- 
vision of  immigration,  and  co-operatiai 
with  the  Inter-State  Coounission  in  foster- 
ing trade  and  commerce. 

In  this  ccH3nexi(Hi  an  endeavour  will  be 

made  to  cheapen  the  cable  charges  between 
Australia  and  the  Mother  Country,  to  ex- 
tend the  mail  services,  and  to  fully  utilize 
in  a  federal  spirit  the  new  facilities  pro- 
vided under  the  contract  about  to  come  into 
fwx«. 

To  permit  a  better  discharge  of  the 
national  resp<MJsibiUties  of  the  Coramon- 
wealth,  your  authorizaticxi  will  be  sought 
for  the  acceptance  of  the  N(»thern  Terri- 
tory. 

Among  the  first  proposals  of  the  Com- 
monwealth Treasurer  is  that  embodied  in 
the  Bill,  of  which  notice  has  been  given, 
for  amendments  of  the  Old-Age  Pensions 
Act. 

This  measure,  by  temporarily  suspend- 
ing the  requiremoits  as  to  naturalization, 
will  permit  all  old  residents  of  Australia, 
otherwise  qualified,  to  secure  a  pmaon 
by  obtaining  letters  of  naturalizati<m  priw 
to  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  second  important  feature  of  the 
measure  is  a  reduction  of  the  minimum 
qualifying  period  of  residence  in  Austra- 
lia from  25  to  20  years — a  concession  which 
will  no  doubt  be  highly  appreciated  by  the 
old  residents  whom  it  affects. 

Bills  providing  for  the  compensation  of 

seamen^    the  prohH^tboby 
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rebates  by  trusts  and  cc«nt»nes,  for  the 
amendment  of  the  Post  and  Telegraph  Act 
I90i»  and  the  Patents  Act,  together  with 
measures  consolidating  on  a  federal  basis 
the  lans  relating  to  bills  of  exchange^  bank- 
ruptcy, and  marine  insurance,  all  of  great 
value ~to~tfae^  business  community,  will  be 
brought  forward. 

The  n^otiations  in  I^don,  in  1907, 
concluded  early  last  year,  allowing  the 
coinage  for  the  Commonwealth  of  an  Aus- 
tralian silver  currency,  have  been  com- 
pleted. In  order  to  avoid  further  delay 
in  securing  the  considerable  profits  thence 
accruing,  a  requisition  for  the  new  coinage 
has  been  despatched. 

Defence. 

Another  group  of  proposals  will  be  sub- 
mitted in  connexion  with  the  varied  issues 
associated  with  national  defence. 

The  cable  messages  exchanged  with  the 
British  Government,  containing  Australia's 
c^er  to  share  in  the  responsibility  of  de- 
fending the  Empire,  have  been  placed  be- 
fore you. 

Colonel  Fox^,  who  has  been  appcmited 
to  represent  the  Government  at  the  forth- 
coming Conference  in  London,  will  take 
advantage  of  this  opportunity  to  consult  the 
Admiralty  upon  the  whole  question  of 
Imperial  naval  defence,  and  particularly  as 
to  the  marine  defence  of  the  ports  and 
coasts  of  Australia  by  the  most  effective 
vessels,  manned  and  <^kered,  as  far  as 
possible,  by  Australians  trained  to  the 
standards,  and  sharing  the  opportunities 
of  the  Royal  Navy. 

The  c<Histructioo  at  suitable  sites  in  pro- 
tected ports  of  the  necessary  dodcs,  ship- 
yards, and  coaling  facilities  will  also  be 
proposed  in  the  light  of  the  latest  data 
available. 

The  policy  of  the  Government  in  r^ard 
to  land  defence  will  be  founded  upon  the 
principle  of  universal  training,  commencing 
in  youtii  and  ccmtinued  towards  manhood. 
A  Bill  for  this  purpose  will  be  introduced 
founding  the  system  in  the  schools,  nhere* 
immediate  preparations  will  be  made  to 


qualify  senior  cadets,  and  inaease  the 
efficiency  of  the  forces  of  the  Common- 
wealth. 

The  success  of  a  national  scheme  of  dis- 
cipline must  depend  upon  the  efficient  train- 
ing of  a  sufficient  number  of  officers  chosen 
for  their  natural  aptitudes  and  capacity  to 
conmiand.  A  Military  College,  as  well  as 
a  School  of  Musketry,  and  probably  a 
primary  Naval  College,  will  be  established 
to  meet  this  end. 

For  the  general  development  and  dispo- 
sition of  our  adult  citizen  stddieiy,  the 
counsel  of  cme  of  the  ablest  and  most  ex- 
perienced commanders  of  the  British  Armv 
will  be  sought. 

Provision  for  local  supplies  of  small 
arms  and  ammunition  is  being  pressed  for- 
ward, in  order  to  diminish  dependence  of 
the  Oxnmoowealth  upon  ccmsignments  from 
oversea.  Tenders  for  an  ammunition  fac- 
tory, and  also  for  a  small  arms  factory, 
will  be  accepted  as  soon  as  possible. 

Finance. 

Finance  is  in  every  year  a  vital  question ; 
but  it  is  no  exaggeration  to  say  that  the 
obligations  of  the  next  eighteen  months 
render  it  at  present  more  important  than 
at  any  period  since  Federation. 

This  being  the  last  session  of  the  present 
Parliament,  it  is  necessary,  not  only  to  make 
provision  for  the  current  financial  year,  but 
to  forecast  the  near  future,  and  its  pro- 
blems, in  order  that  the  outlook  may  be 
made  clear  to  all  before  the  ccmiing  general 
election. 

In  addition  to  the  ample  provision  re- 
quired for  defence  purposes,  and  for  the 
industrial  projects  already  noticed,  the  out- 
lay upon  the  Federal  Capital  Site,  the 
taking;  over  of  ocean  liglithouscs  by  the 
Cmnmonwealth,  and  the  construction,  when 
authorized,  of  the  railway  line  to  Western 
Australia,  have  to  be  borne  in  mind.  • 

A  principal  departmental  outlay  will  arise 
in  connexion  with  the  works,  appliances, 
and  equipment  for  the  services  carried  on 
under  the  Postmaster-G^eral's  control, 
especially  those  oflaiiisgCtoOlfi^teephone 
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branch.  A  new  departure  is  called  f«  in 
order  to  provide  for  the  early  construction 
of  necessai)-  reproductive  works  in  con- 
nencHi  therewith. 

In  the  meantime  the  vexed  questitni  of 
the  rates  properly  chargeable  for  telephonic 
communication  is  being  made  the  st^ject 
of  expert  actuarial  investigation. 

Above  all,  the  approaching  termination 
of  the  ten-year  period  for  which  the  Con- 
stituticHi  provides  a  distribution  of  the  Cus- 
toms revenue,  marks  the  close  of  a  critical 
era,  and  suggests  the  pressing  importance 
of  this  great  financial  problem. 

A  temporary  arrangement  f<x  a  term  of 
years  to  replace  the  gristing  distribution^ 
in  which  the  obligatitms  of  the  Common- 
wealth are  recognised,  ia  being  prepared 
for  submisncn. 

The  future  financial  relaticms  between 
the  States  and  the  Commonwealth,  taken 
tt^ether  with  thar  present  and  future  loan 
obligations,  are  being  carefully  OMJsidered 
in  principle  and  in  detail,  in  order  that  a 
satisfactory  and  permanent  settlement  may 
be  achieved. 

Communications  with  the  Board  of 
Trade  have  provided  a  working  agreement 
upon  several  important  pcunts,  which  should 
facilitate  the  passage  of  the  impOTtant 
measure  relating  to  navigation  now  before 
the  Senate. 

Bills,  accepting  the  control  of  Norfolk 
Island  and  of  cablts  and  wireless  tele- 
graphy in  time  of  war,  for  amending  the 
Audit  Act  and  the  electoral  law,  will  be 
proceeded  with. 

It  is  hoped  that,  allowing  for  a  search- 
ing criticism  of  all  Gorernment  measures 
in  the  public  interest,  the  business  pro- 
gramme now  presented  will  be  proceeded 
with  in  a  business-like  manner  during  a 
fruitful  session. 
,    I  move — 

Tint  the  p.iptr  be  printed, 

Mr.  FISHER  (Wide  Bay)  [4-9]-— I 
suppose  that  the  Prime  Minister  has  no 
objection  to  grant  an  adjournment  until  to- 

^^row  of  the  debate  upon  the  statement 

"^^^  he  has  made. 


Mr.  Deaein. — Not  if  the  leader  of  the 

Opposition  desires  it. 

Mr.  FISHER.— I  do.  I  therefore 
move — 

Tbat  tbe  debate  be  now  adjouroed. 

Motion  agreed  to,  debate  adjourned. 

GOVERNOR-GENERAL'S  SPEECH : 
ADDRESS-IN-REPLY. 

Debate  resumed  from  27th  May  (vide 
page  126),  OT  motion  by  Mr.  Roberts — 

That  the  Addrest-in-Reply  to  His  Excel- 
lency's ipeech,  as  read  by  the  Clerk,  be  agreed 
to  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Mcdonald  (Kennedy)  [4.10].— 
Of  course,  I  realise  that  the  present 
situation  has  arisen  from  alxioniial 
stances. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — What  Address-in- 
Reply  is  this,  Mr.  Speaker? 

Mr.  McDonald. — I  may  say  candidly 
that  I  did  not  come  prepared  to  speak  to- 
day, and  should  ncM  have  addressed  tbe 
House  had  the  Government  taken  a  fair 
and  honest  course;  But  it  appears  to  me 
that  the  leader  of  the  Government  has  be- 
come so  steeped  in  dodgery  and  cunning 
that  he  is  now  prepared  to  go  to  any 
lengths.  I  hope  that  the  Minister  of  De- 
fence will  not  attempt  to  dictate  to  you, 
Mr.  Speaker,  as  to  what  course  shall  be 
taken. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Order 

Mr.  McDonald.— A  Minister  of  the 
Crown  ought  to  know  better.  We  had  to- 
day one  of  the  most  disgraceful  exhibitions 
I  have  ever  seen  from  a  man  in  a  respGn- 
sible  portion.  What  it  nuans  is  this — If 
what  the  Prime  Minister  desired  to  do 
had  been  done,  no  Minister  of  the  Crown 
in  this  House  would  ever  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  make  a  Ministerial  statement  A 
Prime  Minister  ought  to  know  that  neither 
he  nor  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  has  any 
privilege  in  this  House  which  is  not  en- 
joved  by  any  other  hcxiorable  member.  Un- 
der these  circumstances,  what  right  had  he 
to  attempt  to  make  a  bargain  with  the 
Opposition  that  if  tbe  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
siti<ni  allowed  something  to  be  done,  he, 
the  Prime  Minister,  would  endeavour  to 
persuade  his  supporters  to  do  something 
else? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  debate  to  which 
the  honorable  member  is  referring  has  been 
adjourned,  and  no  reference  can  be  made 
to  it  at  this  stage.  It  will  be  neoessary  for 
the  honnmble  member  to  confine  himself  to 
the  motion  -for  the  adoption  of  ithe  Ad- 
dress-in-Reply.    Digilized  by  VorOOQ  IC 
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Mr.  McDonald. — I  have  DO  intenticMi 
to  refer  to  the  debate  that  has  been  ad- 
journed. I  was  referring  to  the  action  of 
the  Prime  Minister  and  tiie  privilege  which 
he  tried  to  secure  for  himself.  But  strong 
exception  was  taken  to  it  frcmi  all  sides. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Is  this  the  Chair- 
man of  Ccmmittees  who  is  speaking?  A 
fine  Chairman  of  Committees  I 

Mr.  Frazer. — Does  the  Treasurer  wish 
to  gag  the  faotorable  member  for  Kennedy 
also? 

Mr.  McDonald.— I  told  the  House 
long  ago  that  I  did  not  intend  to  allow  the 
CTMistituency  which  I  represent  to  be  gagged 
in  consequence  of  my  becoming  Chairman 
of  Committees.  If  the  House  does  not 
approve  of  that  position  it  can  say  so.  On 
several  occasions  various  honorable  mem- 
bers have  taimted  me  because  I  have  ex- 
pressed my  opinions.  I  have  as  much  right 
to  do  so  as  has  any  other  honorable  mem- 
ber. The  occupancy  of  the  position  of 
Chairman  of  Committees  will  not  stifle  m& 
We  are  oititled  to  know  why  the  Govoti- 
m«it  do  not  desire  to  have  the  debate  on 
the  speech  delivered  by  the  Go%-ernor- Gene- 
ral at  the  commencement  of  the  session  pro- 
ceeded with. 

Mr.  Hughes. — The  explanation  is  con- 
tained in  the  last  paragraph  of  the  state- 
ment made  by  the  Prime  Minister. 

Mr.  McDonald.— But  the  House  is  in 
rather  a  peculiar  position.  We  have  had 
a  speech  delivered  by  the  Governor-General 
which  has  not  been  cmsidered  by  the 
House.  We  are,  therefore,  dealing  now 
with  the  Address-in-Reply  to  a  speech  de- 
livered on  behalf  of  a  Government  that 
does  not  exist.  I  am  entitled  to  ask  why 
the  debate  oti  the  speech  then  put  into  His 
Excellency's  mouth  is  not  to  be  proceeded 
with.  But  when  we  ask  that  question,  we 
are  confronted  with  peculiar  tactics,  of 
which,  however,  I  suppose,  we  have  no 
ri^  to  complain,  because  we  all  know 
that  cnce  a  man  gets  on  the  down-grade 
there  is  no  telling  where  he  will  stop.  He 
is  like  a  criminal  who,  when  be  starts  on 
his  career  of  wrong-doing,  does  not  coimnit 
very  serious  offences,  but  who,  before  he  has 
completed  his  course,  probably  reaches 
the  lowest  depths  to  which  !t  is  possiBle 
for  a  man  to  fall.  Politically,  the  leader 
of  the  Government  seems  to  be  tending 
to  such  a  conditiwi.  The  late  Government 
fweshadowed  proposals  for  dealing  effec- 
tively with  the  question  of  the  New  Protec- 
tion. Those  proposals,  in  my  opinion,  em- 
bodied the  only  method  by  which  it  is 


possible  effectively  to  carry  out  that  polic\'. 
When  the  New  Protection  policy  was  first 
introduced,  it  was  thought  that  the  method 
adopted  by  this  Parliament  would  be  suc- 
cessful in  securing  to  the  workers  of  this 
country  a  fair  share  of  the  protection  af- 
f(»ded  to  indt^ries  under  the  Tariff.  The 
honorable  gentleman  who  is  now  at  the  bead 
of  the  Government  obtained  support  for  his 
protective  tariff  on  Uie  ground  not  only  that 
the  workers  themselves  ^ould  reoeive'a  f  air 
share  of  the  protection  assured,  but  also  that 
the  general  public  who  purchased  the  com- 
modiries  produced  in  the  protected  indus- 
tries should  receive  a  share  of  the  protec- 
tion. But  a  certain  firm  in  this  State  sought 
to  evade  the  New  Protection  policy.  And 
by  the  way,  I  may  say,  that  this  was  not 
the  first  occasion  cm  which  that  particn^lar 
finn  attempted  to  evade  legislation  which 
was  aimed  at  improving  the  industrial  life 
of  the  workers.  The  proprietors  of  that 
very  firm  on  a  previous  occasion  moved  their 
works  out  of  an  area  in  which  the  Wages 
Board  system  of  Victoria  was  effective. 

Mr.  TuDOR. — ^What  did  Joshua's  do? 

Mr.  McDonald.— The  firm  of  Joshua, 
I  venture  to  say,  will  play  a  great  part  in 
connexion  with  the  affairs  of  this  Govern- 
ment before  long.  The  "spiritual"  effect  will 
be  very  great.  The  firm  to  which  I  was 
alluding,  however,  has  consistently  tried  to 
evade  industrial  legislation  in  order  to  de- 
prive those  working  in  the  industry  in  ques- 
tion of  the  beneficent  effects  of  laws  that 
have  been  passed.  What  action  did  they 
take?  They  told  Parliament  that  cer- 
tain machines  were  bdng  dumped  in  Aus- 
tralia, and  sold  at  prices  which  made  it  im- 
possible  for  local  manufacturers  to  compete 
with  their  oversea  rivals.  Inquiry  proved 
that  the  low  cost  erf  production  elsewhwe 
made  it  necessary  to  protect  our  workers  by 
insuring  to  them  fair  and  reasonable  wages, 
and  to  protect  the  farmers  by  preveiri:ing 
them  from  having  to  pay  too  much  for  thdr 
machinery.  Our  legislation,  however,  was 
defeated  by  means  of  a  constituticxial  tech- 
nicality, and  this  House,  therefore  ap- 
ptrinted  a  Select  Committ^  to  ascertain  the 
local  cost  of  making  these  machines,  and 
the  rates  at  which  they  were  being  sold. 
Everv  obstacle  was  placed  in  the  wav  of 
that  Committee,  so  that  it  was  a  diflScult 
matter  to  obtain  evidence  in  pursuance  of 
its  inquiry.  Indeed,  the  action  taken  by 
witnesses  amounted  to  a  deliberate  insult  to 
the  House,  and  the  question  was  raised 
whether  there  was  a  power  outside  stnwiger 
than  the  House  itself.    Accor"dingly,  the 
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Committee  was  converted  into  a  Royal  Com- 
mission, empowered  to  inflict  a  fine  of  no 
less  than  £50  upwi  persons  refusing  to  give 
evidence.  But,  although  the  Commission 
used  all  the  powers  conferred  upon  it,  it 
has  not  yet  been  able  to  get  from  a  particu- 
lar firm  the  information  which  it  was 
directed  to  obtain.  Had  Parliament  known 
that  tliis  and  other  firms  would  not  pay 
reasonable  wgges  to  those  whom  they  em- 
ploy, and  that  their  prices  would  be 
unreasonable,  it  would  not  have  given  them 
the  protection  which  they  enjoy.  The  h<m- 
orable  member  for  Hume  will  bear  out  my 
statement  that  the  Govormient  of  which  he 
was  a  member  declared  that  reasonable 
wages  must  be  paid  by  those  to  whom  pro- 
tection was  given,  and  that  if  there  was 
any  doubt  as  to  the  c<xistitutionaIity  of  the 
measures  passed  to  that  end,  the  amoid- 
ment  of  the  Constitution  would  be  proposed 
to  give  such  legislation  the  fullest  scope. 

Mr.  Palmer. — The  Prime  Minister 
played  that  off  his  own  bat. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — He  did  not. 

Mr.  McDonald.— The  Prime  Minis- 
ter, who  holds  the  honorable  member  in  the 
palm  of  his  hand,  assured  -us  that  the 
amendment  of  the  Constitution  would  be 
proposed  to  gire  effect  to  this  legislation. 

Mr.  Tudor. — He  composed  a  memoran- 
dum <m  the  subject,  and  laid  it  upon  the 
table. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  wrote  a  memoran- 
dum, and  the  Prime  Minister  wrote  another. 

Mr.  McDonald.— Yes.  Both  docu- 
ments dealt  with  the  same  question,  the 
need  for  the  amendment  of  the  Constitu- 
tion to  provide  for  the  effective  protection 
ot  workers  and  consumers.  But,  judging 
by  the  newspaper  accounts  of  the  past  few 
days,  the  honorable  gentleman  who  is  ncxni- 
nally  Prime  >finister  has  abandoned  that 
proposal,  and  now  sujrgests  a  course  which 
he  and  every  other  honorable  member  must 
know  will  not  carry  us  anv  further.  He 
suggests  the  appointment  of  an  Inter-State 
Commission  to  deal  with  these  matters.  He 
knows  that  such  an  appointment  would  be 
unconstitutional.  The  honorable  i^entle- 
man,  who  for  months  held  offir-e  on  the  dis- 
tinct understanding  that  something  practical 
would  be  done,  is  now  trying  to  shelve  the 
whole  question.  He  does  this  because  he 
dare  not  proceed  on  the  course  on  which  he 
first  set  out. 

.Sir  William  Lvnt. — His  Ministers  will 
not  allow  him  to  do  so. 

Mr.  ^fcDO^".\LD.— Ho  oould  not  re- 
main in  office  were  lie  to  give  effect  to  his 


first  proposal.  He  is  the  mere  puppet  o£ 
thfc  Employers'  Federati<»i,  the  Chamber 
of  ManufactuKS,  and  the  financial  insti- 
tutions of  the  country,  which  would  not 
allow  him  to  remain  in  office  for  twenty- 
four  hours  if  he  proposed  anything  likely 
to  be  effective.  Therefore  he  dare  not,  and 
cannot ,  move  in  this  matter.  On  the- 
28th  October  last  the  Deakin  Government 
presented  to  the  House  a  memorandum  re- 
lating to  the  New  Protection,  in  which  thejr 
pointed  out  that — 

When  Parliament  was  considerbg  the  Tariff 
it  was  clearly  understood  that  the  beaefitt  to 
the  industries  affected  were  to  be  fairly  shared 
between  the  manufactuTer  and  worker. 

It  appears  now  that  the  Prime  Minister  in- 
tends to  depart  from  that  undeistand- 
ing— 

A  memorandmn  relating  to  the  New  Protec- 
tion, circulated  in  December  last,  defined  the 
policy  intended  to  be  pursued,  and  atatefl  its 
grounds.    These  do  not  call  for  recapitulation. 

Obviously,  freedom  of  trade  within  the  Com- 
monwealth opened  the  markets  o{  Australia  to 
the  competition  of  all  Australian  manufac- 
turers ;  but,  nevertheless,  the  rates  of  wages 
in  the  several  States  for  similar  work  Tary, 
partly  because  of  the  different  rates  fixed  by 
different  State  industrial  tribunals,  and  partly 
in  the  absence  of  rates  fixed  by  any  such  autho- 
rities. 

It  was  in  order,  under  these  conditions,  to 
put  employers  and  employ^  upon  a  fair  foot- 
ing, cne  with  another,  throughout  the  whole  of 
Australia,  that  the  national  power  to  protect 
employment  was  exercised  on  bcbalf  of  certain 
Iff  OUT  industries,  which  were  safeguarded 
agairst  an  importation  of  goods  produced  under 
less  humane  conditions  thu  obtain  here.  The 
same  national  power  was  also  employed  in  an 
at'rmpt  to  insure  better  conditions  for  wage 
earners  in  protected  industries,  and  as  a  corol- 
lary, to  equaike,  as  far  as  was  necessary,  the 
g(n:ieral  conditions  of  manufacture  througboat 
the  Commonwealth.. 

Mr.  McDouGALL. — Joshua  had  not 
spoken  then. 

Mr.  McDonald.— No,  and  I  do  not 
hesitate  to  say  that  the  spirit  of  Joshua  will 
haurit  the  Government  until  they  do  exactly 
what  he  bids  them. 

Dr.  LiDDELL. — It   is  something  like  a 
"  boomerang." 

Mr.  McDonald.— It  is  almost  as  bad. 
The  memorandum  continues — 

As  it  was  under  the  Commonwealth  power 
of  taxation  that  the  manufacturer  obtained  the 
benefits  of  a  protective  TarilT,  the  same  power 
of  taxation  was  sought  to  be  exercised  to  give 
protection  to  his  employes  by  means  of  an 
Eiccise  Tariff.  Excise  duties  were  placed  on 
certain  classes  of  goods  protected  bv  Customs 
duties,  and  an  exemption  from  the  Excise  was 
(jranted  in  favour  of  goods  for  the  making  of 
which  fair  and  reasonable  wages  wrre  paid.  Tt 
has  now  been  decided  by  the  High  Court  thm< 
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the  ConstitliUoD  does  not  warrant  the  duties  of 
Excise  thus  imposed  by  the  FaiUament  of  the 
Common \vealth. 

As  the  power  to  protect  the  manufacturer  is 
national,  it  follows  that,  unless  the  Parliament 
of  the  Commonwealth  also  acquires  power  to 
secure  fair  and  reasonable  conditions  of  em- 
ployment to  wage  eamciSf  the  policy  of  pro- 
tection must  remain  incomplete. 

The  object  of  the  proposed  amendment  of 
the  CoDStitotion  will  be  to  endow  the  Parlia- 
ment of  the  CommoDwealth  with  a  grant  of 
power  to  do  economic  justice  in  protected  in- 
dustries,  with  due  regard  to  the  unity  of  the 
Commonwealth,  and  ue  diversity  of  local  cir- 
cumstances. 

We  come  now  to  the  most  important  state- 
ment— 

The  electors  will  be  invited  to  empower  the 
Commonwealth  to  determine  the  employment 
an4  remuneiation  of  labour  in  protected  indus- 
tries in  view  of  the  protection  granted  to  the 
manufacturer  under  the  Commonwealth  Tariff. 
In  some  industries  the  existing  protection  may 
enable  the  payment  of  fair  and  reasonable 
rates  of  wages.  In  other  industries  not  suffi- 
ciently protected  to  enable  the  full  standard 
of  remtmeration  to  be  paid,  the  payment  of  at 
least  a  minimum  wage  can  be  required,  pend- 
ine  the  enactment  of  effective  protection.  Un- 
protected industries  will  not  be  affected. 

The  question  whether  an  industry  is  a  pro- 
tected industry  will  be  left  to  the  decision  of 
the  Inter-State  Commission. 

The  amendment  will  enable  Parliament  to 
empower  the  Inter-State  Commissitm  to  deter- 
mine the  variotu  conditions  affecting  employes 
in  protected  industries. 

Parliament  will  also  be  enabled  to  provide 
the  necessary  machinery  for  adjudication  and 
administration,  and  in  classes  of  cases  in  which 
Parliament  thinks  that  the  decision  of  the  Com- 
mission ought  to  be  subject  to  review,  may 
establish  an  appellate  tribunal,  such  as  the 
Commonwealth  Court  of  Conciliation  and  Arbi- 
tratifm. 

It  is  unneoessar\-  for  me  to  read  further. 
According  to  statements  emanating  from  the 
Prime  Minister,  and  published  in  the  press, 
it  Tiow  appears  that  the  course  which  the 
Prime  Minister  stated  in  this  memorandum 
would  be  taken — ajid  it  was  upon  that  as- 
surance that  he  was  kept  in  office — ts  not 
to  be  followed.  The  honorable  gentleman 
proposes  to  take  some  other  action. 

Mr.  Fauces. — ^Wiser  cotmsels  have  pre- 
vailad. 

Mr.  McDOXALD.— Have  thev  come 
from  the  hcmorable  member  or  from  Afr. 
Jo^ua?  Perhaps,  as  the  honorable  ]n«n- 
ber  for  Adelaide  would  say.  thev  have  cbme 
in  the  shape  of  sweet  strains  of  music,  from 
Mr.  Beale,  or  else  frtsn  the  President  of 
the  Manufacturers'  Association,  Have 
these  wiser  counsels  been  tendered  by  '^^r. 
Walpole.  who  said  that  marTiaf!:e  was  a 
luxurv  for  the  workers,  and  who  is  now 
fcH-min^  new  organizations  to  support  the 


Government  Party?  All  the  gentlemen  I 
have  named  have  a  very  great  influence  over 
honorable  members  opposite.  N<3ed  we  be 
surprised  that  they  have?  Any  one  who 
has  had  experience  of  the  present  Prime 
Minister  during  the  last  seven  or  eight  years 
must  know  that  one  may  squeeze  and  mould 
him  as  one  thinks  fit.'  Those  who  have- 
watched  his  parliamentary  career  know 
that  he  has  been  moulded  ftom  time  to  time 
at  the  will  of  others. 

Dr.  LiDDELL.  —  The  Labour  Party 
must  have  been  squeezing  him  very  hard. 

Mr.  McDonald.— We  had  no  oocaaon- 
to  squeeze  him.  He  was  so  fond  of  office, 
so  much  in  lo\e  with  the  social  ix»ition 
that  it  gave  him,  that  all  the  famous  caucus 
had  to  do  was  to  pass  a  resolution  that 
such-and-such  a  thing  should  be  done,  and 
it  was  done.  As  the  right  honorable  mem- 
ber fax  East  Sydney  would  say,  it  was  a 
case  of  "Yes,  Mr.  Watson."  '  It  is  now 
a  case  of  "  Yes,  Mr.  Cook.".  The  present 
Minister  of  Defence  has  merely  to  say, 
"  We  want  so-and-so,"  and  the  want  is 
satisfied.  Even  if  the  request  relates  to- 
ri proposal  to  establish  the  Federal  Capital 
in  a  district  devoid  of  an  adequate  water 
s"pply,  the  Prim?  Minister  will  say,  **Yes, 
Mr.  Cook,"  and  will  keep  on  saying  so. 
If  the  Employers'  Federation  desired  anv 
special  legisKition,  I  believe  that,  with  the 
influence  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Fchuca  behind  it,  it  would  obtain  frcwn  the 
Prime  Minister  the  answer,  "Yes,  Mr. 
Palmer."  I  say,  unhesitatingly,  that  the 
proposal  of  the  late  Government  for  carry- 
ing out  the  policy  of  the  New  Protection 
— a  policy  of  which  this  Parliament  has 
approved  over  and  over  again — is  the  onlv 
effective  one  that  has  been  submitted.  We  are 
now  informed  by  the  press  that  the  Govern- 
ment do  not  intend  to  propose  an  amend- 
ment of  the  Constitution.  The  very  fact 
that  tlie  Federated  Employers'  Union  ant! 
the  Chamber  of  Manufactures  approve  of 
the  course  to  be  taken  bv  the  Government 
is  sufficient  to  show  that  thev  practically 
have  the  Government  in  hand.  If  I  wanted 
a  case  to  justifv  the  remarks  which  I  have 
made.  I  need  onlv  mention  what  has  hap- 
p«ied  within  the  last  few  days.  We  hare 
a  ^Jinister  of  the  Crown  who  declares  em- 
phaticallv  to  the  press  and  the  country  that 
the  toll  telephone  ratps  have  come  to  stav. 
Then  what  hapoens?  The  Chaml>er  of 
Manufactures  and  the  Federnted  Employers* 
Union  come  along  and  demand  from  that 
Minister  the  removal  of  those  rates  and  the- 
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restoration  of  the  old  rates.  Whereupon 
the  honorable  gentleman  says,  "  Yes,  Mr. 
Manufacturer  j  Yes,  Mr.  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce," and  withdraws  the  provia<Hjal  pro- 
posals made  by  the  late  Postmaster-Gene- 
ral. 

Sir  John  Qxjick. — They  are  not  with- 
drawn.   They  are  only  suspended. 

Mr.  McDonald.  —  Suspended  !  I 
have  heard  of  a  man  being  suspended  by 
^jie  neck.  He  was  "  only  suspended,"  but 
he  was  pretty  dead  all  the  same. 

Sir  John  Quick.— The  Chapman  toll 
rates  are  still  in  force. 

Mr.  McDonald.— The  honorable  gen- 
tleman knows  that  the  Government  could 
just  as  legitimately  have  allowed  the  pro- 
posals of  the  late  Go^'ernment  to  stand  until 
an  inquiry  was  made,  if  any  further  inquiry 
was  necessary.  If  the  action  which  the 
Minister  has  taken  is  correct,  then  ail  the 
heads  in  that  Department  ought  to  be 
sacked  for  not  being  competent  to  carry  out 
their  duties.  The  Minister  has  all  the  in- 
formation which  the  late  Postmaster- Gene- 
ral had,  and  if  he  has  made  any  inquiry 
into  the  matter  at  all  he  must  know  that  for 
years  past  it  has  been  recognised  by  the 
Department  that  some  such  course  as  that 
taken  bv  the  late  Postmaster -General  would 
have  to  be  followed.  The  Minister,  how-» 
ever,  could  not  withstand  the  strain  of  the 
pressure  from  the  Employers'  Federation. 
Like  the  Prime  Minister,  he  was  nothing 
but  a  piece  of  putty  in  the  hands  of  those 
people. 

Sir  John  QmcK. — When  I  was  a  private 
member,  I  advised  the  honorable^  member 
for  Barrier  to  suspend  the  regulations. 

Mr.  McDonald.  —  The  honorable 
member,  when  a  private  member,  had  not 
the  same  information  at  his  disposal  as  he 
has  now. 

Sir  John  Quick. — I  did  not  have  the 

power. 

Mr.  Mcdonald.— Perhaps  the  hon- 
rable  gentleman  did  not.  but  it  was  the 
Employers'  Association  of  Bendigo,  as  well 
as  the  Employers'  Federation  in  Melbourne, 
that  brought  pressure  to  bear  on  him,  and 
we  all  know  that  ever  since  he  has  been  in 
the  House  he  has  been  merely  the  agent  of 
those  particular  people,  prepared  at  all 
times  to  do  exactly  what  they  bade  him  do. 
Another  question  is  the  necessity  of  an 
amendment  of  the  Old-age  Pensions  Act. 
Without  going  into  details  regarding  that 
matter,  I  hope  that  the  Government  will 
come  down  with  some  proposals  to  deal  with 
it  as  expeditiously  as  possible.  Another 


important  matter  that  must  be  dealt  with 
is  touched  upon  in  the  sixth  paragraph  of 
the  Governor-General's  speech,  in  these 
words : — 

The  large  financial  obligatioas  which  must 
Dccessarily  be  iocurred  in  the  near  future  de- 
mand  most  careful  attention. 

I  quite  agree  that  something  should  be 
done.  I  recognise  that  the  States  and 
the  Commonwealth  have  certain  functions 
which  each  can  best  perform  in  its  own 
sphere  of  action  for  the  good  of  the 
people.  At  the  same  time  the  Conmicm- 
wealth  has  immense  financial  obligations 
facing  it.  The  Northern  Territory  must 
be  taken  over,  there  is  talk  of  building  a 
transcOTitinental  railway,  and  the  cost  of 
old-age  pensions  has  to  be  met.  All  these 
will  mean  the  expenditure  of  a  consider- 
able sum.  The  transfer  of  the  Northern 
Territory  does  not  involve  merely  the 
^,■^,000,000  odd  of  the  State  debts  which 
the  Commonwealth  will  have  to  take  over 
from  South  Australia  in  relation  to  it. 
There  is  also  an  annual  deficit  of  upwards 
of  ;^6o,ooo,  but  a  greater  outLiy  will  still 
be  required,  because  the  development  of 
that  enormous  Territory  will  cost  a  vast 
sum  of  money.  First  of  all,  a  railway 
must  be  run  through  it,  and  that  work 
alone  will  cost  a  large  amount.  It  must 
be  omstructed  in  such  a  way  as  will  give 
the  greatest  facilities  for  communication  be- 
tween Port  Darwin  in  the  north,  and  the 
great  centres  of  population  in  the  south. 
If  the  line  is  to  be  used  for  defence  pur- 
poses it  must  be  laid  down  on  the  universal 
gauge,  as  a  narrow  gauge  line  would  be 
absolutely  useless,  and  if  the  Territory  is 
to  be  properly  developed  there  must  be 
established  a  fast  line  of  steamers  nmning 
from  there  to  the  older  countries  of  the 
world.  Those  are  some  of  the  details 
that  must  be  taken  into  consideration  in 
dealing  with  the  transfer  of  the  Territory. 
The  railway  line  alone  will  probably  cost 
;£4,ooo,ooo,  and  then  there  are  the  pro- 
blems of  getting  the  peopU  there,  settling 
them  on  the  soil,  and  inducing  them  to  re- 
main in  that  part  of  Australia.  Enormous 
sums  of  monev  must  be  expended  in  con- 
nexion with  that  one  phase  altxie  of  the 
financial  problem. 

Mr.  McDougall. — I  desire  to  call  at- 
tention to  the  state  of  the  House. 
[Quorum  formed.] 

Mr.  McDonald.— I  am  sorry  that  the 
bells  should  have  to  be  rung,  but  it  is 
a  common  occurrence  to  have  the  Prime 
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Minister  absent  from  the  chamber.  Even 
when  he  was  leading  a  previous  Govern- 
ment we  could  never  "  lay  salt  on  his 
tail."  and  we  are  now  having  a  similar  ex- 
perience. I  was  pointing  out  that  a  con- 
siderable sum  of  money  will  be  required  to 
carry  out  the  various  proposals  before  us ; 
and  this  means  that  at  an  early  date  the 
Cmnmonwealth  will  have  to  get  additional 
mtmeys.  There  is  the  proposal  so  dear  to 
the  heart  ot  the  right  h(MH>ra;>le  mem- 
ber for  Swan — the  ''desert"  railway, 
or  the  railway  to  Western  Austra- 
lia. The  estimated  cost  of  that  line  is  ad- 
nutted  to  be  about  ^^5, 000,000 ;  and  if  the 
Commonwealth  make  a  seventh  borrower  in 
Australia,  we  shall  be  saddled  with  an  enor- 
mous interest  bill.  In  whichever  way  the 
Government  may  try  to  shelve  the  question, 
ponsiderable  sums  of  money  must  be  ob- 
tained to  enable  the  business  of  the  country 
to  be  carri^  on  in  a  financially  sound  way. 
Then  ;^25o,ooo  or  ^260,000  is  required 
for  the  bonus  to  the  iron  industry,  and  some 
j£5o,ooo  for  bounties  to  certain  agricultural 
industries,  in  additicm  to  the  apenditure 
necessary  to  perfect  the  lighthouse  system 
around  Australia.  To  all  who  have  tra- 
velled, it  is  well  known  that  the  coasts  of 
Aijstralia  are,  perhaps,  the  worst  lighted 
there  are ;  and,  if  we  desire  to  improve  our 
commerce,  one  of  our  first  duties  is  to 
remedy  this  defect,  so  that  shipping  which 
comes  to  our  shores  may  be  insured  the 
safest  means  of  entering  port.  We  have 
been  repeatedly  told  that  to  put  our  Post 
and  Telegraph  Department  into  thoroughly 
up-to-date  working  order  will  require  an 
expenditure  of  s<XQething  like  ;^2,ooo,ooo ; 
and  I  regret  very  much  that  the  Depart- 
ment should  have  been  allowed  to  get  into 
such  a  state.  In  this  connexion  Parliament 
is  to  a  lar^  extent  to  blame  for  the  manner 
in  which  it  has  dealt  with  the  finances. 
Although  under  the  C<x)stitution  the  Com- 
monwealth is  entitled  to  retain  one-fourth 
of  the  Customs  and  Excise  revenue,  that 
one-fourth  has  never  yet  been  wholly  re- 
tained ;  on  the  contrary,  we  have  foolishly 
returned  to  the  States  upwards  of 
;^6,ooo,ooo  bevond  the  three-fourths  of  the 
revenue  to  which  thev  are  «ititled.  That 
I  regard  as  a  great  blunder.  Had  we  out 
the  Post  and  Telegraph  Department  into 
thorough  working  order,  we  should  not  have 
heard  the  present  growling,  or  be  faced 
with  the  financial  burden  to  which  I  have 
referred.  We  have  received  nothing  but 
blame  from  the  States,  but  we  must  not  for- 
get that  this  excess  of  revenue  was  returned 
in  a  time  of  drought,  when  a  number 


of  the  States  were  not  so  prosperous 
as  they  are  at  present.  I  admit  that 
pressure  was  brought  to  bear  uptxi 
various  Commonwealth  Goverrunents  to 
return  as  much  as  possible  to  the  States, 
in  ^-iew  of  their  necessitous  circumstances, 
and  I  am  not  blaming  any  particular  Go- 
vernment, but  rather  the  whole  Parliament, 
for  acting,  as  I  think,  so  stupidly  in  allow- 
ing a  great  Public  Department  to  sink  into 
such  a  state  of  discx^anization  and  disre- 
pair. All  this  means  that  we  are  going 
beadl<xig  to  financial  disaster  if  some- 
thing is  not  done.  I  find,  however,  that 
when  I  begin  to  discuss  these  matters  I 
have  not  a  quorum. 

Mr.  Watkins. — I  beg  to  call  attention  to 
the  state  of  the  House.  I  think  it  is  a  dis- 
grace that  Ministers  do  not  stay  in  their 
places.    {Quorum  formed.'] 

Mr.  McDonald.— I  regret  these  fre- 
quent interruptions,  but  it  is  necessary  that 
we  should  have  the  Prime  Minister  and 
Treasurer  in  the  House,  even  if  only  occa- 
sionally. I  know  that  the  Prime  Minister 
finds  it  difficult  to  attend  to  his  duties  in 
the  House  for  even  five  minutes,  while  the 
Treasurer  is  so  overburdened  that  it  takes 
him  all  his  time  to  reach  his  place  when  the 
bells  ring.  In  my  humble  way  I  am  deal- 
ing with  matters  of  great  importance,  and  I 
think  that  the  Treasurer  ought  to  be  here, 
although  I  know  that  he  does  not  care 
whether  the  Transcontinental  railway  be 
built  or  not. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Yes,  I  do. 

Mr.  Mcdonald.— Then  the  right  hon- 
orable gentleman  ought  to  be  here  to  listen 
to  those  who  are  prepared  to  support  the 
proposal. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  am  \-er>-  glad  to 
do  so. 

Mr.  Mcdonald.  —  I  am  not  taking 
that  course  at  present,  but  I  suggest  that  the 
right  honorable  member  might  be  able  to 
afford  us  a  little  information,  and  clear 
awav  some  of  the  hazy  notions  in  my  mind 
concerning  the  finances  of  the  countr\-. 

Sir  John  Forrest.— The  honorable 
member  will  get  that  when  the  Budget 
comes  on. 

Mr.  McDONALD.—I  have  no  hope  of 
getting  in  what  I  want  to  say  when  the 
Budget  papers  are  under  consideration.  I 
have  regretted  that  we  are  compelled  to  ex- 
pend a  considerably  larger  sum  than  we 
did  previously.  I  have  pointed  out  the 
various -matters  which  call  for  the  expendi- 
ture of  large  sums.  It  is  necessary  that 
the  money  should  be  forthcoming  from  some 
source  at  the  earliest  possible  moment.  It 
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is  idle  for  us  to  say  that  this  Parliamait 
has  been  brought  into  existence  at  con- 
siderable cost  to  the  taxpayers,  if  it  is  to 
merely  edio  the  dictates  and  the  will  of 
the  State  Parliaments.  In  my  opinion,  the 
proposal  of  the  late  Government  would 
have  met  the  demands  fairly  well.  They 
recognised  that  the  demands  of  the  Com- 
monwealth were  such  as  to  require  addi- 
tional expenditure  to  the  extent  of  several 
millions  of  pounds,  and  in  oxAer  to  provide 
the  funds,  they  proposed  to  take  a  certain 
proportion  of  the  States'  three-fourths 
share  of  the  CustcMns  and  Excise  revenue, 
and  to  institute  a  land  tax.  A  land  tax 
must  come.  May  I  suggest  that  the  defeat 
of  the  late  Government  was  due  to  one 
clause  in  their  programme? 

Mr.  Mathews. — Do  not  forget  the  tele- 
phones. 

Mr.  Mcdonald.— That  was,  I  think, 
only  a  matter  of  secondary  craisideration. 

Mr.  Mathews. — It  was  a  matter  of  na- 
tional impco'tance. 

Mr.  McDONALD.—The  most  important 
feature  of  the  programme  was  the  clause 
doling  with  the  imposition  of  a  land  tax, 
on  which  I  shall  have  something  to  fay 
later  on.  We  made  a  fimdaniental  mis- 
take in  not  separating  the  financial  rela- 
tions between  the  States  and  the  Common- 
wealth at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 

Sir  WiLLiAic  Lyne. — Hear,  hear.  That 
is  the  greatest  mistake  which  waa  made. 

Mr.  McDonald.— We  fell  into  the 
stupid  mistake  of  raiang  revenue  fw  some- 
body else  to  spend,  and  it  should  be  recti- 
fied at  the  earliest  possible  moment.  No 
matter  what  the  financial  proposals  of  the 
Government  may  be,  they,  should  provide 
methods  by  which  the  finances  of  the  States 
and  the  Commonwealth  may  be  separated 
for  ever.  I  learn,  from  the  press,  that  we 
are  not  to  be  allowed  to  deal  with  the 
matter  in  that  way,  and  that  the  Go^'ern- 
ment  intend  to  adopt  quite  a  different 
method.  I  do  not  know  whether  that  is 
so  or  not.  Treasurer  is  verjr  proiuse 

in  his  interview^.  Probably  he  makes 
statements  which  he  does  not  intend  to  carry 
out,  or,  perhaps,  they  are  the  usual  fire- 
works wWch  he  throws  off  when  he  wants 
to  cover  up  something  of  a  more  important 
nature.  We  are  told  by  the  press  that  the 
Government  do  not  intend  to  sever  the 
fimmcial  relations  between  the  States  and 
the  Commonwealth,  but  pro^iose  to  shelve 
the  whole  matter  for  a  few  years.  A  proposal 
•"f  that  kind  is  unworthy  of  any  CoT.*em- 


ment  of  the  Commonwealth.  We  want  ad- 
ditional  reveime>   and  the  question  i^^ 
"Where  is  it  to  come  from?"    In  the 
famous  Gympie  speech,  the  late  Prime 
Minister  told  us  where  the  iWHiey  waa  to 
come  fi<»n,  namely,  from  the  States'  three- 
fourths  sbarQ  of  the  Customs  and  Excise 
revenue,  and  fiom  land  taxation.  The 
land  tax  proposal  of  the  late  Gov«n- 
raent   waa,    to   my   mind,   one  of  the 
fairest   methods   by    which   the  revenue 
could  be  obtained.     It  certainly  did  not 
go  so  far  as  I  would  like,  but  I  was 
merely  one  of  a  number,  and  was  px«^ 
pared  to  accept  that  which  was  offered. 
Probably    if    the    principle    had  been 
affirmed  we  might  have  been  in  a  positk»i 
hereafter  to  deal  with  tiie  matter  moiB 
effectively.     The  adoptian  of  that  policy 
would  have  the  effect  of  assiating  to  Imak 
up  lar^  estates  in  this  community.     Is  it 
not  an  extraordinary  thing  that  in  Aus- 
tralia where,  as  we  know,  millions  of  acres 
of  land  are  unalienated,  the  Crown  is 
purchasing  private  estates?     In  Queens- 
land, where  less  than  5  per  cent,  of  the 
land  is  alienated,  the  Crown  has  spent 
over         500,000    in   purchasing  private 
estates.    Is  it  not  a  remarkable  thing  that 
out  of  the  124,000,000  acres  whidi  have 
been  alienated  in   this   community  only 
11,000,000  acres  are  under  cultivation,  in- 
cluding lands  under  artificial  grasses?  To 
my  mipd,  that  is  clear  proof  that  the  time 
has  arrived  when  some  action  should  be 
taken  to  compel  owners  either  to  use  their 
land  to  the  fullest  possible  capacity,  or  to 
allow  somebody  else  to  do  so.     Is  it  not 
reasonable  to  suppose  that  the  alienated 
portions   contain   some   of  the   be.st,  if 
not  the  ver\'  be.st,  lands  in  Australia,  and 
that  the  unalienated    portions   must  be- 
second  or  third  c]a^s  lands?   I  submit  that 
the  time  has  arrived  xrhen  a  land  tax 
should  lie  imposed  in  order  to  asast  in 
compelling  land-owners  to  cut  up  their 
estates.     Any  pers(Ai  who  travels  from 
Melbourne  to  Geelong,  or  to  Kiimore,  or 
to  Woodend,  is  bound  to  ask  himself  this 
question,  *'  Why  is  not  this  enormous  area 
of  good  land  under  cultivaticm  ?     Why  is 
this  valuable  I.md  held  by  one  man  for 
merely  depasturing   a    few   sheep,  when 
thousands  of   families  could  be  settled 
thereon  ?  "  Every  State  is  compelled  to  re- 
purchase land  for  rIosr;r  settlement,  not 
because  there  is  not  ample  land  for  pec^Ie 
to  settle  on.  for  in  Australia  we  have  ample 
land  for  millions  of  settlers,  but  because, 
unfortunately,  the  great  bulk  of  .the  land  ' 
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U  held  for  speculatt\-e  ptdrpoGes,  and  not 
in  the  best  interests  of  the  community.  In 
these  cirasmstances,  we  contend  that  the 
imposition  of  a  land  tax  as  proposed  by 
the  late  Govenunent  is  tiie  oonect  policy 
to  adopt.  I  regret  very  mudh  indeed  that 
k  was  not  permitted  an  Of^XKtnnity  to 
institute   a    land    tax.  one  who 

has  studied  ptrfitical  ewnts  in 
Victoria  and  odwr  portions  of  Aus- 
tralia most  realize  the  posit  i<Ki.  At 
a  Bsceting  of  the  Employers'  Federation, 
presided  over  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Fawkner,  the  organizer  of  the  party  on 
the  other  side  told  those  presMit  that  the 
whole  matter  was  merely  a  dass  struggle. 
I  do  not  regret  Aat  he  made  that  statement, 
because  I  have  always  looked  upon  it  as 
a  dass  struggle,  and  I  hope  that  the  struggle 
will  go  on.  It  is  because  Mr.  Walpole 
described  it  as  a  class  struggle  that  those 
opposCT3  to  us  realized  that  what  was  pro- 
posed by  the  late  Goremment  in  the  intro- 
duction of  a  land  tax  was  an  attempt  to 
invade  the  privileges  and  vested  interests 
which  they  hold  so  dear.  If  we  required 
proof  that  they  were  prepared  to  make  it 
a  class  fight  from  that  moment,  we  have 
only  to  look  at  the  composition  of  the  pre- 
sent Government,  in  which  we  find  men 
who  have  sacrificed  every  political  prindple 
they  previously  professed.  The  beginning 
and  end  of  the  political  career  of  the  Prime 
Minister  has  depended  on  his  advocacy  of 
the  principle  of  protection,  but  the  honor- 
able gentleman  has  had  to  abandon  every 
prindple  of  protection.  Why  ?  Because 
the  pressure  of  those  engaged  in  the  class 
struggle  on  the  other  side  has  compelled  him 
to  swallow  his  prindples  or  to  sacrifice 
and  desert  them  just  as  it  has  compelled 
Ae  honon^le  member  for  Parramatta  to 
sacrifice  his  free-trade  prindples,  so  that 
the  vested  interests  of  certain  persons  shall 
not  be  intwfered  with.  In  the  circmn- 
stanoes  we  regret  very  mudi  that  the  late 
Govenunent  were  not  permitted  to  intro- 
duce their  land  taxation  proposals.  They 
were  o?  more  importance  to  the  defence  of 
this  omntry  than  all  the  Dreadnoughts  that 
ooald  possibly  be  bmlt.  The  possession  of 
Dr4adn0ttgiUs  will  not  enable  us  to  hold 
this  country  unless  it  is  pt^ulated,  and  if 
we  pormit  millions  of  acres  to  remain  in 
the  hands  of  a  few  men,  we  can  never  have 
it  p<^ulated  in  such  a  way  as  to  secure  its 
defence.  I  hear  men  talking  about  this 
country  who  really  know  so  little  about  it 
that  I  marvel  at  their  impudence  in  express- 
ing an  <^inion  as  to  the  means  of  its 


defence.  It  is  only  by  travelling  over  tlie 
greater  portion  of  the  country  that  one 
can  have  any  oonoeption  of  what  the  defence 
of  Australia  really  involves.  Unless  we 
compel  people  to  break  up  their  large 
estates,  and  settle  tens  of  thousands  on  the 
lands  now  held  by  a  few,  all  the  Dread' 
noughts  that  can  be  built  will  be  of  little 
use  in  the  defence  of  this  country.  I  hope 
that  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  we 
shall  deal  with  this  matter.  I  regret  very 
much  that  the  late  Government  were  not 
permitted  to  do  "so,  because  I  am  sure  diey 
would  have  dealt  with  it  effectively.  I  have 
tried  to  diow  the  various  obligations  which 
have  fallen  upon  the  Commonwealth,  and 
which  will  require  large  sums  of  money  to 
finance  them.  I  have  said  that  the  late 
Gowenunent  proposed  direct  taxatioo  for 
this  purpose.  There  are  two  methods  by 
which  Government  expenditure  can  be  car- 
ried on — by  taxation,  whether  direct  or  in- 
direct, and  by  borrowing.  It  appears  to 
me  that  the  Labour  Government  adc^}ted 
the  wisest  course  pos^le  in  dedding  to 
impose  a  land  tax  to  provide  the  necessary 
funds  nith  which  to  carry  out  the  various 
obligations  of  the  Commonwealth.  They 
took  the  right  course  for  this  reason :  that 
if  they  required  ;^i,ooo,ooo  for  pubBc  ex- 
penditure and  taxed  the  people  to  the  extent 
of  ^£500, 000,  in  two  years  they  would 
have  secured  the  funds  they  required,  and 
the  obligation  of  the  taxpayer  in  that  par- 
ticular would  be  at  an  end.  From 
press  reports  we  learn  that  the  pre- 
sent Government  propose  to  take  an- 
other course.  It  seems  now  that  we 
are  to  have  nothing  new  in  the  Federal 
Parliament,  but  are  to  be  asked  to  adopt 
the  old  methods  of  boom  and  burst,  which 
have  so  long  been  pursued  by  the  various 
States  Goveninr.ents.  One  of  the  great  draw- 
backs in  Australia  to-day  arises  from  the 
fact  that  sufficient  provision  was  not  made 
to  meet  the  obligations  of  the  States  Govern- 
ments when  their  various  loans  became  due. 
While  money  was  being  borrowed  and  ex- 
pended, evervthing  boomed,  but  then  came 
a  time  when  the  borrowed  money  had  to  be 
repaid,  and  then  the  boom  was  found  not 
to  be  so  satisfactorv  as  it  was  thought  to 
be. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — The  bubble  was 
pricked. 

Mr.  McDOXALD.— Yes ;  the  bubble 
was  pricked.  Api>arently,  the  present  Go- 
vernment intend  to  obta^fo^ds  for  public 
expenditure  by  lK>ri'i>ii  ing.     i,'nder  that 
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system,  if  ^1,000,000  is  required  for  pub- 
He  exjjenditure,  presuming  that  the  Com- 
monwealth can  borrow  at  a  cheaper  rate 
than  the  States,  at  3  per  cent.,  instead  of 
3 J  per  cent.,  for  the  usual  term  of  fifty 
years,  the  result  would  be  that  at  the  end 
of  fifty  years  we  should  have  paid 
500,000  in  interest,  and  still  owe  the 
;£i,ooo,ooo  tMriginally  borrowed.  It  is  es- 
timated that  an  expenditure  of  ;£2,ooo,ooo 
is  leqtiired  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  Post 
and  Telegraph  Department,  and  if  the 
course  proposed  by  the  present  Go\'erninent 
were  followed,  the  people  would  have  to 
pay  no  less  than  ^£3, 000, 000  in  interest 
during  the  period  of  the  loan,  and  would 
still  owe  the  ;£2,ooo,ooo  originally  bor- 
rowed, so  that  they  would  lose  by  that 
system  of  finance  no  less  than  ^^3,000,000. 
If  we  may  judge  the  proposals  of  the  pre- 
sent Government  bv  what  has  appeared  in 
the  press.I  say  that  they  are  not  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  community,  or  of  the  future 
generation,  who  must  bear  the  burden  of 
paying  off  the  debts  it  is  proposed  now  to 
contract.  Speaking  particularly  of  the 
State  from  which  I  cwne,  I  can  well  re- 
member the  days  when  political  parties  go- 
ing before  the  electors  used  to  say  that 
what  the  people  required  was  a.  vigorous 
wnks  policy,  an  extensi(»)  of  railways,  and 
that  they  were  prepared  to  horroAv  money 
to  carry  00  public  works.  One  or  other  of 
the  parties  was  returned  to  power,  and  in 
order  to  placate  thdr  particular  followers 
the  Government  immediately  went  on  the 
loan  market,  and  got  up  what  might  be 
termed  a  glorious  public  works  "drunk," 
spending  money  lavishly  in  every  part  of 
the  State.  One  may  travel  through  almost 
any  part  of  Australia  to-day,  and  see  rail- 
ways which  do  not  only  fail  to  pay  interest 
on  the  mcmey  invested  in  their  construction, 
but  which,  owing  to  the  very  small  amount 
of  traffic  over  them,  do  not  earn  axle  grease. 
That  has  been  the  policy  which  has  ob- 
tained in  the  past,  and  it  seems  to  be  that 
which  the  Govemm^t  fa\x)ur  at  the  pre- 
sent time.  I  extremely  regret  that  it  is  so. 
But  can  we  wonder  at  it,  seeing  that  the 
Federated  Employers'  Union  and  otho-s 
have  merely  to  tell  the  Prime  Minister  what 
thev  want  in  order  to  induce  him  to  answer 
"  Yes."  He  dare  not  move  one  wav  or  the 
other  without  their  consent.  He  is  prac- 
tically in  their  hands  to  do  just  what  thev 
dictate.  Coming  to  the  question  of  the  ad- 
justment of  the  future  financial  relations  of 
States  and  the  Commonwealth,  I  learn 
^  the  press  that  the  States  Premiers  and 

McDonald, 


the  Prime  Minister  have  agreed  to  meet 

shortly  in  yet  another  amference.  As  a 
member  of  this  House  I  object  to  the  Prime 
Minister — irrespective  of  whether  he  be  a 
Labour  or  a  fusionist  Prinae  Minister — 
delegating  the  powers  of  this  Chamber  to 

any  Premiers'  Conference.    I  maintain  that 
any  such  action  is  a  violation  of  the  Con- 
stitution and  of  the  parliamentary  principles 
about  which  the  honorable  gentleman  boasts 
so  much  from  time  to  time.    The  opera- 
tion of  the  Braddon  section  of  the  Coasti- 
tution  was  limited  to  a  period  of  ten  years 
for  a  specific  purpose.    The  object  was 
that  within  that  term  the  Commonwealth 
Government  might  acquire  the  fullest  infor- 
mation in  regard  to  the  financial  needs  of 
the  Commonwealth,  so  that  it  would  be  in 
a  position  to  satisfacttwily  deal  with  this 
intricate  problem.    But  the  State  Premiers 
appear  to  think  that  thev  are  the  perscHis 
who  should  settle  it    I  claim  that  this 
Parliament  alone  is  empowered  to  deal  with 
it.  and  that  it  can  soK'e  the  problem  just  .-is 
eftectually  and  equitably  as  can  ainy  body 
of  State  Premiers.    I  think,  sir,  it  is  jusit 
as  well  that  we  should  ha\'e  a  qucvum  pre- 
sent.     [Quorum  formed.}      I  repeat  that 
the  proper  tribunal  to  deal  with  this  im- 
portant problem  is  the  Commonwealth  Par- 
liament, and  I  do  hope  that  better  counsels 
will  prevail  with  the  Ministry,  and  that 
they  will  decline  to  allow  the  States  Pre- 
miers to  dictate  to  them  in  this  matter.  Z 
OHigratulate  the  late  Prime  Minister  ujkxi 
the  stand  whic^  he  took  at  the  last  Con- 
ference of  Premiers.     Upon  that  occa- 
sion the  Premiers  evidently  thought  that 
they    could    browbeat    the    Prime  Min- 
ister in  a  manner  that  would  have  been  de- 
grading to  him  and  humiliating  to  the  com- 
munity at  large.    I  am  pleased,  indeed, 
that  he  took  up  the  correct  attitude  towards 
that  body  by  stating  that  whilst  he  was 
prepared  to  listen  to  any  proposals  which 
it  had  to  make,  he  did-not  intend  to  be  dic- 
tated to.    HoiK»able  members  will  doubt- 
less recollect  that  a  good  deal  was  at  the 
time  said  in  the  press  about  that  Conference. 
The  newspapers  in  the  different  States  made 
a  great  deal  of  the  fact  that  the  Premiers 
intended  to  uphold  a  scheme  of  th^  own 
for  the  settlement  of  the  financial  relations 

of  the  States  and  the  C<Mumonwealth,  and 
that  they  intended  to  stump  the  country'  in 
opposition  to  the  re-election  of  members  of 
this  Parliam^t  who  were  antagtmistic  to  it. 
They  threatened  that  they  would  adopt 
that  course  on  every  pouible  oajawm.  I 
do  not  object  to  th^t'^sAto>^H?^  Iteuntiy. 
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but  I  do  object  to  them  using  the  powers 
ot"  the  State  in  that  undertaking.  It  seems 
to  me  that  the  time  has  arrived  when  mem- 
bers of  this  Parliament  should  have  some 
regard  for  their  own  dignity  and  honour.  It 
is  ihe  bounden  duty  of  every  honorable 
member  to  fight  for  the  Commonwealth 
Constitution,  upon  all  occasions.  But  it 
seems  to  me  that  there  are  a  number  of  hon- 
orable men^iers — particularly  amongst  those 
who  sit  upcxi  the  opposite  side  of  the  cham- 
ber— who  are  prepared  to  pander  at  all 
times  to  the  parochial  wishes  of  the  petty 
Josses  of  the  various  States,  in  order  that 
they  may  gain  a  little  favour  at  their  hands 
and  score  a  little  party  triumph.  I  main- 
tain that  thev  ought  to  be  above  that  sort 
of  ccmduct.  Honorable  members  opposite, 
who  talk  so  much  about  dictation,  know 
perfectly  well  that  there  is  no  partv  which 
has  pandered  more  to  the  dictation  of  the 
States  Premiers  than  th^'  have.  Even  the 
Prime  Minister  himself  has  to  do  ocactly 
what  he  is  told  in  that  axmexion.  I  think, 
sir.  that  we  ought  to  have  a  quorum  present- 
Mr.  SPEAKER.— There  is  a  quorum 
pri'sent. 

Mr.  McDOXALD.— Paragraph  No.  8 
of  the  speech  deals  with  a  proposal  for 
estabi  ishtng  a  Commonwealth  silver  and 
paper  currency.  Financial  institutions  and 
the  representati\es  of  various  vested  inte- 
rests in  this  country  immediately  put  up 
their  backs  when  the  late  Go^%rnment  made 
that  proposal.  Exactly  the  same  arguments 
were  used  against  the  paper  currency  in 
Queensland.  When  the  financial  crisis  of 
1893  occurred,  and  the  country  from  one 
end  to  another  was  thrown  into  a  state  of 
chaos,  what  was  the  cause?  It  was  not  that 
the  country  was  not  prosperous,  because 
any  one  who  studies  the  statistics  will  find 
that  productivity  was  greater  at  that  period 
than  it  had  been  at  any  previous  time.  But 
the  trouble  arose  from  the  fact  that  the  cap- 
tains of  industry  throughout  the  Common- 
w^^alth  were  unable  to  control  the  very 
machine  that  they  themselves  had  created, 
with  the  result  that  a  crisis  occurred  which 
landed  the  whole  industrial  organization  of 
the  country  in  chaos.  At  that  time  to 
what  authority  did  the  financial  institutions 
look  to  relieve  th«n  from  their  diflS- 
cultv?  Did  they  look  to  their  brother 
speculators?  No.  They  looked  for  relief 
to  the  Government.  The  Governments  of 
the  States,  after  heroic  efforts,  did  an  enor- 
mous amount  to  stay  the  chaos  that  our  in- 
dustrial rulers  had  produced.  Queensland 
went  a  step  further  than  did  the  other 
States  in  making  the  paper  currency  a 


currency  backed  by  the  Go\ernment,  and 
controlled  by  it.  Notes  were  issued  to  the 
various  banks  on  their  depositing  gold  with 
the  Treasury  to  the  amount  of  35  per  cent., 
which  is  a  greater  percentage  than  is  kept 
by  any  bank  for  backing  its  own  note  isbue. 
The  banks  make  a  large  profit  out  ol*  their 
note  issues  at  the  present  time,  not  only 
through  the  handling  of  the  notes  them- 
selves, but  through  the  profits  accruing  in 
consequence  of  notes  being  destroyed  by 
flood  or  fire,  or  through  being  wcffn  out,  the 
whole  of  this  profit  going  into  the  orfFers  of 
the  financial  institutions. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown. — How  much  does 
the  profit  amount  to  ?  It  is  a  mere  flea-bite. 

Mr.  McDonald. — it  amounts  to  many 
thousands  of  pounds. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown. — No. 

^^r.  McDonald.  —  The  horwrable 
member  may  be  an  authority  on  this  sub- 
ject, but  if  so,  it  is  the  onlv  subject  on 
which  he  is  an  authority.  Let  me  tell  him 
again  that  the  profit  amounts  to  tens  of 
thousands  of  pounds  in  a  year. 

Mr.  Harper. — Oh,  no. 

Mr.  McDonald.— It  does.  Under 
these  circumstances,  why  should  not  the  Go- 
vernment have  the  profit?  Does  it  belong 
to  the  individuals  who  control  the  financial 
institutions  ?  Certainly  not.  It  should 
belong  to  the  State.  In  Queensland  alone, 
where  the  note  issue  is  necessarily  small,  a 
large  profit  is  made  from  this  source  every 
year.  And  there  is  another  feature  which, 
in  ;ny  opinion,  constitutes  a  stronger  argu- 
ment than  the  mere  saving  of  a  sum  of 
money.  It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  in 
all  well  regulated  and  financially  sound 
communities  the  proptnrticKi  of  note  issue  to 
the  volume  of  trade  is  one-fourth.  There  is 
a  tendency  in  times  of  stress  and  trouble 
for  the  financial  institutions  to  be  led  away 
by  the  desire  of  people  to  borrow,  to  issue 
more  notes  than  are  absolutely  necessary. 
In  issuing  more  notes  than  the  com- 
munity can  consume — that  is  to  say,  than 
are  demanded  by  the  community  ■ —  for 
every  additional  note  issued,  the  finan- 
cial institutions  should,  for  safety's  sake, 
keep  a  sovereign.  Otherwise  a  crash  must 
take  place.  There  is  proof  that  the  cause 
of  every  one  of  the  world's  financial  crises 
during  the  last  one  hundred  years  was  not 
a  falling  off  in  production.  The  people 
were  producing  more  good  things  then  than 
at  other  times.  The  cause  can  be  traced 
to  a  very  large  extent  to  the  fact  that  a 
great  deal  more  paper  money  was  issued 
than  ought  to  have  been  issued,  with  the 


392  Gtmrnor-OmeraPtSpeeek  :[KE?R1lSEIiTA^  Addnaa-in-Beptg. 


result  that  a  run  on  various  banks  took 
place,  and  crises  were  created.  That  is 
•one  of  the  reasons,  apart  from  merely 
monetary  ccMisideraticms,  why  the  currency 
should  be  controlled  by  the  State.  But 
interested  parties,  in  the  shape  of  financial 
institutions,  say:  "No;  you  must  not 
allow  the  paper  money  to  be  issued  by  the 
State;  that  is  Socialism."  But  they  are 
not  frightened  because  it  is  Socialism. 
Their  real  grievance  is  that  the  proposal 
would  take  from  them  some  of  the  privi- 
leges that  they  now  enjoy,  and  some  of  the 
profit  which  ouRht  to«be  held  in  trust  by 
the  Government  for  the  good  of  the  people. 
But  imtil  the  Government  controls  the  note 
issue,  we  shall  never  have  a  sound  financial 
petition,  because  there  is  clear. proof  that 
in  1895)  in  every  State  in  Australia,  the 
Government  had  to  guarantee  the  notes  is- 
sued by  the  various  banks.  Another  ques- 
tion is  that  of  the  Commonwealth  coining 
silver.  It  is  a  question  that  ought  to  be 
settled  at  the  earliest  possible  mcunent.  I 
regret  very  much  that  successive  Go- 
vernments, since  FederatiOT,  have  not 
taken  the  matter  in  hand  seriously, 
and  dealt  with  it  in  a  way  that 
would  be  beneficial  to  Australia. 
The  Commonwealth  is  being  depn\%d  of 
a  large  amount  of  revenue  by  reason  of  the 
fact  that  its  silver  coinage  is  minted  else- 
where. Were  the  work  done  in  Australia, 
«mployment  would  be  found  for  niore 
people,  and  the  profit  gained  in  the  trans- 
action TOuld  be  spent  for  the  benefit  of 
the  community.  I  regret  that  past  Govern- 
ments have  not  successfully  concluded  ne- 
godatimis  with  the  British  Government  in 
this  matter.  We  ^uld  mint  all  the  coins 
circulating  in  Australia,  and  enjoy  the 
}wofits  therefrcMn,  of  course,  making  provi- 
sioo  for  the  loss  on  wwn  and  defaced  coins. 
I  come  now  to  an  all-important  matter,  the 
question  of  defence.  We  must  realize  that 
Australia  is  a  territory  twice  as  large 
as  India,  whose  popuIati<»»  exceeds 
300,000,000 ;  half  the  size  of  China,  whose 
population  is  more  than  400,000,000,  and 
about  thir^^r  times  the  size  of  Japan,  whose 
population  is  over  40,000,000.'  Even  Java, 
a  mere  speck  in  comparison  with  this  ctxi- 
tinent,  has  a  population  of  30,000,000. 
Within  fourteen  days'  sail  of  our  nOTthem 
shores  are  800,000,000  Asiatics,  or  about 
half  the  human  family.  The  honorable 
member  for  Parramatta  has  told  us  that, 
according  to  a  great  scientist,  the  Asiatic 
population  of  the  world  doubles  every  fifty 
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years,  so  that  half  a  century  hence  it  will  be 
1,600,000,000,  while,  should  our  popula- 
tion increase  at  the  same  rate,  which  is  much 
greater  than  its  present  rate  of  increase,  it 
would  number  only  9,000,000.  Is  it  nn- 
reasmable  to  suppose  that  these 
1,600,000,000  of  coloured  persons  will 
cast  envious  eyes  upon  any  sparsely  popu- 
lated territory  which  mav  be  adjacent  to 
theirs?  The  eastern  nations  are  now  de- 
veloping in  a  manner  very  different  from 
the  anticipations  of  some  years  ago.  There 
was  a  time  when  they  seemed  content  to 
allow  the  peoples  of  western  Europe  to 
ot»trol  the  world's  commerce;  but  to-day, 
in  Egypt,  Persia,  China,  Japan,  and  In- 
dia, the  natioial  spirit  claims  the  right  to 
govern.  Japan,  having  sucked  the  brains 
of  the  CTinent  men  of  Europe,  has  now 
assumed  ccmtrol  of  its  own  industries,  tell- 
ing the  white  races  that  it  can  manage  its 
affairs  for  itself.  To-day,  the  Japanese 
are  the  serious  rivals  of  Europeans  in  m 
pursuits  which  were  formerly  followed  only 
by  the  latter,  and  are  openly  competing 
for  the  world's  trade-  In  many  indifs- 
tries,  the  Japanese  have  driven  out  white 
men  altogether.  We  shall  not  be  able  to 
hold  our  enormous  territcnry  unless  we 
populate  it ;  and  there  is  no  hope  of  doing 
that  until  we  have  devised  methods  for 
settling  the  land.  In  adopting  the  ^Vhite 
Australia  policy,  we  took  it  upcai  ourselves 
to  grapple  with  a  problem  whose  solution 
will  require  the  whole  energy,  enthusiasm, 
and  patriotism  of  every  member  of  the  com- 
munity. If  we  succeed,  we  shall  show  to 
the  world  tliat  the  white  man  is  as  efficient 
a  worker  in  tropical  climates  as  are  oolouxed 
persons  of  any  nationality. 

Mr.  Webster. — I  think  that  there  should 
be  a  quorum  to  Hsten  to  the  honorable 
member.    {Quorum  formed.'] 

Mr.  McDonald.— Great  doubt  has 
been  expressed  as  to  the  chance  of  success 
of  the  White  Australia  policy,  but 
I  believe  that  the  white  man  can 
do  as  well,  and,  in  fact,  better,  in 
tropical  Australia  than  any  black  mac. 
When  we  sought  to  get  rid  of  Uacl: 
labour  we  were  told  that  white  men  would 
be  ineffective  on  the  sugar-fields ;  that  it 
was  a  purely  black  man's  industiy.  Time 
has  proved,  howeter,  that  the  vtiite  man 
can  do  better  work  than  the  blade  man 
can  in  the  cane-fieids,  and  we  have  scared 
the  labour  problem  so  far  as  that  industry 
is  concerned.  There  are  many  other  in* 
du.itries,  however,  that  must  yet  be  Ivoogfat 
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into  existence  in  the  utilization  of  the  rich 
tropical  lands  of  Queensland  and  the 
Northern  Territofy,  and  in  connexion  with 
tbem  labour  problem  is  one  that  may 
well  tax  the  energy  and  ability  of  every 
member  of  the  community.  I  have  shown 
what  the  nations  of  the  East  are  doing  in 
developmental  efforts  on  lines  benefidal 
to  themselves,  irrespective  of  anything  that 
the  white  man  may  do.  There  white  men 
have  been  forced  out  of  many  industries, 
and  since  we  are  told  that  the  population 
of  these  Eastern  countries  is  doubling  itself 
every  fffty  years,  it  is  only  reasonable  to 
suppose  that  they  will  cast  longing  eyes 
on  Australia,  which  is  yet  but  sparsely 
settled.  In  th^  circumstances,  there- 
fore, the  question  of  defence  is  one  of  the 
most  important  that  we  have  to  discuss. 
As  stated  in  the  Govemor-Generars 
speech,  the  important  question  of  the  de- 
fence of  the  Commonwealth  as  an  integral 
part  of  the  British  Empire  receiwi  the 
close  attenticm  of  the  late  Government. 
Various  proposals  have  been  made  to  pro- 
vide an  effective  defence.  it  was  the 
honorable  tpember  for  West  Sydney  who 
first  submitted  to  this  House  a  motion 
fxoviding  for  universal  training.  That 
motion  was  carried  by  a  substantial  ma- 
jority, with  the  result  that  the  presott 
Prime  Minister,  at  a  lata*  stage,  made  a 
statement  in  the  House  as  to  the  intentions 
"of  the  Government  in  regard  to  it.  In 
the  last  stage  of  a  dvinp  sessi<Hi,  the 
Prime  Minister  devoted  four  hours  to  the 
discussion  of  the  defence  prol;>lem ,  and 
the  few  then  present  listened  with  the 
greatest  attention  and  patience  as  he  un- 
folded the  policy  of  his  Goi'ernm»it. 
What  was  that  policy?  It  provided  for 
muversal  training.  Youths  and  men  were 
to  be  drilled  and  trained  in  the  use  of 
arras,  and  were  to  belong  to  a  National 
Ouard  until  they  were  about  thirty  years 
of  age.  We  are  now  informed  by  the 
press  that  the  honcffable  gentleman  has 
considerably  modified  that  proposal,  and 
that  the  present  Government  would  confine 
the  defence  of  the  country  to  a  very  small 
section  of  the  community.  The  system 
of  training  is  to  be  confined  to  school 
cadets  and  youths.  We  need  a  more 
vigorous  policy — a  policy  that  will  oiable 
and  fit  every  man  in  the  commiuiity  to 
take  up  arms  in  the  defence  of  the  coun- 
try. It  has  beoi  said  that  universal 
training  is  a  form  of  conscription.  I 
differ  from  that  view.  The  proposal  of 
the  late  Government,  under  whidi  it  was 


intended  that  every  man  in  the  Common- 
wealth should  be  Gained  to  bear  arms  for 
the  defence  of  his  country,  was  calculated 
to  carry  out,  not  only  the  wishes  of  diis 
Parliament,  but  of  the  whole  communitT. 
This  brings  me  to  the  point  that  the  hon- 
oraUe  gentleman  who  has  been  deputed 
by  the  Government  to  represent  the  Com- 
monwealth at  the  Imperial  Defence  Con- 
ference has  made  a  distinct  statement  to 
the  effect  that  universal  training  should  be 
for  aggressive  purposes.  I  do  not  wish 
to  question  the  honorable  member's  tech- 
nical knowled^  of  military  matters,  but 
I  certainly  tbmk  that  his  statement  is  an 
extraordinary  one.  I  hc^  the  time  will 
never  come  when  the  flower  of  the  youth 
of  Australia  will  be  made  an  armed  force 
for  aggressive  purposes.  In  the  speech 
to  which  I  have  referred,  the  present  leader 
of  the  Government  made  a  strong  point 
of  the  intention  of  the  then  Administra- 
tion, that  the  force  to  be  created  should 
not  be  for  aggresave  purposes.  The  La- 
bour Party  are  opposed  to  war  in  all  its 
forms,  regarding  it  as  brutal,  cruel,  and 
unjust,  and  as  calculated  to  cultivate  only 
the  baser  qualities  of  mankind.  Holding 
that  view,  we  asked  ourselves  what  was 
the  best  way  to  provide  for  the  defence 
of  Australia.  We  knew  that  democracies, 
wherever  they  existed,  had  been  crushed  by 
military  caste,  and  we  desired  to  prevent 
tlie  growth  of  anything  like  a  militar\' 
caste  in  Australia.  It  was  fcM-  that  rea- 
son that  the  proposal  for  univ«-sal  train- 
ing, put  forward  by  the  honorable  member 
for  West  Sydi»ey,  was  supported  by  us. 
We  knew  that  if  every  man  in  the  com- 
munity were  given  a  rudimentary  know- 
ledge of  drill,  and  of  the  use  of  arms,  he 
would  be  prepared  to  protect  his  heme 
when  occasion  arose,  and  that  by  means  of 
universal  training  we  should  avoid  the 
creation  of  a  military  caste  in  Australia. 
Realizing  that,  we  declared  unhesitatingly 
for  universal  training.  It  is  the  duty  of 
every  man  to  undergo  training,  not  be- 
cause he  loves  aggression,  and  not  that 
he  may  be  used  for  aggressive  purposes, 
but  because  it  is  necessary  for  him  to 
defend  his  home.  The  fact  stares  us  in 
the  face  to-day  that  the  world  is  arming, 
and  we  in  oor  small  way  must  make  scMne 
attempt  to  protect  ourselves.  If  we  do 
not,  tiien  in  the  event  of  misfortune  hap- 
pening^ to  the  Mother  Country,  we  mar 
suffer  to  a  much  grcatep«rtenLtban  we 
coald  posffl'bly  >^W^^^§A:f  armed 
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nation.  In  these  circumstances,  we  con- 
sider that  it  is  necessary  for  every  trtan  to 
bear  arms.  But  why  have  the  Govern- 
ment backed  down  from  their  previous 
proposals?  Is  it  at  the  instance  of  the 
bonwable  member  for  Parramatta  that 
they  have  decided  to  reduce  the  age? 
That  was  one  p<rint  which  the  Age  news- 
paper insisted  upon — and  that  is  the  paper 
which  runs  the  Prime  Minister.  He  dare 
not  move  without  the  Age  behind  his 
back,  and  if  that  paper  had  stood  out 
against  the  cailition  there  would  have 
been  none. 

Dr.  AfALONEY. — Did  it  not  stand  out 
against  it? 

Mr.  McDonald.— Only  up  to  a  cer- 
tain point,  and  then  it  thought  that  it  had 
the  free-trade  opposition  "by  the  wool." 
Unfortunately,  the  then  lender  of  the  Op- 
position had  not  much  wool  to  get  hold  of, 
but  he  had  obtained  a  good  hold  of  the 
protectionist  wool  which,  being  much 
longer,  he  was  able  to  handle  more  easily. 
At  that  time  the  Agf  thou^t  that  it  was 
gaining  a  point  on  the  free-trade  opposi- 
tion, and  I  was  inclined  to  think  so  too, 
even  up  to  the  time  when  the  honorable 
member  for  Adelaide  delivered  his  speech ; 
but  when  the  whole  thing  came  out — when 
we  heard  the  right  honorable  member  for 
East  Sydney  state  that  certain  sections  of 
the  agreement,  which  were  to  safeguard 
the  protective  poIic>-,  had  to  be  dropped 
out,  and  the  honorable  member  for  Lang, 
the  honorable  member  for  Wentworth,  and 
the  honorable  member  for  Robertson,  to- 
getlier  with  the  right  honorable  mem^r 
for  East  Svdnev.  announced  that  thev  were 
to  have  a  free  hand  on  the  fiscal  issue — 
I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  protec- 
tionists  had,  to  a  certain  extent,  been 
trapped. 

Dr.  MALONEy.— The  protectionists  are 
ail  right. 

Mr.  McDOXALD.— They  are  all  right, 
not  because  of  the  support  whidi  they  will 
get  from  hofiOTable  members  opposite,  but 
because  a  large  proportion,  if  not  the 
whole,  of  the  party  on  this  ade,  will  back 
tiiem  up.  Whv,  ihen,  have  the  Govern- 
ment backed  down  on  their  defence  pro- 
P"^Is?  It  is  true  that  they  have  told 
the  Mother  Countrv  that  they  are  pre- 
pared to  give  a  Dreadnought,  or  some 
r-UMvaleiit.  When  that  proix).<!al  emanated 
from  the  Age  newspaper,  the  present 
Prime  Minister  said,  "  Yes.  Mr.  Age,  we 
shall  give  a  Dreadnought.^*     The  honor- 


able member  for  Parramatta  and  a  num- 
ber of  others  were  at  that  time  of  opinioa 
that  the  course  that  should  be  followed 
was  not  to  give  a  Dreadnought  to  the 
Mother  Countr}',  but  to  increase  the  naval 
subsidy ;  but  they  thought  that  the  Dread- 
nought proposal  would  be  a  popular 
cry,  and  so  they  adopted  it.  The  then 
Prime  Minister,  the  h<xiorabte  member  for 
Wide  Bay,  knew  that  he  could  not  give  a 
Dreadnought,  and  that  he  had  not  the 
money  to  purchase  Mie.  He  was,  there- 
fore, honest  enough  to  tell  the  Imperial 
Government  that  while  the  Government  of 
the  Cwnmonwealth  were  quite  prepared  to 
take  the  resptxisibility  for  the  defence  of 
diis  pOTtion  of  the  Empire,  they  were  not 
prepared  to  give  a  Dreadnought.  The 
Pranier  of  Queensland  took  up  a  similar 
position,  but  the  Governments  of  New  South 
Wales  and  Victcvia,  in  a  half-hearted  man- 
ner, and  to  show  their  ctmtempt  tat  the 
ComnHmwealth,  said,  "  If  the  Common- 
wealth won't  do  it,  we  will."  But  they 
have  done  nothing.  Then  the  great  pa- 
triotic citizens  of  New  South  Wales 
offered  to  raise  a  subscription  towards  the 
cost  of  a  Dreadnought .  The  same  thing 
was  done  in  one  or  two  pla(%s  in  Queens- 
land, and  in  my  electorate  they  have  a 
whole  towards  the  sum  necessary. 

In  New  South  Wales,  where  such  a  fuss 
was  made,  the  magnificent  sum  of  £,^^,ooo 
is  promised,  and  there  is  only  ;^io,ooo  in 
hand,  after  about  three  months'  work.  . 

Mr.  Webster. — Just  enough  to  paint  the 
ves.sel.  • 

Mr.  McDonald.— I  do  not  know 
whether  that  would  give  it  even  a  reason- 
able coat  of  paint  I  suppose,  if  we  took 
out  the  ^2o,ooo's  and  ;£io,ooo's  pro- 
mised, we  should  find  that  there  are  not 
more  than  1,000  subscribers  at  the  outside 
to  the  New  South  Wales  Dreadnought 
fund.  I  regret  very  much  to  hear  that  the 
heads  of  Departments  in  that  State  have 
practically  used  their  influence  to  intimi- 
date public  servants  to  subscriU'  to  the 
fund.  I  understand  that  that  has  not 
been  allowed  in  the  Commonwealth  ser- 
vice. Such  a  thing  is  not  calculated  to 
pr<Mnote  the  best  interests  o^  any  service. 
We  were  not  in  a  position  to  give  a  Dread- 
nought, and  when  the  Government  made 
their  offer  to  the  Imperial  Government  they 
knew  all  the  time  that  it  would  not  be 
accepted.  With  that  knowledge  they  were 
prepared  to  show  the  people  of  the  ^Iothe^ 
Country  and  of  AwtcaHa^jvKdOgl^-al  Go- 
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vemment  they  were.  They  were  not  in  a 
pc^tion  to  give  a  Dreadnought^  because 
they  had  not  <xie  to  give.  They  were  not 
in  a  posititm  to  buy  <Mie,  because  they  had 

not  the  money  to  buy  it  with.  Even  if  the 
Imperial  Government  had  accepted  their 
offer  they  would  have  had  to  borrow  the 
money  from  England  to  buv  the  vessel 
with. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  BsowN. — That  is  too  thin. 

Mr.  McDonald.— It  is  just  as  if  I 
asked  the  h(»)orable  member  for  Indi  to 
lend  me  a  couple  of  shillings  in  order  that 
I  might  buy  him  a  drink.  In  the  circum- 
stances ,  the  I  ate  Government  acted  most 
honestly,  and  I  very  much  regret  that  the 
present  Government  were  not  equally 
honest.  They  should  have  told  the  Im- 
perial Government  that  they  had  not  the 
mcmcy  to  purchase  a  Dreadnought  to  give 
them,  and  that  they  did  not  think  the  time 
had  arrived  to  place  additional  burdais 
upon  the  people  of  Australia  by  borrowing 
^2,000,000  for  the  purpose.  I  regard 
the  actiCTi  of  the  Government  as  hypo- 
critical, and  the  offer  as  one  which  ought 
nevet  to  have  been  made  on  behalf  of  the 
Commonwealth.  Paragraph  10  of  His 
Excellency's  speech  is  as  follows: — 

Recent  events  have  shown  the  neceswty  for 
the  Empire  to  develop  new  centres  of  strength, 
and  with  this  end  in  view  My  Advisers  some 
time  ago  cabled  to  the  British  Government  sug- 
gesting the  advisability  of  a  Conference  of  the 
fclf-govemiDg  Dominions  of  the  Empire  with 
the  Government  of  the  United  Kingdom  on  the 
question  of  Naval  Defence.  A  similar  sugges- 
tion having  been  made  by  the  Dominion  of 
Canada,  the  British  Government  has  now  con- 
vened an  Imperial  Naval  and  Military  Defence 
Conference,  and  has  invited  the  Commonwealth 
to  send  representatives.  The  invitation  has  been 
accepted,  and  the  Minister  of  Defence  has  been 
appointed  as  the  representative  of  the  Common- 
wealth. He  will  be  accompanied  by  naval  and 
military  experts. 

This  brings  me  to  the  appointment  of  the 
hcmorable  member  for  Brisbane  to  repre- 
sent the  Government  at  the  Conference.  The 
military  knowledge  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber may  be  all  that  is  desired;  he  has  been 
connected  with  the  military  for  a  long  time, 
and,^  so  far  as  I  know,  is  of  high  dis- 
tinction in  his  rank.  But  I  object  to  a  re- 
presentative who  holds  views  totally  oppo- 
site to  those  of  the  Goverrmient.  If  the 
Government  have  adopted  the  honorable 
member's  views,  why  have  the>-  not  the 
honesty  to  tell  us  so? 

Mr.  Batchelor. — Members  of  '.he  Go- 
vernment hold  views  opposite  to  those  of 
the  Government  as  a  whole. 


Mr.  Mcdonald.— That  is,  if  the  Go- 
vemm^t  have  any  views  at  all  beyond  sit- 
ting on  the  Treasury  benchj  I  know  that 
beycHid  that  objective  the  Prime  Minister 
has  nona.  It  is  to  be  very  much  regretted 
that  the  Government  should  have  made  this 
appointment  a  party  question,  because,  if 
there  is  a  matter  which  should  be  dealt 
with,  putting  aside  all  party  considera- 
tions, it  is  that  of  the  defence  of  the 
country.  'I  hope  thie  time  will  never 
«nne  when  honorable  members  on  this 
side  of  the  House  will  make  such  a  qut-i- 
tion  a  party  one. 

Dr.  Wilson.— Did  not  the  late  Govern- 
ment do  exactly  the  same  thing? 

Mr.  McDONALD.-wFor  the  sake  of 
argument,  I  will  admit  that  the  late  Go- 
vernment did  the  same  thing;  but  does 
that  justify  a  Government  doing  another 
wrong?  i  disapprove  altogether  of  this 
being  made  a  party  question,  but,  on  every 
possible  occasion,  the  Govonment  have 
scnight  to  make  it  so,  to  such  an  extent 
that,  at  the  last  mom^t,  after  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Government  had  been  sworn 
in,  they  thought  it  necessary  to  placate  the 
honorable  member  for  Brisbane.  That 
gentleman,  as  Honorary  Minister,  w  .1  s 
sworn  in  at  a  later  time  in  order  that  he 
might  be  appointed  the  representative  of 
the  Government  at  Ihe  Conference,  and 
that  was  the  only  opportunity  there  was 
of  assisting  him  in  that  particular  direction. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — That  is  not  so, 
and  I  ought  to  know,  because  I  was  there. 

Mr.  McDonald.— Why  was  it  that 
the  honorable  member  for  Brisbane  sat  on 
the  cross  benches?  Why  was  it  that  liie 
honorable  member  for  Parramatta  took  him 
from  the  cross  benches,  and  held  a  conver- 
sation with  him  in  the  comer? 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Because  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Brisbane  could  not  pre- 
viously be  foimd. 

Dr.  Wilson. — The  honorable  monber 
for  Brisbane  was  at  his  dentist's  all  the 
morning. 

Mr.  Mcdonald.  —  The  honorable 
member  for  Brisbane  contradicts  that  little 
statement,  and  says  he  was  about  the 
House. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  honorable 
member  told  me  the  opposite. 

Mr.      McDonald.  —  On  second 

thoughts,  the  Government  thought  it  neces- 
sary to  placate  the  honorable  member  for 
Brisbane,  Owing  to  the  influence  he  haci 
over  certain  honorable  members,  it  was 
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deemed  necessary  that  he  should  be  in 
the  Governtnent,  because  Ministers  knew 
that  their  positioo  would  not  be  secure 
unless  he  had  office.  In  order  to  get  the 
hoTKvaUe  meniber  for  Brisbane  'into  the 
Gmernment,  he  was  made  an  Honorary 
Minister,  and  then,  on  further  cmisidera- 
tion,  he  was  sent  to  the  Conference  to  get 
him  out  of  the  way. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Does  the  hcMior- 
able  member  really  believe  that? 

Mr.  McDonald.— I  do;  and  have  we 
no  riglit  to  protest  in  the  strongest  way 
against  the  action  of  the  Government,  the 
members  of  which  have  sacrificed  every 
principle — if  thev  ever  had  any  principles 
tj  sacrifice?  One  or  two  members  of  the 
Government  may  have  principles,  but  the 
great  bulk  have  none.  Does  the  right 
honorable  member  for  Swan  mean  to  tell 
me  that,  if  he  were  the  leader  of  a  strong 
Government,  he  wowld  send  to  an  Imperial 
Conference  a  man  who,  in  a  press  inter- 
view, had  ttEpreissed  views  diametrically 
opposed  to  those  of  the  Government? 

Mr.  Thom  A  s .  — The  right  honorable 
member  would  not  have  done  so  in 
Western  Australia. 

Mr.  ilcDONALD.— No ;  the  right  hon- 
orable member  would  have  prcxnptly  told 
such  a  man  that  there  was  no  rocxn  for 
him  in  the  Government.  There  was  ample 
t^portunity  to  have  obtained  other  repre- 
smtatives;  and  even  the  Melbourne  Age, 
which  practically  supports  the  Govern- 
ment, deprecated"  the  appdntment  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Brisbane,  saying 
that  it  was  most  deplorable  that  a  man 
should  lie  sent  who  was  opposed  to  their 
vie\vs.  and  that  the  only  hope  of  proper 
representation  would  be  in  sending  Sena- 
tor Pearce.  the  Minister  of  Defence  in  the 
late  Administration.  Paragraph  n  of 
His  Excellency's  speech  is  as  follows:  — 

The  scheme  for  the  establishment  of  an  Im- 
perial General  Staff  /or  the  Empire  has  been 
approved,  snbject  tp  efTective  local  control  being 
retained,  and  militarv  representatives  to  that 
staff  have  been  appointed. 

I  do  not  Icnmv  much  of  military  matters, 
or  what  the  constitution  of  such  a  body 
would  be,  but  I  .should  say  that,  if  we 
are  to  prepare  for  the  defence  of  the 
country,  it  must,  to  a  certain  extent,  be 
with  the  co-operation  of  the  Imperial 
Government,  and  that  we  rfiould  have  the 
best  possible  advice.  In  my  opinion  the 
late  Go\emment  took  tfie  proper  course 
T  dealing  with   this  important  question. 


There  were  these  further  appointoaents  to 
be  made,  and  I  desire  to  know  what  course 
the  Government  intend  to  take.  We 
are  engaged  in  discussing  the  Address-in- 
Reply,  and  yet  we  do  not  know  exactly  how 
they  prc^Kue  to  deal  with  this  v^  impor- 
tant question.  I  regret  that  they  have  not 
taleen  the  House  into  their  confidence,  and 
furnished  the  necessary  information.  Para- 
graph 12  of  the  speech  reads — 

As  a  contribution  towards  Imperial  Naval 
Defence,  and  for  the  more  effective  CoAStal 
Defence  of  Australia,  engagements  have  been 
entered  into  for  the  building  of  three  modem 
torpedo  boat  destroyers,  and  you  will  be  asked 
to  approve  of  a  policy  of  naval  coostructioo 
for  the  building  in  Australia  of  similat  ves- 
sels, as  well  as  fox  the  training  of  crews  to 
man  them. 

Every  one  will  remanber  how  those  en- 
gagements were  brought  about.     The  Go- 
vernment previously  led  by  the  haiorable 
member  for  BaJlarat  were  very  desirous 
that  a  Trust  Fund  should  be  established  for 
promoting    naval    construction,    and  the 
House  readily  voted  for  the  purpose  the 
sum  of  ^^250,000.    The  hoowable  gentle- 
man has  always  talked  about  what  he  was 
going  to  do  as  regards  coastal  defence*  and 
hud  a   sti^   backbone   when   he  had  a 
decent  majority  behind  him.    But  on  this 
question^  how  did  he  act  ?   Did  he  act  like 
a  man  who  was  sincere  in  his  professkxis 
about  securing  the  defence  of  this  country  ? 
Did  he  act  in  a  way  which  was  likely  to 
estaiblish  the  naval  policy  which  he  de- 
scribed in  that   famous  speech  extending 
over  four  hours  and  a  half?    Nothing  of 
the  kind.    Although  he  had  a  quarter  of  a 
million  pounds  at  his  disposal  to  initiate  a. 
system  of  coastal  defence,    yet   he  had 
neither  the  courage  nor  the  backbtme  to  use 
it  for  that  purpose.    I  offier  my  hearty  con- 
gratulations to  the  members  of  the  late  Go- 
vernment for  the  action  which  they  took. 
Knowing  that  the  money  had  been  voted 
for  promoting  coastal  defence,  they,  like 
wise  men,  turned  round  and  put  forward  a 
naval  policy.    In  the  first  place,  thev  de- 
cided that  two  boats  should  be  built  in 
England,  and  brought  out,  and  that  a  third 
boat  should  be  sent  out  in  parts,  to  be  put 
t<^;ether  here.  They  w«it  farther  than  that. 
In  order  to  encourage  local  industry,  and  to 
fill  onr  industrial  youth  with  enthusiasm, 
they  selected  in  the  different  States  a  num- 
ber of  competent  men  to  take  part  in  the 
construction  of   the  boats   in  England, 
and  to  return  to  Australia  to  assist,  not  only 
in  assembling  the  imported  parts,  but  in 
building  other  boats.    The  policj-  of  the 
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late  Government  embraced  the  constnjction 
of  nineteen  boats  in  all — namely,  two  in 
England  and  seventeen  in  Australia.  That 
would  have  meant  a  great  deal  to  Austra- 
lia and  its  workers,   especially    to  iron 
workers,  because  docks  and  ship-building 
yards  would  have  had  to  be  established.  1 
thoroughly  approve  of  the  statement  of  the 
late  Prime  Minister  at  Gympie  that  the 
time  had  arrived  when  we  should  have  our 
own  docks  and  ship-building  yards.  By 
that  means  we  should  be  in  a  position  to 
help  the  Mother  Country  to  a  far  greater 
extent  than  we  could  by  presenting  her 
with  a  Dreadnought  for  the  simple  reason 
that  she  is  not  in  a  position  to  build  vessels 
of  that  type  at  a  faster  rate  than  Germany. 
If  that  statement  is  true,  and  we  had  a 
dockyard  in  Victoria  and  in  New  South 
Wales  capable  of  building  Dreodnoughls, 
we  should  be  in  a  pKsition  to  r«ider  valu- 
able assistance  to  the  Mother  Country.  If 
the  time  should  ever  arrive  when  the  Old 
Country  was  in  need  of  Dreadnoughts,  we 
could  build  two,  probably  more.     If  any 
country  should  outrun  the  standard  set  by 
the  Imperial  Government,  we  could  inune- 
diately  go  to  their  rescue  and  undertake 
to  build  seme  Dreadnoughts.    That  is  the 
greatest  assistance  which  we  could  render 
to  the  Old  Country.    I  again  offer  my 
hearty  congratulations  to  the  late  Govern- 
ment for  3ie  action  they  took.      In  my 
opinioi,  their  policy  in  that  regard  was  a 
^)od  one.    In  rpite  of  all  the  taunts  and 
slors  which  have  been  hurled  by  honor- 
able members  opposite  at  the  proposed 
mosquito  fleet,  who  have  declared  that  it 
will  not  be  worth  anything  so  far  as  the 
defence  of  Australia  is  concerned,  have  not 
naval  authorities  in  this  community,  as  well 
as  in  other  parts  of,  the  Empire,  declared 
that  it  is  one  of  the  best  forms  of  defence 
which  could  be  adopted  bv  Australia  ?  The 
best  way  in  which  we  can  assist  the  Im- 
perial Government  to  defend  the  Empire  is 
by  taking  the  necessary  precautions  for  our 
own  defence.     In  these  circumstances  I 
r^ret  that  the  present  Government  have  not 
taken  a  more  definite  stand.    What  is  the 
proposal  of  its  leader?    It  is  merely  to 
build  three  or.  four  boats  at  the  outside. 
The  late  Government  were  prepared  to  build 
nineteen  boats,  but  the  present  Government 
seem  to  me  to  be  all  talk,  and  not  to  be 
prepared  to  do  anything.    Even  when  they 
had  ^250,000  in  a  Trust  fund,  with  par- 
liamentary authority  to  expend  it  in  the  con- 
struction of  boats  iot  naval  defence,  they 
had  not  the  courage  to  act.    It  was  left 
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to  the  Labour  Government  to  spend  the 
money  which  Parliament  had  voted  for  a 
specific  purpose.  I  think  that  they  took  a 
right  course  in  carrying  out  their  defence 
policy  as  far  as  they  did. 
Sifting  suspended  from  6.30  to  7.45  p.m. 

Mr.  McDonald.-  In  paragraph  15  of 
His  Excellency's  sju'ern,  I  find  the  state- 
ment— 

My  Advisers  recognise  that  the  effective  de- 
fence of  Australia  requires  a  vast  increase  of 
the  population,  and  that  a  comprehensive  policy 
of  immigration  is  urfjently  called  for;  but  that 
this  is  impossible  without  increasing  the  facili* 
ties  for  the  settlement  of  a  large  population 
on  the  land.  Deeming  this  matter  to  be  one 
of  extreme  urgency,  it  is  proposed  to  bring 
forward  at  the  earliest  possible  date  a  measure 
providing  for  the  progressive  taxation  of  unim- 
proved land  values,  which,  while  providing 
revenue,  will,  it  is  anticipated,  lead  to  the 
Buhdivi»ioD  of  large  estates  and  cause  extensive 
areas  to  be  thrown  open  to  settlement,  and  so 
offer  to  immigrants  those  inducements  which 
are  necessary  to  attract  them  in  large  numbers. 

I  shall  not  enlarge  upon  what  I  have  nl- 
ready  said  on  this  question  in  dealing  with 
land  taxation,  but  I  urgently  appeal  to  tho 
Government  to  take  the  earliest  possible 
steps  by  the  adoption  of  a  system  of  land 
taxation — which  I  believe  to  be  the  only 
effective  means  to  attain  the  end  in  - 
for  the  settlement  of  a  large  population 
upon  the  lands  of  this  country.  Hy 
that  means  the  lands  now  held  by 
a  few  monopolists,  who  do  not  fully 
utilize  them,  might  be  settled  by  thousands 
of  people.  I  heartily  congratulate  the  late 
Government  upon  the  action  they  proposed 
to  take  in  this  connexicvi.  Frran  the  ex- 
pressions of  opinion  we  have  heard 
throughout  the  Commonwealth,  I  believe 
the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  a  land  tax 
will  be  imposed  for  Commonwealth  pur- 
poses. Some  honorable  members  say  tluit 
they  thoroughly  believe  in  land  taxation, 
and  that  a  land  tax  ought  to  be  imposed 
at  the  earliest  possible  moment,  but  they 
go  on  to  say  that  for  the  Commonwealth  to 
impose  it  would  be  to  interfere  with  the 
powers  reserred  to  the  States.  They  thus 
shelve  the  settlement  of  the  question,  and 
on  the  other  hand  the  States  Govern- 
ments contend  that  for  ordinary  purposo^^ 
sufficient  revenue  can  be  derived  from  Cus- 
toms and  Excise,  and  that  if  additionnl 
revenue  is  required,  it  is  the  Federal  Go- 
vernment that  should  impose  land  taxation. 
Whilst  the  question  is  being  bandied  about 
between  the  Commonwealth  and  States  Go- 
vernments nothing  is  daoC;- _  ify,  own 
opinion   is  that^^lP^llfte^-^'ettrigJfcwealth 
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Government    do   not   take   the  question 
seriously  in  hand,  the  closer  settlement  of 
our  sparsely  populated  areas  will  never 
take  place.    Apart   from  all  party  con- 
siderations, I  think  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
Federal  Government  to  take  action  in  the 
matter,  and  I  again  congratulate  the  late 
Government  on  having  proposed  to  do  so. 
We  know  that  it  was  the  one  proposal  that 
they  submitted  which  brought  about  their 
defeat,  owing  to  the  fact  that  financial  in- 
stitutions that  have  been  so  largely  in\x>Ived 
in  land  tr^sactions  in  this  country,  and 
otherb  whose  vested  interests  were  assailed, 
brouj;ht  pressure  to  bear  upon  honorable 
members  now    forming   the  Go\'ernment 
party  to  sink  their-  opinions  in  order  to 
stave  off  the  proposed  land  taxation.  But 
just  so  surelv  as  we  are  here  this  evening  the 
rime  will  come  when  land  taxation  will  be 
imposed,  despite  any  fusion  of  political 
parties,  or  any  attempt  to  coerce  Parliament 
]>y  the  financial  institutions.  Paragraph 
lis  of  the  speech  refers  to  the  Northern 
Territory,  and  I  have  already  made  some 
references  to  the  proposed  transfer  of  that 
Territory  to  the  Commonwealth.    I  am 
reminded  by  the   honorable   member  for 
Grey  that  the  Northern  Territory  embraces 
an  area  of  335.000,000  acres,  and  though 
we  are  aware  that  it  possesses  magnificent 
resources,  it  is  idle  to  talk  of  its  develop- 
ment unless  we  are  prepared  to  undertake 
the  expenditure  of  \-ery   large   sums  of 
money.  *    There  is  a  portion  of  country 
fronting  the  Gulf  of  Carpentaria  which  is 
practically  unknown  to  many  Australians, 
and  I  make  bold  to  say  that  in  that  tract  of 
country,  there  is  a  new  province  jet  to  be 
added  to  the  Commonwealth.    I  take  the 
country  from  the  Batavia  River,  which  runs 
from  about  150  miles  inland  into  the  Gulf 
of  Carpentaria,  down  to  the  Barkly  table- 
land, extending  from  Camooweal  for  about 
300  miles,  into  the  Northern  Territory. 
That  tableland  is   the   principal  water- 
shed of  a  number  of  rivers  running  into 
the  Gulf,  such  as  the   Roper  and  Mac- 
arthur  in  the  Northern  Territory,  and  on 
the  Queensland   side  the   Albert,  Leich- 
hardt,  and  several  others.   These  are  per- 
ennial streams,  carrying  large   bodies  of 
water,  and  the  magnificent  flats   to  be 
found  along  those  rivers  are  capable  of 
carrying  a  large  population.   I  regret  very 
much  that  honorable   members  generally 
have  not  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  that 
HDiagnificent  country,  and  of   judging  its 
■abilities  for  themselves.     I  feel  sure 
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that  if  they  saw  it  they  would  realiK,  as 
I  do,  that  it  represents  practically  a  new 
and  valuable  province  for  the  ComiZMXi- 
wealth.  But  I  repeat  that  we  cannot  ex- 
pect to  develop  that  territory  without  the 
expenditure  of  a  very  considerable  sum  of 
money.  The  sooner  that  is  realized  the 
better.  Judging  from  what  we  have  seen 
in  the  press,  the  Prime  Minister  intends 
to  ask  the  House  to  confirm  an  agreement 
for  the  transfer  of  the  Northern  TMTitory 
to  the  CoimiHHiwealth ;  but  it  is  useless 
for  us  to  consent  to  that  transfer  unless 
we  are  prepared  to  develop  the  Territory. 
T  personally  regret  that  Papua  is  not  being^ 
developed  as  I  should  like  to  see  it  de- 
veloped, and  if  we  are  to  take  the  same 
course  with  the  Northern  Territory,  all 
talk  about  locking  the  back  door  of  Aus- 
tralia a  gain  St  the  invasion  of  Asiatic 
hordes  is  only  so  much  sham  and  hypo- 
crisy. Unless  we  are  prepared  to  face 
the  verj'  considerable  expenditure  which 
will  be  im-olved  in  the  proper  develop- 
ment of  the  Northern  Territorv,  we  should 
not  take  it  over  from  South  Australia. 
Where  is  the  money  which  will  be  re- 
quired for  its  development  to  come  from? 

Mr.  TiLLEv  Brown. — Can  we  not  get 
it  from  a  land  tax? 

Mr.  McD0N.4LD.— We  were  quite 
prepared  to  impose  land  taxati(H)  to  pro- 
vide the  funds  necessary  to  carry  out 
Commonwealth  obligations,  but  the  honor- 
able member  for  Indi  and  his  friends  are 
not  _  prepared  to  adopt  that  means  of 
raising  revenue.  I  know  that  their  idea 
is  to  tax  the  unfortunate  tea-drinkers  of 
this  country.  They  want  a  tax  levied  upon 
tea.  They  favour  any  form  of  taxation 
which  will  remove  the  burden  from  the 
shoulders  of  those  whb  are  best  able  to 
liear  it,  and  place,  it  upon  the  masses  of 
the  people. 

Dr.  LiDDELL.— The  honorable  member  is 
ready  enough  to  tax  the  workers  when  it 
suits  him  to  do  so. 

Mr.    McDONALD.-^When  the  hoDor-- 
able  member  catches  me  voting  in  the  direc- 
tion he  suggests,  it  will  be  time  enough  for 
him  to  talk.     Paragraph  17  of  the  Gc>- 
vernor-General's  speech  reads — 

Proposals  will  be  submitted  to  you  for  the 
amendment  of  the  Constitution  to  enable  Par- 
liament to  protect  the  interests  of  the  consuinvr 
and  insure  a  fair  and  reasonable  wage  to  every 
worker  in  the  Commonwealth. 

That  has  reference  to  the  question  of  the 
new  protection,  w-jth,,  wj^cQ(^|^ready 
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dealt  at  scMQe  length.  I  do  not  propose  to 
again  traverse  the  same  ground.  Para- 
graph 18  leads — 

Following  upon  the  Seat  of  Government  Act 
passed  last  session,  and  the  selection  of  the 
Yass-Canberra  district  as  the  site  of  the  Federal 
Capital,  surveys  and  negotiations  are  proceed- 
ing, and  it  is  con'fidentlv  expected  that  final 
arrangements  for  the  acquisition  of  the  Federal 
Territory  will  shortly  be  completed. 

As  one  who  last  sessicxi  voted  for  the  Yass- 
Canberra  site,  I  was  hopeful  that  our  deci- 
sioa  upcm  that  occasion  would  have  finally 
determined  this  matter.  But  it  now 
transpires  that  the  territory  whirh  Parlia- 
ment selected  is  not  so  suitable  for  the 
purposes  of  a  Federal  Capital  as  we  thought 
it  was.  The  sur\'eyor  who  was  deputed  to 
make  the  necessary  surv^s,  has  reported 
that  the  only  water  supply  obtainable  in 
that  territory  would  be  by  means  of  a 
costly  ptmiping  scheme,  and  that  it  would 
then  only  be  sufficient  to  generate  electricity 
to  the  extent  of  swne  3,000  or  4,000  horse-, 
power.  If  that  be  so,  the  time  has  arrived 
when  we  ought  to  reccmsider  our  decision 
in  this  matter.  I  regret  very  much  that 
the  surveyor  has  reported  adversely  to  our 
preconceived  ideas  in  this  connexion.  The 
next  paraf^raph  in  the  Vice-Regal  speech 
states — 

A  measure  providing  for  the  appointment  of 
a  High  Commissioner,  urgent  on  many  grounds, 
will  be  submitted  for  your  consideration. 

We  all  know  that  a  Bill  of  this  kind  has 
been  talked  over  ever  since  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Commonwealth.  It  has  been 
prtMnised  by  successive  Governments,  whe- 
ther for  the  purpose  of  placating  supporters 
or  not,  I  do  nc^  know.  I  should,  how- 
ever, like  to  know  what  is  going  to  be  d<Mie 
in  this  matter,  and  who  is  to  receive  the 
appcnntment.  Quite  re(%ntly,  I  read  a 
report  in  one  of  the  newspapers  to  the 
effect  that  the  Fisher  Government  had  con- 
sidered the  advisahnlity  of  granting  the 
High  CcMimiissicHier  emoltmients  to  the  tune 
of  ;^io,ooo  annually.  I  have  consulted 
various  members  of  the  late  Government 
upon  this  point,  and  every  one  of  them  has 
assured  me  that  he  had  never  previously 
heard  the  matter  mentioned.  Yet,  the  press 
endeavoured  to  buttress  the  suggested  pay- 
ment of  ^10,000  annually  to  the  High 
Commissioner,  by  alleging  that  that  was 
the  sum  which  the  Labour  Government  ap- 
proved of  giving  to  the  occupant  of  that 
distinguished  office.  Various  journals  ad- 
vocate the  granting  of  a  salary  of  ;^5,ooo 
to  the  High  Commissioner  with  very  liberal 


allmvances — allowances  which  would  prac- 
tically total  another  ;^5,ooo.  Where  is  all 
this  money  to  come  from  ?  fiefore  we  are 
asked  to  vote  such  a  large  sum,  we  should 
know  who  is  to  receive  the  appbintment. 
The  names  of  several  honorable  members 
have  been  mentiwied  in  this  connexion.  I 
recognise  the  qualifications  of  swue  of 
them ;  but  I  hope  that  none  of  the  remainder 
will  ever  have  an  opportunity  of  represent- 
ing Australia  in  the  Old  Country."  The 
right  honorable  member  for  East  Sydney 
has  been  spoken  of  a?  the  first  High  Com- 
missioner ;  and,  while  I  do  not  agree  with 
him  politically,  I  must  admit  that  his  quali- 
fications are  a  long  way  ahead  of  tho$e  of 
any  other  person  whose  name  has  been 
mentioned.  Whether  or  not  he  will  be 
selected  for  the  office,  I  do  not  know.  This 
reference  leads  me  naturally  to  a  practice 
affecting  the  composition  of  Governments 
in  this  Parliament  which  I  cannot  regard  as 
other  than  a  serious  violation  of  the  Con- 
stitution. When  the  first  Commonwealth 
Government  was  established,  it  contained 
seven  Cabinet  Ministers.  A  little  later,  an 
additional  Minister  was  added.  Then, 
only  a  sessimi  agcj,  we  witnessed  the  re- 
markable spectacle  of  the  present  Prime 
Minister  appointing  the  Government  Whip 
as  Secretary  to  the  Cabinet.  T  do  not 
know  exactly  what  was  meant  bv  that  office, 
but  certainiv  the  idea  prompting  its  crea- 
tion was  to  confer  upon  the  Government 
Whip,  c^cial  rank.  In  order  to  obtain  a 
majoritv,  the  present  Government  have 
found  it  necessary  to  add  two  more  Hon- 
orarv  Ministers  to  its  ranks.  Tf  this  sort 
of  thing  is  to  continue,  why  should  there 
not  be  ten  Honorary  Ministers,  if  the  adop- 
tion of  that  course  be  necessary  to  placate 
its  supporters  ? 

Mr.  Mathews. — Probably  there  will  be, 
later  on. 

Mr.  McDonald.— Probably.  If  llie 
Government  are  to  be  permitted  to  increase 
the  number  of  Honorary  Ministers  at  their 
discretion,  it  is  about  time  that  ihe  coun- 
try dealt  with  the  question,  and  definitelv 
stated  in  the  Constitution  how  many  Cabinet 
Ministers  there  should  be. 

Mr.  Palmer. — There  has  never  been 
more  than  seven  Ministers  of  State. 

Mr.  McDonald.— Then,  what  is  the 
Prime  Minister  now?  Is  he  not  a  Minister 
of  State?  He  is  holding  office  without 
portfolio,  and  otlier  Ministers  are  holding 

portfolios  only  because  it  was  necessary  to 
placate  certain  members,  in  order  that  the 


300   Qowmor-QeneraPa  Speech  :  [REPRESENTATIVES.]  Address-tn-Beply. 


Government  might  obtain  a  majority, 
[f  it  was  necessary  to  take  in  more  mem- 
bers, why  should  there  not  be  twelve, 
fourteen,  eighteen,  or  twenty  members  of 
the  Catnnet?  It  might  in  some  cases  be 
necessary  to  make  so  many  appointmmits 
in  order  to  enable  a  Government  to  re- 
tain power.  If  we  do  not  impose  a  limi- 
tatj<m  we  shall  have  bribery  and  ccHTUp- 
lion  in  the  political  life  of  this  Parliament. 

Dr.  Wilson. — There  is  not  much  bri- 
l>ery  attaclied  to  an  honorary-  minister- 
ship. • 

Mr.  Mcdonald.— Does  not  the  hon- 
orablp  member  know  that  these  Honorary 
Ministers  do  not  hold  their  positions  for 
nothing?    Everv  one  of  them  is  paid. 

Mr.  Hans  Irvine. — ^Why  should  they 
not  be? 

Mr.  McDonald.— I  am  not  objecting 
to  that ;  but  my  point  is  that  this  system 
conduces  to  corruption,  which  is  one  of 
the  worst  things  that  can  happen  to  anv 
Parliament.  We  talk  about  "Tammany  " 
in  America.  Why,  it  is  not  a  bit  worse 
(han  the  action  taken  by  the  Prime  Min- 
ister on  this  occasion. 

Mr.  Roberts. — The  Government  were 
forced  to  take  in  the'  honorable  member 
for  Brisbane. 

^fr.  McDonald.— They  were  abso- 
lutely forced.  The  appointment  was  only 
made  at  the  last  moment.  It  was  done 
in  this  House,  nOt  outside. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis.— Tt  is  a  scandal  that 
tile  honorable  memU-r  for  Brisbane  was  ever 
taken  in. 

Mr.  McDonald.— Of  course,  it  is. 
I  say  again  that  that  appointment  was 
made  in  this  House,  and  not  outside. 
This  is  a  very  serious  matter.  I  mention 
it  because  the  High  Ccmmis^onership 
*ipems  to  be  another  appointment  which  the 
Government  contemplate  making  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment,  in  order  to  try 
to  secure  their  position  on  the  Treasury 
bench. 

Dr.  Wilson. — How  can  they  do  that? 
If  they  make  the  appointment  they  lose  a 
m«nber. 

Dr.  LiDDELL. — Was  not  Mr.  Staniforth 
Smith  sent  to  Papua  at  the  instance  of  the 
Labour  Party,  in  return  for  his  services  in 
another  place  ?    It  was  nothing  but  a  bribe. 

Mr.  McDonald.— I  would  not  reply 
to  that  interjection,  except  that  the  press 
will  in  all  probability  carefully  record  it, 
and  it  would  be  believed,  unless  it  were 
replied  to.     Let  me  tell  the  honorable 


member  that  the  gentlenan  who  now  holds 
the  position  referred  to  in  Papua  was  not 
a  member  of  Parliament  when  appointed ; 
he  was  never  a  member  of  the  Labour 
Party,  and  it  was  not  the  Labour  Govern- 
ment that  appcnnted  him.  He  was  a 
memb»^  of  the  Deakia  party^  of  which 
the  honorable  member  for  Hunter  is  a 
suppOTter  at  the  present  time. 

Dr.  LiDDELL. — It  was  through  the  La- 
bour Party  that  his  appMntment  was 
forced. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber does  not  know  anything  about  the 
matter. 

Dr.  Liddell. — Yes,  I  do. 

Mr.  Mcdonald.— The  appomtment 
of  Mr.  Staniforth  Smith  to  Papua  was 
made  by  the  Prime  Minister,  of  whom 
the  honorable  member  is  at  present  such 
an  obedient  follower. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — It  was  a  «rv  proper 
appointment,  toa 

Mr.  McDonald. — Another  measure 
that  has  been  before  Parliament  for  a 
considerable  time  is  the  Navigation  Bill. 
The  country  was  put  to  considerable  ex- 
pense in  the  appointment  of  a  Roj'al  Com- 
mission to  collect  evidence  on  the  subject, 
and  furnished  Parliament  with  a  very 
valuable  document.  But  ikw  we  find  that 
the  measure  has  been  hung  up,  I  trust, 
however,  that  at  the  earliest  opportunity 
it  will  be  passed.  It  is  another  measure 
that  the  Labour  Ministry  attempted  to 
push  forward,  and  which  the  present  Go- 
vernment have  refused  to  have  anything 
at  all  to  do  with.  While  the  late  Go- 
vernment  were  in  <rffice  they  did  very  good 
work  in  the  interests  of  the  Common- 
wealth. It  is  a  very  pleasant  thing  for 
me  as  a  member  of  the  Labour  Party  to  be 
able  to  stand  here  and  sav  that  we' had  a 
Government  in  office  which,  during  it"?  six 
or  seven  months  of  administrative  life, 
carried  out  a  policy  which  has  not  been  the 
subject  of  a  single  indictment  from  the 
other  side.  Honorable  members  opposite 
have  not  ventured  to  say  that  thev  dissent 
from  the  administrative  acts  of  the'  late  Go- 
vernment. I  congratulate  the  members  of 
the  La^MMir  Government  upon  occupying 
such  an  unique  position  that  neither  their 
policy  has  been  assailed,  nor  their  adminis- 
tration attacked. 

Mr.  Palmer.— There  are  a  few  little 
blots  on  their  administration. 

Mr.  Mcdonald.— It  is  easy  for  the 
honorable  member  to  sav  /l^tiLtberf^ie  a 
few  blots  on  theDi«EHfetjSt%2gttf  the 
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Labour  Government,  and  small  blots  at 
that.  But  the  honorable  member  does  not 
tell  us  what  they  are.  I  make  bold  to  say 
that  if  he  kne^v  of  any  faults  which 
could  be  foimd  with  the  administration  of 
the  Labour  Government,  he  would  be  one  of 
the  very  first  to  point  out  to  the  people 
■of  this  country  exactly  what  they  were. 

Dr.  LiDDELL. — The  administration  was 
rotten. 

Wr.  Palmer.— There  was  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  ;^25o,ooo  for  instance. 

Mr.  McDonald.— The  expenditure  of 
the  ;^25o,ooo  was  one  of  the  very  best 
things  that  the  Labour  Government  did.  I 
like  to  reply  to  intelligent  interjections,  and 
let  me  tell  the  honorable  member  for 
Hunter  tlwt  when  he  makes  the  bold  state- 
ment that  the  administration  of  the  late 
Government  was  "rotten,"  I  can  only  re- 
ply that  he  does  not  know  what  he  is  talk- 
ing about.  If  he  knows  that  the  adminis- 
tration was  rotten,  he  is  failing  in  hi.s 
duty  as  a  member  of  this  House  in  not 
showing  the  rottenness.  Either  he  has  not 
sufficient  intelligence  to  show  that  the  ad- 
ministraticHi  was  rotten,  or  else  the  state- 
ment is  a  mere  bald  one  not  worth  taking 
notice  of.  The  expenditure  of  the 
^250,000  was,  as  I  have  said,  one  of  the 
best  things  that  the  Labour  Government 
did.  and  the  reason  why  honorable  mem- 
bers opposite  are  crying  out  about  it  is  that 
the  Governnient  which  they  support  did  not 
have  the  opportunity  of  spending  the 
money.  Why  did  not  the  Deakin  Govern- 
ment spend  it  ?  Because  the  present 
Prime  Minister  had  not  the  courage.  Hon- 
orable members  like  the  honorable  member 
for  Hunter  and  the  honorable  member  for 
Echuca  never  lost  an  opportunity  of  taunt- 
ing the  present  Prime  Minister  with 
his  want  of  backbcxie.  The  hon- 
orable member  for  Indi  used  to  taunt 
the  honorable  member  for  Ballarat 
with  want  of  courage  and  backbone;  but 
now  both  he  and  the  honorable  member  for 
Echuca  sit  behind  that  honorable  gentle- 
man, and  do  exactlv  what  they  are  told  by 
him  to  do.  *^ 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown. — I  shall  give  the 
honorable  member  the  two  drinks  he  spoke 
of  if  he  will  prove  that  statement  by  a  re- 
ference to  Hansard. 

'  Mr.  Mcdonald.  —  The  honorable 
member  knows  that  I  am  a  teetotaller.  The 
honorable  member  for  Robertson,  in  a 
straightforward  and  honest  criticism  pub- 
lished in  the  Sydney  Dotty  Telegraphy  on 
the  1 8th  of  this  month,  denounced  the  pre- 


sent Government  in  very  strong  terms.  As 
the  document,  though  remarkable  and  very 
important,  is  a  long  one,  I  shall  quote  only 
a  portion  of  it.  In  the  ccmcluding  para- 
graph, the  honorable  member  said — 

The  last  Federal  election  ia  this  State  was 

a  campaign  against  Socialism.  "Anti-Soci.iHsm" 
was  the  election  cry.  The  sneaking  io  of 
higher  duties  was  not  in  contemplation.  It  is 
but  reasonable  the  electors  should  be  taken  ioto 
confidence  by  Mr.  Cook,  and  informed  if  they 
are  committed  to  the  "  new"  Protection  pro- 
posals of  Mr.  Deakia.  If  they  are  not,  they 
should  be  given  a  definite  statement  with  regard 
to  the  heavy  duties  that  are  foisted  upon  them. 

The  Deakin-Cook  majority  is  small  and  un- 
certain ;  the  members  forming  it  are  bent  upon 
faith  being  kept  with  the  people.  Humiliation 
and  defeat  may  overtake  the  Government  at 
any  sitting.  An  appeal  to  the  country  is  the 
solution  of  the  difficulty. 

The  honorable  member  has  taken  an  hon- 
orable course  in  seating  himself  on  the 
cross  benches.  Before  a  fusi(m  was  arrived 
at  by  the  sacrifice  of  the  principles  of  a 
lifetime,  those  trying  to  bring  it  about 
should  have  had  the  h<»iesty  and  decency 
to  appeal  to  the  electors  for  their  sanctifm. 
The  honorable  member  for  Parramatta  has 
told  representatives  of  the  press,  at  several 
interviews,  that  Labour  members  least  of 
all  are  ready  to  go  before  the  people;  but 
I  speak  for  every  member  of  the  party  when 
I  say  that  I  should  be  prepared  to  go  be- 
fore the  electors  to-morrow.  Those  who 
are  afraid  to  go  to  the  country  are  the  Min- 
isterial supporters.  What  has  brought 
about  this  coalition?  Is  not  the  reasm 
given  by  the  Prime  Minister  the  statement 
that  the  Labour  Party  is  opposing  the  re- 
election of  himself  and  his  followers?  He 
has  gone  round  the  coimtry  saying  that  the 
Labour  Party  is  organizing  to  win  his  seat 
and  the  seats  of  those  behind  him. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^The  hcmorable 
member  speaks  with  his  tCKigue  in  his  cheek 
when  he  says  that  he  is  dying  to  go  before 
the  electors. 

Mj.  McDonald.— The  Minister  of 
Defence  pretends  to  be  bappy.  although 
really  most  unccHnfortable.  I  do  not  say 
that  he  is  uncomfortable  because  he  has 
changed  his  views.  He  has  done  that 
whene\er  he  thought  he  could  gain  a  per- 
sonal advantage  by  doing  so.  I  do  not  find 
fault  with  him.  The  matter  is  one  for  his 
constitutents  to  deal  with. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  do  not  wish  to 
go  to  the  country,  and  I  am  sure  that  the 
honorable  member  does  not. 

Mr.  Mcdonald.— The  Minister  can- 
not divine  my  thoughts.  I  sb^tiiUd  be  pre- 
pared to  go  to  the  cotmtry  to-morFow.  '! 
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have  as  good  a  chance  of  getting  back  agaip 
as  has  the  honorable  member. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— I  do  not  deny  that. 
Mr  McDonald.— Nothing  would  suit 
me  and  Labour  members  generally  better 
than  to  go  to  the  country  at  once.  m 
honorable  member  for  Indi  does  not  wish 
for  a  general  election,  because  he  knows 
that  this  is  the  first  and  only  Federal  Far- 
liament  in  which  he  will  hold  a  seat.  The 
relations  between  the  parties  to  this  fusion, 
which  is  said  to  be  such  a  happy  one,  are 
rather  peculiar.     It  is  difficult  to  mfiagme 
the  honorable  member  for  Batman  hanging 
lound  the  neck  of  the  honorable  manber 
for  Parkes.     Indeed,  the  members  of  the 
late  Deakin  Party  are  ashamed  to  enter 
the  room  where  the  other  "fusion"  mem- 
bers meet,  and  are  trying  to  annex  the  old 
room  held  by  the   now   defunct  Liberal 
Partv.    Is  this  because  they  are  preparing 
themselves  for  another  somersault,  or  an- 
other desertion  ?    I  should  not  be  surprised 
at  hearing  of  the  leader  of  the  Government 
preparing  to  desert  any  one  at  any  timo. 
He  deserted  the  Reid-McLean  Ministry, 
and  tried  to  make  out  that  the  right  hon- 
orable member  for  East  Sydney  told  an  un- 
truth in  connexion  with  his  action,  although 
he  came  into  the  Chamber  with  a  certain 
motion  in  his  pocket.     The  country  ought 
to  know  these  things.     As  I  have  al- 
ready said,  I  am  not  anRry  at  the  pre- 
sent state   of   afFairs.      Our   partv  has 
great  reason  to  be  proud  of  the  fact  that 
its  growing  strength  has  compelled  members 
of  other  parties  to  sink  the  principles  of  a ' 
lifetime   in   order    to   obtain    a  coali- 
tion   which    mav    hinder   our  prepress. 
Honorable    members    opposite,  however, 
have  no  hope  of  stopping  our  progress.  It 
is  the  knowledge  of  this  that  has  caused  so 
much  alarm,  not  only  on  their  part,  but 
amongst  the  capitalistic  section  of  the  com- 
munitv, 

Mr.'  Sampson.— There  has  not  been 
much  complaint  from  this  side. 

Mr.  McDonald.— I  sympathize  with 
the  honorable  member,  who  I  know  is  very 
sorry  that  he  was  not  selected  as  a  member 
of  the  Ministry. 

Mr.  Roberts. — There  is  hope  yet.  The 
honorable  member  may  still  be  made  an 
Honorarv  Minister. 

Mr.  McDonald.— Quite  so.  ■  I  bid 
him  be  of  good  cheer.  If  he  assumes  the 
A  r^e  of  the  candid  friend  he  will  probably 
btain  a  position  in  the  Ministry  in  a  very 

ort  time. 

Dr.  Carty  Salmon.— Was  not  the  hon- 
ble  member's  own  name  voted  upon  on 


one  occasion  for  a  position  in  the  Lalxmr 
Ministry  ?  _ 
Mr.  McDonald.— That  IS  true.  I 
was  among  the  number,  but  got  left.  I 
did  not,  however,  cry  about  it.  May  1 
ask  whv  the  honorable  member  for  Laiine- 
coorie  refuses  to  make  use  of  the  Coalition 
Party's  room— why  he  desires  to  use  the 
little  room  in  the  comer?  Is  the  honor- 
able member  ashamed  of  the  Coalition 
Party  ?  I  should  like  to  say,  in  conclusion, 
that  when  I  entered  the  House  this  after- 
noon I  had  not  the  slightest  intention  of 
speaking.  I  should  not  have  risen,  but  for 
the  contemptible  action    of    the  Prime 

Minister  

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Order.     The  honor- 
able member  must  withdraw  that  remark. 

Mr.  McDonald.— I  withdraw  it,  sir, 
and  regret  having  used  it.  I  repeat  that  I 
should  not  have  spoken  this  afternoon,  but 
for  the  attempt  of  the  Prime  Minister  to 
stifle  discussion.  True,  that  attempt  did 
not  succeed,  but  I  cannot  exonerate  hun 
from  the  effort  to  stifle  discussion.  Ihe 
business  of  the  House  will  not  be  faali- 
tatcd  by  such  tactics. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— But  the  honorable 
member's  party  is  not  going  to  let  us  do 
anything,  we  are  told. 

'Mr.   Mcdonald.— If   we  desired,  I 
dare  say  that  we  could  pre\ent  the  Govern- 
ment from  pushing  on  with  business. 
Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— Go  right  ahead. 
Mr.    McDonald.— As  a  matter  of 
fact,  I  have  never  heard  such  an  intention 
mentioned  by  our  party.     It  was  piirely 
because  of  the  action  of  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter in  trying  to  shufile  out  of  doing  some- 
thing that  ought  to  have  been  done  that  I 
rose  to  speak  this  afternoon.    He  knows 
that  it  has  been  the  custom  under  similar 
circumstances  to  allow  a  full  discussion  of 
a  Ministerial  statement.      When  he  came 
into  office,  on  the  second  occasion,  he  laid 
on  the  table  of  the  House  a  certain  paper, 
and  bavins  made  a  statement,  invited  the 
fullest  discussion.    That  course  was  also 
pursued  by  the  late  Prime  Minister,  and 
by  the  honorable  member  for  South  Sydney 
when  his  Administratiqji  came  into  office. 
The  honorable  member  for  East  Sydnev 
also  afforded  ample  opportunity  for  full 
discussion  on  the  programme  submitted  bv 
his  Ministr\-.    The  leader  of  the  presmt 
Government,  howe^■er.  tried  to  prevent  dis- 
cussion.    I  am  pleased  to  say  that  he  did 
not  succeed. 

Mr.  Deakin. — The  whole  of  the  honor- 
able member's  speech  has  been  made  under 
the  ample  opportunity  that  offered  under 
any  circumstances. 
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Mr.  McDonald.— The  honorable 
member  knows  well  that  he  tried  to  si'iRe 
discussion. 

Mr.  Deakin. — That  is  incorrect. 

Mr.  McDonald. — Even  sinc^r  tlie  ad- 
journment for  dinner,  overtures  have  been 
made  to  the  honorable  member  to  take  a 
reasonable  course,  but  he  has  refused  to  do 
so. 

Mr.  Deakin. — A  reasonable  course  !  1 
offered,  if  we  were  asked,  to  asree  to  allow 
the  debate  to  be  closed  in  order  that  notice 
of  a  more  serious  motion  might  be  given, 
only  requesting  that  I  should  have  an  op- 
portunity again  to  suggest  that  this  useless 
and  purposeless  debate  on  the  Address-in- 
Replv  should  be  set  aside. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Very  unsatis- 
factory. 

Mr.  Mcdonald.— In  the  first  place, 
this  afternoon,  before  a  word  had  been 
said  on  this  motion,  the  honorable  gentle- 
man wished  to  close  the  debate.  After 
it  had  been  carried  rm  for  two  hours  or 
more,  he  made  the  proposal  that  we  should 
allow  the  debate  to  go  by  the  board,  and 
discuss  something  else. 

Mr.  Deakin. — ^Which  would  open  up 
everything. 

Mr.  McDonald.— What  right  has  the 
Prime  Minister  to  determine  wiiat  should 
be  our  course  of  acticm  on  a  question  like 
this?  The  motion  now  under  discussion 
enables  us  to  debate  many  questicxis  that 
we  could  not  otherwise  d^l  with. 

Mr.  Deakin. — ^The  honorable  member 
knows  that  the  motion  mentioned  was  not 
specific,  and  would  permit  of  a  general 
debate. 

Mr.  McDonald. — I  have  never  seen 
it.  Unlike  the  honorable  member,  I  am 
not  a  thought  reader  or  a  spiriti:alist,  and 
so  not  having  seen  the  motion,  cannot 
speak  as  to  its  purport.  I  have  been 
speaking  .since  the  debate  on  the  nK^on 
for  the  Addre^-in-Reply  was  resumed  this 
afternoon,  so  that  it  was  impc»sible  for 
me  to  know  what  was  being  done.  I  know 
that  nothing  was  done  in  caucus  this 
morning. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown. — If  there  had  been 
we  should  not  know  what  it  was. 

Mr.  Mcdonald.— If  the  honorable 
member  did  know  what  was  being  done  he 
would  probably  be  unable  to  understand  it. 
However,  I  have  only  to  say  tha.t  if  the 
Oovemment  choose  to  adopt  sudi  tactics 
tbey  are  welawne  to  them,  for  I  feel  that 
they  will  do  the  Ministerial  party  ck)  good, 
and  will  certainly  do  us  no  barm. 


Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume)  [7.34]. 
— Before  I  proceed  to  discuss  the  motion, 
I  should  like  to  ask  whether  the  Prime 
Minister  will  agree  to  the  adjournment  of 
the  debate?  • 

Mr.  Deakin. — If  I  may  reply  by  inter- 
jection, I  should  be  most  happy  to  let  this 
debate  go;  but  as  honorable  members  will 
then  have  before  them  a  motion  on  which 
anything  and  e^'crything  can  be  debated, 
they  ought  to  allow  the  debate  on  the 
Addres3-in-RepIy  to  close.  I'hey  will  then 
have  had  three  debates,  each  of  them  un- 
limited. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  Prime 
Minister  has  refused  my  request. 

Mr.  Deakin. — I  have  offered  

Mr.  Fisher. — The  debate  on  our  policy 
was  stifled.  This  is  the  fmly  motion  on 
which  we  can  debate  it. 

Mr.  Deakin. — ^The  honorable  member 
may  make  

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Order  I  The  honor- 
able member  for  Hume  will  proceed. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  Prime 
Minister  has  refused  a  very  reascxiable  re- 
quest. 

Mr.  Deakin. — If  the  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition wishes  it  I  will  not  refuse  the  request. 
Mr.  Fisher. — I  do. 

Debate  (on  motion  by  Sir  William 
Lyne)  adjourned. 

PARLIAMENTARY  WITNESSES 
BILL. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  announced  the  receipt 
of  a  message  from  the  S«iate  requesting 
the  House  of  Representatives  to  resume 
consideraticm  of  this  Bill,  which  had  been 
transmitted  for  omcurrence  during  the  ses- 
sion 1 907  -8,  and  proceeded  with  last 
sessitxi. 

BILLS  OF  EXCHANGE  BILL. 
Mr.  SPEAKER  announced  the  receipt 
of  a  message  from  the  Senate,  requesting 
the  House  of  Representatives  to  resume 
consideration  of  this  Bill,  which  had  been 
transmitted  for  concurrence  during  the  ses- 
sion 1907-8,  and  proceeded  with  last  session. 

MOTION  OF  WANT  OF 

CONFIDENCE. 

Mr.  FISHER  (Wide  Bay)  [8.35].— I 
desire,  by  have,  to  give  notice  that  to- 
morrow I  shall  move — 

That  the  Government  doei  not  possess  the 
confidence  of  this  House, 

Leave  granted  ;  notice  given. 

House  adp»tifl'tfyaVB^^.C 
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Thursday,  24  June,  igog. 


The  President  took  the  chair  at  2.30 
p.m.,  and  read  prayers. 

MINISTERIAL  STATEMENT. 

Motion  of  Want  of  Confidence. 

Senator  MILLEN  (New  South  Wales- 
Vice-President  of  the  Executive  Council) 
[2.31]. — I  desire  to  make  an  intimation  to 
the  Senate.  As  honorable  senators  are  pos- 
sibly aware  from  the  press,  a  motion  has 
been  tabled  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives which  constitutes  a  challenge 
to  the  Government.  Our  practice  in 
such  circumstances  has  been  to  adjourn 
until  such  time  as  the  challenge  has  been 
determined  one  way  or  the  otlier.  Ordi- 
narily the  Government  would  hare  felt 
under  an  obligation  to  follow  the  beaten 
track,  but  we  recognise  that  there  is  now 
before  the  Senate  a  motion  which  in  itself 
affords  an  opportunity  for  any  criticism 
which  any  honorable  senator  may  desire  to 
direct  towards  either  the  Government  or  its 
policy. 

SenatOT  Givens, — The  honorable  sena- 
tor did  not  supply  us  with  copies  of  his 
statement. 

Senator  St.  LEDCEH.-^The  press  did- 

Senator  Givens. — The  press  got  copies 
of  die  statement,  and  why  should  not  we  ? 

The  PRESIDENT.— Order ! 

Senator  MILLEN. — I  probably  would 
be  out  of  order  in  replying  to  the  interjec- 
tion in  the  course  of  the  announcement  I 
am  making.  As  the  motion  before  the 
Senate  affords  to  honorable  senators  an  op- 
portunity of  offering  such  criticism  as  they 
may  desire  to  direct  towards  the  Govern- 
ment and  its  policy,  and  as  it  seems  quite 
reasonable  to  assume  that  they  will  wish  to 
avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity,  it  is 
better  that  (he  debate  in  the  Senate  should 
take  place  simultaneously  with  the  one  pro- 
ceeding in  the  other  House  rather  than  that 
after  the  latter  debate  has  terminated  pub- 
lic time  should  be  consumed  by  a  debate 
which  probably  might  be  similar  in  charac- 
ter in  this  House.  For  that  reason,  and 
with  a  desire  to  economize  time  and  to  pro- 
ceed with  public  business.  I  propose  to  invite 
the  Senate  to  dispose  of  the  motion  before  it, 
and  when  that  debate  has  terminated,  pre- 
suming that  it  is  d<xie  before  the  debate  in 


the  other  House  is  ccHicluded>  to  ask  the 
Senate  to  adjourn.  I  desire  to  conclude 
with  this  intimation,  that  in  accwdance 
with  the  principle  underlying  a  well-estab- 
lished practice  there  can  be  no  Government 
business  transacted  here  while  the  motion 
in  the  other  House  remains  undetermined. 

Senator  McGregor. — I  desire  to  ask  the 
Vice-President  of  the  Executive  Council, 
without  notice,  how  it  is  that  members  of 
the  Senate  have  not  been  supplied  with 
copies  of  the  statement  he  made  here  yes- 
terday on  behalf  of  the  Government? 

Senator  MILLEN. — The  statement  I 
made  yesterday  was  not  tabled.  The  mo- 
tion I  submitted  was  in  connexion  with  a 
paper  of  an  entirely  different  character. 

Senator  Givens. — How  is  it  thaj  the 
press  got  copies  of  the  statement  unme- 
diately  the  Prime  Minister  rose  to  speak? 

Senator  MILLEN. — I  can  only  add  that 

owing  to  my  inexperience  in  this  position  I 
was  not  aware  that  the  document  would  not 
be  printed.  Otherwise  I  certainly  would 
have  taken  steps  to  see  that  every  hwior- 
able  senator  was  furnished  with  a  printed 
copy. 

Senator  Turley. — It  was  printed  aid 
handed  to  the  press  vesterday. 

Senator  GIVENS.— I  desire  to  ask  the 
Vice-President  of  the  Executive  Council,, 
now,  whether  he  will  rectify  straight  away 
the  omission  made  with  regard  to  supplying 
members  of  the  Senate  with  copies  of  the 
Ministerial  statement  with  which  the  mem- 
bers of  another  place  and  the  representa- 
tives of  the  press  were  supplied  yesterday  ? 
I  think  that  a  gross  slight  was  inflicted 
upon  the  Senate,  and  that  we  should  not 
proceed  to  discuss  the  statement  until  we 
are  supplied  with  copies.  It  is  essentia! 
that  we  should  know  what  is  Xa  it  before  we 
discuss  it. 

Senator  MILLEN. — I  have  already 
stated  my  regret  that  I  did  net  take  a 
course  of  action  which  would  undoubtedly 
have  been  to  the  convenience  of  honorable 
senators.  But  I  wish  to  add,  in  view  of 
the  question  that  has  been  put,  that  there 
was  no  obligation,  beyond  that  of  courtesy, 
upon  me  to  table  that  JJaper,  and,  having 
ajxjlogized  for  ray  (»nission  in  that  regard, 
I  need  not  do  more. 

Senator  Pearce.— The  hwiorable  senator 
can  ijectify  the  error. 

Senator  MILLEN.— If  it  will  be  of  any 
value  to  honorable  senators  to  have  copies 
of  the  paper  handed  to  them  as  early  as 
posMble,  I  will  [|fi?,^^feo*^e^"  ^ 
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done.  But  those  who  were  anxious  to  know 
what  is  contained  in  the  document  have 
long  before  this  had  an  <^portunit3r  of 
perusing  it  in  the  public  press. 

Senator  Sir  Josiau  Symon. — A  con- 
venient way  of  meeting  the  wishes  of  honor* 
able  senators  with  regard  to  the  Ministerial 
statement  would  be  to  have  an  early  circula- 
ti<Hi  of  the  Hansard  proof. 

Senator  MILLEN. — I  have  not  any 
knowledge  as  to  whether  the  statement  is 
in  print  or  not,  but  I  am  taking  steps  to 
ascertain,  and,  if  printed  copies  are  obtain- 
able, I  will  make  them  available  at  once. 

INDUSTRIES  PRESERVATION  ACT. 

Senator  CLEMOXS.— I  desire  to  ask 

the  leader  of  the  Senate,  without  notice, 
if  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Government  at 
.tn  early  stage  this  session  to  introduce  a 
Bill  to  remedy  the  defects  which  have  been 
recentiv  discovered  by  a  decision  of  the 
High  Court  in  the  Australian  Industries 
Preservation  Act,  otherwise  known  as  the 
Anti-Trust  Act? 

Senator  MILLEN. — I  must  ask  the  hem- 
orable  senator  to  give  notice  of  the  ques- 
tion. May  I  be  allowed  to  say  that  the 
reason  why  I  have  been  asking  honorable 
senators  to  give  notice  of  questions  is  be- 
-cause  of  the  intimation  that,  in  the  circum- 
stances I  ha^'e  outlined,  it  is  not  possible 
for  the  Government  to  proceed  with  busi- 
ness? 

STATUTORY  RULES. 

Senator  CLEMONS.~I  desire  to  put  a 
question  to  the  Vice-President  of  the  Execu- 
tive Council  which  I  hope  he  will  not 
answer  in  the  same  way  as  he  has  been  an- 
swering other  questions.  I  wish  to  ask 
him  whether  he  will  take  into  early  con- 
sideration the  question  of  binding  together 
all  the  statutory  rules  which  are  now,  and 
have  been  for  a  considerable  time  past,  cir- 
■culated  in  leaflets  amongst  honorable  sena- 
tors. I  asked  this  question  during  the 
term  of  oflSce  of  the  late  Government,  and 
obtained  a  promise  that  the  suggestion 
would  be  carried  out.  I  believe  that  steps 
have  been  taken  to  that  end.  But  may  I 
l»e  allowed  to  point  out  that  it  would  be  ex- 
tremely convenient  not  only  to  every  raem- 
"ber  of  Parliament,  but  to  members  of  the 
public  also,  that  these  statutory  rules  should 
be  bound  tofiether  and  indexed.  We  all 
luiow  that  mvch  of  our  legislation  is  affected 
"hy  the  statutory  rules  to  which  I  refer. 


Senator  MILLEN.— The  matter  referred 
to  by  the  honorable  senator  relates  to  a 
questitm  of  convenience  which  necessarily 
commends  itself  to  every  one.  If  my  hcm- 
orable  friend  will  give  n:e  a  few  days  in 
which  to  see  what,  if  anything,  is  being 
done,  I  shall  be  glad  to  give  him  a  more 
definite  answer. 

FUEL  OIL  DEPOSITS. 

Senator  KEATING.— Relating  to  a 
question  put  bv  me  during  last  session  as 
to  whether  the  Government  of  the  Common- 
wealth would  take  steps  to  consult  the  Ad- 
miralty, as  has  been  done  by  Canada,  with 
the  object  of  securing  experts  to  visit  Aus- 
tralia to  ascertain  what  oil  deposits  suit- 
able for  supplying  fuel  for  marine  engine 
propulsion  exist  in  Australia,  I  now  de- 
sire to  ask  whether  the  Government  has 
taken  any  action,  and,  if  so,  what  action 
has  been  taken  ? 

Senator  MILLEN. — I  ask  the  honor- 
able senator  to  repeat  his  question  «t  a 
later  sitting. 

TARIFF  ANOMALIES. 

Senator  FINDLEY.— I  desire  to  ask  the 
Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs,  without 
notice,  a  question  relating  to  the  Tariff.  I 
noticed  in  the  newspaper  the  other  day  that 
the  Minister  was  making  inquiries  as  to  the 
number  of  anomalies  existing  in  the  TariflF. 
I  desire  to  ask  him  whether  he  has  com- 
pleted his  inquiries,  and,  if  so,  whether  he 
can  give  the  Senate  the  assurance  that  a 
Bill  for  the  rectification  of  TariflF  anomalies 
will  be  introduced  as  soon  as  possible  in 
the  interests  of  manufacturers  seriously  af- 
fected ? 

Senator  Sir  ROBERT  BEST.— I  ask 
my  honorable  friend  to  be  good  enough  to 
give  notice  of  his  question. 

FEDERAL  CAPITAL  SITE  :  WATER 
SUPPLY. 

Senator  W.  RUSSELL.— I  desire  to  ask 
the  Vice-President  of  the  Executive  Council 
a  question,  without  notice,  and  I  shall  state 
in  a  few  senten(xs  my  reason  for  putting  it. 

The  PRESIDENT.— I  must  point  out 
that  the  honorable  senator  cannot  debate 
the  matter. 

Senator  W.  RUSSELL.— T  am  not  going 
to  debate  the  matter.  But  1  have  been 
pained  {lom  readlnsf dis^  HbO^^^he  in- 
timidation  
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The  PRESIDENT.— Order.  The  honor- 
able senator  is  now  aitemptinfj  to  deliver  a 
speech  upon  the  subject.  He  must  confine 
himself  to  asking  a  question. 

Senator  W.  RUSSELL.— Cannot  I  say, 
sir  

The  PRESIDENT.— I  cannot  have  the 
honorable  senator  introducing  the  matter  in 
that  way. 

Senator  W.  RUSSELL.— Cannot  I  be 
allowed  to  state  what  I  have  read  in  the 

press  ? 

The  PRESIDENT.— I  have  pointed 
out  to  the  honorable  senator  that  it  is  not 
in  order  for  hira  to  put  a  question  and  de- 
liver an  address  at  the  same  time.  The 
hcmorable  senator  will  recognise  that  he 
commenced  by  expressing  an  opinion  of  his 
own  in  regard  to  something  that  has  ap- 
peared in  the  press.  He  is  not  in  order 
in  se  doing  in"  asking  a  question.  If  he 
will  confine  himself  to  putting  his  question 
he  will  be  in  order. 

Senator  W.  RUSSELL.— I  do  not  wish, 
sir,  to  come  into  conflict  with  you.  If  I 
had  the  newspaper  to  which  I  refer  with 
me  I  should  be  allowed  to  read  it. 

The  PRESIDENT.— The  honorable 
senator  can  give  the  substance  of  the  state- 
ment to  which  he  refers. 

Senator  W.  RUSSELL.— The  substance 
of  it  is  this :  I  wish  to  ask  the  Minister 
repiesenting  the  Minister  of  Home  AfTairs 
whether,  in  view  of  the  necessity  for  the  re- 
moval of  all  doubt  as  to  the  purity  and 
adequacy  of  the  water  supply  at  the  pro- 
posed Federal  Capital,  and  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  the  experts  who  have  supplied  a 
report  upon  the  subject  are  the  servants  of 
the  Government  of  the  State  of  New  South 
Wales,  the  Government  of  the  Common- 
wealth will  obtain  a  report  from  indepen- 
dent cxperrs  who  are  in  no  way  connected 
with  the  State  Government? 

Senator  MILLEN. — I  ask  the  honorable 
sen:ltor  to  give  notice  of  his  question. 

WIRELESS  TELEGRAPPIY. 

Senator  NEEDHAM. — I  desire  to  ask 
the  Vice-President  of  the  Executiye  Coun- 
cil whether  any  further  progress  has  been 
made  in  connexion  with  the  erection  of  a 
wireless  telegraphy  statim  at  Fremantle? 

Senator  MILLEN.— Will  the  honorable 
senator  please  gi^'e  notice  of  his  question  ? 

IMPERIAL  NAVAL  CONFERENCE. 
Senator  CLEMONS.— May'  I  ask  the 
Yi"i-PreMdent   of  the    Executive  Coun- 


cil, without  notice,  whether  the  instruc- 
tions that  have  been  given  to  Colonel  Fox- 
ton,  who  is  now  proceeding  to  England  to 
attend  an  Imperial  Conference,  cover 
inquiries  into  the  question  of  utilizing 
aerial  navigatioi  for  defence  purposes? 

Senator  MILLEN. — I  ask  the  honorable 
senator  to  give  notice  of  his  question. 

Senator  PEARCE.— I  wish  to  ask  the 
Ministn-  representing  the  Minister  of  De- 
fence, without  notice,  whether  the  Gown- 
ment  propose  to  take  Parliament  into  their 
confidence  at  any  time  as  to  the  instructions 
issued  to  Colonel  Foxtcn,  who  is  to  be  their 
representative  at  the  Imperial  Conference 
in  London? 

Senator  MILLEN. — I  ask  for  notice  in 
this  case  also. 

CASE  OF  P.  J.  LEYDEX. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— I  wish  to  ask 
the  Vic«- president  of  the  Encutive  Coun- 
cil whether  he  will  plasx  upon  the  Library 
table  the  files  in  connexion  with  the  case  of 
P.  J.  Leyden,  a  postal  employ^  in 
Western  Australia? 

Senator  MILLEN. — X  ask  the  hon<»-able 
senator  to  give  notice  of  his  question. 

POSTAL  COMMISSION. 

Senator  SAVERS.  —  I  ask  the  Vice- 
President  of  the  Executive  Council, 
without  notice,  whether  any  papers  bare 
been  presented  to  the  Government,  and  can 
be  tabled  by  them,  showing  the  cost  in- 
curred by  the  Postal  Commission  before 
and  after  the  resignation  of  three  of  its 
members  ? 

Senator  MILLEN.— Will  the  honorable 
senator  please  give  notice  of  his  question  ? 

ADELAIDE  TELKPHOXE 
EXCHANGE. 

Senator  STORY.— I  desire  to  ask  the 
Minister  representing  the  Minister  of  Home 
Affairs,  without  notice,  who  is  responsibK- 
for  the  design  of  the  new  telephone  ex- 
change, Adelaide,  and  whether  any  sugges- 
tions as  to  the  design  were  invited  from  the- 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings.  South 
Australia,  or  whether  anv  suKgesdnns 
offered  bv  that  gentleman  were  accepted  h\ 
the  designer  of  the  building? 

Senator  MILLEN.— Will  the  honorable- 
senator  please  give  notice  of  his  question  ? 
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INDUSTRIES  PRESERVATION  ACT. 
Alleged  Combine. 
Senator  CROFT  asked  the  Minister  of 
Trade  and  Customs,  utoM  rfaiice — 

1.  Has  his  atleation  been  called  to  the  lol- 
lowing  news  item  appearing  ia  the  Age  of  a3rd 
June : — 

COASTAL  SHIPPING  TRADE 
Affiliation  of  Steau-sbip  Ownees  and  Coal 
mcbchakts. 

Sydney,  Tuesday. 
An  important  development  in  connexion 
with  the  coastal  shipping  trade  was  an- 
nounccd  to-day,  wheo,  at  a  conference  held 
between  the  New  South  Wales  Coastal 
Steam -ship  Owners'  Association  and  the 
Sydney  coal  merchants,  it  was  arranged 
that,  with  a  view  to  consolidating,  the  two 
bodies  should  affiliate  on  all  matters  of 
mutual  interest.  The  shipping  com£anic& 
include  all  those  enjraged  in  the  coastal 
trade,  and  the  coal  interests  concerned  are 
the  Howard  Smitl\  Co.,  B,  Byrnes,  War- 
burton  and  Sons,  Jones  Bros.,  and  others? 

2.  Will  the  Minister  give  an  assurance  that 
■producers,  shippers,  passengers,  and  the  general 
public  will  be  effectually  protected  from  the  so- 
-called  "  affiliation "  charging  arbitrary  rates  or 

insisting  upon  irksome  conditions  in  respect  to 
freight  or  fares? 

Senator  Sir  ROBERT  BEST.^Wiii  the 
honorable  senator  be  good  enough  to  re- 
peat his  question  on  a  future  date? 

CONSTITUTION  ALTERATION 
(NATIONALIZATION  OF 
MONOPOLIES)  BILL. 

Motion  (by  Senator  Pearce)  agreed  to — 
That  leave  be  given  to  introduce  a  Bill  pro- 
-viding  for  the  amendment  of  the  Constitution 

for  tne  purpose  of  enabling  the  Parliament  to 

Qstionaliie  monopolies. 

Bill  presented,  and  rend  a  first  time. 

MINISTERIAL  STATEMENT. 
Poucv  OF  New  Aduinistration. 

Debate  resumed  from  23rd  June  {vide 
page  269)  on  motion  by  Senator  Millen — 

That  the  paper   (Further  Correspondence  re- 
garding  Imperial   Naval  and   Military  Confer- 
■encc)  be  printed. 

Senator  McGREGOR  (South  Australia) 
[2.56]. — I  take  advantage  of  this  oppor- 
tunity to  make  as  few  remarks  as  I  pos- 
sibly can  in  the  circumstances,  because,  in 
my  opinion,  the  statement  made  by  the 
representative  of  the  Government  in  the 
Senate  is  of  such  a  n<»i-committal  character 
that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  lay  hold  of 
it  anywhere.  It  is  as  slippery  as  an  eel. 
Whenever  I  attempt  to  get  hold  of  a  defi- 
nite statement  in  it,  it  eludes  me  like  a 
myth.  But  there  are  certain  peculiarities 
about  it.  It  is  a  written,  typewritten,  or 
printed  document  j  there  is  no  possibility 


of  gettinjr  away  from  it,  or  getting  at  it, 
Of,  as  1  am  reminded,  of  getting  a  copy 
of  it.  It  would  appear  that  the  Got'ernment 
as  at  present  eonstituted,  must  put  erery- 
thing  in  black  and  white. 

Senator  FiNDLEY. — They  have  black  and 
white  in  the  Government,  now  that  they 
are  united. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— That  is  so;  they 
have  the  black  and  the  white  together  in 
the  Government.  There  is  another  peculi- 
arity about  this  Government  statement :  it 
is  three  fold,  in  three  divisions,  or  three 
parts.  It  might  easily  be  imagined  that 
the  first  part  is  intendfd  to  represent  the 
Deakin  section  of  the  Government. 

Senator  Pearce. — The  language  is  cer- 
tainly Deakin's. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— It  is  Deakin- 
esque,  no  doubt.  It  deals  with  the  indus- 
trial life  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Aus- 
tralia. The  second  part  is  the  Cook  part ; 
it  deals  with  defence,  and  the  third  is  the 
Forrest  part  dealing  with  finance.  Honor- 
able senators  will  see  hqw  nicely  it  all 
works  in.  One  portion  of  the  statement  is 
supposed  to  rope  in  all  the  members  who 
have  in  the  past  followed  or  are  likelv  in 
the  future  to  follow  Mr.  Deakin.  The 
second  part,  of  course,  represents  what  was 
at  one  time  the  Opposition,  both  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  and  in  this 
Chamber ;  that  is  to  say,  the  defence  sec- 
tion. I  think  that  the  defence  of  Australia, 
from  an  Australian  point  of  view,  has  fallen 
into  very  feeble  hands  when  it  has  got  into 
those  of  Mr.  Joseph  Cook  and  Senators 
Millen,  Gray,  and  Walker. 

Senator  Gray.— We  are  all  neaceful  n-en, 
like  Senator  Pearce. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— I  shall  not  men- 
tion the  gallant  colonel,  Senator  Neild,  who 
is  left  out  in  the  cold,  and  seems  to  be  an 
army  to  himself  in  all  his  glory. 

Senator  Colonel  Neild.— He  may  make 
it  warm  for  the  honorable  senator  yet. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— The  hotter  the 
honorable  senator  makes  it  for  me  and  for 
every  one  e!.':e  the  more  pleasant  we  shall 
all  feel.  All  the  harm  the  honorable  sena- 
tor will  do  anybody  is  of  little  consequence. 
If  I  were  to  have  an  oppment  at  an  elec- 
tion or  in  a  battle  I  should  pray  the 
Almighty  he  should  be  the  honorable  sena- 
tor. 

Senator  Colonel  Neild. — Beaause  I  am 
the  only  man  who  wottLdQOfilfie  honor- 
able senator  decent  treatment. 
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Senator  McGREGOR.— The  next  section 
of  the  Ministerial  statement  deals  with 
finance,  and  lyhom  does  it  represent  as  a 
statement  before  the  public*  It  represents 
what  was  the  Corner  Party  in  another 
branch  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Common- 
wealth. So  far  as  I  am  aware  we  never 
had  that  party  represented  in  the  Senate. 
There  has  always  been  the  Labour  Party 
and  the  other  party  in  the  Senate,  but  in 
anoth^'  place  they  had  three  parties  op- 
posed to  the  Labour  Party »  and  when  they 
came  together  they  had  to  frame  a 
policy  to  satisfy  the  three  sections. 
Whether  they  have  succeeded  or  not,  time 
will  tell.  With  respect  to  the  first  por- 
tion of  the  Ministerial  statement  which  re- 
lates to  the  industrial  life  of  the  Commrai- 
wealth,  I  think  that  those  who  are  toiling 
under  difficulties  and  disadvantages  in  the 
diiferent  States  will  h&ve  to  continue  to 
do  so  f <»*  many  years  to  come. 

Senator  Savers. — No  matter  what  Go- 
vernment may  be  in  office. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— If  a  proper  Go- 
vernment were  in  office  and  the  people  were 
represented  as  they  ought  to  be — and  as  I 
hope  they  soon  will  be — something  would 
be  done  in  the  very  near  future. 

Senator  Savers. — It  is  merely  a  fight  for 
crffice. 

Senator  McGREGOR.  —  Is  that  all? 
Then  the  honorable  senator  speaks  as  a  dis- 
appointed man. 

Serutor  Savers. — Not  at  all.  I  do  not 
want  office. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— The  honorable 
senator  should  not  talk  about  a  "  fij^t  for 
c£Bce,"  seang  that  no  matter  how  strenu- 
ously he  may  have  fought  In  this  Chamber, 
he  has  received  nothing  by  way  of  re- 
ward. 

Senator  Savers. — The  public  have  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  merelv  a  fitrht 
between  the  "ins"  and  the  "outs." 

Senator  McGREGOR.— The  honorable 
senator  is  the  bottle-holder  for  his  partv- 

Senator  Savers. —The  party  with  which 
the  honorable  senator  is  associated  cannot 
deceive  the  public  much  longer. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— I  am  very  glad 
to  have  the  acknowledgment  of  such  an 
able  authoritv  as  Senator  Savers  that  recent 
events  represented  merelv  s  fieht  for  dfice, 
because  that  .admission  implies  that  there 
was  no  matter  of  principle  involved. 

Senator  Savers.— In  anv  case,  the  hon- 
ornlile  senator's  partv  wants  office. 

Seaator  McGREGOR.— The  statement 
submitted  by  t*"  e  Vice-  President  of  the 


Executive  Council,  when  subjected  to  an- 
alysis, proves  the  accuracy  of  Senator 
Sayers'  assertion. 

Senator  de-  Largie. — But  why  did  he- 
give  the  show  away  ? 

Senator  McGREGOR.— I  do  not  know. 
That  is  his  business. 

Senator  Savers. — I  have  no  show  to  give- 
away.   The  public  know  the  show. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— The  public  know- 
that  there  was  ne^'er  any  fight  for  office  on 
the  part  of  the  Labour  Partv. 

Senator  Savers. — ^Then  what  is  all  this 
squirming  about? 

Senator  McGREGOR.  —  There  is  no 
squirming  on  our  part.  The  honorable 
senator  seems  to  be  doing  all  the  squirming, 
and  I  am  quite  satisfied  to  have  him  always- 
sitting  directly  opposite  to  me  in  this  cham- 
ber. 

Senator  Turlev. — He  is  merely  repeat- 
ing what  he  reads  in  the  morning  news- 
papers. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— I  was  about  to- 
discuss  with  all  seriouness  the  proposals 
which  the  Government  intend  to  submit  for 
the  purpose  of  alleviating  the  disabiliti^  of 
those  friends  of  Senatcn-  Sayers  in  Tas- 
mania who  are  working  long  hours  for  very 
small  wages. 

Senator  Mulcahy.  —  Particularly  the- 
printers  in  the  labour  newspaper  <^iice. 

Senat(>ft  (Findley. — That  statement  is- 
absolutelv  incorrect 

The  PRESIDENT.— Order! 

Senator  McGREGOR.- -I  thank  you,  Mr. 
President,  for  intervening.  The  bear  garden- 
is  not  on  this  side  of  the  Senate.  So  far 
as  Tasmania  is  concerned.  Senator  Mul- 
cahy need  not  say  much.  He  is  a  Liberal 
now.  Of  course,  he  has  always  been  a 
Liberal,  and  he  is  the  same  kind  of  Liberal 
to-day  that  he  has  been  always.  Honor- 
able senators  will  understand  what  I  mean 
when  I  say  that.  He  is  now  associated  with 
the  other  Liberals  with  whom  he  should" 
have  been  associated  years  ago — with  the 
black  and  tan  Liberal  Party.  What  do 
the  Government  propose  to  do? 

Senator  Needham. — Nothing. 

Senator  McGREGOR. — They  propose 
to  do  worse  than  nothing.  Their  'attitude 
irresistibly  reminds  me  of  a  man  holding  up 
a  bunch  of  carrots  before  a  donkey  as  a 
temptation  to  greater  exertion.  Thev  are 
holding  a  prize  before  the  electors  of  Aus- 
tralia, and  telling  them  to  follow  it  as  Iohr 
as  they  can,  and  that  if  they  do  so  thev 
will  get  something  when  they  catch  it._  But 
the  electors  who  are  able  to  catch  ^vthing 
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that  has  been  done  by  the  Honorable 
Alfred  Deakin  will  have  to  be  much  smarter 
than  ordinary  citizens. 

Senator  Gray. — The  honorable  senator 
supported  him  for  seven  years. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— I  did  not  catch 
what  the  honcvable  senator  said,  but  I  sup- 
pose it  was  not  of  much  amsequ^ce. 

Senat<»-  Gray.— The  hwiorable  senator's 
party  ought  lo  be  expert  judges  seeing  that 
they  toi  lowed  Mr.  Deakin  foe  seven  years. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— But  when  we 
found  him  out,  we  thought  we  would  give 
the  hOTorable  senator  a  turn  at  following 
him.  I  hope  that  he  will  iind  Mr.  Deakin 
out  for  himself.  It  has  taken  nearly 
thirty  years  to  discover  what  policy  the 
Honorable  Alfred  Deakin  ever  earnestly  fol- 
lowed. He  has  swallowed  every  politician 
in  Vict<xia  who  has  been  associated  with 
him.  Sir  Graham  Berry,'  the  Honorable 
Duncan  Gillies,  Sir  Ge^ge  Turner,  and 
the  Honorable  Allan  McLean,  were  all  de- 
voured long  ago. 

Senator  Fraser. — Nothing  of  the  kind. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— Oh,  yes,  and 
Senator  Fraser  was  swallowed  long  ago, 
but  because  he  did  not  prove  an  agreeable 
pill  he  has  been  surreptitiously  parted  with. 
I  am  sure  that  that  honorable  senator  must 
acknowledge  that  if  ever  there  was  a  poli- 
tical anthr<^phagus  in  Australia  it  is  the 
Hmorable  Alfred  Deakin. 

Senator  Fraseb. — ^The  honorable  sena- 
tor is  not  familiar  with  his  own  langua^. 
If  he  will  speak  Gaelic  I  shall  be  able  to 
understand  him. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— The  honorable 
senator  is  very  serious  at  the  present  time. 
But  with  all  those  whom  the  HcxiOTable 
Alfred  Deakin  has  swallowed  

Senator  Pulsford. — He  is  very  thin  on 

it. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— All  cannibalis- 
tic creatures  are  thin.  They  are  never 
anything  else.  Mr.  Deakin,  according  to 
the  statement  of  himself  and  his  own  sup- 
porters, is  now  attempting  to  swallow  Mr. 
Joseph  Cook.  I  am  afraid  that  he  will 
undertake  a  much  more  formidable  task 
w  hen  he  attempts  to  swallow  Sir  John  For- 
rest. 

Senator  Fraser. — All  this  is  very  funny, 
but  it  is  very  silly. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— The  honorable 
senate  is  a  good  judge  of  what  is  silly. 
He  has  been  accustomed  to  silliness  all  his 
life. 

Senator  Pulsford. — Why  does  not  the 
hmoraUe  senator  get  to  his  subject? 


Senator  Fraser. — Yes.  Why  does  not 
he  discuss  politics  and  cease  abuse? 

Senator  McGREGOR.— If  I  am  out  of 
order,  no  doubt  Mr,  President  will  tell 
me  so.  If  honorable  senators  opposite 
think  that  I  am  out  of  order  why  do  they 
not  say  so? 

SenatcHT  Pin^FORD. — We  do. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— Then  why  does 
not  the  honorable  senator  raise  a  prant  of 
order,  and  see  how  it  will  be  decided.  I 
am  the  best  judge  of  what  I  have  to  say, 
and  not  honcn-able  senators  opposite.  They 
have  to  listen  respectfully  if  it  be  possible 
for  them  to  do  so.  I  am  merely  giving 
some  reas(Mis  for  the  indefinite  character 
of  the  Ministerial  policy  which  has  been 
foreshadowed  in  the  statement  of  the  Vic»« 
President  of  the  Executive  Council.  I  am 
about  to  deal  with  the  devouring  attributes 
of  that  great  leads',  Mr.  Alfred  Deakin. 

Senator  C^ay. — ^The  honor^le  senator 
has  not  given  us  the  reason  why  His  own 
party  followed  him  for  seven  years. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— We  did  not  fol- 
low him.  Indeed,  I  have  often  heard  the 
hoiorable  senator  say  that  we  pushed  Mr. 
Deakin  along. 

Senator  Gray. — I  say  so  still,  and  I  stand 
corrected. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— We  shall  be 
with  Mr.  Deakin  again  when  we  think  that 
he  is  doing  what  is  right. 

Senator  Pearce. — Never  again. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— No,  because  he 
will  never  be  right,  and,  very  probably, 
even  if  he  appeared  to  be  right,  he  would 
never  be  trusted.  Even  honorable  gentle- 
men on  the  other  side  do  not  trust  him. 
They  cannot  take  anything  from  him  now 
unless  it  is  in  black  and  white,  and  even 
the  Minister  of  Defence,  as  he  ought  to 
have  done,  could  not  go  to  England  be- 
cause he  could  not  trust  the  Prime  Minister 
out  of  his  sight. 

Senator  Colonel  Xeild. — No;  he  could 
not  trtist  the  Opposition  for  a  pair. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— The  Opposition 
have  always  stuck  to  their  policy.  They 
have  always  adopted  the  same  methods, 
and  that  is  more  than  the  honorable  sena- 
tor can  honestly  say.  rnming  to  that  por- 
tion of  the  policy  which  is  to  relieve  in- 
dustrial inequalities  and  distress,  what  is 
proposed  to  be  done? 

Senator  de  Largie.— The  Government 
are  going  to  start    a    Federal  Lnl.r-ur 

Senator  McO»Wo£i^QgIfi  ey  are 
grang  to  appoint  an  Inter-State  Cranmis 
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sicHi.  I  ask  honorable  senators  to  turn  up 
the  Constitution. 

Senator  Colonel  Xeild. — They  have 
turned  ud  the  Labour  Partv. 

Senator  McGREGOR.  ~  The  Labour 
Party  are  on  as  solid  a  foundation  as  they 
have  ever  been  on,  and  it  was  always  too 
solid  for  the  honorable  senator. 

Senator  Colonel  Neild.— The  Labour 
Party  hare  always  been  for  sale. 

Senator  Pulsford. — Long  may  they  stay 
on  it. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— Yes,  and  they 
will  build  on  it,  too.  They  will  build 
safely  and  securely,  and  the  people  know 
that  their  trust  will  be  well  kept  by  the 
representatives  of  labour  in  the  State  and 
Federal  ParliamMits.  If  honorable  sena- 
tors will  turn  up  the  Con^itution,  section 
IOC  to  section  104,  they  will  find  what  the 
Inler-State  C<Mninissi<Hi  was  intended  for. 
I  do  not  know  that  it  would  not  have 
been  a  wise  thing  if  it  had  been  ap- 
pointed IcHig  ago,  but  it  has  nothing  to  do 
with  the  adjustment  of  the  industrial 
affairs  of  Australia.  According  to  this 
statement,  the  Government  have  communi- 
cated with  the  Stales  to  give  them  autho- 
rity ;  but,  so  far  as  I  can  find,  there  is 
nothing  in  the  Constitution  which  would 
make  such  control  of  industrial  matters 
legal,  even  with  their  consent. 

Soiator  St.  Ledger. — And  noChins;  for- 
bids. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— If  the  honor- 
able senator  will  turn  up  the  different  deci- 
sions of  the  High  Court,  and  see  how  the 
Constitution  has  been  interpreted,  he  will 
know  whether  a  statement  such  as  ' '  no- 
thing forbids  "  is  of  any  use  to  the  work- 
ing population.  There  is  scarcely  an  in- 
stance where  a  State  difficulty,  as  compared 
with  an  Inter-State  difficulty,  has  come  be- 
fore the  High  Court  that  it  has  not  strictly 
interpreted  the  Constitution  from  the  Inter- 
State  point  of  view,  and  if  the  matter 
dealt  cmly  with  a  State,  the  legislation  has 
been  declared  ultra  vires  every  time. 

Senator  de  Largie. — Becau.se  the  Con- 
stitution was  not  sufficiently  definite. 

Senator  McGREGOR.  —  Because  the 
Qxistitution  is  ambiguous  in  that  sense. 
So  far  as  the  functions  of  the  Inter-State 
Commission  are  concerned,  it  is  exactly  the 
same.  If  industrial  conditions  in  Tas- 
mania, or  Western  Australia,  or  Victoria 
differed  from  those  existing  in  any  other 
State.  ;tn<I  the  Inter-State  Commissiwi  were 
established  and   appealed   to,  no  matter 


what  the  States  might  say.  if  a  case  were 
brought  before  the  High  Court  without  an 
amendment  of  the  Constitution  having  been 
made,  it  would  certainly  decide  that  the 
I  nter-State  Cwnmission  had  no  legal  or 
constitutional  authority  to  act  in  what  was 
purely  :\  State  matter. 

Senator  St.  Ledger. — Nothing  forbids 
inquirv  into  these  matters. 

Senator  McGREGOR— The  honorable 
senator  is  a  great  constitutional  authority. 

Senator  St.  Ledger. — ^And  has  nearly 
alwavs  been  right  in  his  attention. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— The  honorable 
senator  is  far  better  in  addressing  the 
ladies  of  the  Women's  National  League 
than  in  interpreting  the  Constitution  or 
finding  new  lamps  for  old  ones.  All  the 
light  that  would  ever  come  frcm  a  lamp 
which  had  been  inv«ited  or  trimmed  by  the 
honorable  senator  would  not  be  worth-  two 
lucifer  matches. 

Senator  Coltxiel  Xeild. — Simply  because 
he  is  not  a  trimmer. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— He  has  been 
trimming  so  much  in  his  time  that  he  has 
cut  right  down  to  the  selvedge,  and  he  can- 
not go  any  farther.  At  the  present  time, 
this  Parliament  has  no  authority  to  give  to 
the  Inter-State  Commission  any  power 
other  than  that  set  out  in  the  sections 
of  the  Constitution  I  have  cited.  Do  you, 
sir,  think  that  a  Government  containing 
seven  lawyers  do  not  know  that  fact  as 
welt  as  any  layman  in  Australia? 

Senator  de  Largie. — They  have  not 
Senator  St.  Ledger  in  their  ranks. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— No,  they  only 
want  him  to  oxnplete  the  octagCHi,  and  then 
the  illumination  would  be  so  brilliant  that 
it  would  dazzle  the  whole  world. 

Senator  St.  Ledger. — It  is  a  comfort  in 
all  the  honorable  senator's  difficulties. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— It  would  be 
like  putting  sulphuric  acid  into  magnesia — 
it  would  blind  everything  in  the  vicinity. 
As  the  Inter-State  Commission  would  have 
no  power  to  do  the  things  which  are  indi- 
cated bv  the  Government,  what  is  the  use 
of  than  trying  to  hoodwink  the  people? 
When  a  prpposal  was  brought  before  the 
Parliament  and  the  people  by  the  late 
Government,  that  the  Constitution  should 
be  amended  for  the  purpose  of  giving  this 
Parliament  the  power  to  do  those  tlungs. 
there  was  an  appeal  of  a  substanUal 
character  advanced.  The  people  are  get- 
ting tired  of  this  kind  of  paltering  with 
legislation  and  with  their  feelings  and 
aspirations,  and  the  time  is  coming  when 
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the  present  Ministers  will  be  no  longer  in 
a.  position  to  hoodwink  the  public  as  they 
have  done.  Then  they  propose  to  establish 
bureaux.    For  what  purpose? 

Senator  de  Largie. — "THe  study  of  un- 
emplovment." 

Senator  McGREGOR.— What  are  they 
deans  ? 

Senator  St.  Ledger. — What  did  the 
Labour  Government  do? 

Senator  McGREGOR.— Why  does  the 
honorable  senator  ask  such  silly  questions? 
How  long  had  we  to  do  anything?  If  the 
hwiorable  senator  had  had  cmly  time  to 
ascend  the  summit  o£  a  hill  and  look  down 
into  the  vallev  before  he  was  fired  off,  and 
sranebody  then  asked  what  he  had  done, 
he  would  simply  say  that  he  had  had  a 
look  round.  We  had  a  look  round,  to 
see  what  we  could  do,  and  we  made  our 
propositions  according  to  the  information 
we  obtained. 

Senator  Needham. — He  was  afraid  that 
the  Labour  Government  might  do  some- 
thing. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— Yes,  but  I  shall 
come  to  that  by-and-by.  I  intend  to  give 
the  real  reasons  why  the  late  Government 
were  put  off  the  Treasury  bencht  and 
honcH'able  senators  on  the  other  side  will 
not  be  able  to  deny  my  statement.  At  the 
present  time  I  only  want  to  ridicule  the 
idea  of  the  Commonwealth  Government 
establishing  bureaux  of  any  description- 
labour,  agricultural,  or  other.  They  are 
not  taking  the  right  steps  to  develop  Aus- 
tralia to  make  institutions  of  that  descrip- 
tion effective. 

Senator  Pearce. — They  are  afraid  of 
State  rights. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— I  do  not  know 
but  that  they  should  be.  I  do  not  think 
that  there  is  any  necessity  for  me  to  dwell 
much  longer  on  the  Deakin — Mauger- 
Hume  Cook- Crouch -Salmon  portion  of  the 
Gwemment  statement.  It  is  not  up  to 
much.  It  is  not  definite.  It  says  a  lot, 
and  does  nothing. 

Senator  Millen. — Rather  like  the  honor- 
able senator's  speech  to-dav. 

Senator  McGREGOR— Yes. 

Senator  Guthrie. — Whose  fault  is  that? 

Senator  McGREGOR. — I  am  not  in  a 
hurry,  and  I  am  sure  that  the  Minister 
ought  to  be  grateful  even  for  that.  I  am 
making  the  most  I  can  out  of  the  material 
at  my  disposal.  It  is  very  like  the  picture 
in  the  Sydney  Star  the  other  day.  It 
showed  the  Hon.  Alfred  Deakin  and  the 
Hon.  Joseph  OxA,  with  three  legs,  trying 


to  build  a  wall.  I  now  come  to  the  other 
section  of  the  Ministerial  statement.  Who, 
in  this  branch  of  the  Legislature,  is  going 
to  father  the  defence  proposals  of  the 
Goverrunent  ?  They  are  going  to  do  great 
things.  They  have  a  defence  scheme,  and 
have  sent  a  representative  to  a  Conference 
to  be  held  very  shortly  in  Great  Britain. 
To  my  mind,  out  of  the  Cabinet  they  could 
not  have  selected  a  more  unpopular  or  less 
effective  representative. 

Senator  Dobson. — Nonsense  ! 

Senator  McGREGOR. — Ves;  the  honor- 
able senator  has  talked  a  lot  of  nonsense 
in  his  time.  What  are  the  qualifications 
of  the  Minister  who  has  been  despatched 
Home?  Did  not  the  very  invitation  to  the 
Conference  require  the  attendance  of  the 
Minister  of  Defence  in  every  self-governing 
Dominion  ? 

Senator  de  Largie. — Xew  Zealand  sent 
its  Prime  Minister. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— He  embodied 
the  whole  virtue  of  the  Cabinet  and  Par- 
liament, and,  of  course,  he  had  to  go  Home 
to  raise  the  wind.  Why  did  not  the  Min- 
ister of  Defence  for  Australia  go  Home  too  ? 
Is  it  because  his  knowledge  of  defence 
matters  is  of  such  intrinsic  value  that  it 
was  necessary  for  him  to  stay  in  Aus- 
tralia? Were  there  no  other  members  of 
the  Cabinet  who  could  have  occupied  his 
position  while  he  was  in  Great  Britain? 
No ;  but,  a.s  I  have  already  suggested, 
who  would  watch  the  slippery  Prime  Min- 
ister if  JIx.  Cook  were  away  ?  That  is 
exactly  the  position  as  it  appears  to  me. 

Senator  de  Largie. — They  go  on  the 
principle  of  "  set  a  thief  to  catch  a 
thief." 

Senator  McGREGOR.- And  the  prin- 
ciple of  set  a  thief  to  watch  a  thief.  I 
do  not  like  to  apply  such  rude  and  vulgar 
terms  to  such  honorable  gentlemen,  but 
still,  if  honorable  senators  opposite  are 
not  plea-"!ed  with  what  I  have  said,  I  will 
apply  the  remark.  Because,  sir,  the 
members  of  this  Government  have  stolen 
nearly  every  policy  that  has  ever  been 
advocated  by  any  party  in  Australia — 
even  the  policy  of  the  Labour  Party — and 
have  embellished  them. 

Senator  Grav. — Surelv  the  honorable 
senator  does  not  find  fault  with  that? 

Senator  McGREGOR.— I  do  not  find 
fault  with  that,  but  if  anybody  stole 
Senator  Gray  for  a  mantelpiece  ornament, 
hung  a  56-lb.  weighr^round  his  neck, 
and  threw  him^td^ffie  Y^ha,  Jie  would  not 
brag  about  it.     Neither  has  the  Labour 
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Party  any  respect  for  those  who  steal  its 
policy,  and  then  turn  it  out  with  such  en- 
cumbrances as  will  make  it  ineffective  or 
useless  if  brought  into  operation.  We 
know  all  these  things,  and  when  we  find 
3  Government  stealing  a  policy,  and  then 
smothering  it  in  detail,  we  have  no  ad- 
miration for  them.  Now  about  this  mat- 
ter of  defence. 

Senator  Colonel  Neild. — ^The  honorable 
senator  had  better  "  return  to  his 
muttons." 

Senator  McGREGOR.— The  honorable 

senator  who  interrupts,  no  doubt,  knows 
a  lot  about  the  subject.  At  least,  he  look* 
as  if  he  knows  about  it. 

Senator  Guthrie. — Why  was  not  Sena- 
tor Neild  sent  Home? 

Senator  McGREGOR.— It  was  a  great 
"reflectiwi  on  the  honorable  senatcar's  ability 
and  knowledge  that  he  was  not  included 
in  the  Cabinet,  and  sent  to  represent  Aus- 
tralia at  the  Defence  Conference.  The 
unanimous  acknowledgment  of  that  state- 
ment by  honorable  senators  ought  to  please 
Senator  Neild,  great  though  his  vanity 
mav  be.  Inquiries  have  been  made  here 
to-day  as  to  the  instructions  given  to  the 
representative  of  the  Government  who  has 
just  gone  to  England.  No  one  knows 
yet  what  the  instructions  were.  Apparently 
they  were  secret  instructions,  and  I  sup- 
pose that  Colonel  Foxton  is  going  to  a 
secret  Conference,  and  no  one  will  ever 
know  what  takes  place.  We  do  not  know 
whether  the  instructions  represented  the 
views  of  the  Corner  party,  the  Cook  party, 
or  the  Deakin  party ;  or  whether  they 
were  a  hybridized  conglomeration  that  no 
one  could  understand. 

Senator  Colonel  Neild, — ^The  honorably 
senator  should  say  that  slowly  j  we  should 
like  to  have  the  band  parts. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— The  Confer- 
ence will  be  held,  and  I  suppose  we  must 
expect  great  results  from  it.  But  the  Go- 
vernment are  already  committed.  They 
have  despatched  a  cablegram  to  the  Im- 
perial Government,  stating  that  they  are 
prepared  to  present  to  Great  Britain  a 
Dreadnought,  or  something  equivalent  to 
it.  They  did  that  while  Parliament  was 
not  sitting,  and  without  consulting  Par- 
liament in  reference  to  it.  T  am  not 
going  to  say  that  there  are  not  enough 
fool  ish  representatives  or  misrepresenta- 
tives  of  the  people  in  the  iFederal  Parlia- 
ment, to  CMnmit  themselves  to  an  absurdity 
of  this  description,  while  we  ourselves  are 


absolutely  defenceless.  New  Zealand  has 
oifered  a  Dreadnought;  and  what  an 
astonishment  it  will  be  to  the  people  of 
Great  Britain  and  to  His  Gracious  Majesty  , 
the  King  when  they  know  that  the  people 
of  New  Zealand  already  owe  ;^69,ooo,ooo, 
and  have  not  a  warship  of  their  own,  IKW 
any  adequate  defence  in  the  whole 
Dominicm,  and  when  they  6nd,  neverthe- 
less, that  these  people  have  the  cheek — I 
will  even  call  il  the  impertinence — to  pro- 
pose to  give  something  to  sOToebody  else. 
The  position  is  exactly  the  same  in  Aus- 
tralia. We  owe  the  financial  institutic»is 
of  Great  Britain  between  ^^240,000,000 
and  ;i^2  50,000,000. 

Senator  St.  Ledger. — The  best  invest- 
ment on  earth. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— Yes,  f<x  them. 
Senator  St.  Ledger. — For  us,  too. 
Senator  McGREGOR.— The  honorable 
senator  knows  that  it  is  a  good  investment 
for  the  financial  institutions.  See  how 
readily  he  assents  to  a  proposition  that  has 
some  ocxnmon  sense  in  it.  The  best  in- 
\'estments  that  the  financial  institutions  of 
Great  Britain  have  are  their  Australian 
investments,  because  here  they  have  the 
most  enterprising  and  the  most  honest 
people  in  the  world  to  deal  with,  and  the 
simplest  people,  too. 

Senator  Dobson. — Cock-a-doodle  doo  ! 
Senator    McGREGOR.  —  Any  rooster 
that  makes  an  exhibition  of  himself  on 
such  an  occasion  is,  of   course,  merely 
holding  himself  up  to  public  obloquy. 

Sepator  St.  Ledger. — Is  the  honorable 
senates  looking  in  a  mirrOT? 

Senator  McGREGOR.— The  honorable 
senator  has  become  very  thin-skinned  since 
he  began  to  rub  shoulders  with  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Employers'  UniOT,  and  ap- 
parently he  does  not  quite  know  where  he 
is.  There  is  no  necessity  to  test  the 
loyalty  of  the  people  of  Australia.  That 
has  been  tested  long  ago.  There  are 
evidences  in  abundance,  that  it  would  be 
the  great  desire,  not  only  of  the  British 
people  and  the  British  Government,  but 
of  the  Admiralty  itself,  that  Australia  and 
all  the  outlying  Doninions  should  take 
steps  to  provide  for  their  own  protection, 
instead  of  offering  to  Great  Britain  some- 
thing whidi  will  very  likely  in  ten  or 
twelve  years  be  useless.  What  are 
we  dcHng?  We  are  offering  Great  Britain 
a  Dreadnought,  and  Great  Britain  will 
have  to  lend  us  the  money  with  which  to 
build  it ;  she  will  have  to  build  it ;  she 
will  have  to  man  it ;  and  she  wHl  have  to 
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pay  for  the  maintenance  of  it.  She  can- 
not find  the  men  to  man  it  in  Australia, 
because  we  have  not  men  trained  here; 
nor  are  we  likely  to  have  men  trained  for 
the  naval  sffl'vice  as  long  as  we  continue  as 
we  are  dcnng  at  present.  Now,  the  late 
Government  bad  a  definite  policy  for  the 
protection  of  Australia,  and  for  the  assis- 
tance of  the  Empire  in  that  direction.  They 
were  prepared  to  pav  for  the  service  out 
of  the  revenue  of  Australia,  and  the  people 
of  Australia  were  quite  prepared  to  find  the 
money.  Up  to  the  present  time  we  have 
not  paid  more  than  ss.  .id.  per  head  for 
our  own  defence,  whilst  almost  every  other^ 
country  in  the  world  pays  four  times  tbot* 
amount.  The  people  of  Great  Britain  pay 
five  times  as  much.  Yet  honorable  senatcxv 
supporting  the  Government  wish  to  keep  on 
in  our  present  path,  and  to  s;ive  awav  a 
roupic  of  millifHis  in  a  direction  that  will 
create  a  burden  fOT  us  but  will  afford  no 
relief  to  the  heavily  taxed  people  of  Great 
Britain,  who  will  have  to  maintain  and 
man  the  Drfadnou^ht  afterwards.  Lord 
Tweedmouth  himself,  when  First  Lord  of 
the  Admiraltv.  said  that  the  best  thing  that 
Canada,  South  Africa,  New  Zealand,  and 
Australia  could  do  was  to  build  torp)edo 
boats,  submarines,  and  similar  vessels  to 
endeavour  to  protect  themselves  and  to  assist 
Great  Britain  in  that  way.  In  face  of  the 
evidence  that  that  is  the  right  thing  to  do, 
the  policy  of  the  present  Government  is  both 
foolhardy  and  foolish  in  every  respect. 
Then  thev  propose  to  build  docks  at  dif- 
ferent places. 

Senator  Colonel  Xeild. — The  honorable 
senator  is  trying  to  "  dock  "  the  Govern- 
ment programme. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— It  wants  dock- 
ing, scraping,  and  treating  in  various  other 
ways  before  it  will  be  of  anv  use  to  this 
rountrv,  and  the  .sooner  the  honorable  sena- 
tor tackles  the  job  and  does  something  of 
that  description,  the  better  it  will  be  for  the 
Government.  I  see  frcwn  the  Ministerial 
statement  that  docks  and  ship-yards  are  to 
V/e  established.  Where  are  thev  going  to 
put  the  ship-vards.  and  what  are  thev  for? 
I  doubt  whether  there  is  a  member  of  the 
Government  who  knows  the  difference  be- 
tween a  dock-vard,  a  ship-vard.  and  a 
foundry.  Indeed,  they  do  not  know  the 
rlifference  between  a  flat-iron  and  a  black- 
smith's anvil. 

Senator  Gray. — Does  the  honorable  sena- 
tor know? 

Senator  McGREGOR.— I  am  not  mak- 
ing profeSMons  of  knowledge.  I  am  making 


statements  which  it  will  be  for  honorable 
senators  opposite  to  refute  if  they  can.  One 
ship-yard  in  Australia  would  be  sufficient 
to  build  all  the  \-essels  we  shall  want  for 
many  years  to  come,  and  would  be  a  very 
effective  place  for  that  kind  of  work.  From 
the  defence  point  of  view,  all  the  dock-yard 
accommodation  that  is  required  in  this  coun- 
try is  in  the  form  of  docks  for  the  repair 
and  maintenance  of  the  mercantile  marine, 
and  not  for  our  defence.  We  want  very 
little  accommodation  for  that  purpose.  The 
policy  of  the  late  Government  included  all 
that  was  necessary  in  that  respect.  Then 
we  come  to  the  corner  party  secticxi — the 
Forrest-Irvine-Quick  section — I  cannot 
think  of  all  their  names. 

Senator  W.  Russell. — The  Torv  Party. 

Senator  McGREGOR.~We  may  call 
them  the  Tory  Party.  That  party  was 
rather  strong  with  regard  to  financial  policy. 
But  what  is  the  financial  policy  of  the  Go- 
vernment? If  any  one  can,  out  of  thiy 
Ministerial  statement,  tell  me  what  the  finan- 
cial proposals  of  the  Government  are,  I 
shall  give  him  credit  for  great  wisdcnn  and 
discrimination.  I  cannot  ascertain.  S<xne- 
thing  is  going  to  be  done  in  the  distant 
future,  and  there  is  a  hazy  reference  to  it. 

Senator  GtmiRiE. — The  reference  is  to  a 
temporary  arrangement  at  that. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— No  one  knows 
what  it  is.  Not  long  ago  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter and  many  of  his  supporters  declared  that 
the  time  had  arrived  when  there  ought  to 
be  a  separation  between  the  financial  affairs 
of  the  States  and  of  the  Commonwealth. 
But  the  Government  are  still  keeping  the 
two  mixed  up.  The  late  Government  had  a 
definite  financial  policy,  which  was  iust 
both  to  the  Commonwealth  and  the  States. 
Let  me  remind  honorable  senators  that 
when  the  Convention  which  brought  the 
Commonwealth  into  existence  was  sitting, 
the  Customs  and  Excise  revenue  of 
all  Australia  was  ^^6, 000, 000.  One- 
quarter  was  supposed  to  go  to  the 
Commonwealth,  and  three-quarters,  under 
the  Constitution,  had  to  be  paid  to 
the  States.  That  is  to  say,  the  Com- 
monwealth was  to  retain  500,000, 
and  ;£4, 500,000  was  to  go  to  the  States. 
After  nine  years  the  late  Government  were 
prepared  to  gire  to  the  States  out  of  the 
Commonwealth  revenue  a  minimum  of 
.■<^5, 000,000,  with  /"z^o.ooo  in  addition 
for  Western  Australia,  making  the  latter 
sum  a  disappearing  amount  under  a  sliding 
scale.  That  was  the  lowest  sum  that  the 
States  were  to  get,  and  they  were  to  be  paif* 
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that  amount  per  capita.  That  was  definite, 
and  we  had  not  to  wait  for  a  Premiers' 
Conference  to  dictate  anything.  Then  after 
the  expenses  of  the  Government  of  the 
Ccmmon wealth  were  taken  out  of  the 
Commonwealth's  share  of  the  revenue 
anything  left  was  also  to  be  divided 
per  capita  amongst  the  States.  Is 
there  any  such  definiteness  in  the  policy  of 
the  present  Government?  I  cannot  find  it 
if  there  is.  I  shall  not  attempt  to  find  what 
is  not  there,  but  I  propose  to  tell  honorable 
senators  why,  in  my  opinion,  and  in  the 
opinion  of  a  great  majority  of  tlie  people 
of  Australia,  the  late  Government  was  de- 
feated- It  was  because  they  had  definite 
propositions  to  put  before  the  country  with 
respect  to  the  raising  of  revenue,  and  with 
respect  to  the  ultimate  settlement  of  people, 
not  only  of  Australians  but  of  people  from 
other  parts  of  the  world,  on  the  lands  of 
Australia.  The  late  Government  in  their 
proposals  included  a  progressive  tax  on 
the  unimproved  value  of  land.  Where  is 
the  opposition  to  that  coming  from?  Is  it 
not  from  the  financiU  instituti(»is,  and  the 
large  and  wealthy  land-holders  of  Austra- 
lia, backed  up  by  the  Employers'  Union 
and  the  Chambers  of  Commerce?  They 
have  got  the  present  Government  in  the 
hollow  of  their  hand,  and  will  keep  them 
there  or  snuff  them  out  as  they  think  fit. 
That  is  exactly  the  position  the  present  Go- 
vernment is  in.  And  it  is  because  the  late 
Government  were  not  prepared  to  submit 
to  the  dictatiwi  of  any  section  of  the  com- 
munity that  it  was  not  thought  desirable 
they  should  bold  the  reins  of  government 
any  longer.  Then  we  are  told  that  there 
are  great  proposals  in  the  wind ;  the  taking 
o\er  of  the  Northern  Territory,  the  build- 
ing of  the  Federal  Capital,  and  the 
cost  of  the  Western  Australian  railway 
' '  when  the  construction  is  authorized. ' ' 
There  ts  a  doubt  about  it.  Sir  John  For- 
rest was  not  strong  enough  or  could  not 
exert  sufficient  influence  to  have  that  pro- 
viso omitted  from  the  Ministerial  state- 
ment. All  these  great  expenses  are  to  be 
incurred,  but  it  is  said  that  in  view  of  the 
expenditure  necessary  within  the  next  finan- 
cial year  some  new  system  of  financing  will 
have  to  be  adopted.  And  what  is  the  sug- 
gestion? That  we  should  go  on  to  the 
money  market  and  borrow  money  for  what 
the  Government  call  reproductive  works. 
So  long  as  I  have  the  privilege  of  repre- 
senting South  Australia  in  the  Federal  Par- 
liament, I  shall  always  strenuously  oppose 
any  borrowing  policy  for  anything  of  that 
Senator  MeGregcr. 


kind.  There  will  have  to  be  some  definite- 
ness about  it.  Are  the  people  of  Australia 
not  in  a  position  now  to  pay  for  the  im- 
provements required  in  the  telegraphic  and 
telephonic  services,  and  to  remedy  the  de- 
fects existing  in  our  postal  arrangements? 
If  within  the  last  nine  years  the  Com- 
monwealth Government  had  spent  the 
money  on  these  services  which  they  had 
the  power  to  spend,  instead  of  giving  it 
back  to  the  States  to  be  squandered,  they 
would  all  have  been  up  to  date.  Because 
we  did  not  do  that  it  is  proposed  that 
we  should  adopt  a  borrowing  policy  to 
right  what  we  permitted  to  go  wrong,  and 
what,  to  a  great  extent,  had  been  allowed 
to  go  wrong  before  we  took  over  the  Post 
and  Telegraph  Departments  of  the  States. 
So  long  as  I  am  a  member  of  the  Senate 
a  borrowing  policy  for  any  such  purpo>e 
will  have  my  opposition.  In  common  with 
the  members  of  the  party  with  whom  I  am 
associated,  I  am  prepared  to  do  all  I  pos- 
sibly can  to  put  these  services  into  an  effec- 
tive omdition,  but  the  people  of  Australia 
will  have  to  bear  the  necessary  expense, 
and  must  maintain  tlvem  out  of  their  own 
pockets.  There  is  to  be  no  borrowing  for 
works  of  a  perishable  nature.  We  are  not 
going  to  do  the  same  as  they  did  in  some 
of  the  States  when  they  bought  guns,  which 
now  lie  buried  in  the  sand,  although  th'* 
money  borrowed  to  purchase  them  is  still 
owing,  and  interest  on  it  has  still  to  be 
paid. 

Senator  Pearce. — Money  was  borrowed 
for  the  purchase  of  blank  rartridge  in  some 
of  the  States. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— Some  of  the 
States  borrowed  millions  for  the  introduc- 
tion of  immigrants,  who,  after  arrival  in 
Australia,  remained  here  only  a  feu- 
days.  Thousands  of  them  are  now  in  New 
Zealand.  We  are  not  going  to  have  bor- 
rowing in  the  Commonwealth  for  a  poHcv 
of  that  description.  It  mav  be  necessary 
in  the  future  history  of  the  Commonwealth 
to  borrow  money,  but  it  will  be  for  conver- 
sion, and  not  for  the  construction  of  public 
yftxla  that  perish  in  time,  and  without  pro- 
vision for  redemption. 

Senator  Gkay. — I  understand  that  the 
New  Zealand  Government  was  kept  in 
office  by  the  Labour  Party. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— I  do  not  know 
what  the  honorable  senator  is  referring  to. 
He  must  be  in  a  fog,  or  a  high  wind ;  he 
seems  to  have  very  hazy  ideas  of  what  he 
is  talking  about.  There  is  in  New  Zealand 
no  Labour  Party  worth  speaking  df .  After 
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j  Mr.  Ballance  came  into  power  the  Govern- 
ments of  tlie  Dominion  were  so  liberal  as 
to  make  it  unnecessary  that  a  Labour  Party 
should  grow  up  there,  but  as  thev  become 
Conservative  no  doubt  the  necessity  for  a 
Labour  Party  in  New  Zealand  will  arise 
in  the  near  future.  If  it  had  not  been  far 
such  ittustrious  personages  as  Senatws 
Grny,  Walker,  Pulsford,  and  Neiid,  who 
turned  Conservative  at  the  first  breath, 
there  would  have  been  no  necessity  f<x-  a 
Labour  Party  in  Australia.  But  the  Labour 
Party  has  arisen  out  of  the  necessities  of 
Australia,  and  it  is  going  to  remain  and 
to  grow.  I  think  it  would  be  a  waste  of 
breath  to  endeavour  to  criticise  any  further 
such  an  ambigucms  statemmt  as  has  been 
put  before  the  people  of  Australia  by  the 
present  Government.  I  will,  therefore,  con- 
clude by  again  congratulating  them  on  the 
fusion  that  has  been  effected.  I  am  de- 
lighted to  see  such  old  and  doughty  op- 
I<<Hients  as  Senators  Millen  and  Best  sitting 
•cheek  by  jowl.  How  long  they  will  agree 
in  brotherly  amity  is  impossible  for  me,  or 
foi  any  one  else,  to  say,  and  how  long 
Senators  Gray  and  Walker  will  live  in  the 
■embraces  of  Senators  Trenwith  and  Keat- 
ing, is  a  puzzle  which  the  Sphinx  could 
scarcely  solve. 

Senator  Findley. — What  about  Senator 
Mulcahy  ? 

Senator  McGREGOR.— Senator  Mul- 
■calu-  is  like  the  innocent  diild  who  sleeps 
peacefully  «i  the  breast  of  any  foster 
mother.  '  It  would  be  impossible  to  tell 
who  was  the  hmorable  senator's  real  poli- 
tjcal  mother  from  any  votes  he  has  given  or 
any  speech  he  has  delivered  in  the  Senate. 
Whether  the  honorable  senator  is  a  Liberal, 
a  Consenative,  a  Radical,  or  a  nonde- 
script, I  am  unable  to  say.  I  would  ask 
some  hwiorable  senator  who  has  a  better 
knowledge  of  these  things  to  make  an  at- 
tempt to  do  so  after  1  have  finished.  So 
far  as  the  Opposition  is  concerned,  any 
measures  that  are  in  the  best  interests  of 
Australia  will  receive  our  ardent  and  faith- 
ful support,  and  anything  we  consider  to 
the  detriment  of  the  interests  of  the  Com- 
monwealth will  receive  our  most  serious  and 
strenuous  opposition.  With  the  best  wishes 
for  my  friends  in  the  Government,  I  shall 
"be  satisfied  with  what  I  have  alre^y  said. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD  (New  South 
Wales)  [3.50].— I  feel  that  it  is  a  task  of 
no  cffdinary  character  to  attempt  to  traverse 
the  miscellaneous  observations  of  the  dis- 
tinguished senator  who  has  just  resumed 
his  seat.    I  affm  to  my  bonctrable  friend 


my  most  sincere  condolences  in  connexion 
with  the  plaintive  wail  from  the  ejected 
from  "the  tart-shop." 

Senator  Fikdley. — ^The  honorable  sena- 
tor should  not  break  down  over  it. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD. — I  feel  almost 
inclined  to  break  down  from  manly  svm- 
pathv  with  my  honorable  friend  in  his  af- 
riiction.  In  what  I  have  to  say,  I  shall 
speak  from  the  stand-point  of  the  candid 
friend  and  the  independent  member.  What 
I  have  to  say  may  not  be  wholly  pleasing 
to  any  one;  but  I  hope  there  will  be 
a  few  little  bits  of  pleasure  for  some, 
and  a  few  little  bits  of  grit  for 
others.  Senator  McGregor  has  just  in- 
formed  us  of  the  splendid  services  that  he 
and  his  party  are  prepared  to  render  to  the 
Commonwealth.  How  differently  that 
reads  from  the  statement  which  the  honor- 
able senator  made  eight  years  ago,  from 
that  well-worn  bit  of  carpet  opposite  where 
I  stand,  when  he  uttered  those  memorable 
words  that  must  always  live  to  the  con- 
demnation of  himself  and  his  colleagues. 
"  The  Labour  Party  are  up  for  sale." 
They  would  be  up  for  sale  to-day  if  there 
were  any  takers,  but  there  are  none.  In  the 
few  things  I  have  to  say,  I  shall  begin  bv 
making  a  few  observations  for  the  benefit 
of  my  friends  Senators  Millen  and  Best. 
I  am  not  satisfied  with  everything  that  has 
happened  lately. 

Senator  Findlev.— We  knew  the  hon- 
orable senator  would  not  be. 

Senator  McGregor.— Was  the  ho«or. 
able  senator  ever  satisfied  ? 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— I  was  quite 
satisfied  that  Senator  McGregor  was  pump- 
ing hard  in  a  sincere  effort  to  talk  sense 
this  afternoon;  and  I  am  also  satisfied 
that  he  did  not  succeed  in  talking  sense. 
I  have,  in  times  past,  invited  the  Senate  to 
support  propositions  which,  on  at  least 
three  occasions,  have  been  supported  unani- 
mously or  by  large  majorities  in  favour  of 
a  more  adequate  representation  bv  Xfinisters 
m  this  Chamber.  The  objection  I  raised 
before  in  this  connexion  I  raise  again  to- 
day. 

Senator  Peabce.— With  greater  em- 
phasis. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— In  a  Cham- 
her  that  contains  half  the  number  of  mem- 
bers constituting  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legislatnre  

Senator  McGregor.— It  is  too  late  to 
go  home  now,  and  the  honorable  senator 
would  not  be  sent,  anyway. 
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Senator  Coloiiel  NEILD. — I  am  not 
proposing  to  catch  a  train  before  S  o'clock 
to-morrow  afternoon,  so  that  I  am  not  in 
the  least  kind  of  hurry ;  and  when  honor- 
able senators  have  done,  I  will  be  prepared 
to  go  on.  But,  as  the  bo'sun  used  to  say 
in  Midshipman  Easy,  I  am  not  prepared 
to  waste  His  Majesty's  breath  in  shouting 
against  a  crowd. 

Senator  McGregor. — Is  the  honwable 
senator  senicH'  or  junior  in  the  service  to 
Colonel  Foiton? 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— I  do  not 
know,  and  it  does  not  matter,  where  the 
military  seniority  lies.  In  this  Chamber, 
intellectual  superiority  is  of  much  greater 
consequence.  The  Senate  has  again  and 
again  decided  that  Gwernments  should 
be  represented  hare  hy  at  least  two 
salaried  Ministers — that  is,  Ministers  desig- 
nated by  the  Constitution.  But  to-day  that 
condition  of  affairs  does  not  exist.  In  this 
Chamber  we  have  one  Minister  known  to 
Uie  CcHistitution,  and  another  who  is  un- 
known to  it. '  The  leader  of  the  Opposition 
— seeing  that  he  has  been  in  the  positicHi  of 
"  fifth  wheel  of  the  coach  "  upon  two  occa- 
sions—might very  well  hold  his  speech,  be- 
cause when  he  was  not  a  Minister  he  was 
very  pleased  to  support  my  moticms  in  favour 
of  s«niring  fuller  representation  of  the 
Government  in  the  Senate.  I  need  scarcely 
point  out  that  this  Chamber  contains  half 
the  number  of  members  that  is  to  be  found 
in  another  place.  Yet,  whilst  in  that 
Chamber  there  are  no  less  than  six  Min- 
isteh  designated  by  the  Constitution,  there 
has  never  been  more  than  <xie  here.  If  my 
honorable  friends  opposite  had  remained  in 
office,  I  should  have  brought — as  the  busi- 
ness-paper shows — exactly  the  same  com- 
plaint against  them  that  I  am  now  urging 
in  regard  to  the  representation  in  this 
Chamber  of  the  existing  Government.  As 
a  man  who  takes  some  interest  in  constitu- 
tional methods,  I  cannot  be  otherwise  than 
eminently  satisfied  that  members  of  the 
Commonwealth  Parliament  have  now  been 
practically  reduced  to  two  par^s. 

Senator  Pearce. — The  honorable  senator 
said  that  he  was  startine:  a  third  partv. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— No  doubt 
the  observation  of  my  honorable  friend — 
which  I  did  not  catch — was  a  mcKt  pro- 
found one,  but  I  shall  deal  with  him  later, 
and  I  shall  have  a  good  deal  to  sav 
which  he  will  not  think  at  all  profound. 
That  the  forces  in  Federal  politics  hare 
•^ow  twen  reduced  to  practically  two  par- 
^  augurs  very  much  better  for  the  success- 


ful working  of  the  parliamentary  machine 
than  has  been  the  case  hitherto.    In  the 

pas£,  there  has  always  been  some  p:in:> 
hanging  on  the  wing  of  scone  other  party 
with  a  view  to  political — s<Mne  hMiorable 
senator  might  say  personal — advantage. 
But  we  now  have  only  two  parties  in  the 
Comnxmwealth  Parliament,  and  that  fact 
must  appeal  to  the  good  saise  of  any  <»ie 
who  is  interested  in  parliamentary  pro- 
cedure from  a  constitutional  stand-point. 
As  a  result  of  the  fusion  or  coalition  

Senatw  Story. — There  has  not  been  a 
fusion,  but  an  absorptim. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— I  think  that 
"  absorption  "  is  the  correct  word  to  de- 
scribe what  has  recently  taken  place.  One 
eminent  Victorian,  with  the  assistance  of 
ten  others,  has  practically  absorbed  all  the 
other  members  of  Parliament,  who  entertain 
views  at  all  similar  to  their  own.  That  ab- 
sorpticHi  does  not  appeal  to  me.  I  go  fur- 
ther, and  say  that,  from  my  own  knowledge 
of  unions  of  the  kind  in  Australia — a  know- 
ledge which  extends  o\'er  twenty-five  fX 
thirty  years — the  results  have  not  been  of  a 
character  satisfactory  to  their  weli-wishers. 
What  the  future  may  have  in  store  for  the 
present  arrangement  I  do  not  know.  But  I  do 
know  that,  owing  to  the  changes  which  have 
recently  occurred,  one  is  compelled  to  take 
up  some  position  of  definiteness  in  respect 
of  the  two  parties  now  in  Parliament.  The 
fact  that  honcM-able  senators  have  changed 
their  seats  is  an  indication  that  with  the 
change  which  has  been  brought  about  in 
anotlier  place  there  has  been  a  correspond- 
ing change  here. 

Senator  Pearce. — The  honorable  sena- 
tor has  left  his  books  in  his  old  seat,  so  that 
he  evidently  anticipates  a  speedy  return  to- 
the  Opposition  (benches. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD. — As  my  papers 
are  doubtless  in  the  way  of  my  honorable 
friend,  I  take  his  hint  in  a  friendly  spirit, 
and  I  will  remove  them  most  speedily.  I 
regret  that  carelessness  upcxi  my  part 
should  have  caused  him  any  inconvenience. 
We  must  all  recognise  that,  for  the  present 
at  any  rate,  political  lines  in  this  Parlia- 
ment are  marked  out  in  no  indistinct  man- 
ner. Those  who  do  not  belong  to  the- 
Labour  Party,  and  who  are  not  prepared 
to  embrace  the  bonds  which  it  holds  out  tr> 
every  member  of  Parliament,  must  take  up 
an  attitude  of  antagonism  to  it.  Durinj; 
i.Se  past  few  weeks,  as  we  all  know,  through- 
out Australia  frantic  cries  haine  beat 
raised  bv  the  ^«pti^  byfcoi&^Qj^C"  tart 
shop  " — if  I  may  use  a  phrase  which  has 
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become  almost  historic.  But  why  these 
wails?  Did  not  the  members  of  the  Labour 
Party  dig  the  very  pit  into  which  they  have 
fallen?  Were  they  not  their  own  ejectors 
from  office?  Did  they  not  know  when  they 
accepted  office,  they  could  retain  it  only  with 
the  support  of  the  Deakin  party,  and  did 
they  not  at  oiwe  attempt  to  undermine  that 
party  in  the  constituencies?  They  were 
content  to  live  by  the  support  of  the 
Deakin  party,  but  they  were  anxious,  nay, 
urgent,  to  cut  the  political  throats  of  that 
party  in  the  constituencies.  They  made  the 
support  of  the  Deakin  party  an  impossi- 
bility, and  having  teaped  the  reward  of 
their  energies  

Senator  Story. — And  honesty. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— There  is  no 
doubt  that  they  wailed  throughout  Australia 
with  a  degree  of  honesty  that  was  worthy 
of  the  honorable  senator's  most  complete 
effects.  If  ever  there  was  an  instance  of 
boomerang  politics,  we  find  it  in  the  present 
positicHi.  Having  alienated  the  support  of 
the  Deakin  party — having  ibeen  struck  by 
the  bo(xiierang  that  they  were  aiming  at 
that  party  in  the  constituencies — ^they  now 
lament  the  success  of  their  efforts. 

Senator  McGregor. — We  did  not  trim 
our  policy  for  the  purpose  of  remaining  in 
office. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— I  do  not 
think  that  my  honorable  friend  did.  His 
statement  is  perfectly  true.  I  think  that 
he  and  some  of  his  friends  did  their 
utmost  to  outrage  the  good  sense  of  the 
community  so  far  as  they  decently  could. 
There  was  not  a  newspaper  in  Australia — 
with  the  excepti<Hi  of  a  few  anti-British 
rags — which  did  what  the  hcmorable  senator 
and  his  friends  did,  namely,  oppose  the 
granting  of  assistance  bv  this  great  Com- 
mcxiwealth,  not  to  the  Mother  CWitry,  be- 
cause I  decline  to  regard  that  assistance  as 
a  gift  to  Britain,  but  to  the  Empire.  It 
was  a  gift  to  the  Empire,  and  should  stand 
as  such. 

Senator  Turley. — ^The  honorable  senator 
is  wrong  about  the  newspapers  supporting 
the  movement. 

SenatOT  Colonel  NEILD.—There  are  a 
few  thousand  newspapers  published  in  Aus- 
tralia, and  I  own  that  I  am  not  able  to 
read  them  all. 

Senator  St.  Ledger. — The  honorable 
senator  expressly  excepted  the  "  rags." 

SenatOT  Colonel  NEILD.— I  did.  I  have 
read  journals  whicli  opposed  the  action 


of  Australia  in  c<»ning  to  the  assistanoe,  not 
of  Britain  but  of  the  Empire. 

Senator  Turley. — There  was  not  one' 
newspaper  in  Queensland  which  supported 
the  Dreadnought  proposal. 

Senator  Fearce. — Not  in  South  Austra- 
lia. 

Senator  Findley. — The  South  Australian 
Register  said  that  it  was  "  the  emanation 
of  feather-headed  fools." 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD. — I  own  that 
I  cannot  read  the  thousands  of  newspapers 
published  in  Australia,  but  I  do  know  that 
the  vast  majority  of  them  supported  the 
proposal  that  the  Ccmimonwealth  should 
take  its  proper  place  in  sharing  Empire  re- 
sponsibilities. It  is  not  those  who  howl 
the  loudest  at  public  meetings  who  most 
faithfully  reflect  the  wishes  of  Australia. 
When  the  next  appeal  to  the  electors  is 
made — I  care  not  what  Ministry  may  be  in 
oiEce — they  will,  I  feel  sure,  declare  that 
it  is  the  duty  of  Australia  to  assist  in  bear- 
ing the  burden  of  the  defence  of  the  Em- 
pire. How  can  the  Ccnnnxxiwealth  better 
swre  its  own  interests  than  by  assisting  in 
the  defence  of  the  Empire  as  a  whole? 
The  Empire  may  be,  and  is,  doubtless,  pre- 
pared to  meet  all  emergencies,  but  if  it  is 
to  be  a  mere  question  of  sectional  defence 
— of  a  few  ships  here  and  a  few  cockle 
boats  there,  of  a  few  battalions  here  and 
a  few  cadets  scwaewhere  else  

SenatOT  McGregor. — And  a  few  colonels 
in  another  place. 

■  Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— The  man  who 
has  shown  by  years  of  service  his  anxiety 
to  attempt  scmiething  in  the  directicm  of 
Australian  and  Empire  defence  is  in  a 
much  better  position  to  meet  jibes  than  is 
the  man  whose  sole  efforts  in  connexion 
with  Australian  defence  hav^  been  in  the 
direction  of  ridicule. 

Senator  Findley.- — The  leader  of  the 
Opposition  has  never  seen  the  honorable 
senator  on  his  charger,  or  he  would  not 
have  made  that  interjection. 

■  Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— I  do  not  hap- 
pen to  be  a  solicitor,  or  I  might  be  de- 
scribed as  a  "charger."  The  leader  of 
the  Opposition  tcxrfc  great  exception  to  the 
fact  that  the  present  Ministry  contained 
seven  lawyers.  I  have  not  counted  the 
number  of  lawyers  in  the  Cabinet,  but  I 
know  that  a  lawyer  has  about  three  chances 
to  one  as  against  a  layman  of  securing  a 
pla<%  in  any  colonial  Ministry.  .My  honor- 
able friends'  p^di^v^C^^til^DBs  on  the 
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subject  of  lawyers  in  the  Cabinet  brought 
to  my  mind  the  words  put  into  the  mouth 
of  Jack  Cade—"  Let's  kill  all  the  law- 
yers." I  do  not  know  whether  his  i'dea  was 
that  the  Cabinet  would  be  better  without 
lawyers.  I  admit  that  there  is  rather  a 
plethora  of  them,  but  I  do  not  know  that 
the  displacement  of  a  lawyer  in  the  inte- 
rests of  my  honorable  friend  would  make 
the  present  Cabinet  very  much  better  than 
it  is.  The  honorable  senator  did  not  tell 
us  very  much  about  what  he  would  have 
done  had  he  been  allowed  to  remain  behind 
the  counter  of  the  "tart  shop."  As  a  mat- 
ter of  fact,  he  must  recollect  that  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Government  of  which  he  was 
one,  were  not  responsible  Ministers  within 
the  meaning  of  any  constitutional  term.  They 
were  in  this  Senate  and  in  another  place 
not  as  constitutional  Ministers,  who  were 
responsible  to  the  Crown  and  to  the  people, 
but  as  the  agents  of  the  caucus  with  the 
door  locked.  That  is  the  position.  I  do 
not  attempt  to  deny  that  Senator  McGregor 
sought  to  achieve  many  meritorious  results. 
I  do  not  for  an  instant  disagree  with  all 
that  thev  did,  or  all  that  they  proposed  to 
do ;  but  I  do  say,  that  not  one  member  of 
tlw  Ministry  sat'here  or  elsewhere  as  a  re- 
sponsible Minister  within  the  meaning  of 
any  constitutional  authorit\'.  They  were 
merely  here,  I  repeat,  as  the  agents  of  the 
caucus. 

Senator  StEWART.—Whcse  agents  are 
ihe  present  Ministry  ? 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— I  hope  that 
they  will  prove  to  be  the  agents  of  the) 
whole  community.  I  have  here  a  most 
extraordinarily  lengthy  document.  If  it 
were  only  printed  in  the  large  type  which 
dignifies  Vice-Regal  addresses,  I  do  not 
know  how  many  pages  it  would  occupy. 
I  listened  to*  nearly  all  of  it  yesterday, 
■when  Senator  Millen  was  reading  it.  While 
it  might  be  a  subject  of  much  interest  to 
mvself  personally  to  dilate  upon  its  verv 
numerous  paragraphs,  I  would  not  think 
■of  attempting  to  mention  more  than  a  very 
few  of  them.  There  are  some  paragraphs 
which  appeal  to  me,  I  own.  On  the  other 
hand,  there  are  some  about  which  I  am  not 
so  enthusiastic.  If  it  is  meant  for  anything 
more  than  a  political  placard,  as  descrip- 
tive of  a  policy ;  if  it  is  intended  as  an  m- 
dication  of  what  is  going  to  be  done  during 
the  present  sessicm,  we  shall  have  to  work 
overtime  all  the  six  months  before  us.  I 
hope  that  we  shall  deal  with  some  of  the 
subjects.     One  of   the  first  paragraphs 


which  catch  my  attention  relates  to  amend- 
ments of  the  Old- Age  Pensiwis  Act.  It  is 
proposed  to  reduce  the  period  of  residence 
in  Australia  from  twoity-five  to  twenty 
years.  The  present  Act,  with  a  twenty-i 
five  years'  residence  provision,  was  brought 
into  being  with  the  support  of  the  gentle- 
men who  are  now  His  Majesty's  Opposi- 
tion. 

Senator  Tubley. — And  the  Labour 
Party  drafted  that  Bill. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— The  new  bit? 

Senator  Turlev. — Yes. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— The  Labour 
Party  have  not  caught  up  the  position 
which,  as.  Royal  Commissioner  for  New 
South  Wales,  I  took  up  many  years  ago, 
when  I  advocated  fifteen  years'  lesidence. 
So  that  in  no  shape  or  way  can  I  be  in  op- 
position to  a  proposal  which  only  seeks 
to  approach  the  standard  I  laid  down  in  a 
report,  dated  1898.  When  the  question  of 
the  period  of  residence  in  New  South 
Wales  was  before  its  Parliament  in  cot- 
nexion  with  a  Bill  which  was  initiated  as 
the  result  of  my  efforts,  how  did  the  Labour 
Party  there  act?  With  the  exceptiim  of 
four,  every  member  of  that  party  voted 
against  my  attempt  to  amend  the  Act  so  as 
to  give  the  chance  of  a  pension  to  men 
whose  regular  vocations  took  them  outside 
New  South  Wales  for  more  than  twenty- 
four  months  in  txventy-five  years.  Mt. 
Thomas  Brown,  who  sits  in  another  place, 
was  one  of  those  who  voted  with  me ; 
but.  with  the  exception  of  the  four,  all 
the  other  members  of  the  Labour  Party 
of  New  South  Wales  voted  against  my 
motion  to  enable  the  payment  of  old-age 
pensions  to  those  who  had  served  Australia 
faithfully  and  well,  even  if  they  had  not 
resided  every  month  of  twenty-three  years 
out  of  twenty-five.  Now  that  Federation 
is  happily  about  to  extend  the  system 
throughout  Australia,  no  doubt  it  is  a  fitting 
time  for  the  Labour  Party  in  the  Senate  to 
show  their  condemnation  of  the  action  of 
their  comrades  in  New  South  Wales.  Then 
we  have  a  clause  about  State  insurance. 
For  the  last  ten  years  or  more  I  have  been 
making  a  solitary  endeavour  in  the  direc- 
tion of  State  insurance  for  workers.  The 
present,  however,  is  a  two-petmy  half-penny 
proposal.  It  only  proposes  something  for 
seamen ;  it  should  irwlude  all  the  workers 
of  Australia,  male  and  female  alike.  I 
have  battled  in  that  direction  for  the  last 
eleven  years,  and  I  hope  to  live  to  see,  at 
the  hands  of  either  this  Gorernment  or 
some  ether,   an  enactment  of  the  prin- 
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ople  of  the  State,  at  bare  cost,  in- 
suring the  life,  the  limbs  and  the  health 
of  e^-ery  worker  in  the  axnmunity.  It  is 
cheaper,  better,  and  less  open  to  ccmflict 
and  industrial  misunderstanding  than  any 
such  methods  as  are  indicated  in  this  docu- 
ment. 

Senator  Stoby. — It  Is  very  socialistic. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD. — 1  never  care 
what  a  measure  may  be  styled  by  either  its 
enemies  or  its  friends  if  1  believe  that  it 
is  for  the  good  of  the  c(xnm\|nity  as  a 
whole.  During  a  great  many  years  of 
parliamentary  life,  1  have  endeavoured  to 
consistently  support  everv  such  measure  as 
this.  If  it  is  made  broad  enough  and  use- 
ful enough,  I  do  not  care  what  it  is  called ; 
if  it  is  socialistic,  then  let  it  be  socialistic, 
but  let  it  be  passed. 

Senator  Stewart. — But  the  honorable 
senator  is  an  anti-Socialist. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD. — I  am  op- 
posed, necessarily,  to  some  of  the  things 
which  my  honorable  friend  proposes,  just 
as  he  is  opposed  to  some  of  the  things  I 
believe  in.  But  that  does  not,  has  not, 
and  I  trust  will  not,  prevent  us  from  work- 
ing and  voting  together  for  the  good  of  the 
Avhole  community  on  some  points,  if  we  dis- 
agree c«i  others.  In  this  Ministerial  state- 
ment, I  here  is  a  whole  section  devoted  to 
defence,  and  very  properly  so. 

Senator  Stewart. — That  is  a  subject 
about  which  the  honorable  senatot  should 
be  able  to  tel!  us  s<Mnething. 

Senator  Colone!  N  E I  LD, — I  may  sa  y 
a  few  things  before  I  sit  down,  and  some  of 
them  would  be  worthy  of  orchestral  ac- 
companiment. We  are  told  that  there  is 
another  cjroup  of  proposals.  Bless  my 
soul,  we  have  had  a  number  of,  not  only 
groups  of  proposals,  but  independent  pro- 
posals. But  while  these  proposals,  have 
been  mare  or  less  nebulous,  there  has  been 
Roing  On  in  connexion  with  our  Defence 
Force,  such  a  series  of  scandals,  such  a 
series  of  objectionable  doings  that  had  the 
late  Government  remained  in  ofBce  I  should 
most  assuredly  have  stood  here  to  demand 
the  appointment  of  a  Select  Ccmunittee 
to  investigate  them.  I  shall  mention  some 
of  these  things,  and  read  some  documents 
in  connexion  with  them  before  I  sit  down. 
Necessarily,  they  are  not  matters  with 
which  I  have  the  remotest  personal  con- 
cern, but  thev  are  matters  which,  as  one 
chosen  by  the  people  of  New  South 
Wales  to  do  my  best  in  the  representa- 
tion of  the  State  here,  it  is  my  duty  to 
bring  forward.     1  shall  bring  forward 


one  very  remarkable  case  which  is  wholly 
connected  with  Victoria,  and  which,  there- 
fore, has  no  possible  personal  interest  to  my- 
self as  a  politician  or  a  man.  Senator  Pearce 
was  alleged  to  be  a  most  successful  Min- 
ister of  Defence.  I  believe  that  he 
achieved  a  measure  of  success  in  that 
directi<m  by  blindly  following  the  recom- 
mendations of  an  officer  who  was  never 
discovered  to  possess  any  special  merits 
until  he  arrived  in  Melbourne.  Recently 
we  had  a  magnificent  effort  in  the  defence 
of  Australia  promulgated  by  regulation  of 
the  Governor-General  in  Council.  My 
honorable  friend  was  ministerially  respon- 
sible for  perfecting  the  defence  of  Aus- 
tralia by  abolishing  the  wearing  of  mess 
jackets  once  in  three  or  four  weeks,  and 
the  printing  of  crossed  swords  opposite 
to  the  names  of  citizen  soldiers  to  indicate 
active  service. 

Senator  Pearce. — ^That  is  not  correct. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD. — I  have  the 
book.  I  do  not  say  that  the  honwable 
senator  was  personally  responsible,  but  he 
was  the  Minister  at  the  head  of  the  De- 
partment that  retained  the  printing  of 
crossed  swords  illustrative  of  active  service 
in  connexion  with  the  permanent  branch, 
while  removing  them  from  opposite  to  the 
name  of  every  citizen  soldier  in  the  Com- 
monwealth. 

Senator  Pbabce. — That  is  not  correct. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— The  honor- 
able senator  may  say  that  that  is  not 
correct. 

Senator  Pearce. — T  can  ,prove  it,  too. 

Senator  CoJonel  NEILD.— The  honor- 
able senator  cannot  h.ind  to  me  the  book. 

Senator  Pearce. — I  have  not  the  book 
with  me. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD. — I  am  sorrv 
that  I  have  not  the  book  here,  but  I  will 
send  to  the  Library  for  it.  While  the 
mess  jacket  has  been  ordered  off  and  the 
crossed  stfords  have  been  abolished,  the 
one  great  achievement  of  the  late  Admin- 
istration in  the  matter  of  Australian  de- 
fence was  the  issue  of  a  regulation  that 
box-spurs  were  not  to  be  worn. 

Senator  Pearce. — What  about  the  cock's 
feathers  ? 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD. — I  am  not  say- 
ing anything  about  them.  It  might  he- 
well  to  abolish  them  because  feathers  spoil 
with  the  wet,  and  look  much  better  in 
ladies'  hats.  But  box-spurs  were  abolished 
in  order  to  popularize  the  service  and  make- 
it  attractive  to  young  officers  who,  by  the 
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way,  do  not  wear  them.  A  man  must  be 
a  major,  at  least,  before  he  can  wear  box- 
spurs,  and  they  are  worn  by  senior  officers 
in  almost  every  defence  force  in  the  world, 
except  amongst  savages,  and  even  scane 
savages  wear  "shirt  collars  and  spurs" 
on  special  occasions.  This  splendid  result, 
therefore,  was  achieved  in  wder  that  junior 
ofiioers  who  do  not  wear  box-spurs  might 
be  relieved  of  the  expenditure  of  6s.  6d. 
on  their  account  1 

Senator  Stewart.— What  are  box-spura 
wanted  f<w? 

Senator    Colonel  NEILD.— They  are 
one  of  the  best  recognised  badges  of  rank 
worn  by  senior  officers.    It  is  of  no  use 
to  tinker  with  little  things  while  leaving 
essentials  unattended  to.    I  have  just  been 
informed  that  a  copy  of  the  latest  edition 
of  the  Officers'  List  is  not  to  be  obtained 
from  the  Library.     I  may  remark  that  it 
is  very  difficult  to  get  these  Government 
publications.    Some  time  ago  I  invited  the 
Senate  to  pass  a  resolution  requiring  the 
delivery  of  all  Government  publications  to 
members  of  this  Parliament.    The  reso- 
lution was  passed  unanimously,  but  it  has 
never  been  complied  with  by  the  Depart- 
ments.     They  issue  documents  repeatedly 
which  members  of  Parliament  do  not  obtain. 
There  are  many  books  and  papers  which 
are  issued  from  the  Government  Printing 
Office,  and  which  do  not  find  their  way 
into  the  hands  of  hcmorable  senators  in 
spite  of  the  resolution  passed.    I  have, 
mentioned  this  matter  more  than  once,  and 
ha\'e  become  tired  of  menticming  it.  The 
fault  does  not  lie  with  the  (rfficers  of  this 
Parliament.      Now  I  intend  to  speak  on 
some  matters  that  have  happened  lately  in 
connexion  with  the  Defence  Department.  I 
desire   to   .show    positively,  from  official 
documents,    that    while   proposals   of  a 
nebulous  character  have  been  put  forward 
in  the  interests  of  infant  soldiers — ^that  is 
to  say,  soldiers  under  twenty-one  years  of 
age — there  has  been,  if  not  a  deliberate 
effort  to  injure  the  existing  forces,  at  least 
an   effort   to   make   membership  of  the 
forces    hateful    to    the    members.  'Let 
me  take  first  of  all  one  case  that  I  referred 
to  as  happening  in  this  State  in  connexion 
with  the  Naval  Forces.      For  thirty-one 
\  cars  a  citizen  of  Victoria  has  served  in  the 
\aval  Forces  of  the  State  and  of  the  Com- 
monwealth.  He  has  been  twice  gazetted  by 
the  Governor-General  in  Council    to  the 
position    of    storekeeper    in    the  Naval 
■'■'"rces.    F<x  thirty-one  years  he  has  dis- 


charged his  duties  so  faithfully  that  there 
is  not  a  mark  against  him.  But  he  has 
been  ruined  for  life,  as  far  as  active  manual 
labour  is  concerned,  by  a  terrible  accident 
that  befel  him  in  the  discharge  of  bis 
duty.  The  name  of  the  man  1  speak  of 
is  Critten.  I  am  not  pers<»ially  inter- 
ested in  his  case.  I  am  simply  concerned 
with  it  as  a  matter  of  public  interest.  I 
have  not  seen  the  man.  He  has  not  told 
me  a  word  about  his  case.  What  has  bap- 
permed  to  him  is  this :  He  has  been,  by 
some  persons  other  than  the  Governor- 
General,  disrated,  as  far  as  they  could  dis- 
rate him,  from  his  position  as  storekeepar, 
and  refused  the  increase  of  pay  that  Par- 
liament voted  from  time  to  time.  For 
years  he  has  been  entitled  to  an  increase. 
The  money  has  been  voted  by  Parliament, 
but  he  has  not  received  it. 

Senator  Fbarcb. — Not  correct. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD. — I  remind  the 
Senate  that  I  am  not  fighting  even  f<x'  a 
constituent,  but  for  a  man  in  the  State  of 
Victoria,  who,  in  my  opinion,  has  been 
badly  used.  For  years  past  he  has  been 
living  and  bringing  up  a  family  of  i.ine 
children  on  the  splendid  emolument  of  6s. 
per  day. 

Senator  Needham. — Is  the  hwiorable 
senator's  statement  correct? 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— Should  I 
make  it  if  I  were  not  correct? 

Senator  Needham.— The  ex-Minister  of 
Defence  says  that  it  is  not. 

Senator  Stewart.-  Who  fi«d  the  rate 
of  6s.  per  day? 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— I  do  not 
know.    I  merely  state  the  facts. 

Senator  Henderson. — I  am  afraid  that 
the  honorable  senator's  facts  are  wrong. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD. — ^This  man 
has  been  denied  the  pay  that  Parliament 
has  voted  for  him. 

Senator  Pearce. — No,  that  is  not  cor- 
rect. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD. — I  brougljt  the 
matter  before  the  Minister. 

Senator  Stewart. — Which  Minister? 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— The  gentle- 
man who  was  in  (^Sce  on  the  i6th  F^ru- 
ary  last. 

Senator  Pearce. — It  was  brought  before 

my  predecessor  months  before  I  went  into 
office,  and  it  was  brought  under  my  notice 
long  before  I  received  the  hcworable 
senator's  letter. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— I  did  not  ap- 
proach the  ex-Minister  of  Defence  abotit 
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this  matter  in  the  first  instance.  I  ap- 
proached bis.  predecessor.  Sir  Thonas 
Ewing. 

Senator  Pearce. — Even  the  honorable 
senator  was  not  the  first  to  raise  the  matter. 

Senator  Colonel  XEILD. — That  may  be 
so.  There  are  plenty  of  persons  who  will 
bring  forward  a  matter  and  then  think  that 
they  have  discharged  their  dutv.  They  will 
write  a  letter,  and  then  go  off  to  play  bil- 
liards, dropping  the  whole  thing.  But  I 
do  not  do  business  in  that  way.  If  I  think 
that  a  matter  is  worth  fighting,  I  will  fight 
it  to  the  last  ditch.  I  am  fighting  this, 
and  have  been  fighting  it  for  the 
last  nine  or  ten  months,  though  I  do  not  say 
that  I  was  the  first  to  introduce  it  to  the 
notice  of  the  ex-Minister  of  Defence. 

Senator  TtmtEV. — The  honorable  senator 
is  surely  throwing  a  reflection  upon  the  man 
who  did  first  bring  the  case  under  the 
notice  of  the  Minister,  by  insinuating  that 
he  went  away  and  played  billiards,  and  at- 
tended no  further  to  the  matter. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— It  is  clearly 
shown  from  the  letter  which  I  received  from 
the  Department,  signed  by  the  ex- Minister, 
that  I  made  representaticms  long  before  the 
26th  February.  I  have  not  all  the  papers 
with  me.  I  did  not  bring  them  all  over 
from  Sydney.  It  is  suffident  for  my  purpose 
at  the  nuMoent  to  state  the  facts  as  I  am 
now  dcnng.  The  following  is  the  letter 
which  I  received  chi  the  i6th  February  from 
the  ex-Minister  of  Defence — 

Melbourne,  i6tb  February,  1909. 

Dear  Sir, 

With  reference  to  your  representations  rela- 
tive to  Mr.  Critten,  the  Minister  would  be  glad 
to  settle  the  matter,  and  to  that  end  suggests 
that  he  should  send,  through  the  proper  chan- 
□el,  a  brief  statement  of  his  complaint  and 
claim.  The  Minister  will  then  be  prepared 
to  submit  the  case  to  an  independent  Board, 
comjMsed  of  the  Public  Service  Inspector,  a 
Police  Magistrate,  and  a  representative  of  this 
Department,  not  connected  with  the  Victorian 
Naval  Forces,  (or  inquiry. 
Yours  faithfully, 

(Sgd.)      S.    A.  PtTHEBRIDGC, 

Acting  Secretary,  Department  of  Defence. 
Senator  Colonel  the  Hon.  J.  C.  Ncild, 

"Greycaim,"  WooIIahra,   Sydney,  N.S.W. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  Minister  was  not 
prepared  to  take  the  responsibility  of  giving 
effect  to  th^  order  gazetted  by  the  Governor- 
General  in  Council.  What  he  was  prepared 
10  do  was  to  submit  the  case  to  a  Board 
composed  of  a  Public  Service  In.spector,  a 
Police  Magistrate — and  I  wonder  what  in 
thunder  a  Police  Magistrate  has  to  .do  with 


the  administration  of  the  naval  affairs  of 
the  Commonwealth — together  with  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  Defence  Department,  un- 
connected with  the  Victorian  Naval  Forces. 
This  was  a  very  startling  statement,  that 
the  Minister  could  not  trust  any  one  con- 
nected with  the  Naval  Department  in  Vic- 
toria to  be  concerned  with  this  inquiry,  but 
must  bring  in  two  laymen  and  a  military 
person. 

Senator  Pearce. — That  was  at  the  r-;- 
quest  of  the  persons  acting  for  the  man. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD. — I  never  made 
any  such  request,  as  is  shown  frcwn  my  reply 
to  the  Minister,  which  was  dated  the  6th 
of  March  last — 

"Greycairn,"  WooIIahra, 

6th  March,  1909. 

Dear  Sir, 

Replying  to  your  letter.  No.  946,  of  the  i6lh 
February,  re  the  case  of  Naval  Storekeeper 
Critten,  I  beg  to  say  that  Critten  has,  ia  ac- 
cordance with  the  Minister's  proposal,  made 
formal  application  to  the  Naval  Board,  and , 
will  be  glad  to  place  the  facts  of  his  case 
before  the  Special  Board  suggested  by  Sena- 
tor Pearce,  whom  I  beg  to  thank  for  his 
promised  action. 

Meanwhile,  I  have  to  express  the  opinion 
that,  for  a  petty  officer,  with  nine  children  to 
support,  to  be  paid  6s.  per  diem  is  a  public 
scandal,  as  is  also  the  fact  that,  though  he 
has  been  entitled  to  an  addition  of  6a.  per 
diem  for  six  years,  vide  regulations,  he  has 
never  received  Uie  money. 

Further,  it  is  a  scandal  that,  though  he  has 
been  twice  gazetted  as  storekeeper,  he  has  been 
illegally  displaced  from  this  position,  and 
denied  the  pay  attaching  to  it. 

No  wonder  the  Defence  service  is  tmpopular  *. 
Faithfully  yours, 

J  NO,   C.  NEILD. 

Commander  Pethebridge, 

Acting  Secretary  for  Defence, 

Melbourne. 

I  do  not  take  back  one  word  which  I  wrote 
in  that  letter.  What  has  happened  since.  I 
do  not  know.  Whether  the  Board  has  sat. 
whether  a  Police  Magistrate  has  been  roped 
in,  I  do  not  know. 

Senator  Pearce. — The  honorable  senator 
evidently  knows  little  or  nothing  of  what 
happened  before. 

Senator  ColoneJ  XEILD.— What  I  have 
said  is  quite  suflicient  to  show  that  the  Min- 
ister at  the  head  of  the  Department  would 
not  discharge  the  responsilile  duties  whirh 
he  was  sworn  to  discharge,  but  wanted  to 
trade  them  off  to  a  Police  Magistrate,  an 
<^ial  in  the  Civil  branch,  and  a  miUtary 
man.  I  will  take  another  case.  Perhaps 
the  ex-Ministe^,d«|^^@Q]gg^^anythinB 
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about  this,  but  it  is  one  that  must  receixe 
the  attention  of  the  present  Minister,  and 
the  ex-Ministe-  must  have  been  badly 
served  if  he  did  not  know  the  facts.  If 
he  acknowledges  that  he  was  badly  served 
in  this  respect,  it  is  only  another  evidence 
of  the  unsatisfactory  condition  of  affairs 
existing  in  the  Defence  Department.  Last 
Easter  twelvemonths,  a  member  of  one  of 
t!ie  Militia  regiments  in  New  South  Wales, 
travelling  under  military  orders  by  train  to 
attend  a  camp  at  Lirerpool,  near  Sydney, 
was  injured  in  what  is  known  as  the  Mur- 
nindi  railway  accident.  This  man  has  been 
permanentlv  incapacitated  from  earning  his 
livelihood  as  a  shoemaker.  He  is  not  one 
of  the  wearers  of  box-spurs,  but  was  an 
humbie  i>riv3te  in  the  regiment.  In  conse- 
quence of  his  injuries,  he  was  discharged 
from  the  military  service  as  medically  un- 
fit. This  matter  has  been  before  me  for  a 
good  many  months. 

Senator  Pearce. — Of  what  regimrat  waS 
.  'the  man  a  member  ? 

Senator  Colonel  NEIT-D.— Of  the  and 
Infantry  Regiment. 

Senator  Pearce. — Does  the  h<xiorable 
senator  mind  givinr  his  name? 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD. — I  have  no 
objection  whatever  to  mentioning  the  name. 
The  name  is  John  McDonnell.  He  was 
travelling  under  authority  with  the  members 
of  the  regiment  of  which  the  hcmorable  the 
President  was  an  officer  of  no  small  distinc- 
tion in  years  gone  by.  This  poor  chap 
having  teen  mangled  up  anid  rendered 
practically  a  cripple  for  life,  applied  under 
section  57  of  the  Act,  under  the  very 
amendment  which  I  had  the  great  satisfac- 
tion of  causing  to  be  inserted  in  the  De- 
fence Bill,  for  compensation.  What  was 
the  answer  of  the  Department  ?  It 
took  them  from  the  1 5th  October 
to  some  time  in  February  to  give  him 
an  answer,  and  then  they  told  him  that 
because  the  Railways  Commissioners  had 
paid  him  some  compensation  for  his  in- 
juries— -jiecessarily  as  a  citizen  and  not  as  a 
soldier,  because  the  Railways  Commissioners 
of  New  South  Wales  have  nothing  what- 
ever to  do  with  Commonwealth  obligations 
to  soldiers — he  was  told  point  blank 
bv  some  people  in  office  in  Sydney  that 
he  had  no  claim.  If  Senator  Turley, 
out  of  his  good  nature  and  sympathy  for 
sufTering,  had  ^ven  the  man  a  cheque  for 
yTso.ooo  that  would  not  have  absolved  the 
Commonwealth  and  the  Defence  Depart- 
ment from  paying  the  compensation  which 
the  law  ordered.    No  CMie  can  deny  that. 


But  this  man  has  never  had  a  copper  to  this 
day.  I  can  only  say  that  he  has  been  re- 
fused by  orders  of  the  Head-Quarters  Staff 
in  Sydney.  If  I  live  long  enough,  I  am 
going  to  see  that  this  man  has  justice.  I 
shall  help  in  that  direction  if  I  can,  or  do 
it  single-handed  if  necessary.  That  man 
must  be  given  the  compensation  which  the 
Defence  Act  insists  shall  be  given  to  those 
citizen  soldiers  of  the  CommOTwealth  who 
are  injured  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 

Senator  Turley. — Has  this  case  been 
represented  to  the  Minister  or  to  the  De- 
partment ? 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— -I  am  going 
to  see  that  it  is  represented.  I  have  already 
said  that  Senator  Pearce,  the  late  Minister 
of,  Defence,  may  know  nothing  wliatCTer 
of  the  facts.  I  do  not  accuse  the  honorable 
senator  of  knowing  anything  of  them.  But 
I  do  say  that  he  was  not  properly  served, 
and  the  Department  was  not  properly  con- 
ducted, if  he  was  not  advised  of  the  facts 
of  this  case. 

Senator  Pearce. — The  honorable  sena- 
tor, as  an  old  soldier,  must  know  that  if  the 
man  was  not  satisfied  with  the  finding  of 
the  Head-Quarters  Staff  in  Sydney  he  could 
have  appealed  to  the  Minister,  and  the 
fault  lies  with  himself  if  he  did  not  do  so. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— But  financial 
obligations  of  the  kind  I  refer  to  are  not 
within  the  discretion  of  the  officials  in  any 
part  of  the  Cwnmonwealth. 

Senator  Pearce. — They  have  to  send  on 
a  recommendation,  and  unless  they  do  so 
the  case  never  comes  before  the  Minister. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD. — That  is  pre- 
cisely the  position  I  allege. 

Senator  Pearce. — ^Why,  then,  did  not 
this  man  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the 
District  Commandant? 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD. — I  am  sure 
that  Senator  Pearce  recognises  that  I  am 
not  imputing  the  smallest  blame  to  him. 
I  am  blaming  the  Department,  or  the  sec- 
tion of  the  Department  that  is  responsible 
The  man  has  been  so  de.'^perate  a  sufferer 
that  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  if  for  the 
time  he  has  failed  to  avail  himself  of 
every  channel  of  redress.  He  was  advised 
to  bring  the  matter  before  me,  and  he  did 
so.  Of  course,  he  is  not  a  member  of  the 
force  now.    He  is  out  in  the  cqld. 

Senator  Pearce. — He  put  the  matter  be- 
fore the  homnrable  senator  in  order  that  he 
might  make  representations  to  the  Minister. 

Senator  Co1<Hiel  NEILD. — t  am  going 
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Senator  Pearce. — Then,  how  does  the 
blame  rest  with  the  Department? 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD. — It  rests  with 

the  officers  who  have  not  done  their  duty. 
They  had  no  right  to  give  a  refusal  in  a 
matter  the  administration  of  which  was  not 
in  their  keeping. 

Senator  Pearce. —  That  remains  to  be 
seen,  when  we  learn  the  reasons  why  they 
refused. 

Senator  Savers. — Can  they  do  these 
things  ? 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— They  have 
no  power  to  grant,  and,  therefore,  no  power 
to  refuse,  ccnnpensation.  The  matter  is 
wholly  in  the  discretion  of  the  Minister  and 
the  Military  Board.  It  is  not  a  matter  in 
which  the  State  officials  have  a  right  to 
decide. 

Senator  Pearce. — I  am  sure  that  Sena- 
tor Cameron  will  not  agree  with  the  honor- 
able senator  in  that. 

Senator  Lt.-Colonel  Caiseron. — I  did 

not  catch  the  point. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— With  refer- 
ence to  financial  obligations,  I  say  that 
State  (^cers  have  no  power  to  grant  com- 
pensation for  injuries,  under  the  Act. 

Senator  Pearce. — They  can  recommend 
or  not  rea»iimend,  as  they  think,  fit. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— If  the  honor- 
able senator  wishes  to  address  Senator 
CamercHi  as  well  as  myself  the  effect  will 
be  rather  confusing,  and  I  shall  therefore 
go  on  with  the  next  case,  which  will 
probably  be  the  last  which  I  shall  men- 
tion, though  there  are  a  numbei  to  which  I 
might  refer,  and  I  could  bring  forward  a 
few  score  more  without  looking  far  for 
thnn. 

Senator  Pearce. — Let  the  honorable 
senator  trot  them  all  out. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— No,  I  shall 
keep  a  few  up  my  sleeve  for  ulterior  pur- 
poses. 

Senator  Xeedham. — What  a  nice  confes- 
sion. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.  —  Does  any 
militarv  commander  worth  twopence  dis- 
charge all  his  ammunition  at  the  first  en- 
counter ? 

Senator  Xeedham.  —  Is  the  honorable 
senator  a  military  commander? 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— I  should  be 
very  sorry  to  have  Senator  Needham  under 
my  orders.  I  am  afraid  he  would  bring 
about  inevitable  trouble.  The  next  case 
to  which  I  wish  lo  refer  is  one  in  connexion 
with  which  I  committed  the  indiscretion  of 


complimenting  the  late  Minister  of  Defence. 
The  h<xKH'able  gentleman  did  the  right 
thing — — 

Senator  Henderson. — Once. 

Senator  Colone  I  NEILD.  — The  honor  - 
able  gentleman  absolutely  did  the  right 
thing  at  least  once ;  but  if  I  were  quotinir 
'an  j^nerican  phrase  I  should  say  that  he  did 
it  in  so  cussed  a  manner  that  it  was  just 
alxmt  as  bad  as  not  doing  it  at  all.  The 
facts  are  these:  An  c^Bcer  in  a  regi- 
ment in  New  South  Wales  was'  ac- 
cused of  having  been  drunk  on  duty, 
it  being  alleged  that  he  conunitted 
the  awful  enormity  on  a  fearfullv  wet 
night.  The  night  was  so  wet  and  hideous 
that  the  State  Commandant,  Brigadier- 
General  Gordon,  sent  telephonic  messages 
all  round  to  stop  the  proceedings  that  were 
under  way,  and  to  order  all  the  men  back 
under  canvas  as  quickly  as  possible.  On- 
that  p.irticular  wild  night  it  is  alleged  that 
this  officer  committed  the  heinous  offence  of 
drinking  one  glass  of  whiskv.  and  he  was 
accused  of  being  drunk  on  duty. 

Senator  Henderson. — AVhat  size  was  the 
glass  ? 

Senator  Colonel  XEILD.  —  I  was  not 
there.  But  I  know  that  the  officer  in 
question  is  capable  of  consuming  more  than 
one  glass  of  liquor  without  it  showing  any 
effect  upon  him,  just  as  may  be  said  of  a 
great  many  honorable  senators.  He  was 
placed  under  arrest,  and  kept  under  arrest 
for  six  months.  The  real  offence  against 
the  man  was  that  he  had  risen  from  the 
ranks,  and  he  had  been  the  victim  of  his 
superior  officer  in  certain  monetary  trans- 
actions for  the  superior  officer's  benefit. 

Senator  Pej^rce. — What  was  the  date  of 
his  arrest? 

Senator  Colonel  XEILD.— April  of  last 
year.  About  the  same  date  as  the  Mur- 
rundi  railwav  accident. 

Senator  Pearce. — That  was  about  nine 
months  before  I  came  into  crffice. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD,  —  I  beg  the 
honorable  senator's  pardon;  it  wjs  about 
six  months  before  he  came  into  office.  I 
am  not  bl'ming  the  honorable  senator  for 
tlie  six  maiths'  lapse.  That  goes  to  the 
debit  of  his  predecessor  and  the  Deoart- 
ment.  Meanwhile  an  officer  in  Svdnev, 
who  had  no  possible  right  under  the  law  to 
hold  an  inquiry,  insisted  upon  holding  an 
inquiry,  having  prtjinigcd  the  cast-  hefore 
hearing  it. 

Senator  Walker. — How  could  he  pre- 
judge it  aftcrwar<te2ci  by^OOglC 
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Senator  Colonel  NEILD. — My  honorable 
friend,  after  a  n-jost  brilliant  feat  of  silence, 
has  achieved  the  distinction  of  makintr  a 
remark  that  is  entirely  worthy  of  his  mental 
calibre.  I  say  that  this  officer  prejudged 
the  case  before  he  heard  it.  There  is  no- 
thing very  funny  about  that.  I  do  not  sav 
that  he  prejudged  it  afterwards,  as  Senator 
Walker  seems  to  think  that  it  would  have 
been  possible  for  him  to  do.  This  c^Stcer 
held  an  inquiry  in  a  most  extraordinary 
way.  At  half-past  i  o'clock  in  the 
day  the  ctfficer  under  arrest  was  ordered 
to  attend  at  4  o'clock  and  have  all 
his  witnesses  with  him.  Just  imagine 
liis  getting  his  witnesses  from  the  four 
winds  of  heaven  all  round  a  great  city 
like  Sydney  or  Melbourne.  Of  course,  he 
rould  not  do  it.  He  protested,  but  the 
inquiry  went  on.  The  only  staff  officer  and 
professional  soldier  called  as  a  witness  gave 
evidence  which  was  certainly  not  in  support 
of  the  charge.  The  local  constable  on  the 
I^at  was  called  in,  and  gave  evidence  abso- 
lutely in  favour  of  the  accused.  A  promi- 
nent officer  of  the  Sydney  Gas  Company 
gave  evidence  that  the  man  had  not  a  trace 
of  liquor  about  him.  One  of  the  most 
highly  respected  citizens  of  Sydney,  a  pro- 
fessional gentleman,  who  does  not  practice 
his  profession  because  he  possesses  inde- 
. pendent  means,  which  perhaps  renders  him 
less  noticeable  in  the  public  eve  than  if  he 
pursued  his  profession,  gave  evidence  that 
the  officer  in  question  was  not  the  worse  for 
liquor,  and  the  officer  himself  made  the 
statement  that,  as  he  was  in  the  habit  of 
doing,  he  had  taken  heavy  doses  of  qui- 
nine to  prevent  a  recurrence  of  a  fever  con- 
tracted in  South  Africa,  where  he  received 
a  wound  in  respect  of  which-he  receives  to- 
day an  Imperial  pension. 

Senator  Needham. — In  what  engagement 
was  he  wounded  ? 

Senator  Colonel  XEILD.  —  He  was 
wounded  in  South  Africa,  and  I  know  that 
that  will  not  commend  him  to  Senator  Need- 
ham.  When  I  found  what  was  going  on  I 
•thought  it  my  duty  to  intervene,  and 
T  still  entertain  the  idea  that  it  is 
the  duty  of  members  of  Parliament, 
to  assist  in  the  due  administration 
of  the  law.  I  have  never  interfered,  and 
I  hope  that  I  shall  never  interfere,  in  a 
matter  of  military  discipline,  where  ol«di- 
f'pce  to  orders  and  the  good  conduct  of  the 
force  is  concerned.  But  where  I  see  the 
law  flagrantly  broken.  I  think  it  mv  dut\- 
to  intervene,  and  I  did  intervene  in  this 
■case.  I  insisted  that  the  papers  should  be  sent 


to  the  Attorney-General  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  whether  the  officer  who  con- 
ducted the  inquiry  was  entitled  to  do  so. 
The  Attorney-General,  over  the  signature  of 
Mr.  Garran,  writing  on  his  behalf,  upheld 
my  contention  that  the  officer  who  held  the 
inquiry  was  not  empowered  to  do  sa  I 
hold  in  my  hand  the  minute  of  Senator 
Pearce,  who  at  the  time  was  Minister  of 
DefenTO,  upon  the  case.    He  says — 

As  explained  by  the  Crown  Solicitor — 

That  portion  of  the  minute  is  inaccurate, 
inasmuch  as  it  was  written,  not  by  the 
Crown  Solicitor,  but  by  the  Secretary  to 
the  Attorney-General.  The  error  arises 
from  a  slight  misapprehension.  The  minute 
should  read- 
As  explained  by  the  Attoniey-Geaeral,  the 
irregularities  complained  of  do  not  affect  the 
rights  of  the  case,  which  is  practically  as  it 
was  before  the  holding  of  the  iavestigation  bv 
Colonel   . 

The  Attorney -Genera I  decided  that  the 
officer  who  held  the  inquiry  had  no  right 
to  do  so,  and  that  the  position,  therefore, 
was  as  if  no  inquiry  had  been  held.  With 
the  concurrence  of  two  King's  counsel,  one 
of  New  South  Wales  and  CMie  of  another 
State,  I  then  took  the  point  that  the  six 
months'  limit  permitted  by  the  Act  had 
expired,  and  that,  as  the  office  in  question 
had  not  been  prosecuted,  he  was  entitled 
to  be  relea.sed  from  arrest.  Arrest,  in  the 
case  of  a  citizen  soldio*,  I  may  explain, 
means  that  he  cannot  fulhl  the  duties  of 
the  office  to  which  he  has  been  appointed 
by  the  Governor- General  in  Council.  He 
cannot  command  his  company,  he  cannot 
fl^ar  his  uniform,  he  must  not  be  foimd  <hi 
any  military  precincts;  in  short,  in  no  shape 
or  form  is  he  permitted  to  discharge  any  of 
the  duties  attaching  to  his  po6iti(Xi.  It 
does  not  require  much  explanaticm  on  my 
part  to  convince  honc»able  senators  that  to 
deprive  a  man  occupying  a  public  portion 
of  his  office,  to  strip  him  of  the  rights  of 
that  office,  and  to  prevent  him  performing 
tlTe  duties  attaching  to  it,  is  to  degrade 
him.  What  else  can  it  be?  Would  it  not 
be  degrading  for  any  honorable  senator  to 
be  ordered  out  of  this  Chamber  and  to  be 
refused  admission  to  it  for  six  months  ? 

Senator  Lt.-Colonel  Cameron.  —  The 
great  pcnnt  is  that  the  case  which  the 
hwiorable  senator  has  cited  ought  to  have 
been  disposed  of  sooner. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.  —  Exactly. 
The  regulations  require  th^t  it  slK>uld  be 
dealt  with  the  n^iiijgpgyioaoagfat  was 
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never  dealt  with,  e»£pt  in  this  informal 
manner.  For  a  captain  coounanding  •  a 
company  to  be  served  with  a  ccumnon  crime 
sheet,  as  if  he  were  a  drunken  drummer 
boy,  was  an  additional  insult  

Senator  Henderson. — What  better  is  a 
captain  or  a  colonel  than  a  drummer  boy  ? 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— But  if 
the  status  of  those  in  command  be  reduced 
their  opportunities  for  useful  cnnmand  are 
lessened. 

Senator  Needham. — Are  drummer  boys 
usually  drunken? 

The  PRESIDENT.— I  must  request  the 
honorable  senator  not  to  ask  an  irrelevant 

question. 

Senator  Needham. — I  think  that  my 
question  is  a  very  relevant  one. 

The  PRESIDENT.— It  does  not  appear 
to  me  to  be  relevant.  There  are  altogether 
too  many  interjections  

Senator  Needham. — I  simply  asked  the 
honorable  senator  if  drummer  boys  are 
usually  drunken.  He  used  the  words  "a 
drunken  drummer  bov." 

The  PRESIDENT.— The  honorable 
senator  is  not  privileged  to  ask  a  questicxi 
when  a  debate  is  in  progress.  He  is  at 
liberty  to  address  the  Chair  at  a  subsequent 
st;ige  if  he  thinks  fit  to  do  so. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD. — The  phrase 
which  I  used  was  merely  a  haphazard 
one  

Senator  Needham. — ^Then  withdraw  it. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.  —  Certainly 
I  withdraw  it.  I  have  no  desire  to  belittle 
or  injure  the  feelings  of  any  citizen  soldier, 
no  matter  what  may  be  his  rank.  But  I 
hold  that  there  is  a  distinction  between  a 
man  in  the  ranks  and  an  officer,  inasmuch 
as  the  latter  has  greater  responsibilities 
imposed  upon  him.  The  officer  is  appointed 
in  a  different  way  frc«n  the  man  in  the 
ranks  and  the  law  provides  a  different  set 
of  duties  for  him. 

Senator  Henderson. — In  the  matter  of 
crime  they  are  equal. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.—But  there 
are  methods  of  procedure,  and  that  is  41II 
that  I  referred  to.  In  the  second  para- 
graph of  the  minute  which  I  hold  in  my 
hand  the  late  Minister  of  Defence  declared 
that  the  six  months  provision  in  the  Act 
did  not  apply  to  the  case  which  I  have 
cited.  Whilst  I  cannot  understand  how 
such  an  opinion  could  be  published  over 
the  signature  of  any  responsible  or  irre- 


sponsible Minister,  I  am  willing  to  let  that 
pass.  In  the  third  paragraph  Senator 
Pearoe  said — 

The  evidence  adduced  at  the  investigation 
was  presumably  the  strongest  that  could  be 
obtained  in  support  of  the  charge  of  drunk- 
enness, and  was  met  by  certain  evidence  tend- 
ing to  show  that  the  apparent  effects  of  drink 
were  caused  by  drugs  used  for  malarial  fever. 
It  is  doubtful  whether  any  jury  would  con- 
vict on  the  evidence  produced;  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, Commonwealth  Military  Regula- 
tion 37)  prescribes  that  an  application  for  a 
Court-Martial  should  not  be  made. 

My  honorable  friend  w^as  perfectly  right, 
and  I  commend  that  portion  of  his  decisicm, 
as  being  admirable  military  law.  To  that 
extent  he  is  to  be  complimented-  The  next 
paragraph  of  his  minute  reads — 

The  charge  against  Captain  —  will  not  there- 
fore be  proceeded  with,  and  bis  release  from 
"open  arrest"   should  be  ordered. 

There  is  one  paragraph  in  this  document  to 
which  I  take  the  strongest  exception,  because 
it  is  a  most, heinous  one  for  a  Minister  to 
issue.    It  reads — 

No  hardship  has  been  experienced  by  Captain 

  on  the  score  of  delay,  inasmuch  as  this  was 

inevitable  under  .the  circumstances,  and  more 
especially  as  it  only  involved  suspension  from 
military  duty  as  3  volunteer  officer  while  the 
cba'rge  was  pending. 

This  officer  had  been  illegally  under  arrest 
for  six  months,  but  yet  we  are  gravely  in- 
formed that  he  had  experienced  no  hard- 
ship. He  was  only  a  "  volunteer  officer," 
only  a  citizen  soldier,  and,  therefore,  he 
could  be  illegally  kept  under  arrest  for  six 
months — as  the  ex-Minister's  own  minute 
shows — could  be  subjected  to  degradation 
that  must  be  hateful  and  painful  to  an  hon- 
orable man,  and  yet  he  experienced  no  hard- 
ship because  he  was  only  a  "  volunteer 
officer." 

Senator  Needham. — The  gallery  is  not 
full. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD. — ^ty  honorable 
friend  must  be  full  to  make  that  observa- 
tion. I  think  that  the  minute  of  the  late 
Minister  of  Defence  is  we  which  it  must 
pain  that  honorable  senator  to  hear  read. 

Senator  Pearce. — Not  at  all. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.  -Then  the  hon- 
orable senator  was  not  fit  for  the  position 
of  Ministerial  head  of  a  citizen  force. 

Senator  Needham. — The  honorable  sena- 
tor should  have  been  there. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD. — I  have  no 
ambition,  except  to  disch.irre  my  duties,  and 
I  endeavour  to  discliarge  tiiem  irrespective 
of  whether  they  be  min/ul  or.  pleasant. 
They  are  painfg^i^|^^fej@^le 
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Senator   Xeedham. — It   Is   painful  to 

listen  to  the  hciorable  senator. 

Senator  Colonel  XKILD. — Then  the 
honorable  senator  should  go  outside,  and, 
to  quote  an  historical  utterance  by  a  high 
constitutional  authority,  "bark  with  the 
other  dogs."  I  have  waggon-loads  of  cor- 
respondence dealing  with  defence  matters, 
but  I  will  not  trouble  the  Senate  with  it  upon 
the  present  occasion.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
I  was  seriously  thinking  of  building  a  fire- 
proof room  at  mv  resi<lence  for  the  purpose 
of  storing  records  of  the  Defence  Depart- 
ment's misdeeds.  At  present,  however,  I 
do  not  propose  to  pursue  this  ugly  (Question 
of  defence  any  further.  During  the  time  that 
I  imagine  will  be  afforded  by  an  adjourn- 
ment of  the  Senate,  I  intend  to  deal  with 
some  of  these  matters  by  preparing  for  pub- 
lication certain  chapters  "or  essays  on  "  What 
may  happen  toa  citizen  soldier  in  Australia, " 
because  we  cannot  expect  to  secure  the  citi- 
zen force  which  this  Parliameijt  demands — ■ 
the  force  that  is  indicated  in  the  declara- 
tions of  Ministerial  policy — unless  we  have 
cleaner  and  more  honest  administration.  By 
that  I  do  not  mean  more  honest  administra- 
tion in  the  matter  of  pounds,  shillings,  and 
pence,  but  more  h<»iest  administration  in 're- 
gard to  efficiency  and  the  carrying  out  of 
the  military  and  naval  law.  Had  the  op- 
portunity presented  itself,  I  slwuld  have 
mentioned  some  of  these  matters  in  discuss- 
ing the  motion  for  the  adoption  of  the  Ad- 
dress-in-Reply.  It  is  certainly  necessary 
that  some  one  should  bring  them  under  the 
notice  of  the  Senate,  although  it  is  a  painful 
thing  for  any  man  to  do.  Personally,  I 
have  no  more  disagreement  with  the  l.xte 
Minister  of  Defence  than  I  had  with  his 
predecessor,  and  it  is  necessarily  obnoxious 
to  me  to  have  to  bring  these  matters 
forward. 

Senator  Pearce. — I  hope  that  the  hon- 
orable senator  will  deal  with  rnore  of  them 
if  they  resemble  the  last  case  which  he 
cited. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— There  is  one 
other  matter  that  I  may  be  permitted  to 
mention. 

Senator  Henderson. — Would  it  not  be  as 
vreW  if  the  members  of  the  Senate  were  pre- 
set to  hear  this  criticism? 

Senator  Colonel  N  E I LD . — Something 
that  fell  from  my  honorable  friend  in  con- 
nexion with  this  Critten  case  reminded  nie 
that  his  idea  of  a  miscellaneous  Committee 
was  not  altogether  original ;  that  his  pre- 
dece^or.  Sir  Tb<xnas  Ewing,  had  an 
equally  brilliant  scheme  in  connexion  with 


the  case  of  alleged  intcnucation,  which  I 
have  related  here.  After  it  had  been  dis< 
covered  that  the  inquiry  held  was  il legale 

and  that  the  Defence  authorities  had  l^^ii 
acting  foolishlv,  he  achieved  a  brilliant 
idea.  He  addressed  to  the  Premier  of 
New  South  Wales  a  letter  asking  for  the 
ser^'ices  of  a  stipendiary  magistr;tte  to  de- 
termine the  momentous  question  of  whether 
a  volunteer  officer  was  the  worse  for  a  glass 
of  whisky  or  an  overdose  of  quinine,  and 
the  latter,  according  to  the  correspondence, 
replied  pointing  out  that  sudi  an  inquiry 
would  be  outside  the  commission  of  a 
stipendiary  magistrate,  and  that,  in  order 
to  protect  him  if  he  made  an  inquiry,  it 
was  necessary  that  lie  should  be  appointed 
a  Royal  Commission.  That  is  a  momen- 
tous instance  of  conflict  between  the  Com- 
monwealth and  the  State. 

Senator  Pearce. — When  that  {voposal 
came  before  me,  I  quashed  it  at  onoe. 

Senator  Colonel  XEILD.— I  think  that 
the  honorable  senator  is  entitled  to  the 
thanks  of  everybody  if  lie  quashed  that 
proposal  at  once ;  but  why  did  he,  under 
his  own  hand,  propose,  not  <Mie  man,  but 
a  Board  of  three  persons  to  determine  whe- 
ther a  notice  was  printed  properly  in  the 
Gazette  f 

Senator  Pearce. — The  honorable  sena- 
tor is  mixing  up  two  different  things. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD. — The  honor- 
able senator  need  not  say  that  v,-hich  is  cal- 
culated to  provoke  strong  remarks. 

Senator  Pearce. — The  Royal  Commis- 
sion proposed  by  Sir  Thomas  Ewing  was 
in  regard  to  a  case  of  drunkenness ;  but 
the  latter  case  was  in  regard  to  the  stjtus 
of  Critten. 

Sen.ttor  Colonel  NEILD.— Undoubtedly, 
and  that  is  what  I  have  been  saying. 

Senator  Pearce. — \o;  the  honorable 
senator  is  trying  to  make  out  the  twu 
cases  to  be  one  and  the  same. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD. — Net  at  nil. 
I  said  that  there  was  otilv  one  authoritv 
to  investigate  a  question  between  a  glass 
of  whisky  and  an  overdose  of  quinine,  and 
a  Commission  of  three  persons  to  determine 
whether  a  man  was  occupying  the  posititm 
to  which  he  had  been  gazetted  by  the  Go- 
vejiior-General. 

Senator  Pearce. — The  latter  statement 
is  absolutely  incorrect. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— If  the  Secre- 
tary for  Defence  has  written  an  imp^o^»e^. 
inaccurate  letter,  I  cannot  be  bkmied  for 
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Senator  Pearoe. — He  did  not  write  it. 

Senator  Colonel  XEILD.— He  wrote— 

The  Minister  will  then  be  prepared  to  sub- 
niii  a  cjse  to  an  independent  Board,  composed 
of  the  Public  Service  Inspector,  z  Police 
Magistrate,  and  a  repreientative  of  this  De- 
partment, not  connected  with  the  Victorian 
Naval  Force. 

Senator  Pearce. — A  case  for  what  pur- 
pose? Not  to  find  out  whether  the  man 
-^vas  gazetted,  as  the  honorable  senator  says. 
That  is  where  he  h  incorrect. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD. — I  have  said 
over  and  ovt:r  again  :hat  the  question  to  be 
considered  was  whether  the  petty  officer 
u.-is  occupying  the  poaiiion  to  which  he  was 
gazetted.  '  I  have  made  that  statement  so 
plainly  that  if  my  honorable  friend  has 
not  caught  my  meaning,  I  do  not  think  that 
i:  is  the  fault  of  my  words.  I  once  heard 
a  speaker  say,  "  I  can  supply  speeches, 
but  I  cannot  supply  brains  to  understand 
them."  When  I  have  spoken  so  clearly, 
I  really  cannot  understand  my  honorable 
friend  continuing  to  allege  that  I  have  said 
something  which  undoubtedly  H  ansard 
uill  show  that  I  did  not  say.  Let  that 
pass.  I  come  back  to  the  main  question. 
■\Ve  have  had,  frcrni  Senator  McGregor,  not 
an  attack  but  a  speech  upon  a  proposal 
for  the  printing  of  a  document.  He  did 
not  object  to  the  printing  of  the  Miiiis- 
teriaJ  statement  read  here  yesterday?  He 
did  not  eran  object  to  its  c(»itent5 ;  but  he 
complained,  with  a  pathetic  feebleness, 
that  there  are  some  persons  offering  Govern- 
ment proposals  instead  of,  I  presume, 
their  predecessors.  .  >Iy  honorable  friend 
i<.  I  believe,  recognised  by  every  one  here 
as  a  manly  man,  and  the  best  sign  of  a 
manlv  man  is  to  take  ill  fortune  and  good 
fortune  with  the  same  h^ppy  grace.  I 
would  not  like  to  see  my  honorable  friend 
considered  a  bad  loser.  I  would  like  to 
see  him  recognised,  asi  he  has  hithertb 
shown  himself  to  be.  a  good  loser,  and  if 
other  occupants  are  in  "  the  tart-shop."  to 
be  patient. 

Senator  McGregor.  — The  honorable 
senator  growled  a  bit  when  he  was  captured 
nt  Chowder  Bay,  did  he  not? 

Senator  Colonel  XEILD. — I  never  was 
at  Chowder  Bay.  wherever  that  may 
be  

Senato--  McGregor. — At  the  battle,  of 
Chowder  Bay? 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD. — I  was  never 
there  in  any  military  capacity,  and,  there- 


f<»e,  my  honorable  friend's  proposition, 
whatever  it  15  worth,  is  simply  a  mag- 
nificent effort  of  imagination. 

Senator    McGregor.  —  Did    not  Bill 
Wilks  capture  the  honorable  senator  ? 

Senator  Colonel  XEILD. — This  is  the 
lirst  time  I  have  heard  of  it.  A  great 
many  years  ago,  Captain  Wilks  was  an 
officer  of  my  regiment,  and  what  he  did  I 
am  not  concerned  with  now.  If  he  did 
anything  improper,  my  honorable  friend 
may  be  quite  sure  that  I  pulled  him  up 
for  it.  In  his  present  demeanour,  my 
h<Hiorable  friend  has  not  shown  him- 
self to  be  a  good  loser.  In  bis 
speech  this  afterrKXHi,  he  has  shown 
a  desire  to  feebly  cavil  at  that  which  his 
successors  offer  to  the  country,  I  have 
shown,  by  my  attitude,  that  I  do  not  pro- 
fess to  be  an  enthusiast  in  respect  of  all 
that  has  been  done  lately.  Goodness  knows, 
I  have  not  shown  myself  to  be  a  strong 
party  man.  I  have  played,  if  a  man  can 
do  so,  the  role  of  candid  friend ;  but  I  am 
in  this  position,  that  I  must  choose  between 
the  other  side  of  the  House  and  this  side 
to  the  extoit  of  where  I  am  to  sit,  and 
what  my  general  lin^  of  action  must  be. 
My  general  line  of  action  must  be  with  this 
side.  I  hope  that  my  honorable  friends 
will  permit  the  printing  of  this  document; 
but  if  they  do  not,  it  will  not  matter  two- 
pence, because  the  business  of  "  the  tart- 
shop  "  will  still  be  carried  on  by  its  occu- 
pants, for  the  present  at  any  rale.  The 
matter  which  is  under  discussion  here,  has 
to  be  fought  elsewhere;  it  is  being  fought 
elsewhere,  and  finally,  it  has  to  be  fought 
in  the  constituencies. 

Senator  Needham. — Why  not  fight  it 
here,  now? 

Senator  Colonel  XEILD.— I  do  not  think 
that  the  honorable  gentleman  is  quite  large 
enough  to  remove  the  present  occupants  of 
"  the  tart-shop."  I  recognise  his  good  will ; 
and  if  I  doubt  his  power,  it  is  no  possible 
reflection  upon  his  intentions.  I  hooe 
that  this  document  will  be  printed.  I  hope 
that,  notwithstanding  the  necessary  sadness 
that  envelops  the  minds  of  some  honorable 
senatojs  on  the  other  side,  they  will  not 
carry  out  all  their  intentions  of  blocking 
business ;  but  that  in  the  few  months  which 
have  to  pass  before  an  appeal  is  made  to 
the  constituencies,  there  may  be  such  correc- 
tions of  existing  legislation,  and  such  efforts 
in  the  direction  of  new  laws  as  are  neces- 
sary for  the  well-being  of  the  people  of 
each  division  of  the  Conmon wealth,  and 
which  are  necess^^-^lg^^ijQ^^i^e^on- 
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wealth  to  pursue  its  course  with  that  dignity 
and  that  public  usefulness  which  is  essen- 
tial to  its  honour. 

Senator  PEARCE  (Western  Australia) 
[5-^3]- — Before  I  proceed  to  discuss  the 
Go\ernment's  policy,  I  must  perforce, 
reply  to  seme  ridiculous  statements  made  by 
Senator  Neild. 

Senator  Colonel  Neild. — Oh !  the  hon- 
orable senator  recognises  that  his  own 
letters  are  ridiculous  !    That  is  right. 

Senator  PEARCE.— In  the  first  place, 
1  disclaim  any  responsibility  for  what  took 
place  prior  to  my  term  of  office ;  and  most 
of  the  questions  which  the  honorable  sena- 
tor brought  forward  were  legacies  left  to 
me  by  my  predecessor.  There  is  one  little 
misappr^ensi<xi  into  which,  not  only  the 
honorable  and  gallant  senator,  but  also  a 
number  of  other  officers  fell,  and  that  is  in 
regard  to  the  Commonwealth  Military 
Forces  List.  The  document  I  hold 
in  my  hand  contains  the  regimental 
list  and  the  gradation  list  of  the  Com- 
monwealth Military  Forces.  In  certain 
circumstances,  it  was  the  practice  to  place 
a  crossed  sword  opposite  to  the  name  of 
every  officer  who  had  seen  active  service. 
If  any  one  will  refer  to  the  List  he  will 
lind  that  it  is  made  up  in  two  parts,  the 
first  part  comprising  the  regimental  list, 
and  the  second  part  the  gradation  list. 
Wihen  I  mention  that  the  first  part  deals 
with  the  positicMi  of  every  <^cer  in  a  regi- 
ment, honorable  senators  will  realize  that 
it  is  continually  changing,  because  every 
month  additions  have  to  be  made  or  names 
removed.  In  the  past,  it  was  the  practice 
to  print  the  whole  of  this  list  quarterly.  The 
gradation  list  applies  to  the  whole  force, 
and  only  needs  to  be  printed  yearly.  When 
I  took  charge  of  the  Depajtnient,  it  occur- 
red to  me  that  it  was  an  absolute  waste  of 
public  money  to  print  ail  these  pages  of 
small  type  quarterly,  when  an  annual  i»int 
would  do.  I  therefore  suggested  that  the 
Department  should  print  the  legimental  list 
quarterly,  and  the  whole  book  annually.  It 
is  only  in  the  quarterly  list  that  the  crossed 
swords  appear  opposita  the  narr.es  of  the 
permanent  officexs  only.  Prior  to  my  time, 
in  the  quarterly  list  a  crossed  sword  only 
appeared  opposite  to  the  names  of  the  per- 
manent officers  who  had  seen  active  service. 
The  crossed  swords  were  not  opposite  the 
names  of  militia  officers  who  had  seen  active 
service.  But  in  the  gradation  list  they  ap- 
peared indifferently  against  the  name 
of  every  dTicer  who  had   seen  active 


service.  Following  out  my  instruction, 
the  regimental  list  was  printed  as  it 
had  always  appeared  before  —  that  is  to 
say,  with  the  crossed  s^Vords  opposite  the 
names  of  the  permanent  officers  who  had 
seen  acti\'e  service.  I  was  not  aware  at 
the  time  I  ordered  this  list  to  be  printed 
that  any  distinction  was  made,  but  as  soon 
as  the  first  newly-printed  list  appeared  an 
outcry  was  raised  bv  the  militia  officers, 
who  seemed  to  think  that  a  difference  was 
being  made  for  the  first  time  between  them 
and  the  permanent  crfficers.  That  difference 
always  had  been  made.  But  on  learning 
of  the  facts  of  the  case,  I  immediately  is- 
sued instructions  that  when  the  next  list 
was  printed  the  crossed  swords  should  ap- 
pear opposite  the  names  of  both  militia  anr! 
permanent  officers  who  had  seen  active  ser- 
vice. So  that,  instead  of  being  guilty  of 
what  the  honorable  senator  has  charged  me 
with,  it  was  I  who  altered  the  former  prac- . 
tice  and  brought  about  the  change.  I  man- 
aged to  save  some  amount  of  expenditure 
on  printing  the  lists,  and  by  the  orders 
which  I  issued  I  also  rectified  the  anomaly 
which  had  existed  in  the  past.  In  the  last 
list  issued  the  crossed  swords  appear  oppo- 
site the  names  of  all  c^kers  who  have  seen 
active  sen-ice. 

Senator  Needham. — In  both  the  quarterly 

and  the  yearly  lists? 

Senator  PEARC.E.— Yes;  *he  crossed 
swords  always  did  appear  opposite  the 
names  of  militia  officers  in  the  yearly  lists, 
but  now  they  will  appear  in  the  quarterly 
lists  also.  So  much  for  that  charge.  I 
come  now  to  the  Critten  case.  This  also 
was  a  legacy  left  over,  liot  onlv  by  my  pre- 
decessor, Sir  Thomas  Ewing,  but  by  everv 
previous  Minister  of  Defence.  Critten,  as 
Senator  Neild  has  correctly  stated,  was  a 
storekeeper  in  the  Naval  Foras  in  Vic- 
toria. He  met  with  an  accident  bv  which 
he  was  ruptured,  and  was  retired  from  the 
for<»s.  After  he  had  somewhat  recovered 
— and,  be  it  observed,  after  he  had  reaived 
compensation  from  the  Victorian  State  Go- 
vernment— he  applied  to  be  given  some  lieht 
occupation  in  the  Defence  Department.  The 
Minister  of  Defence  in  the  State  of  Vic- 
toria— this  occurred  before  Federation,  of 
course — allowed  him  to  come  back  into  the 
service,  but  not  into  the  active  forces.  The 
man  could  not  come  into  the  forces  again 
in  the  regul-ir  way,  because  he  could  not 
pass  the  medical  examination.  They  gave 
him  a  position  in  the  naval  stores  branch. 
That  was  tlie  position  which  he  occupied 

when    he  came   over  tcf^thexCftmmOT- 
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wealth.  He  was  not  actually  in  the  Naval 
Forces.  He  had  not  been  gazetted  in  the 
Naval  Forces.  He  was  not  eligible  to  be 
gazetted,  because  he  could  not  pass  the 
medical  examination.  This  man,  ever  since 
the  regime  of  the  Commonwealth,  has  been 
approaching  members  of  Parliament,  and 
using  influences  of  all  kinds,  with  the  ob- 
ject of  getting  back  into  the  ^fazetted 
fences.  He  approached  every  one  of  my 
predecessors.  If  Senator  Neild  will  take 
the  trouble  to  look  at  the  papers  <hi  this 
question,  he  will  find  that  every  Minbter  of 
Defence  has  had  the  case  before  him. 

Senator  Colonel  Neild. — Do  I  under- 
stand the  honorable  senator  to  say  that 
Critten  has  never  been  gazetted  by  the  Com- 
monwealth Government? 

Senator  PEARCE.— Ves. 

Senator  Colonel  Neild. — He  %vas  gazet- 
ted in  the  Commonwealih  Gazette  under  an 
Order  in  Council  in  November,  igo6,  and 
again  in  1908,  as  storekeeper. 

Senator  PEARCE.— The  honorable  sena- 
t<x  is  mistaken.  The  position  of  store- 
keeper was  gazetted,  biit  this  man  has 
never  been  (gazetted  since  his  accident  as  a 
member  of  the  Naval  Forces.  Indeed,  he 
cannot  be  admitted  into  them  unless  some 
Minister  likes  to  suspend  the  regulations  re- 
garding medical  examinati<xi.  As  I  have 
said,  however,  Critten  has  been  kept  on 
year  after  year  in  the  position  which  he 
occupies.  When  I  became  Minister  of  De- 
fence, Mr.  Mathews,  the  honorable  member 
fw  Melbourne  Ports,  came  to  see  me  about 
the  case.  I  had  not  been  many  days  in  the 
office  then,  but  I  at  once  promised  to  look 
into  the  matter.  I  went  through  the  whole 
file  very  carefully,  and  consulted  with  the 
Secretary  of  the  Department  and  with  the 
officer  in  charge  of  the  Naval  Fwces.  I 
saw  that  I  could  not  legally  reinstate  Critten 
to  his  former  position. 

Senator  Colonel  Neild. — The  honorable 
senator  appointed  a  Board. 

Senator  PEARCE.— That  Board,  which 
is  still  sitting,  I  think,  was  not  appointed 
for  that  purpiMe,  as  the  honorable  senator 
will  find  if  he  inquires  further.  I  pointed 
out  to  Critten's  friends  that  if  th^  were 
well  advised  they  would  leave  him  where 
he  was.  But  they  continually  pressed 
the  case,  and  demanded  his  re-admission. 
To  my  thinking,  the  man  and  his  friends 
were  very  ill-advised  in  demanding  that 
there  should  be  a  Board  of  Inquiry.  But 
X  OKisulted  with  the  officers,  and  ultimately 
agreed  that  a  Board  should  be  appointed, 
although  I  did  not  consider  that  its  appoint- 
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ment  would  be  in  the  interests  of  Critten. 
because  I  could  not  underst-md  how,  on  the 
evidence,  thev  could  possibly  report  in  his 
favour.  The  friends  of  the  man  said  that 
he  could  not  get  justice  from  the  officers  of 
the  Xaval  Forces.  Therefore,  the  officers 
themselves  made  the  suggestion  that  they 
should  not  be  represented  on  the  Board. 
Captain  Cresswell  himself  said  to  me  that, 
for  his  own  part,  he  did  not  desire  that  any 
naval  officer  should  take  part  in  the  inquiry, 
because,  if  that  were  the  case,  Critten  would 
imply  that  the  officers  were  prejudiced 
against  him.  It  was  therefore  at  his  own 
request,  and  in  consequence  of  the  urging 
of  his  friends,  that  the  Board  was  ap- 
pointed. It  has  not  yet  furnished  its  ri'- 
port.  Those  are  the  facts  of  the  case. 
What  could  I  do?  I  could  not  reinstate  the 
man  in  flagrant  defiance  of  the  regulations. 
It  has  been  too  often  urged  against 
administration  that  political  influence  is  used 
with  the  object  of  dodging  through  the  re- 
gulations. But,  though  I  could  not  reinstate 
the  man,  I  was  quite  willinp;  to  allow  him 
to  remain  where  he  was  so  long  as  he  was 
able  to  carry  out  the  li^^^ht  duties  which  he 
was  given  to  do.  I  am  sorrv  that  Senator 
Neild  does  not  remain  in  the  chamber  to 
hear  my  reply.  I  think  that  after  the  charges 
which  he  has  made  he  ought  at  least  to  lis- 
ten to  the  other  side.  But  it  is  rather 
characteristic  of  the  honorable  senator  to 
make  charges  and  to  run  away  when  the 
answer  is  being  given.  I  now  come  to  the 
case  of  the  man  who  was  arrested  on  the 
charge  of  drunkenness.  It  is  quite  true,  as 
stated,  that  he  was  charged  with  being  drunk 
on  duty>  which,  of  course,  is  a  most  heinous 
crime.  He  was  a  Militia  <^£(»r,  and  was 
arrested  about  six  months  before  I  came  into 
office.  Fcr  six  months,  my  predecessor  had 
had  the  case  before  him,  but  did  not  deal 
with  it.  When  I  came  into  dfice,  I  found 
that  there  had  been  a  Court  of  Inquiry  to 
look  into  the  case  under  the  regulations. 

Senator  Needham. — Had  not  representa- 
tions been  made  to  the  honorable  s^ator's 
predecessor  ? 

Senator  PEARCE.— Yes.  The  Court  of 
Inquiry  was  held,  and  it  is  quite  true,  as 
Senator  Neild  has  stated,  that  one  man  who 
took  part  in  it  had  already  expressed  an 
opinion  upon  the  case.  When  the  Court 
recorded  its  finding,  the  officer  appealed  to 
me  against  it.  On  going  through  the 
evidence,  I  saw  that  the  Court  of  Inquiry 
was  wrcHigly  constituted.  I  considered  that 
it  was  not  a  fair  thing  that  the  man  should 
be  made  to  suffer  under  those  circumstances. 
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I  expressed  no  (xnnion  upon  the  case  at  all. 
I  simply  quashed  the  proceedings  and  put 
the  man  back  where  he  was  before  the 
charge  was  made  against  him.  What  else 
could  I  do?  I  could  not  give  him  com- 
pensation. All  that  I  could  do  was  to 
quash  proceedings,  and  reinstate  him  as 
captain  in  his  regiment,  directing  that  no 
mark  should  be  recorded  against  him  for 
what  had  occurred.  I  was  not  responsible 
for  the  man  being  six  mcmths  under 
arrest,  because  the  drcumstances  occurred 
Ijefore  I  came  into  (rffice.  With  regard  to 
McDonald's  case,  the  explanation  is  easy ; 
and'  I  am  certain  that  honorable  senators 
who  know  anything  about  departmental 
methods  will  understand  it.  The  fault  I 
find  with  the  Defence  Department  is  that 
too  much  is  sent  on  to  the  Central  Office. 
I  think  that  more  power  should  be  gi%en 
to  the  State  Administrations.  One  of  the 
things  that  causes  dislocation  is  that  if  a 
State  Administration  wants  to  spend  /l^, 
they  have  to  xefer  the  matter  to  the  Min- 
ister. This  is  a  case  in  which  a  man  was 
injured  whilst  on  duty.  He  made  his  claim 
for  compensation.  In  the  first  place,  the 
rase  went  to  the  colonel  of  his  regiment. 
The  colonel  recommended  an  inquiry.  The 
inquiry  was  held.  These  inquiries,  I  may 
explain,  do  not  rectwd  any  finding.  They 
simplv  send  on  an  account  of  the  proceedings 
to  the  Commandant,  who  reads  it  over, 
and  formulates  a  recwnmendation  to  the 
Head-Office,  in  Melbourne.  In  this  case, 
the  Commandant,  acting  upon  his  own 
judgment,  did  not  think  that  there  was 
any  just  claim  for  ctMiipensation.  The 
consequence  was  that  the  matter  never  came 
before  me  at  all.  Senator  Neild  has  said 
that  if  the  case  was  not  brought  under  my 
notice,  it  shows  a  lack  of  cc^esion  in  the 
Department.  But  any  man  who  is  ac- 
quainted with  the  first  principles  of  busi- 
ness must  be  aware  that  the  Minister  of  a 
Department  cannot  run  round  the  Common- 
wealth hunting  out  gri.2vance.s.  If  this 
man  knew  the  regulations — and  pretty  well 
every  man  in  the  Defence  Department  does 
know  them — he  would  be  aware  that  he  had 
the  right  of  appeal  frcm  his  superi4>r 
officers  to  the  Minister.  I  venture  to  say 
that  there  is  no  oflicef  in  the  Common- 
wealth who  would  dare,  in  defiance  of  the 
regulations ,  t'»  block  an  appeal  lo  the  Min- 
ister. Bu'.  iJiis  man  did  not  exercise  his 
right  of  appeal.  He  never  made  anv  re- 
,  quest  to  me,  and  therefore  I  never  heard 
^  his  ca-se.  If  I  had  been  in  office  for 
next  five  years,  I  might  not  ha^e  heard 
"enaiof  Pearee^ 


of  it.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  main 
did  not  make  any  request  to  me,  the  whole 
charge  levelle-d  against  me  by  Senates 
Neild  is  shown  to  be  ridiculous. 

Senator  St.  Ledger. — ^Yet  the  man  goes 
behind  the  Minister's  back  to  a  member  of 
Parliament. 

Senator  PEARCE. — ^Yes;  and  this  is  the 
sort  of  thing  that  tends  towards  the  de- 
struction of  discipline. 

Senator  MnxEN. — In  every  Depart- 
ment. 

Senator  PEARCE.— But  especially  in 
the  Defence  Department.  Here  is  a  case 
in  which  a  man  does  not  enrcise  the  right 
which  he  has  under  tl^  regulations,  but 
goes  to  politicians  to  ventilate  the  matter. 

Senator  McGrecos. — The  politicians 
should  make  inquiries  before  they  take  ac- 
tion. 

Senator  PEARCE.— Especially  when 
the  politician  happens  to  have  been  a  mili- 
tary officer.  Senator  Neild  also  threatened 
me  with  certain  other  vague  and  undefined 
charges.  I  wish  he  would  make  them  now. 
If  they  are  not  more  formidable  than  those 
which  he  has  brought  out  to-day,  I  shall 
Rleep  unccHiceiniedly.  Senator  Neild  is 
fond  of  putting  himself  forward  as  prac- 
tically the  father  of  old-age  pensions  in 
this  country.  But,  on  the  3rd  June,  1908, 
when  the  Deakin  Government  brought  for- 
ward the  Surplus  Revenue  Bill  for  the  pur- 
]X>se  of  finding  money  for  the  payment  of 
old-age  pensions,  I  find  that  Senator  Neild 
was  paired  against  the  measure  which  af- 
forded the  only  method  by  which  the  pen- 
sions could  be  paid. 

Senator  St.  Leixser. — ^They  were  two 
distinct  things. 

Senator  PEARCE. — ^They  were  inse- 
parably connected.  Every  hcmorable  sena- 
tor must  recognise  to-day  that,  had  it 
not  been  for  the  passing  of  the  Surplus 
Revenue  Bill,  we  should  not  be  in  a  posi- 
tion to  pay  old-age  pensions  next  month. 
That  is  an  absolute  fact.  I  propose  now 
to  deal  M'ith  the  Ministerial  statement, 
and  I  would  say  that  the  opening  sentence 
summarizes  it.  It  includes  a  reference  to 
"a  most  complex  series  of  measures."  I 
do  not  know  about  the  measures,  but  this 
statement  is  conprised  of  certainly  the 
most  (VMnpln  8eri»  of  paragraphs  it  has 
e^er  been  my  misfortune  to  have  to  puzzle 
o\'er. 

Senator  Chatawat.  —  The  hmoraUe 
senator  will  worrv  them  out. 

Senator  PEARCE.— I  hope  that  Sena- 
tor Chataway  and  those  associated  with 
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him  will  be  able  to  worn-  them  out,  for 
there  is  certainly  not  much  light  thrown 
upon  them  in  the  statement  itself.  The 
first  proposal  is  for  the  appointment 
an  Inter-State  Commission.  This  Inter- 
State  Commission  is  not  merely  to  carry 
out  the  duties  laid  down  in  the  Constitu- 
tion, but  is  to  have  smne  other  functions. 
We  are  told,  for  instance,  that  it  is  to 
perform  sudi  a  function  as  "  a  general 
om'sight  of  production  and  exchai^."  I 
do  not  know  that  we  shall  do  much  to 
stimulate  production  and  exchange  by 
merely  e:rax:i5ing  a  general  oversight. 
If  that  were  all  that  were  neces- 
sary we  might  leave  the  work  to  Mr. 
Knibbs,  and  the  Statistical  Bureau.  I 
never  yet  heard  that  the  compilatiCKi  of 
statistics  did  very  much  to  stimulate  pro- 
duction and  exchange. 

Senator  Ohataway. — ^That  is  not  over- 
sight. 

Senator  PEARCE. — ^What  is  meant  by 
overnght  ? 

Senator  Chataway. — Let  the  honorable 
senator  wait  until  the  Gm-emment  bring 
in  tbdr  Bill. 

Senator  PEARCE.—That  is  the  diffi- 
culty in  which  I  find  myself.  The  only 
meaning  I  can  attach  to  the  words  which 
are  used  is  that  some  sort  of  Board  will 
be  appointed  that  will  collate  the  evidences 
of  producticm  and  erchange. 

Senator  Gray. — Does  not  the  honorable 
senator  think  that  that  would  be  very 
valuable? 

Senator  PEARCE. — It  would  no  doubt 
be  valuable  fixxn  a  statistical  stand-point, 
but  the  people  of  Australia  will  want 
something  more  than  mere  statistics ;  they 
will  look  for  something  that  will  stimulate 
production  and  exchange.  We  are  told 
that  amongst  the  duties  of  the  Inter-Stat« 
Ccmmissit^  will  be — 

those  of  a  Federal  Labour  Bureau  comprising 
a  study  of  unemployment  and  of  a  scheme  for 
intorance  against  unemployment. 

What  is  this  Board  of  Trade  to  be?  Is 
it  to  be  a  sort  of  mutual  improvement 
society? 

Senator  Chatawav. — A  goieral  im- 
provement society  for  the  improvement  of 
the  Commonwealth  generally. 

Senator  PEARCE.— It  seems  to  me 
that  what  we  require  is  something,  not  for 
the  study,  but  for  the  pemova]  of  unem- 
ployment. If  honorable  senators  are  in 
any  doubt  as  to  whether  there  is  an  un- 
emplovment   question   in  Australia  they 


must  be  particularly  dense.  Does  even 
Senator  Gray  tell  rae  that  he  is  in  doubt 
as  to  whether  there  is  any  unemployment 
question  in  Australia? 

Senator  Gray. — There  is  no  doubt  about 
it  here  or  anywhere  else  in  the  world. 

Senator  PEARCE.— What  do  we  re- 
quire a  study  of  it  for? 

Senator  Gray. — I  think  it  is  very  im- 
portant that  we  should  study  it. 

Senator  PEARCE.— I  should  say  that 
before  honorable  senators  take  a  seat  in 
this  chamber,  where  they  have  to  deal 
with  legislation  affecting  employment,  they 
should  have  finished  thdr  studies  on  that 
question. 

Senator  Gray. — I  thought  the  honorable 
senator  recognised  that  that  was  a  study 
which  would  have  to  be  continued  as  long 
as  the  race  continued. 

Senator  PEARCE.  —  When  honorable 
senators  come  here  they  are  supposed  to 
be  economically  educated.  They  are  sup- 
posed to  know  when  dealing  with  Acts 
of  Parliament  exactly  what  their  economic 
effect  on  employment  or  unonployment  is 
likely  to  be. 

Senator  Millen. — Does  the  honorable 
senator  suggest  that  every  one  here  claims 
to  know  everything  and  that  the  last  word 
has  been  said  on  everything? 

Senator  PEARCE.— I  say  that  it  is 
merely  playing  with  words  to  propose  to 
appoint  an  Inter-State  CommissicHi  iar  the 
study  of  unemployment  and  of  a  scheme 
of  insurance  against  unemployment.  Some 
of  my  honorable  friends  thought  that  this 
meant  that  the  Government  were  going 
to  establisli  a  scheme  for  the  removal  of 
unemployment.  In  fact,  Senator  Neild 
said  that  the  Government  appeared  to  have 
discovered  a  socialistic  measure.  I  inter- 
jected at  the  time  that  they  had  better  look 
out  for  Soiator  St.  Ledger,  who  has  been 
informing  the  women  that  the  Government 
party  are  opposing  all  forms  of  Socialism. 

Senator  St.  Ledger. — That  is  only  what 
somebody  says  I  said. 

Senator  PEARCE.— Well,  the  news- 
papers are  very  friendly  towards  the  honor- 
able senator  at  the  present  time,  and  I  am 
sure  they  would  not  misrepresent  him.  This 
Intjer-State  Commission  is  not  going  to 
establish  or  bring  about  a  scheme  for  insur- 
ance against  unemploj'ment.  Nothing  so 
drastic  is  proposed. 

Stiiator  Millen. — Because  only  Parlia- 
ment could  do  tfe^1lT,ed  by  Google 
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Senator  PEARCE.— The  Conunission  is 
going  only  to  study  a  scheme. 

Senator  Millen. — In  order  that  data 
may  be  compiled  which  will  enable  Parlia- 
ment to  give  legislative  effect  to  it. 

Senator  PEARCEI.— ft  may  suit  theT 
Government  to  put  fMward  that  sort  of 
thing  to  create  a  glorious  hope  of  some- 
thing to  be  done  in  the  future,  but  I  ven- 
ture to  say  that  if  that  proposal  is  put  side 
by  side  with  our  proposal  for  a  progressive 
land  tax,  and  the  people  of  Australia  are 
asked  to  say  which  they  prefer,  they  will 
be  in  no  doubt.  If  we  put  before  the 
people  a  proposal  for  the  appointment  of 
a  nebulous  body  in  the  far  distant  future 
that  is  to  study  unemployment  and  a  scheme 
for  insurance  against  it  and  side  by  side 
with  that  a  proposal  for  a  tax  on  the  unim- 
proved values  of  land  that  will  break  up 
the  land  monopoly,  give  employment,  and, 
to  a  certain  extent,  abolish  unemployment, 
I  hare  no  doubt  as  to  which  of  these  pro- 
posals the  people  would  cast  their  votes 
for. 

Senator  Chataway. — Was  all  this  done 
in  New  Zealand  by  a  progressive  land  tax? 

Senator  PEARCE.— Whilst  they  were 
carrying  out  that  policy  they  dealt  in  New 
Zealand  with  the  unemployed  question  in 
a  more  practical  way  than  it  was  dealt  with 
in  any  Australian  State.  It  is  only  since 
they  ceased  to  bring  forward  progressive 
legislation  that  the  unemployed  are  be- 
ginning again  to  assemble  in  the  streets  of 
New  Zealand  cities.  Then  we  find  that 
this  C(»nmission  is  going  to  supervise — 

tlie  working  of  the  existing  Customs  Tariff 
in  its  operation  upon  the  invcstmeot  of  Aus- 
tralian capital  and  labour  in  Australian  indus- 
tries, advismK  the  removal  of  any  inconsisten- 
cies in  its  sraedules,  and  also  with  the  further 
-view  of  developing  preferential  and  other  trade 
a'elfttions  within  the  Empire. 

I  think  that  Senator  Best  made  the  most 
A'igorous,  and  certainly  the  most  definite, 
■speech  that  was  ever  made  in  this  Chamber 
on  the  question  of  preferential  trade.  The 
honorable  senator  has  sitting  to-night  on 
his  left  hand  a  supporter  in  Senator  Puls- 
ford,  who  from  his  point  of  view  delivered 
if  not  quite  as  able,  at  least  as  earnest 
a  speech  on  the  same  subject.  Senator 
Best's  proposal  for  preferential  trade  was 
that  we  should  raise  a  wall  against  foreign 
countries  and  r&nove  a  brick  for  the  Mother 
Country.  The  wall  was  to  be  one  bfick 
lower  for  the  Mother  Country.  I  can  re- 
ber  the  vigour  with  which  Senator 
ford  denounced  Senator  Best's  idea 


of  preferential  trade,  and  how  he  ridiculed 
and  constantly  voted  against  it  throughoiit 
the  consideratioo  of  the  Tariff,  as  did 
others  who  are"  now  atting  with  Senator 

Best. 

Senator  Millen.— Is  there  any  greater 
difference  in  the  juxtaposition  of  my  two 
friends  here  and  the  juxtaposition  of  free- 
trade  Senator  Pearce  and  protectionist  Sena- 
tor W.  Russell  behind  him? 

Senator  PEARCE.— Yes,  there  is  this 
difference,  that  on  the  question  of  preferen-: 
tial  trade,  to  which  I  am  referring,  in  com- 
mon with  Senator  W.  Russell,  I  supported 
the  s  per  cent,  preference  proposed  by 
Senator  Best  on  every  occasi(Hi,  whereas 
Senator  Pulsford  did  not  support  it  on  any 
one  occasion.    Further,  so  far  as  my  posi- 
tion is  concerned,  no  statement  made  by 
a  Labour  Government,  or  any  other  GovOTfi- 
ment,  could  interfere  with  my  fiscal  prin- 
ciples.   Are  we  to  understand  that  this 
statement  to  which  I  have  referred  repre- 
sents only  that  section  of  the  present'  Go- 
vernment and  their  followers  who  thoueht. 
talked,  and  voted,  as  Senator  Best  did 
when  the  Tariff  was  before  us?  Are  we  to 
understand  that  there  are  only  ten  in  an- 
other place,  and  only  three  in  this  Chamber, 
who  believe  in  this  portion  of  a  prof^anune 
put  forward  as  representing  the  views  of 
the  whole  Government,  and  that  Senator 
Millen  and  others  who  think  with  him  have 
abandoned  their  principles  for  thcee  held 
by  the  three  who  have  advocated  prefwen- 
tial  trade  in  this  Chamber  before?^  Al- 
though I  %Cas  one  of  three,  and  I  think  we 
did  not  at  any  time  number  more  than  three 
free-trade  Labour  members  in  this  Chamber, 
I  never  found  the  other  members  of  the 
party  sinking  their  protectionist  ideas  for 
mine. 

Senator  Chataway. — But  the  honorable 
senatOT  had  to  vote  Protection  before  the 
consideration  of  the  Tariff  was  canpleted. 

Senator  PEARCE. — I  made  no  secret 
of  the  fact  that,  although  I  was  a 
free-trader,  I  was  never  a  revenue- 
tariffist.  I  would  sooner  at  any  time 
support  a  duty  which  would  prcAibit 
importations  than  a  duty  which  would 
allow  importations  with  the  object  of  col- 
lecting taxation  upon  them.  I  said  so  when 
we  were  dealing  with  the  Tariff,  and  in 
carrying  out  that  view  on  certain  occasions 
I  voted  far  higher  duties  than  even  the  pre- 
sent Mini^  of  CusUhhs  voted  for.  I 
contend  that  this  statement  is  an  attempt 
by  the  Goremment,  under  the  guise  of  say- 
ing  that  they 
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preferential  trade,  when  they  know  that 
they  are  not  agreed  upon  it,  and  that  their 
followers  are  not  agreed  upon  it,  to  shelter 
themselves  behind  the  Inter-State  Com- 
mission. In  other  words,  the  Inter-State 
C(Btiiiissi(m  is  put  up  in  order  to  make  it 
appear  that  in  some  mar\'ellous  way,  and  by 
some  feat  of  le^rdemain,  it  is  ^ing  to  in- 
fluence the  views  of  the  Gov  ernment  and 
their  followers.  I  venture  to  say  that  if  we 
are  goin^  to  have  preferential  trade  from 
the  present  Government  and  their  following 
as  represented  in  the  Senate,  it  will  be  more 
in  line  with  Senator  Pulsford's  idea  than 
with  that  of  Senator  Best,  because  Senator 
Pulsford  has  the  larger  following  in  this 
Government.  I  now  come  to  the  way  in 
which  the  Government  propose  to  deal  with 
the  question  of  the  New  Protection.  1 
quote  from  the  statement — 

An\  divergencies  between  industrial  conditions 
in  the  ieverai  Stales  which  occasion  an  un- 
just competition  between  Australian  industries 
in  different  States  will  be  adjusted  by  the 
Intei-State  Commission,  with,  of  course,  due 
regard  to  all  the  interests  afFected,  whether 
or  not  the  unjustly  competitiTe  rates  exist  undel 
the  authority  of  local  industrial  tribunals. 

If  I  were  an  «npIoyer  paying  6s.  per  day 
in  Melbourne,  I  should  ccmsider  it  uniust 
coir.petiticHi  if  another  employer  in  the  same 
line  of  business  were  paying  only  5s.  per 
day  in  Tasmania.  It  would  not  matter  to 
me  that  the  Tasmanian  rate  had  been  fixed 
by  a  local  Wages  Board,  or  that  the  cost  of 
living,  or  the  purchasing  power  of  wages,  in 
the  two  States  differed.  What  would  con- 
cern me,  and  what  I  should  have  to  look  at. 
would  be  the  wages  cost  of  my  production, 
no  matter  what  conditions  determined  the 
wages  in  Tasmania  and  in  Victoria.  The 
compet7ti(Mi  would  be  to  me  an  unjust  com  ■ 
petition,  if  there  were  any  differentiation  in 
the  direction  of  lower  wages  than  I  would 
have  to  pay. 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — ^Then  the , 
honorable  senator  is  in  faTOur  of  a  uniform 
rate  of   wages  throughout   the  Commcm- 
wealth. 

Senator  PEARCE.— Noj  I  am  pointing 
out  that  that  is  apparently  what  the  Go- 
vernment is  going  for. 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — And  the 
honorable  senator  disapproves  of  it  ? 

Senator  PEARCE.— I  do.  That  is  what 
the  Government  must  go  for  if  they  are  to 
carry  out  the  principle  they,  have  laad  down 
in  this  statement;  and  if,  in  their  own 
words,  they  are  going  to  remove  "  unjust 
cofflp^tion  between  Australian  industries  in 
different  States,"  they  must  be  in  favour  of 
a  uniform  wage  throughout  Australia. 


Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — Let  the  hon- 
orable senator  read  an. 

Senator  PEARCE.— I  shall  read  the 
passage  again — 

Any  divergencies  between  industrial  conditions 
in  the  several  States  which  occasion  ao  un- 
just competition  between  Australian  industries 
in  diiTerent  States  will  be  adjusted  by  the 
Inter-State  Commission. 

What  are  industrial  cixiditions  ?  To  me  as 
an  employer  they  would  be  the  wages  I  pay, 
the  hours  worked,  and  the  c<xiditions  that 
had  to  be  observed.  It  appears  to  be  pro- 
posed to  establish  the  Inter-State  Commis- 
sion as  a  Board,  to  which  I  could  appeal 
frtMn  a  Wages  Board  of  my  State. 

Senator  Millen. — We  do  not  propose 
anything  of  the  kind. 

Senator  PEARCE.— That  is  the  state- 
ment made,  not  only  in  the  document  from 
which  I  am  quoting,  but  in  the  programme 
as  issued  by  the  allied  parties. 

Senator  Millen. — The  honorable  senator- 
has  absolutely  misread  it. 

Senator  PEARCE.— -The  statement  is 
made  that  the  Board  of  Trade  would  be  a 
sort  of  appeal  board  to  which  the  parties 
might  appeal  from  the  States  Wages  Boards 
where  differential  conditions  exist. 

Senator  Millen. — I  do  not  wish  to  inter- 
rupt the  honorable  senator,  but  he  has  mis- 
read the  proposal,  and  later  on  in  the  ses- 
si<xi,  if  he  reminds  me,  I  shall  undertake 
to  show  him  his  error. 

Senator  PEARCE.— I  quote  again  from 
the  statement.  It  is  stated  that  divergencies 
between  industrial  conditicHis  in  the  several 
States- 
will  be  adjusted  by  the  Inter-State  Commis- 
sion, with,  of  course,  due  regard  to  all  the 
interests  affected,  whether  or  not  the  unjustly 
competitive  rates  exist  under  the  authority  of 
local  industrial  tribunals. 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — Thwe  is 
nothing  there  that  suggests  uniformity  of 
wage^  throughout  the  Commonwealth. 

Senator  PEARCE. — I  shall  show  the 
honorable  senator  how  that  is  suggested.  We 
have  Wages  Boards  established  in  several 
of  the  States  already.  Only  a  little  time 
ago  in  New  South  VVales,  under  the  local 
Industrial  Disputes  Act,  a  request  was 
made  for  an  increase  of  wages.  Evidbnoe 
was  brought  forward  by  employes  to  justify 
the  increase  demanded.  The  employers 
then  stated  their  case,  and  what  was  their 
defence?  Did  they  bring  evidence  to  show 
that  the  wages  asked  for  in  the  State  were 
imjust.  No.  They  simply  brought  for- 
ward the  Wages  Board  rlt^^v^e^in  that 
particular  industPv^  ffi '^^^cldr^^1^haShowed 


334 


[SENATE.] 


<  SlatemenL 


that  it  was  lower  than  the  Wages  Bcmd  rate 
which  the  employes  were  asking  in  New 
South  Wales.  I  think  that  it  was  Mr. 
Justice  Simpson,  who,  in  giving  his  award, 
said  that  he  would  not  grant  the  rate  asked 
for  by  the  employes,  notwithstanding  that 
they  had  made  out  a  strong  case*  because 
to  do  so  would  subject  New  South  Wales 
manufacturers  to  unfair  competition.  Conse- 
quently, he  awarded  the  \'ictorian  rate  of 
wages.'  This  illustratitxi  is  sufficient  to 
evidence  the  way  in  which  State  Wa^ 
Boards  c^terate.  Compare  the  result  with 
the  decision  which  has  been  arrived  at  by 
■  the  Federal  Arbitration  Court.  In  the 
Harvester  Excise  case  Mr.  Justice  Hig- 
gins  laid  it  down  as  a  guiding  principle 
that  in  arriving  at  his  determinati<Mi  of 
what  constituted  a  "  fair  and  reasonable 
wage,"  he  would  not  be  influenced  by  the 
determination  of  any  State  industrial 
authority  whatever.  In  order  to  give  rffect 
to  the  New  Protection,  the  late  Government 
pTcqx>sed  to  establish  a  Federal  tribunal, 
which  would  not  be  merely  a  Court  of  Ap- 
peal from  a  State  tribunal,  but  which  would 
be  absolutely  independent  of  such  tri- 
bunals, and  which  could — as  it  did  in  the 
harvester  case — lay  down  ^vbat  it  regarded 
as  proper  wages  conditions,  not  only 
throughout  Australia,  but  in  different  por- 
tions of  one  State.  We  saw  the  result  ot 
the  exercise  of  its  jurisdiction  in  the 
shearers*  dispute,  in  which  Mr.  Justice 
O'Connor  laid  down  three  different  rates 
and  prescribed  varying  rates  as  be- 
tween Xew  South  Wales,  South  Australia, 
and  Victoria.  In  giving  judgment  in  the  har- 
vester case,  too,  Justice  O'Connor  said 
that  he  had  determined  the  case  upon  Vic- 
torian evidence,  but  if  any  other  State  felt 
that — by  reason  of  local  living  conditions — 
the  wages  which  he  had  awarded  did  not 
comply  with  the  standard  that  he  had  set 
up,  he  was  willing  either  upon  the  appli- 
cation of  any  union  or  of  any  employer 
affected,  to  hear  an  application  for  a  re- 
vision of  the  rates  either  in  respect  of  the 
whole  State  or  of  any  part  of  it. 

Senator  Vahdon. — In  the  harvester  case 
was  not  the  South  Australian  rate  mutually 
agreed  upoa  by  the  parties,  and  confiimed 
bv  the  Court? 

Senator  P£ARCE.~I  think  that  it  was. 
That,  however,  does  not  affect  the  point 
which  I  am  making,  namely,  that  the  New 
Protection,  to  which  we  sought  to  give 
effect,  would  have  clothed  the  Federal 
Court  with  power  to  deal  with  all  pro- 
■ — *tcted  industries,  and  to  lay  down  con- 


ditions absolutely  independent  of  any  deter- 
mination arrived  at  by  States  Wages  Boards. 

Senator  St.  Ledger. — In  other  words,  the 
honorable  senator  would  wipe  out  all  State 
jurisdiction. 

Senator  PEARCE.— What  is  the  dif- 
ference between  the  two  proposititms  ? 
Quite  recently  in  this  State,  Mr.  Justice 
a'Beckett  was  asked  to  say  what  was  meant 
by  "a  minimum  wage  "  under  the  Wages 
Boards  system  of  Victoria.  He  wag  asked 
to  fix  a  wage  which  would  allow  a  man 
to  marry  and  maintain  a  family.  But 
what  happened?  In  his  judgment  he  said 
that  as  he  read  the  Factwies  Act  of  Vic- 
toria and  the  Wages  Boards  provisions  of 
that  Act,  he  was  not  authorized  to  take 
into  .consideration  either  a  man's  wife  or 
his  family;  that  he  was  em_powered  onlv 
to  consider  what  was  a  living  wage  for 
the  man  himself.  Let  honcwj^le  senators 
compare  that  decision  with  the  interpre- 
tation placed  upon  the  Federal  law  by 
Mr.  Justice  Hij^ns,  who  declared  that 
was  empowered  to  decide  what  was  a  fair 
and  reasonable  wage  to  pay  a  man  who  had 
to  support  a  wife  and  family  in  an  average 
degree  of  comfort,  and  to  make  provision 
for  old  age,  sickness,  and  privation.  This 
Government  has  now  declared  that  it  wfll 
throw  overboard  the  standard  fixed  by- 
Mr.  Justice  Higgins,  and  the  decision  which 
he  has  registered.  It  will  not  endeavour  to 
secure  an  amendment  of  the  C<mstitution 
with  a  view  to  enabling  us  to  have  a  tribunal 
such  as  we  desire,  but  it  will  legalize  the 
determinations  of  State  tribunals,  one  of 
which  during  the  past  few  weeks  has  af- 
firmed that  it  has  no  power  to  talce  into 
consideration  a  man's  wife  and  family. 

Senator  St.  Ledger. — The  States  have 
power  to  correct  that. 

Senator  PEARCE. — They  have  pos- 
sessed the  power  for  eight  years,  but  what 
sort  of  correction  have  they  made  ?  There 
was  a  time  when  the  Legislative  Council  of 
Victoria  entirely  suspended  for  several 
months  the  operation  of  the  Factories'  Act 
—even  of  its  sanitary  provisicms. 

Senator  W.  Russell. — And  in  South 
Australia  its  operation  was  suspended  for 
five  vears. 

Senator  PEARCE.— Exactly.  It  was 
cmly  under  dire  threats  that  the  Legislative 
Council  of  Victoria  was  induced  to  agree 
to  the  appointment  of  Wages  Boards.  Have 
we  any  hope  that  the  Legislative  Councils 
of  the  States  will  pass  a  measure  which  will 
clothe  State  industrial  tribunals  with  the 
powers  which  M^gJ^ggtapQeg^^  de- 
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dared  are  possessed  by  the  Federal  Arbi- 
tration Court?  Not  only  will  they  refuse 
to  do  so,  but  in  this  State  the  Premier  has 
declined  to  do  so.  After  the  case  which 
I  have  cited  was  decided  by  Mr. 
Justice  a'Beckett,  the  Tanners  and  Leather 
Workers'  Union  approached  Mr.  Murray 
and  asked  him  to  introduce  an  amending 
Act  which  would  provide  for  the  payment 
of  "  a  fair  and  reasonable  wage" — thus 
using  the  very  words  which  Mr.  Justice 
Higgins  employed  in  the  harvester  case. 
Mr.  Murray  declined  to  accede  to  the  re- 
quest. The  present  Government  is  sup- 
ported hy  the  Employers'  Federation  and 
bv  the  Manufacturers'  Association  of  Vic- 
toria. Is  it  not  a  fact  that  the  Employo-s' 
Federation,  which  has  always  tanned  with 
"bell,  book,  and  candle"  wages  board 
legislation  

Senator  Vabdon. — That  is  not  so. 

Senator  PEARCE.— I  say  that  the  Em- 
ployers' Federation  of  this  State  has  always 
fought  factories  legislation,  and  has  at  all 
tinaes  declared  itself  against  it.  Just 
prior  to  the  amalgamation  of  poli- 
tical parties  which  has  recently  taken 
place — prior  to  Senators  Trenwith  and 
Dobson  joining  bands,  and  to  Senators 
Pulsford  and  Best  becoming  political  part- 
ners— there  was  an  amalgamation  in  this 
Sute  between  the  Employers'  Federatirai 
and  the  Manufacturers'  Association,  and 
those  bodies  agreed  that  for  the  purpose 
fjf  giving  effect  to  the  New  Protection 
they  were  prepared  to  accept  the  determina- 
tion of  the  State  Wages  Boards.  I  do  not 
wonder  at  that.  What  was  the  alternative 
with  which  they  were  confronted?  They 
knew  perfectly  well  that  there  was  a  Go- 
vemmcmt  in  power  which  intended  to  regis- 
tt  r  throughout  Australia  Mr.  Justice  Hig- 
gins's  declaration  as  to  what  was  a  fair 
and  reasonable  wage.  To  remove  the  late 
Administration  fran  office  and  to  promote 
the  fusion  of  political  parties  which  has 
token  place  in  this  Parliament,  they 
agreed  to  amalgamate  their  forces.  They 
have  succeeded  in  installing  in  office  a  Go- 
vernment which  will  give  its  adherence  to 
a  proposition  that  "a  fair  and  reasonable 
wage  ' '  ought  not  to  take  into  consideration 
a  man's  wife  and  family.  We  know  that 
on  a  former  occadon  Mr.  Walpole  declared 
that  a  man's  wife  and  family  were  luxuries- 
Senator  Grat. — There  is  not  a  Wages 
Board  in  New  South  Wales  which  in  its 
awards  does  not  take  into  consideration  a 
man's  wife  and  family. 


Senator  PEARCE. — But  there  are  some 
States  in  which  the  local  industrial  tri- 
bunals affirm  that  under  the  law  they  can 
take  no  cognisarwre  of  a  man's  wife  and 
family.  The  present  Government  is  sup- 
ported by  the  Women's  National  Associa- 
tion, and  M  e  know  that  one  of  its  champions 
is  Senator  St.  Ledger.  He  is  one  of  its 
pet  lecturers,  and  is  always  appearing  at 
its  meetings.  This  Association  poses  as 
the  champion  of  the  purity  of  the  hone 
and  the  sanctity  of  the  marriage  tie.  But 
how  do  the  Government  propose  to  uphold 
the  sanctity  of  the  marriage  tie  and  the 
purity  of  the  hcwne?  By  recognising 
Wages  Boards  which  cannot  take  into  con- 
sideration the  working  man's  wife  and 
family. 

Senator  Gray. — The  honorable  senator 
is  drawing  upon  his  imagination. 

Senator  PEARCE. — I  am  merely  using 
the  words  which  were  employed  by  Mr. 
Justice  a'Beckett  in  this  city  only  last 
week.  He  declared  that,  although  a 
strong  case  had  been  made  out  by  the  em- 
ployes, his  reading  of  the  Wages  Board 
provisions  of  the  Factories  Acts  was  that 
he  could  not  take  into  consideration  a  man's 
wife  and  family,  but  must  have  regard 
only  to  the  man  himself.  We  have  a  Go- 
vernment asking  a  democratic  Parliament 
to  recognise  that  decision  

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — It  would 
have  been  quite  competent  i(x  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  CommcMiwealth  Arbitration 
Court  to  have  expressed  a  similar  opinion. 

Senator  Millen. — The  Government  pro- 
posal is  expressly  designed  to  override  any 
decision  by  a  Judge  who  may  have  given^ 
an  incorrect  opinion- 

Senator  PEARCE.— But  we  have  no 
reason  to  believe  that  the  opinion  expressed 
by  Mr.  Justice  a'Beckett  is  an  incorrect 
one,  seeing  that  the  tribunal  over  which  he 
presided  was  a  court  of  final  appeal . 
There  had  already  been  a  decision  given 
by  the  Wages  Board.  The  employes  were 
dissatisfied  with  that  decisirai,  and  appealed 
to  Mr.  Justice  a'Beckett.  He  did  not  say 
that  they  were  not  entitled  to  the  rate  which 
they  sought ;  but  he  did  say  that  under  the 
law  as  it  stands,  he  was  not  able  to  talKi 
into  consideration  a  man's  wife  and  family. 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — The  Presi- 
dent of  the  Commonwealth  Arbitration 
Court  might  have  said  exactly  the  same 
thing.     Is  not  that  so? 

Senator  PEARCE.— No;  because  Mr. 
Justice  Higgins,  in  laying  down  the  rule 
to  which  I  have  referred,  merely  followed 
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the  lines  of  a  previous  decision  given 
by  Mr.  Justice  O'Connor,  The  latter 
permitted  evidence  to  be  tendered  re- 
garding the  cost  of  the  maintenance 
of  a  man's  wife  and  family,  and  thus 
admitted  the  principle  which  was  after- 
wards so  eloquently  stated  by  Mr.  Jus- 
tice Higgins.  These  two  Justices  of  the 
High  0>urt  have  laid  down  an  entirely 
dif^rent  principle  from  that  which  is  recog- 
nised in  the  Factwies  Act  of  Victoria,  ac- 
cording to  the  dictum  of  Mr.  Justice 
a'Beckett.  If  it  be  merely  a  question  of 
bad  law — as  is  suggested  by  Senator  Best 
— why  does  not  the  Pxemier  of  this  State 
make  it  good  law?  I  am  satisfied  that 
we  shall  not  get  anything  better  from  the 
Parliament  of  Victoria,  because  Mr.  Mur- 
ray knows  perfectly  well  that,  even  if  he 
could  get  an  amending  measure  through  the 
Legislative  Assembly,  it  would  not  be  ap- 
proved by  the  Legiiiative  Council.  The 
Legislative  Council  of  this  State  is  the  pet 
legislative  body  of  the  Employers'  Federa- 
tion; and  that  Federation  is  in  favour  of 
sweating.  The  proof  of  my  statement  is 
to  be  found  in  the  fact  that  the  Empl(^-ers' 
Federation  has  fought  tooth  and  naiV 
'  against  every  instalment  of  Wages  Board 
legislation  in  this  State,  and  fought  bitterly 
both  with  money  and  literature. 

Senator  St.  Ledger. — Against  sweating. 

Senator  PEARCE.— They  fought  against 
sweating  because  Wages  Boards  were  insti- 
tuted to  do  away  with  it. 

Senator  St.  Ledger. — Those  two  things 
are  entirely  difTerent. 

Senator  PEARCE.— I  mean  that  they 
fought  against  the  legislatim  against 
sweating. 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — And  one  of 
the  leading  employers  of  this  State  was  one 
of  the  most  prominent  men  in  bringing 
about  the  establishment  of  Wages  Boards. 

Senator  PEARCE.— That  may  be.  I 
know  that  there  are  plenty  of  employers 
who  are  fair-minded  and  generous,  but  the 
Employers'  Federation  of  this  State — the 
only  organized  body  which  speaks  for  em- 
ployers, and,  therefore,  the  only  one  to 
which  we  can  look — have,  time  and  again, 
denounced  the  Factories  Acts  of  this  State, 
the  Wages  Boards,  and  every  Arbitraticn 
Bill  which  has  ever  been  proposed. 

Senator  St.  Ledger. — And  I  have  heard 
many  employers  express  themselves  as 
highly  favorable  to  VVages  Boards. 

Senator  PEARCE.— So  have  I.  I  know 
plenty  of  employers  who  to-morrow  would 
vote  for  the  creation  of  a  Wages  Board  in 


their  industry.  But  I  point  out  that  where 
we  have  an  organization  speaking  for  em- 
ployers we  must  pay  regard  to  its  vtrice, 
and  up  to  the  time  of  this  amalgamaticMi  its 
voice  was  always  directed  against  Wages 
Boards. 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — That  is  not 
correct,  but  it  is  only  a  detail. 

Senator  PEARCE.— It  is  absolutely  cor- 
rect. The  present  Government  propose  to 
ask  the  Federal  Parliament — which  passed 
the  harvester  legislation  and  established  a 
Court,  in  which  Mr.  Justice  Higgins  made 
that  magnificent  declaration  as  to  what  was 
to  be  the  right  of  the  workers  of  this  coun- 
try— to  go  back  upon  what  we  have  done 
and  accept  what  Mr.  Justice  a'Beckett  says 
is  the  only  declaration  he  can  give.  So  far 
as  my  voice  can  reach  them,  I  want  the 
people  of  Australia  to  know  that  behind 
this  mass  of  words  lies  that  intention;  that, 
stripped  of  alt  its  sophistry,  that  is  what 
the  federalization  of  Wages  Boards  means, 
and  that  this  Government  are  going  to  make 
marriage  impossible  for  the  workers. 
Senator  Dobson. — Rubbish  t 
Senator  PEARCE.— At  their  present 
wages,  it  is  impossible  for  a  great  num- 
ber of  workers  of  this  city  to  marry.  It 
is  bringing  about  a  state  of  immorality. 
Talk  about  the  sanctity  of  the  marriage 
tie  !  Nothing  leads  more  to  the  destruc- 
tion of  its  sanctity  than  do  low  wages. 
Having  regard  to  the  judgment  of  Mr, 
Justice  a'Beckett,  the  Government,  are  open 
to  the  charge  that  they  want  this  Parlia- 
ment to  legalize  a  system  which  does  not 
recc^nise  marriage. 

Senator  Gray. — Why  does  not  the  hon- 
orable senator  say  that  the  Government 
want  to  murder  them  by  starvati<xi  7 

Senator  McGregor. — Are  not  employers 
advertising  every  day  for  married  couples 
without  encumbrances  ? 

Senator  PEARCE.— In  some  States  there 
are  no  Wages  Boards.  If  Senator  Dobson 
is  an  advocate  of  Wages  Boards,  why  has 
he  been  dumb  for  so  many  years  on  the 
question  in  Tasmania  ?  Why  is  it  that  in 
that  State  they  never  talked  of  establish- 
ing a  Wages  Board  until  they  saw  the  ogre 
of  a  Federal  Court  caning  to  them?  It 
was  not  until  then  that  Mr.  Evans,  who,  by 
the  way,  was  deposed  from  the  Premiership 
by  a  caucus,  announced  that  the  Govern- 
ment intended  to  move  in  the  matter.  He 
had  a  parliamentary  majority  for  years,  and 
did  not  act  It  was  not  until  the  Cotq- 
monwealth  was  placed  under  the  Labour 
Government  that  he  intimated  his  intention 
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to  institute  Wages  Boards  in  his  State. 
Not  that  he  believed  in  them;  not  that  he 
thought  that  they  were  necessary;  but  in 
order  that  the  Federal  Parliament  should 
have  no  justification  for  setting  up  indus- 
trial tribunals  in  the  State.  He  was  childish 
and  simple  when  he  said  that  the  object 
of  the  legislation  was  to  render  it  unneces- 
sary for  the  CommOTwealth  to  mal%  an 
in-road  upon  State  rights. 

Senator  St.  Ledger. — Has  the  honor- 
able senator  considered  the  chances  of  whe- 
ther his  views  on  this  question,  if  given 
effect  to,  might  not  be  more  severe  upon  the 
married  man  and  his  family? 

Senator  PEARCE.— No,  I  find  that 
under  the  declarati<Hi  of  Mr.  Justice  Hig- 
gins  a  man  can  marry.  He  made  that  the 
bed-rock  of  his  award — a  wage  under 
which  a  man  could  marry,  rear  a  family, 
and  provide  for  old  age,  sickness,  and  pri- 
vation. . 

Senator  St.  Ledger.— -Has  the  honorable 
senator  considered  whether  his  decisis 
might  not  be  harsher  upon  the  married  man 
and  his  family  ? 

Senator  PEARCE. — ^That  is  equivalent 
to  asking  me,  "  Do  I  regard  j£2  8s.  a  week 
rather  than  30s.  in  the  light  of  an  inflic- 
tion?" Now  305.  a  week  is  the  wage  laid 
down  for  workers  in  the  artificial  manure 
trade  by  the  Appeal  Court  under  Mr.  Jus- 
tice Hood,  and  ^2  8s.  a  week  was  the 
minimum  wage  laid  down  for  similar  work- 
men by  Mr.  Justice  Higgins.  I  am  pre- 
pared to  pocket  the  indignity  every  time. 

Senator  Sr.  Ledger. — I  am  speaking  of 
the  principle,  not  of  the  rate  of  wages. 

Senator  PEARCE.— Of  course,  the 
honorable  senator  refers  to  that  old  Tory 
argument,  that  if  you  raise  wages  you 
drive  capital  out  of  the  country,  and 
lessen  employment. 

Senator  St.  Ledger. — Nothing  of  the 
kind. 

Senator  PEARCE.  —  The  honorable 
senator  refers  to  the  old  Tory  idea  that 
these  industries  cannot  afford  to  pay  high 

vages. 

Senator  Gray. — No;  what  he  means  is 
that  a  great  employer  in  Sydney,  with  all 
modern  machinery,  will  be  able  to  manu- 
facture under  conditions  against  wluch  a 
man  in  Tasmania  will  be  quite  unable  to 
compete. 

Senator  PEARCE.— That  is  to  say,  the 
big  trust  is  going  to  eat  out  the  little 
trust? 

Senator  Gray. — Exactly. 


Senator  PEARCE.— That  will  go  on 
whether  we  have  Wages  Boards  ox  not. 
Senator  Gray. — No. 

Senator  PEARCE.— There   is   not  a 

country  in  which  it  is  going  on  more 
rapidly  than  it  is  in  America,  where  they 
have  not  a  Wages  Board  from  one  coast 
to  the  other. 

Senator  Vardon.  —  Inter-State  free- 
trade  has  been  against  Tasmania. 

Senator  PEARCS.— Undoubtedly  it  ha* 
been.  In  Western  Australia  the  boot  in- 
dustry has  been  practically  wiped  out  by 
competition  from  Victoria,  but  not  because 
that  State  pays  high  wages.  I  cannot 
leave  this  interesting  paragraph  without  re- 
ferring to  the  last  two  lines,  which 
I  think  any  Federalist  ought  to  be 
ashamed  to  have  penned,  though,  of 
course,  I  can  understand  a  State  writer 
penning  them — 

Coirespondence  is  now  proceeding  with  the 
State  Governments  in  respect  to  the  procedure 
to  be  followed  in  order  to  endow  the  Com- 
missioa  with  this  power. 

It  is  proposed  by  the  Government  that  we 
should  go  cap-in-hand  to  the  Legislative 
Coundis. 

Senator  Millen. — ^As  the  Constituticm 
provides. 

Senator  PEARCE. — As  the  Constitu- 
tion allows,  but  it  also  provides  a  con- 
stitutional means  for  the  Conmionwealth  to 
obtain  additional  legislative  power. 

Senator  Millen. — ^That  is  constitutional 
also. 

Senator  PEARCE. — It  is  provided  in 
the  Constitution  that  additicmal  power  can 
be  sought,  not  by  correspondence  with  the 
States,  but  by  an  appeal  to  the  people  of 
Australia.  If  the  latter  prefer  that  the 
States  Parliaments  should  deal  with  in- 
dustrial matters,  they  have  a  perfect  right 
to  make  that  preference,  and  can  refuse 
to  give  us  the  additional  power  which  we 
seek.  But  the  present  Government  do  not 
propose  to  make  an  appeal  to  the  people 
of  Australia.  They  only  propose  to  ap- 
peal to  a  section  of  the  people,  and  that 
section  is  the  property-owning  people,  be- 
cause in  every  case  except  where  the  Legis- 
lative Council  is  a  nominee  body,  the 
State  Parliament  is  dominated  by  a  House 
which  represents  only  one-seventh  of  the 
people  of  the  State.  The  Government 
propose  to  ask  Legislative  Councils  elected 
on  a  property  qualifioition  to  give  this 
Parliament  the  power^  }9r\kt^^^^  on 
industrial    maSceltff,^  by  VHWPyjftder  the 
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Constituticm,  we  have  the  right  to  address 
that  appeal,  not  to  one-seventh  of  the  people 
of  a  State,  but  to  the  whole  people  of 
Australia.  There  lies  the  difTerence  be- 
tween the  present  Government  and  the 
late  Government.  We  did  not  iKC^)Ose  to 
go  cap-in-hand  to  any  State  Premier,  and 
ask  him  to  allow  this  Parliament  to  legis- 
late on  industrial  matters.  We  proposed 
to  take  the  sense  of  the  whole  people  of 
this  Ccwnmon wealth.  ^  I  am  satisfied  that 
if  the  Legislative  Council  of  Victoria  has 
only  sancticmed  the  establishment  of 
Wages  Boards,  which  will  not  take  into 
consideration  the  requirements  of  married 
men,  which  will  only  allow  wages  suffi- 
cient for  the  «nploy6  himself^  it  will  not 
grant  to  this  Parliament  any  additional 
powCT. 

Senator  Okay. — Does  the  honorable 
senator  propose  that  an  unmarried  man 
should  have  less  wages  than  a  married 
man? 

Senator  PEARCE. — Xo,  every  man 
should  have  sufficient  to  enable  him  to 
marry  and  keep  a  family.  In  the  last 
two  lines  of  this  interesting  paragraph  the 
Government  propose  to  ask  this  Parlia- 
ment to  surrender  powers  which  have  been 
intrusted  to  it  by  the  people  of  Australia. 
The  last  Government  did  not  propose  th^t 
this  Parliament  should  part  with  any  one 
of  its  powers.  If  a  State  Parliament 
wishes  to  endow  the  Federal  Parliament 
with  industrial  power  it  can  do  so,  as  it 
could  have  done  at  any  time  within  the 
last  eight  years.  Has  not  there  been  need 
for  taking  that  departure?  Have  there 
not  been  times  when  the  establishment  of 
Wages  Boards  have  been  called  for,  and 
wb«i  public  meetings  with  that  object  in 
view  have  been  held?  We  have  never 
heard  of  a  State  Parliament  proposing  to 
hand  orar  to  this  Parliament  any  one  of 
its  l^islatire  powers.  The  present  Go- 
vernment want  to  place  this  Parliament  in 
a  humiliating  position-— in  the  positi<m  of 
a  suppliant  to  Legislati\%  Councils  com- 
posed of  property  owners.  In  the  Con- 
stituti(«»  which  Senator  Trenwith.  with 
others,  helped  to  frame,  and  which,  I 
think,  he  should  fight  to  maintain,  the 
people  of  Australia  gave  this  Parliament 
the  right  to  appeal  to  them  at  any  time 
for  additional  legislative  power.  But  it 
is  not  proposed  by  this  Govenmient  to  ask 
the  Parliament  to  exercise  that  right. 

Senator  Dobson.  —  Tweedledum  and 
tweedledee. 


Senator  PEARCE.— There  is  a  vital 
difference  between  making  an  appeal  to 
the  peopTe  of  Australia  and  making  an 
appeal  to  only  wie-seventh  of  the  people- 
In  other  words,  the  Government  jMropose 
to  make  the  appeal  to  tibe  legislative 
Houses  which  have  been  the  fortresses  of 
the  sweater,  and  which  have  always  been 
relied  upon  to  throw  out  every  progressiw 
measure.  In  Victoria  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil has  suspended  the  operation  of  the 
Factories  Act,  and  would  do  so  again  to- 
morrow if  it  thought  fit.  What  the  late 
Government  proposed  was  to  ask  the 
people  to  enable  the  Federal  Courts  to 
deal  with  industrial  matters  in  every  pro- 
tected industry'  throughout  the  Commcm- 
Mrealtb,  and  to  fix  a  fair  and  reasonable 
wage;  to  be  governed  by  the  conditions 
laid  down  by  Mr.  Justice  Higgins.  I 
welcome  any  man  who  is  prepared  to  fight 
that  question  throughout"  Australia.  We 
are  quite  prepared  to  have  the  battle.  In 
another  paragraph  of  this  printed  state- 
ment we  read — 

An  active  policv  of  immigration  will  be 
undertaken,  nnd  will  be  expanded  in  the  light 
of  the  knowledge  made  available  by  the"  Com- 
mission  and  the  Bureau,  and  wit.'i,  it  is  hopcd^ 
the  co-operation  of  all  the  States. 

If  the  Commission  really  collects  facts 
there  will  l>e  no  immigration  policy.  The 
State  of  Victoria  during  the  years  of  Fed- 
eration has  enjo\-ed  most  prosperous  sea- 
sons. In  eight  years  there  has  only  been 
one  failure  of  the  harvest.  The  producers 
have  realized  top  prices  for  their  com- 
modities. But  what  is  Victoria's  re- 
cord in  the  matter  of  population  ?" 
In  tlie  eight  \ears  there  was  an  ex- 
cess of  births  over  deaths  of  106,000. 
Vet  in  that  period,  notwithstanding  the 
bountiful  har\«sts  and  the  high  prices, 
Victoria  lost  54,000  adults  by  the  excess 
of  «nigration  over  immigrati(»i.  The  State 
of  Tasmania  has  an  equally  bad  record. 
Whilst  the  population  is  increasiD|[  by 
excess  of  births  over  deaths,  Tasmania  is 
losing  her  adult  population.  There  are  more 
people  going  out  of  the  State  than  are  en- 
tering it.  What  is  the  use  of  attempting 
an  immigration  polici,'  when  this  sort  of 
thing  is  going  on  ?   What  are  the  causes  ? 

Senator  Millbn. — ^The  reason  people 
leara  Victoria  is  to  obtain  the  cheaper  lands 
in  the  States  of  New  South  Wales,  Queens- 
land, and  Western  Australia. 

Senator  PEARCE.— jWhj-  ara  people- 
leaving  Xew  ScatthzeWaWwOgie 
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Senator  Millen. — The  cheaper  lands  of 
■Queensland  are  attracting  people  also  from 
Xew  South  Wales. 

Senator  PEARCE.— Why  should  people 
leave  a  State  like  Victoria  w  ith  its 
abundant  rainfall,  its  agreeable  climate, 
and  its  exrallent  land,  unless  there  is  some 
profound  reason?  Why  is  land  cheaper  in 
Queensland  and  in  Western  Australia?  It 
is  cheaper  because  there  is  less  land  mono- 
poly there  than  there  is  in  this  _State. 
There  are  thousands  of  acres  in  the  West- 
ern District  of  Victoria  upon  which  the 
whole  populaticffi  of  this  State  OHild  be 
-settled.  Take  the  Tweed  River  district  in 
Xew  South  Wales.  Senator  MUlen's  new 
chief,  Mr.  Deakin,  recently  visited  that 
district,  and  he  declared  from  what  he  saw 
that  we  could  settle  the  whole  population 
■of  Australia  there.  Why  is  there  not  a 
larger  populaticHi  in  the  Tweed  River  dis- 
trict ?  The  reason  why  our  farmers  leave 
Victoria  is  because  land  is  too  dear,  and 
it  is  made  too  dear  by  bang  held  in  large 
■estates. 

SenatOT  Gray. — No. 

Senator  PEARCE.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber surely  must  travel  with  his  eyes  shut.  If 
he  goes  into  the  Western  District  of  Vic- 
toria he  will  learn  something  bv  visiting 
a  place  called  Terang.  The  Black 
Brothers  had  a  large  estate  there  for  many 
years,  upon  which  there  were  settled  only 
a  few  boundary  riders,  with  the  addition 
■of  some  shearers  at  shearing  time.  The 
Black  Brothers  cut  up  their  estate  into 
farms,  with  the  result  that  to-day  there 
are  hundreds  of  people  living  an  land 
where  formerly  iaere  were  only  a  few. 
'What  the  Black  Brothers  have  done  it  is 
possible  to  do  on  similarly  valuable  land 
in  the  Western  District  of  this  State. 

Debate  interrupted  under  sessional  order, 
and  sitting  susfended  from  6.30  to  7.45 
p.m. 

PUBLIC  SERVICE  SALARIES. 
Motion  (by  Senator   Findley)  agreed 
<to — 

That  a  return  be  presented  showing  the  num- 
ber of  employes  ia  the  Commonwealth  service 
m  receipt  of  salaries  from  ^300  to  /400,  £^00 
to  £ioo,  £soo  to  £6qo,  and  from  /600  up- 
wards respectively. 

COMMONWEALTH  PRINTING. 

Motion    (by    Senator   Needham)  pro- 
■posed — 

I.  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  mto  and  report  on  the  arrangement  en- 
ie/cd    intof  witfc   the  State   of    Victoria  for 


carrying  out  Commonwealth  printing,  the  pay- 
ment of  wages  and  hoars  of  labour  in  respect 
thereto,  the  adjustment  of  cost  of  the  printing 
as  between  State  and  Commonwealth,  and  the 
conditions  prevailing  generally  in  respect  to 
such  printiDg. 

2.  That  the  Committee  consist  of  Senators 
Chataway,  Dobson.  Findley,  Givens,  Colonel 
Neild,  Vardon,  and  the  mover. 

3.  That  the  Committee  have  power  to  send 
for  persons,  papers,  and  records. 

Debate  (on  motion  by  Senator  Millen) 
adjourned. 

COMMONWEALTH  CONCILIATION 
AND  ARBITRATION  BILL. 

In  Committee: 
Clause  3. 
Pn^ess  reported. 

MINISTERIAL  STATEMENT. 
Poucv  OF  New  Administration. 
Debate  resumed. 

Senator  PEARCE  (Western  Australia) 
[7-53]'— The  proposed  policy  of  immigra- 
tion will  be  not  <Mily  nugatory,  but  posi- 
tively harmful,  unless  something  is  done  to 
open  up  the  lands  for  the  people  who  are 
here,  and  for  those  who  will  cwne.  It  is 
of  no  use  for  the  Vice-President  of  the 
Executive  Council  to  sav  that  people  are 
leaving  one  State  to  go'  to  other  States 
where  land  is  cheaper.  The  fact  is  that 
the  increase  of  population  in  Victoria  for 
the  last  eight  years  was  under  i  per  cent., 
and  in  the  whole  Commonwealth  the  in- 
crease of  population  for  the  last  eight  years 
was  only  1.89  per  cent 

Senator  Pulsford.— That  is  the  yearly 
average  for  the  eight  years. 

Senator  PEARCE.— Yes.  We  have  had 
tliis  miserable  rate  of  increase  side  by  side 
with  immigration  policies  propounded  by 
States  Governments.  Furthermore,  everv- 
body  recognises  that  Australia  cannot  de- 
velop without  the  development  of  our 
primary  industries.  Our  progress  must 
originate  from  the  landed  industries  in  the 
first  instance  What  are  the  States  Govern- 
ments doing  to  open  up  and  settle  the  land? 
They  have  closer  settlement  policies.  In 
the  State  of  Victcffia,  in  the  eight  years  to 
which  I  have  referred,  500,000  has 
been  spent  in  repurchasing  about  200,000 
acres,  and  in  two  years  of  that  time,  from 
1906  to  1908,  the  big  estates  of  Victoria, 
that  is,  the  estates  over  1,000  acres  in  ex- 
tent, have  increased  to  the  extent  of  117,000 
acres.  One  has  only  to  visit  country  towns 
to  find  out  what  is  going  oni  Land 
mono[X)Iy  is  increasing  ev^j^l^^,  at*a 
faster  rate  than  Closer  Settlement  Acts  are 
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distributing-  land.  I  was  btwn  in  the  State 
of  South  Australia,  in  one  of  the  nHBt 
prosperous  farming  districts,  where  the  har- 
vest has  not  failed  for  the  last  fourteen 
years.  I  was  away  in  Western  Australia 
for  twenty-five  years.  When  I  went  back 
there  were  fewer  farmers  than  there  were 
twenty-five  years  before.  That  is  not  only 
the  case  in  that  one  district.  I  know  of 
other  districts  in  the  rich  fertile  areas  of 
South  Australia:  where  the  population  is 
shrinking,  and  the  number  of  farmers  de- 
creasing. The  policy  of  closer  settlement 
merely  aggravates  the  evil  of  dear  land. 
It  is  created  by  an  artificial  scardty 
of  land.  The  number  of  axnpetitors 
becocDes  greater  than  the  amount  of 
land  in  the  market  is  sufficient 
to  supply,  and  into  the  market  comes  an- 
other buyer  with  unlimited  cash — the  Go- 
vernment— and  sends  up  the  already  arti- 
ficially inflated  price  of  land  to  a  higher 
level  still.  This  is  well  known  to  any  one 
who  has  followed  the  operation  of  the 
Closer  Settlement  Act  in  Victoria.  Agri- 
cultural land  has  been  repurchased  in  this 
State  at  such  high  prices  that  the  Govern- 
ment cannot  get  it  off  their  hands,  because 
people  could  nc*  get  a  living  from  it  if  they 
paid  for  it  the  price  at  which  it  was  bought 
by  the  Government.  This  evil  must  be 
remedied  before  we  can  have  an  immigra- 
tion policy-  The  present  Government  do 
not  propose  to  do  anything  to  touch  that 
questicHi.  The  proposed  Board  of  Trade  is 
not  to  be  clothed  with  power  to  break  up 
big  estates,  or  to  buy  estates,  and  yet  the 
Government  propose  to  spend  money  on  the 
prosecution  of  an  active  immigration  policy. 
I  say  that  a  policy  of  immigration  in  the 
face  of  these  facts  would  be  merely  a 
policy  to  depreciate  the  value  of  labour  by 
the  introduction  of  labour  to  an  already 
overstocked  labour  market.  So  far  as  the 
land  is  concerned,  unless  we  break  up  tlie 
land  monopoly,  there  will  be  no  additional 
avenues  for  the  emplovment  of  labour 
thrown  open,  and  if  we  do  not  propose  to 
open  up  new  avenues  of  employment,  we 
shall  be  simply  introducing  lalxjur  to  an 
overstocked  Ial)Our  market  by  encouraging 
immigration. 

Senator  Stewart. — And  the  Government 
do  not  intend  to  touch  the  Tariff  either. 

Senator  PE.ARCE.— Thcv  c;innot  do 
that  without  creating  trouble.  The  Tnriff 
is  the  one  thing  that  thcv  must  leave  alone. 
Senator  Best  mi^ht  agree  to  tlie  opening  up 
ofcland.  but  there  is  one  thing  which  I  am 
certain  is  never  mentioned  in  private  con- 


versations amtmgst  .honorable  senators  op- 
posite at  the  rear  of  this  hall,  and  that  is 
the  Tariff.  That  is  the  one  subject  that 
is  taboo  at  the  present  time. 

Senator  Gray. — The  honorable  senator  is 
not  very  full  of  it  either. 

Senator  PEARCE.— I  have  had  all  the 
Tariff  I  want  at  the  pre^nt  time.  But  I 
can  remember  that  <m  several  occasions 
Senator  Best  directed  his  remarks  particu- 
larly to  me  when  he  complained  that  the 
Tariff  was  not  yet  what  it  ought  to  be.  Not 
only  is  the  Government  policy  of  indus- 
trial legislation  a  faulty  one,  and  one 
which  will  strike  directly  at  the  marriage 
tie  by  making  marriage  difficult  or  impos- 
sible for  the  workmen  of  Australia,  but  it 
proposes  to  increase  the  evils  of  competi- 
tion by  an  active  policy  of  immigration  to 
bring  additional  workers  to  Australia.  I 
quite  recognise  that  we  must  have  an  im- 
migration policy  for  Australia  if  we  are  to 
continue  to  hold  the  country.  We  must 
have  people  settled  upon  our  lands,  or  we 
shall  not  be  able  to  retain  them.  The 
merino  sheep  is  exceedingly  useful  for 
bringing  in  money,  hut  it  is  a  very  poor 
soldier.  If  we  are  to  hold  Australia,  we 
must  have  some  mi1Ii<»is  more  of  popula- 
tion than  we  have  at  present.  The  problem 
for  every  <me  is  how  to  increase  the  popula- 
tion of  Australia.  I  sav  we  cannot  do  so 
without  dealing  with  the  land  question. 
The  Labour  Government  recognised  that. 
We  associated  together,  as  three  main  fea- 
tures of  our  programme,  a  land  policy,  an 
immigration,  and  a  defence  policy.  They 
stand  or  fall  together.  One  cannot  be 
effectively  dealt  with  by  itself.  We  can- 
not adequately  defend  Australia  without  in- 
creasing our  population,  and  we  cannot  in- 
crease our  population  withcHit  dealing  with 
the  land  question. 

Senator  Walker.  —  What  about  the 
Northern  Territorv  ?  . 

Senator  PEARCE.— We  hav3  not  taken 
over  the  Northern  Territory  yet,  but  if  we 
had  done  so,  I  should  still  say  that  we  must 
settle  the  empty  spaces  in  the  south  as  welt 
as  in  the  north.  We  shall  be  neglecting  our 
duty  as  the  National  Parliament  intrusted 
with  the  defence  of  the  country  if  we  do 
not  open  up  the  areas  of  the  Western  Dis- 
trict of  Victoria  and  the  Tweed  District  in 
New  South  Wales  that  are  now  lying  prac- 
tically unused,  or  used  only  for  the  breed- 
ing of  sheci>,  and  see  that  they  are  put  to 
the  uses  to  which  they  might  be  put. 
Though  many  efforts  at  closer  sctElemeiit 
have  failed,  where  estates  have  been  thrown 
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open  on  anything  like  decent  terms  the  im- 
proved results,  as  oHnpared  with  those  ob- 
tained under  the  system  of  land  monopoly, 
are  most  marked.  The  Sur^'eyor-General 
of  South  Australia,  in  his  report  for  1908, 
states — 

Land  repurchased  for  closer  setttement  since 
the  pissing  of  the  Act  in  1893  to  1908  amounted 
to  251^476  acres.  The  land  was  allotted  to  921 
persons.  Average  holding — trifle  over  273  acres. 
Formerly  kept  only  few  persons  and  an  aver- 
age of  about  one  sheep  to  the  acre.  There  is 
now  a  population  of  3,058  (includiag  children), 
also  58,996  sheep,  3,560  cattle,  and  3,406  horses ; 
36^38  acres  were  reaped  last  year,  with  a  re- 
,  turn  of  467,751  bushels  of  wheat. 

That  indicates  that  this  land,  which  was 
previously  used  only  for  sheep,  is  suitable 
for  closer  settlement.  I  know  of  estates  on 
which  <Hily  one  or  two  people  were  em- 
ployed, and  on  which  after  they  were  cut 
up  hundreds  were  employed,  and  the 
land  carried  more  sheep  than  it  did  when 
the  estates  w^  used  as  sheep  runs.  What 
has  been  accomplished  th«e  at  very  great 
cost  to  the  State  might  be  accomplished  a 
hundredfold  by  the  imposition  of  a  pro- 
giessive  land  tax,  which  would  cause  the 
holders  of  large  estates  to  put  them  to  pro- 
fitable use,  or  to  cut  them  up  and  distri- 
bute them  to  small  holders.  They  could 
cut  them  up,  as  did  the  Black  Brothers  at 
Terang,  and  let  them  to  tenant  farmers,  or 
sell  the  lots  to  small  farmers.  This  would 
lead  to  vastly  increased  production,  and 
more  traffic  for  the  railways,  and  people 
coming  here  would  know  that  there  was 
land  on  which  they  might  settle.  It  is  a 
very  poor  immigration  advertisement  to  the 
people  of  Great  Britain  to  say  that  in  Vic- 
toria there  was  an  increase  of  106,000 
halAesi  but,  at  the  same  time,  the  State 
could  not  retain  its  adult  population,  and 
lost  54,000  more  than  it  gained.  I  know^ 
what  the  present  Government  say  in  this 
connexion.  They  say  that  we  should 
leave  the  land  question  for  the  States  to 
deal  with:  "  We  shall  get  the  people  here. 
It  is  the  duty  of  the  States  to  settle  them 
upon  the  land."  I  point  out  that  in  almost 
every  State  of  the  CommcKiwealth,  legisla- 
tion to  deal  witli  this  question  would  have 
to  pass  in  each  State  Parliament  a  House 
that  represents  the  big  property-hc^d^s. 
Such  legislation  must  go  through  the  House 
of  landlords,  the  very  men  who  hold  the 
big  estates.  We  find  that  that  is  the  case 
if  we  look  at  the  Western  District  of  Vic- 
toria. To  go  over  the  list  of  large  land- 
owners in  that  district  is  like  reading  the 
roll  of  the  Victorian  Legislative  Council. 


Senator  Trenwith. — Years  ago,  the 
President  of  the  Victorian  Legislative 
Council  said,  "  Do  you  think  we  are  going 
to  tax  ourselves." 

Senator  PEARCE.— That  is  the  view 
that  they  take,  and  it  would  not  be  human 
nature  to  expect  men  to  pass  legislation  to. 
immolate  themselves.  Do  honorable  sena- 
tors believe  that  the  landlords  in  the  Legis- 
lative Council  of  Tasmania  are  going  to 
pass  legislation  to  break  up  the  land 
monopoly  in  that  State?  It  is  impossible 
to  think  it.  In  any  case,  the  States  Par- 
liaments have  had  this  problem  on  their 
hands  fifty  years  before  the  establishment 
of  the  Federation,  and  for  eie^t  years  since 
its  estiU>lishment.  During  tnat  time,  Mr. 
Deakin  has  been  writing  letters  to  the 
States  Premieirs,  telling  them  that  the  Com- 
monwealth Goveriunent  was  prepared  to 
undertake  an  inunigration  policy,  and  the 
Premiers  of  only  two  of  the  States,  West- 
ern Australia  and  Queensland,  deigned  to 
make  any  leply.  So  we  have  absolute 
proof  that,  so  far  as  the  States  Parlia- 
ments are  concerned,  they  are  not  likely  to 
do  more  in  the  futuire  than  they  have  done 
in  the  past  to  deal  with  the  land  questuMi. 
Mr.  Murray,  the  Premier  of  Victoria,  is 
proposing  to  introduce  a  land  tax ;  but  the 
most  sanguine  man  here  does  not  think  that 
the  Victorian  Legislature  will  pass  a  land 
tax. 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — They  did 
on  one  occasion. 

Senator  PEARCE.— I  am  obliged  to  the 
honorable  senator  for  the  interjection;  be- 
cause it  enables  me  to  remind  him  that  the 
measure,  as  it  originally  passed  the  Legis- 
lative Assembly,  provided  for  a  decent 
land  tax,  but  it  was  mutilated  in  the  Legis- 
lative Council.  Senators  Best  and  Trenwith, 
and  other  honorable  senators  here,  know 
that  Sir  George  Turner  went  to  the  country 
on  this  question,  and  returned  with  an 
overwhelmmg  majority.  The  Bill  to  im- 
pose the  tax  was  passed  by  the  Legislative 
Assembly,  and  was  afterwards  mutilated 
by  the  Legislative  Council. 

Senator  Mulcahy. — Sir  Thomas  Bent 
was  agreeable  to  introduce  a  land  tax;  but 
the  Labour  Party  were  prepared  to  knock 
him  out  on  it. 

Senator  PEARCE.— I  am  afraid  the 
honorable  senator  is  romancing.  The 
Labour  Party  will  support  a  land, tax  if  the 
Go%ernment  supported  ^bjOfi^lSMiorable 
senator  will  bring  it  in.  ^ 
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Senator  Mulcahy. — I  know  what  the 
members  of  the  Labour  Party  sav  thev  will 
do. 

Senator  PEARCE. — I  \-enture,  without 
holding  any  cauctis,  to  say  that  if  the  pze- 
sent  Federal  Government  will  give  us  a 
pledge  that  they  will  introdvce  a  progres- 
sive land  tax,  we  shall  keep  them  in  office 
for  the  purpose,  and  I  voiture  also  to  say 
that  in  that  event,  they  would  not  get  tlw 
support  of  Senator  Kiulcahy. 

Senator  Xeedham. — No;  the  honoiable 
senat'or  would  "  rat." 

Senator  Mulcahy.  —  The  hcxxnable 
senator  should  not  promise  anything  on  tny 
account. 

Senator  PEARCE. — I  should  not  like 
to  say  too  much  as  to  what  Senator  Mul- 
cahy would  do;  but  I  am  on  pretty  safe 
ground  in  promising  th^  Government  that 
they  would  not  get  the  honorable  senator's 
support  if  they  brought  forward  a  progres- 
sive land  tax.  I  ccMne  now  to  the  part  of 
the  Ministerial  statement  dealing  with  de- 
fence.   It  is  said — 

Another  group  o  f  proposals  will  be  sub- 
mitted in  connexion  with  the  varied  issues  asso- 
ciated with  national  defence. 

The  cable  messages  exchanged  with  the  Bri- 
tish Government  concerning  Australia's  offer  to 
share  in  the  respon«bility  of  defending  the 
Kmpire  has  been  placed  before  you. 

That  message  to  the  British  Government  is 
one  of  the  most  singular  communications 
that  was  ever  sent  by  any  Government,  and 
the  reply  to  it  is  appropriately  singular.  I 
have  the  message  here — ■ 

Copy    of    Governor-General    cable^am  to 
Secretary  of  State. 

Melbourne,  4th  June. 

His  Majesty's  Ministers  for  Australia  take 
rarliest  opportunity  after  assuming  office  to  in- 
form Prime  Minister,  as  President  of  the  Im- 
perial Conference,  that  they  will  shortly  sub- 
mit to  Parliament  their  proposal  for  defence 
of  Commonwealth  and  its  coasts.  They  now 
beg  to  offer  to  the  Empire  an  Australian 
Dreadnought f  or  such  addition  to  its  naval 
strength  as  may  be  determined  after  consulta- 
tion at  Naval  and  Military  Confeience  in  Lon- 
don, at  which  they  will  be  represented.  This 
offer  will  be  communicated  to  Parliament  im- 
mediately it  reassembles. 

This  was  the  reply — - 

Copy  of  cablegram  from  Secretary  of  State 
to  the  Colonies  to  the  Governor-General. 

London,  7th  June. 

ConBdential. — Please  convey  to  your  Ministry 
the  warm  and  very  cordial  thanks  of  His 
Majesty's  Government  for  offer  contemplated 
in  your  telegram  of  4th  June.  They  welcome 
the  opportunity  of  consultation  afToriled  by  the 
Forthcoming  Cosfeience  on  the  Defence  of  the 
Empire. 


Practically,  what  that  reply  meant  wu, 
"The  Imperial  Government  thank  you  for 
your  offer,  and  welcome  the  (^pcrtunit^*  of 
meeting  your  representative  in  Conference." 
Seeing  that  the  present  Government  had  had 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  arranging  the 
Conference,  the  reply  was  really  equivalent 
to,  "Thank  you  for  nothing." 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — Did  the  last 
Government  have  anything  to  do  with  ar- 
ranging the  Conference? 

Senator  PEARCE.— Yes;  they  had. 

Senator  Sir  Robert   Best. — ^That  is 
news,  indeed. 

Senator  PEARCE.  —  My  honorable  ' 
friend  has  been  so  concerned  about  the 
"  fusion  "  that  he  has  neglected  to  read  his 
parliamentary  papers.  I  quote  from  a 
parliamentary  paper,  presented  by  com- 
mand, and  ordered  to  be  printed  on  the 
28th  May,  1909 — 

Copy  of  telegram  from  the  Prime  Minister 
to  His  Excellencv  the  GovemoT-Gencral  at 
Coisc,  dated  Melbourne,  zand  March,  1909. 

Re  our  conversations  on  subject  naval  crisis, 
I  desire  to  formally  convey  to  Your  Excellency 
that  the  attitude  ot  the  present  Government  is 
that,  whilst  its  policy  is  to  provide  for  its  own 
defence,  still,  in  the  event  of  any  emergeacy, 
the  resources  of  the  Commonwealth  wouM  6e 
cheerfully  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Mother 
Country.— Andrew  Fishes. 

Following  that  is  this  message,  forwarded 
to  His  Excellency  on  the  Z9th  April — 

Confidential. — Government  of  Commonwealth 
suggests  to  His  Majesty's  Govemmoit  desir- 
ableness of  convening  a  Conference  of  the  re- 
presentatives of  self-governing  Dominions  at  the 
earliest  possible  suitable  date  to  consider  defi- 
nite lines  of  co-operation  for  the  Naval  De- 
fence of  the  Empire. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  cablegram 
dated  London,  30th  April  last,  from  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  to  His 
Excellency  the  Governor -General,  and  re- 
ceived on  the  ist  May  last— 

The  Prime  Minister  of  the  United  Kingdom, 
as  President  of  the  Imperial  Conference,  has 
desired  me  to  ask  yoii  to  convey  the  following 
message  to  the  Prime  Minister  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Australia  

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — Does  the 
honorable  senator  say  that  that  communi- 
cation was  a  reply  to  one  which  had  been 
despatched  bv  the  Fisher  Government  ? 

Senator  PEARCE.— -Na  Bat  I  do  say 
that  before  the  late  Government  were  awaie 
that  Canada  had  suggested  the  holding  of 
an  Imperial  Defence  Conference  we  had 
made  a  similar  suggestion. 

Senator  Millen. — Does  not  the  honcff- 
able  senator  read  the  newspaMn^Qlp 

Senator  PEARCE.— Yes.  o 
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Senator  Millen. — Then  I  may  tell  him 
that  on  I  St  April  last  a  cable  was  pub- 
lished in  the  newspapers  announcing  that 
Canada  had  suggested  the  bidding  of  a  Con- 
ference on  defence  matters. 

Senator  PEARCE. — That  cannot  be  so, 
seeing  that  the  Canadian  Government  did 
not  arrive  at  a  decision  on  the  matter  until 
joth  April. 

Senator  Sir  Robest  Best. — Did  net  the 
Imperial  Government  arrange  for  the  hold- 
ing of  the  Ccmference,  and  did  they  not 
cable  to  the  Fisha-  Government  in  refer- 
ence, to  the  matter,  before  the  suggestion  of 
that  Goverrmient  was  received  bv  them? 

Senator  PEARCE.— No.  The  authorities 
of  the  United  Kingdom  had  apparently 
made  up  their  minds  to  con\%ne  a  Confer- 
ence on  defence  matters  at  the  request  of 
Canada  before  they  were  in  receipt  of  our 
suggestion. 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — That  is  all 
that  I  said.  The  Fisher  Government  had 
nMhing  t»  do  with  the  convening  of  that 
Ccmference. 

Senator  PEARCE. — The  following  is  a 
copy  of  the  caUe  received  by  the  late  Go- 
vernment— 

The  Prime  Minister  of  the  United  Kingdom, 
as  President  0/  the  Imperial  Conference,  h.is 
desired  me  to  ask  you  to  convey  the  following 
message  to  the  Prime  Minister  of  Australia  : — 

Then  follows  a  reference  to  the  resolution 
adopted  by  the  Canadian  House  of  Com- 
mons on  29th  March  last.  This  cable  was 
received  bv  the  late  Government  only  two 
days  after  our  communication  suggesting 
the  holding  of  a  ConTerence  on  defence  mat- 
ters had  been  despatched.  The  probability 
is  that  the  two  messages  were  crossing  the 
ocean  at  the  same  time.  It  will  be  seen, 
therefore,  that  we  took  action  in  the  matter 
n(  requesting  the  Imperial  Government  to 
convene  a  Conference  without  any  know- 
ledge that  the  Canadian  Government  had 
done  the  same  thing.  The  reply  which  the 
present  Ministry  received  from  the  British 
Government  thanked  them  for  their  offer 
of  a  Dreadnought,  but  did  not  accept  that 
offer.  It  merely  expressed  pleasure  at  the 
opportunity  which  its  members  would  be 
afforded  of  meeting  our  delegate  at  the 
forthcoming  Imperial  Defence  Conference. 

Senator  Walkek. — The  Imperial  Go- 
vernment have  not  declined  the  MTer. 

Senator  PEARCE.— Senator  Neild 
stated  this  aftemocxi  that  the  press  of  Aus- 
tralia, were  unanimous  in  supporting  the 
proposal  of  the  present  Government.  Now, 
the  L^xnir  Party  makes  no  boast  of  repre- 
ienting  on  the  floor  of  this  Parliament  the 


press  of  Australia.  But  its  members  do 
claim  that  they  represent  the  people  of  their 
<:ot]stituencies,  and  I  voiture  to  say  that  if 
the  trial  of  strength  wh:ch  we  sought  a  few 
weeks  ago  had  been  granted,  srane  honor- 
able mem^rs  opposite  would  have  found 
that,  although  the  press  of  Australia  was  be- 
hind them  upon  tlie  Dreadnought  issbe,  the 
people  were  not. 

Senator  McColl. — The  honorable  sena- 
tor is  quite  mistaken. 

Senator  PEARCE. — I  have  recently 
travelled  over  this  State  more  than  the  hon- 
orable senator  has  done,  and  I  venture  to 
say  that  he  dare  not  publicly  advxxate  upon 
any  platform  the  presentation  of  a  Dread- 
nought to  Great  Britain. 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — I  addressed 
one  of  the  largest  and  most  unanimous 
meetings  at  the  Melbourne  Town  Hall  upon 
the  subject. 

The  PRESIDENT.— Order.  I  must 
ask  honorable  senators  not  to  interject  so 
freqtientlv.  Convwsations  across  the  cham- 
ber are  quite  irregular. 

Senator  PEARCE. — Further,  the  state- 
ment of  Senator  Neild  that  the  press  of 
Australia  was  unanimously  behind  the  Go- 
vernment in  its  proposal  to  present  a  Dread - 
nought  to  the  Mother  Country  is  not  cor- 
rect South  Australia  is  one  of  the  most 
important  States  of  the  group,  and  there  is 
not  a  single  newspaper  in  that  State  which 
has  applauded  the  idea.  What  does  the 
South  Australian  Repster  of  8th  June  say 
concerning  it  ?    It  savs — 

The  new  (.'ummon  wealth  Government  lias 
begun  its  administration  with  a  foolish  a<iion 
which  is  also  a  tiictical  mistake.  The  ofTcr  to 
the  Imi>erial  (iovernmcnt  of  a  Dreadnought  or 
its  equivalent,  subject  to  a  definite  explan.ition 
of  what  that  eauivaleni  may  be,  is  liule  k"!» 
than  an  ill-timed  absurdity. 

....  Yet  now — althougb  the  last  excuse  for  ur- 
gency was  removed  when  the  Imperial  (lovern- 
incnt  accepted  the  New  Zealand  offer  of  a  Dread- 
nougbl  in  a  reluctant  manner,  and  ^aid  th.it 
there  w;is  no  need  whatever  to  hurry  over  i( — 
the  Commonwealth  Ministry  has  reversed  the 
wise  policy  of  the  Fisher  Government  in  this  re- 
spect There  is  no  question  that  if  a 

Dreadnought  offer  were  made  a  test  question  -it 
a  general  election  the  panic  screamers  would  be 
in  a  hopeless  minority  :  and  as  such  an  election 
is  50  near  at  hand,  the  Deakin-Cook  Cabinet 
.tre  playing  straight  into  the  hands  of  the 
Socialists. 

In  view  of  the  statements  which  1  have- 
just  read,  I  would  suggest  to  the  Govern- 
ment the  advisableness  of  sending  Senatoi 
St.  Ledger  post  haste  to  Adelaide  for  tht- 
purpose  of  cwiverting  the  editor  of  tht- 
Register.     A  Socialis^^^^l^onorabh- 
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senator's  pet  aversion,  and  that  circum- 
stance aione  would  be  sufiicient  to  stimu- 
late him  in  his  efforts.  I  venture  to  say 
that  the  attitude  which  the  late  Government 
took  up  in  regard  to  the  Dreadnought  pro- 
posal gained  it  thousands  of  adherents, 
and  at  the  first  electi<»i  some  honorabfe 
senatws  opposite  will  find  this  out  to  their 
cost. 

Senator   Walker. — Does  the  honorable 
senator  call  himself  a  Socialist? 

Senator  PEARCE. — I  have  always  pro- 
claimed  myself  as  a  State  Sorialist,  and  I 
glory  in  the  fact  as  a  sane  man.  It -has 
been  said  by  no  less  an  authority  than 
Senator  NeiUl  that  the  late  Government  did 
not  understand  the  technical  side  of  this 
question.  He  spoke  in  a  cMitemptuous 
fashion  of  the  "cockle  boats"  that  we  had 
ordered.  In  this  connexion  it  is  interesting 
to  recall  that  when  these  torpedo  destroyers 
were  first  ordered  tjome  of  our  friends 
opposite  fell  into  a  most  ludicrous  mistake. 
The  destroyers  are  of  what  is  known  as  the 
River  class,  and  consequently  the  spectacle 
was  witnessed  of  the  present  Minister  of 
Defence,  in  attempting  to  ridicule  the  idea, 
inquiring,  "What  are  they  going  to  do  with 
these  River  destroj-ers?  Are  they  going  to 
put  them  on  the  Yarra  or  on  the  Murrum- 
bidgee?"  He  evidently  thought  that  they 
were  for  use  only  upon  rivers. 

Senator  Millen. — How  long  is  it  ance 
the  honorable  senator  knew  what  was  meant 
bv  a  River  destrover? 
'  Senator  PEARCE.— If  I  had  not  known 
I  would  at  least  have  taken  the  trouble 
to  find  out  before  I  ventured  to  talk  upon 
the  subject  fron  a  public  platf(»in.  Mr. 
Joseph  Cook  ought  to  have  consulted  a 
dictionary  before  ridiculing  the  acticHi  of 
the  late  Government. 

Senator    Keating.  —  The  unfortunate 
-thing  was  that  many  of  our  leading  news- 
papers took  the  same  view. 

Senator  PEARCE. —I  am  ghd  of  that 
admission,  because  those  newspapers  and 
critics,  whilst  telling  us  that  we  did  not 
know  anything  about  the  matter,  pro- 
claimed that  they  did  not  even  know  what 
a  River  destroyer  was.  Had  they  taken 
the  trouble  to  consult  Brassey's  Annual, 
they  would  have  found  out. 

Senator  Millen. — Upon  whose  advice 
was  this  particular  class  of  boat  ordered? 

Senator  PEARCE.— Upon  advice  which 
had  been  procured  by  the  previous  Deakin 
Government,  and  which  was  at  our  disposal 
in  the  Defence  Departm«it.  Acting  upon 
that  advice,  the  last  Deakin  Administration 


was  prepared  to  commit  Parliament  to  an 
expenditure  quite  as  large  as  that  whidi) 
we  proposed.  But  I  am  in  a  positi<Ri  to 
quote  even  stronger  authorities  in  suppCHt 
of  our  action.  The  British  Admiralty 
authorities,  the  Admiral  on  the  Australian 
station,  Sir  Richard  Poore,  and  the 
Governor  of  South  Australia,  Rear- 
Admiral  Bosanquet,  have  all  declared  that 
one  of  the  most  valuable  forms  of  defence 
which  Australia  can  offer  the  Mother 
Country  is  the  maintenance  of  a  well- 
equipped  flotilla  of  tcvpedo  boat  destroyers 
and  submarines  whidi  will  be  in  a«pou- 
tion  to  co-operate  with  the  battleships  of 
the  Empire  if  the  latter  should  ever  be 
called  to  these  seas. 

Senator  Millen. — Vessels  of  the  type 
which  have  been  ordered? 

Senator  PEARCE.— Yes.  I  may  add 
that  there  are  more  torpedo  boat  destroyers 
of  the  River  class  than  of  any  other  class 
in  the  British  Navy.  I  notice,  from  cabl» 
which  have  recaitly  appeared  ii*  the  news- 
papers, that  only  a  few  davs  ago  the  dele- 
gates to  the  Imperial  Press  Oxiference 
visited  the  yards  in  which  boats  olt  this  type 
are  being  built,  and  expressed  great  satis- 
faction with  them. 

Senator  Savers. — They  could  not  tell 
what  they  were  like  merely  by  seeing  their 
hulls. 

Senator  PEARCE.— There  is  no  navy 
in  the  world  engaged  in  building  opera- 
tions which  is  not  constructing  tOTpedo 
bo?.t  destroyers  of  the  River  type.  The 
British  naval  authorities  are  building  more 
vessels  of  -that  class  than  of  any  other.  The 
advice  tendered  to  the  late  Government  was 
that  with  the  money  at  our  disposal  this 
class  of  ship  constituted  our  most  effective 
form  of  defence.  Whilst  the  speed  of 
destroyers  of  the  River  class  is  not  so  great 
as  that  of  ressels  of  the  Tartar  class,  in 
Australian  waters,  which  are  scxnewhat 
rougher  than  are  the  seas  in '  other  parts 
of  the  world,  the  former  will  be  superior 
to  any  other  type  of  torpedo  boat  afloat. 
In  rough  seas  vessels  of  the  River  class 
can  steam  faster  than  can  boate  of  the 
Tartar  class,  which  have  a  reputed  speed 
of  38  knots  per  hour. 

Senator  Savers. — Surely  the  honorable 
senator  does  not  compare  the  seas  round  the 
British  coast  with  our  seas? 

Senator  PEARCE.— I  do. 

Senator  Savers. — ^Then  the  honorable 
senator  knows  very  little  about  the  matter. 

Senator  PEARCE.— Ev«jr  experti  have 
spoken  to  on  the  »^t^y^t^^gk  the 
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Great  Australian  Bight  is  absoluteiy  the 
roughest  sea  in  the  world. 

^nator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — The  other 
day  a  ship  like  the  Macedonia  had  to  lay 
to  f<x  seven  hours. 

Senator  PEARCE.— The  honorable  and 
learned  senates,  who  has  just  made  a  trip 
from  the  Old  Country,  confirms  my  state- 
ment. If  any  one  can  find  a  rougher  sea 
than  the  Australian  Bight  he  will  have 
done  a  little  travelling. 

Senator  Savers. — ^That  washes  only  a 
very  small  portion  of  Australia. 

Senator  PEARCE.— It  is  a  four  days' 
trip  to  cross  the  Bight.  I  refer  Senator 
D(i)Son  to  the  statement  of  a  man  for 
whcMn  he  has  expressed  the  highest  admira- 
tion— Lord  Milner.  Commenting  on  a 
speech  delivered  by  Lord  Milner,  an  Eng- 
lish newspaper  made  this  statement  in  a 
leading  article  on  the  20th  April  last — 

Tbe  only  practicable  method,  and,  moreover, 
the  best  method  is,  Lord  Milnei  maintains,  for 
t!ie  Dominions  to  build  up  naval  and  military 
foices  of  their  own.  Though  this  policy  may 
appear  to  involve  waste  in  tbe  multiplication 
of  separate  establishraents,  it  will — aisuming 
common  principles  of  organiiatioa — produce  the 
maximum  of  collective  strength  in  the  end. 
The  recent  announcement  of  the  progress  made 
in  the  development  of  the  naval  scheme  of  the 
Commonwealth  Government,  and  of  the  impend- 
ing visit  of  Canadian  Ministers  in  order  to 
<yjnsult  with  the  Admiralty,  justify  a  hope  that 
Imperial  Naval  co-operation  on  these  lines  will 
no  longer  be  thwarted  by  the  reluctance  of 
the  Admiralty  to  have  Britidi  Navies  growing 
lip  outside  its  own  control  in  time  of  peace. 
From  the  telegram  published  this  morning  their 
.-appears  to  be  some  prospect  of  Australia  tak- 
ing part  in  the  proposed  consultation,  in  which 
case  matters  should  be  well  advanced  before 
the  next  session  of  the  Imperial  Conference 
vrhich  falls  due  in  191 1. 

That  is  from  an  article  dealing  specifically 
ivith  the  idea  of  a  local  navy  versus  the  idea 
of  a  contribution  to  the  Imperial  Navy. 

Senator  Vardon. — Will  these  small  boats 
be  anv  good  without  larger  vessels? 

Senator  PEARCE.— Yes.  Certainly  it 
would  be  better  if  we  could  have  a  navy 
Avhich  included  every  class  of  ship,  but  for 
a  commencement,  torpedo  destroyers  are  the 
most  valuable  ships  that  we  could  have. 

Senator  Dobson. — The  only  point  is, 
"U'ill  they  help  Great  Britain  to  maintain 
the  supremacy  of  the  seas  ? 

Senator  PEARCE. — I  maintain  that 
they  will. 

Senator  Dobson. — ^And  I  contend  that 
thev  will  not. 

Senator  PEARCE.— I  remind  the  honor- 
able senator  that  the  supronacy  of  tbe  seas 
fioay  be  decided  either  in  the  North  Sea  or 


in  the  Pacific  Ocean.  At  any  rate,  wherever 
it  had  to  be  decided,  Great  Britain,  as  be- 
ing responsible  for  the  naval  defence  of  the 
Empire,  could  not,  and  would  not,  leave 
Australia  unprotected.  If  we  can  relieve 
tbe  Old  Country  of  the  necessity  and  the 
anxiety  of  the  naval  defence  of  our  shores, 
and  enable  her  to  concentrate  the  whole  of 
her  efforts  wherever  they  may  be  wanted, 
then  we  shall  be  doing  the  duty  which  is 
nearest  to  us,  and  rendering  the  most  ef- 
fective co-operation  we  can  in  Imperial  de- 
fence. 

Senator  Dobson. — No;  we  might  do  our 
duty  in  a  better  manner. 

Senator  PEARCE. — I  remind  the  hon- 
orable senator  that  the  present  Government 
said  that  they  would  give  an  Australian 
Dreadnought  to  the  Old  Country.  Now 
they  could  not  build  a  Dreadnought  here, 
or  man  her  with  Australians,  because  we 
have  no  seamen  with  the  necessary  training. 

Senat(»r  Dobson. — We  soon  will  be  able 
to  man  a  Dreadnought. 

Senator  PEARCE.— We  never  will,  un- 
less we  have  boats  in  which  to  train  the 
men.  Our  Australian  seamen  have  passed 
practically  into  the  British  Navy  out  of 
our  control.  The  only  seamen  we  have  are 
800  men  in  the  permanent  force,  who  have 
been  trained  in  obsolete  boats  like  the  Pro- 
tector and  the  Cerberus,  and  have  never 
fired  a  gun  less  than  twenty  years  old.  It 
would  simply  be  madness  to  talk  about 
manning  a  Dreadnought  with  men  who  had 
received  that  sort  of  training.  So  the  Go- 
vernment propose  to  go  to  the  Moth«- 
Country  to  borrow  the  money  to  build  the 
ship,  and  to  man  it  afterwards  with 
Britishers,  and  then  they  call  that  an 
Australian  Dreadnought. 

Senator  Dobson. — Certainly  not;  we 
would  man  the  boat  with  Australians  very 
soon. 

Senator  PEARCE.— If  the  honorable 
senator  addresses  an  inquiry  to  any  naval 
officer  on  the  Sydney  station,  he  will  learn 
that  the  naval  authorities  would  not  trust 
any  man  with  tbe  12-inch  guns  until  he  had 
been  trained. 

Senator  Dobson. — Certainly. 

Senator  PEARCE— There  is  not  a  12- 
inch  gun  on  the  Australian  station. 

Senator  Dobson. — The  men  would  have 
to  be  trained 

Senator  PEARCE.— But  we  have  no 
means  to  train  them 

Senator  Dobson. — Two  years  to  build  a 
Dreadnought,  and  two  years  to  lUain  the 
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Senator  PEARCE.— Does  the  honorable 
senator  know  that  a  seaman  has  to  go 
through  a  six  years'  course? 

Senator  Millen. — He  is  qualified  before 
he  has  done  that.  - 

Senator  Dobson. — Not  for  the  higher 
classes 

Senator  PEARCE. — Some  men  went 
into  the  squadrcm  at  Sydney  After  they 
had  been  in  England  for  two  years,  going 
through  a  gunnery  course,  a  request  came 
from  the  Admiral  that  they  should  be  al- 
lowed to  remain  two  years  longer  in  order 
to  go  through  a  higher  course  of  gunnery. 
Before  going  to  England,  they  had  done 
two  years  on  the  Australian  station ;  next 
they  did  two  years  in  a  gunnery  school  in 
England,  and  then,  in  order  to  perfect 
themselves  in  the  higher  classes,  they  had 
to  go  through  another  course  of  two  years. 
Therefore  it  takes  six  years  to  turn  out  men 
fit  to  man  the  guns  on  a  Dreadnought. 

Senator  Gray. — Does  the  honorable  sena- 
tor agree  with  Admiral  Poore,  that  the  Aus- 
tralian ships  should  be  entirely  under  the 
supervision  of  the  British  Admiral  ? 

Senator  PEARCE.— I  agree  with  the 
statement  of  Admiral  Poore,  that  the  best 
service  we  can  render  to  the  Empire  is  to 
start  a  flotilla  of  destro)'ers,  and  to  train 
our  men  to  man  them.  Admiral  Bosan- 
quet  made  a  similar  statement  m  South 
Australia.  Admiral  Beresford  said  we 
could  render  a  better  service  to  the  Bri- 
tish Empire  than,  by  presenting  a  Dread- 
npughU  and  that  was  by  cultivating  in 
our  own  people  a  spirit  for  naval  defence, 
and  having  a  local  navy. 

Senator  Dobson. — Cannot  we  do  both? 

Senator  PEARCE.— We  sliould  do  both 
if  we  can,  but  we  have  not  yet  done  the 
one  whkh  lies  nearest  to  us.  We  have 
not  yet  cunm^iced  to  form  a  navy.  The 
provision  of  three  torpedo  destroyers  is  an 
insignificant  start.  They  are  so  insigni- 
ficant that  they  excited  the  ridicule  of 
those  who  are  now  talking  Imperial  de- 
fence. Mr.  Joseph  Cook,  Mr.  Kelly,  and 
Mr.  G.  H.  Reid  exhausted  their  vocabu- 
lary in  ridiculing  the  idea  of  the  Labour 
Go\ernn}ent  ordering  the  construction  of 
those  boats,  but  to-day  they  are  posing  as 
those  who  are  in  favour  of  an  Australian 
defence  scheme,  and  are  prepared  to  do 
their  duty  to  the  Eminre.  They  de- 
nounced ^he  Fisher  Government  because 
they  had  dared  to  spend  ■£2$o,ooo  in 
wdering  the  &rst  three  boats  for  an  Aus- 
tralian Navy. 


Senator  Dobson. — Because  you  broke  a 
pledge  given  to  Parliament. 

Senator  PEARCE.  —  We  broke  no 
pledge.  The  only  persons  who  made  a 
pledge  were  the  members  of  the  Deakin 
Government.  We  took  the  responsibility 
of  spending  the  money,  and  we  are,  and 
were,  prepared  to  answer  to  Parliament 
for  what  we  did. 

Senator  Dobson. — Mr.  Fisher  and  Mr. 
Hughes  joined  in  the  pledge. 

Senator  PEARCE.— Did  our  honorable 
friends  bring  forward  any  motion  of  cen- 
sure? They  knew  that  they  dare  not  do 
so. 

Senator  Dobson, — We  got  rid  of  you, 
at  any  rate. 

Senator  PEARCE.— Thev  knew  th.it 
the  people  were  b^ind  us  in  our  action. 
Those  who  condemned  us  had  not  the 
courage  to  criticise  or  censure  us  in  P.ir- 
liament.  Not  only  did  we  ccnnmand  the 
support  of  British  and  Imperial  statesmen 
and  Admiralty  authorities,  but  we  find  the 
great  Dfxninion  of  Canada  taking  pre- 
cisely the  same  attitude  as  we  took.  Tliev 
refused  to  give  a  Dreadnought  to  the  Old 
Country.  They  said  that  it  was  not  the 
best  service  which  they  could  render  to  the 
Empire. 

Senator  St.  Ledger. — The  circum- 
stances of  Canada  and  Australia  are  en- 
tirely different. 

Senator  PEARCE.— Certainly  they  are, 
but  Canada  is  just  as  much  interested  in 
safeguarding  the  Empire  as  we  are.  I 
do  not  take  second  place  to  any  honor- 
able senator  in  recognising  this  essential 
fact  that  we  cannot  bring  our  policy  into 
effect  without  the  protection  of  the  Bri- 
tish flag.  Nor  can  our  White  Australia 
legislation  be  carried  out  except  it  has 
behind  it  the  might  of  Great  Britain.  I 
recognise  that  any  service  we  mav  render 
will  safeguard  the  Empire,  but  I  differ 
entirely  with  those  who  say  that  we  can 
render  that  service  best  by  presenting  a 
Dreadnought  built  with  borrowed  monev 
to  a  country  which  has  not  \et  commencetl 
to  borrow  money  for  ^providing  its  own 
Dreadnought,  while  we  leave  the  dutv  at 
our  hands  undone.  From  the  Globe,  of 
the  17th  April  last,  I  propose  to  quote  a 
passage  from  a  leading  article  on  this 
very  question — 

But  a  mere  monetary  contribution  caonot  be 
enough  to  satisfy  the  aspirations  of  countries 
rapidly  becoming  conscious  of  themselves  and 
eager  to  confront  their  destinjes.  They  wilt 
claim,  and  rightly  c^^^j^|.^Q,^,^j^  part. 
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The  Englisbman  who  looks  across  Portsmouth 
Harbor  sees  a  very  embodiment  of  hU  country 
■a  the  old  Victory  and  the  great  black  battle- 
ships that  lie  near  her.  Some  similar  feeling  will 
one  day  claim  expression  in  Canada,  Australia, 
South  Africa,  and  New  Zealand,  and,  indeed, 
even  now  the  Dominions  show  an  uYtmistakable 
tiestre  to  look  on  their  own  »hips  in  their  own 
[lorts  manned  by  their  own  men.  Australia  in 
j>articalar  has  long  since  entered  into  negotia- 
tions with  the  Admiralty  as  to  the  means  of 
^crjuiring  a  fleet  of  her  own,  and  Sir  Wilfrid 
Laurier  has  announced  that  the  Canadian  Min- 
isiters  of  War  and  Marine  will  come  to  Lon- 
don to  confer  with  the  Imperial  authorities 
at  no  distant  date. 

Senator  Dobson. — What  does  the  honor- 
able senator  mean  by  the  words  "fleet" 
and  "navj-"  ?  Does  he  mean  siroply  tor- 
pedo destro)-ers  and  torpedo  boats  or  sea- 
going vessels? 

Senator  PEARCE. — I  mean  that  we 
should  start  at  the  bottom  of  the  ladder. 
If  we  can  build  cruisers,  we  will;  if  we 
can  build  battl^ips,  we  will ;  but,  at  any 
r.^te,  let  us  do  something  effective. 

Senator  Dobson. — Does  the  honorable 
sen.itor  think  that  we  can  afford  to  have 
both  torpedo  destroyers  and  sea-going  ves- 
sels? 

Senator  PEARCE.— No. 

Senator  Dobson. — Then  we  are  com- 
mencing at  the  wrtmg  end. 

Senator  PEARCE. — ^A  sea-going  fleet  is 
not  so  necessary  as  are  torpedo  destroyers, 
because  we  are  not  separated  fron'  the 
Empire.  Our  first  duty  is  to  protect  our 
coastal  trade. 

.Senator  Dobson. — No;  to  uphold  the 
supremacy  of  the  seas  by  Great  Britain. 

Senator  PEARCE.— She  is  well  able  to 
do  that  without  our  assistance. 

Senator  Dobson. — I  doubt  if  she  will  be 
in  time  to  come. 

Senator  PEARCE. — I  propose  now  to 
quote  the  opinion  of  an  Australian 
authority  who  has  just  returned  from  Great 
Britain  and  who  takes  a  keen  interest  in 
naval  matters.  When  he  was  interviewed 
on  his  return  he  said — 

I  was  there  during  the  progress  of  the  scare, 
and  it  was  apparent  that  the  whole  business  was 
really  worked  up  for  party  purposes  by  Tory 
,  newspapers  and  the  Tory  Opposition. 

That  is  the  opiniwi  of  a  gentleman  who 
is  a  good  Imperialist  and,  I  believe,  a 
good  Australian.  He  looks  upon  the 
Dreadnought  scare  as  being  worked  up  by 
the  Tory  party  for  political  purposes. 

Senator  St.  Ledger. — ^Who  was  the 
person  interviewed? 

Senator  PEARCE.— Senator  Symon. 


Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — They 
tabled  a  want  of  ccmfidence  motion  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  to  try  and  make  pt^iti- 
cal  capital  out  of  it. 

Senator  PEARCE.— Yes;  the  honorable 
and  learned  senator  went  cm  to  say  that  the 
supremacy  of  the  Briti^  Fleet  to-day  is 
undoubted. 

Senator  McGr^or.  —  Oh  !  Senator 
Dobson  is  a  greater  authority. 

Senator  Dobson. — Put  Germany  and 
Austria  together,  and  five  years  hence 
Great  Britain  will  not  be  able  to  do  so 
much. 

Senator  PE.\RCE.~\Ve  have  the  state- 
ment of  British  Ministers  to  the  same  effect 
as  the  statement  made  by  Senator  Svmon. 
Let  us  look  at  what  our  present  attitude  is. 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — The  state- 
ment of  British  Ministexs  shows  the  peril 
of  Great  Britain  at  this  moment. 

Senator  PEARCE.— The  statement  of 
British  Ministers  goes  to  show  the  ability 
of  Great  Britain  to  cope  with  any  two 
fleets  in  the  world  at  this  time.  What  are 
we  doing  at  present  in  regard  to  naval  de- 
fence? There  is  a  Naval  Agreement  in 
force  under  which  we  ccHUpel  Great  Britain 
to  keep  certain  ships  on  the  Australian 
Station,  in  return  for  which  we  pay  a  sub- 
sidy of  j£2oo,oco  a  year.  The  party  that 
sits  on  this  side  of  the  Chamber  is  abso- 
lutely free  from  any  responsibility  for  that 
agreement.  We  voted  again^,its  latifica- 
titxi.  Now,  what  does  it  mean?  It  costs 
Great  Britain  every  year — I  have  seen  the 
returns  when  I  was  in  the  Defence  De- 
partment— ^;^6oo,ooo  to  keep  those  vessels 
on  our  shores.  Therefore,  under  that 
agreement,  we  are  costing  Great  Britain 
^400.000  net  per  annum,  and  we  are  keep- 
ing in  our  waters  a  i;umber  of  ships,  many 
of  them  obsolete,  and  which,  if  Sir  John 
Fisher  got  his  hand  upon  them,  would  be 
put  on  the  scrap-heap  straight  away.  We 
are  keeping  upon  those  ships  3,000  trained 
British  seamen.  Should  we  not  render 
better  service  to  Great  Britain  if  we  said  to 
her,  "  We  will  save  you  this,  expenditure 
of  ;£4oo»ooo  per  year,  and  will  release 
these  3,000  trained  British  seamen,  thus 
allowing  you  to  spend  that  money  and  to 
use  th<Ke  seamen  in  keeping  up  Dread- 
noughts, or  in  rendering  whatever  other  ser- 
vice you  please;  while  we  will  provide  on 
the  Australian  coast  a  navy  competent  to 
look  after  our  coastal  defence."  That  was 
our  proposition,  and  I  say  (hat  that  policy 
was  not  only  sounder,  but  represented  a 
better  Imperialistic  policy  th^  does  thf 
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proposal  of  the  present  Government.  ■  _  It 
is  a  far  more  practicable  policy,  and  it  is 
a  tangible  one.  The  policy  of  the  present 
Government  is  thoroughly  unsound.  There 
h  nothing  in  it. 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — The  late 
Government  obtained  the  whole  of  their 
policy  from  the  present  Prime  Minister. 

Senator  Findley. — Everything  from  the 
time  of  the  flood  originated  with  the  Prime 
Minister ! 

Senator  Sir  JIobert  Best. — ^There  is 
something  in  that  I 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon.  —  Mr. 
Deakin  said  two  years  ago,  or  thereabouts, 
that  he  wanted  thie  Admiralty  to  cancel  the 
Naval  Agreement,  although  now  he  offers  a 
Dreadnought  t 

Senjrtor  Six  Robert  Best. — I  do  not 
admit  that  it  is  the  case  that  he  wanted  to 
cancel  the  agreement.  It  was  the  subject 
of  negotiation. 

Senator  PEARCE.  —  Correspondence 
ensued,  in  which  the  Admiralty  referred  to 
that  very  matter,  and  made  the  statement 
that  it  appeared  to  be  the  desire  of  the 
people  of  Australia  to  terminate  the  Naval 
Agreement.  That  such  was  the  idea  de- 
rived by  the  Admiralty  from  Mr.  Deakin's 
statement,  is  clear  from  the  correspondence 
and  the  reports  of  the  Conference. 

Senatcr  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — And  Lord 
Tweedmouth  said  that  if  that  were  the  wish 
of  Australia^  the  Admiralty  would  not  ob- 
ject. 

Senator  PEARCE.— But  the  Admiralty 
would  not  take  the  first  step. 

SenaU)r  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — Still,  Mr. 
Deakin  now  offers  a  Dreadnought! 

Senator  PEARCE.— Mr.  Deakin  was  the 
first  lieutenant  in  the  Barton  Government. 

which  originally  proposed  the  Naval  Agree- 
ment;  and  it  was  Mr.  Deakin  who  sug- 
gested wiping  it  out.  At  the  Imperial 
Conference,  it  was  Mr.  Deakin  who  pro- 
posed a  fleet  of  torpedo  destroyers.  But 
what  was  his  attitude  towards  the  Govern- 
ment that  took  the  first  step  to  give  effect  to 
that  proposition?  Mr.  Deakin  guillotined 
that  Government  immediately.  From  the 
time  it  took  action,  he  c<»nmenced  to  in- 
trigue with  Mr.  Cook  to  bring  about  the 
downfall  of  the  Labour  Ministry,  and  he 
is  supported  by,  and  has  behind  him,  up- 
holding him,  the  very  press  that  suggested 
the  Dreadnought  idea — suggested  it,  in  my 
belief,  with  the  very  intention  of  bringing 
down  the  Labour  Government. 


Senate-  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — Why  did 
Mr.  Deakin  put  the  Labour  Government  in 

office? 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — To  carry 
out  his  own  policy. 

Senator  Dobson. — Does  the  honorable 
senator  c(»istder  that  any  fleet  that  we  could 
maintain  for  defending  our  coasts  would 
be  equivalent  to  the  Naval  Force  at  pre- 
sent in  our  waters? 

Senator  PEARCE.— T  suppose  that 
there  is  no  country  in  the  world  that  has 
stronger  punitive  fleets  than  Great  Britain. 
That  is  to  say,  there  is  no  country  that  has 
such  fleets  which  can  be  sent  to  the  utter- 
most ends  of  the  earth  ioc  expeditionary 
purposes.  There  is  no  country  in  the 
world  which  is  so  strong  upon  the  sea  as 
Great  Britain  is.  Yet  Great  Britain  main- 
tains all  the  year  round  upon  her  shores 
torpedo-boats  and  destroyers,  which  never 
leave  those  coasts.  There  is  a  young  officer 
at  present  serving  with  our  forces  who  has 
just  gone  through  a  twelve-months'  course 
of  training  in  the  Imperial  Navy.  He  was 
on  the  torpedo-boat  service  during  part 
of  that  time.  He  told  me  that  on  Christ- 
mas ere,  when  he  and  other  o£Scers  expected 
to  be  spending  their  time  with  their  friends 
ashore,  orders  were  suddenly  Feoei\'ed  from 
the  Admiralty  in  accordance  with  which  the 
flotilla  was  forthwith  sent  out  to  patrol  the 
North  Sea.  There  is  not  a  night  in  the 
year  when  these  fleets  are  not  patrolling  the 
North  Sea,  and  Great  Britain  never  sends 
them  fr^m  her  coasts.  She  keeps  them  there 
all  the  year  round. 

Senator  Dobson. — I  cannot  ste  that  a 
fleet  which  we  could  establish  would  be  at 
all  an  equivalent  for  that  which  we  ha^'e 
here  now. 

Senator  PEARCE.— Yes,  it  would  be, 
because  the  only  reason  for  the  squadron 
being  here  now  is  to  defend  Australia  from 
any  raiding  cruisers  in  time  of  war.  .  That 
is  the  reason  why  the  Naval  Agreement  was 
made. 

Senator  Dobson. — Then  we  were  verv 
silly. 

Senator  PEARCE. — I  quite  agree  with 
the  honorable  senator.  I  have  always  said 
so.  But  when  we  said  to  my  honorable 
friend  and  others  who  supported  the  Naval 
Agreement  that  they  were  "  very  silly,"  he 
said  that  we  were  all  disloyal,  because  we 
would  not  vote  with  him. 

Senator  Givens. — It  appears  that  these 
loyalists  must  be  always  "very  silly." 
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Senator  PEARCE.— I  come  to  another 
question.  The  Ministerial  statement  con- 
tinues— 

Colonel  Foxton,  who  has  been  appointed  to 
represent  the  Govcrament  at  the  forthcoming 
Conference  in  London,  will  take  advantage  of 
this  opportunity  to  consult  the  Admiralty  upoa 
the  whole  question  of  Imperial  Naval  defence, 
mnd  particularly  as  to  the  marine  defence  of  the 
ports  and  coasts  of  Australia  by  the  most  effec- 
tive vessels,  manned  and  officered  as  far  as  pos< 
sible  by  Australians,  trained  to  the  standards 
and  sharing  the  opportunities  of  the  Royal  Navy. 

When  CoIcKiel  Foxton  was  first  appointed 
to  go  to  England,  he  did  a  thing  which  is 
most  unustial  on  the  part  of  a  Minister  in 
such' circumstances.  A  newspaper  reporter 
came  across  him,  and  CoIcHiel  Foxton  un- 
burdened himself  as  to  his  views  on  Aus* 
tralian  defence.  This  is  what  he  said,  as 
repOTted  in  the  Melbourne  Herald  of  the 
10th  June — 

"  In  regard  to  Naval  Defence,"  continued 
Colonel  Foxton,  "  every  Australian  has  an  as- 
piration to  see  his  coimtry  make  a  beginning 
in  the  construction  of  a  local  Navy.  In  the 
fullness  of  time  Australia  may  be  able  to  boast 
that  she  has  a  Navy  which  must  be  taken  into 
ac«nint  by  other  nations.  That,  as  I  have 
said,  is  a  national  aspiration. 

"In  the  bnilding  up  of  that  Navy,"  Colonel 
Foxton  went  on  to  say,  "  dependent  we  must 
be  for  very  many  years  on  tiie  British  Navy. 
We  must  do  all  tbings  with  a  view  to  co-opera- 
tion,  so  to  speak,  with  the  Navy  of  Great 
Britain  in  regard  to  organization,  interchange 
of  officers,  construction  of  vessels,  and  arma- 
meat.     .     .  There   are   reasons,  however, 

why  a  subsidy  should  be  continued,  and  I 
would  not  for  a  moment  reduce  the  present 
amount  which  we  pay.  I  would  rather  increase 
it." 

Here  is  a  man  who  has  been  chosen  by  this 
Government  to  represent  its  opinion  and 
Australian  opinion,  and  who  is  in  favour  of 
increasing  the  present  naval  subsidy  I 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon.  —  Directly 
opposite  to  the  opinicHi  of  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter. 

Senator  PEARCE.— Directljr  opposite  to 
the  opinion  expressed  by  the  Prime  Minister 
at  the  Imperial  Conference,  and  to  the 
opinion  of  a  considerable  majority  of  the 
members  of  both  Houses  of  the  Federal 
Parliament,  and  of  the  public  outside. 

SenatcH-  Givens. — If  Colonel  Foxton  had 
his  way,  he  would  have  Australia  garrisoned 
by  kanakas. 

Senator  Dobson. — Very  unfair. 

Senator  Givens. — It  is  absolutely  true. 

The  PRESIDENT.— Order  ! 

Senator  PEARCE.  —  Colonel  Foxton 
went  on  to  say — 

I  would  not  like  to  see  any  severance  of  the 
Australian  Naval   Forces  from  those   of  the 


Mother  Country.  I  would  bring  them  together 
in  ons  harmonious  whole,  under  one  supreme 
command — in  time  of  war,  at  any  rate. 

One  stipulation  of  &Ir.  Deakin  at  the  Im- 
perial Conference  was  that  there  should  be 
supreme  control  of  the  Australian  Navy  by 
the  Commonwealth  in  time  of  peace,  but 
that  in  time  of  war  we  should  hand  over 
the  control  of  our  ships  to  British  officers. 
So  that  these  two  members  of  the  Govern- 
ment, Mr.  Deakin  and  Colonel  Foxton,  the 
delegate  of  the  Government  at  the  In:perial 
Conference,  are  in  direct  contradicti<m.  The 
man  who  has  been  sent  Home  to  represent 
Australian  opinion  on  this  question  is  in 
flat  disagreement  with  his  own  political 
chief,  if  we  may  judge  the  views  of  that 
chief  from  his  past  utterances.  Colonel 
Foxton  was  further  asked  by  the  reporter — 

The  Conference  is  to  discuss  also  the  Mili- 
tary Defence  question? 

He  said — 

Yes,  practically  my  views  regarding  land 
forces  are  mutatis  mutandis  similar  to  those  on 
the  naval  question. 

If  his  views  on  military  defence  are  umilar 
to  those  he  holds  on  naval  defencei  what 
do  we  com&  to?  His  idea  <»i  the  naval 
question  was  that  the  control  of  the  Naval 
Forces  should  be  vested  in  the  Admiralty. 
If  his  view  is  similar  in  regard  to  the 
military  question,  he  must  be  in  favour  of 
our  Military  Forces  being  oxitrolled  by 
British  Army  authorities. 

SenatOT  St.  Ledger. — Not  necessarily 
so. 

Senator  PEARCE.— But  Colonel  Fox- 
ton's  own  statemoit  is  that  his  views  on  the 
military  questiixi  were  similar  to  those  on 
the  naval  c^uestiwi.  These  views  are  cer- 
tainly startlmg.  I  could  only  assume  when 
I  read  them  that  Mr.  Deakin,  Senator 
Best,  and  others  had  suddenly  and  violently 
altered  their  views  on  this  matter. 

Senator  Gray. — Have  not  the  Naval 
authorities  at  h(xne  altered  their  views? 

Senator  PEARCE.— I  am  not  to  be  led 
away  from  my  point.  The  Herald  news- 
paper also  asked  me  for  my  views  on 
Colonel  Foxton's  stat^ent.  Referring  to 
the  remark  about  Australian  "  aspirations*" 
I  said  that  what  we  wanted  was  more  re- 
spiration. It  seemed  to  me  that  we  were 
in  danger  of  asphyxiation.  We  have  had 
plenty  of  "  aspiration  "  in  the  past;  it  is 
plenty  of  respiration  that  we  want  now. 
After  these  views  had  been  expressed  by 
Colonel  Foxton,  so  violently  in  opposition 
to  the  opinions  of  Mr.  Deakin,  ne  ha*^ 
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the  next  day  Ministers  craning  forward 
with  a  statement  that  Colonel  Forton's 
views  were  not  those  of  the  Government, 
but  were  those  of  CoIotcI  Fmrton  only. 
Before  he  left  for  England  it  was  stated 
that  Colonel  Foxton  was  to  be  supplied 
with  a  brand  new  set  of  ideas,  represent- 
ing the  views  of  the  Cabinet.  After  he 
had  been  supplied  with  those  views  he  duly 
left  for  England.  I  presume  that  he  is 
now  properly  equipped  with  a  brand  new 
set  of  ideas;  whidi  have  taken  the  place 
of  his  old  cmes,  so  that  he  will  be  able 
to  express  the  views  of  the  present  Govern- 
ment and  the  people  of  Australia.  I  ask 
the  Senate  to  bear  in  mind  that  this  Con- 
ference is  going  to  be  a  secret  one.  There 
will  be  no  published  record  of  it.  In  all 
probability  we  shall  never  know  what 
Colonel  Foxton  said  there  as  to  the  views 
of  the  Government.  We  shall  probably 
never  know  what  Colcwiel  Foxton  said  as 
to  the  views  of  Australia  on  this  defence 
question.  It  is  deplorable  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  have  sent  to  England  a  man 
so  hopelessly  out  of  touch  with  Australian 
opinion  on  every  one  of  these  vital  points. 
Now  we  come  to  the  military  side  of  the 
question.    The  statement  pitoceeds — 

The  policy  of  the  Government  in  regard  to 
land  defence  will  be  founded  upon  the  principle 
of  universal  training,  commenced  in  youth,  and 
<;ontinued  towards  manhood.  A  Bill  for  this 
]turpose  will  be  introduced  founding  the  system 
in  the  schools,  where  immediate  preparations 
wilt  be  made  to  qualify  senior  cadets,  and  in- 
crease the  efficiency  of  the  forces  of  the  Com- 
monwealth. 

I  suppose  my  honorable  friends  opposite 
will  say  that  that  was  the  Deakin  Govern- 
ment's original  proposal.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  however,  the  Deakin  Government's 
prc^osal  left  the  cadets  entirely  alone,  and 
dealt  OTly  with  the  militia  system.  They 
proposed  to  bring  under  this  new  system  a 
lot  of  imtrained  youths,  and  to  wipe  out 
in  one  fell  swoop  the  whole  militia  sys- 
tem. The  scheme  of  the  Deakin  Govern- 
ment was  the  most  impracticable  and  fool- 
ish scheme  ever  put  before  any  country. 
True,  the  youths  would  become  trained  as 
time  went  on,  but  at  the  outset  they  would 
be  entirely  untrained,  though  they  would 
have  to  take  the  place  of  the  existing 
militia  system.  The  scheme  of  the  Deakin 
Govenmient  made  absolutely  no  provision 
for  the  training  of  cadets.  The  Fisher 
<x)vernment  brought  fw^ard  a  proposal 
thnt  compulsory  training  should  start  in  the 
pubtic  schools  and  be  cc»itinued  up  to  a 
'Certain  age. 

Sena/or  Pearce. 


Senator  McGrecok. — Senator  Dobsoi 
should  agree  with  that 

Senator  Dobson. — Of  course,  I  agree 
with  it   It  should  have  been  done  six  years 

ago. 

Senator  Givens. — And  yet  the  first  thing 
the  honorable  senator  did  was  to  \ote 
against  the  first  Government  that  proposed 
it. 

Senator  PEARCE. — Furthermore,  we 
proposed  to  oontinue  the  mi  litia  system 
until  the  other  system  had  thwoughly 
proved  itself.  We  proposed  to  continue 
enlistment  for  the  militia,  and  to  maintain 
the  present  regiments  and  corps  until  the 
other  system  had  provided  a  certain  num- 
ber of  trained  men.  Now  I  come  to  the 
financial  question,  and.  after  all,  the  land 
and  defence  questions  are  bound  up  with 
the  question  of  finance.  One  of  the  strong 
objections  taken  by  Mr.  Deakin  to  Mr. 
Fisher's  policy  was  that  he  had  not  made 
adequate  financial  provision  to  give  effect 
to  it.  One  thing  that  Mr.  Fisher  inti- 
mated was  where  and  how  he  proposed 
to  get  the  money  to  meet  the  liabilities  he 
was  asking  Parliament  to  shoulder.  I  ask 
any  one  to  read  the  Ministerial  statement 
now  before  us,  and  to  pmnt  to  any  line  in 
it  which  indicates  where  the  present  Go- 
vernment propose  to  get  the  money. 

SenatcM-  McGregor. — Yes,  there  is  to  be 
what  is  called  "  a  new  departure." 

Senator  PEARCE.— There  is  to  be  a 
new  departure,  and  we  must  read  that  in 
conjunction  with  what  Ministers  have  given 
to  the  press  outside,  and,  when  we  do  so, 
we  find  that  this  "new  departure"  is 
nearlv  loo  years  old  in  Australia.  It  is 
the  old  borrowing  policy,  which  every  State 
in  Australia  has  adopted  for  the  last  fifty 
years ;  the  policy  of  pawning  the  family 
goods,  of  pawning  our  credit  to  raise 
money. 

Senator  Chataway. — That  is  better  than 
stealing  it. 

Senator  PEARCE  .—It  is,  but  the 
Fisher  Government  did  not  propose  to  steal 
it  either.  I  can  tell  the  honorable  senator 
of  one  proposition  we  made.  There  are 
certain  people  who  have  become  enriched 
as  the  result  of  Australian  production,  and 
who  do  not  pay  a  single  penny  towards  the 
taxati<m  of  Australia.  These  are  people 
who  own  land  in  Australia  and  live  else- 
where. The  Fisher  Gm-ernment  proposed 
to  impose  an  all-round  land  tax  of  id.  in 
the  jf^i  on  those  people,  and  to  make  them 
contribute  to  the  expenses  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  country  that  is  keeping  thexsu 


Mmitlenal  [24  June,  1909.] 


Statement.  ] 


351 


The  present  Government  do  not  propose  to 
tax  those  people  to  the  extent  of  one  penny. 
On  the  other  hand,  they  propose  to  borrow 
money,  and  make  the  people  who  are  living 
in  the  country  pay  additional  taxation. 
That  is  their  financial  policy.  Did  it  need 
a  genius  to  come  forward  with  such  a 
policy  ?  Did  it  require  a  fusion  to  strike 
that  brilliant  financial  idea  ?  Why,  it  is  as 
easy  as  falling  off  a  Ic^.  I  might  not  be 
able  to  make  5s.  by  my  industry  or  my 
aptitude  for  business,  but,  if  I  veie  the 
biggest  fool  in  the  country,  I  could 
down  to  the  nearest  pawnshop  and  raise 
5s.  on  my  watch. 

Senator  Chatawav. — So  lone  as  the  hon- 
orable senator  had  a  watch. 

Senator  PEARCE. — Just  so.  So  long 
as  I  had  a  watch  or  a  watch  chain,  I  could 
raise  5s.  on  it.  I  am  pointing  out  that  this 
is  the  "  new  departure,"  the  brilliant 
scheme  of  finance  which  this  Government 
was  brought  into  existence  to  initiate  at  a 
time  when  the  financial  position  in  Aus- 
tralia is  most  acute.  According  to  the 
statement  itself,  the  next  eighteen  mwiths 
is  going  to  be  the  most  acute  period  finan- 
cially the  Commonwealth  has  ever  had  to 
face,  and  to  meet  it  the  present  Govern- 
ment have  evolved  the  brilliant  idea  of 
pawning  their  watch,  and  they  call  it  a 
"  new  departure." 

Senator  Sir  RoBER-f  Best.— rWhat  a 
prophet ! 

Senator  PEARCE.— Sir  John  Quick 
says  sa  Does  the  honorable  senator  re- 
pudiate Sir  John  Quick's  statement  that 
the  Government  intend  to  borrow  to  finance 
the  Post  and  Telegraph  Department  ? 

Senator  Gray. — Can  the  honorable  sena- 
tor mention  a  single  civilized  country  that 
does  not  borrow  ? 

Senator  PEARCE. — I  can  mention  a 
country  that  has  borrowed  pretty  nearly 
enough,  and  that  is  Australia.  Australia 
has  borrowed  ^250,000,000,  or  j£6o  per 
head  of  its  population.  Every  man, 
woman,  and  child  in  Australia  is  pledged 
to  the  extent  of  j£6o  of  borrowed  money, 
and  so  I  may  well  say  we  ha^'e  borrowed 
nearly  enough. 

Senator  Gray. — What  is  the  value  of  our 
assets? 

Senatcff  PEARCE. — We  have  splendid 
assets,  no  doubt.  I  want  to  say  that  I  am 
not  an  opponent  of  borrowing  per  se,  if 
a  good  cause  and  sufficient  justificaticm 
can  be  advanced.  People  borrow  in  con- 
ducting their  private  bu^ness.  But  I  see 
DO  jostification  for  bwrowing  at  present. 


and  there  are  other  means  of  finanring  the 
Commonwealth  during  the  ensuing  eighteen 
months.  We  are  goinj;  to  gi\e  a  Dread- 
nought to  Great  Britain,  or  some  other  al- 
ternative, and  that  will  involve  us  in  an 
expenditure  of  ^^2.000,000.  So  far  as  the 
Government  are  concerned,  it  is  onlv  neces- 
sary that  Great  Britain  should  say  '•'  Yes  " 
to  their  offer,  and  they  must  find 
;^2,ooo,goo. 

Senator  Wauceb.— Xew  South  Wales 
and  Victoria  were  willing  to  do  it  if  the 
Commonwealth  did  not  do  it. 

Senator  PEARCE.— They  would  have 
had  to  borrow  the  money,  and  pay  interest 
on  it.  The  people  of  the  country'to  whom 
we  are  going  to  give  a  Dreadnought  spent, 
last  year,  ^£34,000,000  on  the  Navy, 
of  which  ;£i2,ooo,ooo  was  sjient  in  the 
building  of  battleships  and  other  ships 
of  war,  and  they  never  borrowed  a  single 
penny.  We  are  going  to  the  rescue  of  that 
country  with  a  brilliant  suggestion  for  the 
borrowing  of  .000,000  to  assist  a  coun- 
try that  has  not  found  it  necessary  to  bor- 
row  a  poiny. 

Senator  Turley. — ^And  we  are  going  to 
borrow  the  money  from  the  people  of  that 
country,  too. 

Senator  PEARCE.— That  country  is 
faced  with  a  deficit  in  its  finances,  and 
what  is  it  proposed  to  do  there?  It  is  not 
proposed  to  borrow,  but  to  tax  petrol  usecl 
for  the  motors  of  rich  mwi ;  and  to  tax  the 
unearned  incrment  of  land. 

Senator  Dobson. — No,  thev  propose  to 
drop  that. 

Senator  PEARCE.— Five-sixths  of  the 
proposals  of  the  British  Government  com- 
prise taxation  on  the  rich  and  wealthy 
people  of  Great  Britain.  -  How  does '  the 
Commonwealth  Government  projwse  to  find 
the  money  necessary  to  pay  the  interest  on 
the  ^^2, 000, 000?  Let  honorable  senators 
bear  in  mind  that  if  they  do  not  give  a 
Dreadnought  the  existing  financial  obliga- 
tions of  the  Commonwealth  involve  the  rais- 
ing of  more  revenue  within  the  next  twelve 
months.  I  f  they  do  not  give  a  Dreadnought, 
a  torpedo  boat,  or  even  the  Cerberus  to  the 
Old  Countrv  the  Government  must  find 
more  money  in  the  next  twelve  months.  We 
proposed  to  find  it  by  the  imposition  of  a 
piogressive  land  tax. 

Senator  Chataway. — How  much  did  the 
honorable  senator  expect  to  get  from  the 
land  tax? 

Senator  PEARCE.— I  do  not  know. 
Owing  to  the  absence  of*  data  it  is  impos- 
sible to  estunat^iaoeu^fttd^C^  liking  the 
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result  of  the  land  tax  in  South  Australia,  I 
\%T)ture  to  say  that  we  should  have  received 
about  ;£i,ooo,ooo  a  year  frcan  the  progres- 
sive land  tax  and  the  absentee  land  tax 
proposals. 

Senator  Vardon.— I  thought  the  progres- 
sive land  tax  was  to  burst  up  the  taxable 

estates. 

Senator  PEARCE.— We  hoped  that  in  a 
few  years  time  there  would  be  no  revenue 
derived  from  the  progressive  land  tax.  The 
revenue  from  the  absentee  land  tax  would, 
of  course,  continue.  We  did  not  want  a 
continuous  revalue  from  the  progressive 
land  tax,  because  we  depended  upon  the 
additicMial  prosperity  which  would  be 
brought  about  by  the  bursting  up  and  the 
settlement-  of  the  large  estates  and  the  in- 
crease in  Custans  revenue,  which  would 
have  followed  the  increased  settlement. 

Senator  Chatawat.— The  honorable 
senator  said  he  did  not  believe  in  obtaimng 
revenue  through  the  Customs. 

Senator  PEARCE.— I  do  not. 

Senator  Chatawav. — Yet  the  honorable 
senator  was  depending  on  it. 

Senator  PEARCE. — I  was  not.  It  is  a 
matter  beyond  my  power,  and  CustMnsi 
taxati<xi  was  in  many  cases  imposed  against 
my  vote.  But  the  "fusion"  has  come 
about,  and  it  is  agreed  that  the  Tariff  shall 
not  be  touched  except  to  remove  anomalies 
on  a  revenue  basis.  It  is  not  to  be  touched 
ewMpt  for  revenue  purpc«es. 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — ^Where  does 
the  honorable  swiator  read  that  in  the  Minis- 
terial statement? 

Senator  Vardon. — I  do  not  read  it  that 
way. 

Senator  PEARCE.— If  the  Honorable 
senator  looks  into  the  matter  he  will  find 
that  the  Government  cannot  touch  the  Tariff 
except  for  revenue  purposes.  However,  I 
will  put  this  simple  question  to  honorable 
senators,  which  will  clear  up  all  doubts 
on  the  matter.  Will  any  honorable  senator 
oh  the  Government  side  say  that  they  will 
not  introduce  tax«f  on  tea  or  kerosene  ?  The 
silence  is  painful.  We  know  very  well  that 
what  is  in  the  minds  of  honorable  senators 
opposite  is  that  they  w^ill  get  the  necessary 
revenue,  or  some  of  it,  by  taxes  on  tea  and 
kerosene. 

Senator  Gray. — Where  did  the  honorable 
senator  hear  that  ?  Is  that  an  effort  of  his 
imagination  ? 

Senator  PEARCE.— Senator  Gray,  un- 
fortunately, was  not  admitted  to  the  caucus 
at  the  Grand  Hotel  where  it  was  fixed  up, 
and  therefore  prGA)abIy  does  not  know  any- 


thing about  it.  He  will  find  that  I  am 
something  of  a  prophet  if  the  present  Go- 
vernment live  l<xig  enough  to  bring  down 
their  financial  proposals.  Here  we 
have  the  British  Government  keeping 
up  the  navy  means  of  increased  taxa- 
tion placed  on  the  shoulders  of  the  owners 
of  wealth  in  Great  Britain,  and  the  Aus- 
tralian Government  coning  to  the  rescue 
of  the  British  Government,  and  presenting 
them  with  a  Dreadnought,  the  interest  on 
the  cost  of  which  they  propose  to  meet  by 
taxation  of  tea  and  kerosene.  I  come  now 
to  the  last  paragraph  of  the  statement,  and 
it  is  certainly  a  very  cheerful  paragraph 
with  which  to  wind  up : — 

It  is  hoped  that  allowing  for  a  searching 
criticism  of  all  Goverament  measures  in  the  pub- 
lic interest  the  business  programme  now  pre- 
sented— 

and  I  ask  h(»i(H-able  senators  to  look  at  it — 

will  be  proceeded  with  in  a  business-like  manner 
during  a  fruitful  session. 

I  venture  to  saj^  that  if  any  accountant  of 
a  public  institution  dealt  with  finance  in  the 
manner  in  which  it  is  dealt  with  in  this 
statement  he  would  get  the  sack.  No  one 
realizes  more  fully  than  I  do  that  we  are 
faced  with  a  most  acute  financial  crisis  in 
Commonwealth  affairs,  but  at  such  a  time 
th;  present  Government  ccme  down  with- 
out a  single  proposal  to  meet  the  financial 
stringency.  I  see  S^ator  Best  smiling, 
but  I  remember  that  he  addressed  a  meeting 
in  the  Melbourne  Town  Hall,  at  which  it 
was  prop(Ked  to  present  Great  Britain  with 
a  Dreadnought,  and  he  was  a  member  of 
the  Deakin  Government  whose  Minister  for 
Defence  submitted  proposals  in  his  defence 
Estimates,  including  one  to  buy  guns  to  arm 
and  defend  the  principal  ports  of  Australia, 
and  in  particular  the  port  of  Newcastle,  the 
most  important  coaling  station  in  the  south- 
ern hemisphere.  Newcastle  is  at  present 
defended  by  obsolete  guns,  but  when  the 
Minister  of  Defence  in  the  last  Deakin  Go- 
vernment came  along  with  a  proposal  to 
buy  two  guns  to  defend  that  port,  which 
would  be  a  coaling  port  and  a  pent  of  re- 
fuge for  His  Majesty's  ships  the  patriotic 
Deakin  Government  cut  out  the  proposal 
Why  did  they  do  so?  Because  they  found 
that  to  do  what  was  absolutely  necessary 
to  keep  the  Defence  Forces  going  as  they 
ought  to  be  kept  going  would  cost  more 
than  the  one-fourth  of  the  Customs  and 
Excise  revenue  belonging  to  the  Common- 
wealth. Rather  than  face  Parliament  with 
scMne  proposals  for  new  taxadcK),  they  cut 
out  what  was  abWe^vd^iyKiIgi^keep 
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the  Commcmwealth  Defence  Forces  going. 
When  I  took  charge  of  the  Defence  De- 
partment, what  I  found  was  that,  so  far 
from  being  able  to  give  a  Dreadnought  to 
Great  Britain,  we  had  only  one  rifle  to  give 
every  ten  rifle  men"  in  the  country.  After 
we  had  scraped  up  a  lot  of  old  rifles  and 
put  new  barrels  on  them  we  were  able  to 
make  the  magnificent  ofTer  of  one  rifle  for 
every  five  riflemen  in  the  country.  We  were 
compelled,  owin^  to  financial  exigencies 
due  to  the  action  of  .the  Deakin  Govern- 
ment, the  men  who  now  proclaim  their 
interest  in  Imperial  defence,  to  cut  out  all 
the  senior  cadet  camps  throughout  the  Com- 
monwealth. We  could  not  find  the  few 
shillings  necessary  to  enable  the  senior 
cadets  to  go  into  camp. 

Senator  Guthxib. — ^There  was  not 
enou|^  money  to  repair  the  Cerberus,  and 
she  had  to  be  towed  about  by  a  tug. 

Senator  PEARCE.  —  However,  the 
Fisher  Government  came  forward  and 
said  that  they  were  going  to  make  the 
defence  of  this  country  a  reality.  They 
prc^KKed  to  tell  Parliament  exactly  what 
would  be  required  to  equip  and  maintain 
our  DeferKe  Fwxs,  and  to  ask  Farlia- 
moit  to  vote  the  necessary  money,  and 
they  came  forward  also  with  deliberate 
proposals  for  taxation,  to  find  the  money. 
The  spokesman  and  leader  of  the  present 
Government,  Mr.  Deakin,  said  he  had  not 
much  (Ejection  to  the  programme,  but  he 
did  not  see  wh^re  the  Government  were 
gcnng  to  find  the  money. 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — Nor  did 
anybody  else. 

Senator  PEARCE.— Can  the  honorable 
senator  pcxnt,  in  the  Ministerial  statement 
now  before  us,  to  anything  whidi  will  show 
how  the  present  Government  prc^xKe  to  find 
the  money? 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — Do  honor- 
able senators  opposite  put  all  these  things 
into  a  Governor-General's  speech? 

Senator  PEARCE.— Yes;  we  did. 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — Pardon  me ; 
honorable  senators  did  not ;  they  included 
a  number  of  pious  aspirations'  in  the 
Governor-General's  speech. 

Senator  PEARCE. — All  our  financial 
proposals  were  put  before  Parliament  and 
the  country.  We  said — and  we  were  pre- 
pared to  accept  full  responsibility  for  our 
statement — that  for  every  proposition  Oiat 
we  had  submitted  we  had  made  adequate 
financial  provision  without  borrowing  a 
single  penny. 


Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — The  Fisher 
Government  made  absolutely  no  financial 
provision  for  1910. 

Senator  PEARCE.— Beforp  concluding, 
I  wish  to  say  that  I  am  not  concerned  with 
the  fusion  which  now  occupies  the  Go- 
Aernment  benches.  I  think  that  its  con- 
summation is  a  good  thing  from  the  stand- 
point of  the  interests  of  the  party  with 
which  I  am  associated.  I  believe  that  it 
will  result  in  a  tremendous  accession  of 
strength  to  our  party  at  the  first  election. 
Hitherto  many  members  of  this  Parlia- 
ment, under  the  pretext  that  they  supported 
the  same  policy,  have  been  accustomed  to 
receive  votes  which  ought  to  have  gone  to 
the  Labour  Party's  candidates.  The 
people  will  know  in  future  that  there  is 
a  distinct  line  of  cleavage  between  them, 
and  consequently  will  not  be  gulled  as 
they  have  been.  I  sympathize  deeply 
with  the  position  in  which  some  honorable 
senators  have  been  placnl.  The  fusion 
which  has  occurred  has,  I  am  reminded 
by  Senator  McGregor,  exdted  some  atten- 
tion even  amongst  our  poets.  I  hold  in 
ray  hand  a  poem,  the  inspiration  for  which 
was  the  following  paragraph — 

As  I  say,  it  all  depends  upon  policies,  and 
policies  must  be  dealt  with  first.  At  the  same 
time,  we  may  be  pulling  in  the  same  boat  when 
our  boat  is  threatened  from  the  same  quarter. 
There  are  various  kinds  of  combinations,  from 
alliances  based  on  principles  to  fusions  of  tem- 
porary unions  and  uoderstandrngs. — Somemhat 
ery^ie  utterance  by  Alfred  Deakin. 

The  poem  reads — 

Tho*  it  sounds  a  trifle  mystic, 
Somewhat  vague  and  cabalistic, 
When  you  come  to  analyze  the  inner  side 

Of  political  alliance 

You  will  find  it  is  a  science. 
That  embraces  matters  delicate  and  wide. 
It  involves  the  close  cohesion  of  the  faction  or 
cabal. 

And  the  very  fleeing  friendship  of  the  tem- 
porary pal. 

But  pull  for  the  shore,  lads,  pull  for  the  shore. 
Never  mind  wot  boat  yer  in,  struggle  at  yer  oar. 
Cook  is  on  the  gunwale,  cursin'  us  fer  cows; 
Deakin's   in  the   stern-sheets,    Mauger's   at  the 
bows ; 

The  stormy  winds  are  blowin'  an'  the  enemy's 
at  hand; 

We  must  settle  it  among  us  when  we're  safely 
on  the  land. 

There's  the  Temporary  Fusion; 

Which  is  mainly  an  illusion 
When  you  view  it  in  the  light  of  ev'ry  day. 

Hut  folUically?—iia\y 

'Tis  a  state  in  which,  unduly. 
You  are  never  pledged  or  promised  either  way. 
An  ideal  party  union,  wheae^^aorsky  trim  his 
sail;  Digitized  byXjoCTviC 
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Though  vulgai  folic  allude  to  it  as  "  sitting  on 
a  rail." 

But  pull  for  the  shore,  lads,  pull  for  the  shore. 
We'll  settle  in  the  harbor  when  the  hurricane  is 
o'er. 

Quick  is  partly*  inside ;  Irvine's  partly  out; 
Willie  Kelly's  overside,  floundering  about; 
Forrest's  at  the  mast'ead,  lettin'  out  a  roar, 
Never  mind  who  owns  the  boat,  pull  for  the 
shore. 

Then  there's  the  Coalition, 

Which  is  entered  on  condition 
Vou  can  swallow  certain  principles  with  ease. 

'Tis  corruption  sugar-coated ; 

And  no  matter  how  you've  voted 
In  the  past,  you  now  may  change  it  if  you 
please. 

Though  the  common  crowd  may  scoff  at  the  re- 
versal of  yonr  vote. 
If  you  murmer  "Coalition"  you  may  safely 

turn  your  coat. 
But  pull  for  the  shore,  lads,  pull  for  the  land, 
Never  mind  who  owns  the  craft,  lend  a  willin' 

hand. 

Smith  is  on  the  bowsprit,  yellin'  **  Anti-Sosh  ** ! 
Reid  is  on  a  tow-line,  draggin'  in  the  wash  p 
Jawbone  Xcild  is  founderin',  shoutin'  for  a  rope; 
But  pull,  lads,  pull,  for  (he  shore's  our  only 
hope. 

Note  rou  now  the  Understanding, 
Quite  devoid  of  party  branding. 
Where  tlie  parties  undertake  to  understand 
That,  in  certain  set  conditions, 
■  They'll — consider  their  positions, 
And  reach  out  for  what  they  want  with  either 
hand. 

And  for  the  country's  welfare  and  the  nation's 
lasting  good, 

They  agree  to  understand  that  they  are  all  mis- 
understood. 

But  pull  for  the  shore,  lads,  pull  for  the  shore, 
Groom  is  on  the  fore'atch  with  'arf  a  dozen 
more ; 

Knox  is  in  the  chart-room  makin*  up  hts  mind ; 
Wilks  is  on  a  hen-coop,  draggin'  on  behind. 
Never  mind  the  company ;  only  keep  afloat. 
You  can't  be  too  particular  wbo'a  mannin^  of  the 
boat. 

Senator    St.    Ledger. — ^Who    is  the 

author  ? 

Senator  PEARCE.— A  gentleman  who 
signs  himself  Den.  I  wish  now  to  deal 
with  the  excuse  that  has  been  put  forward 
by  so-called  Liberals  for  their  action 
in  joining  the  recent  fusion.  They  say 
that  thev  did  so  because  the  Labour  Party 
was  att.icking  them  in  their  constituencies. 
Stripped  of  its  sophistry,  what  does  that 
mean?  What  is  the  reason  for  our  pre- 
sence here?  Am  I  here  for  my  own  per- 
sonal advantage,  or  am  I  here  to  register 
the  opinion  of  the  people  of  Western 
Australia  upon  the  legislative  proposals 
which  come  before  me?  Am  I  not  here 
to  give  statutory  effect  to  their  will?  My 
presence  in  this  Chamber,  I  take  it,  is 
merely  incidental.  What  is  of  importance 
''^  that  the  people  of  Western  Australia 


should  be  able  to  place  upon  the  statute- 
book  the  views  which  they  bold.     It  is 

merely  an  incident  whether  Senator  Dob- 
sort  or  myself  or  somebody  else  registers 
those  views.  But  the  excuse  urgea  by 
members  of  the  Liberal  Party  is  that  the 
one  essential  is  not  that  they  should 
register  the  will  of  thexr  cwistitiients,  but 
that  they  should  save  their  own  political 
skins.  Becatise  a  party  with  wh<xn  they 
saj  they  held  identical  views  was  prepar- 
ing to  fight  them  in  the  constituencies,  they 
turned  their  backs  upon  all  their  political 
opinicxis. 

Senator  St.  Ledger. — The  Labour  Party  . 
started  to  attack  them  while  they  were  in 
alliance  with  it. 

Senator  PEARCE.— That  does  not 
justify  their  change  of  attitude.  The  only 
question  to  be  ctmsidered  is,  "  Are  these 
men  standing  by  the  pledges  which  they 
gave  the  electors  on  the  hustings?"  The 
question  of  principle  is,  "  Are  we  carrying 
out  the  promises  whicii  we  made  to  our 
constituents? "  Are  Senators  Trenwith 
and  Best  in  joining  hands  with  Senators 
Walker  and  Pulsford  doing  what  they 
promised  the  electors  they  would  do?  Cer- 
tainly not.  They  are  putting  their  own 
political  well-being  before  the  principles 
which  they  publicly  avowed  that  they  would 
stand  by.  When  we  get  them  before  their 
masters — the  electors — I  am  satisfied  that 
the  policy  enunciated  by  the  Fisher  Govern- 
ment will  find  its' way  to  the  statute-book, 
while  the  vague  generalities  contained  in  the 
Ministerial  statement  submitted  yesterday 
will  be  relegated  to  the  waste  paper-basket, 
to  which  they  properly  belong. 

Senator  DOBSON  (Tasmania)  [9.20].— 
Such  an  enormous  quantity  of  business  is 
awaiting  our  con.sideration  that  I  should 
like  to  get  to  it  without  delay  I  therefore 
intend  to  occupy  only  about  fifteen  minutes 
in  discussing  the  question  of  naval  defence, 
in  which  I  take  a  very  deep  interest.  But 
owing  to  the  last  few  words  uttered  by 
Senator  Pearce,  I  must  devote  about  five 
minutes  to  a  ccoisideration  of  the  political 
situation.  It  is  astonishing  how  easy  it  is 
for  us  to  see  faults  in  others  without  being 
able  to  detect  any  in  ourselves.  I  should 
have  thoucht  that  a  common-sense  man  like 
Senator  PearCe  would  have  said  nothing 
about  the  political  situation,  because  T  am 
satisfied  that  the  more  there  is  said  upon 
it  the  worse  it  will  be  for  the  Lalx>ur 
Party.  We  all  recollect  that  upon  a  certain 
date  last  session,  its  members  joined  in  de- 
claring that  Mr.  Deakin  possessed  the  con- 
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fidence  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
and  that  within  fourteen  days  thereafter, 
tbey  turned  him  out  of  <dSce.    If  ever  a 
party  proclaimed  to  the  world  by  unmistak- 
able acts  that  they  were  after  <&ce,  and 
wished  to  gain  the  Treasury  bendi  by 
whatever  means  lay  in  their  power,  the 
Labour  Party  did  so.   The  idea  of  endeav- 
ouring to  keep  a  man  in  ofiice  because  they 
beiieved  in  his  policy,  and  becailse  he  was 
in  alliance  with  them,  apparently  never  oc- 
curred to  them.    They  were  perfectly  satis- 
fied to  suppcHt  Ur.  Deakin  foi  years,  but 
at  last  they  began  to  think  that  there  was 
;^i2,ooo  annually  attaching  to  Ministerial 
office.     AccOTdingly,   they  said   to  Mr. 
Deakin:  "  Twenty-sev«i  of  us  have  kept 
you  in  office  for  two  years  and  thsee  moiths. 
How  long  are  you  going  to  keep  us  in 
office?"     Whether  Mr.  Deakin  answered 
that  question  I  do  not  know,  but  evidently 
they  expected  him  to  keep  them  in  ofiice  for 
two  years  and  three  months,  because  within 
a  very  short  time  after  voting  confidence  in 
him,  they  tapped  him  on  the  shoulder,  and 
said  :  "  but  you  go."    What  absolute  cant 
it  is  for  any  man  under  such  dicumstances 
to  get  up  and  speak  as  Senator  Pean»  did  ? 
He  endeavoured  to  explain  away  the  cir- 
cumstance that  whilst  the  Deakin  Party  and 
the  Labour  Party  were  in  the  closest  al- 
liance, the  latter  was  holding  caucauses  all 
over  the  Commonwealth  for  the  purpose  of 
selecting  candidates  to  run  against  every  one 
of  Mr.  Deakin's  followers.     Under  these 
circumstances,  was  the  present  Prime  Minis- 
ter to  sit  down  and  do  nothing  to  save  his 
political  skin?    Is  he  to  be  kept  in  offk:* 
like  a  little  puppy  dog,  whilst  the  Labour 
Party  prepare  to  oust  everybody  else  for 
this  Parliament?    Are  we  to  allow  that 
party  to  be  the  only  party  to  organize? 
The  whole  thing  is  too  shallow    If  my  hon- 
OTable  friends  opposite  wish  to  get  to  the 
country  upon  this  sort  of  cant,  the  sooner 
thev  do  so  the  better.    I  shall  be  very 
glad  to  meet  them  upon  their  own  plat- 
forms.   They  have  shown  to  the  world  that 
they  think  more  of  ^12,000  a  vear,  and  of 
portfolios  than  they   do  of  the  working 
classes.    I  wish  now  to  say  a  word  or  two 
upon  the  question  of  naval  defence.  The 
late  Government  acted  quite  wrongly  in 
expending  the  ;^25o,ooo  voted  by  Parlia- 
ment for  naval  defence  purposes,  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  Mr.  Deakin  induced  the 
House  of  R^resentativw  to  take  that  ac- 
tion upon  the  distinct  understanding  that 
the  money  should  not  be  expended  until 
Parliament  had  decided  the  way  in  which  it 


should  be  spent.    Both  Mr.  Fisher  and  Mr. 
Hu^es  in  voting  for  that  expenditure  ac- 
tually repeated  Mr.  Deakin's  very  words. 
I  thank,  therefore,  that  Senator  Pearce 
made  a  mistake  in  the  action  which  he  took.- 
I  do  not  admit  that  any  Government  have  a 
right  to  repudiate  a  definite  promise  of  that 
sort.    The  people  of  England  forgave  Dis- 
raeli for  spending  j;^4,ooo,ooo  in  the  pur- 
chase of  Suez  Canal  shares,  because  he 
did  the  right    thing.      I    could  forgive 
Senator  Pearce  if  he  had  done  the  right 
thing;  but  he  did  not.    He  did  absolutely 
the  wr(Mig  thing;   he  wasted  our  money; 
and  the  moment  he  had  acted,  he  went 
through  the  country  saying  to  the  people, 
*'  For  eight  years  we  have   been  fade- 
rated.      We   have   had   seven  Ministers 
of  Defence,  but  they  did  nothing.  See 
what  a  good  boy  am  I.    See  what  I  have 
done.    I  have  spent  ^250,000."   My  hon- 
orable friend  spent  me  money  absolutely  in 
the  wrOTig  way.    If  I  am  wrong  in  what  1 
have  learnt,  I  am  willing  to  unlearn ;  but 
I  do  not  think  that  I  am.     I  have  been 
taught  by  Captain  Mahan,  and  by  naval 
officers  of  all  ranks,  with  whom  r  have 
conversed — admirals,  captains,   and  com- 
manders— ^that  the  important  thing  that 
stands  before  everything  else    is  to  help 
Great  Britain  to  maintain  the  COTnmand  of 
the  seas.     I  should  not  care  if  Hobart 
or  Afelbourne  were  blown  to  pieces,  pro- 
vided that  we  won  the  battle  which  was 
to  determine  that  England  was  to  be  top 
sea-dog.     What  good  would  it  be  to  us 
to  have  a  cruiser  or  two  to  save  one  or 
two  vessels  laden  with  wool,  and  other 
produce  or  goods,  if  England  was  going  to 
lose  the  battle,  and  the   British  Fleet 
to  be  sunk  in  the  North  Sea?    If  we  had 
twenty   armored  cruisers,   say,   three  or 
four  in  Australia,  five  or  sii  in  Canada, 
two  or  three  in  New  Zealand,  and  two  or 
three  in  South  Africa,  the   hurrying  of 
these  cruisers  across  (he  ocean  might  make 
all  the  difference  in  the  world  Ijetween  Eng- 
land maintaining  the  command  of  the  seas 
and  losing  it.     How  on  earth  can  we  do 
both?     Honorable  senators  on  the  other 
side,   including  my  clear-headed  friend. 
Senator  Pearce,  use  contradkrtory  terms, 
and  exhibit  confuaon  of  thought.  They 
all  advocate  a  mosquito  fleet  to  defend 
our  Dorts  and  coasts,  and  they  sav  that 
this  is  to  be  done  in  co-operation  with  the 
Imperial  Navy.     The  whole  crux  of  the 
position  lies  there.    I  di*ny  that  it  will  be 
done  in  co-operation  with  the  Imperial 
Navy.     The  vgT-^,i,|@fl|(go¥igfe  Senator 
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Fearce  lead  was,  **  If  ever  the  Imperial 
Fleet  cones  to  Australia,  if  ever  the  battle 
of  the  wcH-ld  is  to  be  fought  off  Melbourne 
or  Hd>art,  then  torpedo  destroyers  and 
torpedo-boats  will  be  of  great  use.'*  Of 
course  they  would,  if  a  thing  of  that  sort 
should  happen.     But  does  any  man  mean 
to  say  that  the  battle  which  is  to  decide 
the  fate  of  the  British  Empire  is  likely 
to  be  fought  near  Australia  ?    My  honor- 
able friend  says  that  it  might  be  fought  in 
the  Pacific  Ocean.     I  quite  agree  with 
him ;  but  what  will  be  the  use  to  the  Bri- 
tish Navy  of  our  few  destroyers  and  torpedo 
boats  if  the  great  tattle  of  the  world  is 
to  be  fought  in  the  Padfic  Ocean?    It  is 
qiute  likely  that   at   the   next  Imperial 
Conference',  the  Admiralty  will  advise  us 
that  Dreadnoughts  are  not  exactly  suited 
to    our    requirements.      What    I  think 
^vould    best    serve    our    needs  would 
I>e     scouts     or     armored    cruisers  of 
from  3,000  or  4,000  to  7,000  tons,  with 
a  speed  of  25  knots  per  hour,  and  the 
Iwst  armament  that  money    could  buy. 
I    believe    that    a    fleet   of   that  sort 
would  be  of  infinite  use  to  us,  and  to 
the    Empire.        I     cannot    see  that 
this  mosquito  fleet,  or,  as  Captain  Bellairs 
calls  it,  "this  tin-pot  navy,"  of  ours,  will 
be  of  the  slightest  good.    My  honorable 
friend  spoke    about    the    Imperial  Con- 
ference.     As  I  sent  him  a  copy  of  my 
letter,  I  think  he  must  know  that  on  the 
9th  March  last,  a   fortnight   before  the 
Dreadnought  idea  was  started,  I  published 
a  letter  in  the  leading  newspapers  of  the 
States,  except  the  Argus,  which  published 
only  one-half  of  my  letter  about  the  cadets, 
in  which  I  distinctly  said  that  I  had  no 
Ijelief.  in  a  mosquito  fleet,  and  pointed 
.  out  the  contradictory  policies.    "  Hefe,"  I 
said,  '*  is  loj-al  New  Zealand  increasing 
her    subsidy   and   willing   to   give  two 
Dreadnoughts  to  the  Old  Countr>',  and  here 
is  the  great  Dominion  and  Commonwealth 
of  Australia  wanting  to  get  rid    of  a 
subsidy  of  ;^^2oo,ooo,  paid  for  the  defence 
of  its  ports   and   coasts,  and   to  break 
away  from  the  Empire,  and  yet  using 
the   words  'co-operate   with    the  Em- 
pire,' which  is  a  contradiction  in  terms." 
I  pointed  out  that  this  ctmtradictory  policy 
would  bring  us  to  ruin,  and  suggested  that 
.Tn    Imperial    Conference   of   the  whole 
Empire  should  be    called  at  once,  and 
should  not  separate  until  it  had  agreed 
upon    a   really   co-operative   scheme  of 
naval  defence.      At  Home,  I    had  the 
pleasure  of  talking    to    three    or  four 
Senator  Dohson. 


admirals,  and  other  naral  officers,  and  I 
never  met  on&  such  person  who  agreed  with 
the  idea  of  our  d^ending  our  ports  and 
coasts.  Those  who  do  adopt  that  view  are 
simply  giving  way  to  the  aspiraticxis  of  a 
country  whidi  is  striving  after  nation- 
hood. In  order  to  please  us  and  help 
us,  they  pretend  to  believe  in  our 
policy.  I  anticipate  that  the  Naval 
Confererice  will  point  out  that  there 
is  a  much  better  way  of  achieving  our 
purpcse.  Suppose  that  the  whole  of  the 
oversea  Dominions  agree  to  a  policy  of 
local  defence;  suppose  that  Canada  de- 
cides to  defend  her  ports  and  to  have  a 
mosquito  fleet  all  round  her  coasts;  and 
suppose  that  Australia,  with  a  coastline  of 
8,000  miles,  follows  her  sample,  what 
possible  help  will  that  be  to  Great  Britain 
in  keeping  command  of  the  seas  ?  We  may 
get  our  expenditure  up  to  millions,  and 
have  an  enormous  system  of  harbor  and 
coast  defence,  but  what  good  will  that  be 
when  the  stress  comes  and  we  have  to  fight 
for  the  supremacy  of  the  seas?  If  any 
man  will  show  me  that,  I  shall  be  very 
much  obliged  to  him.  To  believe  it  we 
will  have  to  unlearn  everything  we  have 
ever  learned.  I  was  ,astoni^ied  to  hear 
Senat<v  Fearoe  say,  in  one  speech,  that  he 
had  the  approval  of  the  Admiralty  Ux 
what  he  was  doing.  I  caimot  believe  that 
he  had.  He  sits  silent.  If  he  can  point 
out  to  me  in  what  article  or  despatch  they 
have  accepted  his  policy,  I  shall  be  obliged 
to  him. 

Senator  Peasce. — Lord  Tweedmouth,  at 
the  Imperial  Conference,  and  Lord 
Granard  since  then. 

Senator  DOBSON.— Bo  the  naval  ^ex- 
perts  of  Great  Britain  believe  in  our  trying 
to  defend  our  thousands  of  miles  of  coast- 
line? We  might  get  three  armored  cruisers 

for  the  cost  of  one  Dreadnought. 

Senator  Givens. — Quote  what  Lord 
Beresford  said  1 

Senator  DOBSON.— He  did  not  say 

that. 

SenatOT  Millen. — He  said,  ''If  a 
catastrophe  overtook  the  British  nation, 
good  night." 

Senator  Pearce.  —  We  all  agree  with 

that. 

Senator  DOBSON.— I  hope  that  we  do. 
I  consider  that  we  have  made  a_  very  bad 
start  indeed.  We  are  going  to  do  some- 
thing  which  I  thijil^Js^^jg^^l^tiU  not 
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help  old  England  at  all.  A  remark  of  mine 
has  been  misunderstood.  In  my  letter  I 
distinctly  stated  that  I  did  not  believe  that 
the  Mother  Country  could  for  much  Imeer 
keep  up  the  two-power  standard  with  a  10 
r-er  cent,  margin.  We  all  know  that  as 
regards  the  United  States,  which  could  not 
build,  but  could  pay  for  twenty  Dread- 
noughts as  against  our  five,  it  is 
simply  impossible  to  keep  up  that  stan- 
dard. If  Austria  goes  on  laying  down 
three  or  four  Dreadnoughts  annually  for 
many  years  longer,  I  doubt  if  England 
will  be  able  then  to  have  a  fleet 
double  the  size  of  the  combined 
fleets  of  Austria  and  Germany.  It  is  a 
deplorable  thing  that,  with  all  our  wealth 
And  opportunities,  we  have  allowed  the 
Mother  Cotmtry  to  bear  the  great  strain  of 
its  naval  defence.  My  honwable  friend 
perhaps  did  not  see  a  return  which  was 
tabled  at  my  instance  last  session,  but  not 
printed.  Our  share  of  the  naval  defence 
of  England,  taking  it  at  4.000,000,  is, 
on  a  population  basis,  ^2,400,011,  and, 
according  to  our  trade,  we  should  pay 
;^2,47o,ooo,  but  we  have  been  paying  the 
paltry  sum  of  y72oo,ooo  per  year.  There- 
fore I  welcome  what  is  called  the  Dread- 
nought scare  as  a  kind  of  tardy  admission 
on  behalf  of  young  Australia  that  we  ha\-e 
been  failing  in  our  duty,  that  we  sympa- 
thize with  the  Motherland,  that  we  recog- 
nise that  it  was  tmfair  to  leave  her  al(xie 
to  keep  up  the  two-power  standard,  that  it 
was  an  awful  burden  to  place  upon  her 
poor  people,  whose  ccHitributicm  is  15s.  per 
head,  as  compared  with  our  is.  or  2s.  per 
liead.  ^  Call  it  a  scare  if  you  like,  but  to 
my  mind  it  was  an  admission  that 
came  from  the  hearts  of  the  Aus- 
tralian people  that  they  had  been 
neglecting  their  duty.  Virtually  they  said, 
"  We  have  been  neglecting  our  duty,  but 
we  are  going  to  make  it  up  to  you  in  the 
future,  and  here  is  a  couple  of  million 
pounds  for  you  right  off."  The  Labour 
Partv  stepped  forward,  and,  in  order  to 
curry  favour  with  a  certain  section  which 
st:pports  them,  they  tried  to  throw  cold 
water  uptxi  this  little  patriotic  outburst, 
when  the  very  reason  of  it  was  to  show 
Gencanv  that  we  were  determined  that  old 
England  should  keep  ahead  of  her  and  re- 
tain the  command  of  the  seas.  Did  my 
honorable  friend  see  the  picture  in  Punch 
depicting  the  old  British  lion  with  young 
Australia  and  Canada  trotting  round  abiut, 
and  the  shadow  of  the  German  Emperor  in 
the  distance,  saying,  "  Oh,  I  wish  I  had 
cubs  like  those"?     The  Fisher  Go\em- 


ment  would  not  allow  the  old  British  Hon 
to  have  the  cubs.  When  the  cubs  wanted 
to  bark,  and  were  prepared  to  bite  a  little, 
according  to  age  or  size,  Mr.  Fisher  said, 
"  Xo,  you  cannot,  our  policy  is  a  better 
one.  We  intend  to  go  alone.  We  propose 
to  have  a  tin-pot  navy,  because  it  will  mean 
a  little  work  for  Australian  workmen."  I 
should  like  to  see  Australians  building  all 
our  ships. 

Senator  W.  Russell. — What  did  Sena- 
tor Symon  say  about  that  same  question  a 
few  months  ago? 

Senator  DOBSON.— I  have  nothing  to 
do  with  what  he  said.  I  hope  I  have  made 
clear  my  views  about  the  naval  defence  of 
the  Empire.  The  only  way  to  defend  our 
ports  is  to  defend  our  supremacy  of-  the 
seas.  I  do  not  intend  to  go  into  the  ques- 
tion of  military  defence,  but  Senator  Pearce 
did  the  Prime  Minister,  unintentionally,  a 
little  injustice  when  he  said  that  in 
his  scheme  the  latter  made  no  pro- 
vision for  cadets.  The  Prime  Min- 
ister did  not  do  as  I  wanted  him 
to  do  \  he  did  not  adopt  the  compulsory 
s>stem  of  cadets;  he  said  that  that  was  to 
cfjme;  but  he  most  distinctly  provided  for 
cadets. 

Senator  Pearce. — In  a  Bill? 

Senator  DOBSON.— He  said  that  he 
had  put-  some  nuxiey  on  the  Estimates. 
He  explained  that  it  would  require  an  enor- 
mous number  of  instructors  to  drill  all  boys 
between  the  ages  of  twelve  and  eighteen,  and 
that,  therefore,  he  proposed  to  bring  in  the 
system  by  degrees.  He  distincfly  stated 
that  the  money  he  provided  would  increase 
the  number  of  cadets  at  the  rate  of  10,000 
or  15,000  per  year. 

Senator  Peakce. — ^They  never  menticmed 
that  in  their  Bill. 

Senator  DOBSON.— That  was  Mr.  Dea- 
kin's  policy,  because  I  read  his  statement, 
and  I  think  that  I  wrote  to  him  on  the  sub- 
ject. On  that  point,  however,  I  preferred 
my  honorable  friend's  policy,  because  it 
proposed  to  make  the  cadet  system  compul- 
sCM-y,  as  I  had  advocated.  With  these  few 
remarks  I  shall  resume  my  seat,  but  if 
there  is  going  to  be  any  more  of  this  canting 
talk  I  should  like  to  speak  and  show  to  the 
people  of  Australia  what  the  Labour  Go- 
vernment are  in  regard  to  their  love  for 
the  Treasury  bench  and  the  sweets  of  office. 

Debate  (on  motion  by  Senator  Givens) 
adjourned      Digitized  by  GoOglc  •* 
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ADJOURNMENT. 
The  Labour  Fakty. 
Ikfotion  (by  Senator  Millen)  proposed — 

That  the  Senate  do  now  adjoun. 

Senator  \V.  RUSSELL  (South  Austra- 
lia) [9.39]. — In  the  speech  which  he  has 
just  delivered,  Senator  Dobson  stated  that 
he  is  prepared  to  discuss  the  policy  of  the 
Labour  Party  with  any  member  of  it.  As 
a  humble  member  of  the  patty,  I  accept  his 
challoige,  and  am  prepared  to  meet  him  in 
Tasmania  or  at  any  town  in  Australia.  It 
is  cowardly,  I  consider,  for  a  man  to  talk 
like  that,  and  not  to  have  the  courage  of 
his  convictions. 

Senator  Dobson. — I  am  prepared  to 
shake  hands  with  the  honorable  smator  on 
that  bargain,  and  I  will  pay  for  the  first 
hall  myself. 

Senator  W.  RUSSELL.— Oh,  no;  I 
want  to  pay  half,  because  I  recognise  that 
the  Labour  Party  will  receive  more  than 
half  the  benefit.  Of  course,  we  can  talk 
over  matters  of  detail  afterwards ;  but  I 
wish  it  to  be  understood  that  we  are  to 
discuss  the  pros  and  cons  of  the  Labour 
Party's  platform,  to  which  I  am  pledged. 

Senator  Dobson. — I  should  like  to  talk 
of  the  love  of  the  Labour  Party  for  office. 

Senator  W.  RUSSELL.— That  is  not  in 
our  platform,  and  it  has  nothing  to  do  with 
our  practice.  As  a  party,  we  stood  behind 
the  Dcakin  Government  for  a  number  of 
years,  and  assisted  them  to  carry  out  their 
platform,  the  gieater  part  of  which  was 
our  own.  Whenever  we  wanted  to  get 
anything  special,  and  approached  Senator 
Best,  if  we  could  assure  him  how  the  num- 
bers were,  we  were  pretty  sure  of  him.  But 
we  got  tired  of  that  sort  of  thing.  We  did 
not  gain  much  advantage  from  it,  because 
Mr.  Deakin  was  discredited  in  South  Aus- 
tralia, and  had  no  followers  there  until  the 
fusion  took  place. 

Senator  Millen. — Would  the  honorable 
senator  mind  telling  me  how  Senator  Best 
managed  things? 

Senator  W.  RUSSELL.— I  am  not 
going  to  tell  an  en«ny  of  Senator  Be^ 
But,  before  I  sit  down,  I  wish  to  say  this 
of  the  New  Protection :  If  I  had  known 
before  what  I  know  now,  the  Tariff  would 
have  been  different  from  what  it  is.  I  was 
misled  by  the  Deakin  Government  in  re- 
ference to  the  New  Protection.  I  told  my 
constituents  that  I  would  suppwt  the  New 
"-otection  principle.  I  was  milled  time 
•  time.     For  that  reuson  I  can  never 


forgive  the  Deakin  Government.  If  an 
occasion  arises  again  when  the  Tariff  is 
opened,  I  shall  see,  so  far  as  my  votes  so, 
that  the  farmers  ajid  the  working  classe> 
get  scxne  benefit  from  the  higher  duties^  as 
well  as  the  manufacturers.  It  was  Senator 
Best  who  misled  me  and  others,  and  who 
failed  to  do  his  duty.  More  shame  to 
him,  and  the  party  that  supported  him.  I 
should  have  been  afraid  to  face  the  electors 
if  we  had  not  turned  the  Dcakin  Govern- 
ment out. 

Questiffli  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Seoate  adjourned  at  g.45  p.ni. 


^oiisc  of  ivcprrsrntatibrs. 

Thursday^  24  June,  igo<^. 


Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  3.30 
p.m.,  and  read  prayers. 

NEWSPAPER  REPORTS  OF 
DEBATES. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— In  the  interest  of 
the  people  of  the  Commonwealth,  who,  I 
believe,  wish  to  read  true  reports  of  the 
proceedings  of  Parliament,  I  ask  you,  Mr. 
Speaker,  which  of  two  reports  of  some- 
thing which  took  place  in  this  Chamber 
yesterday,  both  appearing  in  to-day's  Age^ 
is  correct.  In  its  leading  article  the 
journal  says  that  a  request  made  by  the 
Prime  Minister  had  nerer  been  refused  be- 
fwe,  and  that  yesterday  it  was  refused; 
while,  am<xig  its  political  commits  in  an- 
other column,  it  states  that  the  leave  he 
asked  for  was  granted. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  gen- 
tleman will  see  that  I  have  nothing  to  do 
with  the  reports  which  appear  in  the  press. 

OLD-AGE  PENSIONS. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— The  Invalid  and 
Old-age  Pennons  Act  provides  that,  upon 
the  issue  of  a  proclamati(»i,  females  cn-er 
the  age  of  sixty  years  may  be  paul  pen- 
sions. Is  it  the  intentim  of  the  Go\%m- 
ment  to  issue  such  a  proclamation,  and,  if 
so,  when? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— The  question  will  be 
dealt  with  when  the  Amending  Bill,  now 
on  the  notice-paper,  is  being  proceedeil 
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AISTRALIAX  MEN  OF  LETTERS 
FUND. 

^t^.  FOWLER. — It  was  stated  recently 
h  .n  Australian  magazine  that  the  children 
"!  A  gifted  Australian  poetess,  who  went 
•o  Er^Lind  a  few  years  befwe  her  death, 
a:  -  now  in  an  English  workhouse.  Will 
•.'.t  Prime  Minister  inquire  whether  this  is 
<.  and.  if  the  statenent  is  correct,  will 
grant  a  sum  to  rescue  these  childrm 

m  their  positicm  ? 

Mr.  DEAKIX.— I  shall  inquire  into  the 
rttcr. 

PAPER. 

^fr.  DEAKIX  laid  upon  the  table  the 
:    -jwin^  paper  :  — 

N.>^^'iii',n  Rill — Further  correspondence  (a7th 
\    -tntvr.  looS,  to  iKt  Marrh,  1909),  between 
l'r"a<-  Minister  and  the  Secretarjr  of  State 
■  ■  lie  Colonics. 

MOTION'    OF    WANT  OF 
CONFIDENCE. 

Mt.  FISHER  (Wide  Bay)  [2.35]— I 
rr-ne — 

'ihaX  the  Government  does  not  possess  the 
'^.f.Jme  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Hall. — I  submit  that  the  motion 
N  no!  in  order.  I  raise  the  pcant  now  to 
'■  vient  its  being  taken  perhaps  three  or 
i  'a  d.iys  hence,  when,  if  it  were  upheld, 

much  time  would  have  been  wasted, 
^-'inding  order  21  says — - 

N"'  boiiness   except   of  a  formal  character 
■      be  entered  upon  before  the  Address-in- 
• '  Jf  to  the  Coremor-Ceneral's  opeaing  speech 
hem  adopted. 

T..:  Ad.Iress-in-Replv  to  His  Excellency's 
•ning  speech  has  not  been  adopted;  the 
'i;>russ:on  of  a  motion  for  its  adoption  was 
'  riftiimed  last  night.      I  submit  that  the 
business  which  can  be  taken  before 
:  :  motion  is  dealt  with  must  be  of  a 
i^Jr-ly  formal  character.    The  motion  just 
"  ■.--d  is  obviouslv  not  a  formal  one.  I 
J  aware  that,  according  to  May,  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  also  in  the  Cana- 
Parliament,  it  is  permissible  to  move 
motion  of  this  kind  before  the  adopti(»i 
an  Address-in-Rf'ply.      But  our  first 
■'  'iiling  order  declares'that — 

_  Ii  iV.  fises  not  provided  for  hereinafter,  or 
•  -ewionil  or  other  orders,  resort  shall  be  had 
'■  'he  rulr,,  forms,  and  practice  of  the  Com- 
'  -I    Hott«  of   the    Imperial    Parliamei  t  of 
'■'     B">--"o  and  Ireland  in  force  at  the  time 
rhe   a*!opt.OD  of   these  •orders,  which  sHall 
'  MUmr,l  as  far  as  thev  can  be  applied  to 
'  ['foceediass  of  the  KTouse  of  Kepresenta- 


The  case  with  which  we  are  now  dealing 
is  provided  for  under  standing  order  21, 
and  I  submit  that,  as  the  moticm  just 
moved  does  not  come  under  the  heading 
of  formal  business,  it  cannot  be  proceeded 
with  until  the  Address- in-Re ply  has  been 
adopted. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  mem- 
lier  was  kind  enough  to  tell  me,  shortly 
before  the  meeting  of  the  House,  that  he 
intended  to  take  this  action,  and  I  am 
obliged  to  him  for  his  courtesy.  But 
Ijefore  he  saw  me  I  had  considered  the 
point,  and  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that, 
as  it  is  by  no  means  unusual,  during  the 
discussion  of  motions  for  the  adoption  of 
an  Address- in-RepIy,  to  debate  and  de- 
termine the  fate  of  a  Go\emroent, 
this  motion  is  on  all  fours  with  such 
procedure.  If  I  were  to  so  interpret 
standing  order  2X  as  to  prohibit  the 
putting  of  this  motion  for  the  discusuon 
of  the  administratim  and  polky  of  the 
Gm'emment.  I  should  have  had  to  similarly 
prohibit  the  putting  of  the  motion  moved 
by  the  Prime  Minister  yesterday  for  the 
purpose  of  setting  forth  the  Ministerial 
programme.  Notwithstanding  standing 
order  21,  the  motion  just  moved  is  in  order, 
in  accordance  with  the  practice  which  we 
have  followed  since  the  first  meeting  of  this 
Parliament. 

Mr.  FISHER.— The  motion  which  I 
have  submitted  is,  as  you,  sir,  have  rightly 
ruled,  couched  in  the  fom  usually 
adopted  on  occasions  such  as  these.  I  be- 
lieve that  it  would  have  covered  the  ground 
better  had  it  set  fcvth  that  in  the  opini{»i 
of  honorable  members,  the  Government  hot 
only  do  not  possess  the  confidence  of  the 
House,  but  in  no  way  represent  the  majcM"ity 
of  the  people  of  Australia.  I  feel  it  to 
be  mv  public  dutv,  as  I  have  said  on  many 
platforms,  to  avail  myself  of  the  first  op- 
portunity— and  of  as  many  as  trffer  in  the 
ordinary  course  of  parliamentary  procedure 
— to  compel  the  Government  to  submit 
themselves  at  the  earliest  moment  to  the 
electors. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — Perhaps  they  will  oblige 
the  Opposition. 

Mr.  FISHER.— It  is  a  matter  of  in- 
difference to  me,  politically  or  otherwise, 
but  it  is  of  the  highest  importance  that  the 
integrity  and  the  public  prcwnises  of  public 
men  should  be  obser%'ed  in  this  House.  We 
find  allied  on  the  Treasury  bench,  and  sit- 
ting behind  the  Government,  a  number  of 
honorable  members  who  went  to  the  country 
on  diametrically  opposite  pr(%ramme5,  and 
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who  made  absolutely  different  promises  to 
their  constituents.  It  is  an  aggregation  of 
honorable  members  that  cannot  be  justified 
cm  the  ground  of  public  policy.  Even  the 
right  honorable  member  for  East  Sydney 
stated,  when  leader  of  a  party  in  this 
House,  that  coalitions  were  immoral,  and 
could  be  justified  only  on  the  ground  of 
national  emergency  or  dangCT. 

Mr.  Johnson.— Surely  such  an  emer- 
gency now  exists. 

Mr.  FISHER.— The  only  national 
danger  now  existing  is  that  entertained  in 
the  minds  of  honorable  members  opposite, 
who  are  afraid  of  losing  their  seats  if  they 
go  before  the  electees. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^That  is  very  rough 
on  the  honorable  member's  own  side. 

Mr.  FISHER. — Honorable  members  on 
this  side  of  the  House,  I  venture  to  say, 
will  speak  for  themselves,  and  will  vote  for 
a  declaration  that  will  enable  the  Parlia- 
ment to  be  dissolved,  and  the  people 
of  Australia  to  be  OHisulted  regarding  the 
oombination  that  has  now  been  brought  into 
existence.  I  feel  that  in  making  such  a 
statonent,  I  am  in  no  way  exaggerating 
the  facts.  It  is  a  grave  reflecticxi  an  the 
Prime  Minister  and  leading  members  of  his 
Government  that  on  the  very  threshold  of 
the  existence  of  the  Commonwealth  they 
should  have  l^ought  about  an  unholy  com- 
binaticm  to  protect,  not  the  interests  of  the 
public,  but  their  own  seats.  Honorable 
members  opposite  have  declared  they 
should  not  be  expected  to  ctmtinue  to 
support  principles  in  which  they  be- 
lieve, if  at  the  same  time  they  run 
the  risk  of  losing  their  seats.  In  other 
wcffds,  they  have  asked,  "  Why  should  we 
do  that  which  we  have  prranised  to  do 
while  our  seats  may  be  in  danger?"  That 
is  not  the  positicm  which  an  honOTable  mem- 
ber  should  take  up,  espedally  when  we  are 
only  on  the  threshold  of  tHe  existence  of 
this  young  CommcMiwealth. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson.  —  I  should 
think  that  if  the  electors  did  not  agree 
with  their  views  their  seats  would  be  in 
danger. 

Mr.  FISHER.-^Exactly.  I  have  lived 
long  enough  in  public  life  to  have  heard 
hurled  at  the  party  to  which  I  belong  the 
taunts  of  those  who  are  so  fortunate  as  to 
have  behind  than,  not  only  a  majority,  but 
all  tlie  influence  of  the  press  and  all  the 
influence  that  mcxiey  and  monopoliei 
can  give.  I  have  heard  honOTable  members 
in  such  circumstances  asking  the  members  of 
""r  party,  "  Why  not  consent  to  go  before 


the  electors?"  Why  is  that  attitude  not 
taken  up  now  ?  Why  is  it  that  a  body  of 
honorable  members  who  can  claim  the  sup- 
port of  the  metropolitan,  and  of  a  great 
proportion  of  the  country  press — who  ha\e 
behind  them  all  the  great  landed  interests 
and  ail  the  influence  of  monopolies  and  of 
monied  power — instead  of  being  anxious 
to  have  the  new  combination  consummated 
by  a  verdict  of  the  electors,  desire  to  fol- 
low their  own  devices?  Why  do  they  wish 
to  proceed  with  a  mere  policy  of  negation 
— a  policy  of  ' '  diddle, ' '  to  keep  themselves 
in  power  for  a  little  time,  during  which 
they  may  endeavour  to  smooth  o\er  their 
difficulties?  Only  yesterday,  some  of  11.S, 
with  the  greatest  courtesy  to  the  Prime  Min- 
ister, consented  to  his  request  that  he 
should  have  leave  to  make  a  statement  to 
the  House. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — We  granted  his  re- 
quest without  any  demur,  and  the  Age  litd 
about  us. 

Mr.  FISHER.— We  agreed  ■  to  that 
request  on  the  understanding  that  the 
statement  would  be  debated,  in  accordance 
with  the  ordinary  practice.  It  was  our  de- 
sire, not  only  that  I,  as  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sititm,  and  the  honorable  member  for 
Hume,  as  the  leader  of  another  party  on 
this  side  of  the  House,  should  be  allowed 
to  speak  to  the  motion,  but  that  it  should 
be  open  to  debate  bv  honorable  members 
generally.  What  followed?  The  right 
honorable  member  for  Swan  smiles.  The 
Prime  Minister  read  a  document — a  cop\* 
of  which  I  hold  in  my  hand — without  .1 
word  of  explanation,  and,  although  that 
action  was  entirely  contrary  to  the  Standing 
Orders,  no  one  took  excepticm  to  it. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cooft. — The  h(»iorabIe 
member  fot  Hume,  when  a  Minister,  used 
to  read  his  speeches. 

Mr.  FISHER.— Is  th.it  the  best  de- 
fence that  can  be  made  by  the  Minister 
of  Defence?  I  make  no  complaint  of  the 
Prime  Minister  having  been  permitted  to 
read  his  statement,  for  there  are  times 
when,  in  my  opinion,  privileges  should  be 
granted  to  the  leader  of  any  party.  If  it 
was  necessary  in  the  opinion  of  the  Cabinet 
to  so  tie  down  the  Prime  Minister  that  he 
could  not  utter  a  irord  beyond  the  state- 
ment that  had  been  written  for  him,  bv 
all  means  let  him  read  that  statemoit,  and 
so  protect  the  other  members  of  his  Min- 
istry.  , 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Every  one  knows 
that  the  Prime  Klinister  couTd  jk*.  sibak  fur 


himself. 
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Mr.  FISHER. — It  was  a  question,  not 
of  the  Prime  Minister  speaking  for  him- 
self, but  rather  of  the  desirableness  of  his 
submitting  a  statement  that  had  been  pre- 
pared for  him  by  the  Cabinet,  so  that  he 
dared  not  go  beyond  it  by  offering  even 
a  word  6f  explanation.  It  was  the 
first  time  in  my  'parliamentary  experience 
that  a  Ministerial  statement  had  been  sub- 
mitted in  that  way.  If  I  may  be  permitted 
to  use  a  phrase  employed  in  the  public 
press,  I  may  describe  it  as  a  policy  speech 
made  on  behalf  of  the  Deakin-Cook  Minis- 
try.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  it  was 
a  policy  speech,  and  a  more  vague  state- 
ment on  grave  matters  of  national  concern 
has  never  been  submitted  in  any  Parlia- 
ment. But  that  is 'a  matter  that  can  be 
well  left  on  one  side.  During  the  n^cent 
adjournment  of  the  House,  the  Govern- 
ment took  a  step  which  was  not  ju.stifiable 
from  a  constitutional,  parliamentary,  Aus- 
tralian, or  Imperial  point  of  view.  The 
Prime  Minister  was  interrogated  regarding 
the  views  of  the  Coalition  Government  on 
the  question  of  presenting  a  Dreadpought 
to  Great  Britain  during  the  adjournment, 
but  he  declined  to  say  "  yes"  or  "  no  "  on 
that  question.  He  had  stated  emphatically 
on  many  platfonns  in  the  country  that  a 
Dreadnought  must  be  presented  to  Great 
Britain.  No  <xie  could  make  any  complaint 
about  that,  for  he  is  entitled,  as  every  other 
honorable  member  is,  to  express  his  opinion. 
If  any  one  is  entitled  to  do  so,  he  should 
be,  because  of  his  long  parliamentary  ex- 
perience, the  beauty  of  his  language,  the 
clearness  of  expression  that  he  is  a  master 
of,  and  that  genial  character  which  permits 
him  to  do  things  and  be  excused  for  them 
that,  perhaps,  no  other  honorable  member 
in  the  House  would  be  excused  for.  He 
may  express  any  view  that  he  pleases,  and 
at  that  time  he'  emphatically  stated  to  the 
country  that  a  Dreadnought  must  be  pre- 
sented to  the  Mother  Country.  If,  then, 
he  was  clear  on  that  point,  he  ought  to  have 
stated,  in  answer  to  the  question  to  which 
I  have  referred,  not  only  out  of  courtesy, 
but  from  a  sense  of  public  duty,  that  it 
was  the  intention  of  the  Government  to 
make  such  a  presentation. 

Mr.  HuTcmsoN. — He  never  was  clear 
on  anything. 

Mr.  FISHER.— That  is  not  my  point. 
My  point  is  that  the  Minister  of  Defence, 
the  honcn-able  member  for  North  Sydney, 
and  a  number  of  others  complained  of  the 
action  of  the  Government  of  which  I  had 
the  honour  to  be  the  head  in  deciding,  in 
['3] 


February  last,  on  what  we  considered 
ample  evidence,  to  order  three  torpedo-boat 
destroyers  for  the  nucleus  of  an  Australian 
Navy. 

Mr.  DucALD  Thouson. — After  a  pro- 
mise was  given  to  the  House  that  that 
□KMiey  was  not  to  be  used  without  Parlia- 
ment being  consulted. 

Mr.  FISHER.— I  am  under  no  obliga- 
tion for  a  promise  of  that  kind.  I  gave  no 
such  undertaking.  I  said,  Avhen  the  ques- 
tion was  being  discussed,  that  that  vote 
was  an  earnest  of  the  intention  of  Australia 
to  proceed  with  its  own  defence.  What 
happened  ?  The  amateur  critics  ot  the  Go- 
vernment at  that  time  stated  that  our  pro- 
position was  bad  so  far  as  regards  adminis- 
trative procedure,  and  that  the  policy  itself 
was  faulty.  They  said  that  we  were  not 
proceeding  on  right  lines  to  provide  for  an 
Australian  Navy.  They  persisted  wiUi 
those  arguments  for  a  few  days,  until  a 
scare  arose  in  Great  Britain  through  a  dif- 
ference of  opinion  in  the  Imperial  Cabinet 
as  to  whether  there  should  be  a  big  or  a 
little  Navy.  Then  the  very  members  who 
were  criticising  the  Government  for  taking 
action  in  a  case  where  we  had  the  actual 
money  in  hand  to  carry  out  our  proposal  to 
construct  those  boats,  turned  round  and 
asked  the  Government  to  join  with  others 
in  proffering  a  Dreadnought  to  Great  Bri- 
tain without  parliamentary  authority,  and 
so  incurring  a  financial  obligation  of  not 
less  than  ;£2,ooo,ooo.  Where  is  the  con- 
sisteiKy  there?  Large  meetings  were  held 
here,  attended  by  people  who,  from 
patriotic  motives  no  doubt,  considered  it 
necessary  to  rush  to  the  aid  of  the  Mother 
Country  with  their  advice.  Those  meet- 
ings carried  resolutions  denouncing  the  Go- 
vernment, and  myself  particularly,  because 
we  were  not  inclined  to  take  of  the  situation 
in  Great  Britain  the  hysterical  view  that 
they  took.  But  as  soon  as  that  spasmodic 
feeling  had  subsided  or  been  allayed, 
the  present  Government  of  all  the 
tal^its,  with  seven  lawyers  out  of  ten 
— two  solicitors,  and  five  barristers— came 
along  and  said,  "  During  a  short  adjourn- 
ment of  Parliament  we  shall  promise  to  the 
Mother  Country  a  Dreadnought  or  its  equi- 
valent as  a  gi  f  t  f  rom  t  he  A  u  stra  Han 
Nation.'*  It  is  not  usual  for  a  gift  to  be 
promised  in  that  form.  When  the  first 
hysterical  outburst  took  place  it  was,  in 
the  words  of  many  of  them,  to  be  "a 
DreadnougH  or  nothing."  Because  I  said 
at  the  time,  in  answer  tofTh&.demip4  that 
we   should   ^loiM^^&^^WSi'tht  on 
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l)ehalf  of  the  Australian  people,  that  tliat 
ivas  not  a  policy,  but  a  mere  spectacular  dis- 
plav,  one  leader  of  religious  -hought  in  this 
city  stated  at  one  of  the  public  meetings 
that  my  refusal  to  speak  on  behalf  of  the 
Australian  people  was  "  cheered  in  Ber- 
'.'m"  \  That  is  an  instance  of  the  state  of 
nind  of  certain  Melbnorne  ])eople  when  the 
natter  ivas  being  discussed.  Then,  after 
.1  dead  calm,  after  it  had  t  een  discorered 
that  the  feeling  of  alarm  in  Great  Britain 
had  been  allayed,  that  the  parties  there 
knew  tliat  it  was  only  a  political  move,  and 
when  i t  was  absol utel y  establ ished  that 
Grtat  Uritain  was  net  in  danger,  but  was 
happilv  able  lo  successfully  rebuft  any 
entmv  that  might  attack  her  shores,  the 
present  Government  of  the  Commonwealth, 
without  the  authoritv  of  Parliament,  and 
against  all  constitutional  usage  and  con- 
siitutional  principles,  virtaally  pledged  this 
country  to  a  gift  rqual  in  value  to 
^j, 000,000.  They  did  that  without  the 
authority  of  Parliament,  although  Parlia- 
ment was  in  session.  There  are  times  when 
such  acts  might  be  justified,  but  this  is  not 
one  of  them.  There  was  no  urgency,  and 
the  matter  ought  to  have  lieen  submitted  to 
Parliament.  It  appears  to  me  that  the  Go- 
vernment acted  mare  like  children  than 
leaders  of  a  great  country  like  this.  Ap- 
pTrently  thev  said — "  We  promised  to  do 
it,  and  we  shall  do  it.  We  shall  keep  our 
promise  whether  it  is  constitutional  or  not." 
The  Prime  Minister,  even  if  he  was  under 
certain  restrictions  yesterday,  might  very 
well  have  outlined  in  a  little  clearer  language 
what  the  Government  meant  by  "an  equi- 
valent." The  preceding  Government  had 
an  actual  policy  on  the  question  of  ivival 
defence,  and  the  Prime  Minister  must,  by 
looking  at  the  documents,  know  exactly 
nhai  that  ])olicv  is.  Matters  of  that  kind 
should  not  be  discussed  in  public,  and  cer- 
tainly negotiations  between  the  Imperial 
authorities  and  a  young  Commonwealth 
like  this  ought  not  to  be  made  public,  for 
party  purposes.  I  am  glad  to  see  that  the 
Minister  of  Defence  agrees  with  that  view. 
What,  then,  was  the  statement  made  re- 
:;arding  the  reception  by  the  Imperial  Go- 
vernment of  the  proffer  of  a  Dreadnouglii 
or  its  equivalent?  Fot  three  days  the  press 
of  Australia  announced  that  the  Home 
Government  had  received  the  offer  with 
many  thanks  and  great  enthusiasm  for  our 
loyalty  in  support  of  the  Mother  Country. 
Then  it  was  quietly  intimated  in  one  of  the 
Sydney  papers  that  the  reply  of  the  Im- 
. serial  Government  was  not  nearly  so  en- 
Mr.  Fisher. 


thuslastic  as  the  press  had  been  previously 
htd  to  believe. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — I  suppose  it  was  all 
arranged. 

Mr.  FISHER.— Whether  it  w.as  all  ar- 
ranf^eil  or  not,  the  reply  is  now  in  the  hands 
of  tiie  people ;  and  what  did  it  mean  ?  It 
meant  that  the  Imperial  Goverrunent  would 
l;e  glad  to  consider  the  matter  at  the  pend- 
ing Imf)erial  C(»iference.  The  Prime  Minis- 
ter agrt^s  as  to  that ;  and  now  I  ask  what 
advantage  was  to  be  got  except  a  p)olitical 
display  for  the  advantage  of  a  party  that 
was  on  its  last  legs,  and  desired  to  keep  on 
the  road  long  enough  to  get  over  their  tem- 
porarv  difficultv  ?  I  feel  that  the  action  of 
the  Government  has  done  great  injury  to 
the  development  of  national  feeling  in  the 
Common  wcaltii.  The  Government  have 
taken  aw,Tv  the  mind  of  young  Australians 
from  their  own  defence  and  turned  it  to 
the  defence  of  the  Mother  Countrv,  where 
help  is  not  nearlv  so  much  required  as  it  is 
here.  They  have  indioated  to  the  vouth 
of  Australia  that  we  are  not  competent  to 
defend  this  country,  as  the  citizens  of  the 
United  Kingdom  defend  their  country.  In 
the  position  I  occupied  at  the  time,  and  as 
a  former  citizen  of  the  Old  World,  I  had 
imperishable,  loving  recollections  of  the 
Mother  Country  ;  and  it « would,  indeed, 
have  been  a  delight  to  myself  to  present  a 
Drcaduought,  h:^d  I  thought  such  action  of 
service  to  the  Empire  and  Australia.  But 
the  Government  felt  with  me  that  to  present 
a  Dreadnoufi^ht  would  not  heln  the  British 
Empire,  and  would  certainlv  do  a  grave  in- 
jurv  to  the  defences  of  Australia. 

Dr.  Carty  Salmon. — And  lose  the  sup- 
port of  the  outside  Labour  organizations  ! 

Mr.  FISHER.— That  may  be  the  idea 
of  the  honorable  member. 

Dr.  Wilson. — It  is  the  ideq  of  a  cood 
manv  others  ! 

Mr.  FISHER.— The  suggestion  is  not 
worthv  of  the  gallant  member  in  this  Hou.'se. 
and,  if  he  were  elsewhere,^  only  one  word 
would  be  a  suitable  reply.  The  haiorable 
member  does  not  know  what  ccmrage  is.  I 
have  stood  against  organizations  again  and 
again,  and  I  did  net  wait  until  the 
organizations  were  consulted — I  did  not 
wait  a  day  or  an  hour,  because  I  knew 
exactly  my  position  on  the  questiwi.  This 
was  an  hysterical  movement  from  the  be- 
ginning—a party  move  from  the  «ry 
initiation,  both  in  Great  Britain  and  here. 

Mr.  BowDEN. — The  honorable  member 
made  it  a  party  question  ffom  the  begin- 
ning. Digitized  by  CiOOgle 
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Mr.  FISHER.— Did  I?  I  never  made, 
nor  shall  I  ever  make,  the  defence  of  the 
Empire  or  of  Australia  a  party  matter. 
When  we  find  men  who  have  honoured 
names  in  the  Commonwealth,  truckling  to 
a  little  spasmodic,  hysterical  fear,  born, 
in  the  first  instance,  perhaps  of  a  reason- 
able patriotic  wish  to  help  the  llother 
Country,  we  may  despair  of  some  of  them 
ever  talung  a  national  view.  May  I  remind 
the  honorable  member  for  Laanecoorie 
that,  fn^vious  to  this  outburst,  the  Labour 
Government  had  announced  a  programme 
that  meant  the  construction  of  our  own 
flotilla,  after  the  first  three  vessels  had 
been  sent  out,  and  the  training  of  our  own 
people.  At  the  very  time  that  so  much 
anxiety  was  shown  to  present  a  Dread- 
nought  we  could  not  provide  arms  and 
ammunition,  nor  find  sufiicient  money  to 
permit  the  cadets  to  go  into  camp.  After 
eight  years  of  another  Government,  that 
was  the  state  of  the  defences ;  and  I  may 
remind  the  honcnrable  member  that  he  was 
a  supporter  of  that  Government.  At  the 
present  moment,  the  expenditure  fer  capita 
on  the  defences  of  Australia  is  only  id. 
per  head  more  than  it  was  twenty  years 
ago  in  the  aggregate  of  the  States ;  and  yet 
we  have  this  defence  question  discussed 
again  and  again,  and  we  are  told 
that  Austral  ia  is  in  danger.  What 
were  the  reasons  given  for  of- 
fering a  Dreadnought  I  The  first 
in  the  minds  of  the  people  was,  perhaps, 
that  Great  Britain  was  in  need  of  such 
assistance.  But  I  am  happy  to  say  that, 
financially.  Great  Britain  is  in  the  best 
position  in  the  world;  and  there  wc  find 
larger  accommodation  for  building  vessels 
and  other  machines  of  destruction  than  can 
be  found  elsewhere.  There  we  find  tens  of 
thousands  of  mechanics  capable  of  con- 
structing these  engines  of  warfare,  ami 
desirous  of  being  so  employed  j  and  that  is 
the  country  to  which  it  was  suggested  Aus- 
tralia, without  any  defence  machinery  at 
all,  should  offer  a  gift,  borrowing  the 
money  frcxn  her  in  order  to  do  sa 

Dr.  Cabty  Salmon.- — The  same  argu- 
ment was  used  against  sending  men  to 
South  Africa. 

Mr.  FISHER.— Was  it?  There  are 
men  on  this  side,  as  well  as  opposite,  who 
did  not  merely  talk  about  going  to  South 
Africa,  but  went  there  j  although  I  under- 
stand that  everybody  who  promised  to  go 
did  not  do  so.  That,  however,  has  nothing  to 
do  with  me.  Why  was  this  gift  said  to  be 
necessarv?    It  was  said  to  be  necessary 


to  prove  our  loyalty  to  the  Mother  Coun- 
try. Is  there  a  single  member  here  or  of 
the  community  who  believes"  that?  A 
loyalty  that  has  to  be  buttressed  with  gifts^ 
is  not  a  loyalty  to  rely  on. 

Mr.  Hans  Irvine.— It  was  the  gift  of 
gratitude. 

Mr.  FISHER.—It  would  be,  if  we  hac 
the  gift  to  bestow;  but  where  would  wt 
seek  the  monejs  to  provide  the  gift?  Tht 
people  who  advocated  the  presentation  oi 
a  Dreadnought  suggested  that  we  should 
borrow  the  money  from  the  Mother  Country 
for  the  purpose;  but  surely  that  is  not  : 
state  of  affairs  to  be  desired  ? 

Mr.  Frazer. — Did  not  the  Treasurer 
say  that  we  need  not  worry  about  tin 
money  until  we  knew  whether  the  yifi 
would  be  accepted  ? 

Mr.  FISHER.— It  was  not  the  Treasurer 
who  said  that.  If  the  Minister  of  De- 
fence were  here  I  should  comment  upon  tht 
fact  that  when  he  announced  the  intentioi 
to  present  a  Dreadnought,  the  newspaper 
reporter  asked  him  where  it  was  proposecl  tt 
find  the  money.  I  can  imagine  the  honor 
able  gentleman,  with  a  wave  of  the  hand, 
saying,  "  That  is  a  matter  for  consideratior 
afterwiirds."  A  number  of  people  think 
that  the  (bnger  to  Great  Britain  is  in  tht 
North  Sea;  but,  as  is  always  the  case  ir 
international  and  diplomatic  affairs,  no  rnf 
can  say  where  the  next  trouble  will  arise, 
because  such  trouble  breaks  out  in  most 
unexpected  places.  Here  we  are  in  Aus- 
tralia, without  a  single  ship  or  gun  to  en- 
able us  to  defend  ourselves  against  our  near 
neighbours.  We  are  forty  days  from  the 
aid  of  the  great  British  Fleet,  whereas  with 
our  own  fleet  and  means  to  construct  ves 
sela,  we  should  be  able  to  make  some  kinc 
of  defence  on  our  own  account.  Some  oi 
the  ships  we  have  here  are  absolutely  out  ol 
date,  while  the  armament  is  obsolete  anc" 
useless ;  and  yet,  before  we  begin  to  pro- 
vide ships  for  our  own  men,  we  are  askec 
to  make  a  gift  which  the  Mother  Countr> 
dees  not  need.  I  need  not  refer  to  tht 
land  defences,  because,  if  I  understand 
the  policy  of  the  Government,  it  is  some- 
what nearly  allied  to  that  announced  b\ 
Senator  Pearce,  as  Minister  of  Defence  oi 
the  previous  Government. 

Mr.  Deakin. — Just  as  that  is  allied  tc 
the  previous  scheme  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Richmond.' 

Mr.  FISHER.— If  the  Prime  Ministei 
claims  that  our  naval  defence  policy  is  hi^ 
policy,  I  challenge  his  statementi  I  wish 
to   direct   his  Dpbtdbykac&Q^ISie  yeai 
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1905,    when    the    question    was  raised 
on   the   discussion   of   a   proposal  for 
a    naval    subsidy.      I  and  others,^  who 
were  at  the  time  under  the  leadership  ot 
the  honorable  member  for  South  Sydney, 
then  declared  against  the  granting  of  a 
naval  subsidy   to  Great  Britain,  not  as 
wrong  in  itself,  but  because  we  thought 
chere  was  a  better  way  of  spending  the 
inonev,  by  providing  a  navy  of  our  own. 
The  honorable  member  for  South  Sydney, 
when  Prime  Minister  in  1904,  submitted  a 
scheme  for  an  Australian  Navv,  and  when 
ihe  present  Prime  Minister  said  that  that 
was  a   policy   which  he  had  previously 
■  ■nunciated,  the  honorable  member  for  South 
Svdnev  challenged  the  statement,  and  said 
chat  the  only  naval  policy  which  the  hon- 
irable  member  for  Ballarat  had  engaged 
limself  to  was  the  sending  out  from  Great 
Britain  of  a  second  or  third  class  obsolete 
•ruiser  for  the  training  of  our  own  men. 
If  he  doubts  my  statement,  let  him  lode 
it  the  Hansard  reports  of  the  debate.  The 
Honorary  Minister  has  been  interviewed  by 
1  representative  of  the  Melbourne  Herald 
regarding  his  views  on  naval  defence,  and 
Ehis  is  the  account  of  what  took  place, 
published  in  that  journal  on  the  loth  of 
this  month — 

"  In  regard  to  nav.il  defence,"  continued 
Colonel  Foxton,  "  every  Austratian  has  a 
natural  aspiration  to  see  his  country  make  a 
beginning  in  the  construction  of  a  local  navy. 
In  the  fullness  of  time  Australia  may  be  able 
to  boast  that  she  has  a  navy  which  must  be 
taken  into  account  by  other  nations.  That,  as 
I  have  said,  is  a  national  aspiration." 

He  was  asked  by  the  reporter — 

You  would  continue  the  subsidy  to  Great 
Britain  at  the  same  time  as  the  Australian 
Navy  is  being  built  up? 

To  that  the  honorable  member  is  reported 
to  have  replied — 

Seeing  that  the  subsidy  we  are  paying 
<;f200,ooo  a  year)  is  such  a  small  one  in  com- 
parison with  the  immense  expenditure  of  th< 
Mother  Country  on  her  Navy,  and  is  really 
of  very  little  consequence,  aa  has  been  fre- 
quently said  by  leading  British  statesmen  in 
Great  Britain,  'I  think  we  could  better  serve 
the  interests  of  the  Empire  by  turning  our 
attention  to  the  building  up  of  our  Navy. 
There  are  reasons,  however,  why  a  subsidy 
should  be  continued,  and  I  would  not  ■  for  a 
moment  reduce  the  present  amount  which  we 
pay.    I  would  rather  increase  it. 

In  conclusion,  he  says  that  he  would  bring 
theje  two  forces  together  in  one  harmonious 
whole,  under  one  supreme  command.  I 
understand  that  the  Prime  Minister  has 
challenged  that  position.  The  gentlwnan 
who  is  to  represent  the  Government  at  the 
forthcoming  Defence  Conference  has  stated 
mr.  Fisher. 


that  the  Australian  Navy,  in  his  opinion, 
is  to  be  under  Imperial  command  at  all 
times.  At  any  rate,  that  is  the  view  takm 
by  a  leader  writer  of  the  Her<dd,  who 

says — 

On  the  command  question,  cluef  of  allf 
Senator  Pearce  is  in  perfect  accord  with  Mr. 
Deakin.   while   apparently   Colonel   Foxton  is 

not. 

Mr.  McDonald.— The  Agt  has  said  the 

same  thing. 

Mr.  FISHER. — I  mention  the  matter 
now  so  that  the  Prime  Minister  may  tell  us 
whether  the  Admiralty  is  to  have  absolute 
control  of  the  Australian  Navy  at  all  times, 
or  whether  this  Navy  is  to  be  owned, 
manned,  and  cOTtrolled  by  our  own  pec^le, 
except  in  certain  emergencies.  I  should 
like  him  to  say  what  the  position  is. 

Mr.  Crouch. — Does  the  honorable  mem- 
ber think,  that  the  Honorary  Minister  bas 
been  sent  to  the  Conference  to  make  definite 
arrangements?  Is  not  his  misaon  merely 
to  report  to  and  advise  us? 

Mr.  Hutchison. — We  do  not  know 
what  the  position  is. 

Mr.  FISHER.— The  Conference  is_  a 
secret  one.     I  agreed  with  the  Imperial 
authorities  that  it  should  be  secret,  and  do 
not  trespass  on  the  credulity  of  members 
when  I  say  that  the  Government  of  which  I 
was  head  had  some  little  share  in  the  ar- 
rangements for  it.     I  think  that  it  is  abso- 
lutely the  right  kind  of  Conference  for  the 
discussion  of  matters  affecting  defence. 
Such  matters  should  be  discussed  in  private, 
with  the  assistance  of  experts,  so  that  the 
defences  of  all  portions  of  the  Empire 
may  be  made  to  dove-tail  into  each  other, 
and  there  may  be  co-operation  in  times  of 
emergency.      I  do  not  think  it  necessary 
to  enlar^  further  on  this  matter,  and  ad- 
dress myself  now  to  one  of  the  first  admin- 
istrative   acts    of   the    new  Government. 
When   Ministers   came   into  power,  they 
found  that  some  of  the  defective  adminis- 
tration of  the  late  Deakin  Government  had 
been  remedied.      The  scandalous  system 
which  that  administration  permitted  to  con- 
tinue, under  which  large  us^s  of  the  tele- 
phone were  given  an  advantage  over  small 
users,  was  stopped.      But,  instead  of  re- 
maining firm  in  support  of  this  reform,  the 
new  Ministers  have  yielded  to  the  pressure 
brought  to  bear  by  deputations  from  Cham- 
bers of  Commerce,  the  Employers'  Federa- 
tion, led  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Fawkner,  and  the  newspapers.  Although 
the  Postmaster-General  Jit  first  said  that  be 
did  not  think  tt^^ebeykatOt]:^  testified  in 


Motion  of 


[24  June,  1909.]     Want  of  Confidence. 


365 


making  any  alteration,  the  Ministry  hauled 
down  its  colours  when  this  pressure  was 
brought  to  bear.  Every  one  must  admit 
that  the  flat  rate  system  favours  large  users 
of  the  telephone  at  the  expense  of  small 
users,  and  yet  the  Government  has  reverted 
to  that  system  to  all  intents  and  purposes. 
If  those  on  the  flat  rate  are  allowed  to 
choose  between  remaining  cm  that  rate  and 
becoming  toll  subscribers,  they  will  natur- 
ally consult  their  own  interests.  Where  a 
firm's  calls  are  very  num^ous  it  is  cheaper 
for  it  to  remain  on'  the  flat  rate  system,  but 
occasifHially  it  is  advantageous  to  change  to 
the  toll  system.  Therefore,  the  Govern- 
ment is  keeping  in  existence  a  mode  of 
charging  which  benefits  the  large  user  and 
penalizes  the  small  one.  Never  was  there 
a  more  flagrant  instance  of  yielding  to  pres- 
sure. That  pressure  was  brought  to  bear 
by  the  powerful  journalistic  and  monetary 
interests  which  made  the  present  combina- 
tion of  parties  possible,  and  Ministers  ac- 
rordindv  vielded  like  lambs.  How  dif- 
ferent  has  been  the  actioi  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  regard  to  another  matter.  For  six 
years  the  important  question  of  New  Pro- 
tection has  repeatedly  engaged  the  serious 
attention  of  this  House,  though  nearly 
wery  member  of  the  anti-Socialist  party 
has  spoken  of  the  scheme  put  forward  for 
the  protection  of  the  workers  as  a  madcap 
scheme.  How  has  the  present  Gmernment 
treated  the  matter?  Has  it  treated  it  as 
one  of  urgency? 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — How  did  the  honor- 
able member's  Go\'ernment  propose  to  treat 
it?  By  asking  for  a  dissolution,  which 
would  have  deferred  its  settlement  for 
three  years. 

Mr.  FISHER.— We  would  gladly  have 
appealed  to  the  country,  and  are  ready  to 
go  before  the  electors  now  or  at  any  time. 
Ministers  have  not  shown  the  readiness  to 
deal  with  New  Protection  which  they  ex- 
hibited when  pressed  by  the  Chambers  of 
Commerce,  the  Employers'  Federation,  and 
the  newspapers,  to  revert  to  the  old  tele- 
phone rates.  They  have  not  shown  any 
readiness  to  assist  the  workers,  notwith- 
standing the  solemn  pledge  aiven^bv  the 
last  Dc^in  Administrati(xi  when  the  Tariff 
was  under  consideration. 

Mr.  HXns  Irvine. — The  pledge  was 
given  by  the  honorable  member  for  Hume. 

Mr.  FISHER.— If  the  Government 
of  which  the  honorable  member  for  Hume 
was  a  Minister  did  not  intend  to  make  it- 
sel  f  responsible,  its  head  should  have 
stated  at  once  that  he  was  not  bound  by  it. 


It  would  not  be  honorable  for  the  Prime 
Minister  to  say  now,  "  I  am  not  committed 
to  the  promise  which  was  made." 

Mr.  Deakin. — Our  proposal,  involving 
an  alteration  of  the  Constitution,  was  laid 
upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Saupson. — ^The  Labour  Party  put 
out  of  ofBce  the  Deakin  Administration 
'which  had  made  that  proposal. 

Mr.  FISHER.— The  honorable  member 
is  anxious  to  secure  a  refuge  behind  the 
man  whom  a  short  time  ago  he  was  con- 
demning. I  have  heard  him  say  thinj^s 
about  the  late  Deakin  Administration  whic^ 
I  have  not  thought  it  necessary  to  say  my- 
self. The  reascms  why  that  Administra- 
tion left  office  are  to  be  found  in  Hansard. 
The  Prime  Minister  knows  the  facts,  so 
that  it  is  not  nece^ry  for  me  to  parade 
them  now.  The  public  statement  made  was 
so  full,  and  so  amply  covered  the  whole 
of  the  circumstances,  that  I  need  not  re- 
peat it.  I  wish  to  point  out,  however, 
the  agility  with  which  the  Government  are 
now  proposing  to  cater  for  the  big  inte- 
rests. In  1907  a  memorandum  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House  by  the  Deakin  Govern- 
ment, in  which  it  was  stated— 

Tbe  method  by  which  it  is  intended  to  secure 
the  payment  of  fair  and  reasonable  wages  is, 
as  already  indicated,  an  exercise  of  the  taxing 
power.  Excise  duties  will  be  imposed  on  cer- 
tain classes  of  goods,  which  enjoy  the  benefit 
of  a  sufiScient  protection,  and  an  exemption 
from  the  duties  so  imposed  will  then  be  made 
in  favour  of  those  in  the  manufacture  of  which 
fair  and  reasonable  wages  are  paid. 

Mr.    Deakin. — Then  the  High  Court 
declared  that  to  be  unomstitutional. 
Mr.  FISHER.— I  shall  be  glad  of  any 

correction  as  to  facts,  for  I  do  not  want 
any  misstatement  of  fact  to  occur.  My 
point  is  that  the  first  memorandum  issued 
by  the  Deakin  Government  proposed  the 
Excise  system  of  providing  for  the  payment 
of  fair  wages.  In  the  meantime,  the  em- 
ployes of  Mr.  McKay  took  proceedings  in 
the  Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Court, 
with  a  view  of  obtaining  an  award  provid- 
ing for  the  payment  of  better  wages  in  the 
harvester  industry.  The  case  came  before 
Mr.  Justice  Higgins,  who  made  an  award 
providing  for  a  scale  of  payments  consider- 
ably higher  than  had  been  observed  by 
Mr.  McKay.  The  Government  were  then 
called  upon  under  the  Excise  Act  relating 
to  the  manufacture  of  harvesters  to  collect 
Excise.  The  case,  however,  was  taken,  on 
appeal,  to  the  High  Court,  with  the  result 
that  the  award  made  by  Mr.  Justice 
Higgins  was  set  aside  on  the  ground  that 
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the  Act  was  unconstitutional.    Since  then  are  going  to  remedy  it  I  presume^  b^^^ 

p^cti^Uy  nothing  has  been  done.    A  new  in  g  such  action  as  wi    defer  indefinitely  the 

SIrandum  was^ubmitted  by  the  Deakm  settlement  of  the  matter 

Government,  but  they  did  practically  no-  Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— We  are  going  to 

thing  to  protect  the  employes.  The  workers  try  to  do  something,  and  not  merely  ta 

in  the  har\-ester  industry  were  called  upon  chatter  about  it. 

to  bear  the  expense  of  brinsing  their  case  j^j.  pISHER.— May    I    remind  the 

before  the  Court,  and  it  was  my  intention.  Minister  of  Defence  of  what  has  been  done 

as  Treasurer,  to  place  on  the  Estimates  an  jjjis  House  by  the  Labour  Party  ?  His 

item  to  repay  the  unions  the  expenses  so  interjection  shows  the  extent  of  his  intcl- 

incurred.    The  proceedinfjs  were  taken  to  le^tual  ability  to  deal  with  big  questions- 

r.f  tK*.  When  I  submitted  a  motion  some  time  ago. 


protect,  not  only  the  interests  of  the 
workers,  but  the  revenue  of  the  Common- 
wealth. Had  thev  been  successful.  Excise 
could  have  been  collected  from  the  firms 
who  had  violated  the  law,  and  therefore 
I  think  that  the  men  are  entitled  to  be 
recouped  their  exnenses.  Although  they 
failed  because  of  a  constitutional  flaw  m 
the  Act  to  secure  the  advantage  that  Par- 
liament intendetl  thev  should  receive,  the 
fact  remains  that,  as  the  result  of  their 
action,  Mr.  Justice  Higgins  laid  down  a 
new  charter  of  the  rights  of  the  toilers — 
a  charter  which  will  stand  for  all  time  as 
a  credit  to  him  and  to  Australia. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — A  new  charter  ! 
Mr.  FISHER.— It  may  suit  the  Minister 
of  Defence  to  smile. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  have  heard  this 
said  so  manv  times. 

Mr.  FISHER.— It   may  be   stated  a 
thousand  times  without  giving  cause  for 
jeers.     The   award   made  by  Mr.  Jus- 
tice Higgins  will  stand  for  all  time  as 
a  charter  of  the  rights  of  the  toilers,  and 
I  should  like  to  know  whether  there  is  in 
this  House  any  one  who  condemns  it.  The 
learned  Justice  declared  that  the  remunera- 
tion to  be  paid  to  the  workers  should  be 
sufficient  to  enable  them  to  keep  themselves, 
their  wives,  and  their  families  in  a  reason- 
able state  of  comfort  as  human  beings  liv- 
ing in  a  civilized  community.    Is  there  any 
objection  to  that  declaration  ?   Only  a  few 
days  ago,  Mr.  Justice  a'Becltett,  in  the 
Supreme   Court  of   Victoria,  was  called 
upwi  to  make  an  award  as  to  wages  under 
the  State  law.    He  said,  howerer,  that  the 
law  was  so  worded  as  to  prevent  his  con- 
sidering   anything   toore  than  the  wage 
necessary  for  the  subsistence  of  the  wwker 
himself.     However  m'Jch  he  might  desire 
to  do  so,  he  could   not,  in   making  the 
award,  take  into  considerition   what  was 
necessary  to  provide  for  the  maintenance  of 
a  man's  wife  and  family.    Surely  no  hon- 
orable member  desires  the  continuance  of 
such  a  state  of  affairs?    Do  the  present 
Government  propose  to  remedy  it?  They 


calling  upon  the  Government  of  the  day  to 
take  immediate  steps  for  the  payment  of 
old-age  pensions,  the  honorable  member 
spoke  of  the  motion  in  the  most  off-hand 
and  contemptuous  way,  declaring  that  noth- 
ing could  be  done— that  I  was  ^ply 
submitting  a  display,  motion,  as  nothing 
could  eventuate,  he  said,  until  1910. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— And  had  the  mat- 
ter been  left  to  the  honorable  member  noth- 
ing would  have  been  done. 

Mr.  FISHER.— A  few  weeks  later, 
when  the  terms  of  my  resolution  had  been 
carried  into  effect,  the  honorable  member 
made  a  diametrically  opposite  statement. 
Such  is  the  record  of  the  honorable  member, 
who,  in  the  Coalition  Government,  is 
"equal  in  all  things"  with  the  Prune 
Minister.  I  come  now  to  the  second 
memorandum,  dealing  with  the  Xew  Pro- 
tection ,  which  was  submitted  by  the 
Deakin  Government  in  1908.  It  opened 
with  the  statement — 

When  Parliament  was  considering  the  Tariff 
it  was  clearly  understood  that  the  bene6ts  to 
the  indastries  affected  were  to  be  fairly  shared 
between  the  manufacturer  and  worker. 

That  was  a  statement  of  fact  by  the 
Government  of  the  day,  but  since  then 
nothing  has  been  done.  The  memcH-andum 
ccwitinued — 

It  has  now  been  decided  by  the  High  Court 
that  tlic  Constitution  does  not  warrant  ttie  duties 
of  Excise  thus  imposed  by  the  Parliament  of  the 
Commonwealth. 

As  the  power  to  protect  the  manufacturer  is 
national,  it  follows  that,  unless  the  Parliament 
of  the  Commonwealth  also  acquires  power  to 
secure  fair  and  reasonable  conditions  of  em- 
ployment to  wage  earners,  the  policy  of  pro- 
tection must  remain  incomplete. 

Was  that  the  statement  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Hume?  Can  it  be  denied  that 
it  was  a  memorandum  submitted  by  the 
Government  of  the  day? 

Mr.  Frazkr.— Are  the  Government  now 
trying  to  thrust  on  the  htmorable  member 
for  Hume  the_^_^  ge«n6nsihilias,  for  that 
memorandum  ?  ^ 
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Mr.  FISHER.— An  honorable  member 
flitting  behind  the  Go%*ernraent  has  declared 
it  to  be  merely  a  statement  by  the  honor- 
able member  for  Hume,  who  worked  as  no 
member  of  the  Deakin  Government  did  to 
secure  the  passing  of  the  Tariff  now  in 
existence.  In  this  memorandum  the  de- 
cUratitm  was  made  that  the  policy  of  Fro- 
tecticMi  must  remain  incomplete  until  we 
have  the  New  Protection. 

Dr.  Wilson. — Dees  the  Prime  Minister 
<3eny  that  that  was  his  policy  ? 

Mr.  Deakin. — No. 

Mr,  FISHER. — I  am  not  going  to  dis- 
cuss the  question. 

Dr.  Wilson. — The  honorable  member  is 
simply  belaboring  an  interjection. 

Mr.  FISHER.— I  want  the  matter  to  be 
cleared  up.  In  this  second  memorandum 
the  Deakin  Government  submitted  that 
power  ^ould  be  given  to  the  Common- 
wealth Parliament  to  provide  for  an  effec- 
tive system  of  New  Protection.  But  no 
such  proposal  was  made  in  the  Government 
statement  so  carefully  prepared  and  read 
yesterday  by  the  Prime  Minister.  So  far 
from  any  proposal  being  made  for  an  ex- 
tension of  the  industrial  powers  of  the 
Commwi wealth,  it  is  sought  now  to  whittle 
them  away.  We  are  to  appeal  to  the  States 
to  allow  the  Commwiwealth  Parliament  to 
do  this  and  to  do  that.  The  whole  matter 
is  to  be  delegated  to  a  Commission,  so  that 
it  will  be  absolutely  impossible  for  the 
workers  to  fight  their  own  cases.  When 
they  can  reach  a  tribunal  such  as  the  High 
Court,  it  is  open  for  them  to  do  something  ; 
they  can  secure  finality,  although  the  pro- 
«ss  is  expensive.  But  it  is  now  proposed 
that  the  whole  matter  shall  be  delegated  to 
an  Inter-State  Commission,  which  is  to 
work  with  the  consent  of  the  States  to  safe- 
guard the  interests  of  the  people.  That  is 
an  absolutely  impossible  proposal.  It  is 
humiliating  that  an  honorable  gentleman 
who  took  so  large  a  part  in  framing^  the 
Constitution  under  which  we  are  wcffking 
should  now  go  back  on  one  of  its  basic 
principles  of  justice  in  regard  to  people  who 
are  most  in  need  of  justice  being  done  them. 
Surely,  in  such  circumstances,  something 
has  gone  wrong  with  the  representation  "of 
the  people  in  this  Parliament.  That  is  one 
reason  why  I  submit  that  the  Government 
should  agree  to  go  before  the  electors  as 
early  as  posable.  If  the  system  proposed 
by  the  Ministry  is  merely  to  provide  for 
subsidiary  Courts,  it  will  not  give  the 
worker  the  requisite   protecticxi.  This 


second  memorandum  contained  one  state- 
ment to  which  I  took  exception.  We  find 
in  it  the  following  paragraphs — 

The  object  of  the  proposed  amendment  of 
the  Constitutioa  will  be  to  endow  the  Parlia- 
ment of  the  Commonwealth  with  a  grant  of 
power  to  do  economic  justice  in  protected  in- 
dustries, with  due  reeazd  to  the  unity  of  the 
Commonwealth,  and  the  diversity  of  local  cir- 
cumstances. 

The  electors  will  be  invited  to  empower  the 
Commonwealth  to  determine  the  employment 
and  remuneration  of  labour  in  protected  indus- 
tries in  view  of  the  protection  granted  to  the 
manufacturer  under  the  Commonwealth  TarifT. 
In  some  industries  the  existing  protection  may 
enable  the  payment  of  fair  and  reasonable 
rales  of  wages.  In  other  industries  not  sufB- 
ciently  protected  to  enable  the  full  standard 
of  remuneration  to  be  paid,  the  payment  of  at 
least  a  minimum  wage  can  be  required,  pend- 
ing the  enactment  of  eifectiye  protection.  Un- 
protected industries  will  not  be  afTected. 

I  take  serious  exception  to  the  last  clause. 
The  Commonwealth  of  Australia  has  no 
use  for  industries  that  cannot  pay  f^r  and 
reasonable  wages.  A  country  abounding  in 
natural  wealth  ought  to  be  able  to  pay  fair 
and  reasonable  wages  such  as  were  proposed 
by  Mr.  Justice  Higgins.  In  the  days  when 
we  heard  the  cry  of  "  fire  low  and  lay  them 
out,"  we  were  told  that  the  workers  should 
go  to  Parliament  to  obtain  justice.  They 
came  to  Parliament.  They  obtained  tlw 
verdict  of  the  people,  and  now  a  consti- 
tutional difficulty  stands  between  them  and 
justice.  Omsequently,  little  is  done  for 
them.  The  Government  say  :  "  Let  us  put 
the  question  away;  there  is  no  hurry." 
In  other  words,  they  want  to  attend 
to  the  man  who  needs  no  attention.  What 
can  be  thought  of  a  situation  in 
which  the  manufacturer  has  his  in- 
dustry protected  against  foreign  compe- 
tition— and  he  is  a  man  who  has  a  month's 
or  a  year's  food  supply  in  front  of  him, 
whether  he  earns  a  penny  or  not — while  the 
men  who  are  fighting  day  by  day  for  their 
bread,  many  of  them  with  not  more  than 
a  week's  or  a  month's  provision  in 
hand  if  they  lose  their  work,  have  to  com- 
pete with  one  another  without  any  pro- 
tecticm  at  all  ?  That  is  the  policy  of  the 
Commonwealth,  but .  I  am  sure  that  the 
electors  do  not  wish  it  to  be  continued, 
and  they  certainly  do  not  wish  any  Go- 
vernment to  continue  in  power  which  de- 
sires to  shelter  itself  behind  that  kind  of 
position.  If  there  is  to  be  protection,  let 
it  be  protection  all  round.  Here,  may  I 
remind  the  honorable  member  for  Maribyr- 
HOTg  that  on  the  Friday  teforetha  House 
adjourned,    and  Dfeiijf«*^V|f^q^giation 
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of  the  late  Government,  he  stated  that 
I  voted  nine  times  out  of  ten  against 
protection.  I  would  ask  him  to  look  the 
matter  up  at  the  earliest  opportunity  and 
make  the  necessary  correction. 

Mr.  Maugei^ — I  said  in  regard  to  the 
first  Tariff. 

Mr.  FISHER.— I  have  nothing  more 
to  say  on  the  subject.  Honorable  mem- 
bers have  their  own  way  of  doing  things. 
If  the  hc»H»able  member  nishes  to  do  jus- 
tice he  will  do  it;  if  he  does  not,  he  viU 
not. 

Mr.  Mauges. — I  do  not  wish  to  do  an 
injustice. 

Mr.  FISHER.— I  corrected  the  honor- 
able member  at  the  time,  but  he  persisted 
in  making  the  statement. 

Mt.  Mauger. — I  shall  be  glad  to  know 
that  I  was  wrong,  and  to  apologize  if  I 
am. 

Mr.  FISHER.— My  view  of  the  qiies- 
ti<»i  of  industrial  protection  has  always 
been  that  if  the  people  of  the  Common- 
wealth desire  to  amend  the  Constitution 
they  should  be  allowed  an  opportunity  of 
saying  so.  ■  Our  Government  certainly  in- 
tended to  appeal  to  the  country,  not  to 
delegate  that  power  to  an  outside  body, 
but  to  give  direct  and  full  power  to  the 
National  Parliament  to  protect  the  worker 
as  it  now  has  power  to  protect  the  employer. 
I  think  that  is  fair  and  just,  and  anything 
less  would  not  be  doing  justice  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Australia.  The  supporters  of  the 
Prime  Minister  claim  the  Old-age  Pensiwis 
Act  as  part  of  the  great  Liberal  programme. 
They  assert  that  the  Liberal  Party  in- 
itiated the  old-age  pensiois  principle,  and 
finally  made  it  law.  All  I  can  say  is  that 
the  Prime  Minister  can  state,  if  he  is  will- 
ing to  admit  it,  that  that  matter  was  urged 
upon  him  by  the  Labour  Party.  Imme- 
diately I  became  the  leader  of  this  party 
the  introduction  of  old-age  pensions  was 
urged  upon  the  then  Govenunent,  and 
pressed  on  Parliament.  I  do  not  wish  to 
claim  credit  for  anything  for  this  party, 
but  it  shows  the  paltry  character  of  the 
representation  behind  the  present  Prime 
Minister  that  it  should  be  thought  neces- 
sary to  claim  all  these  things  as  being  due 
to  their  effOTts,  The  guides,  philosophers, 
and  friends  of  the  present  Coalition  Party 
—their  msitors,  the  press — are  now  busy 
telling  us  that  the  head  of  the  present 
Government  has  been  forced  into  his 
position  by  the  action  of  the  Labour 
Party.  No  honorable  man  can  be  forced 
into  a  position  of  that  kind  unless  he  is 


willing  to  go.  No  one  can  compel  a 
man  to  act  against  his  convictions,  and  no 
man  can  be  compelled  to  violate  his  pledges 
to  the  people.  There  is  always  an  honor- 
able way  for  a  man  out  of  public  life. 
That  road  is  always  open  to  him.  Others 
may  choose  other  ways,  but  there  is  nothing 
dishonorable  in  being  defeated.  Most  of 
the  men  that  do  things  ha^'e  that  honour 
thrust  upon  them  at  times.  But  those 
who  always  try  to  avoid  taldng  any  course 
that  is  likely  to  bring  them  into  confiicfc 
with  the  people,  are  men  who  seldcm 
achieve  anything  in  any  public  capacity. 
We,  as  a  party,  have  been  perhaps  more 
militant  than  others,  but  I  hope  we  have 
shown  that  courage  which  is  necessary  at 
times  to  carry  out  political  principles.  In 
the  memorandum  which  the  Prime  Minister 
read  yesterday,  the  intentions  of  the  Go* 
vernment  regarding  the  Old-age  Pensions 
Act  are  set  out.  I  think  the  Prime  Min- 
ister will  admit  that  that  is  a  legacy. 

Mr.  Deakin. — Part  of  it. 

Mr.  FISHER.— All  these  points  were 
discussed  pneviously.  The  question  of 
naturalization  was  discussed  and  agreed  to 
between  myself  and  the  Under-Treasurer, 
as  were  also  the  question  of  reducing  the 
residence  limit  from  25  to  20  years,  and 
a  number  of  subsidiary  amendments.  I 
do  not  say  that  the  present  Government  are 
not  entitled  to  some  credit,  but  if  there 
was  one  measure  of  which  the  details  were 
set  out  very  specifically  in  our  programme, 
it  was  that  one.  The  matter  was  discovered 
early,  and  dealt  with  as  it  ought  to  be. 
It  is  not  perhaps  always  a  desirable  thin^ 
to  do,  but  I  should  like  in  passing  to  pay 
a  ocmipliment  tb  the  Commissioner  few 
Old-age  PensicHis  for  the  manner  in 
which  he  has  tackled  this  great 
and  difficult  question.  There  nave 
been  cmnplaints  about  the  manner 
in  which  the  work  has  been  done,  but,  at  any 
rate,  it  has  been  done  in  a  most  sympathetic 
wav,  and  with  an  intention  to  assist  every 
one  who  is  entitled  to  the  bounty  that  the 
Commonwealth  intended  to  give,  with  as 
few  embarrassing  conditions  as  ccHild  be 
helped  consistent  with  carrying  out  the  will 
of  Parliament.  I  gather  from  the  memo- 
randum or  speech  that  has  been  laid 
upon  the  table  that  the  Government  in- 
tend to  initiate  a  borrowing  policy.  I  hope 
that  is  not  true,  I  hope  there  will  be  no 
borrowing  by  the  Commonwealth  in  the  true 
sense  of  the  term  until  some  arrangement 
has  been  made  with  the^  States  .regardinj^ 
the  consolidaticnigifildt^&J^@^tebts.  It 
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would  be  a  pity,  if  not  a  disaster,,  that  the 
Commonwealth,  which  was  brought  into  ex- 
istence, first  for  defence  purposes,  and 
secondly  for  financial  reasons,  should 
enter  the  London  market  as  a  seventh  bor- 
rower for  Australia,  instead  of  there  being, 
as  was  intended,  only  one  borrower  to  re- 
present this  country.  It  is  intimated  that 
tl.e  borrowing  is  to  be  only  "  for  reproduc- 
tire  works."  I  have  heard  that  phrase 
again  and  again,  but  what  has  it  amounted 
to?  Immediately  the  borrowing  policy  is 
begim,  it  extends  to  indefinite  limits,  with 
the  result  that  the  country  is  saddled  whh 
an  obligation  that  is  burdensome  to  the 
people.  I  do  not  deny  that  many  useful 
works  have  been  done,  and  might  be  dcHie, 
by  means  of  borrowed  money,  but  I  state 
emphatically  that  a  loan  poUcy  is  a 
faulty  position  to  take  up  at  this  moment. 
This  is  a  time  when  the  Commoriwenlih 
should  proceed  cautiously  on  its  way.  Had 
the  party  led  by  the  honorable  member  for 
South  Sydney  not  prevented  the  first  Com- 
mwiwealth  Government  and  the  first  Com- 
monwealth Treasurer,  Sir  George  Turner, 
who,  I  am  glad  to  say,  is  still  well  and 
hearty,  from  entering  upon  a  borrowing 
policy,  the  CommcHiwealth  would  have  bor- 
rowed by  now  from  ^^20,000,000  to 
^^25, 000, 000,  and  we  should  probably  not 
have  been  able  to  see  where  the  money  had 
been  spent.  Fortunately,  the  prevention  of 
borrowing  has  led  to  great  economy,  and 
while  some  of  the  services  might  have  been 
more  efficient  than  they  are  now,  it  would 
have  been  disastrous  for  the  Commonwealth 
to  have  entered  the  market  as  a  seventh 
borrower.  I  trust  the  Government  will 
hesitate  before  they  launch  the  country  at 
this  juncture  on  a'  borrowing  policy.  Let 
the  financial  arrangements  between  the 
States  and  the  Commonwealth  be  first 
settled  on  constitutional  lines.  The  Prime 
Minister  characterized  my  financial  state- 
ment  as  vague,  but  I  do  not  know  what 
term  he  would  apply  to  his  statement  on  the 
financial  question.  I,  at  any  rate,  gave  a 
clear  outline  of  the  proposals  of  the  Go- 
vernment. People  might,  or  might  not, 
agree  with  them,  but  thev  were  quite  under- 
standable. Every  one  who  wished  to 
understand  thera  understood  them.  The 
present  Government  ought  to  make  a  clean 
breast  about  their  financial  proposals  before 
they  attempt  to  alter  the  settled  policy  of 
this  Parliament  regarding  borrowing.  I 
would  ask  honorable  members  and  the 
country,  how  many  of  those  sittine  b^nd 
the  Prime  Minister  have  authonty  from 


the  electors  to  enter  into  a  borrowing  policy 
for  any  purpose  whatever?  Nearly  every 
one  of  them  pledged  himself  against  bor- 
rowing, and  yet  the  present  Government 
have  no  hesitation  in  making  proposals  of 
that  kind.  I  can  prc»mse  them  thaf, 
whether  the  money  is  to  be  used  for  sub- 
sidiary or  other  works,  until  some  settle- 
ment has  been  arrived  at  of  the  financial 
relations  of  the  States  and  the  Common- 
wealth, I  shall  consider  it  my  duty  to  do 
everything  possible  to  prevent  the  Com- 
monwealth launching  out  on  a  borrowing 
policy,  even  if  it  is  for  a  Dreadnought, 

Mr.  Chamter. — This  House  passed  a 
resolution  that  the  Commonwealth  should 
not  borrow. 

Air.  FISHER.— The  honorable  member 
will  see  that  unless  honorable  members 
have  absolute  authority  frran  their  electors 
to  do  so,  they  have  no  right  to  begin  a 
borrowing  policy.  They  must  go  before 
the  electors  again  before  they  take  so  im- 
portant a  step,  which  must  be  fraught  with 
grave  consequences  to  the  Commonwealth. 
I  see  that  the  Treasurer  has,  in  racing  par- 
lance, "  got  off  the  mark  "  very  quickly  on 
the  question  of  silver  coinage.  I  am  entirely 
with  him  in  that  matter.  I  would  not  ob- 
ject if  he  went  further,  and  took  the  whole 
of  the  currency  into  the  hands  of  the  Com- 
monweaith,  as  it  ought  to  be. 

Mr.  Hughes.— He  did  have  a  Bill  of 
that  kind. 

Mr.  FISHER.— I  will  say  this  for  the 
officers  of  the  Treasury  Department,  that 
when  I  was  there,  I  neither  saw  nor  heard 
of  that  Bill.  Until  the  question  was  brought 
up  in  Parliament  recently,  I  did  not  know 
of-  the  Bill.  The  whole  of  our  currency 
should  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Common- 
wealth at  the  earliest  possible  moment.  To 
show  the  effect  that  a  few  advanced  ideas 
can  have,  even  when  simply  submitted  to 
the  public,  I  may  mention  that  I  am  advised 
to-day  that  the  banks  are  considering  the 
question  of  doing  away  with  the  exchange 
charge  on  notes  between  State  and  State. 
Do  honorable  members  think  that  those 
financial  institutions  would  have  been  worry- 
ing about  that  if  there  had  not  been  any  dis- 
cussion on  our  proposals  to  nationalize  the 
currency?  What  made  them  so  anxious 
and  vigilant  in  this  matter  after  our  cur- 
rency proposals  had  been  announced— and 
denounced  by  people  who  knew  nothing 
about  them? 

Dr.  Wilson.— Would  ^^he  honorable 
member  mind  exfiliEtining  his  proposed  note 
issue  now? 
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Mr.  FISHER. — I  have  done  so  before. 
As  to  the  principle  involved,  I  shall  simply 
refer  the  honorable  member  to  a  number  of 
works.  If  he  consults  any  writers  on  cur- 
rency, he  will  find  that  they  almost  in- 
variably declare  that  the  only  authority  that 
should  be  permitted  to  issue  currency  is  the 
Government. 

Mr.  Crouch. — Would  the  honorable 
member  institute  a  national  currency  with- 
out a  national  bank  ? 

Mr.  FISHER.— Yes.  The  honorable 
member  must  know  that  silver  and  copper 
are  currency. 

Mr.  Crouch.— But  vould  the  honor- 
able member  have  a  national  paper  cur- 
rency without  a  national  bank? 

Mr.  FISHER.— Yes.  At  the  present 
time,  ijold,  silver,  and  copper  currency  is 
t-ntirely  under  the  control  of  the  Crown. 
Silver  and  copper  coins  are  simply  tokens, 
their  intrinsic  value  being  nothing  like 
their  face  value,  and  paper  currency,  in  a 
lesser  degree,  is  in  the  same  position. 

Mr.  Crouch  — Gold  is  actual  value, 
whereas  silver,  as  a  legal  tender,  is  limileil 
to  £1:. 

Mr.  FISHER.— And  so  would  the 
paper  currency  be  limited  to  the  extent 
that  it  would  have  to  be  redeemed  by 
the  Treasurer  whene\"er  the  holder  de- 
sired. Where  sih-er  would  be  legal  tender 
up  to  ;£2,  notes  would  be  legal  tender 
only  as  between  persons  other  than  the 
Treasurer,  who  would  have  to  redeem  them 
whenever  they  were  presented. 

Dr.  Wilson. — By  a  combination  of  the 
financial  institutions,  the  Commonwealth 
might  be  made  bankrupt  in  a  single  day  ! 

Mr.  FISHER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber takes  the  view  that,  because  a  num- 
ber of  subsidiary  and  private  companies, 
who  are  making  profits  out  of  the  business, 
may  enter  into  a  combination,  the  Go- 
vernment are  to  be  frightened — that  the 
Government  are  to  hesitate  to  take  a  step 
in  the  interests  of  the  people  because  of 
the  combination  of  institutions,  who  may 
fail,  and  have  failed,  and  left  people 
with  their  paper  money  at  much  less  than 
its  face  value.  Personally,  no  threats  of 
that  kind  would  influence  me,  because  the 
Government  can  protect  itself  against  any 
such  combination  if  the  people  have  the 
opportunity  to  elect  representatives  who 
understand  the  question.  I  know  what 
the  financial  companies  tried  and  failed 
to  do  in  Queensland.  They  made  efforts 
in  the  direction  indicated,  but  they 
"■und  that  the  State  was  the  strcmger, 


and,  at  .the  present  day,  there  is  ii> 
Queensland  50  per  cent,  more  paper  money 
in  circulation  per  capita  than  the  average 
circulation  of  the  rest  of  Australia,  This 
clearly  shows  that  people  have  confidence 
in  a  paper  currency  guaranteed  by  the 
Government;  and  the  convenience  is  ob- 
vious from  every  pcnnt  of  view,  seeing^ 
that  the  paper  money  would  be  legab 
tender  wherever  presented.  I  should  now 
like  to  read  an  extract  from  the  monetary 
and  mining  column  of  the  Melbourne 
Ari^us  of  yesterday,  as  follows:  — 

The  anaouacrment  o  f  the  intention  o  f  the- 
banks  tiadiag  in  New  South  Wales  to  ex> 
change  one  another's  notes,  no  matter  where- 
issued  in  Australia  or  New  Zealand,  up  to  a 
reasonable  amount — 

That  is  very  good — "  up  to  a  leasonnble 
amount  '* — 

free  of  charge  to  the  person  presenting  them,, 
has  forestalled  a  similar  intimation  from  the 
banks  doing  business  in  Victoria.  This  will 
probably  be  made  in  a  few  days.  Therefore 
the  complaint  of  the  casual  visitor  that  he  can- 
not go  into  an  Australian  bank  with  the  note 
of  another  institution  and  get  value  for  it  with- 
out payment  of  exchange,  will  disappear.  This- 
concession  to  the  public  will  be  highly  appre- 
ciated. What  is  more,  it  will  take  irom  the 
labour  leaders  one  of  their  objections  to  the 
existing  note  issue.  Irritation  has  certainlv 
existed,  especially  in  the  back  country,  at  the 
charge  made  for  cashinc  notes  of  rival  banks. 
It  is  because  of  that  irritation  that  the  advo- 
cates of  a  Federal  note  issue  have  been  able 
to  get  a  more  sympathetic 'heating  than  would 
otherwise  have  been  possible. 

The  Government  appear  to  favour  the 
whole  of  our  policy  except  that  por- 
tion which  is  concerned  with  direct  taxa- 
tion—except a  tax  on  unimproved  land' 
values.  They  apparently  think  they  can- 
sail  on  for  ever,  and  make  progress,  with- 
out imposing  a  tax  of  the  kind,  although- 
nearly  everybody  els?  in  the  community, 
and  most  economic  thinkers,  whether  con- 
servative or  otherwise,  have  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  time  has  arri%'ed  when 
erery  honest  representative  of  the  people, 
in  a  progressive  community,  should  en- 
deavour to  prevent  the  growth  of  unearnetl 
increment.  I  could  quote  from  leading 
conservative  economists,  who  dread  the  ac- 
cumulation of  wealth  on  the  one  hand,  an(f 
the  increase  of  poverty  on  the  other,  and 
regard  it  as  the  duty  of  public  men  not 
to  follow  the  line  of  least  resistance,  anrt 
talk  iKjnsense,  but  to  face  the  question 
boldly.  I  feel  that  the  GovemmOTt  haw 
been  partly  brought  into  existence  bv  the 
clamour  and  assistance  9f^tbe.i^At  land- 
holders. The  PtWM^It^gi[v  stated 
that  he  is  a  great  enthusiast  in  regard  to- 
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ammigratkm ;  but  I  noticed  that  in  his 
Melbourne  speech,  he  did  not  say  much 
about  where  the  immigrants  vere  to  be 
settled.  He  indicated  that,  perhaps,  the 
^reat  Xorthern  Territory,  about  which  be 
talks  so  much,  would  be  Sble  to  absorb 
them ;  but  I  think  that,  while  that  Terri- 
tory should  be  protected  in  every  way, 
there  ought  to  be  an  unimproved  land 
value  tax  to  provide  revenue  for  defence, 
the  social  needs  of  the  country,  such  as 
old-age  pensions,  and  all  the  public  ser- 
vices. In  ad^tion,  if  incidentally  the 
larger  estates  are  brought  into  cultivation, 
-a  great  service  will  undoubtedly  have  been 
rendered  to  the  people. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Is  the  first  ele- 
ment not  the  "incidental"  thing? 

Mr.  FISHER.— As  to  what  people  in 
other  parts  of  the  world  think  in  regard 
to  this  matter,  I  should  like  to  quote  the 
following  frtro  the  Manchester  Guardian, 
published  in  April  last;— 

There  is  little  room  to  doubt  that  Mr. 
Fisher,  the  Labour  Premier  of  the  Common- 
wealtb,  has  hit  the  popular  demand  by  putting 
a  Federal  land  tax  m  the  forefront  of  bis 
programme.  Australia  is  hungry  for  more 
people,  but  until  there  are  lands  to  put  them 
on  it  would  be  doing  more  harm  than  Kood  to 
admit  immigrants  in  large  numbers.  What  is 
first  wanted  is  that  the  lands  now  locked  up 
in  the  possession  of  the  large  ranchers  should 
be  thrown  open  for  settlement.  This  Mr. 
Fisher  proposes  to  do  by  his  land  tax,'  which 
will  be  50  graduated  that,  while  it  will  hardly 
be  felt  where  the  land  is  properly  cultivated, 
it  will  be  a  serious  charge  upon  fertile  and 
well-situated  lands  that  are  being  used  merely 
as  sheep  runs.  It  is  true  that  Mr.  Fisher  has 
not  a  Labour  majority  in  the  Federal  Piirlia- 
ment,  but  in  this  matter  he  is  almost  certain 
to  have  Mr.  Deakin  and  his  followers  with 
him.  In  fact  Mr.  Deakin  has  already  3e- 
clarcd  for  a  graduated  land  tax,  and  his  iir- 
.iction  in  office  was  inexpIicaWe  by  his  con- 
viction that  this  is  a  problem  for  the  States 
themselves  rather  -  than  the  Commonwealth  to 
solve.  But  the  futility  of  expecting  anything 
in  this  direction  from  certain  of  the  State 
Legislatures,  composed  as  they  are  at  present, 
is  now  so  Kc^DC's^lly  realized  that  few  objections 
may  be  raised  to  Federal  action. 

I  omitted  to  refer  to  a  matter  when  speak- 
jnjj  of  old-age  pensions^  and  I  should 
like  to  do  so  now.  On  the  19th  March, 
1 908.  the  honorable  member  for  Kal- 
i^oorl  ie,  in  this  House,  spoke  as  fol- 
lows :  — 

Ministers  say  now  that  if  the  Conference  of 
Premiers    agrees    to    their    financial  proposals, 
they  will  provide  old-age  pensions  at  once,  but 
if  that  scheme  is  rejected,  we  must  wait  until 
■I  the  Uraddon  section  exgires. 

Mr.  Deakin.— That  is  so. 


That  interjection  is  a  statement  by  the 
Prime  Minister;  and,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  subsequently  we  were  able  to  pass  an 
old-age  pension  measure,  I  axnmend  the 
statement  to  those  who  are  prating  about 
what  the  Government  intend  to  do. 

Mr.  Deakin. — If  the  hwiorable  mem- 
ber looks  at  a  later  report  in  Hansard,  be 
will  find  that  I  quoted  and  qualified  that 
statement,  and  pointed  out  a  misapprehen- 
sion. 

Mr.  FISHER.— I  am  glad  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  had  an  opportunity 
to  make  a  qualification.  I  should  now 
like  to  quote  from  a  speech  made  by  the 
late  Sir  Henry  Paxkes,  just  before  Federa- 
tion was  accomplished;  and  I  do  so,  be- 
cause I  think  that  the  action  of  the  present 
Government — quite  apart  from  the  poli- 
tical views  I  hold,  contrary  to  those  sub- 
mitted by  them — has  done,  and  must  do, 
great  injury  to  the  development  of  Aus- 
tralian national  ideas.  The  youth  of 
Australia  is  as  competent  as  any  other 
citizen  of  the  Empire;  but  there  is  an  in- 
dication in  all  the  Government  proposals 
that  we  ought  to  go  to  the  Mother  Country 
for  this,  that,  and  the  other  thing — that 
the  Australian  is  not  equal  to  the  son  of 
the  Empire,  born  at  the  heart.  But  such 
is  not  the  case,  and  honorable  members 
know  it.  This  idea,  however,  has  been 
encouraged  by  people  who  have  made  their 
money  in  Australia,  and  gone  to  reside  at 
the  centre  of  the  Empire,  where  they  have 
slandered  this  country ;  and  I  speak  the 
more  freely,  seeing  that  I  am  not  a  native 
of  the  Commonwealth.  The  quotation 
from  the  speech  of  Sir  Henry  Parkes  shows 
that  years  ago  there  were  men  who  under- 
stood what  national  ideals  meant,  and  what 
the  citizens  of  a  young  nation  were  capable 
of  if  full  effect  were  give.i  to  their  aspira- 
tions. After  speaking  of  the  advantages 
of  a  High  Court,  and  Federal  defence. 
Sir  Henry  Parkes  went  on  to  say — 

There  are  even  higher  objects  than  these, 
waiting  to  be  achieved  by  an  Australian  Go- 
vernment, a  Government  that  can  appear  every- 
where, as  representing  the  whole  people;  a 
Government  to  which  the  doors  of  every  Court 
will  be  thrown  open,  and  before  which  no 
nation  w-ould  appear  wanting  in  respect  and 
appreciation,  of  its  present  and  future  import- 
ance. .  .  .  There  is  a  higher  object  srill — 
the  object  of  national  influence.  What  influence 
have  these  detached  Colonies?  It  is  surprising 
that  they  have  so  much ;  b«t  the  influence  of 
the  proudest — we  will  say  Victoria — is  nothing 
to  the  influence  of  an  Australian  nation,  an 
Australian  Government.  She  would  be  able 
to  influence  the  destinies  of  civilized  men,  in 
all  parts  of  the  world.    Who  caa  doubt 
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our  national  power  would  be  incalculablv  in- 
cieased,  by  it%  being  exercised  by  one  strong, 
intelligent  head?  And  there  is,  highest  of 
all,  the  object  of  national  honour.  Why  should 
not  the  name  of  an  Australian  be  equal  to  that 
of  a  Briton?  Why  should  not  the  name  of 
an  Australian  sailoi  be  equal  to  that  of  "a 
British  sailor?  Why  should  not  the  name  of 
an  Australian  i^tizen  be  equal  to  that  of  the 
citizen  of  Oie  proudest  country  under  the  sun? 

Honorable  Members. — Hear,  heax. 

Mr.  FISHER.— Those  who  indorse  the 
sentiments  which  I  have  read,  cast  a  re- 
flection upOTi  the  proposals  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Our  athletes  can  meet  those  of 
any  other  part  of  the  worl  i  and  prove  them- 
selves their  equals.  Our  inventors  can  do 
the  like.  The  other  day,  when  Lieutenant 
Shackleton  was  controlling  an  expedition 
to  the  South  Pole,  he  gave  to  a  citizen  of 
South  Australia  sealed  orders  instnicting 
him  to  take  command  should  the  exploring 
party  of  which  he  was  leader  be  lost.  Lieu- 
tenant Shackleton  left  the  command  of  his 
expedition,  not  to  his  first  officer,  but  to  a 
young  Australiazi  who  had  joined  at  the 
last  mtMnent,  and  was  taken  because  of  his 
capacity,  daring,  courage,  and  ability.  Yet 
honorable  members  say  that  Australians 
should  occupy  only  a  secondary  position, 
that  we  should  get  men  from  other  ojun- 
tries  to  train  our  people.  I  say,  give  Aus- 
tralians the  opportunity,  make  dockyards, 
and  ship-building  slips,  and  Australia  will, 
in  the  wcH'ds  of  a  dead  statesman,  take  its 
place  amongst  the  nations  of  the  'earth. 

Mr.  DEAKIN  (Ballarat— Prime  Min- 
ister) [4.11]. — In  congratulating  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition  upon  the  clear  and  con- 
cise manner  in  which  he  has  stated 
his  case,  let  me  relieve  him  of  his 
evident  anxietv  as  to  my  being,  as  he 
suspected,  tied  down  to  the  statement  to 
which  the  House  was  good  enough  to  listen 
yesterday  afternoon.  I  shall  not  be  re- 
vealing Cabinet  proceedings  which  should 
remain  secret  in  saying  that  the  proposal  to 
read  a  written  memorandtmi,  so  that  I 
might  not  be  diverted  by  interjection  into 
the  undue  development  of  any  part  of  our 
programme,  and  thus  prolong  discussion, 
was  my  own,  rather  reluctantly  adopted  by 
my  colleagues  on  my  advice.  My  experi- 
ence is  that,  however  interesting  a  debate 
by  interjections  may  be  at  such  a  juncture, 
it  frequentjiy  obscures  the  issues  submitted. 
So  far  f rwn  having  been  limited  bv  my  pro- 
cedure. I  was  able  to  place  before  honorable 
members  a  statement  of  policy  equivalent 
to  the  speech  which  the  Gov^nor-General 
would  have  delivered  haid  we  met  the  House 
on  the  assembling  of  Parliament. 


Mr.  Thomas. — Knowing  the  unkind 
things  which  members  of  the  honorable 
gentleman's  own  party  have  said  of  him, 
be  should  not  be  surprised  at  some  sus[ncicn 
on  their  part. 

Mr.  DEAKtN.— I  should  be  the  last  to 
suspect  the  hcmorable  member  of  eien 
thinking  unkindly.  The  leader  of  the 
Opposition  placed  in  the  forefrcmt  of  his 
challenge  the  action  of  the  Gwemment 
in  offering  to  the  British  authorities  a 
Dreadnoug'it,  or  iis  equivalent.  As  I 
think  he  w.is  informed  at  the  time — the  fact 
has  escaped  his  memory — Ministers  were 
only  sworn  in  shortly  before  the  meeting 
of  the  House.  They  had  not  time  to  hold  a 
Cabinet  before  taking  their  places  in  the 
Chamber,  and  had  not  ccnadered  this  or 
any  question  before  ihe  announcement  of 
their  acceptance  of  <^ce.  Although  the 
Honoraiv  Minister  had  been  diosen  early 
in  the  K)renoon,  two  hours'  search  failed 
to  procure  his  attendance  at  the  swearing-in 
ceremony  at  which  his  colleagues  were 
present. 

Mr.  Fisher. — Ministers  could  have  met 
next  dav  and  made  an  announcement. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Yes;  but  it  was  after 
the  meeting  of  Parliament  that  we  held  our 
first  Cabinet.  This  was  one  of  our  first 
decisions.  I  take  an  unusual  course  in  re- 
plying to  this  charge  in  order  to  indicate  to 
honorable  members  that  my  own  ^Hew  of  this 
great  issue  !s  not  arri^'ed  at  with  a  view  to 
meeting  the  exigencies  of  to-day's  situation. 
In  April  last — my  speech  is  reported  in  the 
Ballarat  Courier  of  the  24th  April — I  ad- 
dressed myself  to  this  issue  when  present 
circumstances  were  unforeseen. 

Mr.  Watkins. — The  honorable  member 
was  then  on  the  track  of  a  coalition. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— That  had  been  my 
effort  for  the  previous  six  months.  I  sought 
for  union,  having  stated  on  a  score  of  plat- 
forms tl\at  policy  must  be  put  first,  and 
party  considerations  second.  Union  at  that 
time  seemed  no  nearer.  Speaking  at  Bal- 
larat, I  said — 

It  has  been  a  true  instinct  which  has 
prompted  the  offer. to  the  Mother  Country  of 
a  Dreadnought  from  the  Commonwealth  of 
Australia.  The  superficial  criticism  which  has 
been  directed  to  this  proposal  can,  most  of  it, 
be  easily  swept  away.  \Ve  offered  to  contri- 
bute a  Dreadnought  because  at  the  tnomenr 
that  type  appejired  to  be  most  desired  and 
dominant.  You  may  call  it  the  liivineibl*,  the 
class,  I  believe,  of  the  latest  type,  if  yon 
prefer.  You  may  alter  the  type  of  vessel 
altogether.  It  would  alter  neither  the  spirit 
nor  the  intention  of  that<^proffer.  Khich  wt> 
to  offer  to  the  i^Q^tfeiii^aaiMi^&Kn^T  toiglA 
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be  chosco  as  an  addition  lo  her  own  most  efficient 
weapons  of  naval  warfare.  la  the  same  manner 
we  should  brush  uide  an  imputation  that  the 
motive  of  the  gift  was  one  of  display.  I 
believe,  myself,  that  was  the  least  of  all  the 
elements  that  went  to  that  proposal.  It  was 
tendered  as  an  earnest  of  our  alTcction  and 
gratitude,  as  a  pledge  of  our  loyalty  and  fealty. 
Nor  need  we  admit  the  issue  to  be  sophisti- 
cated by  the  pretence  that  we  are  called  upon 
to  choose  between  the  steps  which  Australia 
should  lake  to  preserve  her  own  self  respect  and 
any  gift  she  might  think  fit  lo  offer  to  the  Mother 
Country ;  it  is  not  a  question  between  an  Aus- 
tralian flotil);^  or  a  battleship  for  the  Mother 
Country ;  it  is  a  proposal  for  an  Australian 
flotilla  and  a  battleship  for  the  Mother  Coun- 
try. When  we  sweep  away  these  various 
films  of  faction  which  are  introduced  in  order 
to  obscure  the  issue,  we  come  at  last  down  to 
the  plain  and  simple  truth.  The  offer  of 
the  battleship  is  an  acknowledgment  of  the 
depth  of  our  obligation  and  of  our  sense  of 
the  fact  that  all  our  future  is  linked  with 
the  fortunes  of  our  nation  and  our  flag. 
I  deeply  regret  that  our  Australian  Minis- 
ters should  have  taken  the  narrow  view;  but  no 
one  questions  their  freedom  or  their  right  to 
form  a  deliberate  judgment  upon  this  or  any 
other  question  of  public  policy.  We  are 
entitled  to  receive  from  them  the  benefit 
of  their  honest  opinion  upon  this  or  upon  other 
matters;  but  I  believe  our  people  and  our  Par- 
liament have  taken  a  broader  and  sounder  view 
of  national  duty  and  national  policy.  They 
have  realized,  as  all  thoughtful  men  and 
women  must  realize,  that  in  view  of  the  present 
emergency,  which  is  not  an  emergency  of  the 
moment,  but  is  the  result  of  years  of  labour 
among  the  competitors  and  the  possible  enemies 
of  the  Mother  Country,  who  are  proceeding 
with  increasing  rapidity  to  multiply  their 
{>owers  of  striking  deadly  blows  in  any  part  of 
the  high  seas,  that,  in  view  of  all  these  facts, 
the  act  proposed  not  only  wise  and  generous  but 
politic.  The  Government  are  entitled  to  pro- 
tect themselves  and  their  opinions  by  express- 
ing them  and  putting  them  on  record. 
Having  done  that,  they  have  discharged  their 
obligations  in  this  connexion.  It  rests  upon  them, 
notwithstanding  their  opinions,  as  a  duty  to 
take  every  necessary  step  when  once  Parliament 
has  declared  its  opinion,  and  to  give  effect 
lo  the  will  of  the  people  and  the  will  of  Par- 
liament. They  may,  if  they  like,  decline  re- 
sponsibility for  their  action.  I  believe  the 
Australian  people  will  be  glad  and  proud  to 
accept  it.  I  believe  and  hope  we  shall 
do  everything  possible  to  prevent  this  from 
being  treated  as  a  party  issue.  Nothing  ought 
to  drag  it  down  as  a  question  between  the  ins 
and  the  outs.  On  a  matter  of  This  kind  we 
should  put  aside  the  ordinary  platforms  of 
parties  so  far  as  they  have  been  specific  in 
this  regard  hitherto.  Z  should  not  be  surprised 
if  they  become  more  specific  from  this  onward; 
but  at  present  they  have  not  much  touched  this 
specifically  as  a  party  issue,  and  I  hope  there 
will  be  00  need  for  it  in  the  future.  The 
e'ffort  will  be  to  enable  Australia  to  speak 
with  one  decided  and  Imperial  voice,  perfectly 
apart  and  free  from  our  local  differences  upon 
other  matters  on  our  programmes.  We  wish, 
above  all,  that  this  gift  shall  go  from  our 


hands  unsullied  by  the  possibility  of  any  meaner 
motives.  An  action,  an  Imperial  aim  of  this 
kind  is,  in  itself,  so  lofty  that  we  must  pledge 
our  best  efforts  to  endeavour  to  maintain  it  at 
that  height. 

Mr.  Roberts. — That  is  distinctly  dif- 
ferent from  the  honorable  member's  pre- 
sent proposal. 

Mr.  DEAKIX.— No.  Those  who  shan- 
my  opinions  cannot  W  said  to  be  neglecting 
Australian  ideals  or  Australian  impulses. 
There  is  nothing  here  to  indicate  ttie  put- 
ting aside  of  any  of  our  proposals  for  local 
defence ;  the  offer  of  which  1  was  speaking 
was  and  ought  to  be  treated  as  s<Hnethinp 
extra,  due  to  an  emergency  realized  by 
a  very  large  and  important  section  of  the 
professicHially  and  technically  educated 
opinion  of  the  Mother  Country. 

Mr.  Watkins.— Let  the  honorable  mem- 
ber menti<»i  one  authority  for  that  state- 
ment. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  could  mention  ad- 
mirals galore,  and  leading  statesmen  of 
both  parties  in  the  Mother  Country, 

Mr.  Watkins. — Did  not  the  British 
authorities  tell  the  honorable  member  when 
he  was  in  England  that  they  did  not  need 
assistance  of  this  kind  ?  Let  him  name  cme 
admiral  who  supports  his  view. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  have  just  received  a 
full  repOTt  of  the  speech  of  the  Minister 
for  War.  There  the  urgency  and  emer- 
gency of  the  present  situation  is  stated  in 
as  strong  terms  as  have  been  used  by  anv 
one  who  has  spoken  on  the  subject.  I 
regret  that,  for  the  information  of  the  hon- 
orable member,  I  have  not  brought  with  me 
this  last  expression  of  the  views  of  a  re- 
spOTsible  Cabinet  Minister.  It  is  one  of  the 
most  recent  and  emphatic  utterances  on  the 
subject.  Mr.  Haldane  takes  the  gravest 
view  of  our  future  vulnerability.  In  no 
crawn  spirit,  in  no  nervous  manner,  with 
no  trembling  attitude,  he  seeks  to  impress 
his  fellow  countrymen  with  his  conviction 
that  a  great  crisis  is  before  them  which  will 
need  every  effort  on  their  part  to  maintain 
British  prestige. 

Mr.  Fisher. — What  does  Admiral  Beres- 
ford  sav? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  believe  he  shares  this 
opinion  generally,  but  thinks  that  defence 
cannot  be  provided  by  the  construc- 
ti(Hi  of  Dreadnoug)Us  or  vessels  of  the  im- 
proved Dreadnought  type.  He  omsida^ 
that  our  naval  force  should  be  increased 
by  the  construction  of  \*essels  of  other 
types  and  in  other  ways. 

Mr.  Frazer. — What  is  his  view  in  regard 
to  the  offer  of  a  Dreadnought  by  Australia? 
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Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  understand  that  he 
is  of  opinion  that  any  Australian  gift  can 
be  best  utilized  in  Australian  waters  by 
Australian  effort.  I  f  he  can  convince  the  Ad- 
miralty of  the  soundness  of  his  view  there 
will  be  no  difficulty  here  in  Riving  efifect 
to  it.  The  Conference  is  to  enable  the 
best,  roost  skilled,  and  experienced  judg- 
ment of  the  most  capable  men  in  the  British 
navy  and  army  to  be  collected  for  the  pur- 
pose of  advising  the  Empire  on  national 
defence.  It  is  ^ause  of  that  Conference, 
md  of  the  high  value  which  will  attach 
to  its  findings  and  suggestions  that  the  pro- 
posal of  the  Government  took  the  fOTm 
of  an  offer  of  a  Dreadnought  w  its  equi- 
valent. It  is  for  the  Conference,  not  for 
us,  to  say  whether  the  Imperial  need  of 
the  hour  will  be  best  met  by  the  gift  of  a 
battleship,  or  of  vessels  of  another  type 
to  serve  in  these  seas.  That  is  a  matter 
for  expert  opinion.  The  question  for  us 
was  whether,  in  what  appeared  to  be  an 
hour  of  need  and  alarm,  we,  in  return 
for  our  immunity  for  so  many  years  from 
any  contribution  of  this  kind,  sliould  not 
ijive  proof  of  our  sense  of  kinship  and 
of  gratitude  by  making  the  offer.  Our 
answer  was  an  emphatic  "Yes."  Let  me 
now  allude  to  another  matter  touched  upon 
by  the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  which 
.uav  well  be  cited  in  this  connexion.  I 
held  the  strong  and  clear  conviction  that 
the  special  defence  fund  of  ;^25o,ooo 
voted,  only  after  urgent  request  and  plead- 
ing by  our  Govermnent,  and*  on  the  con- 
dition imposed  upon  us  that  it  should  not 
!>e  spent  in  any  way  until  Parliament  had 
m  opportunity' of  discussing  and  deciding 
:he  type  of  ^-essels  to  be  constructed,  could 
•lot  be  spent  honorably  until  Parliament 
:i;id  been  consulted.  I  refrained  from 
giving  utterance  to  that  opinion  when  the 
ate  Government  chose  to  take  action  with- 
uit  fulfilling  the  condition.  I  l>elieved  that 
rjrobablv  they  proposed  to  justify  them- 
selves directly  Parliament  met,  and  that 
:hey  had  in  their  possession  information 
other  than  that  which  they  gave  to  the 
oublic,  that  had  led  them  to  do  that  which 
n  ordinary  circumstances  could  not,  in  my 
jpinion,  l)e  excused.  I  refrained  also 
lecause  I  believed  that  in  building  vessels 
)f  some  approved  kind,  and  making  some 
ladlv-nceded  preparation,  they  might  be 
ible'  to  show  thnt  they  were  doing  what 
he  House  would  indorse.  I  refrained, 
vhen  informed  of  all  the  facts,  then, 
ind  should  have  refrained  now,  from 
erring  to  the  matter,  but  for  the  refer- 


ence made  to  it  by  the  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition. The  fact  that  I  acted  thus  shows 
how  wholly  friendlv  mv  attitude  is,  and 
always  has  been,  towards  a  development 
of  Australian  naval  defence. 

Mr.  Johnson. — But  that  does  not  ex- 
cuse the  late  Government's  violatiOT  of  tbe 
distinct  promise  given  to  the  House. 

Mr.  DEAKIX.— No. 

Mr.  Roberts. — Is  the  conditi(»i  referred 
to  bv  the  Prime  Minister  on  reocvd? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— It  appears  in  Hamard 
over  and  over  again.  I  had  to  {dead  with 
a  number  of  honorable  members  opposite 
to  allow  the  vote  to  be  passed  even  on  the 
condition  imposed  upon  us. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — But  we  did  not  agree 
to  it. 

^^r.  DEAKIN. — The  next  count  in  the 
honorable  member's  indictment  related  "  to 
the  recent  action  of  the  Govenmient  in 
regard  to  telephone  charges.  There 
he  has  fallen  a  victim  to  the  fairy 
tales  that  occasionally  appear  in  the 
public  press.  So  far  from  our  having 
yielded  to  outside  pressure  put  upon  the 
hew  Fostmaster-General,  the  fact  is  that 
the  Government  at  its  first  Cabinet 
meeting  decided  that  the  Postmaster-Gene- 
ral should  be  asked  to  make  a  further  in- 
vestigation of  the  scheme  that  had  been 
fathered  by  ihe  honorable  member  for 
Barrier,  in  order  to  inform  us  whether  he 
could  defend  that  proposal  in  the  Cabinet 
and  in  the  House.  The  matter  was  re- 
mitted to  him  for  immediate  inquiry  be- 
fore he  had  received  a  single  deputation 
on  the  subject.  Probably,  like  many  oth« 
honorable  members,  I  did  not  read  a 
word  of  the  reports  of  the  deputations  re- 
ferred to,  and  did  not  know  who  took  part 
in  them.  The  only  question  we  had  to 
consider  was  whether  we  could  justifv 
to  Parliament  the  scheme  that  the 
honorable  member  for  Barrier,  on  the 
advice  of  the  departmental  cheers, 
had  authorized  by  regulatitxi.  After 
a  cireful  and  searching  examinaticxi  of 
the  officers  who  had  ad%nsed  the  honor- 
able member,  and  having  confronted  them 
with  the  various  problems  that  suggested 
themselves  to  my  honorable  colleague, 
the  Postmaster-General,  he  satisfied  him- 
self that  the  charges  that  ought  to  be  made 
could  not  yet  be  dedded.  He  came  to 
the  conclusion  that  there  was  not  in  the 
Department  sufficient  evidence  to  justify 
the  honorable  member  for  Barrier's 
scheme,  or  to  justify  him,  as  the  presoit 
Postmaster- General,     in     adopting  any 
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other  scheme.  There  was,  in  fact, 
no  means  of  determining,  except  by 
an  expert  acanintancy  examination,  the 
actual  costs  and  working  expenses 
ji  order  to  allow  of  a  fa  ir  ch  a  rge, 
and  not  more  than  a  fair  charge,  being 
made  for  the  services  rendered.  I  make 
no  complaint  against  the  late  Postmaster- 
General  for  having  accepted  the  advice  of 
his  officers.  It  was  only  when  it  became 
possible  to  show  even  to  those  who  were 
not  experts,  that  the  basis  of  the  scale 
adopted  by  th^  was  assumed,  and  not 
founded  on  figures  which  could  be  proved, 
that  we  saw  that  before  anything  could 
be  d(»ie  the  fundamental  facts,  at  all 
e^-ents,  should  be  determined — not  by 
officers  who  might  b^  supposed  to  be  pre- 
judiced in  favour  of  Government  charges, 
hut  bv  accountants,  who  would  be  per- 
fectly free  from  such  influences.  In  these 
circumstances  two  accountants  have  been 
appointed  to  mnke  a  professional  investi- 
gation. After  they  have  made  a  report, 
and  a  proper  basis  has  been  discovered,  a 
regulation  will  immediately  be  made 
authorizing  the  levying  of  a  fair  rate, 
whate\-er  it  may  be,  for  telephone  sub- 
scribers. 

Mr.  Thomas. — Ev«i  the  rate  I  pro- 
posed? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Whatever  it  may  be. 

Mr.  Mahon. — When  will  they  report? 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — Within  three  months. 

Mr.  Mahon. — And  they  are  to  make  an 
examination  of  the  system  in  all  portions 
of  Australia ? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— They  will  examine 
only  typical  portions.  We  have  had  the 
figures,  so  far  as  they  can  be  obtained, 
collected  from  all  the  States,  so  that  there 
will  l>e  rery  little  travelling.  The  leader 
of  the  DpTXJsition  ccmiplained  of  a  re- 
turn to  the  flat  rates  having  been  autho- 
rized hy  the  Postmasler-General.  In 
that  he  was  in  error.  In  regard  to  the 
flat  r.ites,  there  is  no  option  left  to  any 
new  subscriber  or  to  subscribers  who  have 
registered  under  the  new  system.  For  all 
other.s,  there  is  simply  a  return  to  the  status 
quo — a  return  to  the  system  in  existence 
prior  to  the  regulation  made  by  the  honor- 
able member  for  Barrier. 

Dr.  Carty  SAtHON. — The  state  of 
things  which  was  existing  continues,  and 
will  exist  until  the  end  of  this  month. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— That  is  so.  There  was 
a  retention  of  the  system  already  in 
existence,  and  whicli  has  been  in  opera- 
tion for  some  time.    Ko  one  is  satisfied 


with  it,  but  no  one  is  able  to  prove  bow 
it  should  be  amended.  Tn  the  circum- 
stances, therefore,  the  fairest  course  for 
us  to  adopt  was  that  which  any  body  of 
business  men  would  have  taken.  Pending 
the  acnuirement  of  knowledge  that  will 
enable  us  to  fix  a  fair  rate,  we  revert  to  the 
old  charges. 

Dr.  Carty  Salmon. — Not  rerert  to,  but 
continue,  the  old  charges. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  thank  the  honorable 
member.  We  did  not  -"revert,"  because 
the  change  had  not  been  made. 

Mr.  Face^. — The  change  had  been  made 
in  the  case  of  new  subscribers. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Ves;  they  are  now 
under  the  old  system. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — So  that  there  was  a 
reversion  of  policy,  and  the  honorable  mem- 
ber is  onlv  quibbling. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— If  the  honorable  mem- 
ber chooses  to  call  it  a  "reversion  of 
policy, ' '  I  doubt  his  knowledge  of  the 
facts.  It  is  simply  a  rtvtTsion  to 
the  policy  that  was  established  before 
the  hwiorable  member  for  Barrier's  pro- 
posal was  made.  The  policy  that  was 
then  pursued  has  been  maintained  un- 
altered, and  the  proposed  change  has  not 
been  carried  out.  The  next  count  in  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition's  indictment  re- 
lated to  the  new  protection,  though  in  this 
relation  his  Ministry  made  no  proposal  at 
all.  In  regard  to  that,  two  prepositions 
were  brought  forward  bv  former  Govern- 
ments of  which  I  was  a  member.  In  the 
first  an  Excise  proposal  was  made,  but 
necessarily  it  had  to  be  set  aside  when  the 
High  Court  declared  it  to  be  unconstiiu- 
tional. 

Mr.  Watkins.— The  High  Court  is  a 
very  convenient  place  in  which  to  shelve  all 
the  honorable  n:eml)er"s  problems. 

Mr.  DE.MCIN.— No ;  it  raises  more 
problems  than  it  sheUes,  bet'aiiw  by  e;^i-h 
of  its  (leferminations  it  casts  upon  us  the 
responsibility  of  finding  some  other  means 
of  giving  effect  to  our  desires. 

Mr.  Watkins. — And  the  honorable  mem- 
ber never  faced  the  situation. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Only  because  of  tbe 
opposition  of  the  honorable  member's 
party.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  we  laid  before 
the  House  a  proposal  for  an  amendment 
of  the  Constitution  which  honorable  mem- 
bers now  sitting  in  Opposit'on  hastened, 
through  their  leaders,  to  attack  and  dis- 
avow. 

nothil;-  ^^"'"'^^^^v'S^^ld 


376 


Motion  of      [REPRESENTATIVES.]  WmU  of  Coafidenee. 


Mr.  DEAKIN. — Had  we  continued  in 
office  we  should  have  put  that  to  the  test. 
The  evidences  were,  however,  that  with  the 
opposition  of  the  Labour  Party  we  should 
not  be  able  to  give  effect  to  it.  In  the 
circumstances,  what  have  we  done?  We 
.ire  bringing  forward  a  third  proposal, 
which  we  Iwlieve  we  can  carry  in  Parlia- 
ment, and  in  support  of  which  we  think 
we  can  obtain  the  approval  of  the  requisite 
majority  of  electors. 

Mr.  Watkins. — A  scheme  recommended 
by  Joshua. 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — It  wns  not  recom- 
mended by  any  private  person.  It  was  elabo- 
rated by  members  of  the  present  Govern- 
ment and  by  some  members  of  the  party 
with  which  we  are  associated  who  are  not 
in  the  Government. 

Mr.  Watkins. — The  party  which  the 
honorable  member  declared  he  could  never 
be  associated  with. 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — Inasmucli  as  they  are 
prepared  to  adopt  this  substantial  advance, 
I  am  not  only  willing,  but  proud,  to  act 
with  tliem.  Here  we  have  a  project  that 
can  be  carried  out  by  two  means.  We  in- 
tend to  endeavour  to  use  either.  First  of 
all,  we  have  communicated  with  the  States 
asking  them  to  transfer  to  us  the  power 
they  possess  to  control  their  own  industrial 
enterprises  and  tribunals  under  certain  cir- 
cumstances when  conditions  lieccHne  un- 
federal.  We  have  asksd  them  to  Test  that 
power  in  the  Ctanmonwealth.  When  that  is 
done  we  sliall  exercise  our  right  under 
the  Constitution  to  create  a  tribunal 
to  which  appeals  Avill  lie  from  local  indus- 
trial tribunals  all  over  Australia,  and,  in 
particular,  from  the  Wages  Boards  that  are 
now  being  rapidly  multiplied  in  several 
States.  One  can  then  foresee  the  proba- 
bility of  a  large  increase  in  these  Waf^es 
Boards  throughout  tlie  Commonwealth. 
The  result  of  the  adoption  of  our  scheme 
will  be  that,  wherever  unjust  competition 
exists  between  those  mgagcd  in  the  same 
industry  in  two  or  more  States,  it  will  be 
open  to  any  Board  in  that  industry  to  ap- 
peal as  a  local  tribunal  to  tlie  Federal 
tribunal,  in  order  that  by  being  placed  on 
.1  Federal  basis  unjust  competition  may  be 
prevented.  It  is  not  intended  to  enforce 
absolute  uniformity  all  over  Australia  with- 
out regard  to  place  or  conditions.  When- 
ever Inter-State  competition  becomes  un- 
lir,  the  State  in  which  the  better  condi- 
ns  as  to  employes  obtain  would  naturally 
'er.   That  State  industry  would  then  be 


entitled  to  be,  and  would  be,  protected 
against  unfair  competition  by  the  d«:ision 
of  a  Federal  tribunal,  requiring  an  adjust- 
ment of  rates  in  the  other  State  or  St^.tes. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — The  hcmoraWe  mem 
ber  knows  what  has  been  our  experience  cc 
voluntary  arbitration. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— We  know  whaf  hiS 
been  our  experience  of  the  Wages  Board 
system  in  Victoria,  and  that  in  other  States 
this  system  has  grown  remarkably  dudng 
the  last  few  years.  All  over  Australii,  it 
is  being  recognised  that  whatever  ma}  be 
the  virtues  of  Arbitration  Courts,  it  is  pos- 
sible to  have  a  sphere  for  both  bodies,  and 
that  in  the  practical  sphere,  at  ali  events, 
Wages  Boards  adapt  themselves  more 
readily  to  the  varying  conditions  of  in- 
dustry. The  result  of  this  knowledge  will 
be  the  multiplication  of  Wages  Boards 
and  the  building  up  of  industrial  organi- 
zations all  over  Australia,  whose  decisions 
can  be  focussed  as  far  as  is  necessary 
in  order  that  they  may  be  federal  when 
operating  in  a  Federal  OHnmunitv.  If 
that  is  acliieved,  it  will  mark  a  most  dis- 
tinct advance  in  the  industrial  devek^- 
ment  of  this  country  as  a  whole.  It  will 
be  for  the  first  time  a  Federal  development ; 
and  at  the  same  time  it  will  encourage  in- 
stead of  retarding  or  destroying  industrial 
development  in  the  several  States. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts. — Is  that  the  New 
Protection  we  were  promised  ? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— It  is  a  distinct  advance 
in  the  directicHi  promised.  If  our  industries 
pursue  the  course  of  creating  fresh  State 
Wages  Boards,  as  they  are  doing  now,  it  may 
cover  them  in,  not  only  in  all  protected, 
but  also  in  all  unprotected,  industries. 
There  is  no  obstacle  to  the  admission  of  un- 
protected industries.  This  proposal  is  not 
limited  to  protected  industries,  but  applies 
to  all  industries  throughout  the  Common- 
wealth. It  says  to  them,  "  The  creation  of 
Wages  Boards  by  the  States  is  to  be  fol- 
lowed up  by  linking  them  together  under 
a  Federal  tribunal  to  prevent  unfair  com- 
petition." Until  Ve  perform  that  task, 
which  the  Commonwealth  alone  is  capable 
of  accomplishing,  our  industrial  develop- 
ment must  be  more  and  m<ne  hampered,  as 
Inter-State  trade  expands. 

Mr.  Frazer. — Even  if  the  States 
granted  that  power,  could  they  not  revoke 
it  at  any  time? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— No.  There  is  no  fear 
of  that ;  and  there  is  every  hope  that  they 
will  grant  it.  One  of  our^principaL  objects 
this  sessioa  is  to  dh^uai  ^isu^n^i^  from 
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the  States,  or,  failing  that,  to  consider  a 
propositi(Hi  of  our  own  for  amending  the 

Constitution  in  that  directioa  That  cm 
only  ,be  accomplished  if  we  obtain  sufficient 
time  to  give  the  States  an  opportunity  of 
saving  whether  they  will  unanimously  take, 
this  action,  or,  if  not,  that  will  enable  us  to 
proceed  ourselves.  All  this  must  be  lost  if 
the  proposition  to  do  no  work  this  session 
is  insisted  on. 

Mr.  Frazeb. — Can  the  honorable  mem- 
b*^r  point  to  any  provision  in  the  Constitu- 
tion that  the  States  have  no  right  to  revoke 
any  such  grant  of  power? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  cannot  point  to  a 
specific  declaration  to  that  effect;  but  can 
tell  the  honorable  member  'hat  at  different 
times  opinion  has  been  taken  on  the  ques- 
tion. Although  the  opinions  are  not 
unanimous,  there  are  excellent  grounds  for 
tlie  belief  that,  in  effect,  it  will  be  practi- 
cally impossible  for  the  States  to  withdraw. 
Uf  course,  it  has  not  been  judicially 
decided. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — Is  it  not  all  a  waste 
cf  time,  seeing  that  the  New  South  Wales 
Premier  has  already  stated  that  he  will  re- 
fuse to  ftrant  the  power? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I 'assure  the  honorable 
member  he  is  in  error.  The  leader  of  the 
Opposition  alluded  to  the  measure  upon  the 
statute-book  providing  for  old-age  pensions, 
and  another  measure  by  which  it  is  in- 
tended to  amend  it.  T  not  only  agree  with 
him  that  his  party  is  entitled  to  its  full 
share  of  credit  in  connexion  with  both  pro- 
posals, but  say  that  in  this  matter — the 
rally  matter  in  the  Federal  Parliament  of 
which  it  can  be  said— every  party  is  en- 
titled to  the  same  credit.  Practically, 
there  was  no  opposition  to  the  original 
Bill,  and  T  am  sure  there  will  be  none  to 
the  amending  Bill,  from  any  party  or  sec- 
tion of  the  House.  On  this  one  question, 
v.  L'  are  able  to  point  to  the  three  parties  in 
union.'  I  now  come  to  the  honorable  mem- 
ber's warnings  against  a  suggestion  that  a 
proposal  may  be  submitted  for  dealing  with 
reproductive  works  by  means  of  loan 
money.  I  did  not  understand  that  the 
honorable  member  takes  any  exception  to 
dealing  with  those  or  other  works  by  means 
of  a  currency  i»ue ;  and,  to  my  mind,  the 
differeripe  wtich  separates  a  currency  issue 
from  borrowing  is  not  wide.  In  their  na- 
ture, they  are  similar.  Both  have  to  be 
redeemed,  or  require  to  be  able  to  be  re- 
deemed. The  principal  advantages  pos- 
sessed by  the  currency  issje  are,  of  course, 
well  known,  and  we  propose  to  take  advan- 


tage of  them,  so  far  as  silver  is  concerned, 
as  soon  as  possible,  in  the  measure  which 
has  be^n  laid  before  the  House.  The 
profit  from  that  for  the  time  being  must 
range  from  ;^40,ooo  to  ;^5o,ooo  a  year. 

Mr.  Fisher. — More  than  that. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— We  prefer  rather  to 
under  than  over-estimate  it.  To  preface  the 
next  part  of  my  reply,  let  me  say  that  when 
the  honorable  member  contends  that  the 
difference  between  the  programme  of  his 
Government,  put  forward  in  the  Govemor- 
General's  speech,  and  our  measures  out- 
lined in  the  meftiorandum  which  the  House 
was  good  enough  to  allow  me  to  read  yester- 
dav,  is  confined  to  the  question  of  direct 
taxation,  or,  to  be  more  specific,  to  the  ques- 
tion of  land  taxation,  he  is  wholly  in  error. 
If  he  refers  to  his  own  Governor-General's 
speech,  he  will  find  that  the  differences 
are  much  more  numerous.  Let  me  admit 
that,  like  many  others,  I  for  some 
time  misunderstood  the  honoraible  mem- 
ber's intentions  in  regard  to  the  issue 
of  paper  money,  which  he  spoke 
of  for  some  time  as  a  note  issue.  I  think 
it  was  only  after  his  Newcastle  speech  that 
he  referred  to  it  as  paper  currency,  a  re- 
ference which  I  did  not  see  for  some  time. 
So  far  as  I  could  follow  him,  for  a  con- 
siderable period  he  referred  only  to  note 
issues,  and  to  a  profit  of  ^100,000. 

Mr.  Fisher.— I  think  the  honorable 
member  is  wrong.    I  will  see. 

^rr.  DEAKT!*.— Search  has  been  made, 
and  I  am  informed  that  this  is  the  fact. 
As  he  pointed  only  to  a  profit  of  ^100,000 
a  year,  or  afterwards  of  70,000  a  year, 
or  thereabouts,  frOTn  this  source,  naturally 
one  did  not  understand  that  he  had 
in  bis  mind  a  large  issue  of  one 
or  two  million  pounds  of  paper  money. 
The  Government,  of  course,  would  have 
the  use  of  that  sum.  less  the  amount 
of  gold  that  it  might  be  necessary  to  hold 
against  it.  They  would  put  this  to  their 
credit  without  paying  interest  or  providing 
for  anything  but  renewal  of  the  currency. 
That  project  only  appeared,  so  far  -as 
I  was  concerned,  very  late  in  the  Prime 
Minister's  utterances.  Without  that  clue, 
in  the  very  general  references  that  he  made 
to  other  sources  of  income,  and  the  fact  that 
no  one  had  made,  or  could  make,  an  esti- 
mate of  the  returns  from  his  land  tax 
which  could  be  accepted  as  in  the  least  de- 
gree authoritative,  it  was  impossible  to 
comprehend  the  financial  scheme  that  he 
put  forward.  He  may  have  had  it  clearly 
in  his  own  mind,  but  it  was  not  so  conveyer' 
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to  his  critics,  that  any  of  them  understood 
it  for  a  considerable  period.  Even  then, 
those  who  took  the  precaution  of  putting  the 
figures  together  as  I  did  found  themselves 
considerably  at  a  loss.  We  have  consequently 
no  evidence  that  the  financial  proposals 
which  the  late  Govemmmt  would  havesub- 
mitted — and  which  in  the  form  that  the  hwi- 
orable  member  indicated  would  have  been  of 
a  serious  character  and  required  scwne  iro- 
oortant  changes — could  have  been  accepted 
by  the  House.  On  the  contrary,  we  have 
good  reason  to  believe  that  tlie  House 
would  not  have  regarded  them  favorably. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — There  is  no  evidence 
that  anything  will  be  accepted. 

Mr.  'DEAKIN. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber's proposals  were  so  nebulous  that  even 
members  of  his  own  party  did  not  under- 
stand them.  I  admit  that  every  fiiiarcial  state, 
ment  has  to  be  in  nebulous  detail  when  made 
in  anticipation  of  a  craning  Budget.  That 
is  true  of  his  statement,  and  it  is  true  of 
ours  at  present.  But  in  his  statement  he 
went  into  a  large  number  of  calculations, 
the  result  of  which  was  to  present  particu- 
lar proposals  which  could  not  be  accepted 
by  this  Parliament.  There  were  indica- 
titMis  that  he  thought  so.  Then  came  his 
substitute  for  the  new  protection  amend- 
ment which  we  were  proposing.  He  seeks 
to  ann«  for  the  Ccwomonwealth  the  whole 
of  the  industrial  authority  of  Australia. 
The  honorable  ra«nber  proposed  to  take 
it  alt  into  Federal  hands,  pronding  the 
po^ver  were  conferred  upon  the  Common- 
wealth as  the  result  of  a  referendum  of  the 
electors  and  an  absolute  majority  of  both 
Houses.  I  take  leave  to  doubt  whether 
that  would  have  been  possible  in  either 
House  of  this  Parliament,  so  that  the  pro- 
ject would  have  been  postponed  for  an  in- 
definite time. 

Mr.  WATK.INS. — Where  does  the  hontM-- 
abie  member  find  the  honorable  member  for 
Wide  Bay  making;  that  statement  regarding 
the  taking  of  all  the  industrial  authority 
of  Australia? 

Mr.  DEAKIX.— I  find  it  in  sereral  of 
his  speeches,  and  in  the  GOTemor-General's 
speech  itself. 

^^r,  Spesce. — He  did  not  propose  to  take 
away  the  power  from  the  States. 

Mr.  DEAKIX.— I  will  deal  with  that  in 
a  moment.  These  are  the  words  in  the 
speech — 

Proposals  will  be  submitted  to  you  for  the 
nmeocimciit  of  the  Constitution  to  enable  Par- 
iament    to    protect    the    interests   of    the  con- 
imer  and  insure  a  fair  and  reasonable  wage 
every   worker   in   the   Commonwealth.  In 


protected  and  unprotected  industries  this  will 
be  secured  through  such  extension  of  the  in- 
dustrial powers  of  the  Parliament  as  may  be 
necMsary. 

That  means  the  endowment  of  the  Commca- 
wealth  with  absolute  authcritv  —  the  ;i  1- 
'  ministration  of  all  the  industrial  affairs  of 
the  whole  of  the  immense  area  of  Austra^i.i. 
and  i  ts  scattered  populations,  f  ron:  n 
Federal  centre,  and  radiating  to  the  ex- 
tremities. 

Mr.  Carr. — ^What  more  did  we  want  ? 

Mr.  DEAKIX'. — Vou  could  net  want 
more.  There  was  no  more  to  be  got  The 
scheme  was  not  only  politically  improbable 
now  or  in  the  future,  but  executively  im- 
possible at  any  time.  It  would  mate  upon 
Federal  organization  a  demand  that  cannct 
be  paralleled  by  anything  that  has  been 
seen  here,  or,  so  far  as  I  know,  anywhere 
else.  You  would  have  to  gather  to  o:::^ 
centre,  and  from  one  centre  administer  and 
gwem  erery  industry  thrcugiiout  Australia. 

Mr.  Batchelor.— Xon sense. 

Mr.  DEAKIX.— That  is  what  it  means. 
That  is  what  it  says.  You  are  to  deal  with 
the  interests  of  the  consumer.  The  con- 
sumer includes  every  one  who  is  an  Austra- 
lian citizen.  You  are  to  insiKe  a  fair  wage  to 
every  wwker,  no  matter  what  industry  he  is 
engaged  in.  In  those  categories  you  take  in 
practically  every  man  in  the'  Common- 
wealth, and  as  consumers,  al!  the  men. 
women,  and  children  of  the  Commonwealtli. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — That  is  not  half  so 
all-embr^tcing  as  the  Inter-State  Commis- 
sion as  proposed,  which  is  going  to  be 
another  Go\-ernment. 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — I  will  make  reference- 
to  that  in  a  moment.  Even  honorable  mem- 
hers  opposite  do  not  vet  appear  to  ha\c 
realized  what  the  actual  meaning  of  thi= 
industrial  proposition  to  which  they  are  com- 
mitting themselves  is  and  must  be.  There 
is  no  escape  from  it.  It  means  the  introdi:-'- 
tion  of  a  new  system  of  Federal  organij.t- 
tion,  starting  from  a  Federal  centre,  and 
governing  the  whole  of  .\ustra'ia,  and 
it  means,  if  Parliament  thinks  fit.  the  abso- 
lute displacement  of  the  whole  of  the 
State  organizations.  It  would  be  er- 
tremely  difficult  to  c?tt\  out  that  Federal 
organization,  and  link  it  on  to  the  State 
organizations.  Let  me  put  the  difference 
between  that  proposal  and  ours  clearly. 
Our  proposal  is  to  start  from  the  industries 
themselves  and  the  alreadv  existing  Wap*-' 
PoardR  and  State  tribunals,  and  build  ur> 
through  the  Constitution  te^Federal  centre, 
which  will  goveft^  tf*  StMently  to  pre- 
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vent  unfair  competition  between  the  States, 
<;r  enable  it  to  be  adjusted.  Our  scheme 
is  to  build  on  to  the  existing  foundations, 
without  any  fresh  creation  of  ours  except 
a  central  authority  for  appeal  on  Federal 
pounds.  Their  scheme  was  to  begin  at 
the  other  end,  by  creating  a  new  central 
authority  having  unlimited  power  over  all 
workers,  and  authority  to  protect  the 
intL-rests  of  all  consumers. 

Mr.  Hall. — The  difference  between  pro- 
t^-ting  a  few  employers  and  protecting 
many  workers. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Not  in  the  least ;  it  is 
the  difference  between  interfering  with  the 

business  of  everybody  throughout  the 
country  bv  a  Federal  authority,  and  pro- 
viding' a  tribunal  to  adjust  equitable  wages 
in  every  industry,  for  which,  in  any  State, 
there  exists  a  Board,  which  believes  itself 
imperilled  by  unfair  competition  in  some 
other  State.  In  addition,  we  should  have 
under  the  Labour  proposal  to  face  the  ex- 
istence of  double  sets  of  laws — a  law  in 
«very  State  passed  by  that  State,  and  a 
supreme  law  capable  of  being  operated  at 
the  same  time  in  the  same  area.  Every  in- 
dustry would  be  governed  by  two  sets  of 
laws,  with  all  their  possibilities  of  conflict ; 
and  though^  of  course,  the  supreme  Federal 
power  must  ultimately  override  the  State 
law,  the  supremacy  would  have  to  be  dis- 
covered and  tested  by  a  series  of  actions. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — That  would  apply  to 
the  Government's  proposal  in  predsely  the 
same  way. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— No;  when  the  honor- 
able member  reads  in  Hansard-  what  I 
have  stated  he  will  see  that  the  Govern- 
ment scheme  does  not  require  that  duplica- 
tion, and,  in  fact,  does  not  permit  it. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — Is  the  Government 
scheme  to  which  the  Prime  Minister  is  re- 
ferring different  from  the  one  outlined  in 
the  memorandum?  Has  the  Prime  Min- 
ister changed  since  vesterday? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— No;  I  stand  firm  on 
yesterday,  and  all  its  previous  yesterdavs, 
io  the  beginning  of  my  first  recorded  poli- 
tical time. 

Mr.  Frazer. — Will  the  Prime  Minister 
5ay  how  far  he  could  have  gone  imder  the 
swrond  memorandum? 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — Not  so  far  in  range.  In 
the  first  place  the  proposal  applied  only  to 
protected  industries,  while  the  scheme,  as 
outlined,  was  drawn  esperially  so  as  to  in- 
terfere as  little  as  possible  with  State  indus- 
trial tribunals. 


Mr.  Frazer. — Has  not  the  Prime  Min- 
ister said  that  his  present  proposal  would 
deal  with  unprotected  as  well  as  protected 
industries? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Yes;  through  the  State 
tribunals,  and  only  on  appeal  to  the  Federal 
trihunal.  To  turn  from  that  to  an- 
other vital  difference  between  ourselves  and 
the  Labour  Party,  although  attention  was 
called  to  the  fact  that  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition,  in  his  speech  at  Gympie,  dealt 
in  a  very  curious  fashion  with  the  whole 
fiscal  issue,  he  has  never  thought  it  neces- 
sary since  then,  eren  in  the  Governor-Gene- 
ral's speech,  to  put  himself  more  in  line 
with  the  opinion  which  I  myself,  and  many 
other  members  of  the  House,  hold  verv 
strongly.  In  his  important  policy  speech 
the  honorable  member  alluded  in  the  most 
indifferent  way  to  protection  as  havinfj  been 
adopted,  "rightly  or  wrongly."  He 
altogether  ignored  any  reference 'to  pre- 
ferential trade  developments,  and  passed 
over,  without  a  word  either  there  or  here, 
the  reciprocity  treaties  to  which  a  large 
section  of  the  House  attaches  a  great  deal 
of  value.  In  view  of  the  criticism  of  us  that 
is  being  offered  by  those  protectionists  who 
are  sitting  on  that  side  cf  the  House,  it  is 
very  remarkable  that,  on  this  question,  the 
late  Government  remained  what  one  of  their 
number  once  termed  himsel  f — a  fiscal 
atheist.  Vet  behind  then:,  and  in  supTX)rt 
of  them,  are  rallied  those  who  profess  them- 
selves alarmed  for  the  fate  of  protection. 
It  is  extremely  remarkable  tijat  all  reference 
to  this  omission  should  be  to  this  dav  ex- 
cluded from  the  speeches  of  the  honorable 
leader  of  the  Opposition,  and  his  pro- 
tectionist supporters,  after  the  pointed 
attention  drawn  to  it.  Then  I  notice  a 
change  of  which  I  do  not  comprehend  the 
purport.  In  the  speech  at  Gympie  a  pro- 
posal was  made  to  nationalize  the  iron 
industry  only,  but  in  the  Governor- 
General's  speech  the  iron  industry  dis- 
appears, and,  instead  of  it,  we  get  that 
blessed  word  Mesopotamia — "  the  nation- 
alization of  monopolies,"  whatever  thev  are 
or  wherever  they  may  be.  I  do  not  know 
whether  that  includes  the  iron  industry  or 
not — whether  the  iron  industry  is  dropped 
out  and  a  number  of  others  taken  in,  or 
what  is  meant.  No  light  has  been  afforded 
on  the  point. 

Mr.  Frazer.— We  were  gagged. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— We  have  not  onlv  had 
three  or  four  consecutive  days  of  exposition 
of  the  iniquity  oF'Mi^^  W^debate,  but 
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the  same  time  a  repetition  of  all  the  eood 
things  we  should  have  had  if  the  debate 
had  been  allowed  to  proceed.  I  do  not 
think  we  have  fallen  short  of  a  full  ex- 
position under  the  circumstances. 

Mr.  Frazer.— There  is  a  good  deal  more 
to  come  1 

Mr.  DE AKIN.— That  is  not  an  en- 
courai;ing  interjection.  Whv  I  lay  a  little 
stress  on  this  matter  is  that  the  main  body 
of  the  proposals,  which  have  been 
before  Parliament  during  recent  years, 
have  a  great  deal  in  common,  at  all 
events  so  far  as  their  subjects  are  con- 
cerned, though  there  may  be  variations  as 
to  treatment ;  indeed,  in  many  instances,  the 
treatment  is  much  the  same.  This  proves, 
as  I  said  in  Tasmania  long  a«ro,  that  after 
all  our  discords  and  differences  there 
appears  to  be  a  development  of  somethmg 
that  may  be  called  a  Commonwealth  policy. 
It  is  not  all  that  any  party  has  striven  for, 
but  it  represents  the  net  result  of  the 
debates  and  conflicts  in  Parliament  during 
the  TaSt  nine  years.  To  a  large  extent  we 
have  got,  or  are  getting,  on  much  the  same 
basis. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis.— Has  the  Prime 
Minister  made  any  sacrifices? 

Mr.  DEAK.IN.— We  all  live  by  sacri- 
fice, commencing  with  self  sacrifice. 

Mr.  Fisher. — I  thought  that  to  mention 
the  nationalization  of  industries  once  was 
sufficient.  . 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Does  that  mean  all  m- 
dustries  ? 

Mr.  Fisher. — All  monopolies. 

Mr.  Watkins. — That  is  near  enough  for 
the  Prime  Minister. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Quite;  so  long  as  I 
understand  what  is  meant.  I  was  saying 
that  all  parties  were  getting  to  a  common 
basis  of  policy.  Now  it  is,  perhaps,  worth 
mentioning  that  honorable  members  op- 
posite, much  to  my  surprise,  have  made 
certain  complaints  about  mv  action  and  at- 
titude.   That  appears  bewildering. 

Mr.  Batchelor.— Exactly ;  that  is  how 
it  appears  to  us. 

Mr.  DEAKIN'. — So  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned, the  Labour  Party  could  not  have 
had  fairer  treatment.  I  have  been  playing 
with  all  mv  political  cards  on  the  public 
table  for  the  last  six  months  or  more. 
If  honorable  members  turn  to  the  last  sit- 
tings of  the  last  session,  they  will  remember 
that  I  called  attention,  in  an  unoffidal  pro 
gramme.  to  the  measures  that  ought  to  be 
dealt  with,  and  pressed  for  an  early  meet- 
ig  of  Parliament.    Then,  no  sooner  were 


the  Christmas  holidays  over  than  I  had  to 
attend  various  gatherings.     For  instance, 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition  and  mvself 
were  at  the  great  Australian  Natives'  meet- 
ing in  Melbourne,  where,  again,  in  his  pre- 
sence. I  took  the  opportunity  to  discuss 
my  complete  programme  of  proposals ;  and 
throughout  Taanania  and  the  other  States 
I  discussed  it  together  with  all  the  other 
questiOTS    now    before    us.  PrM^ically 
all  the  subjects  that  are  in  our  programme 
have  been  discussed  in  many  parts  of  Aus- 
tralia in  the  fullest  way  by  myself  inde- 
pendently, both  before  the  then  Prime  Min- 
ister spoke  and  after  he  spoke.  After  Gym- 
pie  my    expositions    were    coupled  with 
criticisms  of  portions  of  his  speeches  in 
which  he  was  reckless  enough  to  diverge 
from  myself  and  even  to  entertain  differ- 
ences of  opinion.    I  have  from  the  \erv 
first  frankly  and  freely  indicated  my  di- 
vergence  frcHn   the    honorable  member's 
policy  speech,  in  practically  all  the  points 
that  I  am  indicating  to-night.    What  could 
anyone  do  more  ?    All  this  was  in  the  light 
of  day.    In  a  whirling,  changing  world, 
honorable  members  will  find  me  the  one 
stable,   consistent   person,   with   a  steady 
view  of  my  own  policy,  and  a  frank  criti- 
cism   of    theirs,    consistently  ccmtinued 
throughout ;  the  variations  of  my  variegated 
friends  opposite  are  a  source  of  surprise  to 
me.    When  I  was  diverted  to  this  pleasant 
little  personal  digression,  I  was  referring 
to  the  fact  that  the  leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion had  singled  out  only  his  direct  taxa- 
tion proposal  as  marking  the  difference  be- 
tAveen  oia-  two  parties,  while  I  have  men- 
tioned a  number  of  other  grare  differences 
to  which  attention  must  be  called.  On 
the  land  tax  question  hOTwable  members 
opposite  are  following  exactly  a  parallel 
course  to  that  proposed  in  reference  to  Aus- 
tralian industries.     They  intend  at  one 
stride  to  take  under  control,  and  to  le\-v 
on,  the  whole  of  the  lands  of  Australia.  Of 
course,  there  is  an  exemption  up  to  j£s,poo  ;. 
but  the  proposal  is  that  the  Federation 
should  step  at  once  into  the  field  by  taking 
control  and  levying,  subject  to  that  exemp- 
tion, on  the  whole  of  the  alienated  land  of 
the  continent.    That  is  an  immense  propo- 
sition.  Here,  again,  we  cannot  escape  from 
the  fact  that  already,  in  most  of  the  States, 
indeed,  in  all  

Sir  John  Forrest. — In  all. 

Mr,  DEAKIN.— In  some  States  thetaxa- 
tuMi  mav  be  of  comparatively  slight  extent, 
but,  subject  to  that,  thwe  are  i|  all  the 
States  taxes  on  niat^dSt£K«yid^l«nicipal, 
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and  some  of  them  on  unimproved  values. 
So  that,  whatever  may  be  said,  the  Labour 
proposal  introduces,  as  in  the  industrial 
sptyese,  a  double  rule  of  legis!atioi>r-two 
sets  of  laws — to  which  the  land-holder  must 
look.  By  consequence  there  are  introduced 
ine\'itable  inequalities  of  taxatiwi.  In  one 
State  there  may  be  a  heavy  land  tax  levied 
in  addition  to  the  Federal  tax,  while,  in  an- 
other State,  the  community  may  be  rich 
and  fortunate  enough  to  do  without  a  local 
tax.  Legislate  as  we  may,  while  the  States 
retain  their  power  of  taxing  land,  there 
must  be  cre^ed  un-Federal  inequalities  by 
a  Federal  tax. 

Mr.  Batchelob.— That  is  an  argument 
against  FederaticKi. 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — ^No;  nor  even  an  argu- 
ment, from  my  individual  point  of  view, 
against  Federal  land  legislation  in  con- 
nexion with  settlement — legislation  aimed 
solely  at  settlement,  and  not  at  finance — if 
it  should  prove  that  the  States  will  not  ex- 
CTcise  their  powers  and  responsibilities  in 
this  regard.  Speaking  for  myself,  and 
with,  I  think,  the  support  of  a.  large 
number  of  honorable  members  of  this  side, 
I  believe  that,  if  Australia  is  to  be  faced 
with  the  choice  between  an  imperfect  and 
insu6Scient  settlemmt  of  our  nch  lands — 
depopulation,  in  fact,  and  national  weak- 
n^s-— or  Federal  legislation  in  regard  to 
land  laws.  Federal  legislation  will  come. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — Is  Australia  not  face'd 
with  that  choice  now? 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — No;  it  is  impossible  to 
tell  what  this  tax  is  aimed  at.  It  was 
to  raise  a  large  sum,  but  how  much  or  how 
little,  no  one  knew  ;  and  it  was  to  be  raised 
in  a  most  inequitable  fashion.  Apparently, 
the  plan  had  been  devised  without  sufficient 
previous  study  of  actual  conditions.  I  was 
able  to  gather  in  Queaisland  that  a  grazing 
estate  there  which,  being  connected  with  an- 
other estate  nearer  the  seaix)ard  of  con- 
siderable value  would  have  to  pay  in  tax 
alone  twice  as  much  as  the  rent  at  which 
the  same  land  next  to  it  across  the  fence 
was  burdened.  The  tax  was  more  than 
twice  the  annual  value  without  regard  to 
municipal  rates. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — That  could  not  be  as- 
certained without  an  assessment. 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — I  was  informed  of 
the  value  of  the  two  properties  by  the 
owners,  who  are  substantial  people,  in_  re- 
gard to  whose  word  there  is  no  question. 
I  understand  that  in  Queensland  there  is  an 
unimproved  land  values  tax  for  municipal 
purposes. 


Mr.  McD  cue  ALL.— Will  the  Prime 
Minister  give  us  details  of  the  case  he  has 
mentioned  ? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  have  given  the  details. 
Mr.  Tudor. — What  were  the  values  of 
the  estates? 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — Speaking  from  memory, 
from  ;^5o,ooo  to  ^^60,000,  taking  the  two 
together.  I  was  told  that  it  is  customary 
in  Queensland  to  work  land  in  the  interior 
subject  to  an  intermittent  rainfall  with 
better  watered  land  elsewhere ;  that 
this  is  the  only  way  in  which  the  grazing 
land  of  the  interior  can  be  utilized,  the  rain- 
fall being  insufficient  for  its  permanent  set- 
tlement. Would  the  honorable  member 
wish  that  land  to  remain  barren  and  idle? 
Would  he  tax  it  at  twice  its  annual  value? 

Mr.  Batchelor. — One  tenure  must  have 
been  leasehold  and  the  other  freehold. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Both  were  freehold  I 
have  stated  an  actual  case.  Again,  if  the 
Commonwealth  now  levied  a  land  tax,  it 
would  depart  from  the  practice  of  this  Par- 
liament, and  from  the  anticipation  which 
prevailed  when  the  Constitution  was  ac- 
cepted by  the  people.  Since  we  have  con- 
trol of  the  means  of  indirect  taxation,  we 
should  seek  to  satisfy  our  necessary  and 
legitimate  needs  by  that  means,  leaving 
to  the  States,  which  cannot  impose 
duties  of  Custwns  and  Excise,  the  field 
of  direct  taxation.  We  should  weaken 
our  case  in  respect  to  the  redistribu- 
tion which  must  take  place  when  the  Brad- 
don  provision  ceases  to  operate,  and 
diminish  our  claim  on  the  Customs  and 
Excise  revenue  which  we  control,  should  we 
adopt  a  policy  involving  double  direct  taxa- 
tion, and  at  the  same  time  increa^ng  the 
financial  difficulties  of  the  States.  Such  a 
step  would  be  injudicious  for  us  and  in- 
jurious to  them.  In  the  more  populous 
States — New  South  Wales  and  Victoria — 
measures  of  land  taxation  are  now  fore- 
shadowed, and  it  is  anticipated  that  the  tax 
will  be  imposed  on  unimproved  values. 

Mr.  Watkins.— In  New  South  Wales  the 
land  tax  has  been  abandoned. 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — I  have  read  a  speech, 
delivered  by  the  Premier  of  the  State 
within  the  last  ten  days,  which  seems  to 
point  to  the  probability  of  the  introduction 
of  a  land  tax. 

Mr.  Webster. — I  can  quote  a  speech 
which  is  definitely  opposed  to  further  land 
taxation. 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — The  speech  I  read  was 
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Mr.  Tudor.— When  does  the  honorable 
gentleman  expect  the  Victorian  land  tax  to 
be  proposed  ? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Next  session. 

Mr.  Tudor. — And  when  will  it  be  passed 
bv  tlie  Victorian  Legislative  Council? 

'  Mr.  DEAKIN. — I  make  no  forecast,  but 
believe  that  the  state  of  public  opinion  in 
Victoria  is  such  that  the  imposition  of  such 
taxation  will  not  be  delayed.  The  leader 
of  the  Opiwsition  has  associated  land  taxa- 
tion with  immigration,  and  the  questions 
are  properly  dealt  with  together.  The  hon- 
orable gentleman,  however,  made  his  pro- 
jt-cts  for  immigration  depend  wholly  upon 
tlie  passing  of  a  Federal  land  tax  as  a  pre- 
liminary, putting  on  <Kie  side  State  legisla- 
tion, present  or  prospective.  He  carefully 
avc»d«l  criticism,  though  his  attention  was 
continuously  called  to  it,  of  the  offer  we 
had  made  to  the  States  to  provide  all  im- 
migrants, for  whom  they  would  undertake 
to  find  land  or  employment.  Why  should 
not  that  offer  have  been  repeated?  It  ^ut 
on  the  States  the  responsibility  of  determin- 
ing their  natural  demands  for  new  settlers, 
and  of  dealing  with  them. 

Mr.  Webster. — With  whom  does  the  re- 
sponsibiUtv  of  defending  Australia  lie? 
Was  that  put  on  the  States,  too? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— No.  The  offer  which 
we  made  was  pressed  on  the  Stitos,  and 
should  have  been  repeated.  But  the  Labour 
leader  ignored*  and  still  ignores  it.  Our 
responiiibility  in  this  matter  must  be  shared 
bv  the  States.  We  should  add  to  the  num- 
bers of  those  who  earn  incomes  as  well  as 
to  the  citizens  who  pay  indirect  taxation. 
Thus  the  benefit  would  be  mutual.  It  is  a 
matter  of  surprise  that  the  late  Government 
(lid  not  press  our  offer.  Passing  from  that, 
the  argument  of  the  leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion to-day  seemed  to  lack  its  usual  clear- 
ness when' he  referred  to  the  stress  laid  on 
the  fact  that  candidates  of  his  party  are 
opposing  members  of  our  party  in  the  con- 
stituencies. 

Mr.  Fisher. — ^The  complaint  which  has 
■been  publicly  made  by  honorable  members 
opposite  is  that  they  are  being  challenged  in 
the  constituencies  bv  Labour  candidates. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Exactly.  The  honor- 
able member  does  not  seem  to  recognise  the 
force  of  that  complaint.  His  party  was  in 
a  minority,  and  his  Government  could  be 
maintained  in  power  onlv  by  the  support 
of  members  of  our  party.  These  mem- 
Iwrs  were  asked  to  support  it  at  a  time  when 
=s  Laliour  organizations  were  threatening 
m  i^  their  constituencies. 


Mr.  Watkins. — A  similar  position  db- 
tained  when  the  Labour  Party  was  support- 
ing the  late  Deakin  Administration. 

Mr..  DEAKIN. — No.  If  it  were  proper 
for  honorable  members  who  were  not  Labour 
members  to  maintain  a  Labour  Govern- 
ment and  its  policy,  it  was  surely  proper  for 
the  Labour  Paity  to  support  those  without 
whose  support  it  could  not  continue  in 
power,  or  give  effect  to  its  policy.  It 
should  have  supported  those  who  were  sup- 
porting it. 

Mr.  Batcheloh. — Has  the  h<»ic»-able 
member  been  promised  immunity  from  the 
opposition  of  candidates  of  other  parties? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Although  the  Labour 
Party  has  been  seeking  for  three  months, 
it  hu  not  yet  been  able  to  select  a  candi- 
date to  oppose  me  at  Ballarat.  My  withers 
are  unwrung,  so  that  I  speak  dispasaon- 
ately.  To  me,  a  Labour  candidate  would 
be  preferable  to  any  other. 

Mr.  Roberts. — The  honorable  gentle- 
man sought  for  and  obtained  immunity 
fiom  the  Conser\'atives  last  time. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— No.  When  it  was 
found  that  the  third  candidate  could  not 
win,  he  was  withdrawn. 

Afr.  Roberts. — Upon  a  specific  prcoiise 
from  the  honorable  ^ntlman. 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — Upon  no  promises  not 
made  on  the  public  platform,  and  all  ful- 
filled. If  the  honorable  gentleman  looks 
up  the  returns,  he  will  see  that  it  would 
have  made  no  difference  to  the  result  had 
a  third  candidate  stood.  But  was  it  rea- 
sonable, fair,  or  decent  to  say  to  other 
members  of  our  party,  "  Vou  must  supp(»t 
us  and  our  policy,  although  by  so  doing 
you  will  raise  up  against  you  opponents 
who  are  not  of  our  partv,  while  we  at  the 
same  time  bring  forward  other  oppottents 
who  are  of  our  party  and  of  your  policy,  so 
that  Avhatever  your  acts  or  policy  may  be 
you  are  sure  to  be  defeated  "  ? 

Mr.  Webster. — That  is  the  treatment 
which  the  protectionists  meted  oat  to  us. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— No.  That  treatment 
should  have  been  meted  out  to  vou  in  New 
South  Wales  at  the  last  election,  but  it  was 
not. 

Mr.  Webster. — ^It  was. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — It  was  not.  Had 
it  been  meted  out,  a  number  of  those  who 
are  now  Labour  members  would  not  be 

here. 

Mr.  Batcheloh. — Many  of  those  now 
sitting  behind  the  Go\-emment  wilL  not  be 
in  the  next  ParliaapaittbyiorOOglC 
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Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  have  again  to  call 
attention  to  the  fact  that  honorable  mem- 
bers must  not  address  each  other  across 
the  chamber.  It  is  impossible  for  the 
speaker  to  proceed  in  the  face  of  such 
interruption.  Sometimes  three  or  four 
members  are  interjecting  at  once,  in  loud 
tones. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— As  I  have  called  at- 
tention  to  the  many  grare  matters  upon 
which  we  were  and  are  at  issue  with 
the  late  Government,  it  se^s  proper 
now  to  refer  to  the  new  proposals 
in  the  memorandum  which  I  read  yester- 
day. Of  these  the  first  and  most  im- 
portant is  for  the  appointment  of  an  Inter- 
State  Commission.  The  constitutional  im- 
portance of  such  a  body  is  hardly  recog- 
nised, ifay  I  so  far  trespass  upon  the 
patience  of  honorable  members  as  to  read, 
in  this  omnexion,  section  zoi  of  the  Con- 
stitution, which  says — 

There  shall  be  an  Inter-State  Commission, 
with  such  powers  of  adjudication  and  ad- 
miaistratitm  as  the  Parliament  deems  necessary 
for  the  eiecution  and  maintenance,  within  the 
Commonwealth,  of  the  provisions  of  this  Con- 
stitution relating  to  trade  and  commerce,  and 
of  all  laws  made  tfaeTeunder. 

The  widest  power  under  the  Constitution 
is  the  control  of  trade  and  commerce. 
That  and  atl  po»:ers  thereunder  mav  be 
exercised  by  the  Inter-State  Commission 
whenever  thought  beneficial.  A  preceding 
section  defines  trade  and  oommerce  as  in- 
cluding navigation  and  the  management  of 
State  railways.  It  seemed  to  us,  there- 
fore, that»  in  order  that  the  Federal 
authority  might  be  used  in  a  strictly  con- 
stitutional manner,  an  Inter-State  Com- 
mission should  be  created,  its  members 
to  have  the  tenure  of  office  required 
by  the  Constitution,  which  would  insure 
their  independence.  We  think  that  the 
time  has  arri\'ed  when,  with  great  advan- 
tage to  the  manifold  interests  concerned, 
that  Commission  should  be  brought  into 
existence.  Of  late  years,  largely  owing  to 
the  energy  of  that  brilliant  politician,  Mr. 
Winston  Churchill,  and  his  equally  bril- 
liant and  able  predecessor,  Mr.  Lloyd- 
George,  the  functions  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  have  been  growinpj  at  a  marvellous 
rate.  It  used  lo  be  said  that  the  policv 
of  Lttsses  faire  was  supreme  in  British 
Departments.  This  has  ceased  to  be  true 
of  the  Board  of  Trade,  which  is  pushing 
its  inquiries  into  all  the  ramifications  of 
trade  and  industry,  employment  and  un- 
emplm-ment.  A  measure  which  will  en- 
able it  to  do  this  taon  authOTitatively  is 


now  before  the  Imperial  Parliament.  That 
Board  of  Trade  seeks  to  afford  advice 
and  assistance  to  toth  employers  and  era-, 
ployed,  and  of  late  it  has  been  endea- 
vouring to.  twing  them  more  closely  to- 
gether. Therefore,  in  regard  to  the  pro- 
posed establishment  of  the  Inter-State 
Commission,  while  the  great  difference  be- 
tween the  two  countries,  in  situation  and 
population,  must  not  be  lost  sight  of,  we 
have  the  precedent  of  what  is  being  done 
by  the  Mother  Country.  In  most  conti- 
nental countries,  and '  in  Germany  more 
particularly,  we  can  point  to  Boards 
under  various  titles,  pursuing  similar  work. 
By  the  creation  of  the  Inter-State  Com- 
mission we  shall  obtain  the  services  of 
an  expert  body  not  in  anv  sense 
above  Parliament.  It  requires'  to  be 
created  by  Parliament.  Parliament  will 
fix  its  powers,  and  determine  the  con- 
ditions imder  which  those  powers  are  to 
be  exercised.  Having  been  created  bv 
Parliament,  it  will  be  a  non-party  bodv, 
to  which  can  be  submitted  with  confidence 
a  number  of  industrial  prc^lems  for  in- 
quiry and  advice  from  men  whose  everv- 
day  business  will  put  them  in  touch 
with  the  actual  industries  of  the 
country,  and  those  concerned  with  them. 
It  will  be  the  duty  of  the  Commission 
to  search  for  new  markets  abroad,  to  study 
markets  and  production  at  home,  and  the 
exchange  of  information  between  the  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  Commonwealth.  As- 
sociated with  it  we  shall  have,  naturally, 
as  a  sort  of  sub-branch,  the  labour  bureaif 
we  have  long  needed.  That  bureau 
will  be  able  to  take  up  and  advise  upori 
evidence  such  as  has  just  been  furnished 
by  Sir  John  Cockburn  in  one  of  thase 
valuable  reports  on  industrial  questions  for 
which  the  Commonwealth  is  much  in- 
debted to  him.  This  will  enable  us,  not 
only  to  have  what  mav  be  called  a 
clearing-house  for  labour,  so  that  know- 
leflge  of  surplus  of  labour  in  one  place, 
and  of  work  in  another,  may  be  circu- 
lated; but  more  especially  to  take  in  hand 
the  everlasting  problem  of  unemployment 
—which  has_  long  confronted  the  Old 
World,  and  is  appearing  even  in  the  New. 
We  can  make  an  effort  to  provide  insurance 
against  uriemployment  such  as  has  been 
satisfactorily  made  in  <Mie  or  two  Euro- 
pean countries. 

Mr.  Crouch.— Does  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman think  that  the  Inter-Stale  Commis- 
sion  can  have  largerV:i)^Qfil^han  the 
Parliament  possesses? 
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Mr.  DEAKIN.— No.  It  will  be 
created  by  the  Federal  Parliament,  which 
will  determine  its  powers. 

Mr.  Crouch.— If  the  High  Court  has 
said  that  the  Federal  Parliament  has  ex- 
ceeded its  powers  in  this  regard,  how  can 
we  give  the  Inter-State  Commission  powers 
that  we  do  not  possess? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.^We  cannot;  but  we 
ha\e  in  the  Constitution  a  charter  of 
powers  that  we  are  authorized  to  grant 
to  the  Commission.    Those  we  can  grant. 

Mr.  Crouch. — The  Government  propose 
to  amend  the  Constitution  to  enable  addi- 
tional powers  to  be  conferred  on  the  Com- 
mission ? 

Mr.  DEAKIX.— I  am  advised  that  it 
will  not  he  necessary  to  have  an  amendment 
of  the  Constitution  to  carry  out  any 
of  the  purposes  mentioned.  They  are 
not  in  conflict  with  State  law,  or  outside 
the  limits  of  our  own  very  wide  powers. 
It  is  difficult  to  say  what  *'trade_and 
commerce"  does  not  cover  in  the  life  oT 
Australia. 

Mr.  Mahon.— Does  it  cover  railways? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Railways  aie  specially 
covered  in  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  Roberts. — It  is  safe  to  say  that  the 
"trade  and  commerce"  provision  in  the  Con- 
stitution does  not  cover  industrial  matters. 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — Industrial  matters  are 
a  branch  of  commerce  whose  control  will 
I>e  Ijevond  its  poi\ers,  but  they  will  come 
to  a  i.'irge  extent  under  the  re\'iew  of  the 
Inter-State  Commission. 

Mr.  Roberts. — New  Protection  is,  so  to 
speak,  a  branch  of  "trade  and  commerce." 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Yes,  for  inquirv.  The 
suMwt  is  full  of  great  opportunities,  but 
I  shall  not  discuss  .it  further. 

Mr.  King  O'Malley.— Does  not  the 
honorable  member  think  these  expensive 
Commissions  will  eventually  make  protec- 
tiC'H  top-heavv? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— No.  Although  I  look 
in  vain  in  the  Governor-General's 
sjicerh  for  any  reference  of  a 
fisn.il  character,  the  brief  Ministerial 
statt'ment  that  I  read  yesterday  in- 
cludes allusions  to  the  New  Protection, 
to  the  anomalies  in  the  existing  Tariff, 
and  to  the  usefulness  of  the  operations  of 
a  Board  of  Trade,  in  connexion  with  the 
Tariff  when  dealing  with  many  vexed  ques- 
tions of  detail  that  come  before  us  with 
conflicts  of  interested  evidence.  All  those 
questions  and  others  relating  to  Pre- 
ferential   Trade    and    Reciprocity  can 


be  referred  to  this  dbinterested  and 
impartial  body  well  qualified  to  mea- 
sure the  strength  of  evidence,  and  the 
character  of  the  several  industries  with 
which  it  has  to  deal.  I  am  able  to  show, 
at  all  events,  a  prevision  of  the  importance 
to  the  Commonwealth  of  these  fiscal  and 
industrial  matters,  and  our  preparations  for 
dealing  with  them.  Nor  do  I  find  in  the 
Governor-General's  speech  a  reference  to 
the  establishment  of  an  Agricultural 
Bureau,  in  respect  to  which  I  think  all 
parties  are  agreed. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — Will  that  also  be  con- 
nected with  the  Commission? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Yes;  in  a  Tery  useful 
way. 

Mr.  Watkins. — Is  all  this  work  for 
one  session? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— And  plentv  more.  Let 
me  remind  honorable  members  that  only 
last  year  we  took  a  new  step  in  this  direc- 
tion,  when,  at  the  request  of  the  pastoral- 
ists  and  bearers  axnbined,  whose  repre- 
sentatives waited  on  the  Go\'eTnment  with 
which  I  was  connected,  we  granted  a  sum 
to  enable  an  investigation  to  be  made 
with  a  view  to  determine  when  wet  wool 
might  profitably  be  cut  without  endangering 
the  health  of  the  shearers.  That  is  a  mat- 
ter that  has  given  rise  to  numerous  indus- 
trial dilutes  involving  great  loss  of  time 
and  money,  both  to  shearers  and  their  em- 
ployers. The  inquiry  has  been  concluded, 
and  one  of  the  professcvs  of  the  Melbourne 
University  connected  with  it  was  able  to 
inform  me  the  other  day  that  it  appears 
to  have  solved  the  vexed  problem.  He  said 
he  believed  it  had  been  settled  by  the 
simple  process  of  an  impartial  scientific 
inquiry.  A  Federal  Agricultural  Bureau 
will  not  need  to  trespass  upon  the 
functions  of  the  Agricultural  Depart- 
ments of  the  States.  By  means  of 
scientific  experts,  it  will  be  able  to  con- 
nect their  labours,  and  put  them  on 
an  Australian  basis.  That  is  one  illus- 
tration, small  though  it  may  appear  to  those 
unfamiliar  with  the  losses  that  have  oc- 
curred, of  the  manner  i.\  which  a  Bureau 
of  Agriculture  is  likely  to  prove  of  the 
utmost  value  to  those  who  need  every  as- 
sistance— the  people  who  are  making  a  great 
fight  "out  back."  Honorable  members 
will  find  that  in  the  matter  of  cable  charges, 
and  the  development  of  the  mail  services, 
we  are  actively  moving.  The  Treasurer 
has  given  notice  of  his  intention  to  bring  in 
a  Bin  with  reference  to  silver  coinage,  the 
agreement  as  to  which  we  have  just  oon- 
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eluded.  The  possibility  of  undertaking  re- 
productive works  has  already  been  alluded 
to  by  me.  Then  there  is  a  further  pro- 
posal in  our  memorandum  of  the  first 
magnitude.  As  the  suggestion  to  attempt 
in  the  short  time  at  our  disposal 
this  session  to  prepare  an  amendment 
of  the  Constitutioi)  if  that  were  neces- 
sary, or  even  to  pass  a  measure  onbodving 
a  final  and  permanent  settlonmt  of  the 
financial  relations  of  the  Commonwealth 
and  the  States,  would  be  beyond  our 
powers,  e\en  if  we  had  nothing  else  ex- 
cept an  Appropriation  Bill,  an  interim 
arrangement  must  be  made.  We  need  the 
most  careful  and  thorough  investigation 
on  all  sides  of  this  problem,  especially 
when  it  is  taken  in  connexion  with  the 
existing  loan  obligations  of  the  States 
and  the  financial  future  of  the  Com- 
monwealth. In  order  to  meet  this  diffi- 
culty, and  to  allow  an  advance  towards  a 
final  settlement,  a  scheme  is  being  prepared 
by  the  present  Treasurer  that  will  enaUe 
us  to  make  an  interim  arrangement  for  a 
period  as  long  as  will  be  necessary  to  per- 
mit the  vaster  financial  problem  to  be 
studied. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — How  long  ? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Five  years,  I  should 
think,  will  be  the  shortest  time  within  which 
the  question  in  all  its  aspects  can  be  studied 
by  both  the  Commonwealth  and  the  States, 
and,  if  necessary,  submitted  to  the  people 
of  Australia  at  the  general  election  after 
next. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — In  the  meantime  where 
are  we  to  get  the  money  for  necessary 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— We  shall  make  a  new 
proposal,  to  bridge  the  intervening  period, 
altering  the  financial  conditions  xmder 
which  we  have  been  carrying  on  up  to  the 
present. 

Mr.  Mahon. — The  Government  are  go- 
ing to  borrow. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— What  is  to  be  done  will 
be  settled  <Hily  when  the  full  figures  of  the 
Budget  are  before  the  Treasurer. 

Mr.  Webster. — The  evil  day  is  to  be 
postponed. 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — I  do  not  regard  it  as 
an  evil  day. 

Mr.  Henry  Wilus. — Why  not  fix  the 
interim  scheme  for  three  years  ? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— It  will  be  for  Parlia- 
ment to  determine  how  long  it  shall  prevail. 
I  have  mentioned  five  years  from  the  pre- 
sent time,  to  allow  the  whole  problem  to  be 
fully  discussed,  and  remitted  finally  to  the 


people  at  a  general  election.  That  will 
allow  a  margin  of  time  to  put  the  scheme 
into  form. 

Mr.  PoVNTON. — What  do  the  Govern- 
ment propose  to  return  to  the  States? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— The  Treasurer  AviU 
deal  with  that  stJbject.  The  honorable 
member  does  not  expect  me  to  introduce  it 
now. 

Mr.  Roberts. — Will  the  Government's 
interim  proposal  indicate  what  they  defi- 
nitely suggest  as  a  solution  of  the  per- 
manent difficulty? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Not  necessarily.  It 
has  }  et  to  be  shaped  by  the  Treasurer ;  we 
have  not  seen  it. 

Mr.  ^^AHON. — Why  does  not  the  honor- 
able member  say  that  the  Government  in- 
tend to  propose  a  loan? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— If  I  were  certain,  I 
should  say  so.  '  I  can  .Tssure  the 
House  that  the  desire  will  not'  be 
to  tx}rrow.  We  have  particularized  a 
little  «in  respect  of  some  of  our  de- 
fence developments;  the  full  scheme  will 
come  with  the  Bill.  In  the  meantime, 
the  new  instituticms  which  it  is  desir- 
able to  launch  with  the  least  possible 
delay,  are  the  military  college,  with  a 
musketry  school,  and  a  primary  naval  col- 
lege. We  hope  in  this  connexion  that  by 
getting  into  touch  with  the  Naval  and  De- 
fence Conference,  we  shall  be  furnished 
with  valuable  information  presentlv. 

Mr.  Henry  Wilms. — What  about  the 
trans-c(»itinental  railway? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— That  is  a  subject  the 
flowers  of  which  I  ought  not  to  pluck  be- 
fore the  Treasurer  has  had  an  opportunity 
to  display  them. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  report  of  the 
surveyors  is  not  yet  to  hand. 

Mr.  Roberts. — But  there  is  a  casual 
reference  to  it  in  the  Ministerial  statement. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— That  is  because  the  re- 
port is  expected  within  a  feu  weeks. 

Mr.  Mahon. — Is  the  Federal  Capital 
Bill  to  be  a  Government  measure? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Probably.  We  shall 
read  the  report  and  see  what  light  is 
thrown  upon  the  present  proposal. 

Mr.  McDoucALL. — What  about  the 
Northern  Territory? 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — Notice  of  our  inten- 
tion to  introduce  a  Bill  providing  for  taking 
over  the  Northern  Territory  has  already 
been  given.  Let  me  remind  honorable  mem- 
bers of  the  Bills  we  have  already  before 
this  Parliament.  We  >  have  the  Old-age 
Pensions  Billjigitl«>i  bjE^iftQPgl Agriculture 
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Bill,  the  Northern  Territory  Bill,  the 
High  Commissioner  Pill,  and  Bills  re- 
lating to  currency  coinage,  the  use  of 
telegraph  lines  in  times  of  eraercencv, 
Norfolk  Island,  Bills  of  Exchange, 
Marine  Insurance,  Parliamentary  Elec- 
tions, the  Audit  Act,  the  Australian  In- 
<lustrie5  Preserwition  Act — an  anti-trust 
measure — Compensation  to  Seamen ,  Pa- 
tents, Lighthouses,  Xavigaticxi,  and  Con- 
ciliation and  Arbitration.  The  last  named 
is  a  measure  in  private  hands  in  the 
•Srnato.  part  of  which  will  be  sup- 
])orted  bv  the  Government,  with  pro- 
bably some  additions.  Owing  to  the 
confused  proceedings  yesterday,  notice  was 
not  given,  as  was  proposed,  of  our  inten- 
tion to  introduce  the  Defence  Bill.  It 
will  be  given  presently.  Then  we  have 
the  Inter-State  Commission  Bill,  and  Bills 
relating  to  a  Labour  Bureau,  and  ix>ssibly 
a  projKJsal  as  to  reproductive  works. 
If  neix-ssary,  at  a  later  stage,  there 
may  he  i>roposals  in  regard  to  the 
Xew  Protection,  although  I  am  hoping 
that  State  concurrence  will  render  them 
unnecessary.  There  may  also  be  proposals 
in  regard  to  scwne  anomalies,  and  some 
other  matters  of  the  kind  requiring  attention. 

Mr.  Roberts. — I  notice  that  the 
Western  Australian  railway  is  only  to  be 
*■  lx)rne  in  mind." 

Mr.  DEAKIK.— The  report  of  the  sur- 
vey has  not  yet  been  received.  Would  the 
honorable  member  care  to  say  more  until  he 
had  read  the  report  as  to  costs  and  proba- 
tiilities?  Those  measures  represent  our  bill 
of  fare  for  the  session.  I  think  there  are 
alout  twenty  of  them,  ajid  I  should  sav 
that  fifteen  or  sixteen  appear,  although 
some  of  them  in  a  different  form,  in 
tlie  Governor-General 's  speech.  Conse- 
quently, if  the  Governor-Generars  speech 
had  been  adopted,  at  least  that  number  of 
measures  would  have  been  before  us,  and 
pnssiblv  some  others.of  which  we  have  not 
yet  heard.  There  is  an  abundant  bill  of 
fare,  therefore,  for  the  session.  Some 
of  tlie  measures  it  is  almost  idle  to 
expect  to  be  passed  in  an  ordinary  session. 
Thev  are  Bills  which  it  is  thought  de- 
sirable either  to  table  or  bring  for- 
ward in  order  that  before  the  general 
election  honorable  members  and  the  country 
may  I*  sufficiently  aware  of  them  to  indi- 
cate their  intentions  for  the  coming  Parlia- 
ment. A  measure  which  one  can  take  as 
typical  of  these,  and  the  most  important  of 
them  all,  is  the  Ka\'igation  Bill,  which  has 
already  been  some  time  before  the  Senate. 


is  likely  to  occupy  them  for  a  considerable 
portion' of  this  session,  and  would  therefore 
arrive  in  this  Chamber,  in  all  human  pro- 
bability, too  late  to  permit  of  its  being  dealt 
with  befwe  the  close  of  the  session.  There 
are  one  or  two  other  long  and  complex,  but 
valuable,  measures,  which  may  prove  the 
subjects  of  fair  parliamentary  criticism  to 
such  an  extent  as  to  prevent  their  passing 
this  sessiixi.  Of  course,  I  am  alluding,  to 
the  specific  measures,  as,  for  instance^  Bills 
of  Exchange,  that  I  have  mentioned.  I 
am  .not  alluding  to  such  proposals  as  those 
with  regard  to  the  nationalization  of 
monopolies,  or  for  the  industrial  amend- 
ment of  the  Constitution,  or  eren  the  sug- 
gested land  tax,  which  I  think  would  re- 
quire far  more  time  than  would  be  avail- 
able. This  is  the  series  of  measures 
wliich  I  have  not  included  in  my  calcula- 
tion of  the  fifteen  or  sixteen,  because  they 
are  oibviouslv  riot  for  this  Parliament,  but 
for  the  country  or  the  next  Parliament. 
We  had,  therefore,  from  the  late  Govern- 
ment, and  we  have  of  our  own,  a  very  large 
bill  of  fare. 

Mr.  Roberts. — The  honorable  memfao' 
denounced  it  in  the  late  Government. 

Mr.  DEAKIX.— I  pointed  out  that  there 
were  certain  proposals  obviously  included 
for  referaice,  discussion  or  electwal  rea- 
sons. 

Mr.  Rom:sTs. — Now  the  hcxiorable  mem- 
ber says  that  many  of  his  own  measuies  are 
notoriously  there  for  the  same  purpose: 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— So  far  as  I  know,  not 
one  of  the  sixteen  need  be  held  over.  It 
is  possible  that  some  of  these  codifpng 
laws  will  be  shipwrecked  if  honorable 
members  choose  to  revise  t  hei  r  detai  I  s, 
although  such  measures  are  ordinarily 
accwded  the  readv  support  of  both  Houses. 
They  are  in  our  "programme,  as  they  were 
in  that  of  the  last  Government,  but  they 
do  not  trespass  bounds  as  do  the  schemes 
for  the  nationalization  of  mmopolies,  or 
the  complete  industrial  capture  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, or  the  land  taxation  of  the 
whole  of  Australia.  How  much  of  this 
programme  are  we  to  get  ?  How  much  is 
to  be  passed?  My  question  has  been  an- 
swered in  anticipation  by  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition,  who  opened  his  remarks  with 
the  very  important  and — in  his  official  posi- 
tion, and  with  his  natural  Scotch  cautioi>— 
the  v^y  serious  statement  that  every  proper 
parliamentary  means  was  to  be  ^pkyved  to 
pFe\-ent  the  transaction  of  business  in  Ais 
session. 
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Mr.  DEAKIN.— To  send  this  Parlia- 
ment to  the  country  in  the  sbcvtest  possible 
time. 

Mr.  Watkins. — The  latter  part  he  did 
say,  .but  not  what  the  honorable  member  at- 
tributed to  him  first. 

Mr.  DEAKIK.— The  sense  of  the  re- 
mark, as  I  understood  it,  was  that  it  was 
not  intended  that  this  business,  or  any  prac- 
tical pwtion  of  it,  should  pass. 

Mr,  Watkins. — What  he  did  say  was 
that  the  alliance  was  so  unholy  that  the  Go- 
vernment ought  to  go  to  the  country  at  once. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— He  said  more.  Other 
members  of  the  party,  who  are  not  ofiiciaU 
have  said  quite  as  much  as  I  am 
now  saying,  and  more.  Official  mem- 
bers of  the  party  optside  the  House  have 
even  gone  so  far  as  to  say  that  we 
shall  not  dot  an  "i"  or  cross  a  "t" 
this  year.  In  these  circumstances,  it  be- 
oc»nes  a  very  serious  question  for  honorable 
members  how  far  a  legitimate  and  praise- 
worthy desire  to  go  to  the  country  is  con- 
sistent with  doing  justice  to  the  country's 
business.  In  this  Parliament  we  occupy 
a  different  position  from  any  Parliament 
that  has  preceded  us.  We  are  here  under  a 
lengthened  tenure  of  existence,  on  purpose 
that  future  elections  which  must  occur 
with  regularity  shall  fall  at  the  par- 
ticular time  of  the  year  found  most 
convenient  to  the  electors  of  Australia. 
At  the  last  general  election  an  amendment 
of  the  ConstitutitMi  was  submitted  and  car- 
ried with  three-quarters  of  a  million  votes 
in  its  favour,  and  bv  a  majority 
of  over  600,000,  fixing  the  date  for  future 
Federal  elections  in  about  March  or  April 
of  next  year,  and  each  third  year  succeed- 
ing. This  Parliament  lasts,  I  believe,  to 
the  end  of  March. 

Mr.  Hughes. — To  20th  February. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— That  will  enable  the 
elections  to  be  held  in  April  or  May. 
That  is  the  only  amendment  of  the  Consti- 
tution that  has  yet  been  passed.  It  was 
a^eed  to  by  the  electors  at  the  same  time 
as  they  chose  the  present  Parliament. 

Mr.  Foster. — They  did  not  anticipate 
the  fusion. 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — Nor  do  those  who  are 
proposing  a  hasty  dissolution  before  that 
time  realize  that  bv  so  doing  thev  destroy 
the  whole  effect  of  that  amendment  of  the 
Constitution.  Any  new  House  can  last 
only  three  years  from  the  date  of  its  calling 
together.  Consequently  the  effect  of  the 
Action  proposed  will  involve  the  reiection  of 
the  amendment  of  the  Constitution  as  to 


election  time  solemnly  made  by  three-quar- 
ters of  a  million  of  our  electors,  and  bv  an 
overwhelming  majority.  That  circumstance 
requires  at  least  to  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion. 

Mr.  Frazeb. — That  is  a  plausible  cry 
to  be  allowed  to  remain  in  c^ce ! 

Mr.  DEAKIN'. — Is  it  a  plausible  cry 
to  ask  that  the  d<;lilx.rate  will  of  the  i)eop!e 
shall  be  given  effect?  The  late  Govein- 
raent  took  no  steps,  as  thev  might  have 
done,  to  give  us  a  longer  period  for  work 
during  this  session.  They  might  have  me  t 
us  earlier.  They  did  not  do  so,  and  they 
evidently  intended,  when  thev  did  meet 
Parliament,  to  be  prepared  for  emergencies, 
because  several  of  their  leading  Ministers 
spent  a  large  part  of  the  recess  in  conduct- 
ing a  preliminary  electioneering  campaisn. 
That  did  not  show  a  plan  of  operations  in- 
volving a  protracted  or  busy  session. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — They  could  not  be 
found  in  their  offices. 

Mr.  DE.^KIX.— This  attention  to  the 
elc-ctors,  couplgd  with  the  shortening  ot 
the  session ,  became  st  il  1  more  sign  i  fi  - 
cant.  They  took  early  opportunity, 
whilst  still  in  the  country,  and  be- 
fore this  session  had  begun,  and  before,  as 
far  as  I  remember,  any  serigus  hostile  step 
had  been  taken  outside  of  it,  to  talk  about 
a  dissolution.  The  references  of  the  late 
Prime  Minister  to  a  dissolutitHi  were  con- 
stitutional, but  his  colleagues  were  rot  onlv 
near  the  line,  but  very  much  over  it.  in 
their  unconstitutional  references.  These 
amoimted  to  threats  of  a  dissolution. 
That  did  not  indicate  an  intention 
to  spend  a  busy  session  on  practical 
work.  I  have  now  obtained  a  co|  <v 
of  the  official  report  of  what  was,  T 
think,  the  first  sentence  of  the  speech  of 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition  this  afternoon, 
mv  recollection  of  which  was  challenged 
just  now.  As  I  said,  words  coming  from 
him  have  greater  weight  than  those  coming 
from  any  other  honorable  memlier  on  that 
side,  not  only  because  of  his  official  leader- 
ship, but  because  he  weighs  his  words.  This 
is  what  he  said — 

I  fed  it  to  be  my  public  dutv.  us  I  have 
sai  J  on  many  platforms,  to  aval!  m}  self  of 
the  first  opportunity — and  of  as  miiny  as  offer 
in  the  ordinary  course  of  parliamentary  proce- 
dure— to  compel  the  Government  to  submit  them- 
selves at  the  earliest  moment  to  the  electors. 

Mr.  Fisher. — Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  interpreted  those 
words  as  meaning  that^the  honorable  mem- 
ber intended  Di^zeitteVfli^OSJbSamentary 
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procedure  to  prevent  the  transaction  of  the 

business  of  which  I  have  been  reading  a 
list  to  the  House  during  bis  absen(%. 
Mr.  Fisher. — My  words  have  no  such 

meaning. 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — I  am  happy  to  hear  it. 
It  would  have  been  a  wicked  thing  to 
destroy  the  session's  work  and  deny  the 
country's  needs.  We  may  hope  that  a  fair 
proportion  of  the  measures  to  be  submitted 
to  the  Chamber  will  be  dealt  with  on  their 
merits,  and  passed  into  law  after  necessary 
discussion,  though  not  more  than  is  neces- 
sary in  the  public  interest. 

Mr.  Webster. — Who  is  to  judge  what 
is  necessar\-  ? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— In  some  matters  I 
should  be  willing  to  take  the  honorable 
member's  own  judgment.  Here  is  a  pro- 
gramme consisting  of  a  number  of  measures, 
not  of  very  great  length,  but  some  of  press- 
ing urgency,  and  most  of  real  urgency. 

Mr.  Hall. — Is  the  New  Protecticm  of 
pressing  urgency? 

Mr.  DEAKIX.— That  is  of  pressing 
•  urgency. 

Mr.  Hall. — I  do  not  see  it  in  the  pro- 
gramme. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— But  the  honorable 
member  has  been  informed  of  the  course 
that  has  been  followed.  We  are  in  com- 
munication with  the  States,  which  may 
render  an  amendment  of  the  Coistitution 
unnecessary. 

Mr.  Watkins. — Will  honorable  manbers 
behind  the  Government  support  a  real  New 
Protection  scheme? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  am  satisfied  of  it. 

Mr.  Watkins. — Does  the  Prime  Min- 
ister propose  to  abolish  the  Federal  Arbi- 
tration Act? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  do  not.  But  I  am 
relieved  of  the  necessity  of  pursuing  this 
contention.  The  interpretation  of  the  words 
which  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  has  just 
given  relieves  me  of  the  obligation  of  press- 
ing the  argument  in  relation  to  those  mea- 
sures, and  the  importance  which  they  have 
for  the  country  at  the  present  juncture.  I 
was  more  than  justified  in  taking  my  reading 
of  his  words  in  the  light  of  the  numerous 
references  outside  whidi  I  have  mentioned, 
and  which  seemed  beyond  all  possible  doubt 
the  formal  official  aimouncement  of  extrava- 
gant intenticms. 

Mr.  Fisher. — No  one  makes  my  words 
for  me. 

Mr.  DEAKIX. — I  do  not  insinuate  other- 
but  read  the  words  in  the  light  of  state- 


ments made  by  various  honwable  members 
associated  with  the  leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion.   Above  all,  in  regard  to  the  measures 
we  hope  to  pass,  and  some  of  those  whidi 
may  not  pass,  it  is  in  the  highest  degree 
desirable  that  they  should,  at  all  events, 
be  sufficiently  understood  to  permit  the 
country  to  give  clear  directions  upon  them 
at  the  next  general  election.    Whether  the 
election  comes,  as  I  suppose  it  will,  at  the 
ordinary  period,  or  whetiier,  owing  to  some 
unexpectcKj,  altogether  unforeseen*  and  im- 
perative demand,  at  an  earlier  date,  I  agree 
with  honorable  members  opposite  in  con- 
sidering that  it  will  be  probably  the  most 
momentous  contest  yet  witnessed  in  Aus- 
tralia. The  preparations  which  the  Labour 
Party  have  made  and  are  amtinuing  to 
make  slrow  that  they  have  realized  that  fact. 
I  am  not  sure  yet  that  the  public  of  the 
whole  of  this  vast   C(Miraionwealth  have 
realized    it ;    and    it   is   very  necessary 
that  they  should  have  an  opportunity  of 
j  udging    their   present  representatives  by 
their  work  this  session,  and  those  who  pro- 
pose to  take  our  places  by  the  policy  they 
will  seek  to  substitute.    As  I  have  shown, 
there  are   about  half  a  dozen  proposals 
either    submitted    ot    outlined    in  the 
Governor-General's  speedi  to  which  we  on 
this  side  offer  a  resolute  resistaixs,  and 
rather  more  than  that  number  of  our  own 
measures  which  we  intend  to  propose,  and 
for  some,  if  not  all,  of  which  a  mixed 
reception  may  be  expected  on  the  other 
side.    The  country  will  require  to  choose; 
and  to  do  so  in  the  light  of  an  entirely 
new  situation.      Hitherto,  parties  in  this 
House,  except  the  party  which  is  now  sit- 
ting (^posite,  have  been  separated  by  vital 
differences    on    questions    of  immediate 
urgency  to  the  Commonwealth  as  a  whole, 
and  have  been  in  strenuous  and  persistent 
opposition  to  each  other.    Those  questions 
have  either  passed  discussion,  hai'e  died 
down,  or,  under  recent  legislation,  are  post- 
poned for  the  time  being.    On  the  questions 
that    remain,     members    on    this  side, 
speaking  generally,  have  arrived    at  an 
agreement.    The  principles  of  that  agree- 
ment have  been  laid  down.    They  admit  not 
only  the  proposals  before  us,  but  theii 
natural   development,   if,   as  we  believe 
and  hope,  they  take  root  and  command  the 
OHifidence  of*  the  country.      Under  the 
circumstances,  what  will  be  seen  on  this 
side  of  the  House  will  not  be  a  coaliticn — 
will  not  be  a  mere  union  fen-  a  Parliamenti 
but  a  permanentpi^^9f^,^@(t^gf^Ie  of 
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this  country  who  are  content,  by  Liberal 
means  and  Liberal  methods,  to  foster  a 
Liberal  policy. 

Mr.  Watkins. — Under  Conservative 
domination  ! 

Mr,  DEAKIN.— The  interjection  has 
been  se\'eral  times  made  that  there  is  a 
Conservative  baddng  to  this  Government. 

Mr.  Frazer. — The  Prime  Minister  said 
so  himself. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  am  glad  to  get  a 
Conservative  backing.  I  hope,  but  do  not 
expect,  that  what  reasonable  people  would 
call,  a  Conservative  backing,  will  continue 
to  this  Government,  especially  when  we 
have  had  time  to  feel  our  feet  and  de- 
velop our  own  proposals.  If  it  does,  it 
will  be  because  the  Conservative  Party  re- 
alize, as  they  ought  to  have  realized  be- 
fore, that  the  Literal  proposals  submitted 
by  us  are  tiieir  only  safeguard  against 
more  dangerous  measures.  Homvable 
members  opposite  are  associated  with  pro- 
posals which  aim  directly  at  benefiting 
one  portion  of  the  community  at  the  expense 
of  another,  not  simply  on  lines  of  justice 
or  fair  play,  but  as  the  booty  of  a  success- 
ful raid.  We  say  that  our  Liberal  pro- 
posals now  submitted  with  regard  to  taxa- 
tion, industrial  affairs,  and  finance  move  as 
fast  forward  as  it  is  safe  to  go,  and 
that  with  injustice  to  none.  We  contend 
that  the  proposals  which  honorable  mem- 
bers opposite  submit  are  too  crude  to 
be  dealt  with  in  present  legislation, 
and  that,  even  if  they  could  be  carried 
into  effect,  would  injure  the  energy, 
stamina,  and  progress  of  the  com- 
munity as  a  whole  for  temporary  and  un- 
real benefits  to  a  section.  It  may  be  that 
the  Conservatives  have  already  summed  up 
the  situation,  and  realized  that  the  only  per- 
manent hope  of  the  country  is  in  the 
Liberal  Party  and  Liberal  principles.  But 
if  I  were  to  seek  certain  forms  of  Con- 
servatism in  its  most  intense  parliamentary 
form,  I  ^lould  seek  it  not  among  them  but 
on  the  benches  opposite.  That  is  where  I 
should  look  for  methods  of  control  which 
they  cannot  alter  and  dare  not  try  to  alter 
— methods  which  impair  the  usefulness  of 
honorable  members  in  the  House  and  their 
.relation  to  their  constituents.  They  make 
anything  possible. 

Mr.  Frazer. — It  is  marvellous  how  the 
Prime  Minister  has  just  found  these  things 
out  I 

Mr.  DEAKIN.  —  Let  the  honorable 
member  re-read  my  Ballarat  speech  of  four 
or  five  years  ago,  in  which  he  will  find  my 


opinion  on  this  question  stated  with  the 
utmost  clearness  and  emphasis. 

Mr.  Frazer. — The  only  time  we  ever 
heard  anything  like  it  was  when  the  Labour 
Party  was  in  <^position  to  the  Prime  Min- 
ister. We  were  everything  that  was  good 
when  we  were  supporting  him  I 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Some  of  the  honorable 
members  were,  but  not  all;  there  are  fly-- 
specks  even  on  the  Labour  Party. 

Mr.  Fbazer. — I  admit  I  suspected  the 
Prime  Minister  long  before  I  could  convince 
some  of  my  party. 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — I  am  not  reflecting  on 
members  of  the  Labour  Party  as  indivi- 
duals, but  speaking  of  the  conditions  under 
which  they  appear  here;  individually  they 
have  my  sympathy.  As  1  have  said,  the 
next  general  election  will  see.  not  only  a 
new  party,  but  a  new  situation ;  honorable 
members  opposite  will  be  required  to  justify 
the  extreme  proposals  which  they  have  ven- 
tured more  or  less  openly  to  introduce  into 
their  platform.  All  that  is  reasonable, 
timely,  and  effective  in  their  platform  was, 
and  is,  to  be  found  in  ours.  Nothing  but 
their  extravagances  will  remain  to  distin- 
guish their  policy.  But  since  these 
reckless  nostrums  may  be  inflicted  by 
a  sudden  caucus  decree  hereafter  atten- 
tion will  be  special  ly  riveted  on  the 
improper  and  unnatural  restraints  which 
are  imposed  on  those  honorable  mem- 
bers by  the  conditions  of  the  organiza- 
tion to'  which  they  belong.  I  can  testify 
that  their  constituents  need  have  no  appre- 
hension but  that  if  they  return  the  bulk  of 
the  men  I  see  opposite  as  free  men  they 
will  receive  absolutely  faithful  and  upright 
service,  and  fidelity  to  promises,  without 
the  restraints  now  imposed  on  them. 
The  indignity  of  requiring  honorable  mem- 
bers to  submit  their  judgments  to  the 
organizaticHi  is  absolutelv  unnecessary  from 
the  point  of  view  of  the  Labour  electors 
themselves.  I  hope  that  even  thcwe  who 
have  grown  accustomed  to  their  chains  will 
take  advantage  of  the  opportunity  to  help 
to  make  a  situation  new  on  both  sides. 
We  should  then  Ije  separated  only  by  those 
principles  which  must  certainly  divide  us 
in  regard  to  the  most  important  questions 
of  the  dav.  The  verdict  of  the  electors 
may  be  given,  it  is  said,  with  vested 
interests  on  our  side,  but  I  hope  not  with 
the  vested  interests  of  prejudice  and  ignor- 
ance, calumny  and  misrepresentation,  which 
have  been  and  are  now  being  relied  on  by 
the  Lalwur  Leagues.  H«norabla  members 
opposite  complaSeittfiftbinejQMgAQieard  in 
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the  daily  metropolitan  press ;  but  they  have 
a  press  of  their  own,  seen  by  few  of  us, 
though  it  is  the  only  press  read  by  nuni- 
bars  of  people,  whicli  for  reckless  misrepre- 
sentation is  the  worst  in  Australia.  It 
often  expresses  the  belief  of  men  who  are 
sincere,  but  so  absolutely  blinded  to  the 
possible  merits  of  e\'eryonc  ranged  against 
them  that  they  do  not  hesitate  to  employ 
any  means  in  order  to  defame  an  oppo- 
nent. As  for  our  party,  whatever  mav  be 
its  fortune  at  tiie  next  election,  we  will 
bow  to  it,  not  only  beL-ause  we  must,  but 
because  we  trust  what  we  hope  will  the 
deliberate  and  decisive  verdict  of  the 
I>eople.  Among  us  there  is  no  illegitimate 
coercion  in  or  out  of  the  House.  At  all 
events,  whatever  those  with  me  may  feel, 
I  will  not,  do  not,  and  cannot,  regret 
the  step  recently  taken.  It  was  the 
only  step  left,  if  Liberalism  and  Liberal 
principles  were  to  be  preserved.  For  the 
time  being,  there  must  be  some  mutual 
sacrifies;  but  now,  so  far  as  I  am 
concerned,  those  sacrifices  have  not  been 
serious;  if  they  had  been,  they  might  have 
deterred  me.  So  far  as  my  colleagues  are 
ccmcerned— and  I  think  I  can  understand 
their  position — ^their  sacrifices  are  not 
serious.  There  are  some  differences  among 
us  on  this  side,  but  I  believe  that,  in  the 
face  of  the  situation,  in  the  face  of  the 
threatened  attack  from  honorable  members 
opposite,  and  in  the  face  of  the  withering 
influence  of  their  orgaiiizatifxi,  which 
prevents  their  free  development  as  represen- 
tatives of  the  people,  there  will  be  a  rally 
of  the  thinking  community  of  Australia 
from  end  to  end.  This  will  bring  to  our 
ranks  many  whose  sympathetic  support  the 
Labour  Partv  has  hitherto  been  fortunate 
enough  to  obtain.  This  time  prin- 
ciples will  _  be  laid  down  plainly— 
there  will  be  little  question  of  per- 
sons but  much  of  questions  of  principle. 
The  liberal  principles,  proclaimed  bv  repre- 
sentatives who  are  Liberal,  and  free  to 
develop  tlieir  Liberalism  tow^ards  its  natural 
ideals,  will  then  win  an  o\'erwhelming  sanc- 
tion from  the  electors  of  Australia. 

Mr.  HUGHES  (West  Sydney)  [6.ii].— 
I  feel  myself  at  a  disadvantage  in  follow- 
ing the  Prime  Minister;  first,  fcecause  of 
the  length  of  his  speech,  no  doubt  quite  ex- 
cusable under  the  circumstances ;  and, 
secondly,  because  the  state  of  my 
health  pre^'ents  me  from  doing  jus- 
tice to  what  we  must  assume  to  be  the 
best  presentation  of  the  case  for  the  ftisicxi. 
The  honorable  and  learned  gentleman,  we 


are  rejoiced  to  learn,  has  not  lost  that  power 
of  speech  which,  in  these  recent  days,  we 
have  had  reason  to  think  had  gone  from 
him.  Even  no  later  than  yesterday,  he 
dared  not  venture  to  do  more  than  read  a 
statement'  from  a  paper.  Now  happily  he 
has  quite  recovered,  and  he  has  dealt  with 
his  case  in  characteristic  fashion.  The 
charge  against  him  being  breach  of  his 
word,  abandonment  of  his  principles,  and 
the  sacrifice  of  the  Liberal  policy,  he 
favoured  us  with  a  pathetic  dissertation  upCHi 
the  iniquitous  methods  of  the  Labour  Party, 
and  expressed  his  sincere  regret  that  up- 
right and  honorable  men  like  ourselves 
should  be  so  unhappily  circumstanced ; 
he  announced  to  an  amazed  House  that  he 
had  now  discovered  a  new  and  better 
way  to  the  industrial  millennium  whirh 
awaits  us.  It  would  be  a  hopeless  task  to 
follow  the  hcMiorable  gentleman  throughout 
his  speech,  and  I  shall  not  attempt  it.  The 
leader  of  the  Opposition  has  formulated  a 
charge  against  the  Ministry.  He  declares 
that  it  has  not  the  confidence  of  the  House, 
and  has  expressed  his  belief  that  it  has  not 
the  confidence  of  the  country,  I  propose 
to  show  whv  it  should  not  have  the  con- 
fidence of  the  House,  and  why  I  am  sure 
that  it  has  not  the  confidence  of  the  country. 
.The  Prime  Minister,  in  his  peroratiai,  made 
a  number  of  statements  which  I  am 
sure  were  not  the  result  of  impromptu 
effort,  but  were  ccmstructed  with  that  de- 
liberate care  which  has  enabled  him  to 
leave,  in  every  speech,  the  way-out  which 
he  has  discovered  to  be  in  his  case  abso- 
lutely necessary.  First  he  told  us  that  the 
cause  of  Liberalism  is  absolutely  safe. 

Mr.  Deakin. — Not  quite,  but  nearly. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— The  honorable  gentle- 
man said  that  what  had  been  done  was  the 
only  way  to  save  Liberalism.  A  cau'^ 
which,  to  be  saved,  has  first  to  be  betraye.5, 
and  then  destroyed,  is  in  a  bad  way.  I  pro- 
pose to  quote,  by  way  of  antidote  to  the 
honorable  gwitleman's  statements,  what  the 
Age  has  said  about  those  with  whom  he  has 
allied  himself.  I  have  nerer  reali^  so 
thoroughly  as  of  late  the  power,  prescience, 
and  usefulness  of  that  great  journal.  Re- 
cently its  columns  have  been  enriched  with 
such  a  store  of  philosophy,  wisdom,  strong 
common-sense,  and  abundance  of  pregnant 
and  damning  facts  as  to  make  this  journal 
the  essential  equipment  of  every  legis- 
lator and  citizen  in  the  Commonwejlth. 
The  Prime  Minister  says  th.^t  the  cause  of 
Liberalism  is  safe,  and  that  he  does  not  re- 
gret the  step  whi(^izheb^iB£^lCI  quite 
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l-elieve  him.  The  right  honorable  member 
for  Swan  is  another  of  the  non-regretful 
brig,Tde.  His  emotions  are  incapable  of 
translation  into  words.  Wreathed  in  beam- 
ing smiles,  he  is  inarticulate,  but.  never- 
theless, as  sincere  in  his  unaffected  joy  at 
th^  position  as  is  hi*;  new  leader.  On  the 
4th  March  last,  the  journal  which  has  made 
the  Prime  Minister,  explained  him,  ex- 
cused him,  maintained  him,  and,  in  the 
<;nd.  will  write  his  fitting  political  obituary, 
published  of  the  Opposition  led  by  the 
hunorable  member  for  Parramatta — a  gen- 
tleman who  for  eleven  years  it  has  been 
my  fortune  to  have  had  to  listen  to — an  in- 
fliction tempered  in  my  case  by  Pro- 
\  idence— 

The  Opposition  have  not  for  one  week  or  one 
<l3v  intermitted  their  opposition.  It  h.is  been 
an  opposition  not  merely  upon  the  Tariff,  to 
which  they  were  opposed'in  every  detail  and  in 
every  principle.  But  it  was  upon  every  impor- 
t  int  item  of  policy.  They  were  hostile  to  the 
I'Totectiou  of  Queensland  sugar  by  bounty,  to 
the  safeguards  of  a  White  Australia  in  Immigrn- 
tioQ  Acts  and  Shipping  Acts.  They  lied  them- 
selves black  in  character  over  the  six  hatters 
.ind  the  Petriana  myth.  They  opposed  alike  the 
Old  Protection  and  the  New  Protection.  They 
exh.iusled  themselves  in  favour  of  imported 
harvesters.  Thev  ridiculed  with  all  the  power 
of  their  small  wU  the  policy  of  Imperial  pre- 
ference. They  insisted  on  continuing  the  ob- 
jerlionable  policy  of  the  Imperial  Navy  sub- 
Mdy,  and  could  never  see  any  force  in  an  Aus- 
tralian defence  policy  of  self-reliance.  On  all 
these  points  the  Opposition  Conservative  party 
uas  totally  opposed  -to  liberalism,  and  on  the 
Stales  rights  (|uestion  it  was  more  opposed  than 
in  all  else.  If  it  were  merely  simulating  an 
opposition,  which  it  did  not  feel,  so  much  the 
worse  for  its  sincerity.  We  can  have  nothing 
tf-  say  ;ibout  that.  What  we  do  know  is  that 
Mr,  Cook  anil  bts  followers  have  been  consistent 
eTcmics  of  all  the  vital  points  of  that  policy 
which  Mr.  Deakin  proclaims  as  the  national 
policy  of  Australia,  and  which  has  to  be  main- 
t.iined. 

And  now  the  Prime  Minister  has  allied 
himself  with  his  converted  enemies  under 
circumstances  almost  without  parallel  in 
our  history.  He  does  not  regret  this  step ; 
in  fact,  he  rejoices  in  it.  I  wish  to  call 
the  attention  of  Ihe  House  and  the  coun- 
try to  the  exhibition  which  we  have  had 
this  afternoon  from  the  Prime  Minister, 
who  is  charged  with  the  gravest  crime — 
I  use  the  word  deliberately — of  which  a 
politician  can  be  accused.  If  we  may  draw 
.1  distinction  between  political  offences 
•md  crimes,  then  he  has  ccmimitted  the 
greatest  political  crime,  not  tinctured  with 
personal  dishonesty,  of  which  a  politician 
could  be  guilty.  One  would  have  imagined 
that  he  would  have  met  this  charge  in  a 


dignified  and  serious  manner.  But  we  have 
been  treated  to  a  flippant  display  of  the  in- 
genious and  tortuous  means  that  are  ever  at 
his  disposal  to  evade  and  elude.  He  takes 
pride  in  his  ingenious  shufflings  evasion, 
and  equivocations.  When  charged  with  hav- 
ing made  certain  speeches,  lie  replies  with 
jauntv  effrontery.  "  I  made  those  observa- 
tions ijecause  they  seemed  necessary  at  the 
time."  No  doubt  he  will  go  on  during 
the  ages,  or  so  long  as  he  is  permitted, 
making  similar  observations.  To-night  he 
will  say  one  thing,  to-morrow  night  an- 
other. We  had  a  right  at  least  to  expect 
an  explanation  or  excuse,  but  he  gave  us 
none.  The  leader  of  the  Opposition  stated 
that  the  Prime  Minister  had  given  it  as  one 
of  the  chief  reasons  for  the  fusion  that  the 
seats  of  his  followers  were  in  danger.  A 
more  outrageous  admission  of  the  real  rea- 
son for  his  action  could  not  have  been 
made.  He  says  that  we  asked  his  party 
to  stand  behind  us  because  without  them 
we  could  not  live  as  a  Government,  and 
that,  although  we  expected  their  support, 
we  intended  to  oppose  them  at  the  elec- 
tion. I  pity  a  man  who  can  make  such 
an  excuse  in  justification  for  treachery  to 
his  party  and  his  principles.  Let  us  again 
turn  to  the  Age,  which  on  the  31st  Octo- 
ber, 1907,  says — 

The  Ministerial  programme,  as  laid  before 
the  electors,  is  almost  entirety  on  the  lines  of 
the  Labour  programme  as  far  as  it  went.  Con- 
sequently in  supporting  the  Government,  the 
L.ibour  Party  was  supporting  its  on'n  measures. 

On  the  13th  January  last,  it  said — 

There  cannot  6e  any  rational  doubt  whatever 
that  a  working  agreement  between  Mr.  Fisher's 
party  and  Mr.  Deakin's  party  would  enable  a 
policy  to  be  mapped  out,  and  executed,  that 
would  place  the  Commonwealth  Government  in 
a  stron"  lead.  The  Federal  Liberal  Party  and 
the  Federal  Labour  Party  are  natural  allies.  ,  . 
The  issue  rests  with  him  {Mr.  Deakin),  he  is 
told.  "  He*  has  only  to  hold  up  his  finger  in 
order  to  command  the  joint  forces  of  all  the 
non-labour  elements  of  the  House.",  ...  It  is 
a  statement  full  of  allurement,  but  it  is  a  piece 
of  sophistry  as  full  of  falsehood  as  sophisms 
u&nally  ore.  .  .  Equally  impossible  is  it  to 
imagine  any  sturdy  Liberals,  such  as  Messrs. 
Mauger,  Salmon,  Hume  Cook,  or  Wise  ranging 
themselves  in  the  luck   of    the  Conservative 

party  

It  is  perfectly  clear,  then,  that  when  we 
asked  the  honorable  member  and  his  friends 
to  supjwrt  us  we  asked  them  only  to  do  what 
they  Iiad  pledged  themselves  to  their  con- 
stituents to  do.  But  because  we  proposed, 
if  we  could,  to  defeat  them  at  the  poll, 
as  we  had  a  perfect  right  to  do,  they  de- 
clined to  carry  out  theu^uleclcea.-,  I  am 
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not  considering  the  question  of  whether  or 
not  it  was  a  friendly  or  an  expedient  course 
to  take,  since  that  has  nothing  to  do  with 
the  question.  I  would  remind  the  House, 
however,  that  the  Prime  Minister,  whose 
every  breath  of  (^cial  life  has  been  drawn 
by  virtue  of  the  support  of  our  party,  has 
never  given  us  one  hour's  support  that  he 
has  not  grudged,  nor  ceased  from  intrigu- 
ing  against  us.  We  only  asked  these 
honorable  members  to  be  true  to  their 
principles,  and  their  reply  was  that 
they  could  not  afford  to  think  of 
their  principles,  for  if  they  did  their 
seats  would  be  in  ieopardy.  Thev  have 
sacrificed  their  principles  and  have  retained 
their  seats.  The  position  at  the  next  gene- 
ral election  will  be  that  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Bourke,  for  example,  will  have 
the  support  of  a  newspaper  that  he  has 
nerer  been  tired  of  denouncing,  but  which 
is  now  evincing  the  liveliest  and  al- 
most paternal  interest  in  his  welfare.  It 
is  supporting,  not  only  the  hcmorable  mem- 
ber for  Bourke,  but  the  honorable  member 
for  Marit^-mong  and  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Batman.  All  these  honorable  mem- 
bers are  now  under  its  special  protection. 
It  is,  indeed,  an  inauspicious  day  that  has 
dawned  on  these  honorable  members  when 
they  have  to  depend  on  the  support  of  such 
a  newspaper.  At  the  last  general  election 
the  honorable  member  for  Bourke  declared 
that  there  was  no  roran  for  an  anti- Socialist 
candidate  in  that  electorate. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — ^That  was  quite 
true;  the  anti- Socialist  candidate  lost  his 
deposit. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— And  the  honorable 
member  is  now  the  Argus  candidate  for 
any  electorate  for  which  he  chooses  to 
stand.  The  honorable  member  was  asked 
to  stand  by  that  to  which  he  had  pledged 
himself,  but  because  we  threatened  his  seat 
he  went  over.  The  honorable  member  for 
Ballarat  has  told  us  that  this  does  not 
affect  him.  He  has  a  lofty  air  of  contempt 
for  such  trivial  matters  as  Parliament  and 
oSxx.  He  is  like  Jove  on  Olympus,  and 
does  not  ctmcern  himself  with  matters  which 
threaten  to  overwhelm  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Bourke.  He  is  far  above  such 
things.  He  is  entrenched  like  a  god, 
and  no  man  can  shift  him,  although 
I  have  heard  rumours  of  a  certain  mid- 
night meeting  in  the  honorable  member's 
electorate  at  the  last  general  election.  The 
honorable  gentleman  imagines  himself  in 
one  of  those  ancient  seances  in  which  he 
was  vont  at  one  time  to  take  part. 


Mr.  Deaktn. — With  a  mask. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— Yes,  the  mask  of 
joviality  and  affability  that  has  stood  him  so 
well.  Any  one  who  takes  the  trouble  to  look 
at  the  honorable  gentleman,  however,  wiil 
see,  on  tearing  aside  the  mask,  the  real  man. 
If  it  had  not  been  for  his  agreement  with 
the  anti-Socialist  candidate  at  the  last  elec- 
ticai  it  would  not,  perhaps,  have  gone  so 
well  with  him.  At  the  next  election,  how- 
ever, all  will  be  well  with  him.  He  will 
have  the  Liberal  and  the  Conservati\*e  sup- 
port. But  I  would  call  the  honorable  gentle- 
man's attenticm  to  what  the  Age  says  about 
the  present  position.  It  is  true  that  its  power 
has  now  disappeared,  that  it  now  merely 
echoes  that  which  the  Argus  declares.  Still, 
he  ought  not,  in  conunon  gratitude,  to  re- 
pudiate it.  On  the  zyth  May  last  the  A^e 
wrote — 

The  one  single  satisfactory  outcome  of  Sena- 
tor Sir  Robert  Best's  conference  with  the  Free- 
trade  leader  in  Sydney  is  to  prove  how  very 
far  apart  are  conservative  and  liberal  vievs. 
.  .  .  However,  Sir  Robert  Best  .  .  .  has  not 
been  able  to  conceal  from  the  whole  political 
world  that  there  exists  a  yawning  gulf  of 
difference  between  the  conservative  and  liberal 
view  of  future  policy. 

It  also  reported  the  present  Tkfinister  of 
Defence  as  saying — 

I  am  glad  there  is  going  to  be  a  straggle 

on  the  State  rights  question  I  am 

a  staunch  opponent  of  any  attempt  to 'whittle 
away  State  rights. 

Sitting  suspended  from  6.30  to  7.45  f.m. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— When  we  adjourned, 
I  was  producing  proof  of  the  irreccaidl- 
able  differences  of  policy  in  the  party  led 
by  the  Prime  Minister  and  in  that  led  bv 
the  Minister  of  Defence.  In  the  Age 
of  xyth  May  last,  there  appeared  this 
statement  in  referoice  to  Senat<»-  Best,  who 
was  the  Prime  Minister's  ambassador  in 
these  negotiations — 

Is  it  that  he  wants  to  help  Mr.  Deakia  to 
beguile  his  party  into  an  alliance  with  Con- 
servatism on  secret  terms  ? 

That  seems  a  most  appropriate  remark — 

What  is  there  to  conceal,  if  the  negotiations 
afe  honest  and  above  board? 
Here  is  a  Daniel  come  to  judgment !  The 
article  continued — 

Thanks  to  the  contemptuous  frankness  of 
Mr.  Cook,  concealment  in  the  Liberal  leaders 
served  no  purpose.  ...  He  has  shown 
that  no  union  can  take  place  with  Liberalisin 
except  on  the  basis  of  a  great  surrender  on  the 
part  of  the  Liberal  Party.  Indeed,  the  price 
of  that  union  must  be  the  annihilation  of 
Liberalism  as  a  progressive  force. 

Yet  the  honorable  roembec-^laims  jthat  he 
entered  the  coalitii§Wke<*©y(sw®aglaiisin; 
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that  there  was  no  other  method  by  which 
it  couid  be  saved.  What  an  amazing  de- 
claration !  What  a  brazen  attempt  to  hood- 
winl:  the  people.  The  new  doctrine  of 
political  salvaticxi  is,  apparently,  that  ii 
a  man  wishes  to  be  saved,  he  must  first  be 
damned.  It  will  go  hard  with  the  Prime 
Minister  if  ever  his  doctrine  has  to  be 
enforced  in  respect  of  his  salvation  in  the 
life  to  COTie.  No  doubt  we  see  on  the 
Goremment  benches  typified  the  political 
purgatorium^  In  this  for  a  thousand  years 
they  dwell  before  they  are  purified  sufficiently 
to  enter  the  political  heaveq.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  makes  the  stat«nent  before 
a  deliberative  assembly,  and  the  country 
generally,  that  the  reason  he  has  abandcmed 
his  prirKnples  and  his  party,  and  has  done 
that  which  the  Age  and  every  sen^Ue 
man  in  the  country  denounces,  and  can- 
not palliate,  is  that  he  wishes  to  save  the 
Liberal  cause.  It  would  appear,  then, 
that  we  can  best  pn^note  sobriety  by  an 
alliance  with  drunkards ;  that  property 
and  life  may  best  be  safeguarded  by  the 
police  forming  a  perman«it  alliance  with 
the  criminals  of  the  Commonwealth  ;  that 
the  best  way  of  stimulating  chastity  is  by 
promiscuous  intercourse,  and  that  we  can 
best  get  honesty  of  word  and  of  purpose 
by  allying  ourselves  with  thieves  and 
scoundrels.  In  short,  it  would  appear 
that  the  best  way  to  ^H^Mnote  good  is  by 
an  alliance  with  evil.  If  the  hcxiorable 
gentleman  had  been  a  preacha'  of  religion 
instead  of  a  preacher  in  politics,  and  had 
it  been  his  lot  to  go  out  as  a  missionary 
to  the  heathen,  his  idea  of  promoting 
Christianity  would  have  been  no  doubt  to 
ally  himself  with  heathens.  The  honor- 
able member  must  have  a  curious  type  of 
mind  if  he  thinks  that  a  statement  which 
would  not  be  accepted  even  in  an  infants' 
school  will  go  down  in  this  country.  It 
is  usual  for  men  who  have  done  things 
similar  to  that  which  the  Prime  Minister 
has  done  to  take  refuge  in  incredible  ex- 
cuses. No  doubt  a  man  put  upon  his 
trial  for  horse-stealing  might  ccHne  forward 
with  the  defence,  "It  is  true,  your 
Honour.  I  stole  the  horse ;  but  there  was  no 
other  way  of  preserving  its  life.  Had  I 
not  stolen  it,  it  would  have  been  taken  bv  a 
gang  who  would  have  prevented  it  starting 
in  the  race  for  which  it  was  entered."  A 
man  charged  with  the  larceny  of  a  watch 
and  chain,  which  was  found  in  his  pocket, 
might  plead,  "  I  took  it  to  preserve 
it  for  the  owner."  Or  a  man  who 
had  been  found  standing  over  the  body  of 
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a  wctfnan  with  her  throat  cut,  might  plead, 
when  charged  with  murder,  "It  is  true 
that  I  took  the  woman's  life,  but  I  did  it 
to  save  her  honour."  Yet  none  of  these 
absurd  defences  would  be  more  useless  than 
the  specious  and  ridiculous  excuses  put 
forward  by  the  Prime  Minister  i(x  an 
action,  the  real  rsason  for  which,  on  the 
face  of  it,  is  self-evident.  Let  us  again 
quote  the  Age  of  14th  May  last — 

One  thing  is  abundantly  clear — that  any  Go- 
verDment  formed  by  Sir  John  Forrest  and  Mr. 
Joseph  Cook  must  of  necessity  be  Conserva- 
tive. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  about  that — 

There  are  those  who  say  that  the  difference 
between  a  Cook  and  a  Deakin  are  slight  as 
compared  with  tiiose  between  a  Oeakin  and  a 
Fisher.  But  that  is  just  the  reverse  of  the 
truth.  The  reason  whv  the  Deakin  Govem- 
ment  was  able  to  hold  office  so  long  bv  the 
help  of  the  Labour  Party  was  just  because 
on  nine  points  out  of  ten  the  Liberal  and  the 
Labour  policies  are  the  same. 

One  could  not  have  written  better  articles 
one-self.     We  come  now  to  the  excuse 

of  the  honorable  gentleman,  that  he 
brought  about  the  coalition  in  order  to 
save  his  own  seat,  as  well  as  the  seats  of 
his  friends  in  Parliament.  The  Age  saw 
the  possibility  of  such  an  excuse  being 
made,  and  brushed  it  aside  as  a  specious 
and  trumpery  one.  It  wrote  in  the  article 
to  which  I  liave  just  referred— 

It  is,  of  course,  exceedingly  difficult  to  in- 
duce Liberals  to  support  a  Labour  Partv  in 
the  House  when  that  party  is  sapping  and 
mining  all  the  Liberal  seats  in  the  country. 
This  is  really  where  the  political  shoe  pinches. 
And  in  the  irritation  it  produces  we  must  have 
very  mudi  sympathy  with  the  Liberal  Party 
and  its  leader.  StiU,  wben  all  these  allow- 
ances are  made,  and  even  when  such  considera- 
tions are  emphasized,  they  do  not  suffice  to 
excuse  the  Liberal  Party  permitting  itself  to 
be  absorbed  in  a  combination  of  Conservatism 
and  anti-Socialists,  where  it  must  become  a 
back  number,  without  power,  without  inSuence, 
and  only  a  disappointed  spectator  of  the  drift 
of  high  purposes.  In  this  time  of  stress  and 
strain,  when  .all  kinds  of  inSuences  are  being 
employed  to  submerge  the  Liberal  Party  and 
its  leader,  it  is  the  duty  of  that  party  more 
thaa  ever  to  stand  firm  in  its  integrity ;  and 
the  decision  of  Mr.  Deakin  to  efface  himself 
as  leader  means  the  virtual  elTacement  of  the 
party  whose  fortunes  were  entrusted  to  his  care. 

In  the  face  of  all  this,  will  the  honorable 
member  contend  for  one  moment  that  his 
action  was  due  to  a  desire  to  save  the  Liberal 
cause.  I  cannot  recall  one  instance  in  the  past 
nine  years  where  the  honorable  member  for 
Parramatta  has  not  opposed  the  l^slation 
brought  in  by  the  present^ader  of  the  Go- 
vernment. Digilized  by  vjOO^  [C 
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Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  have  been  a  long 
while  trying  to  separate  him  frwn  the 
Labour  Party. 

Mr.  HUGHES. — I  am  not  saying  any- 
thing at  all  about  tHe  honorable  member. 
I  think  he  is  in  his  right  place  as  :Nfinister 
of  Defence.  It  is  very  proper  that  he 
should  be  upon  his  defence.  No  man,  God 
knows,  ought  to  be  uprai  it  more.  When 
I  look  at  the  honOTable  member,  I  see  that 
he  is  now  only  separated  by  that  which 
intellectuallv  is  negligible,  but,  corporally, 
is  onlv  too  visible — I  mean  the  right  honor- 
able member  for  Swan — frc«n  tne  Prime 
Minister.  They  are  only  too  well  matched. 
The  one  begins  where  the  other  ends.  The 
honorable  member  for  Parramatta  started 
as  a  Protectionist.  He  may  live  to  finish 
there.  He  started  as  a  Republican.  He 
may  live  long  enough  to  end  there. 
He  started  as  a  land  nationalist.  He 
is  the  champion  now  of  the  in- 
terest which  cries  :  ' '  Keep  your  iconoclastic 
hands  off  the  lands  of  this  country."  He 
started  as  a  man  who  denounced  in  the 
most  unmeasured  terms  the  proposal  to  pay 
.1  subsidy  to  the  British  Navy. 

Mr.  Chanter. ^ — la  he  the  honorable 
member  who  at  one  time  talked  about  cut- 
ting the  painter  ? 

Mr.  HUGHES.— There  is  not  a  doubt 
of  it.  I  will  not  say  that  he  would  be  an 
artistic  painter,  but  he  would  be  a  man  with 
plenty  of  paint  that  could  paint  the  honor- 
able member's  record  over. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — It  has  been  more 
consistent  than  that  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber. 

Mr.  HUGHES. — I  admit  that  monotony 
is  the  curse  of  life,  and  it  has  been  my  un- 
fortunate lot  to  be  attached  to  one  party 
throughout  my  political  career.  I  joined 
it,  .spurred  on  by  the  determination  to  make 
my  iionorable  friend  toe  the  scratch.  The 
party  to  which  I  attached  my  early  political 
fortunes  was  then  not  one  to  which  a  man 
would  attach  himself  who  wanted  to  do  well 
in  this  world.  I  have  been  there  all  the 
time.  I  am  there  now,  and  all  that  ran  be 
^aid  n;^ainst  me  is  that  I  have  been  fooHsi. 
enouj;h  to  stick  to  my  word  and  my  party. 
N'o  man  can  accuse  the  honorable  member 
of  that. 

Mr.  Frazer.— He  was  with  the  honor- 
.■ible  member  in  the  beginning. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— I  did  not  know  ilif 
honorable  member  in  the  beginning,  but 
when  I  heard  of  him  first  he  was  the  leader 
of  the  Ualxiur  Party  in  New  South  Wales, 
and  now  he  is  the  real  leader  of  the  new 


Liberal  Party,  which  is  the  old,  old.  Con- 
servative Party.  The  close  association  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Ballarat  with  the 
Labour  Party  was  such  as  to  draw  down 
from  the  honorable  member  for  Parramatta 
the  most  extreme  denunciations.  He  de- 
clared that  the  honorable  member  for  Balla- 
rat was  under  our  thumb.  As  for  the  right 
honorable  member  for  Swan,  I  am  alwavs 
trying  to  express  my  opinion  of  him,  but  I 
caimot  do  it.  For  him  the  ordinary  poli- 
tical code  does  not  exist !  He  is  not 
immoral,  he  is  onlv  unmoral.  He  reminds 
one  so  irresistibly  of  those  chubby-faced 
boys  one  sees  vitio  have  been  guilty  of  some 
escapade,  robbing  an  orchard,  or  depriving 
some  struggling  widow  of  a  fowl,  and  re- 
joicing with  such  uncontrollable  delight  in 
his  naughty  action  that  I  am  rc^l^d  of 
all  powa:  of  expression.  The  Minister  of 
Defence  has  denounced  for  nine  years  the 
present  head  of  the  Government  because 
he  has  been  under  the  thumb  of  the  Labour 
Party,  and  now  the  honorable  member  for 
Ballarat  claims  to  be  the  leader  of 
the  great  Lilieral  Party,  and  to  have 
been  compelled  to  ally  himself  with 
the  Conservatives  in  order  to  save  the 
Liberal  cause.  It  is  as  if  a  man  said 
he  had  to  cut  his  throat  in  order  to  save  his 
life.  What  is  the  programme  of  the 
Liberal  Party?  Happily,  it  is  here.  At 
the  1906  election.s  it  (Ximprised  Protection, 
New  Protection,  Maintenance  of  a  White 
Australia,  Effective  Defence — ^Xaval  and 
Military,  including  a  torpedo  ffotilla  and 
some  cruisers,  Preferential  Trade,  Old- 
Age  Pensions.  Immigration,  Anti-Trust 
Legislation,  Union  Label,  Navigation  Bill, 
providing  for  coastal  trade  being  confined 
to  vessels  observing  Australian  rates  and 
conditions ;  Finance,  including  surplus  re- 
venue, and  so  on.  On  every  one  of  these 
measures,  except  Old-age  Pensions,  the 
honorable  member  for  Parramatta  was  op- 
posed to  the  leader  of  the  Govenunent.  The 
honorable  member  for  Ballarat  says  that  he 
has  done  this  thing  in  order  to'  save  the 
Liberal  Party  and  in  order  to  give  effect 
to  that  industrial  legislation  of  which  he 
is  and  always  has  been  so  eloquent  an  ex- 
ponent. He  is  carrying  the  banner  of  the 
White  Australia  policy,  and  the  piebald 
liand  of  the  coloured  labour  party  is  hold- 
ir>g,  it  up.  On  the  20th  October,  '1908,  the 
honorable  member  said  regarding  the  then 
Opposition,  that  they  comprised  the  wreck, 
age  of  the  coloured  labour  party,  the  anti- 
Socialist  partv,  and  of  eye*y  other  oarty 
in  the  House.'  ItdisiifeectbaWaju^Pgl^ite 
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Australia  policy  that  he  has  enlisted  the 
sympathies  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Parkes — ^a  man  whose  ideal  is  expressed  in 
the  pious  hope  that  the  Japanese  will 
some  day  be  met  by  us  on  an  equal 
footing,  and  welcomed  to  Australia.  The 
hwiorable  member  brings  forward  his  New 
Prelection  under  the  sinister  auspices  of 
the  president,  past  or  present,  of  the  Em- 
ployers' Federation.  Who  is  better  able  to 
protect  the  worker  than  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Fawkner?  That  triumvirate,  the 
honorable  member  fen-  Batman,  the  honor- 
able member  for  Maribyrncuig,  and  the  hon* 
cvable  member  for  Bourke,  of  whan  I  see 
(wilv  one  now  preswit,  appear  in  the  most 
perplexing  way  in  the  columns  of  the  daily 
press  as  cwinected  with  swne  mysterious 
association  known  as  the  Anti-Sweating 
League.  They  propose  to  put  down  sweat- 
ing, and  to  do  so  they  have  allied  them- 
selves with  the  Employers'  Federation  I 
Evidently  the  way  to  put  down  sin  is  to 
shake  hands  with  the  devil,  sit  alongside 
him,  and  go  to  bed  with  him.  We  are  sure 
to  get  the  New  Protection  now.  There 
is  ateolutely  on  the  face  of  it  such  an  irre- 
concilable difference  of  opinion  between 
those  honorable  members  who  followed  the 
honcHrable  member  for  Ballarat*  and  thosa 
who  ar^  now  sitting  behind  him,  that  even 
now,  when  they  are  all  arrayed  on  tme  side, 
there  is  not  one  who  would  trust  the  other 
out  of  his  sight — not  for  his  immortal  soul. 
Why  is  the  honorable  member  for  Parra- 
matta  here,  instead  of  beyond  Fremantle, 
on  his  way  to  England?  Because  he  would 
no  more  have  trusted  the  hcmorable'  member 
for  Ballarat  for  six  moiths  out  of  his 
sight  than  he  would  have  attempted  to  fly. 
There  are  honorable  members  sitting  on 
that  ride  who,  if  they  were  panaitted  to  ex- 
press their  feelings  on  the  fusion,  would 
be  able  to  make  a  speech  ccmipared  with 
which  mine  would  be  tame,  flat,  and  un- 
profitable. They  want  none  of  their  pre- 
sent leader,  and  they  are  only  waiting  for 
hira  to  do  that  which  they  know  he  will  do 
if  they  wait  long  enough. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber is  a  bad  prophet.  He  said  it  could  not 
be  done,  and  it  has  been  done.  Now  he 
savs  it  cannot  last. 

"Mr.  HUGHES.— It  is,  no  doubt,  very 
much  to  my  discredit  that  I  thought  men 
were  honorable  and  straightforward,  and  I 
am  a  fool  because  I  did  not  believe  other 
men  to  be  rogues.  That  is  the  singular 
<Iefence  now  put  forward — that  I  have  lost 
»he  right  to  criticise,  because  the  honorable 


and  learned  member  for  Ballarat  has  not 
carried  out  what  he  said  most  positively 
that  he  would  carry  out.  On  the  same  pro- 
cess of  reas(»iing,  if  a  man,  being  warned 
by  another  that  his  trusted  friend  proposed 
to  rob  him  and  refusing  to  believe  it,  states 
his  detenninati<m  to  trust  him  absolutely, 
and  is  then  robbed  by  that  trusted  friend, 
he  loses  his  right  to  denounce  the  crime,  to 
condemn  the  man,  and  punish  him  for  it. 
Surely  not  I  The  fact  that,  al&ough  we 
had  the  m<st  positive  assurance  that  the 
fusion  would  not  come  about,  it  has  come 
about>  cmly  aggravates  the  spirit  in  which 
it  diould  be  regarded.  The  Prime  Minister 
to-day  put  forward  a  patiieGc  little  plea 
that  the  measures  in  the  programme  whidi 
the  Government  have  submitted  might  re 
ceive  fr<Mn  the  House  the  attention  that  they 
deserve.  That  is  really  the  most  humorous 
incident  in  the  whole  of  this  business.  The 
man  who  deliberately  prevented  one  solitary 
measure  of  the  Fisher  Govemm«it's  pro- 
gramme from  receiving  consideration  now 
comes  forward,  after  deliberately  breaking 
bis  word  to  us  and  betraying  his  principles, 
and  asks  the  House  to  give  him  c(»isidera- 
tion  for  his  measures !  So  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned, I  say  without  reservation*  quali- 
fication, or  equivocation  that  T  shall  give 
every  consideration  to  this  Government's 
measures,  but  to  the  Government  itself  I 
will  give  no  quarter. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — They  want  none. 

Mr.  HUGHES.—"  Blessed  is  he  that 
expecteth  nothing,  for  he  shall  not  be  dis- 
appointed." They  ask  fcff  consideration 
which  they  themselves  never  gave  to  any 
human  being.  They  ask  for  it  after  hav- 
ing committed  an  action  of  which  I  believe 
they  are  all,  e»%pting  perhaps  a  few  in  the 
front  row,  heartily  ashamed. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — They  are  ashamed, 
too. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— Although  I  bow  to  the 
honorable  member's  superior  knowledge,  I 
am  bound  to  say  that  swne  of  them 
exhibit  no  traces  of  shame.  I  oome 
now  to  the  programme  sulmiitted  yes- 
terday by  the  Government.  I  ven- 
ture to  say  that  on  thar  memorandum 
or  "  brief  statement  of  business,"  if  on  no- 
thing else,  the  Government  ought  to,  and 
must  be  condemned.  The  Prime  Minister 
this  afternoon  gave  us  a  running  conmient 
on  the  chief  measures  set  forth,  and 
from  this  it  appears  most  unfor- 
tunate that  for  the  last  eight  or 
nine  years  we  have  not  had  the  benefit  of 
his  comprehensive  and  masterly  exposition 
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of  the  methods  of  dealing  with  the  most 
ciXQplex  questions  before  tiis  country.  For 
years,  the  honorable  gentleman  has  had  the 
c^portunity  in  the  House  and  the  countjy, 
to  show  us  the  better  way ;  but  <Hily  to- 
night we  hear  it  for  the  first  time.  It 
would  appear  that  the  unemployment  ques- 
tion, which  is  ngitating  every  country  in 
the  wcMrld,  and  which  imperatively  demands 
settlement,  is,  after  all,  a  myth — there  is 
no  unemployment ;  it  is  merely  a  matter  of 
arrangement.  The  rejnedy  suggested  is  a 
Federal  Labour  Bureau ;  a/id  it  is  note- 
worthy that  this  memorandum  is  full 
of  bureaux,  including  a  Bureau  of 
Agriculture.  When  in  the  future  the  pe<^le 
of  this  country  say  that  they  have  no  em- 
plo>'ment,  they  will  be  told  that  all  that 
is  necessary  is  to  go  to  the  Bureau  and 
e^-erjlhing  will  be  well.  If  a  man  in  the 
Gulf  of  Carpentaria  has  nothing  to  do,  is 
he  unemployed  ?  Not  at  all ;  there  is  a 
job  for  him  on  the  other  side  of  Basis 
Straits.  A  man  wanting  work  on  the  gold- 
fields  of  Coolgardie  would  go  to  the 
Bureau  and  hear  of  work  in  far-off 
Sydney.  A  storekeeper  short  of  cus- 
tomers will  be  told  that  there  are 
any  number  of  customers,  only,  un- 
fortunately, they  are  500  or  3,000  miles 
away.  We  are  assured,  in  short,  that  this 
difficulty,  which  we  had  thought  radical  is, 
after  all,  only  ge(^aphical ;  that  all  that 
need  be  done  is  to  bring  the  customers  to 
the  tradesman  or  the  tradesman  to  the  cus- 
tomer. If  this  childish,  utterly  inane  pro- 
posal were  sufficient  to  deal  with  this  prob- 
lem, it  would  have  been  settled  long  ago. 
If  the  unemployment  problem  was  only 
that  in  one  place  men  were  wanting  employ- 
ment, and  in  another  place  employers  were 
wanting  men,  it  would  have  been  settled 
long  ago :  for  it  would  have  settled  itself. 
For  it  is  a  law  to  which  there  is  no 
exception  that  supply  follows  demand. 
Vfhen  money  is  dear,  money  by-and- 
by  comes  in  and  the  price  goes  down ;  and 
the  same  law  applies  to  wheat  and  other 
commodities,  and  to  e\*en  labour.  Where- 
ever  there  is  a  demand  in  one  place,  and  a 
supply  elsewhere,  the  supply  goes  to  the 
demand.  To  say  that  this  proposal  is 
an  honest,  comprehensive,  and  sensible 
method  of  dealing  with  a  great  question,  is 
to  trifle  with  the  intelligence  of  the  House 
and  the  country.  The  Prime  Minister  in- 
forms us  that  he  had  no  assistance  in  draft- 
ing this  memorandum :  but,  as  a  matter  of 
"^act,  in  this  very  proposal,  we  see  the 
and  of  the  Minist«-  of  Defence.  It  may 
Mr.  Hughes. 


have  been  second  sight  or  telepathy  that 
enabled  the  Prime  Minister  to  propose  this 
method ;  but,  at  any  rate,  the  fact  is  as 
I  have  stated.    Then  we  find  that  all  the 
oratims  which  the  Prime  Minister  used  to 
deliver  about  New  Protection  were  mere 
hot  air.   Fot  he  told  us  to-night  that  before 
Xew  Frotecticm  could  be  carried  into  ^ect 
there  would  be  required  an  organization  so 
intricate  as  to  be  quite  impracticable.  We 
ieam  for  the  first  time  that  the  Board  of 
Trade  of  Great  Britain  is  a  means  by 
which  fair  and  reasonable  wages  mav  be 
accorded  to  every  man ;    and  the  Prime 
Minister  pretends  to  see  in  an  Inter-State 
Commission  some  likeness  to  the  Board  of 
Trade.    What  we  are  going  to  have  is  a 
series  of  Federal  Wages  Boards,  whidi  aze 
to  carrv  on  their  work  under  the  segis  of  an 
Inter-State  Ctxnmission  or  Board  of  Trade. 
Here,  again,  we  have  the  pure,  uncontami- 
nated  proposal  of  the  honorable  member  iot 
Parramatta.      Every  party  to  the  fusion 
is  represented  in  the  memorandum.  As 
the  honorable  member  for  Parramatta  is 
one  who  insist?  on  having  Hs  own  way 
when  he  can   get  it,    I  looked  for  his 
handiwork  in  the  memorandum,  and  I  find 
it.       Then    the    proposed  Agricultural 
Bureau  was  exhibited  to  us  during  the  life 
of  the  last  Deakin  Go\'emment;  but  it 
never  got  beyond  a  speech  b>'  the  Minister 
of  External  Affairs;  and,  naturally,  under 
his  auspices  it  got  no  further.    Th«i,  we 
are  told,  that  anomalies  in  the  Customs 
Tariff  are  to  be  "  examined,  classified,  and  | 
dealt  with  in  due  course."    The  prospect  1 
is    very    alluring.     By    whom    are  the 
anomalies   to   be   examined    and  classi- 
fied ?    There  is  something  almost  epigram- 
matic about  the  phrase  "examined,  classi- 
fied, and  dealt  with  in  due  course";  it 
is  quite  typical  of  this  fusion  ;  but  how.  by 
whom,  or  when  the  anomalies  will  be  dealt 
with,  the  deponent  knoweth  not.    An  active 
policy  of  immigration  is  to  be  undertaken. 
For  years  we  have  heard  the  silvern  V(»ce 
of  the  Prime  Minister  picturing  the  salva- 
tion of  this  country  by  immigration.  There 
was  to  be  a  mighty  army  attracted  to  these 
shores,  and  teeming  millions  were  to  be 
found  where  unused  lands  now  meet  the 
eye.    But  not  one  human  being  has  reached 
these  shores  in  consequence  of  the  honor- 
able gentleman's  orations.    And  the  reascm 
for  this  is  clear.    There  is  no  land  avail- 
able.   At  the  last  election,  his  attitude  on 
this  question  was  shown  in  these  words — 

I  have  collected  for  t^huv-vB^Bths  pait 
figures  showing  tfitlitiifii^  W^^t^lSpplicuU 
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for  land  in  every  State  than  any  State  has 
land  for.  I  have  shown  that  there  are  Aus- 
tralians without  land  seeking  for  land,  and  I 
have  asked  the  States  how  I  can  advertise  in 
London  or  through  Great  Britain  that  land  is 
available  for  settlers  from  the  old  land,  when 
we  have  not  supplied  enough  to  place  our  own 
people  on  the  land.  I  have  made  it  a  first 
condition  of  my  communication  with  those 
Premiers  tbat  they  should  make  so  much  land 
available;  that,  first  of  all,  the  Australian  de- 
mand should  be  supplied. 

From  that  day  to  this  no  land  has  been 
made  available.  On  the  4th  May,  1909, 
the  Prime  Minister  said : — 

He  bad  always  regarded  an  equitable  land 
tax  as  a  legitimate  source  of  taxation,  and  a 
valuable   means  of   encouraging  settlement. 

Yet  this  afternoon  he  told  us  that  we  ought 
not  to  indulge  in  direct  taxatitxi,  because 
that  had  been  undeistood  as  the  special 
prerogativ'e  of  the  States.  Yet  according  to 
the  memorandum  the  active  policy  of  im- 
migration 

will  be  undertaken  and  expanded  in  the  light 
of  the  knowledge  made  available  hy  the  Com- 
mission and  the  Bureau,  and  with,  tt  is  hoped, 
the  co-operation  of  all  the  States. 

But  all  these  proposals  are  merely  bubbles, 
and  I  now  come  to  something  tangible — 

The  appointment  of  a  High  Commissioner 
in  London  with  a  well-equipped  office  will  be 
necessary  for,  among  other  purposes,  our  finan- 
cial interests^  the  supervision  of  immigration, 
and  co-operation  with  the  Inter-State  Commis- 
sion in  fostering  trade  and  commerce. 

I  do  most  thoroughly  believe  that  the 
Government  intend  to  appoint  a  High 
Commissioner. 

Sir  William  Ltoe. — Who  is  he? 

Mr.  HUGHES.— Although  the  Govern- 
ment do  not  say,  I  feel  sure  there  is  an 
tmderstanding  as  to  who  the  High  Com- 
missioner shall  be,  and  I  am  equally  sure 
that  the  appointment,  together  with  that 
of  an  Inter-State  Commission,  are 
measures  on  which  the  Government)  I  do 
not  say  will  stand  or  fall,  but  will  be  pre- 
pared to  be  very  resolute.  One  gentleman 
will  be  required  as  High  Commissioner, 
and  about  three  others  as  Inter-State  Com- 
missioners, and  the  appointments  will  be 
pressed  on  to  the  end ;  so  that,  at  any 
rate,  from  the  long  programme  we  can 
disentangle  two  proposals  about  which  the 
Government  are  in  earnest.  I  should  like  now 
to  say  a  w<H-d  about  the  Navigation  Bill.  The 
main  con^tious  point  (n  this  measure 
is  connected  with  the  coastal  navigatitxi, 
and  in  regard  to  that  there  is  a  distinct 
cleavage  of  opinion  between  the  Minister 
of  Defence  and  the  Prime  Minister.  I 
know  that,  at  any  rate,  the  Minister  of 


Defence  and  the  honwable  member  for 
North  Sydney  are  not  in  favour  of  con- 
fininj^  the  coastal  trade  to  vessels  that  pay 
coastal  rates ;  and  I  challenge  the  Min- 
ister to  say  that  that  is  not  so. 
I  say  emphatically  that  it  is  intended  to 
deliberately  sacrifice  the  great  maritime  in- 
terests of  the  country.  The  Goverrunent  is 
about  to  put  aside  the  policy  which  its  leader 
at  one  time  declared  to  be  fundamental, 
whereby  the  coastal  trade  of  Australia  would 
be  craiserved  to  the  Australian  mercantile 
marine,  and  to  vessels  paying  Australian 
rates  of  wages.  If  it  is  not  proposed  to 
put  aside  that  policy,  the  hcmorable  mem- 
ber for  Parramatta  and  those  who  sit  with 
him  have  been  declaring  for  the  last  six 
years  that  which  they  no  Icmger  believe  in. 
i  do  not  for  a  moment  think  that  to  be 
so.  If  there  were  nothing  else  for  which 
lo  condemn  this  Government,  I  should  to 
the  end  condemn  it  for  its  abandonment 
of  the  interests  of  the  Australian  mercantile 
marine.  Notwithstanding  that  the  Prime 
Minister  has  committed  himself  more  than 
a  score  of  times  to  the  preventicxi  of  ccxn- 
petition  whereby  our  seamm  and  Australian 
ship-owners  are  forced  to  maintain  an 
unequal  struggle,  nothing  Is  to  be  done. 
The  late  Deakin  Administration  went  so 
far  as  to  appoint  the  honorable  member 
for  Hume  and  myself  representatives  to  a 
Conference  which  considered  the  matter. 
But  now  the  great  mercantile  marine  in- 
terests of  the  country  are  to  be  sacrificed- 
The  fusion,  and  the  Liberal  principles  of 
which  we  have  heard  so  much,  have  done 
for  them.  As  a  set-off,  Ministers  propose 
insurance  against  unemployment,  so  that 
unemployed  Australian  seamen,  whose 
places  are  taken  by  coolie  and  cheap  white 
labour,  will  be  provided  for.  But  surely 
there  will  be  no  unemployed  when  their 
Federal  bureau  is  in  working  order.  How 
could  there  be  any  when  all  that  will  have  to 
be  done  will  be  to  register  the  unemployed, 
and  to  notify  the  employers  that  there  are 
men  wanting  work?  Everything  will  be 
as  simple  as  it  is  to  run  water  out  of  the 
city  mains.  Now  we  come  to  another  mat- 
ter of  first  importance.  Upon  the  subject  of 
national  defence,  the  Prime  Minister  has 
always  been  most  eloquent.  There  are  four 
great  measures  which  he  still  professes  to 
regard  as  sacrosanct — the  naval  policy,  land 
defence,  new  protection,  and  old-age  pen- 
sions. The  basic  principle  of  tfie  naval 
policy  of  the  Deakin  and  of  the  Fisher 
Governments  was  first  propounded  by  the 
honorable   member    for    South    Sydney ; 
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universal  training  and  land  defence  were 
advocated  by  me  six  years  ago,  and  have 
been  brought  under  the  notice  of  honorable 
members  every  session  since;  new  protec- 
tion was  suggested  by  the  honorable  mem- 
H!r  for  Boc^by ;  and,  had  not  the  hmcH*- 
able  member  for  KalgOOTlie  been  insistent 
in  his  questions,  while  the  honwable  mem- 
hex  for  Wide  Bay  suggested  a  proposal  for 
the  allocation  of  surplus  revenue  which  was 
given  effect  to  by  the  energy  and  deter- 
mination of   the  honorable   member  for 
Hume,  against  the  strong  opposition  of  the 
present  allies  of  the  Prime  Minister,  there 
would  be  no  old-age  pensi(»is  to-day.  Not 
one  of  these  measures  would  ever  have 
been  passed  had  they  been  left  to  the  late 
Opposition.     Yet  it  is  to  those  members 
that  the  Prime  Minister  has  turned  to 
maintain  the  principles  of  Liberalism.  The 
honorable  member  for  Corio,  who  is  a 
Liberal,  and  has  joined  the  Conservatives 
to  uphold  the   principles  of  Liberalism, 
appeared  before  his  constituency  the  other 
night  to  explain  his  attitude.    I  have  not 
read  a  verbatim  account  of  his  speech,  but 
I  understand  that  he  was  left  explaining. 
What  defence   policv  is  the  Government 
putting  forward?   It  has  olfered  a  Dread- 
nought  or  some  alternative.     The  alter- 
native will  be  whatever  the  Imperial  De- 
fence Conference  suggests.    That  Confer- 
ence was  called  into  existence  at  thtf  sug- 
gestion of  the  Fisher  Government. 
Mr.  Mahon. — Perfectly  correct. 
Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — No. 
Mr.  HUGHES.— To  the  best  of  my 
knowledge  and  belief,  the  cablegram  from 
this  Government  was   in    England  days 
before  that  sent  from  Canada.      If  my 
statement  is  not  true,  I  withdraw  it.  At 
any  rate,  the  Conference  was  the  outcome 
of  the  suggestions  of  the  Fisher  Govern- 
ment and  the  Canadian  Go\-emment,  and 
this  Goi-ernment  will  carry  out  its  resolu- 
tions.   Leaving  defence  for  a  moment,  let 
us  see  what  the  fusion  proposes  with  re- 
gard to  finance.     We  were  told  this  after- 
noon, most  calmly  and  deliberately,  that 
the  proposals  of  the  Government  "involve 
the  extension  of  the  principle  of  the  Brad- 
don  pro\ision  for  another  years.  I 
did  not  dream  that  the  present  Prime  Min- 
ister would  make  such  a  statement.  No- 
thing can  more  effectively  display  his  char- 
acter and  his  recent  actions.     This  cham- 
pion of  the  rights  of  the  Commonwealth, 
whose  Government  passed  the  Surplus  Re- 
venue Bill  despite  the  opposition  of  the 
States  rights  party,  has  deliberately  aban- 


doned the  national  cause  to  that  party.  The 
honorable  member  for  Parramatta  has  stated 
that  he  is  the  champion  of  States  rights, 
and  clearly  he  and  his  party  have  won.  It 
is  in  this  that  the  cause  of  naiicmalism  is 
being  upheld.  We  are  to  haw  the  Braddm 
blot,  in  a  modified  fwm,  for  anotbea-  five 
years.  There  is  not  time,  so  we  are  told, 
to  arrange  anything  else,  since  cmly  a  few- 
months  of  the  life  of  this  Parliament  re- 
main !  Whose  fault  is  it  that  we  have  not 
time  ?  Who  has  just  wasted  a  month  ? 
The  leader  of  the  Government !  He  com- 
plained that  the  programme  of  the  Fisher 
Government  was  too  long,  and  got  the  gag 
applied  to  permit  of  a  consideration  of 
the  situation  which  has  lasted  ever  since. 
And  now  he  proposes  to  sacrifice  the 
national  ideals  to  the  narrow  parochialism 
of  the  States  rights  partv.  He  ousted  the 
Fisher  Government  because  its  programme 
was  too  I(Mig ;  to-dav  he  comes  forward 
with  a  programme  containing  twenty  propo- 
sals ! 

Mr.  WiLKS. — Does  the  honorable  mem- 
ber think  that  the  honorable  member  for 
Ballarat  thinks  that  we  believe  it? 

Mr.  HUGHES.— If  those  with  whom  I 
have  been  associated  in  various  ways  for 
many  years  believe  the  honorable  member 
for  Ballarat,  I  shall  regard  them  as  suf- 
fering from  softening  of  the  brain.  I  do 
not  think  that  one  man  in  this  House  be- 
lieved him.  When  he  said  to-night, 
"There  is  our  programme,"  the  honor- 
able member  for  Parramatta  laughed.  Any- 
thing that  will  make  the  honorable  mem- 
l  ei  for  Parramatta  laugh  must  bo  the  most 
huniorous  thing  on  earth.  To  e:inblc  \Y,\* 
Go\emment  to  come  into  existence,  the 
honorable  member  for  Bendigo  voted 
against  the  Fisher  Government.  He  did  not 
tell  us  why,  but  we  can  discern  the  rea- 
son. This  is  what  he  said  on  the  axst 
October  last— 

I  was  returned  to  this  PailiamcDt  as  an  la- 
dependeot  member  to  sit  on  the  cross  benches; 
nnd  I  promised  mv  constituents  that  I  would 
Rivc  any  Government  that  might  be  in  power  a 
fair  trial  and  fair  consideration  of  their  mea- 
sures, whether  it  was  a  Deakinite  Government, 
a  Reidite  Goveroment,  or  a  Labour  Govern- 
ment. 

Sir  John  Quick. — Quite  right. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— We  have  in  the  hon- 
orable member  the  absolute  embodiment 
of  fair  play.  He  now  brings  to  the 
directicm  of  the  Department  of  the  Post- 
master-General a  gigantic  intellect,  whidi 
for  many  years  has  been^  occupfed  with 
multifarious  but  comparatively  triHal  mat- 
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ters.  Tlie  country  is  now  safe.  He  is  to 
place  the  teleptKHie  syston  (Hi  a  proper 
basis.  He  insists  upm  an  actuarial  exami- 
nation ;  nothing  else  will  serve  him.  He  is 
silent  upon  the  examination  which  should 
have  been  made  into  his  prcHuise  to  give 
any  Government  fair  consideraticHi  of  its 
measures.    He  added — 

As  far  as  possible,  I  have  eadeavoured  to 
steadfastly  pursue  that  purpose. 

Unfortunate  man,  singled  out  by  destiny, 
he  is  unable  to  fulfil  his  promise.  A  criiel 
fate  prevented  him  from  giving  the  Fisher 
Government  ctmsideration.  He  felt  himself 
drawn  by  an  irresistible  force  to  the  Trea- 
sury benches.  Pro\idence  marked  him  from 
his  birth  for  the  position  of  Postmaster- 
General,  and  his  solemn  promises  had  to  be 
broken  in  <vder  that  he  might  fulfil  his 
destiny.  He  finds  himself  in  good  com- 
panv.  He  sits  with  others  who  have  acted 
in  like  manner.  But  I  do  not  think  that  he 
will  be  able  to  persuade  his  constituents 
that  the  excuse  with  which  he  satisfies  him- 
self is  sufficient  for  them  A  promise  is 
a  promise.  He  having  prwnised  to  give 
any  Government  fair  consideration,  what 
reason  has  he  for  not  having  done  so? 
The  positiiMi  is  that  the  Government  is  a 
State  rights  party.  It  has  abandoned  the 
national  policy.  The  Age  declared  that  the 
divisi(»i  list  on  the  Surplus  Revenue  Bill 
separated  the  sheep  from  the  goats,  and 
there  were  only  two  honorable  members  of 
the  then  Opposition — ^the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Dalley  and  the  honorable  member 
for  Wimmera — who  voted  with  us.  The 
rest,  to  a  man,  were  State  rights  men. 
A  narrow  and  parochial  view  marks  them 
as  it  has  marked  them  ever  since  they 
have  been  in  this  Parliament.  They  are 
men  whose  stunted  minds  are  incapable  of 
comprehending  great  questions  of  national 
life,  men  to  whom  the  mere  mention  of  a 
national  policy  excites  nothing  more  than 
an  inane  chuckle. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Quite  an  appro- 
priate chuckle  in  the  circumstances. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— Clearly  the  party  led 
by  the  Prime  Minister,  whose  proud  boast 
it  was  that  it  was  a  National  Party,  has 
now  sunk  itself,  and  lies  helpless,  as  the 
Age  predicted  it  would,  at  the  feet  of 
the  r«ictionaries.  On  the  20th  October ' 
last,  the  present  Prime  Minister  said  that' 
the  memters  of  the  then  Opposition,  with 
vhcnn  he  has  since  joined  f<xces,  were  men 
with  whom  he  could  not  act  now,  or  at 
any  future  time.  A  fitting  mate  for  the 
Postmaster- General,    who      promised  his 


constituents  that  be  would  give  a  Deakinite, 
a  Reidite.  or  a  Labourite  Government  a  fair 
show."  When  they  are  pinned  like  struggling 
worms  on  a  card  with  their  names  and 
their  description  underneath,  what  do  they 
do?  Do  they  exhibit  any  trace  of  shame 
or  remorse?  No  !  They  laugh  just  as  does  the 
hardened  criminal  who  declares  when  sen- 
tenced to  twelve  months'  imprisonment,  that 
he  can  "  do  it  on  his  'ed. ' '  To  these  honor- 
able members  their  sacred  word  is  no  more 
than  dicers'  oaths.  They  make  promises  only 
to  break  them.  These  are  the  h(SiorabIe 
members  who  ask,  "Why  do  members  of 
the  Labour  Party  sign  a  pledge?"  If 
I  thought  for  one  moment  that  the  signing 
of  a  pledge  would  have  any  effect  upon 
them  I  should  recommend  them  to  sign 
one.  But  men  who  can  break  their  word 
as  easily  as  they  ha^e  done,  would  break 
a  thousand  pledges,  even  though  they  were 
written  with  their  life's  blood,  or  en- 
graved on  plates  of  steel. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^The  honorable 
member  ought  to  be  ashamed  of  himself, 

Mr.  HUGHES.  —  I  do  not  knjw 
whether  the  honorable  member  made  that 
statement  in  order  to  get  in  an  interjection, 
believing  that  those  who  read  Hansard 
would  think  it  lelevant  to  something  I 
had  said ;  but  lest  they  should  do  so,  let 
me  say  that  if  I  ought  to  be  ashamed  of 
myself  for  saying  that  a  man's  word  ought 
to  always  bind  him,  though  it  bring  him 
to  poverty  and  political  ostracism,  then  I 
glory  in  saying  it,  and  am  not  ashamed. 
What  is  the  positicwi  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Gippsland  ?  lie  was  asked 
to  tread  the  broad  and  pleasant  wav  down- 
wards. He  was  asked  to  follow  other 
members  of  his  party  who  have  crossed  to 
the  other  side  of  the  House.  He  did  not 
know  then,  and  does  nc^  know  now, 
v/Iiether  or  not  the  Labour  Party  int'ind  to 
oppose  him,  but  he  preferred,  even  if  the 
Labour  Party  were  to  oppose  him  a  hun- 
dred times  o\er,  10  go  down  a  man  of  his 
word.  And  I,  forsooth,  ought  to  be 
ashamed  of  myself  because  I  say  that 
a  man  should  stand  by  his  word ! 
Nothing  that  can  be  said  is  severe  enough 
in  condemnation  of  those  who  disagree 
with  that  view.  But  it  is  now  a  ques- 
tion, not  of  saying,  but  of  doing.  We 
ask  that  this  House  shall  go  to  the  i-oun- 
try,  because  we  believe  that  the  position 
has  gone  beyaid  the  realms  of  talk,  and 
has  been  translated  to  the  realms  of  ac- 
ticwi.     The  Mmister  of  Defence  has  gone. 
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One  bv  one  Ministers  leave  the  chamber. 
Thev  disappear,  moved  by  some  powerful 
influence.  It  may  be  that  their  drugged 
consciences  prick  them  to  s<Miie  semblance  of 
shame.  It  is  certainly  not  my  fault  that 
they  have  gone.  I  repeat  that  the  Prime 
Minister  and  his  followers  have  abandoned 
tlie  national  policy.  They  are  now  a 
State  rights  partj-.  The  Braddcxi  blot, 
modiiied  for  the  next  five  years,  is  thdr 
policy.  As  to  defence  I  do  not  know 
what  they  propose,  and  they  do  not  know 
themselves.  One  might  just  as  reason- 
ablv  expect  sah'ation  to  ccMne  out  of  the 
mouth  of  hell  as  to  see  an  effective  defence 
policy  come  from  a  axnbination  whose  parts 
have  been  at  daggers  drawn  since  the  incep- 
tion of  this  Parliament.  There  is  not  one 
matter  respecting  defence  upon  which  they 
are  agreed.  The  right  honorable  member  for 
East  Sydney  said,  in  October  last,  when 
dealing'  with  the  naval  and  military 
schemes  of  the  Deakin  Government — 

I  sum  up  my  attitude  upon  this  subject  by 
stating  that  I  regard  these  projects  as  wild  and 
impracticable ;  as  being  not  founded  in  neces- 
sity or  even  in  prudence,  but  as  arising  eitber 
from  hysterical  fear  or  from  a  craze  for  mili- 
t.irism  that  is  foreign  to  the  history  and  the 
spirit  of  the  British  race. 

On  every  point  in  connexion  with  defoice 
the  two  parties  to  the  coaliticm  are  op- 
pcsed;  so  that  it  in  only  reasonable  to 
expect  that  no  effective  and  workable 
scheme  can  come  from  than.  On  New 
Protection  they  are  also  opposed.  Upon 
the  question  of  finance  they  were  bitterly 
and  fundamentally  opposed.  Dealing 
with  the  question  of  a  White  Australia,  on 
the  19th  October,  1906,  the  right  honor- 
able member  for  East  Sydney  said — 

Subject  to  precautions  against  strike  labour 
and  deceptive  agreements,  I  am  in  favout  of 
the  repeal  of  all  the  provisionc  relating  to 
white  immigration. 

When  the  preferential  Tariff  with  Great 
Britain  was  under  discussion,  the  honorable 
member  for  Kalgoorlie  siKxreeded  in  carry- 
ing an  amendment  providing  for  the  em- 
ployment of  only  British  seamen  on  ressels 
carrying  goods  upon  which  preference  was 
granted,  and  the  right  honorable  member 
for  East  Sydney  said — 

The  refusal  of  the  Prime  Minister  to  act  on 
my  advice  and  endeavoui  in  a  fuller  House 
to  omit  (tit  condition  about  British  seamen  has 
exposed  the  wretched  sham. 

On  the  questions  of  defence,  finance,  and 
industrial  legislation  chasms  separate  the 
two  parties  to  the  coalition.  On  questions 
of  industrial  legistaticxi,  we  have  seen 
iff.  Hughes. 


times  without  number  the  whole  of  the  late 
Opposition,  with  the  exception  of  one  or 
two  honorable  members,  arra>ed  against  the 
Liljeral  and  the  Labour  Parties.  Yet  the 
Prime  Minister  has  the  effronterv  to 
stand  in  this  House  to-night,  and  de- 
clare that  he  is  still  the  bearer  of  the 
Liberal  standard,  and  that  he  has  been  com- 
pelled to  leave  the  Labour  Party — his  na- 
tural allies,  according  to  the  Age — a  party 
with  whom  he  was  willing  to  coalesce  last 
March  twelve  months,  and  to  share  p<Ht- 
folios  with,  and  that  he  has  done  this  in 
order  to  save  the  "  Liberal  cause." 

Sir  John  Forrest. — No.  The  honor- 
able member  for  Hume  made  that  proposal. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  shall  give  some 
further  information  on  the  subject,  and 
will  tell  who  were  to  go  out  of  the  last 
Deakin  Administration  to  make  rown  for 
Labour  Ministers. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— The   Prime  Minister 
has  deserted  the  party  that  kept  him  in 
<^ce  for  years,   and,   in  order  to  save 
Liberalism,  has  gone  over  to  those  wh«n 
he  has  always  denotmced.     Thank  God. 
Lib«'alism  does  not  deprad  upon  the 
nerveless  and  treacherous  suppcvt  of  such 
men.    The  principles  of  Liberalism  and 
Democracy  are  deep-rooted  in  the  hearts  o£ 
the  people,  and  long  after  those  poHticiaJis 
who  temporarily  obstruct  the  stage  of  poli- 
tics have  been  swept  away,  Democracy  and 
democratic  legislation  will  p)  on.    But  to 
suppose  that  from  such  a  combinatic^  as 
this  any  good  can  come  is  monstrous  and 
unnatural.    We  find  sitting  behind  the  Go- 
\ernment  the  honorable  member  for  Flin- 
ders, the  honorable  member  for  Fawkner, 
president  of  the  Employers'  Fed«"ation, 
and  the  honorable  member  for  Parkes,  who 
only  a  few  days  before  the  consummation 
of  the  fusion,  wrote  a  letter  denoimcing  the 
Prime  Minister  for  disloyalty.     Then  we 
have  as  an  honorary  Minister  an  horuvable 
gentleman  who,  for  eight  years,  was  a  mem- 
ber  of    the   black    labour    Ministry  in 
Queensland.    He  was  a  member  of  a  Min- 
istry that  deliberately  made  black  labour, 
as  opposed  to  white,  its  party  cry.    In  the 
Senate,  the  Government  depends  absolutely 
upon  a  black  labour  majority.    Its  majority- 
there,  I  am  informed,  ex-en  while  I  have 
.  been  on  my  feet,  has  laeen  rapidly  melting; 
and  at  the  best  depends  upon  deliberate 
and  avowed  advocates  of  black  labour. 
Then  we  ccxne  to  the  honorable  member  for 
Oxley.    Is  he  in  favour  of  a  W^hite  Aus- 
tralia ? 

Mr.  EDWARDS.-5re|^^  Google 
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Mr,  HUGHES.— I  am  informed  that 
the  iionorable  member  put  up  a  noble  de- 
fence for  the  kanakas  in  1902.  He  is  a 
countryman  of  mine,  but  I  cannot  help  re- 
gretting that  he  sh(nild  have  given  ezin«s- 
sioti  to  this  brotherly  love  for  the  kanaka. 
The  point  I  am  making  is  that  this 
Government,  which  now  pretends  to  be  a 
White-Australia-poIicy  Government,  de- 
pends upon  avowed  champions  of  black 
labour  for  its  daily  existence ;  that  this  Go- 
vernment, which  postures  as  a  national  one 
in  favour  of  a  national  policy,  is  abso- 
lutely helpless  in  the  hands  of  the  State 
rights  party ;  that  the  Government  which 
pretenck  to  be  in  favour  of  an  Australian 
navy  is  surrounded  by  men  who  have 
always  opposed  it,  and  that,  while  pre- 
tending to  be  in  -favour  of  industrial  legis- 
lation, it  is  helpless  and  at  the  mercy  of 
men  who  have  always  opposed  such  iegis- 
lation.  and  compel  it  to  put  forward  that 
most  hollow,  specious,  and  trumpery  ex- 
pedient of  a  Federal  Labour  Bureau.  The 
Prime  Minister,  who  excelled  himself  in  his 
eloquence  upon  the  benefits  of  the  New 
Protection,  now  declares  that  the  New  Pro- 
tection was  a  cumbrous  and  impracticable 
way  of  achieving  what  he  can  effect  more 
easily  and  surely  by  a  Board  of  Tra:de. 
Vpoa  land  taxation  they  are  of  course  op- 
posed. Their  reliance  upon  the  States  in 
that  matter  is  most  pathetic.  They  iwofess 
to  believe  that  the  States  will  impose  a  land 
tax,  yet  the  Prime  Minister,  at  the  last 
election,  said  he  could  not  go  on  with  im- 
migration until  land  was  made  available; 
but  he  knows  perfectly  well  that,  in  spire 
of  all  the  closer  settlement  schemes  in  this 
State  and  in  New  South  Wales,  the  large 
estates — those  of  20,000  acres  and  up- 
wards— are  growing  daily.  The  honor- 
able member  gave  an  illustratim  of  two 
estates  in  Queensland  where  great  thjustice 
would  have  been  caused  if  the  proposed 
land  tax  were  imposed.  As  he  has  not 
thought  fit  to  furnish  the  House  with 
particulars  of  those  cases,  he  cannot 
expect  us  to  regard  his  statement  seri- 
ously as  an  argument  against  the  land 
tax.  That  a  man  should  seriously  stand 
up  in  this  House  and  say  that  a  land  lax 
ought  not  to  be  imposed  for  the  purpose  of 
bursting  up  big  estates,  because  some  man 
told  him  in  Queensland  that  it  would  be 
a  great  injustice  to  his  estate,  as  he  would 
have  to  pay  more  than  he  ought  to,  is  too 
childish  to  merit  consideration  for  a  mo- 
ment. The  hcKiorable  member  is  well 
matched  now  by  the  honorable  member  for 


Parramatta,  who,  in  earlier  and  happier 
days,  Qa\e  vent  to  his  opinions  in  these 
w<Mrds — 

The  honorable  member  for  The  Gwydir  laid 
down  the  theory  that  because  he  has  had  to 
pay  for  his  land  every  one  else  ought  to  do 
the  same.  I  do  not  believe  in  paying  for  land 
at  all.  I  believe  in  taxing  it,  and  if  we  tax 
it  to  its  full  imimproved  value  we  shall  have 
no  need  to  sell  it;  indeed,  no  one  will  buy  it. 
When  a  man  wants  a  bit  of  land  in  this 
Colonv  he  has  to  go  himdreds  of  miles  back 
into  tne  busb — behind  his  strong  neighbour,  who 
has  picked  out  the  eyes  of  ihe  country.  We 
ought  to  tax  the  strong  neighbour  for  every 
ounce  of  privilege  which  he  possesses  over  the 
man  who  proposes  to  go  into  the  bush.  The 
moment  that  is  done  we  shall  not  find  men 
Tunning  to  the  Argentine  Republic  for  land 
upon  which  to  settle. 

Those  the  words  of  the  honorable 

member  for  Parramatta,  as  recorded  on 

page  2511.3  of  volume  lxi.,  of  the  New 
South  Wales  Hansard  for  J892-3.  There 
we  have  from  the  political  grave  as  it 
were,  from  over  the  border,  a  voice  that 
silences  all  criticism.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber was  prepared  to  go.  not  as  we  are,  for 
a  modest  penny  in  the  jQi  with  a  ^£5,000 
exemption,  but  for  a  tax  of  is.  in  the  j£i 
on  all  land  in  the  country.  He  said,  "We 
will  tax  it  all  away.  I  don't  believe  in 
buying  it."  It  is  the  most  unblusliing 
aTOwal  of  land  robbery  that  I  ever 
heard  of  in  my  life  I  It  is  from 
such  a  man  as  this  that  in  these 
days  I  get  reminders  that  "  I  ought 
to  be  ashamed  of  myself."  "  Shame  was 
ashamed  to  sit  upon  the  brow  of  such  a 
man. ' '  I  shall  not  detain  the  House 
longer.  What  I  set  out  to  do,  I  hope  I 
have  done.  It  was  to  prove  to  the  House 
and  the  country  that  the  Government  has 
not,  and  ought  not,  to  have  the  confidence 
of  the  House,  and  has  not  the  confidence  of 
the  country.  I  believe  it  has  not  the  con- 
fidence of  the  House,  because  no  House 
can  place  confidence  in  men  upon  whose 
word  it  cannot  rely.  The  gravamen  of 
the  charge  lies  in  the  fact  that  they  have 
been  guilty  of  a  violation  of  their  most 
solemn  pledges.  They  stand  to-day  postur- 
ing still.  The  Prime  Minister  postures  as 
the  leader  of  the  Libera!  Party.  He  says, 
"I  am  glad  to  have  the  backing  of  the 
Conservatives."  Oh!  that  a  Liberal 
should  descend  to  such  a  despicable  pass 
as  to  be  driven  by  way  of  excuse  for  his 
treachery  to  declare  that  Liberalism  has 
stmk  to  such  contemptible  depths  in  this 
country  that  it  has  to  be  held  up 
bv  the  reactionaries,  and  wi&|^whom, 
last  October,  he  declared  that^e'  could 
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never  act !  I  set  out  to  prove  that 
the  Government  had  not  the  confidence 
of  the  House  or  the  nation,  because  it  was 
composed  of  men  of  the  most  widely  dif- 
fering opinions.  I  have  shown,  by  the 
extracts  from  thb  Age^  and  frwn  their  own 
speeches,  that,  upon  everv  principle  which 
has  been  before  this  Parliament,  they  are 
set  as  widely  as  the  poles  asunder.  In 
these  circumstances,  how  can  the  House 
have  confidence  in  them?  If  we  take  their 
programme  at  its  face  value,  what 
guarantee  have  we  that  they  will  not  de- 
nounce it  in  its  turn,  and  abandon  that  posi- 
tion in  its  turn,  as  they  have  denounced 
and  abandoned  every  other  progranmie  and 
every  other  positirtn?  The  people  can 
never  have  confidence  in  men  upon  whose 
word  they  cannot  rely.  What  sliall  we 
say  of  those  honorable  members  who  sit 
there— the  honorable  member  for  Ballarat 
and  the  honorable  member  for  Bendigo? 
The  one  said  last  October,  "With  those 
men  I  can  never  act  now  or  at  any  other 
time."  The  other  said,  "  I  have  promised 
my  constituents  to  gFve  the  Labour  (}</- 
vernment  a  fair  show  upon  its  measures, 
iind  to  treat  them  utxjn  their  merits," 
while  he  never  permitted  us  so  much 
as  to  bring  in  and  consider  even 
one  measure.  What  shall  we  say  to 
them  and  those  who  sit  with  them? 
We  can  only  say  that  so  far  as  men  in 
politics  can  do  it,'  they  have  forfeited  every 
right  to  be  conadered  as  representatives  of 
the  people.  They  no  longer  represent  the 
men  who  sent  them  here.  If  the  honorable 
member  for  Ballarat  at  the  last  election 
declared,  as  he  did,  that  ant i- Socialism  was 
,  only  a  stalking-horse,  that  the  right  honor- 
able member  for  East  Sydney  had  promised 
more  and  done  less  than  any  other  man  in 
the  country,  that  he  was  a  reactionary,  and 
that  ail  the  men  then  on  this  side  were 
reactionaries,  how  cwnes  he  now  to  sit  with 
them?  How  can  he  represent  the  electors 
who  sent  him  into  Parliament  to  oppose 
those  reactiCTiaries  ?  Tor  these  reasons 
those  honorable  gentltfnen  stand  condemned. 
I  hope  and  believe  that  the  House  will  con- 
demn them,  but  whether  the  House  does 
or  not,  I  am  satisfied  that  the  country  will. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS  (Robertson) 
[9.5]. — I  should  like  at  the  outset  to  say 
that  there  is  very  little  reason  for  the 
tabling  of  this  mc^on  in  its  present  form. 
The  Opposition  might  well  have  waited  for 
a  time  for  something  to  be  done  by 
the  Government,  upon  which  a  vote  could 
be  taken  to  ascertain  whether  the  House 


had  confidence  in  them.     It  is  not  long 
since  a  vote  was  taken,  and  the  numbers 
were  in  favour  of  the  presoit  occupants  of 
the  Treasury  bench.     The  result  of  the 
division  upon  this  motion  seems,  theref<»e, 
to  be  a  foregone  conclusion.     I  read  re- 
cently in  the  press  that  several  htxiorablc 
members  who  did  not  see  eye  to  eye  with 
the  Government  in  all  their  proposafs  in- 
tended to  abstain  from  voting  when  the 
division  was  taken  upon  this  motion.  As 
I  am  looked  upon  as  «ie  who  will  not 
swallow  everything  that  will  be  proposed 
by  the  Government,  according  to  the  pro- 
gramme enunciated  yesterday,  it  might  be 
thought  that  I  was  one  of  those  six  who 
will  be  absent  when  the  vote  is  taken.  I 
should,  therefore,  like  to  state  plainly  now 
that  I  shall  always  vote  openly>  and  that 
when  I  am  against  the  Government  I  shall 
vote  against  it.  But  I  shall  r»ot  vote  against 
it  because  of  the  individual  memliers  com- 
]K)sing  the  Administration.     I  shall  vote 
against  those  measures  that  they  bring  for- 
ward that  1  was  not  sent  here  to  support. 
The  honorable  member  for  Ballarat  in  his 
great  speech  on  25th  May,  at  the  Melbounn- 
Town  Hall,  said  that  one  of  the  planks  of 
the  new  party's  platform  was  tliat  each 
member  shoul(!  be  responsible  only  to  his 
own  constituency.    That  is  one  of  the  dif- 
ferences between  our  party  and  the  Labour 
Party.     We  are  responsible  to  our  con- 
stituents, and  not  to  the  organizations  that 
suppcHt   us.  '  W^e   have   consequently  a 
liberty  of  speech  that  appears  somewhat 
strange  to  the  occupiers  of  the  Opposition 
benches.     When  one  enters  the  arena  as 
a  critic  of  the  Government  with  which  he 
is  apparently  associated,  they  regard  it  as 
a  sure  sign  that  he  will  vote  to  put  that 
Government  out  of  power.     But  we  are  ex- 
pected to  use  some  reason  on  this  side.  We 
shall  btf  expected  to  know  whether  those 
who  would  succeed  the  Government  would 
f  ut  forward  a  policy  mcwe  acceptable  to  the 
people  than  the  policy  then  proposed.  Of 
two  evils,  one  would  naturally  choose  the 
less.    The  policy  of  this  Govenunent  is 
known,  and  the  members  of  the  Opposition 
think  that,  because  of  that  policy,  sc«ne  of 
us  on  this  side  will  \'Ote  the  Government 
out  of  office.    But  it  is  impossible  for  any 
honorable  member  who  voted  against  the 
Opposition  when  thev  were  in  power  to 
support    them    rxMv    in    a    motion  of 
want  of  confid«ice.    If  they  want  to 
come   in   again,   they   must   find  some 
other   oartv   to   move,  puid,^  they  must 
come   in   at   ttt^'"mPi'*^Mg**-at  the 
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head.  I  thought  there  would  be  some  dis- 
content on  that  side  when  they  began  to 
understand  that  we  are  free  men  here.  We 
on  this  ade  are  not  tied.  I  intend  to  use 
my  freedcwn  to  the  fullest  extent.  I  am  sent 
here  to  represent  the  people  in  my  con- 
stituency. To  them  I  am  responsible.  They 
are  the  people  who  alone  have  the  power  to 
put  me  out,  and  if  I  am  faithful  to  them, 
there  is  no  fear  of  their  doing  that.  I 
should  like  to  tell  any  of  those  honorable 
members  opposite  who  think  it  would  be 
nice  to  gain  my  seat,  that  I  beat  them  by 
1,600  votes  at  the  last  election,  and  that 
the  majority  against  them  will  be  2,600  at 
the  next.  The  numbers  against  them  will 
grow  every  time.  It  is  because  we  have 
freed(»n  on  our  side  of  the  House,  because 
I  take  an  independent  stand,  and  because 
in  the  past  I  have  spoken  in  opposition  to 
the  Reid  Government  when  they  were  in 
power,  proposing  what  my  people  did  not 
favour,  that  I  speak  freely  on  this  occa- 
sion, 

Mr.  Hall. — Is  it  not  because  the  honor- 
able member  did  not  get  a  trip  to  England? 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— I  was  not  sit- 
ting on  the  Prime  Minister's  docv-mat  when 
the  ofiices  were  filled.  I  was  not  within 
cocee.  I  did  not  expect  to  be  called  in. 
I  have  not  been  called  in,  and  consequently 
I  am  "on  my  own."  I  have  stated  in  pub- 
lic that  I  think  the  present  Prime  Minister 
has  a  great  many  unredeemed  pledges ; 
and  I  am  still  of  that  opinion.  The  hon- 
orable gentleman,  in  his  speech  to-day, 
said  that  he  had  made  some  sacrifices,  but 
not  many ;  and  I  quite  agree  with  him,  be- 
cause I  believe  he  has  made  very  few.  A 
man  in  the  position  of  Prime  Minister 
should  not  make  many  sacrifices;  in  mat- 
ters of  detail  he  may  compromise,  but  prin- 
ciples dear  to  him  must  not  be  abandoned ; 
and  that  is  why  I  take  the  stand  I  do. 
Piinciples  dear  to  me  I  cannot  abandon. 

Mr.  Webster. — Look  out  that  the  Prime 
Minister  does  not  sacrifice  the  honorable 
member  ! 

Mr.  HEXRY  WILLIS.— He  will  not 
sacrifice  me,  because  he  knows  I  am  inde- 
pendent, as  every  man  on  this  side  is. 
How  is  it  possible  for  a  Liberal  Govern- 
ment with  a  majority  ever  -to  be  put  out  of 
power?  Only  because  the  supporters  are 
free  men,  and  on  some  measures  are  unable 
to  follow  the  Government.  In  the  case  of 
the  Labour  Party,  once  they  have  a  ma- 
jority, it  is  impossible  to  remove  them  until 
an  appeal  is  made  to  the  people ;  that  is 
the  difference    between    being  of  cast- 


iron  and  not  being  of  cast-iron.  There 
being  so  many  unredeemed  pledges,  the 
people  ought,  I  think,  to  be  consulted  be- 
fore any  legislation  is  introduced.  I  am 
also  of  opinion  that  when  the  Prime  Min- 
ister gets  Supply  he  ought  to  put  a  notice 
on  the  door  sending  honorable  members 
about  their  business— give  the  Labour 
Party  a  little  of  their  own  physic,  and  see 
if  their  constituents  will  send  them  back 
with  the  imprimatur  of  ccmfidence.  I  feel 
I  ought  to  say  so  mucli,  because  the  Labour 
Party  Avere  beginning  to  think  I  was  one  of 
their  followers.  I  have  been  a  consistent 
supporter  of  all  liberal  and  progressive 
legislation,  and  a  reactionary  party,  such  as 
the  Labour  Party,  is  not  <Hie  that  I  could 
join.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  Labour 
Party  are  going  backward,  and  not  for- 
ward ;  and,  as  I  said  before,  I  am  a  sup- 
porter of  progressive  measures.  I  am  not 
opposed  to  a  third  party  in  politic^;  I  do 
not  agree  with  those  who  say  that  thrte 
parties  in  public  life  do  not  do  good.  If 
we  read  the  history  of  the  Victorian  reign, 
we  find  that  there  have  always  been  three 
or  four  parties  in  the  British  Legislature ; 
and  it  is  when  the  three  parties  are  of  equal 
strength  there  is  danger,  because  perfidy 
will  then  creep  in,  and  principles  will  be 
often  sacrificed.  But  when  a  third  party  is 
small,  it  can  do  good,  because  it  can  fash 
the  Government  up  to  the  fulfilment  of  their 
piomises,  see  that  the  policy  of  the  party  is 
maintained,  and  that  no  Prime  Minister 
abandons  his  pledges.  If  I  were,  for  in- 
stance, a  supporter  of  New  Protection,  I 
should  see  that  a  measure  to  carry  out  the 
principle  was  brought  in,  or  vote  the  Go 
vernment  out  of  power. 

Mr.  Frazer. — Is  the  honorable  member 
not  a  supporter  of  New  Prelection  ? 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— I  hare  never 
said  I  was. 

Mr.  Frazer. — Will  the  honorable  mem- 
ber say  he  is  not? 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— I  wish  to 
know  what  the  New  Protection  is.  I  have 
read  the  memorandum  of  1907,  and  I  find 
that  the  Hi^h  Court  knocked  out  the  new 
legislation  as  unconstitutional.  The  whole 
of  the  first  and  second  pages  disappear  on 
the  decision  of  the  High  Court,  but  on  the 
last  page  there  remains  the  clause  providing 
that  the  consumer  shall  be  considered  as 
well  as  the  manufacturer  and  the  worker — 

An  essential  part  of  the  completed  scheme, 
however,  is  the  protectionrof  the  c«nsmner  by 
the  establishment  of  machiocjit^O^  (iuvent  the 
undue  inflation  of  prices.  ^ 
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That  I  am  strongly  in  favour  of,  but  this 
Parliament  has  placed  on  the  statute-book 
a  law  which  has  made  the  duties  very 
heavy  on  the  working  man,  and,  indeed,  all 
classes  of  the  community.  I  do  not  con- 
sider it  hcmest  on  the  part  of  the  Labour 
Party  to  go  back  on  their  fiscal  principles, 
and  vote  for  high  protective  duties  on  the 
pretext  of  getting  for  the  labouring  classes 
higher  wages,  seeing  that  the  greater  num- 
ber of  workers  in  other  industries,  which 
are  not  protected,  can  reap  no  advantage. 
The  object  of  those  who  voted  for  low 
duties  was  to  make  commodities  cheaper  to 
the  ccHisuraer ;  and  if  the  "old"  and  new 
Protection  confers  great  benefit  oa  the 
manufacturer,  worker,  and  c<xisumer,  the 
problem  I  have  not  been  able  to  solve  is, 
who  finds  the  money,  if  it  is  not  the  oxi- 
sumer.  If  it  can  be  shown  that  the  con- 
sumer does  not  find  the  money,  I  shall 
think  that  I  have  been  in  the  dark;  but, 
up  to  the  preset,  no  enlightenment  has 
come.  Seeing  that  the  paragraph  I 
have  just  quoted  disappeared  from  the 
second  memorandum,  I  take  it  that 
the  Prime  Minister  found  it  impossible 
to  carrv  it  into  effect.  The  proposal  now 
is  that  there  shall  be  an  Inter-State  Com- 
mission with  full  control  over  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  new  Protection ;  but,  in  spite 
of  the  manv  speeches  of  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter, we  find  that  the  new  Protecti<m  is 
whittled  away  to  nothing — that  there  re- 
mains only  the  old  Protection.  There  is 
CBily  one  form  of  Protection,  namely,  that 
which  makes  articles  expensive,  and  certain 
lines  of  industry  impossible.  That  is  not 
freedom,  but  the  very  opposite.  I  do  not 
belong  to  that  school  in  politics,  but  to  the 
low-tariff,  progressive  party ;  and  I  can- 
pot  go  back  on  my  principles,  nor  do  I 
think  that  the  party  in  power  expect  me  to 
do  sa 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS  (Cook)  [9.20].— It 
is  a  little  difficult  to  find  out  what  attitude 
the  honorable  member  for  Robertson  is 
going  to  take  on  this  motion.  On  the  i8th 
of  this  month,  the  honorable  member  stated 
publiclv  that  the  Government  had  no  right 
to  carry  on  the  business  in  Parliament 
until  they  had  submitted  themselves  to  the 
people.    His  words  were — 

The  programme  outlined  by  Mr.  Deakin  is 
a  violation  of  his  pledges  to  Parliament,  and 
cannot   be   accepted   till   it   has  been  endorsed 
in  the  constituencies.     There  cannot  be  fusion 
"iVon  the  unredeemed  pledges  of  Mr.  Deakio, 
o  assured  Parliament  that  his  New  Protection 
KMals  would  be  necessary  complements  of 
31d  Protection.    .    .  . 


The  last  Federal  election  in  this  State  was 
a  campaign  against  Socialism.  "  Anti-Social- 
ism" was  the  election  cry.  The  saeakine  in 
of  higher  duties  was  not  in  contemplation.  It 
is  but  reasonable  the  electors  should  be  ta.ken 
into  confidence  by  Mr.  Cook,  and  informed  if 
ihey  are  committed  to  the  "  New "  Protection 
proposals  of  Mr.  Deaktn.  I  f  they  are  not, 
tliey  should  be  given  a  definite  statement  with 
regard  to  the  heavy  duties  that  are  foisted  upon 
them. 

Mr.  Hall.— I  beg  to  call  attention  to 
the  state  of  the  House.    \Quorutn  formed-l 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.'— The  honorable 
member  for  Robertson  concluded  his  state- 
ment to  the  press  by  saying — 

The  Dcakin-Cook  majority  is  small  and  un- 
certain ;  the  members  forming  it  are  bent  upon 
faith  being  kept  with  the  people.  Humiliatiim 
and  defeat  may  overtake  the  Government  at 
any  sitting.  An  appeal  to  the'  country  is  the 
solution  of  the  difficulty. 

To-night  the  honorable  member  has  fotind 
a  scarecrow  —  a  nightmare  stares  him 
in  the  face.  He  has  heard  it  whispered 
that  several  members  opposite,  not  being  in 
sympathy  with  the  projxisals  of  the  Go- 
vernment, intend  to  refrain  from  voting; 
and  he  leads  us  to  believe  that  he  cannot 
vote  against  ths  present  Government  be- 
cause Supply  has  not  been  granted.  He 
notices  that  a  Bill  has  been  circulated  deal- 
ing with  temporary  Supply,  and,  ap- 
parCTitlv,  that  is  going  to  be  his  excuse  fw 
going  back  on  the  people  of  Xew  South 
Wales,  and  his  own  ctxistituents  in  par- 
ticular, whom  he,  within  the  last  week,  in- 
formed that  he  cannot  support  the  Govern- 
ment because  an  appeal  to  the  people  is  the 
only  decent  course.  I  do  not  wish  to  take 
up  any  more  time  in  referring  to  the  horror- 
able  member's  excuses  in  order  to  escape 
his  promise;  but  I  have  a  word  or  two  to 
say  in  reference  to  the  Deakin-Cook  com- 
bination. There  are  five  headings  under 
which  I  think  that  combination  is  open  to 
condemnation.  The  first  is  that  the  present 
combination  have  banded  together  in  bare- 
faced violation  of  their  pledges  at  the  last 
election,  are  taking  an  unfair  advantage  of 
their  constituents,  and  perpetuating  a 
diabolical  act  of  inexcusable  treachery 
and  deceit;  secondly,  the  Prime  Minis- 
t«-  has  practised  unprecedented  tricker* 
and  unscrupulous  political  fraud,  in  secur- 
ing Tarifi"  votes  under  false  pretences.  He 
did  this,  first,  by  prcxnising  to  link  speci- 
fied New  ProtecticHi  proposals,  which  he 
now  repudiates,  with  die  Tariff,  and, 
secondly,  bv  crffering  those  whose  votes  he 
so  gained  an  opportunity  for  rectmsidera- 
tion  in  the  event  of  these  prwosals  inot  be- 
ing carried  and  UfilBii^<:<t«iA^>Mpgraf.  As 
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neither  the  one  thing  nor  the  other  was 
done,  the  honorable  gentleman  has  not  only 
lost  the  confidence  of  all  honest  men,  but, 
in  my  opinion,  has  made  himself  an  object 
of  abhorrence  and  contempt.  The  Deakin- 
Cook  combination  has  sacrificed  the  policy 
of-  an  Australian  Navy  ior  the  protection 
of  our  coasts  to  the  miserable  conservatism 
of  little  Australians.  This  Government  pro- 
poses to  borrow  in  order  that  certain 
wealthy  and  influential  people  may  exploit 
the  public  service  without  paying  a  fair 
charge  for  the  benefits  given^  to  them. 
Then  again,  while  its  members  criticised  the 
financial  proposals  of  past  Governments, 
they  have  put  forward  no  scheme  for  ob- 
taining the  money  which  is  so  urgently  re- 
quired to  carry  cm  the  administration  and 
national  necessities  of  the  country.  Under 
the  first  heading  I  shobld  like  to  refer  to 
the  proposals  put  forward  by  the  honorable 
member  for  East  Sydney  just  {wevious  to 
the  last  election.  He  was  then  speaking 
on  behalf  of  the  Reid-Cook  party,  which 
is  now  fused  with  its  former  enemies.  On 
the  22nd  October,  1906,  he  announced  the 
policy  upon  which  he,  the  present  Minister 
of  Defence,  and  other  Reidites,  who  are 
now  fused  with  the  Deakinites,  were 
elected.  There  was  a  number  of  things  to 
which  they  declared  themselves  to  be  op- 
posed. The  right  honor3A)le  member  spoke 
of  his  opposition  to  the  Anti-Trust  Act. 
the  union  label,  and  the  Contract  Immi- 
grants Act.  He  said  that  he  would  throw 
open  all  our  gates  to  white  men,  who  would 
help  us  to  build  a  White  Australia  on  some- 
thing better  than  Acts  of  Parliament, 
namely,  human  energy  and  enterprise.  He 
was  distinctly  opposed  to  reciprocal  treaties 
either  within  or  without  the  Empire,  and 
referred  to  the  present  Prime  Minister  as 
having  covered  himself  with  ridicule  by  his 
sham  offers  of  preference.  Another  thing 
to  which  his  opposition  was  specially 
marked  was  the  attitude  of  certain  honor- 
able members  in  regard  to  Home  Rule.  In 
the  Watchman  of  6th  October,  1906.  is  the 
statement  of  a  Protestant  political  plat- 
fonn,  one  of  whose  planks  was  opposition 
to  the  granting  of  Home  Rule  to  Ireland. 
The  newspaper  published  a  list  of  those 
who  had  voted  for  Home  Rule,  and  asked 
its  supporters  to  oppose  their  re-election. 
The  following  names  were  mentioned:  H. 
Willis,  A.  Chapman,  R.  Crouch,  A. 
Deakin,  W.  McWilliams,  P.  McM.  Glynn, 
and  L.  E.  Groom,  all  of  wh<Hn  are  now 
sitting  on  the  Government  side  of  the 
chamber.     The   honorable   member  for 


Dalley,  who,  for  years,  has  lived  by  raising 
issues  of  this  kind,  and  asking  his  con- 
stituents to  vote  against  all  who  take  any 
hand  in  these  questions,  is  sitting  side  by 
side  with  them.  This  shows  that  the  pro- 
fessions of  honorable  members  opposite 
are  mere  hypocrisy  and  ^am,  their  onTy 
object  being  to  get  the  working  men  to  sup- 
pcfft  political  reaction,  and  thus  prevent 
the  landlords  of  Australia  from  having  to 
carry  their  fair  share  of  the  cost  of  govern- 
ment. The  anti- Socialist  leader  also 
stated  in  his  manifesto  that  he  was 
.-^gainst  what  he  called  the  White  Ocean 
iwlicy,  whereby  Parliament  had  decided 
that,  when  Australia  subsidized  oversea 
mail  services,  our  fellow  countrymen  should 
be  employed  cm  the  steamers  used  to  carry 
the  mails.  He  stated  that  he  and  his  party 
would  attempt  the  repeal  of  such  legisla- 
tion. It  ,  would  be  interesting  to  know 
what  are  the  measures  which  those  elected 
on  this  platform  are  ready  to  repeal.  The 
Deakinites,  who  were  partly  responsible  for 
them,  are  now  sitting  side  by  side  with  those 
who  said  that  if  they  were  returned  they 
would  vote  for  their  repeal.  It  would  he 
interesting  to  know  what  the  Deakinites 
propose  to  sacrifice,  or  whether  the  Reid- 
Cook  combination  proposes  to  swallow 
these  measures  iot  the  sake  of  office.  The 
agre«nent  between  them  on  these  mat- 
ters has  not  been  published.  In  re- 
gard to  the  Tariff,  ffie  right  honor- 
able member  for  Ea^  Sydney  stated 
that  the  honorable  member  for  Ballarat,  in 
drawing  attention  to  the  starving  industries 
of  Melbourne,  was  guilty  of  a  flagrant 
piece  of  political  dishonesty,  and  charac- 
terized his  action  as  the  tricF  which  is  played 
by  the  professional  beggar  who  has  to  be- 
come blind  by  shutting  both  His  eyes.  The 
honorable  member  for  Ballarat  on  his  part 
described  the  anti- Socialists  as  an  ejttra- 
ordinary  political  menagerie  of  fiscal 
freaks,  and  said  that,  while  anti-Socialism 
was  a  new  label,  it  was  the  old  Free-trade 
party  which  was  underneath  the  banner  of 
his  opponent.  Spiking  at  SRepparton,  in 
Victoria,  he  said  that  his  party  was  en- 
gaged in  opposing  the  retrograde  conser- 
vatism of  the  partv  of  the  right  honorable 
member  for  East  Sydney.  In  regard  to 
defence,  the  leader  of  the  anti- Socialists 
was  no  less  emphatic.  In  his  manifesto 
he  declared  that  he  regarded  national  de- 
fence as  of  extraordinary  impc»tan(%,  but 
that  he  did  not  favour  universal  training 
and  cCMnpulsory  milkary,^^er«5e.  He 
thought  that  tBsiHfi^WiniS^ple  should 
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be  the  leading  feature  of  our  military 
system.  It  would  be  instructive  to  read 
the  proposals  of  these  two  gentlamen,  side 
by  side.  Appaicotfy  they  have  now  aban- 
doned the  programmes  which  they  put 
before  the  electors,  without  thinking  it 
worth  while  to  refer  to  them  in  the  matter. 
In  regard  to  finance,  the  manifesto  of  the 
Reid-Cook  party  declared  that  the  protec- 
tion afforded  by  the  Braddcm  clause  to  the 
tinances  of  the  States  should  be  perpetually 
extended,  but  in  a  more  flexible  form.  The 
Prime  Minister  does  not  agree  with  that.  It 
is  evident  that  something  is  required  to 
make  these  versatile  and  irresponsible 
gentlemen  face  the  electors,  and  ask  for 
authority  for  their  outrageous  dianges. 
Their  conduct  should  be  an  object-lesson 
to  the  electors,  who  should  make  them  toe 
the  mark,  and  require  them,  not  merely  to 
sign  their  manifestoes,  but  to  put  in  written 
resignations  in  advance,  so  that,  should 
they  go  back  on  their  pledges,  they  might 
be  brought  to  book. 

Dr.  LiDDELL. — We  have  not  yet  de- 
scaided  to  the  level  of  the  Labour  Party. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— The  honorable 
member  knows  the  level  to  which  he  will 
descend  when  the  electors  have  a  chance 
to  declare  their  opinions.  He  knows  that 
nothing  can  save  him  from  defeat,  and 
that  he  has  not  the  slightest  chance  of 
sitting  in  this  Parliament  again.  I  doubt 
if  he  would  have  had  any  chance  under 
any  circumstances,  but  the  present  position 
of  affairs  is  such  that  he  is  absolutely 
done.  Like  a  number  of  others,  he  knows 
that  to  secure  a  few  months  more  in  Par- 
liament he  must  vote  against  this  motim, 
which  seeks  to  take  the  House  before  the 
electors. 

Dr.  LiDDELL. — I  shall  not  sign  a  pledge. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— The  honorable 
member  would  sign  a  good  many  docu- 
ments if  he  could  thereby  save  himself 
irom  rejection  by  his  constituents.  He  has 
been  amongst  them,  and  knows  that  not 
one-third  of  them  will  indorse  his  present 
conduct.  If  he  thinks  that  he  can  secure 
his  return,  why  does  he  not  try  to  create 
;in  opportunity  for  a  general  election  before 
his  opponents  are  too  well  organized?  That 
he  dare  not  do.  Yesterday  I  asked  the 
Prime  Minister  whether  he  had  not  pro- 
raised,  when  the  Tariff  was  being  con- 
sidered, that,  in  the  event  of  the  New  Pro- 
tection proposals  which  he  had  put  for- 
ward not  being  carried  as  part  of  the 
Tariff,  he  would  give  honorable  members  an 
opportunity  to  reconsider  their  votes. 


Mr.  Crouch. — ^Those  were  not  the  exact 
words  used. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— I  intend  to  quote 
specific  statements  made  by  the  Prime  Min- 
ister. The  honorable  gentleman  invited 
me  yesterday  to  point  to  some  statement,  he 
had  made  on  the  question,  and  I  shall  do 
so.  I  have  not  the  slightest  respect  foor 
him  as  a  man,  since  I  was  induced,  under 
false  pretences,  to  give  certain  votes. 

Dr.  LiDDELL. — Is  that  why  the  honor- 
able member  voted  for  duties  on  the  neces- 
sities of  tBe  worker? 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— I  have  never 
voted  for  such  duties.  Whenever  revenue- 
duties  were  proposed,  it  was  left  to  mem- 
bers of  the  old  Free-trade  Party  to  rally 
round  the  Governmrot  and  save  the  great 
landlords  from  a  land  tax.  The  Labour 
Party  consistently  voted  against  duties  oi> 
the  necessaries  of  life.  I  was  induced,  how- 
ever, to  vote  for  certain  protective  duties  on 
distinct  promises  made  by  the  Prime  Min- 
ister and  the  hcMiorable  member  for  Hume 
—who  was  then  Minister  of  Trade  and 
Customs  —  that  have  been  absolutely 
violated. 

Mr.  Coon. — What  about  the  duty  on 
pianos  ? 

Mr,  J.  H.  CATTS.— If  there  is  one 
duty  in  respect  of  whidi  I  am  pleased,  it 
is  that. 

Mr.  CooN. — The  honorable  member  took 
a  long  while  to  make  up  his  mind  how  he 
should  vote. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— That  is  not  so.  I 
venture  to  say  that  if  the  House  were  a^ain- 
invited  to  deal  with  the  duty  cm  pianos, 
the  position  of  Mr.  Beale  would  be  much- 
wcH-se  than  it  is.  I  have  hare  a  number  of 
statements  that  were  made  by  the  Prime 
Minister,  and  his  then  colleague,  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Hume,  who,  as  Minis- 
ter of  Trade  and  Cust<Mns,  was  in  charge 
of  the  Tariff,  as  to  the  New  Protection. 
The  honorable  member  for  Hume  is  re- 
ported, in  Hansard,  page  1784,  to  have 
said,  on  13th  August,  1907 — 

But  I  wish  honorable  membeis  clearly  to 
understand  that  before  tbe  Bill  dealing  with  the 
Tariff  is  completed,  there  will  be  eitner  Excik 
duties  or  an  improved  provisioo  under  which 
'there  shall  be  protection  insured '  to  the  em- 
ployes, and  if  possible,  to  the  public,  in  order 
to  prevent  the  reduction  of  wages,  and  the  in- 
creuse  of  prices  unduly. 

The  honorable  member  was  then  acting  for 
the  Prime  Minister,  who  is  absolutely  bound 
bv  his  words.  On  the  8th  October,  1907, 
the  honorable  menf^^^J^rCjtgpggl^  re- 
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ported  at  page  3986  of  Hansard,  made 
the  following  statement : — 

The  method  by  which  it  is  proposed  to  secuie 
that  manufacturers  whose  maoufactuies  are  pio- 
tecied  by  the  new  TarflT  shall  only  enjoy  that 
advantage  on  condition  that  they  pay  a  fair 
rjtc  of  wages,  is  in  outline,  as  folluws — 

I.  An  Excise  duty  at  the  rate  of  half  the 
duty  imposed  by  the  Tariff  on  im- 
ported goods  of  the  same  class,  to  be 
imposed  on  all  go&ds  manufactured 
in  Australia. 

a.  An  exemption  to  be  made  as  to  all  goods 
which  are  manufactured  under  condi- 
tions as  to  remuneration  of  labour 
which  are   fair  and  reasonable. 

Aa  this  scheme  involves  the  imposition  of  laxa- 
ticiu,  it  can  be  more  convenieotly  carried  out  by 
two  Acts,  one  simply  imposing  the  duties,  and 
•;iving  elTect  to  the  exemptions,  and  the  other 
Ijroviding  the  necessary  machinery. 

We  therefore  had  first  of  all  a  statement 
by  the  then  Minister  of  Txade  and  Cus- 
toms, acting  for  the  Government  of  the 
day,  that  the  principle  of  the  New  Protec- 
tion would  be  given  effect  to  in  conjunction 
with  the  Tariff.  Two  months  later,  we 
had  a  definite  statement  as  to  the  form 
which  the  Xew  Protection  would  take.  On 
the  20th  Xovembw,  1907,  the  hmiorable 
mtmber  for  Hume,  in  reply  to  an  inquiry 
l>y  an  honorable  member  as  to  the  New  Pro- 
tection, said,  as  reported  at  page  6188  of 
Hansard — 

He  need  not  be  at  all  afr.iid  about  the  New 
Protection  Bill.  It  will  be  submitted,  and  will 
be  carried  too,  or  else  the  Tariff  will  not  be 
carried. 

The  Prime  Ministeij  who  challenged  me 
yesterday  to  point  to  any  specific  state- 
ment of  his  own  upon  the  question,  on  tLe 
2oth  Xorember,  replied  to  a  very  p^ted 
question  on  the  subject  which  was  put  to 
him  by  the  right  honorable  member  for 

East  Sydney  

Mr.    Watkins. — I  think  we  ought  to 
have  a  quorum.    {Quorum  formed^ 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— The  question  put 
hv  the  right  honorable  member  for  East 
Sydne\-  will  be.  found  in  Hansard,  at  page 
623a— 

I  wish  to  ask  the  Prime  Minister  whether,  in 
considering  the  Tariff  and  the  duties  fixed  from 
day  to  day,  the  House  is  lo  regard  (he  system  of 
New  Protection  as  part  of  the  unilerstanding 
upon  which  those  duties  are  fixed?  In  other 
words,  do  the  Government  propose  to  stand  by 
the  daties  irrespective  of  whether  or  not  we 
adopt  any  system  of  New  Protection?  Will  it 
make  .mv  difference  to  the  rates  of  duty  whether 
the  system  is  applied  or  not,  because  circum- 
stances may  arise  which  may  prevent  its  appli- 
cation? 


The  Prime  Minister  replied — 

The  Ministry  put  forward  the  matters  re- 
ferred to  by  the  honorable  membeT  as  a  united 
jiropusal — the  duties  on  one  side,  and  the  New 
Protection  on  the  other.  Of  course,  if  it  i» 
ronsidered  possible  that  the  House  may  reject  the 
New  Protection  proposals  

Mr.  Rkid. — It  may  be  ruled  that  those -pro- 
|>o,sais  are  unconstitutional. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— If  I  could  conceive  that  it 
could  be  ruled  that  this  House  is  not  competent 
to  make  any  provision  in  regard  to  rates  of 
wages,  then,  of  course,  it  would  be  within  our 
power  to  make  such  amendments  in  the  Tariff 
schedule  as  we  may  thir>k  fit. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine.— Is  it  the  intention  of  the 
('ovcmment  under  such  circumstances  to  ask  the 
House  to  reconsider  the  schedule? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— We  should  require  to  recon- 
sider the  schedule  of  duties  which  this  House 
has  approved  m  relation  to  the  fact  tint  the 
New  Protection  had  not  been  accepted,  bccaust- 
the  duties  that  are  being  adopted— as  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Tlindera  will  recollect— are 
in  many  mstances  lower  than  those  which  the 
("ovemment  proposed. 

That  was  a  specific  statement  by  the  Prime 
Minister,  that  should  the  New  Protection 
not  be  linked  with  the  Tariff,  honorable 
members  would  be  afforded  an  opportunity 
of  reconsidering  their  Tariff  votes.  On 
nth  March,  1908,  as  reported  in  Hansard, 
page  8816,  I  put  to  the  Prime  Minister  the 
following  pointed  question  regarding  the 
New  Protection:— 

As  a  number  of  members  voted  for  certain 
protectionist  duties  on  the  understanding  that 
the  prices  of  protected  manufactures  would  be 
regulated,  and  employes  in  such  industries  would 

secure  stipulated  wafjes  and  conditions  of  ser- 
vice, will  the  Government  ^ive  such  members 
an  opportunity  of  reconsidering  their  Tariff 
votes  m  the  event  of  any  circumstances  beyond 
the  Government  control  preventing  the  New 'pro- 
tection proposals  from  being  introduced? 

The  Prime  Minister  replied — 

I  should  be  very  sorrv  to  admit  even  bv  in- 
ference, that  we  think  that  the  New  Protec- 
tion scheme  will  be  plnced  bevond  Government 
control.  If  by  any  combination  of  circumstances 
It  were  so  placer),  I  believe  and  hope  that  the 
obstacle  would  be  temporar\'.  Until  such  an 
emergency  arises,  it  would  not  be  reasonable  to 
make  a  statement  as  to  what  mav  be  done,  in- 
asmuch as  the  i.articul.ar  cause  of  the  .JifficuUv 
would  first  have  to  Be  ascertained.  No  one 
would  look  forward  with  equanimity  to  once 
more  considering  the  Tariff;  but  it  was  passed 
hy  this  rioiise  with  the  publich -announced  in- 
tention of  the  Government  to  supplement  it  with 
what  is  popularly  known  as  the  New  Protection, 
and  whatever  mav  be  the  result  of  present  pro- 
crr.iinKs.  the  Government  is  absolutely  bound  bv 
Its  undertaking. 

The  Prime  Minister  carmot  say  that  thesft 
references  to  statem«its  made'  bv  him  as 
10  the   linking  of  the   New  Protection 
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forward  with  the  old  Tariff,  are  not  specific 
and  pointed.    Oif  the  28th  March, 
the  honorable  gentleman  said — 

The  proposal  is  that  the  Excise  Board,  on  the 
best  evidence  that  is  laid  before  us.  shall  allow 
any  profit  consistent  with  fair  wages  and  prices. 
It  will  provide  for  the  administration  of  justice 
in  relation  to  industrial  affairs,  and  that  justice 
must  cover  the  necessary  inducement  to  manu- 
facturers to  manufacture  as  well  as  to  con- 
sumers to  purchase. 

Mr.  Crouch.— Where  is  the  promise 
that  honorable  members  would  have  an 
opportunity  to  reconsider  votes  given  on  the 
Taiiif? 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— I  have  already 
quoted  a  specific  statement  made  by  the 
Prime  Minister,  and  also  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Hume,  who  as  Minister  of 
Trade  and  Customs  in  the  Deakin  Go- 
vernment, had  charge  of  the  Tariif  Bill. 
On  the  13th  May,  1908,  the  honorable 
member  for  Hume  said — 

I  recognise,  and  have  always  recognised— and 
I  have  referred  to  the  fact  several  times— that 
the  New  Protection  policy  is  part  of  our  Tariff 
proposals,  and  I  venture  to  think  that  if  I  had 
not  given  promises  to  that  effect  the  Tariff 
would  not  have  been  dealt  with  as  expeditiously 
or  as  fairly  as  has  been  the  case. 
The  Tariff  became  law  on  3rd  June,  1908, 
and  all  these  stetements  were  made  prior 
to  that  date.  I  fee!  keenly  on  this  ques- 
tion. I  entered  this  House  as  a  repre- 
sentative of  a  very  large  workingman's 
constituency,  and  it  grieves  me  to  think 
that  I  shoiild  have  been  betrayed  into  giv- 
ing votes  on  the  Tariff  by  an  hcmorable 
gentleman  who  has  absolutely  no  respect 
for  his  word. 

Mr.  Crouch. — Surely  that  statement  is 
out  of  order? 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— I  say  advisedly 
"  that  the  Prime  Minister  has  rfiown  in  con- 
nexion with  ttie  Tariff  and  the  New  Pro- 
tection that  he  has  absolutely  no  respect  for 
his  word.  It  is  one  of  the  most  diabolical 
acts  that  could  be  perpetrated,  when  a 

Prime  Minister  ■ 

^fr.  SPEAKER.— Order !    I   ask  the 
honorable  manber  not  to  follow  that  matter. 
Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— A  Prime  Minister 

■whom  one  looks  forward  to  

Mr.  SPEAKER.— As  the  honorable 
member  perasts  in  following  that  line  of 
argtmient,  I  must  ask  him  to  withdraw  the 
words  that  he  recently  used. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— I  withdraw  them 
as  tmparliamentary,  if  I  am  asked  to  do  so. 
But  the  Prime  Minister  ,  has  invited  me,  when 
I  asked  him  these  questions,  to  present  some 
i      specific  statement  of  his  own.    I  submit 


that  I  have  quoted  statements  of  his  own, 
and  of  Ministers  who  were  acting  for  hinn. 
Thev  came  to  me  time  after  time  and 
begged  for  votes  to  get  them  out  of  a  diffi- 
cultv  when  there  were  narrow  divisions  on 
the  Tariff. 

Sir  John  Forrest.— Who  are  "  they  '  ? 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— The  Minister  who 
had  charge  of  the  Tariff,  and  who  was  act- 
ing fot  the  Government. 

Mr.  Crouch. — Did  the  hwiorable  mem- 
ber vote  against  his  principles,  because  he 
was  asked  by  a  Minister  to  do  so? 

Mr.  J.  H.' CATTS.— Certainly  I  did  not. 
It  was  my  intentitm  to  vote  for  the  New 
Protection',  and  that  could  not  be  given 
effect  to  unless  the  old  protectitMi  was  first 
introduced,  but  I  voted  on  the  distinct  un- 
derstanding that  I  would  have  the  New  Pro- 
tection, as  outlined  by  the  then  Govenunent, 
or  an  opportunity  of  reconsidering  my  votes 
on  the  Tariff.  After  they  secured  frcnn  me 
certain  votes  by  this  species  of  false  pre- 
tences, I  was  not  given  the  opportunity  as 
promised  of  reconsidering  my  Tariff  votes, 
when  the  New  Protection  policy,  as  put 
forward  by  them,  was  absolutelv  aban- 
doned. The  New  Protection  scheme  that 
we  Ytere  shown  then  was  to  give  the  em- 
ployes in  protected  industries  portion  of 
the  protection  which  it  extended  to  their 
employers  through  the  Tariff.  What  kino 
of  New  Protection  are  we  to  get  now  that 
the  Tariff  has  been  sneaked  through  imder 
false  pretences?  In  the  statement  of  prin- 
ciples or  abandonment  of  principles  which 
the  present  fusion  party  put  forward  in  the 
daily  press,  it  was  stated  that  an  amend- 
ment of  the  Ccmstitution  would  be  proposed 
' '  to  enable  a  State  Wages  Board  or  Arbi- 
trati<Hi  Court  to  refer  to  the  Inter-State 
Cfxnmission  for  adjustment  any  unfairly 
ccxnpetitive  rates  or  ccxiditions  exirtins  in 
another  State."  There  is  no  talk  there  of 
giving  the  wnkman  part  of  the  protectkxi 
afforded  by  the  Customs  Tariff,  but  there 
is  talk  about  protecting  factory  owners 
against  unduly  competitive  rates  in  the  dif- 
ferent States.  There  is  no  consideraticm 
for  the  workmen  about  that.  It  is  a  policy 
based  entirely  upon "  conaderation  for  the 
manufacturer,  and  it  is  very  fitting  that  this 
fusion  Government,  having  gathered  around 
,  it  all  the  reactionaries  of  Australia,  includ- 
ing the  Employers'  Federation  and  other 
great  Conservatire  bodies  which  are  now 
issuing  appeals  for  money  to  support  them 
at  the  electicMis,  should  be  the  cme  to  throw 
D\-erboard  the  interests  of  the  workmen 
and  devote  themselves  to  ^h&xonsswl  task 
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of  saving  the  manufacturing  princes  from 
cut-throat  competition  one  against  the  other. 
In  another  statement  of  the  Government's 
New  Protection  policy  I  have  seen  it  as- 
serted that  the  object  is  to  enable  the  manu- 
facturers of  all  the  States  to  compete  on 
equal  tenns,  and  so  to  secure  uniformity  in 
rates.    But  there  might  be  uniformity  in 
rates  without  giving  a  living  wage  to  the 
emplo\^  in  factories.    There  is  not  even 
a  guarantee  that  the  workmen  in  the  fac- 
tories will  get  a  living  wage.   AM  that  is  to 
be  guaranteed  by  an  amendment  of  the  Con- 
stitution is  that  the  manufacturers  shall  be 
saved    from    unduly    ccnnpetitive  rates 
amongst  themselves.    It  is  all  a  question 
of  profits  and  of  saving  the  factory  owners 
from  competition,  but  there  is  not  a  word 
about  the  thousands    upon  thousands  of 
workmen  whose  representatives  have  been 
entrapped  by  false  pretences  into  voting  for 
certain  duties  in  the  Custwns  Tariff.  There 
are  some  duties  which  I  should  have  voted 
for  in  any  circumstances,  but  there  are 
others,  such,  for  instance,  as  the  terrific 
duties  upon  hats,  which  I  would  not  have 
voted  t<x  bad  I  known  that  after  being 
tricked  into  voting  for  them,  I  shoiild  find 
that  the  workmen  empl<^'ed  in  the  factcnies 
were  to  get  no  guarantee  of  a  share  of  the 
protection  afforded  by  the  Tariff.    The  Go- 
vernment appear  also  to  have  thrown  over- 
board the  fH-oposals  for  an  Australian  Navy. 
The  late  Government  gave  orders  for  three 
orean-going  destroyers  to  be  built.  There 
is  no  statement  in  the  proposals  of  the  pre- 
sent Govemmrait  as  to  carrying  that  policy 
forward.    There  is  no  proposition  to  build 
another  boat  either  in  England  or  Australia. 
Previously  we  were  told  that  the  honorable 
member  for  Ballarat  proposed  to  have  six 
destn^-ers  built,  but  now  apparently  the 
Government,  linlred  up  as  it  is  with  the  Con- 
servatives of  Australia,  who  do  not  believe 
in  defending  Australia  at  all,  but  who  advo- 
cate dependence  on  the  good  old  Mother 
Land  for  all  the  defence  that  this  country 
requires,  is  content  to  split  the  difference, 
to  be  satisfied  with  the  three  vessels  that  the 
Fisher  Government  ordered,  atid  to  abandon 
the  original  proposal  for  the  construction 
of  six. 

Mr.  Mahon. — I  draw  attention  to  the 
fact  that  there  is  not  a  quorum  present. 
[Quorum  formed.'] 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— One  of  the  notable 
(wnissions  from  the  statement  read  by  the 
Prime  Minister  outlining  the  proposals  of 
the  Government  is  that  there  is  no  reference 
whatever  to  a  continuation  of  the  present 
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naval  defence  policy.  The  attitude  as- 
sumed by  the  Government  in  their  cable 
message  to  England  is  altogether  contra- 
dictory. The  cable  despatched  to  London, 
as  printed  in  the  daily  press  on  12th  June, 
was  divided  into  two  paragraphs.  The 
first  states  that — 

His  Majesty's  Ministers  for  Australia  lake  tic 
eariie&t  opportunity,  after  assuming  oflicc,  lo 
inform  the  Prime  Minister,  as  President  of  the 
Imperial  Conference,  that  they  will  shortly  5ul>- 
mit  to  Parliament  their  proposals  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  Commonwealth  and  its  coasts. 

In  the  second  paragraph  it  is  stated  that — 

They  now  beg  to  offer  lo  the  Empire  an  Aus- 
tralian Dreadnought  or  such  addition  to  its  nnval 
strength  as  may  be  determined  after  consulta- 
tion at  the  Nwal  and  Military  Conference  in 
London,  at  which  they  will  be  represented. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  they  have  not  carried 
out  the  proposal  outlined  in  the  first 
paragraph.  They  have  made  no  state- 
ment in  the  manifesto  which  they  put 
before  the  House  r^arding  the  continu- 
ance of  the  naval  defence  of  the  coasts 
of  Australia.  In  that  respect  their  policy 
is  misleading.  They  did  offer  the  Im- 
perial authorities  a  DreadnougM,  or  its 
equivalent,  but  in  this  respect  also  the 
Prime  Minister  has  turned  another  somer- 
sault. It  was  only  a  very  little  time  ago,- 
during  the  life  of  the  present  Parliament, 
that  he  said  at  the  Imperial  Conference 
— which  I  understand  is  called  in  London 
the  Colonial  Conference — that  the  Austra- 
lian people  were  averse  to  even  the  present 
subsidy  of  ;^zoo,ooo  a  year.  On  page 
273  of  the  Blue  Book,  the  Prime  Min- 
ister is  reported  to  have  said,  regarding 
the  Australian  contribution  to  the  Im- 
perial Navy — 

In  Australia,  for  reasons  which  have  already 
been  put  on  record  in  the  despatch  which  I  had 
the  honour  of  addressing  to  the  Admira  tv  about 
two  years  ago,  the  existing  contribution  lias  not 
proved  generally  popular. 

The  Prime  Minister  then,  and  on  his  own 
showing  for  two  years  previously,  had  a 
sfong  objection  to  the  monetary  form  of 
contribution  to  the  Imperial  Navy.  He 
told  the  Imperial  Conference  that  his 
[Hoposal  was  to  devote  the  money  to  the 
defence  of  Australia  and  its  coasts.  Yet 
almost  within  twelve  months  he  has 
changed  his  coat  again.  He  has  gone 
back  to  the  very  policy  which  he  said  was 
entirely  impopular  in  Australia.  He  did 
that  without  any  reference  to  the  people 
of  Australia.  He  now  submits  an  offer 
equivalent  to  a  monetary  contribution  of 
j^2,ooo,ooo,   although  so    short  a  time 
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lefore  he  stated  that  a  COTtribution  of  less 
than  ;^350,ooo  was  decidedly  ..gainst  the 
grain  of  the  people  of  Australia.  That 
is  another  questltm  which  I  submitted  to 
the  Prime,  Minister  within  the  last  few 
days,  and  which  he  half  repudiated,  but 
I  do  not  think  he  can  wri^^Ie  oat  of  the 
statment  which  be  made,  as  reported  in 
the  Blue  Book  of  the  Colonial  Conference 
of  1907.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  gen- 
tlemen who  are  now  asociated  with  him 
were  never  tired  of  ridiculing  his  attitude, 
and  asserting  that  he  should  have  been  cast 
fr<xn  office  long  ago,  because  at  that  Con- 
ference he  misrepresented  the  feelings  of 
the  people  of  Australia  upon  that  question. 
Furthermore,  the  present  "Deakm-Cook 
ccwnbination  proposes  to  institute  a  poli(:y 
of  Commonwealth  borrowing ;  and  one  of 
the  reasons  given  is  that  it  is  necessary  to 
put  the  postal  service  in  order.  That  ser- 
vice has  got  into  disorder  primarily  be- 
cause certain  wealthy  men  in  the  com- 
munity are  enabled  to  make  use  of  the  ser- 
vice without  paying  for  the  necessary 
labour ;  and,  instead  of  adopting  the  honest 
and  manly  policy  of  calling  upon  these 
wealthy  users  to  pay  for  the  service  they 
get,  it  is  proposed  to  repeal  the 
charges  which  would  have  Inought  about 
the  desired  result,  and  to  place  the  burden 
on  postnity.  I  have  strong  objecticMis  to 
txirrowing  at  any  time,  and  would  only 
c(nisait  to  it  in  the  last  resort.  Every 
mil  lion  borrowed  and  expended  increases 
the  value  of  existing  property  ;  if  it  is  spent 
in  postal  services,  telegraphic  and  telephmie 
lines,  or  railways,  it  enhances  the  value  of 
the  property  through  which  the  communi- 
cation is  taken,  and  also  the  value  of  the 
property  at  the  terminal  points.  I  submit 
that  the  more  statesmanlike  policy  is  to  ask 
those  who  reap  the  advantage  from  the  ex- 
penditure of  public  mcxieys  to  provide  out 
of  the  unearned  increment  sufficient  to  COT-er 
the  expoiditure.  We  are  the  posterity  of 
our  fmefathers,  and  are  called  upon  to 
pay  nearly  ^9,000,000  per  annum  in  in- 
terest on  the  public  debt  of  Australia ;  and 
at  the  same  time  the  expenditure  of  this 
borrowed  money  has  enhanced  the  values 
of  country  and  city  properties  to  a  very 
large  extent.  It  is  simply  a  policy  ftw 
the  "  fat  man,*^'  to  enable  him  to  reap  huge 
profits  and  pass  the  burden  on  to  the  rank 
-^d  file  of  the  people-  If  the  expendi- 
of  j^i  ,000,000  of  bwrowed  money  in- 
es  the  value  of  station  property  to  a 
derable  extent,  and  the  station  owner 
r.  7.  H.  Coils. 


puts  the  mcHKy  into  his  own  pocketi  the 
more  bcvrowing  there  is  the  better  he  and 

his  class  like  it,  because  in  the  end  the 
mwiey  comes  out  of  the  pockets  of  the 
people.  It  is  very  fitting,  therefore,  that 
the  representatives  of  the  Emplc^-ers'  Fede- 
ration and  all  monopolists  who  are  sitting 
on  the  other  side  of  the  House  should  be 
supporting  a  Government  who  wopose  to  re- 
lieve them  of  their  present  wUgations  by 
transferring  the  liability  to  future  genva- 
tions.  The  Deakin-Cook  combination  shows 
ils  transparent  hypocrisy  espedally  in  con- 
nexion with  its  ladk  of  financial  proposals. 
After  the  late  Prime  Minister  outlined  his 
jwlicy  at  Gympie,  where  he  did  make  cer- 
tain financial  proposals,  the  pwesent  Prime 
Minister  was  never  tired  of  pointing  out 
that  the  various  schemes  then  set  fcurth 
could  not  be  financed.  We  know  that  it 
never  was  the  practice  of  a  Prime  Minister 
on  such  an  occa«Gn  to  say  where  the  money 
is  to  come  from,  though,  of  coarse,  th^ 
is  no  reason  why  he  should  not  do  so ;  and 
the  Labour  Government,  in  their  desire  to 
put  an  honest  policy  before  the  people,  did 
indicate  their  intentions  in  this  respect. 
The  present  Prime  Minister  sought  to 
ridicule  those  proposals,  because,  in  making 
up  the  balance-sheet,  there  was,  in  his 
opinion,  a  shortage.  Where  are  the  finan- 
cial proposals  of  the  present  Prime  Min- 
ifiter?  The  only  one  is  to  raise  a  loan 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  cotain 
postal  services,  which  he  calls  reproductive. 
In  regard  to  old-age  pensions,  a  de- 
fence scheme  of  any  description,  raising 
;£^z,ooo,ooo  to  present  a  Dreadnought  or  its 
equivalent  to  the  Imperial  Navy,  the  High 
Commissioner  with  his  gorgeous  equipage, 
and  carrying  out  an  almost  unending 
number  of  proposals,  including  the  taking 
over  of  the  Northern  Territwy,  whidi  faces 
us  on  the  business-paper,  the  Govonment 
have  not  put  forward  any  proposal  as  to  the 
finding  of  the  mone\-.  Honorable  members 
on  this  side,  however,  have  a  shrewd  idea 
where  the  money  is  coming  from.  The 
Deakin-Cook  Party  have  shown,  in  a  very 
pointed  manner,  that  thev  will  not  support 
land  taxation  or  the  taxing  of  absentees  in 
London,  who  draw  nearly  ^^9,000, 000  a 
year  from  the  Commonwealth  ;  and  there  is 
no  doubt  that  they  will  fall  back  cm  the 
tea  and  kerosene  duties,  and  thus  place  the 
burden  on  the  back  of  the  working  men. 
The  honorable  member  for  Hunter,  if  that 
proposa'  be  made  before  he  meets  his 
electors,  will  be  found  supporting.it ;  after- 
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mrds,  there  will  be  somebody  in  his  place 
who  will  object  to  any  unfair  taxation  of 
the  WOTking  man. 

Dr.  LiDDELL. — How  does  the  hoiorable 
member  know  that  I  will  be  found  support- 
ing the  proposal  ? 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— I  judge  the  honor- 
able member  by  the  company  he  keeps ;  if 
he  were  not  going  to  vote  for  the  taxing 
of  the  miners  and  other  workers  in  his  ooci- 
Btituency,  he  would  not  be  found  in  the 
oompany  of  tfa(»e  who  repudiate  all  pro- 
posals for  direct  taxation  and  the  taxing  of 
the  incomes  of  absenteesj  and  of  the  ez- 
pknters  of  sodety. 

Mr.  Fbazek. — If  the  honorable  member 
for  Hunter  will  not  vote  for  taxing  the 
working  man,  what  will  he  do  when  the 
Tariff  is  before  us  ? 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— He  will  be  the 
obedient  tool  of  the  party  to  which  he  be- 
longs. If  the  whip  is  cracked,  he  will  be 
there,  because  the  mly  remote  chance  he 
has  in  his  constituency  is  to  get  the  big 
newspapers  of  New  South  Wales  behind 
him.  I  submit  that,  under  the  headings  I 
have  dealt  with,  the  present  Government 
have  forfeited  their  right  to  the  confidence 
of  the  people.  They  are  not  trusted  in  the 
Hoose;  and  the  Evening  News  of  Sydney, 
which  is  a  strong  supporter  of  the  Reid- 
Cook  Party  in  New  South  Wales,  has 
stated,  in  its  leading  column,  that  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Parramatta  could  not 
go  to  London  because  he  was  afraid  to  trust 
the  Prime  Minister  out  of  his  sight,  and 
that  the  Prime  Minister  could  not  go  be- 
cause of  a  similar  fear  in  relation  to  the 
Minister  of  Def«ice.  The  present  Govern- 
ment seems  to  exist  to  protect  the  fat  mono- 
polists, and  to  refuse  protection  to  the 
worker — to  save  the  wealthy  business  men 
against  Inter-State  competition,  whilst  re- 
fusing to  their  emplov^s  the  New  Protec- 
tion which  was  promised  when  the  Tariff 
was  before  Parliament.  The  Government 
■eem  to  have  as  an  object  the  dumping  of 
unemployed  in  Australia,  in  order  to  create 
a  mad  scramble  for  work,  so  as  to  reduce 
wages ;  and  sudi  a  policv  will  suit  the  £m- 
plo>-ers'  Federation,  which  so  stoutly  sup- 
ports them.  The  Government  seem  to  be  a 
combination  to  preserve  the  wealthy  banks 
against  the  note-issue  proposals  of  the 
Labour  Govern.-nent,  which  would  enable 
the  people  to  secure  control  of  their  own 
currency.  The  Government  are  also  banded 
together  to  save  the  rich  landlords  of  Aus- 
tralia frwn  the  Labour  Party's  progressive 
land  tax.    Another  of  their  objects  is  to 


oxnpel  the  wwldng  men,  not  only  to  give 
themselves,  but  to  find  the  mon^,  in  order 
to  protect  the  property  of  Australia,  whilst 
leaving  the  property  owners  free  frwn  taxa- 
ticm  for  defence.  Further,  it  is  the  desire 
of  the  Government  to  erect  a  barrier  be- 
tween the  Labour  Party  of  Australia  and 
the  rich  absentees  in  Paris  and  London, 
who  are  drawing,  as  I  said  before,  some- 
thing like  000,000  a  year  from  the  re- 
sources of  the  Commonwealth.  In  short, 
this  combination  seems  to  me  to  exist  for 
the  purpose  of  safeguarding  tyranny  as 
against  the  clamour  for  freedom,  to  help 
monopoly  to  better  entrench  itself,  to  place 
the  shackles  of  slavery  oti  the  great  masses 
of  the  people,  put  them  into  £e  hands  of 
»pIoiters,  and  prevent  them  from  securing 
that  economic  justice  which  it  is  their  right 
to  expect  in  a  democratic  country  like  Aus- 
tralia. 

Debate  {on  motion  by  Mr.  Crouch)  ad- 
journed. 

House  adjourned  at  10.25  P-"*- 


Friday,  25  June^  ^Qop, 


The  Fresioent  took  the  chair  at  10.30 
a.m.,  and  read  prayers. 

FELLMONGERS  :  MINIMUM  WAGE. 

Senator  PEARCR.— I  beg  to  ask  the 
Vice-President  of  the  Executive  Council, 
without  notice,  whether  he  will  obtain  and 
lay  upon  the  table  a  copy  of  the  judgment 
of  Mr.  Justice  a'Beckett  in  the  appeal  case 
of  the  fellmongers  to  which  I  referred  yes- 
terday, in  order  that  it  may  be  available 
to  honorable  senators? 

Senator  MTLLEN. — As  the  question 
does  not  involve  any  matter  of  policy,  I 
shall  do  my  best  to  oblige  the  honorable 
senator. 

POSTPONEMENT  OF  QUESTIONS. 

Senator  MILLEN  (New  South  Wales- 
Vice-President  of  the  Executive  Counril) 
[10,34]. — I  suggest  that  in  view  of  the 
position  of  the  Government,  the  whole  of 
the  questions  on  the  notice-paper  should  be 
postponed. 

Honorable  Senators. — Hear,  hear. 
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MINISTERIAL  STATEMENT. 

Policy  of  New  Administration. 

Debate  resumed  from  24th  June  {I'ide 
page  357)  on  motion  by  Senator  Millen — 

That  the  paper  (Further  Correspondence  re- 
•^ardiDg  Imperial  Naval  and  Military  Cottfer- 
tace]  be  printed. 

Senator  GIVENS  (Queensland)  [10.35]. 
—Before  proceeding  to  criticise  in  detail 
the  Ministerial  programme,  there  is  one 
statement  made  by  Senator  Dobson  last 
night  to  which  I  should  like  to  reply.  He 
accused  the  Labour  Party  of  being  actuated 
iiy  nothing  but  the  basest  mercenary 
motives,  insinuating  that  their  only  reason 
for  displacing  the  previous  Deakin  Govern- 
ment was  their  desire  to  get  on  to  the 
Treasury  bench,  so  that  they  might  share 
between  them  the  prm-ision  of  ;£i2,ooo  a 
year. 

Senator  Dobson.— Hear,  hear. 

Senator  GIVENS. — The  honorable  sena- 
tor confirms  my  statement. 

Senator  Dobson. — I  judge  by  the  actions 
which  were  taken  by  the  Labour  Party  in 
another  place. 

Senator  GIVENS.— That  is  the  honor- 
able senator's  opinion,  but  it  has  no  foun- 
dation in  fact.  There  is  an  old  saying  that 
mankind  are  prone  to  judge  everybody  else 
by  their  own  standard,  and  probably  that 
weakness  affects  Senator  Dobson  very 
badly  at  the  present  time.  He  thinks  that 
because  that  is  the  sort  of  motive  which 
would  animate  him,  therefwe  everybody 
else  ought  to  be  similarly  influenced.  I 
desire  to  show  what  sort  of  disinterested 
patriot  Senator  Dobson  is,  and  in  doing  so 
I  shall  not  indulge  in  anv  conjecture,  but 
will  merely  relate  facts.  Let  me  first  point 
out,  however,  that  the  facts  are  all  against 
his  contention  that  the  Labour  Party  were 
animated  by  any  mercenary  motives,  be- 
cause, although  a  big  strong  party,  they 
isupported  in  dfice  for  seven  years  a  Gwern- 
ment  who  were  infinitely  inferior  in  number 
to  themselves,  and  asked  for  nothing  for 
themselves.  We  did  not  ask  for  anv  office 
remuneration,  or  anything  else.  We  re- 
fused to  take  any  pwtion  of  the  spoils  of 
office,  because  we  preferred  to  pre.stTve  mir 
independence  in  order  to  be  aBle  to  put  for- 
ward good  legislation  on  behalf  of  the  coun- 
try. 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — Is  that  the 
true  reason? 

Semtor  GTVEXS.— Yes.  Hcncrable 
senators  will  know  that  for  the  last  two 


years  and  a  half  in  the  Senate  the  Labour 
Party,  numbering  fifteen  hen,  have  been 
continually  trying  to  keep  a  quonmi,  and 
push  forward  measures  ioi  the  Go\-aTiment 
Party,  which  consisted  of  a  miserable  hand- 
ful of  three  perscHis.  We  never  asked  for 
a  single  thing,  in  any  shape  or  f<mn,  for 
ourselves.  All  that  we  asked  for  was  good 
legislation  on  behalf  of  the  country,  and 
the  people  we  represent.  Therefore,  the 
facts  are  all  against  Senator  Dobson. 
What  sort  of  a  man  is  he  who  makes  this 
grave  charge  against  the  Labour  Party  that 
it  is  animated  by  the  basest  and  most  mer- 
cenary motives?  He  belongs  to  a  profes- 
sion whose  members  do  not  hesitate  fcH*  a 
m(»nent  to  put  thdr  patriotism  in  the  back- 
ground, and  to  take  up  a  case  for  any  body, 
and  fight  their  own  country. 

Senator  Colonel  Neild. — I  rise  to  order, 
sir.  I  know  that  I  cannot  base  my  point 
of  order  on  any  of  oiu"  standing  orders, 
l.i;t  I  base  it  on  a  well-known  rule  of  Par- 
liament, that  it  is  out  of  order  to  refer  to 
a  member's  private  business  or  occupation. 
That  is  a  well-known  rule  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  to  which  our  ConstituticHi 
makes  reference,  and  one  which  you,  sir, 
must  be  well  aware  is  observed  In  some  of 
the  State  Parliamoits. 

The  PRESIDENT. —The  honorable 
senator  is  quite  correct  in  saying  that  it 
U  improper  to  allude  to  a  senator's  private 
biLsiness  or  occupation,*  but  I  understood 
that  Senator  Givens  was  alluding  to  a  iwo- 
fession  as  a  body,  and  not  directly  to  Sena- 
tor Dobson.  Of  course,  if  his  remarks 
came  down  to  a  direct  allusitm  to  SenatM 
Dobson,  he  would  be  out  of  order,  but  I 
cannot  interfere  with  him  when  he  alludes 
to  a  profession  in  general  terms. 

Senator  GIVENS. — I  cast  no  reflection 
on  any  man  personally,  or  allude  to  him  in 
his  personal  or  private  capacity.  I  am.  I 
think,  entitled  to  refer  to  any  case  in  which 
a  man's  private  personality  COTies  into  pub- 
lic affairs,  and  he  has  taken  part  in  a  public 
matter,  and  it  is  only  from  that  point  of 
view  that  I  desire  to  allude  to  Senator 
Dobson.  No  objection  was  taken  yester- 
day when  Senator  Dobson  was  making 
violent  and  base  insinuations  against  the 
Labour  Party.  When  I  am  replying  in  a 
most  moderate  way,  and  propose  to  do 
nothing  but  to  quote  actual  facts,  a  whole 
chorus  of  disapprobation  arises  fibm  the 
other  side.  If  there  is  nothing  damaging 
to  be  said,  what  are  thev  afraid  of? 
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Senator  GIVENS. — I  am  going  to  give 
(icnorable  senators  on  the  other  side  some 
tnith,  and  to  show  what  sort  of  disinterested 
patriot  Senator  Dobson  is  who  makes  these 
^ve  charges  againsi  the  Labour  Party.  He 
bel<mgs,  as  I  said,  to  a  profession  whose 
members  do  not  hesitate  to  i>ut  their 
patriotism  bdiind  them,  and  to  take  up  a 
<:ase  against  their  country  at  any  time. 

Senator  Millen. — Is  not  the  honorable 
senator's  trouble  like  mine,  that  I  am  not 
a  member  of  that  sometimes  useful  profes- 
sion? 

Senator  GIVEXS.— Not  at  the  present 
moment.  My  trouble  is  that  I  have  been 
continually  interrupted  by  honorable  sena- 
tors on  the  other  side,  who  know  that  they 
hare  grave  reason  to  fear  a  statement  of 
the  true  facts. 

Senator  Dobson. — I  am  sure  that  I 
have  no  fear.    Go  ahead. 

Senator  GIVENS. — In  pursuance  of 
that  very  worthy  object  that  the  lawyers 
have  of  greasing  their  own  palms,  of  lin- 
ing their  own  pockets,  their  patriotism  is 
such  that  it  will  allow  them  to  take  up  a 
case  against  their  own  State. 

Senator  Guthrie. — Against  the  Throne, 
too. 

Senator  GIVENS. — Yes.  I  am  not 
particularly  cavilling  at  their  conduct,  but 
merely  suggesting  that  they  need  not  place 
themselves  upon  a  pedestal  and  skite  about 
their  patriotian.  Senator  Dobson,  in  pur- 
suance of  his  undoubted  legal  right,  on  one 
occasion  look  up  a  case  against  his  own 
State  and  fought  it  to  the  bitter  end. 

Senator  Dobson. — And  got  ;£i,8oo, 
too.  which  I  richly  deserved. 

Senator  GIVENS.— The  honorable 
senator  fought  the  case  to  the  bitter  end, 
and  to  do  him  legal  credit,  I  admit  that 
he  was  successful.  Immediately  after 
being  successful  this  disinterested  patriot, 
or,  rather,  the  firm  of  which  he  is  head, 
sent  in  a  bill  of  costs,  amounting  to 
^4,918,  against  his  State. 

The  PRESIDENT.— Order.  The  hon- 
orable senator  is  directly  transgressing  the 
ruling  I  gave  just  now. 

Senator  GIVENS. —I  am  referring  to  a 
public  matter,  sir. 

The  PRESIDENT.— I  do  not  care 
whether  it  is  a  public  matter  or  not.  It 
is  not  a  matter  of  the  same  character  as 
that  to  which  the  honorable  senator 
alluded  in  the  first  instance;  that  is  an 
attack  on  a  profusion  generally.  He  is 
now  going  into  the  pri\ate  business  affairs 
of  SenatOT  Dc^son  as  a  member  of  a  firm 


which  sent  in  a  bill  of  costs,  presumably 
for  what  were  considered  to  be  fair  legal 
charges,  and  which  were  subject  to  taxation. 
The  honorable  senator  is  transgressing  the 
ruling  I  gave,  and  is  commenting  on  the 
professi<MiaI  action  of  Senator  Dodschi.  I 
do  not  object  to  any  political  action  of 
SenatjOT  Dobson  as  a  public  man  being  re- 
viewed, but  the  honorable  senator  cannot 
go  into  his  private  affairs. 

Senator  GIVENS.— I  respectfully  sub- 
mit, sir,  that  you  have  a  slight  misconcep- 
tion of  what  I  was  saying.  I  did  not  say 
that  Senator  Dobson  or  his  firm  sent  in  a 
bill  of  costs  to  their  clients.  The  latter 
were  successful  litigants,  and  the  bill  of 
costs  which  the  firm  sent  in  was  against 
Tasmania,  and,  therefore,  it  is  a  public 
matter. 

The  PRESIDENT.— I  point  out  to  the 
honorable  senator  that  the  question  of  the 
costs  charged  against  a  litigant  is  not  a 
public  matter.  In  the  instance  he  refers 
to,  Tasmania  was  the  litigant,  and  that  is 
not  a  matter  with  which'  we,  as  a  Senate, 
have  any  concern. 

Senator  GIVENS.— I  would  say,  sir, 
that  were  it  not  for  the  fact  that  the  tax- 
inf;  master  struck  off  £V547  

The  PRESIDENT.— Order.  The  hon- 
orable senator  is  now  directiv  transgressing 
the  ruling  I  have  given.  I  request  that 
he  will  not  do  that,  but  will  conform  to  my 
ruling.  I  am  sure  that  he  does  not  wish 
to  do  otherwise,  and,  therefore,  I  ask  him 
not  to  transgress  again. 

Senator  Guthrie. — Senator  Dobson  has 
admitted  that  he  got  ;^i,8oo  frcwn  his 
State. 

Senator  McGregor. — I  think,  sir,  that 
your  ruling  is  a  novel  one,  so  far  as  the 
Senate  is  oxicemed.  I  have  repeatedly 
heard  h<xiOrable  senators  refer  to  semi-pub- 
lic instances  of  the  same  character  during 
the  past  nine  years. 

The  PRESIDENT.— I  have  given  my 
ruling  upon  the  njatter,  and  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  debate  it. 

Senator  Dobson. — ^The  costs  which  Sena- 
tor Givens  has  quoted  were  given  against 
a  railway  cwnpany  in  Tasmania.  In  my 
case,  the  costs  amounted  to  ^1,800. 

The  PRESIDENT.— Order ! 

Senator  GIVENS.— They  amounted  to 
the  sum  which  I  have  already  stated. 

The  PRESIDENT.— Order ! 

Senator  GIVENS.— Am  I  not  at  liberty 
to  reply  to  Senator  Dobson's  interjection? 

The  PRESIDENT.— I  recognise  that 
Senator  Givens'  reply  was  provoked  by  the 
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interjection  of  Senator  Dobson ;  but  I  must 
again  ask  him  not  to  pursue  the  course 
which  he  is  now  adopting. 

Senator  GIVENS. — I  have  already  said 
suilicient  to  enable  the  public  to  judge  of 
the  disinterested  patriotism  of  Senator  Dob- 
son,  and  I  do  not  think  that  there  is  any 
occasion  for  me  to  pursue  the  matter  fur- 
ther. I  should  THA  have  menti(»ied  it,  but 
for  the  fact  that  last  evening  the  honorable 
senator  made  the  basest  charges  against  the 
party  of  which  I  am  a  member,  and  that 
without  the  slightest  foundaticm.  Simply 
because  he  himself  is  prepared  to  indulge 
in  such  conduct,  he  imagines  that  everybody 
else  is  tarred  with  the  same  brush,  and  is 
prepared  to  sink  to  the  same  depth.  Another 
matter  to  which  I  desire  to  direct  attention 
is  the  appointment,  by  the  present  Govern- 
ment of  a  delegate  to  the  Imperial  Defence 
Conference,  which  is  shortly  to  be  held  in 
London.  When  Parliament  met  on  Wed- 
nesday last,  a  Government  sui^xvter'  put 
Id  the  Prime  Minister  this  very  pertinent 
question,  *'  Who  is  Colcxiel  Foxton  ?  "  In 
reply,  the  Prime  Minister  stated  that 
Colonel  Foxton  was  a  member  of  the  Exe- 
cutive Council  and  of  the  Ministry,  and  in- 
vited his  questioner  to  search  the  records 
of  this  Parliament  if  he  desired  any  fur- 
ther information.  That  was  very  good  ad- 
vice, and  the  only  quarrel  that  I  have  with 
it  is  that  it  did  not  go  far  enough.  Mr. 
Deakin  should  haveadvised  his  interrogates 
not  merely  to  seaxch  the  records  of  ti>e  Com- 
monwealth Parliament,  but  the  records  of 
the  State  Parliament  of  which  Colonel  F<»i- 
ton  was  {veviously  a  member.  If  that 
were  d«ie.  Colonel  Foxton's  record  would 
be  obtained  in  full.  I  do  not  cavil  with 
his  appointment  as  a  representative  of  the 
Government  at  the  Imperial  Defence  Con- 
ference. As  a  prominent  and  reliable 
member  of  the  Stinking  Fish  Party,  the 
Ministry  could  not  have  selected  a  much 
better  representative.  Colonel  Foxton  is 
now  a  distinguished  member  of  the  Pie- 
bald Government — the  Black  Labour-White 
Labour  Government,  the  Free-trade- Pro- 
tectionist Go\-emment,  the  New  Protection 
and  Sweating  Government— and  is  a  fitting 
representative  of  it  in  London.  But  I 
claim  that  the  first  qualification  of  a  trulv 
Australian  representative  at  that  Conference 
is  the  possession  of  a  close  sympathy  with 
our  national  aspirations.  But,  instead  of 
being  imbued  with  any  such  sympathy, 
Colonel  Foxton  is  totally  opposed  to  Aus- 
tralian aspirations. 


Senat(»*  de  Largie. — Does  not  the  hon- 
orable senator  think  that  the  Black  Labou> 
Party  ought  to  be  represented  in  London? 

Senator  GIVENS.— In  view  of  the  ma- 
jority which  occuines  the  Government 
baches,  I  admit  that  it  is  fitting  that  such 
a  distinguished  repiesratative  of  the  Black 
Lf^ur  Party  as  Ccrionel  FoxUsa  should  be 
despatched  to  London. 

Senator  Gray. — There  is  no  Black 
Labour  Party  in  this  Parliament. 

Senator  GIVENS.— Why,  the  very  first 
speech  which  the  honorable  senator  himself 
made  in  this  chamber  was  in  favour  of 
black  labour.  I  have  heard  one  prooiinent 
politidan  diallenge  the  statement  that 
Colonel  Foxton  ever  spoke  or  voted  iT> 
favour  of  the  employment  of  black  labour. 
In  order  that  Mr.  Willis  may  <^ain  the  in- 
formation that  he  desires,  I  propose  to  place 
upon  record  the  fact  that  Colonel  Foxton 
has  always  been  an  advocate  of  black 
labour.  In  this  connexion,  I  do  not  ask 
the  Senate  to  accept  my  ipse  dixit  on  the 
matter.  I  invite  honorable  senators  to  search 
the  records  of  the  Queensland  Parlia- 
mentary Debates,  if  they  wish  to  ascertain 
the  truth  for  themselves.  When  the  Com- 
monwealttf  Government  were  pushing 
through  the  White  Australia  legislatior» 
which  was  demanded  by  the  people  of  the 
Commonwealth,  strenuous  opposition  to  it 
was  offered  by  the  Queensland  Govern- 
ment, of  which  Colonel  Foxton  was  a  mem- 
ber. 

Senator  Gray.— The  horxn-able  senator 
has  no  case,  and  therefore  be  resorts  tO' 

abuse. 

Senator  GIVENS. — I  am  not  aliusing 
anybody.  I  merely  propose  to  quote  from 
the  Queensland  Hansard,  so  that  the  posi- 
tion taken  up  by  Colonel  Foxton  on  that 
occasion  may  be  placed  beyond  the  possi- 
bility of  dispute. 

Senatctf^  de  Lascie. — VshAt  was  Colonel 
Froiton  at  that  time? 

Senator  GIVENS.— He  occupied  the 
office  of  Home  Secretar)-  in  the  Queensland 
Gorernment. 

Senator  Walker.— I  suppose  the  hon- 
orable senator  is  aware  that  Colonel  Foxton 
is  a  native  of  Victoria? 

Senator  GIVENS. — That  may  be  a  very 
considerable  advantage  to  Colonel  Foxton  ; 
but  I  doubt  whether  it  is  any  credit  to  Vic- 
toria. About  the  time  that  I  have  already 
mentioned,  the  follDwing/lhatiaiulrAs  sub- 
mitted by  a  priv^'tglii^yF^I Queens- 
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land  I>egislative  Assembly,  in  private  mem- 
fcers'  time : — 

That  in  view  of  the  very  large  sums  of  money 
-expended  by  the  State  in  encouraging  and  «b- 
tablishtng  the  sugar  industry,  and  the  great  im- 
portance of  that  industry  to  the  general  pros- 
perity of  the  State,  this  House  is  of  opinioa 
that  it  is  urgently  necessary  to  place  the  in- 
-dustry  on  a  thoroughly  sound  and  remunerative 
l>asts  by  establisbtng  a  Central  Sugar  Refincrv 
to  supplement  the  present  Central  Sugar  Mill 
system,  so  as  to  secure  to  the  sugar  farmers 
ever^  available  fraction  of  profit  from  the  pro- 
-duction  of  sugar  in  a  rc&ned  state. 

That  iiu}tion  will  be  found  recorded  upCHi 
page  X068  of  volume  87  of  the  Queensland 
Hansard  of  1901.  Upm  3rd  October  of 
the  same  year — immediately  after  Mr.  Bar- 
ton, the  first  Prime  Minister  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, had  delivered  his  speech 
enunciating  the  White  Australia  policy — 
Mr.  O'Connell,  the  Minister  of  Lands  in 
the  Queensland  Government,  moved  an 
amendment  to  the  effect  that  all  the  words 
in  the  m(^<xi  relating  to  the  establishment 
of  a  sugar  refinery  should  be  eliminated, 
with  a  view  to  ins^ting  in  lieu  thereof  a 
fleclaration  in  favour  of  a  continuance  of 
the  kanaka  traflRc  for  a  further  period  of 
ten  years.  The  Queensland  Premier,  Mr. 
Robert  Philp,  made  a  long  speech  upon 
that  proposal,  during  which  he  exhausted 
the  whole  of  the  time  available  for  private 
members,  and  thus  prevented  finality  being 
arrived  at  upcm  the  motion.  In  that  speech, 
he  publicly  stated  that  he  had  induced  his 
colleague,  the  Minister  of  Agriculture,  to 
submit  the  amendment.  In  order  that  the 
attitude  of  the  Philp  Government — of  which 
CoI<HieI  Fcnct<Mi  was  a  member — may  be 
clearly  understood,  I  pn^xise  to  quote  a 
few  remarks  which  were  made  on  the  occa- 
sion in  question  by  the  Queensland  Premier. 
The  amendment  sutanitted  by  Mr.  O'Con- 
nell will  be  found  recorded  fsa  page  1076 
of  the  same  volume  of  the  Queensland 
Hansard.  Tn  speaking  to  that  amendment, 
Mr.  Philp  said— 

I  may  tell  honorable  members  that  as  I  have 
previously  spoken  on  this  motion  I  asked  the 
Minister  of  Lands  to  move  this  amendment  so 
that  this  House  could,  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment,  express  its.  opinioa  bn  this  most  im- 
portant subject.  I  do  not  know  a  more  im- 
pottaat  subject  that  could  be  brought  before  this 
House  at  the  present  time.  It  was  only  the  day 
before  yesterday  and  this  morning  that  we  knew 
what  tile  Federal  Parliament  proposes  to  do 
with  regard  %n  the  sugar  industry.  Tt  was  only 
this  morning  that  we  read  the  speech  of  Mr. 
Barton  era  this  question,  and  I  think  we  would 
be  wanting  in  out  duty  to  the  State,  and  to  this 
great  industry,  if  we  did  not  voice  our  opinioas 
<m  the  subject. 


Further  on,  he  said — 

If  Mr.  Barton  bad  taken  the  advice  of  Dr. 
Maxwell  he  would  have  gone  slowly  in  his 
efforts  to  place  the  sugar  mduStry  in  a  satis- 
factory position.  There  is  no  man  in  the 
Colony  more  anxious  than  I  am  to  see  this 
labour  question  satisfactorily  solved.  But  to 
sav  that  after  next  year  the  present  supply  of 
labour  for  that  industry  shall  be  diminished, 
that  the  following  year  only  one-half  of  the 
number  of  labourers  now  commg  into  the  Colony 
shall  be  allowed,  and  that  after  five  yean  the 
whole  of  the  labour  now  used  in  this  industry 
shall  leave  Queensland,  can  only  mean  one 
thing  to  the  sugar  industry.  In  my  opinion  it 
means  total  ruin  to  the  sugar  industry. 

But,  despite  that  gloomy  prophecy  in  1901, 
the  sugar  industry  to-day — after  all  the 
kanakas  who  were  previously  employed  in 
it  have  been  deported  to  their  islands — is 
more  prosperous  than  ever. 

Senator  St.  Ledger. — The  honorable 
senator  is  referring  to  Mr.  Philp's  state- 
ments, not  10  Colonel  Foxtwi's 

Senator  GIVENS.— I  intend  to  show  the 
opinions  entertained  on  this  subject  by 
Colonel  Foxton,  and  also  how  he  voted  upon 
it.    Mr.  Philp  Mient  m  to  say — 

If  Mr.  Barton  is  sincere,  and  if  the  Labour 
organisations  are  sincere  in  their  desire  to  grow 
sugar  by  white  labour,  why  do  thcy  not  give  the 
matter  a  fair  trial?  Let  ample  time — say,  seven 
or  ten  years — be  given  before  any  change  is 
made  in  the  present  labour  supply,  and  in  the 
meantime  let  Mr.  Barton  acquire  a  sugar  mill 
and  plantation — he  will  get  one  in  Queensland 
at  one-hnlf,  or  one-third,  or  one-fourth,  of  the 
original  cost — and  hand  that  mill  and  planta- 
tion over  to  the  labour  organizations  01  Aus- 
tralia and  let^  them  demonstrate  to  Australia 
that  they  can  'grow  sngar  profitably  by  white 
labour. 

Further  on  he  said — • 

But  I  think  that  when  a  man  who  knows  no- 
thing about  the  industry  attempts  to  interfere 
with  it  in  the  way  now  proposed,  he  is  doing 
a  criminal  act,  and  is  no  friend  of  Queens- 

land. 

So  Strongly  did  they  feel  on  the  subject 
that  Mr.  Philp,  the  then  PrMnier  of  the 
State,  alluded  to  Mr.  Barton  as  being  a 
criminal. 

Senator  Gray. — What  has  that  to  do  with 
the  military  service? 

Senator  GIVENS. — I  am  quoting  this  to 
show  that  Colonel  Foxton  is  a  fitting  re- 
presentative of  the  Pie-Bald  or  Black 
Labour  Party  who  now  occupy  the  Govern- 
ment benches.  Further  on  Mr.  Philp 
said — 

No  man  could  have  conceived  that  nny  body 
of  men  setting  themselves  up  to  be  statesmen 
would  ever  have  dreamt  of  bringing  forward 
such  a  Bill. 

That  was  the  Pacific  Island  Labourers  Bill 
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Senator  Gray.— They  may  have  been 
honest  in  their  views  at  the  time  when  those 
statements  were  made. 

Senator  GIVENS.— I  believe  that  they 
were  honest,  and  fully  believed  what  they 
said.  I  am  convinced  that  they  believe 
now  that  the  introduction  of  black  labour 
is  the  best  thing  for  Australia. 

Senator  Gray.— The  honorable  senator 
has  no  right  to  assume  that. 

Senator  GIVENS.— I  can  take  the  hon- 
orable senator's  own  speeches.  The  very 
first  speech  Senator  Gray  made  in  this 
Senate  was  in  favour  of  coloured  labour. 
Further  on  Mr.  Philp  said- 
Here  we  have  the  fact  staring  ua  in 
the  face  that  we  have  grown  sugar  in  Queens- 
land about  thirty-five  years,  and  the  main 
labour  for  certain  work  has  been  Polynesian 
labour.  We  are  seeking  to  cany  on  the  in- 
dustrv— of  course,  wrc  do  not  want  to  carry  on 
an  industry  that  is  not  profitable— and  every 
one  engaged  in  the  industry  will  tell  you  the 
industry  cannot  be  carried  on  unless  there  « 
some  labour  like  that. 

Let  me  make  just  one  or  two  short  quota- 
tions more.  The  speech  is  a  very  long 
one,  and  I  shall  only  cite  a  few  passages, 
but  I  have  given  the  reference  so  that  hon- 
orable senators  can  if  they  choose  get  the 
volume  of  Hansard  from  the  library  and 
make  whatever  use  of  it  they  please.  Mr. 
Philp  said — 

If  we  never  have  more  than  5  per  cent,  of 
coloured  alien*  in  Queensland  and  gs  per  crat. 
of  white  men,  we  need  not  be  afraid.  We 
should  be  a  poor-spirited  people  indeed  if,  witb 
qe  per  cent,  of  whites,  we  are  afraid  of 
contamination  from  5  per  cent,  of  blacks.  My 
opinion  is  that  we  da  them  more  harm  than 
they  do  us.  But,  up  to  the  present,  in  Queens- 
land they  have  done  a  great  deal  of  good. 
They  have  established  an  industry— the  sugar 
industry-^hich  Queensland  may  well  be  proud 
of;  and  I  say  that  until  we  find  some  other 
substitute,  we  are  justified  in  asking  Mr.  Bar- 
ton to  hold  his  hand.  We  ask  Mr.  Barton  to 
make  an  inquiry— the  fullest  inquiry  possible. 
I  say  he  ought  to  make  some  inquiry.  Why, 
any  one  cliarged  with  an  offence  always  gets  a 
fair  trial.  No  one  would  dream  of  convicting 
a.  man  without  evidence. 

Then,  again,  on  page  1080,  he  said — 

There  are  things  besides  sugar  which  we  can- 
not grow  without  the  aid  of  a  small  proportion 
of  coloured  people.  Not  only  can  we  crow 
sugar,  but  we  can  grow  coffee,  and  we  ought  to 
grow  the  whole  of  the  tea  required  by  Aus- 
tralia, 

So  that  he  was  advocating  that  not  only 
should  we  continue  the  supplv  of  black 
labour  for  the  sugar  industry,  but  that  we 
should  proceed  to  establish  other  industries 
by  means  of  kanaka  labour.  I  do  not 
propose  to  quote  any  more  from  the  speech 
made  by  Colonel  Foxton*s  leader  at  that 


time,  but  I  wish  to  allude  to  the  really  im- 
portant thing,  which  is  the  division  list- 
Honorable  senators  will  please  recollect 
that  no  opportunity  was  given  for  discuss- 
ing the  motion,  except  in  private  members' 
time,  and  consequently  the  discussion  was 
very  limited. 

Senator  Gray. — Cannot  people  change 
their  minds  in  nine  years  ? 

Senator  GIVENS.— On  the  20th  De- 
cember in  that  vear,  as  recorded  on  page 
3678  of  vol.  SS.'of  Hansard,  will  be  found 
the  division  list.  In  order  that  honorable 
senators  may  understand  clearly  what  the 
division  was  upwi,  I  will  read  both  the 
motion  and  the  amendment. 

On  the  Order  of  Day  for  the  resumption 
of  debate  on  Mr.  Givens'  motion- 
That  in  view  of  the  very  large  sums  of 
money  expended  by  the  State  in  encouraging 
and  establishing  the  sugar  industry,  and  the 
great  importance  of  that  industry  to  the  general 
prosperity  of  the  State,  this  House  is  of  opinion 
that  it  is  urgently  necessary  to  place  the  in- 
dustry on  a  thoroughly  sound  and  remunerative 
basis  by  establishing  a  State  central  sugar  re- 
finery to  supplement  the  present  Tentral  Sugar 
Mill  system,  so  as  to  secure  for  the  sugar  far- 
mers every  available  fraction  of  profit  from  the 
production  of  sugar  in  a  refined  state — 
On  which  Mr.  O'Connell  had  moved— 
That  the  question  be  amended  by  the  omis- 
sion of  all  Hie  words  after  the  word  "by"  on 
line  5,  with  a  view  to  the  insertion  in  their 
place  of  the  words  "  the  continuance  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  present  Pacific  Island  Labourer* 
Act  for  a  further  period  of  ten  years,"  which 
stood  further  adjourned  at  7  o'clock  p.m.  co 
Friday,  2nd  November,  being  called, 

Question— That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
omitted  stand  part  of  the  question  (Mr. 
O'Connell's  amendment)  put;  and  the  House 
divided  :— Ayes,  19 ;  Noes,  30. 
The  "  Noes"  include  the  name  of  Colonel 
Foxton,  the  then  Home  Secretary,  the  pre- 
sent delegate  of  the  Commonwealth  Go- 
vernment to  the  Imperial  Conference.  In 
the  division  on  the  questiwi  "  That  the 
words  proposed  to  be  inserted  be  so  in- 
serted "  that  is,  the  words  in  favour  of 
the  continuance  of  the  Kanaka  Act  for  a 
further  period  of  ten  \ears — the  figures 
were :— "  Ayes,"  31;'  "  Noes,'*  i8. 
Amongst  the  "Ayes"  appears  the  name 
of  Colonel  Foxton.  the  gentleman  of  whom 
I  have  been  speaking.  Thus  it  will  be 
seen  that  Colonel  Foxton  at  that  time,  by 
his  votes,  absolutely  recorded  his  opinion 
against  the  White  Labour  policy,  and  in- 
dorsed the  denunciation  of  his  leader  against 
the  then  Commonwealth  Government,  which 
was  advocatinff  White  Australia  le^slation. 
B>  his  votes  he  recorded  his  opinion  in 
favour  of  the  ccMitinuance-jaf  the  Pacific  Is- 
land labourers  lir^lBed£p*.ai0«&^l©»  years. 


MiniOerial 


[25  Jxn4E,  1909.]  Statement. 


417 


Senator  Walkeb. — How  does  this  affect 
Colcmel  Foxton's  ability  as  a  military  man? 

Senator  GIVENS. — It  shows  that  he  is 
not  in  aca>rdance  with  Australian  sentiment 
on  one  of  the  greatest  questions  affecting 
the  well-being  of  this  country. 

Senator  de  Lasgie. — Instead  of  being 
s«it  to  London  he  ought  to  have  been  sent 
•  to  the  South  Sea  Islands. 

Senator  GIVENS. — I  am  trying  to  show 
that  he  is  an  exceedingly  fit  representative 
of  the  Black  Labour  Party,  which  is  sup- 
porting the  present  Government. 

Senator  St.  Ledger. — So  the  people  of 
Queensland  thought  when  they  returned 
him  at  the  last  election. 

Senator  GIVENS.— I  am  merely  follow- 
ing the  advice  given  by  the  Prime  Minister 
to  Mr.  Henry  Willis  in  another  place,  to 
"search  the  records"  and  find  out  who 
Colonel  Foxton  is.  There  is  another  in- 
tefesting  bit  of  history  in  regard  to  Colonel 
Foxton  in  Queensland  politics.  He  occupied 
a  responsible  position  as  Home  Secretary  in 
the  Philp  Ministry ;  and  he  used  that  posi- 
tion— I  say  so  deliberately — to  engineer  a 
billet  for  his  own  brother-in-law. 

Senator  Gray. — Do  not  become  too  per- 
sonal. 

Senator  GIVENS.— The  facts  are  upon 
the  records.  It  is  a  public  matter.  He  «i- 
gineered  for  his  brother-in-law  a  billet 
which  was  not  wanted,  and  carried  with  it 
a  handsome  salary,  in  additicm  to  travel- 
ling expenses,  including  free  steamer  and 
railway  tickets. 

Senator  Turley. — The  matter  was  a  pub- 
lic scandal  in  Queensland. 

Senator  GIVENS. — Honorable  senators 
wiii  knon'  that  the  totalizator  has  been 
legalized  in  Queensland  for  a  number  of 
years.  In  casting  about  for  a  billet  for  his 
brother-in-law  Colonel  Foxton  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  an  inspector  of  totalizators 
ought  to  be  appointed  to  see  that  the  Go- 
vernment were  not  defrauded  of  any  por- 
tion of  the  tax  imposed,  although  every- 
body knew  that  the  investing  public  and  the 
newspaper  report  were  the  most  perfect 
■check  imaginable  upon  the  totalizator. 

Senator  TtjRLEy. — The  Government  au- 
-ditor  went  through  all  the  records  care- 
fully. 

Senator  GIVENS.— Yes,  all  the  time. 

Senator  St.  Ledges. — Does  it  not  occur 
to  the  hcmorable  senator  that  Colonel  Fox- 
ton is  not  now  in  Australia,  and  cannot  re- 
plv  to  him? 

Senator  GIVENS.— He  had  to  listen  to 
nie  and  others  making  this  charge  against 


him  in  the  Queensland  Parliament,  as  is 
rea)rded  in  Hansard.  TRe  Prime  Minister 
ha£  advised  us  to  "  search  the  records  "  to 
find  out  who  Colonel  Foxtcxi  is.  I  am  tak- 
incr  that  advice.  Because  I  follow  the  coun- 
sel given  by  the  Prime  Minister,  however, 
I  am  to  be  heckled  by  honorable  senators 
opposite.  Colonel  Foxttm  was  too  'cute  to 
make. the  appointment  himself,  although  the 
matter  had  relation  to  his  Department.  But 
he  engineered  with  the  Government  to 
make  the  appmntment,  going  over  the 
heads  of  ^  Public  Service  Board, 
who  were  appointed,  just  as  is  our 
Public  Service  Commissicmer,  to  make 
all  such  appointments,  and  to  see  that 
only  proper  ones  were  made.  When  the 
matter  came  before  Colonel  Foxtm  in  his 
capacity  as  Home  Secretary,  he  wrote  a 
minute  which  I  will  quote.  The  Attorney- 
General  said,  as  reported  on  page  1190  of 
the  Queensland  Parliamentary  Debates  for 
the  year  1899,  vol.  83,  that  the  following 
minute  was  placed  on  the  initiatory  docu- 
ment : — 

I  thick  the  Home  Secretary  should  make 
suitable  arrangements  for  the  carryiug  out  of 
this  suggestion. 

That  was  a  suggestion  cleverly  made  to 
bring  about  this  appointment.  The  fol- 
lowing is  the  minute: — 

Public  Service  Board.  It  certainly  seems 
clear  that  an  efficient  check  should  be  main- 
tained to  see  that  the  revenue  is  not  defrauded. 
Without  any  such  check  the  temptation  to  make 
false  returns  is  very  great.  Will  the  Board 
make  some  recommendation?  I  would  suggest 
that  if  any  one  is  appoiated  it  should  be  some 
one  having  a  thorough  knowledge  of  racing 
matters  and  the  ways  of  racing  clubs. — 
J.F.G.F.,  io.a.99. 

Those  initials,  J.F.G.F.,  are  those  of 
Colonel  Foxton,  whom  we  are  now  dis- 
cussing. It  is  exceedingly  curious  that  be 
then  put  forward  the  opinion  that  a  man 
thoroughly  well  qualified  in  all  racing 
matters  should  receive  the  appointment ;  and 
it  was  also  a  wonderful  coincidence  that 
his  own  brother-in-law  should  be  the  one 
man  in  all  Queensland  who  was  so  versed 
in  these  things  so  as  to  be  the  best  fitted 
for  the  position.  It  was  curious  that 
Colonel  Foxton's  brother-in-law,  amongst 
the  whole  populatiwi  of  Queensland,  should 
be  the  best  fitted  to  receive  this  handsome 
billet.  A  storm'  of  indignation  was 
created.  The  scandal  was  so  great  that 
the  appointment  was  not  renewed  at  the  end 
of  the  year  foe  which  it  was  made.  The 
Government  could  not  prevent  Colonel  Fox- 
ton's brother-in-law  frOTti  serving  for  the 
twelve  months,  but  at  the  end  of  that  time 
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the  appointment  was  not  renewed,  and  it 
has  not  been  renewed  since.  Not  the  slight- 
est necessity  has  been  found  for  its  renewal. 
When  we  find  public  men  euilty  of  job- 
bery and  corruptiOT  of  this  kind  it  is  time 
that  we  followed  the  advice  of  the  Prime 
Minister  and  "  searched  the  records."  That 
is  what  I  have  been  doing.  I  am  very 
glad  to  have  had  the  opportunity  to  follow 
the  advice  of  the  Prime  Minister,  and  to  lay 
these  things  bare,  so  that  honorable  sena- 
tors and  others  like  Mr.  Willis,  in  another 
place,  may  krrow  who  Colonel  Foxtcai  is. 
The  appointment  of  Colonel  Foxton  as  the 
representative  of  Australia  at  the  Imperial 
Defeitce  Cmference  is  nothing  short  of  a 
public  scandal.  It  is,  in  fact»  disgraceful, 
because  Australia  had  a  right  to  demand 
that  any  man  sent  to  London  to  represent 
her  should  be  in  touch  with  Australian  sen- 
timent. That  Colonel  Foxton  is  not  in  ac- 
cord with  Australian  sentiment,  or  with  the 
views  frequently  stated  by  the  Prime  Min- 
ister on  defence  matters,  is  proved  conclu- 
sively by  the  report  of  the  interview  with 
him  which  was  read  by  Senator  Pearce  last 
night.  The  fact  is  that  every  one  knows 
that  Colonel  Foxton  has  been  anti-Austra- 
lian in  his  attitude  ever  since  he  has  been 
in  public  life  in  this  country.  He  has 
been  nothing  else  but  a  tuft-hunting  society 
hanger-on.  I  say  that  deliberately.  He 
has  been  against  everv  aspiration  of  Aus- 
tralian nationalism.  He  has  been  against 
the  White  Australia  policy,  because  he  did 
not  wish  to  see  a  white  nation  built  up  here. 
He  desired  that  there  should  be  a  few  white 
nabobs  going  through  the  country  with  mobs 
of  kanakas  hanging  about  them. 

Senator  Grav. — The  honorable  senator 
knows  that  that  is  not  true. 

Th«  PRESIDENT.— Order  !  I  ask  the 
honorable  senator  not  to  interiect. 

Senator  W.  Russell. — Is  Senator  Gray  in 
order  in  saving  that  a  statement  made  by 
an  honornble  senator  is  not  true. 

The  PRESIDENT.-  !  did  not  hear 
the  honorable  senator  make  that  statement. 

Senator  W.  Russell. — I  did. 

Senator  GI YENS. —Senator  Grav  and 
myself  are  sufficiently  good  friends  to  make 
it  unlikely  that  we  should  quarrel  because 
of  anv  interjection  which  he  makes.  I  am 
entitled  to  place  on  recwd  my  opinions  in 
this  matter.  I  say  that,  so  far  from  being 
competent  to  voice  the  national  asoirations 
of  Australia  and  our  desire  to  build  up  in 
tliese  southern  seas  a  white  nation,  and 
manfully  to  provide  for  our  own  defence  by 
land  and  sea,  Colonel  Foxton  is  hopelessly 


out  of  touch  with  Australian  sentiment  and 
feeling  on  these  great  national  questions. 
We  desire  in  Australia  to  build  up  a  natiof> 
worthy  of  the  countries  from  which  we 
have  sprung,  and  to  do  all  that  is  neces- 
sary for  ourselves  in  a,  self-respecting,  well- 
thought-out,  and  careful  manner.  Instead 
of  leaving  it  to  the  Mother  Country  to  de- 
fend us,  we  wish  to  provide  for  our  own  • 
defence.  But  Colonel  Foxton  is  opposed 
lo  all  that.  His  idea  of  national  defence 
for  Australia  is  to  increase  the  naval  sutf- 
sidy,  instead  of  providing  our  own  naval 
defence,  and  to  cling  to  the  skirts  of  the 
Mother  Country.  We  have  been  advised 
b>  the  best  naval  authorities  of  the  Old 
Country  that  to  provide  for  our  own  naval 
defence  is  the  best  contribuBon  we  can  malce 
to  Imperial  defence.  But  Colonel  F<ncton 
is  opposed  to  all  these  ideas.  He  has  beer> 
ornosed  to  compulsory  military  training, 
which  any  one  who  has  given  any  thought 
to  the  subject  knows  is  essential  to  the 
proper  safeguarding  of  Australia. 

Senator  Dobson. — Hear,  Bear. 

Senator  GIVENS. — Senator  Dobson  says 
"  Hear,  hear."  Ever  since  I  have  knowr» 
the  honorable  senator  as  a  member  of  the 
Senate  he  has  been  a  str(Mg  advocate  of 
the  cadet  system  in  the  schools.  He  has, 
in  fact,  hung  up  the  business  of  the  Senate 
time  after  time  to  press  forward  that  idea. 
He  has  been  exceedingly  earnest  and  per- 
sistent in  his  advocacy  of  the  cadet  system  ; 
yet  the  very  first  Government  that  proposed 
to  initiate  that  system  excited  the  honor- 
able senator's  bitter  animosity  to  such  an 
extent  that  he  did  his  utmost  to  cut  the 
throat  of  that  Government.  That  should 
indicate  to  the  people  of  Australia  how  very 
earnest  the  honorable  senator  has  been  in 
this  matter.  He  has  been  a  most  po'sistent 
engineer  in  bringing  about  the  "  fusion  '* 
designed  to  kill  the  Government  that  was 
proposing  to  do  tfie  one  thing  which  he  in- 
sisted should  be  done.  I  have  said  that  in 
nil  these  important  matters  Colonel  Foxton 
is  hopelessly  out  of  touch  with  the  general 
trend  of  Australian  feeling  and  opinion. 
He  is  out  of  touch  in  these  matters  with  his 
own  leader.  When  he  was  first  appointed 
to  attend  the  Conference,  he  gave  an  inter- 
view to  a  representative  of  the  Herald,  and 
the  day  after  its  publication  he  had  to  be 
called  to  book  by  His  superiors  in  the 
Cabinet,  and  had  to  eat  his  own  words. 
But  who  is  grang  to  make  him  eat  his  words 
at  the  secret  Conference  in  London?  He 
can  say  there  what  he  pleases,  and  even  hi«s 
own  colleagues  will  not  know  what  he  says. 
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He  can  misrepresent  Australia  and  bis  own 
<olleagues  at  that  Conference  if  he  thinks 
fit.  We  were  invited  to  look  up  the  records 
to  discover  who  Colonel  Foxton  is,  and 
frcmi  them  we  can  judge  what  his  utter- 
-arices  at  the  Conference  are  likely  to  be. 
I  say  that  the  Government  were  ext^dingly 
ill-advised,  even  in  their  own  interest,  in 
srading  stKb  a  man  as  Colonel  Foxton  to 
represent  them,  and,  in  doing  so*  they  did 
•scxnething  absolutely  detrimental  to  the  best 
interests  of  the  young  nation  we  are  build- 
ing up  in  these  southern  seas.  Almost  any 
other  member  of  the  present  Ministry  would 
iiave  been  a  better  and  more  acceptable 
representative  of  the  people  of  Aus- 
tralia, and  almost  any  other  member 
of  either  House  of  the  Federal  Parlia- 
ment woul  d  h  a  ve  been  a  more  accep t  - 
-able  representative  than  Colonel  Fox- 
ton.  The  services  of  several  men  were  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Prime  Minister  who 
would  have  been  excellent  representatives. 
I  believe  that  Mr.  Deakin  himself  would 
have  been  an  exceedingly  good  representa- 
tive, and  I  should  have  been  very  pleased 
to  see  him  go  to  the  Conference  in  that 
capacity.  But,  instead  of  going  himself, 
or  sending  a  man  whose  opinions  were  in 
accord  with  his  own,  he  has  sent  Colonel 
Foxton.  whose  opinions  are  diametrically 
opposed  to  his  own. 

Senator  Stewart. — How  could  the  Prime 
Minister  go  himself  under  existing  circum- 
stances? 

Senator  GIVENS.— I  admit  that  there 
were  serious  difficulties  in  the  way  of  either 
the  Prime  Minister  or  the  Minister  of  De- 
fence going.  The  Prime  Minister  cannot 
trust  the  Minister  of  Defence,  imless  he 
has  him  sleeping  with  him  to  look  after 
him,  and  the  Minister  of  Defence  could  not 
trust  the  Prime  Minister  away  from  his 
«de. 

Senator  Miixek. — The  honorable  senator 
is  drawing  upon  his  imagination? 

Senator  GIVENS.— It  is  only  a  natural 
and  logical  deduction. 
Senator    Millen. — For    a  i»ejudiced 

mind. 

Senator  GIVENS.— It  is  the  natural  con- 
clusion to  which  every  intelligent  person 
would  come  on  this  matter.  We  find  that 
the  Government  have  offered  a  Dreadnought 
or  its  equivalent  to  Great  Britain.  TTiat  is 
to  sav,  they  propose  to  spend  ;^2,ooo,ooo 
of  Australian  money,  or  the  monev  of  the 
people  of  seme  other  country  whidi  Aus- 
tralia might  be  able  to  borrow,  in  order  to 
present  a  DreadHought  to  Great  Britain. 


Senator  Walkek. — They  could  get  the 
mtxiey  in  Australia. 

Senator  GIVENS.— Senator  Walker,  as 
a  wealthy  man  himself,  and  a  representa- 
tive in  this  Chamber  of  the  wealth  of  the 
country,  of  the  people  who  have,  as  against 
the  people  who  have  not,  is  probably  a 
good  authority  as  to  the  amount  of  money 
that  could  be  got  in  the  pawn  offices, 
if  we  desired  to  go  there  to  pledge 
our  credit.  I  direct  the  attention  of 
the  Vice-President  of  the  Encutive 
Council  to  the  fact  that  it  was  con- 
trary to  all  constituticMial  practice  for  the 
Ministry  to  make  an  offer  committing  the 
country  to  such  a  large  expenditure  without 
consulting  Parliament,  when  Parliament  was 
in  session,  and  might  have  been  consulted 
at  a  moment's  notice.  This  was  no  new 
scare  got  up  on  the  spur  of  the  mcanent.  It 
had  been  got  up  six  or  eight  \veeks  pre- 
viously by  certain  interested  newspapers, 
who  wished  to  find  some  means  by  which ' 
they-  could  consolidate  the  opponents  of  the 
labour  Party,  and  so  lever  them  out  of 
cflioe.  They  struck  upon  this  idea  of  pre- 
senting a  Dreadnought  to  Great  Britain. 
The  Fisher  Government  refused  to  fall  in 
with  their  proposal,  and  let  me  say  that 
they  were  never  challenged  on  that  ques- 
tion, when  they  were  displaced.  If  Mr. 
Deakin  believed  that  a  Dreadnought  ought 
to  be  presented  to  Great  Britain,  his 
proper  course  was  to  challenfie  the 
Fisher  Government. on  their  refusal  to  make 
the  oflFer.  Instead  of  doing  that,  he 
adopted  a  devious  course,  and,  having  com- 
bined the  forces  against  the  Labour  Party, 
fired  out  the  Government  on  no  particular 
point  of  policy  at  all.  He  merely  dis- 
placed th«n  as  a  matter  of  course,  and 
then,  instead  of  consulting  Parliament, 
although  it  was  in  sessicm,  and  there  to  be 
consulted,  be  did  something  which  was  ab- 
solutely subversive  of  all  constitutitxial  go- 
vernment, and  committed  the  countrv  to 
an  expenditure  of  ;£2,ooo,ooo,  without  con- 
sulting Parliamrat. 

Senator  Millen.— It  is  still  open  to  Par- 
liament to  approve  or  refuse  to  approve  of 
that  offer. 

Senator  GIVENS.— Why  should  Parlia- 
ment be  committed?  TBe  honorable  sena- 
tor knows  that  when  the  fate  of  a  Govern- 
ment is  bound  up  with  a  question,  members 
of  Parliament  may  vote  to  support  them, 
although  they  do  not  approve  of  the  pro- 
posal which  they  have  made.  We  know 
that  the  Argus  announced  that  it  was  verv 
pleased  that  the  Government,  on  behalf  r 
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Parliament  and  the  people,  had  offered  a 
Dreadnought  to  Great  Britain;  but  what 
need  was  there  for  the  Government  to  offer 
anything  on  behalf  of  Parliament,  when 
Parliament  was  there  and  ctxnpetent  to  speak 
for  itself?  Let  me  ask,  who  is  compe^t 
TO  speak  for  tiie  people,  when  i*arliament 
is  in  ses^on,  but  Parliament  itself?  Par- 
liament is  the  only  recognised  body  sent 
here  to  speak  for  the  public,  and  I  say 
that  before  the  public  were  committed  to 
the  expenditure  of  is.  Parliament  should 
have  been  consulted. 

Senator  Gray. — The  Fisher  Government 
did  not  consult  Parliament  when  they  com- 
mitted the  country  to  an  expenditure  of 

;^250,000. 

Senator  GIVENS.— That  money  had 
been  voted  by  Parliamait  for  the  purpose 
for  which  it  is  to  be  spent.  If  money 
had  been  voted  for  the  purchase  of  a 
Dreadnought  for  presentation  to  Great  Bri- 
tain,  I  should  not  be  here  now  denounc- 
ing the  action  of  the  Government  in  this 
respect. 

Senator  Millen. — The  ^£250,000  was 
not  voted  for  torpedo  boats,  or  for  any 
other  class  of  boats. 

Senator  TtntLEY. — The  present  Govern- 
ment ne\'er  challenged  the  Fisher  Govern- 
ment on  that. 

Senator  GIVENS.— No,  their  quarrel 
with  the  Latx>ur  Govmimait  in  matters  of 
defence  is  that  whereas  all  previous  Go- 
vernments were  going  on  talking  at  large 
about  defence,  they  never  did  anything,  and 
the  Labour  Government  proceeded  to  do 
something. 

Senator  Millen. — They  proceeded  to 
bieak  faith  with  Parliament. 

Senator  GIVENS.— Thev  did  not.  T 
ask  the  honorable  senator  if  he  thinks  that 
he  should  be  bmmd  hv  any  pledge  that  I 
may  give? 

Senator  Millen. — Every  member  of  this 
Chamber  was  a  party  to  the  conditions 
under  which  that  vote  was  passed. 

Senator  GIVENS. — Honorable  senators 
are  entitled  to  speak  for  themselves,  but 
not  for  me ;  and  I  say  that  I  was  no  partv 
to  the  conditions  under  which  that  vote 
was  passed. 

Senator  Pearce. — According  to  the  state- 
ment of  the  Vice-President  of  the  Execu- 
tive Council,  we  should  pass  another  Act 
cf  Parliament  before  we  can  touch  the 
monev  in  the  old-age  pensions  fund,  which 
is  also  a  trust  fund. 

Senator  Millen. — It  was  appropriated 
for  a  specific  purpose. 


Senator  Pearce, — It  is  exactly  the  same 
thing. 

Senator  I^Iillen. — An  Act  providing  for 
the  expenditure  of  that  money  is  aa  the 
statute-book. 

Senator  Pearce. — Both  were  trust  funds 
for  specific  purposes. 

Senator  GIVENS.— The  whole  quarrel 
is  that  the  Labour  Government,  instead  of 
talking  at  large  and  going  up  and  down  the 
country  prating  of  what  they  were  going  to 
do,  actually  did  something.  It  is  for  that 
they  were  called  to  book.  I  ask  Senator 
Millen  why,  if  the  Fisher  Government  were 
worthy  of  censure  because  of  their  action 
in  this  matter,  hcmorable  senators  opposite 
rlid  not  table  a  vote  of  censure  cm  that  ac- 
count ? 

Senator  Gray.— They  did  not  wish  to 
waste  time. 

SenatCM-  GIVENS.— They  have  plenty  of 
time  to  waste  on  matters  of  little  account. 

Senator  Gray. — The  honorable  senator 
has  told  the  country  that  he  intends  to  waste 
time. 

Senator  GIVENS.— Senator  Gray  is  en- 
titled to  speak  for  himself.  If,  when 
speaking,  Iw  believes  he  is  wasting  time,  he 
is  entitled  to  say  so;  but  when  I  speak  I 
do  so  for  the  purpose  of  elucidating  mat* 
ters  of  public  interest-  After  the  expo»- 
tion  of  the  question  by  Senator  Pearce  last 
night,  I  need  say  no  more  <xi  the  Dread- 
nought question ;  but  I  enter  my  emphatic 
protest  against  the  action  of  the  present 
Government  in  making  any  such  offer  and 
committing  the  Commonwealth  to  it  with- 
out first  consulting  Parliament,  especially 
when  Parliament  was  in  session,  and  com- 
petent to  soealc  for  itself  on  the  subject. 
I  should  like  very  much  if  my  honorable 
friends  would  dissolve  the  other  House 
to-morrow,  consult  the  country  on  the 
Dreadnottglil  question,  and  see  where  they 
are.  If  they  think  that  the  people  of 
Australia  are  behind  them  on  the  ques- 
ti<Mi,  let  them  seize  the  golden  opportunity, 
go  to  the  country,  and  pose  as  the  <hi1v 
loyalists.  If  we  saw  a  woman  going  up 
and  down  the  street,  prating  zhouX  her 
virtue,  and  continually  crying  out  that  she 
was  an  honest  woman,  what  would  we 
think  of  her?  In  regard  to  their  lovalty 
that  is  what  honorable  senators  are  doing^ 
all  the  time.  •  Let  me  come  more  directly 
to  the  vague  generalitie&— which  may  mearr 
little  or  much — in  the  Government  pro- 
gramme. Passing  over  statements  of  mere 
nebulosity,  out  of  which  one  cannot  get 
an}-thing,  I  propose  to  pick  out  one  or 
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i«o  iitms,  and  see  what  promise  there  is 
for  anything  good  accruing  to  the  conn- 
tiy.    Their  policy  is  drafted  under  three 
main  heads,  namely,  "Industrial,"  "De- 
fence," and  "  Finance."    In  regard  to  the 
iirst,  there  are  only  one  or  two  matters  to 
which    I    desire    to    devote    a  little 
time>    and    the    first    is    the  question 
of    new    protection.     Everybody  knows 
that   the  last  Tariff  was  passed  under 
the    distinct   promise   that    the  workers 
should   share   in    the   protection  therein 
given.     We  had  the  most  distinct  prtmaise 
possible  frcMn   Mr.    Deakin.  Everybody 
was  told  that  the   people   should  share 
e<|ually  in  the  benefits  of  protection,  that 
it  should  not  be  merely  for  the  manufac- 
turers alcHie,  that  the  workers  should  get 
a  portion  of  it,  and  that  the  interests  of 
the  consumers  should  also  be  protected. 
Mr.  Deakin  was  then  of  opinion  that  ou^ng 
to  the  failure  of  the  Harvester  Excise 
Act,   an    amendment    of    the  Constitu- 
tion was  necessary  in  order  to  give  to 
the  Commonwealth  that  power.     He  was 
emphatic  in  stating  that  his  party  and  his 
Government  would   ask   the    consent  of 
Parliametit  to  such   an   amendment,  and 
take  a  referendum  of  the  people  at  the 
next  general  election.     But  now  we  find 
that,  in  order  to  sneak  back  into  office,  he 
has  dropped  the  idea  of  defective  new  pro- 
tecti<xi.     So  it  appears  to  me  that  Par- 
liament has  been  taken  in  altogether  by 
that  very  slippery  gentl«nan_,  that  the  last 
Tariff  v/as  passed  through  both  Houses 
under  absolutely  false  pretences  by  Mr. 
Deakin,  because  directly  the  manufacturers 
received  the  protection  that  they  required 
they  formed  a  CMnbination  to  try  to  pre- 
vent the  workers  from  getting  their  due 
share,  and  they  find  Mr.  Deakin  a  pliant 
tool  to  carry  out  their  desires.     What  do 
^ve  find  that  he  proposes  now?    He  pro- 
poses to  create  an  Inter-State  Commissi<Hi. 
To  do  what?    To  provide  effective  pro- 
lectiOT?     No,  but  to  equalise  the  condi- 
tions of  labour  in  the  several  States.  I 
wish  to  analyze   this  'document,  and  see 
reaJly  what  it   does  mean.     Instead  of 
giving  effective  protection  to  the  workers, 
instead  of  insuring  to  them  the  high  wages 
and  good  ctxiditions  to  which   they  are 
entitled,  because  of  the  Tariff,  the  present 
{Hxtposals  of  the  Prime  Minister  are  to 
federalize  sweating,  and  to  equalize  low 
wage  conditions  in  the  several  States.  What 
does  he  ptopose'f — 

Any  divergencies  between  industrial  conditions 
in  the  several  States  whicli  occasion  aa  unjust 


competition  between  Australian  industries  in  dif- 
ferent States  will  be  adjusted  by  the  Inter- 
State  Commission,  with,  of  course,  due  reyard 
to  all  the  interests  -affected,  whether  or  not  the 
unjustly  tomiietitivc  rates  exist  under  the  autho- 
rity of  local  industrial  tribunals.  CorreSpon 
dence  is  now  proceeding  with  the  State  Govern- 
ments in  respect  to  the  procedure  to  be  followed 
in  order  to  endow  the  Commission  with  this 
power. 

Instead  of  asking  the  people  of  Australia 
to  grant  to  this  Parliament  the  power 
which  he  was  so  emphatic  in  saying  was 
requisite,  he  now  proposes  to  go  cap  in 
hand,  to  crawl  round  on  his  hands  ana 
k:iee.-i,  and  beg  the  State  Governments  to 
give  him  that  ix)uer,  not  to  protect  the 
workers,  but  to  federalize  sweating.  Un- 
less the  Commonwealth  Parliament  has  the 
power  to  protect  the  workers  equally  with 
the  manufacturers,  what  is  going  to  be  the 
result?    Everybody  knows  that  the  manu- 
facturers desire  sweating  conditicms.  The\ 
desire  to  be  allowed  to  employ  labour  for 
the  longest  possible  hours  at  the  lowest 
possible  wages,  and  under  the  WOTSt  con- 
ditions they  can  get,  so  that  they  may  in- 
crease their  profit.      Each  manufacturer 
wants  conditions  which  will  insure  him  the 
greatest  profit,  and  that  only  can  be  se- 
cured, provided  that  he  can  work  his  men 
at  low  w!^;es  for  lOTg  hours,  and  under 
bad  conditions.     Every  State  desires  that 
manufactories  shall  be  established  within 
its  boundaries,  and  in  order  to  encourage 
manufacturers  they  say,  "We  will  give 
the  most  favorable  conditions  for  you,  al- 
though they  may  be  the  worst  conditions 
for  the  workers."      Consequently,  there 
will   be  a  continual  ampetitton  between 
the  States  to  bribe  manufacturers  to  come 
along  and  establish  their  industries.  Then 
what  power  does  Mr.  Deakin  propose  that 
the  Commonwealth  shall  have?  That  after 
this  competition   goes    on    between  the 
States,  if  there  is  any  difference  between 
bad  conditi<»is.  and  Icmg  hours  an  Inter- 
State  Commission  shall  come  along  and 
equalize  them.    His  whole  proposal  is  one 
to  federalize  bad  conditions  of  labour,  and 
to  equalize  sweating  in  the  various  States. 
We  find  a  man  like  Mr.  Mauger,  who  is 
a  member  of  the  Anti-Sweating  League, 
supporting  a  Government  which  proposes  to 
federalize  sweating,  and  sitting  cheek  bv 
pvl  with  a  man  like  Mr.  Archer,  who 
said  that  3s,  gd.  a  day  of  ten  hours  was 
an  excessive  rate  for  a  working  man. 

Senator  Dobson. — Who  said  that? 

Senator  GIVENS.--]^r.  Aicher,  and 
Senators    Cha^gy,,^^@B@nland  St. 
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Senator  Dobson. — r  doubt  the  state- 
ment. 

Senatw  Turley. — The  excuse  was  that 
the  industry  could  not  afford  it. 

S^atOT  Dobson. — I  thought  that  there 
was  some  qualification. 

Senator  GIVENS.— When  the  change 
of  Government  took  place,  I  quoted  herc 
the  official  record  of  what  they  said,  and 
they  could  not  deny  the  quotation.  Then 
we  have  Mr.  Hume  Cook»  another  of  these 
"good-as-labour  men,"  sitting  cheek  by 
jowl  with  Mr.  Palmer  and  Mr.  Till^ 
Brown. 

Senator  Dobson.  —  They  were  ail 
angels  when  they  supported  the  Labour 
Party. 

Senator  GIVENS. — They  never  sup- 
ported us.  We  kept  them  in  c^ce  for  a 
\ery  long  time  in  the  hope  that  we  might 
get  some  good  out  of  them  for  Australia, 
but  when  we  found  there  was  no  more 
good  to  be  got  out  of  them  we  got  rid 
of  them.  Quite  recently  I  quoted  what 
Mr.  Archer  said,  and  here  are  shining 
lights  of  the  Anti-Sweating  League  like 
Mr.  Mauger  and  Mr.  Hume  Cook  sitting 
in  the  same  boat  with  him. 

Senator  Gray.— The  honorable  senator 
quoted  his  own  interpretation,  that  is  all. 

Senattw  GIVENS.—I  did  not  do  any- 
thing of  the  kind.  Does  the  honorable 
senator  want  me  to  repeat  what  I  quoted 
here  when  the  change  of  Government  took 
place  quite  recently?  I  am  willing  to 
hand  to  him  the  Hansard  report,  and  ask 
him  what  intapretati(»i  he  puts  on  the 
passage.  That  is  what  the  Go\-emment's 
new  protection  proposals  amount  to.  But 
the  people  of  Australia  are  not  g(nng  to 
be  satisfied  with  that,  because  they  have 
made  up  their  minds  that  the  workers  are 
as  much  entitled  to  a  share  in  the  benefits 
of  protection  as  are  the  manufacturers.  I 
believe  that  when  the  time  comes  Parlia- 
ment will  refuse  to  sancticwi  this  vile  sub- 
stitute which  Mr.  Deakin  now  has  the 
impudence  to  put  forward  as  something  in 
lieu  of  effective  protection  for  the  ynxkcn. 
This  Ministerial  programme  contains  other 
nebulous  things  on  which  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  waste  time.  It  enunciates  a  policy 
of  immigratitxi — 

An  active  policv  of  imm:Brati<.a  will  be  un- 
dertaken,  tnd  will  be  expanded  ia  the  l&ht  of 
the  knowledge  made  available  bv  the  Coramii- 
8ion  and  the  Bureau,  and  with,  it  ia  hoped,  the 
ni.operatiOD  of  all  the  States. 

On  Wednesday  last,  I  was  in  another 
place,  and  one  of  the  first  questions  which 


occupied  the  attention  of  die.  Government 
was  raised  by  Dr.  Carty  Salmon,  a  Go- 
vernment su[^rter.  He  asked  if  the 
Postmaster-General  would  not  provide 
money  straight  away  to  complete  the  uo- 
dergrounding  of  the  telephone  lines  in 
Melbourne,  so  as  to  provide  work  for  the 
local  unemployed.  Yet,  in  the  face  of 
this  admission,  that  special  relief  works 
should  be  initiated  here,  the  Government 
which  he  is  supporting  is  talking  about 
bringing  in  a  large  number  of  immigrants. 
I  d^e  to  see  Australia  with  a  popuIa> 
tion  of  40,000,000,  instead  of  4,000,000. 
It  could  easily  carry  a  population  of 
40,000,000,  and  we  could  bring  the  im- 
migrants here  without  any  effort  if  we 
would  only  adopt  the  right  policy.  What 
is  the  policy  of  the  Deakin  Government, 
according  to  this  statement?  It  is  to 
briftg  men  here,  without  any  provision  being 
made  for  suitable  openings  for  them  on' 
tht  land  or  anywhere  else,  to  cwnpete  in 
an  already  over-stocked  labour  market. 
That  is  what  this  bald  statement  in  regan] 
to  inmiigration  with  the  co-operation  of  the 
States  means.  The  policy  we  advocate 
is  not  only  to  make  work  and  room  for  the 
people  already  here,  but  also  to  make 
ample  work  and  nDora  for  those  who  may 
be  brought  here  in  days  to  come,  and  that 
could  be  effectively  done  by  the  policy  of 
the  Fisher  Ministry. 

Senator  Henderson. — I  desire  to  call 
attention  to  the  state  of  the  benches. 
[Quorum  formed,"] 

Senator  GIVENS.— There  u  one  sane 
method  of  getting  population  into  Aus- 
tralia, which  the  Government,  I  am  sorrv 
to  say,  repudiate,  and  I  can  quite  under- 
stand why  they  do.  The  onlv  effective 
way  of  attracting  population  to'  Australia 
is  by  affording  people  an  opportunitv  to 
settle  upon  its  lands.  At  the  present  "time 
they  can  get  no  such  opportunity.  I  gather 
from  C<MnmonweaIth  statistics  that  since 
the  beginning  of  the  present  year  the  little 
State  of  Tasmania — notwithstanding  that 
its  population  in  proportion  to  its  size  and 
to  the  area  of  good  land  which  it  contains 
IS  a  very  small  one— has  lost  a  large  num- 
ber of  its  population.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
the  population  of  Tasmania  numbers  only 
about  185.000,  or  approximatelv  one-third 
that  of  the  city  of  ^felbourne.  Despite 
the  fact  that  it  possesses  perhaps  the  best 
climate  in  the  Commonwealth — a  climate 
which  is  eminently  congenial  to  the  people 
of  our  own  race— and  that  italso  boasts  the 
best  rainfall,  it  pQB»aBK«Ud^l^^  total 
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p(^lation  of  only  185,000,  and  instead  of 
its  numbers  increasing  they  are  decreasing. 
The  same  thing  is  going  on  in  Victoria  and 
in  some  of  the  other  States.  This  result 
is  directly  attributable  to  the  artificial  scar- 
city of  land,  which  is  choking  Australian 
prosperity.  Yet  that  is  the  son  of  thing 
whidi  is  being  upheld  by  the  present  Go- 
vernment, and  by  its  supporters.  The.  fact 
that  an  attempt  was  to  be  made  by  the  late 
Administratis  to  burst  up  the  existing  land 
monopoly  was  one  of  the  chief  reasms  why 
honorable  senators  opposite  onnbined  to 
displace  it.  Pressure  was  trcHight  to 
bear  

Senator  Dobson. — Ko  pressure  was 
thought  to  bear  upon  me. 

Senator  GIVENS.— Probably  the  pro- 
moters of  the  fusion  knew  that  the  honor- 
able senator  was  sufficient  of  a  reactionary 
already,  and  so  there  was  no  need  for  pres- 
sure to  be  exerted.  What  are  the  facts  in 
regard  to  the  present  condition  of  affairs  in 
Australia?  They,  are  that  there  is  ah  arti- 
ficial scarcity  of  land  

Senator  Frames. — An  artificial  scarcity 
of  mcmey. 

Senator  GIVENS.— The  position  is  not 
due  to  a  scarcity  of  m<Miey  at  all. 
•  Senator    Eraser. — Then  the  honorable 
senator  knows  nothing  about  the  matter. 

Senator  GIVENS. — There  is  a  scarcity 
of  money  with  which  to  pay  the  enormous 
prices  that  are  demanded  by  the  land  mono- 
polists. They  say,  "  We  are  willing  to 
&i4>divide — at  a  price."  Iliat  price,  I 
need  scarcely  add,  is  so  excessive  that  no 
man  who  pays  it  can  hope  to  make  his 
farming  operations  successful. 

Senator  Eraser. — We  want  to  introduce 
people  with  mwiey  from  abroad. 

Senator  GIVENS.— So  that  the  honor- 
able senator  may  have  an  opportunity  to 
'*Weed*'  them.  He  desires  the  introduc- 
tion of  soft  new  chums  with  money  so  that 
big  landholders  like  himself  may  have  an 
opportunity  of  relieving  them  of  their  cap- 
tal,  by  providing  tiiem  with  land,  which 
they  will  not  know  what  to  do  with.  I  have 
heard  it  stated  frequently  that  the  land 
mcmopolists  are  willing  to  cut  up  their 
estates.  We  all  know  that  the  States  Go- 
vernments have  not  any  land  which  is  suit- 
able for  agriculture,  and  which  is  situated 
close  to  a  railway,  available  for  settlement. 
In  Queensland  there  is  not  an  acre  of 
Crown  land  suitable  for  agriculture  which 
is  within  a  good  rainfall  area,  and  which 
is  accessible  to  market  If  the  Crown  pos- 
sessed any  such  land,  where  would  be  the 


necessity  for  the  Government  repurchasing 
large  estates? 

Senator  Eras&b. — Only  2  per  cent,  of 
the  Crown  lan(fe  of  Queensland  have  been 

alienated. 

Senator  GIVENS.— All  the  land  that  is 
suitable  for  agricultural  settlement  tias 
been  alienated  by  the  Crown.  The  land- 
holders are  witling  to  cut  up  their  estates 
at  a  price,  but  that  price  is  so  recessive  that 
no  man  could  hope  to  purchase  it  and  make 
a  success  of  his  fanning  operations. 

Senator  Eraser. — But  men  are  making  a 
success  upon  it. 

Senator  GIVENS.— They  may  do  so  in 
a  good  year,  but  certainly  they  cannot  hope 
to  do  so  in  a  bad  year.  Most  of  those  who 
purchase  agricultural  holdings  have  to  ob- 
tain accommodation  from  financial  insti- 
tutions over  long  terms.  In  order  that  thev' 
may  keep  up  their  payments,  even  in  good 
seasons,  they  have  to  sweat  themselves, 
their  wives,  and  their  children,  as  well  as 
everybody  working  for  them,  and  if  they 
are  overtaken  by  bad  seasais  they  are 
absolutely  ruined. 

Senator  Eraser. — Why,  land  can  be 
bought  at  Rockhampton  to-day  for  30s. 
per  acre. 

Senator  GIVENS. — Land  which  can  he 
acquired  at  Rockhampton  for  30s.  per  acre 
is  not  worth  3od.  per  acre.  What  has 
been  the  result  of  the  repurchase  of  large 
estates  by  the  States  Governments?  Na- 
turally landholders  desire  to  obtain  the 
highest  price  for  their  lands.  When  they 
know  that  a  State  Government  is  prepared 
to  expend  a  million  sterling  in  the  purchast 
of  large  estates,  what  takes  place?  An  in 
flation  of  land  values— the  very  thing  whicli 
is  detrimental  to  successful  settlement.  Th* 
first  necessity  of  the  farmer  is  cheap  land. 
That  is  his  raw  material,  and  without  it  he 
must  £o  to  the  wall. 

Senator  Eraser. — It  is  the  small  man 
who  has  increased  the  price  of  land  all  over 
Australia. 

Senator  GIVENS.-  Of  course  it  is.  The 
policy  of  the  Labour  Party  is  not  to  make 
land  dearer,  but  to  cheapen  it 

Senator  Eraser.- — To  burst  up  estates— 
to  rob  the  present  owners. 

Senator  GIVENS.— It  is  landholders 
who  have  been  robbing  the  community  alV 
the  time.  They  have  been  indulging  in- 
common,  downright  thieving.  Only  the 
otiier  day  we  were  told  by  a  very  distin 
guished  statesman  in  the  Old  Country  thai 
it  was  time  people  adopT&cL  plaifl^ijeakin^;. 
He  added  thatP^^itS^iSS^Ids  undei 
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which  money  was  now  accumulated  was 
plain  stealing.  I  do  not  desire  to  be  so 
severe  as  that.  I  wish  rather  to  discuss  this 
question  in  the  light  of  our  recognised  con- 
vCTti<»is.  Viewing  it  in  that  way/1  would 
ask  Senator  Fraser :  Who  created  our 
land  values?  Was  it  not  the  people  of 
Australia?  All  the  unearned  increment  is 
due  to  the  presence  of  the  people  and  to 
their  industry  and  enterprise.  Who  has 
robbed  them  of  that  which  they  have 
created  ?  The  land  monopolist.  He  has 
confiscated  what  they  have  earned,  and  yet 
because  we  now  desire  to  secure  the  return 
to  the  people  of  a  small  portion  of  the  un- 
earned increment,  we  are  accused  of  rob- 
bery. Who  had  a  right  to  sell  the  land 
of  Australia,  which  was  given  to  the  people 
by  the  Almighty? 

Senator  Fraser. — The  British  people 
gave  it  to  us. 

Senator  GIVENS.— They  did  not.  They 
stayed  at  Home,  and  we  came  out  hare  and 
conquered  the  wilderness  for  ourselves. 
What  did  the  people  of  England  do  to  re- 
claim Australia  from  the  bush  and  to  de- 
ralop  its  resources?  We  ought  to  have  a 
population  of  40,000,600  in  the  Common- 
wealth. 

Senator  Fraser. — Who  has  prevented 
that  but  the  Labour  Party? 

Senator  GIVENS.— The  land  mono- 
polists, of  wh(Hn  Senator  Fraser  is  one, 
have  prevented  it.  They  say  to  the  people, 
"  Unless  you  give  us  our  toll,  unless  you 
pay  the  price  that  we  demand  we  will  not 
gi\'e  you  a  single  inch  of  land  upon  which 
to  set  your  foot."  In  the  Western  District 
of  Victoria,  only  a  few  hours'  journey  from 
Melbourne,  is  to  be  found  some  of  the 
finest  land  in  the  Ccxnmonwealth.  It  en- 
jovs  probably  the  best  climate  in  Australia, 
and  embraces  an  area  of  about  100  miles  by 
50  or  60  miles.  Vet  it  carries  only  a  hand- 
ful of  people.  It  is  safe  to  say  that  that 
stretch  of  country  would  provide  a  cwnfort- 
able  livelihood  far  the  entire  population  of 
Victoria. 

Senator  Walker. — ^Who  sold  the  lands? 
Was  it  not  the  States  Governments? 

Senator  GIVENS.— Yes.  But  I  say  that 
they  had  no  right  to  sell  them. 

Senator  Vardon. — Had  they  not  the  law 
at  their  back? 

Senator  GIVENS.— That  fact  does  not 
make  their  action  ri^t.  If  everybody  in 
the  ages  past  had  entertained  the  same  re- 
fOT  law  that  Senator  Vardon  appears 
itertain,  what  progress  should  we  have 


had  ?  If  his  idea  had  obtained,  we  should 
be  under  a  despotic  form  of  govonment  to- 
day. 

Senator  Vawxwi. — ^The  people  have  the 
power  to  change  the  law. 

Senator  GIVENS.— That  is  what  the 
Labour  Party  proposed  to  do.  They  pro- 
posed to  alter  the  law,  and  to  hand  back 
to  the  conununity  a  small  portion  of  the 
unearned  increment  which  it  had  created. 
That  is  the  remedy  whidi  I  am  suggesfing 
for  the  small  population  at  present  settled 
in  Australia. 

SenatOT  Fraser.— I  own  land  at  Queens- 
cliff,  and  the  honwable  sena^  may  have 
it  for  50  per  cent  less  than  I  paid  for  it. 

Senator  GIVENS.— Senator  Eraser 
knows  perfectly  toII  that  it  is  idle  to  en- 
deavour to  generalise  from  individual  cases. 
He  may  own  a  piece  of  land  which  has 
decreased  in  value  99  per  cent.,  but  that 
does  not  alter  the  fact  that  the  alienated 
lands  of  Australia  as  a  whole,  have  enor- 
mously increased  in  value  and  are  increasing 
in  value  every  year. 

Senator  Walker. — If  the  honorable  sena- 
tor is  g(»ng  to  allow  for  the  unearned  incre- 
ment, he  ought  also  to  allow  foe  decrement. 

Senator  GIVENS.— No.  Because  a  man 
pays  an  artificially  high  price  f6r  a  piece 
of  land,  why  should  the  country  be  saddled 
with  his  bad  bargain?  All  these  bad  bar- 
gains could  never  occur  if  there  were  a 
I>roper  system  by  which  the  unearned  incre- 
ment were  taken  by  the  people. 

Senator  Walker.— Surely  if  the  Go\-ern- 
ment  take  the  increment,  allowance  ought 
to  be  made  for  the  decrement  ? 

Senator  GIVENS.  —  Originally,  the 
greater  part  of  the  land  of  Australia  was 
sold  for  about  los.  an  acre.  I  have  never 
found  any  person  buying  land  m»pt  at  its 
productive  value  at  the  time  of  the  pur- 
chase, unless  it  were  for  speculative  pur- 
poses; and  where  people  lx>ught  land  at 
its  productive  value,  it  is  in  all  probability- 
worth  not  less  to-dav. 

Senator  St.  Ledger. — ^\\^ouId  the  honor- 
able senator  prefer  land  naticMinllzatiMi  <x 
a  progressive  land  tax,  or  both? 

Senator  GIVENS.— A  progressive  land 
tax  would  aoccxnplish  all  that  is  desiied. 
It  would  nationalize  the  unearned  incie- 
ments. 

Senator  St.  Ledger.— Then  a  land  tax 
would  virtuallv  nationaliie  the  land? 

Senator  GIVENS.— It  would  nationalize 
the  unearned  increment.  If  these  large 
estates  were  burst  up,  there  would  be  room 
in  Australia  for  i^flm5^(P^feerary 
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one  of  them  living  in  prosperity  and  cwn- 
fort,  and  enjoying,  not  only  the  necessaries, 
but  the  luxuries,  of  life.  But  the  land 
monopolist  stands  in  the  way,  and  says, 
"  Unless  you  pay  my  price,  you  cannot  put 
vour  foot  on  a  single  inch  of  my  land. 
Trespassers  will  be  prosecuted.  Get  o£F  the 
earth!  *'  He  says,  in  effect,  ''The  earth 
is  the  landlords',  and  the  fulness  thereof." 
We  shall  nevCT  rest  until  we  have  taken  this 
strangling  power  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
land  monopolists,  and  rescued  this  young 
country  frcMii  the  blighting  curse  of  land- 
lordism. 

Senator  Walker. — Who  are  the  largest 
land  monopolists  in  Australia  ? 

Senator  GIVENS.— The  financial  insti- 
tutions, and  principally  the  banks. 

S«iator  Walker.— No;  the  State  is  the 
largest  land  mcmopolist. 

Senator  GIVENS. — I  am  speaking  of 
privately  owned  land.  In  every  part  of  Aus- 
tralia we  find  an  artificial  scarcity  of  land. 
In  Queensland,  where  there  are  millions  of 
acres,  that  artificial  scarcity  exists  just  as 
acutely  as  it  does  elsewhere.  That  fact  is 
proved  by  the  constant  clamour  there  is  for 
the  Government  to  resume  big  estates  and 
cut  tliem  up  amongst  the  people.  But  the 
Government,  in  so  doing,  have  to  use  the 
jjeople's  money,  and  the  effect  of  the  Go- 
\'ernment  going  into  the  market  is  to  run 
up  the  price  of  land  inordinately.  The  re- 
sult is  that  the  unfortunate  man  who  buys 
land  is  hampered  for  all  time  by  the  exces- 
sive price  that  he  has  paid.  A  prc^ressive 
land  tax  would  operate  m  a  purely  automatic 
way.-  We  do  not  propose  to  take  anything 
from  the  landlord  which  is  rightfully  his. 
We  simply  propose  to  give  back  to  the 
people  a  small  portion  of  the  value  which 
they  themselves  have  created.  Incidentally, 
that  policv  will  ha\e  the  most  valuable  re- 
sult of  bursting  up  the  big  estates  and 
creating  c^portunities  for  an  enormous 
number  of  people  to  go  upon  the  land  and 
make  a  comfortable  living  there,  without 
l)eing  handicapped  by  having  to  pay  too 
high  a  price.  This  policy  is  not  only  es- 
sential for  the  progress  of  Australia,  but 
is  essential  for  its  defence.  Honorable 
senators  opposite  prate  about  their  loj-alty 
to  the  British  Government,  and  of  what 
ihey  will  do  for  the  Empire.  All  they  are 
doing  by  maintaining  this  curse  of  land 
monopoly  of  theirs  is  to  keep  Australia  an 
empty  Continent,  and  prevent  a  great  num- 
ber of  people  from  coming  here  and  de- 
fending the  country. 


Senator  Fkaser. — ^The  bcxiOTable  sena- 
tor's party  would  not  do  much  for  the  Em- 
pire. 

Senator  GIVENS. — The  honorable  sena- 
tor who  interjects  reminds  me  of  a  woman 
going  up  and  down  the  street  and  proclaim- 
ing how  virtuous  she  is.  Nobody  believes 
in  the  honesty  of  a  woman  like  that. 

Senator  Eraser. — I  believe  that  when- 
ever the  Empire  is  in  trouble,  the  honorable 
senator's  party  is  opposed  to  it. 
The  PRESIDENT.— Order ! 
Senator  Eraser. — Mr.  President,  I  am 
speaking  facts. 

Senator  GIVENS.— The  most  that  Sena- 
tor  Eraser  and  men  of  his  kidney  have  done 
for  the  Empire  is  to  sweat  His  Majesty's 
subjects,  crush  them  down,  and  make  it 
difficult  for  them  to  lire. 

The  PRESIDENT.— I  must  ask  the 
honorable  senator  not  to  make  a  direct  at- 
tack upon  another  honorable  senator. 

Senator  GIVENS. — If  any  one  makes 
an  attack  upon  me.  surely  I  have  the  right 
to  reply.    I  am  enjoying  this  cross-firing. 

Senator  Eraser.— If  I  were  as  young 
us  the  honorable  senator  is,  I  would  give 
it  to  him ;  on  the  Ooor  of  the  Senate,  I 
mean,  not  outside. 

Senator  GIVEXS. — I  am  not  frightened 
that  Senator  Eraser  is  not  my  age,  though 
I  have  no  doubt  that  he  would  give  me 
short  shrift  if  he  could.  However,  I  know 
quite  well  that  his  bark  is  worse  than  his 
bite,  and  I  take  all  his  remarks  with  a  very 
good  grace. 

Senator  Pulsford. — We  hope  that  we 
mav  do  the  same  with  Senator  Givens'  re- 
marks, but  I  am  not  so  sure. 

Senator  GIVENS.— I  am  not  at  all  con- 
cerned with  what  Senator  Pulsford  thinks. 

Senator  St.  Ledger. — What  area  of 
land  would  the  honorable  senator  say 
that  a  man  should  hold  to  constitute  him  a 
land  monopolist? 

Senator.  GIVENS.— Everything  depends 
upon  the  suitability  of  the  land  for  a  par- 
ticular purpose.  Fire  thousand  acres  of 
land  in  the  Western  District  of  Queens- 
land would  not  make  a  man  so  great  a 
monopolist  as  would  500  acres  in  one  of 
the  agricultural  areas.  It  is  impossible  to 
mention  a  specific  area  applicable  to  all 
Australia. 

Senator  Vardon. — Owning  one-tenth  of 
an  acre  in  Collins-street,  Melbourne,  would, 
I  suppose,  constitute  a  man  a  monopolist? 

Senator  GIVENS.— Of  course.  But 
Senator  St.  Ledger  w£uite  me  tf  state  the 
impossible.    I  Doijcself  Mia^C^  Inspiration 
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to  see  Australia  peopled  by  as  many  mil- 
lions as  we  now  have  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands in  the  a>untr}-.  That  can  easily  be 
done  if  we  take  proper  steps  to  provide  for 
the  peopld  who  are  here,  and  who  will 
come.  We  should  afford  to  our  population 
an  opportunity  of  making  a  living  without 
having  to  work  for  a  b(KS.  Coming  to  a 
few  other  items  in  the  Government  state- 
ment, I  obswve  that  it  is  stated  that  there 
is  a  necessity  for  the  appointmMit  of  a 
High  Commissioner.  The  Governiocnt  also 
contemplate  creating  an  Inter-State  Com- 
mission. It  appears,  therefOTO,  that  the 
Government  want  to  have  several  billets  to 
fill,  so  that  tbe^  may  be  able  to  stave  off 
possible  opposition. 

Senator  Fraser. — The  honorable  senator 
might  have  a  show. 

Senator  GIVENS. — I  have  no  desire  to 
fasten  myself  as  a  parasite  on  this 
country. 

Senator  Eraser. — The  honorable  senator 
expected  to  becrane  a  Minister  some  time 
ago,  I  think. 

Senator  GIVENS.  —  Presumably  the 
Inter-State  Commission  will  consist  of  three 
members.  The  High  Commissi(xiership 
will  afford  an  opportunity  for  another  ap- 
pointment. Probably  there  will  be  other 
tnllets  to  fill  in  connexion  with  the  High 
Gxnmissionership.  We  have  been  told  that 
an  Advisory  Board  will  be  necessary.  So 
that  the  oppcHtunities  for  putrcxiage  which 
the  Government  are  providing  are  prac- 
tically inexhaustible.  They  have  adopted 
a  principle  in  the  foimation  of  the  present 
Ministry  which  has  not  been  adopted  be- 
fore. Ten  Ministers  have  been  appointed, 
including  an  additional  Honorary  Minister. 
But  we  know  that  an  "  honorary  " 
ministership  is  a  polite  fiction.  Xo  Minis- 
ter occupies  an  honorary  place.  The  mem- 
bers of  the  Government  *' whack"  the 
2,000  per  annum  amongst  them,  and  the 
H(»x>rary  Ministers  get  their  share,  just  as 
do  those  who  hold  pcHtfolios.  If  the  Go- 
vernment have  a  right  to  go  on  appointing 
extra  Honorary  Ministers,  they  will  be  able 
to  corrupt  the  whole  Parliament. 

Senator  Gray. — Were  there  not  Honor- 
ary Ministers  in  the  Labour  Government? 

Senator  GIVENS.— We  had  the  usual 
number  of  Ministers.  There  was  an  Hon- 
orary Minister  in  the  Senate  to  look  after 
the  Departments  controlled  by  Ministers  - 
occupying  seats  in  another  place,  and  there 
was  an  Honorary  Minister  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  to  look  after  the  interests 


of  the  Department  controlled  by  the  Min- 
ister in  the  Senate.  That  was  all  that  was 
necessary.  I  am  not  speaking  particularly 
of  the  present  Government,  but  if  any  Go- 
vernment is  to  have  the  right  to  include  as 
many  Honorary  Ministers  as  it  likes,  that 
right  will  be  subi'ersive  of  honesty  in  Par- 
liament. 

Senator  Lt.-Colcmel  Cameron. — It  will 
beccxne  an  honour  to  be  a  prii'ate  member 
without  a  seat  in  the  Cabinet. 

Senator  GIVEXS. — That  is  what  things 
will  cwne  to.  The  Government  are  leav- 
ing openings  for  the  distribution  of  patron- 
age which  they  will  probably  find  very  use- 
ful for  placating  disappointed  supporters 
later  on.  I  do  not  object  to  the  creation 
of  the  High  Commissionership.  I  thuik 
that  the  position  should  have  been  fillet} 
long  ago.  Further,  I  will  venture  the 
(^ini(xi  that  the  old  leader  of  the  Free- 
trade  Party  in  this  Parliament  is  the  one 
man  whom  I  should  like  to  see  appointed. 
I  allude  to  Mr.  Reid.  He  is  the  cmly  man 
whom  I  would  trust  to  express  the  Austra- 
lian sentiment  in  the  Old  Country. 

Senator  Guthrie. — What  about  Senator 
Symon? 

Senator  GIVEXS. — I  am  not  sure  tliat 
Senator  Symon  is  on  the  Ministerial  side 
in  politics,  and  I  was  referring  to  Govern- 
ment supporters.    The  man  who  has  been 
intriguing  for  the  ])osition,  Sir  John  For- 
rest— and  he  has  been  engineering  for  it 
durjng  the  last  seven  years,  and  actually 
secured  the  sending  of  a  man  to  London  to 
keep  the  seat  warm  for  him — will  never  be 
appointed  if  I  can  prevent  it.     I  think 
that  his  appointment  would  be  disastrous 
to  Australia.    He  has  done  nothing  but 
engineer  in  his  own  interests,  and  for  his 
own  purposes,  ever  since  he  came  into  this 
Parliament.    He  does  not  care  a  straw  for 
the  well-being  of  the  people  of  Australia. 
T  do  not  say  that  because  of  party  feeling. 
Every  one  knows  that  I  am  politically  op- 
posed to  Mr.  Reid.  Vet  I  can  say,  honestly 
and  fearlessly,  that  I  would  gladly  wel- 
come his  appointment  as  High  Commis- 
sioner, and  hope  that  he  will  get  it  in  pre- 
ference to  any  other  man  on  the  Mintsteri.Tl 
side  in  politics  at  the  present  time.  T 
am  expressing  my  honest  opinion.    If  this 
Government  is  going  to  be  allowed  to  create 
billets  for  political  friends  as  their  dele- 
gate to  the  Old  Country  years  ago  created 
a  billet  for  his  brother-in-law,  they  will 
ultimatelv  corrupt  Parliunent,  and  the  in- 
terests of  the  co»^|^^^i<3^^^fe  in 
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the  hands  of  a  Government  guilty  of  such 
ccxiduct. 

Senator  Fraser. — The  honorable  senator 
would  not  have  them  give  appointments  to 
their  opponents? 

Senator    GIVENS.— I  would  not  have 
th^  create  billets  in  order  to  placate  poli- 
tical friends,     I  have  just  told  Senator 
Fraser  that  I  would  sooner  see  Mr.  George 
Reid  appointed  High  Commissioner  than 
^ny  man  on  the  Other  side,  and  he  has  al- 
ways been  a  political  opponent  of  mine.  If 
a  political  opponent  were  the  best  man  for 
a  post,  I  should  give  it  to  him.    I  am  not 
sure  that  if  the  matter  came  to  a  vote  to- 
morrow, I  should  not  be  prepared  to  give 
my  vote  for  th(>  appointment  of  Mr.  Reid 
as  High  C<xnmissioner    in  preference  to 
almost  any  other  man  I  know.    That  is  the 
way  in  which  I  would  be  prepared  to  treat 
a  political  opponent;  but  perhaps  Senator 
Fraser  is  unable  to  understand  that  kind  of 
thing.    I  notice  a  little  further  on  in  the 
Ministerial  statem«it,  that  an  endeavour  is 
to  be  made  to  cheapen  the  cable  charges 
between  Australia  and  the  Mother  Country. 
I  should  like  to  know  what  provision  the 
Government  propose  to  make  to  safeguard 
the  interests  of  the  general  taxpayer  in  this 
connexion.     Are  the  cable   rates  to  be 
-cheapened  in  order  that  the  general  taxpayer 
may    bear    the    burden  ?     I   ask  that 
question     becatise,     when     the  Pacific 
Cable  was  started,   it  was  at  the  cost 
and  charge  of  the  general  taxpayers  of  the 
countries  interested,  chieAy  Grea;  Britain, 
Canada,  and  Australia.    A  great  agitation 
was  begun  at  the  time,  because  the  rates 
charged  by  the  private  monopoly  which  con- 
troUed  the  whole  of  the  business  of  tele- 
graphing to  and  from  Australia  and  the 
Old  Country  were  unconscionably  excessive, 
fn  order  to  reduce  the  cable  chargesi  an 
agitation  was  got  up  for  a  Government 
and    all-British    cable    from  Australia, 
through  Canada  to  Great  Britain.  What 
was  the  result  of  this  agitation?  The  news- 
paper proprietors,  the  stock  exchanges,  and 
the  big  merchants  here,  were  all  at  the  back 
of  the  agitation  for  the  reduction  of  rates 
and  the  starting  of  an  "all  red"  cable 
to  bring  that  reduction  about ;  but  when  the 
Pacific  Cable  was  completed,  these  people 
actually  boycotted  the  Government  cable  as 
soon  as  the  private  monopoly  reduced  their 
rates.     This  was  the  loyalty  of  Senator 
Fraser,  and  his  friends  who  were  prating 
nbout  the  establishment  of  an  "  all  red  *' 
Government  cable.    The  peoj^  who  agi- 


tated for  the  construction  of  the  Pacific 
Cable  refused  it  their  custwn,  with  the  result 
that  the  taxpayers  of  Australia,  Canada, 
and  Great  Britain  have  been  saddled  with 
the  cost  of  providing  cheap  cables  for 
these  people.  The  newspaper  proprietors 
who  made  tlie  greatest  outcry  against  the 
exorbitant  charges  of  the  monopoly,  refused 
to  do  any  business  at  al!  with  the  Pacific 
Cable. 

Senator  Fraser. — The  Pacific  Cable  is 
improving  its  position  every  year  by  tens 
of  thousands  of  pounds. 

Senator  GIVENS.— That  may  be  so;  but 
it  is  in  spite  of  the  people  to  whom  I 
refer;  and  it  is  still  a  very  considerable 
burden  on  the  general  taxpayers. 

Senator  Fraser. — That  is  pure  imagina- 
tion. 

Senator  GIVENS.— How  much  business 
does  the  Pacific  Cable  get  from  the  press  of 
Australia  at  the  present  time?  I  give 
some  idea  of  the  loyalty  of  these  people 
when  I  say  that  the  Pacific  Cable  gets  no 
business  from  them.  It  does  not  get  a 
look  in. 

Senator  Fraser. — Private  enterprise  al- 
ways beats  State  enterprise;  that  is  the 
trouble. 

Senator  GIVENS.— Private  enterprise 
in  this  case  would  have  refused  to  reduce 
the  cable  rates  by  one  farthing  if  the  people 
had  not  put  up  the  money  to  build  another 
line.  After  they  had  done  so,  the  monopoly 
said,  "Give  us  all  vour  business  and  we 
will  quote  low  rates  "  ;  and  the  loyaltv  of 
the  people  who  were  foremost  in  the  agita- 
tion for  the  construction  of  the  Pacific 
Cable  was  such  that  they  backed  the  private 
enterprise  against  the  interests  of  their  own 
country. 

Senator  Fraser.— Let  me  tell  the  hon- 
orable senator  that  in  a  few  years  the  Pacific 
Cable  will  be  paying  everybody. 

Senator  GIVENS.— It' will  take  a  con- 
siderable time  yet. 

Senator  Fraser.— No,  it  will  not. 

Senator  GIVENS.— It  will.  And  how 
long  will  it  take  to  pay  back  what  it  has 
already  lost? 

Senator  TuRLEY. — There  is  ^'67,000  of 
a  deficit  this  year  on  the  operations  of 
the  Pacific  Cable. 

Senator  GIVENS.—That  is  not  a  cir- 
cumstance compared  with  previous  d^dts. 

Senator  St.  Ledger. — There  is  no  such 
thing  as  lovaltv  in  business. 

Senator  GIVENS.— pfooursaJhere  is 
not.     Patriotisagitge4Syt^<3fc*^  wh*- 
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profits  are  concerned.  You  will  find  a  gun 
manufacturer,  or  a  manufacturer  of  am- 
munition who,  for  the  sake  of  profit,  will 
arm  the  enemies  of  his  country.  And 
these  are  the  people  who  prate  loudest  of 
loyalty. 

Senator  Fearce. — Thwsands  of  rifles 
sold  by  our  Defence  Department  to  a  re- 
putable British  firm  were  afterwards  sold 
to  the  Hill  Tribes  in  India  to  be  used 
against  Bxitish  soldiers. 

Senator  GIVENS.— That  is  business; 
but  it  is  not  patriotism.  -  It  is  greed  like 
the  greed  of  those  who  claim  unearned  in- 
ccement. 

Senator  Fraser. — The  members  of  the 
Labour  Pajty  are  the  only  pure  people. 
When  Socialism  arrives,  we  shall  be  all 
right.    We  shall  all  be  ia  Heaven  then. 

Senator  GIVENS.— I  can  inform  the 
honorable  senator  that  he  is  enjoying  a  very 
considerable  measure  of  Socialism  to-day. 
I  intended  to  speak  on  the  questions  of 
finance,  telephones,  and  States  rights ;  but 
as  I  do  not  wish  to  monopolize  the  atten- 
tion of  honorable  members,  I  shall 
only  briefly  glance  at  those  subjects. 
\yith  regard  to  the  question  of  finance, 
after  the  Fisher  Government  had  aimounced 
its  policy  in  the  Prime  Minister's  speech  at 
Gympie,  Mr.  Deakin,  the  present  Prime 
Alinister,  took  the  Fisher  Government 
severely  to  task  because  he  said  their  finan- 
cial policy  Avas  not  suflSciently  definite, 
and  did  not  disclose  where  Mr.  Fisher  as 
Treasurer  proposed  to  get  the  money  re- 
quired to  carry  out  the  proposals  of  the  Go- 
vernment. Suppose,  for  the  moment,  that 
his  charge  in  that  regard  was  justifiable, 
what  defence  can  Mr.  Deakin  offer  far  liis 
own  nebulous  statement  \<^ith  regard  to 
finance?  Here  we  have  the  whole  state- 
ment befwe  us ;  and  it  does  not  give  a  single 
particular  to  indicate  where  he  expects  to 
get  a  shilling  of  the  money  required, 
although  every  one  knows  that  not  merely 
an  extra  shilling,  but  tens  of  thousands  of 
pounds  additional  revenue  will  be  required. 
Mr.  Deakin  proposes  to  have  something  to 
do  with  all  the  schemes  formulated  by  Mr. 
Fisher,  and  in  addition,  to  give  ;^2, 000,000 
as  a  present  to  Great  Britain.  Yet  there 
is  not  .a  word  in  his  statement  as  to 
where  he  proposes  to  find  a  shilling  of  it. 
Mr.  Fisher  did  submit  a  tangible  scheme  for 
raising  the  revenue  requireH.  He  expected 
to  secure  a  considerable  amount  from  silver 
coinage,  from  the  issue  of  Commonwealth 
notes,  and  by  the  imposition  of  a  land  tax. 
"  *  Mr.  Deakin  has  not  given  any  intima- 


tion as  to  where  he  intends  to  get  a  single 
farthing.  Mr.  Fisher's  pciicy  was  a  sane, 
well-thought-out  policy,  and  he  pledged 
his  reputation,  which  has  never  yet  been 
sullied,  that  he  could  finance  the  whole  of 
his  proposals  on  the  lines  he  indicated.  Mr. 
Deakin  does  not  pledge  anything.  I  am 
exceedingly  doubtful  whether  he  has  any 
reputation  to  pledge ;  but  whatever  reputa- 
tion he  may  have,  he  does  not  put  it  in 
pawn  on  this  occasion,  although  it  is  about 
the  only  thing  he  does  not  propose  to  pawn. 
For  a  very  long  time,  I  have  been  of 
opinion  that  there  has  been  an  organized 
conspiracy  amongst  the  wealthy  people  of 
Australia  and  the  people  representing  the 
wValth  and  moneyed  interests  of  the  country, 
to  force  the  C<xnmonwealth  into  a  borrow- 
ing policy.  I  believe  that  it  has  been,  to 
a  certain  extent,  successful.  It  has  been 
responsible  fot  the  "  fusion,"  as  a  neces- 
sary preliminary  to  launching  the  Common- 
wealth into  a  borrowing  policy.  I  believe 
that  one  of  the  financial  schemes  which  will 
be  brought  down  by  the  present  Ministry 
will  involve  an  attempt  to  saddle  the  cost  of 
necessary  services  to  be  undertaken  by  the 
Commonwealth,  upon  indirect  taxation  for 
all  time.  I  am  opposed  to  indirect  taxaticm. 
I  say  thit,  under  our  present  system,  the 
poor  man  has  to  bear  too  great  a  share 
of  that  taxation. 

Senator  PulsfOrd. — Hear  hear ;  and  the 
honorable  senator  was  foremost  in  putting 
it  upon  him. 

Senator  GIVENS.— I  did  nothing  of  the 
kind.  I  voted  against  every  duty  designed 
merely  to  raise  revenue,  as  I  should  do 
again  to-morrow.  I  have  no  use  for  a 
Tariff  as  a  machine  for  raising  revenue.  I 
do  not  want  it  for  that  purpose  at  all.  The 
<mly  use  I  have  for  a  Tariff  is  as  an  instru- 
ment to  foster  industries  and  create  new  in- 
dustries. I  do  not  desire  that  a  single 
shilling  of  revenue  should  be  raised  by  a 
Tariff.  I  voted  for  protective  duties  be- 
cause, if  goods  are  made  here,  they  need 
not  be  imported  from  abroad  and  have  to 
pay  duty.  Our  free-trade  friends  are 
doubtless  unable  to  understand  that  aspect 
of  the  question;  but  the  time  now  at  mv 
disposal  will  not  permit  of  my  taking  thetn- 
in  hand  to  teach  them. 

Senator  Pulsforo. — It  is  lack  of  ability, 
not  of  time. 

Senator  GIVENS.— The  only  ability  the 
honorable  senator  ever  displayed  was  in 
"barracking"  for  the  foreign  mamifacturer. 
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and  in  trying  to  deprive  Australian  work- 
men of  the  right  to  produce  Australian 
goods,  whilst  oe  endeavoured  to  have  ad- 
mitted free  the  products  of  the  sweated 
labour  of  other  countries.  I  have  said  that  I 
believe  one  of  the  methods  to  be  proposed  by 
the  present  Government  for  raising  money, 
though  they  have  not  had  the  courage  to 
put  it  down  in  black  and  white  in  the  Min- 
isterial statement,  is  indirect  taxation 
through  the  Customs.  Will  Senator  Puls- 
ford  and  his  friends  vote  against  taxa- 
tion CXI  tea  or  some  other  commodity  which 
we  do  not  produce  in  Australia,  and  which 
will  be  imposed  merely  for  the  purpose  of 
taxing  the  poor  pec^Ie? 

Senator  Gkay. — ^The  hraorable  senator 
voted  for  a  tax  on  tea. 

Senator  GIVENS.— I  never  did  anything 
of  the  kind.  My  vote  on  tea  was  to  make 
it  absolutely  fiee.  That  is  a  proposal 
which  I  think  the  Government  will  sutenit; 
but  they  will  find  it  a  very  hard  job  to  get 
a  tax  of  that  kind  through  the  Senate ;  and 
they  will  find  it  an  exceedingly  difficult 
matter  to  get  the  indorsement  of  the  people 
of  Australia  for  any  policy  of  that  kind. 
With  regard  to  the  p(uicy  of  borrowing,  I 
would  say  that  while  it  might  be  justifiable 
and  permissible  in  the  early  days  of  a 
State  even  to  bcMTOw  largely,  as  time  goes 
on  and  public  works  become  well  organized, 
the  necessity  to  borrow  money  should  dis- 
appear. What  would  be  thought  of  a  mao 
who,  starting  in  business  in  a  large  way, 
legitimately  borrowed  money,  if,  instead  of 
reducing  his  indebtedness  as  years  went  on, 
he  continued  to  pile  up  his  indebtedness? 

Senator  Colonel  Neild. — But  one  man 
does  not  increase  in  numbers,  whilst  the 
pcmulation  of  a  country  does  increase. 

Senator  GIVENS.— As  the  population 
increases,  the  burden  is  distributed  over  a 
greater  number,  and,  therefore,  the  need 
to  borrow  should  become  less.  It  is  mani- 
festly more  difficult  for  5,000  men  to  build 
100  miles  of  railway,  than  it  would  be  for 
500,000  men  to  do  so.  Therefore,  I  say 
that  while  in  the  early  history  of  a  new 
country  it  might  be  found  necessary  to 
borrow  for  the  construction  of  public  works, 
as  time  goes  on,  and  the  resources  and  popu- 
lation of  the  country  advance,  the  necessity 
to  borrow  mcmey  should  disappear.  The 
idea  of  these  honorable  gentlemen  to  make 
a  great  country  is  to  pawn  it,  to  free  them- 
selves from  all  lialnlity,  to  let  the  baby 
carry  the  burden. 

Senator  Gray. — The  honorable  senator's 
imagination  again. 


Senator  GIVENS.— That  is  the  actual 
method  which  they  are  always  proposing. 

Senator  Coloiel  Neild. — ^The  honorable 
senator  is  opposed  to  the  practice  of  the 
entire  world. 

Senator  GIVENS.— When  Great  Britain 
wants  to  build  a  n^vy  at  a  cost  of 
^^30,000,000,  does  she  run  to  the  money 
market?  No;  she  raises  money  by  general 
taxation.  That  reminds  me  that  the  people 
in  Great  Britain  who,  for  party  purposes, 
as  Senator  Symon  said,  were  making:  a 
howl  for  more  Dreadnoughts — I  allude  to 
tlje  Tories  and  the  Fat  Men  generally — are 
the  very  persons  who,  when  the  Govern- 
ment proposes  to  raise  the  necessary  money, 
refuse  to  sanction  the  imposition  of  stich  a 
tax  as  would  raise  a  single  farthing  to  build 
more  ships  of  that  class.  These  are  the 
loyal  people — the  people  who  howl  about 
building  more  Dreadnoughts,  and  yet  refuse 
to  contribute  a  single  farthing  of  the  neces- 
sary cost  of  constructioa  That  is  realU- 
what  is  occurring  in  the  Old  Country.  All 
the  wealthy  people,  and  some  of  the  so- 
called  Liberals,  too,  are  up  in  arms  against 
the  Government's  proposal.  Thev  will  not 
give  the  necessary  taxing  authority ;  thev 
will  fight  the  Government  tooth  and  nail 
to  prevent  them  fnxn  raising  enough  monev 
to  buy  even  a  whaleboat.  Yet  they  talk 
at  large  about  building  eight  or  ten  more 
Dreadnoughts.  U  honorable  senators  op- 
posite had  their  way,  this  country  would, 
like  the  lost  soul  in  the  Vision  of  Judgment^ 
be  eternally  damned.  They  would  like 
every  resource  of  this  country  to  be  con- 
tinually up  the  spout,  because  thev  sav  it 
is  such  a  valueless  country  that,  if  it  were 
not  f<x  the  pawnbrokers,' we  could  not  do 
anything  for  ourselves. 

Senator  Fraser.— It  is  British  capita! 
which  has  de%-eloped  this  countrv.  The 
honorable  senator  ought  to  know  that, 
surely. 

Senator  GIVEXS.— The  honorable 
senator  does  not  take  any  stock  of  the 
marihocd  of  this  country.  His  creed  is 
capital,  dead  money. 

Senator  Eraser. — It  is  British  capital 
that  I  am  speaking  of. 

Senator  GIVENS.— Xot  onlv  do  the 
wealthy  landed  people  of  this  country  de- 
sire to  escape  their  due  share  of  taxation, 
but  they  also  desire  to  escape  payment  for 
the  actual  cost  of  the  sert-ices  rendered  to 
them  by  the  people.  Since  the  change  of 
Government  ,  took  place,  there  has  heon 
deputation  after  deputation  to  the  Post- 
master-General on  the   question  of 
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telephtxie  rates.  Those  people  who  get  an 
enormously  useful  service  irom  the  tele- 
phone want  to  pay  far  less  than  its  cost  to 
the  Canmcmwealth.  They  want  to  compel 
poor  people  to  pay  for  a  service  rendered  to 
themselves,  and  they  also  want  poor  people 
who  use  the  telephone  to  pay  an  equal  rate 
with  themselves.  Take,  for  instance,  a 
man  in  a  small  suburb  or  town,  who  has 
had  a  telephone  installed,  and  who,  per- 
haps, has  an  average  of  four  calls  per  day. 
Wealthy  people  want  to  compel  that  man  to 
pay  as  much  as  do  themselves,  who  have  a 
big  connexion,  and  as  many  as  400  calls  per 
day.  There  is  not  anything  fair  ot  just 
about  their  demands.  Every  service  ren- 
dered by  the  Commonwealth  should  be  paid 
for  in  accordance  with  its  valu&  That  is 
a  self-evident  proposititm  whidi  no  one 
can  successfully  dispute.  Of  course,  tiie 
anti-Socialist  wants  Socialism  for  his  own 
benefit  all  the  time,  and  he  wants  to  make 
the  poor  man  pay  for  it.  I  venture  to  say 
that  the  big  newsimpers  and  big  firms  in 
Melbourne  are  getting  a  service,  Jind  advo- 
cating that  they  should  continue  *to  get  a 
service,  for  £9  per  year  which  costs  the 
Commonwealth  ^£40  or  ^£50  per  year  in 
actual  ezprase. 

Senator  St.  Ledoer.— More  investigation 

was  wanted. 

Senator  GIVENS.— My  sUtement  can 
be  proved  up  to  the  hilt.  It  is  a  patent 
fact  now,  and  no  investiRation  was  wanted. 
More  investigation  was  the  cry  of  the  Black 
Labour  Party  when  they  wanted  a  contin- 
uance of  black  labour  for  another  period 
of  ten  years.  "  Give  us,"  they  cried,  "  ;x 
Royal  Commission,  more  investigation. 
A«  regards  the  telephone,  investigaticMi  after 
investigation  has  been  going  on.  Every 
one  knows  that  no  further  investigation 
was  needed.  There  are  firms  who  have 
almost  occupied  the  sole  attention  of 
officials  at  the  Exchange. 

Senator  Gray.— What  did  the  Labour 
P.irty  do  for  the  poor  man  as  regards  the 
telephone  when  thev  were  in  office? 

Senator  GIVENS.— We  tried  to  fix 
charges  which  would  be  just  to  everybody, 
and  not  harsh  to  any  one. 

Senator  Turlev.— To  charge  aocor(Kng 
to  the  service  rendered. 

Senator  GIVENS.— Exactly  j  to  fix  the 
charge  on  a  just  basis. 

Senator  Findixy. — ^The  present  Post- 
master-Goneral  said  that  the  toll  system 
had  come  to  stav. 

Senator  GIVENS.— I  think  that  pres- 
sure was  brought  to  bear  on  the  Postmaster- 


General  by  the  fat  man.  The  membws  ot 
the  Stock  Exchange  and  the  Bankers' 
Federation  got  at  this  eminently  squeezable 
gentleman,  who  was  quicker  than  ever  be 
had  been  in  his  life  in  jum^nng  around  to 
meet  the  donands  of  int^^ted  individuals. 
I  do  not  propose  to  occupy  the  time  of  the 
Senate  any  longer  in  discussing  the  Govern- 
ment's very  nebulous  statement  of  policy. 
I  shall  welcome  an  opportunity  for  the 
people  to  pronounce  upon  the  remarkable 
condition  of  affairs  that  now  exists  in  the 
political  wwld.  We  find  hcMKM-able  senators 
on  the  Government  side  saying  they  are  not 
bound  by  their  pledges  to  the  people ;  that 
such  pledges  need  cmly  be  made  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  their  election,  and  Aat 
as  soon  as  they  enter  Parliament  they  can 
go  behind  the  backs  of  the  pec^le,  and  do 
everything  which  is  subversive  of  tiieir  pro- 
mises. 

Senator  Eraser. — No;  and  I  w<Hider 
that  the  honorable  senator's  ccmsdence 
allows  him  to  say  such  a  thing. 

Senator  GIVENS.— That  is  an  absolute 
fact.  The  first  essential  principle  for  pure 
representative  government  is  that  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  shall  respect  the 
pledges  they  ma<Ie  at  the  time  of  thor  elec- 
tion. Whoi  we  find  there  is  readiness  on 
the  part  of  hwiorable  senators  opposite  to 
depart  fron  their  pledges,  it  is  easy  to 
understand  the  violent  objections  they  have 
to  the  men^rs  of  the  Labour  Party  signing 
a  pledge  so  that  the  people  can  always 
know  where  they  are.  Honorable  senatws 
on  the  other  side  will  never  sign  a 
pledge,  because  they  want  a  loophole  out 
of  which  to  get.  They  want  to  be  like  the 
politicians  to  whom  J.  Russell  Lowell  re- 
ferred when  he  wrote — - 

A  merciful  Providence  fashioned  us  holler 

In  Older  that  we  might  our  princerples  swatler. 

We  do  not  want  an  opportunity  to  swallow 
our  principles,  because  we  are  prepared  to 
sign  our  names  to  them,  but  hcxiOTable 
senators  opposite  are  continually  sneering  at 
them.  Let  us  take  Mr.  Alfred  Deakin,  the 
head  and  front  of  the  present  combination. 
What  has  he  said  cm  the  hustings  time  out 
of  number ;  what  has  he  said  on  the  floor  of 
the  other  House?  A  little  while  ago  he 
pointed  to  the  Opposition  led  by  Mr. 
Joseph  Cook,  and  to  the  Corner  Party,  and 
said  that  it  composed  the  wreckage  of  every 
party  that  had  failed  in  the  House — the 
wreckage  of  the  Black  Labour  Party,  the 
wreckage  of  the  Free-trade  Party,  the 
wreckage  of  the  Conserv-ative^aity.  Jn^  the 
wreckage  of  the  ReaBlflfcftVary  Pit^^SUt  now 
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he  is  with  the  wreckage ;  he  is  one  of  the 
most  livdy  aaobatic  poUticiaDs  I  have  ever 
oonoe  across.  Apparently  he  can  swallow  any- 
thing. I  onfx  beaxd  a  JBtory  about  a  show* 
man  who  had  a  very  valuable  performing 
snake.  It  was  about  6  feet  long,  but  it 
was  such  a  clever  contortionist  that  when 
the  showman  put  its  tail  into  its  mouth,  it 
used  to  swallow  itself.  I  believe  that 
Mr.  Deakin  is  such  a  clever  political  con- 
torticMiist,  such  a  professional  acrc^at,  that 
if  he  had  only  a  tail  to  commence  on  he 
could  succeed  in  swallowing  himself. 

Senator  Pulsford. — The  honorable  sen- 
ator is  good  at  snake  stories. 

Senator  GIVENS.— I  give  that  snake 
story  to  the  honorable  senator  for  what  it  is 
worth,  and  I  believe  that  the  illustration  is 
not  at  ail  -inapt  I  believe  that  it  would 
have  met  with  his  distinct  approval  if  it 
had  been  uttered  here  last  session  instead  of 
this  session.  But  times  and  circumstances 
have  changed,  and  now  we  find  the  apostle 
of  free-trade  led  by  the  nose  by  the  leader 
of  the  so-called  Protectionist  Party. 

Senator  Findley. — If  there  was  no 
difference  between  them,  why  did  they  fight 
over  the  Tariff? 

Senator  GIVENS.— There  was  really  no 
difference  between  than.  There  were  cmly 
different  branches  of  the  capitalistic  system, 
which  is  always  out  for  loot,  to  fleece  the 
poor  man,  to  resist  everything  which  made 
for  the  uplifting  of  the  general  body  of  the 
people.  Because  thev  knew  that  once  the 
people  are  uplifted  capital  will  have  less 
power. 

Senator  Fraser. — The  Labour  Party  is 
out  to  assist  the  general  lowering  of  the 
people. 

Senator  GIVENS.— The  honorable  sena- 
tor can  onlv  elevate  himself  upcHi  the  bodies 
of  those  whom  he  has  crushed.  He  makes 
a  mound  of  their  bodies,  and  then  calls 
upon  the  people  to  admire  him,  and  to  look 
upon  him  as  a  philanthropist.  As  Carlvie 
said,  a  wealthy  man,  like  Senator  Fraser, 
will  do  anything  in  the  world  for  the  poor 
man,  except  to  get  off  his  back. 

Senator  Fraseb. — I  do  more  for  the  poor 
than  the  honorable  senator  does. 

Senator  GIVENS. — We  are  determined 
that  the  fight  which  has  now  begun  shall 
never  cease  until  we  ccnnpel  the  wealthy 
people  to  get  off  the  backs  of  the  poor. 

Senator  HENDERSON  (Western  Aus- 
tralia) [12.44]. — I  bave  no  doubt  that 
members  of  the  black  and  white  combina- 
tion- have  a  very  strong  desire  that  the  dis- 
cussion on  the  programme  of  this  ^^inistry 


should  be  OHicluded  at  the  earliest  pos- 
sible mcxnent.  It  is  sunewhat  unpleasant 
for  men  to  have  to  sit  and  listen  to  a  de- 
tailing of  their  dangerous  transactions.  I 
have  an  idea  that  most  of  them  are  looking 
forward  to  the  time  when  the  electors  will 
have  to  take  into  account  the  very  peculiar 
steps  they  have  taken  in  their  political 
tracks  towards  the  position  in  which  they 
are  now  placed.  The  ghost  of  the  ballot- 
paper  is  appearing  before  them,  and  it 
wears  an  ominous  took  which  they  do  not 
care  about.  I  am  sure  that  Senator  Best, 
as  the  champion  protectionist  of  Victoria, 
will  undertake  a  desperate  task  when  he 
essays  to  explain  to  the  electors  how  he 
and  Senator.  Pulsford  have  managed  to 
become  allies,  after  each  having,  for  the 
term  of  his  natural  life,  worried  the  policy 
which  the  other  has  attempted  to  promul- 
gate. All  the  viciousness  of  the  past  has 
now  been  wiped  out  by  a  single  act  of  a 
political  combination  which  was  engineered 
for  the  purpose  of  displacing  frOTi  office  a 
party  whose  policy  those  honorable  senators 
have  feared  for  the  past  twenty  years. 
The  whole  of  these  honorable  senators  have 
been  acquaintances  of  mine  for  a  score  of 
years,  so  that  I  know  their  political  tracks. 
To-day  I  see  Senator  Millen  sitting  side 
b>'  side  with  Senatcv  Best.  I  do  not  know 
whether  the  views  of  the  former  are  tainted 
with  the  black  and  white  taint,  but  cer- 
tainly his  political  policy  has  ahvavs  been 
diametrically  opposed  to  that  of  Senator 
Best. 

Senator  Findley. — Senator  Millen  is  a 
new  protectionist,  and  Senator  Best  is  an 
old  protectionist. 

Senator  HENDERSON.  —  Senator 
Millen  is  now  a  believer  in  the  New  Pro- 
tection. If  he  were  present  he  would 
probably  tell  us  that  he  is  not.  Senator 
Best  will  doubtless  say  that  he  has  not 
altered  his  political  opinions,  and  con- 
sequently I  am  impelled  to  the  conclusion 
that  neither  of  those  gentlemen  ever  em- 
braced an  opinion. 

Senator  Pulsford. — What  is  the  honor- 
able senator  worrving  about? 

Senator  HENDERSON.— I  am  merely 
anticipating  the  time  when  those  who  pro- 
fess to  be  the  leaders  of  political  thought 
in  Australia  will  pass  into  oblivion,  and 
when,  with  them,  will  die  the  whole  of 
their  accursed  works.  I  wish  now  to  refer 
to  an  interjection  which  was  made  bv 
Senator  Gray  whilst  Senator  Givens  was 
discussing  the  appointment  of  Colonel 
Fojiton  as  the  delegate   to  ^e  Imperial 
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Defence  Conference.  Senator  Givens 
enumerated  certain  works  of  Colonel 
Foxton  

Senator  Pulsford.— Were  they  **ac- 
cursed"  works? 

Senator  HENDERSON.  —  Many  of 
them  were.  The  advocacy  of  black  labour 
is  about  as  accursed  a  thing  as  one  can 
take  up.  Whilst  Senator  Givens  was  speak- 
inp;,  Senator  Gray  interjected  that  the  in- 
cidents to  whi(^  he  was  referring  occurred 
four  or  five  years  ago,  and  that  during  that 
period  ^'ery  considerable  changes  had  taken 
place  in  the  lives  of  most  m«i.  May  I 
ask  that  honcK-able  senator  if  he  has  foe- 
gotten  the  old  quotation  which  reads,  "Can 
the  Ethiopian  change  his  skin,  or  the 
leopard  his  spots' '  ?  I  am  inclined  to 
think  that  he  must  hare  entirely  overlooked 
the  cardinal  idea  underlying  the  doctrine 
of  which  he  has  been  such  an  ardent 
student  for  many  years.  Evidently  he 
realizes  that  his  own  position  is  somewhat 
black,  and  he  therefore  desires  to  change 
his  color.  Apparently  he  would  like  to 
eradicate  the  tiny  spots  of  black  and  sub* 
stitute  for  them  something  white  and  pure. 

Senator  Needham. — Impossible! 

Senator  HENDERSON.— Of  course  it 
is  impossiUe.  I  can  assure  Senator  Gray 
that  he  will  have  a  very  big  questioi  to 
face  in  the  near  future.  Whilst  Senator 
Pearce  was  making  his  very  excellent  speech 
last  evening — a  speech  upon  which  we  must 
all  compliment  him  

Senator  de  Lasgie. — He  received  a  very 
wretched  report  of  it  in  the  daily  news- 
papers. 

Senator  HENDERSON.  —  Senator 
Pearce,  whilst  speaking,  ventured  the 
opinion  that  the  Employers'  Federation 
was  dcung  all  that  it  could  to  prex'ent 
the  men  of  Australia  from  marrying. 
Senator  Gray  repudiated  his  assertion,  and 
described  it  as  absolute  nonsense ;  and  I 
think  that  one  or  two  other  honorable 
senators  cheered  his  statement.  Now,  I 
have  hid  some  connexion  with  the  State 
which  Senator  Gray  represents,  and  I  had 
a  fairly  long  experience  of  the  employers 
there,  and  I  wish  to  say  that  Senator  Gray 
was  not  authorized  by  those  employers  to 
deny  the  accuracj'  of  Senator  Pearce's 
statement. 

Senator  Gray. — I  am  not  a  member  of 
the  Employers*  Federation. 

Senator  HENDERSON.— I  have  a  very 
vivid  recollection  of  a  large  conference  of 
employers  which  was  held  scone  years  ago 
in  New  South  Wales,  and  at  which  I  took 


a  prominent  part.  At  that  gathering  I 
endeavoured  to  show  that  the  industrial  con- 
ditions which  the  employers  were  enfOTcing 

day  after  day  were  rendering  the  lives  of 
their  employes  almost  unbearable,  and  at 
the  same  time  rendering  it  impossible  for 
a  married  man  to  support  his  wife  and 
family  in  any  degree  of  ccwafort.  There- 
upon one  of  the  employers  at  the  con- 
ference, whom  I  am  sure  Senator  Gray 
cannot  fail  to  recognise,  rose  and  declared, 
"  We  are  no'  respcMisible  for  the  children 
an'  the  wives." 

Senator  de  Largie.- — He  was  only  a 
little  ahead  of  Walpole. 

Senator  HENDERSON.— Exactly.  The 
same  policy  has  been  ccxisistently  followed 
for  years.  Now,  Senator  Gray  has  allied 
himself  with  a  Government  which,  it  can 
be  easily  shown,  are  going  to  hand  over 
the  defence  of  Australia  to  a  committee 
of  the  same  crowd — the  crowd  which  fot 
years  has  regarded  the  working  man  as  a 
mere  utility  which  Providence  has  placed 
in  their  way  for  purposes  of  their  own 
personal  aggrandizement. 

sating  suspended  from  i  to  2.15  f.m. 

Senator  HENDERSON.— I  am  re- 
minded by  the  presence  of  the  Vice- 
President  of  the  Executive  Council  of  some 
of  the  great  changes  in  opinion  that  have 
taken  place  in  recent  years.  At  one  time 
the  Vice-President  of  the  Executive  Council 
and  I  used  to  sit  shoulder  to  shoulder  to- 
gether in  Labour  conferences.  We  used  tt> 
discuss  the  higher  principles  of  politics, 
and  endeavour  to  find  a  solution  itx  the 
very  many  problems  affecting  the  progress 
of  Australia,  as  a  whole.  To-day  we  are 
far  apart  in  our  views  in  that  r^pect.  I 
am  stilt  on  the  right  track.  From  the  be- 
ginning I  have  had  but  the  me  pt^icy. 
I  was  a  Labour  man  when  Senator  Afillen 
and  I  used  to  take  part  in  those  labour 
conferences.  I  am  still  a  Labour  man. 
We  used  to  represent  the  unims  of  New 
South  Wales  in  those  days. 

Senator  Millen. — I  am  prepared  to  j<Hn 
a  similar  conference  for  a  similar  object  to- 
morrow. 

Senator  HENDERSON.— I  would  not 
doubt  that  in  the  least  degree.  I  am  (^uite 
prepared  to  believe  that  Senator  Itfiltoi 
would  enter  any  conference  to-mcnrow  if  he 
thought  that  to  do  so  would  be  a  profitable 
undertaking  to  himself.  His  object  in  at- 
tending those  COTiferenoes  

Senator  Millen. — Was  to  stc^  biack 
labour  from  coming,^i^^.^^^^GoQg(^ 
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Senator  HENDERSON.— The  policy  of 
the  Labour  Party  has  always  been  to  pre- 
vent the  introduction  of  black  labour.  But 
the  honorable  senator  now  finds  himself  in 
unison  with  the  chainpi<His  of  black  labour 
in  the  Federal  Parliament. 

Senator  Gray. — Can  the  honorable  sen- 
ator name  one? 

Senator  HENDERSON.— Not  name  one 
advocate  of  black  labour  in  this  Parlia- 
ment? Whv,  Senator  Grav  is  beginning  to 
pale  already !  His  colour  has  changed 
vastly  within  the  last  few  months.  Pro- 
bably he  does  not  feel  quite  happy,  but 
there  may  be  means  of  salvatitxi  fc^  him. 
I  also  wish  to  say  a  few  words  as  to  what, 
in  my  opinion,  has  brought  about  the  pre- 
sent degrading  political  situation.  That 
it  is  degrading  T  feel  sure  the  people  of 
Australia  are  convinced.  They  are  also 
convinced  that  the  time  has  arrived  when 
they  should  have  a  say  as  to  whether  that 
degradation  should  continue  any  longer. 
Much  has  been  said  as  to  the  reason  for 
this  combination.  I  wish  to  refer  to  the 
propositions  that  the  ccHiibtnaticHi  has  laid 
before  us  for  consideration. 

SenatOT  de  Lakgie. — ^Why  do  they  not 
explain  themselves? 

Senator  HENDERSON.~I  am  afraid 
that  they  are  almost  inexplicable.  Those 
who  night  to  explain  them  are  holding 
their  peace.  Possibly  they  rect^nise  that 
if  they  witered  into  explanations  their 
credit,  low  as  it  is,  would  fall  ^iU  lower 
in  the  estimati<Mi  of  the  people  of  this 
country. 

Senator  Gray. — We  are  very  proud  of 
the  programme. 

Senator  HENDERSON.— The  honorable 
senator  ought  to  be.  The  Ministerial  state- 
ment ought  to  cause  any  <Hie  to  be  proud 
whose  desire  is  to  hand  over  die  destinies 
of  Australia  to  the  employers'  party,  who 
wish  to  control  this  Parliament  and  every- 
thing connected  with  the  country.  There 
is  plenty  of  room  for  Senator  Gray  to  be 
proud  of  the  Government  and  its  policy. 

Senator  Gray. — It  is  the  best  statement 
that  has  been  put  before  the  public  since 
Federation. 

Senator  HENDERSON.— 1  venture  to 
say  that  the  public  have  very  little  concep- 
tion of  what  this  statement  means. 

Senator  de  Largie. — ^Was  it  taken  fr<»n 
the  confidential  circular  that  Mr.  Walpole 
sent  out? 

Senator  HENDERSON.— The  proba- 
bilities are  that  if  Mr.  Walpole  had  not 
a  band  in  drafting  the  statement,  those  of 


whom  he  is  the  accredited  servant  had  a 
very  great  hand  in  it.  What  has  brought 
about  the  present  unholy  c<Hnbination  ? 
Senator  St.  Ledger  has  been  going  about 
the  country  telling  audiences  of  ladies 
that  the  combination  has  been  brought  about 
to  save  them  from  the  dangers  hy  which 
they  were  menaced  from  the  Labour  Partv. 
No  doubt  he  had  a  good  deal  of  reason 
for  what  he  told  his  lady  friends.  Sen- 
ator St.  Ledger  saw,  as  the  people  of 
the  country  have  evidently  seen,  that  the 
day  is  fast  approaching  when  the  welfare 
of  the.  people  of  Australia  will  have  to  be 
considered  by  means  of  a  policy  designed 
in  their  interest.  That  day  was'  approach- 
ing nearer  under  the  rigime  of  the  Labour 
Government.  A  strong  reason  for  the  bring- 
intj  tofrether  of  the  shreds  and  patches  of 
all  varieties  of  political  colour  to  be  found 
in  Australia  was  to  prevent  the  realization 
of  the  policy  to  which  I  refer.  There  was 
no  talk  of  any  real  combination  until  the 
policy  of  the  Labour  Party  was  fairly  laid 
before  the  country.  The  Prime  Minister 
himself  was  holding  back.  One  could 
not  find  him  with  a  microscope.  Even  the 
announcement  of  the  Labour  policy  would 
not  have  been  sufficient  to  draw  him  into  the 
front  ranks  of  our  opponents  had  it  not 
been  that  the  enunciation  of  our  policy 
evoked  strong  expressions  of  approval  from 
al!  parts  of  Australia.  I  arr.  well  aware  that, 
as  Senator  Neild  said  last  night,  the  policy 
of  the  present  Government  has  been  ap- 
proved by  the  press  of  Australia.  'But 
we  are  not  concerned  with  what  the  press 
may  accept  from  the  Government  in  pdwer. 
Our  concern  is  with  the  people  of  Australia. 
They  are  above  the  press,  just  as  they  are 
above  Parliament. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — They  are 
the  masters  of  both. 

Senator  HENDERSON.— Quite  so ; 
and  the  people  were  quite  willing  to  ac- 
cept the  policy  enunciated  by  the  Prime 
Minister  in  his  Gympie  speech.  The  know- 
ledge of  that  was  the  father  of  the  fear 
that  led  to  the  combination  that  we  now 
see.  Could  any  man  who  remembers  the 
events  of  the  last  session  or  two,  and  who 
witnessed  Senators  Best  and  Millen  gnash- 
ing their  teeth  from  each  side  of  this 
Chamber,  while  fighting  each  other,  from 
early  morning  until  late  at  night,  expect  to 
find  them  as  we  find  them  to-day,  sitting 
together  and  assisting  each  other  to  do  son'.e- 
thing  which  perhaps  is  embodied  in  the 
almost  unintelligible  statement  which,  on 
behalf  of  the  mixed  Government,  Se--*'- 
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Millen  tocAc.  the  trouble  to  read  to  the 
Senate  the  other  day.  The  ptogrammet  if 
I  am  right  in  so  describing  it*  which  Sena- 
tor Millen  submitted,  is  divided  in  para- 
graphs under  three  heads — "  Industrial," 
*'  Defence,"  and  '*  Finance"  Under  the 
industrial,  head,  I  wish  to  emphasize  a  re- 
mark I  made  in  opening  my  speech.  The 
Government  have  given  indisputable  evi- 
d«ice  of  their  desire  to  be  entirely  relieved 
of  the,  to  them,  irksome  responsibility  of 
ccHitrolling  the  industrial  welfare  of  Aus- 
tralia. In  ordor  that  they  may  relieve  them- 
selves of  it  they  prc^xne,  as  Sraator  Givens 
said  this  mcMning,  to  create  another  half- 
dozen,  or  it  may  be  another  dozen,  billets 
for  Government  supporters.  I  should  not 
object  to  the  creation  of  these  billets  if  they 
were  thought  necessary,  but  I  shall  con- 
tinue to  object  to  the  creation  of  such 
billets  to  enable  the  Government  to  hand 
over  the  industrial  welfare  of  Australia  to 
their  friends.  If  anything  of  that  kind 
be  proposed,  we  shall  be  justified  in  crying 
very  loudly,  '*  God  save  us  from  their 
friends."  Under  the  heading  "  Indus- 
trial "  in  the  Ministerial  statement,  we  are 
told  that  all  industrial  legislation  is  to  be 
placed  in  the  hands  of  a  Commission  to 
be  appointed  for  a  period  of  about  seven 
years.  I  do  not  know  whether  Mr.  Walpole 
is  to  be  appointed  secretary  to  the  Commis- 
sion, but  he  would  undoubtedly  be  a  very 
useful  man  for  the  Government,  inasmuch 
as  he  would  carry  out  very  literally  the  in- 
structions they  seem  desirous  of  giving  that 
body. 

Senator  Pearce. — With  Mr.  Mauger  as 
chairman,  Mr.  Walpole  as  secretary  would 
make  a  good  double. 

Senator  HEN^DERSON.— Mr.  Mauger 
would  make  a  very  excellent  chairman.  See- 
ing; that  he  has  now  foresworn  all  his  anti- 
sweating  principles  and  has  gone  com- 
pletely over  to  the  side  of  the  sweater,  I 
should  not  be  in  the  least  surprised  if  he 
found  congenial  companionship  on  the  same 
Commission  with  that  stalwart  champion  of 
Liberalism,  Mr.  Walpole.  I  t.^ke  it  for 
granted  that  it  is  intended  that  the  Commis- 
sion shall  take  over  the  cwitrol  of  every- 
thing affecting  the  industrial  life  of  the 
Commonwealth.  We  are  informed  that 
amongst  its  duties  will  be  those  of  a 
P'ederal  Labour  Bureau.  I  do  not  know 
what  that  really  means.  If  it  means  that 
the  Commission  is  to  undertake  the  respon- 
sil>ilitv  of  employing  the  whole  of  the 
labour  in  Australia,  it  is  a  very  large  (»der. 


Senator  Sir  Joszah  Svmok. — ^What  about 
labour  in  the  States? 

Senator  HENDERSON.— No  one  in  the 
States  is  to  have  anything  to  do  with  indus- 
trial matters,  all  of  whidi  are  to  be  left  in 
the  hands  of  the  proposed  Oxumission. 
We  are  told  that  the  C(»nmission  will  be 
asked  to  devote  its  attention  to  the  study 
of  unemployment  and  of  a  scheme  of  insur- 
ance against  employment.  I  assume  ^at  it 
is  intended  that  the  Commissicm  shall  study 
the  causes  which  have  brought  about  and 
are  daily  bringing  about  unemployment. 
They  should  not  need  to  study  that  for  very 
long.  Surely,  in  these  enlightened  days,  it 
is  not  necessary  to  appoint  an  Inter-State 
COTimission  to  find  out  why  men  are  unem- 
ployed ? 

Senator  St,  Ledger. — It  is  a  big  ques- 
tion that  is  exercising  the  attention  of  the 
best  minds  in  the  wwld  to-day. 

Senator  HENDERSON.— Surely  the 
honcwable  senator  is  not  sincere  ?  He  does 
not  wish  me  to  believe  that  he  is  so  innocent 
of  the  ouiditions  of  life  that  he  thinks  an 
investigation  necessary  to  discover  the  causes 
of  unemployment. 

Senator  St.  Ledger. — Bigger  brains  than 
mine  or  the  honorable  senatw's  ask  for 
such  an  investigation. 

Senator  HENDERSON.— The  honor- 
able senator  talks  sheer  nonsense.  There 
never  was  a  bigger  brain  than  he  poss^ses. 
In  the  matter  of  brains,  every  other  man  is 
a  pigmy  compared  with  the  honorable  sena- 
tor. But  it  should  not  require  a  very  big 
brain  to  find  out  the  causes  of  unemploy- 
ment. They  are  already  indicated  in  the 
history  of  our  social  life. 

Senator  Gray. — The  question  has  occu- 
pied the  biggest  minds,  both  amongst  em- 
ployers and  employes  itx  years. 

Senator  HENDERSON.— No;  the  ques- 
tion that  occupies  the  big  minds  to  which 
Senator  Gray  refers — the  minds  of  the  em- 
plovers — is  how  tbey  will  succeed  In  con- 
tinuing to  keep  an  army  of  unemployed. 

Senator  Gray. — The  honwable  senator 
knows  that  he  is  begging  the  questicm. 

Senator  HENDERSON.— I  am  not  beg- 
ging the  question.  Senator  Gray  knows  as 
well  as  I  do  that  the  interest  of  the  em- 
ployer is  best  served  by  an  army  of  unem- 
ployed. When  the  honorable  senator  and 
those  who  think  with  him  are  prepared  to 
accept  a  political  programme  that  will 
solve  the  problem  of  the  unemploi-'ed,  he 
will  find  that  it  will  be  one  which  will  give 
every  workman  a  chance  to  live  -^decently, 
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and  honestly,  and  will  call  upon  every  em- 
ployer to  disgOTse  a  great  deal  of  the  profit 
whKh  he  retains  for  himself  to-day.  It  is 
upon  the  army  of  unemployed  that  the  big 
employer  depends  for  his  increased  profits 
to-day.  It  is  knowledge  of  this  fact  which 
has  brought  honorable  senators  side  by  side 
in  active  combination  to  delay  the  march  of 
a  cause  which  has  for  its  object  the  employ- 
ment of  men  at  a  profitable  rate. 

Senator  Sr.  Ledger. — Could  the  honor- 
able senator  spare  a  mc»nent  or  two  for  a 
solution  of  the  difficulty  ? 

Senator  HENDERSON—When  Sena- 
tor St.  Ledger  and  I  meet  down  Collins- 
street  at  one  of  those  ladies'  meeting  t 
shall  be  able  to  give  him  instruction  on  the 
subject  for  an  hour  or  so,  and  I  might  at 
the  same  time  discuss  some  of  the  nostrums 
he  has  lately  been  putting  forward.  We 
are  further  informed  in  the  Ministerial 
statement  that  it  will  be  one  of  the  duties 
of  the  proposed  C(»nmission  to  assist  in 
supervising  the  operation  of  the  eusting 
Customs  Tariff.  Parliament  having  done 
certain  work,  it  is  assumed  by  the  present 
Government  that  it  has  outlived  its  useful- 
ness. There  is  no  longer  any  need  for  Par- 
liament, inasmuch  as  the  scraps  and  odds 
and  ends  of  political  life  in  Australia  by 
combination  have  evolved  a  plan  by  which 
Parliament  may  be  abolished.  All  that  you 
have  to  do  is  to  establish  a  guiding  prin- 
ciple. By  legislation  you  pass  an  Act  which 
e^ablishes  a  guiding  principle,  and  all  you 
need  do  after  that  is  to  appoint  a  chairman 
for  the  administratiwi  of  the  Act,  and  it 
will  turn  out  the  perfect  article;  it  will 
control  die  interests  of  the  country,  and 
lock  after  industry  and  everything  else.  It 
is  a  matter  of  wonder  to  me  that  the  Govern- 
ment have  not  proclaimed  the  desirability 
of  appointing  a  Commission  to  look  after 
our  entrance  to  Eternitv. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — Is  the  Com- 
niission  referred  to  the  Inter-State  Cran- 
mis^on  ? 

Senator  HENDERSON.— Yes. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Svmon. — What  has 
it  to  do  with  wages,  under  the  Constitu- 
tion. 

Senator  HENDERSON.— That  is  what 
we  are  try  ing  to  find  out.  Even  the  Prime 
Minister  admitted  in  his  speech  yesterday 
that  there  is  very  little  reference  to  the 
Commission  in  the  Constitution.  It  fills 
a  very  small  space  in  that  document.  It  is 
merely  mentioned  as  a  body  that  might  some 
day  be  provided  for.  But  the  Prime  Min- 
ister and  his  combination  have  hit  upon  the 


great  responsibility  which  may  be  placed  on 
the  shoulders  of  the  Commission.  They 
say  that — 

The  Commission  will  also  assist  in  supervit- 
ing  the  working  of  the  existing  Costoms  Tariff 
in  its  operation  apon  the  investment  of  Anstra- 
lian  capital  and  labour  in  Aastraliao  indus- 
tries. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon.— That  is  a 
new  Tariff  Commission  ? 

Senator  HENDERSON.— It  is  a  new 
Parliamentary  Commission,  or,  if  the  honor- 
able senator  will,  a  Commisuon  to  super- 
sede the  Commonwealth  Parliament.  That 
is  the  only  tangible  conclusion  which  a  mar» 
can  come  ta  The  Government  are  simply 
going  to  lay  down,  if  they  have  not  already 
laid  down,  a  great  guiding  principle,  and  to 
turn  over  everything  to  this  Commission, 
because  in  the  next  paragraph  of  the  state- 
ment they  say — 

In  the  meantime  any  anomalies  that  may  be 
discovered  in  the  Customs  Tariff  Act  lately 
passed   by   this   Parliament  will   be  examined, 

classified,  and  dealt  with  in  due  course. 

That,  of  course,  is  the  alpha  and  omega 
of  their  parliamentary  life. 

Senator  Millen. — ^And  when  did  the 
Labour  Government  propose  to  proceed 
with  the  Commission  ? 

Senator  HENDERSON.— The  Labour 
Gcvemment  proposed  to  proceed  im- 
mediately with  the  legislatiwi  which  was  re- 
quired to  benefit  Australia,  including  the 
New  protection. 

Senator  Sir  Josiar  Stmon.— Did  they 
propose  that  the  Inter-State  Commission 
should  be  a  new  Tariff  Commission? 

Senator  HENDERSON.— No,  we  had 
no  such  proposition  to  make. 

Senator  St.  Ledger. — Nor  has  anybody 
else. 

Senator  HENDERSON.— Senator  St. 
Ledger  has  just  woke  up  and  realized  the 
position.  I  would  advise  the  honorable 
senator,  instead  of  going  to  address  the 
ladies,  to  sit  down  and  think  out  what  all 
this  means.  Let  him  remember  that  his 
position  as  a  senator  is  endangered  by  the 
policy  of  the  party  in  which  he  is,  I  sup- 
pose, a  very  important  unit. 

Senator  Findley. — His  position  is  in 
danger  already. 

Senator  HENDERSON.— .Apart  from 
the  electors,  it  is  in  danger.  The  honorable 
senator  has  bound  himself  to  the  party 
which  is  goin^  to  create  a  Tariff  Commis- 
sion— one  which  will  control  all.the  indus- 
tries of  Austr*^3i^e.fli!iaJi<&iQgE  suppose. 


436 


Minitterial 


[SENATE.]  StatemaU. 


will  dp  any  other  thing  that  is  called  for, 
because  we  are  told  that — 

Any  divergencies  between  industrial  condi- 
tions in  the  several  States  which  occasion  an 
unjust  competition  between  Australian  industries 
in  different  States  will  be  adjusted  by  the 
Inter-State  Conunissioa. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — Is  Parlia- 
ment to  have  nothing  to  say  about  it  ? 

Senator  HENDERSON.— Nothing  what- 
ever. The  days  of  Parliament  will  have 
passed  and  gone  when  the  black  and  white 
Government  have  carried  their  policy  into 
force. 

Senator  Vardon. — The  Labour  Party 
would  have  taken  the  matter  away  frcm 
Parliament  and  handed  it  over  to  the  Hi^ 
Court. 

Senator  HENDERSON.— We  would 
have  handed  the  matter  over  to  the  people, 
but  honorable  senators  on  the  other  side  do 
not  want  a  reference  to  the  Arbitration 
Court.  They  do  not  want  the  people  to 
have  any  power  in  the  matter  at  all.  What 
they  want  to  do  is  to  appoint  a  Commission 
of  employers,  that  will  control  the  whole 
of  the  workers  and  industries  of  Aus- 
tralia. We  know  that  when  the  fersonnel 
of  the  Ccmunission  comes  to  be  decided,  the 
Government  will  lake  all  sorts  of  care  that 
it  shall  not  comprise  a  majority  of  Labour 
men. 

Senator  Gray. — Surely  the  honorable 
.'senator  does  not  want  another  year's  debate 
I.ere  on  the  fiscal  question  ? 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — What  I 
would  like  to  know  is  whether  the  Inter- 
State  Commission  is  to  settle  the  fiscal 
pnlicy  of  the  CtKnmonwealth? 

Senator  HENDERSON.— According  to 
this  statemoit,  that  will  be  one  of  its 
duties.  If  it  is  to  control  or  supervise  the 
working  of  the  existing  Customs  Tariff, 
what  does  that  mean?  Surely  it  means 
that  the  Parliament  is  to  have  no  more  con- 
rcm  with  the  Tariff,  and  that  in  future  the 
Inter-State  Commission  will  do  what  Par- 
liament has  been  doing  in  the  past. 

Senator  Gray. — Yes,  wasting  time. 

Senator  HENDERSON.— I  belieie  that 
a  lot  of  time  was  wasted  when  the  honor- 
able senator  spoke  here  so  often  on 
Tariff  questions;  but  that  is  not  the  fault 
(if  the  people,  except  for  a  short  time.  They 
may  correct  that  fault  in  the  near  future. 
The  Commission  is  to  be  intrusted  with  the 
supervision  of  the  working  of  the  Tariff, 
and  their  right  to  deal  with  all  industries. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — Is  this 
nhat  is  called  a  fiscal  truce? 


Senator  HENDERSON.  —  I  suppose 
it  is. 

Senator  Findley. — It  is  not  the  white 
flag,  but  the  blade  and  white  flag  which 
they  have  hoisted. 

Senator  HENDERSON.— I  had  the 
privilege  of  visiting  a  very  large  propor- 
tion of  the  electors  in  Western  Australia 
whilst  the  question  of  defence  was  being 
discussed  throughout  the  Commcoiwealth. 
I  have  no  hesitaticm  in  saying  that,  in  that 
State  the  defence  policy  laid  down  by  the 
Fisher  Government  was  accepted  very 
heartily,  both  by  friends  and  by  foes.  I 
ani  also  prepared  to  say  that  the  actiai 
of  the  present  Government  in  offering  to 
give  a  Dreadnought  to  the  Old  Country  is 
just  as  emphatically  tabooed  by  the  same 
people.  Of  course,  it  may  be  a  little  too 
previous  to  speak,  because  I  read  the  Prime 
Minister's  speech  as  it  appears  in  the  offi- 
cial organ  of  the  party — the  A^e. 

Senator  Needham. — The  official  organ 
of  the  party? 

Senator  HENDERSON.— The  official 
organ  of  the  Government  party.  They  say 
that  they  made  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  that  its  defence  policy  is  to  be 
formulated  upon  the  spedal  articles  which 
have  appeared  in  its  columns. 

Senator  Gray. — Who  told  the  honorable 
senator  that? 

Senator  HENDERSON.— The  Age. 
Before  his  Ministerial  statement  was  read 
to  the  Senate,  the  Age  declared  in  very  em- 
phatic terms  that  largely  the  defence  pro- 
posals of  the  Government  would  be  on  the 
lines  of  its  special  articles  on  the  subject. 
I  take  it  for  granted  that  it  is  the  <^ficial 
organ  of  the  Government  Party  inasmuch 
as  Ministers  have  very  closely  foUowred  that 
declarati<xi.  It  looks  as  if  the  Age  was  ixH 
ver>'  far  wide  of  the  mark.  In  the  light 
of  the  Prirne  Minister's  speech,  it  may  be  a 
little  too  previous  to  talk  about  offering 
a  Dreadnought  at  all,  because  he  has  ad- 
vanced the  idea  that  the  gift  may  be  some- 
thing to  float  in  Australian  waters.  He  has 
not  shown  that  it  is  going  to  be  a  Dread- 
nought by  any  means.  It  may  be  a  flotilla 
on  the  lines  laid  down  by  the  Fisher  Go- 
vernment. I  shall  not  be  surprised  if,  in 
the  end,  that  is  so.  But  in  any  case  be 
stated  clearly  in  his  speech  that  the  Go- 
vernment are  waiting  until  the  Conference 
in  England  has  met  and  laid  down  the  lines 
on  which  Australia  should  fwroulate  its 
defence  policy. 

Senator  GaAV.-r^^bl^OOgle 
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Senator  HENDERSON.— I  am  wncerely 

sorry  to  hear  the  honorable  senator  cheer 
uny  such  expression,  inasmuch  as  the  Go- 
vernment ha^"e  sent  to  the  Conference  a  re- 
presentative who  is  absolutely  opposed  to 
everj-ihing  that  is  Australian,  as  the  honor- 
able senator  knows. 

Senator  Gray. — That  is  news. 

Senator  HENDERSON.— Yes,  the  Aus- 
tralian representative  is  absolutely  oppcsed 
to  ever}-thing  Australian;  but,  apart  ftom 
that  fact,  we  have  no  great  record  of 
Colonel  Foxton  as  a  military  man.  He 
never  took  China.  So  far  as  I  am  ac- 
quainted with  Australian  history,  he  has 
never  shown  that  he  is  at  all  qualified  to 
e^en  represent  Australia. 

Senator  Gray. — What  experience  had  the 
late  Minister  of  Defence? 

Senator  HENDERSON.— The  late  Min- 
ister of  Defence  may  have  had  no  experi- 
ence in  that  regard ;  but  I  venture  to  say 
that  he  understands  Australia  much  better 
And  knows  infinitely  more  atx>ut  the  require- 
ments of  Australian  defence  than  does  the 
delegate  who  has  been  sent. 

Smator  St.  Ledger. — He  would  scarcely 
say  so  himself.  He  has  a  little  more  deli- 
cacy than  to  do  that. 

Senator  HENDERSON.— Like  most 
men,  he  does  not  care  to  crack  himself  up. 
I  believe  that  Australia  could  not  have  sent 
a  worse  representative  than  Colonel  Fox- 
ton.  I  am  sure  that  we  could  not  have  sent 
one  who  will  be  farther  away  from  the 
true  sentiments  of  Australia.  It  will  be  a 
terrible  blow  to  the  Australian  people  if 
the  Government  should  have  to  send  to  the 
Old  Country  to  ascertain  exactly  what  they 
are  to  do,  and  when  they  are  to  act.  They 
now  realize  that  it  is  necessary  for  Aus- 
tralia to  have  a  defetKe  policy,  and  they 
do  not  want  England  to  tell  them  whether 
it  is  necessary  or  not.  They  realize  that 
their  duty  is  to  occupy  this  great  country 
to  advantage,  and  thev  know  what  has  to 
follow  the  steps  which  have  already  been 
taken.  I  desire  now  to  say  a  few  words  re- 
garding finance. 

Senator  Turley. — Did  Western  Austra- 
lia contribute  to  the  Dreadnought  fund? 

Senator  HENDERSON.  —  Yes.  I 
omitted  to  mention  that  circumstance  to 
the  Senate.  Western  Austra  lia  contri- 
buted to  the  Drcadnoug/ii  fund  the  sum  of 
£S9  13s.  Its  population  of  250,000  re- 
garded that  sum  as  a  fairly  serviceable 
contribution  towards  the  purchase  of  a 
Dreadnought.  I  am  satisfied  that  if  the 
inhabitants  of  Western  Australia  had  ap- 


proved of  the  action  taken  by  the  Deakin 

Government  they  would  have  evidenced 
their  approval  contriburing  much  more 
handsomely. 

Senator  Pearce. — They  contributed  more 
than  that  sum  to  the  Brdcen  Hill  lock- 
out in  one  m<Kith. 

Senator  HENDERSON.  —  Exactly. 
They  contributed  thousands  of  pounds  to 
the  Barrier  miners,  because  they  regarded 
their  cause  as  a  just  one. 

Senator  St.  Ledger. — Did  not  the  Pre- 
mier of  Western  Australia  approve  of  the 
proposal  of  the  Deakin  Govemment? 

Senator  Pearce.^ — He  refused  to  com- 
mit his  Ministry  to  it.  He  said  that  it 
was  a  matter  which  should  be  dealt  with 
by  the  Federal  Govermnent. 

Senator  HENDERSON.— He  was  not 
ready  to  be  wiped  out  in  one  act.  Under 
the  heading  of  "  Finance,"  the  Ministerial 
statement  submitted  by  the  Vice-President 
of  the  Executive  Council  on  Wednesday 
last  reads — 

A  principal  departmental  outlay  will  arise  in 
connexion  with  the  works,  appl  iances,  and 
equipment  for  the  services  carried  on  under  the 
Postmaster-General's  control,  especially  those  re- 
lating to  the  telephone  branch.  A  new  de- 
parture is  called  for  in  order  to  provide  for 
the  early  construction  of  necessary  reproduc- 
tive works  in  connexion  therewith. 

I  wish  to  ask  Ministers  what  is  meant  by 
the  words  "a  new  departure."  I  admit 
that  the  Postmaster- General  in  going  round 
the  country  has  propounded  a  boitpwing 
scheme.  But  surely  the  Ministry  will  not 
insult  Parliament  by  declaring  that  a  bor- 
rowing policy  is  new  to  Australia,  es- 
pecially in  view  of  the  fact  that 
;^25o,ooo,ooo  has  already  been  borrowed 
by  4,000,000  people. 

Senator  McGregor. — Solomon  says  that 
there  is  nothing  new  imder  the  sun. 

Senator  HENDERSON.— Probably  he 
was  right.  If  the  "new  departure"  con- 
templated by  the  Government  is  nothing 
more  nor  Jess  than  the  flotation  of  a  loan, 
it  is  incumbent  upon  them  to  take  Par- 
liament into  their  confidence  at  the  earliest 
possible  mwnent.  If  that  is  the  "new 
departure"  to  which  refoence  is  made,  I 
think  that  a  good  deal  of  consideration 
will  have  to  be  devoted  to  the  question 
of  whether  other  sources  of  revenue  can- 
not be  tapped  before  we  embark  upon  a 
borrowing  policy.  I  know  that  there  are 
some  members  of  the  Cabinet  who  are  per- 
fect gluttons  for  borrowing.  Tjhey  have 
been  borrowingD^Jfcelfe?tiOi€Jgl©d  th?y 
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have  severely  felt  the  restraint  whidi  has 
been  imposed  upon  them  in  this  connexion 
unoe  the  establishment  of  the  Cora  men - 
wealth.  I  repeat  that  if  the  Ministry 
contemplate  entering  upon  a  policy  of 
borrowing,  they  ought  at  once  to  enlighten 
us  upon  the  matter,  so  that  we  may  see 
if  it  is  not  possible  to  obviate  the  adop- 
tion of  that  expedient  by  tapfHog  otter 
sources  of  revraue. 

Debate  (on  motion  by  Senator  Puls- 
poxd)  adjourned. 

PAPER. 

Senator  MILLEN  laid  upon  the  table 
the  following  paper : — 

Automatic  Stamping  Machine  for  Postal  pur- 
poses, Merits  of — Copy  of  letter  from  the 
Hon.  Sir  J.  G.  Ward,  Prime  Minister  of 
New  Zealand,  and  other  correspondence. 

Ordered  to  be  pfinted. 

Senate  adjourned  at  3.8  p.m. 


JQouse  of  ]Srprescntatibrs. 

Friday,  25  June,  igog. 


Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  10.30 
a.m.,  and  read  prayers. 

SUPPLY  BILL  (No.  i). 

Mr.  SPEAKER  reported  the  receipt  of 
a  message  from  his  Excellency  the  Gwer- 
nor-General,  recommending  an  appropria- 
tion for  the  purposes  of  this  Bill. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— The  leader  of  the 
Opposition,  as  an  ex-Treasurer,  is  aware 
of  the  position  in  which  the  present  Trea- 
surer will  be  placed  on  the  30th  of  this 
month  if  Supply  is  not  granted.  The  \-otes 
which  have  been  passed  will  lapse,  and 
there  will  be  no  money  in  hand  to  pay 
ordinary  current  expenses.  I  refer,  not 
merely  to  the  salaries  of  the  public  ser- 
vants, which  will  not  become  due  until  the 
middle  of  July,  but  to  a  large  number  of 
inddental  undeiitekings  on  which  day  labour 
is  employed,  whose  ^ligations  become  due 
day  by  day.  As  the  honorable  member 
understands  these  difficulties  as  well  as  I 
do,  I  shall  be  glad  if  he  will  see  his  way 
to  allow  us  to  pass  a  Supply  Bill  to-day, 
so  that  the  Senate  mav  deal  with  it  on 
Wednesday  next.  We  shall  th»»  be  in  a 
pontion,  aa  the  first  day  of  the  next  finan- 


cial year,  to  telegraph  to  our  officers  in  the 
various  States  that  provision  will  be  made 
ioc  the  payment  of  the  services  of  their 
various  departments. 

Mr.  FISHER.— The  procedure  sug- 
gested by  the  Prime  Minister  is  most  un- 
usual, seeing  that  a  motion  of  want  of 
confidence  is  before  Parliament. 

Mr.  Deakin. — ^TheiB  are  two  prece- 
dents for  it. 

Mr.  FISHER.— In  both  those  cases  the 
position  was  quite  exceptional.  I  do  tkA 
think  that  there  is  any  real  urgency  for 
the  passing  of  a  Supply  Bill,  because 
suflScient  money  hss  been  voted  to  meet 
all  expenditure  up  to  the  end  of  this 
month,  which  concludes  the  financial  year. 
Thwefwe,  no  liabilities  whirf»  cannot  be 
msi  will  fall  due  until  about  the  middle 
of  July,  and  on  previous  occasions  it  has 
been  the  middle  of  a  mcmth  before  Supply 
has  been  granted.  It  is  true  that  the  Trea- 
surer may  have  no  parliamentary  guarantee 
that  liabilities  incurred  will  be  met,  but 
he  mav  be  sure  that  necessary  services  will 
be  paid  for,  as  on  other  occasions-  I  do 
not  think  that  a  Supply  Bill  should  be 
proceeded  with  to-day.  The  Treasurer 
said  last  night — tlie  statement  has  since 
been  corrected — ^that  a  Su[^ly  Bill  is  neces- 
sary to  pay  old-age  pensions  mi  ist  July. 

Sir  John  Fobjeest. — I  thought  so  then, 
but  I  ha\-e  since  told  the  hoDOTable  mem- 
ber that  I  was  in  error. 

Mr.  FISHER.— In  speaking  to  the  right 
honorable  member  this  morning,  I  told  him 
that  he  was  mistaken,  and  he  admitted  that, 
having  rung  up  the  Treasury,  be  was  in- 
formed that  the  necessary  money  had  been 
appropriated.  There  is  a  sum  of  not  less 
than  ^^693, 000  in  his  hands  for  the  pay- 
ment of  old-age  pensions. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  do  not  know  that 
it  is,  really.  I  am  more  likely  than  the 
honorable  member  to  be  right  in  this  matter. 

Mr.  FISHER.~I  do  not  think  that  the 
Prime  Minister  should  pre.ss  his  sugj;es- 
tion  to  proceed  with  a  Supply  Bill  to-d.iy. 
A  later  opportunity  should  be  early  enough 
for  his  convenience.  The  House  would 
grant  him  any  kind  of  Supply  if  he  would 
take  the  proper  Constitutimal  steps  to  send 
us  befrae  the  country,  so  that  we  may  dis- 
cover how  we  stand. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  shall  hand  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  the  Treasury  statement, 
and  ask  him  to  consider  it>  before.  I  again 
mention  the  matte^iii^by'nialgUi^Qlifit. 
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WILLIAMSTOWN  TARGET 
MARKERS. 

Dr.  MALONEY.— It  is  stated  that 
markers  at  the  Williamstown  rifle  butts 

are  being  displaced  by  men  who  ^a\e  con- 
stant employment  at  the  Newport  work- 
shops. Will  the  Minister  of  Defence 
therefore  give  instructions  that  the  officer 
in  charge  shall  show  preference  to  men 
who  are  out  of  employment?  I  assure 
^im  that  there  are  many  unemployed  in 
Melbourne  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  would  remind  the 
honorable  member  that  it  is  not  the  prac- 
tice for  Ministers  to  answer  questions  while 
a  motion  of  want  of  confidence  is  under 
discussion.  No  doubt  if  he  sees  the  Min- 
ister of  Defence  privately  he  will  obtain  a 
sjtisfacK>ry  answer. 

MOTION  OF  WANT  OF 
CONFIDENCE. 

Debate  resumed  from  24th  June  (vide 
page  411)  on  motion  by  Mr.  Fisher — 

That  the  Goveminent  does  not  possess  the 
confidence  of  thU  House.  • 

Mr.  CROUCH  (Corio)  [10.36].— I  have 
not  yet  taken  part  in  the  debates  of  this 
sessiOT,  and  did  not  intend  to  do  so  until 
the  motion  for  the  adoption  of  an  Address- 
in-Reply  was  being  debated.  But  as  the 
Oppositicm  is  now  making  its  main  attack 
upon  the  Government  and  its  supporters, 
chiefly  on  the  ground  of  incon»stency,  I 
think  it  well  to  take  this  opportunity  to 
give  my  views  in  regard  to  certain  phases 
of  the  action  of  those  who  are  opposing 
us,  and  particularly  respecting  the  pro- 
gramme of  the  Labour  Partv.  As  fair- 
minded  men,  the  members  of  that  party 
should  be  prepared  to  give  the  same  treat- 
ment as  they  have  received.  For  eight 
years  the  party  has  been  the  spoiled  child 
of  the  House,  and  no^v  expects  different 
treatment  from  that  which  it  has  meted 
out  to  others.  Although  members  of  the 
party  have  been  sauealing  throughout  the 
country  liecause  ,the  FiSier  Goiertiment 
was  put  out  of  <^fice  before  it  could  intro- 
duce a  Bill,  this  motion  of  want  of  con- 
fi  dence  was  moved  before  the  present 
Government  had  such  an  opportimity.  An- 
other ground  of  complaint  seems  to  be 
that  no  reason  was  given  for  the  dismissal 
of  the  Fisher  Gorernment.  But  the 
Labour  Party  gave  no  reason  for  combin- 
ing with  the  then  Opposition  to  defeat  the 


late  Deakin  Government.  The  vindic- 
tiveness  and  abuse  poured  out  by  the  ex- 
Attomey-General  throughout  the  country 
recalls  forcibly  the  phrase  in  which  he  was 
described  on  a  previous  occasion  of  the 
kind  as  "  screammg  because  he  was  being 
taken  away  too  early  from  the  political 
tart  sh(^.'*  The  Labour  Party  is  acting  a 
childish  and  ridiculous  part.  Children, 
when  they  behave  in  this  way,  usually  re- 
ceive a  good  smacking,  and  I  should  like 
to  have  a  hand  in  smacking  the  Labour 
Party.  Some  of  its  members  are  already,  by 
their  uproar,  squealing  in  anticipation  of  the 
punishment.  I  have  here  the  c^icial  reprat 
of  their  fourth  Commonwealth  political  con- 
ference, which  was  opened  at  the  Trades 
Hall,  Brisbane,  on  6th  July,  1908.  It  is 
oflidally  publifdied  bv  the  Honorable^  Mr. 
Hinchciiffe,  M.L.C., "Secretary  to  the  Con- 
ference, and  a  member  of  <Mie  of 
those  bodies  which  the  party  professes 
great  anxiety  to  abolish.  I  notice,  too, 
that  the  Victorian  State  Labour  Party,  at 
its  Easter  conference,  accepted  a  proposal 
of  the  Hampden  branch  thnt  a  plank  of 
the  platform  for  the  next  election  should 
be  a  referendum  as  to  the  abolition  of  the 
Legislatire  Assembly.  Apparently,  it  is 
proposed  in  Victoria  to  sweep  away  both 
Council  and  Assembly,  notwithstanding  that 
the  latter  is  elected  on  an  adult  suffrage. 
This  would  leave  public  matters  to  be  con- 
trolled entirely  by  the  secret  and  unrepre- 
sentative caucus  which  meets  at  the  Trades 
Hall.  The  platform  of  the  Labour 
Party  has  to  be  signed  by  men  who 
do  'not  believe  in  it,  and  to  be  sup- 
ported by  men  who  have  condemned  several 
of  its  planks.  Every  <Hie  of  its  good 
planks  has  been  stolen  from  the  Liberals, 
and  members  of  ihe  party  at  times  have 
done  their  best  to  destroy  them.  Labour 
members  are  pledged  on  all  questions  affec- 
ting the  platform  to  ^»)te  as  a  majority  of 
the  parliamentary  party  may  decide  at  a 
duly  CMistituted  caucus  meeting.  That 
pledge  they  have  to  sign.  Should  the 
caucus  at  any  time  decide  that  the  fiscal 
question  is  covered  by  the  words  "new 
protection" — and  new  protection  must  de- 
pend on  old  protection — the  party  would 
do  its  best  to  secure  free-traders  by  leaving 
fiscalism  and  the  Tariff  alone,  because  if 
the  fiscal  question  were  made  a  distinct 
issue,  a  majority  of  free-traders  in  the 
caucus  would  decide  the  action  of  the  party. 

Mr.  Foster. — We  have  a  free  hand  on 
the  fiscal  questm^iizedbyCjOOglC 
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Mr.  CROUCH.— If  the  honorable  mem- 
ber signs  the  platform  he  has  not,  because, 
if  twenty  free-traders  were  returned  as 
members    of    the    Labour    Party,  and 

the  remaining  fifty-four  members  of 
this  House  were  protecticmists,  the 
country  would  be  given  a  free-trade  policy, 
notwithstanding  the  obvious  declaration 
of  the  electorates  for  Protection.  And 
yet  that  party  claims  to  be  democratic. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  if  the  Labour  Party 
consisted  of  thirty-eight  members,  and  they 
had  a  majority  

Mr.  Tudor. — They  will  have  a  majority 
before  any  other  party. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— False  prophets  used  to 
be  stonefl ;  now-a-days  they  aro  only  asked 
not  to  make  silly  interjections.  If  twenty 
members  of  that  party  of  thirty-eight  were 
free-traders,  and  thirty-eight  is  necessary 
for  them  to  ccmstitute  a  majority  of  this 
House,  those  twenty  could  insist  on.  a  free- 
trade  policy  being  adopted. 

Mr.  Hughes. — That  is  absolutely  on- 
true  1 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Will  the  honorable 
member  for  West  Sydney  withdraw  that 
remark. 

Mr.  Hughes. — I  withdraw  the  remark, 
but  say  that  the  statement  is  inaccurate, 
and  that  the  honorable  member  knows  it. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — It  is  untrue. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Hindmarsh  must  withdraw  that  re- 
mark. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — It  does  not  half  ex- 
press my  feelings,  so  I  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  Crouch.— I  object  to  the  form  in 
which  the  honorable  member  for  West  Syd- 
ney makes  the  withdrawal,  because  I  think 
it  is  merely  a  repetition  of  the  charge. 
The  honorable  member  says  that  the  state- 
ment I  made  is  inaccurate,  and  that  I  know 
it  to  be  so. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  did  not  hear  the 
words  quoted  by  the' honorable  member  for 
Corio.  If  the  honorable  member  for  West 
Sydney  said  the  remark  was  inaccurate, 
and  that  the  honorable  member  for  Corio 
knew  it  to  be  so,  it  is  merely  a  re-affirma- 
ti<xi  of  the  previous  statement,  and  I  ask 
him  to  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  Hughes. — If  the  honorable  member 
f<»  Corio  looks  at  the  programme—— 

Honorable  Members. — Withdraw  ! 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  ask  the  honorable 
m«Dber  to  withdraw  tiie  remark. 

Mr.  Hughes. — I  say  that  if  the  htmor- 
able  member  for  Corio  will  look  at  the  pro- 


gramme in  his'  hand  he  will  see  that  tue 
statement  he  made  is  inaccurate. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  ask  the  honorable 
member  for  West  Sydney  to  withdraw  the 

words  he  used. 

Mr.  HCtghes. — I  shall  say  th.it  the  state- 
ment is  inaccurate,  and  withdraw  the  state- 
ment that  the  honorable  member  knows  it 
to  be  so. 

Mr.  CROUCH. — I  am  rather  sorry,  in 
one  way,  that  I  had  to  press  the  honorable 
member  for  West  Svdney  to  withdraw  the 
remark,  liecause  of  his  conduct  on  previous 
occasions  when  he  has  been  called  upon 
to  withdraw.  If  I  wifhdraw  a  statement, 
I  do  so  because  I  am  sorrv  to  have  mads 
it  in  an  assemblage  of  gentlemen,  ajid  I  do 
not  subsequently  rei^eat  it  and  glory  in  it 
on  platforms  tliroughout  the  country.  The 
only  occasion  on  which  I  remember  the 
honorable  member  to  have  finally  and  com- 
pletely withdrawn  a  statement  was  in  rela- 
tion to  the  "six  potters,"  and  that  state- 
ment he  withdrew,  after  a  most  deliberate 
speech  in  the  House,  in  an  interview  with 
a  newspaper  reporter  in  the  lobby.  The 
honorable  member,  in  view  of  the  facts, 
must  be  either  illogical,  or  shutting  bis  eyes 
to  the  true  meaning  of  written  words,  which 
I  shall  read— 

I  hereby  pledge  myself  not  to  oppose  the  can- 
didate selected  by  the  recognised  political 
Labour  organization,  and,  if  elected,  to  do  my 
utmost  to  carry  out  the  principles  embodied  in 
the  Australian  Labour  Party's  Platform,  and 
on  all  questions  affecting  the  Platform  to  Tote 
as  ft  majority  o{  the  parliamentary  part^  may 
decide  at  a  duly  constitnted  caucus  meeting. 

Mr.  Bahford. — Read  the  platform. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— I  shall  read  it  too 
much  for  the  honorable  member.  At  the 
present  moment,  the  only  important  point 
on  the  platfwm  is — 

New  Protection. — Ameodmolt  of  Constitnlion 
to  ensure  effective  Federal  legislation  for  new 

protection  and  arbitration.  . 

But  there  cannot  be  new  Protection  unless 
it  is  based  on  protection  to  the  manufac- 
turers;  otherwise  we  are  resting  an  apex 
on  a  base  that  does  not  exist.  I  repe-^-t 
that,  under  the  circumstances  I  have  indi- 
cated, twenty  members  of  the  Labour  Party 
could  swamp  the  opinions  of  the  whole  of 
the  fifty-four  protectionists  returned  to  the 
House,  and  rule  the  entire  country.  If 
honorable  members  regard  that  as  demo- 
cracy, and  as  representing  the  vcnce  of  the 
people,  it  is  a  sort  of  democracy  to  which 
I  cannot  subscribe.  I  .should  like  to  quote 
from  an  article  written  by  Mr.  JF.  Anste} , 
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one  of  the  ablest  members  of  the  State 
Labour  Party,  who  has  been  defeated  fojr 
the  constituency  of  Bourke,  and  will,  I 
think,  be  defeated  again. 

Mr.  Frazbk. — He  will  shortly  be  with  us 
here! 

Mr.  CROUCH.  —  Mr.  Anstey  may 
shortly  be  with  the  honorable  member  for 
Kalgoorlie,  who  will  probably  be  part  of 
the  rejected  wreckage.  The  article  by 
Mr.  Anstey,  which  is  signed,  appeared  in 
the  Labour  Call,  the  special  organ  of  the 
Labour  Socialists,  of  5th  November,  1908, 
and  contained  the  following  : — 

It  is  said  that  '*  every  question  is  a  Labour 
question";  that  the  Labour  Party  "must  de- 
clare its  position  on  every  question."  This  is 
something  new.  Is  free-trade  or  protection  a 
Labour  issue?  If  lo,  why  have  we  not  declared 
our  position?  Why  have  we  left  every  man  in 
every  State  a  free  hand?  Wh^  liave  we  been 
avowedly  protectionist  in  Victoria,  and  anything 
you  like  in  other  States? 

"Avowedly  protectionist,"  he  says  his  party 
has  been  !  This  is  the  man  who  is  to  be 
a  candidate  for  Bourke,  one  of  the  most 
PnMecttonist  constituencies  in  Victoria.  He 
continues — 

Ask  free-trade  Labour  members  to  carry  the 
protectionist  banner,  and  they  will  sing  a  dif- 
ferent song  to  what  some  of  them  do  on  com- 
pulsoiy  training  for  others.  Freedom  of  action 
on  fiscaiism,  solidarity  on  militarism,  that  is 
their  demand. 

We  have  a  Tariff  that  was  fought  for  in 
the  teeth  of  the  opposition  of  a  number  of 
I^abour  members,  who  did  not  give  it  that 
support  which,  if  they  believe  in  the  new 
Protection,  they  ought  to  have  given. 

Mr.  WATKiNS.—Was  that  why  the  honor- 
able member  went  home  early  every  night 
during  the  Tariff  debates? 

Mr.  CROUCH.— I  suppose  T  should 
not  answer  that  interjection,  although  it 
will  get  into  Hansard,  and  mav  do  me  con- 
sidemble  harm,  seeing  that  the  honorable 
member  is  of  such  authority  that  his  word 
weighs  against  anv  denial  I  may  make.  1 
can  quite  see  now  why  it  was  tlxat  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  at  Gympie  said 
that  tile  countr\'  had  declared  for  Protec- 
ti<»i  "  rightly  or  wrcMigly."  The  honor- 
able member  was  treading  on  a  volcano ;  if 
he  had  said  "  rightly,"  he  might  have 
fallen  into  the  Free-trade  abyss,  and  if  he 
had  said  "  wrongly,"  the  protectionist  gulf 
would  have  swallowed  his  party,  and  I 
do  not  know  what  would  have  happened. 
Possibly  he  might  have  found  that  some 
of  the  Protectionist  members  of  his  party 
would  cast  aside  the  chains  of  the  political 
[,6] 


machine,  and,  like  some  other  strong  men, 
relieve  themselves  of  the  intolerable  pres- 
sure placed  upon  them. 

Mr.  McDouGALL. — Name  those  men. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— I  think  I  have  only  to 
quote  from  the  earlier  debates  of  this 
House  to  show  that  considerable  time  was 
taken  up  by  honorable  members  opposite  in 
the  repudiation  of  men  who  had  formerly 
been  members  of  their  party.  It  does  not 
matter  to  me  whether  the  honorable  member 
for  Parramatta,  the  honwable  member  for 
Bourke,  the  honorable  member  for  Batman, 
the  honorable  member  for  Maribynxmg, 
and  Senator  Trenwith  were  or  were  not 
formerly  members  of  the  Labour  Partv ; 
but  the  Opposition  evidently  think  it  of 
much  importance  that  some  men  ha\'e  in 
them  the  love  of  liberty  developed  so 
strongly  that  they  could  not  bear  the  chains 
and  ign<xniny  of  the  organization  any 
longer;  indeed,  that  is  one  of  the  worst 
charges  thar  the  Opposition  can  hurl 
against  these  supporters  of  the  Government. 
Up  to  recently  the  Victorian  members  of 
the  Labour  Party  insisted  on  a  Protection- 
ist plank  in  their  pl.itform,  but,  at  the  t)e- 
hest  of  caucus,  which  is  declared  by  one  of 
the  leading  members  of  the  party  to  be  an 
unrepresentative  body,  those  members  are 
evidently  preparing  to  accept  whatever  fiscal 
decision  may  be  arrived  at  by  the  majority 
of  their  colleagues.  Formerly  Victorian 
Labour  members  had  to  sign  a  pledge  to 
support  Protection,  but  at  present  the  four 
members  from  Victoria—they  are  dwindling 
away — are  absolutely  at  the  mercy  of  mem- 
Ixjr.s  from  other  States  who  may  hold  dif- 
ferent fiscal  opinions.  A  Victori.m  Labour 
candidate  may  tell  the  constituents  of 
Yarra,  Melbourne,  or  Port  Melbourne  that 
he  is  a  Protectionist,  but  he  has  to  admit 
that  he  is  only  so  until  a  majority  of  re- 
presentatives from  other  constituencies, 
who  may  happen  to  be  Free  traders,  have 
decided  upon  the  course  to  be  adopted.  I 
am  glad  to  see  that  the  Labour  Party  de- 
sire to  stick  as  closely  as  possible  to  the 
jKjIicy  of  the  Deakin  Ministry,  and  to  steal 
as  much  as  they  can  of  the  Liberalism  it 
represents.  The  honorable  member  for 
West  Sydney  openly  gloried  in  it  at  his 
Geelong  meeting.  The  Labour  P.Trty  have 
adopted  almost  entirely  the  plank  of  the 
Deakin  Government  in  regard  to  compul- 
sory military  training,  as  shown  by  the 
following  extract  from  thear  platform : — 

Citizen  Defence  Force,  wifF' conmuIiHy  mili- 
tary training,  aQcPiMft^lka^Vnl^  ^hnd  eon 
trolled  Navy. 
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Sir  William  Lyne. — The  meeting  at 
Geelong  killed  the  honorable  member ;  and 
I  am  sorry  to  say  so,  because  he  is  a  friend 

of  mine. 

Mr.  CROUCH.  —  The  first  sigri  of 
friendship  is  the  absence  of  bitter  a.^de8. 
The  honorable  member  for  Himae  with,  1 
am  sure,  all  kindly  feeling  in  his  heart, 
refers  to  an  unfortunate  meeting  in  Gee- 
long,  where  my  TOice,  in  endea\-ouring  to 
speak  to  intelligent  men  and  wwnen,  was 
drowned  by  an  organized  opposition  of 
members  of  the  Labour  ranks.  It  is,  per- 
haps, because  of  my  inability  to  express 
myself  as  fully  and  carefully  as  I  would 
have  liked  at  Geelwig,  that  I  am  inflicting 
these  remarks  on  the  House  to-day. 

Mr.  Frazer. — Why  did  not  the  honor- 
able member  have  admission  by  ticket,  as 
did  the  Prime  Minister? 

Mr.  CROUCH.— Had  I  thought  there 
was  to  be  such  a  rowdy  meeting  I  might 
have  adopted  the  tactics  of  ,four  Labour 
members  who  held  a  meeting  at  Geelong  the 
previous  week,  and  taken  up  a  compulsory 
collection  at  the  door.  The  meeting  was 
well  worth  threepence. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — At  Brunswick  there 
was  a  collection  at  the  doors  befwe  the 
audience  left  the  meeting. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — The  honorable 
member  for  Bourke's  tongue  should  be 
for  ever  silent. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — Order!  Honorable 
members  must  be  aware  tiiat  I  camiot  per- 
mit such  a  course  of  omduct  as  has  beoi 
followed  during  the  last  few  moments. 
Thev  tnust  have  regard  for  the  dignity  of 
the  House  and  the  constituencies  they  re- 
present. 

Mr.  CR0LX:H.— The  meeting  was  well 
worth  threepence,  because  on  tlie  occasion 
in  question  the  late  Attorney- General  fairly 
excelled  himself  by  abusing  even  me. 
I  have  heard  of  a  modern  American  who, 
on  visiting  Egypt,  stood  before  the  Sphinx, 
with  his  fingers  to  bis  nose,  and  on  learn- 
ing that  the  honorable  member  fen*  West 
Sydney  at  this  meeting  abused  me,  one 
cannot  help  being  surprised  at  the  remark- 
2ble  audacity  of  these  Labour  men.  Jfy 
constituents,  who  think  a  lot  of  me,  evi- 
dently considered  it  would  be  good  fun  to 
hear  Crouch  getting  a  gruelling,  and  con- 
sequently some  of  them  paid  threepence 
each  to  enter  the  meeting.  The  difficulties 
of  getting  an  audience  were  such  that  their 
meeting  did  not  start  until  8.25  p.m.,  and 
I  was  so  anxious  to  ccmrert  the  Labour 
men  that  I  freelv   distributed  handbills 


stating  that  I  intended  to  reply  to  the 
innuendoes,  abuse,  and  vindictive  statements 
which  constitute  the  ordinary  language  of 
the  honorable  member  for  West  Sydney. 
Fully  forty  Labour  men  entered  my  meet- 
ing, but  I  date  say  that  after  hearing  my 
speech,  only  live  Labour  men  went  out ;  the 
rest  were  converted  rai  the  spot.  I  pro- 
pose to  show  why  the  Labour  Party 
ha\-e  to  agree  with  the  plank  in  the 
Deakin  platform  in  regard  to  a  citizai 
defence  force  and  compulsory  mili- 
tary training.  I  have  here  a  copy  of  the 
official  report  of  the  proceedings  at  the  Poli- 
tical Labour  Conference,  held  at  Brisbane 
in  July  last,  and  at  page  17  I  find  that  the 
honorable  member  for  Darwin,  who  at- 
tended that  conference  as  a  representative 
of  Tasmania,  said  that  Labour — in  refer- 
ring to  the  question  of  compulsory  military 
training — 

proposed  to  adopt  the  most  diabolical  methods 
of  Europe  and  give  the  gilt-sparred  raosteis 
I>owcr  to  blow  a  bugle  and  snatch  fanneiV 
sonSj  business  men's  sons,  and  Labour  men's  sons, 
and  send  them  to  the  front. 

The  honorable  member  believes,  then,  that 
compulsory  military  training  is  a  diabolical 
system.  Yet,  in  order  to  secure  the  Labour 
nomination  for  Darwin,  he  has  had  to  sign 
a  platform  which  makes  prmision  fOT 
its  adoption.  If  he  were  a  free  man,  he 
could  stand  by  his  opinions.  Then,  again, 
I  find  that  Mr.  Holman,  another  del^ate, 
said  he 

was  against  the  miserable  cadet  tjAem  and  the 
erroneous  views  which  it  tended  to  create  on  im- 

mature  minds. 

Another  delegate,  a  Mrs.  Dwyer,  said  she 
regretted  that  anything  legalising  mur- 
der  

Mr.  Kino  O'.Malley. — Hear,  bear. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— Although  not  guilty  of 
it,  I  have  been  charged  with  inconsistency, 
but  is  it  not  surprising  that  the  braioraUe 
member  for  Darwin  ^ould  cheer  a  state- 
ment by  Mrs.  Dwyer  that  compulsory 
military  training  is  a  system  that  provide 
for  legalised  murder,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  he  has  signed  a  platfonn  in  which 
that  plank  finds  a  place  and  whtcb  be 
is  forced  to  support?  Mrs.  Dwyer 
said  that  she  regretted  that  anything  l^al- 
ising  murder  should  emanate  from  a 
Labour  man.  She  did  not  see  why  mili- 
tary training  should  be  cmnpulsorv.  Then, 
again,  the  honorable  manbo-  far  Yarra 
was  against  compulsion,  anc^Ci|3iSed  the 
plank  should  remain  as  it  was. 
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Dr.  Wilson. — Has  he  signed  the  ticket? 

Mr.  CROUCH.— Of  course  he  has  to.  He 
has  agreed  to  the  plank  of  compulsory  train- 
ing, although  he  is  against  it.  Still  another 
delegate  at  the  Conference,  Mr.  Anstey, 
MX. A.,  of  Victoiia,  declared  against  com- 
pulsion, but  he  has  had  to  sign  the  plat- 
form. It  was  annoum^d  a  little  while  ago 
that  he  would  be  a  candidate  for  the  elec- 
torate-of  Bourke  at  the  next  general  elec- 
tion, but  for  a  long  while  he  refused  to 
nominate.  He  held  back,  and  at  first  I 
was  inclined  to  think  this  was  due  to  the 
fact  that  he  did  not  want  to  give  up  his 
seat  in  the  State  Parliament,  and  risk 
being  left  in  outer  darkness.  I  was, 
perhaps,  doing  him  an  injustice.  His  tardi- 
ness in  coming  forward  may,  perhaps,  have 
been  due  to  the  fact  that,  having  declared 
against  ampulsory  military  training,  and 
having  declared  that  the  Victorian  Labour 
men  were  cmly  avowedly  protectionist,  he 
could  not  bring  himself  to  the  point  of 
signing  the  Federal  Labour  platform, 
which  makes  provision  for  it.  It  must 
have  required  the  efforts  of  every  member 
of  his  committee  to  drag  him  up  to  sign 
the  pledge.  At  page  19  of  the  report  of 
the  Conference,  Mr.  Anstey  is  reported  to 
have  said  that — 

The  property  did  not  belong  to  the  woikeis, 
and  if  Senator  Givens  wanted  to  fight  for  the 
man  who  had  the  money  be  should  be  allowed 
to  do  so. 

I  have  here,  also,  signed  articles  by  Mr. 
Anstey,  which  appeared  in  the  Labour 
papers,  from  which  it  would  appear  that  be 
thinks  that  conpulsory  military  training  is 
the  worst  form  of  defence  that  could  be 
adoi>ted.  But  the  "  jam  pot  "  still  exists, 
and  Mr.  Anstey  is  the  political  fly  who  has 
been  attracted  to  it.  He  intends  to  put  his 
fortunes  at  stake  by  standing  for  Bourke, 
and  he  will  stand  out. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Why  this  laughter? 

Mr,  CROUCH. — The  honorable  member 
for  Hume's  chatter  discwicerts  me.  If  it 
will  only  keep  him  quiet,  I  do  not  mind 
saying  to  please  him  and  amuse  the 
House  that  his  political  career  has,  through- 
out, been  marked  by  consistency  and  a  re- 
gard for  the  highest  principles.  This  atti- 
tude of  hostility  to  compulsory  training  was 
taken  up,  not  only  at  the  Brisbane  Confer- 
ence, but  elsewhere.  At  a  Labour  Congress 
held  in  Sydney,  in  April  last,  a  recom- 
mradation  fr(xa  the  clerks'  union  that  the 
Congress  approve  of  a  system  of  compulsory 
military  training  was  rejected.  The  reports 
show,  further,  that  a  Mr.  Coulls,  one  ol 
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the  Labour  delegates  from  the  Barrier 
branch  of  the  Amalgamated  Miners'  Asso- 
ciatioi,  said — 

When  this  country  becomes  fit  to  defend  then 
I  will  be  prepared  to  defend  it.  I'd  sooner  be 
shot  in  the  back  than  be  compelled  fo  defend  it 
as  it  is.  My  troubles  if  any  nation  wants  to 
come  to  Australia  and  capture  it  !  I  don't  care 
if  the  Japs  take  it.  I  say  this  because  we 
could  not  live  under  worse  conditions  ■  if  any 
other  nation  owned  Australia. 

Mr.  McDouGALL. — More  than  one  man 
holds  that  view. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts.— That  was  not  a 
political  Labour  Conference.  More  misre- 
presentation. 

Mr.  Roberts.— The  honorable  member 
will  not  be  shot  in  the  back  or  the  front  in 
defending  his  country. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— I  have  not  been  shot- 
in  the  back,  but  in  the  right  flank.  The 
honorable  member  for  Wannon  who  ats  on 
my  right  says  that  there  are  others  who 
agree  with  the  view  expressed  by  the  delegate 
from  Broken  Hill.  Has  the  honorable  mMn- 
ber  the  courage  to  say  that  he  indorses  it? 
No  !  He  thinks  discretion  the  better  part  of 
valour,  and  when  I  put  this  question  to 
him,  he  simply  twirls  his  moustache.  It  is 
a  very  pretty  moustache. 

Mr.  Webster.— What  is  the  honorable 
memljer  quoting  from  ? 

Mr.  Roberts. — The  honorable  member 
for  Corio  will  never  be  shot  anywhere  in 
defence  of  his  country. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — No.  He  will  run 
away. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — I  cannot  allow  the 

honorable  member  to  be  subjected  to  a  con- 
stant fire  of  interjections,  or  even  to  re- 
quests for  replies  to  interjections.  It  is  im- 
possible for  him  to  proceed  under  existing 
circumstances. 

Mr.  Webster. — Do  I  understand,  Mr. 
Speaker,  that  you  rule  that  an  honorable 
member  is  not  allowed  to  ask  another  hon- 
orable member  to  state  from  what  he  is 
quoting  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— What  I  have  just 
called  attentirai  to  is  that  the  honorable 
member  for  Corio  was  being  subjected  to 
such  a  constant  fire  of  interjections  that  it 
was  almost  impossible  for  me  to  hear  him, 
or  to  distinguish  sometimes  between  his 
voice  and  those  of  interjectors.  Such  a  pro- 
cedure is  entirely  out  of  order,  because  it 
prevents  the  hmorable  ^'j^p^Uv^  mak- 
ing his  own  spe^J^s<^t>ydtdMbf^tkr  what 
the     honorable     member     for  Gwy' 
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interjected ;  I  heard  only  a  storm  of  inter- 
jections coming  at  the  same  time  from 
half-a-dozen  honorable  members.  _ 

Mr.  ROBEWS.—May  I  explain.  Mr. 
SpKJter,  that  my  interjection  was  that  a 
fire  of  interjections  was  the  only  fire  to 
which  the  honorable  monber  would  ever 
subject  himself.  , 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  was  utterly  unable 
to  hear  what  the  hcmorable  member  for 
Adelaide  said,  and  that  farther  emphasizes 
the  objection  to  the  constant  interjections  to 
x^hich  I  have  called  attention.  I  ask  hon- 
orable members  to  refrain  from  these  inter- 
jections. ,  ' 

Mr.  CROUCH.— I  understand  that  the 
honorable  member  for  Adelaide  is  rather 
sore  because  I  have  not  responded  to  bis 
interjection  that  I  would  never  be  shot  in 
defence  of  my  country.    I  hope  that  I 
never  shall  be  shot.    I  would  certainly  be 
prepared  to  defend  my  country  whenever 
the  occasion  arose,  but  it  is  a  mistake  for 
any  one  to  imagine  that  I  have  any  desire 
to  be  shot.    In  case  there  is  any  doubt 
on   the  subject,    I  wish   to  emphatically 
declare  I  am  not  going  to  be  shot  if  I  can 
help  it.     The  honorable  member's  inter- 
jection reminds  me  that  as  the  representa- 
tive of  Adelaide  in  this  House,  he  suc- 
ceeded a  great  man,  the  late  >fr.  Charles 
Cameron  Kingston,  and  that  he  poses  as 
"  Kingston  the  Little."    It  is  unfortunate 
that  he  never  misses  an  opportunitv  to  send 
forth  his  shafts  of  bitterness,  and  it  is  well 
to  remind  him  that  the  honorable  gentleman 
whom  he  has  succeeded,  and  whom  he  ever 
attempts  to  imitate  and  to  parody,  never  went 
out  of  his  way  to  give  useless  offence  to  anv 
one.    Another  plank  in  the  Labour  Party's 
platform  is  that  providing  for  a  graduated 
tax  on  all  estates  over  £5'°°°  value, 
and  on  an  unimproved  basis.    That  has 
to  be  read  with  another  plank  providing  for 
*'  naval  and  military  expenditure  to  be  al- 
lotted from  proceeds  of  direct  taxation." 
The  two  planks  read  together  are  utterly 
inconsistent,    and    mutuallv  destructive. 
While  thev  claim  that  their  graduated  land 
tax  applies  only  to  estates  over  ;£5,ooo 
in  value,  and  appeal  to  the  smalt  farmers 
for  support,  asserting  that  no  revenue  will 
be  obtained  from  the  tax,  how  are  thev 
to  allot  the  Defence  expenditure  of  the 
Commonwealth,  which  totals  j^i, 700.000, 
out  of  the  proceeds  of  direct  taxation? 
They  say  that  the  Defence  expenses  are 
to  be,  not  paid  by,  but  allotted  frran,  the 
proceeds  of  direct  taxation,  showing  that, 
m  their  view,  the  proceeds  of  direct  land 


taxation  are  to  exceed  ;^i,700,ooo.  If  so, 
is  it  not  a  farce  and  a  scandal  for  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Labour  Opposition  to  go  round 
the  country  stating  that  the  small  farmers 
will  not  be  affected,  and  that  no  revenue 
will  be  obtained  from  the  land  tax?  On 
page  15  of  the  valuable  little  red  book 
—the  official  report  of  the  Labour  Con- 
ference—from which  I  have  already  quoted, 
I  find  that  Mr.  Grant,  a  delegate  from 
Tasmania,  made  the  following  statement: 

Mr.  Watson  had  said  that  the  progTMfire  land 
tax  was  not  for  revenue,  but  tor  the  bunting 
up  of  the  large  estates. 

Although  Mr.  Watson  subsequently  denied 
that  he  had  said  that,  and  claimed  that  the 
object  of  the  tax  was  only  incidentally  to 
obtain  re\'enue,  that  is  the  impression 
that  Mr.  Grant  had.  Then  Mr.  Hol- 
man,  the  vice-president  of  the  New  South 
Wales  Labour  Party,  is  reported  on  the 
same  page  to  have  said — 
The  tax  was  not  really  a  revenue-producing  tax, 
and  whatever  revenue  was  derived  from  it  would 
be  incidental  to  the  accomplishment  of  its  pri- 
mary objects. 

The  honorable  member  for  Coolgardie,  who 
was  a  delegate  from  Western  Australia, 
made  the  following  statements — 

The  necessity  of  direct  taxation  did  not  seem 
to  him  a  possibility  confronting  (hem  at  that 
stage.  ....  He  would  like  to  see 
it  made  clear  that  it  was  not  the  intention  of 
the  Federal  party  to  impose  a  second  land 
tax  where  the  State  )and  tax  held  good,  or  viV< 
vend. 

The  honorable  member  for  Coolgardie, 
therefore,  actually  wants  to  apply  the  land 
tax  only  where  no  State  land  tax  applies, 
and  as  the  Prime  Minister  has  pointed  out 
that  there  is  a  form  of  land  tax  in  ewy 
State,  the  honorable  member  evidently  does 
not  want  a  Federal  land  tax  at  all.  The 
honorable  member  for  Boothby  was  also 
present  as  a  delegate,  and  on  page  1 5  of 
this  most  valuable  report — this  little  red 
book  that  discloses  the  secrets  of  the  char- 
nel  house — he  is  shown  to  have  said — 

It  was  idle  to  expect  much  revenue  from  a  tax 
of  this  kind. 

To  meet  the  cost  of  naval  and  military  ex- 
penditure from  the  proceeds  of  direct  taxa- 
tion, the  Labour  Party  must  get  more  than 
700,000  from  their  land  tax,  and,  con- 
sequently  the  admissions  of  members  of  the 
party  throughout  that  debate  that  there 
would  be  no  revenue  from  the  tax,  with  its 
;^5,ooo  exemption,  are  nothing  but  a  de- 
lusion and  a  snare,  and  a  trick,  in  order 
to  get  small  farmers'  votes.  It  is  plain 
that  as  soon  as  they  have  imposedjthetr  tax* 
the  first  thing  they  will  do  


Motion  of 


[25  June,  1909.]         Want  ol  Confidence.  445 


Ministerial  Members. — Hear,  hear  ! 

Mr.  Batchelor. — Does  the  h<Hiorab!e 
member  hear  the  "  small  fanners  "  cheer- 
ing him? 

Mr.  Thomas. — Small  farmers  like  the 
iKHiorable  member  for  Fawkner  I 

Mr.  CROUCH.— Hear  the  contempt 
being  poured  by  the  Labour  Party  on  the 
small  farmers!  It  is  an  echo  of  the 
speeches  that  were  made  by  responsible 
members  of  the  late  Government,  objecting  to 
the  change  of  venue  of  the  trial  of  Tom 
Mann  and  others  to  Aibury,  where  they 
practically  stated  that  the  small  farmers 
■would  not  do  them  justice.  Those 
Ministers  of  the  Crown,  who  are  now  so 
. ready  to  go  up  and  down  the  country  ap- 
pealing to  the  small  farmers  for  support, 
had  at  that  time  so  much  contempt  for 
them  that  they  declared  that  they  would 
be  prepared  to  perjure  themselves, 
and  violate  the  oath  which  every 
man  takes  on  going  into  the  jury 
box.  The  affection  for  the  small  farmer 
has  only  been  developed  on  that  side 
in  the  last  ten  minutes,  but  stil!  any  de- 
i-elopment  in  that  direction  is  refreshing. 
^  Mr.  J.  Thorne,  from  the  New  2^aland 
Trades  and  Labour  Council,  is  reported  to 
have  said  at  the  Melbourne  Trades  Hall, 
on  21st  May  of  this  year,  that  one  of  the 
worst  things  that  they  could  do  was  to 
create  small  farmers  in  New  Zealand,  be- 
cause they  were  against  the  righteous 
Labour  men.    These  are  his  words — 

Tbe  result  of  the  progressive  tegtslation  was 
that  where  the  men  in  the  towns  had  had  to  fight 
one  Tory  land-holder,  who  was  exploiting  the 
people,  they  had  now  to  fight  twenty  little  Tory 
land-holders.  The  workers  and  Socialists  of 
INew  Zealand  saw  that  it  did  not  matter  whether 
4hey  were  robbed  by  one  man  or  twenty. 
Mr.  Thorne  received  the  thanks  of  the  Vic- 
torian Trades  Hall  Council,  and  Mr.  J. 
l«mmon,  M.L.A.,  remarked  amidst  cheers, 
that  he  thought  Mr.  Thome  had  taken  the 
right  view.  The  small  farmers  on  that  oc- 
casion were  considered  robbers  and  ex- 
ploiters. The  Labour  Party's  sudden 
extraordinary  affection  for  the  farmer  shows 
that  even  they  do  not  stand  still  for  ever. 
To  show  that  the  jQs,ooo  exemption  was 
proposed  in  order  to  gain  the  support  of  the 
anall  farmer.  Senator  Findley,  on  page  16 
of  the  same  book  from  which  I  have  al- 
ready quoted,  said — 

By  indorsing  the  exemption  of  £s,ooo  Lbboar 
<ouId  prove  conclusively  that  they  deured  to 
lielp  the  fanners  and  were  on  the  side  of  the 
floor  man. 

That  smells  of  votes.  They  are  gnng  to 
help  the  small  farmer  in  another  way.  Tbe 


Victorian  Labour  Council,  at  its  last  Con- 
ference at  Easter,  added  some  new  planks 
to  its  platform.  One  of  them  was  to  help 
the  small  farmer  by  the  establishment  of 
Government  farms  in  oppositicHi  to  them. 
We  have  always  been  in  a  certain  amount 
of  doubt  as  to  whether  the  Labour  Party 
had  declaxed  itself  to  be  a  Socialist  party 
or  not.  I  have  heard  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Boothby  declare  that  he  was  not  a 
Socialist,  while  the  hc»K»able  member  for 
Barrier  has  said  distinctly  that  he  is  a 
Socialist. 

Opposition    Mbmbers. — We    are  all 

Socialists. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— The  confidence  of  the 
Socialists  in  their  members,  however,  does 
not  extend  to  letting  them  remain  in  Par- 
liament CHK%  they  are  in.  The  machine  is 
putting  on  another  screw,  for  the  Socialist 
League,  which  is  a  very  strong  body  at 
Broken  Hill,  has  passed  a  resolution  that 
every  member  before  he  is  elected  either  as 
a  Labour  member  or  a  Socialist,  will  have 
to  hand  in  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Speaker 
of  the  House,  and  ccMitaining  his  resigna- 
tion. That  letter  is  to  be  kept  by  the 
Socialist  League  of  the  Barrier  to  be  used 
against  the  member  as  occasion  requires. 

■  Mr,  McDouGAtL. — If  he  breaks  his 
pledges. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— The  people  who  are  to 
judge  whether  he  has  broken  his  pledges 
are  a  small  body  of  six  or  seven  men  meet- 
ing in  a  secret  chamber,  who  are  to  send  a 
wire  to  the  member  two  or  three  days  after 
they  have  posted  his  resignation  to  the 
Speaker,  so  as  to  be  sure  that  there  will  be 
no  chance  of  his  withdrawing  his  resigna- 
tion before  the  Speaker  gets  it,  calling 
ppon  him  to  c(»ne  up  and  meet  the  Social- 
ists and  explain  things.  I  am  reminded 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Cook  that 
the  Socialist  League  is  against  the  Labour 
Party.  I  am  aware  that  the  Labour  Party 
have  these  deeper  depths  to  fathom.  In 
fact,  it  is  rapidly  becoming  the  party  of  the 
centre.  They  have  now  the  Socialists  on 
their  own  flank.  That  is  the  reason  why 
many  of  them  are  declaring  themselves  to 
be  Socialists,  in  order  to  conciliate  both 
sides ;  but  they  will  have  to  take  a 
very  different  line  of  action  if  they  do  iwt 
declare  themselves  to  be  in  favour  of  the 
platform  of  the  .organization  known  as  the 
Industrial  Workers  of  the  World.  T  have 
here  some  of  the  literature  of  that  body. 
To  show  what  the  h(Hi<tfShle,  mefriber  for 
Wannon  and  oth^if 'fii%S*^^to)  and  how 
necessary  it  will  be  for  them  to  OHiie  i 
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out  of  the  wet  very  quickly  and  give  up 
the  machine,  od&  of  these  Industrial 
Workers  of  the  World  told  me  that  they 
are  not  gomg  to  vote  for  the  Labour  men 
at  the  next  election. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts.— Hear,  bear.  We 
dcHi't  want  them. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— The  honorable  member 
for  Cook  is  a  man  who  does  not  want  any 
votes.  He  never  looks  after  votes.  He  is 
wasted  in  this  House,  and  if  he  put  up 
in  New  South  Wales  for  the  Senate  he 
would  sweep  the  country.  To  read  his 
speeches,  such,  for  instance,  as  the  one  he 
delirered  last  night,  would  be  sufficient 
indorsement  of  him  to  any  intelligent  or 
fair-minded  constituency.  My  only  fear  is 
that  he  niU  come  to  Cwio,  but  as  he  does 
not  want  votes  I  am  sure  that  the  Indus- 
trial Workers  of  the  World  will  not  vote 
for  him. 

Mr.  J.  H'.  Catts. — My  speech  did  not 
contain  as  much  falsehood  as  the  honor- 
able member's  does. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— I  would  ask  that  the 
h<morable  member  be  called  to  order. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Will  the  honorable 
member  for  Cook  withdraw  the  remark  ? 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts. — In  deference  to  your 
ruling,  sir,  I  am  compelled  to  withdraw, 
but  if  the  honorable  m^ber  made  the 
statement  outside  

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  am  quite  unable  to 
say  whether  the  honorable  member  has 
withdrawn  the  remark  or  not.  The  House 
ought,  at  least,  to  give  me  an  opportunity 
of  Knowing  whether  my  direction  has  been 
complied  with.  Will  the  honorable  member 
kindly  withdraw  his  remark? 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts. — I  did  withdraw,  and 
I  explained  that,  although  the  language 
ireed  was  unparliamentary  in  the  House,  it 
would  not  be  unparliamentary  outside. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  cannot  accept  that 
as  a  withdrawal.  I  ask  the  honorable  mem- 
ber to  withdraw  without  any  qualificaticm. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts.— I  withdraw. 

Mr.  CROUCH. — I  assure.you,  sir,  that 
I  will  not  go  outside ;  the  fate  reserved 
for  me  would  be  too  horrible.  I  do  not 
wish  to  be  gobbled  up  in  two  bites.  I 
have  now  a  quotation  to  make  from  the 
Worker,  of  the  4th  February,  1909.  It 
is  a  divergence,  but  this  little  redoubt 
stands  in  the  way,  and  I  have  to  clear  it 
before  resuming  the  general  engagement. 
In  a  discussion  at  the  New  South  Wales 
Labour  Confess,  one  of  the  ablest  mem- 
bers of  the  New  South  Wales  Labour  Party 

"culed  the  representative  character  of 


the  Federal  Conference,  Mr.  Holman  say- 
ing that — 

he  viewed  the  Inter-State  body  as  being  non- 
representative,  because  he  found  Mr.  Speoce 
representing  Western  Australia  and  Mr.  Catts 
Tasmania.  Then  the  gathering  was  held  in  a 
haphazard  way.  It  was  compMed  largely  of 
members  of  Parliament  and  officials,  and  when 
these  thirty-six  men  passed  a  resolution  it  was 
binding  on  those  of  the  Stat«,  and  he  felt  that 
if  some  alterations  were  not  made  there  would 
be  a  split. 

There  were  nine  representatives  from  New 
South  Wales,  six  from  Queensland,  six 
from  Victoria,  five  from  South  Australia, 
five  from  Western  Australia,  and  four  frcan 
Tasmania. 

Mr.  King  O'Malley. — Six   from  Tas- 
mania. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— Two  of  the  represen- 
tatives of  Tasmania  were  New  South  Wales 
members.  They  were  the  honorable  mem- 
bers for  Cook  and  New  England.  Of 
these,  I  doubt  whether  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Cook  has  ever  seen  Tasmania. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.—That  is  not  true.  I 
was  elected  by  the  Tasmanian  Conference 
to  represent  the  State. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— Then  the  honorable 
member  has  seen  Tasmania  although  he 
comes  from  New  South  Wales.  New 
South  Wales  contains  more  free-traders 
than  does  any  other  State,  and  yet  this 
Conference  which  met  to  decide  the  policy 
of  the  party,  which,  should  it  obtain  power, 
would  becOTie  the  policy  of  Australia,  and 
which  was  supposed  to  represent  all  the 
States  equally,  gave  New  South  Wales  a 
representation  50  per  cent,  greater  than 
the  representation  of  Victoria,  and  125  per 
cent,  greater  than  that  of  Tasmania.  The 
honorable  member  for  Cook  was  in  a  fight- 
ing mood,  and  replied  to  Mr.  Holman's 
rude  remarks  with  that  grace  of  diction 
and  courtesy  which  always  characterize 
him — 

Mr.  Catts,  M.H.R.,  considered  that  this  mat< 
ter  should  have  first  been  sent  to  the  Federal 
Party .  The  f  act  was  that  the  State  Party 
wanted  to  go  to  the  Conference  and  eet  its  own 
way,  and  if  it'  could  not  manage  U>at  to  rat 
on  Conference. 

Mr.  Holman's  reply  to  that  was  a  reference 
to  "  the  current  tripe  of  united  Australia." 
A  delegate  interjected,  "  That  is  a  nice  ex- 
pression to  use. ' '  The  episode  th^ 
closed.  I  wish  now  to  show  that 
Socialism  was  adopted  at  the  last  Victorian 
Labour  Conference,  and  that  the  Federal 
Labour  Partv  has  decIaEedJor  aimost  ob- 
jectionable fbrnPigipeSbaailMygtHie  Vic- 
torian Labour   Party   proposes  to  start 
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farms  m  opposition  to  the  small  farmer. 
At  the  Conference  held  on  the  loth  April 

■of  this  year  to  settle  its  future  programme— 

At  the  instance  of  the  Richmoad  and  Hamil- 
toa  biiiDches  it  was  decided  that  the  following 
new  plank  be  added  : — "  The  establishment  of 
State  farms,  mines,  factories  and  shops,  for 
the  purpose  of  odordiag  employment,  under  Go- 
■verament  supervision,  to  citizens  requiring  it, 
the  employees  to  be,  as  far  as  possible,  the  con- 
sumers of  the  wealth  they  produce  and  to  re- 
ceive as  wages  an  equivalent  of  the  net  total 
produced." 

If  the  party  had-its  way,  the  State  would 
be  the  only  employer.  It  would  be  a 
monopolist  of  labour,  and  if  a  man  were 
dismissed,  he  could  appeal  to  no  other 
employer,  as  no  other  would  exist.  Should 
a  butcher  come  along  and  ask  for  work,  he 
Siould  have  to  take  what  was  offered  to 
liim.  Under  this  system,  when  he  asked  what 
his  wages  would  be,  the  official  would  tell 
him  that  he  would  be  paid  f  rc«n  the  produce 
-of  his  labour,  getting  so  many  pounds  of 
beef,  perhaps  a  couple  of  legs  of  mutton, 
and  two  loin  chops  and  some  sausages.  A 
tailor  asking  for  wages  would  be  told, 
"  the  job  will  not  run  to  a  pair  of  trousers 
weekly,  as  the  Labour  Party's  wage  is  only 
I2S.  6d.  a  week,  but  we  can  give 
you  a  leg  this  week  and  the  other  next 
week.*'  If  a  farmer  asked  to  be  paid 
in  money,  he  would  be  told,  "  We  do  not 
believe  in  ann.  It  is  the  mark  of  the  ex- 
pl<nter.  Besides,  it  has  the  King's  head 
upon  it.  But  you  may  take  home  so  mucli 
grass  and  some  hay  for  the  children." 
The  2ist  resolution  of  the  Brisbane  Labour 
Conference  was — 

That  the  question  of  securing  representation 
of  the  Australian  Labour  Party  at  the  next  In- 
temational  Socialist' Conference  be  referred  to 
the  (Mmvening  _  executive  for  consideratiouj  with 
a  view  to  giving  effect  thereto. 

With  a  view  of  giving  effect  thereto !  That 
is  an  indorsement  of  the  platform  of  the 
Intematiwial- Socialist  Conference.  I  find 
that  the  first  meeting  of  the  Conference 
took  place  at  Amsterdam  in  1904,  and  the 
next  at  Stuttgart  in  1907.  The  Australian 
Labour  Party  has  declared  Socialism  to  be 
one  of  its  objectives,  while  the  Social 
Democratic  Federation  of  England,  which 
will  also  be  represented  at  the  Conference 
to  which  the  ex-Prime  Minister  and  cx-At- 
tOTney-General — possibly  accompanied  by 
the  honorable  member  for  Cook  as  repre- 
sentative of,  say.  South  America— may  go, 
advocates,  according  to  Modern  So- 
cialism, and  its  own  official  platform, 
among  what  it  considers  immediate 
l>olitical  reforms,  the  aboiition  of  the  Mon- 


archy, and  amon^  financial  and  fiscal 
reforms  the  repudiation  of  the  natioial 
Debt.  The  objective  of  International 
Socialism  is  difficult  to  determine,  and 

I  have  looked  up  every  book  on  the  subject 
in  the  library,  and  communicated  with 
prominent  Socialists  and  Socialist  bodies, 
hut  all  I  can  ascertain  is  this  definition 
from  the  International  Socialists'  Review — 
Objective  :  Socialisation  of  the  means  of  pro- 
duction, distribution,  and  exchange,  to  be  con- 
trolled by  a  democratic  State  ia  the  interests  of 
the  whole  community,  and  the  complete  emanci- 
pation of  labour  from  the  domination  of  capital- 
ism  and  landlordism,  with  the  establishment  of 
social  and  economic  equality  between  the  sexes. 

Some  of  the  resolutions  passed  at  the  Bris- 
bane Labour  Conference  are  worth  read- 
ing. The  Labour  Party  professedly 
stands  for  labour,  and  that  is  a  noble 
aspiration.  I  think  that  I  myself  stand 
for  the  best  interests  of  the  worker.  I  am 
a  worker  myself,  and  the  son  of  a  worker; 
and  am  proud  of  it.  But  when  T  find  re- 
actionary principles  adopted  by  the  Labour 
Party,  I  can  only  regard  those  who  follow 
them,  and  are  deceived  by  the  word 
"  labour,"  as  being  fooli^  and  ignorant 
in  the  extreme.  .  One  of  the  resolutions 
passed  at  that  Federal  Labour  Con- 
ference is  the  severest  attack  on  the 
rights  of  the  working  men  we  have  ever 
witnessed.  In  any  trade  we  know  that 
the  chance  the  worker  has  is  by  the  exercise 
of  his  brains  and  the  application  of  prac- 
tical methods  to  introduce  new  processes  ; 
and  he  is  occasionally  able  to  take  out  a 
patent  and  obtain  a  return  for  his  research. 
But  the  Federal  Conference  passed  the  fol- 
lowing resolution — 

That  the  existing  Patents  Act  should  be 
amended  to  provide  no  letters  patent  diould 
protect  any  patent  after  the  expiration  of  two 
years  from  registration. 

I  know  that  very  often  a  working  man  does 
not  take  out  a  patent  for  a  new  process  he 
may  discover ;  but,  if  he  does  so,  it  usually 
takes  the  greater  part  of  two  years  before 
he  is  able  to  find  capital  to  develop  it.  I 
regret  to  say  that  sometimes,  though  not 
always,  such  patents  are  stolen;  btit  if  the 
resolution  1  have  read  were  carried  into 
effect,  the  inventor  would  never  get  any  re- 
turn. In  the  past  the  Liberal  Party  have 
thought  it  wise,  in  the  face  of  the  oppo^- 
tion  of  employers,  capitalists,  and  ,  ex- 
ploiters— the  last  is  a  new  word  of  the 
Opposition  for  employers — to  give  a 
patentee  protection  for  a  period  of  fifteen 
to  twenty-two  years ;  but  the  Labour  Party 
would  wipe  out  all  our  Patent -Acts,  anH 
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need  not  substitute  any  other,  because  pro- 
tection for  two  years  would  be  only  an 
encumbrance  on  ingenuity. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts. — Was  that  resolution 
carried  ? 

Mr.  CROUCH.— I  find  from  the  report 
of  the  Conference  that  the  President  com- 
plained of  the  small  attendance,  and  asked 
vhether,  under  the  circumstances,  they 
rere  going  to  pass  important  lesoluticxis 
jmd  do  business,  so  that  the  representative 
of  Tasmania  does  not  appear  to  have 
known  what  was  happening.  I  can  only 
say  that  the  report  from  which  I  am  read- 
ing is  the  official  report. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts. — That  is  a  resolution 
Vhich  was  carried  forward  to  the  next  Con- 
ference for  consideration. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— In  the  report  it  is 
under  the  heading  of  "  Resolutions." 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts. — But  it  was  not  car- 
ried. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— Will  the  representative 
of  Tasmania  at  that  Conference,  or  the 
honorable  member  for  Cook — one  or  other 
of  them — say  that  the  resolution  was  not 

carried? 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts. — It  was  carried  for- 
ward to  the  next  Conference  fmr  further 
consideration. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— Will  the  honorable 
member  sav  that  that  resolution  was  not 
carried  at  the  Brisbane  Confetence  in  ]u\v 
last  ? 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts. — It  was  not  constitu- 
tionally carried. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— However  anxious  the 
honorable  member  may  now  be  to  repudiate 
il.  if  he  had  ventured  to  go  further  I  could 
have  bowled  him  out ;  but  I  am  not  here 
to  discuss  constitutional  points  with  him ; 
indeed,  it  would  not  be  fair  to  me  to  tackle 
a  great  constitutioml  lawver  like  himself. 
T  can  only  sav  that  the  resolution  I 
have  read  is  officially  reported  as  passed 
at  the  Conference.  Honorable  members, 
will  be  surprised  to  hear  that  at  the  same 
Conference  a  resolution  was  carried  in 
favour  of  the  introduction  of  contract 
labour  in  the  following  terms: — 

That  this  Conference  objects  to  the  expendi- 
ture of  nny  public  money  for  immigration  pur- 
poses until  such  time  as  employment  is  found 
.    .    .    .    for  those  desirous  to  settle  thereon. 

There  are  to  be  no  immigrants  until  ein- 
plovment  is  supplied  ;  and  we  know  that  a 
man  cannot  be  an  immigrant  until  he  comes 
into  the  country.  Then,  in  view  of  the 
tearful  indignation  of  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition,  when  he  heard  that  Senator 


Pearce  was  not  gcnng  to  be  allowed  to  te- 
present  the  Commcmwealth  at  the  Imperial 
Defence  Conference,  honorable  members- 
will  be  surprised  to  learn  that  the  follow- 
ing resoluticm  was  passed  at  the  Labour 
Conference :  — 

That  all  Australian  delegates  to  future  Im- 
perial ot  Colonial  Coafeiences  be  given  definite- 
instructions  on  specific  subjects  by  the  FedermI' 
Parliament,  and  that  they  |the  delegates)  shall 
not  deal  with  nor  pledge  the  Commonwealth 
upon  any  subjects  not  previously  dealt  with  by 
the  Federal  Parliament. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  appcuntment  of 
Senator  Fearce  was  rather  too  hurried  in- 
the  face  of  such  a  resolution ;  and  we 
know  that  he  is  a.  bold  nr.an  who  dares  to 
defy  the  red-book  Conference.  I  am  sorry, 
in  one  way  to  have  to  make  these  remarks  ;. 
but  I  must  refer  to  the  declaration  bv  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  at  Gympie  in 
favour  of  a  maximum  wage.  For  the 
first  time  in  the  history  of  the  Comm<Mi- 
wealth,  the  Labour  Party  had  a  chance  to 
express  themselves  as  to  what  they  regard 
as  good  pay  for  the  worker,  and  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition,  speaking,  not  only 
cially  as  Prime  Minister,  but  as  leader  of 
the  Labour  Party,  said  hie  thought  that  for 
skilled  artisans  and  other  wwlcers  over 
20  years  of  age,  i2s.  6d.  a  week 
was  sufficient.  If  there  is  one  thing 
that  would  lead  me  to  feel  that  the  Labour 
Party  no  longer  deserve  the  support  of 
working  men.  it  is  that  they  have  become 
a  one-and-ninepennv-a-day  party.  The 
proposal,  in  my  opinion,  was  an  outrageous 
one ;  and  I  immediately  drew  attention  to^ 
it  in  Melbourne.  The  leader  of  the  Op- 
position, who  was  then  Prime  Minister,  was- 
not  on  the  spot,  and  Senator  Pearce  re- 
plied to  my  communication  to  the  effect 
that,  although  the  Labour  Party  proposed 
I2S.  66.  a  week,  the  Deakin  Government  had 
proposed  nothing.  Is  that  not  a  splendid 
justification  for  the  men  who  depend  on 
the  Labour  Party  ?  Liberal  Governments^ 
by  whcHTi  the  Commonwealth  has  been 
largely  adn*inistered,  have  alwavs  paid 
their  employes,  under  similar  circumstances, 
on  a  much  higher  scale.  For  instance, 
every  militiaman  in  camp  is  paid  8s.  a 
day,  or  jf,2  i6s.  a  week  for  seven  davs, 
and  in  the  arrangement  made  with  the  Im- 
perial authorities  as  to  the  emplovment  of 
men  on  war  \-essels,  the  present  Prime 
Minister  insisted  on  4S.  8d.  to  5s,  id.  a 
day  for  those  Australians  permanently  en- 
gaged. Now,  however,  we  are  told  that 
IS.  9d.  a  day  is  the  ideal  and  ultimate 
aspiraticm  of  the  Labour  PartVv  Friends 
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of  the  workers  if  you  like  !  In  the  same 
speech  at  Gympie,  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  expressed  the  opinion  that 
the  rate  of  8s.  yd.  per  day,  awarded 
by  Mr.  Justice  Higgins,  was  a  mag- 
4u6cent  proposal,  and  he  lauded  that 
gentleman  to  the  skies.  £ver^  time 
that  Mr.  Justice  Higgins'  name  is  men- 
dcxied  in  Labour  dicles  throughout  the 
Comnumwealth  it  is  cheered,  and  justly  so ; 
indeed,  the  learned  gentleman  has  been 
•almost  adopted  by  the  Labour  Party, 
although  he  was  always  a  member  of 
•the  Liberal  Party.  But  I  remember 
the  time  when  the  man  who  is  now 
■cheered  was  opposed,  and  every  effort 
made  by  the  Labour  Party  to  hound  him 
•down  and  deprive  him  of  his  seat  in  the 
House.  Just  befcHre  Mr.  Justice  Higgins 
was  elevated  to  the  High  Court  B^h,  he 
was  faced  with  a  Labour  antagmist  in  his 
xxmstttuency,  although  he  had  been  At- 
torney-General in  a  Labour  Government. 

Mr.  Hall. — He  did  iK>t  rat  on  his  prin- 
ciples <xt  that  account? 

Mr.  CROUCH.— I  do  not  think  that 
Mr.  Justice  Higgins  ever  did,  or  ever 
would,  rat  on  his  principles ;  indeed,  I  do 
■not  know  any  honorable  member  on  this 
side  of  the  House  who  ever  did  so.  Per- 
sonally, I  was  elected  as  a  ProtectiMiist,  a 
^)emocrat,  and  a  Radical ;  and  I  see  no- 
thing in  the  programme  of  the  present 
<5overnroent  to  cause  me  in  the  slightest  de- 
^ee  to  deflect  from  those  principles.  I 
go  straight  ahead,  supporting  what  I  think 
right,  opposing  what  I  cannot  agree  with, 
and  I  stated  my  views  to  my  constituents, 
and  they  accepted  me  without  feeling  it 
necessary  to  ask  me  to  sign  any  pledge ;  but 
«verv  promise  I  gave  I  keep  as  though  T 
had  signed  a  pledge.  It  seems  to  me  that 
those  fiMtes  who  have  lost  their  tails  are 
■extremely  sorry  to  have  been  in  the  Labour 
trap,  and  would  be  very  glad,  indeed,  to 
"find  a  number  of  others  in  the  same 
predicament.  I  recommend  memb^s  of 
the  Labour  Party  to  visit  the  Mel- 
bourne National  Gallery  and  look  at  the 
newly  purchased  Burne  Jones'  picture, 
The  Wheel  of  Life.  There  they  will  see 
three  or  four  men  bound  to  am  enormous 
wheel ;  these  men  have  nothing  to  do  with 
the  movement  of  the  wheel,  but  are  simply 
moved  by  it,  just  in  the  same  way  as  the 
members  of  the  Labour  Party  are  flies  on 
the  wheel  of  their  organization.  Members  of 
the  Labour  Party  have  to  sign  pledges 
with  whkh  thev  do  not  agree.  I  believe  in 
■compulsory  military  training.   If  I  did  not 


I  should  be  free  to  say  so.  But  1  have 
quoted  speeches  from  J^onorable  members 
of  this  House  who  do  not  believe  in  the 
principle,  and  yet  have  signed  a  platform 
in  which  it  is  embodied.  Then,  again,  I 
believe  in  Protection,  and  the  new  Protec- 
tioii.  Any  honorable  member  on  this  side 
of  the  House  who  does  not  believe  in  those 
principles  is  at  perfect  liberty  to  say  so. 
He  deals  fairly  and  freely  with  his  consti- 
tuents, and  they  do  the  same  with  him. 
Amongst  the  Opposition,  however,  there  are 
honorable  members  who  do  not  believe  in 
Protection,  although  they  have  signed  a 
platform,  and  have  to  accept  the  principle 
whether  they  approve  of  it  or  not.  They 
are  mere  atoms  in  the  grip  of  a  great  ma- 
chine. Victims  of  the  machine  struggle  and 
writhe,  but'  cannot  free  themselves  from  it. 
They  cannot  leave  it.  and  the  position,  -^x 
my  opinion,  is  becoming  intolerable  evfCi  to 
some  members  of  the  party.  Why  is  it  that 
the  ex-Prime  Minister,  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  South  Sydney,  is  not  here  to-day? 
Did  he  not  find  the  domination  of  the 
Labour  Leagues  overbearing? 

Mr.  Batchelok. — No. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— Why  does  he  propose 
to  withdraw  from  the  arena  of  politics  at 
the  close  of  this  Parliament?  Is  it  that  he 
finds  it  impossible  to  stand  by  a  system  that 
crushes  out  a  man's  independence,  strength 
of  intellect,  and  freedom  of  conscience, 
and  conviction  ?  One  of  the  things  that  is 
really  d^troying  representation  and  de- 
mocracy, is  this  machine,  with  its  small 
coteries  of  men  meeting  in  a  secret  cham- 
ber, and  rigorously  excluding  all  but  the  re- 
presentatives of  their  own  press.  I  need 
say  no  more.  I  was  born  free,  and  am  go- 
ing to  preserve  my  freedom.  I  regret  that  I 
have  occupied  so  much  of  the  time  of  the 
House,  and  am  grateful  for  the  attention 
that  I  have  received. 

Mr.  FRAZER  (KalgoorUe)  [12.3].— The 
remarks  made  by  the  honorable  member, 
who  has  just  resumed  his  seat,  recalled 
to  my  mind  the  statement  of  a  learned 
Judge,  that,  in  certain  circumstances,  a 
man  might  be  pardoned  for  perjuring  him- 
self in  order  to  preserve  a  woman's  honour. 
That  limitation  upon  perjury,  however,  has 
been  extended  by  the  honorable  member, 
who  apparently  _  believes  that  honorable 
members  are  justified  not  only  in  misrepre- 
senting a  party,  but  in  wilfully  perjuring 
themselves  in  order  to  justify  their  betrayal 
of  their  constituents.      ^  . 

Sir  John  FosfifiSK^^^^iTKiPQSifii  ni'- 
remark  to  make. 
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Mr.  FRAZER.— The  honorable  member 
has  been  laughing,  immoderately  at  state- 
ments made  by  honorable  meml%rs  on  that 
side  of  the  House  in  regard  to  principles  of 
the  Labour  Party — statements  that  be  must 
have  known  were  absolutely  incorrect.  J  do 
not  propose  to  follow  the  h<HiorabIe  member 
for  Cofio  in  all  his  references  to  individuals 
who  are  alleged  by  him  to  express  the 
opinions  of  the  united  Labour  Party.  I  wish 
onlv  to  mention  that  I  am  informed  he  has 
attributed  to  labour  men  remarks  made  in 
Sydney  by  one  or  two  members  of  the  Inter- 
national Socialist  party.  May  I  remind  the 
House  that  the  International  Socialist  party 
of  New  South  Wales  has  always  opposed 
the  Labour  Party,  and  has  run  candidates 
for  the  Senate  in  opposition  to  our  men  ? 
We  shall  be  quite  prepared  to  accept  re- 
sponsibility for  statements,  however  absurd, 
made  bv  men  who  are,  or  hare  ever  been, 
associated  with  our  party,  provided  that  the 
honorable  member  for  Corio  and  his  friends 
will  accept  responsibility  for  the  state- 
ments of  Mr.  Walpole,  and  those  asso- 
ciated with  him,  that  marriage  is  a  luxury, 
&c.  It  will  be  difficult  to  find  authority 
for  many  of  the  honorable  member's 
statements.  Indeed,  it  would  be  qs 
difficult  for  the  honorable  member  to  find 
authority  for  some  of  his  statements  as  it 
was  to  find  him  on  a  celebrated  occasion 
when  he  volunteered  to  ro  to  South  Africa. 
It  is  strange,  to  say  the  least,  that  an 
honorable  mea-ber  holding  such  views  re- 
garding the  Labour  Party  as  he  has  ex- 
pressed this  morning  should  have  desired 
to  become  associated  with  it.  He  is  here 
now,  has  he  any  reply  to  make  to  that 
statement?  If  the  Labour  Party  is  as  bad 
as  he  has  painted  it,  why  did  he  wish  to 
join  it? 

Mr.  Hall. — The  honorable  member  for 
Corio  is  suffering  apparently  from  lock- 
jaw.   He  will  not  answer. 

Mr,  Palmer. — Perhaps  at  the  time  he 
had  not  found  out  the  Labour  Party. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— Poor  innocent !  I  could 
accept  a  plea  of  innocence  from  the  honor- 
able member  for  Echuca,  but  the  honor- 
able member  for  Corio  had  been  long 
enough  in  politics  to  be  familiar  with  the 
methods  of  the  Labour  Party  before  he 
submitted  a  proposal  that  he  should  be 
permitted  to  join  with  them.  His  request 
was  not  granted.  The  honorable  member 
is  present,  and  admits  by  his  silence  that 
he  proposed  to  j<»n  with  us. 

MK  Hiwhes.  —  Ask  the  hOTiorable 
member? 


Mr.  FRAZER.— I  have,  and  he  is  a* 
silent  as  the  Sphinx.  Only  about  four 
years  ago,  and  since,  the  htxiorable  mem- 
ber wished  to  become  associated  with  the 
terrible  Labour  Party. 

Mr.  Hughes. — And  crawled  to  them  at 
that. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— I  did  not  propose  to 
make  his  position  anv  worse  than  it  is,  ex- 
cept by  extracting  from  him  the  admissicm 
that  he  desired  to  become  a  member  of  our 
party.  He  is  not  prepared  to  deny  that 
statement,  because  the  truth  of  it  is  to  be 
found  in  this  House.  And  this  is  the 
honorable  member  who  has  made  this  morn- 
ing such  extraordinary  statements  in  regard 
to  our  party  !  Such  statements  are  made  by 
him  and  other  honorable  members  on  the 
Goremment  side  of  the  House,  in  order  to 
justify  their  betrayal  of  their  constituents. 

An  Honorable  Member.. — What  non- 
sense- 
Mr.  Hall. — Was  it  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Corio  who  sent  the  wire,  "Will  join 
Fisher,  but  not  Lyne  "  ? 

Mr.  FRAZER.— That  point  is  imma- 
terial. We  have  the  honorable  member's- 
admisuon  by  his  silence  that  be  deaied  to 
become  a  member  of  our  partv.  How  far 
have  hcmorable  monbers  <^p)0^te  succeeded 
in  justifying  their  treachery  to  their  caa- 
stituents  ? 

Mr.  Coon. — The  honorable  member  is 
very  much  concerned  about  honorable  mem- 
bers on  this  side  of  the  House. 

Mr,  FRAZER. — Because  we  have  placeJ 
them  <Mi  their  trial  for  the  abandonment  of 
their  pledges.  I  am  afraid,  howe\er, 
that  they  have  gone  so  far  that  it  is  impos- 
sible now  to  make  them  wince.  They 
have  determined  that  since  they  have  » 
majority  thev  will  continue,  for  some 
months  at  all  erents,  to  flout  the  will  of 
their  constituents,  and  to  refuse  them  the 
right  to  express  an  opinion  regarding  their 
betrayal .  That  remark  does  not  applv 
necessarily  to  every  honorable  member  op- 
pasite.  I  believe  that  all  have  had  to 
make  some  sacrifices,  but  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter has  certainly  abandoned  the  programme 
upon  which  he  was  returned  at  the  last 
general  election.  The  position  is  the  same 
in  regard  to  those  honorable  members  who 
were  closely  associated  with  him — the  thir- 
teen who  carried  on  the  Government  of  this 
country  by  our  grace. 

Mr.  C6oN.~Xot  bv  the  grace  of  the 
honorable  member. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— T  franfclv  admit  that 
for  some  time  the  defeat  of  the 

Deakin  Administration  I  did  my  best  ti- 
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bring  about  its  downfall.  Nothing  better 
could  have  happened  for  Australia  than  the 
wiping  out  of  the  official  existence  of  that 
little  knot  of  members.  The  Protectionist 
Party  has  been  merged  in  the  Free-trade 
Party,  and  those  who  are  screeching  for  pro- 
tection will  now  have  to  depend  upon  the 
grace  of  the  right  honorable  member  for 
East  Sydney  as  to  whether  Joshua  should 
get  another  25  per  cent,  duty  on  spirits,  or 
Beale  another  5  per  cent,  increase  in  the 
duty  on  pianos. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber is  doing  a  lot  of  growling. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— And  the  right  honor- 
able gentlwnan  has  grumbled  a  good  deal. 
May  I  ask  him  to  produce  a  report  of  any 
statement  made  by  him  in  Western  Aus- 
tralia in  favour  of  the  gift  of  a  Dread- 
nought to  Great  Britain. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  did  not  say  that 
I  was  in  favour  of  it.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber should  read  what  I  said. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— At  a  meeting  held  in 
Perth  the  hcmorable  member  moved  a  cer- 
tain resolution  and  then  said  "  There  is 
nothing  in  it,  ladies  and  gentlemen." 

Sir  John  Forrest. — did  not  say  that. 
A  lot  of  obstructionists  tried  to  interrupt 
me  before  I  had  uttered  more  than  two  or 
three  words. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— There  could  have  been 
no  ot»truction  when  the  honorable  member 
made  the  statement  I  have  just  quoted 
since  it  was  the  first  sentence  he  uttered 
after  reading  the  resolution. 

Sir  John  Forrest.— That  is  absolute 
misrepresentation. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — It  is  a  fact. 
Sir  John  Forrest. — Read  what  I  said. 
Mr.  FRAZER. — Will  the  right  honor- 
able member  deny  that  he  said  there  was 
nothing  in  the  resolution? 

Sir  John  FoBjasx.— I  said  more.  I 
said  that  there  was  really  nothing  in  the 
resdution  to  which  any  one  could  object. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— I  will  accept  the  hon- 
orable member's  statement. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Because  the  honor- 
able member  knows  that  it  is  true. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  am  sorry  to  have 
to  ask  the  Treasurer  not  to  interrupt. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — ^When  an  honorable 
member  proceeds  to  misrepresent  another — 
Mr.  SPEAKER.— Order ! 
Mr.  FRAZER.— I  am  sorrv  if  I  have 
misrepresented  the  right  honorable  member, 
but  I  do  not  think  that  I  have. 
Sir  John  Forrest.— Read  what  I  said. 


Mr.  FRAZER.— I  have  read  it.  The  right 
honorable  member  sent  me  an  edited  copy  of 
his  speech  so  that  I  might  read  it.  He 
now  says  he  stated  that  the  resolution  was 
one  to  which  no  one  w^ald  take  exception. 
He  tells  us,  however,  that  the  meeting  was 
a  rowdy  one  so  that  some  one  must  have 
taken  exception  to  it ;  but  he  does  not  tell 
us  whether  he  ccmunitted  himself  in  any 
way  whilst  in  Western  Australia  to  the  pre- 
sentation of  a  Deadnottght. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  did  not. 
Mr.    FRAZER. — The  right  honorable 
member  was  wise. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — But  I  have  com- 
mitted myself  now. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— The  right  honorable 
member  committed  the  country  to  the  pre- 
sentation of  a  Dreadnought,  although  Par- 
liament could  first  have  been  omsulted.  His 
constituents,  too,  had  no  c^portunity  of 
being  consulted. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — ^The  honorable  mem- 
ber can  take  all  the  change  he  can  get  out 
of  that  when  he  returns  to  Western  Aus- 
tralia. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— The  right  honorable 
member  talks  about  "  the  change,"  but  he 
has  committed  the  country  to  the  "  prin- 
cipal." He  ought  to  have  taken  up  that 
attitude  when  he  was  in  Western  Australia. 
My  objection  to  the  Government  is  that 
they  have  broken  faith  with  their  con- 
stituents. The  Government  met  Parliament 
<m  a  Wednesday,  and  asked  for  an  adjourn- 
ment, although  the  House  could  have  met 
the  next  day-  As  soon  as  thev  got  safely 
into  their  offices  for  three  weeks,  with- 
out the  criticism  of  Paxliament,  they  turned 
round  and  pledged  Australia  to  an  expendi- 
ture of  ;^2.ooo,ooo,  although  the  general 
expression  of  opinion  among  the  people  was 
against  the  gift  of  a  Dreadnought.  They 
flouted  Parliament  in  doing  so. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Parliament  will 
have  to  pass  it. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— Parliament  will  be  in 
a  nice  position  in  having  to  pass  it,  when 
the  honour  of  the  country  has  reallv  been 
pledged  bv  the  offer  made  by  a  Govern- 
ment that  does  not  represent  the  opinion 
of  the  people  of  Australia. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  Labour  Go- 
vernment pledged  the  whole  of  the  re- 
sources of  Australia. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— We  did  so  only  to  this 
^ent,  that  we  saw  the  time  had  arrived 
to  make  provision  for  the  defence  of  the 
Commonwealth.  It  did  not  take  our  Go- 
vernment  long  to,a|,j)reg^^^I^ct  when 
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they  got  into  a  responsible  position,  where- 
as the  honorable  gentleman  and  his  col- 
leagues were  thinking  about  it  for  nearly 
eight  years  prior  tg  that.  It  was  left  to 
the  Labour  Party,  when  they  obtained  a 
few  months  in  office,  to  give  the  necessary 
orders  to  bring  into  existence  the  nucleus 
of  an  Australian  Navy.  I  am  op- 
posed to  this  Government,  who  have  be- 
trayed the  trust  of  their  constituents,  on 
many  grounds.  I  am  opposed  to  them  on 
the  Dreadnougkt  question,  on  whidi  they 
do  not  represent  the  feelings  of  the  people. 
I  am  opposed  to  their  proposal  to  sully 
the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  by  intro- 
ducing a  borrowing  system.  It  is  a  cer- 
tainty that  they  intend  to  do  that.  I  am 
opposed  to  them  because  they  have  made 
no  provision  in  their  policy  for  the  taxa- 
tion of  the  unimproved  value  of  land, 
which  at  present  is  the  greatest  necessity 
of  all  J  and  I  am  opposed  to  them  on 
account  of  their  paltering  with  the  pro- 
posal to  introduce  the  new  Protection. 
How  many  of  those  on  that  side  of  the 
Hottse  can  be  said  to  be  sincere  in 
their  professed  wish  to  do  justice  to  the 
workmen  engaged  in  protected  industries? 
When  the  Prime  Minister  or  the  then  Min- 
ister of  Customs  introduced  the  Tariff, 
there  was  an  understanding  amongst  all 
sections  of  the  House  that  provision  for  the 
payment  of  suitable  wages  to  the  workmen 
was  to  accompany  the  imposition  of  duties. 
The  Deakin  Government  proceeded  with 
the  CustfHns  Tariff,  but  as  they  neared  the 
end  of  it  nothing  practical  had  been  imder- 
taken  in  regard  to  the  new  Protection. 
They  then  tabled  a  memwandum,  the  prin- 
ciple of  which  was  that  Excise  duties 
might  be  imposed  on  articles  made  under 
the  protection  of  the  Customs  Tariff,  but 
shduld  be  rebated  to  manufacturers  who 
paid  a  living  rate  of  wages.  Nothing  was 
done  in  regard  to  the  matter  for  a  consider- 
able time,  and  action  was  only  taken,  I 
think,  on  account  of  the  persistent  urging 
chiefly  of  the  honorable  member  for  Hmd- 
marsh.  It  was  then  found  that  the  har- 
vester manufacturers  were  prepared  to 
defeat  the  provisions  of  the  Excise  law  by 
an  application  to  the  High  Court.  Later, 
on  28th  October,  1908,  whilst  the  Deakin 
Government  were  under  the  control  of  the 
Labour  Party,  or,  I  should  say,  getting 
the  assistance  of  the  Labour  Party,  and 
when  that  guarantee  of  assistance,  or  the 
support  which  was  being  accorded  to  them, 
was  getting  very  shaky,  thev  brought  down 
another  memorandum  on  the  new  Protec- 
Mr.  frattr. 


tilxi,  ccmtaining  this  very  significant  para- 
graph :— 

As  the  power  to  protect  the  maaufacturer  is- 
national,  it  follows  that  unless  the  Parliament 
of  the  Commonwealth  also  acquires  p6wer  to 
secure  fair  and  reasonable  coadittons  of  em- 
ployment  to  wage-earaers,  the  policy  of  Pro- 
tectioa  must  remain  incomplete. 

That  sounded  like  business.  .They  went 
on — 

The  .object  of  the  proposed  amendment  of  the 
Constitution  will  be  to  endow  the  Parliament  of 
the  CommoQwealth  with  a  grant  of  powers  to  do 
economic  justice  in  the  protected  industries- 
with  due  regard  to  the  unity  of  the  Common- 
wealth and  the  diversity  of  local  circumstances. 

It  appeared  at  that  time  as  though  the 
Goverrunent  intended  really  to  appeal  to 
the  people  of  Australia  to  grant  that  power 
to  the  Natitmal  Parliament  That  was  the 
proposal  in  1908.  Now,  the  position  is 
that,  in  order  to  -effectively  safeguard  the 
interest  of  the  workmen  throughout  Aus- 
tralia, the  members  of  the  Anti-Sweating 
League  have  associated  themselves  with  the 
biggest  sweaters  in  the  country — the  Em- 
ployers' Federation  and  their  representa- 
tives. They  are  going  to  save  the  workmen 
from  being  sweated  by  associating  them- 
selves with  the  sweater.  They  wil> 
endeavour  to  secure  better  wages  asso- 
ciating themselves  with  the  men  who  never 
have  paid,  and  never  will  pay,  fair  wages 
until  they  are  compelled  to  do  so.  They 
are  going  to  do  all  this  by  the  blessed  pro- 
posal to  appeal  to-the  States  to  grant  them 
the  necessary  power.  Has  any  one  ever 
heard  a  more  plausible  attempt  to  conceal 
a  piece  of  hypocrisy  than  the  effcnt  made 
by  the  Prime  Minister  last  night  in  dealing 
with  the  question? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — That  was  prompted 
by  the  right  honorable  member  for  Swan. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— When  the  Prime  Min- 
ister is  endeavouring  by  means  of  a  multi* 
tude  of  words  to  conceal  his  real  Intention, 
and  to  make  people  who  do  not  know  him 
think  that  they  are  going  to  get  something 
from  him,  he  does  not  require  the  assist- 
ance of  any  man  in  Australia.  He  is  a 
master  at  it.  This  blessed  proposal  of  the 
Government  is  to  get  from  the  States  power 
to  institute  improved  conditions  in  the 
States  when  the  States  have  refused  to  do  it 
themselves. 

Mr.  Watkins.— And  Mr.  Wade,  the 
Premier  of  New  South  Wales,  has  stated" 
that  he  will  not  allow  the  ^Commonwealth 
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Mr.  FRAZER. — I  should  imagine  that 
that  is  the  sort  of  gentleman  he  would  be. 

Mr.  Coon. — He  15  a  very  good  man. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— I  am  very  glad  to  hear 
that  Mr.  Wade,  of  New  South  Wales,  re- 
ceives the  encomiums  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Batman.  Nothing  could  suit 
us  better. 

Mr.  Coon. — The  leader  of  the  Labour 
Party  in  New  South  Wales — Mr.  McGowen 
— says  that  he  is  a  very  good  man. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— The  honorable  member 
need  not  try  to  modify  or  equivocate  about 
it.  I  am  sure  Mr.  Wade  will  be  pleased 
to  hear  the  honorable  member's  good 
opinicm  of  him,  and  the  honorable  mem- 
ber's constituents  will  be  delighted  to  know 
that  he  praises  Mr.  Wade.  T  suppose  they 
were  also  delighted  to  hear  frmn  the  Prime 
Minister  last  night  that  he  is  glad  to  get 
the  support  of  the  Conservatives  of  Aus- 
tralia. Does  the  honorable  member  for 
Batman  feel  at  home  and  comfortable  in 
his  present  conpany?  Does  he,  the  ex- 
member  of  the  Labour  Party  outside,  al- 
though I  am  glad  to  say  he  was  never  a 
member  of  it  inside,  the  House,  feel 
pleased  with  that  statement  of  his  leader? 

Mr.  Coon. — The  honorable  member 
never  supported  him. 

^^r.  FRAZER.— No,  I  did  not  support 
him  frtxn  the  day  when  I  heard  him  in 
this  House — the  day  on  which  the  Reid- 
McLean  Government  met  their  death  at  the 
hands  of  a  political  assassin — I  have  never 
said  this  befwe,  but  I'  say  it  now — make  a 
statement  that  I  and  twenty  other  h<Mior- 
able  noOTibers  knew  to  be  incorrect.  I  said 
at  the  time  that  a  man  who  was  prepared 
to  go  to  that  length  could  not  expect  any 
special  oxisideration  fr<»n  me. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — What  was  the 
statement? 

Mr.  FRAZER.— The  Prime  Minister 
knows  all  about  it,  and  so  do  twenty  other 
honorable  members.  That  day  settled  me 
with  the  Prime  Minister  for  ever,  so  far 
as  his  word  was  ooncerned. 

Dr.  Carty  Salmon. — What  settled  the 
honorable  member  with  his  Treasurer? 

Mr.  FRAZER.— My  difficulty  with  the 
then  Treasurer,  the  honorable  member  for 
Hume,  was  that  I  thought  him  to  be  on 
wrong  lines  in  dealing  with  certain  Tariff 
items.  I  felt  that  he  was  doing  a  big  in- 
jury to  some  of  the  important  industries  of 
Australia.  I  said  to  him,  in  regard  to  the 
machinery  section  of  the  Tariff,  as  it  re- 
lated to  the  mining  industry,  *'I  am  pre- 


pared to  give  you  prohibition  on  those 
articles  in  that  iist  that  can  be  made  in 
Australia,  but  the  other  articles,  which 
cannot  be  made  in  Australia,  I  want  to  see 
made  free,  or  subject  only  to  a  ncnninal 
duty."  The  honorable  member  for  Hume 
could  not  bring  himself  to  my  way  of  think- 
ing, and  he  could  not  convince  some  of  his 
alleged  friends,  who  have  since  deserted 
him,  so  he  chose  lo  take  a  duty  extending 
over  the  whole  list.  He  met  consequently 
with  my  opposition  regarding  several  items 
which  i  Iwlieved  to  be  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance for  the  development  of  one  of  the 
primary  industries  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — The  hcmorable 
member  was  very  wrong. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— That  is  a  matter  of 
opinion.  I  am  in  a  position  to  say  that  I 
did  not  come  into  the  House  as  a  protec- 
tionist, and  then  seek  to  bring  about  pro- 
tection by  joining  with  the  free-traders.  I 
came  in  as  a  labourite.  I  have  no  pledges 
unfulfilled  in  regard  to  6scalism.  I  have 
stuck  to  the  Labour  Party,  and  when  T 
thought  they  were  on  the  wnxig  track  in 
supporting  the  present  Prime  Minister,  I 
tried  to  bring  them  to  my  way  of  thinking. 
I  am  glad  to  say  that  at  last  they  agreed 
with  me. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — The  honorable 
member  ought  to  give  "false  Coon"  a 
turn. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— "False  Coon"  will  get 
a  turn  as  soon  as  I  can  procure  it  for  him 
at  the  hands  of  the  electors,  who  will  be 
able  to  deal  much  more  effectively  with 
him  than  I  can. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— If  the  honorable 
member  is  referring  to  a  member  of  the 
House,  he  must  withdraw  those  words. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— I  do  so,  Mr.  Speaker, 
though  I  was  merely  repeating  the  inter- 
jection of  another  honorable  member.  The 
proposal  of  the  Prime  Minister  shows  no 
consideration  for  the  working  men  and 
women  of  Australia.  If  the  States  refuse 
to  grant  this  measure  of  justice  to  their 
employes,  does  he  expect  that  they  will 
agree  to  allow  scane  one  else  to  do  it?  The 
statement  that  the  power  once  given  cannot 
be  revoked  was  modified  by  the  Prime 
Minister  last  night.  There  is  nothing 
in  the  Constitution  to  show  that  it 
could  not  be  revoked,  if  it  were  given, 
and  of  that  there  i.s  not  the  slightest 
chance.  His  next  position  was  that  if  his 
proposal  were  adopted,  and  the  consent  of 
the  States  obtairj^ttl^^tj^e  would 
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use  machinery  already  in  existence,  and 
thus  it  would  be  unnecessary  to  increase 
taxation.     But  he  also  proposed  to  create 
an  Inter-State  Commission  which  will  have 
power  to  control  nearly  all  things.  While 
he  said  that  the  Governm«it  would  use 
institutions  already  in  existence,  he  sug- 
gested   that   the    Labour    Party  wishes 
to    bring    into    existence     a    new  set 
of  institutions.    Could  anything  be  more 
absurd  ?    Does  he  believe  that  we  should 
duplicate  machinery,  if  existing  machinery 
would    serve    our    turn?     The  honor- 
able gentleman  must  see  the  absurdity  of 
his  suggestion.      But,  apparently,  he  de- 
sires it  to  be  spread  abroad  that  the  Labour 
Party  wishes  to  incur  additional  expense, 
while  he  would  be  content  with  the  ma- 
diiner^  which  is  in  existence.      The  pos- 
sibilities of  his  proposal  are  nil.      It  is 
founded  on  wrong  lines.      He  has  no 
chance  of  obtaining  the  consent  of  the 
States,   and   cannot   give   relief  to  the 
workers.     Another  point  which  he  tried  to 
make  against  the  Labour  Party  was  that, 
if  we  got  constitutional  power,  we  should 
endeavour  to  use  it  in  respect  to  every  in- 
dustry in  every  part  of  Australia.  Ap- 
parently he  anticipates  that  Melbourne  is 
for  a  long  time  to  remain  the  Federal 
Capital,  because  he  spoke  of  our  controlling 
all  the  industries  of  Australia  from  Mel- 
bourne.    No  (Kie  has  made  such  a  pro- 
posal.    The    roost    that    the  ex-Prime 
Minister  asks  for  is  that  in  industrial 
matters   the   Cnnmonwealth    shall  have 
powers  ccmcurrent  with  the  States.  Could 
anything  be  more  absurd   than   to  argue 
that  if  we  obtain  a  constitutional  power 
we    shall    at    once    exercise    it  ?  The 
Commonwealth   Parliament   has  power  to 
legislate  in  regard  to  at  least  fifteen  mat- 
ters with  which  it  has  not  yet  attempted  to 
deal.      The  Labour  Party  proposes  to 
eiercise  the  powers  of  the  Constitution  only 
where  the  Commonwealth  administration 
would  be  more  beneficial  than  that  of  the 
States.     While  we  seek  for  power  to  pro- 
tect those  who  are  being  sweated  in  the 
protected  industries  of  Australia,  it  is  not 
likely  that  that  power  would  be  used  more 
quickly    than    would    be    good    for  the 
workers.    Apparently,  the  Prime  Minister 
wishes  to  intimidate  those  who  belong  to 
the  State  Frights  party,  or  who  think  of 
joining  it.     As  to  immigration,  it  would 
be  a  farce  to  bring  persons  to  this  country 
until  our  land  laws  have  been  altered.  The 
Prime  Minister  himself  has  said  that  in  the 
Old  Country  tiiere  are  now  noire  men 
2tr.  Frtaer. 


ready  to  come  to  Australia  than  we  can 

absorb. 

Mr.  Mathews. — ^And  he  has  admitted 
that  the  States  will  not  assist  him  in  mak- 
ing land  available  for  immigrants. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— Yes.  In  order  to  en- 
courage immigration,  and  make  the  position 
of  immigrants  secure,  it  is  obviously  neces- 
sary t£>  pass  legislation  which  will  require 
those  in  possession  of  the  land  to  use  it  to 
its  fullest  extent,  or  make  it  available  for 
others.  In  order  to  bring  about  this  re- 
form, the  Prime  Minister  has  associated 
himself  with  the  great  land  mono- 
polists of  Australia.  So,  too,  have  the 
members  of  the  Anti-Sweating  League. 
With  some  of  them  it  is  not  a  vital  matter 
whether  one  programme  or  another  is  ac- 
cepted. Once  before,  when  thae  was  a 
political  crisis,  what  two  or  three  of  them 
were  most  anxious  for  was  to  secure  im- 
munity from  opposition  at  the  next  elec- 
tion. 

Mr.  McDonald. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Bourke  was  most  anxious  to  do  so. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  shall  repeat  pre- 
sently scMnething  that  he  has  told  me. 

^h,  FRAZER.— As  the  name  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Bourke  has  been 
mentioned.  I  admit  that  he  was  one  of 
them.  The  programme  of  the  Labour 
Party  under  the  Watson  Admdnistration 
was  not  of  so  much  importance  to  him  as 
was  the  question,  would  he  be  opposed 
a  L^Dour  candidate  at  the  next  election  if 
he  supported  that  Government  ? 

Mr.  HuiCE  CooK — The  hmorable  mem- 
ber will  begin  to  believe  that. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— It  is  true. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — It  was  a  contemp- 
tible thing. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Will  the  honorable 
member  for  Hume  be  good  enough  to 
withdraw  that  statement  ? 

Sir  Williau  Lyne. — I  withdraw  it. 
Cur  ! 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  ask  the  honorable 
member,  not  merely  to  withdraw  that  inter- 
jection, but  to  apok^ze  for  having  made 

it. 

Sir  Williau  Lyne. — ^At  your  request.  I 
do  so,  Mr.  Speaker. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— When  an  alleged  Iwn- 
orable  member  

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber must  not  soeak  in  that  wav. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— I  will  say  when  a  mem- 
ber without  the  honorable — that  is  not  an 

offence  against  parliameirtarv  rulei  

Digitized  by  VorOOQ  16 


Motion  of  [25  June,  1909.]         Want  of  Confidence.  455 


Mr.  SPEAKER.— That  form  of  words 
is  a  direct  insult  to  the  honorable  member 
to  whom  it  is  applied,  and  not  in  order. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— Then  I  shall  merely 
say  that  the  member  for  Bourke,  sitting 
in  the  national  Parliament  of  Australia, 
when  the  charge  is  made  that  bis 
main  concern,  when  asked  if  he  would 
support  the  Watson  Government,  was  whe- 
ther he  would  be  secured  from  opposition 
in  his  constituency,  replies,  "  You  will  be- 
gin to  believe  it  directly." 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — So  the  honorable 
member  will. 

Mr.  FRAZER. — The  honorable  member 
is  taking  a  most  objectionable  way  of  get- 
ting out  of  his  diflficulty.  He  knows  it  is 
true ;  but  no  doubt  he  will  say  lata-  (Hi  that 
he  denied  the  statement  in  the  House. 
'  Mr.  Hume  Cook. — My  attitude  cannot 
be  more  objectionable  than  the  honorable 
member's  language. 

Mr.  FRAZER. — Some  honorable  mem- 
bers have  so  abandoned  all  political  prin- 
dple  that  I  am  not  over-careful  about  the 
language  in  which  I  refer  to  them.  The  four 
honorable  members  who  are  now  support- 
ing the  Labour  Party  have  been  so  be- 
trayed by  their  former  associates  as  to  be 
justified  in  the  use  of  any  language  that 
the  rules  will  permit  them  to  employ. 

Dr.  Wilson. — Have  not  two  of  them 
secured  immunity  from  opposition  by 
Labour  candidates? 

Mr.  FRAZER.— They  did  not  cringe  to 
the  Labour  Party  to  obtain  immunity  from 
oppositicm  before  dedding  what  to  do,  as 
other  honorable  members  did  on  a  previous 
occa^n. 

Mr.  HuHE  Cook. — They  secured  it  be- 
fore giving  any  prwnise  of  support. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— Nothing  of  the  kind. 
They  are  honorable  men,  who  refuse  to 
associate  with  those  who  have  betrayed 
their  constituents.  The  other  night  the 
honorable  member  for  Bourke  said  that 
the  audience  could  not  leave  the  Bruns- 
wick Town  Hall  without  contributing  to 
the  Labour  funds. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — There  was  a  plate 
at  the  door. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— That  did  not  compel 
any  one  to  contribute.  I  am  sure  that  the 
supporters  of  the  honorable  member  would 
get  out  without  paying.  Is  the  Labour 
Party  to  be  prevented  from  asking  for 
voluntary  contributions  towards  the  work 
of  organizing?  The  honorable  member  for 
Ccno  said  that  at  Geelong  is.  was  charged. 


Dr.  Wilson. — What  the  hwiorable  mem- 
ber said  was  that  there  was  a  collection  at 
the  door. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — He  said  there  was  a 
compulsory  charge. 

Mr.  FRAZER. — Yes;  I  remember  now 
that  the  statement  was  that  there  was  a 
compulsory  -charge  for  admission,  not  that 
IS.  was  charged. 

Dr.  Wilson. — He  said  there  was  a  com- 
pulsory collecti<xi  at  the  door. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— There  was  no  com- 
pulsory charge,  and  there  never  has  been 
at  any  meeting  of  the  party.  Of  course, 
the  party  accepts  subscriptions  from  friends 
and  sympathizers  in  order  that  a  good  work 
may  be  carried  on.  Quite  a  number  of  the 
gentlemen  who  (^iect  to  our  methods  have 
beai  associated  with  the  Labour  Party,  at 
CHie  time  or  another  in  the  course  of  their 
political  career,  while  others  have  been  pre- 
pared to  join  the  party,  but  have  been  re- 
fused admission.  We  have  seen  the  honor- 
able member  for  Corio  walk  silently  out  of 
the  Chamber ;  he  knew  the  proofs  were  here. 
There  are  "  friends  of  the  Labour  Party  " 
who  associate  with  the  party  on  the  plat- 
form, but  who,  in  this  House,  when  away 
from  the  electors,  ally  themselves  with  the 
Employers*  Federation  and  sweaters.  Ap- 
parently those  honorable  members  regard  it 
as^rrong  for  the  Labour  Party  to  have  a 
plate  at  the  door  for  dwiations,  but  have 
not  a  wOTd  to  say  against  clergymen  who 
adopt  a  i^milar  means  of  raising  funds  on 
the  Sunday.  Do  the  Labour  Party  receive 
any  support  from  the  big  squatters  and 
monopolists  of  Australia? 

Dr.  Wilson. — Frcm  some  squatters  in 
Melbourne,  and  I  can  quote  them. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— Will  the  honorable 
member  name  one? 

Dr.  Wilson. — Sir  Rupert  Clarke  sub- 
scribes to  the  party. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — He  never  sub- 
scribes except  ip  the  case  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Melboimie. 

Dr.  Malonbt. — My  name  has  been  men- 
tioned, and  I  object  to  the  untruth  of  the 
statement  made. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber has  no  right  to  say  that  an  honorable 
member  has  made  an  untruthful  statement. 
If  the  honorable  member  for  Melbourne 
takes  offence  at  a  remark  made  I  shall  ask 
the  hwiorable  member  for  Corangamite  to 
withdraw  it. 

Dr.  Wilson. — I  was  asked  if  I  could 
irame  one  of  the  large  landowners  of  Aus- 
tralia who  contributes^  the  fands  of  the 
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LfUxHir  Party,  and  I  named  Sir  Rupert 
Clarke. 

Dr.  Malonev. — The  honorable  member 

mentioned  my  name. 

Dr.  Wilson. — No,  I  did  not;  it  was 
some  one  else  who  did  so.  1  mentioned 
the  name  of  a  large  landowner  whom  I  be- 
lieve to  subscribe  to  the  Labour  Party's 
funds. 

Mr.  FRAZER. — In  any  case  such  a  sub- 
scription has  been  alleged  <»ily  in  the  case 
of  one  person  on  one  occasion;  and  I 
think  we  may  acriuit  him  as  a  first  offender. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  believe  that  the 
honorable    member    for    Hume   has    150 ' 
guineas  for  the  Labour  Party. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — I  shall  have  1,000 
guineas  before  long  I 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— If  there  are  honor- 
able members  who,  more  than  others,  ought 
to  preserve  the  dignity  of  the  House,  they 
are  Ministers  and  ex-Ministers  j  and  I  ask 
that  these  interjections  shall  ceaje. 

Mr.  fRAZER. — In  any  case,  it  does  not 
appear  to  me  lo  be  a  very  heinous  offence 
for  the  Lalxjur  Party  at  their  Rather- 
ings,  to  ask  for  voluntary  subscriptions 
in  order  to  meet  the  necessary  exi>enses. 
Hut  it  is  quite  another  matter  to  have  it 
alleged  that  a  compulsory  charge  is  made 
before  admission,  or  that  once  in  the  audi- 
ence cannot  depart  without  paying.  It 
a|>pears  that  objections  are  raised  to  the 
workers  paying  their  threepenny  pieces  or 
slullings,  while  nothing  objectionable  is 
seen  in  subscriptions  paid  by  squatters  of 
the  Ritchie  type  in  opposition  to  the  Labour 
Party. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Does  the  honorable 
member  mean  the  squatters  in  the  Labour 
Party  ? 

Mr.  FRAZER.— So  far  as  I  know  there 
are  IK>  squatters  in  the  Labour  Party,  but, 
if  there  are,  they  are  prepared  to  pay  their 
.iliare  of  a  land  tax ;  there  are  no  shirkers 
rmongst  them.  Mr.  R.  B.  Ritchie,  of 
Blackwood,  Penshurst,  Victoria,  owns 
tf*.Q4o  acres,  and  I  understand  that  he 
,ind  his  brother  hold  between  them  30,000 
arres. 

Dr.  Wilson. — It  is  not  his  brother. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— My  authority  as  to  Mr. 
Ritchie's  holding,  is  the  Hamilttm  /nde' 
pendent,  the  editor  of  which  ought  to  know 
as  much  of  the  matter  as  does  the  honor- 
able member. 

Dr.  Wilson. — The  newspapei  has  made 
a  mistake,  because  it  is  Mr.  Ritchie's 
cousm. 


Mr.  FRAZER.— To  what  quibbles  aie 
out  friends  opposite  reduced  I  We  are  told 
that  these  two  men   own   30,000  acres, 
which,  1  am  advised,  is  worth  from 
to  ^10  per  acre. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — How  much  does  the 
honorable  member  for  Wannon  own? 

Mr.  FRAZER.— The  honorable  member 
for  Wannon  can  speak  for  himself,  and, 
at  any  rate,  he  would  not  shirk  the  land 
tax.  I  point  out  that  this  small  puny  land- 
holder of  Penshurst  is  a  supporter  of  the 
[Kirty  who  object  to  sympathizers  of  the 
labour  movement  putting  a  threepenny  piece 
into  the  plate  at  the  door  on  the  occasion 
o\  a  meeting;  and  yet  he  himself  is  sub- 
scribing ^100  in  order  to  enable  an  anti- 
Socialist  lo  fisht  the  Wannon  seat. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Only  ;£ioo? 

Mr.  FRAZER.— Yes.  those  big  land- 
owners hang  on  to  their  money  pretty 
tightlv ;  and  they  must  imagine  there  is  real 
danger  in  the  ability  and  eloquence  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Wannon  when  they 
make  such  subscriptions  in  order  to  oppose 
him. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — It  will  not  ruin  the 
subscriber,  will  it? 

Mr.  FRAZER.— No,  none  of  those  gen- 
tlemen who  have  possession  of  the  world's 
wealth  are  likely  to  leave  themselves  penni- 
less as  a  result  of  their  generosity.  In  a 
circular  issued  by  Mr.  R.  B.  Ritchie  in  the 
electorate  of  Wannon,  the  following  words 
occur — 

In  a  Urge  and  wealthy  constitnency  like  ibis, 
where  such  huge  vested  interests  are  at  stake, 
there  ought  to  be  no  difficulty  in  getting  j£t,ooo. 

I  understand  that  at  present  the  subscrip- 
tions have  reached  jQjoo  for  the  purpose 
of  opposing  the  present  representative  of 
the  constituency.    The  circular  goes  on — 

I  therefore  appeal  to  you  with  the  utmoit 

coofideace  to  assist  in  stemming  the  rising  tide 
of  anarchy,  Should  you  object  to  have  your 
name  published  just  send  a  note  to  the  "  Editor, 
Hamilton  Sfectator,"  staling  the  amount  you 
are  willing  to  give,  and  be  will  acknowledge  it 
as  from  a  "Friend"  or  "Anti-Socialist." 

This  reminds  me  of  a  former  subscription 
raised  on  one  memorable  occasion  in  the 
history  of  this  State,  when  there  was  sent 
out  a  notification,  "  DtHi't  mind  sending 
your  name,  just  send  in  the  cash."  If  the 
honorable  member  for  Corio  and  the  hon^ 
orable  member  for  Bourke  have  a  remnant 
of  that  feeling  that  ought  to  actuate  hon- 
orable members,  they  will  withdraw  the 
statements  they  have  made  and  admit  their 
error  as  to  canpulsory  levies  at  meetings 
connected  with  the  Labour ^Earty,   ,  I  do 
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*iot  say  that  it  would  be  an  outrageous 
*hing  if  the  Labour  Party,  when  about  to 
jpTC  an  exposititm  on  any  question  con- 
nected with  the  niovement  which  they 
giought  of  value,  were  to  make  a  charge, 
because,  in  anv  case,  no  one  is  compelled 
to  attend.  But  it  is  a  very  different  matter 
to  say  that  a  charge  has  'been  made,  when 
4hc  fact  is  tlie  contrary.  The  honorable 
member  for  Corio  referred  to  the  decision 
-of  some  residents  in  Broken  Hill  in  regard 
to  a  resignation,  but,  while  expressing  no 
■opinion  as  to  tlw  merits  of  the  proposal,  I 
say  that  if  those  people  required  any 
justification  they  have  it  in  the  exhibition 
■we  have  just  witnessed  in  the  Federal  par- 
liamentary arena. 

Joseph  Cook.— Are  there  no  cases 
in  the  Labour  Party? 

Mr.  FRAZER._I  know  of  no  members 
of  the  Labour  Party  who,  returned  to  ad- 
vocate a  particular  programme,  have  aban- 
■doned  that  programme  as  soon  as  thev  en- 
tered the  House.  If  a  man  feels  that  he 
■cannot  conscientiously  advocate  the  policy 
■on  which  he  was  elected,  his  only  honorable 
course  is  to  present  himself  to  his  masters 
and  ask  their  opinion.  At  present  there 
are  honorable  members  exercising  their 
functions  here  with  no  thought  for  the 
■opinions  or  desires  of  their  constituents: 
they  simply  take  the  view  that  there  are 
yet  nine  months  in  which  the  great  daily 
metropolitan  newspapers  of  Australia  may 
'be  persuaded  to  throw  a  cloak  over  their 
iniquities— to  justifv.  explain,  and  excuse 
them  to  their  electorates.  During  the  past 
week  or  two  honorable  members  opposite 
were  in  fear  and  trembling  at  the  prospect 
of  the  people  being  appealed  to:  they 
showed  no  enthusiasm  then. 

Dr.  Wilson.— There  was  no  enthusiasm 
on  the  honorable  member's  side  either 

Mr.  FRAZER.— I  have  never  seen  such 
unanimity  on  the  part  of  the  Labour  Party 
in  a  desire  to  appeal  to  the  people. 
Sitting  suspended  from  i  to  2.15  i>  m 
Mr.  FRAZER.— I  said  shortlv  before 
we  adjourned  for  lunch  that  I  should  have 
some  observations  to  offer  regarding  the 
financial  proposals  to  be  submitted  by  the 
Government.  As  to  what  they  will  be,  un- 
fortunately little  can  be  gathered  from  the 

?nnted  Ministerial  statement  re!id  bv  the 
^nme  Minister,  and  still  less  from  his  ex- 
planation of  it  last  night.  One  of  the 
paragraphs  in  this  precious  document  sets 
forth  that — 


Finance  is  in  every  year  a  vital  question : 
bat  It  IS  HO  exagger«tion  to  say  that  the  obU- 


gations  of  the  next  eighteen  months  render  it 
at  present  more  imporunt  than  at  any  period 
since  Federation.  *^ 

Numerous  proposals  are  then  indicated- 
some  urgent  and  some  not  so— and  we  are 
told  that — 

^/  ■T'"^  departure  is  'called  for  in  order  to 
provide  for  the  early  eonstniction  of  neSiarv 
reproductive  works  i^  connexion-  °«=*^'y 

with  the  Postmaster-General's  Department. 
I  confess  that  I  do  not  know  what  that 
means.  Although  the  House  is  being  in- 
vited to  say  whether  or  not  the  Ministry 
possesses  its  confidence,  honorable  members 
are  not  m  a  position  to  know  whether  the 
U>vernment  intend  to  proceed  with  a  policy 
of  borrowing.  The  Prime  Minister  might 
we  1  have  been  expected  to  make  a  definite 
statement  on  the  point. 

TensSlsf ^  *°  Old-age 

Mr  FRAZER.-We  are  told  that  a  liew 
departure  is  called  for  to  provide  for  "hi 
early  construction  of  reproductive  works  in 
CMnexwn  with   the  Postmaster-General's 
Department     Surely  we    have   been  in 
SJ°"^  enough  to  have  from  the  Prime 
thiT^        explanation  of  the  intentions  of 
the  Government  in  this  regard.   Some  vear^ 
bfnti'        r^^^i^^t  as  the  finandTlV<?s  ! 
bihties  of  the  Commonwealth  were  limit«l 
under  the  Braddon  section,  and  we  wS 
^rning  to  the  States  monev  that  might  w5l 
whiir^  ?h   Common^vea^th  Depaftment 
while  at  the  same  time  taking  over  De- 
partments, the  transfer  of  which  was  not 

wi?h  fi^."'^^''"v'  ''^^"^^  confronted 
with  financial  embarrassment  before  the  ex- 
piration of  the-  Braddon  period.  The 
Prune  Mmister,  who  for  sevVn  out  of  the 
eight  years  of  the  Commonwealth's  exS 
^"  '  °^  different^- 

vemments  now  tells  us  that  one  of  the 
transferred  Departments-that  of  the  P<S- 
master-General-is  in  a  chaotic\SfdiS 

alli^"''  "'^^'^"S^  Parliament  ha 

\  resolution  in  opposition 
to  the  pnnciple  of  borrowing,  we  must  raise 

Jufcf^'i!^  that  Department  may 
Sta4s.  ^t^n,  less  to  the 

Mr.  FRAZER._We  were  told  by  the 
Treasurer  m   the   Deakin  Administration 

^   0^0  "^T^^  K"^^^  slightly  overdrawn 
in  1 9 10.     If  we  have  reached  the  margin 
how  can  we  during  the  existence  of  ^Se 
Braddon  section,  return  ^I^^^^o^^^fetates? 
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Mr.  Livingston. — Whether  we  borrow 
for  these  works  or  not,  the  money  will  have 
to  come  out  of  the  pockets  of  the  people  of 
Australia. 

Mr.  FRAZER. — Quite  so,  but  my  point 
is  that  the  policy  of  successive  Treasurers 
in  Governments  led  by  the  presoit  Prime 
^Minister  has  been  such  that  we  are  now  told 
that  in  order  to  bring  the  Postmaster- Gene- 
ral's Department  to  a  reasonable  state  of 
eflSciency  we  shall  have  to  borrow,  although 
we  have  returned  to  the  States  millions 
which  the  Commcuiwealth  might  well  have 
utilized. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — We  have  fresh  taxaticui 
open  to  us. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— Do  the  Governmenf 
propose  fresh  taxation? 

Mr.  WiLKS. — I  do  not!  know.  They 
ought  to  provide  for  defence  out  of  direct 
taxation. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— I  am  glad  that  we  have 
one  amvert  to  that  principle. 

Mr.  ^yILKS. — I  am  not  a  convert.  I 
have  always  held  that  view.  Old-age  pen- 
sions and  defence  must  be  provided  for  by 
means  of  direct  taxation. 

Mr.  Fuller. — The  honorable  member's 
party  have  been  supporting  a  Government 
that  has  been  doing  all  this. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— While  the  party  with 
which  I  am  associated  may  have  to  accept 
responsibility  for  having  been  in  such  bad 
ccxnpany,  I  cannot  be  charged  with  having 
given  the  .late  Government  an  unconditional 
support.  • 

Mr.  Glynn. — A  gcxDd  many  of  the  hon- 
orable member's  party  in  1901  voted  for 
Sir  George  Turner's  Loan  Bill. 

Mr.  Tudor. — Only  two. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— The  fact  remains  that 
as  the  result  of  the  administration  of  suc- 
cessive Governments  led  by  the  present 
Prime  Minister,  a  loan  apparently  is  to 
be  proposed  to  enable  a  Department  of  the 
Commonwealth  to  be  raised  to  a  state  of 
efficiency.  I  am  not  prepared  to  support  a 
loan  for  that  purpose,  whilst  it  is  open  to 
us  to  tax  the  unearned  increment  and  to 
resort  to  other  methods  of  taxation.  If  by 
means  of  taxation  we  cannot  raise  suffi- 
cient to  carry  on  one  of  the  Departments 
of  the  CommcHiwealth  in  a  satisfactory  man- 
ner, the  people  of  Australia  must  be  in 
3  very  bad  way.  Is  it  not  extraordinary 
that  the  Government  should  sav  that  it  is 
^  necessary  to  borrow  money  for  this  purpose, 
■".ving  regard  to  the  fact  that  it  is  evidently 
over-burdened  with  cash  that  it  fias 
-e6  to  present  ;^2, 000,000  to  a  people 


whom  the  Treasurer  himself  has  said  are 
able  to  built  hundreds  of  Dreadnoughts,  in- 
dependently of  any  action  we  may  take?" 
The  Treasurer  has  admitted  that '  he  left 
Western  Australia  without  uttering  a  word 
as  to  his  intenti(»t  to  suppot  such  a.  gift, 
but  he  says  that  be  now  accepts  respooa- 
bility  for  the  offer.  An  bcmn^Ie  member 
who  so  misleads  bis  constituents — and  there 
are  others  on  the  Govemmoit  nde  of  the 
House  in  the  same  position — ought  to  be 
prepared  to  go  before  them  and  to  obtain 
from  them  an  expression  of  opinion.  1 
shall  oppose  any  loan  to  bring  up  a  Com- 
monwealth DepartmCTit  to  a  state  of  effi- 
ciency, as  is  suggested  in  the  somewhat 
ambiguous  paragraph  that  I  have  read.  Nor 
am  I  in  favour  of  the  propositi<m  made  by 
the  Treasurer  when  he  was  in  a  previous 
Deakin  Administration,  that  we  should  con- 
tinue the  op^ation  of  the  Braddon  sectkxL 
Mr.  Johnson. — Does  tiie  honorable  mem- 
ber  think  that  money  should  not  be  bor- 
rowed for  railway  construction  works?. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— It  is  certain  that  in  the 
years  to  come,  if  the  responsibility  for  the 
debts  of  the  States  is  to  be  taken  over  by 
the  National  Parliament,  some  of  the  assets- 
of  the  States  will  have  to  accompany  that 
transfer.  National  administration  would 
tend  to  the  advantage  of  the  railway  sys- 
tems of  Australia.  I  cannot  imagine,  how- 
ever, a  set  of  circumstances  rendering  it 
necessary  to  seek  the  assistance  of  cash  <m 
the  spot  to  carry  on  the  aifairs  of  a  Com- 
monwealth department.  Only  a  few  diou- 
sands  are  required,  for  instance,  to  give  us 
a  satisfactory  telephone  service.  What  are 
honorable  members  on  the  Governinent  ade 
of  the  House  going  to  do  In  regard  to  this 
loan  proposal  ? 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — Some  of  them,  I 
dare  say,  will  do  what  the  honorable  mem- 
ber does — speak  against  it,  and  vote  for  it- 
Mr.  FRAZER. — I  cannot  be  char^erl 
with  speaking  in  one  direction  and  voting 
in  aiK^her.  Evidently  there  are  on  tiie- 
Govenmient  side  of  the  House  a  number 
of  honorable  members  who  are  tkH  satisfied 
with  the  financial  proposals  of  the  Ministry-. 
They  claim  to  be  free  men.  and  that  bong 
so,  it  would  be  interesting  to  learn  what 
they  intend  to  do  regarding  these  proposals. 
The  honorable  member  for  Robertson  ex- 
pres.sed  the  opinion  that  the  Gowm- 
ment  ought  to  go  to  the  country.  He 
certainlv  threw  no  bouquets  at  them,  and 
it  would  appear  that  he  is  prepared  to  as- 
sume permanentlv  the  r^te^of^hei  Govern- 
ment's candid  frifeiO^^  WhgPwS!^  asked 
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however,  whether  he  intended  to  suppOTt 
this  motion,  the  passing  of  which  would 
force  the  Government  to  20  to  the  country, 
what  did  he  say  ?  I  Venture  to  assert  that 
he  will  be  found  voting  with  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  Fuller. — ^The  hcmorable  member 
must  think  that  he  is  very  sore. 

Mr.  FRAZER. — I  thought  he  was  last 
night.  I  am  simply  going  on  his  public 
utterances  and  his  statement  that  the  Go- 
\-ernment  should  go  to  the  country. 

Mr.  WttKS.— He  fixes  a  date— March 
next. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— No,  he  says  we  ought 
to  go  immediately  to  the  countr)-.  I  am 
in  the  greatest  anxiety  about  the  proposal 
that  will  emanate  from  the  present 
Treasurer,  and,  possibly,  be  indorsed  by 
the  Government,  with  regard  to  the  future 
financial  relations  between  the  Common- 
wealth and  the  States.  It  is  a  matter  of 
the  greatest  and  most  urgent  importaxice 
that  the  naticmal  exchequer  should  not, 
after  1910,  be  hampered  to  the  degree  that 
it  is  at  present. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — That  question  is  a  long 
way  aboVe  party  measures. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— The  honorable  member 

is  now  associated  with  all  those  who  have 
hoisted  the  flag  of  State  rights  and  State 
frights  in  this  House — men  who  have 
opposed  the  national  idea  and  ideal.  Con- 
sequently he  cannot  complain  if  we,  on 
this  side,  who  are  looking  for  the  greatest 
possible  freedom  in  financial  and  other 
•directions  in  order  that  the  Commonwealth 
may  proceed  towards  nationhood,  say  that 
he  is  in  bad  company  if  he  does  not  agree 
with  the  proposals  which  the  Government 
will  submit. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — I  shall  carry  no  banner 
of  "State  frights." 

Mr.  FRAZER.— 1  am  glad  to  hear  it, 
but  the  honorable  member  will  find  that  he 
has  a  load  to  carry  if  he  attempts  to  sup- 
port sOToe  of  the  proposals  of  the  present 
Government.  The  only  thing  we  have  to 
guide  us  in  this  matter  is  the  past  record 
of  the  Treasurer.  His  past  achievements 
as  demonstrated  in  the  financial  adjustment 
scheme  which  he  submitted  at  Brisbane 
are  eminently  unsatisfactory  frcxn  my 
pcnnt  of  view,  and  I  look  forward  with  the 
greatest  anxiety  to  the  temporary  adjust- 
ment which  is  pRHnised  in  the  document 
tabled  by  the  Fxiroe  Minister. 


Sir  John  Forrest. — The  honcnrable 
member's  anxiety  will  be  a  fearful  thing 
for  the  country. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— It  will  be  only  a  cir- 
cumstance to  the  anxiety  of  the  right 
honorable  member  at  the  next  electicm. 

Mr.  Batcfielor. — The  country  will  ap- 
preciate it  much  more  than  the  right  hon- 
orable member's  0ippancy. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— The  right  honorable 
member  will  have  no  time  to  be  flippant 
when  he  meets  the  electors.  We  gave  him 
on  the  last  occasion  the  busiest  time  he 
ever  had  in  his  life,  and  with  a  practically 
unkno^vn  boy.  Another  portion  of  the 
Government's  programme  seems  to  indicate 
that  an  effort  is  to  be  made,  after  eight 
years,  to  deal  with  the  public  debt  pro- 
blem, as  it  concerns  the  taxpayer.  It  is 
stated  that — 

The  future  fioaocia)  relations  between  the 
States  and  the  Commonwealth,  taken  together 
with  their  present  and  future  loan  obligations, 
are  being  carefully  considered  in  principle  and 
in  detail  in  order  that  a  satisfactory  and  per- 
manent settlement  may  be  achieved. 

This  energetic  Government,  that  has  been 
in  existence  almost  continuously  since  the 
beginning  of  the  Cwnmonwealth,  has  not, 
up  to  the  present,  .been  able  to  arrive  at 
a  satisfactory  conclusion  on  the  question  of 
whether  the  telephwie  service  is  paying  or 
not,  or  whether  the  telephone  rates  should 
be  increased,  and  now,  after  eight  years, 
they  have  reached  the  stage  at  which  we 
are  going  to  get  from  them  a  consideration 
"in  principle  and  in  detail"  of  the  im- 
portant question  of  State  debts.  Our 
national  debt  amounts  to  about 
;£25o, 000,000,  with  an  annual  interest  ob- 
ligation of  about  ;£9, 000,000.  We.  owed 
;^202,ooo,ooo  at  the  beginning  of  Federa- 
tion, and  that  has  increased  to  a  little  over 
;£25o, 000,000  now.  Yet  in  the  face  of 
that  fact,  in  face  of  the  fact  that  we  have 
one  of  the  heaviest  public  debts  per  head  of 
population  in  the  world,  the  Government 
propose  to  go  on  the  market  as  a  seventh 
borrower  in  order  to  bring  one  of  our 
ordinary  functions  of  government  into  a 
state  of  efficiency. 

Mr.  Wir.K5. — The  honornble  member 
should  not  forget  that  we  have  also  better 
assets  than  most  other  natiwis.  The  debt 
has  been  incurred  for  reproductive  works 
and  not  for  war. 

Mr.  FRAZER. — I  am  not  questioning; 
our  ability  to  meet  our  obligations,  but 
the  important  dutv  at  present  confronting 
us  is  to  bring  ^|hpW^^^@f5\o,g|^der  one 
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central  bodv  which,  with  our  national 
assets,  and  our  more  efficient  and  economic 
administration,  will  enable  us  to  present 
to  the  lenders  of  money  in  the  Old 
Cbuntry  such  a  case  for  renewal  purposes 
as  will  save  us  many  thousands  of  pounds 
per  year  on  our  interest  bill— probably  suf- 
ficient to  esteblish  a  considerable  sinking 
fund  towards  the  ultimate  liquidation  of 
this  immense  public  responsibility.  The 
Prime  Minister  might  well  have  explain^ 
last  night  what  he  really  means  on  ttiis 
question.  If  we  cannot  get  an  explanation 
of  the  Governjpent's  financial  proposals 
when  a  no-confidence  debate  is  proceed- 
ing, when  may  we  expect  it? 

Mr.  Mathews.— The  Prime  Minister 
took  an  hour  and  a-half  to  explain  what 
he  meant. 

Mr  FRAZER.— He  occupied  an  hour 
and  a-half  in  trying  to  avoid  the  necessitv 
of  explaining  the  absolute  barrenness  ot 
this  document,  so  far  as  efficient  legislation 
is  concerned— an  hour  and  a-half  in  trying 
to  show  that  it  contained  things  which  the 
General  public,  when  they  thoroughly 
understand  it.  must  know  will  never  be 
realized.  The  severest  criticism  of  the 
present  Administration  and  their  supporters 
is  contained  in  their  opinions  about  one 
another.  They  are  composed  of  the  wreck- 
age of  a  number  of  parties,  according  to 
the  Prime  Minister,  as  honorable  members 
have  already  heard. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — Many  times. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— I  remember  when  the 
smiling  member  for  Flinders  was  sitting 
in  this  corner,  and  the  Prime  Minister, 
standing  over  there,  cried  to  him  and  his 
party,  "Stop  where  you  are!  We  do  not 
want  to  be  associated  with  you,  now  nor 
at  any  future  time.  Go  back  to  your 
corner  !*' 

Mr.  WiLKS.— That  was  addressed  to  the 
honorable  member  for  Fawkner. 

Mr.  FRAZER. — It  was  addressed  to 
the  OppoMtion  comer  party.  The  Prime 
Alinister  had  all  our  votes  then.  The  hon- 
orable member  for  Flinders  evidently  ap- 
preciates the  capacity  of  the  Prime  Mui- 
ister  to  adapt  himself  to  any  circumstances. 
He  can  denounce  us  to-day,  just  as  easily 
as  he  denounced  the  Opposition  corner 
party  at  that  time.  The  people  with  whom 
he  associates  himself  from  time  to  time 
may  be  cast  off,  just  as  he  cast  off  those 
who  followed  the  right  honorable  member 
for  East  Sydney,  but  he  must  always  re- 


main on  top.  So  long  as  he  is  in  the 
honorary  position  of  Prime  Minister,  every- 
thing is  satisfactory. 

Mr.  PoYNTON.— What  is  that  honorary 
position  ? 

Mr.  FRAZER.— We  might  well  have  a 
little  inquiry  into  that  matter  as  soon  as 
the  end  of  this  month  is  past. 

Mr.  POYNTON. — I  hear  that  it  is  worth 
;^2,2oo  a  year. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— It  mav  he  necessary  at 
some  future  date  to  elucidate  the  exact  re- 
lationship between  that  and  other  c^&ces 
in  the  Ministry.  Whilst  the  Government 
may  be  prepared  to  sit  silmt  under  the  ac- 
cusation of  having  betrayed  their  constitu- 
ents, and  to  make  practically  no  defence, 
we,  as  an  Opposition,  with  some  appre- 
ciation of  the  pledges  that  we  have  giN-eo 
to  our  constituents,  have  the  obligation 
thrown  upon  us  of  challenginR  them.  Whe- 
ther we  are  successful  or  not  in  carrying 
this  motion,  we  shall  have  vindicated  the 
attitude  which  we  have  always  adopted,  of 
sticking  to  our  pledges  and  of  trying  to- 
make  others  do  the  same. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang)  [2.40I.— I  take 
it  that  the  motion  now  before  the  House  i» 
not  really  meant  to  be  regarded  seriously.  I 
believe  I  am  correct  in  regarding  it  as  hav- 
ing been  tabled  with  the  intention  of  en- 
abling honorable  members  opposite  *to  give 
a  full  exposition  of  their  principles  and 
their  grievances,  and  to  prepare  electioneer- 
ing matter  to  lay  before  their  constituents. 
I  do  not  think  that  the  Opposition  believe 
they  have  any  hope  of  carrying  the  motion. 
Having  the  knowledge,  as  they  undoubtedlv 
must  have,  that  it  will  not  be  carried,  the 
responsibility  will  rest  upon  them  to  justify 
in  the  eyes  of  the  countrv  their  action  in 
delaying  the  transaction  of  public  business. 
At  the  same  time  I  must  congratulate  them 
upon  now  living  in  a  political  atmosphere 
of  much  greater  freedom  than  that  to  which 
they  have  been  accustomed  for  manv  a  long 
day.  I  can  fully  sympathise  with  them 
in  the  exhilaration  which  thev  feel  in  oc- 
cupving  what  to  members  of  that  party 
must  be  a  unique  [wsition.  I  had  no  in- 
tention at  first  of  taking  part  in  this  de- 
bate, but  I  wanted  to  justify,  or  rather  to 
explain,  my  own  position,  for  it  needs  no 
justification,  and  so  I  proposed  to  speak 
upon  the  Ministerial  statement  recently 
read  to  the  House  bv  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter. As,  however,  this  debate  is  likely 
to  last  some  time,  and  my  abstention 
from  taking  part  in  it  would  not  appre- 
ciably curtail  it,  or  save  much  time,  I 
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thought  it  would  perhaps  be  more  con- 
venient to  say  what  I  have  to  say  now  and 
probably  to  refrain  from  s{>ealctng  at  a  later 
period  on  the  Address-in-Reply  or  the 
Ministerial  statement.  I  much  regret  the 
tone  of  many  of  the  speeches  that  have 
been  delivered  in  this  House.  The  late 
Ministry  departed  frwn  office  in  a  most  un- 
digni6ed  fashiwi.  We  have  heard  from 
members  of  it,  and  from  their  sympathizers, 
an  undignified  tirade  of  splenetic  abuse. 
I  do  not  desire  to  pose  as  a  lecturer  to  the 
House,  but  I  would  suggest  that  a  form  of 
critidsm  so  much  associated  with  the  ner- 
sonal  element  is  likely  to  l<»e  a  great  deal 
of  its  force  with  the  electors.  I  make  to 
the  Opposition  merely  the  friendly  sugges- 
tion that  they  would  better  attain  their  ob- 
ject by  refraining  from  so  much  of  the 
purely  personal  element,  which  does  not 
tend  to  raise  the  dignitv  of  debate  in  this 
Chamber.  I  come  now  to  the  general  com- 
plaint which  we  have  heard  all  over  the 
country  from  members  of  the  Opposition 
of  the  alleged  unfair  treatment  that  they 
have  received — I  do  not  know  whether  they 
include  the  late  Opposition  to  which  I  be- 
longed— but  principally  at  the  hands  of 
the  members  of  the  old  Deakin  party. 
The  treatment  of  which  the  Labour  Party 
is  now  complaining  so  bitterly  is  similar 
to  that  which  it  meted  out  to  the  Deakin 
Government.  It  is  getting  a  Roland  for 
its  Oliver.  But  in  the  manner  of  going 
out  of  office  the  members  of  the  Deakin 
Administration  showed  to  much  greater 
advantage  than  the  members  of  the  Fisher 
Administration.  They,  on  the  support  ot 
the  Labour  Party  being  withdrawn,  asked 
no  reastxis,  but,  in  a  dignified  manner,  be- 
coming their  position,  resigned  their  port- 
folios. The  Labour  Government  took  office 
in  the  full  knowledge  that  it  could  not 
command  the  support  of  a  majority,  and, 
therefore,  could  not  carry  out  Labour 
programme.  In  the  'light  of  that  know- 
ledge, it  proposed  merely  to  continue  the 
work  of  the  Deakin  Government,  whose 
Ministers  might  reasonably  have  been  sup- 
posed to  be  better  able  to  carry  out  their 
own  policy,  being  necessarily  more  familiar 
with  its  details,  than  an  entirely  new  set 
of  men..  But  the  cat  has  since  been  let  out 
of  the  bag,  and  we  have  been  informed 
that  the  diange  of  Government  was  a  pre- 
ccmccTted  arrangement  for  dividing  the 
loaves  and  fishM  of  office  between  two 
minorities  on  the  "turn  and  turn  about" 
principle.  I  do  not  know  what  the  country 
will  think  of  such  an  arrangement.  It 


seems  to  me  to  have  been  subversive  of  the- 
public  interest. 

Mr.  PovNTON. — Does  that  remark  apply 
to  the  present  arrangement? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  hope  that  no  such 
arrangement  as  that  to  which  I  refer  would 
be  ocxne  to  by  any  party  of  which  I  was 
a  member;  it  certainly  would  not  receive 
my  support.  It  really  amounted  to  a  con- 
spiracy, for  mere  personal  gain,  against 
the  whole  community.  May  I  trace  the 
course  of  events  which  ha.\e  led  to- 
the  present  situation  ?  Late  in  last 
year,  the  then  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
siticm — the  right  honorable  member  for 
East  Sydney — moved  a  motion  of 
censure  upon  the  Deakin  Administrati(Hi< 
because  of  its  unsatisfactory  financial  ad- 
ministration. He  particularly  pointed  out 
that  no  jwoper  provisim  had  been  made  for 
the  payment  of  old-age  pensions.  An- 
amendment,  moved  bv  the  right  h(»x}rab1& 
member  for  Swan,  with  a  view  to  shelving 
the  main  motion,  was  defeated,  and,  by  ar- 
rangement with  my  then  leader,  I  moved 
another  amendment,  specifically  declaring, 
the  financial  administration  to  be  unsatis- 
factory because  of  the  lack  of  proper  pro- 
vision for  the  payment  of  oid-age  pensions. 
The  leader  of  the  Labour  Party  and  hi& 
followers  had  been  speaking  in  the  strong- 
est terms  of  condemnation  of  the  financial 
proposals  of  the  Govemnrent,  but  none  of 
them  voted  for  the  amendment  or  for  the 
motion  of  censure.  Votes  speak  louder 
than  words,  and  in  voting  against  the  mo- 
tion and  an)endment  thev  indorsed  the 
financial  policy  of  the  Government,  and 
thus  in  the  most  positive  and  emphatic 
maJiner  possible  declared  their  full  con- 
fidence in  the  Government  and  its  pro- 
posals. But  within  three  weeks,  although 
the  Government  had  not  altered  its  policy 
in  the  slightest,  the  leader  of  the  Labour 
Party,  from  his  place  on  the  cross  benches, 
made  a  statement  to  the  effect  that  his 
party  had  decided  to  withdraw  its  support 
irvo.  the  Government.  No  reasons  were 
advanced  for  that  action.  The  support 
was  withdrawn  in  the  most  osntemptuous 
manner. 

Mr.  Chanter. — There  was  nothing  con- 
temptuous in  what  was  done. 

Mr.  JOHXSOX— The  action  of  the 
Labour  Party  was  contonptuous,  seeing 
that  its  allies  had  brought  forward  the 
measures  which  it  had  asked  for,  and  were 
ready  to  go  further  in  carrying  out  its 
P^'*^-  .    The  [juf^^ai^gfe^al  of 
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support  was,  under  the  circumstances,  con- 
temjHuous.  The  only  justification  for  the 
action  of  the  Labour  Party  would  have 
been  that  the  Deakin  Administration  had 
failed  to  carry  out  the  policy  which  it  had 
been  arranged  should  be  proceeded  with, 
but  that  had  not  happened,  and  the  in- 
c(xning  Government  actuaJly  (xity  proposed 
to  continue  the  legislation  of  that  which 
had  been  ejected.  It  will  take  a  great  deal 
to  satisfy  the  public  that  the  interests 
of  the  country  were  being  con- 
sidered by  that  change,  or  to  pre- 
vent it  from  believing  that  the  motive  was 
other  than  to  enable  Labour  Ministers  to 
■enjoy  the  spoils  of  office.  That  that  was 
the  motive  is  evidenced  by  the  character 
of  the  speeches  which  we  have  heard  both 
inside  and  outside  of  this  chamber  since 
the  defeat  of  the  Labour  Goremment.  No- 
thing but  personal  revenge  is  talked  of  be- 
cause members  have  been  deprived  of  their 
share  of  the  spoils  which,  according  to  the 
arrangement  with  the  old  Deakin  Party, 
should  have  fallen  to  them,  and,  instead  of 
enjoying  the  emoluments  of  office  for  twelve 
months,  they  have  drawn  Ministerial  pay 
for  only  six  months.  But  what  about  the 
public  interest?  That  appears  to  be  left 
out  of  consideration  altogether.  Certainly, 
if  the  alleged  arrangement  was  made,  they 
have,  fuxa  that  purely  perscwial  point  of 
view,  been  treated  unfairly. 

Mr.  Kelly. — But,  from  another  point 
of  view,  there  was  no  public  interest  to 
be  served  by  the  keeping  of  such  an  im- 
fnoral  compact. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— Exactly.  Although 
the  Labour  Party  appears  to  think  that  it 
acted  quite  fairly  towards  the  Deakin  Ad- 
ministration, its  members  have  assumed  a 
most  virtuous  indignation  on  receiving 
similar  treatment.  To  use  a  sporting 
phrase,  they  cannot  "take  their  gruel." 
It  is  political  cowardice  for  them  to  make 
the  puerile  complaints  which  we  hear  frcHn 
them. 

Mr.  Chanter. — What  about  the  honor- 
able member's  own  complaints  ? 

Mr.  JOHNSON. — I  have  no  personal 
complaints  to  make,  because  I  had  nothing 
to  expect ;  and  in  no  action  that  I  have  taken 
outside  the  House,  or  in  it,  can  it  be  fairly 
said  that  I  have  ever  departed  from  either 
principles  or  promises. 

Mr.  Webster. — The  honorable  member's 
present  positicm  in  the  House  is  a  depar- 
ture. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— That  is  certainly  not 
so.    My  position  I  shall  explain  in  due 


time;  I  shall  not  disturb  the  sequence  of  my 

speech  to  satisfy  idle  curiosity. 

Mr.  Chanter. — Later  on  I  shall  remind 
the  honorable  member  of  his  complaints 
publicly  stated. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— Very  good;  and  I 
dare  say  I  shall  be  able  to  return  the  com- 
pliment with  interest.  In  offering  these  re- 
marks and  criticisms  on  the  question  befwe 
the  House,  I  desire  to  avoid  anything  that 
can  be  construed  into  the  nature  of  per- 
sonal animus  or  personal  attack.  I  go  even 
fLrther,  and  say  that  I  believe  that  incon- 
sistencies of  honorable  members  on  both 
sides  are  very  often  the  result  of  really 
worthy*  and  ikH  sinister,  motives.  I  do 
not-  always  believe  that  members  who  are 
inconsistent,  or  change  their  opinioas«  are 
not  honest  in  those  opini<His  at  the  time. 
It  happens  sometimes  that  the  pcnnt  of 
view  changes  with  unforeseen  circumstanoes. 
Members  of  the  Labour  Party  are  gtnng 
about  the  country  complaining  of  the  lack 
o^'  consideration  they  have  received  at  the 
hands  of  the  present  Prime  Minister,  and 
the  party  with  whom  he  was  associated  prior 
to  the  eyents  which  brought  about  from 
the  labour  point  of  view  this  lamentable 
catastrophe  j  but,  in  my  opinion,  the  pre- 
sent Prime  Minister  owes  the  Labour  Party 
no  &)nsideration  whatever.  During  the 
whole  of  the  time  when  he  was  trying  to 
carry  out  legislation  de«red  by  the  Labour 
Party,  he  was  subjected  to  attacks  from  plat- 
forms in  various  parts  of  the  country,  and 
un  announcement  was  made  that  he  was 
"  to  be  put  to  the  sword."  No  mercy  was 
tu  be  shown  to  him,  nor  any  api^eciation 
of  the  services  he  had  rendered  to  the 
Labour  Party ;  on  the  contrary,  that  party 
were  prepared  to  show  the  basest  ingrati- 
tude by  opposing  the  honorable  gentleman, 
and  all  associated  with  him,  at  the  elec- 
tions. Treatmmt  of  that  kind  would  not 
he  resorted  to,  or  tolerated  by,  members  of 
an\  other  political  party  in  any  part  of  the 
world  ;  and  to  show  that  the  Prime  Minister 
owes  the  Labour  Party  no  ccmsideration  I 
propose  to  read  one  or  two  extracts  from 
speeches  made  by  prraninent  members  of 
the  party  at  the  very  time  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter was  receiving  their  support,  and  obeying 
their  behests.  I  have  no  desire  to  pose  as 
an  apologist  for  the  Prime  Minister— I 
think  he  is  fairly  open  to  condemnation  for 
deliberately  putting  himself  in  inexcusable 
relationship  to  the  Labour-Sodalist  party, 
whose  aims  and  methods  he  has  scathingly 
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common  justice.  Mr.  Heagney,  the  secre- 
tary of  the  Victorian  Labour  Conference, 
when  speaking  at  a  picnic,  said — 

We  are  practically  on  the  eve  of  a  battle, 
and  we  have  just  held  a  couacil  of  war.  Many 
were  inclined  to  have  the  enemy — 

That  is,  the  Deakin  Party — 

in  our  service  as  mercenaries,  but  the  decision 
has  been  arrived  at  to  put  'hem  to  the  sword 
at  all  quarters.  Those  who  have  been  inclined 
to  hire  the  mercenaries  are  now  ready  to  put 
them  to  tlic  sword  to-morrow.  We  shall  go 
forward  to  the  fight  as  fanatically  as  Moha- 
mcdans. 

That  is  a  sample  of  the  friendly  attitude 
dii^played  by  the  Labour  Party  and  those 
associated  with  them;  and,  in  the  face  of 
such  a  declaration,  could  it  be  reascxiaBly 
expected  that  the  object  of  such  attacks 
should  be  inclined  to  show  any  very  great 
consideration  to  those  attacking  him.  Then 
ac  Ballarat,  on  7th  October,  1906,  Mr. 
Tunnecliffe,  referring  to  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter, said — 

He  was  the  most  invidious  failure  and  con- 
temptible fraud  who  bad  every  disgraced  us. 

I  do  not  like  even  repeating  such  expres- 
sions, but  it  is  necessary  to  give  the  exact 
words  of  a  quotation.  The  use  of  such 
language  by  a  prominent  member  of  the 
La^ur  Party  is  not  calculated  to  promote 
a  very  friendly  feeling  on  the  part  of  the 
Prime  Minister  towards  that  party,  who 
were  his  allies.  Then  Mr.  Randolph  Bed- 
ford, who  is  associated  with  the  Clarion 
newspaper,  speaking  at  the  Brunswick 
Mechanics  Institute,  on  the  nth  October, 
1906,  sai<t— 

The  Deakin  Party,  which  only  existed  by  the 
grace  of  the  Labour  Party,  was  about  to  die. 

We  have  members  of  the  Labour  Party 
going  about  speaking  in  this  disparaging 
manner  of  the  head  of  the  Government 
which  they  were  supporting ;  and  yet  here, 
and  throughout  the  country,  they  complan 
of  a  lack  of  consideration  on  his  part.  The 
mar\-el  to  me  is  that  the  Prime  ilinister  was 
able  to  continue  in  his  -position  whilst  this 
threatening  language  was  being  used  to- 
wards him.  I  cannot  understand  how  a 
man  of  breeding,  culture,  and  refinement  of 
feeling  could  continually  tolerate  such  at- 
tacks, especially  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
all  the  time  he  was  doing  his  very  best  to 
carry  their  behests  into  legislative  effect. 

Mr.  HtJME  Cook. — Mr.  Bedford,  before 
that,  had  desired  to  run  as  a  Deakinite 
candidate. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— That  is  a  very  inter- 
esting piece  of  information. 


Mr.  Hume  Cook. — Mr.  Bedford  also 
wrote  to  Mr.  David  Syme  asking  for  the 
support  of  the  Age. 

Mr,  JOHNSON.— I  do  not  wonder  that 
the  Prime  Minister  himself  entertained  a 
very  poor  opinion  of  the  Labour  Party.  I 
unhesitatingly  say  that  I  had  very'  little 
pity  for  the  Prime  Minister,  considering  that 
he  knew  or  believed  that  the  Labour  Party 
was  without  gratitude  or  appreciation  of 
friendly  help,  and  was  aways  prepared  to 
destroy  those  with  whom  they  had  been 
most  closely  associated — to  poniard  those 
nearest  to  them,  and  attack,  with  the 
greatest  ferocity,  those  who  had  the  most 
friendly  disposition  towards  their  general 
aims.  Therefore  the  pity  that  would 
ordinarily  go  out  to  him  had  to  be  with- 
held, the  more  so  as  he  had  given  utterance 
to  a  number  of  expressions  of  opinions  of 
the  party  as  a  result  of  a  previous 
alliance,  which  should  have  been  a 
sufficient  warning  to  him.  I  propose  to  read 
one  or  two  extracts  from  speeches  which  the 
Prime  Minister  made,  showing  that,  al- 
though he  believed  the  character  I  have  in- 
dicated to  be  that  of  the  Labour  Party, 
he,  with  his  eyes  open,  entered  into  an 
alliance  with  them.  Speaking  at  Ballarat 
in  1904,  the  honorable  gentleman  said — 

The  time  has  arrived  when  it  is  impera- 
tive upon  meotbers  of  the  general  community 
to  take  steps  to  preserve  the  Commonwealth 
against  the  sectional  aims  and  interests  of  the 
Labour  Party,  which  tend  to  subordinate  the 
public  welfare  to  their  own. 

At  Ballarat  in  1906,  two  years  later,  he 

said — - 

No  caucus,  except  the  caucus  of  the  Labour 
Party,  sought  to  compel  a  minority  to  vote 
against  judgment  and  conscience  because  a 
majority  of  their  following  demanded  it. 

In  1906  he  also  said — 

_  The  Labour  organizations  were  fast  travel- 
ling in  the  path  which,  in  bis  judgment,  would 
manifest  itself  a  gross  abuse.  That  party  first 
of  all  knocked  away  a  little  liberty  here,  a 
httle  independence  there,  and  then  a  little  bit 
of  authority  somewhere  else.  What  would  be 
left? 

Mr.  Batchelor. — What  is  the  honor- 
able member  quoting? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  am  quoting  now 
from  speeches  which  the  Prime  Minister 
mnde  at  Ballarat  in  November,  1906. 

Mr.  Batchelor.-— After  which  he  lived 
officially  by  us. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— That  is  so;  and  he 
thus  forfeited  the  claim^a.«iBmiseration 
which  he  wo&Kj^^eV*y:*^®V  received. 
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Speaking  at  Ballarat,  in  1904,  he  said  of 
the  Labour  Party — 

I  would  ask  you  to  look  at  this  orgaoization 
in  Ihe  light  of  the  constructioa  accepted  by 
the  members  of  every  party,  and  the  supporters 
of  every  doctrine.  Does  the  real  majority  at 
present  obtain  in  Australia  ?  .  .  .  The 
present  mechanism  of  the  Labour  Party 
threatens  the  independence  of  the  whole  of 
that  party  and  becomes  dangerous  to  the  com- 
munity. 

He  described  their  policy  as  being — 
The  crude  and  hasty  notions  antj  vain  visionary 
imagininpis  of  those  who  wanted  to  rush  over 
a  precipice. 

Notwithstanding  that  he  held  those  views, 
he  subsequently  accepted  the  support  of  the 
party,  and  in  order  to  gain  it,  had  to  come 
to  some  understanding  about  placing  on  the 
statute-book  part,  at  least,  of  the  pro- 
gramme he  had  so  vigorously  condemned. 

Mr.  Mathews. — The  I'rime  Minister 
said  worse  of  the  honorable  member. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— Possibly.  I  am  not 
prepared  to  discuss  that  matter  now, 
although  I  may  say  that  it  is  immaterial  to 
ice,  since  I  am  perfectly  able  to  justify  my 
position.  I  am  merely  showing  that  he 
knew  the  characteristics  of  the  party  by 
wh<»e  support  alone  he  was  kept  in  office 
for  a  long  period.  I  am  in  no  way  bound 
to  the  present  fusion.  I  am  acting  quite 
independently  in  the  interests  of  the  restora- 
tion of  responsible  government,  and  what- 
ever I  do,  with  regard  to  my  votes  and  sup- 
port of  the  Coalition,  will  be  a  matter  for 
my  own  conscience. 

Mr.  Batchelor.  —  Has  the  honorable 
member  signed  the  pledge? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— We  have  no  pledge  to 
sign. 

Mr.  Tudor. — How  does  the  honorable 
member  know  that  there  is  no  pledge?  He 
says  that  he  is  not  a  member  of  the  fusion. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  am  not  antagonistic 
to  the  fusion  so  long  as  there  is  no  violation 
of  principles  or  pledges  given  to  constitu- 
ents. When  speaking  at  Ballarat,  in  1905, 
the  Prime  Minister  said — 

Those  most  closely  allied  with  the  Labour 
Party,  those  who  make  the  greatest  sacri- 
fices for  them,  who  stand  closest  to  them  are 
always  the  first  to  be  sacrificed  by  them.  .  .  . 
the  moment  one  stops  or  makes  a  tingle  in- 
dependent step,  he  is  treated  as  a  bitter  enemv. 
After  having  been  apparentlv  trusted,  he  witl 
be  treated  as  if  suspected  irom  the  first  mo- 
ment ....  that  is  the  treatment  that  fol- 
lows alliances  with  political  machines. 

He  then  pointed  out  the  fate  likely  to  be- 
fall those  who  try  to  assist  the  Labour 
Party  to  place  on  the  statute-book  measures 
-embodying  planks  in  their  platform.  He 


spoke  of  the  methods  they  employed  in 
dealing  with  their  closest  friends,  and 
showed  that  those  who  were  helping  them 
had  no  reason  to  expect  gratitude  at  their 
hands.  He  went  even  further,  and  showed 
what  must  be  the  inevitable  fate  of  those 
who  assisted  the  Labour  Party.  He  is  now 
experiencing  once  more  the  truth  of  the 
statements  he  then  made.  Notwithstanding 
his  late  friendly  attitude  towards  the 
Labour  Party,  he  is  experiencing  now  its 
venomous  opposition.  He  went  on  to  say — ■ 

What  is  more  you  must  swallow  everything 
whole.  If,  in  accepting  every  article  of  the 
programme,  supporting  every  proposal  wbicb 
they  put  forward,  you  once  endeavour,  as  many 
of  their  own  members  have  proved  in  this  and 
in  other  States,  to  assert  your  individuality,  if 
you  once  try  to  have  an  mdependent  mind,  on 
other  subjects,  or  in  relation  to  party  arrange- 
ments, you  are  a  heretic,  banned  with  bell, 
book,  and  candle. 

I  am  not  making  these  quotatitms  in  their 
order  of  sequence,  and  have  now  to  go 
back  to  a  statement  made  stxne  twe!\'e 
months  previously.  At  Ballarat,  on  12th 
August,  1904,  the  honorable  gentleman 
said — 

Most  members  are  properly  governed  bv  a 
sense  of  loyalty  bred  by  alliance  and  action 
together.  You  can  appeal,  to  their  conscience 
and  judgment  together,  but  when  you  come  to 
deal  with  the  machine,  yon  are  dealing  -with 
something  which  has  no  loyalty,  no  conscience, 
and  no  judgment. 

In  the  same  year  he  also  said  at  Ballarat — 

Members  who  have  sat  side  by  side  with 
Labour  members  in  the  State  and  Federal 
Houses,  who  had  voted  for  them  on  every 
division,  and  who  were  a  bulwark  of  strength 
to  the  Labour  Party  in  this  House  went  to  the 
country  with  the  Labour  pistol  to  their  heads, 
and  the  demand  "  sign  or  resign." 

That  was  in  1904.  It  is  equally  a  true 
statement  of  the  position  to-day.  I  believe 
that  among  the  present  Opposition  there  is 
at  least  one  honorable  member  who  is  in 
some  such  position.  According  to  statements 
that  have  been  published,  one  of  the  late 
followers  of  the  Deakin  Government  has 
had  it  plainlv  intimated  to  him  by  the 
Labour  organizatitms  in  his  constituency 
that  if  he  desires  to  be  immune  from  oppo- 
sition, he  must  sign  the  Labour  platform, 
and,  presumably,  the  pledge  associated 
with  it.  Returning  to  statements  made  bv 
the  Prime  Minister  in  1905,  I  find  that  he 
said — 

Instead,  therefore,  of  taking  the  downward 
pnth  which  would  lead  to  political  servitude 
and,  perhaps,  to  social  slavery,  we  want  to  rally 
to  our  flag  those  ia|^favoui  <» 'responsible  go- 
vernment,  to   restore^'mljOTity   rulej^y  and  to 
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maintain  that  pticelesa  heritage  which  our  fore- 
fathers have  handed  down  to  us,  and  which 
we  should  preserve  or  perish. 

I  regret  to  say  that  although  since  that 
time  an  attempt  had  been  made  to  give 
effect  to  the  views  propounded  by  the  htm- 
orable  gentleman,  which  at  the  outset  was 
successful,  it  was  ultimately  frustrated  by 
the  action  of  the  Hrime  Minister  him- 
self. It  cannot  be  denied  that  the  sub- 
sequent separation  of  the  first  Coaliti<Ki 
party  in  this  House  into  additional  parties 
was  due  to  the  action  of  the  Prime  Min- 
ister. That  is  a  matter  of  history.  We 
all  know  the  circumstances  that  led  to  the 
resignation  of  the  Reid-McLean  Adminis- 
tration. We  know,  too,  the  prominent  part 
which  the  present  Prime  Minister  played  in 
bringing  about  the  disruption  of  that  Coali- 
tion. It  is  never  too  late,  however,  foi 
the  sinner  to  repent,  and  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter apparently  has  availed  himself  of  an 
opportunity  to  show  his  repentance  of  the 
action  he  then  took.  Let  us  hope  that  the 
attempt  now  being  made  to  ^tore  respon- 
sible government  will  be  persevered  in 
loyally,  to  the  best  interests  of  the  country. 
What  the  Prime  Minister  said  was  an  ex- 
pression of  sentiment  which  ought  to  be  in- 
dorsed by  every  well-wisher  of  this  country. 
I  cordially  indorse  those  sentiments  and 
so  far  as  concerns  those  who  have  been  con- 
nected with  the  Libera!  Party  fnxn  New 
South  Wales  hitherto  sitting  in  Opposi- 
tion, I  can  say  that  our  desire  was  to 
bring  about  a  consummation  of  those 
things.  So  that  whatever  may  be 
the  result  of  the  present  fusion  move- 
ment, the  purpose  of  it  is  to  restore  a 
principle  which  it  is  very  necessary  should 
be  restored,  and  without  which  it  will  be 
impossible  to  give  proper  expression  in 
legislative  form  to  the  will  of  the  majority 
of  the  people  of  this  country.  Perhaps 
one  of  the  worst  features  associated  with 
the  present  posititti  in  politics  is  the  al- 
leged intention  of  the  labour  Party — the 
intention  imputed  to  them  by  the  public 
press — to  refuse  under  any  circumstances 
to  give  pairs.  If  that  be  their  de- 
terminati<»i,  I  say  that  it  is  one  of 
the  meanest,  most  inhuman,  and  most 
undignified  methods  of  procedure  that  I 
have  heard  of  in  connexion  with  parliamen- 
tary institutions,  either  here  or  in  any 
other  part  of  the  world.  In  the  bitterest 
moments  of  political  warfare,  no  other 
party,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  learn, 
has  been  guilty  of  expressing  a  like  de- 
termination. In  this  case  it  is  particularly 


discreditable  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  it 
is  well  known  that  some  honorable  mem-- 
bers  are  incapacitated  from  attending  on 
account  of  physical  affliction.  To  refuse 
pairs  to  them  when  it  is  known  that  they 
cannot  leave  their  beds,  being  prostrated 
by  illness,  certainly  is  not  creditable  to  the 
humane  instincts  of  those  who  call  thon- 
selves  the  Labour  Party,  nor  is  it  likely 
to  COTunend  itself  to  the  majority  of  their 
followers  or  to  the  rest  of  the  cwnmunity. 

Mr.  Batchelor.—Is  not  the  refusal  the 
same  to  one  party  as  to  the  other?  In- 
deed, it  is  worse  for  the  Opposition,  be- 
cause we  are  in  a  minwity. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— When  our  party  sat 
in  Opposition  we  could  on  several  occa- 
sions have  embarrassed  the  Government 
when  we  knew  that  there  was  not  a  quorum 
within  the  precincts  of  the  House.  But 
we  declined  to  take  them  at  a  disadvan- 
tage, and  never  on  any  legitimate  occasi(m 
did  we  refuse  a  jiair. 

Mr.  Mathews. — The  hcxiorable  mem- 
ber's party  did  so  on  several  occasions. 

Mr.   JOHNSON.— Honorable  members 
cannot  point  to  a  single  instance  of  a  re- 
fusal to  give  a  pair  in  ordinary  circum-- 
stances. 

Mr.  Mahon. — Did  not  the  honorable 
member's  party  refuse  a  pair  on  the  Home 
Rule  motion? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— While  I  was  acting 
Whip  I  never  refused  a  pair. 

Mr.  Maiion. — The  honwable  member's 
party  did. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.~I  can  quite  under- 
stand that  on  a  motion  of  no-confidence,  or 
a  question  affecting  the  fate  of  a  Govern- 
ment, or  one  of  much  urgency  in  a  party 
sense,  it  might  be  necessary  for  every 
member  of  a  party  who  could  to  attend  and 
vote.  There  might  on  such  an  occasion  be 
an  indisposition  to  give  pairs.  But  there  is 
no  justification  for  a  general  refusal  out 
of  motives  of  revenge  or  for  any  other 
similar  reason.  To  do  so  is  to  bring 
parliamentary  institutions  down  very  low 
indeed.  I  ho  not  assert  myself  that  the 
Labour  Party  has  refused  to  give  pairs. 
It  is,  however,  so  reported  in  the  press,  and 
the  statement  stands  without  contradiction. 
I  sincerely  hope  that  thev  have  been  misre- 
presented. From  my  knowledge  of  severaF 
members  of  the  party,  and  from  my  cordiaT 
friendship  with  them,  personally,  I  shoulcT 
be  very  loth  indeed  to*  believe  that  all 
of  them  wouId'igleadt'yniaQ^^^to  5ucl> 
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procedure.  Ferhaps  at  a  time  of  disap- 
pointment or  anger  one  or  two  membws 
of  the  party  may  have  declared  thon- 
selves  determined  to  disregard  oae  of  the 
ordinary  courtesies  of  parliamentary  life. 
But  I  trust  that  when  we  resume  normal 
conditions  of  amity  one  towards  the  other 
these  courtesies  will  be  observed.  Now  I 
wish  to  come  to  some  of  the  reasons  why 
it  was  necessary  that  the  Labour  Party 
should  be  ejected  from  office.  It  was  im- 
peratively necessary  in  the  interest  of  the 
country  at  large.  Although  prior  to  the 
Christmas  recess  the  party  took  office  in  the 
full  knowledge  that  wheri  Parliament  re- 
assembled after  the  recess  they  would  be 
met  by  a  motion  which  would  have  the  effect 
of  displacing  them  from  office,  neverthe- 
less they  took  office,  knowing  that  they 
could  not  give  effect  to  a  single  item  in 
their  programme.  Their  displacement  of 
the  Deakin  Government  was  not.  prompted 
bv  anv  consideration  of  public  policy. 
Thev  knew  that  the  moment  they  attempted 
to  bring  forward  any  proposition  involv- 
ing their  Socialistic  principles  their  doom 
was  sealed.  I  told  them  so  at  the  time. 
Therefore,  rather  than  risk  the  loss  of  office 
they  were  prepared  to  throw  over  the  La- 
bour platfomj.  Rather  than  surrender  the 
emotimients  of  office  thev  were  prepared  to 
.see  their  policy  perish  for  a  period  at  least. 
Their  programme  might  perish  and  their 
policv  go  by  the  board  for  the  time  being. 
They  could  onlv  carry  out  the  policy  of 
those  whom  thev  had  ejected  from  office.  All 
that  they  could  ask  for  was  to  be  allowed 
to  get  into  recess,  and  thev  hoped  that  they 
would  then,  through  their  administration, 
behind  the  back  of  Parliament  and  the 
people,  be  able  to  seaire  things  they  could 
not  get  on  the  floor  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Batciielor.— That  was  for  a  whole 
fortnight. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— It  rested  with  them  to 
say  whether  it  should  be  for  a  fortnight, 
three  months,  or  six  months.  Thev  had 
onlv  to  sav  to  the  man  thev  had  displaced, 
and  on  whom  alone  they  had  to  rely  for  sup- 
port. "  Our  desire  is  to  carry  your  policv 
into  cfTect,  until  we  get  into  recess  ;  will  yoii 
prevail  upon  your  followers  to  help  us  to 
do  so?"  and  that  help  could  not  have  been 
refused.  Therefore,  when  the  honorable 
member  for  Boothby  sneaks  of  having  onlv 
a  fortnight,  T  repeat  that  it  was  their  own 
choice.  It  might  have  been  three  months  or 
six  months,  or  anv  time  during  which  thev 
were  prepared  to  give  effect  to  the  pro- 
gramme of  their  predecessors  in  office,  which 


was  then  on  the  business-paper.  However, 
all  they  wished  to  do  was  to  get  supply  as 
speedily  as  possible,  and  get  into  recess. 
They  hoped  then,  by  acts  of  administra- 
tion, and  by  cunningly  keeping  their 
Socialistic  objective  and  projects  in  the 
background,  to  pose  before  the  country  as 
not  by  any  means  the  dangerous 
people  they  were  stated  to  be.  They 
hoped  that  they  would  then  be 
able  to  go  upon  public  platforms  and 
say,  "  The  members  of  the  Oppositicm 
and  of  the  Deakin  party  have  denounced 
us  as  a  danger  to  the  community ;  but  see 
how  mild  and  gentle  and  harmless  we  are. 
We  are  as  harmless  as  sucking  doves." 
They  hoped,  bv  these  means,  to  establish 
confidence  in  themselves  in  the  minds  of 
many  people,  who,  I  think,  justly  view 
them  with  suspicion  as  being,  in  their  poli- 
tical capacity,  a  danger  to  the  community. 
They  could  pJay  the  role  of  political  "  con- 
fidence men."  By  thus  working  upon  the 
con  fi  dence  of  the  people  they  hoped » 
later  on,  to  be  able  to  secure  votes 
under  false  pretences — so  that  if  re- 
turned again  by  the  votes  of  the  un- 
suspecting electors  outside  their  own  ranks, 
they  might  bring  forward  a  programme  of  a 
much  more  drastic  Socialistic  character, 
the  one  kept  in  the  background,  and 
at  the  same  time,  be  able  to  say  that  they 
did  so  with  the  approval  of  the  electors, 
although  many  of  the  electors  would  prob- 
ahW  never  have  suspected  that  any  such 
legislation  would  be  proposed  by  those  for 
whom  they  voted.  One  of  the  reaswis  why 
it  was  necessary  to  eject  the  Labour  Party 
from  office  was  that  the  outstanding  act 
of  their  administration  was  a  violati<Hi  of 
a  distinct  pledge  given  to  this  House  in 
regard  to  the  trust  fund  for  defence  pur- 
poses. When  we  were  considering  the  Sur- 
plus Revenue  Bill,  and  the  proposal  to  put 
aside  ^^250,000  to  a  trust  fund  for  de- 
fence purposes,  the  question  was  asked,  not 
by  one,  but  by  several  honorable  members, 
whether  it  was  proposed  to  spend  anv  of 
that  money  before  the  defence  policy  of  the 
Government  had  been  approved  by  the 
House.  The  'Ministry  of  the  dav  assured 
the  House  that  not  a  pennv  of  that  money 
would  be  spent  without  the  authority  of 
Parliament,  or  until  Parliament  had  ap- 
pioved  of  a  defence  policy.  A  declaratioD 
to  that  effect  was  made  not  only  on  behalf 
of  the  Government,  but  also  bv  the  present 
leader  of  the  Opposition,  and  one  or  two 
honorable  members  who  were  associated 
with  him  in  the  L^^j|@5^g(^hat 
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Ministry  took  refuge  for  their  violation  of 
the  pledge  behind  the  very  flimsy  pretext 
that  it  was  not  they  who  had  given  the 
pledge  to  Parliament.  It  is  quite  true  that 
they  did  not  give  the  pledge;  but  they  were 
parties  to  it,  and  acquiesi^  in  it.  It  was 
not  merely  the  pledge  of  the  Govenunent 
of  the  day,  but  of  their  supporters,  and 
it  was  a  pledge  which,  I  think  the  Gover- 
nor-Genera] should  have  saf^;uarded  

Mr.  Batciielor. — That  is  a  reflection 
upon  the  Governor-General,  and  it  should 
be  withdrawn.  The  honorable  member  must 
not  make  such  reflections  here. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  could  quote  Im- 
perial authorities  in  supp(»t  of  my  view 
of  the  matter. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  ask  the  honorable 
member  to  withdraw  his  references  to  the 
Governor- General.  The  name  of  His  Ex- 
cellency the  Governor- General  should  not 
be  introduced  into  our  debates. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— In  withdrawing  my 
remark  I  diould  like  to  say  that  I  did  not 
intend  it  as  a  reflection  on  the  Governor- 
General.  I  was  about  to  quote  from 
Todd's  Parliamentary  Government  in 
the  British  Colonies,  but  I  recognise  that 
possibly  it  is  inadvisable  to  make  any  re- 
ference of  the  kind,  and  I  withdraw  the 
reference.  I  should  like  to  call  attenti<Mi 
to  some  quotations  from  Hansard  of 
statements  made  in  this  connexion  hv  hon- 
OTi^le  members  associated  with  the  late 
Ministry.  At  page  1141S  of  Han- 
sard, of  2nd  May,  1908,  I  find  that  the 
honorable  member  for  West  Sydney,  who 
subsequently  became  a  memSer  of  the 
Fisher  Government,  in  referring  to  the 
pledge  which  I  have  mentioned,  said — 

It  appears  to  mc  that  nothing  more  is  being 
asked  than  that  we  should  assent  to  this  vote 
with  the  knowledge  that  we  shall  have  another 
opportunity  of  considering  details,  and  of 
vetoing  the  whole  thing  if  wc  think  fit.  That 
is  all  that  Parliament  can  ask  for.  That 
by  assenting  to  this  vote  we  shall  be  committed 
to  anything  more  than  that  I  utterly  deny. 

It  was  the  Attorney -General  of  the  Fisher 
Administration  who  gave  utterance  to  these 
words  when  the  House  was  asking 
for  an  assurance  fnxn  the  then  Go- 
vernment that  none  of  this  money  would 
be  spent  until  Parliament  was  consulted. 
Yet  he  became  a  member  of  a  Ministry 
which,  in  spite  of  that  declaration,  appro- 
priated without  the  consent  of  Parliament 
a  portion  of  that  trust  fund.  He  said 
that  we  were  committed  to  nothing  more 
than  putting  the  money  aside  as  a  trust 
fund,  which  was  not  to  be  touched  without 


direct  authority  from  Parliament,  after  tiie 
defence  policy  had  been  debated  in  detail 
and  agreed  ta  He  therefore  cannot  shelter 
himself  behind  the  plea  that  he  was  no 
party  to  giving  that  pledge  to  the  House. 
In  the  circunr.stances  he  was  just  as  much 
a  party  to  it  as  was  the  Prime  Minister  or 
.my  member  of  the  then  Government. 

Mr.  Bahford. — If  our  party  did  wrong 
in  using  that  money,  what  about  the  action- 
of  the  present  Government  in  offering  to 
spend  /"a, 000, 000  on  a  Dreadnought?  . 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— So  far  as  I  know,  no 
proposal  has  been  made  to  use  that  fund  to- 
wards the  purchase  of  a  Dreadnought.  I 
am  speaking,  not  of  a  mere  proposal,  but 
of  an  act  of  actual  administration  behind 
the  back  of  Parliament  when  Parliament 
was  not  in  a  position  to  criticise  or  preTent 
what  was  done.  That  action  of  the  Fisher 
Government  was  a  violation  of  a  distinct 
pledge  given  to  Parliament,  to  which  the 
honorable  member  for  West  Sydney  had 
given,  not  onlv  a  tacit,  but  a  verbal,  con- 
sent, on  the  floor  of  the  House.  A  Htt'^^ 
later  on,  the  honorable  member  for  Hind-' 
marsh  reproved  the  honorable  member  for 
Wentworth  "in  these  words- 
Does  the  honorable  member  think  that  this 
money  will  be  spent  before  the  Defence  scheme 
is  submitted  to  Parliament? 

He  asked  that  in  holy  horror  of  the  bare 
suggestion  that  such  a  thing  would  be  done. 
Yet  the  honorable  member  became  a  member 
of  the  Ministry  which  was  guilty  of  a  viola- 
tion of  that  trust.  At  that  time,  whatever 
his  opinion  may  have  been  later,  he  be- 
lieved that  the  money  was  being  voted'  on 
the  distinct  understanding  that  it  was  not 
to  be  touched  until  Parliament  had  ap- 
proved of  a  defence  policy. 

Mr.  Watkins. — Parliament  voted  the 
monev  to  be  spent. 

Mr.  JOHNSON. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber should  know,  if  he  does  not,  that  it 
was  not  so  voted ;  but  was  to  be  held  in 
trust  only  till  authority  was  given  to 
spend  it.  The  honorable  madxx  few 
Hindmarsh  said  that  Parliament  ^  did 
not  want  the  money  to  be  spent  tmtil  it 
had  approved  of  a  defence  policy.  Not 
only  we  who  were  in  Opposition,  but  the 
members  of  the  Labour  Party,  and  every 
other  honorable  member,  believed  at  that 
time  that  not  a  penny  of  the  money  would 
be  spent  without  the  authority  of  Parlia- 
ment. Not  a  penny  of  it  would  have  been 
voted  had  any  other  idca^TMevaUad  amongst 
honorable  membei*,eci^dKBM*^l^ffinite  and 
distinct  prtwnise  not  been  gi\'en  that 
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■would  not  be  touched,  I  am  certain  that  no 
member  of  any  party  would  have  voted  for 
•  that  motion  but  for  that  distinct  pledge 
and  understanding.  I  should  be  glad  to 
•obtain  leave  to  continue  my  remarks  on 
Tuesday  next. 
Leave  granted ;  debate  adjourned. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Daily  Hansard— Retirement  of  Public 
Officers  —  Collector  of  Customs, 
New  South  Wales. 

Motion  (by  Mr.  Joseph  Cook)  pro- 
•posed — 

That  the  House  do  now  adjoura. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume)  [3.50].— 
I  take  this  opportunity,  sir,  of  directing 
your  attention  to  an  important  matter,  and 
•of  asking  you  a  question.  A  system  has  been 
■commenced  by  a  section  of  the  press  of  sup- 
pressing the  speeches  of  honorable  mem- 
bers. That  practice  appears  to  me  to  be  a 
(degradation  to  the  proprietors,  and  the  re- 
porters, or  those  in  authority  in  those  news- 
papers. There  obtains  in  South  Australia  a 
■system  of  a  daily  Hansard  issued  to  the  pub- 
lic through  the  press.  In  New  South  Wales, 
the  practice  that  is  now  being  perpetrated 
-here  was  begun  some  years  ago,  and  a  Com- 
mittee, or  Commission,  was  appointed,  of 
which  I  was  a  member,  to  inquire  into  the 
matter.  I  am  speaking  from  memory  of 
•things  which  happened  a  good  while  ago,  hut 
I  believe  that  Committee  recommended  the 
establishment  of  a  daily  Hansard  to  be  is- 
sued through  cme  of  the  newspapers  by  ten- 
der, so  that  it  should  go  every  day  to  as  many 
•of  the  electors  of  the  State  as  it  was  possible 
to  reach  in  that  way.  The  time  has  arrived 
when  something  similar  should  be  done 
with  regard  to  the  <iebates  of  this  Parlia- 
■ment  Can  you,  sir,  state  whether  you 
have  power  to  order  the  issue  of  Hansard 
daily  in  some  such  Way  as  was  proposed 
at  that  time  in  New  South  Wales,  and  as 
IS  done  now  in  South  Austa-aiia?  If  you 
have  the  power,  I  would  ask  you  to  exer- 
-cise  it.  If  you  have  not  the  power,  and  the 
matter  has  to  be  decided  by  Parlia- 
ment, I  should  like  you  to '  take  the 
question  into  consideration  and  tell 
■the  House  the  most  approved  course 
that  could  be  adopted  for  having  a 
morning  Hansard.  I  am  not  raising  this 
question  on  my  own  account,  because  it  does 
not  matter  very  much  to  me  whether  the 
newspapers  report  me  or  not,  but  it  does 
»matter  to  the  electors  of  the  Commonwealth. 


If  a  private  institution  like  the  press  is  go- 
ing to  treat  Parliament  in  the  way  it  is 
now  doing,  it  is  time  it  was  stopped,  and 
time  that  we  found  some  other  means  of 
letting  the  public  know  what  takes  place 
here.  I  should  like  you  to  infwm  me  of 
the  best  way  to  obtain  what  I  want.  I 
wish  to  direct  the  attention  of  the  House 
— I  do  not  blame  any  one  in  the  matter — 
to  the  attitude  that  the  Government  or  the 
responsible  c^cials  are  taking  up  with  re- 
gard to  Mr.  Baxter,  the  Collector  of  Cus- 
tcans  in  Sydney.  He  is  one  of  the  best 
officers  in  the  Department,  and  has  given 
the  greatest  satisfaction  to  the  commercial 
public.  In  fact,  the  public  generally  are 
glad  to  have  such  a  man  in  that  position. 
He  has  nearly  reached  the  age  limit,  but 
he  is  still  hale  and  hearty.  There  is  a  provi- 
sion in  the  law  by  which  such  a  man  can  be 
retained  in  the  service  after  reaching  the 
statutory  age  when  he  has  proved  himself 
an  excellent  oflScer  and  has  many  years  of 
active  life  before  him.  It  is  often  difficult 
to  get  a  man  who  is  well  up  to  his  work, 
who  has  never  caused  any  trouble,  and 
ivhom  the  public  are  so  satisfied  with  as 
they  are  with  Mr.  Baxter.  The  provision 
to  which  I  have  referred  might  well  be  put 
into  force  in  order  to  retain  him  in  his 
pres»it  position,  at  any  rate  while  he  re- 
tains his  health  and  strength. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — It  is  a  question  for 
the  Public  Service  Commissioner,  is  it  not  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  am  not  blam- 
ing any  one,  but  this  is  a  case  where  it 
would  be  wrong  to  put  the  strict  letter  of 
the  law  into  operation.  Mr.  Baxter  is  not 
quite  65. 

Mr.  Johnson. — And  he  is  in  full  pcKses- 
sion  of  all  his  faculties. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— There  is  no 
question  about  it,  and  the  people  of  New 
South  Wales  are  very  anxious  that  his 
services  should  be  retained.  In  the  in- 
terests of  the  public,  and  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  Mr.  Baxter  is  such  an  excellent 
<^cer,  I  think  that  the  Minister  might  re- 
quest the  Public  Service  Commissioner  to 
extend  his  term  of  service.  The  adoption  of 
such  a  course  would  be  very  satisfactory 
to  all  parties. 

Mr.  Johnson.— But  his  term  has  not  yet 
expired. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— At  any  rate  he 
has  received  thirteen  days'  notice  to  retire. 

Dr.  CARTY  SALMON  (Laanecoorie) 
r3-57]- — If  vou,  sir,  intend  to  take  into 
serious  consideration  the  j^^T^jjffps  of 
issuing  a  daily  Hansard,  P^Wn^ife  you 
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to  ccmsider  whether  it  is  not  advisable  to 
follow  the  practice  which  obtains  in  some 
of  the  States  Legislatures  of  the  United 
■States.  There,  when  an  honwable  roem- 
kter  desires  to  make  his  omstituents  aware 
of  his  views  upon  any  particular  measure, 
it  is  the  practice  for  him  to  put  them  in 
wiiting  with  or  without  assistance,  and  in- 
stead of  their  being  inflicted  upon  the 
House,  as  soon  as  he  rises  in  his  place 
another  honorable  member  draws  attention 
to  the  fact  that  his  speech  has  been  pre- 
pared, and  accordingly  moves  that  it  be 
taken  as  read,  printed,  and  drculated 
■anxMigst  his  constituents.  In  view  of  the 
«vtdent  desire  of  certain  honorable  members 
that  their  constituents  should  be  fully  in- 
formed of  their  attitude  upon  various  ques- 
tions, and  in  language  which  will  do  them 
o^dit,  I  beg  to  suggest  that  you  should  take 
into  consideration  the  desirableness  of 
effecting  a  saving  of  the  time  of  this  House 
and  the  country  by  adopting  the  practice  to 
which  I  have  referred. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Do  not  be  ridicu- 
lous. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Earlier  in  the  after- 
noon the  honorable  member  for  Hume  was 
:good  enough  to  inform  me  that  he  intended 
to  ask  this  question,  so  that  I  am  now  pre- 
pared with  a  reply  to  it.  In  the  first  place 
I  must  remind  the  House  that  this  matter 
was  referred  to  the  Printing  Committee 
<Juring  the  first  year  of  the  existence  of  the 
Commonwealth  Parliament.  That  Com- 
mittee, after  giving  it  some  consideration, 
saw  such  great  difficulties  in  the  way  of 
circulating  an  i^licial  Nansard  daily  over 
the  vast  extent  of  this  great  Common\)eaIth 
that  it  made  no  recMnmendation  in  the 
<iirection  desired.  The  issue  of  a  daily 
Hansard  is  not  a  matter  which  it  is  within 
my  power  to  order.  It  would  be  very  un- 
desirable if  a  Speaker  were  able  to  take 
action  which  might  invoh-e  the  Cc»nmon- 
wealth  in  a  very  heavy  expenditure,  upon 
his  own  initiative.  If  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Hume  desires  to  have  this  matter 
discussed  he  can  best  secure  his  purpose 
by  tabling  a  motion  in  respect  of  it,  and 
then  such  a  decision  will  be  reached  as  the 
House  mav  desire. 

Dr,  LTDDELL  (Hunter)  U-o].~l  hope 
that  I  shall  not  make  myself  ridiculous  in 
the  eyes  of  the  hcHinrable  member  for  Hume 
when  I  say  that  I  do  not  agree  with  him 
that  an  extension  of  their  term  of  service 
should  be  granted  to  our  highly-paid  pub- 
lic officers.  If  an  exception  be  made  in 
their  case,  I  fail  to  see  any  reason  why  it 


should  not  be  .made  in  the  cEtse  of  men 
who  are  not  so  highly  paid,  but  who  are 
just  as  hcHiorable,  and  who  discharge  their 
duties  just  as  faithfully.  The  hcnorable 
member  for  Hume  thinks  that  the  services 
of  Mr.  Baxter  should  be  retained  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Commonwealth.  But  I 
would  remind  him  that  there  have  been 
instances  in  which  public  oflBcers  have  be- 
cc«ne  so  accustomed  to  the  forms  and  re- 
gulations of  the  service  that  they  could  not 
satisfactorily  discharge  their  duties,  and  vet 
— simply  on  account  of  the  length  of  fhcir 
service — they  have  been  retained  even  after 
they  have  reached  the  retiring  age.  I  hope 
that  the  Goveniii»nt  will  be  slow  to  inter- 
fere with  the  regulation  relating  to  the  re- 
tirement of  public  officers. 

Mr.  CHANTER  (Riverina)  [4.3.]— I 
am  surprised  at  the  remarks  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  Hunter,  because  nobody 
could  gather  from  the  observations  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Hume  that  the  latter 
does  not  favour  the  retention  in  the  service 
after  the  retiring  age  has  been  reached,  of 
any  officer  who  is  capable  of  satisfactorily 
discharging  his  duties.  But  if  a  rule  is  to 
he  enforced  it  should  be  made  uniformly 
applicable.  The  rule  governing  the  matter 
of  the  retirement  of  officials  from  our  Pub- 
lic Service  has  already  been  departed  ivcm 
with  the  sanction  of  this  House. 

Dr.  LiDDELL- — It  was  departed  from  in 
one  instance  with  the  sanction  of  the  Labour 
Party. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  have  known  Mr. 
Baxter  for  a  great  many  years,  and  I  be- 
lieve that  the  whole  trading  community 
of  New  South  Wales  recognise  that  he  is 
an  officer  of  great  ability  and  strict  im- 
partiality. Although  he  has  reached  the 
retiring  age  it  would  be  absolutely  unfair 
to  dispense  with  his  services,  whilst  at  the 
same  time  retaining  officers  who  are  very 
much  older  than  he  is.  I  repeat  that  ex- 
ception has  already  been  made  to  the  gene- 
ral rule.  I  do  not  quarrel  with  that.  I 
believe  that  Mr.  Scott,  Secretary  to  the 
Postmaster-General's  Department,  is  an  ex- 
cellent officer. 

Sir  William  Lvne.— I  do  not. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— Every  Postmaster- 
General  with  whom  I  have  conversed 
has  warmly  commended  that  officer 
for  the  manner  in  which  he 
has  discharged  his  duties.  That 
has  taken  place  on  two  or  three  occa- 
sions. If  the  rule  is  to  be  departed  from, 
as  it  has  been,  I  think  that  consideration 
should  be  given  to  New  South  Wales  when 
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it  asks  th3t  one  of  its  officers  in  vhom  it 
iias  entire  confidence  shall  be  continued 
in  the  Publid  Service  for  some  time  longer 
while  he  retains  the  abilities  which  are  so 
generally  acknowledged. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang)  r4-S].— What 
the  honorable  member  for  Hunter  has  said 
is  quite  true,  because  there  is  a  number 
of  officers  who  are  in  a  similar  position. 
While  I  indorse  what  the  honcH-able  mem- 
ber for  Hume  has  said  in  regard  to  the 
Collector  of  Custe^s  at  Sydney,  I  wish 
to  point  out  that  there  is  a  number  of 
officers  who  are  obliged  to  retire  at  the  age 
of  65  years.  To  my  personal  knowledge, 
sMne  of  them  are  in  the  zenith  of  their 
physical  and  mental  powers.  They  were 
never  more  fitted  at  any  time  in  their  lives 
for  the  performance  of  their  duties,  and 
it  seems'  a  great  pity  that  their  services 
have  to  be  dispensed  with  at  a  time  when 
they  are  really  most  efficient.  If  I  re- 
member rightly,  there  is  in  the  Public 
Service  Act  a  provision  under  which,  in 
certain  circumstance,  the  services  of  such 
men  can  be  retained.  Perhaps  it  might 
be  necessary  to  amend  the  law  so  as  to 
give  a  little  more  elasticity  to  that  pro- 
vision. 

Mr.  EDWARDS  (Oxley)  [4.7].— I  quite 
agree  with  the  statement  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Hume  that  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  that  some  officers,  after  reaching 
the  retiring  age  of  65  years,  should  be  coti- 
tinued  in  the  Public  Service.  As  it  has 
been  mentioned  that  Mr.  Scott  has  been 
retained  after  having  reached  the  retiring 
age,  I  think  I  am  justified  in  stating  that 
it  was  not  done  at  his  request.  I  am  sure 
that  be  was  asked  to  continue  in  the  Public 
Service  not  merely  by  one  Government, 
but  by  several  Governments.  I  thought.it 
was  only  right,  as  his  name  had  been  men- 
tioned, to  put  the  House  right  in  that 
regard. 

Mr.  PAGE  (Maranoa)  [4.8].— I,  with 
several  other  honorable  members,  hope  that 
the  Government  will  not  consider  the  pro- 
position of  the  honorable  member  for 
Hume.  It  simply  means  a  concession  to 
any  crfficer  who  has  a  friend  at  court  or  on  an 
honorable  member  who  will  get  up  and  ask 
for  his  services  to  be  continued.  In  Queens- 
land there  were  several  officers  in  the  lower 
ranks  who  had  attained  the  age  of  65  vears. 
They  had  no  one  to  speak  on  their  behalf, 
or  to  barrack  for  the  continuation  of  their 
ser\'ices  for  a  year,  although  they  had  a 
wife  and  family  to  maintain  on  a  very  low 
wage.    They  had  to  go  out  into  the  cold 


world.  There  was  no  compassion  shown 
to  them.  If  we  are  to  have  one  rule  for 
a  first  class  officer  and  another  rule  fc»-  a 
third  class  officer,  the  Hou.se  should  be 
made  acquainted  with  the  fact.  It  was 
decided  by  the  House  that  the  retiring  age 
of  a  public  officer  should  be  65  years,  and 
I,  for  one,  hope  that  the  provisi(»i  will 
be  carried  out  in  its  entirety.  Every  repre- 
sentative of  Queensland  knows  bow  the 
Public  Service  was  packed  with  men.mudi 
older  than  65  years,  and  it  was  only  owing 
to  Federation  that  it  was  purged  of  those 
individuals.  We  have  a  much  more  efficient 
service  now  than  ever  we  had,  particularly 
in  the  Custcwns  Department.  I  hope  that 
the  Government  will  not  give  this  Nerw 
South  Wales  (^cer  consideration  beyond 
that  extended  to  any  other  oflScer. 

Dr.  LiDDELL. — Apparently  the  haiar- 
able  member  for  Riverina  thought  that  I 
mentioned  the  name  of  an  officer. 

Mr.  Ch^vntek.- — Oh,  no. 

Dr.  LiDDBLL. — A  representative  from 
Queensland  said  that  a  certain  <^ficer's 
name  had  been  mentioned.  The  name  was 
not  mentioned  by  rae,  and  I  gathered  the 
impression  that  the  honorable  member  for 
Riverina  thought  that  I  had  mentioned  the 
name  of  Mr.  Scott.  I  did  imt  mention  the 
name  of  any  officer  particularly. 

Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

House  adjourned  at  4.10  p.m. 


I^ousc  of  Ecpresentafibcs. 

Tuesday,  2g  June,  igog. 


Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  3  p.m., 
and  read  prayers. 

LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

Moti<xi  (by  Mr.  Deakin)  agreed  to — 
That  leave  of  absence  for  two  months  be 
given  to  the  honorable  member  for  Eden-Blo- 
oaro  (Mr.  Chapman),  and  the  faonoiable  member 
for  Kooyong  (Mr.  Knox),  on  account  of  ill- 
health;  to  the  honorable  member  for  Brisbane 
(Colonel  Foxton],  absent  from  the  Comnuio- 
wealth  on  public  service ;  and  to  the  honorsble 
member  for  South  Sydney  (Mr.  WatiKm)»  abfcnt 
from  the  Commonwealth  on  urgent  private  bus- 
ness. 

PAPER. 

Mr.  DEAKIN  laid  upon  the  table  the 
following  paper : —        ^  1 

South  African  Uttipn^e^ (tiQffiMgram  ol 
felicitation  from  Prime  Minister.  ^ 
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CADET  EQUIPMENT. 

Mr.  PALMER.— The  following  para- 
graph appears  in  to-day's  Argus: — 

There  is  abundant  evidence  of  the  neglect  to 
which  the  cadets  have  been  subjected.  In  every 
company  there  are  bo^s  without  belts,  boyi  with- 
out bayonets,  boys  without  rtBes.  In  okost  com- 
panies there  are  some  boys  without  any  equip- 
ment at  all,  while  13  full  companies  marched 
past  the  salutiog-base  without  Government  equip- 
ment. All  they  had  was  their  uniforms,  and 
these  they  provided  themselves. 

I  wish  to  know  from  the  Prime  Minister, 
in  the  absence  of  the  Minister  of  Defence, 
whether,  as  a  result  of  the  recent  Confer- 
ence, inunediate  action  is  likely  to  be  taken 
to  place  all  the  boys  servint;  as  cadets  on 
the  same  footing  in  regard  to  equipment? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.—Pending  the  determi- 
nation of  the  motion  of  want  of  confi- 
dence, Ministers  are  not  answering  ques- 
tions, but  the  circumstances  to  which  the 
honorable  member  has  called  attention 
will  receive  my  colleague's  consideration. 

SUPPLY  BILL  (No.  1). 

Suspension  of  Standing  Orders — Stjp- 
PLY  Bills. — Budget. — Financial  Re- 
lations OF  Commonwealth  and 
States. — Financial  Proposals  of  the 
Government.  —  Old-age  Pensions  : 
Administration. — Loan  Proposals. — 
Telephone  Rates. — Expenditure  in 
Post  and  Telegraph  Departuent. — 
Treasurer's  Advance  Account.  ■ — 
Works  and  BtnLDZNGS. 

Motion  (by  Mr.  Deakin)  proposed — ■ 
That    the   consideration   of   all   other  public 
,  business  be  postpoaed  until  after  the  considera- 
tion of  Government  business,  Notice  of  Motion, 
number  x. 

Mr.  FISHER  (Wide  Bay)  [3.5].—  1 
presume  that  the  intention  of  ttie  proposed 
postponement  is  to  enable  a  motion  for  the 
introduction  of  the  Supply  Bill  to  be 
moved.  A  great  deal  of  special  pleading 
has  appeared  in  the  press  in  regard  to  this 
matter,  the  attempt  being  made  to  cause 
the  impression  that  injustice  will  be  done  if 
the  Supply  Bill  is  not  passed  immediately. 
On  a  previous  occasion,  the  Minister  of 
Defence  protested  against  procedure  of  this 
kind  as  most  unconstitutional,  though  he 
afterwards  agreed  to  what  was  done,  on 
the  ground  of  urgency.  I  suggest,  how- 
ever, that  at  the  present  time  there  is  no 
justification  for  asking  for  two  months' 
Supply,  including  a  vote  of  ^100,000,  or 
50  per  cent,  of  the  whole  vote  for  the  year, 
for  the  Treastirer's  advance  account.  If 


the  Government  recognised  its  position,  and 
gave  to  honorable  members  the  considera- 
tion which  is  their  due,  it  would  ask  merely 
for  one  month's  Supply,  and  to  such  a  re- 
quest consideration  would  be  givai.  The 
other  proposal  is  quite  unreascxiable.  Of 
tx)urse,  there  are  circumstances  under  which 
Supply  must  be  granted  at  once,  but  at  the 
present  time  it  is  being  attempted  to  intro- 
duce a  Supply  Bill  earlier  than  it  is  needed 
to  meet  the  public  necessity,  if  not  the  crai- 
A'enience  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  FRAZER  (Kalgoorlie)  [3.8].— The 
Prime  Minister  moved  his  motion  in  so  low 
a  tone  that  many  of  us  who  were  listening 
attentively  thought  it  to  be  one  for  the  sus- 
I>ension  of  the  Standing  Orders  to  enable 
a  Supply  Bill  to  be  taken  through  all  its 
stages  at  once-  I  understand  now  that  it  is 
for  the  postponement  of  business  on  the 
notice-paper,  to  enable  such  a  motion  to  be 
moved.  This  procedure  is  most  unusual, 
when  a  motion  of  want  of  confidence  is 
under  discussion.  There  seems  to  be  no 
urgency  for  the  granting  of  supply  at  the 
present  time. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown. — ^We  must  pay  our 
creditors. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— Were  the  honorable 
member  acquainted  with  financial  adminis- 
tration, he  would  know  that,  until  the  end 
of  the  present  month,  the  needs  of  the  Go- 
vernment can  be  met  by  the  Appropriation 
Acts  of  last  session.  We  have  it  on  the 
authority  of  the  ex-Treasurer  that  no  Ctxn- 
monwealth  liabilities  for  whidi  provisicm 
has  not  already  been  made  will  fall  dtie 
until  at  least  the  6th  of  next  month,  by 
which  time  it  may  be  expected  that  the 
motion  challenging  the  right  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  continue  in  office  will  have  been  dis- 
posed of. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  Supply  Bill 
will  have  to  pass  through  the  other  House 
as  well  as  this. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— Why  does  not  the  Trea- 
surer give  the  reason  for  asking  for  Supply 
now? 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown. — The  honorable 
member  will  not  let  him. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— Had  I  not  risen,  "l  be- 
lieve that  consent  would  by  now  have  been 
given  to  the  course  proposed  by  the  Govern- 
ment. Those  who  are  responsible  for  ad- 
ministering the  Departments  owe  it  to  the 
House  to  state  the  reasons  for  their  extra- 
ordinary attitude  in  seeking  Supply  when 
their  verv  existence  is  questioned  if  Ji  direct 
vote.    Unless  a[^tiSfktVry4ySHation  of 
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the  urgency  in  connexion  with  this  case  is 
fcMthcoming,  it  wilj  be  the  duty  of  honor- 
able members  to  refuse  to  the  Government, 
in  the  almost  silent  request  that  has  been 
presented  by  them,  the  consideration  that 
they  desire.  There  are  in  the  Supply  Bill 
which  it  is  prop(»ed  to  introduce  features 
which  demand  an  explanation  from  the  Go- 
vernment, particularly  with  regard  to  the 
large  amount  asked  for  towards  the  Trea- 
surer's Advance. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Hear,  hear ;  too 
much  of  that. 

Mr.  FRAZER. — Honorable  members  op- 
posite may  smile  at  the  remark  of  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Hume,  but  who  can 
speak  with  greater  authority  on  the  subject  ? 
Who  can  better  warn  the  House  of  the  dan- 
gers of  giving  the  Treasurer  this  uncon- 
ditional amount? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Especially  the  pre- 
sent Treasurer. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— The  present  Treasurer 
on  one  occasion  put  the  historic  question. 
"  What  is  a  million?*'  He  may,  if  he  is 
lucky  enough  to  get  this  Treasurer's  Ad- 
vance in  the  exceptional  manner  suggested, 
ask,  "  What  is  a  hundred  thousand 
pounds  ?"  It  is  due  to  the  House  that  the 
Treasurer  should  make  an  explanation  be- 
fore the  Government  persist  with  their  re- 
quest. The  Prime  >linister  gives  me  an  as- 
surance that  the  Treasurer  will  explain,  and, 
as  that  is  so,  I  am  prepared  to  listen  to  the 
right  honorable  member's  justification  and 
express  an  opinion  on  it  afterwards. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST  (Swan— Trea- 
surer) [3. 13]. — An  explanation  is,  of  course, 
necessary,  and  would  have  been  given  had 
I  thought  that  the  proper  opportunity  to 
give  it  would  arise  before  we  moved  for  the 
suspension  of  the  Standing  Orders.  How- 
ever, I  am  quite  as  willing  to  give  all  the 
information  of  which  I  am  possessed  at  this 
stage  as  at  any  other  time. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  only  matter  with 
which  the  Treasurer  or  any  other  honor- 
able member  can  deal  at  this  stage  is  the 
question  of  the  urgency  or  otherwise  of  the 
proposed  Supply.  It  will  not  he  in  order 
now  to  go  into  the  details  of  the  Bill. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— It  seems,  then, 
that  I  was  not  so  far  wrong.  It  is  not 
easy  to  give  the  rea-sons  for  urgency 
without  going  into  the  mode  of  expenditure 
of  the  m<^ey.  The  principal  reason  is 
well  known.  When  we  reach  the  end  of 
the  financial  year  fresh  Supply  is  necessary. 
The  Treasurer  is  not  legally  possessed  of 


any  money  after  to-morrow,  and  I  should- 
have  thought  it  would  be  patent  to  honor- 
able members,  coming  as  they  do  from  alb 
parts  of  Australia,  that  in  the  various 
States  works  are  proceeding  that  will  re- 
quire to  be  paid  for.  One  very  important 
consideration  is  that  no  money  is  provided' 
for  any  of  the  new  works  and  services  that 
are  going  on  all  over  Australia.  It -has  been 
the  custom  in  the  past  to  pay  out  of  the 
Treasurer's  Advance  all  accounts  that  come 
in  for  payment  before  the  Budget  is  intro- 
duced and  before  the  House  has  passed  an 
Act  of  Appropriation  for  New  Works  and 
Buildings.  That  is  <Hie  oi  the  reasons  why 
we  want  Supply. 

Mr.  Hughes. — Why  do  the  Government 
want  it  to-day  ? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— Because  the 
question  has  to  be  dealt  with,  not  only  by 
this  House,  but  by  the  Senate,  to  which  due 
courtesy  must  be  shown.  If  the  Govern- 
ment had  delayed  the  introduction  of  the- 
Bill  until  the  last  moment  they  would  have 
been  blamed.  We  have  brought  it  in  early 
so  that  honorable  members  can  deal  with  it 
without  being  unduly  hurried.  ,  We  have 
no  desire  to  rush  things  through.  The 
reasons  for  the  introducti<Hi  of  the  measure 
are  that  it  is  customafy  to  get  Supply  be- 
fore the  end  of  the  year,  or  certainly  im- 
mediately after  it,  and  that  in  the  cases 
where  that  has  not  been  done  it  has  beav 
because  of  some  extraordinary  reason  e"*^^- 
ing  why  it  should  not  be  done,  or  becat./ 
Parliament  has  not  been  in  session.  The 
Government  would  be  greatly  to  blame  if 
they  went  on  authorizing  expenditure  alt 
over  the  continent  without  Parliament  ha**- 
ing  voted  the  money  to  meet  it. 

flir.  Hutchison. — The  present  Govern- 
ment authorized  the  expenditure  of 
;^2, 000,000  without  asking  the  House  to 
vote  it. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  am  not 
talking  about  that  matter.  The  honorable 
member  cannot  keep  his  tongue  to  himself 
for  a  minute.  Apparently  he  must  have 
his  say,  whether  he  is  right  or  wrong.  There 
is  nothing  unusual  in  the  Bill.  It  has  been 
customary  ever  since  we  have  been  a  Par- 
liament, when  we  have  been  in  session  at 
the  lx.'ginning  of  the  finmcial  year,  to  in- 
troduce a  similar  measure. 

Mr.  HUGHES  (West  Sydney)  [3.17]— 
The  Government  have  taken  a  most  unusual 
step  in  interrupting  the  debate  on  a  moti<m: 
of  want  of  confidence.  They  give  as  the 
reason  for  their  action  the(fact.that|Uiey  are 
actuated  by  an  <n%i4na^tenfij;  at^re  to  g!> 
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on  with  the  business  of  the  country.  My 
opinion  is  unchanpied,  and  I  am  ccHifident 
that  the  Government  have  an  overwhelming 
desire  to  do  nothing  but  to  remain  where 
they  are.  This  Bill  which  the  Treasurer 
says  is  not  unusual  is,  on  the  face  of  it, 
most  unusual.  Whv  do  the  Government 
want  Supply  for  two  months  in  the  first 
place  ? 

Sir  John  Forrest. — That  is  not  the 
question  before  the  House. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— I  can  quite  understand 
the  peculiar  position  in  whicn  the  right 
honorable  member  is  placed  in  being  asked 
to  inform  the  House  why  Supply  is  wanted. 
If-  there  is  any  perscm  in  this  country  who 
is  less  capable  of  affording  the  House  that 
information,  I  should  like  to  see  or  know 
of  him.  Personally,  I  do  not  believe 
there  is  such  a  person. 

Sir  John  Forrest.  —  The  honorable 
member's  stock-in-trade  is  personality. 

Mr.  HUGHES. — I  am  not  indulging  in 
personalities.  Of  course,  the  truth  is  some- 
times not  at  all  agreeable,  but  I  have  never 
heard  it  stated  by  any  moralist  or  dabbler 
in  ethics  that  the  trutli  was  to  be  dammed 
back  because  it  happened  to  bump  up 
against  somebody's  perscmality.  The  hon- 
orable member's  gamut  in  politics,  so  tar  as 
we  have  seen  him  nm  it  in  this  House,  has 
gone  so  far  that  when  the  Watson  Ministry 
approached  the  House  some  four  years  ago 
he  ^  oposed  to  cut  its  existence  short  the 
s.  afternoon. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Will  the  honorable 
member  kindly  discuss  the  questicai  before 
the  Chair? 

.lyfr,  HUGHES.— The  right  honorable 
ic.  ofaer's  interruption  naturally  threw  me 
off  my  scxnewhat  (felicate  pmse.  We  are 
now  discussing  whether  the  Government 
have  a  right  to  live  or  not.  We  say  they 
have  not  the  confidence  of  the  House  or  the 
country.  Yet  the  right  honorable  member 
for  Swan,  apparently  repeating  what  he 
has  been  told  by  the  Prime  Minister,  as- 
serts in  the  calmest  way  that  Supply  must 
be  granted,  or  the  country  will  go  to  the 
dogs.  The  country  would  be  ail  right  if 
htmorable  members  on  the  Mini^ial  side 
would  cmly  do  what  is  decent  and  proper.  I 
shall  not  agree  at  this  stage  to  allow  the 
business  of  the  House  to  be  interrupted.  I 
am  aware  that  Supply  must  be  granted  at 
a  later  stage,  and,  when  the  House  has 
voted  on  the  question  of  whether  the  Min- 
istry has  or  has  not  its  confidence,  I  shall 
be  quite  prepared  not  to  offer  any  fac- 
tious opnositi<Hi  to  the  grant  of  Supplv,  but 
[17] 


to  discuss  the  motion  with  the  amount  of 
criticism  that  the  circumstances  warrant. 
With  the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  I  anj 
of  opinion  that  there  is  no  necessity  for 
Supply  for  more  than  one  month,  though 
personally  I  should  not  feel  inclined  to  gi^e 
the  Government  even  that.  The  proper 
course  is  to  proceed  with  the  motion  of 
want  of  confidence ;  and  then,  if  the  Go- 
vernment show  that  they  have  the  confidence 
of  the  House,  they  can  proceed  with  other 
measures. 

Mr.  FOWLER  (Perth)  [3.20].— I  trust 
that  the  House  will  proceed  to  this  business, 
and  get  through  it  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment.  We  are  perfectly  aware  that 
there  are  public  works  which  stand  in  dan- 
ger of  being  hung  up  indefinitely  if  the 
necessary  money  is  not  voted ;  and  I  know 
of  one  case  myself  in  which  *  number  of 
waking  men  will,  in  all  probability,  be 
thrown  out  of  employment  if  we  do  not  pro- 
ceed with  the  measure  laid  before  us  by 
the  Goverrunent.  I,  for  one,,  would  point 
out  that  even  before  the  importance  of  the 
debate  carried  on  hopelessly,  and  without 
definite  object,  as  shown  by  the  numbers 
already  indicated  in  the  House,  the  mea- 
sure submitted  is  one  which  ought  to  be 
carried  through ;  then  honorable  memberR, 
who  desire  to  speak  on  the  motion  of  want 
of  confidence— though  it  appears  to  be  to 
me  more  or  less  purposeless — may  do  so 
afterwards. 

Sir  V/n.LI.\M  LYNE  (Hume) 
I  am  a  little  amused  at  the  proposals  su!)- 
mitted  by  the  Government;  and  I  canno: 
help  calling  to  mind  the  attitude  assumed 
on  a  former  occasion,  and  more  particu- 
larly by  the  present  Minister  of  Defence, 
when,  in  a  case  of  much  greater  necessity, 
I,  as  Treasurer,  asked  for  Supply. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — When  was  that? 

-Sir  WILLIAM  LYXE.— Last  ye«r,  or 
the  year  before,  though  I  cannot  give  the 
exact  date.  I  realize  that  payments  un- 
dertaken by  the  Government  must  be  made, 
though  i  also  realize  that  at  the  present  mo- 
ment we  cannot  discuss  the  amount  asked 
for,  or  the  time  over  whidi  Supply  is  to 
extend.  My  own  opinion  is  that  it  would 
have  been  well  to  clear  the  motion  of  want 
of  confidence  out  of  the  way  before  asking 
for  Supply.  We  have  not  had  a  single  hint 
as  to  how  this  money  is  to  be  provided  ;  and. 
knowing  as  much  as  I  do  of  the  difficulties 
of  the  I'reasurer,  we  ought  to  be  given 
some  idea  as  to  how  the  GovftfrtJefit  pro- 
pose to  provide  for  the  ;^883,ooi? 
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Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  have  already  ruled 
that  the  only  matter  open  to  d^te  is  the 
question  of  urgency  of  Supply ;  the  amount 
of  Supply,  or  the  time  over  which  it  ex- 
tends, must  be  discussed  at  a  later  stage. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Once  the  mo- 
tion before  the  House  is  carried,  a  Supply 
Bill  must  be  introduced ;  and  I  have  no 
doubt,  in  view  of  the  peculiar  constitution 
of  this  confused  House,  the  proposal  of 
the  Ministry  will  be  carried.  At  the  same 
time,  I  may  be  permitted  to  say,  generally, 
that  the  course  prc^)osed  by  the  Govern- 
ment is  an  extreme  one,  unless  money  is 
urgently  required.  The  only  ground  foe 
such  acticxi  is  urgency ;  and  the  question 
we  have  to  decide  is  whether  the  money  is 
really  required  before  the  first  or  second 
week  in  next  mc»ith.  As  to  trusting  the 
Government I  would  not  trust  them  with 
the  care  of  a  rabbit ;  at  the  same  time,  I  do 
not  wish  to  stand  here  to  object  seriously 
to  the  proposal  of  the  Government,  though, 
when  I  was  Treasurer,  the  present  Minis- 
ter of  Defence  carped  at  what  I  did,  and 
called  me  all  sorts  of  nasty  names.  The 
Governmait  say  that  they  must  have  money ; 
and  the  question  of  how  much  they  are  to 
have  or  how  long  a  period  Supply  should 
extend  over,  will  come  up  for  discussion 
after  we  have  decided  the  matter  of  the 
suspension  of  the  Standing  Orders.  I  sug- 
gest that  it  is  not  wise  to  take  a  vote  on 
the  motion  before  us;  I  hiive  known  the 
pinch  lis  Treasurer.  The  only  question, 
as  I  have  already  indicated,  is  whether  this 
is  the  right  time  for  the  moticHi — whether 
we  should  not  wait  until  next  week.  I  wish 
to  place  On  record  that  it  is  most  unusu-il, 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  Supply  is  not  re- 
quired for  ten  days  or  a  fortnight,  to  moie 
for  the  susijension  of  the  Standing  Orders. 
Honorable  members  mav  say  that  the 
motion  of  want  of  confidence  represents  a 
hopeless  fight ;  but  I  cannot  agree  with  the 
honorable  member  for  Perth  in  turning  on 
his  own  party  as  he  did  just  now. 

Mr.  Roberts.— The  first  bid  for  the 
Conservative  vote ! 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Probably.  The 
Opposition  have  their  duties,  just  as  have 
the  Government,  especially  in  connexion 
with  motions  for  the  suspension  of  the 
Standing  Orders.  Thev  are  entitled  to  take 
anv  roiirst"  thev  please,  and.  having  re- 
gard tc  the  peculiar  circumstancx^s  with 
wliich  we  are  confronted,  there  is  a  special 
reason  whv  they  should  be  very  careful  to 
•;fe  that  there  is  no  topsy-tiirvv  business 
so  far  as  money  matters  are  concerned.  I 


would  suggest,  however,  that  the  motion  be 
alloAved  to  pass,  so  that  the  Supply  Bill 
may  be  introduced.  We  shall  then  have 
an  opportunity,  in  discussing  the  items,  to 
deal  with  many  matters  that  cannot  be  re- 
ferred to  during  the  debate  on  this  motion. 

Mr.  McDonald  (Kennedy)  [3.31]-— 
I  wish  to  offer  to  the  hcMiorable  member 
for  Perth — who  is  not  in  his  place,  and, 
I  suppose,  will  be  away,  as  usual,  for  the 
rest  of  the  day — my  congratulations  on  his 
first  bid  for  the  Conservative  vote.  Doubt- 
less, in  the  Argus  and  Age  to-morrow  he 
will  get  the  nice  little  pat  on  the  back  for 
which,  no  doubt,  he  was  looking  when  he 
sp(Ae.  I  object,  however,  to  any  honor- 
able member  dictating  to  me  what  course 
I  should  take.  I  object  to  dictation  even 
on  the  part  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Perth,  although  at  one  time  he  may  have 
belonged  to  the  party  of  which  I  am  a 
member. 

Mr.  Roberts.— And  would  still  have 
belonged  to  it  had  he  been  selected  as  a 
member  of  the  Labour  Ministry. 

Mr.  Mcdonald.— Probably  he  would. 
We  are  asked  to  take  an  unusual  course, 
and  I  hoDe  that  the  House  will  not  agree 
too  readily  to  set  up  a  bad  precedent.  T 
have  &Iwav5  objected,  both  in  State  and 
in  Federal  politics,  to  motions  for  the 
suspension  of  the  Standing  Orders,  so  that 
a  Supply  Bill  mav  be  hurriedly  passed. 
Such  a  procedure  does  not  conduce  to  the 
proper  conduct  of  business.  The  Treasurer 
has  shown  that  the  onlv  reason  he  has  for 
asking  us  to  agree  to  this  motion  is  that 
he  wishes  the  Bill  to  reach  the  Senate  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Fisher. — ^The  Senate  desires  to  ad- 
journ for  a  week.  • 

Mr.  McDonald.— The  buaness  of 
this  House  should  not  be  conducted  with  a 
regard  solely  to  the  interests  and  desiies  of 
another  place. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  did  not  know  that 
members  of  another  place  desired  an  ad- 
journment. 

Mr.  McDonald.— I  do  not  think  that 
the  right  hcMiorable  member  did. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  thought  that  they 
might  wish  to  have  some  time  to  discuss  the 
Bill. 

Mr.  Mcdonald. — And  we  may  desire 
to  take  some  time  in  discussing  it. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — That  is  an  addi- 
tional reason  why  we  should  proceed  with 
the  Bill  now. 

Mr.  McDonald.— Surely  the  Trea- 
surer does  not  think  that  we  should  do  oer- 
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tain  things  merely  because,  in  his  c^inkm, 
the  Bill  should  be  sent  to  another  place  a 
day  earlier  than  would  otherwise  be  the 
case.  The'  hcHKxable  gentleman  has  taken 
up  an  extraordinary  attitude,  and  I  hiype 
that  in  future  our  debates  will  not  be  cur- 
tailed at  the  dictation  of  another  place. 

Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Motion  (by  Sir  John  Forrest)  pro- 
posed— 

That  the  Standing  Orders  be  suspended  in 
•rder  to  enable  the  Committeea  of  Supply  and 
Ways  and  Means  to  be  appointed  before  the 
Addtcss-in-Reply  to  His  Excellency  the  Go- 
vemor-Generaf's  Opening  Speech  has  been 
agreed  to  by  the  House,  and  to  enable  all  other 
steps  to  be  taken  to  obtain  Supply,  and  to  pass 
a  Supply  BiU  through  all  its  stages  without 
delay. 

Mr.  FISHER  (Wide  Bay)  [3.35]— This 
motion  is  obviously  necessary  if  the  Bill 
is  to  be  dealt  with  expeditiously.  I  should 
like  to  say  in  reply  to  the  honorable  member 
for  Perth  that  it  is  absolutely  incorrect 
to  say  that  if  the  course  proposed  by  the 
Government  is  not  adopted,  working  men 
will  be  kept  out  of  their  mofiey.  Wages 
are  paid  fortnightly,  and  the  first  payment 
under  this  measure  will  not  be  due  until  the 
middle  of  next  m(xitb. 

Sir  John  Forrest.— Does  the  honorable 
member  say  that  is  so  in  regard  to  day 
labour;  some  demands,  I  am  told,  will  be 
due  within  a  week? 

Mr.  FISHER.— No.  There  are  no 
wages  demands  under  a  fortnight. 

Mr.  Deakin. — ^Yes. 

Mr.  FISHER.— There  may  be  casual 
day-to-day    payments    falling    due,  but 
amounting  to  not  more  than  i»tty  cash  ex- 
penditure.   The  statement  that  day  wages 
men  will  be  thrown  out  of  work  because 
of  our  failure  to  pass  a  motion  of  this 
kind  is  altogether  too  mean  and  paltrv 
to  be   discussed   in  a   national  Parlia- 
ment.   The  last  occasion  on  which  we 
were    asked    to    pass    a    Bill    of  this 
kind  was  on  the  3rd  or  4th  July  last, 
and  the  present  Minister  of  Home  Aifairs 
then  made  a  speech,  extending   over  five 
pages  of  Hansard,  in  which  he  pointed 
out  that  the  proposed  procedure  was  alto- 
gether wrong.     Why  attempt  to  bolster  up 
a  wholly  untenable  position  by  the  paltry 
statement  that  unless  we  agree  to  the  Gov- 
ernment proposal  workmen  will  be  deprived 
of  their  wages.    Undoubtedly  the  public 
responsibilities  ought  to  be  met,  but  there 
18  no  justification  for  the  request  for  two 
mpntha'  Supply.   This  is  the  only  occasion 
when  under  like  circumstances  two  months' 
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Supply  has  been  asked  for.  In  all  other 
cases  there  has  been  a  demand  for  only  one 
month's  Supply.  The  Prime  Minister  pro- 
poses now  to  double  the  Supply  asked  fctr, 
just  as  he  has  doubled  the  number  of  Hon- 
orary Ministers. 

Mr.  Deakin.- I  am  told  that  as  much 
as  three  months'  Supply  has  been  obtained. 

Mr.  FISHER.— That  was  to  enable 
Parliament  to  remain  out  of  session  for  a 
certain  period,  in  order  to  pay  an  inter- 
national courtesy  to  the  visiting  American 
Fleet.  Surely  it  is  not  pretended  that  the 
arcumstances  to-day  are  the  same. 

Mr.  Deakin. — No;  we  are  not  asking 
for  three  mraiths'  Supply. 

Mr.  FISHER.— On  the  3rd  July  last, 
we  agreed  to  one  nxmth's  Supply. 

Sir  John  Forrest.— Parliament  met  the 
day  before. 

Mr.  FISHER.— And  we  were  then 
asked  to  grant  only  one  month's  Supplv. 
Another  occa«on  was  the  28th  June,  1906. 
These  are  the  only  occasions  upon  which 
Supply  has  been  asked  for  before  the 
adoption  of  the  Address-in-Replv,  and 
then  the  grant  of  it  has  been  limited  to 
one  month.  The  Government  are  certainly 
not  justified  in  now  asking  for  Supply  few- 
two  months.  Provision  for  one  month's 
Supply  would  be  sufficient. 

Question  resolvcfl  in  the  affirmative. 
^  Motions  (by  Sir  John  Forrest)  agreed 

That  the  House  will  this  day  resolve  itself 

into   a  Committee  to   consider   the    Supply  to 

be  granted  to  His  Majesty. 

That  the  House  will  this  day  resolve  itself 

into  a  Committee  to  consider  the  Ways  and 
Means  for  raising  the  Supply  to  be  gtanted  td 
His  Majesty. 

Motion   (by  Sir  John  Forrest)  pro- 
posed— 

That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the  Chair, 
and  the  House  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee 

of  Supply. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LVNE  (Hume)  [3.41].— 
If  this  motion  be  agreed  to  I  desire  to  know 
whether  it  will  be  possible  under  our  Stand- 
ing Orders  for  honorable  members  to  in- 
dulge in  a  general  debate  upon  the  items 
covered  by  the  Supply?  I  think  that  at 
this  stage  it  is  possible  to  engage  in  such  a 
debate,  but,  if  not,  I  should  like  to  be  in- 
formed of  the  real  position. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  motion  now  Ix?- 
fore  the  Chair  is,  "That  Mr.  S|)enker  do 
now  leave  the  Chair  and  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  a  Conamittee  of  jSuppW '',  for  the 
purpose  of  dealinBgiKkteytW^MglSatter. 
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In  Committee  will  be  competent  for  hon- 
orable members  to  discuss,  not  merely  the 
length  of  time  for  which  Supply  should  be 
-^ranted,  but  every  other  detail. 

Mr.  FISHER  (Wide  Bay)  [3-43]-— I  de- 
5;ire  to  ask  the  Treasurer  when  he  intends  to 
deliver  his  Budget? 

Sir  John  Forrest.— Towards  the  end  of 
August,  I  think. 

Mr.  FISHER.— I  was  under  the  impres- 
sion that  it  would  be  delivered  much  earlier. 
[  do  not  know  of  anv  difficulties  in  the  way 
of  tlie  Tre^.surer  making  his  Budget  state- 
ment before  the  end  of  July. 

Sir  John  Forrest.— We  have  only  juit 
received  the  Estimates.  I  have  not  seen 
them  yet.  .  , 

Mr.  FISHER.— The  Prime  Mmister 
■  -stated  again  and  again  in  the  country  that 
the  present  session  was  to  be  a  financial  one. 
That  being  so,  we  ought  not  to  allow  three 
months  to  elapse  before  we  know  the  finan- 
cial proposals  of  the  Government.  For 
honorable  members  to  be  called  upon  to  sac- 
rifice two  valuable  months,  after  the  Min- 
istry have  had  one  morith  in  which  to  con- 
sider the  financial  position,  is  altogether 
out  of  keeping  with  my  ideas  of  responsible 
government. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — We  have  not  yet 
considered  the  Estimates. 

Mr.  FISHER.— When  the  late  Govern- 
ment left  office,  the  preparation  of  the  Esti- 
mates was  as  complete  as  it  has  ever  been 
before  at  that  period  of  the  year. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Perhaps  that  may 
not  be  saving  much. 

Mr.  FISHER.— I  venture  to  say  that  no 
Treasurer  ever  left  the  Estimates  in  a  better 
position  than  I  did.  I  challenge  the  right 
honorable  member  to  sav  anything  deroga- 
tory to  the  way  in  which  the  Treasury  was 
administered  by  the  late  Government.  Any 

insinuations  of  that  kind  will  be  met  

Sir  John  Forrest.— I  do  not  want  to 
5ay  anything  nasty. 

'Mr.  FISHER. — Any  insinuations  of  the 
character  referred  to  are  unworthy  of  the 
Treasurer.  The  employment  of  such 
methods  mav  answer  very  well  under  other 
circumstances— it  may  answer  in  the  press 
or  on  the  public  platform;  but  it  will  not 
serve  any  useful  purpose  here.  The  right 
honorable  member  must  make  good  any  in- 
sinuations of  that  kind.  When  the  late 
Government  nuitted  office,  the  preparation 
of  the  Estimates  was  as  forward  as  any 
m  in  could  make  it  at  the  time.  The  state- 
ment that  it  will  be  the  end  of  August^te- 
fore  the  Budget  is  delivered  


Sir  John  Forrest. — Towards  the  end  of 
that  month. 

Mr.  FISHER.— The  statement  that  the 
Budget  will  not  be  delivered  until  towards 
the  end  of  August  is  a  declaration  that 
the  Government  are  not  readv  -with,  any 
financial  proposals  whatever.  It  is  an  in- 
timation to  this  House  and  the  country- 
that  they  have  no  policy  at  all,  because 
upon  more  than  one  occasion  the  Prime 
Minister  clearly  stated  that  he  con- 
sidered this  Parliament  should  have  been 
convened  earlier,  in  order  that  it  might  deal 
with  the  vast  financial  problems _  that  await 
our  attenti<Mi.  But  now  that  it  has  met 
somewhat  later  than  he  desired,  we  6nd 
that  the  delivery  of  the  Budget  is  to  be  de- 
ferred for  a  period  of  three  months. 

Sir  John  Forrest.— What  is  before  the 
House  now? 

Mr.  FISHER.— The  broadest  question 
that    Can    be    discussed.      Is    that  the 
Treasurer's  trouble?    The  trouble  is  that 
our  Standing  Orders  permit  us  to  discuss 
the  absolute  incapacity  of  the  Government 
to  frame   a  financial   policy   until  three 
months  have  elapsed  from  their  assumptkm 
cf  office.    The  members  of  the  Goverrunent 
are  not  new  to  Ministerial  office.  Of 
course,  I   recognise  that  we  shall  nave 
ample  opportunity  to  discuss  these  questicwis 
at  a  later  stage.    I  repeat  that  the  intima- 
tion of  the  Treasurer  that  he  will  not  be 
able  to  make  his  Budget  statement  until 
towards  the  end  of  August  amounts  to  a 
declaration  to  members  of  this  House,  and 
to  the  country,  that  the  Government  have  no 
financial  poUcv  whatever,  and  are  merely 
waiting  the  drift  of  events  to  enable  them 
to  overcome  the  troubles  which  face  them. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume)  [3-47]- — 
The  present  seems  rather  a  fitting  oppor- 
tunity for  me  to  make  one  or  two  observa- 
tions regarding  the  statement  of  the 
Treasurer  as  to  the  time  when  he  will  be 
in  a  position  to  deliver  his  Budget.  It  will 
be  recollected  that  the  right  honorable  gen- 
tleman left  the  office  of  Treasurer  in  the 
last  D&:ikin  Administration  rather  sud- 
denly, nnd  I  say  that  he  left  the  finarjces 
in  a  W'^rsii^'  .'it.ite  th.m  they  hare  been  since 
the  est.iblishnient  of  the  Commonwealth. 
Uoon  hi^  retir<^ent  T  was  praclira.lly  forced 
—owinc  i*^  the  kindlv  feelinffs  wliich  T  had 
entertiined  towards  the  Prime  Mmister. 
who  "  -  1^1  It  the  riroe— tri  tnV<-  cnntT«I  r 
the  Trn^Lirv.    IdjdJft  and  I  think  li 

T  mid-  mv  B»^-'''^^fcr« .^H^i'F,^ 

ni'Tht  or  iht'  DigitizeJ^^ftiiUyiC 
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Sir  John  Forrest. — The  Estimates  were 

jiearly  all  ready  when  the  honorable  mem- 
ber took  the  office  of  Treasurer. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LVNE.— Nothing  was 
Teady.  A  cxmimencement  had  scarcely  been 
madie  in  the  preparation  of  the  Estimates. 
Indeed,  the  only  work  which  had  been  done 
j-elated  to  a  reduction  of  the  Estimates  by 
j^70,ooo  or  ;^ioo,ooo,  which  the  right  hon- 
orable member  had  ordered  without  consult- 
ing his  officers.  It  was  attempted  subse- 
quently to  fasten  on  to  mv  shoulders  the 
blame  attaching  to  his  actiw.  That  he 
ordered  the  r»iuction  was  evidenced  in 
<iocuments  which  I  afterwards  submitted 
to  the  House — documents  to  which  his  ini- 
tials were  attached.  For  the  right  honor- 
p.He  member  to  say  that  he  cannot  make  a 
Budget  statement  for  three  months  after 
the  meeting  of  Parliament  is  absurd.  It  is 
a.  token  of  incapacity  and  of  want  of 
knowledge  of  the  Department  over  which 
he  has  been  presiding  for  a  considerable 
time.  When  I  assumed  contirol  of  the  Trea- 
sury, the  officers  of  that  Department  prob- 
ably thought  that  I  was  a  slave-driver,  but  I 
told  their,  that  the  work  had  to  be  done 
because  Parliament  wanted  the  Budget 
within  a  very  short  time.  The  Under- 
Secretary  informed  me  that  more  than  100 
men  would  be  required  to  do  the  work 
■within  the  period  that  I  indicated.  My 
reply  was,  "  Get  as  many  men  as  are 
needed,  but  the  work  must  he  done."' 

Sir  John  J'obrest. — I  think  that  the 
honorable  member  delivered  his  Budget  <hi 
the  8th  August  of  that  \-ear. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYXE.— At  any  rate,  I 
had  assumed  the  office  of  Treasurer  only 
about  a  fortnight  previously.  Yet  I  made 
a  Budget  statement  as  complete  as  any  that 
has  yet  been  delivered  in  this  House.  The 
only  complaint  urged  against  it  was  that 
I  read  it.  But  I  did  so  because  I  wanted 
to  be  in  a  position  to  give  the  House  ac- 
curate information,  and  I  say  that  if  any 
Treasurer  attempts  to  deal  with  the  mass 
of  figures  that  are  incidental  to  a  Budget 
relying  upon  his  memory,  he  will  make 
a  mess  of  his  task,  just  as  the  right  hon- 
orable member  for  Swan  did  on  two  or 
three  occasions.  I  did  not  attempt  any- 
thing of  the  kind.  I  had  the  figures  typed, 
and,  as  a  result,  the  House  obtained  correct 
information.  I  notice  that  my  example  has 
recently  been  followed  by  a  very  good  man 
in  the  House  of  Commons— I  refer  to  Mr. 
Lloyd  George.  The  best  way  in  which  to 
deliver  a  statement  which  contains  so  many 
figures  as  does  a  Budget  is  to  read  it. 


Mr.  Batchelor. — The  Prime  Minister 
followed  the  honorable  member's  example 
the  other  day. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LVXE.— But  his  state- 
ment did  not  contain  figures.  It  related 
only  to  a  placard.  We  should  have  for- 
gotten most  of  the  placard  if  the  Prime 
Minister  had  not  read  it.  I  find  from  the 
volume  of  Hansard  which  has  now  been 
placed  in  my  hands,  that  I  delivered  my 
Budget  Speech  aa  the  8th  August.  At  that 
time  I  had  been  a  very  shcfft  while  in  the 
Treasury,  and  practically  there  was  no  ma- 
terial to  help  me. 

Sir  John  ForktEST. — If  there  had  been 
no  material  there  I  will  guarantee  that  the 
honorable  menil>er  could  not  have  done  it. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LVNE.— The  Treasurer 
seeks  to  cast  a  reflection  upc»i  me.  I  have 
no  wish  to  take  any  credit  that  is  due  to 
the  officers  of  the  Treasury.  I  acknowledge 
that  they  assisted  me.  I  checked  the  ma- 
terial which  they  placed  before  me.  But 
they  received  my  policy  frcm  me,  and 
worked  it  out.  Any  Treasurer  who  thinks 
that  be  can  nork  out  figures  without  the 
assistance  of  his  officers  is  mistaken.  No 
human  being  can  do  work  of  this  kind  un- 
less he  is  a  skilled  accountant.  But  I 
repeat  that  I  had  not  been  more  than  three 
weeks  in  the  Treasury  when  T  delivered  my 
Bud^^et  statanent ;  and  I  also  state  most 
definitely  that  there  was  practically  no- 
thing ready  when  I  became  Treasurer.  In 
fact  I  had  to  undo  a  great  deal  that  the 
present  Treasurer  had  prepared — if  one 
can  call  it  preparati(Hi.  One  thing  that  I 
had  to  do  I  felt  very  swe  abcMJt  at  the 
time,  because  there  was  cast  upon  my 
shoulders  the  blame  which  arose  from  the 
right  honorable  member  who  preceded  me 
at  the  Treasury  having  unwarrantably  cut 
off  ^70,000  from  the  Estimates.  I  am  not 
sure  as  to  whether  there  was  not  another  sum 
of  ;^35,ooo,  or  whether  the  amount  was 
;^7o,ooo  on  the  whole.  I  was  blamed  for 
having  done  that. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Did  I  sav  that  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.—The  right  hon- 
orable member  said  it  m<we  than  cwice ;  and 
when  X  produced  documents  bearing  his 
initials,  he  refused  to  acknowledge  them. 
But  they  are  in  the  Treasury  now,  and 
any  one  who  has  ever  seen  his  initials  will 
know  them  again.  This  House  ought  to 
have  a  statement  of  the  finances  of  the 
Commonwealth  inside  the  time  the  Trea- 
surer has  referred  to.  At  present  this 
House  has  no  idea  as  to^^hat  the  intention 
of  the  Governme(|6il5dW?  (eg&€)g  TOding  tb»» 
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money  that  is  required  for  the  Post  and 
Telegraph  Department.  While  I  am  on 
that  point  I  will  take  the  opportunity  of 
saying  that  a  great  deal  of  the  trouble  that 
was  caused  financially  affecting  the  Post 
and  Telegraph  Department,  when  I  be- 
came responsible,  arose  out  of  the  promises 
whidi  the  previous  Treasurer  had  so 
lavishly  made.  A  great  many  contracts 
had  been  entered  into,  and  many  promises 
had  been  made.  I  had  to  find  the  money 
for  these  purposes,  and  that  was  one  of 
the  things  that  caused  the  great  trouble 
that  I  had  in  connexion  with  the  Post 
Office. 

Sir  John  Forrest, — Who  made  the 
promises? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  right  hon- 
orable member  made  them. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — ^What  were  they? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— This  is  not  a 
matter  to  be  the  subject  of  chaEF  or  to  be 
laughed  over. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  was  not  Post- 
master-General. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — We  have  looked  up 
the  dates  and  find  that  the  hcmorable  mem- 
ber foe  Hume  had  been  Treasurer  only 
eight  days  when  he  made  his  Budget 
Speech. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LY\E.~I  am  glad  to 
be  reminded  of  the  actual  dates.  I  pre- 
pared my  statement  after  havin;i  been  onlv 
eight  days  at  the  Treasury.  Now  what 
has  the  Treasurer  to  say  ?  The  positiwi 
was  an  extraordinary  one,  because,  I  re- 
peat, the  previous  Treasurer  had  let  mat- 
ters drift,  drift,  drift;  and.  after  he  had 
allowed  things  to  get  into  that  position, 
he  turned  round  and  sold  his  chief,  who 
had  been  ill.  That  is  what  the  right  hon- 
orable member  did. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  ask  the  honorable 
member  for  Hume  to  withdraw  the  remark 
about  the  right  honnrnble  member  for  Swan 
having  "sold  his  rhief." 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYXE.— I  do  not  think, 
sir,  that  the  Treasurer  took  any  notice  of  it 
until  you  drew  attention  to  it.  He  has  been 
told  this  so  often.  But  still,  Mr.  Speaker,  1 
will  withdraw  the  remark.  I  will  put  the 
matter  in  another  way,  and  will  say  that 
he  remained  in  crffice  until  the  Prime 
Minister  became  very  ill ;  and,  in  the  midst 
of  that  illness,  the  right  honorable 
gentleman,  after  correspondence,  resigned 
office.  At  that  time,  I  say  again, 
he  had  done  practically  nothing  to- 
wards preparing  the  financial  statement, 
which,  indeed,  should  have  been  made  be- 


fore be  left  oflSce.   It  was  intended  to  ha^'e 

been  made  earlier,  and  would  have  been 
except  for  something  that  occurred.  I  was 
I^essed  to  take  the  Treasurership.  I  did 
not  wish  to  do  so.  I  did  not  desire  to 
leave  the  Department  of  Trade  and  Cus- 
twns.  I  suggested  to  the  Prime  Minister 
the  name  of  another  gentleman,  but  he 
said  to  me,  "  No;  you  have  been  Trea- 
surer before,  and  you  will  have  to  take 
the  position."  Accordingly,  I  took  it,  and 
Hansard  shows  that  I  was  <Htly  in  <^ce 
eight  days  when  I  made  my  Financial 
Statement.  I  had  to  put  great  pressure  upon 
my  Department  in  wder  to  do  it.  I  made  the 
officers  work  up  to  the  full  extent  of  their 
power.  I  was  told  iby  Mr.  Allen,  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  who  is  one  of  the  best 
officers,  and  one  of  the  most  loyal  men 
I  ever  had  to  deal  with,  that  what 
I  desired  to  do  was  not  possible.  But  I 
replied.  "The  Prime  Minister  wants  this 
Financial  Statement  made  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. The  House  also  wants  it  to  be  made 
early.  If  yoa  have  not  sufficient  men  in 
the  Treasury  to  do  the  work  in  thCtime, 
get  more."  After  I  had  deli^wxl  the 
Budget  the  Secretary  of  the  'I  reasury  told 
me  that  such  a  thing  had  ne\'er  be«i  at- 
tempted before  in  connerion  with  the  Com- 
monwealth Treasury  since  it  had  been  es- 
tablished, and  he  also  said  that  he  did  not 
think  that  such  a  thing  had  been  done  in 
any  of  the  States.  It  is,  I  think,  ciedlt- 
abie  to  Mr.  Allen,  to  Mr.  Collins,  and  to 
the  whole  of  the  staff  of  the  Treasury  that 
the  work  was  done  in  the  time;  tatd  mv 
Budget  was,  I  believe,  the  most  complete 
statement  and  the  most  readable  one — — 

Sir  John  Forrest. — ^The  honorable 
member  read  it  all. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— And  I  am  not 
ashamed  of  that.  It  is  recorded  in  ffan- 
sard.  and  it  will  compare  favorably  with 
any  other  Budget  statement  since  the  Com- 
monwealth was  inaugurated. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Mr.  Allen  prepared 
it,  and  the  honorable  member  read  it. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Mr.  Allen  and 
myself  prepared  it.  I  never  said  that  I 
prepared  it  entirely  myself.  If  anv  Trea- 
surer wants  to  make  a  jackass  of  himself, 
let  him  trv  to  prepare  a  Budget  without 
the  assistance  of  experts.  Of  course,  I  tised 
the  officers  w^ho  were  at  my  command.  I 
checked  their  figures.  But  there  was  no 
delav.  It  i."?  ridiculous,  it  is  absurd,  for 
the  Treasurer  to  say  that  he  cannot  prepare 
his  Budget  statement  in  Jess  tima  than  be 
has  mentioned— tfyife48b?4j*?aSte  knows 
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v/hat  be  is  going  to  60,  and  if  the  Govern- 
iTient  know  what  their  policy  is.  At  the 
present  time  we  do  not  know,  as  a  House, 
and  as  a  Parliament — the  country  does  not 
know — whether  we  are  going  to  have  a  lot 
of  borrowed  money  for  Commonwealth  pur- 
poses. This  is  one  of  the  principal  things 
that  we  want  to  know.  I  hold  that,  except 
uadsT  very  extraordinary  circumstances  in- 
<leed,  there  should  be  no  borrowing  policy. 
I  will  stand  here  as  long  as  I  am  able  to 
stop  the  commencement  of  a  bwrowing 
policy. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  h(»iorable 
member  has  borrowed  a  great  deal  of  mone>- 
in  his  time,  I  think. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  never  bor- 
rowed while  I  was  at  the  Commoowealth 
Treasury,  and  I  never  bonowed  much  as  a 
State  Treasurer,  except  for  the  purpose  of 
resuming  propoties  in  New  South  Wales 
that  never  ought  to  have 'been  sold.  I  hold 
that  if  we  commence  borrowing  it  will  lead 
fo  extravagance.  We  shall  have  plenty  of 
money  for  the  purp<»e  of  carrying  out 
■everything  that  we  want  to  carry  out,  if  the 
Free  Trade  half  of  the  Goi-emmcnt  do  not 
force  the  Treasurer  to  give  too  much  back 
to  the  States.  That  is  the  true  posiHtm. 
We  used  onfy  one- fourth  of  the  Customs 
and  Excise  revenue  in  the  past. 

Mr.  FtSBER. — ^Less. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.—Less  fcir  a 
time,  and  we  gave  back  to  the  States  much 
irore  than  should  have  been  given. 

Mr.  Fisher. — ^We  are  retaining  less  than 
one-fourth  rx)w. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Probably  less 
now.  If  an  arrangement  made,  or  that  it 
was  intended  to  make,  when  I  was  with  the 
Prime  Minister  were  carried  out,  we  should 
have  in  1910  plenty  of  money  at  our  dis- 
posal, and  no  borrowing  would  be  necessary. 
The  position  is  a  very  serious  one.  When 
I  was  at  the  Treasury  a  proposal  was  made 
to  borrow  money  <m  sbort-d^ted  bills  for 
Post  and  Telegraph  purposes.  I  objected 
to  it,  and  what  was  proposed  was  not  dCHie. 
I  said  that  even,  if  it  were  found  necessary 
to  finance  affairs  up  to  the  time  wh«i  we 
could  claim  our  own  in  1910,  we  could  do 
it  easily  without  entering  upon  a  system  of 
borrowing. 

Mr.  Sampson. — And  keep  back  import- 
ant works  all  over  Australia. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— There  was  no 
nec^ity  for  that  eittier.  Our  revenue  last 
year  amounted  to  about  ;^i5,ooo,ooo,  and 
without  the  Post  Office  revenue  to  about 


1,600,000.  Will  any  one  tell  me,  al- 
though we  were  entitled  to  use  only  cme- 
fourth  of  that,  that  that  was  not  sufficient 
to  carry  us  on  up  to  the  time  I  have  men- 
tioned? It  is  all  very  well  to  say  that  we 
must  return  something  to  the  States  to  keep 
them  going.  I  admit  that  we  have  to  con- 
sider the  States. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — But  we  have  to  pay 
our  way  first. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  also  say  that 
we  have  to  pay  our  own  way,  and  I  say 
very  emphatically  that  the  State  Govern- 
ments must  not  be  extravagant  at  our  ex- 
pense. State  extravagant  has  taken  place 
in  the  past.  I  have  said  no  more  than  that, 
but  I  will  say  further  now,  while  I  am  on 
this  topic,  that  if  that  extravagance  is  to  be 
continued,  unquestionably  we  ought  to  see 
that  Commonwealth  revenue  is  not  used 
to  encourage  it.  The  only  way  by 
which  we  can  bring  about  harnKmy  in  the 
financial  relations  between  the  Common- 
wealth and  State  Governments,  is  to  keep 
their  finances  absolutely  separate.  It  can  be 
dcxie  in  no  other  way,  and  it  cannot  be  dcme 
by  postponing  a  real  settlement  of  the  ques- 
tion for  five,  ten,  fifteen,  or  twenty  yrars. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — Was  not  that  the 
policy  of  the  Prime  Minister  up  to  the 
present  time? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— It  was  his 
policy,  and  one  wiiich  he  urged  very 
strongly,  whilst  I  was  a.  member  of  his  Min- 
istry in  charge  of  the  Treasury.  In  fact,  the 
honWable  gentleman  wei4  a  great  deal  fur- 
ther than  I  did  in  this  direction.  He  con- 
vinced me  that  this  is  absolutely  the  correct 
policy  to  pursue.  I  attended  with  him  the 
Premiers'  Conference  in  ^felboume,  and  ad- 
vocated that  policy,  as  he  did.  He  was  even 
against  postponing  for  five  years  the  pay- 
ment of  the  _;^2,ooo,ooo  odd  of  interest  out 
of  the  ;£8, 000,000  odd.  He  desired  that 
the  surplus  should  be  deducted  every  year. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Is  this  another 
Cabinet  matta*? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— No.  It  was 
spoken  of  publicly  before  the  Premiers.  I 
contend  that  the  coalition  has  brought  about 
such  a  position  of  affairs  that  everything 
ought  to  be  made  public,  and  everything 
should  be  done  which  jnay  he  necessary  to 
prevent  a  repetition  of  what  has  taken  place. 
I  feel  that  it  is  time  that  we  knew,  and  I 
hope  the  Opposition  will  insist  upon  getting 
the  information,  what  is  to  lie  the  policy  of 
the  Government  for  the  (fJti^Wffj^f  monev. 
To  borrow  is  aiP'^Sf  WwgtravagaAt 
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way  of  raising  money,  but  it  must  be  re- 
monbered  that  bwrowed  money  has  to  be 
repaid!.  If  there  is  one  thing  that  the 
Governments  of  which  I  hare  been  a  .mem- 
be^  since  the  establishment  of  Federation 
have  a  right  to  be  proud  of,  it  is  they 
did  not  oommenoe  to  bwrow  mmey.  I 
know  that  the  electors  are  proud  of  that. 
One  may  attend  any  meeting  of  particular 
or  mixed  parties  in  city  or  coimtry,  and  he 
will  find  that  the  one  thing  for  which  pre- 
vious Governments  are  praised  is  that  they 
did  not  initiate  a  borrowing  policy.  I 
propose  to  say  scnnething  with  reference  to 
old-age  pensicKis,  but  before  I  do  so,  let 
me  say  that,  in  my  opinion,  the  Prime 
Minister  should  also  be  Treasurer  of  the 
Commraiwealth.  The  ex-Prime  Minister 
was  Treasurer  in  the  Government  which  he 
led,  and  he  had  an  opportunity,  which  I 
had  not,  to  prevent  o»her  Departments  in- 
curring expenditure  which  there  was  no 
money  in  the  Treasury  to  meet.  I  hope 
that  my  suggestion  in  this  regard  will  be 
taken  into  serious  consideration.  Sir  George 
Turner,  when  in  the  Victorian  Parliament, 
was  Premier  and  Treasurer  of  the  State, 
and  he  was  thus  enabled  by  dictating  to  the 
Government  Departments,  to  bring  down 
and  keep  down  expenditure  in  Victoria. 
He  could  not  have  done  that  if  he  had  been 
Treasurer  and  not  at  the  same  time  Pre- 
mier. If  the  Treasurer  of  the  Common- 
wealth is  not  also  Prilne  Minister,  he  mav 
be  told,  as  I  was  told  by  Ministers,  and 
by  one  in  particular,  "You  have  to  find 
the  money  which  I  think  should  be  appro- 
priated, and  vou  have  nothing  to  do  with 
the  appropriation." 

Mr.  Fisher. — That  was  responsible  go- 
vernment. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LVNE.— That  was  re- 
sponsible government,  but  if  I  had  been 
Prime  Minister  as  well  as  Treasurer,  this 
gentleman  would  not  have  said  that  to  me.. 
However,  when  that  was  said  to  me,  I 
shut  down  on  everything,  and  would  not 
give  the  monej-.  What  was  done  then  was 
that  members  of  this  House  were  invited 
to  attack  the  Treasurer  because  he  would 
not  find  the  mraiey  for  certain  purposes. 
Homx-able  members,  like  the  roads  and 
bridges  member  I  ;ee  on  the  other  side, 
ccwaplained  that  they  could  not  get  public 
works  carried  out  in  their  electorates  be- 
cause the  Treasurer  would  not  find  the 
money. 

Dr.  LiDDELL. — What  about  the  post- 
'MSce  clock? 


Sir  WILLIAM  LVNE.— There  was  a 
-office  clock  which  the  honorable  mem- 
wanted  and  did  not  get,  and  he  will 
not  get. 

Dr.  LxDDELL. — It  was  passed  cxi  the 
Estimates. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  Newcastle 
clock? 

Dr.  LiDDELL. — No,  the  Corona  clock. 
Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— No,  not  the 
clock. 

Dr.  LiDDELL. — Thev  got  the  tower. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Money  for  the 
clock  had  never  been  voted.  Let  the  hon- 
orable member  be  fair.  I  never  went  be- 
hind my  word.  I  told  the  Government  I 
would  not  ask  for  the  clock  at  that  time, 
and  I  did  not  do  so.  It  is  of  no  use  to  go 
into  that  at  the  present  moment,  iMit  I 
might  have  somethmg  to  say  regarding  the 
action  of  the  I^rime  Minister  in  connexion 
with  that  clock. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  helped  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  over  that  matter. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  honorable 
gentleman  did  try  to  help  me.  He  passed 
the  mone][,  and  then  the  Prime  Minister 
prevented  it  being  spent. 

Mr.  Watkins. — ^The  honorable  gentle- 
man refused  to  build  the  tower  at  New- 
castle, but  he  built  the  tower  at  Corowa. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Yes,  I  got  the 
tower  built.  The  htmorable  member  whose 
voice  I  hear  behind  me  has  been  the  great- 
est roads  and  bridges,  public  school,  post- 
office,  and  telephone  member  I  ha^e  ever 
known. 

Mr.'  Batchelor. — Who  is  this? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  owner  of 
a  voice  I  have  heard  behind  me. 

Mr.  TtrooR. — The  honorable  member  for 
Laanecoorie. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  did  not  men- 
tion the  name.  The  honorable  mentiber 
got  mwe,  perhaps,  than  he  had  a  right 
to  get.  I  was  contending  that  the  Prime 
Minister  should  also  be  Treasurer  of  tbt*- 
Commonwealth,  because  there  is  no  doubt 
that  the  Treasurer  is  at  a  serious  disad- 
vantage if  he  is  not  also  Prime  Ministei. 
I  had,  when  in  charge  of  the  Treasury, 
to  cut  and  carve  in  every  possible  way 
to  save  money  in  the  Ad\-3nce  Account  to 
meet  the  demands  of  a  great  manv  officers- 
for  expenditure  which  should  not  hn%e  been 
incurred.  But  the  practice  has  been  to 
commence  a  certain  wM-k,  which  must 
•afterwards  be  proceeded  with,  and  the 
Treasury  is  then  drawn/^lpon,  tof^nd  the 
necessai'y  money?i9^Jeil^v{h^Si^S^faust  be 
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provided  from  a  source  which  should  not 

be  called  upon  for  such  expenditure.  A 
system  has  been  initiated  of  robbing  Peter 
to  pay  Paul.  I  stopped  it  as  far  as  I 
could.  Money  voted  for  one  purpose  has 
been  spent  for  another,  and  I  hold  that 
that  is  not  a  proper  thing  to  do.  The  prac- 
tice used  to  be  foUowed  in  Sydney  under 
a  roads  and  bridges  schedule^  and  I  stopped 
it  there.  I  do  urge  that  if  the  Govern- 
ment propose  to  raise  mon^-  by  loan, 
the  fact  should  be  made  public  now.  I 
do  not  wish  to  deal  with  small  amounts, 
but  with  large  sums  involved  in  carrying 
out  important  matters  of  policy  which  the 
Government  have  to  face.  A  few  minutes 
ago  I  was  going  to  say  that,  in  regard  to 
old-age  i)ensions,  about  which  so  much  was 
said  in  this  Clianiber  the  last  time  I 
brought  in  a  Supply  Bill  and  a  Budget 
statement,  the  late  Prime  Minister  knows 
that  I  intended  to  use  the  money  set 
aside  out  of  the  Surplus  Revenue  Fund, 
and  then  to  finance  six  months  of 
the  time,  until  we  got  control  of 
the  Commonwealth  revenue  in  1910. 
That  is  all  known.  If  it  could  be  d<»ie 
then,  it  can  be  done  now ;  but  it  cannot  be 
d-jne  if  the  Government  is  going  to  put  off 
dealing  with  the  financial  relations  between 
the  Ccmimonwealth  and  the  States  for 
f!\e  years  longer.  The  States  have  had 
greater  consideration,  and  received  larger 
sums  of  money,  than  they  could  ever  have 
expected  to  geft,  in  consequence  of  the  large 
revenue  we  have  derived  from  Customs  and 
£xci.se.  If  we  put  off  the  consideration  of 
this  question  any  longer,  a^id  the  Govern- 
ment is  going  in  for  a  borrowing  policy, 
tlien  all  the  good  which  has  been  done  by 
preventing  an  appeal  to  the  London  or  Aus- 
tralian markets  will  be  destroyed,  for  the 
people  at  present  believe  we  can  be  trusted 
to  deal  with  the  finances.  It  will  be  a  good 
thing  for  the  Opposition,  and  those  who  act 
with  me,  but  a  very  dreadful  thing  for 
the  Government,  if  they  start  that  game. 
We  ought  to  know  before  August  what  is 
intended  to  be  done,  and  that  is  a  pc^t 
I  press  hc»ne  at  the  present  moment.  I  did 
not  mean  to  speak  at  this  length  to-day, 
because  I  had  intended  to  speak  to  the 
other  motion  on  the  notice-paper,  when  I 
should  have  dealt  with  some  of  these  ques- 
tions. But  this  particular  question  is  so 
important  and  urgent  that  the  House  ought 
to  take  action  immediately,  unless  it  can 
get  some  satisfaction.  The  people  of  this 
ODuntry  will  back  us  up  by  taking  the  most 
extreme  af^oa  in  regard  to  a  questicm  of 


this  sort,  which  is  bound  up  with  the  pros- 
perity of  the  Commonwealth  and  of  every 
individual  in  the  ccmamunity,  especially 
with  the  finances  slacking,  as  they  are  now, 
to  some  extent.  If  we  are  not  made  ac- 
quainted with  the  intention  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  do  not  press  by  all  means  this 
question,  it  will  be  our  own  fault,  and  we 
shall  be  blamed.  If  we  are  defeated,  all 
that  we  can  do  will  be  to  appeal  to  the 
electors  at  the  earliest  possible  momoit. 
But  do  not  let  us  make  a  mistake  about  the 
urgency  of  this  question.  It  is  one  of  the 
strcmgest  points  on  which  any  party  can  go 
to  the  country.  I  think  that  there  is  no 
question  so  strong  as  that  of  stopping  the 
lavish  borrowing  to  which  the  States  riave 
resorted.  We  should  not  defer  for  one 
moment  the  settlement  of  the  financial  rela- 
tions between  the  States  and  the  Common- 
wealth. The  proposal  which  was  made  on 
a  previous  occasion  was  taken,  some  of  it 
from  the  scheme  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Mernda,  some  of  it  from  the  proposals 
of  others,  and  a  little  of  it  from  the  state- 
ments of  Sir  George  Turner,  and  some  of  it 
originated  with  myself.  I  am  never  desir- 
ous of  taking  credit  from  any  one  to  whom 
it  is  due.  I  admit  freelv  that  the  basis  of 
the  altered  scheme  came  from  the  hwiorable 
member  for  Memda.  That  was  worked 
out  with  the  great  assistance  which  was 
given  to  the  Treasury  officials  and  myself 
bv  the  Prime  Minister  when  he  was  Minis- 
ter of  External  Affairs.  His  aiudety  was 
never  so  distinctly  shown  to  me  as  it  was 
then  to  clear  up  the  accounts  of  the  States 
at  once.  He  will  find  all  he  said  on  the 
subject  in  minutes  in  connexion  with  the 
Department  of  External  Affairs,  and  in  the 
report  of  the  Premiers'  Conference.  That 
was  one  of  the  strongest  points  which  he 
pressed  upon  me  as  Treasurer,  and  in  con- 
nexion with  the  matter  he  told  me  many 
things  which  I  shall  not  repeat  now.  When 
the  trouble  arose  with  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Swan,  he  attacked  me  because  I 
did  not  do  what  he  proposed  to  do  when 
he  was  at  the  Brisbane  Conference.  There 
he  showed  his  hand,  and  disclosed  thnt  he 
was  more  a  State  Minister  than  a  Federal 
Minister. 

Afr.  Thomas. — He  always  was. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— He  showed  it 

there. 

Mr.  Mahon. — And  he  is  still. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  Prime 
Minister  did  not  autho^ae  the  faoiorable 
member  for  Swantiztobs^y^iQpgj^he  did 
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say  at  Brisbane,  as  I  told  him  before  in 
this  Chamber.  When  I  wjent  as  second  to 
the  Prime  MinistCT  to  meet  the  Premiers 
in  Conference  at  Melbourne,  he  com- 
manded my  admiration  foe  the  way  in 
which  he  handled  them,  and  the  strong 
points  that  he  brought  out  in  urging 
that  there  should  be  no  delay  in  settling 
this  question.  I  have  been  very  much 
amazed  to  read  in  the  press  rumours  and 
statements  that  it  is  to  be  deferred  for  five 
years  for  breathing  time,  and  then  Heaven 
knows  how  much  longer  it  will  be  deferred 
before  4t  is  actually  taken  in  hand.  I  re- 
peat that  the  end  of  1910  will  be  the 
tim^  to  deal  with  the  question.  We  should 
not  follow  the  system  of  drift,  and  con- 
tinue the  fight,  which  must  be  continued 
if  we  do  not  lay  down  a  certain  rule  as 
to  what  we  shall  do  with  the  revenue  from 
Customs  and  Excise.  We  shall  have  a 
constant  bickering  so  long  as  the  finances 
of  the  Ccwnmonwealth  and  the  States  are 
not  divided  in  a  proper  way.  I  hope  that 
the  few  words  I  have  uttered  to-day  will 
cause  honorable  members  and  the  public 
to  think  as  to  the  very  serious  position  of 
the  finances.  Let  us  have  no  medley 
of  borrowing  money  and  raising  revenue, 
no  hocus-pocus  statemaits,  no  further  time 
lost,  as  it  has  already  been  lost  by  the 
Ministry  in  asking  for  an  adjournment  of 
three  weeks  when  one  of  ten  days  would 
have  been  quite  sufficient  for  them  to  pre- 
pare what  they  have  prepared.  Indeed, 
so  far  as  I  can  see,  there  is  nothinjj  pre- 
pared now  after  an  adjournment  of  three 
weeks.  Ministers  did  not  put  their  shoul- 
ders to  the  wheel  as  I  did  when  I  was  in  the 
Treasury.  When  a  Minister  undertakes  to 
perform  a  task,  it  ought  to  be  done,  or  he 
should  leave  his  position.  That  is  the  at- 
titude which  honorable  members  ought  to 
talre  up.  I  hope  that  this  debate  will  not 
be  allowed  to  close  until  we  get  scmie  state- 
ment as  regards  the  future  administration  of 
the  finances.  We  have  to  get  a  statement 
regarding  many  other  things.  We  want  to 
know,  for  instance,  about  the  written  com- 
pact between  the  Protectionist  party  and 
the  Free  Trade  party.  We  want  to  know 
about  a  number  of  things  on  which  we  have 
not  yet  been  taken  into  the  confidence  of 
the  Ministry.  When  I  was  sitting  on  the 
Ministerial  side  of  the  House,  and  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Parraraatta.  with  his 
suppcH^ers,  was  sitting  on  the  Opposition 
side,  the  latter  were  always  wanting  to 
know  what  agreement  we  had  with  the 
Labour  party.  That  was  the  subject- 
Sif  William  Lyne. 


matter  of  almost  every  discussion,  and  of 
the  bulk  of  the  questions  which  were  asked. 
I,  for  one,  desire  to  know  what  agreement 
has  been  entered  into  in  this  unholy  al- 
liance. We  shall  be  found  in  possession 
of  plenty  of  vcHce  and  stamina  to 
see  that  these  matters  are  thought 
to  light,  and  that  the  people  of 
this  country  aje  not  kept  in  darkness,  as 
they  are  kept  now,  without  <Kie  word  being 
said  on  either  finance  or  anything  else.  As 
regards  finance,  what  was  the  proposal 
which  was  built  up  mainly  on  the  scheme 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Mernda  ? 
We  were  to  take  over  the  State 
debts,  which  amounted  to  ;^244,ooo,ooo 
or  2  46, 000,000,  and  which  amount 
now,  I  believe,  to  £,2$z,oco,Qoo  or 
;^254, 000,000.  It  was  proposed  that  the 
Commonwealth  should  assume  the  respon- 
sibilitv  for  the  whole  of  that  indebtedness 
by  the  States. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  desire  to  remind 
the  honorable  member  that  there  are  al- 
ready three  deb.ites  set  down  on  the  notice- 
paper,  namely,  a  debate  on  the  question 
as  to  whether  or  not  the  Government  enjovs. 
the  confidence  of  the  majority  of  this 
House,  a  debate  on  the  Address-in-Reply, 
and  a  debate  the  policy  of  the  Go^■e^n- 
ment.  So  Icxig  as  general  principles  ha\'e 
been  touched  upon,  I  have  not  interfered 
with  the  honorable  member,  though  he  was. 
going  very  near  to  several  of  the  (juestions 
covered  by  those  three  Orders  of  the  Day. 
But  if  he  proposes  to  go  into  details  as 
to  how  many  million^  are  owed  by  the 
States,  the  distribution  of  the  millions,  and 
so  on.  he  will  see  very  clearly  that  he  will 
be  anticipating  one  or  more  of  the  debates 
on  the  notice-paper.  I  ask  him  not  to 
proceed  in  that  way. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— T  bow  to  your 
ruling,  Mr.  Speaker,  though  I  did  not 
know  before  that  a  debate  such  as  this, 
in  which,  ordinarily,  every  grievance  that 
can  be  thought  of,  may  be  mentioned  with 
a  view  to  redress,  can  be  limited  because 
of  other  matters  on  the  notice-paper  luider 
which  such  questions  might  be  dealt  with. 
I  thought  that  the  redress  of  grievances 
took  first  place  when  Supply  was  asked 
for.  Had  1  been  allowed  to  say  two  or 
three  words  more,  I  should  have  finished 
what  I  had  in  my  mind,  and,  if  I  may  be 
permitted,  I  should  like  to  do  so. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  have  not  inter- 
rupted the  honwable  member  in  dealing 
with  general  priivl^teiiMlQ^^I^  pro- 
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ceeded  a  considerable  distance ;  but  be  may 
not  discuss  the  actual  details  of  certain 
occurrences. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  had  nearly 
finished  what  I  wish  to  say. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — I  ask  the  honorable 
member  not  to  finish,  because,  if  he  is 
allowed  to  proceed  further,  other  honorable 
members  will  be  entitled  to  follow  his 
•example. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  am  sorry  that 
I  may  not  finish  my  remarks,  because  their 
curtailment  now  will  make  it  necessary  to 
refer  to  the  matter  in  another  debate.  How- 
ever, I  shall  not  proceed  further,  for  two 
reasons:  first,  that  I  think  you  are  the  best 
authority  we  have  in  regard  to  matters  of 
this  kind,  and,  secondly,  because  I  would 
not  wish  to  do  anything  which  you  do  not 
desire  me  to  do.  I  shall  repeat  what  I 
have  already  said,  in  as  fcwcible  language 
as  I  can  c(»iimand,  though  I  shall  try  to 
he  as  little  offensive  as  is  possible  under 
the  circumstances.  This  is  a  time  when 
no  honorable  member  should  hesitate  to  call 
a  spade  a  spade.  I  have  dcme  so  as 
plunly  as  I  can,  without  being  unduly 
offensive.  I  think  it  is  mv  right  so  to  speak 
without  apology  to  the  House.  Two  mat- 
ters upon  which  I  feel  very  strcmgly  are 
the  financial  relations  between  the  Com- 
nxmwealth  and  the  States,  and  Commwi- 
■wcalth  borrowing. 

Mr.  WILKS  (Dalley)  [4.24].— We  have 
just  listened  to  a  speech  charged '  with 
admonition  and  warning  in  regard  to  the 
criticism  and  supervision  which  hfmorable 
members  should  exercise  in  respect  to  the 
financial  proposals  of  the  Government.  I 
do  rK>t  think  that  any  honorable  member 
would  deny  that  such  proposals  must  be 
keenly  scrutinized,  but  I  refuse  to  admit 
that  such  scrutiny  is  the  province  of  the 
Opposition  alone.  In  my  opinion,  the 
close  supervision  of  financial  administration 
is  a  duty  attaching  to  every  parliamentary 
representative.  The  fact  that  a  man  has 
moved  his  seat  from  one  side  of  the  Cham- 
ber to  another  does  not  alter  his  responsi- 
bility in  this  matter.  Since  the  first  Com- 
monwealth Parliament  was  opened  I,  with 
others,  have  been  "  a  voice  crying  in  the 
wild«Tiess  "  in  protest  against  ' the  intro- 
duction of  Supply  Bills.  One  would 
think,  to  hear  the  honorable  member  for 
Hume  this  afternoon  for  the  first  time, 
that  he  is  a  model  parliamentarian.  He 
now  says  that  Supply  Bills  are  iniquitous, 
and  that  to  hold  back  a  Budget  statement 
may  be  dangerous.     But   if   you,  Mr. 


Speaker,  will  allow  me  to  refresh  your 
ready  mem<xy,  I  shall  point  out  that  the 
honcffable  member  during  the  present  finan* 
dal  year  has  introduced  no  fewer  than 
four  Supply  Bills.  Therefore,  his  ob- 
jectims  to  the  practice  of  c^taining  Supply 
in  this  way  are  rather  belated.  Similarly, 
the  members  of  the  Labour  Party  were  not 
formerly  heard  in  protest  against  Supply 
Bills,  but  now  their  sense  of  what  is  right 
is  outraged  by  the  proposal  of  the  Govern- 
ment. I  am  delighted  that  they  have 
awakened  to  the  fact  that  b(»K>rable  mem- 
bers are  recreant  to  their  duties  if  they 
permit  the  passing  of  Supply  Bills  undo* 
other  than  roost  exceptional  circumstances. 
They  are  saying  now  that  the  most 
important  thing  in  parliamentary  go- 
vernment is  the  control  by  memters 
of  the  public  purse  strings — a  tardy 
recognition  of  a  fact  of  the  greatest 
moment.  I  am  pleased  that  their 
removal  to  the  Opposition  benches  has 
brought  about  this  change  of  view.  The 
horK)rable  member  for  Hume  has  also  pro- 
tested against  Commonwealth  borrowing. 
He  tells  us  that  he,  and  every  Government 
in  which  he  has  been  a  Minister,  has  been 
opposed  to  borrowing.  He  was  cheered  for 
that  statement.  But  let  me  again  refresh 
your  ready  memory,  Mr.  speaker.  Sir 
George  Turner,  as  Treasurer  of  a  Govern- 
ment in  which  the  honorable  member  for 
Hume  was  Minister,  brought  forward  a  pro- 
posal for  borrowing  which  was  defeated  by 
a  vote  of  the  House,  I  being  one  of  those 
who  verted  against  it.  Unquestionablv  the 
public  must  be  delighted  that  we  have 
not  piled  up  a  national  debt,  but  it  has 
not  to  thank  the  honorable  member  for 
Hume  for  this.  No  doubt  it  is  unfortunate 
for  his  reputaticHi  for  consistency  that  I  have 
a  retentive  meracM-y ;  but  since  he  has  ad- 
monished the  House  as  though  he  stands  on 
a  pedestal,  and  is  not  playing  the  part  of 
a  strict  guardian  of  the  public  purse  merely 
for  the  edification  of  those  outside,  it  is 
necessary  to  refer  to  these  things. 

Sir  John  Forrest.— He  thought  that  we 
had  forgotten  them. 

Mr.  WILKS.— I  hope  that  the  present 
Gowmment  will  forget  to  bring  forward 
any  proposal  for  borrowing.  In  my  view, 
the  States  must  either  be  content  with  a 
smaller  return  from  Customs  and  Excise 
revenue,  or  must  expect  the  Commonwealth 
to  adopt  other  sources  of  taxation  to  ob- 
tain the  revenue  required  for  its  needs.  If 
the  States  insist  upon  being  paid  yearly 
three-fourths  of  the  revenue  from  Customs 
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and  Excise  taxation,  they  must  expect  us  to 
obtain  from  other  channels  the  additional 
money  we  may  need  to  give  effect  to  the 
powers  intrusted  to  us  by  the  Constitution 
tor  the  development  of  Australia.  Sove- 
reigns do  not  materialize  from  vapour,  and 
revenue  can  be  obtained  only  by  taxation, 
direct  or  indirect.  If  the  requirements  of 
a  Department  such  as  the  Post  Office  can 
be  met  out  of  ordinary  revenue,  there  should 
be  no  need  to  borrow.  It  is  monstrous  to 
think  of  paying  old-age  pensions  and  pro- 
viding for  defence  by  borrowing.  If  the 
ordinary  revenue  of  the  year  obtained  from 
indirect  taxation  is  not  sufficient  to  pay  old- 
age  pensions,  they  should  be  provided  for 
bv  means  of  direct  taxation  on  the  wealthy. 
There  is  no  escape  from  that  position.  The 
funds  for  defence  must  also  come  from 
direct  taxation.  I  do  not  wish  to  go  into 
the  general  principles  of  that  question,  or  to 
debate  at  this  stage  what  sources  should  be 
tapped  by  direct  taxation,  or  what  should 
not.  I  shall  have  that  opportunity,  as  you, 
sir,  have  indicated,  during  the  debates  on 
various  motions  that  will  come  before  the 
House.  The  Government  are  failing  on  the 
very  threshold  of  what  they  call  responsible 
government,  by  asking  the  House  to  vote 
two  months'  Supply.  They  have  blazoned  out 
to  the  public  the  fact  that  they  have  taken 
office  to  restore  representative  and  respons- 
ible gwemment.  I  could  understand  their 
asking  for  one  month's  Supply  in  the  excep- 
tional circumstances  of  their  taking  office, 
but  there  is  no  justification  for  a  request  for 
two  months'  Supply,  and  the  consequent 
delaying  of  the  Budget,  the  settlement  of  the 
financial  problems  of  the  Commonwealth, 
and  what  the  press  and  the  Government 
themselves  prophesied  would  be  responsible 
government  in  excelsts.  We  were  told  that 
for  the  first  time  in  Federal  history,  we 
were  to  have  Ministers  who  would  take 
charge  of  the  affairs  of  the  Common- 
wealth on  the  plain  and  beaten  lines  of 
resp(»iuble  government.  I  may  be  accused 
of  taking  too  strong  a  view  of  the  question, 
and  consequently  of  not  playing  the  game, 
but  no  one  can  with  justice  complain  of  me 
for  adhering  to  the  fundamental  principles 
on  which  responable  government  is  built.  It 
may  be  through  over  earnestness,  or  because 
I  lack  good  advice,  or  proper  experience  in 
parliamentary  affairs,  or  it  may  be  that  I  do 
not  know  how  to  play  the  pame,  that  I  find 
it  necessary  to  refer  to  these  matters,  but  I 
must  point  out  that  the  Government  told 
the  people  that  the  difference  between  them- 
selves and  honorable  members  who  now  sit 
Xr.  Wilks. 


opposite  .was  that  they  would  restore  re- 
sponsible government,  with  its  accompani- 
ment of  representative  power.  For  the 
Gov«-nment  to  introduce  a  two  months' 

Supply  Bill  without  telling  the  House  whei> 
the  Budget  is  likelv  to  be  introduced  is  in 
those  circumstances  to  trifle  with  the  very 
principle  which  thev  took  office  to  restore. 
In  the  last  twelve  months  four  Supply  Bills 
were  introduced  by  the  then  Government, 
and  readily  supported  by  those  hwiorable 
members  who  are  now  sitting  in  Opposition. 
Not  one  word  of  protest  came  from  themv 
and  they  gave  no  assistance  to  those  few  of 
us  thea  sitting  on  that  side,  who  were  fool- 
ish enough  to  oppose  those  Bills.    They  are 
very  studious  in  regard  to  these  matters  to- 
night, and  riglitly  so,  but  I  am  sorry  their 
studiousness  did  not  come  earlier.  By 
means  of  those  four  Supply  Bills,  the 
House  was  rendered  comparatively  power- 
less in  matters  of  finance.    The  discussion 
or  criticism  of  Estimates  became  a  myth,  a 
farce,  and  the  custody  of  the  purse,  so  far 
as  the  interests  of  the  public  were  concerned, 
passed  ft<m  memb«-s  of  Parliament  when 
they  surrradered  the  control  of  finance  to 
the  Cabinet.    Are  we  now,  on  the  threshold 
of  a  new  Administration,  to  be  met  with  a 
continuation  of  the  policy  of  introducing- 
Supply  Bills  until  the  Estimates  are  pre- 
sented to  the  House?    Until  the  Budget  is 
-submitted  we  cannot  obtain  the  Estimates. 
I  for  one  refuse  to  debate  Estimates  after 
the  money  with  which  they  profess  to  deaf 
has  already  been  voted.  I  hope  the  Govern- 
ment will  reconsider  their  proposal  to  ask 
for  two  mcmths*  Supply.    One  plea  is  that 
they  want  time  to  prepare  the  Budget.  The 
hcffiorable  member  for  Hume,  who  is  so 
quiet  and  int^ensive,  although  I  admit  that 
occasionally  he  uses  the  capital  "  I,"  said 
he  had  only  eight  davs  to  get  his  Budget 
ready.      I  interjected  that  the  world  was 
made  in  six.   The  honorable  member  also 
revealed  the  fact  tliat  the  Treasury  crfEcials 
really  w-rote  his  Budget,  he  being  onlv  re- 
sponsible for  the  policy  and  reciting  it  to 
the  House.    Apparently  that  is  what  is  to 
take  place  for  the  future.     The  Govern-' 
ment  of  the  day  will  have  their  policy,  and 
the  Treasurer  will  simply  marshal  the  fig- 
ures as  he  finds  them,  and  present  them  to 
the  House.    The  Financial  Statement,  in- 
stead of  being  a  Budget  as  we  have  known 
Budgets  in  the  States,  or  read  of  them  in 
the  British  House  of  Commons,  is  rapidlv 
becoming  more  or  less  an  accountant's  state- 
ment   of    accounts.     I  .see    no  reason 
for  pleading  for  two  months*  delay.  The 


Supply  Bill  [29  June,  1909.] 


(No.  1). 


4B5 


statement  of  Ministerial  policy  now  before 
us  outlines  to  a  great  extent  the  policj- 
as  it  will  be  presented  in  the  Budget. 
I  trust  this  will  be  the  last  occasion  on  which 
the  Oppositiwi  will  have  to  warn  honorable 
members  that  in  allowing  Supply  Bills  to  go 
through  they  are  treading  a  dangerous  path. 
I  know  it.  If  we  give  the  Government  two 
months'  Supply  we  shall  have  surrendered 
one-sixth  of  our  control  of  the  Estimates 
for  the  year.  I  am  sorry  that  all  Govern- 
ments seem  to  avail  themselves  of  this  slo- 
venly treatment  of  matters  of  finance.  The 
honorable  member  for  Hume  must,  to  say 
the  least  of  it,  have  had  a  treacherous 
memory.  I  cannot  say  that  he  uttered  an 
untruth  when  he  addressed  the  House  just 
now,  but  he  is  certainly  one  of  the  guiltiest 
among  those  who  have  been  guilty  of  rush- 
ing Supply  Bills  through. 

Mr.  FRAZER  (Kalgoorlie  [4.37].— The 
Government  have  miserably  failed  to  justify 
their  request  for  any  Suj^ly  at  this  junc- 
ture, and  they  have  undoubtedly  failed  to 
justify  their  request  for  two  months'  Supply 
in  any  circumstances.  It  has  been  estate- 
lished  beyond  doubt  that  there  was  no  jus- 
tificaticm  for  intervening  with*  this  matter 
when  the  existence  of  the  Government  was 
challenged.  The  Treasurer  has  been  un- 
able to  mention  any  obligations  that  are 
likely  to  fall  due  before  the  6th'July — the 
date  specified  by  the  late  Treasurer,  who  is 
now  leader  of  the  Opposition.  The  Trea- 
surer makes  no  reply  to  that  statement,  but 
this  Administration  are  getting*  into  a 
habit  of  refuang  to  justify  anything.  They 
pitch  their  pooposals  on  the  table,  and  rely 
upon  that  free  majority  behind  them — a 
majority  who,  according  to  their  own  ideas, 
are  at  liberty  to  do  what  they  like — ^to  fores 
them  through  without  explanation.  As  the 
hcmorable  member  for  Dalley  has  proved,  if 
we  agree  to  the  present  proposal,  we  shall 
hand  over  to  the  Government  one-sixth  of 
our  control  of  the  year's  finances.  I  agree 
with  the  hwiorable  member  that  the  prac- 
tice has  been  too  frequently  adopted  of 
passing  Supply  Bills  before  we  are  able  to 
discuss  the  general  financial  proposals  of 
the  Government.  The  Treasurer  might  have 
indicated  to  the  House  when  he  expects  to 
be  able  to  bring  down  the  Budget. 

Mr,  Fisher. — He  said  towards  the  end 
of  August. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— That  is  a  nice  proposal  ! 
A  Government  who  come  into  existence  at 
the  beginning  of  June  are  to  take  until  the 
end  of  August  to  make  up  their  minds  as 
to  the  financial  proposals  and  Estiinates 


which  thev  will  sulxnit  for  the  year.  Fin- 
ance and  Its  control  are  questions  that  have 
not  received  from  honorable  members  the 
attention  that  they  ought  to  have,  especially 
at  this  stage  of  the  existence  of  the  Com- 
monwealth. The  period  which  we  are  gp- 
proaching  is  more  important  frcwn  the  finan- 
cial point  of  view  than  have  been  anv  ot 
the  periods  that  we  have  yet  passed  through, 
and  yet  the  Government  ask  the  House  to- 
place  them  in  the  snug  petition  of  "being 
able  to  say — "  If  you  pass  this  Bill,  you 
may  take  any  view  you  like,  but  we  can'  go 
into  a  temporary  recess  to-morrow  morning., 
because  we  have  obtained  Supply  to  carr\ 
us  to  the  end  of  August."  The  position  is 
eminently  unsatisfactwy.  The  least  we  can 
expect,  after  three  weeks'  adjournment,  is 
that  the  Government  shall  explain  their 
attitude  in  regard  to  the  doubtful  words 
in  their  programme  that  "a  new  departure 
is  called  for."  Is  the  Treasurer  in  the 
position  to  inform  the  House  whether  he 
will  sanction  a  loan  in  order  to  put  the 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department  into  a 
reasonable  state  of  efficiency  ? 

Mr.  Hakper. — ^That  has  nothing  to  do 
with  the  Supply  Bill  I 

Mr.  FRAZER.— It  has  a  great  deal  to 
do  with  the  Supply  Bill.  How  can  the 
honorable  member  for  ^lernda  justify  his 
statement  that  a  borrowing  proposal  on  the 
part  of  the  Government  has  nothing  to  do 
with  a  Supply  Bill,  when  the  Government 
are  asking  for  authority  to  proceed  with 
their  functions  without  respect  to  the  oppo- 
sition of  the  House? 

Mr.  Harpek. — That  is  a  different  ques- 
titxi. 

Mr.  Roberts.— Does  the  hcmorable 
member  for  Memda  approve  of  bwrowing? 

Mr.  FRAZER. — The  honorable  member 
foi  Mernda  is  not  in  the  witness-box,  but  is 
now  assuming  the  attitude  of  adviser  to  the 
Government  on  the  Supply  Bill;  and  I 
think  that  the  borrowing  proposal  may  have 
much  influence  on  the  judgment  of  honor- 
able members.  I  desire  it  to  be  distinctly 
understood  by  the  country — if  no  impres- 
sion can  be  made  on  honorable  members— 
that  those  who  suf^rt  the  Supply  Bill  are 
supporting  a  Government  who  propose  to 
borrow  money  on  behalf  of  the  Common- 
wealth. The  hwiorable  member  for  Mernda 
may  laugh ;  for  several  years  past  he  has 
s;it  in  the  corner,  an3,  looking  wise,  put  in  an 
interjection  now  and  then,  usually  of  no  im- 
portance. I  have  never  Jieard  the  honorable 
member  give  ai^izm^pNiu^^QiiL value  to 
honorable  members  on  an  iroponant  question 
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before  them.  Until  the  Go\ernment  are 
prepared  to  show  their  intentions,  tlie  limita- 
tion of  one  month's  Supply  urged  by  the  hon- 
orable monber  for  Datley  is  the  extreme 
that  I  can  support.  I  know  that  a  number 
ot  honorable  members  chi  the  Government 
side  take  the  view  that  the  strength  of  num- 
bers will  carry  them  through,  and  that  there 
arc  nine  months  during  which  a  cloak  can 
be  thrown  over  their  betrayal.  But,  at  the 
same  "time,  it  is  of  some  urgency  that  in- 
telligent interest  should  be  devoted  to  the 
financial  interests  and  obligations  of  .  the 
country.  When  we  have  a  Supply  Bill  for 
the  expenditure  of  a  sum  of  money  in  the 
vicmity  of  000,000,  the  leqst  we  can 
expect  is  that,  at  any  rate,  half-a-dozen 
supporters  of  the  Government  should  be 
present  to  listen  to  the  debate.  I  suppose 
we  are  to  conclude- that  they  are  out  study- 
ing the  details  of  the  measure  in  sOTie  room 
within  the  precincts  of  the  House,  though  I 
have  the  greatest  doubt  on  the  point. 
[Quorum  formed.]  Before  we  can  be  jus- 
tified in  granting  Supply  for  two  months, 
Me  should  know  the  intentions  of  the  Go- 
vernment in  regard  to  borrowing,  and  also 
as  to  what  they  mean  by  the  temporary 
settlement  of  the  financial  relationship  be- 
tween the  Commonwealth  and  the  States. 
Do  the  Government  propose  to  adopt 
the  idea  of  the  present  Treasurer,  and 
continue  the  operation  of  the  Braddon 
section  for  a  number  of  years?  Does  the 
Treasurer  still  believe  in  the  proposals  he 
submitted  at  the  Brisbane  Premiers'  Con- 
ference in  the  name  of  his  Government — 
pioposals  which  were  afterwards  repudiated 
by  his  colleagues?  The  only  thing  we 
can  get  from  the  Treasurer  is  a  smile,  and 
the  only  time  we  can  get  a  smile  is  when  he 
w  sitting  on  the  Ministerial  benches.  The 
right  hcMWrable  gentleman  was  one  of  the 
s.iddest  personalities  I  ewr  had  the  privi- 
lege of  gazing  on  during  the  months  he 
occupied  a  seat  in  the  Opposition  Corner ; 
and  he  got  back  to  the  Ministerial  benches 
as  soon  as  possible,  and  now  is  smiling 
again.  Seeing  that  he  is  in  such  a  mood, 
perhaps  he  would  be  pleased  to  tell  us  what 
the  Government  propose  to  do  in  r^ard  to 
the  financial  relationship  between  the  Com- 
monwealth and  the  States? 

Sir  John  Forrest. — 1  shall  tell  the  hon- 
orable member  as  soon  as  I  can. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— Are  we  to  assume  that 
the  Government  do  not  know  their  own 
mind  on  this  important  financial  question, 
and  that  they  are  seeking  time  to  consider 
it,  by  asking  for  two  months'  Supply?  We 


have,  at  all  events,  an  admission  by  tne 
Treasurer  that  tlie  Government  at  present 
do  not  know  what  they  are  going  to  pro- 
pose. We  may  also  gather  from  their  sil- 
ence on  the  subject  that  they  have  not  yet 
made  up  their  minds  whether  or  not  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  proposed  loan  to  carry  out 
certain  works  in  connexion  with  the  Post- 
master-General's Department.  Then,  again, 
we  have  had  no  statement  from  them  as  to 
what  they  intend  to  do  in  regard  to  finding 
the  money  that  may  be  required  for  a  Driod- 
noughi.  I  think  the  Treasurer  led  us  to 
believe  that  it  was  the  Minister  of  De- 
fence who  said,  in  effect — "  Never  mind 
about  the  money  tmtil  we  see  whether  the 
British  Government  are  going  to  accept  our 
offer." 

Sir  John  FoRREST.—The  boncn-able  mem- 
ber has  misunderstood  me.  I  have  never 
led  him  to  believe  anything  of  the  kind. 

Mr.  FRAZER. — I  saw  the  statement  at- 
tributed in  print  to  a  member  of  the  present 
Government. 

Mr.  Fisher. — To  the  Minister  6i  De- 
fence. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— I  believe  that  it  was. 

Mr.  Livingston. — The  Treasurer,  like 
the  honorable  member,  is  a  Scotdiman,  and 
he  will  think. 

Mr.  FRAZER. — He  is  not  thinking  aloud 
at  ail  events,  and  is  not  giving  us  any  in- 
formation as  to  the  intentions  of  the  Go- 
vernment with  regard  to  facing  our  financial 
obligations.  In  seeking  leave  to  introduce 
the  Bill;  the  Treasurer  said  that  the  large 
sum  for  which  he  asked  in  respect  of  Trea- 
surer's Advance,  was  required  to  pay  for 
works  in  anticipation  of  their  being  autho- 
rized bv  Parliament. 

Sir  John  Forrest, — No;  I  said  we  re- 
quired to  pay  fOT  works  that  had  been 
authorized  and  were  in  course  of  ctxistruc- 
tion. 

Mr.  FRAZER. — If  it  is  required  to  en- 
able works  that  have  been  authorized  by 
Parliament  to  be  completed,  there  can  be 
no  serious  objection. 

Mr.  Roberts. — But  no  payment  will  be 
due  in  that  regard  until  the  middle  of  July 
next. 

Mr.  FRAZER. — I  agree  that  there  is  no 
urgent  necessity  for  the  Bill.  The  Go- 
vernment have  not  shown  that  it  is  urgent ; 
they  are  simply  relying  on  thdr  '*  diinking  ** 
majority  to  pass  it.  When  items  relating  to 
now  works  and  buildings  have  been  sub- 
mitted, in  scnne  cases  the  Minister  of  the  dav 
has  told  us  that  c^^iij^^!y:@ci,^^^hed 
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Sir  John  Forrest. — The  Treasurer's  Ad- 
vance Account  is  recouped  from  a  re-vote. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— I  agree  to  that  course 
of  procedure  for  the  time  being,  but  I  ob- 
ject to  the  Treasurer  authorizing  new  works 
in  anticipation  of  Parliament  approving  of 
them.  That  has  been  done  befwe  in  this 
Parliament. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  think  not,  except 
perhaps  in  some  small  cases. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— The  method  is  most  ob- 
jectimable. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — ^Tbe  <rf>iect  of  the 
Treasurer's  Advance  is  to  provide  for  un- 
foreseen or  unexpected  expenditure. 

Sir  WiLUAM  LvNE. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber will  find  that  some  of  this  money  is 
wanted  to  pay  for  the  extension  of  contracts 
approved  by  departmental  officers,  and  now 
befwe  the  Treasurer. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— If  that  is  so,  it  is  a 
serious  matter. 

Sir  WiLUAM  LvNE. — It  is  serious,  and 
that  is  why  I  tried  to  stop  the  course  pro- 
posed. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— If  the  financial  state- 
ment is  not  to  be  made  until  the  end  of 
August,  we  shall  probably  find  that  some- 
thing like  ;^^50,oco  has  been  paid  out  of 
the  Treasurer's  Advance  in  respect  of  works 
that  may  not  subsequently  be  authorized  by 
Parliament. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — No.  We  do  not  do 
that.  The  Treasurer's  Advance  is  to  pro- 
vide for  unforeseen  expmdlture. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— What  does  the  Trea- 
surer estimate  that  extraordinary  expen- 
diture will  be? 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Very  little. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— And  yet  the  right  hon- 
orable gentleman  is  asking  for  an  advance 
of  ;^ioo,ooo.  If  it  is  really  necessary  to 
vote  anything  approaching  ^100,000  to 
admit  ck  the  completion  of  works  autho- 
rized last  year,  the  departmental  <^Scers 
must  have  been  lacking  in  energy  in  pro- 
ceeding with  them. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  Appropriation 
Bill  was  not  passed  until  some  months  after 
the  beginning  of  the  financial  year. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— Quite  so ;  and  by 
granting  two-months*  Supply  we  offer  the 
Government  no  inducement  to  submit  their 
financial  i»oposals  earlier  than  they  did 
last  year. 

Mr.  Palmer. — Did  not  the  honorable 
member  assist  in  what  was  done  last  year? 

Mr.  FRAZER.— I  have  never  agreed  to 
any  proposal  that  would  delay  or  render 


impossible  a  general  discusaon  on  the 
financial  proposals  of  the  Govemnlent  of 
the  day. 

Sir  John  Forrest.  —  Three-months' 
Suppiy  was  granted  last  year, 

Mr.  FRAZER.— The  Treasurer  knows 
that  that  was  to  permit  of  Parliament 
being  in  recess  during  the  visit  of  the 
American  Fleet.  If  we  are  to  have  Supply 
Bills  of  this  kind  introduced  from  time  to 
time,  we  shall  never  have  a  general  dis- 
cussion on  the  financial  proposals  of  the 
Government.  Another  complaint  that  I 
hare  to  make  against  the  Treasurer  is  that 
he  did  not  explain  why  the  Government 
do  not  propose  to  make  the  first  payment 
to  old-age  pensioners  under  the  Federal  Act 
until  the  28th  July  next.  The  Act  has 
been  in  force  for  almost  twelve  months. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — And  the  Labour 
party  have  been  in  office  during  most  of 
that  time. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— The  ex-Prime  Minister 
will  agree  with  me  that,  had  he  remained 
in  office,  the  old-age  pensioners  all  over 
Australia  would  have  received  their  first 
payment  on  the  r4th  July. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  do  not  think  so. 
It  has  been  the  custom  in  New  South 
Wales  to  pay  the  pensions  monthly. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— The  Treasurer  has 
heard  so  much  in  this  House  of  what  is 
done  in  New  South  Wales  that  he  thinks 
the  practice  there  should  rule  Australia. 
The  fact  that  pensi<»is  under  the  old  sys- 
tem have  been  paid  only  once  a  month  in 
New  South  Wales  does  not  rid  us  of  the 
obligation  of  the  Commonwealth  to  meet 
its  demands  as  they  fall  due.  It  was  in 
tended  that  the  first  payment  of  old-age 
pensirais  under  the  C(HnmonweaIth  Acl 
should  be  made  all  over  Australia  on  the 
14th  of  July, 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — I  was  going  to  pay 
old-age  pensions  on  ist  July  next. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— The  Act  does  not  be- 
come operative  imtil  ist  July  next,  so  that 
if  the  honwable  member  had  made  the  first 
payment  upon  that  date  he  would  have 
been  paying  claims  a  fortnight  in  advance. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  have  not  altered 
the  arrangements  made  by  my  predecessor. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— If  the  right  honorable 
member  seriously  makes  that  statement, 
there  is  a  big  discrepancy  between  it  and  the 
assertion  of  another  honorable  member  of 
this  House. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  have  given  no 
instructions.  The  matter  was  settled  be- 
fon  I  assumed  office.  ^  ■ 
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Mr.  FRAZER.— Why  cannot  the  Trea- 
surer make  the  first  payment  throughout 
Australia  about  the  middle  of  next  month  ? 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  honorable 
member  does  not  realize  the  difficulty  of 
preparing  few  this  great  event. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— The  Treasurer  must 
know  that  the  officers  of  the  Department 
have  had  a  year  in  which  to  prepare  for  it. 
I  am  satisfied  that  if  our  aged  poor  had 
had  to  relj'  upon  the  right  honorable  mem- 
ber and  his  party  they  would  have  had  to 
wait  five  years  befrae  they  would  have  (A- 
tained  pensions.  It  was  only  the  action 
of  the  Labour  part>'  which  forced  their 
hands-^ — 

Mr.  TiLLEV  Bkown.-— Is  the  honorable 
member  the  only  pebble  on  the  beach? 
There  are  other  men  here  quite  as  good 
as  he. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— But  they  were  not  sent 
from  Indi.  I  repeat  that  if  the  late  Prime 
Minister  had  remained  in  office  old-age 
pen»ons  would  have  been  paid  throughout 
Australia  on  the  14th  July  next. 

Mr.  Palmer. — He  has  been  in  oflSce. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— But  he  is  not  in  office 
now.  Unfortunately  for  the  aged  poor  of 
the  community,  the  Labour  Ministry  were 
deposed  about  a  fortnight  too  soon. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Broi^'n.— Poor  things. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— The  honorable  member 
can  afford  to  sit  in  this  Chamber  and  re- 
gard our  old-age  pensioners  as  "  poor 
things."  But  I  would  remind  him  that 
to  the  person  who  is  in  need  of  the  pension 
of  ten  shillings  a  week  it  is  a  matter  of 
serious  concern  whether  he  receives  his  first 
payment  on  14th  July  or  on  29th  July. 
The  Go^'errmient  ought  to  be  able  to  offer 
some  explanation  of  their  inability  to  make 
the  firjit  payment  of  old-age  pensions 
throughout  Australia  about  the  middle  of 
next  month  other  than  that  they  have  per- 
mitted the  officers  of  the  Treasury  to  take 
their  own  course.  Such  an  explanation 
ought  to  be  presented  before  they  are  per- 
mitted any  longer  to  discharj^  the  f unctiCHis 
of  a  Government.  Even  if  Ministers  en- 
tertain a  contempt  for  the  Opposition  in 
this  Chamber,  it  is  their  dutv  to  indicate 
their  proposals  in  regard  to  the  adjustment 
of  the  future  financial  relations  of  the  Cwn- 
monwealth  and  the  States,  the  taking  over 
of  the  State  debts,  and  other  matters  of 
vital  importance,  without  delay.  There 
also  rests  upon  them  an  obligation  in  re- 
spert  of  the  payment  of  old-age  pensions. 
Until  a  satisfactory  explanation  upon  these 


matters  is  forthcoming,  I  am  not  prepared 
to  vote  in  favour  of  granting  them  more 
than  a  m<»ith's  Supply. 

Mr.  KELLY  (Wentworth)  [5.4].— I  pro- 
pose to  detain  tne  House  <Mily  for  a  few 
moments.   The  honorable  member  for  Kal- 
goorlie  has  stated  that  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  Government  to  outline  tlieir  policy  in 
respect  of  all  questions  claiming  atten- 
tion,    whenever    temporary    Supply  is 
asked   for.     Such   a   contention   is  not 
one   which   will   be  patiently  listened  to 
by  honorable  members.    But  I  have  risen 
chiefly  because  of  certain  remarks  of  the 
honorable  manber  for  Hume,  who,  in  his 
opening  periods,  referred  to  the  truly  awful 
state  in  which  he  found  the  Treasury  after 
the  retirement  from  the  last  Deakin  Ad- 
ministration of  the  present  Treasurer.  The 
hcHiorable  member  did  not  say  so — but,  no 
doubt,  it  was  equally  true  —  that  whilst 
upon  taking  control  of  the  Treasury  he 
found  it  a  veritable  Augean  stable,  he  left 
il,  after  a  few  months,  absolutely  cleaned 
out !   That  being  so,  no  doubt  the  right  hon- 
orable member  for  Swan  will  find  it  very 
difficult  to  submit  a  financial  statement  as 
early  as  his  predecessor  may  think  desir- 
able.   To  my  mind  it  is  rather  unfortunate 
that  disparaging  remarks  concerning  the 
Treasurer  should  emanate  from  a  gentleman 
who  has  recently  been  ousted  from  that 
office.    In  this  connexion  I  am  f<»cibly  re- 
minded of  a  saying  of  Professcff  Mahaffy, 
the  celebrated  Irish  wit,  to  the  effect 
that   what    a   certain    dean,    who  had 
been  disappointed  in  a  bishopric,  missed 
"  was    not    the    goodly    fellowship  of 
the    prophets,    but    the    goodly  profits 
of  the  fellowship."    Should  the  Treasurer 
deliver  his  Budget  speech  at  an  early  date, 
I  hope  it  will  be  a  better  deliverance 
than  that  to  which  honorable  members 
listened  when  the  honorable  member  for 
Hume  oa;upied  that  position.    I  recollect 
that  the  honorable  member  far  Cwio  de- 
scribed  his   Budget   speech  as  having 
three  main   faults.      He  said  the  first 
fault  was  that  it  was  read,  the  second  that 
it  was  read  badly,  and  the  third  that  it 
was  not  worth  reading.     I  sincerely  hope 
that  when  the  right  honorable  member  for 
Swan  presents  his  financial  statement,  it 
will   be  worth  hearing,   and  afterwards 
worth  reading  and  digesting.    It  would  be 
a  pitv  if  any  Government  were  permitted 
to  fall  into  the  practice  of  submitting  its 
Budget  stat^ent  and  the  accompanying 
Estimates  so  late  in  the  year  that  it  would 
\7c  impossible  for  the  De|«,ff^^4^uge 
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their  next  year's  requirements  by  the  actual 
expenditure  for  the  preceding  year.  Of 
course,  I  rea>gnise  that  the  present  Ministry 
occupy  a  rather  disadvantageous  positiui,  in 
that  they  have  been  in  office  only  a  short  time. 
The  Leader  of  the  Opposition  has  declared 
that  upon  assuming  oxitrol  of  the  ^airs 
of  government,  they  ought  to  have  been 
frepared  to  submit  their  policy  to  the 
House ;  but  he  apparently  forgets  that  it  took 
bis  Government  a.whole  recess  in  which  to 
frame  its  policy.  Do  we  not  recollect  that 
while  Europe  was  on  the  verge  of  an  awful 
ciitaclysm,  we  could  get  nothing  from  the 
hcmorable  member  other  than  a  statement 
that  in  a  few  days — always  in  a  few  days ! 
— at  a  place  called  Gympie.  he  intended  to 
say  sttnething  which  would  Matter  the 
hopes  of  the  German  Emperor?  We  have 
not  yet  seen  his  proposals  embodied  in  a 
Budget. 

Mr.  Mathews. — The  honorable  member 
took  good  care  that  he  would  not. 

Mr.  KELLY.— I  trust  that  my  honor- 
able friends  opposite  will  extend  a  certain 
amount  of  leniencv  to  me,  because  thev 
know  that,  in  speaking  from  this  side  of 
the  House,  I  occupy  a  scraewhat  unusual 
positicwi.  But  whilst  I  experience  some  dif- 
ficulty in  adjusting  myself  to  the  altered 
political  circumstances,  I  congratulate  my 
honorable  friends  upon  the  ease  with  which 
th^  can  get  up  and  declaim  against  hor- 
•  rible  injustices  which  year  after  year  when 
<m  this  side  of  the  House  they  permitted  to 
pass  unnoticed. 

Mr.  Mathews. — The  honorable  member 
will  have  his  turn  now. 

Mr.  KELLY. — No,  I  shall  not,  because 
I  shall  not  forego  my  right,  nor  do  I 
think  the  Prime  Minister  expects  his 
supporters  to  forego,  their  right  of  free 
riiticism.  But  while  we  enjoy  that  right, 
it  is  our  duty  to  extend  svmpathv  and  lati- 
tude to  the  present  Adnunistration,  seeing 
that  they  have  only  just  assumed  office.  I 
hope  that  the  Government  will  be  able  to 
give  the  House  full  and  adequate  reasons 
why  they  are  asking  for  two  months'  Sup- 
ply. I  believe  that  such  reasons  will  be 
forthcoming. 

Mr.  Frazer. — Should  not  those  reasons 
have  been  given  earlier  this  afternoon? 

Mr.  KELLY.— I  have  never  heard  of 
such  a  course  being  adopted  until  after  the 
House  had  resolved  itself  into  a  Ccsnmittee 
of  Supply.  But  I  think  that  honorable 
mpmbers  will  do  this  Government  the  jus- 
tice of  seeing  that  they  get  suiBcient  Supply 
to  carry  them  beyond  the  immediate  neces- 


sities of  the  position.  There  is  at  present 
a  motion  of  no-confidence  pending.  The 
discussion  on  that  motion  may  last— if  the 
speeches  delivered  this  afternoon  are  anv 
indication— for  months.  The  Public  Ser- 
vice of  the  country  must  be  carried  on  in 
the  meantime. 

Mr.  Mathews.— The  honorable  member 
has  been  reading  the  Age  newspaper. 

Mr.  KELLY.- 1  alwavs  read  the  Age 
newspaper.  I  find  it  an  excellent  guide  as 
to  what  are  not  the  facts.  I  have  alwavs 
read  it  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Tudor.— It  is  the  honorable  mem- 
oer  s  official  organ  to-day. 

Mr.  KELLY.-^Ah  I  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Yarra  has  not  seen  the  Age's  de- 
scription of  me. 

Mr.  Tilley  Brown.— It  was  the  honor- 
able member  for  Yarra's  organ  at  one  time. 
Mr.  Tudor.— Never. 

Mr.  KELLY.— I  trust  that  honorable 
members  generally  will  do  the  Government 
the  justice  to  proceed  at  once  with  the  dis- 
cussion of  this  Supply  Bill,  and  so  enable 
the  services  of  the  country  to  be  carried 
on.  Honorable  members  opposite  will  be 
able  to  give  further  vent  to  their  indignation 
at  having  been  ejected  from  office  after  the 
Supply  Bill  is  disposed  of. 

M  (B'-Trier)  [5. n]— When 

the  honorable  member  for  West  Sydney  was 
speaking  some  time  sro,  he  asked  what 
act  of  maladministration  the  Fisher  Go- 
vernment had  committed.    I  think  that  it 
was  the  honorable  member  for  Fawkner 
who  ..lid,    "  What  about   the  telephone 
rates?       I  understood  from  that  remark 
that  the  honorable  member  considered  that 
ari  act  of  maladministration  had  been  com- 
mitted by  the  Fisher  Government  in  their 
proposed  alteration  of  the  telephone  rates 
As  that  matter  was  connected  with  the  Post 
and  Telegraph  Department,  in  which  I  was 
interested  at  the  time,  it  will  not,  perhaps, 
be  amiss  If  for  a  little  time  I  deal  with 
the  question  of  the  telephone  rates.    I  may 
at  the  commencement,  deal  briefly  with  the 
historv  of  the  telephone  service  so  far  as 
the   Commonwealth   Government   is  con- 
cerned.   When  the  Post  and  Telegraph  Act 
was   passed,  as   honorable  membefs  are 
aware,  not  only  did  the  Commonwealth 
take  over  the  ordinary  postal  services,  but 
also  the  telegraphic  and  telephonic  services 
At  that  time,  in  every  State  in  Australia, 
the  telephone  rates  were  on  what  is  known 
as  the  flat  rate  system.    That  is  ta  sav.  a 
ceitain  sum  of  tmmzemhe^aO^  vear 


i90 


Supply  Bia    [REPRESENTATIVES.]        {No.  1). 


to  the  Department  by  each  subscriber,  who 
was  permitted  to  have  an  unlimited  number 
of  calls.  I  believe  that  in  Sydney  and 
Melbourne  the  business  man  had  to 
pay    £9  annum    for    his  tele- 

phone, while  the  private  subscriber 
paid  j£5  per  annum.  In  Adelaide  the 
business  man  paid  j£io  per  annum,  and 
enjoyed  an  unlimited  number  of  calls ; 
whilst  in  Brisbane  he  paid  £6.  I  have  not 
at  the  moment  the  figures  for  Perth  and 
Hobart.  In  1901,  when  speaking  on.  the 
Post  and  Telegra  ph  Bill,  I  protested 
against  what  I  thought  was  an  unfair  sys- 
tem, namely,  that  subscribers  should  be 
charged  alike,  irrespective  of  the  use  made 
of  the  telei^oie.  I  thought  that  the  flat 
rate  was  unfair,  unjust,  and  tmbu^ness- 
like.  I  mention  this  because  scrnie  of  the 
metropolitan  newspapers — I  refer  especi- 
ally to  the  Meltwurne  newspapers ;  the 
principal  dailies  in  Sydney  said  little  of 
an  unfair  character  about  the  proposed  al- 
teration of  rates — accused  me  of  being  al- 
together swayed  by  the  opinions  of  the 
officials  of  the  Department  in  the  policy 
which  I  proposed  to  inaugurate.  In  view 
of  that  charge,  I  may  be  pardoned  for 
reading  one  or  two  extracts  from  speeches 
made  by  me  in  this  House.  Speaking  on 
the  13th  August,  1901,  I  said— 

I  think  a  diffeieot  system  from  the  one  we 
have  now,  of  simply  charging  so  much  for 
business  places  and  so  much  for  the  houses 
bolder,  migbt  well  be  adopted.  I  do  not  know 
what  the  charge  is  in  Victoria,  but  in  'New 
South  Wales,  if  a  person  desires  to  have  the 
telephone  laid  on  to  his  business  house  he  pays 
£10  a  year,  and  if  to  his  private  house  ^5  a 
year,  irrespective  of  the  extent  to  which  the 
telepbone  is  used.  It  seems  to  me  rather  ab- 
surcl  that  ah  bote]  like  tbe  Hotel  Australia 
should  pay  a  rate  of  ;^io  per  annum  for  a  tele- 
phone that  will  probably  be  working  all  day 
and  all  night,  while  a  business  person  will  have 
to  pay  exactly  the  same  amount  for  a  tele- 
phone which  be  may  not  use  for  more  than 
half  aa  bour  in  each  day,  and  that  the  same 
anomaly  should  exist  with  regard  to  private 
houses  irrespective  of  their  size. 

I  find  that  I  made  a  slight  mistake  when 
I  spoke  of  business  houses  having  to  pay 
j£io  a  year  in  New  South  Wales.  It 
should  have  been  j£g.  On  the  17th  No- 
vember, 1904,  I  spoke  for  a  considerable 
time  on  postal  affairs,  dealing  at  length 
with  the  toll  system.  I  pointed  out  that 
the  system  was  bdng  universally  adopted, 
and  gave  quotations  from  England, 
America,  and  various  other  parts  of  the 
world,  showing  the  advantages  of  the  toll 
system  over  the  flat-rate  system.  On  the 
22nd  November,  1905,  I  asked  some  ques- 
3lr.  Thomas. 


tions  of  the  then  Postmaster-General,  (he 
honorable  member  for  Eden-Monaro.  In 
his  reply,  he  informed  me  that  the  Grand 
Hotel,  Melbourne,  was  paying  per 
annum  fra  two  telephcxies,  and  that  the 
Hotel  Australia,  Sydney,  was  paying  jQ^y 
per  annum  for  its  telephaies;  and  that 
the  fees  paid  to  operators  alone  on  account 
of  the  Grand  Hotel,  Melbourne,  came  to 
j£4o  13s.  ■9d.,  and  for  the  Hotel  Aus- 
tralia, £$4  145.  9d.  per  annum.  On  the 
i6th  December,  1905,  I  asked  the  follow- 
ing question  of  the  Postmaster-General,  the 
honorable  member  for  Eden-Monaro — 

Has  the  Postmaster-General  made  up  his  mind 
to  adopt  tbe  toll  system  of  Charges  for  tele- 
phooic  senrices? 

The  reply  given  was — 

Both  the  toll  and  flat  rate  systems  arc  unJer 
consideration,  and  when  a  decision  is  arrived 
at  I  shall  be  glad  to  inform  tbe  hoaornble 
member. 

Speaking  on  the  Estimates,  on  the  7th  No- 
vember, 1908,  when,  I  think,  the  honorable 
member  for  Maribyrnong  was  Postmaster- 
General,  I  raised  the  questi<Hi  of  the  tele- 
phone system,  asking  him  whether  he  in- 
tended to  make  the  toll  system  universal 
throughout  Australia.  I  pointed  out  that, 
under  the  then  system  of  compelling  all 
new  subscribers  to  come  in  under  the  toll 
system,  but  permitting  those  under  the  flat 
rate  to  remain  so  if  thev  desired,  we  were 
acting  unfairly.  I  stated  that  if  we  were' 
not  prepared  to  make  !  he  tol  I  system 
universal,  we  should  do  away  with  it  alto- 
gether, and  allow  those  at  present  under  it 
to  come  in  under  the  flat  rate.  I  expressed 
the  hope  that  before  the  sessi(Hi  was  over 
the  Minister  would  be  able  to  inform  the 
House  that  the  Government  were  prepared 
to  adopt  the  toll  system.  Later  on,  in  the 
same  sitting,  whilst  the  Postmaster- Gene- 
ral was  replying  to  criticisms  upon  the 
Postal  Estimates,  I  again  asked  him, 
"  What  about  the  toll  system  and  the  flat 
rate?"    His  reply  was — 

That  is  too  big  a  question  to  denl  with  to- 
night. I  am  going  to  consider  the  matter. 
Tbe  honorable  member  should  not  expect  me  to 
say  right  off  what  I  am  going  to  do  oa  such  3 
great  question. 

I  think  that  by  these  quotations  I  have  been 
able  to  show  that  whaterer  I  may  have  done 
whilst  Postmaster-Geno-al,  I  was  not  neces- 
sarily influenced,  in  proporing  to  substitute 
the  toil  system  for  the  flat  rate  system,  bv 
any  pressure  brought  to  bear  upon  me  hv 
ofiicials  in  the  Department^  I  had  spoken 
SCT-eral  times  on  ^,g^@o®gt^o"**^- 
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as  had  other  honorable  members,  including 
the  honorable  member  for  Gwydir,  who  also 
advocated  the  substitutiwi  of  the  toll  system 
for  the  flat  rate  system.  A  report  <hi  the 
subject  had  also  been  obtained  by  tbe  tlien 
Deakin  Government  from  Mr.  Hesketh,  the 
■electrical  engineer,  who  had  been  to  Eng- 
land and  America  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
quiring into  the  matter.  He  presented  a 
^-ery  valuable  report  up<xi  telephonic  ser- 
vices. The  Governraait  of  the  day,  after 
the  presentation  of  that  repwt,  announced 
that  they  intended  to  make  scane  alterations 
in  the  telephone  rates.  Immediately  that 
announcement  was  made,  the  big  users  of 
telephones  were  up  in  arms.  The  news- 
papers started  at  once  to  thunder  against  any 
alteratioi  in  the  charges.  There  was  a  very 
big  outcry  made  by  Chambers  of  Commerce 
and  newspaper  proprietors.  The  Govern- 
ment of  the  day  commenced  answering  some 
■of  the  objections  that  were  raised  to  the  pro- 
posed alteration,  by  stating  that  the  charges 
they  were  then  making  were  practically 
lower  than  the  charges  levied  anywhere 
<lse  in  the  world.  Sc«ne  figures  were  given 
to  the  press  at  that  time,  which  showed 
that  tbe  charges  in  London,  Berlin,  Phila- 
del[rfiia,  Chicago,  and  other  places  were 
<K)nsiderably  higher  than  those  which  pre- 
vailed in  Australia.  One  result  was  that  the 
Argus  came  out  on  13th  March,  1906,  with 
some  statements  which  I  feel  sure  will  be 
heard  now  with  verv  great  pleasure  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Darling.  The  hon- 
orable member  has  always  contended  that 
tx»mpetition  does  not  make  things  cheaper. 
He  has  always  insisted  that  competition 
means  waste,  and  that  its  effect  is  to  make 
things  dearer  rather  than  cheaper.  The 
Argus,  in  replying  to  the  information  sup- 
plied at  the  time  by  the  Department,  made 
this  statement — 

In  the  United  States  competition  has  greatly 
increased  the  cost  of  telephoning. 

That  is  something  which  will  be  read  with 
pleasure,  not  only  by  the  htxiorable  member 
for  Darling,  hut  also  by  those  who,  like 
TOVself,  have  some  leanings  towards  the 
theories  and  aims  of  Socialism.  The  Argus 
went  on  to  sav — 

Private  companies  anxious  to  provide  the  best 
services  think  nothing  of  "  scrapping "  switcB- 
hoards  and  other  apparaln,  superseded  by  later 
inventions,  in  wholesale  fashion.  Hence  their 
capital  outlaf  has  grown  enormouslT,  and  a 
very  large  revenue  has  to  be  earned  to  pay 
interest  and  maintenance  charges.  And  in 
America  the  telephone  is  not,  owing  to  the 
rates,  anrthinc;  like  as  popular  as  miphl  be 
expected  in  view  of  the  density  of  population. 


Here,  in  Australia,  the  Postal  Department  has 
not  got  to  meet  competition.  It  has  a  monopoly. 
There  is  no  necessity  for  it  to  spend  money  on 
improvements,  and  it  can  keep  its  expenses  aown 
to  a  minimum. 

I  was  rather  pleased  at  the  time  to  read 
that  statement  in  the  Argus,  which  certainly 
is  not  a  Socialistic  paper.   After  this  agita- 
tion had  been  going  on  for  some  time,  the 
then  Deakin  Government  announced  that 
they  were  not  prepared  to  make  it  compul- 
sory for  any  one  <xi  the  flat  rate  to  come 
under  the  toll  system.     They  intended  to 
introduce  the  toll  system,  but  would  not 
make  it  compulsory  for  any  one  on  the  flat 
rate  to  come  under  that  system.  They  de- 
cided, however,  that  all  new  subscribers 
should  be  gi'i'en  no  alternative,  and  must 
start  under  the  toll  system.  Immediately 
this  -was  announced,  the  oppositicm  ceased 
to  a  very  great  extent,  because  all  the  big 
users  learned  that,  if  they  so  desired,  they 
could  continue  under  the  fiat  rate  system.  At 
that  time  it  was  not  considered  necessary  for 
the  Deakin  Government  to  make  any  special 
inquiry    before    taking   the   action  they 
proposed  to  take.    When  it  was  proposed 
to  substitute  the  toll  system  for  the  flat  rate 
system  a  special  inquiry  was  demanded, 
but  immediately  the  Government  announced 
that  if  was  to  be  optional  with  existing  sub- 
scribers under  the  flat  rate  system  to  come 
under  the  toll  system,  the  agitation  for  the 
special  inquiry  ceased.  In  the  circumstances, 
I  should  now  like  to  ask  Ministers  whv,  if 
they  cannot  bring  all  people  under  the  toll 
system  to-day  without  a  special  inquiry,  the 
previous  Deakin  Government  were  able  to 
bring  all  new  subscribers  under  that  system 
without  such  an  inquiry  ?    Of  course,  the 
xe&son  is  obvious,  that  in  dealing  with  big 
users  the  Government  were  dealing  with 
big  men,  and  with  sane  Governments  appa- 
rentlv  it  is  necessary  that  big  users  should 
be  dealt  with  in  a  diflTerent  way  frwn  that 
in  which   small   users   are.  Immediatelv 
the    big    user    knew    that    he  could  re- 
main under  the  fiat  rate  system  there  was  no 
necessity  for  further  inquiry  ;  but  when  I,  as 
Postmaster-General,  said  that  all  men,  rich 
and  poor,  should  be  treated  alike,  it  was 
declared  to  be  necessary  that  there  should 
be  a  special  inquiry.    That  inquiry  has 
been  granted  by  the  present  Government, 
and  we  understand  that  nothing  can  he  done 
until  it  is  completed.    In  1905  I  was  in- 
formed by  Mr.  Austin  Chapman,  who  was 
Postmaster-General  at  the  time,  that  the 
Grand  Hotel  was  paying         a  vear  in  re- 
venue to  the  Department,  and  received  for 
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this  payment  semces  involving  an  expendi- 
ture by  the  Department  of  13^-  9cl-  i" 
operators'  fees  alone,  leaving  out  the  cost 
of  telephones,  switchboards,  and  the  cost  of 
looking  after  the  telephones.  The  Grand 
Hotel  Company  were  paying  the  Govern- 
ment ^rS  for  an  average  of  185  rings  per 
day  on  two  telephones,  and  £40  13s.  9d. 
was  expended  in  operators'  fees  alone  in 
supplying  the  services  rendered.  As  the 
Postmaster-General  is  present,  I  should  like 
to  ask  him  as  a  business  man — for  we  are 
given  to  understand  now  that  business  men 
are  in  charge  of  affairs — whether  he  thinks 
a  special  inquiry  was  necessary  to  find  out 
if  it  paid  the  Department  to  receive 
from  a  big  corporation  like  the  Grand  Hotel 
Company  and  pay  £40  in  operators' 
fees  alone  to  supply  the  services  rendered. 
I  shall  be  very  glad  to  know,  if  he  cares  to 
reply  to  my  remarks,  why  it  is  necessary  to 
have  a  report  prepared  by  special  account- 
ants in  order  to  discover  matters  of  that 
kind.  To  show  the  very  glaring  anomalies 
in  ccmnexion  with  our  present  system,  a  re- 
cord of  the  calls  over  the  Sydney  net  work 
for  a  week  was  taken.  It  was  found  that 
large  business  houses  averaged  from  ten 
to  one  hundred  rings  per  day  over  each  line, 
for  a  payment  of  £9  a  year.  Small  business 
houses  averaged  from  two  to  ten  calls  per 
dav  over  each  line  for  a  like  payment.  As 
regards  large  hotels  and  boarding-houses 
some  averaged  five  rings  a  day,  and  others 
sixty-one  rings  a  day,  for  a  payment  of 
^9  a  year.  Medium'  hotels  and  boarding- 
houses  averaged  from  five  to  forty-five  rings 
per  day  over  each  line,  while  small  cmes 
averaged  from  three  to  ten  rings  a  day 
over  each  line.  As  regards  private  houses 
where  the  flat  rate  of  £5  a  year  prevailed, 
it  was  found  that  they  averaged  from  two 
to  fifty-four  rings  per  day  over  each  line.  I 
do  not  know  why  a  special  committee  of 
actuaries  or  accountants  was  required  in 
order  to  prove  that  a  system  like  that,  con- 
taining as  it  does  so  many  anOTnalies,  ought 
to  be  altered  at  the  very  first  opportunity. 

Mr.  Hedges. — Has  the  honorable  mem- 
ber given  an  average  of  the  calls,  or  has  he 
only  picked  out  figures,  because  some  places 
are  not  rung  up  once  a  day? 

Mr.  THOMAS.— The  Department  took 
a  record  of  the  calls  for  a  week.  In  some 
rases  private  houses  averaged  fifty-four 
rings  a  day  for  seven  days,  while  others 
averaged  only  two  rings  a  day  for  the 
week.  That  was  taken  to  be  the  average 
number  of  daily  calls  throughout  the  year. 
The  Deakin  Government  decided  to  aban- 


don to  some  extent  the  flat  rate.  They  an- 
nounced that  all  new  subscribers  must  come 
under  the  toll  system,  under  which  every 
one  has  to  pay  a  rent  of  £5  a  year,  and 
is  entitled  to  2,000  free  rings.  This 
seemed  to  me  a  very  absurd  arrangement, 
because  business  people  and  private  perstms 
had  to  pay  exactly  the  same  ground  rent, 
and  were  allowed  the  same  number  of  free 
rings.  Most  business  people,  even  in  a 
small  way,  used  practically  2,000  rings  a 
year,  which  represent,  I  think,  six  or  seven 
rings  a  day.  Private  persons,  however* 
did  not  by  any  me^ns  use  their  allowance. 
In  fact,  in  suburbs,  if  we  leave  out  busi- 
ness people,  80  per  cent,  of  the  subscribers 
would  not  use  i.ooo  free  rings  a  year. 
The  concession  was  practically  of  no  use 
to  private  people,  because  they  did  not  use 
the  telephone  to  the  extent  of  the  limit 
for  free  rings.  While  I  was  at  the  Depart- 
ment I  had  a  summary  made  of  the  daily 
calls  from  the  exchange  at  Malvern,  which 
I  should  think,  a  very  fair  sample  of  the 
suburbs  of  Melbourne.  As  regards  private 
rendences  we  found  that  20  per  cent,  of 
the  subscribers  averaged  one  call,  39  per 
cent,  two  calls,  13  per  cent,  two  and  a 
half  calls,  and  9  per  cent,  three  calls. 
In  other  words,  80  per  cent,  of  the  sub- 
scribers did  not  use  their  telephone  three 
times  a  day,  showing  that  the  concession  of 
2,000  free  calls  a  year  was  of  very  little 
use  to  them.  Some  business  men,  of  course, 
exceeded  the  limit,  but  the  great  majority 
did  not  go  over  it  very  much.  These  are 
thenncMnalies  which  I  found  when  I  altered 
the  Department,  and  I  thought  it  was  my 
duty,  without  loss  of  time,  to  make  ah 
alteration.  I  announced  that  I  intended, 
with  the_  consent  of  the  Government,  to 
make  the  toll  system  universal.  We  issued 
our  charges,  and  were  told  by  some  news- 
papers and  some  Chambers  of  Commerce 
that  they  were  exorbitant.  I  understand 
that  the  Sydney  Chamber  of  Ccromerce 
was  fairly  well  pleased  with  our  scale,  but 
there  was  a  big  outcry  on  the  part  of  a 
number  of  business  people,  and  our  charges 
were  declared  to  be  exorbitant.  We  de- 
cided to  charge  a  ground  rent  of  £4  a 
year,  to  allow  no  free  calls,  and  to  charge 
one  half-penny  per  call  up  to  2,000  calls, 
and  over  that  number  one-third  of  a  penny 
per  call.  I  did  not  act  without  having  had 
figures  supplied  to  me  by  the  facials  ot 
the  Department.  Not  only  was  I  strength- 
ened by  their  figures,  but  the  rates  charged 
in  other  parts  of  the  world  justified  ni\ 
action.      If  we  leave  out   Sweden  and 
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Switzerland*  where  wages  are  no- 
thing like  so  high  as  they  are 
in  Australia,  no  other  country  has 
so  cheap  a  telephone  service  as  ours. 
I  was  told  by  one  authority  that  the  dif- 
ference between  the  wages  paid  in  Switzer- 
land and  those  paid  to  our  operators  is 
equivalent  to  a  difference  of  as  much  as 
j£2  in  the  working  of  each  telephone.  With 
the  exception  of  Sweden  and  Switzerland, 
there  is  no  place  in  the  world  where  a  net- 
work of  lines  such  as  there  is  in  each  of 
our  main  centres  of  population  costs  the 
subscribers  as  little  as  ours  would  have 
to  pay  were  the  rates  which  I  attempted  to 
impose  in  force.  The  Birmingham  rates 
come  nearest  to  those.  There  a  ground  rent 
of  3s.  and  an  extra  one  penny  per  call 
is  charged.  A  Birmingham  subscriber  who 
used  his  instnmient  on  the  average  only 
once  a  day  would  pay  £4  13s.  3d.  annu- 
ally, and  an  Australian  subscriber,  charged 
the  rates  of  the  Fisher  Government,  would 
pay  j£4  15s.  2d. ;  but  while  the  Birming- 
ham st^scriber  who  used  his  instrument 
on  the  average  twice  a  day  would  pay  £6 
3s.  rod.,  an  Australian  subscriber  would  pay 
CMiIy  jCs  los.  5d.  In  the  newspaper  report 
of  an  interview  with  the  present  Postmaster- 
General,  a  Mr.  Alcock.  a  member  of  the 
Melbourne  Chamber  of  Commerce,  is  repre- 
sented as  having  said  that  he  pays  £g  a 
year  for  the  use  of  the  telephone,  whereas, 
were  the  charges  which  I  endeavoured  to 
impose  in  facce,  he  would  have  to  pay  ^£26 
los.  a  year.  If  he  were  a  Birmingham  sub- 
scriber, and  used  his  telephone  as  much  as 
he  does  here,  he  would  have  to  pay  £6$  a 
year  f<M"  the  service.  I  have  asked  for  exact 
information  cm  the  subject  in  the  following 
question : — 

Whether  it  is  a  fact  that  a  Mr.  Alcock— a 
member  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Mel- 
bonme — at  a  deputation  that  waited  on  the  Fost- 
master-GcDeral  re  the  telephoDe  rates,  made  the 
following  Btatcment  : — "That  he  found  that  on 
one  of  the  telephones  for  which  he  was  paying 
£4  los.  per  half-year,  he  would  under  the  new 
telephone  rates  '{i.e.,  the  Fisher  Government 
rates)  have  to  pay  £2%  10s." — and  to  ask — 

(i)  If  this  statement  is  correct,  how  many 
tings  per  dav  of  31^  days  per  year 
would  there  l>e? 

[a)  And  how  much  would  be  paid  in  wa^es 
to  the  operators  alone  for  attending 
to  these  rings? 

No  doubt,  the  questiwi  will  be  answered 
directly  the  motion  is  disposed  of,  unless, 
of  course,  the  Opposition  is  fortunate  enough 
to  carry  it.  My  question  deals  with  a  year 
of  312  days,  because  it  is  not  usual  for 
business  men  to  use  their  cM<x  telephones 


on  Sunday.  Mr.  Alcock  apparently  makes 
about  50  rings  a  day,  which  must  cost  the 
Department  from  ;£io  tO;£ii  in  operators' 
fees  alone,  although  the  Governm«it  re- 
ceives ctfily  j£g  from  the  subscriber. 

Sir  John  Quick.. — Any  calculation  of 
cost  must  be  a  very  ccanplicated  one. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— I  make  my  statenient 
on  the  strength  of  figures  supplied  to  me, 
not  when  I  was  Postmaster-General,  but 
when  the  honorable  member  for  Eden-Mon- 
aro  held  that  office,  and  I  asked  for  certain 
information  regarding  the  expense  of  at- 
tending to  the  telephone  at  the  Grand  Hotel, 
Melbourne. 

Sir  John  Quick. — I  doubt  the  correct- 
ness of  those  figures,  in  the  light  of  subse- 
quent investigaticHis. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— At  any  rate,  my  deduc- 
tion cannot  be  spoken  of  as  an  unfair  one. 
I  do  not  profess  to  be  a  business  man, 
though  I  tmderstand  that  we  have  now  a 
Ministry  composed  of  business  men. 

Mr.  Bamford. — Not  one  of  the  Ministers 
is  a  business  man. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— I  understand  that  fte 
administrati<xi  is  now  to  be  carried  <xi 
strictly  <m  business  lines,  though  it  seems 
to  be  necessary  to  make  a  special  investiga- 
ti(xi  to  ascertain  wb^her  a  service  for  which 
the  Govemmoit  rectives  only  jQiS,  and  on 
which  it  expoids  £40,  is  to  be  regarded  as 
profitable.  In  Mr.  Alcock's  case  the  Go- 
venunent  receives  -^g  and  spends  £10  or 
in  giving  the  service.  (  have  also 
asked  a  question  as  to  the  number  of  rings 
made  by  tlie  Argus  cffice.  I  might  have 
asked  for  similar  information  regarding  the 
Age,  but  I  did  not  wish  my  questions  to  be 
too  long,  and  no  doubt  what  will  apply  to 
<xie  office  will  apply  to  the  other. 

Mr.  Johnson. — Perhaps  the  honorable 
member  discruninates  because  the  Age  is 
more  favourably  disposed  towards  him  than 
is  the  Argus. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— Honorable  members 
may  gathej  what  I  think  of  the  two  news- 
papers when  I  say  that  it  is  the  Argus  which 
is  delivered  at  mv  house  every  morning.  It 
will  be  found,  when  the  information  which 
I  require  is  supplied,  that  the  teleph<me  ser- 
vice given  to  the  Argas  costs  in  operators* 
fees  more  than  the  newspaper's  proprietors 
pay  for  it.  The  Government  rightly  objects 
to  telephones  leased  under  the  flat  rate  be- 
ing used  by  any  but  the  subscribers  them- 
selves, or  on  their  business.  That  rate  gives 
to  each  subscriber,  for  a  certain  annual 
charge,  a  service  allowing  an  unlimited  and 
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unmeasured  number  of  calls.  Non-sub- 
scribers are  not  permitted  to  use  these  tele- 
phcxies,  nor  are  subscribers  allowed  to 
charge  iKxi-subscribers  for  their  use.  If 
the  Department  knows  that  a  non-subscriber 
is  using  such  a  telephone,  it  has  Uie  right 
to  disconnect  it.  There  has,  of  course,  been 
great  abuse  in  this  matter,  but  the 
rule,  in  my  opinion,  is  a  fair  one. 
If  a  subscriber  on  the  fiat-rate  system  allows 
a  non-subscriber  to  use  his  telephone,  and 
charges  for  the  ring,  he  ought  to  be  sum- 
moned and  punished.  To  some  extent  the 
late  Government  introduced  the  toll  system, 
which  meant  that,  for  a  fee  of  sub- 
scriber could  have  2,000  rings,  with  a  sub* 
sequent  charge  of  ^d.  a  ring.  In  this  con- 
nexion the  following  is  a  questi(Hi  which  I 
placed  on  the  notice-paper: — 

(i)  Whether  it  is  a  fact  that  under  the 
telephone  charges  of  the  previous 
Dealcin  Government  a  subscriber  can 
have  a  toll  telephone  for  ^^5  pet 
annum  with  2,000  free  rings? 
^3)  If  so,  is  a  subscriber  permitted  to  allow 
a  non-subscriber  to  use  any  of  those 
free  rings  and  charge  the  non-sub- 
scribet  for  doing  so? 

I  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Postmaster-General 
this  morning,  informing  him  that  I  intended 
to  speak  to-day,  and  asking  him  whether 
he  would  be  good  enough  to  answer  the 
question  I  have  read.  The  Postmaster- 
General  has  been  courteous  enough  to  send 
me  a  reply,  and  in  each  case  that  answer 
is.  "Yes."  I  should  like  to  point  out  what 
this  mean%  We  have  now  had  for  some 
time  a  system  under  which  a  person,  for 
,-^5  P^r  y^3J,  is  permitted  to  have  z,ooo 
•calls,  and  he  may  allow  non-subscribers  to 
■use  the  telephone  at  a  charge  of  id.  per 
ring.  Does  it  appear  necessary  to  have  a 
st>ecial  Committee  of  Inquiry  to  investi- 
gate an  anomaly  of  this  kind,  under  which 
the  subscriber  pays  per  annum,  f<»  his 
telephOTe,  and  may  charge  j£S  6a.  8"d.  for 
the  use  of  it  ? 

Sir  John  Quick.— The  subscriber  may 
txliaust  onlv  half  the  rinns. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— The  subscriber  may  ex- 
haust every  ring,  and  some  do,  though  80 
1-er  cent,  do  not. 

Sir  John  Quick. — Such  subscribers 
would  not  keep  a  penny -in-the-slot  tele- 
phcme. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— But  they  can  do  so  if 
thev  like. 

Sir  John  Quick.— Only  big  establish- 
ments like  hotels  would  do  so. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— In  some  of  the  hotels 
ihe  rings  do  not  avCTage  more  than  two  per 


day  on  business,  the  whole  being  exhausted* 
it  may  be,  by  their  customers;  and  I  am 
perfectly  amazed  at  the  present  Postmaster- 
General  defending  what  I  know  is  not  one 
of  his  little  pet  sdiemes. 

Sir  John  Quick. — It  is  a  regulation. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— I  am  sure  that  the  pre- 
sent Postmaster-General  is  not  responsible 
for  so  idiotic  and  absurd  an  arrangement. 

Sir  John  Quick. — They  say  it  tends  to 
develop  business. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— Is  that  the  view  of  the 
Department  ? 

Sir  John  Quick. — They  say  it  tends  to 
develop  business. 

Mr.  THOMAS.  —  Departments,  like 
people,  are  liable  to  make  mistakes ;  and  in 
the  case  of  the  Department  it  is  necessary 
to  cloak  the  mistake  up.  However,  I  have 
too  much  respect  for  the  Postmaster- General 
to  think  that  he  is  seriously  prepared  to  de- 
fend so  idiotic  an  arrangement.  What  hap- 
pens with  the  subscribers  who  have  3,000 
free  rings  is  that,  as  they  caiuiot  use  the 
telephone  themselves,  they  place  the  ma- 
chines at  the  disposal  of  their  friends.  I  have 
been  told  of  a  lady,  who  had  a  telejrficme 
installed  simply  in  wder  to  be  in  touch  with 
a  doctor,  <»i  account  of  a  side  diild ;  and 
as  she  had  to  pay  for  the  2,000  rings, 
whether  she  used  the  telej^KMie  or  not,  she 
placed  it  at  the  disposal  of  a  friend.  I 
was  at  dirmer  with  a  lady  friend  a  little 
while  ago,  and  I  was  told  that  the  little 
girl  of  my  hostess,  immediately  she  got  out 
iif  school,  went  wth  her  friend,  Floriie, 
and  rung  up  all  the  friends  they  knew. 
Of  course,  from  a  departmental  pcnnt  of 
view,  it  does  not  matter  whether  the  rings 
are  on  business  or  pleasure,  so  long  as  they 
are  paid  for.  Mr.  Alcock  stated  that  u^er 
the  regulation  of  the  late  Government,  he 
would  have  to  pay  j£2S  los.,  instead  of 
under  the  old  regulation ;  but,  if  the 
matter  be  worked  out,  I  think  it  will  be 
found  that,  under  the  Chapman  rate,  Mr. 
Alcock  would  have  to  pav  from  ^£22  to 
per  year.  The  Government  do  not 
allow  any  person  now  to  start  a  telephone 
or,  the  flat  rate  system ;  but  I  ask  the  Post- 
master-General whether  he  thinks  it  is  fair 
that  a  person,  who  started  business  a  few 
years  ago,  should  be  permitted  to  have  fifty 
or  sixty  calls  per  day  for  j£g  per  annum, 
while  a  man,  who  started  Ixiuness  later, 
has  to  pay,  perhaps,  £23  per  year?  Does 
it  require  a  special  report  of  accountants  to 
expose  the  idiotic  nature  of  such  an  ar- 
rangement ?  I  have  not  the  slightest 
objection    to   the   Committee   that  has 
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been  app(nnted  making  the  fullest  possible 
inquiry  into  this  matter.  I  have  no 
objection  to  some  one  outside  the 
Department  being  associated  on  the  Com- 
mittee with  somcOTe  in  the  Department,  if 
in  that  way  greater  confidence  will  be  given 
to  the  general  community.  But,  in  view  of 
the  anomalies  1  have  pcnnted  out,  the  Gov- 
ernment ought  not  to  have  stayed  their 
hand.  Am  I  not  right  in  saying  that  the 
Postmaster-General  stated  publicly  that  the 
toll  system  had  come  to  stay  ? 

Sir  John  Qxjick.— Yes,  it  is  staying.  It 
is  the  regulation  now.  It  came  with  the 
system  brought  in  when  the  hcnorable  mem- 
ber for  Eden-Monaro  was  Postmaster- 
General,  and  that  svstem  is  staving. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— Then  does  the  honor- 
able member  also  admit  

Sir  John  Forrest. — We  are  not  here  to 
be  interrogated. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— We  were  getting  along 
very  nicely  until  the  Treasurer  came  in.  As 
the  Postmaster-General  does  not  deny  that 
he  made  that  statement,  I  presume  he  in- 
tends to  do  away  with  the  flat  rate.  May  I 
go  so  far  as  to  say  that  the  principle  of  the 
toll  system  has  been  accepted  by  the  Post- 
master-General ? 

Sir  John  Quick. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber should  not  cross-examine  me. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— The  honorable  member 
will  not  reply  now  that  his  master  has  come 
in.  The  hwiorable  member  may  have  made 
the  statement  which  I  previously  quoted 
witiiout  consulting  his  masters — the  news- 
papers and  the  Treasurer.  The  i»inciple 
of  the  toll  system,  if  it  has  not  been,  will 
have  to  be  accepted.  The  people  will  see 
that  it  is.  Whether  the  newsp:ipers  sup- 
press these  facts  or  not,  they  will  be  brought 
out  on  the  public  platform.  The  end  may 
be  delayed  for  a  little  while,  but  the  flat 
rate  is  doomed  in  Australia.  I  take  it  that 
the  Government  have  appointed  the  Com- 
mittee of  Inquiry  with  the  legitimate  object 
of  having  a  repcM^  made  to  the  House. 
Then,  having  accepted  the  principle  of  the 
toll  system,  and  thrown  overboard  the  flat 
rate,  where  was  the  necessity  to  suspend 
what  the  Fisher  Gwemment  did  ?  The 
Prime  Minister  has  told  the  House  that  the 
Government  hope  to  have  a  report  from  the 
Committee  within  three  months.  If  the  re- 
port is  presented  in  that  time,  we  shall 
know  within  three  months  whether  the  Gov- 
ernment intend  to  alter  the  rates  which  I  in- 
troduced. They  cannot  alter  them  very 
much,  as  will  be  obvious  to  anybody  who 
has  sfudted  the  figures  in  connexion  with 


the  telephone  business.  The  Government 
might  well  explain  nmv  why  they  suspended 
the  Fisher  rates.  Under  the  system  which  we 
introduced,  no  one  would  have  to  pay  more 
than^2  for  the  first  half-year.  Under  the 
existing  systems  every  man  who  has  a  tele- 
phone in  the  big  centres  of  population,  must 
pay  more  than  j£s  for  the  first  half-year. 
If  under  the  old  flat  rate  he  would  pay 
£4  los.,  and  if  under  the  Chapman  ar- 
rangement, £2  los.  I  admS  that  under 
our  proposal,  as  there  would  be  no  free  calls, 
he  might  have  to  pay  a  good  deal  more 
than  -£2  during  the  second  six  months.  But 
if  the  Government  are  sincere  in  asking  for 
a  report,  and  really  mean  business — if  it  is 
not  merely  a  device  to  gain  time — they  could 
find  out  within  six  months  whether  the  rates 
we  proposed  were  too  high  or  too  low.  If 
they  were  too  high,  the  matter  could  be  rec- 
tified in  the  payments  that  would  have  to  be 
made  in  the  second  six  months.  For  that 
reason  there  was  no  necessity  to  suspend  the 
rates  we  introduced.  Some  people  regard 
a  ground  rent  of  £4  as  «corbitant.  If  that 
was  found  to  be  so,  it  could  have  been  al- 
lowed for  in  the  second  six  months.  The 
officers  of  the  Department  presented  me 
with  a  statement  showing  that  the  capital 
charge  for  each  telephone,  co\'ering  the  cost 
of  conducting  the  exchange,  and  giving  a 
complete  .service,  including  switchboards, 
cables,  &c.,  was  at  least  ^39,  Those 
figures  may  be  wrong,  and  I  sincerely  hope 
that  the  report  will  show  that  they  are  too 
high.  But,  on  comparing  them  with  figures 
presented  to  me  in  relation  to  other  coun- 
tries, I  found  that  j£$g  was  not  an  unfairly 
high  estimate.  I  have  no  objection  to  the 
Committee  being  appointed,  and  in  fart  I 
promised  the  commercial  classes  that  while 
I  was  Postmaster- General  a  full  account 
would  be  given.  It  is  onlv  right  and  fair 
that  it  should  be  given.  Yhe  Committee 
must  bring  in  one  of  three  reports.  They 
may  report  that  the  Fisher  Government's 
charges  were  not  exorbitant,  but  fair,  just, 
and  equitable.  If  they  do,  that  will  be  a 
perstxial  triumph 'to  myself  and  the  Gov- 
ernment of  which  I  was  a  member. 
They  may  report  that  the  charges  were  too 
low.  and  if  they  do  there  will  be  weeping, 
wailing,  and  gnashing  of  teeth  among,  at 
least,  some  of  those  who  have  been  agitat- 
ing. If  the  Treasurer  had  not  been  pre- 
sent, I  should  have  asked  the  Postmaster- 
General  whether  the  Government  are  pre- 
pared to  say  that  the  telephone  service 
should  return  its  bare^Gost.  1/  they  are, 
they  may  fin<biii!i^j»cfcsifiyl^  liSake  it  do 
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so  unless  they  raise  the  charges  higher  than 
those  fixed  by  the  Fisher  Administration. 
The  Committee  may  report,  either,  that  the 
rales  fixed  by  us  are  just,  or  that  they  are 
not  high  enough;  or,  thirdly,  they  may  ^ 
able  to  show  conclusively — and  I  hope  they 
will — that  the  rates  fixed  by  the  late  Go- 
vemment  were  too  high.  I  should  like  to 
SiX  the  telephone  in  as  many  homes  as  pos- 
sible, and,  therefore,  I  should  be  very 
pleased  if  the  Committee  couFd  show  that 
our  charges  were  too  high,  and  that  louver 
rates  should  be  fixed.  We  should  then  be 
able  to  tell  the  people  that  a  State-owned 
and  State -control  led  system  could  supply  a 
cheaper  ser\ice  than  could  any  private  en- 
terprise of  the  kind  in  the  world.  It  will 
thus- be  seen,  that,  from  a  certain  stand- 
point, the  report,  whatever  it  may  be,  will 
be  satisfactory  to  me.  One  feature  of  the 
controversy  that  has  s^ven  me  great  plea- 
sure is  the  announcement  by  the  ctxnmercial 
men,  who  have  asked  that  the  old  rate 
shall  be  rererted  to,  that  they  are  willing 
that  such  a  rate  shall  be  levied  as  will 
make  both  ends  meet.  We  should  be 
thankful  that  they  are  ready  to  pay  the 
hare  cost  of  the  service  provided  that  there 
is  no  waste;  that,  in  other  words,  they 
desire  that  the  Commonwealth  shall  provide 
them  with' a  good  service  without  making 
a  profit  frcsn  it.  I  am  pleased  that  they 
take  that  stand,  because  I  think  that,  not 
only  the  telephone,  but  every  other  service 
.should  be  supplied  at  bare  cost.  Since  the 
commercial  classes  asked  that  the  Com- 
monwealth shall  pro\'ide  them  with  a  good 
telephone  service  without  seeking  to  make 
anv  profit  from  it,  I  see  no  reason  why 
the  people  should  not  ask  the  commercial 
community,  in  return,  to  supply  at  bare 
cost  the  services  which  thev  render. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — They  have  to  live. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— But  if  they  are  not 
prepared  to  provide  their  services  at  bare 
cost,  why  should  they  expect  the  Govern- 
ment to  do  so?  If  tlie  Comrnwiwealth  is 
to  render  to  the  trading  classes  and  the 
people  generally  telephone  sernces  at  bare 
cost,  wiiv  should  not  the  Government 
undertake  to  supply  the  people  with  all  the 
ne."essities  of  life  at  cost  price. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Does  the  honorable 
member  act  up  to  that  orinciple  himself  ? 

Mr.  THOMAS.— The  honorable  member 
is  now  putting  questions  to  me.  I  have 
never  been  in  business,  and  have  rerer  pro- 
fessed to  be  a  business  man.  The  <xilv 
Ipisiness  men  in  the  House  are  those  now 
the   Treasury   bench !     The  Labour 


Party,  of  course,  does  not  consist  of  busi- 
ness men. 

Mr.  Watkins. — And  seven  of  the  ten 
members  of  the  present  Go\'emment  are 
lawyers. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— It  is  true  that  there 
are  socae  lawyers  in  the  Ministry.  A  maa- 
ber  of  a  deputaticm  that  waited  on  the  pre- 
sent Postmaster-General  in  regard  to  the 
telephone  charges — I  refer  to  Mr.  Berry — 
said  that  thev  in^sted  that  befme  the  rates 
were  altered  a  full  and  complete  stat^noit 
should  be  supplied  as  to  the  cost  'of  the 
service. 

Mr.    Hughes.  —  Was   that  direction 

carried  out  ? 

Mr.  THOMAS.— Yes ;  the  rates  that  we 
fixed  have  been  suspended.    The  Prime 
Minister  has  stated  that  it  is  intended  that 
the  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  syston  shall  reix>rt  within  three  nK>nths. 
The  Age,  which,  I  understand,  dictates  the 
policy  of  the  Government,  declares  that  it 
will  be  necessary  for  the  Committee  to  in- 
quire fully,  not  only  into  the  telephcKie 
service  of  Australia,  but  uito  the  gorem- 
ment  and  municipal  services   of    a  like 
character  in  England  and  elsewhere.  If 
this  is  to  be  done,  some  time  must  elapse 
before  the  Committee  will  report,  and  I 
trust,  therefore,  that  the  Postmaster -Gene- 
ral, in  the  interests  of  the  general  public, 
will  see  that,  in  the  meantime,  fair  charges 
are  imposed.    One  of  the  members  of  Uie 
deputati(xi  which  waited  on  the  Postmaster- 
Goieral  stated  that,  prior  to  Federation, 
the  telephone  system  was  a  payable  one. 
Why  is  it  not    paying   now?     Prior  to 
Federation,  every  business  man  in  Sydnev 
and  Melbourne,  under  the  flat-rate  system, 
paid         per   annum  for  his  telephone, 
wFiile  in  Adelaide  the  charge  was,  and  still 
is,  /^lo  per  annum.    Whether  a  man  had 
two  calls  per  day  or  a  hundred,  the  charge 
was  the  same.    But  the  late  Deakin  Go- 
vernment made  the   astounding  proposal 
that  any  person  who  desired  might  come 
under  the  measiu-ed  or  toll  system  at  j£s 
per  instrument,  with  2,000  calls  per  an- 
num, or  if  it  were  so  desired,  could  still 
remain  under  the  flat-rate  system. 

Sir  John  Forrest.— Those  who  were 
then  subscribers  could  do  so,  but  not  new 
subscribers. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— Quite  so;  new  sub- 
scribers had  to  CMne  under  the  toll  sys- 
tem. The  result  of  this  change  was  that 
the  Department  lost  tens  of  thousands  of 
pounds.  Ererv  subscriber  who^fqupd^diat 
he  had  only  six  oi^iiMt>yeiJI^y§^  im- 
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mediately  took  advantage  of  the  toll  sys- 
tem, whilst  those  who  had  unlimited  calls 
elected  to  remain  under  the  flat-rate  system. 
Thus  the  Government  lost  tens  of  thou- 
sands of  pounds  without  calling  upon  the 
big  users  of  the  Telephone  Service  to  make 
up  the  deficiency.  If,  prior  to  FederaticHi, 
the  service  was  a  paying  one,  the  loss  sus- 
tained bv  the  Department  as  the  result  of 
subscribers  like  Mr.  Alcock,  making  perhaps 
one  hundred  calls  a  day,  had  to  be  made  up 
bv  the  small  users  of  the  telephone,  who 
might  perhaps  make  only  nine  calls  per  day. 
Now,  however,  if  the  service  is  not  a  paying 
one  the  general  taxpayer  has  to  make  good 
the  deficiency  occasioned  by  the  large  users 
of  the  telephone.  The  Postmaster -Genera  I 
should  have  been  prepared  to  tackle  the 
ancHnalies  which  I  have  pointed  out  quicker 
than  he  has  done. 

Sir  John  Forkest. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber had  six  months  of  Ministerial  offioe  in 
which  to  effect  these  reforms,  whereas  the 
present  Postmaster-General  has  had  only 
one  month. 

Mr.  THOMAS.~If  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Bendigo  had  continued  the  rates 
which  I  introduced,  no  subscriber  for  six 
months  would  have  had  to  pay  more  than 
j£2.  During  that  time  full  inquiry  might 
have  been  made  into  the  matter,  and  at  its 
end  the  charges  might  have  been  readjusted 
had  the  adoption  of  the  course  been  found 
to  be  necessary.  Surely  it  is  a  sound  prin- 
ciple that  people  should  be  called  upon  to 
pay  the  State  in  proportion  to  the  services 
which  it  renders  them.  Personally,  I  enter- 
tain no  (Ejection  to  the  appointment  of  a 
Committee  of  Accountants  to  determine  what 
rates  it  will  be  necessary  to  charge  in  order 
to  make,  the  Department  a  paying  one.  I 
shall  not  allow  the  Postmaster- General  to 
forget  that  such  a  committee  has  been  ap- 
pointed, and  if  within  three  months  it  has 
not  reported,  I  shall  want  to  know  what  has 
bectxne  of  it  I  welcome  its  appointment, 
because  I  believe  that  the  result  of  its  in- 
quiry will  be  the  abolition  of  the  flat  rate 
and  the  general  application  of  the  toll  sys- 
tem, although  I  realize  that,  if  only  for  the 
sake  of  appearance,  some  alterations  will  be 
made  in  the  rates  that  were  chargeable  un- 
der the  regulation  which  I  framed,  even 
though  tho%  alterations  are  not  of  a  vital 
character. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendi^J— Post- 
master -  General)  [6.25].  —  I  think  that 
tinder  the  special  circumstances  of  the 
case  my  predecessor  in  office  had  a 
perfect  right  to  ventilate  the  subject  of  the 


telephone  rates  even  to  the  extent  that  he 
has  done  this  afternoon.  I  can  assure  him 
that  the  task  of  considering  and  advising 
the  Executive  to  suspend  his  regulation  was 
a  very  disagreeable  one  to  me.  But  he  must 
recognise  that  the  Gazette  notice  which  con- 
tained it  Invited  the  commercial  public  to 
lodge  objections  to  the  proposed  increase 
of  the  telephone  charges  if  they  entertained 
any.  Consequently  he  can  scarcely  complain 
if  private  individuals,  as  well  as  the  com- 
mercial people  of  Australia,  accepted  his 
invitation  and  inundated  the  Postmaster- 
General's  Department  with  objections. 
When  I  assumed  control  of  the  Department 
the  office  was  filled  with  complaints,  and  a 
regular  storm  of  indignation  was  raging. 

Mr.  Thomas. — Then  those  c<Hnplaints 
must  have  been  received  within  twenty-four 
hours  after  I  quitted  office. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— I  found  a  long  list 
of  objections  awaiting  me  upon  the  very 
day  that  I  took  crffice,  and  those  objections 
continued  to  accumulate.  I  believe  that  if 
the  honorable  member  for  Barrier  had  seen 
the  accumulated  piotests,  founded  upon  com- 
mercial and  financial  grounds,  he  might 
have  recognised  the  necessity  of  re-conader- 
ing  some  of  his  proposals.  The  honorable 
member  has  expressed  his  approval  of  the 
appcuntment  of  an  actuarial  ccnnmittee  to 
determine  what  rates  it  will  be  necrasary  to 
diarge  to  make  the  Telephcme  Service  a  re- 
munerative one.  But  I  wish  to  pmnt  out 
to  him  that  he  made  a  mistake  in  framing 
his  regulation  first,  and  approving  of  an 
inquiry  into  it  afterwards.  My  policy  is 
first  to  appoint  the  committee  to  ascertain 
the  grounds,  the  data,  and  the  principles 
upon  which  a  new  regulation  can  be  framed. 
It  was  not  wise  to  frame  a  regulation  first 
and  to  subsequently  hold  an  inquiry  into 
the  rates  which  it  imposed.  I  am  sure  thnt 
if  my  honorable  friend  had  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  appointing  a  cranmittee  to  inquire 
into  this  most  complicated  question,  he 
would  not  have  assumed  the  very  great  re- 
sponsibility of  passing  the  regulation  which 
he  did — a  regulation  which  provoked  a 
storm  of  indignatitm  throughout  the  Com- 
monwealth. 

Mr.  Thomas. — Not  throughout  the  Com- 
monwealth. The  objections  to  it  were  con- 
fined to  Melbourne. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— I  can  assure  mv 
honorable  friend  that  objections  to  it  poured 
in  from  all  the  States,  with  the  exception  of 
Western  Australia.  Up  to  the  period  when 
the  late  Ministry  were  deposed, [probably 
the  people  of  that  State  had  notreMized  its 
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true  imp(»t,  othuwise  they  would  have 
joined  in  the  volume  of  oppositi<xi  whk:h  I 
had  to  encOTinter. 

Mr.  Thomas. — Why  were  not  those  pro- 
tests forthcoming  whilst  I  held  office? 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— Because  it  was 
only  about  the  time  that  the  provisicwial 
regulation  would  have  become  absolute  that 
the  people  woke  up  to  its  probable  effect. 
I  think  that  the  hcmorable  member  wcnild 
have  saved  himself  and  the  Department  a 
lot  of  trouble  had  he  seen  his  way  clear  to 
have  followed  the  clearly  expressed  advice 
of  the  late  chairman  of  the  Postal  C<»n- 
mission.  In  a  report  wKich  he  forwarded 
to  the  Governor-General  on  the  occasion  of 
his  resignation  from  that  crffice,  the  honor- 
able member  for  Bourke  recommended  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  to  investigate 
the  question  of  the  telephone  rates  which 
should  be  charged,  with  a  view  to  making 
the  service  a  payable  caie. 

Mr.  Thomas. — ^Was  that  the  report  of 
the  CommissicHi? 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— It  was  the  report 
of  the  retiring  chairman  of  tlie  Commission. 

Sir.  TtTDOR. — ^It  was  the  rep<M  of  a  man 
who  was  backing  down  from  dcnng  what 
he  ought  to  have  done. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— As  a  public  man, 
who  had  been  chairman  of  the  Commission 
for  a  considerable  time,  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  honorable  member  for  Bourke  in 
favour  of  the  appointment  of  a  Committee 
of  Accountants  was  entitled  to  considerable 
weight. 

Sitting  suspended  from  6.jo  to  7.45  •fi.m. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— The  motion  before 
the  Chair  bemg  one  for  going  into  Commit- 
tee of  Supply,  I  have  hardly  time,  and  this 
is  not  a  fitting  opportunity  to  do  justice, 
either  to  myself  in  reply  to  the  hcxiorable 
member  for  Barrier,  or  to  the  subject.  It 
would  take  a  considerable  time  to  go  over 
the  whole  of  the  ground  that  he  has  cov- 
ered, as  well  as  to  use  the  materials  which  I 
have  in  readiness  to  vindicate  my  own  atti- 
tude, and  to  explain  the  reasons  why  the 
regulations  in  question  were  suspended. 

Mr.  Thomas. — It  would  require  a  good 
deal  of  explanation. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— This,  I  say,  is 
hardly  a  fitting  opportunity,  and  it  would 
ill  become  me  as  Postmaster- General  to  take 
up  much  time,  and  prevent  Mr.  Speaker 
from  leaving  the  chair. 

Mr.  Thomas. — Are  those  the  instructions 
which  the  honorable  gentleman  has  re- 
ceived? 


Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— I  intended  to 
make  that  my  opening  observatiwi.  The 
h(Xiorable  mertiber,  having  been  Postmaster- 
General  himself,  will  appreciate  the  fwce 
of  what  I  say.-  Inasmuch  as  my  predecessor 
in  c^ce  has  admitted  that  a  Committee  of 
inquiry  was  necessary,  he  has  practically 
acknowledged  the  overwhelmit^  fwoe  of  the 
argument  in  favour  of  the  suspension  of  the 
regulations. 

Mr.  Thokas.— I  said  that  I  had  no  ob- 
jection to  the  Committee. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— It  would  be  an  ab- 
solute mistake  to  impose  regulations  levying 
heavy  charges,  amounting  in  some  cases  to 
taxation,  on  subscribers  whilst  making  in- 
quiries as  to  the  justice  of  those  char;ges. 

Mr.  Thomas. — ^The  honorable  gentleman 
admits  that  there  are  anomalies.  But  as 
long  as  the  fat  man  is  greased,  it  is  all 
right. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— It  is  admitted  that 
there  are  anomalies  in  the  regulations.  The 
honorable  member  for  Eden-Monaro,  when 
Postmaster- General,  admitted  that  loag  ago. 
He  tried  to  solve  the  problem,  but  found 
it  to  be  very  difficult  indeed.  My  bcxiorable 
friend  the  member  for  Barrier,  also 
attempted  to  solve  the  problem,  but 
found  that  it  was  a  very  difficult  one  to 
solve  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  The  only 
solution,  and  tlie  proper  <me,  is  that  of 
which  he  now  admits  the  propriety . 
The  course  that  I  have  adopted  is 
confirmed  by  the  recommendation  of  the 
ofiicer,  Mr.  Hesketh,  upon  whose  advice,  no 
doubt,  the  honorable  member,  when  in  c^ce, 
based  his  regulatims.  Mr.  Hesketh,  after  I 
had  discussed  this  matter  with  him  fairly  and 
squarely,  for  two  or  three  days  in.  the  De- 
partment, going  over  the  whole  of  the 
ground,  and  examining  the  r^ulations 
which  had  been  framed,  frankly  admitted 
that  the  problem  was  one  which  should  be 
investigated  by  a  Committee.  Having  re- 
gard to  the  great  diversity  in  the  cost 
of  construction^  and  the  lack  of  uniformity 
as  to  the  method  of  apporticMiing  the  ex- 
penses of  the  various  telephone  systems,  he 
recommended  that  a  Committee  dunild  be 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  charges,  of 
whatever  nature,  relating  to  the  telei^one 
branch  of  the  Department,  under  their  sev- 
eral headings,  and  also  the  basis  on  which 
the  charges  for  services  sh<Hild  be  deter- 
mined. That  recommendation  practically 
terminated  the  controversy  so  far  as  I  was 
concerned,  because  it  would.be  monstrously 
unjust  to  subscribei^^zasi^'  telBaagiflnnityj 
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to  enforce  a  system  of  new  charges  con- 
cerning the  accuracyt  the  justice,  and  the 
fairness  of  which  thiere  might  be  reasonable 
doubts.  Mr.  Hesketh,  while  standing  By 
his  prevbus  opinion  as  to  the  cost  of  wwk- 
ing  the  telephone  service,  admitted  that  it 
was  a  matter  for  inquiry  by  experts.  1  may 
tell  the  honorable  member  that  the  reascm 
why  a  partial  system  was  not  adopted,  and 
the  flat-raters  brought  under  the  toll  sys- 
tem by  a  modified  regulation,  was  that  if 
they  had  all  been  brought  under  the  Chap- 
man r^HJl^tions,  which  admitted  of  3,000 
odd  free  calls  per  annum,  there  would  have 
been  a  great  loss  of  revenue,  because,  as 
between  the  flat-rate  system  and  the  toll 
system,  thg  flat-rate  subscribers  were  the 
most  profitable  subscribers  of  the  Bepart- 
ment.  It  would  have  been  a  tremendous 
mistake  in  policy. 

Mr.  Thomas. — Does  the  honorable 
gentleman  know  what  he  is  talking  about? 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— Yes;  there  would 
have  been  a  loss  of  revenue,  because  the 
largest  junount  of  revenue  was  derived  frcwn 
the  flat  rate  subscribers.  Indeed,  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Eden-Monaro  seemed  to 
reckon  that  the  toll  rate  subscribers  were 
treated  with  undue  liberality. 

Mr.  Thomas. — ^It  was  <^tional  for  the 
flat  rate  subscribers  to  come  in  imder  the 
toll  system. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  point  out  to  the 
h<Miorable  member  for  Barrier  that  during 
his  speech,  which  occupied  s«ne  time,  the 
Postmaster-General,  as  far  as  I  remember, 
made  no  interjection  whatever,  except  to 
answer  questions  expressly  addressed  to 
him.  I  ask  the  honorable  member  to  mete 
out  the  same  treatment  to  the  Postmaster- 
General. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— It  would  have 
been  a  mistake,  in  my  opinion,  to  have 
dealt  with  this  nuestion  in  a  piece-meal 
manner.  The  whole  question  ought  to  be 
taken  into  ccnsideration.  We  should  not 
deal  with  one  ^ass  of  telet^one  subscribers, 
leaving  the  others  unaffected.  If  we  were 
to  ha™  an  inquiry,  the  right  thing  to  do  was 
to  suspend  the  regulatitms,  and  to  allow 
the  whole  subject  matter  to  be  investigated. 
Again,  there  are  reasons  why  a  tremendous 
rush  of  flat-raters  should  not  be  brought  in 
under  the  toll  rate  regulations,  because  no 
ample  provision  was  made  for  recording  the 
calls.  If  5,339  flat-raters  in  Melbourne, 
and  8,322  flat-raters  in  Sydney  were  placed 
under  the  toil  rate  system,  the  result  would 
be  to  create  an  iromrase  volume  of  addi- 
tional work  for  the  attendants,  that  would 


involve  a  great  reinforcement  in  the  num- 
ber of  hands,  and  also  a  great  addition  to 
the  number  of  those  engaged  in  making  up 
the  accounts.  No  provision  whatever 
had  been  made  for  this  in-rush  of 
additions  to  the  toll  rate  subscribers' 
list.  There  was  great  consternation  in  the 
Department  as  to  the  possibility  of  this 
immense  volume  of  work  being  imposed 
upon  the  already  overworked  telephone  at- 
tendants. Evidence  to  that  effect  was  given 
in  Sydney,  where  it  was  stated  that  the 
officers  viewed  with  alarm  the  possibility 
of  having  increased  wwk  imposed  upon 
them  without  provision  being  made  for  the 
employment  of  an  increased  number  of 
hands.  Then,  again,  subscribers  complained 
that  no  proper  method  of  recording  calls  was 
in  force  that  would  give  some  guarantee  of 
accuracy  as  to  the  number  of  calls  recorded. 
Evidence  of  the  difficulty  exists  in  the  fact 
that  people  who  are  already  under  the  toll 
system  COTiplain  of  the  imperfect  method 
of  recording  calls.  The  Department  has 
had  under  consideration  an  improved 
method  of  recording  them,  which  will,  no 
doubt,  in  time  come  into  force.  These  are 
the  reasons  why  I  could  not  advise  my 
colleagues  to  transfer  the  fiat  rate  sub- 
scribers to  the  toll  rate  sy'stem  forthwith. 
The  whole  thing  ought  to  be  dealt  with  in 
,1  comprehensive  manner.  Again,  I  was 
led  strongly  to  suspect  that  excessive 
rates  were  being  imposed  on  subscribers 
under  the  heading  of  capital  charges.  I 
discovered  these  figures  myself,  as  the  re- 
sult of  questioning  Mr.  Hesketh.  Honor- 
able members  will  probably  know  that 
under  the  new  system  was  charged  in 
Melbourne  and  Sydney  against  subscribers 
a,>  a  capital  charge.  I  found  out  from  in- 
vestigation that  in  Melbourne,  where  the 
capital  expense  of  a  line  amounts  to  j^39. 
the  charge  by  interest  and  depreciation,  at 
8J  per  cent.,  amounted  to  only  ^3  6s.  3d. 
As  rii^ainst  a  charge  of  in  Sydney,  the 
actual  capital  expense  per  line  was  set  down 
£35  ^*5s.,  on  which  interest  and  depre- 
ciation, at  8 J  per  cent.,  would  amount  onlv 
tOj^3.  Yet  subscribers  were  charged  ;£4,  In 
Ballarat,  to  take  a  typical  country  case,  the 
expense  per  line  was  set  down  at  8s. 
6a..  upon  which  interest  and  depreciation, 
at  8i  per  cent.,  would  amount  to  only  £1 
13s.  lod.  Yet  subscribers  were  being 
charged  ./^3  los.  At  Bendlgn,  the  capital 
cost  of  a  line  was  ^^31  i6s.,  upon  which  in- 
terest and  depreciation  would  amount  to 
j£2  14s.,  but  the  subscribers  are  being 
charged  £3  loft^gm^b/fel^gle  capita? 


500 


Supply  BOl    [REPRESENTATIVES.]        (No.  1), 


expense  of  a  line  was  ^^38,  upon  which  in- 
terest and  depreciation  was  j£2  7s.  gd.,  and 
the  subscribers  are  charged  los. 

Mr.  Webster.  —  Can  the  honorable 
gentleman  rely  upon  those  figures? 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— I  got  them  from 
the  Department.  It  is  true  that  they  do  nof 
include  provision  for  a  sinking  fund,  but 
they  include  interest  and  dei^edation  to  the 
extent  of  8|  per  cent. 

Mr,  Hughes. — They  do  not  include 
working  expenses. 

Sir  JOHN  QU'ICK.—Xo,  working  ex- 
penses are  included  in  the  charge  per  call. 

Mr.  Webster. — Do  they  include  interest 
on  the  capital  outlay  necessary  to  make  tbe 
system  perfect  ? 

'  Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— No.  In  some  in- 
stances the  estimate  is  based  upon  the  actual 
capital  expenditure,  in  the  case  of  the  fig- 
ures for  instance  relating  to  Sydney,  Ben- 
digo,  and  Ballarat ;  but  the  figures  relating 
to  Melbourne  are  based  upon  the  amount 
which  ought  to  be  spent  to  make  the  lines 
payable. 

Mr.  Hughes. — Do  they  include  the  cost 
of  the  switchboard  in  the  central  exchange  ? 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— The  Melbourne 
estimate  includes  everything,  telephone,  ex- 
change equipment,  line,  instruments,  and 
wall  fittings.  The  only  point  in  debate  is 
as  to  whether  provision  for  a  sinking  fund 
ought  not  also  to  be  included  as  a  charge 
Against  subscribers.  In  the  present  condi- 
tion of  our  law,  that  in  my  opinion  is  open 
to  question,  and  to  consideration,  at  the 
hands  of  experts.  Sufiicient  is  allowed  for 
depreciation. 

Mr.  Hughes. — What  is  allowed  for  de- 
preciation ? 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.—An  allowance  of  5 
per  cent,  is  made  for  depreciation,  and 
]jc.'r  cent,  for  interest. 

Mr.  Hughes. — For  a  20  years'  life?  I 
do  not  think  that  is  sufficient. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— That  is  what  the 
Department  suggested.  Tbe  only  matter  in 
question  was  as  to  whether  an  allowance 
should  be  added  ,  for  a  sinking  fund.  I 
thought  that  a  debatable  point-  and  one 
\\  hich  I  could  not  settle.  I  think  that  no 
Postmaster-General,  without  actuarial  ad- 
vice, could  settle  it.  That  is  the  reason  why  I 
agreed  to  recommend  to  my  colleagues  that 
this  matter  should  be  inquired  into.  I 
think  that  in  the  interests  of  the  subscribers 
as  well  as  of  the  revenue,  it  (hould  be  in- 
quired into.  I  believe  tha^-these  works 
should  be  treated  in  a  '  lanner, 


and  the  charges  based  on  commercial  con- 
siderations. The  subscribers  say  that  if  as  a 
result  of  the  investigation  it  is  shown  that 
the  rates  ought  to  be  increased  they  will 
cheerfully  pay  the  increased  rate. 

Mr.  Page. — ^What  subscribers  say  that? 
Can  the  honorable  gentleman  mention  one? 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— The  deputation  re- 
presenting the  Melbourne  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce told  me  that. 

Mr.  Page. — They  were  pulling  the  hon- 
orable gentleman's  leg. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— I  do  not  beliwe 
that  they  were.  At  any  rate  these  figures 
are  sufficient  to  create  a  doubt  as  to  the  jus- 
tice of  the  respective  charges  of  ^£4,  £1 
los.,  and  ^3  against  subscribers.  Upon 
submitting  them  to  my  colleagues  it  ap- 
peared to  us  wise  to  suspend  the  r^ulations 
pending  a  thorough  inquiry.  There  is  no 
desire  to  shelve  the  matter.  The  Comoiit- 
tee  appointed  is  not  intended  to  be  a 
ing  Conmiittee.  It  is  limited  to  diree 
months,  within  which  to  submit  its  rep«t, 
and  the  object  of  its  appointment  is  to 
secure  authentic  information  upon  which  a 
fresh  scale  framed  on  businesslike  lines 
may  be  brought  into  force. 

Mr.  Page. — Why  did  not  the  honorable 
gentleman  refer  the  matter  to  the  Royal 
Commissicwi  on  Postal  Services  now  sitting. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— As  I  have  said,  I 
do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  enlarge  more  fully 
upon  that  aspect  of  the  case,  because  I  do 
not  wish  to  delay  the  pasang  of  the  Supply 
Bill.  But  if  my  honorable  friends  opposite 
will  challenge  me  on  some  future  occasion 
I  shall  be  prepared  to  give  more  complete 
information  upon  the  subject,  and  to  vin(U- 
cate  the  action  taken  by  my  colleagues  and 
myself. 

Mr.  SPENCE  (Darling)  [8.0].— I  think 
that   the  honorable  member  foi"  Barrier 
and  other  honorable  members  who  have 
spoken  should  extend  a  little  more  consid- 
eration to  the  Government,' in  \'iew  of  the 
fact  that  they  are  a  very  slow  going  Govern- 
ment.   We  know  that  as  Treasurer  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Hume  was  ten  ttmes  as 
quick  a  man  as  the  right  honorable  member 
for  Swan.    If  he  were  now  occupying  the 
office,  the  honorable  member  for  Hume 
could  get  out  a  complete  Budfjet  statemeni,  1 
dealing  with  pidfH^^  >ind  every  finao-  J 
cial  question.  a^^H|^        ^"ancial  tt|t*  J 
tions  with  «!i£ht  ^^^^^1 
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Mr.  Page. — The  right  honorable  member 
fOT  Swan  will  have  his  Budget  prepared  for 
him  also. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— It  appears  that  the 
Treasurer  of  the  "  fusion  "  crowd  requires 
eighty  days  to  get  out  a  Budget.  In  the 
circumstances  we  cannot  grumble  that  the 
Postmaster-General  should  keep  the  same 
pace.  It  would  never  do  to  have  one  sec- 
tion of  the  political  team  miles  ahead  of  an- 
other. They  are  in  a  sufficiently  bad  tangle 
already,  and  if  any  one  of  them  were  to 
set  about  doing  things  he  would  disorganize 
the  whole  team.  In  common  with  other 
honorable  members,  I  protest  against  the 
demand  for  two  months'  Supply.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  I  object  entirely  to  tlie  practice  of 
introducing  Supply  Bills.  As  no  reason,  so 
far,  has  been  given  by  the  Government  for 
demanding  two  months'  Supply,  I  propose 
to  give  one.  It  is  that  the  Government  re- 
quire time  to  consider  the  financial  problem. 
They  are  such  a  mixed  team,  and  there  are 
so  many  differences  of  opinion  amongst  them 
that  it  is  necessary  for  the  Treasurer  to  con- 
sult the  State  Rights  party,  and  there  has 
not  been  time  to  call  them  together.  As  the 
Government  tell  us  nothing,  we  must  obtain 
information  where  we  can.  A  time  limit 
appears  to  be  imposed  upon  members  of  the 
Government  who  desire  to  speak.  We  saw 
that  just  now  when  the  Postmaster-General 
was  so  evidently  called  off,  lest  he  should 
make  some  mistake.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man strayed  away  in  his  own  electorate  and 
let  out  something  about  a  _;^2,ooo,ooo  loan, 
and  he  had  to  make  an  explanation  the  next 
day.  He  had  to  apologize  and  explain  that 
he  did  not  mean  what  he  said.  If  the  honor- 
able gentleman  had  not  been  called  off  on 
this  occasion  we  might  have  learned  a  little 
more  from  him.  I  am  watching  affairs,  and 
I  hope  that  we  shall  know  something  of  the 
policy  of  the  Government  in  two  or  three 
months'  time.  It  is  clear  that  it  would  be 
no  trouble  to  the  Treasurer  to  prepare  a 
Budget  statement.  What  is  worrying  the  ri^hi 
honorable  gentleman  is  that  he  must  consult 
the  outside  people  who  are  ruling  him.  In 
other  matters  of  policy  the  Government  must 
consult  outside  hodies.  but  in  the  matter 
of  finance  consideration  must  be  had  for 
the  .nmount  to  be  returned  to  the  States  and 
whether  it  is  advisable  to  continue  the  Brad- 
<ion  section.  The  Government  appear  to  be 
absolutely  sure  that  they  have  a  majority 
and  intend  to  take  their  time,  no  matter 
what  we  may  sav.  In  the  matter  of  the 
introduciion  of  Supply  Bills,  the  present 
Government  is  pnly  worse  than  previous  Go- 


vernments, and  seeing  the  elements  of  which 
it  is  composed  honorable  members  could  not 
have  expected  anything  else.  Every  Govern- 
ment that  has  yet  held  office  in  the  Conmion- 
wealth  has  been  guilty  of  the  practice  of 
depending  upon  Supply  Bills.  Delay  in 
the  deli\er>'  of  the  Budget  has  a  serious 
effect  in  connexion  with  the  constructicn  of 
public  works.  For  instance,  a  lengthy  de- 
bate takes  place  upon  Works  Estimates 
which  must  be  passed  before  the  works  can 
be  undertaken.  If  it  is  desired  to  erect  a  new 
building,  after  the  Works  Estimates  are 
passed,  the  Department  concerned  sets  out 
to  look  for  a  block  of  land  on  which  to 
erect  the  building.  Negotiations  for  its  pur- 
chase involve  delay.  When  it  is  secured 
there  is  delay  caused  by  the  State  Public 
Works  Department,  upon  which  we  must 
depend  to  get  our  business  done.  It  is  the 
practice  of  the  Works  Departments  of  the 
various  States  to  make  Commonwealth  busi- 
ness second  to  State  business,  and  they 
would  forget  the  Commonwealth  business 
altogether  if  Federal  members  for  the  dis- 
tricts interested  did  not  stir  up  the  Home 
Affairs  Department,  and  get  that  Depart- 
ment in  turn  to  stir  up  the  States  Public 
Works  Department.  It  is  possible  that  after 
a  delay  of  six  months,  specifications  may  be 
prepared  for  the  building.  Then  tenders 
are  called  for.  Very  often  there  is  found 
to  be  scsnething  the  matter  with  the  tenders, 
and  fresh  tenders  have  to  be  called  for.  So 
there  is  further  delay,  and  the  financial  year 
expires  before  the  work  can  be  undertaken, 
and  it  must  then  be  delayed  until  a  new 
Budget  is  submitted,  and  fresh  Estimates 
are  passed  in  August,  September,  or  Octo- 
ber. However,  the  present  Goverrmient 
claims  to  have  brought  in  the  millenium 
politically  in  having  secured  responsible 
government  fa:  the  first  time  in  the 
history  of  the  Commonwealth.  We 
might  have  expected,  in  the  circum- 
stances, that  they  would  have  pro- 
ceeded on  model  lines.  But  they  do  not 
seem  to  have  yet  awakened  to  the  stupidity 
of  postponing  the  Budget  and  the  Works 
Estimates,  until  the  end  of  August.  The 
Treasurer  is  a  man  of  vast  experience,  who 
ran  affairs  in  Western  Australia  for  a  great 
many  years,  and  as  Treasurer  of  that  State, 
handled  the  funds  of  the  State,  and  he 
should  be  able  to  set  a  good  example  in  the 
Commonwealth.  I  wish  to  emphasize  my 
objection  to  the  introduction  of  Supply 
Bills.  A  Government  that  claims  to  have 
restored  respewisible  gorernment  to  the  Com- 
monwealth,  mi^ht,,  haveQ^«|^ed  to 
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invent  some  system  which  would  have  made 
their  introduction  unnecessar)-.  It  is  abso- 
lutely inexcusable  that  they  should  ask  for 
two  months'  Supply.  They  obtained  a  re- 
cess of  three  weeks  after  taking  office. 
That  was  in  the  beginning  of  June.  We  are 
now  at  the  end  of  June.  They  have  been 
four  weeks  in  c^Sce,  and  Ministers  should 
have  been  prepared  with  necessary  legisla- 
tion. What  has  our  experienced  Treasurer 
been  doing  ?  Apparently  nothixig.  The 
honorable  gentleman  has  not  his  Budget 
ready,  nor  has  he  any  financial  proposals 
prepared  for  submission  to  Parliament.  I 
suggest  to  the  Prime  Minister  that  he 
should  not  keep  a  Treasurer  like  that  in 
office.  He  should  get  rid  of  the  right  hon- 
orable gentleman,  who  is  a:  dead  failure,  if 
in  four  weeks'  time  he  can  do  no  more 
than  submit  a  few  figures  which  his  officers 
have  prepared,  say  that  they  represent 
the  running  account,  and  ask  for  two 
months'  Supply.  In  mv  opinion'  it  is  a 
great  loss  to  the  fusion  that  they  did  not 
secure  as  Treasurer,  the  gentleman  who 
could  prepare  a  Budget  in  eight  days.  If 
they  had  done  so,  we  should  have  had  the 
Budget  submitted  at  the  close  of  the  finan- 
cia.1  year.  I  shall  not  vote  for  two  months' 
Supply.  The  Treasurer  has  given  no  ex- 
cuse for  the  delay  which  we  are  informed 
is  to  take  place  before  the  delivery  of  the 
Budget.  We  recognise  that  as  the  financial 
year  is  just  drawing  to  a  close,  he  could 
not  be  expected  to  present  his  Budget  at 
once,  but  it  should  not  take  him  two 
months  to  prepare  it. 

Sir  JOHM  Forrest. — It  will  not  take  so 
long. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— Then  he  should  have 
it  ready  in  a  fortnight. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  figures  will  not 
be  ready  for  three  weeks  or  more. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— It  is  not  as  if  the  right 
honorable  gentleman  were  an  apprentice. 
He  is  not  new  to  the  work  of  Treasurer. 
He  has  had  experience  of  a  great  many 
years  in  the  office,  and  ought  by  this  time  to 
be  specially  smart.  I  do  not  know  whe- 
ther the  honorable  member  for  Hume  had 
as  long  an.  experience  in  the  Treasury  as 
the  right  honorable  gentleman — I  do  not 
think  that  he  had — but  he  required  only 
eight  days  for  the  purpose.  Apparently 
it  will  take  the  present  Treasurer  ten 
times  as  long  as  it  took  his  predecessor. 
In  my  opinion  sixteen  days  would  be  a 
fair  allowance  of  time 


Sir  John   Forrest. — My  predecessor's-' 
period  of  eight  days  was  after  the  end 
of  July,  not  after  the  end  of  June. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— It    does   not  matter 
when  it  was. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — It  was  eight  days 
after  I  took  office. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — But  it  was  after 
the  end  of  July. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— At  any  rate,  the 
figures  should  be  available  to  the  Trea- 
surer within  a  fortnight,  and  therefore  he 
ought  not  to  ask  for  two  months'  Supply. 
The  principle  of  voting  Supply  in  this 
way  is  wrong,  and  some  arrangement  ought 
to  be  made  to  do  without  Supply 
Bills.  So  far  as  public  works  are  con- 
remed  we  shall  be  forced  to  make  a  de- 
parture from  the  present  system.  In  my 
district,  for  instance,  the  construction  of 
a  public  work  has  been  delayed  for  sir 
years  owing  to  vote  after  vote  lapsing, 
and  revotes  being  required.  The  present 
system  is  bad,  nor  is  it  right  to  be  obliged 
to  pay  out  of  the  Treasurer's  Advance. 
It  is  not  a  business-like  method.  It  is  a 
surprising  thing  to  me  that  the  Govern- 
ment have  had  the  temeritv  to  ask  the 
Hou.se  for  two  months'  Supply,  and  at 
the  same  time  confess  that  they  have  no 
financial  policy,  and  do  not  know  what 
they  intend  to  propose.  They  have  not  had 
time  to  come  to  an  agreement.  When 
they  asked  far  an  adjournment  of  three 
weeks  they  promised  to  be  ready  with 
their  business  at  its  expiration,  but  they 
do  not  know  what  they  intend  to  propose- 
for  our  consideration. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — They  know  that. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— I  doubt  if  they  do. 
At  any  rate,  they  are  verv  clever  in  keep- 
ing their  plans  dark.  We  have  had  a 
short  statement  of  some  business  they  pro- 
pose to  submit,  but  not  wie  word  of  ex- 
planation as  to  trhat  is  to  be  associated 
with  that  business.  I  am  hopeful  that  in 
about  three  months  we  shall  get  some  in- 
formation about  the  intentions  of  the  Go- 
vernment, if  we  do  not  succeed  in  sending 
them  to  the  country  befwe  the  lapse  of 
that  time.  I  join  with  some  honorable 
members  who  follow  the  Government,  in 
protesting  on  principle  against  this  kv;- 
tem  of  bringing  down  Supply  Bills.  T 
think  that  if  one  month's  Supply  is  volod 
it  will  be  quite  enough. 

Mr.  PAGE  (Maranoa)  [8.13].— In  the 
Supply  Bill  I  noticed  one  item  to  which 
I  wish  to  refer.  C^n,r\n]t^ 
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Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  Supply  Bill  i» 
not  befwe  the  House  at  the  presait  tune. 
It  cannot  be  introduced  until  resolutions 
ha  ve  been  received  f rem  COTimittee  of 
Supply.  I  cannot  allow  any  reference  to 
its  contents. 

yiT.  PAGE.— I  shall  not  refer  to  that 
matter,  sir,  but  there  is  one  item  on  which 
I  think  the  House  should  be  enlightened, 
and  that  is  the  Treasurer's  Advance.  He 
is  allowed  an  advance  of  ^^^200,000  per 
year. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  ask  the  honoraU* 
member  not  to  discus  any  items  until  the 
House  goes  into  Committee  of  Supply, 

Mr.  PAGE.— I  shall  not  transgress 
your  ruling,  sir.  I  notice  that  the  face 
of  the  Treasurer  weais  quite  a  different 
aspect  now  that  he  is  sitting  at  the  table, 
instead  of  in  the  Oppositiwi  comer.  So 
long  as  he  is  satisfied  >with  himself  I  shall 
not  grumble.  This  afternoon  the  honor- 
able member  for  Dalley  pointed  out  that 
two  months'  Supply  re^nesents  one-sixth 
f>f  the  total  ap(MOpriati(»s  for  the  year. 
Why  does  the  Treasurer  ask  for  two  months' 
Suppiv  when  wie-half  of  that  amount  would 

sufficient  to  enable  him  to  carry  on?  On 
some  cxxasionsthe  larger  part  cf  the  monev 
has  been  expended  before  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Estimates  has  been  reached. 
The  late  introduction  of  the  Estimates  has 
been  the  cause  of  many  works  and  build- 
ings not  being  proceeded  with  within  the 
financial  year.  I  do  not  know  whether  it 
was  done  designedly  or  not,  but  during 
the  last  financial  year  many  works  which 
should  have  been  proceeded  with  in  my 
electorate  were  neglected. 

Sir  John  Forbest.— Whose  fault  >was 
that? 

Mr.  PAGE.— I  suppose  that  the  Trea- 
surer was  to  blame  for  not  bringing  down 
the  Works  Estimates  ?n  time  to  allow  ten- 
ders to  be  called  within  the  financial 
year.  In  one  instance,  if  I  had  not 
brought  the  matter  up  week  after  week, 
the  tenders  for  a  post-office  in  which  I  was 
interested  would  never  have  been  accepted, 
and,  as  it  was,  the  matter  was  drawn  out 
frcan  October  last  until  the  22nd  of  this 
month.  Surely  the  departmental  officers 
now  know  what  works  and  buildings  will 
lye  proceeded  with  fliiring  the  next  twehe 
months  ? 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Yes;  all  the  esti- 
mates are  now  in. 

Mr.  PAGE. — Then  why  does  not  the 
Government  introduce  the  Works  and 
Buildings  Estimates,  and  hare  them  passed 


in  advance  of  the  ordinary  Estimates,  as 
was  done  last  year? 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Would  the  honor- 
able member  have  us  do  that  while  there  is 
a  motion  of  no-oxifidence  under  discus- 
sion ? 

Mr.  PAGE.— If  it  is  a  right  thing  to 
introduce  a  Supply  Bill,  asking  honorable 
members  to  vote  ;^8oo,ooo,  surely  it  would 
be  right  to  introduce  the  Works  and  Build- 
ings Estimates?  These  Estimates  must  be 
introduced  and  passed  whatever  Govern- 
ment may  be  In  power. 

Mr.  McDonald. — The  Treasurer  has 
told  us  that  he  will  not  deliver  the  Budget 
speech  until  the  end  of  August. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  said  "  towards 
the  end  of  August."  I  hope  that  it  may 
be  delivered  earlier. 

Mr.  PAGE. — Then  the  Government  must 
introduce  a  second  Supply  Bill.  It  will 
not  be  possible  to  pass  the  Estimates  in 
two  or  three  weeks,  so  that  Supply  for  an- 
other month  or  two  will  be  needed,  and, 
no  doubt,  the  Opposition  will  be  blamed 
if  it  shows  anv  reluctance  to  nass  such  a 
Bill.  '  • 

Sir  John  Forrest. — There  will  be  no- 
thing new  in  introducing  a  second  Supply 
Bill.    That  has  always  been  done. 

Mr.  PAGE. — Is  it  right  to  always  do 
wrong?  We  have  been  told  that  this  is  a 
Heaven-sent  Government,  although  its 
leader  has  spoken  of  some  of  those  behind 
him  as  the  "  wreckage  of  every  party  in 
Australia,"  and  as  the  *'  rag-tag  and  bob- 
tail party."  Since  the  Government  is  sup- 
posed to  have  the  support  of  the  brains 
of  every  party  except  the  Labour  party,  it 
might  do  better  than  follow  the  lead  of 
its  predecessors.  Its  action  so  far  reminds 
me  of  the  practice  of  a  Justice  of  the  High 
Court,  of  whcm  it  used  to  be  related  that 
he  was  alwfiys  ixmtent  to  say  "I  concur  " 
to  the  iudgments  of  his  fellow  Justices. 
This  Goremment  has  stolen  the  clothes  of 
its  oredecessors,  and  Ministers  merely  sav 
"  We  concur." 

Mr.  TuDOR. — That  is  all  they  have  to 
say. 

Mr.  PAGE. — SOTne  of  them  have  plenty 
to  say  outside.  The  Postmaster- Genera  I 
stated  in  his  electorate  recently  that  the 
policy  of  the  Government  would  be  to 
borrow. 

Sir  John  Quick. — I  did  not  say  that. 
I  said  that  ^1,500,000  is  needed  to  place 
mv  Department  in  an  efficient  working  con- 
dition. Digitized  by  CiOOgle 
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Mr.  PAGE. — The  honorable  gentleman 
said  that  there  are  only  two  ways  to  get  ihe 
money.  We  must  draw  our  own  inference. 
If  the  Government  intends  to  borrow,  why 
do  not  Ministers  announce  that  policj'  ? 

Sir  John  Forrest. — We  are  going  to 
wait  for  Gympie. 

Mr.  PAGE. — The  Treasurer  may  have 
an  announcement  from  GymfMe  sooner  than 
he  expects.  I  should  like  to  know  why  the 
Government  have  asked  for  two  months* 
Supply  when  one  month's  Supply  would  be 
ample.  The  Labour  party  have  no  wish  to 
pre\'ent  the  payment  of  wages,  or  other 
CtMnmonwealth  UabiJitjes,  as  they  become 
due. 

Mr.  Bamfohd. — Perhaps  the  Govern- 
ment asked  for  two  months'  Supply  in  view 
of  an  approaching  dissolution. 

Mr.  PAGE. — If  the  Government  asked 
for  four  months'  Supply  to  enable  an  elec- 
tion to  take  place  forthwith,  I  should  vote 
for  the  proposal.  I  desire  to  hear  frcan 
the  Treasurer  an  «(planation  of  the  items 
in  this  Supply  Bill.  The  proposr.I  has 
been  thrown  to  us  like  a  bone  to  a  dog,  to 
worry  as  best  we  can ;  but  I  understand 
that  the  Bill  contains  items  which  need  a 
lot  of  explaining,  and  I  wish  to  have  the 
necessary  explanaticm. 

Mr.  STORRER  (Bass)  [S.zi].  — Ust 
month,  when  the  Gorernment  asked  for  an 
adjourrmient  of  three  weeks,  I  said  that, 
in  my  opinion,  the  House  should  adjourn 
for  a  fortnight  only,  because  of  the  necessity 
for  making  proper  financial  arrangements 
before  the  end  of  the  year.  Now  Ministers 
ask  for  two  months'  Supply,  which  is  too 
much.  The  Treasurers  of  the  States  are 
anxious  to  know  in  what  position  they 
stand.  They  cannot  make  their  financial 
statements  until  they  know  how  they  will 
be  treated  by  the  Commonwealth,  and  we 
have  been  told  by  the  Treasufer  that  his 
Budget  speech  will  not  be  delivered  until 
towards  the  end  of  August,  which,  of 
course,  will  mean  the  end  of  August. 

Mr.  Mathews. — Or  the  middle  of  Sep- 
tember. 

Mr.  STORRER.— This  postponement 
of  the  Budget  will  delay  the  preparation  of 
the  financial  statements  of  the  Treasurers  of 
the  States,  a  delay  which  has  continually 
occurred  in  the  past,  and  about  which  there 
has  been  great  complaint  for  a  number  of 
years.    I  was  surprised  to  read  in  Satur- 
_^  day  evening's  newspaper  that  tTie  Commtm- 
"^alth  old-age  pensions  are  to  be  paid  in 
twia  and  Queensland  on  the  15th  July, 


and  in  Tasmania,  South  Australia,  and 
Western  Australia,  on  the  29th  July.  As 
Australia  is  now  federated,  whatever  is 
d<Mie  should  be  done  on  the  Federal  prin- 
ciple. All  the  States  should  be  treated 
alike.  If  pensions  are  not  to  be  paid  until 
the  2gth  July  in  the  three  States  which  I 
have  named,  the  other  two  States  should  not 
be  treated  differently.  If  the  oflfcials  who 
have  had  charge  of  this  matter  for  the  last 
tweUe  mwiths  are  not  capable  of  making 
arrangemrats  for  paying  pensions  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  decision  of  Parliament, 
they  should  make  way  for  others  who  will 
be  able  to  do  so.  It  is  a  long  time  since 
the  pensions  application  papers  were  sent 
out  in  Tasmania.  There  the  old  people 
have  been  looking  forward  to  getting  their 
few  shillings,  to  which  they  are  more  en- 
titled than  we  are  to  the  remuneration 
which,  as  members  of  Parliament,  we  re- 
ceive each  HKXith.  I  have  no  regard  fcr 
officers,  or  members,  who  would  deprive 
poor  old  men  of  pensions  which  they  have 
been  expecting  for  the  past  year  or  eighteen 
months. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — They  will  not  be 
deprived  of  their  pensions.  These  will  be 
paid  out  of  a  trust  fund. 

Mr.  STORRER.— I  take  it  that  the 
statement  to  which  I  refer  was  oSBcisl, 
though  it  is  strange  that  we  should  hare 
to  depend  upon  the  press  for  most  of  our 
informatiwi,  instead  of  getting  it  directly 
from  Ministers  in  this  Chamber. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — In  Victoria  the 
pensions  have  always  been  paid  on  tlie*i5th 
of  the  month. 

Mr.  STORRER.— The  Treasurer  did 
not  contradict  the  hcmorable  member  for 
Kalgoorlie,  when  he  said  that  in  Victwia 
and  Queensland  they  were  to  be  paid  on  the 
15th  July. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  said  that  they 
were  to  be  paid  on  that  date  in  Victoria 
only.  In  Xew  South  Wales,  the  pensiais 
will  be  paid  on  the  29th.  The  arrange- 
ments were  made  by  the  last  Treasurer,  not 
by  me. 

Mr.  Fisher.— Can  the  Treasurer  find 
evidence  of  that? 

Sir  John  Forrest.^ — ^The  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  told  me  that  that  is  so. 

Mr.  Page.— The  statement  of  the  Trea- 
surer is  a  scandalous  one,  if  he  cannot 
prove  it. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  have,  on  two  or 
three  occasions,  asked  hencK'abla  members 
not  to  break  the)iBttIedofVdeQi^^j'Q:arr7ing 
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on  conversations  across  the  Chamb^,  to  the 

interruption  of  the  member  who  is  in  pos- 
session of  the  Chair.  If  this  is  to  ccmtinue, 
I  shall  be  driven  to  the  alternative  of  nam- 
-ing  some  honorable  members. 

Mr.  STORRER.— In  New  South  Wales 
the  arrangement  has  been  previou^y  to  pay 
monthly,  and  the  Federal  Government  in- 
tend to  continue  the  same  practice. 

Sir  John  Forsest. — Only  so  far  as  re- 
■gards  the  first  mcmth;  the  payments  will 
always  be  f<»tnightly  after  that. 

Mr.  STORR£R.^I  am  not  responsible 
for  what  the  previous  Treasurer  or  Govern- 
ment did.  I  understand  that  the  previous 
Treasurer  denies  that  he  is  respcwisible,  but 
if  he  did  make  the  arrangement  the  present 
Treasurer  ought  to  alter  it.  I  trust  that 
even  yet  the  right  honorable  member  will 
make  arrangements  for  these  old  men  to 
get  their  few  shillings  on  the  15th  July. 

Mr.  McDonald  (Kennedy)  [8.27].— 
{  should  not  have  spoken  but  for  the  accusa- 
tion made  by  the  Treasurer  against  the  late 
Treasurer  of  making  the  arrangement  cot^- 
plained  of. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  stated  what  I  was 
told  by  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  McDonald. — The  right  honorable 
member  said,  first  of  all,  that  it  was  the 
late  Treasurer's  arrangement,  and  not  his. 
When  he  was  further  challenged,  I  should 
say,  if  it  were  parliamentary  to  say  so,  that 
he  was  c<wtemptible  enough  to  state  that  an 
<^cer  of  the  Treasury  Department  had  told 
him. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Is  that  rwnark  in 
order,  sir  ?  This  is  the  Chairman  of  Com- 
mittees speaking ! 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  Treasurer  should 
know  that  that  is  a  very  improper  remark  to 
make.  I  must  ask  the  honorable  member 
for  Kennedy  to  withdraw  the  remark  that 
he  made.  If  I  permitted  honorable  mem- 
bers to  say  that  they  would  say  so-and-so 
if  it  were  parliamentary,  they  would  be 
able  under  cover  of  such  a  qualification  to 
sav  anything. 

Mr.  'McDonald.— I  withdraw  the  ex- 
pression, and  apologize  for  having  used  it. 

Mr.  Page.— The  Treasurer  said  "  This 
is  the  Ch^nnan  of  Committees  speaking." 
On  a  point  of  order,  has  not  the  honixable 
member  for  Kennedy  the  same  rights  and 
privileges  on  the  floor  of  the  House  as  has 
any  other  honorable  member  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Certainly,  the  Chair- 
man of  Committees  has  the  same  rights  on 
the  floor  of  the  House  when  the  House  is 
not  in  Committee  as  has  any  other  honorable 
[18] 


member.  When  the  Tr^urer  made  that  re- 
mark  1  said  to  him  that  it  was  a  remark 
that  should  not  be  made. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  simply  meant 
noblesse  oblige. 

Mr.  McDonald. — Ministers  are  get- 
ting to  a  very  low  political  ebb  when  they 
are  prepared  to  shelter  themselves  behind 
officials  of  their  Departments.  That  sort 
of  thing  ought  not  to  be  introduced  into 
the  House,  and  if  ever  I  hear  a  Minister 
or  other  members  who  have  dealings  with 
officers  in  the  Departments  attempting  to 
shelter  themselves  behind  what  has  been 
told  them  in  that  way,  I  shall  raise  my  voice 
against  it.  The  officers  when  asked  for  in- 
formation in  that  way  cannot  well  refuse 
to  give  it,  and  it  is  not  right  for  Ministers 
to  tell  the  House  that  they  have  got  the 
information  fr«n  the  Under-Secretary  or 
other  officer  so  that  they  may  evade  the  re- 
sponability  for  some  statement  that  they 
have  made  themselves.  The  Treasurer  first 
made  the  deliberate  statement  that  the  ar- 
rangement was  made  by  the  late  Treasurer, 
not  by  himself. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — It  was  accurate,  too. 
I  did  not  make  the  arrangement 

Mr.  Mcdonald.— Yet  when  asked  to 
produce  a  record  of  the  late  Treasurer's 
order,  he  turned  round  and  said  that  he  was 
told  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  said  that  I  had 
not  made  any  alteration,  nor  have  I. 

Mr.  Mcdonald.— The  right  honorable 
member  made  a  deliberate  diarge,  and  could 
not  prove  it  when  challenged  to  do  so.  If 
he  found  that  the  late  Treasurer  had  made 
a  mistake,  why  did  he  not  alter  it? 

Sir  John  Forrest.— I  thought  he  acted 
very  wisely. 

Mr.  Mcdonald.— The  Government 
were  very  willing  to  alter  the  action  of  the 
Fisher  Government  regarding  the  telephone 
rates  when  asked  to  do  so  by  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce  and  the  Federated  Employers* 
Uni<xi,  but  the  Treasurer  is  not  prepared  to 
make  any  alteration  where  only  the  imfor- 
tunate  people  who  helped  to  build  up 
the  wealth  of  this  country  and  got  so  little 
for  their  unremitting  toil,  are  concerned.  He 
does  not  think  that  those  people  are  likely 
to  give  him  any  support,  but  when  it  is  a 
case  of  the  people  who  are  prepared  to  put 
down  hundreds,  and  perhaps  thousands,  of 
pounds  to  help  the  Government  party  at  the 
elections,  the  Government  are  quite  ready  to 
say,  "  Yes,  Mr.  Employers'  Federation, 
whatever  you  desire  we  aie>p^arad  to  da" 
The  honorable  m»mberyKvCHdg4^1d  the 
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House  this  afternocxi  that  when  he  took  over 
tiie  Treasury  after  the  right  hoiwrable  mem- 
ber for  Swan  had  deserted  his  Government 
and  taken  a  seat  in  the  OppositioD  comer, 
he  found  the  Treasury  in  such  a  state  of 
diaos  that  it  was  impossible  to  know  bow 
things  stood  for  a  considerable  time.  If  we 
are  to  have  such  incompetent  persons  to  take 
up  the  position  of  Treasurer  from  time  to 
time,  as  the  honorable  member  for  Hume 
has  proved  that  the  right  honorable  member 
for  Swan  has  been  in  the  past,  how  are  we 
to  conduct  the  business  of  this  great  Com- 
monwealth ?  We  have  seen  on  previous 
occasions  the  most  lamentable  exhibition  of 
incapaoty  by  the  right  honorable  member 
in  dealing  with  financial  measures  that  he 
knew  absolutely  nothing  about.  Yet  he 
asked  the  House  to  pass  them.  On  one  occa* 
sion  the  honorable  member  for  Parramatta, 
when  leader  of  the  Opposition,  could  have 
made  one  of  the  greatest  possible  exposures 
of  the  right  honorable  member  in  connexion 
with  a  particular  measure,  but  he  generously 
refrained  frwn  doing  so.  If  he  had  done  sp 
the  people  of  Australia  would  have  been 
astonished.  The  right  honorable  memtjer 
knew  nothing  at  all  about  the  measure  and 
the  House  could  not  even  drive  into  his  head 
a  cmnprehenslon  of  the  slight  amendmmt 
that  was  required.  I  regret  Uiat  the  Post- 
master-General has  not  given  to-day  all  the 
information  that  he  said  he  was  prepared  at 
a  later  date  to  give  regarding  the  telephwie 
service.  The  honorable  member  for  Barrier 
showed  clearly  the  position  taken  up  by  him 
while  Postmaster-General  in  dealing  with 
the  toll  system,  and  the  poor  excuse  made 
bv  the  present  Postmaster-Genera!  is  not  cre- 
ditable to  the  Government.  If  the  Govern- 
ment wanted  to  do  the  right  thing,  why 
did  they  not  allow  the  temporary  regula- 
ticms  issued  by  the  Fisher  Government  to 
remain  in  force  until  the  further  inquiry 
decided  upon  was  made?  Would  not  that 
have  met  all  the  demands  necessary,  in- 
stead of  changing  back  to  the  old 
mixed  flat  rate  and  toll  system  ? 
What  position  does  the  Postmaster- General 
take  up?  The  honorable  gentleman  says 
th.nt  the  reason  the  Government  went  back 
to  the  old  reRulntion  was  that  thev  would 
lose  revenue  if  the  flat  rate  were  abolished. 
But  if  that  be  so,  whv  did  not  all  the  flat- 
rate  suhscrib«^  choose  to  come  under  the 
toll  system? 

Mr.  WiLKs. — Thev  were  not  flats  ! 

Mr.  >rcDONALD.  —  The  honorable 
member  is  quite  right.  I  agree  with  the 
honorable  member  that  the  time  has  arrived 


when  we  should  have  some  other  method  o£ 
dealing  with  Supply  Bills.  We  have  voted 
temporary  Supply  Bills  month  after 
month,  and  X  believe,  in  <»ie  year,  jvacti- 
cally  three-fourths  of  the  revenue  was 
voted  in  that  way.  That,  of  course,  meant 
that  there  was  no  use  whatever  in  criti- 
cising the  Estimates.  The  Budget  ought 
to  be  introduced  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment,  and  dealt  with;  but,  imder  the 
present  system,  the  Estimates  are  passed 
so  late  in  the  year  that  by  the  time  the  ne- 
cessary plans  and  specificatiwis  have  been 
prepared  and  tenders  called,  the  votes  have 
almost  lapsed  and  very  little  work  is  done. 
In  the  past,  when  the  mcMiey  has  been 
voted  and  not  spent,  it  has  dmplv  gone  to 
the  States,  and  I  hope  that  the  Govern- 
ment will  take  action  to  rectify  this  in 
the  future.  The  Treasurer  has  told  us 
that  he  is  not  coming  down  with  his  Esti- 
mates tmtil  the  end  of  August. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  did  not  say  that 
quite. 

,  Mr.  McDonald.— I  notice  that  the 
Treasurer  is  always  prepared  to  come  down 
a  little  when  pressed.  I  suppose,  however, 
that  when  he  does  make  his  Budget  state- 
ment the  debate  will  be  adjourned  for  a 
couple  of  days,  and  continued  for  three  or 
five  weeks. 

Mr.  Fisher. — I  do  not  think  the  Go- 
vernment care  how  long  the  debate  takes. 

Mr.  McDonald— I  think  the  honor- 
able member  is  quite  right ;  the  Government 
are  not,  in  my  opiniwi,  in  earnest  in  a  de- 
sire to  have  business  passed.  When  the 
Postmaster-General  spoke  of  a  loan  of 
500,000  or  j^2,ooo,ooo,  we  had  big 
headings  in  those  newspapers  which  are 
strong  supporters  of  the  Government,  but 
the  honorable  gentleman  now  shelters  him- 
self behind  the  statement  that  he  was  mis- 
represented. It  is  extraordinary  that  the 
Prime  Minister,  in  order  to  allay  public 
feeling,  had  to  contradict  that  statement.  a& 
it  appeared  in  several  of  the  newspapers; 
and  even  in  the  case  of  the  honorable  mem- 
her  for  Brisbane  it  had  to  be  pointed  out 
that  his  speech,  made  before  he  went  Home 
to  the  Imperial  Defence  Conference,  did 
not  represent  the  oninions  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Vt.  Wilks.— The\'  ought  to  have  a  re- 
heTrsal. 

Mr.  McDON'AI.D.  —  Quite  so:  and  I 
commend  their  action  in  presenting  the 
polirv  of  the  Government  in  a  printed  docu- 
ment.    The  leaf^r^^^^J^^lg^ji^jgil^t  «e 
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so  distrustful  of  one  another  that  they  could 
not  risk  speeches,  which  might  differ,  being 
delivered  in  the  two  Houses.  I  rememDer 
the  honorable  member  for  East  Sydney, 
and ,  indeed ,  the  w  hole  of  the  then 
Opposition,  saying  that  they  would  take 
no  promise  from  the  present  Prime 
Minister  that  was  not  in  writing,  and 
even  a  written  promise  the  former  found 
to  his  cost  meant  the  taking  of  the  whole 
responsibility  on  his  own  shoulders.  I 
hope  that  the  Treasurer — if  be  will  take 
any  advice  from,  me — will,  the  next  time 
he  makes  a  statement  in  the  House,  even  if 
he  has  the  statement  from  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasurer  or  any  other  Department, 
will  have  suflScient  manliness  

Sir  John  Forbest. — I  do  not  care  for 
the  honorable  member's  opinion.  Timto 
Danaos  et  dona  ferentes. 

Mr.  McDonald.— I  hope  the  Trea- 
surer will  have  sufficient  manliness  to  take 
the  full  responsibility  ftx  his  own  state- 
ments, and  not  place  it  on  some  one  else, 
who  is  not  in  a  position  to  defend  him- 
self. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST  (Swan— Trea- 
surer) [8.45].— Complaint  has  been  made  of 
delay  in  preparing  the  Budget,  and  regard- 
ing my  observation  that  it  would  be  sub- 
mitted, probably,  towards  the  end  of 
August.  The  financial  year  closes  to-mor- 
row. As  every  honorable  member  who 
has  held  c^ce  as  Treasurer  knows,  it  is 
cmly  at  the  end  of  the  financial  year  that 
the  Treasury  officials  are  able  to  marshal 
the  facts  and  figures  comiected  with  it,  and 
it  is  up(m  the  results  so  obtained  that  we 
are  able,  to  a  large  extent,  to  frame  a  fairly 
accurate  estimate  for  the  wisuing  twelve 
months.  If  it  be  desired  that  the  Budget 
shall  be  presented  as  soon  as  Parliament 
meets  each  year,  either  the  date  on  which 
the  financial  year  closes,  or  the  date  of  the 
meeting  of  Parliament  must  be  changed. 
Failing  the  adoption  of  either  of  those 
courses,  the  Budget  would  have  to  be  pre- 
s«ited  to  the  House  without  iui  exact  know- 
ledge of  the  finances  of  the  previous  year. 

Mr.  FiSHEK. — Fourteen  days  is  quite 
erioug^. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.~The  honorable 
gentleman  has  had  such  an  immense  ex- 
perience that  he  can  say  that  a  Trea- 
surer should  be  able  in  fourteen  days  after 
the  close  of  the  financial  year  to  prepare 
the  Budget  statement.  I  venture  to  say  that 
the  Treasury  officials  would  not  even  have 
the  facts  marshalled  within  that  time. 

Sir  WxLUAX  Ltne. — Nonsense. 

[l8]-2 


Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— The  honorable 
member  f6r  Hume  has  had  some  experience 
of  the  management  of  the  finances.  I  shall 
read  to  the  House  dates  upon  which  the 
Budget  has  been  submitted  every  year  since 
the  inception  of  the  Federal  Parliament. 

Mr.  Page. — Will  the  Treasurer  say  that 
if  the  fate  o'  *he  Government  were  hanging 
in  the  balance  the  Budget  could  not  be  pre- 
sented by  ist  August? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— Perhaps  it 
might.  I  am  fortified  in  that  opinion  by 
the  fact  that  in  1906,  when  I  was  Trea- 
surer of  the  Commonwealth,  the  Budget 
was  submitted  as  early  as  31st  July.  In 
the  first  year  of  the  existence  of  the  Par- 
liament— in  1901 — it  was  delivered  on  the 
8th  October;  in  1902,  on  23rd  September; 
in  1903,  on  28th  July;  in  1904,  on  the 
J  8th  October ;  and  in  1905,  on  22nd 
August,  or  one  month  and  twenty-two  days 
after  the  opening  of  the  financial  year. 
That  was  mv  first  Budget.  The  following 
year  I  presented  the  Budget  on  the  31st 
July.  In  1907  it  was  sutxnitted  on  8th 
August. 

Sir  WiLUAU  Ltne.— Was  that  the  ri^t 
honorable  member's  Budget  ? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— No,  it  was 
presented  by  the  honorable  mwnber.  I  left 
office  about  the  end  of  July,  and  in  eight 
days  the  honorable  member  for  Hume  was 
able  to  make  his  Budget  statement. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — And  from  a  blank 
sheet,  too. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.  —  Any  one 
acquainted  with  the  magnitude  of  the  work 
would  naturally  draw  the  inference  from 
the  fact  that  the  honorable  member  for 
Hume  was  able  to  make  his  statement  eight 
days  after  he  became  Treasurer  that  when 
he  entered  the  crffice  he  did  not  find  matters 
in  a  very  bad  way. 

Sir  William  Lyne.— My  word,  they  were 
in  a  mess. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.  —  The  roU 
which  the  honorable  member  seems  now  to 
have  assumed — that  of  disparaging  the 
person  who  preceded  him  in  office — does 
him  no  credit. 

Mr.  Tudor. — The  honorable  member 
has  been  doing  that  all  day. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  deny  that 
statement,  and  will  prove  that  I  have  not 
said  a  word  reflecting  on  my  predecessor, 
the  honorable  member  for  Wide  Bay.  If 
I  have,  I^  shall  certainly  withdraw  it 
and  apok^izeQigitizItibik-T^C^Il^stom  to 
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disparage  those  who  have  preceded  me  in 
office  and  who  have  tried,  just  as  I  have 
done,  to  do  their  best. 

Sir  William  Lyme.— The  right  honor- 
able member  tried  to  do  that  with  me- 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— At  the  proper 
time  I  shall  have  a  good  deal  to  say  about 
the  honorable  member.  I  am  not  going 
to  refer  to  him  now,  because  I  do  not  wish 
to  delay  the  passing  of  this  Supply  Bill. 
At  the  right  time,  however,  T  shall  prove 
thni  he  has  been  making  unjustifiable  and 
improper  statements  in  regard  to  me.  The 
honorable  member  may  try,  but  he  camiot 
discredit  me  where  I  am  known,  although 
he  may  discredit  me  where  I  am  not. 

Mr.  Hughes.— The  right  honorable 
member  is  known  here. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  speak  of  the 
State  where  my  life's  work  has  been  done, 
and  where  I  am  known  better  than  in  other 
parts  of  the  Commonwealth.  I  take  my 
stand  on  the  verdict  of  the  people  who 
know  me  best. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — So  do  I. 
'    Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  think  I  have 
shown  that,  as  compared  with  what  has 
hitherto  been  done,  it  is  not  proposed  this 
year  to  delay  the  presentation  of  the  Bud- 
get.   It  will  give  me  great  pleasure  if  I 
am  able  to  present  it  early  in  August,  and 
-at  the  earliest  possible  moment.    There  will 
be  no  delav  on  my  part,  but  I  prefer  to  err, 
if  at  all,  by  saying  that  its  presentation  will 
-be  later  than  it  will  actually  be  rather  than 
by  fixing  an  earlier  date  and  disappointing 
■  honorable  members. 

Mr.  Hall. — The  honorable  member  on  a 
.  previous  occasion  presented  the  Budget  at 
an  earlier  date.    Why  should  he  not  do  so 
again  ? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  shall  try. 
If  I  may  do  so  without  implying  any  blame 
on  any  <xie — and  nothing  is  further  from 
my  thoughts  or  wishes — I  should  like  to 
point  out  that  the  Estimates  of  Revenue 
and  Expenditure  have  not  yet  been  seen 
by  me.  They  only  reached  the  Depart- 
ment \esterday,  and  are  still  in  the  hands 
of  ttie  officers.  They  will  be  submitted  to 
me  in  a  day  or  two.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
altliough  tliey  only  reached  the  Treasury 
yesterday,  I '  think  they  are  earlier  than 
usual. 

Mr.  Thomas. — Hear,  hear  1 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— Even  if  the 
honorable  member  had  occupied  my  posi- 
tion, he  would  not  have  been  able  to  obtain 
them  sooner,  although  he  would  have  done 
his  best,  as  I  have  been  endeavouring  to 


do,  to  get  them  in  without  delay.  I  hope 
that  the  Budget  statement  will  be  de- 
livered at  the  beginning  of  August,  but  I 
cannot  say  definitely  that  it  will.  A  f<Mrt- 
night  hence,  no  doubt,  I  shall  be  able  to 
give  a  more  accurate  forecast. 

Mr.  Page. — Will  the  Treasurer  bring 
down  the  Works  Estimates  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  would  re- 
mind the  honorable  member  that  the  prac- 
tice is  to  introduce  and  deal  with  the  Works 
Estimates  as  soon  as  the  Budget  debate  is 
over,  so  that  the  authorired  works  may  be 
proceeded  with  as  soon  as  ixwsible. 

Mr.  Page. — That  has  only  been  done 
twice. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— It  was  done 
before  I  first  assumed  office  as  Treasurer 
of  the  Commonwealth,  and  the  same  {wac- 
|ice  was  followed  in  that  year,  1906,  as  well 
as  in  1907  and  1908. 

Sir  WiLLiAH  Lyne. — The  hortorable 
member  for  South  Sydney  was  the  first  to 
do  that.  I  was  the  second,  and  the  right 
honorable  member  did  not  do  it  at  all. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— Is  it  worth 
while  contradicting  a  reckless  random 
statement  for  which  there  is  absolutely  no 
f oundati(Ki  ?  The  honorable  member  for 
Kennedy  has  tried  to  suggest  that  I  have 
said  something  reflecting  <m  the  Leader 
of  the  Opposition  in  regard  to  the 
payment  of  old-age  pen^(»is.  All  I 
can  say  is  that  I  have  not  in  the 
least  degree  altered  the  regulati<xi5  in  re- 
gard to  old-age  pensions,  or  the  mode  in 
which  it  has  been  decided  to  pay  them.  I 
have  simply  accepted  what  was  done  before 
I  assumed  office.  Although  in  New  South 
Wales  and  Queensland  pensions  have  been 
paid  monthly,  complaint  was  made  this 
afternoon  that  for  the  first  month  under 
the  Federal  system  it  was  intended  to  adopt 
the  same  system.  I  replied  that  there- 
after the  payinents  would  be  made  fort- 
nightly, and  that  the  whole  matter  was  ar- 
ranged by  my  predecessor  before  I  tixAi 
office.  It  has  been  said  that  my  stated 
ment  was  not  an  accurate  one,  but  I  have 
since  fortified  myself  by  asking  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  what  the  arrangment 
really  was.  He  has  inf<nined  me  that 
what  I  stated  was  correct,  and  that  it 
was  arranged  by  the  late  Treasure:,  that 
for  the  sake  of  convenience — because  as 
Iionorable  members  can  readily  realize,  it 
has  been  a  stupendous  und^aking  to  get 
the  necessary  machinery  in  (urderiall  over 
Australia— the  fitVli^e^Ai^W^O^buld  be 
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made  in  States  other  than  Victoria  on  29th 
July,  and  that  thereafter  they  should  be 
made  fortnightly  in  all  the  States.  Every 
post-office  throughout  the  Commonwealth 
has  been  instructed  to  pay  old-age  pen- 
sioners who  may  come  to  the  different 
centres  up<Hi  the  date  named,  and  is  it 
extratnrdinary  that  a  difficulty  should  have 
been  experienced  in  providing  for  uni- 
f ormitv  as  to  the  first  payments  ?  The  ar- 
rangement made  is  one  of  which  I  heartily 
approve,  because  I  regard  it  as  reasonable. 

Mr.  Fisher. — The  arrangement  was  that 
the  pensions  should  be  paid  at  the  earliest 
possible  moment.  My  only  complaint 
•against  the  Treasurer  is  that  he  has  seen 
fit  to  refer  to  an  crfficer  of  his  Depart- 
ment -xvho  ought  not  to  have  been  dragged 
into  this  det»te.  He  ought  not  to  have 
done  that. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— My  complaint 
is  that  an  attempt  has  been  made  to  manu- 
facture a  grievance  where  none  exists.  In 
States  other  than  Victoria  the  penaons 
cannot  be  paid  under  listing  conditions 
until  the  29th  proximo.  That  fact  was 
realized  by  my  predecessor,  and  I 
acquiesced  in  the  arrangement  as  a  rea- 
sonable one.  Why  should  an  attempt  be 
made  to  manufacture  a  grievance  Where 
the  difficulties  experienced  liave  been  so  great 
in  arranging  for  the  paymoit  of  pensions 
to  all  the  deserving  poor  throughout  Aus- 
tralia ? 

Mr.  Stobser. — ^The  difficulty  is  simply 
a  bog>-  on  the  right  honorable  member's 
part. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.- -The  honor- 
able member  apparently  desires  to  get  a 
little  kudos  for  himself. 

Mr.  Storrer. — I  am  thinking  of  the 
aged  poor. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  suppose 
that  the  honorable  member  is  fonder  of 
the  poor  than  I  am. 

Sir  William  I.yne. — I  think  he  is. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— And  I  sup- 
pose that  he  has  done  m<xe  for  them  ? 

Mr.  Storrer. — Yes,  I  have. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  do  not  see  why 
he  should  find  fault  with  this  Government  or 
with  the  late  Government,  both  of  whom  have 
endeavoured  to  initiate  the  payment  of  old- 
age  pensions  at  the  earliest  moment  practic- 
able. The  proposals  of  the  Ministry  will 
be  submitted  in  a  few  days,  and  as  soon 
as  an  opportunity  presents  itself  we  in- 
tend to  submit  a  Bill  in  which  provision 
is  made  for  reducing  the  period  of  resi- 
dence necessary  in  Australia  to  qualify 


any  applicant  for  a  pension  from  twenty- 
five  to  twenty  years,  and  also  to  permit 
of  those  'who  have  been  twenty  years  in 
the  Commonwealth,  but  who  have  not  be- 
come naturalized,  taking  out  letters  of 
naturalization  up  to  31st  December  next. 
Yet  we  hear  nothing  about  that.  I  do 
not  wish  to  take  credit  for  our  action  in 
that  connexion.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  is 
a  just  thing  to  do.  The  late  Govern- 
ment proposed  to  submit  that  Bill,  and 
they  are  entitled  to  as  much  credit  for 
their  action  as  we  are. 

Mr.  Frazer. — How  can  the  Treasurer 
discuss  that  questicHi  upon  this  motion? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.  -A  good  many 
thin^  have  been  discussed  upon  this  mo- 
tion. In  regard  to  Supply,  the  procedure 
that  we  have  adopted  to-day  is  in  accord- 
ance with  precedent,  and  the  amount  which 
we  have  asked  for  does  net  exceed  that  which 
has  been  granted  upon  previous  occasions. 
On  the  27th  September,  1904,  when  Sir 
George  Turner  was  Treasurer,  Supply 
being  required  while  a  motion  of  no- 
confidence  was  under  ccnsideration,  the 
then  Leader  of  the  Labour  party,  the  hon- 
orable member  for  South  Sydney,  said — 

I  admit  that  it  is  unusual  to  interrupt  de. 
bate  upon  a  motion  of  want  of  confiileDce 
with  a  proposal  of  this  character.  But  I  do 
not  ace  any  escape  from  the  situation.  We 
must  meet  the  engagements  of  the  Conimon* 
wealth,  and  in  view  of  the  assurance  o  f  the 
Treasurer  that  the  Bill  contains  no  items  be- 
yond  those  usually  included  in  such  measures 
I  think  that  we  may  safely  agree  to  pass  it. 

Mr.  Tudor. — That  "was  within  three 
days  of  the  termination  of  the  period  for 
which  Supply  had  been  voted. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— And  we  are 
now  within  one  day  of  the  termination  of 
the  period  for  which  Supply  has  been 
voted.  Again,  on  the  4th  July,  1907, 
when  I  was  Treasurer — the  House  having 
met  on  the  previous  day — before  the  Ad- 
dress-in -Reply  had  been  agreed  to,  the 
Acting  Leader  of  the  Opiwsition.  Mr. 
Joseph  Cook,  said  that  if  the  Govern- 
ment were  so  pressed  for  money  as  to  malce 
this  step  necessary,  he  would  offer  no 
opposition,  and  Supply  was  granted  ac- 
cordingly. 

Mr.  HiJGHES. — There  was  no  motion  of 
censure  under  consideration  then. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— But  there  was 
upon  that  other  occasion  to  which  I  have 
directed  attention. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Browkt^^ —  Why  rioes  th** 
Treasurer  desire>tn»i:eeltt>two9l3gi'^upply  ? 
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Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  will  defer 
answering  that  question  until  a  later  stage. 
I  think  I  can  give  a  very  satisfactory  ex- 
planation of  the  reastm  why  two  months' 
Supply  is  sought.  I  have  had  considerable 
experience  of  financial  matters  in  my  own 
State,  and  I  have  never  known  of  an  in- 
stance in  which  there  has  been  any  great 
opposition  offered  to  the  passing  of  a  tan- 
porary  Supply  Bill. 

Mr.  Watkins. — The  right  honorable 
gentleman  had  no  Oppositicm  to  fight  in 
those  days. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— The  honorable 
gentleman  knows  a  great  deal  more  about  it 
than  I  do,  notwithstanding  that  I  was  there 
and  he  was  not.  A  temporary  Supply  Bill  is 
merely  a  means  of  legaliang  payments  that 
must  be  made.  As  a  rule  nothing  of  a 
new  character  is  included  in  it,  and  it  is 
usually  based  upon  the  votes  for  the  pre- 
vious year.  Should  anything  fresh  be  pro- 
vided for  in  such  a  measure,  a  full  explana- 
tion of  it  is  always  given  to  the  House  be- 
fore the  latter  is  asked  to  approve  of  it. 

Mr.  Fbazeb. — Will  the  Treasurer  tell 
us  anything  about  his  borrowing  proposals  ? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— Not  until  the 
Budget  is  before  the  House. 

Sir  William  Lyme. — ^We  want  to  know 
the  nature  of  those  proposals  before  the 
Budget  is  delivered. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— Then  the  hon- 
orable member  will  not  be  able  at  present  to 
obtain  that  information  from  me,  and  I 
know  that  I  would  not  get  it  from  him  if  he 
occupied  the  office  which  I  now  fill. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  am  always  open 
and  abo\'e  board. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— The  honorable 
member  is  so  open  and  above  bc»rd~that 
he  goes  about  the  country  making  all  sorts 
of  disparaging  statements  concerning  his 
jxilitical  opponents. 

Mr.  Fishes. — Will  the  Treasurer  say 
whether  the  old-age  pensi(Xis  payments  are 
in  danger? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— They  are  not 
in  danger.  No  provision  is  made  for  those 
payments  in  this  Bill.  The  o1d-ag^  pen- 
sions will  be  paid  out  of  the  trust  ac- 
count. 

Mr.  Hughes. — The  Prime  Minister  said 
that  thev  were  in  danger. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— If  he  did  sav 
so,  his  sUtement  was  made  injfdvertently. 
I  ha\'e  not  heard  him  say  that  they  were 
in  danger. 

Mr.  Fisher. — Twenty  times  from  the 

platform. 


Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  do  not 
think  that  there  is  anything  singular 
or  new  in  asking  for  temporary  Sup- 
ply. Honorable  members  opporate  are 
just  as  much  bound  to  give  it  as  we  are 
to  ask  for  it.  It  is  not  a  party  matter. 
Money  must  be  voted  to  carry  on  the 
public  service.  I  feel  under  no  per- 
sonal obligation  to  any  one  on  this 
side  of  the  Hmise,  or  on  that,  when 
Supply  is  asked  for.  It  is  our  public 
duty  to  see  that  the  public  service  is  carried 
on,  and  that  public  obligations  are  provided 
for.  Therefore,  all  this  trouble— except  in 
regkrd  to  the  expression  of  opinicoi  as  to 
whether  Supply  should  be  granted  for  one* 
month  or  two— is  beside  the  point.  It  is 
probable  that  a  month  will  elapse  before  we 
get  rid  of  the  debates  on  matters  of  policy. 

Mr.  Hughes. — What  guarantee  is  there 
that  the  Government  will  not  shut  up  Par- 
liament when  they  get  Supply  ? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— There  is  no 
intention  to  do  that,  but  at  the  same  tune 
I  doubt  whether  it  would  be  an  unmixed 
evil  if  it  was  done. 

Mr.  HUGHES  (West  Sydney)  [9.6].— I 
confess  that  if  I  had  not  had  an  op- 
portunity of  hearing  the  Treasurer 
iKfore  speaking  earlier  during  the  sitting, 
I  should  not  have  been  so  emphatic  in  my 
objection  to  the  granting  of  Supply,  and  to 
the  interruption  of  the  other  business  which 
apiwars  to  me  to  ,be  most  properly  and  na- 
turally before  this  House  at  the  present 
time.  For  having  listened  very  carefully  to 
the  right  honorable  gentleman,  I  cannot  re- 
frain from  an  expression  of  regret  that  the 
honorable  member  for  Hume  has  seen  fit  to 
disparage  him  in  his  character  as  Treasurer. 
It  would  appear  that  during  those  two  years 
in  which  the  right  honorable  gentleman  de* 
livered  Budget  speeches,  this  country  was 
singularly  free  from  financial  troubles  of 
any  kind,  and  that  order  and  sj-stem  reigned 
throughout  the  Department,  in  which,  how- 
ever, the  honorable  member  for  Hume  de- 
clares most  positively  that  he  found  noth- 
ing but  chaos  when  he  entered  it. 

Sir  William  Lyne, — Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  HUGHES. — I  am  surprised  to 
learn,  however — for  I  desire  to  be  perfectly 
candid  in  dealing  with  both  honorable 
members — that  the  honorable  member  for 
Hume  reduced  the  Department  to  order 
within  the  short  space  of  eight  days.  There 
appears,  therefore,  tobeamisund«vtanding 
between  the  two  honorable  members  which, 
I  regret  to  learn,  is  not  to  be  cleared  up 
this  evening,  for  t  confess  that  I  looked  for- 
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ward  to  a  "setting  of  the  house  in  wder" 
as  between  the  honorable  member  for  Huioe 
and  the  right  honorable  the  Treasurer  with 
ocmsiderable  interest,  and  1  am  sure 
that  the  country  would  have  been 
even  more  delighted  to  hear  the 
Treasurer  on  the  honorable  member 
for  Hume,  than  to  have  beard  that  ex- 
position of  finance  which  I  venture  to  say 
■  that  you,  Mr.  Speaker,  notwithstanding 
your  long  occupancy  of  the  chair,  never 
beard  equalled  before.  The  right  honor- 
able gentleman  has  told  us  that  everything 
is  very  well  in  the  Treasury,  and  that  no- 
thing is  unusual  outside  it ;  that  the  affairs 
of  this  Government  in  general,  and  in  rr- 
£ard  to  finance  in  particular,  are,  now  that 
he  is  in  office,  and  presiding  over  the  Trea- 
sury, not  only  beyond  suspicion,  but  be- 
yond criticism.  It  is  a  little  unfortunate, 
however,  that  the  purpose  for  which  this 
fusion  was  chieflv  constructed  

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  hwiorable 
member  has  fusion  on  the  brain ! 

Sir  William  Lyme. — The  Treasurer  has 
it  in  the  pocket !  * 

Mr.  HUGHES.— I  feel  quite  sure,  Mr. 
Speaker,  that  it  is  rather  to  interjections  than 
to  set  and  orderly  speeches  that  the  future 
gleaner  of  political  history  in  this  country 
will  go  for  information.  Sut,  as  I  was 
saying  when  that  interjecticxi  fell  upon  my 
ears,  it  was  for  a  session  of  finance  that  we 
were  called  together.  It  was  owing  to 
financial  considerations  that  the  fusion  was 
formed.  It  is,  of  course,  perfectly  natural, 
as  the  honorable  member  for  Hume  said, 
that  it  was  to  that  consideration  that  Min- 
isters first  directed  their  attention.  What- 
ever else  they  did  during  the  three  weeks  of 
adjournment,  there  is  no  reasniable  doubt 
that  they  did  everything  that  was  necessary 
and  proper  to  be  done  so  far  as  finance  was 
concerned.  But  the  Prime  Minister,  if  you 
remember,  Mr.  Speaker,  in  most  of  those 
speeches  which  he  made  upon  various  sub- 
jects, and  upon  various  sides  of  those  sub- 
jects, during  the  recess,  dwelt,  towards  the 
latter  end  of  the  campaign — so  far  as  I 
gather,  the  matter  did  not  strike  him  diiring 
the  earlier  portiwi — upon  the  necessity  and 
urgency  of  the  earnest  consideration  of  the 
financial  position  of  the  country.  He  de- 
clared that  old-age  pensions  were  in  danger. 
Now  the  Fisher  Ministry  had  committed  its 
fortunes  to  a  very  large  extent  to  this  very 
measure.  We  had,  in  common  with  the 
Deakin  Government,  suffered  some  amount  of 
obloquy  in  supporting  what  is  known  as  the 
Surplus  Revenue  Act,  which  was  the  basis 


of  our  old-age  pensions  syston,  and  is  now 
the  source  from  which  the  pen»ons  are 
in  the  main  to  be  paid.  When  we 
had,  as  it  were,  initiated  this  system, 
and  had  endured  criticism  and  mis- 
representation in  connexion  with  it,  the 
statement  of  the  Prime  Minister  that  old- 
age  pensions  were  in  danger  was  an  attack 
upon  our  policy  and  methods  that  went  to 
the  very  heart.  It  was  done,  no  doubt,  with 
a  deliberate  object.  What  that  object  was  is 
perfectly  clear.  It  was  intended  to  create 
in  the  minds  of  the  electors  of  this  country 
the  impression  that  the  policy  which  was 
to  come  into  fc»ce  on  the  ist  July, 
and  as  to  which  the  then  Prime  Minister, 
the  hcwiorable  member  for  Wide  Bay, 
had  declared  most  emphatically  that 
whatever  came  or  went  old-age  pensions 
would  be  paid  from  the  first  of  that 
month,  was  in  danger.  That  being  so, 
the  declaration  of  the  present  Prime  Minister 
was  a  deliberate  criticism  aimed  at  the  very 
heart  of  our  policy.  Now  this  fusion 
has  come  into  office.  We  see  before  us  a 
Treasurer  who,  after  some  four  weeks'  occu- 
pancy of  office,  is  primed  to  the  very  lips 
with  all  the  information  that  the  Depart 
ment  has  at  its  disposal ;  he  comes 
before  us,  and  in  a  most  bluff  and 
kindly  and  good-natured  way  showers  in- 
formation upon  us  as  manna  was  showered 
in  the  wilderness  years  and  years  ago, 
long  before  the  right  honorable  member's 
time,  even.  He  tells  us  now  that  old- 
age  pensions  are  not  in  danger.  I  venture 
to  say  that  the  right  hcaiorable  gentleman, 
who  is  a  man  who  at  any  rate  is  perfectly 
candid  and  straightf<»'ward.  will  say  that 
thev  never  were  in  danger  frcMn  any  party 
during  any  period  when  the  Fisher  Govern- 
ment was  in  office.  Does  the  right  honor- 
able gentleman  agree  to  that? 

Sir  John  Forkest. — I  do  not  think  they 

were 

Mr.  HUGHES.— That  being  so,  and  it 
being  a  perfectly  clear  and  obvious  thing 
that  it  is  so,  what  are  we  to  say  of  the  de- 
liberate statement  made  by  the  present  Prime 
Minister,  which,  as  the  right  honorable  the 
Treasurer  said  in  reference  to  an  interjection 
of  the  honcH-able  member  for  Hume,  rests 
upon  absolutely  no  foundation,  and  is  with- 
out excuse  or  justification  of  any  sort  or 
kind  ?  It  has,  however,  been  mad6  abund- 
antly clear  to  the  House,  and  the  country, 
that  during  the  regime  of  the  l-  isher  Gov- 
ernment, before  it,  and  since,  there  never 
has  been  any  moment  at  which  the  provision 
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made  was  not  adequate  and  ample  for  the 
payment  of  old-age  pensitms. 
•  Sir  John  Forrest.— The  Prime  Minis- 
ter might  have  meant  that  the  proviaon 
made  was  not  sufficient  for  the  year. 

Mr.  Fisher. — The  honorable  gentleman 
said  that  the  old-age  pensions  were  in 
danger,  and  he  repealed  that  statement. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — He  must  have 
known  that  there  was  ;£5oo,ooo  or 
;£6oo,ooo  in  the  fund. 

Mr.  Fisher. — Not  then. 

Mr.  HUGHES.—We  added  to  it  during 
our  regime,  ;^9o,ooo  odd  more  than  the 
estimate. 

Mr.  Fisher. — ^^^500,000  aUogether. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— Yes,  ;£soo,ooo  alto- 
gether. I  repeat  that  the  provision  was 
ample,  and  there  never  was  a  time  when 
the  pension  fund  was  in  danger.  I  shall 
leave  that  for  a  moment,  while  I  say  a 
word  to  the  Postmaster-General.  I  confess 
that  we  are  all  very  much  in  the  dark  as 
to  the  figures  put  forward,  both  by  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  and  by  the  late  Post- 
master-General, which  are  based,  as  they 
must  necessarily  be,  on  reports  furnished 
by  the  Department,  and  oa  the  exercise  of 
that  commonsense,  which  I  hope  is  shared 
indifferently  by  honOTable  members  in 
every  part  of  the  Chamber.  But  if  the 
amended  statement  made  by  the  present 
Postmaster- General  be  accurate  and  reli- 
able, I  should  like  to  ask  the  honorable 
gentleman  this  question  :  If  we  can  afford 
to  give  telephonic  communication  at  the 
^sting  flat  rate>  in  Australia,  where 
wagtfs  are  higher  and  the  cost  of  material, 
or  of  the  finished  product,  by  reastm  of 
distance  from  the  place  of  origin,  must  be 
very  much  greater  than  it  is  in  Europe  or 
America,  what  are  we  to  say  of  the  rates 
charged  in  other  countries?  The  Post- 
master-General says  that  the  information  at 
his  disposal  is  such  as  to  lead  him  to  be- 
lieve that  the  rate  suggested  by  the  late 
Government,  is  in  excess  of  that  absolutely 
required  to  put  our  telephonic  services  on 
a  sound  and  businesslike  footing.  If  that 
be  a  fact,  what  are  we  to  say  of  the  rates 
charged  in  England,  Germany,  and  America, 
three  typical  countries,  in  every  cme  of 
which  some  of  these  instruments  are  made. 
In  London,  at  the  very  hub  of  the  uni- 
verse, where  one  would  imagine  things 
could  be  obtained  cheaply,  where  labour  is 
at  any  rate  cheaper  than  it  is  here,  and 
where  every  convenience  can  be  obtained 
for  setting  up  telepbcwiic  communication,  we 


find  that  the  rate  charged  3,000  calls» 
which  was  proposed  to  be  fined  at  3Q5  in 
Australia,  is  j£i$  6s.  8d.  In  the  northern 
provinces,  England,  it  is  /"^g  12s. ;  in  Ger- 
many, j£g  ICS. ;  in  New  York,  ^£21  i6s.  > 
in  Chicago,  j£i6  i6s. ;  in  Philadelphia, 
^£24  15s. ;  in  St.  Louis,  j£ig  5s. ;  in  Bos- 
ton, j£ai  15s. ;  and  in  Baltimore,  j£20  zos. 

Sir  John  Quick. — They  have  a  bigger 
network  of  wires  for  their  telephones  in- 
those  places. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— But  we  are  speaking 
now  not  of  the  cost  of  working,  but  of  the 
cost  of  materials,  the  telephone,  the  re- 
ceiver, the  switchboard,  and  the  wire. 
A  person  speaks  through  his  instrument, 
artd  thence  vid  the  switchboard  to  the 
person  who  is  listening. 

Sir  John  Quick. — It  is  always  recog- 
nised that  the  greater  the  network  tne 
greater  is  the  charge  to  the  subscriber. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— The  greater  is  the 
charge  upon  the  system,  but  it  is  the  charge 
of  labour.  Compare  Philadelphia  with  a 
population  of  about  a  million,  with  Mel- 
bourne with  a  poptftation  of  500,000,  or 
with  Sydney  with  a  popuIatifHi  of  600,000, 
and  we  get  this  fact,  that  in  Sydney  it 
would  be  possible  under  the  tcA\  system  to 
get  a  service  of  2,000  calls  for  j£$,  while 
in  Philadelphia,  with  its  far  greater  popu- 
lation, the  service  costs  j£24  15s.  In  Bal- 
timore, on  the  other  hand,  which  has 
not  so  large  a  population  as  has 
Melbourne  or  Sydney,  the  service  costs 
;^20  1  OS.  I  venture  to  say  that  in 
Melbourne  and  Sydney  the  resort  to  the 
telephone  is  as  frequent  both  by  business 
men  and  by  the  average  public  as  it  is 
in  Philadelphia  or  Baltimore.  It  is 
the  men  outside  the  business  circle  who 
keep  the  telephone  going.  In  any  case  the 
business  man  wants  to  oimmunicate  with  his 
own  home.  His  wife  does  not  talk  to  him 
about  business  all  the  time ;  she  refers  to 
mher  matters.  Then  again  the  non-business 
people  use  the  telephone  most  extensively. 
Of  what  service  would  it  be  to  a  retail 
shopkeeper  P  I  am  informed  that  a  butcher 
in  Sydney  sits  down  every  night  and  rings 
up  a  hundred  customers.  Each  one  of 
those  persons  must  be  on  the  telephone, 
and  so  it  is  the  non-business  people  who 
form  the  bulk  of  the  telephone  clientele. 
I  commend  these  facts  to  the  Postmaster- 
General,  who  has  made  certain  calcula- 
ti<ms.  While  I  am  quite  unable  to  check 
his  figures,  because  I  have  no  data  other 
than  what  has  been  supplied  to  me  in  the 
usual  way,  I  submit  that  on  the  face  of 
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things  there  must  be  something  alanningly 
WKHig,  because  if  it  were  not  so  there 
would  not  be  such  a  wide  discrepancy  be- 
tween the  rates  in  these  other  places  and 
our  rates.  Although  in  very  many  coun- 
tries— I  think  in  nearly  all  except  Germany 
— the  telephones  are  run  by  private  com- 
panies, yet,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  unless  they 
are  getting  such  extortionate  profits  as  to 
formulate  a  c(Midemnation  of  private  enter- 
prise, which  I  submit  the  Minister  and  his 
colleagues  are  not  quite  ready  to  do,  his 
figures  stand  condemned.  Every  country 
in  the  world  where  private  enterprise  is  run- 
ning a  telephcxie  system  charges  four  times 
as  much  as  our  Department  propose  to 
charge  under  the  business-like  system  sug- 
gest^ by  my  late  colleague.  While  the 
Postmastw-General  has  the  right  to  make 
all  these  inquiries  and  every  calculation  that 
be  can  to  dieck  this  departure,  which  I,  of 
course,  admit  very  freely  is  open  to  argu- 
ment, as  everything  of  that  nature  must  be, 
yet  I  venture  to  say  that  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  commercial  community 
who  waited  on  the  hcmorable  gentle- 
man and  insisted  upon  a  reversion  to 
the  old  system — I  refer  to  the  Chamber 
of  Cwnmerce — are  singularly  happy  in  the 
fact  that  such  a  Ministry  as  this  is  in  office. 
Had  we  been  in  oflSce  and  a  trade  union 
had  waited  upon  us  and  suggested  that  we 
should  do  something  to  establish  a  service 
an  a  non-paying  basis,  I  do  not  believe 
that  there  would  have  been  sufficient  black 
type  in  the  possession  of  the  daily  press 
to  ■  express  their  horror  and  condemnation 
of  our  dastardly  conduct.  But  the  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  can  wait  upon  the  Post- 
master-General, make  a  suggestion  to  him, 
and  insist  upon  its  being  carried  out.  It 
may  be  only  a  coincidence  that  it  is  carried 
out.    I  say  nothing  at  all  about  that. 

Sir  John  Quick. — Before  I  came  into 
office.  I  asked  the  honorable  member  for 
Barrier  to  suspend  the  regulation. 

Mr.  Thouas. — ^Yes,  because  the  Ben- 
digo  Chamber  of  Commerce  had  asked  him 
to  do  so.  It  wrote  to  him,  and  he  sent  the 
letter  on  to  me. 

Sir  John  Quick. — Certainly  ;  the  honor- 
able gentleman  ought  not  to  have  introduced 
the  regulation  during  the  recess. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— I  admit  that  that  ex- 
.pianatt<m  alters  matters.  If  the  honorable 
gentleman  did  something  before  the  depu- 
tation came  to  see  him,  and  he  is  doing  it 
now;  if,  in  short,  at  two  intervals  widely 
separated  he  is  of  the  same  opinion,  I 
would  ask  him  a  question :  Since  he  told 


his  constituents  that  he  would  give  the  late 
Government  a  fair  show,  why  does  he  say 
something  different  now? 

Sir  John  Quick. — I  did  give  the  late 
Go\'ernment  a  fair  show.  Did  I  not  help 
them  to  get  into  recess? 

Mr.  HUGHES. — I  was  proceeding  to 
deal  with  the  honorable  gentleman  in  a 
logical,  and,  as  I  thought,  perfectly  fair 
way,  and  to  demand  from  him  scmae  sen- 
sible and  logical  reply;  but  I  find  that  I 
cannot  get  it.  This  is  the  first  time  I  have 
ever  beard  it  seriously  argued  that  the 
State  should  do  smiething  for  less  than  cost 
price.  What  business  firm  can  afford  to  do 
that,  except,  of  course,  f<x  the  purpose  of 
getting  more  business?  A  man  can  do  it  on 
a  side  line;  but  if  it  is  his  main  business,  as 
the  telephcmes  are  in  the  Government  service, 
on  which  we  are  employing  thousands  of 
persons,  and  in  which  we  have  invested  mil- 
lions of  pounds,  we  cannot  afford  to  do  it 
raerelv  because  a  Chamber  of  Commerce 
waits  upon  us  and  asks  for  something. 
We  must  insist  that  the  subscribers  shall 
pay  at  least  the  cost  of  the  service,  and  a 
fair  return  on  the  capital  invested.  That 
is  only  a  fair  business  proposition,  and 
although  I  am  a  Socialist,  I  still  do  insist 
upon  plain  businesslike  methods  being  in- 
troduced into  everything,  into  politics  even. 
If  a  greater  network  of  lines  means  a 
greater  charge,  I  ask  the  Minister  why  the 
rate  in  Adelaide  is  £10,  and  in  Melbourne 
and  Sydney  only  ;^^9? 

Sir  John  Quick. — ^That  originated  under 
the  old  State  taws. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — The  honorable  gentle- 
man has  gone  back  to  the  old  system. 

Sir  John  Quick. — Temporarily. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— This  Government  is  of 
a  temporary  nature.  Everything  it  does  is 
of  a  temporary  nature.  It  came  in  to  re- 
establish responsible  government,  and  its 
first  official  act  was  to  bow  to  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce.  It  came  in  to  establish  a 
sound  system  of  finance,  and  the  first  overt 
attempt  it  made  at  that  was  to  publish  a 
solemn  declaration  that  it  proposes  to  con- 
tinue the  Braddon  "  blot  "  for  the  next  five 
years,  until  it  gets  time  to  look  round. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — When  did  it  say 
that? 

Mr.  HUGHES.— The  Prime  Minister 
said  that  the  other  day. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — He  did  not  say 
anything  of  the  SOTt. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— I  cqriSallv  witb 
what  the  honorM'^^idb^^^q^edy 
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said.  In  the  case  of  this  Govenunent,  we 
shall  have  to  insist  upon  having  a  dress 
rehearsal.  They  ccHne  down  here  with  the 
most  imperfect  preparati(H).  They  know 
neither  the  characters  they  are  to  play,  nor 
the  words  of  their  parts.  Here  is  a  man 
who  has  twice  denied  his  Prime  Minister  in 
■one  evening. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  never  did  any- 
thing of  the  sort.  The  honorable  member 
is  misrepresenting  me  this  time. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— If  the  right  honorable 
gentleman  does  it  a  third  time,  I  shall 
listen  to  hear  the  cock  crow. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — It  is  very  amusing 
to  everybody  to  hear  these  misstatements. 
I  do  not  think  that  it  is  a  thing  for  the  hon- 
orable member  to  be  proud  of. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— If  I  can  be  amusing 
on  such  an  unpromising  subject  as  the  right 
honorable  gentleman  

Sir  John  Forrest. — It  is  only  amusing 
to  those  behind  the  honorable  member,  not 
to  me;  he  is  accustomed  to  this  sort  of 
thing. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— I  certainly  was  under 
the  impression  that  honorable  gentlemen 
sitting  behind  the  Treasurer,  and  even  some 
of  his  colleagues,  were  smiling.  However, 
I  mav  have  been  .wrong ;  I  am  sure  they 
would  not  have  done  such  a  thing  as  that. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — TKey  were  laughing 
at  the  honorable  member. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— The  Postmaster-Gene- 
ral is  doing  his  level  best  to  look  as  solemn 
er  the  circumstances  demand.  We  have  a 
right  to  expect  different  conduct  from  a  Go- 
vernment which  came  in  to  introduce  a  new 
era — ^responsible  governmrat  and  majority 
rule.  When  he  was  in  the  previous  Deakin 
Government,  the  honorable  member  for 
Maribyrnong  was  "  the  stupendous  joke  of 
the  century."  There  are  other  honorable 
members  who  did  not  then  get  even  honor- 
able mention.  Nobody  knew  that  they  were 
alive.  They  were  alluded  to  as  the-  tail 
of  the  dog.  They  had  to  do  as  they  were 
told.  They  could  not  constitute  a  majority, 
no  matter  what  they  did.  Thev  did  not 
even  rise  to  the  dignitv  of  political  tailors ; 
they  were  not  the  ninth  part  of  a  man. 
"Rut  now,  blown  out  in  some  mysterious 
way.  they  have  become  statesmen,  and 
pearls  of  wisdom  fall  from  their  mouths. 
They  even  bubble  forth  with  humour.  The 
other  morninc  the  honorable  member  for 
Cor"io,  who  formerly  was  never  suspected 
of  the  lenst  humour,  became  a  regular 
comic  opera.  Not  twilv  has  the  party  be- 
come   humorous,    it    has    also  become 


numerous.  Gentlemen  who,  when  tbey 
supported  the  last  Deakin  Government, 
did  not  (institute  a  majority,  now  are  a 
majority.  For  the  first  time,  we  are  tcHd, 
there  is  majority  rule  in  this  Chamber. 
Hlow  has  that  happened?  How  is  it  that 
when  on  one  side  there  were  fcwty-two 
members  opposed  to  thirty-two  on  the  otiier 
it  was  not  majority  rule,  and  that  now 
that  there  are  forty-three  opposed  to  thirty- 
one  it  is  ?  When  there  were  forty-two 
members,  elected  upon  common  principles, 
in  alliance,  we  were  told  that  there  was 
not  majority  rule,  but  now  that  there  are 
forty-three  members  on  one  side,  whose 
principles  are  in  direct  opposition,  and 
who,  until  they  came  together  for  sotne 
nefarious  purpose,  were  trying  to  cut  each 
other's  throats,  there  is  majority  rule. 
This  is  a  matter  upon  which  we  could  all 
speak  for  a  very  long  time.  I  rose  merely 
to  call  attention  to  these  two  circumstancest 
which,  with  any  other  Government  in 
power,  would  be  sufficiently  notable  to  ex- 
cite something  more  than  -passing  criti<nsni. 
I  am  sure  that  you,  Mr.  Speaker,  must 
have  observed  how  easy  in  politics,  as 
elsewhere,  is  the  downward  path.  Minis- 
ters, no  doubt,  made  good  resoluticms  when 
they  took  office,  but  what  ha\'e  they  dor>e 
after  being  in  power  for  a  month? 

Sir  John  Forrest. — What  did  the 
Fisher  Government  do? 

Mr.  HUGHES.— We  tried  to  carry  out 
the  programme  upon  which  we  were 
e!ecte(i.  That  has  never  been  done  by  the 
right  honorable  gentleman  in  the  whole' of 
his  career. 

-  Sir  John  Forrest. — The  honorable 
member  does  not  know  anything  about  my 
career. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— I  must  be  not  only 
deaf,  but  foolish,  if  I  have  shut  my  mind 
to  the  rumours  which  have  drifted  across 
the  sandy  deserts  of  central  Australia. 
What  has  the  right  honorable  member 
done?  Was  there  not  a  time,  in  his 
halcyon  days,  when  in  some  of  the  elec- 
torates of  Western  Australia  only  forty  or 
fifty  persons  were  on  the  roll?  Every 
country  deserves  the  politicians  which  it 
gets ;  but  I  can  ctxiceive  of  no  nxve  terrible 
and  appalling  fate  than  for  a  country  to 
have  deserved  the  Government  that  Aus- 
tralia has  now.  I  shall  not  pursue  the 
right  honorable  gentleman's  career  in  days 
when  the  abuses  of  old  Sarum  and  the 
rotten  boroughs  of  England  were  outdone. 
The  Fisher  Government  stuck  to  its  pro- 
gramme, but  in  what  respect  do  the  piin- 
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ciples  upon  which  honorable  members  op- 
posite were  elected  coincide  with  their 
programme  ? 

Sir  John  Forrest. — They  coincide  very 
well. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— Then  I  say,  in  all 
sc^rness,  "  God  hglp  the  country."  This 
is  a  plain  declaration  that  the  Government 
is  committed  to  the  programme  of  the  right 
h<xu>rable  gentleman,  of  whom  the  Age 
once  said  that  any  Ministry  which  included 
him  must  be  Conservative  and  reactitmary. 
I  have  not  a  copy  of  his  programme  in  my 
pocket  now,  although  for  days  I  have  been 
carrying  it  about  to  commit  it  to  memory. 
But  it  is  upon  that  programme  that  we  are 
to  be  governed  ! 

Sir  John  Forrest.-— Does  not  the  hon- 
orable member  mean  the  programme  out- 
lined in  the  statement  of  the  Prime  Min- 
ister?   I  am  in  accord  with  that. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— The  Prime  Minister 
said  the  other  night  that  he  had  drawn  out 
that  |wogramme  entirely  by  himself,  but 
now  the  boyish  exuberance  of  the  right 
honorable  member  leads  him  tOi  declare 
himself  the  joint  author  of  that  statement. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — T  am  equally  re- 
sponsible with  the  Prime  Minister  for  it. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— We  must  leave  it  at 
that.  If  the  right  honorable  gentleman  is 
responsible  for  it,  we  shall  know  what  to 
do  with  it.  I  hope  that  the  Government 
will  give  us  an  opportunity  to  deal  with 
serious  business  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment.  We  do  not  desire  that  the  mea- 
sures which  this  Go\-ernment  declares  it  was 
formed  to  propose  shall  be  longer  kept 
from  us.  The  chief  of  these,  I  under- 
stand, deal  with  finance.  We  ought  to 
have  a  Budget  statemeiU.  In  eight  days, 
the  honorable  member  for  Hume,  after  the 
elephantine  tread  of  the  right  honorable 
member  for  Swan  in  the  Treasury  for  two 
years  had  created  a  condition  of  tilings 
which  he  rightly  declared  to  be  chaotic, 
came  down  with  his  Budget.  But  now 
that  the  right  honorable  member  has  again 
been  Treasurer  for  a  month,  there  is  no 
more  prospect  of  the  delivery  of  a  Budget 
than  there  is  of  his  flying. 

Mr.  Livingston. — He  would  look  well 
flying. 

*  Mr.  HUGHES.  —  If  Wilbur  Wright 
would  take  the  right  honorable  member  up 
and  drop  him  down  he  would  be  doing  a 
great  service  to  this  State,  provided  that 
he  dropped  him  out  of  it.  I  hope  we  shall 
proceed  now  to  om^der  the  Supply  Bill 


in  detail,  although  one  month's  Supply 
would  have  been  ample  in  the  present  in- 
stance. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST  (Swan— Trea- 
surer) [9.46]. — I  was  asked  just  now  across 
the  table  by  the  leader  of  the  Oppositi<xi 
and  the  honorable  member  for  West  Syd- 
ney whether  the  statement  made  by  the 
Prime  Minister  that  the  old-age  pensions 
were  in  jeopardy  was  accurate,  and  inno- 
cently I  said  it  was  not ;  that  I 
did  not  think  they  were  in  any 
jeopardy.  Nor  do  I  think  so  now. 
What  I  meant  was  that  there  would 
be  no  difficulty  whatever  in  paying 
the  pensions  at  the  beginning,  as 
there  is  nearly  ^^700,000  in  the 
Treasury,  but  I  ^  not  wish  to  be  under- 
stood as  saying  that  there  is  anything  like 
sufficient  for  the  whole  financial  year,  as 
every  one  knows  that  it  will  take  more  than 
double  that  sum.  I  should  have  liked  to 
sayj  also>  that  no  provision  whatever  had 
be«i  made  for  financing  old-age  pensions; 
so  far  as  I  could  find  out  by  the  late 
Government,  and  that  was  probably  what 
the  Prime  Minister  was  referring  to. 

&fr.  Fisher.— There  was  ;£5oo,ooo  for 
this  year,  and  ;£5oo,ooo  for  the  oxning 

year. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.  —  Even  that 
would  not  be  enough.  I  did  not  hear  the 
Prime  Minister's  statement,  nor  did  I  read 
it. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  (Hindmarsh)  [9.47!. 
— In  spite  of  the  fact  that  a  no-confiHenrn 
motion  is  hanging  over  the  Government. 
I  should  not  object  to  a  grant  of 
Supply  if  urgency  were  shown,  but  I  have 
heard  nothing  to-night  to  show  that  there  is 
urgency,  or  in  any  case  that  two  months' 
Supply  is  needed.  The  Treasurer  has  made 
the  serious  statement  that  we  shall  not  get 
the  Budget  until  probably  the  end  of 
August. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  said  towards  the 
end  of  August.  I  can  teil  better  in  a  week 
or  two. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  would  point  out 
to  the  Treasurer  the  serious  position  that 
the  Commonwealth  finances  are  in  at  the 
present  tin-.e.  We  are  in  an  entirely  dif- 
ferent position  now  from  the  old  days  when 
the  right  honorable  member  was  Trea- 
surer before,  and  when  the  honorable  nieni 
ber  for  Hume  was  Treasurer.  Iri  the  old 
days  we  not  only^j  had  >>Enifli6^ltQinBnev  to 
carry  on  the  government,  but  hundreds  of 
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thousands  of  pounds  in  addition  to  hand 
back  to  the  States.  We  are  not  in  that 
position  to-day. 

Sir  John  Fokrest. — We  have  to  band 
back  three-fourths. 

■  Mr.  HUTCHISON.— And  more  than 

the  three- fourths,  unless  the  money  appro- 
priated is  spent.  We  ought  to  have  the 
Works  and  Buildings  Estimates  before  us 
much  earlier  than  before,  because  many 
urgent  works  are  required,  and,  by  the 
time  the  specifications  are  prepared  and 
tend^s  called  for,  the  financial  year  will 
have  expired,  the  money  will  be  handed 
back  to  the  States,  and  the  works  will  not 
be  gCHie  on  with. 

Sir  John  Fckrest. — There  is  an  ap- 
propriaticm. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— But  what  is  the 
use  of  it  before  tenders  are  called  for  and 
specifications  prepared  ?  The  financial  vear 
expires,  and  the  States  get  the  money.  That 
has  happened  in  the  past,  but  we  were  then 
in  a  position  to  appropriate  another  sum  in 
the  following  year,  because  the  money  was 
there.  The  Treasurer  knows,  however, 
that  now  the  money  is  not  there.  He  had 
to  admit  that  the  Prime  Minister  had  even 
stated  that  there  was  a  danger  of  old-age 
pensions  not  being  paid. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — If  he  said  that, 
he  must  have  meant  that  no  provi»on 
had  been  made. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— No  provision  at 
all  would  have  been  made  for  old-age 
pensions  if  the  Treasurer  had  had  his 
way.  He  opposed  the  Surplus  Revenue 
Sill.  Where  would  old-age  pensions  have 
been  but  for  hmiorable  members  on  this 
side?  If  the  Treasurer  had  had  his  way 
it  would  not  have  been  possible  to  pay 
pensions  until  special  taxation  bad  been 
imposed. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  did  not  believe 
in  providing  for  them  out  of  the  surplus 

revenue. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— The  right  honor- 
able member  has  been  blundering  along  the 
whole  night.  He  does  not  know  what  is 
in  the  mind  of  any  of  his  colleagues.  He 
stated  to-night  that  the  Prime  Minister 
had  not  said  that  the  Braddon  "  blot  "  was 
to  be  continued  for  five  years.  The  Prime 
Minister,  as  reported  on  page  385  of 
HansaTil  for  this  session,  said — 

In  order  ....  to  allow  an  advance 
towards  a  final  settlement,  a  scheme  is  being 
prepared  by  the  present  Treasurer  that  will  en- 
able us  to  make  an  interim  arrangement  for  a 
period  ni  long  as  will  be  necessary  to  permit 
the  vaster  financial  problem  to  be  studied. 


The  honorable  monber  for  Grey  inter- 
jected. "How  long?"  and    the  Prime 

Minister  replied — 

Five  years,  I  should  think,  will  be  the  ihortest* 
time  within  which  the  question  in  all  its  aspects 
can  be  studied  by  both  the  Commonwealth  aaJ 

the  States. 

Sir  John  FoRREST.-'-He  said  nothing 
about  the  Braddon  section,  there. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— He  must  have 
been  referring  to  the  Braddon  section.  The 
right  honorable  member  does  not  know 
what  he  is  talking  about.  He  knows  as 
little  about  the  Treasiiry  as  he  knew  when 
he  left  it  previously. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — What  is  the  good 
of  talking  like  that? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  shall  hare  a 
good  deal  to  say  unless  the  right  honor- 
able member  accords  me  the  same  courtesy 
as  he  expects  from  others. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  have  striven  to 
show  as  much  patience  as  pMsible  during 
this  debate,  but  the  Treasurer,  unless  he 
discontinues  this  nmning  fire  of  interjec- 
ticms,  will  presently  drive  me  to  the  ex- 
treme stQp  of  naming  him. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — r  am  very  sorry, 
sir,  but  the  honorable  member  was  so 
outrageous  in  his  statements  that  I  could 
not  help  it. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  was  simply 
reading  a  statement  made  by  the  Prime 
Minister.  No  doubt  that  is  outrageous 
from  the  Treasurer's  point  of  view,  be- 
cause the  Prime  Minister  says  one  thing 
and  he  says  another.  The  Prime  Minister 
said,  in  answer  to  the  honorable  member 
for  Grey — 

Five  years,  I  should  think,  will  be  the  shortest 
time  within  which  the  question  in  all  its  aspects 
can  be  studied  by  both  the  Commonwealth  and 
the  States,  and,  if  necessary,  submitted  to  tb« 
people  of  Australia  at  the  general  election  aftet 
next. 

There  the-  Prime  Minister  states  that  the 
question  cannot  be  discussed  before  the 
public,  even  at  the  next  election.  Is  that 
clear  enough  ?  That  is  the  lesstMi  that 
the  Treasurer  ought  to  learn  before  he 
bpeaks  again. 

Mr.  Chanter. — The  Government  can- 
not agree  upon  it  in  the  meantime. 

Jlr.  HUTCHISON.— The  Government 
do  not  know  what  they  are  agreeing  about 
or  talking  about.  In  answer  to  the  Trea- 
surer's statement,  that  no  provision  had 
been  made  to  pay  old-age  penaons.  I 
\\otild  point  out  that  the  late  Treasurer 
provided  j£qo,ooo  more  ^an^ wad  ^contem- 
plated when  the^Siirfi^a^W^dg^Bill  was 
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passed,  so  that  old-age  penaons  were  never 
in  danger,  in  spite  of  all  that  the  Prime 
Minister  said.  I  am  quite  satisfied  that 
if  the  Fisher  Government  had  remained  in 
office  the  premise  of  the  then  Prime  Min- 
ister, in  regard  to  the  payment  of  old-age 
pensions,  would  have  been  carried  out.  One 
■other  matter  to  which  I  should  like  to  re- 
fer is  that  of  the  telephone  service. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Will  this  not  keep 
until  to-morrow,  in  order  that  we  ma^  get 
Supply  through? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  have  only  two 
or  three  words  to  say  on  the  point.  The 
Postmaster- General  was  in  a  great  hurry 
to  do  something  at  the  bidding  of  the 
Chambers  of  Commerce,  and  I  snould  like 
him  to  do  something  now  at  my  request. 
A  few  days  ago,  I  pointed  out  to  the  Post- 
master-General that  while  a  business  man 
in  Adelaide  paid  ^^lo  for  his  telephcHie  he 
paid  j£6  in  Brisbane,  and  I  think  that  no 
<Hie  will  deny  that  that  is  inexcusable. 
The  present  Postmaster-General,  at  the  be- 
hest of  the  Chambers  of  Commerce,  could 
overturn  everything  done  by  his  predecessor, 
and  surely  this  anomaly  could  be  put  right 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  Kelly. — What  does  the  honorable 
member  suggest — ^that  the  charge  should 
be  j£6? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  suggest  that  all 
business  men  should,  in  this  connexion,  be 
put  on  an  equal  footing,  so  that  the  s|>irit 
of  the  Constitution,  as  directed  against 
discrimination,  may  be  carried  out.  I 
take  the  strongest  exception  to  the  Post- 
master-General cancelling  what  was  done  by 
his  predecessor  without  first  making  full 
inquiry. 

Mr.  Roberts. — The  Postmaster-General 
says  that  the  greater  the  network  the 
greater  the  cost. 

Sir  John  Quick. — I  say  that  the  greater 
the  network  the  greater  the  charge. 

Mr.  Roberts. — But  the  action  of  tbe 
Postmaster-General  is  directly  against  that 
idea. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— It  is  precisely  the 
reverse,  as  the  Postmaster -General  will  find 
out  when  he  gets  the  report  of  his  Com- 
mittee. T  have  no  desire  to  delay  the 
passing  of  the  Supply  Bill;  but  I  think 
that  we  should  have  more  reason  given 
to  us  for  asking  for  Supply  for  two  months. 
I  am  glad  to  hear  the  Treasurer  say  that 
there  is  a  likelihood  of  our  having  the 
Budget  statement  much  earlier  this  year, 
for,  otherwise,  a  great  many  of  our  public 
works  may  be  delayed  for  want  of  money. 


Mr.  WEBSTER  (Gwydir)  [10.0].— I 
desire  to  say  only  a  word  or  two  in  regard 
to  the  telephone  and  general  postal  ad- 
ministration. It  is  deplorable  that  there 
should  be  this  groping  in  the  dark — for  it 
is  nothing  else—by  either  the  present  or 
any  other  P(»tmasteT-General.  Under 
present  circumstances  it  is  impossible  for 
those  responsible  to  receive  the  guidants 
necessary  to  a  solution  of  the  difficulties 
which  face  them  in  the  administration  of 
this  great  Department.  In  my  judgment, 
the  action  taken,  even  by  the  late  Post- 
master-General, was  not  such  as  ccMiditicHis 
warranted,  nor  was  it  action  likely  to  meet 
the  case;  but  it  was  more  equitable  by 
far  than  that  taken  by  the  present  Post- 
master-General. 

Sir  John  Quick. — Will  the  Royal  Com- 
mission, of  which  the  btxuvable  member 
is  a  member,  submit  a  report  ? 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— When  we  have  the 
information  necessary  to  formulate  a  report 
it  will  be  presented  to  Parliament  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment. 

Mr.  Hedges. — When  the  Commissitm 
has  cost  enough  money  ! 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber can  never  make  an  observation  with 
due  recognition  of  the  importance  of  the 
subject.  If  he  is  prepared  to  give  the  same 
time  and  att^tion  as  I  have  done,  for  prac- 
tically no  remuneration,  he  will  show  a 
better  dispo«tion  to  public  work  than  that 
with  which  I  can  now  credit  him. 

Sir  John  Quick. — ^Will  the  Royal  Can- 
mission  help  me  by  sending  in  a  report? 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— As  I  have  already 
said,  until  the  Commission  possess  the 
necessary  knowledge  they  cannot  present 
a  report  creditable  to  themselves  and  bene- 
ficial to  the  country  ;  if  we  undertook  to 
present  a  report  on  insufficient  ground  we 
should  be  false  to  the  trust  reposed  in  us, 
and  doing  exactly  that  to  which  I  have 
objected  on  the  part  of  those  responsible 
for  the  administration  of  this  great  De- 
partment. I  rose  simply  to  say  that,  to  my 
mind,  the  whole  action  of  the  Government 
in  this  connexion  is  absolutely  deplorable, 
and  likely  to  lead  to  worse  confusion  than 
that  with  which  we  are  faced  at  the  present 
time. 

Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
In  Committee  of  Supply: 
Motion  (by  Sir  John  Forrest)  pro- 
posed— 

That  a  s]im  not  exceeding  /S$3,699  be  granted 
to  His  Majesty  for  or  t(ri^tdfL~4wi^>>^e 
services  of  the  yiidieit^ifiafed^-^M^^&^igto. 
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Mr.  FISHER  (Wide  Bay)  [10.5].— In 
pursuance  of  the  statement  I  made  earlier 
in  the  evening,  that  I  did  not  think 
the  Government  are  justified  in  asking  for 
Supply  for  two  months —  and  nothing  said 
on  behalf  of  the  Government  has  suppwted 
the  request — I  move — 

That  the  proposed  turn  be  reduced  to  ^^450,000. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST  (Swait— Trea- 
surer) [10.7]. — I  regret  that  the  Leader  of 
the  Opposition  has  seen  fit  to  submit  this 
amendment,  because  it  is  not  unusual  to 
ask  for  more  than  one  mmith's  Supply. 

Mr.  FiSHEB.— Such  a  request  was  never 
made  before  in  like  circumstances. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— On  3rd  July, 
ij»07,  one  month's  Supply,  amounting  to 
j£457,ooo,  was  asked  for,  the  amount  in 
respect  of  the  Treasurer's  Advance  being 
;^8o,ooo.  On  the  13th  August  three 
months'  Supply,  amounting  to  ;^i,oo3,744. 
was  asked  for.  of  which  the  Treasurer's  Ad- 
vance covered  ^20,000.  On  the  8th  No- 
vember Supply  amounting  to  j^?^?)^****  was 
asked  for  to  cover  two  months. 

Mr.  Tudor. — While  we  were  discusang 
the  Tariff. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— On  that  occa- 
sion the  Treasurer's  Advance  amounted  to 
^50.000,  On  the  19th  November  another 
Supply  Bill  providing  for  the  sum  of 
,^704,000  was  passed,  and  the  Treasurer's 
Advance  on  that  occasion  was  ;^25,ooo. 
Thus  in  1907  four  Supply  Bills,  covering 
the  sums  I  have  named,  were  passed.  In 
1908  there  were  three  Supply  Bills,  one, 
on  the  7th  March,  for  ;^76o,ooo;  one.  on 
the  loth  June,  for  ;£i,4i2»o«>.  including 
the  whole  of  the  Treasurer's  Advance— a 
sum  of  ^200,000 — and  one  on  the  14th 
Octoljer.  As  to  the  complaint  in  regard  to 
the  amount  proposed  to  be  voted  in  respect 
of  the  Treasurer's  Advance,  I  would  point 
out  that  ;^^30.ooo  is  required  for  the  Postal 
Subsidv,  and  ^£28,000  is  due  on  the  ist 
July  10  the  Western  Australian  Government, 
who  will  remit  the  money  to  London  on  be- 
half of  the  Commonwealth.  Then,  again, 
weekly  wages  for  men  employed  on  day 
labour  have  to  be  paid,  and  the  Treasurer 
has  no  monev  whatever  for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  KisHEB.— One  month's  Supply  would 
cover  that. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— Quite  so,  but  T 
am  spe.iking  more  particularly  of  the  Trea- 
surer's Advance. 

Mr.  FiSH€R. — If  the  amendment  be 
agreed  to  the  Treasurer  will  have  ;^5o,ooo 
in  his  Advance  account. 


•  Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— That  would  noc 
be  sufficient  to  cover  the  items  I  have  already 
specified.  Then,  again,  special  pay  for 
the  squadr(xi  has  to  be  provided  whenever 
asked  for,  and  mail  contractors  and  othos 
have  to  be  paid.  We  have  to  make  progress 
payments  on  contracts,  petty  cash  payments^ 
and  payments  in  respect  of  new  works  and 
buildings,  including  telegraph  and  telephooe 
construction,  tunnels  now  being  proceeded 
with,  and  buildings  under  contract  and  in 
course  of  amstruction.  A  sum  of  ;£8o,ooo 
wilt  be  required  for  two  months  in  respect 
of  these  works.  The  advance  for  naval  pay 
and  Government  printing  will  oome  to  an- 
other 2,000,  and  it  is  estimated  that  dur- 
ing the  two  months  under  review  we  shall 
require  the  whole  of  the  proposed  vote  of 
;^ioo,ooo  to  meet  liabilities  that  will  fall 
due.  It  is  solely  as  a  matter  of  convenience 
that  we  ask  for  two  OKXiths',  instead  of  one 
month's  Supply.  The  Government  do  not 
wish  to  take  advantage  of  the  House  by 
obtaining  two  months'  Supply,  but  we  know 
that  busy  times  are  ahead  of  us.  No  one 
knows  how  long  it  will  take  to  dispose  of 
the  three  motions  that  are  before  the  House, 
and  it  would  be  unprofitable  and  unnecessary 
to  interpose  another  Supply  Bill  during 
their  considerattCHi.  I  see  no  reason  why 
two  months'  Supply  should  not  be  granted, 
or  why  exception  should  be  taken  to  the 
Bill  since  it  provides  merely  for  the  ordi- 
nary services  of  the  year.  It  covers  nothing 
that  has  not  already  been  vcted  in  this  House 
in  previous  years.  It  provides  merely  for 
an  interim  Supply,  and  is  based  on  voces 
passed  by  this  House  last  year.  The  Trea- 
surer's Advance  of  ;£ioo,ooo  is  the  only 
item  which  will  be  used  for  new  works  and 
services,  and  even  those  are  services  for 
which  votes  were  passed  on  existing  esti- 
mates, but  will  lapse  with  the  close  of 
the  financial  year,  to-morrow.  The  only 
reason  I  can  assign  for  the  disposition  shown 
hv  some  honorable  members  not  to  grant 
two  months'  Supply  is  that  they  think 
that  the  Government  is  trying  to  gain 
some  advantage.  I  fail  to  see  what  advan- 
tage we  can  secure.  So  far  as  the  position 
of  the  Government  is  concerned,  there  is 
no  reason  why  we  should  not  ask  for  one 
month's,  rather  than  for  two  months',  Sup- 
ptv.  We  consider,  however,  that  it  will  be 
more  convenient,  having  regard  toal!  thedr- 
cumstances,  to  ask  for  two  months'  Supply. 
Honorable  members  may  discuss  any  matter 
they  please  on  this  Bill,  and  before  we  dis- 
pose of  the  Address-in -Rgply  and  the  no- 
confidence  moti§|5;,i^^g9|He5C9^lew»II  be 
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upon  us.  I  repeat  tbe  s^fUement  deliberately 
that  tbe  Government  have  asked  for  two 
months'  instead  of  one  month's  Supply  only 
as  a  matter  of  convenience.  I  did  not  anti- 
cipate that  exception  would  be  taken  to  the 
Bill.  We  are  adopting  the  usual  procedure. 
If  we  were  asking  for  something  that  had 
not  already  been  voted  upon  during  a  pre- 
vious session,  there  might  be  some  cause  for 
complaint.  The  Bill,  however,  has  been 
carefully  framed  by  the  Treasury.  It  con- 
tains nothing  to  which  honcvable  members 
have  not  assmted  on  previous  occasions,  and 
to  which  th^  will  assent  and  will  have  to 
assent  as  part  of  the  expenditure  is  neces- 
sary for  the  public  administration  of  the 
Commonwealth.  I,  therefore,  ask  honor- 
able members  to  pass  the  Bill  as  it  stands. 

Mr.  FISHER  (Wide  Bay)  [10.14].— 
There  is  nothing  in  the  records  of  Parlia- 
ment showing  that  two  months'  Supply  has 
been  asked  for  in  like  circumstances.  The 
only  other  point  I  wish  to  emphasize  is  that 
the  reason  three  months*  Supply  was  granted 
last  year  was  to  allow  an  international 
courtesy  to  be  paid  to  the  visiting  American 
Fleet. 

Mr.  KELLY  (Wentworth)  [10.15].— 
There  seems  to  be  a  singular  desire  on  the 
part  of  the  Opposition  to  take  a  vote  upon 
this  question. 

Mr.  Fisher. — By  arrangement  with  the 
Government. 

Mr.  KELLY.— Do  I  understand  that  the 
Leader  of  the  Opposition  desires  that  I 
should  not  make  any  remarks  upon  this  oc- 
casion? 

Mr.  Fisher, — I  make  no  request. 

Mr.  KELLY.— The  remarks  of  the  Trea- 
surer were  accurate  as  far  as  they  went,  but 
I  scarcely  think  they  met  the  objection 
which  I  outlined  this  afternoon  in  all 
friendliness  to  the  Government.  The  feel- 
ing which  I  entertain  in  regard  to  the  prac- 
tice of  granting  twnporary  Supply  ftMn 
time  to  time  is  nnt  a  new  one.  I  am  con- 
vinced that  unless  we  deal  with  the  Esti- 
mates at  the  beginning  of  the  financial 
year  so  as  to  insure  that  the  money  which 
we  vote  shall  be  expended  during  that  year, 
tbe  Departments  will  have  no  opportunity 
whatever  of  basing  their  new  Estimates 
upon  the  expenditure  of  the  previous  year 
but  will  be  compelled  to  base  them  merely 
upon  the  Estimates  for  that  year.  This  is 
a  very  serious  matter  from  the  stand-point 
of  the  finances  of  the  country.  I  know  that 
in  one  Department  there  are  numerous  di- 
rections in  (which  economies  might  be 
effected,  but  those  econcunies  are  rendered 


impossible  because  of  tbe  practice  which 
has  grown  up  of  granting  temporary  Supply 
fran  time  to  time,  and  of  dealing  with 
the  Estimates  Mily  towards  the  close  of  the 
sessicKi.  I  sincerely  hope  that  the  Trea- 
surer will  see  his  way  to  overcome  this 
difiiculty  at  an  early  date.  His  main  justi- 
fication for  his  present  action  is  that  he  is 
following  precedent.  But  I  may  say  at 
once  that  it  is  a  precedent  to  whidi  a  num- 
ber of  honorable  members,  including  my- 
self, have  always  objected.  . 

Sir  William  Lyne. — So  have  1. 

Mr.  KELLY.— The  right  honorable 
member  has  been  one  of  the  worst  offenders. 

Sir  William  Lvn^. — I  am  not  a  right 
iKMiorable  mwnber. 

Mr.  KELLY.— No.  The  honorable 
member  is.  a  grade  lower  than  the 
knight  whom  he  has  been  attacking.  In 
his  political  contortions  he  reminds  me  of 
nothing  so  much  as  the  definition  which  a 
lady  gave  of  a  line — "something  of  indefi- 
nite length  lying  consistently  between  two 
extremes."  The  view  which  I  have  ur^d 
upon  the  Ministry  in  all  friendliness  is 
one  which  I  hope  they  will  consider  in 
order  to  avoid  the  possibility  of  alien- 
ating support  upon  occasions  of  this  kind. 
I  hope  that  this  is  the  last  time  that  Min- 
isters will  ask  for  Supply  for  more  than 
one  m<with.  It  is  rather  a  pity  that  a  Supply 
Bill  should  have  to  be  interposed  in  the 
midst  of  a  no-confidence  debate,  and  in  view 
of  these  special  circumstances,  I  think  that 
(he  Government  might  well  have  asked  for 
only  one  month's  Supply.  I  do  not  wish  to 
be  regarded  as  taking  an  unfri^dly  acti(xi> 
but  <»ily  as  uttering  a  warning  as  to  the  pos- 
sibilities such  actions  may  bring  fcHth  in  the 
future.  I  hope  that  the  bad  habit  of  pass- 
ing temporary  Supply  Bills,  which  has  been 
largely  fostered  by  the  action  of  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Hume  when  he  was  in 
oflBce,  will  be  discouraged. 

Mr.  HEDGES  (Fremantle)  [10.20].— 
Independent  of  any  procedure  that  may 
have  been  adopted  in  the  past,  the  Oppo- 
sition certainly  cannot  accuse  the  Govern- 
ment of  being  dishonest,  even  if  they  secure 
a  grant  of  more  nKmey  than  they  re- 
quire at  the  moment.  There  are  numerous 
works  in  progress  throughout  Australia, 
and  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  any  body 
of  men  charged  with  administering  the  af- 
fairs of  a  country  like  this,  should  be  able 
to  see  more  than  one  month  ahead  of  them. 
It  is  impossible  to  run  a  small  contract 
worth  onlv  two  or  three-thousand  pounds 
without  having  cs^d»^E^xdb&3wi3rhich  to 
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pay  the  employes.  In  Western  Australia, 
the  work  of  undergrounding  the  teleph<xie 
wires  is  now  being  proceeded  with,  and 
'it  may  be  necessary  to  pay  off  men  there 
any  day. 

Mr.  Cam. — Has  the  honoraUe  member 
any  (X)ntracts  on  hand  ? 

Mr.  HEDGES.— If  I  had,  I  should  be 
looking  after  them  instead  of  being  in  this 
Parliament.  Hy  opinion  is  that  it  is  a 
little  bit  paltry  on  the  part  of  honorable 
members  oppt^ite  to  endeavour  to  prevent 
the  work  of  the  country  from  being  car- 
ried on. 

Mr.  Fisher. — Two  months'  supply  has 
never  been  granted  Cefore  under  similar 
.circumstances. 

Mr.  HEDGES.— That  is  no  reason  *hy 
it  should  not  be  granted  now.  Many 
things  have  been  done  by  the  present  Oppo- 
sition which  have  not  been  done  previously. 
Surely  its  attempt  to  count  out  the  House 
to-day  was  a  disgraceful  one.  In  this 
Parliament,  many  things  have  not  been 
done  which  should  have  been  done,  and 
which  I  believe  will  be  done  if  the  pre- 
sent Ministry  are  retained  in  oSice.  I  am 
satisfied  that  if  they  continue  to  occupy 
their  present  positions,  many  things  will  be 
dcxie  for  the  good  of  Australia  which 
hitherto  have  not  been  done,  regardless  of 
the  windy  spasms  and  yaps  emanating  from 
honorable  members  opposite.  To-day  we 
heard  the  late  Postmaster- General  talking 
about  how  many  telephone  rings  there  are 
daily  in  one  place  and  how  many  in  another, 
but  he  did  not  tell  us  what  it  costs  to  run  a 
telephone  in  Melbourne,  or  in  Sydney,  or 
Adelaide.  Why  did  he  not  show  that  the 
cost  is  more  in  one  place  than  it  is  in  an- 
other? Why  do  honOTable  members  oppo- 
site not  analyze  the  cost  and  talk  sense? 
What  is  the  use  of  interrogating  a  poor 
telephone  girl  upon  the  subject  ?  Do  hcwi- 
orable  members  opposite  think  that  they  will 
ever  learn  how  to  conduct  a  Department 
by  worrying  the  employes?  The  honorable 
member  for  Gwydir  has  been  good  enough 
to  throw  a  few  remarks  at  me  across  the 
chamber,  because  I  ventured  to  ask 
what  was  the  cost  of  the  inquiry 
th  a  t  is  now  proceeding  into  the 
administration  of  the  Postal  Department 
As  I  said  then,  I  and  other  honorable  mem- 
bers are  determined  to  find  out  the  cost. 
At  the  time  when  the  Royal  Commission 
was  appointed,  I  am  sure  that  no  honorable 
member  expected  that  it  was  intended  to 
harass  and  vroTTv  the  telephcxie  employes. 


It  was  intended  to  have  a  proper  inquiry 
into  the  working  of  the  Departm^,  aiid  to 
obtain  a  report  which  would  be  of  some 

value  to  Parliament.  Some  months  ago  I 
mentioned  the  work  done  by  the  Keep 
Commission  in  America.  We  hoped  to  ob- 
tain something  of  that  kind  here.  If 
the  Commission  would  find  out  where  leak- 
ages occurred,  the\-  would  do  some  sort  of 
good,  but  they  will  do  no  good  by  worry- 
ing the  telephone  girls  and  r^Bcials.  They 
have  been  travelling  from  one  end  of  Aus- 
tralia to  the  other,  and  really  I  do  not 
think  they  know  what  they  are  after,  any 
more  than  a  lot  of  bandits.  They  are  all 
after  what  they  can  catch. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  must  ask  the 
honorable  member  to  withdraw  that  remark. 

Mr.  HEDGES.— What  am  I  to  with- 
draw, sir? 

The  CHAIRMAN.—I  understood  the 
honorable  munber  to  refer  to  the  Royal 
Ctxnmission  as  being  out  for  what  they 
could  get. 

Mr.  HEDGES.— Oh,  no. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— The  honorable 
member,  as  I  understood,  distinctly  referred 
to  the  Commission  as  being  there  merely 
for  what  they  could  get  out  of  it.  If  the 
honorable  member  disclaims  that  meaning  I 
accept  his  assurance. 

Mr.  HEDGES.— I  have  been  misunder- 
stood. I  said  the  Commission  had  been 
travelling  round  the  country  like  a  lot  of 
bandits,  and  bandits  go  after  what  they  can 
get.  If  that  remark  is  not  in  order,  I 
withdraw  and  apologise.  I  rose  prin- 
cipally to  assure  the  honorable  member  for 
Gwydir  that  we  intend  to  find  out  what  the 
Postal  Commission  has  cost. 

Mr.  STORRER  (Bass)  [10.29].— I 
shall  not  attempt  to  reply  to  the  honor- 
able member  for  Fremantle,  who  does  not 
know  what  he  is  talking  about  ;  therefwe 
he  is  not  worth  replying  to.  But  I  wish  to 
reply  to  a  remark  made  by  the  Treasurer 
when  he  referred  to  my  position  in  bringing 
forward  the  old-age  pensions  matter.  He 
stated  that  I  did  it  for  the  sake  of  kudos. 
I  have  never  descended  to  appeal  to  any 
man,  poor  or  rich,  for  the  sake  of  kudos. 
I  can  afford  to  treat  the  right  honorable 
gentleman's  observations  with  the  contonpt 
they  deserve.  I  hope  I  have  been  better 
brought  up  than  to  apply  insulting  terms 
to  any  member  of  this  House. 

Mr.  DEAKIN  (Ball  a  rat— Prime  Min- 
ister) [10.30].  —  One  CQ^isideration  has 
been  lost  sight  [j^s,e.mCfi^O§IC  have 
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been  able  to  follow  this  debate,  and  that 
is  the  reason  why  two  months'  Supply  is 
asked  for.  Indepoiidently  of  the  prece- 
dents and  tllustraticms  already  given,  and 
of  the  immediate  necessities  of  current 
contracts,  it  is  because  on  no  other 
occasion  in  the  history  of  the  Ccmimon- 
wealth  has  there  been  a  Budget  associated 
with  questions  of  such  importance,  or 
with  a  variety  of  financial  changes  of 
such  immense  magnitude,  as  those  which  v;e 
have  to  face  in  a  couple  of  months.  The 
Government  were  faced  with  the  altema* 
tive  of  coming  down  with  a  request  for  one 
month's  Supply,  and  then  again  before  the 
Budget  could  be  prepared  for  another 
ni<xith's  Supply,  or  of  submitting  a  pro- 
posal for  two  months'  Supply  at  the  present 
time.  Not  that  the  Budget  will  be  post- 
poned  a  day  iwiger  than  is  necessary.  On 
the  contrary,  it  will  be  submitted  at  the 
earliest  possible  date.  It  may  be  submitted 
by  the  middle  of  August.  In  fact  that 
was  the  date  which  the  Treasurer  rose  to 
mention  J  but  it  was  pointed  out  to  him,  that 
for  precautionary  reasons,  he  had  better  in- 
dicate that  while  the  Budget  would  be 
brought  forward  as  soon  as  possible,  it 
might  not  be  so  soon  as  the  middle  of 
August,  although  it  will  be  even  earlier,  if 
possible.  What  we  have  to  face  first 
is  the  payment  of  the  old-age  pen- 
sions, for  which  object  we  must  look 
not  only  at  the  current  six  months, 
for  which  we  have  rither  a  sufficient  sum 
or  a  very  large  proportion  of  that  sum ;  but 
recollect  that  Budget  proposals  must  allow 
for  the  provision  of  at  least  as  much  more, 
and  probably  a  larger  amount  than  the 
existing  trust  fund,  now  amounting  to 
barely  /^yoo.ooo.  Despite  the  fact  that 
the  Surplus  Revenue  Apt  has  enabled  us 
to  put  aside,  say,  one-half — probably  it 
will  be  less— of  the  total,  no  previous 
Treasurer  of  the  Commonwealth  has  been 
faced  with  the  responsibility  of  finding  any 
such  new  sum  within  the  Commonwealth 
fourth. 

Sir  WiLUAu  Lyne. — ^The  Prime  Minis- 
ter advised  me  what  to  da 

Mr.  Fisher. — I  put  aside  ^^500,000  this 
year. 

Mr.  DEAKIN'.—No  Treasurer  under 
the  Commonwealth  has  been  faced  

Sir  WiLUAH  Lyne. — I  say  that  that  is 
an  absolute  misstatement. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Order  ! 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— It  does  not  matter,  sir. 
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Sir  William  Lyne. — It  does  matter.  I 
will  make  it  matter  before  I  have  done 
with  you — traitor  I 

The  CHAIRMAN.  —  The  honorable 
member  for  Hume  must  withdraw  the  re- 
mark which  he  has  made  concerning  the 
Prime  Minister. 

Sir  William  Lyne.— By  your  direction, 
sir,  I  will  withdraw  *itj  but  the  Prime 
Minister  is  stating  what  I  shall  show  pre- 
sently is  absolutely  incorrect. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  must  insist  upon 
the  tumorable  member  withdrawing  the  re- 
mark unoonditicmally. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  will  withdraw  it, 
so  as  to  have  no  more  bother  about  it. 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — My  object  is  to  be  as 
brief  as  possible. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — The  Prime  Minis- 
ter wants  to  be.  I  am  not  going  to  be  hood- 
winked. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Honorable  members 
are  aware  of  the  anxiety  that  has  been  felt 
in  order  to  set  aside  the  sum  necessary  for 
the  payment  of  old-age  pensions.  We  have 
)et  to  be  assured  of  finding  this  sum  and 
sufficient  income  for  the  present  year  frran 
the  ordinary  sources.  With  that  uncer- 
tainty before  us,  I  think  that  honorable 
members,  on  consideration,  will  see  that  the 
s:'riousness  of  the  questicm  raised  by  the 
payment  of  old-age  pensions  during  the 
next  eighteen  months  has  not  been  in  the 
least  degree  overstated.  It  is  a  very  serious 
contingency,  which  requires  to  be  provided 
for.  Nor  does  it  stand  alone.  In  addi- 
tion to  that,  in  the  present  circumstances, 
not  only  of  Australia,  but  in  the  present 
circumstances  of  international  relations,  it 
will  be  necessary  for  the  Government  to 
consider  what  sums  of  expenditure  will  be 
required  during  the  twelve  months,  in 
order  to  make  more  adequate  provision 
for  (he  defence  of  Australia — naval  and 
military.  This  constitutes  a  very  serious 
demand  upon  the  public  purse,  for  which 
provision  will  have  to  be  made.  In  addi- 
tion, we  are  faced,  in  the  Post  and 
Telegraph  Department,  as  well  as  else- 
where— but  particularly  in  that  Depart- 
ment— with  instruments  which  have  bectxne 
due  for  replacement,  and  demands  for 
more  effective  appliances,  involving  larger 
expenditure  for  the  improvement  of  the 
Department  than  has  been  contem- 
plated in  any  year  since  Federation. 
In  these  three  directions,  therefore,  we 
have  new  demands  of  a  very  serious  char- 
acter, which,  when  added  together,  occa- 
sion  the  complexity  and  the  gravity 
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the  present  financial  situation.  In  ad- 
dition to  that,  the  Cabinet  has  again  to 
renew  the  proposals  for  the  relations  of 
Commonwealth  and  State  finance.  I  am 
informed  that  whilst  I  was  absent  from 
the  chamber,  the  intentions  of  the  Govern- 
ment have  been  interpreted  as  implying  a 
continuance  of  the  operation  of  the  existing 
Braddon  section  in  the  Constitution  for  an- 
other five  }ears.  No  such  proposal  has  ever 
been  made  by  me,  or  to  my  knowledge,  by 
any  member  of  the  Government.  What  is 
proposed  is  that  during  some  period 
which  will  allow  of  an  exhaustive 
examination  of  the  financial  relations 
with  a  view  to  a  permanent  settlement, 
there  shall  be  a  new  divisicm  of 
the  Customs  and  Excise  revenue  other 
than  that  provided  for  by  what  is  popu- 
larly known  as  the  Braddon  section, 
with,  perhaps,  some  other  serious  financial 
conditions  attached  to  it. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — Hear,  hear ;  that 
is  what  is  the  matter. 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — This,  too,  will  require 
to  be  dealt  with  in  that  Budget  of  the 
Treasurer,  'which  is  due  before  the  close 
of  August. 

Mr.  Mahon. — I  suppose  the  honorable 
gentleman  intends  inviting  the  States  Pre- 
miers to  another  Conference. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Under  these  circum- 
stances, the  three  great  demands  for  old- 
age  pensions,  the  Post  Office,  and  for  de- 
fence, taken  together  with  a  reconsidera- 
tion of  the  whole  of  the  financial 
arrangements  on  which  hitherto  the 
Budgets  of  every  year  have  absolutely 
depended — which  it  is  proposed  to  recast 
in  a  new  form,  for  a  few  years,  preluding 
a  still  further  departure— these  facts 
must,  I  think,  satisfy  hcmorable  members 
that  the  Budget  about  to  be  submitted  has 
not  had,  and  could  not  have  had,  any 
parallel  in  the  history  of  the  Common- 
wealth up  to  this  date.  The  proposals 
to  be  submitted  will  be  of  an  extent  and 
a  gravitv  demanding  the  closest  considera- 
tion, first  of  the  Government,  and  then  of 
this  House. 

Mr.  Page. — The  honorable  member  for 
Flinders  told  the  honorable  gentleman  that 
two  and  a-half  vears  aga 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Then  it  is  to  the 
credit  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Flinders,  from  which  I  do  not  desire  to 
detract.  All  that  I  am  concerned  to 
point  out  to  the  House  is  that  this  request 
for  two  months'  Supply  is  one  for  which 
I   there  is  a  series  of  precedents,  as  there 


are  precedents  for  the  granting  of  Supj^y 
for  even  longer  periods,  at  other  times  cl 
the  year.  For  making  it  at  this  time  of 
the  year  I  have  given  strong  and  convindng 
reasons.  The  necessity  for  obtaining  an 
opportunity  of  fully  and  closely  consider- 
ing these  proposals  before  we  submit  them 
to  the  House  is  the  heaviest  task  that  rests 
upon  the  Government  to-day.  As  the  Leader 
of  the  Opposition  reminded  the  Com- 
mittee, I  have  often  pointed  out  that  this 
must  be  practically  a  financial  ses^. 
Every  subject  to  be  dealt  with  will,  of 
course,  affect  finance,  but  on  this  partioilar 
occaaon  these  great  demands  are  re- 
lated in  quite  an  racceptional  \vay.  If 
there  has  been  no  precedent  of  this  kind 
at  the  commencement  of  any  preceding  ses- 
sion, it  is  because  at  the  commencement 
of  no  preceding  session  have  we  beeii 
called  upon  to  face  problems  approaching 
in  magnitude  and  complexity  the  probkms 
with  wh^ch  we  are  confronted  to-day. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Do  not  talk  non- 
sense- The  honorable  gentleman  cannot 
explain  things  away. 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — Every  member  vbo 
gives  these  matters  consideration,  and 
realizes  his  responsibility  as  a  member 
of  this  Parliament,  must  feel  it 
rest  more  heavily  upon  his  shoulders 
now  than  e\er  before.  I  am  sure 
that  the  country,  realizing  what  this 
must  mean,  will  be  satisfied  that  in  the 
course  proposed  by  the  Goverrmjent  th«e 
is  a  wise  saving  of  parliamentary  time. 
There  has  been  no  attempt  to  obtain  any 
financial  liberty,  or  to  ask  {<x  expenditure 
that  has  not  b^  previously  apprcmd.  We 
are  i»oposing  to  e]q>end  the  money  asked 
for  <HiIy  upon  works  already  autborised, 
and  to  meet  demands  about  to  be  made, 
which,  as  the  return  frtra  the  Treasun- 
shows,  will  absorb  the  .whole  of  the  amount 
available.  We  have  taken  the  only  practic- 
able business-like  course  it  is  possible  to 
take  in  an  emergency  of  this  sort,  if  this 
House  is  to  rise  to  the  IctcI  of  the  occasion, 
and  meet  its  great  financial  responsiWIities 
promptly  within  the  few  weeks  prior  to  the 
Budget. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — That  speech  must 
not  be  taken  seriously ;  and  it  will  not  be 
either. 

Mr.  FISHER  (Wide  Bav)  [10.40].— It 
is  remarkable  that  we  should  have  had  to 
wait  until  the  very  end  of  this  debate  to 
learn  the  real  reasons  for  the  action  taken 
by  the  Government.  Honorable  members 
are  aware  that  the  reason  given  by  the  Traa^ 


Supplg  Bm         [39  June,  1909.]  {No.  1). 


523 


surer  for  the  action  proposed  had  no  refer- 
ence to  the  great  and  urgent  matters  referred 
to  by  the  Prime  Minister.  The  Treasurer  re- 
lied upon  the  precedents  of  previous  occa- 
sions. He  contended  that  the  Government 
were  proposing  to  do  to-day  only  what  had 
been  done  by  previous  Governments.  Now 
the  Prime  Minister  admits  that  there  is  no 
precedent  at  all  to  support  the  actiw  of  the 
Government. 

Mr.  Deakin. — There  is  no  precedent  for 
this  financial  situation. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Nor  for  this  com- 
posite Ministry. 

Mr.  FISHER. — I  question  whether  any 
member  of  the  House  ever  saw  a  political 
situation  like  this.  It  is  un{Mrecedented,  I 
believe,  in  the  history  of  responsible  go- 
vernment in  the  British  D(xninions.  The 
Prime  Minister  has  abandoned  the  reason 
given  by  the  Treasurer  for  the  action  of  the 
Government.  At  the  request  of  the  Minis- 
ter of  Defence  I  aslced  hcviorable  members 
on  this  side  to  refrain  from  speaking  at 
length. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  had  no  idea  that 
the  h(»iorE^le  gentleman  proposed  to  launch 
another  motion  of  censure. 

Mr.  FISHER.— Did  I  not  say  that  I 
could  not  think  of  granting  two  months' 
Supply,  and  that,  in  my  opinion,  one 
month's  Supply  would  be  ample  to  meet 
the  situation?  I  stated  that  in  unmistak- 
able language. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Nothing  of  that 
was  menticmed  between  the  honorable  mem- 
ber and  myself. 

Mr.  FISHER.— The  honorable  gentle- 
man said,  "  We  will  take  the  vote." 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  arrangement 
was  to  give  us  the  other  motion,  and  we 
should  take  the  Bill  for  Supply  to-morrow. 

Mr.  FISHER.— I  wished  to  be  very 
careful,  and  after  the  honorable  gentleman 
had  said  that  we  would  take  the  vote,  I 
went  back  and  said,  "  You  said  you  would 
lake  the  vote?"  and  he  said,  "  Yes." 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  meant  the  other 
vote. 

Mr.  FISHER. — I  have  been  mistaken  or 
misunderstood  two  or  three  times  recently. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — Have  it  in  writing. 

Mr.  FISHER.— I  went  back  to  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  to  make  sure  that  he  said 
hi  would  take  the  vote,  and  this  is  the  only 
vote  that  I  know  of. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — We  are  ready  to 
talw  a  vote. 


Mr.  FISHER.— May  I  remind  the  Prime 
Minister  of  his  many  statements  on  the 
public  platform  that  the  old-age  pensions 
were  in  danger? 

Mr.  Deakin. — They  were. 

Mr.  FISHER.— Nothing  of  the  kind. 

Mr.  Deakin. — They  were  until  the  hon- 
orable m^ber  explamed  what  his  finan- 
cial proposals  were. 

Mr.  Hughes. — The  Treasurer  denied  it. 

Sir  John  Forrest.— That  was  owing  to 
a  misunderstanding. 

Mr.  FISHER.— A  statement  of  such  a 
far-reaching  character  ought  not  to  have 
l>cen  uttered  by  a  gentleman  in  the  resptxi- 
sible  position  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Ballarat. 

Mr.  Deakin. — I  would  make  it  again. 
Sir  WiLLiAU  Lyne. — Stick  to  the  truth. 

Mr.  FISHER.— At  the  end  of  1907-8 
there  was  ;^i93,oco  to  the  credit  of  the 
fund.  This  year  ^^500, 000  has  been  paid 
to  its  credit,  and  on  the  same  basis 
^^500,000  would  have  been  added  during 
the  next  financial  year,  making  a  total  pro- 
vision of  200,000.  Is  it  beycHid  the 
capacity  of  this  Parliament  to  find  a  few 
extra  hundred  thousand  pounds  for  this 
purpose?  A  suggestion  to  the  contrjiry  is 
altogether  ridicu^s.  When  a  leading  pub- 
lic man,  who  claims  to  have  an  Australian 
record,  goes  upon  a  public  platform  and 
leaves  an  impression  in  the  minds  of  the 
public  that  the  payment  of  the  old- 
age  pensions  was  in  danger,  it  is 
a  reflection  upon  his  capacity  and  his 
position  in  this  House.  The  payment 
of  the  pensions  was  never  in  danger. 
What  about  making  provision  for  defence? 
Is  that  a  new  matter?  Long  ago  I  h^ard 
the  Prime  Minister  explain  the  diflSculties 
of  the  defence  question.  Two  years  ago  be 
said  that  the  questioi  of  defence  was  urgent, 
and  yet  nothing  has  been  done.  The  ques- 
tion of  the  administration  of  the  Post  and 
Telegraph  Department  is  not  a  new  one. 
The  Prime  Minister  was  aware  of  the 
trouble  with  the  Department.  It  is  a  great 
deal  worse  since  the  present  Government 
came  into  c^ce.  The  late  Government 
were  prepared  to  tackle  the  men  who  do- 
rive  advantages  from  the  telephone  service. 
In  the  country  the  telephone  pays  reason- 
ably well,  but  in  the  big  centres  of  ponu 
lation  there  is  a  great  loss,  and  yet  the  nre 
sent  Government  undid  what  was  done  by 
their  predecessors.  They  want  time  to  in- 
troduce their  own  scheme,  but  when  they 
were  pressed  by  the  Chamb^,^^^Go'mmer(  ( 
it  did  not  take  them  a  week  to  reverse  oui 
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action.  The  next  reason  given  by  the 
Prime  Minister  was  characteristic  of  him  on 
an  occasion  of  this  kind.  "  A  period,"  he 
said,  *'  must  elapse  which  will  give  us  time 
to  make  exhaustive  inquiries  into  all  the 
material  facts  which  surround  this  enor- 
mous problem.'*  That  is  something  like 
the  phraseology  we  heard.  Now  in  mat- 
ters of  finance  two  and  two  make  four.  If 
the  Government  will  ascertain  how  much 
they  want  to  raise  they  will  know  exactly 
what  they  can  spend.  If  they  desire  time 
to  manoeuvre,  they  should  say  so.  But  if 
they  desire  to  carry  on  the  government  as 
it  ought  to  be  conducted,  they  will  accept 
one  month's  Supply  and  meet  the  situation, 
because  a  Treasurer  with  the  experience  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Swan  can  submit 
a  Budget  to  the  House  within  three  weeks. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume)  [io.^8]. 
— I  cannot  allow  the  speech  of  the  Prime 
Minister,  bristling  as  it  did  with  inaccura- 
cies, to  go  unchallenged.  He  said  that 
never  before  was  there  a  financial  position 
such  as  there  is  now.  He  knows  what  the 
position  was  before.  He  knows  that  I 
never  took  one  step  or  one  action  without 
consulting  him.  He  approved  of  every 
step  I  took,  and  we  were  ready  to  deal  with 
the  whole  question  at  once.  Because  he 
has  jumped  from  an  hcmest  Ministry  to  a 
mixed  Ministry  is  that  a  reason  why  he 
should  turn  himself  inside  out,  so  far  as 
finance  is  concerned?  His  statement  to- 
night  astounded  me,  and  it  takes  a  lot  from 
him  to  astound  me.  He  said  that  never  be- 
fore was  a  Government  required  to  face 
such  a  serious  financial  position.  I  had 
to  face  a  serious  financial  position.  We 
agreed  to  a  programme  for  that  purpose 
with  the  concurrence  of  my  leader,  whom  I 
then  respected,  and  who,  I  thought,  was 
going  to  be  true  and  honest  with  me  in  his 
dealings.  But  now  he  turns  absolutely  upon 
himself  and  says — "  In  view  of  this  serious 
financial  position,  we  have  to  take  time  to 
consider  our  policy."  The  financial  posi- 
tion is  probably  no  worse  to-day  than 
it  was  then,  but  if  it  is  the  fault 
lies  with  this  mixed  Ministry.  I  know 
that  the  financial  position  was  improved 
by  the  administration  of  the  late  Go- 
vernment. I  took  the  trouble  to  find  out 
the  power  which  had  been  exercised  by  the 
late  Prime  Minister  in  controlling  the  De- 
partments, and  thus  I  got  to  kiK}w  what  the 
financial  positicm  was.  It  was  better  than 
it  was  when  we  left  crfBce,  because  I  had  not 
the  same  power  to  control  the  Departments 
as  he  had.  A  Prime  Minister  of  topsy-turvy 


tendencies  says  that  the  financial  positioH 
is  worse  to-day  than  ever  it  was.  There  is 
about  ;£70o,ooo  to  the  credit  of  the  old- 
age  pensions  fund.  Who  was  it  who  stuck 
out  for  a  sum  of  money  being  put  aside  for 
that  purpose? 

Mr.  Matbews. — Not  the  honorable 
member  opposite. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— No,  I  had  to 
fight  pretty  hard  for  the  reservati<Hi  of  the 
money,  but  I  got  a  commencement  made 
with  trust  funds  for  old-age  pensions  and 
defence.  I  obtained  the  concurrence  of  the 
Prime  Minister  in  what  I  did.  I  also  got 
his  concurrence  to  work  out  the  problem  of 
meeting  the  financial  requirements  of  the 
old-age  pensions  system  until  1910.  He 
knows  well  that  that  was  all  fixed  up,  and 
I  cannot  understand  a  man  who  calls  him- 
self a  straight,  honest  politician  coming 
down  here  to-night  and  making  the  state- 
ment he  did. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Is  the  evidence  in 
the  Treasury  ?  I  have  not  seen  it,  and  1 
would  like  to  know  what  the  scheme  is. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  Prime  Min- 
ister knew  then  what  it  was.  I  said  that 
I  was  going  to  finance  the  system  for  ax 
months. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — How  was  the  honor- 
able member  going  to  do  it  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— It  is  an  easy 
matter  for  the  Commonwealth  to  finance  a 
thing. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Was  the  honorable 
member  going  to  borrow  the  money  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  Prime 
Minister  knew  what  I  was  going  to  do. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — What  does  the  hon- 
orable member  mean  bv  financing? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— If  the  honor- 
able member  has  a  big  surplus  he  can  bor- 
row from  the  banks,  and  so  we  can  borrow 
frcMn  the  banks  for  six  months. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — How  was  the  honor- 
able member  going  to  finance  it  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  cannot  attend 
to  the  chip-chapping  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber. My  proposal  was  agreed  to,  and  yet 
the  Prime  Minister  came  down  here  to-night 
and  made  the  most  astounding  statement 
that  I  have  ever  heard  frcm  any  man  who 
calls  himself  a  straight-out,  honest  politi- 
cian. 

Mr.  Hughes. — He  does  not  call  himself 
that,  surely? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  do  not  know ; 
others  do,  but  they  are  very  few  now.  In  re- 
ference to  defence,  the  Prime  Minister  says 
that  we  have  to  deal  with  the  great  problem 
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of  expenditure.  I  put  ^£250,000  to  the 
credit  of  a  trust  fund  at  his  instance,  be- 
cause I  knew  what  he  wanted.  It  was 
agreed  that  we  should  build,  I  think,  three 
torpedo  destroyers,  and  that  by  the  time 
payment  was  required  the  money  would  be 
available.  I  am  not  sure  that  that  sum 
would  not  have  paid  for  them.  What  did 
the  next  Treasurer  do?  In  a  period  extend- 
ing over  three  years,  he  proposed  to  procure 
twenty-three  torpedo  destroyers. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Where  was  the  hon- 
orable member  going  to  get  the  money 
frtra? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.—Never  mind 
about  the  overdraft.  We  can  get  the  money, 
but  we  will  not  give  any  money  for  a  Dread- 
nought. 

Sir  John  Foskest. — ^Was  he  going  to 
borrow  it? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE— No.  We  can 
get  the  money  by  applying  to  our  own  people 
and  not  to  any  one  else.  I  am  making  these 
remarks  because  I  was  amazed  just  now  at 
the  statement  of  the  Prime  Minister.  I  did 
think  that  he  had  sMne  regard  for  his  word 
and  his  knowledge.  I  can  only  imagine 
that  his  head  has  gone  cronk.  The  state- 
ment which  came  from  him  is  the  most 
damaging  that  he  has  ever  made.  Wh«i  I 
see  together  the  Prime  Minister  and  the 
honorable  m«nber  for  Parramatta,  one  with 
a  face  as  long  as  the  distance  from  the 
lights  above  us  to  the  floor,  and  the  other 
laughing,  I  know  which  has  got  the  better 
of  the  other.  Everything  in  regard  to  de- 
fence was  arranged,  so  what  need  was  there 
for  delay? 

Sir  John  Forrest.— Why  all  this  heat? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Be  quiet  with 
your  chipping  in.  The  right  honorable 
member  for  Swan  is  beoHning  a  duck.  He 
will  not  let  me  have  a  show.  He  can  take 
my  word  for  it  that  my  life  is  going  to 
be  devoted  to  showing  up  the  political  dis- 
honesty that  has  lately  taken  place. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown. — I  hope  that  it 
will  be  short,  then. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  honorable 
member's  political  life  will  be  that.  There 
are  those  who  have  failed  to  recognise 
truth  and  honesty  in  their  attitude  towards 
their  former  colleagues,  and,  so  long  as 
my  life  lasts  I  shall  try  to  get  them  down. 
The  Prime  Minister  told  me  once  that 
things  can  be  explained  away.  They  will 
take  a  lot  of  explaining  so  far  as  he  is 
concerned,  especially  after  the  outrageous 
speech  which  he  has  made  to-night.  He 


absolutely  turned  upside  down  everything 
that  was  honest,  and  should  have  been 
treated  so.  He  went  behind  his  own  prin- 
ciples and  policy,  and,  if  I  may  be  allowed 
to  say  it,  behind  what  I  conceive  to  be  his 
own  honesty.  His  speech  to-night  will  live 
as  long  as  he  does,  and  a  great  deal  longer. 
So,  too,  will  the  history  of  what  has  taken 
place  and  teen  brought  about  by  this  com- 
munistic, composite,  antagonistic  

Mr.  Hughes. — Anarchistic  ! 

Mr.  Fadibairn. — Capitalistic.  Give  us 
the  lot. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— And  capital- 
istic combination.  It  will  live  to  the  degra- 
dation of  those  who  have  formed  it.  The 
Prime  Minister  went  on  to  talk  about  the 
Post  Office.  I  know  what  was  attempted 
in  that  connexion.  A  Ministerial  Commit- 
tee was  appointed  which  had  the  audacity, 
if  I  may  so  term  it,  to  make  a  report  in 
which  the  borrowing  of  money  was  reccmi- 
mended.  I  opposed  that  from  the  jump, 
and  I  stopped  it.  I.et  thow  who  say  that 
I  did  not  make  that  declaration  .say  .so 
publicly,  and  I  shall  bring  evidence  to 
■  prove  my  statement. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Then,  I  suppose, 
the  honorable  member's  supporters  were 
against  him. 

Sir  .WH'LIAM  LYNE.— They  nught 
have  be»i,  but  my  life  will  show  that  I 
do  not  pay  much  attention  to  supptnrters 
when  I  think  that  they  are  wrong. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  honorable 
member  has  a  good  eve  to  the  main  chance. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  right  hon- 
orable gentleman  has  a  better.  Honorable 
members  call  me  the  underground  engineer, 
and  the  right  honorable  member  has  asked 
me  how  it  is  that  I  get  on  top  every  time. 
He  is  on  top  for  the  time  being,  and  that 
proves  that  he  is  the  boss  underground  en- 
gineer, not  only  of  the  Cwnmonwealth  Par- 
liament, but  o^  Australia.  I  have  always 
said  that  he  was  this.  He  has  a  suave, 
nice,  insinuating  manner,  but,  look  out, 
there  is  the  mailed  fist  there  all  the  time. 
I  resisted  the  borrowing  of  money  for  pay- 
ing for  Post  Office  work. 

Mr.  BowDEN. — The  honorable  member  is 
resi>onsib!e  for  it. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  am  not  re- 
spOTisible  for  anything  of  the  kind.  I  am 
resp(»isible  for  seeing  that  more  mon<^  was 
not  spent  than  we  had  means  to  pay.  I 
did  not  starve  anything.  The  right  hcxiM'- 
able  member  for  Swan  is  the  starvation 
man.    He  startegjt^^^tji^^^f^  not 
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starve  himself.  I  had  a  regard  for  ray  re- 
putation— because  I  was  a  Treasurer  be- 
fore I  became  Treasurer  of  the  Common- 
wealth— and  I  was  not  going  to  permit 
any  one  to  say  to  me,  after  I  had  left 
office,  that  I  had  allowed  a  large  expenditure 
to  take  place  which  we  had  not  means  to 
meet.  That  is  why  they  say  that  I  starved 
the  Departments.  It  was  because  of  what 
took  pla(»  when  the  right  hoiorable  mem- 
ber was  Treasurer  that  that  difficulty  was 
created.  He  succumbed  to  the  importuni- 
ties of  some  of  the  officials,  and  agreed  to 
certain  expenditure  before  I  became  Trea- 
surer. When  I  entered  the  Treasury,  and 
found  that  1,500  new  hands  were  to  be  ap- 
pointed at  once  in  two  or  three  Depart- 
ments, and  others  in  other  Departments,  it 
made  me  think.  It  was  to  a  large  ex- 
tent the  authorizing  by  the  right  honorable 
member  of  expenditure  which  I  had  not 
means  to  meet  that  caused  that  difficulty. 

Mr.  Face. — He  has  never  said  a  word 
about  that. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  statement  is 
absolutely  incorrect.    I  denv  it. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  right  hon- 
orable member  has  denied  his  own  initials 
on  papers  which  I  have  produced.  He 
will  deny  any  mortal  thing.  I  say,  with 
reference  to  the  Post  Office,  that  the  Prime 
Minister  and  the  Treasurer  have  no  right 
to  ask  for  time.  It  was  known  when  the 
last  Deakin  Government,  of  which  I  was 
a  member,  left  office  what  should  be  done. 
Why,  then,  all  this  delay?  It  is  because 
Ministers  require  time  to  propound  some- 
thing else.  The  Prime  Minister  has  turned 
his  views  absolutely  inside  out  to  meet  the 
honorable  member  for  Parramatta.  They 
have  run  the  rule  over  him  as  they  have 
run  the  rule  over  the  honorable  member  for 
Brisbane. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  honorable 
member  is  insulting  every  one  to-night. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  am  not  in- 
sulting any  one.  The  right  honorable 
member  has  insulted  me  two  or  three  times. 
If  telling  the  truth  is  insulting,  honorable 
members  must  receive  their  deserts.  I  am 
telling  the  truth.  I  have  never  told  a  lie 
in  my  life. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  must  permit  tlic 
honorable  member  to  be  insulting  if  the 
Chairman  does  so. 

The  CHAIRMAN. ~I  call  upon  the 
honorable  member  for  Parramatta  to  with- 
draw that  remark. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — What  remark? 


The  CHAIRMAN.— The  honorable 
member  has  stated  that  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Hume  has  been  doing  something 
that  I  would  not  allow  another  honorable 
member  to  do. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Apparently  you  are, 
sir.  I  withdraw  my  statement  if  I  must 
do  so ;  but  the  fact  remains  that  you  are 
permitting  the  hcxiorable  member  for  Hume 
to  indulge  in  the  most  insulting  observa- 
tions without  taking  the  slightest  notioe  of 
them. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — I  would  make  the 
honorable  member  withdraw  that. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  feel  that  the  re- 
mark of  the  honorable  member  for  Parra- 
matta requires  something  more  than  a  mere 
withdrawal  of  it  on  his  part.  If  I  am  to 
be  insulted,  I  shall  not  retain  my  position. 
I  have  been  elected  by  the  House,  and, 
in  the  interests  of  its  own  honour,  the  Com- 
mittee should  protoit  me,  even  itom  a  Min 
ister  of  the  Crown.  If  some  action  is  not 
taken  in  connexion  with  what  has  just 
been  said  by  the  Minister  of  Defence,  I 
shall  refuse  to  occupy  the  chair  any  longer. 
I  ask  the  Prime  Minister  to  take  action, 
and,  to  bring  the  matter  to  a  head,  so  that 
I  may  know  what  position  I  am  to  hold,  I 
name  the  honorable  member  for  Parramatta 
for  disorderly  conduct. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  do  not  know 
what  the  position  is. 

Mr.  Page. — Be  a  man. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Am  I  to  be  insulted 
all  round  the  Chamba:  ?  I  shall  be 
glad  to  do  what  ought  to  be  done  in  the 
circumstances  if  I  am  permitted,  but  I  shall 
not  .be  bullied  by  honorable  members  in  this 
way.  I  do  not  care  what  the  Committee 
does,  I  shall  not  submit  to  this  kind  of 
bullying. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  would  ask  honor- 
able members  to  refrain  from  interjections 
during  this  crisis,  for  it  is  a  crisis  so  far  as 
I  pers(»ially  am  concerned. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  innocent  re- 
mark which  apparently  has  caused  all  this 
trouble  had  reference  to  some  very  rude  and 
impertinent  remarks  that  were  being  made 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Hume  regard- 
ing myself.  Apparently  no  notice  was  taken 
of  them,  and  I  remarked  that  I  should  have 
to  permit  the  honorable  member  to  continue 
in  that  strain,  as  apparently  the  Chairman 
was  doing,  meaning  to  indicate  only  that 
you,  sir,  did  not  regard  the  remarks  as 
impertinent.    I  had  no  intention  of  reflect- 
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sorry.  My  intention  was  to  call  attention 
to  the  impertinence  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Hume,  and  I  think  it  is  time  some 
notice  was  taken  of  it. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  did  not  hear  any 
impertinent  remarks,  if  they  were  uttered ; 
but  at  the  time  there  was  a  good  deal  of 
noise.  If  they  were  uttered,  the  Minister 
of  Defence  had  a  proper  course  to  follow. 
He  should  have  called  my  attention  to 
them,  and  I  would  have  called  upon  the 
honorable  member  for  Hume  to  withdraw 
them.  Apparently  the  Minister  preferred 
to  take  another  course,  and  wait  even  fur- 
ther, for  in  his  seccmd  explanation  he  took 
up  the  position  that  I  was  deliberately  al- 
lowing the  honorable  member  for  Hume  to 
say  certain  things  that  I  -knew  he  had  no 
right  to  say.  If  the  honorable  member  dis- 
claims that,  I  must  accept  his  explanation. 
There  is,  however,  a  proper  course  to  take 
in  these  matters,  and  I  hope  honorable 
members  will  take  it.  While  I  occupy  the 
position  of  Chairman,  if  X  feel  that  I  can- 
not honestly  carry  out  duties,  I  hope  I 
shall  have  sufficient  manliness  to  resign. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  did  not 
think  I  said  anything  that  offended  against 
the  ordinary  rules  of  debate,  and  I 
must  be  accused  if  I  speak  hotly  when  I 
feel  as  strongly  as  I  do  upon  the  speech 
made  by  the  Prime  Minister  to-night — the 
most  extraordinary  that  I  ever  listened  to, 
knowing  what  I  do  of  his  past  determina- 
tion, and  of  his  agreement  to  do  things 
that  I  wanted  done.  If  I  have  said  any- 
thing that  goes  beyond  the  limits  of  orderly 
debate,  I  am  willing  to  withdraw  it  at  your 
instance,  or  even  without  it.  I  have  dealt 
with  defence  and  old-age  pensions  as 
touched  upon  by  the  Prime  Minister.  I 
wish  now  to  say  that  the  Post  and  Tele- 
graph Department  could  be  conducted  and 
made  eflScient,  to  the  satisfaction  of  honor- 
able members  and  the  people,  without  the 
borrowing  of  money,  if  we  could  only  get 
a  Ministry  who  would  stand  up  for  their 
own  rights  and  keep  their  own  money.  We 
want  no  borrowing,  and  I  do  not  think  that 
the  country  will  allow  it. 

Mr.  Mahon. — It  is  necessary  to  spend  a 
lot  mace.  Many  of  my  ccxistituents  are 
cut  off  from  communication  with  the  out- 
side world. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— If  we  had  kept 
the  money  we  had  in  the  past  we  could  do 
it.  I  know  that  more  work  is  necessary  to 
be  dc»ie.     No  one  knew  it  better  than  I 


did  when  Treasurer,  and  no  one  was  in  a 
falser  position  than  I  was  when  I  had  not 
the  money  required  to  do  it.    We  have  not 
reached  1910,  but  we  are  getting  closer  to 
it,  and  the  closer  we  get  to  it  the  further  off 
appears  the  settlement  of  the  question  of 
what  money  we  can  command.    The  hon- 
orable member  said  that  the  dealings  be- 
tween the  CcHnmonwealth  and  States  re- 
quired considerable  time  and  serious  con- 
sideration, and  that  is  the  gist  of  the  whole 
thing.      We   are  approaching  the  1910 
period,  when  we  ought  to  have  money  to 
carry  on  all  our  Departments.     In  New 
South  Wales,  the  year  before  I  left  <^ce 
there,  I  financed  the  whole  of  the  Depart- 
ments for  a  little  over  ,^9, 000, 000,  includ- 
ing the  Defence,  Post  and  Telegraph,  and 
Customs  Departments.    Yet  last  year  New 
South  Wales  spent  ;^i5, 000,000  in  doing 
the    work    I     did    for    a    little  over 
;£9, 000,000.    Where  did  that  money  come 
from?    It  came  from  the  Federal  Trea- 
sury.   I  silenced  those  who  were  carping 
at  the  Commonwealth  and  charging  it  with 
extravagance  in  a  speech  I  made  in  Sydney. 
They  have  never  held  up  their  heads  since, 
because  they  cannot  refute  my  figures. 
What  I  intend  to  fight  for  is  a  definite  ar- 
rangement to  be  come  to  at  once,  or  not 
later  than   1910,  between  the  Common- 
wealth and  the  States.      The  settlement 
suggested  to  the  Premiers'  Ccmference  in 
Melbourne,  primarily  by  my  then  chief,  the 
honorable  member  for  Ballarat,  and  sup- 
ported by  myself,  was  based  upon  the 
scheme   of   the    honorable    member  for 
Mernda,  and  other  valuable  schemes  on  re- 
cord in  the  Treasury.    It  was  the  Prime 
Minister  who  converted  me  then,  if  con- 
version were  required,  to  the  view  that  the 
State  and  Commonwealth  finances  must  be 
kept  separate  if  we  are  to  have  harmony. 
He   urged   upon  that    Conference  more 
strongly  and  lucidly  than  I  could  hope  to 
do  it,  that  that  must  be  the  groundwork  of 
any  agreement.  We  offered  to  take  over  the 
whole  of  the  State  debts,  to  give  the  States 
at  once  ^£6,000,000  per  annum,  and  to  al- 
low the  remaining  two  millions  and  some 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  interest — the  in- 
terest bill  being  some  hundreds  of  thousands 
over  eight  millions — to  remain  for  five  years. 
At  the  end  of  that  period  a  commencement 
was  to  be  made  to  pay  that  off  at  the  rate 
of  one-thirtieth  per  year  for  thirty  years. 
We  were  to  pay  one-thirtieth  off  every  year 
for  thirty  jears,  and  take-tjie  whole  respon- 
sibility as  a  CQ)j|i!Reiisif^aliB)CTOQ)ay  off 
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a  national  debt  of  what  is  now 
/;254,ooo.ooo.  That  would  leave  the 
States  absolutely  without  a  debt  of  any 
kind,  and  it  was  the  offer  that  the  present 
Prime  Minister  made  when  he  fought 
lietter  than  I  ever  saw  him  fight  in  a 
Conference  of  the  kind.  In  his  speech 
to-night,  however,  he  says  practically  that 
we  do  not  know  what  ought  to  be  done, 
and  that  we  want  time  to  decide.  All  I 
can  say  is  that  there  is  going  to  be  an 
absolute  alteration  of  our  financial  system 
—that  there  is  going  to  be  instituted  a 
svstem  of  borrowing,  and  some  undesirable 
alteration  in  the  arrangement  between  the 
Commonwealth  and  the  States.  This  re- 
iiresents  such  a  complete  change^  of  feeling 
and  opinion  on  the  part  of  the  Prime 
Minister  that  we  ought  to  have  some  ex- 
planation. I  speak  strongly,  because  I 
feel  stronglv  on  this  combination  of  impos- 
sibles, this'  confusionist  Ministry.  Since 
the  present  Government  have  been  in 
power,  things  have  happened  which  show 
that  the  Prime  Minister  has  not  the  power 
that  a  Prime  Minister  ought  to  haw. 

Mr.  Hughes.— The  State  Rights  party 
are  <m  top  now  I  • 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  do  not  wish 
to  sav  anything  against  the  States,  but  to 
give  them  fair  play.  When Jwe  take  o.^r 
the  whole  of  the  responsibility  for  the 
debts  it  is  a  undertaking. 

Mr  PisHEH.— Leaving  them  the  whole 
of  their  public  works,  except  those  taken 
over  under  the  Constitution. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Quite  so.  As 
I  told  the  late  Prime  Minister,  the  only 
trouble  was  whether  we  were  not  making 
a  bargain  we  could  not  carry  out  without 
further  consideration.  In  any  case,  the 
Commonwealth  should  be  the  first  power  in 
Australia;  and  if  the  Customs  and  Excise 
are  not  sufficient,  it  is  our  duty  to  find 
the  extra  money  from  other  means  of  taxa- 
tion. However  that  may  be,  we  must  take 
the  responsibility,  and  put  up  with  the 
consequences ;  and  the  proper  step  I  was 
prepared  to  take  ^vith  the  concurrence  and 
the  assistance  of  the  present  Pnme 
Minister. 

Mr.  LIVINGSTON  (Barker)  [11.20]. 
 I  am  sorry  to  hear  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Hume  and  the  right  honorable 
member  for  Swan,  who  ought  to  be  giving 
us  the  full  benefit  of  their  knowledge  and 
experience,  indulging  in  recrimination.  We 
have  had  to-day  more  buffoonery  than  I 


have  known  in  any  other  Parliament  in 
Australia. 

Sir  WiLUAM  LvNE. — The  hoivx-able 
member  has  no  right  to  say  that, 

Mr.  LIVINGSTON.— What  I  say  is 
that  the  advice  and  knowledge  of  the  hon- 
orable monbers  I  have  mentioned  ought  to 
be  placed  at  our  disposal ;  and  I  am 
sorr^  to  see  them  losing  their  temper,  and 
setting  sudi  a  bad  example  to  the  young 
men  of  the  country.  There  was  never  so 
much  need  for  legislation  in  the  CcHnmon- 
wealth  as  to-day.  In  my  own  State  we 
were  told  that  in  the  matter  of  the  debts, 
some  ;^30,ooo  per  annum  would  be  saved, 
and  we  have  saved  nothing.  Then,  before 
Federation,  the  Post  Office  in  Australia 
was  a  credit  to  the  country,  whereas  now, 
according  to  the  evidence  before  the  Com- 
mission, it  is  a  disgrace.  The  honorable 
member  for  Gwydir  is  held  up  throughout 
Australia  as  one  who,  whether  on  the  right 
track  or  the  WT<xig  track,  is  trying  to  do 
his  best.  In  oonnnion  with  the  telephone 
branch,  j£i4.  was  collected  in  one  centre  in 
ray  electorate  as  a  gujrantee  thirteen 
months  ago,  and,  since  then,  nothing  has 
been  heard  of  the  telephone,  and  some- 
thing certainly  ought  to  be  done ;  but  in- 
stead of  useful  work,  we  have  men  of 
age  and  experience  wrangling,  and  black- 
guarding one  another.  The  ex-Prime  Min- 
ister is  a  man  of  whom  Scotland  ought  to 
be  proud,  and  Australia  need  not  be 
ashamed.  I  was  extremely  sorry  to  bear 
the  remarks  made  from  the  Chair  to-night> 
because  I  look  on  you,  sir,  as  one  of  the 
most  honorable  and  fair  men  who  ever  sat 
in  this  House;  I  hope  I  shall  never  hear 
such  language  or  witness  such  a  waste  of 
time  as  I  have  witnessed  to-day,  as  it  is  a 
disgrace  to  modern  civilization  and  to  our 
political  institutions. 

Mr.  POYNTOM  (Grey)  [11.25].— I  have 
followed  the  debate  with  ^'ery  great  interest, 
and  with  considerable  patience,  and  have 
felt  tempted  more  than  once  to  raise  a  ques- 
tion of  much  greater  importance  than  any 
discussed  to-day — a  question  in  respect  to 
which,  I  think,  we  ought  to  have  had  a 
statement  from  the  Govenunent.  If  there 
is  one  question  more  important  than  any 
other  before  the  Commonwealth  Parliament 
it  is  that  of  the  financial  relations  of  the 
Commonwealth  and  the  States.  Honor- 
able members  generally  must  candidly  ad- 
mit that  it  is  impossible  for  xis  to  carry  on 
under  what  is  known  aqftt^e^^i^A^  seo 

Digitized  by 


Supply  Bill  [29  June,  1909.] 


(No.  1). 


529 


tion  of  the  Constitution,  and  that  under  it 
we  have  been  hampered  in  every  directicHi. 
We  are  so  fettered  that  we  cannot  carry 
out  any  of  the  large  works  that  have  been 
forecasted.  It  appears  to  me  to  be  mere 
hypocrisy  to  talk  of  bringing  the  Post- 
master-General's Department  up  to  date, 
to  pay  old-age  pensions,  to  taJce  over  the 
Northern  Territory,  and  to  connect  the 
Eastern  States  with  Western  Australia  by 
means  of  a  transcontinental  railway,  unless 
we  adopt  a  financial  scheme  very  different 
from  any  that  has  yet  been  propounded  in 
this  House.  With  the  approach  of  1910 
there  is  a  possilnlity  of  dcnng  something  to 
alter  this  state  of  aiffairs,  but  in  the  Mmis- 
terial  statement  submitted  by  the  Prime 
Minister,  there  is  an  indication  that  the 
existing  arrangement  is  to  be  continued  for 
an  indefinite  period. 

Sir  John  Fobbest. — The  Prime  Minister 
did  not  say  that  tibe  same  arrangemoit 
would  be  continued.  It  is  not  intended  to 
propose  the  continuance  of  Uie  same  ar- 
rangement. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— An  arrangement  on 
similar  lines  to  that  now  in  fon^  is  to  be 
proposed  by  the  Government. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  am  not  prepared 

to  say  what  are  the  lines  proposed. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— The  right  honorable 
member  knows,  although  he  may  not  be  pre- 
pared to  admit  it,  that  the  Government  in- 
tend to  introduce  a  schone  providing  for 
the  ccntinuanoe  of  the  Braddon  sectim  for 
some  years. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — No  such  thing. 

Mr.  POYNTON.—The  arrangement  pro- 
posed is  to  carry  on  a  system  which  every 
honorable  member  with  a  knowledge  of 
finance  has  condemned  for  the  last  eight 
years. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — There  is  no  such 
statement  by  the  Government. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— Then  what  does  the 
Prime  Minister's  statement  mean? 

Mr.  Page. — That  is  what  be  said  most, 
emphatically  in  his  statement  of  the  Minis- 
terial policy. 

Mr.  Fisher. — ^And  he  said  it  just  now. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— Quite  so.  We  are 
to  have  an  interim  arrangement  —  a  con- 
tinuation of  the  Braddon  section,  in,  per- 
haps, some  modified  form — for  five  years, 
I  speak  to-night,  not  as  a  party  man,  but 
as  one  who  feels  that  the  great  question  to 


be  faced  in  this  Legislature  is  not  whether 
we  should  have  the  toll  system  or  the  flat 
rate  in  connexion  with  our  telephone  ser- 
vice, but  whether  this  Parliament,  as  op- 
posed to  the  Parliaments  of  the  States,  is 
to  be  supreme.  Is  the  Commcmwealth  Go- 
vernment to  go,  cap  in  hand,  to  the  State 
Treasurers,  and  to  ask  them  how  much  we 
may  retain  of  the  revenue  that  we  collect, 
and  what  we  are  to  do  in  regard  to  our 
financial  prop(»als?  Are  we  to  go  to  them, 
cap  in  hand,  "before  we  dare  to  step  out  on 
new  lines?  Are  we  to  consult,  and  actually 
sutonit  first  of  all  to  the  State  Parlia- 
ments, and  the  Treasurers  of  the  States, 
any  proposals  that  we  may  make  in  this 
regard  ?  That  would  be  a  most  undignified 
position  for  this  Parliament  to  occupy.  I 
care  not,  except  in  so  far  as  administrative 
matters  are  concerned,  who  are  on  the  Trea- 
sury bench;  but  the  Parliament  should 
speak  with  one  voice  as  to  what  shall  be 
our  financial  relations  with  the  States.  No 
one  knows  better  than  do  honorable  mem- 
bers opposite  that  at  the  end  of  1910  the 
Braddon  section  must  be  abolished,  and 
some  new  arrangement  made.  I  repeat 
that  it  is  little  short  of  hypocris]^  to  talk 
of  taking  over  the  Northern  Territory,  of 
constructing  the  transcontinental  railway,  or 
of  bringing  the  Postmaster-General's  De- 
partment up  to  date,  unless  we  can  build 
on  a  solid  financial  basis,  without  having  to 
go  to  the  States.  What  I  fear  is  that  hon- 
orable members  forming  the  Coalition  party 
have  sold  the  birthright  of  this  Parliament 
to  the  State  Parliaments. 

Mr.  Page. — Not  yet. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— There  is,  at  least, 
grave  danger  that  at  the  next  general  elec- 
tion the  combination  on  the  Government 
benches  will  try.  to  placate  the  State  Par- 
liaments, and  so  make  their  return  sure  by 
selling  the  birthright  of  the  Commonwealth. 
Tf  they  were  in  Opposition  I  venture  to  sav 
that  none  would  be  louder  than  they  would 
be  in  their  protests  against  our  being  finan- 
cially "cabin'd,  cribb'd,  confin'd"  as 
T7e  are. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — We  shall  sell  no 
one's  birthright,  but  will  try  to  do  the  fair 
thing  by  the  honorable  member's  State. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— I  am  not  raising  the 
question  of  my  Stafe. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  honorable 
member  is. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— I  am  speaking  as  a 
member  of  the  ogfij^^Qfli^tee,  and 
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repeat  that  this  Parliament  should  not  have 
to  go,  cap  in  hand,  to  any  State  Parliament. 
We  have  been  treated  with  the  greatest 
ccntempt  by  some  of  the  State  Legislatures. 

Mr.  Page. — And  are  being  so  treated. 

Mr.  POYNTOX.— Undoubtedly ;  up  to 
the  present  mcxnent. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — All  we  de»re  is  to 
be  fair  to  the  States. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— The  Minister  of  De- 
fence cannot  formulate  any  sAeme  provid- 
ing for  the  continuation  of  the  Braddon 
section  which  will  leave  this  Parliament 
as  free  as  it  ought  to  be.  I  take  it  that 
the  paragraph  in  the  Ministerial  statement 
to  which  I  have  directed  attention  is  tanta- 
mount to  a  declaration  that  that  section  is  to 
be  continued  in  a  modified  form. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — There  is  no  sug- 
gestion of  that  kind. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— Ministers  affirm  that 
the  paragraph  in  question  does  not  point  to 
a  continuance  of  the  Braddon  section. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — Surely  we  had  bet- 
ter wait  till  we  hear  what  it  means. 

Mr.  POYNTOX.— I  am  responsible  for 
my  own  opinions.  On  the  24th  inst..  in 
speaking  of  the  financial  future  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, the  Prime  Minister  said — 

In  order  to  meet  its  difficulty  and  to  allow 
nn  advance  towards  its  linal  settlement,  a 
scheme  is  being  prepared  by  the  present  Trea- 
surer that  wi!I  enable  us  to  make  an  interim 
agreement  or  arrangement  for  a  period  as  long 
as  will  be  necessary  to  permit  the  vaster  financial 
problem  to  be  studied. 

At    this  stage  I  interjected — 
How  long? 

To  that  the  Prime  Minister  replied — 
Five  yearS]  I  should  think. 

[f  that  Statement  does  not  mean  that  the 
Braddon  section  of*  the  Constitution  is  to 
be  continued,  I  do  not  understand  what  it 
means. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  may  tell  the  hon- 
orable member  that  it  does  not  mean  that. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— The  financial  ques- 
tion is  the  greatest  one  that  this  Parlia- 
ment is  called  upon  to  face,  and  if  we 
settle  it  satisfactorily,  we  shall  have  done 
extremely  good  work.  Nobody  will  be 
more  pleased  than  I  if  the  Braddon 
section  is  abolished,  and  if  the  Common- 
wealth has  reserved  to  it  a  suffident  revenue 
from  Customs  and  Excise  to  enable  it  to 
%nve  effect  to  our  nati(Hial  aspirations.  What 


has  this  Parliament  done  already  in  die 
matter  of  old-age  pensions?  It  has  re- 
lieved three  States  of  tb»r  liabilUy  to  pay 
these  pensions?  It  has  also  shouldered  Ae 
obligation  of  the  three  remaining  States  to 
grant  such  pensions.  Then  is  it  too  nmdi 
to  ask  that  the  States  shall  grant  to  this 
Parliament  the  full  amount  necessary  to 
enable  it  to  pay  these  pensions? 

Mr.  Hedges. — ^Tbey  have  agreed  to  do 
that. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— Only  subject  to  cer- 
tain  conditions.  I  say  that  the  States 
ought  not  to  hesitate  a  mtxnent,  but  ought 
to  grant  to  this  Parliament  out  of  their 
three-fourths  of  the  Ctistoms  and  Exdse  re- 
venue a  sufficient  sum  with  which  to  pay 
old-age  pensions.  I  cannot  understand 
their  attitude  upon  this  questi<xi.  They 
declare  that  they  must  have  three-fifths  of 
the  Customs  and  Excise  revmue  returned  to 
them,  and  they  stipulate  that  tibe  minimum 
amount  returnable  in  any  year  shall  be 
;£6 , 500, 000 ,  with  a  speda  1  grant  to 
Western  Australia  of  50,000.  The 
States  are  endeavouring  to  prevent  this  Par- 
liament from  imposing  direct  tajcadcm.  On 
the  one  hand  they  say  that  they  want  their 
full  pound  of  flesh  so  far  as  the  Customs 
and  Excise  revenue  is  concerned,  and  on 
the  other  they  declare  that  this  Parliament 
must  not  encroach  upon  their  preserves  in 
the  matter  of  direct  taxation.  It  must  be 
patoit  to  every  honorable  member  that  if 
the  Commonwealth  is  to  face  its  obligations 
in  the  way  that  it  should  do,  there  can  be 
no  continuance  of  the  Braddon  section. 
We  must  have  suflSdent  finances  to  carry 
on  the  affairs  of  the  Commonwealth,  azid  I 
trust  that  the  question  will  not  be  raised 
as  a  party  one  by  honorable  members  on 
any  side.  We  should  put  our  House  in 
order  and  place  our  affairs  upon  a  proper 
basis.  But  while  1  say  that,  I  have  no 
wish  to  do  an  injustice  to  the  States,  which 
must  have  the  means  with  which  to  carry 
on.  I  trust  that  before  long  the  present 
Government  will  tell  us  what  they  mean 
by  this  interim  period  of  five  years. 

Mr.  PAGE  (Maranoa)  [i  1.46.}— After 
listening  to  the  remarks  of  the  Prime  Mu)- 
ister,  I  have  ctxne  to  the  conclusicn  that  his 
opinion  is  that  it  would  take  five  years  to 
bring  about  a  regulati<»i  of  the  State 
ddsts.  I  remember  very  well  when  iht  hon- 
orable monber  for  Flinders  about  two  yetfs 
ago  warned  the  Government  as  to 
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in  office  then  as  is  in  office  now.  The  hcm- 
orable  member  for  Flinders  pleaded  with 
the  Government  to  bring  about  a  settlement 
of  the  financial  prc^lem  between  the  Com- 
monwealth and  the  States.  No  Government 
since  that  time  has  done  anything  what- 
ever to  solve  the  problem.  Now  we 
have  the  Premiers  of  the  States  cai- 
gratulating  the  Prime  Minister  cm  get- 
ting into  office,  because  they  hope 
for  specially  favOTable  treatment  from 
this  Government.  There  is  not  a  member  of 
our  party  who  wishes  to  injure  the  States. 
But  as  the  honorable  monber  for  Grey 
said,  this  is  a  national  questicxi,  and  should 
be  settled  without  party  prejudice.  I  ^as 
sent  here  as  a  member  of  the  Naticnal 
Parliament,  not  as  a  "  State  frights " 
partisan.  I  am  well  aware  that  at  the  next 
electitMi  we  shall  have  to  face  the  State 
rights  advocates.  Mr.  Kidston,  the  Pre- 
mier of  Queensland,  said  as  soon  as  he 
landed  at  Fremantle  from  England,  that 
he  intended  to  fight  the  Labour  party  at 
the  next  Federal  election  in  the  interests  of 
State  rights.  I  welcome  that  announcement. 
The  same  people  who  return  us  to-  the 
Federal  Parliament  also  return  these  petti- 
fogging State  Premiers  and  their  sup- 
porters. It  is  not  reasCTiable  to  assume  that 
any  one  wishes  us  to  injure  the  State  with 
which  his  reputation  as  a  politician  is  bound 
up.  Neither  do  we  wish  to  injure  other 
States  than  our  own.  I  should  be  sorry 
to 'see  Victoria  injured,  for  instance.  But 
I  want  to  see  the  National  Parliament 
secure  a  fair  and  square  deal.  Perhaps  I 
may  not  be  here  very  long.  Many  of  us 
may  be  politically  dead  after  the  next 
electicKi. 

Mr.  Sampson. — That  is  too  pathetic. 

Mr.  PAGE.— Personally,  I  hope  that 
every  honorable  member  who  is  here  now 
will  be  tiere  again  after  we  have  faced  our 
masters.  I  have  no  ill-feeling  towards  any 
honorable  member.  I  have  no  ill-feeling  to- 
wards my  strong  and  burly  opponent,  the 
h<MK>rabIe  member  for  Echuca,  although  he 
so  often  tries  to  bully  me.  Had  the  advice 
of  the  honwable  member  for  Flinders  been 
taken  two  years  ago  we  should  have  been 
cm  the  way  to  settling  the  difBculty.  But 
I  trust  that  whatever  Government  is  in  power 
the  interests  of  the  National  Parliament  will 
be  considered  first,  and  those  of  the  State 
Parliaments  afterwards. 

Mr.  Webster. — I  think  we  should  have 
a  quorum  present.    [Quorum  formed.] 
[20] — 2 


Mr.  PAGE.— I  am  satisfied  after  the  ex- 
planaticm  of  the  Attorney-General  that  there 
cannot  be  an  extension  of  the  "  Braddon 
blot"  without  an  alteration  of  the  Consti- 
tution. But  may  I  ask  the  honorable 
gentleman  this:  If  this  Parliament  or  the 
succeeding  Parliament  should  bind  the  C<xn- 
monwealth  to  accept  an  interim  arrangement 
for  a  period  of  years,  will  siKceeding  Par- 
liaments be  bound  by  that  arrangement  ? 

Mr.  Glynn.— They  will  not  l»  bound  by 
it,  but  "  imtil  Parliament  otherwise  pro* 
vides "  means  that  every  Act  fro  tanto 
makes  an  alteration,  • 

Mr.  Fisher. — If  we  do  nothing,  the  pre- 
sent state  of  afifairs  continues. 

Mr.  W.  H.  iRVmE. — Under  the  Constitu- 
tion, we  cannot  permanently  bind  ourselves. 

Mr.  PAGE.— That  is  satisfactory. 
Mr.    Batchelor. — ^Arrangements  made 
with  the  States  are  not  worth  anything. 

Mr.  PAGE. — I  am  satisfied  that  when 
this  issue  goes  to  the  country  and  is  ex- 
plained to  the  people  they  will  de- 
cide in  favour  of  a  national  policy.  I  am 
in  favour  of  waiting  tmtil  after  the  general 
election.  It  is  not  kmg*  to  wait.  We  can 
thai  determine  what  shall  be  done.  I  have 
read  accounts  of  m^ings  addressed  by  the 
Minister  of  External  Affairs  in  Queensland, 
not  only  in  his  constituency,  but  in  other 
districts.  He  then  said  that  the  National 
Parliament  must  be  paramount  in  everything 
except  industrial  business,  and  that  finan- 
cially the  Commonwealth  must  work  out  its 
own  destiny  irrespective  of  the  States.  But 
now  we  see  him  sitting  with  the  State 
Rights  party.  The  Premiers  of  the  States 
are  hopeful  of  what  they  will  get  frcmi  this 
ccnnbination.  Directly  the  present  Govern- 
ment was  fmned,  Mr.  Kidstcm,  the  Premiei- 
of  Queensland,  wired  to  the  Prime  Minister, 
not  in  these  words,  but  to  the  effect,  that 
now  that  the  Labour  party  had  been  put 
in  their  proper  position  he  felt  that  State 
rights  were  secure.  Thev  know  that  thev 
have  reason  for  hope  from  this  Government, 
The  honorable  member  for  Parramatta, 
when  leader  of  the  Opposition,  was  never 
tired  of  advocating  State  rights  as  against 
Commonwealth  interests.  Whenever  there 
was  an  opportunity  of  advocating  the  in- 
terests of  the  States  as  against  those  of  the 
Commonwealth,  he  never  tost  it.  How  can 
we  hope  for  anything  else  from  him  now 
that  he  is  in  a  Ministry,  than  a  policy  in 
accordance  with^.g;^h^^^(@(^g.j^ed'  in 
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Opposition  ?  I  did  not  expect  anything  else 
fran  the  honorable  member,  but  if  he  is 
capable  of  swallowing  his  life-l(»ig  prin- 
ciples in  this  way  he  is  not  the  man  I  took 
him  for. 

Mr.  Chanter. — This  would  not  be  the 

first  time  the  honorable  gentleman  did  it. 

Mr.  PAGE.— If  it  be  shown  that,  in- 
side of  a  month,  he  can  swallow  all  that 
iie  said  while  on  this  side,  I  shall  be  sur- 
prised. We  know  that  a  discordant  note 
has  already  been  heard  amongst  the  sup- 
porters of  the  Government.  I  find,  under 
tfie  heading  of  "  Finance"  in  the  Minis- 
terial statement,  the  following  para- 
graph— 

A  temporary  arrangement  for  a  term  of  years 
to  replace  the  existing  distribution  in  wliicli  the 
obligations  of  the  Commonwealth  are  recognised 
is  being  prepared  for  submission. 

Ministers  must  have  discussed  this  ques- 
tion,  and  why  do  they  not  take  the  House 
into  their  confidence,  and  say  plainly  what 
they  are  going  to  do,  instead  of  submitting 
a  vague  paragraph  like  that  I  have  just 
read.  The  people  who  created  this  Parlia- 
ment, and  honorable  members,  as  the  re- 
presentatives of  the  people,  have  a  right 
to  know  what  the-Government  intend  to  do 
in  dealing  with  financial  matteis.  Memor- 
able members  opposite  were  in  a  terrible 
hurry  to  know  what  the  Fisher  Govern- 
ment proposed  to  do  in  dealing  with  finance 
in  the  future.  But  the  present  Govern- 
ment have  now  been  in  office  for  nearly 
five  weeks,  and  they  require  a  further  de- 
lay of  two  months  before  they  will  be  pre- 
pared to  bring  down  their  financial  pro- 
posals. The  Prime  Minister  said  that  this 
business  was  practically  to  be  the  one  thing 
done  in  this  session,  aud  yet  the  only  re- 
ference made  to  it  so  far  is  the  very  vague 
paragraph  which  appears  under  the  head- 
ing of  "  Finance "  in  the  Ministerial 
statonent. 

Mr.  Fisher. — If  the  matter  is  of  so 
much  importance,  why  did  not  the  Go\'ern- 
ment  deal  with  it  when  considering  their 

policy  ? 

Mr.  PAGE. — If  it  is  to  be  the  important 
business  of  the  session,  whv  do  not  the 
Government  deal  with  it  at  once  ? 

Mr.  Thomas. — Why  will  not  the  Trea- 
surer explain  the  matter? 

Mr.  PAGE. — In  reply  to  an  interjec- 
tion the  Treasurer  explained  that  he 
would  accept  responsibility  for  the  para- 
graphs appearing  under  the  heading  of 
"  Finance."'    If  the  Commonwealth  Par* 


liament  is  to  be  paramount,  I  want  to 
know  from  the  Treasurer  

Sir  John  Forsest. — Yrhea  the  Budget 
statement  is  opoied,  the  bonOTable  mem- 
ber will  know  everything. 

Mr.  PAGE.— But  that  will  be  two 
months  hence.  Honorable  members  oppo- 
site demanded  that  Parliament  should  be 
called  together  in  May  because  there  was 
urgent  business  to  be  done. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — And  hraiorable 
members  will  not  let  us  do  it. 

Mr.  PAGE. — The  Goremment  are  pray- 
ing to  God  that  we  shall  not  let  them  do  it. 
They  want  to  "stand  easy"  all  the  time 
and  throw  the  onus  of  delaying  business 
upon  us.  Let  them  bring  business  before 
Parliament,  and  we  shall  do  it.  We  cannot 
accept  a  Ministerial  statement  giving  ex- 
pression to  a  nimiber  of  maudlin  sentiments 
and  call  that  business.  Let  the  Govern- 
ment come  down  with  scmething  cmctete. 
L«t  them  inform  the  House  of  thdr  inten- 
tions, and  they  will  find  that  we  are  ready 
to  do  business.  So  far  as  the  finandal  re- 
lations between  the  CcxnmonweaJth  and  the 
States  are  concerned,  I  feel  that  I  can  say, 
not  only  for  myself,  but  for  every  mem- 
ber of  the  party  to  which  I  belong,  that 
in  dealing  with  them  we  shall  be  bound  by 
no  hard-and-fast  rules  drawn  cm  party 
lines.  The  Labour  party,  as  a  whole, 
is  as  anxious  to  do  the  best  that  can 
be  done  in  the  interests  of  Australia 
as  are  h(xiorable  members  on  the  other 
side.  . 

Mr.  WISE  (Gippsland)  [12.0].— It  ap- 
pears to  n"-e  that  there  is  only  one  matter 
which  should  properly  have  been  discussed 
this  evening,  and  that  is  whether  Supply 
should  be  granted  for  one  month  or  for 
two  months.  Every  other  matter  discussed 
might  have  been  dealt  with  later.  I  was 
very  anxious  to  hear  from  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter why  two  months'  Supply  should  be 
granted.  I  listened  to  the  honorable  gai- 
tleman  very  attentively,  and  I  must  say 
that  ncfthinc  that  he  said  convinced  me  that 
two  months^  Supply  is  necessary.  I  read 
for  years  before  I  'came  here  that  member 
after  member  protested  against  the  practice 
of  carrying  on  the  business  of  the  country 
by  means  of  Supply  Bills,  but  I  have  never 
yet  known  a  Supply  Bill  to  be  refused,  and 
i  often  think  that  it  is  time  these  protests 
were  dropped  altogether.  At  the  same 
time,  at  the  be^nning  of  a  session,  unless 
some  unforeseen  circumstaiKe  has  arisen. 
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it  appears  to  me  that  it  is  quite  sufficient 
for  the  Government  to  ask  for  Supply  for 
a  nuxith  at  a  time.  That  would  give  the 
House  ccHitrol  of  the  finarices,  and  there 
would  be  no  objection  to  the  granting  of  a 
further  math's  Supply  if  it  were  after- 
wards found  to  be  necessary.  Very  little 
time  would  thus  be  lost,  because  even  if 
another  Supply  Bill  were  discussed  even  at 
the  length  at  which  this  Bill  has  been  dis- 
cussed, it  would  sti  1 1  go  through  in 
twenty-four  hours,  and  in  all  probability 
that  time  could  easily  be  spared 
fr<xn  the  general  discussion  that  might  l« 
going  on  at  the  time.  If  the  Government 
had  asked  for  (me  month's  Supply,  I  bc- 
lieve'that  the  Bill  would  have  gone  through 
without  any  delay.  The  discussion  which 
has  taken  place  has  been  due  to  the  demand 
for  two  months'  Supply.  The  only  reason 
given  for  the  demand  is  that  the  Govern- 
ment has  got  financial  problems  to  wrestle 
with  in  Cabinet. 

Mr.  Fisher. — And  we  got  that  reason 
■only  as  the  last  word. 

Mr.  WISE. — We  were  given  that  reason 
by  the  Prime  Minister  only  at  the  last 
moment.  I  was  not  in  the  chamber  when 
the  Treasurer  spoke,  and  so  I  do  not  know 
what  reason  he  gave  for  the  request  for 
two  mcxiths'  Supply- 
Mr.  Chanter. — He  said  that  there  was 
no  particular  reason  for  two  months'  Sup- 
ply any  more  than  for  one. 

Mr.  WISE.— If  the  Treasurer  said  that, 
the  House  has  no  justification  whatever  for 
passing  two  months'  Supply.  The  Prime 
Minister  told  .us  that  the  Government  re- 
quired two  months'  Supply  because  there 
were  great  problems  which  they  had  to 
wrestle  with  in  Cabinet  before  the  Budget 
statement  could  be  put  before  the  House. 
If  that  be  so,  I  must  say  that  I  have  no 
sympathy  with  the  Cabinet  whatever.  The 
Government  took  office  cheerfully,  knowing 
lhat  they  would  have  these  great  problems 
to  deal  with.  They  are  not  new.  They 
have  been  confronting  the  leading  members 
of  this  House  for  many  years.  Honorable 
members  opposite  knew  of  them  last  year, 
and  if  the  present  Ministers  considered 
these  problems  so  desperate  and  so  impor- 
tant that  their  ccmsideration  would  require 
a  great  deal  of  time,  why  did  they  not 
fuse  before  the  recess,  and  take  the  whole 
of  the  recess  to  think  them  over?  Why  did 
they  waste  all  that  time,  and  then  on  the 
meeting  of  Parliament  at  once  defeat  a 
Cabinet  that  xvas  given  no  opportunity  to 
make  their  proposals,  take  office  without 


hesitation,  postpone  the  business  of  the  ses- 
sion for  three  weeks,  and  then,  after 
another  week,  ask  for  two  more  months 
within  which  to  deal  with  questitxis  of 
finance?  If  they  took  cHie  month's  Sup- 
ply, and  at  the  end  of  the  month  were 
not  ready  with  their  proposals,  I  am  satis- 
fied that  the  House  would  give  them  still 
another  month.  Certainly  I  should  be 
prepared  to  do  so  without  any  discussion 
whatever.  But  at  present,  I  see  no  reason 
why  the  Government  should  be  given  Sup- 
ply for  more  than  one  month. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN  (Calare)  [13.4 
a.m.].— Ever  since  I  have  been  a  mem- 
ber of  this  House,  I  have  pro- 
tested strongly  against  these  Supply 
Bills.  It  is  not  fair  to'  the  House 
or  to  the  country  that  the  business  of 
the  Commonwealth  should  be  carried  on 
by  means  of  Supply  Bills.  I  recognise 
that  at  a  time  like  the  present,  when  we 
have  reached  the  end  of  the  finan- 
cial year,  and  it  is  necessary  that 
the  Treasurer  should  get  certain  infor- 
mation in  order  to  prepare  his  Budget, 
some  little  exception  might  be  made. 
It  may  be  nec^sary  to  co\'er  such  an  inter- 
val with  a  Supply  Billj  but  the  whole 
tendency  of  the  Conraionwealth  has  been 
practically  to  live  on  such  Bills  for  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  financial  year.  By 
that  means  a  great  deal  of  the  useful  work 
that  might  be  done  in  considering  a  Budget 
statement  is  lost  to  the  House,  and  there 
is  a  lot  of  useless  criticism  on  Supply  Bills. 
In  view  of  the  conditions  which  now  ob- 
tain I  am  prepared  to  vote  a  month's  Sup- 
ply. What  struck  me  as  unusual  was  the 
request  for  two  months'  Supply.  There 
does  not  appear  to  have  been  advanced 
a  sufficient  reason  for  covering  that  period. 
The  financial  year  of  the  States  is  about 
to  terminate,  and  their  Parliaments  are 
about  to  assemble.  The  State  Treasurers 
will  not  be  in  a  position  to  make  their 
financial  statements  and  bring  forward 
their  Estimates  pending  the  delivery  of  a 
financial  statement  by  the  Commonwealth 
Treasurer. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — This  will  not  affect 
that  in  the  slightest  degree. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— Surely  the 
delay  in  the  delivery  of  the  Budget  speech 
will  'affect  the  proposals  of  the  State 
Treasurers  ? 

Sir  John  Forrest. — ^There  will  be  no 
delay  on  my  part.  We  are  in  the' greatest 
hurr]^  to  bring  down  the  Budget. 
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Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— The  honor- 
able member  led  us  to  believe  that  one  of 
the  reasons  for  asking  for  two  months' 
Supply  was  that  he  would  not  be  in  a 
position  to  deliver  a  financial  statement 
until  the  end  of  August.  Since  then,  he 
has  intimated  that  he  will  use  his  best 
efforts  to  deliver  it  earlier  if  he  can,  but 
I  want  him  to  ccmsider  the  awkward  posi- 
tion in  which  the  State  Tieasurers  will 
be  placed  if  its  delivery  is  unduly  delayed. 
One  of  the  canplaints  which  the  States 
have  had  against  the  Commonwealth  has 
been  the  Imgth  of  time  which  it  has  taken 
the  Federal  Treasurer  to  prepare  his  Bud- 
gety  and  so  put  them  in  a  positicm  to  dis- 
close their  own  financial  position.  What  I 
urge  upon  the  Treasurer  is  that,  in  view  of 
these  criticisms,  there  should  be  no  undue 
delay. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  am  doing  my 
very  best  to  hurry  the  delivery  of  the 
Budget  speech. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— Of  course,  I 
do  not  know  what  difficulties  a  Treasurer 
has  to  contend  with. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — ^There  is  no  quorum, 
Mr.  Chairman.    [Quorum  formed."] 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— His  financial 
statement  ought  reasonably  to  be  made 
during  the  first  month  of  the  financial 
year.  It  should  certainly  not  be 
necessary  to  defer  its  delivery  to  the  second 
month  of  that  year.  It  is  only  a  reason- 
able thing  to  ask  that  this  Supply  Bill 
should  be  limited  to  «ie  month's  Supply. 
If  at  the  end  of  the  month  any  unfore- 
seen difficulties  ^uld  arise  or  sufficient 
reason  should  be  advanced  for  delaying 
the  delivery  of  the  financial  statement,  and 
a  further  Supply  is  asked  for,  I  think 
that  honorable  members  wilt  consider  the 
position  on  its  merits.  At  the  present  stage, 
however,  it  is  most  unreasonable  to  ask 
the  House  to  surrender  for  two  months  its 
power  of  bringing  pressure  to  bear  upon 
the  Government.  I  propose  to  support  the 
proposal  to  limit  the  Supply  to  one  month 
if  it  is  pressed  to  a  divisum,  but  I  hope 
that,  on  consideration,  the  Govenunent  will 
see  the  reasonableness  of  our  request,  and 
if  at  the  end  of  the  month  they  find  that 
it  is  necessary  to  introduce  a  seccnd  Supplv 
Bill,  I  have  every  confidence  that  they  will 
receive  fair  and  generous  treatment. 

Question — That  the  sum  prc^x^ed  to 
be  granted  be  reduced  to  ;£4So,ooo — put. 
The  Committee  divided. 


Ayes 
Noes 
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Majority 


Bamford,  F.  W. 
Batchelor,  £.  L. 
BrowD,  Thomas 
Carr,  E.  S. 
CattB,  J.  H. 
fisher,  A. 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Frazer.  C  E. 
Hall,  D.  R. 
Hughes,  W.  M. 
Hutchison,  J. 
Lyne,  Sir  William 
Mahoa.  U. 
McDougall,  J.  K. 


Archer,  E.  W. 
AtktDsoa,  L. 
Brown,  Tilley 
Cook,  Joseph 
Cook,  Hume 
Coon,  J. 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
Deakin.  A. 
Edwards,  R. 
Ewing,  Sir  Thomas 
Fairbatm,  G. 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Fowler,  J.  M. 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Fysh,  Sir  Philip 
Glynn,  P.  McM. 
Groom,  L.  E. 
Harper,  R. 


Ans. 


O'Malley,  King 

P»E«.  J- 
I'oyaioa,  A. 
Roberts,  E.  A. 
Spcnce,  \V.  G- 
Storrcr,  D. 
Thomas,  J. 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Webster,  W. 
Wise,  G.  H. 

Tellers  r 
Mathews,  J. 
Watkios,  D. 


Noes. 

Hedges,  W.  N. 
Irvine,  Hans 
Iivinc,  W.  H. 
Johnson,  W.  E. 
KcUv,  W.  H. 
Liddell,  F. 
Livingston,  ]. 
Mauser,  S. 
Quick,  Sir  John 
Sampson,  S. 
Sinclair,  H, 
Thomson,  John 
Wilsoo,  J.  G. 
Wynne,  A. 


Wilks,  W.  H. 
Malooey,  W.  R.  N. 
Chanter,  J.  M. 
Watson,  J.  C. 


T  filers: 
Bowden,  E.  K. 
McWilliams,  W.  J. 

Pairs. 

Rcid,  G.  H. 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Palmer,  A.  C. 
Knox,  W. 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 

Amendment  negatived. 
Original  question  resolved  in  the  affirma- 
tive. 

Mr.  Fisher. — Is  the  Treasurer  gwng  to 
report  progress  now? 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  propose  to  re- 
port the  resolution.  Why  not  take  the 
Ways  and  Means  stage  as  well,  so  that  we 
can  introduce  the  Bill? 

Mr.  FiSHEB. — The  right  honor.ible 
member  must  do  as  he  pleases.  In  future 
I  make  no  agreement. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^What  agieeraent  is 
referred  to? 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  promised  to 
not  proceed  furtber  than  the  reporting  of 
the  resoluti(X). 

Resolution  reported  and  adopted. 
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ADJOURNMENT. 
Peksokal  Explanations. 

Motion  (by  Mr.  Deakin)  proposed — 
That  the  House  do  now  adjotmi. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta 
— Minister  of  Defence)  [12.23  a.m.]. 
— The  honorable  member  for  Wide 
Bay  has  alleged,  by  innuendo,  that  an 
agreement  was  about  to  be  broken.  What 
took  place  between  him  and  me  is  this.  I 
•crossed  to  the  Opposition  side  of  the  cham- 
ber, and  suggested  that  if  be  would  give 
us  the  motion,  meaning  that  for  the  sus- 
{jension  of  the  Standing  Orders,  we  would 
leave  the  Supply  Bill  over  till  to-morrow. 
He  afterwards  came  to  this  side  and  said 
to  me  that  he  hoped  that  there  would  be  no 
misunderstanding  about  the  vote.  I  took 
him  to  mean  the  vote  on  the  motion  few  the 
suspensim  of  the  Standing  Orders.  That 
is  the  only  agreement  I  made  with  him. 
and  I  regret  that  it  has  not  been  kept.  It 
is  two  and  a  half  hours  since  it  was  made. 

Mr.  FISHER  (Wide  Bay)  [12.25 
— Explanations  beget  explanations.  I  shall 
make  no  explanation.  I  shall  state  the 
facts.  The  honorable  member  for  Parra- 
matta. came  to  me  and  asked  me  whether 
I  was  willing  to  close,  and  I  said  "Yes, 
•certainly,  after  we  have  taken  the  vote." 
Beine  in  doubt  whether  the  honorable 
memoer  meant  the  motion  that  was  before 
you,  and  that  was  not  opposed,  and  to 
which  there  was  no  suggestion  of  opposi- 
tion, I  purposely  used  the  word  "vote." 
My,  meaning  was  that  after  we  had  taken 
the  vote  we  should  adjourn.  That  was 
agreed  to.  A  vote  can  mean  only  one  thing 
—a  vote  taken  in  divuion  by  hmorable 
members  who  differ  upon  a  particular  sub- 
ject. It  had  been  declared  by  every  honor- 
able member  on  this  side  that  we  were  quite 
willing  to  grant  Supply  for  a  mcmth,  but 
not  for  two.  The  vote  on  that  questitm 
was  the  only  vote  that  could  be  referred  to. 
To  make  doubly  sure,  however,  I  went 
back  to  the  honorable  member  for  Farra- 
matta  and  said:  "It  is  clearly  understood 
that  it  is  after  the  vote  that  we  shall 
adjourn." 

Mr.  KELLY  (Wentworth)  [12.27  a.m.]. 
— In  justice  to  the  honorable  member  for 
Parramatta  I  wish  to  say  that  I  was  speak- 
ing to  him  before  he  went  across  to  the 
ieader  of  the  Labour  Opposition.  I  asked 
him  what  course  was  proposed  for  the  even- 
ing, and  he  told  me  he  was  going  to  try  to 
get  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  to  agree  to 


take  the  resolution  to  go  into  Committee 
of  Supply  and  adjourn  the  business  of 
taking  Supply  until  to-morrow.  I  state 
this  to  show  that  there  must  have  been 
a  misunderstanding  between  these  two  hon- 
orable members. 

Mr.  FisHEB. — ^The  word  "vote"  .vas 
used. 

Mr.  KELLY. — But  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Parramatta  may  pos^bly  have  ob- 
tained the  impression,  whidi  I  confess  that 
I  shared,  that  some  vote  might  be  taken 
on  the  resolution  to  go  into  Committee  of 
Supply. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — That  was  in  my 
mind. 

Mr.  KELLY.— I  could  quite  under- 
stand such  a  roisapprehensiOT  arising,  but 
I  wish  to  make  the  position  dear>  because 
I  think  the  hcxiorable  member  for  Wide 

Bay  would  be  the  last  to  wish  to  harbor  an 
ungenerous  suspicion  of  the  integrity  of 
other  honorable  members. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — We  do  not  want 
soft  soap. 

Mr.  KELLY. — We  may  hold  a  different 
opinion  as  to  what  the  honorable  member 
for  Hume  does  need.  I  rose  simply  to 
endeavour  to  clear  up  a  misunderstanding 
that  has  arisen  between  two  hon(»abIe 
members,  both  of  whcvn  I  respect. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  (Hindmarsh)  [12.29 
a.m.]. — While  I  was  speaking  I  received  a 
note  asking  me  not  to  speak  long  because  a 
vote  was  to  be  taien.  I  had  just  said  pre- 
viously that  I  saw  no  reason  for  granting 
Supply,  at  any  rate  for  more  than  a  month, 
but  that  I  was  prepared  to  give  a  month's 
Supply  if  it  nas  urgent.  I  sat  down  on 
the  understanding  that  there  was  an 
arrangement  between  both  sides  to  take  a 
vote.  What  was  my  surprise  when  I  saw 
the  honorable  member  for  Wentworth  rise 
to  speak  I  I  saw  at  once  that  the  Go- 
vernment had  not  the  numbers  present,  and 
wanted  to  get  them.  Then  the  honwable 
member  for  Fremantle  rose  because  they 
had  not  the  numbers.  I  wished  to  rise 
and  explain  that  I  desired  to  speak  again, 
and  had  only  sat  down  on  the  understand- 
ing that  the  vote  was  to  be  taken. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — We  were  never  with- 
out the  numbers. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— When  I  wished  to 
explain  my  positicm  I  was  again  told  that 
the  vote  was  to  be  taken,  t)ut  what  jvas  my 
astonishment  to  s^itite  d^Nm6I9^l&r  get 
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up  and  make  one  of  the  most  extraordinary 
statements  I  have  ever  heard  in  the  House. 

Mr.  Fisher. — It  altered  the  whole  ba^s 
of  discussion. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— That  is  quite  true. 
I  had  a  number  of  grievances  to  put  before 
the  House,  but  I  was  quite  willing  to  treat 
the  Government  fair!y  by  allowing  them 
Supply  for  a  month,  which  was  quite 
enough  to  carry  on,  and  then  I  found  that 
the  compact  was  of  no  value  because  it  was 
not  in  writing. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST  (Swan— Trea- 
surer) [12-31  a.m.]. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Parramatta  came  to  me  and  asked 
me  whether,  after  the  vote,  which  I  under- 
stood to  be  on  the  question  of  suspending 
the  Standing  Orders,  was  taken,  we  would 
adjourn.  I  said  "Yes."  He  said  he  would 
go  and  see  about  it.  He  came  back  and 
told  me  it  was  all  right.  After  all  there 
was  only  a  misapprehension.  I  am  sure 
the  honorable  member  for  Wide  Bay  mis- 
understood what  was  intended,  or  at  any 
rate  we  did  not  have  the  same  impres- 
sion. 

Mr.  Fisher. — I  used  the  word  "vote." 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— A  vote  is  a  vote 
without  a  division  just  as  much  as  with  it. 

Dr.  WILSON  (Cbrangamite)  [12.32 
a.m.]. — In  last  week's  Hattsta-d  an  inter- 
jection has  been  attributed  to  me  which 
I  never  made.  It  is  to  the  effect  that  the 
honorable  member  for  Brisbane  should 
never  have  been  included  in  the  Ministry. 
I  should  have  been  very  loath  to  make  any 
such  tfatement. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN  (Calaxe) 
[12.33  a-m.]. — I  was  not  acquainted 
with  the  arrangement  made,  but  I 
came  into  the  Chamber  prepared  to 
speak  on  the  financial  relations  of 
the  States  and  the  Commonwealth.  When 
I  rose  I  was  informed  that  an  arrangement 
had  been  made  to  take  a  vote,  and  was 
asked  to  curtail  my  remarks,  with  the  result 
that  I  did  not  louch  on  the  matter  that  I  had 
intended  to  deal  with,  but  dealt  simply  with 
the  question  of  the  month's  Supply.  The 
leader  of  the  Opposition  was  therefore  in- 
strumental in  inducing^  me  not  to  make  the 
address  I  had  come  prepared  to  make,  in 
order  to  have  the  vote  taken  and  the  matter 
concluded. 

Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

House  ailjouroed  at  ij.34  a.m.  (Wcdncsiiay). 


Sftmtt, 

Wednesday,  30  June,  igog. 


The  President  took  the  chair  at  2.30 
p.m.,  and  read  prayers. 

INDUSTRIES  PRESERVATION  ACT. 
Newspaper  Trust. 

Senator  PEARCE.— I  desire  to  draw 
the  attention  of  the  Minister  representing; 
the  Attorney -General  to  the  following  para- 
graph in  a  circular  headed  "  Joseph  Pal- 
mer and  Sons'  Monthly  Share  List,"  .ind 
distributed  amongst  honorable  senators — 

In  Australia  there  is  scarcely  a  business  or 
occupation  of  any  kind  that  is  not  now  regu- 
lated by  an  agreement  or  understanding  as  to 

firices  and  conditions,  and  the  lesults  to  the  pub- 
ic are  alt<^ether  satisfactory  and  beneficial. 
Space  will  allow  here  but  a  single  illustration 
of  this,  and  we  choose  one  that  may,  at  the  same 
time,  help  to  show  the  absurdity  of  the  law, 
namely,  the  Newspaper  Trust.  It  is  well  known 
that  there  is  among  the  newspaper  proprietors 
of  Australia  an  agreement  that  all  cable  mes- 
sages from  Europe  shall  be  obtained  through  one 
channel  only,  and  which  in  restraint  of  trade 
forbids  any  paper  to  receive  and  publish  any  in- 
dependent  cables.  This  it  is  that  explains  why 
the  cables  published  daily  in  all  the  different 
papers  are  identical.  As  a  result  of  this  arrange- 
ment, instead  of  cable  news  appearing  in  a  small 
number  of  larger  papers  only,  every  newspaper 
throughout  the  Commonwealth,  even  in  the  re- 
motest backblocks,  is  enabled  to  supply  its 
readers  daily  with  the  latest  intelligence  from 
all  parts  of  the  world.  But  however  beneficial 
this  may  be  to  the  pttblic,  it  is.  under  the  Aus- 
tralian Industries  Preservation  Act  (section  7I, 
an  offence,  for  which  the  penalty  is  ;^500.  How- 
ever,  it  is  quite  certain  that  no  Government  will 
dare  to  put  the  law  in  operation  against. so 
powerful   an  organisation  as  the  Press." 

Referring  to  that  paragraph,  I  beg  to  a^fc 
the  Minister  the  following  questi<»i — 

t.  Will  the  Minister  make  inquiries  as  to  the 
truth  of  the  statements  made. 

2.  Seeing  that  this  circular  is  signed  by  Joseph 
Palmer  and  Sons,  sharebtokers,  q6  Pitt-street, 
Sydney,  N.S.W.,  and  dated  22nd  June,  iooq. 
will  the  Minister  give  this  firm  an  opportunity 
of  giving  evidence  in  the  case. 

3.  If  the  facts  are  as  stated,  will  the  Minislet 
prosecute. 

Senator  Sir  ROBERT  BEST.— I  ask 
the  honorable  senator  to  give  notice  of  the 
question. 

PAPERS. 

MINISTERS  laid  upon  the  table  the 

following  papers — 

Public  Service  Act  190^ — 

Documents  in  connexion  with  the  promotion 
of  Mr.  (ieorgc  ^^'^tyZ^fH^J^  *he  posi- 
tion of  manager,  3r(i^raa8V^reVicaI  Divi- 
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sioa,    Telephone    Erchaoge,  Postmasler- 
Gcneral's  Uepartment,  Melbouiae. 
South  African  Union — Cable  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  National  Convention,  in  reply  to 
the  Prime  Minister's  cable  of  felicitation. 
Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Act  1908 — 
Provisional  Regulations — Statutory  Rules 
1909,  No.  47. 
The   Clerk- Assistant   laid   upon  the 

table- 
Return  to  Order  of  the  Senate  of  24th  June, 

Commonwealth  Service — Employes  receiv- 
ing Salaries  of  ^£300  and  over, 

POSTPONEMENT  OF  QUESTIONS. 

Senator  Sir  ROBERT  BEST  (Victoria 
— Vice-President  of  the  Executive  Council) 
[2.si\-—l  ask  Senator  Croft  to  be  good 
■enough  to  postpone  the  question  standing 
in  his  name  on  the  notice-paper.  This  re- 
quest applies  to  all  the  other  questions  on 
the  notice-paper. 

PERSONAL  EXPLANATION. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— I  see  by 
Hansard  that  last  week  Senator  Pearce 
accused  me,  while  claiming  a  very  pro- 
minent pcsition  in  connexion  with  the  es- 
tablishment of  old-age  pensions  in  Aus- 
tralia, of  pairing  against  the  Surplus  Re- 
venue Bill,  without  which  Bill,  he  said, 
old-age  pensions  could  not  be  paid.  I 
hare  taken  the  trouble  to  look  up  the 
matter,  and  ascertain  the  facts.  At 
the  end  of  May  I  asked  the  then  Prime 
Minister,  Mr.  Deakin,  if  there  was  any 
chance  of  the  question  of  old-age  pensions 
coming  on  in  Parliament  during  the  ses- 
sion, because  I  had  booked  my  passage  to 
go  to  the  northern  part  of  Australia,  but 
Mould  not  go  if  the  matter  was  to  be  dealt 
with.  He  assured  me  that  it  would  not 
come  on.  In  pursuance  of  that  promise, 
I  left  Sydney  by  steamer  at  9.15  p.m.  on 
Tiiesdav,  the  2nd  June,  as  I  find  by  in- 
ference to  my  old  pocket-book.  On  look- 
ing at  the  pair-book,  I  find  that  I  was 
paired  on  the  3rd  June  against  the  Surplus 
Revenue  Bill.  The  pair  was  made  when  I 
was  out  of  Australian  waters.  I  was  on  the 
high  seas.  I  take  no  exception  to  the  pair; 
I  do  not  know  who  made  it ;  I  blame  no 
f.ne ;  but  so  far  as  any  connexion  be- 
tween the  pair  and  the  questicHi  of  old- 
age  pensions  is  concerned,  there  was  posi- 
tively nothing  for  which  I  am  in  any  way 
responsible.  I  also  desire  to  mention  that 
the  Surplus  Revenue  Bill  did  not  contain 
one  word  in  reference  to  old-age  pensions, 
the  appropriation  for  which  was  made  in 
a  measure  subsequently  passed. 


MINISTERIAL  STATEMENT. 
Policy  of  New  Admlmistration. 

Debate  resumed  from  25th  June  (vide 
page  438)  on  motion  by  Senator  Millen— 

That  the  paper  (Further  Coriespondence  rb. 
gardittg  Irojierial  Naval  and  Military  Confer- 
ence), be  printed. 

Senator  PULSFORD  (New  South 
Wales)  [2.39]. — It  is  to  me  a  matter  of 
very  great  amusement  to  find  honorable 
senators  opposite  continuany  objecting  to 
the  fusion  which  has  taken  place  amongst 
other  honorable  senators.  I  am  particu- 
larly amused,  because  fusion  is  practically 
the  backbone  of  the  Labour  Party.  It  has 
been  their  backbone  both  in  Government 
and  in  Opposition.  Their  party  consists 
of  an  alliance  of  free-traders  and  protec- 
tionists. 

Senator  Guthrie. — That  is  an  admis- 
sion that  we  have  a  backbone. 

Senator  PULSFORD.— I  admit  that  the 
Labour  Party  have  a  backbone  of  the 
character  I  have  indicated. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon.— What  is  a 
fused  backbone? 

Senator  PULSFORD.— It  is  the  alliance 
I  refer  to.  I  think  it  is  clear  to  honorable 
senators  generally,  &nd  I  have  no  doubt 
it  is  clear  even  to  the  legal  mind  of  Senator 
Symon,  although  it  affords  an  opportunity 
■for  n  small  joke. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Svmon. — It  was 
my  phvsiological  mind  I  was  thinking  of. 

Senator  PULSFORD.— I  am  anxious  to 
inform  honorable  senators  that  this  is  not 
the  first  time  I  have  been  a  party  to  a 
fusion.  I  go  further,  and  say  that  in  all 
probability  if  a  fusion  of  Federal  Free 
Traders  and  Protectionists  had  not  taken 
place  in  New  South  Wales  in  1898  there 
would  have  been  no  Federation,  or  it 
would  not  have  come  off  at  that  date,  and 
if  delayed  I  do  not  know  when  it  might 
have  eventuated.  I  propose  to  refer  to  the 
events  in  New  South  Wales  at  that  time 
for  the  instruction  of  honorable  senators, 
and  I  think  that  the  facts  I  shall  bring 
forward -will  be  of  seme  interest.  In  1898 
we  were  just  about  to  face  a  State  election 
for  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  New  South 
Wales.  The  movement  for  Federation  had 
then  made  considerable  progress.  A  state- 
ment had  been  made  by  a  number  of  oppo- 
ments  of  Federation  that  Free  Traders  and 
Protectionists  to:;ether  really  intended  to 
upset  the  Free  Trade  policy  of  New  South 
Wales.  This  had  a  bad  effect,  and  if  the 
idea  had  been  allowed  to  take  possession 
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the  public  mind  it  would  have  been  quite 
impossible  to  persuade  the  people  of  the 
Free  Trade  State  of  New  South  Wales  to 
vote  as  thev  ultimately  did  for  Federation. 
Sir  Edmund,  then  Mr..  Barton,  was  the 
leada*  of  the  Federal  party  in  the  State, 
and  in  his  published  manifesto  he  included 
this  paragraph — 

The  fiscal  question  should  be  sternly  left  in 
abeyance  during  the  struggle  to  secure  Federa- 
tion. I  repeatedly  [minted  out  that  it  would 
be  unjust,  as  weU  as  impolitic  to  endeavour  to 
reverse  the  fiscal  system  in  this  Colony  in  the 
meoDtime.  Not  only  do  I  bold  that  opinion 
strongly,  but  I  shall  resist  any  attempt  at  such 
a  reversal  during  the  Parliament. 

When  that  appeared  I  wrote  a  letter  to  Sir 
Edmund  Barton  on  the  point,  asking  him 
whether  his  manifesto  included  not  only  the 
Customs  and  Excise  duties  but  the  land  tax 
and  income  tax,  to  which  Sir  Edmund  Bar- 
ton replied  by  writing  at  the  bottom  the  one 
word  "  Yes." 

Senator  Peabce. — What  did  the  honor- 
able senator  ask  him? 

Senator  PULSFORD.— I  shall  read  my 
letter.    I  wrote — 

DEUt  SiK, 

I  presume  that  the  statement  in  your  mani- 
festo that  you  would  oppose  any  reversal  of 
the  fiscal  system  during  the  next  Parliament 
means  not  only  that  you  would  oppose  any  re- 
versal of  policy  with  rej^nrd  to  Customs  and 
Excise,  but  thnt  you  would  also  oppose  any 
reversal  of  policy  as  regards  taxation  of  land 
and  of  income. 

Yours  truh', 

E.  PULSFOBD. 

Sir  Edmund  Barton  wrote  at  tire  bottom  of 
my  letter  the  single  word  "Yes."  It  be- 
came necessary  for  me  to  take  hold  of  the 
subject  with  considerable  vigour,  because 
statements  were  being  continually  made  as 
to  what  the  Free  Traders  and  Protectionists 
together  were  going  to  do  with  regard  to  the 
Free  Trade  fiscal  policy  of  New  South 
Wales.  I  have  here  a  long  letter  which  ap- 
peared in  the  Sydney  Morning  Herald  of 
i8th  July,  1898.  I  followed  that  up  twoor 
three  days  later  with  another  letter,  from 
which  I  shall  read  some  extracts.  I  mav  sav 
that  in  the  meantime  I  had  requested  Sir 
Edmund  Barton  to  communicate  with  some 
of  his  leading  Protectionist  supporters  and 
get  them  to  make  a  clear  statement  on  the 
subject.  I  deal  with  that  in  the  following 
wav — 

When  I  wrote  my  letter  I  had  not  rerei%-ed 
all  the  answers  to  four  messa^ies  of  inqutry 
whicb,  nt  my  suggestion,  Mr.  Barton  had  sent 
in  his  own  name  to  four  lending  Proleclionists, 
Tlx.,  Messrs.  See,  Copeland,  R.  E.  O'Connor, 
and  Chanter.     I  oow  ai>pend  the  replies. 


1.  Telegram  from  Mr.  See,  Grafton,  aist 
July,  to  Mr.  Barton.  "  Being  absent  from 
Grafton  your  message  only  reached  me  yester- 
day. I  have  read  your  manifesto,  and  a[>pTOTe- 
of  your  fiscal  pledge." 

2.  Telegram  from  Mr.  Chanter  to  Mr.  Bar- 
ton. "  Support  your  statement  in  manifesto- 
respecting  sinking  fiscal  question  absolutely. 
Advise  all  Federalists  do  same." 

That  ought  to  be  very  interesting  reading 
just  now  for  Mr.  Chanter  as  a  member  of 
the  House  of  Representatives. 

Senator  Millen. — It  is  more  interesting 

to  us  to  listen  to. 

Senator  PULSFORD. — I  continue  the 
quotation  from  my  letter — 

3.  Telegram  from  Mr.  R.  E.  O'Connor, 
Young,  to  Mr.  Barton.  *'  Have  already  de- 
clared I  support  your  statement  in  manifesto 
respecting  fiscal  question.  Repeat  declaration 
now.     Have  written  Pulsford." 

4.  With  regard  to  Mr.  Copeland,  I  have  re- 
ceived direct  from  that  gentleman  the  follow- 
ing satisfactory  letter  : — "  Yarraville,  Newtown, 
aSth  July,  1898.  Dear  Mr.  Pulsford,  I  quite 
agree  with  you  that  while  we  are  fighting  for 
Federation  the  fiscal  questiou  mutt  he  held  in 
absolute  abeyance. 

Mr.  Copeland  was  at  the  time  a  leading 
Protectionist  in  New  South  Wales,  and 
afterwards  was  Agent-General  for  the  State 
in  London.  Later  on  in  my  letter  I  said — 
In  view  of  the  assurances  now  before  the 
public  that  the  fiscal  system  at  present  exist- 
ing is  safe  whatever  the  outcome  of  the  pend- 
ing election,  the  question  is  whether  there  has 
not  been  something  like  a  "  conspiracy "  to 
raise  an  alarm,  for  which  no  ground  or  excuse 
existed.     When  Messrs.   Barton,  Lyne — 

Honorable  senators  will  see  that  Sir  Wil- 
liam Lyne  was  in  it  too — 

Copeland,  See,  O'Connor,  and  Chanter  unite 
their  assurances,  nothing  further,  surely,  is> 
needed.  But  though  nothing  further  is  needed 
much  more  is  forthcoming.  Sir  W.  P. 
Manning,  who  is  contesting  WooUahra ;  Mr. 
West,  who  is  contesting  Paddtn^ton ;  Mr. 
Lewis,  who  is  contesting  Cook  Division;  Mr. 
Cohen,  who  is  contesting  Annandale ;  Mr. 
Raffan,  who  is  contesting  Randwick ;  Mr. 
Quinn,  who  is  contesting  Bligh  Division,  have 
all,  to  my  knowledge,  assured  the  respective 
electorates  named  that  they  will  resist  any  fiscal 
change  during  the  coming  Parliament.  Mr. 
C'aike,  who  is  elected  for  the  Hastings,  having 
been  unopposed,  has  also  emphatically  given 
me  the  same  assurance.  Indeed,  I  may  say  T 
have  not  heard  of  or  seen  one  protectionist  who 
refuses  the  assurances  desired.  The  seven  names 
just  mentioned  are  of  candidates  I  have 
casually  met  the  last  few  days.  Of  course,  I 
know  very  well  there  are  in  the  protectionist 
ranks  some  men  whose  pledges  would  not  be- 
valued  very  highly,  but  I  don't  care  a  button 
for  such  men,  for  they  are  helpless  against 
the  bulk  of  their  partv  and  their  leaders,  just 
as  similar  men  are  similarly  helpless  on  the 
free-trade  side.  That  the  protectionists  as  » 
parly  will  during  the  whole  of  the  next  Par- 
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liamcQt  let  the  fiscal  policy  alone  i&  now  an 
'established  fact,  and  there  is  therefore  nothing 
to  prevent  the  free-tradtrs  and  protectionist* 
working  together  to  bring  about  a  Federal  union 
•of  these  Colonics  at  an  early  date. 

I  have  here  the  originals  of  the  tel^ams 
-and  letters  referred  to ;  the  messages  ad- 
dressed to  Sir  Edmund  Barton  having  all 
been  handed  over  to  myself  by  that  gentle- 
-man.  With  respect  to  the  letter  fr<xn  Mr. 
R.  £.  O'Connor  nho^  if  my  memory  serves 
me  right,  was  at  the  time  a  candidate  for 
the  elect(»-ate  of  Yoimg,  but  was  defeated 
by  Mr.  Watson,  I  shall  read  the  concluding 
paragraph — 

I  assure  you  I  hare  no  iotentioo  of  sup- 
porting  Mr.  Barton  or,  indeed,  of  entering 
the  Auembly  for  any  other  purpose  than  the 
accomplishmcDt  of  Federation. 

I  hold  in  my  hand  several  advertisements, 
■occupying  one  ot  two  columns  of  space, 
which  appeared  in  the  Sydney  newspapers 
at  that  time.  They  are  all  headed  "  To 
free-traders  and  protectionists,  protectionists 
and  free-traders."  One  of  them  reads — 
Vote  straight  for  (he  candidates  of  the  Fede- 
ral Association  selected  by  a  joint  committee 
of  free-traders  and  protectionists.  Don't  be 
misled  by  any  talk  about  a  conspiracy  to  re- 
verse the  fiscal  policy.  Unite  to  create  the  Aus- 
tralian nation  as  you  would  unite  to  defend  it 
against  the  foreign  enemy. 

Then  follows  a  letter  signed  by  Mr.  B.  R. 
Wise  and  Mr.  Bruce  Smith,  who  referred 
to  the  fact  that  Mr.  Barton  and  Sir  Wil- 
liam Lyne  had  given  pledges  that  they 
would  not  attempt  to  "  sneak  in  "  protec- 
tion under  the  guise  of  Federation.  The 
same  issue  of  the  Evening  News  contains 
a  letter  written  by  myself,  headed  "  Our 
fiscal  system  and  the  election."  A  few 
sentences  frcHn  it  reads — 

To-day  I  and  many  others,  the  sincerity  of 
whose  attachment  to  the  principles  of  free-trade 
cannot  be  questioned,  are  being  subjected  to 
what  is  only  mildly  described  as  misrepresenta- 
tion. In  our  judgment,  the  time  has  arrived 
when  the  union  of  the  Australian  Colonies  is 
imperatively  called  for ;  cilled  for,  I  take  it, 
by  every  const der.it ion  that  can  appeal  to  the 
patriot  and  the  statesman ;  called  for  by  the 
'Course  of  events,  both  within  and  without  the 
borders  of  Australia ;  and  we  are  at  one 
with  every  man  who,  whatever  his  views  on 
other  subjects  mny  be,  is  preparetl  to  make  this 
subject  of  Federation  the  controlling  factor  of 
this  general  election  and  of  the  conyng  Par- 
liament. We  are  told  that  we  are  participators 
ii  a  protectionist  conspiracy;  that  the  Pro- 
tectionist Party  with  one  hand  will  wave  the 
6ag  of  Aostralian  brotherhood,  whilst  with  the 
-other  band  they  will  drive  the  assassin's  knife 
into  the  heart  of  the  fiscal  system  of  New  South 
Wales.  We  men  who,  like  myself  have 
toiled  hard  for  many  years  in  the  interests  of 
free-trade,  and  who  would  far  sooner  cut  off 
our  right  hands  than  be  false  to  our  faith,  have 


this  charge  levelled  at  us.  The  cry  that  free- 
trade  is  in  danger  is  a  *'  political  dodge  " — the 
danger  that  threatens  is  to  the  political  life 
of  those  whoM  actions  in  regard  to  the  great 
uestion  of  the  day  do  not  inspire  us  with  con- 
dence.  It  u  thought  the  danger  may  be  staved 
off  by  raising  the  old  fiscal  battle-cry.  That  the 
alleged  conspiracy  does  .not  exist,  and  that  we 
are  neither  participators  in  it,  nor  dupes  of 
others  who  are,  can  easily  be  shown. 

In  concluding  my  remarks  upon  this  por- 
tion of  my  subject,  I  wish  to  refer  a  little 
more  particularly  to  Sir  William  Lyne,  be- 
cause I  imagine  that  honorable  senators — 
On  account  of  the  very  uncnnpromising 
attitude  which  that  gentleman  has  taken 

Senator  Pearce. — Will  the  honorable 
senator  read  the  letter  which  he  wrote  to 
the  Sydney  Daily  Telegraph,  in  which  he 
refused  to  sink  the  fiscal  question  in  order 
to  bring  about  the  fusion  of  parties  which 
has  recently  taken  place? 

Senator  Findlev. — Will  he  read  his 
special  article  upon  the  glories  of  free- 
trade,  which  was  published  in  March  last, 
in  the  Xineieenth  Century  t 

Senator  PULSFORD.  — Perhaps  the 
honorable  senator  will  permit  me  to  select 
my  own  quotations.  The  Sydney  Morning 
Herald,  of  Tuesday.  19th  July,  1898,  con- 
tains the  following  telegram  from  German- 
ton,  in  the  Hume  electorate — 

Germanton,  Monday. — Mr.  W.  J .  Lyne  ad- 
dressed a  large,  and  representative  meeting  to- 
night at  the  School  of  Arts,  the  hall  being 
crowded,  Mr.  J.  Boss,  J. P.,  was  chairman.  Mr. 
Lyne  was  enthusiastically  received  and  fre- 
quently applauded.  He  declared  that  his  part} 
had  agreed  with  the  Federal  Free-trade  Parly 
to  sink  the  fiscal  issue  and  fight  together  to 
bring  about  Federation  under  the  leadership  of 
Mr,  Barton. 

I  think  that  statement  is  \'ery  clear  and  em- 
phatic. It  is  very  interesting  to  notice  that 
the  two  New  South  Wales  representatives 
who  are  specially  standing  out  from  the 
fusion  which  has  taken  place — I  refer  to 
Sir  William  Lyne  and  Mr.  Chanter — were 
up  to  their  necks  in  the  fusion  of  1898. 

Senator  Pearce. — What  about  the  hon- 
orable senator's  letter  to  the  press,  in  which 
he  refused  to  be  a  party  to  the  fusion?  I 
read  it. 

Senator  PULSFORD.~I  be^  the  honor- 
able senator's  pardon.  He  did  not  rearl 
it.  I  wrote  a  letter  to  the  newspapers  in 
which  I  most  distinctly  stated  that  I  would 

be  no  p.irty  to  any  arrangement  under  which 
we  sold  ourselves  to  the  enemy.  All  the 
Free  Trade  memliers  of  this  Parliament  have 
said  the  same  thing,  botti  publicly  and  in 
the  meetings  D^n^^tri^O^fetlon  of 
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fusion  was  discussed.  The  accusation  of 
the  late  Minister  of  Defence  comes  with 
very  ill  grace  from  a  Free  Trader  who,  for 
years  past,  has  given  his  adhesion  to  a 
cordial  alliance  with  his  brother  Protec- 
tionists. 

Senator  Feabce. — Is  it  not  a  fact  that 
the  honorable  senator  in  his  letter  to  the 
Sydney  Daily  Telegraph,  stated  that  he  re- 
fused to  sink  his  fiscal  principles  ? 

Senator  PULSFORD.— Certainly,  and  I 
have  not  sunk  them. 

Senator  Clemons. — And  is  it  not  also  a 
fact  that  in  that  respect  the  honorable  sena- 
tor differs  from  Senator  Pearce,  who  has 
sunk  his  fiscal  principles? 

Senator  PULSFORD.— It  is  quite  clear 
that  there  was  a  fusion  of  political  parties 
in  New  South  Wales  as  the  result  of  which 
Federation  was  brought  about.  I  am  very 
emphatic  in  saying  that  but  for  that  fusion, 
Federation  would  not  have-  been  an  accom- 
plished fact  to-day.  It  was  on  account  of 
the  fusion  that  Federation  was  rendered 
possible.  I  do  not  think  that  the  other  States 
would  have  federated  if  New  South  Wales 
had  stood  out  of  the  Union.  The  fusion 
of  parties  whidi  recently  took  place  in  this 
Parliament  was  brought  about  for  the  pur- 
pose of  ftirthering  ^  greatness  of  Aus- 
tralia under  Federation.  There  is  every 
justificaticHi  for  that  fusion.  We  cannot 
travel  any  part  of  the  world  without  being 
impressed  with  the  wonderful  developments 
that  are  taking  place  in  science,  art,  trade, 
invention,  and  discovery  of  all  kinds.  Nor 
can  we  avoid  noticing  that  the  art  of  go- 
vernment is  daily  receiving  more  attention. 
Parliamentary  work  is  becoming  more  and 
more  important  every  year.  The  develop- 
ments of  the  twentieth  century  have  been 
very  great  indeed.  The  advances  which 
have  been  made  during  the  past  fifty  years 
have  been  most  remarkable,  but  the  develop- 
ments of  the  few  years  of  the  present  cen- 
tury have  exceeded  those  which  occurred 
during  the  last  century.  Changes  are  now 
taking  place  such  as  have  never  been  known 
before.  We  are  living  in  stirring  and 
anxious  times,  and  we  need  a  Go^'ernment 
which  represents  a  majority  of  the  people 
of  Australia — not  a  limited  portion  of  its 
inhabitants,  however  loyal  and  able  they 
may  be.  There  was  an  urgent  necessity 
for  the  formation  of  a  strong  political  uar. , 
such  as  has  recently  been  formed.  It  is  in- 
cumbent upon  the  electors  of  the  Commcn- 
vealth  to  return  to  this  Parliament 
'he  very  best  men  available.  I  hope 
it  the  people  will  bear  that  fact  in 


mind    at    the    next     general     election  - 
If  we  get  the  best  men  and  a  Govern- 
ment that  is  really  representative  of  the  ma- 
jority of  the  people  of  Australia,  we  may 
expect  Australia  to  be  able  to  hold  its  head 
high  in  the  world.      Not  otIv  has  the- 
Mother  Country  given  Australia  self-govern- 
ment, but  she  has  gone  far  beyond  that. 
She  has  (COTiferred  upon  Australia  the  power 
of  absolute  government  over  a  territor\ 
greater  in  extent  than  England,  Scotland, 
and  Wales  combined.     I  refer  to  Papua. 
When  we  remember  that  the  boundary  of 
our  territory  there  touches  German  territorv 
on  the  north  and  Dutch  territory  on  the  west, 
it  will  be  seen  that  we  are  face  to  face  with 
possibilities  of  trouble.      Nothing  in  the 
world's  history  has  be«i  more  prolific  of 
conflict  between  naticms  than  boundary  dis- 
putes.    We  may  any  day  be  face  to  face 
with  trouble  with  Germany  in  Papua  affect- 
ing the  boundary  between  Australian  and 
German  territory.     The  possibility  of  such 
a  thing  ought  to  make  us  feel  that  we  owe 
it  to  the  Mother  Country  as  well  as  to  our- 
selves that  we  should  be  able  to  speak  with 
a  majority  voice.     Not  only  have  we  this 
power  in  Papua,  but  we  have  before  us  the 
probability  of  having  other  territwies  to 
govern  before  long.     We  are  to  take  over 
Norfolk  Island.    Though  that  island  has 
practically  been  under  Australian  govem- 
raoit— that  is,  the  Government  of  New 
South  Wales — for  many  years,  yet  it  is  now 
to  become  formally  a  part  of  the  territorv 
of  the  Commonwealth.     We  shall  in  the 
future  have.control  of  ether  territorie?  in  the 
South  Seas,  as,  for  example,  at  the  New 
Hebrides.      These  matters  point  to  the 
necessity  of  ha^'ing  a  Government  strwig 
in  itself,  strong  in  the  power  at  its  back, 
and  strong  in  its  ability  to  deal  with  great 
questions  in  a  way  that  will  command  the 
respect  of  the  world  and  the  ccmfidence  of 
the  Home  Government.     These  are  great 
reasons  why  there  should  be  a  fusior 
in   Australia,   and   why   I   and  Sena- 
tor  Best  with   other  Protectionists  here 
could   not   stand    aloof   and    allow  all 
sorts  of  trouble  to  eventuate,  leaving  im- 
portant matters  in  abeyance  while  we  fight 
over  matters  upon  which  we  do  not  thuik 
in  common.      Now    let    me  refer  to  ihe 
Dreadnought  matter.     When  the  proposal 
to  present  a  Dreadnought  to  Great  Britaiir 
was  first  initiated.  I  did  not  lose  manv 
minutes  before  I  wrote  a  letter  to  the  ei- 
Minister  of  Defence,  promising  him  straight 
away  my  vote  in  the  Sqfiate  Jn^kupport 
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fair  to  the  Government  that  we  who  be- 
lieved in  the  proposal  should  leave  our- 
selves in  the  position  of  being  able  to 
quibble  afterwards.  I  spc^e  straight  out. 
I  did  more  than  that.  I  said  in  my  letter, 
"  Not  only  will  I  give  my  vote,  and  not 
only  am  i  in  favour  of  the  gift  of  a 
Dreadnought,  but  I  think  that  a  gift  of 
five  Drcadnoughis  would  represent  more 
closely  the  position  that  Australia  should 
take  up,  and  it  is  a  position  towards  which 
I  think  Australian  opinion  will  gradually 
mature."  It  has  been  said  that  the  agita- 
tion for  Dreadnoughts  in  England  was,  to 
a  large  extent,  fomented  by  party  feeling. 
I  am  bound  to  admit  that  great  use  has 
been  made  of  the  position  for  party  pur- 
poses in  England.  If  h<»iorable  senators 
will  refer  to  the  Westminster  Gazette  of  the 
1 2th  or  14th  May  last,  they  will  find  over 
my  signature  a  very  indignant  letter,  de- 
noimcing  the  use  that  has  been  made  of 
Australian  patriotism  to  further  the  pur- 
poses of  the  Protectionist  party.  But  I 
am  not  going  to  be  misled.  Because  I  see 
what  is  being  done,  I  am  not  going  to  lose 
sight  of  the  necessities  of  the  case.  I 
noticed  that  Senator  Symon  on,  I  think, 
the  day  after  he  arrived  from  England, 
referred  to  the  agitation  in  England,  and 
said  he  thought  that  that  agitation  had  been 
WOTked  up  for  party  purposes.  But  on  the 
ver^  next  dav  came  a  cable  message,  indi- 
cating that  Mr.  Reginald  McKenna,  the 
political  head  of  the  Admiralty,  had  made 
a  statement  which  confirmed  all  that  had 
been  said  by  other  peo[rfe  previously.  I 
do  not  think  that  Senator  Symon  will  be 
prepared  in  the  Senate  to-day  to  tell  us 
absolutely  that  we  are  fools  for  our  pains. 

Senator  Clemons. — He  will  tell  us 
something  much  more  to  the  point  than 
that. 

Senator  PULSFORD.— I  should  be  glad 
to  hear  him  on  the  point. 

Senator  Clehons. — He  will  tell  us  that 
the  agitation  was  aroused  only  to  tm- 
barrass. 

Senator  PULSFORD.— I  am  quite  clear 
on  the  point.  It  is  nothing  to  me  whether 
Australia  presents  to  the  Mother  Country 
a  Dreadnought  or  makes  some  other  con- 
tribution towards  Imperial  defence.  The 
great  and  important  factor  is  that  Aus- 
tralia is  to-day  prepared  to  take  her  share 
of  the  burden.  That  i|S  what  I  am  aiming 
at.  You  may  call  it  presentinj^  a  Dread- 
nought or  anything  you  like,  but  the  essen- 
tial fact  is  that  Australia  is  to-day  awake 
to  the  neces»ty  of  taking  some  share  of  the 


burden  of  Empire.  That  is  all  I  am 
anxious  for,  and  all  that  I  ask  for,  no 
matter  what  form  our  participation  may 
happen  to  take. 

Senator  Clemons. — ^Let  us  do  it  in  a 
much  more  practical  form. 

Senator  PULSFORD.— I  have  to  call 
the  fflt-Minister  of  Defence,  Senator  Pearoe, 
over  the  coals  for  a  statement  made  by  him 
in  regard  to  this  matter.  Speaking  in  Mel- 
bourne on  31st  May  last,  referring  to  the 
Dreadnought  question,  he  concluded  his 
remarks  by  saying — 

Three  of  the  wealthiest  land-holders  in  New- 
South  Wales  bail  promised  to  give  j^io,ooo 
each,  not  to  present  a  Dreadnought  to  the 
Mother  Country,  but  to  oust  the  Fisher  Govern- 
ment, because  it  was  going  in  for  direct  taxa- 
tion. 

Senator  Pearce. — The  report  is  not 
quite  correct.  I  said  :  "Two  wealthy  land- 
holders and  the  Chairman  of  the  Tobacco 
Trust,"  Otherwise  the  quotation  is  quite 
accurate. 

Senator  PULSFORD.— In  the  first 
place,  Mr.  Dixtm,  the  Chairman  of  the 
Tobacco  Trust,  gave  ;^5,ooo. 

Senator  Clehons. — lie  ought  to  have 
given  ^50,000,  considering  what  he  has 
made. 

Senator  PULSFORD.— What  I  want  to 
point  out  is  that  tbese  gifts  were  made  be- 
fore it  was  known  that  the  late  Govern- 
ment did  not  intend  to  act  upon  the  pro- 
posal. 

Senator  Pearce. — Xo,  that  is  incorrect. 

Senator  PULSFORD.— There  can  be  no 
question  of  the  misapprehension  which  the 
honorable  senator  was  imder  when  he  al- 
lowed himself,  in  the  poverty  of  his  argu- 
ment, to  make  use  of  this  assertion.  How 
could  it  be  true?  How  could  people  save 
their  pockets  by  gifts  of  j^io,ooo  for  the 
purpose  of  promoting  a  policy  which  must 
increase  taxation  ?  The  thing'  is  ludicrous, 
and  will  not  bear  looking  at  for  a  m(Hnent. 

Senator  Pearce. — They  wanted  to  oust 
a  Government  that  proposed  a  land  tax. 

Senator  PULSFORD.— However  much 
the  taxation  of  the  country  mav  grow,  what- 
ever increase  there  is  that  facilitates  the 
imposition  of  new  taxation — and  that  is 
what  honorable  senators  want — the  grant 
of  a  Dreadnought  made  it  easier,  and  not 
more  diflScult,  to  impose  a  land  tax.  I  do 
not  propose  to  review  at  length  the  late 
Government's  defiant  action  with  regard  to 
coastal  defence.  After  pledges  had  been 
given  here  and  elsevhere,  after  votes — mine 
for  one — had  been  obtained  by  a  distinct 
statement  that  nothing  would  be  done  in 
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the  matter  until  the  Farliament  had  had  an 

opportunity  of  deciding  bow  the  money 
should  be  expended. 

Senator  Pearce. — No  such  pledge  was 
given  by  the  late  Government. 

Senator  PULSFORD. — The  money  was 
voted  under  this  pledge.  Money  that  is 
given  in  trust  for  a  certain  purpose  ought 
ro  be  held  in  trust,  and  nobody  has  the 
right  to  axae  along,  take  possession  of  it, 
and  say,  "  We  will  do  what  we  like  with 
it." 

Senator  Pearce.— The  mwiey  was  ap- 
propriated by  Parliament. 

Senator  PULSFORD.— It  was  a  dis- 
tinct breach  of  faith  and  trust  of  which  the 
late  Government  ought  not  to  have  been 
guilty,  and  for  which  they  deserved  to  be 
expelled  from  office. 

Senator  Pearce. — Does  the  honorable 
strator  support  the  action  of  the  Prime 
Minister  in  promising  ;£z,ooo,ooo  for  _  a 
Dteadnought  without  consulting  Parlia- 
ment ? 

Senator  PULSFORD.— I  do  absolutely. 
That  is  one  of  the  reasons  which  make  it 
abpoluteiy  necessary  that  the  country  should 
be  governed  by  men  who  are:  truly  repre- 
sentative, and  have  a  following  who  con- 
stitute a  majority.  It  was  only  last  week 
that  Sir  Joseph.  Ward  was  passing  through 
this  State.  1  came  up  by  train  with  him, 
and  congratulated  him  and  New  Zealand. 
I  swd,  "  It  is  well  that  a  country  has  at 
iis  head  men  who  know  how  to  t^e  occa- 
Mon  by  the  hand."  This  is  necessary  for 
every  country  that  desires  to  be  well 
governed. 

Senator  Pearce.— The  New  Zealand 
Parliament  was  not  sitting. 

Senator  PULSFORD.— We  do  not  know 
when  a  great  world  emergency  may  arise. 
We  cannot  see  into  the  future.  We  only 
see  the  very  troubled  world  around  us,  and 
the  necessity  of  the  time  is  that  we  ought 
t^  be  a  united  Australia,  and  to  have  a 
Government  which  has  a  real  following  at 
its  back,  and  can  speak  as  representing  the 
whole  country.  Senator  Pearce  was  going 
to  London  at  the  invitation  of  the  Home 
Government,  to  the  Conference.  I  sympa- 
thize with  him  in  his  disappointment,  and 
he  would  be  a  strange  man  if  he  did  not 
feel  disappointed  at  what  has  taken  place. 

Senator  Needham. — Sympathize  with 
Australia,  not  with  him. 

Senator  PULSFORD.— I  sympathize 
with  Senator  Pearce. 

Senator  Nkedhah. — ^Australia  Has  lost 
more  than  he  has. 


Senator  PULSFORD.— In  the  jucfe- 
ment  of  my  honorable  friend.  When  tSat 
invitation  to  an  Empire  Conference  cime 
to  Australia,  we  ought  to  have  been  able 
to  send  a  man,  even  if  it  was  Senatcw 
Pearce— and  he  has  my  esteem  for  many 
great  qualities  which  he  possesses  —  who 
carried  with  him  i£he  representative  power 
of  a  Government  with  a  majority  at  its 
back,  and  in  the  absen(»  of  that  power. 
Senator  Pearce  was  not  the  right  man  to 
go. 

Senator  Pearce. — I  did  not  propose  to 
go  until  after  Parliament  had  met. 

Senator  PULSFORD.— Let  me  refer  a 
little  to  my  own  position  in  regard  to  Free 
Trade.  When  we  Free  Traders  did  our  ut- 
most to  bring  about  Federaticwi,  we  saw 
that  there  was  one  branch  of  Free  Trade 
which  was  to  be  secured  for  ever,  and  that 
waj!  freedom  of  trade  amcmg  the  States. 
For  years  uid  years  we  fought  for  this 
Free  Trade.  Our  esteemed  friend,  Sir  Wil- 
liam Lyne,  used  to  tell  us  how  Victoria 
robbed  New  South  Wales  of  about 
^1,000,000  a  year.  But  all  that  is  a  thing 
of  the  past.  The  States  may  trade  together 
without  let  or  hindrance,  and  that  right 
cannot  be  taken  away.  We  believed  that 
we  had  a  fair  chance  of  wiiming  freedom 
for  our  external  trade;  but,  as  honorable 
sei>ators  know,  we  have  not  succeeded 
there. 

Senator  Guthrie. — Not  vet. 

Senator  PULSFORD.— Not  yet;  but  I, 
who  have  some  faith  in  the  common  sense 
of  Australians,  and  think  that  they  will 
ultimately  find  out  the  right  course,  antici- 
pate that  some  opportunity  may  arise  for 
r-i"sing  the  question  successfully,  and  that 
Australia  may  yet  be  a  Free  Trade  country. 
The  growing  cost  of  living  must  be  telling 
a  lesson  to  the  people.  Speaking  on 
Friday,  Senator  Givens  wanted  to  know 
where  we  were  in  regard  to  taxation,  if  nev 
duties  on  tea  and  so  on  were  to  be  pro- 
posed. The  people  of  this  country  are 
taxed  by  Customs  duties  far  too  much,  and 
a  duty  on  tea  will  not  be  imposed  with  mv 
conserit.  I  remind  honorable  senators  that 
they  were  parties  to  the  imposition  of  a 
big  duty  on  sugar,  and  to  arrangements  by 
which  an  enormous  amount  was  diverted 
fiom  the  Treasury.  We  are  paying  about 
200,000  in  consequence  of  that  duty, 
and  the  Treasury  is  finally  enriched  to  the 
tt'ne  of  about  ;^2oo,ooo,  and  a  solid 
,000,000  is  absorbed  by  the  industry, 
bi't  the  people  pay  the  /WOflSyLv^lWe  we 
a&ked  to  believe  fliSl^^sV^^Kd^tioes  not 
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exist ;  but  I  know  that  it  does.  If 
tbis  enonnous  payment  which  is  made  by 
thie  people,  came  into  the  Treasury,  it 
would  do  a  great  deal  to  settle  many  diffi- 
cult questions  of  Federal  finance.  The 
people  of  Australia  are  infinitely  over -taxed 
through  the  CustOTOs,  and  I  shall  be  no 
party  to  the  imposition  of  additional  taxa- 
tion, unless  some  of  the  present  burdens 
are  first  of  all  removed. 

Soiator  Clemons. — Will  the  honorable 
senator  be  a  party  to  altering  the  sugar 
arrangem«its  ? 

Senator  PULSFORD.  —  The  existing 
sugar  arrangraients  I  look  upon  as  very 
objectionable. 

Senates-  Clehons. — Will  not  the  honor- 
able senator  try  to  stop  them? 

Senator  PULSFORD.— Undoubtedly,  I 
shall  do  my  best  in  that  direction.  I  de- 
sire to  refer  to  another  matter  on  which 
I  feel  very  strongly,  and  that  is  that  free- 
dom of  trade  is  an  Empire  necessity.  I 
feel  very  certain  that  when  we,  with  our 
huge  and  empty  continent,  erected  Tariff 
barriers,  we  affronted  the  world.  When 
Canada  inaugurated  a  system  of  preference 
eight  or  ten  years  ago,  she  inaugurated  at 
the  same  time  a  Tariff  war  with  Germany. 
What  does  it  all  mean?  These  things 
have  brought  new  .troubles  to  the  Empire. 
Have  honorable  senators  forgotten  the 
troubles  and  the  enmities  of  the  old  Vic- 
torian stock  tax?  I  have  not.  I  know 
what  feelings  of  ermiity  in  adjoining 
Colonies  it  was  the  cause  of.  And  1  can 
understand  and  appreciate  thoroughly  the 
feelings  of  enmity  which  must  exist  to- 
day in  various  countries  at  a  tiny  popula- 
tion such  as  ours,  possessing  itself  of  a 
huge  country,  and  yet  holding  aloof  by 
our  Tariff  from  the  trade  of  other 
countries. 

Senator  Trenwith. — Of  course,  Ger- 
many must  be  very  angT>-,  because  she  does 
rjot  do  it  herself. 

Senator  PULSFORD.— Germany  cannot 
do  it ;  she  has  no  great  continents  filled 
with  handfuls  of  Germans.  The  position 
is  widelv  different.  I  do  not  desire  to 
raise  a  fiscal  debate  here ;  that  is  far  frcMn 
my  thought.  Only  three  or  four  days  ago, 
I  saw  a  cablegram  from  London,  in  which 
Sir  Edward  Grey,  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs,  said — 

The  more  I  see  of  the  relations  between  the 
Mother  Land  and  the  self-governing  Dominions 
the  more  I  am  convinced  that  fiscal  liberty  is 
esvential  to  union. 

I  am  ccmvinced  of  it.  I  have  been  fighting 
for  freedom  of  trade  for  twenty  years,  and 


for  very  much  stronger  reasons  than  the 
mere  advantage  of  it  to  Australia ;  I  have 
been  fighting  for  it  for  the  interest  of  the 
Empire.  I  have  felt  all  along  that  tlie 
existence  of  the  Empire  to  a  ver\-  con- 
siderable extent  depended  upon  that.  We 
claim  the  supremacy  of  the  seas.  And  as 
long  as  the  Empire  raaintauis  a  policy  of 
freedwn,  the  supremacy  of  the  seas  may 
well  be  associated  with  that  policy,  but  not 
without  it.  I  shall  exclude  mv  few  re- 
marks with  a  reference  or  two  to  our 
friends  of  the  Labour  party.  A  few  days 
ago,  I  read  a  case  where  a  man  was 
charged  before  a  police  magistrate  with 
having  forged  some  bogus  testimonials  (^f 
the  work  he  had  daoe  and  of  his  personal 
qualities,  and  the  excuse  for  doing  it  was 
that  he  did  not  know  of  any  other  way  of 
obtaining  sympathy.  That  is  very  much 
the  state  of  affairs  with  our  friends  op))o- 
site.  They  have  called  themselves  the 
Labour  party.  They  have  purloined  the 
term  "Labour."  There  is  no  honorable 
senator  here  who,  on  the  average,  has  lived 
a  harder  life  than  I  have,  who  has  put 
more  work  into  every  24  hours  than 
I  have  done;  but  I  am  a  non-Labour 
man,  and  they  are  Labour  men.  That  is  a 
dodging  appeal  to  the  sympathies  of  the 
public.  I  have  heard  honorable  senators 
sneer  at  there  being  so  many  lawyers  in 
this  Parliament.  I  believe  that  in  Xi  w 
South  Wales  there  -are  about  six  budding 
barristers  belonging  to  the  Labour  party. 

Senator  GtrriiRiE. — We  want  all  we  can 
get. 

Senator  PULSFORD.— Of  course,  \ou 
draw  them  in.  You  call  them  Labour  men. 
Men  may  be  like  the  UlUes  of  the  valley  : 
they  toil  not,  neither  do  thev  spin,  yet  it 
they  know  how  to  speii  lalxjur,  they  will 
be  the  salt  of  the  earth.  That  is  the  ix'lic\ 
with  which  honorable  senators  opjwsite 
wish  to  beguile  the  innocent  electors.  Tho\ 
are  up  to  all  sorts  of  petty  tricks  to  win 
sympathy  in  regard  to  their  late  expulsiun 
from  office.  They  whine  all  dav  long 
about  it,  and  represent  themselves  as  hav- 
ing been  so  badly  treated  that  they  are 
entitled  to  say  all  sorts  of  queer  things 
about  the  new  Government.  A  man  is  re- 
fused a  pair;  the  pairinj^  season  is  gone, 
and  the  despairing  season  has  arrived.  That 
is  reallv  the  position,  I  think.  J  vpr\ 
frequently  pass  a  few  yards  from  this 
chamber  a  memorial  to  the  eight  hour- 
movement  in  Victoria,  hut  I  never  do  m) 
without  giving  it  a  smile^-.  I  readthe  inscrin- 
tion  upm  it  iD^'iiMeci^Arn^Q^lSbrate  the 
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Inauguration  of  the  Eight  Hours  Movement 
in  Victoria  in  1856."  That  was  fifty-three 
years  ago.  I  wonder  where  the  majority 
of  our  Labour  friends  were  in  1856.  Where 
was  Senator  Needham  in  that  year?  If  we 
may  believe  the  Labour  partv  to-day,  it  is 
'they,  and  they  alone,  who  have  done  all 
these  great  thmgs,  and  started  schemes  of 
9.11  scHts  for  the  amelioration  of  labour. 
Loag  before  Senator  Needham  was  thought 
of  the  c^ject  of  the  eight  hours  movement 
had  been  gained  and  all  kinds  of  actifm 
talffin  in  all  civilized  owntries  for  the 
amelioration  of  those  who  labour.  Honor- 
able senators  opposite  and  their  friends 
h^ve  taken  advantage  of  the  existence  of 
these  movements  to  trade  on  the  sympathies 
of  the  public,  and  to  persuade  the  public 
who  often  are  onlv  too  gullible  that  they 
are  the  only  real  Simon  Pure. 

Senator  W.  RUSSELL  (South'  Austra- 
lia) [3-27]. — I  take  advanta^  of  this  op- 
portunity to  make  a  protest.  I  sat  and 
listened  as  patiently  as  I  could  to  Senator 
Pulsford,  and  I  expected  that  he  would 
have  been  good  enough  to  have  related  his 
conversion.  I  am  sorry  that  the  honorable 
senator  failed  to  do  sa  I  presume  that  as 
Senator  Millen,  who  we  know  is  diplomatic, 
sits  alongside  the  honorable  senator.  Sen- 
ator Pulsford  is  to  some  extent  under  his 
wing,  and  perhaps  at  his  bidding  as  well. 
I  have  received  Senator  Pulsford's  photo- 
graph, and  I  cherish  it,  I  told  my  wife  and 
family  that  I  had  received  it,  anS  intended 
to  bring  it  over  to  South  Australia,  because 
there  are  \'ery  few  menUjers  of  the  Senate 
whom  I  like  better  than  the  honorable 
senator,  but  it  is  amazing  to  me  to  see  a 
man  whose  photograph  as  the  cham- 
pion of  Free  Trade  appears  at  the 
head  of  a  statement  which  I  have 
received  sitting  on  the  same  side 
in  this  chamber  with  Senator  Best 
and  with  Senator  Trenwith,  who  I  am  sure 
is  not  feeling  very  happy  to-day.  I  hope 
that  Senator  Pulsford  will  supply  me  with 
another  copy  of  his  beautiful  photograph 
attached  to  some  production  which  will  not 
be  such  a  caricature  of  his  acticHi  in  Join- 
ing forces  with  the  Protecticmists.  I  do 
like  consistenc)',  and  from  the  honorable 
senator  I  e]q)ected  at  least  consistency.  I 
was  a  member  of  the  Senate  for  about 
eighteen  months  befwe  I  saw  the  honorable 
senator,  but  I  heard  so  much  about  him 
that  I  was  delighted  when  I  heard  that 
'  '  was  approaching  our  shores.    In  the 

umstances,  I  have  been  very  greatly 
^pointed  to  hear  him  condemn  the 


Labour  party  in  the  way  that  he  has  dore 
to-day,  especially  when  I  remember  thit 
Senator  McGregor  supplied  a  pair  for  !be 
honorable  senator  during  his  absence  fxxn 
the  Senate,  extending  over  eighteen  mcMths. 
Then  there  is  my  opponent,  Senator  Dob- 
son,  nho  is  going  to  fight  me  froa  the 
public  platform  in  Tasmania.  Whit  did 
the  Labour  party  do  for  him  through  Sen- 
ator William  Russell  ?  They  found  a  pair 
for  the  honorable  senator  for  nanj 
mcHiths.  That  was  dCHie  for  the  conveni- 
ence of  the  h<morable  senator,  and  with 
the  consent  of  the  party  on  this  ride.  My 
reason  {<x  referring  to  these  matters — and 

I  hope  that  it  will  get  into  the  press  

Senator  de  Largie. — Let  the  honorable 
senator  not  be  too  sanguine. 

Senator  W.  RUSSELL.— I  am  afraid 
there  is  not  much  hope,  because  we  do  not 
get  fair  play  even  in  the  Adelaide  press. 
But  I  am  taking  the  opportunity  to  say 
what  we  have  done,  and  no  one  knows 
what  we  shall  do  in  the  future. 

Senator  Pulsford. — What  about  Mr. 
Chris.  Watson  and  the  pair  found  fcx*  him. 

Senator  W.  RUSSELL.— I  am  not  deal- 
ing with  Mr.  Watson.  The  position  1 
take  up  in  this  matter  is  that  it  is  the  dutv 
of  every  member  of  the  Senate,  and  of 
every  honorable  member  in  another  place 
who  takes  the  salary  attached  to  the  posi- 
tion which  he  occupies,  health  permitting, 
to  be  present  while  Parliament  is  sitting. 
Senator  Pulsfobd. — Undoubtedly. 
Senator  W.  RUSSELL.— Why  does  the 
honorable  sraator  refer  to  Mr.  Watson? 
My  object  in  referring  to  the  pairs  given  to 
Senators  Pulsford  and  Dobson  by  honor- 
able senatcvs  on  this  side  was  to  reply  to 
the  press,  because  even  in  our  Adelaide 
newspapers  references  are  almost  daily 
made  to  the  refusal  by  the  Labour  party 
to  give  pairs,  as  if  we  were  the  most 
wicked  people  under  the  canopy  of  heaven. 
We  are  here  met  on  a  serious  occasicm.  The 
times  are  trying.  Senator  Pulsfwd  will  be 
thought  a  much  more  cautious  man  than 
I  am,  but  in  the  circumstanres  in  which  the 
present  Government  made  the  offer  of  a 
Dreadnought,  or  its  equivaloit,  to  Great 
Britain,  the  honorable  soiator  has  said  that 
he  would  have  given  five. 

Senator  Peasce. — The  honorable  senator 
would  have  given  j^io,ooo,ooo. 

Senator  W.  RUSSELL.—So  far  as  the 
taxpayers  of  South  Australia  are  cot- 
cemed,  the  offer  of  one  Dreadnought  would 
represent  about  j^2oo,ooo.  At  the  dose  of 
last  session,  althoug^itie^  S^wbCl^l^lfi  Go- 


Ministmat  [30  June,  1909.]  Statement.  545 


vernment  in  power,  Senator  Millen'  will 
remember  that  when  we  were  dis- 
cussing a  proposal  in  the  Manufac- 
tures Encouragement  BilT  to  grant 
a  bounty  on  the  local  production  of 
iron,  J  wanted  to  know  where  the  raonev 
was  to  come  from.  I  take  the  same  stand 
to-day.  I  say  that  so  far  as  my  knowledge 
of  the  people  of  South  Australia  goes,  thej 
are  practically  unanimous  against  the  pro- 
posed gift  of  a  Dreadnought  to  Great 
Britain. 

Senator  Guthrie. — Or  even  five  Dread- 
noughts. 

,  Senator  W.  RUSSELL.—That  would  be 
worse.  If  a  Labour  senator  said  what 
Senator  Pulsford  has  said,  it  would  be 
thought  that  he  ought  to  be  sent  to  a  lunatic 
a.sylum.  At  least  five  of  the  representatives 
of  South  Australia  in  the  Senate  are  op- 
posed to  the  gift  of  a  Dreadnought.  Sena- 
tor Symon  is  as  strongly  opposed  to  it  as 
are  members  of  the  Labour  party.  I  can- 
not speak  for  Senator  Vardon,  and  I  do 
not  profess  to  do  so.  .  When  in  South  Aus- 
tralia, I  received  the  newspapers  regularly, 
and  the  political  news  always  attracted  my 
attention.  I  felt  that  the  manoeuvres  that 
were  being  carried  on  bv  Mr.  Deakin,  Sir 
Tohn  Forrest,  and  Senator  Best  were  de- 
.  plorable.  When  the  Fisher  Government 
took  it  upon  themselves  to  order  torpedo 
boats,  those  opposed  to  them  said:  "You 
have  done  wrong.  You  had  not  the  au- 
thority of  Parliament,"  and  in  referring  to 
the  payment  of  old-age  pensions,  they  said 
to  the  Fisher  Government :  "  You  have  not 
the  money  to  pay  old-age  pensiois."  What 
followed?  Could  inconsistency  go  further? 
They  then  said :  "  Mr.  Fisher,  you  must 
give  a  Dreadnought  to  Great  Britain." 

Senator  Pearce. — Without  waiting  for 
the  authority  of  Parliament. 

Senator  VV.  RUSSELL.— Yes  ;  without 
waiting  for  the  authority  of  Parliament.  I 
snid  the  other  day  that  honorable  senators 
opposite  do  not  desire  to  consult  the  people, 
and  I  say  now  that  it  is  the  duty  of  every 
member  of  the  Federal  Parliament,  in  the 
interests  of  the  State  he  represents,  to  look 
after  the  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence,  and 
to  insist  that  Parliament  should  be  taken 
into  the  conadence  of  the  Government,  and 
should  know  what  their  intentions  are,  what 
money  thev  will  require,  and  how  they  in- 
tend to  obtain  it.  Senator  Millen  may 
think  that  on  some  occasions  I  speak  only 
for  myself,  but  if  by  speaking  sensibly 
and  practically,  and,  perhaps,  scanewhat 
lengthily  as  the  occasion  may  require,  we 


can  succeed  in  preventing  the  Government 
doing  what  they  have  proposed  to  do,  we 
shall  be  willing  to.  remain  here  day  and 
night.  .  Senator  Millen  should  take  the 
Senate  into  his  confidence,  and  tell  us 
where  the  money  is  to  come  from. 

Senator  Pearce, — The  honorable  senator 
told  us  about  a  "  new  departure." 

Senator  W.  RUSSELL.— What  does  the 
"new  departure"  mean?  The  honorable 
senator  ought  to  explain  that.  If  he  were 
sittmg  on  this  side,  as  he  did  last  year,  and 
his  new  colleague.  Senator  Best,  represented 
the  Government  that  made  such  a  proposal, 
what  a  time  Senator  Best  would  have. 

Senator  Needham.— Where  is  Senator 
Best  now? 

Senator  W.  RUSSELL.— I  do  not  know. 
The  honorable  senator  is  looking  for  plea- 
sure, and  I  do  not  think  he  can  find  very- 
much  of  it  here.  His  countenance  when 
here  does  not  express  happiness.  I  sympa- 
thize with  him,  and  also  with  Senator  Tren- 
with._  When  we  grapple  with  the  real 
question,  those  who  are  prepared  to  spend 
the  money  of  the  Commonwealth  should  be 
asked  to  say  how  they  proEose  to  get  it. 
Mr.  Deakin  was  so  anxious  that  Parlia- 
ment should  be  called  together  immediately 
that  he  almost  attempted  to  force  the 
hands  of  the  late  Government.  He  took 
every  possible  step  to  frighten  the  Fisher 
Ministry  into  acceding  to  his  demand,  and 
he  declared  that  the  necessary  money  with 
which  to  pay  old-age  pensions  was  not  avail- 
able. Yet  this  same  gentleman  immediately 
afterwards  turned  round  and  said,  in  effect 
— "  Although  we  have  not  the  money  with 
which  to  pay  old-age  pensions,  we  ought 
to  present  a  Dreadnought  to  the  Mother 
Country." 

Senator  Guthrie.  —  Senator  Pulsford 
says  that  we  ought  to  present  five  Dread- 
noughts. 

Senator  W.  RUSSELL.— Where  is  the 
logic  in  such  an  attitude?  I  say  that  there 
IS  none.  Both  the  Prime  Minister  and  the 
Minister  of  Defence  object  to  direct  taxa- 
tion, and  declare  that  the  requisite  funds 
for  administering  the  affairs  of  Govern- 
ment should  be  provided  out  of  Customs 
and  Excise  revenue.  What  does  that  mean  ? 
Does  it  not  mean  an  increase  in  the  cost  of 
living  ? 

Senator  Guthrie.— Ask  Senator  Puls- 
ford. 

Senator  W.  RUSSELL.— It  is  of  no  use 
asking  him.  He  seems  to/la»eJ)e^^uck 
duitb.  Digitized  by  V^jOOgl™ 
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Senator  Pearce. — He  said  that  he  would 
not  vote  for  a  tax  upon  tea. 

Senator  W.  RUSSELL.— I  am  glad  to 
hear  that,  because  if  Senator  Pulsford's 
vote  were  cast  with  the  Opposition,  I  think 
that  we  might  be  able  to  prevent  the  people 
of  AustraUa  from  being  called  upon  to 
pay  a  duty  upon  tea.  The  policy  of  the 
Deakin  Govemmoit  is  to  borrow  money 
to  the  tune  of  jg2,ooo,ooo  

Senator  Stewart. — They  will  have  to 
borrow  ;^3,ooo,ooo  or  ;^4,ooo,ooo. 

Senator  W.  RUSSELL.— They  may  have 
to  borrow  ;£io,ooo,ooo.  Where  is  this 
money  to  come  from? 

Senator  Stewart. — From  the  London 
Tews. 

Senator  W.  RUSSELL.— The  policy  of 
the  late  Government  was  clear  and  unmis- 
takable. They  were  prepared  to  initiate 
a  scheme  of  defence  very  much  upon  the 
lines  laid  down  by  the  previous  Deakin 
Adnunistration ;  they  were  ready  to  estab- 
lish an  institution  somewhat  akin  to  a  State 
bank;  they  were  willing  to  impose  a  tax 
upOTi  estates  the  unimproved  value  of  which 
exceeded  ;^5,ooo,  and  to  levy  an  additional 
impost  upon  absentee  landlords  without 
any  exemption  whatever.  In  short,  their 
policy  was  absolutely  a  sound  one.  I  am 
proud  of  the  fact  that  they  manfully  stuck 
to  their  guns,  and  refused  to  back  down 
upcHi  a  angle  item.  They  declined  to  con- 
vene Parluunent  at  an  earlier  date  than 
was  necessary,  and  they  refused  to  accede 
to  the  clamour  to  present  a  Dreadnought  to 
the  Mother  Country.  Before  this  Parlia- 
ment prorogued  last  year,  I  remarked  to 
Senator  Millen  and  the  present  Minister  of 
Defence  that  I  recc^nised  that  with  the 
next  shuffle  of  the  political  cards  they  would 
occupy  the  Treasury  benches.  Immediately 
after  the  prorc^ation,  in  addressing  a  meet- 
ing at  Yass,  I  said  that,  knowing  Mr. 
Deakin  as  I  did  and  recognising  his  anxiety 
for  office,  those  who  sat  behind  him  and 
those  who  would  like  to  be  linked  with  him 
in  a  Government,  would  j<rin  forces  for  the 
purpose  of  displacing  the  Labour  Govern- 
ment as  soon  as  Parliament  re-assembled. 
That  proi^ecy  has  been  fulfilled  to  the  let- 
ter. But  the  late  Goverrunent  were  deposed 
from  c^Bce  in  a  most  unfair  manner.  In 
passing,  I  may  mention  that  t  was  very 
pleased  to  notice  a  report  in  the  newspapers 
to-day  in  connexion  with  the  Yass-Can- 
berra  Capital  site.  From  a  perusal  of  Mr. 
Scrivener's  report,  I  was  under  the  impres- 
sion that  there  was  a  scarcity  of  water  of 
good  quality  within  the  selected  area. 


Senator  Vakdon. — So  there  is.  Tbe 

water  supply  is  not  good 

Senator  W.  RUSSELL.— That  is  no!  my 
opinion,  and  my  colleague  is  not  going  to 
trap  me  into  making  one  statement  to-day 
and  another  to-morrow. 

Senator  Vardon. — We  both  saw  tlie 
water. 

Senator  W.  RUSSELL.— It  is  true  that 
on  our  visit  of  inspection  we  saw  some  dirty 
water,  but  we  also  saw  some  most  beautifiil 
water.  What  I  feared  was  that  the  Pre- 
mier of  New  South  Wales  had  attempted  to 
intimidate  Mr.  Scrivener,  because  his  report 
was  adverse  to  the  locality  which  is  fav- 
ored by  the  former.  I  have  the  greatest 
faith  in  Mr.  Scrivener's  ability  and 
straightforwardness,  but  if  I  believed  that 
the  Premier  of  New  South  Wales  had 
threatened  that  officer  in  any  way,  mv  al- 
legiance to  the  Yass-Canberra  site  would  be 
seriously  shaken.  Only  yesterday  a  corres- 
pondent of  an  Adelaide  newspaper  stated 
that  notwithstanding  all  that  I  had  said  in 
favour  of  the  site,  I  was  absolutely  wrong. 
In  reply,  I  may  say  that  when  I  visited 
the  site  a  sec  Mid  time,  in  company  with 
Senator  Vardon,  I  was  mcwe  impressed  with 
it  than  ever.  We  obtained  a  billycan  of 
water  from  the  Cotter  Creek  and  I  enjoyed 
the  nicest  drink  of  tea,  made  from  it,  that 
I  have  had  for  a  long  time.  I  wish  now 
to  ask  Senator  Millen  whether  he  will  not 
give  us  sOTie  information  in  reference  to 
tne  financial  question  ?  If  he  will  not,  when 
I  return  to  South  Australia  at  the  end  of 
the  week  I  shall  hare  to  admit — if  I  am 
interviewed  by  a  representative  of  the  Re- 
gister— that  all  our  attempts  to  draw  the 
Gov^ment  have  failed.  We  are  elected 
to  this  Senate  for  a  spedfic  purpose.  We 
aie  here  to  safeguard  State  rights.  Why. 
then,  should  we  not  be  trusted  ?  The  Go- 
vernment have  refused  to  recommend  the 
Governor -General  to  gr.int  a  dissolution  

Senator  McGregor. — Have  they  not  told 
the  honorable  senator  that  there  is  to  be  a 
"  new  departure." 

Senator  W.  RUSSELL.— But  I  want  to 
know  what  is  the  "  new  departure."  We 
have  a  right  to  know  that. 

Senator  Givens. — The  "new  departure" 
is  to  spend  money  without  the  auth<»rity  of 
Parliament. 

Senator  W.  RUSSKLL.— Having  list- 
ened to  the  speech  of  Senator  Pulsford,  the 
constitutional  authority  in  this  Chamber 
and  the  one  time  champion  of  Free  Trade.  F 
must  say  that  I  cannot  uoderstand  how  he 
has  come  to  ciipfeecHlpfcsOipglCis  Free 
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Trade  principles  and  to  uphold  the 
positicm  taken  up  by  the  Govern- 
ment. I  am  aware  '  that  the  hon- 
orable senator  said  that  he  would  not 
be  content  with  presenting  the  Mother 
County  with  one  Dreadnought,  and  that  he 
was  in  favour  of  giving  her  five  Dread- 
noughts. I  do  not  know  what  is  the  matter 
with  him.  Formerly  I  was  under  the  im- 
pression that  he  was  a  thoughtful  and 
■cautious  man.  The  only  explanation  I  can 
find  for  his  present  position  is  that  he  has 
to  %<i  before  the  electcvs  in  March  of  next 
year^  and  that  the  Dreadnought  proposal  in 
New  South  Wales  has  been  run  by  the 
press.  In  order  to  secure  a  change  of 
Government,  and  to  escape  the  imposition 
of  a  progressive  land  tax,  the  wealthy  men 
of  that  State  promoted  this  scare  along 
with  the  Tory  crowd  which  is  pulling  the 
ropes  in  Old  England.  I  understand  that 
several  of  these  wealthy  men  have  given 
^10,000  each  towards  providing  a  Drtad- 
nought  for  presentation  to  Britain. 

Senator  Givens. — They  merely  prcMnised 
to  do  so.    They  have  not  given  the  money. 

Senator  W.  RUSSELL.— I  think  that 
the  grand  outspdcen  speech  delivered  by 
Mr.  Fisher  at  Gympie,  struck  terror  into  the 
hearts  of  the  land  mcwiopolists  of  New 
South  Wales  and  the  other  States,  and  I  am 
not  at  all  surprised  at  it.  Senator  Puls- 
ford,  living  as  he  does  amongst  such  people, 
and  looking  anxiously  forward  to  the  next 
election,  has  evidently  forgotten  his  hust- 
ings pledges,  and  has  resolved  to  get  in 
out  of  the  wet.  That  is  the  only  explana- 
tion I  can  offer  for  his  altered  conduct. 
Mr.  Deakin  had  no  followers  in  South  Aus- 
tralia until  recently. 

Senator  Givens. — He  has  very  few  there 
now. 

Senator  W.  RUSSELL.— Senator  Var- 
don  was  returned  as  a  strong  opponent  of 
Mr.  Deakin,  and  so  was  Senator  Symon. 
Thank  God  the  latter  is  still  an  opponent  of 
his. 

Senator  Vardon. — Was  the  hcmorable 
senator  returned  as  a  supporter  of  Mr. 
Deakin  ? 

Senator  W.  RUSSELL.— No.  As  far  as 
.Mr.  Deakin  is  ctxicemed,  I  never  had  any 
faith  in  him. 

Senator  Millen. — That  is  why  the  hon- 
orable senator  voted  for  his  Government  for 
SI  manv  months. 

Senator  W.  RUSSELL.— We  were  not 
scrambling  for  office.  It  was  our  policy 
that  we  wanted  to  have  realized.  When 
there  were  only  three  and  a  half  supporters 


of  the  Deakin  Govemment  in  the  Senate — 
for  Senator  Cameron,  who  was  the  half 
supporter,  was  not  with  them  on  any 
other  question  than  defence — and  when  we 
used  to  approach  Senator  Best  and  make 
a  reasmiable  request  to  him  as  to  what  we 
wanted,  he  used  to  say  inunediately, 
"What  are  the  numbers?"  It  was  within 
the  power  of  the  Labour  party  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  to  turn  out  the  Deakin  Go- 
voTiment,  who  always  had  the  Conservative 
element  at  their  throat. 

Senator  Millen. — The  honorable  senator 
has  only  told  half  the  story. 
Senator  Givens. — Not  even  half. 

Senator  W.  RUSSELL.— I  have  not 
told  nearly  the  half  of  it.  If  I  had  desired 
to  occupy  time,  I  might  have  produced  let- 
ters and  quoted  from  Hansard.  What  did 
Mr.  Deakin  say,  speaking  of  those  who  are 
hij,  present  supporters,  on  the  20th  October 
last?  He  said  that  Mr.  Reid  had  behind 
him  the  wreckage  of  the  anti- Socialist 
party,  the  Free  Trade  party,  the  Black 
Labour  party,  and  the  Reactibnarv  partv. 
At  that  time  Mr,  Deakin  proclaimed  that 
he  would  not  touch  the  Conservatives;  but 
to-day  he  is  sitting  with  the  wreckage.  The 
wreckage  came  and  beseeched  him  to  take 
them  up.  Sir  John  Forrest  said,  "  I  will 
not  be  led  by  Mr,  Cook ;  we  must  have  Mr. 
Deakin,  or  I  myself  will  lead."  We  hear 
much  about  the  caucus.  But  there  were 
plentv  of  caucus  meetings  while  the  pre- 
sent Govermrent  were  in  process  of  forma- 
tion. Some  of  the  caucuses  were  held  at 
the  Grand  Hotel.  I  was  pleased  to  see 
Senator  Milieu's  name  figuring  prOTiinentlv 

that  time,  because,  if  there  was  anything 
to  be  distributed,  he  had  as  much  right  to 
a  share  as  any  one,  on  account  of  his 
ability.  On  one  occasion  I  read  how,  at 
fifteen  minutes  past  12  o'clock.  Senator 
Millen,  Senator  Best,  and  others  adjourned 
*c  the  Grand  Hotel  to  come  to  a  final  de- 
cision  as  to  what  was  to  be  the  policy  of 
the  Government. 

Senator  St.  Ledger. — It  was  a  grand 
adjournment. 

Senator  W.  RUSSELL.— Was  it  not? 
It  was  something  to  be  handed  down  to 
historv.  Although  I  am  becoming  accus- 
tomed to  the  sight  of  the  ranks  opposite, 
vet  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  it  is  a  sight 
for  the  gods  to  witness  Senator  Best  in 
alliance  with  his  old  enemies.    He  was  put 
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Saiator  Needham. — ^And  turned  out  by 

Labour. 

Senator  W.  RUSSELL.— Yes,  and  he 
never  forgave  us.  As  I  have  said,  the 
Deakin  Government  had  only  three  direct 
supporters  in  the  Senate.  They  were  Sena- 
tor Best,  Senator  Keating,  and  Senator 
Trenwith.  Now  "  Fair  play  is  bonnie 
play,"  and  if  justice  had  been  done  Sena- 
tor Keating  should  have  occupied  Senator 
Best's  position  in  the  present  Government. 
He  was  Senator  Best's  senior.  Surely  the 
matter  of  religion  should  not  have  in- 
,fluence  in  these  matters.  Probably  the 
'reason  why  Senator  Keating  was  passed 
over  was  that  he  has  not  so  much  of  the 
scheming  instinct  about  him  as  Senator 
Best  has.  He  is  not  so  impatient.  He  is 
willing  to  wait  until  his  time  comes,  when, 
probably,  he  will  be  able  to  run  for  the 
Presidentship,  or  something  of  that  kind. 
But  Senator  Best,  being  of  a  more  impetu- 
cua  turn  of  mind,  could  not  wait.  He 
said,  like  Mr.  Cook,  "  The  Labour  party 
have  no  right  to  be  in  office;  let  us  get 
them  out  of  it." 

Senator  Findley. — He  is  "  a  young  man 
ill  a  hurry." 

Senator  W.  RUSSELL.— And  he  ought 
to  study  others.  .  Senator  Keating  was  a 
Minister  before  him,  and  sustained  the 
position  with  credit  to  himself  when  he  led 
the  Soiate.  He  was  a  grand  and  able 
man.  But  Senator  Best  jumped  his  claim 
ly  performing  an  acrobatic  feat.  Some 
reference  has  been  made  to  the  occasion 
when  I  took  a  seat  on  the  side  of  the 
Chamber  opposite  to  the  supporters  of  the 
DeUkin  Government.  The  reason  why  I 
took  that  seat  was  as  a  protest  against  the 
way  in  which  the  Deakin  Government  dealt 
with  the  new  Protection  question.  The 
most  effective  way  of  showing  my  feelmg 
was  by  changing  my  seat.  I  was  never  a 
supporter  of  Mr.  Deakin  personally.  I 
told  the  people  of  South  Australia  that  I 
had  no  faith  in  the  man.  Although  a  I'ro- 
tectionist  on  new  Protecticm  lines,  at  the 
same  time  I  preferred  Mr.  G.  H.  Reid  to 
Mr.  Deakin.  The  one  is  a  practical  com- 
mon sense  man,  and  the  other  is  one  who 
lives  in  the  clouds,  and  with  whom  I  could 
not  have  anything  to  do.  Out  of  the 
thirteen  representatives  of  South  Australia 
in  this  Parliament,  not  one  was  returned 
as  a  Deakin  supporter.  I  wish  that  Sena- 
tor Trenwith  or  some  other  supporter  of 
the  present  Government  would  oome  over 
to   South   Australia,    and  explain  their 


policy.  Senator  TrenwiA  was  over  there 
some  time  ago,  and  made  some  very  able 
speeches  on  the  Protectionist  question.  If 
he  came  now,  he  would  be  gagged. 

Senator  Trenwith.  —  The  honorable 
senator  may  be  quite  sure  that  wherever  I 
go,  I  shall  say  what  I  want  to  say. 

Senator  W.  RUSSELL.— I  am  a  poor 
nan,  and  am  already  engaged  for  a  debate 
with  Senator  Dobson;  but  if  Soiator  Tren- 
with will  come  over,  I  .  will  pay  the  cost  of 
a  hall. 

SenatOT  Sir  Robest  Best. — The  honor- 
able senator  says  he  would  be  gagged. 

Senator  W.  RUSSELL.— If  a  man  is 
elected  to  represent  the  people,  it  is  his 
own  fault  if  he  is  gagged.  I  should  like 
ro  hear  even  Senator  Best  in  South  Aus- 
tralia in  defence  of  the  Government.  But 
1  know  that  the  Minister  of  Trade  and 
Customs  will  not  come.    I  wish  he  would. 

Senator  NEEDHA>I  (Western  Aus- 
tralia^ [4.9]  — 'Since  the  initi.ition  of 
this  debate,  it  has  been  said  in  mnnv 
quarters  _  that  the  Labour  party  has 
been  guilty  of  serious  obstruction.  If 
I  understand  that  word  rightly,  obstruc- 
tiop  can  only  come  from  one  side  of  a 
legislative  chamber.  Having  watched  the 
debates  very  carefully  in  both  branches  of 
the  Legislature,  I  can  say  that  a  fair  share 
of  time  has  been  occupied  by  members  of 
both  parties.  Conselquently,  the  charge  of 
t^struction  cannot  be  laid  at  the  door 
of  the  Opposition  in  either  House. 
I  want  to  ask  Senator  Pulsford  a  ques- 
tion before  he  leaves  the  chamber,  as  he 
appears  to  be  about  to  do.  Towards  the 
close  of  his  address  I  attempted  to  en- 
gage his  attention,  and  receive  .in  answer 
to  a  question,  but'  he  was  so  much  en- 
grossed with  his  thoughts  and  his  elo- 
quence, which  was,  I  admit,  very  interest- 
ing, that  he  did  nbt  hear  it,  though 
repeated.  He  was  then  attempting  to 
ridicule  the  members  of  the  Labour  partv  h\- 
doubting  whether  they  were  sincere  in  their 
moti\-es,  their  utterances,  and  their  actions. 
He  asked  this  question,  "  Where  was  Sena- 
tor Xeedham  in  1856,  when  the  question 
of  eight  hours  a  day  was  initiated?"  He 
spoke  of  the  monument  near  bv,  which  was 
erected  to  commemorate  the  initiation  of 
the  eight  hours  movement  in  Victoria.  I 
ask  the  honorable  senator  where  he  was 
when  Mr.  Richard  Cobden,  the  champion 
of  the  Free  Trade  movement  at  Home,  was 
one  of  the  most  eloquent  advocates  and 
exponents  in  the  reform  /fiDyetnenf,in  the 
thirties.     Is  theDi^iWabft^-lbSbV  anr 
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less  a  Free  Trader  to-day  because  he  was 
not  alive  at  that  period?  Perhaps  he  was 
alive  then. 

Senatw  Pulsfokd. — Is  that  the  ques- 
ti<xi? 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— Is  the  honorable 
senator  any  less  a  Free  Trader  because  he 
was  not  about  {ben?  Is  he  less  sincere 
in  his  advocacy  of  his  Free  Trade  views? 
Why  should  he  direct  such  a  question  to 
me,  and  impute  base  motives  to  Labour 
men,  advocating  sincerely,  as  they  do,  the 
platform  and  pledges  on  which  they  were 
returned  to  both  Houses  of  the  Xational 
Parliament?  That  is  the  question  I  have 
to  propound  to  my  honorable  friend. 

Senates  Pulsford. — Will  the  honorable 
senator  give  notice  of  it,  please,  as  it  is 
sudi  a  grave  questicm? 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— I  do  not  feel 
inclined  to  give  notice  of  it,  because  the 
noti(%-paper  is  chock  full  of  questions,  and 
Senatw  Best,  who  is  now  beaming  with 
smiles  frcmi  the  place  which  he  always 
likes  to  occupy — the  Treasury  bench — is 
anxious  that  the  answers  to  those  questions 
should  be  postponed.  We  have  before  us 
a  supposed  policy  stat^ent  of  the  pre- 
sent Government.  I  desire  to  coigratu- 
late  the  Vice-President  of  the  Executive 
Council  upon  the  admirable  manner  in 
which  he  filled  the  role  of  auxiliary  Go- 
vernor-General of  the  Commonwealth.  A 
few  weeks  ago,  in  this  chamber,  His 
Excellency  read  the  Governor-General 's 
speech,  announcing  the  proposals  of  the 
then  Government.  Another  branch  of  the 
Legislature  did  not  even  extend  the  cour- 
tesy of  considering  those  proposals.  When 
we  reassembled  here,  after  an  adjourn- 
ment, Senator  Millen  read  another  Go- 
vernor-General's speech,  in  which  we  find 
that  the  policy  of  the  new  Government  is 
divided  under  three  heads,  "  Industrial," 
"Defence."  and  "Finance."  The  third 
wcMTd  in  the  first  paragraph  of  the  state- 
ment, is  "  ccMnpIex  " — 

Tbe  most  complex  series  of  meaiuiet  to  be 
submitted  includes  those  affecting  tbe  industrial 
iatercsts  of  the  Commonwealth. 

I  admit  that  they  are  complex.  It  con- 
tinues— 

The  pivot  of  several  of  these  will  be  found 
io  a  Bill  for  the  establishment  of  an  Inter- 
State  Commissioa. 

"  Pivot "  is,  I  think,  a  very  happy  word. 
The  pivot  of  the  present  combination  that 
occuines  the  Treasury  benches  is  their 
mutual  hostility  to  the  Labour  party. 
That  is  the  pivot  on  which  th^-  have  re- 


volved, rejected  all  their  pledges,  and  be- 
trayed the  people  who  have  placed  them  in 
Parliament. 

Senator  Fraser. — I  thank  the  honorable 
senator.     My  conscience  is  quite  clear,  at  ' 
any  rate.      I  was  against  the  Labour 
party,  was  I  not? 

Senator  Givens. — The  honorable  sena- 
tw's  ccmscience  is  very  elastic,  we  know. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— The  honorable 
senator's  conscience  is  as  good  as  new, 
because  he  has  never  used  it,  but  I  was 
not  referring  to  him. 

Senator  Fraser. — Then  1  apologize. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— I  do  not  want 
the  apology. 

Senator  Fraser.— Very  well,  it  is  with- 
drawn. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— I  was  referring 
to  the  occupants  of  the  Treasury  benches. 
There  _  is  nothing  on  which  they  agree — 
no  principle  in  politics  on   which  they 

have  ever  or  are  now  or  ever  can  agree  

except  their  mutual  hostility  to  the  Labour 
party,  and  their  desire,  at  all  hazards,  to 
remove  them  from  being  in  possession  of 
the  government  of  this  country.  This 
statement  goes  on  to  announce  that  the 
new  Government  will  establish  an  Inter- 
State  Commission.  I  am  inclined  to 
think  that  this  is  another  sop.  The  Go- 
vernment have  already  created  one  record 
in  the  number  of  their  Ministers.  No 
previous  Government  included  ten  Min- 
isters. Why  should  there  have  been  ten 
in  this  case,  seven  Ministers  of  State  and 
three  Honorary  Ministers.  By  the  way, 
the  Prime  Minister  is  supposed  to  be  an 
Honorary  Minister. 

Senator  St.  Ledger.— Oh,  no! 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— At  this  stege  of 
Federal  history,  I  should  like  to  have  a 
definition  of  what  an  honorary  Minister 
really  is?  Does  he  re<xive  any  remunera- 
tion for  his  services  to  the  Commonwealth  ? 
I  venture  to  think  that  every  one  of 
these  gentlemen  is  recwving  to-day  re- 
muneration for  his  services  to  the  coiintry. 
This  fusion  Government  contains  se\en 
lawyers.  I  have  no  antipathy  to  the 
members  of  the  legal  profession,  or  to 
the  legal  members  of  this  Government. 
Personally,  I  have  every  respect  for  these 
gentlemen,  but  I  intend  to  watch  very 
carefully  any  proposals  emanating  from  a 
Government  in  which  members  of  the 
devil's  brigade  constitute  a  majority,  be- 
cause it  always  has  been  said  that  -we  can- 
not npect  \ery  much  progi%ffiive^ 
tion  from  such  'ii3i(S9ehbSf»sK'gfMhought 
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that  the  establishment  of  the  Inter- 
state CcMnmission  there  might  be  a  possi- 
bility of  placating  two  or  three  more  Go- 
vernment supporters. 

Senator  Givens. — It  is  very  handy  to 
have  a  bribe  of  that  sort  to  use. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— Yes,  I  think  it 
is  very  ccmvenient.  I  know  that  there 
are  two  or  three  fusionists  who  are  keenly 
disappointed  because  they  were  not  in- 
cluded in  the  present  Cabinet,  They 
ha\-e  been  silenced  by  the  knowledge  that, 
according  to  the  Ministerial  statement,  an 
Inter-State  Conunissicm  is  about  to  be  ap- 
pointed. Possibly,  these  two  or  threemal- 
contents  may  be  commissioned. 

Senator  Fraser, — I  would  not  accept 
an  appointment,  at  any  rate. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— There  is  an  old 
saying  that  present  company  is  always 
excepted,  and,  of  course,  I  always  except 
my  veteran  friend.  But  apart  from  this 
proposal  being  as,  I  think,  a  mere  sop  to 
keep  together  this  awful  combinaticn,  there 
is  s(Hnething  more  behind  it. 

Senator  Vardon. — Does  the  honorable 
senator  think  that  the  Inter-State  Com- 
mission is  to  be  formed  of  politicians? 

Senator  Gitens. — I  think  that  they  are 
to  have  a  good  cut. 

Senator  Vardon. — God  help  us  if  they 
are. 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — That  would 
be  a  first-class  means  of  depleting  our 
maiority. 

Senator  Eraser. — I  will  bet  the  honor- 
able senator  a  suit  of  clothes  that  there 
will  not  be  one  politician  on  the  Com- 
mission. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— This  is  not  a 
gambling  chamber,  sir,  nor  am  I  a  betting 
man.  The  creation  of  the  Inter-State 
Commission  vitally  affects  the  question  of 
new  Protection.  Here  we  have  our 
tiblif^ing  friend,  Mr.  Deakin,  again  turning 
a  .somersault. 

Senator  Givens. — That  is  nothing. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— Of  course,  his 
somersaults  are  so  frequent  that  one  need 
not  be  surprised  at  him.  Last  year,  when 
the  High  Court  decided  that  our  new 
Protection  legislation  was  ultra  vires,  Mr. 
Deakin  made  repeated  statements  that  his 
Government  would  lose  no  opportunity, 
through  the  means  of  a  referendum,  in 
appealing  to  the  electors  to  confer  upon 
tliis  Parliament  sufficient  power  to  deal 
with  this  phase  of  industrial  legislation. 

Senator  Givens. — He  meant  that  he  was 
not  going  to  find  an  opportunity. 


Senator  Henderson. — ^He  was  lot^dog 
for  Labour  support  when  he  made  that 

statement. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— When  that  state- 
ment was  made  he,  with  his  handful  of 
followers  in  another  branch  of  the. Legis- 
lature, and  with  three  and  a-half  sup- 
porters here,  as  Senator  ■  W.  Russell  has 
just  stated,  knew  that  they  were  being 
kept  alive  by  Labour  suppcnrt.  What  do 
we  find  these  hcmorable  gentlemen  d<»ng 
now?  They  are  nmnin^  away  from  their 
position.  Mr.  Deakin  is  afraid  to  invite 
Parliament  to  pass  a  Bill  for  a  referendum 
of  the  people  on  the  question  of  so  amend- 
ing the  Constitution  as  to  give  this  Parlia- 
ment the  power  to  deal  with  this  phase  of 
the  questicm.  What  Senator  Millen  sajs 
in  his  statement,  which  is  somewhat 
Deakinesque  in  its  composition,  is — 

The  pivot  of  several  of  these  will  be  found 
in  a  Bill  for  the  establish ment  of  an  Inter- 
State  Commission  which,  ia  addition  to  exer< 
cising  the  powers  conferred  upon  it  by  the  Con- 
stitution, will  also  be  authorized  to  undertake 
many  of  the  valuable  functions  discharged  in 
the  United  Kingdom  by  the  Board  of  Trade. 

The  point  I  wish  to  make  is  this :  The 
High  Court  has  already  said  that  the  new 
Protection  legislation  of  this  Parliament  is 
beywid  the  powers  conferred  on  it  by  the 
Constituticxi. 

Senator  St.  Ledger. — Not  quite  that; 
exercising  the  power  under  an  Excise  Act, 
perhaps. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— The  High  Court 
has  said  that  the  legislation  passed  bv  the 
Federal  Parliament  to  give  effect  to  the 
new  Protection  idea  is  ultra  znres. 
Can  Senator  Best,  on  behalf  of  his 
leader,  Mr.  Deakin,  inform  the  Senate 
how  the  appointment  of  an  Inter-State 
CcMnmission  or  Board  of  Trade  will  get 
over  the  decision  of  the  High  Court,  and 
give  this  Parliament  power  to  deal  with 
industrial  legislation  in  the  way  desired? 

Senator  Givens. — If  it  is  unconstitu- 
tional for  this  Parliament  to  deal  with  it, 
how  can  this  Parliament  give  an  Inter- 
State  Commission  power  to  deal  with  it? 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— That  u  just  the 
problem  I  submit.  It  is  possible  that  Sena- 
tor Best,  as  a  member  of  the  legal  profes- 
sion, will  be  able  to  evade  the  question. 
Ihis  is  a  very  important  matter.  If  there 
is  any  question  agitating  the  minds  of  the 
people  of  Australia  to  day,  it  is  the  ques- 
tion whether  the  Fedenl  Parliament 
should  have  full  control  m-er  (he  iadusLries 
affected  by  the  "EtyiiiSidbyLiOOgle 
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Senator  Vardon. — Agitating  the  minds 
of  some  of  the  people  of  Australia. 

Senator  NE EI) HAM.— With  all  due  re- 
spect to  Senator  Vardcm,  I  may  say  that 
^nce  this  question  was  tM'OUght  forward,  I 
have  travelled  over  a  great  deal  of  the 
Cwnmonwealth,  and  speaking,  not  only  as 
a  party  man,  but  from  my  experierKe  of 
employers  as  well  as  employes  in  various 
parts  of  Australia,  I  repeat,  that  to-day  the 
Australian    public    generally    desire  an 
amoidment  of  the  Constitution  giving  the 
Federal  Parliament  power  to  deal  with 
those  industries  which  are  affected  by  the 
Tariff.    I  say  that,  although  the  appoint- 
ment of  an  Inter-State  Commission  may, 
for  many  reascxis,  be  advisable,  it  will  not 
go  to  the  root  of  this  question.   I  would,  on 
many  grounds,  support  the  appointment  of 
an  Inter-State  Commission  ;  but  it  will  not 
remedy  the  existing  positiMi,  so  far  as  our 
power  to  give  effect   to   new  Protection 
is  concerned.     We  must  go  further,  and 
have  an  amendment  of  the  Constitution. 
I  say,  also,  that  the  Prime  ^timster  and 
Senator    Best    are    going    behind  their 
promises  to  the  people  of  Australia,  and 
are  attempting  to  evade  the  position  by 
such  a  subterfuge  as  the  appointment  of 
an   Inter-State  Commission.      The  next 
matter  dealt  with  in  the  Ministerial  state- 
ment is  the  appointment  of  a  High  Com- 
missioner.    I  realize  the  necessity  for  such 
an  appointment,  which  I  think  has  been  too 
ItMig  delayed.     It  is  essential   that  the 
people  of  the  Commonwealth  should  be  re- 
presented at  what  is  now  known  as  the 
**  Heart  of  the  Empire."    New  Zealand. 
Canada,  and  South  Africa,  are  represented 
there;  and  no  delay  should  take  place  in 
the  appointment  of  a  High  Commissioner 
for  Australia.    All  T  wish  to  say  in  con- 
nexion with  this  matter  is  that,  befca*  the 
appointment  is  made,  the  name  of  the 
gentleman  favored  by  the  Federal  Govem- 
m«rt  should  be  sutmiitted  to  this  Parlia- 
ment.   I  do  not  desire  that  the  name  should 
be  included  in  the  Bill,  because  I  know 
that  that  could  not  be  done;  but  I  do  say 
that,  before  the  appointment  is  made,  the 
Federal  Parliament  should  have  a  voice 
in  the  selection  of  the  man  to  occupy  the 
p(^tion.     There  is  another  matter  men- 
tioned in  the  Ministerial  statement  which, 
at  present,  through  the  medium  of  the  Press 
Conference  in  London,  is  engaging  the  at- 
tention of  the  world.     I  refer  to  the  pto- 
ix>sed  cheapening  of  the  cable  service.  I 
do  not  know  what  the  intentions  of  the 
Government  are  in  this  connexicm ;  but  I 


ask  them  to  consider  seriously  the  necessity 
of  trying  to  kill  the  present  cable  mcHWpoly. 
Whilst  the  agitaticm  by  the  Press  COTfer- 
ence  is  laudable  in  one  way,  I  do  not  think 
that  it  will  best  ser^■e  the'  interests  of  the 
people  of  Australia  if  the  rates  for  press 
cables  only  are  reduced.  In  common  with 
all  who  have  the  welfare  of  the  people  of 
Australia  at  heart,  I  should  like  to  see  the 
cable  rates  so  cheapened  as  to  bring  our 
people  into  easy  communication  with  the 
people  of  other  portions  of  the  Empire. 
Senator  Best  and  Senator  Fraser  are,  we 
know,  great  advocates  of  Imperial  unity. 

Senator  Fraser. — The  honorable  senator, 
I  know,  is  not. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— I  am  giving 
Senator  Fraser  credit  for  his  opinions. 

Senator  Fraser. — And  I  am  giving  the 
honorable  senator  credit  for  his. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— I  thank  the  hon- 
orable senator  for  that.  What  I  wish  to 
point  out  is  that,  if  we  are  going  to  have 
a  real  Imperial  unity,  if  the  bonds  of  Em- 
pire and  the  silken  threads  of  unity  are  to 
be  strengthened,  it  can  cwily  be  by  the 
establishment  of  cheap  interaimmuuicatim 
between  the  various  portions  of  the  Em- 
pire. Why  should  only  the  press  of  Aus- 
tralia be  given  the  advantage  of  low  rates  ? 
Why  should  not  every  person  in  Australia, 
if  the  necessity  demanded,  be  able  to  com- 
municate with  his  or  her  people  in  everv 
portion  of  the  British  Empire  at  equallV 
low  rates. 

Senator  Fraser. — At  the  present  moment, 
the  Pacific  Cable  authtwities  are  proposing 
to  reduce  their  rates. 

Senator  Givens.— To  the  press. 

Senator  Eraser.— And  the  other  will 
follow. 

Senator  Givens. — We  have  no  guarantee 
of  that. 

Sejiator  XEEDHAAf.  —  If  Senator 
Fraser  will  listen,  he  will  learn  that  what 
I  am  complaining  of  is  that  it  is  not  right 
to  reduce  cable  rates  for  tlie  pre&s  onlv. 
Tlie  press  are,  of  course,  welcome  to  any 
reduction  of  rates  that  they  can  secure. 
I  would  be  prepared  to  support  a  reduction 
in  press  rates. 

Senator  Givens. — But  if  the  press  secure 
a  reduction  of  rates,  they  will  not  use  the 
Pacific  Cable ;  thev  will  use  the  reduction 
of  rates  by  the  Pacific  Cable  onlv  as  a  lever 
to  force  the  Eastern  Extension  Company  to 
reduce  their  rates,  and  the  people  generally 
will  have  to  pav  the  piper. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— I  want  to  say 
that  those  who  advocate  Imperial 
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should  advocate  the  cheapening  of  crible 
rates  to  every  citizen  of  Australia,  whether 
engaged  in  pr^  work  or  in  any  other  kind 
of  work.  If  Senates  Best  joins  in  the  de- 
bate, I  should  like  liim  to  explain  just 
what  is  meant  by  the  reference  to  the 
cheapening  of  cable  communication  in  the 
statement  submitted  by  Senator  Millen.  So 
far  as  the  taking  over  of  the  Northern  Ter- 
ritory is  concerned,  I  have  already  said 
that  I  shall  be  in  favour  of  the  Common- 
wealth taking  over  from  South  Australia 
the  administration  of  the  Northern  Terri- 
tory on  certain  conditiwis.  I  believe  the 
present  Go^'e^nment  intend  to  sulxnit  to 
Parliament  the  draft  agreement  between  the 
CommcmweaRh  Government  and  the  Go- 
\-ernment  of  South  Australia.  If  it  comes 
before  us  in  its  present  form,  there  are  cer- 
tain clauses  in  that  agreement  to  which  I 
shall  object,  but  I  strongly  favour  the  pro- 
posal to  take  over  the  Territory. 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — What  does 
the  honorable  senator  value  most — the 
elimination  of  the  clauses  to  which  he  re- 
fers, or  the  taking  over  of  the  Territory  ? 

Senator  NEEDHAM. — I  value  most  the 
taking  over  of  the  Territory.  I  think  that 
the  elimination  of  the  clauses  to  which  I 
have  referred  would  in  no  way  endanger 
the  transfer  of  the  Territwy  to  the  Com- 
monwealth. In  my  opinion,  the  neces- 
sities of  Australian  defence  alcme  will  in- 
evitably compel  the  taking  o^-er  of  the  Ter- 
ritory, even  without  certain  conditions  con- 
tained in  the  agreement. 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — Suppose 
we  cannot  have  the  clauses  referred  to 
eliminated  from  the  agreement  ? 

Senator  Vardon. — And  honorable  sena- 
tors will  not  get  them  eliminated,  either. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— I  do  not  think 
that  that  position  will  arise.   I  do  not  think 

that  the  Federal  Parliament  is  quite  pre- 
pared to  accept  the  dictum  of  Soutli  Aus- 
tralia, as  set  out  in  the  agreement  referred 
to.  The  next  item  mentioned  in  the  state- 
ment is  old-age  pensions.  I  am  glad  to 
be  able  to  say  that,  for  once,  I  can  con- 
gratulate the  Government  on  something. 
They  express  a  very  laudable  intention  to 
lower  the  residential  and  age  conditions 
governing  the  payment  of  old-age  pensions. 
But  I  do  protest  that  it  was  scarcely  fair 
for  the  head  of  the  present  Government  to 
say,  as  he  has  said,  that  the  payment  of 
old-age  pensions  was  in  danger.  Apart 
^yjc^ether  from  parly  political  warfare, 
was  no  reason  why  such  a  statement 
1  be  made.    I  have  said  that  there 


was  no  reascoi,  but  I  forgot.  There  was 
one  reason,  and  that  was  that  every  mem- 
ber of  the  i»esent  Government  felt  that  at 
all  hazards  he  must  discredit  his  imme- 
diate predecesscMT  in  ofiice  

Senator  de  Largie. — Who  forced  the 
old-age  pensions  upon  them? 

Senator  NEEDHAM. — Forgetting  alto- 
gether the  fact  which  they  could  not  deny, 
that  had  it  not  been  for  the  presence  in  this 
Parliament  of  Labour  members,  the  aged 
poor  of  Australia  would  not  be  receinng 
old-age  pensi(His  from  the  15th  of  next 
month. 

Senator  Mulcahy. — What  ntmsense. 

Senator  Walker. — New  South  '  Wales 
has  been  paying  old-age  pen»ons  f<»r  vears. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.  —  In  reply  to 
Senator  Walker,  let  me  say  that  New  South 
Wales  is  not  the  only  State  in  the  Com- 
monwealth.  There  are  six  States  in  the 
Ccmmon wealth,  and  I  speak,  not  only  as  a 
representative  of  one  State,  but  also  as  a 
representative  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Senator  Turley. — The  Labour  party  are 
responsible  for  forcing  the  question  on  the 
Government  of  New  South  Wales,  alsa 

Senator  Findlev. — In  Victoria,  the  Old- 
age  Pensions  Act  was  placed  on  the 
statute-book  at  the  instigation  of  the 
Labour  party  in  this  State. 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — ^What,  in 
Victoria  ? 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— I  do  not  wish  to 
be  driven  by  these  interjections  away  from 
the  trend  of  my  arguments.  I  say  em- 
phatically that  had  it  not  been  for  the 
presence  of  the  Labour  party  in  this  Par- 
liament the  aged  poor  of  Australia  would 
not .  receive  pensions — small  though  the 
amount  may  be— on  the  15th  Julv  next. 

Senator  Eraser. — That  is  rubbish. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— With  his  ustial 
youthful  impetuosity  Senatcv  Fraser 
claims  "  rubbish." 

Senator  Eraser. — That  is  too  polite  a 
word  to  describe  the  honorable  senator's 
statement. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— When  the  hon- 
orable senator,  who  is  a  very  good  judge  of 
rubbish,  next  addresses  the  Senate,  I  hope 
that  he  will  embrare  the  opportunity  to 
justify  the  assertion  which  he  has  made. 
Senator  Walker  has  stated  that  old-age 
pensions  are  being  paid  in  New  South 
Wales.  I  know  that  they  have  been  paid 
there  for  some  years,  and  the  same  remark 
is  applicable  to  '^^ctoria.  But  I  itould 
remind  him  that  under  the  Old-age  Pen- 
sions Act  passed  by  this  ParUanttot,  the 
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number  of  persons  who  will  obtain  relief 
in  New  South  Wales  and  Victoria — par- 
ticularly in  Victoria — will  be  very  greatly 
increased.  Although  New  South  ■  Wales 
and  Victoria  are  two  great  States  of  the 
Commonwealth,  the  honorable  senator  must 
recollect  that  there  are  four  other  States 
in  the  Federal  Union.  Surely  they  must  be 
considered  ? 

Senator  Mulcahy. — The  Queensland 
Parliammt  enacted  an  old-age  pennons 
scheme  about  the  time  that  this  Parliament 
dealt  with  the  matter. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— What  is  the  use 
of  a  State  Legislature  passing  an  Act  deal- 
ing with  the  matter,  if  it  does  not  pay 
the  pensicwis?  The  aged  poor  cannot  live 
upon  a  statute.  They  want  the  wherewithal 
with  which  to  purchase  food,  clothing  and 
shelter. 

Senator  Stewart. — We  will  send  them 
copies  of  Hansard. 

Senator  NEEDHAM. — If  any  man  is 
deserving  of  credit  for  the  fact  that  old- 
age  pensions  will  be  paid  on  the  15th  July 
next,  it  is  the  L^der  of  the  Opposition  in 
another  place.  When  the  Surplus  Revenue 
Bill  was  about  to  be  submitted  to  Parlia- 
ment by  the  last  Deakin  Administration, 
Mr.  Fisher  suggested  that  a  portion  of  the 
surplus  balances  which  had  previously  been 
returned  to  the  States  should  be  devoted 
to  a  trust  account  for  the  payment  of  old- 
age  pensims.  The  Surplus  Revenue  Bill 
was  considered  in  due  course,  and  what 
did  we  find?  We  found  htxiorable  senators 
in  this  cdiamber,  as  well  as  honorable  mem- 
bers in  anc^her  place,  opposing  it,  not- 
withstanding that  it  provided  the  money 
with  which  to  pay  old-age  pensions,  and 
to  initiate  an  effective  scheme  of  defence. 
They  opposed  its  passage,  notwithstanding 
that  they  knew  that,  if  the  measure  were 
rejected,'  old-age '  pensions  could  not  be 
paid.  As  a  matter  of  fact  they  admitted 
that  upon  the  floor  of  the  Senate.  But 
when  they  were  on  the  public  platform 
seeking  the  suifrages  of  the  people,  these 
honorable  senates  declared  themselves  in 
favour  of  a  Conmioowealth  scheme  of  old- 
age  pensions.  As  Leader  of  the  Senate 
at  the  time.  Senator  Best  was  charged 
with  the  duty  of  piloting  the  Surplus  Re- 
venue Bill  throlJgh  this  Chamber,  and  he 
had  to  contend  with  no  stronger  opponent 
of  it  than  the  honorable  gentleman  who 
now  sits  like  a  cooing  dove  beside  him — 
Senator  Millen — who  was  also  supported 
by  Senator  Mulcahy.  Since  then  these 
gentlemen  have  united,  and  they  now  tell 


us  that  the  payment  of  old-age  pensions 
was  once  in  jeopardy.  No  greater  lie  was 
ever  manufactured  than ,  the  statement 
which  was  made  yesterday  

The  PRESIDENT.  —  The  honorable 
senator  is-  not  in  order  in  alludinp  to  any 
statement  made  yesterday  as  a  "  lie." 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— I  do  not  wish  to 
run  counter  to  your  ruling,  sir,  but  vou 
intervened  rather  quickly.  I  did  not  say 
where  the  statemetit  was  made. 

The  PRESIDENT.— I  certainly  under- 
stood the  honorable  senator  to  say  that  the 
statement  was  made  here,  and  that  it  was 
a  "  lie." 

Senator  Givens. — It  could  not  have  been 
made  here,  because  the  Senate  was  not 
sitting. 

The  PRESIDENT.— I  am  perfectly 
aware  of  that,  but  I  took  it  that  the  hon- 
orable senator  alluded  to  our  last  day  of 
sitting.  Of  course,  if  he  assures  me  that 
his  statement  had  no  reference  to  anything 
which  has  taken  place  in  this  Parliament, 
I  shall  accept  his  assurance. 

Senator  NEEDHAM. — I  say  that  no 
greater  lie  was  ever  manufactured  than  the 
statement  which  was  made  yesterday  bv  the 
Prime  Minister,  that  at  some  period  of  this 
year  the  payment  of  old-age  pensions  was  in 
jeopardy. 

The  PRESIDENT.— The  honorable 
member  is  out  of  order  in  describing  the 
statemoit  of  the  Prime  Minister  as  a  *'  lie."' 
He  may  say  that  the  Prime  Minister  made 
an  incOTrect.  statement,  but  he  must  with- 
draw the  expression  which  he  has  used. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— I  withdraw  the 
word  "  lie,"  and  I  say  that  the  statement 
of  the  Prime  Minister  was  a  prevarication. 

The  PRESIDENT.— That  statement  is 
not  in  order,  and  the  honorable  senator 
must  withdraw  it- 
Senator  NEEDHAM.— Then  I  withdraw 
it,  and  say  that  the  Prime  Minister's  as- 
sertion was  incorrect.  Such  a  statement 
could  have  been  made  only  with  an  ul- 
terior motive — a  desire  to  damage  the  re- 
putation of  the  late  Government.  It  is  a 
reflection  upon  their  integrity.  We  are  also 
informed  in  the  Ministerial  statement  of 
policy  that  "  legislation  will  be  introduced 
for  the  repression  of  trusts." 

Senator  Stewart.  — What  about  a 
politicnl  combine? 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— The  statement  to 
which  I  have  directed  attention  i-s  a  most 
remarkable  one.  Is  it  possible  for  such 
legislation  to  be  introduGcd,  seeing  that  the 
present  Goveiligiizatbst^QQ^t^d  in  the 
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sanctum  of  the  Employers'  Federation,  that 

it  was  born  in  the  Grand  Hotel,  and  that  it 
can  be  kept  alive  only  by  the  political 
nourishment  which  is  served  up  in  the 
columns  of  the  Melbourne  daily  news- 
papers? Yet  a  Government  which  has  come 
into  existence  under  such  conditions  has  the 
temerity  to  calmly  inform  us  that  it  intends 
to  introduce  legislation  for  the  repression  of 
trusts.  In  doing  so,  I  think  that  it  has 
plumbed  the  depths  of  ridicule.  If  such  an 
announcement  does  not  amount  to  burlesque, 
I  do  not  know  what  burlesque  means.  It 
is  nothing  more  or  less  than  an  insult  to 
the  intelligent^  of  honorable  senators. 

Senat«  Stewart. — new  versiai  of 
T/ie  Hypocrites. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— In  dealing  with 
trusts,  we  must  recollect  that  there  is  a  cer- 
tain gentleman  named  Walpole.  I  believe 
that  he  is  a  member  of  the  Employers' 
Federation. 

Senator  de  Largie. — He  is  the  secretary 
of  that  federation. 

Senator  NEEDHAM. — A  day  or  two 
ago  the  Melbourne  Age — and  I  use  the  name 
of  that  journal  with  a  certain  amount  of 
treindation — tmder  scare  headlines,  an- 
nounced that  it  had  discovered  a  secret  plot 
to  oust  the  present  Government.  In  sup- 
port of  its  statement,  it  published  a  copy  of 
a  circular  written  by  Mr.  Walpole,  and  for- 
warded to  certain  members  of  his  organiza- 
,tion,  in  which  it  was  suggested  that  a  meet- 
ing should  be  called  for  the  purpose  of 
formulating  a  policy  for  the  ensuing  elec- 
tions. In  effect,  the  Age  said  :  "  How  dare 
Mr.  Walpole  do  anything  of  the  kind? 
Have  we  not  already  framed  a  policy  for 
the  Gox-ernment?  We  do  not  want  any 
Walpoles  on  the  job.  What  we  want  are 
wall-flowers."  Anybody  who  has  watched 
the  progress  of  events  at  the  Seat  of  Go- 
^■e^nment  during  the  past  few  weeks  must 
have  observed  that  there  are  any  number 
of  wall-flowers  on  the  Government  benches 
in  the  Senate,  and  in  another  place. 

Senator  Lt. -Colonel  Cameron. — Do  not 
thev  adorn  those  benches? 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— Thev  may  do  so 
in  their  own  estimation.  Upon  the  question 
of  defence,  the  Ministerial  statement  says — 

Another  group  of  proposals  will  be  submitted 
in  connexion  with  the  various  issues  associated 
with  national  defence. 

Since  the  present  Government  tcx)k  office, 
thi-y  have  been  guilty  of  at  least  two  ad- 
ministrative acts  which  require  explanation. 
Almost  their  first  administrative  act  was 
the  appointment  of  a  delegate  to  the  Im- 
perial Defence  Conference  in  the  person 


of  Colonel  Foxtm.  For  that  gentlonan, 
personally,  I  have  every  respect  But 
the  appointment  of  Colonel  Foxton  as  the 
representative  of  Australia  was  nothing 
more  or  less  than  a  gratuitous  insult  to 
the  peof^e. 

Senator  St.  Ledger. — In  what  way? 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— Because  he  is 
anti-Australian. 

Senator  Walker. — ^Bosh. 

Senator  St.  Ledger. — I  believe  it  is  a 
fact  that  Colonel  F<ncton  represents  the 
constituency  of  Brisbane. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— He  is  anti-Aus- 
tralian in  sentiment,  and  in  every  possiUe 
way. 

Senator  Findlet. — He  is  antediluvian 
as  well. 

^ator  NEEDHAM.— It  seems  to  me 
that  the  two  words  which  most  readily 
occur  to  honorable  senators  opposite  are 
"bosh"  and  "sosh."  Why  do  they  not 
get  up  in  their  places,  and  deliver  co- 
herent speeches,  instead  of  making  such 
interjections?  The  morning  after  it  was 
announced  that  Colonel  Foxton  would  be 
the  representative  of  Australia  at  the  Im- 
perial Conference,  the  Melbourne  Age 
came  out  with  a  leading  article  of  a  very 
strdng  character.  The  Age  was,  in  years 
past  in  this  State,  the  maker  and  unmaker 
of  Ministries.  It  has  been  attempting  to 
play  the  same  part  in  Federal  affairs.  I 
believe  that  on  the  present  occasion  the 
Age  has  been  successful  in  making  the 
Ministry  now  in  office.  BuJ  the  pe<^le 
of  Australia  will  be  the  unmakers  of  this 
Government.  In  the  article  to  which  I 
refer,  the  Age,  in  very  strrnig  language, 
demanded  the  cancellation  of  the  ap- 
pointment of  Colonel  Foxton.  It  gave 
reasons  which  have  been  buttressed 
during  recent  debates  in  both  Chambers 
of  the  Legislature,  showing  that  not  only 
was  CoIcMiel  Foxton  anti -Australian  in  re- 
gard to  his  views  on  the  White  Australia 
question,  but  that  also  in  a  published  in- 
terview, which  was  referred  to  last  week 
hv  Senator  Pearce  in  his  admirable  speech, 
Colonel  Foxton  had  declared  himself  in 
favour  of  an  increased  subsidy  to  the  Im- 
perial Navy.  I  say,  without  the  slightest 
fear  of  contradiction,  that  any  member  of 
the  Australian  Parliament  who  to-day  says 
that  he  would  grant  an  increased  monetary 
subsidy  to  the  Imperial  Navy,  does  not 
truly  represent  the  opinions  of  the  Austra- 
lian public.  The  leading  article  in  the  Age 
reminded  the  public  that  C&lpnel  Jfmcton 
was  an  advocate  of 'stillt!:!^  l^Be^^^  of 
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an  increased  NavaJ  subsidy,  and  was, 
dierefore,  by  no  means  the  man  to  go  to 
England  to  advocate  a  scheme  of  Australian 
defence. 

.  Senator  Turley.— He  has  g<xie  back  on 
every  alleged  principle  he  ever  held. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— I  daie  say 
Senator  Turley  knows  ColCMiel  Fox^'s 
political  history  better  than  I  do,  but  I 
am  satisfied  that  he  is  not  a  fitting  re- 
presentative of  Australia  in  the  matter  of 
defence. 

Senator  Mulcahy. — But  he  has  gone, 
and  that  settles  it. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.  —  The  leading 
article  in  the  Age  demanded  one  of  two 
thii^ :  either  the  cancellation  of  Colonel 
Fox^'s  appointment,  or  that  he  should 
be  accompanied  by  Senator  Pearce.  The 
reasons  were  stated  plainly,  that  Colooel 
Foxton  was  not  s«zed  of  the  Ofonions  of 
the  Australian  people  on  questions  of  de- 
fence, whilst  on  the  other  hand  SenatOT 
Pearoe  was,  and,  while  Minister  of  De- 
feiKe,  had  effectually  carried  out  Austra- 
lian national  ideas.  But  although  Colonel 
Foxttm  has  gone  to  England,  we  find  that 
he  is  not  to  be  intrusted  with  those  powers 
which  usually  attadi  to  a  plenipotentiarj-. 
He  is  to  keep  in  constant  cranmunication 
with  the  Ministerial  caucus.  Col<»iel  Fox- 
ton  dare  not  give  one  vote  at  the  Confer- 
ence without  the  sancti<xi  bv  cable  of  the 
combination  who  occupy  the  Ministerial 
benches. 

Senator  Henderson. — He  is  quite  harm- 
less as  long  as  he  is  well  tied  up. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— But  these  are  the 
people  who  say  that  Labour  members  are 
gagged,  tied  hand  and  foot,  so  that  they 
dare  not  use  their  freedom  of  acticm  in  this 
Parliament.  This  man  who  has  gone  Hwne 
as  the  representative  of  the  Australian  Go- 
vernment dare  not  give  a  vote  unless  he  has 
his  ear  to  the  telephone  in  connexion  with 
the  cable  to  Australia,  so  that  the  Govern- 
ment can  tell  him  how  to  vote. 

Senator  Dobson. — There  is  ik>  similarity 
between  the  two  cases. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— Why  not? 

Senator  Dobson. — The  honorable  sena- 
tor's common  sense  ought  to  tell  him  that 
there  is  not. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— I  say  that  there 
is.  On  the  one  hand,  we  come  here  as  the 
representatives  of  the  people. 

Senator  Dobson. — Bound  down  by  a 
machine 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— We  come  with  a 
policy  that  we  explained  on  the  public  plat- 


form before  being  elected.  We  said  to  the 
people  that,  if  elected,  we  would  endeavour 
to  carry  out  that  policy  in  legislative  form. 
We  go  further,  and  sign  a  promise  to  ad- 
here to  the  platform.  On  the  other  hand. 
Colonel  Foxton  has  gone  H<xne  as  the  re- 
presentative of  the  Govenunent  with  an 
alleged  Australian  defence  policy.  Why 
should  not  Colonel  Foxton  be  free  to  speak 
and  vote  at  the  Conference  as  the  represen- 
tative of  the  Government  without  having 
to  keep  in  constant  touch  with  the* Ministry, 
who  will  tell  him  what  he  is  to  do?  If  he 
is  not  caucus-ridden  and  caucus-bound,  I 
do  not  know  who  is.  It  strikes  me  that  the 
Government  were  forced  to  send  an  irre- 
sponsible person  to  England  on  this  mis- 
sion. The  Minister  of  Defence  dare  not 
go.  He  dare  not  leave  Mr.  Deakin  by  him- 
self. Mr.  Deakin  could  not  go  Home  and 
leare  Mr.  Joseph  Cook  in  charge.  The 
only  alleged  military  gentleman  in  the  com- 
bination was  Colonel  Foxton.  Hence  Aus- 
tralia is  sacrificed.  What  was  the  matter 
with  Senator  Cameron!*  Whv  did  not  the 
Government  send  him  ?  He  is  a  prowd 
soldier,  who  knows  more  about  defence 
than  any  member  of  the  present  Govern- 
ment. 

Senat<»'  Millen.  —  Would  honorable 
senators  opposite  have  given  Senator 
Cameron  a  pair  if  he  had  b^n  sent  Home? 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— I  am  not  deal- 
ing with  the  question  of  pairs,  but  with 
Australian  defence.  Did  ColcHiel  Foxton 
get  a  pair? 

Senator  Millen. — N'o. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— Could  not  Sena- 
tor  Cameron  have  gone  to  England  under 
the  same  conditicms  ?  The  next  administra. 
tive  act  of  this  Government  was  the  offer 
to  Great  Britain  of  a  Dreadnought,  or 
scmiething  equivalent.  A  few  days  ago, 
the  Labour  Go\ernment  were  chided  with 
the  fact  that  they  had  gone  behind  the 
back  of  Parliament  by  ordering  the  con- 
struction of  torpedo  boats  for  Australian 
defence.  The  present  Government  have 
gone  behind  the  back  of  Parliament  in  com- 
mitting Australia  to  the  expenditure  of 
,000,000.. 

SenatOT  Millen. — The  Government  can- 
not spend  one  penny  unless  Parliament 
approves  of  it. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— I  will  deal  with 
one  or  two  phases  of  this  question.  Par- 
liament determined,  per  medium  of  the 
Surplus  Rewnue  Act,  to  place, a  certain 
sum  of  money[%tiza:i  bjtnisOQ^^or  the 
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purpose  of  meeting  the  claims  of  Australian 
defence. 

Senator  Vardon. — Which  money  was  not 
to  be  spent  until  the  details  were  furnished 
to  Parliament. 

Senator  Pearce. — There  is  not  a  word 
in  the  Act  which  says  so. 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — Words  of 
honour,  surely,  ought  to  count  for  some- 
thing. 

Senator  XEEDHAM.— When  the  Bill 
came  before  Parliament,  It  was  stated  that 
it  was  for  a  certain  purpose.  The  object 
for  which  the  Trust  Fund  was  created  was 
explained.  Parliament  agreed  to  the  con- 
.struction  of  the  fund;  and,  simply  because 
Senator  Best,  who  was  then  leader  of  the 
Senate,  made  the  promise  that  the  money 
would  not  be  spent  until  Parliament 
agreed —  ■ 

Senator  Peakce. — That  prcHnise  was  only 
made  to  individuals. 

Senator  XEEDHAM. — I  have  already 
said,  when  speaking  on  the  Address-in- 
Reply,  that  Senator  Best's  promise,  as 
Vice-President  of  the  Executive  Council, 
w;is  made  in  reply  to  a  question  by  an  in- 
dividual senator,  and  could  not  bind  the 
Parliament  or  any  succeeding  Government. 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best, — The  promise 
was  not  made  in  reply  to  an  individual 
question.  It  was  something  acquiesced  in 
by  the  Senate  and  by  the  other  House. 

Senator  Henderson. — Wliere  is  the  re- 
cord? 

Senator  Pearce. — It  was  a  reply  to  an 
interjecti<Hi. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.  —  I  challenge 
Senator  Best  to  prove  that  the  Senate  by 
a  resolution  agreed  to  any  such  understand- 
ing. The  honorable  senator  cannot  do  it. 
He  wishes,  however,  to  convey  an  imputa- 
tion that  is  not  fair. 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best.— If  we  had 
broken  that  agreement,  something  would 
have  been  said. 

Senator  XEEDHAM.— I  say  that  Par- 
liament did  not  demand  that  promise. 

Senator  Trenwitii. — Is  it  not  a  fact  that 
the  Bill  would  not  have  been  carried  un- 
less that  promise  had  been  made? 

Senator  XEEDHAM.— There  is  no  fact 
nlx>ut  it.  Senator  Best  was  asked  a  ques- 
tion, and  said  that  the  money  would  not  be 
spent  until  Parliament  had  been  consulted. 
Such  a  statement  as  that  Hoes  not,  and  can- 
not, bind  the  Parliament  or  succeeding 
Government. 


Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — The  honor- 
able senator  has  not  answered  Senator  Tren- 
with's  question. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— I  have.  I  said 
that  he  could  not  be  sure  that  the  Bill 
would  not  have  been  passed  otherwise. 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — The  Bill 
o>uld  not  have  been  got  through  the  other 
Chamber  without  the  prcxnise. 

Senator  Pearce. — That  is  only  an  as- 
sumption. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— I  do  not  think 
that  the  goviernment  of  a  country,  or  the 
affairs  of  a  Parliament  can  be  carried  on 
by  assumptions.  What  we  want  are  facts, 
and  I  invite  Ministers,  when  they  reply  to 
me,  to  contradict  successfully  my  statement. 
What  have  the  Government  done  in  con- 
nexion with  the  offer  of  a  Dreadnought  f 
Behind  the  back  of  Parliament,  they  hsive 
omunitted  the  country  to  the  constructicm 
and  presentation  of  a  Dreadnought^  or  some 
alternative,  which  may  be  acceptable  to  the 
Imperial  naval  authorities.  Suppose  that 
the  offer  of  a  ship  had  been  accepted 
right  out,  without  regard  to  an  alter- 
native. It  would  hare  been  built  in 
a  British  ship-building  yard,  the  mate- 
rial would  have  been  procured  from 
Great  Britain  or  some  other  country, 
the  workmen  employed  upon  the  constriK:- 
tion  would  have  been  British,  and  the  money 
would  have  been  spent  there.  Of  course, 
I  would  rather  see  my  fellow  countrymen 
employed  than  foreigners ;  but  it  is  a  strange 
thing  that  the  only  Australian,  Mr. 
Deakin — the  man  who  is  preaching  the  doc- 
trine of  a  self-jeliant  Australia,  the  neces- 
sity of  encouraging  and  developing  our  in- 
dustries and  resources — should  be  the  one 
to  say  to  the  Old  Country,  "  Here  is  a 
gift  of  ;^2, 000,000.  Spend  the  money 
in  ICngland  while  our  workmen  in  Australia 
are  allowed  almost  to  starve."  Now,  where 
is  the  money  for  this  purpose  to  COTie  from? 
When  I  was  speaking  on  a  former  occa- 
sion. Senator  Be^  interjected,  "  You  are 
not  too  sure  as  to  whether  we  will  borrow 
the  money  or  not." 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — I  said. 
"  Don't  be  too  sure." 

Senator  .NEEDHAM. — It  was  a  tribute 
to  the  late  Labour  Government,  that  they 
received  from  persons  in  Australia  an  offer 
of  money  at  per  cent.  par.  That  did 
not  look  anything  like  a  want  of  confidence 
cr  the  withdrawal  of  capital  because  Labour 
men  were  in  power.  On  a  previous  occa- 
sion. Senator  Best  said  /*^Don't  ibe  too 
sure  that  we  >viIli3ititei\teM(P*9gA^  the 
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money."  If  the  Commonwealth  does  not 
borrow  the  money,  Mheje  is  it  to  come 
from,  I  ask  him? 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — Do  not  be  in 

a  hurry. 

Senator  Pearce.— He  is  relying  upon  the 
Mother  Country  not  wanting  the  equivalent 
of  a  Dreadnought. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— I  do  not  think 
it  is  wise  for  me  to  be  in  a  hurry  in  con- 
n«don  with  this  policy.  There  is  only  one 
other  way  in  which  the  money  can  be  ob- 
tained without  resort  to  borrowing,  and 
that  is  by  asking  the  States  to  forego  a 
certain  proportion  of  the  money  returnable' 
to  them.  If  they  assent  to  the  request, 
f^ood  and  well.  But  it  will  l>e  a  very 
.strange  thing  to  me  if  they  agree  to  the 
proposal,  considering  that  only  a  month 
or  two  ago,  they  raised  a  hue  and  cry  that 
the  Commonwealth  was  robbing  them  by 
the  enactment  of  the  Surplus  Revenue  Bill. 
Again,  if  they  agree  to  the  proposal,  they 
will  be  robbing  their  taxpayers.  No  matter 
how  the  proposal  is  looked  at.  it  means 
that  the  Australian  taxpayer  will  have  to 
pay  the  piper,  while  scmebody  else  calls 
the  tune. 

Senator  Turlev. — There  wer^  only  two 
State  Premiers  who  agreed  to  the  proposal, 
namely,  the  Premiers  of  Xcw  South  Wales 
and  Victoria. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— Yes.  The  people 
in  the  various  States,  who  were  carried 
away  by  this  hysterical  wave,  were  asked  to 
subscribe  to  a  Dreadnought  fund.  I  know 
what  was  done  in  Western  Australia.  A 
big  meeting  w^as  held  in  the  Town  Hall, 
and  an  overflow  meeting  outside ;  a  sub- 
scription list  was  started  in  the  newspaper  ; 
and  a  proof  of  the  loyalty  of  the  people 
of  the  State  in  that  direction  was  given, 
to  the  amount  of  ;£5o. 

Senator  Fearce. — The  meeting  in  the 
Town  Hall  carried  an  amendment  against 
t}\e  ofTer  of  a  Dreadnought. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— My  honorable 
friend  reminds  me  of  the  fact  that  although 
the  Town  Hall  was  crowded  to  its  utmost 
capacity,  an  amendment  was  carried  against 
the  mo'.ion  submitted. 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Hest. — Who  says 
th:it  ?  Did  not  the  ^fa^or  declare  the  amend- 
ment lost?   That  is  .a  detail,  of  course. 

Senatar  NEE  DHAM.— The  press  of 
Western  Australia  said  that  the  amendment 
was  carried,  and  that  the  Mayor,  carried 
away  by  the  hysterical  wave,  was  anxious  to 
get  his  motion  put  through  anyhow.    I  do 


not  want  to  labour  the  questi<m.  I  do  not 
know  what  the  alternative  to  a  Dread- 
nought is,  and  as  a  member  of  this  Parlia- 
ment, I  desire  to  know. 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — I  wonder 
how  the  construction  of  a  dock  at  Fremantle 
would  suit  the  hon(»'able  senator. 

Senntor  NEEDHAM.— A  dock  is  being 
constntcted  at  that  port,  and  T  am  not  so 
parochial  minded  as  is  mv  honorable  friend. 
I  know  that  docks  may  be  provided  any- 
where S3  long  as  he  is  a  Minister  of  the 
Crown.  That  is  alwut  the  extent  of  his 
anxiety.  I  do  not,  I  repeat,  know  what 
the  alternative  to  a  Dreadnought  is.  This 
Government  will  not  let  the  Parliament  or 
the  people  of  Australia  know  what  it  is 
until  the  Imperial  Defence  Conference  has 
fmished  its  labtnirs.  What  does  that  mean? 
It  means  that  despite  all  the  statements 
which  have  been  made  bv  Mr.  Deakin  and 
Senator  Best,  that  they  had  a  scheme  of 
Australian  defence,  until  the  Defence  Con- 
ference has  dedded  what  the  scheme  should 
be  they  will  not  tell  our  people.  If 
the  Government  had  a  scheme  of  defence 
they  would  have  said  to  their  delegate,  "Go 
to  the  Conference  and  state  what  our  scheme 
is.  and  if  they  will  not  agree  with  it,  come 
back  and  we  will  deal  with  the  matter  our- 
selves." I  wonder  whether  the  Govern- 
ment are  prepared  to  test  the  feeling  of 
Parliament  on  this  question  of  presenting  to 
the  Old  Country  a  Dreadnought  or  an  alter- 
native. Will  they  dare  to  go  to  a  division  ? 
I  do  not  think  that  they  will.  I  believe 
th?.t  if  they  had  the  courage  of  their  con- 
victions, and  came  down  with  a  message 
from  His  Excellency  recommending  that  a 
certain  sum  be  appropriated  for  the  pre- 
sentaticm  of  a  Dreadnought  or  the  building 
of  a  dock  on  sc«ne  portion  of  the  Australian 
coast,  as  a  naval  base,  they  would  be  suc- 
cessful in  carrying  it  through  so  far  as  num- 
bers were  concerned,  but  the  trouble  would 
be  that  the  dinsion  list  would  mean  the  poli- 
tical extinction  of  some  of  their  supporters. 
For  that  reason  they  are'  afraid  to  take  the 
opinion  of  the  Parliament.  Thev  prefer  to 
wait  until  their  delegate,  or  alleged  dele- 
gate, has  returned  from  London,  and  then 
the  life  of  this  Parliament  will  have  ex- 
pired by  effluxion  of  time,  and  the  ques- 
tion of  the  promise  of  a  Dreadnought  or 
some  other  alternative,  will  be  kept  for 
the  platform  in  those  ccmstituencies  where 
they  think  that  it  might  be  suitable,  and 
if  it  is  not  suitable  we  ishall^e^fr^nothing 
about  a  DreadfB&^'^ibSM\^^tarm. 
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Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — The  hwior- 
able  senator  thinks  that  it  is  a  trump  card 
for  the  platform. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— The  honorable 

senator  knows  how  to  play  a  trump  card. 
He  played  his  trump  card  when  he  got  on 
to  the  Treasury  bench.  He  knows  well 
bow  to  get  there. 

Senator  Vardon. — That  is  a  sore  point 
with  the  honorable  senator. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— I  think  that  the 
Labour  party  are  now  in  their  proper  place, 
and  that  is  in  opposition.  We  attained 
our  present  numeriqal  strength  by  reastm  of 
our  militancy,  and  I  do  not  want  the  party 
to  return  to  the  Treasury  benches  again 
until  we  have  a  sufficient  number  to  carrv  on 
the  govenunent  of  the  country  without  de- 
pending upon  the  treacherous  or  questi(»i- 
able  support  of  gentlemen  such  as  Senator 
Best  and  Mr.  Deakin. 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best.— The  honor- 
able senator  is  unkind. 

Senator  Stewart. — Anyhow  we  would 
not  eat  dirt  for  the  sake  of  holding  office. 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — Hear,  hear. 

Senator  NEEDHAM. — We  went  out  of 
oiBce  hcKiorably,  and  we  did  not  go  into 
office  dishonorably,  as  honorable  senators 
on  the  other  side  have  done. 

Senator  Stewart. — We  did  not  sacrifice 
our  principles  on  either  occasion. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— I  hold  in  my 
hand  a  report  by  the  Director  of  Naval 
Forces,  which  is  in  reply  to  another  docu- 
ment on  Australian  defence.  On  page  xi 
it  contains  this  paragraph — 

The  work  required  of  an  Australian  service 
is  purely  Australian  defence  against  raiders 
that  mny  escape  the  Britidi  fleet  not,  as  ts  so 
commonly  believed,  engagement  with  a  naval 
power  that  has  already  overcome  the  British 
Navy. 

That  I  think  is  a  most  remarkable  para- 
graph to  6nd  in  a  report  of  this  nature. 
Evidently  the  Director  of  Naval  Forces  is 
under  the  impres;icm  that  sooner  or  later 
Great  Britain  may  lose  the  supremacy  of 
the  seas.  He  may  be  right  in  his  deduc- 
tion, but  I  hope  that  that  day  will  never 
arrive.  In  view  of  that  paragraph,  how- 
ever, why  should  we  be  concentrating  our 
efforts  and  energies  on  the  present:ition  of  a 
Dreadnought  f  Why  should  we  not  con- 
fine our  energies  to  the  building  up  of  a 
local  defence,  which  in  a  national  emerg- 
ency would  be  a  valuable  adjunct  to  protect 
our  ;£i7o,ooo,ooo  worth  of  sea-bomecom- 
merce  between  Great  Britain  and  Australia? 


Swator  Sir  Robert  Best.— -Does  not 
the  honorable  senator  think  that  it  would 
be  rather  a  good  move  to  assist  in  pre- 
venting such  a  catastrophe  from  hap- 
pening ? 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— I  think  that  the 

provision  of  local  forces  would  be  a  better 
way  to  prevent  such  a  catastrophe  froin 
happening,  than  the  presentation  of  a 
Dreadnought.  I  am  buttressed  in  that 
opinion  by  a  statement  made  by  Ixxd 
Charles  Beresford. 

Senator  Millen. — Does  the  honorable 
senator  mean  the  statement  which  appeared 
in  yesterday's  newspapers  as  ccnning  from 
Lord  Charles  Beresford  in  favour  of 
cruisers  ? 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— My  honorable 
friend,  with  his  usual  impetuosity,  is  a 
little  in  advance  of  himself.  I  refer  to  the 
statement  made  by  Lord  Charles  Beres- 
ford, that  for  the  effective  defence  by  sea 
of  any  country,  Dreadnoughts  were  a  thing 
of  the  past. ' 

Senator  MiLtXN. — Lord  Charles  Beres- 
ford never  said  that. 

Senator  Pulsford. — He  did  say  that  if 
the  British  Navy  were  defeated  then  it 
would  be  '*  Good  night  "  few  the  Empire. 

Senator  NEEDHAM. — I  am  not  going 
to  enter  into  a  personal  ccwitroversy  with 
SenatCK-  Millen,  but  when  the  honorable 
senator  speaks  in  reply  to  this  debate,  let 
him  prove  my  statement  wrwig,  if  he  can. 
In  the  Ministerial  statement,  I  notice  a  re- 
ference made  to  the  telephone  service.  We 
are  aware  that  the  present  Postmaster- 
General  was  not  very  long  in  yielding  to  the 
clamour  of  the  Employers'  Federaticm  to 
suspend  the  scale  of  charges  for  the  use  of 
telephones,  drawn  up  by  his  predecessor. 

Senator  Vardon. — What  a  wicked  body 
the  Employers'  Federation  must  be. 

Senator  NEEDHAM. — I  do  not  sav  so. 
I  do  not  think  that  they  are  a  wicked 
body.  I  believe  that  they  aie  legitimately 
employed  in  looking  after  their  own  in- 
terests. 

Senator  Findlev. — I  draw  attention  to 
the  state  of  the  Senate.  [Quorum  formed.'] 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— 1  am  sorry  that 
honorable  senators  opposUe  will  not  keep 
a  quorum,  but  I  ha\-e  no  control  over  thorn. 

Senator  Pulsford. — It  is  the  honorable 
senator's  friends  who  have  deserted  him. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— I  do  not  think 
so.  It  is  not  the  duty  of  my  friends  to 
keep  a  quorum. 

Senator  Millen. — It  is-^hek,4Hty  *o  ^ 
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Senator  NEEDHAM. — It  wgs  the  duty 
of  Senator  Millen's  friends  to  be  here  the 
other  day,  when  their  private  business  kept 
them  away. 

Senator  Pulsford. — It  ought  to  be  the 
pleasure  of  Senator  Needham's  friends  to 
listen  to  him. 

Senator  NEEDHANf. — It  should  have 
been  Senator  Pulsford's  pleasure,  as  well 
as  his  duty,  to  be  here  a  week  ago.  In- 
stead of  attending  to  his  private  business 
in  New  South  Wales,  he  should  have  been 
here  to  look  after  the  public  business,  for 
which  he  is  being  paid.  When  interrupted. 
I  was  referring  to  the  question  of  telephone 
charges.  I  said  that  Sir  John  Quick  was 
not  long  in  vielding  to  the  representations 
of  the  Employers'  Federation  in  connexion 
with  the  scale  of  charges  proposed  by  Mr. 
Thomas,  the  late  Postmaster-General. 
Those  charges  might,  or  might  not.  have 
been  too  high,  but  there  is  no  doubt  that 
they  were  framed  with  a  desire  to  compel 
the  larger  users  of  the  telephone  to  pay 
the  larger  amount.  It  is  not  fair  that  the 
private  user  of  the  telephone  should  be 
called  upon 'to  pay  as  much  for  the  service 
as  the  commercial  user,  especially  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  in  these  days  of  keen  com- 
petiticHi  the  telephone  is  of  such  great  as- 
sistance to  the  business  man. 

Senator  Chatawav. — The  small  user  of 
the  telephone  would,  under  the  late  Go- 
vernment's proposal,  have  to  pay  more  per 
call  than  tlie  large  user. 

Senator  Pearce. — That  is  not  so. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.—I  say  th-it  the 
scale  of  charges  drawn  up  bv  Mr.  Thcnnas 
would  not  have  made  the  small  user  pay 
more  than  the  large  user.  It  was  an  en- 
<lcavour  to  adjust  the  scale  of  charges,  and 
would  have  resulted  in  the  man  wiio  made 
most  use  of  the  telephone  haWng  to  pay 
most  for  it. 

Senator  Pearce. — It  was  a  charge  ac- 
cording to  senices  rendered. 

Senator  XEEDHAM.  —  As  Senator 
Veaice  suggests,  it  was  an  attempt  to  secure 
an  equitable  payment  for  services  rendered. 

Senator  Millen. — The  whole  point  was 
that  there  was  no  information  in  the  De- 
partment to  determine  what  was  a  fair 
charge  to  make.  Mr.  Thomas  proposed  to 
fix  the  charges  first,  and  make  the  inquiry 
afterwards.  This  Government  proposes  to 
inquire  first  and  fix  the  charges  after- 
wards. 

Senator  Pearce. — There  was  full  infor- 
mation bef(m  the  Cabinet;  and  Sen:itjr 
Millen  must  be  aware  of  that. 


SenatOT  Millen. — That  is  absolutely  in- 
correct. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— Senator  Mil- 
len's statement  is  a  reflection  on  the  officers 
of  the  Department.  While  in  office,  the 
honorable  senator  will  Have  to  depend  on 
the  assistance  of  the  officers  whom  he  is 
now  reviling.  Mention  is  made  in  the  Min- 
isterial statement  of  the  Navigation  Bill. 
I  hope  that  it  will  be  pressed  on  with,  and 
that  no  more  delay  will  arise  in  the  pass- 
ing of  that  very  important  measure. 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — Hear,  hear  ! 

Senator  NEEDHAM.—I  hope  that  the 
honorable  senator  who  says  "Hear,  hear" 
will  give  proof  of  his  sincerity  by  proceed- 
ing with  the  Bin  as  early  as  possible.  There 
are  one  or  two  other  matters  referred  to  in 
the  Ministerial  statement  to  which  I  might 
refer ;  but  I  have  no  wish  to  occupy  the 
time  of  the  Senate  unnecessarily.  I  might 
refer  to  the  financial  proposals  of  the  Go- 
v^nment,  and  particularly  to  their  proposal 
to  float  a  loan.  I  dare  say  that  the  Govern- 
ment will  shortly  ask  this  Parliament  to 
borrow  money  in  Australia,  or  somewhere 
else,  for  improving  our  postal  facilities. 

Senator  AIlxcahy. — To  do  business  on 
business  lines. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.  ~  To  borrow 
money  to-day,  and  allow  a  future  genera- 
tion to  repay  it.  If  I  were  to  borrow 
money  to-day  and  permit  srmie  one  else 
thirty  years  hence  to  repay  it,  that  would 
be  a  business  transaction  on  business  lities. 
But  it  is  not  the  kind  of  business  that  1, 
or  the  party  of  which  I  am  a  member,  go 
in  for.  It  is,  however,  the  kind  of  busi- 
ness that  the  present  combination  party  are 
going  in  for,  and  that  many  of  them  in  the 
past  did  go  in  for  in  the  various  States, 
with  the  result  that  to-day  Australia  has  a 
national  debt  hanging  over  her  which  she 
never  would  have  had  if  there  had  been 
effective  opposition  to  this  policy  on  busi- 
ness lines.  This  is  the  kind  of  business 
policy  which  has  been  strangling  Australia 
I'Rtil  now.  and  honorable  senators  opposite 
desir^  to  draw  the  cord  tighter  around  the 
necks  of  the  people  of  Australia  bv  bor- 
rowing more  money.  I  need  not  further 
discuss  the  statement  introduced  by  the 
present  Government,  any  more  than  to  say 
that  it  is  not  worth  the  paper  that  it  is 
written  on.  I  fail  to  see  how  the  present 
Government  can  hope  to  regulate  or  sup- 
press trusts,  or  any  other  evil  which  at  the 
present  time  is  menacing  the  interests  of 
Australia,  whilst  thev  aij^^'bcwDd^ha^d  and 
foot  by  the   Efii|«eMtte^-^Qi^^&i,  who 
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are  responsible  for  their  presence  on  the 
Treasury  benches. 

Senator  FIXDLEY  (Victoria)  [5-35]  — 
When  I  gaze  on  the  benches  in  front  of 
me,  and  note  the  occupants  of  them,  I  ask 
myself,  in  the  words  of  Bret  Harte— 
Do  I  sleep?   Do  I  dream? 

Do  I  wander  and  doubt? 
Are  things  what  they  seenii 
Or  is  visions  about  ? 

It  seems  but  yesterday  that  many  of  the 
present  occupants  of  the  Ministerial  benches 
were  on  this  side  of  the  House.  It  seems 
but  yesterday  that  those  honorable  senators 
tried,  by  every  known  device,  to  emasculate 
the  Tariff,  to  strangle  existing  industries, 
and  to  refuse,  absolutely  and  definitely,  the 
giving  of  any  assistance  with  a  view  to  the 
creation  of  new  industries  in  any  part  of 
Australia.  It  seems  but  yesterday  since 
every  opportunity  they  bad  was  availed 
of  to  oi^)Ose  everything  of  a  national 
character.  But  a  (diange  has  come  over 
the  scene,  and  it  has  been  brought  about 
mainly,  we  are  told,  by  one  or  two  hon- 
orable gentlemen  sitting  on  the  op{>osite 
side.  There  was,  not  long  ago,  a  mighty 
army  of  Liberals  sitting  there — a  trinity 
who  claimed  the  kudos  for  all  the  ad- 
vanced legislation  at  present  on  the  na- 
tional statute-book.  The  trinity  were 
Senatcnrs  Best,  Keating,  and  Trenwith. 
Senator  Best  has  ^11  the  characteristics 
of  his  chief}  the  Prime  Minister.  He 
has  an  intense  lust  for  power.  He  has  an 
insatiable  appetite.  When  out  of  ofSxx, 
disappointment,  dyspepsia,  and  despair  are 
written  largely  on  his  face.  Nothing  will 
appease  the  honorable  senator's  hunger  but 
the  Ministerial  nose-bag,  and  as  soon  as 
he  gets  his  nose  insidp  of  that  bag  it  does 
not  matter  whether  it  contains  Protectionist 
oats,  Free  Trade  chaff,  or  anti-sosh 
carrots,  he  partakes  of  all  with  avidity, 
a  complete  change  comes  over  his  coun- 
tenance,  and  for  the  mcnoent  he  app^s 
U>  be  happy.  Then  there  is  Senate?  Keat- 
ing, who,  I  am  sottv,  is  not  present.  We 
know  that  he  looks  anything  but  happy. 
The  honorable  senator  was  at  one  time  the 
hope  of  Tasmania,  so  far  as  Liberalism 
is  concerned.  When  the  present  Prime 
Minister  journeyed  to  that  island  State 
some  time  ago,  one  of  the  first  to  greet  him 
was  Senator  Keating.  With  that  honorable 
senator  the  Prime  Minister,  we  were  told 
by  a  certain  newspaper,  had  a  triumphal 
^  mardi  from  one  end  of  the  State  to  the 
other.  Various  meeting  were  addressed  by 
he  Prime  Minister,  and  it  was  said  that 


there  was  an  awakening  and  revival  of 
Liberalism,  and  that  the  next  elections 
in  the  island  State  would  show  unmis- 
takably the  results  of  Mr.  Deakin's  mis- 
sion to  Tasmania.  The  elections  took 
place  very  shortly  after,  and  we  had  an 
opportunity  to  read  in  the  great  organ  of 
the  National  Liberal  party — the  Argus — 
because  that  newspaper  is  now  the  organ 
of  the  National  Liberal  party,  and  helned 
to  bring  about  the  combinaticMi  

Senator  Fraser. — Both  the  Age  and  the 
Ar^HS  are  now  the  organs  of  the  party. 

Senator  FINDLEY.— No,  there  is  only 
one  newspaper  that  is  the  organ  of  tte 
National  Liberal  party,  aJid  that  is  the 
newspaper  that  brought  it  into  existence, 
and  is  mainly  responsible  for  it.  The 
other  newspaper  leferred  to  follows  the 
lead  of  the  great  National  Liberal  organ — 
the  Argus.  That  newspaper  gara  us  the 
results  of  the  electicms  in  Tasmania.  The 
Argus  said — 

The  results  of  the  elections  were  as  follows  i 
Anti-Labour,  i8;  Liberals  or  Deakioites,  o; 
Labour,  12. 

I  called  the  attention  of  one  of  my  frioids 
of  the  Labour  party  to  this  statetnent  of 
the  results.  He  had  been  over  there  assist- 
ing candidates  at  the  election  and  he  said 
that  the  Argus  report  was  scarcely  correct, 
because  the  anti-Labtnrites  returned  mun- 
bered  seventeen,  and  that  the  Dealdnite 
Liberals  secured  the  return  of  one  candi- 
date named  Rattle,  whilst  three  other 
Deakinite  oondidates  lost  thar  deposits.  So 
that  what  we  read  in  the  newpapers  was 
really  the  result  of  the  imaginative  mind 
of  the  pressman  who  accMnpanied  Mr. 
Deakin  x>n  his  trip.  Senator  Keating.  I 
expect,  played  his  part  in  connexiwi 
with  the  fusion  of  parties  which  recently 
took  place  in  this  Parliament.  Conse- 
questly  I  watched  his  face  prior  to  the 
formation  of  the  Government  with  sane  in- 
terest. Hope  was  writtoi  largely  upon  it. 
"Two  members,"  he  doubtless  said  to  him- 
self, "  are  required  in  this  chamb^.  Sen- 
ator Best  has  had  a  long  innings,  and  surelv 
the  claims  of  Tasmania  cannot  be  wer- 
looked,  especially  in  view  of  the  part  whi<4i 
I  played  in  assisting  to  make  the  visit  of 
Mr.  Deakin  to  that  State  the  success  which 
it  is  alleged  to  have  been." 

Senat(»'  Fraser. — Surely  he  did  not  ac- 
company the  Prime  Minister  with  that  ob- 
ject in  view. 

Senator  FINDLEY.— I  am  not  alleging 
that  he  did.  But  what/irchanga^s  cone 
over  Senator  SeSf l^^v  SsilftOgiecabinrt 
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was  formed.  In  his  splendid  isolation  he 
is  mute  and  disappointed. 

Senator  Gray. — Where  is  he? 

Senator  FINDLEY.— I  know  where  he 
usually  sits,  and  in  imagination  I  am  pic- 
turing him.  The  atmosphere  which  he  is 
now  inhaling  has  had  a  very  marked  effect 
upon  him.  At  the  last  general  election, 
Senator  Keating  stood  quite  distinct  from 
other  parties  as  a  Liberal  candidate.  The 
Labour  p.irty  put  forward  two  candidates — 

Senator  Fraser. — It  was  verv  clever. 

Senator  FINDLEY.— No,  had  it  been 
clever  it  would  have  put  forward  three  can- 
didates, and  had  it  done  so.  Senator  Keat- 
ing would  not  be  a  member  of  the  Senate 
to-day.  The  Labour  party  put  forward 
only  two  candidates  and  the  anti-SociaKst 
brigade  nominated  three.  The  candidates 
who  were  opposed  to  the  party  represented 
by  Senator  Keating,  and  to  the  Labour 
party,  m;ide  it  manifest  that  they  favoured 
widely  different  things  in  regard  to  a 
national  policy.  Will  the  electors  of  Tas- 
mania believe  for  a  moment  that  Senators 
Keating,  Mulcahy,  Dobson,  Clemons,  and 
Macfarlane  are  to-dav  members  of  the  new 
Liberal  party,  that  they  all  advocate  the 
same  prindples,  and  are  desirous  of  achiev- 
ing the  same  end? 

Senator  Mulcahy. — Who  says  that  they 
are? 

Senator  FINDLEY.~We  have  been  in- 
fcHined  by  the  daily  newspapers,  and  by 
the  members  of  the  present  Government, 
that  the  members  of  the  fused  party  are  a 
united  and  happy  family,  and  that  they  all 
subscribe  to  the  one  policy. 

Senator  Mulcahy. — Such  a  statement  has 
never  been  made  in  the  press. 

Senator  FINDLEY.— Then  honorable 
senators  opposite  are  not  united,  but  are 
merely  hanging  together. 

Senator  Mulcahy. — The  honwable  sen- 
ator will  find  out  in  good  time. 

Senator  FINDLEY.— I  think  I  shall.  I 
never  believed  that  honorable  senators  hold- 
ing such  diverse  views  could  come  together 
for  any  length  of  time,  or  for  any  good  pur- 
pose. Then  there  is  Senator  Tren%vith. 
He  has  been  a  consistent  opponent  of  land 
monopoly.  If  he  is  so  still,  I  would  re- 
mind him  that  he  is  sitting  side  by  side 
with  the  champicms  of  industrial  monopoly, 
and  with  the  strongest  advocates  of  earth 
monopoly  to  be  found  in  any  Parliament  in 
Australia.  There  are  a  couple  of  honorable 
senators  to  whom  I  wish  briefly  to  refer. 
For  a  long  time  one  of  them  exercised  him- 
self in  endeavouring  to  educate  the  women 


of  Australia  upon  the  question  of  "  National 
Assism. "'    I  refer  to  Senator  Dobson. 

Senator  Pearce. — He  is  a  fallen  idol 
now. 

Senator  FINDLEY.— Exactly.  I  do 
not  know  why  the  ladies  do  not  now  extend 
to  him  the  invitations  which  formerly  came 
his  way.  Evidently  they  have  discovered 
that  his  political  views  are  not  palatable  to 
them.  However,  the  fusion  party  has  dis- 
covered a  new  political  Adonis  in  the  persOTi 
of  Senator  St.  I-ed^rer.  Whenever  the 
Ladies  of  a  certain  political  organization  in 
Victoria  require  a  speaker  they  need  onlj 
send  a  post  card  or  a  telephone  message  to 
Senator  St.  Ledger,  and  his  ser\'ices  are  at 
their  disposal.  I'he  honorable  senator  will 
discourse  up(»i  any  subject  under  the  sun. 
Possibly  he  tells  the  wcwnen  whom  he  ad- 
dresses that  the  Labour  party  desire  higher 
wages  and  shorter  hours,  and  a  number  of 
other  reforms  which  will  mean  disaster  to 
the  common  weal.  Senators  St.  Ledger, 
Eraser,  Vardmi,  Gray,  and  Walker  

Senator  Eraser. — The  honorable  senator 
is  naming  the  best  men  in  the  Senate. 

Senator  FINDLEY. — I  am  naming  the 
gentlemen  who  during  the  whole  of  their 
political  careers  have  be«i  known  as  Con- 
servatives, who  are  opposed  to  every  thing 
of  a  progressive  character,  who  belong  to 
the  mark-time  party,  and  who  have  never 
done  anything  for  Australia,  unless  there 
was  a  force  behind  them  to  quick  march 
them  into  action. 

Senator  Vardon.— Does  the  honorable 
senator  belong  to  the  monarchical  party  ot 
to  anv  other  party  ? 

Seriator  FINDLEY.— I  belong  to  the 
Labour  party,  which  makes  its  platform 
known  from  oift  end  of  Australia  to  the 
other,  and  which  has  not  the  assistance  of 
the  great  daily  newspapers  in  any  of  the 
capitals.  But,  despite  the  fact  that  it  hai: 
no  powerful  financial  institution  at  its  back 
it  is  the  only  party  in  the  national  Parlia 
ment  whose  numbers  have  increased  witli 
the  passing  years. 

Senator  Chataway. — It  is  a  pity  thai 
the  honorable  senator  does  not  talk  na- 
tional [)olitics. 

Senator  FINDLEY.  —  My  honorable 
friend  has  been  talking  what  he  regards  as 
national  politics  for  some  time.  He,  too, 
played  his  part  in  the  bringing  about  of  the 
recent  fusion,  and  for  so  doing  has  beoi 
rewarded  with  the  posititm  of  Government 
Whip.  Now  that  he  has  got  that  office, 
no  doubt  be  is  happy.  But  I  do  ifot  think 
that  the  position  will  last  very  lengr 
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Senator  Grav. — The  honorable  senator 
is  unhappy. 

SenaJqr  FINDLEY.— I  do  not  think 
that  any  honwable  senators  uptxi  this  side 
of  the  chamber  are  unhappy  on  account  of 
recent  events.  They  are  annoyed  at  the 
absolute  want  of  principle  which  has  been 
exhibited  by  honorable  senators  opposite. 
There  has  been  an  absolute  abandonment  of 
principle  on  their  part,  as  vtell  as  a  vio- 
lation of  the  i^edges  which  they  made  upon 
the  hustings. 

Senator  Mulcahy. — Little  things  like 
that  annoy  the  honorable  senator. 

Senator  FINDLEY. — And  what  annoys 
me,  frequently  annoys  the  great  majority 
of  the  electors  of  the  Commonwealth.  Had 
a  dissolution  been  granted  a  few  weeks 
ago,  I  venture  to  say  that  some  of  those 
who  were  .most  prominent  in  the  recent 
fusimi  negotiations  would  not  ha.ve  been  re^ 
turned  to  this  Parliament.  The  Ministerial 
statement  of  policy'  contains  many  promises. 
It  is  full  of  vague  generalities;  but  it  con- 
tains nothing  ot  a  substantial  character,  so 
far  as  the  masses  of  the  people  are  con- 
cerned. I  even  doubt  whether  it  will  be 
printed,  because  the  motiwi  for  its  printing 
has  yet  to  be  carried.  For  scane  few  weeks 
prior  fo  the  lecent  fusion  of  political 
parties,  the  Age  newspaper  watched  the 
course  of  events  very  closely,  and  it  was 
much  alarmed  when  it  realized  that  the  pro- 
posed amalgamation  was  likely  to  takie  a 
definite  shape.  On  the  iSth  March  last, 
it  wrote — 

This  hankering  for  the  suppression  of  all  but 
two  parties  is  really  a  desire  to  suppress  the 
intellrctunl  life  of  the  people.  There  is  no 
room  in  two  parties  for  many  men  to  develop 
the  best  that  is  in  them.  A  union  between 
Mr.  Joseph  Cook  and  Mr.  DSakin  would  mean 
the  political  emasculation  of  tens  of  thousands 
of  men  who  might  be  constrained  to  become 
the  followers  of  one  or  other  of  them.  Who 
cannot  see  that  yoking  together  two  such  men 
ai  Mr.  Wise  and  Mr.  W.  H,  Irvine  would 
suppress  in  both  all  that  should  distinguish 
each  ?  And  the  injury  that  such  suppression 
does  to  the  individual  is  carried  along  into  all 
the  ramifications  of  the  political  life  of  the 
country. 

We  are  now  asked  to  believe  that  Mr.  W. 
H.  Irvine,  who  has  \)een  denounced  by 
this  very  newspaper,  who  has  even  been 
denounced  by  members  of  the  so-called 
Liberal  party,  as  a  Conservative  and  re- 
actiiMiary,  has  changed  his  pditical 
opinions,  and  that  he  is  as  anxious  as  are 
other  honorable  members  to  give  effect,  for 
example,  to  a  scheme  of  new  Protection. 
We  all  know  the  part  which  he  played  when 
the  Tariff  was  under  ccmsideration.    At  the 


last  election,  he  was  returned  as  a  Protec- 
tionist. In  the  House  of  Representatives, 
287  divisions  took  place  upon  the  Tariff 
proposals  of  the  last  Deakin  Government. 
Upon  82  occasims  Mr.  Irvine  voted  against 
the  Government  duty,  he  paired  against  it 
upon  28  occasi<xis,  and  he  neither  paired 
nor  voted  108  times.  In  other  words,  he  was 
against  effective  Protection  218  times.  He 
voted  for  the  Government  duty  onlv  50 
times,  and  paired  in  favour  of  it  19  times. 
The  Age  article  ccaitinues — 

He  stands  for  everything  whidi  the  capitalist 
holds  dear  and  ^which  the  toiler  detests.  While 
drawing  his  own  parliamentary  salary,  nnd 
shirking  the  work  attached  to  it,  he  will  ittill 
leave  the  States  in  possession  of  the  power 
they  abuse,  to  the  encouragement  of  the  sweater. 
And  this  is  the  type  of  politician  with  whom 
the  Liberal  party  is  asked  to  form  a  permanent 
and  efficient  junction.  There  is  satire  in  the 
very  suggestion.  If  there  be,  as  Conservatism 
alleges,  something  immoral  in  the  past  agree- 
ment between  Labour  and  Liberalism,  by  means 
of  M-hicb  efich  has  gained  the  maximum  of 
what  it  desired  to  achieve,  what  can  be  said 
of  the  suggestion  that  Reactionaries,  like  the 
man  we  have  described,  shall  join  with  a  p.,nv 
of  progress  in  order  to  carry  on  Government 
by  a  manipulated  majority  ?  The  repulsive- 
ncss  of  such  a  compact  stands  out  in  its  native 
ugliness  when  put  under  the  searchlight,  and 
it  ought  to  make  every  good  Liberal  scout  it 
as  he  would  the  introduction  of  the  plague. 

There  is  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  the 
majority  behind  the  Government  is  "a 
manipulated  majority.  '  How  the  mani- 
pulation was  worked  time  will  show.  This 
Mr.  Irvine,  when  Premier  of  the  State 
of  Victoria,  was  known  as  "  Coercion 
Irvine."  He  introduced  in  the  Legisla- 
tive Assembly  a  Strike  Suppression  Bill, 
some  of  the  provisions  of  which  would  dis- 
grace even  Russia.  He  also  emasculated 
our  Factories  Act.  It  will  be  within  the 
knowledge  of  htmorable  senators  that  a 
Factories  Act,  embodying  many  beneficent 
principles,  was  passed  by  the  State  Par- 
liament sOTne  years  ago.  That  Act  en- 
abled Wages  Boards  to  be  created.  They 
were  composed  of  an  equal  number  of 
employers  and  CTnpIoyfe  with  an  indepen- 
dent chairman.  The  Boards  met  and  dis- 
cussed questions  pertaining  to  the  trades 
for  which  they  were  appointed.  After  a 
Board  had  discussed  various  phases  a  de- 
termination was  arrived  at  which  was 
published  in  the  Government  GaztUe. 
That  determination  fixed  hours  of  labour, 
rates  of  pay,  and  the  number  of  approi* 
tices  to  be  employed.  When  Mr.  Irvine 
was  Premier  he  caused  the  Act  to  be 
amended,  so  that  the  determination  of  1  i 
Wages  B<»rd  had  to  be  carried  by  a  seven- 
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tenths  majority,  and  the  chairman  had  no 
say  in  the  decision.     That  is  to  say,  n 
Board  composed  of  five  employers  and  five 
employes,  presided  over  by  a  chairman, 
could  not  arrive  at  a  decision  by  a  simple 
majority ;  but  either  two  employers  or  two 
employ^  had  to  change  their  views  be- 
fore a  determination  could  be  arrived  at. 
The  absurdity  of  the  thing  was  so  mani- 
fest that  not  long  afterwards  the  f»Y>vision 
was  repealed.     Again,  the  original  Act 
gave  power  for  its  provisitxis  to  be  ex- 
tended to  shires.     Mr.  Irvine  amended  it 
so  as  to  permit  an  unlimited  number  of  ap- 
prentices to  be  employed,  and  so  as  to  take 
away  the  power  of  extensi<Hi  to  shires.  He 
also  permitted  apprentices  ovn  the  age 
«f  twenty-one  to  be  employed.    What  was 
more,  his  amending  Act  allowed  a  final 
appeal  to  an  Appeal  Court.     Under  the 
<Higinal  Act   the   determination   of  the 
Board  was  final  vn6  absolute.  The  amend- 
ment, carried  at  the  instigaticm  of  Mr. 
Irvine,  as  the  result  of  giving  appeal  to 
a  Court,  had  the  effect  of  removing  one 
of  the  best  provisions  from  the  original 
measure,  and  in  some  cases  made  it  im- 
possible for  unions  which  were  not  finan- 
cially strong  to  carry  their  cases  to  Court. 
Another  matter  of  the  highest  importance 
to  the  workers  was  that  the  Appeal  Court 
was  bound  by  a  provision  in  the  Irvine 
amending  Act,  permitting  the  Court  to  fix 
the  wages  at  the  rates  paid  by  "  reputable  " 
employers.      We   know   that   in   one  in- 
dustry  the   "  most   reputable  "  employer 
was  found  to  be  paying  only  36s.  per 
week.     The   Court    fixed   that   rate  as 
the  wage  to  be  paid  to  those  employed 
in  the  industry.    We  are  asked  to  believe 
that  from  sudi  men  as  Mr.  Irvine  the 
workers  are  likely  to  get  a  measure  of 
new  Protecticm  that  will  be  of  advantage 
to  them.     Mr.  Fairb^rn  is  another  mem- 
ber of  this  fusion  party.    He  is  the  presi- 
dent of  the  Employers'  Federation,  which 
body,    of  course,  strongly   supports  the 
present  Government.     A  short  while  ago 
Mr.    Fairbairn  was  welcoming  a  British 
manufacturer  to  one  of  the  gatherings  of 
the  Employers'  Federatiwi,  and  he  made 
use  of  these  significant  words — 

Althoueh  they  UDderstood  that  the  present 
Wages  Boards  had  modified  sweating  in  cer- 
taia  trades  where  women  were  largely  employed 
they  did  not  believe  in  the  principle  of  wages 
being  fixed  by  Act  of  Parliament,  and  only 
accepted  the  Wages  Boards  as  the  lesser  evil 
of  several  proposed  panaceas  fpr  the  settle- 
ment of  industrial  strife. 


That  is  clear  and  unmistakable  language. 
Mr.  Fairbairn  and  those  who  think  with 
him  only  accept  Wages  Boards  as  a  lesser 
evil,  and  if  he  had  his  way  he  would 
sweep  away  Wages  Boards  altogether. 

Senator  Gray. — The  honorable  senator's 
party  has  been  against  Wages  Boards  in 
New  South  Wales. 

Senator  FINDLEY. — Our  party  brought 
Wages  Boards  into  existence  m  ^is  State. 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — I  beg  the 
honorable  senator's  pardon.  His  party  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  matter. 

Senator  FINDLEY. — There  is  not  a 
Statute  of  any  importance  in  operation  in 
any  part  of  the  world  operating  for  the 
good  of  the  workers  that  has  not  been 
brought  into  existence  by  force.  It  is 
force  that  moves  the  average  politician, 
and  the  av^age  Government.  The  Vic- 
torian Government  was  forced  to  pass  the 
FactCH'ies  Act        public  opinion. 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — That  is  not 
the  Labour  party. 

Senator  FINDLEY.  —  Public  opinion 
was  created  largely  by  the  industrial 
organizations  of  this  State,  which  spent 
thousands  of  pounds  in  the  engagement  of 
halls,  the  publication  of  addresses,  news- 
paper articles,  and  lecturing,  with  the  ob- 
ject of  focussing  and  arousing  public 
opinion  on  the  evils  of  sweating.  Through 
the  means  of  the  agitation  thus  created  the 
Factories  Act  was  passed-  Pressure  was 
brought  to  bear  uptm  Parliament. 

Senator  Sir  Robekt  Best.— the 
honorable  soiator  be  kind  enoueh  to  give 
us  any  record  of  a  suggestion  for  the 
creation  of  Wages  Boards  prior  to  the 
occasion  on  which  the  Government  of 
which  I  was  a  member  brought  in  their 
proposal  ?  Does  he  know  of  any  sug- 
gestion from  the  Labour  party?  Can  he 
mention  a  single  instance? 

Senator  FINDLEY.— In  Victoria,  some 
years  ago.  there  was  acute  poverty  and 
sweating  of  the  worst  kind.  A  Roj'al 
Commission  was  appointed  in  consequence 
of  statements  made  in  pulpits  and  on  pub- 
lic platforms.  It  was  stated  that  in  some 
cases  women  had  to  sell  their  bodies  out 
of  sheer  necessity  because  of  the  inade- 
quate wages  they  were  receiving  in  certain 
factories.  In  consequ«ice  of  this  search- 
light having  been  throfwn  upon  the  sub- 
ject, a  Roval  Commission  was  ap- 
pointed, and  after  it  had  completed 
its  labours  a  Factories/ Act  was  intro- 
duced. But  ifDiIi2f6ftiAnltef  rightly,  Sir 
Alexander  Peacock  said  that  the  Factori'" 
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Act  which  he  sutmitted  to  Parliament  was 

only  intended  to  apply  to  those  cases 
affecting  wcwnen  workers  where  absolute 
sweating  was  shown  to  exist.  Sir  Alex- 
ander Peacock  was  at  the  inoeptiou  an 
opponent  of  a  comprehensive  measure. 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — No. 

Senator  FINDLEY.— The  Trades  Hall 
Council,  through  its  special  Committees 
appointed  from  time  to  time,  and  by  means 
of  its  organization,  was  mainly  instrumental 
in  securing  the  passing  of  the  Victorian 
Factories  Act. 

Senator  Gray. — Eighty  per  cent,  of  the 
members  of  the  unims  in  New  South 
Wales  have  come  in  under  the  Wages 
Boards,  although  the  Political  Labour 
party  moved  heaven  and  earth  to  prevent 
them. 

Senator  FINDLEY. — Because  there  are 
certain  provisions  in  the  New  South  Wales 
Act  which  are  not  acceptable  to  the  trade 
unicHis  party. 

Senator  Millen. — Will  the  honorable 
senator  allow  me  to  ask  him  whether  he 
can  think  of  anything  on  earth,  or  above 
the  earth,  or  under  the  earth,  for  whidi 
the  Labour  party  does  not  claim  credit  ? 

Senator  FINDLEY.— I  do  not  know  of 
anything  on  the  statute-book,  which  is  of 
any  value,  that  has  not  been  placed  there 
by  the  support  of  the  Labour  party.  The 
Deakin  party  in  this  Senate  which  num- 
bered three,  has  the  audacity  to  claim  that 
they  placed  on  the  statute-book  the  Tariff 
which  is  in  operation  to-day. 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — Did  the 
Lal)Our  partv  put  it  there? 

Senator  "FINDLEY.— Did  the  trinity 
put  it  there? 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — ^Ves. 

Senator  FINDLEY.— Through  whose 
support  ? 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — Certainly 
not  the  support  of  the  whole  of  the  Labour 
party. 

Senator  FINDLEY.— Through  the  sup- 
port of  the  Labour  party,  the  Tariff  was 

passed. 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — The  Pro- 
tecticmist  members  of  it. 

Senator  FINDLEY.— I  do  not  know  of 
any  member  of  the  Labour  party  who  did 
not  vote  for  protective  duties,  because  ev&n 
Senator  Pearce.  recognising  that  the 
majority  of  the  citizens  of  this  country  had 
approved  of  a  protective  policy,  voted  for 
protective  duties. 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — How  about 
rock  drills  and  reciprocating  engines? 


Senator  FINDLEY.— The  honorable 
senator  can  pick  out  CMie  or  two  items, 

but  one  swallow  does  not  make  a  summer. 
Taking  the  Tariff  as  a  whole,  whatever 
Protection  there  is  in  it  was  secured  by  the 
members  of  the  Labour  party.  Some  of 
the  prominent  fusionists  not  oni}  opposed 
the  Tariff,  but  stayed  here  hour  after  hour 
to  "  stone-wall  "  it.  The  Deakin  party 
claim  that  they  passed  the  Old-age 
Pensions  Act.  The  facts  are,  as  partly 
related  by  Senator  Needham,  that  Mr. 
Frazer,  tlie  honorable  member  for  Kal- 
goorlie,  some  time  back  asked  Mr. 
Deakin  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
when  old-a^e  pensions  were  hkely  to  be- 
ccMne  operative.  He  replied  by  saying  that 
it  would  depend  upon  the  Premiers'  Con- 
ference at  Hobart.  Then  Mr.  Frazer  said  : 
"If  there  is  no  agreement  between  the 
Premiers  at  Hobart,  are  we  to  undCTStand 
that  old-age  pensions  will  not  be  operative 
until  the  expiration  of  the  '  Braddcm 
blot'  in  1910?"  Mr.  Deakin  said:  "I 
am  afraid  that  is  so."  Those  r^arks  can 
be  found  in  Hansard,  So  that  had  it  not 
been  for  the  Labour  party,  old-age  pensi(His 
would  not  have  been  payable  until  1910. 
Mr.  Fisher  pointed  out  means  whereby  the 
nucleus  of  a  fund  could  be  created  at  once, 
and,  therefore,  all  credit  is  due,  not  to  the 
Deakin  Government,  but  to  the  Labour 
party,  for  having  pointed  out  how  the  pen- 
sions could  be  made  payable. 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — Could  they 
have  carried  their  proposal  without  the  aid 
of  the  Deakin  Government? 

Senator  FIXDLEY.— Yes ;  because^  so 
far  as  I  can  remember,  there  was  not  a 
single  opponent  in  either  House  when  the 
measure  was  brought  forward. 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — But  I  am 
referring  to  that  session. 

Senator  FINDLEY. — I  do  not  know  of 
a  sinj!;Ie  opponent  at  that  time.  All  oddo- 
sition  seemed  lo  have  disappeared.  Cer- 
tainlv,  tliey  opposed  the  principle  that  the 
surplus  revenue  should  not  he  paid  into  a 
fund  for  the  payment  of  old-age  pensicms. 
When  the  Fisher  Government  was  in  power, 
extreme  anxiety  was  manifested  by  certain 
members  of  the  Opposition  that  Parliament 
should  be  convened  as  speedily  as  possible. 
The  Government  arranged  that  it  should 
meet  about  a  month  earlier  than  had  been 
the  practice  with  previous  Governments. 
But  tliat  would  not  satisfy  these  honorable 
members.  They  were  determined  that  Par- 
liament should  be  called  together  imme- 
diately the  round-robin  was  .sent  to  Mr. 
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Fisher  at  Gympie.  In  fact,  they  said, 
*'  We  want  work;  work  we  must  ha\-e;  wc 
are  uneasy  and  unhappy  when  we  are  out 
of  harness."  But  as  evidence  of  insincerity 
«nd  hollowness,  we  find  that  as  soon  as 
CTer  Parliament  is  called  together  the  Go- 
vernment have  to  send  special  wires  to  bring 
Ksertain  hcmorable  senators  here  to  attend 
to  their  duties.  Why  were  they  anxious 
to  get  Parliament  to  meet  so  much  earlier 
than  is  customary? 

Senator  Pearce. — Some  of  them  have  not 
turned  up  yet. 

Senator  Millen. — And  that  applies  to 
some  members  of  the  Labour  partv. 

Senator  FINDLEY.  —  Senator  Best, 
prior  to  the  submission  of  the  round-robin 
to  Mr.  Fisher,  made  a  special  trip  to  West- 
em  Australia  to  interview  Sir  Jirfm  For- 
rest. At  Perth  he  was  interviewed  by  a 
newspaper  repOTter,  and  he  told  us  plainly 
that  the  Labour  party  would  have  to  quit 
the  Treasury  lynches.  He  had  not  been 
out  of  office  a  day  or  two  before  he  made 
that  statement. 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — Will  the 
honorable  member  just  read  what  I  said? 

Senator  FINDLEY.  —  The  honorable 
senator  said,  as  Mr.  Joseph  Cook  said 
more  cold-blcodedly,  "  It  does  not  matter 
what  their  policy  or  their  programme  may 
he ;  they  have  no  right  to  be  in  crffice ;  and 
I  am  determined  that  thev  shall  be 
shifted." 

Senator  Pearce. — Senator  Best  made 
that  determination  when  the  Deakin  Go- 
vernment got  notice  to  quit. 

Senator  FINDLEY.— Yes,  as  soon  as 
that  notice  was  given,  he  determined  that 
the  new  Government  should  not  reign  long 
if  he  could  help  it ;  hence  his  journey  to 
Western  Australia,  his  many  journeys  from 
Parliament  House  to  the  Grand  Hotel,  and 
via  versa,  and  his  journeys  to  Sydney  to 
enter  into  negotiations  with  Mr.  Joseph 
Cook  and  Sir  John  Forrest.  Was  he  then 
acting  with  the  authority  of  Senators  Keat- 
ing and  Trenwith,  because  we  understood 
that  it  was  a  united  party,  or  was  he  acting 
of  his  own  volition?  Surely  such  negotia- 
tions are  not  entered  into  without  the  mem- 
bers of  the  party  being  consulted  ? 

Senator  Pearce. — But  they  did  not  have 
a  caucus. 

Senator  FINDLEY. — We  were  informed 
through  the  press,  when  the  fusion  was  as- 
suming a  more  concrete  form,  that  a  caucus 
meeting  was  held.  It  was  attended  by  all 
the  members  of  the  Deakin  party,  including 
Senators  Trenwith,  Keating,  and  Best,  and 


so  pathetic,  I  believ6,  were  the  scenes,  that 
rivulets  of  tears  were  shed  over  the  pro- 
posal that  there  should  be  a  parting  of 
the  ways,  that  this  united  party  should  be 
rent  asunder.  Some  of  them  joined  the 
fusi<m  very  reluctantly. 

Senator  Millen. — Did  the  honorable 
senator  see  the  tears  running  tmder  the 
door? 

Senator  FIXDLEY.— It  is  common  talk 
about  the  building  that  more  than  one  at 
the  caucus  shed  tears. 

Senator  Gray. — On  the  htwiorable  sena- 
tor's side. 

Senator  FINDLEY.— No  ;  if  we  believe 
that  a  thing  is  wrong,  we  do  not  do  it, 
and  if  it  is  right  there  is  no  occasi(»i  to 
shed  tears.  We  do  not  know  what  in- 
fluences were  at  work.  However,  -very  sad 
and  pathetic  scenes  took  place  at  that  his* 
toric  gathering.  It  was  not  a  united  caucus 
at  all,  because  there  was  a  divisitm  of 
opinion.  That  has  been  marked  in  another 
Chamber  since  then^  and  it  will  be  more 
marked,  I  am  sanguine,  after  a  general 
election  has  been  held.  In  their  anxiety 
to  get  Parliament  convened  and  to  work, 
they  started  sky-rocketing.  They  said  that 
the  Empire  was  in  danger,  that  battle- 
ships were  being  built  as  rapidly  by  Ger- 
many as  by  England,  in  order  to  overthrow 
the  latter's  supremac)-  of  the  seas,  that  it 
was  imperatively  necessary  that  a  Dread- 
nought should  be  given  to  the  Mother  Coun- 
try by  the  Commcmwcalth  Parliament,  and 
that  if  the  Fisher  Government  did  not  offer 
the  gift,  it  should  not  be  allowed  to  live, 
that  a  censure  motion  would  be  tabled,  and 
that  those  who  were  behind  the  movement 
knew  that  there  would  be  an  overwhelming 
majority  in  favour  of  the  proposed  gift. 
What  has  happened  to  the  movement  ?  We 
know  what  has  happened  to  it,  because  it 
never  had  any  existence  outside  of  two 
States  in  the  Union.  It  was  never  seriouslv 
discussed  in  some  parts  of  Australia.  I 
venture  to  say  that,  with  the  exception  of 
Victoria  and  New  South  Wales,  you  would 
not  get  ten  persons  out  of  100  in  a  State 
to  approve  of  it.  You  would  not  get  a 
tenth  of  the  popuIati(Hi  of  this  State  to 
approve  of  the  proposal. 

Senator  W.  Russell. — Not  <Bie  out  of  a 
hundred  in  South  Australia. 

Senator  FINDLEY.— When  Senator 
Pearce-  was  speaking  the  other  night,  and 
dealing  particularly  with  defence,  he  said 
that  ^nator  Neild  had^stated  .  that  the 
newspapers  of  Ai^idij^  vneSfcO^timously 
in  favour  of  the  proposal.    He^owed,  ir 
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reply,  that  in  South  Australia  that  was  not 
the  case.  Extracts  from  various  news- 
papers published  in  different  States  could 
be  read,  if  it  was  thought  necessary,  to 
confirm  his  statement ;  but  in  South  Aus- 
tralia, as  Senator  W.  Russell  has  stated, 
the  great  bulk  of  the  people  are  just  as 
strwgly  opposed  to  the  proposal  as  are 
.  some  people  in  Victoria.  There  is  not  a 
newspaper  in  South  Australia  which 
favours  it.  Adelaide  has  the  Register,  the 
Advertiser,  one  or  two  evening  newspapers, 
and  several  weeklies,  but  not  one  news- 
paper in  the  State  approves  of  this  pro- 
posal. The  Register,  as  Senator  Vardon 
knows,  is  a  Conservative  organ. 

Senator  Vardon. — ^That  is  news  to  me. 

Senator  FINDLEY. — In  South  Austra- 
lia there  are  two  modern  dailies — the  Ad- 
vertiser and  the  Register. 

Senator  Vardon. — ^The  Register  is  a 
Liberal  newspaper,  and  the  other  is  a  non- 
descript. 

Senator  FINDLEY.— The  Advertiser  I 
have  always  understood,  and  I  have  had 
opportunities  of  perusing  its  columns,  to  be 
a  Liberal  organ,  and  the  Register  essen- 
tially a  CtMiservative  newspaper. 

Senator  Pearce. — Senator  Vardon  means 
Liberal,  as  it  is  now  interpreted. 

Senator  Vardon. — I  mean  true  Liberal- 
ism. 

Senator  FINDLEY.— The  honorable 
senator  has  in  his  mind  the  new  interpreta- 
tion  of   Cffliservatism.     Amongst  other 

things,  the  Register  of  the  8th  June  says — 
The  attempt  to  spread  the  Dreadnought  panic 
in  Australia  failed  dismally,  a&  it  deserved  to 
fail  among  sensible  and  patriotic  people. 

Senator  Vardon. — That  is  a  very  good 
thing  for  it  to  say. 

Senator  FINDLEY. — Does  the  honor- 
able senator  approve  of  it? 

Senator  Vardon. — Certainly. 

Senator  FINDLEY.— I  am  glad  to 
hear  that.  Probably  we  shall  yet  find  out 
who  are  in  favour  of  giving  a  Dreadnought 
and  who  are  not. 

Senator  Vardon. — The  honorable  sena- 
tor will  admit  now  that  the  Register  is  a 
Liberal  ne^vspaper? 

Senator  FINDLEY. — I  am  very  glad  to 
have  an  admission  from  the  honorable 
senator  that  he  is  not  in  favour  of  the 
Dreadnought  proposal.  The  Register  con- 
tinues— 

In   Somli  Au'tr.'ilia  the  movcineat  renscd  nl- 
mosl         soon   as   it   started — indeed,   it  hardly 
startfii    At   all.     A   similar   remark   applied  to 
all  the  other  Sl.itej  except  New   South  Wales 
I'l    Victoria,    where   a    few    ill-balanced  folk 


strove  desperately  to  arouse  enthusiasm,  bult 
failed  tmquestionably  and  emphatically.  Aus- 
tralians absolutely  refused  to  be  goaded  into 
a  frenzy  to  please  a  score  or  two  of  excitable 

feather-headed  folk. 

That  is  what  the  Register  thinks  of  those 
who  initiated  this  movement. 

Senator  Yaxdon, — The  honorable  senator 
will  think  a  lot  more  of  this  newspaper 
now,  vrill  be  not  ? 

Senator  FINDLEY.— On  that  question 
it  expresses  the  opinicwi  of  a  majority  of 
the  citizens  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Senator  Vardon. — That  is  only  a  sample 
of  its  wisdcun. 

Senator  FINDLEY.— It  is  wise  at  the 
present  time,  anyhow.  In  regard  to  this 
questicKi,  it  goes  on  to  say  that  the  policy 
of  the  Fisher  Government  reflected  the 
opinions  of  the  citizens  of  the  Common- 
wealth. 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Bkst. — Does  the 
Ixxiorable  senator  take  any  otb^  politics- 
fiom  this  source? 

Senator  FINDLEY— No;  but  I  want 

to  know  what  politics  Senator  Best  believes 
in  at  the  present  time.  Is  he  in  favour  of 
giving  a  Dreadnought,  or  against  it  ? 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best.— Read  the 
newspaper. 

Senator  FINDLEY.— At  one  time  the 
honorable  senator  was  very  aiudous  to  have 
a  vote  taken  fxa  the  Dreadnought  proposal ; 
but  as  socxi  as  he  got  into  offise  again  that 
matter  did  not  worry  him  any  moxe.  The 
only  vote  he  really  was  ooncemed  about 
then  was  a  vote  to  displace  the  Labour  Go- 
vernment, and  restore  him  to  the  position 
of  a  Cabinet  Minister.  I  know  what  forces 
are  behind  this  fusion.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  newspaperdom  is  behind  it.  There 
has  been  a  fusion  of  political  parties,  and 
a  fusion  of  newspapers  throughout  Austra- 
lia. There  are  only  two  parties  now  in 
politics — Labour  and  anti-Labour. 

Senator  Walker. — What  about  Sir  Wil- 
liam Lyne? 

Senator  FINDLEY.— Sir  William  Lyne 
is  not  anti-Labour.  Although  he  is  not  a 
member  of  the  Labour  party,  I  venture  to 
say  that  his  attitude  meets  with  the  hearty 
approbation  of  thousands  of  the  citizens  of 
the  Commonwealth. 

Senator  Mut-Cahv. — Of  course  it  does; 
and  with  the  disapprobation  of  many  more 
thousands. 

Senator  FINDLEY.— Xo,  of  very  few 
indeed ;  because,  if  there  is  one  thing  of 
which  the  citizens  generally  approve,  it  is 
that  n  man  oc6ipying  a  pubU?  position 
should  be  consistent  and  true  to  his  pledges. 
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Sir  William  Lyne  has  been  faithful  and 
true  to  his  election  pledges  and  promises. 
He  was  returned  as  a  Liberal  and  Protec- 
tionist, and  has  steadfastly  adhered  to  his 
principles. 

Senator  Mulcahy. — And  yet  he  escaped 
opposititMi  by  the  Labour  party  in  his  own 
constituency  by  only  one  vote — 27  to  26. 

Senator  FINDLEY.— That  should  win 
for  the  honorable  gentleman  the  admira- 
tion of  everybody.  We  are  told  that  the 
<»ily  reason  why  a  number  of  so-called 
Liberals  joined  the  present  fusi<Mi  party 
was  because  thrir  political  existence  was 
threatened  by  outside  Labour  organizations. 
Members  of  Parliament  who  sacrifice  prin- 
ciples in  whidi  they  believe  because  they 
are  "afraid  of  loang  their  seats,  are  not 
entitled  to  much  ccmsideration  or  respect. 
Sir  William  Lyne  was  threatened  with  op- 
positi<Mi  in  his  constituency.  Various 
meetings  of  Labour  leagues  were  held,  and 
urged  that  a  Labour  candidate  should  be 
run  in  opposition  to  him ;  but  that  did  not 
prevent  Sir  William  Lyne  from  remaining 
true  to  the  pledges  he  made  to  the  people 
who  had  returned  him. 

Senator  Mixxen. — What  has  the  honor- ' 
able  senator  to  say  of  the  action  of  the 
Labmir  leagues  in  oppo^ng  a  man  who  he 
snys  was  so  good  and  true? 

Senator  FINDLEY. — =No  one  knows 
better  than  Senator  Millen  that  the 
Labour  leagues  have  been  cal  led  into 
existence  for  the  purpose  of  advancing  the 
Labour  movement.  The  leagues'  platform 
is  published  broadcast,  and  is  sufficiently 
comprehensive.  The  doors  of  admissicxi  to 
the  Labour  party  are  open  wide  to  every 
one  who  wishes  to  j<Mn  the  Labour  move- 
ment. 

Sraator  Cbataway. — At  the  price  of  his 
personal  liberty. 

Senator  FINDLEY.— I  have  heard  that 
gag  so  often,  that  J  am  surprised  to  hear 
Senator  Chataway  repeat  the  hackneyed 
statemoit.  Where  is  there  anv  sacrifice  of 
personal  liberty  on  the  part  of  a  man  who 
says,  *'  I  believe  in  the  platform  and  con- 
stitution of  the  Labour  party,  and  will  be- 
come  a  member  of  it"?  How  does  he 
sacrifice  any  more  than  a  member  of  any 
other  political  party  ?  We  know  that  he  does 
not  do  anything  of  the  kind.  No  member 
of  any  other  political  party  has  greater 
freedom  of  conscience  and  action.  What 
freedom  or  independence  of  action  have 
many  h<niorable  senators  on  the  other  side? 
We  know  that  they  were  not  even  consulted 
about  the  fusion  of  parties. 


Senator  Millen. — The  honorable  senat<»: 
has  just  had  an  instance,  in  the  reply 
given  to  him      Senator  Vardon. 

Senator  FINDLEY.— If  the  honorable 

senator  refers  to  Senator  Vardon's  reply 
to  my  question  regarding  the  offer  of  the 
Dreadnoughi,  I  may  answer  that  I  can  well 
understand  that,  when  the  new  par^  was 
formed,  it  had  no  pc^itical  platfcHra. 

Sitting  suspended  from  6.30  to  7.45  p.m. 

Senator  FINDLEY. — I  was  endeavouring 
to  show  that,  not  only  hag  there  been  a 
fusion  of  certain  political  parties,  but  that 
there  has  been  a  fusion  also  of  the  great 
daily  newspapers  throughout  Australia.  It 
is  because  of  this  big  combination  that  I 
\enture  to  assert  that  not  one  hcmorable 
senator  sitting  on  the  other  side  can  claim 
to-day  to  be  a  free  man.  Every  honorable 
senator  who  is  a  member  of  the  fusion 
party,  and  who  has  subscribed  to  its  plat- 
foma,  whatever  that  may  be,  must  support 
it  up  to  the  hilt.  He  dare  not  break  away 
frOTT.  that  party,  because,  if  he  did,  his 
political  existence  would  be  brought  to  an 
end.  In  every  vote  which  seme  honorable 
senators  oppreite  will  give  upon  matters 
which  have  to  be  dealt  with  by  this  Par- 
liament, they  will  abandon  their  life-long 
principles,  or  their  names  will  be  omitted 
frCMn  the  newspaper  ticket  when  the  general 
election  comes  round.  That  is  a  very 
humiliating  position  for  honwable  senators 
to  be  placed  in. 

Senator  McGregor. — It  is  worse  than 
the  "Caucus." 

Senator  FINDLEY.— As  I  pointed  out, 
in  reply  to  an  interjection  by  Senator 
Chataway,  every  member  of  what  has  been 
called  the  "Caucus"  party  is  a  free 
man.  No  combinaticai  of  the  news- 
papers in  any  part  of  Australia  can 
force  any  Labour  member  to  do  that 
which  he  does  not  belie\-e  to  be  right. 
But  some  honorable  senators  opposite  have 
recently  dcme  what  they  knew  in  their 
hearts  to  be  wrcmg.  in  <x"der  merely  to 
save  their  political  skins.  The  i>resent  Go- 
vernm^t  have  submitted  to  Parliament  a 
printed  statement,  in  which  I  find  ont-  nr 
two  paragraphs,  under  the  heading  "  In- 
dustrial," that  call  for  consideration.  Re- 
ferring to  the  Inter-State  CommissicBi.  I 
find  the  statement  m-^de— 

.\mong  its  duties  will  be  those  of  a  Federal 
Labour  Bureau,  comprisin^a  study  lOf  unem- 
ployment and  of  ^«;^t^gyisi,@@^^  ag.iinst 
unemployment.  O 
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It  is  kiiowa  to  every  observing  man  that 
in  the  city  of  Melbourne  there  are  thou- 
sands of  unemployed.  There  is  not  a 
trade  or  calling  affiliated  with  the  Trades 
and  Labour  Council  of  Victcxia  that  has 
rot  within  its  ranks  scores  of  unemployed 
men,  who  are  anxious  for  work,  and  im- 
I'ble  to  obtain  it.  There  is  not  a  city, 
town,  borough,  or  hamlet  in  ^e  whole  of 
this  State  in  which  there  are  not  many  per- 
sons unemployed.  Recently  I  had  an  op- 
iwrtunity,  with  a  member  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  to  visit  towns  in  the 
Western  District  of  Victoria.  In  each  of 
those  towns  we  were  ocmfrcHited  with  men 
who  had  been  oat  of  work  for  long  periods 
of  time,  -and  who  saw  no  immediate  pros- 
pect of  obtaining  employment.  Recently* 
ill  Warrnambool,  which  is  the  centre  of  a 
very  rich  agricultural  and  pastoral  district, 
;^30o  was  set  aside  by  the  State  Govern- 
ment for  the  plantation  of  marram  grass, 
tc  prevent  the  drifting  of  sea  sand.  F<x 
tliat  work  no  less  than  300  men  were  regis- 
tered for  employment. 

Senator  Gray. — If  the  honorable  sena- 
tor's party  had  ranained  in  office  much 
longer,  there  would  have  been  three  times 
as  many. 

Senator  FINDLEY.— I  intend  to  show 
that  if  the  policy  of  our  party  had  been 
carried  into  e£Fect,  there  would  have  be«i 
few,  if  any,  unemployed  in  any  part  of 

Australia. 

Senator  Peabce. — And  especially  in  the 
part  the  honorable  senatCH*  has  referred  to. 

Senator  FINDLEY. — ^Yes,  that  is  so. 
So  acute  was  the  distress  amongst  those 
seeking  the  empl(^rment  to  which  I  have  re- 
ferred, that  men  were  empl<^ed  upon  it 
(mly  for  short  periods,  so  that  as  many  as 
possible  might  secure  employment.  But  if 
every  one  who  sought  this  wnployment  were 
given  work,  it  would  have  meant  that  there 
would  have  been  only  £1  for  each.  In 
another  paragra^^,  under  the  heading  of 
'*  Industrial,*'  I  find  this  statement — 

An  active  policy  of  immigratiOD  will  be 
undertaken,  and  will  b«  expanded  in  the  light 
of  the  knowledge  made  available  by  the  Com- 
mission and  the  bureau  and,  with,  it  is  hoped, 
the  co-opcration  of  all  the  States. 

Senator  Gray. — Hear,  hear  ! 

Senator  FINDLEY.— I  know  that  that 
paragraph  will  be  warmly  supported  by 
those  who  believe  that  peculation  is 
synonymous  with  prosperity,  ajid  that  all 
that  needs  to  be  done  in  order  to  insure  a 
permanent  and  prosperous  community  is 
to  open  wide  the  gate  to  all  and  sundry 


who  wish  to  ccvne  to  Australia.  But  I  ask 
what  oppOTtunities  <^er  to  the  unemployed 
in  OUT  midst,  let  alone  the  uoemiribyed  in 
other  countries,  to  obtain  land  or  employ- 
ment in  Australia  ?  It  is  true  that  some  of 
the  State  Govonments  have  introduced 
systems  of  immigration.  In  Western  Aus- 
tralia the  State  Government  has  been  carry- 
ing out  such  a  system  for  a  long  time.  But 
recent  events  have  shown  that  in  Perth, 
and  in  the  main  cities  of  Western  Austra- 
lia, there  have  been  agitations  of  unem- 
p  ioyed ,  who  have  been  clamouring  fix 
work,  and  agitations  on  the  part  of  recently 
ai  rived  immigrants  who  have  been  clamour- 
ing  for  land.  Some  recently  arrived  imnu- 
gtants,  who  deputatitmized  the  State  Go- 
vernment, said  that  they  had  been  thnougb 
all  the  States,  and  were  unable  to  get  any 
land,  because  the  best  land  was  all  taken 
up.  One  recently  arrived  immigrant,  who 
i\as  a  member  of  an  tmemployed  deputa 
tion,  said  that  when  he  left  the  Old  Land 
he  was  prtunised  that  as  soon  as  he  arrived 
in  Western  Australia  he  would  be  able  to 
obtain  remunerative  employment  as  a  farm 
labourer.  He  added  that  30s.  per  week  in 
Western  Australia  was  not  as  good  as  15s- 
a  week  in  the  Old  Country,  the  wage  wl^ 
he  was  receiving  before  he  left  for  Austra- 
lia. The  fact  is  that  there  is  ^^ery  littfe 
scope  in  Australia  to-day  for  farm  laboorefs 
or  for  labourers  of  any  other  descriptioD. 
Ir  is  not  that  there  is  not  ample  room  fa 
ten  times  our  present  population ;  but  be- 
cause there  will  never  be  any  permanent 
prosperity  in  Australia  imtil  we  have  in 
power  a  Government  that  realiies  the  causes 

unemployment.  What  are  the  causes  (rf 
unemployment?  They  are,  first  of  all. 
land  mtmopoly.  Whilst  the  lands  are 
monopolized  in  any  State  of  the  Common- 
wc-alth  we  can  never  hope  for  advancement 
or  progress. 

S»iator  MiLLCN. — Is  that  ^  cause  of 
unemployment  in  New  Zealand? 

Senator  FINDLEY. — Land  monopolT 
ha.'  been  extensively  broken  up  in  New 
Zealand,  and  the  Parliament  of  the  Do- 
minion has  shown  the  way  to  the  State 
Parliaments,  and  to  the  nati<Hial  Parlia- 
ment of  the  Commonwealth.  In  Victoria 
recoitly,  we  had  evidence  that  certain  mem- 
bers of  the  State  Government  were  opposed 
to  a  tax  on  land  values.  They  said  ther 
had  nothing  to  learn  from  New  Zealand ; 
and  yet,  after  making  this  statement,  diey 
deputed  the  Minister  for  Lands  to  go  to 
New  Zealand ;  and  since  his  return  the  Go- 
verrunent  have  announced  their  intentioo  to 
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ir-troduce  a  scientific  system  of  land  taxa- 
tion and  development. 

Senator  Millen. — ^What  did  a  New  Zea- 
land delegate  tell  the  Sydney  Trades  and 
Labour  Council? 

Senator  FINDLEY.— It  is  not  shown 
that  the  statements  made  by  one  visits 
from  Kew  Zealand  represented  the  opinions 
■ot  the  people  of  that  country. 

Senator  Pearce. — The  statements  re- 
ferred to  prove  merely  that  the  policy  com- 
imnded  by  the  honorable  senator  has  not 
"bt-en  proceeded  with  far  eiKxigh. 

Senator  FIKDLEV.- — Before  a  progres- 
sive land  tax  was  adopted  in  Xew  Zealand 
population  was  leaving  it  as  fast  as  it 
could,  and  the  Dominion  was  almost 
on  the  verge  of  bankruptcy.  But  when  the 
late  John  Ballance  came  into  power,  he 
promptlv  introduced  a  measure  for  the  taxa- 
tion of  land  values,  which  resulted  in  the 
bursting  up  of  some  of  the  large  estates.  Ad- 
ditional avenues  of  employment  were  thus 
opened  up,  thousands  of  people  were  settled 
upon  the  land,  and  the  clouds  of  depires 
sion  were  superseded  by  the  sunshine  ('f 
prosperity.  There  are  many  measures  on 
the  statute-book  of  New  Zealand  which 
might  be  copied  with  advantage  even  by 
this  Parliament.  I  know  that  we'  have 
frequently  been  told  that  in  the  Common- 
wealth ample  land  is  available  to  those 
who  may  desire  it.  Senator  St.  ledger 
has  declared  that  in  Queensland  alone  there 
are  millions  of  acres  awaiting  development. 
If  that  were  the  case,  it  is  remarkable  that 
the  Government  of  that  State  has,  ior  a 
long  time  past,  been  engaged  in  the  re-pur- 
chase of  e.<;tates  for  closer  settlement  pur- 
poses. In  Victnia,  estate  after  estate 
has  been  re-pUrchased.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  from  1901  to  1908,  the  Victorian  Go- 
vernment have  re-purchased  211,140  acres, 
at  a  cost  of  ;£i,47i,3oo.  The  total  num- 
ber of  persons  settled  upon  the  land  so  re- 
sumed is  1,470. 

Senator    Millen. — People  or  families? 

Senator  FINDLEY.— People. 

Senator    Millen. — Only  200  families? 

Senator  FINDLEY.— My  information  is 
obtained  from  Knibbs'  O^cial  Year-Book. 
I  repeat,  that  for  an  expenditure  of  ap- 
proximately j^i, 500,000,  only  1,470  per- 
sons have  been  settled  upon  the  lands  of 
Victoria.  Moreover,  since  the  Government 
have  appeared  in  the  market  as  a  purchaser 
of  land,  its  value  has  increased  in  every 
direction.  Indeed,  the  result  has  been  a 
perfect  land  boom  in  the  rural  parts  of  this 


State.  At  the  present  time,  land  here  is 
so  dear  that  it  is  well  nigh  impossible  for 
a  man  to  make  a  living  upon  it.  In  New 
South  Wales  particularly,  there  is  mcne 
sweating  uptm  the  land  than  is  to  be  found 
in  any  other  branch  of  industry.  We  have 
proof  of  that  afforded  by  the  Teachers' 
Conference,  which  was  held  not  long  since, 
and  which  made  sMne  startling  revelations 
in  connexion  with  the  employment  of 
children  in  the  dairying  industry. 

Senator  Millen. — Many  of  the  people 
engaged  in  that  industry  purchased 
cheap  land;  but  that  did  nc^'prevent  them 
from  doing  the  cruel  things  about  wlUch 
the  honorable  senator  is  going  to  speak. 

Senator  FINDLEY.— Upon  a  former 
occasion,  I  quoted  extracts  which  showed 
conclusively  that  the  sweating  carried  on  in 
the  dairying  industry  in  New  South  Wales 
and  Victoria  is  due  to  the  high  rents 
which  the  landlords  exact  from  their 
tenants. 

Senator  Millen. — But  the  majority  of 
the  dairy  farmers  in  New  South  Wales  are 
settled  upon  their  own  land. 

Senator  FINDLEY.— I  doubt  that  statft 
ment.  In  New  South  Wales,  the  share 
system  is  extensively  in  operation,  just  as 
it  is  in  everv  other'  State.  A  similar  re- 
mark is  applicable  also  to  the  cultivation  of 
cereals.  In  dealing  with  the  employment 
of  children  in  the  dairying  industry  in  New 
South  Wales,  the  Teachersi'  Conference 
said — 

In  20  schools,  with  an  aggregate  enrolment 
of  855,  no  fewer  than  503  of  the  children 
assisted  in  dairy  work,  the  time  thus  spent 
ranging  from  one  and  ahalf  hours  to  four 
hours  each  day.  In  addition  to  dairy  work 
and  school  work,  117  children  walked  over  two 
miles  to  school.  On  the  average,  157  children 
arrived  at  school  late,  while  119  were  autho- 
rized by  parents  to  leave  early.  Taking  one 
individual  school,  with  an  enrolment  of  96,  50 
children  were  engaged  in  dairving,  35  came 
late,  and  20  left  early,  the  average  time  spent 
111  dairying  work  being  three  hours.  The 
teacher  writes  :— "  Fully  30  per  cent,  are  un- 
fitted to  receive  the  full  benefit  of  instruction, 
as  they  are  nearly  all  drowsy,  languid,  and 
inert  during  the  afternoon  session.  This  is  not 
so  pronounced  in  winter  as  in  summer.  At 
present  few,  if  any,  rise  earlier  than  5  to  5.30; 
but  the  time  is  now  approaching  when  many 
will  rise  at  4  to  4.30  a.m.  This  is  the  cause 
of  the  tired  feeling  which  pervades  the  school 
in  the  afternoon,  and  any  teacher  in  a  dairy 
centre  who  denies  that  it  exists  must  be  bim'- 
self  affected  so  badly  as  to  be  oblivious  of 
his  surroundings."  The  teacher  cites  individual 
cases.  In  one  instance,  two  State  boys,  aged 
lo  and  la  respectively,  have  on  occasions  to 
milk  from  30  to  40  cows.  "  The  worst  cases," 
he   continues,    "  are   those  of   State   boys  and 
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families  engaged  on  shares  or  wages.  In  these 
cases  the  evil  amounts  to  absolute  slavery." 

Senator  Pearce. — Yet,  Senator  McCoU 
moved  to  exempt  agricultural  industries 
from  the  operatiwi  of  the  Commrawealth 
Conciliation  and  Arlritration  Act. 

Senator  Millen.  —  Would  Senator 
Peajce  make  that  Act  apply  to  families? 

Senator  Pearce.— Certainly,   I  would. 

Senator  FINDLEY.— Senator  Millen 
has  not  offered  an\  opposition  to  the 
application  of  that  Act  to  families  in 
other  fields  of  industry.  If  sweating 
be  inimical  to  the  interests  of  a  nation  in 
one  field  of  industry,  surely  it  must  be 
inimical  to  its  interests  if  it  be  practised 
in  other  industries!  In  the  dairying  in- 
dustry, there  are  children  who  are  dwarfed 
in  body  and  stunted  in  mind,  owing  to  the 
evil  of  sweating.  The  forces  of  the  earth 
monopolists  are  behind  the  party  that  now 
occupies  the  Government  benches.  H«e 
is  an  appeal  by  Mi.  Ritchie,  a  wealthy 
squatter  of  the 'Western  District  of  Vic- 
toria— ■ 

I  appeal  to  the  land-owners — big  and  little, 
to  the  farmer,  and  to  those  who  abhor  class 
legislation — legislation  by  a  class  for  a  class, 
and  to  blazes  with  everv  one  else— to  subscribe 
to  this  anti-Socialistic  fund?  ....  To 
further  the  good  cause,  and  to  give  the  anti- 
Socialistic  fund  a  start  in  life,  I  beg  to  say 
that  I  shall  be  happy  to  subscribe  to  it  the  sum 
of  £too. 

Other  land-owners — not  small  farmers,  be- 
cause the  latter  know  their  true  friends  and 
recognise  that  the  members  of  the  Labour 
party  are  th(?ir  best  friends — have  ccm- 
tributed  to  the  fund  thus  initiated,  so  that 
it  has  now  reached  close  upon  ^i,ooo.  For 
what  purpose  is  this  money  to  be  utilized  ? 
Xot  for  the  purpose  of  breaking  up  large 
estates,  but  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  Mr. 
Ritchie  and  others  to  enlarge  the  areas 
which  they  now  liold.  At  the  present  time 
>[r.  Ritehie  owns  an  estate  near  Penshurst 
of  14.000  acres,  and  has  a  relative  who 
owns  another  17,000  acres,  so  that  between 
them  they  hold  31,000  acres.  There  is  a 
fine  metal  road  running  from  Penshurst  to 
Dunkeld,  a  distance  of  eighteen  miles,  and 
along  the  whole  of  that  road  there  is  only 
one  house. 

Senator  Gray. — In  what  State  is  that  ? 

Senator  FINDLEY.— In  Victoria.  Mr. 
Ritchie  and  four  other  land-holders  in  the 
district  own  80,000  acres.      Nearly  three 
decade.<5  ago  some  of  this  land  was  classified 
MWider  the  Berry  Act  as  second  and  third 

ss,  and  was  then  valiffid  at  jQz  and 
acre.  Some  of  the  land  acquired  at 


has  been  let  at  from  8s.  6d.  to  30s.  per  acre 
per  annum.  So  high  have  been  the  rents 
exacted  that  men  who  have  done  their,  best 
to  make  a  livelihood  upon  it,  have  had 
to  give  up  the  task  in  despair.  Upon 
these  estates  only  about  fifty  men  are  per- 
manently emploved.  Under  a  piogresnTe 
land  tajc  these  estates,  as  well  as  others, 
would  be  broken  up,  and  prosperity  would 
be  created,  not  only  in  that  portion  of 
Victoria,  but  in  every  other  part  of  the 
Commonwealth. 

Senator  St.  Ledger.— Will  the  hcmcw- 
eble  senator  give  us  some  proof  of  his  as- 
sertion ? 

Senator  FINDLEY.— I  should  not  mind 
doing  so  to  those  who  would  be  likely  to 
understand  me.  But  the  only  time  the  hon- 
orable senator  is  at  home  is  when  he  is  at- 
tending an  afternoon  tea  party,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  addressing  ladies  with  anti-Social- 
istic tendencies.  Mr.  Ritchie  further  says — 

Like  the  sword  of  Damocles,  there  bangs  over 
the  land-owner  a  Federal  land-fine,  which,  to 
him,  would  spell  Mmetbing  like  ruin.  Is  a 
bursting-up  land-fine  necessary?  The  large 
estates  are  melting  like  snow-wreaths  in  thaw, 
and  in  30  years  the  squatter  will  be  as  extinct 
as  the  dodo.  His  name  is  on  the  list  of  de- 
partures, iind  a  future  generation  will  know 
him  not. 

Unfortunately  the  squatter  is  not 
melting  like  snow  wreaths.  I  hold 
in  my  hand  the  Warrnambool  Stan- 
dard Almanac  for  1909.  It  was  pub- 
lished by  the  proprietors  of  that  news- 
paper, chiefly  for  the  purpose  of.  affording- 
information  to  tourists  visiting  that  part  of 
Victoria.  It  contains  about  xi  pages  re- 
lating to  estates  in  the  Western  District 
alone — estates  ranging  in  area  from  10,000 
to  70,000  acres. 

Senator  Pearce — ^What  price  does  the 
land  realize  there? 

Senator  FINDLEY.— It  has  realized  as 
much  as  ^£130  per  acre.  Some  of  the  land 
there  which  is  now  valued  at  £60  and  jQlo 
per  acre,  was  purdiased  in  the  early  days 
of  settlement  at  £i  per  acre.  Taking  into- 
consideratitHi  the  improvements  which  have 
since  been  effected,  jQ^o  or  ^50  per  acre 
has  probablv  been  added  to  its  value.  Who 
is  responsible  for  this  addition  ?  Would  it 
be  wrong  to  obtain  for  the  commimity  some 
portion  at  least  of  the  added  value  which 
it  has  created  ? 

Senator  Miu.en. — Would  the  tax  pro- 
posed by  the  Labour  party  be  levied  on  the 
unearned  incr«nent? 

Senator  FINDLEY.— The>^TtHpD08ed 
by  the  Labour  par{^it|#etAd^^tMQ§(ISipoi% 
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the  unimproved  value  of  land — the  value 
-which  has  been  created  by  the  increase  of 
population. 

SenatOT  Millen. — I  ask  the  hcmorable 
senator  a  simple  question,  "  Is  the  tax  that 
is  proposed  by  bis  party  a  tax  that  is  to  be 
le\'ied  upon  the  State-earned  increment?" 

Senator  FINDLEY.— It  is  to  be  a  tax 
up(»i  the  increment  earned  by  the  com- 
munity. 

Senator  Millen. — Then  why  make  any 
exempti(m  ? 

Senatw  FINDLEY.— Because  in  the  first 
.    place  we  are  concerned  with  the  breaking 

up  of  big  estates.  Earth  monopoly  is  harm- 
ful to  every  country  in  which  it  exists. 

Senator  Millen. — If  the  honorable  sena- 
tor's party  wish  to  levy  on  the  State-owned 
increment,  they  ought  to  levy  irrespective  of 
the  people  who  own  the  land. 

Senator  FINDLEY.— No  matter  what  we 
proposed,  nearly  every  member  of  the  pre- 
sent fusion  party  would  oppose  it.  Before 
long,  the  people  of  Australia  will  have  an 
oppcMtunity  of  expressing  their  opinion  in 
regard  to  the  fusion  which  has  been  formed, 
a  fusion  for  the  purpose  mainly  of  ad- 
vancing the  interests  of  a  small  coterie  of 
individuals  who  have  little  or  no  considera- 
tion for  the  welfare  of  the  masses. 

Senator  Gray. — Untrue. 

Senator  FINDLEY. — I  have  no  hope  of 
good  from  any  legislatiwi  that  will  be  in- 
troduced by  the  present  Government.  What 
reliance  can  be  placed  upon  a  policy  an- 
anating  from  them?  Mr.  Joseph  Cook, 
the  Minister  of  Defence,  said,  at  Bendigo, 
that  the  new  Protecti(m  policy  was  a  mad- 
cap scheme  not  worthy  of  serious  considera- 
tion. So  far  as  my  knowledge  goes,  Sena- 
tor Millen  showed  his  opposition  to  the  new 
Protection  scheme  when  it  was  first  intro- 
duced. 

Senator  Millen. — That  is  incorrect ;  I 
voted  for  it.  I  suggest  to  the  honorable 
senator  that  he  should  occasionally  tell  the 
truth. 

Senator  FINDLEY.— At  any  rate,  I  am 
-correct  in  r^ard  to  Mr.  Cook,  and  I  am 
certain  that  scwne  at  least  of  those  who  are 
supporting  the  Government,  not  only  op- 
posed Protection  for  manufacturers  when 
the  Tariff  was  under  consideration,  but 
made  it  clear  that  thev  were  opposed  to 
all  forms  of  Protection.  Senator  Gray 
worked  himself  into  a  frenzy  in  his  oppo- 
sition to  the  Tariff,  and  to  the  suggestion 
that  there  should  be  a  comprehensive  and 
all-embracing  scheme  of  Protection.  The 
Age   said,   when   it   was   first  proposed 


to  bring  about  the  fusion  of  parties, 
that  such  an  alliance  would  be  like 
that  of  a  lamb  with  a  leopard.  But  the 
unnatural  alliance  has  been  consummated. 
I  do  not  know  what  members  of  Parliament 
the  Age  writer  had  in  his  mind.  The  pro- 
babilities are  that  by  the  lan^s  he  meant 
such  as  the  three  Liberal  members  of  the 
Senate— Senators  Keating,  Best,  and  Tren- 
with — and  by  the  leopards  he  probably 
qieant  all  tt^pse  who  hold  views  in  contra- 
distinction to  thdrs.  The  leopard  cannot 
change  his  spots.  Neither  can  political 
leopards.  They  have  merely  dianged  their 
seats. 

Senator  Millen. — So  has  the  honorable 
senator's  party. 

Senator  FINDLEY.— But  we  have  not 
changed  our  opinions,  nor  have  we  changed 
our  policy,  which  is  understood  by  every 
<Mie  who  IS  opposed  to  us. 

Senator  Pulsford. — It  is  principally  a 
policy  of  ' '  weeping,  and  wailing,  and 
gnashing  of  teeth." 

Senator  FINDLEY.— There  is  no  wail- 
ing and  gnashing  of  teeth  on  our  part  be- 
cause we  are  in  Opposition,  but  there  is 
detestation  with  respect  to  the  change  of 
opinions  of  certain  honorable  senators  op- 
posite. The  ccKubination  is  unnatural,  and, 
therefore,  I  believe  that  it  will  be  brought 
to  a  speedy  termination.  I  am  satisfied  that 
the  fusion  cannot  hang  together  for  a 
lengthened  period,  because  it  consists  of 
so  many  divergent  views  and  contrary 
parties,  constituted  of  the  flotsam  and  jet- 
sam of  almost  every  political  party  that 
we  have  had  in  Australia  since  the  incep- 
tion of  Federation.  How  can  we  expect 
such  a  party  to  work  for  Australia's  great- 
ness and  advancement  ?  The  thing  is  im- 
possible. The  motion  before  the  Chair  is 
that  a  paper  be  printed.  The  paper  is  al- 
ready printed,  and,  therefore,  the  motion 
simply  means  that  we  are  asked  to  approve 
of  the  policy  of  the  Government,  whatever 
it  is.  The  more  one  reads  the  statement, 
the  more  difficult  it  is  to  understand  it. 
But  whatever  it  contaiif^  

Senator  Pulsford. — T^e  hwiorable  sena- 
tor is  against  it. 

Senator  FINDLEY. — I  am  certainly  op- 
posed to  it.  I  am  opposed  to  the  present 
Government,  and  so  is  every  honorable  sena- 
tor sitting  on  this  side  of  the  Chamber. 
We  are  determined  to  utilize  every  legiti- 
mate opportunity  to  bring  the  present  com- 
bination to  a  speedy  end. 

Senator  TREN WITH^^Victoria)  [8. 1 7]. 
— I  do  not  knoYiDitftaldlylha^M^v^  spoken 
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in  this  debate  ercept  for  the  fact  that  I 
have  been  personally  named  by  several 
speakers.  It  appears  to  me  that  the  de- 
bate is  bound  to  be  a  fruitless  one,  and  it 
is  occupying  time  that  might  be  more  pro- 
fitably employed.  Senator  Pearoe  was,  I 
think,  the  first  to  refer  to  me  as  sitting  over 
here  in  company  with  Senator  Gray,  Senator 
Pulsford,  and  Senator  Dobson.  My  answer 
to  that  is  that  I  have  never  sat  anywhere 
else  than  where  I  now  sit  since  X  have  been 
in  the  Senate,  and  that  I  have  done  so  for 
physical  reasons.  Without  regard  to  those 
in  power,  I  shall  continue  to  sit  here,  so 
that  the  seat  which  I  occi^y  does  not  in- 
dicate anything.  But  it  is  perhaps  due  to 
mv  COTirades  in  the  Senate,  and  to  the 
100,000  odd  people  who  voted  for  me  at  the 
election,  that  I  should  define  ray  attitude 
in  regard  to  the  present  situation.  When 
we  disi)ersed  for  the  recess,  I  was  sitting  here 
in  conjunction  with  supporters  of  the  late 
I^abour  Government.  My  honorable  friends 
opposite  know  that  my  sympathies  during 
the  whole  of  my  political  life  hare  been 
with  the  aspirations  of  the  Labour  party. 

Senator  Pearce.— They  always  have 
been. 

Senator  TREXWITH.-  And  my  poli- 
tical acts  have  been  in  the  same  direction. 
However,  the  Labour  Government  was  dis- 
possessed. Now,  I  had  some  voice  in  the 
discussion  as  to  whether  they  should  be  dis- 
possessed, and,  as  vigcn'ously  as  I  was 
able,  I  urged  that  an  effort  to  remo\'e  them 
from  dike  should  not  be  made.  But  the 
party  with  whom  I  have  also  been  asso- 
ciated during  my  political  life — the  Demo- 
cratic party  in  Victoria — decided  that  their 
support  of  the  Government  should  be  with- 
drawn. Singularly  enough,  it  was  with- 
drawn in  exactly  the  manner  in  which  the 
I>abour  party's  support  of  the  Deakin  Go- 
\-emment  was  withdrawn.  Admittedly,  the 
Labour  party  had  no  fault  to  find  with  their 
policy. 

Senator  Pearce. — Yes,  we  had. 

Senator  TREXWITH.-  -That,  at  all 
events,  was  my  impression.  The  Labour 
party  sent  a  notice  to  the  Deakin  Govern- 
ment— a  formal,  polite,  and  courteous 
notice — .stating  that  the  Government  could 
not  rely  upon  their  support  any  further. 
\o  reason  was  git'en,  except  that  the  time 
for  withdrawing  the  support  had  arrived. 
That  is  my  recollection  of  the  case.  The 
Deakin  Government  were  put  out,  and  thev 
recognised,  as  far  as  their  action  went,  that 
\eir  removal  was  inevitable,  and  that  it  was 


not  a  matter  to  scream  o\'er  or  screech  about,. 
or  an  occasion  for  making  a  noise,  or  calling 
nasty  names.  They  retired.  There  was,  as- 
I  understand,  a  desire  on  the  part  of  those 
whs  were  in  direct  Opposition  to  coalesce- 
with  Mr.  Deakin  and  the  Deakin  party,  as- 
the  Labour  party  had  coalesced  with  the- 
OppcMition  to  put  out  the  Deakin  party. 

Senator  Pearce. — We  did  not  coalesce- 
with  them.  They  voted  with  us,  but  we- 
did  not  approach  them,  nor  did  they  ap- 
proach us. 

Senator  TREXWITH.— The  Opposition 
voted  with  the  Labour  party.  Mr.  Deakin* 
refused  to  be  any  party  to  the  procedure- 
that  was  suggested  to  him.  I  think  that 
that  was  a  gracious  and  a  proper  position 
for  him  to  take.  The  new  Government  had 
a  right  to  have  time  in  which  to  frame  their 
proposals  and  present  them  to  the  country 
and  to  Parliament.  The  support  of  Mr. 
Deakin's  party  was  the  absolutely  neces- 
sary condition  of  the  Labour  Government 
having  the  chance  to  succeed  with  its 
policy.  ■  But  it  proceeded  at  once,  or  as 
quicklv  as  it  possibly  could,  to  give  notice 
to  quit  to  those  people  upon  whom  it  must 
rely  for  its  continued  existence.  Personally, 
that  OHisideration  would  not  influence  me. 
It  never  has  done.  But  I  can  jeasilv  under- 
stand the  attitude  of  men  who  said,  "  These 
people  have  declared  their  desire  that  they 
shall  not  be  further  burdened  with  our  sup- 
port ;  they  have  expressed  their  desire  that 
we  shall  be  removed  from  the  arena  that 
enables  us  to  support  them ;  therefore,  it 
is  necessary  for  us  to  r(Mi»der  bow  the  prin- 
ciples in  which  we  belie\'e  may  be  main- 
tained." 

Senator  McGregor.  —  What  troubled 
them  was  how  their  skin  might  be  pro- 
tected. 

Senator  TREXWITH.— I  am  presenting 
the  case  as  it  occurs  to  me.  Mv  honorable 
friend  knows.  I  think — he  ought  to  know, 
at  any  rate—  that  there  are  very  few  poli- 
tical differences  fx^tiveen  him  and  me.  I 
am  as  anxious  as  he  can  possible  be  to  see 
manv  of  the  advance?d  democratic  ^■iews  in 
whicli  I  belieA-e  embodied  in  the  statute- 
book  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Senator  Findley.— Does  the  hc»iorable 
senator  think  there  is  anv  hope  of  securing 
them  from  the  present  Go\-emment? 

Senator  TREXWITH.— I  shall  state 
what  my  hopes  are.  I  am  ^-ndeavour- 
ing  to  point  out  clearlv  the  situaticHi 
a."!  it  presents  itself  to  my  mind.  As  T  have 
said,  I  spoke  and  voted  agajnst  a  similar 
message  being  sentD^ij^;fe(i^|eMin- 
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ister,  Mr.  Fisher,  as  had  I>een  sent  to  the 
previous  Prime  Minister.  Mr.  Deakin. 
Then  a  further  question  arose,  and  that 
was  a  proposal  to  amalganxate,  coalesce  or 
form  an  alliance,  with  the  direct  Opp(»i- 
tioa  The  ground  on  which  that  alliance 
was,  it  was  said,  to  be  made  was  that  the 
Opposition  had  agreed  <  to  a  very  large 
number  of  the  views  which  I  held  and  have 
held  for  years,  and  which  honorable  sena- 
tors opposite  hold  and  have  held  for  years. 
For  instanpe,  as  honorable  senators  know, 
during  all  my  political  career  I  have  been 
STi  extremely  militant  Protectionist.  Per- 
haps I  may  be  wrwig,  but  I  earnestly  be- 
lieve in  that  policy,  and  the  allegation  is 
that  the  Opposition  have  agreed  that  there 
shall  be  no  interfering  with  the  Tariff  in 
the  direction  of  Free  Trade,  and  that  so 
far  as  there  is  any  interference  to  remove 
ancMnaiies  it  shall  be  on  the  lines  of  the 
Protectionist  policy.  I  do  not  know  whether 
they  are  in  earnest  about  that,  and  can 
l>e  relied  upcm;  but  if' they  are  I  do  not 
care  that  during  all  their  lives  they  have 
be«i  engaged  in  resisting  Protection.  My 
practice  has  always  been  to  accept  good 
from  wherever  it  came,  however  unlikely 
it  was  that  good  could  ccrnie  from  that 
source.  In  that  connexion  I  am  perfectly 
easy  in  my  mind,  though  Senator  W. 
Russell  assures  me  that  if  I  were  to  go  to 
Adelaide  now  to  say  anything  on  political 
matters  I  should  be  gagged.  I  do  not 
Ijelieve  it.  I  do  not  believe  that  in  Ade- 
laide or  anywhere  else  the  people  of  Aus- 
tralia who  have  observed  my  acti<ms  for  the 
last  thirty  years,  would  do  that. 

Senator  W.  Russell. — ^That  is  unfair. 

Senator  TRENWITH.— I  understood 
the  honOTable  senator  to  say  so.  Will  he 
tell  me  what- he  did  say?  I  shall  be  glad 
to  resume  my  seat  for  a  moment  if  he  will, 
as  I  do  not  wish  to  misrepresent  him. 

Senator  ,W.  Russell. — I  did  not  sav 
what  the  honorable  senator  stated,  but  I 
said  that  when  he  visited  South  Australia 
he  was  a  party  politician  and  was  running 
in  the  interests  of  Protection  and  Demo- 
cracy. God  knows  where  he  is  now,  when 
he  is  following  such  a  cro^vd  as  Senator 
Pulsf(»:d  and  others. 

Senator  TRENWITH.— That  does  not 
explain  what  the  honorable  senator  said  be- 
fore.  However,  I  will  assume  that  he 
did  not  say  what  I  attributed  to  him. 

Senator  W.  Russell. — I  did  not. 

Senator  TRENWITH.— The  honorable 
senator  said  just  now  that  Go3  knows  where 


I  am  now.  That  is  so  obvious  that  it  need 
not  have  been  stated;  but  apart  from  that 
any  perscm  who  knows  me  knows  where 
I  am  now. 

Senator  W.  Russell. — Where  the  hrai- 
orabte  senator  was  then  thev  knew,  but  not 
where  he  is  now. 

Senator  TRENWITH.— I  am  a  Protec- 
tionist who  intends  to  do  all  I  can  on  every 
occasion  to  have  the  Protectionist  policy  of 
this  country  made  as  completely  scientific 
as  possible.  I  am  a  Protectionist  who, 
whenever  the  Tariff  is  touched  and  I  .have 
power  to  influence  the  decision,  will  en- 
deavour to  make  it  as  perfect  as  possible  on 
the  lines  of  Protection,  and  wherever  it  is 
proposed  to  alter  it  in  anv  direction,  will 
resist  that  with  all  the  vigour  I  possess. 
That  is  my  jKisition  cm  that  point. 

Senator  E.'J-  Russell.— The  honorable 
senator  may  be  a  good  swimmer,  but  he  will 
admit  that  he  has  a  big  stone  round  his 
neck. 

Senator  TRENWITH.— I  have  nothing 
round  my  neck  except  a  collar.  These 
honorable  senators  who  are  sitting  by  me, 
and  to  whom  the  honorable  senator  refers 
ns  being  round  my  neck  have  been  my  com- 
rades here  for  nearly  six  years.  The  bulk 
of  them  have  held  views  very  widely 
diverging  f  ran  mine.  During  the  whole  of 
that  period  I  have  dcme  them  the  honour 
to  acknowledge  that  they  earnestly  differed 
fitmi  me,  and  that  they  believed  that  they 
were  right.  They  claim  now,  some  of 
them,  to  be  willing  and  prepared  to  believe 
in  some  of  the  views  I  hold.  If  they  are 
prepared  to  give  effect  to  them  I  am  here 
to  assist  them  by  every  means  in  my  power. 
That  is  my  position. 

Senator  McGregor. — Will  the  honorable 
senator  wait  until  they  take  the  initiative? 

Senator  TRENWITH.— I  am  waiting. 
I  have  not  said  anything  objectionable  to 
my  friends  opposite,  as  they  know, 
although  some  persons  have  said  things  of 
me  aggressively.  I  do  not  allude  to  hor 
or{U>Ie  senators,  because  I  have  to  acknov 
ledge  that  from  them  I  have  received  tKi- 
greatest  possible  courtesy  and  kindness,  and 
r  believe  confidence.  I  refer  to  mem 
bers  of  an  organization  who  for  years  have 
.said  things  of  me  and  at  me  and  to  me 
for  which  there  was  no  warrant,  and  it 
will  be  observed  by  any  person  who  has 
taken  any  n<^ice  that  I  have  never  hit  back 
or  said  anvthing  in  return.  I  am  not  hit- 
ting back  now.  It  is  only  when  it  is  said 
that    I  am  in  an  awkward  positifm  that 
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difficulty.  I  am  perfectly  independent. 
SenatCff  Findley  mentiwied  my  name  several 
times,  and  spoke  of  honorable  senators 
on  this  side  as  being  press  fettered  or  in 
same  other  way  fettered.  But  permit  me 
to  inform  him,  and  anybody  else  who 
thinks  that  I  am  press  or  otherwise 
fettered,  that  I  am  not  built  that  way.  I 
never  have  been,  and  am  not  likely  to  be 
fettered  by  any  consideration  other  thaii 
my  judgment  of  what  is  right.  My  por- 
tion is  that  if  the  Labour  Government  had 
been  permitted  to  remain  in  c^oe  there  was 
a  great  deal  of  its  policy  which  I  should 
have  ardently  indorsed.  It  was  not  per- 
mitted to  remain ;  it  is  not  here  to  present 
its  policy,  but  I  am  a  trustee  of  the  people 
of  Victoria  sent  here  to  watch  the  legisla- 
tion that  is,  presented,  and  to  endeavour  to 
advance  arid  facilitate  the  carrying  of 
measures  in  the  interests  of  the  people. 

Senator  Givens. — Can  the  honorable 
senator  accanplish  that  better  in  a  Free 
Trade  camp  than  he  could  on  this  ade 
of  the  Senate? 

Senator  TRENWITH.  —  The  present 
Government  has  pa-esented  a  paper  which 
is  now  under  discussion.  It  contains  a 
proposal  for  facilitating  what  we  call  the 
new  Protection.  Honordble  senators  know 
that  I  have  been  amongst  the  foronost 
and  most  ardent  advocates  of  that  form 
of  ProtectiOT.  I  had  the  honour  to  carry 
into  legislative  effect  the  first  resolution 
ever  passed  in  Australia  for  giving  effect 
to  the  principle.  I  am  vesy  proud  of 
that. 

Senator  Findley. — The  honorable  sena- 
tor is  identified  with  a  map  who  has  been 
doing  all  he  could  to  kill  the  principle — 
W.  H.  Irvine. 

Senator  TRENWITH.— If  it  is  pos- 
sible by  any  means,  with  W.  H.  Irvine 
or  anybody  else,  to  advance  the  principle 
another  stage,  I  am  prepared  to  so  ad- 
vance it,  because  my  yiew  has  always  been 
that  the  important  conideraticHi  is  that  the 
ri  gh  t  t h  in  gs  should  be  done,  not  who 
should  do  them. 

Senator  Pearce. — Is  the  hwiorable  sena- 
tor hopeful? 

Senator  TRENWITH.— I  do  not  pro- 
pose just  now  to  say  anything  about  that, 
but  I  would  remind  my  honorable  friends 
of  a  similar  circumstance  in  connexion  with 
myself,  and  some  persons  as  divergent 
from  me  as  W.  H.  Irvine.  When  the 
fnto  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  which 
we  now  applaud,  was  trwnbling  in  the 


balance  in  Victoria,  1,  as  a  member  of  the 
Convention,  who  was  v^y  mudi  dissatisfied 
with  some  of  the  provi»(xis  of  the  Bill* 
but  still  convinced  that  on  the  whole 
it  was  a  Bill  that  we  ought  to 
indorse,  said  so.  I  was  on  a  plat- 
form to  advocate  its  acceptance,  with 
Mr.  Murray  Smith,  Mr.  J.  B.  Patterson, 
Mr.  Duncan  Gillies,  and  a  number  of 
others  who  were  called  the  most  ultra 
Tories  in  Victoria,  and  I  was  twitted  with 
that.  I  replied,  "  It  does  not*  matter  to 
me  who  come  on  to  my  platform  I  wel- 
ocnne  them,"  and  some  members  of  the 
Labour  cu-ganlzation  in  Victoria  called  me 
traitor.  I  have  had  that  term  yelled  out 
at  me  in  the  street  because  of  that  act. 
At  that  time  the  Labour  party  in  Victoria 
were  opposed  to  the  acceptance  of  the  Con- 
stitution Bill  on  the  ground  that  it  was 
undemocr.itic,  and  I  was  called  a  traitor 
because,  with  a  fuller  knowledge,  and,  per- 
haps, in  some  instances,  with  a  better 
judgment,  I  thought  it  on  the  whole  a 
democratic  Bill.  Haiorable  saiaton  know 
that  now  the  Labour  party  think  that  it 
is  an  extremely  democratic  Constitution, 
not  yet  what  they  would  like,  but  better 
than  anything  that  surrounds  us  on  any 
hand,  jand  they  are  anxious,  some  of 
them,  to  bring  all  legislation  under  its 
provisions  by  means  of  unification. 

Senator  E.  J.  Russell.— Is  it  not  fair 
to  state  that  as  the  result  of  the  Labour 
party's  opposition  certain  clauses  were 
amended  at  the  Premiers'  Conference? 

Senator  TRENWITH.— Na 

Senator  E.  J.  Russell. — Clauses  deal- 
ing with  great  vital  questions? 

Senator  TRENWITH.— No.  The  point 
I  want  to  emphasize  is  that  some  of  these 
men,  while  they  have  admitted  by  their 
actions  and  their  efforts,  that  my  intuition 
or  my  skill,  or  mv  juHgment,  or  whatever 
they  may  choose  to  call  it,  was  better  than 
theirs  at  that  time,  came  round  to  my 
view,  and  adopted  the  Constitution  as  a 
great  advance,  have  not  yet  ceased  to  call 
me  traitor. 

Senator  Findley. — Is  it  not  a  fact  that 
the  opposition  to  the  honorable  senator 
was  mainly  because  of  his  opposition  to 
adult  suffraf^c?  He  was  opposed  to  the 
womanhood  of  Australia  being  en- 
franchised. 

Senator  TRENWITH.— My  honorable 
friend  is  entirely  in  error. 

Senator  FiNDtEV^^^i5^@oogle 
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Senator  TRENWITH.— My  honorable 
friend  cannot  have  read  the  debates  in  the 
C(xivention. 

Senator  Findlev. — I  am  not  speaking 
about  that  time. 

Senator  TRENWITH.— It  is  not  true 
that  I  was  opposed  to  womanhood  suf- 
frage at  any  time. 

SenatcH*  Findlev. — Was  not  the  honor- 
able senator  present  at  a  meeting  in  the 
Town  Hall  here  when  a  division  was 
taicen.,  and  did  he  not  oppose  the  intro- 
ducticMi  of  adult  suffrage  under  the  Bill  ? 

Senator  TRENWITH.- No. 

Senator  Findley. — I  think  that  T  can 
turn  up  the  records,  and  show  the  honor- 
able senator  that  did. 

Senator  TRENWITH.— My  honoraMe 
friend  is  in  error.  I  can  tell  him  what 
he  is  thinking  of.  if  the  President  will 
kindly  permit  me.  Some  years  ago  there 
uas  a  meeting  held  at  the  Town  Hall  to 
form  a  league.  I  think  it  was  a  Federal 
le.igue.  It  was  proposed  to  mix  two 
i';';iies,  and  I  objected  to  another  issue 
l-einf;  added  to  the  one  under  discus5i<Hi. 
I  forget  now  the  subject,  but  I  am  per- 
ff^tly  clear  that  my  objection  was  not  to 
the  granting  of  womanhood  suffrage,  be- 
cause I  had  always  been  in  favour  of 
fhat ;  in  fart,  I  had  nlwavs  advocated 
it  from  every  platform  where  I  had  the 
opportunity,  and  T  was  president  of  the 
league  in  Victoria  when  we  succeeded  in 
achieving  our  object.  The  ground  of  my 
objection  on  that  occasion  was  the  mixing 
of  two  issues.  That  shows  the  unfairness 
of  that  kind  of  opposition 'that  twists  cir- 
cumstances unwarrantably,  in  order  to 
make  it  appear  that  a  man  holds  views 
which  he  does  not. 

Si^nator  Findi.f.y. — There  was  no  twist- 
ing about  it.  The  proposition  was  that 
no  franchise  would  be  acceptable  to  the 
people  of  Victeda  unless  it  embodied 
adult  suffrage.  A  vote  was  taken  in  my 
presence,  and  the  honorable  senator  voted 
against  it. 

.  Senator  TRENWITH.— I  succeeded  in 
preventing  the  motion  from  being  carried, 
hut.  not  because  T  did  not  favour  woman- 
hrod  suffrage,  seeing  that  at  that  time 
I  was  working  for  its  adoption.  But  as- 
sume for  argument  sake  that  my  honorable 
friend  belongs  to  some  church  organization, 
and  that  its  members  are  discussing  some 
proposal. 

Senator  Stewart. — It  does  not  matter, 
as  it  is  ancient  history. 


Senator  TRENWITH— It  does  matter, 
because  these  things  are  being  twisted.  I 
will  assume  that  Senator  Findley  is  en- 
gaged in  dealing  with  a  trade  union  matter, 
and  some  one  comes  forward  with  a  pro- 
position which  is  entirely  irrelevant  to  the 
issue.  If  it  were  relevant,  Senate  Findley 
would  be  in  acccvd  with  it;  but,  being 
irrelevant,  the  honorable  senator  would  very 
properly  say,  "I  quite  agree  with  your 
view,  but  this  is  not  the  time  or  place  for 
your  proposition."  That  is  the  kind  of 
opposition  I  presented  at  the  time  to  which 
Senator  Findley  refers.  Of  course,  all 
who  know  me  are  aware  that  it  is  incorrect 
to  say  that  I  ever  was  opposed  to  the 
female  franchise.  Indeed,  in  supporting 
the  Constitution  Bill  throughout  Vic- 
toria, I  argued  that  the  provision  it 
made  for  adult  suffrage  was  one  of  the 
elements  of  its  splendidly  democratic 
character.  It  was  made  imperative,  under 
the  Constitutiwi,  that  the  franchise  for 
Australia  must  be  an  adult  franchise.  We 
provided  that  the  Federal  Parliament  might 
create  a  uniform  franchise ;  but  it  could 
not  take  from  any  citizen  or  set  of  citizens 
the  franchise  they  enjoyed,  and,  as  the 
women  had  the  franchise  in  South  Australia 
at  the  time  the  Constitution  was  framed, 
it  was  imperative  that,  whene\'er  a  uniform 
franchise  was  adopted,  it  must  include 
e^ry  adult  in  Australia.  So  Senator 
Findley  will  see  that  he  was  in  error  in 
his  assumption  that  that  was  the  ground  of 
objection  to  me. 

Senator  Findley. — It  was  one  of  the 
grounds. 

Senator  TRENWITH.— I  have  dealt 
with  this  personal  matter  because  of  the 
rather  pointed,  though,  I  think,  not  un- 
friendly, manner  in  which  my  name  has 
been  referred  to.  I  have  shown  that  my 
attitude  upon  that  occasion  was  similar  to 
my  attitude  upon  this.  I  was  prepared, 
and  always  will  be,  I  hope,  to  accept  the 
assistance  of  any  person  frwn  any  quarter 
in  the  direction  I  think  it  proper  to  go. 

Senator  Findley. — How  can  the  hon- 
orable senator  expect  assistance  from  a 
person  who  tells  him  publicly  that  he  is 
opposed  to  what  he  believes. 

Senator  TRENWITH.— To  whom  does 
the  honorable  senator  refer? 

Senator  Findley, — To  the  honorable 
member  for  Flinders,  who  stated  that  he 
does  not  believe  in  the  new  Pxotection,  and 
to  Mr.  Joseph  Cook,  who  described  it  as 
a  "madcap"  svstem.  ("^Spw^fA  Senator 
Trenwith  expeetSitgggi^^i^^Shem. 
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Senator  TRENWITH.— I  am  not  in  al- 
liance with  Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine,  or  with  Mr. 
Joseph  Cook.    I  am  here  as  a  trustee  of 

.  he  people  of  Victoria  to  secure,  npt  in  the 
.istant  future,  but,  if  possible,  now,  legis- 
ition  upon  the  lines  that  I  have  always 
.  dvocated.  If  it  should  happen  that  the 
.iew  taken  of  the  present  Government  by 
ray  honorable  friends  opposite  is  correct, 
and  that  Senator  Millen  is  actuated  only 
by  a  consideration  of  the  convenience  of 
being  in  <^6tx,  I  shall  know  what  to  do, 
but  I  venture  to  hope  and  to  think  that 
it  is  not  sa  Senator  Millen  and  my- 
self have  been  opposed  on  most  issvm ;  but 
I  have  never  seen  anything  about  the  hon- 
ixable  senator  which  would  lead  me  to 
assume  that  he  is  dishonest. 

Senator  Findlev. — Senator  Millen  is  a 
very  new  Protectionist. 

Senator  TRENWITH.  —  That  is  so. 
There  was  a  time  when  other  members  of 
this  Senate  were  "new"  Pratecti<Mii$ts j 
and  a  time,  since  my  presence  here,  when 
other  honorable  senators  who  have  been 
very  loud  in  their  ailvocacy  of  Protection, 
declared  that  Free  Trade  was  the  proper 
policy.  I  do  not  think  that  they  were  dis- 
honest when  they  said  that  Free  Trade  was 
right.  I  believe  that  thev  thought  so.  I 
do  not  think  they  are  dishonest  now  wh«i 
they  say  that  Protection  is  right.  I  believe 
that  tiiey  have  been  converted.  I  think 
that  is  a  fair  and  proper  assumption ;  and 
it  is,  at  any  rate,  tlie  assumption  on  which 
I  desire  to  proceed. 

Senator  McGregor. — The  homvable 
senator  is  verv  guileless. 

Senator  TRENWITH.— It  seems  to  me 
that  political  life  would  be  intolerable  IT 
we  had  always  to  assume  that  the  men  who 
differ  from  us  are  rascals. 

Senator  Givens. — We  do  not  object  to 
their  differing  from  us ;  but  we  do  object 
to  the  Jim  Crow  jumping  they  do. 

Senator  TRENWITH.— My  honorable 
friends  opposite  gave  a  good  deal  of  time, 
during  the  recent  recess,  to  platform  advo- 
cacy. 

Senator  Pearce. — That  is  not  unusual. 

Senator  TRENWITH.— No;  but  I  am 
speaking  now  in  reply  to  Senator  Givens' 
reference  to  Jim  Crow  jtmi[Hng.  I  do  not 
know  how  Jim  Crow  jumped. 

Senator  Pearce. — I  addre-ssed  fewer 
meetings  during  the  last  recess  than  during 
any  other ;  but  I  got  more  space  "from  the 
newspapers. 

Senator  TRENWITH.— I  am  not  blam- 
Inu  the  honorable  senator  for  having  ad- 


dressed meetings  J  but  I  am  sure  thdt  ac 
erery  meeting  he  addressed,  he  tried  » 
strengthen  the  convictions  of  those  who 
agreed  with  him,  and  to  craivert  some  who 
did  not  agree  with  him.  When  you  hive 
succeeded  in  converting  a  man  who  was  pre- 
viously violently  opposed  to  you,  do  you 
call  him  a  Jim  Crow  jumper?  Do  you  not 
say,  "  Well  done,  old  man,  I  am  glad  to 
see  you  cmi  our  side  at  last  "7  Honorable 
senators  opposite  will  permit  me  to  sav  to 
my  htmorable  friend,  Senator  Gray,  "Well 
done,  old  man,  I  am  glad  to  see  you  on  our 
side  at  last." 

Senator  McGregor. — There"  is  too  much 
make  believe  about  that. 

Senator  TRENWITH.— I  hope  it  may 
be  found  to  be  true. 

Senator  Gray. — Honorable  soiators  op- 
posite do  not  realize  that  it  is  possible  fw 
us  to  think  more  of  Australia  than  of  our 
individual  opiniwis. 

Senator  TRENWITH.— I  hope  I  have 
stated  the  position. 

Senator  Givens. — Hope  implies  expecta- 
ticHi ;  does  the  honorable  senator  expect  it  ? 

Senator  TRENWITH.— If  I  do  not  get 
it}  I  shall  be  found  in  oppositicsi  to  them ; 
that  is  all.  I  am  not  bound  by  the  press 
criticism,  or  by  any  other  consideratiwi,  to 
go  with  an  individual,  a  party,  or  a  host, 
that  I  do  not  believe  is  going  the  right 
road.  I  never  have  been,  and  I  never 
shall  be,  so  bound. 

Senator  Findley. — Why  did  not  the 
honorable  senator  follow  the  party  that  pro- 
mised most,  and  that  was  prepared  to  do 
most? 

Senator  TRENWITH.— To  which  party 
does  the  honorable  sc-nator  refer  ? 

Senator  Findlev. — The  Labour  party. 
The  honorable  senator  left  them  when  they 
brought  forward  their  policy. 

Senator  TRENWITH.— I  hare  not  left 
them.  They  are  not  in  cAce.  If  they 
were  on  this  side  I  should  be  found  sitting 
behind  than  now.  Honorable  senators  op- 
posite know  that  that  is  correct. 

Senator  Givens. — Is^it  necessary  in  ord?a- 
to  secure  the  honorable  senator's  support 
that  the  party  that  gets  it  must  be  in  office  ? 

Senator  TRENWITH.— No,  that  is  not 
necessary.  In  order  to  secure  my  suppc»t 
there  must  be  something  before  me  to  sup- 
ix>rt.  It  is  to  legislate  that  I  am  sent  here, 
and  not  to  screech  and  to  declaim  about  un- 
just treatment  and  cruel  hustling  from 
pleasant  positions.  I  am  not,here  for  that 
purpose.  Digiii^ed  by  CoOgle 
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Senator  Findley. — The  honorable  sen- 
alOT  did  it  before. 

Senator  TREXWITH. — I  have  never 
done  it. 

Senator  Tindley.— The  honorable  sen- 
ator told  us  thnt  he  pleaded  with  the  caucus 
meeting  ef  his  party  to  support  the  Labour 
Government. 

Senator  TRENWITH.— Yes,  that  is  so. 

Senator  Findley. — Then  why  does  the 
honwable  senator  now  denv  it  ? 

Senator  TRENWITH.— Why  are  honor- 
.-ible  senators  opposite  asking  me  these  ques- 
ti<His? 

Senntor  Findi.ev. — Is  the  honorable  sen- 
ator where  he  is  now  against  his  own  con- 
victions ? 

Senator"  TREXWITH.— Xo,  that  does 
not  at  all  follow.  There  is  nothing  secret 
about  my  ncticxi.  I  have  s:iid  that  the 
major  portion  of  the  Labour  party's  pro- 
gramme, as  presented  in  Mr.  Fisher's 
speech  at  Cympie,  met  with  my  indorse- 
ment. 

Senator  McGregok. — The  honorable  sen- 
atOT  is  of  so  easy  a  virtue  that  he  is  happy 
anywhere. 

Senator  TRENWITH.— Senator  Mc- 
Gregor looks  jolly,  but  he  is  not  as 
happy  as  I  have  known  him  to  be.  I 
said  a  few  minutes  aRo  that  my  mission, 
here  is  to  legislate.  The  membo-s  of  the 
late  Government  are  not  now  in  a  position 
to  propose  any  measures  of  legislation  for 
my  approval.  There  is  in  difice  a  Go\'em- 
nent  who  have  undertaken  to  present 
some  measures  of  which  I  lieartily  ap- 
prove. I  want  to  get  on  with  those 
measures,  or  lo  prove  that  the  Go- 
vernment is  not  in  earnest.  Honorable 
senators  opposite  sav  that  the  Government, 
and  those  supporting  them,  are  not  in  earn- 
est, and  are  only  pretending  that  they  be- 
lieve in  these  things.  Are  thev  not  acting 
suicidally  in,  I  will  not  say  wasting,  but  in 
unnece.'iSArily  occupying  time  ?  If  they  be- 
lieve what  thev  say,  and  I  think  they  do, 
surely  their  policy  is  to  sit  as  quiet  as  pos- 
sible and  compel  the  introduction  of  these 
measures  by  the  people  who  they  say  do 
not  wish  to  introduce  them? 

Senator  Givens.— What  time  have  we  oc- 
cupie*!  unnecessarily? 

Senator  TREXWITH.— I  think  that  the 
present  di.scussion  has  been  somewhat  drawn 
out.  I  think  that  the  cwnparison  between 
the  splendid  things  that  would  have  hap- 
pened if  the  late  Government  had  been  per- 
mitte^i  to  remain,  and  the  awful  things  that 
may  be  expected  to  happen  if  the  present 


Government  are  permitted  to  remain  in 
office,  is  unnecessary. 

Senator  GivEKS. — If  we  were  not  discus- 
sing these  things  the  Senate  would  be  ad- 
journed. 

Senator  TREXWITH.— Perhaps  my 
honorable  friend  is  right  in  suggesting  that 
we  get  a  little  amusemrat  out  of  the  discus- 
sion, which  othenvise  we  should  lose.  But 
generally  speaking,  discussions  of  this  char- 
acter are  subv  ersive  of  progress  and  of  use- 
ful work.  I  again  urge  that  my  honorable 
friends  opposite  desire  measures  and  not 
office. 

Senator  W.  Russell.— We  desire  infor- 
mation in  reference  to  the  policy  of  the 
Government,  and  we  do  not  get  it. 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best.— And  that  is 
the  reason  for  blocking  business? 

•Senator  W.  Russell. — We  are  not 
blcx:king  business. 

Senator  TREXWITH.— I  have  en- 
deavoured to  point  out  what  appears  ob- 
vious to  me,  that  if  it  is  correct  to  say  that 
the  present  Government  is  insincere,  that 
those  who  profess  to  support  them  will  not 
accept  the  policy  thev  have  presented,  that 
they  are  hypocrites  and  are  not  in  earnest, 
their  best  way  to  hit  them  is  to  sit  by  and 
see  what  they  are  prepared  to  do.  Hon- 
orable senators  opposite  are  playing  entirelv 
into  the  hands  of  the  Ministerial  party  bv 
getting  up  all  this  excitement  and  making 
long  speeches. 

Senator  Gitens. — Then  what  is  the  hon- 
orable senator  growling  about? 

Senator  TRENWITH.— I  am  not 
growling  at  all.  I  am  advisiAg  men  who 
whatever  they  may  think,  have  alwavs  had 
my  sympathy. 

Senator  de  Largie. — We  do  not  want 
the  hcHiorable  senator's  sympathy,  we  want 
his  assistance. 

Senator  TRENWITH.— I  venture  to 
say.  without  undue  egotism,  thflt  I  have 
assisted  to  realize  the  aspirations  professed 
by_  honorable  senators  oppcwite,  not  once  or 
twice,  but  frequently. 

Senator  Findley. — The  honcffable  sen- 
ator helped  to  put  the  labour  Government 
out,  that  is  cleir. 

Senator  TRENWITH,— If  Senator 
Findley  makes  that  statement  in  earnest,  he 
is  in  error. 

Senator  Findley.— I  cannot  be  in  error, 
because  the  late  Government  were  defeated 
by  a  majority,  and  if  the  honorable  senator 
and  one  ot  two  more  had-voted  another 
way  they  would  B(^il»w«\e^^^Jwed. 
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Senator  TREXWITH.— The  honorable 
senator  is  only  proving  his  ignorance,  be- 
cause I  voted  in  caucus  with  the  minority. 
The  honorable  senator  will  permit  me  to 
say  that  during  my  political  career  I  have 
been  doing  the  things  which  he  has  been 
talking  about,  and  that  I  have  done  more 
in  an  hour  than  he  jxjssesses  the  capacity  to 
do  if  he  lives  for  a  thousand  years. 

Senator  Findley. — *'  Sound  the  loud 
timbrel."  The  honorable  senator  is  now 
shoit'ing  his  true  colours. 

Senator  TREXWITH.— When  I  am  met 
wiih  gibes  from  a  quarter  from  which  they 
are  not  warranted,  I  may  be  forgiven  for 
retorting.  Nothing  in  my  attitude  has 
warranted  the  honorable  senator's  gibes. 

Senator  Findley. — What  has  the  honor- 
able senator  done? 

Senator  TREXWITH.— Let  Senator 
Findley  look  at  the  statute-book  of  Vic- 
toria and  he  will  find  out. 

Senator  Millen. — Senator  Trenwith  has 
bowled  out  Senator  Findley. 

Senator  Findlev. — The  honorable  sen- 
ator has  not  done  so.  If  he  had  voted  for 
the  Labour  Government  thev  would  have 
been  still  in  power. 

Senator  Millen.— The  vote  referred  to 
was  not  recorded  here. 

Senator  TREXWITH.— If  the  division, 
in  which  I  ^-oted  with  the  minority,  had 
Ijeen  taken  in  this  chamber,  I  should  have 
been  found  sitting  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House  when  it  was  taken. 

Senator  de  Largie. — Then  the  honorable 
senator  is  tied  down  bv  the  caucus  rule? 

Senator  TREXWITH.— No.  Had  the 
vote  been  taken  in  this  Chamber,  I  cer- 
tainly should  have  supported  the  raainten- 
aiKe  of  the  Fisher  Government  in  power. 

Senator  de  Largie. — What  about  the 
honorable  senator's  own  party  caucus? 

Senator  TRENWITH.— l' have  told  my 
honorable  friends  my  position,  and  I  have 
advised  them — though  I  am  not  aggressive 
and  never  have  been  towards  than,  not- 
withstanding that  I  have  received  very 
serious  provocation  

Senator  de  Largie. — I  do  not  think  that 
the  honorable  senator  has  rec^ved  any  pn>- 
\'ocation  from  us. 

Senator  TREXWITH.— No.  1  have 
already  stated  thaf  I  have  always  received 
the  most  courteous  consideratiwi  from  my 
honorable  friends  opposite.  But  when 
Senator  Findley  asks  what  I  have  done, 
e  and  other  h<^rable  senators  know  per- 

etly  well  what  I  have  draw.   Thev  know 


that  what  is  called  the  new  Protection  is 
not  a  new  idea  at  all. 

Senator  Findley: — What  has  the  honor- 
able senator  done? 

The  PRESIDENT.— I  must  ask  Sena- 
tor Findley  not  to  be  so  cmstant  in  his  in- 
terrupticxis'.  Senator  Trenwith  hds  replied 
to  him  half-a-dozen  times,  and  yet  he  per- 
sists in  putting  the  same  questicm  again. 
The  honorable  senator  must  cease  interrupt* 
ing. 

Senator  TREXWITH.— I  was  pointing 
out  when  I  was  interrupted  that  it  was  at 
my  instance  that  provision  for  the  payment 
of  a  minimum  wage  was  engrafted  on  the 
statute-book  of  Victoria.  I  do  not  claina 
any  special  credit  for  that,  because  to  ob- 
tain it  was  my  mission  in  the  State  Parlia- 
nient.  It  was  at  my  instance  that  the 
eight  hours  principle,  so  far  as  it  has  been 
applied  to  the  Public  Service  of  Victoria, 
was  so  applied.  It  was  at  my  instance 
that  provision  for  the  payment  of  a  mini- 
mum wage  to  labourers  was  placed  in  such 
a  concrete  and  definite  form  that  it  be- 
came impossible  for  craitractors  to  evade  it. 
It  was  at  my  instance  that  an  old-age  pen- 
sions system  was  iDtroduoed  into  Vic^a. 

Senator  Findx£Y. — ^And  it  was  at  the 
h(niorable  senator's  instance  that  the 
amount  payable  under  the  Act  was  re- 
duced. 

Senator  TREXWITH.— Xo.  There 
was  no  pensiwi  payable  at  the  time  to  which 
the  honorable  sena^  refers.  The  law  had 
lapsed,  and  if  a  proposal  had  not  been 
made  in  favour  of  the  payment  of  85.  a 
week  by  the  Govmunent  of  which  I  was 
then  a  member,  our  old-age  potacHiers 
would  have  received  no  shillings  a  week. 
The  wise  course  for  us  to  follow  in  con- 
nexion with  progressive  legislation  is  to  ac- 
cept at  once  what  is  pi'acticable,  and  to 
reach  out  subsequently  for  the  other  por- 
tion, which  we  have  not  been  able  to  ob- 
tain—not to  determine  that  we  must  have 
the  whole  loaf  or  nothing.  A  poisiwi  of 
8s.  per  week  at  the  time  of  which  the  hon- 
orable senator  speaks  was  possible;  but 
with  the  Legislative  Council  whkh  we 
then  had  a  payment  of  ids.  per  weds 
would  have  be^  impossible.  To-day  in 
this  State  old-age  pensiono's  receive  xos. 
per  week. 

Senator  Giv.ens. — To-morrow  they  will 
receive  los.  per  week  throughout  the  Com- 
monwealth. 

Senator  TRENWITH.-^-And  I  do  not 
think  that  los.  is  t^i^t^es^^^^^^icb 
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•■\\i£  should  aim.  I  have  no  ditme  to  fur- 
■ther  occupy  the  attention  of  the  Senate,  but 
1  felt  it  due  to  those  gentlemen  who  have 
specially  mentioned  me,  that  I  should  ofifer 
seme  explanaticHi  of  my-  position. 

Senator  Stewaht. — Does  the  honorable 
senator  approve  of  the  Government  pro 
posal  to  appoint  an  Intor-State  Commis- 
•sion? 

Senator  TRENWITH.— I  have  always 
thought  that  an  Inter-State  Commissi<»i 
should  be  appointed,  though  for  the  pur- 
pose of  giving  effect  to  a  sdieme  of  new 
Protection  I  do  not  believe  that  the  Go- 
vermn^t  proposal  will  succeed.  If  it  does 
not,  we  shall  still  be  in  a  position  to  deal 
with  the  matter  in  another  way.  Speak- 
ing some  months  ago  on  a  Sunday  after- 
noon, in  the  Wesley  Church,  of  the  neces- 
sity for  a  caitral  authority  controlling  in- 
dustrial matters,  I  said — 

I  believe  that  at  the  next  election  the  electors 
will  be  asked  to  express  their  opinion  upon  the 
question  of  whether  the  Constitution  should 
not  be  altered  so  as  to  enable  the  Common- 
wealth Parliament  (o  deal  with  industrial  mat- 
ters, and  I  hope  that  with  overwhelming  force 
their  answer  will  be  "Yes."  But  if  nobody 
else  gives  them  the  opporttmity  to  vote  upon 
this  question,  I  will  do  so  myself. 

Senator  Fearce. — The  Govemmait  do 
not  propose  to  give  them  such  an  oppor- 
tunity. 

Senator  TRENWITH.— Then  I  do. 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — The  state- 
ment of  Senator  Pearce  is  not  correct,  and 
the  honorable  senator  knows  it. 

Senator  Needham. — Senator  Trenwith 
is  in  a  straight  position  now. 

Senator  TRENWITH.— It  is  charac- 
teristic of  me  that  I  have  never  occupied 
any  other  positi<Ki. 

Senator  Needhau.  —  The  honorable 
senates  should  give  notice  of  his  intention 
now. 

Senator  TRENWITH.— I  should  have 
given  notice  to-day,  but  for  the  fact  that 
rry  action  would  have  restricted  me  in  the 
statement  which  I  am  now  making.  How- 
ever, I  must  confess  there  is  s<xne  merit 
in  the  proposal  of  the  Government.  The 
Constitution  empowers  Parliament  to  give 
effect  to  the  new  Protection  in  the  way  that 
the  Government  propose,  just  as  effectually 
as  does  the  way  that  I  propose.  But  the 
probaHlity  of  the  Government  scheme 
bong  effective  is  so  remote  that  I  have  no 
confidMice  in  it.  According  to  the  Minis- 
terial statement,  the  Cabinet  themselves 
have  foreseen  the  possibility  of  failure. 
Thej-  hare  indicated  that  in  the  event  of 


failure,  they  propose  to  take  the  steps 
which  I  have  suggested.  To-morrow  I  in- 
tend  to  give  notice  of  my  motion ;  but  that 
will  not  block  the  proposal  of  the  Govern- 
ment m  any  way.  If  six  Acts  of  Parlia- 
ment can  be  obtained  fnxa  the  different 
States  in  time  

Senator  Stewaht— Tbev  cannot,  and 
the  Government  know  that' perfectly  well. 
They  are  a  lot  of  hypoaitical  pretenders. 

The  PRESIDENT.-I  would  point  out 
that  the  honorable  senator  is  not  justified 
11  speaking  of  any  Government  in  that 
way. 

Senator  Stewart.— I  think  so.  At  any 
been  iny  experie^  of  them. 

The  PRESIDENT.— The  honomble 
senator  must  not  make  these  interjections. 

.Senator  TRENWITH.-It  is  neither 
wise  nor  necessary  to  say  that  the  Govern- 
ment know  perfectly  well  that  it  is  impos- 
sible to  obtam  the  requisite  authority  from 
the  States.  In  any  case,  we  shall  not  be 
placecl  at  a  disadvantage  by  making  the 
attempt.  If,  as  I  hope  and  believe,  there 
la  an  earnest  intentipn  to  adopt  other  means 
of  giving  effect  to  the  new  Protection, 
should  the  readier  means  which  the  Go- 
vernment propose  fail  - 

Senator  Givens.— Meanwhile  will  not 
the  workers  suffer  for  two  or  three  years  = 

Senator  TRENWITH.-Thev  need  not 
suffer  for  a  week.  I  take  it  that  if  the 
answer  of  the  States  is  not  satisfactorv. 
before  the  opportunity  is  lost,  a  Bill  deal- 
ing with  this  question  will  be  introduced. 

Senator  Stewart.— Will  the  Govern- 
ment obtam  a  satisfactory  answer  from 
Queensland  ? 

Senator  TRENWITH.-We  are  placed 
at  no  disadvantage  in  asking  the  States  to 
cede  this  power  to  us.  If  they  do  so,  we 
shall  have  achieved  all  that  we  could 
achieve  by  an  amendment  of  the  Consti- 
tution, and  we  shall  have  achievf^d  it  more 
readily.  If  they  do  not  grant  us  the 
requisite  power  this  session,  we  can  secure 
our  object  in  the  wav  that  we  think  it 
ought  to  be  secured. 

Senator  Pearce.— Suppose  that  the  Pre- 
mier of  Victoria  is  willing  to  cede  us  the 
necessary  power,  what  guarantee  have  we 
that  the  Legislative  Council  of  this  State 
will  agree  to  the  Bill? 

Senator  TRENWITH.  —  Unless  the 
necessary  measure  be  passed  bv  the  State 
Parliaments  within  a  couple  of  months,  I 
intend  to  proceed  with  mv  jnotioft,  which 
provides  for  th^mm^\it^Pg[^rendum 
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upon  the  question  of  an  alterati<»i  of  the 
Constitution  at  the  ccHoing  elections. 

Senator  Pearce. — Have  the  Government 
fixed  a  date  when  these  measures  must  be 
passed? 

Senator  TRENWITH.— I  am  not  in  the 
confidence  of  the  Government.  I  am 
merely  concerned  with  stating  my  own  posi- 
tion, and  I  have  done  so  in  the  clearest 
and  most  unequivocal  manner. 

Senator  W.  Russell. — It  is  a.  painful 
case. 

Senator  TRENWITH.  —  I  can  assure 
the  h(»iorable  senator  that  I  feel  no  pain. 
If  the  measures  outlined  in  the  Ministerial 
statement  are  proceeded  with,  and  carried 
into  law  this  session,  it  seems  to  me  that 
we  shall  have  acoxnplished  good  work. 
Before  concluding,  I  should  like  to  refer  to 
one  other  matter,  namely,  the  "  new  depar- 
ture "  to  which  allusion  is  made  in  tlie 
statement  of  Ministerial  policy.  I  api  op- 
Itosed  to  borrowing,  if  it  is  at  all  possible 
to  avoid  it. 

Senator  Givens. — Where  do  the  Govern- 
ment intend  to  obtain  the  money  with  which 
to  carrv  out  their  Dreadnouzhi  proposal  ? 

Sena'tor  TRENWITH.— I  do  not  know. 
I  am,  and  always  have  beoi,  opposed  to 
borrowing.  I  think  that  the  proposal  of 
the  Fisher  Government  to  create  a  paper 
currency  would  have  been  an  admirable 
way  of  obviating  the  need  for  adopting  that 
course.  That  proposal  contained  nothing 
new.  I  have  advocated  its  adoption  for 
twentv  years. 

Senator  Givens. — Yet  the  honorable 
senator  deserted  the  party  which  would 
have  tried  to  give  effect  to  it. 

Senator  TRENWITH.— I  have  not  de- 
serted any  party.  If  there  has  been  any 
desertion,  I  ha\-e  been  des«ted. 

Senator  Giyens. — We  did  not  desert  the 
honorable  senator. 

Senator  TRENWITH.— And  I  have  not 
been  antagonistic  to  the  party  with  which 
tlie  honorable  senator  is  associated.  I  was 
ii  member  of  that  party  in  Parliament  be- 
fore my  honorable  friwids  opposite. 

Senator  Pearce. — I  was  a  member  of  it 
loiig  before  I  entered  Parliament. 

Senator  TRENWITH.— It  is  no  credit 
to  me  to  be  older  than  the  h<xiorable  sena- 
tor. It  is  exceedingly  inconvenient.  I 
wish'T  were  much  younger. 

Senator  de  Largie. — I  was  a  trade 
unionist  before  the  honorable  senator  was, 
I  think. 

Senator  TRENWITH.— I  am  sure  that 
the  honwable  senator  was  not.    I  feel  that 


a  paper  currency  is  something  that  will  have- 
to  be  adopted  in  the  ncA  distant  future. 
Anyhow,  I  am  in  favour  of  it ;  and  whea 
the  opportunity  arises,  I  shall  assist  to 
carry  the  proposal  into  law. 

Senator  Givens.  —  The  proposal  is 
characterized  by  the  honwable  senator's- 
present  political  friends  as  a  madcap 
scheme. 

Senator  TRENWITH— That  is  thar 
opintcHi,  perhaps ;  it  is  not  mine.  I  ^  zx» 
real  difference  between  the  issue  of  a  paper 
currency  and  a  silver  currency.  Neither 
the  one  nor  the  other  is  mcmey  in  the  sense- 
of  being  equivalent  to  face  value.  Botb 
the  paper  currency  and  the  silver  are 
simply  promises  to  pay,  and  they  only  liave 
effect  as  currency  on  the  security  p/  the 
State  that  issues  them.  If  the  State  that 
issues  them  is  an  insecure  and  insolvent 
State,  they  will  not  pass  at  thdr  face  value, 
but  simply  at  their  intrinsic  value. 

Senator  St.  Ledger. — The  lionorable 
senator  wants  the  liotes  to  be  on  a  gold 
basis. 

Senator  TRENWITH.— I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  enter  at  length  into  a  discussiwi  of 
what  would  be  necessary  to  guarantee  a 
paper  currency.  But  I  should  like  to  say, 
incidentally,  that  in  Great  Britaui,  %x  in. 
any  part  of  Australia,  twenty  shillings  can- 
be  exchanged  with  ease  for  a  soverd|^, 
without  any  trouble,  because  the  guarantee 
behind  them  gives  them  their  face  value. 
If  we  can  do  that  in  regard  to  ten  shillings* 
worth  of  silver,  we  can  do  it  with  regard  to 
a  farthing's  worth  of  paper.  It  may  have 
no  intrinsic  value  at  all ;  but  the  guarantee 
behind  it  constitutes  an  effective  and  face 
value  guarantee. 

Senator  Givens. — The  honorable  senator 
is  making  Senator  Best  look  very  uneasy. 

Senator  TRENWITH.— I  am  merely 
expressing  my  own  views.  I  do  not  know 
that  there  are  any  other  points  in  the  Go- 
vernment's programme  with  which  I  dis- 
agree. I  have  expressed  my  attitude  about 
the  efficacy  of  their  method  of  securing  the 
new  Protection.  But  I  also  express  mv  con- 
fidence in  their  earnestness,  and  my  belief 
that  if  they  find  that  the  method  they  are 
at  present  adopting  is  ineffective,  they  will 
adopt  the  other  method.  I  douU  the 
wisdom  of  bcnrowing.  I  think  it  not  ne- 
cessary, on  anv  evidence  that  has  at  [we- 
sent  been  submitted.  In  a  general  wav,  I 
look  upon  borrowing  as  dangerous  and  bad 
in  principle.  The  Commonwealth  has- 
initiated  the  prin^i^H^gjc^l  @fj(agfe 
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public  works  out  of  revenue.  It  has  done 
that  very  largely. 

Senator  Mulcahy. — Not  largely,  but 
entirely. 

Senator  Givens. — It  is  a  good  principle. 

Senator  TRENWITH.— I  think  it  is 
an  admirable  one.  The  Commonwealth 
has  already  spent  something  like 
^£3,500,000  on  new  public  works.  Under 
the  conditions  that  i^evailed  in  the  States, 
and  under  the  conditions  that  sc»ne  honor- 
able senators  desire  to  initiate  in  the  Com- 
monwealth, we  should  have  spent  loan 
money  to  that  amount.  If  money  had 
been  borrowed,  close  upon  ^500,000  would 
already  have  been  paid  in  interest. 

Senator  Millen. — Not  on  ;^3, 500,000. 

Senator  TRENWITH.— Assuming  that 
the  payments  extended  over  the  eight  years 
during  which  the  Commonwealth  has  been 
in  existence,  the  interest  payments  would 
be  a  gjeat  deal  more ;  but  I  do  not  know 
exactly  the  period  within  which  these  ex- 
penditures were  undertaken,  and  it  is  ne- 
cessar\-  10  know  that,  in  order  to  be  able 
in  say  how  much  interest  would  have  ac- 
crued. But,  at  any  rate,  we  should  have 
spent  a  considerable  sum  in  interest.  As 
we  have  not  spent  the  money  in  that  way, 
these  reproductiw  works  must  have  earned 
that  money  for  us ;  and  we  have  gut  it  to 
spend  this  year,  without  costing  the  people 
of  Australia  one  penny.  I  think  that  that 
is  worth  remembering ;  and  I  take  the 
liberty  to  mention  it  here,  in  order  that 
honorable  senators  may  not  be  deceived  at 
&ny  time  as  to  the  attitude  that  I  intend 
to  take  up. 

Senator  Stewart. — If  we  had  borrowed, 
we  should  be  paying  nKxe  than  ;^ioo,ooo 
a  vear  now. 

Senator  TRENWITH.— Yes.  It  seems 
to  me  that  it  is  wise  for  us  to  be  very  slow 
indeed  in  departing  frcmi  the  safe  principle 
which  we  have  adopted. 

Senator  Givens. — That  safe  principle 
•  nas  largely  the  outcome  of  the  Labour 
party's  attitude.  We  refused  to  support 
borrowing. 

Senator  TRENWITH.— I  have  been  ex- 
pressing my  agreement  that  the  Labour 
party's  aspirations  are  desirable.  There- 
fore, my  honorable  friend  will  not  twit 
me  with  being  angry  with  him  w^hen  he 
claims  that  credit.  The  principle  of  not 
borrowing  is,  I  repeat,  a  desirable  one,  and 
I  hope  will  be  maintained.  I  regret  ex- 
tremely that  I  have  been  led  into  some 
expressions  of  heat. 


Senator  Givens. — ^They  were  very  mild. 

Senator  TRENWITH.— I  regret  them, 
nevertheless,  because  I  was  very  anxious 
not  to  say  anything  to  hurt  any  one's  feel- 
ings. I  am  amongst  friends  here ;  because 
I  call  all  the  members  of  this  Senate  ray 
comrades,  and  I  flatter  myself  that  many 
of  them  are  personal  friends.  Amcmgst 
friends,  I  do  not  think  that  words  that  are 
offensive  should  be  used ;  nor  should  there 
be  any  undue  heat ;  and  I  am  very  sc»xy 
if  SLnything  that  I  have  said  has  hurt  any 
one.  I  assure  those  who,  perhaps  in  my 
interest,  fear  that  I  am  tied,  or  trammelled^ 
that  they  can  disabuse  thar  minds  of  thai 
idea.  I  am  not  tied  or  enslaved  in  any 
way. 

Senator  VARDON  (South  Australia> 
[9.18]. — If  there  is  any  party  in  this  Senate 
that  ought  to  be  satisfied  with  the  present, 
state  of  affairs,  it  is  the  Labour  party. 
They  afe  now  in  the  position  to  which  they 
have  endeavoured  to  attain  for  some  cot- 
siderable  time.  Persontlly,  I  oxnpliment 
the  ex-Prime  Minister,  Mr.  Fishier,  on 
having  made  at  Gympie  a  very  straight-out 
manly  speech,  showing  exactly  the  course 
which  he  and  the  Labour  party  intend  to- 
pursue.  It  is,  as  Senator  Pearce  put  it, 
a  policy  of  State  Socialism.  That  is  shown 
by  the  fact  that  it  is  acknowledged  that  the 
party  is  going  for  land  nationalization. 
The  nationalization  of  the  land  is,  I  sup- 
pose, one  of  the  first  things  to  be  achieved 
if  State  Socialism  is  to  be  carried  out. 

Senator  Turley.— Was  that  in  the  policy 
sj)eech  at  Gympie? 

Senator  Peaxce. — Does  the  bomvable 
senator  say  that  to  frighten  the  South  Aus- 
tralian farmers? 

Senator  VARDON.  ~  My  honorable- 
friend,  Senator  Henderson,  in  speaking 
last  week,  said  that  the  land  tax  was  merely 
intended  as  a  step  towards  land  na- 
tionalization. 

Senator  Henderson.— No ;  the  honor- 
able senator  is  absolutely  mistaken. 

Senator  W.  Russell.— I  do  not  believe 
in  land  nationalization,  and  never  did. 

Senator  VARDON.— Then,  1  should 
like  to  know  what  State  Socialism  does, 
mean.  I  understood  that  it  meant  the 
nationalization  of  all  the  means  of  produc- 
tion, distribution,  and  exchange ;  and  if 
the  land  is  not  the  first  means  of  produc- 
tion, I  nm  afraid  that  the  issue  is  not  as 
clenn  cut  as  it  ought  to  be.  The  Labour 
party,  I  think,  are  perfectly  justified  in 
.saying  that  they  are  going  to  secure  a  ma- 
jority of  seatsDi3fizetiIt^^.jtQOQli6iey  ar*- 
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justified  in  saying  that  they  do  not  look  upcn 
any  man  as  being  "as  good  as  Labour,"  if 
he  is  not  a  member  of  their  party.  In  that 
respect,  we  have  a  clean-cut  issue.  If  the 
Labour  party  are  rettirned  on  their  own 
policy  with  a  majority,  they  should  be  in 
a  position  to  carry  out  that  policy  without 
the  aid  of  any  other  party.  It  has  not 
been  so  in  the  past.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  the  Labour  party  attempted  to  push 
Mr.  Deakin  as  far  as  they  possibly  oould. 
When  they  could  not  push  him  any  further, 
they  said,  "You  stand  aside  now;  we  will 
lead  and  you  can  push."  But  Mr.  Deakin 
was  not  prepared  to  do  the  pushing,  as  the 
Labour  party  had  done  it  for  him.  It  is 
right  that  we  should  get  to  the  position  of 
two  parties  in  politics.  Then,  whatever 
Government  is  in  power  will  be  supported 
by  those  who  are  in  agreement  with  the 
whole  of  their  policy,  and  they  themselves 
w^ill  be  responsible  for  that  policy  to  the 
country. 

Senator  E.  J.  Russell. — Is  the  hon- 
orable senator's  party  going  to  pusH  now, 
or  will  they  try  to  pull  Mr.  Deakin  back? 

Senator  VARDON. — Our  party  is  g<ring 
to  endea\'OUi  to  carry  out  some  useful 
legislation  for  the  benefit  of  the  Common- 
wealth. Senator  Findley  wanted  to  know 
what  the  honorable  senators  cm  this  side  of 
the  chamber  really  were.  He  said  that 
some  of  us  were  Conservatives.  I  never 
professed  to  be  a  Conservative.  I  do  not 
see  how  there  can  be  a  Conservative  party 
in  a  young  country  like  this.  Any  party 
that  wants  to  stand  in  the  way  of  progress 
must  be  pushed  on  one  side.  The  electors 
of  South  Australia  returned  me  on  the 
oinnions  which  I  expressed.  I  had  the 
sui^)ort  of  c^ain  oi^anizations ;  but  none 
of  them  asked  me  to  sign  their  platform, 
or  questioned  me  as  to  what  I  believed  in. 
They  supported  me  on  my  public  utterances. 

Senator  Givens. — They  knew  that  the 
honorable  senator  would  do  what  they 
wanted,  and,  therefore,  they  did  not  re- 
quire him  to  sign  anything- 

Senator  VARDON,— I  am  not'  like  the 
honorable  senator,  who  is  required  bv  his 
party  to  put  his  name  to  what  he  professes. 
Upcm  the  opinions  that  I  expressed,  I  re- 
ceived the  biggest  vote  that  any  man  has 
yet  received  in  South  Australia. 

Senator  W.  Russell. — ^But  the  honor- 
rihle  senator  had  not  me  standing  against 
him  at  the  last  election. 

Senator  VARDON.— If  the  honorable 
senator  could  resign,  and  I  did  the  same, 
^-nd  we  were  to  stand  for  election  at  the 


same  time,  I  am  satisfied  that  I  should 
beat  him,  not  1^  7>ooo,  but  by  10,000 
votes.    If  I  had  bad  another  fortnight  in 

the  recent  campaign,  I  should  have  had  a 
majority  of  10,000  instead  of  7,000.  Per- 
haps in  three  or  four  years  hexice  Senator 
W.  Russell  and  I  will  be  standing  together. 
We  shall  then  see  who  obtains  the  most 
votes. 

Senator  W.  Russell. — I  beat  the  hon- 
orable senates 's  vote  by  two  to  ooe  in  the 
place  where  he  is  best  known — Hindmarsh. 

Senator  VARDON.— I  do  not  think  that 
the  honorable  senator  ever  beat  me  bv  two 
to  one  anywhere.  At  the  election,  I  bad  a 
majority  in  nearly  every  division. 

Senator  W.  Russell. — A  sectarian  vote. 

Senator  VARDON. — I  am  sorry  that  the 
sectarian  issue  should  be  dragged  in.  I 
have  never  introduced  it,  and  do  not  be- 
lieve in  doing  so.  I  wish  to  come  now  to 
the  statement  which  the  Government  have 
presented.  I  confess  that  it  seems  to  me 
to  be  rath^  general  in  its  character.  I 
should  have  been  pleased  if  it  had  been  a 
tittle  more  definite  in  scxne  of  its  expres- 
sions. It  is  proposed  in  the  statemoit  I 
notice  to  appoint  an  Inter-State  Ccxnmis- 
sion,  and  to  clothe  it  with  what  I  ref^ard 
as  very  large  powers.  It  is  to  perform 
the  functions  of  a  Board  of  Trade,  to 
have  a  general  oversight  of  production  and 
exchange,  to  act  as  a  Federal  Labour 
Bureau,  to  supervise  the  working  of  the 
Customs  Tariff  in  its  operation  upcm  lha 
investment  of  Australian  capital  and  laboor 
in  Australian  industries,  to  advise  in  re- 
gard to  inoonsistendes  in  its  schedules, 
and  so  on;  Tho-e  is  another  paragraph 
which  reads — 

Id  the  meaDtime  any  Bnemalies  that  may  be 
discovered  in  the  Customs  Tariff  Act  latelv 
passed  by  this  Parliament  will  be  examined, 
classified,  and  dealt  with  in  due  course. 

I  desire  to  know  whether  the  Inter-State 
Commission  is  to  have  power  to  deal  with 
these  things,  or  simply  to  report  and 
allow  the  Parliament  to  deal  with  them? 
Surely  what  is  meant  is  that  whatever  it 
may  desire  to  do  must  receive  the  indorse- 
ment of  Parliament. 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — Hear,  benr. 
It  could  not  be  otherwise. 

Senator  Millen. — ^The  Inter-State  Com- 
mission or  any  body  of  inquiry  could  not 
possiblv  legislate. 

Senator  VARDON.— I  notice,  too,  that 
the  Inter-State  C<xnmi$sion  is  to  take  up 
the  matter  of  the  industri^^conditkms  in 
the  various  Statescigiii^d  BpL<®Otf[ffliose 
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who  believe  that  there  should  be  as  little 
interfaence  as  possible.  I  do  not  think 
that  there  should  be  any  clashing  between 
the  Commonwealth  and  the  States  in  re- 
gard to  industrial  legislation.  It  may  be 
right  that  where  any  State  has  not  made 
legislative  provision  for  the  securing  of 
fair  and  proper  wages  to  the  workers,  the 
Commonwealth  should  be  able  to  step  in, 
but  I  believe  that  the  work  can  be  better 
done  by  the  States  than  by  the  Common- 
wealth. 

Senator  Findley.  — What  about  Tas- 
mania? 

Senator  VARDON.— I  hope  that  it  will 
enact  industrial  legislation. 

Senator  Finoley. — ^The  hraiorable  sena- 
tor would  not  obiect  to  Wages  Boards 
being  created  by  the  Inter-State  Cwnmis- 
sion  in  anv  State  where  there  were  no 
such  Boards,  but  how  would  It  get  the 
necessary  power? 

Senator  VARDON.— That  is  not  for  me 
to  say.  but  I  imagine  that  there  must  be 
legislation  for  the  purpose  of  granting  the 
power.  I  do  not  believe  in  freedom  of 
contract  between  employers  and  employ^. 
T  hold  that  we  should  endeavour  to  see 
that  fair  wages  are  paid  for  fair  labour. 
But.  on  the  other  hand,  I  do  not  believe 
in  a  State  coddling  manufactures.  It  was 
said  iu5t  now  that  the  Commonwealth  may 
interfere  where  there  is  no  State  legisla- 
tion, but  I  do  not  think  that  it  ought  to 
interfere  where  a  State  has  made  satisfac- 
tory provision  for  securing  fair  conditions 
of  labour  in  various  industries.  So  far 
as  I  can  learn  the  idea  of  the  Labour 
partv  was  to  hand  the  whole  of  the  in- 
dustrial condititms  of  the  Commwiwealth 
over  to  the  Federal  Arbitration  Court  for 
aijminist ration.  It  was  said,  I  think,  in 
the  first  place,  that  such  administration 
should  apply  to  protected  industries  only, 
hut  later  T  understand  the  proposal  was 
extended  to  all  industries.  I  do  not  think 
that  the  change  of  view  matters  very 
much,  because  I  can  hardly  find  an  indus- 
try which  is  not  protected.  It  appears  to 
me  that  pretty  well  every  industry  in  a 
State,  rig^t  down  to  primary  producers,  is 
protected.  Thereftwe,  the  Federal  Court 
mu.st  have  power  to  deal  with  all  Indus- 
trie*;. 

Senator  Guthrie. — ^What  protection  has 
the  shipping  industry? 

Senator  Turley. — Are  the  shearer  and 
rouseabout  protected,  who  have  got  more 
from  the  Arbitration  Court  than  have  the 
men  in  any  other  industry  in  Australia? 


Senator  VARDON.— The-  pastoral  in- 
dustry is  protected  by  duties  on  horses, 
sheep,  cattle,  and  pigs. 

Senator  Turley. — Is  there  a  duty  on 
wool  ? 

Senator  VARDON.— Does  the  honorable 
senator  want  an  export  duty  on  wool  ? 

Senator  Turley. — Is  an  export  duty 
Protection  ? 

Senator  VARDON. — It  does  not  matter. 
I  hold  that  inasmuch  as  these  articles  are 
protected,  the  pastoral  industry  is  pro- 
tected. The  same  thing  can  be  said  in 
regard  to  the  farming  industry,  as  there 
are  duties  on  hay,  wheat,  and  oats.  The 
dain'ing  industry  is  also  protected,  as 
there  are  duties  on  butter,  cheese,  bacon, 
and  other  articles.  If  the  whole  of  the 
industries  are  handed  over  to  the  Arbitra- 
tion Court  every  industry  will  be  brought 
within  its  control. 

Senator  Turley. — Are  the  seamen  wcwrk- 
ing  in  a  protected  industry  ? 

Senator  Guthrie. — Under  the  Condlia- 
tion  and  Arbitration  Act,  the  agricultural, 
viticul  tura  1 ,  and  pastoral  industries  are 
exempted. 

Senator  VARDON. — It  was  proposed  by 
the  late  Government  to  seek  power  to  take 
control  oier  all  industries,  and  surely  those 
are  industries  which  would  come  under  the 
law? 

Senator  Guthrie. — But  the  rural  indus- 
tries are  exempt  from  the  operations  of 
the  Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Act. 

Senator  VARDON.— If  the  whole  of 
the  industries  are  handed  over  to  the  Arbi- 
tration Court  they  must  come  under  its 
control.  It  is  all  very  well  to  hand  over 
to  a  Court  the  power  to  fix  wages,  and  it 
may  be  a  very  right  thing  to  hand  over 
legislation  with  regard  to  conditions  of 
trade,  that  is  as  to  how  a  man  shall  carry 
on  his  manufacture.  But  there  is  one 
thing  which  we  cannot  do.  We  cannot 
pass  a  law  which  will  make  a  man  earn 
Ihe  wage  fixed  for  him,  and  that  is  per- 
haps where  a  difficulty  may  arise. 

Senator  E.  J.  Russell. — No,  but  some- 
times employers  can  get  their  printing 
done  in  Japaa 

Senator  VARDON. — If  any  printing  is 
done  in  Japan  the  persons  concCTned  have 
to  pay  the  duty  fixed  on  the  article.  If 
the  orinting  industry  is  protected  it  will 
be  for  the  Wages  Board  to  see  that 
printers  get  a  fair  rett^m. 

Senator  Pearce. — I|Vj®®4?ll&tes  there 
are  no  Wages  Boards. 
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Senator  VARD ON. —Tasmania  is,  I  un- 
derstand, the  only  State  in  that  positiwi. 

Senator  Guthrie. — In  South  Australia 
some  industries  are  not  under  Wages 
Boards. 

Senator  Pearce.  — In  Queensland  there 
are  not  Wages  Beards  for  all  industries. 

Senator  VARDON.— What  I  wish  to 
point  out  is  that  the  Legislature  cannot 
surround  industries  with  a  set  of  artificial 
conditions  which  will  not  stand  the  ordi- 
nary strain  and  stress  of  commercial  life, 
and,  very  often,  that  is  what  is  proposed. 
In  these  matters  I  do  not  like  a  resort  by 
the  parties  to  a  Court.  It  antagonizes  the 
parties  straight  away.  One  is  plaintiff 
and  one  is  defendant,  and  instead  of  gping 
into  Court  in  a  friendly  fashion,  the  par- 
ties go  in  almost  as  omnus.  I  believe 
in  the  principle  of  conciliation,  conference, 
mutual  consideratiOTi.  I  have  always  sup- 
ported the  use  of  Wages  Boards,  because 
it  brings  together  the  people  who  are 
directly  connected  with  the  industry,  and 
Tcnow  all  about  its  conditions.  I  believe 
that  they  are  more  competent  to  fix  up 
these  matters  amtmgst  thenselves  than  any 
Court  could  be. 

Senator  Guthhie.  —  The  Arbitration 
Court  is  only  appealed  to  when  confer- 
ences have  failed. 

Senator  VARDON. — I  do  not  think  that 
the  honorable  senator  is  exactly  right. 
_  Senator    Peabce. — He    has   been  aa 
Boards  in  connexion  with  seamen. 

Senator  Guthrie.— The  Broken  Hill 
appeal  to  the  Arbitration  Court  was  made 
after  a  conference  had  failed. 

Senator  VARDON. — ^That  case  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Arbitration  Court. 

Senator  Guthrie. — ^After  a  conference 
had  failed  to  bring  about  a  settlemwit. 

Senator  Pearce. — And  all  the  other 
companies  accepted  the  conference  agree- 
ment 

Senator  VARDON. —Exactly,  but  the 
cases  were  referred  to  the  Arbitration 
Court. 

Senator  Pearce. — Only  the  case  of  the 
Brokai  Hill  Proprietary  Company. 

Senator  VARDON. — That  company  ap- 
pealed to  the  AtWtration  Court.  Therp 
■was  no  desire,  I  think,  to  agree  in.cai- 
ference. 

Senator  Pearce. — All  the  other  mines 
did  agree. 

Senator  VARDON.— Yes,  but  there  was 
-^ally  no  desire,  I  think,  to  agree  in  con- 


Senator  Pearce. — By  wbom? 

Senator  VARDON.— Perhaps  not  by 
either  side. 

Senator  Pearce. — But,  with  one  excep- 
tion, they  did  agree. 

Senator  Turley. — ^Half  the  men  went 
back  to  work. 

Senator  Pearce. — It  was  only  one  com- 
panv  that  disagreed. 

Senator  VARDON.  —  The  men  at 
Broken  Hill  and  Block  Ten  were  out 
Howerar,  that  does  not  alter  my  conten- 
tion, that  in  all  cases  the  pe<^le  who  are 
interested  and  working  in  a  trade,  what- 
ever it  may  be,  are  better  able  to  come 
to  a  satisfactory  deciaon  than  a  Court 
is  likely  to  be.  The  other  night  Senator 
Henderson,  who  is  not  here  pow,  instaiKed 
cme  employer  who  said  that  employers 
were  not  resix>nsible  for  wcnnen  and  chil- 
dren. Is  it  fair  to  take  that  man  as  a 
typical  employer? 

'  Swiator  E.  J.  Russell. — Yes,  a  Judge 
in  Victoria  said  the  same  thing  less  than 
a  fortnight  ago. 

Senator  VARDON.— I  could  instance 
an  employer  who  is  very  consido'ate  to  his 
workmen,  paying  them  during  sickness, 
and  granting  them  leave  every  year.  If 
I  were  to  say  that  he  is  a  typical  em- 
ployer my  honorable  friwid  would  say 
that  I  was  not  fair. 

Senatoi;  E.  J.  Russell. — Certainly,  as 
we  know  from  experience- 
Senator  VARDON.  —  The  honorable 
senator  would  be  quite  right.  I  admit 
that  there  are  unprindpled  employers  who 
would  skin  a  flint;  but  I  do  not  think  it  is 
fair  to  say  that  the  great  bulk  of  them 
are  men  of  that  type.  I  rx)tioed  that  at 
Fort  Pirie  a  Mr.  Wood  made  this  state- 
ment- 
He  Tiad  advocated  that  the  men  should  go 
back  to  woik  so  that  they  f»uld  keep  the  union 
intact  ready  for  on  opportunity  to  strike  a 
blow  at  capitalism.  They  were  going  to  take- 
employment  with  the  company,  and  then  strike 
a  blow  by  leaving  the  works  at  an  opportune 
time— El  time  when  metals  were  high  .ind  things 
were  blooming,     .  He  hoped   that  the 

men  who  went  on  at  the  smelters  and  the  re- 
finery would  do  as  little  work  as  they  i>ossiblv 
could,  as  that  would  be  good  enough  for  capi- 
talism. 

Senator  Guthrie. — Who  is  Mr.  Wood? 

Senator  VARDON. — He  is  a  man  who 
was  addresnng  the  people  at  Port  Piri& 
If  I  were  to  come  here,  and  say  that  he 
is  a  typical  workman,  what  would  my 
honorable  friend  say  of  me? 

Senator  GtrrHRiEDj^]f^g©(3^an? 
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Senator  VARDOX.— I  do  not  know 
anything  about  him.  If  I  were  to  hold 
him  up  as  a  tyjHcal  workman  my  honw- 
able  friend  would  say  that  I  was  not  fair, 
nor  would  I  be  if  I  did.  Speaking  from 
my  business  otperience,  I  assert  that  90 
per  cent,  of  the  workmen  are  good,  honest 
men,  whp  will  always  do  a  fair  day's 
work. 

Senator  McGregor. — They  would  not 
take  advice  like  that,  anyhow. 

Senator  VARDON.— I  should  hope  that 
they  would  not,  but  it  was  given.  It  is 
not  the  kind  of  advice  which  was  given  by 
my  frirad,  the  late  Thomas  Price,  in 
South  Australia.  When  he  was  address- 
ing the  men  of  his  own  trade,  he  said, 
"  Always  do  your  best,  and  put  as  good 
work  on  the  inside  of  the  wall  as  on  the 
outside."  That  is  much  better  than  the 
advice  given  by  the  man  at  Port  Pirie. 

Swiator  E.  J,  Russell. — That  was 
probably  manufactured  bv  your  press. 

Senator  Guthrie. — Or  bv  a  sharebroker. 

Senator  VARDON.— We  often  hear  in- 
sinuations about  reports  being  manufac* 
tured  by  the  press.  At  any  rate,  this 
statem^t  by  Mr.  Wood  was  published  in 
the  press,  and  no  one  has  evQT  contradicted 
it. 

Senator  E.  J.  Russell. — The  honor- 
able senator  admits  that  90  per  cent,  of 
the  workers  do  not  agree  with  the  man. 

Senator  VARDON.— My  belief  is  that 
90  per  cent,  of  the  workers  are  thoroughly 
good,  true  men,  and  I  speak  from  my 
own  experience.  What  I  said  was  that  I 
should  have  as  much  right  to  hold  up  that 
man  as  a  typical  workman  as  SenatOT  Hen- 
derscm  had  to  hold  up  the  mean  scoundrel 
to  whOTi  he  referred  as  a  typical  employer. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  neither  are  typical, 
and  the  average  of  both  employers  and  em- 
plov^s  are  good. 

Senator  E.  J.  Russell. — The  honorablR 
senator  seems  to  forget  that  Senator  Hen- 
derson's typical  employer  has  had  his  posi- 
tion backed  up  by  the  law  in  Victoria  within 
the  last  fortnifiht. 

Senator  VARDOX. — I  am  not  talking 
about  the  law.  but  about  men.  A  reference 
is  made  in  the  Ministerial  statement  to  the 
intention  of  the  Government  to  adopt  a 
policy  of  immigration  to  settle  people  on 
our  lands.  The  replv  to  that  is  that  there 
is  no  land,  and  that  it  is  necessary  to  break' 
up  the  big  estates.  For  that  purpose,  the 
Labour  Government  proposed  to  impose  a 
very  stiff  progressive  land  tax.  I  believe 
that  the  idea  was  eventually  to  make  it  the 


first  step  in  a  policy  of  land  nationalization. 
If  that  be  so,  it  was  of  \'ery  little  use  to 
throw  the  sop  proposed  to  th*:  man  holding 
land  worth  less  than  ^5,000.  If  the  ob- 
ject were  nationalization  of  the  land,  it 
would  not  matter  whether  a  man  held 
;^5o,ooo  worth  or  ^^50  worth  of  land, 
eventually  the  rental  value  would  all  be 
taxed  out. 

Senator  W.  Russell. — There  was  no 
such  proposal  in  the  Lalxmr  programme. 

Senator  VARDOX.~lt  is  said  that  the 
reason  why  we  must  have  this  land  taxa- 
tion is  that  there  is  no  land  available. 

Senator  W.  Russell. — One  object  was  to 
adjust  the  incidence  of  taxation. 

Senator  VARDOX.— Senator  W.  Russell 
will  admit  that  he  has  contended  that  land 
taxation  was  necessary  to  burst  up  the  big 
estates.  After  all  we  have  heard,  it  is 
not  a  little  strange  to  learn  that  onlv  6.62 
|x;r  cent,  of  the  land  of  the  Commonwealth 
has  so  far  been  alienated.  It  is  a  libel 
upon  Australia  to  say  that  the  whole  of  our 
good  land  is  comprised  in  that  6.62  per 
cent. 

Senator  E.  J.  Russell. — Can  the  honor- 
able senator  say  how  much  the  State  has 
available  for  settlement? 

Senator  Ttjrley. — Who  said  that  all  the 
good  lands  in  Australia  were  comprised  in 
that  area? 

Senator  VARDOX.— If  there  is  good 
land  outside  that  area,  where  is  the  neces- 
sity to  burst  up  the  big  estates  in  order  to 
find  land  on  which  people  mav  settle? 

Senator  E.  J.  Russell. — Has  the  hon- 
orable senator  never  heard  of  long  leases 
or  licences,  or  anything  like  that  ? 

Senator  VARDOX. — T  am  speaking  of 
land  that  has  actually  been  alienated,  and 
onlv  6.62  per  cent,  of  the  whole  of  the 
land  of  the  Commonwealth  has  been 
alienated.  If  the  honorable  senator  will 
look  at  the  Commonwealth  Year-book^  he 
will  find  a  diagram  illustrating  the  area 
alienated.' 

Senator  E.  J.  Russell. — If  the  honor- 
able senator  had  read  my  speech,  he  would 
know  that  I  referred  also  to  land  held 
under  lease  and  licence.    He  should  be  fair. 

Senator  VARDOX. — I  can  give  the  area 
of  land  held  under  lease.  The  leases  are 
for  only  a  certain  term,  and  the  lands  com- 
prised in  many  of  them  are  subject  to  re- 
sumpticm,  if  necessary,  in  the  public  in- 
terest. 

Senator  Turlev. — By  payiM;]teavy  com- 
pensation for  improvements,  o 
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Senator  Millen. — Not  in  the  case  of  a 
number  of  annual  leases  and  occupation 
licences. 

Senator  VARDON.— It  is  said  that  there 
is  no  land  available  for  immigrants,  and, 
in  answer  to  that  statement,  I  shall  quote 
from  Mr.  Clarence  Goode,  who  represents 
the  district  of  Stuiley  in  the  South  Aus- 
tralian Parliament.  He  is  a  Labour  man, 
and  a  practical  farmer.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Wheat  Commissi6n  appointed  in  that 
State,  and,  as  such,  paid  a  visit  of  inspec- 
tion to  the  west  coast,  and  also  to  the  lands 
east  of  the  Murray.  After  going  over  the 
land,  he  submitted  a  report  on  what  he 
saw,  in  which  he  said,  referring  to  lands 
on  the  Murray  and  on  Eyre's  Peninsula — 

No  doubt  maay  seekers  after  land  will  be 
asking  which  is  the  better  place  to  go  to — the 
Peninsula  or  the  country  just  reviewed.  On 
the  Peninsula  there  is  more  country  available, 
probably  3,000,0000  acres,  as  against  t, 000,000 
acres  here;  coQsequentl^  there  is  a  greater  ex* 
tent  of  good  country  in  the  larger  area.  The 
Murray  country  is  nearer  the  centres  of  popu- 
lation ;  a  gulf  has  to  be  crossed  to  get  to  the 
Peninsula  land.  The  rainfall  on  the  Peninsula 
is  [itobably  more  reliable  than  across  the  Mur- 
ray. Some  have  friends  doing  well  in  both 
places.  These  and  other  minor  considerations 
will  influence  settlers  in  their  choice,  but 
whether  they  go  across  the  Gulf  or  across  the 
Murray  they  will  find  land  on  which  they  will 
be  nble  to  build  up  happy  and  prosperous 
homes,  and  become  contributing  factors  in  the 
yrciu  development  which  should  take  place  in 
cverv  direction  as  the  result  of  opening  up 
some  3.000,000  acres  of  land  to  profitable  settle- 
ment. 

That  is  in  one  Stale,  and  it  will  be  seen 
from  a  pamphlet  published  by  the  Govern- 
ment that  the  terms  on  which  these  lands 
a  re  offered  are  exceedingly  reasonable. 
Thev  are — 

The  rental  will  vary  from  Jd.  to  4s.  per 
acre.  If  taken  on  purchase,  the  price  will  be 
from  as.  6d.  to  about  ^8  per  acre,  which  can 
be  paid  in  60  half-yearly  payments  with  a  low 
riite  of  interest  added.  In  either  case,  the 
maximum  to  be  held  by  one  person  is  not  to 
exceed  ^'5,000  worth. 

Miscellaneous  leases  of  21  years'  tenure  may 
be  laken  of  sites  for  shops,  &c.,  and,  in  a  few 
cases,  for  grazing  and  cultivation,  at  a  rental 
to  be  fixed. 

Land  for  grazing  mav  be  taken,  capable  of 
carrying  5,000  sheep,  at  a  low  rental,  and  in 
drv  areas  10,000  sheep. 

Pastoral  areas  in  outside  country  can  be  had 
for  31  or  4a  years,  at  rentals  of  from  is,  6d. 
to         per  square  mile. 

Senator  E.  J.  Rus.sell. — What  is  the 
rainfall  of  the  dry  areas  referred  to? 

Senator  VARDON. — I  do  not  know  what 
particular  part  is  referred  to  in  this  pam- 
phlet, but  over  the  3,000,000  acres  re- 
ferred to  by  Mr.  Clarence  Goode  the  rain- 


fall is  suflScient  for  wheat  if  artificial 
manures  are  used. 

S«iator  Pearce. — At  what  distance  from 
a  railway  can  wheat  be  grown  successfullv  ? 

Senator  VARDON.— On  the  west  coast 
a  railway  has  been  built  for  the  purpose  of 
opening  up  the  country.  The  South  Aus- 
tralian Government  are  i»-oposing  now  to 
build  a  railway  for  the  benefit  of  the  other 
area  referred  to,  and  there  is  the  River 
Murray,  by  which  the  settlers  could  bring 
down  their  produce  to  Morgan,  and  thence 
by  rail  to  market,  or  by  water  the  whole 
way  if  they  pleased. 

Senator  Pearce. — At  what  distance  frcwn 
a  railway  can  wheat  be  grown  successfully? 

Senator  VARDON. — The  distance  varies 
in  different  parts ;  it  is  impossible  to  lay 
down  a  hard-and-fast  rule  in  such  a  matter. 

Senator  Guthrie. — ^The  land  on  Eyre*s 
Peninsula  is  50  miles  fnxn  the  coast  or 
from  any  railway. 

Senator  VARDON.— A  great  deal  of  it 
extends  alwig  a  line  of  railway  that  has 
only  recently  been  constructed.  I  have  been 
wondering  what  the  Government  of  Western 
Australia  are  doing.  I  do  not  think  that  a 
Government  would  be  respmisible  for  tm- 
true  statements  in  an  advertisement.  I  have 
here  an  advertisement  which  I  cut  from  oae 
of  the  Melbourne  newspapers,  and  whidi 
was  inserted  by  the  Western  Atistralian  Go- 
vernment.   It  reads — 

The  Westcbn-  Austrauan  Ckown  Lands. 
Cheapest  land  in  the  world,  and  most  liberal 
land  laws.  60,000,000  acres  of  Crown  lands, 
suitable  for  grazing,  mixed  farming,  dairying, 
and  fruit  growing  available  in  a  temperate 
climate,  witb  an  annual  rainfall  ranging  f rom 
50  inches  to  10  inches.  50,000  acres  now  sur- 
veyed in  advance  of  selection  waiting  to  be 
taken  up.  Droughts  unknown.  Seasons  as 
certain  as  the  sunrise.  Conditional  Purchase 
Cultivable  lands  from  los.  to  .£1  an  !\cre, 
able  in  40  half-yearly  instalments  without  'in- 
terest— Conditional  Purchase  Grazing  land,  js. 
c)d.  to  los.  an  acre,  payable  in  40  half-vearlv 
instalments  without  interest.  A  Free  Home- 
stead Farm  of  160  acres  for  Half  co*t 
of  survey  onlv  payable  by  selector  in  two  in- 
stalments over  twelve  months.  State  Agricul- 
ture Bank  advances  loans  to  settlers,  t'p  to 
,^300  advanced  lo  full  value  of  proposed  im- 
provements. M.iximum  advance,  £500.  In- 
terest onlv  payable  at  5  per  cent,  per  annum 
the  first  five  years  after  first  loan  is  granted; 
principal  and  interest  repayable  in  equal  annual 
instalments  over  25  years  thereafter.  Govern- 
ment's policy:  a  railway  for  every  producer; 
1,100  miles  of  new  agricultural  and  mining 
railways  have  been  built  in  Western  .\ustralia 
during  the  last  three  years,  or  under  construe 
tion  or  proposed.  Free  railway  passes  and 
the  services  of  land  guides  and  conveyances 
without  charge  provided  for  ^t^UL^euh^ 
inspecting  the  land.  ^in^fd^jt^W^^rpI^ 
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cation  to  tbe  Officer  in  Chaig«,  Western  Atu^ 
tralian  Government  Agency,  317  Collins-stieet. 
Melbourne. 

SenatOT  Pkakce. — ^AU  that  is  quite  true, 
but  it  is  still  a  fact  that  available  land 
within  20  miles  of  a  railway  is  becoming 
extremely  limited. 

Senator  VARDON.— It  is  said  that 
tiiere  are  over  50,000  acres  of  land 
already  surveyed  and  available,  and  the 
policy  of  the  Government  is  to  build  a 
railway  for  every  producer. 

Senator  McGregor.  —  That  puts  the 
brand  on  it. 

Senator-  Millen. — What  the  honcxable 
senator  has  just  read  bears  out  what  th^ 
Labour  Government  published  throughout 
Europe  and  Great  Britain  in  a  newspaper 
called  the  Clarion. 

Senator  VARDON.— The  policy  of  the 
Government  is  to  build  a  railway  for  every 
producer,  and  It  appears  that  i,ioo  miles 
of  railway  have  already  been  constructed 
or  proposed.  I  do  iiot  think  that  any 
Go\-ernment  would  publish  these  state- 
ments if  they  were  not  true. 

Senator  Pearce. — The  statements  quoted 
are  perfectlv  accurate,  but  scnnething  has 
been  omitted,  and  that  is  a  statement  that 
the  bulk  of  the  land  referred  to  is  more 
than  20  miles  from  a  railway. 

Senator  E.  J.  Russell. — How  much 
would  it  cost  to  clear? 

Senator  Pearce. — Most  of  it  could  be 
very  easily  cleared. 

Senator  VARDON.— I  suppose  that  a 
little  pioneering  would  require  to  be  done, 
as  was  done  m  the  early  days  in  the 
various  States.  I  have  here  a  letter  written 
to  the  Pasloralists'  Review  bv  a  Mr. 
Francis  Bacon.  I  do  not  know  the  gentle- 
man, but  he  appears  to  give  chapter  and 
verse  for  every  statement  he  makes  in  his 
letter. 

Senator  Turlev. — I  read  one  statement 
in  it  referring  to  Queensland  which  is  not 
true. 

Senator  VARDON.— He  says— 

I  boldly  assert  that  the  bulk  of  the  land 
holders  in  Queensland,  New  South  Wales,  Vic- 
toria, and  South  Australia  have  been  cutting 
up  and  selling  their  estates  for  the  last  ten 
to  twenty  years,  and  they  are  now,  especially 
in  Victoria  and  Rivcrina,  where  the  demand 
is  the  greatest,  putting  a  large  quantity  of  land 
on  the  market.  I  say  that  at  the  present  time 
there  Is  more  land  o^ering — mainly  in  New 
South  Wales — than  there  are  men  to  buy  it. 

There  are  other  statements,  for  which  the 
writer  gives  chapter  and  verse,  but  I  invite 
iKXKnrable  senators  to  listen  particularly  to 


this,  which,  perhaps,  discloses  the  crux  of 
the  whole  matter — 

I  notice  that  the  young  men  of  the  present 
day  don't  care  to  go  out  to  the  Mallee  in 
Victoria  or  the  western  division  of  New  South 
Wales  or  to  Queensland ;  they  like  a  nice 
climate,  close  to  a  railway,  and  not  too  far 
from  Melbourne  or  Sydney.  Look  at  the  Vic- 
torians who  have  helped  to  colonize  Queens* 
land ;  the  Fairbairns,  Olivers,  Murphys,  then 
men  like  Sydney  Kidman,  the  late  C.  B.  and 
Huztle  Fisher^  they  did  not  stay  in  the  gieen 
grass  conntTy. 

Senator  Trenwith. — Does  the  writer  say 
that  Hurtle  Fisher  did  not  stay  in  the  green 
grass  country  ? 

Senator  VARDON.— I  have  quoted  the 
statement,  and  it  is  open  to  contradiction 
if  it  can  be  fairly  contradicted.  I  say  that 
it  is  an  absolute  fact  that  what  the  iJabour 
party  wants  to  do  is  to  burst  up  the  estates 
close  to  railway  lines,  where  all  pioneering 
work  has  been  done,  and  I  hold  that  we 
should  encourage  our  young  men  to  go  out 
and  do  some  pioneering  work  themselves. 
A  land  tax  will  not  open  these  waste  places. 
It  will  not  assist  in  the  defence  of  the 
coimtry.  It  will  not  put  pe<^Ie  upon  these 
open  spaces- 
Senator  TusLEY. — ^The  men  to  whnn  the 
hwiorable  .senate  has  referred  were  all 
located  upon  pastoral  and  not  upon  agri- 
cultural holdings. 

Senator  VARDON. — But  the  argument 
is  equally  applicable  to  the  agriculturist. 
I  can  recollect  the  time  when  it  was  urged 
that  it  was  impossible  to  grow  wheat  100 
miles  north  of  Adelaide. 

Senator  W.  Russell. — ^That  is  what  the 
squatters  used  to  tell  us. 

Senator  VARDON.— We  are  told  that 
we  must  levy  a  progressive  land  tax  for 
the  purpose  of  bursting  up  big  estates. 

Senator  W.  Russell. — Such  a  tax  will 
not  affect  a  single  farmer  in  South  Aus- 
tralia, and  the  h(MK>rable  senator  knows  it. 

Senator  VARDON. — I  do  not  know  any- 
thing of  the  sort.  Here  are  3,000,000  acres 
of  land  available  for  settlement — land  upon 
which  people  can  establish  prosperous 
h<»nes. 

Senator  Guthrie. — It  is  not  open  to 
them  now. 

Senator  W.  Russell. — It  will  cost  £2 
or  _;^3  per  acre  to  clear  it. 

Senator  VARDON.  —  My  honorable 
friend  has  always  some  objection  to  urge. 
Only  a  week  ago  he  was  good  enough  to 
quote  certain  pJSfi§M%i4j^<agte  my 
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Senator  W.  Russell. — I  hope  that  the 
honorable  senator  has  not  forgotten  them. 

Senator  VARDON.— I  believe  that  he 
purchased  a  new  Bible  in  order  that  he 
might  be  in  the  position  to  read  those  pass- 
ages. The  quotation  which  he  made  from 
the  5th  chapter  of  the  book  of  the  prophet 
Isaiah,  and  which  reads — 

Woe  unto  them  that  join  bouse  to  bouse,  that 
lay  field  to  field,  till  there  be  no  place,  that 
they  may  be  placed  atone  in  the  midst  of  the 
earth! 

carries,  I  think,  its  own  ocmdemnation.  I 
should  like  to  be  permitted  to  quote  a 
scriptural  text  for  the  benefit  of  my  hOT- 
orable  friend.  I  cannot  give  him  chapter 
and  verse,  but  somewhere  in  the  book  of 
Exodus  he  will  find  this  commandment — 
Thou  shalt  not  steal. 

Senator  W.  Russell. — I  never  did. 

Senator  VARDON. — The  imposition  of 
a  progressive  land  tax  is  tantamount  to 
stealing,  although  cme  may  use  the  dk^ 
euphonious  expression,  and  say  that  it  is 
"  confiscatiaj  of  property." 

Senator  McGregor. — ^According  to  the 
honorable  senator  any  form  of  taxatic»i  is 
stealing. 

Senator  VARDON.— No.  Everybody 
has  a  right  to  contribute  his  fair  share  of 

taxation  towards  the  government  of  the 
country.  I  would  remind  Senator  W. 
Russell  of  yet  another  scriptural  passage 
which  he  will  find  in  all  the  synoptic 
gospels.  It  is  related  that  Jesus  Christ 
said  to  a  certain  young  man  "  Sell  all  that 
f/wii  hast  and  give  to  the  poor."  But  a 
progressive  land  tax  means— if  it  means 
anything — "  Go  thou  and  sell  all  that  some 
other  people  have  and  give  to  the  a»n* 
munity." 

SenatcM*  Millen. — ^Not  to  the  commimity, 
but  to  certain  in<nviduals. 

Senator  VARDON. — I  admit  that  it  is 
possible  to  take  isola;^^  passages  of 
Scripture  and  make  them  prove  anything. 

Senator  McGkegos. — Why  does  not 
the  honorable  senator  quote  from  Leviticus 
the  passage  which  says  "  The  land  ye  must 
not  sell  for  ever." 

Senator  VARDON'.— But  the  land  has 
been  sold,  and  the  State  has  given  the 
purchasers  certificates  of  title  which  de- 
clare that  it  is  theirs  and  their  heirs  for 
ever. 

Senator  Guthrie.— Subject  to  taxation. 

Senator  VARDON.— Bat  not  subject  to 
taxation  which  will  rob  it  entirely  of  its 
value.  I&  this  oonnexicxi  I  am  forcibly 
reminded  of  a  story  which  I  heard  some 


time  ago  concerning  two  men  who  were 
arguing  about  the  Scriptures.  One  said 
to  the  other,  "  I  can  prove  to  you 
that,  according  to  the  Bible,  you  ought  to 
commit  suicide."  The  other  rq)lied. 
Nonsense,  the  Bible  does  not  teach  that." 
Then  the  first  speaker  said,  **  Does  not 
the  Bible  say  that  Ahithophel  went  home, 
put  his  liouse  in  order,  and  hanged  him- 
self.' '*  But,"  replied  his  companion,  ''Th.it 
proves  nothing,"  to  which  the  first  speaker 
retorted,  "Yes,  but  does  not  the  Bible 
also  say,  '  Go  thou  nnd  do  likewise'  ?"  Of 
course,  the  argument  is  not  convindng,  but 
it  is  about  as  good  as  some  of  the  scrip- 
.  tural  quotations  which  are  made  in 
this  S«iate.  With  the  proposal  of  the 
Ministry  to  appoint  a  High  Gvnmis^oner 
I  heartily  agree.  It  is  high  time  that 
Australia  was  properly  represoited  in  Lon- 
don, just  as  are  the  other  over-sea. 
Dominions.  I  observe  in  the  Ministerial 
statement  of  policy  a  reference  to  the 
Northern  Territorj-.  The  statemoit  is 
made — 

A  measure  is  to  be  introduced  to  permit  of 
the  better  discharge  of  the  national  re.«ponsibi i i • 
ties  of  the  Commonwealth.  Your  nuthoriration 
will  be  sought  for  the  acceptance  of  the 
Northern  Territory. 

One  is  naturally  led  to  inquire  "  upon 
what  terms?"  Is  this  Territory  to  be 
acquired  upon  the  terms  settled  between 
Mr.  Deakin  and  the  South  Australian  Go- 
vernment some  years  ago? 

Senator  Turley. — The  honorable  sena- 
tor may  bet  all  he  owns  that  it  is  not. 

Senator  VARDON.— I  admit  that  the 
statement  of  the  Government  is  smnewhat 
indefinite.  Not  long  ago  I  was  a  member  of 
a  deputation  which  waited  on  the  (hen  Prince 
Minister,  Mr.  Fisher,  in  Adelaide,  for  the 
purpose  of  asking  him  whether  he  would 
carry  the  transcontinental  railway  from 
Pine  Creek  through  the  centre  of  the 
Northern  Territory.  He  declined  to  pledge 
himself  to  do  so.  What  I  wish  to  know  is 
whether  the  Northern  Territory  is  to  be 
taken  over .  by  the  Commonwealth  under 
the  terms  of  the  agreement  made  with  the 
South  Australian  Government,  If  a  rail- 
way is  not  to  be  built  frwn  Oodnadatta  to 
Pine  Creek,  we  have  a  right  to  know  how 
*it  is  intended  to  develc^  the  Territorj-. 
As  far  as  I  can  see  it  can  be  developeil 
only  by  the  construction  of  that  line. 
Such  a  railway  is  necessary  for  the  pur- 
pose of  developing  the  country,  as  well  as 
for  defence  purposes.  If  a  line  be  con- 
structed east  of  the  Territory  that  will  not 
result  in  its  development.      Sb<Hild  the 
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ComnKxiweatth  agree  to  take  over  this  huge 
province  it  must  determine  not  only  to  de- 
Telop,  but  to  efFecti\-eIy  occupy  it. 

Senator  Gray. — Does  not  the  honwable 

■senator  think  that  the  South  Australian 
<lovemment  should  give  us  some  idea  of 
how  it  can  be  developed  ? 

Senator  VARDON.— The  South  Aus- 
tralian Government  say  that  if  the  Com- 
monwealth wi^es  to  develop  it  it  must 
build  a  railway  through  its  centre. 

Senator  Gray. — They  want  us  to  develop 
it  in  their  way. 

Senator  VARDON. — They  want  to  see 
it  developed  in  the  best  way  for  the  Ccwn- 
monweaith.  [Quorum  formed.]  Quite  re- 
cently an  excellent  series  of  articles  written 
by  Sir.  Jeffries  was  published  in  the 
Lone  Hand.  The  writer  of  those  articles 
put  the  position  remarkably  well.  I  should 
like  to  read  an  extract  from  one  of  them 
in  r^ard  to  the  question  of  defence.  Mr. 
Jeffries  says — 

The  Commonwealth  must  be  in  the  position 
to  pour  in  men  by  the  thouund,  and  deal  out 
lire  and  steel  to  anv  one  who  questions  the 
tfFectiveness  of  its  occupation.  To  do  this  it 
must  build  that  strategic  railway  from  Oodna- 
■datia  to  Pine  Creek  to  connect  the  Territory 
with  the  more  populous  portions  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, and  make  it  ours  in  fact  as  well 
in  name.  Even  if  the  Territory  were  a. 
desolate  waste,  "full  of  devils,"  and  unhealthy 
<o  boot,  that  railway  would  be  necessary,  vital, 
indispensable  to  the  safety  of  the  Australian 
nation.  But  the  Territory  is  not  a  barren  waste, 
and,  in  addition  to  securing  something  extra 
in  the  shape  of  natural  safety,  the  Common- 
wealth stands  to  gain  in  importance  and  wealth 
by  linking  up  the  empty  province  and  settling 
it  with  a  white  fighting  population.  All  moneys 
expended  in  the  taking  over  and  occupying  of 
the  Territory  would  be  merely  capital  invested 
in  a  remunerative  business.  It  is  a  land  of 
immense  possibilities.  Around  its  vast  coast- 
line is  a  strip  of  country  varying  from  80  to 
100  miles  in  width,  in  which  the  rainfall  aver- 
ages^ over  40  inches  per  annum,  and  in  some 
portions  of  which  it  averages  over  65.  This 
gives  a  well-watered  area  of  86,500  square 
miles,  capable  of  maintaining  a  population  of 
30,000,000  or  40,000,000.  The  island  of  Java 
supports  29,000,000  on  an  area  of  50,500  square 
miles,  a  large  portion  of  which  is  rugged  moun- 
tain, and  quite  unfit  for  cultivation.  Practically 
the  whole  sea-board  of  the  Territory  is  suitable 
for  cultivation  of  some  sort,  and  the  interior  is 
far  from  being  the  sandy  desolation  it  has 
been  painted.  In  addition  to  the  86,500  square 
miles,  whic'i  average  over  40  inches  annually, 
there  is  another  strip  of  120,600  square  miles 
which  has  between  30  and  40  inches  annually ; 
96,790  square  miles  with  between  20  and  30; 
213,430  with  between  10  and  ao;  and  6,300 
with  less  than  10  inches  per  annum. 

Senator  Gray. — What  is  the  number  of 
white  people  in  Java? 


Senator  VARDON,  —  That  is  not  the 
p(»nt.  The  point  which  the  writer  makes 
is  that  Java  supptwts  a  population  of 
29,000,000.  Unfortunately,  there  are  not 
many  white  people  in  the  Northern  Terri- 
tory. 

Senator  Pearce. — There  never  will  be 
until  we  give  them  a  railway. 

Senator  VARDON.— That  is  so.  In 
another  article  Mr.  Jeffries  puts  the  posi- 
tion remarkably  well.    He  says — 

The  requirements  of  our  transcontinental  line 
arc  tremendous,  and  it  is  doubtful  if  there 
is  any  other  country  in  the  world,  except 
Mexico,  where  nature  has  given  a  route  which 
combines  all  the  essentials  of  such  a  railway 
as  does  the  OoJnadatta  to  Pine  Creek  line. 

I.  Being  a  strategic  line  for  the  conveyance 
of  troops  in  war  time,  it  mnst  take  the  shbiteit 
route  across  the  continent.  The  O.P.  Ck.  tine 
fills  the  bill  excellently.  It  crosses  the  con- 
tinent at  its  narrowest  part,  the  distance  from 
water  to  sea  being  onlv  1,638  miles.  In  con- 
sidering this  matter,  it  must  be  remembered 
that  Port  Augusta  lies  over  too  miles  iu>rtb  of 
Sydney,  and  tbat  Adelaide  is  only  So  miles 
south  of  the  New  South  Wales  capital  on 
exactly  the  same  parallel  of  latitude  as  Jervii 
Bay. 

3.  Very  often  it  happens  that  the  shortest 
route  presents  so  many  engineering  difficulties 
that  a  longer  line  is  more  quickly  built.  But 
in  this  case  the  facts  are  all  the  other  way. 
For  not  only  is  the  Oodnadatta-Pine  Creek  line 
the  ihortest  in  actual  distance,  but  it  starts  off 
with  the  additional  advantage  of  having  575 
miles  already  constructed,  and  which  can  be 
changed  in  a  few  weeks  from  narrow  to  broad 
gauge. 

In  building  a  strategic  line  through  a  country 
where  there  Is  no  population  to  offer  local  resist- 
ance, and  to  build  up  armies  by  making  good 
the  attrition  of  war,  country  must  be  chosen 
that  lends  itself  to  defence.  And  the  only 
course  across  Central  Australia  that  does  lend 
itself  to  defence  is  that  which  would  be  tra- 
versed by  that  same  Pine  Creek  to  Oodnadatta 
line.    Of  this  more  anon. 

As  the  best  defence  is  a  sturdv  and  numerous 
population,  extracting  its  living  from  the  soil, 
our  strategic  railway,  in  addition  to  providing 
the  shortest  route  across  the  continent,  and  being 
the  line  most  quickly  built,  must  also  be  one 
that  will  cncour.age  settlement.  It  should  run 
through  country  with  a  good  rainfall,  and  where 
the  land  is  not  alienated  in  large  blocks,  and 
where  the  Government  can  hold  out  inducements 
to  the  people  to  go  on  the  land.  And  again,  the 
Oodnadatta  to  Pine  Creek  line,  fills  the  bill.  So 
much  has  nat-.ire  fayoure<l  Australia  in  this  re- 
spect that  it  really  looks  as  though  the  continent 
had  been  specially  designed  by  the  Defence  De- 
partment of  nature's  creation  department. 
Those  articles  are  exceedingly  well  written, 
and  the  case  is  very  clearly  put.  I  should 
have  liked  to  rend  the  whole  of  them  for 
the  edification  of  honorable  senators. 

Senator  GRAV>igiTt3^|Q^tCaO@fcQI&e  read 
them.  ^ 
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Senator  VARDON.— I  h<^  that  justice 
is  going  to  be  done,  not  <xily  to  South  Aus- 
tralia, but  to  the  Territory  itself.  It  should 
be  handled  so  as  to  be  effectively  occupied 
and  thus  made  valuable  for  defence  pur- 
poses. That  brings  me  to  the  defence  pro- 
posals of  the  Government.  No  reference  is 
made  to  the  Dreadnought  question  in  the 
Ministerial  statement.  I  said  in  answer  to 
Senator  Findley,  a  little  while  ago,  that  I 
agree  with  the  statement  quoted  from  the 
South  Australian  Register.  So  I  do-  But 
the  C<Mnmonwealth  Gorernment  have  sub- 
mitted a  proposition  to  the  British  author- 
ities. If  in  reply  to  that  the  British 
Government  were  to  say,  "  The  very  best 
thing  that  you  can  do  is  to  build  us  a  battle- 
ship," I  should  vote  for  the  proposal,  and 
should  personally  subscribe  all  I  possibly 
cnuld  towards  the  fund.  Personallv,  how- 
ever, I  do  not  think  that  that  is  the  best 
thing  to  do.  Wp  can  render  better  assist- 
ance in  some  other  way.  As  the  question 
has  l>een  put  to  the  Imperial  Government, 
we  have  to  wait  for  their  answer.  We  want 
to  know  how  they  think  we  can  best  assist 
them  in  the  defence  of  the  Empire,  and  in 
retaining  British  supremacv  at  sea.  I  shall 
await  with  much  interest  the  proposals  that 
are  made.  With  regard  to  the  matter  of 
universal  military  training,  and  the  estab- 
lishment of  an  army,  my  personal  opinion  is 
that  some  modification  of  the  Swiss  system 
would  be  the  best  that  we  could  adopt.  We 
could  not  adopt  the  SviisB  system  exactly, 
btTau.se  Switzerland  is  a  ccnnpact  little 
country,  whilst  ours  is  a  large  one.  But 
the  principle  is  sound. 

Senator  Pearce. — The  Labour  Govern- 
ment's proposal  was  a  modificatinn  of  the 
Swiss  system. 

Senator  VARDOX.— I  am  pleased  to 
hear  it,  and  should  have  been  glad  to  sup- 
port such  a  proposition.  The  final  para- 
graph of  the  Ministerial  statement,  relating 
to  defence,  reads — 

Provision  lor  local  supplies  of  stnaU  arms 
Eod  ammunition  is  being  pressed  forward  in 
order  to  diminish  dependence  of  the  Common- 
wealth upon  consignments  from  oversea.  Ten- 
ders for  an  ammunition  factory,  and  also  for 
a  small  arms  factory,  will  be  accepted  as  soon 
as  possible. 

That  is  a  very  sound  policy,  and  I  hope 
that  it  will  be  carried  out,  so  that  we  shall 
not  be  dependent  upon  outside  sources  for 
small  arms  and  equipment.      Finance  is 
'^^  V  in  the  Ministerial  statement,  to  be  a 
■question.    A  great  deal  has  been  said 
he  amount  which  the  Commonwealth 


has  paid  to  the  States  ov^  and  above  tb^r 
three-fourths  Customs  and  Esdse  revenue. 
But  I  have  never  heard  referesKe  made  tO' 
the  fact  that  during  the  whc^e  of  this  time 
the  Commonwealth  has  had  the  use  of  some 
;^9, 000,000  wcHth  of  transferred  properties 
for  which  we  have  paid  nothing. 

Senator  Millen. — It  is  only  fair  to  point 
out  that  the  Commonwealth  has  paid  the 
interest  on  those  properties  by  the  surplus 
revenue  returned  to  the  States. 

Senator  VARDON.— A  valuation  should 
be  made,  because  without  it  we  do  not 
know  the  exact  cost  to  the  CcHumonwealth. 

Senator  Feakce. — It  would  only  be  a 
bookkeeping  oitry. 

Senator  VARDON.— Exactly.  It  would 
have  made  no  difference  to  the  States,  but 
it  might  have  made  a  difference  in  respect  to 
the  surplus  paid  over.  If  the  Common- 
wealth had  made  the  interest  payment  on 
the  properties  instead  of  the  States  the  debit 
mould  have  been  to  the  Commonwealth  in- 
stead of  to  the  States.  Mr.  Fisher  sug- 
gested handing  over  ^^5, 000,000  per  annum 
to  the  States  for  all  time,  with  scmie  odd- 
ments  thrown  in.  The  State  Premiers  de- 
clared that  the  States  could  <»ily  remain 
solvent  with  an  income  from  Customs  and 
Exdse  of  ;^6, 750,000  per  annum.  I  want 
to  see  the  Braddon  section  done  away  with, 
and  the  bookkeeping  entries  abolished.  If 
the  Cwnmonwealth  wants  to  raise  one 
pound  in  taxation,  I  do  not  want  to  see  it 
compelled  to  impose  taxes  to  the  amount  of 
j£4,  in  order  that  it  may  return  75  per  cent, 
to  the  States.  If  a  per  capita  grant  were 
made  to.  the  States — and  I  suppose  that  it 
would  be  something  like  25s.  per  head — it 
would  allow  both  the  Ccxnmonwealth  and 
the  States  to  expand  together.  As  popula- 
tion increased  their  revmues  would  increase 
and  the  system  would  be  fair,  both  to  the 
Commonwealth  and  to  the  States. 

Senator  Pearce. — The  per  capita  rev- 
enue does  not  always  increase  with  an  in- 
crease of  population.  In  Western  Aus- 
tralia as  the  population  increased  the  per 
capita  payments  decreased. 

Senator  VARDON. — I  notice  in  the 
paragraph  in  the  Ministerial  statement,  in 
regard  to  the  Post  and  Tel^aph  Office, 
that  there  is  to  be  a  new  (feparture.  It 
does  not  say  what  the  new  departure  is.  If- 
it  means  borrowing  money,  I  sav  that  is 
perfectly  legitimate  for  reproductive  public 
works.  It  is  not  possible  for  us  to  carry 
out  all  the  works  which  the  CcMnmonwealth 
will  require  without  raising  money  bv  wav 
of  loan,  and  there  is  no  harm  in  that  systcnt 
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provided  the  works  themselves  are  repro- 
ductive.     I  wonder  how  Australia  would 
have  got  on  if  the  system  of  paying  for 
«verything  out  of  levenue  had  been  adopted 
from  the  commencemoit  in  the  States.  We 
have     16,212    miles    of    railway,  and 
the  cost  of  building  and  equipment  was 
^139,988,015.    I  venture  to  say  that  if  the 
railways  of  the  States  were  sold,  what  they 
realized  would  practically  wipe  out  the  debts 
of  the  States.  But  if  the  States  had  said, 
"  We  will  not  build  a  railway  until  we 
have  the  revenue  to  pay  for  it,"  how  many 
miles  would  have  been  built?    Take  the 
waterworks   and   the   water  conservatiwi 
works  that  have  been  carried  out.  Sup- 
pose the  States  had  said,  "  We  will  not  do 
a  stroke  of  this  necessary  wcM-k  imtil  we 
■can  pay  for  it  out  of  revenue."    How  much 
should  we  have  done?     Progress  would 
have   been    practically   impossible.  The 
same  may  be  said  with  regard  to  sewerage 
and  sanitation  works.    If  the  States  had 
waited   until    revenue   accumulated,  thev 
would  have  had  to  wait  a  very  long  time. 
Take      industrial      operations.  Nearly 
249,000  people  are  employed  in  our  indus- 
tries.   The  wages  paid  per  annum  amount 
to  over  j£i8,ooo,ooo. 

Senator  McGregor. — Do  we  borrow 
money  to  pay  wages? 

Senator  VARDON.— No,  but  suppose 
that  business  men  had  said,  "We  will  not 
launch  out  until  our  accumulated  profits  en- 
able us  to  start  new  works.  We  will  not 
borrow  mcmey  to  enable  us  to  buy  new  plant 
and  erect  new  buildings, ' '  to  what  ex- 
tent would  our  industries  have  increased? 
Does  not  a  business  man,  if  he  has  any 
enterprise,  and  sees  a  good  opening  for 
business,  go  at  once  to  his  banker  and  bor- 
roiv  the  necessary  money  ?  As  his  business 
develops  he  pays  interest  at  5  per  cent.,  or 
whatever  the  rate  mav  be,  and  if  be  makes 
five  or  ten  per  cent,  for  himself,  he  is  very 
well  satisfi«l.  A  great  deal  of  claptrap  is 
talked  with  regard  to  a  nMi-borrowing 
policy.  It  will  be  found  eventually  to  be 
impossible  to  carry  it  out.  T  do  not  believe 
in  indiscriminate  borrowing.  I  say  dis- 
tinctlv  that  mcmey  ought  only  to  be  bor- 
rowed for  reproductive  works.  If  that 
done  it  is  a  logical  policy.  If  we  are  going 
to  erect  buildings  which  will  last  50  years 
or  more,  why  should  not  those  who  come 
after  bear  some  portion  of  the  extra  expen- 
diture ?  They  will  reap  their  share  of  the 
benefit.  I  said  at  the  commencement  that 
I  should  have  been  glad  if  the  Ministerial 
statement  had  been  mote  definite  in  its 


terms.  I  shall  have  to  wait  until  the 
various  measures  are  introduced  to  deter- 
mine whether  they  will  re«ive  my  absolute 
support.  I  hope  that  we  will  soon  get  to  busi- 
ness, and  that  measures  will  be  introduced 
which  will  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  countn-. 
I  am  prepared  to  jUdge  the  Government 
frtxn  their  measures.  If  they  are  not  worth 
supporting,  we  will  throw  them  out.  If 
they  cannot  introduce  measures  that  ought 
to  be  passed,  they  must  make  way  for  others 
who  can.  But  we.  cannot  make  up  our 
minds  on  that  pwint  until  we  have  disposed 
of  this  preliminary  business,  and  given  the 
Government  the  opportunity  to  bring  for- 
ward their  Bills.  Upon  their  measures  we 
shall  judge  them.  I  trust  that  they  will  be 
such  as  will  ccnnmaid  them  to  the  supjxtrt 
of  the  Senate  generally. 

Debate  (on  motion  by  Senator  E.  J- 
Russell)  adjourned. 

Senate  adjourned  at  10.24  P  'l*- 


j^ousE  of  ISfprtsentatibfs. 

Wednesday,  jo  June,  igog. 


Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  2.30 
p.m.,  and  read  prayers. 

PERSON.^L  EXPLANATION. 

Mr.  FOWLER  (Perth)  [2.33].^Vester- 
day,  while  I  was  absent  from  the  Cham- 
ber, having  been  called  away  shortly  after 
the  delivery  of  my  speech,  a  certain  state- 
ment was  made  regarding  me,  to  which  I 
take  exceptiMi,  and  about  which  I  wish 
to  make  a  personal  explanation.  The  hon- 
orable member  for  Adelaide  is  reported  in 
to-day's  Age  as  having  said  of  me  that  I 
would  still  be  with  the  Federal  Labour 
Party  if  it  had  put  me  into  the  Fisher  Ad- 
ministration. Now,  it  is  well  known  to 
many  members  of  the  party  that  I  was  not 
a  candidate  for  a  position  in  the  Ministry, 
and  stated  so  to  everv  mnmber  of  it  who 
spoke  to  me  on  the  subject.  It  is  true  that 
I  allowed  my  name  to  remain  on  the  H^t 
of  candidates,  but  that  was  simply  be- 
cause I  was  approached  aa  the  morning  (;f 
the  election,  and  asked  by  two  members  of 
the  party  to  do  so.  I  had  at  the  time  rnade 
up  my  mind  to  retire  from  the  party,  one 
of  mv  reasons  being — since  the  h«iorable 
member  for  Adelaide  iefepjs~.(td^ish  to 
know  them— tlP^        ^iT^d"4ffl'- Labour 
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movement  being  made  a  cat's-paw  by  certain 
political  adventurers,  of  whom  the  honor- 
able member  for  Adelaide  is  regarded  as 
a  fair  type  by  many  members  of  his  own 
party. 

PAPERS. 

MINISTERS  Laid  upon  the  table  the 
following  papers; — 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Act — Provisional 
Regulations — Statutory  Rules  1909,  No.  47. 

Public  Service  Act — Postmaster-General's  De- 
partment— Promotion  of  G.  H.  Morgan  as 
manager,  3rd  Class,  Telephone  Exchange, 
Melbourae. 

SUPPLY  BILL  (No.  1). 

Old-age  Pensions  :  Adminzstsation — 
Budget — Supply  Bills — ^Treasurer' s 
Advance  Account — Votes  for  "  Con- 
tingencies "—Advertising  Resources 
of  Commonwealth— "Clarion"  News- 
paper Article — Immigration  League — 
Immigration— Land  Taxation — Sewer- 
ing of  Parliament  House. 
/«  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means: 
Motion  (bv  Sir  John  Forrest)  agreed 

to— 

That  towards  making  good  the  Sapply  granted 
tn  His  Majesty  for  the  services  of  the  year 
ending  30th  June,  1910,  a  sum  not  exceeding 
;^$S3,699  be  granted  out  of  the  Consolidated 
Revenue  Fund. 

Resolution  reported  and  adopted. 
Ordered — 

That  Sir  John  Forrest  and  Mr.  Glynn  do  pre- 
pare and  bring  in  a  Bill  to  carrj'  out  the  fore-  % 
going  xrsolutioD. 

Bill  presented  by  Sir  John  Forrest, 
and  read  a  first  time. 

Motion  (by  Sir  John  Forrest)  pro- 
posed— 

That  this  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume)  [2.37]. 
■ — I  think  that  we  should  have  an  explana- 
tion from  the  Treasurer  as  to  certain  items 
in  the  Bill  upon  which  information  is  re- 
quired. Althougb  honorable  members  ap- 
pear to  think  that  only  ^100,000  is  being 
asked  for  as  an  advance  for  the  Treasurer, 
I  would  pcnnt  out  that  he  is  really  asking 
for  20,000,  because  he  is  asking  for 
;^2o.oGo  to  recoup  the  revenue.  The  sum 
of  ^20,000  has  been  spent  in  connexion 
with  various  votes,  and  we  are  asked  to  re- 
pay this  amount.  Hitherto  the  rule  has  been 
to  gire  the  Treasurer  a  yearly  advance  of 
^£200,000.  I  do  not  know  that  that  sum 
has  ev-er  been  exceeded .  We  are  now 
being  asked  to  vote,  not  the  i^oportion  of 
that  sum  which  the  period  of  two  oaonths 
bears  to  a  whde  year,  but  mote  than  half 


the  whole  amount.  We  are  entitled  to 
some  explanation  of  this  request  for 
/"i20,ooo.  We  should  be  told  what  the 
0,000  has  been  expended  upon,  and 
where  the  money  was  taken  from. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  items  appear  in 
a  schedule  to  the  Bill,  and  I  would  re- 
mind the  honorable  member  that  it  has 
been  custcnnary  to  discuss  the  items  in  Com- 
mittee and  not  at  the  second-reading  stage. 

Sir  William  Lvke. — Am  I  not  at  liberty 
to  discuss  them  now? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  general  custom 
has  been  not  to  go  into  details,  more  par- 
ticularly as  to  it«ns  appearing  in  the  sche- 
dule to  a  Bill,  on  the  motion  for  the 
second  reading.  I  have  not  prevented  the 
honorable  member  from  discussing  the  mat- 
ter to  which  he  refers.  I  have  simply  told 
him  what  the  custom  is  as  to  the  discussion  • 
of  details. 

Sir  VVilliau  Lvne.  —  I  should  like 
to  point  out,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  I  was 
dealing  not  witli  items  in  the  general 
schedule  to  the  Bill,  but  Avith  those 
appearing  in  the  abstract,  which  shows 
that  we  are  asked  to  grant  a  total  sum  of 
^^883, 699.  If  we  shall  be  permitted  in 
Committee  to  cover  the  whole  range  of  the 
Bill,  I  shall  be  satisfied,  but  I  am  in- 
clined to  think  that  when  we  go  into  Com- 
mittee we  shall  not  be  permitted  to  do  more 
than  discuss  the  particular  item  imme- 
diately before  the  Chair.  It  was  tor  that 
reascxi  that  I  rose  to  direct  attention  to  the 
abnormal  sum  for  which  the  Treasurer  is 
asking  in  respect  of  his  Advance  Account. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — The  clauses  of  as  well 
as  the  schedule  to  the  Bill  will  be  open  to 
detailed  consideration  in  Committee,  so 
that  my  answer  to  the  honorable  memlwr  is 
that  undoubtedly  the  whole  matter  may  be 
debated  in  Coi^mittee,  and  debated  there 
more  freely  than  at  any  other  stage. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY  (Darwin) 
[2.42]. — It  seons  to  me  that  the  proposed 
vote  of  ^120,000  in  respect  of  the  Trea- 
surer's Advance  is  an  enormous  sum  to  in- 
trust to  a  Minister,  without  having  from 
him  a  statement  as  to  the  way  in  which 
it  is  to  be  appliedi  It  is  a  blind  bandicoot 
method  of  finance.  In  other  words,  it 
suggests  what  used  to  prevail  in  New  York, 
when  everything  was  conducted  on  the 
"  blind  dog  "  system.  While  we  have  the 
greatest  confidence  in  the  Treasurer,  it 
seems  to  me  that  as  this  House  ccHitrols 
the  public  purse  it  should  have  from  him 
a  statement  as  to  bow  this  ?m^^^jtp  be 
expended  before  it  ^i^!rtlte»?OOgie 
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Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  have  just  intormed 
the  honorable  member  for  Hume  that  this 
is  not  the  stage  for  a  detailed  discussion 
<xi  the  schedule  to  the  Bill.  Its  detailed 
cxmsideration  can  take  place  more  properly 
in  CcHnmittee. 

Mr.  FRAZER  (Kalgoorlie)  [2.441  — 
Yesterday  afternoon  I  questioned  the  Trea- 
surer as  to  the  intention  of  the  Govern- 
ment with  regard  to  the  date  of  the  first 
payment  of  old-age  pensions  under  the 
Federal  system,  and  I  do  not  think  I  shall 
be  out  of  order  in  inquiring  at  this  stage 
whether  they  intend  to  depart  from  the 
position  they  have  taken  up  that  the  first 
payment  cannot  be  made  until  the  29th 
July.  After  I  spoke  yesterday  afternoon 
U  was  pcnnted  out  by  a  number  of  honor- 
sible  members  that  evw  a  refusal  to  pay 
old-age  pensions  until  fourteen  days  after 
the  proclamation  would  entail  serious  hard- 
ship on  many  of  the  aged  poor.  The  Trea- 
surer, however,  endeavoured  to  throw  the 
responsibility  on  to  the  shoulders  of  others 
and  adopted  a  most  objectionable  method 
of  seeking  to  justify  his  positiOT.  He  did 
not  say  whether  the  Government  intended 
to  try  to  make  the  first  payment  on  the  14th 
July'  next,  or  to  persist  in  their  original  m- 
tention  to  withhold  it  in  five,  out  of  the 
six  States^  until  39th  July.  He  said  that 
a  great  many  papers  had  had  to  be  pre- 
pared and  circulated  in  connexion  with  the 
introducticm  of  the  new  system,  but 
did  not  definite!  y  state  whether  or 
not  the  first  payment  could  be  made  on 
14th  July.  If  it  can  be  made  then,  it  ought 
to  be  made.  The  Act:  has  been  passed 
for  nearly  twelve  months,  so  that  there  has 
been  ample  time  to  carry  out  the  prelimi- 
nary work. 

Dr.  Wilson. — Whose  fault  is  it  that 
that  work  has  not  been  completed  ? 

Mr.  FRAZER.— It  will  be  the  fault  of 
the  present  Government  if  justice  is  not 
done  to  the  aged  poor. 

Mr.  Sampson. — Why  did  not  the  Labour 
Government  do  it  when  they  were  in  power  ? 

Mr.  FRAZER.— The  ex-Prime  Minister 
said  on  more  than  one  occasion  that  the 

first  payment  would  be  made  

Mr.  Sampson. — But  why  did  not  the 
Labour  Government  do  this  work? 

Mr.  FRAZER. — Because  of  treachery 
on  the  part  of  honorable  memliers  opposite 
in  removing  the  late  Go\ernment  from 
office.  That  is  why  the  old-age  pensioners 
are  not  to  receive  the  first  payment  under 
the  Federal  Act  until  the  end  of  July.  I 
challenge  honorable  members  opposite  to 
[22] 


adduce  any  reliable  proof  that  the  late 
Government  did  not  intend  to  make  the 
first  payment  in  the  middle  of  July. 

Mr.  Sampson. — They  had  more  time 
than  the  present  Government  have  had  to 
make  the  necessary  arrangements. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— I  repeat  that  they 
would  have  made  the  first  payment  on  14th 
July.  Those  who  have  been  fighting  in  this 
Parliament  for  the  last  five  or  six  years 
for  the  establishment  of  a  Commonwealth 
system  ot  old-age  pensions  have  fully  ap- 
preciated the  unfortunate  positicsi  of  our 
aged  poor,  and  certainly  thought  that,  at 
the  latest,  the  first  payment  would  be  made 
in  the  middle  of  next  month.  I  he  Trea- 
surer admitted  yesterday  that,  on  taking 
office,  he  simply  allowed  things  to  go 
on  as  he  found  them,  and  he  gave  no 
satisfactory  reaswi  why  the  first  payment 
should  not  be  made  on  the  14th  of  next 
month.  I  appeal  to  him  to  make  every 
possible  effort  to  relieve  the  sufferings  of 
the  aged  poor  by  making  the  first  payment 
on  that  date. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS  (Robertson) 
[2.50]. — I  find  that  this  Government  is 
goipg  the  way  of  previous  Administrations, 
by  introducing  a  temporary  Supply  Bill. 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown. — We  fought  out 
that  question  yesterday. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— Now  is  the 
time  to  raise  it.  One  is  not  necessarily 
opposed  to  a  Government  when  one  de- 
clares that  the  Budget  ought  to  be  delivered 
before  any  grants  are  made  by  Parliament. 
We  have  been  fighting  for  this  for  years. 
The  Treasurer  has  had  three  weeks  in  wliirh 
to  make  himself  familiar  with  the  necessi- 
ties of  the  Commonwealth,  If  the  Ga\em- 
ment  have  a  policy — and  we  are  told  that 
they  have  had  many  Cabinet  meetings — I 
should  like  the  Treasurer  to  state  why  that 
question  has  not  been  discussed  so  that  he 
could  give  the  necessary  information  to  Par- 
liament before  Supply  is  granted.  A  very 
large  sum  of  money,  presumably  one-sixth 
of  the  whole  of  the  requirements  of  the 
Commonwealth  for  the  year,  is  asked  for. 
If  the  Government  can  base  their  calculation 
upon  last  year's  expenditure  they  should 
make  a  statement  to  satisfy  Parliament  that 
it  is  necessary  to  make  these  payments  at 
once,  I  do  not  know  why  the  Treasurer 
has  not  delivered  his  Budget,  so  that  we 
might  have  had  before  us  a  full  statement 
of  the  payments  that  are  to  be  made,  and 
so  that  the  policy  of  the  Qsvemmmtt  might 
be  fully  discusseef0iti^^tttVtfel*-Wy'^  there 
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would  be  a  saving  of  time,  and  this  money, 
if  it  is  necessary,  might  be  granted  without 
undue  debate.  I  presume  the  Treasurer 
will  have  stxnething  to  say  upon  the  large 
item  of  ;£ioo,ooo  under  the  head  of  the 
Treasurer's  Advance  Account.  Presum- 
ably that  is  one-sixth.  If  so,  the  total 
sum  for  the  year  for  that  purpose  is  to  be 
;^6oo,ooo.  Surely  some  statement  ought  to 
to  be  made  upon  that  itm  before  it  is 
passed. 

Mr.  Agar  Wynne. — It  was  made  last 
night, 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— If  it  was 
made,  I  did  not  hear  it. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — When  we  are  in 
Ccxnmittee  will  be  a  better  time  to  give  in- 
formation about  the  items  in  the  schedule. 

Mr.  HEXRY  WILLIS.— We  shall  not 
be  justified  in  grantin;^  such  a  large  sum 
without  a  full  explanation. 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown. — We  tried  to  re- 
duce the  whole  amount  last  night  bv  one- 
half. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— That  would 
have  simply  meant  granting  cme-twelfth  of 
the  requirements  of  the  year,  and  if  we 
grant  one-twelfth  we  might  as  well  grant 
one-sixth.  I  am  sure  that  progress  wul  be 
made  if  the  Treasurer  makes  a  satisfactOTy 
statement. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST  (Swan— Trea- 
surer) [2.53]. — I  shall  be  gflad  to  give  any 
information  in  my  possession  on  any  item 
when  we  go  into  Conunittee.  We  had  so 
long  a  discussion  last  night  that  I  did  not 
think  it  necessary  to  make  a  second  reading 
speech,  in  view  of  all  the  information  which 
T  gave  then. 

Mr.  Spence. — The  honorable  member  has 
not  given  us  anv  information  yet. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  gave  a  good 
deal— all  that  I  had  to  give.  The  honor- 
able member  for  Kalgoorlie  has  tried  to 
make  capital  out  of  the  fact  that  in  the 
inauguration  of  old-age  pensions  a  new  de- 
parture is  to  be  made  all  over  Australia  by 
making  the  first  payment  on  the  29th  July, 
instead  of  on  the  15th,  except  in  the  case 
of  Victoria,  where  the  fortnightly  system  is 
already  in  force.  I  have  not  altered  the 
arrangement  which  was  made  before  I  look 
office,  and  which  I  understood  was  the  best 
that  could  be  made.  I  am  assured  bv  the 
Treasury  officers  that  every  effort  will  be 
made,  but  that  it  will  take  them  all  their 
time  to  be  ready  to  pay  pensions  on  the 
29th,  except  in  Victoria,  where  they  will 
pay  on  the  15th.  I  understood  that  the 
arrangement  made  by  the  previous  Govern- 


ment was  satisfactory.  I  am  informed, 
although  I  have  not  seen  the  statement, 
that  the  leader  of  the  Opposition*  when 
Treasurer,  informed  the  press  that  it  was 
impossible  to  do  more  than  what  he  ap- 
proved of,  and  what  is  now  being  carried 
out.  No  one  would  accuse  the  honorable 
member  of  not  being  anxious  to  expedite 
the  matter.  In  fact,  there  is  a  consensus 
of  opinion  that  there  should  be  no  delay 
in  carrying  out  what  is  required  by  the 
law ;  and  I  must  repudiate  the  sugges- 
tion that  there  is  any  desire  to  with- 
hold money  from  the  old-age  penstcmers 
any  longer  than  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary. The  tmly  difference  will  be  that  they 
will  get  two  fortnights'  payments  on  the 
29th,  and  thereafter  receive  their  pensimis 
every  fortnight.  The  Victorian  people  will 
receive  theirs  fortnightlv  from  the  start, 
but  in  New  South  Wales  the  pensions  are 
now  paid  monthly,  and  T  believe  that  is 
the  case  in  Queensland,  so  that  there  will 
be  no  hardship  on  the  people  there,  while 
the  people  of  Western  Australia,  South 
Australia,  and  Tasmania,  who  haw  not  re- 
ceived pensions  before,  will  not,  I  suppose, 
be  very  much  upset  at  haring  to  wait  unril 
the  29th  for  the  first  payment,  and  receiv- 
ing then  double  the  fortnightly  amount. 
I  am  assured  by  the  Departmoit  that  the 
arrangement  approved  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Wide  Bay,  when  Treasurer, 
was  the  best  that  could  be  made.  I  have 
not  sought  to  upset  it,  and  every  <Kie  5s 
working  hard  to  carry  it  out. 

Mr.  Fisher. — My  arrangement  was  to 
pay  at  the  earliest  *possible  moment. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— But  the  honor- 
able member  did  not  think  it  would  be 
possible  to  pay  before  the  29th.  I  am  in- 
formed that  he  said  so  to  the  press. 

Mr.  Fisher. — I  think  not;  at  least,  not 
definitely. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— Did  the  honor- 
able member  intend  to  pay  on  the  15th  July 
all  over  Australia? 

Mr.  Fisher. — If  possible. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— But  the  honor- 
able member  knew  that  it  was  not  possible. 
The  officers  of  the  Department  are  working 
very  hard  to  be  ready  by  the  29th. 

Mr.  Fisher. — They  are  doing  well. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— The  criticism 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Robertson 
would  be  very  good  if  our  syst^  were  on 
the  lines  that  he  suggests,  but  I  am  sure 
that  he  will  not  expect  the  present  Govern- 
ment to  alter  the  existing  system  within  a 
month.      The  system  in  force^here  is  to 
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meet  ordinarily  towards  the  end  of  June, 
and  the  financial  year  ends  on  the  30th 
of  that  month.  It  is,  therefore,  impos- 
sible, unless  we  present  Estimates  without 
a  knowledge  of  the  revenue  and  expendi- 
ture for  the  previous  year,  to  have  them 
on  the  table  when  Parliament  meets. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis. — But  the  Treasurer 
had  the  Estimates  before  him  in  preparing 
this  Bill. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— Only  the  Esti- 
mates of  the  year  just  expiring  were  be- 
fore the  Department  when  I  was  pre- 
paring this  Bill.  We  base  our  estimate 
fOT  temporary  Supply  upon  th^  vote  given 
last  year,  and  upon  the  expenditure,  as 
far  as  we  know  it,  up  to  the  date  when 
the  Supply  Bill  is  presented.  Of  course, 
if  the  finnncial  year  end&l  in  April,  and 
we  met  in  June,  six  weeks  or  so  after  the 
end  of  the  financial  year,  it  would  be  pos- 
sible to  have  the  Estimates  on  the  table 
when  Supply  was  asked  for,  but  evert 
then  we  should  have  to  ask  for  Supply 
just  the  same. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis. — Does  the  right 
honorable  member  think  it  impossible  to 
do  other  than  he  has  done? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.  —  Certainly. 
Even  in  England,  when  the  Estimates  are 
on  the  table,  temporary  Supply  has  to 
be  asked  for  on  the  basis  of  the  Estimates. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis. — Is  the  right  hon- 
orable gentleman's  baus  for  the  present 
Supply  .sound  or  unsound? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— T  think  it  is 
quite  sound.  We  shall  have  to  ask  for 
further  Supply  after  the  E.stimates  are  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis. — After  the  right 
honorable  gentleman  has  made  hi§  Budget 
speech  ? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST— Yes.  Honor- 
able members  are  running  no  risk  in  voting 
this  money. 

Mt.  Henry  Willis. — W«  do  not  know 
what  the  ^^loo.ooo  is  for. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  shall  explain 
that,  though  I  am  told  that  this  is  not  the 
right  time  to  do  so.  I  said  that  I  hoped 
tn  have  the  Budget  before  the  House  to- 
wards the  end  of  August ;  but  I  hope  it 
will  be  earlier  in  the  month ;  at  any  rate, 
in  alxjut  a  fortnight.  I  shall  let  honor- 
able members  know  the  date.  The  last 
Budget  was  not  placed  on  the  table  until 
J  4th  October. 

Sir  William  Lyme.— That  was  through 
the  right  honorable  m»nber. 
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Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— The  honor- 
able meml)er  for  Hume  was  Treasurer  Jit 
the  time,  and  had  been  for  more  than  a 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyme. — ^And  the  right  hon- 
cffable  member  kept  the  thing  hanging  ovct, 
resigned,  and  cleared  out. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST. -^That  was  in 
1907,  whereas  I  am  speaking  of  last  year, 
when  the  Budget  was  presented  on  14th 
October. 

Mr.  Tudor. — On  what  date  did  we  meet 
in  that  vear? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  do  not  know. 

Mr.  Tudor. — It  was  towaids  the  end  of 
September. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.  —  Honorable 
members  know  that  the  financial  year  ends 
on  the  30th  June,  and  from  that  time  until 
ParHament  met  on  i6th  September  in  the 
year  to  which  t  am  referring,  the  Trea- 
surer had  time  to  prepare  his  <^cial  state- 
ment ;  and  I  know  that,  personally,  I  ex- 
pected that  the  Budget  would  have  been 
presented  on  the  first  day  after  the  ccm- 
clusion  of  the  debate  on  the  Address-in- 
Reply. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — ^The  finandal  state- 
ment was  very  nearly  ready,  and  wai  sub- 
mitted within  a  week  or  two. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— The  14th 
October  was  a  month  after  the  meeting  of 
Parliament. 

Sir  Wiluam  Lyne. — It  was  only  in 
September  that  we  met. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— That  does  not 
matter ;  the  Budget  statement  was  not 
ready,  and  far  that  there  was  no  excuse. 

Mr.  Tudor. — We  met  on  the  i6th  Sep- 
tember. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— At  any  rate,  it 
was  a  month  afterwards  before  the  Budget 
was  prepared,  and  the  Government  had 
had  three  months  in  which  to  prepare  it. 
I  do  not  desire  to  find  any  fault,  but 
merely  to  show  that  those  who  complain 
now  did  not  act  as  well  when  they  were  in 
office  as  I  propose  to  act.  I  shall  be 
glad,  when  in  Canmittee,  to  give  any  in- 
formation that  may  be  requested. 

Mr.  MATHEWS  (Melbourne  Ports) 
[3-4]' — I  have  a  vivid  recoUecticm  of  pass- 
ing items  in  Supply  Bills  last  year,  when, 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  money  had  all 
been  spent.  Half-a-dozen  times  the  ri^ht 
honorable  member  for  Swan  took  exception 
to  such  a  method  of  procedure;  and  the 
honorable  member  for  Hume,  who  was 
Treasurer  at  the  time,  told  us^that  it  was 
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scHne  of  the  former  gentleman's  own  ac- 
counts which  had  entailed  the  expenditure. 
The  Bill  before  us  teems  with  contingencies, 
reminding  me  very  forcibly  of  a  ccmtractor's 
extras  after  everything  has  been  enumerated. 
At  the  end  of  the  Bill  there  is  a  contingency 
vote  of  ^120,000;  and  I  should  like  to 
know  whether  that  may  be  regarded  as  the 
finish  of  all  contingencies.  I  may  be  a 
little  suspicious ;  but  I  want  to  be  assured 
that  the  ;^tGo,ooo  down  in  the  BiU  under 
this  heading  is  not  to  be  used  as  a  first 
instalment  towards  the  cost  of  a  Dread- 
wtughi.  Fnxn  the  e3Q>erienoe  I  have  gained 
here,  it  is  evident  that  it  is  possible  for 
the  Treasurer  to  spend  money  in  almost  an^ 
direction,  and  then  come  and  be  indemni- 
fied by  the  House.  Is  any  of  the  ^100,000 
to  be  spent  towards  the  purchase  of  a 
Dreadnought  f 
Sir  John  Forrest. — No,  none. 

Mr.  WILKS  (Dalley)  [3.5].— Under 
cover  of  this  Supply  Bill  various  sugges- 
tions have  been  made  to  the  Government, 
and  I  should  like  to  add  one  in  connexion 
with  the  payment  of  old-age  pensions. 
Honorable  members  have  expressed  a  de- 
sire that  the  pensions  shall  be  paid  fort- 
nightly i  and  I  presume  we  are  agreed  that 
these  payments  should  be  prompt.  In  this 
connexitHi  I  desire  to  call  the  attenticm  not 
onlv  of  the  Treasurer,  but  of  the  Minister 
of  Hcane  Affairs,  to  the  fact  that,  while  it 
may  be  easy  to  pass  a  Bill  providing  for 
fortnightly  payments,  it  is  quite  another 
matter  to  have  the  money  conveyed  fort- 
nightly to  the  unfortunate  recipients.  The 
method  of  payment  is,  to  my  mind,  sugges- 
tive of  danger.  In  the  first  place,  the  ser- 
vices of  post-office  officials  are  availed  of, 
although  we  know  that,  at  the  present  time, 
they  are  simply  overweighted  with  octra* 
neous  duties,  especially  in  the  metropolitan 
md  larger  centres. 

Mr.  Fisher. — It  is  not  proposed  to  do 

that. 

Mr.  WILKS.— I  happen  to  know  that 
this  extraneous  work  is  used  as  an  excuse 
for  not  carrying  out  the  ordinary  postal 
duties ;  and  yet  we  find  that,  say,  in  Syd- 
ne>'  and  Parramatta,  the  post-office  organi- 
zation is  to  be  availed  of,  although  the  pay- 
ment of  the  pensions  under  such  circum- 
stances must  congest  the  departmental  bua- 
ness.  The  average  pensioners  are  old  and 
infirm,  and,  not  being  smart  commercial 
people,  they  are  very  cautious  and  slow  in 
the  signing  of  documents ;  and,  if  there  are 
t\vr^  f^:ivments  in  each  month  in  the  mwe 


populous  centres,  we  shall  find  the  ordinary 
business  of  the  post-cffice  retarded.  While 
I  appreciate  the  idea  of  fortnightly  pay- 
moits,  I  must  point  out  the  difl&culties 
which  the  Minister  of  Home  Affairs,  par- 
ticularly, will  have  to  provide  for  in  the 
shape  of  additional  accranmodation.  If,  in 
the  Sydney  or  Parramatta  centres,  there 
are  500  or  600  pensioners,  the  payment  of 
a  very  small  proportiwi  of  them  might  be 
sufficient  to  cause  a  congestion  of  bu^ness. 
The  same  sum  has  not  to  be  paid  to  each ; 
and  the  official,  like  a  bank  official,  will 
have  to  exercise  extra  precaution  until  he 
has  beccxne  familiar  with  the  recipients. 
These,  of  course,  are  matters  which  can 
give  rise  to  no  party  feeling ;  and  I  merely 
mention  them  in  order  to  show  that,  if  pro- 
per   facilities    are    not    provided,  fort- 
nightly  payments  cannot  be  carried  out. 
Within  a  month  frcMn  now  there  will  be 
hundreds  of  complaints  from  different  parts 
of  Australia,  alleging  that  the  payments 
cannot  be  made.      Why  heap  this  extra 
work  on  the  postal  officials?    It  has  come 
to  my  knowledge  that,  throug^HMit  the  Com- 
monwealth, they  are  now  clamouring  to 
have  extraneous  duties,  such  as  the  conduct 
of  electioneering  business,  ronoved  from 
their  shoulders,  and  it  is  impossible  for 
them  to  do  extra  work.    Res[X)nsible  offi- 
cers in  the  Department,  such  as  would  be 
chosen  for  the  administration  of  the  Pen- 
sions Act,  have  already  too  much  to  do.  I 
think  that  the  Government  will  speedily 
find  that  the  provision  already  made  is 
insufficient,  and  I  hope  that  it  will  make 
further  provisicsi  for  the  payment  of  pen- 
sions under  a  proper  and  ^cient  system. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN  (Calaie) 
[3.12]. — I  do  not  agree  with  the  honorable 
member  for  Robertson  that  a  Bud^  state- 
ment should  precede  the  introduction  of  a 
Suppiv  Bill  of  this  nature;  but  there  is  an 
objection  to  the  Bill  which  is  worthy  of 
some  consideration.  The  Govenunent  asks 
fcr  Supply  for  two  months,  and  Parlia- 
ment, by  granting  the  request,  will  dis- 
possess itself  of  the  power  to  enforce  the 
delivery  of  the  Budget  within  that  time. 
It  will'  be  wholly  for  the  Minister  to  say 
when  the  Budget  shall  be  delivered.  The 
delivery  of  the  Budget  is  of  concern,  not 
merely  to  this  Parliament,  but  also  to  the 
Parliaments  of  the  States,  which  are  now  in 
session,  and  desirous  of  learning  their  finan- 
cial positions.  It  is  impossible  for  them 
to  give  consideration  to  the  financial  ques- 
tion until  they  have  received  from  the  Trea- 
surer certain  information  which  is  generally 
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■nade  public  for  the  first  time  in  his  Bud- 
get speech.      Therefore,  to  defer  for  two 
months  the  delivery  of  the  Budget  will 
seriously  inconvenience  the  States  as  well 
as  the  Commonwealth.    It  is  for  that  rea- 
son that,  last  night,  I  voted  for  an  amend- 
ment which,  had  it  been  agreed  to,  would 
have  reduffid  our  grant  from  two  to  one 
mcmth's  Supply.    Those  who  supported 
the  amradment  were  contending  that  Par- 
liament should  retain  control  in  respect  to 
the  delivery  of  the  Budget.    The  Govern- 
ment, however,  secured  a  majority  for  its 
proposal,  and  the  Bill  has  been  introduced. 
In  mv  opinion,  the  House  has  imwisely 
given  away  its  control  of  the  Budget  for  too 
IcKip;  a  period.   With  regard  to  the  payirent 
of  old-age  pensions,  the  matters  raised  by 
the  honorable  member  for  Dalley  deserve  the 
earnest  consideration  of  the  Treasurer,  who 
will  be  wise  if  he  deals  with  them  straight 
away.  The  <^cials  of  the  Post  Office,  parti- 
cularly in  the  large  centres  of  population,  al- 
ready complain  of  the  large  amount  of  work 
they  have  to  do.    They  say  that  it  is  only  by 
working  overtime  that  they  can  cope  with 
the  postal  work  alone.      In  these  centres 
the  work  created  by  the  administration  of 
the  Old-agp  Pensions  Act  will  be  particu- 
larly heavy,  and  the  postal  officials  will  find 
it  practically  impossible  to  perform  it. 
Therefore  extra  provisioi  must  be  made. 
The  honorable  member  for  Dalley  has  also 
drawn  attenti(xi  to  the  want  of  pr(^r  ac- 
commodatim  in  the  post-offices  for  the  pay- 
ing of  pensions.    A  large  number  of  post- 
<^ces  were  built  many  years  ago,. and  the 
increase  of  population  has  made  their  ac- 
commodaticm  too  small,  even  for  the  pre- 
sent convenience  of  the  officials,  and  the 
public,  for  which  they  transact  postal  and 
telegraphic  business.    Many  post-offices  are 
often  congested  with  business  at  the  pre- 
sent time,  and  will  require  to  be  greatly  en- 
larged if  thepayingof  pensi<Hisistobedone 
within  theor  walls.    R^arding  the  payment 
of  these  pensions  semi-monthly,  I  would 
point  out  that  it  has  re«ntly  been  repre- 
sented to  me  that  in  country  districts  it 
would  often  be  more  convenient  for  pen- 
sicxiers  to  be  paid  monthly  instead  of  semi- 
monthly, because  many  of  them  live  at 
considerable   distances    frcmi    the  places 
where  the  payments  are  made,  and  it  is 
difficult  for  them  to  travel  to  those  places. 
A  number  of  them  would,  I  understand, 
like  the  present  system  of  paying  monthly 
to  continue.    I  surest  that  the  pensi(»is 
should  be  payable  semi-mmthly,  which 
Kould  convenience  pensi(»iers  in  the  citiesi 


and,  perhaps,  the  larger  part  of  the  coun- 
try pensioners,  allowing  applicants  who 
wish  to  be  paid  monthly  to  make  a  re- 
quest to  that  effect.  In  ray  opinicm,  elas- 
ticity in  the  administration  of  the  Act  will 
meet  a  large  number  of  very  deserving 
cases. 

Mr.  WATKINS  (Newcastle)  [3.20].— I  . 
agree  with  the  last  two  speakers  that  the 

postal  officials  have  not  sufficient  time  to 
administer  the  Old-age  Pensions  Act. 
Neither  do  I  think  that  the  administration 
can  be  successfully  carried  on  by  the  clerks 
of  petty  sessions.  In  the  large  centres, 
these  officers,  in  New  South  Wales  at  any 
rate,  have  many  duties  to  perform.  Some- 
times they  have  courts  to  attend  each  day, 
and  they  also  act  as  Crown  lands  agents,  and 
in  other  capacities.  They  have  not  time  to 
give  perscHial  att^itioi  to  the  payment  of 
^d-age  pensions.  I  have  heard  that,  in 
one  case,  one  of  these  crfficers  had  to  keep 
pensioners,  who  had  travelled  miles  to  see 
him,  waiting  from  aome  time  in  the  morn- 
ing until  5  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  be- 
fore he  could  give  them  his  attention. 
Applicants  and  pensicaiers  have  to  be  given 
information,  and,  in  many  cases,  instructed 
how  to  fill  in  their  forms,  and  otherwise 
comply  with  the  Act.  All  this  takes  time, 
and  the  work  is  too  much  to  add  to  the 
duties  of  officers  who  have  already  a  great 
deal  to  do.  Some  clerks  of  pettv  sessions 
are  constantly  travelling,  being  in  a  dif- 
ferent town  each  day  of  the  week.  They, 
of  course,  could  not  attend  to  the  payment 
of  old-age  pensions.  Therefore  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Act  is  likely  to  break 
down  unless  other  provision  is  made  for  it. 
I  hope  that  the  Treasurer  will  give  con- 
sideration to  these  difficulties,  and  en- 
deavour to  make  better  provision  than  now 
seems  likely  to  be  made.  I  have  no  de- 
sire to  increase  the  expense  of  administra- 
tion, but  it  is  necessary  to  make  some 
alteration. 

Mr.  BOWDEN  (Nepean)  [3.33].— The 
matters  to  which  the  honcwable  member  for 
Dalley  has  drawn  attention  should  receive 
the  careful  consideration  of  the  Treasurer 
and  the  Minister  of  Hcwne  Affairs.  In  the 
Parramatta  district  there  are  hundreds  of 
old-age  pensioners  who  are  paid  monthly. 

Mr.  FisHEB. — It  is  not  proposed  to  pay 
pensions  at  the  post-offices  in  towns  like 
Parramatta. 

Mr.  BOWDEN.— I  jHwlerstandthat  it  is 
proposed  to  piQigittfaeni' w^k0m£-cAce  in 
Parramatta. 
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Mr.  WiLKS. — Not  only  is  it  not  proposed 
to  pay  them  elsewhere,  but  the  Government 

has  given  up  a  building  for  which  the  State 
Government  paid  a  rental  of  15s.  a  week. 

Mr.  BOWDEN. — I  was  going  to  men- 
tion that.  The  State  Government  specially 
rented  a  building  in  Parramatta,  and  pen- 
sicKis  were  paid  at  the  Bank  of  New  South 
Wales.  That  bank's  public  diamber  is  at 
least  as  large  as  the  public  portion  of  the 
local  post-oiBice,  but  it  was  found  impos- 
sible to  accommodate  there  the  ordinary 
cusbHners  of  the  bank  and  old-age  pen- 
si(mers  as  well,  and  therefore  a  building 
next  door  had  to  be  rented  to  provide  a 
special  chamber  for  the  payment  of  pen- 
sions. I  have  seen  that  chamber  so  crowded 
during  the  early  days  of  a  month  that  many 
applicants  were  being  forced  to  wait  outside. 
The  ordinary  business  of  the  Post  Office 
is  sufficient  to  keep  it  busy.  The  latest 
proposal  on  the  part  of  the  Department 
of  Home  Affairs  is  that  a  small  room  at 
the  rear  of  the  building  should  be  utilized 
for  paying  the  old-age  pensions.  In  order 
to  reach  it,  the  pensioners  will  have  to  pass 
along  a  lane  which  is  the  only  means  of 
access  for  those  carrying  mail  matter  into 
the  Post  Office,  and  I  venture  to  say  that, 
when  the  first  payment  is  made,  there  will 
be  a  hopeless  congestion.  Parramatta  is 
the  centre  of  a  big  district.  Pensioners 
living  in  Granville,  Seven  Hjlls,  Baulk- 
ham  Hills,  Toongabbie.  and  places  cm  the 
southern  and  western  lines,  and  at  Auburn 
and  Rookwood  on  the  suburban  line,  will 
have  to  go  to  Parramatta  to  receive  their 
pensions,  and  the  congestion  must  be  ac- 
centuated by  the  arrangement  for  the  pay- 
ment of  tiie  pensions  fortnightly  instead  of 
monthly.  Gra\-e  complaint  has  also  Ixf  n 
made  as  to  the  impossibility  of  receiving 
prompt  attention  at  the  hands  of  the  clerlu 
of  petty  sessions  in  the  various  centres. 
In  some  towns  in  New  South  Wales 
the  clerk  of  petty  sessions  is  a  very  hard- 
worked  individual.  In  Parramatta,  he  dis- 
charges not  only  the  duties  of  clerk  of 
petty  sessions,  but  of  Crown  lands  agcait, 
registrar  of  births,  marriages,  and  dea^s, 
registrar  of  the  small  debts  court,  registrar 
of  the  District  Court,  and  of  State  elec- 
toral ofiicer.  I  do  not  know  how  many 
other  offices  he  fills.  His  office  is  not 
open  to  the  public  before  10  a.m., 
and  as  the  Court  opens  at  that  hour, 
it  is  often  impossible  for  applicants 
for  old-age  pensions  to  secure  his  atten- 
tion until  the  Court  adjourns  at  3  p.m., 
or  4  p.m.    Such  a  state  of  affairs  would 


naturally  be  inconvenient  to  the  youngest 
and  strongest  in  our  midst,  and,  having  re- 
gard to  the  age  and  infirmity  of  applicants 
for  old-age  pensions,  we  must  recognise 
that,  instead  of  their  being  subjected  to 
inconvenience,  they  should  receive  special 
consideration,  in  order  that  the  obtaining  of 
pensions  may  be  made  as  easy  as  pos- 
sible for  them.  For  that  reason,  I  hold 
that  the  Treasurer  and  the  Minister  of 
Hcane  Affairs  might  well  give  moK  at- 
tention to  this  matter,  and  more  especially 
to  the  position  in  large  centres.  I  regret  that 
the  Government  have  seen  fit  to  dispense  with 
the  old-age  pensions  office  in  Parramatta, 
and  feel  sure  that  they  will  find  it  necessary 
to  take  it  over.  As  it  is,  they  have  allowed 
the  State  to  retain  possession  of  one  of  the 
finest  officers  under  the  control  of  the  Old- 
age  Pensions  Department  in  New  South 
Wales. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR  (Boothby)  [3.29].— 
I  have  listened  carefully  to  the  complaints 
of  honorable  members  in  regard  to  the  pay- 
ment of  old-age  pensions,  and  haw  been 
wondering  what  suggesticm  the  hcmorable 
member  who  has  just  spoken  has  to  offer  to 
bring  about  an  improved  administration. 
What  does  he  think  the  Treasurer  or  the 
Minister  of  Home  Affairs  can  do  to  im- 
prove the  position  at  Parramatta  other  than 
by  continuing  the  lease  of  the  building  to 
which  he  has  referred? 

Mr.  BowDEN. — They  should  continue  the 
lease  of  the  building,  and  retain  the  ser- 
vices of  the  State  officer  who  used  to  pay 
old-age  pensions  there. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— Even  that  would 
not  o\-ercome  the  difficulty.  Parramatta  is 
not  the  onlv  large  centre  where  pen^cHis 
will  be  paid,  and  if  it  is  necessary  to  re- 
tain the  services  of  a  State  officer  there,  it 
will  also  be  necessary  to  appoint  special 
officers  for  tiiis  work  in  other  towns. 

Mr.  BowDEN. — I  think  it  will  be  found 
necessarv. 

Mr.  'BATCHELOR.— The  honorable 
member  suggests  that  the  Commonwealth 
should  engage  a  number  of  officers  to  ad- 
minister the  Old-age  Pensions  Act  throu^- 
out  Australia. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — That  will  be  found  im- 
perative befwe  long,  so  far  as  large  centres 
are  concerned. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— Parramatta  is  not 
a  huge  centre  of  population.  We  have  in 
Australia  many  towns  of  equal  size. 

Mr.  BowDEN. — Its  circumstances  are  ex- 
ceptional in  this  regard,  since  it  was  the 
centre  of  the  asylums.    Many  men  have 
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left  those  asylums  and  settled  in  the 
town. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— That  would  apply 
to  several  other  districts  in  Australia.  If 
new  ofTicers  are  to  be  appointed  and  speci- 
ally detailed  in  connexion  with  this  work  the 
expense  will  be  considerable.  I  am  not 
going  to  say  that  what  the  honorable  mem- 
ber suggests  may  not  be  necessary  in  the 
case  of  Parramatta  as  well  as  some  other 
towns,  since  I  have  not  inquired  fully  into 
the  matter.  I  certainly  think  that  the 
criticism  offered  by  the  honorable  member 
for  Dalley  as  to  the  way  in  which  the  work 
•of  postal  (^ficials  will  be  tied  up  is  quite 
legitimate.  But  I  fail  to  see  how  the  diffi- 
culty is  to  be  overcome.  In  South  Aus- 
tralia, at  all  events,  prior  to  Federation, 
police  officers  used  to  represent  the  Govern- 
ment in  many  matters,  such  as  the  collec- 
tion of  statistics,  the  cOTipilation  of  rolls, 
and  other  duties  such  as  I  gather 
from  the  remarks  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Bowden  are  now  discharged  by  Clerks 
■of  Courts  in  New  South  Wales.  The 
police  of  South  Australia  used  to  be  Poo 
Bnhs  of  the  State.  With  the  establishment 
of  Federaticvi  and  the  transfer  of  many 
State  Departments  to  the  Cbmmcmwealth, 
however,  the  postal  officials  became  the  Poo 
Bahs  and  the  policeman  is  now  the  Lord 
High  Everything  Else.  Commonwealth 
postal  officers  have,  however,  to  attend  to 
electoral,  savings  bank,  and  old-age  pensicms 
work,  and  as  our  functions  increase  they 
will  have  still  more  work  to  do.  We  shall 
have  to  recognise  sooner  or  later  that  either 
the  postal  staff  must  be  lar^ly  increased  to 
enable  this  work  to  be  coped  with,  or  we 
shall  have  to  appoint  separate  oflicers  to  do 
the  outside  vork  that  has  been  pla(^  upon 
their  shoulders.  It  is  unfair  to  charge  the 
Postmaster- General's  Department  with  the 
increased  expenditure  rendered  necessary  to 
enable  it  to  cope  with  the  extraneous  work 
that  has  been  placed  upon  its  staff.  That 
fact  is  often  overlooked.  We  hear  honor- 
able members  criticise  the  increased  cost  of 
the  Department  under  Federation,  but  it 
is  not  recognised  that  much  of  the  work 
formerly  done  by  State  (rfficials  in  other 
Departments  is  now  discharged  by  postal 
cheers.  If  we  are  to  pile  these  extra 
duties  on  them,  we  must  be  prepared  to  in- 
crease their  niunbers,  or  else  we  must  relieve 
them  of  some  of  these  extra  duties  and  ap- 
point special  officers  to  attend  to  them. 

Sir  JoiiN  FoRBEST. — That  has  already 
been  arranged. 


Mr.  BATCHELOR.— The  right  honor- 
able member  will  find  that  in  many  cases 
it  has  not  been  arranged,  I  presume  that 
he  has  in  mind  what  has  been  done  in  re- 
gard to  the  principal  centres  of  population. 
I'he  difficulties  to  which  reference  has  been 
made,  however,  arise  chiefly  in  connexicHi 
with  comp:!ratively  small  post  offices  in 
charge  of  one  officer,  who  is  the  sole  repre- 
sentative of  the  Commonwealth  in  the  dis- 
trict, and  has  also  to  attend  to  savings  bank 
and  ott  er  work  on  behalf  of  the  State.  My 
point  is  that  we  must  be  prepared  to  pay 
for  this  extra  work.  There  has  been  some 
criticisrp  of  the  statement  of  the  Treasurer 
as  to  the  date  when  the  Budget  wiU'be  de- 
livered. It  seems  to  me  that  the  difficulty 
that  always  arises  in  this  connexion  is  due 
to  the  fact  that  we  have  fixed  upcm  an 
arbitrary  date  for  the  closing  of  the  finan- 
cial year,  which  does  not  fit  in  with  our 
parliamentary  arrangements'.  The  30th  June 
has  no  special  virtue.  Why  should  we  not 
say  that  the  financial  year  should  close  on 
3Tst  March.  Parliament  seldom  meets  be- 
fore May. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — When  we  sit  in  the 
Federal  Capital  we  may  alter  the  date  of 

meeting. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— If  the  right  hon- 
orable gentleman  is  going  to  wait  until  we 
meet  in  the  Federal  Capital  before  he  brings 
about  any  reform  he  will  only  realize  the 
expectations  of  the  people  of  Australia 
generally  in  regard  to  the  progressive  cha- 
racter of  the  present  Administration.  Is 
there  any  reason  why  he  should  not  dis- 
appoint them  and  make  an  alteration  now  in 
regard  to  the  date  on  which  the  financial 
year  shall  close?  If  3i5t  March  were 
fixed  upon,  the  Government  would  be  able 
when  Parliament  met  in  May  to  bring 
down  tl)eir  policy  statement,  with  a  com- 
plete knowledge  of  the  financial  arrange- 
ments necessary  for  the  ensuing  twelve 
months.  The  existing  arrangements  worked 
very  well  when  the  State  Parliaments  used 
to  meet  on  the  ist  September  and  close  two 
or  three  months  later,  but  since  the  Cwi- 
monwealth  Parliament  meets  about  May, 
and  continues  in  session  until  December,  I 
nm  certain  that  the  pressure  would  be  con- 
siderably reduced  if  the  financial  year 
closed  on  31st  March.  Is  there  any  objec- 
tion to  the  adoption  of  such  a  course  ?  I 
am  sure  it  would  facilitate  the  work  of 
ParliamOTt  and  result  in  an  all-round  sav- 

'"^Mr.  FISHERP'a{WideQ^^^g([g7l.— I 
wish  to  ask  the  Treasurer  whether  the 
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Government  have  made  any  arrang^nent  for 
a  conference  of  Premiers  to  discuss  our 
financial  relations  with  the  States? 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  am  not  aware  of 
any  arrangement. 

Mr.  FISHER.— Has  the  right  honorable 
member  observed  a  statement  in  the  press 
that  the  Premier  of  Tasmania  has  said  that 
it  is  not  advisable  for  the  Parliament  of 
that  State  to  meet  until  the  delivery  of  the 
Commonwealth  Budget? 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  have  been  in- 
formed that  such  a  statement  was  made. 

Mr.  FISHER.~Is  it  not  an  indication 
that  the  Budeet  should  be  delivered  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment?  The  right  Junior 
able  m&nber  last  night  took  excepflcm  to 
my  statement  that  he  should  have  no  diffi- 
culty in  arranging  to  deliver  the  Budget 
statement  before  the  end  of  July.  I  still 
hold  that  view.  There  was  never  a  time 
when  the  finances  of  the  Commonwealth  were 
better  understood  than  they  are  now.  The 
scrupulous  economy  necessarily  exercised  by 
the  Treasurer  of  the  day  has  caused  ex- 
penditure to  be  kept  down,  and  there 
should  be  no  difiiculty  in  submittinf:  the 
Budget  at  an  earlv  date.  Apart  altc^ether 
from  the  desirableness  or  otherwise  of 
granting  two  months'  Supply,  the  Tieasurer 
must  recognise  that  it  is  his  duty  to  the 
Parliament  and  to  the  country  to  subout 
the  Budget  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 
Some  honorable  members  have  displayed 
remarkable  anxiety  in  regard  to  the  pay- 
ment of  old-age  pensions,  although  not  long 
since  they  declared  that  it  was  impossible 
for  the  Federal  Parliament  to  grant  them. 
We  are  delighted  to  know  that  they  will  be 
paid  as  from  ist  July.  The  late  Ad- 
ministration had  made  arrangements  to  pay 
them  at  the  earliest  possible  mcanent, 
in  the  middle  of  the  month,  if  possible, 
and^  if  that  was  not  possible  in  all  the 
States,  in  as  many  of  the  States  as  pos- 
sible. That  was  the  understanding  be- 
fore I  left  office,  and  all  our  eiforts  were 
being  made  in  that  direction.  Although 
under  the  Act  authority  is  given  to  appoint 
a  Commissioner  and  Deputy  Cwnmissioner 
of  old-age  pensions  at  a  salary  of  ;£i,ooo 
for  the  former,  and  a  considerable  sum 
for  the  latter,  the  late  Government,  and 
myself,  as  Treasurer,  administering  the 
Act,  thought  it  advisable  not  to  make  fresh 
appcHdtments  to  those  positions.  We  ap- 
pointed Mr.  Alien,  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury,  as  ConunisMoner,  and  by  that 
means  saved  jC^oo  a  year.  We  also  saved 
"»  ocMisiderable  sum  by   appointing  Mr. 


Collins,  the  Accountant  of  the  Treasury* 
as  Deputy  Commiaaoner.  By  that  act 
the  Govemmmt  saved,  not  only  a  con- 
siderable sum  of  money,  but  also  a  great 
deal  of  time,  and  obviated  a  great  deal  of 
incCKivenience.  Whatever  other  appoint- 
ments we  might  have  made,  I  believe  there 
would  have  been  confusion,  but  Mr.  Allen 
had  had  considerable  experience  of  the 
Victorian  systan,  and  was  able  to  apply 
it  to  the  service  of  the  Ccnnmonwealth, 
aiid  so  the  old-age  pensions  system  has 
been  inaugurated  with  an  exceedingly 
small  amount  of  friction,  considering  the 
difficulties  to  be  faced,  and  the  great  area 
to  be  covered.  A  material  alteration  was 
also  made  regarding  applicatims  foe  pen- 
sions. The  idea  in  the  Act  was  that 
pensions  should  not  b*  paid  until  the  ap- 
plications had  been  approved  by  the  Com- 
missioner himself.  It  was  felt  by  the 
late  Government  that  it  would  be  madtt 
better  to  make  the  questions  put  to  ap- 
plicants more  string^t  than  usual,  and  to 
enable  the  C(»nmissioner  to  pay  on  the 
auttxMity  of  the  magistrate.  That  arrange- 
ment effects  a  great  saving  of  time,  and 
avoids  inconv^ence,  because  with  the  de- 
claration of  the  magistrate  that  the  form 
is  in  order,  and  that  the  applicant  is  en- 
titled to  a  pension,  the  Commonwealth 
can  at  once  pay.  That  arrangement  is  a 
great  improvement  on  what  was  pre- 
viously proposed.  I  wish  to  ask  the  Trea- 
surer whether,  on  the  broad  principle  of 
this  Bill,  he  may  not  be  doing  something 
that  he  will  regret,  in  asking  for  two 
months'  Supply.  If  the  Government  in- 
tend to  introduce  financial  reforms,  are 
they  not  committing  themselves  to  pay  all 
services  for  two  months,  even  if  they 
are  out  of  date,  or  are  to  be  reformed 
out  of  existence?  I  imagine  from  what 
the  Prime  Minister  and  the  Treasurer  and 
other  Ministers  have  said,  that  they  intend 
to  bring  about  great  reforms  in  the  De- 
partments, and  also  to  revolutioniie  the 
defence  of  the  Commonwealth.  I  do  not 
know  whether  that  is  to  be  done  in  <»ie, 
two,  ot  three  months,  or  in  as  many 
years. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — ^This  Bill  will  not 
interfere  with  our  doing  that. 

Mr.  FISHER.— But  the  right  honor- 
able member  is  committing  himself  and 
the  country  to  carrying  on  the  expenditure 
on  the  same  lines  as  we  have  followed 
hitherto. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Thisr^lpMmply 
gives  authority  to  expend.  o 
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Mr.  FISHER.— The  sole  reasOTi  that 
the  right  honorable  member  gave  for  ask- 
ing for  two  mcMiths'  Supply  was  that  he 
intended  to  pay  <xi  the  old  basis,  and 
therefOTe  I  presume  that  he  does  not 
Intend  to  disturb  the  existing  services  dur- 
izfg  these  two  months.  *  But  my  chief 
point  is  that  the  Budget  should  be  sub- 
mitted at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 
This  ought  to  be,  above  all,  a  financial 
session,  and  if  the  right  honorable  mem- 
ber made  up  his  mind  to  apply  himself 
to  the  task,  he  should  have  no  difficulty 
in  submitting  the  Budget  before  the  end 
of  July. 

Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

In  CommUee: 

Clauses  i  to  4  agreed  to. 
Schedde. 

Divisions  i  to  10  {Parliament),  ^£5,387. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  (Gwydir)  [3.5r]._I 
<lesire  an  explanation  frcHn  the  Treasurer 
of  what  is  embodied  in  the  various  De- 
partments under  the  heading  of  Contin- 
.gencies.  Some  of  the  contingency  items 
amount  to  very  large  sums. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — All  the  cwitin- 
gencies  are  set  out  in  the  correspOTding 
divisions  in  the  Estimates- in -Chief.  When 
we  reach  the  particular  items  in  the 
schedule  I  will  give  the  details. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— Unless  we  have  that 
information  we  shall  practically  be  voting 
one-sixth  of  the  actual  amount  required 
for  the  service  of  the  year  in  the  dark. 
Surely  the  Committee  are  entitled  to  know 
-what  provision  is  being  made  for  the 
many  works  that  are  being  delayed 
throughout  the  Commcxi wealth.  If  the 
present  system  were  to  be  generally  adopted 
there  would  be  nothing  to  prevent  the 
Treasurer  from  putting  all  the  items  under 
Contingencies  in  his  bi-monthly  Supply 
Bills. 

Mr.  Johnson. — ^We  used  exactly  the 
same  arguments  when  we  were  sitting 
there,  but  honorable  members  who  are 
now  on  that  side  were  not  much  concerned 
about  them  then. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber when  on  this  side  did  many  things, 
but  he  did  not  do  them  in  the  right  way^ 
In  this  case  I  am  simply  inquiring  for  in- 
formation. In  my  electorate  many  wcn-ks 
are  delayed  waiting  for  funds,  and  I  get 
frcmi  the  Department  the  stereotyped  reply 
that  when  funds  are  available  the  works 
will  be  proceeded  with.     I  shall  be  glad 


to  hear  the  Treasurer  explain  the  items 
under  Contingencies. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  propose  to  give 
the  honorable  monber  an  example  which, 
by  showing  the  system  adopted,  should 
cover  the  whole  ground. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR  (Boothby)  [3-s6].— 
I  should  like  to  know  frcan  the  Treasurer 
what  the  amount  is  that  has  been  paid  in 
connexion  with  the  sewering  of  Parliament 
House  P  Has  the  work  been  dme  by  the 
State,  and  is  it  completed  ? 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  State  does  the 
work,  and  we  pay  the  interest.  I  think 
the  matter  had  better  be  referred  to  when 
we  reach  the  Department  of  Hwne  Affairs. 

Mr.  TUDOR  (Varra)  [3.58J.— I  desire 
to'ask  the  Treasurer  whether  it  is  pos^bte 
for  him  to  «tplain  the  item  for  Contingen- 
cies under  this  item.  Under  the  heading 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  we  have 
a  matter  of  ^^^3.250  for  Contingencies,  and 
I  should  like  the  Treasurer  to  make  an  ex- 
planation that  may  cover  other  similar 
votes  throughout  the  Bill.  The  Treasurer 
has  asked  the  honorable  member  for 
Boothby  to  defer  his  questicm  in  regard  to 
the  sewering  of  Parliament  House  until  we 
reach  the  Department  of  Home  Affairs; 
but  I  am  afraid  that,  if  we  do  so,  we  shall 
be  told  that  the  item  has  already  been 
passed.  Personally,  I  should  like  to  know 
what  are  the  arrangements  between  the 
Commonwealth  and  the  State  in  regard  to 
the  sanitation  of  the  building. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST  (Swan— Trea- 
surer)  [3.59]- — No  porti<m  of  the  expense 
of  sewering  Parliament  House  is  included 
in  this  Supply  Bill.  I  have  just  been  in- 
formed by  the  Speaker  that  the  State 
Government  of  Victoria  carried  out  the 
sewerage  works  in  this  building,  and  that 
the  Commonwealth  pays  4  per  cent,  on  the 
cost.  I  find  that  last  year  the  vote  for 
Contingencies  under  the  heading  House  of 
Representatives  amounted  to  ;£i,53o,  and 
honorable  members  are  now  asked  to  vote 
jQ22,o,  or  one-sixth.  The  items  are  set 
forth  in  the  Estimates  for  the  year  which 
is  now  expiring. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR  (Boothby)  [4.0].— I 
suppose  that  the  item  of  ;^i,2oo  for 
salaries,  under  the  heading  of  House  of 
Representatives,  means  die  salaries  of  the 
officers  of  Parliament,  and  that  the  re- 
muneration to  honorable  members  is  not 
included  ? 

Sir  John  Forrest. — That  is  so;  the 
remuneration  to^^pDjigi^rOoey^special 
appropriation.  o 
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Proposed  vote  agreed  to. 

Divisions  ii  to  i6  {Dtfartment  of  Ex- 
icrnal  Agairs),  £7,15^- 

My.  MATHLWS  (^[elbou^ne  Ports) 
[4.2]. —  i  ste  that  we  are  again  asked 
to  vuLe  an  appropriation  tor  adver- 
tising tile  resources  of  the  Conunon- 
wealti;.  This  qnestion  \v;is  threshed  out 
a;  the  end  of  last  session,  whetn 
a  large  proportion  of  the  membexs  of  the 
present  Government  were  adverse  to  the 
passing  of  any  vote  for  the  purpose.  What 
does  the  vote  mean?  It  means  that  the 
people  of  Great  Britain,  Europe,  and  else- 
where, are  being  hoodwinked  by  the  Com- 
monwealth Government.  We  all  know  the 
great  jesources  of  Australia;  but,  what  is 
the  use  of  telling  a  man  that  there  is  plenty 
of  food  in  a  restaurant  if  he  is  unable  t"> 
enter  the  restaurant  in  order  to  obtain  it? 
About  ^2,000  has  been  spent  in  filling  the 
newspapers  of  Great  Britain  with  lies,  and 
telling  the  workers  that,  if  they  come  out 
to  Australia — whether  they  be  ironworkers, 
carpenters,  or  other  mechanics — they  can 
obtain  regular  work  at  an  increased  wage. 
We  hold  out  hopes  to  them  of  improving 
their  position,  while,  at  the  same  time,  we 
know  that  almost  every  one  who  has  been 
induced  to  come  here  has  had  a  contrary 
experience.  Under  this  vote,  we  have  had 
beautiful  pictures  of  the  agricultural  pro- 
ducts of  Australia  advertised  in  newspapers 
abroad.  I  may  be  told  that  the  party  to 
^vhich  I  belong  carried  out  a  precisely 
similar  policy ;  but  it  must  not  be  forgotten 
that  my  party  followed  a  common-sense 
method,  proposing,  as  it  did,  tt>  make  ar- 
rangen^ents  by  which  immigrants  could  ob- 
tain possession  of  the  resources  of  the  Com- 
monwealth. The  present  Government,  sup- 
ported hv  men  who,  we  are  told,  have  a 
"  vested  interest  "  in  the  country,  are  said 
to  be  doing  all  they  possibly  can  to  throw 
open  Australia  to  the  people  of  Europe  : 
they  advertise  the  fact  that  any  agricultural 
product  can  he  grown  here.  However, 
we  find  that  if  farmers  from  the  Old  Coun- 
try come  here,  their  experience  is  that  look- 
ing for  suitable  land  is  like  looking  for  a 
needle  in  a  bundle  of  hay.  1  ask  th" 
Treasurer,  or  the  Minister  of  Erternal  Af 
fairs,  whether  he  can  point  to  nnv  pnrt  of 
Australia,  within  reasonable  distance  of  a 
market,  where  intending  immigrants  con!'' 
stnrt  farming  at  a  reasonable  rate?  The 
question  has  been  discussed  fime  and  again 
►  in  the  House:  and  yet  we  go  on  foolinr 
the  people  stilt  further.  Do  Ministers  in- 
tend to  open  up  the  lesources  of  the  coun- 


try before  inducing  people  to  come  here, 
or  are  they  going  to  follow  the  old  plan 
of  bringing  immigrants  to  particular  metro- 
politan centres,  with  the  inevitable  result 
of  reducing  the  wages  rate?  I  know  that, 
considering  the  majority  behind  the  Go- 
vernment, it  ig  a  matter  of  impossi- 
bility  

Mr.  Batchelqb. — There  is  a  very  smalt 
majority  behind  them  at  the  present  mo- 
ment, anvhow ! 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— But  the  Government 
supporters  are  within  call,  and  when  the 
Iwll  rings  and  the  whip  cracks,  they  will 
<"ome  in  and  vote,  wliether  they  believe  in 
the  proposal  or  not. 

Dr.  LiDDELL. — As  a  point  of  order,  I 
nsk  that  the  honorable  member  withdraw 
that  remark.  I  object  to  be  charged  with 
voting  for  proposals  whether  or  not  I  be- 
lieve in  them. 

The  CHAIRMAN'.— I  am  sure  that  if 
the  honorable  meml)er  for  Melbourne  Ports 
has  said  anj  thing  which  is  offensive  to  the 
honorable  member  for  Hunter,  he  wiU 
withdraw  it. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— If  I  have  said  any- 
thing offensive  to  the  honorable  member  for 
Hunter,  I  withdraw  it ;  but  the  honorable 
member  has  to  admit  that,  in  a  party  of 
fusion,  many  must  sink  their  opinions  to 
a  certain  extent. 

Dr.  LiDDELL. — I  do  not  accept  that  as 
an  apology;  because  it  is  simply  making 
bad  worse. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— I  again  apologize  if 
anything  I  have  said  hurts  the  tender  feel- 
ings of  the  honorable  member  for  Hunter ; 
but  the  honorable  member  must  admit  that 
the  party,  composed  as  the  party  behind  the 
Government  is  composed,  have,  during  my 
term  in  this  Parliament,  held  opinions  dia- 
metricallv  opposed  to  each  other. 

The  CHAIRN[AN.— Is  the  honorable 
member  going  to  connect  his  remarks  with 
the  Department  of  External  Affairs? 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— I  wish  to  show  that, 
if  the  Ministry  spends  money  in  advertising 
the  resources  of  the  Commonwealth,  it 
should  follow  up  its  action  by  making 
these  resources  available  to  people  who 
come  here. 

Mr.  McDouGALL. — I  draw  attention  to 
the  state  of  the  Committee.  [Quorum 
jormcd.  1 

]\rr.  MATHE\VS.~I  am  pleased  that 
the  Prime  Minister  has  now  come  into  the 
chamber,  because  I  have  a  vivid  recollec- 
tion that,  during  the  latter  parti  of  last 
sessioA.  he  stated^  tha^  ht^Ii^tdg^TouTed 
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10  get  the  Premiers  of  the  States  to  make 
the  resources  of  the  country  available  to 
immigrants.  No  member  has  done  more  in 
that  direction;  but. he  has  admitted  that  the 
State  Premiers  would  not  assist  him.  He 
was  willing,  as  Prime  Minister  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, to  spend  nxmey  in  advertising 
the  resources  of  Australia,  but  the  only 
outcome  of  what  was  done  was  that  certain 
persons  were  brought  here  by  means  of 
false  ix-omises.  I  ask  him,  therefore,  if 
it  would  not  be  futile  to  continue  this  work  ? 
If  he  were  to  tell  me  that  it  is  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Gmernment  to  introduce,  in  the 
near  future,  a  land  tax  for  the  purpose  of 
breaking  up  the  large  estates,  and  making 
land  available  for  settlement,  I  should  at 
once  sit  down;  but  as  lie  has  recently 
charged  the  Labour  party  with  supporting 
vrliat  he  calls  extreme  legislation,  I  have 
not  murh  hope  that  he  will  do  that.  Yet 
hf  knows  that  it  is  cruel  in  the  extreme  to 
Invite  immigrants  from  Euroi)e  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  our  resources  when  those  re- 
sources are  not  available  to  them.  It  was 
the  reverse  of  pleasurable  to  me  last  ses- 
sion to  read  in  newspapers  which  were 
fax'orable  to  an  immigration  policy  admis- 
sions to  the  effect  that  we  could  get  thou- 
sands of  immigrants  more  than  we  have 
land  for.  Does  the  Prime  Minister,  in 
view  of  the  impossibilitv  of  getting  the 
State  Premiers  to  help  in  making  land 
available,  intend  to  introduce  a  Federal 
Bill  which  will  open  up  our  resources  to 
immigrants?  As  a  very  minor  light,  I 
hardly  expect  to  receive  a  reply  from  him. 
Rut  t  believe  that,  bad  as  he  is,  he  has 
certain  good  intentions,  and  that  if  his 
position  in  the  present  Administration  were 
strong  enough,  he  would  make  some  pro- 
posal nf  that  kind.  Since  our  past  adver- 
fislnii  has  brought  here  boilermakers,  en- 
^neers,  5tonemas<ms,  and  workers  in  the 
iron  trades,  of  whom  only  a  few  could  ob- 
tain remunerative  employment,  is  it  not 
high  time  to  stop  spending  money  until  we 
have  made  proper  provision  for  those 
whom  we  seek  to  attract  ? 

Mr.  McWiLUAMs.— Three-fourths  of 
the  late  Administration  came  to  Australia 
as  immigrants,  and  not  one  of  them  went 
on  the  land. 

Mr.  MATHEWS— Twenty  or  thirty 
\i-.irs  ago,  those  who  ne»-d(Nl  land  could  get  it. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — ^There  was  a  land- 
grant  svstem  in  South  Australia. 

Mr.  '^fATHEWS.— Yes;  and  Victoria 
was  offering  large  areas  on  easy  terms  of 


selection.  But  members  of  Parliament,  the 
newspaper  writers,  and  the  man  in  the 
street,  all  know  that  it  is  worse  than  a 
crime  to  ask  immigrants  to  come  to  this 
State  to  take  up  land  now.  Even  the  Ccxi- 
servative  press  admits  this.  That  great 
journal,  the  Age,  which  has  now  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Parramatta  under  its 
thumb,  admits  it.  The  honorable  member 
used  to  charge  me  with  being  under  the 
thumb  of  the  Age,  but  that  was  not  so. 
That  newspaper  has  never  supported 
me,  and  never  will.  It  is  said  that 
the  is  U-coming    a    supplement  to 

the  Argus.  I  do  not  say  that  that  is 
true,  though  there  is  certainly  a  tendencj- 
in  that  direction.  But,  much  as  we  may 
ccHidemn  its  dirty  methods  in  criticising 
politicians,  we  must  admit  its  greatness.  It 
has  pointed  out  to  the  people  of  Victoria, 
and  to  the  members  of  this  Parliament, 
that  it  is  criminal  to  bring  persons  here 
for  whom  there  is  no  land.  The  Sydney 
daily  newspapers  have  made  the  same  ad- 
mission. There  is,  of  course,  land  which 
is  not  in  occupation,  but  it  is  such  as  no 
man  could  earn  a  living  upon,  or  so  far 
from  markets  that  it  would  be  cruel  to  ask 
those  who  do  not  understand  our  climate 
and  conditions  to  take  it  up.  As  an  Aus- 
tsalian,  I  take  an  interest  in  these  pro- 
blems. I  know  that,  unless  the  agncul- 
tural  areas  of  Victoria  are  opened  up,  the 
cities  will  suffer.  But  I  believe  that  there 
are  little  angels  sitting  above,  and  lesser 
angels  below,  who  will  look  after  the  in- 
terests of  those  in  the  agricultural  dis- 
tricts. My  principal  reason  for  speaking 
on  this  subject  is  that  1  cannot  shut  my 
eyes  to  the  fact  that  the  exhibition  in  the 
did  World  of  pictures  sliowing  the  pro- 
ductiveness of  this  country,  its  great  build- 
ings, and  its  vast  foundries,  will  bring 
here  men  for  v/hom  there  will  be  no  em- 
ployment. Already  immigrants  have  come 
to  electorates  like  mine,  and  that  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Dal  ley,  who  have 
made  the  competition  of  the  artisans  there 
keener.  Their  coming  has  rechiced  (he 
quantity  of  work  available,  and,  in  the 
near  future,  must  bring  about  a  reduction 
of  wages,  too.  I  do  not  wish  to  see  those 
whom  I  represent  injured  in  this  way.  The 
exhibition  of  pictures,  and  the  glowing  ad- 
vertisements of  agents,  will  attract  to  Aus- 
tralia persons  who  naturally  wish  to  im- 
prove their  condititHi,  and  who  think  that, 
as  this  is  a  new  country,  its  resources  must 
he  as  described.  Had  theflfeffialati^whrch 
the  Fisher  Go\-ert^WM^^^li>Toduce 
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been  passed,  the  country  would  be  what  it 
is  being  described;  but  those  necessary  re- 
fcmns  have  yet  to  be  put  into  operaticxi.  I 
know  of  three  families  who  immigrated  to 
New  South  Wales,  and  then  came  to  Vic- 
toria, finally  returning  to  the  Old  Country, 
some  by  the  steamer  in  which  they 
came  out,  and  some  by  the  next  one. 
Apart  altogether  from  the  cruelty  of  induc- 
ing people  to  ctxne  to  Australia  by  means  of 
false  adv«tisemait$,  we  ought  in  the  inte- 
rests of  the  Commoiwealth  itself  to  put  an 
end  to  a  sys^  that  cannot  redound  to  our 
credit.  After  we  have  prepared  our  house 
we  should  invite  people  to  come  and  oc- 
cupy it.  If  we  do  that,  we  shall  do  well. 
I  should  like  this  item  to  be  rejected,  but 
I  suppose  that  the  free  majority  behind 
the  Government  will  carry  it.  I  trust  that 
the  Ministry  will  take  precautions  to  pre- 
vent a  recurrence  of  the  cruel  experience 
ot  people  who  have  come  to  our  shores  in 
I  he  circumstances  I  have  indicated,  and  that 
thev  will  see  that  men  already  in  Australia 
are  not  robbed  of  the  little  employment 
offering  by  reason  of  people  being  attracted 
to  Australia  by  false  advertisements  in- 
serted in  newspapers  in  the  Old  World. 

Mr.  KELLY  (Wentworth)  [4.27].— tcan- 
not  agree  with  the  honorable  member  who 
has  just  resumed  his  seat,  and  who,  I  think, 
completely  overlooked  the  fact  that  every 
man  who  comes  to  this  country  offers  in  him- 
self a  market  for  the  produce  of  those 
already  here.  If  we  wish  to  maintain  the 
White  Australia  about  which  the  Labour 
party  are  always  clamouring  on  the 
platform,  we  must  do  what  we  can 
to  populate  the  Commmwealth  with 
people  of  our  own  race,  and  so  save 
it  from  aggression  on  the  part  of  the  people 
of  overcrowded  Eastern  countries.  I  am 
glad  that  we  have  ul  power  a  Government 
that  will  probably  enrcise  a  close  scrutiny 
over  the  maimer  in  which  amounts  are  ex- 
pended in  connexion  with  this  advertising 
account.  I  have  in  mind  a  certain  bargain 
that  was  made  by  the  Government  that  has 
just  retired  from  office,  a  bargain  whidi  1 
hope  will  not  be  imitated  by  Governments 
to  come,  ir  there  be  any  possibility  of  such 
a  bargain  being  repeated,  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  institute  a  Committee  of  Public 
Accounts,  such  as  exists*  in  ccnmexion  with 
tiie  House  of  Commons.  That  Committee 
is  of  a  non-party  diaracter,  and  possesses 
power  to  diamine  accounts,  scrutinize  all 
TuinMM  call  for  witnesses  and  examine  every 
itered  into  by  the  Government 


Mr.  Hutchison. — Did  not  the  honorable 
m^ber  object  to  a  bargain  made  some  time 
ago  by  the  present  Prime  Minister? 

Mr.  KELLY.— I  have  objected  to  bar- 
gains entered  into  by  Governments  con- 
trolled by  the  Labour  party,  and  I  am 
going  to  object  now  to  a  bargain  entered 
into  by  the  late  Labour  Government.  The 
honorable  member  for  Melbourne  P(xts  said 
that  an  outrage  was  done  to  the  workers 
already  in  Australia  by  distributing  in 
England  false  advertisements  as  to  the 
prosperity  of  Australia  which  induced 
immigrants  to  come  here  before  land  or 
occupation  was  i)rovided  for  them. 

,Mr.  Mathews. — Tlie  Labour  Govern- 
ment endeavoured  to  6nd  land  and  occupa- 
tion for  immigrants,  and  would  have  done 
so  had  they  remained  in  office. 

Mr.  KELLY. — I  have  before  me  a  cchi- 
tract  that  the  late  Government  entered  into 
with  the  proprietor  of  a  newspaper  called 
the  Clarion,  under  which  they  agreed  to 
purchase  7,000  copies  at  j£$o  above  their 
face  value.  In  other  words,  they  agreed  to 
give  j£so  more  than  the  proprietor  could 
have  obtained  for  the  7,000  copies  had  Aey 
been  sold  from  book  stalls. 

Mr.  Crouch. — Who  is  the  proprietor? 

Mr.  KELLY.— Mr.  Randolph  Bedford, 
who,  I  am  glad  to  know,  has  since  become 
a  member  of  the  Labour  party. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — He  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  it  for  years. 

Mr.  KELLY.— We  have  the  authority  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Bourke  that  Mr. 
Bedford  recently  offered  to  stand  in  this 
State  in  what  was  known  as  the  Liberal 
interest.  The  copies  were  purchased  for 
circulation,  not  only  in  England — to  attract 
a  type  of  immigrant  to  which  the  bcxxvable 
member  for  Melboiune  Ports  objects,  pend- 
ing employment  bring  found  for  them  heie 
— ?mt  Uirougbout  the  Southern  countries  of 
Europe.  We  were  told  that  these  copies 
were  circulated  in  Germany,  Austria,  Italy, 
England,  Ireland,  and  other  countries. 

Dr.  Maloney. — And  translated  into 
several  foreign  languages. 

Mr.  KELLY.— Quite  so.  Probably  the 
extra  £50  was  paid  for  the  translations? 
I  am  endeavouring  to  ascertain  why  it  was 
paid. 

Mr.  Watkins. — ^T.he  honorable  member 
makes  an  accusation  befote  he  has  aaoer* 
tained  the  facts. 

Mr.  KELLY.— An  accusation  of  what? 

Mr.  Watkins. — The  honorable  member 
by  innuendo  has  accused  th^  late  Govern- 
ment of  lots  of  thipg;^^,,^ Google 
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Mr.  KELLY. — I  stand  by  every  word  I 
have  uttered. 

Mr.  HxrrcHisoH. — Can  a  newspaper  be 
printed  in  several  languajfes  for  nothing? 
•  Mr.  KELLY.— Was  Mr.  Bedford  in- 
trusted with  the  work  of  translating  this 
issue  into  several  languages?  I  wish  to 
know  for  what  the  extra  j£5o  was  really 
paid.  The  ex-Minister  of  External  Affairs 
is  now  in  the  Chamber.  Unfortunately, 
when  this  bargain  was  first  published  he 
was  in  Papua.  Perhaps  he  will  tell  us  why 
the  Jate  Government  paid  the  proprietOT  of 
the  Clarion  ^50  over  and  above  the  face 
value  of  the  7,000  copies  which  they  pur- 
chased from  him. 

Mr.  Batchelob. — ^The  hcHiorable  memb^ 
has  no  right  to  catechise  me,  since  he  voted 
me  out  of  (rffice. 

Mr.  KELLY.— The  honorable  member 
claims,  because  of  that  vote,  that  he  is 
absolved  from  all  responsibility  for  his 
acti<xis  as  a  Minister.  It  is  an  easy  way 
to  avoid  answering  the  question !  The 
confidence  that  my  honorable  friends 
have  in  Mr.  Bedford's  capadty  is  not 
shaken  bv  the  wonderful  good  which 
the  circulation  of  his  paper  abroad 
is  likely  to  do  in  bringing  about  foreign 
immigration  to  Australia,  for  I  understand 
that  they  have  since  nominated  him  fen*  a 
Labour  seat  in  o^der  that  he  may  denounce 
the  labour  project  which,  as  editor  of  the 
Clarion,  he  was  so  anxious  to  promote. 

Mr.  King  O'Mallev. — They  have  not 
nominated  him. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — He  is  in  a  ball(Jt  for  nomi- 
nation. 

Mr.  KELLY. — He  is  nominated  for 
ballot.  I  confess  that  some  of  diese 
Labour  methods  of  recognising  the  signal 
* '  worth '  *  of  their  supporters  do  not 
oranmend  themselves  to  my  judgment. 
The  statements  that  have  been  made 
this  afternoon  by  the  hcmorable  mem- 
ber for  Melbourne  Ports  would  come 
more  gracefully  from  a  member  of 
a  party  that  was  consistently  trying 
to  keep  out  immigration  from  Austra- 
lia. Such  a  policy,  I  think,  is  suicidal, 
but  if  my  honorable  friends  wish  to  talk 
ordinary  clap-trap  as  to  the  way  in  which 
immigrants  must  interfere  with  those 
already  in  the  country,  I  say  that  their  own 
Government  ought  to  have  kept  dear  of  fuiy 
such  contract  as  that  to  which  I  have  re- 
ferred. 

Mr.  Watkins.— They  had  to  spend  this 
monev  according  to  the  instructicHis  given 
bv  Parliament 


Mr.  KELLY.— Wheie  are  those  instruc- 
tions to  be  found  ? 

Mr.  Watkins.— For  what  did  Pariia- 
ment  vote  the  money  ? 

Mr.  KELLY. — Every  one  knows  that  we 
vote  certain  sums  that  may,  or  may  not,  be 
expended.  It  is  not  essential  that  votes 
of  this  kind  should  be  expended.  I  am 
sure  that  Parliament  never  had  the  slightest 
idea  that  money  would  be  expended  m  the 
way  I  have  indicated  to  advertise  in  foreign 
countries  the  merits  of  Australia.  I  have 
not  seen  the  article  in  questi<»],  and  do  not 
know  what  its  value  is. 

Mr.  Watkins.— The  whole  trouble  is 
that  an  Australian  artist  was  patnxiized. 

Mr.  KELLY. — I  dare  say  that  inquiry 
would  show  that  amcxtg  the  Labour  party 
there  are  fewer  Australian  born  than  there 
are  on  this  side  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Mathews. — But  we  have  a  more 
truly  Australian  spirit  than  have  honorable 
members  opposite. 

Mr.  KELLY. — ^uKerely  hope  that  the 
Treasurer  will  see  that  payments  out  of 
this  account  are  sudi  as  may  be  immediately 
submitted  to  the  House,  and  indorsed  by  it 
as  having  been  made  in  the  true  interests 
of  Australia,  and  as  calculated  to  bring  to 
our  shores  the  type  of  immigrants  we  want 
from  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland, 
and  not  a  type  we  do  not  want  frran  the 
southern  countries  of  Europe. 

Dr.  MALONEY  (Melbourne)  [4.35].— I 
am  astounded  at  the  attempt  made  \^  the 
honorable  member  for  Wentworth  to  at- 
tack a  man  of  the  calibre  of  Mr.  Randolph 
Bedford.  Certainly,  the  honorable  mem- 
ber admitted  that  he  had  not  read  the  article 
in  the  issue  of  the  Clarion,  purchased  by 
the  late  Government.  Had  he  done  so, 
it  would  have  improved  any  brains  that  he 
may  possess.  Even  with  the  power  of  the 
purse  behind  him,  the  honorable  member 
will  never  occupy  the  position  that  Mr. 
Bedford  will  hold,  not  only  in  the  hearts 
of  the  people  of  Australia,  but  in  the  lite- 
rary world  wherever  the  English  language 
is  spoken.  I  did  not  know  that  the  late 
Government  had  purchased  a  certain  num- 
ber of  copies  of  the  Clarion,  but  if,  after 
perusing  the  article,  they  saw  fit  to  enter 
into  the  CMitract  referred  to,  I  think  they 
did  well.  I  have  read  the  article,  and 
do  not  heatate  to  say  that  never  be- 
fwe  has  an  attempt  been  made  to  enable 
such  a  publication  to  be  read  by  people 
of  manr  nations.  It  was  translated  into 
several  European  languagps,  with  tjhe  result 
that  when  we  ha^iAde$knc0^I^ocking 
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the  lands  of  Australia,  many  desirable  im- 
migrants will  be  attracted  to  our  shores.  I 
rem^ber  the  statement  made  by  the  present 
Prime  Minister  some  time  ago,  that  it  was 
our  duty  first  of  ail  to  find  land  for  the 
people  already  here,  and  then,  and  only 
then,  for  any'white  men  wlio  might  choose 
to  come  here.  No  one  will  deny  that  the 
State  land  laws  are  infamous.  The  hon- 
orable member  for  Adelaide  will  bear  out 
my  statement  that  recently  there  were  no 
fewer  than  i,ooo  applications  for  127  al- 
lotments a  little  outside  of  Adelaide,  and 
that  hundreds  of  people  had  to  be  turned 
away  disappointed.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Wentworth  dishonoured  himself  and 
his  education  when  he  attacked  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph Bedford  as  he  did.  He  says  that 
that  gentleman  endeavoured  to  stand  as  a 
Liberal.  How  could  he  do  so  when  he 
was  a  Labour  man  ? 

Mr.  Mauger. — He  did  come  to  me,  and 
oITer  to  stand  as  a  Liberal. 

Dr.  MALONEY. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber, I  am  sure,  is  doing  himself  an  injustice 
in  making  that  statement.  Mr.  Bedford 
may  have  asked  for  his  assistance  just  as, 
in  the  past,  I  have  asked  the  honorable 
member  for  his,  and  he  has  asked  for 
mine. 

Mr.  Mauger. — He  begged  to  be  selected 
as  a  Deakin  candidate. 

Dr.  MALON'KY.— He  could  not  stand 
as  a  Deakin  candidate  and  a  Labour  candi- 
date at  the  same  time  any  more  than  the 
honorable  member  could  have  stood  as  a 
Deakin  candidate  when  he  offered  himself 
for  election  as  a  Labour  man. 

Mr.  Mauger. — I  know  that  he  asked  mi 
to  arrange  for  his  selection  as  a  Deakin 
candidate. 

Dr.  MALONEY.— I  repeat  that  he  could 
not  stand  both  as  a  Deakinite  and  a  Labour 
candidate. 

Mr.  Mauger. — There  was  no  Labour 
party  or  pledge  at  that  time. 

Dr.  MALONEY.— That  is  a  petty 
quibble,  which  is  unworthy  of  the  honorable 
member.  I  am  sorry  to  have  to  say  that, 
l>ecause  I  love  the  honorable  memlwr  for 
the  good  work  that  we  have  done  shoulder 
to  shoulder.  I  notice  that  under  the  De- 
partment of  External  Affairs,  Administra- 
tive Division,  the  contingencies  total  ^^^488 
more  than  the  salaries.  I  always  hara  a 
suspicion  about  contingencies ;  and  I  would 
like  to  see  the  items  put  as  clearly  as  they 
would  be  in  the  balance-sheet  of  any  finan- 
■^"ial  institution.    Under  "  Executive  Coun- 


cil," the  contingencies  are  cwily  ^30,  as 
compared  with  j^i^S  salaries ;  but  for 
the  Offices  of  the  Commonwealth  in  Lon- 
don, the  contingencies  are  again  larger 
than  the  salaries.  That  brings  me  to  the 
proposed  vote  of  ;^2,ooo  for  advertising  the 
resources  of  the  Commonwealth.  I  indorse 
every  remark  made  by  the  honorable  man- 
ber  for  Melbourne  Ports,  although  the  hon- 
orable member  who  preceded  me  criticised 
his  statements.  It  is  well  known  that 
men  have  gone  frcaa  here  to  the  Old  Coun- 
try painting  such  pictures  of  the  conditions 
in  Australia  that  the  only  word  that  can 
filly  daicribe  them  is  "Uar."  Men  are 
inducc-d  to  cmne  here,  and  find  they  cannot 
get  land.  I  indorse  the  sentiment  pre- 
viously uttered  by  the  Prime  Minister,  that 
we  must  make  the  land  available  first  for 
our  own  people,  and  then,  when  they  are 
settled,  open  our  arms  in  wide  welcome 
to  any  member  of  the  white  race  who  will 
come  here.  Mx.  Randolph  Bedford  is 
well  known,  not  only  here,  but  in  Great 
Britain,  as  a  litterateur.  He  has  published 
three  books  there,  and  has  written  a  play 
called  "  White  Australia,"  which  I 
advise  the  honorable  member  for  Went 
worth  to  see.  The  one  note  pervading  that 
play  is  "  The  land  for  the  people."  In 
the  Northern  Territory,  the  vile  system  of 
land  tenure  that  we  have  copied  from  Great 
Britain  i^  in  full  force.  In  fact,  through- 
out Australia,  one  cannot  take  a  journey 
by  any  railway  without  seeing  large  tracts 
of  unused  land.  The  Commonwealth  or 
the  States,  or  the  municipalities,  as  repre- 
senting the  people,  should  have  the  right  to 
resume  land  at  the  va,Iue  which  the  owner 
would  put  upon  it,  provided  that  he  is 
willing  to  pay  rates  and  taxes  based  upon 
that  valuation.  That  would  prevent  him 
fiom  robbing  the  community,  as  it  has  too 
frequently  been  robbed  in  the  past.  If 
the  Go\'ernment  will  introduce  a  land  tax 
which  will  permit  the  land  to  be  given  to 
the  people,  they  will  have  the  support,  not 
only  of  their  own  followers,  but  also  of 
this  party,  for  that  is  a  plank  in  our  plat- 
form. I  shall  gladly  give  my  vote  for  such 
a  measure,  if  the  Government  have  the 
courage  to  introduce  it.  If,  however,  they 
think  that  they  are  only  going  to  mark 
time  on  that  quesdon,  hcxiorable  members 
in  this  Chamber,  and  the  people  outside! 
will  not  permit  them.  I  care  little  who 
are  on  the  Treasury  bench,  so  long  as  they 
bring  in  good  measures ;  and  if  the  present 
Government  will  ir^^^^^^|,^at 
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I  believe  in,  they  will  have  my  support,  so 
far  as  it  is  In  keeping  with  the  planks  of 
my  platform  and  the  pledges  I  gave  my 
c(xistituents.  If  the  Minister  of  External 
Affairs  would  explain  the  items  of  "Con- 
tingencies," it  might  prevent  a  good  deal 
of  debate. 

Mr.  GROOM  (Darling  Downs— Min- 
ister of  External  Affairs)  [4-47]- — In  the 
Estimates- in-Chief,  when  they  are  sub- 
mitted, the  honorable  member  will  find 
the  items  comprised  under  **C<Mitingen- 
cies"  set  out  in  detail,  just  as  they  would 
appear  in  any  ordinary  balance-sheet. 
They  will  include  telegrams  that  have 
to  be  sent  betveoi  here  and  the  c^5ce  at 
Home  on  public:  matters,  the  printing  and 
distribution  of  the  Commonwealth  GazetUf 
which  alone  amounts  to  ;^i,Soo  a  year; 
the  printing  and  distribution  of  the  Com- 
monwealth Statutes  to  the  States  Govern- 
ments, &c. ,  which  costs  something  like 
;^8oo  a  year;  interpreters'  fees  and  cost  of 
administration  of  the  Immigration  Restric- 
tion Act,  postage  and  telegrams,  ofiice  re- 
quisites, other  printing  and  record  books, 
travelling  expenses,  temporary  assistance, 
and  incidental  cash  expenditure.  The 
,^1.488  in  contingencies  under  the  Admin- 
istrative Division  is  entirely  made  up  of 
those  items  of  which  the  House  has  ap- 
proved before,  and  which  will  appear  in 
detail  later  on. 

Mr.  SPENCE  (Darling)  [4.49].— Hon- 
orable members  should  not  take  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Wentworth  seriouslv. 
He  seldom  takes  things  seriously  himself ; 
and  in  this  matter  he  has  followed  the 
oid  game  of  drawing  a  red  herring  across 
the  track,  in  order  to  divert  attention  frcm 
an  important  matter  in  which  he  knows  that 
lionorable  members  on  this  side  take  a 
serious  interest.  It  is  evident  that  the  Go- 
vernment are  continuing  to  expend  ;^i,ooo 
a  month,  or  ;^i2,ooo  a  year,  on  advertis- 
ing, and  it  is  about  time  we  knew  what  sort 
of  advertisements  they  are  issuing,  I  have 
had  a  great  deal  of  evidence  that  the  money 
i«  being  spent  in  such  a  way  as  really  to 
degrade  Australia  in  the  eyes  of  the  people 
cf  the  Old  World.  Nothing  madder  could 
he  imagined  than  for  tlie  Parliament  of  the 
Commonwealth  to  spend  mcmey  to  do  an 
injury  to  the  countrv  whose  interests  it  is 
supposed  to  look  after.  Through  being 
connected  with  a  very  large  organization, 
which  has  its  memljership  principally  in 
country  districts,  and  which  covers  the 
whole  of  Australia,  I  have  special  oppor- 
timities  of  knowing  the  effect  of  the  adver- 


tisements on  those  who  are  brought  to 
Australia  by  their  agency.  The  state  of 
the  labour  market  is  a  serious  matter  to 
that  organizati<Hi,  and  we  have  ojiportuni- 
ti^  and  machinery  for  collecting  informa- 
ti(xi  that  no  Commonwealth  Department 
possesses,  or  has  attempted  to  provide. 
There  are  many  hundreds,  and  even  thou- 
sands of  people,  brought  to  Australia  by 
the  lying  advertisements  that  have  been  cir- 
culated. The  worst  offender  is  the  New 
South  Wales  Government,  but  Queensland 
is  about  ^s  bad,  and  apparently  the  Com- 
monwealth has  been  helping, 

Mr.  Frazer. — Will  the  hcxiorable  mem- 
ber ascertain  frcsn  the  Minister  what  it  is 
proposed  to  do  with  the  ;^2,ooo? 

Mr.  SPENCE.— The  honorable  membef 
must  have  great  faith  in  me  if  he  thinks 
I  can  extract  any  information  frOTn 
the  Minister.  The  whole  House  has 
failed  so  far  to  get  any  informa- 
tion out  of  the  Government,  except  a 
small  explanation  of  the  item  of  "  Con- 
tingencies." It  has  been  pointed  out  be- 
fore that  the  term  is  very  misleadinjs;,  and 
some  change  ought  to  be  made  m  the 
method  at  present  followed  by  the  Depart- 
ments, We  cannot  draw  from  the  Min- 
ister a  statement  of  what  the  Government 
propose  to  do  with  regard  to  advertising 
the  CcMnmonwealth.  The  present  Prime 
Minister,  when  he  was  in  different  com- 
pany, put  forward  a  policy  which  we  could, 
not  CTwnplain  of.  He  said  that  openings  on 
the  land  ought  first  to  be  provided,  but  he 
is  in  new  company  now.  He  is  in  the  com- 
pany of  those  who  support  what  has  been 
taking  place,  particularly  in  New  South 
Wales.  The  whole  thing  is  most  degrad- 
ing. Thousands  of  people  are  being 
brought  to  Australia,  and  those  who  have 
any  chance  of  doing  so  get  away  back  again 
at  once,  and  tell  the  truth  to  the  people 
of  the  Old  World,  while  those  who  have  to 
stay  here  write  to  their  friends  at  Home 
and  warn  them  not  to  come  to  Australia. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis. — 'Why? 

Mr.  SPENCE.—Because  they  had  been 
misled.  Many  of  them  are  carrying  their 
swags.  The  honorable  member  for 
Robertson,  who  has  some  sense,  even  if  the 
honorable  member  for  Wentwtnrth  lacks  it, 
will  realize  what  it  means  to  a  man  fresh 
frcnn  England  to  have  to  carry  his  swag 
and  cadge  his  tucker  through  the  western 
portions  of  Queensland  and  New  South 
Wales. 

Sir   John  Forrest.— ^re   those  new- 
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Mr.  SPENCE. — Yes,  they  are  men  whom 
the  money  of  the  people  of  Australia  has 
been  spent  in  helping  to  bring  out.  The 
foreign  consuls  in  Sydney  dare  not  speak 
out  publicly ;  but  I  know  that  men  who 
cannot  speak  a  vtord  of  English  have  been 
induced  to  come  to  New  South  Wales,  and 
have  gwie  to  the  consuls  begging  to  be  sent 
back  to  their  own  country  again,  as  they 
were  unable  to  get  any  work.  It  is  a  mean, 
cruel,  and  outrageous  thing  to  bring  such 
mer,  here,  and  no  man  with  a  heart  would 
be  a  party  to  it.  It  could  only  be  done 
by  men  Hke  Dr.  Arthur,  who  poses  as 
president  of  the  Australian  Immigration 
League,  and  has  published  advertisonents 
all  over  the  Continent  in  the  languages  of 
the  various  Eurc^an  countries  wnico  lead 
the  people  to  suppose  that  he  is  president 
of  a  republic.  Those  advertisements  in- 
duce men  to  come  here,  and  they  think  that 
they  are  sure  to  find  plenty  of  work  when 
they  arrive.  There  is  also  evidence  in  the 
city  of  Sydney  that  girls  who  have  been 
brought  out  as  domestics  have  been  driven 
to  ruin,  and  on  to  the  streets  of  Sydney. 
The  Government  have  spent  money  to  help 
to  bring  that  about.  Dr.  Arthur  is  some- 
where in  England  now.  He  was  notorious 
in  Australia  as  the  man  who  cared  nothing 
for  the  truth.  Of  course  there  is  a  great 
game  behind  it  all.  Not  Icxig  ago,  in  a  case 
in  the  Police  Court  at  Orange,  evidence 
^vas  given  that  a  man  who  was  brought  out 
as  an  immigrant  had  received  for  his  work 
the  magnificent  wage  of  2S.  a  week.  The 
honorable  member  for  Wentworth,  in  his 
characteristic  ignorance  of  what  he 
is  talking  about,  says  that  every 
immigrant  will  be  an  additional  con- 
sumer, and  so  create  a  market.  What 
sort  of  a  market  does  a  man  present 
who  earns  as.  a  week?  This  man,  I  may 
say,  had  a  very  liberal  employer,  because, 
after  five  weeks,  the  wage  was  raised  volun- 
tarily to  five  shillings.  He  found  out, 
however,  that  others  in  the  district  were  get- 
ting los.  a  week,  and  he  sued  his  employer 
for  that  amount  ;  but  the  employer  engaged 
a  lawyer,  and  the  man  "  went  down,"  be- 
cause of  his  agreement  to  take  as.  There 
is  a  bureau  in  Sydney  which  brings  out 
misled  dwnestic  servants,  whose  references 
are  held  until  they  promise  to  go  to  scMne 
mistress  at  Potts '  Point,  who  starves  her 
servants,  and  so  forth,  and  for  whom  no 
Australian  girl  would  work.  We  have  the 
admission  that  in  the  case  of  New  South 
Wales,  poor  men  are  purposely  selected  be- 
cause they  will  not  be  "too  particular" 


when  they  land  here.    The  Government  of 
New  South  Wales,  composed  as  it  is  of  the 
same  crowd  as  that  supporting  the  Com- 
monwealth    Go\'ernment,     are  spending 
^^25,000  a  year  in  this  direction,  and  that 
is  quite  enough  to  kill  the  prospects  of  the 
country.  No  doubt  we  shall  have  to  honour 
the  COTtracts  fcM:  advertisements,  but  the 
Government  have  control  of  the  contents, 
and  it  would  be  infinitely  wiser  to  advertise 
warning   people   against   the  misleading 
statements  of  the  States'  authorities.  In 
New  South  Wales  more  immigrants  have 
been  brought  in  than  it  has  been  possible  to 
absorb,  and  many  have  gone  to  New  Tiea- 
land  or  elsewhere.    One  person  told  me  that 
in  nine  miles  he  met  thirty  immigrants  on 
tramp,  who  could  not  find  any  work  to  do, 
and  these  men  have  been  living  on  the  hos- 
pitality of  residents  in  the  country  districts. 
What  sort  of  a  market  is  a  man  who  has  to 
heg  his  bread?    It  is  denied  that  artisans 
arc  brought  out,  but  we  all  know  well  that 
such  is  the  case,  and  the  worst  offender  is 
New  South  Wales,   with  Queensland  as 
good  second  fiddle.    I  have  in  my  posses- 
sion a  letter  from  Queensland,  whidi  shows 
that  I  am  now  stating  the  exact  facts.  It 
is  all  very  well  for  those  who  are  living 
comfortably,  like  the  honorable  member  for 
Wentworth  

Sir  John  Forrest. — Like  the  h(»iorable 
meml>er  himself,  for  instance. 

Mr.  SPENCE— I  trust  that,  like  the 
Treasurer  himself,  I  have  some  human  sym- 
pathy, and  I  protest  against  the  misleading 
of  people  who,  in  consequence  of  their  dis- 
appointment, must  denounce  Amtralia,  and 
warn  iheir  friends  not  to  com©  to  a  coun- 
try in  which  the  lands  are  all  m(Hio- 
polized.  The  fault  lies  in  the  dis- 
gracefully bad  management  of  the  land 
laws,  and  I  hear  no  suggestion  by  the 
Government  by  way  of  remedy.  At  the 
proper  time,  I  shall  show  that  "the  Govern- 
ment have  dropped  the  old  plank  of  the 
Liberal  party,  which  provides  for  a  White 
Australia,  and  that  they  do  not  propose  to 
touch  the  land  by  means  of  taxation.  Before 
we  pass  this  item,  we  ought  to  know  exactiv 
Avhat  is  proposed  to  be  done.  I  have  in- 
vestigated this  matter,  and  I  am  anxious  to 
see  Australia  filled  with  a  white  rare,  but 
it  is  no  use  bringing  men  out  hwe  to  starv- 
ati<m  and  degradation,  and  thus  doing  a 
direct  injury  to  the  country.  The  Fisher 
Government  definitely  stated'  that  they  were 
not  going  to  spend  any  of  this  money,  and, 
of  course,  I  do  not  know  wh^t  they  did  do, 
because  they  had  qj^^m^iGl&ii^fbrove 
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themselves.  The  complaint  about  circula- 
ting a  very  excellent  production  is  somewhat 
■extraordinary  from  one  who  believes  in  ex- 
pending mmiey  in  adertising  Australia,  and 
supposing  the  cost  was  £50  more  than  the 
proper  and  usual  charge — which  I  do 
not  suppose  it  would  be — the  complaint 
-only  shows  a  lack  of  sincerity.  It  would 
be  far  better  to  save  this  ;^i2,ooo,  and 
utilize  it  in  the  development  of  the 
Northern  Territory  when  we  get  ccmtrol  of 
it.  It  is  known  that  numbers  of  the  best 
people  will  come  here,  under  proper  cir- 
cumstances, though,  as  J  have  already  in- 
dicated, many  .have  gcme  away,  some  to  New 
Zealand,  and  other  parts  of  the  world,  in 
the  first  ship  they  could  get.  The  proposed 
■expenditure  is  an  absolute  waste  of  money. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  honorable 
member  is  doing  hirm  in  defaming  the 
country  in  which  he  has  d(me  so  well. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— I  do  not  know  that  I 
have  done  very  well,  and,  certainly,  the 
right  honorable  member  knows  absolutely 
fiothing  of  the  matter. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  honwable 
member  looks  well,  anyhow  I 

Mr.  SPENCE.— The  country  is  vastly 
different  from  what  it  was  a  few  years  ago. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — There  are  millions 
of  acres  available  in  Western  Australia. 

Mr.  SPENCE. — The  advertising  is  only 
doing  harm,  because  we  all  know  that  Vic- 
toria has  not  room  for  its  own  people.  In 
fact,  it  would  appear  that  there  is  room 
only  for  sheep,  and  Uie  mismanagement  sug- 
gests that  the  government  of  the  country 
is  by  sheep's  heads.  Victwia  is  not  doing 
so  much  in  the  way  of  misleading  adver- 
tisements as  are  New  South  Wales  and 
Queensland. 

Mr.  Groou. — What  particular  Queens- 
land advertisement  does  the  honorable  mem- 
ber say  is  misleading? 

Mr.  SPENCE.— The  State  Goverranent 
of  Queensland  has  an  organized  immigra- 
tion system. 

Mr.  Webster. — ^Why  does  the  Minister 
not  get  up  and  explain  ? 

Mr.  SPENCE. — Ministers  are  not  al- 
lowed to  explain.  Either  their  explana- 
tions will  not  bear  examination,  or  they 
have  none  to  give.  In  Queensland,  under 
the  immigration  system,  men  and  women 
have  been  brought  out  who  can  get  neither 
work  nor  land,  and  are  dependent  on  the 
well-known  hospitality  of  the  residents.  In 
this  respect,  however,  as'  I  said  before, 
New  South  Wales  is  the  worst  offender,  and 


we  ought  to  know  what  the  plans  of  the 
Government  are  in  this  connexion. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — Ask  the  Government 
something  easy  I 

Mr.  SPENCE.— I  do  not  think  it  is  an 
unfair  question.  Are  the  Government  wait- 
ing for  Mr.  Wade,  or  other  of  the  State 
Premiers,  to  tell  th«n  what  ought  to  be 
done? 

Mr.  Webstek. — The  Prime  Minister 
says  that  he  is  waiting  for  the  States  to 
take  action. 

Mr.  SPENCE,— The  action  taken  by 
the  States  is  bad  enough,  and  we  ought  not 
to  follow  their  example.  In  any  case,twe 
ought  to  be  honest,  and  not  mislead  the 
people  afcffoad.  When  an  immigrant  comes 
to  New  South  Wales,  he  is  s«it  to  work  bn 
shares,  and  this  is  luiown  to  represent  <Hie 
of  the  grossest  forms  of  sweating,  There 
is  not  the  slightest  chance  of  their  obtaining 
Land,  because  there  are  hundreds  of  appli- 
cants for  each  block ;  and  on  the  share  sys- 
tem, with  the  keen  competition,  the  per- 
centage of  profit  is  very  low.  The  late 
Government  were  removed  from  office  be- 
cause they  proposed  to  tax  the  land — be- 
cause the  big  land  monopolists  wMild  not 
permit  a  graduated  land  tax  to  be  imposed. 
However  that  may  be.  the  Government  have 
control  of  the  statments  made  in  advertise^ 
ments  in  various  parts  of  the  Old  World, 
and,  with  some  wise  legislation  on  the  part 
of  the  States,  I  nm  sure  that  Australia 
could  absorb  millions.  Queensland  and 
Western  Australia  have  done  more  in  the 
work  of  immigration  than  any  of  the  other 
States,  but  the  fact  remains  that  people  are 
now  coming  here  who  cannot  find  employ- 
ment. That,  of  course  is  a  very  serious 
matter  for  Australia,  and  we  ought  to  have 
some  statement  from  the  Government  as  to 
whether  the  expenditure  m  advertising  is  to 
be  continued.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  say- 
ing that  some  of  the  ad\*^isements  I  have 
seen  are  absolutely  false.  A  few  years  ago 
an  immigration  bureau  in  London  on 
behalf  of  Victoria  did  some  adver- 
tising, and,  on  investigating  the  matter.  I 
found  that  it  was  published  that  500  car- 
penters  were  wanted  at  Alexandra,  whereas 
there  were  not  500  people  in  the  whole  dis- 
trict. That  is  the  sort  of  silly  statement 
that  is  made  by  the  State  authorities. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — Will  the  honorable 
member  give  his  authority  for  the  state- 
mCTt  that  500  carpenters,  were  advertised 
for  as  requiredDigtitze(ftieVfflr0^a?glC 
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Mr.  SPENCE.— I  defy  any  one  to  show 
that  I  have  ever  made  a  statement  which 
I  could*  not  prove, 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Bbown. — Then  let  the  hon- 
orable member  i>rove  that  one. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— I  have  had  the  infor- 
mation in  this  House.  The  advertisements 
to  which  I  refer  were  published  years  ago, 
before  Federation.  I  am  instancing  them 
In  show  the  rwklessness  <rf  some  of  the 
Stale  advertising. 

Sir  John  Forrest.— It  is  very  stale 
matter  that  the  honorable  member  is  bring- 
ing up. 

Mr.  SPENCE. — If  the  honorable  mem- 
ber, for  Flinders  wants  facts,  we  can  sup- 
ply him  with  recent  evidences  of  reckless 
advertising. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — The  honorable 
member  should  not  make  wild  statements. 
He  should  be  able  to  produce  authority  for 
what  he  says. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— I  should  be  very  foolish 
to  make  a  statement  which  I  could  not 
prove. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine.— Then  let  the  hon- 
orable member  produce  evidence  of  the 
statement  about  the  carpenters. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— It  is  all  very  well  for 
the  honorable  member  to  try  to  draw  a  red 
herring  across  the  trail.  I  am  too  old  .1 
hand  to  be  led  off  the  track.  I  can  produce 
evidence  of  the  advertising  for  4,000 
miners. 

Mr.  \V ATKINS. — Although  at  Newcastle 
the  miners  are  not  now  working  a  day  a 

fortnight ! 

Mr.  SPENCE. — It  is  notorious  that 
miners  were  being  advertised  for  when  our 
own  men  were  unemployed.  There  is  ample 
evidence  in  British  newspapers  of  thewrcMig 
done  bv  the  States  in  advertising. 

Sir  John  Forrest, — Ten  years  ago  I 

ilr.  SPENCE. — Within  the  last  two 
vears.  The  evidence  can  be  produced  if 
it  is  wanted. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine.— It  is  wanted.  If 
the  honorable  member  makes  ridiculous 
statements,  the  sooner  he  produces  evidrace 
in  support  of  them  the  better. 

Mr.  SPENCE. — Nothing  I  could  say 
would  induce  the  Treasurer  to  alter  the  Bill. 
It  has  been  proved  that  statements  have 
lx;en  made,  regarding  New  South  Wales 
roiiditions,  which  were  known  to  be  false. 
Dr.  Arthur,  the  head  of  the  Immigration 
League  there,  admitted  that  he  had  made 
.statements  which  he  knew  _  to  be  wrong. 
That  was  so  notorious  that  it  is  not  neces- 
sary to  prove  it.   Of  course,  the  Common- 


wealth is  not  responsible  for  that.  I  in- 
stanced what  the  States  have  done  only  be- 
cause of  the  mischief  that  has  occurred. 
We  should  not  be  a  party  to  increasing  it. 
I  do  not  say  that  the  Commonwealth  Go- 
vernment has  published  misleading  adver- 
tisements. But  statements  have  been  made 
declaring  that  so  many  thousand  navvies 
were  wanted  for  (^rtain  places,  that  miners 
were  needed  for  Broken  Hill,  and  so  on. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — Can  the  honorable 
member  give  specific  instances? 

Mr.  SPENCE. — Let  the  honorable  mem- 
ber do  what  we  have  to  do ;  let  him  inx'esti- 
gate  the  matter  for  himself. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — I  do  not  make 
reckless  statements. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— Let  the  honorable  mem- 
ber earn  his  salary  by  reading  the  English- 
newspapers  in  the  Library.  If  be  wishes  for 
evidence,  he  will  find  it  there. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — It  is  the  honorable 
member  who  is  speaking  who  should  pro- 
duce evidence  in  support  of  the  statements. 
which  he  has  made. 

Mr.  SPENCE.—As  I  have  stated,  I  have 
evidence;  but  the  honorable  member  does 
not  want  it.  The  matter  was  a  big  question, 
at  the  New  South  Wales  State  elections. 
Copies  of  the  advertisements  which  had  been 
published  were  distributed  throughout  the 
State.  The  advertisements  were  the  work 
of  the  Immigration  League,  and  traceable- 
to  Dr.  Arthur. 

Mr.  Atkinson.— Was  the  State  Govern- 
ment responsible  ? 

Mr.  SPENCE. — It  was  responsible  for 
permitting  what  was  done,  and  hiding  be- 
hind a  private  man.  Some  of  our  money 
might  well  be  spent  in  warning  the  public 
against  untruthful  advertisements  such  as 
have  been  published.  We  are  not  responsible 
for  what  the  States  have  done,  but  we  are 
responsible  for  what  the  Commonwealth 
does.  I  do  not  say  that  our  advertisements 
have  done  the  harm  which  the  State  agita- 
tion has  caused.  Of  course,  some  of  those 
who  have  come  here  have  found  positions, 
but  it  is,  nei-ertheless,  cruel  to  induce  immi- 
gration for  which  we  have  not  sufficient 
room.  We  ought  to  welcome  men  to  Aus- 
tralia as  comrades,  not  as  competit<»-s,  and 
we  shall  be  able  to  do  so  if,  bv  wise  legis- 
lation, we  make  opportunities  for  ten  times- 
as  many  as  are  now  coming  here.  I  do  not 
object  to  expenditure  to  assist  immigraticai, 
but  I  object  to  advertising  which  is  mislead- 
ing as  to  our  con^^fiigiJftjyGoOgle 
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Mr.  WFLKS  (Dalley)  [5.18].— Honor- 
able members  who  have  spoken  on  this  ques- 
tion complain,  first,  that  the  resources  of 
Australia  are  being  advertised,  and, 
seoMidly,  that  what  is  being  done  is  in- 
■^ffective.  Last  session  we  heard  something 
about  the  purchase  of  a  certain  number  of 
copies  of  the  Clarion,  because  they  con- 
tained illustrative  and  descriptive  matter 
setting  forth  the  resources  of  the  Common- 
wealth. I  did  not  see  the  publication,  but 
I  understand  that  the  work  was  well  done. 
The  last  Government  was  answerable  for 
the  purchase. 

Mr.  Batchelor.— I  was  solely  answer- 
able. 

Mr.  WILKS.— In  that  case,  the  honor- 
able member  authorized  the  purchase  eithw 
to  encourage  or  to  discourage  immigration. 
Similarly  the  last  Deakin  Government  sub- 
sidized the  Bulletin  proprietary  for  certain, 
articles,  ostensibly  written  by  a  Mr.  Renard, 
but  actually  by  a  Mr.  Fox,  who,  less  open 
than  Mr.  Randolph  Bedford,  had  substi- 
tuted for  his  own  name  a  French  translation 
of  it.  All  I  have  to  sav  about  the  pro- 
posed vote  is  that  it  is  altogether  too  small 
to  be  effective,  if  the  intention  is  to  direct 
a  Strang  current  of  immigration  to  Aus- 
tralia. Of  course,  if  the  money  is  to  be 
voted  merely  to  subsidize  smart  journalists, 
the  sooner  we  know  it  the  better.  An  annual 
expenditure  of  ^12,000,  however,  is  not 
enough  to  do  what  it  costs  Canada 
j^2oo,ooo  to  do, 

Mr.  Batchelor. — It  is  the  Canadian- 
Pacific  Company,  and  not  the  Canadian 
Government,  that  spends  the  money. 

Mr.  WILKS.— We  have  been  told  that 
the  information  regarding  our  resources 
which  ba$  been  prepared  for  advertising 
purposes  is  to  be  translated  into  many  lan- 
guages. I  do  not  recognise  the  need  few 
that.  I  do  not  wish  the  country  to  be 
flooded  with  Dagos,  or  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Levant  and  other  countries,  frcHn  which 
destitute  persons  are  continually  pouring 
into  Great  Britain.  It  may  be  narrow- 
minded,  but,  as  I  am  of  British  descent,  I 
wish  our  population  to  be  mainly  a  British 
population.  The  honorable  member  for 
Darling  and  those  who  have  taken  part  in 
this  debate,  are  doing  more  to  advertise  the 
resources  of  Australia  than  Mr.  Bedford 
could  do.  If  copies  of  the  official  report 
were  distributed  throughout  Great  Britain, 
with  the  announcement  that  Australia,  with 
a  population  of  only  5,000,000,  pays  700 
legislators—some  better,  but  most  worse, 
than  ourselves — salari^  ranging  from  ;^6oo 


to  ;^3oo  per  annum,  and  maintains  six 
Governors  and  a  Governor- Genera  I,  with 
their  establishments,  those  who  read  the 
statement  would  sav  that,  if  it  can  do  that 
without  going  bankrupt  it  must  be  a 
glorious  land. 

Mr  Tudor.— What  would  the  honorable 

member  suggest? 

Mr.  WILKS.— If  we  are  to  attract  popu- 
lation to  our  shores,  we  must  endeavour  to 
do  so  in  a  wholesale  manner,  and  not  trifle 
with  the  subject  in  such  a  way  as  to  lose 
^12,000  per  annum.    All  that  we  need  to 
do  IS  to  tell  the  people  of  the  Old  World 
the  exact  truth  concerning  Australia.    I  do 
not  desire  that  Australia  should  be  made  a 
special  preserve  for  any  one.    The  question 
thnt  IS  of  the  greatest  importance  in  this 
connexion  is  what  is  the  best  class  of  immi- 
grants for  the  Commonwealth  to  encourage 
At  the  present  time,  more  than  half  th^ 
population  of  Australia  is  to  be  found  in 
our  capital  cities.      That  being  so,  the 
people  that  we  should  wish  to  attract  are 
those  who  will  utilize  the  land.    We  do 
not  desire  to  bring  here  more  artisans  and 
mechanics  to  flood  our  already  congested 
cities.    It  should  rather  be  our  obil:t  to 
bring  about  the  introduction  of  farmers  and 
farm  labourers  with  a  little  capital  A 
farm  labourer  in  Great  Britain  mav  not  have 
sufficient  funds  to  acquire  a  farm  there, 
N    1^      possesses  ^300  or  ^400,  he 
should  be  able  to  do  something  for  himself 
here  when  properly  assisted  bv  legislation. 
It  should  be  our  object  to  endeavour  to  at- 
tract farm   labourers   possessing  a  little 
capital,  so  that  they  will  be  able  to  tide  over 
the  time  during  xvhich  they  are  making 
themselves  familiar  with  Australian  condi 
tions  and  Australian  methods.     Until  thev 
had  so  educated  themselves,  thev  could  not 
hope  to  succeed  even  on  the  best  land  that 
we  could  offer  them.    This  vote  hinges  on 
a  questiOTi  of  policy,  and  the  Common- 
wealth  Parliament  must  soon  determine 
what  that  policy  is  to  be.    If  the  States 
will  not  unlock  their  lands,  then  we  must 
cease  to  encourage  immigration,  and  to  ex- 
pend money  in  that  direction.  The  problem 
of  defence,    and   of   keeping  Australia 
white  must  also  await  State  action  in  open- 
ing up  the  land.    If  the  States  are  not 
prepared  to  unlock  their  lands— if  thev  do 
not  impose  a  system  of  taxation  that  will 
tend  to  closer  settlement,  and  cause  land 
to  be  thrown  into  use— the  Commonwealth 
must^  do  so.    We  cannot  escape  from  that 
position.    It  is  the  desire^of  the, Labour 
party  to  at  once  jfnj^^J^oiei  that 
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object  in  view.  I  hold  that  we  should  first 
give  the  States  the  opportunity  to  take  this 
action,  and  that  if  they  fail  to  do  so,  the 
Commonwealth  Parliament  must  step  in. 

Mr.  Atkinson. — ^What  does  the  honor- 
able member  propose? 

Mr.  WILKS. — I  am  not  going  into  de- 
tails at  this  stage.  It  is  sufficient  for  me 
to  state  the  general  principles  in  which  I 
believe.  We  should  not  be  asked  to  vote  the 
funds  necessary  to  encourage  immigration 
if  the  States  axe  not  prepared  to  unlock 
their  lands. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts. — How  long  would  the 
honorable  member  give  the  States  to  impose 
such  taxation? 

Mr.  WILKS.— Three  years. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts. — Then  the  honorable 
member  would  hang  up  the  question  of  de* 
fence  for  three  years? 

Mr.  WILKS. — The  honorable  member  is 
not  such  a  child  in  politics  as  to  beUe\'e 
that  by  spending  ^£12,000  per  annum,  we 
shall  largely  increase  our  population  within 
two  years.  The  honwable  member  for 
Melbourne  Ports  COTrectly  described  the 
positim  in  his  electorate  when  he  declared 
that  work  could  not  be  found  for  all  the 
irtMi  wOTkers  available  there.  The  positioo 
is  the  same  in  New  South  Wales.  The  en- 
gineering trade  and  the  iron  workers  gene- 
rally in  the  electorate  which  I  represent 
do  not  desire  that  artisans  frcan  Scot- 
land or  Belfast  shall  be  introduced  to  com- 
pete with  them,  and  they  do  not  expect  me 
to  agree  to  votes  for  that  purpose.  Aus- 
tralia, in  the  matter  of  popuIati<xi,  is  very 
like  an  envelope.  So  far,  although  it  is  a 
vast  and  most  fertile  territory,  <mly  the 
gummed  edges  have  been  touched  by  the 
peoplf.  We  have  the  luck  to  be  in  the 
brightest  spot  on  God's  ear&,  and  it  would 
be  a  shcM-t-sighted  policy  to  endeavoiu-  to 
limit  it  to  a  population  of  only  5,000,000. 
During  the  advocacy  of  Federation  some 
twelve  or  fourteen  years  ago,  the  present 
Prime  Minister  and  Sir  Edmund  Bart(»i 
used  to  declare  that  within  forty  years  of 
the  establishment  of  the  Cwnmcmwealth  we 
should  have  a  population  of  50,000,000  or 
60,000,000.  The  fact  remains  that  since 
Federation — or,  rather,  during  the  last  nine 
or  ten  years — our  population,  after  deduct- 
ing the  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  has  re- 
mained statioiary. 

Sir  Phiup  Fvsh. — It  has  been  retrogres- 
Mve. 

Mr.  WILKS.— Exactly.  We  cannot  al- 
low that  state  of  affairs  to  c<»itinue,  and 
must  be  ptepaied  to  agree  to  an  expenditure 


that  will  induce  a  desirable  class  of  immi- 
grants, such  as  I  have  indicated,  to  ooom  to 
Australia,  not  tens  and  twenties,  but  at 
the  rate  of  50,000  or  100,000  every  year. 

Sir  Philip  Fysm. — ^Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  WILKS.— May  I  remind  those  who 
cheer  me  that  they  must  rid  themselves  of 
Conservative  ideals,  and  agree  with  me  that 
if  the  State  Parliaments  will  not  tax  their 
lands  into  operative  use,  the  Commonwealth 
Parliament  must  do  so.  If  we  are  to  have 
immigration,  we  must  be  prepared  to  ab- 
sorb it.  We  have  enough  industrials  to 
meet  the  present  industrial  demands  of  Aus- 
tralia, but  if  we  are  able  to  secure  a  large 
rural  population,  we  shall  then  have  plenty 
of  room  for  more  artisans  and  medi^iics. 

Mr.  King  0'Mau.ey. — Seron  thousand 
children  are  annually  being  murdered  in 
Australia. 

Mr.  WILKS. — The  hcMrorable  member 
Has  touched  upon  a  question  with  which  I 
do  not  wish  to  deal  at  this  stage, 
although  it  is  one  that  will  not  long  be 
spoken  of  with  bated  breath.  We  shall 
socHi  have  to  take  it  up  and  deal  with  it. 
Fortunately  for  ourselves,  the  white  races 
0/  the  rest  of  the  world  are  all  in  the  same 
positi(»i.  The  coloured  races,  howevar, 
are  not  indulging  in  the  evil  practice  sug- 
gested by  honorable  member  for  Dar- 
win,  and,  OHisequently,  are  rapidly  getting 
ahead  of  us.  May  I  say,  in  concTuam, 
that  I  see  no  utility  in  voting  _;£i2,ooo  in 
this  way,  merely  that  some  of  it  may  be 
given  to  a  journalistic  friaid.  I  do  not 
care  how  able  he  is,  or  how  he  spells  his 
name;  if  that  is  the  only  object  in  view, 
the  sooner  we  close  this  account  the  better, 
li,  <Hi  the  other  hand,  it  is  designed  to 
attract  immigrants,  then  we  must  see  that 
the  truth  is  told  concerning  Australia,  and 
that  an  effort  is  made  to  encourage  agricul- 
turists and  agricultural  labourers  to  come 
here,  rather  than  to  bring  to  this  country 
large  numbers  of  industrials  whom  we  can- 
not absorb. 

Mr.  ROBERTS  (Adelaide)  [5.35].— I 
should  have  been  well  content  to  allow  this 
debate  to  go  without  any  contribution  from 
myself,  but  for  the  interjections  made  a 
few  moments  ago  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Flinders.  When  the  honorable 
member  for  Darling  was  speaking — making 
statements  that  are  common  knowledge  with 
most  of  tts  

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — And  in  support  of 
which  the  honorable  member  cannot  pro- 
duce a  tittle  of  evidence. 

Mr.  Smcx.—'^.smfjf)^^ 
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Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine.— I  asked  for  pioof 
of  the  statement  that  500  carpenters  were 
imported  for  Alexandra. 

Mr.  Spence. — I  made  no  such  statemwit. 

Mr.  ROBERTS.— When  the  honorable 
member  for  Darling  was  making  statements 
that  are  common  property  with  us,  and 
within  the  knowledge  of  all  electors,  the 
hiMiorable  member  for  Flinders,  with  that 
ability  common  to  the  legal  profession,  be- 
lieving that  he  had  the  honorable  member 
at  a  disadvantage  in  not  having  the  proof 
at  hand,  sought  to  press  him  fw  it,  and 
continued  to  press,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
to  deliberately  charge  him  with  making 
ridiculously  inaccurate  statements  that  could 
not  be  substantiated.  I  venture  to  suggest 
that  there  is  never  a  stage  in  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  House  when  honorable  members 
do  not  make  statements  in  support  of 
which  it  would  be  difficult  for  them  to  pro- 
duce official  proof,  if  required  so  to  do  at 
that  particular  moment.  Well  do  I  remem- 
ber even  the  Prime  Minister,  who  is  now 
the  hoiorable  m«nber  for  Flinders'  leader, 
being  completely  nonplussed  on\y  a  few 
days  ago,  when  similarly  asked  to  provide 
proof  of  an  assertion  that  he  was  then 
making,  and  having  to  regret  that  he  had 
left  the  information  at  home.  The  honor- 
able member  knows  full  well  that  that  ex- 
perience  is  liable  to  happen  to  any  and 
every  member.  It  is  possible  that  even  the 
honorable  member  for  Flinders,  despite  all 
the  care  and  precision  which  characterize 
most  of  his  utterances  in  the  Chamber,  may 
at  some  moment  find  himself  without  the 
necessary  proof  to  substantiate  a  statement 
that  he  may  utter.  It  was  distinctly  un- 
kind and  imcalled  for  for  the  honorable 
member  to  press  for  data  when  he  believed 
that  they  were  not  to  hand. 

Sir  John  Fokbest. — It  will  do  to-mor- 
row, 

Mr.  ROBERTS.— I  am  sorry  to  have  to 
class  the  right  honorable  member  amongst 
those  who  always  put  oS  till  to-morrow 
what  they  ought  to  do  to-day.  Although 
he  claims  to  be  an  expert  in  the  matter  of 
finance,  he  is  putting  oflF  for  a  period  of 
fivp  years  the  settlement  of  a  question  that 
he  said  yesterday  was  prominent,  urgent, 
and  indispensable  to  the  success  of  this 
sesnon.  Yet  with  a  calmness  that  almost 
beggars  description,  the  right  honorable 
g&itleman  has  decided  to  put  off  the  fatal 
day  for  no  less  than  five  vears.  I  rose 
merely  with  the  desire  to  furnish  the  honor- 
able member  for  Flinders  with  the  proof 
that  he  so  eagerly  sought  a  few  moments 


ago  when  he  thought  it  was  not  available. 
The  Ministry  and  their  supporters,  or  the 
majority  of  them  in  the  House,  are  de- 
sirous of  securing  immigrants  at  any  cost, 
and  their  leading  supporters  outside  the 
House  have  placed  it  on  record  that  they 
require  immigrants,  not  for  patriotic  rea- 
sons or  for  filling  up  the  country,  but  as 
a  business  investment  for  themselves.  I 
need  onl^  quote  the  remarks  of  Dr.  Arthur 
as  published  in  the  press  on  the  25th 
February  last.  That  gentleman,  with 
some  degree  of  eloquence,  pleaded  with  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  in  Adelaide — one 
of  those  chambers  which  now  control  the 
actions  of  the  present  Ministry— to  assist 
him  in  his  immigraition  proposals.  Al- 
though he  referred  to  the  necessity  for 
filling  up  the  waste  spaces,  it  was  not  until 
he  put  it  to  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  as 
what  he  termed  a  sound  business  advertise- 
ment, that  they  listened  with  patience,  or 
were  able  to  raise  even  a  feeble  cheer.  He 
was  reported  to  have  used  these  words- 
He  put  it  to  them  as  a  sound  business  ad- 
vertisement, apart  from  the  higher  plane  of 
patriotism. 

inches  of  space  were 
occupied  with  his  remarks  upon  the 
patnotic  aspect  of  inducing  immigrants  to 
9°™e  They  failed,  but  his  conclud- 

ing words—"  I  put  it  to  you  as  a  sound 
business  advertisement  "—brought  forth 
the  necessary  approval.  On  that  aspect  of 
the  (ase,  I  have  onlv  to  look  back  a  few 
months  to  the  time  when  a  Mr.  Morgan 
visited  Australia  in  the  interests  of  the 
manufacturers  of  England  and  of  their 
type  here.  He  put  before  the  public  this 
statement : — 

_  The  manufacturer,  ia  order  to  develop  his 
industry,  must  not  only  have  a  tofficieocy  of 
labour,  but  an  absolute  surplus. 

I  venture  to  suggest  that  the  reason  why 
the  Ministry  and  some  of  their  suppwters 
m  the  House,  and  most  of  their  leading 
supporters  outside,  are  so  eagerly  asking 
that  public  funds  shall  be  spent  to  induce 
immigrants  to  come  here,  is  not  so  much 
that  they  fear,  as  was  asserted  by  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Wentworth,  any  Asiatic 
invasion,  but  that  they  desire  a  surplus 
of  labour  as  a  sound  business  advertise- 
ment for  their  own  particular  pockets. 
Every  honorable  member  knows  what  a 
surplus  of  labour  will  mean,  with  twenty 
or  thirty,  or  perhaps  even  a  hundred  men 
knocking  at  the  one  door  for  the  one  situa- 
tion. The  employing  section  will  be  different 
trwn  what  we  have  known/tiiem  JrLihe  past 
if  they  do  notDi|ite«l*di^OgS^  fuH 
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advantage  of  that  surplus  labour,  and  inform 
those  who  are  then  employed  that  their 
wages  must  ccMne  down,  and  their  hours  of 
labour  increase,  or  they  can  go  out  and 
make  room  for  some  of  the  surplus,  they 
in  return  becoming  a  portion  of  the  surplus 
knocking  hopelessly  at  the  door  of  the  em- 
ployer. We  do  not  want  to  be  reduced 
here  to  the  straits  in  which  the  military 
authwities  in  England  found  themselves 
but  a  few  >'ears  ago  when  men  were  wanted 
to  defend'  the  country,  and  it  became 
necessary  to  reduce  the  standard  of  chest 
measurement  and  height  before  they  could 
get  even  in  swne  instances  pigmies  to  carry 
the  rifles. 

Mr.  Atkinson.— Does  the  honorable 
member  suggest  that  Dr.  Arthur  meant 
what  the  honorable  member  says  when 
he  referred  to  immigration  being  a  good 
advertisement  ? 

Mr.  ROBERTS. — Dr.  Aithur  addressed 
that  liarticular  Chamber  of  Commerce  in 
unusually  flowery  language  upon  the 
patriotic  aspect  of  the  immigration  move- 
ment, and  apparently  did  not  arouse  the 
admiration  of  his  friends.  So  he  concluded 
with  these  words — there  can  be  no  questicm 
about  what  he  meant — 

He  put  it  to  them  as  a  sound  business  ad- 
vertisement, apart  from  the  higher  plane  of 
patriotism. 

He  had  dealt  with  the  sound  investment  to 
the  country — that  is,  patriotism — so  he  put 
it  to  them  as  an  individual  business  adver- 
tisement, and  then,  and  then  only,  was 
the  admiration  of  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce aroused  so  far  as  to  agree  with  his 
sentiments.  Let  me  quote  a  few  words  as 
an"  indication  of  the  attitude  of  the  gentle- 
men who  were  behind  the  fusion  negotia- 
tions which  resulted  in  the  formation  of 
the  present  Ministry,  and  who  are  asking, 
in  unmistakable  terms,  that  public  funds 
should  be  liberally  expended  to  induce  im- 
migrants to  come  to  Australia.  I  quote  the 
Honorable  E.  E.  Smith,  who,  I  believe,  is 
a  Victorian,  from  the  official  report  of  the 
last  grand  Inter-State  Conference  of  the 
Employers  Union,  held  in  April,  1905- 
began  bv  saying  that  he  would  allow  ccttn- 
mon  sense  to  cure  the  political  difficulties 
then  existing.  1  ask  hc*Borable  members 
to  note  the  word  "  obvious  "  in  Mr.  Smith's 
speech,  although  he  did  not  expl^n  what 
he  meant  by  it    He  said — 

I  certainly  would,  for  obvious  reasons,  en- 
courage immigration.  We  must  have  the  jwople, 
and  we  shall  have  them.  We  import  machinery; 
why  should  we  not  import  labonr? 


So  he  classes  a  man  precisely  on  the  same 
level  as  a  piece  of  machinery  that  he  will 
scrap  at  any  moment  when  he  has  had  from 
it  sufficient  return  to  pay  for  its  pur- 
chase— 

We  arc  importing  machinery  from  America 
and  Great  Britain,  and  why  not  import  labour? 
I  do  not  care  whether  it  is  black  or  white. 

Gentlemen  of  the  political  persuasion  of 
the  Honorable  E .  E .  Smith  are  now 
behind  the  Ministry  of  fusion,  urging 
them  with  one  voice  to  liberally  spend  the 
public  funds  to  induce  immigrants  to  come 
10  Australia. 

Mr.  Henrv  WiluS. — ^What  is  there 
wrong  in  it  ?  We  have  machinery,  and 
want  labour  to  work  it. 

Mr.  ROBERTS.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Robertson  asks  what  is  wrong  with 
the  remark  of  another  man  that  he  does  not 
care  whether  the  immigrants  are  black  or 
white.  Then,  we  nail  down  the  honorable 
member  for  Robertson  as  desiring  to  bring 
immigrants,  black  or  white,  to  Australia. 
There  is  no  loophole  for  the  honorable 
member,  and  he  must  not  attempt  to  escape 
fiom  the  consequences  of  his  unfortunate 
interjection. 

Mr.  Henrv  Willis. — ^That  gag  will  not 
work, 

Mr.  ROBERTS.— According  to  the 
same  gentleman,  I  understand  that  there 
is  a  desire  to  retain  the  coloured  immigrants 
in  what  are  termed  the  tropical  parts  of 
Australia ;  but  when  the  kanakas  were  in 
Queensland,  although  there  were  regulations 
to  confine  them  to  certain  work  and  to  the 
tropical  areas,  they  were  to  be  found 
pretty  freely  in  the  southern  portions,  and 
I  believe  that,  in  spite  of  those  laws  and 
regulations,  a  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  Queensland  was  wont  to  employ  a 
kanaka,  although  the  kanakas  were  sup- 
posed to  be  kept  to  the  cane-fields.  I 
come  now  to  the  proof  which  the  honorable 
member  for  Flinders  so  eagerly  sought.  He 
will  find,  in  Hansard  for  July,  1907,  page 
928,  a  question  by  an  honorable  member  to 
this  effect — 

Has  the  Federal  Government  given  any  mm 
of  money  to  Dr.  Arthur's  Immigration  LMgue? 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — I  did  not  say  a 
word  about  Dr.  Arthur.  I  asked  for  some 
proof  or  .substantiation  of  the  statement 
that  the  Victorian  Government  advertised 
for  500  carpenters  to  go  to  Alexandra. 

Mr.  Spence.  —I  made  no  such  state- 
ment. 

Mr.  ROBERTS.— Nonsuch  statement 
was  made       thcDi^iKif]^U»OQfili@-  fcM- 
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Darling.  The  honorable  member  for 
Flinders  asked  for  proof  respecting  the 
thousands  of  miners  referxed  to.  After 
th.it  reference  to  the  miners,  and  after  the 
statement  was  made  that  incorrect  and  mis- 
leadin;;  advertisements  were  being  pub- 
lished in  the  Brilish  press  to  induce  British 
inimigrrmts  to  come  here,  then,  after  care- 
ful consideration,  the  honorLible  member 
for  Flinders  insisted  again  and  again  on 
proof,  and  classed  the  statements  as  ridi- 
culous, absurd,  and  inaccurate.  I  am  pro- 
ceeding to  give  the  honorable  member  his 
proof,  and,  apparently,  he  is  in  fear  and 
trembling  now  that  the  proof  is  forthcom- 
ing. I  ask  honorable  members  to  notice 
the  entirely  different  demeanour  of  the  hon- 
orable member. 

Mr.  VV.  H.  Irvine. — Is  there  any  evi- 
dence \vhate\er  to  support  the  statement  re- 
garding an  advertisement  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  Victoria  for  500  carpenters  i* 

Mr.  ROBERTS.— If  I  may,  in  a 
ple.isant  way,  use  a  simile,  the  honorable 
member's  feathers  were  a  few  moments  ago 
on  end,  but  are  now  dragging.  I  merelv 
want  to  prove  the  correctness  of  the  state- 
ments made. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— What  we  want  is 
not  proof,  but  Supply. 

Mr.  ROBERTS.— I  am  as  anxious  for 
Supply  as  my  honorable  friend,  but  I  mav 
remind  Mm  that  he  was  more  dangerous 
than  an}'  other  hcmorable  member  in  the 
House  when  he  was  not  a  Minister ;  and  I 
am  sure  that  the  effort  he  put  forward,  in 
Opposition  to  prevent  a  Ministry  accomplish- 
ing too  much  of  what  he  considered  objec-, 
tiunable  will  find  favorable  considera- 
tioii  with  him  now,  on  tlie  part  of 
others  who  are  endeavouring,  perhaps  not 
adequately,  to  follow  the  wonderful  ex- 
ample he  set.  The  second  question  has  re- 
ference to  the  alleged  responsibility  for  the 
advertisements  appearing  in  papers  through- 
out the  United  Kingd<xn;  so  that  we  have 
proof  that  misleading  statements  were  being 
circulated. 

Mr.  \V.  H.  Irvine.— There  is  proof  that 
some  one  said  that. 

Mr.  ROBERTS.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber did  n<^  ask  frorn  whom  the  proof  should 
come,  but  simply  for  proof ;  and  now  we 
have  an  ad.Tii.ssion  that  tliere  is  proof  from 
some  one.  Had  the  honorable  gentleman 
stipulated  whose  proofs  should  be  forthcom- 
ing, we  should  have  looked  up  the  necessary 
evidence ;  but  he  only  asked  for  proof  as  to 


the  advertisements.  The  second  question 
was — 

Is  this  League  responsible  for  the  followiog 
advertisement  appearing  in  papers  thronghout 
the  United  Kingdom  : — 

Free  Euigration. 
Farm  hands  and  domestic  servants  to 
Queensland.  Assisted  passages,  very  low 
rates,  to  Western  Australia,  the  land  of 
sunshine.  Two  thousand  miners  and 
general  labourers  wanted  for  New  South 
Wales,  for  which  a  limited  number  of 
assisted  passages  is  now  available. 
Write  or  call  for  full  information  to 
John  Craigs,  authorized  emigration 
agent  for  all  the  lines,  13  Station-road^ 
A^hiogton. 

The  third  paragraph  of  the  advertisement 
stated  that  2,000  miners  and  general 
Ubourmwere  wanted  for  New  South  Wales 
for  whom  a  limited  number  of  assisted  pas- 
sages were  then  available.  The  Minister  re- 
plied to  the  effect  that  he  had  given  ^150 
to  the  particular  league  presided  over  by 
Dr.  Arthur,  and  that  the  Government  had 
no  knowledge  of  the  advertisements,  but 
would  make  inquiries. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— This  is  the  league 
which  the  Leader  of  the  Labour  party  of 
the  Federal  Parliament  helped  to  inaugu- 
rate. 

Mr.  Watkins. — That  is  not  so,  and  the 
honorable  member  knows  it. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— He  addressed  the 
first  public  meeting  in  Sydnev  in  favour 

of  it. 

The  CHAIRMAN. — I  must  again  appeal 
<  to  honorable  members  not  to  continually 
interject,  because,  otherwise,  it  will  be  im- 
possible for  the  honorable  member  for  Ade- 
laide to  continue  his  speech. 

Mr.  ROBERTS.— The  honorable  mem- 
Ijer  for  Flinders  asked  for  further  informa- 
tion, and  I  have  in  my  hand  a  copy  of  a 
letter  by  Dr.  Richard  Arthur,  as  president 
of  the  Ie.^gue.  and  addressed  to  Mr.  Mar- 
shall Lyie,  solicitor,  of  Queen- street,  Mel- 
bourne, under  date  19th  Octc^er.  1907.  The 
letter  is  as  follows  : — 

We  arc  putting  collection  boxes  on  the  Hima- 
laya and  Medic,  both  leaving  to-day.  Can  you 
do  the  same,  or  get  yotir  Government  to  do 
so?  This  is  a  splendid  work,  which  require!" 
to  be  organized.  All  these  hundreds  of  passen- 
gers are  potential  imraigrant  agents.  Don't 
mix  up  immigration  and  land  settlement  in 
your  pamphlet. 

That  will  meet  with  favour  from  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Wentworth  and  others, 
who  are  anxious  for  imtnigrants,  but  are  not 
anxious  for  land  legislation  of  a  c]a|s  likeiv 
to  call  for  subdisr^icBii  iof«»$S$^&  areas. 
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Mr.  Kelly. — Why  does  the  honorable 
member  say  that? 

Mr.  Atkinson. — ^What  proof  is  there  that 
honorable  members  on  this  side  do  not  de- 
sire land  settlement? 

Mr.  ROBERTS.— Most  honorable  mem- 
bers on  the  other  side,  so  far  as  their  public 
utterances  are  concerned,  resolutely  refuse 
to  favour  such  legislation  as  would  be  opera- 
tive in  the  acquisition  of  land  for  people 
who  are  seeking  it  at  the  present  time.  Hon- 
orable members  opposite  are  irrevocably 
bound  to  a  policy  which,  according  to  the 
Argus,  whether  they  like  it  or  not,  they 
must  accept  as  soon  as  the  Ministry  intro- 
duces it ;  and  the  policy  is  to  relegate  the 
land  administration  to  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cils of  the  various  Parliaments.  The  letter 
from  Dr.  Arthur  went  on : — 

In  fact,  rather  issue  two.  In  the  immigration 
book  everything  must  be  eeuteur  de  rose. 

Do  not  tell  the  truth—paint  it  all  the  odour 
of  the  rose. 

No  hint  of  difficulty  about  getting  land.  You 
need  not  be  afraid  you  will  be  rebuked. 

The  gentleman  knew  and  understood  the 
difficulty;  and  yet  he  desired  to  deceive 
immigrants  in  a  manner  certainly  not  credit- 
able to  him.  The  honorable  member  for 
Flinders,  if  he  requires  much  further  proof, 
may  read  it  here  in  a  statement  to  the  effect 
that  if  the  truth  were  told,  subscriptions  to 
the  league  would  be  killed  off. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis.— Did  Dr.  Arthur  say 

that  ? 

Mr.  ROBERTS.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber can  read  the  letter  for  himself. 

Mr.  Hedges. — Did  Dr.  Arthur  say,  "  Do 
not  tell  the  truth  "? 

Mr.  ROBERTS.— No,  he  did  not  use 
those  words,  but  I -shall  read  the  whole, 
and  then  honorable  members  may  under- 
stand : — 

Even  when  Queensland  offered  cheap  farms 
in  London,  there  was  only  one  applicant.  As 
regards  land  settlement  for  home  (Victorian) 
consumption,  you  can  be  as  pessimistic  and  as 
indignant  as  you  please.  The  blacker  the  better, 
though  don't  get  too  much  on  the  line,  "  What 
is  the  use  of  inviting  the  immigrants  here  when 
we  hiive  nothing  to  offer  them."  That  would 
chop  off  subscriptions.  Anyhow,  don't  do  any- 
thing to  frighten  off  immigrants,  because  com- 
petition for  them  is  so  keen  in  Europe,  and 
even  if  conditions  change  for  the  better  in 
Victoria  you  might  find  that  it  was  of  no  avail, 
as  vou  have  given  the  place  a  bad  reputation. 

Mr.  Hedges. — Whom  .did  the  honor- 
able member  get  to  write  that  letter  for  him  ? 

Mr.  ROBERTS.— I  am  reading  a  letter 
from  Dr.  Richard  Arthur,  who  is  the  head 


and  tail,  and,  I  believe,  the  centre  of  the 
Immigration  League — the  head  and  tail  of 
that  section  of  the  ctxnmunity  which  is  be- 
hind the  present  Ministry,  urging  that  im- 
migrants should  be  brought  out,  though,  ac- 
cording to  Dr.  Arthur  himself,  there  is  no 
land  on  which  to  place  them.  Dr.  Arthur 
is  careful  to  urge  that  everything  should  be 
painted  couleur  de  rose — that  no  hint  should 
be  given  about  the  difficultv  of  obtaining 
land  or  employment. 

Mr.  Hedges. — Who  instructed  him  to 
write  that  letter? 

Mr.  ROBERTS.— It  is  impossible  to 
say,  but  it  is  a  letter  written  by  him  as 
president  of  the  Immigration  League ;  and  I 
think  it  ought  to  be  sufficient  evidence  for 
the  honorable  member  for  Flinders. 

Mr.  Kellv. — Does  the  honorable  member 
think  that  every  honorable  member  here  ap- 
proves of  all  that  Dr.  Arthur  does? 

Mr.  ROBERTS.— I  do  not  know  of  what 
the  honorable  member  approves — it  is  im- 
possible to  say  from  his  addresses.  If  any 
further  proof  is  required  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Flinders  

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — The  honorable 
member  has  not  given  me  any  proof  yet. 

Mr.  ROBERTS.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber asked  for  proofs  that  advertisraents 
appeared  asking  for  thousands  of  miners 
when  no  miners  were  required,  and  also 
proof  that  misleading  advertisonents  were 
being  inserted  in  the  British  press  respecting 
immigrants.  In  reply,  I  have  read  a  state- 
ment by  the  leader  of  the  Immigration 
League  to  the  effect  that  thousands  of  miners 
were  required,  apart  altogether  from  the  re- 
markable letter  I  have  quoted  ;  and  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Flinders,  in  what  is,  per- 
haps, a  characteristic  manner,  declares  that 
no  proof  is  given.  Will  the  honorable 
member  inform  me  of  the  nature  of  the 
proof  he  requires,  when  I  may  be  able,  not 
at  the  present  moment,  but  in  the  course  of 
a  few  hours,  or  days,  to  produ<»  it,  show- 
ing that  things  were  done  which  he  now 
tacitly  admits  were  unfair.  The  honorable 
member  took  advantage  of  a  few  impromptu 
remarks  of  the  honorable  member  for  Dar- 
ling, who  had  not  at  his  command  the 
necessary  data  for  the  statement  he  had 
made. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — The  honorable 
member  has  not  produced  any  proof  in  re- 
gard to  the  particular  item  X  referred  to, 
namelv,  that  of  the  500  carpenters. 

Mr.'  ROBERTS.— First  of  all.  the  re- 
plv  is  that  no  statement  V3s^4^^J^^'  the 
honorable  membef'igifef ^  ©iMtti^gfetit  500 
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carpenters ;  and  that  would  seem  to  remove, 
if  not  in  his  mind,  at  anv  rate  in  the  mind 
of  others,  any  justification  for  the  interjec- 
tion and  request  for  proof. 

Mr.  HuuE  Cook. — Does  the  hcmorable 
member  for  Darling  say  that  he  ne\-er  made 
a  statement  about  500  carpenters? 

Mr.  ROBERTS.— I  am  relying  on  the 
word  of  the  honorable  member  for  Darling. 
When  the  honorable  member  for  Flinders 
sought  to  pin  the  discussion  to  the  one  inter- 
jection he  had  himself  made,  the  honorable 
member  for  Darling  denied  having  made 
any  statement  of  the  kind  indicated ;  and  I 
rely  cm  that  denial. 

Mr.  SpENCE. — ^The  statement  was  ix)t 
made  in  the  way  the  honorable  member  for 
Flinders  puts  it. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — What  did  the  honor- 
able member  for  Darling  say  ? 

Mr.  ROBERTS.— I  have  known  others 
who,  like  the  honorable  member  for  Flin- 
derSf  notwithstanding  all  proof,  and,  not- 
withstanding that  the  Court  tias  been  per- 
fectly satisfied  that  <xie  ade  was  in 
the  right,  and  the  other  in  the  wrong,  have 
insisted  and  asserted  to  the  last  mnnent  that 
the  wrong  side  was  right.  This  Parlia- 
ment is  not  a  court.  It  will  not 
give  a  decision.  If  it  did,  it 
might  not  be  of  a  strictly  judicial  char- 
acter, but  might  have  a  party  colouring. 
In  proof  that  Dr.  Arthur  has  been  guilty, 
to  torat  KEtent,  of  publishing  in  the  news- 
papers of  the  United  Kingdom  advertise- 
ments of  a  nature  the  existence  of  which 
the  honorable  member  for  Flinders  has  by 
inference  denied,  let  me  read  another  letter, 
in  which  he  says- 
There  is  a  great  demand  at  present,  and 
will  be  for  some  time  to  come,  for  miners  of 
all  kinds,  and  pick  and  shovel  men,  in  New 
Sooth  Wales.  There  has  been  such  en  expan- 
sion in  (he  coal  trade  that  hundreds  of  miners 
are  needed  at  the  various  collieries  on  the 
North  and  South  coasts.  There  the  wages  are 
from  Ss.  per  day  upwards,  men  sometimes  mak- 
ing I2S.  or  15^.  per  day.  But  all  other  kinds 
of  mining  need  men  also. 

Two  thousand  miners  are  required  at  Broken 
Hill,  several  hundreds  at  the  Cobar  copper 
mines,  at  from  ris.  to  32%,  a  day,  and  small 
mines  all  over  the  country,  whether  they  be 
copper  or  gold  or  tin,  are  advertising  for  men. 

That  letter  substantiates  the  statement  that 
Dr.  Arthur  and  those  acting  with  him  are 
responsible  ioc  having  published  mislead- 
ii^  and  irKorrect  advertisements  in  the 
press  of  the  United  Kingdtxn,  and  corro- 
bwates  what  was  said  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Darling.    To  my  mind,  it  is 


the  evidence  for  which  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Flinders  pertinently  asked  a  few 
moments  ago.  When  the  letter  was  being 
written,  miners  were  being  disnissed  at 
Broken  Hill  and  Cobar,  and  throughout 
New  South  Wales  hundreds  of  imemployed 
of  all  classes  would  have  been  glad  to  take 
any  work  at  the  most  meagre  remuneration. 
The  letter  shows  the  methods  which  have 
been  adopted  by  that  section  of  the  com- 
munity which  is  supporting  the  Ministry, 
on  whose  behalf  the  honorable  member 
for  Flinders  ventured  the  interjection  that 
the  statements  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Darling  were  absurd  and  ridiculous.  It 
seems  to  me  that  thne  may  have  been  an 
und«-standing  between  the  Broken  Hill 
Proprietary  and  Dr.  Arthur,  and  that, 
thinking  that  there  might  be  trouble  with 
its  men  in  the  course  of  twelve  or  eighteen 
nxmths,  it  persuaded  him  to  get  his  league 
to  use  public  funds  in  the  endeavour  to 
attract  to  the  State  2,000  miners,  whtrae 
arrival  would  assist  to  secure  a  reduction 
of  wages  at  Broken  Hill.  No  doubt,  those 
re^XHisible  regret  that  these  things  have 
come  to  light.  It  is  not  to  their  advantage 
that  the  trickery  in  which  they  have  in- 
dulged should  be  exposed  to  the  public 
gaze.  It  may  not  be  satisfactory  to  the 
Ministry,  or  to  the  members  of  the  three 
or  four  parties  which  have  fused  to  support 
it,  to  have  it  known  that  their  friends  have 
published  incorrect  information  in  the 
United  Kingdom,  and  suppressed  the  truth 
to  mislead  intending  immigrants.  I  re- 
gret that  these  methods  have  been  adopted, 
and  that  men  of  the  stamp  of  Mr.  E.  Smith 
are  prepared  to  import  labour  as  they  im- 
port machinery.  It  shows  how  low  th»r 
estimate  of  humanity  is.  Perhaps  that 
estimate  is  in  keeping  nith  the 
opinion  which  many  other  supporters 
of  the  Government  hold ,  without 
the  courage  to  give  expression  to  it. 
It  is  well,  however,  that  the  facts  should 
be  brought  prominently  before  the  pub- 
lic, in  order  that  it  may  know  what  is 
being  done  by  the  section  which  has  brought 
about  the  fusicHi,  and  whose  mouthpiece, 
the  Argus,  says  to-day  that  all  behind  the 
Ministry  must  support  it,  no  matter  what 
it  introduces,  gwd,  bad,  or  indifferent. 
It  may  be  that  the  honorable  member  for 
Flinders  will  assert  that  no  proof  has  been 
adduced  of  the  existence  of  the  reprehen- 
sible methods  which  have  been  referred  to. 

I  have  heard  it  stated  imndredsiof  times 
in  courts  of  lawi^ieiii^ecibyVwjOOglc 
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Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — In  courts  of  law, 
statements  cannot  be  made  unless  there  is 
authoriiv  for  them. 

Mr.  ROBERTS.— I  am  surprised  that 
the  honorable  member,  possessing  a  legal 
training,  should  say  that.  Manifestly,  one 
side  is  always  in  the  wrong,  and  makes 
statements  which  it  cannot  substantiate.  No 
doubt,  he  has  been  on  that  side  occasion- 
ally, though,  of  course,  it  is  no  personal 
reflection  on  him  to  say  so.  On  manv  De- 
cisions I  have  known  Tndpes  to  rebuke 
those  wlio  have  appeared  before  them,  for 
making  slatements  which  thev  could  not 
substantiate,  and  a  j;ood  deal  must  take 
place  before  a  Judge  will  rebuke  *'  gent, 
one. * '  If  tlie  honorable  member  denies 
that  proof  has  been  adduce  i  in  support 
of  tl«  statements  whu^h  have  been  made, 
let  him  indicate  what  he  requires  to  con- 
vince him,  first,  that  misleading  statements 
have  been  published  in  the  press  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  and,  secondly,  that  the 
persons  most  prominentlv  supporting  immi- 
grntion  'are  knowingly,  deliberatelv,  and 
wickedlv  attempting  to  deceive  the  public, 
pressing  this,  as  they  have  pressed  other 
Covemmcnts,  to  sijend  the  public  funds  in 
attracting  immigrants  for  whom,  in  their 
private  correspondence,  they  acknow  ledge 
there  is  no  work  available.  My  honorable 
friend  must  admit  that  the  stat«iient  of 
the  h<»iorab]e  member  for  Darling  is  cot- 
rect — that  2,000  miners  were  advertised  for 
at  a  time  when  the  mining  cwnpanies  "of 
Australia  were  dismissing  men.  As  I  have 
been  drawn  into  the  debate,  may  I  be  per- 
mitted to  say  a  few  words  in  regard  to 
immigration  generally.  As  a  member  of 
the  Labour  party,  I  am  anxious  that  Aus- 
tralia sfiill  be  iieopled.  because  I  have  a 
great  dread  lest  the  country  should  pa.ss 
under  the  government  of  any  but  our  own 
race.  There  is  that  possibilitv  at  present. 
The  man  who  owns  60.000  or  70,000  acres 
of  the  finest  soil  in  Victoria  could  do  no- 
thing to  prevent  it.  He  may  run  some 
thousands  of  sheep  on  his  land,  but  they 
would  (Wily  provide  food  for  the  invadeiis 
■i-Iio  micht  desire  to  dispossess  us.  I  re- 
cognise the  value  of  our  institutions,  and 
prefer  them  to  those  of  other  countries,  and 
I  know  that  to  prese^^■e  them  it  is  neces- 
sary to  people  the  Continent  with  a  strong, 
virile,  white  race.  Vet  I  deprecate  aU  at- 
tempts to  decoy  to  Australia  artisans, 
labourers,  and  others  for  whom  we  have 
no  emplovment.  I  shall  assist,  to  the  best 
my  ability,  the  truthful  advertising  of 
resources,  so  that  our  wonderful  pro- 


ductions and  possibilities  may  be  made 
known,  in  the  hope  of  ottr.icting  here  im- 
migrants of  whom,  as  citizens,  we  may  in 
the  future  be  proud.  But  I  am  not  in 
favour  of  spending  money  on  adrertising 
intended  to  hide  black  spots,  and  to  paint 
c.-erythins  the  colour  ot  the  rose.  While 
such  deception  may  not  directly  injure  us, 
though  reflecting  upon  our  reputation,  it 
tertainly  injures  those  whom  it  misleads. 
We  have  had  serious  attempts  to  mislead 
them  in  the  past,  and  presumably  the  de- 
sire of  some  persons  in  Australia  is  to  con- 
tinue that  form  of  deception  for  a  purpose 
they  dare  not  make  public. 

Sir.  Groom. — Those  cases  were  abso- 
lutely unauthorized  bv  anv  Government. 

Mr,  ROBERTS.  —  The  Immigration 
League,  of  which  Dr.  Arthur  is  president, 
has  been  subsidized  by  the  Government. 
■\t  page  928  of  Hansard,  honorable  mem- 
l;ers  will  find  a  reply  made  by  the  Trea- 
i-urer  to  a  question  put  to  him  in  July, 
1907,  in  which  he  said  that  the  league 
had  been  suteidized  by  ^£150  of  Federal 
mcHiey.  I  am  given  to  understand  by 
gentlemen  residing  in  New  South  Wales 
that  the  league  is  liberally  subsidized  by 
the  New  South  Wales  GOTernment.  The 
Minister  cf  ICxternal  Affairs  will  ilurt-f'.rt.- 
recognise  that  it  is  so  prcminrot  that  it 
can  command  subsidies  both  from  the  Na- 
tional Parliament  and  a  State  Parliament, 
and  that  to  the  extent  to  which  the  Go- 
vernment have  subsidized  they  have  au- 
thorized. To  the  extent  to  which  they 
subsidize  they  recognise  the  official  char- 
acter of  this  league,  and  must  be  in  part 
responsible  for  the  utterances  of  its  offi- 
cials. The  Mini.ster  of  External  Affairs 
is  to  some  extent  responsible  for  the  ut- 
terances of  his  colleague,  althou^  I  noted 
with  scMne  degree  of  pleasure  that  the 
Postmaster- General  was  reprimanded  fc»- 
having  made  a  statement  respecting  loan 
moneys.  Nevertheless,  to  some  extent  every 
^finister  is  responsible  for  the  utterances 
of  his  colleigues,  and  when  the  president 
— the  Prime  Minister — speaks  he  cranmits 
the  whole  Admin  istratiOT.  Upon  this  oc- 
casion we  have  not  an  impromptu  utterance 
made  at  a  public  meeting,  but  the  calm, 
cold,  deliberate  writing  of  the  president  of 
the  league,  containing  statements  of  the 
most  reprehensible  and  knowingly  incorrect 
character.  I  am,  therefore,  justified  in 
calling  prominent  attention  to  it;  in 
expressing  the  hope  that  we  shall,  as  far 
as  possible,  counteract  it,/^and  Ait  we 
shall  take  all  hond^iiW^hS^P^hbeans 
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to  bring  befwe  the  white  people  of  other 
countries  our  resources,  possibilities,  and 
free  institutions,  so  that,  apart  from  de- 
ceptive advertisements,  they  may  come  to 
these  shores  if  they  so  de^.  They  will 
lie  welomied  in  exactly  the  proportion  in 
which  we  can  absnb  them.  I  use  the 
word  "absorb"  in  the  sense  of  giving  or 
finding  them  employment  that  will  allow 
them — T  shall  not  be  excessive — to  live  in 
frugal  comfort,  and  keep  those  dependent 
upon  them  in  precisely  the  same  oxiditicHi. 
That  is  not  too  severe  a  qualification  to 
impose  when  we  are  a^ed  to  expend  pub- 
lic funds  in  this  way. 

Siltinji  iutpenied  from  6.30 1»  7.45  p.m. 

Mr.  PALMER  (Echuca)  [7.45].— The 
question  now  before  the  Committee — that 
<)f  advertising  the  resources  of  Australia — 
i>  of  all  the  most  important,  and  I  think 
I  mav  say,  without  fear  of  contradiction 
that  it  is  the  one  question  upcm  which  all 
sections  of  the  House  are  agreed.  That 
honorable  members  supporting  the  Govern- 
ment are  in  favour  of  immigraticMi  is  evi- 
dent, and  we  have  only  to  read  His  Ex- 
cellency the  Gwemor-Generara  speech  to 
find  that  the  Fisher  Government  were  as 
keenlv  alive  as  we  are  to  the  necessity  few- 
adopting  some  s>stem.  We  therefore 
enter  upon  this  discussion  on  the  basis  of 
mutuji  agreeTent.  In  His  Excfllencv  the 
Governor -General's  speech,  we  have  the 
statement — 

My  advisers  recognise  that  the  effective  de- 
fence of  Austialin  requires  a  vast  increase  of 
ibe  population,  and  that  a  comprehensive  policy 
of  immigration  is  urgently  called  for.    .     ,  . 

We  all  recognise  that  a  great  increase  of 
population  is  absolutely  necessary,  both  for 
the  development  of  Australia  and  for  its 
protection,  if  it  is  to  be  maintained  as  a 
white  man's  country. 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown. — We  differ  as  to 
the  method  by  which  it  is  to  be  secured. 

Mr.  PALMER.— I  admit  that  at  that 
point  we  arrive  at  the  parting  of  the  ways, 
r  do  not  wish  to  do  an  injustice  to  the 
I.alx>ur  party,  but  they  appear  to  me  to 
dfsire  to  put  off  indefinitely  the  settlement 
ot  the  (|uestion. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — Definitely. 

Mr.  PALMER.--X0.  indefinitely;  be- 
caust-  ihcy  say,  in  effect,  they  are  opposed  to 
immigration  until  certain  steps  have  been 
Liken  in  regard  to  the  land.  They  favour 
a  I-'ederal  land  tax;  whilst  we,  on  this  side 
of  the  House,  are  opposed  to'it.  Although 
Qunv  lionorable  members  of  the  OppositicHi 


have  expressed  a  desire  that  immigration 
shall  be  encouraged,  we  find  that  as  soon 
as  a  definite  prop(Kal  is  submitted,  they, 
and  those  for  wh(xn  they  stand  as  sponsors 
ill  this  House,  are  opposed  to  it.  Let  me 
quote  from  a  resolution  carried  by  the 
Newcastle  Labour  Council. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — And  the  party  behind 
the  honorable  member  is  in  favour  of  the 
introduction  of  black  labour. 

Mr.  FALMER.—That  is  a  scandalous 
libel. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — Smith  said  sa 

Mr.  PALMER.— Who  is  Smith?    Is  he 

every  cwie? 

Mr.  Batchelor. — What  is  the  honorable 
member  quoting? 

Mr.  PALMER.— The  Newcastle  Labour 
Council. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — Are  they  everybody? 

Mr.  PALMER.— Ko;  but  they  repre- 
sent, the  views  of  the  party  for  which  the 
honorable  member  stands  as  spOTsor.  The 
Newcastle  Labour  Council  issued  a  circu- 
lar warning  intending  immigrants  from 
going  to  that  State. 

Mr.  Spence. — Quite  right ;  and  they  ex- 
[iosed  the  lies  that  were  circulated. 

Mr.  PALMER.— The  interjection  that 
the  Newcastle  Labour  Council  were  quite 
right  in  warning  off  intendinfj  immigrants 
serves  only  to  emphasize  my  point  that  hon- 
orable members  opposite  are  in  reality  op- 
posed to  immigration,  although  they  admit 
that  it  is  necessary  if  we  are  to  keep  Aus- 
tralia white.  The  question  hinges  upon  the 
necessity  of  a  Federal  land  tax,  in  order 
to  make  the  lands  of  Australia  available 
for  immigrants.  I  desire  to  present  sonoe 
statistics  showing,  ■  first  of  all,  the  land 
available  in  Victoria,  and,  secondly,  the 
lands  available  in  Australia  generally.  I 
piopose,  in  the  first  instance,  to  quote  from 
a  .speech  made  in  another  place  on  Friday 
Inst  by  Senator  Givens.  T  am  sorry  that  T 
have  not  been  able  to  obtain  the  Hansard 
I»oof,  but,  acctH'dIng  to  a  press  report — 

In  dealing  with  the  question  of  land  settle- 
mrnt.  Senator  Givens  said  there  was  room  • 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  hope  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  will  not  go  into  de- 
t.iils  re  snmrthiiii;  that  Ins  txviirred 
in  another  place.  The  honorable  member 
may  make  a  general  statement*  but  must 
not  quote  details- 
Mr.  PALMER.— Then  I  may  say  that 
Senator  Givens  expressed  tbe~.opimon  that 
the  lands  of  /B^^fli^ii  V(^MStit>polia^ 
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and  that  not  a  single  acre  could  be  obtained 
from  the  monopolists.  Is  that  statonrat 
true? 

Mr.  Chanter. — In  many  cases  it  is. 

Mr.  PALMER.— It  seems  to  me  that 
bonOTable  members  opposite  are  looking 
with  covetous  eyes  at  those  who  have  been 
able  to  acquire  properties  wOTth  holding. 
There  are  1,262  estates  under  the  Victorian 
land  tax,  and  the  average  of  each  assess- 
ment in  the  year  1900  was  6,479  acres. 
In  1905  the  average  was  reduced  to  5.577 
acres.  In  1906  it  was  still  further  re- 
duced to  5,338  acres;  and  in  1907,  to 
5,198  acres.  These  are  the  latest  figures, 
and  they  prove  that  in  seven  years  the  areas 
of  the  large  landed  estates  in  Victoria  h^ve 
been  reduced  by  one-fifth.  That  is  an  im-- 
portant  fact,  entirely  controverting  the 
baseless  assertion  that  no  part  of  the  large 
estates  of  Victoria  is  available  for  settle- 
ment. There  is  another  important  statis- 
tical fact,  and  that  is  that  about  one-half 
of  the  area  of  Victorian  estates  over  10,000 
acres  in  extent,  consists  of  Crown  land. 
There  are  in  the  large  estates  in  Victoria, 
9,545.000  acres,  and  half  of  these  are 
Crown  lands.  Those  figures  indicate  the 
extent  of  land  controlled  by  the  State  of 
Victoria. 

Mr.  Chanter. — ^The  bulk  of  that  is  un- 
approachable. 

Mr.  PALMER.— I  shall  come  to  that 
question  at  a  later  stage.  Of  the  land  in 
Victoria  available  for  occupation  there  are 
14,541  acres  of  first-class,  114,000  acres  of 
second-class,  2,079,000  acres  of  third- 
class  land,  and  3,32(1,000  acres  of  pastoral 
land.  There  are  also  6,517,000  acres  of 
mallee  land.  These  figures  are  from  the 
Victorian  Y  ear-Book.  S(»iie  time  ago 
several  honorable  members  who  were  then 
sitting  with  the  Fisher  Government  on  this 
side  stated  that  no  lands  were  available  for 
the  people  in  Australia.  The  honorable 
member  for  Fremantle  thereupon  wired  to 
the  Premier  of  Western  Australia  as  to  the 
lands  available  in  that  State,  and  received 
this  reply — 

Sixty-two  mil  I  ion  acres  of  unselcctcd  land 
within  a  ten>inch  rainfall  limit,  one.third  of 
which  is  estimated  to  be  suitable  for  mixed 
farming;  six  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  acres 
now  surveyed  in  advance  of  selection;  one  hun- 
dred thousand  of  this  at  present  available, 
the  balance  to  be  thrown  open  shortly. 

That  speaks  volumes  f<»-  the  amount  of 
land  which  is  available,  and  to  which  the 
State  authorities  desire  to  attract  settle- 
ment. From  the  Queensland  parliamentary 
papers  I  find  that  in  that  State  there  is  a 


process  of  selecticm  going  on,  and  that 
enormous  areas  are  available.  The  land 
not  alienated  in  Queensland  totals 
145,000,000  acres.  The  area  selected  in 
1906  was  708,000  acres,  and  by  new-comers 
276,000  acres.  There  was  open  for  selec- 
ticm at  the  beginning  of  1906  15,782,000 
acres, 

Mr.  Fairbairn. — ^And  4,000,000  acres 
nere  selected  last  year. 

Mr.  Chanter. — A  large  quantity  of  that 
land  is  held  under  very  long  lease.  Tell 
us  the  area  of  land  which  is  really  avail- 
able for  the  people. 

Mr.  PALMER. — I  am  endeavouring  to 
do  so.  "  He  that  hath  ears  to  hear,  let 
him  hear." 

Mr.  Chanter. — The  hcmorable  member 
knows  that  that  land  is  no  more  available 
for  the  people  than  is  his  own  land  in  New 
South  Wales. 

Mr.  PALMER.— I  have  quoted  the 
statement  of  the  Premier  of  Western  Aus- 
tralia. 

Mr.  Fowler. — The  land  in  Western 
Australia  that  the  Government  are  offering 
for  settlement  is  available  to  anvbodv. 

Mr.  PALMER.— I  wish  to  place  before 
honorable  members  some  facts  as  to  the 
total  area  of  land  in  Australia.  There 
appears  to  be  an  entire  misapprehensioo 
as  to  the  extmt  and  scope  of  our  coimtry 
and  its  value  fran  a  settlement  point  of 
view.  H<HK>rable  members  opposite  are  so 
intent  on  looking  with  covetous  eyes  on 
those  who  have  already  acquired  estates 
that  they  have  no  attention  to  bestow  on  the 
large  area.s  of  unoccupied  land  which  lure 
just  as  attractive  now  as  the  areas  nearer 
to  the  shore  were  in  the  earlier  history  of 
Australia.  In  the  Commonwealth  there  are 
i»903>ooo»ooo  acres.  I  shall  deduct  the 
area  below  a  lo-inch  rainfall,  although  in 
s<xne  parts  where  there  is  less  than  a  10- 
inch  rainfall  there  are  men  occupying  lease- 
holds with  prc^t  to  themselves  uid  advan- 
tage to  the  coDununity.  The  area  below  an 
average  of  lo-inch  rainfall  is  600,000,000 
acres.  Above  a  10-inch  and  up  to  a  i45-irK:h 
minfall  the  area  is  1,303,000,000  acres. 
The  area  leased  out  of  this — and  this  is  the 
point  which  exercised  the  mind  of  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Riverina  just  now — is 
774,000,000  acres.  The  area  alienated  or 
in  process  of  alienation  is  1 26,000,000 
acres,  making  a  total  of  900.000,000 
occupied  either  by  tease,  alienation,  or 
partial  alienation.  The  unoccupied  country 
therefore  totals  403,008^090-,  aores.  Of 
the  total  area  oPsimg^  only 
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one  acre  in  fifteen  has  been  alienated, 
while  of  the  total  area  above  a  lo-inch 
rainfall  one  acre  in  ten  has  been  alienated. 

Mr.  PovNTON. — Those  figures  include  the 
whole  of  the  Northern  Territory. 

Mr.  PALMER.— I  .understand  that  hon- 
orable members  opposite  have  great  hopes 
of  being  able  subsequently  to  settle  a 
thriving  community  even  in  the  Northern 
Territory.  While  we  have  all  these  lands 
available,  and  every  State  is  oiacting  laws 
to  throw  open  areas  as  they  are  required 
for  settlement,  it  is  altogether  a  wrong 
policy  to  say  "  We  will  obstruct  immigra- 
ti<Ki  as  much  as  possible  until  you  have 
given  us  a  land  tax  in  order  that  we  may 
dispossess  the  men  who  have  acquired  land, 
who  have  held  it  since  the  early  days,  and 
who  have  paid  for  it."  I  present  these 
figures,  satisfied  to  know  that,  whilst 
honorable  members  opposite  decry  im- 
migration until  certain  results  have  been 
accomplished,  when  the  fact  has  been 
placed  before  the  people  that  for  our  own 
protection  vrb  must  have  more;  population, 
the  people  will  be  with  us,  and  say  Go 
ahead,  work  hand  in  hand  with  the  States 
in  encouraging  immigration.  Do  not  take 
up  a  position  of  antagonism.  If  you 
are  going  to  wait  for  a  Federal  land 
tax  you  will  have  to  wait  at  least 
some  years  before  you  can  make  a  start." 
For  reasons  of  defence  it  is  essential  that 
an  early  start  should  be  made.  I  quite 
agree  with  the  statement  in  the  Governor- 
General's  speech  that : — 

A  comprehensive  policy  of  immigration  is  ar- 
dently called  for, 

and  T  shall  be  dissatisfied  if  the  Deakin 
Government  do  not  at  an  early  stage  intro- 
duce a  policy  which  is  likely  to  accomplish 
the  desired  result  of  bringing  increased 
pppulat'on  to  Australia. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — Hoiv  would  the  honor- 
able member  raise  money  for  that  and  for 
the  Dreadnought  also? 

Mr.  PALMJER.— The  question  of  a 
Dreadnought  is  of  the  utmost  importance. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  ask  the  honorable 
member  not  to  deal  with  that  question  now. 
He  can  deal  with  it  in  relation  to  the 
Defence  Department. 

Mr.  PALMER. — I  am  quite  prepared 
to  deal  with  it  now  or  then.  It  is 
our  bounden  duty  to  assist  to  defend 
the  commerce  of  this  great  Empire, 
as  well  as  to  protect  our  own  shores, 
and  the  only  wav  we  can  defend  our 
ccanmerce  is  to  assist  the  British  Navy.  I 
have  placed  these  facts  regarding  land 


available  for  settlement  before  the  Com- 
mittee, because  I  feel  impelled  to  view  the 
question  from  the  larger  stand-point  of 
Empire.  If  we  are  to  develop  Australia, 
to  make  it  a  worthy  descendant  of 
our  great  Empire,  we  must  set  to 
work  without  loss  of  time  to  in- 
troduce the  right  type  of  people,  who 
will  take  up  ou~  large  vacant  areas. 
I  am  prepared  to  admit  that  there  are  thou- 
sands of  acres  at  present  not  available  for 
settlers,  because  the  land  is  situated  too  far 
back;  but  there  are  thousands  and  thou- 
sands of  acres  which  are  in  the  range  of 
practical  occupatimi,  which,  if  occupied, 
would  mean  wealth  to  the  community, 
increased  labour  for  the  labourers,  and 
a  vast  step  in  the  directicn  of  the 
prc^ressive  development  of  the  Com- 
monwealth. I  trust  that  we  shall  not 
hear  from  honorable  gentlemen  opposite 
any  further  expressions  of  determination 
to  resist  the  immigration  of  the  right 
type  of  people;  but  that  they  will  seek  to 
induce  the  States  to  carry  out  this  im- 
portant work,  and  thus  make  the  lands  of 
mutual  advantage  to  those  who  are  here 
now,  and  those  whcxn  we  hope  will  come. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR  (Boothby)  [8.11].— 
I  am  glad  that  the  honorable  member  for 
Wentworth  is  now  in  his  place,  because  he 
made  some  reference  to  my  having 
authorized  the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money 
for  a  special  number  of  the  Clarion^  at 
what  he  conceived  was  ^^50  above  the 
market  value.  I  understand  that  the  hon- 
orable member  obtained  his  infOTmation 
from  a  letter  written  in  one  of  the  Sjdney 
newspapers  by  Mr.  Hurley.  But  that  let- 
ter was,  so  far  as  I  understand,  written 
under  a  misapprehension.  I  have  not  the 
remotest  idea  of  what  the  ordinary  price 
of  the  Clarion  is ;  and,  at  any  rate,  that 
has  no  relevance  to  the  particular  publica- 
tion referred  to  by  the  honorable  member. 

Mr.  Kelly. — A  single  copy  of  the 
Clarion  is  6d.,  and  7,0-30  copies  could  have 
been  purchased  for  j^iJS,  whereas  the  Go- 
vernment paid  £225. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— The  honorable 
member  is  quite  wrong.  It  is  the  ordinary 
issue  of  the  Clarion  which  is  published  at 
6d. ;  but  the  issue  in  question  was  a  special 
number  containing  nothing  else  but  an 
article  on  the  resources  of  Australia. 

Mr.  Kelly. — I  have  the  number  here, 
and  it  is  advertised  at  6d. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— I  can  tell  the  hon- 
orable member  that  that  number  was  not 
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published  at  6d. ;  and  the  only  connexion 
between  the  two  is  the  cover. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — What  is  the  ordinary 

issue  of  the  Clarion? 

Mr.  BATCH  ELOR.— The  honorable 
member  ought  to  know,  seeing  that  the 
newspaper  circulates  very  largely  in  his  dis- 
trict. All  honorable  members  who  have 
seen  the  particular  issue  of  the  Clarion, 
and  to  whom  I  have  spoken,  have  expressed 
the  greatest  admirati<Mi  of  it ;  and  I  am  sur- 
jirised  that  the  honorable  member  for  Went- 
wortb  should  object  to  any  article  setting 
forth  the  resources  of  Australia,  consider- 
ing the  view  he  takes  on  the  question  of  at- 
tracting immigrants. 

Dr.  LiDDELL, — What  puzzles  me  is  why 
the  Labour  party  should  do  anything  to 
encourage  immigration. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— I  cannot  be  re- 
sponsible for  what  puzzles  the  honorable 
member ;  in  fact,  if  the  honorable  member 
were  not  puzzled,  we  should  look  for  some 
explanation.  In  this  special  number  of  the 
Clarion,  every  advertisement  was  deleted, 
and  so  was  every  reference  to  politics ;  so 
that  the  number  was  quite  different  fr<xn 
the  ordinary  number. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — I  understand  that 
every  issue  is  a  special  issue. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— Advertising  the 
resources  of  Australia? 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — No. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— This  number  of 
the  Clarion  was  written  up  specially  with 
that  idea.  The  original  proposal  was  to 
have  a  series  of  four  articles ;  but  that  was . 
objected  to,  and  they  were  compressed  into 
one,  which  filled  the  entire  paper.  Then, 
further,  the  number  was  published  in  five 
languages,  including  English. 

Mr.  Kelly.— What  was  the  object — to 
get  immigrants  from  Italy,  Spain,  Aus- 
tria, and  Germany? 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— I  think  the  hon- 
orable member  is  wrong  about  Austria. 

Mr.  Kelly.— The  number  was  circulated 
in  Austria,  and  translated  into  German, 
Spanish,  French,  and  Italian  ;  and  I  assume 
the  object  was  to  get  immigrants  from 
foreign  countries. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— The  honorable 
member  is  not  quite  accurate.  The  whole 
business  of  advertising  does  not  merely  con- 
sist in  attracting  immigrants.  Another 
object  is  to  develop  the  trade  of  Australia, 
and  to  that  «id,  to  advertise  the  resources 
of  the  country,  in  the  hope  of  developing 
our  trade  with  foreign  countries  as  well  as 
^  with  Britain,  however  anxious  we  may  be 


for  British  preference.  Anotho-  idea  is  tx> 
attract  tourists  to  Australia;  and  most  of 
the  advertisements  liave  been  written  with 

the  c^ject  of  directing  attention  all  over 
the  world  to  Australia  as  a  legitimate  field 
for  business  enterprise.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  we  do  not  need  to  do  a  great  deal  of 
advertising  for  the  purpose  of  attracting 
immigrants.  As  the  present  Prime  Min- 
ister knows,  Sir  Joseph  Camitbers,  in  a 
most  exhaustive  report  on  the  subject* 
claims  that  there  is  not  the  smallest  dif- 
ficulty in  getting  immigrants;  but  that,  on 
the  other  hand,  the  agents  are  overwhelined 
witli  applications.  If  the  present  Minister 
of  External  Affairs  chooses  to  look  up  the 
files  in  his  office,  he  will  find  that  what  I 
have  stated  is  a  fact.  Mr.  Sydney  Kid- 
man has  also  said  that  there  would  be  no 
difficulty  at  all  in  inducing  thousands  to 
come  here,  if  they  were  certain  of  employ- 
ment when  they  arrived.  My  own  opinion 
is  that  we  have  no  need  to  advertise  in  wder 
to  get  immigrants  by  the  thousand,  and  pos- 
sibly by  the  million. 

Dr.  LiDDELL. — The  honwable  monbor's 
object  is  to  advertise  to  keep  immigrants 
away ;  and  that  is  why  he  photographed 
those  miners'  humpies  and  sent  copies 
Home. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— I  have  not  the 
slightest  notion  to  what  the  honorable  mem- 
ber refers.  Photography  is  not  one  of  my 
hobbies ;  and  I  certainly  never  photographed 
any  humpies. 

Dr.  LiDDELL. — I  applied  tiie  pronoun 
generally. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— Then,  the  hon- 
orable member  should  not  do  so  when  be 
addresses  his  remark  to  me.  If  he  means 
that  somebody  somewhere  photographed 
humpies,  it  is  no  concern  of  mine.  The 
whole  question  is,  what  sort  of  arrange- 
ments do  we  make  at  this  end  in  order 
to  insure  that  the  immigrant  gets  work, 
and  that  there  is  an  opening  presented  for 
the  development  of  his  ability  on  the  land, 
or  elsewhere. 

Mr.  Archer. — We  do  not  do  half  as 
much  as  we  should. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— Of  course  not. 
But  all  this  talk  of  advertising  with  a  view 
to  attracting  immigrants  is  so  much  hum- 
bug. 

Sir.  Archer. — And  all  the  talk  about 
tiiere  being  no  work  for  the  men  when  they 
arrive,  is  also  humbug. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— I  agree  that, 
when  not  the  slightest  attepipt  to, provide 
work  is  made,  it  B^iflacHIM^tMgil^  The 
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Fisher  Government  made  a  real  proposal 
— one  that  meant  immigration,  as  shown 
by  the  following  paragraph  from  His  Ex- 
cellency's speech — 

My  Advisers  recognise  that  the  effective  de- 
fence of  Australia  requires  a  vast  increase  of 
the  population,  and  that  a  comprehensive  policy 
of  immigration  is  urgently  called  for. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  mittt  ask  the 
honorable  member  not  to  go  into  details  on 
that  question  now. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— I  shall  simply 
say  that  the  Fisher  Government  definitely 
laid  it  down  that,  as  a  matter  of  extreme 
urgency,  there  should  be  progressive  taxa- 
tion of  land  values,  in  order  that  there 
might  be  subdi\-ision  of  tb^  large  est<<res, 
and  extensive  areas  thrown  open  to  settle- 
ment, thus  offering  inducements  to  im- 
migrants in  large  numbers.  This  proposal 
meant  practical  settlement  and  practical 
defence. 

Mr.   Atkinson. — Does    the  honorable 

member  think  that  a  progressive  land  tax 
would  settle  the  lands  of  Australia? 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— A  progressive  land 
tax  is'  one  of  the  measures  

Mr.  Atkinson. — Is  it  not  the  only  mea- 
sure of  the  Labour  partv? 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— The  honorable 
member  knows  that  he  will  not  interrupt 
the  course  of  my  argimient  and  cause  me  to 
admit  that  the  whole  of  the  Labour  party's 
policy  lies  in  a  progressive  land  tax.  I 
will  say.  however,  that,  so  far  as  immigra- 
tion and  defence,  as  arising  from  the 
settling  of  the  waste  areas  is  concerned,  the 
key  is  a  progressive  land  tax.  Lands  must 
he  unlocked  by  some  means  or  other.  If 
the  honorable  member  can  suggest  a  more 
effective  means  than  a  progressive  land  tax, 
I  shall  be  happy  to  assist  him  in  bringing 
it  into  operaticxi.  This  is  not  mv  opinion, 
or  that  of  the  Labour  party  only.  The 
Sydney  Morning  Herald,  which  is  not  a 
Labour  journal,  not  a  wild  Socialistic 
rag,  but  one  whose  respectability  the  Min- 
ister of  Defence  will  vouch  for,  says — 

If  immigrants  are  to  be  placed  on  the  land 
systematically  and  in  numbers  without  prcju* 
dice  to  the  land  requirements  of  our  people,  it 
is  not  to  be  disputed  that  the  provision  of 
settlement  land  on  easy  terms  will  have  to 
proceed  at  a  much  more  rapid  pace  than  is  the 
case  now.  This  applies,  not  in  one  State,  but 
in  all — at  least,  in  the  more  settled  States. 
As  to  this  State,  we  are  not  unmindful  of  what 
the  Government  is  doing  in  the  matter  of  re- 
sumptions. Spealtini^  at  Guyra  on  Wednesday 
night,  the  Minister  for  Lands  said  he  was  "de- 
termined to  face  the  problem  (of  making  l.-ind 
available),  aad  he   looked   forward  hopefully 


to  the  time  when  the  men  would  not  be  moving 
about  the  country  looking  for  land  without  the 
Government  pursuing  them  to  take  up  the  avail- 
able areas."  We  hope  this  good  time  is  nearer 
than  it  appears  to  oe.  But  we  doubt  if  the 
policy  of  State  resumption  alone  will  bring  it 
about.  The  active  co-operation  of  landowners 
themselves  might  enable  the  Government  to  do 
so,  and,  perhaps,  the  oaglect  of  owners  to  see 
matters  in  this  light  mnv  prove  to  be  strength, 
ening  the  hands  of  those  who  are  only  waiting 
the  chance  to  apply  the  goad  of  a  graduated 
land  tax. 

That  is  the  opinion  of  probably  the  most 
Conservative  journal  in  Australia. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Is  it  suggested  that 
the  Commonwealth  Parliament  should  im- 
pose a  land  tax  ? 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— We  are  not  now 
discussing  whether  a  land  tax  should  be  im- 
posed by  this  Parliament  or  by  those  of  the 
States. 

Dr.  LiDDELL. — It  makes  all  the  differ- 
ence. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— Let  us  not  cloud 
the  issue.  Some  honorable  members  have 
to-night  taken  up  the  position  that  unlimited 
areas  of  land  are  available  throughout 
Australia,  and  even  in  Victoria  and  New 
South  Wales,  and  that  we  ought  to  pursue 
a  systematic  immigration  policy  to  encour- 
age' settlement  upon  them.  If  the  States 
would  imp{»e  progressive  land  taxation,  it 
would  be  better  to  allow  them  to  do  so,  and 
to  leave  the  whole  business  of  immigratim 
to  them.  But  is  the  progress  of  Australia 
to  be  delayed  indefinitely  while  the  Legis- 
lative Councils  of  the  Slates  refuse  to 
sanction  such  taxation  ? 

Mr.  Archer. — In  Queensland  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  have  never  asked 
for  progressive  land  taxation. 

Mr.  B.\TCHELOR.— That  is  because 
the  State  has  never  enjoyed  a  sufficiently 
Liberal  Government. 

Mr.  Archer. — The  franchise  for  the 
Queensland  Parliament  is  as  broad  as  is 
that  for  this  Parliament. 

Mr.  Palmer. — Is  the  imposition  of  land 
taxation  the  best  means  to  induce  settle- 
ment ? 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— Undoubtedly.  I 
do  not  wish  to  discuss  the  theory  of  land 
taxation,  but  surely  the  honorable  gentle- 
man knows  that  its  object  is,  not  so  much 
to  obtain  revenue,  as  to  cause  those  who 
hold  the  land  to  p:iy  something  for  the 
privileges  which  they  enjoy. 

Mr.  Archer. — They  .should  be  called 

upon  only  to  pav  a  fair  thing. 

Mr.  BATCH ELOR.-f=Itjs.a,fwr  thing. 
If  progressive  DilSffi^byt^3^^\^i J  ^ 
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imposed  by  the  States,  I  should  prefer  to 
leave  it  to  them. 

Mr.  Archer. — Then  let  us  give  them  a 
chance. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— In  South  Aus- 
tralia the  House  of  Assembly  passes  a  pro- 
gressive land  tax  every  vear,  and  the  Coun- 
cil as  regularlv  rejects  the  proposal. 

Sir  John  Foksest.^ — South  Australia  is 
the  only  State  where  that  occurs. 

Mr.  'BATCHELOR.— The  interjection 
adds  strength  to  my  argument.  In  the 
State  where  a  majority  is  prepared  to 
support  prc^ressive  taxation,  the  Coun- 
cil is  persistent  in  opposing  the  will 
of  the  representatives  of  the  people.  It 
is  idle  to  think  that  we  shall  get  a  progres- 
sive land  taxation  from  the  State  Parlia- 
ments within  a  reasonable  period  when  the 
people  of.  the  most  democratic  State  can- 
not get  it  from  its  Parliament.  Let  me 
now  read  what  the  Klinister  of  Defence 
has  snid  on  the  land  question. 

Mr.  Sinclair. — Seventeen  years  ago  ! 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— Honorable  mem- 
bers seem  to  know  wtiat  I  am  about  to  read 
without  having  heard  it.  Se^-enteen  years 
ago  I  advocated,  in  the  South  Australian 
House  of  Assembly,  refmns  which  I  am 
advocating  to-day. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — It  is  only  advocacy. 
The  honorable  member  does  not  mean  any- 
thing. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— That  is  a  sort  of 
platform  joke.  The  honorable  member 
know.s  that  I  mean  what  1  say.  This  is 
what  the  hwiorable  member  said,  and  I  am 
sure  that  he  meant  it — 

I  do  not  believe  ia  paying  for  land  at  all. 

This  is  the  man  who  is  now  one  of  the  bul- 
warks of  the  Conser\'ative  party — 

I  believe  in  taxing  it,  and  if  we  tax  it  to  its 
full  unimproved  value  we  shall  have  no  need 
to  sell  it;  indeed  no  one  will  buy  it.  When  a 
man  wants  a  bit  of  land  in  this  Colony  he  has 
to  go  hundreds  of  miles  back  into  the  bush, 
behind  his  strong  neighbour,  who  has  picked 
out  the  eyes  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Fairbairn. — Would  he  expect  to  get 
land  in  Collins-street? 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— I  am  quoting 
what  the  honorable  member's  Minister  says, 

the  man  whom  he  must  follow — ■ 

We  ought  to  tax  the  strong  neighbour  for 
every  ounce  of  privilege  which  he  possesses 
over  the  man  who  proposes  to  go  into  Itie  bush. 

Mr.  Hedges. — He  was  speaking  then  for 
other  people,  not  for  honorable  members 
on  this  side  of  the  House. 


Mr.  BATCHELOR.— I  prefer  to  go  to 
the  Minister  himself  any  explanation 
of  these  views. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — This  is  tedious  re- 
petition. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR— That  reply  may  be 
satisfactory  to  the  hcmorable  member,  but 
it  is  hardly  ccmvincing.  Does  he  still  hold 
the  same  opinions? 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Will  the  honorable 
member  give  notice  of  the  question  ? 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— In  the  circum- 
stances, I  think  that  that  is  a  fair  answer. 
I  can  quite  understand  that,  having  regard 
to  his  present  associati<Mis,  it  would  be  ex- 
ceedingly difficult  for  the  hcxmable  mem- 
ber to  give  a  straightout  reply. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  would  not  inter- 
fere for  the  world  with  the  large  estates 
owned  by  honorable  members  opposite. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— In  that  respect  we 
differ  frc»n  the  Government  party.  We  are 
quite  prepared  to  sacrifice  our  large  estates. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — What  about  the  honorable 
member  for  Darwin  ? 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— He  is  yearning 
for  a  progressive  land  tax. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber and  his  party  keep  <xi  preaching 
against  private  property  in  land,  and  yet 
collar  all  they  can  get. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— I  am  prepared  to 
pay  for  all  I  have  in  the  way  of  land. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Several  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  honorable  member's  party  are 
getting  big  estates  in  the  West. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— The  area  which 
hcmorable  members  on  this  side  of  the 
House  may  possess  does  not  materially 
affect  the  questiim. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — It  qtiestions  the  sin- 
cwity  of  their  actions. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— The  honorable 
member  is  wrong.  The  sincerity  of  the  La- 
bour party's  advocacy  of  a  land  tax  is  not 
affected  in  the  least  by  the  fact  of  whether 
or  not  they  own  land. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  think  so. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.  —  The  honorable 
member  knows  that  it  is  not,  and  to  as- 
sume otherwise  is  to  take  a  deplorably  low 
view  of  human  nature.  Assuming  that  the 
Minister  of  Defence  still  holds  the  view 
that  private  property  in  land  is  wrong, 
surely  he  is  not  going  to  allow  the  fear 
that  he  may  have  to  pay  a  land  tax  of  a 
few  pence  in  the  j£i  to  interfere  with  his 
advocacy  of  that  which  he^believes  to  be 
right  ?  Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 
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Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  cheerfully  paid 
land  tax  on  my  10  acres  the  other  day. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— It  is  utter  non- 
sense to  suggest  that  tiie  sincerity  of  hon- 
orable members  of  the  Labour  party's  ad- 
vocacy of  a  progressive  land  tax  is  affected 
by  the  question  of  whether  or  not  tbey 
own  land. 

Mr.  HtJME  Cook. — ^Then  why  do  they 
propose  to  exempt  estates  not  exceeding 
;^5,ooo  in  value? 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— It  doe?  not  take 
long  to  explain.  It  is  because  we  propose 
a  progressive  land  tax. 

Mr.  Hans  Irvine. — They  propose  such 
an  exemptim  in  order  to  catdi  the  farmer's 
vote,  and  to  avoid  taxing  themselves. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— If  the  honorable 
member  believes  that  he  would  believe  any- 
thing. It  is  an  utterly  ridiculous  sugges- 
tion. 

.Mr.  Hans  Irvine. — It  is  quite  true. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— The  object  of  a 
progressive  land  tax  is  to  iliduoe  the  owners 
of  large  estates  to  subdivide  them.  What 
purpose  would  be  served  by  inducing  small 
land-owners  to  cut  up  their  estates?  There 
is  no  point  in  the  honorable  member's  inter- 
jection. 

Mr.  Hans  Iktine. — There  should  be  no 
exemption. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— Not  in  the  case  of 
a  tax  designed  to  break  up  lai:ge  estates? 
Could  there  be  a  greater  absurdity? 

Dr.  Wilson. — Does  not  the  hcHiOTable 
member  recognise  that  the  effect  of  the  pro- 
posed tax  would  be  to  cause  the  holders 
of  poor  land,  and  not  the  holders  of  rich 
land,  to  cut  up  their  estates? 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.  —  Certainly  not. 
The  honorable  member  is  confusing  acreage 
with  value.  It  is  immaterial  whether  the 
hnd  be  poor  or  rich.  The  sole  questi(»i  is 
whether  its  unimproi-ed  value  exceeds 
^5.000. 

Dr.  Wilson. — But  the  man  on  the  rich 
land  makes  a  better  living  than  the  man  on 
the  poor  land,  and  the  latter,  under  the 
L,ilour  party's  proposal,  would  be  the  more 
heiivily  hit,  and  would  have  to  subdivide  his 
estate. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— The  exemption  re- 
lates, not  to  estates  of  5,000  acres,  but  to 
estates  the  unimproved  value  of  which  does 
not  ex'ved  ;^5,ooo.  When  we  speak  of 
hnd  of  the  value  of  j^s,ooo,  we  have  in 
mind  land  that  has  a  {xodudng  value  of 
at  least  j^^5,ooo 


Mr.  Watkins. — The  Britbh  Government 
are  now  proposing  to  tax  the  unearned 
increment. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— Quite  so. 

Dr.  Wilson. — The  Labour  party,  how- 
ever, are  proposing,  not  a  tax  on  unearned 
increment,  but  a  straight-out  tax  on  land, 
regardless  of  whether  or  not  any  income  is 
obtained  from  it. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— Certainly.  If  a 
man  holds  land  the  unimproved  value  of 
which  exceeds  ;^5,ooo,  and  does  not  put  it 
to  any  productive  use,  he  should  get  rid 
of  it.  and  allow  some  one  who  is  prepared 
to  put  it  to  good  use  to  secure  it. 

Dr.  Wilson. — The  honorable  member,  as 
a  practical  farmer,  knows  that  many  a 
holder  of  j^^5,ooo  worth  of  land  in  some 
ve.irs  does  not  obtain  a  shilling  from  it. 

Mr.  HATCHELOR.— We  must  have  re- 
gard to  the  average  of  the  years.  In  some 
years,  ^^5,000  worth  of  land  may  return 
nothing,  but  its  value  does  not  fall  to  zero. 

Dr.  Wilson. — Quite  so ;  ne^'ertheless  the 
holder  of  siuch  land  under  the  Labour 
party's  pro|josal  would  have  to  pay  the  same 
tax,  whether  he  obtained  anything  fr<Mn  the 
land  or  not. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— Land  must  be 
valued  according  to  its  productiveness  over 
a  series  of  years. 

Dr.  Wilson.  —  Would  the  htmorable 
member  exempt  the  holder  of  a  large  estate 
fr(sa  taxation  during  a  bad  year  ? 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.  —  Certainly  not. 
The  honorable  member  knows  perfectly  well 
that  a  land  tax,  whatever  it  may  be,  must 
come  out  of  the  produce  of  the  land.  But 
to  return  to  the  point  immediately  at  issue, 
I  have  been  induced  to  become  discursiw  in 
attempting  to  reply  fairly  to  interjections 
from  honor.ible  members  opposite. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— The  honorable 
member  h  wasting  time  admirably. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— The  '  honorable 
member  did  not  think  that  a  like  procedure 
was  a  waste  of  time  a  little  while  ago.  We 
have  taken  much  longer  to  deal  with  mat- 
ters of  far  less  importance. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Ne^er  on  a  Supply 
Bill,  so  far  as  my  memory  serves  me. 

Mr.  Tudor. — The  right  honorable  mem- 
ber is  wrong. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— The  debate  on  the 
ad\isableness  of  continuing  the  vote  for  ad- 
\«rtising  purposes  was  introduced  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Wentworth. 

Sir  John  Forrest.— .^Q^^^J^orable 
member  continued  tiie'rf^tiilie.  o 
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Mr.  BATCHELOR— When  an  honor- 
able member  atUcka  me  for  having  caused 
certain  advertisements  to  be  circulated  in 
Europe,  surely  I  am  entitled  to  reply. 

Sir  JoHM  FORBEST.— The  honorable 
member  could  be  controverted  by  a  refCT- 
encc  to  the  very  newspaper  that  he  ciitu- 
lated. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— The  right  honor- 
able member  knows  that,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  it  was  very  good  business  for  Aus- 
tralia. I  have  here  a  long  extract  from 
an  Australian  newspaper,  in  which,  under 
the  heading  of  "A  Policy  to  be  Avoided," 
referenw  is  made  to  the  diflSculties  that 
Canada  has  experienced  owing  to  the  lack 
of  a  proper  selection  of  immigrants,  and  a 
proper  supervision  of  them  cm  arrival.  If 
we  were  dealing  fully  with  the  question  of 
immigration,  I  should  read  the  article,  be- 
cause it  describes  very  \ividly  the  state  of 
affairs  which  some  men  frcwn  Australia  and 
New  Zealand  found  prevailing  in  Canada 
as  the  result  of  the  alle£;ed  careless  immi- 
gration methods  adopted  by  the  Canadian 
Government.  Those  men  have  since  re- 
turned to  Australia.  Those  who  bring 
under  the  notice  of  the  authorities — whether 
in  this  House,  at  meetings  of  Trades  and 
Labour  Councils,  of  the  Employers'  Pede- 
ration,  or  of  other  bodies — that  in  scxne 
cases  no  attempt  is  made  to  find  land  for 
immigrants  when  they  arrive  here,  and  that 
no  genuine  assistance  is  extended  to  them, 
with  the  result  that  they  are  stranded  and 
left  destitute,  do  a  service  to  the  country. 
We  ought  to  be  ashamed  of  ourselves  if 
we  employ  State  funds  to  bring  immi- 
grants to  Australia,  and  fail  to  look  after 
them  when  they  arrive  here.  I  have 
sheaves  of  letters  regarding  cases  where 
that  has  not  been  done  in  various  States. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Xot  in  Western 
Australia,  I  hope. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— I  have  no  letters 
with  regard  to  Western  Australia. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.^ — Should  there  be 
no  immigration  until  we  can  look  after 
every  immigrant  that  comes? 

^rr.  BATCHELOR,— I  do  not  say 
that,  but  if  we  employ  State  mtmey  to 
bring  out  immigrants  we  ought  to  look 
after  them  cm  arrival. 

Mr.  JosEvH  Cook. — To  what  ettent? 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— That  will  depend 
a  great  deal  on  the  character  of  the  man. 

Mr.  Atkinson. — That  will  crane  in 
time. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— In  the  meantime 
great  harm  is  done  to  Australia  by  xaiai 


being  stranded  here.    They  are  led  to  be- 
lieve that  there  will  be  any  amount  of 
work  for  them,  and  then  they  write  to 
their  friends  at  Htxne,  telling  them  riot  to 
ccttne  out,  and  describing   the  conditicms 
prevailing  in  Australia,  in  the  belief  that 
they  are  typical  of  the  whole  of  Aus- 
tralia, -whereas  they  are  not.    Those  who 
point  out  that  these  conditions  sometimes 
prevail,  and  bring  such  cases  under  flw 
notice  of  the  authorities,  are  called  mem- 
bers of  the  "stinking  fish"  party.  They  are 
accused  of  decrying  Australia,  but  it  is 
because  they  love  Australia,  and  want  to 
better  it,  and  do  not  want  these  state- 
ments to  be  made  about  it,  or  do  not  want 
such  statements  to  be  true,  that  they  take 
action.    The  men  who  reallv  bet<»g  to  the 
"stinking  fish"  party  are  those  who  con- 
stantly cry  out  that  there  are  any  amount 
of  opportunities  for  anybody  to  get  full 
work  at  full  wages  in  Australia,  and  that 
there  is  plenty  of  land  available  for  all 
who  choose  to  come  and  ocxnipy  it.  Under 
present  circumsfances,  those  assertions  are 
not  true.     Immigrants  who  come  here,  be- 
lieving that  they  are  true,  write  to  their 
friends  in  the   Old   Country  describing 
their   experiences,    and    so  con^derable 
damage  is  done  to  Australia.     A  sane 
policy  in  this  matter  is  to  make  sure  to  do 
everything  that  lies  in  our  power  to  throw 
open  land  at  prices  at  which  settlers  will 
be  able  to  make  a  "  do'*  of  it.  Within 
the  last  three  or  four  years  a  dairy  farmer 
frcffrt  Denmark,  with  eleven  children,  came 
to  Melbourne  with  the  intention  of  taking 
up  land  for  dairying  in  Victoria.    He  ap- 
plied for  every  Government  block  that  was 
throwrj  open,  but  he  was  allotted  no  land 
whatever.     Finally  the  family   took  up 
land  in  the  district  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Corangamite,  b«ng  assisted  by 
another  Dane,  who  was  a  local  re^doit. 
That  family  paid,  as  naturally  would  he 
the  case  in  the  circumstances,  being  imder 
great  oressure,  a  very  much  bigger  nrice 
than  thev  ought  to  have  paid  for  the  land, 
considering    the  u.se — dairv   fanning — to 
which  they  wished  to  put  it.     The  result 
is  that  to-day  the  whole  of  those  eleven 
children  are  working  in  factories  in  arid 
around  the  dty  of  Melbourne.     That  is 
because  they  could  not  get  land  at  a  rea* 
.connble  pricR     The  father  was  a  prac- 
tical dairy  farmer  in  Denmark,  and  really 
knew  his  business.     He  assures  me  that 
he  could  make  much  more  off  the  land 
at  present  prices  i  n   Denmark   than  he 
could  make  in  Victoria  at  the  prices  whid) 
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he  would  have  to  pay  here.  I  do  not 
say  that  that  case  is  typical  of  the  whole 
of  the  land  values  of  Victoria,  but  if  that 
kind  of  thing  is  at  all  frequent  we  can 
easily  understand  the  damage  that  will  be 
done  to  a  settled  policy  of  immigration. 

Dr.  Wilson. — I  could  give  the  honor- 
able member  any  number  of  instances  to 
the  contrary. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— I  could  give  a 
great  number  to  the  same  effect. 

Mr.  Sinclair. — What  would  be  a  sub- 
stitute for  the  ballot  system? 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— The  South  Aus- 
tralian system  of  a  Land  Boaxd,  whidi 
personally  interviews  each  applicant,  and 
inv^?stigates  his  circumstances,  ^s  infinitely 
preferable.  The  ballot  system  is  a 
gamble.  Under  it  the  man  who  is  the 
least  likely  to  be  successful  has  as  mudi 
chance  of  getting  land  as  the  man  who  is 
most  likely  to  succeed.  We  must  make 
land  available  at  such  cheap  rates  that 
those  who  corns  raw  from  the  Old  Coun- 
try will  be  able  to  make  a  "do"  of  it. 

Dr.  Wilson.— It  takes  some  time  to  get 
used  to  the  difFerent  ccmditions  out  here. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— Of  course.  Hon- 
orable members  who  say  that  in  Queens- 
land and  Western  Australia  unlimited  areas 
of  virgin  land  covered  with  scrub  are 
available,  should  remember  that  that  is 
one  of  the  factws  of  the  situation.  The 
men  brought  out  to  Australia  are  not,  as 
a  rule,  most  suitable  for  pioneering  work 
of  that  kind.  That  is  one  of  the  reasons 
why  we  advocate  a  progressive  land  tax. 
We  believe  that  the  lands  nearer  settle- 
ment ought  to  be  cut  up,  because  they 
could  be  utilized  much  more  readily  by 
immigrants  than  could  the  outside  coun- 
try, which  must  be  inoneered  by  Aus- 
tralians. 

Mr.  ATKiNf50N. — Can  the  honorable 
member  show  how  the  progressive  land 
tax  will  cut  up  that  land? 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— Of  course.  But 
does  the  honorable  member  really  require 
to  be  shown  that? 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Order !  There  are 
90  many  interjections  passing  across  tiie 
chamber  that  it  is  not  pos^ble  for  the 
honorable  member  to  continue  his  speech. 
The  only  result  is  to  prolong  debate.  I 
would  also  remind  honorable  members  that 
we  are  in  Cranmittee,  and  that  every  hon- 
orable member  has,  therefOTe,  the  oppor- 
tunitv  to  speak  as  often  as  he  likes. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— If  a  man  has  to 
pay  taxation  ftx  every  jQt  above  £5,000 


that  he  holds  in  land  values,  and  an  in- 
creasing amount  for  every  ;^5,ooo  worth 
over  that,  he  will  very  soon  find  it  un- 
profitable to  hold  a  large  area  of  land, 
and  will  have  to  cut  some  of  it  up. 

Dr.  Wilson.  —  He  must  inevitably 
throw  the  poorer  land  on  the  market  first, 
because  he  must  have  regard  to  the  pro- 
ductive value  of  the  land. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.  —  The  productive 
value  is  expressed  in  the  ^5,000  value. 
I  cannot  understand  the  honorable  mem- 
ber's poor  land  theory.  The  questim  is  not 
affected  in  the  slightest  by  whether  a  man 
holds  poor  or  rich  land.  Under  a  pro- 
gressive land  tax  a  man  will  get  rid  of 
as  much  land,  whether  it  is  his  best  or 
his  worst,  as  will  reduce  his  taxation  to 
an  amount  that  he  can  afford  to  pay.  It 
does  not  follow  that  he  will  get  rid  of 
his  poOT  land.  He  may  get  rid  of  his 
better  land,  but  in  any  case  if  he  does 
sell  his  poorer  land,  he  must  sell  more 
of  it  than  he  would  of  his  richer  land,  *m 
order  to  being  down  the  total  value  of  his 
holding  to  a  reasonable  figure. 

Dr.  Wilson. — If  he  holds  nothing  but 
poor  land,  he  is  bound  to  throw  it  on  the 
market,  because  his  charges  are  so  mudi 
heavier. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.  —  The  honorable 
member  is  confusing  areas  with  values. 
It  makes  no  difference  whether  a  man 
holds  rich  land  or  poor  land,  so  far  as 
regards  his  having  to  throw  it  on  the 
market  in  order  to  reduce  the  total  value 
oF  his  holding.  The  whole  questiwi  is  the 
value  of  the  land  held.  If  a  man  holds 
such  an  amount  of  unimproved  land  as  to 
bring  him  under  the  i»c^;ressive  land  tax, 
to  that  extent  he  cannot  get  money  out  of 
his  lands,  and,  therefore,  he  must  get  rid 
of  them,  in  order  to  make  an  inc«ne. 

Dr.  Wilson. — Then  that  is  practically 
confiscation  by  taxatitwi ! 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— Confiscation  is  a 
point  which,  I  am  afraid,  the  Chairman 
would  rule  me  out  of  order  in  discussing. 
When  it  comes  to  a  questimi  of  cmfisca- 
tion,  we  are  faced  with  the  altematiTe  of 
repurchasing  the  land.  That  is  coifisca- 
tion  by  artificially  increasing  the  values, 
and  making  it  more  difficult  for  people  to 
obtain  land;  it  is  an  inflation  of  values  by 
State  aid,  and  a  gift  of  the  added  value  to 
the  persons  who  hold  the  land.  In  my 
opinion,  the  State  has  no  right  to  go  into 
any  enterprise  of  that  kind,  because  it 
really  means  coo4s€atiaiy^4U^>^  much  as 
does  a   progressive  land  tax,    which,  ^ 
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admit,  takes  from  the  few  for  the  benefit  of 
tiie  many. 

Dr.  Wilson. — It  is  confiscati<xi  by  tax- 
ing the  value  out  of  the  land. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— We  cannot  tax  the 
value  out  of  the  land. 

Mr.  Atkinson. — Yes;  if  there  is  a  tax 
of  IS.  in  the  pound. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— But  the  honor- 
able member  sees  that  up  to  ;£5,ooo  in 
value  there  is  no  tax. 

Sir  John  Forrest.— The  States  will 
tsx  the  smaller  estates. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— Then  it  will  be 
the  States,  and  not  the  Commonwealth, 
which  imposed  the  taxaticm.  We  are  now 
talking  of  a  Federal  prc^ressive  land  tax; 
and  I  must  say  that  I  have  never  heard  of 
any  such  tax  as  is.  in  the  pound,  even  if 
the  value  of  the  estate  were  ;£i, 000,000. 
One  reason  for  my  having  hem  a  strwig 
ad\-ocate  all  my  life,  practically,  of  pro- 
gressive land  taxation,  was  found  during  a 
viMt  I  paid,  in,  company  with  the  Speaker 
of  this  Chamber,  to  an  area  of  land  in 
South  Australia,  which  had  been  settled  for 
forty  years,  or  longer.  This  area  was 
about  60  miles  north  of  Adelaide,  and 
there,  a  few  years^  ago,  was  a  township 
and  a  large  number^of  prosperous  farmers, 
who  cultivated  fTtyai  200  to  500,  or,  per- 
haps, 1,000  acres.  When  you  pass  through 
that  country  now,  you  find  ruined  houses 
where  before  there  were  homesteads ;  in 
fact,  the  whole  district  is  one  big  sheep 
farm,  though  the  land  is  s<Hne  of  the  finest 
cereal  country  in  all  Australia.  A  big 
land-owner,  who  had  a  squatterage  in 
proximity  to  the  township,  bought '  farm 
after  farm,  when  bad  times  came,  and  the 
holders  were  crippled,  as,  fortunately,  they 
have  not  been  of  recent  years,  but  as  they 
may  be  again ;  and  the  same  thing  has 
gone  <Mi  in  many  places  in  South  Australia, 
and,  to  a  large  extent,  in  other  parts  of 
the  Cwnmonwealth.  The  Government  of 
South  Australia  are  doing  all  they  can  to 
survey  land  as  rapidly  as  possible,  so  as 
to  induce  settlement;  but,  under  present 
conditions,  the  people  have  to  go  frcHn  200 
to  400  miles  inland,  where,  possibly,  the 
rainfall  is  insufficient,  and  where  they  have 
10  meet  all  the  difficulties  of  pioneering 
work.  At  the  same  time,  a  few  men  are 
allowed  by  the  law  to  add  farm  after  farm 
to  their  holdings,  just  as  we  have  found 
amongst  the  crofters  in  Scotland;  and 
while  I  do  not  say  that  the  means  adopted 
b>  these  land-owners  are  unlawful  ot  un- 


fair— because  they  gave  a  fair  price  for  the 
land— I  take  exception  to  the  effect  of  such 
a  proceeding  on  Australia.  Instead  of 
having  thousands  of  settlers  on  some  of 
the  best  lands  in  Australia,  we  are  con- 
fronted with  sheep  farms. 

Mr.  Kelly. — Why  does  not  the  Labour 
Government  of  South  Australia  deal  with 
the  question? 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— As  I  have  told 
the  honorable  member  before,  the  Legisla- 
tive Assembly  in  South  Australia  have  every 
year  passed  a  progressive  land  tax  Bill. 

Mr.  Kelly. — If  the  Upper  House 
blocks  the  measure,  surely  there  is  power 
in  a  danocratic  country  to  alter  the  Con- 
stitution ? 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— I  do  not  wish  to 
accuse  the  honorable  member  of  ignorance 
of  the  Constitutions  of  the  States  of  Aus- 
tralia, but  he  ought  to  know  that,  where 
there  is  an  elective  Legislative  Council, 
such  as  in  Victoria,  South  Australia,  and 
Tasmania,  no  power  on  earth  can  alter  the 
Constitution,  without  the  consult  of  that 
small  proportion  of  people  who  have  votes 
f<»^  the  Upper  House. 

Mr.  Kelly. — I  know  that  Ccmstituticms 
have  bem  altered  in  various  States,  and  I 
presume  that,  if  the  Labour  Government 
of  South  Australia  are  in  earnest,  they  can 
alter  the  Constitution  of  that  State. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— The  honorable 
member  will  see  

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  must  ask  the 
honorable  member  not  to  proved  with 
that  argument. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— Of  course,  I  bow 
to  the  ruling  of  the  Chairman;  but  I 
should  like  an  opportunity,  if  the  honor- 
able member  for  Wentworth  is  serious,  of 
explaining  what  the  position  actually  is. 
Foi  very  many  years  efforts  have  been 
made  to  obtain  a  much  broader  franchise 
for  the  Legislative  Council  in  South  Aus- 
tralia. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Order  !  I  point 
out  that  if  the  h(xx>rable  member  proceeds 
on  this  line  of  argument  the  discussion  will 
take  a  very  wide  field.  It  has  already 
taken  a  wider  range  than  it  should;  but 
last  year,  when  I  tried  to  curtail  the  dis- 
cussion, honorable  members  opposed  me. 
and  told  me  I  must  give  a  broader  inter- 
pretation to  the  Standing  Orders.  I  am 
giving  a  broad  inter pretaticm  now ;  but  if 
I  allow  the  honorable  member  to  proceed, 
some  other  honorable  member  may  1  interject 
foreign  matter,  it9(|z^:toik:WOlO^^  end 
to  the  discussi(»i. 
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Mr.  BATCHELOR.— The  questions  of 
immigration,  land  settlem«it,  and  adver- 
tising Australia  are  so  interwovai  that  it  is 
extremely  difficult  to-  separate  them,  and 
the  discussi<»i  brings  into  view  the  difficultj- 
of  getting  such  legislation  in  the  States  as 
is  desirable.  However,  I  have  no  desire  to 
take  up  more  time  of  the  Committee,  and 
shall  content  myself  with  pointing  out  that 
those  who  are  really  serious  in  trying  to 
biing  about  an  increase  of  population  will 
have  to  take  the  advice  of  the  Sydney 
Morning  Herald,  which  I  read  at  the  be- 
ginning of  my  speech,  and  lode  very  closely 
into  the  neces^ty  of  providing  lands  suf- 
ficient to  employ  the  energy  of  thousands, 
and  not  of  mere  hundreds,  as  is  the  case 
to-day. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS  (Robertson) 
[9.20]. — The  honorable  member  for  Booth- 
by  has  delivered  a  very  interesting  ad- 
dress ;  but  throughout  he  has  not  said  that 
h\i  party  is  in  favour  of  the  nationalization 
of  monopolies.  The  Labour  party  regard 
land  as  the  greatest  monopoly,  and  are  in 
favour  of  taxing  it,  with  an  exemption  of 
j^S,ooo  in  value.  But  this  is  cmly  in  order 
to  get  the  law  enacted;  .and  later  they 
will  doulrtless  come  down  on  the  smaller 
estates  below  the  eiremption  value,  and 
nationalize  them.  The  honorable  member 
tried  very  hard,  but  without  success,  to  ex- 
plain away  an  interjection  made  from  this 
side  of  the  House ;  and  there  is  no  doubt 
that  the  object  of  the  taxation  is  to  burst 
It].'  estates.  The  honorable  member  en- 
deavoured to  get  away  from  the  fact  that 
.  Uie  first  estates  to  be  burst  up  would  be 
the  poor  holdings  that  are  not  productive. 
Consequently,  tte  first  estates  to  be  crushed 
wilt  be  those  bey<xid  the  Goyder  line  of 
rainfall  in  Soutii  Australia,  and  those 
within  the  line  will  be  the  last. 

Mr.  Batchelos. — I  am  astonished  to 
hear  the  honorable  member  say  that,  be- 
cause it  is  ridiculous ! 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— What  un- 
earned incranent  is  there  in  the  case  of 
land  at  Terowie  in  a  drought  season  ? 

Mr  Batchelor. — Nobody  owns  land 
tb^;  they  are  lease-holder's. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLlg.— There  are 
large  areas  of  land  in  Terowie. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — Thwe  is  scarcely  an 
individual  who  owns  more  than  ^5t000 
worth. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— I  shall  take 
the  htwiorable  member's  word  for  that. 
Terowie  is  a  long  distance  from  the  centre 
cf  population. 


Mr.  Batchelor. — It  is  140.  miles  frcar. 
Adelaide. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— It  is  in  the 
desert  country,  bey<md  the  Goyder  line; 
ancl  all  the  private  land  there  will  fall  into 
the  market,  seeing  that  its  economic  value 
will  not  enable  the  holders  to  pay  the  tax. 
OJ  course,  this  is  an  easy  way  in  which  tp 
carry  out  the  confiscation  policy  of  the 
Labour  party.  Honorable  menibers  run 
away  wiUi  the  notion  that  there  are  rich 
lands  which  will  at  once  be  forced  on  to 
the  market,  and  that  .  the  only  persons 
afi'ected  will  be  the  n<xninal  owners.  I 
point  out  that  when  we  go  out  into  duse  dis- 
tricts, we  find  a  diuxch,  a  ^ithy,  and 
perhaps  a  bank.  In  numerous  townships 
throughont  Australia  you  will  find  these 
edifices. 

Mr.  Bamford. — What  about  the  public 

houses  ? 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— There  may  be 
public  houses  there,  too.  The  banking  in- 
stitutions of  Australia  have  not  established 
branches  throughout  the  countrv  merely  for 
the  fun  of  doing  so.  There  is  a  demand 
everywhere  for  capital.  Those  who  have 
put  milli(xis  into  the  banks  require  outlets 
for.  their  investment,  and  the  banks  emplw 
the  cream  of  commercial  men  to  manage 
their  business,  and  to  loan  out  their  money 
to  the  holders  of  land.  The  result  of  the 
bursting  up  of  large  estates  would  be  that 
many  would  be  surrendered  to  the  Crown, 
and  the  banks  would  lose  the  money  in- 
A"ested  in  them.  Members  of  the  Labour 
party  rejoice  in  the  fact  that  the  banks 
wouid  be  hit.  But  in  hitting  a  bank  you  hit 
the  poor.  In  the  list  of  the  proprietors  of 
any  bank  you  will  find  the  names  of  par- 
sons, widows,  uid  orphan.«i. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — And  old-age  pen- 
sioners ? 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— Honoral.le 
members  shall  not  laugh  me  out  of  court. 
Let  me  refresh  their  memory  a  little.  Who 
were  those  who  suffered  most  by  reason  of 
the  financial  crash  in  the  early  nineties? 
Then  you  saw  the  parson,  who  had  put  his 
few  savings  into  a  bank  or  building  society, 
the  widow,  and  the  fatherless  child,  re- 
duced to  penury.  It  is  the  most  provident 
in  the  community  who  have  invested  their 
money  in  the  shares  of  banks  and  kindred 
instituticMis.  The  investments  are  often 
small  in  themselves,  though  in  the  aggre- 
gate of  vast  proportions.  Should  the  large 
landed  estates  be  confiscated,  these  persons 
would  be  ruined;  but  the  policy  of  the 
Labour  party  is  to  burst  up  the  large  estates. 
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To  those  who  do  not  think,  it  says,  "  The 
tax  will  not  hurt  you,  because  every  estate 
worth  less  than  ;^S»oco  will  be  exempt 
from  taxation."  Having  bufst  «p  and  <^n- 
fiscated  the  large  estates,  the  party  will  say, 
"  We  are  in  favour  of  the  nationalization  of 
monopolies."  A  day  or  two  ago  there  was 
tabled  in  the  other  House  a  motion  for  the 
introduction  of  a  Bill  for  the  nationaliza- 
tion of  land  and  all  monopolies.  That  dis- 
poses of  the  ^S.ooo  exemption.  The  scheme 
of  the  party  will  never  accomplish  what 
is  aimed  at.  The  honorable  member  for 
Boothby  has  shown  that  the  people  of  South 
Australia,  the  most  dennocratic  community 
in  the  Commonwealth,  have  refused  to  agree 
to  progressive  land  taxation. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — No.  I  said  that  the 
people's  representatives  have  agreed  to  pro- 
gresinve  land  taxaticm  year  after  year. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— But  the  honor- 
able member  added  that  the  Upper  House 
has  refused  to  pass  such  a  measure.  He 
also  stated  that  there  is  a  property  qualifi- 
cation in  connexion  with  the  franchise  for 
that  body.  What  is  that  qualification?  Is 
it  higher  than  a  rental  of  4s.  per  week  ? 

Mr.  Batchelor. — ^Yes,  certainly.  More 
than  twice  as  high. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— What  is  it? 

The  CHAIRMAN.— The  honorable 
member  may  not  discuss  that  question. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— Can  it  be  said 
that  those  who  pay  7s.  or  res.  a  week  rent 
are  persons  of  great  affluence  ?  South 
Australia  has  always  had  one  man 
one  vote.  The  State  enjoyed  that 
franchise  long  before  the  Labour  partv 
existed,  although  the  members  of  the 
party  are  continually  taking  credit 
for  this  and  other  reforms.  But  the  Parlia- 
ment 6f  the  State  has  not  imposed  progres- 
sive land  taxaticMi,  not  because  the  Upper 
House  represents  only  men  of  property,  but 
because  the  needy  wage-earners  will  not  vote 
for  it.  They  are  honest.  They  do  not 
desire  to  confiscate  the  property  of  other 
deserving  persons.  The  reason  why  the 
Labour  party  will  never  be  able  to  carry 
such  taxation  in  Australia  is  that  the  pro- 
posal is  unjust,  and  amounts  to  robbery. 
I  decline  to  believe  that  the  working  com- 
munity is  a  community  of  robbers. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — The  majority  of  the 
population  of  South  Australia  has  declared 
for  progressive  land  taxation. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— The  honorable 
gentleman  stated  that  we  must  provide  land 
for  immigrants.  That  is  ncmsense.  Those 
who  have  made  Australia  what  it  is  came 


here  with  no  other  inducement  than  a  free 
passage. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — They  had  the  oppor- 
tunity to  get  land  when  they  arrived. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— When  they 
reached  Australia  they  had  to  acquire  a 
knowledge  of  its  climate  and  conditions, 
which  differ  greatly  from  those  of  Europe. 
Then  they  took  up  land,  learned  how  to 
put  it  to  the  best  advantage,  and  became 
the  present  moneyed  class.  It  is  the  hardy 
men  of  enterprise  and  grit  who  have  made 
Australia  what  it  is.  The  wealthy  did  riot 
come  out  liere ;  <Mir  wealth  was  created 
by  the  men  of  intellect,  of  strong 
will,  and  firm  muscle.  These  men  have 
made  the  country  worth  ;£i  ,000,000,000. 
It  is  not  merely  the  wage-earners  who  have 
built  up  the  country's  prosperity.  That  i& 
due  to  the  efforts  of  the  men  of  intellect,  of 
genius,  and  of  invention,  as  well  as  to  the 
workers.  Each  has  done  his  part.  Why 
should  these  men  be  robbed  of  what  they 
have  earned  ?  Honorable  members  talk 
about  unearned  increment ;  it  is  those  who 
have  amassed  wealth  in  the  cities  who  ought 
to  be  taxed.  It  is  they  who  enjoy  the  un- 
earned increment  created  by  the  enterprise 
of  the  thousands  in  the  country,  who  have 
opened  up  our  lands  and  made  us  a  commer- 
cial nation.  Those  in  the  dty  have  growi> 
rich,  but,  under  the  Labour  party's  pro- 
posal, they  will  go  free. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — Ctertainly  not  There 
are  not  many  holdings  in  Melbourne  which 
are  worth  less  than  ;i^S,ooo. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— I  have  forced 
an  admission  from  the  honorable  member.* 
There  would  not  be  an  exemption  under 
the  proposal  of  the  Labour  party, 
because  it  stands  for  the  nationalixa- 
tion  of  monopolies,  and  holds  that 
the  ownership  of  lands  is  a  roonc^x>ly,. 
and  the  greatest  of  sins.  The  poli^- 
of  the  Labour  party  is  a  policy  of 
humbug,  an  appeal  to  the  prejudices  of  the 
masses,  and  to  the  small  farmers  whose 
holdings  are  not  worth  ;^5,ooo.  South  Aus- 
tralia has  given  an  excellent  example.  She 
has  a  very  small  exemption. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — She  has  not  anv. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— That  State  is 
the  freest  of  all.  I  took  some  part  in  bring- 
ing about  the  imposition  of  its  land  tax. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — And  yet  the  honorable 
member  does  not  remember  its  conditions! 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— I  am  speaking 
of  a  long  while  ago.  A  progrefsiw  land 
tax  used  to  be  talked  of  tf^^fcoit^t^  pro- 
posal was  scouteas'''^A^VaFMg^  faU- 
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The  greatest  land  refontiers  have  always 
regarded  it  as  fatal  to  prosperity.  The 
Labour  party  is  bound  to  fail,  because  it 
appeals  to  the  prejudices  of  the  masses, 
vho  are  supposed  not  to  know  what  is  meant 
by  it,  and  because  it  makes  a  class  appeal 
to  the  poOT  against  the  rich.  The  surprise 
is  that  spirited  and  high- principled  men 
can  be  found  willing  to  ally  themselves  with 
a  party  possessing  such  a  policy.  The  pro- 
posal before  us  is  the  voting  of  money  to 
be  spent  in  encouraging  immigration  to  Aus- 
tralia. We  should '  do  our  best  to  indues 
people  to  come  here.  We  need  [K>pulati<Hi. 
One  leans  upcm  another,  and  if  the  country 
prospers  all  must  prosp^ .  Those  who  c<»ne 
here  will  create  additional  wealth,  and  the 
extenacMi  of  our  Gommercs  will  benefit  every 
member  of  the  community,  and  every  insti- 
tution in  it.  It  is  matter  for  regret  that  the 
Government  proposes  to  spend  so  little  in 
inducing  immigration.  I  hope  that  at  no 
distant  period  a  very  large  sum  will  be 
placed  upon  the  Estimates  to  attract  a  con- 
tinuous and  large  inflow  of  population.  The 
cx-leader  of  the  Labour  party  spoke  scmie 
time  ago  at  the  inaugural  meeting  of  the 
Immigration  League  of  Australia,  of  which 
the  Daily  Telegraph  of  i6th  October, 
1905,  gave  the  following  report — 

The  inaugursl  meeting  of  the  Immtgration 
League  of  Australia  on  Saturday  evening  in 
the  Lyceum  Theatre  was  a  pronounced  success 
in  every  way.  ,  .  The  chair  was  occupied 
by  Dr.  Arthur.  The  gathering  was  a  non-party 
character,  all  shades  of  political  thought  being 
represented.  Dr.  Arthur  said — "  To  keep  Aus- 
tralia white  they  must  invite  immigrants  to 
come  here,  and  inducements  should  be  offered. 
The  object  of  the  League  was  to  agitate  and 
educate.  .  .  They  welcomed  Mr.  Deakin. 
They  also  welcomed  Mr.  Watson,  whose 
presence  sliowed  that  the  workers  were  in  favour 
of  the  movement." 

Here  are  a  few  extracts  from  a  report  of 
a  speech  then  made  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  South  Sydney — 

Mr.  Watson  explained  that  he  accepted  the 
invitation  to  be  present  at  tlie  gathering  on 
the  clear  understanding  that  they  were  not  to 
commit  themselves  as  to  the  details  of  what 
the  League  was  aiming  to  bring  about. 

We  should  remember  that  honorable  mem- 
bers on  this^ide  of  the  House  are  not  com- 
mitted any  more  than  are  the  Labour  party 
to  the  details  of  Dr.  Arthur's  scheme — 

He  came  with  the  clear  convictioa,  however, 
that  something  of  a  tangible  nature  had  to  be 
done  to  (ill  their  countrv  with  people. 
There  could  be  no  doubt  in  tlie  mind  of  any 
reasonable  man  or  woman  as  to  the  desirability 
•of  immigration.  They  had  seen  what  Capada 
was  doing  in  this  regard,  and  that  she  was 
building  up  a  prosperity  greater  and  greater 


every  year  ...  It  was  not  correct  to  say 
that  in  Australia  they  had  nothing  to  offer 
immigrants.  ...  He  was  not  one  of  those 
who  insisted  that  before  a  man  lamid  land  hen 
he  must  have  a  large  amount  of  capital.  .  .  . 
In  conclusion,  he  hoped  the  League  would 
have  a  successful  future.  He  beRcved  that 
in  directing  attention  to  the  necessities  that 
existed  in  this  direction,  the  League  would  be 
doing  a  great  and  patriotic  work. 

Mr.  Hall.— Why  does  not  the  honOTable 
member  read  what  the  h(XK»ubIe  member 
f<x  South  Sydney  said  at  that  meeting  in 
regard  to  a  land  tax? 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— I  shall  have 
something  to  say  about  that.  It  will  be 
seen  from  the  quotation  I  have  made  that 
the  honorable  member  for~'South  Sydney 
was  in  favour  of  immigration,  although  he 
would  not  commit  himself  any  more  than 
we,  who  claim  to  be  in  favour  of  it,  would 
to  the  details  of  the  scheme  that  might  be 
put  fOTward  by  Dr.  Arthur.  The  hwiorable 
member  for  Adelaide  stated  this  afternoon 
that  Dr.  Arthur  had  induced  people  to  come 
here  frcwn  other  lands  by  telling  them  that 
Western  Australia  was  a  land  of  sunshine, 
and  that  miners  were  needed  in  Xew  South 
Wales.  I  do  not  know  that  there  is  mudi 
cause  for  complaint  in  regard  to  such  a 
statement.  Miners  may  or  may  not  be  out 
of  employment,  but  whether  they  are  or 
are  not,  that  is  no  reas(»i  why  we  should 
not  eixxnirage  suitable  immigrants  to  come 
to  Australia.  Then,  again,  no  one  can  say 
that  the  statement  that  Western  Australia 
is  a  land  of  sunshine  is  incorrect.  The 
same  remark  may  be  applied  to  all  parts 
of  Australia.  The  honorable  member,  in 
referring  to  a  speech  made  by  a  Mr.  E. 
Smith  at  an  Inter-State  Conference,  said 
that  that  gentleman  declared  that  we  must 
have  population ;  that  we  were  importing 
machinery  ;  that  we  must  have  labour ;  and, 
I  think,  that  "  it  must  be  white  and  black." 
I  then  made  an  interjection  which  caused 
the  honorable  member  to  think  that  I 
favour  black  labour.  Let  me  say  that  I 
have  always  voted  for  the  poHcv  of  a  White 
Australia,  and  am  still  in  favour  of  it. 
Under  the  high  Tariff  now  in  force,  new 
machinery  may  be  imported  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  industries,  and  it  may  be  neces- 
sary to  introduce  skilled  labour  in  con- 
nexion with  that  machinery.  Mr.  Smith 
probablv  had  that  in  mind  when  he  said 
that  we  must  have  labour,  because  the  in- 
troduction of  skilled  labour  is  sometimes 
absolutely  necessary  in  establishing  new  in- 
dustries. I  know  of  tf^lWJS/if^stry  in 
Sydney  in  coniM? '^ViflP Wg^  skilled 
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labour  had  to  be  imported.  The  statement 
ha^  lieen  made  dmring  the  debate  that  Dr. 
Arthur  advised  the  Adelaide  Oiamber  of 
Cotmnerce  that  it  was  good  business  and  a 
patriotic  movement  to  advertise  for  immi- 
grants. It  would  be  unreasonable  to  dis- 
agree with  that  statement.  We  cannot  do 
better  than  advertise  Australia  and  encour- 
age people  to  cwne  here.  To  say  that 
those  who  come  here  are  unable  to  find 
employment  is  not  to  state  the  case  fairly. 

Mr.  Hall. — I  am.  prepared,  in  fifteen 
minutes,  to  produre  a  new  arrival  who 
cannot  find  employment. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— I  have  no 
doubt  that  a  dozen  men  could  be  found  who 
haw  come  here  <mly  to  be  disappointed.  I 
have  made  inquiries,  however,  at  the  N'ew 
South  Wales  Intelligence  Bureau,  which 
encourages  immigration,  and  know  'that 
every  intended  immigrant  to  New  South 
Wales  must  first  be  approved  by  the  Agent- 
General,  and  that  very  careful  supervision 
is  exercised.  I  have  frequently  rung  up  the 
Department  to  inquire  if  there  wre  any 
men  awaiting  employmrat,  and  haie  almost 
as  frequently  b«n  told  that  none  were 
available.  The  honorable  member  for  Darl- 
ing said  that  girls  coming  to  Australia  were 
badlv  treated,  but  I  have  been  told  by  the 
head  of  the  Intelligence  Department  in 
Sydney  that  they  find  employment  almost 
immediately  after  their  arrival.  I  have  not 
yet  heard  of  a  new  arrival  being  stranded 
in  Sydney,  or  unable  to  find  employment. 
I  have  employed  some  immigrants,  and 
know  that  it  takes  them  some  time  to  be- 
come accust(xned  to  Australian  conditions. 
They  are  excellent  men,  and  are  just  as 
anxious  to  secure  high  wages  as  is  anv  Aus- 
tralian. Indeed.  I  think,  that  thev  are  in- 
duced by  statements  made  on  board  ship  on 
the  way  out  to  entertain  an  exaggerated  idea 
as  to  what  are  the  standard  wages  in  this 
country.  I  do  not  think  that  any  one  can 
point  to  a  case  where  a  man  who.  on  ar- 
rival here  had  enough  monev  to  sustain 
him  for  a  week,  was  prepared  to  work  for 
les.s  than  the  current  rates  of  wages.  Im- 
migration ought  to  be  encouraged  by  the 
Labour  party.  They  will  lose  nothing.'  even 
in  the^  matter  of  their  party  organization, 
by  doing  so.  since  newcomers  are  just  as 
keenly  alive  to  labour  interests  as  are  any 
Australian  workers.  I  hope  that  the  Go'- 
wmment  will  continue  to  advertise  our  re- 
sources with  a  view  of  attracting  suitable 
immigrants. 

Mr.  KING  O'AL^LLEY  (Darwin) 
!!9-47]— I  have  listened  attentively  to  the 


speech  made  by  the  honorable  member  for* 
Robertson,  who  seons  to  hold  that  the 
original  pre-emptors  of  Australian  scnl 
created  this  Continrat.  One  would  gather 
from  his  remarks  that  the  Almighty  had' 
nothing  to  do  with  its  creation,  and  that  it 
owes  its  existence  to  the  boodleiers  of  this 
country.  He  se«ns  to  forget  that  Austra-  . 
lia  has  borrowed  ;^25o, 000,000,  and  that 
that  immense  sum  has  been  expended  on 
railways,  bridges,  roads,  and  other  works, 
as  well  as  upon  public  buildings,  that  have 
tended  to  create  an  unearned  increment  in> 
the  property  of  those  who  first  took 
up  the  soil  of  Australia.  And  yet 
the  honorable  member  says  that  it 
means  OMifiscation  to  exempt  ;£s,ooo 
of  unimproved  land  valuM.  I  do 
not  think  he  understands  the  question.  If 
he  did,  he  would  recognise  that  the  present 
system  of  taxing  improvwnents  is  equivalent 
to  highway  robbery.  The  moment  a  man 
spends  vast  sums  of  money  on  improve- 
ments— the  moment  he  gets  his  property  into 
a  high  state  of  productivity — a  valuer  comes 
along,  and  up  goes  the  assessment  of  his 
property  for  taxation  purposes.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  man  next  door,  who  keeps 
his  property-  in  such  a  state  that  it  is  fit 
only  for  dog  kennels  or  pigsties,  is  exempt 
from  taxation.  Is  the  honorable  member 
for  Robertson  aware  that  a  man  raav  have 
jCS.ooo  of  unimproved  land  values,  and 
still  have  ^^20,000  worth  of  impro^-eroents 
on  which  no  taxation  would  be  imposed 
under  our  scheme? 

Mr  Tudor. — I  beg  to  call  attenticHi  to 
the  state  of  the  Committee.  [Quorum 
formed.] 

^  Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.— I  have  no  de- 
are  to  cast  any  reflection  on  the  Minister 
of  Defence,  but,  judging  from  the  quotation 
made  to-night  from  the  speech  delivered  by 
him,  we  are  in  a  perilous  position. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber's property  is  quite  safe. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.— I  am  glad  to 
have  that  assurance.  But  what  guarantee 
have  we  that  the  Minister,  now  that  he  has 
the  army  'behind  him,  may  not  take  posses- 
sion of  all  the  property  of  all  the  boodleier» 
of  Australia?  As  to  the  item  immediately 
under  consideration,  I  would  ask  whv 
we  advertise  to  brinp  people  to  Australia 
when  we  have  no  land  and  no  situations  to 
offer  them?  Does  it  not  seem  that  in  doing 
so  we  are  securing  immigration  imder  false 
pretences?  Everv  healthy  immigrant,  ac- 
cording to  American  actuaries,  adds 
to    the    wealth    of    this   courith-  £20 
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rthe  day  he  lands  as  a  factor  of  pro- 
duction and  consumption,  and  is  worth 
^80  a  yeai  to  the  State.  But  is  it  fair  or 
honest  to  l^g  th«e  people  to  Australia 
when  we  know  it  is  impossible  for  the  Aus- 
.tralians  themselves  to  get  cme  foot  of  land 
unless  they  pay  four  times  what  it  is 
worth  ?  We  should  look  at  this  question  as 
business  men.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  the  fol- 
lowers of  the  Ministry  are  financial  dream- 
ers— Utopian  boodleiers.  The  idea  of  men  in 
this  great  country  wanting  to  bring  people 
.here,  when  thousands  of  those  already 
here  are  out  of  work,  when  thare  are  thou- 
sands of  applicants  for  every  block  of  land 
-c^ered,  and  wbea  a  few  men  own  a  large 
section  of  this  State!  Your  public  men 
are  afraid  to  tackle  the  question,  and  yet 
you  call  your  people  courageous.  No  man, 
whatever  his  wealth,  position,  or  ability, 
should  stand  in  the  way  of  the  State.  We 
want  defenc^.  Honorable  members  say 
we  must  be  prepared  to  defend  ourselves 
from  an  expected  onslaught  by  some 
iordgn  nation.  We  are  talking  about  buy- 
ing giuis,  about  a  navy,  and  about  drill. 
yfhy,  it  is  on  the  nerves  of  the  people  of 
itUs  country.  We  are  talking  aboat  build- 
ing Dreadnoughts.  You  are  fri^tened  of 
-Germany.  You  say,  "  Some  day  we  will 
have  to  fight  her."  Why  not  fight  her 
now,  if  you  will  have  to  fight?  Do  not  wait 
.until  the  other  fellow  is  ready,  if  a  fight  is 
inevitable,  but  fight  when  you  are  ready. 
What  sort  of  advertising  do  you  do  here? 
A  lot  of  money  is  spent  (»i  it.  I  see  from 
the  Estimates  that  something  is  always 
going  out ;  but  I  never  see  anytfiing  cnning 
in  for  it.  You  have  not  the  first  ideas  of 
how  to  advertise  in  this  oountry.  You  do 
not  know  you  are  alive  on  the  questicui. 
V/ho  will  read  your  big  articles  in  news- 
papers ? 

Mr.  Hum  Cook. — ^The  Clarion,  for  in- 
stance. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.—The  Clarion 
is  a  good  paper,  with  a  good  man  at  the 
head  of  it,  and  he  is  an  Australian.  What 
do  you  want  to  advertise  when  you  have  no 
place  for  immigrants  u>  go  to?  Qmsden- 
tiously,  I  ask  honc»al>le  members  on  the 
Government  side,  "Do  you  want  fifty 
starving  men  looking  for  one  job?"  The 
two  great  antagonistic  forces  in  this  world 
are  the  power  of  capital,  without  a  soul 
lo  be  damned  or  a  body  to  be  kicked ;  and 
on  the  other  side  the  power  of  labour.  But 
those  two  forces  have  a  common  interest. 
In  America  they  used  to  took  upon  labour  as 
a  raw  commodity,  to  be  bought  in  the  open 


market,  just  as  they  would  buy  raw  mate- 
rial and  transform  it  into  the  finished 
product.  That  is  the  line  that  the  people 
in  Australia  are  gcnng  on  to-day.  I  heard 
Dr.  Agnew,  at  CoUingwood,'  state  the 
other  ni^t  that  65,000  diildren  had  died 
in  Australia  during  the  last  nine  years.  If 
the  wise  and  able  men  of  this  country  had 
attempted  to  build  foundling  homes  where 
those  children  could  have  been  put  out  to 
be  looked  after,  as  is  done  in  Canada  and 
the  United  States,  you  could  have  increased 
your  population  with  your  own  people,  in- 
stead of  having  them  planted  in  baby 
farms  all  over  Australia,  and  losing  a  great 
prop(»tion  of  them.  Australia  has  gone 
in  for  a  great  borrowing  system.  If 
you  do  not  devise  some  proper  sdbeme  of 
finance,  whereby  the  States  and  Common- 
wealth will  co-operate,  your  public  debt  in 
forty-four  years,  at  the  rate  at  which  vou 
are  borrowing  now,  will  amount  to 
;^5oo,ooo,6oo,  and  the  interest  bill  will 
be  nearer  ^£20,000,000  aimually  than  the 
j£8, 500,000  at  which  it  stands  to-day.  The 
other  day  the  Financial  Times  stated  that 
New  South  Wales  has  worn  out  her  wel- 
come  on  the  London  market  A  few  days 
after  New  South  Wales  had  floated  her 
loan,  and  got  ^94  16s.  or  ^95  net— that 
is,  paying  on  every  million  JtS^j^oo  of  a 
loss  below  par,  on  which  the  people  of 
Australia  must  pay  interest — the  London 
County  Council  went  on  to  the  London 
market  and  floated  ^^i, 000,000  at  £102 
net,  or  ^£20,000  above  par.  Therefcxe, 
the  difference  between  a  New  South  Wales 
loan  and  a  London  County  Council  loan  at 
the  same  rate  of  interest,  and  for  the  same 
currency  of  time,  was  j£7o,ooo  odd  in  a 
millicm.  You  call  youradves  financiers, 
when  on  _;^2, 000,000  you  pay  ;£i4o,ooo 
more  in  a  loss  of  capital  on  which  you  must 
pay  per  cent,  interest  for  all  time  and 
eternity,  because  I  do  not  think  you  ever 
expect  to  pay  your  debts.  I  never  hear 
anybody  talk  about  paying  off.  I  hear 
every  one  talking  about  further  borrowing. 
That  is  because  Australia  does  not  bother 
about  anything  but  political  financiers.  A 
political  financier  is  a  man  who  has  about 
3  per  cent,  of  superficial  knowledge  and 
97  per  cent,  of  dense  financial  ignorance. 
I  want  to  compare  this  country  with  the 
United  States.  The  debt  of  the  United 
States  to-day  is  only  ^£2 00,000,00c,  al- 
though they  owed  inearly  j^8oo,odo,ooo 
when  the  war  clewed.  .There  is 
;£32o,ooo,ooo  DipiEedipidi QlOQte  United 
States.  ^ 
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Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^The  bu^ness  befwe 
the  Chamber  is  the  vote  for  advertising  the 
resources  of  the  CcMnmcMiwealth,  and  I  sub- 
mit- that  it  is  not  in  order,  under  that  head- 
ing, to  discuss  the  whole  range  of  natiwial 
finance,  and  almost  everything  else  under 
the  sun,  as  has  been  the  case  for  the  past 
two  or  three  hours. 

The  TEMPORARY  CHAIRMAN  (Mr. 
Johnson).  —  The  Chairman  of_  Com- 
mittees allowed  a  very  wide  scope  in  other 
directKxis,  aiu}  so  far  I  have  been  unable 
to  see  that  the  honorable  member  is  out 
of  order. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.-^The  United 
States  could  close  up  the  national  banking 
system,  pay  off  the  zoo, 000,000,  and  be 
absolutely  jree.  Yet  since  the  war  of  1863 
they  have  never  had.  a  political  Treasurer. 
Their  Treasurers  have  all  been  trained 
men.  We  have  able  financiers  in  this  House, 
siich  as  the  honorable  member  for  Flinders, 
the  bcxiorable  member  for  Merncla,  and  the 
honorable  member  for  Balaclava;  but  you 
never  see  those  men  holding  the  Treasurer- 
ship  in  Australia.  We  shcHild  not  waste  a 
penny  in  advertising  to  bring  immigrants 
to  Australia  until  we  make  such  arrange- 
ments that  we  can  put  the  men  to  work 
and  provide  positions  for  the  women.  In 
Canada  immigrants  are  given  land  and 
means  of  transportation.  There  are  agents 
to  meet  them  in  Montreal  and  Quebec,  and 
the  people  are  taken  right  to  Manitoba,  in 
the  north-west.  Homes  are  given  to  them, 
and  thev  are  helped  in  every  pc»sible  way. 

Mr.  kELLY.— -Only  <xie  immigrant  in"  ten 
takes  UD  land  in  Canada. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.— I  think  the 
honorable  nwmber  is  greatly  mistaken. 
Over  59,000  Americans  have  left  the  Not- 
West  territory  of  the  United  ^ates  during 
the  last  year  or  two,  and  taken  up  land  in 
Canada.  I  know  this  to  be  a  fact,  because 
I  owned  property  in  Western  America  my- 
self, and  property  has  been  sold  there  at 
high  prices.  People  are  taking  millions  of 
United  States  mwiey  into  Canada  because 
the*  Canadian  Government  offer  induce- 
ments. Years  ago,  I  said  that  we  ought 
not  to  spend  millions  in  keeping  up  our  tin- 
pot  military  system,  but  ought  to  bring 
people  out  to  this  country  to  buy  the  land. 
I  have  no  desire  to  confiscate  land,  though 
I  do  not  wish  to  see  millions  of  acres  locked 
up  for  a  few  sheep.  What  would  my 
imiitar\'  friends  on  the  Ministerial  side  say 
if,  in  the  face  of  a  Japanese  army,  we  sent 
out,  say,  a  General  Gordon  at  the  head  of 
~  flock  of  sheep?    Yet  that  is  what  hon- 


orable members  opposite  picture  as  the 
building  up  of  a  naticm — a  nation  of  sheep, 

billygoats,  and  bandicoots.  It  is  only  a 
dispensation  of  Divine  Providence  that  will 
induce  this  House  to  listen  to,  or  study, 
finance ;  one  has  only  to  make  a  financial 
speech  to  clear  everybody  out. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — "The  honorable  mem. 
ber  has  the  best  audience  of  the  night ! 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.— Yes ;  I  got 
an  audience  after  the  bells  were  rung.  I 
have  no  ill  feeling  against  the  Goremment ; 
indeed,  I  desire  to  congratulate  the  Minister 
of  Home  Affairs,  and  the  Minister  of  De- 
fence, as  two  of  the  grandest  fighters  who 
ever  sat  in  this  House.  I  used  to  watch 
the  latter  in  amazement  hammering  away 
morning,  noon,  and  night. 

Dr.  Malonev. — Right  or  wrong,  always  1 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.— Right  or 
wrong,  he  was  in  opposition.  In  my 
opinion,  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when 
we  shall  have  elective  Ministries,  and  dO' 
our  business  in  about  three  mcHiths.  I  was 
present  at  the  Collingwood  City  Council 
meeting  the  other  night,  and  they  did  more- 
business  in  one  evening  than  we  do  in  a 
week.  We  should  elect  our  Ministers  just 
as  we  do  our  Speaker ;  and  then  we  should 
be  able  to  perform  our  legislative  duties,, 
and  be  free  to  attend  to  our  private  busi- 
ness. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  do  not  bear 
many  cheers  on  the  Opposition  side  ! 

Mr,  KING  O'MALLEY.— One  beauty 
of  the  Labour  party  is  that  every  member 
is  free  to  express  his  private  opinion.  This- 
fusioti  of  parties  is  antiquated,  and,  like  a 
submarine,  is  a  sinker ;  and,  with  elective 
Ministries,  all  tftis  fight  as  to  who  should 
sit  on  the  Treasury  bench  would  be  done 
awav  with. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Order !  That  has- 
nothing  to  do  with  the  question  before 
us. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.— Quite  so; 
but  the  beauty  of  Parliament  is  that  nothing 
you  ever  talk  about  has  anything  to  da 
with  the  business. 

Mr.  KELLY  (Wentworth)  [10.16].— The- 
honorable  member  for  Boothby,  referring 
to  some  remarks  I  made  early  in  the  debate, 
appeared  to  have  gathered  the  imfwession 
that  I  made  an  attack  on  the  literary 
value  of  a  publication  which  his  Government 
h.ifl ,  IxM'.ght  at  a  certain  price  for 
<listribution  in  Europe.  I  did  nothing 
of  the  kind ;  I  had  not  at  that  time  seen  the 
article,  and  all  I  Qittiidtfef^w^d^tlfit^actice' 
of  giving  contracts  without  catling  for 
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tenders  to  prominent  political  journalists 
*'to  advertise  Australia."  The  statement 
I  made  was  that  some  7,000  copies  of  this 
piUjlicatioi  had  been  bought  at  a  cost  of 
.some  £S0  more  than  the  price  shown  on 
the  front  page  justified. 

Mr.  Fowler. — If  a  quantity  be  bought, 
tliere  should  be  wholesale  rates. 

Mr.  KELLY.— Quite  so;  but,  ap- 
parwitly,  the  late  Government  paid  at  a 
higher  rate  for  7,000  copies  than  the  aver- 
age man  would  pay  for  a  single  copy  retail. 

Mr.  Hall. — Was  the  number  not  printed 
in  three  languages? 

Mr.  KELLY.— Yes;  and  I  thinlc  a 
wiapper  was  supplied  with  each  copy! 
The  point  I  make  is  that  the  honorable 
member  for  Boothby  told  us  that  the  ob- 
ject of  the  publication  was,  not  to  attract 
immigration  from  the  various  foreign  coun- 
tries mentioned,  but  to  encourage  trade 
with  those  countries. 

Mr.  Frazek.— Did  the  honorable  mem- 
ber say  that? 

Mr.  KELLY.— He  certainly  did,  I 
asked  the  honorable  member,  by  way  of 
interjection,  whether  he  wished  to  encourage 
immigratim  from  Germany,  Italy,  and 
France. 

Mr.  FsAZER. — And  did  he  not  reply 
that  there  were  other  objects  in  view? 

Mr.  KELLY.— The  honorable  member 
said  that  there  were  other  objects  in  circu- 
lating papers  of  the  kind,  and  one  was  the 
advancement  of  trade.  Now,  I  find  in  that 
publication  the  following: — 

Yet,  for  all  this  industrial  legislation,  and 
the  fine  reforms  it  promises,  Australia's  great 
want  is  men  of  small  capital  to  embark  in 
rural  occupation,  and  small  farmers  for  the 
land.  But  to  all  decent  white  men  and  women. 
Australia  holds  out  the  hand  of  welcome, 
offering  the  freest  of  citizenship  to-day,  and 
the  promise  of  partnership  in  the  most  pros- 
perous and  the  happiest  nation  of  the  earth. 

if  that  is  not  asking  fcM:  immigration,  I  do 
not  know  what  is. 

Mr.  Frazer. — Does  the  honorable  mem- 
ber take  any  excepti(Hi  to  it  ? 

%fr.  KELLY. — No;  I  cordially  agree 
with  the  sentiments  expressed. 

Mr.  Matrkws. — It  does  not  mean  5s. 
a  week  t 

Mr.  KELLY. — I  agree  with  the  honor- 
able member  in  repudiating  the  pafficular 
type  of  appeal  for  which  Dr.  Arthur  is  re- 
sponsible ;  and  ance  the  publication  of  that 
appeal,  I  have  had  nothing  to  do  with  that 
gentleman's  arrangements.  But  did  the 
Labour  party  not  publish  of  Australia  any* 
thing  not  absolutely  true? 


Mi.  Mathews. — I  thuik  not. 

Mr.  KELLY.— The  Labour  party  would 
not  circulate  in  Europe  false  informaticm 
about  Australia.  Well,  this  is  what  th^ 
published  in  this  number — 

The  richest  man,  and  the  freest  man — almost, 
certainly,  the  most  self-reliant  and  the  most 
leisured  man  in  the  world — that  is  the  Aus- 
tralian; the  last  of  the  great  continents;  the 
country  where  vested  interests  have  strangled 
equality  of  opportunity  least,  where  class  privi- 
lege cannot  live,  and  where  every  adult  of  ai 
enjoys  a  vole,  and  all  the  self-government  a 
vote  implies — that  is  Australia. 

The  lands  owned  by  the  State  are  of  tre- 
mendous area;  the  public  debt  is  mostly  repre* 
sented  by  railways  and  other  public  works. 
All  such  means  of  transport  are  State-owned, 
and  there  is  no  juggernaut  of  private  owner- 
ship to  crush  the  farmer,  who,  10  other  coun- 
tries, has  found  that  the  man  who  owns  a 
railway  practically  owns  the  country  through 
which  the  railway  runs. 

This  is  a  publicaticxi  absolutely  brought 
into  life  by  the  Government  of  which  the 
honorable  member  fen:  Melbourne  Ports  was 
a  suppwter. 

Mr.  Mathews. — It  must  not  be  for- 
gotten that  there  was  a  land  tax  behind  all 
this. 

Mr.  KELLY. — I  have  not  had  time 
to  read  every  line  of  the  publication ; 
but  I  do  not  think  there  is  a  word 
there  about  a  land  tax ;  the  article 
speaks  of  thirds  as  they  are,  and 
not  as  we  may  hope  them  to  be.  It  is 
stated  most  clearly  that  the  lands  owned 
by  the  States  are  of  tremendous  area.  Is 
that  couleur  de  rose  or  a  statement  of  fact? 
If  it  is  couleur  de  rose,  why  have  the 
Labour  Government  paid  for  it,  to  the  large 
I»-ofit  of  the  people  who  have  produced  it  ? 
Honorable  friends  opposite  address  th«n- 
selves  to  these  questions  as  if  they  were 
opponents  in  the  House  to  the  closer  settle- 
ment of  the  lands.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
the  only  difference  between  us  ts  one  of 
method.  Honorable  members  on  this  side 
of  the  House — Democrats  on  this  side  of 
the  House — are  not  those  who  are  rapidly 
getting  rich  by  advocating  the  aboliticoi  of 
wealth,  but  they  are  none  the  less  Demo- 
crats. We  believe  that  the  States  which, 
imder  our  Constitution,  are  intrusted  with 
the  lands  of  Australia,  should  be  intrusted 
also  with  the  taxation  of  those  lands,  and 
the  land  policv  generally. 

Mr.  Mathews. — With  Upper  Houses  ! 

Mr.  KELLY. — Does  the  honorable  mem 
her  not  know  that  the  Constitutions  of  the 
States  have  been  altered  again  and  again; 
and.  if  the  people  of^the  various  States 
wish  to  have  gra^uate^  Uati^QranStn  or  anv 
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Wher  land  policy,  they  will  be  able  to 
manage  the  business  very  mucB  better  than 
could  the  honorable  member  who  lives  in 
OIK-  of  Australia's  largest  towns,  and  pro- 
bably knows  little  enough  of  such  matters. 

Mt.  CARR  (Macquarie)  [10.23].— We 
xire  all  agreed  that  Australia,  naxe  than 
any  other  country  in  the  world,  n^ds  im- 
migration. .We  are.  cxie  of  the  white  out- 
posts,  and  no  other  country  is  more  required 
10  be  self-contained  and  self-supporting. 
At  the  same  time,  I  am  opposed  to  intro- 
ducing immigrants  until  we  have  prepared 
the  way  for  them.  It  is  simply  wasting 
money,  unless  the  Government  give  some 
undertaking  or  definite  promise  as  to  mak- 
ing room  for  the  newcomers;  and,  in  the 
alMence  of  any  such  promise  or  undertak- 
ing, I  shall  certainly  oppose  any  vote  of 
the  kind.  My.  personal  experience  of  im- 
migrants, who  have  lately  been  introduced, 
has  not  been  satisfactory.  T  have  been 
appealed  to  again  and  again  by  those  who 
have  been  brought  here  under  delidiw 
promises  and  inducements  held  out  from 
one  source  and  another,  and  now  find  them- 
selves absolutely  stranded.  This  is  a  most 
undesirable  state  of  affairs ;  and,  so  far 
as  my  intelligence  guides  me,  the  argu- 
ments advanced  against  the  land  tax,  which 
presents  the  only  method  of  introducing  a 
sturdy  yeomanry,  are  fallacious.  We  are 
told  that  the  land  tax  is  inequitable,  be- 
cause it  malrcs  no  exnnption.  That  argu- 
ment is  used  even  by  those  who,  at  heart, 
.^re  opposed  to  a  land  tax  of  any  sent. 
I  oin  prepared  to  admit  that,  ethically. 
tiiHie  should  be  no  exemption  from  a  land 
t,ix.  the  values  that  are  aimed  at  being 
tliose  lielonging  to  the  people.  One  does 
not  need  to  be  a  deep  thinker,  or  a  learned 
ccoiiomi.st,  to  recognise  that  the  constantly 
increasing  value  of  land  is  the  result  of 
public  expenditure  and  effort.  Many  hon- 
orable members  have  been  taught  in  that 
.«ichool  of  political  thought.  They  will 
therefore  admit  that  unearned  increment  is 
a  legitimate  mark  for  taxation.  We  ask 
the  landholders  to  return  to  the  people  the 
lalue  which  the  people  have  conferred  on 
their  land.  That  is  a  fair  and  reasonable 
request,  and  those  who  own  land  should  be 
<  nlv  too  pleased  to  pay  such  a  nominal 
charge.  But  the  position  of  affairs  in  Aus- 
tralia is  such  that  we  need,  not  merely  a 
tax  on  unearned  increment,  but  a  tax  which 
win  Im^  so  heav\'  as  to  make  it  impossible 
to  Iiold  lar^'e  areas  of  arable  land  without 
putting  them  to  the  fullest  cultivation.  To 
bring  aL)Out  th^  full  use  of  land.  I  am  pre- 


pared to  vote  for  a  tax  of  as  much  as  is. 
in  the  on  large  estates.  Of  course, 
land  which  is  not  suitable  lor  clo*;  settle- 
ment has  comparatively  no  unearned  incre- 
ment, and  some  absolutely  none  at  all.  But 
land  which  is  constantly  increasing  in  value 
should  be  subject  to  a  pr<^Tessive  tax. 
When  the  State  attempts  to  buy  back  land, 
it  puts  up  prices  against  itself.  It  is  a 
remarkable  fact  that  the  recent  attempt  to 
buy  back  land  in  New  South  Wales  has  re- 
sulted in  a  considerable  increase  in  the 
price  paid  by  farmers  for  small  holdings. 
The  price  paid  for  the  first  instalment  of 
land  bought  back,  and  resold,  was  on  the 
average  something  like  ;^i,6oo  a  farm, 
but  on  a  later  instalment  the  average  was 
about  ;^2,ooo  each  for  thirty-six  farms  or 
more.  That,  to  my  mind,  clearly  proves 
that  it  is  idle  to  attempt  to  settle 
the  country  in  this  way.  Moreover,  it  j& 
ruinous.  In  addition  to  paying  for 
the  unearned  increment,  the  §tate  in- 
creases \alues  by  becoming  a  bu\-er. 
What  is  needed  is  to  cheapen  land, 
and  that  can  be  done  only  bv  the  imposi- 
tion of  a  land  tax.  We  aim  at  breaking 
up  the  big  estates,  and,  incidentally,  at 
raising^  revenue.  We  do  not  wish  to  tax 
the  smaller  estates,  because  we  contend 
tliat  their  holders  already  pay  more  than  a 
fair  proportion  of  taxaticm.  '  The  man  on 
a  small  area  is  an  active  m«nber  of  so- 
ciety, who,  in  proportion  to  the  land  he 
occupies,  c(»itributes  a  thousand  timra  as 
much  to  the  State  as  does  the 
man  who  holds  a  large  area  of 
equally  good  land.  That  has  been 
demonstrated  again  and  again.  I  have 
had  particular  facts  and  figures  brought 
under  my  notice  recently  which  go  to  sIk>w 
that,  on  a  rough  average,  a  small  man 
farming  250  acres  of  fairly  good  land  c(wi- 
tributes  about  ;^8o  a  year  to  the  revenue  m 
railway  freights,  whereas  if  the  holder  of 
30,000,  40,000,  or  100,000  acres  were  con- 
tributing in  like  proportion — which  he  is 
not — he  would  be  increasing  the  re^ue 
enormously.  Instead  of  making  all  he  can 
out  of  his  land,  even  for  himself,  the  large 
holder  does  not  get  from  it  a  tithe  of  what 
it  should  return,  and  escapes  his  just  ob- 
ligations. He  does  not  contribute  nearly 
so  largely  as  does  the  small  man  by  paving 
railway  freights  to  and  from  the  centres  of 
population.  Customs  duties,  and  innumer- 
able minor  taxes.  In  comparison  with  the 
small  man,  the  big  man  contributes  next  to 
nothing  to  the  revenue.  That  is  theilogical 
reason  for  exemptiingiz^^ ^t^^i^AKfrora- 
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taxati(»i,  unless  the  taxation  of  bis  land 
is  accomplidied  by  the  remission  of  taxa- 
tion of  other  kinds.  We  aim  at  reducing 
things  to  an  equality.  A  progressive  land 
tax  would  be  revenue  produdng  up  to  a 
certain  point,  but  it  would  have  a  tendency 
to  break  up  the  large  estates.  When  that 
had  happened,  the  small  men  who  would 
settle  on  the  land  would  ccmtribute  largely 
to  the  revenue,  and  greatlv  augment  the 
public  funds.  In  my  opinion,  this  defence 
of  our  land  taxation  proposals  is  needed. 
I  do  not  think  htHiorable  members  have 
clearly  understood  our  reasons  for  exempt- 
ing Bmall  men  from  taxati<Mi.  Those 
whjch  I  have  put  forward  are  proper  and 
effective.  I  urge  the  Government  to  in- 
clude land  taxation  in  its  programme.  It 
seems  to  me  that  the  present  line  of  cleav- 
age between  the  two  great  political  parties 
is  due  to  the  division  of  opinion  in  regard 
to  land  taxation.  Clearly,  to  obtain  the 
support  of  certain  honorable  members, 
Ministers  had  to  jettison  their  land  tax  pro- 
posals. But  the  country  cannot  progress 
without  land  taxation.  Without  it  we  must 
haie  stagnation.  In  the  face  of  the  fact 
that  the  situation  in  Europe  is  critical; 
that  we  have  an  awakened  East  knocking 
at  our  door,  and  that  our  populdticn  is 
infinitesimal  compared  with  the  ■gtapexiy 
which  it  controls,  it  is  imperative  that  we 
take  steps  to  place  ourselves  in  a  position 
of  greater  security.  Ten  years  hence, 
-Australia's  position  will  be  worth  nothing, 
unless,  in  the  meantime,  a  land  tax  is  im- 
posed. Once  we  have  progressive  land 
taxation,  it  will  be  unnecessary  to  discuss 
proposals  for  increasing  immigratiwi.  The 
fact  that  land  is  available  here,  and  that 
a  paternal  Government  is  willing  to  assist 
men  without  capital,  on  the  French  system 
of  credit,  will  lead  to  the  inundation  of  the 
country  by  a  virile  population,  such  as 
years  ago  came  to  our  shores  in  the  hope 
of  winning  gold  from  the  earth.  When 
men  elsewhere  know  that  thev  can  secure 
in  Australia  areas  of  land  sufficient  for  the 
support  of  a  family  in  comfort,  they  will 
come  here  in  large  numbers,  and  we  shall 
have  all  the  immigration  that  we  need. 
Unless  land  is  made  available,  the  ccoiti- 
nent  will  be  lost  to  Australians  in  the 
course  of  the  next  decade  or  so.  I  see  no- 
thing to  save  us.  That  anv  Government 
should  so  abandon  the  destinies  of  the 
country  as  this  Government  has  dwie  to  se- 
cure support,  is  a  tragedy  for  which  pos- 
teritv  may  yet  Vwe  to  curse  the  present 
generation. 


Proposed  vote  agreed  to. 

Divisions  17  to  20  {Attorncy-GeneraV s 
Department),  ;^3,24o,  agreed  to. 

Division  21  to  29  {Department  of  Home 
Affairs),  ^52,450. 

Dr.  MALONEY  (Melbourne)  [10.35].— 
I  wish  to  say  a  few  words  in  regard  to  the 
practice  of  the  Commonwealth  in  sending 
young  men  to  Queensland  and  Western 
Australia  on  the  miserable  pittaoce  of  ^^40 
a  year,  which  is  equivalent  to  about  15s. 
5jd.  a  week.  How,  in  God's  name,  cm 
a  young  man  keep  honest  on  such  a  salary, 
if  he  has  to  maintain  the  dignity  of  a 
position  in  the  Commonwealth  service?  I 
know  that,  in  reply,  an  argument  will  be 
used  whk:h  has  grown  hoary  on  the  lips 
of  every  sweater  who  has  put  a  vile  mark 
on  the  earth  by  living  on  it,  namely,  that 
these  young  men  know  the  conditicms  under 
which  they  have  to  go.  This  stigma  is  one 
which  we  should  remove  from  our  escut- 
cheon. 

Mr.  Watkins. — Is  the  honorable  mem- 
ber referring  to  permanent  officers? 

Dr.  NIALONEY.— Thev  are  made  per- 
manent  by  being  sent  away.  The  meanest 
and  most  contonptible  thing  about  the 
business  is  that  they  have  to  pay  the  pas- 
sage money  to  the  State  to  which  they  are 
going.  In  the  Customs  Department,  no 
fewer  than  twenty  young  men  have  been 
sent  away  under  these  conditions. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — To  what  positions? 

Dr.  MALONEY.— They  are  in  the 
clerical  division.  I  shall  place  all  the  evi- 
dence before  the  Minister.  In  Western 
Australia,  a  small  advance  is  given,  and  a 
small  extra  allowance  is  paid  in  Queens- 
land to  those  outside  the  centres  of  popula- 
tion. But  surely  the  C(Miimittee  will  say 
that  officers  shcmld  not  be  sent  to  other 
States  on  the  miserable,  contemptible, 
sweating  pittance  which  I  have  named. 

Mr.  Watkins. — Have  the  men  referred 
to  I>een  three  vears  in  the  service? 

Dr.  MALONEY.— \o.  There  is  no 
bank  or  other  financial  institution  in  Aus- 
tralia which  would  do  such  a  mean,  con- 
temptible act  as  to  send  a  man  to  another 
State,  and  make  him  pay  his  own  passage. 
I  brought  the  matter  under  the  last  Min- 
ister, and  I  hope  that  the  present  Minister 
will  notite  it.  The  least  he  should  do 
is  to  require  the  payment  of  passage  mcmeys 
by  the  Department  which  sends  officers 
from  one  State  to  another.  I  must  quarrel 
with  the  Treasurer  when  he  deserves  it,  and 
when  he  hits  me,  shall  hit  him  back ;  but 
I  do  him  the  (gi^Hd^i?^  ®Oli|gfe  Western 
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Australia  he  never  despatched  an  officer 
from  one  place  to  another  without  paying 
the  cost  of  the  trip.    The  Oxnmonwealtb 
trffic^rs  whose  salaries  come  to  ;^i,ooo  a 
year  have  first  satoCHi  passages  paid  for 
them.     No  bcHiorable  member  would  be 
guilty,  in  the  conduct  of  his  private  affairs, 
of  such  meanness  as  I  have  called  attentim 
to,  and  I  hope  that  we  shall  not  «}ntinue 
to  allow  it  to  be  committed  by  the  C«n- 
monwealth.    There  is  only  <me  other  point 
to  which  I  wish  to  refer.    I  was  imder  the 
impression  that  State  servants  on  being 
transferred  to  the  Commonwealth  had  their 
rights  conserved,  and  it  was  my  boast* 
until  lately,  on  many  a  public  platfcmn, 
that  men  and  womra  in  the  Federal  service 
received  equal  pay  for  equal  \tock.    I  find> 
however,  that  that  is  mere  moonshine,  judg- 
ing by  the  treatment  that  has  been  meted 
out  to  three  transferred  officers,  apparently 
because  they  are  wwnen.    These  wotqen, 
one  with  twenty  years'  service,  another  with 
twenty-two  years'  ser^'ice,  and  still  another 
with   twenty-three   years'  ser\'ice  in  Vic- 
toria, were  recently  transferred  to  the  Com- 
monwealth, and  they  are   receiving  the 
munificent  salary  of  ^^78  per  annum.  Yet 
we  have  in  the  Public  Service  Act  a  pro- 
vision that  any  adult  who  has  beai  for 
three  years  in  the  Public  Service  of  the 
Commonwealth  should  not  receive  less  than 
£110  per  annum. 

Mr.  Fuller. — How  l«ig  is  it  since 
they  were  transferred. 

Dr.  MALONEY.— They  have  just  been 
transferred  to  the  Ccnnmonwealth  Service, 
but  I  am  sure  that  if  they  were  men  they 
would  have  received  different  treatment.  I 
do  not  blame  the  present  Government.  I 
should  speak  as  I  am  now  doing  even  if 
the  Fisher  Government  were  in  office.  I  was 
sorry  to  see  the  signature  of  a  member  ot 
that  Government  attached  to  the  notice  of 
transfer  which  appeared  in  the  Government 
Gazette.  Rather  than  sign  such  a  notice  I 
would  have  resigned  had  I  been  a  Minister. 
I  have  made  my  protest,  and  will  take 
another  opportunity  to  press  these  cases  on 
the  consideration  of  the  Government.  I 
hope  to  receive  frwn  the  Treasurer  an 
assurance  that  the  young  men  to  whom  I 
have  previously  referred  will  have  their 
travelling  expenses  paid  in  future. 

Mr.  FULLER  (1 11  awarra— Minister  of 
Home  Affairs)  [10.43]. — I  undertake  to 
inquire  into  the  complaint  made  by  the 
hwiorable  member  as  to  the  young  men  to 
whom  he  has  referred,  and  may  say  that 
the  position  of  the  three  women  recently 


transferred  from  the  Victorian  to  the 
Federal  Service  has  already  been  brought 
under  my  notice  by  tno  h<Miorable  membors. 
I  shall  give  it  early  attentiwi. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  (Gwydir)  [10.44].— 
Will  the  Treasurer  explain  what  is  covered 
by  the  item  "  Contingencies,  £i>3oo>** 
under  the  heading  of  "  Census  and  Statis- 
tics." The  amount  asked  for  is  nearly 
double  that  required  in  respect  of  salaries. 
Under  the  heading  of  '*  Meteorological 
Branch"  we  als<5  have  ,000  provided  for 
*'  cmitingencies, "  whereas  the  amount  asked 
for  in  respect  of  salaries  is  Mily  ;^i,400. 
These  contingencies  require  scmie  explana- 
tion. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST  (Swan— Trea- 
surer) [10.45]. — Last  year  the  vote  for 
' '  Omtingencies "  under  the  heading  of 
"  Census  and  Statistics,"  was  ^7,904, 
made  up  as  follows — 

Postage  and  telegraias,  ;^30o;  office  requisites, 
exclusive  of  writing  paper  and  envelopes, 
l^aoo;  account,  record  and  other  books,  includ- 
ing cost  of  material,  printing  and  binding,  ^50; 
writing  paper  and  envelopes,  including  cost  of 
priming  and  embossing  thereon,  £50;  other 
printing,  ^^3,640 ;  travelling  expense!!,  £1,200 : 
temporary  assistance,  ;£2,ooo;  fuel,  light,  and 
water,  / 60 ;  office  cleaners,  ^£104;  incidental 
and  petty  cash  expenditure,  ^200;  Hbraty, 
£100.    Total,  ;^7,904. 

For  the  same  purpose  we  ask  in  respect 
of  the  two  months  covered  by  this  Bill, 
one-sixth  of  the  amount  granted  last  year. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  (Gwydir)  [10.46].— I 
thank  the  Treasurer  for  his  explanation, 
and  should  like  to  know  whether  he  can 
assure  the  Committee  that  none  of  the 
items  of  ' '  contingencies  ' '  appearing  in  the 
different  divisions  are  loaded  with  details 
differing  from  those  appearing  in  the  ex- 
ample he  has  given  us. 

Sir  ToHN  Forrest. — Certainly. 
Mr.  WEBSTER.— Then  I  am  satisfied. 
Proposed  vote  agreed  to. 
Divisions  30  to  35  (Department  of  the 
Treasury),  ^£10,480,  agreed  to. 

Divisions  40  to  50  (Department  of  Trade 
atid  Customs),  jQ$6,2i^. 

Mr.  TUDOR  (Yarra)  [10.47].— We  find 
in  division  40,  an  item  of  ;^850  "to  reim- 
burse the  States,  cost  of  carrying  out  pro- 
nsiwis  of  the  COTimerce  Act  of  1905." 
I  hope  the  Treasurer  will  ask  his 
colleague  the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Cus- 
toms to  look  into  this  matter  with  a  view 
of  determining  whether  or  not  the  Com- 
monwealth is  not  paying  more  than  it 
ought  to  do  for  this  work.  I  be- 
liCT-e  that  the  total  expenditure  under  this 
heading   for   the  ^j^^ed  if iEd^^rly 
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;^io,ooo,  and  that  it  was  never 
contemplated  when  we  were  passing  the 
Commerce  Bill  that  we  should  be  saddled 
ioc  all  time  with  such  an  expenditure. 
Only  the  other  day  we  had  an  admissi<»i 
by  those  engaged  in  the  tanning  industry 
that  they  had  derived  great  benefit  from  the 
Act.  Under  it  their  leather  went  into  the 
Lond(Hi  market  as  being  practically  of  the 
finest  value  since  it  was  warranted  free 
from  adulterants.  My  oontenticxi  is  that 
the  States  should  bear  some  proportion  of 
this  expenditure,  and  I  that  the 

Treasurer  will  submit  my  view  to  his 
colleague. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  shall  be  very 
glad  to  bring  the  matter  under  the  notice 
of  my  colleague  the  Minister  of  Trade  and 
Customs. 

Proposed  vote  agreed  to. 

Divisions  51  to  196  {Department  of 
Defence),  ^110,347. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN  (Calaxe) 
[10.51]. — I  wish  to  ask  the  Minister  of 
Defence  on  what  system  it  is  proposed  to 
equip  rifle  clubs.  A  few  days  ago  I  viated 
a  district  in  my  electorate  where  I  was  in- 
formed that  a  rifle  club  had  been  estab- 
lished with  a  membership  of  between  fifty 
and  sixty,  and  that  the  Department  had 
furnished  it  with  only  five  rifles.  Is  that 
a  fair  equipmient  for  a  rifle  club  of  that 
numerical  strength  ? 

Mr.  Crouch. — They  have  practically 
obtained  all  the  rifles  they  are  entitled  to 
under  the  [M^sent  regulation,  namely,  lO 
per  cent. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— It  seems  to 
me  to  be  an  ettraordinary  method  of  as- 
sisting the  members  of  rifle  clubs  to  be- 
crane  efficient  in  rifle  practice  when  they 
can  get  only  10  per  cent,  of  rifles  for  that 
purpose.  I  should  Aink  that  the  rifles 
will  be  wMn  out  before  a  full  supply  is 
obtained  if  each  man  indulges  in  anything 
like  a  reasonable  amount  of  {M'actice.  The 
regulation  should  be  looked  into. 

Mr.  Crouch, — ^The  late  Mimster  was 
trying  to  get  20  per  cent.,  but  he  had  not 
the  rifles  to  go  round. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.-— What  kind 
of  Australian  defence  is  this?  We  are 
talking  about  the  defence  of  the  Ccwimon- 
wealth,  and  we  find  now  that  the  late 
Minister  discovered  that  he  could  not  sup- 
ply 20  per  cent,  of  rifles  to  the  enrolled 
members  of  rifle  clubs.  How  can  the  De- 
partment expect  to  get  an  enrolment  of 
this  very  impwtant  arm  of  defence  when 
it  cannot  furnish  a  larger  supply  of  rifles 


than  that?  It  seems  to  me  that  if  there 
is  any  further  increase  in  the  enrolment 
the  allowance  of  10  per  cent,  must  be 
reduced  to  5  per  cent.,  and  so  on.  I 
strongly  urge  upon  the  Government  that  if 
they  wish  to  encourage  the  fOTmation  of 
rifle  clubs  in  the  country  districts  they 
must  provide  a  sufficient  number  of  rifles 
to  enable  the  ordinary  amount  of  [vactice 
to  take  place.  It  is  ridiculous  to  -expect 
that  sixty  men  in  a  rifle  cfeib  can  get  suffi- 
cient with  <xily  five  rifles  at  their  disposal. 
This  part  of  the  defence  scheme  is  a  very 
weak  one,  and  the  question  of  armament 
ought  to  engage  the  earnest  attentimi  of 
the  Government.  I  remember  that  when 
the  first  Labour  Government  were  in  office 
thCT  discovered  a  like  defidency,  and  gave 
to  the  Old  Country  a  large  order  for  rifles, 
but  apparently  the  growth  of  rifle  clubs 
has  continued  at  sudb  a  rate  that  we  are 
now  practically  in  oractly  the  same  posi- 
tion. This  treatment  of  rifle  clubs  is  not 
in  the  direction  of  oicouraging  the  forma- 
ticm  of  others.  In  Molon^  in  my  elec- 
torate, there  is  an  old-established  corps  of 
the  Australian  Light  Horse,  and  a  strong 
civilian  club,  and,  if  I  mistake  not,  sane 
other  form  of  defence  force  is  represented 
there.  For  a  number  of  years  they  had 
a  range  in  use,  but  it  was  condemned,  I 
thinks  by  the  local  council  as  being  danger- 
ous. After  a  con»derable  amount  of 
trouble  the  Department  discarded 'the  old 
range,  and  amingements  were  made  fcff 
the  selection  of  a  new  site.  It  was  under- 
stood that  the  new  site  would  be  made 
available  very  quickly,  but  the  lease  of 
the  land  was  not  executed  as  speedily  as 
it  might  have  been.  Who  is  responsible 
for  the  delay  I  do  not  know.  The  De- 
partment sav  that  it  was  due  to  the  fact 
that  a  gentleman  who  was  interested  in  the 
land  to  be  secured  for  a  range  site  was 
absent  in  the  Old  Country,  but  he  says 
that  it  was  due  to  their  unbusiness-like 
methods.  So  far  as  I  can  gather  every- 
thing is  now  in  order,  but  when  it  cwnes 
to  the  question  of  equipping  the  new  site 
I  am  informed  by  the  D^)artment  that  m 
funds  have  been  made  available.  In 
fact,  I  understand  that  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Department  was  to  provide 
funds  for  this  range  on  last  year's  Esti- 
mates, but  for  some  reason  unexplained 
the  then  Treasurer  decided  to  eliminate  the 
item,  with  the  result  that  during  the  cur- 
rent financial  year  the  Department  have 
not  been  able  to  effc^  the  improvements 
necessary  to  iniaJkffi  btw^QtQlraC^vailable. 
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What  I  want  to  know  from  the  Miiuster 

of  Defence  is  whether,  in  view  of  the 
special  circumstances  of  this  case,  any  at- 
tempt has  been  made  in  this  Supply  Bill 
to  provide  the  money  which  was  asked  for 
last  year  by  the  Department,  and,  if  so, 
will  the  work  be  taken  in  hand  as 
speedily  as  possible,  to  enable  the  rifle- 
men to  become  efficient?  I  made  special 
representations  to  the  Department  recently 
about  the  range.  The  whole  of  the  facts 
of  the  case  have  been  under  review,  and  as 
tar  as  I  can  ascertain  they  are  as  I  have 
stated  than.  The  rifle  clubs  and  others  who 
are  interested  in  the  range  have  been  de- 
prived of  the  use  of  it  for  twelve  m<Miths, 
and  they  want  to  know  how  much  l<Miger 
they  are  to  remain  in  that  unfortunate  posi- 
tion. The  fault  lies  with  the  Department. 
This  is  not  the  way  to  encourage  the  de- 
velopment of  our  Defence  Forces.  It  is  only 
another  instance  of  the  disheartening  ex- 
periences which  young  men  in  country  dis- 
tricts have  to  put  up  with  in  their  desire  to 
do  their  duty  by  equipping  themselves  for 
defence  purposes.  They  should  receive 
some  consideration  at  the  hands  of  the  Go- 
vernment. If  provision  is  not  made  for  the 
work  until  the  Estimates  are  brought  down 
the  probabilities  are  that  the  vote  will  not 
be  passed  until  just  before  Christmas,  and 
that  will  mean  that  the  work  will  not  be 
taken  in  hand  until  some  time  next  year, 
making'a  year  and  a  half,  and  perhaps  two 
years,  that  the  range  will  have  been  lying 
idle.  This  is  a  case  that  deserves  special 
consideratioi,  which  I  hope  it  will  receive 
from  the  Treasurer  and  Minister  of  De- 
Mr.  AGAR  WYNNE  (Balaclava)  [11.3]. 
— There  were  at  one  time  in  my  electorate 
five  rifle  clubs.  They  had  two  ranges,  erne 
of  which  has  been  closed.  I  am  speak- 
ing from  memory,  but  I  think  the  other 
was  at  Oakleigh.  There  was  a  case  of 
rifles  there,  but  when  the  club  opened  it  an 
officer  of  the  Department  threatened  them 
with  all  sorts  of  pains  and  penalties  if  they 
dared  to  use  them.  The  young  fellows  in 
the  district  were  very  keen  on  rifle  shooting, 
but  they  have  had  to  give  it  up  on  ac(X>unt 
of  the  absence  of  a  convenient  range.  At 
present  they  have  to  go  to  Williamstown  on 
their  Saturday  afternoons,  and  that  takes 
the  whole  afternoon.  When  there  was  a 
range  in  the  district  they  could  get  an 
hour's  shooting  at  any  time.  I  feel  that  the 
departmental  officers  have  verv  little  sym- 
pathy with  the  rifle  clubs,  but  if  we  wish  to 
protect  this  country  we  ought  to  teach  every 


man  to  shoot.  I  trust  the  new  Minister  will 
see  that  every  facility  is  given  in  that  direc- 
tion. These  young  men  get  no  payment, 
although  they  give  their  spare  time  to  prac- 
tising rifle  shooting  for  the  good  of  the 
country.  The  permanent  military  men  have 
not  the  sympathy  that  they  ought  to  have 
with  these  volunteers.  Men  who  are  pre- 
pared to  give  their  time  to  learning  to  shoot 
should  receive  every  assistance  from  the 
Department.  Money  spent  in  putting  up 
and  keeping  in  order  these  rifle  ran^  is 
money  well  spent  in  the  defence  of  Aus- 
tralia'. 

Mr.  WATKINS  (^-e^Ycastle)  [11.5]— I 
wish  to  bring  under  the  notice  of  the  Minis- 
ter of  Defence  the  difficulty  which  the 
members  of  the  Cadet  Forces  at  the  public 
schools  and  elsewhere  have  in  getting  their 
uniforms.  Many  of  the  cadets  are  the 
children  of  very  poor  people,  but,  although 
the  parents  put  up  some  proportion  of  the 
nKmey,  considerable  delay  tal^  place  in 
getting  the  Government  or  the  contractors 
to  do  their  part  in  providing  the  uniforms. 
A  specially  urgent  questi(Hi  is  the  need  for 
increased  accommodation  at  the  Adamstown 
rifle  range.  That  is  the  centre  of  a  large 
district.  It  sctvcs  a  population  of,  I  sup- 
pose, 150,000,  and  on  the  occasiwis  of 
the  annual  matches  or  rifle  'courses 
it  is  patronized  by  men  fr«n  Syd- 
ney and  from  as  far  north,  I  sup- 
pose, as  the  border.  All  the  musketiy 
courses  for  the  district  have  to  be  fired 
there.  I  learn  that  only  recently  when  they 
were  '.rying  to  get  through  an  ordinary  mus- 
ketry course  the  meR  were  firing  over  one 
another  at  the  difl^erent  distances  in  wder 
to  get  through.  Something  should  be  done 
there  to  accommodate,  not  only  the  men  who 
must  go  through  the  musketry  course,  but 
also  the  members  of  rifle  clubs  who  patro- 
fiize  the  range.  The  competitions  for  prizes, 
for  which  I  presume  we  provide  money, 
also  take  place  there,  and  I  am  told  that  the 
accommodation  is  utterly  inadequate  for  the 
number  Of  ccwnpetitors.  '  The  caretaker's  re- 
sidence is  a  standing  disgrace  to  the  Depart- 
ment. No  family  should  be  expected  to 
live  in  quarters  such  as  the  caretaker  and 
his  family  have  to  occupy.  I  hope  the  Min- 
ister will  look  into  the  matter  as  early  as 
possible,  with  a  view  to  improving  the 
range. 

Mr.  MATHEWS  (Melbourne  Ports) 
[ii.g]. — During  the  latter  portion  of  last 
week  I  heard  from  artillery  men  that  the 
new  6-in.  Mark  VII.  guns, purchased  by  the 
Commonwealth  G<p^iw«sr£jt©(pgiS'  ago 
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as  up-to-date  weapons,  are  really  eight  structed  Ug  guns.  Surely  we  possess  suffi- 
years  old.  In  purchasing  guns  of  that  cient  intelligence  to  do  the  same  sort  of 
-character  we  should  have  obtained  an  up-  thing.  If  the  Minister  of  Defence  will 
-to-date  article.  It  is  evident  that  they  must  cmly  show  as  much  energy  in  the  adminis- 
iiave  been  seamd-hand  when  bought.  tration  of  his  Department  as  he  used  to 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Surely  not.  display  in  criticising  the  Government  when 

Mr.  MATHEWS. — The  Minister  might  he  was  Leader  of  the  Opposition,  it  will 
well  see  into  the  matter.  Guns  of  that  pat-  not  be  long  befwe  every  man  in  our  forces 
tern  are  now  in  Tasmania  and  Victoria.  If  will  have  a  rifle.  I  recognise  much  good 
thev  are  second-hand,  the  people  have  been  in  the  Minister's  past  actions.  I  commoid 
deceived,  and  if  we  paid  for  new  guns  the  to  him  the  idea  of  malting  the  defence  of 
country  has  been  robbed.  If  we  got  them  Australia  dependent  upon  a  land  tax.  In 
at  a  low  price,  that  makes  the  case.no  better,  my  opinion  a  land  tax  should  be  made  to 
because  we  had  no  right  to  purchase  them  pay  for  the  whole  of  our  defence.  In 
if  we  knew  they  were  second-hand.  I  think  England  at  caie  peridd  there  was  almost  in- 
that  the  Minister  of  Defence  might  tell  us  cessant  war  for  over  ico  years,  and,  never- 
whether  there  is  any  truth  in  what  I-  have  theless,  no  debt  accumulated.  It  was  only 
■said.  He  will  find  the  papers  in  the  De-  when  the  Hanoverian  succession  occurred, 
partm«it.  If  the  facts  are  as  related,  the  and  the  debts  of  Charles  II.  of  unblessed 
<j&cev  responsible  for  purchasing  the  guns,  memory  had  to  be  discharged,  that  a 
^d  the  firm  which  supplied  ^em,  ought  national  debt  was  commence].  Let  me 
to  be  brought  before  some  tribunal.  If  we  commend  to  the  Minister  the  example  of 
^ere  supposed  to  get  new  guns,  and  were  a  country  whose  legal  enactments  can  be 
.supplied  with  weapons  that  were  six  vears  claimed  to  be  scientifically  exact,  and 
•old  and  out-of-date,  son^xxly  ought  to  be  whose  Customs  Tarifif  is,  in  respect 
.punished.  to    the    principle    on    which    it  was 

Dr.  -MALONKY  (Melbourne)  [11. ii].  framed,  probably,  the  best  in  the  world. 
— 1  wish  to  compliment  the  Minister  of  De-  I  allude  to  the  OTuntry  which  Great  Britain 
fence  on  the  attention  he  has  given  to  the  chose  to  be  her  ally  for  defence  and  of- 
jnatter  I  brought  under  his  notice  regarding  fence,  namely,  Japan.  Japan  offers  an 
the  strike  at  the  Williamstown  rifle  ranges,  excellent  example  of  what  can  be  done.  I 
A  number  of  men  employed  there  were  shall  quote  from  the  Financial  and  Econo- 
being  treated  very  unfairly,  because  men  mic  Annual  of  Japan,  published  by  the 
■aaployed  at  the  Newport  Worlahops,  who  Government  Printing  Office,  To^cio.  I 
were  already  in  full  employment,  were  learn  from  this  book  that  jQioo  of  income 
given  preference  in  regard  to  engagement  pays  a  tax  of  j^i  xos.  But  in  case  of 
at  the  ranges,  over  men  who  had  spent  a  sfiecial  emergency  the  tax  would  be 
^good  deal  of  time  in  learning  the  business,  9s.  A  man  who  has  an  income  of  £,y>o 
and  ought  to  have  been  engaged.  I  feel  ordinarily  pays  j£6,  but  in  time  of  emer- 
sure  that  the  Minister  will  see  that  the  gency,  he  would  pay  ^15  i6s.  A  man 
suggestion  I  have  marie  is  worth  carry-  who  has  ;^r,ooo  of  income  will  pay 
ing  out,  and  that  men  who  are  eligible,  ordinary  taxation,  the  amount  to  be  in- 
and  who  are  out  of  emplo>ment  should  creased  by  150  per  cent. — making  ^^75 
■be  considered  first.  I  can  indorse  what  a  year — in  a  time  of  emergency.  A 
has  been  said  by  the  honorable  mem-  man  with  an  income  of^^io.ooo — and  there 
ber  for  Calare.  in  reference  to  the  short-  are  many  wealthy  men  in  Japan — would 
age  of  rifles.  It  is  absurd  that  th^  should  under  ordinary  circumstances  pay  an  in- 
■he  only  one  rifle  to  every  twenty^  of  the  come  tax  of  ^£550,  but  the  special  tax 
■TOOT  who  are  prepared  to  risk  thar  lives  which  might  be  imposed  would  be  £,2,0^$. 
for  the  defence  of  Australia.  Imagine  the  I  do  not  blame  any  one  for  having  a  large 
Tidiculousness  of  twenty  men  being  engaged  pioperty.  I  wish  every  member  of  this 
in  an  action,  and  nineteen  of  them  waiting  House  had  a  large  income,  and  were  able 
until  one  fell,  in  order  to  take  up  his  rifle  to  pay  taxation  on  a  large  estate.  I  do  not 
and  carry  on  the  firing  !  If  we  cannot  im-  wHsh  to  see  a  miserable,  shabby  land  tax, 
pert  sufficient  rifles,  then,  in  the  name  of  such  as  exists  in  Victoria.  The  Age,  to  its 
common  sense,  let  us  start  a  factory  and  eternal  credit,  has  thundered  out  its  de- 
manufacture  our  own.  When  the  Trans-  nunciation  of  the  Victorian  tax  in  no  un- 
vaal  was  fighting  against  the  mightv  Bri-  certain  way.  It  is.  I  believe,  the  most 
tish  Empire,  not  only  did  the  Boers  make  absurd  land  tax  in  the  tvhole  ^;ofl^.  Let  us 
-their  own  rifles,  but  they   actually  am-   see  what  EngKl*a*S  btthj',*->J^§iHr  does  in 
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this  respect.  The  incOToe  tax  of  Japan 
realizes  ^^2, 700,000  per  annum.  The  land 
tax  realizes  571,000.  Let  me  quote 
this  passage — 

The  land  tax  ts  levied  according  to  the  value 
of  land  which  is  assessed  on  the  basis  of 
capitalizing  the  net  earnings  or  the  rent  of 
land  and  entered  in  the  official  land  registers. 
The  land  tax  is  collected  from  the  pledgee  in 
the  case  of  land  imder  pledge,  from  the  super- 
ficiarj  in  the  case  of  land  under  superficies 
of  more  than  a  hundred  vears*  duration,  and  in 
all  other  cases  from  the  land-owner.  The 
annual  rate  of  land  tax  is  fixed  at  2^  per  cent 
of  the  assessed  value  of  land,  but  under  the 
Extraordinary  Special  Tax  Law  the  tax  was 
increased  to  rates  rangftg  from  3  per  cent,  to 
17.5  per  cent.,  according  to  the  class  of  land. 

In  the  stress  of  war,  we  have  no  idea  of 
what  the  tax  would  be.  But  it  is  our  duty^ 
to  lind  a  means  by  which  we  can  raise  a 
much  larger  revenue  than  we  do  at  present,, 
and  I  do  not  think  that  we  can  discover 
a  better  source  fnxn  which  to  raise  it  than 
the  land.  I  wish  now  to  speak  on  the 
twopenny  halfpenny,  tinpot  Dreadnought 
proposal  of  the  Government.  I  do 
not  think  there  is  a  member  of  this 
Parliament  who  imagines  that  the  paltry 
present  of  one  battleship  of  the 
Dreadnought  type  would  wipe  out  our 
obligation  to  the  Home  Land.  I  am  sorry 
that  the  Fisher  Government  were  defeated, 
because  I  am  satisfied  that  if  they  had 
remained  in  office  they  would  have  been  pre- 
pared, if  neoessary,  to  take  a  referendtim 
upCHi  this  questicHi.  The  creators  of  this 
Parliament  would  then  have  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  controlling  it,  and  I  am  sure  they 
would  have  said  that,  for  defence  purposes, 
the  land  should  be  the  sole  source  of  re- 
venue. If  that  much  were  conceded,  and 
twenty  Dreadnoughts  were  required  to  as- 
sist the  Home  Land,  the  Ministry  of  the 
day  would  then  be  in  a  position  to  raise 
them.  So  far,  not  a  penny  piece  has  been 
collected  in  VictcM^a  towards  the  presenta- 
tion of  a  Dreadnought  to  the  Mother  Coun- 
try. Let  hcxiorable  members  contrast 
that  with  what  Japan  has  done  by 
TOluntary  subscription  on  previous  occa- 
sions, and  I  think  that  the  Jingoes  of  the 
country  must  hang  their  heads  with  shame. 
I  say,  let  our  workshops  ring  with  the 
sound  of  5,000  hammers  wielded  bv  men 
engaged  in  making  provision  for  the  de- 
fence of  Australia.  Let  the  air  resound 
with  the  cheers  of  50,000  men  who  can  be 
sent  by  means  of  a  railway  to  any  part 
of  the  Commonwealth— to  the  Northern 
Territory,  for  example — where  danger  most 
threatens  us.  But,  as  the  honorable  mem- 
Dr.  Matoney. 


ber  for  Darwin  pertinently  asked,  "  What 
will  a  flock  of  sheep  with  a  shepherd  at  its- 
head  do  towards  keeping  away  an. 
enemy  ?  " 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Will  the  honorable- 
member  forgive  me  for  suggesting  that  this 
speech  might  very  well  be  delivered  upcMi 
the  general  debate,  whidi  will  come  <Hk 
almost  immediately? 

Dr.  MALONEY.— Very  well,  if  the- 
Minister  of  Defence  would  like  to  have  it 
all  over  again,  I  have  no  objection. 

Mr.    JOSEPH    COOK  (Parramatta— 
Minister  of  Defence)  [11.25]. — I  merely 
wish  to  say  that  I  do  not  desire  honorable 
members  to  imagine  that  I  am  treating 
them    with    discourtesy    by    making  the- 
few  rwnarks  which  I  propose  to  make.  I 
have  listened  to  their  complaints  in  regard" 
tt>  the  scarcity  of  rifles,  and  I  feel  almost 
disposed  to  add  one  or  two  complaints  of 
my  own.    There  is  quite  a  familiar  ring- 
about  some  of  the  grievances  which  have 
been  ventilated:    particularlv  about  those- 
mentioned  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Calare.    There  are  cases  in  mv  own  elec- 
torate in  which  men  suffer  disabilities  from 
lack  of  rifle  practice,  and  during  the  short 
time  that  I  have  been  administering  the  De- 
fence Department  I  have  found  that  the 
position*,  so  far  as  the  riflemen  of  the  Com- 
monwealth are  concerned,  is  anything  but 
satisfactory.    I  have   done  my   best  to 
remedy  matters,  but,  of  course,  a  great 
deal  remains  to  be  done.    I  do  hope  that 
honorable  members  will  accept  my  assur- 
ance that  my  sympathies  are  entiielv  with 
the  riflemen  of  Australia,  and  if  I  can  do 
anvthing  to  remove  the  disabilities  under 
which  thev  labour,  I  shall  be  ready  at  all 
times  to  do  it.    I  do  not  object  to  these 
matters  being  brought  under  my  notice,  but 
I  want  honorable  members  to  recollect  that, 
however  hard  we  may  fight  upon  the  floor 
of  the  House,  our  oppositi<xi  to  each  other 
ceases  the  moment  we  come  to  do  business 
in  the  Department.    I  promise  to  look  into 
the  complaints  that  have  been  made,  and  to- 
rectify  them  wherever  it  is  possible  to  do 
so.    But  I  may  pmnt  out  that  we  shall  not 
overcome  all  our  troubles  in  this  connexion 
until  we  are  able  to  manufacture  our  own 
rifles.    Within  the  next  few  days  I  hope 
that  we  shall  be  able  to  take  the  first  active 
steps  in  that  directiw. 

Proposed  vote  agreed  to. 

Divisions  197  to  203  {Postmaster-Gene- 
raVs  Department),  ^^518,424. 

Mr.  TUDOR  (Yarra)  [11.27].— I  would 
ask  the  Postmaster- General  to  obtain  in- 
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formaticMi  as  to  whether  the  trunk  tele- 
pbme  line  between  Sydney  and  Melbourne 
IS  a  paying  one.  No  difficulty  should  be 
experienced  in  getting  that  infc»rniati(xi.  At 
the  time  this  line  was  projected,  I  objected 
to  the  metropolitan  re^dents  being 
placed  in  a  different  category  from  resi- 
dents in  the  country,  who  are  obliged  to 
guarantee  a  certain  sum  before  any  new 
line  will  be  cdhstructed  by  the  Department. 
I  should  like  the  Minister  to  ascertain  the 
exact  positiw)  before  the  next  Supply  Bill 
is  under  consideratim,  so  that  hcHUurable 
members  may  know  whether  the  persons 
using  the  trunk  telephone  line  between  Syd- 
ney and  Melbourne  are  placed  in  a  superior 
positicMi  to  that  occupied  by  country  resi- 
dents. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN  (Calare) 
{11.28]. — I  wish  to  direct  attention  to  a 
new  departure  in  Postal  administration.  It 
ap^ars  that  in  new  centres  where  postal 
facilities  are  sought,  the  Department  prac- 
tically says  to  the  applicants,  "  You  must 
carry  on  the  business  yourselves  for  a  period 
of  twelve  months,  and  then  if  the  trailic 
warrants  it  we  will  consider  your  request." 
I  know  of  two  cases  in  my  own  electorate. 
One  is  on  the  railway  line  between  Parkes 
and  Condobolin.  At  a  certain  point  on  that 
line  a  number  of  new  settlers  have  located 
themselves,  owing  to  the  canoellatiOT  of 
<:ertain  improvement  leases.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  about  fifty  families  are  settled 
there,  and  they  have  endeavoured  to  cA)tain 
a  post-office  at  their  siding.  In  reply  the 
Department  has  informed  them  that  it  will 
provide  them  with  a  mail  bag,  and  if  they 
^an  secure  the  services  of  some  person  who 
will  receive  the  bag,  make  it  up,  and  attend 
to  the  distribution  of  mail  matter,  it  will 
allow  him  jQi  per  aimum,  and  at  the  end 
of  six  or  twelve  months,  if  the  traffic 
warrants  it,  steps  will  be  taken  to 
establish  a  post-office  there.  Precisely 
a  similar  position  of  things  obtains  at 
another  siding  on  the  Cowra-Harden  line. 
That  is  not  a  progressive  policy  to  adopt 
in  developing  country  centres.  If  any 
concessions  are  to  be  made,  they  ought  to 
be  to  these  outlying  places;  and  I  hope 
the  Postmaster- General  will  look  into  the 
matter,  and  see  -whether  a  more  liberal 
policy  cannot  be  adopted. 

Mr.  POYNTON  (Grey)  [11.31].—!  can- 
not allow  this  vote  to  pass  without  sup- 
plementing what  has  bewi  said  bv  the 
honorable  member  for  Calare.  Onlv  to- 
day I  brought  under  the  notice  of  the 
Postmaster-General  a  country   locality  in 


my  district,  which  the  State  authwities 
have  thought  of  sufficient  importance  to 
construct  a  railway  to,  but  where  the  ad- 
ministrators of  the  Post  and  Telegraph 
Department  decline  to  afford  the  usual 
facilities  until  it  is  shown  that  they  will 
prove  a  paying  affair  frcan  the  start.  All 
this  seems  to  be  due  to  Mr.  Scott,  who 
runs  the  Department,  and  has  done  so  for 
a  considerable  time.  But  we  must  not 
forget  that  in  the  metropolitan  areas  ex- 
tensive services  have  been  ordered  without 
anv  guarantee. 

Mr.  TuDOR. — Take  the  Melbourne  and 
Svdne\'  trunk  telephone  lina 

Mr.'  POYNTON— Yes.  In  the  locality 
to  which  r  have  referred  then  are  a  Iar|^ 
number  of  settlers;  and  under  the  cir- 
cumstances it  is  not  surprising  that  some 
people  are  finding  that  Federation  is  not 
havine:  the  de^rable  results  they  expected. 
A  railway  has  been  constructed  there  for 
about  fortv  miles,  at  a  cost  of  ^£3,000  a 
mile ;  and  yet  it  is-  not  deemed  of  suffi- 
cient importance  to  provide  telegraph  or 
telephone  facilities.  The  same  complaint 
can  be  made  in  regard  to  other  places, 
though  in  a  lesser  degree.  I  do  not  know 
whether  all  this  is  because  the  Deputies 
have  no  responsibility,  and  are  just  figure- 
heads, subject  to  red  tape.  I  venture  to 
say  that  there  are  twenty  or  thirty  locali- 
ties in  which  there  are  large  numbers  of 
applicants  for  letter-boxes,  which  could 
be  erected  at  the  cost  of  a  few  shillings, 
and  return  revenue  at  the  rate  of  ^f.i  per 
annum  each.  The  boxes  I  have  in  my 
mind  were  promised  two  years  ago,  and 
have  not  yet  been  supplied.  First,  I  was 
told  that  a  consignment  was  «pected  frtm 
England,  and  next  that  sane  were  apected 
from  Melbourne ;  and,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
I  am  not  only  ashamed  to  meet  my  consti- 
tuents, but  also  ashamed  to  have  to  inter- 
view the  Postmaster-General  on  such  small 
matters,  when  his  mind  ought  to  be  de- 
voted to  business  of  much  greater  im- 
portance. As  I  say,  I  do  not  know  whether 
all  this  arises,  because  the  Deputy  Post- 
masters-General have  no  control,  or  whether 
it  is  because  they  will  jiot  take  the  mitia- 
tive ;  but,  at  any  rate,  the  administration 
of  this  Department  is  not  nearlv  so  good  as 
in  the  pre- federation  days.  For  instance, 
before  we  entered  the  Union,  no  guarantee 
of- 10  per  (xnt.  was  asked,  but  5  per  cent, 
was  considered  sufficient  to  cover  interest 
and  wear  and  tear.  In  some  places,  after 
the  guarantee  has  been  subscribed,  the  de- 
sired facilities  are  not  afforded.  Only 
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the  week  before  last,  in  a  small  conraunity, 
some  £,^2  was  subscribed  in  order  to  prove 
the  bond  iides  of  the  people  in  their  desire 
for  telephonic  communicati<xi ;  but^  if  I 
mav  judge  frorr.>  experience,  three  years  will 
elapse  tefwe  the  work  is  carried  out  bfjr 
the  Department. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis. — I  know  sanes  of 
cases  like  that,  and  the  Labour  Go\'ern- 
ment  were  the  worst  of  all. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— My  own  opinion  is 
that  Mr.  Scott,  the  Secretary  of  the  De- 
partment, runs  the  whole  show,  and  that, 
so  far  as  the  country  is  concerned,  it  may 
starve;  though  he  does  not  take  that  view 
of  the  metropolitan  requirements.  Although 
scores  of  thousands  of  pounds  may  have 
to  be  spent  in  the  cities  no  guarantee  is 
asked  for,  whereas  in  the  country  the  ser- 
vice must  be  shown  to  be  a  paying  one, 
even,  as  I  have  said,  in  a  case  where  the 
State  Government  has  thought  the  district 
of  suflBcient  importance  to  construct  a  rail- 
wav.  Is  it  anv  wonder  that  people  are 
getting  a  contempt  for  Federal  adminis- 
tration ? 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Postmaster-Gene- 
ral—Bendigo)  [i  1 . 36].— In  reference  to 
the  remarks  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Yarra,  as  to  the  trunk  telephone  line  be- 
tween Melbourne  and  Sydney,  I  shall  be 
happy  to  cOTiply  with  his  request,  and 
place  full  information  before  the  House 
at  an  early  date  as  to  the  capital  and 
working  cost.  I  am  not  quite  sure  that 
the  results  from  this  line  are  so  satisfac- 
tory as  might  be  desired,  but,  at  any  rate, 
full  information  will  be  given  at  an  early 
date.  The  honorable  member  for  Calare, 
and  the  honorable  member  for  Grey,  have 
mv  fullest  sympathies  as  a  country  mem- 
b^  myself.  It  is  highly  desirable  that 
cotmtry  districts  should  have  their  require- 
ments fairly  cctfisiderefl.  I  found,  how- 
ever, when  I  assumed  oflSce,  that  certain 
practices  and  precedents  had  been  laid 
down  by  my  predecessors  to  the  effect  that 
certain  facilities  were  not  to  be  granted 
unless  there  was  some  proof  or  evidence 
that  they  would  pay  their  way.  I  have 
onlv  to  repeat  what  I  informed  the  honor- 
able memlier  for  Corio  recently  that,  for 
my  part,  I  do  not  feel  inclined  to  be  bound 
\'\  previous  practices,  but  I  cannot  take 
ttie  responsibility  of  reversing  them  with- 
out COTSulting  ray  colleagues,  especiallv 
on  questk>ns  of  expenditure  or  works  which 
may  involve  loss  of  revenue.  I  do  intend 
to  consult  my  colleagues  as  to  whether  it 

not  desirable  to  establish  a  new  rule 


that  postal,  telepftionic,  and  telegraphic  ex- 
tensions in  country  districts  shall  be  pro- 
vided, even  in  cases  where  thev  will  not 
pay.  In  such  cases  Parliament  might  be 
asked  to  make  a  special  pnnisira  so  that 
the  Postal  Department  will  not  be  diarged 
with  the  loss.  At  any  rate,  I  undertake 
to  bring  this  matter  under  the  notice  of 
my  colleagues. 

Mr.  Fisher. — To  whicH  Department 
would  the  Minister  charge  the  loss? 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— I  should  charge- 
it,  perhaps,  to  the  Craisolidated  Revenue^ 
but  it  is  a  matter  that  will  require  dis- 
cussion. I  can  only  say  that  Ae  iq>re- 
sentaticms  of  the  hcHiorf^Ie  monbeis  fcH- 
Grey  and  Calaie  have  my  wannest  sym- 
pathy, and,  so  far  as  I  can  help  in  the 
matters  referred  to,  I  shall  be  prepared  to- 
do  10. 

Proposed  vote  agreed  to. 

Division  38  {Refunds  of  Revenue), 
^20,000,  and  division  39  {Advance  to^ 
Treasurer),  ^100,000. 

Mr.  FISHER  (Wide  Bay)  [11,40]  

The  'txeasurer  might  give  the  Ccxmnittee 
some  information  up«i  the  proposed  vote 
of  ;£2o,ooo  for  refunds  of  revenue,  and 
also  upon  the  proposed  vote  of  j^ioo,ooo 
advance  to  the  Treasurer.  TEe  last  sum 
has  generally  been  considered  suflSdent  to 
cover  six  months;  but  I  have  discovered' 
that  the  Treasurer  has  sometimes  Been 
granted  mcve  than  ^^200,000  towards  his 
advance  account,  by  means  of  these  Sup- 
ply Bills.  A  certain  sum  is  granted  under 
a  Supply  Bill,  and  is  paid  awav,  and  later 
on  recouped.  That  is  not  a  desiraUe 
practice,  and  had  I  continued  in  the  office 
of  Treasurer,  I  should  have  put  an  end" 
to  it. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST  (Swan— Trea- 
surer) [it. 42]. — With  reference  to  the  vote 
of  £  20,000  for  refunds  of  re\'enue,  I  may 
inform  the  Committee  that  last  yeaV 
;^ioo,ooo  was  voted  for  this  purpose.  The 
money  is  required  to  meet  the  money  order 
account,  and  the  cost  of  stamps  placed  on 
postal  notes ;  to  pay  the  Eastern  Extension 
ajid  Pacific  Cable  Companies  their  ^are 
of  the  revenue  from  cablegrams ;  to  refund 
amounts  paid  to  revenue  in  error,  and  aiaO' 
for  the  re-purchase  of  stamps.  These  are 
the  principal  headings  under  which  expen- 
diture takes  place  under  this  vote.  We 
are  asking  in  this  Supply  Bill  for  one-fifth 
of  the  amount  voted  fw  this  purpose  last 
year.  With  regard  to  the  Treasurer's  Ad- 
vance.  the  ^^100,000  asked  for  is  required 
to  pay  for  new  wcvks  in  progress,  including 
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wctfks  carried  out  under  contract  and  works 
being  carried  out  by  day  labour.  It  is 
estimated  that  we  shall  require  ;^8o,ooo 
for  this  purpose.  The  Treasurer's  Ad- 
vance account  is  also  drawn  upon  to  pro- 
vide a  trust  fund  for  the  Government 
Printer  for  the  payment  of  wages  and  ma- 
terial for  Government  printing,  and  also 
to  meet  payments  under  the  Naval  Agree- 
ment. About  ;^8,ooo  will  be  required  for 
this  purpose.  These  payments  are  made 
in  the  first  instance  from  the  Treasurer's 
Advance  Account.  The  balance  of  the 
j^ioojooo  will  be  required  to  meet  unfore- 
seen and  extraordinary  expenditure. 

Mr.  Frazes. — I  think  we  should  have 
a  'iiiorum  present  to  listen  to  an  important 
statement  of  this  description. 

Mr.  HuuE  Cook. — Is  that  the  way 
honorable  members  keep  agreements? 
[Quorum  formed.'] 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  think  I  had 
finished  all  I  had  to  say.  I  explained 
the  [wincipal  heads  under  which  payments 
are  made  from  the  Treasurer's  Advance 
Account.  It  has  been  customary  to  Bsk 
for  considerable  sums  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  financial  year,  because  in  the 
interval  between  the  end  of  a  financial 
year  and  the  time  at  which  the  Govern- 
ment obtains  fresh  appropriation  for  new 
works  and  buildings  for  the  current  year 
it  is  necessary  that  these  works,  which  are 
being  carried  on  alt  over  Australia,  ^ould 
be  paid  for  out  of  the  Treasurer's  Advance 
Account. 

Mr.  FRAZER  (KalgoorUe)  [ii.473.'— 
Had  the  Treasurer  yesterday  given  any  in- 
dication that  the  chief  expenditure  from 
the  Treasurer's  Advance  Ao(»unt  would  be 
for  the  public  works  to  which  he  has  re- 
ferred, be  would  have  rendered  unnecessary 
a  great  deal  of  the  debate  that  has  taken 
place  on  this  Supply  Bill. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Has  the  honorable 
member  no  mercy  at  all  in  his  bowels? 

Mr.  FRAZER.— I  do  not  know  that  I 
am  particularly  called  upon  to  show  mercy 
to  honorable  members  opposite  who  have  al- 
ready betrayed  every  trust  reposed  in  them 
by  tbeir  onstituents,  I  am. discussing  a 
proposed  vote  of  ;£ioo,ooo  bsmrards  the 
Treasurer's  Advance  Account.  I  have 
always  taken  up  the  attitude  that  public 
moneys  should  be  expended  only  upon  the 
direct  authority  of  Parliament.  I  am  pre- 
p.ired  to  admit  that  sometimes  exceptional 
circumstances  arise  which  render  it  neces- 
sary that  the  Treasurer  should  be  in  a  posi- 
tion to  meet  small  accounts,  but  when  he 


asks  the  authority  of  this  House  to  expend 
from  the  Treasurer's  Advance  Account  the 
sum  of  ;^ioo,ooo,  srane  explanati<xi  is 
necessary.  If  the  right  honorable  gentle- 
man had  intimated  yesterday  that  ^^80.000 
of  the  amount  would  be  expended  in  pay- 
ing for  works  already  authorized  by  Par- 
liament  

Sir  John  Qwck. — That  is  a  fact;  and 
500  men  will  be  out  of  work  in  a  week  un- 
less the  House  passes  this  money. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— I  am  very  pleased  that 
even  at  this  stage,  and  at  this  late 
hour  

Mr.  DeakiM. — Honor£d>le  members  op- 
posite were  told  that  last  night. 

Mr.  FRAZER. — Can  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter point  to  any  remarks  in  which  it  was 
stated  thit  ;^8o,ooo  of  the  ;^ioo,ooo 
proposed  as  an  advance  to  the  Treasurer 
would  be  expended  in  the  carrying  out  of 
works  already  authorized  by  Parliament? 

Mr.  Deakin. — Honorable  members  were 
told  that  the  money  was  required  for  work- 
men engaged  all  over  Australia  in  connexion 
with  works  carried  out  bv  day  labour. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— The  honorable  gentle- 
man is  capable  of  explaining  and  wriggling 
out  of  every  statement  made  by  him  in  this 
House.  I  am  acquainted  with  the  fact  with- 
out needing  further  evidence  of  it  to-night. 
Although  the  Treasurer  intimated  yester- 
day that  seme  of  the  money  wotild  be 
required  to  carry  on  public  works,  he  did 
not  indicate  that  anything  like  ^^80,000 
was  needed  for  that  purpose.  Had  the 
information  been  given  earlier,  the  debate 
would  probably  have  been  shorter. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — There  is  hardly  an 
item  in  the  Bill  which  does  not  cover  either 
salaries  or  contingencies.  * 

Mr.  FRAZER. — There  is  cme  such  item, 
amounting  to  about  ^100,000.  At  t«t 
minutes  to  12  o'clock  to-night,  after 
two  days'  discussion,  we  learn  from  the 
Treasurer  that  ^^80,000  is  needed  to  carry 
on  works  in  progress  under  the  control 
of  the  different  Departments. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  think  T  made  the 
statement  yesterday — :though  I  am  not 
certain.  The  informaticwi  was  contained  in 
the  statement  which  I  gave  to  the  Leader 
of  the  Opposition. 

Mr.  FRAZER. — I  paid  close  attention 
to  the  honorable  gentleman's  speech,  and 
did  not  hear  him  give  the  information. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — JJabour  members 
have  for  two  days  past  been  blocking  the 
payment  of  wages  to  working  men. 
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Mr.  FRAZER.— The  Minister  climbed 

into  Parliament  on  the  back  of  the  work- 
ing man,  and  then  deserted  him. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  am  sticking;  to 
him.  It  is  the  honorable  member  and 
his  party  who  are  deserting  and  fooling 
him. 

5Ir.  FRAZER.— The  Minister  is  stick- 
ing to  the  working  man.  as  he  has  stuck 
to  his  opinions  oa  land  taxation.  When 
I  hear  one  who  has  deserted  the  workers 
trying  to  throw  mud  at  those  who  are  stick- 
ing by  them,  I  am  naturally  indignant. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  hare  neither  de- 
serted, nor  fooled,  the  workers,  which  is 
what  the  Labour  party  is  doing. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— The  Minister  cannot 
fool  them  now,  because  they  know  that  he 
has  betrayed  them.  However,  I  do  not  wish 
to  enter  upon  a  personal  wrangle  with  him 
as  to  his  betrayal  of  the  cause  which  he 
previously  espoused.  Had  the  Treasurer 
given  last  night  the  information  which  we 
have  just  wrung  from  him,  there  would 
have  been  no  need  for  the  lengthy  dis- 
cussion which  we  have  had. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — He  did  give  it. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— The  "Minister  has  made 
so  many  statements  w-hich  he  cannot  sub- 
stantiate that  one  cannot  give  serious  at- 
tention to  his  remarks. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— I  could  get  my 
parrot  to  say  things  like  that. 

Mr.  FRAZER. — The  honorable  Minis- 
ter ought  to  get  the  electors  of  Parramatta 
to  send  his  parrot  here  instead  of  himself. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — At  all  events,  he 
would  be  better  than  the  honorable  mem- 
ber. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— We  have  nojr  dragged 
<£rtain  information  from  one  Minister  ajid 
another,  which  we  have  got  by  way  of  in- 
terjection or  in  little  bits  of  speeches.  After 

two  days'  debate,  we  have  succeeded  in 
obtaining  for  the  people  a  statement  as 
to  how  the  money  which  we  are  voting  is 
to  be  expended.  I  do  not  think  there  has 
been  undue  delay,  but  the  Government 
must  be  held  responsible  for  whatever  de- 
lay has  occurred,  because  the  Treasurer 
did  not,  on  introducing  the  Bill,  make  a 
proper  explanation  of  its  items. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — It  is  usual  to  post- 
pone such  an  explanation  to  the  Committee 
stage. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— The  Treasurer  did  not 
explain  the  Bill,  either  in  the  House  or 
in  Cconmittee.  Personally,  I  should  op- 
pose granting  even  two  days'  Supplv  to 


this  Government,  but  now  that  matters 
have  heea  straightened  out  a  little,  I  am 
prepared  to  let  the  Bill  go  through. 

Proposed  vote  agreed  to. 
Preamble  and  title  agreed  to. 
Bill  reported  without  amendment ;  re- 
port adopted. 

Bill  read  a  third  time. 

House  adjourned  at  11.57  P-'"- 


Senate. 

Thursda};  i  July,  1  pop. 


The  President  took  the  chair  at  2.30 

p.m.,  and  read  prayers. 

LAND  SETTLEMENT,  VICTORIA. 

Senator  GIVENS.— I  desire  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Vice-President  of  the 
Executive  Council  to  a  statement  made  by- 
Mr.  Membrey  in  the  Legislative  Assembly  of 
Victoria,  and  reported  in  the  Age  of  to- 
day, as  follows : — 

It  was  the  inteatioa  of  tbe  Victorian  Go- 
vernment to  propeed  with  the  policy  of  "  set- 
tling poor  people  on  the  poor  lands  of  the 
State.'' 

and  to  ask,  without  notice,  the  f<Jlowing 
questions : — 

I.  In  view  of  that  statement  of  the  policy  of 
the  State  Government  of  Victoria,  does  the 
Government  consider  that  the  vital  natioaal  need 
of  closer  settlement  and  largely  increasiog  the 
population  of  the  Commonwealth  by  giving 
vastly  increased  numbers  an  opportunity  of  mak- 
ing a  prosperous  living  on  the  land  can  safely 
be  left  in  the  hands  of  the  Tarioui  State  Go^ 
vemments. 

3.  Does  the  Government  approve  of  the  policjr 
of  "settling  poor  people  on  poor  land"? 

3.  Will  the  Government  consider  the  advis- 
ableness  of  taking  such  action  as  may  be  neces- 
sary to  insure  that  poor  people  will  be  afforded 
an  opportunity  of  settling  and  occupying  the 
good  lands  of  Australia? 

Senator  MILLEX. — I  ask  the  honorable 
senator  to  give  notice  of  the  questicms. 

ADVERTISING  AUSTRALIA, 

Senator  FIXDLEY.— I  beg  to  ask  tbe 
Vice-President  of  the  Executive  Council, 
without  notice,  whether  the  Gbvemnxxit  has 
negotiated,  or  intends  to  negotiate,  with 
the  proprietors  of  the  London  Daily 
ChroTjicle  for  .id\'ertising  or  other  s|Kice 
therein?  Digitized  by  GoOglc 
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Senator  MILLEN. — I  ask  the  honorable 
senator  to  give  notice  of  the  question. 

Senator  Findley. — Surely  the  Minis- 
ter can  say  whether  the  Government  has  or 
has  not. 

LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

Motion  (by  Senator  Walker)  agreed  to — 
Tbat  one  month's  leave  of  absence  be  granted 

to  Senator   Macfailaae  on  account  of  urgent 

private  business. 

SUPPLY  BILL  (No.  i). 

Finance  :  Commonwealth  and  States — 
New  Expenditure — Land  Monopoly — 
Naval  Defence  ;  Offer  of  Dread- 
nought— Reduction  of  Cable  Rates — 
Tkaining  of  Cadets — Tariff — Immi- 
gration— Land  Values  Taxation. 

Bill  received  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. 

Senator  Sir  ROBERT  BEST  (Victoria 
— Minister  of  Trade  and  Cusbxns)  [2.37]. 
— I  be;g  to  move — 

That  this  Bill  be  now  read  a  first  time. 

This  is  a  Bill  to  grant  and  apply  out  of 
the  Consolidated  Revenue  Fund  the  sum  of 
;^883,<S99.  That  amount  includes  a  sum 
of  ^763,699  fcff  ordinary  services,  trans- 
ferred and  other,  a  sum  of  ;£2o,ooo  for 
refunds  of  revenue,  and  a  sum  of  ^^100,000 
for  advance  to  the  Treasurer.  It  would 
be  quite  idle  for  me  to  ignore  the  fact  that 
various  objections  have  been  raised  in  C(xi- 
nexion  with  the  Bill.  The  first  objection 
which  seemed  at  one  time  tb  be  urged 
strenuously  was  that  it  was  at  least  some- 
what unusual,  if  not  improper,  to  attempt 
to  interrupt  certain  proceedings  elsewhere 
with  a  Bill  of  this  kind.  I  need 
only  point  out  that  if  that  objectim 
were  sustained  it  would  be  quite  open 
to  prolong  the  debate  on  a  want  of 
confidence  moti<Hi  fw  the  next  mcnth  or 
two,  and  in  the  meantime  the  public  ser- 
vants would  go  unpaid,  and  likewise  the 
public  creditors.  But  from  time  to  time 
various  political  parties  have  recognised 
that  such  a  position  would  be  illogical, 
and  they  have  laid  down  what  seems 
to  be  an  unanswerable  position.  In  1904. 
when  Sir  George  Turner  was  Treasurer, 
and  Supply  was  required  while  a  motion  of 
want  of  confidence  was  under  considera- 
tion, the  Leader  of  the  Opposition,  Mr. 
Watson,  said— 

I  admit  that  it  is  tmusual  to  interrupt  the 
debate  on  a  motion  of  want  of  confidence  with 


a  proposal  of  this  character;  but  I  do  not  see 
any  escape  from  the  situation.  We  must  meet 
the  enjjagcments  of  the  Commonwealth,  and,  in 
view  of  the  assurance  of  the  Treasurer  that  the 
Bill  contains  Do  items  beyond  those  usually  in- 
eluded  in  such  measures,  I  think  that  we  may 
safely  agree  to  pan  it. 

The  Supply  Bill  was  passed.  Again 
in  1907,  when  Sir  John  Forrest  was- 
Treasurer,  and  Supply  was  urgently  re- 
quired before  the  Address-in-Reply  had 
been  agreed  to,  the  Leader  of  the  dpposi- 
tion,  Mr.  Joseph  Cook,  stated  that  if  the 
Government  were  so  pressed  for  money  as 
to  make  the  grant  of  Supply  necessary  he 
would  offer  no  opposition,  and  it  was 
granted. 

Senator  Pearce.  —  Supply  for  two 
months  ? 

Senator  Sir  ROBERT  BEST.— If  my 
honorable  friends  will  allow  me,  I  shall 
endeavour  to  deal  with  these  (Ejections, 
and  submit  for  their  consideration,  in  the 
interests  of  public  business,  certain  features 
of  the  matter. 

Senator  Pearce. — Deal  with  what  objec- 
tions ? 

Senator  Sir  ROBERT  BEST.— I  trust 
that  the  facts  which  T  shall  ohce  before 
the  Senate  will  be  sufficient. 

Senator  Pearce. — With  what  obiections 
i.s  the  honorable  senator  going  to  deal  ? 

Senator  ^IcGregor. — No  objection  has 
been  raised  here  yet. 

Senator  Sir  ROBERT  BEST.~It  has 
been  stated  that  the  Government  have  stxne 
political  object  in  the  action  which  they 
are  taking.  So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  and 
I  sDeak  on  behalf  of  the  Government,  all 
that  we  desire  is  to  have  proper  facilities 
for  the  transaction  of  public  business. 
Nothing  whatever  beyond  that  is  present 
to  our  minds.  I  admit  that  it  is  urged — 
and  urged  very  strongly — that  it  is  some- 
what unusual  to  ask  for  two  months'  Sup- 
ply prior  to  the  delivery  of  the  Budget. 
But  I  would  sav  in  reply  that  it  is  by  no 
means  unusual  to  ask  for  Supply  prior  to 
the  deliverv  of  the  Budget.  The  Budgets 
of  the  Commonwealth  have  been  delivered 
at  various  times.  In  1901  the  Budget  was 
delivered  on  8th  October;  in  IQ02,  in  Sep- 
tember; in  190.^,  <m  the  28th  July;  in 
T004,  in  October  ;  in  1905.  on  the  22nd 
August ;  in  1906.  on  the  ,^ist  July ;  in 
1007,  on  the  8th  August ;  and  in  1908,  on 
the  14th  October.  I  venture  to  sav  that 
at  no  time  has  the  Commonwealth  Budget 
been  looked  forward  tr^^jtb^fffi^*^ 
rest  than  will  D^tt^y  V&'Wt'^traget  this 
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year.  Hence  it  would  be  simply  misleading 
the  Senate  to  suggest  for  a  moment  that  a 
new  Government  and  a  new  Treasurer  could 
hope  to  bring  the  Budget  before  Parliament 
prior  to  the  middle  or  perhaps  the  end  of 
August.  But  I  will  give  the  assurance  that 
the  Budget  will  be  brought  in  at  the  earliest 
possible  moment.  It  requires  careful  con- 
sideration in  its  preparation,  and  espe- 
■cialljr  so  when  it  is  borne  in  mind  that  

Senator  McGbegok. — We  have  read  all 
that  in  the  Age  already. 

Senator  Sir-  ROBERT  BEST.— I  am 
■very  glad  to  hear  it.  The  honorable  sena- 
tor has  been  very  well  instructed.  By 
reaswi  of  the  importance  of  the  Budget  this 
year,  it  would  be  idle  for  me  to  attempt 
to  suggest  that  there  is  much  likelihood  of 
its  being  delivered  before  the  end  of  August. 
The  Budget  will  have  to  deal  to  some  ex-  ■ 
tent  with  the  relationship  between  the  Com- 
mcmwealth  and  States.  It  will  have  to  deal 
with  the  question  of  old-age  pensions,  and 
with  a  number  of  cognate  important  mattes. 
It  is  usual  to  get  Supply  before  the  de- 
livery of  the  Budget.  If  we  take  the  last 
two  or  three  years,  we  shall  find  that  in 
1908,  three  months'  Supply  was  granted 
■on  loth  June. 

Senator  Txirley. — ^What  was  the  reason 
'for  that? 

Senator  Sir  ROBERT  BEST.— Because 
■of  the  advent  of  the  American  Fleet 

Senator  Findley. — And  the  Government 
want  two  months'  Supply  this  year  because 
■of  the  ad>'ent  of  the  fusicm  partv. 

Senator  Sir  ROBERT  BEST—We  ask 
ior  two  months'  Supply  because  the  Budget 
■cannot  be  ready  much  before  the  end  of 
that  period.  It  would  be  idle  to  waste  the 
time  of  Parliament,  and  to  delay  public 
business,  by  asking  for  one  mcmth's  Supply, 
■when  to  do  so  would  simply  mean  that  we 
should  have  to  bring  forward  another  Sup- 
ply Bill  in  a  mwith's  time ;  and  that  also 
would  be  introduced  before  the  Budget- 
Senator  FiNDLEV. — thought  that  the 
"Government  had  a  heaven-born  Treasurer, 
who  would  be  able  to  do  things  more 
■quicklv  than  any  one  else. 

Senator  Sir  ROBERT  BEST.— We  have 
a  Treasurer  who  will  try  to  do  his  duty  in 
the  public  interest. 

Scmator  W.  Russell. — ^The  Gov«nment 
will  keep  us  in  the  dark  in  the  meantime. 

Senator  Sir  ROBERT  BEST.— Honor- 
able senators  will  not  be  kept  in  the  dark. 
The  granting  of  Supply  to  meet  current 
-*~"enses  before  the  delivery  of  the  Budget 


is  not  an  unusual  thing.  While  it  is 
quite  true  that  Supply  has  been  granted  for 
one  month  in  the  past,  yet,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  there  have  been  nine 
occasicms  when  Supply  has  been  granted 
f<»r  two  mcmtbs,  and  cm  two  occasicns 
there  have  been  grants  of  Supplv  for 
three  mmths.  I  venture  to  say  that 
there  is  ccxisideiable  urgency  on  the  pre* 
srat  oocasioo.  While  it  is  quite  true  that 
the  piJ>lic  servants  axe  paid  fortnightly, 
and  that  their  salaries  will  not  beccxne  due 
until  about  the  middle  of  the  nu»ith,  there 
are,  nevertheless,  urgent  claims  which  have 
to  be  met.  I  may  specify  SOToe  of  these. 
There  is  a  sum  of  ;^30,ooo  which  should 
be  remitted  to  Londcn  to-day  in  ccmnexion 
with  the  postal  subsidy.  There  is  also  a 
sum  of  ;^28,ooo  which  should  be  remitted 
to-day  to  Western  Australia  in  oonnerioii 
with  some  Loidcxi  orders.  We  have  also 
to  pay  the  weekly  wages  of  a  number  of 
men  to-morrow.  If  it  be  desired  to  send 
a  clerk  away  te-morrow,  there  will,  unless 
this  Bill  is  passed,  be  no  money  in  the 
Treasury,  and  he  will  have  to  meet  his 
expenditure  in  the  meantime  out  of  bis 
own  pocket.  The  Post  Ofl5ce  has  to  pay 
non-contract  vessels  for  the  carriage  of 
mails.  We  also  have  to  pay  mail  contrac- 
tors and  other  persons  who  have  not  drawn 
their  accounts  on  the  30th  Jime.  There 
are  various  progress  payments  in*  coo- 
nexion  with  contracts  falling  due,  to  say 
nothing  whate^•er  about  the  general  wdin- 
ary  requirements  as  far  as  petty  cash  is 
concerned. 

Senator  Givens.  —  I  thought  it  was 
usual  for  the  Minister  to  make  an  ex- 
planation of  this  kind  at  the  seccmd  read- 
ing stage? 

Senator  Sir  ROBERT  BEST.— It  was 
only  right  that  I  should  follow  the  course 
that  I  am  pursuing,  and  supply  honorable 
senators  with  reasons  for  the  urgency  of 
this  measure. 

Senator  Gray. — Senator  Givens  would  be 
the  first  to  ccanplain  if  the  Minister  did 
not  do  so. 

Senator  Sir  ROBERT  BEST— Of 
course.  I  think  that  honorable  sena- 
tes are  entitled  to  some  assurance  so 
far  as  the  contents  of  the  Bill  are  con- 
cerned. I  have  especially  asked  the  cffi- 
cers  of  the  Treasury,  and  they  «ay  that  no 
amounts  are  included  in  the  Bill  except 
such  as  have  been  previously  voted,  and 
such  as  are  required  to  meet  ordinarv  re- 
curring expenses^igHi^Pby^aWJgfey  «" 
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special  expenditure  has  been  included. 
Under  these  circumstances  I  am  sure  that 
for  the  reasons  that  I  have  urged,  and  in 
the  public  interest,  honorable  senators  will 
not  hesitate  to  grant  the  request  that  is 
made.  As  regards  the  sum  of  ;£ioo,ooo 
which  is  included  in  the  Bill,  no  less  than 
j^So.ooo  lepresenta  the  estimated  sum 
vhich  has  to  be  paid  on  account  of  public 
works  during  the  two  months.  As  regards 
refunds  of  revenue,  ^^20,000,  the  amounts 
are  in  connexicm  with  objects  similar  to 
those  which  I  have  explained  frcwa  time 
to  time,  having  relatiwi  to  refunds  granted 
under  various  circumstances.  Having  re- 
gard to  the  urgency  which  I  have  explained, 
and  especially  to  the  fact  that  it  is  prac- 
.ticallv  impossible  for  the  Treasurer  to  get 
his  Budget  ready  much  befcffe  the  end  of 
Augiist  next.  '  I  submit  that  it  would  be 
waste  of  time  to  ask  for  less  than  two 
nxmths'  Supply. 

Senator  Stewart. — The  Treasurer  is 
too  slow.    Why  not  get  a  better  man  ? 

Senator  Sir  ROBERT  BEST.— In  the 
interest  of  the  speedy  transaction  of  public 
affairs,  I  trust  that  h<HX»able  senators  nill 
see  their  way  to  grant  the  Supply  asked 
for. 

Senator  McGREGOR  (South  Australia) 
[2.50]. — I  fanc>'  that  the  Minister  of  Trade 
and  Customs  must  have  something  on  his 
mind,  to  account  for  the  way  in  which  he 
has  suggested  that  there  may  be  a  very 
^at  deal  of  opposition  to  the  grant- 
ing of  Supply.  I  have  never  heard  ivom 
any  quarter  that  there  is  likely  to  be  any 
very  strenuous  opposition  in  the  Senate  to 
the  granting  of  Supply.  I  am  sure  that 
no  honorable  senator  on  this  side  has  any 
desire  to  block  the  business  of  the  country. 

Senator  Eraser. — That  is  good  news. 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — I  should 
think  so. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— Did  honorable 
senators  opposite  ever  imagine  anything 
else  ?  Already  I  have  remarked  by  way  <a 
interjection  that  all  that  we  beard  from 
Senator  Best  was  a  repetition  of  state- 
ments and  suggestions  which  had  appeared 
in  the  Melbourne  morning  newspapers.  It 
would  appear  that  the  Government  are 
taking  very  great  pains  to  prepare  the  minds 
of  the  public  for  something  which  tliey 
imagine  is  going  to  happen,  but  which  has 
not  occurred  to  any  one  else.  We  all  know 
that  at  the  beginning  of  the  financial  year 
it  is  necessary  that  the  Treasurer  should 
have  money  at  his  disposal  to  meet  claims 


that  may  be  made  upon  the  Government. 
No  one  has  ever  suggested,  especially  in  the 
Senate,  that  any  c^stacle  should  be  placed 
in  the  way  of  the  passage  of  a  Supply  Bill. 
But  what  I,  in  coram<»i,  I  believe,  with 
every  honorable  member  of  the  Opposition, 
do  object  to  is  that  we  should  be  asked  to 
depart  from  what  has  been  the  almost  in- 
variable practice  in  the  Commonwealth 
Parliament  since  its  incepti(Hi,  and  to 
grant  mate  than-one  month's  Supply,  un- 
less some  eiK^ptional  circumstances  justify 
such  action.  What  urgaicy  has  the  Minis- 
ter of  Trade  and  Customs  suggested  in 
justification  for  the  Government's  request  for 
two  months'  Supply  on  this  occasion?  Is 
the  American  or  the  Japanese  fleet  coming 
here  again?  Is  there  any  intention  that  the 
Senate  or  the  House  of  Representatives 
should  have  another  adjournment  over  three 
weeks,  or  over  A.  Icaiger  period,  with  the  re- 
sult that  Parliament  might  not  be  atting  at 
a  time  when  further  Supply  was  necessary, 
if  <xily  one  mcmth's  Supply  were  granted 
now? 

Senator  Vardon. — ^We  cannot  say  what 
will  happen. 

Senator  McGREGOR. — Xo  one  can  give 
the  Opposition  any  assurance  that  it  will  be 
the  same  Government  that  will  have  the 
privilege  of  spending  the  Second  month's 
SuppK'  as  the  Government  to  whom  the  first 
mwith's  Supply  is  granted.  And  it  is  just 
possible  that  the  Opposition  might  not  nave 
the  same  ccxifidence  in  any  other  Govern- 
ment that  they  have  in  the  present  Govern- 
ment. They  are,  therefore,  justified  in 
objecting  to  grant  Supply  for  a  longer 
period  than  is  absolutely  necessary.  I  am 
quite  sure  that  the  Opposition  will  be  will- 
ing to  grant  what  is  reallv  necessary.  The 
Minister  of  Trade  and  CustCMtis  has  given 
the  Senate  no  reason  why  more  than  one 
month's  Supply  should  be  granted.  I  hope 
that  good  health  will  continue  to  be  the 
portion  of  every  member  of  the  Senate,  and 
that  we  shall  all  be  here  next  month,  and 
able  to  grant  further  Supply,  or  take  any 
other  action  that  might  be  necessary  in  the 
interests  of  the  Conunon wealth.  I  have  no 
objecticKi  to  the  granting  of  Supply  on 
the  present  occasion,  but  I  do  object  to 
grant  two  months'  Supply,  and  at  the  pro- 
per time  I  shall  submit  an  amendment  con- 
fining tlie  request  to  one  month's  Supply. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE  (Western  Aus- 
tralia) [2.55]. — I  hope,  with  Senator 
McGregor,  that  only  one  month's  Supply 
will  be  granted  by  the^^nate.  1  The  in- 
troduction of  fh9S&KSl^^p®glQlas  year 
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after  year  been  responsible  for  delay  in  the 
delivery  of  the  Budget  statement,  and  few  the 
fact  that  members  of  the  Federal  Parlia- 
ment have  been  unable  to  get  a  grip  of 
4he  real  financial  positi<Hi  of  the  Common- 
-wealth  until  near  the  close  of  the  financial 
year.  There  may  be  some  excuse  for  grant- 
ing two  months'  Supply  pncnr  to  an  ad- 
jourmnent,  when  it  would  be  inccnvraient 
to  bring  aome  members  of  the  Fed^al 
Farliamoit  away  fnxa  their  homes  to  sup- 
plement the  Supply  already  provided  for, 
but  at  the  comm«Kement  of  a  session  no 
■earthly  reason  can  be  given  for  granting 
more  than  one  m<mth's  Supply.  I  do  not 
know  why  the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Cus- 
toms should  have  been  so  anxious  to  antici- 
pate opposition  to  his  request.  Of  course,  it 
is  the  business  of  the  Opposition  to  closely 
scrutinize  the  proposals  of  the  Govemmentt 
and  the  Opposition  in  the'  Senate  can  be 
depended  on  to  carry  out  that  duty  faith- 
fully. In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  pre- 
sent Treasurer  has  earned,  not  only  in  the 
Commonwealth,  but  in  the  State  of  West- 
■ern  Australia,  a  reputation  for  extravag- 
ance, and  remembering  that  the  right  hon- 
orable gentleman  reached  the  Treasurv  in 
a  way  which  reflects  very  little  credit  uf»on 
him,  we.  have  now  a  double  reason  for  the 
•closest  scrutiny  of  every  proposal  made 
by  him.  Senator  McGregor  has  referred 
to  newspaper  criticism  of  the  Opposition 
in  dealing  with  Supply  Bills.  The  Oppo- 
sition will  dor  nothing  which  would  be 
likely  to  injure  the  people  who  are  de- 
pendtfig  «i  thft  passage  of  a  Supplv  'I.ill 
for  the  payment  of  their  wages.  It  was 
by  such  people  that  the  members  of  the 
Opposition  were  returned  to  this  Parlia- 
ment, and  we  can  claim  to  have  theii  in- 
terests as  much  at  heart  as  hwiorable 
senators  opptMite.  I  refuse  to  be  dic- 
tated to  by  the  Age  newspaper.  The  Age 
may  dictate  to  Victorian  representatives. 

Senator  Fzndley. — To  sane  Vict«ian 
representatives. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— I  should  have 
Raid  to  some.  I  am  sure  the  Age  cannot 
dictate  to  Senator  Findley. 

Senator  Findley. — Some  Victorian  re- 
presentatives have  to  do  what  they  are  toM 
by  the  Age. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— Unfortunately, 
that  is  only  too  true; 

Senator  Frasek. — Is  that  so?  That  is 
dreadful. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— I  am  glad  that 
Senator  Frasw  stood  up  to  the  Age. 


Senator  Findley. — Senator  Fraser  had 
to  promise  the  Age  in  writing  that  he 
would  be  a  true  Protectionist. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— I  am  sorry 
that  the  honorable  senator  should  have  gme 
back  upon  that  promise.  I  know  that  the 
honorable  senator's  actira  was  challenged 
by  the  Age,  and  that  the  editor  of  that  jour- 
nal called  upon  him  to  resign,  because  he 
had  gone  back  cm  the  fiscal  promise  he 
gave  at  election  time. 

Senator  Erases. — Nothing  of  the  kind. 
The  honorable  senator  is  dreaming,  as 
Senator  McGregor  was. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— I  know  that 
Senator  McGregor  asked  ex-Senatcx*  Baker, 
when  President  of  the  Senale,  to  bring  the 
editor  of  the  Age  to  the  bar  of  this  Cham- 
ber for  making  such  charges  against  a' 
member  of  the  Senate.  1-  give  Senator 
Fraser  credit  for  having  on  that  occa- 
sion had  the  pluck  to  defy  the  Age, 
and  I  wish  there  were  others  of  his 
kind  in  Victoria,  who  would  stand 
up  to  the  Age  in  the  same  way.  At 
the  same  time  it  is  just  as  well  that  we 
should  let  it  be  known  that  the  members  of 
the  Opposition  are  here  despite  the  news- 
papers, and  that  thev  intend  to  remain  here. 
They  have  gained  their  present  positicm  ia 
politics  in  absolute  defiance  of  the  press. 
That  circumstance  in  itself  constitutes  the 
best  reason  why  we  should  pay  no  attention 
to  any  attempt  at  dictation  on  its  part. 
There  is  no  denying  the  fact  that  honorable 
(senators  opposite  are  the  creatures  of  the 
newspapers.  Only  yesterday  an  article 
was  published  in  the  Age  which  was  in  the 
nature  of  dictation  to  this  Parliam^t.  It 
described  the  Executive  of  the  day  as  a 
"Junta,"  and  said  that  if  the  gentlemen 
constituting  it  chose  to  follow  the  practice 
that  is  ordinarily  adopted  in  Parliament 
under  similar  circumstances  they  could  co- 
erce the  Opposition  into  passing  the  Supply 
Bill.  I  need  scarcely  remark  that  there  is 
precious  little  likelihood  of  the  present  Go- 
vernment threatening  a  dissolution.  It  is 
.nhout  the  last  thing  that  they  would  think 
of. 

Senator  Millen. — Resigning  their  offices 
was  the  first  thing  of  which  the  late  Go- 
vernment thought,  I  suppose? 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— The  sand-bag- 
ging tactics  that  were  employed  to  displace 
the  Fisher  Administration  constitute  abund- 
ant warrant  for  the  use  of  similar  tactics 
by  the  Opposition.  I  shall  embrace  the 
first  opportunity  Br|iikdii  bpxe»3l®gs@f  of 
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voting  for  the  extinction  of  tbe  present 
Ministry.  Certainly  the  people  are  anxious 
for  its  deposition.  They  recognise  that 
this  Parliament  has  no  right  to  exist  any 
longei.  At  every  meeting  which  I  have  ad- 
dressed in  Western  Australia  at  which  I 
have  made  that  statement  it  has  been  ap- 
plauded. The  electors  recognised  that  the 
Government  are  in  ofSce  under  false  pre- 
tences. Tf  the  passing  of  this  Supply  Bill 
were  necessary  to  enable  an  appeal  to  be 
made  to  the  electors  no  bbjection  would  be 
raised  to  it. 

Senator  Colonel  Neild.—  Then  why  did 
the  honorable  senator  head  a  requisition  to 
the  late  Government  begging  them  not  to 
seek  a  dissolution? 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— I  have  never 
headed  any  sudi  petiticn.  So  far  as  I 
am  awaxe,  there  has  been  no  such  petition 
by  any  outside  organization  or  by  any  in- 
dividuals. I  am  afraid  that  the  honorable 
senator  has  hold  of  the  wrong  end  of  the 
stick.  If  he  knows  that  anything  of  the 
kind  ever  took  place  it  is  his  duty  to  make 
the  information  public 

Senator  Colwiel  Neild. — I  do  not  wish 
to  expose  the  honorable  senator  and  his 
frieids. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— As  a  matter  of 
fact,  Senator  Neild  has  nothing  to  expose, 
otherwise  he  would  only  be  too  ready  to 
take  action.  The  fact  that  the  present 
Treasurer  has  a  reputation  for  extravagance 
throughout  the  Commonwealth  is  a  suffi- 
cient reason  why  we  should  not  grant  Sup- 
ply for  a  longer  period  than  is  necessary. 
For  that  reason  I  intend  to  support  the  pro- 
posal whidi  has  been  outlined  by  the 
Leader  of  the  Opposition. 

Senator  GIVENS  (Queensland)  [3-7]-— 
It  is  a  matter  for  regret  that  the  Govern- 
ment have  not  yet  taken  Parliament  and  the 
ccuntry  into  their  confidence  in  regard  to 
their  financial  proposals  for  the  ensuing 
few  years.  There  has  never  been  a  time  in 
the  history  of  the  Commcmwealth  when  the 
financial  outlook  pres^ted  so  many  prob- 
lems fOT  solution  as  it  does  at  present.  It 
is  extremely  desirable  that  the  country 
should  know  the  mind  of  the  political  con- 
glomeration  which  now  occupies  the  Tren- 
surv  benches  upon  this  m.itter.  It  will  be 
recollected  that  Mr.  Deakin  severely  criti- 
cised the  late  Prime  Minister  for  not  hav- 
ing been  sufficiently  definite  when  he  out- 
lined his  financial  proposals  at  Gympie. 
That  criticism  was  entirely  unwarranted, 
sedng  that  Mr.  Fisher  did  outline  as  much 


of  his  financial  proposals  and  of  the  means 
bv  which  he  intended  to  solve  the  financial 
problems  with  which  we  are  faced  as  the 
time  at  his  disposal  permitted.  But  such 
a  criticism  comes  with  all  the  more  ill  grace 
from  Mr.  Deakin,  seeing  that  since  his  as- 
sumption of  office  he  has  not  taken  the 
country  into  his  confidence  at  all  in  refer- 
ence to  the  financial  proposals  of  his  Go- 
vernment. Instead,  he  proposes  to  enter 
into  a  Ccmference  with  the  State  Premiers, 
and  I  believe  that  steps  are  now  being  taken 
to  arrange  such  a  gathering.  What  I  wish 
to  ask  is,  "  Who  are  the  State  Premiers 
that  they  should  be  consulted  in  this  matter 
by  the  Prime  Minister?" 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — The  honor- 
able senator's  statement  is  not  correct.  The 
Prime  Minister  has  never  made  a  suggestion 
of  the  kind. 

Senator  GIVENS.— We  see  it  stated  al- 
most daily  in  the  newspapers  that  the  Prime 
Minister  is  to  hold  a  Conference  with  the 
State  Premiers.  I  should  like  to  know 
what  standing  J  he  latter  gentlemen  have 
under  our  Ccmstitution  ?  This  Senate  was 
specially  created  to  safeguard  State  rights, 
and  fw  the  Prime  Alinister  to  confer  with 
the  Franicrs  of  the  States  upon  this  ques- 
tion is  an  abrogation  and  usurpation  of  its 
functions. 

Senator   Pearce. — The  Age  to-day  says 
that  the  Senate  is  an  excrescence. 

Senator  GIVENS. — Simply  because  this 
Chamber  has  not  fulfilled  the  wishes  of  the 
framers  of  the  Ccmstitution  in  that  it  has 
not  proved  a  stronghold  for  wealth  and 
.social  influence,  the  Age  attempts  to  ignore 
it.  I  repeat  that  the  Senate  was  consti- 
tuted for  the  express  purpose  of  protecting 
State  rights,  and  therefore  it  is  the  tribunal ' 
which  should  be  consulted  upon  the  finan- 
cial problems,  with  which  we  are  faced  and 
not  the  State  Premiers.  I  wish  now  to 
point  out  the  absurdity  of  the  financial 
schemes  which  have  been  suggested  by  these 
gmtlemen.  As  honorable  senators  are 
aware,  several  of  these  Conferences  have 
been  held,  at  which  both  the  Prime  Minister 
and  the  Treasurer  of  the  Commonwealth 
have  been  present.  T  have  no  objectiOT  to 
the  Prime  Minister  receiving  suggestions 
from  the  State  Premiers  just  as  he  might 
receive  them  frcrni  other  citizens  of 
the  Commonwealth.  What  I  oxnplain 
of  is  that  by  meeting  them  in  Con- 
ference and  discussing  with  them  the 
matters  to  wHch  have  referred,  he  is 
ignoring  the  Senate  as  the  Chamber  which 
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is  specially  representative  of  State  interests, 
and  treating  the  Premiers  as  if  they  were 
the  custodians  of  State  interests,  whereas, 
under  the  Constitution,  tliey  have  no  stand- 
ing. In  their  earlier  Conferences  the  Pre- 
miers wanted  a  continuation  of  that  section 
of  the  Ccmstitution  which  is  known  as  the 
Biaddw  "blot/'  and  under  which  three- 
fourths  of  the  total  net  revenue  from  Cus- 
toms and  E^se  is  returnable  to  the  States 
until  the  end  of  1910.  They  did  not  care 
a  straw  about,  and  would  give  no  considera- 
tion to,  the  requirements  of  the  Common- 
wealth. At  the  last  Conference,  held 
in  Hobart,  they  modified  that  proposi- 
tion, and  asked  that  three-fifths  of  the 
total  revenue — not  the  total  net  revenue, 
mind — from  Custons  and  Excise  should 
be  returned  to  the  States  for  all  time. 
They  asloed  that  that  provision  should 
be  embodied  in  the  Constitution,  so 
that  it  could  not  at  any  time  be  altered,  no 
matter  what  the  exigencies  or  requirements 
of  the  Federal  Government  or  Parliament 
might  be,  without  an  appeal  to  the  people. 
That  is  an  absurd  and  ridiculous  proposi- 
tion. No  Federal  Parliament,  having  the 
interests  of  the  people  of  Australia  at 
heart,  would  for  a  mnomt  consider  it, 
much  less  ccmsent  to  it.  There  is  no  need, 
and  would  be.  no  need,  f<H-  the  Common- 
wealth to  return  a  single  farthing  to  the 
States,  except  for  the  desire  of  the  States 
to  get  a  large  return  from  indirect  taxa- 
tion. There  would  be  no  need  for  the 
,  Commonwealth  to  raise  a  shilling  for  the 
States,  or  return  a  shilling  to  them,  were  it 
not  for  the  desire  of  the  State  Premiers  to 
have  a  large  porti<xi  of  their  revenue  raised 
by  indirect  taxation. 

SenatOT  St.  Ledger. — They  have  to  meet 
the  interest  on  their  debts. 

Senator  GIVENS.— I  will  come  to  that 
point  directly.  My  statement  is  borne  out 
by  the  fact  that,  apart  frwn  the  Custwns 
and  Excise  revenue,  the  States  have  the 
whole  field  of  taxation  open  to  them.  If 
they  want  to  raise  mcxi^  by  direct  taxation 
as  against  indirect  taxation,  they  can  raise 
as  much  as  they  please  without  let  or  hind- 
rance from  anybody.  It  is  an  absolutely 
demoralizing  principle,  which  cannot  be  up- 
held by  anybody,  thai  one  authority  should 
be  responsible  for  raising  the  money  and 
that  another  authority  should  have  the 
spending  of  it  without  any  responsibility. 
Tf  there  is  any  possible  loop-hole  for  getting 
away  from  such  a  pernidous  principle,  we 
should  immediately  embrace  it.  Senator 


St.  Ledger  interjected  that  the  States  have 
to  meet  the  interest  on  their  debts.  If  there 
is  any  interest  to  be  found  over  and  above 
the  amount  produced  from  the  works  on 
which  the  loan  mcmev-  was  spent,  the  pxoper 
persons  to  pay  that  interest  are  the  men 
who  have  derived  a  benefit  fiom  the  expw- 
diture,  and  not  the  poor  m&i,  who  are  taxed 
by  indirect  taxation.  If  there  is  a  deficit 
<m  the  wOTking  of  the  railways  of  any- 
State,  the  proper  men  to  pay  it  are  those 
who  have  reaped"  an  enormous  advantage 
in  the  added  ^alue  given  to  the  land  bv 
reason  of  their  construction. 

Senator  Millen. — What  the  honorable 
senator  means  is  some  of  them,^  because  he 
proposes  to  exempt  certain  m«i  who  share 
that  benefit. 

Senator  GIVEXS. — I  do  not  mean  scxae 
of  them  at  all.  If  there  was  a  proper 
system  by  which  lands  along  existing  lines 
were  fully  and  profitably  occupied,  all  the 
railways  would  pay ;  but  it  is  because  the 
lands  are  locked  up,  and  population  is  pro- 
hibited frc»n  using  them,  that  the  traffic  on 
the  railways  is  not  sufficient  to  make  them 
pay.  I  repeat  that  the  persons  who  have 
derived  a  benefit  from  the  expenditure  of 
the  money  are  the  proper  ones  to  provide 
any  deficit  in  the  interest,  and  any  pro- 
posal we  m&ke  for  an  exemption  from  taxa- 
tion has  nothing  to  do  with  the  States. 
It  is  their  business  to  raise  the  money,  and 
the  proper  perswis  from  whom  they  should 
raise  it  are  those  who  have  derived  a  benefit. 
That  is  my  reply  to  Senator  St.  Ledger. 
I  am,  and  always  have  been,  opposed  to 
indirect  taxation.  It  is  a  cunningly 
devised  scheme  by  which  wealthy  people 
have  been  able  to  escape  their  proper 
share  of  taxation,  and  place  it  on  the 
shoulders  of  the  poor.  We  need  only 
study  the  history  of  indirect  taxaticwi, 
and  the  speeches  which  have  been  made 
from  time  to  time  by  men  who  were 
proposing  it  in  Great  Britain  to  find 
that  that  was  their  motive.  One  of  than  de- 
clared, only  a  little  while  ago,  that  if  he 
were  to  ask  for  that  amount  of  direct  taxa- 
tion, which  he  was  expecting  to  receive 
from  the  increase  in  indirect  taxation,  it 
would  cause  a  "  bloody  revolution."  These 
were  his  exact  words,  not  mine,  nor  was 
he  using  the  great  Australian  expletive. 
He  was  using  the  word  in  its  literal  sense. 
The  position  assumed  bv  the  State  Pre- 
miers at  their  last  Conference  that  three- 
fifths  of  the  total  revenue^  from  Cnstoms 
and  Excise  shouRlitit^ '^r^tdt^g^Mbem, 
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simply  means  that  if  this  Parliament  were  that  way,  then  we,  on  this  side,  are  going 

to  accede  to  the  request  they  would  have  to  to  do  our  very  utmost  to  secure  a  Tariff 

pile  on  the  people  an  additional  50  per  cent  which  will  be  effective  in  that  direction, 

of  indirect  taxation,  mostly  to  be  borne  by  I  do  not  want  to  raise  a  shilling  by  Custcans 

the  poor  people,  as  I  intend  to  prove  imme-  or  Excise  except  on  atcoholjc  liquet', 

diately.    One  of  my  great  objections  to  in-  S«iator   Mulcahv.— How   loig  would 

direct  taxati<»i  is  that  it  causes  a  far  grenier  the  honorable  senator  reign  as  Treasurer  if 

burden  on  the  people  who  pay  it  than  the  he  did. 

actual  amount  of  the  tax.     Every  stew-  Senator  GIVEXS. — We  often  hear  that 

keeper,  every  hotelkeeper,  every  man  who  sort  of  thing.    A  Treasurer  says  "Oh,  if 

deals  in  articles  which  we  wear,  eat,  and  you  were  Treasurer  for  a  little  while,  \ou 

use,  is  a  collector  of  the  tax,  and  must  be  would  find  out  the  difficulty."    The  poor 

paid  for  his  work.    Indirect  taxation  means  man  is  always  the  nearest  person  for  a 

that  not  OTily  will  the  taxpayer  have  to  pay  Treasurer  to  jump  on,  and  with  a  great 

the  amount  of  the  tax,  but  he  will  also  statesman  like  Senator  Mulcahy,  who  graced 

have  to  pay  a  profit  and  interest  on  the  the  Tasmanian  Ministry  for  a  while,  and 

tax.    He  will  have  to  pay  a  profit  on  the  made  such  a  mess  of  things  that  popula- 

tax  because,  when  a  merchant  buys  jQioo  tion  is  leaving  the  State  even  to  this  day, 

worth  of  goods,  on  which  he  will  have  to  that  was  their  great  remedy,  to  pounce  upon 

pay  a  duty  of  £2$,  the  merchant,  if  he  the  poor  man,  and  to  allow  the  escape  of 

is  ncM  to  go  insolvent,  must  make  a  profit  the  rich  man,  who  has  the  press  beh^d 

not  on  £100,  but  on  jQi^S,  and  the  un-  him  to  hunt  the  Minister  out  of  office 

fortunate  user  of  the  articles  has  to  find  if  he  does  not  do  the  rich  man's  bidding, 

that  profit  in  addition  to  the  tax.    And  as  Treasurers  have  always  to  turn  to  indirect 

most  business  men  are  working  on  accom-  taxation,  because  they  get  at  the  great  mass 

modation  from  the  banks,  every  time  the  of  the  people   who   have  not   a  voice 

merchant  pays  the  duty,  the  interest  thereon  in  the  press  to  speak  for  them,  and  who, 

is  going  on,  and  the  customer  has  to  find  until  late  years,  had  no  representati<m  in 

that  interest  as  well  as  a  profit.   Thtis  the  Parliament.    These  were  the  men  whom 

unfortunate  taxpayer,  by  this  diabolical  the  heaven-born  financiers  who  have  gov- 

sinful  method  of  taxation,  has  to  pay  not  emed  the  country  for  so  long,  and  thought 

only  the  tax,  but  also  a  profit  and  interest  it  to  such  a  disgraceful  position,  pounced 

on  the  tax.    It  may  be  said  that  I  have  upon. 

^•oted  for  the  imposition  of  that  sort  of  Senator  Fhaser.— This  is  the  wealthiest 

taxation.    I  have  never  done  anything  of  countrv  on  God's  earth, 

the  kind.    I  have  voted  for  the  highest  Senator    GIVENS. — Of    course,  mv 

protective  duties  I  could  get.  but,  when-  honorable  friend  can  easilv  sav  that.  He 

ever  I  have  seen  a  purely  revenue  duty.  T  enjovs  all  the  good  things  of  life.  In  fact, 

have  conscientiously  and  consistently  voted  Solcwnon  in  all  his  glory  was  a  fool  to  the 

against  it.     The  only  revenue  dutv  for  honorable  senator,  because,   so  far  as  I 

which  I  have  ever  voted,  or  will  ever  vote,  can  learn,  he  did  not  have  two  or  three 

is  a  dutv  on  alcoholic  liquor.  motor-cars  to  carry  him  round. 

Senator  Clemons. — ^What  is  the  simple  Senator  Fraser'. — have  worked  a  jollv 

Tariff  of  the  honorable  senator  returning?  sight  harder  than  the  honorable  senates 

Senator  GIVENS.— The  whole  field  of  has  ever  done, 

taxation  is  wide  open  to  the  States.  Senator  GIVENS.— Last  year  the  total 

.  Senator  Clemons. — How  much  mcmey  receipts  frwn  the  Tariff  amounted  to  less 

has  the  honorable  senator  helped  to  raise?  than         000,000.     If   it  ctmtihues  to 

Senator    GIVENS. — During    the    last  have  the  effect  which  we  are  entitled  to 

financial  year  the  present  Tariff  produced  expeot,  owing  to  its  protective  incidence, 

less  than  Xii'0°o<ooo.  If  the  result  which  then   undoulSedly   the   revenue   will  de- 

we,  who*l«lieve  in  Protection,  hope  for,  crease  year  by  year,  and  at  the  end  of 

accrues,   the  revenue  will   be  constantly  igio  he  would  be  a  verv  sanguine  man 

diminishing,    because    if   the   Tariff    is  who  would  expect  it  to  yield  one  shilling 

effective,  it  will  induce  the  local  manu-  more  than  /"lo. 000, 000.    I  do  not  think 

facture    of    the    goods,     and,    conse-  any  one  can  dispute  that  it  is  scarcely 

quently,    thev    will    pay    no    duty.    I  within  the  bounds  of  possibility  that  it 

assure    my    honorable    iFriends    opposite  will  produce  more  than  that  amount  at  the 

that  unless  the  Tariff  is  effective    in  end  of  next  veBSiiizeiSIBblrt^ftQgl^,  what 
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does  the  proposal  of  the  late  Premiers' 
Conference  amount  to?  They  say  that  we 
must  return  to  the  States  three-fifths  of 
the  total  revenue  from  Custcwns  and  Ex- 
cise. Examine  ica  a  moment  what  the  re- 
quirements of  the-  OmnKHiwealth  are 
likely  to  be  at  the  «id  of  1910.  We  find 
that  during  last  year  the  total  estimated 
revenue  from  the  Post  and  Telegraph  De- 
partment was  ;^3.483.ooo.  The  expendi- 
ture was  estimated  to  be  ;^S,046,y$j  ;  not 
including  works  and  buildings.  In  addi- 
tion to  that,  a  sum  of  ^£552,000  was  to  be 
spent  on  works  and  buildings.  The  total 
expenditure  for  the  year  from  the  Post  and 
Telegraph  Department  was  j£3»598,7Si ; 
leaving  outside  of  that  siun  ;£i5,75i  esti- 
mated. I  am  quite  well  aware  that  the 
amount  spent  cm  wcM'ks  and  buildings  last 
year  was  exceptionally  high.  It  was  con- 
siderably over  ;^50o,ooo.  But  in  this  ex- 
penditure is  not  included  a  single  shilling 
for  interest  on  works  and  buildings,  on 
which  a  large  amount  of  public  money  has 
been  spent ;  nor  has  a  shilling  been  charged 
for  sinking  fund  to  redeem  the  loans  from 
which  those  buildings  were  erected. 
Therefore,  it  is  a  safe  thing  to  say  that 
the  total  amount  of  our  expenditure  last 
year  is  about  the  amount  of  expenditure 
that  we  shall  have  to  face  year  by  year. 
That  being  so  our  absolute  total  expendi- 
ture, including  that  on  posts  and  tele- 
graphs, was  estimated  to  be  j£6. 513,799. 
If  we  take  frcMn  that  the  receipts  frcHU 
the  Post  Office,  it  will  be  seen  that 
an  amount  of  ;^3,i3o,779  had  to  be 
taken  from  the  Cust(xns  and  Excise  re- 
venue to  make  good  the  expenditure  of  the 
Commonwealth.  In  the  immediate  future 
that  amount  will  have  to  be  very  largely 
increased.  As  a  matter  of  fact  it  will  have 
to  be  increased  this  year  in  consequence  of 
a  further  deficit  <»i  account  of  the  Post 
and  Telegraph  Department ;  because  I 
understand — the  figures  are  not  yet  avail- 
able—that the  estimate  of  total  receipts 
from  the  Post  and  Telegraph  De- 
partment will  not  be  realized  by  about 
_;^7o,ooo.  Therefore,  that  additional  de- 
ficit will  have  to  be  added  cm  to  the  amount 
which  we  had  to  draw  from  Customs  and 
Excise  revenue  for  the  various  services  of 
the  Commonwealth.  In  the  immediate 
future — in  fact,  beginning  to-day — we  have 
an  enormously  increased  expenditure  to  face. 
We  have  the  expenditure  for  old-age  pen- 
sions, which  will  be  at  least  ;£i,5oo,ooo 
per  annum ;  some  authorities  say  that  it 
Senator  Givem, 


will  be  ^£250,000  more.  But  accepting 
the  lower  estimate,  we  must  face  that  ex- 
penditure. Honorable  sCTiators  must  recog- 
nise, however,  that  the  whole  of  that  is  not 
new  expenditure.  It  is  not  an  added  burden 
upon  the  people.  When  we  assume  that 
expenditure  we  relieve  the  States  of  a  great 
part  of  the  expenditure  which  they  have 
hitherto  been  incurring  in  that  directim. 
Then,  again,  we  shall  have  facing  us 
an  increase  in  our  military  and  naval 
expenditure  to  the  tune  of  ^£500,000 
a  year.  Everybody  is  agreed  as  to 
that.  It  is  not  a  party  question.  We 
.'ill  agree  that  we  must  put  our  defences  <xt 
a  better  footing.  If  that  be  so,  then  un- 
doubtedly we  must  be  prepared  to  find  the 
money.  Every  one  is  agreed  that  the 
minimum  for  which  we  can  put  our 
Military  and  Naval  Forces  on  anything  like 
an  efficient  footing,  is  an  extra  ;£soo,ooo 
per  annum.  We  shall  have  to  take  over 
the  Northern  Territory,  which  is  another 
thing  that  is  necessary  for  our  national 
development.  We  shall  have  to  find  the 
money  for  that.  The  best  estimate  which 
we  can  get  shows  that  in  order  to  take 
over  the  Northern  Territory  and  meet  the 
deficit  on  the  public  debt  o"f  the  Territory, 
and  to  find  money  for  development,  the 
cost  will  be  not  less  than  ^£200, 000  per 
annum.  Then  we  shall  have  the  Capital 
Site  Bill  to  face.  I  hope  that  my  honor- 
able friends  on  the  Governmrart  benches 
will  show  a  little  more  earnestness  in  con- 
nexion with  that  questiOT  dian  their  pre- 
decessors did,  with  the  exception  of  the 
Labour  Government.  I  trust  that  they 
will  do  something  to  push  the  maher  for- 
ward. They  should  do  something  defi- 
nite, and  not  merely  talk  about  it.  As  I 
have  said,  the  expenditure  in  connexion 
with  the  Federal  Capital  will  be  at  least 
_;£2oo,ooo  per  annum  for  a  few  years. 
Then,  again,  we  are  going  to  take  over 
quarantine  and  the  lighting  service 
around  our  coasts,  as  well  as  several 
other  services,  which  I  put  down 
as  costing  us  another  j£ioo,ooo  a 
year.  The  total  added  expenditure 
on  the  most  moderate  estimate  is 
;£2.5oo,ooo  a  year.  That  sum,  ^dded  to 
the  ^3,200,000  which  we  had  to  take  from 
Customs  and  Excise  revenue  this  year, 
makes  a  total  of  ^£5 ,800,000,  which  we  can 
foresee  that  we  shall  have  to  incur  at  once. 
We  shall  ha^-e  to  make  that  sum  good,  in 
addition  to  our  Post  and  Telegraph  ex- 
penditure, out  of  our  Custbms  and  Excise 
revenue.  That  means,  if  it  means,  anj-thing. 
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that,  at  the  end  of  1910,  our  requirements 
from  our  own  sources  of  taxaticxi,  in  addi- 
ticm  to  our  revenue  from  Post  and  Telegraph 
Department,  will  be  ;^6,ooo,ooo  per  annum. 
We  have  a  few  additional  small  items  of  re- 
venue  which  are  hardly  worth  taking  into 
account.  We  derive  a  small  amount  from 
copyright,  patents,  and  trade  marks,  but 
the  receipts  are  very  small,  and  do  not 
materially  affect  the  calculation.  If  honor- 
able senators  have  followed  me  so  far,  they 
will  see  that,  whereas  our  expectation  of 
revenue  from  Customs  and  Excise  at  the  end 
of  1910  amounts  to  only  ;^io,ooo,ooo  per 
annum,  at  that  time  the  necessary  expendi- 
ture which  will  have  to  be  incurxed  out  of 
the  Cust<»is  and  Eiunse  revenue  will  have 
amounted  to  no  less  than  ;^6,ooo,ooo  per 
annum. 

Senator  Millen. — That  leaves  only 
j^4,ooo,ooo  for  the  States,  then? 

Senator  GIVENS. — Under  the  present 
system,  it  leaves  only  ;^4,ooo,ooo  for  the 
States.  What  do  the  Government  propose? 
If  the  State  Premiers  had  their  way,  we 
should  have  to  raise  ;£9, 000,000  for  them. 
That  is  to  say,  we  should  have  to  raise  a 
total  of  ^15,000,000  per  annum  from  Cus- 
toms and  Excise.  In  other  words,  seeing 
that  under  present  arrangements  our  re- 
ceipts cannot  be  expected  to  be  more  than 
0,000,000  frcKn  Customs  and  Excise, 
we  should  have  to  increase  the  taxaticHi  on 
the  poor  people  of  this  country  by  50  per 
cent,  in  order  to  give  the  State  Premiers 
the  amount  that  they  are  demanding. 

Senator  Millen. — ^Would  the  honorable 
senator  advocate  giving  the  States  mly 
000,000  ? 

Senator  GIVENS.— I  stand  by  the 
policy  enunciated  by  Mr.  Fisher  at 
Gympie,  in  which  he  said  that  we  should 
dive  to  the  States  X'ltOoo.ooo  per  annum. 
In  mv  opinion,  that  would  be  exceptionallv 
generous  treatment.  I  should  like  to  know 
frtMn  the  Vice-President  of  the  Executiw 
Council  what  this  Government  propose  to 
<\o. 

Sonntor  Mit.len. — All  in  good  time. 

Senator  GIVENS.— The  people  have  a 
right  to  know  what  they  propose  to  do. 
That  is  the  position.  We  cannot  under  our 
present  Tariff  expect  a  revenue  of  more 
than  ;^io,ooo,ooo  per  annum  at  the  end 
of  1910.  If  we  are  to  return  to  the  States 
three-fifths  of  that  amount,  then,  in  order 
to  raise  a  sum  necessary  to  find  ;^6,ooo,ooo 
per  annum  ourselves,  we  sliall  require  to 
raise  from  Customs  and  E»nse  a  total  of 


;£i5,ooo,ooo.  We  shall  be  c<Hnpelled  to 
increase  the  burden  of  taxataon  upm  the 
people  of  this  country  by  50  per  oait.,  and 
X  say,  as  <xie  monber  of  this  Parliament, 
that  neither  now,  nor  in  the  future,  will  I 
ever  consent  to  an  iniquitous  system  of  that 
kind.  And  all  foe  what?  In  wder  that 
the  wealthy  people  of  this  country  may  es- 
cape their  just  share  of  taxatitm,  we  are  to 
pile  another  50  per  cent,  on  the  backs  of 
the  pOOT. 

Senator  Millen. — Who  has  put  that 
scheme  forward? 

Senator  GIVENS.— The  State  Premiers, 
at  their  last  Conference.  But  what  is  my 
honorable  friend's  in^tion?  That  is  what 
I  want  to  know.  That  is  what  we  have  1 
right  to  know,  and  what  the  country  wishes 
to  know  now.  I  have  given  the  actual  offi- 
cial figures.  I  have  cut  down  the  estimates 
of  the  added  new  expenditure  to  the  very 
lowest.  In  order  to  carry  out  the  duties 
which  have  been  cast  upon  us  by  the  people 
of  Australia  when  thev  adopted  the  Com- 
mcxiwealth  Constitution,  we  shall  have  to 
meet  this  extra  new  expenditure. 

Senator  St.  Ledger. — Mr.  Fisher  was 
leaving  us  in  a  very  tipht  place,  according 
to  the  honorable  senator's  figures. 

Senator  GIVENS.— Mr.  Fisher  put  for- 
ward, in  addition  to  the  Customs  and  Ex- 
cise revalue,  methods  of  direct  taxation. 
He  put  forward  methods  of  raising  nKMiey 
by  proposing  that  the  Ccxnmcmwealth  as 
the  national  custodian  should  take  charge 
of  a  naticHial  currency.  But  what  does 
this  Government  propose  to  do?  Do  they 
propose  anything  in  the  nature  of  direct 
taxation?  Do  they  propose  anything  in 
the  direction  of  a  national  currencj^,  ex- 
cept with  regard  to  the  coining  of  silver? 
Does  this  Government  propose  to  do  any- 
thing to  raise  the  money  which  is  required, 
not  only  for  the  purposes  of  the  Common- 
wealth, .but  to  satisfy  the  inordinate 
deman^ls  of  the  State  Premiers?  Do  thev 
propose  anything  except  indirect  taxati(»i? 
That  is  what  we  are  interested  in  finding 
out.  In  addition  to  what  I  have  stated, 
there  is  another  matter  which  I  have  not 
mentioned.  This  Government  propose  to 
give  a  Dreadnought  on  behalf  of  Aus- 
tralia to  Great  Britain,  thus  incurring 
another  ^2,000,000  of  expenditure,  with- 
out saying  a  word  as  to  where  cme  farthing 
of  the  monev  is  to  come  frc«n.  The  new 
expenditure  from  which  there  is  no  ejtcape 
will  amount  to  at  least  ^^2ijpo,ooo  a 
year.      If    thgigiti^ii&iAQRg^d  this 
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Government,  are  going  to  do  their  duty  by 
the  Conrnion  wealth,  so  as  to  provide 
efficiently  for  old-age  pensions,  to  provide 
for  eflfident  Naval  and  Military  Fcwces,  and 
for  the  taking  over  of  the  Nocthem  Terri- 
tory  

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — What  does 
the  haiorable  senator  put  down  for  the 
new  Militan-  and  Naval  expertditure? 

Senator  GIVENS.— The  modest  sum 
of  j^5oo,ooo  a  year ;  ajid  on  account  of 
the  Northern  Territory,  I  put  down 
;^200,ooo  a  yeax.  I  have  purposely 
framed  these  estimates  very  low. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Syhon. — Has  the 
honcffabte  senator  provided  for  paying 
South  Australia  the  ;^3, 000,000  expended 
in  the  Northern  Territory  ? 

Senator  GIVENS. — I  think  that  Aus- 
tralia will  do  her  duty  if  we  take  over  the 
Territory,  together  with  the  debt. 

Senator  Sit  Josiah  Symon. — Why 
should  the  Commonwealth  take  South  Aus- 
tralia's propertv  without  paying  for  it? 

Senator  GIVENS.— I  think  there  is  a 
little  confusion  in  the  honorable  senator's 
mind  as  to  what  I  mean.  What  I  am  pro- 
posing is  that  the  C<xnm(xiwealth  should 
take  over  the  Northern  Territory,  together 
with  the  debt  with  which  it  is  properly 
saddled. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — Take  the 
responsibilitv  for  the  ;^3,ooo,ooo? 

Senator  GIVENS. — Yes;  and  pay  the 
interest  on  it. 

Senator  Clemons.  —  In  other  words, 
Senator  Givens  does  not  propose  to  pay 
anvthing  for  the  equity  of  red^ption. 

Senator  GIVENS.— No;  I  do  not  think 
there  is  any  equitv  of  redemption  on  ac- 
count of  the  Northern  Territory,  because, 
unfortunately,  it  has  been  a  losing  con- 
cern for  the  South  Australian  people. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — What  does 
the  honomble  senator  alTow  for  the  rail- 
wav  from  Oodnadatta  to  Pine  Creek? 

Senator  GIVENS. — In  my  anxietv  to 
cut  down  the  Estimates  as  low  as  possible, 
I  have  provided  nothing  eitfier  for  the 
railway  from  Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta, 
or  for  the  Oodnadatta  to  Pine  Creek  line. 

S.?nator  Pearce. — ^The  honorable  sena- 
tor has  only  taken  what  Parliament  is  al- 
xe.Tdv  committed  to. 

Senator  GIVENS.— I  have  taken  what 
the  Commoinwealth  Government  is  com- 
mitted to  up  to  the  present.  T  challenge 
any  one  to  show  that  my  figures  are  incor- 
rect.    I  say  again,  that  we  have  a  right 


to  know  •what  the  Government  propose  to 
do  to  solve  this  important  financial  prob- 
lem. As  far  as  I  can  see,  there  has  been 
an  organized  ccmspiracy  among  the  wealthy 
peopte  of  Australia  for  a  ocxisiderable 
time  to  escape  their  proper  share  of  taxa- 
tion, and  to  drive  this  Commonwealth  into 
a  borrowing  policy  on  th*  one  hand,  and 
into  a  policy  of  raising  revenue  by  rneans 
of  extra  Customs  and  Excise  taxation  on 
the  other.  Ever  since  the  first  Tariff  was 
passed  there  has  been  an  outcry,  and  more 
than  aae  attempt  which  I  am  sorry  to  say 
was  nearly  successful  on  cxie  occasion,  to 
saddle  the  poor  people  with  an  extra  large 
share  of  the  cost  of  Government,  by  impos- 
ing taxation  on  such  necessaries  of  life  as 
tea  and  kerosene.  Is  that  the  remedy 
which  the  Government  intend  to  propose. 
If  it  be  they  must  expect  the  most  strenuous 
opposition  they  have  ever  had  to  face. 
As  soon  as  mention  of  a  land  tax  is 
made  in  Parliament  the  cry  of  confiscation 
is  raised,  although  we  know  that  the  land- 
lords are  the  greatest  oxifiscators  in  the 
country.  Australia,  has  a  public  debt  of 
over  ;^2^o,ooo.ooo.  The  greater  pcMtion 
of  the  mone>-  borrowed  has  been  spent  on 
the  construction  of  railways,  the  improve- 
ment of  harbours  and  rivers,  and  the  erec- 
tion of  public  buildings,  and  as  a  result  of 
this  expenditure,  the  private  owner  of  land 
has  had  the  value  of  his  property  doubled, 
trebled,  and  quadrupled.  It  is  the  general 
taxpayer  who  all  the  time  is  called  upon  to 
pay  the  interest  on  the  borrowed  money, 
the  expenditure  of  which  has  added  to  the 
value  of  privately  owned  land.  The  pri- 
vate owners  of  land  ccmfiscate  every  year 
the  value  which  public  expenditure  has 
created.  They  are  the  great  confiscators  of 
the  countr\'. 

Senator  Lt.-Colonel  Cameron. — I  am 
sure  the  honorable  senator  does  not  believe 
that. 

Senator  GIVENS. — It  is  as  clear  as  a 
problem  in  Euclid,  and  as  capable  of 
demonstration. 

Senator  Walker. — Who  got  the  wages 
paid  for  the  construction  of  the  railwavs  ? 

Senator  GIVENS.— Senator  Walker  in- 
vites me  to  consider  the  great  benefit  con- 
ferred on  the  workers  who  recei\ed  wages 
for  the  construction  of  the  railways.  But 
what  would  the  owners  of  land  in  the  Com- 
monwealth have  done  with  those  who  were 
paid  for  the  construction  of  the  railway? 
Let  the  land-owners  dnve  the  i  working 
people  out  of  Au§t*tfflSlbyAiaQRgWll  their 
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property  be  worth  then?  The  land-owners 
are  the  great  confiscators,  and  they  robbed 
the  people,  legally  I  admit,  and  according 
to  every  canon  of  convention,  of  the 
wealth  which  the  people  generally  have 
created. 

Senator  Mulcahv. — I  hope  the  honorable 
senator  does  not  own  a  bit  of  land  himself. 

Senator  GllVENS. — I  do  not  own  a 
ftingte  rood  of  b.nd,  on  which  I  should  not 
be  prepared  to  pay  the  highest  tax  imposed 
tin  any  one  else.  If  I  owned  10,000  acres 
of  laiid  in  the  richest  part  of  Victoria,  I 
should  still  say  the  same.  I  say  that  it 
would  be  better  even  for  the  owners  of 
land  in  moderate  areas  to  have  to  pay 
direct  taxation  than  that  they  should  be 
t.ixed  indirectly  in  ways  which  escape  their 
oiiservation.  It  is  better  that  a  man  should 
have  to  pay  ^5  under  direct  taxation  than 
that  he  should  have  j£io  extracted  from 
his  pocket  indirectly. 

Senator  Vardon. — Honorable  senators 
opposite  do  not  propose  to  remit  other  tax- 
ation from  those  who  are  to  be  asked  to 
pay  a  land  tax. 

iSenator  GIVEXS. — I  propose  to  avoid 
the  necessity  of  increasing  our  revenue  from 
Customs  and  Excise  taxation  by  50  per 
cent.,  as  the  State  Premiers  have  told  us 
that  we  ought  to  do.  I  propose  that  we 
should  compel  the  landlords  to  return  each 
year  for  the  use  of  the  public  a  very  small 
tx>rtion  of  the  amount  which  the  public 
present  to  them  in  the  shape  of  unearned 
increment. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon.— Of  course 
the  difficulty  about  the  impositicm  of  a 
Federal  land  tax  is  that  already  land  taxa- 
tion is  imposed  by  the  State  Governments. 

Senator  GIVEXS. — The  land  taxes  in 
fcrce  in  the  States  do  not  amount  to  much. 

Senator  Clkmons. — Do  they  not?  Let 
the  honorable  senator  buy  some  land  in 
Tannanta. 

Senator  GIVEXS.— The  trouble  is  that 
the  land  tax  in  Tasmania  is  not  sufficiently 
high  to  make  land  cheap  enough  for  the 
people  to  get  it.  What  is  the  position  in 
Tasmania?  According  to  the  latest  statis- 
tics, during  the  first  half  of  the  present 
\ear,  Tasmania  lost  about  5,000  of  her 
population.  That  is  an  absolutely  dis- 
graceful condition  of  affairs. 

Senator  Lt.-Colonel  Cameron. — That 
must  ha\'e  been  due  to  the  inducements 
held  out  to  Tasmanians  by  Queensland. 

Senator  GIVENS.— It  should  bo  the 
dutv  of  those  in  charge  of  affairs  in  Tas- 


mania  to  hold  out  better  inducements  than 
are  offered  by  Queensland. 

Senator  Lt.-Colonel  Cameron. — We  can- 
not compete  with  Queensland,  especially  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  that  State  is  repre- 
sented by  so  distinguished  an  advocate  as 
the  honorable  senator. 

Senator  GIVENS.— The  condition  of 
affairs  in  Tasmania  is  due  mainly  to  the 
fact  that  men  like  Senator  Cameron  have 
monopolized  all  the  land. 

Senator  Mulcahv. — Prt^rtionately,  the 
number  of  small  holders  of  land  is  larger 
in  T?.smania  than  in  any  other  State. 

Senator  GIVENS.-^And  the  small 
holders  are  driven  to  take  up  the  bad  land. 
A  gentleman  who  visited  Tasmania  recently 
told  me  that  he  drove  through  a  beautiful 
valley  between  two  hills  in  that  State.  He 
said  that  it  would  have  ac(X)mmodated  700 
or  800  families,  and  there  were  only  a  few 
people  settled  ppon  it.  But  away  up  on 
the  sides  of  the  mountains,  the  settlers  were 
to  be  found.  They  were  perched  there  like 
owls,  and  it  would  almost  require  an  airship 
to  get  at  them. 

Senator  Dobson. — There  is  no  such 
valley  in  Tasmania. 

Senator  GIVENS.— Well,  the  person 
from  whom  I  received  this  graphic  descrip- 
tion of  the  valley  in  question  is  present  in 
this  chamber,  and  I  hope  he  will  give  the 
honorable  senator  the  benefit  of  his  experi- 
ence. In  Victwia  we  have  the  same  kind 
of  thing.  In  this  State  the  settlers  are 
driven  to  the  Maltee,  to  the  dry  lands,  to 
the  districts  where  they  can  be  sure  of  a 
crop  only  once  in  every  three  years.  These 
are  the  districts  in  which  the  small  settlers 
are  to  be  found.  It  is  reported  in  the  Age 
of  this  morninc  that  it  is  the  intention  of 
the  State  Government  to  settle  poor  people 
on  the  poor  land  of  the  State.  I  contend 
that  the  poor  people  should  be  given  the 
very  best  land  to  settle  upon.  That  is  the 
only  way  in  which  we  can  expect  to  have 
successful  settlement,  and  the  only  way  in 
which  we  can  expect  that  the  settlers  will 
1)6  able  to  make  a  comfortable  living  and 
bring  up  their  families  in  something  like 
decent  comfort.  I  have  always  advocated 
the  imposition  of  a  scient ifical  1  y  graded 
land  tax,  so  as  to  compel  the  lands  of  Aus- 
tralia to  be  put  to  the  best  use.  That  is  an 
essential,  not  only  for  national  prosperity, 
but  for  national  defence.  Unless  we  have 
about  40,000,000  of  i>eople,  instead  of  the 
4,250,000  that  we  now  hafVe^^no. mfUer  how 
much  we  spend  aa^'^^f^sSb^MSSSi  never 
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be  secure.  If  we  can  bring  about  the  suc- 
cessful settlement  of  our  good  land  by  a 
teeming  pc^lation,  prosperity  to  Australia 
will  be  assured,  and  its  defence  need  never . 
cause  any  anxiety.  We  can  then  go  on  our 
way  building  up  a  nation  that  will  be,  not 
onLy  a  credit  to  ourselves,  but  a  splendid 
example  for  tHe  rest  of  the  world.  That  is 
my  ambition  for  Australia.  Honorable 
senators  opposite  have  no  such  ambition  for 
this  country.  Their  idea  is  to  allow  the 
"  fat  man  *'  to  go  on  adding  acre  to  acre. 

Senator  Pulsford. — Is  not  the  honorable 
senator  the  fattest  man  in  the  Senate? 

Senator  GIVENS. — ^The  expression 
"  fat  man  "  has  come  to  be  regarded  as  an 
excellent  description  of  the  man  who  gathers 
to  himself  riches,  who  piles  up  treasure 
upon  earth. 

Senator  Clemons. — It  has  more  regard 
to  his  financial  tban  to  his  physical  con- 
dition ? 

Senator  GIVENS.— Undoubtedly.  It  is 
in  that  sense  that  I  use  the  expression.  I 
hope  that  before  the  Bill  is  passed  the 
Government  will  be  prepared  to  g've  the 
Senate,  if  not  a  general  outline,  at  least 
some  indication  of  the  proposals  they  in- 
tend to  ask  Parliament  to  assent  to  in  order 
to  meet  the  vital  financial  problems  which 
we  must  face  in  the  near  future.  As  Sena- 
tor Symon  has  pointed  out,  I  have  rather 
under-estimated  than  over-estimated  our 
liabilities.  I  left  out  of  consideration  some 
important  matters  which  in  due  time  will 
demand  attention  and  a  large  increase  of 
expenditure.  But  briefly  stated,  the  posi- 
tion is  this :  The  most  we  can  expect  next 
year  from  Custcmis  and  Excise  duties  will 
be  a  revenue  of  .^10,000,000.  At  that  time 
we  shall  require  to  draw  upon  our  own 
sources  of  revenue,  apart  from  the  revenue 
from  the  Post  and  Telegraph  services,  to 
the  extent  of  ;^6,ooo,ooo  per  annum.  Then 
if  the  proposal  of  the  Premiers'  Confer- 
ence be  assented  to,  and  three-fifths  of  the 
total  revenue  is  to  be  returned  to  the  States, 
we  shall  have  to  raise  a  total  revenue  of 
;^r5,ooo,ooo.  which  will  mean  an  increase 
of  our  Customs  and  Excise  revenue  by  50 
per  cent.  That  is  an  unthinkable  and 
iniquitous  proposition  to  which  I,  for  one, 
will  never  assent.  I  do  not  believe  that 
this  Parliament,  when  seized  of  the  enor- 
mity of  the  proposal,  will  consider  it  for  a 
moment.  This  Parliament  should  not  con- 
sider such  a  brazen  and  audacious  proposal 
for  rc^bing  the  poor  people  of  this  Com- 
monwealth. 


Senator  PEARCE  (Western  Australia) 
[3.52]. — If  one  desired  to  find  objections 
to  granting  the  request  of  the  Minister  of 
Trade  and  Customs  for  two  m<xitbs*  Supply 
he  could  not  do  better  than  read  some  of 
Senator  Millen's  speeches,  as  that  honor- 
able senator  has  always  hitherto  objected 
to  the  passing  of  Supply  Bills  for  two 
months.  There  have  been  occa^oos,  when 
an  adjournment  of  the  Senate  has  been  pro- 
posed, that  in  order  to  get  over  the  interval 
two  months'  Supply  Bills  have  been  passed. 
But  this  is  not  such  an  occasion,  and  there 
is  no  reason  why  we  should  not  pass  another 
Supply  Bill  nest  moith.  I  should  like  to 
impress  up(m  honorable  senators  on  both 
sides  the  fact  that  in  another  place  half  a 
day  is  set  apart  in  every  week  when  hcmor- 
able  members  are  given  an  opportunity  to 
discuss  grievances.  In  the  Senate  we  have 
no  such  opportunity.  The  only  opportunity 
of  the  kind  given  in  the  Senate  is  when  we 
are  about  to  adjourn,  and  the  senator  who 
gets  up  to  ventilate  grievances  at  that  time 
is  looked  upon  as  a  public  nuisance  by  every 
other  senatCHT,  and  particularly  by  the  Go- 
vernment. On  the  first  reading  of  Supply 
Bills  we  can  discuss  matters  other  than 
those  dealt  with  in  the  Bill,  and  if  we  adopt 
the  practice  of  passing  two  months'  Supply 
Bills  we  shall  have  only  one  opportunity  in 
every  two  mcmths  to  ventilate  matters  of 
importance.  Hcmorable  senators  represent 
the  various  States,  and  I  wish  to  bring  un- 
der their  notice  a  <%rtain  action  taken  by 
the  present  Government.  When  riie  answer 
of  the  British  Government  to  the  offer  of  a 
Dreadnought,  or  its  alternative,  came  hack, 
the  Prime  Minister  is  reported  by  the  Argus 
to  have  said  in  an  interview  that  he  had, 
after  an  interval  of  about  a  week  before  the 
reply  was  made  public,  sent  that  reply  to  the 
Premiers  of  New  South  Wales  and  Victoria. 
In  doing  so  he  practically  apologized  for 
not  having  sent  it  earlier.  Now  I  want  hwi- 
nrahle  senators  to  realize  what  that  means. 
He  did  not  send  that  communication  to  all 
the  State  Premiers,  but  only  to  the  Pre- 
miers of  New  South  Wales  and  Victoia. 
It  is  a  fact  that  the  Premiers  of  New  South 
Wales  and  Victoria  were  the  only  State 
Premiers  who.  when  the  Fisher  Government 
refused  to  offer  a  Dreadnought  to  the 
Mother  Country,  stepped  into  the  breach 
and  offered  a  Dreadnought  on  behalf  of 
their  res(>ective  States.  The  Premier  of 
Queenslnnd.  when  approached  on  the  mat- 
ter, said  that  it  w«s  one^^t  the_(^mmon- 
wealth   Govermfial^edtty  ^-4QP^% ;  the 
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Premier  of  South  Australia  made  a 
timilar  reply,  and  the  Prenuei  of  West- 
em  Australia  declared  that  he  would 
be  f»cpared  to  do  whatever  the  other 
States  did.  I  think  that  the  Premier 
of  Tasmania  said  that,  in  view  of  the  Bnan- 
cial  position  of  that  State,  he  could  not 
take  any  action.  At  any  rate,  the  action  of 
the  Prime  Minister  appears  to  me  to  be  in 
the  nature  of  a  reprisal  upon  those  States 
which  had  declined  to  follow  the  course 
that  had  been  adopted  bv  Victoria  arid 
New  South  Wales.  If  the  answer  of  the 
British  Government  was  a  communication 
which  should  have  been  forwarded  to  the 
State  Premiers,  obviously  it  should  have 
been  forwarded  to  all  the  States,  irrespec- 
tive of  the  action  which  they  had  taken. 

SenatOT  Millen. — Does  the  honorable 
senator  honestly  think  that  the  action  of  the 
Prime  Minister  was  intentional  ? 

Senator  PEARCE.— Whether  it  was  in- 
tentional  or  not,  it  was  absolutely  wrong. 

Senator  Clemons. — It  must  have  been 
intentional.  How  could  it  have  been  other- 
wise? 

Senator  PEARCE.— The  Prime  Minis- 
ter must  have  had  some  reason  for  not  send- 
ing a  copy  of  that  communication  to  the 
Premiers  of  all  the  States,  and  the  only 
reason  I  can  suggest  is  that  he  wished  to 
punish  those  States  which  had  not  done 
what  he  thought  they  ought  to  have  done. 
In  my  opinion,  he  had  no  right  to  communi- 
cate the  reply  of  the  Imperial  authorities  to 
any  State  Premier.  He  had  no  more  right 
to  send  it  to  the  Premier  of  New  South 
Wales  than  he  had  to  send  it  to  the  Lord 
Mayor  of  Sydney,  because,  if  any  person 
has  distinguished  himself  upon  this  mat- 
ter, it  is  the  Lord  Jfayor  of  Sydney,  who 
has  made  more  noise  over  it  than  has  anv 
other  man  in  Australia.  I  suppose  that  he 
will  get  his  reward  in  due  season.  In  pass- 
ing, I  may  also  remark  that,  at  some  risk 
of  personal  violence,  the  Mayor  of  Perth 
refused  to  give  a  public  meeting  which  he 
had  convened  the  right  of  expressing  its 
<q)inuxi  upon  this  question.  That  gentle- 
man had  called  a  meeting  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  an  expression  of 
amnion  that  a  Dreadnought  should  be  pre- 
sented to  the  Mother  Country.  But  the 
meeting  carried  an  amendment  to  a  contrary 
effect,  whereupon  the  Mayor  rose  and  said 
that  the  meeting  had  declnred  in  favour  of 
the  gift  of  a  Dreadnought.  At  this  an- 
nouncement the  citizens  in  the  hall  made 
for  the  platfoi-m,  and  the  Mayor  thereupon 
[24]— 2 


beat  a  hasty  retreat.  Surely  his  gallantry 
•  should  be  rewarded. 

Senator  de  Lahgie. — He  proposes  to  give 
los.  6d.  to  the  Dreadnought  fund.  He  has 
suggested  a  per  capita  tax. 

Senator  PEARCE^I  think  that  the 
Prime  Minister  cast  a  slight  upon  the  Go- 
vernments of  the  States  other  than  New 
South  Wales  and  Victoria  by  the  action 
which  he  took.  He  practically  singled  wit 
the  two  big  States  for  a  special  favour,  and 
I  can  only  assume  that  he  did  so  from  a 
desire  to  reward  them  because  their  action 
happened  to  be  upon  all  fours  with  what 
he  himself  had  advocated.  A  Press 
Conference  has  recently  been  sitting  in 
the  United  Kingdom,  and  I  wish  to  direct 
attention  to  a  proposal  which  has  been 
adopted  by  that  body,  and  which  is  now 
before  the  Government — a  proposal  which, 
I  understand  by  the  press,  is  very  favor- 
ably regarded  by  the  Prime  Minister — that 
there  should  be  a  reduction  in  the  cost  of 
press  messages  over  the  Pacific  Cable,  and 
a  corresponding  reduction  on  the  landing 
rate  of  those  messages  in  the  Common- 
wealth. We  have  to  recollect  that  the  loss 
on  the  Pacific  Cable  has  to  be  made  up  by 
the  taxpayers  of  Australia.  Therefote  the 
Press  Conference  has  practically  asked  that 
the  people  of  the  Commonwealth  should  be 
taxed  in  order  that  our  big  newspapers  may 
obtain  their  cable  messages  at  a  cheaper 
rate.  I  believe  that  it  would  be  a  great 
reform  if  we  could  get  cheaper  cable  mes- 
sages. If,  for  instance,  we  could  secure 
the  reform  for  which  Mr.  Henniker  Beaton 
has  laboured  so  strenuously — cable  mes- 
sages at  a  penny  per  word — a  great  benefit 
would  be  conferred  upon  the  people. 

Senator  Millen. — That  is  all  that  the 
Prime  Minister  has  said  so  far. 

Senator  PEARCE.— The  Prime  Minis- 
ter has  not  definitelv  committed  himself, 
but  he  has  said  that  he  looks  upon  the  pro- 
position with  favour. 

Senator  Millen.— That  is  the  proposal 
for  cheapening  the  cost  of  cablegraais. 

Senator  PEARCE.— No.  He  was  re- 
ferring to  the  pro[>osition  which  has  been 
adopted  by  the  Press  Conference  that  ;i 
reduction  should  be  made  in  the  cost  of 
press  messages  only.  I  trust  that  the  Go- 
vernment will  not  come  forward  with  .nny 
proposal  to  tax  the  whole  community  fur 
the  benefit  of  a  newspapt'j;  monopolv.  bo- 
cause  we  must  recognise  thatiC^jifljre  ser- 
vice at  present  in  existence  is  6ne  of  the 
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closest  monopolies  in  Australia.  It  practi- 
cally controls  the  news  supply  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, and  it  also  limits  the  possi- 
bility of  newspaper  competition  throughout 
Australia.  No  newspaper  can  start  to-day 
in  competition  with  the  existing  journals 
except  by  leave  of  the  cable  monopoly. 

Senator  Pulsford.  —  The  lower  the 
cable  rates  are  made,  the  more  the  press 
monopoly  is  likely  to  be  broken  down. 

Senator  fEARCE.— No.  It  does  not 
matter  how  much  we  reduce  the  cost  of 
press  messages,  because  the  daily  news- 
papers of  Australia  practically  get  their 
cable  news  for  nothing.  The  country  press 
pays  for  the  cables  of  the  metropolitan 
dailies  owing  to  the  operation  of  the  cable 
monopoly. 

Senator  Pulsford. — It  would  Le  much 
easier  for  a  new  combination  to  enter  the 
Aeld  if  the  cable  rates  were  reduced. 

Senator  PEARCE. — One  man  could  not 
form  a  combination.  A  number  of  indi- 
viduals would  have  to  enter  the  field,  and 
such  a  combination  would  require  to  pos- 
sess a  \"ery  Jarge  capital.  The  resolution 
adopted  by  the  Press  Conference  is  merely 
a  move  lo  give  the  present  newspaper  pro- 
prietors a  lever  with  which  to  exert  pres- 
sure on  the  Eastern  £xt«ision  Cable 
C(»npany.  At  the  present  time  the  Toy 
newspapers,  which  axe  endeavouring  to 
exert  pressure  on  the  Pacific  Cable  Board, 
do  not  have  their  messages  sent  o\'er  thsX 
line.  There  is  just  one  other  matter  con- 
nected with  the  Defence  Department  that  I 
wish  to  ventilate.  During  the  past  week  a 
parade  of  cadets  took  place  on  the 
Yarra  Bank.  Senator  Neild  has  re- 
ferred to  the  cadets  as  "legal  infants," 
but,  to  my  mind,  they  are  "  illegal  in- 
fants," because  they  are  not  yet  under  the 
■rompulscwy  system.  Between  5,000  and 
<S,ooo  cadets  were  present  at  the  parade  to 
which  I  have  referred,  and  were  inspected 
by  ilajor-General  Hoad. 

Senator  Colonel  N'eild. — My  remarks 
had  no  reference  to  our  cadets,  but  to 
the  proposal  to  establish  a  COTipulsory 
cadet  system. 

Senator  PEARCE.— During  the  short 
time  that  I  acted  as  Minister  of  Defence,  I 
realized  that  the  cadet  system  is  a  ^'ery 
valuable  one.  and  one  which  is  capable 
of  doing  much  more  than  it  is  doing. 
But,  to  my  way  of  thinking,  a  great  many 
  foolish  practices  have  arisen  in  connexion 

'th  that  system.  It  is  obviously  foolish 
ittempt  to  make  miniature  soldiers  out 


of  boys  of  ten,  twelve,  and  fourteen  years 
of  age,  and  that  is  what  our  cadet  system 
has  been  doing.  I  found  that  in  one  of 
the  States,  on  a  hot  day,  during  the  sum- 
mer months,  a  number  of  cadets  had  been 
t;tken  out  for  field  work  and  manoeuvres, 
with  such  effect  that  a  ntmiber  of  them 
had  fainted  on  parade. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — That  has 
repeatedly  happened  in  South  Australia. 

Senat(»  Colonel  Neild. — Who  is  respon- 
sible for  such  nonsense? 

Senator  PEARCE. — In  my  opinion 
some  of  those  lesponsible  for  this  stHt  of 
thing  regard  the  Cadet  Force  from  an  en- 
tirely wrMig  stand-point.  I  look  upon 
it  as  a  means  of  affording  the  boys 
instruction  in  the  A  B  C  of  military 
education,  and  I  think  that  our  chief 
aim  should  be  to  give  them  physical 
drill,  with  a  I'iew  to  developing  their 
bodies.  But  instead  of  that,  the  prac- 
tice is  to  equip  ihe  lads  with  a  rifle,  which 
is  within  three  pounds  of  the  weight  of 
that  used  by  the  militia,  with  a  belt  in 
which  a  bayonet  is  stuck,  and  to  compel 
them  to  wear  a  heavy  khaki  cloth  imi- 
form.  Several  hundreds  of  these  lads  are 
frequently  taken  out,  and  put  through  field 
manceuvies,  irrespective  of  the  weather  and 
of  their  physical  OHidition. 

Senato-  Colonel  Neild. — ^The  persons 
who  are  responsible  for  that  sort  of  thing 
should  be  sent  to  the  treadmill. 

Senator  PEARCE.— That  has  been  the 
regular  practice. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — They  are 
also  sent  into  camps  where  tBey  complaui 
of  the  poor  food  supplied  to  them. 

Senator  PEARCE. — I  can  assure  honor- 
able senators  that  there  is  in  the  Defence 
Department  to-day  a  report  by  a  medical 
officer  which  I  could  not  read  in  this 
chamber.  That  report  ccmtains  statemoits 
regarding  what  took  place  at  a  junior 
cadet  camp  which  I  could  not  discuss  here. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Svmon. — If  these 
camps  are  merely  picnics  they  are  all 
right,  but  not  if  ihey  are  to  he  regarded 
as  serious  military  operations. 

Senator  PEARCE. — To  my  mind,  in- 
stead of  making  the  cadet  moiement  the 
hnse  of  the  military  system,  the  authori- 
ties are  attempting  to  make  it  the  pmnacle 
of  that  system.  I  wish  also  to  point  out 
that  the  object  of  wearing  a  uniform  ii 
to  distinguish  between  combatants  and 
non-combatants,  and  thnsZ^^wyCTt  non- 
combatants  from  being  snot.  oWben  we 
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Ijear  that  fact  in  mind,  we  are  compelled 
to  ask  what  is  the  object  of  making  it 
compulsory  that  a  junior  cadet  before  he 
can  obtain  any  :nstruction  in  drill  must 
jmrchase  a  uniform  ?  Now,  the  Govern- 
ment grant  for  these  uniforms  amoiuits  to 
only  7s.  6d.  per  head,  and  as  they  cost 
up  to  22s.  6d.  each,  it  is  obvious  tiiat  the 
parents  have  to  subscribe  at  least  1 5s. 
Xow,  those  of  us  who  know  the  struggle 
which  is  experienced  by  the  ordinary  work- 
ing man  who  has  a  family  of  four  or  five 
l;oys,  will  realize  what  that  means.  It 
means  that  those  boys  can  ne\'er  become 
■cadets.  It  is  an  absolute  fact  that  a 
class  distinction  has  been  drawn  between 
llie  cadets  of  the  Common  wealth,  and 
;i  penalty  inflicted  upon  those  who 
are  unable  to  purchase  uniforms.  By 
sanctioning  these  regulations,  this  Parlia- 
ment  has  practically  said  to  the  parent. 
Unless  you  can  buy  the  boy  a 
unif<»in,  we  refuse  to  allow  him  to 
1  lecorae  a  cadet  or  to  tra  in  him. '  * 
As  the  result  of  that,  thousands  of 
boys  hare  been  unable  to  take  any  share 
in  the  movement.  When  this  state  of  af- 
fairs dawned  upon  me,  I  brought  it  before 
the  Military  Boaid.  and,  after  consider- 
able discussion,  we  laid  down  certain  basic 
principles.  We  decided  first  that  every 
ijoy,  irrespective  of  whether  his  parents 
were  able  to  buy  him  a  uniform  or  not, 
should  have  the  opportunity  of  becoming  a 
junior  cadet ;  secondly,  that  it  should  not 
he  compulsorv  for  him  to  purchase  a  uni- 
form, that  if  he  could  do  so,  well  and  good  ; 
liUt  if  he  could  not,  that  was  not  to  be  a 
bar  ;  thirdly,  that  no  boy  was  to  be  turned 
off  parade  because  he  did  not  wear  a  uni- 
form. It  is  a  fact  that  some  boys  were 
admitted  into  the  force  without  a  uniform ; 
but  if  they  erer  dared  to  turn  up  to  a 
parade  without  a  uniform,  they  were  imme- 
tliately  sent  away.  Again,  we  laid  down 
this  principle,  that  the  object  of  the  Junior 
Cadet  Force  should  be  the  physical  train- 
ing of  a  lad,  and  not  his  military  traming. 
Military  training  is  absolutely  farcial,  un- 
less you  have  a  boy  with  a  physical  frame 
which  is  fit  for  it.  I  have  seen,  on  the  rail- 
way stations,  little  pigeon-chested  lads  who 
never  ou^ht  to  have  been  allowed  to  carry 
a  rifle.  The  afternoon  would  have  been  far 
ly.-tter  spent  in  giving  them  a  little  breath- 
ing or  dumb-bell  exercise,  or  some  physical 
drill  in  order  to  expand  their  chests  and 
build  up  a  physique  which  would  enable 
tliem  to  carry  a  rifie.     But  no,  a  lad  of 


that  type  was  put  almgside  a  sturdy  and 
strong  lad,  made  to  carry  exactly  the  same 
equipment,  to  go  through  the  same  marching 
and  exercise,  and  treated  as  if  he  was  as 
physically  strong  as  the  other.  We  laid 
down  these  principles,  determined  to  aim 
at  physical  drill,  rather  than  military  train- 
ing. With  that  object  in  view,  we  con- 
vened a  conference,  in  order  to  get  the  co- 
operation of  the  State  Education  authorities. 
It  sat  recently,  and  adopted  a  course  of 
physical  training.  Before  these  boys  knew 
how  to  handle  a  rifle  and  its  construction 
had  been  explained  to  them,  they  used  to 
Ix;  taken  to  shoot  at  rifle  ranges.  That 
can  be  obviated  by  the  erection,  at  the 
State  schools,  of  miniature  ranges  where  the 
lads  fire  with  a  light  rifle,  and  where  the 
elementary  stage  of  rifle  shooting  is  ex- 
plained to  them.  That  was  the  position  of 
things  when  I  left  the  Department.  From 
what  I  knew  of  the  discussions  at  the  Mili- 
tary Board,  I  had  hoped  that  we  were  going 
to  proceed  along  those  lines;  but  I  am 
sorry  to  say  that  I  have  evidence  which 
goes  to  show  me  that  one  of  the  chief  oflScers 
on  that  Board — apparently,  with  the  con- 
pent  of  the  Minister  of  Defence,  though  I 
hope  not — is  proceeding  to  reverse  that 
policy,  and  that  is  Major-General  Hoad. 
Here  is  his  report  of  the  recent  parade  of 
cadets,  furnished,  I  presume,  to  the 
Minister,  and  afterwards  handed  to  the 
press.  He  is  referred  to  as  Inspector- 
General  ;  but  that  is  a  mistake,  as  he  is 
Chief  of  General  Staff.  He  has  only  re- 
cently returned  frcnn  England.  He  was 
not  on  the  Board  when  these  reforms,  as  I 
call  them,  were  decided  uptm,  and,  there- 
fore, he  took  no  part  in  the  matter.  In 
ray  opinion,  his  action  in  bringing  about 
the  ceremonial  parade  on  Monday  last,  was 
a  distinct  attempt  to  reverse  what  had  been 
done. 

Senator  Fraser.— Are  not  parades  de- 
sirable ? 

Senator  PEARCE.  —  A  ceremonial 
parade  for  these  boys  is  an  absolute  farce. 

Senator  Fraser. — Any  parade  is  cere- 
monial, to  some  extent. 

Senator  PEARCE.— Why  collect  6,000 
lads  on  the  Yarra  bank  and  march 
them  past  an  Inspector-General  who 
is  getting  ;^i,5oo  a  year  ?  Are  we 
to  pay  a  man  that  salary  to  see  a 
number  of  lads  march  up  and  down  ? 
There  is  far  more  importamworlu. waiting 
for  him  in  hS9it6fBde,Mttftt^^'yt  there 
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and  watch  a  parade  of  that  kind.  But 
that  is  not  the  worst  feature  of  the  matter. 
•  Before  qiK^ing  from  the  earlier  portion  of 
his  report,  I  shall  read  the  summary  of 
his  omclusicxis — 

Summarixing,  in  conclusion,  bis  impression  of 
the  parades  of  both  junior  and  senior  cadets, 
the  Inspector-General  said  : — "  Good  progress 
has  beea  made,  and  while  the  parade  consisted 
mainly  of  ceremoaial  work  and  a  short  route 
march,  and  gave  an  opportunity  of  concentra- 
tion of  the  metropolitan  cadets,  yet,  for  some 
reasons,  it  is  regretted  that,  as  has  tkappened, 
owing  to  the  shortness  of  the  days  and  the 
chance  of  inclement  weather,  it  was  not  thought 
advisable  to  hold  an  instructional  parade  for 
field  work  and  manceuvre." 

Here  is  this  cfficer  regretting  that  he  did 
not  have  the  opportunity  to  go  bade  to  the 
system  of  taking  small  lads  out  to  a  field- 
day  parade  and  manceuvres. 

Senator  Millen. — Were  they  all  juiuor 
cadets  ? 

Senator  PEARCE. — No,  junior  and 
senior  cadets.  Major-General  Hoad  does 
not  distinguish  between  them.  Earlier  in 
his  report,  he  noticed  the  very  thing  to 
which  I  have  been  drawing  attentitMi,  and 
which  caused  us  to  reverse  the  policy.  He 
says — 

I  am  of  opinioa  that  there  was  a  good  per- 
centage of  lads  on  parade  yesterday  who  were 
not  strong  enough  to  carry  and  use  a  rifle,  and, 
doubtless,  this  may  be  the  same  in  the  country 

corps. 

There  was  a  ntimber  of  lads  on  parade,  he 
saidf  who  were  not  strong  enough  to  carry 
a  rifle,  and  yet  he  regretted  that  there  was 
not  an  opportunity  to  take  them  out  to  field- 
manoeuvres. 

Senator  Millen-^—Do  I  understand 
the  honorable  senator  to  say  that  when  be 
was  at  the  Department,  a  decision,  I  pre- 
sume a  Ministerial  one,  was  arrived  at, 
that  there  should  be  an  alteration  in  the 
training  of  these  cadets? 

Senator  PEARCE. — It  was  not  a  Min- 
isterial decision ;  but  a  deciaon  of  the 
Military  Board,  ratified  by  me  as  Minister. 
But  it  was  arrived  at  with  the  object  of 
doing  away  with  field  manoeuvres  for  junior 
cadets ;  doing  away  with  half -day  cere- 
mcmtal  parades,  and  substituting  a  system 
of  physical  drill,  and  doing  away  with  field- 
firing,  and  substituting  rifle  training  on 
miniature  ranges  at  State  schools. 

Senator  Clemons. — Is  the  honorable 
senator  quite  certain  that  that  decision  of 
the  Military  Board  came  under  Major- 
General  Hoad's  notice? 

Senator  PEARCE. — It  was  sent  as  a 
wrandum  to  e%'ery  cranmanding  officer 


of  cadets  throughout  the  Qxnmcniwealth, 
and  it  is  on  record  "in  the  Department.  I 
feel  pcsitive  that  every  officer  there  to 
whom  Major-General  Hoad  would  speak, 
and  the  Secretary  of  the  Department,  are 
thcvoughly  conversant  with  it,  because  the 
discussion  on  the  matter  extended  om  some 
weeks,  and  the  very  conference  which  arose 
out  of  the  discussion  and  the  decision  has 
(Mily  just  ceased  to  exist,  haWng  sat  since 
A  [a  jor- General  Hoad's  return  from  the  Old 
Countr)'. 

Senator  Dobson. — Who  ordered  or  saxK- 
timed  the  cadet  parade  the  other  day  ? 

Senator  PEARCE. — It  was  reported  in 
the  press  to  have  been  held  at  the  direct 
instigation  of  Major-General  Hoad.  The 
first  cadet  parade,  I  may  say,  was  held 
in  Sydney,  and  the  second  one  in  Mel- 
bourne. 

Senator  Dobson. — Has  he  anything  to  do 
with  the  Military  Board? 

Senator  PEARCE.— He  is  the  first 
member  of  it. 

Senator  Dobson. — The  Board  which  ad- 
vised the  honorable  senator  sanctioned  the 
movement  ? 

Senator  PEARCE.— I  speak  subject  to 
correction,  but  I  venture  to  say  "  no." 
From  what  I  know  of  the  opinions  of  the 
Board,  I  wnture  to  think  that  they  would 
not  ha^-e  sanctionol  the  holding'  of  the 
parade. 

Senator  Colonel  Xeild — If  the  honor- 
able senator  objects  to  field  manoeuvres  and 
ceremonial  marches  past,  what  form  of 
parade  or  re\iew  does  he  think  ought  to  be 
sanctioned  ?  , 

Senator  PEARCE. — Fot  junior  cadets, 
no  parade  or  review  is  necessary.  What 
they  require  is  training  and  physical  drill, 
and  elementary  rifle  shooting  at  miniature 
ranges. 

Senator  Colonel  Xeild. — The  honorable 
senntor  would  break  the  boys'  hearts  if  he 
did  not  allow  them  to  turn  up  sometimes. 

Senator  PEARCE.— I  know  that  the 
general  opinion  is  that  boys  would  rather 
be  strutting  about  in  uniform  than  dwng 
anything  else,  but  that  is  erroneous.  I  was 
told  that  was  one  of  the  objections  brought 
to  me  against  making  the  uniform  non-com- 
pulsory. But  I  went  to  the  State  schools 
to  make  some  inquiries,  and  five  out  cf 
every  six  of  the  cadet  officers  to  whom  I 
spoke  said  that  the  boys  would  rather  spend 
hatf-an-hour  at  a  miniatmv  ran^ithan  half 
a  day  at  a  parajbitioC  lany^^^Q^I^ 
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Senator  Clemons. — Has  Major-General 
Hoad  any  power  to  overrule  that  decision? 

Senator  PEARCE.— No.  It  has  to  be 
overruled  by  the  Military  Board  and  the 
Minister,  but,  of  course,  if  the  latter  sanc- 
tioned the  parade,  then  Major-General 
Hoad  was  acting  within  his  rights.  The 
statement  in  the  press  was  that  he  had  ar- 
ranged for  a  ceremonial  parade  for  the 
-cadets  in  the  metropolitan  district  of  Vic- 
toria. 

Senator  Clemons. — Does  it  not  cone  to 
this,  that  he  authorized  the  parade,  or  over- 
ruled the  decision  of  the  Military  Board? 

Senator  PEARCE. — ^Yes;  speaking  with 
a  knowledge  of  the  duties  laid  down  iox  the 
Chief  of  General  Staff*  I  say  that  he  has 
absolutely  nothing  to  do  with  the  cadets. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — They  will 
soon  ruin  the  cadet  system  if  they  go  on  in 
that  way. 

Senator  PEARCE. — In  another  para- 
graph of  his  report,  Major-General  Hoad 
says- 
Some  of  the  cadets  were  too  small,  and  the 
fninimnm  age  of  twelve  years  provided  by  the 
regulations  should  have  been  strictly  observed, 
and  even  then  a  lad  who  was  sot  sufficiently 
physically  developed  should  not  be  enrolled. 

Every  lad  who  is  not  d«:repit  should  be  en- 
rolled in  order  to  be  properly  developed. 
We  laid  it  down  that  for  swiior  cadets  a 
more  advanced  drill  should  be  taken  on, 
that  they  should  be  exercised  in  com- 
pany and  battalion  drill,  and  armed  with 
a.  heavier  rifle,  taken  to  ranges,  and 
taught  to  shoot  at  distances  up  to  500 
yards.  The  first  stage  was  the  junior  cadet, 
the  second  stage  was  the  senior  cadet, 
and  the  third  stage  the  militia  man.  My  re- 
marl^  must  be  luiderstood  to  be  directed 
entirely  to  the  junior  cadets.  I  have  no  ob- 
jection to  what  was  done  in  regard  to  the 
senior  cadets,  who  are  generally  healthy  and 
strong  lads  of  over  fourteen.  A  parade,  or 
even  field  manoeuvres,  would  do  them  no 
particular  harm. 

Senator  Dobson. — But  did  not  the 
parade  on  Monday  popularize  the  move- 
tnent  amongst  the  parents  of  the  junior 
cadets? 

.  Senator  PEARCE.— There  is  not  the 
slightest  occasion  to  hold  a  parade  for  that 
purpose.  If  we  provide  rifles  and  minia- 
ture ranges  every  lad  at  a  school  will  be 
anxious  to  beccwne  a  cadet. 

Senator  Dobson. — But  we  do  not  want 
to  give  rifles  to  boys  of  twelve  and  thirteen 
years  of  age. 


Senator  PEARCE.— We  do  not  give  the 
rifles  to  the  boys,  but  keep  them  at  the 
schools  for  their  use. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — It  would 
not  popularize  the  movement  amcmg  parmts 
if  a  boy  of  ten  or  twelve  years  of  age  were 
sent  hc»ne  unccmscious  from  a  parade. 

Senator  PEARCE.— There  have  been 
one  or  two  inquiries  held,  and  some  very 
startling  reports  made  as  to  the  treatment 
to  which  the  lads  have  been  subjected  in 
the  endeavour  to  make  them  miniature 
soldiers. 

Senator  Chataway. — There  have  been 
many  accidents  with  pea  rifles. 

Senator  PEARCE.— If  the  lads  were 
all  taught  to  use  a  rifie  there  would 
be  fewer  pea  rifle  accidents  than  there 
are.      I    want    to    direct    attention  to 

another  particular  feature  affecting  this 
t^&cer.  The  officer  who  has  been  sent 
to  Great  Britain  to  take  part  in  the  Im- 
perial Military  and  Naval  Conference, 
Colonel  Bridges,  hitherto  held  the  posititm 
of  Chief  of  the  General  Staff  on  the  Mili- 
tary Board.  When  he  vacated  that  positi<Ki 
to  take  up  his  appointment  in  England, 
Major-General  Hoad  took  his  place.  Col- 
onel Bridges  is,  in  my  opinion,  <»ie  of  the 
best  oflicers  we  have  in  the  forces.  He  is 
certainly  one  of  our  brainiest  men.  When 
he  was  Chief  of  the  General  Staff,  he  had 
under  him  a  director  and  three  or  four 
Clerks,  but  no  staff  officer  or  aide-dt-camp 
wrts  attached  to  him.  Major-General  Hoad 
is  now  discharging  exactly  the  same  duties. 
He  has  no  power  to  do  anything  more  than 
Colonel  Bridge?  did.  But  I  have  before 
mfc  a  copy  of  the  Gasefte,  No.  35,  for  the 
26th  of  June  of  the  present  year,  wherein 
I  find  the  present  notice — 

His  Excellency  the  Governor-General,  acting 
with  the  advice  of  the  Federal  Executive  Coun- 
cil, has  been  pleased  to  approve  that  the  under- 
mentioned officers  of  the  Citizens  Forces,  hold- 
ing appointments  (in  addition  to  their  regimental 
duties)  on  the  staff  of  the  Inspector -General, 
be  transferred  to  similar  appointments  on  the 
staff  of  the  Chief  of  the  General  Staff,  as 
shown,  to  take  effect  as  from  the  26th  May, 
1909. 

To  he  Staff  Officers 

Major  C.  W.  Campbell,  Australian  Field 
Artillery  (Victoria). 

Capt.iin  (temporary  M.ijcr)  H.  Foster,  lalh 
Australian  Infantry  Regiment,  ist  Battalion 
(Tasmania),  and  to  continue  to  hold  the  tem- 
porary rank  of  Major. 

Captain  P.  J.  Thorn^d  l5f04i@Q4ese  Bri- 
gade (Queensland}.  O 


664'  Supply  BiU  [SENATE.]  {No.  1). 


To  be  Aides-de.Camfs  : — 

and  to  contiaue  to  hold   the  temporary  rank 
of  Captato — 

Lieutenant  (temporary  Captain)  R.  S.  Sands, 
ist  Australian  Infantry  Regiment,  ist  Battalion 
(New  South  Wales). 

Lieutenant  (temporary  Captain)  E.  T.  Dean, 
Australian  Field  Artillery  (South  Australia). 

Lieutenant  (temporary  Captain)  H.  S.  \\. 
Parker,  Australian  Field  Artillery  (Western 
Australia). 

To  be  Honorary  Aide-de-Camf  : — 

Lieutenant  O.  Hoad,  5th  Australian  Infantry 
Regiment,  ist  Battalion. 

Joseph  Cook, 
Minister  of  State  for  Defence. 

Here  we  have  this  officer  surrounded 
with  a  staff,  consisting  of  three  mili- 
tary officers  and  four  aides-de-camp — a 
stalf  which  is  not  paralleled  by  that  of  the 
Governor-General  himself.  His  present 
duties  do  not  take  him  away  iroax  Mel- 
bourne, unless  he  may  be  sent  on  some  par- 
ticular mission.  He  is  not  expected  to 
carry  out  any  duty  that  requires  a  staff, 
other  than  the  technical  and  clerical  staff 
under  his  direction.  The  appointment  of 
all  these  officers  on  his  staff  is  merely  so 
much  frill. 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — ^Does  the 
honOTable  senator  say  that  it  is  not  Major- 
General  Hoad's  duty  to  visit  the  various 
States?    As  a  matter  of  fact  he  does  it. 

Senator  PEARCE.— He  did  as  Inspec- 
tor-General. But  he  has  just  vacated  the 
position  in  which  it  might  have  been  neces- 
sary for  him  to  have  an  officer  in  each  State 
with  whom  he  could  co-operate.  As  Chief 
of  the  General  Staff,  Colonel  Bridges,  a 
most  efficient  officer,  at  whose  work  no  one 
can  point  a  disparaging  finger,  and  who 
did  his  duty  thoroughly,  had  no  staff  what- 
ever. 

Senator  Dobson. — Do  these,  appoint- 
ments mean  extra  pay? 

Senator  PEARCE.~I  do  not  know. 

SiMialor  Dobson. — If  not,  what  is  the 
us>:;  of  bothering  about  them? 

Senator  P  E  ARCE.— I  deprecate  the 
idea  of  this  officer,  apparently  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  Minister,  surroimding  himself 
with  a  huge  staff,  as  if  he  were  holding  a 
posititm  that  necessitated  such  appoint- 
m^ts. 

Senator  Dobson.— He  does  hold  a  high 
appointment. 

Senator  PEARCE.— The  previous 
officer  


Senator  Colonel  Neild. — Not  one  of 
the  other  officers  holds  the  same  appoint- 
ment. Surely  the  hcmorable  sen.ttor  knwvs 
that. 

Senator  P  E  ARC  E.— Colonel  Bridges 
was  Chief  of  the  General  Staff  just  as 

Major-General    Hoad    is    to-day.  Th:it 
officer  has  ceased  to  be  Inspector- Genera  I. 

Senator  Colonel  Neild. — I  will  explain 
the  matter  in  a  minute  or  two.  The  hon- 
orable senator  evidently  does  not  imder- 
stind  it. 

Senator  PEARCE.— Seeing  that  it  was 

I  who  presentpd  to  the  Executive  Council 
the  order  by  which  ^lajor-GenernI  Hoad 
vacated  his  position  as  Inspector-General, 
and  that  I  left  a  minute  to  the  effect  that 
the  position  of  Inspector- Genera  I  was  not 
to  be  (ilted  at  present,  I  ought  to  be  sure 
of  my  facts. 

Senator  Colcmel  Neild.— The  hon(M^- 
able  senator  certainly  ought ;  I  quite  agree 
with  him. 

Senator  PEARCE.— My  only  object  in 
directing  attention  to  the  matter  is  that  I 
think  the  time  has  arrived  when,  in  our  De- 
fence Forces,  we  ought  to  have  as  little  frill 
as  possible,  and  to  have  men  who  will  deal 
with  the  questions  -before  them  in  a  prac- 
tical fashion.  The  Minister  ought  to  fur- 
lush  very  good  reasons  before  allowing  such 
an  innovation  as  I  have  indicated.  I  have 
only  to  say  in  conclusion  that,  when  the 
Bill  gets  into  Committee,  I  trust  that  the 
Senate  will  support  the  Leader  of  the  Op- 
position in  taking  such  acticHi  as  will  give 
the  Government  the  necessary  Supply  for 
cxie  month,  and  that  we  shall  have  another 
opportunity  of  dealing  with  Supply  when 
next  month  arrives. 

Senator  ST.  LEDGER  (Queensland) 
[4-34]- — ^The  remarks  made  by  Senator 
Givens  as  to  the  condition  of  Australia,  and 
the  awful  dangers  that  menace  the  wwking 
people  of  this  country,  might  possibly  czeate 
an  impresacHi  whidi  would  be  unfortunate, 
if  the\-  were  left  untouched  by  criticism.  In 
answ«-  to  the  hcnorable  senate's  daxk 
picture,  I  desire  to  say  that  my  opiiuOQ 
with  regard  to  the  condition  of  Australia 
and  its  suitability  for  farmers  and  other 
classes  of  immigrants,  agrees  with  that  pre- 
sented by  a  member  of  the  Labour  party 
in  another  place.  He  said  that  any  maa 
in  the  Old  Country  who  plucks  up  courage 
to  come  to  Australia,  is  sure  to  better  his 
conditiOT  in  life,  because*  there better 
country  in  the  '^»},bhdrWrJWg*fe  a  work- 
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tag  man  can  do  so  well.  That  may  not 
be  a  precise  quotation,  but  it  is  my  recol- 
lection of  scxnething  which  I  read  in  a 
book  called  Hansard,  and  which,  if  my 
meniOTy  serves  me  rightly,  expressed  the 
opinion  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Maranoa,  a  manbcr  of  the  party  to  which 
Senator  Givens  belongs.  1  believe  that 
Mr.  Page  accurately  expressed  the  opinion 
of  the  people  of  this  country  with  regard 
to  the  conditions  of  life  here,  and  the 
opportunities  for  those  who  choose  to  come. 
I  indorse  the  statement  in  Hansard,  and 
set  it  in  contradistinction  to  that  of  Sena- 
tor Givens.  I  hope  that  the  statement  will 
be  given  that  respect  to  which  its  truth  en- 
titles it.  and  that  Mr.  Page's  colleagues  will 
carefully  consider  his  words. 

Senator  STEWART  (Queensland)  [4.37]- 
— Severa  I  matters  have  been  mentioneid 
during  tBe  debate  which  are  of  consequence 
to  the  Commonwealth,  and  ought  to  be 
seriously  taken  to  heart  by  the  party  which 
is  now  supporting  the  Government.  I  am 
afraid,  however,  that  the  new  combination, 
instead  of  pr(»notuig  the  best  interests  of 
Australia,  will  have  the  oppoute  dffect. 
Under  the  late  regime,  when  we  had  the 
fio-called  Liberal  party  in  office  supported 
by  the  Labour  party,  some  attempts  were 
certainly  made  to  pass  l^slaticMi  which 
would  have  the  effect  of  increasing  the 
population  and  the  prosperity  of  Australia. 
For  instance,  our  Tariff  legislation  was 
very  largely  passed  with  the  object  of  creat- 
ing new  industries  which  would,  afford  em- 
ployment for  a  probable,  a  possible,  and  a 
desirable  increase  of  populaticoi.  I  find, 
however,  that  under  the  new  arrang«nent. 
nothing  more  in  this  direction  is  to  be  at- 
tmpted.  The  Tariff  is  not  to  be  toudied, 
according  to  the  Leader  of  the  Government 
in  another  place,  except  for  revenue  pur- 
poses; which  means  that  the  already  too 
heavy  burden  of  indirect  taxation  which  has 
been  placed  upon  the  shoulders  of  the 
poor,  is  to  be  increased.  How  one  like 
Senator  Best,  who  obtained  entrance  to  the 
Senate  as  a  Protectionist,  and  is  one  of 
the  high  priests  of  Protectionism,  can  sit 
tamely  by  and  see  his  favcxrite  policy 
aban(k}ned,  is  more  than  I  can  understand. 
But  he  is  not  responsible  to  me  for  the  ex- 
trawdinary  positicm  in  which  he  has  placed 
himself.  The  people  of  Victoria  will  deal 
with  him.  He  promised  than  that  he  would 
endeavour  to  secure  a  Tariff  which  would 
protect  Australian  industries.  That  was 
the  prettiice  on  which  he  obtained  oitranoe 


to  this  Parliament.  He  has  now  abandcmed 
that  policy,  and  is  a  Revenue  Tariffist. 

Senator  Dobson.— What  absolute  non- 
sense. 

Senator  STEWART.— Will  Senator  Best 
deny  the  statement? 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — Absolutely; 
there  is  not  a  scintilla  of  foundation  for  it. 

Senator  STEWART.— Then  the  policy, 
of  high  Protection  which  the  honorable 
senator  has  always  advocated  has  not  been 
abandoned?     But,  according  to  Senator 
Millen,  the  Tariff  is  not  to  be  touched  or 
interfered  with,  except  for  revenue  pur- 
poses and  the  rectification  of  anomalies.  I 
should  like  to  know,  from  some  well  quali- 
fied authority,  what  is  the  meaning  of 
'■  anomalies."    1  certainly  do  not  under- 
stand the  meaning  of  it  in  this  connexion, 
and  being  a  very   ardent   searcher  after 
knowledge,  I  should  be  pleased  if  some  of 
the  honorable  gentlemen  who  are  respon- 
sible for  the  document  in  which  the  word 
appears  would  give  us  an  explanation  of 
it.    Failing  that,  I  come  back  to  the  orig- 
inal position.    One  portion  of  the  Govern- 
ment says  that  a  policy  of  high  Protection 
is  to  be  continued,  and  another  says  that 
tlie  Tariff  is  not  to  be  interfered  with  ex- 
cept for  revenue  purposes.    Here  we  have 
the  Governm«it  speaking  with  two  voices 
— a  Protectionist  voice  and  a  Revenue  Tariff 
voice.    Which  of  these  voices  is  to  prevail  ? 
In  my  opinion,  the  policy  of  the  present 
Government  will  be  coloured  by  its  majority. 
Is  its  majority  on  the  Free  Trade  or  the 
Protectionist  side?    Let  us  look  at  the  Go- 
vernment benches  in  this  Chamber.  What 
an  array  of  Protectionists !      There  is  a 
solitary  one  sitting  there  now,  and  on  some 
occasions  he  is  supported  by  two  more.  But 
we  see  a  serried  phalanx  of  horiorable  sena- 
tors who  smuggled   themselves  into  this 
Chamber  on  the  pretence  that  they  w'ere 
Free  Traders,  and  who  have  now,  for  some 
reason  best  known  to  tiiemsclvcs,  abandoned 
that  faith,  and  liecome  a  kind  of — I  do  not 
know  what  word  to  use  in  order  exactly  to 
ilepcribe  the  situation.    The  situation  is  an 
entirely  new  one,  and  a  new  word  is  re- 
quired to  describe  it  adequately.    I  sug- 
gest to  honorable  senators  opposite  that  if 
they  are  honorable  men,  and  I  beliei-e  thev 
are,  it  is  their  bounden  duty  to  resign  their 
seats,  and  go  to  the  people  who  sent  them 
here,  for  an  indorsement  of  their  conduct. 

Senator  Millen. — But  if.  we  resigned  our 
seats,,we  would  n^i^;ttt^o-l^0^p^*. 
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Senator  STEWART.— Senator  Millen 
was  sent  to  this  Chamber  as  a  Free  Trader, 
and,  according  to  Senator  Best,  the  honor- 
able senator  is  now  a  Protectionist.  Sena- 
te Fulsford,  another  of  the  hierarchy  of 
Free  Trade,  has  also  abandoned  his  faith. 

Senator  Turley. — The  honorable  senator 
savs  he  has  not. 

Senator  STEWART.— But  Senator  Puls- 
ford  is  supporting  a  Government  which,  we 
are  told,  is  a  Protectionist  Government. 
Reallv  we  are  witnessing  one  of  the  most  ex- 
traordinary medleys  that  have  e^-er  been 
plaved  in  anv  House  of  Parliament. 

Senator  Millen.— Were  all  the  members 
of  Parliament  who  supported  the  late  Go- 
vernment of  one  fiscal  faith  ? 

Saiator  STEWART. — I  am  not  troubling 
just  now  about  the  late  Government.  The 
members  of  the  late  Government  came  into 
Parliament  as  honest  men  always  do.  The 
Free  Trade-members  of  the  Labour  Party 
came  in  here  after  telling  their  constituents 
what  they  were.  They  did  not  pretend  to 
be  something  they  were  not. 

Senator  Millen. — No;  but  they  were 
something  thev  did  not  pretend  to  be. 

Senator  STEWART.— The  Protectionist 
members  of  the  party  entered  Parliament 
after  telling  their  constituents  that  they  be- 
lieved in  Protection.  Labour  members  did 
not  come  in  here  as  Free  Traders,  and  af- 
terwards abandon  Free  Trade,  or  as  Protec- 
tionists, and  afterwards  throw  Protection 
over  when  it  suited  them.  They  came  in 
professing  to  be  exactly  what  they  were.  I 
am  not  finding  fault  with  Senator  Millen 
for  changing  his  opinion,  but  I  say  that  the 
honorable  senator  has  some  responsibility  to 
the  people  who  sent  him  here.  I  think  he 
recognises  that,  and  if  he  does,  it  is  his 
bounden  duty  before  he  betravs  them,  be- 
fore he  turns  his  coat,  before  he. does  some- 
thing which  he  promised  he  would  not  do, 
when  he  obtained  their  votes,  to  go  back  to 
them,  and  ask  for  their  indorsement  of  the 
acticm  he  is  now  taking.  I  do  not  wish  to 
apply  hard  words  to  my  honorable  friends 
opposite,  but  if  any  member  of  the  Labour 
party  did  what  those  honorable  senators 
have  done,  he  would  be  termed  a  traitor  to 
his  party,  a' betraver  of  the  people  who 
elected  him,  and  he  would  be  properly 
designated  a  person  unworthy  to  hold  a 
seat  in  any  Parliament,  or  to  represent  anv 
ele(itorate,  because  he  had  not  in  him  ihe 
"^rst  principle  of  political  honesty.  This 
an  expression  of  my  perstxial  opinion, 
far  as  I  am  persoially  cmioemed,  hon- 


orable senates  opposite  are  free  to  perform 
as  many  acrobatic  feats  as  they 
find  themselves  capable  of,  to  tum 
themselves  inside  out  as  often  as  they 
desire,  to  swallow  themselves,  and  then 
vtmit  themselves  up  again  as  often  as- 
it  pleases  than,  but  I  say  they  have  a  re- 
sponsibility to  the  people  who  sent  them 
here  which  should  not  be  ignored.  There  is. 
another  aspect  of  this  question  which  de- 
ser\-es  consideration.  At  the  last  general 
elections  the  people  of  Australia  bv  a  huge 
majority  signified  their  desire  that  the  policy 
of  Protection,  which  had  been  initiated* 
should  be  pursued  until  

Senator  Walkeb. — The  bitter  end. 

Senator  STEWART.— No,  not  until  the 
bitter  end,  but  until  it  had  been  brought 
to  a  position  of  scientific  perfection.  That 
was  the  order  of  a  huge  majority  of  tbe 
people  of  Australia,  but  apparently  for 
some  reason  or  another  that  order  is  to  be 
ignored,  Protecticm  is  to  be  hung  up,  and 
Revenue  Tariffism  established  in  its  place, 
and  all  without  saying  to  the  people^ "  By 
your  leave."  I  say  that  in  ^ese  cimim- 
stances,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  every  mem- 
ber of  the  Senate  to  do  everything  he  pes- 
sibly  can  to  prevent  a  Government  made  up 
of  such  opposite  particles  from  pursuing  a 
policy  directly  opposed  to  the  will  of  the 
people,  as  expressed  at  the  last  general  elec- 
tions. I  repeat  that  honorable  senators  op- 
posite should  take  the  very  first  opportunity 
that  presents  itself  to  them  to  see  what  the 
people  think  of  tb^r  conduct.  We  cannot 
have  Pro^ction  and  Revenue  Tariffism  at 
one  and  the  same  time.  If  we  are  not  to 
have  Protection  for  onr  infant  industries, 
how  are  they  to  be  fostered,  and  if  there 
are  to  be  no  industries  in  which  the  people 
can  be  employed,  how  is  the  population  cf 
Australia  to  increase  and  multiply,  as  I  am 
sure  we  all  desire  it  should  do?  Yet  in  the 
face  of  this  policy  and  in  conjunction  with 
it  the  present  Government  actually  propose 
to  inaugurate  a  system  of  immigration. 
Thev  F™pose  to  htuig  people  here,  whilst 
at  the  same  time  th^  absolutely  refuse  to 
provide  opportunities  of  employment  for 
those  people.  Yet  honorable  senators  op- 
posite call  themselves  patriots,  statesmen, 
and  lovers  of  their  countr\-.  My  Iionest 
opinion  is  that  eadi  one  of  them  is  either  a 
direct  or  indirect  agent  of  the  financial  in- 
stitutions of  Australia  that  are  so  lately 
interested  in  the  lands  of  the  country,  and 
that  the  pre.<%nt  combination  has  beien  ac- 
complished  for  t^ed^^^C^^ti^  of 
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maintaining  the  strangling  land  monopoly 
■which  at  present  exists  in  the  Common- 
wealth. The  combination  has  been  accom- 
plished for  one  of  the  most  nefarious  piir- 
poses  that  ever  any  political  combination 
was  brought  about  to  effect. 

Senator  Walkeb. — We  are  regular  vam- 
pires, are  we  not? 

Senator  STEWART.— Senator  Walker 
has  used  the  word  which  accurately  defines 
honorable  smators  opposite.  I  say  that  the 
men  who  are  holding  up  the  lands  of  Aus- 
tralia against  the  people  are  human  vam- 
pires. They  ought  to  be  treated  as  vam- 
pires, and  I  hope  that  in  a  short  while  they 
will  be. 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — Is  not  the 
honorable  senator  a  bit  of  a  vampire  him- 
self? 

Senator  STEWART.— In  what  way  ? 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best.- — It  is  ru- 
moured that  the  hon-trable  senator  is  fairly 
well  off  in  the  matter  of  land. 

Senator  STEWART.— I  am  not  a  land 
m(xiopolist. 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — ^Which  form 
of  investment  secures  the  honorable  sena- 
tor's preference? 

Senator  STEWART.— I  am  not  like 
Senator  Best.  I  may  be  a  vampire  and 
every  wicked  thing  under  the  sun,  but  \ 
never  yet  sold  my  principles  for  the  sake 
of  getting  office  in  any  Government,  and 
that  is  what  the  honorable  senator  has  most 
undoubtedly  done. 

The  PRESIDENT.— Order.  The  hon- 
orable senator  is  not  justified  in  making  a 
charge  of  that  kind  against  any  member  of 
the  Senate. 

Senator  STEWART.— Well,  for  the  word 
"  sold  "  I  shall  substitute  the  word  "  aban- 
doned." There  is  not  the  slightest  doubt 
that  Senator  Best  has  abandoned  his  prin- 
ciples, and  for  no  other  reason  under  hea- 
ven than  that  he  might  become  a  member  of 
the  present  Ministry.  So  far  as  I  have 
been  able  to  discover,  the  honorable  senator 
is  much  more  interested  in  securing  some 
official  position  in  the  Senate  than  in  pro- 
moting the  welfare  of  the  people  who  sent 
him  here.  If  honorable  senators  opposite 
are  satisfied  with  that  sort  of  thing,  it  does 
not  matter  very  much  to  me,  only  conduct 
of  that  character  has  a  tendency  to  degrade 
public  life.  Every  member  of  Parliament 
suffers  when  a  member  of  it  is  guilty  of  ac- 
tions of  that  description. 


Senator  Mulcahy. — We  are  suffering 
just  now  as  the  result  of  the  honorable  sena- 
tor's impropriety. 

Senator  STEWART.— I  think  that  the 
institution  of  Parliament  is  degraded  in  the 
eyes  of  the  public  when  it  is  found  that 
some  of  its  members  are  prepared  at  the 
call  of  c^ce  to  abandon  the  principles  upon 
which  they  were  elected.  Parliament,  as  a 
whole,  is  degraded  when  that  sort  of  thing 
tabes  place.  I  often  hear  it  said  outside 
that  politics  is  a  dirty  business.  I  have  not 
found  it  dirty,  simply  because  I  have  never 
touched  the  piteh.  But  other  men  make 
it  a  dirty  business.  If  I  were  to  abandon 
the  principles  upon  which  I  was  elected 
for  the  sake  of  obtaining  a  position  in  any 
Government,  I  should  have  committed  the 
worst  political  sin  that  it  is  possible  for  me 
to  commit.  There  is  nothing  that  any  man 
can  do  worse  than  to  secure  his  election  to 
this  Chamber  upon  certain  principles  and 
then  for  the  sake  of  personal  gain  and  ad- 
vancement to  abandon  those  principles. 
That  sort  of  thing  does  degrade  political 
life.  It  makes  it  stink  in  the  nostrils  of 
the  public,  and  compels  people  to  pour 
contempt  and  obloquy  on  the  institution  of 
Parliament.  It  would  be  a  most  excellent 
thing  if  the  Legislature  could  be  purged  of 
men  who  do  this  sort  of  thing.  If  the  elec- 
tors <mly  had  a  little  common  sense  

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — The  honor- 
able senator  will  find  that  they  will  have 
plenty  of  common  sense  at  the  next  elec- 
tions. 

Senator  STEWART.— I  hope  so,  and  I 
trust  that  the  honorable  senator  will  get  his 
reward.  If  the  electors  only  exercised  a 
little  common  sense  they  would  not  permit 
this  sort  of  thing  to  continue  for  twenty- 
four  hours.  To-day,  I  find  the  Argus — the 
Revenue  Tariff  organ  in  Melbourne,  which 
has  consistently  prophesied  that  all  sorts 
of  calamities  would  overtake  the  Common- 
wealth if  a  Protectionist  policy  were  adopted 
—is  supporting  Senator  Best.  In  other 
words,  it  is  embracing  a  Protectionist. 
Why?  Because  it  recognises  that  so  far  as 
Protection  is  concerned  the  honorable  sena- 
tor is  as  harmless  as  a  sucking  dove,  and 
that  no  more  industries  will  be  created  so 
long  as  the  present  alliance  continues.  But 
so  facile  is  the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Cus- 
toms that  if  a  more  profitable  arrangement 
could  be  presented  for  his  acceptance  next 
week,  he  would  not  have^the  slightest  hesi- 
taticHi  in  seizingcijitiiEkb/ wd£>iii3l^C 
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Senator  Walker. — The  breeches-pocket 
argument  comes  in,  does  it? 

Senator  STEWART.— Evidently.  I  do 
not  know  of  any  other  reason  why  he  should 
have  abandoied  his  principles.  I  do  not 
say  that  Senator  Walker  has  gained  any- 
thing in  a  perscmal  sense  by  sacrificing  his 
principles,  if  he  ever  had  any.  The  only 
thing  he  has  gained  is  that  the  forces  of 
reaction  are  now  united  against  the  forces 
of  progress.  The  Labour  party  is  now  iso- 
lated, and  is,  as  the  honorable  senator  sup- 
poses, impotent. 

Senator  Dobson. — Isolated  through  its 
own  fault. 

Senator  STEWART.— I  am  not  com- 
plaining of  the  isolation,  I  am  rather  glad 
of  it.  Far  years  I  supported  the  Govern- 
ment of  which  Senator  Best  was  the  repre- 
sentative in  this  Chamber.  I  thought  that 
its  members  were  honest,  reputable  men. 
1  am  glad,  however,  that  they  have  dis- 
covered themselves  in  their  true  characters, 
and  I  do  not  think  it  is  at  all  likely  that  I 
shall  ever  be  again  induced  to  repose  very 
much  trust  in  them.  In  any  case,  it  is  a 
matter  which  the^  must  settle  with  the 
electors.  But  actions  of  this  kind  have  a 
distinct  tendency  to  degrade  Parliament  as 
an  instituticm  in  the  eyes  of  the  public,  and 
that,  I  think,  is  a  most  unfortunate  cir- 
cimistance.  The  Parliament  of  the  people 
— the  place  where  the  people's  business  is 
transacted — should  be  above  reproach. 
The  men  who  represent  the  people  should 
be,  faithful  to  the  policy  on  which  they 
are  elected,  and  if  they  are  faithful  to 
that  policy  the  purity  of  our  public  life 
will  be  maintained,  and  it  will  be  very 
much  better  for  all  concerned.  I  stated 
a  little  while  ago  that  the  present  com- 
bination was  brought  about  for  the  pur- 
pose of  defeating  a  proposal  to  attack 
land  monopoly  in  Australia.  I  have  fre- 
quently dealt  with  that  question  here,  and 
Senator  Givwis  also  dealt  with  it  very 
exhaustively  this  afternowi,  so  that  it  is 
not  necessary  for  me  to  say  very  much 
about  it  upcHi  this  occasion.  The  evil  of 
land  monopoly  must  be  apparent  to  every 
lover  of  Australia.  That  bring  the  case, 
some  remedy  must  be  devised.  If  the 
remedy  proposed  by  the  Labour  party  is 
not  a  sufficient  one,  will  the  present  Go- 
\emment  do  scMnething  to  break  up  this 
land  monopoly?  I  remember  reading  the 
report  of  a  speech  which  was  delivered  by 
-  Mr.  Deakin  in  Bqsbane  quite  recently, 
't  that  meeting  he  was  entirely  in  favour 


of  breaking  up  the  land  monopoly.  He 
said  that  the  lands  of  Australia  must  be 
made  available  to  the  people,  that  the 
defence  of  the  Commcm  wealth,  nay,  h& 
very  existence,  depended  upon  a  larger 
populatioi,  and  that  that  peculation  could 
not  be  <^}tained  unless  the  lands  irere 
made  accessible  to  the  people  who  were- 
now  here,  and  to  those  who  might  come 
to  live  with  us.  I  said  to  myself  oi> 
reading  that  report,  "  This  is  a  most  ex- 
cellent deliverance.  At  last  we  have 
obtained  something  definite  from  Mr. 
Deakin,"  "  But,  lo  and  behold,  before 
very  long,  he  got  into  very  bad  company. 
Apparently  Mr.  Littleton  Groom,  who  is 
now  a  member  of  the  Ministry,  got  his 
ear,  and  the  Pastoralists'  Association,  I 
think,  also  had  something  to  say  to  him. 
At  any  rate,  when  he  reached  Ipswich  he 
had  changed  his  tune.  He  was  not  then 
quite  so  sure  about  the  wisdom  of  land 
values  taxatiwi,  and  by  the  time  he  arrived 
■)t  Toowoomba  he  was  in  direct  oppositicKT 
to  a  Federal  land  tax.  He  declared  that 
the  duty  of  making  the  lands  of  Australia 
available  to  the  people  devolved  upcm  the 
States,  and  that  the  Commonwealth  had 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  it.  I  think 
that  Mr.  Deakin  was  sane  in  Brisbane, 
but  r  do  not  know  how  to  describe  him 
when  he  reached  Toowoomba.  In  any 
case,  we  have  verv  little  to  hope  for  from 
the  combination  which  at  present  occupies 
the  Ministerial  benclies.  The  Government 
will  do  nothing  lo  break  up  the  land 
monopoly,  and  to  create  liew  industries. 
Yet  thev  pnspo^e  lo  spend  tens  of  thou- 
sands of  pounds  9f  the  peoole's  monev  irt 
bringing  immigrants  to  the  Commonwealth. 

Senator  Mulcahv. — The  honorable  sena- 
tor does  not  like  '^hat. 

Senator  STEWART.— I  do  like  it,  and 
I  desire  it.  Senator  Mulcahy  does  not 
know  what  I  want.  He  does  not  know- 
bis  own  mind,  and  he  cannot  know  mine. 

Senator  Colonel  Neild. — The  hcmOTable 
senator  does  not  know  what  he  wants,  and" 
he  will  not  be  happv  till  he  gets  it. 

Senator  STEWART.  —  When  Senator 
Neild  makes  a  speech  in  this  chamber  T 
nm  prepared  to  listen  to  him,  but  as  an 
interjector  he  is  positively  unbearable.  I 
wish  to  see  a  teeming  population  settled 
in  Australia.  At  present  we  have  about 
4,000,000  of  people  in  the  ComnxHiwealth. 
when  we  ou^ht  to  have  at  least  20,000.000. 
I  suppose  that  the  reason/ne  have  not  the 
30,000,000  is  to  b&ilfociAdv%QM^mtence 
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of  the  Labour  party — the  wicked  Labour 
party.  Now  I  propose  to  read  a  few 
statistics  which  will  prove  to  the  people 
of  Australia — if  they  do  me  the  honour 
to  read  tbera,  which  I  do  not  suppose 
(hey  will — that  under  a  Labour  Govern- 
ment one  State  of  the  Coninonwealth  has 
increased  its  population  at  a  very  much 
greater  rate  than  has  any  other  State. 
Let  me  glance  at  the  population  statistics 
for  1908.  I  find  that  in  that  year  through- 
out the  Commonwealth  there  were  111,545 
Mrths,  and  that  the  deaths  numbered 
46,426.  Thus  the  excess  of  births  o\er 
deaths,  or,  in  other  words,  tlie  natural 
increase  of  the  populatim,  was  65,119. 
During  the  same  year  the  number  of 
arrivals  in  excess  of  departures  was 
13,150,  so  that  the  total  increase  of  the 
popuIaticHi  throughout  the  Commonwealth 
was  78,269.  Now,  I  think,  we  ought  to 
have  a  much  larger  increase  than  that. 
Under  proper  conditions  our  increase  from 
abroad  ought  at  least  to  be  equal  to  our 
excess  of  births  over  deaths.  If  that 
ware  the  case,  instead  of  adding  to  our 
population  at  the  rate  of  about  80,000  per 
annum,  we  should  have  an  increase  of 
approximately  over  130,000  per  annum. 
Taking  Ihe  position  in  the  intfvidual 
States  for  the  year  1908,  we 
find  rather  a  curious  state  of  things. 
The  excess  of  births  over  deaths  in  New- 
South  Wales  was  26,403,  and  the  excess 
of  departures  over  arrivals  was  3,672,  so 
that  the  actual  increase  of  population 
during  last  year  was  only  22,731.  In 
Victoria  the  excess  of  births  over  dcnths 
was  15,331,  and  the  excess  of  arrivals 
ovet  departures  was  7,748.  The  State  is 
getting  out  of  the  wood.  *  Things  are  im- 
proving here,  but,  unfortunately,  very 
slowly.  The  total  increase  in  its  popula- 
tion last  year  was  23,079.  In  Queens- 
land the  excess  of  births  over  deaths  was 
9, 1 50  J  the  excess  of  arrivals  over  de- 
partures was  1,430,  and  the  total  increase 
of  population  was  10,580.  In  South 
Australia  the  jexcess  of  births  over  deaths 
was  5,873 ;  the  excess  of  arrivals  over  de- 
partures was  8,642,  and  the  total  increase 
of  population  was  1^,515.  I  wish  to 
direct  the  attentiwi  of  honorable  senators 
most  particularly  to  the  figures  for  this 
State.  It  had  the  largest  increase  of 
population  of  any  State  in  the  Common- 
wealth. It  is  most  extraordinary  that 
while  this  increase  was  taking  place  the 
Premier  was  a  Labour  man,  and  in  every 


one  of  the  other  States  the  Premier  and 
the  Government  were  Conservative. 

Senator  Vardon. — Cause  and  effect  ? 

Senator  STEWART.— Yes.  The  policy 
pursued  by  the  Labour  Premier  ana  La- 
bour Government  of  South  Australia  had 
the  effect  of  increasing  the  population  by 
8,642.  That  is  a  nut  for  my  honorable 
friend  to  crack.  While  his  State  was 
flourishing  to  such  an  extent  that  her  popu- 
lation was  increased  from  outside  by 
8,642,  Ne.v  South  Wales,  under  her  re- 
actionary Government,  lost  population  to 
the  number  of  3,672.  Comment  is  un- 
necessary. 

Senator  Pulsford. — These  statistics  are 
in  doubt.  There  is  a  dispute  between  the 
Federal  and  State  Statisticians. 

Senator  STEWART.— If  these  statistics, 
which  come  frran  the  "Commonwealth 
office,  are  not  correct,  that  is  not  my  fault. 
In  Tasmania  the  excess  of  births  over  the 
deaths  was  3,486,  the  excess  of  depar 
tures  over  arrivals  was  1,670,  and  the 
actual  increase  in  population  for  the  year 
was  only  1,816.  In  Western  Australia 
the  excess  of  births  over  deaths  was  4,876, 
and  the  excess  of  arrivals  over  departures 
was  only  672.  That  State  also  appears 
to  be  suffering  from  the  blight  of  Conser- 
vatism, when  the  total  increase  in  its 
population  for  the  year  was  only  5,548- 
From,  these  statistics  one  fact  sticks  out 
with  very  suggestive  prominence.  In  all 
the  States  ruled  by  Conservative  Govern- 
ments there  was  either  a  loss  of  population 
or  a  very  small  increase,  while  in  the  one 
State  which  had  a  Labour  Premier  and 
Labour  Government,  there  was  a  large  in- 
crease.' The  population  subject  is  an  ex- 
tremely important  one.  It  is  now  forcing 
it.self  upon  the  attention  of  every  public 
man.  We  have  all  come  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  some  day,  sooner  or  later — and 
let  us  hope  that  it  may  be  later — the  people 
of  Australia  will  have  to  fight  for  their 
national  existence.  If  we  are  assured  of 
that,  then  we  ought  to  strain  every  nerve 
to  so  increase  our  population  that  when 
that  day  unfortunately  ccMiies,  as  I  believe 
it  will,  the  people  will  be  in  a  positiwi  to 
effectively  defend  themselves.  We  hear  a 
great  deal  about  defence  now — about  pre- 
senting Dreadnoughts  to  the  British  Em- 
pire, about  a  fleet,  and  about  making  pre- 
parations for  defending  ourselves  gene- 
rally. To  ray  mind,  the  basis  of  defence 
is  a  large  population.  Without  a  verv 
much  larger  population^than  ne  have  it 
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will  be  absolutely  impossible  for  the 
people  of  Aui^raliaj  should  Great  Britain 
lose  her  supremacy  of  the  seas,  to  hold  this 
territory.  We  want  a  permanently  settled 
and  prosperous  population.  I  hare  here 
an  analysis  of  the  increase  of  population 
in  the  Commcmwealth  between  ipor  and 
1 908,  issued  by  the  Commonwealth 
Bureau  of  Census  and  Statistics.  It  tells  a 
most  pitiful  tale.  In  1901,  the  excess  of 
arrivals  from  abroad  over  departures  was 
only  4,000;  and  in  1902,  it  was  2,000.  In 
1903  the  excess  of  departures  over  arrivals 
was  7,000,  and  in  1904,  it  was  3,000. 
In  1905  the  excess  of  arrivals  over  de- 
partures wag  7,000;  in  1906,  it  was 
3,500;  in  1907,  it  was  12,000;  and,  in 
1908,  it  was  13,000.  •  During  the  last 
couple  of  years,  the  population  has  been 
gradyally  improving,  but  there  is  still 
great  room  for  improvement.  If  we  are  to 
grow  a  larger  populatifxi  here  on  the  one 
hand,  and  induce  people  frcrni  Europe  to 
come  here  on  the  other  hand,  we  must  pro- 
vide avenues  of  employment.  So  far  as  I 
can  see,  there  are  onlv  two  ways  by  means 
of  whidi  that  can  be  done.  The  first 
method  is  by  l»-eaking  up  the  land  mono- 
poly, whidi  exists  in  erery  State;  and  the 
second  is  by  means  of  the  Tariff.  I  regret 
very  much  "to  see  that  the  presCTt  Go%ern- 
ment  hold  out  not  a  single  ray  of  hope  in 
either  direction.  It  absolutely  refuses  to 
attack  the  land  monopolv.  It  says,  "  We 
will  not  touch  it ;  that  is  the  duty  of  the 
States."  It  will  not  create  industries  bv 
means  of  the  Tariff  ;  it  absolutely  refuses 
to  do  so.  It  says  that  the  policy  of  Pro- 
tection is  in  suspensi(Hi,  that  the  Tariff  is 
not  to  be  touched,  except  for  revenue  pur- 
poses. So  far  as  I  can  see,  the  policy  of 
the  Government  is  one  which  will  not,  and 
does  not,  provide  for  any  increase  of  popu- 
lation. It  is  of  a  very  vague  and  indefinite 
character.  I  am  now  directing  my  attention 
to  what  I  believe  to  be  the  most  important 
issue  before  the  people  of  this  country. 
We  want,  not  only  the  people  who  are  now 
here  to  be  fully  emploved,  but  a  great 
many  more  people  to  OMne  here.  What 
hope  does  the  policv  of  the  Government 
hold  out  in  that  directit»i  ?  None  whatever. 
There  is  to  be  no  interference  with  the  land 
monopolist.  He  is  sacred.  He  must  not 
be  touched. 

Senator  Givens. — That  is  one  of  the 
reasons  why  the  fusion  was  brought  about. 

Senator  STEWART.— 1  believe  that  it 
'as  the  chief  reason.    I  beliCT-e  that  the 


fusion  was  brought  about  by  the  pressure 
of  financial  institutions,  which  have  loaned 
huge  sums  of  money  on  present  values,  and 
which  are  afraid  that,  if  a  land  values  tax 
wCTe  imposed,  those  values  would  be  inter- 
fered with.  Those  people  pJaoe  what  they 
COTceive  to  be  their  own  private  interests 
befwe  the  welfare  of  Australia. 

Senator  Givens. — ^And  the  fusi(Hi  party 
are  their  pliant  tools. 

Senator  STEWART.— They  are  the 
pliant  tools  of  the  land  monopolists  and 
the  Employers'  Federaticm.  The  fusion 
was  worked  up  in  the  <^fice  of  the  Em- 
plmers'  Federation. 

Senator  Vabdon. — Kill  them  t 

Senator  STEWART.— I  have  no  desire 
to  kill  them,  but  I  do  desire  to  rescue 
Australia  from  the  d(xnination  of  an  in- 
stitution which  is  driving  this  country  to 
ruin  as  fast  as  it  possibly  can. 

Senator  Vardon. — The  honorable  sena- 
tor has  a  splendid  imagination. 

Senator  STEWART.— I  should  be  very 
thankful  if  this  were  only  imagination. 
But  I  am  afraid  that  it  is  going  to  be  very 
real  one  <rf  these  days.  If  a  foreign  enemy 
appears  <xi  our  coasts,  where  will  the  land 
values  which  now  prevail  be?  Where  will 
be  the  security  of  the  financial  institutions 
then?  They  will  be  worthless.  Their 
best  security  is  a  large  and  prosperous 
population.  I  stigmatize  honorable  senators 
who  refuse  to  lay  hands  on  the  evil  mono- 
poly which  is  crushing  Australia  as  enemies 
of  their  rountry.  They  mav  not  mean  to 
be,  but  that  is  the  effect  of  their  policv. 
They  are  taking  up  an  attitude  as  detri- 
mental to  the  best  interests  of  Australia  as 
they  did  when  the  White  Australia  question 
was  being  agitated  a  few  years  ago. 

Senator  Vardon. — Ninety-three  per  cent, 
of  the  land  is  still  in  the  hands  of  the 
Government  of  these  States. 

Senator  STEWART.— Fcatunatelv  the 
good  sense  of  the  people  of  Australia  en- 
abled them  to  beat  donn  the  attempt  to 
flood  this  coimtry  with  Asiatics  that  had  its 
origin  in  the  office  of  the  Emploj  ers'  Fede- 
ration, and  in  the  secret  recesses  of  the 
financial  institutions.  T  believe  that  the 
good  sense  and  patriotism  of  the  people 
will  enable  this  battle  also  to  be  fought  to  a 
successful  issue.  Unless  the  lands  are 
thrown  open,  what  is  to  become  of  our 
countrv?  Half  the  people  of  Victoria 
are  living  within  a  few  miles  of  Melbonme. 
and  in  New  South  Wales  half  the  people 
live  within  sight  of  the  post-office  clocks 
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Senator  Findley. — We  are  rapidly  losing 
our  rural  population. 

Senator  STEWART. — Because  it  ap- 
pears to  be  the  policy  of  every  State 
Govemnient  to  put  poor  men  on  poor  land. 

Senator  Clemons. — The  rural  popula- 
tion is  going  into  the  city. 

Senator  STEWART.— Because  they 
find  it  so  exceedingly  difficult  to  make  a 
living  on  country  land.  Senator  Clemons 
knows  that  there  is  ample  rotMn  in  Tas- 
mania for  six  times  the  present  population 
of  the  State.  If  the  land  were  dealt  with 
as  it  should  be,  instead  of  Tasmania  lositig 
population,  as  is  the  case  every  year,  there 
would  be  a  large  accession.  As  to  New  South 
Wales  it  is  simply  a  scandal  that  during 
1908,  that  huge,  rich  State,  which  is  bor- 
rowing money  and  spenHing  it  right  royally, 
and  obtaining  a  large  revenue  from  the 
Tariff  and  from  land  sales,  actually  lost 
population  to  the  number  of  between  three 
and  four  thousand.  That  shameful  fact 
should  make  honorable  senators  put  their 
thinking  caps  on  and  discover  the  reason. 

Senator  Clemons. — Those  figures  are-  al- 
most certain  to  be  erroneous. 

Senator  STEWART. — I  am  not  vouch- 
ing for  them.    But  they  are  c^cial. 

Senator  Pulsford. — They  are  only  esti- 
mates. 

Senator  STEWART. — If  the  honorable 
senator  knows  that  the  manner  in  which 
these  statistics  is  ccMnpiled  is  wrong,  he 
should  bring  it  befwe  Parliament  and  have 
the  error  rectified. 

Senator  Colonel  Neild. — I  think  we 
should  have  a  quorum  present.  [Quorum 
formed.]. 

Senator  STEWART.— If  anything  is  to 
be  done  to  better  the  condition  of  Aus- 
tralia, the  land  monopoly  must  be  broken 
up.  Senator  Vardwi  has  interjected  that 
a  large  proportion  of  the  land  of  Australia 
is  still  in  the  hands  of  the  States.  That 
is  undoubtediv  true.  But  it  is  nevertheless 
a  fact  that  the  State  Governments  have  had 
to  re-purchase  land.  The  only  land  now 
available  to  selectors  is  that  upon  which  it 
U  exceedingly  difficult  for  any  one  to  make 
a  living.  Why  is  it  necessary  for  the  State 
Governments  to  re- purchase  estates? 

Senator  Vardon. — ^Because  people  want 
land  close  to  a  railway,  and  because  thev 
have  not  the  pluck  to  go  out  and  subdue  the 
country  as  their  fathers  did. 

Senator  STEWART.— If  the  honorable 
senator  were  a  farmer  he  would  want  land 
near  a  rulway. 


Senator  Vabdon. — I  should  not  want 
somebody  else's  land. 

Senator  STEWART.— He  would  know 
that  if  he  wished  to  make  a  living  for  him- 
self and  family,  without  enslaving  them,  he 
must  have  cheap  land,  good  land,  land 
near  a  railway,  and  a  fair  rainfall.  All 
these  things  are  requisite  for  success  upai 
the  b.nd. 

Senator  Vabdon. — Last  night  I  gnve  an 
instance  of  millions  of  acres  of  land  being 
available,  upon  which,  according  to  the 
testimony  of  a  Labour  man,  people  can  go 
and  make  prosperous  homes. 

Senator  STEWART.— I  hope  they  will 
go  there.  I  know  of  land  in  Queensland 
upon  which  people  could  make  prosperous 
homes  if  they  were  allowed.  But  the  land 
is  in  the  hands  of  private  monopolists,  who 
demand  a  monopoly  value  for  it. 

Senator  Vardon. — People  can  get  land 
in  South  Australia  for  one-eighth  of  a 
penny  rental,  and  upwards. 

Senator  STEWART.— I  should  like  to 
ask  Senator  W.  Russell  whether  that  state- 
ment is  correct.  He  is  a  farmer,  and 
knows  whether  the  land  of  which  Senator 
Vardon  speaks  is  available  for  poor  selec- 

tCH-S. 

Senator  W.  Russell. — What  T  know  is 
this:  The  South  Australian  Government 
may  say  that  the  land  is  valuable,  but  they 
ar»  still  re-purchasing  other  lands  for  closer 
settlement. 

Senator  Vardon. — I  quoted  the  words  of 
Mr.  Clarence  Goode,  a  practical  farmer  and 
member  of  the  Labour  party. 

Senator  McGregor. — But  that  land  is 
not  surveyed.    Mr.  Goode  knows  that. 

Senator  STEWART.— I  shall  be  very 
glad  to  learn  that  that  land  is  taken  uji. 
Apparently  under  the  influence  of  the 
Labour  partv,  settlement  has  been  procee<l- 
ing  more  rapidly  in  South  Australia  than 
elsewhere. 

Senator  Vardon. — ^The  Labour  GoAorn- 
ment  had  nothing  to  do  with  it.  They 
came  in  on  the  flood  tide  of  prosperity,  and 
could  not  go  wrwig. 

Senator  STEWART.— There  has  been 
prosperity  elsewhere,  and  yet  the  departures 
from  New  South  Wales  have  exceeded  the 
arrivals.  In  Tasmania  the  same  is  the  case. 

Senator  Vardon. — The  Labour  Govern- 
ment in  South  Australia  claimed  that  all 
the  good  seasons  were  due  to  their  advent 
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Senator  STEWART.— I  say  that  every 
portion  of  Australia  has  Been  equally  pros- 
perous. 

Senator  Gray. — New  South  Wales  has 
not. 

Senator  STEWART.— New  South  Wales 
was  never  more  prosperous.  Yet  in 
spite  of  good  seasons,  the  expradi- 
ture  of  loan  money,  and  a  huge  revenue 
from  the  Tariff,  as  well  as  the  large  sums 
which  were  annually  paid  into  the  Treasury 
frwn  sales  of  land,  people  were  leaving  the 
State  faster  than  they  were  coming  in. 
There  must  be  something  radically  wrong 
with  the  administration  of  the  State  when 
that  can  be  said  of  it. 

Smator  Gray. — No,  there  is  something 
radically  wnxig  with  the  honorable  senator's 
figures. 

Senator  STEWART.— It  is  all  very  well 
to  blame  the  figures.  I  take  the  figures  as 
1  find  them.  1  did  not  manufacture  them. 
This  question  of  land  monopoly  must  be 
dealt  with  in  the  unmediate  future.  The 
lands  of  Australia  must  be  made  available 
to  the  people  at  a  reasonable  price  if  our 
population  is  to  increase  as  it  ought.  The 
people  of  Australia  will  have  to  choose  be- 
tween the  land  monopolist  and  progress.  If 
they  choose  the  land  monopolist,  they  must 
tfke  the  consequences.  I  hope  and  believe 
they  wil]  choose  progress,  and  if  they  do,  a 
number  of  honorable  senators  opposite  who 
are  allied  with  each  other  to  prevent  pro- 
gress and  to  prevent  the  increase  of  our 
population  will  find  themselves  in  a  very 
curious  position. 

Senator  McColl. — What  nonsense  ! 

Senator  STEWART.— Senator  McColl 
says  "  What  nonsense  !" 

Senator  McColl. — So  it  is;  absolute 
nonsense. 

Senator  STEWART. — No  man  in  Aus- 
tralia should  know  better  than  Senator 
McColl  that  what  I  am  saying  is  not  non- 
sense. 

Senator  McColl. — To  say  that  any  body 
of  men  in  Australia  are  banded  together 
to  prevent  the  progress  of  the  country  is 
ridiculous. 

Senator  STEWART.— I  say  that  honor- 
able senators  opposite  are  allied  for  that 
purpose,  because  that  must  be  the  effect  of 
their  policy. 

Senator  Chataway.- — We  say  the  same 
of  the  policy  of  hcmorable  senators  on  the 
other  side. 


Senator  STEWART.— We  know  that 
Senator  Chataway  was  allied  with  the  Bladk 
Laboiir  party  in  Queensland  foe  j-ears. 

Senator  Chataway. — I  was  hooted  in 
North  Queensland  because  I  was  agaiist 
black  labour. 

Senator  STEWART,— Of  course,  the 
honorable  senator  was  hooted  because  he  ad- 
vocated the  introducticHi  of  coolies, 
kanakas,  and  all  the  coloured  scum  of  Ada. 

Senator  Chataway. — The  honorable  sena- 
tor is  saying  what  he  knows  is  not  true. 

Senator  Needham. — Was  the  hoix>rabIe 
senator  hooted  in  the  streets  for  advocating 
black  labour? 

Senator  Chataway. — No,  for  advocating 
white  labour. 

Senator  STEWART.— I  did  not  know- 
that  the  honorable  senator  advocated  white 
labour. 

Senator  Chataway. — The  honorable  sena- 
tor knows  nothing  about  it ;  he  never  heard 
of  it. 

Senator  STEWART.— I  know  that  the 
honcffable  senator  was  a  strong  advocate 
of  black  labour,  and  that  tor  many  years 
he  edited  a  newspaper  that  sympathized 
with  black  labour,  and  in  which  he  was 
never  tired  of  stating  that  if  the  kanakas 
were  deported  the  sugar  industry  would  be 
ruined. 

Senator  Chataway. — I  could  prove  to  the 
hcHiorable  senator  that  I  did  not  do  it,  if 
that  would  be  of  any  use  to  him. 

Senator  STEWART.— For  once  the  hon- 
orable senator  was  a  false  prophet,  and  I 
hope  he  will  be  a  false  prophet  in  this  case 
also.  I  can  assure  him  that  the  people  who 
carried  the  White  Australia  policy  will 
bring  the  land  monopoly  question  also  to 
a  proper  issue.  There  is  another  means  of 
adding  to  the  population  of  Australia,  and 
that  is  by  the  operation  of  the  Tariff.  Sena- 
tor Best  tells  us  that  the  policy  of  Pro- 
tection of  the  previous  Deakin  Government 
has  not  been  departed  frcmi. 

Senator  Needhah.  —  Which  previous 
Deakin  Government? 

Senator  STEWART.— I  do  not  know. 
There  have  been  so  many  that  I  think  they 
should  be  ntmibered  and  labelled. 

Senator  ColcMiel  Neild. — The  haiorable 
senator  supported  them  all,  and  be  should 
know. 

Senator  STEWART.--I  would  ask  Sena- 
tor Neild  whether  he  is  prepared  to  support 
a  really  Protectiwiist  Tariff  whi<^  will 
create  industries  ^^^J^^^5^g!g^^^  in 
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New  South  Wales.  If  he  does  so  in 
future,  it  will  be  such  a  reversal  of  his  fwin 
that  I  shall  be  astonished. 

Senator  Gray. — The  honorable  senator 
means  to  ask  whether  Senator  Neild  will 
support  prcAibition. 

Senator  STEWART.— And  what  about 
Senator  Gray?  Will  he  support  a  Protec- 
tionist policy?  The  honorable  senator  has 
not  done  so  hitherto,  but  I  do  not  know 
what  he  may  do  in  the  future. 

Senator  Gray. — Will  the  honorable  sena- 
tor support  prohibition  ? 

Senator  STEWART.— I  shall  support 
the  highest  possible  Tariff  I  can  get.  I  wish 
to  see  everything  that  it  is  possible  to  manu< 
facture  in  Australia  made  here  by  Austra- 
lian hands. 

Senator  Gray. — And  the  honorable  sena- 
tor would  prevent  anything  going  out  of  th* 
country,  for  the  one  thin^  implies  the  other. 

Senator  STEWART.— Nothing  of  the 
kind ;  Senator  Gray  is  drawing  on  his 
imagination.  I  see  from  these  statistics 
that  during  the  last  twelve  months  we  im- 
ported over  ^1 2 ,000,000  worth  of  iron 
manufactured  goods. 

Senator  Needhah. — Does  the  hwiorable 
senator  think  that  the  present  Governm«it 
will  introduce  a  new  Tariff? 

Senator  STEWART.— I  do  not  think 
they  dare  touch  the  TariflF,  except  to  screw 
tnore  money  out  of  the  pockets  of  the  poor 
])eople  of  this  country.  Mr.  Joseph  Cook 
iias  said  that  the  Tariff  shall  not  be  inter- 
fered with  except  for  revenue  purposes. 

Senator  Millen. — Did  the  late  Govern- 
ment propose  to  introduce  a  new  Tariff  ? 

Senator  STEWART.— The  late  Govern- 
ment proposed  to  go  in  for  land  values  taxa- 
tion, and  they  proposed  to  make  the  Pro- 
tectionist policy  of  Australia  as  complete  as 
It  was  possible  to  make  it  in  the  way  pf 
new  Protection. 

Senator  Millen. — There  is  not  a  word 
about  it  in  the  Governor-General's  speech. 

Senator  STEWART.— No,  but  the  hon- 
oiable  senator  would  have  found  it  out 
later.  I  can  assure  him  that  if  the  bte 
Gcn-ernment  had  not  done  so  they  would 
not  have  had  my  support. 

Senator  Chataway.  —  That  would  not 
matter. 

Senator  STEWART. — Possibly  it  would 
matter  more  than  the  honorable  senator 
imagines.  The  Labour  party  is  not  like  the 
party  with  which  he  is  now  associated. 
Every  member  of  the  Labour  party  has  a 
voice  in  framing  its  policy.    The  majority 


of  the  members  of  the  party  are*  Protection- 
ists, and  if  the  party  had  remained  in  power 
I  air.  sure  they  would  have  insisted  upon 
the  policy  of  Protectiwi  being  carried  to  its 
scientific  conclusion. 

Senator  Millen. — Would  the  majority  in 
the  patty  have  compelled  the  Free  Trade 
members  of  the  party  to  go  with  them? 

Senator  STEWART.— Our  Free  Trade 
members  would  not  have  required  any  com- 
pulsi<Hi.  I  think  that  Senator  Millen  must 
be  perfectly  aware  that  the  hitherto  Free 
Trade  members  of  the  Labour  party  have 
now  accepted  Protection  on  condition  that 
it  is  accompanied  by  the  new  Protection. 

Senator  Clemons. — And  if  it  is  not  ac- 
companied by  the  new  Protection  ? 

Senator  STEWART.— It  would  be  ac- 
companied by  the  new  Protection  if  the 
development  of  the  policy  were  left  in  the 
hands  of  the  Labour  party. 

Senator  Clemons. — And  if  in  present 
circumstances  it  is  not  accompanied  by  the 
new  Protection,  what  then? 

Senator  STEWAR'l'.— Speaking  now  for 
myself,  I  say  that  I  believe  in  the  old  Pro- 
tection and  the  new,  and  if  I  cannot  get  the 
new  from  this  Government  and  can  get  the 
old,  I  shall  take  the  old  and  look  for  the 
new  from  some  other  Government.  I  know 
that  we  cannot  have  the  new  Protection 
without  the  old  Protection.  It  is  idle  to 
talk  about  the  new  Protection  imless  we 
have  industries  to  protect.  I  do  not  know 
how  other  members  of  the  Labour  partv 
may  regard  the  question.  They  may  say 
that  unless  we  have  the  new  Protection  we 
shall  not  have  the  old.  I  should  not  agree 
with  that.  I  say,  let  us  protect  our  indus- 
tries, and  then  we  shall  see  that  the  men 
engaged  in  them  are  also  protected. 

Senator  Needham. — Does  the  hcmorable 
senator  believe  in  the  old  Protection  with- 
out the  new? 

Senator  STEWART.— Senator  Needham 
is  trying  to  puzzle  me.  It  should  be  evi- 
dent to  the  hOTorable  senator  that  the  new 
Protection  can  be  of  no  earthly  value  to  us 
unless  we  have  industries  established  here, 
and  we  cannot  have  industries  established 
unless  we  create  them  by  means  of  a  pro- 
tective Tariff.  Having  protected  industries, 
I  say  we  must  have  the  new  Protecticm  as 
well.  I  should  like  to  point  out  to  hon- 
orable senators  that  the  question  of  land 
monopoly  is  intimately  associated  with  the 
policy  of  Protection.  I  say  that  the  policy 
of  Protection  can  never  secure  a  fair  trial 
side  by  side  with  land  m(xiopply.  Pro- 
tection and  destjWdaotf^OtBgl&nopoIy 
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are  complemoitary.  If  we  could  destroy 
land  monopoly  the  cost  of  living  in  Aus- 
tralia would  be  materially  reduced.  Re- 
c^tly  I  read  statements  in  some  of  the 
journals  blaming  the  Tariif  for  the  in- 
creased cost  of  Uving,  but  I  say  that  land 
mon<^Iy  is  respcmuble  for  increased 
cost  of  Uving.  What  are  the  commodi- 
ties the  prices  of  which  have  been  in- 
creased? Do  we  import  beef?  Why  is 
beef  so  dear  in  Australia?  Wliy  is  fruit 
and  all  the  edibles  so  dear?  There  is  no 
other  reason  under  heaven  than  that  we  are 
cursed  by  this  vicious  destroying  land 
monopoly. 

Senator  Colonel  Neild. — It  is  the 
middleman  who  puts  up  the  prices. 

Senator  STEWART.— Senator  Neild  is 
an  excellent  military  authority,  but  he 
knows  nothing  about  the  production  of 
potatoes. 

Senator  Colonel  Neild. — More  than  the 
hcnorable  senatOT  knows,  or  has  the  brains 
to  understand. 

Senator  STEWART.— Senator  Neild  has 
held  a  position  of  great  honour  and  re- 
sponsibility in  the  Military  Forces,  and  I 
therefore  assume  that  he  knows  something 
about  defence,  but  I  think  that  he  does 
not  know  much  about  growing  turnips. 

Senator  Colonel  Neild.— That  simply 
shows  the  honorable  senator's  ignorance. 

Senator  STEWART.— I  shall  be  very 
glad  if  the  hcmorable  senator  can  enlighten 
me  on  the  point.  He  may  know  a  great 
deal  more  on  such  subjects  than  I  imagine. 

Senator  Colonel  Neild.— That  is  exactly 
the  fact. 

Senator  STEWART.— I  am  glad  to  hear 
it,  and  if  that  be  so,  the  honorable  senator 
will  agree  with  me  that  if  we  had  a  much 
larger  population  on  the  soil  growing  beef, 
mutton,  wheat,  potatoes,  onions,  and  all 
the  other  eatables,  the  prices  of  articles  of 
food  would  be  very  mudi  lower  than 
they  are  at  present.  I  honestly  believe 
that  for  the  increased  cost  of  living 
which  has  been  referred  to  land  monopoly 
is  largely  respcmsible.  I  observe  that  dur- 
ing the  last  twelve  months  we  imported 
something  like  ;^i2,ooo.ooo  worth  of  iron 
manufactures.  I  say  that  a  very^  large 
proportion  of  the  articles  included  in  that 
importation  should  be  manufactured  in 
Australia.  We  imported  also  about 
;^i5.ooo,ooo  worth  of  apparel,  cotton  and 
woollen  goods.  Being  a  large  wool-pro- 
ducing country  we  ought  to  manufacture 
here  every  vard  of  tweed  reauired  in  Uw 
Cbmmonwe^lth.      We  should   not  only 


manufacture  what  we  require  for  ourselves, 
but  we  should  be  exporters  of  wooller 
goods.  Instead  of  sending  our  wool  t* 
Great  Britain  for  manufacture  and  gettirg 
a  large  prop<Hti(m  of  it  back  in  shodd\', 
we  should  manufacture  it  here  ourselres- 
and  so  ^ve  employment  to  our  own  people. 
The  present  Government  will  do  nothing  in 
connexion  with  the  Tariff  whidi  will  ex- 
tend the  manufacture  of  woollen  gpods 
in  Australia.  Have  we  anything  to  hope 
for  from  the  Government  in  that  direction  ? 

Senator  Turley. — We  shall  get  a  tax 
upon  tea. 

Senator  STEWART.— I  think  that  that 
is  very  probable. 

Senator  Gray.— The  Labour  parly  were 
themielves  responsible,  for  a  tax  upon  tei. 

Senator  STEWART.— The  honorable 
senator  is  entirelj^  wrong.  I  have  always 
opposed  the  taxation  of  tea  and  kerosene. 

Senator  Gray. — The  Labour  party  were 
instrumental  in  securing  the  imposition  of  a 
dutv  of  id.  per  lb.  upon  packet  tea. 

Senator  STEWART.— I  am  not  quite 
sure  that  I  voted  for  that  duty,  but  if  I 
did,  it  was  to  promote  employment  in  Aus- 
tralia. Will  the  Government  do  an\'thin{; 
to  encourage  the  manufactures  to  which  I 
have  referred  ?  Senator  Millen,  I  am  sat- 
isfied, will  do  nothing  for  us  in  that  cou- 
n^on.  Senator  Gray  will  do  nothing  for 
us,  Senators  Walker  and  Neild  are  Free 
Traders,  and  as  for  Senator  Eraser  I  do 
not  know  what  he  is.  That  htxiorable  senator 
has  been  all  round  the  fiscal  compass.  He 
has  been  a  Free  Trader,  a  Protectionist,  and 
a  Revenue  Tariffist.  He  is  this  to-day,  that 
to-morrow,  and  something  else  next  week. 
When  the  Tariff  was  under  ccMisideration  in 
the  Senate,  his  visits  to  the  Protet^tionist 
side  of  the  chamber  were  like  those  of 
angels — few  and  far  between.  I  believe 
that  his  Joss  had  on  one  occasion  to  take 
him  to  task,  and  I  have  even  heard  that  the 
honorable  senator  had  actually  to  sign  a 
document  pledpng  himself  to  support  Pro- 
tection, before  he  received  the  suppwt  of 
that  very  influential  Melbourne  newspaper. 

Senator  Walker. — Was  not  the  honor- 
able senator  himself  a  Free  Trader  at 
Home? 

Senator  STEWART.— Certainly  I  was. 
and  if  T  were  in  Great  Britain  to-morrow 
the  probability  is  that  I  should  be  a  Free 
Trader.  I  should  be  behind  the  Imperial 
Government  in  insisting  upon  the  taxation 
of  land  values. 

Senator  Chataway. — Without  any  ex- 
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Senator  STEWART.— Never  mind  the 
exemption.  The  hcMiorable  senator  is 'al- 
ways talking  about  ex«npti<Mi5.  If  there 
were  no  exemptions,  would  he  vote  for  a 
tax-  upon  land  values? 

Senator  Chataway. — Much  sooner  than 
I  would  vote  for  it  with  exemptions. 

Senator  STEWART.— The  honorable 
senator  wishes  to  get  at  the  poor  man  all 
the  time.  We  get  at  him  now  through  the 
Customs  House,  and  the  honOTable  senator 
would  get  at  him  through  a  tax  upon  land 
values.  I  am  not  gbing  to  tell  him  what 
is  my  opinion  in  regard  to  exemptions.  IT 
the  exemption  proposed  by  the  Labour  party 
were  found  to  be  too  high,  there  would  be 
nothing  to  prevent  it  being  lowered,  and  I 
should  offer  no  opposition  to  it  being  low- 
ered. 

Senator  de  Labgie. — I  thought  that  the 
honorable  senator  was  not  gcnng  to  tell  the 
SCTiate  that. 

Senator  STEWART.— I  have  not  said 
how  far  I  am  prepared  to  go  in  reducing  the 
exemption.  The  two  great  questions  be- 
fore the  public  at  the  present  time  are  those 
of  land  monopoly,  and  a  revision  of  the 
Tariff  such  as  will  lead  to  the  creation  of 
new  industries  and  the  consolidation  of 
those  which  are  already  established  in  a 
tentative  kind  of  way.  Now,  I  ask  the 
Government  whether  we  have  anything  to 
hope  for  from  them  so  far  as  the  solution 
of  these  questions  is  concernwJ?  I  do  not 
think  that  we  have.  They  ha\-e  declared 
against  a  land  values  tax.  They  say  that 
they  will  not  interfere  with  the  land 
monopoly,  and  that  they  will  not  revise  the 
Tariff  except  for  the  purpose  of  raising 
more  revenue.  They  evidently  wish  to  pile 
more  taxes  upon  the  poor  man.  They  will 
tax  his  tea. 

Senator  Clemons.— Have  they  said 
that  they  will  ? 

Senator  STEWART.— They  have  net 
said  anything  definite  yet,  but  I  think  that 
wt;  have  a  pretty  clear  indication  of  what 
is  in  their  minds. 

Senator  Fraser. — Is  the  honorable  sen- 
ator in  their  confidence  then? 

Senator  STEWART.— No.  I  do  not 
believe  that  the  honorable  senator  himself 
knows  what  is  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment. He  is  omtent  simply  to  support 
them  against  the  Labour  party. 

Senator  FkASEK. — I  am  against  the 
caucus  everv  time. 

Senator  STEWART.— The  honorable 
senator  is  against  the  Labour  party  all  the 


time.  He  is  in  favour  of  the  land  mono- 
polist. He  is  opposed  to  the  new  Trotec* 
tion. 

SenatM  Frasbr. — The  hcxiorable  senator 
is  wrong  there.  I  am  quite  in  favour  of 
men  receiving  adequate  wages  when  the 
Tariff  extends  protection  to  native  indus- 
tries. 

Senator  STEWART.— I  am  very  glad  to 
hear  that  I  suppose  that  he  will  support 
the  proposal  of  the  Government  in  regard 
to  the  new  Protection  because  he  knows 
that  it  is  worthless  and  will  accomplish,  no- 
thing. 

Senator  Givens. — Will  it  not  provide 
billets  for  one*  or  two  Ministerial  sup- 
porters?   What  about  Senator  Neild? 

Senator  STEWART.— I  believe  that 
there  is  something  in  that  suggestion.  But 
vve  do  not  want  to  lose  Senator  Neild.  He 
is  such  an  ornament  to  this  Chamber.  Bad 
as  he  is  we  might  get  somebody  very  much 
■  worse.  I  do  not  intend  to  occupv  the  time 
trf  the  Senate  at  greater  length.  I  trust  that 
at  an  early  date  we  shall  have  something 
definite  from  the  Government  in  regard  to 
their  policy,  that  the  ambiguities  in  which 
they  are  so  prone  to  indulge  will  be  re- 
moved, and  that  we  shall  obtain  a  straight- 
forward, honest  statement  of  their  inten- 
tions during  the  present  sessi(Mi. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD  (New  South 
Wales)  [6.4I.--I  had  no  intention  of  tak- 
ing part  in  this  debate,  and  would  not  have 
done  so  had  it  not  been  for  the  reprehensible 
diatribe  of  the  late  Minister  of  Defence  in 
reference  to  Major-General  Hoad.  The  hon- 
orable senator  appears  to  have  learned 
something  from  a  paragraph  or  two  pul>- 
lished  in  to-day's  Herald.,  and  he  used  por- 
tion of  the  information  thus  gleaned  in  a 
way  that  I  consider  absolutely  and  wickedlv 
reprehensible.  He  has  chosen  to  attack  a 
gentleman  who  outlines  in  the  journal  to 
which  I  have  alluded  the  very  objections 
which  Senator  Pearce  this  afternoon  trotted 
out  as  his  own  ideas  of  what  was"  proper  in 
connexion  with  our  cadet  system.  As  the 
paragraph  relating  to  this  matter  has  no  re- 
ference whatever  to  the  proceedings  of  this 
Parliament.  I  know  that  I  shall  be  in  order 
in  reading  it. 

Senator  Henderson. — Senator  Pearce 
could  not  possiblv  have  seen  that  paragraph 
before  he  made  his  statement  this  afternoon. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD. — Of  course  he 
could  have  done  so.  A  copy  of  the  Herald 
was  in  the  Senate  club  rocin  at  least  half 
an  hour— and  Jig;S^y^y09(Jgfe-*«fore 
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Senator  Pearce  spoke  in  this  Chamber.  The 
paragraph  in  question  is  headed  "  Diminu- 
tive Caxlets,"  "Cannot  Bear  Arms,"  and 
"Standards  Departed  From."    It  reads— 

Major-General  Iload,  in  his  comments  upon 
the  parade  of  rae!ropoUlnn  cadets,  heiii  at  St, 
Kilda-road  on  Monday  afternoon,  expressed  the 
opinion  that  a  good  percentage  of  the  lads  who 
paraded  were  not  strong  enough  to  carry  and 
use  a  rifle.  Some  of  the  lads  were  under  the 
standnid  fixed,  both  in  regard  to  height  and 
age,  and  it  is  admitted  by  oflBcers  that  this  has 
not  been  rigidly  adhered  to,  through  a  desire 
to  inctAse  the  numbers— they  refer  to  it  as  the 
"  strength  "—of  the  corps  as  rapidly  as  jws- 
sible. 

In  view  of  General  Head's  observation,  it 
may  be  of  interest  to  state  the  weights  of  the 
riOes  issued  to  cadets.  They  are  of  two  types, 
v«.  :— The  Francotte,  of  .23  calibre,  weiahmg 
Slb.  2J0Z.,  and  the  Wesley -Richards  .310  bore, 
weighing  51b.  1302. 

For  very  small  boys  those  rifles,  carried  for 
hours^  become  a  serious  burden.  This  mav  be 
appreciated  when  it  is  stated  that  the  rifle 
carried  by  militia  men  is  only  a  little  more  than 
two  pounds  heavier,  and  these  prove  burden- 
some enough  during  a  long  match  or  protracted 
parade. 

That  is  precisely  wh.it  we  heard  from  Sena- 
tor Pearce  this  afternoon.  That  honorable 
senate  also  seems  to  have  seen  the  next 
paragraph  in  the  Herald,  which  is  headed 
"Minister's  View,"  and  "  Physical  Train- 
ing Required."   This  paragraph  reads— 

The  Minister  for  Defence  was  interviewed 
lo  dav  regarding  General  Hoad's  statement. 

"It  is  desirable,"  said  Mr.  Joseph  Cook, 
"that  before  the  boys  come  to  the  stage  of 
bearing  arms  they  should  have  a  thorough  phy- 
sical training  to  set  them  up,  and  enable  them 
to  carry  rifles.  That  appears  to  be  the  general 
view  of  military  expert  authorities  throughout 
the  world.  In  Switzerland,  for  mstance,  it 
is  stated  that  they  do  much  better  with  the 
senior  cadet  after  he  has  had  physical  tram.ng 
in  his  younger  days.  It  stands  to  reason  that 
the  better  physically  the  better  are  the  boys 
able  to  stand  up  to  the  requirements  of  dis- 
cipline and  training."  _  .  .     ^  • 

''You  would  have  the  trammg  carried  out  m 
the  State  schools?"  .  . 

"No  doubt,"  said  the  Minister,  "training 
undertaken  sufiiciently  early  will  help  niany  a 
weak  boy  on  the  road  to  strength,  and  fit  him 
for  the  duties  of  citizenship  in  after  life.  Al- 
together, apart  from  the  military  point  of  view, 
training  of  the  body  as  well  bS  the  mind  in 
the  schools  of  the  Commonwealth  is  of  the 
highest  possible  importance  to  the  coming 
nation." 

It  is  remarkable  that  Senator  Pearce  should 
have  expressed  these  very  sentiments  only 
this  afternoon  at  a  time  when  copies  of  the 
Herald  were  in  circulation  in  the  Parlia- 
*mtarv  Buildings,  and,  I  believe,  in  this 
■mber.    f  agree  entirely  with  the  state- 
ts  contained  in  the  extracts  which  I 
Senator  Colonel  li'eild. 


have  read.  But  there  was  no  reason  what- 
ever why  SenatCff  Pearce  should  have  made 
an  attack  upon  the  itispecting  officer. 

Smator   Pearce. — Does  the  honoraKe 
senator  say  that  Majcr-General  Hoad  is  an 
inspecting  officer? 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— He  was  an  in- 
specting officer  upon  the  occasion  in  ques- 
tion. Anybody  with  the  most  rudimentary 
knowledge  of  military  matters  knows 
that  any  t^cer  may  ,be  an  inspecting  officer. 
A  captain  may  be  sent  to  inspect  a  comT>any 
or  a  major  or  colonel  to  inspect  a  battalion. 

Senator  Pearce. — I  was  careful  to  sav 
that  I  did  not  know  whether  Major-General 
Hoad  had  cmvened  this  cadet  parade,  but 
it  was  stated  in  the  press  that  he  had,  and 
the  statement  has  not  been  contradicted. 

Senator  Colonel  XEILD.— But  because 
that  officer  convened  the  parade,  he  was  not 
responsible  for  the  condition  of  the  bovs 
who  attended  it.  He  gives  an  order,  and 
the  details  are  left  to  the  officers  in  com- 
mand of  the, different  units  to  carry  out. 

Senator  Pearce. — He  knows  what  the 
jtinior  cadets  are. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— He  knows 
what  the  duty  of  the  cadets  is,  but  he  is  not 
responsible  for  their  enrolment.  I  think  the 
majority  of  honorable  senators  pay  no  more 
attention  to  defence  matters  than  to  make 
them  the  subject  of  jocularity,  very  often 
ill-timed.  Anv  one  who  knows  anythin;^ 
of  Major-General  Hoad  as  an  Australia  it 
officer,  knows  that  he  is  the  very  last  man 
to  be  guilty  of  that  which  the  late  Minister 
of  Defence  so  refinedly  described  as 
"  frill."  If  there  is  a  man  in  our  forces 
who  sets  his  fare  against  anything  in  the 
direction  of  needless  display,  and  gives  an 
example  to  the  contrary,  it  is  Major-Gene- 
ral Hoad. 

Senator  Pearce. — I  did  not  charge  bin: 
with  being  responsible  for  what  has  passed, 
but  the  Minister. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— The  honor- 
able senator  abused  this  high  officer  of  State 
in  a  manrer  which  was  highly  discreditable 
to  him  as  the  late  occupant  of  the  Minis- 
terial portfolio.  His  conduct  was  most  re- 
prehensible. 

Senator  Pf.arce. — That  is  not  so,  and 
the  honorable  senator  knows  it. 

Senator  St.  Letcer. — He  quoted  him  all 
the  time  as  the  Inspector -General. 

Senator  Pearce. — In  connexion  with  the 
staff,  I  charged  the  Ministei-  with  putting 
on  the  "  frill." 

Senator  Neudham.  — ^This  is  a  goorf 
"stone-wall."  Digitized  by  GoOglc 
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Senator  Cblonel  NEILD.— I  do  not  think 
that  the  hOTOrable  senator  would  make  even 
a  good  brick  in  a  wall ;  he  is  not  big 
enough. 

The  PRESIDENT.— Order!  T  ask 
Senator  Needham  not  to  interject  further. 

Senator  Needham. — This  will  be  the  last 
roilitarv  man  to  fill  a  gap  in  any  trouble  in 
Australia — ^the  honorable  and  gallant  colo- 
nel. 

The  PRESIDENT.— Order! 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— I  will  box 
the  little  beggar's  ears. 

Senator  Needham. — The  honorable  sena- 
tor imagines  that  he  is  a  military  man. 

The  PRESIDENT.— Order  I 

Senator  Colonel  N  E I LD .— The  ex- 
Minister  of  Defence  has  made  a  strong  at- 
tack  

Senator  Needhau-  —  On  the  alleged 
c<^<Hiel. 

Senator  Eraser. — The  hOTorable  senatcn: 
might  be  caught  in  a  butterfly  net. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— Mr.  Presi- 
dent, I  appeal  to  you  to  maintain  order. 

The  PRESIDENT.— Order  !  Senator 
Needham  must  realize  that  the  last  inter- 
jection must  be  offensive.  I  ask  him  now 
to  desist.  Interjections  must  be  discon- 
tinued, because  business  must  go  on;  I 
shall  see  that  it  does. 

Senator  McGregor. — Mr.  President,  did 
you  hear  any  other  honorable  senator  in- 
sinuate that  Senator  Needham  might  be 
caught  in  a  butterfly  net?  Was  not  that 
an  insult  to  him? 

The  PRESIDENT.— Such  an  interjec- 
tion should  not  have  been  made. 

Senator  McGregor. — It  has  been  mada 
from  the  other  side. 

Senator  Needham. — It  hag  been  made, 
sir,  and  it  is  quite  evident  that  you  hear  one 
side,  and  not  the  other. 

The  PRESIDENT.— Order  I  I  ask  the 
hcMiorable  senator  to  withdraw  that  state- 
ment unreservedly,  and  to  apologize  for 
making  it. 

Senator  Needham. — I  withdraw  the 
statement    I  do  not  apologize. 

The  PRESIDENT.— Does  the  honorable 
senator  withdraw  the  statement  and  apolo- 
gize?   I  ask  him  now  to  apolt^ize. 

Senator  Needham. — I  do  not  see  the 
necessity  of  apologizing. 

The  PRESIDENT.— I  am  the  judge  of 
that  at  present,  and  I  ask  the  honorable 
senator  to  apologize. 

Senator  Needham. — If  I  have  offended 
you,  I  will. 


The  PRESIDENT.— I  understand  that 
the  honorable  senator  has  withdrawn  the 
remark  and  apol<^ized? 

Senator  Needham. — I  have  done  so. 

Senator  Henderson. — Mr.  President, 
may  I  ask  whether  you  heard  an  hwiorable 
senator  interject  

The  PRESIDENT.— Order.  The  hon- 
orable senator  will  resume  his  seat.  If  an 
interjection  or  a  disorderly  statement  is 
made,  the  duty  of  any  honorable  senator 
who  hears  it  is  to  at  once  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Chair  to  it,  but  we  cannot  go 
back  to  what  preceded  the  statement  of 
Senator  Needham.  Interjections  are  alto- 
gether too  frequent  and  of  a  character 
which  they  ought  not  to  be.  I  do  not  say 
that  the  interjections  come  from  one  side 
more  than  from  another.  Both  sides  are 
offenders  in  that  respect. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— Senator 
Pearce  strongly  denounced  the  appointment 
of  certain  (^cers,  one  in  each  State,  in 
connexion  with  the  positi<»i  now  occupied 
by  Major-General  Hoad,  and  declared  that 
the  duties  which  he  has  now  to  discharge 
are  exactly  the  same  as  those  previously 
discharged  by  Colonel  Bridges,  who  had  no 
similar  retinue  ot  staff.  I  reply  that  the 
duties  to  be  discharged  by  Major-General 
Hoad  as  Chief  of  the  Imperial  Staff— he 
is  here  in  an  Imperial  as  well  as 
a  Ccwnmonwealth  capacity  —  are  most 
distinctly  different  from  the  duties 
which  Colonel  Bridges  discharged  as 
a  member  of  the  Military  Board.  Cblo- 
nel Bridges  was  necessarily,  and  still  is, 
an  officer  junior  to  Major-General  Hoad, 
but  the  duties  of  the  position  occupied  by 
Colonel  Bridges  had  relation  solely  to  Aus- 
tralia. The  duties  which  Major-General 
Hoad  has  now  to  discharge  involve  a  con- 
nexion.  between  the  Commonwealth  Forces 
and  the  British  Forces,  and  it  is 
only  right  and  proper  that  this  con- 
necting link  should  have  in  each  State 
an  <^cer  under  his  immediate  personal 
authority  to  attend  to  correspondence 
and  obtain  returns  or  detailed  informa- 
tion at  the  moment  it  is  required  without 
it  having  to  filter,  as  it  must  necessarily 
otherwise  do,  through  the  head -quarters 
staff  in  Melbourne,  and  the  district  staff 
in  each  State,  involving  needless  cor- 
respondence and  a  most  unnecessary 
minuting  of  papers  and  consequent  delay. 
How  can  these  various  gejitlemen,  scattered 
all  round,  give  a  personal  importance  to  the 
Major-General.  who  wilk never  have  them 
together  at  anjDip»dtiiAeJO©g4£:h  State 
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he  visits  he  will  have  one  c^Scer  in  attaid- 

ance  upon  him.  That  will  save  travelling 
expenses ;  that  is  a  great  deal  better  than 
carting  a  staff  all  over  the  country.  But 
what  has  this  officer  done  in  the  past?  He 
has  travelled  all  over  the  Commonwealth 
without  even  so  much  as  an  aide-de-camp 
or  a  commissitKied  officer  in  his  train.  By 
mail-boat  and  train — and  I  speak  of  my 
own  knowledge — he  has  travelled  with  no 
other  retinue  than  a  warrant  officer.  He 
has  not  had  even  a  commissioned  officer, 
the  most  junior  lieutenant  in  the  forces, 
to  attend  upon  him.  No  man  who 
has  ever  occupied  such  a  position  of  im- 
portance as  he  occupies  has  put  the  country 
to  a  smaller  expense  in  the  matter  of  per- 
sonal attendance  or  professicmal  retinue. 

Senator  Pearce. — The  honorable  sena- 
tor is  fighting  a  shadow.  Nobody  has  said 
anything  different. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD. — I  know  no 
more  about  the  matter  than  what  X  heard  the 
honorable  senator  say,  and  what  I  read  in 
the  newspaper. 

Senator  Pearce. — ^The  honorable  senator 
has  never  heard  me  say  anything  different 
from  that.    He  is  onlv  flogging  a  shadow. 

The  PRESIDENT.'— Order. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD. — Let  the  hon- 
orable senator  read  the  report  of  his  elo- 
quence to-morrow  morning,  and  be  ashamed 
of  himself  when  he  does. 

The  PRESIDENT.— Order.  The  hon- 
orable senator  is  not  in  order  in  stating 
that  an  honorable  senator  ought  to  be 
ashamed  of  himself. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD. — Mr.  Prea- 
dent,  if  I  used  any  improper  phrase,  I  will 
withdraw  it,  but  I  think  that  in  the  noise 
which  was  going  on,  you  scarcely  caught 
whnt  I  said. 

Senator  Needham. — Will  the  honorable 
senator  apologize  for  his  statement? 

The  PRESIDENT.— Order. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— Senator 
Pearce  was  denying  certain  allegations  that 
I  made  with  reference  to  his  statement,  and 
I  said :  * '  I^t  the  honorable  senator  read 
the  report  of  his  eloquence  tomorrow  morn- 
ing, and  be  ashamed  of  what  he  has  said." 
You  will  see,  sir,  that  it  merely  has  refer- 
ence to  what  might  happen,  but  if  vou  think 
i(  was  out  of  order,  I  will  withdraw  it  at 
once. 

The  PRESIDENT.— I  point  out  to  the 
honorable  senator  that  it  is  objectionable  to 
sav  that  another  honorable  senator  ought  to 
be  ashamed  when  he  sees  the  report  of  his 
speech  in  the  press. 


Senator  Peabce. — May  I  say,  sir,  that 

the  statement  was  directed  at  me,  but  com- 
ing from  the  honorable  senator,  I  take  no 
notice  of  it. 

The  PRESIDENT.— Order.  I  ask  the 
honorable  senator  not  to  make  the  posidoo 
any  worse. 

Senator  Eraser. — That  is  quite  correct. 

Senator  Guthrie. — Yes,  when  it  is  on 
this  side. 

The  PRESIDENT— Order.  I  call 
upon  Senator  Guthrie  to  withdraw  that 
statCTient. 

Senator  Guthrie. — The  remark  was 
made  in  reply  to  Senator  Fraser's  interjec- 
tion, sir. 

The  PRESIDENT.— I  thought  the  hon- 
orable senator  referred  to  myself. 

Senator  Eraser. — I  <mly  said,  "  That  is 
quite  correct." 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD. — I  have  no 
knowledge  of  these  matters.  They  have  not 
been  reported  to  me,  but  I  necessarily  kxiotr 
s(»nething  of  what  has  gone  on  in  the  De- 
fence Forces  fOT  many  years,  so  far  as  any^ 
charge  can  be  levelled  against  the  gentleman  ' 
occupying  now  the  most  responsible  posi- 
tion which  any  military  <^icer  has  ever  oc- 
cupied in  Australia,  inasmuch  as  he  is  a 
very  important  and  oflScial  link  between  the 
Australian  Defence  Forces  and  the  De- 
fence Forces  of  the  rest  of  the  Empire. 
No  man  has  ever  occupied  a  positimi  of  so 
much,  responsibility  with  less  attempt  at 

gsrsonal  aggrandisement,  or,  to  use  Senator 
earce's  phrase,  with  less  frill,  than  has 
Major-General  Hoad. 

SenahMT  Neeoham. — That  is  all  the  hoa~ 
OTable  senator  knows  about  defoice — the  re- 
cords of  the  Departmrat. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— There  are 
some  things  that  are  worth  answering ;  and 
there  are  some  "  things  "  that  are  not  wwth 
answering. 

Senator  Needham. — The  honorable  sena- 
tor cannot  answer. 

The  PRESIDENT.— Order.  T  ask 
Senator  Neild  to  proceed  with  his  speech. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD. — Passing  from 
Senator  Pearce's  r^arks,  I  wish  to  say  a 
few  words  about  Senator  Stewart's  inost 
extraordinary  collection  of  prc^x>sitions.  His 
speech  was  a  sort  of  lucky  bag.  If  he  was 
trying  to  repeat  himself  without  doing  it  in 
such  a  mannir  as  to  attract  attention,  he 
managed  it  most  effectivelv.  But  while  he 
was  at  one  stage  demanding  increased  pro- 
tective duties,  as  the  cmly  possible  method 
of  saving  the  country,  he  was  also  declaim* 
ing  about  the  majpia^cdi^  WiQOgt^e  are 
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leaving  the  country  to  flock  into  the  towns. 
Why,  sir,  that  is  one  of  the  most  notorious 
things  in  the  whole  world.  The  more  duties 
you  put  oa,  the  more  you  encourage  manu- 
factures, the  more  you  attract  persons 
from  the  country  to  the  towns.  That  is  one 
of  the  greatest  certainties.  You  cannot  es 
tablish  factories  all  through  a  scattered 
population ;  you  can  only  have  factories 
where  there  is  a  density  of  population.  In 
no  country  are  factories  to  be  found  to  any 
great  extent,  except  in  centres  of  population. 
If  you  have  this  method  of  drawing 
the  people  from  the  country  to  the  city 
by  the  encouragemoit  of  industries— 
I  prefer  to  put  it  that  way — there  must  be 
exactly  that  very  condition  of  affairs 
which  Senator  •  Stewart  howls  over. 
He  howls  in  a  mai.ner  in  comparison  with 
which  the  wail  of  a  moonstruck  dingo  is 
absolutely  musical.  He  demands  an  in- 
crease of  Customs  duties,  and  then  de- 
nounces those  who  would  impose  duties 
upon  the  poor  and  suffering  people  of  this 
country.  How  can  we  have  increased 
duties  unless  they  hit  the  people?  I  am 
not  raising  the  question  of  Free  Trade  and 
Protection.  Free  Trade  has  always  been 
impossible  under  the  CcHnmdnwealth  Con- 
stitution. I  opposed  the  adoption  of  the 
Constitution  because  of  the  certainty  that  it 
would  destroy  what  has  been  the  traditional 
policy  of  New  Soulh'Wales  ever  since  that 
Slate  had  her  own  system  of  government. 
When  the  Con.stitution  of  the  Common- 
wealth destroyed  the  fiscal  policy  of  the 
State  from  which  I  com<!,  it  was  of  no  use 
to  demand  that  we  should  put  our  fiscal 
beliefs  fully  into  operation. 

Senator  McGregor.  —  The  honorable 
senator  is  not  allowed  to  raise  the  fiscal 
question  now.    He  dare  not  do  it. 

Senates-  Colonel  NEILD. — It  is  of  no 
use  to  make  an  attack  upon  a  man  who,  if 
he  could  put  his  Free  Trade  principles  into 
practice,  would  do  so,  but  who  cannot  be- 
cause a  majority  of  the  people  have  ren- 
dered the  application  of  his  principles  an 
impossibility.  I  have  never  shirked  the 
fact  that  it  is  the  duty  of  a  member  of  Par- 
liament, no  matter  on  which  side  he  sits,  to 
endeavour  so  to  arrange  matters  as  to  do  the 
greatest  good  to  the  greatest  number,  and 
the  least  amount  of  harm  possible.  It  is 
not  in  the  least  degree  useful  to  raise  the 
questicxi  of  Free  Trade  and  Protection  now. 

Senator  M-cGregor.  —  The  honorable 
senator  raised  it  on  steel  rails 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— If  I  could 
put  a  heavy  duty  on  my  honorable  friend. 


with  the  object  of  taxing  his  eflforts  at  wit, 
I  should  do  so  in  the  interests  of  the  Senate. 
I  arc:  heartily  with  the  Government  pro- 
posal with  regard  to  the  new  Protection,  if 
It  can  be  carried  out.  I  see  a  thousand 
difficulties.  For  many  years  I  have  been 
in  favour  of  profit-sharing  on  some  equit- 
able and  legitimate  system.  I  am  not  like 
those  whose  idea  of  Customs  duties  seems 
to  be  merely  the  enrichment  of  ^ployers. 

Senator  Vardon. — What  about  sharing 
the  losses? 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— I  know  that 
there  are  abimdant  difficulties.  But  if  the 
Government  can  bring  into  force  an  equit- 
able system  of  dividing  the  advantages  that 
may  accrue  from  any  fiscal  policy  between 
the  man  who  holds  the  money  and  ^he  man 
who  has  the  muscle,  I  shall  be  a  supporter 
of  such  a  policy. 

Dtbate  interrufted  under  sessional  order, 
and  sitting  suspended  from  6.J0  to  7.4.5 
P-nt. 

CONCILIATION  AND  ARBITRATION 
BILL. 

,  In  Committee: 
Clause  3. 
Progress  reported. 

Senator  Colonel  Neild. — On  a  point  of 
order,  Mr.  President,  I  submit  that  the 
Chairman  of  Committees  ought  to  have  re- 
ported that  the  Committee  have  made  no 
prcwress.  A  report  of  progress  cannot  be 
made  without  progress  being  rtade. 

The  PRESIDENT.— I  have  to  take  the 
report  of  the  Chairman  of  Committees  as  it 
is  given  to  me.    There  is  no  point  of  order. 

SUPPLY  BILL  (No.  1). 
Debate  resumed. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD  (New  South 
Wales)  [7.47].—!  have  said  all  that  I  have 
to  say.  I  should  have  closed  my  speech 
before  dinner  had  I  noticed  the  clock. 

Senator  Needham. — And  the  gallery. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— I  draw'vour 
attention,  sir,  to  that  offensive  interruption. 
Senator  Needham  said  "  No  gallery." 

Senator  Needham. — I  made  use  of  no 
such  remark. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.  —  The  word 
"  gallery  "  was  certainlv  used. 

The  PRESIDENT.  The  honorable 
senator  said  that  he  did  not  make  use  of 
such  a  remark. 

Senator  Colonel  NEUJ).  i  have 
nothing  further D(§^i^ Google 
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Senator  MILLEN  (New  South  Wales) 
[7.48].  —  During  the  afternoon  Senator 
Pearce  drew  attention  to  a  paragraph  ap- 
[jearing  in  one  of  the  newspapers  as  to  the 
recent  review  of  cadets.  In  the  course  of 
liis  speech,  he  took  the  Senate  into  his  con- 
fidence, and  drew  attention  to  a  decision 
which  had  been  arrived  at  b>  the  Military 
Board  in  regard  to  the  training  of  cadets. 
I  think  that  I  am  justified  in  saying  that 
the  hwiorable  senator  asked  whether  or  not 
Major-General  Hoad  was  seeking  to  get  be- 
liind  the  decision  of  the  Military  Board. 
I  have  recapitulated  what  I  understood  the 
honorable  senator  to  say,  because  if  I  have 
not  correctlv  stated  his  meaning,  possibly 
he  will  set  me  right  before  I  go  further. 

Senator  Pearce.— I  asked  whether  we  are 
to  take  it  that  the  statement  that  time  did 
not  permit  of  the  cadets  being  taken  into 
field  manoeuvres  indicated  that  the  policy 
laid  down  had  been  reversed. 

Senator  MILLEN.— I  merely  wish  to 
take  up  a  point  which,  if  allowed  to  stand, 
might  seem  to  some  extent  to  cast  a  reflec- 
tion upon  ^^aior-Gene^al  Hoad  and  upon 
the  Military  Board. 

Senator  Pearce. — No  such  thinj?  was  in- 
tended. 

Senator  MILLEN.— I  wish  to  make  the 
matter  quite  clear.  The  decision  arrived  at 
by  the  Military  Board  was  in  these  words — 

It  was  decided  to  recommend  that  the  object 
of  the  Cadet  Forces  was  to  be  (a)  the  physi- 
cal improvement  of  boys  under  the  age  of  14 
years,  and  such  elementary  drill  as  may  be 
useful  to  them  in  later  life. 

Senator  Pearce. — The  honorable  senator 
has  left  out  the  word  "  all"  before  the  word 
"  boys." 

Senator  MILLEN.— The  paper  from 
which  I  quote  was  supplied  to  me  by  the 
Department  this  afternoon,  and  the  word 
"  all  "  does  not  appear  in  it.  But  that  is 
immaterial.  The  object  is  stated  to 
be  the  physical  improvement  of  bovs 
up  tn  the  age  of  fourteen  yenrs.  "  Of 
ixjys"'  and  "of  all  boys"  would  mean  the 
same  thing.  But  it  docs  not  matter  whe- 
ther some  boys  or  all  boys  was  meant;  the 
question  raised  was  whether  or  not,  as  the 
result  of  the  decision  of  the  Military  Board, 
Iwvs.  some  or  all,  were  to  have  physical 
training;  substituted  for  military  drill. 

Senator  Pearce. — They  were  to  be  drilled 
whether  they  had  uniform  or  not.  That  is 
where  the  importance  of  the  word  "all" 
comes  in. 


Senator  MILLEN. — It  was  assumed  that 
the  object  of  the  Committee  was  to  recom- 
mend that  the  purpose  of  the  Cadet  Force 
was  to  be  the  physical  improvem^it  of  boys 
up  to  the  age  of  fourteen  years,  and  the 
giving  to  them  such  elementary  drill  as  might 
be  of  use  to  them  in  later  life.  There  is  in 
the  paper  a  second  paragraph  which  deals 
with  boys  over  fourteen,  but  that  is  not 
material,  and  therefore  I  do  not  intend  to 
read  it  unless  the  honorable  senator  wishes 
me  to  do  so. 

Senator  Peakce. — Will  the  honorable 
senator  read  the  first  paragraph  of  the 
second  part? 

Senator  MILLEN. — I  am  afraid  that 
that  has  not  been  supplied  to  me.  The  hon- 
orable senator  now  tells  me  that  he  had  no 
intention  to  reflect  upon  Major-General 
Hoad  or  the  Military  Boud.  I  am  pre- 
pared to  accept  his  assurance.  But  my 
point  is  this:  Although  the  Board  did  in 
November  last  make  a  certain  reccmimenda- 
tion  concerning  the  training  to  which  jimior 
cadets  were  to  be  subjected,  it  was  impos- 
sible to  bring  it  into  operation  at  once.  So 
far  as  the  honorable  senator's  words  can 
be  construed  as  a  reflection  upon  the  present 
Minister,  let  me  point  out  that  the  decision 
was  arrived  at  cm  the  20th  November.  If 
any  Minister  of  Defence  had  it  within  his 
power  to  give  effect  to  the  deciaon  it  was 
the  Minister  who  was  in  office  from  the  20th 
November  up  till  the  end  of  May,  rather 
than  the  Minister  who  can  hardly  be  said 
to  be  warm  in  his  seat. 

Senator  Pearce. — I  did  all  that  I  could. 

Senator  MILLEN.— I  do  not  doubt  that. 
But  the  honorable  senator's  words  were  to 
be  construed  as  associating  the  present  Min- 
ister of  Defence  with  his  criticism.  This 

system,  which  apparently  has  the  approval 
of  my  honorable  friend,  is  one  which  the 
present  Minister  approves  and  proposes 
to  give  effect  to.  So  that  so  far  as  policy 
is  concerned  there  does  not  appear  to  be  any 
difference  between  my  honorable  friend  and 
Mr.  Cook.  But  let  me  point  out  this — that 
it  was  recognised  by  those  who  made  the 
recommendation  that  it  was  not  possible  to 
bring  it  into  operation  at  once. 

Senator  Pearce. — Hear,  hear. 

Senator  MILLEN. — ^The  very  wording 
of  it  shows  that  it  was  not  to  be  regarded 
as  a  military  OTder,  and  to  take  effect  im- 
mediately, but  as  a  reoommendation  affirm- 
ing that  the  object  of  the  training  was  to 
be  set  out  in  the  ^j^^^lQ^g^g^. 
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Senator  Peasce. — Apparently  the  De- 
partment has  not  supplied  the  honorable 
senator  with  the  whole  document.  It  goes 
on — 

Recommcadcd  that  effect  be  given  to  these 
proposals  as  opportunity  occurs,  and  that  future 
regulations  be  framed  in  accordance  therewith. 

Senator  MILLEN.— Just  so.  The  re- 
mark of  the  honorable  senator  this  after- 
noon would,  I  think,  have  led  the  Senate 
generally  to  believe  that  there  had  been  a 
definite  order  given  at  the  end  of  last  year 
that  a  new  system  was  to  be  introduced.  All 
that  was  decided — I  think  wisely — was 
to  suggest  that  there  should  an  altera- 
tion in  the  method  of  training  junior  cadets, 
to  substitute  physical  drill  for  elementary 
military  drill.  That  detnsion  was  arrived 
at,  however,  with  the  full  knowledge  ti>at 
it  takes  scxae  time  before  we  can  pass  from 
one  system  to  another. 

Senator  Gitens. — Especially  if  you  do 
not  want  to  pass  into  the  new  system. 

Senator  MILLEN. — I  say  again  that  if 
there  was  one  Minister  whose  want  of  action 
may  be  taken  to  show  want  of  sympathy  it 
was  not  the  Minister  who  has  only  been  at 
the  Department  for  a  few  weeks,  but  the 
one  who  was  there  for  months.  I  do  not 
say  that  Senator  Pearce  did  not  attempt  to 
give  ^ect  to  this  recommendation  of  the 
Board.  I  do  not  say  that  there  was  any 
want  of  sympathy  on  his  part.  But  be- 
cause  the  Minister  who  has  only  been  there 
a  few  weeks  has  not  given  effect  to  the 
policy,  be  ought  not  to  be  blamed  seeing  that 
the  colleague  of  honorable  senators  opposite, 
who  was  there  for  months,  was  unable,  for 
reasons  which  I  have  no  doubt  were  good 
and  substantial,  to  launch  it.  Honorable 
senators  must  see  that  before  a  svstem  of 
physical  drill  can  be  introduced,  it  is 
necessary  to  have  instructors,  and  a  hun- 
dred and  one  preliminaries  have  to  be  ar- 
ranged. I  take  it  that  that  is  a  reason  whv 
Senator  Pearce,  while  approving  of  the  prin- 
ciple, found  himself  unable  to  bring  it  into 
immediate  operation.  I  am  glad,  how- 
ever, to  know  that  in  any  efforts  which  the 
present  Minister  of  Defence  may  make  to 
give  effect  to  the  policy,  he  is  assured 
beforehand  of  the  hearty  co-operation  of 
my  honorable  friends  opposite 

Senator  CLEMONS  (Tasmania)  [7.56I. 
— I  am  extremely  sorry  that  at  the  present 
stage  of  the  session  the  Ministry,  in  intro- 
ducing this  Supply  Bill,  should  have  asked 
for  two  mOTths'  Supply.  I  am  sorry,  not 
merely  because  the  proposal  represents  a 
ocHitinuance  of  a  practice  which  has  been 


rightly  denounced  by  very  many  members 
of  the  Senate  during  the  nine  years  of  its 
existence,  but  also  because  it  is  a  clear 
indication  that  the  present  Treasurer  feels 
himself  unable  to  present  his  Budget 
statement  within  the  time  covered  by  one 
m(xith's  Supply.  I  should  have  preferred 
that  the  Minister  for  Trade  and  Customs, 
when  moving  the  first  reading  of  the  Bill, 
should  have  frankly  put  the  position  before 
the  Senate,  and  have  said,  in  unmistakable 
terms,  that  the  Government  were  asking  for 
two  months'  Supply,  because,  owing  to  the 
very  grave  financial  position  in  which  we 
find  ourselves,  the  Treasurer  admitted  his 
inability  to  prepare  his  Budget  statement 
within  the  time  which  would  be  covered 
by  one  mcmth's  Supply. 

Soiator  Sir  Robert  Best. — That  is 

exactly  what  I  did  say. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— I  was  not  here 
when  the  honorable  senator  spoke,  but  I 
made  inquiries  on  the  subject,  and  I  did 
not  understand  that  that  was  said.  Ad- 
mitting that  it  was  said,  it  would  still 
have  been  much  better  if  the  Ministry  had 
askfd  for  <Hily  one  month's  Supply,  because 
then  we  should  have  had  scnne  reason  to 
hope  that  the  Treasurer  would  make  an 
earnest  effort  to  submit  to  Parliament  his 
Estimates  and  his  Budget  statement  within 
the  month.  There  certainlv  never  was  a 
time  in  the  history  of  this  Parliament  when 
the  adoption  of  such  a  course  was  more 
desirable  than  it  is  at  the  present  time. 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — I  said  also 
that  the  Treasurer  would  submit  his  Bud- 
gtt  at  the  earliest  possible  opportunity. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— I  accept  that  as- 
surance in  the  spirit  in  which  it  is  given, 
but  Senator  Best  must  jbe  aware  that,  in 
speaking  in  another  place,  the  Treasurer 
held  out  no  hope  that  he  would  be  able  to 
present  his  Budget  before  the  end  of 
August.  That,  I  suppose,  is  what  we  must 
expect.  The  condition  of  affairs  this  session 
is  such  that  the  Budget  and  Estimates  wiii 
practically  represent  a  Ministerial  state- 
ment on  the  most  important  subjects 
with  which  we  shall  have  to  deal 
during  the  session,  subjects  which  have 
been  little  more  than  hinted  at  in 
the  Ministerial  statement  issued  a  few 
days  ago.  Though  it  mav  be  incon- 
venient to  ^linisters  to  be  told  them,  thf-re 
are  other  reasons  why  it  is  mo.st  desirnl)le 
that  the  Budget  should  be  presented  liefore 
the  end  of  August.  'T^e  peop^  of  the 
Commonwealth^^^'^deeply  itet^U-to  know 
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what  the  financial  proposaJs  of  the  Govern- 
ment are,  seeing  that  they  affect  so  many 
serious  questions,  such  as  that  of  defence. 
I  do  not  wish  to  anticipate  anything  I 
might  desire  to  say  later  on  on  another 
motion,  but  it  must  be  admitted  that 
every  one  in  Australia  is  most  anxious  to 
know  as  early  as  possible  what  Ministers 
intend  to  do  in  respect  to  the  great  financial 
questi<His  before  us.  Frcxn  previous  exper- 
ience, in  session  after  session,  we  may  as- 
sume that  if  the  Budget  statement  is  not 
delivered  in  another  plsux  until  the  end  of 
August,  we  cannot  hope  to  have  the  Esti- 
mates before  tbe  Senate  until  late  in 
October. 

Senator  Givzns. — Does  not  the  honorable 
senator  think  that  anticipation  too  sanguine? 

Senator  CLEMONS.— I  wish  to  take  a 
view  which  will  not  press  unduly  upon  the 
Ministers.  I  say  that  the  most  sanguine 
member  of  the  Senate  cannot  expect  that  we 
shall  fret  the  Estimates  before  October, 
That  means  that  we  shall  have  to  go  on 
with  further  Supply  Bills,  that  the  Esti- 
mates will  be  threadbare  before  they  reach 
us,  and  the  greater  portion  of  the  money 
covered  hy  the  votes  to  be  proposed  will 
have  been  allocated,  and  a  great  deal  of  it 
spent.  We  shall  then  repeat  our  usual 
practice  when  the  Estimates  come  before  us 
of  deploring  the  fact  that  it  is  too  late  to 
make  any  serious  alteration,  and  that  we 
find  ourselves  absolutely  bound  to  accept 
what  is  put  before  us,  whilst  any  fair  op- 
portunity to  debate  the  Estimates  will  be 
denied  us.  I  cannot  entirely  agree  with 
Senator  Givens'  references  to  the  existing 
relations  between  the  Commonwealth  and 
the  States.  As  a  fair-minded  man,  I  am 
sure  that  the  honorable  senator  will  recog- 
nise that  so  long  as  our  financial  relations 
as  to  the  disposition  of  revenue  are 
governed  as  they  are,  and  will  continue 
to  be,  until  1910,  the  very  least  that  can 
l)e  expected  of  the  Commonwealth  is 
that  some  kind  of  courtesy  and  considera- 
tion will  be  shown  to  the  various  State 
Treasurers.  After  1910,  I  hope  that  the 
position  will  be  altered,  but,  under  existing 
conditions,  it  is  fair  that  that  consideraticHi 
should  be  shown  to  the  Treasurers  of  the 
States.  I  do  not  know  what  obtains  in 
Queensland,  but  I  know  that  in  the  small 
and  comparatively  unimportant  State  of 
Tasmania,  the  position  is  that  the  State 
Treasurer  does  not,  will  not,  and  cannot, 
make  anv  statement  with  regard  to  the  re- 
venue and  expenditure  of  the  State  until  he 
knows  how  his  revenue  is  likely  to  be 


affected  by  the  way  in  which  the  revenue  of 
the  C<xnmonwealth  will  be  determined  by 
the  Budget  of  the  Commonwealth  Trea- 
surer. 

Senator  Gtv£NS. — He  could  form  a 
fairly  accurate  estimate  of  his  revenue? 

Senator  Cl.RMONS.— If  Senator  Givens 
has  followed  with  me  the  aberrations  of 
Federal  finamx  for  the  last  eight  years,  be 
should  know  that  the  State  Treasurer  would 
be  a  bold  man  who  would  attempt  to  make 
any  explicit  or  definite  financial  statement 
until  the  Budget  of  the  Commonwealth 
Treasurer  been  presented.  I  do  not 
contend  that  for  that  special  reason  way  ob- 
ligation is  thrown  upon  the  Federal  Trea- 
surer to  introduce  his  Budget  at  an  early 
date,  but  I  think  that  is  one  reason  which, 
in  addition  to  others,  should  have  conadera- 
tion.  If  the  Budget  is  not  to  be  presented 
in  another  place  until  the  end  of  August, 
it  will  mean  that  the  Tasmanian  Parlia- 
ment must  go  into  recess,  because  the  State 
Treasurer  has  said,  and  the  public  officers 
of  the  State  quite  agr^  with  him,  that  it 
is  impossible  iot  him  to  prepare  his  finandal 
statement  tmtil  the  Budget  of  the  Federal 
Treasurer  has  beeq  issued.  I  think  I  have 
shown  reasons  for  the  regret  I  expressed 
in  my  opening  remarks  that  the  Government 
should  have  asked  for  two  months'  Supply, 
I  am  certain  that  it  will  be  conducive  to 
delav  in  the  delivery  of  the  Budget,  or, 
that,'  at  any  rate,  it  will  add  to  the  oppor- 
tunities which  the  Federal  Treasurer  mav 
avail  himself  of  to  postpone  its  delivery.  I 
regret  that  this  Ministry,  whose  policy, 
when  it  is  disclt^d,  I  should  like,  if  pos- 
sible, to  support,  has  begun  by  practically 
postpoting  important  business.  I  am  afraid 
they  are  already  falling  into  the  habit  of 
attempting  to  satisfy  Parliament  with  talk 
whilst  doing  very  little.  It  would  have 
been  better  if  they  had  taken  their  coinage 
in  iboth  hands,  and  made  an  effort  to  let 
Parliament  have  a  financial  statement  within 
a  month.  Such  a  feat  would  have  been  an 
indication  of  strength  in  the  Ministry, 
which,  I  believe,  honorable  senators  on  both 
sides  would  welccnne.  But  when  I  find  that 
instead  of  bringing  forward  the  Bud^ 
statement  without  delay,  they  are,  by  means 
of  this  Supply  Bill,  asking  leave  to  post- 
pone its  delivery  for  at  least  a  month  more 
than  is  necessary,  I  regret  the  request 
which  has  been  made,  and  I  shall  be  un- 
able to  support  it. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON'  (South 
Australia)  [8.6]. — As  I  understand. the  in- 
tention is  to  go  rigliyitii^  i^(t^O€)a|i^dera- 
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ti<xi  of  this  Bill,  and  to  take,  on  the  first 
reading,  the  whole  discussion  which  would 
ordinarily  take  place  on  the  first  and  second 
reading,  so  as  to  save  time,  which  is  a  very 
desirable  object,  I  wish  to  say  a  word  or 
two  before  the  debate  concludes.  Whoi  in 
the  middle  of  his  explanatory  statement  on 
•the  first  reading,  an  honorable  senator  in- 
quired of  the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Cus- 
toms whether  such  a  statement  was  neces- 
sary, I  thought  it  would  have  been  a  pity 
if,  having  embarked  upon  a  discussion  of 
details,  the  honorable  senator  did  not  com- 
plete what  he  desired  to  say.  But  I  make 
a  protest  now,  and  say  that  I  consider  it 
a  very  undesirable  practice  for  the  Min- 
ister in  charge  of  a  Supply  Bill  to  speak  at 
length  on  the  taadon  for  the  first  reading. 
So  far  as  I  am  aware,  this  course  has  be^ 
followed  in  the  Senate  only  b\-  Senator  Best. 
So  far  as  the  Minister  in  charge  of  a  Supply 
Bill  is  concerned,  there  is  no  difference  be- 
tween the  motion  for  its  first  reading  and 
the  motiOTi  for  the  first  reading  of  any  other 
Bill,  but  members  of  the  Senate  generally 
are  entitled  to  avail  themselves  of  the  op- 
portunity afforded  by  the  motion  for  the 
first  reading  of  a  Supply  Bill  to  discuss 
grievances.  Judging  bv  indications  notice- 
able around  the  Chamber  while  Senator 
Be£t  was  speaking,  I  feel  sure  that  if  he 
had  contented  himself  with  merely  submit- 
ting the  motion,  it  would,  in  all  probability, 
have  been  passed  without  discussion. 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — I  had  as- 
surances to  the  contrary. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMOX.— Then  I 
think  the  honorable  senator  was  very  un- 
wise to  encourage  a  discussion  instead  of 
putting  a  wet  blanket  on  it  at  once  by 
quietiv  submitting  his  motion  in  the  ordi- 
nary formal  way,  and  thus  throwing  the 
responsibility  fw  a  lengthy  debate  upon 
those  who  wished  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
opportunit>'  to  discuss  grievances.  I  feel 
sure  it  would  have  been  more  conduci^'e  to 
progress  and  expedition  in  the  transaction 
of  business  if  the  old  practice  which  has 
been  departed  from,  so  far  as  I  am  aware, 
only  by  Senator  Best  himself,  had  been 
reverted  to.  With  regard  to  the  Sup- 
ply asked  for,  it  seems  to  me  that  one 
point  has  altogether  been  overlooked. 
Senator  Clemons  laid  particular  stress  on 
the  delay  which  might  take  place  in 
presenting  the  financial  statmient  of  the 
Treasurer,  but  we  have  not  reached  that 
stage  at  all.  There  may,  or  may  not,  be 
doubt  as  to  the  proceedings  which  will 
eventuate,   but  there  is  no  doubt  that 


the  Government  is  upon  its  trial.  I 
am  not  aware  of  any  precedent  for  a  Go- 
vernment that  is  upcm  its  trial  asking  for 
extended  Supply.  I  think  that  we  must 
look  at  the  omstitutional  and  parliamoit- 
tary  position.  In  taking  that  view,  I  do 
not  seek  to  prejudge  the  issue  in  any  way 
whatever.  I  am  sure  that  the  Treasprer 
will  deal  with  this  matter  with  his  accus- 
tomed capacity,  but  the  situation  has  been 
discussed  as  though  the  Treasurer  who 
asks  for  the  Supply  is  sure  to  be  the  Trea- 
surer who  will  prepare  and  deliver  the 
Budget.  I  say  that  that  assumption  is  en- 
tirely unwarranted.  My  hraiorable  friend. 
Senator  Mitlen,  having  regard  to  the  saving 
of  valu^le  time,  has  suggested  that  the  dis- 
cussion upon  the  Ministerial  statement  of 
policy  should  be  taken  now.  That  course 
I  think  would  be  a  nH»e  or  less  convenient 
one,  but  the  effect  of  following  it  would 
be  to  treat  the  proceedings  in  another  place, 
which  have  given  rise  to  the  present  peculiar 
situation,  as  though  they  amounted  to  no- 
thing. My  own  view  is  that  we  occupv 
much  the  same  position  as  I  had  the  good 
or  ill  fortune  to  occupy  in  1904. 

Senator  Millen. — The  honorable  sena- 
te had  my  svmpathy  on  that  occasion. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— And  I 
extend  my  sympathy  to  the  Vice-President 
of  the  Executive  Council  now.  I  do  not 
know  whether  it  is  a  good  or  a  bad  omen, 
but  the  honorable  gentleman  will  doubtless 
recollect  that  I  emerged  from  the  ordeal 
triumphantly.  Upon  that  occasiwi,  it  feU 
to  my  lot  to  ask  for  one  month's  Supplv. 
which  represented  approximately  j^40o.ooo. 
That  is  the  amount  which  is  usually  asked 
for  by  a  Government  that  is  upon  its  trial, 
the  assumption  being  that  its  fate  will  be 
determined  before  that  Supply  is  exhausted ; 
and  that  if  it  does  not  emerge  triumphantly 
from  that  trial,  its  successors  will  ask  for 
a  further  grant  of  Supply.  But  no  Supply 
save  that  which  is  absolutely  requisite  has 
ever  been  asked  for,  either  in  this  or  anv 
other  Parliament,  while  a  no-confideiice 
motion  has  been  under  consideration.  I  am 
aware  of  no  precedent  for  the  course  which 
has  been  adopted  on  this  occasion.  From 
the  constitutional  and  parliamentary  point 
of  view,  it  is  undesirable  that  more  than 
one  month's  Supply  should  be  granted  now. 

Senator  Givens. — It  is  indecent  to  ask 
for  it. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMOX.— I  do  not 
say  that.  It  was  probably  asked  for  upon 
an  unwarranted  assumpriai4>X(tife,Govem - 
ment.    I  repeaP« '^vWygl^temment 
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u  upon  its  trial,  it  should  ask  only  for 
Supply  sufficient  to  enable  it  to  carry  on 
the  affairs  of  the  country  until  its  fate  has 
been  determined.    This  afternoon,  I  was 
very  glad  to  hear  what  Senator  Pearce  had 
to  say  in  regard  to  our  cadets.    I  did  not 
understand  that  he  intended  to  cast  any  cen- 
sure up(»i  the  present  Minister  of  Defence. 
As  Senator  Millen  has  stated,  it  is  impos- 
sible for  any  man  holding  that  office  to  be- 
come absolutely  seized  of  every  detail  con- 
nected with  it  within  a  period  of  two  or 
three  weeks.     Personally,   I  thought  that 
Senator    Pearce   spoke   with   very  great 
moderation.    But  what  I  specially  appre- 
<iated  was  the  fact  that  he  ibrouglit  under 
the  notice  of  the  Senate  a  most  important 
matter.   If  the  practice  which  he  explained 
is  to  prevail  in  regard  to  immature  bovs, 
it  will  strike  a  fatal  blow  at  our  cadet 
system,  which  is,  and  ought  to  he,  the  foun- 
dation of  any  properly  regulated  defence 
sf^heme.    No  mother  likes  her  young  boy  to 
i">e  ill  treated  either  by  bein^  subjected  to 
severe  discipline,  or  by  having  his  imma- 
ture   physical    powers    exhausted.  No 
mother  would  like  her  son  to  be  sent  home 
in  a  fainting  condition,  or  labouring  under 
a  physical  disturbance  which  would  lay 
him  up  for  days.    If  we  once  destroy  the 
disposition  of  parents  to  send  their  boys 
into  the  cadet  COTps,  we  shall  absolutely 
strike  at  the  root  of  the  whole  system,  and 
it  will  crumble  a^vay.    I  have  had  brought 
under  my  notice,  instances  which  bear  out 
what  has  been  so  well  said  in  this  con- 
nexion.   I  am  quite  sure  that  my  honoraJble 
friend,  Senator  Millen,  will  pass  on  to  his 
colleague  the  .  criticism    which    has  been 
levelled  against  the  existing  practice,  and  I 
hope  that  every  effort  will  be  made  to  con- 
tinue our  Cadet  Force  upon  the  best  foot- 
ing possible  by  making  it  rest  upon  the  en- 
couragement offered  to  boys  by  their  parents 
to  become  members  of  it.    Reference  has 
been  made  to  a  great  many  other  matters 
which,  in  reality,  do  not  hear  upon  the 
question  of  Supply.      Grievances  of  one 
kind  and  another  have  been  aired,  and  in  re- 
gard to  them  I  say  nothing.  I  have  no  par- 
ticular grievance  to  ventilate  myself,  but  I 
hope  that  the  suggestion  which  I  hare  made 
in  respect  of  the  motion  for  the  first  reading 
of  this  Bill   will  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion.   I  am  sure  that  my  honorable  friend, 
the  Vice-President  of  the.  Executive  Coun- 
ril,  cannot  point  to  any  case — other  than  the 
pres«it —  in  vtidcti  a  Minister,  in  submitting 
motion  for  the  first  reading  of  a  Supply 
has  made  a  speech. 

Senator  Sir  Josiak  Sytnen. 


Senator  SAVERS  (Queensland)  [8.20].— 
I  am  one  of  those  who,  during  the  last  two 
sessi<ms,  str«igly  objected  to  the  late  period 
at  which  the  Estimates  were  submitted  for 
our  consideration.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
Estimates  for  last  year  were  agreed  to  by 
this  Chamber  only  just  prior  to  the  ist 
December.  I  hope  that  their  consideration, 
will  not  be  delayed  to  such  a  late  period 
this  session.  If  I  thought  that  business 
would  be  expedited  by  the  granting  of  Sup- 
ply for  only  one  month,  I  should  be 
read}'  to  support  the  amendment  that 
lias  been  foreshadowed  by  the  Leader  of 
the  Opposition.  But  I  believe  that  the  onlv 
effect  of  granting  Supply  for  one  month 
would  be  to  enable  another  week  to  be 
wasted  in  discussing  the  tvoCL  monthlv 
Supply  BiU. 

Senator  Stewast. — Oh,  no. 

Senator  SAYERS.— At  any  rate,  that  has 
been  my  experience.  Upon  the  motion  fOT 
the  first  reading  of  Supply  Bills  in  the 
Senate,  hours  have  be^  de\x>ted  to  the 
ventilation  of  grievances. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — In  1904, 
there  was  comparatively  little  discussion  cn 
that  motion. 

Senator  SAYERS. — That  may  have  been 
the  case  in  this  Chamber,  but  it  was  not  so 
in  another  place.  The  Bill  which  we  are 
now  debating  has  been  under  ccHisideration 
for  three  days.  If  honorable  senatcws  op- 
posite desired  to  delay  business,  a  Supply 
Bill  would  provide  them  with  an  excellent 
opportunity  to  do  so.  But  I  think  we 
were  returned  to  this  Senate  to  proceed  with 
the  consideration  of  the  many  urgent  pro- 
blems which  are  awaiting  our  attention.  I 
have  heard  it  said  that  the  Government  do 
not  intend  to  give  effect  to  the  measures 
which  they  have  outlined  in  the  Ministerial 
statement.  I  am  not  bound  to  the  Ministry, 
&nd  if  I  believed  that  statement,  I  should 
not  support  them  for  a  moment.  But  I 
think  Uiat  they  do  intend  to  give  effect  to 
th(»e  measures.  At  any  rate,  let  us  force 
their  hands  by  giving  them  the  opportunity 
to  bring  them  forward.  Then  if  they 
attempt  to  shelve  them,  we  shall  be  in 
a  position  to  punish  them.  I  intend  to  sup- 
port the  granting  of  t^vo  months' 
Supply  

Senator  Givens. — We  knew  that  before 
the  htmorable  senator  OHnmenced  his 
speech. 

Senator  SAYERS.— I  am  prepared  to 
debate  the  measures  which  may  be  brought 
forward  absolutely  upon/lheir  merits.  If 
I  then  and  that  MiimSi^^not  soncere  ia 
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their  desire  to  place  those  measures  upon 
the  st.iCute-book,  I  shall  be  one  of  the  first 
to  oppose  them. 

Senator  HENDERSON'  (Western  Aus- 
tralia) [8.25]. — I  have  no  desire  to  enter 
into  a  discussion  of  this  Bill.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  this  is  the  first  opportunity  that  I 
have  embraced  of  saying  a  few  words  upon 
a  motion  for  the  first  reading  of  a  Supplv 
Bill.  I  h  ave  refrained  from  doing  so 
simply  because  I  have  never  been  so  well- 
stocked  with  grievances  as  have  scmie  hon- 
orable semtors.  But  I  should  not  like  the 
opportunity  of  ventilatingi  grievances  to  be 
taken  away  frc»n  the  Senate.  In  my  opin- 
ion it  i.s  the  right  of  every  honorable  sen- 
ator to  have  such  an  opportunity.  If  the 
Government  prefers  to  ask  for  Supply  at 
the  end  of  each  month,  it  alone  is  respon- 
sible for  honorable  senators  standing  on  the 
floor  here,  and,  as  Senator  Savers  described 
it,  wasting  the  country's  time.  The  Go- 
vernment has  an  alternative.  It  can  pre- 
sent a  financial  statement  to  the  Senate  in 
order  that  it  may  be  dealt  with  before  the 
money  is  spent. 

Senator  Savers. — That  has  never  been 
done  by  anv  Government  yet. 

Senator  Trenwith. — It  was  done  once 
by  Sir  George  Turner,  and  he  lost  a  whole 
session  through  doing  it. 

Senator  HENDERSON.— Even  if  that 
were  a  fact,  it  does  not  for  a  moment  justify 
the  holding  up  of  the  Estimates  and  the 
submissi(Mi  of  Supply  Bills  fr<xn  time  to 
time.  The  point  raised  by  Senator  Symon 
ought  to  be  remembered  by  every  honorable 
senator.  On  this  occasion  the  Go\-ernment 
has  no  right  to  ask  for  two  months'  Supply. 
It  has  no  constitutional  authority  for  taking 
that  course-  It  has  not  the  slightest  know- 
ledge whether  at  the  end  of  the  present 
month  it  will  be  occupying  the  Treasury 
benches.  Consequently,  the  usage  of  asking 
for  a  month's  Supply  at  a  time  ought  to 
be  adhered  to. 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — Even  then 
nublir  creditors  and  the  public  servants  must 
b<-  Da  id. 

Senator  HENDERSON.— That  is  all 
right,  but  that  is  no  reason  why  the  Gcrt-ern- 
ment  should  seek  for  funds  which  in  the 
course  of  a  few  weeks  might  have  to  be 

dislnirsed  bv  1.  difTerent  f^t  of  men.  Tt  is 
clearly  the  duty  of  the  Government  to  look 
after  its  own  j-osition.  and  to  meet 
tiic  ohIig;ition>  for  which  it  is  re- 
sponsible, but  it  is  rertninly  going  far  be- 
yond its  dutv  when  it  seeks  to  shoulder  the 
responsibilities  of  those  who  at  any  monent 


may  be  placed  in  possession  of  the  Trea- 
sury benches.  For  that  reason  I  think  that 
every  honorable  senator  ought  to  assist  in 
conserving  the  rights  of  the  Senate,  and  re- 
quiring a  Supply  Bill  to  be  presented  from 
month  to  month  in  order  to  know  exactly 
what  we  are  doing.  If  a  financial  state- 
ment is  submitted  so  that  we  can  cover  the 
financial  year,  all  these  opportunities  •  for 
ventilating  grievances  and  wasting  the 
country's  time  will  be  abolished,  and  the 
Government  will  go  on  with  its  work  and 
have,  nothing  else  to  do  but  to  bring  for- 
ward those  practical  measures  which  mv 
honorable  friend  anticipates,  and  which  I 
candidly  admit  I  do  not  anticipate.  I  do 
not  think  that  during  the  existence  of  this 
Parliament  the  Government  has  the  remot- 
est intention  or  wish  to  have  business 
brought  before  the  Senate  which  would  be 
of  anv  utility  to  Australia. 

Senator  TRENWITH  ((Victoria)  [8.30]. 
— Surely  the  last  argument  presented  by 
Senator  Henderson  is  one  why  we  should 
pass  this  Bill.  "The  Government,"  he 
says  in  effect,  "  is  insincere;  it  does 
not  want  to  introduce  any  Bills."  If  we 
want  the  Government  to  introduce  Bills 
the  proper  course  for  us  to  adopt  is  to 
remove  every  possible  obstacle,  and  to 
leave  no  alternative  to  Ministers  but  to 
prorogue  or  bring  something  before  us. 
Clearly  that  is  the  logical  outcome  of  the 
honorable  senator's  argument. 

Senator  Gitens.— I  have  never  yet 
heard  the  honorable  senator  object  to  the 
Senate  adjourning. 

Senator  TRENWITH.— I  hare  no 
objection  to  the  Senate  adjourning  when 
there  is  nothing  to  do,  but  I  am  very 
pleased  to  go  on  with  work  when  there 
is  something  to  do.  In  my  opinion  there 
is  a  great  deal  to  be  done,  and  we  have 
not  very  much  time  at  our  disposal.  The 
honorable  senator  stated  that  these  oppor- 
tunities for  discussion  can  be  obviated  by 
introducing  an  Appropriation  Bill  and 
carrying  it  to  a  certain  stage.  He  has  not 
had  much  parliamentary  experience,  else  he 
would  not  say  that.  All  parliamentary  ex- 
perience teaches  us  that  no  Parliament  will 
intrust  a  Government  with  the  Appropria- 
tion Bill  until  the  session  is  about  to  close. 
I  remember  that  in  his  salad  days  in  the 
State  Parliament,  Sir  George  Turner  was 
won  with  the  plausible  argument  that  Par- 
liament has  the  right  to  deal  untrammelled 
with  the  finances,  and  he  promised  to  bring 
in  his  next  Budget  as  earjy  in  the  session 
as  possible.   I  li^ie%-Wb^Hali<BBM*^ht  it  in 
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in  the  third  week,  but  he  did  nothing  dur- 
ing the  whole  of  the  session  until  we  ad- 
journed at  Christmas.  The  Budget  was 
enough.  The  Parliament  would  not  let  the 
Budget  go  until  it  was  time  to  pror^ue. 
Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Bill  read  a  first  time. 
Motion  (by  Senator  Sir  Robert  Best) 
agreed  to — 

Tliat  so  much  of  the  Standing  Orders  be  sus- 
pended  as  would  prevent  Supply  Bill  (No.  i) 
passing  through  all  its  stages  without  delay. 

Motion  (by  Senator  Sir  Robert  Best) 
proposed — 
That  this  Bill  be  qow  read  a  second  time. 

Senator  PEARCE  (Western  Australia) 
[8  35]- — I  do  not  want  to  be  a  nuisance, 
but  1  feel  that  I  must  reply  to  statements 
made  by  Senator  Xeild  this  afternoon. 

Senator  Givens. — Where  is  he  now  ? 

Senator  PEARCE.— Of  course  he  is 
away,  as  he  always  is  when  a  reply  is  being 
made.  I  wish  to  assure  the  Minister  that 
in  anything  1  said  I  had  no  intention  to 
insinuate  that  my  successor  was  going  to 
take  a  different  attitude  on  the  cadet  ques- 
ti(xi.  I  (xily  wanted  to  know  wheth^  what 
had  talcen  place  recently  was  an  indicaticxi 
that  there  was  to  be  a  reversal  of  the  pol- 
icy. If  the  Minister  assures  me  that  there 
is  to  be  no  reversal  I  shall  be  all  the  better 
pleased. 

Senator  Clemons. — Has  it  been  ex- 
plained why  there  has  been  this  temporary 
reversal  so  to  speak? 

Senator  Millen. — There  has  not  been  a 
temporary  reversal.  The  new  system  has 
not  been  brought  into  operation. 

Senator  PEARCE.— The  new  system 
had  been  brought  into  partial  operation, 
and  had  reached  this  stage  that,  acting 
upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Military 
Board  throughout  the  Commonwealth,  this 
year  no  junior  cadet  camps  were  to  be  held. 
Furthermore,  I  issued  a  Ministerial  in- 
struction that  no  boy  was  to  be  sent  off 
parade  because  he  was  not  in  uniform, 
and  every  available  penny  that  I  could  get 
in  installing  miniature  ranges  was  spent  in 
that  direction,  all  being  based  on  that  re- 
commendati(Hi.  It  has  been  attempted  by 
Senator  Neild  and  by  no  other  senator  to 
construe  my  remarks  into  an  attack  on 
Major-General  Hoad.  I  disclaim  any  in- 
tention or  desire  to  make  an  attack  on  that 
officer,  and  my  remarks  do  not  bear  that 
construction.  I  quoted  his  own  report  on 
the  recent  parade,  and  it  was  on  that  I 
based  my  request  for  information   as  to 


whether  there  was  to  be  a  rerersal  of  the 
policy.    In  his  report  he  said — 

Good  progress  has  been  made,  and  while  the 
parade  consisted  mainly  of  ceremonial  work 
and  a  short  route  march,  and  gave  an  oppor- 
tunity of  concentratioQ  of  the  metropolitan 
cadets,  yet,  for  some  reasons,  it  is  regretted 

By  that  term  he  means,  I  take  it,  that  he 
regrets, 

that,  as  has  happened  formerly  when  I  have 
been  inspecting,  owing  to  the  shortness  of  the 
days  and  the  chance  of  inclement  weaAer,  it 
was  not  thought  advisable  to  hold  an  instruc- 
tional parade  for  field  work  and  manceuvrc. 

That  desire  expressed  by  him  would,  if 
carried  into  effect,  be  a  reversal  of  the 
memorandum  carried  by  the  Military 
Board,  because  it  expressly  said  that  for 
jimior  cadets  there  was  to  be  no  parade 
for  field  work  or  field  manoeuvres.  If, 
however,  it  is  explained  by  the  Govern- 
ment that  that  passage  only  refers  to 
senior  cadets,  I  shall  be  thoroughly  satis- 
fied, but  that  is  not  clear,  as  Major-peneral 
Hoad  in  his  report  refers  to  senior  and 
junior  cadets.  I  propose  to  read  the  whole 
of  the  Board's  memorandiun,  because  evi- 
dently the  Minister  was  supplied  with  only 
a  portion  of  it,  and  my  ciiject  is  to  show 
what  was  in  the  mind  of  the  Board  as  to 
the  foundation  on  which  ti»  junior  cadet 
system  should  be  built. 

Ctmsidered  at  meeting  of  the  Military  Board, 
aoth  November,  1908,  and  decided  to  recom- 
mend— 

(1)  That  the  object  of  the  cadet  forces  shall 
be — 

(d)  The  physical  tmptovement  of  all  boys, 
up  to  the  age  of  r4  years,  and  such 
elementary  drill  as  may  be  of  use 
to  them  as  citizens  in  later  life. 
To  provide  elementary  military  train- 
ing and  musketry  for  all  hor%  over 
14  years  of  age,  with  the  object  of 
minimizing     the     period     of  recruit 
training    of    those    who  subscqueaity 
enter  the  Defence  Force. 
The  efTect  of  this  will  be  to  physic.illy  an'l 
militarily  train  the  boys  of  the  Coromonwciltb 
so  that  such  military  force  as  may  be  in  exist- 
ence at  the  time  may  be  able  to  recruit  from 
a  fairly  well-trained  population. 

It  goes  on  to  indicate  what  the  training 
.shall  be,  and  this  is  the  part  with  which 
the  Minister  was  not  supplied — 

(2)  The  training  of  the  cadet  forces  sh.il! 
consist  of 

(a)  AH  boys  at  school  over  12  and  up  to 
14  years  of  age  to  be  taught  ph\^ii:ii 
drill,  elementary  drill  without  arnif. 
and  shooiiag  with  miniature  rifles. 

{!>)  Boys  at  school,  over  14  ycnrs  of  nEjc. 
and  senior  cadets,  not  nltcndin;; 
school,    to,    in   addjtion,    he  t.iugiit 
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and  open  order,  but  not  beyond  com- 
pany or  squadron  units,  except  for 
battalion    drill,    and    shooting  with 
cadet  rifles  up  to  500  yards. 
())  Recommended  that  effect  be  given  to  these 
proposals,    as    opportunity    occurs,    and  that 
fatiij-e  regulations  be  framed  accordingly. 

In  order  to  give  effect  to  the  memorandum 
I ,  through  the  Minister  of  External 
Affairs,  got  into  communication  with  the 
State  Governments.  After  the  lapse  of  some 
time  we  obtained  the  consent  of  the  Edu- 
cation authorities  to  hold  a  conference.  It 
.issembled  just  as  my  predecessor  took 
office,  and  he  presided  at  the  opening  meet- 
ing. In  carrying  out  tTie  recommendation 
of  the  Military  Board  as  regards  physical 
training,  I  reocxnmended  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  indicate  to  the  States  that  it 
was  prer,ired  to  provide  any  material  re- 
quired for  fitting  up  gymnasiums,  and 
to  L'»*t  together  instructors  who  should 
.ittend  the  summer  school  s  in  order 
to  instruct  the  teachers  in  physical  training. 
That  is  my  replv  to  the  Minister's 
■lucstion  as  to  whether  anything  was 
*Ionr  to  give  efTert  to  the  decision 
while  I  was  in  office.  I  agree  with 
him  that  the  present  Minister  has  not 
had  an  opportunity  to  gire  effect  to  the  re- 
rommendation.  I  come  now  to  the  state- 
ment of  Senator  Xeild.  I  am  glad  that 
for  once  he  is  in  his  place  to  hear  a  reply  to 
his  attrrk.  In  the  first  place.  I  never  ac- 
cused Maior-General  Hoad  of  having  or- 
Kanized  the  staff  to  which  I  have  made 
reference.  I  know  that  that  was  done  by 
The  Minister,  because  the  Gazette  notice  is 
ov«*r  his  signature.  But  I  take  it  that  it 
was  done  on  Major-General  Hoad's  recom- 
mfmlation.  What  I  wanted  to  know  was 
why  the  Minister  saw  fit  to  pve  effect  to  a 
recommendation  to  constitutp  a  staff  for  the 
Chief  of  nur  General  Staff,  when  such  a 
sr.iff  was  not  found  necessary  in  the  case  of 
his  predecessor. 

Senator  Colonel  Neild. — He  never  had 
a  predecessor,  and  the  honorable  senator 
knows  that, 

.Senator  PEARCE.— Senator  Neild  has 
said  that  as  Major-General  Hoad  represents 
the  Commonwealth  on  the  Imperial  General 
Staff,  it  is  necessary  that  he  should  have  an 
^-iBtxT  .Tt  his  service  in  each  of  the  States. 
t.»  supply  him  with  information.  But  Sen- 
ator Neild  has  made  a  manifest  mistake. 
The  position  is  that  Major-General  Ho.id 
is  to  be  the  representative  of  the  Common- 
wealth on  the  Imperial  General  Staff  in 
Australia.      Colonel  Bridges  is  the  Com- 


monwealth representative  on  the  Imperial 
General  Staff  in  Lwidon. 

Senator  Colonel  Neild. — I  said  so  a 
dozen  times. 

Senator  PEARCE.— Senator  Ncild  is 
in  error.  The  Imperial  General  Staff 
is  not  yet  constituted.  It  will  not 
be  fully  constituted  until  the  various 
self-governing  Dominions  have  sent  their 
representatives  to  it.  It  will  be  con- 
stituted by  the  Army  Counci  I  in  Great 
Britain.  As  it  has  not  yet  been  so  con- 
stituted there  is  not  yet  an  Imperial  General 
Staff  in  existence.  A  further  misconcep- 
tion of  Senator  Xeild  was  this.  The 
officers  on  Major-General  Hoad's  staff  are 
not  gazetted  for  the  work  of  the  Imperial 
General  Staff  at  all.  A  memorandum  has 
been  drawn  up  by  General  Nicholson,  the 
Chief  of  the  Imperial  General  Staff  in  the 
United  Kingdom,  ns  to  the  svstem  upon 
which  the  staff  is  to  be  based.  The  memor- 
andum sets  out  who  are  to  be  the  (rfficers 
in  Australia,  and  they  are  not  the  offfco^ 
set  out  in  this  Gaseiie  notice.  Thev  are 
yet  to  be  appointed.  Another  statement  of 
the  honorable  senator  was  that  Major-Gen- 
eral Hoad  was  present  at  the  parade  this 
week,  in  pursuance  of  his  duties  as  Chief 
of  our  General  Staff. 

Senator  Colonel  Neild. — I  ne\'er  said 
anything  of  the  kind.  The  honorable  sen- 
ator must  be  mad. 

Senator  PEARCE.— When  the  honorable 
'senator  reads  his  Hansard  I  think  he  will 
find  that  what  I  have  said  is  correct.  Now, 
on  page  157  of  the  Regulations  and  Stand- 
ing Orders  for  the  Military  Forces  of  the 
Commonwealth,  the  duties  of  the  Chief  of 
the  General  Staff— here  called  the  Chief  of 
Intelligence— are  set  forth  as  follows  : — 

Defence  schemes  and  strajictical  considera- 
tions; co-opcration  of  n.ival  nnd  military  forces ; 
re;;ulutiun  of  tr.-iffic  in  defended  ports;  inobili- 
c:ition  schemes;  organisation;  intelligence;  topo- 
graphy ;  staff  ride  schemes ;  pencr.Tl  supervision 
of  work  of  Australian  Intelligence  Corps. 

There  is  not  a  line  specifying  that  the 
duties  of  this  t^cer  include  inspections.  ' 
Senator  Col<»iel  Neild. — I  never  said 

so. 

Senator  PEARCR.— The  honorable  sen- 
ator said  that  Major-General  Hoad  was 
there  in  pursuance  of  his  duties. 

Senator  Colonel  Neild. — I  wish  the 
honorable  senator  would  not  put  into  my 
mouth  statements  that  I  did  not  make. 

Senator  PEARCE.— Irr^otheillregula- 
lation  it  is  laid  dM^f}iiH^^g|^ions 
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are  to  be  made  by  the  District  Comman- 
dant. The  only  other  officer,  so  far  as  the 
central  administration  is  concerned,  who  is 
authorized  to  make  inspections,  is  the  In- 
spector-General, As  there  is  no  Inspector- 
General  just  now,  there  was  no  other  officer 
but  the  District  C<xnniandant  whose  duty 
it  was  to  make  the  inspection. 

Senator  Chataway. — Was  the  District 
Commandant  there  to  make  the  inspectiOT  ? 

Senator  PEARCE. — He  was  there  in 
conjunction  with  Major-General  Hoad. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD  (New  South 
Wales)  [8.46]. — The  statement  just  made 
by  Senator  Pearce  rives  away  all  that  he 
has  previously  said.  He  now  says  that 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  State  Ct  mmandant  to 
conduct  inspections.  He  also  says  that  at 
the  particular  inspection  about  which  there 
has  been  so  much  discussion,  the  State 
Commandant,  Colonel  Stanley.,  was  pre- 
sent. If  so  it  was  Colonel  Stanley's  in- 
spection. If  Major-General  Hoad  was 
there  merely  as  a  spectator,  why  should 
Senator  Pearce  have  occupied  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  afternoon  in  abusing  him? 

Senator  Pearce. — I  did  not  abuse  him. 

Senator  Colonel  KEILD.— The  thing 
U  perfectly  preposterous.  If  I  had 
known  that  it  was  Colonel  Stanley's  inspec* 
tion  I  should  not  have  described  Major- 
General  Hoad  as  the  inspecting  officer.  But 
the  superior  officer  present  at  a  parade,  no 
matter  in  what  capacity  he  is  there,  is,  as 
soon  as  he  arrives,  the  chief  officer  for  that 
parade.  If  he  is  present  at  the  parade  he 
is  necessarily  in  command.  That  is  the 
commonest  rule  in  military  affairs.  All  that 
I  laid  down,  and  souf^ht  to  convince  the 
Senate  about,  was  that  the  inspecting 
officer,  as  I  called  Major-General  Hoad, 
was  not  responsible  for  the  getting  together 
of  the  parade  and  the  jwople  who  were  put 
on  parade.  It  appears,  from  the  news- 
paper report,  that  Major-General  Hoad 
went  there,  and  subsequently  expressed  his 
disapproval  of  bringing  upon  parade  so 
many  youngsters  who  had  not  sufficient 
strength  to  bear  the  weight  of  the  duties 
placed  upon  them.  I  entirely  sympathize 
with  the  view  expressed  by  Senator  Pearce 
upon  that  position.  What  I  did  earlier  in 
the  debate  was  to  take  exception  to  an  at- 
tack upon  Major-General  Hoad  because  of 
matters  for  which  he  was  in  no  way  respon- 
sible, and  which,  as  it  turns  out,  he  repu- 
diated. Furthermore,  the  opinion  expressed 
with  reference  to  these  small  boys  is  one 
that  I  ha^'e  myself  expressed  in  the  Senate. 

think  that  far  too  mtich  is  asked  from 


these  little  nippers — good  lads  as  they  ar-'^. 
You  cannot  make  a  small  boy  into  a  strong 
man  by  overloading  him  in  his  childhoci. 
About  that  there  is  no  difference  of  opinion. 

Senator  Stewart. — They  are  much  bettt*r 
playing  football  or  cricket. 

Senator  Colonel  XEILD.  —  They  are 
much  more  Hkelv  to  meet  with  accidents 
when  playing  football  than  when  soldier- 
ing. But  there  is  plenty  of  time  to  plav 
football  and  still  go  on  parade  once  a 
month.  • 

Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 
/«  CommitSee : 
Clause  I  agreed  to. 
Clause  2 — 

There  shall  and  may  be  issued  and  npplicd  f-iT 
or  towards  making  good  the  Supply  herthy 
granted  to  His  Majesty  for  the  service  of  the 
year  ending  the  thirtieth  day  of  June,  One  th»ni- 
sand  nine  hundred  and  ten  the  sum  of  Eight 
hundred  and  eightv-three  thousand  six  hundred 
and  ninety-nine  pounds  out  of  the  Consolidated 
Revenue  Fund,  for  the  purposes  and  sen-ires 
expressed  in  the  Schedide  to  this  Act,  and  the 
Treasurer  is  hereby  authorized  and  empowereil 
to  issue  and  apply  the  moneys  authorized  to  he 
issued  and  applied. 

Senator  McGREOOR  (South  Australia> 
[8.52]. — I  wish  to  move  a  request  on  this 
clause,  in  accordance  with  the  intimation 
that  I  gave  at  an  earlier  stage.  I  wish,  be- 
fore d<Hng  so,  to  disabuse  the  minds  of  the 
members  of  the  Government  of  the  idea  that 
there  is  any  intention  on  the  part  of  the  Op- 
position to  block  the  granting  of  Supply.  I 
have  already  said  so,  and  now  wish  to  prove 
that  it  is  not  our  intentiwi  to  do  anything  of 
the  kind.  I  will  show  how  we  could  have 
blocked  this  Bill  for  another  day  at  least  if 
we  had  desired  to  do  so.  When  the  Minis- 
ter of  Trade  and  Customs  moved  the  sus- 
penstctfi  of  the  Standing'  Orders,  objection 
could  have  been  taken,  and  further  if  a  divi- 
sifHi  had  been  called  for  he  would  haye  re- 
quired an  absoliite  majority  of  the  Senate. 
He  knows  that.  He  knows,  also,  that  he 
could  not  have  obtained  an  absolute  ma- 
jority. The  fact  that  we  did  not  take  ad- 
vantage of  our  opportunity  shows  that  we 
had  no  idea  of  blocking  business  as  far 
relates  to  the  grant  of  Supply.  But,  a* 
already  stated,  we  do  not  think  that  it  is 
fair  for  the  Government,  under  present 
circumstances,  to  ask  for  two  months'  Sup- 
ply. The  amount  set  down  in  this  Bill  is 
^£^883, 699.  Included. in  that  amount  is 
j^ioo.ooo  fos  liabilities  which  the  Govern- 
ment have  to  meet,  and/3^2p^oQQ  required 
for  refunds.    W^iti|sd«ttHicMsdg4^to  take 
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those  amounts  from  the  one  month's  Sup- 
ply. It  is  calculated  that  one  month's  Sup- 
ply, with  the  addition  of  those  two  sums, 
would  be  ^£501,849  ICS.  That  is  the  amount 
which  we  think  the  Government  ought  to  ask 
for.  I  am  sure  every  member  of  the  Senate 
is  prepared  to  vote  so  much  cheerfully. 
Cmsequently,  I  move — 

That  the  House  of  Representatives  be  re- 
quested to  leave  out  the  words  "  Ki^ht  hundred 
4D<]  eit^hty-lhree  thousand  six  hundred  and 
ninety-nine  pounds,"  with  a  view  to  insert  in  lieu 
thereof  the  words  "  Five  hundred  and  one  thou- 
sand eifvht  hundred  and  forty-nine  pounds  ten 
Uiillings.'*  ' 

Senator  Sir  ROBERT  BEST  (Victoria 
— Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs)  [8.55]. 
— Senator  McGregor  has  been  good  enough 
10  convey  the  assurances  of  those  sitting 
with  him  that  they  desire  to  facilitate  the 
passage  of  tliis  measure,  and  I  am  .gratified 
with  tlie  evidences  that  thev  have  so  far 
giv«n  in  that  direction.  It  is  now  proposed 
to  request  a  reduction  of  the  amount  asked 
fortoonemcmth's  Supply,  with  certain  pro- 
vision for  refunds  and  Treasurer's  Ad- 
vance added.  That  must  involve  very  con- 
siderable delay,  and  I  think  that  it  w<MiId 
be  a  calamity  if  the  request  were  agreed  to. 
It  wofild  mean  that  the  measure  would  hare 
to  be  recast,  and  the  various  amounts  ap- 
pearinK  in  the  schedule  practically  halved. 

Senator  Ct>Ionel  Neild. — The  Ministry 
would  have  to  go  out  of  office. 

Senator  Sir  ROBERT  BEST.— The 
Bill  would  have  to  be  reconsidered  in  an- 
other place.  The  result^  therefore,  would 
be  that  for  days  to  come  the  money  asked 
for  would  not  be  passed. 

Senator  McGregor. — It  could  all  be 
done  in  an  hour. 

Senator  Sir  ROBERT  BEST.— My  hon- 
orable friend  has  a  very  expeditious  wav  of 
doing  these  things,  but  I  wish  honorable  sen- 
ators to  take  a  practical  view.  Two  mcmths* 
Supply  are  asked  for,  and  it  is  suggested 
that  the  Government  are  practically  on  their 
trial  because  a  want-of-confiderrce  motion  is 
pending  elsewhere.  That  is  so,  but  I  have 
gi%vn  iKXiorable  senates  an  assurance  that 
this  Supply  Bill  ccmtains  provision  for  cmly 
the  ordinary  recurring  expenditure.  Whe- 
tfier  this  or  any  other  Government  is  in 
office,  the  money  asked  for  by  this  Bill 
must  me  paid. 

Senator  McGregor. — Then  why  did  not 
the  honorable  senator  ask  for  three  months' 
Supply  ? 

Senator  Sir  ROBERT  BEST.— We 
asked  for  two  months'  Supply,  knowing 
that  more  than  one  month  m  ould  be  rei}uired 

[25] 


for  the  preparation  of  the  Budget.  I  ask 
Senator  Clemons  to  remember  that  thf  Go- 
verrunent  has  just  come  into  office,  and  that 
the  Treasurer  has  to  master  the  existing 
condition  of  the  finances.  The  honorable 
senator  admits  that  the  next  Budget  will  be 
one  of  the  nrost  important  ever  presented 
to  this  J'.'irli.iment.  The  Treasurer  has 
frankly  stated  that  he  requires  extra  time, 
for  the  reasons  I  have  stated,  for  tlie  pre- 
parati<»i  of  his  Budget,  and  surely  his  re- 
presentations are  entitled  to  consideration  ? 
We  do  noi  desire  to  present  a  hastily  pre- 
pared or  immature  Budget  statement.  We 
desire  that  reasonable  time  slwll  be 
afforded  to  enable  the  Treasurer  to  do  jus- 
tice to  the  grave  and  important  task  l>efore 
him.  I  appeal  to  honorable  senators  to  re- 
ject the  request  on  various  grounds.  I  say, 
first  of  all,  that  ti^pe  will  be  saved  by  pass- 
ing the  measure  as  it  stands;  secondly,  it  ' 
matters  not  what  Government  is  in  office,  the 
amounts  provided  for  in  the  Bill  will  have 
to  be  paid;  thirdly,  the  time  asked  for  is 
required  for  the  proper  preparation  of  the 
Budget ;  and,  fourthly,  large  sums  of 
money  are  wanted  at  once.  I  have  said 
that  the  sum  of  ;^3o,ooo  should  have 
been  paid  to-day  in  connexion  with  Postal 
business,  and  that  ^^28,000  should  have 
been  sent  to  Western  Australia  to-day . 
Further,  at  the  present  moment,  in  the  Post 
and  Telegraph  Department,  there  are  some- 
thing like  500  men  who  have  to  be  paid  to- 
day <x  to-morrow.  If  the  passing  of  this 
measure  is  delaj-ed,  the  payment  of  money 
under  it  will  be  hung  up  whilst  disputes 
and  differences  are  takini;  place  between 
the  two  Houses.  We  shall  be  doing  our- 
selves serious  injustice  if  we  adopt  a  course 
which  will  lead  to  such  a  result  without 
verv  good  nnd  sufficient  reason. 

Senator  Xeedham. — Will  the  men  the 
honorable  senator  has  referred  to  not  be 
paid  to-morrow? 

Senator  Sir  ROBERT  BEST.- Cor- 
tainly  not  if  this  Bill  is  not  passed.  The 
ccmstituticxial  positi<»i  is  that  there  is  not 
a  shilling  at  the  disposal  of  the  Treasurer 
for  the  purpose  of  any  payment,  and  has 
not  been  since  la  o'clock  last  ni^ht.  The 
Treasurer  is  unable  to  make  pavments 
which  have  not  been  authorized  bv  Parlia- 
ment. 

Senator  Givens.^ — Will  he  not  have 
authoritv  from  Parliament  if  he  is  given 
one  month's  Supply? 

Senator  Sir  ROBERT  BEST.— Senator 
Givens  evades  the  import.int  fact  that  if  the 
request  is  agree±)i$fl;e<tb4?CmOOg  must  be 
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returned  to  another  place,  and  a  dispute 
will  arise  between  the  two  Houses. 

Senator  Givens. — Then  why  risk  that 
by  bringing  down  a  Bill  for  two  months' 
Supply  ? 

Senator  Sir  ROBERT  BEST.— Because 
the  request  was  so  reasonable  that  it  was 
considered  beyond  ccmception  that  my  hon- 
orable friends  opposite  would  object  to  it. 
It  is  impossible  to  say  what  delay  would 
be  caused  by  the  acceptance  of  the  request. 

Senator  Needham. — If  the  amount  is  re- 
duced by  one-half,  as  proposed,  will  the 
500  Postal  employes  mentioned  not  be  paid 
to-morrow  ? 

Senator  Sir  ROBERT  BEST.— Cer- 
tainl)'  not.  That  is  what  I  have  been 
pointing  out. 

Senator  TtntLEY. — Then  why  was  not  the 
measure  introduced  before? 

Senator  Sir  ROBERT  BEST.— It  was 
introduced  in  amT>le  time.  It  was  hoped 
that  it  would  have  passed  another  place  last 
Friday. 

Senator  Clemons. — It  is  true  that  it  was 
introduced  in  ample  time  if  it  is  to  be 
rarriod  as  printed,  but  it  was  introduced  so 
late  that  no  opportunity  is  given  to  the 
Senate  to  alter  it. 

Senator  Sir  ROBERT  BEST.— It  was 
introduced  <hi  Friday  last  in  another  place. 
It  was  contemplated  that  it  would  have 
l)een  passed  there  on  Friday,  and  then  we 
should  have  had  it  as  the  first  bu^ness  of 
the  Senate  on  Wednesday.  In  fact,  rely- 
ing upon  that,  I  did  not  give  the  usual 
notices  for  the  suspension  of  the  Standing 
Orders. 

Senator  Tubley. — It  was,  therefore,  re- 
garded as  purely  a  matter  of  form  that  the 
Government  would  get  Supply. 

Senator  Sir  ROBERT  BEST.~I  re- 
mind my  honorable  friend  that  the  passing 
of  a  Supply  Bill,  framed  as  this  Bill  is,  is 
to  a  large  extent  a  matter  of  form. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Svmon. — r  am  not 
saying  whether  it  is  good  or  bad,  but  does 
not  the  honorable  senator's  argument 
amount  to  saying  that  the  Senate  has  no 
control  over  Supplv  Bills? 

Senator  Sir  ROBERT  BEST.— I  hope 
Senator  Symon  will  not  expect  me  to  agree 
to  that.  The  question  really  is  whether 
the  ordinary  services  of  the  Goverrmient 
shall  be  paid  for.  Apart  from  the  dis- 
cussion of  grievances,  such  Supply  Bills 
are  jxissed  almost  as  a  matter  of  form. 
It  was  expected  that  this  Bill  would  have 
tieen  passed  in  that  way  in  another  place 
on  Friday  last.     If  its  ccmsideration  had 


not  been  completed  on  Friday  it  was 
thought  that  at  least  it  would  be  com- 
pleted on  the  following  Tuesday,  and  I 
took  it  for  granted  that  we  should  be 
able  to  deal  with  the  Bill  here  as  the  first 
business  on  Wednesday.  Relying  on  that, 
I  did  not  give  the  usual  notice  for  the 
suspension  bf  the  Standing  Orders,  be- 
lieving that  their  suspensicHi  would  not  be 
necessary. 

Senator  Needham. — ^That  the  Senate 
would  play  second  fiddle  to  another  place? 

Senator  Sir  ROBERT  BEST.— The 
honorable  senator  is  doing  me  an  in- 
justice. I  assure  hOTiwable  senators  that 
nothing  is  to  be  gained  by  accepting  the 
request  proposed,  but  that,  on  the  con- 
trary, it  is  calculated  to  cause  serious  and 
unnecessary  inconvenience  bv  reason  of 
delay  in  the  payment  of  moneys  which 
should  have  been  paid  to-day. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Syuon. — Can  the 
honorable  senatOT  suggest  any  other  way 
in  which  the  Committee  could  express  an 
opiniOTi  that  the  period  for  which  Supply 
is  asked  in  this  Bill  is  too  long? 

Senator  Sir  ROBERT  BEST.— My  hon- 
orable friend  has  already,  with  others, 
joined  in  an  expression  of  that  view  'which 
cannot  be  disregarded.  The  Government 
had  no  ulterior  political  object  whatever  in 
providing  in  the  Bill  for  two  months'  rather 
than  for  one  month's  Supply.  I  have 
already  said  that  it  is  immaterial  what 
Government  is  in  power,  the  amounts  pro- 
vided for  in  the  Bill  must  be  paid.  I 
again  ask  honorable  senators  to  take  into 
ronsideration  the  "nccMivenience  that  would 
be  caused  by  the  acceptance  of  the  request, 
and  to  pass  the  Bill  in  the  form  in  whish 
it  is  submitted. 

Senator  MULCAHY  (Tasmania)  [9.8]. 
— ^The  argument  that  it  is  wrcmg  to  grant 
Supply  for  more  than  a  month  at  a  time 
by  means  of  Supply  Bills,  is  one  that  al- 
wavs  appealed  to  me,  but  

Senator  Findley.— "  But." 

Senator  MULCAHY.  — My  honorable 
friends  opposite  found  a  **  but "  useful 
when  they  supported  a  Bill  for  two  months* 
Supplv  that  was  objected  to  by  the  then 
Opixjsition.  To  grant  less  than  two 
months'  Supply  on  this  occasion  might 
bring  about  the  earlier  introductira  of  the 
Appropriation  Bill. 

SenatOT  Turley.— Would  not  that  be 
desirable? 

Senator  MULCAHY.— It  would  per- 
haps he  desirable,  but  we  most  not  forget 
the  fact  that  weP^  very  rapid^^  approadb 
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ing  something  like  a  financial  cri»s  in  the 
Commonwealth,  and  that  some  new  de- 
parture, whether  in  the  direction  of  in- 
creased taxation  or  the  initiati<Mi  of  a 
borrowing  policy,  must  necessarily  be 
proposed. 

Senator  Stewart. — The  sooner  we  know 
about  it  the  better. 

Senator  MULCAHY.— That  is  so,  but 
the  Government  cmly  came  into  office  at 
the  beginning  of  the  session. 

Senator  Findley.— Does  not  the  honor- 
able senator  think  that  we  are  nearer  to 
a  political  crisis  than  to  a  finandal 
crisis? 

Senator  MULCAHY.— I  do  not  think 
that  SenatcM-  Findley  is  so  anxious  as  he 
would  have  us  believe  to  be  near  to  a 
political  crisis.  If  we  had  any  reason- 
able hope  that,  by  passing  onlv  one 
month's  Supply,  we  should  cwnpel  the 
Gm'emment  to  submit  the  Estimates  and 
the  Appropriation  Bill  earlier,  we  might  be 
justified  in  insisting  upon  it,  but  I  can 
see  no  possible  hope  of  it  A  practice 
has  grown  up  between  the  Commcmwealth 
and  the  Governments  of  the  various  States, 
which  I  do  not  regard  as  a  proper  prac- 
tice, of  holding  Conferences  in  regard  to 
finance.  I  think  that  the  Conferences 
should  take  place,  if  at  all,  between  the 
Governments  of  the  States  and  the  ^Federal 
representatives  of  the  States.  We  are  in- 
formed that  there  is  likelv  to  be  another 
of  these  Conferences  held. 

Senator  Givens.  —  Does  the  honorable 
senator  think  that  he  is  assistmg  them? 

Senator  MULCAHY,— I  do,  because  it 
is  unreasonable  to  expect  that  the  financial 
affairs  of  the  Comm<»iweaIth  with  the  pre- 
sent session's  outlook  before  us  can  be  pro- 
perly grappled  with  in  such  a  short  time  as 
the  present  Go\'ernment  have  been  in  office. 

Senator  CLEMONS  (Tasmania)  [9. 11]. 
— I  do  not  think  that  the  remarks  of  the 
Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs  have  mate- 
rially strengthened  his  case.  On  the  con- 
trary, they  have  made  it  appear  in  a  worse 
light.  The  only  inference  which  can  be 
drawn  from  them  is  that  if  the  Go- 
vernment see  fit  to  delay  the  introduction 
of  a  Supply  Bill  sufficiently  long,  they  are 
in  a  position  to  make  it  cowr  any  period 
that  they  may  choose.  That  is  what  abso- 
lutely follows  from  the  honwable  senatcn-'s 
remarks.  Another  argument  which  he 
used — and  the  employment  of  which 
he  ought  to  regret — had  reference  to 
500  Post  Office  employes.  Not  only 
did  he    shelter    himself    behind  those 
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employ^,  but  he  deliberately  took  hold  of 
them  and  used  them  as  a  justification  for 
the  Ministerial  acticHi.  He  declared  that  the 
Government  had  no  ulterior  motive.  He 
was  scarcely  ingenuous  or  consistent  when 
he  made  that  statement.  Admittedly  the 
reascHi  why  the  Government  are  asking  for 
Supply  for  two  months  is  that  the  Trea- 
surer cannot  prepare  his  Budget  at  an 
earlier  date. 

Senator  Millen. — What  does  the  honor- 
able senator  regard  as  a  reasonable  time  in 
which  to  prepare  a  Budget? 

Senator  CLEMONS.— I  will  reply  to 
that  question  by  reminding  the  Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Executive  Council  of  the  cir- 
cumstances under  which  this  measure  has 
been  introduced.  His  interjection  recalls 
the  fact  that  the  Go\'ernment  came  into 
office  after  a  l<mg  series  of  deliberations  in 
respect  of  their  policy.  If  they  had  not 
engaged  in  those  deliberations  their  action 
in  displacing  the  late  Government  would 
have  been  even  more  previous  than  members 
of  the  Opposition  appear  to  regard  it.  If 
anything  could  have  justified  them  in  giving 
the  coup  de  grace  to  the  Fisher  Ministry, 
it  was  the  fact  that  they  had  carefully  pre- 
pared a  policy  to  which  they  desired  to  give 
effect. 

Senator  Millen.  —  Would  that  have 
placed  them  in  possession  of  the  figures  in 

the  Treasury  ? 

Senator  CLEMONS.~If  it  were  merely 
a  question  of  securing  the  necessary  figures 
from  official  sources,  one  month  would  be 
ample  time  to  allow  the  Treasurer  to  pre- 
pare his  Budget. 

Senator  Millen. — I  admit  that. 

Senato*  CLEMONS.— If  I  were  not  con- 
vinced that  the  delivery  of  the  Budget  is 
intended  to  be  a  serious  disclosure  of  poli- 
tics, I  should  say  that  one  month  was 
ample  to  allow  the  Treasurer  for  its  pre- 
paration. But  the  whole  justification  for 
this  Bill  has  been  based  upon  the  peculiar 
circumstances  of  the  present  time.  We  all 
recognise  that  the  financial  position  of  the 
Commonwealth  involves  a  declaration  nf 
Ministerial  policy. 

Senator  :Millen. — That  declaration  can- 
not be  made  in  the  absence  of  the  nec^«.-^ 
figures. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— .^s  I  havealreadv 
stated,  if  the  task  of  preparing  a  Iludgev 
depended  upon  the  collection  o\  informa- 
tion from  officials,  one  month  would  be 
ample  to  allow  the  Treasurer.  ELut  if,  on 
the  other  hand,D|liBejii^  (jidiae^lC  enable 
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him  to  prepare  a  statement  covering  a  seri- 
ous policy,  the  object  in  view  ouffht  not  to 
be  described  as  an  ulterior  one.  That  being 
so,  it  is  not  fair  to  place  before  the  Senate 
a  Supply  Bill  in  such  a  form  that  we  can- 
not <A}ject  to  it  without  doin^  injury  to  500 
postal  emplo\'^s.  The  Minister  of  Trade 
and  Customs  has  declared  that  there  is  not 
;i  single  item  in  the  Bill  which  is  not  re- 
presented by  ordinary  current  expenditure, 
[f  that  argument  justifies  the  granting  of 
two  months'  Supply,  why  should  it  stop 
there?  Why  should  it  not  justify  the  grant- 
ing of  Supply  for  six  months? 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — I  explained 
that. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— I  do  not  think 
that  any  member  of  this  C(xnmittee  re- 
quired the  Minister's  explanation.  His 
■irgument  did  not  touch  the  question  at 
issue.  Not  one  reason  can  be  advanced 
against  the  granting  of  six  months'  Supply 
which  cannot  with  equal  force  be  urged 
against  the  granting  of  two  months'  Sup- 
ply. I  am  sorry  that  I  shall  be  obliged  to 
\ote  against  the  Government  upon  the  first 
division  taken  this  session.  I  regret  that 
they  hare  placed  me  in  that  position.  No- 
body knows  better  than  Senator  Millen — 
because  we  discussed  these  questions  when 
we  were  in  oppositim,  and  when  pro- 
posals of  a  similar  kind  emanated  fran  an- 
other source — that  we  could  aluCays  find 
ample  justification  for  our  opposititHi  to 
them.  Does  the  Vice-President  of  the 
Executive  Council  expect'  me  to  beorane 
a  mere  dummy,  and  to  tacitly  acquiesce  in 
that  to  which  I  seriously  objected  when  I 
was  in  opposition  ?  I  do  not  think  that  he 
does,  and  consequently  he  can  scarcely  be 
surprised  at  my  action. 

Senator  MILLEN  (Xew  South  Wales- 
Vice-President  of  the  Executive  Council) 
[9.20]. — One  remark  was  made  by  Senator 
Clemons  which  I  should  like  to  make  the 
text  of  the  few  observations  which  I  pro- 
pose to  address  to  the  Committee.  He  used 
the  words  "  the  circumstances  of  the  case." 
I  say  that  the  Go\-ernment  may  well  rest 
their  appeal  to  the  Senate  upon  the  "  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case."  I  ask  honoraWe 
senators  to  reflect  what  are  the  circum- 
stances in  which  the  Government  are  now 
placed  ?  No  member  of  tliis  Committee  has 
fought  more  strenuously  than  I  have — and 
I  received  very  little  support  from  the 
Labour  party — for  a  fair  and  reasonable 
>pportunity  of  looking  into  the  finances  of 

e  country.    And  I  repeat  from  the  Minis- 

ial  side  of  the  Senate  the  declaration 


which  Z  made  wh^n  sitting  in.  opposition 
time  and  again. 

Senator  Turley.  —  But  the  honorable 
senator's  actions  do  not  tally. 

Senator  MILLEN. — The  circumstances 
to  which  I  desire  to  direct  attenticm  aie  that 
this  Government  came  into  power  consti- 
tutionally, whate\'er  some  people  may  say 
to  the  contrary.  It  then  asked  for  and  ob- 
tained an  adjournment,  which,  I  venture  to 
say,  nobody  could  regard  as  unreasonable. 
After  that  adjournment  we  met  here. 
When?  Yesterday  week.  In  other  words, 
the  Senate  has  had  four  sitting  days  only, 
and  the  House  of  Representatives  five.  On 
the  second  day  of  sitting  in  the  other 
Chamber  the  Government  introduced  this 
Supply  Bill. 

Senator  Turley. — But  they  had  had  an 
adjournment  for  three  weeks. 

Senat<H-  MILLEN. — These  interjectiais 
will  not  turn  me  from  the  point  that  I  de- 
sire to  make.  I  wish  to  deal  with  the  Sup- 
ply Bill  as  distinct  fr<Mn  the  Budget.  I 
want  to  show  tliat  we  have  not  hung  up  this 
measure  in  any  way,  and  that  there  has 
been  no  delay  on  our  part  in  introducing  it. 

Senator  Needham. — It  is  the  amount  ap- 
plied for  to  which  we  object. 

Senator  MILLEX. — I  can  quite  under- 
stand the  honorable  senator's  desire  to  mix 
things  up,  as  he  is  seeking  to  do  now.  Last 
Friday  the  Government  introduced  this 
Supply  Bill.  The  moment  its  considera- 
tion was  completed  elsewhere — and  surely 
Ministers  are  not  responsible  for  any  delay 
which  occurred  there— the  Bill  was  laid 
before  honorable  senators.  It  was  intro- 
duced into  this  Chamber  at  the  earliest  pos- 
sible moment,  and  in  it  the  Gotemment 
ask  for  two  months*  Supply,  instead  of 
only  one  month. 

Senator  Clemons.— Nobody  has  charged 
the  Government  with  not  having  introdua*d 
it  as  early  as  was  possible.  The  Vice- 
President  of  the  Executive  Council  has  been 
knocking  something  down  which  nobody  has 
s^  up. 

Senator  MILLEX. — ^Tbe  fact  that  Sena- 
tor ClemtMis  restricted  his  observations  to 
one  argument  will  not  pre^'ent  me  from  deal- 
ing with  the  whole  position. 

Senator  Colonel  Neild. — It  was  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  in  another  place 
who  prevented  the  Government  from  pro- 
ceeding with  this  Bill  when  thev  desired  to 
do  so. 

Senator  ^IILLEX.--f^  da,nflt„o\-erlook 
that  fact.    The'aSiMtfiB^^^^igtted  this 
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-Bill  at  the  earliest  possible  moment.  Dur- 
ing this  debate  two  other  contentions  have 
l>Mn  made ;  first,  that  the  Bill  should  cover 
only  one  month's  Supply,  and  secondly  that 
the  Budget  should  be  delivered  earlier  than 
has  been  promised.  In  reply.  I  repeat  the 
words  of  Senator  demons,  "  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case."  The  first  circumstance 
that  must  impress  itself  upon  us  in  con- 
nexion with  our  request  for  two  months' 
Supply  is  that  if  we  applied  for  and  ob- 
tained only  one  month's  Supply  the  whole 
process  would  have  to  be  repeated  within  a 
few  weeks. 

Senator  McGregor. — If  the  Govern- 
ment had  asked  for  only  one  month's  Sup- 
ply the  Bill  would  have  been  put  through 
iong  ago. 

Senator  MILLEN.~My  honorable  friend 
knows  quite  well  that  we  have  never  had  a 
Supply  Bill  put  through  in  that  expeditious 
way,  and  I  have  yet  to  learn  that  the  Oppo- 
sition here  is  going  to  be.  any  kinder  in  tiiat 
regard  than  previous  Oppositions. 

Senator  Givens. — ^That  is  very  ungener- 
ous, seeing  that  we  have  not  offered  a  angle 
bar,  although  we  could  have  done  so. 

Senator  MILLEN.*— The  assistance  of 
the  Opposition  in  that  respect  has  been 
acknowledged.  The  circumstance  which  in- 
duced and  justified  the  Government  in  ask- 
ing for  two  months'  Supply  was  the  abso- 
lute knowledge — ^present  in  the  mind  of 
everybody  here,  as  well  as  in  their  mind — 
that  if  that  were  not  done  it  would  be 
necessary  to  make  a  second  applica- 
tion before  the  month  was  out.  Instead  of 
making  two  applications,  either  of  which 
was  likely  to  occupy  and  fairly  to  occupy 
some  days  in  getting  it  assented  to,  the 
Government  has  deemed  it  wise  to  apply 
for  two  months'  Supply  and  thus  economize 
jMiblic  time.  There  is  a  business-like  rea- 
son for  the  course  which  the  Govern- 
ment is  taking.  I  admit  at  once  that  if  it 
were  po^ible  to  bring  in  the  Budget  in 
July  there  would  be  no  necessity  to  ask  for 
two  months'  Supply  now.  But  does  Senator 
Clemons  think  that  it  could  be  brought  in  in 
that  month? 

Senator  Clemons. — I  think  that  it  ought 
to  be. 

Senator  MILLEN. — Seeing  that  the  ac- 
counts must  be  completed  for  last  year  be- 
fore the  Treasurer  can  proceed  to  work, 
that  the  accounts  will  not  be  closed 
tmtil  to-night,  and  probably  may  require 
further  information  from  distant  parts  of 
the  Commonwealth ;  and  that  the  Treasurer 


can  only  start  on  the  figures  to-mcHTOW,  I 
put  it  to  the  honorable  senator  whether  he 
thinks  it  at  all  reasonable  to  expect  the 
Budget  to  be  delivered  befwe  the  end  of 
July. 

Senator  Clemons. — I  certainly  do. 

Senator  MILLEN. — The  honorable  sena- 
tor may  expect  it.  I  admit,  with  him,  that 
it  is  desirable  to  get  it  as  early  as  possible. 
Since  Federation,  eight  Budgets  have  been 
delivered,  and  only  two  of  these  have  been 
delivered  in  July. 

Senator  Clemons. — Does  not  that  seem 
to  imply  the  possibility  of  bringing  down 
the  Budget  in  July  ? 

Senator  MILLEN.— Of  tho«  .  two 
Budgets,  one  was  delivered  on  the  28th 
July  and  the  other  on  the  31st  July,  while 
the  delivery  of  the  other  Budgets  ranged 
from  .A.ugust  to  October. 

Senator  Clemons. — If  it  has  been  de- 
livered twice  in  July,  probably  it  could  be 
done  a  third  time. 

Senator  MILLEN. — I  might  also  apply 
the  converse  of  that  proposition,  and  ask, 
if  it  has  been  done  two  or  three  times  in 
September,  why  should  it  not  be  done  in 
September  of  this  year  ? 

Senatoi*  Clemons. — Because  the  honor- 
able senator  agrees  with  me  that  that  is 
undesirable. 

Senator  MILLEN. — I  have  admitted 
that  it  is  absolutely  desirable  to  bring  for- 
ward the  Budget  at  the  earliest  possible  mo- 
ment, but  humanly  speaking,  an  ordinary 
Budget  cannot  be  produced  until  the  end  of 
July.  My  honorable  friend  has  admitted 
that  this  is  not  an  ordinary  Budget,  and  if 
an  ordinary  Budget  cannot  be  delivered  un- 
til the  end  of  July,  surely  it  is  not  too 
much  to  ask  a  body  of  fair-minded  men  to 
grant  for  the  preparation  of  an  extraordi- 
nary Budget  at  least  a  week  longer. 

Senator  Clemons. — Why  is  it  an  extra- 
ordinary Budget  ?  Because  the  Government 
is  not  ready  with  its  policy? 

Senator  MILLEN. — ^The  honorable  sena- 
tor need  not  ask  that  question,  because  he 
affirms  that  it  is  to  be  more  than  an  ordinary 
Budget. 

Senator  Clemons. — Is  it  not  more  than 
an  ordinary  Budget,  because  it  is  a  case  of 
the  Government  policy  plus  the  accounts? 

Senator  MILLEN. — If  that  were  so,  I 
might  put  in  an  additional  plea,  which  I 
do  not  prop<»e  to  do,  and  it  is  that  a  Go- 
vernment just  brought  into  office  might 
reasonably  ask  for  an  iSttra^^wefk,  in  the 
preparation  of  ftS'"Bfl^*JOgl^ 
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Senator  Givens. — ^Tbe  Government  has 
already  had  three  weeks  to  prepare  its 

policy. 

Senator  MILLEN.— I  have  just  had 
placed  in  my  hands  frtxn  the  responsible 
officer  of  the  Treasury,  a  statonent  that 
the  accounts  are  not  balanced  until  the  15th 
July. 

Smator  Needham. — How  is  it  that  Aey 
aie  published  in  this  evening's  newspaper 
then? 

Senator  Pulsford. — Those  figures  are 
only  approximate. 

Senator  MILLEX. — It  is  admitted  that 
no  one  has  asked  for  the  delivery  of  the 
Budget  before  the  end  of  July.  There  are 
cizcumstances  recognised  by  Senator  de- 
mons why  the  ccnning  Budget  is  to  differ 
in  some  regards  from  an  wdinary  Budget. 
In  these  circumstances,  it  was  qiute  a  rea- 
sonable thing  for  the  Government  to  anti- 
dpate  that  a  little  longer  time  would  be 
taken  in  the  preparation  of  it.  But  even  if 
it  were  possible  to  bripg  down  the  Budget 
in  the  time  m«itioned  by  Senator  demons, 
that  is,  in  one  month,  the  Government 
would  still  stand  under  the  necessity  of 
getting  a  Supply  Bill  either  no^y  or  before 
next  mmth,  if  the  Commonweatlh  was  to 
be  in  a  position  to  pay  accounts  on  the 
2nd  August. 

S«iat(»-  TtJRLEY. — Hear,  hear;  there  is 
no  d>jecticm  to  that. 

Senator  MILLEN. — For  the  purpose  of 
expediting  business,  the  Government  deemed 
it  better  to  ask  for  two  months'  Supply 
in  one  Bill  than  to  bring  forward  two  Bills 
for  a  month's  Supply  each.  It  has  been 
asked  why  three  or  fqur  months'  Supply 
has  not  been  asked  for.  For  the  same  rea- 
son as  I  have  mentioned.  Our  two  reasons 
for  asking  for  two  mcxiths'  Supply  are : 
first  to  avoid  an  unnecessary  consumpti(Mi 
of  time,  and  secondly  the  possibility  of  hav- 
ing the  Budget  here  before  the  second 
month's  Supply  is  exhausted.  That  is  the 
reason  why  three  icOTths'  Supply  is  not 
asked  for.  No  one  probably  recognises 
better  than  Senator  demons  that  there  was 
no  justification  for  asking  for  three  months' 
Supplv  such  as  there  is  for  asking  for  two 
months'  Supply,  The  Budget  undoubtedly 
will  be  here  before  a  third  month's  Supply 
is  required-  I  have  been  in  opposition,  and 
quite  recognise  the  tendency  to  acquire  bad 
habits  on  that  side.  But  I  put  to  homn-able 
senators  the  position  in  which  the  Govem- 
nem  stood.  Having  newly  come  to  oS5ce, 
jid  ha\-ing  only  about  a  week  at  their  dis- 


posal— five  sitting  days  as  far  as  the  Senate 
is  ccHioemed — ^they  have  acted  with  the  ut- 
most pMTCxnptitude.  Every  effort  has  been 
made  to  adhere  to  the  declaration,  to  whicbr 
I  think  all  parties  here  subscribe. 

Senator  CleuOns. — We  will  admit  that. 

Senator  MILLEN. — The  honorable  sena- 
tor's sole  tremble  seems  to  be  that  the  Bud- 
get cannot  be  bnHight  in  before  the  middle 
of  August. 

Senator  Clemons. — My  trouble  is  that 
the  Government's  policy  is  not  in,  and  will 
not  turn  up  until  the  Budget  comes. 

Senator  MILLEN. — The  honorable  sena- 
tor's sole  trouble  seems  to  be  a  matter  of  a 
f<»tnight.  He  wants  the  Budget  some  time 
in  July,  and  the  Treasurer  savs  that  it  ia 
impossible  to  supply  it  until  about  the 
middle  of  August. 

Senator  Givens. — ^Until  the  end  of 
August. 

Senator  MILLEN. — No;  his  statement 
is  that  he  will  endeavour  to  deliver  it  in  the 
middle  of  August.  As  Senator  demons' 
sole  trouble  seems  to  be  a  matter  of  a  fort- 
night.  I  put  it  to  him  whether,  believing 
as  I  do  that  he  is  as  anxious  as  any  one 
else  that  we  should  get  on  with  public 
business,  the  Government  should  not 
hA\e  an  opportuiuty  of  introdudng 
its  Bills  as  well  as  its  polic}-.  I 
sutxnit  to  him  that  in  the  drcumstances, 
and  in  view  of  what  I  and  others  have 
stated,  there  can  be  no  serious  harm,  and 
certainly  no  great  crime,  in  granting  the 
two  months'  Supplv  now  asked  for. 

Senator  W.  RUSSELL  (South  Australia) 
[9-35]- — I  have  listened  most  carefully  to 
some  of  the  principal  speakers  on  both 
sides.  I  recognise  that  the  Bill  has  been 
badly  managed.  When  ii  was  introduced. 
Senator  Best  was  not  as  usual.  He  seemed 
to  shake  hands  with  the  devil  before  he  met 
him.  He  seemed  to  recognise  that  great 
difficulties  were  in  the  way,  and  he  put  up 
an  Aunt  Sally,  thinking  we  would  throw 
stones  at  it,  when  we  had  no  such  inten- 
tion. I  listened  most  attentively  to  Sena- 
tors Millen  and  Trenwith.  I  understood 
what  Senator  Mulcahv  meant  this  time.  He 
said  that  there  is  a  financial  crisis.  That 
supplies  me  with  a  reascm  why  this  Govern- 
ment should  not  be  trusted  in  that  respect. 
They  are  panic  stricken,  and  cannot  be 
trusted  with  too  much  mcmey.  They  might 
dream  that  the  Germans  were  approaching, 
and  squander  the  bit  of  money  that  they 
have.  It  is  far  better  for  the  Senate,  which 
is  charged  with  the  duty^of  Jookmg  after 
the  interests  of^^^^^^Py^iftst  uptm 
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Icnowinf;  a  little  about  the  Government's 
policy  before  it  trusts  Ministers.  I  have 
frequently  tried  to  trust  thnn. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Svmon. — But  their 
<]ifiiculty  is  that  the  hcmorable  senator 
might  not  trust  them  then. 

Senator  W.  RUSSELL.— Even  my  hon- 
orable colleague,  whom  they  tried  to  woo  to 
their  side,  cannot  get  information.  That  is 
most  unfair  to  our  ctwistituents.  Being  here 
to  represent  State  rights,  we  ought  to  be 
taken  into  the  cfflifidence  of  the  Government 
and  told  what  they  intend  to  do. 

Senator  Guthrie. — They^  do  not  know. 

Senator  W.  RUSSELL.— They  ought  to 
know.  I  have  no  faith  in  them,  because 
they  are  panic-stricken.  They  were  so 
anxious  to  get  into  office  that  they  forgot 
themselves.  Then  they  cried  out,  "  Give 
a  Dreadnought,"  and  now  Senator  Mul- 
cahy  says  that  they  have  no  money  to  go  on 
with. 

Senator  Feahce. — They  cannot  pay  the 
letter-carriers. 

Senator  W.  RUSSELL.— In  many  cases 
in  South  Australia  the  C<xiuiKHiwealth  holds 
uxKiey — j£24.  in  one  case — belcmging  to  per- 
sons  who  want  telephonic  c(»iimtmicati<Hi. 
The  Department  say  that  they  cannot  pro- 
vide the  service  because  they  have  not  the 
money,  and  yet  the  Government  want  to 
squander  money  without  letting  the  people 
know  how  they  intend  to  get  it.  and  refuse 
to  trust  the  representatives  of  the  people 
here  and  elsewhere.  If  Senator  Best  had 
not  been  so  nervous,  if  he  had  taken  us  into 
his  confidence,  and  asked  for  one  month's 
Supply  only,  the  Bill  would  have  been 
passed.  I  do  not  see  why  Senator  Millen 
should  be  so  frightened  that  at  the  end  of 
a  mcHith  the  Goverimient  would  have  to  ask 
for  a  month's  Suj^ly  again,  seeing  the 
friendly  treatment  that  we  were  i»epared  to 
extend  to  them  if  they  had  made  a  reason- 
able request  <mi  this  occasion.  I  have  always 
had  a  great  admiration  for  the  honorable 
senator.  I  promised  last  session,  if  not  pre- 
viously, that  if  he  would  take  action 
in  these  matters,  I  would  stand  by  him. 
But  he  had  not  the  courage  to  do  it. 
Whatever  wickedness  he  may  suspect  the 
Labour  party  to  be  guilty  of,  he  cannot 
deny  that,  at  least,  I  was  prepared  to  stand 
by  him.  I  admired  the  attitude  which  he 
said  he  would  take  up.  I  adniired  him 
when  he  was  fighting  side  by  side  with 
Senator  Clemons  in  these  matters.  But 
when  I  see  him  now  sitting  as  though  he 
were  at  a  love  feast  with  Senator  Best, 
the  situation  is  so  amusing,  but  at  the  same 


time  so  risky,  that  I  must  vote  for  granting 
only  one  mcHith's  Supply  to  the  Govern- 
ment which  he  represents. 

Senator  STEWART  (Queensland) 
[9.41]. — The  reason  why  the  Opposition 
objected  to  grantijig  two  months'  Supply  is, 
as  far  as  I  can  gather,  that  they  are 
anxious  to  know  the  financial  policy  of  the 
Government.  Taking  all  the  circumstances 
into  account,  it  is  only  natural  and  pro- 
per that  at  this  stage  the  Senate  should 
know  what  the  policy  of  the  Government 
is,  if  they  have  any.  Senator  Millen  claims 
the  indulgence  of  the  C<»nmittee  foe  the 
Government  on  the  ground  that  it  has  had 
no  time  to  decide  oh  a  financial  policy. 
But  when  we  consider  the  circumstaivxs, 
we  find  what  a  very  flimsy  excuse  that  is. 
The  parties  to  the  fusion  had  about  six 
weeks  of  cutting,  and  clipping,  and  par- 
ing before  the  pieces  were  joined  together. 
One  would  expect  that  after  so  many  pre- 
liminaries  they  would  have  a  fairly  clear 
idea  of  what  their  policy  was.  In  addi- 
ticm  to  that,  after  so  much  initiatory  pre- 
paratim,  the  Government  secured  an  ad- 
joununent  for  three  weeks,  during  which 
time  its  members  were  supposed  to  meet  in 
solemn  coiclave  for  the  purpose  of  framing 
a  policy.  After  all  these  preliminaries, 
we  find  that  they  are  as  much  at  sea  as 
ever  they  were.  I  am  «rtr«nelv  astonished 
to  find  this  state  of  affairs,  seeing  that  we 
have  one  of  the  greatest  financial  geniuses 
in  the  ComnKwiwealth  as  Treasurer. 

Senator  Clemons. — What  does  the  hon- 
orable senator  call  him? 

Senator  STEWART.— I  call  him  one  of 
the  greatest  financial  geniuses  in  the  C<Kn- 
monwealth  —  in  his  own  estimation.  To 
hear  the  right  hcfftOTable  gentleman  dilat- 
ing on  finance  when  he  was  in  opposi- 
tiotif  one  would  think  that  if  he  only  bad 
ccnnmand  of  the  Treasury  everything 
would  be  put  right,  and  straight,  and 
square  immediately.  But  now  that  he  has 
got  there,  we  find  that  the  Treasury  bench 
has  demoralized  him,  just  as  it  has  de- 
moralized nearly  every  one  who  haa 
occupied  it. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — There  axe 
exceptions. 

Senator  STEWART.  —  Consider  the  . 
change  that  has  taken -place  in  the  case  of 
Senator  Milloi.  When  he  was  Leader  of 
the  Opposition  in  the  Senate,  he  was  con- 
stantly active,  and  nimble,  and  critical. 
He  was  like  a  flea  in  a  blanket.  But  now 
he  has  lost  all  his  agiUtyPand  has  become 
just   as  slow   with   it   as   the  ordinary 
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member  of  a  Government.  This  Government 
has  had  time  to  frame  a  policy,  and 
should  insist  upon  that  policy  being  put 
before  Parliament — at  any  rate,  before  the 
end  of  August.  I  will  tell  the  Cwnmittee 
why.  As  has  been  admitted,  the  financial 
position  of  the  Commonwealth  is  more 
critical  now  than  it  has  ever  been.  Senator 
Millen  gave  that  as  a  reason  why  the  Bud- 
get should  be  delayed.  I  claim  it  as  a 
reason  why  we  should  have  the  Budget  at 
the  earliest  possible  mcMnent. 

SenatOT  Millen. — I  did  not  give  that  as 
a  reason. 

Senator  STEWART.— The  honorable 
senator  did.  He  has  a  most  convenient 
memory. 

Senator  Millen. — I  distinctly  deny  that. 
I  did  not  give  it  as  a  reason  for  delay,  but 
said  that  it  was  impossible  to  bring  in  the 
Budget  earlier. 

Senator  STEWART.— I  do  not  think 
that  it  is  impossible  The  Government  have 
had  time  to  frame  a  policy.  They  have 
had  about  two  months. 

Senator  Millen. — The  Government  is 
not  a  month  old  yet. 

Senator  STEWART.— The  mere  figures 
of  a  Budget  are  nothing.  The  diflSculty  arises 
in  the  framing  of  a  policy.  We  should  in- 
sist upon  having  the  Budget  here  before 
the  end  of  July,  because  a  number  of  very 
important  questions  are  to  be  dealt  with 
during  the  present  session.  For  instance, 
there  is  the  new  departure — borrowing.  The 
Commmwealth,  according^  to  the  minute 
issued  by  the  Government,  intends,  as  I 
gather,  to  go  in  fot  borrowing.  That  is 
quite  a  new  departure.  The  Senate  will 
surely  have  something  to  say  on  so  im- 
portant a  question.  Then,  there  is  the  find- 
ing of  money  to  carry  on  the  various  new 
Departments  which  will  inevitably  be  taken 
over  by  the  Commonwealth  in  the  near 
future.  Then  there  is  the  matter  of  the 
State  debts.  Are  they  to  be  taken  over  by 
the  Commonwealth,  or  what  is  to  be  done 
with  them?  There  is  some  proposal  re- 
garding the  financial  relationships  of  the 
States  and  the  Commonwealth.  AH  these 
are  questions  of  first  rate  importance  in  the 
discussion  of  which  the  Senate  will  have  a 
voice.  Suppose  that  the  Budget  is  not 
introduced  until  the  end  of  August.  When 
will  it  be  dealt  with  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives? Will  one  month  be  sufficient? 
Will  it  occupy  two  months?  It  will  pro- 
bably be  the  end  of  October  or  the  beginning 
of  November  before  the  Senate  can  dis- 
cuss the  financial  policy  of  the  Government. 


Now,  I  ask  any  honorable  senator  whether, 
coming  to  the  Senate  at  that  late  period  of 
the  year,  the  Budget  is  at  all  likely  to  re- 
ceive that  fair  and  ample  consideratiCB* 
which  the  important  financial  proposals  in- 
volved in  it  demand  ?   Nothing  of  the  kind 
can  come  about.    The  end  of  the  sessicm 
will  be  at  hand.   Everybotly  will  be  anxious 
to  get  away  to  his  electorate,  because  early 
next  year  there  will  be  an  election.  The 
consequence  will  be  that  the  financial  pro- 
posals of  the  Government  will  not  be  dis- 
cussed by  the  Senate  at  all,  or  will  be  dis- 
cussed in  a  most  perfunctory  fashion.  The 
Senate  is  intimately  interested  in  these  pro- 
posals.   We  ought  to  discuss  them.  In- 
deed, the  Senate  was  created  under  the  Con- 
stitution to  discuss  such  questicms.  They 
intimately  affect  the  relations  of  the  Com- 
monwealth with  the  States.    The  Senate 
ought  to  have  ample  opportunities  fOT  dis- 
cussing them  exhaustively.    I  submit  that  if 
the  course  of  procedure  intimated  by  the 
Government  is  carried  out,  we  shall  have 
no  adequate  opportunity  of  discussing  the 
financial  proposals.    I  do  not  know  whether 
the  Government  intend  that  that  should  be 
the  case.    Unfortunately,  all  previous  Go- 
vcinments  have  treated  the  Senate  in  almost 
exactly  the  same  fashion.     The  Labour  Go- 
vernment was  very  little  better  than  any  other 
Government.  They  have  all  been  tarred  with 
the  same  dirty  stick.    They  have  jumped 
upon  the  Senate  and  treated  it  with  dis- 
respect and  scorn.    The  Senate  has  taken 
this  treatment  lying  down  all  the  time. 
But  if  the  Senate  is  not  to  be  looked  upon 
PS  an  excrescence,  as  a  useless  institution, 
which  may  very  well  be  abolished  and  its 
members  sent  to  do  useful  work  elsewhne, 
we  must  assert  our  rights.    If  we  agree  to 
give  the  Government  two  months'  Supply 
upon  the  present  occasion,  we  shall  delibe- 
rately abandon  our  right  to  discuss  the  fin- 
ancial proposals.    But  if  we  refuse  to  give 
two  months'  Supply,  the  Government  will' 
be  compelled  to  introduce  the  Budget  to- 
wards the  end  of  this  month.    The  proba- 
bility is  that  it  will  then  ctHne  to  the  Senate 
towards  the  end  of  SeptenUser  or  the  begin- 
ning of  October,  when  there  will  be  scxne 
opportunity  of  dealing  with  it.  Senator 
Best  pleaded  with  the  Committee  not  to 
carry  the  request  because  500  men  in  the 
Post  Office  will  not  get  their  wages  to-mor- 
row if  that  be  done.    Every  one  here  knows 
that  I  sympathize  as  deeply  with  the  men 
in  the  Post  Office  as  anjt  member  of  the 
Government.    I  cg^^io^  ^uii@6l[^l£  do  not 
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sympathize  with  them  more.  But  I  recog- 
nise that  there  are  much  more  important 
questions  at  issue  tlian  the  mere  paying  of 
500  men.  If  they  are  not  paid  to-morrow 
the  Government,  not  the  Opposition,  will 
l^e  to  blame.  The  Government  ought  to  have 
foreseen  that  this  Committee  would  pro- 
bably refuse  to  grant  two  months'  Supply. 
They  ought  to  have  made  arrangements  ac- 
cordingly. They  would  not  have  had  an 
adjournment  for  two  months  when  so  long  a 
period  was  not  necessary.  Therefore,  if  any- 
thing happens  it  will  not  be  the  Opposition 
who  will  be  to  blame,  but  the  Government, 
for  the  tardy  bringing  in  of  the  measure. 
Some  time  ago  we  had  the  present  Prime 
Minister  and  a  number  of  his  supporters 
sending  a  round  robin  to  the  late  Prime 
Minister  asking  him  on  the  smre  of  emer- 
gency to  call  Parliament  together  in  April. 
There  was  a  tremendous  hurry  then  on  the 
part  of  the  members  of  the  present  Govern- 
ment to  get  on  to  the  Government  benches. 

Senator  Mulcahy. — The  Government  of 
the  honorable  senator's  party  did  not  want 
to  get  off. 

Senator  STEWART.— They  had  a 
policv  to  submit  to  the  coimtry.  I  am  not 
grumbling  because  the  present  Gov«nment 
turned  the  last  Government  out.  I  am 
merely  saying  that  there  was  a  tremendous 
hurry  to  call  Parliament  together  in  April, 
professedly  to  get  on  with  business,  but 
there  is  no  hurry  now  when  the  present  Go- 
vernment are  safe  and  sound  on  the  Trea- 
sury benches  and  dividing  the  1 2,000 
golden  sovereigns  between  them.  I  am  not 
so  much  concerned  as  to  what  Government 
is  in  power  as  I  am  that  legislation  for  the 
benefit  of  the  country  should  be  passed, 
and  that  the  Senate  should  have  a  voice  in 
the  frfiming  of  that  legislatitto.  Every  one 
admits  that  the  present  is  going  to  be  one 
of  the  most  important  sessions  since 
Federation,  frc«n  a  financial  point  of 
view,  and  I  say  that  if  the  Cwmnittee 
agrees  to-night  to  give  the  Government  two 
months'  Supply,  then  we  shall  have  no 
more  voice  in  the  framing  of  the  financial 
legislation  to  be  dealt  with  this  session 
than  the  nian  in  the  moon.  I  hope  that 
every  member  of  the  Committee  who  de- 
sires that  the  Senate  should  keep  up  its 
end  of  the  log,  and  fulfil  the  purpose  for 
which  it  was  created  under  the  Constitution. 
Kill  vote  as  I  shall,  against  the  proposal 
for  two  months'  Supply. 

Senator  TURLEY  (Queensland)  [icol— 
We  have  listened  to  a  lot  of  special  pleading 
from  Ministers  in  urging  that  this  Supply 


Bill  should  be  put  through  straight  away. 
We  have  been  told  that  a  considerable 
amount  of  time  has  been  wasted,  and  that 
two  months'  Supply  is  asked  for  in  order 
that  time  shall  not  be  wasted  later  an  which 
might  be  used  in  the  discus»on  of  Govern- 
ment business.  What  has  been  our  experi- 
ence in  the  past?  Has  it  not  been  a  com- 
mon occurrence  to  find  Bills  for  one 
month's  Supply  jwssed  in  another  place 
and  in  the  Senate  in  one  day? 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — Xo,  not  in 
one  day. 

Senator  TURI.EY.— At  least  they  have 
often  been  passed  at  one  sitting  oiF  each 
House.  The  Government  have  themselves 
to  blame  for  any  time  which  has  been 
wasted  ^n  connexion  with  this  Bill.  I 
undertake  to  say  that  more  time  has  been 
wasted  because  the  Government  have  asked 
for  two  months'  Supply  in  this  Bill  than 
would  have  been  occupied  in  the  passing  of 
two  or  three  separate  Bills  providing  for 
one  month's  Supply  at  a  time.  The  Minister 
of  Trade  and  Customs  has  said  that  pro- 
vision is  made  in  this  Bill  only  far  the 
ordinary  recurring  expenditure.  That  may 
be  -so,  but  it  is  no  reason  for  a  departure 
frwn  the  ordinary  practice  of  asking  for 
only  one  month's  Supply  at  a  time.  Sena- 
tor Millen  has  asked  that  the  Government 
should  be  given  two  months'  Supply  in 
order  that  they  may  be  able  to  introduce 
the  measures  which  will  indicate  their 
policy.  I  do  not  know  what  Bills  the  Go- 
vernment propose  to  go  on  with  that  will 
in  any  way  indicate  their  policy.  Look 
ing  at  the  business-paper  I  find  that  the 
Minister  of  Trade  and  CustcMus  is  to  ask 
leave  to  introdw^  a  Bill  to  amend  the 
Australian  Industries  Preservation  Act 
Every  one  knows  that  the  intention  is  to 
meet  a  decision  which  was  lately  given  by 
the  High  Court. 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best.— There  will 
be  much  mare  than  that  in  the  Bill. 

Senator  TURLEY.— That  is  the  prin- 
cipal reason  for  its  introduction.  I>ave  is 
to  be  asked  to  introduce  a  Bill  to  amend 
the  Patents  Act.  The  object  of  that  Bill 
will  be  merely  to  make  such  amendments 
as  have  been  found  necessary  in  the  work- 
inj;  of  the  existing  Act.  The  measure 
will  in  no  way  indicate  the  financial  policy 
of  the  Government.  Then  leave  is  to  be 
asked  to  introduce  a  Bill  for  an  Act  re- 
lating to  Compensation  to  Seamen, 

SenatcH*  Sir  Robert  BESr^^^s^hot  that 
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Senator  TURLEY.— It  is,  uDdoubtedly, 
but  the  measure  will  not  indicate  the  gen- 
eral policy  of  the  Government.  As  a 
matter  of  fact  it  will  have  no  relation  to  the 
policy  of  the  present  Government,  because 
Governments  of  the  Commonwealth  were 
committed  to  its  principles  before  the  pre- 
sent Government  came  into  existence.  Then 
a  measure  is  to  be  introduced  to  amend  the 
Old-age  Pensions  Act.  That  is  a  legacy 
frran  the  previous  Government,  who  found 
that  it  was  necessary  to  amend  the  existing 
Act  in  certain  respect-i.  Everycme  will 
admit  that  the  country  should  at  the  earliest 
possible  nwment  know  what  the  general 
policy  of  the  Government  is  to  be. 

Senator  Guthrie. — The  country  cannot 
know  it  until  the  trawler  comes  back.  She 
is  out  filing  for  one. 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — Unfortuna- 
telv  the  trawler  is  engaged  in  a  verv  much 
more  serious  business,  as  Senator  Guthrie 
should  know ;  in  a  work  which  should  not 
be  the  subject  of  ridicule  at  all. 

Senator  TURLEY.— There  was  no  ridi- 
cule of  the  w«k  in  which  the  trawler  i^  en- 
gaged in  Senator  Guthrie's  interjection 
There  is  no  member  of  the  Committee  or 
of  the  Federal  Parliament  who  has  sought 
to  a  greater  extent  to  protect  the  interests  of 
seamen  than  has  Senator  Guthrie.  He  has 
alwavs  advocated  that  the  Ccwnmonwealth 
should  pass  legislation  which  would  place 
every  facility  at  the  disposal  of  the  author- 
ities to  render  assrstance  in  such  a  matter  as 
that  to  which  Senator  Best  has  referred. 
Let  me  say  that  I  object  to  any  threat  by  a 
Government  intended  to  prevent  members  of 
the  Senate  from  doing  their  dutv  to  the 
public.  The  Minister  has  threatened  hon- 
orable senators  that  unless  they  pass  this 
Supply  Bill  without  any  requests  they  will 
prevent  some  hundreds  of  men  from  re- 
ceiving their  wages.  If  it  would  prevent 
the  whole  of  the  service  from  receiving 
their  wa^es  to-morrow,  such  a  threat  would 
not  have  the  slightest  effect  on  me,  if  1 
thought  it  my  duty  to  object  to  the  legisla- 
tion proposed. 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — There  has 
been  no  threat  whatever. 

Senator  TURLEY.— T  hope  that  no 
threat  of  the  kind  will  have  any  effect  upon 
the  Committee.  I  understood  that  the 
Government  had  sufficient  money  voted 
under  the  Appropriation  Act  passed  last 
session  to  carry  them  on  until  30th  June. 
This  is  only  the  ist  July,  and  surely  it  is 


not  necessary  to  pass  a  Supply  Bill  to  meet 
expenditure  incurred  in  the  year  previous  to 
the  introduction  of  the  Bill. 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — Certainly  it 
is;  all  moneys  falling  due  after  the  30th 
June  will  remain  unprovided  for  until  this 
Bill  is  passed. 

Senator  TURLEY.— The  honorable  sena- 
tor told  us  that  the  men  to  whom  he  xe- 
f erred  are  paid  by  the  week.  I  think  it 
will  be  found  either  that  th«r  week  was  up 
some  time  ago,  or  will  not  be  up  until  ihe 
end  of  this  week. 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — Precisely, 
but  they  require  to  be  paid  their  mcmey. 

Senator  TURLEY.— A  request  can  be 
submitted  from  the  Senate  and  the  Bill  re- 
turned from  another  place  in  plenty  of  time 
for  the  payment  of  these  men  when  their 
wages  are  due.  Even  if  their  payment 
should  be  delayed  for  a  day  or  two  that  is 
not  a  sufficient  reason  for  asking  honorable 
senators  to  set  aside  the  only  control  they 
can  exercise  in  matters  of  finance.  I  intend 
to  vote  for  only  one  month's  Supply,  and  if 
any  inconvenience  arises  the  blame  must  rest 
with  the  Government  for  not  introducing  a 
Bill  for  only  one  m<Hith's  Supply.  If  thev 
had  done  that  the  measure  would  have  been 
passed  in  another  place  on  Friday  last,  we 
could  have  dealt  with  it  yesterday,  and 
there  would  have  been  no  trouble. 

Question — That  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives be  requested  to  leave  out  the 
words  "  Eight  Hundred  and  Eighty -Three 
Thousand,  Six  Hundred  aiKi  Ninety- 
Nine  Pounds  " — put.  The  Committee 
divided. 

Ayes      ...  ...  ...  14 

Noes      ...  ...  ...  15 


Majority    . . . 


Croft,  J.  W. 
lie  Liirgi^.  H. 
Givens,  T. 
Oiithric,  R.  S. 
Henderson,  G. 
McGregor,  G. 
Nccdham,  E. 
Pearce,  G.  F. 


Best,  Sir  Robert 
Cameron,  Lt.-Colonel 
Chataway.  T.  D. 
Dobson,  H. 
Gould,  Lt.-Colonel 
r,r.iv.  T-  1*. 
McColi,  J.  H. 
MiUeo,  E.  D. 


Ates. 

Russell.  E.  J. 
Russell.  W. 
Stewart,  J.  C. 
Storv,  W.  H. 
Turlcy,  H. 

Telier: 
Fiodley,  E. 

NOES. 

Ncilrl.  Colonel 
Pulsford.  E. 
Savers.  R.  J. 
St.  LMccr.  A.  J. 
Trcnwith.  W.  A. 
Vardon,  J, 
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Pairs. 

Symon,  Sir  Josiah         I  Walker.  ].  T. 
Ciemoas,  J.  S.  i  Fraser,  S. 

Question  so  resolved  in  thz  negative. 
Request  negatived. 
Clause  agreed  to. 
Clauses  3  and  4  agreed  to. 

Heating  of  &nate  Chamber — ^Adver- 
tising Austraua:  "Standard  of 
Empire  "  Contract. 

Schedule. 

Senator  STEWART  (Queensland) 
{10.15]. — lender  the  heading  of  "  the  Par- 
liament," I  desire  to  say  a  few  words  in  re- 
ference to  the  heating  of  thii  chamber. 
Recently,  I  read  in  the  newspapers  that 
^reat  care  had  been  taken  to  provide  for 
the  comfort  of  members  of  the  Commcm- 
wcalth  Parliament,  and  I  came  down  iicm 
Queensland  thinking  that  the  Senate  would 
he  something  akin  to  a  hot-house.  •  Instead, 
I  find  that  it  rather  resembles  a  rtfjigera- 
tor.  As  the  result  of  my  endeavours  to 
glean  information  upan  this  subject,  I  have 
learned  that,  owing  to  some  mistake,  the 
whole  of  the  hot  air  that  is  generated  in 
the  parliamentary  building  is  being  driven 
into  the  House  of  Representatives.  Pro- 
"bably  its  members  require  it  more  than  we 
•do ;  but,  nevertheless,  I  think  that  we  could 
do  with  a  little  more  warmth.  I  ask  the 
Minister  in  charge  of  the  Estimates  whether 
something  cannot  be  done  to  make  the 
■temperature  in  this  chamber  more  agreeable? 

Senator  Sir  ALBERT  GOULD  (New 
South  Wales)  [10. 17]. — The  honorable 
senator  has  referred  to  a  matter  in  which 
we  are  all  interested.  In  reply  to  his  re- 
marks, I  desire  to  say  that  inquiries  are 
being  conducted  as  to  the  arrangement 
which  has  been  made  for  heating  the  two 
branches  of  the  Legislature;  It  appears 
that  under  the  existing  s}-stem,  the  heat 
which  is  generated  elsewhere  does  not  iind 
its  way  here  as  it  ought  to  do.  I  hope, 
howe\'er,  that  within  a  week  or  two  the 
trouble  will  be  rectified.  I  understand 
that  it  will  be  necessary  to  put  in  some 
additimial  pipes. 

Senator  McGREGOR  (South  Australia) 
[10.18]. — Seeing  that  we  have  a  Depart- 
ment of  Home  Affairs  to  effect  necessarv 
improvements  of  the  kind  indicated,  I 
think  it  would  only  be  fair  if  the  Govem- 
moit  insisted  that  the  officers  responsible 
for  blunders  of  this  description  themselves 
bore  the  additional  expense  to  which  the 
•Commonwealth  is  put,  as  the  result  of  their 


blundering.  A  great  deal  of  expeiditure 
has  been  incurred  in  generating  in  thrae 
buildings  hot  air  which  is  being  transmitted 
only  to  another  place.  We  are  supposed 
to  have  experts  in  the  Department  of  Hoine 
Affairs — gentlemen  who  know  all  about 
these  matters — and  if  they  are  not  capable 
of  doing  their  work,  somebody  else  ought 
to  be  engaged  to  do  it  for  them,  or  they 
should  be  called  upon  to  bear  the  additimal 
expense  to  which  the  country  is  subjected. 

Senator  STEWART  (Queensland) 
[10.20]. — I  wish  to  direct  attention  to  the 
item,  "  Advertising  resources  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, ;^2,ooo."  Will  the  Minister 
tell  the  Committee  the  way  in  which  this 
advertising  is  conducted,  and  how  much 
money  the  Government  intend  to  spend  in 
that  connexion  during  the  present  financial 
year  ? 

Senator  Sir  ROBERT  BEST  (Vic- 
toria— Minister  of  Trade  and  Custtnns) 
[10.21]. — The  advertising  of  the  resources 
of  the  Commonwealth  has  so  far  taken  the 
form  of  the  purchase  of  such  journals  as 
Australia  To-day.  Upon  that  publication, 
;£3SO  has  been  expended. 

Senator  Stewart. — It  is  a  rubbishy  pub- 
licaticxL 

Senator  Sir  ROBERT  BEST.— It  is  a 
very  fine  CHie.  In  connexion  with  the 
Year-Book  of  Australia,  ^£47  has  been 
expended;  the  Clariott,  £244;  the 
Southern  Cross,  £,1^000;  the  Standard 
of  Empire,  £%2t  j  and  The  Times, 
£100.  The  sum  of  ^^2,200  has  been 
spent  upon  cinematograph  films.  Alto- 
gether, ;^8,643  'fas  spent  in  advertising 
the  Commonwealth  last  year. 

Senator  Givens. — Has  the  j^2,ooc  pro- 
vided for  in  this  Bill  been  alreadv  ex- 
pended ? 

Senator  Sir  ROBERT  BEST.— Of 
course  we  have  obligaticHis  to  meet,  but 
the  money  caimot  have  been  spent,  seeing 
that  it  has  not  yet  been  voted. 

Senator  Givens. — Has  the  liability  been 
incurred  ? 

Senator  Sir  ROBERT  BEST.— Yes;  we 
have  an  arrangement,  for  example,  with  the 
Standard  of  Empire. 

Senator  Givens. — That  contract  ought 
to  lie  terminated  at  once. 

Senator  Sir  ROBERT  BEST.— This  is  a 
matter  which  has  been  the  «ibject  of  ccm- 
sideration  by  several  Governments.  They 
have  regarded  the  plan  which  has  been 
adopted  as  a  valuable  means  of  advertising 
the  resources  of  the  Commonwealth.  Ur«" 
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last  year's  Estimates  the  sum  of  ;£2o,ooo 
was  provided  for  this  purpose,  of  which 
j£&,64$  was  e]q>ended. 

Senator  CLEMONS  (Tasmania)  [10.23]. 
— Can  the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs 
tell  me  whether  the  contract  with  the  Lon- 
don Standard  has  a  considerable  time  to 
run,  or  whether  it  will  lapse  shortly?  I 
ask  this  question  because  I  have  recently 
had  manv  opportunities  of  perusing  that 
journal,  which  in  its  Thursday  issue  de- 
votes a  portion  of  its  space  to  informa- 
tion ccHiceming  the  Commonwealth.  As 
the  result  of  my  investigations,  I  wish 
to  say  that  I  shall  certainlv  questioa  any 
vote  which  may  be  placed  uptm  this  year's 
Estimates  for  the  purpose  of  renewing  that 
contract. 

Senator  Sir  ROBERT  BEST  (Victoria— 
— Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs)  [10.24]. 
Last  year  the  sum  of  ;^82i  was  expended 
on  the  Standard  of  Empire,  and  I  am 
informed  that  the  contract  has  still  a  few 
months  to  run. 

Senator  FINDLEY  (Victoria)  [10.25].— 
If  we  are  to  believe  what  has  been  said  con- 
cerning the  Standard  of  Empire  that  pub- 
lication had  no  existence  until  its  promoters 
were  subsidized  by  the  Deakin  Government, 
and  the  Canadian  Government,  to  such  an 
extent  as  to  permit  them  to  launch  it,  and 
to  make  substantial  profits.  We  have  no 
information  as  to  its  circulation,  or  the  at- 
mosphere in  which  it  circulates,  but  we 
know  from  a  rough  calculation  that  the 
amount  it  receives  for  the  advertisement  is 
about  275.  6d.  per  indi.  To  me  that  seems 
an  outrageous  price  for  the  COTamonwealth 
to  pay  for  the  insertion  of  informatiOT 
which  is  absolutely  misleading. 

Senator  Colonel  Neild. — Does  the  hon- 
orable senator  mean  an  inch  in  a  column, 
or  an  inch  extending  the  width  of  a  page? 

Senator  FINDLEY.— I  do  not  mean  an 
inch  extending  the  width  of  a  page,  but  an 
inch  as  it  is  ordinarily  measured  in  a  daily 
newspaper. 

Senator  Colonel  Neild. — Then  it  is  a 
scandalous  price. 

Senator  FINDLEY. — An  advertisement 
for  which  we  pay  6s.  an  inch  in  the  daily 
newspapers  here  costs  27s.  6d.  an  inch  in 
the  Standard  of  Empire. 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best.— Compare  our 
advertisements  with  those  of  Canada  and 
other  places.  The  latter  occupy  pages  of 
the  paper  as  against  our  half-page. 

Senator  FINDLEY.— We  ought  to  have 
the  fullest  infOTnuttion  as  to  the  negotiations 


entered  into  between  the  late  Deakin  Go- 
vernment and  the  proprietors  of  this  pub- 
lication. In  different  parts  of  Great  Bri- 
tain there  are  well  established  journals, 
with  a  large  circle  of  readers,  and  with  an 
influence  and  a  power  behind  them.  But 
the  Standard  of  Empire  only  came  into 
existence  because  of  the  subsidies  it  re- 
ceived from  different  Governments.  Are- 
the  Government  to  expend  the  people's 
money  in  that  direction  to  enrich  some 
speculators?  When  the  advertisements  are 
inserted  they  are  absolutely  misleading,  be- 
cause promises  are  held  out  that  to  am* 
Britisher  the  Commonwealth  will  offer  lari(} 
and  a  home  on  his  arrival.  No  doubt  manv 
persons  have  been  induced  to  come  here  be- 
cause of  the  inviting  advertisement  in  this 
newspapM". 

Senator  Gray. — How  many  farmers 
would  see  it? 

Senator  FINDLEY.— We  ought  to 
know  why  public  money  is  being  expended 
on  this  particular  newspaper. 

Senator  Clemons. — ^The  honorable  sena- 
tor will  get  all  the  information  he  wants*  I 
promise  him. 

Senator  FINDLEY.— I  hope  so.  The 
other  day  I  noticed  a  statement  that 
negotiations  were  being  entered  into  witli 
the  London  Daily  Chronicle  to  advertise 
the  resources  of  the  Commonwealth.  I  do 
not  know  whether  there  is  any  truth  in  that 
public  statement,  but  if  there  be  I  want 
some  information  regarding  the  matter.  I 
hope  that  the  Senate  will  be  furnished  with 
the  fullest  information  regarding  the  adrer- 
tisement  in  the  Standard  of  Empire. 

Senator  CLEMONS  (Tasmania)  [io.,sol. 
■ — This  discussion  has  been  made  a  little 
more  interesting  by  the  fact  that  Senator 
Findley  has  been  addressing  himself  to 
the  question.  I  believe  that  the  contract 
with  the  Standard  was  renewed  by  the  late 
Government. 

Senator  Feakce. — It  was  in  existence 
when  our_GovemmCTt  took  crffice. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— It  certainly  came 
into  existence  under  the  previous  Deakin- 
Government,  The  Minister  should  make 
some  inquiries,  because  it  is  desirable  that 
the  Committee  should  be  furnished  with  in- 
formation. He  might  also  ascertain  whe- 
ther the  contract  was  renewed  bv  the  late 
Government.  I  think  he  will  find  that  it 
was,  which  of  course  adds  some  point  to  the 
remarks  of  Senator  Findtey,  and  at  the 
same  time  places  him  ut>  sui  uitfOTtunate 
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Senator  Findley. — No  matter  what  Go- 
vernment was  concerned,  I  would  have  the 
same  criticism  to  make. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— I  think  that  the 
Government  may  take  it  for  certain  that  our 
contract  with  the  Standard  was  quite  a  ma- 
terial factor  in  determining  whether  it  should 
continue  in  existence  or  not.  I  know  that 
to  such  a  condititxi  is  it  reduced  in  re- 
gard to  its  circulation  and  general  pros- 
perity that  this  contract  means  a  great 
deal  to  it.  If  the  Government  inquire 
into  the  matter  they  will  find  it  desirable 
to  withdraw  the  advertisement  also  be- 
cause the  Conunonwealth  is  by  no  means 
getting  value  for  its  money  in  subsidizing 
this  newspaper.  On  every  Thursday  the 
Standard  brings  out  a  special  supplement 
which  is  devoted  to  Australia,  and  on  Fri- 
day it  brings  out  a  special  supplemmt  for 
Canada.  Many  years  ago  the  Standard 
was  a  newspaper  of  very  great  repute,  al- 
though its  politics  may  not  have  coincided 
with  those  of  my  honorable  friends  oppo- 
site: 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — It  was  the 
great  organ  of  the  Tory  party  and 
the  Protectionist,  and  it  is  now  the  Tariff 
Reform  newspaper,  in  a  small  way. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— I  entirely  dis- 
agree with  its  policy  at  the  present  time. 
From  a  ccnnmercial  point  of  view,  it  may 
have  been  a  useful  newspaper  some  years 
ago  in  which  to  adverrise  Australia,  be- 
cause of  its  very  large  circuIati(Hi»  but  at 
the  present  tirae'its  circulation  is  extremely 
limited.  From  the  point  of  view  of  any 
perstHi  in  Australia,  whatever  his  political 
creed  may  be,  is  it  desirable  to  retain  the 
advertisement  in  the  newspaper  because  of 
the  class  of  perscms  amongst  whom  it  cir- 
culates? It  hardly  gets  out  of  London, 
and  even  there  its  circulation  is  very  small. 
Its  circulation  has  fallen. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — It  is  a 
third-rate  newspap^. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— It  is  a  third-rate 
newspaper,  even  in  London,  with  a  vtry 
little  arculatiwi  in  the  provinces.  I  ask 
the  Ministry  to  look  into  the  matter,  and 
stop  the  renewal  of  the  contract  if  they 
agree  with  me,  as  they  probably  will. 

Senator  GIVENS  (Queensland)  [10.34]. 
—I  am  not  astonished  at  the  fact  that  the 
Deakin  Government  entered  into  a  contract 
with  this  newspaper  to  publish  an  adver- 
tisement for  Australia  at  273.  66.  an  inch, 
when  I  remember  the  circumstances  under 
which  it  was  made.  N<m:  do  I  think  that 
that  price  was  excessive,  considering  all 


the  circumstances,  if  I  may  paraphra.se 
Senator  Millen.  It  will  be  remembered 
that  the  contract  was  made  either  at  the 
time,  or  very  soon  after,  Mr.  Deakin  paid 
a  visit  to  Great  Britain.  It  will  also  be 
remembered  that  during  that  famous  visit, 
instead  of  attending  severely  to  the  busi- 
ness on  whidi  he  was  sent  by  the  people 
at  their  expense,  and  that  was  to  look 
after  Australian  affairs,  Mr.  Deakin  allied 
himself  with  the  Tory  party,  and  became 
a  hero,  getting  the  utmost  advertisement 
from  all  the  Torv  organs.  When  he  found 
that  one  of  the  great  organs  was  in  a  very 
parlous  state,  almost  on  the  verpe  of  in- 
solvency, was  it  too  much  for  him  then 
to  offer  this  newspaper  a  handsome 
gratuity  for  its  services  irj  advertising;  him- 
self, and  all  his  meetings,  as  an  ally  of  the 
Tory  party? 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — The  con- 
tract seemed  quite  good  enough  to  be  re- 
newed from  time  to  time.  It  was  rot 
made  in  the  interests  of  Mr.  Deakin. 

Senator  GIVENS.— The  consensus  of 
opinion  in  the  Senate  has  always  been 
that  the  contract  should  not  have  l>een 
entered  into,  much  less  renewed.  Even 
if  it  was  renewed  by  the  late  Government, 
it  is  just  as  worthy  of  condemnation,  as 
if  it  had  been  renewed  by  anybody  else. 
I  am  not  here  to  palliate  any  action,  be- 
cause it*  was  done  by  any  Government  or 
party-  I  do  not  care  what  party  does 
a  good  action,  it  will  receive  my  cordial 
approval.  I  do  not  care  what  party  is 
guilty  of  doing  a  bad  thing,  it  will  have 
my  strongest  condemnation.  The  circum- 
stances were  that  Mr.  Deakin,  poing  round 
the  whole  country  as  an  allv  of  the  Tory 
party,  and  gratuitously  interfering,  in 
English  politics  with  which  he  had  no 
concern,  and  which  Australia  did  not  pay 
him  to  do. 

Senator  Gray. — But  the  honorable  sena- 
tor and  his  party  knew  all  about  it  at  the 
time. 

Senator  GIVENS.— Mr.  Deakin's  con- 
duct on  that  occasion  had  my  cond«nna- 
tion  then  just  as  well  as  it  has  now.  I 
have  not  waited  until  to-day  to  express 
my  views.  When  statesmen  fp  to  the  C'ld 
Country  to  represent  Australia  and  its  in- 
terest, they  should  confine  themselves  to 
that  business,  and  should  not  ally  them- 
selves with  any  party,  and  go  round  with 
any  special  object  to  interfere  with  English 
politics.  That  is  the  part  of  a  busy-body, 
and  Mr.  Deakin  evicteptly  embraced  the 
opportunity  toDpai^dii9iUEi<§tfdl£wjstralian 
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money  for  the  notoriety  he  was  getting 
fiom  the  Tory  press. 

Senator  Clemons. — ^The  lamentable  part 
of  the  thing  is  that  the  Labour  Govern- 
ment have  been  paying  for  the  continuance 
of  the  advertisement.  They  raiewed  the 
contract,  and  paid  a  large  sum  to  the 
newspap^. 

Senator  GIVENS-— Possibly,  they  may 
have  done  so.  Knowing  the  opinions  which 
have  been  expressed  here  and  elsewberei 
«  the  act  is  worthy  of  condenmation,  no  mat- 
ter by  whffln  it  was  done.  The  contract 
was  originated  by  Mr.  Beakin,  and  pos- 
sibly microbes  which  infest  the  Trea- 
sury bench  might  have  infested  Labour 
members. 

Senator  Tubley. — It  is  a  dreadful 
thing  if  the  Labour  Government  renewed 
the  ccmtract. 

Senator  GIVENS.— Of  course  it  is, 
especially  in  view  of  the  unanswered  and 
unanswerable  criticism  which  was  directed 
against  the  contract  both  here  and  else* 
where.  With  regard  to  the  questitxt  of 
advertiang  generally,  I  do  not  think  that 
tliere  is  any  particular  need  to  advertise 
Australia.  My  opinion  is  that  the  on\y 
thing  required  is  to  afford  in  Australia 
opportunities  such  as  we  have  an  abun- 
dance of,  if  utilized,  to  persons  to  engage 
in  profitable  occujMticms.  If  we  passed 
good  legislation,  and  had  good  administra- 
tion, not  only  should  we  keep  our  own 
populati(»i,  but  should  induce  others  to 
flock  h.ere.  The  proper  advertising  policy 
for  Australia  is  to  make  the  prospect  at- 
tractive. People  would  then  come  of 
their  own  accwd.  With  regard  to  the 
Standard,  that  newspaper,  cvcti  in  its 
prosperous  days,  was  simply  the  organ  of 
the  old  aristocratic  Conser\atives  of  Great 
Britain.     It  never  penetrated  to  a  farm, 

■'  ■■'•vt^r  ^'Jt  into  the  hands  of  lafaotirers. 
Are  we  going  to  endeavour  to  attract  dukes, 
earls,  and  country  squires  as  immigrants? 

Senator  Turley. — They  are  leaving 
Great  Britain  on  account  of  the  taxaticm. 

Senator  GIVENS.— Of  course,  we  learn 
that  capital  is  leaving  every  country  in 
the  world  on  account  of  labour  troubles; 
and  our  Tory  friends  will  soon  be  seeking 
to  colonize  the  moon,  where,  perhaps,  they 
will  have  free  scope.  I  am  aware  that 
Parliament  must  redeem  existing  obliga- 
tions ;  but  I  hope  that  if  any  sum  is  to 
be  expended  in  the  future  in  advertising 
the  resources  of  Australia  in  Great 
"'ritain.  the  advertisements  will  not  be  in- 

ted  in   a   small   exclusive  aristocratic 


paper  which  ne^-er  reaches  the  s«t  of 
people  we  want  to  attract,  but  in  some 
journal  circulating  amongst  tlie  great 
masses  of  the  i)eople. 

Senator  FINDLEY  (Victoria)  [10.44]. 
— This  sum  of  ;^a,ooo  wilt  be  absolutely 
wasted.  I  have  said  before,  and  I  repeat, 
that  until  the  Ccxnmonwealth  takes  up  a 
national  policy  it  b  a  wr<Hig  thing  to  in- 
sert inviting  advertisements  to  attract  imrai- 
grants  

Senator  Gray. — The  advertisemCTits  are 
never  seen  in  such  newspapers  as  these. 

Senator  I-TXDLEY.— Whether  the\-  are 
seen  or  not,  what  will  happen  to  immi- 
grants who  ccHXie  to  Australia  attracted  by 
them? 

Senator  Gray. — The>-  will  be  ^-^y  for- 
tunate men 

Senator  FINDLEY.— They  will  not  be 
happy  men  if  they  come  at  the  jwesent 
time.  The  Age  recently  pointed  out  that 
until  a  vigorous  land  policy  was  adopted 
there  was  no  opportunity  for  immigrants 
in  Australia,  where  tliey  would  not  be 
likely  to  find  land  for  settlement  or  suit- 
able employment.  Tlie  Coaunoowealth 
cannot  ad\'<ertise  that  it  has  land  for  im- 
migrants, and  it  cannot  offer  emplojment 
to  a  single  immigrant.  It  is  therefore  most 
unbusinesslike  to  spend  money  in  this 
directitHi.  The  advertising  is  absolutely 
useless.  There  are  thousands  of  men  in 
Australia  at  present  who  are  eager  to  get 
on  the  land  and  to  find  employment  The 
Government  need  not  advertise  in  Great 
Britain  when  there  are  plenty  of  pe<^le 
in  this  very  State  who  cannot  find  oppor- 
tunities of  earning  a  living.  They  would 
only  be  too  happy  to  read  in  their  local 
newspapers  that  opportunities  were  await- 
ing them  to  settle  or  find  work.  Yet  we  are 
spending  ;£^ooo  in  advertising  the  re- 
sources of  Australia  among  British  people. 
As  long  as  the  Government  propose  to  ex- 
pend money  in  these  useless  directions,  I 
shall  raise  my  voice  in  protest,  and  shall 
continue  to  do  so  until  a  differatf  policy 
is  adopted. 

Senator  CROFT  (Western  Australia) 
[10.47]. — I  have  had  placed  in  my  hand 
a  copy  of  the  Standard  of  Empire,  in 
which  the  advertisement  in  question  ap- 
pears. Three-quarters  of  the  page  is  oc- 
cupied by  an  advertisement  in  three  dif- 
ferent sections.  The  Commonweahfa  ad- 
vertisement is  at  the  top.  Below  there  are 
special  advertisements  for  Victoria  and 
Western  Au5tral%rtizeciT|4jii@ia^l®«  are 
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not  advertised,  although  their  people  pay 
their  share  for  the  ConuiKXiwealth  adver- 
tisement. 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — Only  West- 
ern Australian  and  Victcwia  have  joined 
with  the  Commonwealth,  but  the  other 
States  can  join  if  they  like. 

Senator  CROFT.  —  The  people  of 
Queensland,  Tasmania,  and  South  Austra- 
lia pay  fca*  this  advertisement  inserted  by 
the  CommcHiwealth,  although  th»r  States 
are  not  mentioned. 

Senator  Clemons. — The  other  States 
get  a  reference  occasionally,  and  sometimes 
it  approximates  to  accurac). 

Senator  CROFT.— I  he  people  of  Tas- 
mania have  a  right  to  complain  that  they 
are  paying  for  this  advertisement,  whereas 
only  VictOTia  and  Western  Australia  are 
menticHied. 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best.  —  Those 
States  pay  separately. 

Senator  CROFT.— But  the  whole  ad- 
vertisement is  covered  by  the  heading 
"Commonwealth  of  Australia." 

Senator  Millen.— Similar  c^ortunities 
are  afforded  to  every  State. 

Senator  CROFT.— The  Conunonwealth 
advertisement  is  in  itself  misleading  in 
everything  that  it  sa)s.  I  do  not  knew 
whether  honorable  senators  desire  me  to 
read  it.    The  advertisement  is  as  follows — - 

The  Commonwealth  of  Australia.  A  land  of 
snnsbine  and  proiperity. 

Senator  Gray.— Does  the  honorable  sen- 
ator not  believe  in  that? 

Senator  CROFT.— Yes,  when  the  settler 
has  a  chance  to  settle.  The  advertisement 
proceeds  :  — 

Australia,  with  its  area  of  1,903,731,840  acres, 
and  preacDt  population  of  only  4,120,000,  wants 
emigrants,  and  extends  a  hearty  welcome  to 
those  of  Uie  white  race  who  will  farm  her  lands 
and  become  citizens  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Senator  Gray. — There  is  no  fault  in  that, 
is  there? 

Senator  CROFT.— Is  there  no  fault  in 
circulating  such  an  advertisement  amongst 
people  who  may  break  up  their  homes, 
and,  when  they  arrive  here,  find  that  the 
land  is  all  taken  up  squatters?  I  shall 
read  no  further,  but  enter  a  protest  against 
the  ccmtinuance  of  this  advertising  contract. 
I  may  point  out  that,  while  three  parts  of 
the  column  is  taken  up  by  advertisements 
of  Australia,  the  balance  advertises  the 
newspaper  itself,  and  it  would  appear  to  me 
that  we  are  absolutely  keeping  the  paper 
alive  by  means  of  a  subsidy  which  is  not 
justified. 


Senator  Colonel  NEILD  (New  South 
Wales)  [10.54]. — I  have  some  remarks  to 
make  in  reference  to  the  Defence  Depart- 
ment, which  will  occupy  somfe  considerable 
time. 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — In  the  cir- 
ctmistances  I  will  consent  to  an  adjourn- 
ment. 

Pn^ress  reported. 

Senate  adjourned  at  10.55  P-"'^- 


fStOiist  of  i^rprrscntatibrs. 

Thursday,  i  July,  ipop. 


Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  2.30 
p.m.f  and  read  prayers. 

PERSONAL  EXPLANATIONS. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY  (Darwin) 
[2.31].  —  It  is  stated  in  to-day's  Agt 
that  1  persistently  advocated  the  pay- 
ment of  ;^6oo  a  year  to  the  mem- 
bers of  this  Parliament.  I  have  never 
advocated  the  payment  of  that  sum, 
because  that  is  merely  the  pay  of  an 
ordinary  politician,  and,  being  a  states- 
man, I  have  advocated  the  paying  of  a 
statesman's  salary,  namely,  ;£i,ooo  a 
year.  The  irreducible  minimum  was  £750. 
The  newspaper  also  states  that  I  asked 
Australia  to  go  to  war  with  Germany. 
Nothi/ig  of  the  kind.  Being  myself  born 
in  a  Federation,  knowing  that  Australia  is 
an  integral  part  of  the  British  Empire, 
and  being  a  thorough  lo}-alist  and  believer 
in  one  country.  «ie  King,  one  hope,  one 
aspiration,  and  one  destiny,  I  have  advo- 
cated the  British  Empire  going  to  w;ir 
with  Germany  unless  that  country  is  pre- 
pared to  submit  to  disarmament,  or  to 
agree  to  arbitration  with  a  view  to  dis- 
armament. The  Age  also  states  that  tilt- 
Minister  of  Defence  got  up  while  I  waf^ 
"rambling  on  a  Dreadnought."  {  was 
speaking,  not  about  Dreadnoughts^  but 
about  finance,  the  basis  of  the  universe. 

Mr.  ROBERTS  (Adelaide)  [2.33]  — Yes- 
terday, during  an  absence  from  the  Cham- 
ber which  I  regret,  the  honcH-able  member 
for  Perth, .  under  co\-er  of  a  personal 
explanation,  delivered  himself  of  a  brief 
onology,  in  the  course  of  which  he  was 
pleased  to  mention  my  name.  It  seems 
characteristic  of  those  who  leave  the  Labour 
party  that  they  should^-Seek  occasions  to 
apologize  for  'tiered  #fe:Mlglfiid  that 
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their  apology  should  beoome  the  more  ab- 
ject as  their  defection  is  the  more  pro- 
nounced. In  the  course  of  his  remarks  the 
honorable  member  applied  to  me  the 
epithet,  "political  adventurer."  It  would 
have  been  more  courageous  had  he  given 
to  the  House  his  authorities  for  doing  so, 
instead  of  seeking  to  cover  up  his  track 
by  refusing  to  name  those  whom  he  says 
have  spoken  of  me  by  that  term.  Had  the 
words  been  used  in  South  Australia,  it 
would  be  unnecessary  for  me  to  draw  at- 
tention to  the  matter,  but  as,  in  this  Par- 
liament, I  enjoy  the  acquaintance  of  men 
whom  a  few  months  ago  I  was  not  privi- 
leged to  know,  it  may  be  necessary  to 
offer  two  or  three  words  .of  explanation. 
Let  me  say,  first,  what  my  political  career 
has  not  been ;  and,  secondly,  what  tt  has 
been.  I  did  not  join  the  Labour  party  in 
any  State  in  1899  following  upon  the  estab- 
lishment of  payment  of  members,  and  after 
its  pioneers  had  paved  the  way.  I  did  not 
enter  politics  upon  the  inauguration  of  the 
Federal  Parliament.  I  did  not  bitterly  offln- 
plain  of  non-inclusion  in  the  Watson  Min- 
istry, and  did  not  leave  the  Labour  party 
because  of  non-inclusion  in  the  Fisher 
Ministry.  My  career,  as  is  well  known  to 
you,  Mr.  Speaker,  though,  perhaps,  not 
so  well  known  to  other  honorable  mem- 
bers, is  this :  I  was  a  foundation  mem- 
ber of  the  Labour  party  in  South  Aus- 
tralia. The  party  was  formed  there  in 
iSpr,  and  for  the  five  years  preceding  that 
dnte  X  had  filled  successfully  various 
oflices  in  a  trade  union.  I  contested  an 
elertornl  district  in  1893,  as  a  duly 
selected  Labour  candidate,  and  since 
then — with  the  exception  of  a  period  in 
which  T  resigned  my  seat  in  Parliament 
to  go  to  the  South  African  war — I  have 
always  successfully  contested  seats  as  a 
duly  selected  Labour  man.  When  I  add 
thnt  I  have  declined  Ministerial  prefer- 
ment, and  that,  but  three  months  before 
ontering  this  Parliament,  I  declined  the 
Agent-General  ship  of  South  Australia,  I 
think  that  these  facts  will  outweigh  the 
expression  which  the  honorable  monber, 
in  his  anger,  used  in  regard  to  me.  When 
I  .said,  three  or  four  davs  ago,  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  left  the  Labour  party 
because  of  his  non-inclusion  in  the  Fisher 
Ministry.  I  spoke  words  which  he  had 
himself  put  into  mv  mouth.  He  contested 
the  ballot  for  inclusion  in  that  Ministrv. 

Mr.  Fowler. — I  did  not. 

Mr.  ROBERTS.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber's name  went  to  the  ballot  on  two  suc- 


cessive occasions.  Finding  that  the  voting 
on  his  behalf  did  not  increase,  he  was 
obliged  to  make  a  virtue  of  necessity,  and 
withdrew  his  name.  1  mmediatel y  the 
final  result  was  known  he  came  to  me, 
presumably  becau.se  I  am  the  youngest 
member  of  his  party  in  the  House,  and 
informed  me  that  he  intended  to  leave  it 
because  of  the  inclusion  in  the  Ministrv  of 
a  certain  gentleman  to  whooi  he  applied 
the  words  which  yesterday  he  applied  to 
me.  I  remonstrated  with  him,  and  en- 
deavoured to  dissuade  him,  but  my  remon- 
strances were  of  no  avail.  He  assured  me 
that  he  intended  to  leave  the  party  j  point- 
ing out  that  there  were  opportunities  for 
him  outside  it.  I  reminded  him  that  the 
method!  of  selection  was  precisely  that 
which  he  has  claimed  as  his  own  especial 
method,  namely,  the  elective  one,  but  even 
that  was  of  no  use,  the  honorable  member 
finally  assuring  me  that  he  intmded  to 
leave  the  party  because  he  found  that 
other  good  men  had  succeeded  after  leav- 
ing it. 

Mr.  Fowler. — ^An  excellent  piece  of 
fiction. 

Mr.  Hall. — It  sounds  like  the  truth. 

FEMALE  SUFFRAGE  IN'  ENGLAKD. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— I  wish  to  know 
if  the  Prime  Minister  will,  on  behalf  of 
the  people  of  Australia,  send  a  cablegram 
of  sympathy  to  those  women  in  England 
who  have  just  been  imprisoned  for  mak- 
ing a  glOTious  fight  for  the  lib^y  of  their 
s«t? 

Mr.  DE. AKIN.— It  is  not  desirable 
that  questions  should  be  answered  while 
a  motion  of  want  of  confidence  is  being 
discussed.  So  far  as  I  am  aware,  it  was 
not  found  necessary  to  commend  female 
suffrage  to  Australia  by  any  such  means 
as  window -breaking  or  assaults. 

MOTION  OF  WANT  OF 
CONFIDENCE. 

Debate  resumed  frc»n  25th  June  (inde 
page  468)  on  motion  by  Mr.  Fishes — 

That  the  Government  does  not  pouess  the 
confidence  Of  this  House. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang)  [2.40].— I  do 
not  think  I  need  offer  any  apology  to  the 
House  for  speaking  on  this  motion.  When 
I  rose  last  week,  I  did  not  intend  to  occupy 
a  great  deal  of  time,  and  hoped  to  con- 
clude my  remarks  on  Ffj^avhefoje  the 
House  rose.  As'^iSimMle'mm^l^know, 
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however,  I  was  subjected  to  much  inter- 
;iiption;  and,  not  desiring  to  inconvenience 
honorable  members  who  wished  to  catch 
their  trains  tt>  the  diifetent  States,  I  asked 
leave  to  continue  ray  remailcs.  At  the 
time  the  House  rose,  I  was  dealing  with 
the  necessity  that  had  arisen  for  displacing 
the  Fisher  Government,  and  intended  to 
^-loint  out  later  on  certain  proposals  of 
theirs,  which,  in  my  opinion,  were  quite 
iintagonistic  to  the  best  interests  of  the 
country.  I  was  dealing  particularly  with 
an  act  of  their  administration  which  to  me, 
appeared  a  gross  violation  of  a  distinct 
pledge  given  by  the  previous  Ministry  with 
tilt*  concurrence  of  the  Labour  party  as  to 
the  trust  fund  for  naval  purposes,  and  en- 
deavouring to  show  that,  although  the  La- 
l>our  party  repudiated  any  responsiUIitv  for 
the  pledge,  it  was  none  the  less  one  in 
which  they  by  their  voices  had  acquiesced. 
Ill  fact,  some  of  the  members  of  the  La- 
iKiur  party  went  so  far  as  to  almost  speak 
ex  cathedra,  on  the  part  of  the  ?k)vem- 
ment,  in  assuring  the  House  that  not  a 
penny  of  the  money  would  l>e  touched 
until  it  had  been  voted  by  Parliament.  In 
support  of  that  view  I  quoted  from  Han- 
sard  statements  made  by  colleagues  of  the 
]>resent  Leader  of  the  Opposition,  the  hon- 
orable member  for  West  Sydney,  who  was 
Attorney -General  in  the  Fisher  Ministry, 
.ind  the  honorable  member  for  Hindmarsh, 
another  Labour  Minister,  both  of  whom 
were  responsible  with  their  leader  for  the 
violation  of  a  pledge  to  which  I  was  calling 
attention.  There  are  several  quotations  I 
rculd  make ;  but  the  addition  of  one  other 
will  suffice  to  show  that  I  had  reason  and 
j)roof  for  what  I  said.  On  the  occasion 
in  question  the  late  Leader  of  the  Labour 
party,  the  honorable  member  for  South 
Sydney,  said — 

Mr.  W.\TSON.—  ....  I  regard 
the  vote  upon  this  Bill  as  distinctly  one  upon 
the  question  of  the  desirableness  of  establishing 
an  Australian  Navy. 

Mr.  Sampson.- —     .     .  It  is  recoRniset) 

that  the  matter  will  again  come  on  for  discus- 
sion when  the  Defence  scheme  is  under  ton- 
sideration. 

Mr.  WATSON.— Only  so  far  as  the  method 
of  expending  this  money  is  concerned.  .  .  . 
Tlie  method  of  expenditure  will  come  up  for 
consideration  when  the  Bill  is  before  us,  and  the 
•ietails  arc  presented.  But  this,  as  I  take  it, 
is  to  he  an  indication  of  the  desire  of  Parlia- 
ment in  respect  of  the  naval  side  of  Defence. 
As  to  details,  we  have,  of  course,  the  general 
scheme  of  the  Prime  Minister,  but  the  class  of 
ships  upon  which  this  money  and  any  supple- 
mentary sum  is  to  be  spent  is  a  matter  for  future 
consideration. 


Perhaps  I  ought  to  say  that  the  quotation 
I  have  just  read  may  be  found  on  page 
12090  of  Hansard  of  4th  June,  1908,  and 
1  read  it  in  order  to  show  that  the  vote  was 
agreed  to  on  the  specific  undertaking  that 
not  <me  penny  would  be  spent  until  the 
naval  policy  and  its  details  had  been  sub- 
mitted to  and  received  the  approval  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  Watkins. — How  would  the  honor- 
able member  have  spent  the  mcwiey? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  scarcely  know  what 
the  honorable  raanbo*  means,  seeing  tliat  I 
had  no  power  to  spend  the  money.  What 
I  say  is  that  the  honorable  member  for 
Newcastle,  amongst  others,  agreed  to  this 
^■ote  only  on  the  understanding  that  not  one 
penny  would  be  spent  until  specific  autho- 
rity had  been  given  after  a  scheme  had 
been  approved.  This  was  the  assurance 
given  by  the  present  Prime  Minister,  and 
it  was  acquiesed  in  by  the  present  Leader 
of  the  Opposition,  the  honorable  member 
for  Hindmarsh,  and  others,  and  by  the 
honorable  member  for  West  Sydney. 

Mr.  Fisher. — I  committed  myself  to  no 
such  thing. 

Mr.  JOHNSON'.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber has  a  short  memory.  He  said,  on  page 
12085  of  Hansard,  that  he  agreed,  "  with 
the  proviso  which  had  been  advocated." 
The  plea  that  the  Labour  Govern- 
ment were  in  no  way  bound  by  the 
action  of  their  predecessors  is  simply 
a  puerile  pretext  for  evading  responsibility. 
One  member  of  the  Labour  party  went  so 
far  as  to  reprove  the  honorable  member 
for  Wentworth  for  even  doubtmg  tbe  wis- 
dom of  accepting  the  assurance  that  no 
money  would  be  spent  without  the  approval 
of  the  House ;  and  if  there  were  no  other 
justification  for  displacing  the  Fisher  Min- " 
istry  this  great  violation  of  an  unequi- 
vocal pledge  would  be  sufficient  I 
do  not  wish  to  take  up  time  by  read- 
ing further  quotations;  but,  if  honor- 
able member  will  refer  to  a  speech  I 
made,  as  reported  on  page  2402  of  Han- 
sard of  27th  November,  1908,  they  will  see 
that  I  carefully  warned  the  Labour  partv 
what  they  might  expect,  and  that  they  could 
rot  remain  in  office  very  long ;  I  warned  them 
that  in  assuming  office  they  were  taking  a 
seat  over  a  mine  in  which  was  a 
lighted  fuse  which,  at  any  time,  might 
fire  the  powder  and  blow  them  up. 
They  knew  they  had  nothing  else  to  ex- 
pect. If  solemn  pledges  given  in  respect 
to  the  expenditure  bfiiionevs  voted  for  trust 
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funds  are  to  be  violated  with  impunity, 
as  happened  in  this  case,  it  will  be  for  the 
House  to  carefully  consider  the  real  value 
L-f  future  pledges  of  the  kind,  and  to  re- 
quire them  to  be  put  in  writing,  or  incor- 
porated in  SL  Bill. 

Mr.  FisHEK. — Does  the  honorable  mem- 
ber object  to  the  proposed  expenditure? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  object  to  any  Min- 
istry violating  such  pledges  at  a  time  when 
Parliament  is  in  recess,  and  their  action 
cannot  be  criticised  by  the  representatives 
of  the  people,  quite  irrespective  of  the 
purpose  of  such  violation. 

Mr.  Fisher. — I  made  no  pledge. 

Mr,  JOHNSON.— That  is  a  mere 
quibble  The  honoraUe  member  was  a 
Gfxisenting  party  to  that  pledge.  I 
hope  we  shall  never  have  a  re- 
currence of  such  conduct ;  if  we  do 
it  will  certainly  go  a  laig  way  towards 
bringing  descredit  upon  our  parliamentary 
institutions.  I  have  spoken  to  this  motion 
because  it  is  not  mv  intention  to  join  in  the 
debate  on  the  Ministerial  statement  or  the 
Address-in-RepIy.  ^^y  desire  is  to  ac(xpt 
the  invitation  which  the  Prime  Minister  ex- 
tended to  honorable  members  to  refrain 
fiOTn  taking  full  advantage  of  their  privi- 
leges in  this  regard,  and  to  offer  their  criti- 
cisms of  the  whole  of  these  motions  on  only 
one  or  other  of  them.  Another  reastm  why 
the  Labour  Government  should  have  been 
displaced  was  furnished  in  the  speech  which 
they  put  into  the  mouth  of  His  Excellency 
the  Governor-General  at  the  opening  of 
this  Parliament.  That  speech  con- 
tained unification  and  Socialistic  pro- 
posals calculated  to  seriously  injure 
the  country.  The  policy  of  Socialism, 
piece  by  piece,  which  has  been  so  per- 
sistently advocated  bv  various  members  of 
the  party,  was  introduced  in  the  Labour 
Government's  programme,  and  was  in- 
tended, I  presume,  to  be  dealt  with  during 
this  session.  I  refer  more  particularlv  to 
paragraph  17,  in  which  we  have  the  state- 
ment— 

Proposals  will  be  submitted  to  you  for  the 
amendment  of  the  Constttutioa  to  enable  Parlia- 
ment to  protect  the  interests  of  the  consumer 
and  insure  a  fair  and  reasonable  wage  to  every 
worker  in  the  Commonwealth — 
No  one  can  objert  to  that  proposal,  but 
the  paragraph  continues — 
In  protected  and  unprotected  industries  this 
will  be  secured  through  such  extension  of  the 
industrial  powers  of  the  Parliament  as  may  be 
necessary.  It  is  proposed,  also,  to  extend  the 
juris<iiction  of  Parliament  with  regard  to  trusts 
and  combinations  in  restraint  of  trade,  and  to 
provide  for  the  national ieation  of  monopolies. 


We  have  in  that  paragraph  a  proposal  to 
attempt  to  override  the  rights  of  the  States 
— to  introduce  the  thin  end  of  the  wedge 
of  unification — and  to  bring  -all  State  in- 
dustries under  the  ccHitrol  of  the  Common- 
monwealtb  Labour  party.  We  were  to 
have  a  further  instalment  of  their  Social- 
istic principles  in  a  proposal  for  the 
nationalization  of  monopolies. 

Mr.  Fisher. — Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber says  "hear,  hear."     I  would  remind 
him  that  his  party  has  voted  in  such  a  way 
as  to  t»ing  about  the  establishment  of 
monopolies.      Tariff  and  other  legislaticn 
passed    lately    has   been   in   the  direc- 
tion  of   establishing   monopolies   as  an 
excuse    for     dealing    with    them  later 
on  by  the  Socialistic  system  of  nationaliza- 
tion.   The  general  public  have  little  irit-.i 
of  the  extent  to  which  the  Socialistic  aini-i 
of  the  Labour  party  are  sought  to  be  fur- 
thered -by  them,  both  inside  and  outside 
this  House.    We  have  had  Uom  tlut 
party  definite  proposals  for  the  nationali- 
zation of  the  shipping  industry,  the  to- 
bacco industry,  the  sugar  industr\',  the  iron 
industry,  and  coal  mines.    That  is  a  fairly 
big  list  to  start  with.    But  we  have  had,  ii> 
addition,  a  proposal  submitted  by  a  mem- 
ber of  the  party  in  another  place  providing; 
for  an  alteration  of  the  Constitution, 
adding  at  the  end  of  section  51  the  follow- 
ing paragraph — 

The  nationalization  of  trades  '  or  industries, 
with  respect  to  production,  manufacture,  trade 
and  commerce,  which  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Parliament,  are  monopolies  detrimental  to  the 
public  interest,  within  a  State  or  among  the 
States. 

Mr.  Webster. — Is  the  honorable  mem- 
ber opposed  to  that  ? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  am  opposed  at  all 
times  to  State  Sodalism.  I  am  opposed 
to  monopolies,  and  to  legislation  by  ih*.- 
Labour  Party,  which  would  create  mono- 
polies. I  am  certainly  opposed  to  the  crea- 
tion of  monopolies  merely  for  the  purpose- 
of  using  them  as  a  Socialistic  peg  for 
nationalization.  The  motion  to  which  I 
have  just  referred  covers  a  large  measure 
of  Socialism,  but  I  do  not  know  that  the 
electors  of  the  Conamonwealth  have  ew-r 
expressed  themselves  in  favour  of  Socialism. 
It  is  a  proposal  made  by  a  representative 
of  a  minority  of  the  people — by  a  member 
of  a  party  which  is  only  a  small  minoritv 
in  the  two  Houses,  and  we  are  entitled,  as 
the  representatives  of  the  majority  of  tli-* 
I>eople,  to  resist^.5|icl3^^i(gii^^^  unril 
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they  have  received,  at  a  general  eiectiOT, 
the  indorsement  of  the  electors,  who  are 
the  real  arbiters.  Monopolies  can  be  most 
effectively  checked,  not  by  Socialian,  but 
by  freer  axnpetiititMi.  We  also  had  a  pro- 
posal by  a  former  Leader  of  the  Labour 
party  to  forcibly  take  some  ;£8,ooo,ooo 
of  the  people's  savings  fr«n  the 
banking  institutions,  and  to  use  it 
without  paymert  of  interest.  I  come 
now  to  the  attitude  of  the  Labour  party 
in  the  State  Parliaments  in  regard*  to 
establishing  mcmopolies.  We  have  been 
assured  from  time  to  time  that  the  State 
and  Commonwealth  Labour  parties  have  the 
same  aims  and  objects.  That  is  borne  out 
by  the  proposals  of  the  State  parties,  which 
dovetail  so  perfectly  into  those  of  the 
Commonwealth  party.  A  new  plank  adopted 
by  the  Labour  Council  sitting  in  Mel- 
bourne in  April  last  was  as  follows : — 

Establishtnent  of  State  mines,  farms,  factories 
and  shops,  for  the  purpose  of  affording  em- 
ployment, under  Government  supervision,  to  per- 
sons requiring  it ;  employes  to  be,  as  far  as 
possible,  consumers  of  the  wealth  thev  pro- 
dace,  and  to  receive  as  wages  an  equivalent  of 
the  net  total  produced. 

That  is  a  pretty  drastic  step  towards  the 
ultimate  goal  of  Socialism — a  concrete  pro- 
posal to  substitute  for  the  present  systern  of 
production  for  profit  a  sy^en4  of  produc- 
tkm  for  use.  The  commercial  interests  of 
the  community  are  to  be  entirely  sacrificed, 
trading  is  to  be  stopped,  nobody  is  to  pro- 
duce for  profit,  and  production,  so  far  as 
the  Labour  party  can  control  it,  is  to  be 
for  use,  and  the  products  are  to  be  divided 
amongst  those  who  are  engaged  in  the  in- 
<lustry  only.  The  emploves  are  to  be  the 
ctmsumers  of  the  wealth  they  produce,  so 
that  ncMie  of  it  is  to  be  exchanged  for  other 
forms  of  wealth.  They  are  to  produce 
wealth  only  to  consume  it  themselves.  What 
will  be  the  commercial  outlook  of  this 
<x>untrv  if  proposals  of  that  kind  are  to 
be  seriously  entertained?  Undoubtedly,  if 
the  partv  that  embodies  views  of  that  kind 
in  its  platform  were  returned  with  a  ma- 
jority it  would  make  a  serious  effort  to 
carry  some  of  those  ridiculous  proposals 
into  effect.  If  they  did  succeed  they  would 
brinf  about  such  a  condition  of  affairs  that 
most  people,  including  those  on  who'^  be- 
half such  legislation  was  enacted,  would 
think  this  a  good  country  to  get  out  of. 
Singularly  enough,  whilst  the  members  of 
the  Labour  party  claim  to  be  the  saviours  of 
the  country,  the  only  friends  of  the  work- 
■ers,  and  the  <Mily  ones  who  care  about 
Labour  legislation,  they  are  always  holding 


up  New  Zealand  as  a  shining  example  of 
what  democratic  legislation  will  do  for  the 
worker.  But  there  is  no  Labour  party  in 
New  Zealand,  and  only  at  the  last  elec- 
tion the  first  Labour  member  was  returned 
to  the  Dominion  Parliament.  All  that  pro- 
gressive legislation  which  the  Labour  party 
claiin  as  being  most  beneficial  to  the  wage- 
earning  classes  has  been  accomplished  there 
without  the  asMstance  of  a  Labour  party. 
That  is  a  great  satire  upon  the  work  of  the 
Labour  party  here.  All  that  has  been  ac-  . 
COTnplished  in  New  Zealand  has  been  the 
result  of  Liberal  legislation.  After  all, 
the  sane  portions  of  the  Australian  Labour 
party's  proposals  are  those  which  have  been 
abstracted  from  the  Liberal  programme. 
The  platform  adopted  by  the  New  South 
Wales  Labour  party  contains  the  following 
Socialistic  proposals : — 

Nationaliution  of  land;  nationalization  of 
any  industry  which  becomes  a  private  monopoly ; 
ah  iron  used  by  the  State  to  be  produced  from 
State  mines ;  nationalization  of  coal  mines ; 
State  iron  works;  State  woollen  mills  anil  cloth- 
ing factories ;  State  mills  for  sugar,  grain,  and 
other  products ;  and  the  establishment  of  a 
State  export  department. 

That  is  a  fairly  comprehensive  Socialistic 
programme.  In  fact,  it  corers  what  some 
honorable  members  elegantly  term  the 
"  whole  hog"  of  Socialism.  By  the  time 
they  have  secure^  all  those  things  they  will 
Iiave  established  a  complete  Socialistic 
State.  And  those  are  not  items  set  down 
for  mere  academic  discussion  by  debating 
societies,  but  serious  proposals  for  actual  . 
legislation.  Therefore  we,  in  taking  the 
earliest  opportunity  of  sinking  sonre  of  our 
minor  and  other  differences,  in  order  to 
prevent  the  realization  of  legislation  of  that 
character,  are  doing  a  distinct  service  to  the 
country,  and  acting  in  the  interests  of  the 
people  at  large. 

Mr.  Webster.— No  doubt  honorable 
members  opposite  are  the  saviours  of  the 
countrv. 

Mr.'  JOHNSON.— It  is  a  good  thing 
for  the  country  that  there  is  a  Liberal  party 
in  existence,  that  there  are  people  who 
can  keep  their  heads  cool  and  see  a  little 
beyond  their  noses,  p. id  not  become  intoxi- 
cated with  ideas  which  can  onlv  bring  about 
the  most  deplorable  results  to  the  very 
jieople  in  whose  interests  legislation  of  that 
kind  is  proposed. 

Mr.  Chanter. — Which  is  the  Liberal 
partv  ? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— The  party  opposed 
to  the  class  and  coercive-tegislatiftn  of  the 
Labour  Socialist  party.  '^PW^H  am  a 
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Liberal.  I  do  not  think  I  have  any  Tory 
instincts,  and  may  fairly  claim  to  be  as 
democratic  in  my  political  views  and  aspira- 
ti<»is,  and  also  in  my  votes,  as  is  any  other 
honorable  member.  I  doubt  very  much 
whether  we  can  find  in  the  House  what  is 
known  as  the  Tory  element  in  British  poli- 
tics. Some  honorable  members  who  are 
regarded  by  the  Opposition  as  out-and-out 
Tories  will  be  found  much  more  demo- 
cratic tlian  are  some  of  their  critics.  Cer- 
tainly their  principles  are  much  more  Libe- 
ral than  those  espoused  by  some  honorable 
members  who  sit  in  Opposition.  Many  a 
democratic  heart  beats  beneath  a  starched 
shirt-front.  Some  honorable  members 
may  think  it  necessary  to  emphasize 
the  fact  that  cHie  is  a  Democrat  by  wearing 
no  a>llar,  or  only  a  soft  collar  with  a  red 
tie,  but  that  is  not  necessary.  Many  a 
good  Democrat  wears  a  silk  hat  and  a 
irock  coat.  In  fact,  I  have  seen  swne 
honorable  member^  of  the  most  Socialistic 
proclivities  emulating  those  fashions.  I 
liave  given  some  reasons  why  it  was  neces- 
sary to  make  a  serious  allempt  to  unite  all 
the  forces  in  and  out  of  the  House  which 
were  ojpposed  to  Socialistic  legislation  and 
to  the  liberty -destroying  aims  of  the  Labour 
party.  An  attempt  has  been  made,  and 
let  us  hope  has  succeeded,  to  bring  those 
forces  tc^ether  by  the  fusion  of  which  the 
present  Prime  Minister  is  the  head.  What 
will  be  the  ultimate  result  of  the 
fusion  it  is  impossible  at  present  to  state. 
But  we  hope  fw  the  best  Certain  broad 
lines  of  agreement  were  submitted  for  the 
consideration  of  both  parties,  and  certain 
proposals  were  agreed  to.  When  there  is  a 
fusion  of  parties  whose  memliers  hold 
widely  divergent  views,  there  must  be  sacri- 
fices, though  not  necessarily  of  principle. 
There  must  be  give  and  take  on  non-essen- 
tial or  minor  questions  if  unity  is  to  be 
obtained  on  common  points  of  agreement. 
The  basis  of  fusion  submitted  to  both 
parties  was  not  that  published  in  the  news- 
papers. According  to  the  Age  of  29th 
May,  1909,  the  first  proposal  read — 

No  interference  with  the  Protectionist  policy 
of  the  present  Customs  Tariff  or  in  rectifying 
anomalies. 

While  the  Argus  of  the  same  date  stated 
that  the  proposal  was — 

No  interference  with  the  Protectionist  policy 
of  the  present  Customs  Tariff  in  rectifying 
.momalics. 

There  is  a  great  difference  between  the 
meaning  of  those  two  versions.  According 
to  that  of  the  Argus,  it  would  appear  that 
3fr.  Johnson. 


there  is  to  be  no  interference  with  the  Pro- 
tectionist policy  in  rectifying  ancMnalies. 
Nothing  is  said  about  the  policy  as  a  pol- 
icy ;  only  the  rectification  of  antMnalies  is 
dealt  with.  My  reading  of  that  version  ia 
that  if  the  rectification  of  anomalies  were 
proposed,  the  parties  to  the  agreement,  of 
whom  I  am  not  onq — whatever  they  might 
do  in  regard  to  the  Protectionist  policy 
itself — would  be  bound  to  vote  for  Protec- 
tion, and  the  Free  Traders  would  have  to 
swallow  their  fiscal  principles.  The  inter- 
pretation I  put  on  the  Age  version  is  that 
there  is  to  be  no  interference  with  the  Pro- 
tectionist policy  itself  either  directly  or  in 
the  rectification  of  anomalies. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — Which  is  the  right  ver- 
sion? 

Mj.  JOHNSON.— Neither  is  the  ver- 
si<m  submitted  to  the  party  of  which  I 
was  a  member. 

Mr.  Roberts. — Were  those  versions 
submitted  to  the  press  by  the  party 
leaders  ? 

Mr.  JOHNSON'.— That  question  would 
more  fittingly  be  addressed  to  »hem.  I  did 
not  know  of  these  proposals  until  I  read 
them  in  the  newspapers  I  have  quoted. 
The  right  honorable  member  for  East 
Sydney  gave  the  correct  veraon  in, a  state- 
ment appearing  in  the  Melbourne  Herald 
of  27th  Mav,  and  the  Sydney  Morning 
Herald  of  28th  May. 

There  has  been  a  misconception  as  to  the 
protection  clause  relatinji  to  the  Tariff.  The 
clause  referred  to  is  no  interference  with  the 
protectionist  policy  of  the  present  Customs 
Tarifl,  unless  to  rectify  anomalies. 

That  statement  differs  very  distinctly  froov 
the  two  I  have  read.  The  proposal  sub- 
mitted to  our  party  provided  for  no  inter- 
ference with  the  Protectionist  policy  of 
the  Tariff  unless  for  the  purpose  of  rec- 
tifying ancmialies.  As  the  right  honorable 
member  has  made  this  statement  to  the 
{M'ess,  I  do  not  think  that  I  am  guiltv  of 
any  breach  of  party  confidence  in  referrinft 
to  the  matter,  though  otherwise  I  should 
not  have  done  so.  Under  the  proposal  sub- 
mitted to  us,  when  the  rectification  of  an- 
omalies was  brought  forward  every 
Free  Trader  and  every  Protectionist  would 
have  had  the  right  to  vote  according  to 
his  conviction  and  principles.  The  pro- 
posals published  in  the  newspapers  take 
away  this  freedom  from  Free  Traders.  I 
am  one  of  those  who  insisted  most  strongly 
that  there  should  be  no  ambiguity  in 
regard  to  the  position  of  honorable 
members    as    to    the  ' 
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Whilst  I  thought  it  perfectly  legiti- 
mate to  agree  to  a  fiscal  truce 
to  eifect  a  combination,  required  in  the 
public  interest,  I  held  that  it  would  be 
improper  and  dishonorable  to  make  any 
surrender  of  principle.  I  have  given  cer- 
tain pledges  to  my  constituents  by  which 
I  am  bound.  It  rests  with  other  honor- 
able members,  of  course,  to  .say  what  in- 
terpretation they  put  on  this  particular 
clause  of  the  agreement.  I  am  not  sug- 
gesting that  anything  underhand  or 
sinister  was  done.  I  did  tuA  attend 
the  oxnbined  meeting  of  the  two 
parties,  where  swnething  may  have 
been  done  of  which  I  had  no  knowledge, 
because  I  was  informed  beforehand  that 
the  selection  of  the  leader  was  cut  and 
dried. 

Mr.  Roberts. — Is  the  honorable  mem- 
ber going  to  act  upon  his  interpretation  of 
the  agreement? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— Certainly.  I  pro- 
pose to  keep  my  pledges  to  my  constituents, 
and  to  agree  to  nothing  which  would  pre- 
vent me  from  doing  so  without  further 
reference  to  them.  Of  course,  no  other 
member  on  this  side  of  the  chamber  would 
accept  proposals  which  he  thought  would 
place  him  in  a  false  position. 

Mr.  RoBEHTS. — Was  the  version  given 
to  the  press  by  the  right  honcvable  mem- 
ber for  East  Sydney  that  given  to  the  Pro- 
tectionists before  the  fusion? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  cannot  say;  but  it 
was  that  agreed  to  by  the  party  to  which  I 
belonged,  and  was  submitted  for  its  ac- 
ceptance. An  alteration  was  made  after- 
wards ;  although  the  first  I  knew  of  a 
revised  version  was  by  reading  these  which 
were  published  in  the  newspapers.  I 
thought  that  a  mistake  had  been 'made  by 
the  press,  which  would  be  corrected  next 
day.  But  no  correcticm  has  so  far  been 
published,  except  that  by  the  honorable 
member  for  East  Sydney.  The  right  hon- 
orable member  for  East  Sydney,  in  ex- 
planation of  the  proposal  accepted  by  the 
party  to  which  he  belonged,  said — 

Before  the  fusion,  the  Free-Troders  in  the 
direct  Opposition  requested  Mr.  Joseph  Cook 
to  make  our  position  under  the  clause  perfectly 
clear  to  Mr,  Dcakin.  We  pointed  out  that  if 
any  alteration  in  the  Tariff  were  proposed  which 
raised  the  fiscal  issue  as  between  Free-Traders 
and  Protectionists  we  Free-Traders  he'd  our- 
selves perfectly  free  to  vote  accordinc  to 
our  convictions.  To  make  assurance  doubly 
sure,  when  the  united  party  met,  I  then  de- 
fined our  position  again  before  the  whole  of 
the  members  of  the  new  party. 


I  was  not  present  at  that  meeting. 

I  pointed  out  to  them  that  it  would  be  most 
undesirable  to  leave  any  room  for  future  re- 
criminations as  to  the  observance  or  aon-obscrv- 
ance  of  the  basis  of  fusion.  I  told  them  that 
it  must  be  understood  distinctly  that  in  becom- 
ing members  of  the  new  party  we  have  agreed 
to  a  fiscal  truce,  and  if  the  Tariff  question  is 
re-opened  to  rectify  any  alleged  anomalies,  we 
have  reserved  our  right  to  vote  in  actordance 
with  our  own  convictions  and  those  of  our  con- 
stituents. 

The  fiscal  truce  is  not  to  last  during  the 
present  Parliament  only,  but  during  the  next 
one. 

In  that  statement  there  is  no  am- 
biguity. The  proposal  which  we  were 
invited  to  consider,  and  which  we  accepted, 
is  stated  clearly.  I  have  quoted  the  pas- 
sage so  that  it  may  be  published  in  our 
records,  because,  as  time  passes,  the  cir- 
cumstances surrounding  arrangements  of 
this  kind  are  often  forgotten,  and  it  is  de- 
sirable to  have  reliable  data  for  reference. 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown. — Surely  the  honor- 
orable  member  does  not  anticipate  ttiat  it 
will  be  necessary  to  refer  to  this  agreement 
later  ? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— Accidents  happen  in 
politics  as  elsewhere;  one  can  never 
tell.  I  do  not  wish  to  create  the 
impression  that  I  think  that  anything 
underhand  has  been  done.  There  may 
have  been  a  subsequent  arrangement, 
resulting  in  the  proposal  which  I  have 
read  being  commimicated  to  the  press.  My 
attitude  to  the  fusion  is  one,  not  of  anta- 
gonism, but  of  friendliness,  tempered  with 
caution.  I  propose  to  support  it,  if  Uie 
accepted  terms  of  the  compact  itself 
are  observed,  when  I  think  that  the 
best  interests  of  the  country  will  be 
promoted  by  the  legislation  proposed, 
and  if  its  proposals  do  not  conflict  with 
the  direct  pledges  which  I  have  given  to 
my  constituents,  or  with  my  political  prin- 
ciples. I  do  not  think  I  should  be  expected 
to  do  more,  and  when  it  is  stated  that  I  am 
taking  a  stand  as  an  independent,  the  words 
do  not  correctly  define  my  attitude.  When 
I  used  the  word  "  independent  "  on  Fridav, 
I  merely  meant  acting  independently  in  the 
sense  that  I.  was  free  to  exercise  mv  right 
of  criticism  of  the  proposals  of  the  Govern- 
ment, or  any  other  proposals  not  imme- 
diately covered  by  the  agreement  for  the 
fusion  of  the  parties.  I  do  not  commit 
myself  body  and  soul  to  the  fusion;  that  is 
to  say,  I  am  not  prepared  to  indiscrimi- 
nately support  the  Fusipq  Gov^ment  in 
any  and  e^'ery  g^;fi3iBigffiins0Ogieiust  be 
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^ided  by  principle  and  conscience  in  giv- 
ing the  Fusion  a  general  support. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — In  this  matter  the  honor- 
able member  is  sticking  to  his  big  brother, 
George  I 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— Undoubtedly,  and  I 
think  he  is  on  sound  ground.  I  was  sur- 
prised to  see  no  reference  in  the  Government 
programme  to  an  early  effort  to  deal  prac- 
tically with  the  Federal  Capital  question. 

Mr.  Deakin. — There  is  a  reference. 

Mr.  JOHXSOX.— Then  it  escaped  my 
notice.  This  is  a  matter,  in  my  opinion, 
of  extreme  urgency,  which  should  be  dealt 
with  at  the  earliest  possible  mOTient,  in  the 
Interests  of  not  only  New  South  Wales,  but 
of  the  Ctmimonwealth  generally.  I  cannot 
help  noticing  that,  since  the  fusion,  there 
have  been  persistent  att«npts  on  the  part 
of  a  section  of  the  Melbourne  press  to  defer 
the  settlement  of  this  question,  on  the 
ground  that  it  is  not  necessary  to  proceed 
with  it,  seeing  that  we  are  doing  very 
well  as  a  Parliament  where  we  are.  I 
object  to  the  pernicious  influence  sought  to 
■be  exercised  by  the  Melbourne  newspapers, 
and  especially  by  the'Age,  which  I  regard 
as  one  of  the  most  mischievous  publications 
in  the  whole  of  the  Commonwealth,  and 
certainly  antagmistic.  at  all  times,  to  the 
State  I  represent.  While  I  never  forget 
that  I  am  a  Federal  representative,  1  al- 
ways insist  on  my  right  to  prevent  any  as- 
saults on  the  interests  of  New  South  Wales, 
and  we  have  seen  various  indications  of  a 
desire  on  behalf  of  the  Victorian  press  to 
aim  a  blow  at  that  State  whenever  oppor- 
tunity occurs.  The  Age  is  the  arch  enemy 
of  New  South  Wales.  Under  the  circum- 
stances, the  sooner  we  are  removed  to  a 
Federal  Capital,  the  better  it  will  be  for 
the  community,  because  we  shall  then  ob- 
tain something  approaching  a  Federal  at- 
mosphere. 

Mr.  Mahon. — We  shall  then  have  the 
impartiality  of  the  Sydney  Daily  Tele- 
graph. 

Mr.  JOHNSON'.— Si)eaking  wfthout 
prejudice,  I  think  I  may  say  that  the  tone 
of  some  of  the  Sydnev  newspapers  c6m- 
pares  \-erv  favorably  with  the  tone  and  atti- 
tude of  scHne  of  the  Melbourne  news- 
papers; at  anv  rate,  so  far  as  I 
know,  there  is  none  of  that  anti- 
Federal  spirit  so  observable  in  the  lead- 
ing journals  of  Victoria.  We,  as  repre- 
sentatives, are  accused  by  the  Melbourne 


newspapers  of  being  actuated  by  a  par- 
ochial spirit,  but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  if 
we  desire  to  see  a  true  parochial  spirit,  we 
have  only  to  read  the  Melbourne  press 
and  to  listen  to  the  utterances  of  some 
of  our  representatives  in  the  border  con- 
stituencies of  New  South  Wales,  who  take 
their  cue  frcmi  the  Melbourne  newspapers. 
The  idea  in  the  minds  of  the  newspaper 
proprietors  of  Melbourne  seems  to  be  that 
Federation  was  instituted  in  the  interests  of 
Victoria,  and  particularly  in  the  interests 
of  Melbourne  and  the  Melbourne  press. 
It  is  necessary  to  keep  careful  watch,  even 
in  view  of  the  present  fusion  of  parties,  and 
see  that  no  undue  dcnninating  influence  is 
exercised  by  these  newspapers  on  Common- 
wealth legislation.  I  sincerely  hope  that 
the  present  Government  will  seek  to  settle" 
the  Federal  Capital  question  at  the  earliest 
possible  mCTnent,  in  order  that  our  politics 
may  be  free  from  the  baneful  influence  to 
whidi  I  have  referred. 

Mr.  SPENCE  (Darling)  [3.32].— The 
late  Sir  Henry  Parkes  once  remarked  that 
a  well-known  politician  in  New  Sooth 
Wales  reminded  him  of  a  mcde  burrowing 
in  the  ground — he  could  not  be  seen  for  the 
dust  he  made.  It  strikes  me  that  in  con- 
nexion with  the  present  political  situaticm, 
a  good  deal  of  dust  has  been  stirred  up 
with  the  plain  object  of  diverting  atten- 
tion from  the  serious  issue  before  us.  Even 
before  Parliament  met,  we  had  the 
press  stating  what  the  Labour  party  were 
going  to  do,  but  I  am  sure  that  no  one  can 
say  that  there  was  any  correctness  in  the 
forecast.  We  were  told  that  the  Labour 
party  were  going  to  resort  to  all  sorts  of 
obstruction,  and,  even  now,  the  press  of 
Afelboume  has  the  impudence,  under  a 
large  cross-heading,  to  charge  us  with 
"  stone- walling."  This  is  really  a  flec- 
tion on  our  party,  because  I  think  that,  if 
we  desired  to  "stone-wall,"  we  could  do  very 
much  better  than  we  have  done  up  to  the 
present.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  we  have  not 
gone  beyond  the  bounds  of  ordinary  busi- 
ness ;  but,  if  occasion  did  arise,  we 
should  perhaps  be  able  to  show  what  a  true 
"stone- wail"  is.  The  honorable  member 
for  Lang  has  long  been  known  for  his  con- 
nexicMi  with  the  Free  Trade  and  Single  Tax 
party,  to  which  he  adhered  with  great 
loyalty ;  and  it  is  highly  intncsting  to  find 
that  gentleman  now  barracking  for  a  great 
Protectionist  leader,  and  supporting  a  Go- 
vernment of  this  kind.  Two  other  honor- 
able members  hav^ig^^p(g^(;;^^d  the 
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Government,  and  the  Prime  Minister  may 
be  ccxigratulated  on  the  evidences  of  loyalty 
thus  given.  It  strikes  me  that  we  shall 
have  to  go  a  cmsiderable  distance  ere  the 
Prime  Minister  will  be  able  to  justify  his 
wwds  that  ihis  fusimi  is  not  a  mere  coali- 
tictt  or  union  for  a  Parliament,  but  a  per- 
manent union  of  the  people  of  the  country. 
We  have  vet  to  find  evidence  of  that 
loyalty  which  is  necessary  to  a  real  fu5i(» ; 
and,  in  ^uppOTting  the  motion  before  the 
House,  I  iqtend  to  briefly  give  some  pcnnts 
of  the  history  of  the  present  political  de- 
velopment, so  far  as  they  appear  on  the 
surface.  It  is  quite  evident  tluit  thexe  has 
been  a  great  deal  of  secret  negotiation ; 
the  honorable  manber  for  Lang  has  told 
us  a  little  of  it,  although  he  was  "not 
quite  there."  It  is  not  at  all  clear  exactly 
what  took  place,  but  we  shall  no  doubt 
ascertain  in  time.  Honorable  members  are 
fully  acquainted  with  the  change  that  took 
place  last  session,  when  the  Leader  of  the 
Opposition,  the  honorable  member  for 
Parramatta,  tried  his  hand  at  wooing  the 
present  Prime  Minister,  who,  however, 
was  very  coy  and  shy  of  entanglement. 
When  the  Hotise  went  into  recess,  bonw- 
able  members  will  remember  the  great  cross- 
headings  in  the  Melbourne  Age,  booming 
the  tour  of  the  Prime  Minister  in  Tas- 
mania, and  throughout  the  continent, 
which  they  described  as  a  "great  Liberal 
awakening."  But  the  term  "  Liberal  "  is 
used  by  the  Prime  Minister  in  a  very  dif- 
ferent sense  from  that  used  by  the  news- 
paper I  have  mentioned;  and  T  propose 
to  show  what  the  differenoe  is.  No  orte 
can  ctunplain  of  the  Prime  Minister  sttmip- 
ing  the  country,  and  trying  to  rouse  his 
party ;  but  there  was  an  effort  made  to 
weld  together  the  different  elements  in  the 
House  as  a  combination  against  the  La- 
bour party.  For  a  considerable  time, 
however,  no  success,  followed  those  efiforts. 
I  shall  read  the  programme  presented  by 
the  Prime  Minister  to  the  country  during 
his  tour,  and  presently  compare  it  with 
that  now  before  us,  making  due  allowance 
for  revision,  and  so  fcnth.  The  Labour 
party  have  their  objective,  and,  of  course, 
other  parties  f  ol  low  their  exam  pie,  and 
must  also  have  an  objective.  This  was 
declared  in  the  case  of  the  Prime  Minister 
as — 

The  union  of  all  Liber.t]s,  men  nnd  women, 
throughout  the  Commonwealth,  in  one 
party,  to  secure  in  the  Federal  Parlia- 
ment liberal  legislation  for  the  develop- 
ment of  Australia  on  3  democratic  basis. 


That  is  not  at  all  an  objectionable,  idea. 
The  remaind^  of  the  programme  was  as 
follows — 

Platform. 

I.  To  uphold  the  Federal  union,  and  to  de- 
velop its  national  cbaiacter,  fostering 
preferential  trade  and  a  recognition  0? 
our  Imperial  responsiUlities. 

a.  To  maintain  the  policy  of  elective  Protec- 
tion, and  to  secure  its  benefits  alike  to 
producers,  workers,  and  consumers. 

3.  To  amend  the  electoral  laws  so  as  to  secure 

actual  represenution  of  majorities,  and 
to  enrol  men  and  women  voters  for  the 
Commonwealth. 

4.  To  establish  a  White  Australia  by  strenu- 

ously encouraging  the  immigration  of  suit- 
able settlers. 

5.  To  develop  the  Australian  Naval  and  Mili- 

tary Forces  by  means  of  universal  train- 
ing, commenced  in  the  schools,  and  a 
CommoQwealUi  coastal  defence. 

6.  The  aisumption  by  the  Commonwealth  of 

the  public  debts  of  the  btates,  accom- 
panied by  an  equitable  scheme  for  provid- 
ing the  interest  and  sinking  funds. 

7.  To  promote  economy  in  the  public  expen- 

diture, and  cfficiencv  in  the  public  services 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

8.  To  assert  the  principle  that  all  representa- 

tives of  the  people  should  be  directly  and 
siilely  responsible  to  the  people  for  their 
vfitet  and  actions. 

Matters  went  on  without  any  special 
change  until  the  late  Prime  Minister,  the 
honorable  member  for  Wide  Bay,  de- 
livered his  policy  speech  at  Gympie.  That 
honorable  gentleman  presented  something 
like  thirty  different  items  in  his  pro- 
gramme, .  including  new  Protection,  land 
and  absentee  tax,  effective  Federal  arbi- 
tration, old-age  pensions,  to  be  paid  in 
July,  invalid  pensions,  Australian  Navy, 
finance,  no  borrowing,  High  Commissioner 
to  be  appointed,  compulsory  military  train- 
ing from  the  ages  of  ten  to  twenty  years, 
medical  inspection  of  school  diililren, 
encouragement  of  volunteer  rifle  clubs, 
nationalization  of  the  irpn  industry,  taking 
over  the  Northern  Territory  and  Norfolk 
Island,  dealing  with  the  question  of  the 
Federal  Capital,  the  transcontinental  r^l- 
way,  immigration,  an  amendment  of  the 
Old-age  Pensions  Act,  a  Commonwealth 
note  issue,  and  legislation  affecting  bills  of 
exchange,  marine  in.surance,  bankruptcy, 
electoral  and  Public  Service  reforms,  navi- 
gation, seamen's  rompensation,  and  Cus- 
toms. That  profjramme  was  recei\'ed  with 
acclamation  by  the  people  of  Australia.  I 
have  felt  the  pulse  of  the  public  at  some 
twenty-six  meetings  that  I  have  addressed — 
fourteen  in  Tasmania,  and  twelve  in  New 
South  Wales— and  every  reference  I  made 
to  the  Fisher  Government's  policy  at  those 
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gatherings  was  received  with  applause. 
£ven*the  press  could  not  criticise  our  jho- 
tmsals ;  they  simply  asked  how  it  was  pro- 
posed to  find  the  money  in  order  to  give 
effect  to  them.  Then,  again,  I  found  that 
the  suggestion  that  we  should  give  a  Dread- 
nought  was  received  with  derision,  and  I 
venture  to  say  that  that  is  the  experience  of 
every  honorable  member  who  has  had  an 
opportunity  at  public  meetings  to  test  the 
fL^eling  of  the  people.  The  policy  of  the 
I.ite  Government  was  no  sooner  announced 
than  an  underground  scheme  was  set  on 
foot.  Tiiat  policy  struck  a  blow  at  vested 
interests,  providing,  .^s  it  did,  for  a  gradu- 
ated land  tax,  which  would  hit  the  big 
estates,  and  for  the  nationalization  of  mono- 
]K>lies.  A  big  effort  was  therefore  made 
to  bring  together  the  other  parties  xn  the 
Parliament,  in  order  that  the  docxn  of  the 
Labour  party  might  be  sealed,  and  steps 
talcHi  to  prevent  it  from  carrying  any  of 
these  proposals  into  effect.  No  attempt 
was  made  to  condemn  the  Government 
policy;  our  opponents  knew  better  than  to 
do  so.  They  simply  determined  to  under- 
mine our  position.  One  of  the  first  steps 
taken  in  that  direction  was  an  attempt  by 
the  Emploj^ers'  Federation  to  nobble  the 
present  Prime  Minister.  That  honorable 
gentleman  was  invited  to  meet  the  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  in  Svdney,  and  a  secret 
circular  was  sent  out  by  the  Employers' 
Federation  to  insure  a  packed  meeting.  We 
know  what  followed.  Messrs.  Farleigh 
;ind  Beale  were  deputed  to  visit  Melbourne, 
and  a  modern  Joshua  appeared  on  the 
field  and  commanded  the  sun  of  progress 
to  stnnd  still.  Mr.  Hogg,  of  the  Cliam- 
Ijer  of  Commerce,  was  the  fourth  represen- 
tative appointed  to  carry  out  negotiations, 
and  those  gentlemen  worked  hard  to  secure 
sufficient  influence  to  induce  the  honorable 
member  for  Ballarat  to  agree  to  a  fusion 
oi'  parties.  Thfe  matter  was  put  in 
the  hands  of  the  right  honorable 
member  for  Swan,  who  ultimately  suc- 
ceeded in  winning  ovex  the  present  Prime 
Minister,  and  the  fusion  was  soon  brought 
.nbout.  I  propose  now  to  make  a  quotation 
from  that  great  Lit^eral  newspaper,  the 
Alclbourne  Age,  as  clearlv  emphasizing  the 
situation  at  the  time  of  whicli  I  speak. 
I'j)  to  the  14th  May,  the  possibility  of  a 
("onlition  ai>peared  so  hopeless  that  the 
n^hx.  honorable  member  for  East  Sydney 
said,  as  reported  on  6th  May — 

I  deplore  the  fact  that  our  opponents  find  it 
possible    to    work    together    whilst    we    of  the 
Protectionists   and    Free   Trade   parties  find  it 
apparently  impossible  to  do  to. 
"      S fence. 


Very  great  pressure  must  therefore  have 
been  brought  to  bear  to  bring  tc^ther  ihese 
two  parties  so  strcmgty  in  conflict.  In  a 
leading  article  which  appeared  in  the  Age 
of  14th  May,  we  find  this  statement — 

One  thing  becomes  abundantly  ctear— that 
any  Goremment  formed  by  Sir  John  Forieit 
and  Mr.  Joseph  Cook  must  of  necessity  be  Con- 
servative. It  will  not  embrace  more  than  a 
part  of  the  Liberal  programme.  Sir  John  For- 
rest  himself  is  understood  to  be  ready  to  adopt 
the  Liberal  platform  in  its  entirety.  •  But  it  is 
known  that  Mr.  Cook  will  not  do  so.  He  bos 
strongly  objected  to  new  Frotection  and  prefer- 
ential trade.  Sir  John  Forrest  is  known  to  be 
eager  for  power,  and  he  will  make  modifica- 
tions to  meet  Mr.  Cook  which  Mr.  Deakin 
could  not  make.  But  in  that  case  it  is  verr 
difficult  to  see  bow  the  Liberal  leader  can  lend 
any  countenance  to  the  projected  fusion. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that,  in  the  opini<xi 
of  the  Age  at  that  time,  any  f  u^on  of  the 
kind  proposed  would  tend  to  Conservati%'e 
rule.  In  the  same  article,  we  had  the 
stat^nent — 

There  are  those  who  say  that  the  differences 
between  a  Cook  and  a  Deakin  are  slight  as 
compared  with  those  between  a  Deakin  and  a 
Fisher.  But  that  is  just  the  reverse  of  the 
truth.  The  reason  why  the  Deakin  Goremment 
was  able  to  hold  office  so  long  by  the  help  of 
the  Labour  party  was  just  because  on  nine 
points  out  of  ten  the  Liberal  and  the  Labour 
policies  are  the  same.  Consequently,  the 
Liberal  'leader's  difficulty  with  Labour  is  not  in 
a  matter  of  policy.  It  is  that  Labour,  even 
while  in  a  kind  of  loose  alliance  with  Liber.il- 
ism,.  has  proclaimed  itself  the  relentless  foe  of 
its  own  allies  in  the  constituencies.  Liberals, 
therefore,  must  fight  Labour  in  the  electorates, 
whatever  they  may  do  in  Parliament.  It  is,  of 
course,  exceedingly  difficult  to  induce  Liberals 
to  support  a  Labour  party  in  the  House  when 
that  party  is  sapping  and  mining  all  the  Liberal 
seats  in  the  country.  This  is  really  where  the 
political  shoe  pinches.  And  in  the  irritation  it 
produces  we  must  have  very  much  sympathy 
with  the  Liberal  party  and  its  leader.  Still, 
when  all  these  allowances  are  made,  and  even 
when  such  considerations  are  emphasized,  they 
do  not  suffice  to  excuse  the  Liberal  party  per- 
mitting itself  to  be  absorbed  in  a  combination 
of  Conservatism  find  anti -"Socialists,  where  it 
must  become  a  back  number,  without  power, 
without  influence,  and  only  a  disappointed 
spectator  of  the  drift  of  high  purposes.  In 
this  time  of  stress  and  strain,  when  all  kinds 
of  influences  are  being  employed  to  submerge 
the  Liberal  party  and  its  leader,  it  is  the  duty 
of  that  party  more  than  ever  to  stand  firm  ib 
its  integrity,  and  the  decision  of  Mr.  Deakin  to 
efTace  himself  as  leader  means  the  virtual  ef- 
facement  of  the  party  whose  fortunes  were  in- 
trusted to  his  care. 

At  this   time  the  honorable  member  fot 

Ballarat  proposed  to  stand  aside.  He  did 
not  care  to  lead  the  contemplated  Coalition, 
but  the  pressure  brought  to  bear  upon  him 
was   so  great   that   he   was  ultimately 
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squeezed  into  it.  The  honorable  member 
has  said  that  the  only  excuse  which  his 
party  had  for  declining  to  support  the 
Labour  Government  was  that  it  would  not 
grant  to  some  of  his  followers  immunity 
from  opposition. 

Mr.  Mauger. — It  was  because  Labour 
would  not  work  with  him. 

Mr.  SPEN'CE. — It  was  a  question,  not 
of  Labour  working  with  him,  but  of  his 
working  with  Labour.  We  had  worked 
successfully  with  the  honorable  member  for 
nearly  nine  years.  Our  party,  ctKnprising 
twenty-sevCT)  members  of  this  House,  and 
a  larger  proportion  of  the  members  of 
another  place,  supported  the  Deakin  Go- 
vernment for  years,  but  when  the  Labour 
Government  took  office  he  declined  to  sup- 
port them.  He  was  in  agreement  with 
their  policy- — as  a  matter  of  fact,  he  has 
never  yet  spoken  against  it,  but  he  would 
not  support  them. 

Mr.  Atkinson. — Has  he  not  condemned 
a  Federal  land  tax  and  the  nationalizaticm 
of  moiK^lies? 

Mr.  SPENCE.— He  has  never  spoken 
against  a  Federal  land  tax.  He  has 
simply  said  that  he  would  not  propose  such 
a  tax  at  the  present  time,  but  would  allow 
the  matter  to  stand  over  until  the  next 
general  election.  At  the  next  Federal  elec- 
tion he  said  he  would  declare  in  favour  of 
a  graduated  land  tax. 

Mr.  Sampson. — ^Where  did  he  make  that 
statement  ? 

Mr.  SPENCE. — Every  one  knows  that 
he  has  made  it.  I  come  now  to  the  ccHn- 
plaint  made  by  the  Liberal  party  as  to  our 
attitude  in  regard  to  the  constituencies.  We 
claim  that  we  conduct  our  business  on  demo- 
cratic lines.  Our  platform  is  drawn  up  not 
by  politicians,  but  by'  the_  people — by  or- 
ganizations, leagues,  and  unions,  ccHnpris- 
ing  many  thousands  of  the  electors.  In 
New  South  Wales,  for  instance,  there  are 
some  86,000  registered  trade  unionists,  so 
that  those  who  speak  of  the  unions  as  com- 

f (rising  onlv  a  few  men  have  no  know- 
edge  of  the  real  facts.  The  honorable 
member  for  Ballarat  has  alwavs  publicly 
advocated  that  politicians  should  create  a 
policy  and  that  the  people  should  follow 
them.  That  is  an  autocratic  stand  to  take 
up,  and  is  altogether  wrong.  We  rantend 
that  reforms  should  be  initiated  by  the 
people  themselves,  and  that  policy  has  been 
adopted  by  us.  When  honorable  members 
of  the  Deakin  party  urge  that  we  should 
induce  oar  followers  to  grant  them  im- 


munity from  opposition  they  ask  us  to  do 
something  which  we  have  no  power  to  do, 
and  which,  if  we  bad,  we  should  decline  to 
da  It  is  absolutely  wrong  in  principle. 
It  is  for  the  people  themselves — the  leagues, 
organizations,  and  constituencies  generally 
to  determine  the  matter  for  themselves. 
What  right  have  we  to  compel  the  leagues 
and  other  organizations  outside,  as  sug- 
gested by  the  honorable  member  for  Bal- 
larat, to  grant  the  Liberal  party  immunity 
from  opposition,  if  they  are  not  inclined 
to  do  so?  We  have  provided  for  adult  suf- 
frage, and  should  not  deny  to  any  indi- 
vidual the  right  to  vote  for  any  candidate 
he  pleases.  If  that  right  is  to  be  denied 
the  electors,  why  do  not  the  Government 
bring  in  a  Bill  to  prohibit  the  electors  choos- 
ing their  own  representatives?  It  is  only 
because  the  Liberal  party  thought  that  the 
people  would  not  recognise  the  fallacy  of 
such  a  proposition  that  the  Deakin  party 
made  it.  The  same  complaint  was  made  by 
the  Agf,  as  if  we  should  be  justified  in 
throwing  over  the  principles  of  a  life-time. 
It  is  an  absolute  admission  that  the  bcHior- 
able  member  for  Ballarat  cannot  depend  on 
a  majority  in  any  of  the  constituencies  to 
support  him.  If  the  honorable  member 
for  Maribyrnong,  for  instance,  cannot  Ret 
in  if  Labour  runs  a  candidate,  he  can  only 
get  in  by  Labour  support.  There  is,  there- 
fore, no  majority  in  the  constituency  that 
really  supports  the  honorable  rr.^ber  for 
Maribyrnong,  and  the  same  may  be  said  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Bourke,  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Batman,  and  other  Go- 
vernment supporters  who  have  been  so  long 
associated  with  the  honorable  member  for 
Ballarat.  Then  they  put  forward  in  their 
pUtform  proposals  to  secure  majority  rule. 
If  they  have  a  majority,  they  have  nothing 
to  fear  from  what  any  local  league  may  do. 
To  put  that  kind  of  statement  before  the 
people  as  a  justification  for  the  sacrifice  of 
principles  is  most  ridiculous.  It  will  not 
stand  a  moment's  examination.  You  must 
either  coerce  the  electors  by  denying  them 
their  rights  or  allow  them  to  make  their 
own  choice.  Then  we  are  told  that  we,  as 
members  of  Parliament,  have  great  influ- 
ence, and  that  if  we  gave  the  local  bodies 
advice  they  might  take  it ;  ,but  they  cannot 
expect  us  to  go  to  the  different  constitu- 
encies and  speak  in  support  of  members 
whom  we  regard  as  being  often  unreliable. 
Our  experience  has  been  that  the  "  good  as 
Labour  "  man,  as  he  calls  himself,  has 
been  anything  but  reliable  at  a  crisis,  when 
we  were  goingp^^^ig^jcQiQ^ojgller  a  vote. 
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On  such  occasions  he  has  gcme  over  to  the 
moderate  or  timid  crowd  every  time  and 
everywhere. 

Mr.  Mauger. — What  does  the  honorable 
member  ccxnplain  about? 

Mr.  SPENCE.— The  honorable  member 
for  Maribymong  did  it  himself  on  one  occa- 
sion. I  am  showing  the  hoUowne&s  of  the 
excuse  put  forward  for  the  fusion,  that  the 
Labour  party  outside — which  is  not  the 
party  in  the  House,  because  we  do  not  con- 
trol it,  and  have  no  right  to  c<»itroI  it — 
puts  up  candidates  against  members  of  the 
Deakin  party.  No  one  has  a  right  to  con- 
trol the  electors  but  th«nselves. 

Mr.  Mauger. — It*  is  not  the  electors ;  it 
is  only  a  section  of  the  electors. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— The  electors  have  a 
right  to  control  themselves,  and  any  sec- 
tion of  them  has  a  right  to  control  itself. 
The  electors  have  a  right  to  put  forward 
twenty  candidates  if  they  choose.  The  sec- 
tion which  we  call  the  straight  Labour  sec- 
tion in  a  constituency  has  as  much  right  to 
be  represented  as  have  other  sections,  especi- 
ally the  admitted  minority  who  call  them- 
selves Liberals.  The  fact  of  the  matter  is 
that  because  na  other  excuse  for  the  fusion 
could  be  found  that  «ie  has  been  put  for- 
ward. 

Mr.  Bamford. — It  is  a  cowardly  excuse 
at  that. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— It  is  cowardly,  and  it 
is  also  an  admission  of  their  failure — an  ad- 
mission that  thev  are  out  of  date,  and  that 
the  world  has  gone  ahead  of  them.  It  is 
also  an  admission  that  they  have  been  neg- 
lecting organizatipn.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Ballarat  found  that  out.  He  went 
round  to  organize  the  Liberal  party,  but  ap- 
parently did  not  meet  with  sufficient  success, 
or  great  influences  were  brought  to  bear 
upon  him  to  bring  about  the  present  situa- 
tion. I  have  not  quite  finished  quoting 
from  that  great  organ,  the  Melbourne  Age, 
I)ecause  it  occasionally  does  contain  most 
able  articles  that  on  the  facts  are  unanswer- 
able.   On  the  15th  May  the  Age  stated — 

The  one  thing  which  stands  out  conspicuously 
in  the  present  political  situation  is  that  the 
I.cader  of  the  Libera!  party  is  preparing  once 
ugain  to  split  that  party  into  two  sections,  and 
thus  virtually  wipe  it  out  of  existence.  Of 
course,  Mr.  Deakin  does'  not  contemplate  this. 
No  one  suspects  bim  of  an  act  of  deliberate 
treachery  to  his  own  party.  But  any  one  who 
opens  his  eyes  can  see  plainly  that  that  must 
be  the  immeilinte  result  of  any  fusion  with  the 
Con'^crvative  parties  of  the  Corner  and  the 
strai(;ht  Oppo&itton.  At  present  the  Liberal 
party  in  Parliament  is  fifteen  strong.  This  has 
come  about  througli  the  defection  of  men  like 


Mr.  Sampson,  Sir  John  Quick,  and  Sir  John 
Forrest,  and  Messrs.  Fairbaim  and  Wynne,  rII 
of  whom  were  returned  as  members  of  the 
Liberal  party.  However,  the  party,  as  is  said» 
is  now  only  fifteen  strong.  The  recent  cam- 
paigns of  Its  leader  in  Tasmania,  New  South 
Wales  and  Queensland  were  undertaken  for 
the  sole  purpose  of  consolidating  Liberal 
strength  in  the  next  appeal  to  the  country.  The 
patty  has  xecently  adopted  a  political  pro- 
gramme for  the  immediate  future,  and  all  this 
was  done  in  full  accord  with  Mr.  Deakin,  its 
leader,  on  the  understanding  that  he  was  deter- 
mined against  coatescine  with  Conservatism,  ex- 
cept on  the  understanding  that  the  Liberal  pro- 
gramme is  to  be  made  the  basis  of  any  new 
combination.  All  these  facts  are  so  well  known, 
so  recent  and  so  fully  accepted  that  no  possible 
dispute  can  arise  as  to  their  accuracy. 

Suddenly  the  whole  situatitm  is  changed  like 
tlie  flash  of  a  cinematograph.  And  the  changes 
are  made  by  the  Liberal  leader  without  any 
consultation  with  his  party.  Mr.  Deakin  an- 
nounces that  as  he  cannot  get  the  Leader  of 
the  Opposition  to  agree  to  the  Liberal  policy, 
be  has  given  up  the  idea  on  his  own  account, 
but  lias  commissioned  Sir  John  Forrest  to  under- 
take the  task,  making  the  best  terms  he  can, 
on  the  understanding  that  should  Sir  John 
Forr*st  strike  .1  bargain  with  the  direct  Opposi- 
tion, he  (Mr.  Deakin),  while  taking  no  personal 
share  in  it,  will  counsel  such  of  his  own  fol- 
lowers as  may  choose  to  join  the  new  combina- 
tion. It  is  quite  well  known  that  nothing  Mr. 
Deakin  may  do  or  srt  will  induce  the  solid 
body  of  Liber.ils  to  go  over  and  follow  a 
Conservative  Government  led  jointly  by  Sir 
John  Forrest  and  Mr.  Cook.  To  do  so  would 
be  to  plav  the  part  of  rank  treachery  to  the 
electors  who  sent  Ihem  into  Parliament.  It  is 
inconceivable  that  Messrs.  Wise,  Mauger,  Hume 
Cook,  Chanter,  Coon  and  Salmon  and  Sir  Wil- 
liam I.yne  could  dream  of  such  an  alliance  as 
that  mentioned.  They  could  not  meet  their 
eiector-i  after  such  a  shameful  veUe  fcce,  and 
such  a  turning  of  their  backs  on  all  the  pro- 
fessions on  which  they  gained  their  seats.  In- 
deed, it  is  notorious  that  most  of  them  have 
already  let  this  be  known.  If,  then,  these 
seven  Liberals  refuse  to  stultify  themselves  in 
the  manner  which  their  leader  is  suggesting, 
what  becomes  of  the  Liberal  party?  Mr.  Dea- 
kin may  carry  seven  or  eight  with  him  into 
the  Conservative  alliance,  but  only  at  the  ex- 
pense of  annihilating  at  once  his  own  party  and 
its  central  and  dominating  position  In  the  Par- 
liament. On  the  consummation  of  such  a 
movement  as  fusion  under  a  Forrest  and  a  Cook, 
there  would  no  longer  be  a  Liberal  partv,  m 
Liberal  leader  or  a  Liberal  platfom.  All  the 
recent  work  of  organiiation  and  consolidation 
would  be  cast  to  the  winds,  and  that  not  by 
the  consent  of  those  who  have  been  enpagrd 
in  it,  but  solely  by  the  deliberate  act  of  the 
man  who  was  trusted  as  its  leader,  A  more 
unthinkably  absurd  outcome  of  the  situation 
cannot  be  conceived.  It  is  political  suicide  ia 
its  most  degrading  form. 

Mr.  Mauger. — That  leader  had  its  effect. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— It  was  an  absolutely 
true  forecast.  The  fact  is  that  the  A^t 
had  lost  faith  in  those^w}^^^-^g|^tio- 
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daced  into  and  kept  in  political  life,  and 
who  would  never  have  seen  Parliament  but 
for  its  suppOTt.  Four  members  of  the 
Liberal  party  stood  true,  but,  as  was  ftwe- 
casted  by  the  Age  in  those  two  ccmsecutive 
issues,  the  Liberal  leader,  who  went  round 
OTganizinfT  the  party  on  a  definite  platform, 
split  his  party,  and  that  is  not  the  first 
ocxasion  on  which  he  did  it. 

Mr.  Tudor. — I  wish  to  direct  attention 
to  the  state  of  the  House.  [Quorum 
formed.] 

Mr.  SPENCE.— Whatever  may  be  said 
about  the  Age,  it  'did  put  up  a  big  fight 
against  the  betrayal  of  the  Liberal  party 
which  has  undoubtedly  taken  place.  On 
the  17th  May  it  wrote — 

Whstever  else  Mr.  Josepli  Cook  is,  and  how- 
ever hungry  he  may  be  for  office,  be  at  least 
sturdily  maintains  the  Conservative  Free  Trade 
stand  against  the  new  Protection.  He  will  not 
hear  of  it,  even  in  the  way  ,of  compromise. 
After  eight  or  ten  hours  unncr  the  persuasion 
of  Sir  John  Forrest  and  Senator  Best,  he  went 
away  to  a  public  meeting  of  the  Conservative 
Women's  League  and  declared  himself  an  un- 
yielding opponent  of  any  amendment  of  the 
Constitution  which  would  give  to  the  Common- 
wealth the  power  to  safeguard  the  wage  rate. 
That  right  at  present  belongs  to  the  States  only. 
The  Federal  Government  is  able  to  give  pro- 
tection to  the  employer,  but  not  to  The  employ6. 
The  natioaal  pn^amme  makes  H  a  first  duty 
to  extend  this  power  to  the  National  Parliament. 
To  the  true  Federalist  it  is  a  monstrous  propo- 
sition that  such  a  right  should  be  withheld  from 
the  Commonwealth.  To  the  Protectionist  it  is 
the  very  essential  of  his  creed.  It  is  amongst 
the  vital  planks  in  the  proclaimed  programme 
nf  the  Liberal  league.  It  is  a  distinguishing 
mark  of  Liberalism  

Labour,  with  all  its  drawbacks  and  limita- 
tions, is  in  possession,  and  is  pointing  the  path 
of  progress.  If  it  is  to  be  displaced,  it  should 
not  be  in  order  that  a  period  of  political  stag- 
nation should  supervene.  Mr.  Denkin  has  him- 
self said,  "  A  combination  merely  to  defeat 
Oie  Labour  Gorentment  would  be  a  compact 
batren  and  unnatural."  And  }-et  that  is  what 
is  apparently  being  connived  at  in  his  standing 
aside  and  deputing  Sir  John  Forrest  and  Sena- 
tor Be^t  to  do  what  he  himself  has  no  stomach 
for.  We  have  a  right  to  demand  that  these 
negotiations  shall  cease,  and  that  the  Liberal 
party  shall  have  its  rights  restored  and  be  con- 
sulted. If  that  party  is  to  live,  as  it  must 
live,  it  will  direct  its  own  course,  and  not  be 
placed  in  leading  strings. 

In  the  issue  of  25th  June,  the  Af^e  said — 

Every thiujj  that  Mr.  Fisher  :i;iid  about  the 
anoma.ous  character  of  the  coalition  may  be 
quite  true.  And  everything  that  Mr.  Hughes 
subsequently  quoted  from  the  Age  in  denuncia- 
tion of  a  "  fusion  "  on  any  bat  Liberal  lines 
stands  quite  unalterable.  The  natural  allies  in 
Parliament  should  be  the  Liberals  and  the 
Labour  party.  Mr.  Hughes  quotes  this  with  a 
flanriih,  as  if  it  were  not  a  levcre  reflection  on 


his  own  partyj  which  stubbonly  refuses  such 
alliance.  The  culpability  for  failing  in  this 
natural  alliance — an  alliance  which  might  have 

£ roved  so  profitable  to  the  country' — lies  not  with 
iberalism,  which  was  always  willing,  but  with 
Labour,  which  was  adamant  against  co-operation. 

The  blame  must  rest  upwi  that  party  which 
definitely  refused  to  form  an  alliance.  I 
have  quoted  briefly  the  proposals  for  legis- 
Iati(»i  which  the  Fisher  Government  put  be- 
fore this  Parliament.  I  have  done  so  in 
order  that  it  may  be  seen  that  the  promises 
publicly  made  in  the  Gympie  speech,  and 
other  addresses  delivered  elsewhere,  would 
have  been  kept  had  the  late  Government 
had  an  opportunity  to  give  effect  to  them. 
Nothing  has  been  said  in  criticism  of 
the  policy  of  the  Labour  party.  The 
reason  for  putting  it  out  of  office  is 
one  which  the  honorable  member  for  Bal- 
larat  has  declared  to  be  insufficient.  That 
he  has  been  swallowed  up  by  the  Conser- 
vative elements  in  this  Parliament  justifies 
our  contention  that  he  has  gone  back  oti  his 
principles.  I  have  briefly  indicated  how 
the  Employers'  Federation  worked  to  bring 
about  a  fusion  by  sending  round  circulars, 
so  as  to  pack  meetings  of  the  Chambers 
of  Commerce  with  "the  right-thinking  per- 
sons," and  in  other  ways.  Messrs.  Hogg, 
Farleigh,  Beale,  and  Joshua  meet  in  secret 
caucus  with  the  leaders  of  the  new  party. 
Like  the  witches  in  Macbeth,  they  danced 
round  the  cauldron  containing  the  ingre- 
dients for  the  fusion,  and,  fr<»n  the  nature 
of  those  ingredients,  we  know  that  there 
must  have  been  a  great  deal  of  "  buttle, 
bubble,  toil,  and  trouble  "  before  any  re- 
sult was  obtained.  Mr.  Joshua,  whwi  in- 
terviewed subsequently,  speaking  on  behalf 
of  all  four  manufacturers,  said — 

We  have  been  for  two  hours  in  conference 
with  Mr.  Dcakin,  Mr.  Joseph  Cook,  Sir  John 
Forrest,  and  Senator  Millen.  At  the  conclusion 
these  pentlcm.in  were  good  enough  to  say  that 
we  h;id  been  of  consiiierablc  as^ist.Tnce  in  eluci- 
datin"  several  points,  principally  relating  to  the 
Tariff  and  industrial  lecislation.  If  I  were  asked 
for  an  opinion,  I  should  say  that,  as  a  result  of 
our  deliberations,  matters  were  brought  sensibly 
nearer  a  conclusion,  I  won't  say  in  what  direc- 
tion. 

The  new  Protection  which  this  countrv  is 
to  get  is  to  be  framed  tn  the  manufacturers 
and  employers.  Tliat  is  the  outlook  given 
to  the  masses  bv  the  pollcv  of  the  present 
Government.  The  .'l^c  said,  some  vears 
ago,  referring  to  the  honorable  mcmt>er  for 
Ballarat— 

No  augur  can  tell  what  Mr.  Deakin's  politics 
may  be  to-morrow,  'or  in  wh.at  strange  com- 
bination he  may  figure  the^day  after.  Con- 
sistency is  not  exB055^g^©Ogle 
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He  has  become  the  leader  of  a  combination 
with  whom,  judging  by  his  public  utter- 
ances, he  is  not  in  sympathy.  We  all  ad- 
mire his  personal  qualities  and  eloquence, 
but  he  has  always  been  given  to  running 
after  strange  alliances,  which  have  never 
been  successful.  Whene\^r  the  two  great 
Victorian  newspapers  have  teen  acting  to- 
gether, the  welfare  of  the  State  has  suf- 
fered injury.  Years  ago,  the  Age,  speak- 
ing of  the  Gillies-Deakin  coalititm,  said — 

From  the  Service  Coalition,  we  got  but  misery 
and  disaster.  From  the  Gillies-Deakin  Coalition, 
■we  have  a  heritage  over  which  the  colony  wilt 
nioura  or  curse  for  many  a  day. 

A  little  later  it  said — 

Conservatism  has  broueht  the  country  to  the 
brink  of  ruin. 

Then,  again,  it  said — 

We  have  on  the  one  hand  hordes  of  uaem- 
jiluyed,  and  on  the  other  vast  areas  of  land 
applied  to  only  ^imitive  purposes. 

The  honorable  member  for  Ballarat  com- 
menced with  the  idea  of  making  two  parties 
cut  of  what  he  called  the  "  three-eleven  " 
;irrangement,  and  opened  his  arms  to  re- 
cei\e  either  the  Labour  party  or  that  then 
led  by  the  right  honorable  member  for  East 
S>dney.  Having  secured  an  alliance  with 
the  latter,  he  at  the  last  mcxnent  seemed 
to  fear  the  marriage,  and  shunted  the  bride 
on  to  Sir  George  Turner.  Then  followed 
political  assassination.  The  honorable 
member  got  his  knife  into  the  contracting 
parties.  Now  he  appears  to  have  cwn- 
mitted  political  bigamy,  and  I  am  afraid 
that  the  desire  of  one  of  his  spouses  to 
have  her  own  way,  pnd  the  caustic  tongue 
of  the  other  lady,  may  drive  him  to  suicide. 
I  do  not  see  thaf  the  combination  can  do 
any  good.  The  chief  reason  why  the  La- 
bour party  contends  that  the  Government 
should  not  possess  the  confidence  of  the 
House  is  that  the  parties  which  it  leads 
have  abandoned  their  electi<m  pledges. 
Let  me  read  the  published  platform  of  the 
fusion — 

1.  No  interference  with  the  Protectionist  policy 
of  the  present  Customs  Tariff  in  rectifying 
nQomalies. 

2.  An  amendment  of  the  Constitution  to  enable 
a  State  Wages  Board  or  Arbitration  Court  tu 
refer  to  the  Inter-State  Commission  for  adjust- 
ment any  unfair  competitive  rates  or  conditions 
existing  in  another  State,  whether  arising  from 
the  absence  of  such  Boards  or  Courts,  or  from 
their  decisions.  In  federalizing  unfairly  com- 
petitive rates  and  conditions,  the  Inter-State 
Commission  sh.ill  take  account  of  wages  and 
of  surrounding  conditions.  No  amenflment  of 
the  Constitution  will  be  sought  should  all  the 
Strifes  authorize  Ihe  Commonwealth  to  legislate 
>o  this  extent  under  the  Constitution,  section  51, 
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sub-section  37.    The  States  to  be  invited  to  tmke 
this  course  without  delay. 

3.  To  develop  the  Australian  Naval  and  Mili- 
tary Forces,  with  the  advice  and  assistance  of 
the  Admiralty  and  War  Office,  by  means  of  uni- 
versal training,  commencing  in  the  schools,  and 
the  Commonwealth  coastal  defence,  and  also  to 
rec<^;nise  our  Imperial  responsibilities. 

4.  Pending  the  preparation  of  a  complete 
scheme  adjusting  the  future  financial  relations 
of  the  Commonwealth  and  States,  an  interim 
urrangement  to  be  proposed,  under  which  the 
Customs  and  Excise  revenue  of  the  Common- 
wealth shall  be  dealt  with. 

Dr.  LiDDELL. — That  is  not  correct. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— The  honorable  member 
must  prove  his  statement.  That  platform 
appeared  in  the  two  newspapers  which  are 
supporting  the  Government,  and  there  has 
been  no  correction  or  contradicticm  of  it. 
It  was  reported  that  the  press  receii'cd  it 
from  the  parties  ccHioemed. 

Dr,  LiDDELL. — The  version  given  by  the 
hcHiorable  meftiber  for  Lang  is  the  cwrect 
one. 

Mr.  SPENCE. — He  corrected  only  one 
word,  and  I  am  willing  to  accept  that  cor- 
iojlioii.    The  Age  has  shown  that  it  was  a 
complete  volteface  for  those  led  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Ballarat  to  join  with 
notOTious  Conservatives,   who,  for  years, 
have  been  sitting  in  exposition.    To  do  so, 
they  abandoned  the  principles  on  which 
they  were  elected.    When  a  member  has 
changed  his  political  -views,  be  should,  if 
he  wishes  to  remain  in  Parliament,  appeal 
to  the  people  for  their  sanction  to  the 
change.     Members  have  no  right  to  sell 
t\mr  principles,   as  honorable  gentlemen 
opposite  have  done.     There   were  eight 
planks  in  the  platform  which  the  honor- 
able member  for  Ballarat  put  before  the 
country,  but  the  fusion  platform  ccmtains 
not  a  .  word  about  Federal  unity  or  pre- 
ferential trade.     Preferential   trade  was 
one    of    the    proposals    on    which  the 
Deakinites  went  to  the  countr}-,  but  it  has 
now  been  thrown  OTOrboard,  as  has  the 
principle   of    Federal    unity.      The  rea- 
s<Mi    for    this    is    shown    very  clearly. 
Then  there  is  another  plank,  which  the 
Government  are  introducing,  no  doubt  to 
placate  the  honorable  member  for  Parra- 
matta  and  others  who  are  always  speaking 
on  behalf  of  the  States,  instead  of  leaving 
their  interest  to  be  put  forward  by  th«n- 
selves.  We  find  that  the  Liberal  leader  has 
sacrificed  the  two  principles  of  Prefoential 
Trade  and  Protection ;  and  my  object  is  to 
connct  the  Prime  Minister,  and  those  who 
follow  him,  of  a  voUeface.     In  r^;ard  to 
new  Protection,  i^g,^^(^g^gf^tever 
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is  given  to  the  consumers,  although  that 
■was  a  point  on  which  much  stress  was  laid 
at  the  elections,  and  during  the  recess,  by 
the  honorable  gentleman.  It  was  a  point 
discussed  here,  and  emphasized  very 
strongly ;  and  I  remember  the  late  Leader 
of  the  Opposition,  the  right  honorable 
member  for  £ast  Sydney,  insisting  on  the 
protecticm  of  the  consumer  as  well  as 'of  the 
manufacturer.  Then  we  have  the  Liberal 
leader  dropping  the  White  Australia  and 
the  immigration  planks.  We  can  only  read 
by  signs  and  actions;  in  fact,  \\e  see  that 
the  Government  will  not  trust  any  Min- 
ister to  speak  lest  he  "  lets  the  cat  out  of 
the  bag."  Some  little  liizht  is  thrown  on 
the  situation  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Lang ;  but  it  is  quite  probable  that  he  was 
not  at  the  meetings,  in  case  he  should  tell 
too  much. 

Dr.  LiDDELL.— That  is  a  base  innuendo, 
quite  unworthy  of  the  honorable  member  I 

Mr.  SPENCE.— What  I  state  is  the 
fact.  The  Government  apparently  propose 
to  hand  over  everything  but  defence  and 
postal  business  to  an  Inter-State  Commis-, 
sion.  We  find  nothing  in  their  programme 
about  economy  of  administration ;  and,  in- 
deed, I  do  not  see  how  they  can  speak  of 
economy  in  view  of  the  way  in  which  they 
propose  to  give  money  away.  Then,  ap- 
parently, the  Government  have  thrown  over 
that  important  and  sacred  plank,  the  direct 
responsibility  of  members;  and  there  must 
be  some  reason  for  all  those  changes. 
Doubtless,  howewr,  we  shall  have  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Maribyrnong  saying  that 
it  is  the  great  Free  Trade  party  of  New 
South  Wales  and  other  States,  and  the  Re- 
venue Tariffists,  who  have  sneaked  in 
under  the  banner  of  Protection.  I  chal- 
lenge anybody  to  show  that  what  I  am  say- 
ing is  incorrect  in  any  way  ;  and  I  assert 
that  practically  six  out  of  eight  planks  have 
been  dropped.  The  programme  we  have 
now -is  not  that  of  the  old  Literal  party, 
but  that  of  the  new  fusion — of  Joshua  and 
others,  who  tell  the  fusion  what  is  to  be 
done.  Then  I  ought  to  point  out  that  in 
the  programme  there  is  not  a  word  about 
State  debts,  which,  with  the  party  now 
swallowed  up  bv  the  Conservatives,  used 
to  be  n  burning  question.  The  Prime  Min- 
ister hr.s  adhered  to  onlv  two  of  his  own 
jilanks,  antl  even  these  have  been  amended 
or  altered,  and  evidently  now  bear  a  mean- 
ing different  from  that  attached  to  them  by 
Protectionists.  The  Prime  Minister  knows 
that  he  never  would  have  carried  the  Tariff 
but  for  the  help  of  the  Labour  party,  the 


members  of  which  had  adopted  the  policy 
of  new  Protection ;  and  if  the  honorable 
gentleman  now  touches  the  Tariff,  he  will 
have  to  depend  cm  the  support  of  members 
like  the  honorable  member  for  Flinders, 
who,  coming  into  the  House  as  a  Protec- 
tionist, voted  against  the  Government 
duties  eighty-two  times,  paired  against 
than  twoity-eight  times,  and  neither  voted 
nor  paired  108  times.  That  representative 
voted  against  effective  Protection  218  times, 
voted  for  the  Government  duties  fifty  times, 
and  paired  for  the  Government  duty  ten 
times,  out  of  divisions  totalling  287.  The 
programme  of  Protection  has  been  sacrificed 
absolutely  by  the  Prime  Minister.  It  is  not 
claimed  that  the  Tariff  is  absolutely  perfect ; 
such  a  contention  would,  .1  am  sure,  not  be 
made  by  the  honorable  member  for  Mari- 
byrnong, the  honorable  member  for  Bat- 
man, the  honorable  member  for  Hume,  or' 
the  Prime  Minister. 

Mr.  Page. — Do  not  forget  the  honorable 
member  for  Corio, 

Mr.  SPEXCE. — The  honorable  member 
for  Corio  does  not  count.  He  ran  very 
nearly  on  the  Labour  platform  last  election, 
and  was  almost  ready  to  sign  the  pledge ; 
and  it  is  not  surprising  that,  when  he  held 
a  meeting  recently,  he  should  be  met  by 
about  six  of  his  followers  and  a  hundred 
or  more  of  the  Labour  league  crowd. 
However,  he  proceeded  to  denounce  the 
latter  as  parasites  and  Tammany  people ; 
and  we  know  what  the  electors  will  do 
when  a  representative  takes  a  course  of 
that  kind.  The  Prime  ^linister,  as  I  have 
already  pointed  out,  boasts  that  this  fusion 
is  not  merely  for  a  Parliament,  but  for  all 
time ;  and.  of  course,  that  means,  as  every 
member  of  a  fusion  expects  to  be  returned, 
the  placing  of  the  fiscal  policy  in  their 
hands.  The  object  of  the  fusion  is  to  pre- 
vent split  votes,  which  would  give  an  op- 
portunity of  success  to  the  Labour  party ; 
and  the  latter  are  opposed  simply  because 
they  are  the  Labour  party.  Under  such 
circumstances,  what  outlook  have  the  Pro- 
tectionists in  Australia,  seeing  that  they  de- 
pend on  a  party  the  majoritv  of  whom  are 
absolutely  opposed  to  the  policy?  In  an 
address,  which  scwne  honorable  members 
seem  to  find  amusing,  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Corio  made  a  sarcastic  reference, 
which  he  applied  to  the  LaVwur  party,  but 
which,  in  reality,  can  apply  only  to  the 
l>artv  to  which  he  now  belongs.  The  hon- 
orable member  said  that  if  the  Labour 
party  consisted  of  thirty  _i2fimlp«"s,  and 
twenty-three  IFft^^tJ^gd&s,  the 
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balance  of  seven  could  be  compelled  to  vote 
Free  Trade.  That  applies  with  full  force 
to  honorable  members  opposite,  but  it  can- 
not apply  to  the  Labour  party,  no  member 
of  which  is  bound  on  the  fiscal  questicm. 
What  chance  has  the  Prime  Minister,  and 
his  ten  or  eleven  Protectionist  followers, 
against  the  thirty -two  Free  Traders*  and 
Revenue  Tariffists,  who  now  constitute  the 
Government  supporters?  Yet  the  Fusion 
partv  are  pledged  to  go  to  the  country 
unitedly,  and  stand  bv  each  other. 

Mr.  Sampson. — Does  the  honorable 
member  claim  that  the  Labour  party  as  a 
body  voted  for  high  protective  duties? 

Mr.  SPENCE.— My  claim  is  that  we 
have  adopted  the  policy  of  the  new  Pro- 
tection. We  propose  to  give  the  local  manu- 
facturer the  Australian  market  provided 
that  he  pays  reas(»iable  wages  and  does 
not  overcharge  the  consumer.  That  is  a  con- 
cise definition  of  the  new  Protection  which 
we  favour,  and  it  will  be  recognised  that 
since  we  have  adopted  that  policy  we  are 
the  only  truly  Protectionist  party  in  the 
Commonwealth  Parliament.  The  Pro- 
tectionists of  the  Coalition  have  no  chance 
of  securing  effective  Protectiffli  or  any  im- 
provement of  the  present  Tariff,  and  they 
have  also  thrust  aside  the  principle  of  pre- 
ferential trade.  A  majority  of  the  members 
of  the  Coalition  party  are  opposed  both  to 
Protection  and  to  new  Protection. 

Mr.  Sampson. — When  the  Tariff  was 
under  consideration  the  majority  of  our 
party  voted  for  just  as  high  Protection 
as  did  the  great  majority  of  the  Labour 
party. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— A  majority  of  the 
members  of  the  present  Coalition  voted  for 
rerenue  duties.  The  right  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Sit  an,  fen*  instance,  claims  to  be 
a  Protectionist,  but  an  examination  of  the 
division  lists  will  show  that  his  votes  on 
the  Tariff  went  more  or  less  in  the  direction 
of  revenue  duties. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — ^The  Labour  party 
have  no  fiscal  policy. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— On  the  contrary,  we 
are  the  only  party  with  a  safe  fiscal  policy. 
We  now  have  on  the  Government  side  of 
the  House  a  Revenue  party,  the  majority 
of  whom  are  opposed  to  Protection.  Those 
who  desire  the  growth  of  Australian  manu- 
factures^  and  the  observance  of  Australian 
conditions  of  labour  in  connexion  with 
them,  must  now  look  to  the  Labour  party ; 
there  is  no  other  party  that  they  can  trust. 
No  objection  was  taken  by  the  Deakin 
party  to  our  policy,  and  the  late  Govern- 


ment was  turned  out  of  office,  not  because 
of  any  want  of  proper  -administration,  but 
solely  to  enable  a  majority  against  the 
Labour  party  to  be  obtuned  in  this  House. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  fusion  was  brought 
about  by  the  mwx^llsts — by  the  hig  land 
owners  and  all  those  who  have  been  fighting 
Labour,  both  industrially  and  politically, 
for  many  years.  Their  desire  was  to  pre- 
vent a  blow  being  struck  at  land  mcmopoly, 
and  they  have  certainly  succeeded.  What 
do  the  Government  propose  in  regard  to 
the  new  Protection  ?  I  do  not  imagine  that 
they  will  do  anything  to  give  effect  to  their 
proposals  

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Will  the  honorable 
member's  party  let  us? 

Mr.  SPENCE.— The  Government  will 
never  do  what  they  are  aiming  at  if  I  can 
prevent  them,  and  I  do  not  think  that  tlie 
country  will  allow  them  to  do  what  they 
propose.  Much  useful  legislation  has 
been  passed,  but  if  the  present  Government 
are  to  remain  in  office  there  must  be  retro- 
gression. Ministers  would  have  us  believe 
that  they  have  completely  changed,  and 
that  we  have  reached  the  political 
millennium,  but  we  know  that  changes  do 
not  come  about  so  rapidly.  I^t  us  look 
at  their  co-called  new  Protection  policy. 
They  are  going  to  ask  the  States  to  allow 
them  to  set  up  an  Inter-State  Com- 
missi(xi.  with  power  to  look  after 
producticui  and  exchange,  to  find  new 
markets  alnx>ad,  and  to  extend  local 
industries.  Those  four  duties  would  in 
themselves  keep  the  members  of  the  Com- 
mission busy,  but  we  find  that  they  are  also 
to  run  a  Labour  bureau,  to  study  unemploy- 
ment, to  deal  with  the  Tariff  and  anomalies 
in  the  Tariff,  and  to  arrange  for  uniform 
conditions  cf  industry.  We  are  not  told 
whether  thev  are  going  to  find  employment 
fOT  the  workers,  but  if  they  are  to  study 
unemployment  they  must  associate  with  the 
bond  fide  unemployed.  As  to  the  proposal 
that  the  Inter-State  Commissi<Ki  shall  ar- 
range for  uniform  conditions  of  industry,  or, 
in  other  words,  abolish  unfair  crmpetition. 
I  would  remind  the  House' that  there  are 
two  ways  bv  which  that  may  be  done.  In 
the  first  place,  the  rates  of  wages  paid 
throughout  the  Commonwealth  may  Ix"  re- 
duced to  the  level  of  the  lowest  prevailing 
in  any  one  State,  or  they  mav  be  raised  to 
the  highest  standard  observer!  in  any  Stale. 
I  do  not  think  that  the  Government  are 
likely  to  select  as  members  of  the  Commit- 
aon  men  who  ?^iI,L&!,@^le> 
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wages ;  on  the  contrary,  I  think  that  they 
will  select  those  who  are  prepared  to  bring 
about  a  reduction  of  wages.  The  Inter- 
State  Commission  is  also  to  conduct  an  agri- 
cultural bureau  and  to  deal  with  immi- 
grants. In  short,  so  many  duties  are  to  be 
intrusted  to  it  that  scarcely  anything  will 
be  left  for  the  attention  of  this  Parliament. 
On  the  face  of  it,  the  proposal  is  an  ill- 
considered  and  ridiculous  one.  When  the 
appointment  of  an  Inter-State  Commission 
was  originally  suggested,  the  intention  was 
that  it  should  consist  of  three  men,  but  it 
would  be  impossible  to  find  three  men  cap- 
able of  dealing  with  all  the  questions  which 
it  is  now  proposed  to  refer  to  it. 
The  Prime  Minister  did  not  explain 
how  all  this  work  was  to  l)e  done 
by  the  Commission ;  he  simply  read 
the  Ministerial  proposals  and  proceeded  to 
divert  attention  to  the  proposition  of  the 
Labour  Government,  that  the  Constitution 
should  be  so  amended  as  to  give  the  Com- 
monwealth Parliament  power  to  deal  with 
industrial  matters.  It  was  certainly  net 
our  intention,  as  suggested  by  the  h<xiorable 
monber  for  Ballarat,  to  take  steps  to  secure 
absolute  Cmnmonwealth  control  of  all  in- 
dustrial matters.  We  proposed,  not  that 
the  States  should  be  stripped  of  their  exist- 
ing powers  in  regard  to  industry,  but  that 
steps  should  be  taken  to  enable  industrial 
matters  to  be  dealt  with  under  a  Federal 
system  of  arbitration,  which  would  not  in- 
terfere with  any  State  system  which  was 
working  smoothly.  The  present  Go\'ern- 
raent.  however,  propose  the  creation  of  one 
central  body  to  attend  to  all  these  great 
questions.  I  defy  any  one  to  prove  that 
the  scheme  is  workable..  It  means  a  cum- 
brous central  organization  having  numerous 
branches,  which  must  add  enormously 
to  the  cost  of  administration.  That 
I  dare  say  is  the  reason  why  we 
find  in  the  Ministerial  statement  no  je- 
ference  to  economy  of  administration.  The 
Government  know  that  by  providing  all 
these  billets  for  their  friends  they  must 
add  materially  to  the  cost  of  administration. 
The  party  on  the  Government  benches  can- 
not be  correctly  described  as  a  Coalition,  be- 
cause it  really  comprises  many  parties.  It 
is  a  mixture  of  individualistic  units,  no  two 
members  of  which  are  in  agreement  on  any 
one  topic.  Having  thrown  over-board  Pro- 
tection as  the  chief  bone  of  contention  among 
them,  they  have  spread  over  the  Ministerial 
statement  a  mass  of  proposals  so  stated  that 
it  is  impossible  to  underhand  what  they 


mean.  I  propose  now  to  show  who  are  be- 
hind and  actually  controlling  the  Govern- 
ment. We  find  sitting  behind  the  Prime  Min- 
ister the  honorable  member  for  Flinders, 
and  I  shall  indicate  what  reascxi  there  is  for 
tie  working  classes  to  hope  for  any  con- 
sideration at  the  hands  of  such  a  Ministry. 
They  have  thrown  over  the  new  Protection, 
and  abandoned  any  desire  to  protect  the 
consimier.  The  commercial  classes  can  form 
any  cwnbine  they  like,  because  the  Govern- 
ment are  backed  up  by  the  Employers' 
Federation.  No  sooner  did  we  carry  out 
our  promise  to  the  manufacturers  to  guaran- 
tee them  the  Australian  market  on  addi- 
tion that  they  paid  decent  wages,  than  they 
took  actifxi  in  the  l<aw  Courts,  and  upset 
the  Excise  providcms.  This  Government  is 
a  Government  to  aid  monopoly.  It  was  put 
into  power,  and  is  supported  bv  monopo- 
lists, and  it  is  appealing  to  the  monopolists 
to  return  it  again  at  the  next  electicwi.  The 
big  land  monopolists  are  already  planking 
down  their  hundreds  to  insure  the  return  of 
those  who  are  opposed  to  this  party,  which 
is  now  the  only  Democratic  party  in  the 
House.  There  used  to  be  other  honorable 
members  with  Democratic  tendencies,  but 
they  have  sold  themselves,  and  are  now 
in  the  heart  of  the  enemv's  camp.  Our 
experience  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Flinders  in  Victoria  is  widely  known.  One 
action  of  his— the  introduction  of  the  Coer- 
cion Act — will  live  for  ever  in  the  memories 
of  the  people  of  Australia.  That  was  one 
of  the  most  autocratic  measures  ever  intro- 
duced. In  fact,  it  had  no  parallel  in  the 
world.  Can  the  man  who  could  conceive 
of  bringing  in  that  measure  be  any  fxiend 
to  labour?  I  can  give  other  instances. 
There  used  to  be  a  very  good  Factories  Act 
in  Victoria  providing  for  Wages  Boards. 
When  the  honorable  member  for  Flinders 
was  Premier  of  Victoria,  he  destroyed  the 
value  of  that  part  of  the  Act.  A  Wages 
Board  conasted  of  five  representatives  of 
each  side,  with  an  independent  chairman, 
and  a  simple  majority  used  to  decide  the 
question.  That  did  not  suit  the  honorable 
member.  He  introduced  a  provision  requir- 
ing a  seven-tenths  majority,  so  that  the  em- 
plovers  had  to  gain  over  two  of  the  em- 
pIoy&,  or  the  employes  to  win  over  two  of 
the  employers.  Honorable  members  know 
the  position  in  which  emplov^i  on  Wages 
Boards  have  been  placed.  Many  of  them 
hive  lost  their  jobs,  and  been  boycotted  for 
their  actions  on  Wages  Boards,  so  that  the 
effect  of  that  provision  can  be  realized. 
Then  the  hon(^^l|,l|_^  ^mg^^gfet^^ 
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Appeal  Court  from  the  decision  of  Wages 
Boards,  so  that  the  lawyers  could  come  in 
and  ruin  the  uniong  with  their  heavy  costs. 
He  introduced  also  the  "reputable  «n- 
ployer"  standard,  admittedlv  a  difficult 
thing  to  interpret.  In  one  instance  in  Mel- 
bourne,  where  a  miserable  sweating  wage 
was  paid,  the  only  "reputable  employer" 
that  could  be  found  was  one  who  paid  what 
was  acknowledged  to  be  a  very  low  wage, 
but  under  the  law  introduced  by  the  hcmor- 
able  member  for  Flinders,  he  had  to  be 
taken  as  the  standard.  Of  course,  as  a  re- 
presentative and  agent  of  employers,  that 
was  the  verv  kind  of  thing  aimed  at  by  the 
honoraMe  m«nber.  One  of  the  most  out- 
rageous provisions,  however,  was  that  there 
should  be  absolutely  no  limitation  of  ap- 
prentices. Every  one  who  has  studied  in- 
dustrial questions  knows  that  there  -nust  bo 
some  limitation,  because  without  it  manv 
emplovers  would  do  all  their  work  with  boy 
labour,  the  Australinn  youths,  fresh  from 
school,  being  very  quick  and  intellifrent,  and 
soon  earning  very  fair  wages.  Under  thst 
s)'stem,  the  apprentices  do  not  get  their 
training,  as  they  ought  to  get  it,  from 
proper  expert  workmen. 

Mr.  Tudor. — In  one  factory  in  Mel- 
bourne to-day,  in  the  boot  trade,  one  de- 
partment has  twelve  apprentices  to  one  man. 

Mr.  SPENCE. — The  honorable  member 
for  Flinders  took  great  care  to  have  no  legal 
HmitaticKi  of  apprentices,  and  then,  lest 
there  should  be  reasonable  conditions  in 
coimtry  districts,  he  knocked  out  the  pro- 
vision that  the  Act  should  apply  to  shires, 
and  so  confined  its  operation  to  the  metro- 
politan districts.  Now  let  us  turn  to  the 
honorable  member  for  Fawkner's  record. 
He  is  reported  as  follows — 

Oo  behalf  of  the  members  of  the  Federa- 
tion, he  could  sav  ^^^^  though  they  under- 
stood that  the  present  Wages  Boards  had  miti- 
gated sweating  in  certain  trades  where  women 
were  largely  employed,  they  did  not  believe  in 
the  principle  of  wages  being  fixed  by  Act  of 
Parliament,  &nd  only  accepted  the  Wages 
Boards  as  the  lesser  evil  of  several  proposed 
panaceas  for  the  settlement  of  industrial  strife. 

That  is  to  say,  the  employers  would  not 
have  any  of  these  things,  but  would  go  on  re- 
joicing in  sweating  their  fellow  men,  if  thev 
were  allowed  to  do  so.    Iri  fact,  they  would 
continue  to  introduce  into  their  businesses 
practices  to  which,  in  other  circumstances, 
they  would  not  subject  their  fellow  men. 
In  this  connexion,  I  would  like  to  emphasize 
—  an  important  fact.    You  will  have  noticed, 
r,  that  in  all  the  laws  governing  mankind, 
^iWduals  are  dealt  with  and  punished  for 


any  breach  of  them,  but  it  is  different  in 
the  case  of  companies,  or  corporations,  as 
the  Americans  call  them.  If  ewr  we  de.i! 
with  the  CcHnpanies  Act,  this  is  a  point  that 
should  be  remembered.  When  a  board  of 
directors  governing  the  affairs  of  a  com- 
pany— and  nearly  all  business  is  now  car- 
ried on  by  companies  -meet  together,  thev 
do  things  as  a  Board  that  would  be  posi- 
tively revolting  to  their  manhood  as  indi- 
viduals. They  will  say,  as  a  Board,  "  We 
are  sorry  to  have  to  do  this,  but  the  share- 
holders expect  it.  We  are  here  to  make 
this  business  pay."  Then  thev  treat  their 
workmen  and  others  in  a  way  that  no  indi- 
vidual employer  would  be  guiltv  of.  In 
short,  under  the  OHnpany  system,  a  new 
kind  of  ethics  has  been  introduced.  So 
organizations  such  as  the  Employers'  Union 
take  up  an  attitude  collecti\¥lv  which  as  in- 
dividuals they  could  not  justify.  Thev  are 
opposed  to  everything  that  will  imprm-e  the 
conditions  of  the  workers.  They  are  op- 
posed to  industrial  peace,  unless  they  can 
secure  it  by  freedorn  of  contract.  The 
honorable  member  for  Fawkner  sits  be- 
hind the  Government,  and  lias  considerable 
influence  with  them.  His  views  are  in 
keeping  with  the  statement  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  the  other 
day,  that  he  was  against  a  reduction  of  the 
working  hours  below  forty-eight  per  week. 
They  would  not  favour  fortv-eight  hours  if 
they  could  get  a  lot  more.  When  the  build- 
ing trades  of  Melbourne  had  a  strike  to 
secure  a  forty-four  hours  week,  and  when 
their  demand  was  about  to  be  conceded,  the 
Employers'  Federation  intervened  and  co- 
eixxd  the  builders  to  refuse  it.  Their 
secretary,  Mr.  Walpole,  said  that  while 
forty-four  hours  was  reasraiable  for  that 
industry,  they  would  have  to  gi^e  way  on 
other  things  if  they  gave  way  on  that. 
That  is  the  attitude  of  the  body  which  now 
governs  the  Government,  and  whose  guid- 
ing hand  the  Government  must  obey.  If 
they  do  not,  they  will  be  put  out.  and  some 
more  confidential  circulars  will  be  posted 
round  by  the  secretary  of  the  Emplovers' 
Federation  to  form  a  new  political  or- 
ganization. I  have  here  a  report  of  the  Inter- 
State  Conference  of  Employers'  Union.<:. 
from  which  I  propose  to  qtx>te  some  of  the 
resolutions,  but  I  wish  first  to  account  for 
the  striking  out  of  the  White  Australia 
plank  from  the  platform  that  the  honor- 
able m«nber  for  Ballarat  sulanitted  to  the 
country.  We  know  that  the  honorable 
member  for  Parkes  has  always  opposed  anv 
restriction  upon  g^j^Cgi^iggfen,  and 
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would  admit  all  the  coloured  races  of  the 
world  if  he  had  his  way.  One  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  present  Cabinet  was  for  many 
years  a  member  of  the  Black  Labour  party 
in  Queensland,  and  we  have  no  evidence 
that  he  has  changed  his  views.  The  Pre- 
sident of  that  Conference  said — 

We  are  importing  macbioery  from  America 
«nd  Great  Britain,  and  why  not  import  labour? 
I  do  not  care  whether  it  be  coloured  or  white. 
.  .  .  If  matters  had  becu  allowed  to  stand 
as  they  were  in  Queensland  under. proper  regu- 
lalioo  and  management,  a  great  benefit  would 
have  rcbulted  to  Australia  as  a  whole. 

Those  are  the  sentiments  of  the  gentle- 
man At  the  head  of  a  powerful  organiza- 
ti<Hi  represoitinf;  all  the  capitalists  and  em- 
ployers of  Australia — the  body  that  has 
be^n  the  principal  cause  of  every  bifi;  indus- 
trial disturbance,  from  the  maritime  strike 
in  1890,  which  it  engineered  and  organized, 
down  to  the  latest  trouble.  The  members 
of  that  body  said,  "  Hear,  hear  "  to  those 
sentiments  of  their  President.  They  were 
opposed  to  the  White  Australia  policy,  and 
would  like  to  bring  back  the  kanakas. 
Those  are  the  people  who  are  going  to 
frame  the  new  ProtecticHi  proposals  and  look 
after  the  interests  of  the  w<»king  classes. 
This  is  one  of  the  resolutions  passed  a.t  the 
Confereix« — 

That  the  Conference  urge  upon  all  employers 
«dJ  others  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Australia 
the  necessity  fox  the  maintenance  of  freedom 
of  contract. 

I'hat,  very  fittingly,  was  proposed  by  Mr. 
John  Darling,  and  heartily  approved  of  by 
ibe  Cmference.  Freedom  of  ccHitract  means 
■an  absolute  refusal  to  recognise  trades 
unions,  which  have  been  a  powerful  wea- 
pon in  the  hands  of  the  working  classes  to 
secure  justice.  Both  here  and  in  the  Old 
World  they  have  done  a  great  deal  to  im- 
prove the  lot  of  the  workers.  If  that  body 
of  employers  had  their  way,  there  would  be 
no  workers'  organizations,  and  no  collec- 
tive bargaining,  but  everybody  would  have 
to  take  what  the  employer  offered  him,  and 
be  civil.  X  cannot  understand  how  any 
ii:an  could  ha\-e  the  courage  to  stand  up  in 
any  public  gathering  and  openly  oppose 
tlte  improt  ement  of  the  lot  of  the  great  mass 
of  the  people  who  produce  the  wealth  of 
the  cotmtry,  and  upcm  whfxn  the  employers 
have  to  depend  for  their  living.  The  Con- 
ference also  opposed  the  White  Australia 
policy,  declaring  that  "the  present  Immi- 
gration Act  was  a  bar  to  the  progress  of 
the  Commonwealth,  and  hurtful  to  Im- 
perial sentiment."  They  also  declared 
[26] 


against  legalizing  the  eight  hours  day.  They 
have  always  been  opposed  to  any  shorten- 
ing of  the  hours  of  labour ;  but  I  have 
quoted  sufficient  to  show  their  attitude. 
That  is  the  body  whose  representatives  as- 
sisted the  Government  to  frame  their  new- 
Protection  proposals.  We  have  the  novel 
experience  of  a  millennial  period,  where  the 
secretary  of  the  Anti-Sweating  League,  who, 
according  to  newspaper  reports,  has  done 
a  great  deal  to  abolish  sweating,  is  doir.i- 
nated  by  the  Federated  Employers*  Union. 
The  honorable  member  may  shake  his  head 
when  I  say  he  is  dominated  by  them,  but 
they  are  the  power  behind  the  throne,  and  it 
is  to  them  that  he  will  have  to  look  for  sup- 
port, because  there  is  no  chance  of  honor- 
able members  on  the  Ministerial  side  being 
elected  unless  they  are  backed  up  by  the  re- 
actionary forces.  They  will  not  get  the 
votes  of  Labour  men  this  time  on  the  plea 
that  they  are  as  good  as  Labour  men. 

Mr.  Mauger.— We  shall  get  hundreds  of 
them. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— It  takes  a  good  deal 
to  enlighten  some  of  them,  and  make 
them  think,  but  the  volteface  in 
this  case  has  been  so  self-evident 
that  there  is  no  fear  of  the  result. 
I  strongly  condemn  the  action  taken  by 
the  Government  in  offering  a  line -of -battle- 
ship to  the  Imperial  authorities  without 
the  consent  of  this  Parliament.  Many 
things  may  be  justified  on  the  sorare  of 
urgency,  Init  that  excuse  cannot  be  pleaded 
in  this  instance,  because  Ministers  could 
ha\e  easily  waited  a  week  or  two  for  the 
reassembling  of  Parliament. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown. — Their  action  has 
been  apiwoved  all  over  the  country. 

Mr.  SPEXCE.— We  shall  find  out  later 
whether  that  is  so  or  not.  The  Govern- 
ment, without  consulting  Parliamait,  has 
pledged  the  country  to  an  expenditure  of 
^2,000,000.  I  claim  that  this  action  was 
not  justified  by  the  existence  of  a  great 
national  emergency,  and  that,  in  any  case, 
there  was  no  immediate  urgency.  I  do 
not  disregard  the  fact  that  Great  Britain 
is  diarged  with  the  defence  of  the  Im- 
perial shipping,  but  there  is  no  evidence 
that  another  great  nation  is  preparing  to 
make  an  attack  upon  us.  In  support  of 
that  statement  I  have  <»»  or  two  quota- 
tions to  read.  About  two  years  ago  a 
body  of  press  representatives  visited 
Germanv,  and  travellwi,  through  t|je 
country.'     One  Qfg*|^,(M©®^  Low, 
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afterwards  published  this  account  of  the 
manner  in  which  they  were  received  and 

treated — 

Great,  therefore,  was  our  surprise  to  discover 
that  we  were  being  made  the  objects  of  a  really 
striking  demonstration,  in  which  representatives 
of  all  classes  were  concerned.  The  occasion 
was  seized  to  show  ns,  and  through  us  our 
countrymen,  that  Germany  is  not  univer- 
ally  hostile  to  us,  as  some  English  and  some 
German  writers  contend ;  that,  on  the  contrary, 
tbc  most  influential  sections  of  its  population 
are  friendly;  that  the  fire-eaters,  who  are  stir- 
ring up  strife  and  bitterness  daily,  do  not  ex- 
press the  thoughts  and  wishes  of  the  vast  ma- 
jority of  Germans ;  and  that  these  latter,  so 
far  from  welcoming  the  project  of  a  quarrel 
with  England,  with  enthusiasm,  would  regard  it 
with  the  utmost  repugnance  and  dismay.  Ex- 
ceedingly to  our  astonishment,  we  found  that 
oui  tour  was  being  turned  into  a  sort  of 
triumphal  progress,  that  the  newspapers  were 
filling  their  columns  with  accounts  of  our  doings, 
and  firing  off  a  salvo  of  "  leaders"  in  our 
honour  at  each  of  the  towns  we  visited ;  that 
ceremonial  and  municipal  entertainments  were 
being  everywhere  prepared  for  us  on  a  scale 
of  lavish  magnificence;  and  more  than  all,  that 
we  were  receiving  gratifying  tokens  of  good- 
will, not  merely  from  those  we  met  at  ban- 
quets and  receptions,  but  from  those  we  en- 
countered in  the  streets  and  public  places.  We 
discerned  no  trace  of  coKlness  or  hostility  any- 
where ;  on  the  contrary,  smiles  and  cordial 
salutes,  and  hearty  handshakings  and  handker- 
chief wavings  were  our  portion  in  some  towns, 
and  politeness  and  amiable  interest  in  all.  That 
.these  tributes  could  be  due  in  the  smallest  de- 
gree to  any  personal  qualities  of  onr  own,  we 
could  not  be  vain  enough  to  imagine.  We  were 
made  much  of  because  we  were  supposed  to 
represent,  in  a  higher  degree  than  any  of  those 
other  British  commissions  or  delegations  which 
have  been  seen  in  Germany,  the  people  of 
Britain  as  a  whole.  The  Germans  said  to  us, 
as  pointedly  as  they  could  : — "  Go  home,  and 
tell  jour  readers  that  we  like  them,  that  wc 
want  them  to  be  friendly  to  us,  that  we  wish 
to  keep  friends  with  them,  whatever  they  may 
bear  to  the  contrary." 

That  shows  that  the  German  people  have 
no  desire  to  pro\*oke  such  a  serious  thing 
as  a  war  between  themselves  and  Greit 
Britain.  Then,  in  a  recent  issue  of  the 
Melbourne  Herald,  there  was  published  a 
statement,  alleged  to  have  been  made  by 
the  Kaiser  to  an  interviewer  from  the 
Shipping  Truth,  to  whom  the  Kaiser  said — 

You  English  make  the  one  big  mistake  of 
always  imagining  my  people  are  seeking  to 
spoil  your  trade  supremacy  on  the  seas.  All 
my  people  want  is  a  share  of  it— of  course, 
as  large  a  one  as  possible.  That  I  and  my 
people  are  sincerely  desirous  of  having  nothing 
but  the  amicable  relationship  with  the  English 
peoples  may  not  be  believed  in  your  country, 
but  we  are  used  to  be  misunderstood.  It  is 
strange,  and  a  source  of  great  regret  to  me 
that,  notwithstanding  my  protestations  and  the 
official  statements  of  my  Ministers,  it  should 
Mr,  S fence. 


still  be  possible  that  your  people  should  cherisb 
so  deeply  hostile  an  attitude  to  my  people  ia 
their  trade  relations. 

He  goes  on  to  say  that  the  shipping  com- 
petition accounts  for  a  good  deal  of  the 
feeling  between  the  two  countries.  Let 
me  also  quote  what  Senator  Sir  Josiah 
Symon  has  said  on  the  subject — 

1  was  in  England  during  the  progress  of  the 
naval  scare.  It  was  apparent  the  whole  busi- 
ness was  worked  up  for  party  purposes  by  the 
Tory  newspapers  and  Tory  opposition.  No  re- 
sponsible person  with  whom  I  spoke  doubted  the 
supremacy  of  the  British  Navy,  nor  is  it  doubtetf 
that  its  absolute  supremacy  is  essential.  That 
its  strength  must  be  maintained  is  unquestionable. 
Supremacy  of  the  sea  need  not  have  the  mean- 
ing which  some  German  extremists  could  inter- 
pret for  it.  But  it  does  mean  supreme  in  its 
power  to  defend  the  Empire,  and  resist  aggres- 
sion. It  does  not  mean  that  we  are  out  with  a 
broom  for  our  mastheads,  determined  to  sweep 
all  foreigners  oFT  the  surface  of  the  sea.  But  its 
significance  is  such  that  no  one  will  threaten  the 
integrity  of  the  Empire  with  impunity.  The 
question  of  the  immediate  construction  of  eight 
instead  of  four  Dreadnoughts,  irrespective  of 
whether  experts  did  or  did  not  advise  that  they 
were  necessary,  was  immediately  seized  upon 
for  parly  purposes,  in  my  opinion.  Whilst  will- 
ing that  Australia  should,  if  necessary,  give  not 
one,  but  a  dozen.  Dreadnoughts  (if  we  could),  I 
think  that  the  two  millions  or  more  that  a 
Dreadnought  would  cost  might  be  better  spent 
in  establishing  or  strengthening  our  own  naval 
forces  and  Imperial  defence  in  some  other  way, 
or  it  mipht  be  bv  largely  increasing  our  annual 
contributions  towards  the  cost  of  the  portion  of 
the  naw  more  immcdiatelv  concerned  in  the  de- 
fence of  these  shores,  A  little  while  back  it  was 
cabled  to  London  that  Mr.  Deakin  was  all  for 
a  Dreadnought  or  nothing.  Now  i(  would  serm 
that  he  is  for  a  Dreadnought  or  something  else. 

Since  then,  on  the  26th  June  last,  a  cable- 
gram has  been  published  in  our  newspapers- 
stating  that — 

Speaking  last  evening  at  the  National  Liberal 
Club,  Sir  Edward  Gray,  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs,  referred  to  Great  Britain's 
foreign  relations,  and  declared,  "  There  is 
nothing  under  discussion  by  Germany  and  Great 
Britain  that  is  likely  to  cause  difficulties." 

My  cMitention  is  that  there  was  no  justi- 
fication for  the  scare  in  the  Old  World, 
which  was  a  political  move,  just  as  hoe 
the  action  of  those  who  profess  to  regard 
the  matter  as  one  of  great  national  urgency 
was  a  mo\'e  to  strike  a  blow  at  the  La- 
bour party.  That  party,  howerer,  is  led 
by  a  man  who  kept  his  head  cool,  and 
who  had  taken  a  more  elTective  way  to 
defend  Australia  than  the  holding  of  big 
meetings.  A  list  of  the  names  of  those 
who  assembled  on  the  platform  at  the 
Sydney  Town  Hall  shows  that  the  meet- 
ing held  there  was  a  party  move.  The 
exciterpent  engen^f^  bp6jl?>^^l"e»s>«* 
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is  a  danger  to  the  welfare  of  the  country. 
When  the  present  Government,  without  the 
authority  of  Parliament,  offered  a  Dread- 
nought  to  the  Imperial  authorities,  it  got 
a.  rebuff,  being  told  as  plainly  as  it  could 
be  told  by  the  authorities  of  a  great  and 
dignified  nation,  speaking  to  the  represen- 
tatives of  an  important  part  of  the  Em- 
pire, "We  do  not  want  a  Dreadnought.*' 
They  accepted  in  its  stead  the  alternative 
[HX^osal,  nebulous  though  that  is.  Later 
on,  we  shall  probably  find  that  the  Bri- 
tish Admiralty  has  advised  us  to  spend 
our  monej-,  as  the  Fisher  Government  pro- 
posed to  do,  in  providing  for  our  local 
defence  by  buildjng  up  a  navy  here  to 
co-operate  with  the  British  Navy.  The 
Government  has  sent  a  gentleman  to  Eng- 
land to  represent  Australia  at  a  Conference 
which  the  -Fisher  Government  had  a  big 
band  in  bringing  about,  so  that  the  best 
arrangements  may  be  made  for  the  defence 
of  the  Empire.  Those  who  have  spoken 
about  the  disloyalty  of  the  Labour  party 
will  find,  when  they  ccrnie  to  analyze  the 
acts  of  the  Fisher  Giavernment,  that  we  are 
thoroughly  loyal,  and  that  in  that  Govern- 
ment we  had,  for  the  first  time  in  the 
history  of  the  Commonwealth,  Ministers 
possessing  the  courage  of  their  convictions. 

Mr.  WiLKs. — This  Parliament  will  never 
know  what  views  are  put  before  the  Ccm- 
ference.  Does  the  honorable  member  ap- 
prove of  politicians  being  sent  to  such  a 
Conf^ence  ? 

Mr.  SPEXCE.— I  do  not.  I  should  now 
like  to  read  the  following  quotation  from  a 
very  excellent  article  on  the  delusion  of 
militarism,  written  by  Dr.  JefFerstm,  in  the 
Atlantic  Monthly. — 

Like  many  other  diseases,  militarisra  is  con- 
tagious. One  nation  can  be  infected  by  another 
until  there  is  an  epidemic  round  the  world.  A 
parade  of  battleships  can  kindle  fires  in  the 
blood  of  even  peaceful  peoples,  and  increase 
naval  appropriations  in  a  dozen  lands.  Is  it 
possible,  some  one  asks,  for  a  world  to  become 
msane?  That  a  community  can  become  crazj^ 
was  proved  by  Salem,  in  the  days  of  the  witch- 
craft delusion ;  that  a  city  can  lose  its  head 
was  demonstrated  by  London,  at  the  time  of 
the  Gunpowder  Plot;  that  a  continent  can  be- 
come the  victim  of  an  hallucination  was  shown 
when  Europe  lost  its  desire  to  live,  and  waited 
for  the  end  of  the  world  in  the  year  looo. 
Why  should  it  be  cotmted  impregnable  that 
many  nations,  bound  together  by  steam  and 
electricity,  should  fall  under  the  spell  of  the 
delusion,  and  should  act  for  a  season  like  a 
man  who  has  gone  mad.  But  it  is  not  true 
•  tbmt  the  world  has  gone  mad.  The  masses  of 
men  are  sensible ;  but  at  present  the  nations 
are  in  the  clutches  of  the  militarists,  and  no 
way  of  escape  has  yet  been  discovered.  The 
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deliverance  will  come  as  soon  as  men  begin 
to  think  and  examine'the  sophistries  with  which 
militarism  has  flooded  the  world.  .  .  .  The 
militarists  are  peace-at-any-price  men.  They 
are  determined  to  have  peace  even  at  the  risk 
of  national  bankruptcy.  Everything  good  in 
Germany,  Italy,  Austria,  England  and  Russia 
is  held  Dack  by  the  confiscation  of  the  proceeds 
of  industry  carried  on  for  the  support  of  the 
Army  and  Navy. 

He  says  further — 

Much  has  been  written  about  the  horrors  of 
war;  the  time  has  come  to  write  of  the  horrors 
of  an  armed  peace ;  in  many  ways  it  is  more 
terrible  than  war.  War  is  soon  over  and  the 
wounds  healed.  An  armed  peace  goes  on  in- 
ilefinitely,  and  its  wounds  gape,  and  fester  and 
jKtison  all  the  air.  War  furnishes  opportunity 
for  men  to  be  brave ;  an  armed  peace  gives 
rise  to  interminable  gossip  about  imaginary  gob- 
lins and  dangers.  In  war,  nations  think  of 
principles,  ^ut  in  an  armed  peace,  the  mind 
is  preoccupied  exclusively  with  devising  ways 
o  f  increasing  the  efficiency  of  tiie  implements 
of  slaughter.  War  develops  men,  but  an  armed 
peace  rots  moral  fibre. 

These  are  only  shaxt  quotations  from  a 
very  excellent  article,  but  it  ^ws  the 
dangers  that  may  arise.  It  is  quite  true 
that  the  burden  of  these  armaments  on  the 
nations  of  the  world  is  becoming  terrific ; 
and  we  know  that  a  war  between  the  two 
great  nations  which  ha\e  been  mentioned 
would  be  a  terrible  catastrophe.  It  is 
recogrused  that  in  Prussia  the  people  are 
a  fighting  community,  and  that  they 
have  a  large  sum  hoarded  ready 
for  war,  and  it  is  also  true,  as 
the  Kaiser  is  alleged  to  have  said,  that 
great  capitalists  are  interested  in  such  a 
turn  of  events.  Under  the  circumstances, 
there  is  always  an  element  of  danger,  and 
we  on  this  side  of  the  world,  although  we 
are  a  peaceful  people,  and  have  dechired 
against  militarism,  must  be  prepared  not 
only  to  defend  our  own  shores,  but  to  as- 
sist in  the  defence  of  the  heart  of  the  Em- 
pire.  It  is  a  very  serious  thing  to  lend 
any  encouragement  to  the  excitement  pro- 
duced by  the  cry  of  war,  and  I  charge  the 
newspapers  with  attempting  to  raise  a  cry  of 
the  kind.  A  gift  of  ^£2,000,000  would  re- 
present an  enormous  burden  for  Australia, 
and  would  render  us  all  the  mne  helplera 
in  the  matter  of  defence  if  trouble  came. 
England  really  does  not  want  the  assistance 
ofTered,  because  there,  and  also  in  Japan, 
for  instance,  the  necessary  funds  can  be 
raised  by  means  of  an  income  tax,  and  we 
must  not  forget  that  to  build  a  vessel  of  the 
kind  here  would  cost  about  ids.  per  head 
of  the  population,  as  against  gd.  in  either 
of  those  countries.  Even  from. the  point 
of  view  of  sentusentadyUteBOm^fer  was 
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ill-advised.  We  ought  not  to  be  over- 
whelmed by  such  appeals  as  have  recently 
been  made,  and  which  may  lead  to  unjusti- 
fiable waste  of  human  life,  energy,  and 
treasure. 

Mr,  WiLKS. — The  honorable  member  is 
trying  to  work  up  excitement  now. 

Mr.  SPENCE. — I  am  astonished  to  find 
the  honorable  member  where  he  is.  His 
party  was  the  most  unanimous  in  the  House, 
and  I  am  surjuised  that  he  should  permit 
it  to  be  swallowed  up  by  the  nondescript 
crowd  OP  the  Ministerial  benches. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — I  can  go  alone,  whereas 
the  honorable  member  cannot. 

Mr.  SPENCE. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber ought  to  be  on  this  side  of  the 
House,  even  if  to  get  there  he  had  to 
swallow  the  new  I'rotection  policy.  Glanc- 
ing at  the  question  of  finance,  I  have  to 
point  out  that,  since  Federation,  there  has 
not  been  the  slightest  attempt  on  the  part 
of  the  States  to  curtail  wasteful  expendi- 
ture. New  South  Wales  has  been  more 
extravagant  than  ever.  The  indebtedness 
of  Australia  has  increased  in  that  time  by 
some  ^39.000,000 ;  and  yet  we  have  the 
Government  taking  its  guidance  from  Joshua 
Brothers,  organized  employers,  and  others 
responsible  for  this  state  of  affairs.  Several 
projwsals  have  been  mentioned  by  the  Go- 
vernment which  involve  borrowing,  although 
the  debt  of  Australia  is  enormous,  repre- 
senteti,  as  it  is,  by  State,  municipal,  and  pri- 
vate loans,  the  interest  for  all  of  which  has 
to  be  paid  by  the  Australian  worker,  using 
tho  wwd  in  its  iM^dest  sense.  In  addition 
to  tiie  Dreadnought  expraditure,  and  a  sug- 
gested loan  foi  postal  requireicentSr  we 
have  to  face  the  taking  over  of  the  Northern 
Territory,  and  the  building  of  a  transcon- 
tinental railway,  the  latter  of  which  is  esti- 
mated to  cost  about  j^4,ooo,ooo,  and  the 
former  000,000  or  ^(£^2,000, 000.  All 
these  proposals  appear  to  me  to  represent 
utter  recklessness  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — But  the  honorable 
member  was  in  favour  of  Budgets  embody- 
ing these  proposals. 

Mr.  SPENCE. — It  is  rot  a  question  of 
wl\at  I  am  in  favour  of  ;  what  I  object  to  is 
thf  throwing  awav  of  monev  in  order  to 
placiite  the  lionorable  member  for  Parra- 
niatt:i.  We  cannot  afford  to  throw  awav 
money  on  a  Dreadnought  which  is  not 
wanted,  and  1  charge  the  Government  with 
wilfully  breaking  through  all  constitutional 
methods  in  the  offer  they  have  made.  The 
lx:3t  thing  we  can  do  is,  to  a  large  extent. 


relieve  England  of  the  care  of  Australia  by 
preparing  for  our  own  defence. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — The  honorable  member  is 
boss  of  the  biggest  army  in  Australia  to- 
day— the  Australian  Workers'  Union  I 

Mr.  SPENCE.— And  they  will  be  found 
excellent  regiments  if  they  are  required  for 
the  defence  of  Australia.  But  these  men — 
and  they  number  44,000 — are  against  any 
expenditure  by  the  Government  on  a  Dread- 
nought in  the  way  proposed.  The  workers, 
too,  are  against  the  Governmoit ;  and  it  is 
certain  that  no  country  would  tolerate  an 
Administration  such  as  that  which  now 
presides  over  the  Commraiwealth.  While 
saying  that,  however,  I  am  not  at  all  sorry 
there  has  been  a  fusiwi  of  parties.  Over 
and  over  again  I  have  contended  that  there 
are  only  two  parties  in  both  States  and 
Commonwealth ;  and  that  fact  has  not  been 
lost  sight  of,  although  the  Labour  party 
worked  very  well  with  the  Deakin  Govern- 
ment in  an  alliance.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
this  fusion  is  about  the  best  thing  that  could 
happen  to  the  Labour  party.  I  have  been 
studying  the  history  of  that  party  .some- 
what in  detail  recently,  and  I  commend  that 
history  to  the  Prime  Minister  and  others 
who  have  declared  that  we  are  always  more 
antagonistic  to  those  with  whom  we  have 
been  in  alliance.  That  statement  is  not  true 
in  fact.  In  very  many  cases,  in  connexion 
with  both  Federal  and  State  politics,  La- 
bour organizations  have  granted  immunity 
to  those  working  with  Labour.  When  the 
Labour  party  in  the  Parliament  of  New 
South  Wales  held  the  balance  of  power, 
and  was  in  alliance  with  the  Reid  party 
in  1895,  it  did  not  oppose  the  Reidites. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — It  did  oppose  our 
men. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— No.  We  ran  b>gether 
on  the  great  question  of  fighting  the  Upper 
House  and  imposing  a  land  tax. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Still,  the  Labour 
party  opposed  our  men  at  that  election. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— Not  after  the  dissolu- 
tion. The  facts  show  that  our  party  has 
not  grown  so  vigorously  whilst  we  have 
been  working  in  alliance  with  others  as  it 
has  dcKie  when  we  have  been  in  direct  oppo- 
sition. In  1900  there  were  wily  67  Labour 
members  in  the  Legislative  Assemblies  of 
the  States,  which  at  that  time  had  a  total 
membership  of  428.  To-day,  however, 
with  a  total  membership  of  347  in  those 
Houses,  we  have  129  Labour  members.  Wtf 
started  in  New  South  Waifts  injffei  wi'l* 
36  members,  and  iSoitigiOiQ^  Vve<d£^^9^in  the 
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State  Legislatures.  In  this  Parliament  we 
have  worked  with  another  party,  but  at 
each  electicm  have  gained  on  all  others. 
Even  in  Federal  politics,  however,  we  have 
not  always  opposed  the  candidates  of  those 
in  alliance  with  us.  In'  the  Parliaments  of 
Australia  to-day,  we  have  a  total  of  184 
Labour  members,  and  we  have  nothing  to 
fear  as  a  party  frran  the  present  Coalition. 
It  has  led  to  a  clear  definitiwi  of  parties. 
Had  the  Fisher  Government  remained  in 
<^5ce  they  would  have  had  to  depend  upon 
the  support  of  soms  honorable  members  who 
are  a  very  uncertain  quantity.  The  whole 
political  history  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Ballarat.  for  instance,  shows  that  he  is 
always  restless  and  uncertain  when  not  in 
office.  Then,  again,  the  right  honorable 
member  for  Swan  is  never  happy  unless  in 
office.  One  can  well  understand  that,  since 
he  was  so  long  in  power  in  Western  Aus- 
tralia. The  love  of  crffice  grows  on  a  man, 
and  the  honorable  member  for  Ballarat  is 
no  sooner  out  of  crfBce  than  he  becomes  rest- 
less. That  being  so,  we  should  probably 
have  had  unsatisfactory  work  had  the 
Fisher  Government  ranained  in  power,  and 
called  upon  the  present  Prime  Minister 
and  some  of  his  followers  to  support  some 
of  the  advanced  legislation  embodied  in 
their  excellent  programme,  ^^embe^s  of  the 
late  Ministry  have  justice  on  their  side  in 
claiming  that  a  Government  should  be  de- 
posed only  on  the  ground  that  its  policy 
does  not  meet  with  the  approval  of  the 
country.  They  were  turned  out  of  office, 
however,  solelv  because  they  were  branded 
"  Labour."  Such  a  state  of  affairs  ought 
myt  to  exist. 

Mr.  Coon. — Why  did  the  Labour  party 
oust  the  Deakin  Government  from  office? 

Mr.  SPENCE.— Because  they  were  go- 
ing too  slowly.  The  i»esent  Government  is 
lilffily  to  be  ten  times  more  extravagant  than 
the  Deakin  Governmmt  was ;  but  it  is  evi- 
dent tiiat  it  cannot  last  Icmg.  No  party 
constituted  as  it  is  could  hope  to  have  a 
long  life.  It  is  all  very  well  to  say  that 
the  Coalition  means  a  permanent  fusion  of 
the  people,  but  the  people  themselves 
will  declare  against  it.  If  the  Govern- 
ment have  so  much  faith  in  the 
judgment  of  the  electors,  why  are 
they  not  prepared  to  go  before  them? 
When  they  asked  for  two  months'  Supply 
I  was  inclined  to  think  that  they  possibly 
entertained  the  idea  of  going  to  the  country 
without  delay,  but  in  due  time,  in  any 
event,  the  people  will  be  able  to  say  whether 


the  policy  of  the  late  Government  or  that 
put  forward  by  those  now  in  oiSce  is  best 
calculated  to  promote  the  well-being  of 
the  Commonwealth.  The  Ministry  propose 
to  sublet  a  great  deal  of  the  work  of  this 
Parliament  to  an  Inter-State  Commission, 
a  likely  member  of  which  is  the  honorable 
member  for  Parkes.  Imagine  that  honor- 
able member  being  called  upon  to  conduct  a 
Labour  bureau  !  He  is  an  individualist, 
and  is  absolutely  opposed  to  trade  unionism. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— He  has  always  been 
in  favour  of  trade  unionism. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— I  may  be  mistaken  as 
to  his  attitude  towards  trade  unims.  I 
do  not  wish  to  misrepresent  the  honorable 
member  for  Parkes,  but  I  know  that  he 
is  an  individualist,  and  is  opposed  to  the 
restriction  of  immigration.  Yet  he  is  a 
probable  member  of  the  Commission,  which 
is  to  conduct  a  Labour  bureau,  attend  to 
immigration  matters,  and  deal  with  anoma- 
lies in  the  Tariff.  The  honorable  member 
has  been  a  consistent  Free  Trader,  so  that 
the  Protectionists  know  what  to  expect  from 
him.  -Another  likely  member  of  the  Com- 
mission is  the  honorable  member  for 
Fawkner,  who  declares  for  freed(»n  of  con- 
tract. The  third  member  may  be  the  h(xi- 
orable  member  for  Flinders.  All  three 
are  able  men,  and  it  is  not  improbable  that 
they  will  be  appointed  to  deal  with  the 
enormous  volume  of  work  to  be  delegated 
to  the  Commission.  What  have  the  work- 
ing classes  to  expect  from  a  Commission 
so  constituted  ?  Those  who  think  that  they 
will  be  fooled  as  the  Government  would 
fool  them  make  a  mistake.  We  look  with 
the  utmost  confidence  to  the  time  when  we 
shall  be  able  to  make  an  appeal  to  the 
country.  As  to  the  business  to  be  put  be- 
fore us,  I  recognise  that  there  are  several 
non-party  measures,  such  as  the  Bill  to 
amend  the  Old-age  Pensions  Act,  which 
ought  to  be  dealt  with.  I  do  not  know 
whether  the  Government  will  ever  reach 
them,  for,  judging  by  the  remarks  of  stxne 
of  their  followers,  there  is  not  much  kiyalty 
amongst  them,  and  it  would  appear  that 
the  statement  of  the  Age  that  the  support 
of  the  Free  Traders  is  very  uncertain  is 
likely  to  prove  correct.  We  have  had  an 
indication  that  the  Government  intend  to 
deal  only  with  the  financial  question  this 
session,  and  that  they  will  merely  fill  in 
the  interval  between  now  and  the  date  of 
the  introduction  of  the  Budget  with  the 
consideration  of  a  few  non-party  measures. 
We  shall  be  able,  perhaps,  to  prevent  them 
from   doing  any   harm     The  Coalition 
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ccHnprises  men  who  have  vigorously  opposed 
and  "stone-walled"  some  of  the  good  legis- 
lation passed  by  this  Parliament,  and  we 
shall  see  now  whether  they  will  attempt 
to  undo  any  of  it.  If  they  do  they  will 
not  succeed  without  a  great  deal  of  trouble. 
I  do  not  wish  to  be  a  party  to  any  declara- 
tion of  warfare  regarding  ordinary  busi- 
ness, but  so  far  as  these  larger  questions 
are  concerned,  I  may  say  at  once  that  we 
do  not  intend  to  allow  any  changes  to  be 
made  until  the  country  has  had  an  oppor- 
tunity to  say  whether  or  not  they  are  de- 
sirable. After  the  next  general  election, 
we  shall  have  a  Labour  Government  once 
more  in  office.  For  the  first  time  in  the 
history  of  Australia  a  distinctly  Labour 
Administration  has  had  an  opportunity  to 
put  forward  a  Ministerial  programme,  and 
that  programme  differed  materially  from 
our  ordinary  fighting  platform,  which  com- 
jjrises  a  very  limited  number  of  planks  on 
which  our  party  is  pledged  to  act  and 
woi'k  together.  On  all  other  questions,  we 
are  free  to  vote  as  individuals.  The  late 
Government  did  their  work  as  ai.y  British 
Government  would.  They  met  in  Cabinet, 
and  framed  a  bold  and  more  truly 
national  policy  than  had  e\*er  been  put  be- 
fore the  people.  Although  we  had  had 
several  Governments,  consisting  of  the 
picked  men  of  the  States — men  of  long 
Rlinisterial  experience — and  had  passed 
seme  legislation  of  a  humanitarian  char- 
acter, it  remained  for  a  Labour  Govern- 
ment to  put  before  the  people  of  Australia 
the  boldest  and  mtBt  truly  national  policy 
that  had  ever  been  submitted  to  them.  We 
had  previously  in  power  a  Ministry  that 
declared  its  great  object  to  be  the  develop- 
ment of  Australian  industries,  yet  it  did 
nothing  to  establish  ship-buildtng  in  the 
C(»nmonwealth.  The  Prime  Minister  said 
that  fiscalism  was  onlv  lightly  touched  cm 
by  the  late  Administratis.  He  over- 
looked the  fact  that  the  Labour  Govern- 
ment had  not  only  declared  for  new  Pro- 
tection, but  that  the  Labour  party  generally 
had  shown  by  deeds,  not  words,  their  atti- 
tude towards  the  Tariff.  He  overlooked 
also  the  fact  that  during  the  recess  the 
Labour  Government  took  steps  for  the  con- 
struction of  our  own  little  navy  in  Aus- 
tralia. 

Sir  John  Forrest.— The  Labour  party 
ha^"e  no  fiscal  policy. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— We  have,  and  the  Pro- 
tectionist members  of  the  Coalition  cannot 
hope  to  carry  any  alteration  of  the  Tariff 
on  Protecti<»iist  lines  without  our  assist- 


ance.     Every    member    of    the  party 
formerly    led    by    the    right  honorable 
member    has    declared    himself  free 
from     any     pledge    in     that  regard. 
The  right  honorable  member  for  East  Syd- 
ney, who,  although  absent,  still  has  influ- 
ence, and  must  count  in  the  party,  has  de- 
clared that  the  agreement  does  not  affect 
the  individual  views  of  honorable  members. 
Judged  either  by  words  or  deeds,  the 
Fisher  Government  is  the  Government  that 
could  be  relied  upon,  and  the  Fisher  pro- 
gramme is  the  one  which  the  country  will 
adopt.     Tlie  miserable  policv  which  the 
present  Government  have  put  forward  is 
not  a  programme  at  all.    Thev  really  pro- 
pose to  sub-let  all  the  functions  of  the  Go- 
vernment ofi  the  Ccmmonwealth  to  the 
States  and  an  Inter-State  Commission.  They 
will  never  get  such  a  thing  carried,  and  in 
the  first  place  they  will  never  obtain  the 
consent  of  the  States  to  do  it.    It  would  be 
hopeless  to  ask  the  country  to  amend  the 
Constitution  in  the  way  that  the  Govern- 
ment suggest.    Xhey  must  reckon  with  the 
Labour  organizations,  which  will  put  up  a 
big  fight  all  over  Australia  against  any 
such  pulicy.     The  consumer  is  not  to  be 
])rovided  lor^  and  combines  and  trusts  are 
not  to  be  interfered  with.     There  is  no 
])roposal  to  meet  the  decision  of  the  High 
Court  that  questions  may  be  asked  under 
the  Industries  Preservation  Act,  but  that 
no  action  may  be  taken  afterwards  to  crush 
the  trusts.  The  Government  declares  against 
our  policy,  which  is  to  nationalize,  and  so 
put  an  end  to  any  injurious  monopoly.  It 
is  a  Government  which  backs  up  monopolies 
instead  of  interfering  with  them.     It  de- 
pends up<Hi  monopolists,  and  upon  all  the 
]}eopIe  who  ^re  against  imfwoving  the  lot  of 
the  masses.    They  are  against  touching  the 
big  land-owners.     Their -plea  is  that  the 
matter  should  be  left  to  the  States,  although 
they  know  as  well  as  we  do  that  the  States 
cannot  touch  the  land  monopoly  question, 
liecause  the  vested  interests  in  the  Upper 
Houses  are  too  strong.     The  Government 
will  not  propose  a  land  tax,  and  refuse  to 
touch  the  great  commercial  combines,  and 
yet  we  are  asked  to  put  our  faith  in  them. 
They  are  a  mired  team  of  men  with  conflict- 
ing views,  who  were  brought  together  only  at 
the  last  minute — actually  on  the  very  day 
the  House  met.     It  was  impossible  to  get 
tliem  together  before.     The  fusi(Xi  propo- 
sals were  pronounced  a  failure  after  all  the 
negotiations,  that  started  six  months  ago, 
and  it  was  only  by  the  powerful  influences 
behind  them  tha^i|fe^^gr@^^9§d^uiicnt 
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•came  into  existence  at  all.  Already  we  see 
that  they  do  not  look  a  happy  family. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown.  —  The  htmorable 
member  never  made  a  greater  mistake  in  his 

life. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— The  honorable  member 
for  Indi  knows  nothhif;  ateut  it.     He  is 
^bout  the  last  to  vhom  they  would  tell  any 
of  their  Cabinet  secrets,  so  that  we  need 
take  no  notice  of  him.     But  I  do  take 
notice  of  some  other  honorable  members, 
who  have  told  the  House  frankly  that  they 
iiave  not  been  swallowed  up  in  the  fusion, 
but  are  maintaining  their  own  views.  It 
is  on  those  utterances  that  I  base  my  con- 
tention that  Protection  and  the  new  Protec- 
tion have  been  sacrificed,  and  that  preferen- 
tial trade,  and,  in  fact,  everything  that  the 
honorable  member  for  Ballarat  submitted 
to  the  country  at  the  last  election  and  was 
returned  to  carry  out,  has  been  thrown  over- 
■iKjard.    Any  proposals  that  the  Government 
do  make  to  deal  mth  the  big  interests  are 
useless.     Even  in  administration  thev  be- 
gan with  an  act  upon  which  they  stand  con- 
demned.    It  was  injurious  to  the  welfare 
of  Australia,  uncalled  for,  and  wrong  in 
principle,  and  in  doing  it  they  have  weak- 
■ened  the  capacity  of  Australia  to  provide 
for  its  own  defence.     If  this  Government 
live  I  shall  have  another  opportunity  of 
dealing  with  a  number  of  other  matters, 
Avhile  if  they  go  out,  we  shall  forget  all 
about  them,  and  proceed  to  do  sensible 
business  for  the  country.     If  we  succeed 
in  training  an  appeal  to  the  electors,  we 
shall  at  least  have  scxnebody  to  settle  the 
question,  and  we  need  not  waste  time  now 
upon  minor  details  of  the  Government 
policy,  with  which  a  great  deal  of  fault 
■could  be  found,  and  which  requires  a  great 
<]eal  more  explanation  than  we  have  yet 
had.     It  was  a  novel  experience  to  hear 
the  Leader  of  the  Government  reading  a 
-statement  of  policy  instead  of  making  a 
policy  speech,  and  then  making  a  light  and 
flippant  attack  on  the  party  who  are  now 
in  Oppositicm.  Both  the  honorable  member 
for  Lang  and  the  honorable  monber  for 
Corio  paid  a  great  deal  of  attention  to  the 
Labour  party.    That  was  an  admis^on  that 
they  feared  it  and  knew  its  strength,  vigour, 
and  organization.    Those  attacks  are  meant 
only  to  divert  attention  from  their  own  mis- 
takes, to  use  a  very  mild  term,  or  their  own 
wrc«ig-doing  in  sacrificing  principles  in  order 
to  come  together  with  no  other  object  than 
to  defeat  labour.    We  know  why  that  was 
done.    It  was  to  help  on  the  reactionaries. 
There  seems  always  to  come  a  time  when 


the  Twy  reactionaries  get  into  power  for  a 
limited  period.  It  gives  them  a  chance  of 
showing  how  unfitted  they  are  to  carry  on 
the  Government.  All  history  shows  that  the 
capitalistic  section  of  the  community  is  the 
most  unsuited  of  all  for  that  task.  The 
members  of  it  have  a  great  conceit  of  them- 
selves. They  think  that  no  one  can  govern 
the  country  like  them,  but  they  are  the  most 
costly  and  inefficient  crowd  that  can  be 
found  to  conduct  either  public  or  private 
undertakings.  Whenever  Labour  has  had 
a  chance  to  manage  affairs,  it  has  shown  a 
great  capacity  for  economic  government  and 
business  organization.  In  neither  of  the 
cases  where  we  have  had  the  opportunity  of 
conducting  the  government  of  Australia  has 
any  fault  been  found  with  our  administra- 
tion, and  the  Ministerial  policv  which  the 
Fisher  Government  was  allowed  to  put  for- 
ward has  been  more  acclaimed  bv  the  people 
than  has  the  programme  put  forward  by 
anv  other  Government. 

Mr.  SAMPSON  (Wimmera)  [6.3].— I 
congratulate  the  honorable  member  for 
Darling  on  the  temperate  way  in  which  he 
has  put  his  views  before  the  House.  It 
was  at  least  refreshing  after  the  screaming 
we  have  had  from  the  members  of  the  late 
Government  because  of  their  defeat.  No- 
thing is  so  calculated  to  destroy  the  in- 
fluence of  the  Labour  party  as  the  un- 
gracious way  in  which  they  went  out  of 
<^ce.  I  did  think  that,  knowing  that  they 
had  not  a  majority,  they  would  take  a  les- 
son fnxn  the  action  of  the  present  Prime 
Minister  when  they  displaced  his  previous 
Government.  When  their  time  came  to  be 
told  that  they  must  cross  to  the  Oppositicm 
benches,  I  ^pected  that  they  would  take 
their  defeat  graciously,  but  they  did  not. 
They  have  been  complaining  ever  since. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — Are  honorable  mem- 
bers opposite  taking  their  fusion  gra- 
ciously ? 

Mr.  SAMPSON.— The  fusion  falls  in 
admirably  with  my  views  as  previously  ex- 
pressed from  the  indepaident  benches,  and 
with  the  pledges  I  gave  to  my  electors. 
Protection  has  been  cited  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Darling  as  one  of  the  main 
questions  endangered  by  the  fusion,  but  it 
may  be  news  to  the  htMiorable  member  that 
the  majority  of  the  members  of  the  fused 
party  voted  for  more  effective  Protection 
than  the  Labour  party  did  as  a  whole. 

Mr.  Watkins. — That  is  absolutely  in- 
correct. 

Mr.  SAMPSON.— The  onus  of  disprov- 
ing  it  lies  withD^iseiint^rje^iQglgTOtection 
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is  safer  in  the  hands  of  this  side  of  the 
House  than  in  the  hands  of  hcmorable  mem- 
bers opposite.  Instead  of  complaining  be- 
cause they  were  put  out  of  office ;  instead  of 
asserting  that  the  Prime  MinistCT  has  de- 
serted his  principles — ^and  that,  of  course,  is 
incorrect — the  Labour  party  should  consider 
themselves  under  a  debt  of  gratitude  to  him 
as  a  great  -party  leader,  for  giving  them  an 
opportunity  to  participate  in  passing  legis- 
lation which  has  been  to  the  advantage  of 
Australia. 

Mr.  Watkins. — And  i#hich  the  honw:- 
able  member  opposed. 

Mr.  SAMPSON.— I  voted  for  the  legis- 
lation which  appeared  to  me,  as  an  inde- 
pendent member,  to  be  best  for  the  people. 
While  the  Labour  party  were  backing  up 
the  Prime  Minister,  and  helping  him  to 
pass  whut,  in  some  cases,  was  useful  legis- 
lation, they  had  a  say  in  shaping  the  des- 
tinies of  Australia.  While  they  were  in 
office  themselves  they  had  an  opportunity  to 
misuse  some  of  their  administrative  pri- 
vileges and  powers.  But  now  that  thev  are 
lelegated,  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of 
the  Federation,  to  the  cold  shades  of  Op- 
position, they  find  themselves  powerless. 
Probably  that  accounts  for  all  their  com- 
plaints. They  occupy  now  the  position 
which  as  a  minority  in  the  House  they 
should  occupy.  The  essential  differences 
between  the  policy  of  the  present  Govern- 
ment and  that  of  the  Labour  party  cOTisist 
of  the  latter's  schemes  of  nationalization 
and  the  proposed  imposition  of  a  land  tax. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — And  new  Protection. 

Mr.  SAMPSON.— There  is  a  common- 
sense  proposal  for  new  Protection  in  the 
Government  programme.  It  will  leave  the 
State  tribimals,  which  are  in  close  touch 
with  the  ccnnmercial  elements,  free  to  fix  the 
rates  of  wages  within  their  respective 
States.  The  Wages  Boards,  being  ocHnposed 
of  equal  ntmibers  of  employes  and  em- 
ployers, are  expert  tribunals.  I  have  al- 
ways recognised,  however,  that  there  is  a 
difficulty  in  having  distinct  tribunals  fixing 
wages  in  different  States,  and  that  this 
might  give  rise  to  variations  in  the  standard 
of  wages.  It  is,  therefore,  necessary  to 
have  scMne  Court  or  body  of  appeal  from 
the  decisions  of  the  State  tribunals,  in  order 
that  the  wage  standards  might  be  harmon- 
ised, that  one  State  should  not  gain  an  ad- 
vantage in  manufacturing  over  the  others, 
and  that  the  conditicms  might  be  as  far  as 
possible  standardized.  The  Government  pro- 
pose that  appeals  may  6e  made  to  the  Inter- 


State  Commission,  where  an(»nalies  exist 
in  the  determinations  of  the  State  Wages- 
Boards,  in  order  that  justice  may  be  meted 
out  to  ail  the  States.  I  ^all  not  discuss 
the  Labour  party's  impracticable  prtqxsals 
fen-  the  nati«ializati<m  of  industries.  I  ad- 
mit that  they  have  added  a  number  of  prac- 
tical planks  to  their  policy,  borrowed 
from  the  Liberal  party.  They  thought 
that  by  doing  this  they  could  make 
an  eff ect i  ve  a  ppea  1  to  the  practica  1 1  y  - 
minded  in  the  community.  The  national- 
ization of  monopolies  really  means  the 
nationalization  of  every  private  enterprise. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — What  practical  legisla- 
tion has  the  party  to  which  the  hcmorable 
member  belongs  brought  forward? 

Mr.  SAMPSON.— The  Liberal  leader 
is  responsible  for  most  of  the  practical  legis- 
lation on  our  statute-book.  The  Labour 
party  cannot  do  more  than  claim  credit  for 
supporting  his  proposals;  it  cannot  claim 
them  as  its  policy.  The  land  tax  proposals 
of  the  party  are  double-barrelled.  It  is  in- 
tended, by  means  of  a  land  tax,  to  aim  first 
at  the  large  estates,  bursting  them  up,  and. 
secondly,  at  an  increase  of  revenue.  To 
effectively  burst  up  the  large  estates,  the 
proposed  tax  must  confiscate  existing  values 
to  some  extent.  Therefore,  the  Labour 
party's  proposal  is  confiscatOTy.  While  the 
main  object  is  to  burst  up  the  large  estates, 
the  tax  is  spoken  of  also  as  a  means  for 
raising  revenue  for  the  carrying  out  of  the 
defence  and  other  proposals  mentiwied  by 
the  hcmorable  meml«r  for  Wide  Bay  in  his 
Gympie  speech.  In  October  last,  the  pre- 
sent Minister  of  Defence  quoted  a  speech 
delivered  by  the  ex-Leader  of  the  Labour 
party,  the  honorable  member  for  South 
Sydney,  in  which  that  gentleman  said  that 
the  party  had  pledged  itself  to  an  exemption 
of  ;^5»ooo  on  the  unimproved  capital  value 
of  land,  and  that  the  tax  should  not  ex- 
ceed 4d.  in  the  j£i.  He  declared  its  main 
object  to  be  the  bursting  up  of  large  estates, 
and  said  that  it  was  of  little  moment  if  the 
small  man  escaped  at  the  time  by  reason  of 
the  fact  that  estates  of  less  than  ^5,000  in 
values  would  be  exempt.  The  honorable 
member  for  New  England  has  also  been 
very  fiank  on  the  point,  advocating  a  pro- 
gressive land  tax,  with  an  exemption  of 
;^5,ooo,  with  the  object,  first  and  foremost, 
of  compelling  owners  to  sell,  to  give  oppor- 
tunities for  closer  settlement.  The  honcff- 
able  member  for  Werriwa  said  last  session 
that  the  Labour  party  proposed  a  land  tax 
"  not  for  the  purpose  of  raising  revenue, 
but  to  promote  la^d.^^Ieg^^^gl^  said 
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that  if  the  tax  brought  in  revenue,  it  would 
not  be  effective  for  the  purposes  of  the 
party.  Senator  Givens  has  said  that  the 
incentive  to  the  advocacy  of  a  land  tax  is 
the  desire  to  abolish  "  the  blighting  curse  of 
landlordism."  Similar  sentiments  have 
been  uttered  by  other  members  of  the 
Labour  party.  These  references  show  that 
the  first  object  of  the  tax  is  to  burst  up  the 
large  estates.  The  Leader  of  the  Labour 
party  was  also  probably  driven  to  put  for- 
ward a  progressive  land  tax  by  the  need  of 
finding  revenue  for  the  proposals  which  he 
menticmed  at  Gympie. 

Mr.  Crouch. — The  imposition  of  land 
taxation  was  determined  upon  at  the,  Bris- 
bane Labour  Conference,  so  that  the 
Leader  of  the  Labour  party  had  to  do  this. 

Mr.  SAMPSON.— Yes;  but  be  proposed 
it  as  a  means  of  direct  taxation,  as  well  as 
a  means  for  bursting  up  large  estates.  The 
honorable  member  for  Corio  has  shown  that 
;£i,7oo,oooof  revenue  would  be  needed  to 
give  effect  to  the  policy  of  the  Fisher  Go- 
vernment. 1  consider  that  a  progressive 
land  tax,  as  a  means  of  promoting  settle- 
ment, and  raising  revenue,  is  do^ed  to 
failure.  The  figures  of  the  Common- 
wealth Statistician  are  difficult  to  follow, 
because  the  States  have  each  their  own 
method  of  compiling  statistics,  which 
prevents  the  making  of  exact  com- 
parisons. But  it  is  possible  to  estimate 
approximately  the  pr<^able  revenue  from 
taxation  such  as  that  proposed  by  the 
Labour  party.  In  Australia,  126,000,000 
acres  have  been  alienated,  or  are  now  in 
course  of  alienation.  Of  this  area, 
50,000,000  acres  are  situated  in  New  South 
Wales,  26,000,000  acres  in  Victtwia,  and 
the  balance  in  the  other  four  States.  For 
the  purposes  of  my  calculation,  I  have  ex- 
empted Victorian  estates  of  less  than  2,500 
acres,  and  estates  in  New  South  Wales  ot 
less  than  3,000  acres. 

Mr.  Chanter. — ^Are  there  not  in  Victoria 
many  estates  containing  2,500  acres  that 
are  worth  ;^s,ooo? 

Mr.  SAMPSON.— Of  course,  there  are 
some.  The  honorable  member  can  make 
his  own  estimate  of  the  number  'which 
would  be  exempt  under  the  proposals  of 
the  Labour  party.  Taking  imimproved 
values  as  a  basis,  there  are  picked  estates 
in  New  South  Wales,  VictOTia,  and  Tas- 
mania of  less  than  2,000  acres  each,  whic^ 
are  certainly  worth  ;^5,ooo.  But  in  a 
calculation  affecting  the  whole  Common- 
wealth they  are  not  very  numerous.  If 


honorable  m«nbers  opposite  question  my 
figures,  let  them  work  out  some  scheme  of 
their  own. 

l\Ir.  Mahon. — The  hcxiorable  member's 
figures  are  fictitious. 

Mr.  SAMPSON.— They  are  those  of 
the  Comm<Miwealth  Statistician. 

Mr.  Mahon. — He  has  given  none. 

Mr.  SAMPSON.— Then  the  honorable 
member  has  not  read  his  book. 

Mr.  Mahon. — I  lead  it  before  it  was 
published. 

Mr.  SAMPSON.— Altogether  there  is  a 
taxable  area  of  73,000,000  acres,  held  by 
4>3°$  persons,  the  average  holding  Being 
nLout  16,000  acres.  Of  this  area  about 
33,000,000  acres  are  in  New  South  Wales, 
and  7,000,000  acres  in  Victoria. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — What  is  the  acreage 
of  Melbourne,  and  what  is  it  worth  ? 

Mr.  SAMPSON.— Nearly  all  the  allot- 
ments which  go  to  make  up  the  Melbourne 
metropolitan  area  are  much  below  ;£s,ooo 
in  value.  In  New  South  Wales  some- 
thing over  j^340,ooo  per  annum  is  ob- 
tained from  land  value  taxation  on 
50,000,000  acres.  Taking  the  New  South 
Wales  method  of  valuation,  after  deduct- 
ing the  exemption  of  that  State,  the 
73,000,000  acres  to  which  I  have  referred 
may  be  said  to  be  worth        an  acre. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — In  New  South  Wales  land 
worth  less  than  £^40  is  exempt  from 
taxation. 

Mr.  SAMPSON.— It  must  be  remem- 
bered, in  criticising  my  figures,  that  there 
are  immense  areas  in  the  interior  of 
Queensland  and  Western  Australia  whose 
unimproved  value  is  very  little.  In  putting 
the  average  value  of  the  alienated  lands 
of  Australia  at  £2  per  acre  I  am  prob- 
ably going  beyond  the  mark.  However, 
I  calculate  the  total  value  to  be  about 

1 50,000,000.  If  from  that  the  exemp- 
tions are  deducted — and  they  total  about 
;^2i,ooo,ooo — there  is  left  -^129,000,000. 
Taxation  on  that,  at  an  average  rate  of 
i^d.  in  the  pound,  would  produce  about 
three-quarters  of  a  million.  Therefore,  the 
proposed  land  taxation  would  not  raise 
half  the  amount  required  to  carry  out  the 
Gvmpie  txjlicv. 

Mr.  Watk'ins.— The  New  South  Wales 
tax,  which  is  only  id.  in  the  pound,  used 
to  bring  in  nearly  as  much  revenue  as  the 
honorable  member  calculates  would  be  re- 
cei\'ed  from  a  Commtxiwealth  tax. 

Mr.  SAMPSON.— This  year  the  New 

^''200,0^0!^''  "'^"^^^g^ 
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Mr.  Watkins. — There  is  not  a  land 
tax  in  New  South  Wales  now. 

Mr.  Chakter. — The  levying  of  the  New 
South  Wales  land  tax  has  been  given  over 
by  the  Government  to  the  shires  and 
muntcipalities. 

Mr.  SAMPSON.— Last  year  the  New 
South  Wales  land  tax  returned  nearly 
200,000,  and  in  the  previous  year 
350,000,  before  exemption  in  the  case  of 
municipal  taxation  was  allowed.  The  Xew 
South  Wales  exemption  is  ^240,  while  that 
of  the  Labour  party  is  ^5,000.  Let  us 
now  consider  the  probable  efficacy  of  a  pro- 
gressive land  tax  as  a  means  for  bursling 
up  large  estates.  New  Zealand  is  always 
lieing  cited  as  an  example  of  the  good 
effects  which  follow  land  taxation.  It  has 
been  stated  over  and  over  again  that  the 
New  Zealand  land  tax  has  burst  up  the 
large  estntes  of  the  Dominion,  with 
the  result  that  settlement  has  in- 
creased by  leaps  and  bounds,  to 
the  great  prosperity  of  the  country. 
Let  us  now  see  what  New  Zealand  has 
done.  The  Dominicm  is  a  little  larger 
than  Victoria,  and,  therefore,  has  a  little 
more  land,  and  there  the  Government  levy 
a  tax  of  one  penny  in  the  pound,  with  an 
exemption  up  to  ^^500  in  value,  in  addi- 
tion to  a  progressive  land  tax  on  all  estates 
over  ;^5,ooo  in  value.  In  1904  there  were 
in  New  Zealand,  379  estates  of  over;^5,ooo 
in  value,  while  in  1908  there  were  415. 
In  Victoria  in  1904  there  were  309  estates 
of  over  _;^5,ooo  in  value,  and  in  1908  there 
were  231.  In  New  Zealand  in  1904,  there 
were  223  estates  of  over  10,000  acres  and 
under  20,000  acres,  and  in  1908  there  were 
248;  whereas  in  Victoria  in  1904,  there 
were  180  estates  of  such  dimensions,  as 
compared  with  118  estates  last  year.  In 
X908,  in  New  Zealand,  there  were  twice 
as  many  estates  as  in  Victoria,  of  5,000  to 
50,000  acres,  and  twenty  times  as  many 
estates  of  over  50,000  acres.  That  is  the 
lesson  we  have  to  learn  from  the  impontion 
of  a  land  tax  in  New  Zealand,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  bursting  up  large  estates.  In  New 
Zealand  there  is  a  progressive  land  tax, 
whereas  in  Victoria  there  is  not,  but  the 
fact  remains  that  Victoria  has  beaten  New 
Zealand  in  regard  to  the  bursting  up  of 
large  estates, 

Mr.  Hutchison. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber's figures  are  mixed  ;  where  did  he  get 

them? 

Mr.  SAMPSON.— The  figures  are  all 
published  in  the  Year-Book.  My  own  view 


is  that  a  progressive  land  tax  is  an  abso- 
lute failure,  so  far  as  concerns  the  settle- 
ment of  the  poorer  classes  of  the  people  cm 
the  land,  in  order  to  put  the  scnl  to  the 
best'  use. 

Mr.  HtrrCHisoN. — What  does  the  honor- 
able member  propose? 

Mr.  SAMPSON.— My  proposal  is  that 
the  State  should  come  in  and  purchase.  I 
have  one  or  two  examples  of  estates  isettled 
under  the  Closer  Settlement  Act,  and  of 
estates  that  hav'e  been  cut  up  and  sold  pri- 
vately in  Victoria.  Near  Hamilton  there  is 
an  estate  of  44,900  acres,  of  the  value  of 
_;^4i2,ooo,  which,  when  subdivided  pri- 
vately, resulted  in  thirty-six  new  people 
being  placed  on  the  land.  In  the  same 
district  there  is  another  estate  of  25,000 
acres,  of  the  value  of  ^^187, 000,  which, 
when  subdivided  under  the  Closer  Settle- 
.■nent  Act,  resulted  in  166  new  settlers. 

Sitting  suspended  from  6.30  to  7.45  p.m. 

Mr.  SAMPSON.— I  may  explain  that 
the  closer  settlement  policy  in  Victoria 
prevents  the  re-aggregation  of  the  estates, 
by  means  of  a  compulsory  residence  clause 
attaching  to  the  freehold.  In  the  case  of 
the  Government  subdivision  the  average 
acreage  per  homestead  is  154,  and  the 
av^age  value  of  the  estates  ^£1,126, 
whereas,  imder  private  subdivisum,  the 
a\-er!ige  acreage  per  homestead  is  1,247 
acres,  and  the  average  value  1,444. 
These  are  two  typical  instances  of  what  is 
going  <xi  all  over  the  country.  I  am  not 
prepared  to  say  that  the  policy  has  been 
put  into  operaticHi  in  real  earnest  in  any 
of  the  States;  and  I  think  that  there  is 
plenty  of  room  for  extension.  If  we  are 
to  settle  Australia  with  that  peculation 
necessary  to  defend  it,  and  develt^  that 
civilizati(Mi  we  lode  for,  we  must  deal  witti 
this  great  problem. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — ^That  system  has 
been  in  existence  for  many  years  in 
Western  Australia. 

Mr.  SAMPSON.— I  dare  say;  and  my 
only  complaint  is  that  the  States  Govern- 
ments have  not  adopted  the  system  exten- 
sively enough.  Of  the  ^^250,000,000 
borrowed  by  Australia,  seme  ]^z8o,ooo,ooo 
has  been  spent  in  the ,  construction  of  rail- 
ways; and  a  similar  amount  spent  in  the 
repurchase  of  land  for  settlement  purposes 
— though  I  am  not  advocating  any  such  ex- 
penditure at  present,  because  I  do  not  think 
it  is  necessary — could  nrt:,fail  toi  be  fol- 
lowed by  goaJ  i9|)ti||s.byC6tQ@i^te  I  am 
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(nerely  contrasting  railway  securities  with 
land  securities,  and  urging  that  subdivision 
of  estates,  at  moderate  rates,  could  in  no 
case  prove  a  mistake  on  the  part  of  the 
States.  The  proposal  for  a  land  tax  brings 
this  question  of  settlement  at  once  within 
the  arena  of  discusaon.  Under  the  Consti- 
tution we  have  to  deal  with  immigration ; 
nnd  it  is  necessary  that  the  important  ques- 
tion of  land  settlement  should  be  serioufly 
discussed  with  the  State  Governments,  in 
order  that  the  necessary  areas  shall  be 
proiided.  We  have  already  signalized 
■our  partnership  in  the  Empire  by  the  readv 
offer  of  a  battleship,  or  some  other  form 
of  assistance;  and,  in  a  little  while,  there 
will  be  a  conference  between  the  State 
Governments  and  the  Commonwealth  as  to 
the  settlement  of  the  financial  question  on 
a  basis  that  will,  I  hope,  allow  both  to 
develop  the  resourtes  of  the  country  in 
the  speediest  and  soundest  possible  way. 
I  trust  that  proper  c<M)sideration  vmW  be 
given  to  the  work  that  the  Commonwealth 
Go\'ernmCTt  must  undertake  in  the  develop- 
ment of  the  Northern  Territory,  the  de- 
fence of  the  country,  and  the  construction 
of  transcontinental  railways,  and  also  that 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  States  are  not 
crippled  in  the  developmental  works  thev 
have  to  undertake  in  the  form  of  railwa'v 
construction  and  water  supply,  and  other 
important  public  services.  All  these 
problems  are  of  very  serious  importance; 
and  I  hope  (hat  yet  another,  nameU  , 
new  Protection,  will  be  discussed  at 
the  Conference,  in  order  that  some  satis- 
factory solution  may  be  arrived  at,  so  as 
to  give  the  workers  the  justice  to  which 
they  are  entitled.  But,  however  important 
these  questions  are,  those  of  immigration 
and  land  ■  settlement  are  really  the  more 
vital,  and  ought  to  be  tackled,  so  that  we 
may  absorb,  at  any  rate.,  a  substantial 
percentage  of  the  immigrants  whom  we 
hope  will  shortly  be  brought  here  through 
the  action  of  the  Federal  Parliament.  If 
it  is  not  possible  to  ccwne  to  a  proper 
understanding  with  the  States,  it  may 
be  necessa  ry ,  as  already  foreshadowed 
by  the  Prime  Minister,  to  ask  the 
people  of  Australia  to  give  the  Com- 
mcmwealth  Parliament  power  to  purchase 
lands  in  various  parts  of  Australia,  so 
that  immigration  may  go  hand  in  hand 
with  a  reasonable  scheme  of  land  settle- 
ment. I  hope  that  the  Conference  will  be 
held  during  the  coming  spring,  and  that  it 
will  not  only  settle  the  other  questions 


to  which  I  have  alluded,  but  that  the  Prime 
Minister  will  not  leave  it  until  a  definite 
arrangement  has  been  made  for  the  various 
States  to  make  available  areas  of  land 
necessary  to  absorb  at  least  a  very  sub- 
stantial percentage  of  the  immigrants  that 
the  Ccmunonwealth  will  endeavour  to  bring 
here  within  a  few  years. 

Mr.  Wise. — Then  he  will  never  leave 
the  Conference. 

Mr.  SAMPSON.— It  may  be  said  that 
all  the  good  land  in  Australia  is  already 
alienated,  and  that  the  continent  does  not 
offer  great  opportunities  for  settlenif?nt.  I 
do  not  wish  to  weary  the  House  bv  making 
long  quotations,  but  I  shall  read  a  short 
extract  from  the  Intellectual  Development 
of  Europe,  by  Dr.  Draper,  which  has  an 
important  bearing  on  this  point.  He  asks — 

Why  was  it  that  civilizatioa  rose  on  the 
banks  of  the  Nile  and  not  on  those  of  the 
Danube  or  Mississipi  ?  Civilization  depends 
upon  soil  and  climate.  In  Hgypt  the  harvests 
may  be  foretold  and  controlled.  Of  few  other 
parts  of  the  world  can  the  same  be  said. 
In  most  countries  the  cultivation  of  the  soil 
is  unceitaid.  From  seed-time  to  harvest,  the 
meteorological  changes  are  so  numerous  and 
great  that  no  skill  can  predict  the  amount 
of  yearly  produce  ....  if  dependence 
upon  the  rainfall  from  the  heavens  is  the  only 
supply.  Nor  is  it  sufficient  that  a  requisite 
amount  of  water  sliould  fali,  but  to  produce 
the  proper  effect  it  must  fall  at  particular 
periods  of  the  year.  In  Egypt  man  is  not  the 
spoit  of  seasons,  because  he  has  the  yearly 
and  regular  flows  of  the  great  Nile  River. 
Agriculture  is  certain  in  Egypt,  and  there  man 
first  became  civilized. 

The  writer  also  says — 

The  American  counterpart  of  Egypt  in  this 
physical  condition  is  Peru,  the  coast  of  which 
is  almost  a  rainless  district.  Peru  is  the  Egypt 
of  civilization  of  the  Western  Continent.  It 
is  an  incident  full  of  meaning  in  the  history 
of  human  progress  that  in  regions  far  apart 
civilization  thus  commenced  in  rainless  couo- 
tries. 

Here  then  is  a  lesson  thousands  of , years 
old  that  is  not  inapplicable  to  Australia. 
No  other  country  has  perhaps  such  possi- 
bilities of  successful  irrigation  as  Australia 
offers.  We  have  great  mountain  ranges 
running  along  the  eastern  coastline  f'r.m 
which  rivers  take  their  rise,  coursing 
through  tile  fertile  districts  of  the  southern 
portion  of  this  continent.  And  what  is 
being  done  to  develop  this  country?  At  the 
last  general  election  I  strongly  advocated 
that  the  Federal  Parliament  should  take 
control  of  the  great  waterways  of  Aus- 
tralia. However  much  we  may  temporize 
with  this  great  question  I  still  believe  that 
it  will  be  necessary^,  tefOT^^glprdse 
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some  Federal  control  over  our  great  and 
valuable  streams  that  are  now  running  to 
waste.  We  have  only  to  look  to  the  ex- 
perience of  other  countries  to  learn  what 
are  the  possibilities  of  Australia  in  regard 
to  irrigation.  In  twelve  States  of  the 
United  States  of  America  there  are  under 
irrigation  15,000,000  acres.  Before  water 
was  carried  on  to  that,  land  many  parts  of 
it  were  estimated  to  be  worth  not  more 
than  58.  per  acre,  but  it  will  now  readily 
bring  fron  j£zo  to  £^0  per  acre.  Some 
of  those  estates  are  already  carrying  750,000 
people.  As  far  back  as  1890  the  present 
Prime  Minister  in  a  work  on  irrigation  in 
India — a  book  that  has  since  been  de- 
scribed by  probably  the  greatest  irrigation 
expert  in  the  world,  as  the  most  compre- 
hensive vet  published  on  irrigation  de- 
velopment in  that  country — showed  that 
there  were  some  30,000,000  acres 
under  active  irrigation  and  intense 
cultivation  there.  That  area  has  since 
been  increased  to  50,000,000  acres, 
and  it  is  estimated  that  nearly 
200,000,000  of  the  300,000,000  people  of 
India  are  dependent  directly  or  indirectly 
on  those  irrigated  lands.  We  have  in  the 
Xorthern  Territory  a  third  of  the  area  of 
India,  and  rivers  which,  whilst  they  may 
not  cOTopare  with  the  Ganges  or  the  Indus 
rould  nevertheless  be  advantageously  used 
for  irrigation  purposes.  During  the  rainy  sea- 
son large  volumes  of  water  run  to  waste 
that  might  be  stored  in  reservoirs.  There  is 
also  a  possibility  of  introducing  with  success 
in  the  Northern  Territory  the  well  system, 
that  has  proved  so  beneficial  to  India 
as  an  irrigation  agency.  The  Terri- 
tory, in  short,  offers  facilities  for 
irrigation,  not  quite  as  good  as  ■  those 
prevailing  in  India,  but  capable,  neverthe- 
less, of  being  so  utilized,  if  the  genius  and 
energy  of  man  be  applied  to  them,  that  a 
population  of  many  millions  may  be  settled 
there.  The  sooner  we  take  the  work  in 
hand  and  provide  there  a  defence  of  pro- 
ducers, instead  of  a  standing  army,  the 
sooner  we  shall  prove  our  fitness  to  de- 
velop this  great  omtinent.  Scone  of  the 
western  States  of  America  are  similar  in 
climate  and  character  to  the  arid  districts 
of  Australia.  We  have  along  the  Murray 
between  3,000.000  and  4,000,000  acres 
which  could  be  brought  almost  imme- 
diately under  active  irrigation  and  in- 
tense culture.  Ten  thousand  acres  un- 
der cultivation  in  Mildura  are  carrying 
W»o    people,    and    the    average  pro- 

of  that  settl«iient  is  greater  than 

.  Sampffn. 


the  average  production  of  Australia  as  a 

whole.  That  shows  that  with  irrigation  it 
can  carry  as  many  people  to  the  acre  as 
can  land  on  the  Nile,  which  has  been  under 
irrigation  for  centuries.  We  have  from 
3,000,000  to  4,000,000  acres  lying  in  the 
vallevs  of  our  large  rivers,  and  we  have 
the  credit,  the  engineering  sKill,  and  here 
and  in  Great  Britain  the  pec^le  with  the 
energy  and  intelligence  to  dei-elop  that 
land.  It  se&ns  to  roe  that  all  -  that 
we  require  now  to  lay  the  founda- 
tion of  a  great  and  prosperous  settle- 
ment in  those  valleys  is  the  exerrise  of  the 
genius  of  statesmen  and  legislators.  I  hope 
the  Prime  Minister  will  nave  a  full  and 
comprehensive  report  prepared  incidentally 
on  the  irrigation  possibilities,  and  primarily 
on  the  navigation  possibilities  of  our  large 
rivers.  Under  the  Federal  Constitution, 
wisely  or  imwisely,  the  Cc»nmonwealth  con- 
trol of  our  rivers  relates  only  to  thrir  naii- 
gation;.  It  would  be  possible,  however, 
for  tlie  Federal  Parliament  to  construct 
weirs  along  them  in  order  to  provide  for 
navigation,  and  under  sections  98  and  100 
of  the  Constitution  it  is  competent  for  the 
Government  to  appoint  a  Commissiffli  to 
prepare  a  comprehensive  repmrt  on  their 
navigability.  The  instructions  to  such  a 
Cc»nmission  might  well  include  a  direction 
to  report  on  the  irrigaticm  possibilities 
which  thev  offer. 

Mr.  Batchelob. — Why  does  not  Victoria 
carry  out  the  agreement  she  has  entered 
into? 

Mr.  SAMPSON.— I  am  speaking,  not 
on  behalf  of  Victoria,  but  with  a  regard 
for  the  welfare  of  Australia  generally.  I 
have  dealt  now  with  all  the  questions  on 
which  I  intend  to  touch.  I  have  shown 
that  the  land  tax  proposals  of  the  Fisher 
Government  would  not  have  the  anticipate^! 
effect  of  settling  on  the  soil  people  of 
limited  means,  who  find  it  difficult  to  acquire 
land  unless  it  is  offered  to  them  by  the 
State  on  easy  terms.  I  have  also  shoim 
that  it  would  not  produce  as  much  revenue 
as  the  late  Government  imagine,  and  that 
the  Gxiference  which  is  about  to  be  held 
has  large  and  important  duties  to  carr\' 
out.  I  hope  that  among  the  important 
questions  with  which  it  will  deal  will  be 
those  of  irrigation,  land  settlement,  and, 
if  possible,  the  Federal  ccmtrol  of  the  large 
waterwavs  of  Australia. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  (Hindmarsh)  [8.9]- 
— ^The  honorable  member  who  has  just  re- 
sumed his  seat  has  told^^be  Hoiise  tiiat  he 
is  delighted  to[%i^tsli»tjdQgl&  foaon, 
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that  he 'is  pleased  to  be  sitting  behind  the 
Prime  Minister,  and  that  he  is  satisfied 
with  the  Government's  proposals.  If  that 
be  so,  why  did  the  honorable  member  re- 
main so  long  in  the  Opposition  comer  when 
the  Deakin  Government  were  in  office. 
Why  did  he  oppose  their  proposals? 

Mr.  TiLLEV  B  ROWN. — Because  the 
Labour  party  were  supporting  and  domi* 
nating  them, 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— The  honorable 
member  for  Wimmera  when  in  the  Oppo- 
sition corner  opposed  every  proposal  that 
the  Deakin  Government  brought  forward. 

Mr.  Saupson. — Name  one  that  I 
opposed. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— Is  it  any  wonder 
that  a  motion  of  no-confidence  in  the  Go- 
vernment should  be  submitted  by  the  Leader 
of  the  Opposition  when  we  find  that  not 
only  has  the  countrj'  no  confidence  in 
tlwm.  but  that  some  of  the  members 
of  the  Government  doubt  each  other. 
There  is  no  confidence  amongst  those 
who  sit  behind  them  or  beside,  them. 
As  an  evidence  of  that  some  members  of 
the  fuiiion  will  not  even  take  the  trouble  to 
attenrl  the  House  in  order  to  assist  the 
Gowmmcnt.  Thev  do  not  appear  here  at 
all.  They  are  ashamed  of  the  fusion,  and 
have  never  put  a  foot  in  this  chamber  since 
it  was  consummated.  I  am  glad  they  have 
stmir  sense  of  sh.ime.  The  only  redeeming 
feature  of  ^[inisters  is  the  sense  of  shame 
that  drives  them  from  the  chamber  when 
they  are  under  the  lash  of  the  Opposition. 
I  am  glad  to  see  so  many  of  them  in  their 
places  to-night.  It  is  a  remarkable  thing 
that  in  this  same  reeking  stable  we  find  the 
professed  advocate  of  a  White  Australia — 
the  Prime  Minister,  who  has  not  ^ck  even 
to  that — and  the  alleged  Democrat,  the 
honorable  member  for  Maribvrnwig,  har- 
nessed up  with  the  bitterest  black  labour  ad- 
vocate in  the  House — the  honorable  member 
for  Brisbane.  The  Prime  Minister  went 
heyond  all  precedent,  and  formed  a  Min- 
istry of  ten,  in  wder  that  he  might  be  able 
to  include  that  spotted  gentleman  in  his 
te-im.  The  first  act  of  tlw  Honorary  Min- 
ister after  his  appointment,  was  to  rush  to 
the  press  to  ventilate  his  anti-Australian 
views  with  regard  to  naval  and  military 
defence.  This  was  too  much  even  for  the 
Prime  Minister,  and  he  brought  to  book  the 
honorable  gentleman,  who  had  received 
Ministerial  office  as  a  guerdon  for  his 
d'irile  support  of  Australia's  greatest  poli- 
tical traitor,  who  sits  in  that  ccvner. 


Mr.  SPEAKER.— Order !  I  ask  the 
honorable  member  to  withdraw  that  remark. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Who  is  the  traitor  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Order  !  The  honor- 
orable  member  for  Hindmarsh  must  not 
pursue  that  subi'ect. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  have  heard 
much  stronger  language  fran  the  Prime 
Minister,  and  was  not  aware  that  it  was 
unparliamentary  to  call  an  honorable  mem- 
ber a  political  traitor. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  was  under  the  im- 
pression that  the  honorable  member  simply 
used  the  word  "traitor." 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  intended  to  say 
' '  political  traitor. ' '  I  can  imagine  the  Prime 
Minister  saying  in  eifect  to  that  docile 
gentleman.  "  You  are  in  our  pay,  and  must 
do  as  we  bid  you,  not  as  you  belie\'e  you 
should  do."  The  honorable  member  has  to 
follow  the  Prime  Minister  no  matter  what 
he  thinks  of  his  proposals.  He  is  bound 
hand  and  foot.  I  can  imagine  the  Honor- 
ary Minister  replying,  "  As  to  principles,  I 
glory  in  having  none.  I  want  a  billet. 
Vour  will  shall  be  obeyed,"  but  probably 
with  the  dangerous  mental  reservation — 
'*  Perhaps."  The  Honorary-  Minister  has 
been  sent  to  England  to  attend  a  secret 
Conference.  How  can  any  man  who  has 
expressed  publicly  the  views  that  he  has  ex- 
pressed upon  the  naval  and  military  de- 
fence of  Australia,  advocate  the  vic*\vs 
which  the  Government  want  him  to  advo- 
cate at  that  Conference?  It  is  impossible 
for  him  to  do  it,  and  I  do  not  know  that  he 
will  trouble  to  do  it.  We  shall  never  know 
if  he  has  troubled  to  do  it.  I  do  not 
wonder  at  the  Age  being  anxious  to  have  my 
late  Ministerial  colleague,  Senator  Pearce, 
sent  Home  as  the  mouthpiece  of  this  coun- 
try, to  \'oice  the  sentiments  of  the  Aus- 
tralian people  with  the  zeal  born  of  ccxi- 
viction,  and  not  with  the  duplicity  and 
weakness  of  a  hired  mercenary.  There  is 
Australia's  danger,  yet  that  is  the  position. 
Need  I  say  more  to  show  the  utter  shame- 
lessness  and  rottenness  of  a  Government 
who  could  actually  send  as  their  representa- 
tive, a  man  who  dot's  not  share  the  opinions 
of  the  body  of  which  he  is  a  member,  and 
does  not  hesitate  to  place  his  own  views 
before  the  public  ?  The  Prime  Minister, 
when  in  Tasmania,  said  at  Queenstown,  as 
reported  in  the  A^e  of  2nd  March : — 

I  have  brrn  challenged  becauie  I  have  i;iven 
the  principal  place  to  the  consideration  of  the 
pusition  of  parties.  A  party  is  a  body  of  men 
united  in  certain  common  imnciples  ito  which 
they   desire  to  giE^iti«|^^.C:i(Di«)Qiwficatioo 
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of  the  party's  existence  is  that  they  seek  the 
same  things  by  the  same  means.  If  they  do 
that  they  arc  such  a  party  as  we  desire  to  sec, 
because  it  would  be  in  the  popular  interest,  but 
if  they  are  but  a  group  of  men  brought  together 
for  social  ends  in  personal  combination,  that  is 
not  a  party  in  any  sense  of  the  term.  Policy 
must  come  before  the  patty,  and  be  the  foun- 
dation of  the  party. 

I  ask  the  Prime  Minister  and  his  colleagues 
if  those  on  that  side  of  the  House  are 
banded  together  because  "  they  seek  the 
same  things  by  the  same  means?  "  Do  the 
Postmaster- General  and  the  Attorney-Gene- 
ral seek  the  same  things  by  the  same 
means  ? 

Sir  John  Quick. — Yes,  we  agree  on  our 
programme,  which  is  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.  —  I  am  glad  the 
h<»K>rable  member  says  so.  I^et  us  ascer- 
tain if  it  is  so.  Rather  honorable  members 
opposite  are  banded  together,  as  the  Prime 
Alinister  said,  as  a  social  group,  and  their 
object  is  to  get  as  many  billets  as  they  pos- 
sibly can  for  themselves  and  their  friends. 
The  right  honorable  member  for  East  Syd- 
ney said  at  Paddington,  on  4th  Decem- 
ber, 1906 — 

He  would  repeal  the  White  Ocean  clause, 
alter  the  Immigration  laws  which  compelled  a 
white  man  to  get  the  permission  of  a  Federal 
Minister  before  he  could  enter  Australia  under 
a  contract  to  work,  and  eliminate  the  principle 
of  compulsory  preference  to  unionists. 

Are  those  the  ends  that  the  Postmaster- 
General  and  his  colleagues  are  seeking? 
Do  they  propose  to  destroy  the  White  Aus- 
tralia policy,  and  interfere  with  the  Immi- 
gration laws,  or  has  the  right  honorable 
niember  for  East  Sydney  ngreed  10  accent 
Ihe  views  of  the  Postmaster-General  ?  Wiio 
has  made  the  sacrifice?  One  or  the  other 
must  have  made  it,  and  one  or  the  other 
must  be  a  political  traitor — false  to  his 
principles.  Which  is  it  ?  We  do  not 
know  the  terms  of  the  compact,  which 
was  made  in  secret,  but  it  is  impos- 
sible for  the  iPostmaster- General  to  say 
that  he  is  favour  of  the  White  Aus- 
tralia policy,  and  that  he  is  also  "  seek- 
ing the  same  things  by  the  same  means  " 
as  the  right  hcmorable  member  for  East 
Sydney.  The  four  hooOTabie  members  who 
constitute  the  remnant,  not  the  wreckage,  of 
the  old  Liberal  party — fhey  represent  the 
true  Liberalism,  and  have  proved  them- 
selves to  be  the  only  Liberals  in  the  House 
— spoke  in  sorrow,  and  not  in  anger,  when 
they  expressed  their  regret  that  the  Prime 
Minister  had  deserted  them.  I  admit  that 
the  honorable  member  for  Hume  spoke  in 
anger,  but  he  had  reason  to.   He  would  not 


have  been  a  man  if  he  had  not  felt  angry 
at  the  treatment  he  received.  The  tlwee 
others  expressed  their  greatest  sorrow  thai 
they  had  been  deserted,  and  1  well  remem- 
ber the  words  of  the  honorable  member  ^ir 
Gippsland.  He  said  he  was  glad  that  the 
honorable  member  who  applied  the  gag^hat 
prevented  the  House  from  considering  tlie 
policy  of  the  Fisher  Government  was  not  a 
member  of  the  Deakin  party.  He  could 
not  believe  that  his  late  leader  was  the  man 
who  gave  the  command  to  his  little  weak  in 
strument,  the  honorable  member  for  Went- 
worth,  to  apply  the  stiletto.  What  can  he 
think  of  his  late  leader  to-day,  after  the 
Fisher  Government  have  been  turned  out  in 
the  dirtiest  and  most  contemptible  manner 
that  ever  a  Government  was  dealt  with  in  any 
of  the  Parliaments  of  the  Commonwealth? 
They  were  not  allowed  even  to  put  their 
]K)lic\'  before  the  House,  to  say  nothing  of 
having  it  tested  on  its  merits,  and  without 
those  who  were  opposed  to  them  daring  to 
insinuate  any  charge  whatever  against  their 
smallest  act  of  administration.  The  honor- 
able member  for  Gippsland  could  not  be- 
lieve that  his  late  leader  cquld  be  guilty  of 
such  contemptible  randuct. 

Mr.  Glynn. — I  think  that  several  honor- 
able members  opposite  were  parties  to  the 
old  South  Australian  practice  once  upon  a 
time, 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  never  knew  an 
instance  in  South  Australia  where  a  Govern- 
ment was  turned  out  before  the  House  kn»w 
anything  about  its  policy.  Not  one  was 
turned  out  before  its  policy  had  been  freely 
discussed. 

Mr.  Glynn. — The  honorable  member 
voted  to  put  Ministries  out  without  debate. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— This  is  Ihe  first 
time  in  the  history  of  Australia  that  such 
tactics  were  used.  The  Prime  Minister,  of 
course,  tells  us  that  his  policy  does  not 
change.  It  was  the  same  in  1901  and  1903, 
and  it  will  be  the  same  in  1950  if  he  is 
alive.  He  never  intends  to  carry  anything. 
He  has  never  tried  to  carry  anything.  He 
talks  at  large  all  over  the  country  and  alt 
over  the  Old  Country  upon  defence,  but  he 
does  absolutely  nothing.  The  mcMnoit  an- 
other Government  has  the  courage  to  do 
s(Hnething,  he  beoxnes  a  fault-finder.  He 
does  not  say,  "  Go  on ;  good  luck  to  yott 
We  are  delighted  to  think  that  you  have 
the  courage  to  do  what  we  feared  to  do." 
Although  the  Government  have  snatchc^i 
a  temporary  victory,  I  see  the  benches  op- 
posite swarming  i^KhcT^fegflSlB©^!^ — from 
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the  Labour  party.  They  had  a  new  addi- 
tion to  their  ranks  the  other  day.  I  have 
always  looked  upon  the  honorable  member 
for  Perth  as  an  honorable  and  upright  gen- 
tleman, but  I  would  point  out  that  if  any 
honorable  member  is  dissatisfied  with  tiie 
platform  and  actions  of  the  Labour  parly 
there  are  two  honorable  courses  open  to  him. 
He  may  carry  out  the  pledges  that  he  made 
to  those  who  sent  him  into  Parliament  and 
to  those  who  selected  him  as  a  candidate, 
and  whom,  in  his  own  handwritiuR,  he 
undertook  to  support,  or  he  may  resign  his 
seat.  The  honorable  member  for  Perth 
has  done  neither,  and  the  fusion  is  welcome 
to  him.  There  is  no  room  in  our  ranks  for 
men  of  that  character.  I  see  on  those 
benches  the  honorable  member  for  Bourke, 
the  honorable  member  for  Batman,  and 
even  the  honOTable  member  for  Corio,  who 
went  almost  upon  his  hands  and  knees 
crawling  to  the  Geelong  branch  of  the 
Labour  party— the  party  he  chooses  to  de- 
nounce to-day. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber must  not  apply  such  a  term  to  a  fellow- 
member. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— Then  I  shall  sub- 
stitute the  word  "cringing."  The  Minis- 
terial party  is  welcome  to  gentlemen  of  that 
class.  We  have  no  room  for  them  in  the 
Labour  party.  We  are  hcmorable  men,  who 
consider  ourselves  bound  by  our  pledges, 
and  do  not  advocate  one  set  of  principles 
to-day  and  another  to-morrow. 

Dr.  Wilson. — Honorable  members  are 
also  bound  by  the  caucus. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON— I  shall  presently 
deal  with  the  misrepresentations  about  the 
caucus.  Those  outside  the  Labour  party 
pretend  to  know  more  about  its  methods 
than  do  those  inside  it.  We  have  nothing 
to  hide,  and  I  shall,  to-night,  lay  every- 
thing bare  respecting  the  caucus. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown. — The  Labour  party 
never  lets  it  be  known  what  is  done  in  the 
caucus. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  shall  let  every- 
thing be  known.  The  honorable  member 
would  not  let  everything  which  he  has  done 
be  known.  Were  he  to  lay  his  actions  as 
bare  as  I  am  prepared  to  lay  bare  the  ac- 
tions of  the  caucus,  he  could  not  retain  his 
seat  a  week. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown. — That  is  too  thin. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— The  honorable 
member  had  better  not  ask  me  to  make  it 
thicker.  It  is  only  on  the  assumption  of 
hypnotic  influence,  or  witchery,  that  I  can 


explain  the  fact  that  honorable  members 
are  drawn  to  the  side  of  one  member  who 
has  risen  to  his  position  by  treachery,  and 
the  assassination  of  his  friends.  There  is 
no  one  who  can  better  propose  legislation 
as  a  fruit  fair  to  the  eye,  or  extol  its 
virtues  in  more  mellifluous  language,  than 
the  Prime  Minister  can;  but  his  legislati(x> 
is  always  rotten  at  the  core. 

Mr.  Atkinson. — Then,  why  did  the 
Labour  party  assist  him  in  passing  so  much 
of  it? 

Mr.  Hedges. — The  honorable  member 
for  Ballarat  was  a  good  enough  leader  for 
the  Labour  party  to  follow  for  a  long  time. 
The  honorable  member  followed  him  like  a 
little  poodle. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— The  Prime  Minis- 
ter would  have  been  glad  had  I  so  followed 
him.  But,  as  a  member  of  the  Labour 
party,  I  had  freedom  to  express  my  opinicms 
without  consulting  any  one  at  any  time,  and 
I  always  did  so.  \Vhat  was  the  value  of 
the  Harvester  Excise  Act,  passed  as  part  of 
the  new  Protection?  How  has  the  union 
label  legislation  benefited  the  workers  ? 
Homnrable  members  say  that  I  supported  the; 
last  Deakin  Government;  but  did  I  not  de- 
nounce it,  and  tell  the  Prime  Minister  that 
his  legislation  would  not  be  worth  the  paper 
upon  which  it  was  printed  ?  Did  I  not  say 
that,  if  the  Government  wished  to  do  some- 
thing for  the  industrial  classes,  it  should 
have  the  constitutionality  of  its  legislation 
tested,  so  that,  if  necessary,  amending  legis- 
lation could  be  introduced  before  the  Tariff 
was  dealt  with.  The  Prime  Minister  has 
stated  that  the  Labour  party  wishes  to  carry 
legislation  with  a  view  to  raiding  the  classes 
to  give  the  booty  to  the  masses.  I  have 
never  used  language  such  as  that,  nor  hesn 
guilty  of  such  a  misrepresentation.  No  mem- 
ber of  the  Labour  party  would  do  what  we 
are  said  to  wish  to  do.  The  Prime  Minister 
and  his  colleagues,  however,  allowed  the 
employers  to  enjoy  for  eighteen  months 
bootv  which  they  had  c*>tained  from  the 
Parliament  on  the  promise  to  treat  their 
employ^  fairly,  in  consideration  of  the 
passing  of  a  high  protective  Tariff.  I  am 
a  Frotecticxiist,  and  would  vote  for  higher 
duties  than  are  now  in  force.  But  I  shall 
not  trust  the  employers  again,  nor  shall  I 
trust  the  Ministerialists.  In  South  Australia 
we  were  once  sold  by  the  employers,  and  in 
Victoria  we  have  been  twice  sold  by  them; 
we  -shall  not  be  sold  the  third  time.  We 
shall  see  that  the  workers  get  their  share 
of  Protection  b^gi^a^inj^Q^V^  which 
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will  give  effect  to  our  wishes.  We  are  ready 
to  do  what  honorable  members  opposite  dare 
not  do;  we  are  willing  to  protect  the  em- 
ployers. 

Sir  William  Lyme. — Honorable  memoers 
opposite  are  handcuffed. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— They  are  tongue- 
tied,  shackled,  and  manacled,  as  members 
of  the  Labour  party  never  have  been.  Let 
me  point  out  some  of  the  members  opposite 
who  have  sacrified  their  principles.  First, 
let  me  refer  to  the  hcmorable  member  for 
Fawkner.  In  the  Age  of  32nd  November, 
1906,  he  is  reported  to  have  said  that  he 
could  not  sit  behind  the  Prime  Minister, 
because  he  was  always  afraid  that  that 
gentleman  would  drift  towards  Socialism, 
and  that  he  could  not  sit  behind  the  right 
honorable  member  for  East  Sydney,  because 
he  was  a  Free  Trader.  There  is  no  place 
in  the  House  for  the  honorable  member. 

Mr.  Thomas.— What  about  the  Labour 
party  ? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— The  Labour  party 
is  anathema  to  him.  I  would  not  sit  cheek 
by  jowl  with  him.  I  could  not,  like  the 
honorable  members  for  Bourke  and  Mari- 
byrnoiiR,  tell  my  constituents  that  the  presi- 
dent of  the  Employers'  Federation  had  been 
laying  his  head  alongside  mine,  while  we 
devised  legislation  for  their  benefit.  The 
Labour  party  would  not  have  the  honorable 
member  for  Fawkner,  and,  as  he  cannot  sit 
behind  either  the  honorable  member  for  Bal- 
larat.  or  the  right  hwiorable  member  fox 
East  Svdnev,  he  has  no  right  to  a  seat  in 
this  Chamber.  What,  then,  are  we  to  think 
of  his  present  position  ?  Can  we  rely  on  the 
utterances  of  an  honorable  gentleman  who, 
after  making  the  statements  to  which  I  have 
referred,  has,  without  consulting  his  elec- 
tors, become  a  supporter  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Ballarat? 

Mr.  Atkinson. — When  he  made  those 
statements  the  Labour  party  was  support- 
ing the  Prime  Minister. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— The  honorable 
member  for  Franklin  is  reported  in  the 
Hobart  Mercury,  a  newspaper  which  would 
certainly  deal  fairly  with  him,  and  correct 
any  misstatement,  to  have  said  that  no 
more  contemptible  figure  than  the  honorable 
member  for  Ballarat  during  the  preceding 
sessicwi  had  ever  existed  in  a  British  Par- 
liament. That  statement  appeared  in  the 
Mercury  of  the  29th  October,  1906.  I  have 
not  sai^  anything  stronger  than  that.  Now, 
however,  tlie  honorable  member  is  sitting 
behind  the  honorable  member  for  Ballarat. 


Can  we  trust  hcmorable  members  who  turn 
about  in  this  way  to  do  anything  for  the 
benefit  of  the  workers?  Their  prcsmses 
must  hencef<»ward  be  expressed  in  writing. 
The  electors  will  require  them  to  sign  their 
pledges  in  the  future,  or,  more  probably, 
will  choose  other  representatives.  The 
honorable  member  for  Franklin  is  also  re- 
ported to  have  said,  on  the  19th  Novembw, 
1906,  just  prior  to  the  elections,  that  if  he 
had  to  vote  he  would  rather  support  the 
Labour  candidate  than  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Ballarat,  who  was  a  weathercock. 
I  hope  that  the  Prime  Minister  is  proud  of 
his  supporters.  I  should  not  like  to  be  at 
the  head  of  men  who  had  called  me  a 
weathercock,  and  said  that  I  was  the  most 
COTitemptible  figure  in  Parliament.  They 
make  lovely  companions,  these  Labour  rats, 
and  those  who,  although  they  haive  not 
ratted  from  the  Labour  party,  do  not  differ 
much  from  those  who  have  done  so. 

Mr.  Thom.\s. — What  does  the  honorable 
member  for  Wentworth  say  about  the  honor- 
able member  for  Ballarat? 

Jfr.  HUTCHISON.— The  honorable 
member  for  Wentworth  is  always  afraid 
that  the  stiletto  may  flash  out  at  any  mo- 
ment. I  lielieve  that  he  is  heartilv  ashamed 
of  having  been  the  instrument  with  which 
the  Fisher  Government  was  despatched.  I 
wish  now  to  say  a  word  or  two  in  referent 
to  the  Dreadnought  offer.  Defence  cannot 
be  provided  for  by  spasmodic  effort.  I 
sympathize  with  those  who  agitated  for  the 
offer  of  a  Dreadnought  to  Great  Britain,  as 
evidence  of  our  feeling  towards  the  people 
of  the  Mother  Country ;  but  the  Fisher 
Government  had  to  consider  plain  facts. 
We  knew  that  the  Old  Country  did  not  need 
a  Dreadnought^  and  that  to  merely  offer  one 
would  not  increase  our  defences.  Great 
Britain  could  build  a  hundred  Dread- 
noughts if  she  needed  them.  What  she 
needs  are  sailors  to  man  her  vessels.  If  we 
could  provide  two  sailors  for  every  G^man 
sailor,  we  should  do  something  of  mcffe 
value  than  the  giving  of  a  Dreadnought,  I 
know  that  hitherto  the  power  and  prestige 
of  the  British  Empire  has  rested  in  her 
navy,  and  I  have  confidence  in  that  navy. 
The  Fisher  Government  gave  effect  to  its 
policy  before  the  Dreadnought  scare  oc- 
curred. We  all  know  now  that  the  scare  was 
engineered  for  party  pmrposes.  Suppose  a 
big  firm  having  its  main  office  in  Melbourne, 
and  branches  in  Ballarat,  Bendigo,  Castle- 
maine,   and  other    places,   was  affectc"! 

bv  a  panic,  and  one  ofiThe.  brandies  wired 
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to  headquarters  to  say,  "Don't  be  alarmed, 
we  are  sending  you  ^500,"  would  not  the 
public  at  once  think  that  the  firm  was  about 
to  fail?  Such  a  message  would  probably 
bring  about  the  downfall  of  the  business 
which  it  was  intended  to  assist.  There  is 
great  unrest  in  India  at  the  present  time, 
and  I  am  sorry  for  it ;  but  those  who  went 
about  trying  to  make  it  be  believed  that  the 
British  Empire  was  on  the  eve  of  breaking 
up,  ran  the  risk  of  kindling  a  blaze  in  India 
that  it  would  have  been  hard  to  extinguish. 

Mr.  HuHE  Cook. — Keir  Hardie  tried 
that. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— Mr.  Keir  Hardie 
was  never  reported  correctly. 

Mr.  Thomas. — What  about  the  honor- 
able member  for  Indi? 

_  Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  would  not  touch 
him  with  a  40-foot  pole.  For'  months 
the  Minister  of  Defence  and  his  late  leader, 
the  right  honorable  member  fa-  East  Syd- 
ney, went  about  the  country  dmouncing  the 
proposal  to  establish  a  navy  and  intr<^uce 
compulsory  military  service.  These  gentle- 
men have  now  changed  their  opinions. 
The  electors  never  gave  any  authority  for 
any  change  of  opinion  on  those  ques- 
tions; and  if  a  representative  does  change 
his  opinion,  he  ought  certainly  to  seek 
his  masters'  approval.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
horK>rable  members  opposite  are  afraid  to 
face  their  masters,  because  they  know  what 
the  result  will  be.  The  Labour  party  have 
held  meetings  in  every  part  of  Australia; 
and  we  have  found  the  people  unanimously 
with  us.  The  Attorney -General  dare  not 
speak  as  honorable  members  are  now  speak- 
ing about  the  gift  of  a  Dreadnought  if  he 
were  in  Adelaide,  for  I  can  tell  him  that 
even  the  Conservative  journal  in  that  city 
denounced  the  proposal  in  trenchant  terms 
as  utter  foolishiiess.  We  have  heard  a  great 
deal  from  honorable  members  opposite, 
when  speaking  outside  the  House,  as  to 
whether  it  is  a  proper  course  to  present  a 
Dreadnought. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — Or  to  send  fraternal 
greetings  to  Germany  1 

Mr,  HUTCHISON.— Why  should  we 
not  sent  fraternal  greetings  to  Germany? 
Does  the  honorable  member  say  that  Ger- 
man workmen  are  not  worthy  of  brother- 
hood ?  I  belonged  to  a  club  in  Adelaide,  in 
which  are  500  German  members;  and  better 
men  I  never  wish  to  be  associated  with.  I 
wish  that  those  responsible  for  the  war 
scare  had,  instead,  sent  fraternal  greetings 
to  the  people  of  Germany. 

[27] 


Mr.  Batchelor. — Ask  the  Attomey- 
Goieral  what  he  says  on  the  pcnnt. 

Mr.  Glynn. — I  believe  that  the  Germans 
are  as  highly  cultured  and  as  richly  endowed 
with  natiojial  spirit  as  any  other  race. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— The  Fisher  Go- 
vernment gave  more  consideration  than  that 
given  by  any  other  Government  to  the  ques- 
tion of  defence ;  and,  after  having  had  the 
advice  of  the  best  experts,  they  arrived  at 
a  conclusion  as  to  what  they  deemed  to  be 
the  best  policy.  In  spite  of  what  the  pre- 
sent Minister  of  Defence  said  a  few  m<»iths 
ago,  all  the  authorities  are  in  accord  with 
what  was  done  by  the  Fisher  Government. 
The  Honorable  Alfred  Lyttelton,  speaking 
at  a  banquet  some  time  ago,  said —  " 

He  said  that  the  part  which  Great  Britain's 
dominions  overseas  were  to  play  in  the  next 
century  was  largely  dependent  on  the  coming 
Conference.  He  was  in  absolute  accord  with 
Canada  and  Australia  in  their  desire  to  possess 
their  own  navies. 

I  have  heard  honwable  nsembers  oi^>osite 
trying  to  twist  what  was  said  by  Ac^iral 
Lord  Beresford,  but  here  are  the  words  of 
that  gentleman — 

The  self-governing  Dominions  can  best  help 
us,  not  by  spending  ^^2,000,000  in  the  construc- 
tion of  battleships  to  serve  in  British  quarters, 
but  by  malting  enorts  to  defend  themselves.  The 
only  way  the  Dominions  oversea  can  be  hurt  is 
by  the  cutting  of  the  trade  routes.  .  .  .  The 
iavestment  of  ;^2,ooo,ooo  in  home  defence  and 
cruisers  which  would  protect  the  trade  routes 
would  be  a  better  investment  than  helping  to  de- 
fend Great  Britain's  shores. 

Lord  Tweedmouth  is  entirely  in  accord  with 
those  views.  I  suppose  it  would  take  the 
Prime  Minister  three  weeks  to  explain  away 
to  his  colleagues  the  policy  which  he  says  has 
been  his  for  years  and  years.  I  dare  say  it 
would  take  him  three  years  to  explain  it 
to  the  Treasurer,  who  last  night  showed 
himself  unable  to  point  out  the  de- 
tails of  the  "  contingencies"  in  the  Supply 
Bill ;  and  truly  such  a  man  is  the  fittest 
Treasurer  for  a  confusion  Government  that 
could  be  imagined.  The  honorable  member 
for  Hume  could  tell  about  the  "Inuddle 
which  the  right  honorable  gentleman  created 
previously ;  doubtless,  it  will  require  another 
Treasurer  in  the  near  future  to  clear  away 
the  muddle  again.  Admiral  Bosanquet,  the 
present  Governor  of  South  Australia,  speak- 
ing on  the  subject  of  naval  defence,  is 
reported — 

He  said  it  was  of  vital  importance  for  a  fleet 
arriving  from  distant  quarters  to  find  men  ready 
to  take  jiart  in  this  work.  It  would  be  impos- 
sible for  the  smaller  type  tit  warships  to  come 
across  the  ocean,  and  vessels  of  that  kind  woiiM 
be  of  enormous  advantage  to  a  *^eet  for  the 
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defence  of  Australia.  It  was  along  these  lines 
tlie  Commonwealth  Ministers  appeared  to  be 
working,  and  he  would  say,  "back  them  up, 
and  do  all  you  can  to  make  the  naval  history  of 
Australia  thus  begun  like  that  of  the  Old  Coun- 
try." 

Admiral  Bosanquet  is  a  man  of  years  and 
experience  on  the  Australian  station,  and 
no  one  knows  better  the  defence  require- 
ments of  the  country. 

Mr.  Atkinson. — Does  the  b(HiorabIe 
member  claim  that  this  is  evidence  against 
our  giving  a  Dreadnought} 

Mr,  HUTCHISON.— I  have  here  some 
evidence,  which,  as  it  is  short,  I  shall  read. 
We  shall  have  to  instil  patriotism  into  Bri- 
tish ship-owners  before  we  talk  of  giving 
a  Dreadnought ;  it  is  not  Dreadnoughts  we 
want,  but  men  to  man  the  ships. 

Mr.  Kelly. — Does  the  hmiorable  member 
not  know  that,  at  the  last  Imperial  Confer* 
ence,  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  said 
that  the  Navy  could  get  all  the  men  neces- 
sary ? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  shall  read  some 
(^ial  informati(xi  to  the  honorable  mem- 
ber— 

The  loyalty  of  British  shipowners  does  not 
extend  to  employing  British  crews.  The  propor- 
tion of  foreigners  in  British  ships  grows  apace. 
In  the  event  of  war  the  Admiralty  could  not 
draw  upon  the  mercantile  marine  for  reserves 
for  the  warships,  because  without  their  crews 
merchant  ships  will  be  unable  to  carry  food  sup- 
plies from  abroad  to  the  ports  of  the  United 
Kingdom.  And  when  those  crews  include,  apart 
from  35,000  men  of  the  Royal  Naval  Reserve, 
no  less  than  37)694  aliens,  the  position  in  time 
of  war  must  be  all  the  more  desperate.  To  leave 
the  merchant  vessels  with  foreign  crews  in  charge 
would  be  courting  treachery  and  disaster.  And 
to  make  matters  infinitely  worse,  the  merchant 
service  is  so  strongly  detested  by  its  saUort  that 
they  deserted  in  large  numbers.  Last  official 
year  saw  the  desertion  of  12,000  men,  and  in 
one  year  there  was  a  total  unauthorized  exodus 
o'  37,000  men  from  British  ships.  These  facts, 
supplied  to  the  Sydney  press  by  Mr.  T.  W. 
Moore,  secretary  to  the  Imperial  Service  Guild, 
show  that  one  of  the  problems  to  be  solved  by 
Britain  in  case  of  war  is  aa  adequate  reserve 
force  of  sailors. 

Mr.  Atkinson. — Does  the  honorable 
member  think  that  that  disproves  the  state- 
ment of  the  Admiralty  that  they  can  get 
plenty  of  sailors  for  the  Navy? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— When  did  the 
Admiralty  say  that? 

Mr.  Glynn. — Mr.  McKenna  said  there 
was  no  diflBculty  tn  the  matt^ — that,  under 
the  better  coidltions,  more  men  offered  than 
could  be  taken  on. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.  —  What  Mr. 
McKenna  said  was  that  they  a>uld  get  men 
to  roan  the  present  warships  in  time  oKf 


pea<%  J  but  I  have  shown  what  may  happen 
in  time  of  war, 

Mr.  Glynn. — Not  <Hily  Mr.  McKenna, 
but  experts  have  said  the  same  thing. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— All  that  has  been 
said  is  that  sufficient  men  are  f(»thooming 
to  man  the  present  ships  in  times  of  peace. 

Mr.  Glynn. — That  is  not  what  he  said. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— There  is  no  pro- 
visitm  for  wastage  in  war.  Does  the  botior- 
able  member  know  that  we  could  not  even 
horse  our  land  defences  at  the  present  mo- 
ment? That  is  the  statement  of  the 
greatest  military  authority  of  to-day 
— that  not  more  than  half  the  number  of 
horses  required  could  be  obtained.  I  hope 
that,  in  this  connexi<Hi,  hcxiorable  members 
will  peruse  the  report  of  a  Committee  with 
which  I  had  the  honor  to  work,  in  regard 
to  the  txHTsing  of  artillery  in  Au^alia, 
and  that  they  will  put  the  recommen* 
dations  into  practice,  because  this  is  a  most 
important  point  in  connexion  with  fKe  de- 
fence, not  only  of  Australia  but  of  the  whde 
Empire.  I  have  perused  the  memcKandimi 
of  the  Government — this  extraordinary  con- 
glomeration of  words — ^meant  to  represent  a 
IKilicy.  It  is  a  policy,  however,  that  has 
never  been  explained,  arid  it  certainly  sup- 
plies the  kind  of  material  to  occupy  the 
Prime  Minister  in  oc^Iainin^  it  for  the  naX 
6ve  years — and  he  will  do  it  wdl.  I  find 
that  under  the  heading  of  "  Industrial  "  an 
Inter-State  Commission  is  to  be  appointed 
to  do  almost  everything  und^  tiie  sun. 
There  has  been  added  to  the  Government, 
in  order  to  get  one  more  supporter,  a  gentle- 
man with  whom  I  should  never  like  to  sit  if 
I  were  a  Minister,  seeing  that  his  views 
are  so  divergent  from  those  of  his  col- 
leagues ;  and  if  this  Inter-State  Commission 
is  to  carry  out  all  the  duties  mentioned,  the 
Government  will  be  able  to  provide  Inllets, 
not  only  for  all  their  own  friends,  but 
also  i<x  all  the  friends  of  the  advisers 
of  the  Government,  J(^ua,  Beale,  and 
company.  But  we  refuse  to  oe  fooled  any 
more  with  this  kind  of  thing.  As  has  been 
the  case  with  Liberals  throu|^out  the  wwld, 
I  find  the  Prime  Minister  (Bering  a  make- 
believe  promise — giving  scxnetbing  which  is 
of  no  value  to  the  workers  or  anybody  else, 
but  which  means  big  fees  for  (lie  lawyers 
and  ruin  to  the  unions. 

Mr.  Atkinson. — That  is  rous^  on  the 
late  Atttnney-Oenoral ! 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— The  late  Attorney 
General  did  not  propose^^ny  such  legis- 
lation; and  I  hi^ij|9b0yi@(9gl«e  laws 
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passed  which  have  no  other  efTect  than  that 
of  harassing  both  employers  and  employed. 
Do  not  let  us  legislate  unless  we  are  pre- 
pared to  make  our  legislation  effective. 
When  the  Australian  Industries  Preserva- 
tion Bill  was  introduced  in  this  House  1 
pointed  out  that  it  was  founded  on  the 
Sherman  Act,  under  which — although  it 
had  been  in  operation  for  »xteen  years — 
not  one  trust  had  been  dealt  with.  That  is 
the  sort  of  legislaticm  we  shall  always  get 
frcHn  this  Government. 

Mr.  Kelly. — The  honordsle  member 
voted  for  that  Bill. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  did,  for  whilst 
I  thought  it  was  of  no  value,  I  recognised 
that  I  might  be  wrong.  I  knew,  too,  that 
if  my  belief  proved  to  be  well  grounded,  T 
should  be  able  to  show  the  people  the  utter 
worthlessness  of  the  measure,  and  that  we 
should  then  be  able  to  obtain  more  effec- 
tive legislation.  I  shall  always  vote  for  a 
Bill  that  will  not,  in  my  opinion,  do  what 
is  claimed  for  it,  in  order  to  show  the  pub- 
lic what  humbugs  there  are  on  the  other  side 
of  the  House.  Are  we  to  obtain  new  Pro- 
tection from  the  Government  ?  No.  I 
propose  to  quote  from  a  speech  made  by  the 
Minister  of  Defence  in  order  that  we  may 
learn  whether  or  not  the  same  old  game  is 
to  be  continued.  On  the  17th  September 
last,  when  the  Deakin  Government  were 
in  office,  the  honorable  m«nber  said,  as 
reported  in  Hansard,  page  108 — 

For  a  piece  of  downright  political  cheatery 
commend  me  to  the  action  of  this  Government 
on  the  harvester  qaestion. 

He  wait  further  than  that,  saying— 

I  have  never  seen  aaything  more  like  political 
cheating  than  the  action  of  the  GovcmmcDt  in 
regard  to  the  new  Protection  as  applied  to  the 
production  of  harvesters.  ...  I  shall  be 
00  party  to  make-believe  in  regard  to  a  policy 
which  is  impossible  of  realization. 

Is  it  any  more  possible  to-day? 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — A  great  deal  more 
possible. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON— Tt  is  not  only  pos- 
sible, but  probable,  that  we  are  going  to 
have  more  of  the  political  cheatery  of  which 
the  honorable  member  spoke.  Is  he  going 
to  perpetuate  this  cheatery,  and  cheat  the 
workers  again? 

Mr,  Joseph  Cook. — I  think  the  honor- 
able member  will  find  that  a  workable 
scheme  has  been  evolved  for  the  first  time. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— On  the  same  date 
the  honorable  member,  as  reported  at  page 
114  of  Hansard,  said — 

Unquestionably  the  new  Protection  proposals 
of  the  Government  mean  a  continuation  and  an 
extension  of  the  old  Protection. 


Has  the  honorable  gentleman  bound  him- 
self to  extend  the  old  Protection?  If  he 
has  not  he  is  dieating  us.  But  he  went 
further,  and  said — 

Let  me  say  that  I  offer  this  criticism  in  the 
best  possible  spirit,  simply  desiring  that  there 
shall  be  no  mistake  as  to  my  attitude.  It  seems 
to  me  that  my  honorable  friends, are  proposing 
that  which  is  quite  impossible. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  still  say  that  the 
scheme  then  propounded  was  impossible. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.  —  I  have  not  yei 
finished  with  the  hcHiorable  member.  We 
find  that,  in  answer  to  the  questim  put  by 
me,  "  Cannot  the  honorable  member  him- 
self find  a  way?"  he  said — 

I  candidly  confess  that  I  cannot  along  the 
lines  he  suggests.  ...  I  tell  my  honorable 
friend  again  that,  try  as  he  may,  he  cannot  do 
what  he  proposes  to  do. 

The  honorable  m^ber  said,  therefore,  that 
new  Protection  was  impossible. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — We  are  not  attempt- 
ing to  do  what  was  then  proposed. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— Are  we  not  to  have 
more  political  cheatery  if  we  allow  an  Inter- 
State  Commission  to  be  appointed?  Does 
the  honorable  member  say  that  that  Com- 
mission can  do  that  which  he  has  declared 
to  be  impossible?  He  will  have  scMne  diffi- 
culty in  carrying  such  cheatery  into  effect. 

Mr.  Hughes.  —  That  Commission  will 
provide  billets  for  three  men. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— It  will  provide 
billets  for  three  hundred  if  it  is  going  to  do 
nil  the  viork  that  the  Government  propose 
to  allot  to  it.  The  Ministry  are  so  satisfied 
that  they  are  going  to  prove  the  greatest 
failure  of  the  century  that  they  actually 
propose  the  appointment  of  a  Commission 
10  do  wwk  that  they  ought  to  be  able  to  do 
themselves. 

Mr.  Batchelor.  —  A  kind  of  superior 
Executive. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— Quite  so.  The 
Government  are  going  to  appoint  a  Com- 
mission to  save  themselves  the  trouble  of 
propounding  a  preferential  trade  scheme. 
We  can  well  understand  the  reason.  There 
is  no  hope  of  agreement  among  themselves. 
They  cannot  agree  upon  preferential  trade, 
and  some  one  else  must  do  the  work  for 
them.  The  Inter-State  Commission  is  also 
to  establish  a  Labour  bureau.  The  Goxern- 
ment  know  nothing  about  stich  a  bureau, 
and  so  they  are  going  to  shunt  its  creation 
on  to  some  one  else. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook.  —  Neither  a  Laliour 
bureau  nor  preferential  trade  wns  mentioned 
in  the  Gyropie  speech. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — Xor  any  other  sham 
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Mr.  HUTCHISON.  —  There  are  no 
shams  in  the  Gymple  policy.  The  Govern- 
ment also  int^fl  ttiat  the  Inter-State  Com- 
mission shall  have  the  oversight  of  produc- 
tion and  exchange  and  deal  with  Tariff  ano- 
malies. Ministers  themselves  dare  not  touch 
one  anomaly. 

Mr.  Watkins. — When  are  these  anoma- 
lies to  be  dealt  with  by  the  Commission  ? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— Probably  200  years 
hence.  The  Commission  is  also  to  studv 
the  unemployed  problem  for  perhaps  the 
same  period.  If  within  a  hundred  years  it 
can  bring  in  a  scheme  that  will  do  away 
with  the  unemployed  difficulty,  it  will  do 
something  that  has  not  been  accomplished 
in  a  thousand  yenrs.  The  Government  do 
not  know  how  to  deal  with  the  question, 
and  they  propose  to  throw  the  responsibility 
on  the  Commission.  All  that  thfey  are  go- 
ing to  do  is  to  retain  their  positions.  They 
say — 

Any  divcTgencics  between  industrial  condi- 
tions '  in  the  several  States  which  occasion  an 
unjust  competition  between  Australian  industries 
in  different  States  will  be  adjusted  by  the 
Inter-State*  Commission. 

What  else  will  be  adjusted  ? 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — What  did  the  ex- 
Prime  Minister  propose  in  his  Gympie 
speech  in  regard  to  Tariff  anomalies? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON,— Does  the  honor- 
able member  or  any  one  else  believe  that 
it  was  the  desire  of  even  the  Protectionist 
section  of  this  House  that  the  Tariff  should 
l)e  re-opened  until  after  the  next>  election  ? 

Mr.  Hume  Cook.— That  is  not  the  point. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— We  include  in  our 
programme,  not  shams,  but  schemes  that 
can  be  carried  out.  After  the  Tariff  had 
been  in  operation  for  three  years — aftn* 
we  had  been  able  to  ascertain  its  anomalies 
and  how  it  worked — we  should  undoubtedly 
have  been  prepared  to  give  our  industries 
the  protection  they  deserved  and  needed  to 
encourage  their  extension.  As  the  honorable 
member  for  Darling  put  it  this  afternoon, 
we  are  pledged  to  do  that,  whilst  honorable 
members  opposite  are  against  it.  The  hon- 
orable member  for  Bourke  does  not  like 
that  statement.  What  will  he  say  when  we 
tell  his  constituents  about  it?  He  has  been 
"hob-nobbing"  with  the  honorable  monber 
for  Maiibyrnong,  who  has  done  a  little  local 
preaching  in  his  time,  and  who,  I  desire  to 
say  in  all  seriousness,  has  not  yet  learned 
the  simple  Bible  lesson,  that  he  cannot 
serve  God  and  mammon.  He  is  now  on  the 
iide  of  mammon.  He  cannot  be  on  the  side 
f  the  employers  unions  and  on  the  side 


of  the  industrial  uniois  at  the  same  time. 
Which  side  is  he  going  to  take  ?  Is  be  go- 
ing to  tell  his  electors  that  he  intends  to 
work  for  the  industrial  unions?  What  is 
the  honOTable  m^ber  for  Indi  going  to  do 
for  the  unionists? 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown. — I  am  employing 
more  men  than  all  the  honorable  member's 
side  are,  and  I  have  never  had  a  word  with 
them.    Labour,  however,  would  ruin  them. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— Does  the  honor- 
able member  for  Maribyrnong  say  that  he 
can  serve  two  masters — that  he  can  serve 
the  Anti-Sweating  League  and  the  sweaters? 
That  is  the  positirai  that  confronts  him. 
We  see  on  the  Government  benches  the  re- 
presentatives of  the  sweaters  and  also,  if 
not  the  present  at  all  events  a  former  secre- 
tary of  the  Anti-Sweating  League.  Is  it 
not  extraordinary  to  find  honorable  members 
so  associated,  and  offering  the  vorkers  the 
form  of  new  Protecticn  outlined  in  the 
Ministerial  statement  ?  No  one  knows  better 
than  does  the  honorable  member  for  Mari- 
byrnong that  it  is  a  farce  and  a  deceit. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — He  would  have  soorned 
it  a  little  while  ago. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— Certainly,  but  he 
dare  not  express  his  opinion  now.  He  has 
simply  to  follow  the  Government.  We, 
however^  are  not  deceived.  I  wish  to  con- 
vict honcKable  members  opposite  out  (tf 
their  own  mouths.  Ont  section  of  the 
Coalition  may  be  absolutely  sincere,  but 
both  cannot  be.  I  should  like  them  all  to 
be  present  so  that  I  may  separate  the  sheep 
from  the  goats. 

Mr.  Tillev  Bbown. — ^They  are  sepa- 
rated. 

Mr.  Hughes. — ^There  may  be  hylwids. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— There  is  an  ass  or 
two  amongst  them. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook, — The  goats  ate  on  the 
left. 

Mr.  H  UTCH I  SON  .—The  honorable 
member  will  be  on  the  left  all  in  good  time. 
I  do  not  indulge  in  generalities  or  misrepre- 
sentation regarding  the  caucus  methods  of 
the  Govemmrat  party;  I  am  not  familiar 
with  them,  but  I  am  willing  to  tell  them  of 
our  meth<x3s.  They  have  not  tf^d  us  how 
the  fusion  was  brought  about  without  the 
knowledge  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Hume.  They  have  not  told  us  how  it  came 
about  that  a  number  of  m^bers  of  the 
Liberal  party  broke  all  their  pledges,  whilst 
one  of  the  staunchest  Protectionists  and 
Liberals  in  the  House  was  not  con- 
sulted about  theofuraonv  UtQOgA&tiflg  to 
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ieam  what  the  honorable  member  for  Flin- 
ders had  to  say  a  little  while  ago  on  the 
subject  of  the  new  Frotecti(Xi. 

Sir  William  Lyme. — It  would  have  been 
well  had  every  member  of  the  Liberal  party 
signed  a  written  pledge. 

Mx.  HUTCHISON.— Quite  so.  I  can 
assure  the  hcmwable  member  that  they  are 
now  associated  with  men  who  demand 
pledges  from  them  befwe  they  may 
become  candidates.  The  honorable  mem- 
l)er  for  Flinders  is  reported  at  page  203  of 
Vol.  47  of  Hansard,  to  have  siud  in  regard 
to  the  new  Protection — 

I  do  not  suppose  that  we  shall  hear  more 
of  that  scheme,  aad  never  regarded  it  as  a 
serious  political  proposition.  I  looked  upon  it 
as  a  rather  highly-coloured  balloon,  sent  up 
to  amuse  a  House  jaded  with  the  discussion 
of  the  Tariff.  It  has  been  punctured  in  a  good 
many  places,  and  is  now  rather  flabby.  It 
will  take  more  gas  than  the  united  efforts  of 
Ministers  are  capable  of  to  make  it  float  again. 

But  it  has  floated  again,  althou^  it  is  still 
very  flabby. 

Mr.  Atkinson. — It  is  not  the  same 
scheme  at  all. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.-^The  Government 
say  that  their  scheme  is  the  new  Protec- 
tion, and  the  honorai)le  member  says  it  is 
not.  We  are  glad  to  know  it,  and  I  thank 
the  hixiorable  member  itx  interjecting.  The 
honorable  member  for  North  Sydney,  for 
whom  we  all  have  the  highest  respect,  and 
who,  I  believe,  is  absent  on  account  of  ill- 
health,  stated  in  an  address  delivered  in 
Adelaide,  as  reported  in  the  Register  of 
3rd  March,  1909,  that  "  the  new  ProtectUMi 
was  only  a  sham."  He  is  one  of  the  most 
honorable  members  on  that  side  of  the 
House,  and  he  openly  and  honestly  made 
■that  declaration.  The  present  Postmaster- 
General  told  the  people  at  Bendigo  on 
24th  October,  1906,  that — 

No  Ministry  would  be  allowed  to  make  a 
stalking  horse  of  the  Tariff  in  order  to  dis- 
guise Its  own  weakness  and  lack  of  policy. 

What  are  the  present  Government  doing  to- 
day? They  have  no  policy,  and  dare  not 
have  one.  When  the  hoixvable  member  fcx 
Bourke  interjected  just  now,  I  had  lost  sight 
of  the  fact  that  the  "  confusion  "  is  to  last 
not  only  till  the  next  election,  but  after  it, 
and  that  every  Protectionist  on  that  side  of 
the  House  has  been  tied  down  for  the  next 
four  or  five  years,  and  we  do  not  know  how 
many  more  years  after  that.  But  still,  of 
course,  the  Tariff  is  not  to  be  "  made  a 
stalking  horse  of  to  disguise  the  weakness 
and  lack  of  policy  of  the  Government"  ! 
Those  honorable  members  will  be  tied  down 


as  long  as  the  fusion  can  possiUy  ibe  made 
to  last.  1  am  glad  to  say  that  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  manufacturers  of  this  great 
country  it  is  far  mwe  likely  that,  when  the 
Tariff  canes  to  be  dealt  with,  it  will  be  at 
the  hands  of  a  Government  drawn  from  this 
side  of  the  House,  who  will  treat  it  mcve 
iKXiestly  than  it  can  possibly  be  dealt  with 
by  that  ude.  I  oxne  now  to  the  views  of 
the  htxiorable  member  fw  Maribyimxig  rai 
this  question.  He  is  a  typical  Protec- 
tionist, and  I  suppose  no  man  in  Victoria 
has  worked  harder  fcff  Protection  than 
the  honorable  member  has.  He  said  on 
28th  May — 

A  Labour  man  is  neither  fish,  flesh,  nor  good 
red  herring  in  regard  to  the  Tariff. 

I  shall  quote  on  that  question  no  less  an 
authority  than  the  Age,  which  the  honorable 
member  regards  as  dbe  greatest  authority  in 
Australia  on  the  fiscal  question,  and  of 
which  he  is  the  creature.  The  honwable 
member's  memory  must  have  been  short,  or 
the  following  passage,  which  appeared  in 
the  Age  of  nth  May,  1909,  must  have  es- 
caped his  observaticMi,  for  if  he  had  seen  it 
he  would  never  have  made  that  foolish 
statement — 

Liberalism  could  never  have  put  a  Protec- 
tionist Tariff  on  the  statute-book  but  for  the 
help  of  Labour  Protectionists.  If  we  glance 
at  the  policies  of  the  Statet  of  Victoria  and 
New  South  Wales,  the  same  identical  conditions 
have  followed  from  the  coalitions  of  Liberals 
and  Conservatives  against  Labour.  There  has 
been  no  Liberal  policy  in  this  State  for  the 
past  tea  years, 

I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  Wimmera  to  the  statement 
which  follows.  I  intend  to  deal  shortly 
with  the  ridiculous  figures  which  he  qtioted 

regarding  land  settlement.  If  he  had  al- 
lowed a  hen  to  scratch  over  the  paper,  he 
would  have  got  precisely  the  same  result 
as  the  figures  which  he  read  to  the  House. 
This  is  the  statement  of  the  paper  that  now 
supports  the  honorable  member,  and  that  he 
has  to  obey  and  bow  down  to,  or  it  will 
kill  him— 

We  have  no  land  settlement;  no  land  tax. 
We  have  just  stagnated  politically. 

And  there  sit  the  stagnators,  with  their 
policy  of  stagnation.  The  Prime  Minister 
said  on  20th  October,  1908 — 

We  have  seen  coalitions  tried  in  several  of 
the  States  lately,  with  by  no  means  brilliant 
success. 

On  the  same  occawon  he  cried:  "We 
:annot  be  associated  with  reaction- 
aries." Apparently,  everything  that  is  bad 
x>litically  is  go«Vli'tienai^©£)§J^  Prime 
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Minister  to  associate  himself  with.   He  is 

ready  to  take  renegades  from  any  fold  into 
his  fold,  so  long  as  they  do  his  behests,  so 
long  as  he  is  made  the  guiding  star,  and  so 
long  as  they  listen  to  his  beautiful  words, 
words,  words,  beginning  and  ending  with 
words,  but  never  followed  by  deeds.  I 
would  remind  honorable  members  that — 

When  faith  is  loit,  when  honour  dief. 
The  man  is  dead  I 

The  Victorian  idol  has  been  shattered.  The 
people  have  found  it  out.  They  have 
found  it  to  be,  in  the  words  of  Kipling, 
a  "  bloOTiin'  idol  made  of  mud."  Thev 
have  seen  what  a  sham  their  idol  is.  When 
Bret  Harte  wrote — 
For  ways  that  ore  dark  and  tricks  that  are 
vain. 

The  heathen  Chinee  is  peculiar — 

he  knew  nothing  about  this  fusion.  I  won- 
der what  he  would  have  written  if  he  had 
seen  it?  What  he  said  about  the  poor 
Chinaman  would  not  have  .been  a  circum- 
stance to  it.  I  hear  an  interjection  by  the 
right  honorable  member  for  Swan.  I  have 
been  very  good  to  him  so  far,  but  as  he 
wants  me  to  pay  him  swne  attention,  I  have 
here  a  little  effort  of  his.  I  shall  revert  for 
a  m<Mnent  to  the  Dreadnought  questicm.  I 
intended  to  deal  with  it  in  connexicm  with 
the  financial  proposals  of  the  Government, 
but  I  shall  mention  it  now  instead.  No 
Perth  journal  would  misrepresent  the  right 
honorable  member.  I  wish  to  say  in  pass- 
ing that  I  find  the  West  Australian  the 
fairest  paper  in  the  Commonwealth.  Al- 
though it  will  not  agree  with  Labour  mem- 
ber's views,  but  will  slate  them,  it  will  al- 
ways give  them  the  use  of  its  columns,  and 
report  both  sides  fairly.  This  is  what  that 
paper  reports  the  right  honorable  gentleman 
to  have  said  with  regard  to  the  Dreadnought 
questi<m.  I  suppose  he  has  forgotten  all 
about  it.  Sir  Jchn  Forrest  turns  a  cold 
stream  of  commcm  sense  on  the  hysterical 
panic-mongers.  This  is  the  statement  attri- 
buted to  the  right  honorable  gentleman — 

Before  I  could  subscribe  to  a  contribution  of 
two  millions  based  upon  panic  excitement,  I 
would  wish  to  know  (i)  whetbei  the  Mother 
Country  considered  there  was  a  necessity  for 
assistance  as  proposed,  and  (a)  how  the  money 
would  be  found. 

Is  the  Treasurer  able  to  tell  us  now  how 
the  money  is  to  be  found  ?  We  have  every 
right  to  know.  When  the  present  Prime 
Minister  first  said  he  was  in  favour  of  the 
gift  of  a  Dreadnought,  and  wished  us  to 
offer  one  to  the  Mother  Country,  I  said 
it  was  his  duty  first  to  tell  us  where  we 
Mr.  Hutehiton, 


were  to  find  the  money.   He  was  in  0^)o> 

sition  then,  and  although  it  was  not  the 
duty  of  the  Opp(Kition  to  tell  the  Fisher 
Government  where  to  find  the  mcoiey  to 
carry  out  its  own  schemes,  it  certainly  was 
their  duty,  if  they  made  proposals  that  the 
Fisher  Government  would  have  to  finance, 
and  that  were  not  in  its  policy,  to  tell  the 
country  where  they  would  find  the  money- 
Has  the  Treasurer  yet  found  out  where  the 
money  is  to  come  f  rcxn  ?  The  Govanmoit 
know  nothing  about  their  own  finance,  but 
we  know  where  the  m<»iey  is  to  be  found. 
It  was  little  short  of  political  brigandage 
for  the  Government  to  dip  their  hands  into 
the  Treasury  to  the  tune  of  ,000,000 
without  consulting  the  people,  and  without 
consulting  Parliament,  while  it  was  sitting. 
I  never  heard  of  anything  so  atrocious  or 
unconstituti<xial. 

Sir  John  Forrest.— We  did  not  do  it. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— In  his  usual  man- 
ner the  Prime  Minister  shifted  his  groimd  a 
little.  When  he  went  round  the  txjuntr)-, 
he  said  that  there  was  to  be  the  oflFer  of  a 
Dreadnought,  and  the  carrying  out  of  the 
naval  policy  of  the  Fisher  GovenunenL 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — He  did  not  use  the 
words  "  Fisher  Government." 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— He  said  there 
was  to  be  the  offer  of  a  Dreadnought  and  a 
naval  policy,  and  the  naval  policy  of  the 
Fisher  Government  is  the  only  naval  poUo' 
before  the  OxmwHiwealth.  The  Prime 
Minister  said  over  and  over  again  that  be 
was  in  favour  of  it. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — The  Fisher  Govern- 
ment took  the  policy  frcxn  the  honorable 
member  ftw  Ballarat. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— The  honorable 
member  is  dcnng  an  injustice  to  the  hcxior- 
able  member  iot  South  Sydney,  who,  wh«i 
Prime  Minister  of  the  first  Labour  Govern- 
ment, submitted  a  naval  scheme  that  has 
been  before  us  ever  since.  Hansard  will 
show  that  before  then  not  a  word  was  ever 
uttered  in  this  House  by  any  other  honor- 
able member  putting  forward  a  naval  de- 
fence schane  for  Australia. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — The  scheme  was 
brought  down  by  the  honwable  member  for 
Ballarat,  and  the  Labour  party  copied  it. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— If  the  honorable 
member  will  turn  up  the  policy  speech  de- 
livered by  the  honorable  member  for  South 
Sydney,  as  reported  in  Hansard  for  1904. 
he  will  find  that  the  scheme  that  is  now  be- 
ing carried  ouf>>gift«d  bl^C^^^Qben.  I 
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challenge  the  honorable  member  for  Bourke 
to  find  a  single  word  about  a  naval  scheme 
from  the  inaugwation  of  the  Federatkn 
until  the  Ixmorable  member  for  South 
Sydney  put  bis  scheme  before  the  House. 
Some  of  us  have  rather  good  memories,  but 
the  honorable  member  for  Bourke  has  a 
short  one  when  it  suits  him.  To  show  what 
reliance  is  to  be  placed  upon  the  Prime  Min- 
ister's promise,  I  wish  to  deal  with  the 
question  of  the  cable  service.  No  doubt 
h(Hiorable  members  have  read  the  follow- 
ing cablegram  from  London,  which  re- 
cently appeared  in  our  newspapers — 

It  was  announced  that  the  Pacific  Board  bad 
decided  to  reduce  their  proportion  of  the  charge 
by  half,  to  2^d.,  and  New  Zealand  to  rednce 
its  proportion  by  ^d.,  making  an  immediate 
reduction  in  press  messages  Mtween  England 
and  New  Zealand  to  9d.  It  was  expected  that 
the  Commonwealth  would  lower  its  land  charges 
by  ^d.,  which  would  reduce  the  Australian 
press  messages  vid  the  Pacific  to  S^d.  It  is 
also  expected  that  if  the  Atlantic  companies 
and  the  Canadian  land  lines  make  reductions 
they  will  be*  devoted  to  lowering  the  press 
rates. 

The  Gov^nment  policy  omtains  a  fnopcsal 
for  the  dieapoiing  of  cable  rates.  Let  me 
show  the  vsQue  of  that.  If  there  is  one 
curse  which  afflicts  this  country  more  than 
does  the  land  monopoly,  it  is  the  cable 
monopoly.  A  Deakin  Administration  was 
responsible  for  allowing  the  Eastern  Ex- 
tension Telegraph  Company  to  open  an 
o&ce  in  Melbourne,  and  thus  to  take  busi- 
ness away  from  the  Pacific  Cable  Company, 
which  every  Government  should  do  all  in 
its  power  to  assist.  When  the  Copyright 
Bill  was  before  Parliament,  Senator  Pearoe 
carried  the  insertion  of  a  clause  dealing 
with  the  cable  nuxiopoly.  It  was  near  the 
end  of  the  session,  and  I  had  got.  so  tired 
of  the  Govemmoit  of  the  day  that  I  felt 
inclined  to  leave  the  House  altogether,  hop- 
ing for'  better  things  in  the  new  session. 
But,  as  I  was  interested  in  the  attempt  to 
break  down  the  Cable  Combine,  I  stayed. 
The  Government  had  promised  to  support 
legislation  to  deal  with  that  combine,  and 
what  was  my  astonishmwit  when  I  was 
asked  if  I  would  be  willing  to  allow  the 
clause  of  which  I  have  spoken  to  be 
dropped,  to  enable  the  Copyright  Bill  to 
be  passed  into  law  !  I  immediately  veat 
into  the  Prime  Minister's  room,  and  asked 
the  Minister  if  the  clause  was  to  be 
dropped.  He  said,  "  Yes.  The  whole 
House  is  in  favour  of  dropping  it,  because 
it  is  too  late  in  the  session  to  pass  it,  and 
it  will  not  do  what  is  aimed  at."  I  asked, 
"  Then  why  not  amend  it?"   He  replied 


— and  I  believe  it  to  be  true — that  the 
question  was  too  important  to  deal  with  so 
late  in  the  session,  adding,  "  I  prranise 
you  that  next  year  this  Government  will  in- 
troduce legislation  to  deal  with  the  matter." 
That  was  the  compact  made  with  me.  He 
wished  me  to  stay  and  keep  a  House.  Now 
I  have  always  been  here  from  the  moment 
the  Speaker  takes  the  chair  until  the  ad- 
journment, and,  of  course,  I  stayed.  Next 
jear,  the  Attorney -General  of  the  day— 
who  is  now  Mr.  Justice  Isaacs— laid  a 
couple  of  clauses  on  the  table,  and  made  a 
ten-mmutes'  speech,  saying  that  the  matter 
with  which  they  dealt  was  important,  and 
should  be  considered  bv  honorable  mem- 
bers. I  have  in  mv  letter-box  the  notes 
from  which  I  was  gomg  to  speak  in  regard 
to  that  legislation,  but  they  have  not  been 
used  yet,  because  the  Government  did  not 
give  us  an  opportunity  to  discuss  it.  That 
shows  the  fraud  that  was  practised  upon  us. 
Is  the  House  aware  that  if  a  Labour  daily 
newspaper  is  started  in  Adelaide  it  will  be 
impossible,  under  present  conditions,  to  cet 
a  cable  servioe  for  it? 

Sir  John  Quick.— Could  it  not  get  a  ser- 
vice over  the  Pacific  Cable? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— No.  The  press 
cable  combniation  controls  all  the  cable 
news  that  comes  to  Australia.  How  could 
any  mdividual  newspaper  fight  such  a 
powerful  combine  as  that?  When  the  Ade- 
laide weekly  fferald  asked  the  proprietors 
of  the  local  newspapers  to  be  allowed  to 
share  in  their  cable  service,  they  were  re- 
ferred to  the  proprietors  of  the  Argus,  who 
replied  that  the  matter  rested  entirely  with 
the  proprietors  of  the  Adelaide  Register 
and  the  Adelaide  Advertiser.  The  letters 
have  been  published  in  Hansard,  but  it 
might  be  as  well  to  read  them  again.  The 
whole  correspondence  appeared  in  the 
Herald,  of  28th  October,  1905.  The  letter 
from  the  Arpts  proprietors  was  as  fol- 
lows— 

The  Argus  and  Austtalanan, 

Melbourne,  and  February,  1004. 

Dear  Sir, 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  ist  iast.,  ask- 
mg  on  what  terms  you  could  be  supplied  with 
the  Cable  Association's  telegrams,  we  beg  to 
say  that  so  far  as  Adelaide  is  concerned  the 
matter  rests  entirely  with  the  proprietors  of 
the  Regttier  and  the  Advertiser  as  to  whether 
they  would  consent  to  another  journal  there 
joining  In  the  sendee,  and  we  therefore  refer 
you  m  the  first  initance  to  the  conductors  of 
tiiose  papers.  . 

YouTBiifMthfMHjFlOOQle 

Wilson  ino  McKihnon. 
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The  manager  of  the  fferald  then  received 
the  following  letter  from  the  proprietors 
of  the  Register  and  Advertiser — 

Adelaide,  17th  Febniary,  1904. 

Dear  Sir, 

In  reply  to  yours  of  and  9th  inst.  in- 
quiring regarding  the  proposed  sharing  of  our 
?Sle  servSe,  we*  wish  to  explain  that  the  joint 
Inter-State  agreement  regulating  that  service  con- 
tains a  clause,  which  says,  "that  no  mMsages 
shall  be  supplied  to  the  proprietary  of  anv 
newspaper  published  either  m  Sydney,  Mel- 
bourne, Adelaide,  or  Brisbane,  other  than  m 
respect  of  the  newspapers  mentioned  m  this 
agreement,  without  Oie  unanimous  consent  of 
the  parties  hereto,  except  to  the  proprietary  of 
any  evening  newspaper  or  newspapers  which 
may  hereafter  be  published  in  Melbourne.  In 
conformity  with  this  obligation,  we  have  com- 
municated with  our  partners  in  the  other  States, 
and  we  find  that  it  is  impossible  to  obtain  the 
*'  unanimous  consent,"  provided  for  in  the  clause 
just  quoted. 

Faithfully  yours, 

J.  L.  BowrraoN  ft  Cot. 

W.  K.  Thomas  &  Coy'. 

Those  interested  in  the  fferald  then  wrote 
to  New  Zealand,  and  obtsuned  this  reply— 

The  Manager,  The  Herald,  Adelaide. 
Dear  Sir, 

Our  cables  are  the  same  as  those  supplied 
to  the  Australian  papers.  We  obtain  them  f  rom 
the  Cable  Association.  It  is  quite  impossible, 
therefore,  for  us  to  supply  them*  to  any  one 

The  Managbr,  United  Press  Association  Ua., 
Wellington,  N.Z. 
The  Herald,  in  the  last  resort,  wrote,  re- 
cently, to  Reuter's,  asking  for  a  service, 
and  received  this  reply — 

With  further  reference  to  your  recent  in- 
quiry as  to  our  preparedness  to  make  an  mde- 

rndent  news  service  to  the  Adelaide  Herald, 
now  have  pleasure  in  communicating  the  pur- 
port of  our  general  manager's  reply  just  to 
hand.  He  writes  as  follows  "  I  am  this  day 
in  receipt  of  your  yesterday's  letter,  in  which 
you  refer  to  the  visit  paid  you  by  Mr.  T.  T. 
Opie  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  whether  we 
should  be  free  to  furnish  an  independent  ser- 
vice of  cable  news  from  home  to  the  extent 
of  300  or  400  words  per  day.  In  view  of 
existing  arrangements,  I  regret  that  it  would 
not  be  possible  for  us  to  undertake  the  service 
in  question,  and  I  beg  of  you  to  intimate,  with 
regret,  to  Mr.  Opie  that  we  arc  not  at  the 
present  time  open  to  negotiate  for  an  indepen- 
dent supply." 

Is  it  not  dreadful  that  such  a  thing  should 
be  possible  in  a  free  country  lilce  Australia? 
Although  we  boast  of  our  freedcmi,  we  de- 
pend for  our  cable  news  from  other  parts 
of  the  world  upon  a  ccMnbine  which  can 
suppres.s  and  distort  as  it  pleases,  and 
which 'causes  great  loss  to  the  canmunity. 
^oes  the  Government  propose  to  deal  with 
Hr.  UmtcUten. 


this  cranbine?  What  right  has  it  to  say 
that  no  one  shall  share  with  it  in  the  cabk 
news? 

Sir  John  QtnCK. — Why  is  not  another 
co-operative  agency  started? 

Mr.  Fisher. — ^To  do  that  would  be  as 
easy  as  to  start  another  Federal  Parlia- 
ment. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— Yes.  No  man 
wwked  harder  than  did  Sir  Sandford 
Fleming  to  establish  the  Pacific  Cable  ser- 
vice. Its  establishment  cost  him  a  large 
part  of  his  private  means,  and  a  great 
deal  of  labour.  He  was  astounded  at  the 
diiiiculttes  placed  in  his  way.  Opposition 
of  every  kind  was  created  by  the  highest 
oflSdals  in  the  Imperial  sernce,  and  lies 
of  all  kinds  were  circulated  by  the  East- 
em  Extension  Company,  such  as  the  state- 
ment that  the  depth  of  the  ocean  would  vtsA 
permit  the  laying  of  the  cable  When  it 
was  proposed  to  seize  an  island  as  a  land- 
ing station,  America  was  allowed  to  step  in 
and  prevent  that  being  done,  although  the 
territory  would  have  Iwen  of  great  value  to 
the  Empire.  Sir  Sandford  Fleming, 
sper.king  at  the  Jutnlee  Exhibition,  so  far 
back  as  1887,  said — 

This  is  not  the  lirst  time  that  a  company 
or  an  individual  has  been  called  up(»i  to  re- 
linquish 3  monopoly  found  to  be  inimical  to 
tlie  public  welfare.  Is  it  for  a  momcDl 
to  be  thought  of  that  Canada  and  Aos* 
tralia  are  never  to  hold  direct  telegraphic  !&• 
tercourse  because  a  commercial  company  stands 
in  the  way?  Are  commercial  relations  between 
two  of  tne  most  impoitaat  divisions  of  the 
British  family  forever  to  remain  dormant  in 
order  that  the  profits  of  a  company  may  he 
maintained  ?  Are  the  vital  interests  of  the 
Britirii  Empire  to  be  neglected?  Is  the  per- 
manent policy  of  England  to  be  thwarted?  Is 
'the  peace  of  the  world  to  be  endangered  at 
the  bidding  of  a  joint  stock  company?  It  was 
time  for  the  British  people  scattered  round  the 
world  to  set  about  putting  their  house  in  order. 

I  ask  that  this  matter  should  be  seriously 
considered,  in  order  to  see  whether  this  or 
any  other  Government  can  set  our  house  in 
order,  and  free  the  people  of  Australia 
from  a  thraldom  to  which  they  ought  never 
have  been  subjected. 

Mr,  WiLKS.— The  telegraph  company 
keep  eleven  lines  out  of  thirteen  idle  in  the 
Atlantic,  so  that  they  may  hold  the  mtmo- 
poly. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— And  thus  charge 
what  prices  they  like. 

Sir  John  Quick. — What  does  the  honor- 
able member  propose  should  be  done? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  would  point  out 
that  the  newspapers  have  to  pay  whatew 
charges  are  asked  and  accept  whatever  news 
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is  given ;  and  if  one  country  new  spaper 
were  to  accept  any  special  news  ham  the 
Pacific  Cable  Cwnpany,  tbey  would  be 
supplied  with  no  more  messages  by  the 
<Mher  company. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  country  news- 
papers of^  use  the  messages  without  pay- 
ing for  than. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— And  they  ought 
to  be  able  to  use  the  news  for  nothing.  I 
venture  to  say  that  it  does  not  cost  the 
great  daily  newspapers  one  farthing  for 
their  cable  news,  but  that,  on  the  contrary, 
they  make  a  sutetantial  profit.  Whv  should 
we  not  do  as  is  done  in  the  Old  Country  ? 
When  I  was  ccmnected  with  the  third  oldest 
iiew5pax)er  in  the  United  KingdcHOj  the 
Aberdeen  Journal.,  all  that  that  (^lice  paid 
for  the  foreign  cable  news  was  the  cost  of 
telegraphing  it  over  the  special  wire  from 
London.  At  2  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
the  whole  of  the  London  daily  newspapers 
axe  printed  and  ready  to  be  sent  into  the 
provinces,  and  then  the  direct  wires  are  set 
to  work,  and  the  whole  of  the  cables  thus 
made  available  throughout  the  Kingdom- 
Why  should  we  allow  a  mcHiopoly,  which 
declares  that  no  one  shall  live  except  on 
its  own  terms? 

Sir  John  Quick. — What  does  the  honor- 
able member  propose? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  propose  that  we 
should  do  away  with  the  o^jright  in  the 
cable  messages ;  and  I  ccntend  that  that  is 
only  a  fair  way  of  dealing  with  a  monopoly 
which  acts  in  the  way  I  have  described.  I 
should  compel  the  tHg  daDy  newspi^ien 
to  allow  any  newspaper  to  share  the  mes* 
sages,  if  the  <»dinary  prices  are  paid. 

Sir  John  Quick.— Would  the  honorable 
member  reduce  the  press  ratej  in  order  to 
break  the  combine  ? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON— That  would  not 
be  of  the  slightest  use.  I  have  no  desire 
to  be  unfair  to  any  monopoly  or  ccwnbine; 
but  I  contend  that  every  newspaper,  and 
every  member  of  the  ounmunity/  should  be 
put  on  the  same  footing.  The  result  of 
the  present  monopoly  is  that  no  independent 
news  can  be  published — tiiat  untruths  sent 
by  cable  cannot  be  contradicted. 

Mr.  Webster. — What  about  cable  news 
leaking  out  to  interested  parties  befwe  it 
reaches  the  public? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON— In  that  matter, 
there  ought  to  be  specific  charges ;  and,  as 
I  have  no  proof,  I  do  not  wbh  to  deal 
with  it.  There  ought  to  be  absolute  free- 
dom in  regard  to  ca&les,  to  those  who  desire 
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to  found  new  newspapers.  I  shall  have  a 
further  opportunity  of  dealing  with  the 
questicm ;  and,  in  the  meantime,  I  ask  the 
Postmaster-General  to  think  the  matter 
over,  and  see  if  he  cannot  compel  the  press 
monopoly  to  sell  the  news  to  all  who  wish 
to  buy.  Reurer's  Company,  and  the  other 
press  agencies,  can  be  dealt  with  by  an 
amendment  of  the  Anti  Trust  Act.  The 
Prime  Minister  has  told  us  how  determined 
ha  is  that  no  trust  shall  rear  its  head  in 
Australia  ;  bu(  here  we  have  one  that  h.is 
not  only  reared  its  head,  but  is  doing  in- 
finite damnge.  I  hope  the  Government  will 
not  introduce  such  a  foolish  Defence  Bill  as 
they  did  before — a  Bill  quite  in  keeping 
with  all  the  legislation  lately  introduced  bv 
the  Prime  Minister.  That  Defence  Bill 
would  accomplish  nothing,  and  prove  ut- 
terly unworkable. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — It  was  only  intended 
to  make  speeches  about  I 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— Absolutely;  it  did 
not  even  provide  for  the  training  of  cadets ; 
and  I  do  not  see  how  we  are  to  expect  any 
improvement  under  the  i»'esent  fusim  of 
parties.  The*  Miniver  of  Defence  knows 
what  a  howling  mess  the  Prime  Minister 
and  his  late  colleagues  made  of  the  Postal 
administration.  Tley  had  millions  of 
money  at  their  disposal ;  but  when  the  late 
Prime  Minister  came  into  office,  not  one 
sixpence  was  left.  The  Post  and  Telegraph 
Department  might  have  been  put  in  efficient 
order,  if  businesslike  methods  had  been 
adopted;  but  the  State  Rights  members 
shewed  a  desire  only  to  placate  the  States, 
to  the  exclusicHi  of  great  national  con- 
cerns. Now  the  Government  talk  glibly 
about  spending  scores  of  thousands  of 
pounds ;  and  they  will  have  to  spend  mil- 
lions if  they  endeavour  to  people  the 
Northern  Territory ;  because  there  is  the 
debt  to  be  considered,  and  roads  are  re-  ■ 
quired  in  every  direction. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Is  the  honraable 
member  against  that? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— No;  but  I  desire 
to  find  the  necessary  money,  and  not  merely 
talk  about  the  work.  * 

Sir    John    Forrest. — How  would  the 
honorable  member  find  the  money  ? 

Mr.    HUTCHISON.— It  is  the  Trea- 
surer's business  to  find  the  money. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — But  the  h(xiorabl<? 
member  says  that  not  sixpence  was  left  in 
the  Treasiu-y. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.-fWhen..!the  late 
Treasurer  caure'^te  'dflfit^.^W^fee'  was  not 
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even  money  enough  to  send  the  cadets  into 
camp;  although  the  members  of  the  Deakin 
Government  always  speak  of  their  great 
pride  in  this  branch  of  the  defences. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — How  much  did  the 
Fisher  Government  leave  in  the  Treasury  ? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— Many  thousands 
of  pounds,  in  order  to  pay  old-age  pensions. 
I  am  not  going  to  blame  the  present  Min- 
ister of  Defence  for  anything  in  connexion 
with  his  Department^  thoughr  I  am  sure  I 
shall  have  much  to  blame  him  for  later  cm, 
judging  from  the  speeches  we  have  heard 
from  him.  It  may  be,  however,  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  is  going  to  sink  his 
views  in  this,  as  in  orher  matters,  and  bow 
10  the  Prime  Minister.  One  set  of  views 
is  held  by  the  head  of  the  Government, 
another  set  by  the  Minister  of  Defence,  and 
a  third  by  the  HcMiorary  Minister;  and 
under  such  circumstances,  what  kind  of  a 
hotch-potch  may  we  not  expect  in  the  De- 
fence Department  ?  We  are  asked  to  spend 
;£2, 000,000  on  a  Dreadnought;  but  I  con- 
tend that  if  such  an  amount  of  money  were 
spent  in  peopling  the  Northern  Territory, 
it  would  be  doing  something  for  the  Old 
Country  and  also  Australia.  The  Old 
Country  requires  no  monetary  aid ;  we  have 
only  to  tell  her,  should  the  occasion  arise, 
that  we  require  several  millions,  and  we 
would  be  given  them  as  cheerfully  as  wc 
should  give  them  to  her  in  case  of  neces- 
sity. I  see  that  the  honorable  member  for 
Wimmera  is  in  the  chamber;  and  I  desire 
to  refer  for  a  moment  to  the  jumble  of 
figures  which  the  honorable  member  placed 
before  us  in  the  course  of  his  address.  I 
am  sure  that  no  one  could  make  head  or 
tail  of  what  he  was  driving  at ;  the  only 
conclusion  ]  could  come  to  was  that  he  was 
endeavouring  to  show  tiiat  ^he^e  has  been 
plenty  cf  land  settlement  in  Victoria 
lately.  It  is  well  known  that  in  South 
Australia,  304  persons  or  companies  own 
3,545,000  acres  of  land,  while  1,269,704 
acres  of  alienated  lands  are  held  bv  30 
persons  or  companies;  and  the  position  is 
very  little  different  in  Victoria.  I  ask  the 
honorable  member  whether  he  knows  that 
in  Victoria  there  has  been  a  serious  decline 
in  the  rural  population?  The  records  of 
the  Statistical  Department  show^  that,  be- 
tween 1884  and  1902,  the  cultivated  farms 
in  fifteen  counties  declined  by  2,352,  and 
that  in  1893,  the  area  under  cultiv.ition  was 
less  than  that  in  1873,  while  in  1896  the 
cultivated  farms  had  declined  by  4.000. 
Does  the  honorable  .-nember  know  that  in 


1904  there  were  1,849  fewer  holdings,  as 
compared  with  1884,  although  there  were 
7,500,000  acres  more  in  occupation?  Does 
that  look  as  if  settlement  were  progressing? 
The  land  of  whole  parishes  in  many  in- 
stances has  been  merged  in  one  large 
estate,  the  property  of  one  persuL  That 
has  taken  place  in  a  State  having  an  area 
of  56,245,760  acres — an  insignificant  terri- 
tory oxnpared  with  that  of  other  States. 

Mr.  Sampson. — Does*  the  hOTHM-ablc 
member  say  that  those  figures  prove  that 
the  New  Zealand  land  tax  has  been  more 
successful  than  has  that  of  Victoria? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON— I  am  not  attempt. 

ing  to  prove  anything  of  the  kind.  Tht 
land  tax  in  New  Zealand  was  certainly 
more  successful  than  the  honwable  mem- 
ber would  have  us  believe,  but  it  is  not 
such  a  tax  as  we  prc^x»e.  It  made  New 
Zealand  prosperous. 

Mr.  Atkinson. — So  that  New  Zealand 
is  prosperous  now? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— Since  the  death 
of  Mr.  Seddon,  and  the  failure  to  carry 
on  his  policy,  New  Zealand  has  been 
going  to  the  dogs.  The  present  Govern- 
ment are  going  to  resort  to  borrowing  jost 
as  the  Commonwealth  Government  propose 
to  do,  and  such  a  policy  will  also  send 
this  country  to  the  dogs.  Before  the 
adoption  of  the  Seddcxi  policy  people  were 
leaving  New  Zealand  in  thousands,  became 
they-  otHild  not  find  employment  there. 

Mr.  Atkinson. — The^  are  leaving  now. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— The  moment  that 
the  Ballance-Seddon  policy  was  adopted. 
New  Zealand  went  on  the  up  grade,  and 
a  large  influx  of  population  took  place. 

Mr.  Sampson. — The  expenditure  of 
borrowed  mcxiey  accounted  largely  for  that. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— No.  The  expen- 
diture of  borrowed  money  has  led  to  the 
depression  that  exists  there  to-day.  Does 
the  honorable  member  know  what  the  land 
tax  did  for  the  Cheviot  Estate  in  New 
Zealand  ?  Does  he  know  that  there  is 
no  compulsory  valuation  in  Victoria,  al- 
though such  a  system  prevails  in  New 
Zealand  ?  Does  he  know  thai  under  the 
Victorian  Land  Tax  Act  the  richest  mile 
of  territory  in  Victoria  may  not  be  subject 
to  a  penny  of  taxation,  and  that  even  when 
we  pass  beyond  that  mile,  and  reach  land 
worth  ;^ioo  or  £,^20  per  acre,  we  find 
that  it  cannot  be  valued  for  taxatkm  pur- 
poses at  more  than  jQ^  per  acre?  What 
pushed  New  Zealand  to  the  i^^^^  was 
not  the  land  tax  itself,  but  o 
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Mr.  Atkinson. — The  frozen  mutton, 
trade. 

Mr,  HUTCHISON.— The  honorable 
member  knows  nothing  about  the  matter, 
and  is  not  prepared  to  receive  information 
on  the  subject.  It  was  not  so  mudi  the 
land  tax  'as  the  power  of  compulscMy  pur- 
chase that  caused  the  land  policy  there  to 
be  successful. 

Mr.  Atkinson.  —  That  prevails  in 
Vict(»ia. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— It  certainly  does 
not.  Under  the  New  Zealand  Act,  there 
is  power  to  ccxnpulsOTily  purchase  land  at 
the  valuation  for.  taxation  purposes  set 
upon  it  by  the  owner,  plus  10  per  cent. 

Mr.  Saupson. — How  is  it  that  the  Go- 
vonroent  of  New  Zealand  have  paid  nearly 
as  much  per  acre  for  land  as  has  been 
paid  by  the  Victorian  Government? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— That  has  been 
due  to  the  rush  for  land.  I  wish  now 
to  show  very  briefly  what  would  be  the 
effect  of  the  adoption  of  the  land  tax 
proposals  of  the  Fisher  Government. 
Under  the  voluntary  purdiase  of"  land 
system,  which  came  into  operation  in 
South  Australia  in  1902,  over  3,000  per- 
sons have  been  settled  on  the  land.  The 
adoption  of  the  Labour  Goverrunent's  land 
tax  proposals  would  lead,  not  to  3,000,  but 
to  300,000  persons  being  settled  there,  and 
to  many  hundreds  of  thousands  more  being 
Kttled  in  other  parts  of  the  Commonwealth. 
The  Yongala  Estate,  which  has  an  area  of 
53,591  aaes,  was  acquired  by  tbt  South 
Australian  Government  in  1902,  when  its 
knprovements  wtte  valued  at  ;^4i5i3  13s. 
94.  It  then  carried  35,000  sheep,  and 
two  or  three  families.  The  Surveyor- 
General,  in  his  report  for  1907-8,  shows 
that  the  estate  was  subdivided  into 
133  blocks,  and  allotted  to  127  perstxis. 
The  result  is  that  the  present  value  of 
improvements  on  the  land  is  ^^33,461  las., 
whilst  it  is  carrying  14,942  sheep  and 
lambs,  973  horses,  and  964  head  of 
cattle.  Last  year  15,346  acres  mre  under 
cultivation,  and  9,435  acres  in  fallow. 
During  the  previous  season  238,727  bushels 
of  wheat,  and  10,358  bushels  of  barley 
and  oats  were  reaped  from  15,068  acres, 
and  the  population  on  the  estate,  includ- 
ing childi<en,  is  now  615,  all  in  comfortable 
circumstances.  If  the  Fisher  Govern- 
ment's land  policy  were  adopted,  we  should 
settle  thousands  of  similar  estates.  I 
want  now  to  show  tl»e  character  of  some 
honorable  manbers  opposite.  I  have  here 
a  cutting  from  a  newspaper  .well  known 
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in  the  Wimmera  district.  I  refer  to  the 
Warracknabeal  Post,  which  in  its  issue  of 
i6th  March  last,  gives  a  report  of  a  meet- 
ing under  the  following  headings,  "  Kel- 
lalac  Mail  Servire,"  "  Indignation  Meet- 
ing of  Residents."  *'  Some  Plain  Speak- 
uig,"  "Mr.  Sampson,  M.H.R.,  Criticised." 
I  think  diat  the  reprnt  ought  to  be  txoug^t 
under  the  notice  of  the  House  It  sets 
forth  that  the  chairman,  a  Mr.  E.  Robin- 
son, said — 

There  was  something  peculiar  about  their  mail 
service  altogether.  Ai  the  meeting  knew,  tome 
time  ago  they  got  up  a  petition  and  applied  for 
a  mail  from  Warracknabeal  to  Murtoa,  up  one 
day  and  down  another.  They  could  not  get  it. 
They  were  told  at  the  time  ttiat  it  was  a  thing 
impossible.  All  of  a  sudden,  they  were  given 
this  new  bi-weckly  service  from  Warracknabeal. 
They  were  never  consulted  about  that,  or  asked 
if  they  wanted  it.  Another  thine  be  noticed 
was  that  on  tite  previous  Friday  sight  tbey  did 
not  get  their  weekly  papers  vid  Murtoa.  So  far 
as  be  conld  make  out,  there  was  some  tmderhand 
work  in  connexion  with  that. 

The  honorable  member  for  Winunera  will 
know  what  the  underhand  yrork  was — 

It  seemed  to  him  that  some  one  had  been  at 
work,  and  had  the  papers  sent  on  to  Warrackna- 
beal 90  at  to  swell  the  new  service.  .  .  Be- 
fore the  Pffsi  was  started,  they  were  told  hy^ 
their  representative,  Mr.  Sampstm,  that  nothing 
could  be  done.  When  he  saw,  however,  that 
the  proprietors  of  the  T'tfst  were  sending  their 
paper  ont  at  their  own  expense,  independent  of 
the  mail  service,  and  that  the  people  of  KelU- 
lac  were  dropping  the  Htrafd  he  evidently 
thought  he  had  better  try  and  get  something 
done  or  get  the  Government  to  do  something. 

I  come  now  to  the  most  important  part 
of  the  report — 

The  chairman  said  he  had  received  a  letter 
from  S.  Sampson  and  Co.,  which  seemed  to 
show  that  their  member  was  representing  the 
Herald,  and  not  KellaUc,  in  the  matter  of  the 
mail  service,  and  that  the  Herald  was  trying  to 
get  back  the  subscribers  it  loat  when  the  Post 
started.  He  then  read  the  letter,  which  began, 
"  Dear  Sir. — Seeing  that  we  have  secured  a  bi- 
weekly mail  to  Kellalac,"  and  ctmclnded  with 
"  hoping  to  see  you  reinstated  on  our  list  of 
subscribers." 

Mr.  Armstrong.— A  lot  of  us  got  those. 
(Laughter.)    I  got  one  the  other  day. 

The  Chainnaa. — It  would  teem  that  our  mem- 
ber is  simply  Arranging  to  get  his  paper  to  the 
district,  but  the  district  can  do  without  it. 

We  have  had  burled  at  the  Labour  party 
from  the  Government  side  of  the'  Hoas© 
the  <iiarge  that  it  is  associated  

Mr.  Saupson. — What  point  does  the 
honoraUe  member  wish  to  make  by  read- 
ing that  r^xxt? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  wish  the  hon- 
oraUe  member  to  admits  or  denv  diat  the 
csreular  referss&iited  «rar>i^§ii6  and  to 
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say  that  he  is  not  using  his  position  in 
this  House  to  get  something  that  will  be 
to  his  pecuniary  advantage. 

Mr.  Sampson. — A  mean,  contemptible 
charge^ 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— Does  the  honor- 
able  member  deny  the  charge? 

Mr.  Sampson. — Absolutely. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— Are  the  state- 
ments in  this  repOTt  untrue?  Does  the 
honorable  member  deny  that  the  dicnlar 
was  sent  out? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber cannot  reply  now  to  the  questions  which 
are  being  put  to  him. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— No,  rir,  but  he 
can  interject  very  freely  when  he  dedres 
to  do  so.  I  wish  to  obtain  fmn  him  a 
simple  reply  to  my  question.  Was  the 
circular  issued? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Order !  The  honor- 
able member  says  that  he  has  made  a 
serious  charge,  and  I  think  that  be  ought, 
in  fairness  to  the  honorable  member  for 
Wimmera,  to  recognise  that  he  should  be 
given  an  opportunity  to  make  an  explana- 
tion at  the  conclusion  of  his  speedi,  rather 
than  seek  now  to  embarrass  him. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— Quite  so,  Mr. 
Speaker.  That  is  the  fairest  course  to 
pursue,  but  I  have  been  speaking  for  a 
long  time,  and  in  the  heat  of  debate  it 
did  not  occur  to  me.  This  is  a  serious 
matter. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  honorable 
membo'  has  been  talking  for  a  long  time. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— The  honorable 
membtf  will  not  accuse  me  of  having 
failed  to  deal  honestly  and  fairly  with 
the  most  important  questions  before  the 
House.  He  cannot  accuse  me  of  wasting 
any  time.  I  have  heard  the  honorable 
member  talking  for  hours  in  this  House, 
and  indulging  in  the  greatest  inanities. 
The  honorable  member  need  not  think  that 
he  is  going  to  cut  short  my  speech.  I 
have  never  been  accused,  «ther  in  this 
or  in  any  other  Parliament,  of  wasting 
time. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  honorable 
member  is  wasting  time  now, 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— It  may  be  neces- 
sary to  waste  a  good  deal  of  time  before 
we  allow  what  the  honorable  member  has 
described  as  "cheatery,"  and  as  something 
impossible,  to  be  foisted  on  the  people. 
Even  if  it  involves  a  waste  of  time,  I  shall 
adopt  any  means  to  prevent  the  passing  of 
*^  new  Protection  schone  which  is  ixnr 


proposed  by  the  Government,  and  which  the 
honorable  member  for  Flinders  said  was  a 
balloon,  and  a  pricked  balloon  at  that.  We 
^all  not  have  that  kind  of  thing  foisted 
upcMi  us.  I  deprecate  the  wasting  of  time, 
and  hope  that  the  Govmunent  will  bring 
forward  measures  that  are  really  of  advan- 
tage to  the  country.  They  will  have  my 
support  in  that  direction,  and  I  hope  they 
will  make  a  start  with  the  Old-Age  Pen- 
sions Bill.  When  they  do  something  that 
is  for  the  benefit  of  the  people  they  will  get 
no  factious  opposition  from  me.  I  hope 
the  honorable  member  for  Wimmera  will 
reply  to  the  charge  which  I  have  quoted. 
Honorable  members  opposite  who  hurl 
charges  of  Tammany  methods  at  us  can  find 
nothing  so  nearly  approaching  Tammany  as 
is  cwitained  in  that  report. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine.— The  honorable 
member  has  not  made  it  quite  clear  what 
the  charge  against  the  hcnwable  member 
for  Winunera  is. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— The  charge  is  that 
he  got  a  mail  service,  about  which  the 
people  of  his  district  were  never  consulted 
as  to  whether  they  wanted  it  or  not,  and 
that,  having  got  it,  he  was  routed  to  have 
issued  a  drcular. 

Mr.  Hedges. — Is  that  report  from  the 
Opposition  paper? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— It  is  a  report  in 
the  Opposition  paper  of  a  speech  made  by 
the  diairman  of  the  meeting.  I  shall 
give  what  the  chairman  said,  including  in 
(]ix)tation  marks  the  vrcxds  of  the  drcular 
itself.  If  the  report  is  not  true,  it  is  an 
absolute  libel,  and  the  paper  which  pub- 
lished it  is  liable  to  be  cast  in  heavy  dam- 
ages.    This  is  the  report : — 

The  Chairman  said  he  had  received  a  letter 
from  S.  Sampson  and  Co.  which  seemed  to  show 
that  their  member  was  representing  the  Herald 
and  not  Kellalac  in  the  matter  of  the  mail 
service,  and  that  the  Herald  was  trying  to  get 
back  the  subscribers  it  lost  when  t£e  Post 
started.  He  then  read  the  letter,  which  beeao, 
"  Dear  Sir, — Seeing  that  we  have  secured  a 
bi-weekly  mail  to  Kellalac,"  and  concluded  with 
"  Hoping  to  see  you  reinstated  on  our  list  of 
subscribers." 

That  is  as  much  as  to  say,  "  As  I  have  got 
a  mail  snvice  for  you  that  you  never  asked 
for,  and  that  I  did  not  know  you  wanted, 
and  seeing  that  the  Opposition  paper  has 
been  sending  its  papers  out  at  its  own  cost, 
the  least  you  can  do  is  to  becwne  a  sub- 
scriber again  to  my  paper." 

Mr.  Hedges. — Does  he^^iot  say  tfiat  the 
service  was  reinstaG^liJeci  by  iorOOg  IC 


Motion  of 
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Mr.  HUTCHISON.— Na  According 
to  that  circular  the  honorable  m^ber  for 
Wimmera  took  action  and  is  using  his 

success  for  pecuniary  advantage  to  himself. 
Those  are  Tammany  methods,  and  the 
charge  will  have  to  be  refuted  or  the  House 
will  have  to  take  notice  of  it.  I  hope  that 
if  any  honorable  member  on  this  side  is 
ever  guilty  of  anything  approaching  that, 
the  House  will  deal  with  him  at  once,  and 
I  will  assist  the  House  to  do  it.  Whether 
bcHKVable  members  opposite  agree  with  our 
caucus  methods  or  not,  they  can  charge  no- 
thing in  the  shape  of  Tammany  methods 
against  us. 

Mr.  Hedges. — If  the  present  conduct  of 
the  honorable  member  is  any  indication  of 
what  he  would  do  if  he  had  the  power,  it 
is  pretty  rough. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— AK>arently  the 
honorable  member  does  not  want  us  to  have 
the'  power  to  do  hcmest  things.  With  re- 
gard to  immigration,  it  is  absolutely  useless 
to  talk  until  t^o  things  are  done.  It  is 
only  another  sham,  or  as  the  Minister  of 
Defence  says,  another  '*  piece  of  political 
cheatery."  The  hOTKwable  member  is  cheat- 
ing the  people  of  the  Commonwealth  when 
he  tries  to  make  th?m  believe  that  it  is 
pos»ble  to  get  any  large  amount  of  immi- 
gration until  the  country  has  been  opened 
up  and  money  has  been  found  to  brin^  the 
immigrants  here.  There  is  no  difficulty  at 
all  about  getting  inomigrants.  We  have 
absolute  proof  of  that.  Does  the  Minister 
of  Defence  know  a  gentleman  of  the  name 
of  Mr.  Walter  Preedy,  who  has  been  the 
chief  land  agent  in  London  for  the  New 
South  Wales  Government  ftx  the  last  four 
years? 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.^ — I  know  him  well. 
He  is  a  very  good  man. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— That  gentleman 
writes — ■ 

There  has  been  a  slump  in  Canadian  immi- 
gration. This  is  Australia's  opportunity.  Eng> 
Hshroen,  Irishmen,  and  Scotchmen  in  hundreds 
are  prepared  to  try  their  forttmes  so  soon  at 
we  say  we  are  prepared  for  them.  .  . 
When  we  inquired  for  immigrants  in  Aberdeen, 
Forfarshire,  and  other  countries,  we  found  plenty 
«f  a  desirable  class  of  people  awaiting  an  op- 
portunity to  go  to  Australia.  .  .  .  We  have 
been  recruiting  from  the  country  districts  of 
the  United  Kingdom,  and  take  only  those  for 
whom  we  can  guarantee  work,  .  .  .  Aus- 
tralia could  get  40,000  persons  a  year  from 
Great  Britain  if  she  could  find  them  employ* 
ment.  Artisans  would  come  in  hundreds  if 
given  the  slightest  encouragement. 

What  does  the  Minister  of  Defence  say  to 
that?   What  a  farce  it  is  for  the  Prime 


Minister,  the  Minister  of  Defence,  and 
others  cm  that  side  to  prate  about  immigra- 
tion, when  we  could  get  immigrants  in  thou- 
sands, either  as  agricultural  settlers  or  ar- 
tisans, if  we  oould  find  them  employment. 
There  is  no  difficulty  about  getting  immi- 
grants, except  that  the  Government  are  not 
in  earnest  about  the  question.  I  ask  leave 
to  continue  my  remarks  to-morrow. 
Leave  granted  ;  debate  adjourned. 
House  ftdjoumed  at  xo.20  p.m. 


Senate. 

Friday f  2  July,  igog. 


The  President  took  the  chair  at  10.30 
a.m.,  and  read  prayers. 

PERSONAL  EXPLANATION. 

Senator  GIVENS.— In  its  report  of 
what  I  said  last  night  on  the  first  reading 
of  the  Supply  Bill,  the  Age  of  this  morn- 
ing credits  me  with  having  said  that  at  the 
end  of  1910  ail  that  the  States  could  expect 
to  receive  in  that  year  was  ;^4,ooo,ooo  at 
'most.  That  statement  is,  no  doubts  due 
to  a  misomceptiffli  on  the  part  of  the  re- 
porter. All  I  desire  to  say  ts  that  I  made 
no  sudi  statement. 

SUPPLY  BILL  (No.  i). 

Defence  Administration  :  Case  of 
Naval  Storekeeper  Critten  :  Case 
OF    Private    MacDonnell  :  Chasge 

AGAINST  A  Military  Officer— Miu- 
TARY  Offices,  Adelaide — Rifle  Clubs 
— Military  and  Naval  Defence- 
Delay  IN  Passing  Supply  Bill:  Dis- 
■uissAL  OF  Temporary  Employes — 
Tei£phonb  Exchange,  Adelaide — 
Presentation  of  Budget  to  Senate. 

In   Committee   (Consideration  resumed 
fnxn  ist  July,  vide  page  703): 
Schedule. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD  (New  South 
Wales)  [10.35]. — I"  order  to  direct  special 
attention  to  my  remarks,  I  beg  to  intimate 
that  I  shall  probably  conclude  by  moving 
a  request  for  a  reduction  of  ;^ioo  in  the 
vote  for  the  first  subdivisiwi.  My  reason 
for  selecting  that  particular  item  for  special 
consideration  is  because  I  think  that  atten- 
ticMi  should  be  drawn  strongly  and  effec- 
tively to  the  manner  in/wWdi  tip  Depart- 
ment of  Defeifii^t'^^yW^QgA&istered. 
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My  i^arks  will  cover  the  tenure  of  office 
of  not  only  the  late  Government,  but  pre- 
vious Governments.  I  shall  have  to  go 
in  order  that  I  may  put  forward  such 
a  case  that  it  cannot  be  answered  by  hap- 
hazard asserti(xis,  cannot  be  contradicted 
in  the  absence  of  documents,  because  I 
shall  produce  documents.  I  regret  that  it 
will  be  necessary  for  me  to  occupy  more 
time  than  I  would  willingly  do,  but  I  do 
not  intend  to  give  any  one  the  opportunity 
of  alleging  that  the  statements  I  make  are 
in  the  smfdlest  d^ee  inaccurate,  for  I  will 
read  the  documents  here. 

Senator    Pearce. — Will   the  honorable 
senator  wait  to  hear  the  reply  ? 

Senator    Colonel  NEILD.— Certainly, 
and  what  is  more,  I  will  reply  to  any  repiv 
which  is  made,  if  it  is  as  inaccurate  as 
replies  sMnetimes  are  here.    I  am  suffering 
from  a  cold,  and  I  hope  that  honorable 
senators  will  bear  with  me,  and  not  render 
it  necessary  for  me  to  shout  in  order  that 
my  remarks  may  be  heard  by,  at  least,  the 
Hansard   reporters.     I  shall  first  direct 
the   attention   of    the   Committee   to  a 
notorious  case  in  Victoria,  not  in  my  own 
State  at  all,  and  that  is  the  case  of  a  petty 
officer,  named  Critten,   employed  at  the. 
Naval  Dep6t,  at  Williamstown.  He  joined 
the  Victorian  navy,  as  a  naval  seaman,  as 
far  back  as  January,  1878.    In  August  of 
the  same  year  he  was  promoted  to  be  a  first- 
class  executive  petty  officer.    In  Septem- 
ber, 1883,  while  in  the  performance  of  his 
duty,  he  had  the  misfortune  to  be  severely 
injured  internally ;  he  was  pronounced  by 
a  Medical  Board  to  be  unfit  for  heavy 
active  work  for  the  remainder  of  life.  In 
February,  1887,  he  was  given  the  position 
of  naval  stwekeeper,  with  the  understand- 
ing that  he  should  retain  it  so  long  as  he 
was  fit  to  perform  the  duties — ^tbis,  apart 
from  the  question  of  age— ^uid,  as  store- 
keeper, he  was  gazetted  twice  in  the  Com- 
monweaUh  Gazette.    He  was  gazetted  by 
an  Order  in  Council  in  November,  1906, 
and  also  in  November,  1908,    I  am  aware 
tiiat  contradiction  has  been  given  to  my 
statement  to  that  eflFect.    It  has  been  as- 
serted that  he  never  was  in  the  service 
of    the  CommOTiwealth,   and  never  was 
gazetted.    For  the  purpose  of  brevity,  I 
would  rather  make  a  statement,  and  let  the 
Committee  judge  of  its  value,  but  finding 
tfiat  statements  unsupported  are  recklessly 
denied,  I  have  armed  myself  with  the  Go- 
vernment Gazette  notices,    which  I  have 
heard  stated  somewhere  did  not  exist.  I 
have  done  more,  I  wish  the  Cnnmittee  to 


understand  that  I  never  bring  cases  hastilv 
before  the  Chamber.      Some  days  ago  I 
brought  forward  the  case  of  a  man  injured 
in  a  railway  acddent  snne  days  ago,  and 
it  was  complained  that  the  man  had  not 
talffin  certain  acticm.      I  do  not  wish  to 
refer  to  a  previous  debate.    I  am  respon- 
sible for  the  man  not  having  taken  earlier 
action,  simply  because  I  was  working  out 
every  thread  of  the  roots  of  the  tree,  and 
ascertaining  beyond  the  smallest  possibility 
of  contradiction,  that  every  statement  was 
accurate.     I  always  pursue  that  course. 
Again,  I  want  some   h<xiorable  senators, 
and  perhaps  it  would  be  as  well  for  Sena- 
tor Fearoe,  to  know  that  New  South  Wales 
cases,  which  I  bring  before  the  Senate,  I 
handle  almost  exclu^vely.    I  take  such  an 
interest  in  the  cases  that  I  prepare  all  the 
documents,  and  type  them  for  the  accused 
persons  if  I  consider  that  the  law  has  been 
broken.    It  is  of  no  earthly  use  for  any 
one  to  allege  that  I  do  not  understand  the 
cases,  because  there  is  no  man  alive  who 
knows  more  about  them  than  I  do.  In 
nearly  every  case  that  I  bring  forward  I 
possess  the  <uriginals  of  all  correspondence, 
or,  at  least,  attested  copies.   I  am  gcnng  to 
read  from  attested  copies  of  public  docu- 
ments in  connexion  with  every  one  of  the 
cases  I  intend  to  mention  to-day.   In  order 
that  the  Committee  may  thoroughly  under- 
stand the  case  of  this  unfortimate  person 
Critten,  I  shall  go  back  as  far  as  1887, 
and  read  the  following  memorandum : — 

H.M.V.S.  Nelson, 

ist  February,  1887. 
Meuo.  fob  Naval  STOUnoEBPEs. 
Letter  No.  2353  Kntboticet  the  rating  of 
Naval  Storekeeper  to  be  created  at  6$.  per 
diem  with  rations,  ranging  up  to  6s.  6d.  per 
diem  with  rations.  The  Naval  Commandant 
has  removed  you  from  the  list  of  Executive 
Petty  OfHceis,  and  you  are  now  established  as 
Storekeeper,  which  rating  you  will  bold  a» 
long  as  you  are  fit  to  perform  those  duties. 

T.  J.  B.  McKail, 
Paymaster,  Victorian  Naval  Forces. 

Senat<»:  Findley. — ^We  oug^t  to  have  a 
quorum  to  listen  to  this  case.  {Quorum 

formed.'] 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— The  next 
letter  is  dated  fr<Mi  H.M.V.S.  Nelson^  30th 
November,  1888,  and  reads — 

A  Board  composed  of  Staff-Surgeon  Stewart 
and  Surgeons  Cbeetbam  and  Bryant  will  please 
bold  a  medical  examination  on  C.  P.  CritteB. 
the  storekeeper  at  the  Naval  Yard,  Williams- 
town,  and  furnish  Captain  Thomas  with  a  report 
as  to  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  injuries  re- 
ceived by  him,  and  as  to  ]rtie^ej^  jt^^injuriea 
Digilized  I 
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are  likely  to  be  permanent,  and  whether  they 
would  interfere  with  the  pexformance  of  active 
duties. 

P.  Heuy  Hotcheson, 
Lieut.,  R.N. 

Then  follows  a  letter  which  is  also  dated 
from  H.M.V.S.  Nelson,  21st  January, 
1889,  and  which,  I  imagine,  is  addressed  to 
the  Minister  of  Defence  in  Victuia.  It 
reads — 
Sn, 

I  have  the  honour  to  bring  before  your  notice 
the  case  of  Charles  Critten,  ist  Class  Petty 
Officer  in  the  Naval  Forces,  who  was  severely 
■njnred  in  the  groin  when  assisting  to  raise  a 
gangway  when  alongside  the  pier  at  Williains> 
town,  on  the  30th  September,  18S3. 

I  pause  for  a  moment  to  draw  attention  to 
the  fact  that,  though  this  letter  was  writ- 
ten six  years  after  the  accident  which  befell 
Critten,  he  is  still  referred  to  as  "  a  first 
•lass  petty  officer  in  the  Naval  Forces." 
I  maintain  that  he  is  still  in  the  Naval 
Forces  of  the  CoramOT wealth,  notwithstand- 
ing all  that  has  been  said  to  the  contrary. 
The  letter  continues — 

Since  that  date  he  has  been  employed  on 
light  duty,  and  for  over  two  years  has  filled  the 
post  of  storekeeper  at  the  Naval  Yards  in  Wtl- 
namstowo. 

He  has  never  receiveH  any  compensation  for 

the  injury,  end  I  have  to  request  that  ^ou  will 
«onsider  his  case  with  a  view  of  granting  him* 
compensation  on  the  scale  allowed  in  similar 
«ates  to  the  members  of  the  Naval  and  Mili- 
tary Forces  who  have  been  injured  in  discbarge 
of  their  duties. 

I  may  mention  that  in  addition  to  the  actual 
injury  which  has  rendered  him  more  or  less  a 
cnpple  for  life,  he  has  incnrrcd  for  medical 
attendance,  medicines,  instruments,  and  appli- 
ances, nursing  and  nourishment,  the  sum  of 

He  has  also  been  obliged  to  surrender  his 
house  through  being  incapacitated  from  walking 
the  requisite  distance  to  work,  and  has  had  to 
remove  to  a  house  nearer  to  his  employment, 
for  which  he  pays  a  higher  rent.  By  this  means 
he  has  incurred  further  expense  of  £100.  He 
is  well  able,  however,  to  perform  the  duties  of 
storekeeper,  and  gives  me  every  satisfaction  in 
the  fulfilment  of  his  duties.  I  enclose  the  re* 
port  of  the  Medical  Board  ordered  to  investi* 
gate  his  case. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

A.  B.  Thomas, 
Commanding  Naval  Forces. 

The  next  communication  is  addressed  by 
Captain  Collins,  R.N.,  who  was  then  in 
command  of  the  Victorian  Naval  Forces, 
or  Secretary  to  the  Victorian  Defence  De- 
partment. I  do  not  know  to  whom  the 
communication  is  addressed,  but  evidently 
it  is  an  official  letter.  It  is  dated  21st 
October,  1889,  and  reads — 
Mt  Dear  Sir, 

As  you  are  aware,  I  have  a  strong  sympathy 
lor  Critten,  whose  serious  accident  has  resulted 


in  great  loss  to  htm ;  but  I  am  afraid  I  do  not 
see  a  clear  way  to  the  increase  of  pay  in  hit 
present  position,  as  6s.  6d.  per  diem  is  fixed 
oy  regulations  as  the  maximum  for  storekeeper. 
He  has  this  advantage  over  the  others,  that  as 
long  as  he  can  perform  the  duties  of  the  posi- 
tion, which  is  light,  his  services  will  be  retained, 
which  would  not  have  been  the  case  if  he  was  a 
Warrant  or  Petty  Officer  of  the  Executive. 

Yours  faithfully, 

ROBBKT  COLUMS. 

The  author  of  that  letter  is  the  present 
Secretary  of  Defence,  and  the  representa- 
tive of  the  CcMnimxi wealth  in  Londtm.  Four 
years  later  the  following  document  was 
written — 

H.M.V.S.  Nehen, 

i3th  December,  1893. 

I  would  recommend  that  Storekeeper  Critten 
should  be  allowed  to  draw  the  allowance  in  Hen 
of  rations,  as  his  injuries  render  him  unable  to 
eat  the  same,  and  he  has  to  make  a  special  pro- 
vision for  his  food. 

He  sustained  this  injury  on  duty  in  the  ser- 
vice, and  is  deserving  of  special  consideration. 
The  Gunnery  Lieutenant  has  brought  to  my 
notice  the  satisfactory  manner  in  which  he 
carries  out  his  duty. 

RlCHASO  W.  WBRC, 
Captain,  R.N. 

That  document  is  indorsed  "  Approved  by 
the  Minister,"  and  the  indwsement  is 
signed,  "  Robt.  Collins,  Secretary  of 
Defence." 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — He  was  not 
Sea«tary  0^  Defence  then. 

Senator  Pearce. — He  was  Secretary  of 
Defence  in  Victoria. 

Senator  Colohel  NEILD. — I  come  now 
to  the  following  document — 

H.M.V.S.  Nelson^ 
Wniiamstown,  14th  February,  1898. 

In  bringing  before  the  Honorable  the  Minister 
of  Defence  the  case  of  C.  P.  Critten,  first  class 
Petty  Officer,  I  would  point  out  that  this  man 
entered  the  service  on  7th  January,  1878,  and 
was  raised  to  the  position  of  ist  class  P.  O.  on 
the  ist  August,  is;8. 

On  the  30th  September,  1883,  he  received  in- 
juries in  the  service  which  made  him  ineligible 
for  the  rank  of  Warrant  Officer.  Men  junior 
to  him  have  since  risen  to  the  rank  of  Warrant 
Officer  with  increase  of  salary  and  privileges 
due  to  that  r.ink.  At  present  Critten  is  per- 
forming the  duties  of  Storekeeper,  a  position 
which  be  has  held  for  the  past  eleven  years;  in 
addition  to  Storekeeper's  duties,  he  looks  after 
ships'  papers,  ^-c,  in  the  dep6l,  and  does  a 
large  amount  of  clerical  work  besides. 

In  view  of  his  long  service,  good  conduct,  and 
ability,  I  beg  to  recommend  him  for  the  rank 
of  Chief  Petty  Officer,  and  also  that  he  be 
granted  6d.  per  diem  for  performing  clerical 
work. 

F.  TiCKELL,  ETC. 

That  is  Captain  Tickell.  then  Commander 
of  the  Victorian   Naval    Fwces.    I  now 
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propose  to  quote  a  Httle  correspondenoe  with 
the  Commonwealth.  The  first  letter  in  this 
connexion  reads — 

Commonwealth  Defence  Department, 
Melbourne,  19th  September,  1901. 

DXAK  SIK, 

In  reply  to  vour  letter  of  yesterday's  date  re- 
lative to  the  position  of  Mr.  Critten,  I  beg  to 
inform  you  that  I  do  not  think  he  need  be  at 
all  anxious  about  the  matter.  So  lone  st  there 
is  work  for  him  and  he  it  able  to  do  it,  he  can 
remain  there. 

Yours  faithfully, 

RoBEKT  Collins. 

That  letter  was  followed  by  a  still  more 
interesting  document  in  the  form  of  a 
Afinisterial  memorandum,  to  which  I  desire 
to  draw  special  attention,  because  it  has 
been  denied  that  Critten  was  ever  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Naval  Forces  of  the  Common- 
wealth. 

Senator  Frasbr. — Dora  the  honorable 
senator  mean  that  a  denial  has  been  given 
in  the  Senate? 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— Yes.  The 
letter  reads — 

In  view  of  the  circumstances  connected  with 
the  retention  of  the  services  of  Petty  Officer 
Critten  in  the  Naval  Forces  of  Victoria  after 
his  peimanent  disablement  (the  result  of  an 
.accident  which  occurred  in  18S3)  and  to  the  im- 
plied  undertaking  that  employment  would  be 
found  for  him,  1  approve  (as  a  suitable  posi- 
tion cannot  be  found  in  the  Public  Service)  of 
the  services  of  Mr.  C.  P.  Critten  being  retained 
in  the  Naval  Forces,  Victoria,  at  his  old  rate 
of  pay,  viz.,  Seven  shillings  (7s.)  per  diem. 

That  letter  is  indorsed,  "  Aporoved,  John 
Forrest,  Minister  of  Defence,  8-12-02." 
Yet  the  public  have  been  told  that  Critten 
was  never  in  the  service  of  the  Common- 
wealth. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Syuon. — Who  said 
that? 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD. — Senator 
Scarce.  It  has  also  been  denied  that  Critten's 
app(untment  was  ever  gazetted,  and  I  have 
been  held  up  as  an  ill-informed  persm. 
In  passing,  I  may  remark  that  it  is  months 
since  anybody  communicated  with  me  in 
reference  to  this  matter.  The  documents 
which  I  have  read  have  been  in  my  posses- 
sion for  seven  or  eight  months,  and  that  I 
have  hitherto  only  made  them  the  subject 
of  correspondence  with  the  Defence  De- 
partment is  the  best  possible  evidence  that 
I  have  not  attempted  to  occupy  the  time  of 
the  Senate  needlessly.  But  I  have  now 
been  driven  to  read  them,  and  I  intend  to 
follow  a  like  course  in  reference  to  similar 
cases  in  the  future.    I  hold  in  my  hand  a 


copy  of  the  Commonwealth  Gazette  contain- 
ing the  followinf;  notice — 

Department  of  Defence, 
Melbourne,  3rd  November,  1906. 

Naval  Forces  of  the  Commonweatth. — His  Ex- 
cellency the  Governor-General,  acting  with  the 
advice  of  the  Federal  Executive  Council,  has 
been  pleased  to  approve  the  foltowiag  changes, 
&c.,  in  connexion  with  the  Naval  Forces  of  the 
Commonwealth,  namely — 

Then  comes  the  annotmcement  of  the  pro- 
motion of  a  young  officer.  Next  comes  the 
heading,  "Extension  of  Service."  Even  the 
Governor-General  could  not  extend  the  ser- 
vice of  a  man  not  in  the  service. 

Senator  Pearce. — ^The  extension  of  ser- 
vice shows  that  the  man  was  kept  on  as  a 
temporary  hand. 

Senator   Colonel   NEILD  We  shall 

see — 

The  services  of  Charles  P.  Critten,  Store- 
keeper, Permanent  Naval  Forces,  are  retained 
under  the  proviuons  of  paragraph  64  of  Part  II., 
Regulations  for  the  NavU  Forces,  for  a  period 
of  one  year,  dating  from  the  31st  December, 
1906. 

This  was  a  man  who,  we  are  told,  was 
nevtf  employed   in   the  Commonvealtb 

Naval  Service.  I  also  have  here  the  Com- 
monwealth Gazette  for  the  14th  November, 
1908.  As  I  have  said,  this  man's  services 
were  extended  for  twelve  months  from  No- 
vember, 1906.  Two  years  later  there  was 
another  Gazette  notice  further  extending  his 
service. 

SenatOT  Pearce. — Why  did  they  need  to 
do  that  if  he  was  permanently  employed? 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— The  honor- 
able senat(»r  will  get  an  answer  to  his  ques- 
ti<m  from  the  GaseUe  notice  whkh  I  am 
going  to  read.  It  is  in  the  same  f<»rm  as 
the  previous  one — His  Excellency  the 
Governor-General  acting  with  the  advice  of 
the  Federal-  Executive  Council.  It  reoMds 
that— 

The  extension  of  service  of  Charles  P.  Crit- 
ten, storekeeper,  Permanent  Naval  Forces,  Vic- 
toria, is  exempted  for  a  period  of  two  years 
from  the  31st  December,  1907,  from  the  opera- 
tion of  Commonwealth  Naval  Regulation  64^ 
which  prescribes  the  age  for  retirement  of  mem- 
bers of  the  Commonwealth  Permanent  Naval 
Forces. 

Under  the  denature  of  the  Governor-Gene- 
ral this  man  is  proclaimed  in  the  Gazette, 
as  I  asserted  here  before,  as  a  member  of 
the  Commonwealth  Naval  Forces^  and  this 
Gazette  exempts  him  fran  retinng  imder 
the  age  regulati(Hi.  Who  knew  what  he 
was  talking  about  now — I,  who  made  this 
asserticMi,  or  the  ex-Minister  of  Defenoe, 
who  denied  it,  an^izKh9,C£Q£)w£,  con- 
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vinoed  some  members  of  the  Senate  by  the 
positiveness  that  he  showed  that  I  was  not 
well  informed? 

Senator  Pbarce. — ^The  honorable  sena- 
tor's very  quotation  proves  what  I  said. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— The  honor- 
able senator  denied  that  Critten's  name  ap- 
peared in  the  Gazette,  as  Hansard  proves. 
You,  sir,  would  not  allow  me  to  read  from 
the  report  of  the  debate,  but  I  ask 
hc»iorable  senators  to  look  up  the 
statement  contained  in  Senator  Pearce's 
speech  on  this  subject,  and  see  how 
he  denied  that  this  man  was  menti(»ied 
in  the  Gasette,  and  that  be  was  ever  in  the 
service  of  the  Commonwealth.  The  whole 
trouble  aboiit  Critten's  case  is  this :  Some 
unauthorized  person— I  am  right  in  using 
that  term,  because  the  Governor-General 
in  Council  has  twice  proclaimed  the 
position  —  has  denied  to  Critten  thtf 
pay  to  which  he  is  entitled.  He  has 
been  disrated,  and  has  been  compelled, 
in  order  to  obtain  his  wretched  pittance 
of  6s.  per  day,  on  which  he  has  to 
bring  up  a  family  of  nine  children,  to 
consent  tacitly  to  a  breach  of  his  appoint- 
ment. He  has  had  to  sign  a  pay  sheet 
which  specifies  an  inferior  rating  from  that 
which  the  Governor-General  gave  to  him. 

Senator  Fraser. — If  any  officer  has  done 
that  cross  injustice  he  ought  to  be  dis- 
missed. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— Doubtless, 
we  have  been  told  by  Senator 
Pearce  that  in  Critten's  own  in- 
terest his  case  should  not  be  men- 
tioned. What  do  these  documents  prove? 
They  prove  that  the  man  was  injured  in  a 
branch  of  the  service  whidi  the  Cooimm- 
wealtb  took  over;  that  he  has  been  twice 
over  promised  emplc^ment  for  life,  or  as 
Jong  as  he  was  able  to  discharge  the  duties 
of  the  poriticxi;  that  he  has  discharged 
these  duties  admirably,  to  the  entire 
satisfaction  of  his  superiors;  that  he  has 
been  twice  over  gazetted  as  a  member  of 
the  Permanenr  Naval  Forces  of  the 
Commonwealth;  and  that  notwith- 
standing all  this,  he  is  to-day,  and 
for  months  past  has  been,  denied  the  rate 
of  pay  attaching  to  his  gazetted  position, 
and  the  status  to  which  he  is  entitled.  He 
h.n«  been  degraded  from  his  position  illeg- 
ally. 

Senator  Phaser.— It  is  a  great  shame,  if 
that  IS  true. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— It  must  be 
illegal  for  any  one  other  than  the  Governor- 
General  to  set  aside  the  order  of  the 


Governor-General  in  Council.  I  do  not  care 
what  the  exigencies  of  the  service  may  be  • 
no  officer  m  the  community,  no  matter  how 
highly  placed,  is  entitled  to  set  aside  the 
order  of  the  Governor- General  in  Council 
except  for  so  long  as  may  be  necessary 
to  report  the  case  to  that  authority. 
Not  even  the  Minister  has  such 
•power.  I  am  sure  that  every  lawyer 
will  agree  that  that  is  a  correct  statement 
of  the  law.  But  this  man— poor  fellow, 
cnppled  for  life,  without  any  compensa- 
tion, except  the  promise  of  employment- 
has  been  treated  in  this  fashion.  His  acci- 
dent occurred  while  he  was  in  the  emplov- 
ment  of  the  State  of  Victoria.  I  have  n^ 
thing  to  do  with  that  phase  of  the  question. 
But  Sir  John  Forrest,  when  Minister  of 
Defence,  ordered  that  he  should  be  paid 
7s.  per  day.  For  years,  however,  be  has 
only  been  getting  6s.  per  day.  In  fact,  to 
use  a  plam,  straightforward,  phrase,  some 
person  has  robbed  this  man. 

Senator  Fraser.— Wa  ihiwid  find  out 
who  the  ooioer  is. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— What  I  have 
to  complain  of  is  not  only  that  fact,  but 
that  the  Mmister  for  the  time  being—I 
will  not  mention  his  name,  because  I  do 
not  wish  this  matter  to  be  dealt  with  as 
a  quarrel  between  two  sides  of  the  Cham- 
t>er,  but  on  its  mftits— instead  of  sayine 
that,  first  and  foremost,  the  order  of  thi 
Oovernor-General  in  Council  should  be 
obeyed,  wrote  to  me  that  he  was  simply 
appomting  a  Board.  I  am  addressing  one 
or^  two  honorable  senators  who  have  been 
Ministers  of  the  Crown,  and  I  think  that 
they  will  agree  with  me  in  saying  that  what 
the  Minister  proposed  to  do  was  improper. 
1  was  not  the  first  member  of  Parliamoat 
to  take  this  matter  up.  Victorian  State 
riembers  tried  to  get  proper  treatment  for 
this  man.  I  do  not  know  how  many  have 
handled  the  case.  But  I  was  asked  to  look 
into  it,  and  having  got  together  all  the  cor- 
respondence, I  wrote  to  the  Minister  about 
Jt.  I  have  not  at  hand  the  date  of  my  let- 
ter, but  the  following  is  the  letter  which  I 
received  in  reply — 

Dear  Sir,  Februwy,  1909. 

With  reference  to  your  representations  reU- 
tive  to  Mr  Critten,  tbe  Minister  would  be  clad 
o  settle  the  matter,  and  to  that  end  su«eesU 
that  he  should  send,  through  tbe  proper  chan- 
nel, a  brief  statement  of  his  compL-iint  and 
claim  The  Mmister  will  then  be  prepared 
to  submit  the  case  to  an  independeiit  Board, 
composed  of  the  Public  SerYi<^r  IwpecU^  - 
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Police  Magistrate,  and  a  representative  of  this 
Department,  not  connected  with  the  Victorian 
Naval  Forces,  for  inatiiry. 
Yours  faithfully, 

S.  A.  PrrHCBSiDGx, 
Acting  Secretary,  Department  of  Defence. 
Senator  Colrael  the  Hon.  ].  C.  Neitd, 

"  Greycaim,"  Woollahra,  Sydney,  N.S.W. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — ^What  was 
tti**  precise  complaint  that  Critten  had  to 
make? 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD. — ^The  com- 
plaint was  that  he  had  been  informally  and 
ille^ly  disrated  from  his  positiaii  and  re- 
fused tiie  rate  of  pay  to  wMch  he  had  been 
entitled  for  five  years.  In  order  to  arrive 
at  the  simple  questicm  whether  the  man  had 
been  gazetted  by  the  Governor-General  in 
Council ;  whether  he  had  been  .displaced ; 
whether  his  position  in  the  pay-sheets  had 
been  altered,  and  he  had  been  refused  the 
pay  to  which  he  was  entitled,  the  Minister 
.I»oposed  this  cheerful  independent  Board. 
But  these  simple  facts,  it  seems  to  me, 
could  have  been  ascertained  within  a  quar- 
ter of  an  hour. 

Senator  Pearce. — At  the  request  of 
Critten. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— Critten  did 
not  ask  for  the  Board. 

Senator  Pearce.— Yes  he  did. 

SenatOT  Fbaser. — Apparently  he  was  too 
innocent  to  know  what  he  was  entitled  to. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— He  asked  for 
the  Board  after  I  had  ccHnmunicated  to  him 
the  letter  which  I  have  just  read,  but  he 
did .  not  ask  for  it  of  himself.  My 
honorable  friend  the  ex-Minister  ought  to 
be  above  pointing  in  that  wayj  for  it  is 
nothing  but  pointing.  Critten,  I  repeat, 
never  asked  for  the  Board  until  he  got  a 
copy  of  the  letter  which  I  ham  jUst  read. 

S«iat<»-  Pearoe. — ^The  honorable  sena- 
tor evidently  wants  to  shout  down  a  reply. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— This  letter 
to  me  is  dated  i6th  February,  1909, 
and  Critten's  application  for  the  Board 
was  later.  In  accordance  with  the  Min- 
bter's  invitaticni,  he  stated  his  case.  I 
will  read  it.  There  is  no  applicaticm  for 
a  Board  in  it,  and  the  ex-Minister  of  De^ 
fence  should  not  make  these  misstate- 
ments which  are  not  oxisonant  with  the 
dignity  of  the  Senate,  even  if 
th^  are  otxisonant  with  the  dig- 
nity of  an  ex-Minister  of  Defence. 
After  I  received  the  letter  addressed  to  me 
<Mi  the  i6th  February,  I  ccwnmunicated  with 
Critten,  whwn  I  have  never  seen.  I  do  not 
know  the  man  frpm  Adam,  but  that  does 
not  affect  the  justice  of  his  case.     I  am 


not  pleading  for  one  of  the  class  described 
by  a  distinguished  icember  of  another  place 
as  "gilded  spurred  roosters,"  but  for  & 
man  who  is  occupying  so  humble  a  position 
that  he  is  being  sweated  at  the  rate  of  6s. 
a  day.  We  have  just  heard  from  Senator 
Pearce  that  this  man  applied  for  a  Board,- 
and  a  few  days  after  I  received  the  Min- 
ister's <^er  of  a  Board  the  man  sent  in  the 
following  commimicaticm — 

Naval  Torpedo  Dep6t, 
WiUiamstown,  34th  February,  1909. 

I  have  the  honour  to  bring  under  the  notice 
of  the  Naval  Board  the  following  facts  con- 
cerning myself 

I  joined  the  Victorian  Navy  as  an  able  sea- 
man in  January,  1878.  I  was  promoted  to  a 
First  Class  Executive  Petty  Officer  in  August, 
1878.  In  September,  1883,  whilst  in  the  per- 
formance of  my  duty,  I  had  the  misfortune  to 
be  severely  injured  internally.  I  was  pro- 
nounced by  a  Medical  Board  to  be  unfit  for 
heavy  active  work  for  the  remainder  of  my 
life.  In  February,  1887,  I  was  given  the  posi- 
tion of  Naval  Storekeeper,  with  the  understand- 
ing that  I  should  retain  the  position  so  long  as 
I  was  physically  fit  to  perform  those  duties, 
apart  ffom  the  question  of  age. 

That  is  all  borne  out  by  the  GastUe 
notices — 

I  appear  in  the  Commonwealth  Gatette,  by  aa 
Order  in  Council,  in  November,  1906,  and  alio 
in  November,  igc^,  as  Storekeeper. 

When  I  read  that  statement  from  the  papers 
the  other  day  I  was  flatly  contradicted.  I 
produced  the  Gazettes  to-day  in  supp(»t  of 
the  statement. 

Senator  Pearce. — The  honorable  senator 
was  not  cwitradicted  <»i  that,  and  be  knows 
it. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.  —  Critten's 
statement  continues — ■ 

I  am  not  now  Storekeeper,  neither  have  I  the 
status  or  pay  attached  to  that  position.  I  hare 
been  for  31  years  in  the  Naval  Service  (30^ 
years  as  a  Petty  Officer).  My  pay  for  the  whole 
of  that  period  has  been  at  the  rate  of  6s.  per 
diem,  and  I  have  been  trying  to  bring  up  a 
family  of  nine  children.  In  February,  1898. 
my  rating  as  Storekeeper  was  altered  from  s 
ist  Class  to  a  Chief  Petty  Officer.  At  the  «- 
piration  of  five  years  from  that  date,  i.e.,  t.3.03, 
I  was  entitled  as  per  Regulations  to  an  addi- 
tional 6d.  per  diem  for  Ser%>ice.  I  have  made 
repeated  applications,  both  verbally  and  in  writ- 
ing, but  up  to  the  present  time  I  nave  not  beei 
successful  in  obtaining  that  sum. 

I  have  produced  official  documents  whick 
prove  that  these  statements  are  true,  yet 
the  late  Minister  of  Defence  apparently 
could  not  do  justice  on  his  own  authority- 
What  was  he  there  for?  Did  he  understand 
what  were  the  functions  of  a  responsibit 
Minister?  He  did  not  deal  with  a  simple 
matter  of  this  kind,  but  handed  it,  over  to  a 
Board  consistinj^i^eib^^^^^B^o'K 
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whOTQ  was  not  under  his  jurisdiction  in  any 
shape  or  fonn,  since  he  was  not  an  officer 
of  the  Commonwealth,  and  another  of  whan 
has  no  more  to  do  with  the  Naval  Service 
than  I  have  with  the  growing  of  cucumbers 
in  Mars.  I  was  hopeful  that  something 
wmid  be  done,  and  I  replied  fo  the  letter 
of  the  i6th  February  in  these  terms.  The 
letter  was  addressed  to  me  at  my  own  resi- 
<fence,  and  from  my  residence  I  replied  as 
follows — 

"Greycaim,"  Woollahra, 
_  6th  March,  looq. 

Dear  bir,  « 

Replying  to  your  letter,  No.  946,  of  the  16th 
February,  re  the  case  of  Naval  Storekeeper 
Cntteo,  I  beg  to  say  that  Critten  has,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  Minister's  proposal,  made 
formal  application  to  the  Naval  Board,  and 
will  be  glad  to  place  the  facts  of  his  case 
before  the  Special  Board  suggested  bv  Sena- 
tor  Pearce,  whom  I  beg  to  thank  for  his 
promised  action. 

Meanwhile,  I  have  to  express  the  opinion 
that,  for  a  peltv  officer,  with  nine  children  to 
support,  to  be  paid  6s.  per  diem  is  a  public 
scandal,  as  is  also  the  fact  that,  though  he 
has  been  entitled  to  an  addition  of  6d.  per 
^icm  for  SIX  years,  w/*  regulations,  he  has 
never  received  the  money. 

Further,  it  is  a  scandal  that,  though  he  has 
been  twice  gazetted  as  storekeeper,  be  has  been 
Illegally  displaced  from  this  position,  and 
dented  the  pay  attaching  to  it. 

No  wonder  the  Defence  service  is  unpopular ! 

Senator  Stewart.— What  was  the  pay 
attaching  to  the  position? 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— The  pay  at- 
taching to  the  position  was  6s.  6d.  per  day, 
and  Ciitten  received  only  6s.  Sundays  are 
paid  for,  and  he  has  therefore  been  denied 
3S.  6d.  per  wedc,  to  which  he  was  entitled, 
for  five  years.  I  say  that  it  is  a  public 
robbery. 

Senator  Givens.— Does  the  Department 
put  forward  any  explanation? 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— No,  they  ap- 
pointed a  Board  to  find  out  why  somebody 
did  this  thing. 

Senator  Givens.— What  is  the  explana- 
tion of  the  Board  ? 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— I  do  not  know 
whether  the  Board  has  reported  yet.  My 
letter,  which  T  have  just  read,  was  ad- 
dressed to  the  officer  who  signed  the  letter 
to  me,  namely,  Commander  Pethebridge, 
-Acting  Secretary  for  Defence?  There  is  not 
one  statement  I  make  in  that  letter  which 
I  have  not  produced  documentary  evidence 
in  support  of  or  that  differs  in  the  slightest 
degree  from  previous  statements  I  made 
here  with  reference  to  the  case  of  this  un- 
fortunate, illegally  used,  man. 


Senator  Stewart— What  will  the  Board 
cost? 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— A  good  deal 
more  than  the  6d.  per  day  which  is  owing 
I. have  to  deal  now  with  the 
case  of  another  mjured  man,  John  MacDon- 
nell     In  business  life  he  was  a  first  class 
bootmaker,  and  as  a  member  of  the  De- 
fence Force  was  a  private"  in  one  of  the 
mihtia  regiments  of  New  South  Wales  I 
wish  Senator  Pearce  to  bear  in  mind  that 
my  complamt  m  this  case  is  not  in  any  way 
against  him  as  Minister  of  Defence.  Birt 
1  do-ma^  complaint  against  certain  officers 
of  the  Department,  apparently  the  head- 
quarters staff  of  New  South  Wales,  for  act- 
ing with  gross  impropriety  in  the  matter, 
in  order  that  there  may  be  no  mistake  as 
to  the  circuni^tances  cnder  which  a  member 
of  a  city  regiment  was  travelling  hundreds 
of  miles  to  the  north  of  that  citv.  I  am  able 
to  produce  copies  of  the  military  ordere 
under  which  he  was  travelling.  I  must  read 
them  because  if  I  do  not  go  into  every  detail, 
I  shall  be  told  that  I  do  not  know  the  facts 
of  the  case.    I  referred  to  this  case  a  little 
time  ago.    Any  delay  in  bringing  the  case 
forward  is  due  to  mv  insisting  upon  gettine 
every  particular.     The  most  capable  soli- 
citor that  ever  prepared  a  brief  for  counsel 
could  not  have  taken  more  trouble  than  I 
have  done  to  get  all  the  facts  of  this  case. 
I  have  here  a  document  dated  7th  Apri', 
1908,  and  addressed  to  Private  "  McDon- 
ald.     There  is  a  mistake  in  the  spellinjr  of 
the  name ;  the  man's  name  is  really  MaclJon- 
rell.    Perhaps  I  shall  make  the  case  clearer 
If  I  say  that  this  man,  having  failed  to  con- 
tinue his  employment  in  Sydney,  was  of- 
fered a  billet  m  a  north-western  town, 
uunnedah. 

Senator  Stewart.— As  a  bootmaker? 
Senator   Colonel  NEILD— Yes.  He 
obtained  six  months'  leave  from  his  reei- 

country.  Whife  he  was  there  the  time  for 
the  annual  training  at  Easter  arrived,  and 
he  made  application,  as  was  quite  proper, 
tor  a  pass  to  enable  him  to  reach  the  camp 
at  Liverpool,  near  Sydney.  This  docu- 
ment was  sent  to  him — 

The  Tamworth  Company  of  the  4th  Al 
Regiment  will  be  coming  trough  Werr  s  CreeV 
attached  to  the  Northe%  Mafl  on  ThurS^J 
mght,   .6th   inst.     You  can  travel   wit^  them 

wSlI  T-v  '"^  i^****  train,  who 

Will  have  a  ticket  for  you.  You  must  oar 
your  own  fare  from  Gunnidah  to  Werr"s  Cred? 
If  your  uniform,  Ac,  is  inrSvL«^tl. 

hand.  '^"^y^^^'^^^T^- 
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That  meant  that  he  must  send  to  Sydney 
f<»'  his  unifcMrm,  because  he  could  not  travel 
on  a  military  pass  unless  in  unifwm — 

Pleaie  hand  the  attached  certificate  to  the' 
O.C-i  F  Cotnga&y,  Tamworth,  so  that  he  will 
know  who  you  are. 

1"his  communication  was  signed  "  J.  E.  F. 
Coyle,  captain  and  adjutant,  2nd  A.  I. 
Regiment."  Here  is  the  certificate  re- 
ferred to: — 

This  is  to  certify  that  the  bearer  11  Private 
McDonald,  of  the  and  Australian  Infantry 
Regiment,  who  has  permission  to  travel  wtth 
the  company  under  your  command  from  Werris 
Creek  to  Sydney,  theoce  to  Liverpool. 

(Siened)    J.  E.  F.  Conj:, 

Captain  and  Adjutant,  and  A.I.  Regt. 
7th  April,  1908. 

Having  received  that  pass  and  certificate 
of  identification,  M^cDonnell  paid  his 
fare  from  Gunnedah  to  Werris  Creek, 
and,  taking  advantage  of  the  p^ss, 
travelled  towards  the  camp,  and  was 
involved  in  the  serious  accident-  which 
occurred  on  the  railway  at  Murrurundi. 
He  has  been  rendered  a  cripple  for 
life.  He  was  desperately  ill;  in  fact,  he 
was  out  of  his  mind  ixom  shock  amongst 
other  things.  It  was  notorious  that  he  was 
off  his  head  for  a  considerable  period. 
There  is  no  mistake,  because  this 
copy  has  been  supplied  by  the  Military 
head-quarters  in  Sydney,  and  bears  the 
central  registry  stamp,  and  the  hand- 
writing of  the  clerk,  which  I  know  very 
well.  It  is  a  certified  true  copy,  and  is 
initialled  "W.B.,"  that  is,  Major  Wallace 
Brown,  of  the  staff.  I  was  told  that  I  did 
not  know  anything  about  these  matters. 
a5  Bennett-street,  Surrey  Hills, 

Sydney,  15th  December,  1908. 
To  the  Officer  Commanding  A  Company,  and 
Australian  Infantry  Regiment. 

Sir, 

Id  accordance  with  the  Defence  Act  57  and 
paragraphs  i.?o  to  ijj.  Part  VI.,  Financial  Re- 
gulations, 1905,  I  respectfully  beg  to  forward 
this  my  application  for  the  favourable  con- 
sideration of  the  District  Commandant.  In  doing 
no  I  l>eg  to  state  that  I  was  travelling  from 
Werris  Creek  to  Liverpool  to  attend  the  Easter 
Encampment  and  military  mantEuvres,  under 
the  command  of  the  Officer  Commanding  the 
Tamworth  Company  of  the  4th  Australian  In- 
fantry Regiment,  and  got  injured  in  what  is 
known  as  the  Murrurundi  Railway  Collision  on 
the  morning  of  Good  Friday,  17th  April,  of 
this  present  year.  After  being  treated  at  the 
military  hospital,  Liverpool,  I  was  sent  from 
there  to  the  Sydney  Hospital,  and  from  thence 
to  this  address,  where  I  have  remained  ever 
since,  I  am  completely  iiicapacitat<*d,  and 
wholly  and  totally  unable  to  pursue  my  wonted 
avocation  which  is  that  of  high  class  band- 
a^wn  bootmaker.  I  have  consulted  Alfred 
^an,  Esq.,  solicitor  (M  inter,  Simp- 
enittor  Calonel  Neili. 


son,  and  Co.,  Hunter-street).  He  had  enjoined 
upon  me  absolute  rest  and  quiet  for  four  months 
with  a  trip  (an  ocean  voyage  to  the  Home  Com- 
try.  Great  Britain,  and  Ireland),  which,  unfor- 
tunately, for  financial  reasons,  I  am  unable  to 
undertake. 

Hoping  that  this,  my  application,  may  meet 
with  your  favorable  consioeration. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

}.  MacDonncll, 
late  Private,  A  Company,  znd  Australian 
Infantry  Regiment,  No.  2414. 

The  military  authorities  in  Sydney  had  no 
right  to  deal  with  his  appiicaticm,  or  to 
touch  it,  because  he  had  been  gazetted  out 
of  the  force  as  incapacitated.  They  should 
have  sent  the  application  back  to  the  man, 
and  told  him  to  address  the  Minister  or  the 
Secretary  of  the  Department,  from  whom 
I  know  he  would  have  received  courteous 
treatment ;  at  any  rate  I  have  always  expe- 
rienced the  greatest  courtesy  in  that  direc- 
tion. I  ccwnplain  of  the  action  of  the  mili- 
tary authorities  in  Sydney.  By  the  way,  I 
heard  that  one  f^cer  in  a  high  position  on 
the  staff  there,  not  the  General,  has  de- 
scribed me  to  a  non-commissioned  officer  as 
being  "an  exceedingly  dangerous  person,*' 
and  I  know  that  I  am  to  his  peace  of  mind. 
At  least,  I  hold  my  military  position  as  the 
result  of  examination,  and  that  is  a  great 
deal  more  than  the  other  chap  does,  no 
matter  bow  highly  placed  he  is.  MacDon- 
nell,  I  repeat,  sent  in  his  applicati<Hi  on  the 
15th  December.  On  the  loth  March  later 
he  wrote  from  the  same  address  the  fcdlow- 
ing  letter — 

I  have  the  honour  to  state  that,  on  or  about 
the-t6th  December,  1908,  I  made  an  applica- 
tion, adreiseil  to  yourself,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  received  in  the  Murninmdi  railway  col- 
lision, to  which  application,  so  far,  I  have  re- 
ceived no  reply,  I  would  esteem  it  a  great  favour 
if  you  would  be  kind  enough  to  inform  me 
if  you  have  received  such  application,  and  if 
you  have  forwarded  same  to  the  proper  autho- 
rities— also,  if  they  have  given  the  subjeet- 
matter  of  same  their  distinguished  conddera- 
tion.  Please  find  stamped  addressed  envelope 
for  reply  in  cose  answer  to  last  communication 
may  have  miscarried  or  been  mislaid. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 
Your  very  obedient  servant, 

John  MacDoknux, 
late  Private,  A  Company,  2nd  Australia* 
Infantry  Regiment,  No.  3414. 

He  forwarded  a  copy  of  his  previous  letter. 
It  was  sane  time  after  that  before  he  got 
a  reply.  It  was  notoriously  belated,  be- 
cause the  decisim  in  the  case  was  arrived 
at  on  the  30th  January.  It  took  the  staff 
six  weeks  to  cmne  to  a  determination,  and 
at  the  end  of  a  like  period  it  had  only  been 
forwarded  to  the  man.    What  Kam  about 
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to  tead  is  a  certified  copy,  initialed  by 
Majcn-  Wallace  Brown.  There  cannot  be 
any  reply  to  what  I  am  saying.-  There 
cannot  be  any  excuse  offered  for  the  scanda- 
lous neglect. 

District  Head-quarters,  Victoria  Barracks, 
Sydney.  30lh  January,  iqoq. 
iJrigadier,  ist  Australian  Infantry  Brigade. 

In  reference  to  a  communicatton  forwarded 
from  the  ist  Battalion,  and  Australian  Infantry 
Regiment,  (09/13),  regarding  a  request  for 
compensation  made  by  No.  3414,  PTivate  J. 
MacDonnell,  for  injuries  received  in  a  railwav 
accident  at  Murrurundi  on  the  t7th  April,  1908. 

Even  the  head-quarters,  it  will  be  seen, 
did  not  take  the  trouble  to  spedfy  that 
the  man  had  left  the  military  service,  and 
was  in  private  life.  He  had  utterly  gone 
from  their  control,  and  they  had  no  right 
to  deal  with  his  application. 

The  Railway  Department  has  notified,  in 
reply  to  inquiries,  that  the  case  was  settled 
through  Mr.  MacDonnell's  solicitors  for  the 
sum  of  j^737  los.   All  papers  filed  in  this  office. 

GHmci  L.  Lee, 
Bt.  Lt.-Colonel, 
for  D.A.Q.M.G.  (absent  on  leave). 
I  suppose  it  will  be  thought  that  this  man 
was  very  well  off  in  getting  ^700  odd,  but 
I  have  an  interesting  document  to  read. 

Senator  Millen.  — Frcm  whom  did  he 
obtain  that  compensation? 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— From  the 
New  South  Wales  Railways  Commissioners, 
who,  of  course,  do  not  shoulder  the  finan- 
cial obligations  of  the  Commcxiwealth  under 
its  own  Defence  Act.  I  f  the  Minister  had 
given  j£i  0,000  to  the  man  out  of  sympathy, 
that  would  not  have  cancelled  the  statutory 
obligation  of  the  Cwnmon wealth.  On  the 
9th  February  the  minute  I  have  just  quoted 
was  forwartled  for  information  by  Major 
J.  P.  McGlinn,  Brigade-Major,  to  the 
Officer  Commanding  the  2nd  Australian 
Infantry  Regiment. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — Was  the 
amoimt  paid  to  the  man  by  the  Railways 
Commissicxiers  as  the  result  of  litigation? 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— Yes. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  S  ivovt. — In  a 
Court? 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— No,  it  never 
went  into  Court.  The  case  was  so  bad  and 
the  man  was  injured  so  severely  that  the 
Railways  Commissi(Hiers  compromised  it. 
But  the  point  is  did  he  get  the  money?  T 
ha\-e  an  interestng  document  here  to  read — 

Holt's  Chambers,  lai  Pitt-street,  ne.xt  door  to 
Gordon  and  Gotch,  Sydney, 

7tli  December,  1908. 

Received  from  Mr.  John  MacDonnell  the 
sum  of  £20^  in  full  settlement  of  f^nsts,  your- 


self V.  the  Railways  Commissioners,  including 
medical  fees  and  fees  out  of  pocket.  With 
thanks. 

T.  J.  AND  J.  Hughes. 
That  is  not  the  well-known  firm  of  Hughes 
and  Hughes,  one  member  of  which  is  l^ce- 
President  of  the  Executive  Council  of 
New  South  Wales,  and  the  other  ex-Lwd 
Mayor  of  Sydney.  It  is  a  different  firm. 
I  thought  it  was  the  same  firm  at  one  time, 
and  I  do  not  wish  that  idea  to  get  abroad. 
As  this  man  was  put  to  an  expense  of 
some  jQioo  for  medical  treatment  he  cnn- 
not  have  received  anything  over  ;^400, 
and  he  is  ruined  for  life.  My  ccnn- 
plaint,  I  repeat,  is  not  against  the 
Minister  who  was  in  charge  of  the 
Department  when  the  thing  occurred. 
It  is  not  the  affair  cf  Senator  Pearoe  at 
all,  but  the  affair  of  Sir  Thomas  Ewing 
and  his  officers,  so  that  Senator  Pearce 
need  not  take  to  heart  anything  I  am  say- 
ing. All  this  occurred  befwe  his  time; 
Apparently  no  letter  was  written  during 
his  tenure  of  office.  What  I  say — and  I 
cannot  be  contradicted  on  these  documents 
— is  that  the  military  authorities  in  Syd- 
ney dealt  with  this  matter  improperly. 
First  of  all  they  should  have  retumwi  the 
application  to  the  man,  pointing  out  that 
he  was  not  a  menUjer  of  the  Military  Force, 
and,  therefore,  they  had  nothing  to  do 
with  him,  and  that  if  he  wanted  cwnpen- 
sation  he  must  apply  to  the  Minister  or  to 
the  Civil  Department,  which,  no  doubt, 
would  refer  it  to  the  Military  De- 
partment for  report.  Since  then  I 
have  advised  the  man  that  ha  has 
nothing  to  do  with  the  military  head- 
quarters in  Sydney.  He  has  made  his  ap- 
plicatimi  directly  to  the  Ministerial  office, 
and  that  is  undoubtedly  the  i»t^>er  posi- 
tion for  him  to  take  up.  In  the  whole 
time,  apparently,  the  matter  was  never  re- 
ferred to  Melbourne,  and  that  is  what  I 
am  complaining  of.  If  it  was  referred  to 
Melbourne,  then  it  is  to  blame;  but  I  do 
not  think  that  it  W9S  so  referred,  and  I 
make  no  charge  agunst  the  head-quarters' 
service  here,  neither  the  Ministerial  branch, 
nof  the  military  branch.  But  this  is  a  dis- 
tinct evidence  of  mal-administratbn  In 
high  quarters  in  the  Defence  Department, 
and  it  is  one  of  the  things  which  want 
correcting.  There  is  only  one  other  case 
with  which  I  will  deal,  and  it  is  more  for 
the  purpose' of  showing  what  the  true  facts 
are.  Some  time  ago  I  made  a  statement 
here,  and  I  was  challenged  with  va- 
accuracies  all  the  tim&4  was  speaking.  I 
do  not  propogogtQ!e8feWl®®g«Slt  all,  but 
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to  read  the  Attorney-General's  statement  of 
the  case,  and  perhaps  that  will  satisfy  my 
honorable  friends  on  the  opposite  bendi. 

Senator  W.  Russell. — Is  the  h(»K>rabIe 
senator  put  up  by  the  Government  to  dis- 
cuss this  questi<Mi? 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— I  am  merely 
seeking  justice  for  this  man,  and  whilst  I 
enjoy  the  confidence  of  the  electors  I  shall 
always  use  it  in  the  interests  of  justice.  I 
am  fighting  for  justice  to  a  private  and  to 
a  pettv  c*5cer.  One  of  these  men  I  have 
not  seen,  and  he  is  not  a  constituent  of 
mine. 

Senator  W.  Russell. — If  the  honorable 
senator  belonged  to  the  Labour  party 
the  press  would  say  that  he  was  "  stoie- 
walling." 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD. — I  have  en- 
deavoured to  state  the  facts  of  these  cases 
as  briefly  as  possible,  but  hitherto  all  the 
satisfaction  that  I  have  be«i  able  to  ob- 
tain has  been  in  the  nature  of  ridiculously 
inaccurate  replies.  Consequently  I  have 
taken  the  trouble  to  produce  documentary 
proof  of  every  statement  that  I  have  made. 
The  case  to  which  I  now  propose  to  refer 
originated  during  Sir  Thomas  E wing's 
term  of  oflke  as  Minister  of  Defence,  and 
was  finally  dealt  wiA  by  Senator  Pearce 
in  one  of  his  earliest  acts  of  administra- 
tion. What  the  latter  actually  did,  was, 
I  believe,  perfectly  correct,  but  what  he 
wrote  was  a  distinct  insult^ — a  most  grievous 
insult — to  one  branch  of  our  Citizen  Forces. 
But,  notwithstanding  that,  the  deciwon  at 
which  he  arrived  was  perfectly  sound.  I 
think  luHiorable  senators  will  admit  that 
I  have  not  dealt  with  any  of  these  cases 
in  a  spirit  of  party  antagonism,  but  that  X 
have  stated  the  facts  as  I  would  state  them 
for  the  information  of  a  jury.  That  is 
really  what  I  am  doing — ^putting  the  ques- 
tion before  the  highest  jury  in  Australia. 
I  wish  to  direct  attention  to  the  following 
minute,  headed  "Commonwealth  of  Aus- 
tralia, Attorney-General,"  and  dated  7th 
August,  1908 — 

It  appears  that  on  the  iSth  Apiil  last  Cap- 
tain   was  on  duty  at  some  mana-uvres 

in  the  neighbourhood  of  Coogee.  Lieuten:int- 
Colonel  Cooke,  Officer  Commandiag  Volunteer 
Camp,  rode  up  and  formed  the  opinion  that 

Captain    was  under  the  influence  of 

liquor,  and  not  in  a  fit  state  to  command  troops. 
Licutenant-Colonel  Cooke  gave  orders  that  Cnp- 
tain    should  be  relieved  of  his  com- 

mand, and  shonld  parade  before  him  the  next 
d:iy. 

I  have  not  stated  the  name  of  the  accused 
"'^er,  because  he  has  been  the  victim  of 


an  unjust  charge,  and  whilst  the  publication 
of  his  name  would  do  no  good,  it  mighc 
inflict  great  injury  upon  him.  I  regret 
that  I  have  not  previously  stated  how  the 
.Vtomey-General's  opinion  came  into  niy 
possession.  It  was  forwarded  to  me  ov^ 
the  signature  of  Sir  Tbtxnas  Ewing  from 
the  Department  of  Defence  last  year. 

Senator  Stewart. — Was  the  man 
MacDonnell  supposed  to  be  on  duty  vAen 
the  accident  befell  him? 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— Undoubt- 
edly. He  was  travelling  on  a  military  pass 
under  military  orders. 

Senator  Stewart. — His  name  does  not 
appear  in  this  list. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.—Probably 
that  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  his 
case  did  not  reach  Melbourne.  The  00m- 
munication  continues — 

Next  day  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cooke  informed 
Captain    that  lie  would  report  the  mat- 

ter to  a  higher  authority,  and  ordered  him  to 
leave  camp  under  open  arrest.  On  aoth  April 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Cooke  reported  the  matter 
in  writing  to  Colonel  Campbell,  Officer  Com- 
manding Sydney  Forces. 

It  will  probably  be  interesting  to  b(Mior<ible 
senators  to  learn  that  Colcxiel  Gerald  Boss 
Campbell  is  a  barrister,  of  whom  Major- 
General  Button  wn:^  very  a^redatively, 
and  whom  he  dubbed  a  "  hard-headed 
Scotchman." 

On  ajrd  April  a  report  was  forwarded  to  the 
Chief  StflfF  OflScer,  Victoria  Barracks,  who.  on 
28th  April,  forwarded  it  to  Lieutenant-Colonel 

  "for   necessary   action,"   which   is  to 

be  taken  strictly  in  accordance  with  Common- 
wealth Military  iRegulations.  Meanwhile,  on 
24th  April,  Lteutenanl-Colonel    in- 
formed Captain                 of  the  charge  against 

him  and  of  the  decision  of  the  o£Bcer  in  charge, 
Sydney  Fortress,  that  be  must  either  elect  to 
be  tried  by  Court  Martial  or  asked  to  be  per- 
mitted to  tender  his  resignation.  He  was  given 
till  29tb  April  to  comply. 

It  will  be  seen  that  that  the  officer  com- 
manding the  Sydney  Fortress  prejudged 
the  case  ctxitrary  to  all  military  regulations, 
because  those  regulations  specially  forMd 
officers  to  express  opinions  upon  cases  in 
respect  of  which  they  may  afterwards  be 
called  upon  to  take  action.  Yet  this  oflicer 
told  the  accused  that  he  had  better  tender 
his  resignation,  and  gave  him  till  the  29th 
April  to  canply  with  his  suggestion.  The 
officer  commanding  the  Sydney  Fortress  is 
an  old  personal  friend  of  mine',  but  that 
does  not  deter  me  from  discharging  my 
duty. 

Senator  W.  Rossell. — I  suppose  that 
those  who  consider  they  have  gri^nnces 
button-hole  the  honorable  senator. 
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Senator  Colonel  NEILD. — I  say  that 
Captain  did  not  sign  a  single  docu- 
ment which  I  did  not  prepare  for  him. 

Senator  W.  Russell.— That  is  a  good 
election  cry. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— Who  would 
have  known  anything  about  the  matter  had 
I  not  brought  it  forward?  In  reply  to 
Senator  W.  Russell,  I  may  say  that  when 
I  take  up  a  case  I  usually  fight  it.  I  do 
not  allow  other  people  to  mess  about  it. 
Very  frequently  my  advocacy  of  the  cause 
of  the  victims  of  injustice  necessitates  my 
working  all  night,  as  well  as  upon  Sunday. 
Surely,  that  is  the  best  evidence  of  my 
desire  to  see  justice  done.  Surely  it  is 
right  that  an  honorable  senator  should  use 
his  influence  and  power  to  correct  abuses. 
The  Attorney -General  proceeds — 

On  7th  May  Colonel  Campbell  held  an  in- 
vestigation  into  a  charge  preferred  against 
Captain  of  being  "  drunk  while  in  per- 
formance of  and  on  duty." 

Imagine  an  officer  who  has  prejudged  a  case 
to  the  extent  of  telling  the  accused  tiiat  be 
must  either  be  court-martialled  or  resign 
afterwards  holding  an  inquiry  into  it — an 

inquiry  against  which  Captain    was 

impelled  to  protest  as  an  illegal  one. 

Captain    was  present  and  asked  for 

an  adjoumement.  This  was  refused  at  that 
ktage. 

The    facts    are    that    at     half-past  9 

o'clock  upon  a  certain  day  Captain  — 

was  ordered  to  be  present  with  his  wit- 
nesses at  a  certain  place  on  the  following 
day  at  4  o'clodc.  I  happen  to  know  that 
his  witnesses  were  scattered  over  an  area 
of  at  least  sixteen  miles. 

But  after  some  evidence  had  been  taken  (not 

on  oath),   and   Captain    had   made  a 

statement,  the  investigation  was  adjourned  till 
tith  May. 

Now,   if  there  is  one  thing  more  than 
another  that  is  laid  down  in  the  Military 
Regulations  it  is  that  offences  must  be  dealt 
with  immediately.    In  the  case  of  officers 
under  arrest  they  must  be  dealt  with  the 
next  day.  The  Attorney- General  proceeds — 
On  that  day  it  was  resumed  and  Captain 
called  some  witnesses,  and  at  the  close 
of  the  investigation  handed  in  a  protest,  in  which 
he  complained  that  he  had  no   time  to  prepare 
a  defence,  and  had  been  refused  nn  adjourn- 
ment and  protested  against  the  illegaHty  of  the 
proceedings  upon  the  following  grounds  : — 
I.  At  Q.50  a.m.  on  Wednesday,  6th  May 
instant,  I  received  notice  requiring  me 
to  attend  at  4.30  p.m.  the  next  day, 
at  the  office  of  the  Scottish  Rifles, 
in  relation  to  a  "crime"  preferred 
against    me    by  Lieutenant-Cotonel 
 ,  in  respect  of  an  occurrence 


alleged  to  have  happened  on  the  tSth 
day  of  April,  eighteen  days  previ- 
ously. 

a.  Being  employed  in  the  Public  Service  it 
was  not  possible  for  me  to  give  either 
time  or  attention  to  the  matter  until 
after  4.30  p.m.  that  day,  nor  after 
9  a.m.  the  day  following. 

3.  It  was,  therefore,  impossible  foi  me  to 

obtain  legal  advice,  or  to  obtain  the 
evidence  necessary  for  my  defence. 

4.  In  obedience  of  orders  received  by  me  X 

attended  at  the  time  and  place  ap- 
pointed and  applied  to  the  Officer 
Commanding  the  garrison  troops  (be- 
fore whom  I  found  myself  arraigned) 
for  one  week's  adjournment,  to  en- 
able me  to  obtain  legal  assistance  and 
the  evidence  necessary  for  my  de- 
fence. 

The  Department  occupied  eighteen  days  in 
initiating  proceedings  against  this  unfor- 
tunate man»  and  yet  it  refused  him  a  slight 
adjournment  to  enable  him  to  defend  him- 
self. Is  that  fair  treatment  to  mete  out 
to  a  citizen  soldier?  Only  the  other  day 
Senator  Pearce  stated  that  I  knew  nothing 

about  this  case,  and  that  Captain  

was  a  militia  man.  He  was  not — he  was  a 
volunteer.    If  any  man  knows  that,  I  do. 

5.  Generally,  on  the  ground  that  the  "  pro- 

ceedings and  investigation  have  not 
been,  and  are  not  being,  conducted  in 
terms  and  in  compliance  with  the 
military  law  of  the  Commonwealth." 

That  protest  was  drawn  up  by  me.  I  did 
not  choose  to  embody  in  it  the  details  of 
what  I  regarded  as  a  breach  of  the  law. 
I  kept  that  up  my  sleeve.  I  was  not  going 
to  bang  away  all  my  ammunition  at  once. 
The  Attomey-Goieral  goes  on — 
There  were  further  adjournments  for  the  pur- 
ose  of  having  the  witnesses'  statements  signed, 

nt  Captain   and  his  witnesses  did  not 

attend. 

I  took  good  care  that  they  should  not  at- 
tend. It  would  have  amounted  to  a  tacit 
assent  to  the  whole  proceedings  if  the  ac- 
cused had  attended.  He  had  handed  in 
his  protest,  and  they  were  breaking  the  law, 
not  he — 

Finally,  on  the  22nd  May,  Colonel  Campbell 
referred  the  case  to  the  District  Commandant 
with  a  report  and  statement  of  the  evidence. 
Meanwhile  on  13th  May — 

that  is  nine  days  before  Colonel  Campbell 
reported — 

Captain    forwarded   to  the  District 

Commandant  a  complaint  (Commonwealth  Mili- 
tary Regulation  224),  in  which,  after  a  state- 
ment of  the  facts,  he  complained  that  he  con- 
sidered himself  wronged  inasmuch  as — 

I.  The  charge  against  me  was  not  made, 
nor  the  inquiry  conducted,  in  accord- 
ance with  Commonvrealth  Military  Re- 
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2.  t  have  been  improperly  kept  under  ar< 

rest,  contrary  to  section  113  of  the 
Defence  Act. 

3.  The  Officer  Commanding  Garrison  Troops 

is  not  a  "Commanding  Officer"  {vide 
Regulation  279),  empowered  or  en- 
titled to  investigate  the  charge. 

I  draw  particular  attention  to  the  fact  that 
the  officer  who  conducted  the  inquiry  was 
not  a  commanding  c^Scer  within  the  mean- 
ing of  the  law»  and  was  not  entitled  to  in- 
vestigate the  charge. 

4.  There  is  no  warrant  in  eiUter  the  Act 

or  Regulations,  nor  in  common  law, 
to  permit  the  reinvestigation  or  trial 
of  the  charge. 
This  complaint  was,  on  the   i8th  May,  for- 
warded by  the  Commanding  Staff  Officer  to  the 
Officer   in  Charge,  Sydney   Fortress,  minuted, 
"  referred  in  connexion  with  the  inquiry  now 
being  hc!d." 

Here  is  another  gross  illegality  which  I 
should  like  the  ex-Minister  of  Defeiiiie  to 
note.  It  is  laid  down  in  the  regulaticn 
under  which  this  appeal  to  the  Minister  was 
made  for  justice,  that  such  cc«nplaints  are 
to  be  fcHTwarded  for  the  consideration  of 
the  Military  Board  and  the  Minister.  What 
did  the  officer  commanding  in  New  South 
Wales  do?  He  committed  the  heinous  of- 
fence of  f(»warding  this  man's  complaint 
to  the  K^&oet  whose  conduct  was  oxnplained 
of. 

Senator  W.  Russell. — I  call  attenticm  to 
the  state  of  the  Senate.   [Quorum  formed.] 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— This  docu- 
ment should  have  been  placed  in  the  Minis- 
ter's hands  promptly,  but  the  Ounmandant 
sent  it  to  the  very  cmcer  whose  proceedings 
were  appealed  against. 

Senator  Sir  JosiAH  Symon. — Was  it 
sent  for  repoit? 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.  —  I  do  not 
know.  There  was  no  need  for  it  to  be  sent 
for  report,  because  there  is  nothing  in  the 
regulations  which  requires  it  to  be  so  sent. 
The  Minister,  of  course,  can  call  for  a 
report  if  he  wants  one. 

On  the  aand  May,  Captain    wrote  to 

the  Staff  Officer,  Sydney  Fortress,  objecting 
that  his  complaint  had  not  been  forwarded  to  the 
Military  Board  as  required  by  the  regulations. 

He  had  held  it  back  frmn  the  13th  to  the 
28th  May ;  that  is  fifteen  days.  That  is  the 
way  in  which  justice  is  rendered  in  s«ne 
portions  of  our  Defence  Forces. 

On  2Sth  May  the  District  Commandant  for- 
warded to  the  Secretary,  Defence  Department, 
the  complaint,  and  also  the  report  or  the  in- 
vestigation, w'lh  a  recommendation  that  Cap- 
tain   be  tried  bv  Court  Martial  as  pro- 
vided by  Commonwealth  Military  Regulations, 
paragraphs  226  and  315.   Captain    has 


apparently  continued  to  be  nnder  **  open  arrest  *' 
up  to  the  present  time. 

This  document  is  dated  7th  August  of  lait 
year.  The  c^cer  had  been  kept  under  ar- 
rest illegally  from  April  to  August.  THs 
is  the  Attorney-General's  statement.  I  can- 
not be  accused  of  not  understanding  my 
case  when  I  produce  nothing  but  official 
documents  from  which  to  prove  it.  It  will 
be  remembered  that  one  of  the  objections 
which  I  took  to  Colonel  Campbell's  action 
was  that  the  officer  onnmanding  the  garrison 
troops  was  not  a  conunanding  officer  em- 
powered and  entitled  to  investigate  the 
charge.  What  does  the  Attorney-General 
say  as  to  that? 

Senator  Lt.-Col(Hiel  Cameron. — Could 
he  not  be  ordered  to  do  so  by  supericv 
authority  ? 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD. —No.  No 
order  can  break  the  law.  My  honorable 
friend  surely  knows  that  the  military  law 
of  the  Commonwealth  requires  such  changes 
to  be  made  by  the  officer  commanding  the 
unit  of  which  the  accused  perscxi  is  a 
member. 

Senator  Lt.-Colonel  Caheron.  —  I 
think  

SenatOT  Colonel  NEILD. — If  my  honor- 
able friend  does  not  know  he  ^ould  not 
think. 

Senator  Lt.  Colonel  Cameron. — I  think 
any  superior  officer  can  be  delegated  to  in- 
vestigate a  charge. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD. —Then  the 
honorable  senator  contradicts  the  Attorney- 
General,  which  is  far  greater  fun  than  con- 
tradicting me — 

I  am  of  opinion  that  the  Officer  Commanding 
Sydney  Fortressi  was  not  the  "Ccmmandinf;  Offi- 
cer" within  the  meaning  of  Commonwealth  Mili- 
tary  Regulation   279,   and   consequently,  apart 

from  the  other  points  taken  by  Captain  , 

that  the  investigation  by  Colonel  Campbell  was 
not  an  investigation  conducted  according  to  the 
regulations. 

My  honorable  frigid  Senator  Cameron  can 
think  as  much  as  he  likes,  but  the  deli> 
berately  penned  opini<»i  of  the  Attorney- 
General  on  a  question  of  law  is  surely  of 
more  value  than  what  any  member  of  this 
Chamber  may  think.  The  Attorney-General 
goes  on — 

The  technical  position  appears  to  me  to  be 
the  same  as  if  no  inveitigation  at  all  had  been 
held. 

The  whole  thing  was  ultra  vires,  precisely 
as  I  induced  the  accused  person  to  allege 
in  his  protest  and  complaint.  There  is  no 
difficulty  about  it.  Regulation  270  is  an 
interpretation  clau|^|,l¥fe^§lCsil@^9gfe,  pie- 
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saibes  who  is  the  coaunanding  officer  and 
what  is  his  status.  Fr<»n  April  to  August 
these  things  had  been  tied  up  owing  to  il- 
legal proceedings  in  Sydney.  But  when 
tlie  Attorney-General  booted  the  persons  out 
of  court  in  the  manner  I  have  described,  the 
ex-Minister  of  Defence,  Sir  Thcxnas  Ewing, 
conceived  an  idea  so  extremely  brilliant  that 
it  is  a  pity  that  Gilbert  and  Sullivan  are  not 
abroad  in  Australia  now,  to  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  

Senator  Lt.  -Colonel  Cameron. — They 
have  a  very  good  substitute  in  this  Senate. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— Yes,  I  think 
!  am  pretty  well  showing  what  a  parcel  of 
improper  acts  have  been  committed  in  the 
name  of  the  law  which  Senator  Camer<xi 
does  not  care  a  hang  about.  He  only  cares 
for  discipline — ' '  Throw  out  your  chest  and 
obey  my  order;  hang  the  law  I"  That 
is  Senator  Cameron's  attitude. 

Senator  Vardon. — Be  fair. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— Let  Wm  be 
fair  to  me,  then.  All  these  outrages  are 
conducted  in  the  name  of  military  disci- 
pline, which  means  perscmal  autocracy — the 
autocracy  of  seme  person  "  drest  in  a  little 
brief  authority." 

Senator  Lt.  -Colcmel  Cameron.  —  The 
honorable  senator  would  not  give  them  a 
chance  to  have  much. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD. — They  have 
had  time  enough  and  rope  enough ;  and  I 
am  trying  to  hang  them  a  little  bit  now. 

Senator  >Jeedham. — Senator  Cameron  is 
a.  soldier,  anyhow. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD. — No  one  said 
that  he  was  not.  But  not  even  his  most 
enthusiastic  friend  would  accuse  him  of 
being  a  lawyer.  At  any  rate,  he  is  not 
paid  to  practice  as  a  lawyer,  but  the  Attor- 
ney-General and  the  Secretary  to  the  At- 
torney- General's  Department  are.  As  I 
have  said,  Sir  Thomas  Ewing,  then  Min- 
ister of  Defence,  hit  upon  a  brHliant 
sdiOT^.  Hie  troi^le  about  this  o6Scer  was 
that  he  was  alleged  to  have  been  the  worse 
for  liquor.  But,  as  Senator  Pearce's  min- 
nute  says,  it  was  a  question  whether  the  man 
■was  the  worse  for  Hquor  or  had  had  an  over- 
dose of  quinine.  If  the  papers  were  called 
for  and  read  it  would  he  seen  from  the 
evidence  of  witnesses — and  they  were  not 
the  best  witnesses  that  the  accused  had 
— that  it  was  an  open  questiwi. 
The  man  was  not  quite  himself,  and  who 
could  say  how  that  was  accounted  for? 
Senator  Pearce  was  right  in  the  decision 
he  came  ta  Sir  Thomas  Ewing's  idea  was 
a  brilliant  <Hie.   He  applied  to  the  Premier 


of  N  ew  South  Wales  for  the  services  of  a 
stipendiary  magistrate,  to  see  whether  this 
officer  had  b^n  awallowing  whisky  or 
quinine.  If  Gilbert  and  Sullivan  ever 
happened  upon  anything  funnier  than  that, 
I  should  like  to  know  what  it  was.  I  have 
heard  some  of  their  funny  business,  but  I 
never  heard  of  anything  more  absolutely 
jocose  than  the  appointment  by  the  Premier 
of  one  of  the  States  of  the  Comraonwealih 
of  a  stipendiary  magistrate  to  ascertain 
whether  a  cha,>  swallowed  whisky  or 
quinine.  The  Prime  Minister  of  New 
South  Wales  said,  "  This  is  a  task  outside 
a  magistrate's  commission.  He  must  be 
protected  if  he  is  to  make  these  inquiries. 
He  must  have  a  legal  status,  and  must  be 
appointed  a  Royal  Commission."  Just 
when  Sir  Thomas  Ewing  was  retiring  from 
office  he  was  busily  applying  to  Mr.  Wade, 
of  New  South  Wales,  for  the  appointment 
of  a  Royal  Commission  to  determine  whe- 
ther whisky  or  quinine  had  been  swallowed. 
Sir  Thomas  Ewing's  brilliant  idea  of  an 
inquiry  by  a  stipendiary  magistrate  never 
came  off,  and  the  Commonwealth  conse- 
quently lost  something  in  fun.  The  period 
during  which  under  the  Act  a  member  of 
the  Defence  Forces  can  be  prosecuted  for 
an  offence  is  limited  to  six  mmths.  After 
six  months  had  passed,  and  nothing  had 
occurred  but  this  abortive  Colonel  Camp- 
bell investigation,  I  applied  for  the  man's 
discharge.  Senator  Pearce  then  came  into 
(rffice  as  Minister  of  Defence,  and  took  a 
hand  in  the  game.  He  dealt  with  this 
matter  very  promptly,  and,  to  a  certain 
point,  very  satisfactorily.    He  wrote — 

Captain    case.— As  explained  by  the 

Crown  Solicitor — 

there  is  a  mistake  there,  because  the  expla- 
nation was  made  by  the  Attorney -General — 

the  irregularities  complained  of  do  not  affect 
the  rigtits  of  the  case,  which  is  praeticaUv  as 
it  was  before  the  holding  of  the  investigation 
by  Colonel  Campbell.  Neither  is  the  case  af- 
fected by  the  contention  that  its  further  invcsli- 
gaiion  is  barred  by  the  Defence  Act,  section  log, 
which  applies  <mly  to  prosecutions,  and  not  to 
military  punishments.  See  Defence  Act,  sec- 
tion 104. 

That  is  a  question  of  law  which  I  shall  not 
labour  on  this  occasion,  though  if  I  passed 
U  by  without  remark  it  might  be  assumed 
that  I  concurred  with  the  statement  made 
by  Senator  Pearce.  The  honorable  senator, 
as  Mmister  for  Defence,  said  that  this 
section  in  the  Act  applied  only  to  prosecu- 
tifflw,  and  not  to  militarv  punishments. 
You  cannot  ha^^.a^,  ^p^eDg^'Pshment 
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without  a  military  prosecuticn  in  advance* 
unless  the  accused  pleads  guilty. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — I  suppose 
that  what  Senator  Pearce  meant  was  a  pro- 
secution in  the  ordinary  sense. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— That  may 
be,  but  I  have  taken  the  opinion  of  gentle- 
men eminent  in  the  law.  They  hold  the 
view  which  I  express,  and  there  is  arx)ther 
section  which  acts  practically  as  the  inter- 
pf^er  of  the  phrase.  How  a  punishment 
oould  take  place  without  a  prosecution,  I 
say  I  do  not  understand,  but  I  let  that 
pass.  The  late  Minister  of  Defence  further 
wrote — and  this  portion  of  his  minute  is 
very  accurate,  very  appropriate,  and  alto- 
gether to  the  credit  of  the  h<xiorable  sena- 
tor— 

The  evidence  adduced  at  the  invcstis^ation 
was  presumably  the  strongest  that  could  be 
obtained  in  support  of  the  charge  of  drunk- 
enness, and  was  met  by  certaia  eridence  tend- 
ing to  show  that  the  apparent  effects  of  drink 
were  caused  by  drugs  used  for  malarial  fever. 
It  is  doubtful  whether  any  jury  would  convict 
on  the  evidence  produced ;  under  such  circum- 
stances. Commonwealth  Military  Regulation  273 
prescribes  that  an  application  for  a  Court-Mar- 
tial  should  not  be  made. 

Here  is  the  MiniL>ter  himself  condemning 
the  proceedings  in  Sydney.  The  Attorney- 
General  and  the  Minister  condemned  them 
on  different  grounds.  Senator  Pearce's 
minute  proceeds — 

The  charge  against  Captain    will  not, 

therefore,  be  proceeded  with,  and  his  release 
"from  open  arrest"  should  be  ordered. 

Now  comes  the  paragraph,  in  which  I  say 
the  ex-Minister  his  seriously  insulted  the 
whole  of  the  Volunteer  Forces — 
No  hardship  has  been  experienced  by  Captain 


What  greater  hardship  could  there  be  than 
a  personal  degradation,  lasting  over  six 
or  eight  months.  The  Chairman  will,  per- 
haps, permit  me  to  suggest  an  impossible 
occurrence  as  an  illustration  of  the  hard- 
ship in6icted  in  this  case.  Would  it  not 
l)e  a  hardship  on  Senator  Henderson  if 
the  Chairman  improperly,  tmwarrantably, 
and  illegally  ordered  him  out  of  the  cham- 
ber, and  kept  him  out?  That  would  be  no 
hardship  according  to  Senator  Pearce. 
This  is  the  sentence  I  have  described  as  in- 
sulting to  the  Volunteer  Forces  of  Aus- 
tralia, and  let  me  say  that  the  importance 
of  the  unpaid  branch  of  the  Defence  De- 
partment is  sufficiently  shown  by  the  fact 
that  the  whole  of  the  defence  of  the  prin- 
cipal port  and  city  of  Australia,  the  whole 
district  known  as  the  Sydney  Fortress,  is 


in  the  hands  of  volunteers,  not  even  militk, 
or  partially  paid.  The  whole  defence  of 
the  metropolitan  area  of  Sydney  is  in  the 
hands  of  volunteers  commanded  by  Colmel 
Campbell,  to  whom  I  have  referred.  Sena- 
tor Pearce  wrote — - 

No  hardship  has  been  experienced  by  Captaia 

 on  the  score  of  delay,  inasmuch  as  Uiis 

was  inevitable  under  the  circumstances,  and  mote 
especially  as  it  only  involTed  suspension  from 
military  duty  as  a  volunteer  officer  while  the 
charge   was  pending. 

So  you  may  insult  a  volunteer  c^cer.  Vou 
may  order  him  under  arrest  illegally,  treat 
him  illegally  for  six  or  eight  mtxiths,  and 
there  is  no  hardship  because  he  is  only  a 
volunte^*.  That  is  what  I  complain  of. 
The  late  Minister  of  Defence  did  the  right 
thing,  but  did  it  in  the  wrong  way,  and 
if  he  would  take  back  that  insult  to  the 
volunteers  of  Australia  it  would  be  con- 
sonant with  his  position  as  a  member  of 
this  Chamber,  and  with  that  which  he  held 
as  Minister  of  Defence.  I  have  occupied 
the  attention  of  the  Committee  for  very 
much  l<Higer  than  I  was  willing  to  do,  but 
that  I  should  go  into  these  matters  in  de- 
tail was  necessary,  in  view  of  what  has 
happened  to  me  before.  There  is  no  state- 
ment I  have  uttered  here  which  I  have  not 
proved  by  the  production  of  facial  docu- 
ments. It  is  impossible  to  tell  me  that  1 
do  not  understand  these  matters.  It  is  im- 
possible to  explain  away  these  cases,  as 
Senator  Pearce  has  endeavoured  to  do,  in 
this  off-hand  way,  with  the  object  of  white- 
washing some  people  who  were  acting 
wrongfully.  This  delay.  Senator  Pearce 
says,  was  inevitable  in  the  circumstances. 
Why?  Because  the  (rfficers  of  the  Depart- 
ment did  not  do  th«r  duty.  That  is  what 
caused  the  inevitable  delay  j  the  holdint: 
of  an  illegal  inquiry,  and  the  refusal  for 
a  fortnight  to  send  on  a  document  which 
should  have  gone  to  the  Minister  by  the 
first  post.  That  is  what  caused  a  lot  of 
the  "inevitable  delay,'*  but  it  was  of  no 
consequence,  apparently,  because  the  suf- 
ferer was  CMilv  a  volunteer  <^cer. 

Senator  MILLEN  (New  South  Wales- 
Vice-President  of  the  Executive  Coimcii) 
[12.26]. — Senator  Neild  will  imderstand 
that  in  the  few  ramarks  I  shall  address  to 
the  Committee  I,  in  no  sense,  take  the 
slightest  exception  to  his  bringing  these 
matters  before  honorable  senators.  Indeed 
I  may  say  that  I  think  that  one  of  the 
highest  responsibilities  which  rests  upon 
any  member  of  Parliament  is  when  he 
thinks  an  injustij^i^gLgyfe®te4Qo  seek 
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for  redress  of  that  injustice  here.  But  I 
would  like  to  remind  the  honorable  senator 
that  the  cases  which  he  now  brines  before 
our  attention,  though  not  for  the  first  time, 
.ire  in  their  details  absolutely  new  so  fat 
ns  I  am  concerned.  For  that  reason  it 
will  not  be  possible  for  me,  nor  do  I  think 
it  necessary  to  attempt,  in  view  of  what  I 
have  to  say,  to  follow  the  honorable  senator 
through  the  details  of  the  three  cases  he 
has  referred  to.  With  regard  to  the  last 
case.  Senator  Neild  will  be  the  first  to  ad- 
mit that  it  is  practically  closed  so  far  as 
the  Department  is- concerned.  That  case 
was  decided  by  the  late  Minister  of  De- 
fence, and,  so  far  as  th>?  Department  is 
concerned,  there  is  in  that  matter  now  no 
question  awaiting  consideration.  With  re- 
gard to  the  case  of  Mr.  MacDonneli,  the 
honorable  senator  was  perfectU-  ri^ht  when 
he  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  particulars 
in  thkt  cr.st'  had  not  been  referred  to  the 
<~otitral  Office  of  the  Department.  They 
have  there  no  information  of  that  case  offi- 
cially, beyond  a  knowledge  of  the  recent 
utterances  of  the  honorable  senator  himself. 
All  I  can  promise  is  that  steps  will  be 
taken  to  place  the  Head  Office  of  the  De- 
partment m  G(»nmunicati<Hi  with  those  in 
whose  hands  the  papers  now  are. 

Senator  Turley.  —  Was  compensation 
paid  without  the  Head  Office  knowing  any- 
thing about  it  ?  • 

Senator  MILLEN. — No;  compensation 
was  paid  by  the  New  South  Wales  Rail- 
ways Connnissioners  as  the  result  of  a 
civil  suit. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Syhon. — What  more 
compensation  could  the  man  have  been  en- 
titled to? 

Senator  MILLEN.— Senator  Symon  will 
see  that  he  is  asking  me  a  question  upon  a 
matter  the  facts  of  which  are  officially  un- 
known to  the  Head  Office  of  the  Depart- 
ment. I  can  assure  Senator  Neild  that 
steps  will  be  taken  to  ascertain  what,  if 
anything,  has  been  done  in  connexion  with 
this  matter.  The  case  of  Critten,  with  which 
the  honorable  senator  dealt  at  much  greater 
length,  extends,  as  the  Committee  are  aware, 
over  a  long  period  of  years,  and  Senator 
Neild  addressed  himself  to  a  great  many  de- 
tails which  it  would  be  impossible  for  any 
one  placed  as  I  am,  and  hearing  the  facts 
referred  to  for  the  first  time,  to  attempt  to 
answer.  As  Senator  Neild  has  said,  the 
case  was  eventually  referred  to  a  Committee 
for  investigation.  The  Committee  has  pre- 
sented its  report,  which  is  now  before  the 
Minister  for  consideration  and  decision. 


I  submit  to  the  honwaHle  senator  that  he 
might  reasonably  allow  the  matter  to  rest 
at  that  stage  until  my  hcnorable  colleague 

has  had  the  opportunity  of  reading  and 
considering  that  repc»t,  and  his  decisicHi 
thereon  is  made  known.  He  will  then  be 
in  a  position  to  see  the  report,  and  also  be 
in  possession  of  the  Minister's  decision.  It 
would  be  idle  and  uimecessary,  I  think,  to 
occupy  the  time  of  the  Committee  now  in 
discussing  the  merits  or  demerits  of  the 
case,  when  it  is  in  the  condition  I  have 
stated.  I  therefcve  ask  my  honorable 
friend  to  allow  the  matter  to  rest  at  that 
stage,  with  the  assurance  that  the  report 
of  the  Committee  will  be  placed  at  bis 
disposal  in  the  course  of  a  very  few  days. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD  (New  South 
Wales)  [12.31]. — The  Minister  made  a  sort 
of  suggestion  to  me,  and  I  conclude  that 
his  remarks  had  reference  to  an  intenti(xi 
that  I  expressed  of  moving  a  request  for  a 
reduction  in  the  item.  I  said  that  I  pro- 
posed to  move  for  a  reduction,  in  order  to 
give  pcnnt  and  effect  to  my  statement;  but 
I  forgot  to  do  so.  In  view  of  the  Minis- 
ter's statement,  and  of  the  de»re  of  the 
Cwnmittee  to  get  along  with  the  business,  I 
shall  not  press  the  matter. 

Senator  Lt.-Colonel  CAMERON  (Tas- 
mania) [12.32]. — I  had  no  intention  to  take 
part  in  the  discussion  on  this  Bill,  and,  had 
It  not  been  for  the  remailcs  of  my  distin- 
guished friend.  Senator  Neild,  I  should 
not  have  risen.  On  an  occasion  of  this 
kind,  I  believe  that  almost  any  sub- 
ject can  be  discussed.  But  in  view 
of  the  very  serious  omdition  of  things 
which  confronts  us,  when  we  have  to  or- 
ganize and  disripline  the  Military  Forces 
on  which  the  existence  of  this  great  Com- 
monwealth will  depend  to  a  very  large  ex- 
tent— I  deprecate,  in  every  way  I  can,  the 
discussion  of  trivial  matters  here.  Speak- 
ing from  experience,  and  as  one  of  those 
who  are,  to  a  certain  extent,  responsible 
for  disciplining  the  Military  Forces,  I 
unhesitatingly  say  that  it  is  extremely  hurt- 
ful to  have  grievances  brought  forward  in 
this  way  before  every  means  have  been  ex- 
hausted departmentally  to  put  matters 
right.  ^  With  this  protest  against  the  in- 
troduction of  minor  matters — matters  of 
insignificance  when  all  is  said  and  done — I 
will  say  no  more,  except  that  it  is  to  be  re- 
gretted that  the  time  of  the  Senate  should 
be  wasted. 

Senator  STORY  (South  Australia) 
[12.36].— The  Vice-President  of  th»  Execu- 
tive Council  has  jm9tiaifwprW?@6§ferable 
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senators  bringing  forward  any  griev- 
ances which  they  know  to  exist.  I  desire 
to  refer  to  a  state  of  affairs  in  the  Military 
OflSces  in  Adelaide,  which  I  think  ought  to 
be  remedied  at  the  earliest  possible  date. 
These  offices  were  built  about  sixty  years 
ago,  and  are  absolutely  out^rf-date.  They 
are  miserable  little  places,  unfit  to  be  com- 
pied  even  by  a  dog  or  a  iHg,  let  alone  by 
military  cheers. 

Senator  Colonel  Neild.— The  honorable 
senator  would  not  keep  a  decent  horse  in 
them? 

Senator  STORY.— No  j  not  even  a  dog. 

Senator  Vardon.— The  offices  are  abso- 
lutely insanitary. 

Senator  Pearce.— When  I  was  Mmister 
1  said  that  they  were  a  disgrace  to  the  Com- 
monwealth. 

Senator  STORY.— I  hope  that  some  pro- 
vision will  be  made  on  the  Estimated  for 
remedying  this  grievance.  Another  matter 
to  which  I  think  attention  should  be  drawn 
is  the  treatment  of  rifle  clubs.  In  1902 
South  Australia  had  fifty-five  rifle  clubs, 
and  although  to-day  it  has  more  than 
double  that  number,  they  have  only  the 
same  staff  on  the  clerical  division  to  look 
after  that  branch  of  the  military  service  as 
they  had  in  1902.  The  late  secretary  to 
rifle  clubs  in  the  State,  after  having  en- 
deavoured for  a  considerable  time  to  get 
some  assistance  or  redress,  threw  up  the 
position  in  disgust,  and  left  the  service. 
The  present  secretary,  in  addition  to  work- 
ing the  whole  of  every  day,  has,  to  my 
knowledge,  had  to  go  back  almost  every 
evening  of  the  week  for  two  or  three  hours, 
nnd,  on  some  occasions,  in  order  to  cope 
with  the  work  which  devolves  upon  him, 
has  even  to  go  back  to  work  on  Sun- 
days. That  is,  I  think,  another  grievance 
which  the  military  authorities,  or  the  Home 
Affairs  Department,  should  take  an  early 
o\  portunitv  to  remedy. 

Senator' Pearce.— That  is  the  result  of 
the  Public  Service  Act.  The  Minister  of 
Defence  cannot  appoint  a  messenger. 

Saiator  STORY.— Whatever  it  is  the  re- 
sult of,  some  steps  should  be  taken  by  the 
present  Government  to  prevent  this  deplor- 
able sweating,  and  to  provide  decent  ac- 
commodation for  the  officers  who  do  our 
defence  work. 

Senator  HENDERSON  ^Western  Aus- 
traliaN  [12.40]. — I  was  highly  pleased  to 
hear  Senator  Story's  remarks  about  the 
slate  of  the  military  quarters  in  Adelaide. 
From  a  minute  personal  Inspection,  I  can 


say  that  no  more  disgraceful  accommoda- 
tion is  to  be  found  in  Australia  than  the'e. 
There  are  little  dens  in  which  I  would  not 
put  a  dog  for  which  I  had  any  respect. 
Of  course,  if  I  had  a  dog  which  I  wanted 
to  pmson  with  a  foetid  atmosphere,  I  would 
place  him  in  these  military  quarters,  where 
a  most  insanitary  condition  of  tlungs  exists. 
It  is  only  fair  that  the  Government  shouM 
look  into  the  matter,  and  at  the  earliest 
possible  date  take  the  necessary  steps  to 
provide  sanitary  accommodation  for  the  men 
who  are  supposed  to  possess  health  and 
vigour,  to  attend  to  the  requirements  of  the 
Military  Fwces.  I  trust  that  an  improve- 
ment will  very  soon  be  effected.  I  am 
satisfied  that  were  these  men  dviliaiu,  a 
very  strong  public  protest  would  he  made 
against  the  ccmditions  in  which  they  are 
compelled  frcxn  day  to  day  to  carry  on 
their  labours,  and  work  out  their  existence. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON  (South 
Australia)  [iz.42]. — I  am  quite  sure  that 
my  hMiorable  and  gallant  friend,  Colonel 
Neild,  felt  last  evening  that  the  matters  he 
proposed  to  deal  with  were  of  grave  an<l 
great  importance.  Otherwise,  I  am  satis- 
fied that  be,  as  a  supporter  of  the  Govern- 
ment, would  not  have  suggested  deferring 
the  cwnplction  of  this  Supply  Bill  for  an- 
other day.  I  am  also  convinced  that 
nothing  but  the  paramount  importancse  of 
these  anticipated  matters  would  have  in- 
fluenced the  members  of  the  Govemmen*- 
here  to  defer  still  further  the  payment  of 
the  500  postal  servants,  who  are  at  the 
point  of  starvatvxi,  wttib  whom  we  were 
threatened  as  a  reason  f<»:  pushing  on 
this  Bill  yesterday.  I  make  these 
remarks  because  our  proceedings  to- 
day illustrate  the  impropriety  of  the  Min- 
ister trying  to  force  a  Supply  Bill  through 
the  Chamber  by  intimations  which  are  as 
absurd  as  I  thmk  them  to  be  unfounded. 
I  do  not  believe  for  a  moment  that  there 
was  the  slightest  apprehension  in  the  mind 
of  the  Government  that  these  men  would 
not  be  paid  when  the  maiey  was  due.  Fur- 
tl^,  I  deprecate  it  because  that  sent  of 
thing  is  often  thrown  out — I  do  not  think 
it  oug^t  to  be — as  a  sort  of  taunt  to  the 
Labour  party,  and  as  stnnething  very  un- 
pleasant for  them  to  hear,  if  they  seek  to 
discharge  their  duty  as,  I  suppose,  they 
considered  they  were  doing  yesterday, 
under  the  fear  that  they  may  be  delaying 
working  men  in  need  in  getting  their  pay. 
In  view  of  what  has  ^ken  place  to-day» 
under  the  plea  o|inc^  i^oo»3IS^|i^d,  we 
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should  not  bear  again  a  statement  made 
in  order  to  deprive  the  Senate  of  its  just 
and  constitutional  right  to  deal  in  the 
fullest  fwssible  manner  with  a  Supply 
Bill.  With  regard  to  the  details  of  the 
three  cases  which  Swator  Nttld  has  ven- 
tilated, I  do  not  wish  to  say  anything;  but 
about  the  results  I  desire  to  say  a  few 
words.  I  agree  with  Soiator  Cameron  in 
deprecating — I  do  not  say  as  to  these  or 
any  particular  cases — the  interventiai  of 
either  Houses  of  Parliament  in  what  are 
literally  matters  of  discipline  and  jwo- 
oedure  in  the  Defence  Forces. 

Senator  Cd<»iel  Nbild. — Matters  of  in- 
justice. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— I  re- 
gretted to  hear  the  Vice-President  of  the 
Executive  Council  say  that  no  possible  ex- 
cepti<xi  could  be  taken  to  the  course  which 
has  been  followed  by  Senator  Neild,  I 
venture  to  say  that  we  shall  never  have  a 
well  disciplined  force  in  this  country — an 
army  WOTthy  of  the  name — if  the  Senate  is 
to  be  cmstittded  a  Court  of  Appeal  against 
the  decisions  either  of  Boards  or  of  com- 
manding officers.  The  thing  is  ridiculous. 
I  entirely  agree  with  Senator  Cameron  that 
the  worst  possible  Court  of  Appeal  in  re- 
spect of  military  matters — especially  if 
they  are  of  a  trivial  character — is  this 
Chamber.  In  saying  that,  I  express  no 
opinion  upon  the  details  of  the  cases  which 
have  been  cited.  I  nm  sure  that  my  honw- 
able  friend,  Senator  Neild,  was  moved  to 
take  action  by  the  circumstances  ctxinected 
with  those  cases.  But  what  are  they?  The 
case  of  Captain  has  been  settled. 

Senator  Colonel  Neild. — Do  not  be  too 
sure  about  that. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— At  any 
rate,  the  honorable  senator  himself  com- 
plimented the  late  Minister  of  Defence 
upcxi  the  dedsioi  at  which  he  had  arrived, 
so  that,  except  for  an  apolc^  whidi  be 
vainly  attempted  to  extract  fran  Senator 
Pearce,  that  case  is  done  with.  As  to  the 
case  of  MacDonnell,  everybody  must  sym- 
pathize with  what  Senator  Neild  said  in  re- 
gard to  the  injury  which  befell  him.  But 
it  was  not  the  Defence  Department  which 
was  liable  

Senator  Colonel  Neild. — Road  *he  Act. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— I  know 
the  provisions  of  the  Act.  Another  body 
was  responsible  for  that  injury. 

Senator  Colonel  Neild. — Half-a-dozen 
persons  might  be  responsible  for  it. 


Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— That  is 
so.  But  a  man  must  be  a  perfect  glutton 
if,  after  having  received  from  one  quarter 
full  compensation  for  an  injury  which  he 
has  sustained,  he  attempts  to  extract  a 
bonus  from  an(^her.  If  MacDonnell  has 
some  other  claim,  it  is  a  matter  which 
should  be  dealt  with  departmentally  accord- 
ing to  the  King's  Regulations. 

Senator  Colonel  Neild.— They  are  not 
the  King's  Regulaticms.  The  code  is 
framed  under  our  own  Act. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— What 
on  earth  the  Senate  has  to  do  with  the  case 
of  MacDonnell,  God  Only  knows. 

Senator  Turlev. — ^And  Colonel  Neild. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— I  must 
say  that  Senator  Neild  is  entitled  to 
credit  fot  exhaustively  putting  his  case 
before  the  body  whose  intervention  he 
seeks.  The  third  case  was  that  of 
Critten.  Again,  I  say  nothing  upon 
the  merits  of  his  case.  I  am  not 
competent  to  express  an  opinion  upon 
them.  But,  boiled  down,  the  position  ap- 
pears to  be  that  for  five  years  Critten  has 
received  66.  per  day  less  than  he  thinks  he 
ought  to  have  received,  and  he  is  of  opinion 
that  the  arrears  due  to  hira  should  be  paid. 
That  seems  to  me  to  be  purely  a  depart- 
mental matter.  Obviously,  this  Senate  is 
not  the  best  Court  of  Appeal  to  deal  with 
the  momentous  question  of  wbetho*  he 
should  be  paid  that  additional  6d.  per  dav 
or  not.  I  quite  agree  that  where  injustice 
is  being  done  by  a  public  body,  or  by  any 
person  in  a  public  offx-e.  Parliament  is  the 
ultimate  tribunal  in  which  redress  ought  to 
be  sought.  But  that  principle  does  not 
apply  to  matters  of  procedure  and  discip- 
line in  military  affairs,  and  we  shall  at>- 
solutely  shatter  discipline  if  we  encouraee 
such  an  objectionable  practice.  I  shall  be 
glad  to  hear  fr<xn  Senator  Neild  

Senator  Guthrie. — Does  the  honwaUe 
senator  want  him  up  again? 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— I  do. 

Senator  McGregor. — What  about  the 
500  Post  Office  onploy^  ? 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— Thev 
have  been  deserted  by  the  Government.  I 
am  not  aware  that  anybody  knows  more 
than  does  Senator  Neild  about  the  Militarv 
Forces  of  the  Commonwealth.  I  think  that 
honorable  senators  ought  to  be  infonnerl 
what  is  the  condition  of  our  Defence  Forces, 
and  I  should  like  Senator  Neild  to  give 
us  his  opiiuon  upon  that  question.  I  hold 
very  strongly— and  I(^ake..tlfce  earliest 
opportunity  of'9'MKdn?A5'^^Shat  the 
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main  defence  of  Australia,  assuming  the 
supremacy  of  the  Imperial  Fleet,  con- 
sists in  her  land  forces.  Probably 
we  shall  have  other  opportunities  of 
dealing  with  the  question  of  our 
naval  defence.  To  my  mind»  naval 
defence  in  the  case  of  Australia  is  largely  a 
matter  of  the  protection  of  trade  routes — 
the  trade  of  the  British  Empire  in  which 
we  are  so  largely  interested. 

Senator  Givens. — The  honorable  senator 
means  that  it  is  a  question  of  keeping  open 
the  trade  routes? 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— Yes; 
and  of  protecting  our  ocean  borne  ccan- 
merc£.  Our  coastal  and  harbor  defence  is 
more  or  less  auxiliary  to  what  is,  and  ought 
to  be,  the  back-bone  of  the  defence  of  Aus- 
tralia— our  land  defences,  our  Military 
Forces.  I  should  like  to  know  Senator 
Neild's  opinion  regarding  the  organization 
and  efficiency  of  our  land  forces  as  they 
at  present  exist. 

Senator  Colonel  Neild. — Why  they  have 
not  a  bayonet  amongst  them.  They  carry 
bayonets  only  for  "swagger"  purposes. 
They  cannot  fix  them.  But  ihe  honorable 
senator  must  not  attack  military  discipline. 
That  is  too  dreadful. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— I  re- 
peat that  discipline  is  the  foundation  of  our 
Military  Fok&s.  But  if  there  is  one  sub- 
ject that  ought  to  be  debated  in  this  Parlia- 
ment, it  is  the  military  establishment,  and 
the  efficiency  of  our  forces.  This  question 
ought  not  to  be  discussed  as  a  party  one. 

Senator  Colonel  Neild. — Why  I  have 
been  pitching  into  my  own  side.  I  have 
not  attacked  honorable  senators  opposite. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— The 
reason  I  specially  refer  to  this  matter,  is 
that  I  have  been  informed  by  an  expert  in 
naval  matters  that  the  settled  portion  of 
Australia,  upon  which  we  have  to  depend, 
has  really  nothing  much  to  fear  from  an  at- 
tack by  hostile  cruisers  so  long  as  our  land 
forces  are  thoroughly  equipped  and  effi- 
cient. 

Senator  Colonel  Neild. — How  are  we 
going  to  move  them  round  the  ccmtinent? 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— I  will 
tell  the  honorable  senator  in  a  mwnent. 
What  we  have  most  to  fear  is  the  patrol  of 
our  coast  by  a  hostile  cruiser  or  two,  which 
might,  perhaps,  endeavour  to  plant  a  few 
shells  in  some  of  our  cities.  Let  me  take 
the  case  of  Sydney,  as  an  »amp1e.  No 
expeditionary  force  of  any  strength  could 
possibly  be  landed  there  by  any  reasonably 
anticipated  enemy.    No  such  force  could 


effect  a  landing,  with  any  hope  of  remain- 
ing in  occupation,  on  any  settled  part  of  our 
shores  from  Brisbane  to  Adelaide. 

Senator  Col<xieI  Neild. — That  is  not  so. 

Senator  Guthrie. — What  about  New- 
castle and  Bc^any? 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— No 
expeditionary  force  has  the  slightest 
chance  of  effecting  a  dangerous  lodgment 
at  such  points  if  our  land  forces  are 
thoroughly  equipped,  thoroughly  mobile, 
and  properly  ccMiimandeil. 

Sentor  Colonel  Neild. — Not  if  we  have 
roads  or  railways  to  convey  troops  from  one 
place  to  another. 

Senator  Peabce. — But  we  have  no  rail- 
way to  transport  them  to  Western  Australia. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— If 
there  were  piratical  cruisers  about,  nothing 
cwld  prevent  them  from  ddng  damage  to 
Fremantle  if  the  fort  there  did  not  prevent 
tb^.  Certainly  they  could  not  inflict  much 
damage  upon  Perth,  which  thev  would  have 
to  shell  from  a  distance  of  about  ten  miles. 
I  have  mentioned  this  matter  only  for  the 
purpose  of  showing  the  paramount  impor- 
tance of  our  land  forces.  The  remarks  of 
Senator  Neild  in  reference  to  bayonets  im- 
pels me  to  make  two  or  three  observaticxis 
which  I  hope  will  be  taken  to  heart  here 
just  as  they  have  been  in  England.  I  wish 
to  quote  the  words  uttered  by  Lord  Rd)erts 
in  a  speech  which  he  made  in  the  House  of 
Lords  on  i8th  May  last.    He  said — 

In  the  first  place,  I  cannot  conceive  how  any- 
body can  suppose  we  can  have  an  nrmy  at  all 
if  that  army  is  to  be  made  a  party  question. 

Later  on,  he  said — 

The  nation  does  not  believe  in  the  army  in 
the  very  least.  In  the  tint  place,  it  looks  npon 
the  regular  army  as  something  (juite  apart  fiom 
itsel  f ,  with  which  it  has  nothing  to  do,  and 
thinks  that  the  less  it  sees  of  the  army  the 
better.  The  people  do  not  like  soldiers  to  come 
into  their  neighbourhood.  They  think  the 
soldiers  are  only  fit  to  go  abroad  and  fight  their 
battles.  It  is  a  most  uaforttmate  mistake  on  thdr 
part,  because  soldiers  in  our  days  are  not  what 
they  were  fifty  or  sixty  years  ago. 

Sitting  suspended  from  i  to  2.15  f.m. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— There 
are  one  or  two  other  references  which  I 
should  like  to  make  to  this  subject,  be- 
cause they  are  very  suggestive,  and  apply 
very  much  to  ourselves.  I  feel  sure  that 
they  will  be  taken  into  consideration  \3ij 
the  Minister  of  Defence,  who  is,  no  doubt, 
fully  alive  to  the  impcMtant  points  that  I  am 
endeavouring  to  make.  (The  pai^age  to 
which  I  called  tl^  ait^tibn'Vf  ^  Senate 
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was  as  to  the  Interest  talcen  in  the  Army. 
Lcxd  Robwts  says  that  people  m  Eng- 
land think  that  the  Territorial  Army  is  not 
wanted,  and  that  they  locdc  upon  it  as  a 
plaything.  I  am  afraid  that  what  have 
been  referred  to  as  ooemonial  parades 
are  rather  apt  to  lead  people  to  tiie  im- 
pression that  our  forces  are  a  plaything. 
Lord  Roberts  is  not  greatly  impressed  witfi 
these  parades.  I  will  read  a  line  or  two 
from  what  he  says  about  them.  Only  a 
day  or  two  before  he  spoke,  there  was  a 
march  of  the  Territorial  Anny  through  the 
streets  of  London,  which  led  to  ttus  re- 
mark from  him — 

I  cannot  understand  bow  you  cao  all  sit  quiet 
and  think  we  are  making  an  army  when  we 
are  doing  nothiDg  of  the  sort.  We  have  men 
marching  before  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London. 
But  that  will  not  make  an  army. 

I  am  afraid  that  the  spectacular  element 
rather  overshadows  the  real  earnest  in- 
terest which  ought  to  be  taken  in  the  force 
as  a  body  of  fighting  men.  Lord  Roberts 
goes  on  to  say — 

While  we  are  all  sitting  here  and  taking  it 
all  easily  and  comfortably  the  danger  is  com- 
ing near  to  us  every  day;  and  unless  you 
determine  to  make  some  inquiry,  and  not  let 
the  people  believe  they  are  living  in  safety, 
and  that  we  have  an  army  fit  to  deal  with  any 
enemy  which  may  come  here,  we  shall  some 
day  come  to  such  utter  grief  that  you  will  re- 
gret your  inaction  now.  It  is  to  me  a  perfect 
marvel  how  anybody  can  see  what  is  ~  going 
on  all  around  us  througbout  Europe  and  be 
content  with  the  condition  of  the  army. 

Sometimes  there  are  conditions  under  which 
our  minds  are  too  much  diverted  from  the 
importance  of  the  efficiency  of  our  land 
forces  to  the  consideration  of  naval  affairs. 
Lord  Roberts  goes  on  to  say — 

You  cannot  get  even  the  limited  number  of 
men  you  have  asked  for.  But  men  alone  will 
not  do.  Men  in  numbers  are  weakness.  You 
must  have  trained  men.  No  country  in  the 
world  will  attempt  to  defend  itself  with  the 
paucity  of  men  and  the  untrained  men  which 
we  have  got.  I  cannot  understand  how  you 
can  all  sit  ouiet  and  think  that  we  are  making 
an  army  wnen  we  are  doing  nothing  of  the 
sort. 

Then  he  refers  to  a  point  upon  which  I 
should  also  like  to  have  sane  assurance. 
He  said  of  the  British  Army — 

We  are  thousands  upon  thousands  officers 
short.  I  pointed  thalf  out  in  1905,  but  nothing 
has  been  done  to  improve  matters. 

Senator  Colonel  Neild. — For  years  we 
have  been  hundreds  of  ofiSoers  short  in 
the  Commonwealth. 

Senator  Su-  JOSIAH  SYMON.— That 
is  what  makes  many  people  very  uneasy. 
We  are  satisfied  with  the  plaything,  and 


are  not  really  in  earnest  as  to  what  the 
nature  of  our  necessities  demands. 

Senator  Colonel  Neild. — A  soldier  can 
be  made  fairly  efficient  in  three  months, 
but  no  one  who  knows  thinks  that  an 
officer  is  fit  to  command  until  be  has  had 
several  years'  training. 

Senator  Guthrie. — ^And  social  position. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— Lord 
Roberts  goes  on  to  say — 

When  I  saw  the  placards  on  the  walls  sav- 
ing, "  Men  wanted  for  the  Territorial  Army?' 
I  thought  of  the  passage  from  Bacon,  '*  Nay. 
number  itself  in  armies  importeth  not  much 
where  the  people  is  of  great  courage ;  for.  as 
Virgil  saith,  '  It  never  troubled  the  wolf  how 
many  the  sheep  be.'"  That  is  exactly  what 
will  be  the  case  with  an  untrained  army.  You 
may  double  the  strength  of  the  Territorial  Army, 
but  so  long  as  it  is  untrained,  and  so  lonfi  as 
it  has  not  got  officers  who  know  their  dutv,  it 
is  no  use.  You  must  have  regular  officers'  and 
regular  non-commissioned  officers. 

I  do  not  wish  to  refer  to  a  remark  which 
Senator  Guthrie  has  made,  but  I  point 
out  that  there  is  no  suggestion  of  class  dis 
tinction  in  Lord  Roberts'  remarks  with 
regard  to  the  training  of  trfBcers  and  non- 
commissi(xied  (rfficers.  I  wish  to  give 
point  to  what  I  have  quoted  in  this  way. 
According  to  all  present  human  proba- 
bility, the  territorial  integrity  of  Australia 
will  be  decided  in  the  North  Sea.  Our 
title  to_  the  enjc^ent  of  the  undisputed 
possession  of  this  whole  island  continent 
will,  according  to  present  human  proba- 
bility, be  put  to  the  test  there. 

Senator  Pearce. — Does  not  the  honor- 
able senator  think  that  there  is  a  Httle 
danger  from  the  Pacific? 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— T  am 
not  ignoring  that  at  all.  I  was  speaking 
of  present  human  probability.  I  quite 
appreciate  what  my  honorable'  friend  says. 
If  our  title  to  maintain  the  integrity  of 
Australia  is  upheld  in  the  North  Sea 
it  will  be  a  good  thing  for  us.  But  we 
may  have  to  fight,  perhaps  not  for  our 
lives,  but  for  the  northern  half  of  this 
island  continent. 

Senator  Col(»iel  Neild. — ^And  for  the 
southern  half. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— Cer- 
tainly for  the  northern  half;  because  no- 
thing is  more  easily  forgotten  in  this 
counjtry,  nothing  is  less  often  realized, 
than  the  fact  that  Australia  is  not  an 
island  like  Tasmania,  or  like  the  British 
Isles,  or  even  like  New  Zealand,  but  that 
it  is  a  continent  very^nearly  as  large  as 
Europe,  whemgitheii^  W)(d^l^,ooo,ooo 
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people  belonging  to  <xie  nation,  but  four- 
teen or  fifteen  different  powerful  nations 
with  a  population  of  400,000,000  or 
500,000,000. 

Senator  Stewart. — Let  us  get  more 
people,  and  burst  up  land  monopoly. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— I  wish 
to  deal  with  things  as  they  are.  Subject 
to  the  position  to  which  I  have  called  at* 
tenticm,  the  only  danger  that  is  to  be 
feared  in  Australia  is  an  expeditionary 
force.  Now,  bow  many  soldim  would 
require  to  be  landed  by  an  enemy  in  order 
to  subdue  Australia?  In  my  humble 
Judgment,  such  a  thing  is  really  out  of 
the  question  as  far  as  regards  the  settled 
portions  of  Australia.  We  know  that  in 
the  Transvaal,  with  a  populatiai  of,  I 
suppose,  about  300,000  people,  an  army 
of  about  250,000  soldiers  was  required. 

Senator  Colonel  Neild. — The  honorable 
senatcM"  overlooks  the  fact  that  the  Trans- 
vaal war  was  carried  on  hundreds  of  miles 
frcxn  the  sea  coast;  whereas  here  any 
assault  upon  the  populated  parts  of  Aus- 
tralia would  be  upon  the  coast.  Such  an 
assault  would  be  a  very  much  Ampler 
matter. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— I  quite 
appreciate  what  my  honorable  friend  says. 
But  how  many  men  would  an  enemy  re- 
quire in  order  to  effect  an  occupation  in 
the  settled  parts  of  Australia? 

Senator  Gray. — Under  presoit  condi- 
tions I  should  say  about  50,000. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— I  be- 
lieve that  if  50,000  men,  even  Japanese, 
were  landed  in  Australia,  they  would 
simply  be  swallowed  up.  Not  a  man  of 
them  would  escape. 

Senator  Colonel  Neild. — The  Imperial 
Defence  Committee  in  London  mentioned 
50,000  men  as  being  required  for  the 
land  defence  of  Australia. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— I  quite 
agree  that  if  a  nucleus  force  of 
50,000  disciplined,  trained,  and  well- 
equipped  men,  with  all  the  proper 
muniti<»i5  of  war,  were  in  readinessi 
and  were  well  led,  we  in  Australia 
could  keep  out  200,000  men.  But  how 
many  ships  should  we  require?  We  have 
to  protect  ourselves  against  raiding  cruisers. 
We  want,  as  I  am  happy  to  think  I  have 
always  joined  in  advocating,  a  small 
squadron  of  ships  of  our  own,  which  will 
he  effective  as  an  auxiliary  for  coastal  de- 
fence, and,  if  we  can  manage  it,  for  the 
purpose  also  of  assisting  in  protecting  our 
trade  routes.  Our  trade  is  our  life  Uood. 


That  is  all,  in  mv  opinion,  that  we 
really  do  require.  Now  what  could  a 
raiding  cruiser  do  if  we  had  such  a  land 
force  as  I  have  mentioned?  Suppose  she 
came  to  New  South  Wales.  What  could 
she  do  to  Sydney? 

Senator  Pearce. — Slie  could  hang  up  all 
the  coastal  trade  at  present. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— That 
is  so,  but  what  could  she  do  in  any  other 
way?  Absolutely  nothing.  She  mij^t 
attempt  to  throw  a  ^11  or  two  into  Syd- 
nev,  but  she  would  have  to  do  it  from 
miles  outside  the  harbor,  and  could  not 
see  what  she  was  doing.  Probably  a  little 
damage  might  be  done. 

Senator  Chataway. — And  che  would  al- 
ways run  the  risk  of  being  cut  off  from 
her  basa 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— I  am 
not  an  expert  as  some  of  my  honorable 
frimds  are,  but  it  is  really  amusing  whan 
scares  are  raised  to  notice  the  loose  talk  that 
is  indulged  in.  Of  course,  an  expedi- 
tionary force  of  ccnnparatiTely  small  mag- 
nitude might  effect  a  landing  in  the  i»rth, 
but  its  presence  could  only  be  maintained 
so  lon^  as  it  was  supported  by  naval  force 
exercising  some  control  over  its  base  of 
supply.  Therefore,  looking  at  the  mat- 
ter in  the  best  way  that  I,  as  an  humble 
citizen  of  this  country  can  look  at  it,  I 
say  that  immense  stress  ought  to  be  laid 
upon  the  value  of  our  land  forces,  and 
that  we  ought  not  to  be  unduly  diverted 
from  that  coniuderation  by  the  creaticm  of 
naval  snares.  We  want  ships  to  assist 
our  land  forces,  and  to  maintain  untar- 
nished and  undiminished  the  supremacy  of 
the  sea.  But  the  main  thing  for  us  is  an 
effective  land  force. 

Senator  Stewart. — ^And  a  land  tax. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON— Prob- 
ably a  land  tax  would  be  sufiSdent  to 
keep  an  enemy  out  altogether.  Nothing 
is  so  calculated  to  frighten  people  from 
settlement  as  a  big  land  tax.  It  is  not 
a  policy  that  I  am  asking  fw  Jim  now, 
because,  as  my  hcxiorable  friends  know 
quite  well,  we  cannot  expect  any- 
thing  of  that  kind  vet.  When  danger 
does  come,  T  am  sure  that  every  honorable 
senator,  without  party  considerations  of 
any  sort,  will  be  glad  to  assist  in  formu- 
lating a  policy  for  the  establishment  of  an 
effective  sjstem  of  defence  for  this  country. 
But  what  I  do  ask  for.  especially  in  view 
of  the  remarks  as  to  bayonets,  made  by 
Senator  Neild,  who  like  hor^U^Tt»  is 
perhaps  a  little  peSiMftleT^j^lUgteur- 
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ance  as  to  the  numbers  and  efficiency  of 

our  land  forces,  and  whether  the  Govern- 
ment are  satisfied  that  in  the  event  of  any 
immediate  emergency  we  might  rest  con- 
tent. The  best  assurance  would  be  the 
disseminati(»i  amtxigst  the  public  of  that 
confidence  which  Ministers  themselves  en- 
tertain,  I  hope,  with  regard  to  the  effidency 
of  our  forces.  I  am  sure  that  they  are 
perfectly  alive  to  the  situation,  but  we 
should  like  to  know  that  they  are  satisfied 
that  ve  have  a  sufficiency  of  trained  <^cers 
commissicH>ed  and  ncm-commtssioned,  and  a 
sufficient  force  of  trained  men  well  equipped 
and  provided  with  up-to-date  muniticHis  of 
war,  so  that  should  any  emergency  arise 
and  a  descent  be  attempted,  it  might  be 
dealt  with  in  the  most  effective  manner  pos- 
sible. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD  (New  South 
Wales)  [2.32]. — If  time  permitted,  I 
should  be  v^y  much  tempted  to  accept 
the  courteous  invitation  of  Senator  Symon 
to  say  something  on  the  interesting  pro- 
portion he  has  sutunitted.  Time  does  not 
permit,  and  I  cannot  attempt  anything  of 
the  kind  now,  but  I  cannot  help  remember- 
ing that  <Hily  a  few  years  since,  because  I 
had  communicated  with  the  press  on  the 
subject  of  the  shortage  of  rifles  in  Aus- 
tralia, heated  inquiries  were  made  and  some 
silly  ass  in  another  place  wanted  to  know 
if  I  could  not  be  stood  up  against  a  wall 
and  shot  before  breakfast. 

SenatCH-  Peasce. — rise  to  a  point  of 
order.  Is  the  honn-able  senator  in  order 
in  referring  to  a  member  of  anotha:  place 
as  a  "silly  ass"? 

The  CHAIRMAN.— No,  the  honorable 
senator  was  not  in  order,  and  he  should 
withdraw  the  expression. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— I  shall  with- 
draw the  expres^on  if  it  hurts  any  <»ie. 
There  were  three  or  four  p<»nts  mentioned 
in  Senator  Symon's  address  which  I  shall 
briefly  refer  to.  The  honorable  senator 
spoke  in  a  most  contemptuous  manner  of 
an  extra  sixpence  on  a  day's  pay  of  6s. 
It  would  be  interesting  to  know  if  the  hon- 
orable and  learned  senator  has  tEe  same 
contemptuous  opinicHu  of  the  extra  shilling 
which  follows  the  pound  <mi  a  brief, 
although  IS.  as  oompared  with  1 
is  proportionately  of  less  value  than  66. 
IS  as  compared  with  6s.  In  connexion 
with  another  case  to  which  I  referred 
the  honwable  senator  asked  of  what  use  it 
was  to  bring  the  matter  up  here,  seeing 
that  the  case  was  at  an  end.  Following 
the  lines  of  that  argument,  if  a  man  is  bung 


illegally  and  unlawfully,  one  must  not  say 
anything  about  it  because  the  fellow  is 
dead,  and  to  refer  to  it  would  be  a  waste 
of  time.  With  reference  to  MacDonnell's 
case.  Senator  Sym(»i  dilated  vehemently 
about  the  impropriety  of  two  compensa- 
ticms.  I  should  like  to  ask  whether  th? 
honorable  senator  has  not  professional 
knowledge  that  acticns  are  sometimes  suc- 
cessfully maintained  against  Railway  Com- 
missioners, notwithstanding  the  fact  that 
those  related  to  a  person  injured  or  killed 
may  have  drawn  money  under  an  insurance 
policy.  The  fact  that  a  man's  life  is  in- 
sured does  not  relieve  Railway  Commis- 
sioners or  other  general  carriers  of  liability 
for  compensation.  In  this  case,  the  Com- 
monwealth law  provides  for  cwnpensation 
entirely  irrespective  of  the  receipt  of  com- 
pensation from  any  extra  source  whatever. 
I  think  that  on  recwisideration  Senator 
Symon  will  admit  that  he  carried  his  view 
in  this  matter  to  an  extreme  .that  was  hardly 
justifiable.  On  the  general  questi<xi  there 
was  very  much  in  what  Senator  Symon  said 
that  must  appeal  to  any  one,  expert  or  non- 
expert, who  has  any  information  ort  the 
subject  of  Australian  defence.  I  might 
sum  up,  as  I  have  often  done  before,  the 
position  so  correctly  put  by  Senator  Symon, 
by  saying  that  an  armed  mob  does  not  make 
an  army.  You  must  have  trained  leaders 
or  you  will  only  carry  men  to  destruction 
as  unhappily  too  often  has  occurred  in  the 
history  of  naval  and  military  operations. 

Senator  Turley. — Are  we  short  of 
trained  c^BScers  in  Australia  now? 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— From  the 
time  that  Major-General  Hutton  re- 
organized our  forces  up  to  the  present  we 
have  been  short  of  trained  officers  to  the 
number  of  between  400  and  500.  The 
matter  is  one  to  which  for  years  I  attempted 
to  direct  attention  in  the  press,  because  it 
is  the  most  serious  deficiency  we  have. 
There  are  thwisands  of  men  in  the  com- 
munity who  have  had  some  military  train- 
ing, but  who  have  left  the  service,  and 
such  men  if  brought  back  to  the  colours 
might  be  licked  into  fighting  form  in  a  very 
short  time.  But  it  is  impossible  to  train  a 
leader  in  the  time  within  which  men  may 
be  taught  to  obey  commands.  We  know 
that  an  apprentice  out  of  his  indentures 
can  speedily  carry  out  instructions  given 
him,  but  you  cannot  make  him  a  foreman 
or  place  him  in  the  position  of  overseer  for 
many  a  year  or  until  experience  and  senior 
training  fits  him  for  th^fflviilKK^  orders 
as  well  as  for  tfiiSF^V 
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Senator  CLEMONS  (Tasmania)  [2.39]- 
—In  view  of  the  fact  that  it  is  possible 
that  the  present  Govemmrat  may  bing  in 
another  Supply  Bill  before  they  come  to 
the  end  of  their  career,  it  is  very  desirable 
that  we  ^ould  have  a  definite  statement 
from  the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs 
with  regard  to  a  owitingency  which  be  indi- 
cated last  night  'I  shall  ask  the  hcmorable 
senator  a  simple  questi<xi,  whi<d}  I  hope 
he  will  give  me  a  direct  answer.  Is  it  or  is 
it  not  a  fact  that  the  payment  of  the  500 
employes  to  whom  the  Ixmorable  senator 
referred  last  night,  was  provided  for  under 
the  last  Appropriation  Act ;  is  tiieir  pay- 
ment made  fOTtnightly,  and  as  a  necessary 
corollary,  is  any  payment  due  to  them  be- 
foct  the  X4th  of  this  month  of  July?  Last 
night  was  not  the  first  time  that  we  heard 
that  kind  of  ad  caftandum  argument  sub- 
mitted in  the  Senate  when  it  has  been 
sought  to  pass  a  Supply  Bill  in  a  hurry. 
I  am  sorry  that  the  Minister  of  Trade  and 
Customs  should  have  used  it  last  night  to 
induce  hcmorable  senat<H-s  to  hurry  through 
with  the  Sui^Iy  Bill  before  them. 

Senatcx-  Givens. — Was  the  honorable 
BWiator  surprised  that  the  Minister  ^ould 
have  used  that  argument? 

Senator  CLEMONS.— I  am  sorry  that 
he  should  have  used  it,  as  I  should  be  sorry 
to  accord  any  kind  of  support  to  a  Minister 
who  would  use  such  an  argument  here  or 
in  any  Mher  place.  To  clear  up  the  mat- 
ter to  which  I  have  referred,  I  ^ould  like 
the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs  to  tell 
us  what  exactly  is  the  position  with  regard 
to  the  payment  of  the  men  referred  to.  It 
seemed  last  night  that  it  would  be  almost 
a  crime  for  which  every  member  of  the 
Committee  might  be  impeached  if  the  pass- 
ing of  the  Supply  Bill  were  delayed,  but 
the  Bill  is  still  before  the  Committee  and 
the  500  employes  referred  to  have  not  yet 
been  paid  their  wages  which  the  Miniver 
of  Trade  and  Custcxns  said  were  overdue 
yesterday.  We  should  be  told  what  is  the 
exact  position  with  regard  to  payments 
which  the  Government  hav3  to  make  to 
persons  employed  by  the  different  Depart- 
ments, and  the  means  which  the  Govern- 
ment may  have  in  hand  to  anticipate  to  the 
extent  of  a  day  or  two  the  passing  of  the 
Supply  Bill.  Will  the  Minister  be  good 
enough  to  say  directly  when  the  payments 
to  which  he  referred  were  due. 

Senator  Sir  ROBERT  BEST  (Vic- 
toria—Minister of  Trade  and  Customs) 
[2.42]. — The  members  of  the  C<Hnmittee 


were  ^titled  to  the  infOTmation  I  gave 
them.  It  is  merely  twisting  argtmients  to 
suggest  for  a  mcxnent  that  I  introduced 
the  statement  X  made  by  way  of  a  threat 
Nothing  diiectly  or  indirectly  justifies  such 
a  suggestion.  I  stated  facts  whidi  bon<x- 
able  senators  were  entitled  to  be  made 
aware  of.  On  the  30th  June  moneys  appio- 
priated  up  to  that  date  had  to  be  paid,  and 
mone>'S  unpaid  on  that  date,  of  course, 
lapsed.  There  are  hilndreds  of  casual 
employes  in  the  various  Departments.  I 
should  say  that  500  is  an  under-estimate 
of  the  number  of  casual  employ^  in  the 
Postal  Department.  I  learned  from  my 
honorable  colleague  that  these  casual  em- 
I^oy^  are  dependent  for  payment  u^on 
mon^s  whidi,  of  course,  un^r  the  Bill, 
would  be  appropriated  for  the  months  (tf 
July  and  August.  It  was  ur^ed  that 
the  term  covered  by  this  Supply  Bill  should 
be  reduced  from  two  months  to  one  nxxith. 
I  pointed  out  that  that  would  involve  ctm- 
siderable  delay.  It  meant  that  the  Bill 
would  have  to  be  retiuned  to  another  place ; 
that  there  would  possibly  be  a 
dispute  between  the  two  Houses,  that 
even  from  the  most  satisfactwy  point 
of  view,  it  would  mean  a  re  casting  of  the 
measure.  It  was  in  view  of  the  delay  whidi 
would  nec^sarily  follow  in  the  dicum< 
stances  to  which  I  Have  referred,  that  I 
said  that  men  in  the  casual  employ  of  the 
Government  would  be  unable  to  secure  pay- 
ment for  their  services.  That  seems  to 
me  to  be  a  reaswiable  statement  to  make, 
and  one  which  should  appeal  to  honorable 
senators.  Every  day's  delay  after  Ae  30th 
June  is  unprovided  for. 

Senator  Stewart. — The  Government  do 
not  pay  daily. 

Senator  Sir  ROBERT  BEST.— Of 
course  not,  but  the  honorable  senator  knows 
that  I  was  contemplating  a  dispute  whidi 
might  bring  about  a  delay,  the  extent  of 
which  no  one  could  estimate.  So  far  as 
payments  up  to  the  30th  June  were  con- 
cerned, they  were  already  provided  for  by 
the  appropriation  up  to  that  date.  But  as 
regards  payments  subsequent  to  that  date, 
they,  of  course,  could  only  be  provided 
for  by  this  Supply  Bill.  I  am  simply  re- 
minding honorable  senators  of  something 
which  was  obvious  in  the  circumstances. 
I  got  a  general  statement  from 
the  Post  and  Telegraph  Department, 
but,  as  honorable  senators  know,  it 
is  quite  impossible  to  obtain  full  particulars 
regarding  the  several  Departments.  Wfaea 
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I  was  infonned  that  there  were  500  casual 
employ^  in  the  Post  and  Telegraph  De- 
partment who  would  be  dependent  upon 
the  Bill  for  the  payment  fix  their  ser- 
vices, it  was  fair  and  reasonable  to  inform 
hontuable  senators  of  the  fact.  I  regret 
that  the  words  I  used  in  that  sjnrit,  and 
with  that  intention  alone,  should  have 
been  construed  into  a  threat  to  the  Senate. 
A  Minister  with  even  a  limited  experience 
would  be  the  last  man  to  make  a  threat, 
because  there  is  nothing  to  be  gained 
thereby. 

Senate  Givens. — The  honorable  senator 
means  that  he  might  have  threatened  us  if 
there  was  something  to  be  gained. 

Senator  Sir  ROBERT  BEST.— That  is 
another  thing. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE  (Western  Austra- 
lia) [z.46]. — I  cannot  help  thinking  that 
the  Minister  had  some  object  in  view  in  in- 
troducing this  Bill  as  he  did  yesterday 
afternoon.  It  is  quite  apparent  now,  fnxn 
the  attitude  which  the  party  an  this  side 
are  taking  up  in  reference  to  the  Bill,  that 
there  was  a  little  move  on  by  the  Govern- 
ment, and  that  they  expected  the  Opposi- 
tion to  fall  into  the  trap  laid  for  them.  So 
far  as  I  am  able  to  judge,  a  very  seamy 
side  of  party  tactics  has  been  exposed  by 
the  attitude  taken  up  by  Senator  Best  when 
the  Bill  was  introduced  yesterday.  Hot- 
orable  senators  on  this  side  knew  the  posi- 
tion just  as  well  as  the  Government  did. 
We  knew  that  a  number  of  men  were  de- 
pendent upon  the  passage  of  the  $ill  for 
the  payment  of  their  salaries.  But  the 
Bill  was  not  pushed  al<mg  yesterday  as  it 
might  have  been.  From  the  manner  in 
which  it  was  introduced,  we  had  every  rea-* 
sonable  ground  to  expect  that  it  would  be 
pushed  through  last  night. 

Senator  Millen. — Considering  that  we 
adjourned  on  an  understanding  with  the 
honorable  senate's  leader,  that  is  both  un- 
generous and  unfair. 

Senator  McGregor.  —  The  Government 
did  nothing  of  the  kind.  I  asked  the  hon- 
orable senator  for  an  adjournment,  but  it 
was  Senator  Neild  who  got  it. 

^  Senator  Millen. — I  am  speaking  of  last 
night;  not  to-day. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE. — Last  nieht.  it 
was_  Senator  Neild  who  prevented  the  dis- 
cussion from  being  ctwitinued,  and  it  was 
to  him  that  an  adjournment  was  granted, 
in  order  to  deliver  himself  at  such  length 
u  be  has  done  to-day. 


Senator  Sir  Robert  Best.— We  are  not 
disputing  that. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE. — A  Government 
supporter  was  the  cause  of  delaying  the 
passage  of  the  Bill. 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — Oh,  no.  By 
an  arrangraient  with  my  hcmorable  friends 
on  the  other  side,  I  agreed  that  the  Bill 
would  not  be  pushed  through  last  night. 

Senator  McGregor.  —  The  honorable 
senator  did  nothing  of  the  kind.  We  ar- 
ranged not  to  sit  after  half-past  10  o'clock, 
and  when  I  went  to  him,  he  said  that  he 
wanted  the  Bill  to  be  put  through. 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — If  we  could. 

Senator  McGregor.  —  Then  Senator 
Neiid  got  up,  and  the  Minister  agreed  to 
an  adjournment. 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — That  is 
quite  right 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— It  is  quite  ap- 
parent that  the  Government  had  laid  a 
little  trap,  but  the  trick  did  not  come  off. 
The  net  was  spread,  and  everything  was 
ready,  and  if  the  Opposition  had  fallen 
into  the  trap,  the  Government  would  have 
had,  for  several  days,  a  cry  that  the  La- 
bour party  had  prevented  the  payment  of 
the  salaries  of  casual  workers. 

Sttiator  Gray. — ^The  honwable  senator's 
ingenuitv  is  very  mar^'ellous. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE. — It  is  marvellous 
how  honorable  senators  on  the  other  side 
have  fallen  in.  I  have  proof  that  this  posi- 
tion was  known  to  the  Government,  and 
that  they  expected  something  of  the  kind 
to  happen.  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  telegram 
from  Senator  Lynch,  in  VVestem  Australia, 
announcing  that  twenty  temporary  employes 
of  the  Post  and  Telegraph  Department 
have  been  knocked  off  because  there  is  no 
money  to  pay  them.  Yet  the  Government, 
which  should  have  pushed  this  Supply  Bill 
through  last  night,  agreed  to  an  adjourn- 
ment of  the  Senate  in  order  to  give  Sena- 
tor Neild,  of  all  men  here,  an  opportunity 
to  spread  himself  out  all  to-day. 

Senator  Millen. — In  order  to  keep 
faith. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— What  has  been 
the  result  of  the  discussion  to-day?  Prac- 
tically the  whole  of  the  dav  has  been  taken 
up  bv  Government  supporters  wh«i  the  Bill 
could  have  been  put  throueh. 

Senator  Millen. — Not  the  whole  of  the 
day,  because  only  one  Government  sup- 
porter has  spoken. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.  —  L  protest 
against  this  8Cvt)i|i£eth|i^ld£)gl6empted 
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for  party  advantages.  I  hold  that  the  ac- 
tion of  the  Government,  both  last  night 
and  to-day,  is  clear  evidence  that  they  were 
trying  to  get  a  stigma  cast  upon  the  Labour 
party  by  reason  of  the  delay  in  passing 
this  Bill.  The  proof  is  that  they  knew, 
or  ought  to  have  known,  that  the  men  in 
Perth  were  awaiting  payment. 

Senator  Vardon. — What  would  have 
happened  if  the  Opponticm's  amendment 
had  been  carried? 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— That  would  not 
have  stopped  the  mm  from  getting  thar 
pay- 
Senator  Tbenwith. — The  Bill  would 
have  had  to  go  back  to  another  place,  and 
that  would  have  meant  a  delay  of  csie,  two, 
or  more  days. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— Evidently  the 
Bill  has  been  "  sttme-walled  "  here.  Was 
ever  a  day  wasted  here  in  the  way  in  which 
to-day  has  been  wasted  ?  On  behalf  of  the 
men  who  have  been  cast  out  of  work,  I 
protest  against  the  tactics  adopted  by  the 
Government  aa  this  oocasicm. 

Senator  CLEMONS  (Tasmania)  [2.50]. 
— I  have  asked  the  Minister  of  Trade  and 
Customs  a  simple  question,  and  have  been 
supplied  with  scwnething  in  the  nature  of 
an  answer  by  Senator  de  Largie.  I  do  not 
propose  in  the  present  state  of  things  to 
ask  the  responsible  Minister  here  a  question 
which  I  think  is  important,  and  Ihoi  to  be 
satisfied  with  an  answer  frcHn  a  member 
of  the  Opposition,  nor  do  I  think  that 
that  is  a  desirable  state  of  things.  If  in 
a  matter  of  some  impcntance  I  ask  Sena- 
tor Best  a  simple  question  which  demands, 
as  a  matter  of  courtesy,  a  direct  answer, 
and  I  find  him  again  resorting  to  am- 
biguities of  language,  to  a  mere  repetition 
of  arguments  which  barelv  touch  the  ques- 
tion, then  my  dissatisfaction  will  increase 
If  it  is  a  fact,  as  I  begin  to  gather  fromi 
what  Senator  de  Largie  said,  rather  than 
from  anything  which  Senator  Best  said, 
that  any  delay  in  the  passing  of  this  Bill 
would  operate  injuriously  as  regards  cer- 
tain temporary  employes  in  the  Post  and 
Telegraph  Department,  it  was  quite  com- 
petent for  the  Minister,  a  mwnent  ago, 
when  I  asked  him  the  question,  even  if 
it  was  not  desirable  to  do  so  yesterdav,  to 
give  a  direct  and  straight  answer.  It  is 
the  opinion  of  every  honorable  senator,  I 
think,  that  a  moment  ago  he  entirely 
evaded  my  questi(xi.  I  am  not  going  to  be 
put  aside  by  a  mere  collocation  of  words 
wbkh  have  no  direct  meaning,  and  which 


have  one  object,  and  that  is  to  hide  some- 
thing and  evade  giving  an  answer.  Hie 
Minister  cannot  expect  that  any  CMie  will 
be  satisfied  with  such  treatment.  With  re- 
gard to  the  question  of  future  Supply  Bills, 
I  want  the  matter  to  be  cleared  up.  I 
ask  the  Minister  whether,  in  the  case  of 
temporary  employes  running  a  risk  with  re- 
gard to  the  payment  of  their  wages,  he  will 
so  bring  in  a  Supply  Bill  as  to  avoid  that 
risk,  and  to  obviate  the  possibility  of  such  an 
argument  bang  again  used  fcx  party  pur- 
poses. I  ask  him  to  elucidate  that  poiiit 
still  further.  I  desire  to  know  if  thCTe  is 
no  money  available,  either  by  way  of  the 
Treasurer's  Advance  or  in  any  other  way, 
to  meet  the  necessity  of  paying  temporary 
hands. 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best.— According  to 
the  CcHistitution,  no  money  is,  or  can  be, 
available  after  the  '30th  June  until  Supply 
has  been  granted. 

Senator  CLEMONS.  —  I  understand 
that,  in  regard  to  all  future  Supply  Bills, 
we  are  to  be  confronted  with  the  necessities 
of  temporary  hands,  and  to  realise  when 
such  a  Bill  is  brought  in  that  we  have  no 
alternative  but  to  pass  it  forthwith,  without 
even  dotting  an  *'  i  "  or  crossing  a  '*  t." 

Senator  Millen. — There  is  only  one  30th 
June  in  the  year,  and  the  honorable  sena- 
tor is  applying  his  remarks  to  all  Supply 
Bills. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— I  withdraw  the 
mnark  so  far  as  it  applies  to  all  Supply 
Bills,  and  oxifine  it  to  the  presoit  ^tua- 
tion. 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — According 
to  section  83  of  the  Constituti<xi — 

No  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  Treamiy 
'of  the  Commonwealth  except  under  appropria- 
tion made  by  law. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— I  thank  the  Min- 
ister for  reminding  me  of  a  provision  in  the 
Constitution,  but  I  will  still,  for  a  few 
moments,  focus  the  attentiwi  of  the  Com- 
mittee, not  on  all  Supply  Bills,  but  on  the 
present  one.  If,  when  the  Bill  was  in- 
troduced here.  Senator  Best  or  Senator 
Millen  knew  that  the  circumstances  were 
such  that  the  Senate  had  no  alternative,  ex- 
cept on  the  one  hand  to  indorse  it  in  toto, 
or,  on  the  other  hand,  to  accept  the  full 
responsibilitv  of  delaying  payment  to 
casual  hands  in  the  Post  and  Telegraph 
Department,  such  a  position  reflects  no 
credit  on  this  Government,  but  a  considerable 
amount  of  discredit.  They  treated  both 
the  Senate  and  the  temp«ary  emiiloy£s  in 
a  way  which  no  Gg>«aEtmm]tQ^^<^  do. 
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Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — I  think  that 
my  honorable  friend  admitted  that  the  Go- 
vernment had  used  the  greatest  expedition 
in  bringing  in  the  Bill. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— I  will  not  admit 
that. 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — But  the 
honorable  senator  did,  yesterday. 

Senator  CLEMONS.  —  The  circum- 
stances were  such  that  the  Government  did 
not  use  the  necessary  expedition,  and,  what 
is  more,  they  were  not  warranted  in  asking 
for  an  adjournment  of  three  weeks. 

Senator  de  Largie. — ^Why  did  they  not 
protest  against  the  adjournment  last  night? 

Senator  CLEMONS.— I  admit  that  last 
night  an  incident  happened,  which,  so  far 
as  I  understand,  the  Government  could  not 
ccxitroL  I  believe  that  in  adjourning  when 
they  did  last  night  they  were  carrying  out, 
rightly  ot  wrongly,  an  agreement  which 
was  made  with  the  Opposition. 

Senator  dc  Largie. — The  Government 
suppc»ters  are  responsible  for  delaying  the 
passing  of  the  Bill. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— I  am  not  con- 
cerned so  much  with  what  happened  last 
night  as  with  the  conditions  in  which  the 
Bill  was  introduced  here.  It  was  intro- 
duced in  circumstances  which  I  hope  will 
never  be  repeated.  It  is  intolerable  and 
monstrous  that  the  Senate  should  be  put 
in  a  position  in  which  it  has  to  face  the 
responsibility  of  having  men  thrown  out 
of  employment  if  it  tikes  a  certain  course. 
The  Government  ought  to  arrange,  and  T 
believe  they  could  have  arranged,  matters 
so  as  to  avoid  the  possibility  of  sudi  a 
petition  arising. 

Senator  FRASER  (Victoria)  [2.58].— If 
the  trouble  has  been  as  represented,  there 
is  nothing  to  prevent  the  Committee  from 
I^ssing  the  Bill,  and  putting  everything  all 
right.  We  all  know  the  circumstances  now, 
and  if  we  mean  to  do  what  is  right,  let  us 
go  nhead,  and  pass  the  Bill. 

Senator  PEARCE  {Western  Australia) 
[2-59]-— There  is  one  aspect  of  the  tele- 
gram read  by  Senator  de  Largie  which,  I 
think,  calls  for  a  further  reference.  Ac- 
cording to  the  statement  of  Senator  Best, 
no  money  can  pos.sibly  be  due  for  payment 
under  the  Bill  other  than  the  amounts  he 
referred  to—a  very  large  amount  to  West- 
em  Australia,  and  one  or  two  oJher 
amounts  of  a  like  character.  There  are  no 
amounts  due  to  casual  employes,  at  any 
rate,  for  several  days.   They  are  only  paid 


weekly — I  am  not  sure  that  they  are  not 
paid  fortnightly. 

Senatcv  Millen. — The  h(XK>rable  sena- 
tor can  see  at  once  that  any  one  of  the  men 
may  be  liable  to  have  his  services  dis- 
pensed with  at  any  moment,  and  that, 
unless  the  Bill  is  passed,  there  will  be  no 
monev  available  to  pay  him. 

Senator  PEARCE.— On  the  undei- 
ground  tunnelling  work  in  Perth,  thirty 
men,  or  practically  the  whole  of  a  shift, 
have  been  paid  off.  Should  the  necessity 
have  arisen  to  dispense  with  the  services  of 
these  men,  it  could  not  have  arisen  during 
the  current  month,  until  the  first  payment 
to  them  was  due. 

Senator  Millen. — We  might  dispense 
with  their  services  at  any  moment,  and  we 
should  then  have  no  money  with  wluch 
to  pav  them. 

Senator  PEARCE.  —  Senator  Millen 
must  know  that  all  the  men  engaged  in 
undergrounding  the  telephone  lines  in  Perth 
are  casual  labourers.  They  are  Mther  em- 
ployed by  a  contractor — in  which  case  the 
contractor  is  responsible  for  their  wages — 
or  by  the  Gorernment,  If  they  were  em- 
ployed by  the  latter,  th«r  wages  would  not 
fall  due  till  they  had  ccHnpIeted  their  first 
week's  work  in  the  new  financial  year. 

Senator  de  Largie. — ^The  work  is  being 
undertaken  by  the  Government. 

Senator  PEARCE.— Then  no  payment 
is  due  to  them  until  they  have  completed  a 
week's  work.  No  permanent  hands  are 
er.gaged  in  the  undergrounding  of  the  tele- 
phone wires  in  Perth.  The  undertaking  is 
being  carried  out  by  casual  labourers,  who 
are  emplo>'ed  either  by  day  labour  or  by 
a  contractor.  If  they  are  empl<^ed  bv  a 
contractor,  no  payment  has  bea)me  due 
durinET  the  present  financial  year,  and  the 
Treasurer  had  ample  funds  in  his  Trea- 
surer's Advance  to  have  permitted  of  their 
payment  up  till  the  30th  June  last.  He 
could  have  paid  them  up  till  that  date,  had 
he  so  desirtti.  If  the  reason  given  for  the 
discharge  of  these  men  is  that  no  funds 
were  available  with  which  to  pay  them,  I 
say  that  the  Treasurer  could  have  paid 
them  up  till  last  Wednesday  had  he  chosen 
to  do  so,  and  that  no  further  payment 
would  have  been  due  until  next  Wednesday. 

Senator  Millen, — Unless  their  services 
were  dispensed  with  in  the  meantime. 

Senator  PEARCE. — The  plea  which  has 
been  advanced  for  the  discharge  of  these 
men  is  that  no  funds  were  available.  If 
that  statement  be  correct,  the  entireirespon- 
sibitity  rests  withnti!iee^IM9tld0^<^ling 
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to  see  that  his  liabilites  were  met  up  till 
the  end  of  June.  He  could  have  paid  tiiese 
men  out  of  his  Treasurer's  Advance — ^which 
I  know,  from  personal  knowledge,  was 
axnple — up  till  last  Wednesday.  These  cir- 
cumstances lend  colour  to  the  suggestion  of 
Senator  de  Largie  that  the  employ^  en- 
gaged in  the  work  of  undergrounding  the 
telephone  wires  in  Herth  w^e  disdiarged 
in  .order  to  suit  the  purposes  of  the  Go- 
vernment. 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — Does  the 
honorable  senator  seriously  make  that 
charge? 

Senator  PEARCE.— I  say  that,  on  the 
face  of  it,  it  certainly  looks  like  that.  If 
the  men  had  been "  dispensed  with  because 
the  work  had  been  completed,  or  because 
there  had  been  an  inrush  of  water  into  the 
tunnels,  there  would  have  been  no  ground 
for  suspicion.  But  the  reason  given  to 
them  for  dispensing,  with  their  services — it 
has  been  stated  publicly  in  Perth — was  that 
no  money  was  available  with  which  to  pay 
them.  That  plea,  takoi  in  conjunctitm 
with  the  statement  of  the  Government  that 
they  require  Supply  to  be  granted  to  en- 
able th^  to  make  money  available  f<x'  the 
payment  of  these  casual  Ikbourers,  does 
o^ainly  give  rise  to  suspicion.  Under 
such  circumstances,  what  impression  could 
be  conveyed  to  the  casual  labourers  in 
Perth  other  than  that  the  cause  of  their 
discharge  was  to  be  found  in  the  action  of 
tbe  Senate  in  not  pasang  the  Supply  Bill 
yesterday  ? 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — So  far  as  the 
Govenmieiit  is  concerned,  there  is  not  a 
scintilla  of  foundation  for  the  honcvable 
senator's  improper  suggestion. 

Senator  PEARCE. — My  suggestiMi  is 
based  on  the  statements  made  by  Govern- 
ment officials  in  Western  Australia. 

Senator  MaucN. — ^It  is  not. 

Senator  PEARCE.— The  reason  ad- 
vanced by  the  employers  of  these  men  for 
dispensing  with  their  services  is  that  no 
funds  were  available.  I  repeat  that,  taken 
in  conjunction  with  the  statement  made  by 
the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs,  the 
suspicion  which  is  entertained  of  the  action 
of  the  Government  is  not  without  warrant. 
He  practically  stated  that  the  Opposition 
intended  to  block  this  Bill,  and  threatened 
that,  if  it  did  so,  our  action  would  result  in 
these  casual  labourers  not  being  paid.  At 
any  rate,  the  Government  ought  to  see  that 
the  men  who  have  been  discharged  are 


placed  in  possession  of  the  real  reason  for 
their  discharge ;  c^herwise  th^  should  be 
rranstated. 

Senator  Pulsford. — Does  not  all  this 
show  the  mistake  which  was  made  by  Mr. 
Fisher  on  Friday  last,  in  refusing  to  allow 
Supply  to  be  taken  then  ? 

Senator  PEARCE. — That  statement  is 
not  correct.  Before  the  «piry  of  last 
month  Mr,  Fisher,  as  the  late  Treasurer 
knew,  stated  that  there  were  sufficioit  funds 
in  the  Treasurer's  Advance  to  enable  him 
to  meet  all  lus  obligations.  Oxisequently, 
the  Leader  of  the  Oppodtion  in  another 
place  said  that  there  was  no  necessity  to 
introduce  the  Supply  Bill  on  that  day. 
Since  the  30th  June,  Mr.  Fisher  and  his 
supporters  in  another  place  have  not  at- 
t«npted  to  block  the  pasang  of  the  Supptv 
BiU. 

Senator  Millen. — If  Mr.  Fisher  ob- 
jected to  the  introduction  of  the  Bill  before 
the  30th  June,  how  could  the  Senate  ex- 
pect to  receive  it  befwe  that  date? 

Senator  PEARCE.  —  There  ws«  no 
reason  why  the  S«iate  should  have  received 
it  before  that  date. 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — If  we  had 
received  the  Bill  on  Wednesday  last,  and 
put  it  through  upon  that  day,  the  difficulty 
which  the  honorable  senates  suggests  would 
no*  have  arisen. 

Senator  PEARCE.— The  difficulty  need 
not  have  arisen  now,  and  nobody  knows  that 
better  than  does  the  Minister  of  Trade  and 
Custcnns. 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — Does  not  the 
honorable  senator  recognise  that  wages  cur- 
rently earned,  and  not  due  till  Friday  or 
Saturday,  could  not  have  been  paid,  even 
up  till  the  30th  June,  because  the  Tiea- 
surer's  Advance  had  lapsed? 

Senator  PEARCE.— I  repeat  that  the 
casual  labourers  to  whom  reference  has 
been  made,  have  not  yet  worked  a  week  in 
the  new  finandal  year,  and,  therefore,  no 
liability  exists. 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — If  their 
wages  had  fallen  due  on  the  ist  July,  they 
could  not  have  been  paid. 

Senator  PEARCE. — The  Treasurer  could 
have  paid  every  one  of  these  men  up  to 
.icth  June  out  of  his  Treasurer's  Advance. 
Tbere  is  a  certain  suspicious  flavour  about 
this  circumstance  which  is  not  at  all  credit- 
able to  the  ^Government. 

Senator  HENDERSON  (Western  Aus- 
tralia [3.10]. — In  view  of  the  mistime  which 
the  Government  DpTj||b|:490iS^tet 
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have  made,  I  wish  to  know  whether  they 
ate  prepared  to  pay  the  amount  of  wages 
lost  by  these  men  through  being  suddenly 
displaced  from  their  employment? 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — We  know 
nothing  about  the  matter. 

Senator  HENDERSON.— Then  will  the 
Government  tidte  the  trouble  to  inquire  into 
h,  and  if  it  be  found  that  these  casual 
labourers,  have  been  suddenly  turned 
adrift  as  the  result  of  the  Treasurer's 
failure  to  provide  the  necessary  maiey  with 
which  to  pay  them,  will  the  Ministry  recom- 
pense them  for  the  time  which  they  have 
lost? 

Senator  Clehons. — What  has  happened 
to  all  the  other  temporary  enploy^  in  the 
Commonwealth  ? 

Senator  HENDERSON.— The  proba- 
bility is  that  quite  a  large  number  have 
been  similarly  treated;  and,  if  so,  they 
should  be  recompensed  for  the  time  which 
they  have  lost.  The  Government,  having 
ccMTimenced  the  work  of  constructing  under- 
ground tunnels  for  the  reception  of  the  tele- 
phone wires  in  Perth,  must  c«tainly  con- 
template carrying  that  work  to  its  (X)mple- 
tion.  Undoubtedly  the  sudden  discharge  of 
the  men  engaged  upon  that  work  must 
create  susincum  in  the  mind  of  any  reason- 
able man.  I  trust  that  the  Government  will 
make  an  inquiry  into  the  matter,  and  that 
if  it  be  found  that  the  action  of  the 
Treasurer  has  prevented  these  men  from 
earning  a  livelihood,  steps  will  be  taken 
to  recompense  them  for  the  time  which  they 
have  lost. 

Senator  MILLEN  (New  South  Wales- 
Vice-President  of  the  Executive  Council) 
[3.14]. — The  character  and  purpose  of  the 
criticism  which  has  been  directed  against 
the  Govenunent  could  not  be  better  illus- 
trated than  they  were  by  the  remarks  of  the 
last  speaker. 

Sena^  Needham. — ^They  were  justified. 

Senator  MILLEN. — Hoiorable  senators 
opposite  apparently  imagine  that  they  are 
justified  in  making  the  vilest  insinuations 
^igainst  the  Government  in  reference  to  this 
matter.  Yet  the  moment  we  protest  against 
their  action  we  are  told  that  we  are  not 
justified  in  doing  so.  Senator  Henders(Mi 
h^s  chosen  to  give  emphasis  and  colour  to 
the  insinuation  of  Senator  Pearce  that  the 
Government  have  thrown  a  number  of  men 
cut  of  employmoit  merely  to  serve  a  party 
purpose.  Having  criticised  the  Govem- 
iTient  for  having  done  what  he  alleges — and 
they  would  have  been  deserving  of  criticism 
if  they  had  done  it — he  calmly  asks  "  Will 


the.  Government  make  inquiries  into  the 
matter?"  What  need  would  there  be  for 
inquiry  if  we  had  dcwie  what  he  suggests? 
The  Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs  has 
already  told  the  Senate  that  the  Govern- 
ment knew  nothing  about  the  discbarge  of 
the  casual  labourers  to  whom  reference  has 
been  made,  ncH*  does  anybody  in  the  Postal 
Department. 

Senator  Turley. — Have  the  temporary 
employes  in  Melbourne  been  discharged? 

Senator  MILLEN. — I  want  to  show  the 
absolute  insincerity  of  the  criticism  directed 
against  the  Government.  With  almost  the 
same  breath,  we  are  charged  with  an  offence 
and  thra  asked  whether  we  will  inquire  into 
the  matter  in  question.  We  must  know  all 
about  it  if  we  have  been  guilty  of  the 
offence. 

Senator  Clemons. — May  X  remind  the 
honorable  senator  that  a  man  is  not  brought 
to  court  accused  of  being  not  guilty. 
You  accuse  him  first  and  then  ask  him  to 
defend  himself. 

Soiator  MILLEN. — But  when  you  have 
dcme  that,  you  do  ntrt  say  at  one  and  the 
same  time,  *'  We  hold  you  guilty  and  will 
you  inquire  into  the  charfic?  " 

Senator  db  Largie. — Can  tlte  honorable 
senator  answer  for  the  Treasurer? 

Senator  MILLEN. — No,  hut  I  can  say 
that  the  statement  that  the  Government  has 
done  this  thing  for  party  purposes  is  too  con- 
temptible to  be  entitled  to  a  moment's  con- 
sideration from  any  honest  or  fair-minded 
man.  Let  me  deal  with  a  few  of  the  state- 
ments of  Senator  Pearce.  Senator  Best 
pointed  out  yesterday  that  the  financial 
year  terminated  on  Wednesday.  It 
was,  therefore,  possible  for  men  to  work 
for  a  week  terminating  to-morrow,  and  yet 
for  it  to  be  impossible  to  pay  them  because 
the  vote  on  account  of  the  work  they  were 
dmng  lapsed  with  the  end  of  the  financial 
year.  They  might  work  on  Monday,  Tues- 
day, and  Wednesday,  but  the  wages  for 
them  would  cease  to  be  available  through 
their  not  having  been  paid  on  the  30th 
June.  Honorable  senators  know  that  all 
votes  lapse  and  fall  back  into  the  consoli- 
dated revenue  on  that  date.  Unless  you 
have  an  intermediate  payment  of  wages  on 
the  Wednesday,  which  is  not  a  regular  pay 
day,  it  follows  that  even  that  portiai  of  the 
week's  work  for  which  provision  was  made 
on  the  previous  Estimates  could  not  be  paid 
for.  The  result  is  that  this  Bill  is  neces- 
sary, not  only  for  the  payment  of  wages 
for  the  whole  week,  but  also  for  the  pay- 
ment of  wages  earned  at  the  beginning  of 
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the  week.  Senator  Pearce  absolutely  de- 
nied that  when  Senator  Best  pointed  out 
that  it  was  necessary  to  get  the  Bill  passed 
as  near  to  the  30th  June  as  possible.  Let 
me  also  refer  to  a  statement  made  by  Sen* 
ator  Clemons  last  night.  Speaking  to-day 
he  said  that  he  had  not  admitted  that 
the  Government  had  used  expedition  in 
bringing  forward  the  Bill,  but  last  night 
when  I  put  a  question  to  him,  and  was 
trying  to  show  that  the  Government  had 
dealt  expeditiously  with  the  measure,  he 
said,  *'  I  do  not  accuse  them  of  any  delay 
in  introducing  the  Bill." 

Senator  Ci-emons.  —  I  assert  now, 
whether  I  said  it  last  night  or  not,  that  '.f 
the  Government  knew  that  last  Wednesday 
was  not  early  enough  for  the  introduction 
of  the  Supply  Bill,  they  should  not  have 
taken  a  three  weeks'  adjounun»it. 

Senator  MILLEN.— I  am  inclined  to 
the  view  that  some  people  think  a  three 
minutes'  adjounmient  was  too  long.  I  am 
pleased  to  know,  however,  that  the  good 
sense  of  the  Senate  agreed  that  three  weeks 
was  a  reasonable  time  to  allow  to  a  new 
Government  for  the  preparati(xi  of  its 
policy. 

Senator  Clemons.  —  Undoubtedly,  if 
Supply  had  not  had  to  be  provided. 

Senator  MILLEN.— We  had  a  right  to 
expect  that  Parliament  would  assist  us  in 
getting  Supply  at  the  earliest  possible  mo- 
ment. List  night  we  had  hopes  that  the 
Bill  would  be  put  through  before  the  ad- 
journment, but  we  were  disappointed. 
When  the  Ministerial  statement  was  first  in- 
troduced we  were  met  with  a  reaswiable 
request  for  an  adjournment  for  a  day. 
What  would  have  happened  if  the  Govern- 
ment had  declined  to  entertain  the  applica- 
tion? We  should  have  been  accused  of 
want  of  courtesy  10  the  Opposition.  The 
Government  followed  the  ordinary  political 
usage,  and  granted  the  adjournment  asked 
for.  The  Supply  Bill  was  afterwards  de- 
tained in  the  other  House.  It  was  discussed 
for  three  days.  It  reached  the  Senate  yester- 
day. I  say  that  there  was  no  time  lost. 
The  Government  have  proceeded  as  ex- 
peditiously as  possible  with  the  measure. 
Blame  is  now  sought  to  be  placed  on  us, 
however,  because  of  the  position  in  which 
some  workmen  in  Western  Australia  have 
been  placed.  But  only  yesterday,  and  even 
to-day,  we  laid  the  facts  of  the  case  before 
the  Senate,  telling  honorable  senators  that 
this  danger  did  exist.  Senator  Clemons 
indeed  blamed  the  Govenrnmit  tot  having 


warned  the  Senate  of  this  danger  from 
delay. 

Senator  Clemon.s. — On  ihe  ground  jf 
the  obvious  ambiguity  with  whidi  the  matter 
was  introduced. 

Senator  MILLEN. — I  venture  to  say 
that  if  the  warning  had  been  put  with 
greater  particularization  the  honorable  sen- 
ator would  have  blamed  the  Government 
still  mote.  My  colleague.  Senator  Best,  re- 
ferred to  the  matter  as  one  of  the  facton 
of  the  case,  and  if  emphasis  is  I^d 
upon  it  by  Senator  de  Largie,  it  only 
shows  that  in  doing  what  he  did,  Senator 
Best  was  doing  his  duty. 

Senator  de  Largie. — If  we  had  known 
last  night  of  this  state  of  things,  the  Sen- 
ate would  not  have  risfen. 

Senator  lAlLLEN. — That  remark  is  very 
unfair,  if  it  represents  the  views  of  the 
Opposition  party  as  a  whole.  The  posi- 
tion last  night  was  this.  The  Opposition, 
through  its  leader,  allowed  us  to  suspend 
the  Standing  Orders  and  get  on  with 
the  Bill.  At  the  same  time  an  ar- 
rangement was  made  that  the  Senate  should 
rrot  sit  late.  We  know  what  that  means. 
Sitting  late  in  the  Senate  means  sitting  after 
half-past  ID  or  11  o'clock.  The  Go- 
vernment were  anxious  to  complete  the  Bill 
last  night,  but  as  we  saw  that  we  could  not 
do  so,  it  seemed  that  an  adjournm^t  was 
reasonable.  If  any  honorable  senator  to- 
wards the  close  of  the  sitting  lhad  said  that 
he  desired  to  speak  at  length  on  any  subject 
we  diould  have  consented  to  an  adjourn- 
ment. 

Senator  W.  RUSSELL  (South  Australia) 
[5.26]. — I  think  it  was  quite  reas(xiable 
for  Senator  Henderson  to  ask  the  Govern- 
ment to  make  inquiries  into  the  matter  that 
has  been  raised.  But  Senator  Millen  has 
been  trying  to  make  political  capital  out  of 
the  incident.  What  happened  last  night 
was  this.  SenatOT  Millen  and  other  honor- 
able senators  opposite  induced  Senator 
Croft  to  cut  short  an  important  speech  which 
he  was  making,  and  the  h<»iorable  senator 
did  so.  But  immediately  Senator  Croft  sat 
down,  Senator  NMId,  a  Government  sup- 
porter, rose  and  Said  that  he  had  a  state- 
ment to  make  which  would  take  him  a  long 
time.  Thereupon  Senator  Millen  at  once 
agreed  to  an  adjournment  until  to-day.  I 
scented  something  of  this  kind  last  night. 
I  thought  there  was  a  scheme  on  to  blame 
the  Opposition  party  for  something.  Sena- 
tor Millen  asked  one  of  the  Opposition  to 
give  way,  and  immediat^  consented  to  an 
adjournment  toDedialdey  weQU^^Makinite* 
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Senator  Neild,  to  occupy  the  greater  part 
of  to-day's  sitting.  If  any  one  of  our 
party  had  occupied  as  much  time  as  Senator 
Neild  has  done  in  "  stone- walling,"  the 
press  of  Australia  would  have  cried  out 
about  it.  We  can  now  see  through  Senator 
Millen's  manoeuvring.  I  remind  him  of  the 
words  of  Robert  Burns — 

The  best  laid  schemes  o'  mice  an'  men 

Gang  aft  a-gley 
And  Iea>  us  naught  but  grief  and  pain^ 

For  promised  joy. 

We  have  brought  the  Government  scheme 
I0  the  light.  They  have  been  guilty  of 
working  a  party  scheme  for  party  purposes. 
How  was  it  that  honorable  senators  opposite 
induced  a  Labour  senator  to  take  his  seat 
last  night,  and  then  when  a  friend  and  sup- 
porter of  the  Government  got  up  they  gave 
him  an  adjournment  and  allowed  him  to 
waste  the  greater  part  of  to-day  ? 
It  is  a  shame  and  a  disgrace.  Apparently, 
the  Government  have  some  scheme,  but  ad- 
mittedly they  did  not  know  what  Sir  John 
Forrest  had  been  up  to.  He  occupies  an 
important  position  in  the  Government,  and 
had  to  be  sent  for  to  the  West  to  do  the 
engineering  necessary  to  bring  about  the 
fusion.  If  he  can  do  anything  to  turn  the 
working  classes  against  the  Labour  party, 
he  may  be  trusted  to  do  it. 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — Does  not  the 
honorable  senator  think  that  that  is  a 
wickedly  unfair  suggestion? 

Senator  W.  RUSSELL.— No;  I  do  not. 
I  believe  in  my  heart  that  it  is  true,  and 
there  is  strong  circumstantial  evidence  to 
support  the  statement.  So  far  as  principle 
is  concerned,  a  Government  like  the  present 
would  hesitate  at  nothing.  I  say  that  we 
have  not  blfx^lced  business,  whilst  honorable 
senators  <»i  the  other  side  have  d<xie  so. 

Senator  NEEDHAM  (Western  Austra- 
lia) [3.34]. — I  have  not  previously  taken 
part  in  the  discussion  on  this  Bill.  But 
I  wish  now  to  emphasize  the  fact  which  has 
been  made  clear  by  the  discussion  which  has 
■already  taken  place  that  the  party  of  which 
I  am  a  member  are  in  no  way  responsible 
for  the  blocking  of  Supply,  if  it  has  been 
blocked.  Day  after  day,  we  have  read  the 
accusation  ^n  the  press  that  the  Labour 
party  in  the  Federal  Parliament  has  been 
guilty  of  obstruction.  Yesterday  afternoon 
the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Custtwns  prac- 
tically levelled  a  pistol  at  our  heads,  and 
said  :  "  Unless  you  pass  this  Supply  Bill 
immediately,  a  certain  number  of  Post 
Office  emplov^  will  have  to  go  without  their 

[»9] 


money."  Honorable  senators  on  this  side, 
in  the  discharge  of  their  public  duty,  have 
protested  against  such  a  threat,  and  they 
are  blamed  for  obstruction.  The  Bill  was 
about  to  be  passed  last  night,  when  it  was 
blocked  by  a  Goramment  supprater.  Sena- 
tor Neild  has  exercised  his  right  to  bring 
before  the  notice  of  the  Committee  what  he 
believes  to  be  the  grievances  of  certain  citi- 
zens. He  has  stated  their  case  in  his  own 
admirable  way,  but  I  desire  that  it  should 
be  carefully  home  in  mind  that  the  honor- 
able senator  has  been  responsible  to-day  for 
prolwiging  the  proceedings  on  this  Bill,  and 
has  been  instrumental  in  preventing  it  be- 
coming law.  A  telegram  has  been  received 
from  Western  Australia  to-day. 

Senator  Walker. — I  suppose  that  tele- 
gram is  authentic? 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— The  telegram  is 
signed  by  Senator  Lynch,  and  its  source  is 
as  reliable  as  any  that  could  be  suggested. 

Senator  Walker. — I  have  known  tele- 
grams to  be  sent  that  were  not  signed  bv  the 
persons  whose  names  were  attached  to  them. 

Senator  NEEDHAM. — I  am  referring 
to  a  telegram  signed  by  Senabn*  Lynch  in 
reference  to  the  dismissal  of  thirty  men  who 
were  engaged  on  the  undergrounding  of 
telephone  wires  at  Perth.  I  have  some 
knowledge  of  the  work  at  which  these  men 
were  employed,  because  during  the  last  re- 
cess, whilst  in  Perth,  knowing  there  was  a 
scarcity  of  employment,  and  that  it  was 
necessary  that  the  telephone  wires  should 
ibe  placed  underground,  and  that  money  had 
been  voted  for  the  purpose,  I  placed  my- 
self in  communication  with  the  then  Post- 
master-General, Mr.  Thonas,  suggesting 
that  h^  shou^  see  the  Treasurer,  and  pro- 
vide funds  with  whidi  the  w(»'k  might  be 
commenced.  I  know  that,  the  job  cannot 
yet  have  been  completed.  When  I  left 
Perth,  two  gangs,  each  comprising  about 
eighteen  general  labourers,  a  bricklayer,  a 
carpenter,  and  an  overseer,  were  engaged 
upon  the  work.  I  have  been  heie  onfy  six 
or  seven  wtekc,  and  it  is  impossible  that  in 
the  interval  all  the  telephone  wires  in  the 
metropolitan  area  could  have  been  under- 
grounded.  We  learn  that  these  men  have 
been  dismissed  because  the  Treasurer  has  nn 
money  to  pay  them.  They  were  paid 
either  on  the  Saturday  or  the  Wednesday. 
If  their  pay  fell  due  last  Wednesday,  which 
was  the  30th  June,  there  was  money  avail- 
able for  the  purpose.  If  it  did  not,  it  will 
fall  due  on  Saturday,  that  is,  to  say,  to- 
morrow, and  there  is  no  reas(Hi  why  money 
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to  meet  it  cannot  be  provided.  It  is  evi- 
dent that,  the  authorities  anticipated  some- 
thing, and  I  fail  to  see  why  the  present 
Treasurer  could  not  have  locked  to  the  in- 
terests of  his  constituents  as  well  as  Mr. 
Thfxnas  and  the  late  Treasurer  did. 

Senatcn:  Sir  Robert  Best. — ^Will  the 
honorable  senator  permit  me  to  interpose 
by  saying  that  the  wicked  suggestion  that 
these  thirty  men  were  put  off  by  Sir  John 
Forrest  is  without  any  foundation  whatever. 
The  right  honorable  gentleman  neither 
directly  nor  indirectly  knew  anything  of 
the  matter  until  he  was  told  about  it  a  few 
minutes  ago. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— I  am  not  in  the 
habit  of  making  untrue  statements. 

Senator  Sir  Kobekt  Best. — Senator  W. 
Kussell  did  so. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— I  did  not  say 
that  it  was  due  to  the  action  of  Sir  John 
Forrest  that  these  men  were  dismissed.  But 
I  do  say  that,  as  Treasurer,  he  should  have 
looked  after  the  matter  just  as  his  prede- 
cessor did.  I  should  like  to  know  whether 
there  are  any  other  casual  employes  who 
liave  been  peremptorily  dismissed?  If 
there  are,  I  can  only  again  repeat  that  the 
members  of  the  Labour  party  are  in  no  way 
responsible  for  the  delay  which  has  oc- 
curred in  the  passing  of  this  Bill.  The  re- 
quest submitted  by  Senator  McGregor  yes- 
terday did  not  in  any  way  involve  the 
blocking  of  Supply.  It  simply  meant  a  re- 
ductitMi  in  the  amount  to  be  %'oted  under 
this  Bill.  I  should  like  to  say  that  I  see 
no  reason  why  the  Senate  should  continu- 
ally be  asked  to  play  second  fiddle  to  an- 
other place.  We  have  been  elected  by  the 
people  on  the  same  franchise  as  that  on 
which  members  in  another  place  '  were 
elected,  and  we  have  a  right  t^  review  every 
line,  and  every  word,  in  every  Bill  that  is 
brought  before  the  Senate.  Because  we 
have  ventured  to  exercise  a  right  which  is 
undoubtedly  ours,  we  have  been  told  in  the 
press  and  elsewhere  that  we  are  blocking 
Supply,  and  obstructing  the  business  of 
the  country.  Senator  Neild  occupied  the 
time  of  the  Committee  for  three  hours  to- 
day. I  do  not  know  whether  the  Vice- 
President  of  the  Executive  Council  endea- 
voured to  exercise  any  control  over  the  hon- 
orable senator  as  a  supporter  of  the  Go- 
vernment, but  if  he  did,  he  certainly  was 
not  successful.  I  have  nothing  further  to 
say  now  except  that  no  matter  what  threats 
are  made,  I  shall,  as  a  member  of  the 
Senate,  exercise  my  right  to  criticise  any 
measure  that  is  brought  before  it. 


Senator  TRENWITH  (Victoria)  [3.44]. 
— I  think  we  are  altogether  missing  the 
point  in  this  discussion,  which  is  that  there 
is  no  means  by  which  the  men  who  have 
been  referred  to  can  be  paid  except  by  the 
passing  of  this  Bill.  Personally,  I  knew 
that,  but  a  good  deal  of  complaint  has 
been  made  against  the  Minister  of  Trade 
and  Customs  for  mentioning  the  fact  when 
introducing  this  Bill,  and  it  is  posable  that 
scrae  members  of  the  Committee  who  have 
not  had  a  long  parliamentary  experience 
were  unacquainted  with  it.  At  any  rate  we 
all  know  the  position  now,  and  there  can  be 
no  wisdom  in  continuing  the  discussion.  In 
order  to  facilitate  the  payment  of  those 
men  who  are  in  trouble,  and  to  prevent  the 
dismissal  of  any  others,  it  would  be  wise. 
I  think,  for  the  Senate  to  pass  the  Bill  as 
quickly  as  possible. 

Senator  STORY  (South  Australia)  [3.46]. 
— I  think  that  in  this  connexion  the  Govern- 
ment are  as  much  to  be  pitied  as  to  be 
blamed.  It  will  be  recollected  that  in  a 
division  taken  last  night  they  had  a  majority 
of  CTily  one.  They  had  to  placate  a  sup- 
porter of  whom  evidently  they  are  not  very 
sure,  and  that  I^d  to  the  sudden  <xssation 
of  business. 

Senator  Mulcahy. — What  does  the  hon- 
orable senator  mean  placating  a  sup- 
porter? 

Senator  STORY.  —  Evidently  Senator 
Neild  was  not  in  his  usual  good  humour, 
but  in  a  most  dangerous  mood,  and  the 
Leader  of  the  Government,  recognising  that 
fact,  felt  that  they  must  immediately  yield 
to  his  request,  else  trouble  might  ensue. 
But  that  is  not  what  I  rose  to  say.  I  want 
to  enlist  the  sympathy  of  the  Government 
on  behalf  of  other  public  servants.  We  all 
sympathize  with  the  unfwtunate  men  who, 
for  some  cause  or  other,  have  been  thrown 
out  of  work.  But  the  case  I  want  to  ven- 
tilate is  more  serious  than  the  case  of  the 
men  who  have  been  thrown  out  of  work  for 
a  day,  or  even  a  week,  or  perhaps  even 
longer.  It  is  a  question  affecting  the 
health,  and  possibly  the  life,  of  a  number 
of  public  officers  who  are  employed  at  the 
telephone  exchange  at  Adelaide.  Some  time 
ago  it  was  decided  to  build  a  new  exchange. 
The  building  is  certainly  not  w  architec- 
tural masterpiece.  It  is  very  ill -ventilated, 
and  in  its  present  condition  it  is  absolutely 
insanitary.  In  summer  time  the  weather 
is  extremely  hot,  and  no  proviskm  has 
been  made  for  admitting  fre^  air.  The 
work  on  which  the  telepboqe^dits^  are  en- 
gaged is  of  a  ^gj^i^^li&l^ftWVS^strenuw" 
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character,  which  frequently,  even  under 
favorable  conditions,  afifects  their  nerves 
and  health.  I  want  the  Government,  if 
possible,  to  take  some  action  befwe  the 
building  is  taken  over. 

Senator  Pearce.— Did  the  Public  Works 
Department  of  South  Australia  prepare  the 
plans  ? 

Senator  STORY. — I  have  not  yet  been 
able  to  ascertain,  but  I  believe  that  the 
■plans  were  prepared  in  the  Home  Affairs 
Department.  I  want  to  a^rtain  whether 
any  suggestions  were  crfFered  by  the  Super- 
intendent of  Public  Buildings  in  Adelaide, 
and  probably  my  question  on  that  point 
will  be  answered  after  a  certain  debate  has 
been  crarcluded  elsewhere.  It  is  very  evi- 
dent that  the  whole  object  has  been  to  safe- 
guard valuable  instruments  in  the  telephone 
roc»n,  at  the  expoise  of  the  health  of  the 
operat<M:s. 

Senator  de  Largie. — Is  not  the  fault 
due  to  a  State  servant  and  not  to  the 
Federal  Department? 

Senator  STORY.  —  Undoubtedly  the 
fault  is  largely  due  to  the  designer  of  the 
building ;  but  I  am  under  the  impression 
that  some  suggestions  were  offered  by  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings  in 
South  Australia.  Not  l<»ig  ago  I  inspected 
the  building  in  his  company.  He  pointed 
out  that,  every  precaution  had  been  taken  to 
av^d  any  possible  danger  to  the  machinery, 
the  instruments,  or  the  switchboard  from  fire. 
He  jwinted  out  that  on  account  of  the  pre- 
sence of  a  small  timber  yard  on  the  west* 
ern  side  of  the  building,  it  was  absolutely 
necessary  that  there  should  not  be  a  single 
opening  on  that  side,  in  which  certainly 
there  should  be  some  openings  to  admit  a 
cool  westerly  fcureeze  in  the  summer-time  to 
ventilate  the  room.  The  roof  is  very  low. 
I  do  not.  suppose  it  is  more  than  15  feet 
high. 

Senator  Vardon. — Haye  they  built  right 
up  to  the  western  boundary  ? 

Senator  STORY.— Yes;  but  that  is  no 
reason  why  ventilators  should  not  be  put  on 
the  western  side  of  the  roof,  as  well  as  on 
the  eastern  side.  The  only  reason  for  not 
doing  so  is  to  guard  against  the  danger  of 
a  fire,  which,  if  it  occurred,  would  destroy 
the  valuable  switchboard  that  has  cost  so 
much.  I  am  satisfied  that  miless  some 
action  is  taken  before  the  summer  arrives, 
the  girls  will  be  falling  out  of  the  ranks 
on  sick  leave,  not  by  one  or  two,  but  bv  the 
dozen.  The  service  will  beccmie  disor- 
ganized, and  it  will  cost  the  Government 
very  much  more  to  employ  temporary  assist- 
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ants — leaving  out  of  consideration  the  in- 
terest which  they  ought  to  take  in  the  health 
of  their  servants — than  it  would  to  make 
the  building  habitable  at  once.  I  ask  the 
Minister  to  have  an  inquiry  made,  not  by 
c^Scers  who  were  tespcuisible  for  the  con- 
struction of  the  building,  but  by  an  inde- 
pendent authority,  and  to  ascertain  whether 
it  is  really  fit  to  be  occupied  in  hot  weather 
by  a  large  number  of  young  women  engaged 
in  a  difficult  occupation. 

Senator  STEWART  (Queensland)  [3.55]. 
— I  fee!  that  the  Government  is  entitled  to 
some  sympathy  in  the  imfortunate  position 
which  it  finds  itself.  One  would  like  to 
think  that  a  Government  starting  its  busi- 
ness under  such  favorable  auspices  as  that 
which  we  have  now  in  power  could  begin 
without  muddling.  But  unfortunately,  so 
far  as  its  financial  business  is  concerned, 
it  appears  to  have  set  out  to  muddle 
from  the  very  beginning.  Apparently , 
the  Treasurer  is  responsible  for  the  present 
situation.  Every  one  knows  that  he  is  one 
of  the  greatest  financial  muddlers  in  Aus- 
tralia. It  speaks  very  ill  for  the  new  Go- 
vernment that  it  could  not  find  a  man  of 
greater  business  capacity,  greater  financial 
knowledge,  and  better  methods,  t©  fill  the 
ofiice.  It  must  ha,ve  been  known  to  the 
Treasurer  that  money  would  be  requiced  to 
pay  temporary  employes  on  the  ist  July. 
Either  he  knew  that  or  he  did  not.  If  he 
did  know  it,  it  was  his  duty<  to.  introduce 
this  Bill  into  the  other  House  m  tsme  to 
have  it  passed  before  the  1st  July. 

Senator  PuLSF0RD.-^He  did,  but  Mr. 
Fisher  blocked  him. 

Senator  Turlev. — Was  it  necessary? 
Were  there  any  casual  hands  to''be  paid 
on  the  ist  July? 

Senator  STEWART.— The  representa- 
tive of  the  Government  tells  us  that  casual 
men  are  being  paid  every  day  of  the  week, 
and  that  there  was  no  monev  available  for 
paying  them  after  Wednesday,  30th  June. 
If  that  is  true,  iF  was  absolutely  necessary 
that  this  measure  should  have  been  passed 
by  both  Houses  on  the  30th  June  at  the 
very  latest.  If  he  knew  that,  the  Trea- 
§urer  should  have  brought  in  the  Bill  before 
he  did,  but  if  he  did  not  know  it,  he  should 
not  be  filling  the  responsible  position  he 
holds.  It  is  extremely  uncharitable  on  the 
part  of  the  Government  or  its  supporters  to 
malign  members  of  the  Opposition  by  blam- 
ing them  for  any  delay  in  the  passing  of 
this  Bill.  When  did  it  reach  the  Senate? 
It  was  received  fnMn  th^qther^-H^use  on 
the  ist  July.    SH^'^ift-^jiPVS^ock  on 
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Thursday  afternoon  we  got  a  Bill  which 
ought  to  have  been  passed  by  both  Houses 
on  the  preceding  day.  And  in  introducing 
it  here,  the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs 
told  us  it  was  absolutely  necessary  that  we 
should  pass  it  almost  immediatelv.  In 
doing  that  he  was  asking  hwiorable  sena- 
tors to  pass  a  Bill  for  the  appropriation  of 
nearly  ^x,ooo»ooo  without  anv  discus- 
sion. Was  not  that  insulting  every 
member  of  the  Senate?  Was  it  not  insult- 
ing the  people  of  the  various  States?  Is 
that  the  fashion  in  which  the  Govern- 
ment intends  to  carry  on  its  business  ? 
I  can  assure  the  Ministry  and  their  sup- 
porters that  unless  the  former  oHiduct 
business  in  a  better  fashion,  X  shall  make 
no  allowance  for  them. 

Senator  St.  Ledger. — Did  not  the  late 
Govemment  ask  us  to  pass  the  whole  of 
the  Estimates  within  twenty-four  hours? 

Senator  STEWART.— We  are  not  dis- 
cussing what  the  late  Government  did.  It 
is  dead  and  buried,  and  a  tombstone  has 
been  erect«*d  to  its  memory.  Certainly  it 
did  very  much  better  work  than  its  suc- 
cessors are  ever  likely  to  do.  But  the 
Deakin  Government  is  alive,  and  there- 
fore it  is  an  object  for  the  criticism  of 
every  honorable  senator  who  chooses  to 
a^il  it.  I  repeat  that  all  the  know- 
ledge to  which  I  have  referred  was  avail- 
able to  the  present  Treasurer.  He  knew 
that  after  the  30th  June  he  would  not 
have  a  single  farthipg  which  could  be 
utilized  for  the  payment  of  temporary  em- 
ployfe.  Yet  the  Senate  did  not  get  this 
Supply  Bill  until  yesterday.  Why  was  it 
not  introduced  here  earlier  ? 

Senator  Pulsfobd.' — Ask  Mr.  Fisher. 

Senator  STEWART.  —  Mr.  Fisher 
merely  utilized  the  ordinary  forms  of  Par- 
liament so  as  to  secure  effective  discussion 
of  the  measure.  I  know  perfectly  well 
that  Senator  Pulsford  thinks  that  every 
measure  brcmght  fwward  by  the  Govern- 
ment should  be  accepted  bv  the  Opposi- 
tion without  debate — that  we  should 
simply  open  our  mouths,  and  shut  our 
eyes,  and  swallow  whatever  they  may 
choose  to  send  us.  To-dav  we  find  that 
owing  to  the  incapacity  of  the  Govem- 
ment, and  more  especially  of  its  Trea- 
surer, a  Cwnmonwealth  work  in  Perth  has 
had  to  be  stopped.  I  suppose  the  im- 
pression will  be  spread  abroad — both  in 
Western  Australia  and  elsewhere — that  the 
Labour  party  are  responsible  for  this  sus- 
nension  of  work. 


Senator  St.  Ledger. — Does  not  the  Hon* 
orable  senator  think  that  he  is  protesting 
too  much,  like  the  lady  in  the  play? 

Senator  STEWART.— I  am  not  pro- 
testing half  m>ugh.  The  Govemment 
ought  to  be  able  to  provide  for  all  these 
contingencies,  and  if  they  have  not  the 
capacity  to  do  so  they  are  not  fit  to  be 
in  power.  I  do  not  say  that  the  entire 
Ministry  are  to  blame.  It  is  the  Trea- 
surer who  is  re^nnnble  for  this  lamentable 
state  of  aflEairs.  I  am  really  sorry  for 
the  men  who  have  been  temporarily  de- 
pri\'ed  of  their  employment.  It  is  ex- 
tremely regrettable  that  the  work  upon 
which  they  were  engaged  should  have  had 
to  be  suspended  for  a  single  hour  owing 
to  the  gross  carelessness,  the  stupidity,  the 
muddteheadedness  of  the  man  who  now 
occupies  the  position  of  Treasurer. 

Senator  St.  Ledger. — Would  the  h<wi- 
orable  senator  like  a  dictionarv? 

Senator  STEWART.— I  carry  a  dic- 
tionary,  not  in  my  pocket,  but  somewhere 
else,  and  if  the  honorable  senator  would 
follow  my  example  he  would  acquit  him- 
self very  much  better  than  he  does. 

S«iator  Pearce.— The  honorable  soia- 
tor  who  is  speaking  does  not  require  any 
adventitious  aid. 

Senator  STEWART.— No.  The  theme 
under  discussion  is  such  a  fertile  one  that 
it  naturally  suggests  the  proper  figure  of 
speech.  I  do  not  wish  to  delay  the  passing 
of  this  Bill.  I  merely  desire  to  em- 
phasize the  fact  that  if  there  has  been 
delay — and  I  do  not  say  that  there  has — 
the  Government,  and  not  the  Oppositicxi, 
are  respon^ble  for  it.  Stupidity  and  lack 
of.busmess  capacity  on  thor  part  are 
alone  responsible  for  the  present  state  of 
affairs.  I  trust  that  we  shall  have  an 
exhilntion  of  better  management  in  the 
future.  As  the  Treasurer  acquires  moce 
experience — and  he  certainly  needs  it  very 
badly — he  may  do  better.  I  am  not  in 
the  least  surprised  now  that  we  are  not 
to  get  the  Budget  till  the  end  of  August. 
We  have  a  man  filling  the  office  of  Trea- 
surer who  has  no  more  qualification  for 
the  position  than  I  have  tor  the  office  of 
Astronomer  Royal. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— That  is  not  the 
question  which  is  before  the  Committee. 

Senator  STEWART.— The  question  be- 
fore the  Committee  has  reference  to  the 
finances  of  the  Commonwealth,  to  the  vot- 
ing of  money. 

Senator  CHAiAWAY.-^lt  is  .not  the 
Astronomer  Royail'^eD^pasifikStglC 
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Senator  STEWART.— I  merely  men- 
tioned the  Astronomer  Royal  in  a  casual 
way,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  whoever  was 
originally  in  charge  of  this  Bill  must  have 

been  more  accustomed  to  star-gazing  than 
to  the  transacting  of  large  financial  opera- 
tions. 

Senator  Pearce. — Sir  John  Forrest  says, 
*•  What  is  a  million?  " 

Senator  STEWART.— Exactly.  What 
does  it  matter  whether  a  few  raen  are 
thrown  out  of  employment  so  long  as  the 
GovOTmient  can  lay  the  Uame  upon  the 
Labour  party? 

Senator  SAYERS  (Queensland)  [4-9].— 
Seeing  that  honorable  senators  have  been 
discussing  this  Bill  for  two  days,  and  that 
most  of  the  talk  has  emanated  from  the 
Oppositi<»i,  I  think  I  am  justified  in  say- 
ing a  few  words  upon  it.  The  Bill  reached 
another  place  a  week  to-day,  and  one 
day  in  each  House  should  have  been  ample 
in  which  to  pass  it  But  it  was  blocked  in 
the  other  Chamber  for  four  days,  and  was 
<K»ly  introduced  here  yesterday.  I  have 
seen  a  Supply  Bill  passed  through  all 
its  stages  by  the  Senate  in  one  sitting. 
If  the  Opposition  had  sympathized  with 
•the  casual  labourers  of  Perth,  whose  ser- 
vices have  been  dispensed  with,  they  might 
have  exhibited  their  sympathy  in  a  very 
much  more  practical  manner.  Those  men 
are  now  out  of  employment  

Senate  Pearce.— Not  because  this 
Supply  Bill  has  been  blocked. 

Senator  SAYERS.— That  I  ^tber  from 
the  statement  of  the  Minister  is  the  real 
cause.  ' 

Senator  Givens.— Who  blocked  the  Bill 
last  night? 

Senator  SAYERS.— I  did  not.  Through- 
out yesterday  there  was  c<Mitinuous  talk 
upon  it.  Had  the  Government  agreed  to 
sit  after  the  ordinary  hour  last  night,  the 
Opposition  would  have  e»:laimed,  "We 
do  not  desire  an  all-night  sitting.*'  Per- 
fionally,  I  think  that  the  Government  acted 
unwisely  in  yielding  to  the  request  foc  an 
adjournment.  I  was  prepared  to  remain 
here  as  long  as  was  necessary  to  put  the 
Bill  through.  Of  course,  I  recognise  that 
it  is  impossible  to  please  everybody.  The 
measure  was  brought  forward  in  ample 
time  to  permit  of  it  being  passed  days 
ago. 

Senator  Pearce. — But  this  is  not  an 
ordinary  Supply  Bill. 

Senator  SAYERS. — It  is.  Even  the 
Bill  which  we  passed  last  year,  granting 


Supply  for  three  months,  was  not  dis- 
cussed at  such  length  as  the  measure  now 
undn  omsideration  has  been.  All  the 
talk  that  has  taken  place  upon  it  amounts 
simply  to  obstruction,  because  the  Oppo- 
sition must  recognise  that  the  Government 
have  the  requisite  numbers. 

Senator  Pearce. — T  rise  to  a  point  of 
order.  I  submit  that  the  item  under  cai- 
sideration  relates  to  the  Postal  Department, 
which  Senator  Sayers  has  not  yet  men- 
tioned. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  —  The  honorable 
SCTiator  is  not  in  order. 

Senator  SAYERS.— I  did  mention  the 
Postal  Department  in  c<xinexion  with  the 
dismissal  of  the  casual  labourers  in 
Perth.  Of  course,  whenever  Senator 
Pearoe  hears  acnnethbig  which  he  does  not 
like  he  raises  a  point  of  wdar. 

Senator  Pearce. — I  wish  to  get  the  Bill 

through. 

Senator  SAYERS.— Then  the  honorable 
senator  has  not  exhibited  his  desire  in  a 
very  practical  way.  He  has  dcme  his 
best  to  delay  its  passing.  No  man  has 
done  more. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— T  think  that  the 
honorable  senator  ought  to  address  him- 
self to  the  questiwi  before  the  Committee. 

Senator  Pearce. — The  point  of  order 
which  I  raised  has  been  dedded. 

Senator  SAYERS.— Is  Senator  Pearce 
still  the  Chairman  of  Committees  ?  I 
think  that  he  would  like  to  be.  The 
complaint  is  that  certain  employes  of  the 
Post  Office  have  had  to  be  dismissed  in  con- 
.sequence  of  this  Bill  not  being  passed.  The 
Treasurer  has  been  blamed  for  this  occur- 
rence. He  has  been  called  evil  names. 
But  the  blame  does  not  rest  with  the  Post- 
master-General (X  with  the  Treasury.  I 
am  not  here  to  apologize  for  either  of  those 
Ministers,  who  are  well  able  to  take  their 
own  part,  but  I  cannot  allow  men  to  be 
blamed  for  that  for  which  they  are  not 
guilty.  We  were  told  in  advance  that  delay 
would  cause  certain  things  to  happen.  The 
very  people  who  caused  that  delay  are  now 
blammg  the  Government  for  it.  In  my 
opinion,  a  week  was  ample  time  for  the 
putting  through  of  a  Supply  Bill.  The 
men  would  never  have  been  dismissed  if  the 
measure  had  been  passed  within  reasonable 
time.    We  all  know  that  even  if  there  were 

1 ,000,000  in  the  Treasury  on  the  30th 
June,  every  vote  would  lapse  on  that  date, 
and  the  money  would  have  to  be  xevoted. 
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Senator  GiveiIs. — ^Is  that  not  a  reason 
why  the  Treasuier  should  have  brought  the 
BUI  in  earlier? 

Senator  BAYERS.— He  brought  it  in  a 
week  before  the  nxmey  was  required,  and 
that  was  ami^e  time.  Many  a  Supply  Bill 
has  been  passed  in  less  than  a  week.  Why 
should  we  blame  s«ne  one  else  when  we 
know  the  facts?  I  always  endeavour  to  e- 
cure  ample  time  for  discussion,  but,  at  the 
same  time,  I  enter  my  protest  against  blaai- 
ing  one  Minister  when  the  whole  of  Par- 
liament is  to  blame  for  what  has  occurred. 

Senator  TURLEY  (Queensland)  [4-22]- 
— The  present  debate  arose  out  of  a  ques- 
tion asked  by  Senator  Clemois  to  which  no 
answer  has  yet  been  given.    The  question 
was  whether  it  was  fair  for  the  Minister 
practically  to  hold  out   a  threat  to  the 
Senate  that  if  this  Bill  was  not  passed  yes- 
terday a  number  of  casual  employ^  of  the 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department  would  be 
thrown  out  of  employment.    Yesterday  t 
said  that  if  I  thought  it  was  my  duty  to 
take  a  certain  course,  I  should  take  it,  no 
matter  what  the  consequences  were.  Sena- 
tor Sayers.  urges  that  we  should  put  a  Bill 
of  this  kind  through  at  once,  if  -ielay  may 
cause  inconvenience  to  the  public.    I  do  not 
agree  with  that  view.   We  are  sent  to  Par- 
liament to  look  after  the  finances,  and  we 
ought  not  to  rfiirk  our  duty.    If  we  are  to 
be  swayed  by  such  a  consideration,  the 
Senate  might  as  well  be  non-existent  as  far 
as  relates  to  the  criticism  of  the  finances. 
Would  it  not  be  better  to  introduce  Supply 
Bills  in  such  a  way  as  to  allow  time  for 
discussion,    and,    if   necessary,    for  this 
Qiamber  to  prefer  requests  to  another  place 
without  inconveni«ice  bein^  caused  to  those 
ill  the  Cummmwealth  smrice? 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — It  is  most 
desirable,  and  that  was  the  policy  of  the 
Government  in  this  case. 
Schedule  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported    without    request;  report 

adopted. 

Motion  (by  SenatOT  Sir  Robert  Best) 
proposed — 

That  this  Bill  be  now  read  a  tfaird  time. 

Senator  PEARCE  (Western  Australia) 
[4.29]. — It  was  the  intentiai  of  Senator 
McGregor  and  myself,  if  we  had  remained 
in  <^oe,  to  arrange  that  when  the  Budget 
was  submitted  in  another  place,  the  Budget 
papers  should  also  be  tabled  in  this  Cham- 
ber, and  scsne  motion  moved  that  would 
^ve  honorable  senators  the  same  oppoT- 
tunity  as  the  members  of  the  other  Chamber 


had  to  discuss  the  fin^cial  policy  of  the 
Government  and  the  measures  arising  out 
of  it,  at  a  time  when  the  questions  involved 
were  live  ones,  instead  of  at  the  end  of  the 
session.  Will  Ministers  take  the  matter 
into  ccHudderation,  and  anixxinoe  what 
course  they  would  suggest? 

Senator  CLEMONS  (Tasmania)  [4.31]- 
— I  should  like  to  urge  upon  the  Ministry 
the  adoption  of  some  such  course  as  that 
suggested  by  Senator  Pearce.  On  a  pre- 
vious occasion  the  late  Deakin  Ministry 
adopted  the  most  unusual  course  of  splitting' 
the  Tariff  into  two,  and  allowing  the  first 
part  it  to  be  debated  in  this  Chamber 
before  another  place  had  dealt  with  the 
other  part.  Some  such  method  might  be 
adopt^  in  KgAtd  to  the  Budget. 

Senator  STEWART  (Queensland)  [4-32]. 
— I  can  assure  Ministers  that  unless  tbef 
want  the  liveliest  time  they  have  ever  had 
In  their  political  lives,  they  must  give  at 
least  the  Opposition  portiwi  of  the  Senate 
an  ample  opportunity  of  discussing  the 
financial  proposals  of  the  Government.  Un- 
less pressure  is  brought  to  bear  upon  them, 
the  Government  will  simply  submit  the  Ap- 
propriation Bill  to  this  Chamber  at  the  very 
last  moment,  when  ev«y  one  desires  to 
get  home,  and,  with  an  election  looming,  we 
know  that  honOTable  senators  will  be  most 
anxious  to  get  to  their  constituents. 

Senator  Fraser. — The  honorable  senator 
will  require  all  his  time  in  Queoisland. 

Senator  STEWART.— I  am  not  anxious 
about  my  positi(»i.  I  do  not  care  two  straws 
vduther  I  am  rejected  or  elected ;  but,  while 
I  am  here  I  am  determined  to  do  my  duty 
to  my  constituents,  a  thing  which  the  hon- 
crnble  senator  ha5  never  beon  craispini- 
ous  in  doing.  The  Government  will 
be  well  advised  not  to  follow  the  example 
of  previous  Governments  in  treating  the 
Senate  with  something  akin  to  contempt. 
If  thev  do,  I»  at  any  rate,  will  resent  it. 
Question  resolved  in.  the  affirmative. 
Bill  read  a  third  time. 

PAPER. 

Senator  MILLEN  laid  upon  the  table 
the  following  paper : — 

Public  Service  Act  tqoa.— Repeal  of  Refla- 
tion 262  and  substitution  of  new  Regulation 
(Provisional)  in  lieu  thereof. — Statutory  Rules 
igog,  No.  68. 

ADJOURNMENT. 
Pbrscwal  Explanation. 

That  the  aeuktcpw^nw^ajou^  ^ 
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Senator  DE  LARGIE  (Western  Aus- 
tralia) [4.36]. — I  desire  to  draw  attention 
to  an  interjection  which  was  made  by  Sena- 
tor Neild  yesterday  when  I  was  speaking, 
to  the  effect  that  I  had  signed  a  requio- 
ti(Hi  to  the  late  Government  asking  them 
not  to  seek  for  a  dissolution.  Senator 
Neild  makes  many  jocular  remarks,  but 
yesterday  he  appeared  to  be  in  dead 
«amest.  A  similar  statement  I  had  contra- 
dicted at  the  time  it  was  made;  and  yet 
Senator  Neild  repeated  it,  adding  that  he 
<lid  not  wish  to  expose  me  and  ray  friends 
who  occupy  the  Opposition  benches.  I  wish 
to  say  now  roost  emphatically  that  there  is 
not  the  slightest  foundation  for  the 
suggestion,  except  a  very  lively  imagina- 
tion on  the  part  of  Senatw  Neild.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  the  party  of  which  I  am 
a  member,  were  almost,  so  far  as  I  know, 
unanimously  in  favour  of  a  dissolution; 
and  i  may  add  that  during  the  recess  I 
addressed  a  number  of  meetings,  and  at 
every  one,  I  believe,  I  expressed  the  hope 
that  the  Government  would  seek  a  dissolu- 
tion in  certain  eventualities.  If  I  did  not 
take  this  opportunity  to  contradict  the 
Matement  made  yesterday,  I  should  be 
placed  in  a  false  position,  in  view  of  my 
utterances  during  recess.  I  never  signed 
a  requisition  or  any  other  document  ^icb 
had  for  its  object  the  prevention  of  a  dis- 
solution. 

■Questiwi  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Senate  adjourned  at  4.38  p.m. 


?S}ouse  of  Eepresrntatibes. 

Friday,  2  July,  zgop. 


Ihlr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  10.30 
a.m.,  and  read  prayers. 

PERSONAL  EXPLANATION. 

Mr.  SAMPSON  (Wimmera)  [10.31].— I 
wish  to  make  a  personal  explanatitm  in  re- 
gard to  the  statements  made  last  night  by  the 
hcnwable  member  for  Hindmarsh.  'His 
statements  are  such  that,  on  ordinary  oc- 
casions, I  should  not  take  notice  of  them ; 
but,  as  he  last  night  charged  me  with  an 
action  of  an  unworthy  character,  I  ccmceive 
it  to  be  due  to  the  House  and  to  mvself  to 
set  forth  all  the  circumstances.  Let  me 
begin  by  saying  for  the  information  of  hon- 
brable  members  that  Kellalac  is  a  township 
elose  to  Warracknabeal,  and  the  only  one  in 


the  neighbourhood  of  that  town  whidi 
does  not  enjoy  direct  mail  communication 
with  it.  At  present  it  is  con- 
nected with  Murtoa,  a  place  some 
30  miles  south.  Five  or  six  years  ago 
the  residents  of  Kellalac  petitioned  for 
a  weekly  mail  service  from  Warracknabeal. 
The  petiti<xi  was  forwarded  to  the  postal 
authorities,  and  the  request  refused.  That 
was  before  I  entered  this  Parliament.  After 
becoming  a  member  I  astced  the  Depart- 
ment to  again  get  a  report  upoh  the  advisa- 
bility of  establishing  the  service.  A  report 
was  obtained,  and  the  request  again  re- 
fused. Subsequently,  I  suggested  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  trial  service  for  a  period 
of  three  months.  The  Department  informed 
me,  in  writing,  that  it  was  estimated  that 
sudi  a  service  would  result  in  a  loss  of 
£4  3s.  4d.,  but  that  if  that  sum  were 
made  up  by  the  residents  the  request 
would  be  granted.  The  sum  was  accord- 
ingly forwarded  to  the  Department 
before  the  service  was  inaugurated.  A  mail 
connexion  was  then  given  between  Kellalac 
and  Warracknabeal  for  a  period  of  three 
months,  and  an  extra  week's  grace  allowed 
to  permit  of  some  other  arrangement  being 
made,  at  the  end  of  which  time  it  was  dis- 
continued. The  charge  which  the  honor- 
able member  for  Hindmarsh  has  seen  fit 
to  make  is  the  creation  of  oat  of  my  poli- 
tical enemies,  and  of  a  newspaper  which 
supports  a  Labour  policy,  and  is  therefore 
opposed  to  the  pc^icy  upon  which  I  was 
elected.  I  regret  that  these  gentlemen  have 
?(>  descended  to  damage  the  character  of  a 
public  man,  and  have  found  so  ready  an  in- 
strument for  the  publication  in  this  House  of 
a  trumped-up  charge  that  had  no  foundation. 
The  people  of  Kellalac  are  not  coniwcted 
bv  mail  with  Warracknabeal,  ^vhich  is  the 
centre  with  which  they  'do  thar  business, 
and,  as  I  know  <xi  the  personal  testim(»iy  of 
many,  are  desirous  of  the  renewal  of 
the  service  which  was  discontinued  on  the 
ground  that  a  three  months'  trial  showed 
it  to  be  unprofitable  to  the  Department.  No 
later  than  the  28th  June  I  received  the  fol- 
lowing letter  from  a  reputable  resident  of 
the  district  who,  I  am  satisfied,  expresses 
the  opinion  of  the  majwity  of  those  who 
live  there.    He  writes  — 

I  have  received  joui  letter  of  iSth  instant 
enclosing  the  communication  from  the  Depart- 
ment re  the  Kellalac  mail  service.  I  saw  Mr. 
D.  McLennan  in  Warracknnbeal  yesterday,  and 
he  sa)s  that  the  payment  allowed  for  the  Ailsa 
service  is  altogether  too  small.      We  decided 

that  (provided  the  ,Ailsa  .  g9V5PF)'(3'^F&  °^  * 
change  being  made),  'we  wonlaTraft  abetting  ' 
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Warracknabeal  of  those  interested  from  both 
Kellalac  and  Ailsa*  and  ask  the  Department  to 
combine  the  two  services.  This  meeting,  how- 
ever, cannot  be  held  till  about  17th  July,  as  Mr. 
McLennan  witl  be  absent  at  the  Farmers'  Con- 
venttoo. 

Thanking  you  for  the  attention  you  have  given 
this  matter. 

I  am, 

Yours  faithfully, 

Fkank  W.  Rab. 

Mr.  Rae  is  a  gentleman  who  can  speak 
authoritatively  on  this  subject.  The  mail 
connexion  wnich  is  being  asked  for  is  a 
public  service,  to  obtain  which  an  agitation 
has  been  on  foot  during  a  number  of  years. 
As  I  have  said,  a  trial  service  was  givoi 
the  Department  foe  a  period  of  three 
months,  upcHi  the  estimated  deficiency 
being  subscribed  by  the  inhabitants. 

MOTION  OF  WANT  OF 
CONFIDENCE. 

Debate  resumed  from  ist  July  (vide 
page  749)  on  motion  by  Mr.  Fisher — 

That  the  GovernmcDt  does  not  possess  the 
confidence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  (Hindmarsh) 
[10.36]. — I  assure  the  honorable  member 
for  Wimmera  that  I  should  be  the  last  to 
trump  up  a  charge  against  him ;  but  I  am 
jealous  of  the  hooour  of  the  House.  What 
I  did  last  night  was  to  read  die  report  of 
a  citizens'  meeting,  not  the  comment  of  an 
opposition  newspaper.  In  an  explanatory 
letter  published  in  to-day's  Age,  the  hon- 
orable member  admits  that  the  circular  to 
which  I  referred  was  sent  out  by  his  part- 
ner. He  does  not  deny  its  issue.  I  think 
that  he  should  have  read  it  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Archer. — Why  does  not  the  honor- 
able member  read  it?  Apparently  it  is  a 
circular  which  any  business  firm  might  send 
out. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  gave  to  the 
House  last  night  the  statement  reported  in 
the  Warracknabeal  Post.  The  honorable 
member  for  Wimmera  must  remember  tiie 
words  which  be  used  to  me  outside  tiie 
Chamber  after  I  had  fini^ed  my  speedi. 
Those  words  I  can  afford  to  treat  with 
contempt,  while  telling  him  that  if  he  goes 
too  far,  he  may  be  sorry.  If  an  honor- 
.ible  member  is  not  guilty  of  a  charge 
brought  against  him,  he  has  only  to  Clear 
himself  in  the  House;  he  should  not,  by 
the  language  which  he  uses  outside  the 
Chamber,  create  the  impression  that  it 
could  be  substantiated. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Does  the  honorable 
member  suggest  that  it  is  i»x>per  for  any 


one  of  us  to  bring  what  charge  he  likes 
against  his  fellows  without  supporting 
it  by  evidence  ? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  quoted  the 
utterances  of  residents  of  the  district  re- 
presented by  the  honoraUe  member  foe 
Winunera. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — No  doubt  the  hcMiOT- 
able  member  c(msider8  it  a  dishonoraUe 
thing  that  the  honorable  member  for  Wim- 
mera should  be  in  business  I 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— Being  in  business 
he  should  conduct  his  affairs  honorably. 
I  have  been  in  business  since  being  in  poli- 
tics, but  I  am  leady  to  explain  any  action 
of  mine.  I  am  determined  that  bnnrable 
members  shall  not  use  their  privil^es  for 
their  private  profit  They  must  not  make 
money  out  of  politics. 

Mr.  Kbllt. — ^That  sounds  like  a  r^roof 
(o  the  Labour  lawyers 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^And  to  the  Labour 
patent  agmts. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— Does  the  honor- 
able member  for  Parramatta  support  in- 
famous conduct? 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^The  actiwj  com- 
plained of  by  the  honorable  member  could 
be  matched  by  many  things  done  by  honor- 
able members  on  his  side  of  the  Chamber. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Hindmarsh,  having  tnought  for- 
ward what  he  designates  as  a  serious 
charge  against  the  honorable  member  for 
Wimmera,  it  is  due  to  the  dignity  of  the 
House  that  there  should  be  no  display  of 
feeling,  and  no  interjectiois  wbidi  will 
pievent  a  full  statement  of  the  case  from 
both  pcrints  of  view.  I  ask  honorable 
members  to  allow  him  to  say  without  in- 
terruption what  he  has  to  say,  as  T  am  sure 
they  win  allow  the  honorable  member  for 
Wimmera  to  reply  to  him. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— This  is  a  matter 
which  should  be  dealt  with  temperately.  I 
have  given  the  honorable  member  for  Wim- 
mera an  opportunity  to  refute  a  grave 
accusation  against  hiis  honour.  A  number 
of  those  at  the  meeting  to  which  I 
have  referred  received  copies  of  the  circular, 
which  is  said  to  have  commenced,  "Dear 
Sir,  Seeing  that  we  have  secured,"  &c., 
and  to  have  ended,  "Hoping  to  see  you  re- 
instated on  our  list  of  subscribers."  The 
"  we  "  stands  for  the  hraiorable  m«nber  for  1 
Wimmera  and  his  partner.  In  the  letter  I 
appearing  in  to-day's  Age  the  honorable 
member  does  not  deny  that  the  circular  was 
issued,  but  be  says  fh^-hU  mu^;er,  and 
not  he  himselfpij&^qrtApM^Q^fe^it.  It 
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-was  his  duty  to  read  it»  and,  if  he  thought 
that  it  ^ould  not  have  been  issued,  to  re- 
pudiate it.  If  he  thinks  that  his  manager 
^id  wnxig  in  issuing  it,  it  is  mrt  too  late 
now  to  withdraw  and  repudiate  it,  and  I 
hope  that  he  will  take  that  action,  and  thus 
reinstate  himself  in  the  position  which  be- 
comes the  honour  of  a  member  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  Sampson. — It  is  perfectly  true  that 
the  circular  referred  to  was  issued  by  my 
managing  partner,  after  the  mail  service 
was  instituted,  though  I  was  not  aware 
that  it  had  been  issued  until  I  saw  the 
statement  in  the  columns  of  the  newspaper 
quoted  by  the  honorable  member  for  Hind- 
marsh  last  night  I  cannot  see  that  there 
is  anything  to  be  withdrawn.  The  mail 
service  was  instituted  for  the  benefit  of  all 
those  in  the  district.  It  was  authorized  by 
the  Department,  whidi  suffered  no  loss  by 
carrying  it  out.  The  circular  was  issued 
by  my  managing  partner,  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  busmess.  I  am  glad  that,  while 
absent  in  Melbourne  so  much,  I  have  a 
partner  who  is  sufficiently  vigilant  to  look 
■well  after  the  interests  of  mv  business. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— The  honorable 
member  for  Wimmera  seems  to  glory  in  his 
Infamy.    At  that  I  am  astounded. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — His  statement  was  of 
a  distinaly  low  mixal  tone. 

Mr.  HxruE  Cook. — Will  the  honorable 
member  nplain  why  the  Australian  Work- 
ers' Union  compels  its  members  to  buy 
the  Worker  newspaper? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— It  does  not  do  so. 
I  ought  to  know,  as  I  have  been  on  the  exe- 
cutive of  that  body  for  twelve  years,  but  out- 
siders always  seem  to  know  more  of  what 
goes  on  inside  these  industrial  bodies  than 
the  members  themselves  do. 

Mr.  HuUE  Cook. — Does  the  honorable 
member  deny  that  the  subscriptions  are  so 
arranged  that  the  members  Iiave  to  take 
the  paper? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— Of  course  I  deny 
it.  The  subscription  which  the  members 
voluntarily  pay  includes  the  getting  of  a 
copy  of  the  paper.  Dees  the  honorable 
member  know  that  the  price  of  the  annual 
ticket  to  members  of  the  union  was  not 
raised  even  by  a  penny,  and  that  the  paper 
was  given  in  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— 1  cannot  see  that  this 
lias  anything  to  do  with  the  business  of 
the  House.  Will  the  honorable  member 
kindly  proceed  with  his  speech  ? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.  —  honorable 
jnembers,  instead  of   repeating  misrepre- 


sentations from  outside,  would  come  to  me 
I  would  give  them  all  the  infonnatifxi,  be- 
cause we  have  nothing  to  hide.  When  I 
obtained  leave  to  omtinue  my  remarks  last 
night  I  think  I  had  clearly  shown  from  the 
words  of  the  Prime  Minister  himself  that 
there  was  no  justification  whatever  for  the 
fusicHi.  I  quoted  the  Prime  Minister's 
opinion  that  there  was  no  justificatitxi  for 
the  formation  of  any  party,  unless  its 
members  "  sought  the  same  things  by  the 
same  means."  I  showed  that  half  the 
hcmorable  members  on  the  Government  side 
are  seeking  other  things  by  other  means.  I 
regret  that  the  honor^le  member  for  Flin- 
ders is  not  present,  for  I  wish  to  give  fur- 
ther proof,  from  his  own  statements,  that 
there  is  no  cohesion,  and  no  similarity  of 
principles,  to  say  nothing  of  views,  amcmg 
honorable  members  opposite.  The  honoi- 
able  member  for  Flinders  stated  on  22nd 
September,  1908,  as  r^xnrted  in  Hansard, 
page  203— 

I  am  opposed  to  any  attempt  now  to  increase 
our  powers  by  en  amendment  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. 

It  is  the  intention  of  the  Government,  who 
will  shunt  everything  <mi  to  somebody  else,  if 
they  possibly  can,  rather  than  do  their  duty 
themselves,  to  ask  the  State  Governments 
to  give  than  the  power  to  deal  with  the  new 
Protection.  None  of  the  State  Parliaments 
has  the  right  to  hand  over  such  a  power  to 
the  Federal  Parliament.  Only  cme  body 
in  Australia  can  hand  to  the  Federal  Par- 
liament any  power  not  contained  in  the  Cot- 
stitution,  and  that  is  the  people.  I  admit 
that  power  is  given  in  the  Constitution  for  a 
Parliament  to  do  this,  but  that  is 
only  after  they  have  consulted  the 
electors.  It  is  not  within  the  power 
of  any  State  Parliament,  without  a 
breach  of  faith  with  their  constituents,  to 
allow  the  Federal  Government  to  usurp  the 
functi<Hia  of  the  Wages  B<»rds  and  Arl^- 
tration  Courts  of  the  States.  The  honor- 
able member  for  Flinders  is  reported  in  the 
Argus  of  30th  October,  igo6,  to  have  said, 
when  delivering  his  election  speeches,  that — 

He  did  not  believe  in  any  community  of  free 
people  buying  its  defence  by  paying  tribute 
money  to  a  Government  in  which  they  had  no 
representation. 

At  Korumbtkrra  he  said- 
No  nation  ever  became  great  that  bought  its 
defence  by  paying  tribute. 

He  was,  therefore,  opposed  to  the  payment 
of  a  subsidy  to  the  Imperial  Government 
for  nava!  defence.  Yet  honorable  mem- 
bers opposite  say  that  they  "  seek  the  sa" 
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things  by  the  same  means,"  when  they  pro- 
pose to  hand  over  a  larger  share  of  our 
finances  to  the  Imperial  Government  in- 
stead of  building  a  Navy  of  our  own,  in 
spite  of  the  truth  uttered  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Flinders,  that  no  nation  ever 
became  great  by  paying  tribute.  The  hwi- 
orable  member  went  further.  He  described 
the  old-age  pensions  scheme  as  madness.  He 
said  the  States  should  pay  pensions.  Does 
he  intend  to  try  to  destw^  the  Cwnmon- 
wealth  old-age  pensions  scheme,  or  was  he 
simply  fooling  the  people  at  the  last  elec- 
tion ?  He  said  he  would  enter  Parliament 
as  an  independent  m«nber,  but  the  Age 
characteristically  summed  him  up,  no  later 
than  the  i8th  May  of  this  year,  in  these 
WOTds — 

Mr.  Irvine  stands  for  everything  the  capitalist 
Itolds  dear  and  the  toiler  detests.  There  is 
evciything  to  prevent  a  fusion  of  men  like  the 
meiTiber  for  Flioders  with  any  party  which  has 
just  views  towards  (he  worker  and  wage-earner. 

.  What  hope  ha%-e  the  workers  and  wage- 
earners  from  a  fusicKi  with  an  h(xiorable 
member  who  actually  took  away  the  rights 
of  citizenship  of  a  large  section  of  the 
people  of  Victoria,  and  would  have  no  hesi- 
tation in  doing  the  same  again  ?  Is  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Flinders  "seeking  the 
same  things  by  the  same  means ' '  as  those 
h<»iorable  members  opposite,  who  have  been 
practically  elected  through  the  influence  of 
the  Age,  and  who  have  voiced  the  views  of 
the  Age  year  after  year,  especially  in  legard 
to  Protection?  What  do  they  think  of  the 
tuxiorable  member  for  Flinders,  who  is 
against  the  new  Protectiwi,  and  was  against 
the  payment  of  a  subsidy  to  the  Imperial 
Government,  and,  in  fact,  against  everj'- 
thing  that  he  now  professes  with  his  col- 
leagues to  be  in  favour  of  doing  ?  Is  it  not 
high  time  that  his  constituents  were  given 
an  opportunity  to  say  whf  ther  they  approve 
of  his  divergency  from  the  principles  which 
be  professed  before  them  only  a  short  while 
ago?  The  hon(»-able  member  for  Bourke  is 
now  associated  with  a  man  who  was  said  by 
the  Age  to  "stand  for  everything  that  the 
capitalist  holds  dear  and  the  toiler  de 
tests."  There  is  everything  to  prevent  the 
fu«;ion  of  the  honorable  member  for  Bourke 
with  men  like  that.  I  hope  the  honorable 
member  is  proud  of  his  connexion.  Has  he 
accepted  the  views  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Flinders,  or  has  the  hwiorable  mem- 
ber for  Flinders  accepted  his?  Which 
policv  is  to  be  carried  out  ?  Tt  is  not  shown 
in  the  Ministerial  statement.  We  have  heard 
"<•  far  nothing  from  the  Government  with 
lit.  HuteMton. 


regard  to  the  most  impCHtant  questicxi  of 
finance.    We  have  a  right   to  know  the 
policy  of  the  Government  on  that  question. 
Not  only  should  it  have  been  placed  befote 
us  in-  the  Ministerial  statement,  but  the 
Prime  Minister  should  have  given  us  the 
fullest  information  as  to  whnt  is  proposed 
to  be  d(»ie.    Instead  of  carrying  out  the 
policy  of  his  own  party,  or  the  scheme 
drawn  up  by  the  honorable   member  for 
Memda — a  scheme  that  could  probably  be 
improved  upon,  but  which  was  at  any  rate 
the  foundatiiMi  of  the  true  method  of  deal- 
ing with  the  State  debts — the  Government 
make  no  proposal  to  take  over  the  debts. 
Does  that  meet  with  the  approval  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Mernda  ?    Does  he 
not  know  that  it  is  a  huge  blunder  to  go  on 
mixing  up  the  fmaiices  of  the  States  and 
the  Commonwealth  for  a  further  period  of 
five  years?    The  cmly  effect  will  be  to  in- 
crease the  anti-Federal  feeling  that  is  un- 
fortunately too  strong  at  present.  The  Go- 
vernment policy  is  to  do  everything  to  placate 
the  States,  and  to  prevent  the  carrying  out 
of  those  great  works  in  which  the  Prime 
Minister  professes  so  strongly  to  believe. 
Where  is  he  to  ^et  the  money  to  btiild  the 
Western  Australian  railway,  or  to  people 
the  Northern  Toritory,  or  to  carry  out  any 
of  those  other  great  schemes  that  have  been 
simmering  in  the  minds  of  honorable  mem- 
bers for  years?    These  are  further  away 
to-day  than  ever,  on  account  of  millions 
of  pounds  having  been  handed  over  to  the 
States  that  ought  to  have  been  used  for 
our  Defence  and    Post    and  Telegraph 
Departments.    It  is  high  time  we  had  a 
Treasurer  who  knows  something  about  the 
duties  he  is  called  upon  to  perform,  and 
who  is  able  to  tell  the  House,  "  There  are 
the  things  we  propose  to  do;  here  is  the 
way  to  find  the  nroney."   The  ^^2,000,000 
that  the  Prime  Minister  has  so  generously 
offered  to  present  lo  a  cotmtry  that  does 
not  want  it,  because  the  Imperial  Govern- 
ment say  that  the  strengthwiing  of  the  Em- 
pire can  best  be  brought  about  by  the  crea- 
tion of  fresh  centres  of  strength  in  the 
Empire,  would  have  placed  the  Post  and 
Telegraph  Department  upon  an  efficient 
footing,  and  made  it  one  of  the  finest  ser- 
vices in  the  world.    The  Firfwr  Gown- 
ment  wanted  to  create  a  fresh  centre  of 
strength  within  the  Empire  by  establishing 
otir  own  navy,  and  honorable  members  op- 
posite are  going  to  prevent  that.  We  know, 
although  it  is  not  definitely  announced  in 
the  Ministerial  statement,  that  the  Govern- 
ment intend  to  adopt  the  good  old  policy  of 
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bonov,  with  tlie  same  result  as  has  f<A- 
lowed  in  every  country  where  borrowing  has 
been  carxied  to  any  great  extent.  The  three 
great  curses  of  a  countiy  are  land  monopoly, 
borrowing,  and  absenteeism.  There  is  not 
a  word  in  the  Government  programme  about 
dealing  with  absentees.  Absenteeism  has 
been  the  curse,  not  only  of  Ireland  and  Scot- 
•Inndf  but  of  every  country.  Tne  Govern- 
ment make  no  proposal  to  deal  with  those 
men  who  contribute  so  little  to  the  revenue 
of  the  country,  and  draw  so  much  of  its 
resources  to  other  lands^  Why  should  they 
not  be  called  upcm  to  contribute  all  that 
is  necessary  (or  the  defence  of  the  Com- 
mimwealth  if  they  pay  so  little  in  other 
directions?  Surely  they  can  afford  to  pay 
a  good  deal  tmvards  the  defence  of  pro- 
perty that  they  ought  never  to  have  been 
allowed  to  m(»iopolise?  Before  dealing  with 
the  question  of  the  caucus,  as  I  promised 
last  night,  I  propose  to  deal  with  some  of 
the  platfmns  of  honorable  members  o;^- 
site.  They  cannot  hoodwink  the  House 
that  they  represent  only  one  platform.  The 
right  honorable  member  for  East  Sydney 
and  the  honorable  member  for  Farkes 
have  not  taken  the  trouble  to  put  a  foot  in- 
side this  Chamber  to  support  the  Govern- 
ment since  the  fusion  was  brought  about. 
Does  the  haiorable  member  for  Bourke  or 
the  honorable  member  f<H-  Batman,  or  the 
honorable  member  fcH-  Corio,  believe  that 
the  hontxable  member  for  Parkes  will  help 
them  to  get  the  new  Protection  ?  Is  he  go- 
ing to  burn  all  the  books  and  pamphlets 
that  he  has  published  about  freedom  of 
contract?  I  saw  one  of  thrai  on  sale  in  a 
bookseller's  shop  in  Adelaide  the  other  day 
for  the  reduced  price  of  is.  I  doubt  if  it 
got  a  buyer,  but  the  honorable  member's 
feelings  and  views  are  precisely  the  same 
to-day  as  they  were  years  ago.  He  is  a  con- 
sistent individualist,  and  to  that  extent  I 
admire  him.  So  strong  is  his  individualism 
that  he  has  laid  it  down  in,  I  think,  fifteen 
planks,  some  of  which  I  will  quote  to  show 
the  class  of  men  with  whCHu  honorable 
members  opposite  have  now  associated  them- 
selves. If  honorable  members  will  look  at 
the  Brisbane  Daily  Mail  of  8th  July,  1908, 
they  will  find  that  the  first  plank'  in  the 
platform  of  the  htHiorable  member  fat 
Parkes  is — 

I.  Free  British  and  European  immigration. 

Ts  that  the  policy  of  the  present  Govem- 
ment  ?  The  honorable  member  dare  not 
reply  to  questi<ms  of  that  kind.  Has  the 
hcxiorable  member  for  Parkes  said  that  he 


is  now  against  free  immigraticm  ?  There 
is  still  no  reply ;  but  the  country  will  reply 
when  it  gets  the  opportunity  it  ought  to 
have  at  once.  Is  it  surprising  that  there 
is  no  confidence  in  the  Government  on  this 
side,  when  we  find  one  Minister  and  sup- 
porter after  another  uttering  diametrically 
opposed  views?  Then  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Parkes  says — 

The  early  removal  from  the  Federal  statute- 
book  of  all  provisions  which  prevent  the  free 
access  to  Australia  of  white  British  and  Euro- 
pean citizens  and  their  families,  whether  with 
or  without  captUi,  provided  tbey  are  healthy 
in  body  and  mind,  and  apparently  capable  of 
earning  tbeir  livelihood. 

What  Socialistic  legislation  have  we  to-day 
that  any  htmdrable  member  opposite  is  pre- 
pared to  amend?  Perhaps  the  honorable 
member  for  Echuca  can  tell  me.  Will  that 
honorable  member  swallow  what  the  honor- 
able member  for  Parkes  advocates?  The 
House  and  the  country  have  a  right  to  an 
answer,  but  the  honwable  member  dare  not 
opoi  his  mouth,  though  he  and  those  with 
him  talk  of  the  caucus  methods  of  the 
Labour  party.  On  the  contrary,  I  can 
speak  my  mind,  as  I  have  always  done. 
Perhaps  the  honcffable  member  for  Moreton 
will  give  us  the  information. 

Mr,  SiNCLAnt. — I  shall  by-and-by. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— And  I  shall  listen 
with  the  greatest  interest.  The  honOTable 
member  for  Parkes  £oes  on  to  say— 

The  gradual  and  judicious  amendment  or  re- 
moval from  \be  Federal  statute-book  of  those  in. 
jurious  Socialistic  hindrances  to  the  progress 
and  expansion  of  Australian  commerce  and  in- 
dustry by  which  the  investment  of  capital,  the 
employment  of  the  people,  and  the  development 
of  Australiut  resources,  hare  been  retarded  or 
restricted. 

This  means  away  with  such  Socialism  as  we 
now  have.  With  such  a  platform  it  will 
be  impossible  to  establish  an  agricultural 
bureau ;  and  it  would  mean  the  destruction 
of  our  meteorological,  statistical,  postal, 
and  Customs  departments.  I  should  cer- 
tainly like  the  honorable  member  for  Mwe- 
ton  to  explain  whether  he  agrees,  and  is  in 
league,  with  the  honoraUe  member  for 
Parkes. 

Mr.  Sinclair. — I  shall  speak  foi  my- 
self, not  the  honorable  member  for  Parkes. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— The  pUtform  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Parkes  con- 
tinues— 

The  maintenance  of  popular  freedom,  the  up- 
holdini;  of  the  time-honoared  and  sacred  prin- 
ciples of  individual  freedom  and  private  enter* 
pnse  wherever  practicable  and  Ojmpatible  with 
the  welfare  of  the  ^l^ole  ^ecmmnnU*.  .  ,  . 
A  judicious  modiiofitiM  b^k^Q(9MA  av* 
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unsound  rule  laid  down  by  tbe  Labour  party, 
and  hitherto  followed  by  all  Governments  which 
have  depended  upon  the  support  of  that  party — 
that  all  Commonwealth  expenditure,  whether  for 
current  expenses  of  frovemmeut,  or  for  actual 
capital  expenditure,  should  be  paid  from  year 
to  year  out  of  current  revenue,  and  ■  the  substi- 
tution for  that  hard  and  fast  rule  of  a  more 
•  correct  and  oationally  just  practice,  by  which 
public  expenditure  for  permanent  "capital" 
purposes  shoald  be  paid  for  out  of  "loon " 
monevs  TBised  for  such  purposes,  and  the  result- 
ing obligation  passed  cmi,  together  with  the  per- 
manent assets  by  which  such  loans  are  repre- 
sented. 

That  is  the  programme  of  a  suppcater  of 

the  Government.  The  honorable  member 
for  Parkes  is  going  to  insist  on  a  borrow- 
ing policy ;  or  has  he  done,  what  I  do  not 
believe  he  could  be  induced  to  do,  namely, 
forsworn  the  views  he  has  expressed  ?  The 
honorable  member  goes  on  to  declare  that 
he  is  opposed  to — 

duplicating  compulsory  arbitration  machinery^ 
in  order  to  secure  a  choice  of  alterna- 
tive awards  in  regard  to  wages  and  conditions 
of  labour,  whilst  the  awards  of  the  State  ATbi> 
tration  Courts  that  had  not  proved  satisfactory 
to  trades  union  standards  were  being  ignored 
and  treated  with  contempt. 

Has  the  Prime  Minister  obtained  the  per- 
missicm  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Parkes  to  say  that  the  latter  will  support 
a  unicm  label,  or,  what  is  mote  likely,  to 
declare  that  we  shall  hear  no  more  of  that 
proposal?  Perhaps  the  object  has  been 
achieved ;  and,  after  the  workers  have  been 
led  to  believe  they  will  get  a  union  label, 
the  whole  project  is  to  be  dropped.  Could 
there  be  any  clearer  evidence  of  insincerity 
on  the  part  of  the  Prime  Minister  and  his 
colleagues?  When  we  on  this  side  happen 
to  be  strong  enough,  not  only  to  form  a 
Government,  but  to  carry  our  meastires, 
we  may  make  blunders,  though,  as  a  fact, 
we  cannot  have  made  many  up  to  the  pre- 
sent, or  we  should  have  heard  more  about 
than.  But  if  we  find  that  we  have  carried 
a  measure  that  does  not  do  what  it  pro- 
fesses to  do,  two  or  three  weeks  will  not 
elapse  before  it  will  be  altered  and  made 
effective.  How  different  is  that  iiom  the 
policy  of  the  present  Government?  It  has 
taken  time  and  ex.nerience  to  show  the  coun- 
try that  the  Government  are  not  in  favour 
of  such  legislation  as  that  mentioned  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Parkes,  and  that 
when  they  had  the  opportunity  to  pass  it, 
they  put  it  in  such  a  form  as  to  utterly 
destroy  its  effectiveness.  Up  to  the  pre- 
sent I  have  dealt  only  with  the  platform 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Parkes;  but 
there  are  others.   We  have  a  Naticmal  De- 
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fence  League  in  South  Australia,  which  for- 
merly was  popularly  known  as  the  *'  Na- 
tional Ass." — so  well  known  as  the  latto* 
that  it  was  necessary  to  alter  the  name — and 
that  body  has  issu^  a  Federal  programme. 
Honorable  members  in  another  place — 
though  I  am  happy  to  say  not  many — and 
the  Attorney-General  in  this  Chamber,  re- 
ceived the  suppOTt  of  that  Assodation ;  and 
here  is  its  programme  for  1908 — 

To  maintain  and  protect  the  constitutional 
rights  of  the  States,  and  to  defend  the  interests 
of  the  States  against  improper  encroachments. 

I  have  never  known  the  Commcmwealth 
Parliament  attempt  to  make  any  improper 
encroachments  oa  State  rights — indeed,  it  is 
utterly  impo!sible  to  do  M>  in  face  of  the 
High  Court.  The  programme  of  the 
National  Defence  League  proceeds — 

To  support  tbe  continuance  of  the  Braddon 
clause  of  the  Constitution,  allocating  not  more 
than  one-fourth  of  the  net  revenue  of  Customs 
and  Excise  duties  to  Commonwealth  expenditure, 
and  conserving  the  balance  to  the  States,  or,  in 
its  place,  to  support  some  equitable  arraagement, 
securing  to  the  States  an  equivalent  imder  such 
clause. 

This  is  the  programme  that  the  Attorney- 
General  and  some  members  of  another  place 

from  South  Australia  will  be  asked  to  sup- 
port at  the  next  election.  They  will  be 
asked  to  make  the  Braddon  blot  permanent, 
and  thus  cripple  the  finances  of  the  Com- 
monwealth. I  am  sorry  that  the  Attomey- 
G«ieral  is  not  in  his  place;  but  the  only 
sense  of  shame  on  the  part  of  honorable 
members  opposite  is  shown  in  the  fact  that 
they  dare  not  remain  to  hear  the  truth. 

Mr.  Bamford. — That  is  scanething  to  be 
said  for  them,  anyhow. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— It  is  something 
for  which  the  country  ought  to  be  thankful. 
The  platform  goes  on— 

To  amend  the  Arbitration  Act  by  providing 
for  conciliation  before  compulsion,  both  the 
Courts  of  Conciliation  and  Arbitration  to  be 
presided  over  by  the  same  Judge. 

Truly,  I  never  saw  such  a  confusion  of  plat- 
forms in  my  life !  I  have  not  with  roe  a 
copy  of  the  Orange  platfcMin,  nor  do  I  know 
quite  how  many  platfcHms  there  are ;  btit  I 
have  here  the  Lu>eral  platform  which  was 
issued,  with  a  great  0ourish,  a  few  days  be- 
fore the  fusion.  I  shall  not  read  the  eight 
planks  of  which  it  consists,  but  merely  what 
the  Melbourne  Age  said  in  regard  to  them 
under  the  headings — 

The  Official  Platform.  Democrntir  Legisla- 
tion. Protection  for  Producers,  Workers,  and 
Consumers.  Universal  Training  and  Local 
Navy.    Far-reaching  Electoral  Reforms. 
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At  the  bottom  the  Age  says — and,  mark 
you,  the  platform  is  in  black  type,  which 
might  be  taken  as  prophetic — 

This  platfonn  may  be  taken  as  the  irredu- 
cible minimum  of  the  party's  demands  on  the 
country  and  Parliament. 

And  yet,  only  a  day  or  two  afterwards  the. 
programme  was  cut  down  by  one  half !  I 
have  no  desire  to  detain  the  House  at  any 
length,  but  I  made  a  promise  last  night  that 
I  would  lay  bare  the  methods  of  the  Labour 
caucus ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  I  shall  show 
the  misrepresentation  of  honorable  mem- 
bers opposite  in  this  ccmnexicm.  In  the 
Adelaide  Register  of  6tb  March  this  year, 
the  h<»iorable  membn  for  North  Sydney  is 
repented  as  saying — 

Democracy  meant  that  the  rule  of  the  ma- 
jority should  have  force  in  the  Legislature,  but, 
with  a  caucus,  these  was  an  extraordinary  rule. 

I  ask  honorable  members  to  listen,  because 
I  propose  to  enable  them  to  know  as  much 
about  the  caucus  as  I  do  myself — 

There  might  be  a  mensure  brought  forward  of 
which  forty-nine  members  were  in  favour  and 
twenty-five  against.  The  caucus  met,  and  by 
fourteen  to  thirteen  decided  against  it,  and  the 
twenty-seven  members  of  the  caucus,  therefore, 
woald  have  to  vote  against  it,  and  the  measure 
would  consequently  be  defeated  by  fifty-two 
to  twenty-two.  Was  not  that  an  insidious  de- 
sign to  undermine  the  constitutional  system? 

That  is  a  most  unwarrantable  misstatement 
of  facts,  because  such  a  thing  is  impossible 
in  the  Labour  caucus.  We  are  elected  on 
a  platform,  which  constitutes  our  pledges 
to  the  people ;  and,  if  we  were  to  go  back 
on  one  plank,  we  should  put  ourselves  in  the 
same  dishcmorable  position  as  that  occupied 
by  some  honorable  members  <^posite.  We 
stand  by  our  platform,  because  we  haw 
promised  to  do  so — a  prmnise  put  in  writ- 
ing, so  that  the  world  may  understand — and 
no  member  of  the  Labour  partv  dare  go 
outside  one  of  the  pledges.  What  does 
transpire  in  caucus?  Scores  of  questions 
beyond  those  in  the  Labour  platform  come 
before  Parliament ;  and  the  hcmorable  mem- 
ber for  North  Sydney,  like  the  Prime  Min- 
ister and  the  honorable  member  for  Bourke, 
have  led  the  people  to  believe  that, 
when  any  measure  is  submitted,  it  is  taken 
into  caucus,  and,  after  discussicm  and  ar- 
riving p.t  a  decision.  Labour  members  ccune 
into  the  House  and  vote  solidly. 

Mr.  Palmer. — How  is  a  decision  ar- 
rived at? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— There  never  was 
a  decision  arrived  at  in  caucus  yet  on  anv 
measure  outside  the  platform.  No  such 
measure  was  ever  discussed  or  voted  on. 


Mr.  Palmer. — Nonsense  I 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— Does  the  honor- 
able member  mean  to  say  that  I  am  a  liar? 
When  I  speak  here  I  tell  the  truth. 

Mr.  Palmer.— I  think  the  honorable 
member  is  very  funny  ! 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— Well*,  the  honor- 
able member  is — I  shall  not  say  what; 
but  I  regard  him  as  a  Irnig  way  beneath  c«i- 
tempt.  I  know  that  the  htmorable  mem- 
ber for  Flinders  and  other  honorable  mem- 
bers will  accept  my  word.  It  will 
be  supported  by  evety  member  of 
the  party.  In  no  instance  do  we  take  .7 
vote  in  the  caucus  on  any  question  outside 
our  platform.  Indeed,  '  a  proposal  to  do 
so  would  be  resented  by  us.  If,  however, 
a  measure  affectmg  a  plank  in  our  platform 
is  brought  before  Parliament,  we  discuss 
in  caucus  the  best  method  of  giving  effect" 
to  that  plank.  We  often  have  different 
views  as  to  the  extent  to  which  a  measure 
may  affect  our  platform,  and  we  take  a  vote 
to  determine  the  best  method  of  giving 
effect  to  our  pledges.  Yet  we  find  the  hon- 
orable member  fo:  Bourke,  to  whom  the 
methods  of  the  cauais  should  be  no  secret, 
wilfully  misrepresenting  us.  He  said  re- 
cently : — 

The  caucus  system  of  the  Labour  party  inter- 
fered with  personal  liberty  and  poHtical  f ree- 
domj  and  tne  instance  I  gave  related  to  the 
overthrow  of  the  Deakin  Government,  when,  as 
IS  well-known,  a  substantial  minority  of  the 
Labour  party  was  against  any  change;  but,  a 
majority  in  caucus  having  determined  to  put  the 
Government  out,  all  members  were  compelled 
to  vote  the  one  way. 

Will  the  honorable  member  apologize  to  the 
people  for  this  misrepresentation  of  the 
caucus,  when  I  tell  him  that  every  mem- 
ber of  our  party  was  free  to  vote  as  he 
pleased  with  regard  to  the  fate  of  that  Go- 
wmment?  He  went  further,  and,  refer-, 
ring  to  the  Home  Rule  resoluticwi  passed  in 
this  House,  said  : — 

_  In  this  case,  as  in  the  one  I  have  just  men-- 
tioned,  notwithstanding  that  several  members 
were  known  to  be  adverse  to  the  proposition,  yet 
every  one  of  them  eventually  recorded  his  vote 
in  its  favour. 

When  I  tell  the  honorable  member  that  the. 
question  of  Home  Rule  was  never  men-, 
tioned  in  the  caucus,  will  he  apolt^ize  to! 
the  people  for  his  wicked  misrepresenta- 
titms  ?   We  find  in  him  an  hcmorable  mem- 
ber who  is  caucus-bound,  twigue-bound, 
shackled  in  every  way.  and  who  dare  not  ex- 
press his  views  as  long  as  the  present  fusion 
lasts.    It  would  appear  that  what  is  a  vice 
on  the  part  of  tfe^;,^^^^tQ©^te  virtue 
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in  the  party  to  which  the  honorable  mem- 
ber belongs.  Is  he  aware  (.hat  in  South 
Australia  the  Farmers  and  Producers'  Poli- 
tical Union  and  the  National  Liberal 
League,  which  act  together,  require  intend- 
ing candidates  to  give  a  pledge  that  if  they 
are  not  selected,  they  will  stand  down? 

Mr.  Hans  Isvink. — That  is  not  done  in 
this  State. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— What  has  that  to 
do  with  my  statonent  that  it  is  6ooe  in  an- 
other part  of  the  Commonwealth?  Re- 
cently certain  correspondence  appeared  in 
the  South  Australian  press.  Mr.  Charles- 
ton, at  one  time  a  member  of  the  Senate, 
and  who  ratted  from  the  Labour  party,  is  the 
secretary  and  organizer  of  the  Farmers  and 
Producers'  Political  Union,  and  he  wrote 
a  letter  to  the  press,  pointing  out  that  any- 
one seeking  to  become  a  candidate  for  Par- 
liament had  to  pledge  himself  that  he  would 
not  stand  if  he  were  not  selected  by  the 
union.  A  few  weeks  ago  a  vacancy  occurred 
in  the  State  Parliament,  and  a  practical 
farmer — a  Mr.  Hannaford— offered  him- 
self for  selection.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Farmers  and  Producers'  Political 
Union,  but  he  had  to  submit  himself  for 
.^election,  not  only  by  the  union,  but  by 
the  National  Liberal  League.  Another  can- 
^lidate  was  a  son-in-law  of  Mr.  John  Dar- 
ling, and  the  result  was  that  the  city  law- 
yer was  selected,  and  the  practical  farmer 
was  compelled  b)  his  pledge  to  stand  down. 
1  hope  btxiorable  members  opposite  will,  in 
view  of  this  fact,  ior  ever  keep  their  mouths 
closed  in  legard  to  the  Labour  caucus,  and 
refrain  from  further  misrepresenting  it.  I 
am  glad  that  their  caucus  is  cf^ying  our 
methods,  and  trust  that  they  will  continue 
to  copy  that  which  is  good.  Let  us  have 
no  rtioce  of  this  misrepresentation.  The  hon- 
orable member  for  Bourke,  however,  would 
rather  repeat  than  withdraw  his  mis- 
rei^esentation  of  our  party.  That  is 
a  course  of  conduct  to  which  I 
stnmgiy  object.  If  I  cannot  be  re- 
turned to  the  House  on  the  oxivictions 
that  I  hold,  and  by  a  truthful  criticism  of 
my  oppcmeols,  I  ilu  not  wish  to  be  re 
elected.  Horjorable  members  opposite,  how- 
ever, know  that  they  could  not  hope  for 
election  if  they  told  the  truth  of  the  Labour 
parly.    They  live  on  misrepresentation. 

Mr.  Palmkr. — How  high  is  the  pedestal 
on  which  the  honarible  memlter  stands? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— Not  high  enough 
for  the  honorable  member  to  stand  on  and 
look  Mke  a  man.  I  would  scorn  to  deal 
unfairly  with  any  honorable  member.  I 


have  now  a  few  comments  to  offer  regarding 
the  tactics  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Batman,  some  of  whose  constituents  I  had 
the  pleasure  of  addressing  not  long  ago. 
Quite  recently  the  honorable  member  said 
that  the  Labour  party's  constitution  was  "a 
menace  to  the  country."  Yet  this  miser- 
able, trembling,  wretched  creature  wished 
to  join  our  party,  and  would  have  jkuied 
it  if  by  doing  so  he  could  make  his  elec- 
tion sure.  He  was  quite  willing  to  becooie 
a  member  of  a  party  whose  omstitution, 
according  to  him,  is  a  menace  to  the  coun- 
try, provided  that  it  would  em^Ie  bun  to 
secure  his  seat.  I  am  glad,  however,  to 
say  that  our  party  will  have  nothing  to  do 
with  such  miserable  creatures.  The  hcmor- 
able  member  may  repeat  his  misrepresenta- 
tions if  he  pleases. 

Mr.  Coon. — That  was  rfot  a  misrepresen- 
tation.   It  was  a  fact. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON— Thai,  again,  we 
had  the  honorable  member  for  Dallev  in 
this  House  the  other  day  parading  his  free- 
dom, and  saying  that  he  could  not  belong 
to  the  Labour  party,  since  if  he  were  a 
membo-  of  it  he  would  have  no  freedom. 
In  almost  the  next  breath  he  gloried  in  the 
strength  of  the  Orange  machine,  which,  he 
declared,  was  going  to  sweep  the  polls  next 
year.  He  is  bound  to  that  machine,  body 
and  soul ;  he  has  taken  the  most  solemn 
oath  that  a  man  could  possibly  take  to  act 
as  that  machine  desires  him  to  do.  These 
are  the  men  who  talk  of  freedom.  Is  it 
any  wonder  that  we  have  no  confid«)ce  in 
the  Goverimient,  and  in  those  who  sit  be- 
hind them?  They  hare  done  what  a  few 
years  ago  was  thought  to  be  impossible; 
thev  ha^-e  created  a  class  war. 

Dr.  Wilson.— Mo. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  have  shown  that 
the  Coalition  consists  of  honorable  members 
whose  political  principles  are  not  in  acaxd. 
Out  of  their  own  mouths  I  have  convicted 
them.  They  have  joined  forces  to  down  the 
re[H^»entatives  of  the  masses,  to  create  a 
class  war,  and  to  see  that  the  privileges  of 
the  mcHiopolists  are  upheld  for  ever.  Yet 
they  used  to  charge  us  with  being  anxious 
to  see  a  class  war.  I  regret  that  they 
should  have  banded  together  for  so  un- 
worthy a  purpose— to  "  down  "  the  Labour 
party,  and  to  secure  for  themselves  as 
many  positions  as  possible. 

Mr.  Coon. — Did  not  the  honorable  nr»em- 
ber  join  with  another  party  to  "down"  the 
Deakin  Ministry? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— Yes^andl J  am 
sorry  that  we  didDBbP*tMdWft**4glfr  long 
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ago.  If  I  had  had  ray  way,  we  should 
have  done  so.  The  Prime  Minister  de- 
clared that  the  Parliament  should  have  been 
called  together  much  earlier  than  it  was, 
but  as  soon  as  tiie  Fisher  Government  was 
assassinated  he  desired  an  adjournment  of 
diree  weeks  to  enable  him  to  bring  fwward 
sranething  of  the  programme  of  which  he 
had  been  talking  since  1903.  The  real  rea- 
son why  he  asked  for  the  adjournment  was, 
however,  to  enable  him  to  bring  together 
his  colleagues  and  as  many  as  possible  be- 
hind him,  in  order  that  he  might  explain 
that  he  was  going  to  attempt  to  do  some- 
thing, but  would  really  do  nothing.  If  the 
Labour  party  were  again  to  ccwne  into 
powCT,  they  would  be  able  within  a  few 
hours  to  put  their  policy  before  the  House. 
The  Prime  Minister  wasted  three  weeks — 
notvrithstanding  that  he  professed  to  be 
ansious  that  Parliament  should  meet  mudi 
earlier  than  it  did  in  order  to  bring  down  a 
programme,  which,  he  says,  dates  back  to 
1903.  He  will  be  talking  about  it  in  1950 
if  he  is  still  alive,  for  little  of  it  will  be 
on  the  statute-book  if  he  has  to  rely  on 
the  support  of  those  now  behind  him.  The 
Prime  Minister  has  also  been  guilty  of  mis- 
representing the  Labour  caucus.  Well  do 
T  remember  the  speech  w  hich  he  (delivered 
in  legard  to  it  at  Ballarat  some  ^ears  ago. 
Later  on,  when  Parliament  met,  I  dealt 
with  clause  after  clause  of  ihat  speech,  and 
excluded  by  telling  the  honorable  gentle- 
man that  he  had  been  guilty  of  misrepre- 
sentation that  would  shame  a  Turk.  I  re- 
peat that  statement.  Why  loes  not  the 
honorable  member  go  now  to  Ballarat,  and 
make  a  speech  on  the  fusion?  He  dare 
not.    I  challenge  him  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Frazer. — If  he  does  ho?d  a  meeting 
there,  he  will  have  to  issue  tickets,  and  ap- 
pant  doorkeepers. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— He  will  have  to  do 
more — he  will  have  to  see  that  careful 
supervision  is  exercised  over  the  issue  of 
those  tickets.  I  doubt  A^hether  he  woulJ 
find  in  Ballarat  enough  men  ready  to  attend 
his  meeting,  unless  he  issued  scMne  tickets 
to  those  who  were  prepared  to  express 
their  opinions  of  the  arch  political  traitor. 
The  honorable  member  for  Ballarat  is  fond 
of  speaking.  Nothing  pleases  him  better 
than  to  deliver  addresses.  But  not  at  Bal- 
larat. I  invite  him  to  speak  in  iqy  con- 
stituency, or  in  the  Adelaide  Town  HalL 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^When  is  the  honar- 
ftble  monber  going  to  stop  speaking? 


Mr.  HUTCHISON.— The  Minister  of 
Defence  is  respcaisible  for  my  speech.  He 
is  the  cause  of  much  of  it.  Were  it  other- 
wise, I  should  have  finished  laig  since.  I 
wish  the  countrj'  to  know  the  character  of 
the  man  who  asks  me  to  stop ;  the  ex-Labour 
leader,  the  ex-miners'  secretary,  the  ex-Pro- 
tecticmist,  the  ex-Republican,  the  ex-Free 
Trader,  and  the  present  Nothing-in-par- 
ticular. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — That  is  very  good. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  wish  to  let  the 
country  know  the  character  of  the  honor- 
able member  and  his  fellows.  In  dping  that 
I  have  used  their  own  language;  I  have 
been  careful  not  to  misrepresent  them. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber might  well  compress  his  remarks  a 
little. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— As  it  may  console 
the  Minister,  let  me  say  that  I  shall  soon 
bring  my  speech  to  a  CMiclusiwi.  The 
handwriting  is  on  the  wall.  U  is  only  two 
and  a  half  years  since  this  Parliament  was 
elected,  and  during  that  time  there  have 
been  general  elections  for  each  of  the  Par- 
liaments of  the  States,  and  one  Federal 
election,  by  which  the  Labour  partv  has 
gained  no  fewer  than  thirty-five  seats,  its 
gains  being — in  the  New  South  Wales  Par- 
liament seven  members,  in  that  of  Victoria 
six,  in  that  of  Queensland  six,  in  that  of 
Western  Australia  five,  in  that  of  South 
Australia  five,  in  that  of  Tasmania  five, 
and  in  this  Parliament  one.  Could  there 
be  clearer  evidence  that  the  country  is  in 
sympathy  with  the  Labour  party?  I  am 
not  afraid  of  what  may  happen  at  the  next 
elections.  The  other  day  the  Leader  of  the 
the  Labour  party  in  New  South  Wales,  Mr. 
McGowen,  was  imported  to  have  made  this 
remarkable  statement — 

The  total  wealth  of  Australia  amounted  to 
/376,ooo,ooo.  Of  this  1,000  persoDs  owned  one- 
third,  3,000  one-half,  and  10,852  two-thirds  of 
the  wealth.  It  was  recorded  in  the  official  Year- 
Book  of  1904-5;  that  553,466  persons  owned  no- 
thing that  could  be  valued.  What  a  terrible 
thing  to  say  of  a  population  of  749,300  adults. 
Yet  the  State  book  asserted  that  we  arc  better 
oS  than  any  other  country  in  the  world  as  far 
as  wealth  is  concerned.  The  average  earnings  of 
all  producers  is  /63  5s.  8d.,  and  the  value  of 
their  production  ^£147  6s.  8d.,  leaving  a  differ- 
ence of  IS.  that  goes  into  the  pockets  of 
some  other  person  than  the  producer.  Allow 
from  this  reasonable  interest  on  capital  cost  of 
raw  material,  and  tent  of  land  and  buildings, 
and  a  very  la^e  margia  is^ill  left. 

Mr.  WiLKS.-««^i^«eQi(£>id6l^  share. 
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Mr.  HUTCHISON.— If  the  honorable 
member  comes  over  to  this  side  of  the 
Chamber,  we  shall  help  him  to  get  it. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  understand  that 
every  member  of  the  Labour  party  has  his 
fuil  share. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  hope  so.  At 
any  rate,  we  on  this  side  are  contented,  and 
that  is  what  honorable  members  opposite 
are  not.  What  is  to  be  said  of  a  policy 
which  has  brought  about  the  condition  of 
things  just  described,  in  the  richest  coun- 
try in  the  world? 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Notwithstanding 
fifteen  years  of  the  Labour- Socialists'  rule  ! 

Mr.  Palmer. — What  would  be  the  in- 
come of  each  adult  if  there  were  an  equal 
distribution  of  wealth ;  would  it  not  be  less 
than  ;^2oo  a  year? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— The  honorable 
member  can  make  the  calculation  for  him- 
self. If  every  m«nber  of  the  oxnmunity 
received  ;^2oo  a  year,  the  inccxne  of  my 
family  would  be  j£i,6oo,  so  that  I  (X>uld 
not  complain  of  the  arrangement.  But 
we,  on  this  side,  do  not  talk  of  "  divid- 
ing up."  We  liave  no  desire  to  take  from 
any  one  a  penny  of  that  which  belongs  to 
him. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Does  not  the  ex- 
Postmaster- General  say  that  he  is  a  Com- 
munist ? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  do  not  think 
that  any  member  of  the  Labour  party  has 
declared  himself  to  be  a  Communist.  Christ 
was  a  C(Mnmunist ;  his  immediate  followers 
held  all  things  in  common.  The  Minister 
of  Defence  is  opposed  to  the  policy  of  Jesus 
Christ,  whom  each  Sunday  he  professes  to 
reverence.  I  wish  to  carry  out  that  policy, 
but,  unfortunately,  the  age  and  the  people 
are  not  ripe  fcH*  cnnpiete  Socialism.  Social- 
ism is  quite  different  from  Communism. 
It  means  that  each  shall  be  rewarded  ac- 
cording to  the  work  he  does,  whereas  Com- 
munism means  that  each  shall  receive  ac- 
cording to  his  needs  and  contribute 
according  to  his  ability,  so  far  as  produc- 
tion is  concerned.  The  system  which  I  wish 
to  see  established  would  not  take  from  anv 
one  that  to  which  he  has  a  legal,  if  not  a 
moral  right.  If,  as  the  Minister  of  De- 
fence has  rightly  said,  land  monopoly  is 
theft,  I  would  sav  to  the  monopolists, 
"  Steal  no  more."  There  has  been  more 
thieving  of  land  in  the  Old  Country  than 
here.  The  Socialism  which  I  support 
would  give  the  workers  a  better  share  of  the 
benefits  of  prodtiction. 


Mr.  W.  H.  Ibvine. — Is  account  taken  of 
the  Savings  Bank  deposits  when  the  state- 
ment is  made  that  there  are  553.466  per- 
sons who  possess  nothing  of  value?  I 
think  that  that  can  hardly  be  so. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  shall  look  intc 
the  matter.  I  made  the  statement  on  the 
authority  of  the  Leader  of  the  Labour  part^ 
in  New  South  Wales,  who  used  the  figure* 
of  the  Government  Statistician.  HoncM-abls 
members  wish  to  know  what  we  are  gmn; 
to  do.  Let  me  read  an  extract  from  the 
works  of  the  late  Henry  Demarest  Lloyd, 
a  great  American  political  econcraist— 

The  pioDeers  who  saw  a  geoeration  ago  the 
thread  that  would  lead  us  into  the  free  air 
have  now  become  a  multitude.  That  thread  ii 
the  thread  of  Democracy,  whose  principles  must 
and  will  rule  wherever  men  co-exist,  in  industry 
not  less  surely  than  in  politics.  It  is  by  the 
people  who  do  the  work  that  the  hours  of 
labour,  the  conditions  of  employment,  the  divi- 
sion of  the  produce  is  to  be  determined.  It  is 
by  them  the  captains  of  industry  are  to  be 
CDOsea,  and  chosen  to  be  servants,  not  masters. 

The  Labour  party  is  determined  that  there 
shall  be  a  fairer  distribution  of  wealth,  and 
th?.t,  in  this  glorious,  sunnv  land,  there 
shall  not  be  created  the  condition  of  things 
which  they  have  in  England,  a  country 
which  has  been  truly  described  as  "  a  para- 
dise for  the  rich,  a  purgatory  for  the  wise, 
and  a  hell  for  the  poor."  The  reaction- 
aries opposite  might  as  well  hope  to  stop  an 
Alpine  avalanche  with  a  pitchfork  as  to 
prevent  the  programme  of  the  Labour  party 
from  being  carried  into  effect.  This  can- 
not be  done  by  the  unnatural  fusion  of  dis- 
cordant elements  which  have  no  sympathy 
with  each  other,  and  the  combination  of 
men  who  have  been  aptly  described  by  the 
Prime  Minister  as  the  wreckage  of  all  the 
parties  which  have  failed  in  politics.  In 
justice  to  the  electors  we  should  go  before 
our  masters,  and  let  them  decide  the  policy 
of  the  country.  I  am  satisfied  that,  whether 
we  go  now  or  in  a  few  months'  time,  the 
constituencies  will  wreak  their  vengeance  on 
those  who  have  proved  traitors  to  them. 

Mr.  FOSTER  (New  England)  [11.44]. 
—After  the  able  speeches  of  the  honorable 
members  for  Darling  and  Hindmarsh, 
there  remains,  perhaps,  little  to  be  said  in 
castigation  of  the  members  of  the  fusion; 
but  I  should  not  be  doing  my  duty  to  my 
constituents  if  I  did  not  protest  against  the 
betrayal  of  the  people's  interests  for  which 
they  are  responsible.  When  I  entered  Par- 
liament, I  felt  it  my  duty  to  support  the 
present  Prime  Minister,  ji^ause  he  was 
about  to  'mtTodw^,^,^^^^o^^l^(xttd 
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him  loyally  while  the  Tariif  was  beinK 
ccmsidered.     Although  the  duties  imposed 
are  not  quite  what  I  would  have  had,  I  am 
proud  of  the  Tariff  as  a  distinct  advance 
on    previous    legislation    of    the  kind. 
While  supporting   that   Government,  our 
party  were  twitted  from  time  to  time  with 
Jceeping  a  very  small  group  on  the  Treasury 
bench.      The  questicm  hurled  at  us  from 
this  side  after  the  TariflF  was  passed  was. 
Why  do  you  stand  by  them?  Are  there 
not  other  men  in  the  House  that  you  could 
support?"    We  were  always  constrained  to 
reply,  "  We  support  these  gentlemen,  be- 
cause of  the  alternative."    What  would  it 
mean  to  support  the  hMiorable  member  for 
Parkes,  the   right   honorable  member  for 
Swan,  or  the  honorable  member  for  Flin- 
<3ers?      How,  then,  must  the  people  be 
astonished,  how  must  the  Democrats  of 
Australia  feel  outraged,   when  they  see 
those  very  gentlemen  now  sitting  cheek-by- 
jowl  with  those  who  were  thm  in  the  Oppo- 
sition  comer,  and  in  direct  opposition? 
For  weeks,  in  Sydney,  a  most  startling 
religious  mission   has  been   conducted  by 
Chapman  and  Alexander.    Men  who  have 
not  seen  the  inside  of  a  church  for  years 
have  been  crowding  to  the  Town  Hail  to 
hear   something   of   the   great  Christian 
faith.   Converts  by  the  hundred  and  by  the 
thousand  are  reputed  to  have  been  made. 
Probably  the  same  feeling  has  reached  the 
arena  of  politics.    If  the  Prime  Minister 
can  assure  the  country  that  he  has  actually 
ccmvMted  to  democratic  views  the  honor- 
able member  for  Flinders,  the  right  hmor- 
able  member  for  Swan,  and  other  honor- 
able members  whom  he  now  shelters  under 
his  wing,  he  has  really  acoxnplished  more 
than  the  Chapman- Alexander  mission  has 
done.     But  is  Australia  deceived  bv  the 
sort  of  clap-trap  that  has  been  uttered  on 
that  subject  ?   Let  us  analyze  the  situation. 
I  am  one  of  those  who  have  devoted  their 
political  lives  to  the  Labour  movement. 
Onlookers  usually  see  more  of  the  game  than 
the  players  do,  and  in  closely  watching  the 
election  campaigns  I  have  always  noted 
the  fact  that  the  two  great  factors  are  the 
wire-pullers  and  the  people.  Honorable 
members  opposite  have  behind  them  certain 
wire-pullers  who  have  worked  ever  since  the 
birth  of  the  Labour  party  to  scotch  our 
operafions  and  to  prevent  our  ever  obtain- 
ing a  majority  which  would  enable  us  to 
put  into  effect  our  democratic  ideals.  They 
have  pulled  every  string  imaginable  to  get 
certain  gentlemen  into  the  House.  At 
the  last  election  they  pulled  the  wires  in 


three  directions.    They  placed  men  here  as 
Free  Traders  to  block  the  Labour  party ; 
they  placed  so-called  Liberals  on  the  other 
side   to   block   the   Labour  party;  and 
they   put  Conservatives  into  the  Oppo- 
sition comer.     The  people,  fooled  by  the 
wire-pullers,  elected  those  men.      But  to- 
day the  wire-pullers  have  gone  further. 
They  have  absolutely   triumphed   in  the 
House  and  flouted  the  people  to  such  an 
extent  that,  as  the  honorable  member  for 
Hindmarsh  says,  they  must  see  the  writ- 
ing on  the  wall.    I  can  conceive  of  noth- 
ing that  will  save  those  honorable  mem- 
bers opposite.    It  is  useless  for  them  to 
lay  before  the  House  a  kind  of  shop  win- 
dow show  card  to  catch  the  electors.  Only 
a  few  days  ago  the  Prime  Minister  accused 
our  party  of  putting  forward  an  election 
placard,  and  yet  he  deliberately  puts  up  a 
show  card  containing  sufficient  proposals  to 
occupy  the  time  of  this  Chamber  for  much 
^nger  than  the  few  months  at  its  disposal. 
While  I  admired  the  Prime  Minister  from 
afar,  when  outside,  for  what  I  thought 
were  his  great  Australian  sentiments,  I  was 
not  long  m  the  House  before  I  began  to 
doubt  him    I  began  to  feel  that  t&  sen- 
timents  which  he  had  aroused  from  afar 
by  his  speeches  in  this  House  and  at  the 
Imperial  Conference  in  the  Old  Land  h.id 
no  solid  foundation.    I  found  T  had  been 
somewhat  betrjwed,  and  I    became  sus- 
piciou*.    To-day  I  want  to  thank  the  hon- 
wable  gentleman  for  unmasking  himself 
before  it  was  too  late.      We  see  him  now 
in  h»  true  form.    For  a  long  time  I  ad- 
mired what  I  thought  was  his  sincerity  with 
regard  to  a  land  tax.  We  heard  it  filtered 
through  our  party  time  after  time  that  he 
was  favorable  to  a  progressive  land  tax, 
but  that  as  it  had  not  come  before  the  elec- 
tors at  the  last  election  he  did  not  feel 
tnclmed  to  propose  it  in  the  House  during 
the  life  of  this  Parliament,  and  that  if  he 
was  only  left  alone  it  was  quite  possible 
that  he  would  launch  a  progressive  land 
tax  before  the  electors  next  time,  and  come 
back  properly  wedded  to  this  party.  That 
was  when  he  was  courting  our  party  for  a 
coalition.    I  thank  God  that  we  dodged 
that  coahtion,  and  I  am  delighted  to  see 
the  Prime  Minister  properly  unmasked,  and 
in  his  proper  place  in  this  House  as  the 
leader  of  Conservatives  and  reactionaries. 
When  I  admired  the  Prime  Minister  for 
his  Australian  sentiments  I  never  expected 
that  he  would  deliberately  betray  the  Aus- 
tralian position  as  he  ^ji»asbvJMima  up 
his  present  Stat8igR^*-afifl^C  when 
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he  refuses  to  introduce  a  pn^;ressive  land 
tax,  and  mercilessly  and  heartlessly  hands 
the  administration  of  our  lands  ofvet  to  the 
tender  mercies  of  the  Upper  Houses  of  the 
States,  he  is  committing  the  greatest  act  of 
betrayal  that  any  professing  Liberal  could 
b6  guilty  of.  Surely  he  can  no  longer  claim 
to  be  a  true  Liberal.  We  have  seen  in 
every  State  the  absolute  obstruction  of  the 
people's  rights  with  regard  to  land  adminis- 
tration year  in  and  year  out.  If  the  true 
history  of  the  land  administration  of  New 
South  Wales  were  written  it  would  be  a 
ikixTor  and  a  blot  <hi  our  progress  that  would 
never  be  eradicated  from  the  people's 
minds.  We  have  a  pretended  closer  settle- 
ment policy  in  New  South  Wales,  but  let 
me  give  an  instance  of  what  happens.  In 
my  own  electorate  one  of  the  biggest  estates 
has  been  recently  attacked  by  the  State 
Premier.  It  comprises  something  like  a 
quarter  of  a  million  acres  of  land  granted 
to  a  company.  Spurred  on  hy  the  Labour 
party,  the  State  Government  were  forced  to 
make  some  show  of  closer  settlement,  and 
tliey  began  with  a  valuation  scheme  to  as- 
certain the  true  value  of  the  land.  The 
owners,  of  course,  want  more  than  the  Go- 
vernment are  prepared  to  offer,  and  that 
valuation  actually  cost  the  State  2,000. 
That  sum  is  quietly  passed  on  to  the  un- 
fortunate selectors  who  have  to  take  up  the 
land  in  small  holdings,  although  in  an- 
other way  they  may  be  called  fortunate  in 
obtaining  land  when  it  is  so  scarce.  That 
is  the  sort  of  closer  settlement  with  which 
the  Prime  Minister,  who  calls  himself  a 
Liberal,  is  pleased.  Even  then  the  State  Go- 
\'einment  has  resumed  only  100,000  acresj 
well  knowing  that  the  settlement  of  that 
area  will  increase  perhaps  by  a  hundredfold 
the  value  of  the  remaining  land,  thus  allow- 
ing a  wealthy  company  to  reap  an  enor- 
mous harvest  at  the  people's  expense.  It 
is  very  doubtful  if  that  <x>mpany  has  ever 
fulfilled  the  conditions  on  which  the  land 
was  granted  to  it.  That  is  the  sort  of 
thing  that  the  Prime  Minister  is  content  to 
leave  in  the  hands  of  the  States.  I  under- 
stood him  to  state  recently  that  the  State 
Govemm«its  intended  to  introduce  pro- 
gressive land  taxation  proposals  and  fix  the 
matter  up,  but  while  I  speak  in  this  House 
this  morning  a  debate  is  goinj;  on  in  the 
New  South  Wales  Parliament,  <xi  a  motion 
moved  by  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition, 
censuring  the  Government  for  not  introduc- 
ing a  progressive  land  tax.  That  is  a  spe- 
cimen of  the  way  the  Prime  Minister  is 
flouting  the  Australian  Donocracy.  He  then 
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pleads  that  the  impositicm  of  a  Federal 
land  tax  would  cause  unequal  taxation  in 
the  States,  because  the  States  already  have 
land  taxes.  If  we  are  going  to  amsider 
the  feelings  of  the  States  and  put  them 
before  the  interests  of  the  Commonwealth, 
we  ought  to  get  into  the  State  Parlia- 
ments and  out  of  the  Australian  Parlia- 
ment. 

Mr.  Coon. — That  is  what  the  honorable 
member's  party  did  with  regard  to  the 
Federal  Capital. 

Mr.  FOSTER.— If  the  honorable  mem- 
ber proposes  to  take  up  that  attitude  the 
sooner  he  leaves  Federal  for  State  politics 
the  better  for  himself  and  for  AustraUa. 
With  regard  to  the  Federal  Capital,  I 
understand  that  the  Govenunent  which  the 
honorable  merfiber  for  Batman  is  pledged 
to  support  intend  to  make  a  party  measure 
of  the  Bill  fixing  the  Canberra  site. 

Mr.  Fuller. — It  is  our  duty  to  carrv 
out  the  will  of  Parliament  already  ex- 
pressed. 

Mr.  Wise. — That  is  just  what  I  dreaded 
— a  party  measure.  It  is  as  well  that  the 
honorable  merbber  has  brought  that  out. 

Mr.  Fuller. — There  is  no  party  measure 
in  carrying  out  the  will  of  Parliament. 

Mr.  FOSTER.— I  am  prepared  to  be- 
lieve that  that  party  will  be  loyal  to  its 
leader  and  become  the  champions  of  State 
Rights  in  this  Parliament.  I  do  not  want 
to  see  the  States  injured  in  any  wav,  but  in 
any  contest  between  the  States  and  Aus- 
tralia as  a  whole  it  is  the  duty  of  those 
who  have  been  elected  to  this  House  to 
stand  bv  the  Commonwealth  and  not  to 
fool  with  the  State  Rights  business.  Bv 
State  Rights  I  mean  the  claims  of  State 
authorities  that  prevent  us  from  carrying 
<Mit  the  true  ideas  of  an  Australiait 
Cfxnmonwealth.  The  Prime  Minister 
actually  intends,  according  to  the  show- 
card  that  he  has  laid  before  the  House, 
to  make  an  arrangement  with  the 
States  to  continue  some  financial  [H-oposal 
similar  to  the  Braddon  blot. 
I  thought  for  a  time  that  the  Prime 
Minister  was  a  man  who  believed 
in  an  honorable  peace  between  the 
States  and  the  Commonwealth;  but 
there  seems  to  be  a  detemdned  attempt  to 
precipitate  war  for  at  least  another  five 
years.  Of  course,  it  is  very  hard  to  get  a 
good  war-cry  for  electkm  time;  and  the 
Prime  Minister  knows  that  in  sacrificing  his 
Democratic  views  and  pretensions  to  Liberal- 
ism he  must  manufacture  sopoe  cry,  and  what 
is  better  thati  UialniS^i  b'y<S«a(D^^s  "  ? 
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What  better  idea  could  there  be  than  to 
get  the  Premiers  of  each  State  to  declare 
"  Beware  of  the  enemies  of  the  States — of 
the  men  who  advocate  unificatum,  and  be- 
lieve in  centralirang  all  power  in  the  hands 
of  the  FedcratMMi?"  Indeed,  that  cry  is 
already  being  trotted  out,  as  I  have  seen 
in  my  own  State  in  many  directions.  The 
Labour  party  have  over  and  over  again 
l>een  accused  of  a  desire  for  unification,  al- 
though we  have  never  placed  unification  in 
our  programme.  I  am  willing  to  say  for 
myself  that  if  the  question  should  arise  of 
making  the  States  waller,  and  giving  Aus- 
tralia a  better  chance,  I  diail  stand  every 
time  ior  Australia,  and  the  cutting  up  of 
the  States.  In  New  South  Wales— to  which 
State  only  I  shall  refer — we  suffer  in  our 
T.iilway  policy  frwn  a  Government  riJed 
hv  Sydney.  There  is  a  railway  to  Bris- 
bane, and,  instead  of  providing  branch  lines 
to  the  coast,  and  thus  saving  a  carriage 
of  300  or  400  miles  to  Sydney,  the  Go- 
vernment propose  to  build  another  parallel 
line  along  the  coast.  Under  such  circum- 
stances, it  is  time  we  struck  scnne  blow  at 
centralizatum  in  Sydney,  and  advocated 
smaller  States,  so  as  to  give  a  chanoe  for 
the  development  of  the  country. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — In  view  of  the  credit 
balance  of  000,000  in  New  South 
AVales,  surely  there  is  no  room  for  a  crv 
of  "  State  Rights"? 

Mr.  FOSTER.-~Yet  the  Premier  of 
that  State,  during  the  last  year  or  two,  has 
been  whining  because  he  oould  not  get 
enough  mwiey  to  carry  on  his  Government. 
Receiving  nxHiey  that  ought  to  have  been 
spent  on  defence,  and  the  reform  of  the 
post  oflfce,  the  New  South  Wales  Govern- 
ment have  abolished  the  income  tax  for  the 
reason  that  they  had  too  much  money. 
The  Prime  Minister  has  evidently  taken  up 
the  "State  Rights"  cry  in  dead  earnest, 
and  is  certainly  acting  against  the  best 
interests  of  the  Cmnmonwealth  in  ad- 
\t)cating  the  extension  of  the  Braddon 
section  for  five  years.  I«t  us  stand 
on  our  nati<»ial  policy.  Let  us  know 
before  _  the  Braddon  section  expires 
where  we  are  financially,  and  thus 
have  peace  with  the  States.  Surely,  it  is 
a  betrayal  of  "one  people,  one  destiny," 
when  we  find,  seven  or  eight  years  after 
Federation,  that  we  have  not  yet  evolved 
that  most  important  step  in  a  nationhood 
—a  proper  financial  policv.  If  I  required 
more  evidences  of  the  Prime  Minister's 
perfidy  to  Liberalism  and  Democracy,  I 
have  only  to  point  to  his  attitude  in  regard 


to  new  Protection.  We  have  a  deliberate 
attempt  to  block  the  wage-earners  in  all 
our  industries  from  obtaining  what  is  their 
just  due. 

Mr.  Coon. — The  Prime  Minister  sup- 
ported factory  legislation  in  Victoria. 

Mr.  FOSTER.— Then  more  shame  for 
him,  for  sitting  ch^k  by  jowl  with  those 
who  are  opposed  to  the  unfortunate  workers. 
A  man  who  has  been  a  Democrat  and  be-  * 
comes  a  renegade,  has  a  bigger  fight  to  fight 
than  he  who  has  never  been  a  Democrat. 
For  instance,  against  the  Chairman  of  the 
Employers'  Federaticm,  who  sits  in  this 
House,  I  have  not  a  word  to  say ;  but  for  a 
man  who  has  pretended  Democratic  views, 
and  called  for  supp(Wt  as  a  Liberal,  and  who 
has  become  a  renegade,  there  can  be  nothing 
but  denunciation.  For  my  part,  I  hope 
that  the  Prime  Minister  will  get  the  whole 
of  the  Conservative  vote  at  the  next  elec- 
tion; indeed,  I  am  sure  he  will.  But  I 
also  hope  that  he  will  not  receive  the  Demo- 
cratic vote  which  has  previously  supported 
him.  When  he  goes  to  the  electors,  he 
will  find  that  the  thousands  of  votes  whidi 
went  to  him  from  the  Labour  party  will  be 
bestowed  elsewhere,  and  be  will  also  find 
out  how  much  his  association  with  Conser- 
vatism is. worth.  "The  proposition  for  an 
Inter-State  Commission  has  been  ably  dealt 
with  by  previous  speakers,  and  I  take  it  to 
mean  one  thing  only,  namely,  the  preven- 
tion of  the  workers  of  the  country  from  en- 
joying the  full  benefit  of  Protection.  It 
has  been  hurled  at  the  Labour  party  that 
they  have  no  fiscal  policy,  and  that  amongst 
their  numbers  are  Free  Traders.  That  may 
be,  but  I  can  say  that  every  member  of  the 
Labour  party  has  pledged  himself  to  new 
Protecttoi,  which,  of  course,  necessitates 
the  old  Protection;  they  have  come  over 
bodily  to  Protection,  on  the  one  condition 
that  the  promise  in  regard  to  the  new  Protec- 
tion should  be  fulfilled.  However,  I  sup- 
pose I  cannot-  growl  much  at  the  Prime 
Minister  in  this  c<mnexion,  because  he 
frankly  admits  his  blunder  and  his  position. 
He  tells  the  House  calmly  and  deliberately 
that,  as  the  Labour  party  did  not  allv 
themselves  with  him  and  his  party,  he  has 
allied  himself  with  the  reactionaries  and 
Ccmservatives. 

Mr.  Mathews. — And  is  proud  of  the 
fact ! 

Mr.  FOSTER.— Is  there  any  excuse  in 
the  Democratic  mind  for  the  man  who,  pro- 
fessing Democracy,  allies  himself  with  re- 
actionaries? There  is  not  a  true  Democrat 
at  heart  who  would  dare  do  such  a  thing  f 
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he  would  leave  politics  first.     The  Prime 
Minister  must  ever  have  had  a  lurking  de- 
sire at  heart  to  be  Conservative,  or  he  could 
never  have  abandcwied  his  professed  prin- 
ciples in  the  way  he  has.     Of  course,  his 
example  has  affected  others,  and  even  the 
lionorable  member  for  Perth  has  seen  fit  to 
take  a  step  towards  the  ranks  of  Conserva- 
tism.    If  the  honorable  member  for  Perth 
feels  that  way«  I  suppose  he  is  quite  justi- 
fied in  doing  what  be  has  done,   but  he 
will   have  to  face  his  electors  shortly, 
^nd    I    can   imagine   what    will  happen. 
The  Dreadnought  scare  was  exploded  on 
the  people  almost  like  a  bcmibshell ;  and  it 
naturally  raised  the  question  of  Australian 
defences.     The  one  absurdity  which  was 
pointed  out  when  the  public  press  started 
the  agitation,  was  that  the  Australian  peo- 
ple slrauld  be  talking  of  giving  ;/^2rOOO,ooo 
for*a  Dreadnought  when  we  could  not  pro- 
vide suflScient  uniforms  for  our  Hltle  cadets, 
or  suflScient  rifles  for  our  volunteer  forces. 
I  scarcely  like  to  describe  the  position  of 
our  defences  ;  but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  it  is 
a  disgrace  to  thqse  who  have  held  the  reins 
of  power  since  the  inauguratiOT  of  Federa- 
tion.   And  who  is  the  man  mainly  respon- 
sible?    Who  is  the  man  who  has  had  most 
ix>wer  and  been  most  to  the  front?    He  is 
the  hcmorable  member   for   Ballarat,  the 
i)resent  Prime  Minister ;  and  at  his  door 
must  be  laid  the  responsibilitv  for  bringing 
the  Defence  Department  into  its  present 
positicHi.      Thank  God.  when  the  Dread- 
nought fana:tici5m  reached  its  highest,  we 
had,  as  leader  of  the  Government,  a  man 
who  could  sit  calmly  by,  uninfluenced  by 
the  press,  or  the  new-born  enthusiasm  of 
nnti-Australian   men.      The   late  Prime 
Minister  may  feel  proud,  seeing  that  his 
name  will  go  down  to  history  as  the  one 
cool,   calm  man,   able   to  strike  out  a 
straight  line  of  duty — amidst  all  the  roar, 
thunder,  and  tumult — in  the  direction  of  an 
Australian  defence  scheme  on  a  solid  basis. 
The  present  Prime  Minister,  at  a  mcxnent 
when   we   are   financially    weaker  than 
I  hope  we  shall  ever  be  in  the  future,  pro- 
poses that  two  millions  should  be  spent  on 
a  Dreadnought  for  E  ngl  and ,  when  the 
money  could  be  infinitely  better  employed 
in  defending   and   developing  Australia. 
From  the  mere  thought  of  a  war  between 
Great    Britain   and   Germany   the  mind 
shrinks  with  horror.    Carlyle,  I  think  it 
was.  said  that  war  was  the  sum  of  all 
htim.nn  villanies. 

Mr.  WiLKS.— Carivle  also  said,  "  Wise 
men,  wise  obedience." 
Ur.  Foster. 


Mr.  FOSTER.— A  very   good   idea — 
obedience  to  the  best  cause  of  their  nation- 
Just  think  of  a  war  between  England  and 
Germany,  which  country  we  cannot  regard 
as  we  might  Russia,  or  even  Japan.  Here 
is  a  nation  which  has  gone  on  developing 
by  leaps  and  bounds  during  the  past  few 
years.   It  is  progresang  in  educati«i,  arts, 
mechanics,  and  Democracy,  with  a  popula- 
tion increasing  to  an  oiormous  extent.  It 
is  a  naticHi  wilting  to  spring  to  arms  as 
one  man  for  its  nationhood,  and,  further, 
it  is  a  nation  trained  to  arms,  every  able- 
bodied  male  being  called  to  its  defence. 
Every  representative,  whether  in  a  British 
Parliament,  or  the   German  Parliament, 
should  strive  for  peace ;  and  I  am  quita 
sure  that  the  British  Government  are  not 
anxious  to  predpitate  war.    Of  course,  a 
commercial  war  does  exist  between  the 
nations  on  the  high  seas,  but  that  may  be 
descriibed  as  peaceful  ccnipiu^ed  with  the 
bloodied  which  accompanies  war  in  its 
foulest  sense.    As  to  our  citizen  soldiery, 
I  feel  that  neither  the  proposal  of  previous 
Prime  Ministers,  nw  that  of  the  present 
Prime  Minister,  goes  far  enough.  Per- 
sonally, I  should  like  to  see  the  training 
of  men  of  over  twenty  years  of  age;  though, 
of  course,  if  we  started  bv  limiting  the  age 
to  thirty,  we  might  gradually  reduce  it. 
Cfflisidering  our  danger,  the  age  limit  of 
twoity  senns  to  provide  rather  inadequate 
means  of  defence,  including,  as  it  does, 
only   youths  of  sixteen,   seventeen,  and 
eighteen  years  of  age.    Can  the  Prime  Min- 
ister, who  proposes  to  present  ;^2, 000,000 
to  Great  Britain — a  jwesent  which  is  not 
wanted — say  that  there  is  enough  money 
to  provide  training  for  men  from  twenty- 
five  to  thirty  years  of  age?    I  do  not  ad- 
vocate   the    training     of     citizen  sol- 
diery  with  a   view  of  going    to  war. 
I  abominate  the  very  name  dl  war,  but 
feel  that  with  well  trained  and  prtqierly 
disdplined  citizens  we  idiould  have  a  bet- 
ter and  a  greater  Commonwealth.  My 
brief  experience  of  teaching  has  convinced 
me   that    the   one    thing    necessary  to 
straighten  up  the  young  Australian  and 
make  a  thorough  man  of  him  is  a  course 
of  military  training.    Some  States  are  al- 
ready taking  action  to  have  a  medical  in- 
spection of  school  children  to  test  th«r 
stamina  and  enable  advice  to  be  given  to 
their  parents  as  to  the  bwt  way  in  which 
to  develop  them.     That  in  itself  will  be 
beneficial ;  but  the  military  training  of  our 
bovs  as  thev  get  nearer  jnanhjOodi  Jias  a 
value  that  none  c£t$'t^i^AP*^^ElFif  we 
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have  to  expend  milliois  in  this  direction, it 
will  be  nKxiey  well  spent,  since  it  will  tend 
to  make  us  a  better  pet^le  and  a  better 
nation.  There  are  several  serious  obliga- 
tions at  the  bans  of  a  proper  system  of 
defence.  I  contend,  for  instance,  that  no 
party  is  sincere  in  its  advocacy  of  defence 
that  is  not  prepared  to  support  the 
nationalization  of  the  steel  and  iron  in- 
dustry, since  that  industry  is  at  the  very 
bedrock  of  defence.  A  Prime  Minister  to 
be  loyal  to  the  best  method  of  defence 
must  be  prepared  to  advocate  the  naticxial 
ownership  of  the  steel  and  iron  industry, 
as  well  as  of  arms  and  ammunition  fac- 
tories. I  hope  in  the  years  to  come  to  find 
the  Coouncxiwealth  building  its  own  iron- 
clads, if  they  be  required,  and  manufac- 
turing everything  else  that  is  necessary  for 
land  and  naval  defence.  When  we  touch 
the  questicm  of  defence  we  invariably  find 
ourselves  face  to  face  with  that  of  finance. 
If  money  is  needed  to  provide  for  the 
nati<»iaIization  of  the  iron  and  steel  in- 
dustries, and  to  train  men  over  twenty 
years  of  age,  let  the  wealthy  contribute  to 
a  fund  for  that  purpose.  Let  those  who 
have  most  to  gain,  who  are  making  the 
most  out  of  Australia,  contribute  the  most. 
Let  us  imitate  the  British  Government  and 
not  hesitate  to  say  that  if  necessary  they 
shall  pay  a  heavy  tax  upon  inconaes.  If 
the  Prime  Minister  were  sincere  in  bis  ad- 
vocacv  of  an  adequate  defence  policy, 
and  found  that  the  dovemment  were  short 
of  money,  he  might  even  be  expected  to 
propose  a  Fedwal  income  tax.  By  doing 
so,  however,  he  would  hit  his  friends  and 
the  wire-pullers  on  whom  he  has  to  depend 
for  support. 

Mr.  >fcWiLLiAMS. — Does  the  honorable 
member  advocate  both  a  Federal  land  tax 
and  a  Federal  income  tax  ? 

Mr.  FOSTER.— I  should,  if  the  exigen- 
nes  of  the  situation  denianded  it,  advocate 
both  to  provide  for  Australian  defence. 
T  would  remind  honorable  members  that 
the  progressive  land  tax  advocated  by  the 
Labour  Pirty  is  not  solely  deigned  to  pro- 
vide funds  for  the  defence  of  Australia- 
Its  operation  must,  in  the  ordinary  course 
of  events,  tend  to  increase  our  population, 
and  increased  population  means  a  better 
defence.  But  if  money  is  urgently  re- 
quired an  income  tax  offers  a  splendid 
means  of  raising  it.  Every  one  admits  the 
justice  of  a  land  tax.  but  whereas  an  in- 
come tax  is  paid  wily  by  those  who  have 
an  income,  a  land  tax  has  to  be  paid  by  a 
land-owner  to  whom  it  applies,  regardless 


of  whether  or  not  he  obtains  any  incone 
fn»n  his  land.  That  being  so,  an  inaxne 
tax  is  the  more  equitable.  The  man  who 
holds  the  land,  however,  should  be  pre- 
pared to  pay  his  fair  propcHtion  to  the  cost 
of  government.  X  should  not  hesitate  to 
ask  those  who  are  making  the  most  out  of 
Australia  10  omtribute  the  most  towards  its 
defence.  Defence  is  very  much  in  the 
nature  of  insurance.  The  military  train- 
ing of  every  citizen,  the  nationalization  of 
the  iron  and  steel  and  ship-building 
industries  means  simply  a  system  of 
nati(xial  insurance.  It  will  safeguard 
those  who  are  making  money  out  of  the 
Commonwealth,  and  the  man  who  would 
refuse  to  contribute  to  the  cost  of  such  a 
system  by  way  of  an  income  tax  would  be 
a  poor  spirited  cituen. 

Dr.  Malonev. — Our  direct  taxation  is 
very  small  canpared  with  that  of  Germany 
and  Japan. 

Mr.  FOSTER.— That  is  so.  We  do  not 
seem  to  have  realized  the  necessity  for  in* 
surance  against  the  possibility  of  invasion. 
We  have  heard  a  great  deal  in  this  Cham- 
bee  as  lo  the  desirableness  of  immigration^ 
and  the  honorable  gentleman  now  at  the 
head  of  the  C(xiservative  party  has  h&sn 
pleased  to  include  in  his  programme  some 
illusive  references  to  it.  Can  it  be  said 
that  a  man  is  sincere  in  his  advocacy  of 
immigration  if  he  will  not  support  a  land 
tax?  Have  we  any  hope  of  being  able 
to  place  a  large  number  of  men  on  the 
land  unless  we  can  hteik  up  the  large  es- 
tates? Can  we  hope  successfully  to  settle 
people  on  the  land  unless  we  can  also  pro- 
vide them  with  cheap  money?  We  are 
not  even  doing  enough  in  this  direction  to 
encourage  the  rearing  of  large  families. 
Those  who  advocate  immigration,  but  object 
to  a  land  tax,  as  well  as  to  a  national 
banking  schnne  by  which  cheaper  money 
will  be  found  for  the  people,  and  their 
monetary  transactions  safeguarded,  are  not 
sincere.  One  of  the  greatest  objects  for  which 
every  Democrat  must  fight  is  'he  establish- 
ment of  a  national  bank  which  will  control 
the  finances  of  Australia.  We  know  what 
has  hapjiened  to  the  United  States  of 
America  for  want  of  such  a  system.  That 
great  country  is  subjected  periodically  to 
great  financial  crises,  which  plunge  thou- 
sands of  people  into  insolvency.  It  has 
built  up  a  system  of  finance,  with  the  pre- 
tence of  a  gold  reserve  behind  it,  but  we 
find  that  the  whole  of  the  gold  reserve  held 
to-day  by  the  banks  of  the  United  States 
amount  only  to  about  11  per  cent,  of  t*^* 
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note  issue.  Great  Britain  and  Germany  are 
following  the  same  lines  of  high  finance. 
Yet  when  we  propose  the  establishment 
of  a  national  bank  and  a  paper  cur- 
rency based  <hi  the  solid  bedrock  of 
naticmal  security,  we  are  told  by  some 
tuxiorable  members,  who  speak  with 
their  tongues  in  ttwir  cheeks,  that  th^ 
will  suppOTt  no  system  that  is  noil 
based  on  a  substantial  gold  reserve.  We 
are  engaged  i\\  building  up  the  Common- 
wealth, and  it  is  our  duty  to  see  that  our 
banking  s)  stera  is  such  that  every  man  who 
invests  mune}'  '^n  Australia,  or  who  banks 
his  savings,  will  be  secure  from  the  dan- 
gers of  panic  resulting  from  bad  finance. 
We  have  also  in  this  regard  a  duty  towards 
the  man  on  the  land  which  we  can  discharge 
far  better  than  the  State  Parliaments  could 
ever  hope  to  do.  SiiKX  he  has  to  contend 
with  droughts  and  floods,  should  we  not  ar- 
range to  supply  him  with  cheap  money  on 
long  terms?  At  present  the  average  nian 
on  the  land,  when  he  wants  money,  has 
to  pay  al)Out  6  per  cent,  for  it,  but  at  any 
time  the  rate  of  interest  may  jump  up  sud- 
denly to  i6  per  cent. 

Mr.  McWiLLXAMS. — ^Any  man  on  the 
land  who  pays  6  per  cent,  at  the  present 
time  is  a  fool. 

Mr.  FOSTER.— The  honoiable  member 
is  a  cheery  optimist,  and  does  not  seem  to 
know  that  thousands  of  farmers  are  pay- 
ing 6  per  cent,  and  7  per  cent. 

Mr.  McWlLLiAMS. — Then  they  will  not 
be  on  the  land  very  long. 

Mr.  FOSTER.— Some  farmers  have  to 
i>ay  as  much  as  8  per  cent,  and  10  per 
cent.,  but  the  average  is  about  6  per  cent. 
.*5ince  the  honorable  member  holds  the  view 
I  hat  the  people  cannot  remain  long  on  the 
land  in  such  circumstances,  I  hail  him  as 
a  supporter  of  the  proposal  to  e^itablish  a 
national  bank,  which  will  give  men  on  the 
land  cheap  mcmey  for  a  fixed  term.  A 
national  bank  would  be  able  to  grant  a  man 
offering  good  security  a  loan  at  4  per  cent, 
or  4J  per  cent.,  with  the  option  of  paying 
off  the  principal  at  the  rate  of  per  cent, 
per  annum.  That  would  mean  more  than 
^io  years'  terms.  The  establi^ment  of 
such  an  institution  is  one  of  the  greatest 
supports  to  a  young  nation  that  could  be 
devised.  We  have  no  occasion  to  go  to 
Great  Britain  or  Fran<»  for  an  object- 
lesson  in  this  respect.  We  have  OTly  to  turn 
to  that  young  and  great  country — the 
United  States  of  America— whidi,  within  a 
comparatively  few  years,  has  achieved  a 


leading  position  amcmg  the  nations  of  the 
world,  and  which  we  know   has  suffered 
endless  troubles  and  difficulty  because  the 
fxamers  of  its  Constitution  did  not  take  the 
precaution    to    provide    for    the  naticn 
oontiolling   its   own   finances   by  means 
of  a  national   bank.     As   far   as  the 
making  of  wealth  is  concerned,   I  am 
quite    willing    that    the    other  fellow 
should  go  on  the  land,  or  go  in  for 
manufacturing;  give  me  the  control  of 
finance,  and  I  will  make  more  than  either 
of  them.  .  A  few  months  ago  the  gold-bu^ 
of  Wall-street,  acting  with  others  in  Ger- 
many and  Great  Britain,  by  making  gold 
scarce,  were  able  not  only  to  make  millicms, 
but  even  to  hit  the  people  of  Australia, 
since  the  result  of  their  (^>eraticHris  was  a 
depreciation  in  the  prioe  of  our  wocri  and 
minerals.  The  effect  of  tbor  orations 
was  felt  in  my  own  electwate.    The  tin 
miners    there    had    been    obtaining  a 
reasonable  price  for  their  output,  but  as 
the  result  of  the  comer  in  gold  there  was  a 
fall.  The  price  of  tin  was  reduced  by  one- 
third,  whilst    there  was  a  very  material 
drop  in  the  price  of  wocil.    The  echoes  of 
the  high  finance  schemes  in  America  have 
been  heard  in  Australia.    It,  therefore,  be- 
hoves us  to  see  that  the  nation  shall  have 
complete  control  of  its  finances,  and  of  its 
currency.    I  am  delighted  that  the  Fisher 
Government  thought  fit  to  submit  a  proposal 
for  douUe  currency.    Widi  a  double  cur- 
rency in  force,  the  gcAd  xaoaopoHsts  would 
not  have  been  able  to  cause  a  fall  in  prices 
such  as  occurred  on  the  occasion  to  whidi 
I  have  alluded.    As  it  is,  liabilities  exceed- 
£^  can  be  discharged  only  by  a  pay- 
ment in  gold,  but  if  we  had  a  national  bank 
and  a  double  currency  it  would  be  impos- 
sible   to    make    that   currency  scarce. 
When  the  late  Prime  Minister  spoke  <rf 
establishing  a  C<»nmcmwealth'  note  isstie. 
he  must  have  contemplated  the  establish- 
ment of  a  lutitmal  bank  as  well.   I  should 
object  to  the  Treasury,  as  a  Treasury,  wht^lr 
crmtrolHng  finance.  A  national  bank  would 
have  to  act  in  co-operation  with  the  Trea- 
sury, but  the  latter  should  not  be  the 
national  bank.    If  the  Treasury  took  up 
the  business  of  banking,  it  would  do  so 
only  to  meet  its  own  requirements ;  it  would 
not  enter  into  the  commercial  world.  A 
natitmal  bank  should  be  prepared  to  do  all 
the  legitimate  bunness  whidi  the  other 
banks  transact,  and  to  compete  with  them. 
When  the  honcffable  member   for  Wide 
Bay  suggested  a  Comnunufeal^ndte  issue 
and  a  double  cuA^, '^l^^W$}^^>06ing 
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one  of  the  greatest  reforms  that  have  ever 
been  put  forward  in  this  House  for  the 
building  up  of  the  nation  on  a  solid  basis. 
I  have  noted  the  proposals  of  the  Govern- 
ment with  regard  to  the  unemployed,  whom 
we  must  consider  in  connexion  with  schemes 
for  asasting  immigraticm.  The  unem- 
ployed and  the  unemployable  have  created 
a  difficult  problem  in  all  tlie  countries  of 
the  world.  With  the  man  who  will  not 
work,  and  prays  to  God  that  he  may  never 
find  occupation,  I  have  no  sympathy ;  but 
ont  of  the  cruellest  positions  in  which  a 
human  being  can  be  pla<^  is  to  have  to 
tramp  about,  day  in  and  day  out,  looking 
for  employment  that  he  cannot  find,  al- 
though, perhaps,  he  has  a  wife  and  little 
ones  depending  upon  him. 

Dr.  Malonby. — ^And  sometimes  a  black 
list  against  him. 

Mr.  FOSTER.— Yes.  It  is  cruel,  in- 
'  human,  and  unchristian,  to  tolerate  in  the 
Cwnmonwealth  a  condition  of  affairs  which 
puts  men  in  that  position.  We  might  be 
disjMjsed  to  despise  Denmark  because  of 
the  smallness  of  that  country  compared 
with  the  Commonwealth ;  but  it  has  solved 
the  problem,  by  instituting  a  voluntary 
and  a  compulsory  system  of  finding  employ- 
ment for  the  unemployed.  Any  one  in 
Denmark  who  cannot  obtain  work  through 
the  CH-dinary  channels  may  apply  to  the 
police  for  pnmission  to  work  on  a  co- 
c^ierative  settl«nent,  where  be  will  be  pro- 
vided with  a  home,  food,  and  clothes,  until 
he  can  get  employment  outside.  *  This 
makes  it  unnecessary  for  unemployed  to 
walk  the  streets,  and  gets  rid  of  beggars. 
When  any  <wie  applies  for  alms  at  the  door 
of  an  Australian  house,  the  householder, 
if  he  has  a  fellow  feeling,  gives  him  a  oran, 
or  food,  or  clothing.  There  is  no  guarantee 
that  he  will  not  spend  the  money  upon 
beer  at  the  nearest  public  house,  and  often 
needy  unfortunates  are  turned  away,  be< 
cause  so  mmy  impostors  are  living  on  the 
game.  There  is  no  begging  in  Denmark. 
If  a  man  is  found  to  be  without  means  of 
support,  and  has  not  voluntarily  applied 
to  be  sent  to  the  co-operative  settlement, 
he  is  arrested,  and,  instead  of  being  sent 
to  gaol  as  a  vagrant,  and  a  stigma  placed 
on  his  name,  which  is  what  would  happen 
in  Australia,  he  is  brought  before  a  magis- 
trate, and.  after  inquiry,  sentenced  to  three 
years'  work,  not  as  a  criminal,  but  for  the 
recovery  of  his  manhood.  The  position  of 
these  unfortunates  is  due,  probafcly,  not  to 
their  own  fault,  but  to  that  of  society ;  and 
in  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  it  is  discovered 


that  they  have  really  lost  their  manhood. 
Through  drink,  through  poverty,  and 
through  misery,  they  have  sunk  into  a  state 
in  which  they  are  scarcely  respcmsible  for 
their  acti<ms.  What  is  the  result  of  the 
Danish  system?  There  are  in  Denmark  no 
beggars  asking  for  alms,  and  no  unem- 
ployed. When  men  leave  the  settlement 
after  three  years'  training,  they  get  a  cer- 
tificate of  character,  and  have  become 
competent  workmen.  Why  does  not  the 
Prime_  Minister  propose  the  establishment 
of  a  similar  system  here?  I  do  not  intend 
to  oppose  all  the  proposals  of  the  Govern- 
ment. I  shail  support  any  Ministry  in  a 
programme  which  I  think 'will  l»enefit  the 
country,  because  it  is  no  part  of  the  dutv 
of  an  Opposition  to  "  stone- wall  "  ererv 
Government  proposal.  A  Government  must 
of  necessity  occasionally  propose  legislation 
favoured  by  the  Opposition.  It  would  be 
a  pleasure  ior  me  to  stand  by  the  Govern- 
ment programme  if  Ministers  would  "go 
the  whole  hog,"  and,  taking  the  unem- 
ployed question  in  both  hands,  try  to  solve 
It.  God  knows  that  in  Australia  it  needs 
solvmg.  The  British  market  absorbs  tens 
of  thousands  of  pounds  worth  of  butter 
produced  on  one  of  the  Danish  settle- 
ments. So  marked  is  the  success  of  the 
Danish  system,  that  Switzerland  has 
imitated  it,  and  so  has  France.  Surely  as 
Christian  men  we  should  do  something  to 
help  those  in  the  gutter.  It  is  all  very 
well  to  put  forward  plans  for  enabling  the 
wealthy  to  become  still  more  opulent,  and 
the  moderately  wealthy  to  increase  their 
possessions,  but  we  owe  also  .t  duty  to  the 
dregs  of  society,  to  those  for  whom  our 
K)cial  conditions  have  created  want  and 
despair.  Can  I  regard  the  Government  as 
fflncere  on  the  unemployed  question,  seeing 
that  It  IS  dropping  new  Protection  ?  In  the 
face  of  Its  bluflF,  and  its  attempts  to  pre- 
vent men  from  enjoying  to  the  fullest  ex- 
tent a  rise  in  wages,  we  cannot  trust  the 
Government  to  deal  properly  with  either 
the  immigration  or  the  unemployed  ques- 
tion  In  New  Zealand  the  late  Mr.  Sed- 
don  Jed  a  truly  Democratic  Administration, 
which  went  a  good  way.  Unfortunately, 
the  pseudo-Liberalists  go  a  certain  distance 
on  a  track,  and  just  as  their  efforts  are 
vieldmg  fruit,  put  a  stop  to  them.  It  is 
the  glory  of  a  party  like  the  Labour  partv, 
which  IS  composed  of  true  Democrats,  that 
It  will  not  hesitate  to  carry  out  to  the  last 
result  any  good  proposal  for  the  benefit  of 
the  nation.  I  had  two  years'  experience 
of  New  Zealand  conditions,  and  saw 
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drift  of  things  there  very  plainly.  Tak- 
ing advantage  of  the  Arbitration  Court  and 
similar  institutions,  the  employ^  were  able 
to  obtain  justice,  and  this  resulted  in  an 
increase  in  wages,  smie  of  those  who  bad 
l)een  getting  7s.  or  8s.  a  day  having  th«r 
wages  increased  to  95.,  los.,  12s.,  and  145- 
But   immediately   the   distributers'  ring 
raised  prices  in  all  directions,  and  the 
landlords  raised  rents.    That  is  what  hap- 
jjens  under  a  half-and-half  system  of  I,ib- 
<>raiism.      Progressive  land  taxation  has 
(lone  much  for  New  Zealand,  and  so  has 
the  system  of  lending  Government  funds 
to  the  fanners  at  an  interest  of  4J  per  cent. 
Unfortunately,    Mr.  Seddon — I   do  nnl: 
know  if  he  was  led  aside  by  the  cunning 
men  who  pull  the  wires  in  finance,  some 
of  whom  are  behind  the  Ministerial  party 
here — did  not  do  what  was  necessary  in 
regard  to  the  control  of  distribution  and 
the  establishment  of  a  national  bank.  To- 
<lav  New  Zealand  has  as  much  population 
nR,  under  jxesent  conditions,  she  can  find 
employment  for,  and,  as  work  is  becom- 
ing scarce,  many  of  her  people  are  emigra- 
ting to  Canada  and  thie  Commonwealth. 
This,  the  newspapers  say,  shows  that  the 
country  is  ruined.    That  is  not  so.  New 
Zealand  still  enjoys  the  benefit  of  the  good 
legislaticwi  passed  by  Mr.  Seddon,  but  it 
lacks  the  national  banking  system,  and  a 
system  for  the  proper  control  of  distribu- 
tion.     When  we  were  dealing  with  the 
Tariff,  the  Minister  of  Defence,  time  and 
again,  twitted  the  Protectionists  with  having 
ro  thought  for  the  cmsumer.    How  much 
thought  is  shown  for  the  consumer  in  the 
.  present  Ministerial  policy  ?    Every  mem- 
l)er  of  the  Labour  party  is  determined  to 
give  each  individual    in    the  ccwnmunity 
what  he  legitimately  earns.     We  are  solid 
in  regard  to  co-operation.    The  only  way 
in  which  the  producer  can  obtain  decent 
prices     and     the     customer     be  pro- 
lK"rlv     treated     is     by     the  adoption 
of    a    co-operative    svstem    ot  dealing. 
That  is  the  methwi  which  we  shall  pursue. 
It  is  l)ecause  Messrs.  Josliua  and  Company 
fear  it.  that  they  rise  in  all  their  might  to 
lilufF  iLs,  and  call  upon  the  Torv  press  of 
the  Commonwealth,  which  they  practically 
dominate   because  of  their  large  advertise- 
ments, to  block  at  all  costs  those  who  be- 
lieve in  co-operation,  and  in  eliminating  the 
parasites  of  society — the  middlemen.  This 
partv  stands  for  co-operation  wherever  it 
can  be  made  to  supersede  private  enterprise 
for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  people.   If  the 
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Prime  Minister  had  been  a  true  Democrat, 
he  must  have  gone  in  that  direction,  but 
he  has  never  done  so.    I  am  pleased  that 
the  division  is  so  clear  and  decisive  <m  that 
issue.    It  must  appeal  to  £very  Democrat 
as  a  duty  to  see  that,  where  wages  have 
risen,  and  men  have  been. made  more  suc- 
cessful by  loans  of  money  and  all  that  scwt 
of  thing,  the*  people  shall  get  their  full 
shai«  of  the  benefits.     No  man  can  call 
himself  a  Democrat  who  will  allow  the 
middlemen  to  rob  the  wage  earner  of  every 
rise  in  wages  that  he  gets  by  putting  up 
the  price  of  goods.   This  party  has  a  great 
battle  to  fight  in  that  directiMi,  and  the 
people  would  do  well  to  consider  the  ques- 
tion of  co-operation  versus  private  enter- 
prise. Another  proposal  of  the  Prime  Min- 
ister is  to  take  over  the  Northern  Territory. 
That  is  at  least  one  non-party  measure 
before  the  House.    I  cannot  concei\'e  of 
any  member,  even  if  he  represents  all  the 
reactionary  forces  in  the  Commonwealth, 
objecting  to  the  Federation  taking  oxitrol 
of  the  Northern  Territory  at  a  very  early 
stage.    The  Prime  Minister  would  have 
shown  more  loyalty  to  Australia  if  he  had 
proposed  to  spend  two  million  pounds  on 
the  Territory,  instead  of  offering  to  Great 
Britain  a  Dreadnought.      That  country 
i3    like    a    new    State,    which  holds 
out   to   adventurous  m«i,    such  as  were 
our    fathers,    the    Australian  pioneers, 
an  opening  for  enterprise  and  speculation, 
especially  in  its  mineral  resources.     I  feel 
amused  when  honorable  members  opposite 
accuse  us  of  wanting  to  put  all  industrv  un- 
der State  cOTitrol,  and  to  make  every  man  a 
wage  earner.      I  speak  for  myself,  as  a 
member  of  this  party,  and  have  absolute 
freedom  to  do  so,  for  I  am  bound  only 
my  pledge  to  vote  for  the  fighting  platform 
of  the  party.    I  am  pledged  to  stand  bv 
its  eight  or  nine  clauses,  but  on  all  oth«- 
matters  I  am  absolutely  free,  no  matter 
what  the  caucus  does.  The  caucus  would 
nerar  attempt  to  bind  me  on  anything  else.  I 
cannot  see  how  I  could  ever  gire  a  vote  for 
the    nationalization    of    gold    mining  or 
mining  for  precious  stones,  or.  in  fact,  any 
speculative  mining  of  that  character.  \ 
can  vote  for  the  nationalization  of  coal  and 
iron  mines  at  once,  and  no  man  is  solid  on 
defence  who  will  not  strike  out  for  the 
nationalization  of  the  great  steel  and  iron 
business,  which  must  necessitate  also  the 
nationalization  of  the  coal  mines. 

Mr.  Fuller.— Judging  by  the  returns, 
there  is  a  good  (kal  of  speculaticHi!^boiit 
ooal  mininsf  in  New^'South  Wales^ 
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Mr.  FOSTER.— There  is  a  good  deal 
of  speculati<m  about  banking  or  anything 
else  that  taea  undertake.  I  do  not  say 
that  I  would  leave  out  mining  for  gold  or 
precious  stones  merely  because  of  its  specu- 
lative character.  I  would  leave  it  out  be- 
cause we  must  have  avenues  for  men  who 
will  not  work  for  wages.  I  am  one  of 
those  who  have  never  cared  to  work  for 
wages.  I  was  prepared  to  take  the  risks 
on  a  mineral  field  or  a  farm,  ratho-  than 
to  take  a  few  shillings  per  day  as  a  wage- 
earner. 

Mr.  Chanter. — ^There  is  no  speculation 
when  the  minerals  are  wanted  for  national 
purposes. 

Mr.  FOSTER.— Where  national  pur- 
poses are  involved,  I  believe  in  going  on 
the  basis  of  a  sound,  solid  development.  A 
coal-field  can  be  prospected,  and  the  wealth 
contained  in  it  can  be  estimated  to  a  nicety. 
It  is  only  a  questi(»i  of  getting  it  out  of 
the  soil.  It  is  easy  to  prospect  a  great 
iron  blow,  even  if  it  consists  of  a  moun- 
tain, and  to  tell  what  wealth  is  in  it.  Tt 
is  often  easy  to  estimate  the  value  of  enor- 
mous copper  lodes,  and  great  silver  de- 
posits, but  in  gold  reef-mining,  or  alluvial 
gold-mining,  or  alluvial  mining  for  pre- 
cious stcmes,  the  propofiiti(»i  assumes  a 
speculative  character,  and  I  shall  never 
vote  for  putting  the  people's  money  into 
speculations  of  that  kind.  There  are  thou- 
sands of  men  who  are'<»ily  fit  to  be  wage- 
earners.  Th^  seem,  frwn  the  cradle  up- 
wards, to  desire  to  work  with  somebody 
over  them.  That  was  never  my  feeling. 
I  always  desired  to  take  the  risks  for  my- 
self. 

Sir  John  Forrest.— The  honorable 
member  is  an  individualist. 

Mr.  FOSTER. — I  am  a  very  strong  in- 
dividualist. The  reason  I  believe  in 
Socialism  is  that  it  will  give  the  individual 
a  chance  to  develop.  The  present  system 
gives  only  the  individual  who  has  wealth  a 
chance  to  develop. 

Sir  John  Forhest.  —  The  honorable 
member  must  have  had  wealth,  because  he 
has  done  well. 

Mr.  FOSTER.— I  believe  in  wealth,  but 
I  regret  to  say  that  I  did  not  do  well. 
Fighting  for  myself  as  an  independent 
man,  and  taking  the  risks,  I  have,  perhaps, 
less  in  hard  cash  than  I  should  have  had 
had  I  worked  for  wages.  I  want  to  see 
openings  kept  for  the  men  who  will  ti^e 
the  risks  for  themselves.  One  such  open- 
ing lies  in  speculative  mining  for  a  certain 


number,  and  another  glorious  opening  is  to 
be  found  in  farming.  The  man  who  goes 
into  the  wilderness,  and  strikes  out  for  him- 
self, cultivating  the  ground  and  giving 
wealth  to  the  naticHi,  is  a  benefactor. 
Nothing  can  be  more  unjust  than  to  accuse 
us  of  being  whole-hog  Socialists,  who-want 
to  nationalize  all  the  means  of  production, 
d-.stribution,  and  exchange,  and  run  them  as 
a  bureaucracy,  because  I  am  absolutely  op- 
posed to  ocHnpelling  the  little  fanner  to  for- 
sake his  home,  and  work  on  national  farms. 
Natitmal  farms,  to  absorb  the  unemployed, 
would  be  a  magnificent  idea,  but  I  shall 
never  give  a  vote  for  nati<sialinng  farming, 
and  bringing  in  all  the  small  farmers  who 
arc  such  a  benefit  to  the  nation. 

Sir  John  Forrest.  —  The '  honorable 
member  will  let  them  run  farms  of  their 
own,  I  suppose?  Some  pec^le  would  not 
let  them  do  that. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  —  Most  decidedly.  I 
would,  but  we  have  extremists  in  all  coun- 
tries. For  instance,  Mr.  Lonsdale,  the 
old  gentleman  whom  I  displaced  in  this 
House,  is  advertised  to-day  to  debate  with 
Mr,  Scott  Bennett,  in  Svdney.  oti  the  ques- 
ticm  of  Single  Tax  versus  Socialism,  T 
respect  the  old  gentleman  for  standing 
loyally  to  his  single  tax  ideas,  but  he  chose 
to  be  an  extremist  instead  of  a  practical 
man,  hence  we  have  the  extremist  debating 
with  Mr.  Scott  Bennett-  and  the  practicaT 
man  in  this  Hous^  I  suppose  I  am  licre 
to-dav  because  of  my  practical  programme, 
of  which  the  fact  that  I  have  no  objection 
to  a  man  owning  his  own  farm  is  an  evi- 
d«Ke.  What  I  do  object  to,  and  wiir 
fight  tooth  nnd  nail  as  Innsr  a«  T  nm  in 
politics,  which  I  b<^  will  be  all  my  life, 
«ther  inside  or  outside  the  House,  is  land 
monopoly.  Tt  matters  little  to  me  whether 
the  man  on  the  soil  owns  his  land  or  leases 
it  iiottx  the  Government,  so  long  as  I  know 
fhat  the  Government  gets  a  return  iiom 
him  either  in  rent  or  in  taxation,  and  so 
Iwig  as  the  Government  have  the  power, 
as  the  New  South  Wales  Government  have 
to-day,  to  resume  that  land  if  it  is  required. 
That  is  real  land  nationalization.  New 
South  Wales  has  the  power  to  resume  any 
land  whatsoever  so  l<xig  as  it  pays  decently 
for  it,  and,  of  course,  it  is  our  bounden 
duty  to  pay  f<x  what  we  take.  I  should 
think  that  under  the  British  Sag  every  Go- 
vernment possesses  such  power.  It  seems 
to  be  a  principle  of  British  law  that  the 
land  and  the  minerals  in  it  belong  to  the 
Crown.  While  that  is  so,  we  have  land 
nationalizaticxi,  or  the  power  to  nationalize 
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land.  I,  of  course,  want  to  naticmaliM  a 
little  faster ;  to  get  some  of  the  big  estates 
back  as  quickly  as  I  can,  so  that  they  may 
be  cut  up  and  people  given  htxnes  upon 
them.  To  resume  only  five  estates  when 
500  are  needed  is  to  go  too  slowly,  but 
still  we  have  the  power,  and  it  is  a  px)d 
thing  that  we  have.  There  should  be  a 
sort  of  h<HK)ur  ammg  public  in&i,  even  if 
ne  oppose  one  another  in  party  warfare. 
When  it  comes  to  dealing  out  blows,  they 
should  consider  one  another's  position 
fairly  and  straightforwardly,  and  if  the 
party  opposite  will  fight  us  on  our  pro- 
gramme as  laid  down,  on  our  pledges  as 
we  have  given  them,  and  on  what  we  have 
advocated  in  this  House,  I  shall  accept  that 
fight,  and  return  blow  for  blow  in  an  hon- 
orable way.  But  when  they  go  out  of 
their  way  to  pillory  us  as  '*  whole  hog" 
Socialists,  they  are  playing  the  game  very 
unfairly. 

Mr.  Mahon. — Such  as  in  the  allegation 
that  we  wish  to  break  the  marriage  tie,  and 
a  few  other  things. 

Mr.  FOSTER.— I  am  pleased  that  they 
have  dropped  the  marriage-tie  business, 
which  is  now  in  the  Umbo  of  the  past.  I 
was  beginning  to  believe  that  they  had 
dropped  the  caucus  business  also,  seeing 
that  they  had  adopted  the  caucus  itself, 
and  diat  one  of  their  great  methods  of 
bringing  about  th^  present  fusion  was  the 
use  of  the  caucus.  But  apparently  they 
still  intend  to  use,  as  a*whip  to  scourge  us 
with,  not  the  caucus  which  we  really  bold, 
but  the  caucus  which  exists  in  their  imagi- 
nation or  which  they  want  to  put  into  the 
imagination  of  the  public.  If  they  told  the 
truth  as  to  what  we  do  as  a  caucus  I  should 
have  no  objectim. 

Sitting  suspended  from  1  to  2.1$  p.m. 

Mr.  FOSTER. — Shortly  before  we  rose 
fcH-  lunch  I  was  dealing  with  the  imptxtant 
question  of  the  Xorthem  Territory.  If  I 
could  thtHOughly  trust  the  administration  of 

the  present  Government,  I  should  have  no- 
tlfing  but  praise  lo  offer  them  for  a  proposi- 
tion of  this  kind ;  but,  when  I  look  at  the 
composition  of  the  Government,  and  at  th«r 
supporters,  I  am  constrained  to  remember 
the  maladministration  of  the  lands  and 
mining,  not  only  in  my  own  State,  but 
throughout  Australia.  The  two  great  inte- 
rests that  will  have  to  be  administered  in  the 
Northern  Territwy,  outside  defence,  will  be 
mining  and  land  settlement.  (  do  not 
know  that  I  need  have  too  much  suspicion 
of  the  administration,  because  during  my 


examinatitm  of  reccK-ds  I  found  a  statement 
made  by  tha  Minister  of  Defetice,  at  one 
period  of  his  histmy,  which  might  lead  ur 
to  suppose  that  he  would  be  more  Radical 
in  his  administration  than,  perhaps,  I 
shmild.  The  wxds  of  the  Minister  are 
as  follows : — 

I  do  not  believe  10  paying  for  land  at  all. 
I  believe  ia  taxing  it,  and  if  we  tax  it  to  its 
full  unlcnpTovcd  value  we  shall  have  00  need 
to  sell  it — indeed,  no  one  will  buy  it.  When  a 
man  wants  a  bit  of  land  in  this  Colony 
he  has  to  go  hundieds  of  miles  back  into  the 
bush,  behind  bis  stiong  neighbour,  who  has 
picked  out  the  eyes  of  the  country.  We  ought 
to  tax  the  strong  netghboui  for  erery  ounce  of 
privilege  which  be  possesses  over  the  man  who 
proposes  to  go  into  the  busb. 

If  we  could  trust  th^  oxisistency  of  the 
i^iinister  of  Defence,  we  might  rejmce  at 
his  presence  in  the  Government  in  the  face 
of  such  a  calamity  as  the  return  of  tl^  pre- 
sent Government  to  power  after  the  next 
election.  We  then  might  suppose  that  he 
wculd  safeguard  the  interests  of  posterity ; 
but  I  am  not  disposed  to  trust  him  too 
much,  seeing  that  he  has  recanted  in  so  many 
things,  inc'luding,  according  to  a  Melbourne 
journal  this  morning,  even  the  matter  of  Free 
Trade.  Of  course,  as  honorable  monbers  will 
UTiderstand,  the  more  honorable  members 
come  over  to  the  Protectionist  side,  the  better 
I  shall  like  them.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
the  development  of  the  N(»tbern  Territory 
is  linked  with  the  que&tu»i  of  immigration. 
In  the  United  States  of  America  the  cry 
of  "Go  West"  gave  rise  to  population;  and 
a  similar  movement  has  caused  great  settle- 
ment in  Australia.  We  have  now  a  great 
State  in  the  Northern  Territory,  practically 
urexptoited  ;  and,  if  we  make  proper  use  of 
our  opportunity,  we  shall  be  able  to  in- 
vile  our  brothers  and  cousins  in  the  old  land 
to  settle  there.  We  must  construct  roads 
and  railways,  possibly  at  the  expense  of 
millions,  and  then  we  shall  be  able  to  call 
upon  people  to  make  their  homes  and  a  livinK 
there.  If  people  who  come  are  dissatisfied 
with  the  quiet,  humdrum  life  of  the  <»'dinary 
settler — if  they  have  within  them  the  spirit 
'  f  adventure  which  brought  our  fathers 
to  the  gold-fields — they  can  be  invited  to 
go  -North,  where  there  is  a  great  mineral 
area  to  be  opened  up,  and  where  Ihere  are 
land  values  conceived  of  <»ily  by  very  few 
here.  In  my  electwate  there  is  a  man  who 
holds  an  enormous  area  in  the  Northern 
Territory ;  and  he  informs  me  that  the 
main  trouble  is  not  too  litt'e  grass,  but  too 
miKh  grass — too  much  exuberance  of  na- 
ture—with not  encragh  stf^^cUlpm^e. 
Of  course,  that  n^^H^^FU^^Sat  be 
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said  of  many  of  the  settled  parts  of  Aus- 
tralia; but  it  applies  ten-thousand-fold  in 
the  case  of  the  Northern  Territory.  What 
a  trust  is  put  into  our  hands  I  I  ask  the 
people  of  Australia  whether  they  will  rely 
on  the  present  Government,  with  monopol- 
ists and  others  behind  theiri  who  would  ex- 
ploit Australia  for  the  wealthy  «ily,  to  lay 
down  a  land  policy  or  a  mining  policy  for 
this  great  new  State?  Will  they  not  rathej- 
place  the  power  with  a  party  who  would 
develop  the  Territory  in  the  interests  of  the 
whole  of  the  people?  I  went  to  Western 
Australia  in  the  early  days  of  gold-mining. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  wonder  the  hon- 
orable member  did  not  stay  there ! 

Mr.  FOSTER. — I  'did  not  stay  because 
of  the  bad  mining  laws  passed  by  the  hon-> 
orable  gentleman's  Go\-emment.  The  min- 
ing laws,  when  Bailey's  Reward  was  dis- 
covered, were  a  disgrace  to  an  Australian 
State.  They  resulted  in  the  locking  up  of 
ten  miles  square  at  Coolgardie  from  hond 
fide  prospectors,  in  the  mterests  of  wild- 
cat companies;  and  we  do  not  desire  to 
see  the  same  in  the  Northern  Territory. 
Can  we  trust  the  Treasurer,  and  those  with 
him.  to  administer  the  Northern  Territorj-, 
with  the  j%sult,  it  may  be,  of  its  being 
locked  up  in  the  interests  of  wild-cat  cor- 
porations, who  gamble  in  mining  stocks  and 
shares? 

Sir  John  Forrest.  —  The  honorable 
member  is  romancing ! 

Mr.  FOSTER.— No  doubt  it  is  a  ro- 
mance to  gentlemen  who  fai!  on  their  feet 
and  make  tens  of  thousands  of  pounds. 
Any  man  who,  by  means  of  locking  up 
leases  by  the  scwe,  has  been  able  to  ex- 
clude the  legitimate  miner,  and  thus  create 
a  big  banking  account  for  himself,  may 
well  regard  the  whole  business  as  a  ro- 
mance; in  fact,  it  is  like  a  chapter  out  of 
Deadwood  Dick.  The  mining  history  of 
Victoria,  New  South  Wales,  or  Western 
Australia  shows  that  this  trouble  has  always 
cropped  up — exploitation  has  gone  cm  in 
the  interests  of  the  few  who  desire  to 
gamble.  According  to  repCHrts,  there  is  in 
the  Northern  Territon'  alMindance  of  room 
for  exploitation  by  bond  fi.de  miners.  In 
Western  Australia  it  was  net  until  the  first 
part  of  the  boom  was  over  that  any  atS- 
vanoe  was  made — it  was  not  until  there 
had  been  battles  for  month,*  and  months 
that  there  was  any  genuine  development — 
and  we  have  no  desire  for  a  repetition  of 
this  history  in  the  Northern  Territory.  I 
{appeal  to  the  House  and  the  people  not 


to  give  the  Treasurer  and  his  p(^itical  as- 
sociates an  opp<»rtunity  to  administer  the 
new  State.  We  are  told  of  the  great  dif- 
ficulties that  will  have  to  be  met  in  trans- 
mitting by  railway  and  so  forth  the  pro- 
ducts of  the  Northern  Territory ;  but  to 
men  in  a  big  way.,  who  finance  large  com- 
panies with  millions  of  money,  this  cost 
will  be  only  a  small  item.  Probably  the 
produce  will  be  taken  down  to  the  coast, 
and  there  shipped;  and,  though  this  may 
prove  expensive,  those  concerned  will  lie 
able  to  afford  the  cost.  If  the  heart  of  the 
Government  were  beating  behind  every  in- 
dividual miner,  we  should  soon  find  smelt- 
ing works  established  on  the  spot.  Tha 
same  kind  of  exploitation  of  which  I  am 
cxMuplaining  now  goes  oti  in  connexion  with 
the  mining  of  tin,  bismuth,  wolfram,  cop- 
per, and  so  forth,  and  the  Government 
ought  to  see  that  the  miners  are  not  cheated 
by  th>  middlonan  buyer.  A  companv  in 
Sydney,  foe  instance,  may  send  a  wire  to 
its  buyer  on  the  fields,  saying  that  their 
price  for  tin  to-day  is  £,^o  per  ton,  while, 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  it  is  worth  to  that  <xm- 
pany  ;^i20  per  ton.  Thus  the  miner  can 
be  quietly  and  legally  robbed,  although  he 
is  acting  as  a  pioneer  in  the  development 
of  the  country.  Under  present  circum- 
stances the  miner  is  compelled  to  sell  to 
this  private  buyer;  and  this  sort  of  thing 
has  been  going  on  for  years  and  years  in 
New  South  Wales.  We  ought  to  see  that  in 
the  Northern  TerritOTy  the  miner  is  fol- 
lowed with  crushing  machinery  and  smelt- 
ing works  on  a  national  scale ;  in  fact,  the 
development  of  the  country  would  justify 
such  works  at  a  very  early  stage,  because 
there  is  nothing  more  helpful  than  treat- 
ment machinery  close  at  hand.  Let  us  make 
the  newest  State  of  the  Commonwealth  an 
ideal  otw  for  the  real  developer,  and  keep 
off  the  hands  of  the  wild-cat  man.  I  do 
not  wish  it  to  be  understood  for  a  moment 
that  I  have  any  objection  to  the  legitimate 
mining  company  working  a  concession  in  a 
proper  way.  I  hope  that  millions  of  pounds 
will  be  invested  by  speculators  in  the  North- 
ern Territory ;  all  I  am  objecting  to  is  the 
monopolising  of  big  areas  such  as  we  have 
seen  elsewhere.  We  must  not  forget  also 
that  the  first  miners  who  go  to  the  Northern 
Territory  will  be  the  pioneers,  and  that, 
when  the  easy  mining  is  over,  these  men 
with  their  families  will  become  settlers.  The 
possibilities  of  tropical  production  in  the 
Territory  are  almost  unlimited,  and  settle- 
ment of  the  kind  I  have-indi^teal^ould  be 
encouraged  — Dj|gaS*toeBFOMgl^Iy  \yf 
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the  sons  and  daughters  of  miners, 
but  by  immigrants  from  abroad.  A 
few  days  since  whilst  travelling  in  a 
railway  train  I  met  a  gentleman  who  holds 
a  million  acres  of  land  in  the  Northern  Ter- 
ritory, and  discussed  with  him  the  possi- 
bilities of  that  portion  of  the  Common- 
wealth. I  am  not  one  of  those  who  say 
that  a  man  should  not  be  allowed  to  hold  a 
million  acres  of  land  if  it  is  available  and 
he  wants  it.  If  a  man  has  capital,  and  is 
prepared  to  take  up  and  develop  a  million 
acres  it  is  far  better  that  he  should  be  per- 
mitted to  do  so — ^that  he  should  use  it  for 
raising  sheep  and  cattle — than  that  it  should 
remain  idle.  But  if  we  allow  men  to  take 
up  large  areas  under  lease  in  the  Northern 
Territory  we  must  take  care  to  provide 
safeguards  for  the  man  who  is  to  come 
later  mi  when  closer  settlement  is  possible. 
We  have  a  noble  opportunity  in  this  direc- 
tion, but  are  we  to  trust  hcHUvabte  mem- 
bers opposite  with  the  development  of  the 
Territory?  Are  we  to  intrust  to  a  Prime 
Minister  who  is  opposed  to  a  progressive 
land  tax  and  to  closer  settlement  here,  the 
task  of  clearing  the  way  for  closer  settle- 
ment in  the  Northern  Territory  ?  The  posi- 
tion is  so  obvious  that  I  cannot  conceive  of 
the  people  at  the  n«tt  general  election  re- 
turning to  this  Parliament  any  man  who  is 
not  pledged  to  a  progressive  land  tax. 

Mr.  Mathews. — Some  honorabe  mem- 
l^rs  opposite  have  prtnnised  to  supp(Ht  a 
land  tax  but  will  not  do  so. 

Mr.  FOSTER.— The  interjection  made 
by  the  honorable  member  is  a  pertinent 
one.  We  are  now  in  the  final  session 
of  a  dying  Parliam«it,  and  may  oxi- 
sequently  expect  ,  a  great  deal  of  pre- 
tence. Indeed,  many  pretences  of  a.  re- 
gard  for  Liberalism  and  Democracy  are  to 
lie  found  in  the  Afinisterial  programme.  But 
let  the  people  of  Australia  beware.  What 
can  they  expect  from  a  party  of  honorable 
members  who  have  thrown  overboard  Free 
Trade,  Protection  and  Liberalism,  and  who 
can  fuse  and  confuse  on  all  the  pledges 
they  have  given  to  their  constituents? 
Their  sole  object  is  to  i;ain  time  and  plav 
the  game  of  blufT.  They  play  it  well. 
The  Employers'  Federation  and  all  the 
Conservative  reactionaries  of  the  Conunon- 
wealth  know  that,  as  surely  as  night  fol- 
lows day,  so  surely  will  the  Labour  party 
come  into  power,  not  only  in  Federal,  but 
in  State  politics.  Realizing  this,  they  be- 
lieve that  their  only  chance  is  to  gain  time 
by  a  game  of  bluff.  If  they  had  a  proper 
conception  of  the  objects  of  our  party  there 


would  be  no  occasion  for  them  to  do  so. 
We  are  willing  to  assist  and  encourage  every 
legitimate  enterprise.  No  business  man  in 
the  Commonwealth  has  cause  to  fear  our 
legislation.  We  have  not  the  slightest  in- 
tention to  injure  any  le^timate  business  man. 

Mr.  Atkinson. — The  Labour  party  do 
not  intend  to  do  anything  of  [hf,  kind,  but 
they  will, 

Mr.  FOSTER — The  honorable  member 

will  have  to  devote  many  years  to  study 
before  he  can  possibly  comprehend  the 
Labour  policy. 
Mr.  Atkinson. — I  have. 

Mr.  FOSTER— Some  honorable  mem- 
bers are  petrified  so  far  as  what  may  be 
described  as  the  humanitarian  portion  of 
their  brains  is  concerned.  A  man  .who  is 
born  selfish,  and  who  lives  for  self,  cannot 
be  expected  to  comprehend  the  doctrines 
of  Christianity. 

Mr.  McWiLUAMS. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Wilmot  is  the  most  unselfish  man 
in  the  House. 

Mr.  FOSTER— I  am  speaking  not  of 
the  honorable  membn*  but  of  his  class.  He 
is  certainly  one  of  the  most  kindly  men  of 
his  class  whom  I  have  ever  met.  But  I 
can  conceive,  however,  of  s«ne  htmorable 
members  having  been  taught  the  doctrine 
of  "self,  self,  self,"  from  the  cradle 
to  manhood.  They  undoubtedly  mumble 
every  day  the  Lord's  Prayer.  They  pray, 
"  Give  us  this  day  our  daily  bread,"  but  it 
has  never  been  pointed  out  to  them  that  they 
should  practise  what  they  preach ;  that  a 
religion  that  cannot  be  practised  is  no  good, 
and  that  the  Christian  who  attends  a  Chris- 
tian church  is  expected  to  endeavour  to 
make  Christianity"  a  law  of  the  land.  Some 
honorable  members  opposite  do  not  appear 
to  realize  what  is  expected  of  them  in  this 
regard.  How  can  we  hope  to  make  them 
realize  it?  A  boy  needs  to  be  trained 
from  the  first  in  the  right  path,  and  when 
he  reaches  manhood  he  will  have  implanted 
in  him  the  spirit  of  Democracy,  and  will  be 
prepared  to  fight  his  own  battles.  It  is  in 
this  respect  that  the  Labour  party  stand  in 
striking  contrast  to  those  who  would  retard 
progress  and  Democracy.  They  fear  that 
we  would  injure  them.  That  fear  is 
groundless.  We  have  no  desire  to  injure 
any  one,  but  we  shall  certainly  endeavour 
to  block  those  who  would  exploit  their 
fellow  men  or  seek  special  privileges.  The 
privileges  of  the  monopolists  have  been  the 
curse  of  the  United  States.  That  nation  in 
its  development  has  furni^d  an  example 
to  the  whole  wcv^ed  bylhcOKil^  its 
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gigantic  and  rapid  cnrnnercial  development 
has  never  been  seen,  but  I  believe  that  it 
will  not  be  long  before  the  pe<^le  there 
vili  work  out  their  own  salvation. 

Mr.  King  O'Malley.— The  trouble 
there  is  that  the  working  men  themselves 
have  failed  to  exercise  the  franchise. 

Mr.  FOSTER.— If  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  when  they  were  only 
4,000,000  strong,  had  enjoyed  manhood 
suffrage  as  we  know  it  to-day,  they  would 
have  been  a  much  greater  nation  than  they 
are.  Instead  of  finding  inordinate  wealth 
on  the  one  hand  and  extreme  poverty  on 
the  other,  we  should  see  every  one  there 
to-day  in  the  happy  positicm  of  having 
enough  to  permit  of  his  living  in  oomfcnt. 

Mr.  McWiLUAMS. — Is  not  the  present 

n'tion  due  to  the  fact  that  the  trusts  and 
ghts  of  Labour  in  the  United  States  of 
America  have  compromised  in  cffder  to  ex- 
ploit the  public  ? 

Mr.  FOSTER.—We  all  know  that 
Knights  of  Labour,  Socialists,  Anarchists, 
and  a  veritable  flotsam  and  jetsam  have 
been  struggling  to  get  out  of  the  thraldom 
of  the  trusts ;  to  get  freed^  to  live  as  a 
man  should  live,  and  to  secure  a  fair  por- 
ticm  of  the  wealth  of  America  which  they 
themselves  have  developed.  But  there  'is 
no  body  in  America  that  will  compare 
with  the  great  Labour  party  of  Australia. 
The  people  there  have  not  yet  recognised 
the  desirableness  and  the  wisdom  of  bring- 
ing togther  all  who  believe  in  a  solid  De- 
•  mocracy  to  fight  not  with  the  assassin's 
knife  or  in  any  way  that  would  hurt  the 
people,  but  quietly,  soberly,  intelligently, 
'and  consistently  by  means  of  the  ballot-box. 
The  great  delight  I  have  in  the  Labour 
party  is  that  we  have  power  to  block  the 
trust  system  that  has  so  operated  in  America 
as  to  cause  elections  there  to  be  carried  on 
by  means  of  mmiey.  Keep  the  people  poor 
and  you  can  buy  them  every  time !  Our 
safeguard  lies  in  our  effort  to  make  them 
better  off.  In  America,  however,  the  mil- 
lionaire recognises  that  so  long  as  he  can 
keep  the  bulk  of  the  people  poor,  he  will  be 
able  to  buv  them  at  his  own  price  at  election 
time.  No  doubt  the  monopolists  support- 
ing the  Government  would  like  to  keep  the 
workers  here  so  poor  that  they,  too,  would 
be  able  to  buy  them  when  a  general  election 
came  round.  But  one  pleasing  feature  of 
the  Americans  is  that  rich  and  poor  alike 
join  in  standing  up  for  their  country.  I  am 
told  by  those  who  have  travelled  through 
the  States  that  every  Yankee  declares  that 
America  is  the  best  country  on  God's  earth. 


Mr.  AtUNScm. — Australians  do  the 
same. 

Mr.  FOSTER.— Some  honorable  mem- 
bers opposite  have  gone  so  far  as  to  libel 
the  Commonwealth  by  saying  that  it  is 
ruined  by  Labour  legislation.  They  knew 
that  that  statement  was  a  deliberate  lie, 
and  that  when  the>  came  into  power  they 
would  not  alter  one  line  of  the  legislation 
of  which  they  complained.  It  is  such  state- 
ments that  injure  a  country  in  the  eyes  of 
the  rest  of  the  world. 

Mr.  Crouch.  —To  the  extent  that  it  fol- 
lows Labour  legislation  the  country  is  on 
the  road  to  ruin. 

Mr.  Mathews. — The  latest  convert  to 
Cfmservatism  t 

Mr.  FOSTER.— The  other  day  when 
travelling  by  rail  in  the  western  districts  of 
New  South  Wales  1  met  two  young  men 
who  were  discussing  the  possibilities  of 
land.  One  of  them  said,  "  Talk  about 
wheat-growing !  We  cannot  grow  wheat 
like  that  produced  in  Manitoba " ;  and 
presently  the  other  young  man  said  that 
we  could  not  hope  to  do  what  Canada  had 
done.  In  this  way  the  conversation  pro- 
ceeded for  about  an  hour,  when  turning  to 
one  of  these  young  Australians,  I  asked, 
"Do  you  come  from  France?"  His  re- 
ply wiis  "  No,  I  am  an  Australian.  Why 
did  you  take  me  for  a  Frenchman?"  Then 
I  inquired  of  his  friend,  "  Are  you  a 
foreigner?"  "No,"  said  he,  "I  am  as 
good  an  Australian  as  you  are."  My  reply 
was,  "  A  man  who  speaks  in  such  disparag- 
ing terms  of  his  own  country  is  disloval  to 
it." 

Mr.  Atkinson. — Suppose  he  was  tell- 
ing the  truth. 

Mr.  FOSTER.— Could  anything  do 
more  to  spoil  the  credit  of  Australia,  and 

keep  the  legitimate  immigrant  out  of  the 
country  ?  I  would  welcome  a  million  im- 
migrants to-morrow,  if  they  came  with 
sufficient  money  to  enable  them  to  paddle 
their  own  canoes.  We  have  plenty  of  room 
for  men  who  have  mcxiey. 

Mr.  Atkinson. — ^And  for  men  without 

money. 

Mr.  Mc Williams. — Most  of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  Parliament  who  came  to  Aus- 
tralia as  immigrants  came  without  much 
money. 

Mr.  FOSTER.— The  honorable  member 
for  Wilmot  says  that  Australia  cannot  do 
as  well  as  Canada. 

Mr.  Atkinson. — I  did  not  say  anything 
of  the  kind.     Digitized  by  Google 
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Mr.  FOSTER.— The  honwaWe  member 
is  recanting.  Perhaps  he  will  explain 
himself  later.  If  rumour  be  true,  he  will 
not  have  an  opportunity  to  do  so  in  this 
Parliament  after  the  next  electitm.  It  is 
said  that  there  is  plenty  of  room  in  this 
country  for  immigrants  without  means,  but 
let  any  hMiorable  member  hump  his  bluey 
round  Australia,  and  see  if  he  can>  get 
work.  It  is  the  unskilled  labourer  for  wh(xn 
the  Governm«its  of  the  States  are  angling. 
He  is  a  useful  man  when  a  strike  is  threat- 
ening,  and  can  be  used  to  block  rises  in 
wages.  I  do  not  blame  the  Ministerialists 
for  supporting  the  introduction  of  such 
labour  ;  that  is  consistent  with  their  policy  ; 
but  I  shall  fight  tooth  and  nail  against 
every  attempt  to  bring  here  men  without 
means  until  there  is  work  for  them  to  do. 
I  shall  welcome  men  with  means  who  come 
voluntarily,  whether  from  Germany  or 
France,  or  from  England.  Ireland,  Scot- 
\and,  or  Wales.  I  shall  welcCHne  Euro- 
peans who  will  come  here  and  be  natural- 
ized, standing  under  our  banner,  and  mak- 
ing themselves  family  men.  It  would  be 
absurd  for  any  believer  in  a  White  Aus- 
tialia  to  oppose  immigration.  It  is  evident 
that  we  must  fill  the  continent  with  white 
men  and  women,  that  we  must  populate 
our  waste  places,  and  increase  our  popula- 
tion from  4,000,000  to  40,000,000,  if, 
during  the  next  hundred  years,  we  are  to 
prevent  Asiatic  nations  frtxn  t&king  our 
territory  frcon  us.  We  have  our  own  for- 
tunes to  make.  The  Imperial  Gorcrnmoit 
has  shown  itself  careless  in  regard  to  the 
Northern  Territory.  Great  Britain  has 
done  so  well  by  expldting  coloured  labour 
in  India  that  her  statesrom  were  willing  to 
allow  coloured  labour  to  enter  the  Northern 
Territorv.  One  can  understand  the  kink  in 
the  minds  of  these  men,  inhabiting  islands  of 
no  great  size,  in  respect  to  the  extension  of 
the  Empire.  They  see  that  France,  Ger« 
many,  Belgium,  Holland,  Italy,  and 
Russia  do  not  contain  more  than 
3,700,000  square  miles,  and  naturally  con- 
sider that  there  is  room  in  Australia  for 
two  or  three  nations.  But  while  they 
think  in  acres,  we  think  in  miles,  and  it 
is  our  loyalty  to  the  Empire  that  makes 
us  do  this.  We  fee  that  the  British 
race  is  cramped  in  its  own  islands,  and 
has  to  send  its  surplus  population  abroad, 
to  the  United  States,  Canada,  and  other 
plares.  We  wish  the  stream  of  emigra- 
tion to  set  in  this  direction,  so  that  Aus- 
tralia, and  not  the  islands  which  consti- 
tute Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  may  in 


time  become  the  coitre  of  the  Empire* 
When  we  get  the  numbers,  we  may  rea- 
sonably expect  that  to  hai^>en.     It  be- 
hoves us,  as  Australians,  to  look  after  the 
development  and  future  of  the  Northern 
Territory,  and  not  to  rely  too  much,  on 
the  British  authorities  in  tht  matter.  The 
advertising    of    Ausftralia    must  oom- 
mence    h  we    and    now .      I    appea  1  to 
every  Australian,  whether  he  be  one  by 
birth   or    by    residence  only,  to  stand 
up  for  his  country,  and  to  speak  well  of  it 
on  every  occa^on.    If  we  have  not  done 
as  well  as  Canada  and  the  United  States, 
we    shall    ultimately    do    as    well  an<I 
better,    because   we   have   the  necessary 
resources     and     opportunities.  Those 
who      travel      abroad      should  take 
every   occasion   to   advertise   their  coun- 
try by  standing  up  for  it.    I  myself  shoui"! 
very  much  like   the   pleasure  of  foreign 
travel,  to  see  other  countries,  instead  of 
reading  about  them.      When  we  get  ;m 
Australian  sentiment,   we  shall   have  the 
birth  of  a  bright,  new,  young  nation,  proud 
of  its  nationality.    Hitherto  the  States  ha\t 
pursued  a  lamentable   policy,   which  has 
landed  the  country  in  a  public  debt  amount- 
ing to  tens  of  millions  of  pounds.     I  am 
ppoud  of   the  COTunonwealth  Parliament, 
because  it  has  pronounced  against  public 
borrowing.     I  have  told  the  people  that 
they  need  never  be  afraid  that  this  Parli.i- 
ment  will  increase  the  public  debt  by  bor- 
rowing from  the  German  Jews  of  London, 
pawning  the  country's  inheritancfc      But  • 
now  I  see  it  mooted  in  the  press,  and  I 
hear  whispei^  to  the  effect,  Uiat  this  Go- 
vernment is  [ni^aring  to  borrow.    We  must 
have  uKMiey  to  develop  the  countr)-.  The 
members  of  the  Labour  party  may  not  1^ 
skilled  financiers,  but  it  is  the  A  B  C  nf 
economics  that  development  is  impossible 
without  money.     You  could  not  start  ri 
farm,  a  factory,  or  anything  else,  without 
cash.    For  the  development  of  a  continent, 
tens  of  milli<ms  are  necessary;   At  the  pre- 
sent time,  Customs  and  Excise  revenue  is 
the  main  source  of  our  re\'enue.    But  hai^e 
we  ciploited  the  other  sources?  Those 
who  are  loyal  to  Australian  interests  will 
have  to  demand  that  the  Ccxnmonwealth 
shall  take,  not  one-fourth  of  the  Customs 
and  Excise  revenue,  but  considerably  more. 
The  action  of   the    Parliament   of  New 
South  Wales  in  remitting  the  State  income 
tax  shows  that  we  are  returning  to  the 
States  more  money  than  is  needed  for  their 
requirements.    I  shall  be^e  of  those  who 
will  do  their  bestgitedkMrmgQQ^I^  re. 
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tention  by  the  Conmonwealth  of  a  suffi- 
ciently large  part  of  the  Customs  and  Ex- 
cise revenue  to  better  serve  the  neais  of 
Australia. 

Mr.  King  O'Malley. — We  do  not  bor- 
row money ;  we  borrow  credit. 

Mr.  FOSTER.— When  I  speak  of 
money,  I  mean  credit.  The  business  of  the 
world  is  done  on  credit,  not  with  hard 
cash.  Who  says  that  there  is  not  enough 
nKMiey  in  Australia  for  the  development 
of  the  Commonwealth  without  borrowing 
abroad?  Look  at  the  millions  in  the  sav- 
ings banks,  and  at  the  credit  which  we 
can  get  from  our  own  people  I  Let  us 
finance  ourselves.  Let  us  retain  a  reason- 
Dble  portion  of  the  Customs  and  Excise 
revenue.  That,  however,  will  not  be 
enough  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the 
\ears  that  are  coming.  We  must  exhaust 
the  possibilities  of  taxati(Mi.  I  do  not 
look  upon  a  land  tax  as  a  means  of  gain- 
ing revenue  so  much  as  a  means  for  break- 
ing up  the  large  estates  and  cheapening 
land.  But  we  shall  get  some  revenue  frroi 
land  taxation,  and  more  from  an  absentee 
land  tax.  It  is  time  that  the  absentee  paid 
his  share  of  the  cost  of  government. 

Dr.  Wilson. — Does  tlw  honorable  mem- 
lier  think  that  a  land  tax  would  cheapen 
land? 

Mr.  FOSTER.— If  it  is  sufficiently 
heavy,  and  the  valuations  are  sufficiently 
honest,  it  will  cheapen  land  by  causing 
competition  among  the  big  land-holders  to 
get  their  land  settled. 

Mr.  Crouch. — What  does  the  honorable 
member  mean  by  sufficiently  heavy? 

Mr  FOSTER~If  the  honorable  mem- 
ber joins  the  Labour  party  he  will  know. 
Tt  is  not  our  business  to  pronulgate  a  land 
I)olicy  for  another  party.  When  we  assume 
the  reins  of  office,  we  shall  set  forth  our 
policy  in  detail.  I  stand  firmly  for  land 
taxation,  because  I  regard  it  as  the  quickest, 
most  econ(»nical»  and  expeditious  wav  of 
getting  at  the  value  of  land.  If,  instead 
of  paying  thousands  of  pounds  for  valua- 
tions, the  Land  Tax  Act  contained  a  sec- 
tion providing  for  the  resumption  of  land 
at  its  taxable  value,  plus  10  per  cent.,  or 
some  similar  percentage,  a  great  deal 
would  be  saved  in  valuation. 

Mr.  King  O'Malley. — It  would  be 
better  for  the  ibanks. 

Mr.  FOSTER.— It  would  be  better  for 
all  commerce  and  business.  I  feel  that  all 
the  honorable  members  opposite  are  not 
lost,  and  that  some  may  yet  be  snatched 


from  ultra-Conservatism.  A  few  years 
ago»  some  of  them  were  advocating  Donoc- 
racy,  and  the  nxM-al  of  the  Prodigal  Son 
must  not  be  forgotten.  They  may  return 
to  the  true  fold,  especially  if  rejected  at 
the  polls  at  the  next  election.  We  do  not 
wish  to  injure  legitimate  commerce  or  in- 
vestment, nor  do  we  wish  to  injure  the  big 
land-holders.  Our  desire  is  to  put  an  end 
to  land  monopoly,  and  to  give  the  small 
men  a  chance.  We  wish  to  put  i,ooa  or 
10,000  men  on  the  land,  where  there  is  now 
only  one  'man.  When  the  posnbilities  of 
land  taxation  are  exhausted,  we  can  do  as 
Great  Britain  has  done,  and  impose  an  in- 
come tax.  Notwithstanding  that  some  of 
the  States  have  inocwne  taxes,  I  do  not  think 
that  a  Commonwealth  income  tax  can  be 
objected  to,  if  the  money  is  to  be  used  for 
the  development  of  Australia.  The  wealthy 
should  contribute  to  this.  Of  course,  there 
would  have  to  be  exemptions.  I  would  ex- 
empt incomes  imder  ^£500  per  annum. 

Mr.  Faikbaikn. — Would  the  honorable 
member  subject  members  of  Parliament  to 
income  taxation  ? 

Mr.  FOSTER.— Most  decidedly,  though 
very  little  is  left  of  their  nC6oo  a  year 
when  they  have  paid  the  calls  upcHi  them, 
tt  is  a  cheap  gibe  to  draw  attention  to  the 
remunerati<»i  of  members  of  Parliament, 
especially  when  it  comes  from  one  who  has 
a  big  private  income,  and  can  follow  a 
profitable  business,  while  still  attending  to 
the  business  of  the  country.  But  the 
man  who  sacrifices  his  business  interests 
and  stands  in  tfiis  House  to  fight  the 
battles  of  his  country  will  find  ;^6oo  a 
very  «nall  sum  indeed.  In  a  national 
system  of  banking  we  should  have  another 
legitimate  source  of  several  millions  of 
pounds  of  revenue,  and  the  profits  that  now 
go  into  the  pockets  of  private  financiers 
would  flow -into  the  coffers  of  the  nation, 
and  be  available,  if  necessary,  for  great 
national  necessities  like  defence.  It  is 
when.  I  deal  with  questions  like  these  that 
I  feel  sorry  to  see  the  Prime  Minister  de- 
parting from  his  old  Australian  attitude, 
and  taking  up  his  present  little-Australian 
State  Rights  position.  When  sxsae  honor- 
able members  now  in  this  House  toured 
Australia  to  ask  the  people  to  enter  into 
Federation,  they  indirectly  promised  that 
it  would  mean  econany,  that  one  great 
Parliament  would  carry  out  all  the  great 
national  work  of  the  Commonwealth,  and 
that  there  would  be  no  iwiyssity  for  the  ex- 
pensive upkeep  ©Ji,1^s^(@^Ci?^^@»ents  as 
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they  exist  to-day.  They  led  the  people  to 
believe  that  there  would  be  no  need 
for  fourteen  Houses  of  Parliament,  with 
se\"en  Governors.  I  challenge  the  Prime 
Minister  to  set  to  work  now  in  that  direc- 
tion if  he  is  loyal  to  the  promises  that 
were  given  to  the  people  by  the  Federa- 
tionists.  Let  us  abolish  the  State  Upper 
Houses  to  begin  with.  Why  do  we  need 
twelve  Houses  of  Parliament  in  the 
States?  Surely  it  would  be  wise  to 
abolish  some  of  them,  and  economize. 
For  what  reason  do  we  require  six 
State  Governors  ?  I  do  not  object 
to  the  personnel  of  those  gentlemen, 
but  I  do  object  to  the  expense  of  their 
upkeep.  Those  are  directions  from  which 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  pounds  might  be 
brought  into  the  o^ers  of  the  Common- 
wealth. 

Dr.  Wilson. — Is  not  that  expense  borne 
bv  the  States? 

Mr.  FOSTER. — I  am  astonished  at  the 

honorable  member  asking  such  a  question 
of  intelligent  men.  When  I  speak  of  the 
people  of  the  Commonwealth,  am  I  not 
speaking  of  the  people  of  the  States?  I 
am  considering  the  interests  of  the  people 
as  Australians,  and  not  as  residents  of 
States.  The  matter  may  be  looked  at  from 
different  points  of  view,  but  it  is  the  same 
chap  that  pays  the  taxes  all  the  while.  No 
step  has  yet  been  taken  towards  effecting 
that  economy,  and  our  party  are  pilloried 
as  unificationists  and  wreckers  of  the  States 
when  they  propose  that  a  start  should  be 
made  in  that  direction..  It  is  high  time 
that  the  people  were  appealed  to  for  a 
direct  mandate  on  the  question.  I  chal- 
lenge honorable  members  opposite  to  put  it 
to  the  people  by  means  of  a  referendum. 
If  thev  did,  they  would  soon  discover  what 
the  people  think  about  the  existence  of  sax 
State  Governors  and  twelve  State  Houses. 

Dr.  Wilson. — ^We  have  not  ihe  power  to 
put  that  question  to  the  people. 

Mr.  FOSTER.— I  should  advise  the 
honorable  member  to  take  a  brain  bath  be- 
fore he  enters  into  a  discussion  of  these 
intricate  problems.  It  is  self-evident  that 
this  Parliament  can  put  to  the  people  by  a 
referendum  any  question  of  national  policy, 
or  that  affects  the  Constitution.  I  am  sur- 
prised at  the  honorable  member's  inanities. 

Mr.  King  O'Mallev. — We  have  thirty- 
nine  articles  ;  bevond  them  we  cannot  go. 

Mr.  FOSTER.— We  have  the  right  to 
nsk  the  neople  to  amend  the  Constitution. 

Dr.  Vfth^os. — But  not  to  amend  the 
States  Constitutions. 


Mr.  FOSTER.— There  speaks  a  member 
of  the  Tory  party.  He  desires  to  take 
from  the  people  their  right  to  govern  them- 
selves. He  shelters  hmiself  behind  the 
plea  that  we  cannot  do  this,  that^  or  the 
othei ;  but  is  it  not  high  time  that  we  made 
the  people  superior  to  any  Parliament  ?  Is 
it  not  time  that  we  so  altered  the  Consti- 
tution that  the  people  should  have  the 
final  veto?  There  is  no  such  word  as 
"can't"  when  the  pec^Ie's  rights  are  con- 
cerned. 

Dr.  Wilson. — There  is,  where  the 
States  ConstitutifMis  are  concerned. 

Mr.  FOSTER.—When  I  was  a  young 
man  of  twenty-three  or  twenty-four  I  had 
the  honour  to  attend  the  Bathurst  Federal 
Conventi<Mi  as  a  delegate.    I  went  as  a  lis- 
tener and  a  learner,  and  I  heard  some  of 
the  ablest  men  in  Australia  discuss  the 
problem  of  forming  a  Federal  Ccmstitution. 
The  Postmaster-General  won  my  admira- 
tion by  the  speeches  that  he  made  on  that 
occasion,  and  one  honorable  senator  put  in 
the  first  work  that  led  to  his  ultimate  elec- 
tion to  this  P^irliament,  but  the  one  fact 
that  was  borne  in  upcm  me,  and  that  re- 
mains with  me  to-day  as  fresh  as  ever, 
was  that  in  all  Constituticxis  the  greatest 
necessity  is  that  the  pet^le  should  be  able 
to  alter  them  when  Uiey  choose,  to  fit  the 
necessities  of  the  time.     Why  should  we 
be  bound  by  dead  men's  laws?   The  curse 
of  legislation  in  this  young  Australia  is 
that  it  has  been  possible  to  dig  up  old  Acts 
of  George  the  Fourth,  or  other  enactments 
that  were  passed  when  men  were  only  semi- 
savages  as  compared  with  what  they  aie 
to-day.    Any  Constitution  should  be  some- 
what diificult  of  alteration,  and  I  for  one 
do  not  want  to  see  amendments  made  too 
frequently,  but  the  Constitution  must  be 
subservient   to   the   people,  or  how  are 
we  to  have  a   true  Democracy  ?  The 
true    spirit    of     Democracj- ,     as  we 
gradually    learn    and    develop,    is  to 
drive  out  of  our  path  everything  that 
prevents  effect  being  given  to  the  people's 
will.     When  honorable  members  interject 
in  the  way  the  honorable  member  for 
Corangamite  did  just  now,  they  are  simply 
expressing  the  Tory  sentiments  which  are 
in  them,  and  must  come  out.    The  leopard 
cannot  change  his  spots,  and  that  is  another 
reason  why  the  people  should  at  t^je  next 
election  be  made  aware  of  the  kind  of  men 
to  whcffic  they  are  intrusting  the  destinies 
of  the  CommcMiwealth.     When  men  will 
assert  that  we  cannot  by  {deaqa-o^Meferen- 
dum  alter  the  Cbiiil3l!til3WW@il&id  some 
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law  because  it  is  on  the  statute-book*,  it 
is  high  time  that  they  made  way  for  the 
great  Democracy  whpch  must  ultimately 
rule.  1  was  dealing,  before  I  was  dr^wn 
off  at  a  tangent,  with  the  question  of  a  loan 
policy.  If  ever  we  reach  the  day  when  our 
burdens  of  taxation  cannot  be  increased, 
when  we  have  exhausted  all  the  resources 
of  taxation,  established  a  national  bank, 
conserved  to  the  Conamonwealth  the  profits 
of  j>anking,  and  taken  over  the  profits  of 
note  issues,  then,  and  not  until  then,  I  shall 
be  prepared  to  vote  for  a  loan,  but  even 
then  not  a  foreign  loan.  I  should  issue 
bonds  within  Australia,  and  ask  the  Aus- 
tralian people  to  lend  money  to  the  Fede- 
ral Government  to  carry  cm  its  business. 
Everything  we  do  in  this  Parliament,  whe- 
ther in  the  direction  of  finance,  postal  af- 
fairs, or  other  functions,  is  for  the  good 
of  the  whole  people,  and  thev  would  be 
mean  indeed  if  thev  were  not  willing  to 
pay  for  it.  I  heard  some  time  ago  a 
whisper  of  the  magnanimity  of  our  Aus- 
tralian bankers.  I  leamt  that  they  were 
quite  willing  to  finance  the  cost  of  a  Dread- 
nought, and  I  think  the  financiers  of  Aus- 
tralia, if  put  to  the  test,  would  even  stand 
by  this  Government  in  the  development  of 
this  Commonwealth,  and  so  obviate  the 
need  for  our  going  abroad  for  money. 
Foreign  borrowing  at  this  stage  of  our  his- 
tory would  be  a  ridiculous  policy,  and 
would  grow  like  a  cancer  on  our  nation- 
hood. 

Dr.  WnsON. — Would  not  the  principle 
be  the  same,  whetha  we  borrowed  in  Aus- 
tralia or  England? 

Mr.  FOSTER.— Certainly  not.  I  should 
not  be  ashamed  for  the  Commonwealth  to 
owe  mwiey  to  itself.  I  should  not  be 
ashamed  to  ask  the  men  who  had  made  this 
country  their  home,  and  who  are  helping  to 
develop  it,  to  lend  us  money ;  but  I  shall 
not  be  a  party  to  putting  Australia  any* 
further  in  pawn  to  the  Lcmdon  Jews.  Dur- 
ing mv  speech  I  have  refrained,  with  one 
exception,  from  quoting  extracts,  or  even 
looking  at  the  past  history  of  hcaiorable 
members  opposite,  because  other  honorable 
members  have  done  full  justice  to  that 
phase  of  the  question. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — The  h(»iorabIe  m^- 
bpr  wanted  to  be  brief. 

Mr.  FOSTER.— I  am  afraid  I  could  not 
possibly  have  been  brief  if  I  had  gone  into 
the  history  of  such  members  as  the  Minis- 
ter of  Defence.  I  'have  simply  endea- 
voured to  put,  from  my  own  stand-p(nntf 


the  position  that  now  confronts  us.    It  is 

sheer  hypocrisy  for  any  man  to  pretend 
that  the  policy  submitted  by  the  Prime 
Minister  is  for  this  session  only.  It  is 
simply  an  electioneering  poster,  and  it 
is  well  that  the  public  should  know  it. 
They  should  be  shown  the  true  tendency 
of  affairs,  because,  after  all,  true  history 
is  a  history  of  tendencies,  not  of  events. 
In  concluding,  X  should  like  to  apply  to  the 
present  situati(Hi  the  great  discovery  of  the 
law  of  impact  made  bv  Professor  Bicker- 
ton,  of  New  Zealand.  That  law  is  an 
astronomical  <Hie.  There  are  supposed  to 
be  in  the  firmament  dead  suns,  or  dead 
bodies,  rushing  through  space.  When  they 
collide  there  is  a  sudden  livening  up,  and, 
instead  of  solid  bodies,  we  get  a  gaseous 
formation.  We^ave  had  in  this  Cham- 
ber an  impact  of  three  such  bodies.  When 
that  sort  of  thing  happens,  lesser  bodies 
and  satellites,  like  meteorites  and  our  own 
moon,  shoot  off.  They  are  attracted  by  the 
main  body  of  the  fusion,  cx  go  off  in  an 
orbit  of  their  own.  There  has  been  a 
similar  throwing  off  of  smaller  bodies  in 
this  House,  of  which  the  separation  of  the 
<Hily  four  true  Liberals  in  the  so-called 
Liberal  party  is  an  instance.  A  lot  of  other 
sparks  have  been  thrown  off  in  other  direc- 
tions, but  so  contrary  are  the  ele- 
mental sentiments  within  the  bodies 
which  have  impacted  —  the  Free  Trade 
body,  the  so-called  Liberal- Protectionist 
body,  and  the  Conservative  body — 
so  different  are  they,  that  we  can  have 
no  hope  of  good  results  fnxn  thai  col- 
lision. Although  the  appearance  is  large 
and  luminous,  the  resultant  body  is  in  a 
very  gaseous  state;  and  I  predict  that 
when  the  electors  get  their  opportunity,  it 
will  lose  all  its  brightness,  and  prove  to  be 
only  a  very  small  sphere — a  very  small 
minority  in  this  House. 

Dr.  MALONEY  (Melbourne)  [3.16].— I 
have  followed  the  debates  somewhat  closely, 
and  T  am  impelled  to  believe  that  tlie 
time  to  end  the  system  of  party  govern- 
ment has  arrived  If  we  do  nothing 
mom  during  the  present  Parliam^t,  we 
should  take  steps  to  prevent  this  ccm- 
tinual  turmoil  and  fight.  I  take  it  that 
each  honorable  member  comes  into  this 
House  imbued  with  the  idea  of  helping 
his  native  or  adopted  land ;  and  he  must 
be  tired  of  the  "outs"  ever  fighting 
against  the  "ins."  I  am  sure  that  you, 
^fr.  speaker,  would  have  much  more  plea- 
sure in  controlling  Parliament  if  the  Min- 
istry were  electeidgitb^tttft^i^l^i^Qnstead 
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of  by  cliques,  partizans,  and  parties ;  and 
so  far  as  I  know,  the  first  experiment  in 
this  direction  in  Australia  was  made  by 
the  late  Government.  No  matter  how 
honorable  members  opposite  may  disagree 
with  our  views,  they  must  admit  that  there 
must  be  less  heartburning  when  the  CaM- 
nct  are  selected  in  the  way  I  suggest,  and 
not  nominated  by  one  individual.  The 
time  has  arrived  in  public  life  when  we 
should  not  permit  a  dictator  in  a  House 
of  Parliament,  just  as  we  refuse  to  per- 
mit a  dictator  on  the  Throne.  With  elec- 
tive Ministries  we  should  not  have  con- 
tiniuil  fault-findhig.  We  found  the  late 
Leader  of  the  Opposition,  and  none  more 
strongly,  finding  fault  with  whatever  pro- 
posal was  CTiunciated  by  the  Prime  Min- 
ister, until  one  evening  I  told  him  that, 
even  if  God  were  to  send  an  angel  down 
to  produce  a  Bill  for  the  Ministry,  he 
would  object  to  the  measure.  Contrast 
the  demeanour  of  the  Minister  of  Defence 
now  with  that  he  exhibited  night  after 
night  during  the  life  of  the  late  Govern- 
ment, of  which  the  honorable  member  for 
Ballarat  was  at  the  head.  Now  he  is  of 
smiling  countenance^  and  softly  spoken 
words ;  and  we  are  led  to  ask  whether 
there  is  such  a  mighty  difference  betwe^ 
the  petition  on  the  left  of  the  Speaker 
and  the  position  on  the  right.  In  my 
opinion  thiu  change  of  demeanour  ts  not 
justified  by  the  transfer  from  the  leader^ 
ship  of  the  Opposition  to  the  membCTship 
of  the  Government.  If  we  had  elective 
Ministries  any  honorable  member  who 
had  a  grievance  could  assail,  not  the  whole 
Cabinet,  but  only  the  Minister  to  blame. 
Under  present  circumstances,  if  one  Min- 
ister be  found  at  fault  the  whole  Cabinet 
must  resign ;  and  we  have  to  go  through 
all  the  tomfoolery  of  votes  of  want  of 
confidence,  and  so  forth.  The  people  of 
Australia  have  the  widest  franchise  in  the 
world;  and,  had  they  possessed  the  power 
they  ought,  they  would  have  said,  "  A 
plague  on  both  your  parties;  we  people 
will  be  dominajit,  and,  by  the  powa-  of 
the  referendum,  control  Ministers."  Had 
the  citizens  of  Australia  had  the  power 
now  possessed  by  the  people  of  Switzer- 
land, they  would,  by  means  of  a  referen- 
dum, have  demanded  a  general  election. 
There  were  nearly  20,000  adults  at  the 
meeting  in  the  Melbourne  Exhibiticm ;  and 
I  am  confident  that  had  a  petition  been 
there,  asking  for  a  dissolution,  1 5.000 
signatures  would  have  been  obtained. 
l>r.  Mahney. 


Sir  John  Quick. — ^Would  the  h<nK»able 
member  give  an  elective  Ministry  power  to  • 
dissolve  Parliam^t? 

Dr.  MALONEY. — ^Without  permission 
of  the  House — no.  Why  sm>uld  tltt 
created  have  more  power  than  the  creatw? 
Parliament  is  the  draninant  power  to  sav 

Yea  "  or  "  Nay  "  ;  but  if  the  Ministri- 
thought  themselves  to  be  right,  they  could, 
if  there  were  the  referendum,  appeal  to 
the  people  against  the  whole  combined 
forces  of  the  House.  The  hcmorable  mem- 
ber for  Bendigo,  with  his  keen,  analytical, 
intellect,  will  see  that  what  I  state  is 
correct.  Switzerland  is  a  country  of 
diverse  nationalities,  with  four  distina 
languages  in  the  Iwenty'-two  cantons — Ger- 
man, French,  Italian,  and  Swiss.  No  one 
will  deny  that  diversity  of  language  and 
of  custtHn  is  apt  to  cause  dUfo'ences  of 
opinion ;  but  these  four  axnmunities  are 
combined,  and  stand  facing  the  world 
when  their  territory  is  threatened,  Evm 
economist  who  has  written  during  the  last 
twenty  years  has  paid  his  meed  of  praise 
to  Switzerland,  which,  by  a  great  Ameri- 
can, has  been  called  the  schoolhouse  of 
Europe.  As  an  Australian,  I  claim  that 
we  here  should  have  this  power  of  the  re- 
ferendum and  of  initiative.  No  one  will 
deny  that  people  without  power  sink  into 
the  depths  of  degradation— that  where  the 
voice  of  the  people  is  unknown,  there  is 
tyranny  and  injtistice.  I  have  no  desire 
to  allude  to  that  blot  on  the  civilization 
of  Europe,  as  represented  by  Turkey  and 
Russia.  Thank  God,  Turkey  is  "being 
remodelled ;  but  the  late  Sultan  and  the 
present  Czar  were  well  coupled  togeth«, 
and  it  is  not  strange  that  the  Dailv  News 
and  other  Liberal  newspapers  of  England 
are  objecting  to  the  reception  of  the  latter 
in  England.  However,  the  Czar  is  merely 
a  puppet  in  the  hands  of  the  aristocracy, 
and  the  pec^le  are  permitted  no  voice.  If 
the  Government  will  introduce  a  measuit 
for  the  referendum  and  initiative,  tbdr 
names  will  be  handed  down  to  posterity 
as  benefactOTS  to  the  country.  I  do  nc< 
care  to  hurl  ^ithets  or  indulge  in  slanfT- 
wanging  and  blackguarding ;  but  X  think 
the  saying  that  politics  makes  strange  bed 
fellows,  was  never  better  eiremplified  than 
it  is  on  the  Government  side  of  the  House 
to-day.  If  the  people  have  the  power, 
they  win  insure  good  government.  To 
anv  honorable  member  who  is  against  the 
referendum,  I  should  like  to  quote  the 
splendid  old  boatmah  who  earns  bts  Uring 
on  the  beauti£#izlakpLoO(DgteK.  He 
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said  to  the  distinguished  representative  of 
the  United  States  at  Berne,  that  if  there 
be  a  king,  and  he  is  all  powerful,  be 
makes  the  law  subservient  to  the  benefit 
of  himself  and  family;  that  if  there  be 
an  oligarchy,  which  is  the  government  by 
the  few,  it  will  ccnitrol  and  manipulate 
the  laws  for  the  benefit  of  themselves,  tbdr 
families,  and  immediate  friends;  but  that 
if  there  be  a  true  Democracy,  with  the  re- 
ferendum and  the  initiative,  as  in  Switzer- 
land, there  is  real  justices  If  by  any 
chance  a  law  is  shown  to  involve  injus- 
tice to  the  majwity,  there  is  all  the  power 
to  amend  it  at  once. 

Mr.  HEHsr  Wilus. — Does  the  bonw- 
able  menber  not  think  that  there  would 
be  domination  by  the  press  all  the  same? 

Dr.  MALONEY.— When  the  people 
are  as  powerful  as  they  would  be  with 
the  referendum,  they  can  control  the 
press,  and  compel  the  writers  of  leading 
articles  to  sign  their  names,  and  not  per- 
mit the  press  to  be  scandalously  utilized 
for  the  benefit  of  one  party  as  against 
another. 

Mr.  Henkv  Wilus. — If  the  writers  did 
sign  their  names  they  would  not  be  known. 

Dr.  MALONEY.— I  disagree  with  the 
honorable  member,  as  the  experience  of 
France  is  to  the  contrary.  In  that  coun- 
try the  majcffity  of  the  leading  articles 
are  signed,  and  many  of  the  writers 
become  famous.  In  fact,  many  news- 
papers are  started  in  France,  and  par- 
ticularly in  Paris,  simply  because  writers 
become  so  well  known  and  valued  that 
they  can  always  find  people  ready  to  find 
the  capital  in  order  to  make  thm  managers 
and  editors.  If  we  had  the  referendum 
we  should  be  {ible  to  dedde  all  those  de* 
Itttable  subjects  which  now  take  up  the 
time  of  Parliament.  In  one  operatim  we 
could  take  a  referendum  on  ten  questions, 
and  thus  do  away  with  all  the  absurdi- 
ties, delay,  and  waste  of  the  bicameral 
system  as*  carried  on,  not  only  in 
Great  Britain,  but  in  every  Australian 
Colony.  It  might  be  said  that  these  fre- 
quent appeals  to  the  referendum  would 
cause  great  exp»ise;  but.  I  once  took 
the  oj^XHtunity  of  inquiring  how  much  it 
would  involve  to  take  the  referendum  by 
post  in  Vict(nia.  My  figures  were  checked 
by  Mr.  McCufo^ieoD.  who  is  expoiaiced 
in  printing,  and  has  a  seat  in  the  State 
Parliament ;  and,  aoc<»-diDg  to  him,  the 
cost  would  be  only  from  jQsso  to 
jC^S°-  Let  us  see  how  manv  referenda 
have  been  held  in  Switzerland?  In 
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Switzerland  less  than  one  question  per 
annum  has  been  submitted  to  a  referendum 
since  the  introduction  of  the  system,  and 
each  vote  has  removed  a  debatable  subject 
from  the  realms  of  politics.  In  Oregon, 
two  have  been  submitted  to  a  referaidum  in 
five  years;  in  San  Francisco,  two  in  six 
years,  and  in  South  Dakota  there  has  never 
been  a  State  referendum,  although  there 
have  been  several  on  municipal  questiwis. 
It  is  explained  that  the  knowledge  that  the 
system  can  be  used  at  any  time  is  really 
responsible  for  its  not  haying  beoi  called 
into  requisition  there  on  State  questicKis, 
and  that  if  it  were,  it  would  prove  expen- 
sive. I  do  not  think  that  it  would.  The 
referendum  was  used  by  some  of  the  <^d 
German  tribes  almost  from  time  imme- 
morial. The  people  met  under  a  tree,  and 
voted  by  holding  up  their  right  hand  for 
what  they  thought  would  best  conduce  to 
their  well-being.  That  method  has  been 
carried  down  to  the  present  day,  and  I  hope 
I  shall  live  to  see  my  fellow  Australians  en- 
joying the  right  which  the  Switzer  has 
to  determine  by  way  of  referendum, 
whether  or  not  a  certain  prinriple  shall  be 
placed  on  the  statute-bo<^  of  tiie  country. 
I  hope  to  see  the  day  when,  if  the  ngna- 
tiires  of  one  per  cent,  of  the  electors  of  Aus- 
tralia —  and  that  now  would  be  40,000 
people — can  be  obtained  to  a  request  for  a 
referendum,  that  referendum  must  take 
place,  and  the  people  themselves  empow- 
ered, regardless  of  what  may  be  the  view 
of  a  Cabinet  or  of  the  Governor-General 
who  rules  us,  to  say  that  a  certain  course 
shall  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Hensv  Willis. — Our  presoit  Con- 
stitution is  the  result  of  a  referendum. 

Dr.  MALONEY.— It  is  a  very  fine  one, 
but  it  is  not  complete.  The  history  of  the 
universe — the  history  of  everything  wbidi 
man  is  able  to  appreciate  or  see — shows 
that  we  simply  attain  one  platform  to  reach 
a  higher  one.    And  so  we  shall  go  on. 

Mr.  Mathews. — At  the  last  referen- 
dum the  people  did  not  tell  bmorable  mem- 
bers opposite  to  sit  together. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis. — ^They  did  not  say 
that  we  should  not. 

Dr.  MALONEY.— If  a  referendum  were 
held  to-morrow,  there  would  be  an  end  to 
some  of  the  parties  that  now  exist.  The 
principle  of  the  referendum  should  com- 
mend itself  e^-en  to  our  Conservatire 
friends.  I  dcMibt,  however,  whether  there 
is  a  Conservative  in  the  House.  I  regret 
that  the  Prime  Minister  is  absent,  foe  I 
have  something  to  put  before  him.     I  have 
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known  him  during  twenty  years  of  political 
life,  and  have  quarrelled  with  him  severely. 
I  have,  however,  always  appreciated  him 
as  one  human  being  can  appreciate  another 
who  possesses  more  than  the  average  lov- 
able qualities.  I  regret  that  there  is  not 
a  little  more  "  devil,"  or  determination,  in 
him.  Had  he  stood  by  his  own  party,  I 
am  satisfied  that  at  the  next  general  elec- 
tions only  two  parties  would  have  been  re- 
turned to  this  House — the  Liberal  and  the 
Labour  parties — and  that  it  would  have 
been  hard  to  say  which  would  be  on  top. 
A  witty  and  sarcastic  writer  has  said  that 
although  God  may  fcM-give,  a  human  being 
rarely  does.  Here,  in  the  seat  of  power, 
parties  cannot  proselytize  unless  one  can 
grant  the  other  security  of  tenure.  The 
C<»iservatives  can  give  no  guarantee  to  the 
Liberals  that,  by  joining  forces  with  them, 
thev  will  secure  immunity  from  opposition. 
Neither  can  we.  I  should  like  the  Govern- 
ment to  adopt  the  principle  of  the  refer- 
endum, and  also  to  propose  an  amendment 
of  our  electoral  laws,  to  insure  that  a  man 
who  is  returned  to  this  House  will  repre- 
sent a  majority  of  those  who  went  to  the 
poll.  That  can  be  attained  either  by  means 
of  the  second  ballot,  or  the  preferential 
system  of  voting,  and  I  trust  that  an  effort 
will  be  made  to  bring  it  alxMit.  We  should 
then  be  able  to  de^niaine  which  of  the  two 
parties  in  Parliamoit  dominated  the  con- 
stituencies. I  shall  not  go  so  far  as  to  say 
that  in  such  circumstances  an  honorable 
alliance  could  not  be  made  during  the  life 
of  the  Parliament.  Unfortunately,  it  is 
the  constant  quibbling  that  takes  place  that 
gives  rise  to  so  much  dissatisfaction.  When 
the  present  Minister  of  Defence,  as  Leader 
of  the  Oppositiwi,  used  to  bellow,  as  he 
was  so  fond  of  doing,  in  this  House,  I  was 
led  to  think  of  the  advice  given  by  Mrs. 
Wiggs  of  the  Cabbage  Pateh,  that  if  you 
get  up  early  in  the  morning,  determined  to 
find  fault  with  everything,  it  is  astonishing 
how  many  quarrels  you  will  have,  but  that 
if  you  set  out  in  the  morning  with  the  full 
determination  to  see  good  in  everything,  and 
will  minimize  every  evil  you  see,  it  is  aston- 
ishing how  much  happiness  you  will  have. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis. — Why  does  not  the 
honorable  member  profit  bv  that  advice? 

Dr.  MALONEY.— I  do,  and  follow  it, 
except  when  the  honorable  member  is  sar- 
castic at  my  expense.  I  repeat  that  the 
electcval  law  should  be  so  amended,  that  by 
means  either  of  the  secmd  ballot  or  the  pre- 
ferential system  of  voting,  every  m«nber  re- 
turned to  this  House  would  represent  a 


majority  of  those  who  voted  in  his  constitu- 
ency. As  it  is,  aome  honorable  members 
represent  only  a  minority.  I  do  not  know 
of  one  hmorable  member  of  the  Labour 
party  so  situated,  but  I  do  know  that  mc»e 
than  six  honorable  members  opposite  re- 
present only  a  min(mtr;  and  I  dare  say 
that  at  the  next  general  election,  they  will 
find  themselves  in  an  even  worse  position. 
The  honorable  member  for  Bourke,  and  the 
honorable  member  for  Batman,  who  are 
present,  will  bear  out  what  I  have  to  say 
as  to  a  certain  Act  that  was  carried  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Flinders  when  Pre- 
mier cf  Victoria.  The  honorable  m^nber 
had  then  behind  him  the  greatest  majority 
that  a  Victorian  Pr«nier  ever  had.  In  a 
House  of  ninety-five  members  he  had  a 
majority  of  thirty-five,  and  with  their  aid 
sought  to  carry  two  measures  that  have  done 
more  to  disgrace  and  to  dishonour  Victoria 
than  any  two  that  were  ever  passed.  One 
of  these — and  it  became  law — was  the 
Strike  Suppression  Bill.  I  am  satisfied 
that  if  the  honorable  member  for  Bourke, 
and  the  honorable  member  for  Batman,  had 
been  in  the  State  Parliament  when  that 
measure  was  introduced,  they  would  have 
voted  against  it,  as  I  did.  Never  in  the 
history  of  Coercion  Acts — never  during  Mr 
Gladstwie's  long  political  career — was  90 
infamous,  so  vile,  so  wicked  a  Coercion 
Act  passed  as  that  which  was  introduced 
in  the  Victorian  Parliament  by  the  honor- 
able membw  for  Flinders. 

Mr.  Sinclair. — Was  it  not  repealed? 

Dr.  MALONEY.— One  of  the  two 
measures  to  which  I  have  referred  was  re- 
pealed ;  the  other  was  so  infamous  that 
even  the  majority  behind  the  honorable 
member  for  Flinders  would  not  agree  to  it. 
The  last  Coercicxi  Act  introduced  in  the 
House  of  Commons  by  Mr.  Gladstone  was 
brought  in  on  the  very  day  on  which  the 
poor  dead  clay  of  Lord  Cavendish  and  Mr. 
Burke — who  were  killed  by  assassins — 
was  buried.  Is  it  any  wonder  that  in  sudi 
circumstances  many  honorable  membets 
voted  readily  for  a  measure  so  strong  and 
repressive  that  Mr.  Gladstone  himself  many 
times  regretted  having  brought  it  forward? 
That  Act,  however,  was  mild  in  cfxnparison 
with  the  Bill  introduced  in  the  Victori.in 
Legislative  Assembly  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Flind«-s.  I  made  it  my  duty 
to  compare  the  two,  secticxi  by  secti(»i,  and 
shall  give  three  illustrations  of  thdr  nature. 
Under  the  English  Act,  three  mcmths'  im- 
prisonment— where  imprisonment  was  the 
penalty    provided — was    the    maximum ; 
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under  the  Victorian  Act,  the  punishment  was 
twelve  months*  imfmsaiment.  Under  the 
English  Act  bail  was  allowed;  under  the 
Victorian  Act,  no  bail  was  allowed.  Then, 
again,  under  the  English  Act,  £25  was  the 
highest  money  penalty  imposed,  whereas, 
under  the  Victorian  Act  the  highest  pecun- 
iary penalty  was  j£ioo.  The  Victorian  Act 
further  provided  that  any  one  who  dared  to 
help  the  women  and  childrMi  of  the  strikers 
should  be  liable  to  imprisonment.  Refer- 
ring to  that  provision,  I  said  in  the  State 
House,  *'  Law  or  no  law,  I  shall  break  it." 
And  I  did.  Scffioe  of  the  strikers  deared 
that  a  Justice  o£  the  Supreme  Court  shodd 
be  apptnnted  to  art^trate  between  them  and 
the  Railway  Conunissicxiers.  Will  anv  one 
say  that  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court 
are  taken  from  a  class  that  is  at  all  repre- 
sentative of  the  workers?  I  think  not.  The 
men,  however,  had  such  faith  in  the  jus- 
tice of  their  claim  that  they  were  quite  pre- 
pared to  submit  their  case  to  such  an  ar- 
tntrator.  The  hoiorable  member  for  Flin- 
ders, as  Pronier  of  Victwia,  however,  re- 
fused to  agree  to  that  [»oposal,  and  with  the 
help  of  his  great  majority  nought  to  pass 
the  infamous  measure  to  which  I  have  al- 
luded. The  hoHOTable  member  introduced 
and  passed  another  Bill,  into'fering  very 
seriously  with  the  liberty  of  the  subject. 
Under  it,  public  servants  were  deemed  unfit 
to  vote  for  the  election  of  representatives 
of  the  districts  in  which  they  lived,  and 
provision  was  made  for  their  separate  re- 
presentation in  the  legislative  A^embly  by 
two  members.  Public  savants  in  the  most 
remote  parts  of  the  Corio  electorate 
had  to  vote  with  men  in  Melbourne. 
The  man  in  Warmamboot  would  also  have 
to  vote  for  the  Melbourne  representative. 
The  thing  was  so  infamous  that  the  separate 
representatives  thus  elected  pledged  them- 
selves to  wipe  it  out  at  the  first  opportunity. 
For  the  duration  of  one  Parliament  that 
infamous  Act  remained  on  the  statute-book 
of  Victoria,  and  then  another  Premier,  Sir 
Thomas  Bent,  to  his  eternal  credit,  re- 
moved this  blemish,  this  stain,  this  slur. 
When  he  first  suggested  it,  a  huge  cry  was 
raised  by  the  newspapers,  and  the  ex-Pre- 
mier— now  the  honorable  member  ior  Flin- 
ders— made,  from  his  povat  of  view,  a  mag- 
nificent speech  against  the  course  whidi  it 
was  proposed  to  take.  But  he  was  edged 
out  of  State  politics,  and  took  the  su^es- 
tion  to  leave  altogether.  Then  took  place 
an  occurrence  which  is  unique  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  bi-cameraf  Parliaments  of  the 
world.    On  the  19th  July,  the  Legislative 


Assembly  of  Victoria  voted  for  the  repeal 
of  the  Act;  not  one  of  the  majority  of 
thirty-five  being  left  to  stand  by  it  On 
the  7th  August,  the  Council,  the  most  Con- 
servative second  Chamber  in  the  British- 
speaking  world,  also  voted  fw  the  repeal ; 
so  that  within  the  compass  of  four  weeks 
the  Act  disappeared.  Would  the  honorable 
members  for  Batman,  Corio,  and  Bourke 
have  voted  for  that  Act  ?  Their  lives  show 
that  they  would  not.  Yet  they  are  now  as- 
sociated with  the  man  who,  when  he  had 
the  power,  became  one  of  the  greatest 
tyrants  that  Victorian  politics  has  known. 
Of  course,  in  his  personal  life  he  is  all 
that  one  would  wish  a  man  and  a  citizen  to 
-be;  but  I  am  sure  that  his  regret  is  deep 
that  he  stained  his  political  record  by  the 
introduction  of  so  infamous  an  Act.  A 
short  time  ago  T  said — 

I  wish  to  ask  the  Prime  Minister  before  the 
division  is  taken  whether  during  the  receu  he 
will  take  into  consideration  the  necessity  of  tak- 
ing a  referendum  whereby  the  people  of_  Aus- 
tralia will  be  dominant  over  Cabinet  Ministers, 
Parliament,  and  Governor-General. 

I  do  not  desire  it  to  be  thought  that  I  bave 
anything  to  say  against  the  GovemOT-Gene- 
ral.  He  is  one  of  the  brainiest  and  best 
men  whom  we  have  had  in  that  positicxi, 
and,  by  putting  the  Minister  of  Defence 
and  others  in  their  places  in  connexion  with 
the  speeches  at  the  Agricultural  Show, 
proved  that  he  is  not  going  to  be  a  cats- 
paw.  I  do  not  desire  to  attack  the  Prime 
Minister,  but  I  am  sorry  for  the  position  in 
which  he  is  placed.  In  process  of  natural 
evolution  Labour  must  succeed  Liberalism, 
just  as  in  the  old  world  Tories  and  Whigs 
have  given  [dace  to  Ctmservatives  and  Libe- 
rals, and,  as  the  latter  are  ceasing  to  prove 
themselves  sufficiently  advanced  for  the 
times,  they  are  being  replaced  by  Ra<Hcals. 
If  Great  Britain  had  our  splendid  fran* 
chise,  instead  of  there  being  fifty-one  La- 
bour members  and  Socialists  in  the  House 
of  C<Mnmons,  there  would  be  300.  But 
there  no  one  is  allowed  to  vote  except  by 
virtue  of  property,  owned  or  rented.  On 
the  loth  November,  1908,  when  a  motion 
of  want  of  confidence  was  moved,  the 
Deakin  Goverimient,  with  the  support  of 
the  Labour  party,  was  represented  by 
forty-three  votes,  and  the  Opposition  by 
twenty-<M» ;  a  little  later,  the  Deakin  party 
numbered  only  thirteen,  and  its  opponents 
forty-nine.  I  mention  these  facts  to  show 
the  Liberals  that  the  time  has  come  when  the 
Liberals  must  push  on  faster  or  Labour 
will  capture  their  constituencies.  That  is 
the  natural  course  of  evolution.^  The  day 
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will  come  when  Labour  will  dominate  this 
Parliament;  and  even  then  there  will  be  a 
party  still  more  anxious  to  advance,^  and 
I»x^ress  will  be  mwe  rapid  than  it  is  to- 
day. Unless  the  Labour  party  then  changes 
with  the  times,  it  will  be  situated  as  the 
Liberal  party  is  situated  now.  With  the 
pennis^on  of  the  House,  Mr.  Speaker, 
I  should  like  to  continue  my  remarks  next 
Tuesday. 

Leave  granted ;  debate  adjourned. 

PAPER. 

Mr.  iFULLER  laid  upon  the  table  the 
following  paper : — 

Public    Service    Act— Provisional  Regulation 
No.  262— Statutory  Rules  1909,  No.  68. 
House  adjourned  at  3.53  p.m. 


J^otise  of  Hepresmtatibes. 

Tuesday,  6  July,  igog. 

Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  3  p.m., 
and  read  prayers. 

SUPPLY  BILL  (No-  1). 

Bill  returned  from  the  Senate  without 
request,  and  assent  reported. 

PETITION. 

Mr.  BAMFORD  presented  a  petition 
from  ninety-six  residents  of  New  Zealand, 
who  formerly  lived  in  Australia,  pray- 
ing that  a  referendum  be  taken  <hi  the 
question  of  the  unification  of  the  States. 

Petition  received. 

PERSONAL  EXPLANATIONS. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  (Hindmarsh)  [3.2]. 
— When  I  made  certain  charges  against  the 
honorable  member  for  Wimmera  last  week, 
I  was  very  properly  asked  to  read  the  cir- 
cular to  which  I  then  referred,  but  as  I 
had  not  a  copy  of  it  I  could  not  do  so. 
Having  now  a  copy  of  that  document, 
which  I  find  is  not  a  circular,  but  a  letter 
in  the  handwriting  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber's partner,  I  shall  read  it  for  the  in- 
formati(»i  of  the  House.  It  is  as  fol- 
lows : — 

.  Dear  Sir, 

Seeing  that  we  have  now  secured  a  bi-weekly 
mail  to  Kellftlac,  and  can  offer  you  a  targer 
paper  than  the  Post,  at  the  same  price,  we  hope 
to  see  you  reinstated  on  our  list  of  subscribers. 

V'ours,  &c., 

Saupson  &  Co. 


The  residents  of  the  district— and  I  agree 
with  them — think  that  this  letter,  if  issued 
without  the  mgnisance  of  the  honcwable 
member,  and  repudiated  by  him,  should  be 
publicly  withdrawn.  A  correspondent, 
writing  in  the  Warracknabeal  Post  on  the 
23rd  March,  and  speaking  on  behalf  of 
the  people  of  Kellalac,  says — 

In  the  Herald  of  Friday  last,  Mr.  Sampson, 
M.H.R.,  makes  what  he  considers  a  lep.'y 
statements  made  at  the  meeting  of  resiaenU  of 
Kellalac.  Well,  he  might  consider  it  a  reply, 
but  other  people  do  not,  and  least  of  all  do  the 
people  of  this  district,  who  are  well  acquainted 
with  all  the  facts  

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^I  take  it  to  be  a 
rule,  which  is  almost  imiversally  observed, 
that  new  matter  should  not  be  introduced 

into  .1  personal  explanation.  I  submit, 
therefore,  that  the  honorable  member  has 
no  right  to  read  now  the  comment  of  a 
newspaper  cfflrespondent  upcHi  the  ques- 
ti<xi  with  which  be  is  dealing ;  that  he  has 
the  right  to  explain  an>'thing  in  regard  to 
which  he  considers  himself  to  have  been 
misunderstood,  but  that  he  may  not  bring 
fresh  evidence  in  support  of  his  positicu. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  took  it  that  the 
honorable  member  was  following  out  his 
statement,  that,  having  been  challenged  to 
produce  certain  infcxmation  which  he  had 
onlv  just  obtained,  he  would  proceed  to 
give  it  to  the  House.  If  he  goes  beyond 
that,  it  will  be  my  duty  to  rule  as  the 
Minister  of  Defence  suggests ;  but  I  do  not 
think  that  he  has  yet  transgressed  the  limits 
of  a  pa'sonal  explanation. 

^^r.  HUTCHISON.— I  was  asked  to 
sub.<;tantiate  the  charges  which  I  had  made, 
and  I  am  now  merely  reading  the  statement 
of  a  resident  of  the  district,  which" prac- 
tically repeats  what  I  have  already  said. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— If  the  honorable 
member  is  reading  comments  which  simply 
repeat  that  which  he  has  already  said,  and 
go  no  further,  I  do  not  think  he  should 
continue  to  do  so.  If  the  letter  which  he 
wishes  to  read  supplies  fresh  infmination, 
supporting  his  case,  I  shall  not  prevent  him 
frcm  reading  it. 

Mr.  Sampson. — The  honorable  member 
wishes  to  read  merely  the  letter  of  an 
anonvmous  correspondent. 

Mr.  HLTCHISON.— I  wish  to  make 
a  plain  statement  of  the  case  to  the  House, 
and  the  letter  which  I  was  proceeding  to 
read  is  simply  a  substantiation  of  what  I 
have  already  said.  I  think,  however,  that 
the  letter  written  by  the  honorable  j^mber's 
partner  is  sufficlW^Sny  pufptfee,  and. 
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therefore,  I  shall  not  omclude  my  quota- 
tion frcHU  the  newspaper. 

Mr.  SAMPSON  (Wimmera)  [3.6].— I 
have  nothing  to  add  to  the  statement  which 
I  made  on  Friday  last,  which  is  borne  out 
by  the  publicaticm  of  the  papers  lelating 
to  the  case  in  possession  of  the  Postmaster- 
General,  which  were  made  available  on 
Saturday.  As  I  have  said,  the  letter  which 
has  been  read  was  s«it  out  by  my  managing 
partner  without  my  knowledge.  I  have 
since  consulted  him  about  it,  and  have 
ascertained  that  it  was  written,  like  many 
similar  communications,  in  the  ordinary 
way  of  business.  The  mail  service  refeued 
to  was  established  in  a  perfectly  regular 
manner. 

Sir  John  QtncK. — In  compliance  with 
a  petiticHi  signed  by  people  of  the  district. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — That  has  nothing 
to  do  with  it.     No  one  denies  that  fact. 

Mr.  SAMPSON.— As  the  honorable  mem- 
ber ought  to  know,  the  use  of  the  plural 
"  We  "  is  general  in  newspap«'  offices,  not 
merely  in  editorials,  but  also  in  busdness 
oommimications.  That  is  all  I  have  to  say 
about  the  matter. 

Mr.  CROUCH  (Corio)  [3.8].— I  have  a 
personal  explanation  to  make,  which  I 
should  have  made  on  Friday^  had  there 
been  an  opportunity,  at  the  close  of  any  of 
the  speeches,  when  the  Leader  of  the  Op- 
position was  present.  Last  Friday  week, 
duiing  the  speech  of  the  h(xiorabte  mem- 
ber for  Kalgoorlie,  it  vas  said  that  I  had 
sent  a  wire  to  the  Leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition last  year,  containing  the  words,  "Will 
serve  under  Fisher,  but  not  under  Lyne." 
If  the  former,  who  is  now  present,  and  to 
whom  I  have  addressed  cMily  one  telegram 
in  my  life,  will  deny  that  I  despatched 
such  a  message  to  him,  it  will  be  needless 
for  me  to  proceed  further,  notwithstanding 
that  the  statement  that  I  did  so  has  been 
emphatically  repeated  by  crther  Labour 
members.  It  must  be  known  to  him 
that  no  such  telegram  ever  reached 
him  from  me ;  and,  tlurefore,  I  cannot  but 
regard  his  silence  in  the  matter  as  unfair 
and  unjust.  I  have  realty  been  waiting 
until  the  statement  was  repeated  by  a  re- 
sponsible persorf.  Hitherto,  it  has  come 
from  members  of  the  Opposition  only  ;  but 
the  Labour  Call  of  the  ist  July,  makes 
4  his  further  statement — which  shows  how  a 
lie  grows — 

When  coalitum  wai  discussed,  and  the  ques- 
titm    whether   Lyne    or    Fisher     should  be 


Premier  was  brought  up.  Crouch  sent  s  wire 
saying,  "  Will  serve  under  Fisher,  but  not  under 
Lyne." 

The  Labour  Call  is  the  <^i)cial  organ  of 
the  Labour  party  in  Victoria,  and,  as 
I  regard  the  Opposition  as  mere 
marionettes,  who  dance  as  the  wires  are 
pulled  by  perstKis  outside,  I  take  it,  there- 
fore, that  that  statement  is  now  indorsed 
by  responsible  persons.  As  the  Leader  of 
the  Opposition  is  still  silent,  I  wish  to  ex- 
plain that  I  have  taken  the  trouble  to  ob- 
tain an  ofikial  copy  of  the  telegram  that  I 
sent  to  him;  but,  before  I  read  it,  I  shall 
explain  the  circumstances  leading  up  to  its 
despatch.  In  April  of  last  year,  as  hon- 
orable members  well  know,  the  Deakin  Go- 
vernment lost  control  of  the  House  for 
about  five  minutes,  some  of  the  members 
of  the  Labour  party  voting  against  the 
Ministry  on  a  question  of  adjoununent- 
The  Government  regained  control  shortly 
afterwards,  but  I  believe  that  the  Go- 
vernor-General, who  was  in  another  State, 
was  sent  for,  and  that  there  was  what  was 
called  a  terapwary  crisis.  The  House  ad- 
journed for  three  or  four  days,  and  during 
that  time,  so  far  as  I  know,  as  a  membo' 
of  the  Libaral  party,  the  present  Prime 
^finister  refused  to  remain  in  office  unless 
he  could  cOTtroI  the  House. 

Mr.  Deakin. — Hear,  hear  ! 

Mr.  CROUCH. — The  honorable  gentle- 
man was  going  to  resign,  and  we  under- 
stood, as  a  party,  that  the  hon<xabIe  mem- 
ber for  Hume,  th«i  Treasurer  in  the  Dea- 
kin Government,  desired  very  much  to 
carry  on,  and  was  to  have  an  opportunity 
to  try  to  form  a  Ministry.  The  honorable 
member  did  try  to  form  a  Government. 
On  Saturday,  nth  April,  I  was  at  War- 
burton  on  professional  business,  and,  whilst 
there,  learned  to  my  surprise  from  news- 
paper reports  that  the  honorable  member 
for  Hume  was  conferring  with  the  Leader 
of  the  Labour  party — the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Wide  Bay — with  a  view  to 
forming  a  new  Administration.  It  was 
also  reported  that  the  honorable  mem- 
ber would  be  able  to  take  with  him  the 
whole  of  the  Ministerialists.  knew  that 
there  were  several  Ministerialists  who 
would  never  accept  the  honorable  member 
as  their  leader,  and  consequently,  on  nth 
April,  I  sent  a  telegram  .to  the  honorable 
member  for  Wide  Bay,  the  wording  of 
which  was  very  dilferent^from  what  was 
currently  r^rted)i«iaQtiBVth0(^p&ition. 


816      Pertonal  ExpUmations.  [REPRESENTATIVES.]  Papers. 


The  following  is  an  official  copy  of  the 
telegram — 

nth  April,  igo8. 
To  Fisher,  Parliament  House,  Melbounie. 

Myself  and  several  HinisteralisU  refuse  sup* 
port  Lyoe,  leader,  under  any  conditions. 

Ckoocb. 

I  certify  the  above  to  be  a  true  and  correct 
copy. — J.  Mason,  Accountant. 

General  Post  Office,  aSth  June,  190Q. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown. — Quite  a  diflferent 
statement, 

Mr.  CROUCH.— Very  differojt. 

Mr.  Bamford. — ^There  is  nothing  in  it 
to  cheer  about. 

Mr,  TxjDOR. — If  honorable  members  op- 
posite cheer  that  statement,  they  would 
cheer  anything. 

Mr.  CROUCH.  Some  people  will 
never  cheer  the  truth.  I  do  not  expect  hon- 
orable members  of  the  Opposition  to  do  so. 
The  statement  made  by  the  honorable  mem- 
bers of  the  Opposition  in  regard  to  the  tele- 
gram that  I  sent  has  been  ccmsidered  suffi- 
ciently important  to  be  repeated  in  the 
Labour  papers,  and  I  think  that  it  calls  for 
an  explanation.  The  honorable  member  for 
Kalgoorlie,  when  speaking  in  this  House  a 
few  days  ago,  said  that  he  had  in  the 
House  proof  of  the  actual  telegram  sent. 

Mr.  Fraze?. — I  did  not.  I  referred  in- 
cidentally to  the  matter. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— I  well  remember  the 
honorable  member  saying  that  he  had  in  the 
House  proof  of  his  statement. 

Mr.  Fbazer.— I  said  that  I  had  in  the 
House  proof  of  my  statement  that  the  hwi- 
orable  member  sought,  on  a  particular  occa- 
sion, to  join  with  the  Labour  party. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— There  is  a  great  differ- 
eiKe  between  "  joining  with  the  Labour 
party  "  and  "  joining  the  Labour  party." 
It  is  absolutely  inaccurate  to  say  that  I  at 
any  time  desired  to  join  the  Labour  party 
or  to  sign  its  pledge.  I  have  been  asked 
on  many  occasiois  to  do  so,  but  have 
always  refused.  I  repeat,  that  it  is  a  dis- 
tinct inaccuracy  to  say  that  I  attempted, 
offered,  or  wanted  to  sign  the  Labour 
pledge  or  to  join  the  Labour  party. 

Mr.  Frazer. — The  hcmorable  member 
crawled  to  try  to  get  into  the  Watson  Go- 
vernment. 

Mr.  FISHER.— It  is  true  that  during  a 
Ministerial  crisis  I  received  from  the  hcm- 
orable  member  for  Corio  a  telegram  which 
reflected  on  one*  of  his  colleagues — c»i  an 
hcHiorable  member  with  whom  he  was  work- 
ing. I  thought  so  little  of  it,  however, 
thit  I  made  no  use  of  it  whatever. 


PAPERS. 

MINISTERS  laid  upon  the  table  the 
following  papers — 

Census  and  Statistics  Act— Official  Bulletins- 
Trade,   Shipping,   Oversea   Migration,  and 

Finance    No.  28,  April,  1909. 
Population  and  Vital  Statistics,  No.  13— 

Commonwealth  Demography,  1908,  and 

previous  years. 

Ordered  to  be  printed. 

Defence  Acts — Military  Forces— Regulations 
No.  60A  Added  and  No.  to6  Amended 
(Provisional)  Statutory  Rules  1909,  No.  66. 

Post  and  Telegraph  Act— General  Postal 
Regulations  Amended — No.  3 — Common- 
wealth Electoral  Papers — Statutory  Rules 
1909,  No.  70. 

MOTION  OF  WANT  OF 
CONFIDENCE. 

Debate  resumed  from  2nd   July  {vidt 

page  814),  on  motion  by  Mr.  Fisher — 

Tbat  the  Government  does  not  possess  the  con- 
fidence of  this  House. 

Mr.  DEAKIN  (Ballarat— Prime  Minis- 
ter) [3.16]. — Before  the  order  of  the  day 
for  the  resumption  of  the  debate  on  the 
motitm  of  no-confidence  is  proceeded  with, 
I  think  I  may,  without  undue  trespass,  even 
uptMi  this  question,  invite  honorable  mem- 
bers on  both  sides  of  the  House  to  be  good 
enough  at  this  stage  of  public  business,  10 
ccHidense  their  remarks  as  much  as  possible. 

Dr.  MALONEY  (Melbourne)  [3.17]-— 
When  we  adjourned  on  Friday,  I  bad  been 
addudng  certain  reasons  why  I  desired, 
first  of  all,  the  adoption  of  the  elective  sys- 
tem of  Ministries;  secondly,  the  adoption 
of  the  principle  of  the  referendum,  so  that 
the  people  themselves  would  dominate  the 
Parliament,  Cabinet,  and  the  Governor- 
General  ;  and,  thirdly,  an  amendment  of  the 
Electcwal  Act,  to  provide  either  for  the 
adoption  of  the  priixnple  of  the  seoond 
ballot,  or  fac  prererential  voting.  I  ptnnted 
out  that  if  athcr  of  those  systems  were 
adopted,  we  should  not  have  any  honorable 
member  representing  wily  a  minority  of  his 
constituents.  I  do  not  know  an  hOTor- 
able  member  on  this  side  who  does  repre- 
sent a  minority,  but  I  know  of  some  on 
the  other  side  who  do.  I  propose  now  to 
put  before  the  House  a  fejv  quotations  em- 
phasizing the  absurdity  of^  the  present  sys- 
tem of  party  Government,  and  the  almost 
criminal  waste  of  time  arising  from  the 
fights  of  the  "  ins  "  and  the  "  outs."  The 
British  House  of  Commons,  which  is  called 
the  "mother  of  ParliaifientsJ'  lus  given 
us  an  example  ^'''^lr^^.8^H  is  im- 
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possible  evw  to  find  seating  accommodation 
in  the  House  of  Commons  for  the  whole  of 
its  members,  let  alone  to  provide  for  their 
representing  their  constituencies  by  taking 
part  in  the  debates.  In  the  late  Mr. 
David  Syme's  work  cm  Represeniathe  Go- 
lernment  in  England^  we  find  at  page  90 
the  statement — 

So  far  from  being  of  any  assiEtance.  in  my 
opinion,  party  Government  is  a  positive  biodrance 
to  legislative  action. 

As  (Mie  of  the  oldest  members  of  Parlia- 
ji^ent  OR  this  side  of  the  House — as  one 
with  tWMity  years'  experience  of  political 
life — I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  party 
govenmient  has  an  injurious  influence  on  all 
legislaticxi.  At  page  91  of  his  book,  Mr. 
5yme  wrote — • 

Like  the  dogma  of  the  Divine  rights  of  kings 
and  passive  obedience,  party  government  came 
to  the  front  during  the  stormy  period  of  the 
zevolntion.  The  system  is  indeed  so  monstrous 
That  it  could  only  have  found  acceptance  at  a 
time  when  national  animosities  ran  high,  and 
the  people  were  in  an  abnormal  state  of  excite- 
fnent, 

One  more  quotation,  and  I  shall  have 
finished  with  this  book,  which  X  nish  that 
every  Australian  would  take  the  trouble 
to  peruse.  On  page  92,  speaking  further 
■of  Party  Government,  the  authw  says — 

Had  it  been  the  design  of  its  authors  to 
demoralise  the  public  mind,  to  impede  the  public 
business,  to  create  natural  animosities  and  gene- 
ral anarchy,  they  could  not  have  better  accom- 
plished their  end  than  by  the  introduction  of 
•auch  a  system  as  this. 

If  we  had  elective  Ministries,  we  could 
then  perhaps  devise  some  process  by  which 
the  expense  pf  even  general  elections  could 
"be  avoided.  For  instance,  a  member  could 
sit  in  the  House  contingent  upcm  his  good 
behaviour,  and  upon  the  pledges  which  he 
made  to  the  constituents  being  kept;  and 
his  constituents  could  have  the  same  power 
of  immediate  dismissal  over  him  if  he  did 
not  carry  out  their  wishes  as  the  King  has 
•over  the  Ministry,  As  to  the  future  of 
Party  Goverrunent,  if  it  is  not  killed  by 
an  enactment  which  the  present  Govern- 
ment can  cover  themselves  with  glory  by 
introducing.  I  am  convinced  that  these 
■words,  spoken  by  the  elder  Pitt  when  the 
British  House  of  Commons  was  in  a  some- 
what similar  position  to  that  with  \vhich 
we  are  faced  to-day,  are  very  afropos — 

Heforc  the  end  of  the  century  either  Parlia- 
TTient  will  reform  itself  from  within  or  be  re- 
formed  with  a  vengeance  from  without. 

When  we  go  back  to  our  constituencies, 
unless  there  is  a  second  ballot,  or  a  pre- 
ferential voting  system,   the  pr^nt  ab- 


surditv  will  be  perpetuated.  I  am  certain 
that  tfie  Prime  Minister  will  agree  with  me 
that  if  the  House  craisisted  of  members 
every  one  of  whom  represented  a  majority 
in  his  constituency,  it  would  be  possible  to 
arrive  at  some  sort  of  an  agreement  or 
imderstanding  to  do  the  work  of  the  coun- 
try in  a  much  more  sensible  way  than 
obtains  at  present,  with  two,  three,  or  four 
parties.  I  have  here  a  detailed  statement 
showing  the  history  of  the  referendum  in 
Switzerland,  and  I  would  ask  that  it  be 
embodied  in  Hansard  without  mv  reading 
it. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.~The  honorable  mem- 
ber wilb  not  be  able  to  have  the  extract 
printed  in  Hansard  unless  he  reads  it. 

Dr.  MALONEY.— It  is  a  statement 
giving  in  detail  the  referenda  held  in 
Switzerland  up  to  1897,  and  any  honorable 
member  is  at  liberty  to  inspect  it.  It  shows 
that  Switzerland  has,  on  the  average,  about 
one  referendum  a  year,  but  by  those  means 
every  debatable  subject  has  been  settled. 
They  get  through  their  business  properly 
in  Switzerland,  and  if  we  had  a  system  of 
elective  Ministries,  as  they  have,  your 
positirai,  Mr.  Speaker,  would  be  much 
more  pleasant  to  yourself,  and  still  more 
bmeficial  to  the  oonmunity,  because  you 
would  witness  the  passage  of  many  Acts 
that  cannot  be  passed  under  our  present 
svstem.  In  Vincent's  Government  in 
Switzerland,  page  182,  it  is  stated  that — 

The  daily  sessions  begin  in  summer  at 
8  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  in  winter  at 
f)  o'clock,  and  continue  as  a  rule  for  five  hours. 

The  roll  is  called,  and  any  absent  member 
is  fined.  Honorable  members  speak  at 
times  of  the  over-representation  of  the 
Australian  people  by  members  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  I  wish  that  the  present  Govern- 
ment could  see  their  way  to  take  a  refer- 
endum of  the  people  on  the  question  of 
the  abolition  of  the  State  Governors  and 
Legislative  Councils.  If  in  such  a  refer- 
endum the  voice  of  Australia  declared,  by 
a  large  majority,  that  the  time  had  come 
to  wipe  out  the  State  Governors  and  the 
second  Chambers,  surely  they  would,  after 
the  fashion  of  the  Japanese,  commit  the 
happy  despatch,  and  leave  only  one  House 
in  each  State.  But  in  swne  of  the  local 
Parliaments  of  Switzerland,  there  is  one 
member  to  every  300  men,  wtmien,  and 
children  in  the  community,  and.  therefore, 
I  shall  never  agree  to  the  abolition  of  the 
popular  Assembly  which  goes  before  the 
voters  of  each  State  eveiyrfhi^^ss^  until 
a  good  trial  has  M"^WMWVstem. 
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I    propose    to  speak    to-day   upon  a 
matter  that  has  been  brought  more  per- 
tinently  before  my   notice  than  befwe 
that  of  any  other  honorable  member  in 
the  House.     I  refer  to  the  contemptible 
and  pitiable  system  by  which  such  a  huge 
^mber  of  questions  are  asked  of  those 
whose  only  fault  is  that  they  are  Christ- 
like in  their  poverty,  and  who  are  appli- 
cants for  old-age  pensions.     If  ever  I 
resulted  the  action  of  red-tapeism,  I  did  so 
in  regard  to  those  innumerable   and  in- 
famous quMtions.     No  one  gainsays  that 
the  management  of  the  Victorian  system 
of  old-age  pamwis  is  an  example  in  many 
ways  to  every  other  system  in  the  world, 
especially  on  the  score  of  eoonOTiy  of  ad- 
ministration.   I  admit  that,  when  the  aid 
of  the  Law  Courts  was  invoked,  the  jus- 
tices of  the  peace  misbehaved  themselves, 
and  discredited    their    positions   by  the 
manner  in  which  they  dealt  with  the  old 
people,  but  the  questions  asked  were  simple 
in  the  extreme,  humane,  and  civilized,  and 
were  not  the  abomination  that  has  eman- 
ated from  the  Commonwealth  authorities. 
Under  the  Victorian  system  an  applicant 
who  could  not  write  was  not  forced  to  run 
round  to  find  .sOToebody  who  awld  write 
for  him.     All  he  had  to  do  "was  to  go 
to  the  Clerk  of  Courts,  who  would  read 
out  about  twenty-three  questions,  and  ask 
him  to  attest  the  answers  as  the  true  state- 
ment of  the  facts.  That  fonn,  when  filled 
in,  was  handed  to  the  Government,  and 
then  an  officer  was  sent  round,  who  asked 
twenty-one  questions  himself,  and  filled  in 
the  answers.    The  applicant  was  not  com- 
pelled to  do  what  he  has  to  do  under  the 
Cbmmonwealth  system.     That   form  was 
also  sent  in.    Every  one  of  those  questions 
was,  in  my  o^Hnitm,  justifiable,  but  let 
us  compare  now  what  is  done  under  the 
Commonwealth  system.  Many  a  time  have 
I  prophesied  from  the  public  platform  that 
when  the  Federal  Go\'ernment  had  the  con- 
trol of  old-age   pensions   the  applicants 
would  be  treated  like  men  and  women, 
but  r  am  sorrv  that  I  lied  as  often  as  I 
spoke.     I  did  not   foresee   what  would 
occur,    or    I    should    never    have  paid 
that    compliment    to    this    vile    list  of 
questions,  which  could  cmly  have  emanated 
from  the  London  poor-house  system.  Those 
responsible  must  have  gone  back  fifty  years 
to  get  some  of  them. 

Mr.  Coon. — Who  framed  those  regula- 
tions? 

Dr.  MALONEY.— I  suppose  that  the 
T>epartment  did. 


Mr.  HuTcmsoN. — The  Act  required 
what  was  done  in  the  regulations. 

Dr.  MALONEY.— The  Act  I  If  I  im 
a  lawyer  I  could  get  a  thousand  questkns 
within  the  four  comers  a£  the  Act  I  say 
hang  the  Act  that  would  give  rise  to  such 
infamous  questions  as  these.  There  are 
forty-two  of  them,  and  an  applicant  who 
cannot  write  must  get  some  one  to  write 
for  him. 

Mr.  King  O'Malley.— It  is  an  out- 
rage. 

Dr.  MALONEY.— It  is  .nn  insult  to 
civilization.  Not  wily  that,  but  he  must 
get  two  friends  who  have  known  him  for 
twenty-five  rears  to  answer  thirty  questions. 
Then  for  fear  that  these  old  people  havt 
not  enough  to  torment  or  insult  them,  the 
condition  is  appended  that — 

No  person  shall  by  any  wilfiillv  false  state, 
ment  or  representation  aid  or  abet  any  persoo  in 
obtaining  or  claimiDg  a  pension  certificate  or 
pension  or  instalment  of  a  pension.  Penalty ; 
Six   months'  imprisontnent. 

To  my  knowledge,  some  old  people  have 
refused  to  sign  this  document,  because  they 
did  not  know  whether,  in  doing  so,  they 
might  Jiot  place  themselves  within  the  law. 
Of  course,  I  know  that  there  is  a  saving 
clause  that  if  those  who  axe  appealed  to 
liave  not  known  the  applicants  for  twenty- 
five  years,  persons  of  shcMrter  acquaintance 
will  suffice ;  but  that  is  not  sufficient  to 
allay  the  alarm  of  the  old  people.  There 
are  altogether  some  sixty  que^icms  to  be 
answered;  and,  if  a  lawyer  were  consulted, 
he  could  no  doubt  add  600  more.  Under 
the  Victorian  Act,  the  only  questions  to  be 
answered  were  by  word  of  mouth,  in  reply 
to  the  Clerks  of  Courts ;  whereas,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  sixty  I  have  mentioned,  there  are 
the  other  forty-two  questions,  making  alto- 
gether 102  on  the  six  pages.  Under  the 
Victorian  Act,  which  is  the  most  economical 
in  the  whole  of  Australia,  an  <^ficer  went 
round,  asiced  the  questions,  and  filled  in 
the  information  for  the  old  people.  Under 
the  Federal  Act,  two  declarations  have  to 
be  made,  whereas  under  the  Victorian  Act. 
there  is  only  one ;  and  there  are  eighteen 
pages  of  questions  which  have  to  be  filled 
in  by  friends  of  Federal  applicants ;  where- 
as, there  are  no  such  questions  imder  the 
Victorian  Act.  I  know  it  will  be  said 
that  SOTie  of  the  heads  of  the  Department 
do  their  duty,  and  do  it  splendidly ;  b'.t 
I  hold  a  different  opinion.  No  doubt, 
these  <^cers  perform  the  duties  to  perfec- 
tion, in  their  own  opinion :  Just  as  the  men 
who  crucified  G^'^i'^tibdV^I^^^  thought 
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that  they  did  their  duty.  But  it  is  cruel 
to  inflict  this  unnecessary  pain  on  the  help- 
less and  aged  poor.  I  hold  In  my  hand  a 
letter  written  by  a  student  of  life,  who  his 
washed  the  WOTld  f<x  many  years ;  and  he 
says— 

Thioking  of  your  speech  to-morrow,  will  yoa 
allow  me  to  remind  you  of  another  way  of  put- 
ting the  questtoQ?  Whca  there  are  mca  wanted 
to  fight  for  the  Empire,  there  is  no  question 
asked  as  to  the  character.  The  wife-beater,  or 
■wife  dnerieFf  is  as  much  thought  of  as  the  most 
upright  in  character;  therefore,  when  they  come 
to  the  pensioning  age,  there  should  be  only  three 
quesiiuns  asked — naturalization,  age,  and  length 
of  time  in  the  Commonwealth. 

The  question  as  to  how  much  an  applicant 
is  in  receipt  of  might  be  asked;  but  to 
torment  the  poor  people  in  the  way  I  have 
shown  is  an  infamy  and  a  disgrace  to 
those  men  who  draw  high  salaries  for  for- 
mulating the  questions.  It  may  be  said  that 
the  questions  will  be  asked  only  once;  but 
then  it  may  be  necessary  for  a  man  to  be 
run  over  only  once  to  be  killed.  The  fol- 
lowing extract  shows  a  case  to  which  my 
attention  was  drawn  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Maranoa : — 

Strange  PENstON  Cask. 
A  woman  applicant  for  an  old-age  pension 
who  is  alleged  to  have  been  rcDeatedly  con- 
victed of  offences  so  iritpressed  a  member  of  the 
Federal  Parliameat  with  the  genuinencM  of  her 
case  and  the  purity  of  her  past  career,  that  he 
wrote  a  strong  recommendation  to  the  Federal 
Treasurer  that  the  pension  might  be  granted, 
referring  to  the  would-be  pensioner  as  having 
led  a  "Christlike  existence."  Two  other 
citizens  of  Melbourne  went  so  far  as^o  formally 
declare  that  the  applicant  was  of  good  character. 
Inquiries  are  now  being  made  into  this  case  by 
the  Feder.1l  Attorney-General  to  see  if  &  prose- 
cution would  lie  under  the  Old-age  Pension 
Act  against  the  two  citizens  who  made  the  de- 
clarations. The  Act  says  that  "no  person  shall 
ly  any  wilfully  false  slatenent  or  misrepre- 
«entation  aid  or  abet  any  person  in  obtaining  or 
claiming  a  pension  certificate  or  pension  or  in- 
stalment of  a  pension.  Penalty,  six  months'  im- 
prisonment." Of  course,  the  makers  of  the  de- 
«tarntio.is  may  have  been  deceived,  and  have 
.icted  throughout  in  good  faith. 

If  such  declarations  have  been  made,  it 
is  the  duty  of  the  Attorney- Genera  1  to 
take  action,  and  not  to  allow  cases  of  the 
kind  to  leak  out  and  give  cause  for  alarm. 
The  impertinence  of  some  petty  underling 
in  the  red-tape  Department  is  keenly  re- 
sented by  me ;  though  I  know  that  the 
Attorney -General  is  too  kind-hearted  to 
permit  any  injustice. 

Mr.  Glynn. — I  ne\'er  heard  of  the 
case.  I  was  asked  about  it ;  but  it  never 
can>e  before  me. 

Dr.  MALONEY.— I  know  that  the  At- 
torney-General is  too  kind-hearted  to  do 


anything  of  the  kind.  Then,  again,  we 
have  tiie  following  extract  from  the  Mel- 
bourne Age  of  5th  July  : — 

The  first  court  under  the  Federal  Old-age 
Pensions  Act  was  held  yesterday,  and  was  pre- 
sided over  by  the  P.M.  (Mr.  W.  W.  Harris)  and 
Mr.  G.  Anstey,  J. P.  A  man  and  bis  wife  who 
applied  could  furnish  no  proof  of  the  date  of 
their  birth,  and  said  they  could  only  guess  their 
respective  ages.  None  of  their  four  children 
had  been  baptised.  They  did  not  know  the  year 
they  arrived  in  Victoria,  and  they  both  guessed 
their  ages  when  they  were  being  married.  As 
there  wat  a  doubt  as  to  their  respective  ages, 
their  applicatiut<i  were  postponed  for  a  month. 

Why  did  the  magistrates  not  ask  whR*^h^r 
the  children  of  the  applicants  had  back 
teeth?  What  had  the  desired  information 
to  do  with  the  needs  of  the  applicants?  If 
a  man  is  Mxty-five  years  of  age,  and  is 
without  any  income,  and  unable  to  earn 
his  livelihood,  he  has  a  right,  at  all  events, 
to  scMne  assistance  from  the  State;  and  no 
justice  of  the  peace  or  stipendiary  magis- 
trate has  the  right  to  ask  impertinent 
questions.  We  have  liberty  of  oouscienoe 
in  Australia;  and  we  ^ould  not  allow  any 
magistrate  to  tampn  with  it  in  the  slightest 
degree.  I  cwnpliment  the  Presbyterian 
Church  on  the  way  in  which  it  pays  sti- 
pends and  pensions;  and  it  would  be  well 
if  the  same  kindness  of  heart  were  shown 
in  the  administration  of  the  Old-age  Pen- 
si«is  Act.  I  only  wish  that  Mr.  Weire  were 
at  the  head  of  affairs ;  and  I  am  sure  that 
Mr.  Allen  could,  if  he  would,  reduce  the 
number  of  questions.  Our  kind-hearted  At- 
torney-General and  the  Government  will,  I 
am  confident,  mak^  the  condiiicxis  lighter 
and. easier  for  the  old  people,  because  we 
desire  no  poor-house  system  in  Australia. 
When  the  Txeasm-y  is  rich  enough  I  hope 
the  only  questions  asked  will  be  whether 
a  person  has  reached  the  age,  and  has  been 
in  Australia  for  the  requisite  period,  and 
that  the  pensiwi  will  be  granted,  whether 
the  person  be  a  millionaire  or  a  destitute. 
Only  such  a  system  will  remove  the  stigma 
of  poverty;  and  I  contend  that  an  old- 
age  pension  should  carry^  with  it  no  such 
stigma,  but  should  be  tKe  right  of  every 
old  citizen  of  the  Commonwealth.  As  a 
suggestion  to  bring  grist  to  the  mill,  1 
asked  certain  questions  of  the  Treasurer. 
They  were  in  reference  to  the  profits  derived 
from  the  coinage  of  silver.  I  desired  to 
see  the  way  made  clear  for  the  nationaliza- 
tion of  our  silver  mines  in  Australia,  so  as 
to  enable  the  profits  derived  from  the  coin- 
age of  Australian  silver  to  be  used  for  pub- 
lic purposes.  We  could-obtain  a  huge  in- 
come annually  ati^iDmiQ«jei^)@^&om  this 
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source.  On  the  14th  October  of  last  year  I 
asked  the  then  Treasurer,  the  honorable 
member  for  Hume — 

Whether  in  view  of  the  fact  that  ■iWer  is 
quoted  in  the  Age  of  lath  October  at  23  i3-i6d. 
per  ci.,  would  he  inform  the  House  what  would 
be  the  profit  of  the  minting  of  one  million  pounds 
(;ti,ooo,ooo)  worth  of  Australian  silver  at  such 
price  ? 

A  schoolboy  could  make  that  calculati<m  in 
a  few  minutes.    The  reply  given  was— 

The  profit  after  providing  for  rehabilitation  of 

the  coins  would  be  about  ;£440,ooo. 

That  answer  had  to  be  corrected  afterwards. 
I  could  not  be  content  with  so  inaccurate 
a  reply.  Accordingly,  on  the  29th  Octo- 
ber, I  asked  the  then  Treasurer- 
Is  it  a  fact  that  one  oz.  sterling  silver  will 
mint  51.  6d,  worth  of  currency?  If  so,  is  the 
answer  of  his  officers  given  to  question  No.  4, 
on  14th  October,  correct,  namely  that  the  jtrofit 
on  one  million  pounds  worth  of  Australi.in  silver 
at  33  i3-i6d.  per  or.  would  be  only  four  hundred 
and  forty  thousand  pounds? 

The  answer  on  this  occasion  was  very  dif- 
ferent. It  was  that  the  gross  profit  would 
be  j£i,7Tf>654 — about  four  times  as  much 
as  the  amount  mentioned  in  the  previous 
answer. 

Mr.  Webster.— Is  that  the  profit  on 
minting      ,000,000  worth  of  silver? 

Dr.  MALONEY.—;^!, 000,000  worth  of 
silver  bullion  could  be  converted  into  cdn 

having  a  face  value  of  £2y'jyi,6$4,  and 
the  gross  profit  would  be  ;^i,77i,654- 
That  is  currency  which  would  not  be  re- 
fused by  any  Australian.  Again,  on  the 
3rd  December,  I  asked  the  then  Treasurer, 
the  present  leader  of  the  Opposition — 

What  the  profit  would  be  on  tlie_  minting  of 
^1.000,000  worth  of  Australian  silver  at  the 
price  quoted  in  the  Age  of  and  December, 
namely,  is.   10  5-i6d.  per  standard  ounce? 

The  answer  was — 

The  gross  profit  on  coining  ,000,000  of 
silver  bullion  would  be  j£i>957>9S3. 

I  also  asked— 

What  would  be  the  cost  of  minting  same  at 
the  usual  rate  of  3  per  cent.? 

The  answer  vra.%  that  the  cost  would  be 
;^88,739.     1  further  asked— 

What  would  be  the  net  profit  on  such  purchase 
after  deducting  such  stated  cost,  or  any  other 
contingent  expense  ? 

The  reply  was  that  the  net  profit  would  be 
^1,354,555  ;  but  I  dissent  frtxti  that  esti- 
mate altogether.  The  cmly  amount  that 
would  be  deducted  is  the  3  per  cent,  for 
minting,  and,  as  I  reckon,  the  profit  would 
l)e.  roughly,  j^^i, 750,000  at  the  price  men- 
tioned in  the  Age  on  the  day  quoted.  That 


is  to  say,  for  an  expenditure  of  ;^i,ooo,ooo 
we  TOuld  issue  coinage  to  the  extent  of 
j^2, 750,000  to  enable  us  to  build  the  Fede- 
ral Capital  and  undertake  any  other  public 
work.  In  our  Federal  Capital  we  shall 
have  to  have  coffee  palaces,  hotels,  private 
houses,  clubs,  and  so  fOTth.  They  could 
be  built  from  this  currency,  and  the  Federal 
Government  could  charge  5  per  cent,  for 
rent.  Tn  a  very  short  time  we  should  have 
the  Federal  citv  built  and  be  deriving  a 
huge  revenue  without  the  ^penditure  of  a 
single  penny  piece.  In  a  previous  Parlia- 
ment 1  sought  to  induce  the  Government  to 
initiate  a  system  of  Federal  notes  as  legil 
tender  supplementary  to  gold  for  the  execu- 
tion of  reveniK -producing  public  works. 
Any  one  who  will  study  the  map  of  Aus- 
tralia will  be  struck  by  the  huge  blank 
space  in  the  north  whicli  we  call  the  Nor- 
thern Territory,  and  must  know,  notwith- 
standing what  the  newspapers  may  say.^that 
that  is  the  part  where  we  are  most  liable 
to  attack.  Those  who  have  been  there 
report  that  there  is  a  vast  quantity  of  rich 
land  in  the  Northern  Territory,  and  that 
there  are  rivers  larger  than  those  we  have 
in  the  south.  In  fact,  the  wealth  that  is 
to  be  obtained  from  the  Territory  no  one 
can  estimate.  No  rfise  man  would  ven- 
ture to  foretell  its  potentialities.  Suppose 
we  were  to  build  a  railway  line  to  the  Ter- 
ritory costing  _3^^3,ooo,ooo.  For  that  pur- 
pose, what  I  should  like  to  see  the  Trea- 
surer do  is  this.  We  should  issue  Federal 
notes  guaranteed  by  the  security  of  the 
Federal  Government,  making)  them  part  of 
the  currency  of  the  country.  They  could 
be  earmarked  for  the  purposes  of  a  rail- 
way line  to  Port  Darwin.  The  notes  would 
have  the  special  security  of  the  land  on 
which  the  railway  was  built,  of  the  per- 
manent way,  and  of  every  piece  of  rolling 
stock  on  the  railway ;  and  behind  all  would 
be  the  guarantee  of  the  honour  of  a  conti- 
nent, which  I  venture  to  say  would  be  the 
best  guarantee  in  the  world.  Compare  the 
way  in  whidi  the  ^sting  banks  of  issue 
deal  with  notes  and  the  way  in  whidi  they 
are  dealt  with  by  the  Bank  of  England. 
Five  pounds  is  the  lowest  denomination  for 
which  notes  are  issued  by  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land, and  each  note  is  on\y  issued  wice. 
Whenerer  a  note  comes  back  into  the  bank 
it  is  destroyed.  Consequently,  if  there  is 
a  forgery  it  is  almost  certain  to  be  detected 
early.  But  the  same  notes  are  issued  time 
after  time  bv  the  Australian  banks  of  issue. 
The  method  of  rejectioo-is  that  if  a  note 
does  not  go  easDipiti&Mii^^&^li&d  anif 


MotMnof  [6  July.  1909  ]       Want  of  Cm^denee.  821 


third  fingers  of  the  bank  officer,  and  a  par- 
ticular note  is  found  to  be  too  foul  and 
stained  to  be  handled,  it  is  cancelled.  When 
a  note  is  thus  rejected,  the  bank  authorities 
mark  it  off  in  their  books.  If  it  is  found 
that  a  rK>te  correspcmding  to  the  number  of 
the  note  about  to  be  marked  off  has  already 
been  cancelled,  an  entry  is  made  on  the 
margin.  But  the  note  previously  marked 
off  may  have  been  a  forgery.  It  is  very 
difficult  for  t^nk  (^kiaJs  in  this  country  to 
detect  forgeries,  but  in  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land it  is  easy. 

Mr.  Websfer. — How  would  the  honor - 
able  member  redeem  the  ;£3,ooo,ooo  on  ac- 
count of  the  Northern  Territory  railway  ? 

Dr.  MALONEY.— Those  notes  could  be 
paid  to  the  public  servants  of  the  Commtm- 
wealth,  or  issued  in  other  ways.  The 
hcmorable  member  for  Gwydir  will  under- 
stand that  in  taking  the  Nwthem  Territory 
as  an  ocample  I  am  citing  the  project  least 
likely  to  pay. 

Mr.  Webster. — The  honorable  member 
wants  to  build  a  railway  so  that  the 
Japanese  or  the  Chinese  may  more  rapidly 
get  to  the  centres  of  civilization  in  this 
country. 

Dr.  MALONEY.— No,  I  want  the  rail- 
way so  as  to  be  able-  to  send  troops 
to  prevent  an  enemy  frcrni  coming  down. 
Suppose  the  honorable  member  borrowed 
;£3,ooo,ooo  at  3  per  cent.,  he  would  every 
year  have  to  pay  ^£90,000  in  interest,  and 
that  money  would  be  saved  under  the  sys- 
tem I  am  describing  by  the  issue  of  these 
notes.  The  notes  would  be  currency*,  and 
whatever  the  return  from  the  investment 
might  be,  whether  ;£soo  or  ^£5,000  a  year, 
notes  to  that  value  might  be  burned. 

Mr.  Page. — Would  the  honorable  mem- 
ber not  have  them  payable  on  demand  ? 

Dr.  MALONEY.'— No,  they  would 
never  be  redeemable  with  gold.  They 
would  have  to  be  accepted  as  currency,  just 
as  Bank  of  England  notes  were  for  upwards 
of  twenty-two  years,  when  it  was  impos- 
sible to  get  gold  for  them.  Let  me  tell 
honorable  members  that  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land was  tottering  to  a  fall  on  three  occa- 
sions, and  each  time  was  saved  by  a  Na- 
tional Bank— twice  by  the  Bank  of 
France,  and  once  by  the  Bank  of  Ger- 
many and  the  Bank  of  Russia.  I  can 
give  honorable  members  an  instance  of 
the  way  in  which  the  s\stem  would  work 
from  tiie  history  of  the  allied  States  of 
Great  Britain.  The  Channel  Islands  weie 
never  ccmquered  by  Extgland,  but  are  allied 


States  of  Great  Britain.  Until  a  compara- 
tively recent  time  their  currency  and  forms 
of  governineni  differed  frcrni  those  of  Great 
Britain,  and  there  are  certain  forms  of  gov- 
ernment existing  in  the  Channel  Islands  at 
this  date  which  do  not  prevail  in  Great 
Britain.  T  should  like  to  impress  on  hon- 
orable members  the  fact  that  works  deal- 
ing with  forms  of  currency  have  been  re- 
moved from  libraries  throughout  the  world, 
and  at  the  present  time  certain  books  deal 
ing  with  the  subject  have  absolutely  disap- 
peared. It  is  believed  that  this  has  beei 
due  to  certain  iinanciers,  who  saw  the  dan- 
;;er  to  the  capitalistic  t^ystem  should  stxrh  a 
system  of  currency  as  I  am  describing  be 
adopted.  John  Jacob,  in  his  Annals  of 
British  Norman  Isles,  published  in  1830 
by  Simpkins  and  Marshall.  London,  and 
A.  and  W.  Galignani,  Paris,  tells  us — ■ 

For  maay  centuries  the  markets  in  St. 
Peters,  GuemBey,  were  held  alon$  High-street, 
as  far  as  the  bottom  of  Castle-street.  The  in- 
conveniences ariiiinK  from  this  confined  situation 
had  been  lonj;  felt.  In  the  year  1726  a  com- 
mittee of  the  Legislative  Assembly  was  ap- 
pointed to  select  a  site  for  a  new  market  build- 
ing- Again,  in  the  year  1777,  an  attempt  was 
made  by  private  individuals  to  secure  the  same 
obiect.  Up  to  the  year  1822,  the  butchers  sold 
meat  in  open  stalls,  but  the  population  increas- 
ing, this  market  became  too  confined,  and  the 
inconvenience  was  increased  by  the  prohibition 
to  the  butchers  against  opening  butchers*  shops 
in  other  parts  ot  the  city.  In  1830  measures 
were  again  taken  to  build  a  new  meat  market, 
and  the  present  handsome  building  was  opened 
during  October  in  the  same  year,  at  a  cost  of  up- 
wards of  ^^4,000, 

Now,  to  show  honorable  members  how  it 
was  done — 

The  estimated  cost  of  the  new  meat  market 
being  about  ;£4,ooo,  how  to  raise  that  amounl 
became  the  immediate  question  with  the  pro- 
moters of  the  scheme.  Numerous  consnltatioas 
were  held,  the  upshot  of  which  was  that  instead 
of  borrowing  gold,  the  promoters  determined  to 
issue  "  Market  House  Scrip,"  or  legal  tender 
notes  of  their  own,  founded  on  the  credit  of  the 
Island.  The  politicians  of  the  day  called  them 
a  set  of  pestilential  innovators,  for  adopting;  a 
course  so  opposed  (o  common  sense  and  ancient 
custom ;  but  notwithstanding  all  opposition. 
Market  House  Scrip  to  the  requisite  amount,  and 
of  various  denominations,  was  ultimately  issued 
by  the  anthoritv  of  the  House  of  Assembly, 
when  Daniel  de  Lisle  Brock  was  Governor  of  the 
Island.  The  materials  were  found,  the  men  put 
to  work,  the  market  erected,  and .  the  stalls 
rented.  Kvcry  month's  rent  reduced!  the  total 
of  the  scrip,  and  in  less  than  ten  years  all  the  * 
scrip  was  paid  b.ick  into  the  public  Treasury, 
stamped,  cancelled ;  and  thus  ended  the  life  of 
the  Guernsey  Market  House  Scrip.  But  the  rents 
have  to  this  day  continued,  and  are  applied  to 
Infill  improvements. 

In  that  little  island  of  Guernsey,  an<"i 
throughout  Jerg^;.,^^^(^ogJe  that  is 
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the  plan  by  which  they  avmd  the  payment 
of  interest  and  the  accumulaiion  of  public 
debts.  In  Guernsey  one  day  in  each  year 
is  celebrated  as  a  public  holiday,  and  on 
lhat  day  notes  coA'ered  by  the  rent  paid  Dy 
stall-holders  are  burnt,  amid  feasting  an<l 
joy.  To  such  an  extent  is  the  system 
availed  of  that  even  for  the  building  of  a 
water  mill  notes  are  issued,  which  are  sub- 
sequently paid  off  and  burnt  a^  the  returns 
from  the  investment  come  in.  I  take  as  an 
illustration  the  railway  from  Melbourne  to 
Sydney,  which  pays  fairly  well.  If  we 
had  built  that  line  by  the  issue  of  these 
notes  we  should  never  have  had  to  pay 
away  the  huge  sums  in  interest  that  we 
have  been  paying  up  to  this  date.  The 
cost  of  the  line  would  have  been  paid  o*f 
by  this  time,  and  we  should  now  have  a 
revenue -earning  line,  without  any  money  ac 
all  having  been  expended.  When  I  brought 
this  matter  before  the  Legislative  Assembly 
of  Victoria,  in  the  late  nineties,  we  had 
borrowed  in  this  State  something  like 
;^53,ooo,ooo,  and  up  to  that  date  hitd  paid 
back  nearly  ji£53,ooo,ooo  in  principal  and 
interest,  and  still  owed  about  ^50,000,000. 
The  system  whidi  I  have  described,  if 
adopted,  would  have  prevented  all  that 
Ixwrowing  and  payment  of  interest,  and  we 
should  not  be  in  the  hands  of  the  monej- 
mongers  of  the  world,  as  Australia  is  to- 
day. 

Mr.  Page. — The  hcHWrable  member's 
statements  appear  to  be  all  right  as  applied 
to  paying  con<^ns,  but  what  would  happen 

in  the  case  of  non-paying  concerns? 

Dr.  MALONEY.— I  could  give  two 
namples,  me  of  which  is  a  ncm-paying 
railway  line,  cwistructed  for  purposes  ot 
defence. 

Mr.  Page. — There  would  be  no  holiday 
ior  the  burning  of  notes  in  that  case. 

Dr.  MALONEY.— That  is  where,  the 
hoHOTable  member  and  I  disagree.  We 
have  lands  in  the  ncn'th,  capable  of  more 
intense  culture  than  any  lands  in  European 
countries,  and  we  might  look  forward  to 
their  settlement  by  a  teeming  population  in 
the  immediate  future  if  th?s  Parliament 
r-rly  woke  up  to  its  duty,  and  prevented 
the  destruction  of  child  life  that  is  now 
going  on  in  Australia.  If  we  had  a  popu- 
lation settled  on  those  northern  lands,  the 
tvoductims  of  the  scnl  would  be  sufficient 
to  make  the  railways  pay. 

Mr.  Page. — It  is  a  grand  picture  that 
the  hon(»:able  member  is  painting. 


Dr.  MALOXEY.— Let  the  honorable 
member  for  Maranoa  paint  a  better  if  he 
is  able. 

Mr.  RoBEBTS. — What  does  the  honor- 
able member  for  Maxanoa  niean  generally 
by  a  non -paying  railway? 

Dr.  MALONEY.— I  must  let  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Adelaide  settle  that 
with  the  facmorable  member  ior  Maranoa. 
In  answer  to  an  interjection  I  said  that 
I  would  not  have  these  ixjtes  redeemable, 
because  they  should  be  made  currency,  and 
would  have  the  best  security  b^ind  them 
that  ever  backed  up  a  note  issue.  It  is 
sometimes  interesting  to  look  back  to  the 
history  of  older  countries.  The  Bank  of 
Venice  existed  for  626  years,  and  for  500 
years  it  was  carried  on  by  what  is  known 
as  a  system  of  fiat  money.  There  was 
no  gold  provided  to  redeem  the  note  issue, 
and  that  bank  would  have  lasted  up  to  the 
present  day  if  it  had  not  been  swept  out 
of  existence  when  Napnleon  tocA  Venice. 
I  have  spoken  at  greater  len^  than  I  in- 
tended on  the  currency  question,  but  there 
is  one  thing  wbidi  I  ^ould  like  to  impress 
upon  honorable  members,  and  it  is  this: 
Let  them  take  into  co>isiderati-3n  a  line  of 
railway  with  which  they  are  well  ac- 
quainted, and  which  is  a  paying  line,  and 
I  ask  what  better  security  could  they  have 
for  a  note  issue  than  the  land  upon  which 
the  railway  is  built,  every  penny  spent  on 
the  permanent  way  and  rolling  stock,  and 
at  the  back  of  all,  for  the  flrst  time  in 
the  world,  the  hcHiour  of  a  Conuncviwealth 
and  continent?  The  history  of  national 
banks  is  that  no  such  bank  has  ever  failed, 
and  if  it  were  not  for  the  naticmal  banks 
of  Europe  ihe  Bank  of  England,  which  is 
itself  a  semi-national  bank,  would 
have  ceased  to  do  business  long 
ago.  I  do  not  know  whether  the 
Government  intend  to  propose  the  im- 
position of  a  progressive  land  tax. 
If  it  does.  I  can  assure  it  that  it  can  obtain 
s«ne  splendid  examples  from  two  countries 
that  I  shall  mention.  One  of  these — I  re- 
fer to  Japan,  which  has  recently  achieved 
so  much  in  the  realms  of  military  glory — 
seems  to  have  inherited  all  the  genius  of 
past  ages.  It  is  a  nation  that  in  less  than 
the  life  of  a  human  being— within  the  term 
of  the  jveaent  Mikado's  reign—has  be- 
come so  advanced  that  it  possesses  to-day 
the  most  scientific  Tariff  in  the  world— a 
Tariff  that  can  be  amended  in  shorter  time 
than  can  any  European  Tariff.  One  ibrief 
example  of  this  must  impress  hpnoraUe 
n»«nbers-    The  gj§s^d^??*fe®0^(^ne  of 
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America,  which  makes  the  price  of  almost 
every  pipeful  of  tobacco  and  every  cigarette 
that  is  smoked  in  Australia,  held  Japan  in 
the  hollow  of  its  hand.  It  ridiculed  the  idea 
of  anybody  competing  with  it.  It  taught 
the  Japanese  to  love  the  cigarette,  and,  as 
a  result,  its  profits  were  extremely  large. 
The  Japanese  GovermiKnt — seeing  that  a 
huge  profit  was  being  made  out  of  this 
mcMK^ly,  and  requiring  revenue  for  war- 
like expenditure — approached  the  combine, 
and  asked  it  to  sell  its  works.  A  shout  of 
H<HBeric  laughter  ran  through  the  combine. 
Japan  thereupon  levied  a  duty  of  50  per 
omt.  upon  the  prcducts  of  the  combine, 
and  this  impost  it  shortlv  after  increased  to 
100  per  cent.  Still  the  great  Tobacco  Trust 
of  America  merely  smiled.  Then  Japan 
increased  the  duty  to  150  per  cent.,  and  by 
a  single  clause  in  its  Constitution  decreed 
that  all  articles  to  be  used  in  a  Government 
monopoly  should  be  admitted  free.  The 
combine  did  not  smile  then,  but  asked  for 
a  large  sum  for  its  manufactories  and 
machinery.  That  was  in  1905.  In  1906, 
Japan  increased  the  duty  to  250  per  cent., 
and  thus  broke  up  the  (xxnbine.  The  latter 
then  begged  the  Japanese  Government  to 
take  over  its  works.  But  the  Government 
answered  :  "  When  we  made  you  a  fair 
offer,  you  refused  to  accept  it.  and  now  we 
do  not  require  your  works."  At  the  pre- 
sent mwnent,  Japan,  from  Russian  Siberia 
in  the  north  to  Bombay  in  the  east,  is  beat- 
ing the  combine  with  its  own  weapons.  The 
countr}-  to  which  I  have  been  referrins  has 
gone  so  far  in  the  matter  of  its  imposition 
of  a  land  tax  that  if  our  Government  wished 
to  learn  anything  fnm  it  they  could  learn 
the  lesstHi  ven.-  .well.  In  the  kingdom  of 
Prussia,  too.  duties  as  high  as  25  per  cent, 
have  been  levied.  Some  of  the  probate 
duties  in  England  are  as  high  as  20  per 
cent.  This  circumstance  recalls  the  fact 
that  when  I  was  a  member  of  the  Legis- 
lative Assembly  of  Victoria,  in  1892,  and 
Mr.  Isaacs,  the  then  Attomev-General,  was 
introducing  amended  probate  duties,  I  sug- 
gested that  in  Ccmmittee  he  should  agree  to 
a  small  amendment  to  the  effect  that  the 
duty  of  10  per  cent,  upon  an  estate  valued 
at  ;£ioo,ooo  should  be  continued  in  the 
same  ratio.  It  was  late  at  night,  and  honor- 
able members  were  tired,  so  that  it  is  not  sur- 
prising that  only  c«ie  man  saw  the  position 
in  which  the  adoption  of  that  amendment 
would  have  placed  the  Government.  He 
said  10  per  cent,  upon  an  estate  valued  at 
;^ioo,ooo  would  mean  ;£io,ooo,  and  on 
an  estate  of  ;^3oo,ooo  would  be  equivalent 


to  ;£2o,ooo.  He  declared  that  he  would 
not  object  to  that,  but  that  he  would  ob- 
ject to  an  estate  valued  at  ^^i, 000,000  be- 
ing seized  by  the  Crown.  After  that,  my 
amendment  had  no  chance,  and  although 
thirty-two  honorable  members  voted  for  zo 
per  cent,  on  ^£200, 000  and  over,  it  was 
defeated  by  twelve  votes.  It  is  a  far  cry 
from  1892  to  X909.  Yet  in  England  to-day, 
probate  duties  as  high  as  I  have  indicated 
are  being  levied.  There,  oneestfUe  valued  at 
;^i2,ooo,ooo  will  ccKitribute  to  the  ex- 
chequer a  sum  of  between  ;£2, 500,000  and 
j^3,ooo,ooo.  I  caimot  see  any  reason  why 
a  country  which  permits  a  roan  to  accumu- 
late as  much  as  ^£12, 000,000  should  not  In- 
come possessed  of  the  half  of  that  value 
upon  his  death — especially  in  view  of  the 
desire  which  permeates  Australia  that  our 
lands  should  not  continue  lo  be 
locked  up  as  they  have  been.  The 
Labour  party  has  been  accused  of 
being  in  favour  of  confiscation.  Kut  the 
accusation  is  so  false  that  the  individual 
making  it  must  be  influenced  either  by  i?- 
norance  or  a  desire  to  calumniate.  I  do 
not  suggest  that  the  N'ew  Zealand  Land 
Tax  Act. is  a  perfect  measure,  but  I  con- 
tend that  it  would  be  absolutely  fair  to 
allow  the  St.ite  the  right  to  resume  lands 
at  ithe  valuation  placed  upon  them  by 
owners  for  taxation  purposes.  If  such  a 
system  obtained  here,  I  am  satisfied  that  we 
should  not  find  so  many  sons  of  our  far- 
mers leaving  Victoria.  Of  course,  I  re- 
cognise that  the  loss  which  this  State  sufiVrs 
in  an  exodus  of  population  is  usually  the 
gain  of  another.  But  to  my  mind  it  would 
be  far  better  if  we  could  make  the  family 
life — for  which  the  Anglo-Celtic  race  is  so 
famed — as  close  as  possible.  The  strongest 
tie— that  of  the  home — is  weakened  by  the 
sons  of  our  people  being  forced  to  go 
abroad  into  other  States.  I  do  not  intend 
to  weary  the  House  by  quoting  figures  in  re- 
ference to  land  monopoly,  but  I  :ihould  like 
to  mention  that  a  splendiii  series  of  .irlicles 
upon  a  land  tax  recentlv  appeared  in  the 
Age — articles  which  the  Government  should 
peruse  carefully  if  they  desire  to  retain 
their  places  upon  the  Treasury  benches.  I 
wish  also  to  bring  under  the  notice  of  hon- 
orable menjiers  a  statement  which  appeared 
in  the  public  pr^s  last  month  to  the  efTtvt 
that  the  new  CcMnmonwealth  electoral  rolls 
for  Victoria  contain  25.000  Itss  njmes 
than  appeared  on  the  old  rolls.  I  am  gl.id 
to  see  all  duplicate  names  wiped  out.  he- 
cause  I  recognise  the  trutb  of  wluit  Ruskin 
wrote,    "  LifeDiJs,edlM-:.afl5glQreaIth." 
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In  New  South  Wales  the  number  of  voters 
has  inGn^ued  by  28,900.  In  Tasmania 
also  the  number  of  voters  has  increased* 
while  other  States  have  lost  slightly.  Of 
course,  I  understand  that  the  decrease  in 
Victoria  has  resulted  from  the  infamous 
system  of  plural  voting  under  which  it  has 
suffered  for  so  many  years.  As  regards 
the  scarcity  of  land,  with  the  exception  of 
Western  Australia,  South  Australia,  in- 
cluding the  Northern  Territory,  has  a  far 
larger  area  than  has  any  other  State.  Yet, 
for  137  blocks  of  land  a  little  outside  Ade- 
laide tha%  were  about  1,000  applicants, 
that  is  just  upon  870  men  were  disappcnnted 
at  being  uns^le  to  get  land.  Sir,  that 
should  be  the  keynote  to  our  de- 
fence policy,  for  without  population  we 
shall  never  be  able  to  defend  the  Common- 
wealth. The  honorable  member  for  Ade- 
laide has  kindly  handed  to  me  a  statement 
that,  according  to  a  message  from  Sydney, 
on  the  I  St  July  there  were  380  applicaticms 
for  two  blocks  of  land  in  New  South 
Wales.  Another  example  of  the  unsatisfied 
demand  for  land  was  furnished  this  morn- 
ing, in  a  mesage  from  Uralla,  to  the  effect 
that  300  applications  had  been  rec»ved  f<x 
two  small  blocks.  The  town  is  blocked  in 
by  large  estates.  There  lies  the  wrong  to 
the  people.  As  it  was  in  the  days  of 
Isaiah,  who  spoke  with  the  words  of  a 
prophet  against  land  monopolisers,  so  it  is 
to-day  all  along  the  line  in  Australia. 
Here  are  we  transplanting  the  English 
system  of  land  tenure.  So  venerated  is  the 
land  tenure  of  England  that  no  human 
being  has  ever  been  considered  fit  to  hold 
the  franchise  there  except  in  virtue  of 
ownership  or  taiancy.  Would  to  God  that 
England,  with  her  mighty  heart,  had  such 
a  f  randiise  as  we  in  Australia  possess !  Then 
Democracy  might  have  a  chance  to  reach 
its  goal.  It  may  be  interesting  to  honor- 
able members  to  know  how  Japan  deals 
with  the  question  of  income  tax.  In  some 
parts  of  Japan  a  yen — a  com  worth  two 
shillings  and  a  halfpenny— is  frequently  the 
equivalent  of  a  pound  in  Australia.  I  be- 
lieve that  I  am  fairly  within  the  mark  when 
I  sav  that  an  income  of  ;^ioo  in  Japan  is 
far  more  valuable  than  an  income  of  j£soo 
in  Australia.  According  to  the  Financial 
and  Economic  Annual  of  Tapan  for  1908, 
the  tax  on  an  income  of  /lioo  is  jf^i  xos., 
but  under  an  extraordinary  tax  which  may 
be  iened.  that  amount  is  increased 
to  If .  a    man    receives  an 

incc«r.e  of   £300,    he   pays,    not  three 
times,  but  four  times,  the  rate  levied 
^r.  Maloney. 


on  an  income  of  ;£ioo,  that  is  £6^  which 
is  increased  to  jQi$  i6s.  undn  the  special 
tax.  If  a  man  receives  an  income  of 
jQ\,ooOy  he  pays  a  tax  of  £,y>',  and  a 
man  who  gets  an  inccnne  of  ;£io,ooo  pays 
a  tax  of  j^55o.  Under  the  extraordinary 
tax  the  tax  of  the  man  receiving  ^1,000 
a  year  becomes  jQts,  and  the  tax  of  the 
man  receiving  ;£io,ooo  a  year  becomes 
;^2,035,  CcHupared  with  a  man  in  reo^pt 
of  an  income  of  ;£ioo,  a  man  with  an 
income  of  ;^i,ooo  pays  100  per  cent.'mcwe, 
while  a  man  with  an  income  of  ;^io,ooo 
pays  366^  per  cent,  more,  showing  a  large 
progressive  increase.  The  intnease  under 
the  extrawdinary  tax  is  ever  so  much  more 
than  is  the  increase  undw-  the  ordinary  in- 
come  tax.  Compared  with  a  man  in  rec^pt 
of  an  income  of  ;^ioo,  a  man  with  an 
income  of  jQi,ooo  pays  217  per  cent,  more, 
while  a  man  with  an  income  of  ;£'io,ooo 
pays  589  per  cent.  more.  That  is  an  illus- 
tratiOT  of  the  operation  of  a  progressive- 
tax,  and  the  Treasurer,  if  he  is  in  great 
need  of  money,  might  very  well  follow  the 
example  of  Japan.  With  regard  to  the 
land  tax  levied  in  that  country,  it  starts 
at  2|  per  cent,  of  the  assessed  value  of 
the  land,  but  it  may  run  from  3  to 
per  cent.,  according  to  the  value  of  the 
land.  In  Prussia,  if  I  remember  aright,  the 
inocxne  tax  has  been  as  high  as  50  per 
cent,  on  very  large  incomes.  In  England, 
dreadful  Budgets  have  to  be  prepared  in 
order  to  raise  more  money  for  the  army  and 
navy.  They  cannot  raise  much  more 
revenue  from  the  oxiunon  people.  Accord- 
ing to  Mulkall,  England  is  raising  mcwe 
per  head  through  the  Custom  House  to-day 
than  is  any  other  country  io  Eurc^,  ercept 
Denmark,  N(Mway,  and  Sweden.  England 
cannot  raise  much  more  revenue  through 
Customs,  even  on  luxuries.  Therefore,  it 
is  to  land  and  income  that  the  Go- 
vernment must  look  for  revenue.  Thev 
have  introduced  the  thin  end  of  the  wedge, 
known  as  the  super  tax,  and  that  will  be 
heard  of  in  the  near  future  as  the  need 
of  England  comes  to  be  recognised  by  her 
members  of  Parliament.  With  regard  to 
income  tax,  perhaps  I  may  be  permitted 
to  mention  here  that  Pitt,  when  be  held 
sway  in  England,  used  to  tax  incomes  of 
j^6o  and  over,  and  the  tax  ran  frwn  five- 
sixths  per  cent  to  10  per  cent.  During; 
the  time  of  the  Boer  war,  the  income  tax 
in  the  Old  Country  was  increased  frtOT 
eightpence  to  fourteen  pence  per  jQ,  and 
in  1902  it  yielded  a  revemie  of 
;^35,ooo,ooo.      ^J^ftld  !|  (S^iaglt  with 
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the  aid  of  the  super  tax  will  not  be  known 
until   the  end   of  this   financial  year. 
In  Prusffla  they  start  with  incomes  of  ^45t 
and  the  tax  ranges  fnxn  .6  to  4  per  cent. 
In  Italy  they  commence  with  an  income 
as  low  as  jQi6  per  annum,  and  the  taxation 
goes  as  high  as  la  per  cent.    In  England 
the  tax  would  amount  to  8d.  in  the  £  on 
a  salary  not  exceeding  ^2,000  a  year, 
earned  by  personal  exertion,  and  to  is.  in 
the  £  upon  unearned  income  obtained  from 
land.     That  difFo-ence  is  not  enough.  In 
the  year  1906-7  the  British  revenue  was 
000,000    from    this    source,  and 
there   is   the    super    tax    above  that. 
In    this   country    we   are   <mly  playii^ 
with  taxation.    With  regard  to  the  Dread- 
nought  offer,    let    me   preface   what  I 
have  to  say  by  remarking,  lest  a  taunt  be 
-hurled  at  the  members  of  this  party,  that 
I  am  proud  to  learn  from  the  example  of 
New  Zealand.    I  am  proud  of  its  land 
laws,  and  of  its  system  of  finding  work 
for  the  people,  though  I  regret  that  to- 
dav  500  men  are  out  of  employment  there. 
Still,  I  have  never  known  there  to  be  less 
than  twice  that  number  of  unemployed 
in   Melbourne,   and  ofttimes  our  unem- 
ployed number  thousands.    As  one  who  has 
t>een  mixed  up  with  the  unemployed  for 
the  past  fifteen  years,  I  can  speak  with 
Jiuthority  on  the  subject.    I  wish  also  to 
^tay  that,  if  the  position  of  England  were 
in  jeopardy,  my  vote  would  go  for  the 
spending  of  every       and  the  sending  of 
every  man  we  could  spare  in  her  defence. 
3ut  I  shall  not  be  a  party  to  bringing 
:about  a  quarrel  with  a  friendly  nation, 
with  those  of  a  race  which  has  given  us 
■some  of  the  best  blood  that  we  possess. 
By  what  name  Is  the  British  people  known 
throughout  the  world?   It  is  known  as  the 
Anglo-Saxcxi  race,  though  some,  inclutUng 
myself,  would  add  Celtic  as  well.    In  the 
words   of   the   Century    magazine,  the 
English   are  pure  Saxons,   known  bv  an 
amount  of  common  sense  that  is  almost 
equivalent  to  genius.     The  Saxons,  I  say, 
are  pure  Germans,  and  the  best  traits  in 
-the  British  peoples  come  from  their  Saxon 
blood.    We  hear  some  persons  speak  of  the 
Germans  in  a  way  which  makes  it  obvious 
■that  they  know  nothing  of  the  King  who, 
at  the  present  time,  graces  the  throne  of 
England.    In  reference  to  the  Dreadnought 
offer,  I  say,  "  Give  us  the  referendum,  so 
■that  the  voice  .of  the  people  may  ccxitrol 
the  actions  of  members  of  Parliament, 
Ministers  of  State,   and  the  Govemor- 
•General."    With  that,  and  a  graduated 


land  tax  and  inotxne  tax,  if  the  people  de- 
cided to  give  a  Dreadnought  the  Treasurer 
of  the  day  could  reply,  "  She  shall  have 
one  \  and  I  know  how  to  get  the  money  to 
pay  tcft  it."  But  what  is  the  position  to- 
day? Would  any  honorable  member  sav 
that  a  vote  of  the  people  of  Australia  would 
be  in  favour  of  giving  a  Dreadnought  to 
Great  Britain  at  the  present  time?  Not 
one  would  be  ready  to  fight  for  his  seat 
OTi  that  isstie.  If  we  are  going  to  present 
a  Dreadnought^  it  will  have  to  be  paid  for 
from  revenue,  and  the  Treasurer  knows 
how  difficult  it  will  be  to  get  the  nuHiev. 
I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  a  joke  on  the 
part  of  the  artist,  but  in  that  very  bright 
newspaper  known  as  the  Sporting  and 
Dramatic  News,  which  is  owned  and  con- 
trolled by  the  Treasurer,  there  appears  a 
portrait  of  the  Minister  of  Defence,  with 
a  red  mark  across  the  fordiead. 

Mr.  Page. — Perhaps  it  is  intended  as  a 
halo.  " 

Dr.  MALONEY.— I  have  never  heard 
of  a  red  halo,  and  hope  that  I  never  shall, 
if  red  is  to  be  regarded  as  symbolic  of 
bloodshed.  I  compliment  the  honorable 
gentleman  on  his  change  of  attitude,  be- 
cause it  is  charming  to  hear  him  speaking 
from  the  right,  whereas,  when  he  spoke 
from  the  left  of  the  Chair,  it  made  o-r 
nerves  jump.  It  is  stated  in  this  news- 
paper that  in  England  the  idea  of  Em- 
pire is  not  held  so  strongly  as  in  Aus- 
tralia, and  that  therefore  it  is  not  to  be 
wondered  that  the  concert  halls  have  not 
been  full.  In  The  Peofle,  a  newspaper 
published  in  Sydney,  tnere  occurs  an 
article  published  over  the  name  of  Eliza- 
beth Roth,  which  contains  some  statements 
which  r  think  need  inHorsin?.  It  has 
been  claimed  for  the  British  flag  bv  one 
of  our  Ministers  of  Defence  that  to  it  is 
due  our  high  standard  of  civilization.  I 
say  that  it  is  due  rather  to  the  innate 
sense  of  wrwig  in  the  hearts  of  those  who 
left  the  Old  Land  to  settle  here.  It  took 
T25  years  to  establish  the  ballot  system  in 
Great  Britain,  and  that  country  has  not  vet 
extended  the  franchise  to  nomen.  We. 
however,  have  given  the  women  the  right 
to  vote.  In  Great  Britain,  to  their  un- 
utterable disgrace,  they  not  only  refuse 
the  franchise  to  wonan,  but  have  hurled 
insults  at  her  because  she  is  fighting  to  get 
her  rights.  Is  it  forgotten  that  there  were 
thirty-two  men  killed  in  the  effort  to  ex- 
tend  the  franchise  to  men,  that  castles  and 
gaols  were  burnt  down,  and  mud  tiuown  in 
the  face  of  th<{,ig|^g^fe(K@gfoets  of 
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London?   I  am  sorry  that  the  Prime  Min- 
ister, when  asked  to  send  a  message  of 
sympathy  to  the  women  of  England,  could 
not  make  a  better  reply  than  he  did.  It 
is  stated,  in  an  extract  which  I  have  here, 
that  in  Great  Britain  thousands  of  little 
children   who  are   ill-fed   and  ofttimes 
cruelly  handled,  toil  on  without  hope  and 
without  future.    FrOTa  the  time  of  the 
Chartist,  or  rather,  from  the  tune  of  the 
first  Reform  movement,  there  has  been  an 
agitation  in  Great   Britain   iot   a  wider 
franchise,  and  I  wi^  the  women  of  Eng- 
land success  in  th«r  efforts  to  secure  the 
right  to  vote.    It  is  considered  in  Eng- 
land improper  for  wOTien  to  gaze  upon  the 
proceedings  of  the  House  of  Caauaans,  ex- 
cept through  the  bars  of  a  cage,  known  as 
"  the  grille."  Woman  is  considered  so  vile 
that  in  a  church  at  Harrow  she  is  hardly 
permitted  to  look  u^  those  who  pay  pew 
rents.   In  Great  Britain,  women  are  classed 
with  the  criminals  and  lunatics,  so  far  as 
the  franchise  is  concerned.    I  resent  that. 
It  is  to  the  splendid  fighting  instinct  which 
we  Australians  have    derived    with  our 
British  blood,  that  we  owe  the  liberties 
wluch  we  have;  we  do  not  owe  them  to 
the  example  of  the  Old  Country,  with  her 
limited  franchise  and  abominable  land  laws. 
I  am  the  son  of  an  Englishwoman,  and  love 
the  land  that  gave  her  birth ;  but  I  deeply 
resent  the  fact  that  during  a  six-and-a-half- 
vears'  residenoe  there  I  was  denied  the  right 
of  manhood,  and  not  permitted  to  vote. 
England  must  depend  upon  her  people, 
vet,  as  I  shall  show  later  on,  her  death-rate 
from  starvation  is  the  highest  in  the  world. 
I  hope  that  what  I  have  said  in  regard 
to  the  opening  up  of  our  lands  will  sink 
deep  into  the  hearts  of  the  Ministry.  Even 
if  they  refuse  to  take  action  in  this  Parlia- 
ment, the  Government  of  the  day  in  the 
next  must  be  prepared  to  provide  for^  a  pro- 
gressive land  tax,  and  a  progressive  in- 
come tax.      It  must  be  prepared  to  pro- 
vide also  for  the  Commonwealth  power 
being  dominant  so  that  we  may  control 
Australia  for  the  welfare  not  only  of  the 
people  already  here,  but  for  the  well-being 
of  our  children  and  of  every  member  of 
the  white  races  in  the  over-crowded  coun- 
tries of  Europe.    I  object  most  strongly  to 
the  system  under  which  the  High  Court^  is 
empowered  to  knock  an  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment, so  to  speak,  "  sky  high."    The  mem- 
bers of  the  Bench  do  not  take  their  brains 
from  the  horse,  but  they  certainly  take  lhar 
head  adornments  from  the  tail  of  the  horse, 
and  I  object  to  their  having  power  to  de- 
clare an  Act  inoperative.     Befwe  I  deal 
Dr.  Siaioney. 


further  with  this  question,  however,  I  think, 
sir ,  that  we  ought  to  have  a  quorum. 
[Quorum  formed.]  I  object  to  the  High 
Court  having  power  to  controvert  and  over- 
ride the  intentions  of  this  Parliament. 
Surely  the  many  legal  gentleman  in  the  pre- 
sent Ministry  should  be  able  to  draft  a 
Bin  declaring  that  a  decision  against  the 
spirit  of  an  Act  passed  by  this  Parliament 
shall  be  merely  suspended,  and  shall  pre- 
vail cHily  until  the'  Parliament  has  amended 
the  law.  I  have  in  my  mind  more  particu- 
larly the  decisions  of  the  Court  in  regard 
to  our  anti-trust  legislation.  I  certainly 
think  that  decisions  at  variance  with  the 
evident  wish  of  this  Parliament  as  shown 
in  the  parliamentary  debates,  should  be  sus- 
|}ended  until  we  alter  or  amend  the  law 
on  which  that  decision  is  based.  1  regret 
that  our  effort  to  apply  the  principle  of  the 
new  I'rotection  to  the  han'ester  industry  has 
l>een  held  ultra  vires,  an  an  appeal  to  the 
High  Court  by  Mr.  McKay,  a  gentleman 
who,  as  the  result  of  our  Customs  dutits, 
has  been  enabled  to  reap  a  huge  fortune. 
Mr.  McKay  is  so  ungrateful  that  he  is 
prepared  to  take  any  point  of  law  in 
order  to  best  us.  I  have  here  some 
figures  which  I  have  obtained  from  the  ex- 
Minister  of  Customs  showing  the  beneficial 
effect  which  our  legislation  has  had  upon 
the  local  manufactures  of  harvesters.  In 
r9o6.  491  stripper  harvesters,  of  the  value 
of  ;^2o,ooo,  were  imported  into  this  State. 
In  1908,  however,  after  the  passing  ot  our 
harvester  legislation,  only  3  were  imported, 
and  during  the  first  five  .months  of  the  pre- 
sent year  only  one  was  imported  into  Vic- 
toria. It  seems  to  me  that  if  we  deare 
to  see  those  engaged  in  the  industry  paid 
reasonable  wages  and  the  machines  sold  to 
the  farmers  at  fair  prices,  the  only  course 
now  open  to  us  is  to  provide  for  their 
manufacture  in  the  Government  railway 
workidiops  at  Newport.  By  the  adoption 
of  that  course  farmers  throughout  the 
length  and  breadth  of  Australia  would  be 
able  to  obtain  for  ^£32  10s.  a  machine  for 
which  they  have  now  to  pay  from  ^71  to 
j£t2.  I  am  satisfied  that  we  should  have 
the  farmers  with  us  if  we  adopted  that  sys- 
tem. It  is,  to  say  the  least,  remarkable 
that,  notwithstanding  that  we  experienced 
last  year  one  of  the  most  bountiful  seasons 
that  we  have  ever  enjoyed,  a  combine  was 
able  to  raise  the  price  of  bread.  The  mwe 
bountiful  the  harvest,  it  would  seem,  the 
dearer  the  bread.  That  is  a  matter  diat 
must  CTgage  the  attenrion-oft^  Govern- 
ment; if  the  Sljit4ii^€^w«^iy^l§wfQse  to 
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take  action,  then  the  Federal  Government 
must  step  in.  In  the  State  which  you,  Mr. 
Speaker,  represent  so  well,  the  Government 
take  the  farmer's  sheep,  and  convert  it  into 
mutton;  they  take  his  lambs  and  prepare 
them  for  export;  they  convert  the  waste 
into  fertilizers ;  they  ship  the  mutton 
and  lamb  to  England,  and  so  enable  the 
farmers  to  obtain  the  full  value  of  their 
labour  by  avoiding  the  charges  of  the 
middlemen.  That  is  a  form  of  Govern 
ment  actiwi  which,  if  proposed  by  bonoi- 
able  members  on  this  ade  of  the  House, 
would  be  described  as  Socialism,  but  no  one 
will  deny  that  it  has  beai  productive  of 
great  good  to  the  people  on  the  land.  I 
M-ish  now  to  raibe  my  protest  against  the 
use  of  expensive  uniforms  in  connexion  with 
our  military  system.  We  find  that  even 
Senator  Pearce — that  gentleman  of  sterling 
worth  who  won  honour  in  the  office  of  Min- 
ister of  Defence — had  .a  curb  placed  upcm 
his  desire  to  lessen  the  expense  of  tears' 
tmifcHms.  I  see  no  reason  why  in  this 
connexion  I  should  not  quote  certain  words 
used  by  the  honorable  member  for  Rich- 
m(»d,  when  Minister  of  Defence — wOTds 
that  will  live  as  loig  as  the  military  cust<»ns 
which  they  condemn  prevail.  Speaking  of 
what  the  honorable  member  for  Darwin 
describes  as  our  "gilt-spurred  roosters," 
the  honorable  member  said — 

I  do  not  wish  to  sav  anything  disagreeable ; 
but  honorable  members  who  h.id  an  opportimity 
of  seeing  the  gorgeous  spectacles  on  the  occasion 
«f  the  visit  of  the  American  Fleet  must  have 
been  struck  by  the  view  of  decent,  respectable, 
inoffensi'ire  gentlemen,  appearing  nrraved  like 
escapees  from  the  Madhi's  harem,  "li  is  as- 
tounding to  me  that  men  should  desire  to  get 
into  such  uniforms.  I  can  understand  men  in 
China,  in  times  gone  by,  assuming  great  masks 
in  order  to  frighten  the  enemy,  or  gorgeouh 
costiunes  being  resorted  to  by  sava^'cs,  or  the 
rainmakers  of  Africa ;  but  I  cannot  conceive  that 
any  respectable,  middle-aged  man,  who  has  lost 
bis  waist,  can  desire  any  such  costume. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — Does  the  present  Min- 
ister of  Defence  indorse  those  sentiments? 

Dr.  MALONEY.  —  I  think  he  will 
when  he  begins  to  think  of  the  malt^.  The 
burghers  of  the  Transvaal  and  the  Orange 
Free  State,  when  they  faced  the  mighty 
army  of  England,  wore  a  uniform  like  the 
cMrdinary  costume  of  an  Australian 
Bushman,  and  yet  they  were  able 
to  move  about  with  a  mobility 
which  even  the  khaki-clad  men  of 
our  own  ranks  could  not  cope  with.  1 
am  sure  the  Minister  of  Defenre  will 
agree  with  me  that  the  uniform  in  which  a 
man  is  willing  to  fight,  and,  if  need  be,  to 


die  for  his  country,  ought  to  be  good 
enough  to  eat  his  dinner  in.  I  remember 
the  gorgeous  displays  we  used  to  have  at 
the  opening  of  the  Victorian  Parliament  in 
this  building,  when  a  certain  Major  or 
'Colonel  Watson  was  the  most  glorious  spec- 
tacle of  them  all,  and  for  the  life  of  me  I 
could  never  imagine  any  one  being  afraid 
of  him  in  uniform  or  otherwise.  But  I 
know  he  took  advantage  of  his  position 
to  be  unfair  to  the  citizens  of  Australia 
who  unfortimately  were  employed  under 
him.  I  would  ask  the  Minister  to  order 
that,  in  regard  to  any  entertaiiunents  with 
the  invitations  to  which  he  has  anything  10 
do,  if  officers  wish  to  ccsne  in  uniform, 
they  must  wear  the  uniform  in  which  they 
are  willing  to  fight  and  die  for  their  coun- 
try. The  present  uniforms  are  absurdities. 
At  the  last  opening  of  Parliament  I  saw 
men  wearing  under  our  bright  Australian 
skies  head-gear  that  gave  no  shelter.  Every 
medical  man  in  Australia  would  laugh  it  to 
scorn,  and  the  Minister  of  Defence  himself 
would  be  the  first  to  object  to  wearing  it  if 
he  were  asked  to  do  so.  If  he  did  have 
to  wear  it  for  an  hour  or  two  in  the  sun 
he  would  feel  like  shying  it  into  a  comer 
when  he  got  home.  I  should  like  to  quote 
to  the  House  some  interesting  extracts  from 
literature  published  by  the  Peace  Society 
regarding  the  great  German  nation,  with 
which  the  press  of  this  State  and  the  press 
of  England  are  too  apt  to  make  us  quanti. 
If  any  one  had  told  me  that  what  appears 
in  these  columns  was  possible,  I  should 
have  regarded  it  as  a  fairy  tale.  I  find  that 
there  are  77  Peace  Societies  in  Gennany, 
and  that  at  their  first  national  congress  in 
May  last  the  following  resolution  was 
carried : — 

This  congress  disapproves  of  all  attempts  to 
conquer  new  territories  for  the  German  Kmpire. 
It  recommends,  on  the  contrarv,  for  immigratioa 
of  surplus  population  from  'Germanv,  the  ar- 
ringing  of  treaties  with  foreign  nations  which 
possess  suitable  territory.  It  demands  that 
colonial  adininistratlon  of  Germany  should  safe- 
guard  the  rights  of  native  neoples,  and  conform 
to  the  laws  and  customs  of  civilized  beings. 

It  is  also  stated  that— 

Twenty-five  French  students  from  Paris  visited 
Berlin,  and  were  the  guests  of  twenty-five  Ger- 
man students  for  six  weeks,  and  3^  German 
students  visit  Paris  and  are  the  guests  of  2  ^ 
French  students  for  six  weeks.  The  German 
Emperor  appoints  a  committee,  with  the  presi- 
dent of  the  Prussian  House  of  Lords  at  its 
head,  to  bring  about  a  new  feeline  of  cordialitv 
'between  Germany  and  France.  Richard  Strauss 
sent  with  the  Berlin  Pbilbimno^cJilrehrstra  to 
Paris;   programmjBgil&mti^nifeiiUUixl^  German 
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music  and  half  of  French  music,  and  played  in 
the  Paris  opera  bouse,  where  20  years  ago  a 
piece  of  German  music  was  hissed  off  the  stage. 

German  socialist  congress  at  Nuremberg  unani- 
mously passed  a  resolution  warning  the  German 
Proletariat  against  the  criminal  agitations  which 
incite  two  highly  civilized  nations  like  Englan<f 
and  Germany  against  each  other. 

British  labour  members  of  the  I. P.  Union 
present  address  from  the  workers  of  Great 
Rritain  to  those  of  Germany,  signed  by  ir.ore 
than  3,000  representatives  of  labour  in  Great 
ilritain,  including  48  members  of  the  House  of 
('ommoni.  The  address  denounces  the  attempt 
by  the  press  to  stir  up  war  between  Britain  and 
(•ermany,  and  was  followed  by  a  resolution 
pledging  British  and  German  workinemen  to 
work  together  for  peace. 

What  puzzles  me  is  that  'England  has 
la^d  behind  on  the  question  of  making 
private  property  in  merchant  ships  safe 
from  attack  in  times  of  war.  If  she  had 
proposed  that,  she  would  have  been  baclced 
up  by  America  and  by  Switzerland,  which 
is  the  hfxae  of  arbitration.  If  she  en- 
deavoured to  make  all  goods  carried  on 
private  ships  free  from  the  risks  of  war, 
the  danger  of  the  English  people  starving 
in  six  weeks,  if  ships  with  food  supplies 
could  not  reach  their  ports,  would  be  re- 
moved. But  the  last  time  I  read  about  that 
matter  I  noticed  that  England  was  against 
the  proposal,  and  in  that  sense  she  wa^ 
very  foolish,  foe  she  stands  to  lose  most  If 
the  seas  are  ever  held  by  an  enemy.  No 
one  would  care  to  have  himself  judged  bv 
the  opinicHi  of  his  enemy,  but  it  is  well 
sometimes  to  judge  an  opponent  by  what 
his  opponents  think  of  him,  and  so  let  us 
«ee  what  a  Frenchman  said  of  Germanv. 
Victor  Hugo,  than  whOTi  no  sweeter  singor 
graced  the  literature  of  France  last  cnn 
tury,  said  that— 

She  i.s  a  nation,  and  one  of  the  most  generous. 
.  .  .  If  the  German  spirit  had  as  much  will 
as  power,  she  could  at  a  given  moment  lift  up 
nnd  save  the  race.  Such  as  she  is,  she  is  sub- 
lime. 

What  did  Victor  Hugo  say  of  the  murder 
of  men  by  war  ?   As  for  war,  I  hate  it.  T 

raiinot  imagine  how  ministers  of  the  Chris- 
tian religion  do  not  thunder  forth  against 
its  curse  and  its  infamy,  yet  when  one 
European  Christian  nation  declares  war 
ar;ainst  ancrther,  the  ministers  from  their 
pulpits  ask  God  to  bless  their  armies.  How 
can  He  bless  the  army  on  two  ades,  with 
two  Christian  churches  asking  him  for 
help?  It  has  been  estimated  that  in  less 
thnn  fifty  years  17,000.000  men  lost  their 
lives  in  war.    Victor  Hugo  says — 

With  these  seventeen  millions  of  men  the  Euro- 
|if:m  population  of  Australia  mient  hnve  been 
formed.     With  the  eight  hundred  millions  of 
English  pounds  sterling  shot  from  the  cannon's 
Dr.  Ualoniy. 


month,  the  face  of  the  earth  miebt  have  been 
changed,  civilization  plinted  everywhere,  and 
ignorance  and  poverty  suppressed  throughout  the 

world. 

If  God  ever  looks  upon  the  horrors  of  war, 
it  must  be  with  a  grim  amusement  at  how 
little  the  ministers  of  the  Christian  religion 
have  d(xie  to  prevent  it.  I  heard  of  one  min- 
ister in  Melbourne  saying  that  to  do  away 
with  the  Yellow  Peril  that  threatened  us 
f  ran  the  East,  we  ought  to  Christianize  the 
Chinese ;  but  has  the  Christianizing  of  the 
European  nations  prevented  war?  Do  we 
not  know  that  they  are  straining  in  tlie 
ieash,  ready  to  attack  and  destroy  one 
another?  One  proposal  of  the  Ministry 
gave  me  a  throb  of  joy,  namely  that 
there  shall  be  a  Federal  Labour  Bureau 
and  a  scheme  of  insurance  against  unem- 
ployment. It  has  been  my  misery  dur- 
ing my  public  life  to  know  two  men 
who  sought  to  take  their  lives  throtig^ 
want  of  employment.  One  of  th(»e 
men,  who  attempted  to  shoot  himself 
on  the  steps  of  Parliament  House 
about  thirteen  years  ago,  told  me  a  year 
afterwards  that  he  thought  his  act  would 
draw  attention  to  the  question,  and,  per- 
haps, induce  the  authorities  to  do  sc«ne- 
thing  for  his  poor  wife.  The  second  case 
was  that  of  a  man  of  wh(»n  the  following 
was  written  \ — 

Liverpool.  N.S.W., 

15th  July,  1Q07. 

Mr.  Emilio  Vtncenti  has  been  personally 
known  to  me  in  this  district  for  the  last  ao 
years.  I  am  very  pleased  to  attest  to  his  per- 
sonal integrity,  and  his  many  estimable  qual- 
ities as  a  citizen.  He  has  evinced  a  commend- 
able interest  in  every  social  movement  for  the 
advancement  and  progress  of  the  town,  and  has 
borne  his  part  on  all  occasions  where  philan- 
thropy and  advancement  of  his  fellows  were 
needed.  I  regret  Mr.  Vincenti  is  leaving,  and 
hope  that  he  may  soon  return  in  renewed  health. 

J.  F.  Beattie, 

Senior  Government  Medical  Officer,  State  of 
New  South  Wales. 

This  man,  one-armed  as  he  was,  was  one 
of  the  most  «niling  and  bravest  I  havp 
ever  known,  and  yet  he.  getting  tired  of 
life,  shot  himself  in  the  public  gardens. 
I  wrote  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Colonv 
of  Vict(»ia  in  reference  to  the  case,  and  I 
have  to  thank  that  gentleman  for  provid- 
ing a  compassionate  allowance  on  whidi 
with  other  assistance  the  poor  widow  is, 
under  the  circumstances,  fairly  happy. 
But  is  it  not  infamous  that  a  man 
should  be  willing  to  work  and  that 
there  should  be  no  work  for  him?  Such 
a  condition  of  affairs  could  not  be  found 
in  Germanv ;  and  if  theiK.  be  anything  to 
lessen  the  bitter  ^llagbffeiQOgknation. 
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it  should  be  that  th^e  is  to  be  found 
a  system  of  assurance  against  unemploy- 
ment. Sir  ]ot\n  Cockbura,  late  Agent- 
G^ieral  for  South  Australia,  in  a  report 
issued  of  the  Sodal  Insurances  Inter- 
national Congress  at  Rome  in  1908,  fur- 
nished*  I  believe,  at  the  desire  of  the  pre- 
sent Prime  Minister  of  the  Commonwealth, 
said — 

The  K^ol  proves  to  be  but  the  commencement 
of  another  course.  When  the  various  insurances 
against  illnest,  accident,  invalidity,  and  old-age 
are  affected,  there  remains  the  problem  of  insur- 
ance against  unemployment.  In  commerce  and  in 
the  business  world  generally,  it  is  customary  to  in- 
sure against  every  untoward  event,  however  un- 
likely, which  may  happen.  To  the  workman, 
able  and  willing  to  work,  enforced  unemploy- 
ment is,  of  alt  calamities,  the  most  dreaded. 
It  is  not  only  a  ccndition  of  miiery  in  itself, 
but  it  brings  all  other  privations  in  its  train. 

From  Denmark,  that  little  State,  which 
takes  from  Great  Britain  more  sovereigns 
for  dairy  produce  than  the  amount  of  gold 
'  produced  in  all  Australia,  we  have  a 
lesson  in  this  connexion.  I  hope  I  shall 
never  again  know  of  any  one  in  Australia 
who  will  try  to  kill  himself  in  order  to 
bring  attention  to  his  distressed  condition. 
When  a  man  who  has  filled  a  good  posi- 
tion, been  charitable  to  his  fellow-men, 
and  held  records  of  good-will  in  a  com- 
munity such  as  that  of  New  South  WaJes, 
feels  impelled  to  si^de  because  of  want 
of  employment,  we  have  the  most  severe 
criticism  of  oai  present  so-called  civiliza- 
tion, and  a  terrible  indictment  of  the  man- 
agement of  our  social  and  industrial 
affairs.  I  am  now  going  to  speak  on  a 
question  which,  more  than  any  other,  stirs 
me,  and  should  stir  the  democratic  spirit 
of  Australia.  We  have  provided  poisions 
for  the  old  men  and  wcanen,  with  the  sup- 
port of  hcwiorable  members  on  all  sides 
of  ^  the  House ;  if  there  is  a  difference  of 
opinion  it  is  chiefly  in  regard  to  matters  of 
detail.  But  there  is  a  section  of  our  ccxn- 
munity,  even  more  feeble  than  the  old 
pec^Ie— the  children.  It  has  been  said  by 
a  maji,  whose  lovableness  of  heart  has  won 
ray  admiration  time  after  time,  that  our 
best  imndgrant  is  the  Australian  baby. 
But  how  many  hundreds  and  thousands  of 
valuable  child  lives  are  we  losine;  owing 
to  their  miserable  conditions  of  life? 

Mr.  King  O'Malley. — We"  have  lost 
65.000  since  Federation. 

Dr.  MALONEY.— Never  do  I  speak 
on  this  subject  without  giving  my  meed  of 
praise  to  the  sploidid  efforts  of  South 
Australia,  which,  in  this  regard,  is  pte- 
emincnt,  not  only  in  Australia,  Init  in  the 


whole  known  world.  Under  the  conditions 
which  have  been  l»ought  about  in  that 
State  under  Government  control,  the  aver- 
age loss  of  helpless  child  life  is  so  small 
as  to  bring  into  horrible  prominence  the 
picture  that  can  be  drawn  of  the  older 
countries  of  the  world.  My  only  regret 
is  that  in  South  Australia  the  Government 
do  not  devote  more  m(Miey  to  this  great 
work.  The  report  of  the  State  Children's 
Coundl  of  South  Australia,  for  the  year 
ending  1902,  contains  the  fdlowing — 

On  June  there  were  103  licensed  foster- 
mothers,  compared  with  rii  on  the  same  date 
last  year.  During  the  12  months  165  applicants 
were  licensed. 

The  licensed  foster-mothers  had  in  their  care 
during  the  year  188  infants  under  a  years  of  age, 
and  of  this  number  only  q  (or  4.79  per  cent.) 
died.  Last  year  the  death  rate  was  8  per  cent., 
and  that  rate  was  very  low.  In  this  State  the 
mortality  for  1900,  among  all  infants  under  one 
vear  of  age,  was  0.96  per  cent.,  and  in  England 
for  the  quinquennium  ending  1899,  the  rate  was 
*5-7.S  per  cent. 

The  death  rate  among  foster  infants  for  the 
year  under  revision  may  be  regarded  as  phen- 
omena],  when  compared  with  the  death  rate 
amoae  illegitimate  infants  in  other  countries. 
The  death-rate  amongst  these  children  was 
actually  less  than  the  death-rate  amongst 
well-to-do  children;  in  fact,  the  former 
have  a  better  chance  of  lifej  and  a  greater 
compliment  could  not  be  paid  to  the  sys- 
tem. The  same  report,  in  reference  to 
Mandiester,  shows  a  horror,  unequalled,  I 
believe  in  any  part  of  the  world. 

In  Manchester,  for  instance,  the  Medical  Offi- 
cer stated  "  that  out  of  1,000  illegitimate  child- 
ren born  in  igoo,  433  died,  and  in  West  Gorton, 
the  death  rate  among  illegitimate  infants 
reached  the  enormous  rate  of  815  per  i,ooo." 

The  low  rate  of  mortality  of  infants  with  our 
foster-mothers  is  due  to  the  care  taken  of  in- 
fants by  the  licensed  foster-mothers,  and  to  the 
rigorous  and  careful  supervision  of  foster- 
mothers  and  infants  exercised  by  the  Inspectors 
of  the  Department. 

If  anything  would  induce  honorable  mem- 
bers to  think  on  this  problem,  it  is  surely 
the  picture  that  out  of  1,000  children  on 
the  ist  January— children  that  the  Christ 
of  2,000  years  ago  would  have  taken  in  his 
arms  and  blessed — 815  were  dead  by  the 
end  of  December.  I  sav,  as  a  medical  man, 
with  a  medical  man's  experience,  that  the 
greater  part  of  those  815  children  died 
from  want  of  proper  food,  shelter,  and 
clothing.  The  pulpits  of  England  ought 
constantly  to  thunder  out  that  fact,  until 
the  shame  is  wiped  away.  The  life  of  the 
child,  and  too  frequentlv  the  mother's  life, 
is  sacrificed  in  this  country  also.  Why  do 
we  not  set  an  example  to  the  older  countries 
of  the  world  iBigi?^|fby^S^^e'«  ^^''^ 
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done  in  r^ard  to  our  splendid  frandiise? 
Why  have  we  not  foundling  hospitals  such 
as  there  are  in  France,  Germany,  Italy,  and 
elsewhere?  We  should  have  a  foundling 
home  to  which  a  mother  could  go  three 
months  before  the  birth  of  her  child,  and 
where  she  could  remain  for  six  months 
afterwards  if  she  chose.  SI<mey  spent  in 
that  way  would  not  be  wasted.  There  is  a 
splendid  system  being  carried  out  at  the 
W'aitara  instituti<»i  in  New  South  Wales, 
and  all  the  money  that  is  spent  upon  it  is 
well  spent.  As  long  as  I  represent  my  con- 
stituents,  my  vote  will  be  given  to  any  Min- 
istry that  deals  with  this  problem  effectu- 
ally. Why  do  we  not  have  a  child  pen- 
sion as  we  have  an  old-age  pension?  Then 
we  should  be  doing  God's  work,  work  for 
humanity,  and  work  for  civilization.  Life 
is  coming  to  be  recognised  as  more  valuable 
in  this  age  than  it  has  ever  been  regarded 
before.  We  have  heard  of  the  golden  age, 
tlie  silver  age,  and  the  iron  age.  This  age 
will  be  known  as  the  age  of  humanity.  I 
tell  this  Government  now,  that  if  converts 
have  been  made  of  those  who  used  to  sit 
in  Oppositicm,  good  has  been  done ;  and  if 
those  converts  will  follow  the  example 
which  history  shows  is  usually  pursued  by 
the  convert,  who  is-  generally  the  most  en- 
thusiastic person  in  carrying  out  what  he 
has  recently  accepted,  good  will  be  done  to 
the  country.  The  supporters  of  the  Go- 
vernment now  profess  to  believe  in  the  new 
Protection.  I  tell  them  that  the  Protection 
that  will  have  to  be  carried  out  in  this 
country  in  some  dirertions,  is  not  Frotecticm 
cf  10  or  15  per  cent.  Japan  attacked  the 
strongest  tobacco  monopoly  in  the  world, 
and  beat  it ;  but  that  was  not  done  with  10 
per  cent,  duties.  It  was  by  duties  of  100 
per  cent.  Those  who  have  recently  accepted 
Protection  must  agree  with  me  that  the 
Protection  of  to-day  is  very  different  from 
the  Protection  of  a  decade  ago.  The  hew 
Protection,  to  state  its  objects  in  a  sentence, 
means  Protection  to  the  manufacturer 
against  unfair  competition  fron  outside, 
Protecticxi  to  the  emplo\-€  by  the  minimum 
wage,  and  by  limiting  the  hours  of  labour, 
and  Protection  to  the  purchaser,  the  dtiren 
of  the  Commonwealth,  against  any  comt»ne 
OT  monopoly.  If  the  new  converts  will  be 
as  earnest  in  the  cause  as  I  wish  them  to  be, 
I  shall  have  no  fear  for  the  new  Protection. 
But  if  they  are  not,  let  me  remind  them 
that  behind  this  House  are  the  people  of 
the  country,  who  are  becoming  more  and 
more  educated,  and  will  insist  on  effect  be- 
ing given  to  this  policy.   If  the  Govem- 
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ment  will  only  endeavour  to  give  effect  to 
such  measures  as  I  have  suggested,  this 
Parliament  can  make  such  history  as  no 
Parliament  in  the  world  ever  made  before. 
It  has  already  passed  measures  such  as  have 
not  been  equalled  in  Europe  in  a  thousand 
years.  I  thank  honorable  members  for 
iist«iing  to  me  so  patiently  while  I  have 
endeavoured^  to  instil  into  them  the  neces- 
sity for  saving  the  child  life  of  this  coun- 
try— fcx  ^ving  the  woman  a  chance,  and 
for  giving  the  diildren  whom  they  bear 
better  opportunities  in  life  than  tb^  have 
at  present. 

Mr.  PALMER  (Echuca)  [5.8].— I  have 
listened  with  care  to  the  remarks  of  the 
honwable  member  for  Melbourne.  He  has 
dealt  with  a  large  number  of  topics  some- 
what voluminously.  But  I  venture  to  think 
that  his  speech  is  more  notable  for  what 
he  has  not,  than  for  what  he  has,  said. 
During  the  whole  time  that  he  has  occupied 
he  has  not  given  us  the  slightest  indication 
why  h(xiorable  members  sitting  in  Oppoa- 
tion  at  the  present  time  should  be  regarded 
as  more  capable  of  carr>-ing  into  effect  laws 
which  will  be  benefknal  to  the  Common- 
wealth than  are  those  who  sit  on  this  nde 
of  the  Chamber.  The  Labour  Opposition 
having  tabled  this  want  of  omfidence 
motion,  I  have  risen  to  give  some  reasons 
why  it  should  not  be  carried. 

Mr.  King  O'Malley. — We  are  afraid 
that  it  will  not  be  carried. 

Mr.  PALJIER.— Knowing:  that,  it  is 
strange  that  so  much  time  should  be  occu- 
pied by  this  debate.  In  the  Governor- 
General's  speech  laid  before  Parliament  by 
the  Fisher  Administration,  and  in  the  Minis- 
terial statement  of  the  present  Government, 
defence  forms  a  prominent  feature.  When 
the  people  of  Australia  sanctioned  the  fw- 
mation  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  the 
various  State  Legislatures  passed  their  en- 
abling Acts,  the  object  they  chiefly  had  in 
view  was  that  of  providing  more  effectively 
for  the  deffflice  of  Australia  than  was  done 
by  the  separate  States.  Cwisequently,  we 
are  ccmfronted  with  the  probl^  of  de- 
fence as  our  greatest  responabiUty.  It  is 
impossible  for  us  to  discharg;e  our  duty 
in  that  respect,  at  all  events  adequately, 
until  we  have  multiplied  our  population  at 
least  tenfold.  In  order  that  the  population 
of  Australia  should  be  thus  irwreased,  it  is 
necessary  that  there  should  be  a  large  in- 
flow of  immigrants.  Honorable  members 
opposite  will  agree  with  me  when  I  say 
that  if  we  are  to  induce  a  Jarj^  nucnber  of 
immigrants  to  cointgilCkdAfntHtD^^l£huids 
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of  this  country  must  be  made  available  for 
than.  I  venture  to  say  that  the  present 
Government  could  do  vastly  more  to  secure 
the  lands  of  Australia  fcH-  the  settlement  of 
immigrants  than  honoraUe  members  oppo- 
site could  have  done  had  they  remained  in 
power.  The  policy  of  the  Labour  and 
Socialist  party  has  all  along  the  line  been 
one  of  antagonism  to  the  States ;  and  the 
States  control  the  lands  of  Australia.  The 
altitude  of  the  present  Government  is  <Mie 
of  the  utmost  iriendline^  to  the  States. 

Mr.  Wise. — Of  deference  to  the  States. 

Mr.  Chanter. — Of  subordination  to  the 
States. 

Mr.  PALMER.— I  say  that  as  the  State 
Pai'liameiits  control  the  lands  of  Australia, 
a  Government  friendly  in  their  attitude  to- 
wards the  State  Governments  would  be  able 
10  secure  better  terms,  and  arrange  better 
ccHiditions  for  the  settlement  of  immigrants 
than  could  a  Government  that  was  bent 
upon  opposing  the  State  Governments  in 
every  possible  way.  There  is  nothing  what- 
ever to  prevent  the  present  Government  ap- 
prcnching  the  v;irious  Stite  Governments, 
and  subnoitting  to  ihem  a  well-ccmsidered 
scheme  imder  which  some  portion  of  the  ter- 
ritory of  each  State  would  be  made  avail- 
able for  occupation  by  immigrants  when 
they  arrive  in  Aiistralia.  Let  me  remind 
honorable  members  that  <»ily  last  year  the 
Victorian  Parliament  passed  a  measure, 
setting  aside  certain  areas  for  inmiigrants. 
If  that  could  be  done  in  VictOTia,  we  know 
that  it  could  be  d(xie  much  more  readily  in 
the  vast  States  of  Western  AiistraJiia, 
Queensland,  South  Australii,  and  New 
South  Wales.  The  Federal  Government 
must  tell  the  State  Goverrunents  plainly 
that  in  this  Parliament  we  are  bent  on  ful- 
filling our  missi(»i,  to  provide  an  effective 
defence  for  Australia,  and  that  that  in- 
volves an  increase  of  our  populatim,  partly 
to  share  the  cost  of  defence,  and  partly  to 
carry  arms.  The  Government  must,  in  un- 
mistakable terms,  make  it  clear  that  if 
people  are  to  be  brought  here,  the  obliga- 
tion is  laid  upon  the  State  Governments 
to  establish  systems  of  land  settlement  which" 
will  justify  united  action  on  their  part  and 
ours. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — And  if  the  State  Go- 
vernments will  not  assist?  , 

Mr.  PALMER. — I  venture  to  say  that 
the  State  Governments  could  be  relied  upon 
to  assist  a  Federal  Government  that  is 
friendly  to  them,  whilst  th^  would  resent 
the  ap[m»ches  of  a  Government  ci^xsed 
to  them,  and  determined  to  usurp  thdr 


ccmtrol  of  the  lands  of  Australia.  Thus 
the  attainment  of  the  object  we  have  in 
view  might  be  frustrated  for  a  considerable 
time. 

Mr.  Bamford. — How  would  the  States 
Jo  what  the  honorable  member  suggests? 

Mr.  PALM KH.— My  scheme  wobid  be 
this :  Let  the  State  Governments  cet  aside 
certain  areas  for  occupation  by  immigrants. 
1  venture  to  say  they  would  be  willing  to 
do  so.  Let  them  give  the  necessary  guar- 
antees that  the  area  set  apart  would  com- 
mand an  adequate  water  supply,  .and  that 
as  soon  as  settlenient  took  place,  means  of 
transit  to  the  seaboard  wouli  be  provided 
let  every  farm  be  properly  survtned  and 
prof>erly  described,  and  the  dei(;ription  sent 
to  people  of  the  right  class  whom  we  wish 
to  attract  to  Australia.  By  the  adoption 
of  a  well-considered  scheme  of  this  kind, 
I  say  we  could  induce  thousands  of  the  very 
best  type  of  people  to  settle  in  this'  coun- 
try. They  would  be  coming  here  in  thou- 
sands to  take  possession  of  the  land  readv 
for  their  occupation,  if  only  it  were  made 
available,  as  it  might  be  if  the  Common- 
wealth and  State  Governments  set  about 
this  work  in  a  determined  way.  I  think  I 
have  submitted  one  good  reason  for  believ- 
ing that  the  present  Government,  being 
friendly  to  the  State  Governments,  might 
hope  to  accomplish  much  more  in  this 
direction  than  could  be  accomplished  bv  a 
Government  antagcmistic  to  the  State  Gov- 
ernments. Some  time  ago  I  quoted  a  tele- 
gram from  the  Premier  of  Western  Aus- 
tralia, in  which  he  said  that  they  had  then 
650,000  acres  surveyed  in  advance  of  selec- 
tion, suitable  for  mixed  farming,  and  I 
have  referred  to-day  to  a  land  measure 
that  was  passed  in  Victoria  last  year, 
dealing  with  this  question.  Let  me  tell 
h<xx>rid>le  members  now  that  in  Queens- 
land 4, 00c, 000  acres  were  selected  last 
year,  and  there  are  milliotis  of  acres  more 
open  to  selection  in  that  State. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— T-.-.o  thoi'sand  ad- 
ditional farmers  were  established  on  the 
land  in  New  South  Wales  last  year. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — And  last  year  more 
people  left  that  State  than  went  into  it. 

Mr.  PALMLR.— Might  I  be  permitted 
to  submit  yet  another  reason  why  I  think 
the  present  Government  is  more  to  be 
trusted  than  any  Government  that  might  be 
formed  from  amongst  honorable  members 
wi  the  other  side? 

Mr.  Joseph  CooR.-^oes.  thftt  need  de- 
monstration? Digitized  by  ^ODgTC 
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Mr.  PALMER.  -One  would  hardly 
think  so,  but  swne  people  in  the  country 
may  have  been  deceived  by  the  rash  state- 
ments which  have  been  made  by  honorable 
members  opposite.  Last  year  this  House 
voted  3^^250,000  for  naval  defence,  and  I 
remember  that  when  the  matter  was  being 
considered  there  was  a  great  deal  of  oppo- 
sition to  the  passing  of  that  vote. 

Mr.  Watkins. — By  whom? 

Mr.  PALMER.— I  think  it  was  opposed 
bv  honorable  meml)ers  of  ev«ry  section  with 
I  he  exception  of  the  direct  Ministerial  fol- 
lowing. '  The  vote  was  allowed  to  pass  ulti- 
mately on  the  clear  nrtd  distinct  under- 
^tanding  that  the  money  was  not  to  be  ex- 
pended until  a  scheme  of  naval  defence 
had  been  submitted  to  this  Chamber. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — Now  let  the  honor- 
able member  give  us  his  opinion  of  the 
offer  to  spend  ;^2,ooo,ooo  without  any 
authority  at  all. 

Mr.  PALMER.— I  venture  to  say  that 
the  Government,  who,  in  the  face  of  such 
rsn  understanding  as  that  to  which  I  have 
referred,  undertook  to  actually  spend 
money  voted  under  those  conditions,  was 
unworthy  of  the  trust  and  confidence  of 
any  Parliament  ox  people. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — Do  not  have  a  naval 
policy  at  all ;  only  talk  about  it. 

Mr.  PALMER.— No;  let  us  have  a 
naval  policy,  but  let  it  be  a  well-considered 
•policy.  It  is  not  so  much  that  I  object  to 
whnt'has  been  done,  although  I  think  my 
rights  as  a  member  of  this  Parliament  were 
trampled  on  by  the  way  in  which  we  have 
lx?en  committed  to  the  expenditure  of  that 
money.  But  I  direct  the  attention  of  hon- 
orable members  to  what  the  ex-Attomey- 
General  had  to  say  in  connexion  with  the 
vote  to  which  I  have  referred.  I  refer  hon- 
pr.ible  members  to  H&mard  of  aznd  May, 
1908,  page  11,415-  They  will  find  that 
Ihp  honorable  gentleman  said  : — ■ 

It  appears  to  me  that  nothinc  more  is  bein); 
linked  of  us,  than  that  we  should  assent  to  this 
vote,  with  the  knowledce  that  we  shall  have  an- 
other opnortunitv  of  considering  details  and  of 
vetoing  th;  whole  thing  if  we  think  Bt. 

Those  remarks  were  made  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Sydney,  the  Attomey- 

Oeneral  of  the  late  Administration, 
It  would  be  interesting  to  this  House 
to  know  whether  that  legal  light — 
in  the  face  of  the  statement  which 
I  have  read — advised  the  late  Gov- 
ernment that  it  was  well  within  its 
rights  in  expending  that  money.  If  he 
tlid  so,  he  certainly  merits  some  of  the 


accusations  which  he  has  so  indiscrimi- 
nately levelled  against  honorable  members 
upon  this  side  of  the  Chamber.    It  is  well 
for  the  country  to  recollect  that  the  gentle- 
men who  are  anxious  to  declare  that  they 
have  no  confidence  in  the  Government  are 
really  the  mouth-jMece  of  the  late  Ministry 
which  distinctly  flouted  the  will  and  dte- 
temunatiixi  of  this  House  so  clearly  ex- 
pressed during  last  session.    I  nxne  now 
to  the  prop(»al  to  presmt  a  Dreadnought 
to  Great  Britain.    I  admit  that  it  is  an 
open  question  whether  a  majwity  of  the 
people  are  in  favour  of  that  proposal.  I 
believe  that  they  are,  but  honorable  mem- 
bers opposite  think  that  they  are  not.  It 
must  be  borne  in  mind,  however,  that  in 
making  the    offer  which    they  did,  the 
present  Government  were  not  hampered  by 
any  expression  of  view   by  this  House 
as  wete  the  late  Government  in  expending 
j^350,ooo  upon  the  purchase  -of  torpedo 
boat   destroyers.    The   proposal    to  pre- 
sent a  Dreadnought  to  Great  Britain  is 
<Mie  of  the  greatest  importance.  Admitting 
for  the  sake  of  argument  that  it  might  be 
possible  for  Australia  to  defend  herself 
from  invasion,  we  must  recollect  that  ac- 
cording to  official  Year-Books,  our  oversea 
trade  is  valued  at  ^^120,000,000  annually. 
Who  is  to  defend  that  oversea  commerce^ 
Are      we      to      depend       upon  the 
people   in   the   Old   Land,   who  are  al- 
ready so  over-taxed  ?  Are  we  to  rely  on  the 
taxpayers  of  Great  Britain,  who  contribute 
t4S.  or  15s.  6d.  per  head  for  defence  pur- 
poses as  again^  our  own  cwitributicHi  of 
about  2S.  ?    If    we   include   specie  and 
bullion  m  nur  oversea  tr&de  our  ocean-borne 
commerce  is  wonh    about  ;^i70,coo.ooo 
annually.    In  \iew  of  these  circumstniK?es, 
it  is  our  bounden  duty  to  contribute  some- 
thing to  the  maintenance  of  the  great  Navy 
upon  which  the   safety  of  that  oversea 
traffic  depends.    That  is  another  reason 
why,  in  my  judgment,  the  present  Govern- 
ment are  more  worthy  of  support  than  any 
Government  which  might  be  formed  from 
the  ranks  of  my  honorable  friends  oppo- 
site.   Coming  to  the  questim  of  the  new 
Protection  I  feel  justified  in  oranplimenting 
the  Ministry  upwi  their  determination  in 
this  connexion,  whereas,  in  the  policy  of 
the  late  Government,  we  could  not  fail  to 
detect  the  cloven  hoof  so  far  as  the  States 
were  concerned.    That  Administration  de- 
sired to  secure  an  amendment  of  the  Con- 
stitution with  a  view  to  vesting  in  the  Cmo- 
monwealth  the  control  of  the-factoriea  in  the 
States.    On  the  oOpi^^li^^^^  of 
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the  pre^t  Government  is  to  utilize  the 
nachinery  for  which  the  Ccmstituticm  pro- 
vides— the  services  of  an  Inter-State  Com- 
mission— to  remedy  improper  industrial 
conditions  wherever  they  obtain  in  the 
States,  in  the  interests  of  the  masses  of 
the  people.  That  object,  I  venture  to  say, 
is  within  measurable  distance  of  accOTti- 
plishment,  whilst  the  accomplishment  of 
the  scheme  of  the  late  Government  would 
have  been  very  remote.  It  appears  to  me, 
too,  that  something  ought  to  be  said  con- 
cerning the  attitude  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  West  Sydney  towards  the  Broken 
Hill  trouble.  I  say  that  it  was  unwise  in  the 
extreme  for  a  gentleman  filling  the  im- 
portant office  of  Attorney-General  to  send 
telegrams  to  any  person  indicating  that  he 
had  a  biased  mind  upon  that  matter.  The 
action  of  the  honorable  member  for  Barrier, 
who  was  also  a  member  of  the  late  Go- 
vernment, is  not  calculated  to  inspire  con- 
fidence either  in  this  House  or  in  the  coun- 
try. Riffhtly  or  wronglv.  the  men  at 
Broken  Hill  were  under  arrest.  They  had 
been  tried  by  a  Court  and  had  been  c«n- 
mitted  to  stand  tbdr  trials  before  a  higher 
tribunal. 

Mr.  Chanter. — Many  a  perfectly  inno- 
cent man  is  committed  for  trial. 

Mr.  PALMER.— I  admit  that.  But 
what  T  hold  is  that  persons  charged  with 
the  administration  of  our  laws  should  not 
under  any  circumstances  put  themselves 
into  friendly  ccanmunication  with  those  who 
have  been  adjudicated  guilty  of  wrong-do- 
ing, and  certainly  should  not  ccanmit  them- 
selves to  expressions  of  sympathy  which  are 
calculated  to  prove  embarrassing  to  those 
char^^  with  the  administration  of  justice. 
Some  outrages  committed  at  Broken  Hill 
are  reported  in  the  Argus  of  4th  January. 
A  paragraph  from  that  newspaper  reads — 

One  rather  seoaational  episode  occurred  to-day. 
Mi.  Delprat's  coachman,  when  attempting  to  get 
on  the  mine,  was  surrounded  bv  the  pickets; 
they  forced  him  to  accompany  them  to  the 
A.M.A.  offices,  when  he  was  made  to  enroll  aa 
a  member  of  the  Association.  Now  that  he  is 
a  member,  he  will  be  unable  to  go  on  to  the 
mine  for  Mr.  Detprat  or  any  one  else. 

The  sacred  cause  of  liberty  was  at  stake. 
A  man  who  has  as  much  right  to  his 
freedom  and  liberty  as  has  any  man  in 
the  Chamber  was  taken  possession  of,  and 
forced  to  do  scmething  which  subjected  his 
wilt  to  that  of  other  men.  On  the  6th 
January,  fifty  yards  of  railway  were  pulled 
up  and  thirteen  mine  officials  maltreated, 
several  of  them  severely.  On  the  13th 
January,  on  a  request  by  mine-owners  that 


pickets  be  withdrawn,  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Barrier  said — 

As  regards  the  picketing,  it  is  either  a  matter 
of  dignity  or  principle  with  the  Proprietary 
Company  when  it  asks  for  the  removal  of  the 
pickets  and  the  men  have  as  much  right  to  stand 
on  their  dignity  or  to  maintain  a  principle  by 
keeping  the  pickets  there. 

Mr.  Thomas. — Does  the  honorable 
member  object  to  that?  I  think  it  was 
most  admirable. 

Mr.  PALMER.— I  will  tell  the  honor- 
able member  what  I  object  to.  There  was 
a  man  sick  nigh  unto  death ;  his  life  de- 
pended more  or  less  upon  getting  necessary 
comforts  and  medical  attenticoi.  For  what 
purpose  were  the  pickets  stationed  there, 
and  how  did  they  act?  For  all  they  cared 
— such  is  the  inhumanity  of  man  to  man, 
such  are  the  atrocities  perpetrated  in  the 
name  of  liberty — this  man,  though  sick  and 
suffering,  was  not  pomitted  to  have  the 
attenti(xi  which  was  necessary  for  the 
restoration  of  his  body  to  health. 

Mr.  Carr. — Who  were  the  culprits  ? 
What  is  the  argument  ? 

Mr.  PALMER. — The  argument  is  that 
the  honorable  member  for  Barrier,  who  was 
a  Minister  of  the  Crown,  justified  a  con- 
dition of  things  which  made  an  atrocity  of 
that  sort  possible. 

Mr.  Thomas. — I  do  not  think  that  the 
honorable  member  understands  what  I 
said.  I  ask  him  to  read  it  again.  It  reads 
most  admirably. 

Mr.  PALMER. — It  is  quite  possible 
that  the  honorable  gentleman  may  view  the 
matter  from  a  dii«rent  stand-point.  He 
was  holding  a  responsible  office  under  the 
Crown,  and  he  did  not  take  up  that  atti- 
tude which  he  should  have  done  with  re- 
gard to  men  who  were  in  opposition 
to  the  law  in  preventing  a  subject  of  the 
Crown  from  being  treited  medicinally  and 
medically. 

Mr.  Thomas. — ^What  has  that  to  do  with 
it? 

Mr.  PALMER.— It  may  be  a  light 
matter  fr<Mn  the  hcmorable  member's  point 
of  view ;  I  do  not  say  anything  about  that. 
Again,  the  present  Government  has  been 
assailed  from  the  other  side  of  the  Cham- 
ber on  the  ground  that  it  is  of  a  somewhat 
omglomerate  character,  that  it  is  the  result 
of  a  fusion  <»i  the  part  of  men  holding 
various  ideas  and  views.  Because  those 
men  have  be&n  brought  tc^ber  they  are 
the  subjects  of  adverse  criticism.  It  ap- 
pears  to  me  t^a^,  tj.^^  I^^^ing  line 
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at  the  ta^t  elections  was  the  question 
wtiether  a  man  was  fctr  or  against  Socialistic . 

control. 

Mr.   Wise. — No ;   Frotectioo  or  Free 

Trade. 

Mr.  PALMER. — Admitting,  ?or  the 
sake  of  argument,  that  that  was  the  case, 
then  these  honorable  gentlemen  are  con- 
demned, I  understand,  because  there  are 
some  who  are  less  Protectionist  than 
others  ? 

Mr.  Thouas. — ^We  are  condemned  any- 
how. 

Mr.  PALMER.— If  that  is  the  con- 
demnation, how  does  the  honorable  mem- 
ber justify  the  honorable  member  for 
Hindmarsh  sitting  side  by  side  in  Cabinet 
with  a  Free  Trader,  like  the  hwiorable 
member  for  West  Sydney? 

Mr.  Batchelor. — We  were  together  be- 
fore we  went  to  the  country,  and  that 
makes  ail  the  difference  in  the  world. 

Mr.  PALMER. — An  honwable  member 
asserted  that  the  question  befm  the 
country  at  the  last  election  was  Free  Trade 
versus  Protection,  and  I  replied  that  it 
was  not,  but  if  it  had  been  so  we  could 
not  have  had  those  two  hcnorable  memb^s 
sitting  side  by  side  in  Cornet.  As  the 
dividing  line  was  whether  a  candidate  was 
for  or  against  Socialism,  rightly  they  cannot 
sit  together.  As  the  question  then  was 
whether  a  man  was  for  or  against  Social- 
ism, every  man  arrayed  on  this  side  is  im- 
posed to  a  Government  cCHotrdled  by  a 

C.1UCUS. 

Mr.  Batchelor.— On  which  side  were 
the  Prime  Minister  and  the  Government 
Whip  at  that  time? 

Mr.  PALMER.— When  an  intelligent 
question  is  asked  I  will  endeavour  to  reply 
to  it.  I  intend  to  respect  the  desire  ex- 
pressed by  the  Prime  Minister  that  the 
speeches  on  this  motion  should  be  of  rea- 
sonable length.  I  have  endeavoured  to  show 
reasons,  which  appear  to  me  to  be  strong 
and  salient,  why  there  should  be  an  expres- 
sion of  the  utmost  confidence  in  the  pre- 
sent Government  as  against  any  Govern- 
ment which  could  be  formed  from  the  other 
side. 

Mr.  CHANTER  (Riverina)  [5.38].— 
When  the  honorable  member  for  Echuca 
spoke  here  a  few  nights  ago  regarding  im- 
migratiwi  and  land  settlement,  he  made  a 
statement  which  I  challenged.  He  asserted 
that  there  was  available  a  supply  of  land 
ample  for  not  only  those  in  Australia  seek- 
ing it,  but  also  for  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  persons  who  might  come  here,  and  from 


a  statistical  preparation — I  do  know 
who  was  the  author  of  it — he  quoted  that 
millions  of  acres  were  available.  Does  he 
forget  that  the  State  of  Victtwia  intro- 
duced a  certain  nun^r  of  immigrants,  that 
seventeen  of  them  were  sent  to  Rushworth 
in  his  own  electorate,  told  that  they  could 
find  work  there,  and  were  absc^utrij 
stranded,  beii^  unaUe  to  get  food,  and 
were  relieved      his  omstituents  ? 

Mr.  Palmes. — In  the  way  in  whidi  the 
honwable  member  puts  it^  that  is  abso- 
lutely untrue. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  ask  the  honorable 
member  to  withdraw  that  statement. 

Mr.  Paluer. — In  deference  to  you,  sir, 
I  withdraw  the  remark,  and  say  that  the 
honorable  member's  statement  is '  altc^etber 
iiKorrect. 

Mr.  Wise. — The  honorable  member  de- 
bated the  matter  from  this  comer  one  night 
and  read  a  letter  on  the  subject 

Mr.  CHANTER.-— There  ts  no  member 
of  this  House  who  did  not  read  the  j>kss 
reports  on  the  subject.  It  was  also  re- 
ferred to  here  by  honorable  members.  If 
my  memory  serves  me  aright,  the  honor- 
able member  for  Echuca  alluded  to  the  in- 
cident. The  fact  remains  that  these  men 
were  immigrants.  They  were  told  that  tibey 
coulrl  get  em^^ovment  on  the  waterworks 
at  Waranga  Basin  if  they  went  to  Rush- 
worth. 

Mr.  Palmer. — Excuse  me,  the  men  were 
not  immigrants.  They  were  fMresumably 
returned  acddiers  from  South  Africa,  and 
thev  were  all  decrefnt  men. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— That  is  a  new  edi- 
tion. I  am  relying  upon  the  edition  given 
to  the  people  of  Australia  at  the  time. 
Thev  were  not  decrepit  men.  Whether 
thev  came  from  South  Africa  orelsewfaere, 
the  fact  remains  that  they  were  immi- 
grants, .who  were  seeking  emplc^-ment  in 
this  fair  land.  They  wctb  told  that  they 
would  get  work  in  thie  axistruction  of  the 
W^aranga  Basin,  if  thev  would  take  train  to 
Rushworth.  Seventeen  of  them  did  so,  but 
could  not  get  anything  to  do,  and,  being 
without  money,  would  have  starved  had  not 
the  honorable  goitleman's  constituents 
humanely  helped  them,  and  brought  tbdr 
case  before  the  authorities  in  Melbourne. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — The  position  is  all  the 
worse  if  the  men  were  returned  soldien. 

Mr.  Paluer. — They  were  itKapables. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— It  is  our  duty  to  pro- 
vide land  and  VFork  for  those  whom,  by 
advertising,  we  attract  to  Australia,  and  it 
is  ten  times  moccDigiKcdqqbr^Q^TOe  for 
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those  of  (Mir  own  kith  and  kin  who  went  to 
South  Africa  on  our  service,  even  if  they 
return  decrepit.  I  am  amazed  at  the  hon- 
orable member's  statement.  He  said  the 
other  day  that  there  is  ample  land  for 
every  one.  Does  he  not  know  that  thou- 
sands of  men  have  been  unable  to  get  land 
in  New  South  WaleSj  where  his  landed  in- 
terests lie? 

Mr.  Palmer. — A  man  can  take  up  a 
10,000-acre  block  there  any  day  he  likes 
to  apply  for  it. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— iJn  corroboration  of 
my  statement,  let  me  read  a  letter  which  I 
received  to-day  from  one  who,  to  my  know- 
ledge, lived  in  New  South  Wales  for  thirty 
years.  He  reared  a  family  there,  but, 
failing  to  get  land  for  his  sons,  although 
they  tried  ballot  after  ballot,  has  been 
driven  to  Queensland.     He  says — 

I  dare  say  you  will  be  surprised  to  receive 
these  few  line's  from  me  in  Queensland,  hav- 
ing removed  here  with  my  sons  and  selected 
seven  agricultural  farms  of  1,380  acres  each, 
as  the  New  South  Wales  Government  prefer 
to  keep  their  lands  locked  up,  rather  than  gWe 
the  young  generation  an  opportunity  to  make 
homes  for  themselves.  Since  I  left  Mallan,  in 
New  South  Wales,  in  the  month  of  April  last, 
we  have  commenced  pioneering  again  in  this 
State.  Part  of  our  family  is  still  at  St.  Elmo, 
Mallan,  my  wife  and  two  of  my  sons,  but  will 
be  coming  here,  when  my  son  can  dispose  of  his 
land  there. 

In  the  Moulamein  district  of  New  South 
Wales,  thousands  of  acres  are  held  in  large 
estates — one  family  holds  nearly  1,000,000 
acres — but  no  land  is  available  to  the 
selector.  The  Government  of  the  State 
has  admitted  that  there  is  not  land 
available  for  small  settiemoitr  and 
has  been  driven  to  spend,  not  re- 
venue, but  loan  money,  on  the  purchase 
of  large  holdings  to  provide  opportunities 
for  settlement.  The  question  is  pregnant 
with  importance,  and  must  be  dealt  with, 
whatever  Ministry  may  be  in  power.  The 
hcwiorahle  member  for  Echuca  says  that  the 
State  should  be  left  to  deal  with  it,  though 
he  knows  well  that  one  of  the  two  bodies 
which  constitute  the  Legislature  of  each 
of  the  States  will  never  vote  for  the  un- 
locking of  the  land.  However,  as  I  in- 
tend to  deal  further  with  the  matter  later, 
I  shall  not  say  any  more  on  the  subject 
now.  The  honorable  gentleman  suggested 
that  the  Commonwealth  will  get  more  from 
the  States  now  that  there  is  in  power  a 
Government  which  is  on  good  terms  with 
the  Governments  of  the  States  than  it  could 
have  got  under  the  rigime  of  the  Fisher 
Administration.      Has  Australian  politics 


come  to  this,  that  it  is  a  case  of  "  the  spoils 
to  the  victors"?  No  other  interpretati<»i 
is  to  be  placed  on  his  statement.  We  are 
to  get  something  from  the  Government  of 
New  South  Wales,  because  the  htMiorable 
member  for  Parramatta,  who  is  now  Min- 
ister of  Defence,  is  a  friend  of  the  New- 
South  Wales  Ministers !  Has  not  the 
Prime  Minister  read  to  the  House,  time  and 
again,  communications  addressed  to  the 
Premiers  of  the  States,  asking  them  to  make 
land  available  for  immigrants,  and  assur- 
ing them  that,  if  they  w;ouId  do  so,  he  would 
invite  this  Parliament  to  provide  for  immi- 
gration? And  are  we  not  tired  of  hearing 
their  evasive  replies?  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Echuci  is  a  political  Rip  van 
Winkle  not  to  know  these  things.  We  all 
know  that  there  is  not  land  available  for 
immigrants,  and  that  provision  for  immi- 
gration can  be  made  only  by  action  on  the 
part  of  the  Common \¥ea I th.  While  the 
honorable  member  for  Melbourne  was  sperik- 
ing,  the  honorable  member  for  Adelaide 
interjected  that  there  were  ei^^teen  or  nine- 
teen applicants  for  two  blocks  of  a  few 
hundred  acres  each  offered  in  New  South 
Wales.  T  have  known  cases  in  whidj  400 
persons  applied  for  one  piece  <jf  land,  and 
the  Sydney  press  has  reported  an  instance 
in  which  an  applicant  was  unsuccessful 
eighty-four  times. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — I  have  spoken  with  a 
man  who  was  a  year  in  New  South  Wales 
and  could  not  obtain  land. 

Mr.  Faibbairn. — What  is  the  upset  prire 
put  on  this  land  ?  These  persons  are  vir- 
tuilly  fakinT  part  in  a  lottery,  and  most  of 
them  if  thev  won  at  the  ballot  would  sell 
their  land  for  ten  times  the  sum  at  which 
it  was  valued. 

Mr.  CHANTRR.~The  honorable  mem- 
ber, and  every  one  else  who  has  balloted 
for  land,  has  taken  part  in  a  lottery. 

Mr.  Carr. — The  squatters  are  the 
gamblers. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  know  all  about 
that.  It  is  true,  as  the  honorable  member 
iat  Fawkner  has  said,  that  so  far  as  New 
South  Wales  is  concerned  it  is  a  lottery. 
But  instead  of  the  State  Government  when 
there  are  ten  applicants  for  land  makin;; 
twelve  allotments  available  for  them  we 
find  that  there  are  sometimes  1,000  appli- 
cants fcx-  ten  allotments,  and  that  hundreds 
of  men  who  would  make  desirable  farmers 
have  no  opportunity  to  get  on  the  land. 
I  have  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  land 
laws  of  Victotia  dating  back  to  tlie  days 
of  what  was  k5^^||^^(3©5g|iQ)hersbn 
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pbid."  Under  the  Victorian  land  laws 
a  Board  is  appointed,  and,  in  many  places, 
if  there  are  two  or  three  applicants  for 
one  block,  they  are  asked  whether 
they  are  prepared  to  agree  to  its  division 
amongst  them.  That  is  not  the  system 
in  force  in  New  South  Wales.  There,  if 
there  were  three  applicants  tor  one  block, 
two  would  have  to  go  without  it.  Those 
who  seek  to  obtain  an  allotment  have  to 
gamble  for  it,  just  as  men  gamble  on  a 
race  at  Fleraington.  The  applicant  draws 
a  marble  from  a  box,  and  if  he  is  lucky 
secures  the  block  ;  if  he  has  no  luck  he 
may  be  unsuccessful  again  and  again.  In 
support  of  that  statement  I  would  remind 
honorable  members  of  a  paragraph  which 
appeared  recently  in  the  press  stating  that 
one  man  had  tmsuccessfully  applied  for  a 
block  of  land  ai  more  than  eighty  different 
occasions.  The  land  laws  of  scnne  of  the 
States  are  not  as  bad  as  these  of  others; 
but  unfortunately  for  the  Commonwealth 
the  most  liberal  terms  prevail  only  where 
the  most  inferior  land  is  offering. 

Mr.  Watkins. — That  is  why  they  are 
liberal. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— That  is  so.  In  order 
to  induce  pqpple  to  settle  on  the  worst  land 
special  terms  are  offered.  We  find  this 
Rtate  of  affairs  prevailing  in  parts  of  the 
Commonwealth,  where  nature  designed 
that  agriculture,  rather  than  sheep  farming, 
should  predominate.  Every  one  knows  that 
the  crymg^  evil  of  Australia  is  the  want 
of  legislation  to  make  good  land  available 
to  the  people.  We  have  plenty  of  good 
land,  but  the  legislaticm  to  make  it  avail- 
able must  be  passed  bv  the  Federal  Par- 
liament. It  is  useless  to  look  to  the  State 
Parliaments  for  it. 

Mr.  Mathews  .  — The  State  Upper 
Houses  would  block  such  legislatiwi. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— Exactly.  In  New 
South  Wales,  more  particularly,  legislation 
is  blocked  again  and  again  by  the  Legis- 
lative Council— a  ncnninee  Chamber — the 
members  of  which  are  in  no  way  respon- 
sible to  the  electors,  since  they  have  never 
to  go  before  them.  The  honorable  mem- 
l>er  for  Echuca  says,  "  The  States  will  give 
lis  what  we  want  now,  because  there  is  a 
friendly  Government  in  power."  He  teJls 
us  in  effect  that  the  Cwnmonwealth  has 
now  in  power  an  aristocratic  Government — 
a  Government  that  wears  clothing  different 
from  that  worn  bv  their  predecessors  in 
c^ce.  and  that  Mr.  Wade,  the  Premier 
of  New  South  Wales,  will  pay  far  more 
attention  to  the  representations  of  such 


men  than  he  would  to  the  wishes  of  a 
Government  representing  people  who  wear 
"bowyangs."  The  hraiorable  manber 
also  took  grave  occeptum  to  the  action  of 
the  Fisher  Government  in  providing  for 
the  expenditure  of  the  spedal  defence  vote 
of  ^^250,000.  He  refused,  however,  to 
say  how  he  viewed  the  actiwi  of  the  pre- 
sent Ministry  in  offering  to  present  the 
British  Government  with  a  Dreadnovgbi 
without  consulting  this  Parliam«it.  There 
is  a  vast  difference  between  the  two  acts. 
In  the  first  case.  Parliament  had  approved 
of  the  sum  of  ;^25o,ooo  being  set  aside 
for  special  defence  purposes.  The  pur- 
pose for  which  the  fund  was  to  be  created 
was  not  only  declared  to  the  House,  but 
indorsed  by  it,  and  the  late  Government 
in  proceedmg  to  utilize  it  was  merely 
carrying  out  the  declared  policy  of  thnr 
predecessors. 

Mr.  Fuller. — But  Parliament  had  first 
to  be  consulted. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — Pai'iament  had  been 
consulted  and  had  agreed  as  to  what  should 
be  the  destination  of  the  vote. 

Mr.  CHANTER. — Despite  the  efforts 
of  the  honorable  'member  for  Illawarra, 
and  every  other  member  of  the  then  Oppo- 
sition who  opposed  the  Surplus  Revenue 
Bill,  Parliament  agreed  to  this  money 
being  set  apart  for  the  defence  of  Aus- 
tralia. It  is  interesting  to  listen  to  the 
voice  of  the  people  on  this  phase  of  the 
question.  Here  is  an  extract  from  a  letter 
dealing  with  this  very  questicxi  which  I 
received  from  a  gentleman  rending  in 
Queensland — 

When  I  was  in  Melbourne  in  the  month  of 
May  last  year,  I  met  you  at  Parliament  House, 
and  you  kindly  invited  me  into  the  Chamber  to 
bear  the  discussion.  The  vote  of  ^^250.000  wai 
being  secured  for  the  naval  proposal.'  Ilie  man- 
ner that  Messrs.  }osegh  Cook,  Dugald  Thorn. 
son,  Kelly,  and  others  heckled  Mr.  Deakin  that 
afternoon,  on  that  item,  was  an  eye-opener  (0 
me. 

Mr.    McDonald.  —  They    are  sitting 

together  now. 

Mr..  CHANTER.— Quite  so;  yet  wc 
should  not  have  had  twelve  farthings,  to  say 
nothing  of  ^^250, 000,  in  this  special  Trust 
Fund  if  the  present  Minister  of  Defence 
and  his  party  now  sitting  on  the  Govern- 
ment side  of  the  House  had  had  their  way. 
TJie  vote  was  agreed  to,  despite  their  un- 
patriotic opposition.  The  Fisher  Govern- 
ment, in  my  opinion,  adopted  the  wisest 
and  best  course  in  proceeding  to  spend  the 
m(Hiev  as  quicklv  as  po^thk^p.Jmcder  to 
pnsvide  for  the  d^f^f^^of^AiM^roi. 
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Mr.  Watkins. — Will  the  present  Min- 
istry cancel  the  orders  given  by  the  Fisher 
'Go^rnment  for  the  constnicticHi  of  the 
three  vessels? 

Mr.  CHANTER.— Xo.  Despite  all 
these  facts,  the  honorable  member  for 
Echuca  objected  to  the  action  of  the  Fisher 
Government  in  expending  this  sum  of 
^£250,000  without  giving  Parliament  an- 
other opportunity  to  be  consulted.  Can 
there  be  any  comparison  between  their 
action  and  that  of  the  present  Ministry  in 
pledging  this  Parliament,  without  giving  it 
an  opportunity  to  exprcK  an  opinion  upcm 
it,  to  an  expenditure  of  ^£2,000,000  at  a 
time  when  they  have  not  a  shilling  in  the 
Treasury  to  provide  lor  it?  When  the 
Fisher  Government  placed  orders  for  the 
constructicHi  of  certain  vessels,  the  cost  of 
which  was  to  be  defrayed  out  of  the  special 
defence  vote,  Parliament  was  in  recess,  and 
honorable  members  were  scattered  all  over 
the  Commonwealth ;  but  when  the  present 
Ministry  made  the  offer  of  a  Dreadnought 
to  the  Britbh  Government,  Parliament  was 
in  session,  and,  since  it  was  not  consulted, 
there  was  a  distinct  outrage  of  the  Con- 
stitution. The  i»esent  Prime  Minister  had 
obtained  a  three  weeks'  adjournment.  Be- 
fore we  adjourned  he  ought  to  have 
adopted  the  constitutional  course  of  con- 
sulting the  House.  He  should  have  said 
that  the  Government  proposed  to  make  an 
offer  of  a  Dreadnought  to  the  British 
Government,  and  have  asked  for  our  ap- 
proval. But  he  did  nothing  of  the  kind. 
He  waited  until  the  adjournment  had  been 
granted,  and  then  flouted  Parliament  by 
making  the  offer  without  cmsuTting  it. 
I'hat  was  an  absolute  outrage  of  the  Con- 
stitution, and  it  cannot  be  compared 
with  the  action  of  the  Fisher  Govern- 
ment in  proceeding  to  devote  monev 
to  ■  the  specific  purpose  to  which  it 
had  been  allocated  by  Parliament. 
The  honorable  member  for  Echuca  also 
stated  that  the  difference  between  this  Go- 
vernment and  the  List  was  that  the  former 
were  sincere  in  their  desire  to  brim;  about  a 
remedv  for  industrial  troubles,  whereas  the 
latter  were  not. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — He  said  that  as  a 
joke. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— The  Parliament  of 
the  Commonwealth  is  no  place  for  joking. 
The  fact  remains  that  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Echuca  made  the  statement.  The 
Fisher  Go\'«rnnient  and  the  previous  Deakin 
Government  proposed  that  a  direct  appeal 


should  be  made  to  the  people  for  power  to 
control  industrial  ccmditions.  There  was  to 
be  no  hesitancy  or  delay  about  it,  as  there 
is  about  the  proposals  of  the  present  Go- 
vernment. The  first  mistake  that  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Echuca  fell  into  was  to 
say  that  we  could  utilize  our  present  Inter- 
State  C(xnmisaon  machinery-  We  have  not 
got  that  machinery  yet.  When  that  Ccanmis- 
sion  is  appointed,  the  duties  cast  upon  its 
members  will  be  so  multitudinous  that  it 
will  probably  take  years  for  them  even  to 
inquire  into  that  matter,  let  alone  to  deal 
effectively  \vith  it.  They  will  have  so  many 
other  matters  affecting  Inter-State  trade  and 
ccHnmerce  to  settle  that  it  will  be  abso- 
lutely impossible  f<x  them  to  touch  that 
questitm  within  any  reasonable  limit  of 
time,  and  then  how  do  the  Government 
propose  that  the  Inter-State  Commission 
shall  approach  it?  It  is  to  be  by  means 
of  a  complaint  made  bv  a  State  to  them ; 
not  because  the  question  urgently  requires 
settlement,  and  not  because  the  Ctxnmon- 
wealth  Parliament  knew  that  the  evil  ex- 
isted, and  wanted  it  removed  at  once.  I 
entirely  disagree  with  that  proposal.  If 
the  honorable  member  is  not  afraid  of  the 
people,  why  should  he  be  afraid  of  asking 
them  to  give  this  Parliament  power  to  deal 
with  industrial  matters?  There  must  be  a 
reas(xi  for  his  fear.  I  do  not  want  to  at- 
tribute motives,  but  the  hmorable  member 
has  shown,  not  only  in  his  recent  speech, 
but  on  previous  occasions,  that  the  one  domi- 
nant idea  in  his  head  is  that  the  Labour 
party  are  the  worst  party  in  Australia,  and 
must  not  be  trusted  with  the  power  to  legis- 
late for  this  country,  but  must  be  kept  out 
of  office  at  any  hazard.  If  the  honorable 
member  were  present,  I  would  ask  him  to 
show  me  a  single  point  of  difference  be- 
tween the  programme  issued  by  his  present 
leader,  in  1906,  and  the  programme  issued 
by  the  Fislwr  party  last  year,  except  the 
one  question  of  progressive  land  taxatitm. 
In  1906  many  h(xiorable  members,  who 
were  then  in  Opposition — some  of  them 
are  now  in  the  Government,  and 
others  are  supporting  the  Government 
—railed  night  after  night  at  those  of  us 
who  then  sat  on  the  Government  side  of  the 
House,  to  show  what  the  cursed  proposal 
of  new  Protection  would  lead  to.  But  now 
that  they  are  all  assembled  together  as  a 
happy  family,  they  say  :  "  It  is  a  fine  thing 
to  do ;  it  is  good  when  we  can  do  it,  but  it 
was  bad  when  you  could  do  it." 

Mr.  Fairbaisn. — Heatf7  JieatJl^  Better 
come  over.       Digitized  by*^C*Og[e 
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Mr.  CHAXTER.— I  would  sooner  go 
out  of  Parliament  to-morrow,  and  remain 
out  of  it  for  the  rest  of  my  life,  than  sacri- 
fice my  ■  principles,  or  betray  the  pledges 
that  I  gave  to  the  people.    I  pledged  my- 
selt,  not  only  at  the  last  election,  but  at  pre- 
vious elections,  to  do  certain  things.  I 
have  kept  my  pledges  to  the  people  who 
sent  me  here,  and  I  fed  prouder  of  having 
done  so  than  if  I  held  all  the  landed  or 
vested  interests  congregated  on  that  side  of 
the  House.      The  honcwable  niember  for 
Echuca  tried  to  be  very  severe  upon  the 
honorable  member  for  Barrier  for  having 
met  men  who  had  been  charged  before  the 
Courts  at  Broken  Hill  with  certain  offences, 
and  committed  for  trial.     The  h(Hiorable 
member  implied  that  that  was  an  evidence 
of  guilt,  and  I  at  once  interjected  that  many 
an  innocent  man  had  been  committed  for 
trial.    The  fact  is  no  evidence  of  guilt 
whatever,  but,  even  if  it  were,  does  the 
htmorable  member  for  Echuca.  who  claims 
to  be  a  good-living,  moral  man,  forget, 
when  he  so  often  tries  to  teach  others  their 
duty,  that,  when  our  Saviour  had  been  cot- 
demned  to  death,  there  was  one  man,  Simon 
of  Cyrene,  who  was  not  ashamed  to  carry 
His  cross  ?    There  is  no  charitv  about  in- 
sinuations of  that  kind  coming  from  a  man 
who  tries  to  preach  to  others,  and  teach 
them  what  they  should  do.    The  hcmor- 
aWe  member  wanted  to  fasten  upon  the  hon 
orable  member  for  Barrier  a  charge  of 
sympathy  with  crime  ;  but  there  is  no  sym- 
pathy with  crime  in  taking  by  the  hand  a 
man  who  has  been  c«nmitted  for  trial, 
and  whose  case  has  not  been  decided.  I 
come  now  to  the  immediate  question  before 
the  Chair.    The  Leader  of  the  Opposition 
has  thought  it  wise  to  submit  a  morion  of 
want  of  confidence.    If  I  am  asked  whe- 
ther I  have  confidence  in  the  Government, 
I  may  reply  at  once  that  at  one  time  I 
had  confidence  in  half  of  them,  at  no  time 
had    I    confidence   in    the   other  half, 
and    as   those   in    whcnn    I    had  ccm- 
fidence^  are  in  a  minonty   as  against 
those  in   whom   I   have   no  confidence, 
then,  taking  it  as  a  whole,  I  can  have 
no  oonfidaioe  whatever  in  the  Government. 
T  wish,  in  my  own  justification,  to  show 
that  I  am  following  the  advice  of  a  man 
who  was  trusted  and  respected  in  the  Com- 
monwealth, namely,  the  Prime  Minister, 
and    also    the    advice    of     the  great 
Age  newspaper,  which  once  stood  as  the 
bulwark  of  liberty,  but  which  now,  I  am 
to  say,  is  dragged  at  the  chariot 
's  of   the   Argus.      I    hc^  the 


present  state  of  things  will  not  last  lon^. 
for  the  sake  of  the  Prime  Ministo^,  and 
also  for  the  sake  of  the  Age^  which  has 
always  upheld  the  flag  of  Liberaliao  and 
Protection,  and  stood  for  the  right  of  thost; 
in  the  lower  scale  to  live.  My  hope  is  that 
not  for  long  will  the  Prime  Minister  or 
the  newspaper  I  have  menti(xied  remain 
subOTdinate  to  the  Argus,  but  that 
they  will  come  out  in  a  manly  wa) 
and  stand  to  the  principles  which  tlwy  heM 
before  the  fusicxi.  In  1906  the  Vvm 
Minister  had  a  programme  ccxnprising  Pro- 
tection, the  new  Protection,  maintenance  ot 
a  White  Australia,  effective  defence,  naval 
and  military,  including  a  torpedo  flodlla  : 
Preferential  Trade;  Old  age  Peositxis; 
Immigration,  dependent  on  land  bong 
made  available ;  anti-trust  legislaticm ;  oca- 
pany  and  insurance  law ;  union  label : 
Navigation  Bill,  providing  for  the  cMstal 
trade  being  confined  to  vessels  observing 
Australian  rates  and  condirims;  finance, 
surplus  revalue — State  rights  versus  Com- 
monwealth requirements — and  the  taking 
over  of  the  Northern  Territory.  We  are 
now  told  by  one  of  the  prominent  sup- 
pwrters  of  the  Government  that  on  the  ques- 
tion of  State  rights  we  are  all  cxie  part\. 
and  I  note,  f  rmu  a  report  in  to-da\ « 
Agtt  that  that  party  in  X^w  South  Wait-" 
has  been  brought  together  ^  under  the- 
name  of  the  Liberal  Reform  *part>*.  It 
was  proposed  that  the  president  of  the  new 
asaociatioi  should  be  the  Minister  of  De- 
fence, but,  as  it  was  stated  that  the  honn'- 
able  member  would  have  to  be  away  on 
occasi<His,  the  honorable  member  for  North 
Sydney  was  elected  to  the  positiwi. 

Mr.  Joseph  Coot. — Not  the  Libera' 
Reform  party,  but  the   Federal  Libeia! 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  take  the  fbllowin; 

from  to-dav's  Age — 

A  new  Federal  political  or^noizalion  has  comr 
in(o  existence,  to  be  known  .is  the  New  Sooth 
Wales  Federal  Liberal  League.  This  aftenKW 
marked  the  coaclusioa  of  several  mertines  )<i 
connexion  tberewitb,  and  Mr.  Joseph  Cook. 
Minister  of  Defence,  explained  its  coostitntion 
and  intentions  at  the  rooms  of  the  Liberal  an) 
Relorm  Association. 

Observe,  the  Liberal  and  Reform  Assoda- 
tion — the  eA6  State  Rights  party — 

"  The  League,"  said  Mr.  Cook,  "  is  at  prr- 
sent  constituted  of  representatives  of  a  number 
of  political  bodies  already  in  existence.  The 
officers  of  the  new  league  consisted  of  a  preti. 
dent,  four  vice-presidents,  two  boo.  treasurers,  1 
secretary,  twenty  lay  members,  ao  women  man- 
bers  and  New  South  Wales  members  of  the 
Federal  Parliament,  with  MS^'C'vlQrfft^  O 
aumber.   The  elecltSaize^y%^Uil£^^  re- 
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suited  thus  : — President,  Mr.  Dugald  Thomp* 
son,  M.P.  ;  vice-presidents,  Messrs.  ]•  G.  Far- 
leigh,  M.L.C.  ;  J.  H.  Wise,  F.  W.  Bacon,  and 
Alderman  G.  T.  Clark ;  hon.  treasurers,  Messrs. 
A.  Kethel.  M.L.C.,  and  O.  C.  Beale;  secretary, 
Mr.  Arcbdale  Parkhill.  A  large  Qumber  of  ad- 
ditional ladies  and  gentlemen  Have  been  elected 
to  the  council,  including  Sir  Joseph  Cairuthers, 
Sir  William  McMillan,  and  Dr.  W.  P.  Cullen, 
M.L.C." 

1,  and  other  honOTable  members,  happen'to 
know  some  of  the  gentlemen  whose  names 
are  mentioned  in  the  report,  and  we  know 
what  an  intense  Liberal  Mr.  Bac(»i  is — 
also  what  wonderful  Liberals  are  Mr.  G. 
T.  Clarke,  Mr.  A.  Kethel,  Sir  William 
McMillan,  Dr.  Cullen,  and  others.  Ancrther 
name  mentioned  is  that  of  Sir  Joseph  Car- 
ruthers,  the  originator  of  the  Liberal  Reform 
Association.  Tliese  are  really  the  Libera! 
Reform  Party,  to  whcwn  my  honorable 
friends  opposite  have  handed  themselves 
over  body  and  soul.  The  two  parties  ought 
never  to  have  associated  in  politics,  the 
different^  between  them  being  so  great  as 
to  make  legislation  absolutely  impossible 
unless  one  or  other  give  way.  Both  parties 
to  the  fusion  have  pledged  themselves  to 
the  electors,  and  before  one  solitary  measure 
can  emanate  from  them,  one  half  must 
swallow  their  principles,  or  be  traitors  to 
(heir  cause.  Which  will  give  way,  time 
only  will  reveal.  I  am  giving  all  honor- 
able members  opposite  credit  for  sincerity 
of  purpose.  There  are  men  cm  that  side 
who  believe  themselves  to  be  Free  Traders 
and  Tories,  and  against  Labour  legislation 
— ^who  are  entirely  anti-Socialistic — anil 
there  are  others  who  believe  in  an  altogether 
different  policy.  Is  it  the  stnmger  ot 
weaker  party  that  will  give  way?  I  feel 
that  it  must  of  necessity  be  the  numericallv 
weaker,  and  that  is  the  party  to  which  I 
belong,  and  which  ran  away  from  me. 

Mr.  Hedges. — Ran  away  from  the  hon- 
orable member? 

Mr.  CHANTER.— Yes;  absolutely.  T 
stand,  as  I  stood  then,  in  favour  of  every 
plank  of  our  platfwm  of  1906.  Does  the 
honorable  member  who  interjects  stand  for 
those  principles  now?  Does  any  h(xic»'- 
able  member  who  was  then  in  Opposition, 
believe  in  those  principles  now— does  he 
honestly  believe  that  any  of  the  measures 
then  contemplated  will  be  carried  out? 
Tiiis  question  is  best  answered  by  the  Prime 
Minister  himself.  Speaking  of  the  Op- 
position in  1906,  the  learned  and  honorable 
member  for  Ballarat  said — 

The  so-called  Socialistic  issue  was  a  mock 
is'-ue.  It  could  not  concern  the  next  Parlia* 
meat  


That  is,  the  present  Parliament — 
and  he  asked  them  as  practical  men,  and  Aus- 
tralian  p.i(rioi9,  to  look  to  the  great  work  im- 
mediatelv  befoie  them — the  development  of  their 
beautiful  land. 

Where  is  Australian  patriotism  now  ? 
Where  are  the  men  to  whom  he  is  looking 
to  ''develop  the  beautiful  land  of  Aus- 
tralia"? They'  are  the  men  who  have 
fought  him  from  the  initiation  of  Federa- 
tion. They  will  not  fight  him  openly 
now,  but  with  the  power  that  numbers  give, 
they  will  90  arrange"  matters  as  to  prevent 
his  bringing  fcwward  legislation  to  which 
he  is  pledged.  In  the  same  speech,  in 
speaking  of  the  right  honorable  member  for 
East  Sydne>-,  with  whom  he  is  now  asso- 
ciated, the  Prime  Minister  said — 

Mr.  Reid  has  talked  more  and  promised  more 
and  perfumed  less  Uian  any  man  in  .Australia. 
.  .  .  His  record .  in  iqo4  was  one  Act,  t« 
which  he  cmlributed  four  clauses. 

On  another  occasicm  the  Prime  Minister 
said — 

We  have  had  not  onlv  the  generous,  but  the 
general  support  of  the  Labour  Party.  No  man 
could  have  treated  ut  better  than  the  Leader  of 
that  Parly,  Mr.  Watson. 

But  how  is  the  Prime  Minister  treating 
the  fwesent  Leader  of  the  Labour  party, 
Mr.  Fisher?  Dealing  with  the  work  of 
the  Reid-Cook  Opposition,  one  of  the 
leaders  of  which  is  now  in  the  Ministry, 
whilst  the  other  is  a  presumed  supporter, 
the  Prime  Minister  said — 

The  Bounties  Dill  nas  resisted  bv  the  Op)M>bi- 
tion,  fought  by  them,  and  finallv  choked  and 
killed  by  them  in  the  Senate.  This  is  the  re. 
cord  we  wish  to  show  the  counlrv — this  is  the 
record  the  Opposition  wish  to  hiile. 

Where  are  they  going  to  liide  this  record  ? 
Thev  are  trying  to  hide  themselves  and 
their  record  under  the  Prime  Min- 
ister's wing.  Some  of  them  tried  to 
hide  there  before.  They  induced  the 
electors  to  return  them  as  Liberal  Pro- 
tectiwiists ;  but  immediately  they  were  sent 
to  Parliament  some  of  tliem  threw  over 
their  principles  and  their  pledges,  and- 
proved  false  to  their  leader.  When  the 
present  Prime  Minister  was  being  ejected 
frwn  office  previous  to  the  advent  of  the 
late  Ministry,  and  his  corner  opponents 
wanted  to  remedy  the  mistake  which  they 
had  made,  what  did  the  Prime  Minister 
say  to  them?  He  said :  "  Stay  where  you 
are ;  I  do  not  want  to  have  anvthing  to  do 
with  you."  But  thev  are  under  his  wing 
again  now,  and  why?  For  ix>  other  pur- 
pose than  to  be  sheltered.  The  wing  was 
then  broad  enou^,i^jis^@o|t>^^lipped 
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so  severely  that  it  cannot  possibly  shelter 
the  number  of  those  who  want  it  to  cover 
them.  There  is  no  man  in  the  Common- 
wealth for  whom  I  have  a  greater  venera- 
tion than  I  have  for  the  jMresent  Prime 
Minister.  There  is  no  man  for  whc»n  I 
had  a  deeper  respect;  no  man  in  whose 
opinions  I  bad  more  omfidence. 

Mr.  Hedges. — The  howxable  member 
ivill  soon  be  over  here. 

Mr.  CHANTER. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Fremantle  very  somi  will  not  be 
over  there.  How  many  times  have  I  heard 
him,  when  be  occupied  the  place  fxonk 
which  I  now  speak,  ratling  at  the  party 
which  he  now  supports? 

Mr.  Hedges. — Not  once. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— That  remark  needs 
no  answer.  T  should  regret  it  if  I  used, 
ctxiceming  the  honorable  member's  chser- 
vation,  the  vn>rd  that  would  pr(^)erly  de- 
scribe it.  On  another  occasion  the  Prime 
Minister,  speaking  of  his  present  sup- 
porters, and  particularly  of  one  of  them, 
the  right  honorable  member  for  East 
Sydney,  said-— 

Mr.  Rcid  sinks  preference,  sinks  closer  com- 
mercial relations.  Commerce  Acts — sinks  all 
these  things,  which  go  together  to  make  indus- 
trial greatness,  and  create  a  great  industrial 
future  for  Australia. 

What  help  can  the  Prime  Minister  expect 
to  get  to-day  from  the  right  honorable 
member  whom  he  so  described  f  How  he 
can  explain  away  these  utterances  I  do  not 
know.  He  asked  Parliament  to  deal  with 
programmes  on  their  merits,  and  this  is 
what  he  said  during  the  no-confidence  de- 
bate in  October,  1908 — 

We  have  laid  before  this  House  business  of 
the  first  importance  to  Australia.  We  have  sub- 
mitted proposals,  amongst  others,  touchinj;  the 
defence  of  this  country  by  sea  and  land,  and 
touching  it  in  so  decisive  a  way  as  to  give  the 
House  and  the  country  a  proper  opportunity  to 
pronounce  upon  it.  .  .  .  We  are  putting 
these  proposals  before  the  country,  and  connect- 
'ing  them  with  others  for  the  completion  of  the 
Tariff  by  the  adoption  of  the  new  Protection, 
which  shall  share  its  ad\>>ntages  fairly  between 
employes  as  well  as  employers.  .  .  .  Why, 
I  ask,  cannot  this  House  appreci.ite  such  pro- 
positions, apart  from  mere  party  interests?  Why 
cannot  a  programme  whirh  aims  at  developing 
Australia  and  all  its  iiHcrests  to-day,  be  dealt 
with  on  its  merits?  Place  on  the  Treasury 
benches  some  other  Government  that  will  take 
up  our  policy  and  it  shall  have  our  support. 

Another  Government  was  placed  upon  the 
Treasury  bench  which  took  up  that  policy. 
Did  the  Prime  Minister  keep  his  promise? 
Did  be  give  to  the  new  Government  that 


support  which  he  had  pledged  himself  to 
give  to  it?  He  went  on  to  say  of  those 
with  whom  he  is  now  associated — 

The  leader  of  the  Opposition  will  not  think 
I  am  jesting  when  I  say  he  is  entitled  to 
our  sympathy.  He  has  his  ideas  and  his  policy. 
Whatever  may  be  said  of  them,  I  do  not  think 
they  are  the  ideas  or  the  policy  of  Auatralis» 
nor  do  I  think  they  wilt  ever  be.  He  finds  be- 
hind him  a  mixed  party  that  is  diminishing  at 
every  election.  ...  At  the  present  time  the 
right  honorable  member  has  behind  him  only 
the  wreckage  of  the  free  importing  party,  the 
wreckage  of  the  individualist  party,  the  wreck- 
age of  the  anti-Socialist  party,  and  the  wreckage 
of  the  colored  labour  party — all  are  to  be  found 
on  that  side  of  the  House.  .  .  .  On  the  Op- 
position benches  arc  clustered  the  wreckage  of 
the  parties  that  have  failed  in  this  House.  They 
will  always  gather  there  while  we  have  an  Op- 
position like  the  present,  linked  together,  not  so 
much  by  what  it  agrees  with  as  by  what  it  dis- 
agrees with.  .  .  .  When  we  are  asked  to  re- 
distribute this  House,  and  re-group  ourselves,  we 
have  to  ask  ourselves  with  what  members  we  are 
likely  to  be  identified  by  association.  ...  I 
see  in  this  House  many  gentlemen  with  whom 
it  would  be  a  privilege  to  act — some  with  whom 
we  have  acted,  and  others  with  whom  we  may 
act  again — but  we  also  see  here  the  remnants  I 
have  s|ioken  of,  with  whom  we  cannot  act. 

Now  the  Prime  Minister  is  acting  with  the 
honord}Je  members  whan  he  so  described. 
He  further  said — 

Why  is  it  iimwssible?  It  is  because  we  have 
a  distinctly  different  line  of  policy.  We  cannot 
associate  with  reactionaries. 

That  was  the  advice  which  my  leader  gave 
to  me  and  to  every  member  of  his  party — 
that  under  no  circimfistan(xs  whatever  could 
we  associate  with  reactionaries  and  be  true 
to  our  pledges  and  the  people  of  Australia. 
We  could  not  associate  with  the  enemies 
of  the  policy  which  we  had  pledged  our- 
selves to  put  through.  We  had  to  keep 
apart  from  them  aJtogether.  We  had  to 
hold  ourselves  firm,  as  we  had  done  before. 
But  now  what  do  we  see?  There  has 
evidently  been  a  surrender  of  principle  on 
the  part  of  scwne.  It  remains  to  be  seen 
by  whran  principle  has  been  surrendered— 
by  those  with  whom  I  was  at  one  time  as- 
sociated, or  by  those  formerly  led  by  the 
right  honorable  member  for  East  Sydney 
and  the  hon<»-able  member  for  Parramatta. 
Sitting  suspended  from  6.J0  to  7.45  fM- 
Mr.  CHANTER— When  the  House 
adjourned  for  dinner  I  had  just  oHicluded 
the  quotation  of  certain  statements  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Ballarat,  adviane 
the  members  of  the  party  he  then  led 
that  the  step  which  he  has  ance 
taken  should  not  be  taken.  Ap- 
parently, the  honorable-^  gentleman  had 
no  faith  in  his  ^iie94yfa*C}i@Jw  he  did 
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not  follow  it,  but  I  had  so  much  faith 
in  it  that  I  am  still  following  the  advice 
that  I  should  in  no  circumstances  become 
a  traitor  to  my  principles  and  pledges  and 
join  a  party  with  whan,  from  a  political 
point  of  view,  I  had  nothing  whatever  in 
axnmon.  The  honorable  member  for 
Ballarat  was  a  man  whom  I  \'enera- 
ted,  and  to  wliom  I  looked  for 
light  and  leading.  Another  great  fac- 
tor in  the  progress  of  Liberalism  in  Aus- 
tralia, and  which  has  done  more  perhaps 
than  any  other  organ  of  the  press  to  i>uild 
up  Liberalism,  is  the  Age  newspaper. 
From  its  establishment  the  Age  has  been 
the  ctuimpion  of  the  cause  of  the  people 
against  that  of  the  class  who  would  with- 
hold from  the  people  the  natural  jwivi- 
leges  which  the  Almighty  intended  every 
man  and  wcrnian  to  &njoy.  From  the  very 
moment  when  it  was  first  contemplated 
by  any  section  to  escape  the  inccmveniences 
ot  the  three-party  system  by  reducing  the 
number  of  parties  in  Parliament  to  two 
until  the  formation  of  the  fusion  Cabinet 
now  in  office,  the  Age  advised  all  its 
readers,  and  especially  all  Liberals  an^ 
Liberal-Protectionists,  to  have  nothing  to 
do  with  what  it  termed  "  the  unclean 
thing."  r  mention  this  in  order  to  show 
thai  in  the  action  I  have  taken  and  intend 
to  take,  I  am  following  the  advice  of  two 
trusted  leaders,  the  leader  of  the  Liberal- 
Protectionist  party  and  its  gieat  press 
champion,  the  Age  newspaper.  During 
last  year  and  the  presertt  year  the  Age 
continuously  published  articles  on  this 
questicMi.  I  do  not  propose  to  read  the 
whole  of  them,  as  it  would  take  me  all 
night  to  do  so;  but  I  shall  read  some  ex- 
tracts from  them  to  make  it  perfectly  clear 
that  the  advice  that  the  Age  tendered  was 
sound,  and  should  have  been  followed) 
not  merely  by  myself  but  bv  all  who  be- 
longed to  the  same  party.  On  the  loth 
August  last  year  the  Age  published  the 
following — 

All  the  talk  about  resolving  the  House  and  the 
constituencies  into  two  parties  is  no  better  than  so 
much  moonshine.  There  is  no  national  basis  of 
-.imalqnmation  between  the  comer  ultra-Conserva- 
tives who  have  shown  their  animosity  af;ainst  eflec- 
tive  Protection,  and  against  all  phases  of  the 
new  Protection,  and  the  Liberal  party  in  the 
House,  and  the  States,  which  want  both.  It  may 
very  well  be,  of  course,  that  the  Comer  Conser- 
vatives may  And  cnn(;cntal  partnerships  in  the 
Free  Trade  Conservative  ranks,  where  no  doubt 
such  of  them  as  may  survive  will  be  finally  ab- 
sorbed. That  is  quite  as  it  should  be.  But  the 
three  parlies  in  the  House — Conservative, 
Liberal,  and  Labour,  must  and  will  continue. 
And  these  same  three  parties  will  re-apjiear  in 


the  constituencies,  each  one  challenging  the  twc 
others  for  the  support  of  the  people. 

That  has  been  proved  to  be  the  case.  Last 
>ear  the  honorable  member  for  Wimmera 
was  scmewhat  active  in  an  endeavour  to 
bring  about  the  defeat  of  the  Labour 
party.  So  far  as  I  am  aware,  the  honor- 
able member  at  the  time  had  no  object  in 
view,  but  on  that  ptnnt  we  may  h^r  frcxn 
him  later.  He  advocated  very  strongly 
a  coalition  or  fusion,  and  the  Age  news- 
paper, in  referring  to  his  action,  said 
amongst  other  things — 

Mr.  Sampson  knows  that  men  like  Mr.-  Knox, 
and  Messrs.  LiTingst<»ie  and  the  two  Irviaes, 
and  Wilson,  are  everytliing  which  a  Liberal  in 
politics  would  prefer  not  to  be. 

Further  on  still,  referring  to  the  honor- 
able member  for  Wimmera,  the  Age  said — 
He  seems  to  think  that  a  "Combined  party " 
can  be  formed  by  the  mere  walking  over  of  a 
leader.  He  never  asks  himself  what  a  '*Com- 
bined  party  "  is.  If  he  had  done  this,  he  must 
have  seen  that  a  "Combined  party "  must  have 
a  purpose,  a  definite  policy.  What  would  be  the 
purpose  of  a  "Combined  party"  composed  of 
Dcakinites,  Comer  memlwrs,  and  the  Free 
Trade  Opposition,  on  what  policy  could  they 
combine?    They  have  nothing  in  common. 

That  is  absolutely  true,  and  the  Age  never 
I)ublished  a  truer  statement. 

Mr.  Mathews. — It  was  true  then,  and 
it  is  true  now. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— Exactly ;  that  state- 
ment is  as  true  rrow  as  it  was  when  it  was 
written.    The  Age  went  on  to  say — 

Assuming  that  Mr,  Deakin  were  to  hearken 
again  to  this  delusive  counsel — as  he  did  once 
before — he  would  be  guilty  of  the  unpardonable 
follv  of  splittinq  in  twam  his  small  team  of 
Progressives.  It  is  certain  that  in  the  Minis 
terial  fifteen  there  are  men  who  would  refuse 
even  under  pressure  of  loyalty  to  their  chief,  t< 
sink  themselves  and  the  Liberal  Protectionis 
cause  in  the  ranks  of  their  inveterate  opponents 

That  also  is  just  as  true  now  as  it  was  whei 
it  was  written.  A  few  hcmorable  mem- 
bers, and  I  am  sorry  to  say  they  are  so 
few.  have  taken  the  advice  of  that  great 

newspaper  and  have  absolutely  refused  to 
trust  themselves  and  their  cause  to  those 
who  make  up  the  ranks  of  their  inveterate 
r«litical  enemies.  The  Age  article  con- 
tinued— 

The  Liberals  and  the  Labour  party  are  the 
Progressive  party,  the  Liberals  being  the 
mnderale  section  of  that  party. 
Dealing  with  the  same  question  in  an  ar- 
ticle published  on  the  5th  February  of  this 
year,  the  Age  said — 

Everybody  knows  that,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
there  is  but  a  shade  of  difference  between  the 
I.tbernls  and  Labour  programme,  whilst  there 
is  a  wide  interval  between  the  Lit>«tti>^lr::»nd  the 
Conservatives  led  iSV'J  Mr.  Joseph'H®^^ 
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There  is  as  wide  a  difference  now  as  there 
was  in  February  last  when  the  Age  pub- 
lished these  comments.  We  have  heard  a 
great  deal  on  the  question  of  State  Rights, 

and  will  probably  hear  much  more 
on  the  same  subject  The  champion  of  the 
Government  told  us  this  afternoon  that 
everything  will  be  all  right  now,_  because 
we  have  a  Government  who  are  .friendly  to 
the  State  Rights  party  and  who  on  that 
account  will  be  able  to  secure  certain  things 
which  it  would  be  impossible  for  a  Govern- 
ment formed  of  any  other  section  in  the 
House  to  obtain.  Dealing  with  the  State 
Rights  question,  I  quote  the  following 
from  the  same  article  published  in  the 
Age— 

The  principles  which  underlie  the  question* 
of  State  rights  and  of  nationalism  are  really 
Radical.  In  this  state  of  things  the  State  RighU 
party  in  Australia  is  naturally  the  Conserva- 
tive pnrtv,  and  Conservatism  is  tenacious  of  the 
widest  interpretation  of  State  rights.  On  the 
contrary,  the  Liberal  party  anif  the  Labour 
party  are  naturally  instinct  with  the  teutimnit 
of  nationalism,  with  a  tendency  to  mintmue 
State  rights.  One  of  the  constant  reproaches  made 
by  the  Opposition  against  the  Deakin  Govern- 
ment was  that  in  its  new  Protection  policy  and 
its  financial  prouosals  it  sought  to  infringe  the 
rights  of  the  State. 

All  these  bodies  are  now  associated,  and 
naturally  through  that  association  the  hon- 
orable  member  for  Echuca  would  say 
that  everything  is  all  right— not  only  State 
rights,  but  every  other  right— because  this 
is  a  friendly  Government.  To  whom  is 
ie  friendlv?  As  the  Age  says,  it  is 
friendU ,  liot  to  the  champiwis  of  Australia 
and  Australian  nationalism,  but  to  the 
enemies  of  Australia  and  Australian  na- 
tionalism, and  to  the  parochia  lists.  Words 
could  not  possiblv  noint  a  more  damaging 
blow  at  the  fusion 'which  has  taken  place 
than  those  I  have  just  quoted  frran  the 
Age.    It  continues  : — 

The  difference  between  Liberals  and  Conserva- 
tives on  these  matters  is  radical.  The  Conserva- 
tives are  shrewd  enough  to  perceive  it,  and  they 
are  quite  aware  that  the  great  majority  of  the 
people,  as  represented  in  the  separate  Labour 
and  Liberal  camps,  are  strong  enough  to  secure 
the  triumph  of  nationalism,  as  against  the 
narrower  policy  of  State  domination.  Once 
the  Liberal  party  should  be  so  foolish  as  to 
fraternise  or  unite  with  the  Opposition  it  would 
be  merged  into  a  mass  of  Conservatism  stronger 
than  itself,  and  helpless  at  the  feet  of  the  re- 
actionaries. 

That  is  the  case.  There  can  be  no  denying 
that  the  section  of  the  party  therein  alluded 
to  has  merged  itself  with  a  larger  num- 
ber; and  tlw  dominating  influence  of  the 
latter,  not  only  in  the  Cabinet,  but  in  the 
Mr.  Chanter. 


partv,  will  lead  to  stagnation  where 
the  Age  and  all  true  Liberals  wanted  fo  see 
progressive  legislation  in  the  interests  of  the 
pet^le.  In  the  following  March  the  Age 
wjnAe: — 

Now,  thanks  to  the  hysterical  outburst  of  the 
reactionaries  on  Mr.  Deakin's  Tasmaniaa 
speeches,  the  Conservative  attitude  is  made  quite 
c'.ear.  No  one  ever  believed  that  he  (Mr.  Joseph 
Coolc)  could  bring  over  to  a  Liberal  alliance  such 
frigid  Tories  as  Messrs.  Bruce  Smith,  Liddell, 
Archer,  Rowden,  Foxton,  Fuller,  oad  Willis. 
Such  an  alliance  would  have  been  as  unnaturaJ 
as  the  marriage  of  a  lamb  and  a  leopard.  Con- 
servatism fully  understood  this  alt  along.  But 
it  was  astutelv  bent  on  the  destruction  o£  the 
Deakin  party,  and  it  was  under  no  illusion  in 
concluding  that  if  by  a  certain  Coalition  trap 
it  could  catch  the  Liberal  leader,  the  demolition 
of  Liberalism  at  the  ensuing  general  elections 
would  be  quite  an  easy  matter  to  accomplish. 

I  echo  every  word  of  that  statement,  and 
I  do  so  without  intending  any  offence,  be- 
cause I  am  speaking  only  politically.  His- 
tory repeats  itself.    The'  Prime  Minister 
had  to  allude  to  the  history  of  the  past  I 
warned  him  then,  as  I  respectfully  warn 
him  now,  that  he  has  to  meet  that  again. 
If  he  has  anv  value  for  the  reputation 
which  he  has  built  up,    and   deserved!  \ 
built  up,  in  Australia,  he  will  find  that 
the  only  oossible  way  in  which  he  can  ever 
retain   it    is   by   dissociating   himself  as 
rapidly    as   possible    from    the  fusion 
party,     and     returndn|[     to     the  fold 
which,     in       my    opmion,     he  ne\-ei 
should  have  left.    That  is,  I  will  not  say 
the  design,  but  the  effect  of  the  relations. 
Whom  has  he  taken  over  to  help  him  to 
carry    progressive    measures  ?     Nc*  the 
friends  of  the  measures,  but  thdr  absolute 
declared  enemies— the  men  who,  on  this 
side,  declaimed  night  after  night  for  months 
against  the  legislation  yvhich  he  now  pro- 
poses, according  to  the  memorandum  he 
read,  to  ask  Parliament  to  pass.    Such  are 
the  men  from  whom  he  seeks  assistance  to 
carry  his  proposals.    Can  he  hope  to  get 
their  assistance?    They  cannot,  I  repeat, 
assist  him  without  becoming    traitors  to 
their  principles  and  pledges.    And  if  thev 
do  not  give  him  their  a$»stance,  what  will 
be  the  position  in  which  he  will  have  placed 
not  only  the  party,  but  the  House?  It 
will  be  a  positicm  of  absolute  stagnation, 
a  kind  of  marking  time;  no  buaness  will 
be  transacted,    because    one  sude  cannot 
agree  with  the  other.     If  there  is  anv 
yielding,  it  is  very  easy  for  any  honorable 
member    to    determine    which  side — the 
smaller  number  or  the  larger  niunber--will 
gi\'e  way. 
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win  be  noted,  was  only  a  few  days  before 
Parliament  met,  the  Age  wrote  in  these 
terms : — 

The  one  tbiag  which  stands  out  conspicuously 
ia  the  present  political  situation  is  that  the 
Leader  of  the  Liberal  party  is  preparing  once 
again  to  split  that  party  into  two  sections,  and 
thus  virtually  wipe  it  out  of  existence.  Of 
course,  Mr.  Deakin  does  not  contemplate  this. 
No  one  suspects  him  of  an  act  of  deliberate 
treachery  to  his  own  party.  But  any  one  who 
opens  his  eyes  can  see  plainly  that  that  must  be 
the  immediate  result  of  any  fusion  with  the 
Conservative  parties    of    the    Comer  and  the 

straight  Opposition  It  is  quite  well 

known  that  nothing  Mr.  Deakin  may  do  or  say 
will  induce  the  solid  body  of  Liberals  to  go 
over  and  follow  a  ConservatiTe  Government 
led  jointly  by  Sir  John  Forrest  and  Mr.  Cook. 
To  do  so  would  be  to  play  the  part  of  rank 
treachery  to  the  electors  who  sent  them  into 
Parliament.  It  is  inconceivable  that  Messrs. 
Wise,  Mauger,  Hume  Cook,  Chanter,  Coon,  Sal- 
mon, and  Sir  William  Lyne,  could  dream  of 
such  an  alliance  as  that  mentioned.  They  could 
not  meet  their  electors  after  such  a  volte  face, 
and  such  a  turning  of  their  backs  on  all  the 

frofessions  on  which  they  gained  their  seats.  .  . 
n  1904,  when  Mr.  Deakin  made  the  great  mis- 
take of  coalition  be  did  so  in  defiance  of  a 
form.il  resolution  carried  in  a  meeting  of  his 
party.  A  caucus  meeting  of  the  Liberal  party 
of  that  day  was  held,  and  the  question  of  coali- 
tion fully  considered.  A  majority  declared 
against  it,  and  Mr.  Deakin  left  that  meeting 
with  the  understanding  that  he  would  loyally 
observe  tlie  resolution  arrived  at. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — 'That  is  not  an 
accurate  statement,  as  the  honorable  mem- 
ber knows. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— That  statement  is 
challenged.  I  rely,  not  upon  tTie  Age,  but 
upon  my  own  observation,  because  I  was  at 
the  meeting. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — So  was  I. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— Yes.  The  honorable 
member  for  Bendigo  submitted  a  motion 
diat  tile  party  shcHild  not  agree  to  the  pro- 
posed coaliticm.  His  pr<^)06ition  was  dis- 
cussed by  almost  every  ramber  of  the 
party,  and  it  was  carri^  without  one  dis- 
senting voice.  There  was  never  another 
meeting  of  the  party  called,  and  one  sec- 
tion found  that,  unknown  to  them,  a  coali- 
tion had  been  formed  with  the  honorable 
member  foe  East  Sydney. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — We  were  unani- 
mous, were  we? 

Mr.  CHANTER. — There  was  not  one 
dissenting  voice  at  the  meeting. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  hoijorable 
member  knows  better  than  that ;  there  was 
n  ;;ood  deal  of  opposition. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  am  stating  what 
is  [he  trnth.  The  motion  of  the  honorable 
[31}— 2 


member  for  Bendigo  was  debated  by  al- 
most  every  member  of  the  party,  and  wh«i 
a  vote  was  taken  there  was  not  one  hand 
held  up  against  it.  The  next  thing  wo 
knew  was  that  the  party  had  been  split 
into  two  sections  1^  its  leado-  acting  in 
conjunction  with  some  one  else.  I  do  not 
know  with  whom  he  acted,  but  certainly  the 
fact  remains  that  the  thing  was  done.  Again 
history  repeats  itself.  Before  a  meeting  of 
the  party  was  called  on  a  recent  occasion, 
the  present  Treasurer  was  sent  to  Sydney 
in  company  with  Sir  Rc^rt  Best.  He  was 
not  then  a  memb»  of  our  party. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  was  not  sent;  ] 
went. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— Did  not  the  honor- 
able  gCTitleman  have  a  conference  with 
the  honorable  member  for  Baliarat  befcffe 
he  went? 

Sir  John  Fohrbst. — Yes,  but  I  was  not 
sent. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— Did  not.  the  honor- 
able gentleman  know  eza^Iy  vhat  he  was 
to  do? 

■  Six  John  Forrest. — I  was  not  sent. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— What  right  had  the 
honorable  gentleman  to  go  as  a  plenipo- 
tentiary? What  right  had  any  one  whc 
was  not  in  the  Liberal  party  to  go  to  Syd- 
ney when  I  and  others  knew  nothing 
about  it  ?  Was  it  loyal  to  the  party  tc 
do  that?  What  right  had  other  members 
of  the  party  who  were  then  adnsing  the 
honorable  member  for  Baliarat — I  am 
sorrv  to  say  to  his  doom — to  take  a  certain 
step?  Why  was  not  the  party  called  to- 
gether, as  m  a  previous  oocaaon? 

Mr.  Hedges. — ^They  could  not  trust  the 
honorable  member. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  have  been  in  the 
political  life  of  Australia  for  twenty-four 
years.  During  that  period  I  have  been 
trusted,  and  my  word  has  been  taken  wher- 
ever it  has  been  heard  or  read.  The  hon- 
orable member  has  not  been  here  for  three 
years,  and  I  wonder  how  many  honorable 
members  trust  his  wcwd.  That  is  my  reply 
to  his  interjection. 

Mr.  Hedges. — Age  does  nbt  prove 
honest  v. 

Mr. 'CHANTER.— No.  I  do  not  know 
that  there  is  very  much  difference  between 
the  honorable  member's  age  and  mine.  He 
looks  more  juvenile  than  I  do. 

Mr.  Hedges. — I  have  not  had  a  chance 
to  go  wrong. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I^agtdoesinpt  prove 
honesty,  it  shoet^Jj^^liedWW^glSre  bot^ 
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old  enough  to  know  better.  I  certainly 
know  right  from  wrong,  and  I  am  trying  to 
pursue  the  right  course,  but  I  cannot  say 
so  much  for  the  honorable  member  who 
has  interrupted  me.  Such  is  the  position 
in  regard  to  parties.  I  should  not  have 
made  these  remarks  but  for  the  interjec- 
tion of  the  Treasurer. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  objected  to  the 
honorable  member  saying  that  I  was  sent ; 
that  is  all. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— If  the  honorable 
member  was  not  sent,  he  went  with  the 
approval  of'  the  hcHiOTable  member  for  Bai- 
larat. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  went. 

Jlr.  CHANTER.— I  had  my  informa- 
tion from  one  who  is  now  a  colleague 
of  the  right  honorable  gentleman,  and  also 
from  the  honorable  member  for  Hume. 
The  latter  said  that  he  spoke  to  the  honor- 
able member  for  Ballarat  an  hour  or  two 
after  the  latter  had  seen  the  right  honor- 
able member,  and  that  he  then  admitted 
that  the  right  honorable  member  had  gone 
to  S]rdjwy  charged  with  the  responsil^lity 
of  faringmg  abmit  u  oonlition  with  the 
ennnies  of  Liberalism.  It  is  immaterial 
whether  the  right  honorable  member  was 
sent  by  the  honorable  member  for  Ballarat 
or  asked  whether  he  might  go,  the  honw- 
able  member  for  Ballarat,  saying,  "  Yes, 
go,  and  I  shall  fall  in  with  what  you  da" 
He  has  certainly  fallen  in ;  so  deeply  that 
I  am  afraid  that  he  will  never  get  out 
again. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Honorable  mem- 
bers are  very  sore  about  the  matter  ! 

Mr.  CHANTER.— There  is  reason  f<M- 
feeling  sore.  That  interjection  should  not 
have  oome  from,  the  right  honorable  gentle- 
man, who  once  spoke  about  "eating  dirt." 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  never  did. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— The  right  honorable 
gentleman  thought  so  little  of  his  present 
leader  that,  when  the  latter  was  physically 
weak,  and  needed  the  assistance  of  a  strong 
man.  he  left  him,  and  joined  the  reaction- 
aries who  were  then  sitting  on  the  Opposi- 
tion cross-bendies. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — MisrefM-esentation 
is  all  that  the  hcmoraUe  member  is  capable 
of. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— It  is  within  every 
one's  knnwledffe  that  the  right  honorable 
member  left  the  Denkin  Government  when 
most  of  us  thought  that  he  should  not  leave 
it.  sinre  Ills  chief  at  the  time  was  griev- 
otish'  sick,  .nnd  needed  help  to  guide  the 
ship  of  State  into  smooth  waters.  The 


right  hoowable  gentleman  left  the  side  man 
and  his  friends,  to  ccmsort  with  bis 
enemies,  and  time  and  again  took  acti<m 
with  a  view  to  defeating  those  with  whom 
he  had  formerly  been  associated. 

Mr.  Mathews. — The  right  honorable 
gentleman  would  not  have  left  his  leader 
had  he  thought  that  he  would  remain  in 
Opposition  so  long. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  do  not  impute 
motives. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  have  given  the 
reascms  for  what  I  did  <hi  the  oocasioQ  re- 
ferred to,  but  the  honorable  memdier  will 
not  believe  me. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  have  ne\-er  doubted 
the  right  honoraUe  gentleman's  word. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Then  why  does 
not  the  honorable  member  accept  my  ex- 
planatiai? 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  have  not  heard  it. 
I  should  like  to  hear  what  the  right  honor- 
able gentleman  has  to  say  on  tlw  subject. 
Having  done  so,  I  shall  be  glad,  if  in  tbe 
wrong,  to  withdraw  my  remarks,  and 
apologize  for  them.  To  continue  my  quo- 
tation frcra  the  Age — 

In  igo4,  wheo  Mr.  Deakio  made  the  fptal 
mistake  of  coalition,  he  did  so  in  defiance  of  a 
formal  resolution  carried  in  a  meetioi;  of  hit 
party,  A  caucus  meeting  of  the  Liberal  party 
of  that  day  was  held,  and  tbe  question  of  coal- 
ition fully  considered.  A  majority  declared 
against  it,  and  Mr.  Deakin  left  that  meetinf 
with  the  underslandinc  that  he  would  loyally  ob- 
serve the  resolution  arrived  at.  He  did  not  do 
so,  but  met  Mr.  Reid  and  arranged  the  terms  of 
a  coalition.  He  then  split  his  party  in  two,  as 
he  was  able  to  carry  only  about  one  half  of  it 
with  him  into  the  new  arrangement.  That  was 
the  first  great  blow  which  the  integrity  of  the 
Federal  Liberal  party  received.  Now  history 
is  repeating  itself.  It  may  be  true,  as 
is  alleged,  that  certain  of  the  Liberal 
members  have  been  bringing  much  pres- 
sure to  bear  on  their  leaders.  Some  of  them, 
with  an  eye  on  their  electorates,  are  known  to 
desire  amalgamation  at  any  cost.  But  that  is  no 
iusttlication  for  the  course  pursued. 

Is  it  not  true  that  certain  hOTorable  mem- 
bers, who  entered  Parliament  as  Pr<xec- 
tiOTiists,  voted  with  the  Free  Traders  in 
almost  every  division  bn  the  Tariff,  so 
that,  had  it  not  been  for  the  Labour  party, 
that  great  instrument  for  securing  the  pn>- 
gress  and  prosperity  of  Australia  would 
not  ha^-e  been  enacted  ?  While  before  the 
electors  they  termed  themselves  the  friends 
of  Protecti(m  and  Liberalism,  huA  their 
votes— and  it  is  TOtes  that  talk  in  politics 
— went  for  Free  Trade.  So  annojed  was 
the  Prime  Minister  that,  on  wie  occas'cn 
when  they  wished  to  join  him,  he  refuse*! 
to  associate  with  thera.    Now  his  party  is 
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merged  in  theirs,  and,  instead  of  ccmtrol- 
ling  them,  they  contnd  him.  The  Age 
stated  in  regard  to  the  efforts  to  form  a 
cx)aliti(xi — 

We  read  in  the  reports  tbat  Mr.  Deakin  ga.rc 
Sir  John  Forrest  earte  blanche  to  negotiate  with 
Mr.  Joseph  Cook. 

If  that  is  so,  the  right  honorable  gentle- 
man was  sent  to  Sydney  by  the  Prime  Min- 
ister, and  given  a  free  hand  in  the  negotia- 
tions with  the  then  Leader  of  the  Oppoa- 
tion.  The  Agfi  pertinently  asked  (who 
authorized  him  to  do  that.  Certainly  the 
party  did  not. 

What  we  urge  is  that  the  Liberal  party  should 
refuse  definitely  to  be  made  a  play-thiog  of, 
and  that  it  should  meet  and  speak  for  itself. 
If  it  wishes  to  commit  the  unhappv  despatch,  it 
should  at  least  die  by  its  own  hand,  and  not  be 
slaughtered  by  its  leader,  as  it  was  ia  iqo4. 

Those  sentences  contain  an  appeal  to  every 
Liberal  in  Australia  to  stand  firm  and  true 
to  his  principles,  and  under  no  circum- 
stances to  palter  with  them.  There  is  no 
justification  for  an  alliance  with  political 
enanies.  On  the  I'jih  May,  a  leading  ar- 
ticle published  in  the  Age  said — 

Whatever  else  Mr.  Joseph  Cook  is,  and  how. 
ever  hunitry  he  may  be  for  office,  he  at  least 
sturdily  maintains  toe  Conservative  Free  Trade 
stand  against  the  new  Protection.  He  will  not 
hear  of  it,  even  in  the  way  of  compromise.  The 
Federal  Government  is  able  to  give  Protection  to 
the  employer,  but  not  to  the  employ^.  The 
national  programme  makes  it  a  first  duty  to  ex- 
tend this  power  to  the  National  Parliament.  To 
the  true  Federalist  it  is  a  monstrous  proposition 
that  such  a  right  should  be  withheld  from  the 
Commonwealth.  But  Mr.  Cook,  true  to  his 
party,  says  he  will  not  have  it.  He  regards  it 
as  being  bound  up  with  the  question  of  State 
Rights.  And  he  is  a  State  Rights  man  to  the 
core.  That  is  the  very  badge  of  Conservatism — 
this  maintenance  of  the  powers  of  the  States 
and  the  consequent  limitation  of  the  National 
Parliament,  and  the  Conservatives  are  right  from 
their  point  of  view.  The  States,  with  their 
limited  franchise,^  in  their  Upper  Chambers  are 
the  strongholds  o'f  Australian  Conservatism.  It 
is  these  Chambers  which  have  been  able  so  lonr 
to  prevent  any  fair  and  scientific  system  of 
State  taxation.  They  are  the  solid  and  effec- 
tive blocks  to  legislative  progress.  They  are 
the  brakes  on  the  political  wheels  everywhere. 

He  (Mr.  Joseph  Cook)  has  given  the  most  point 
blank  contradiction  tn  all  those  members  of  his 
parlv  who  have  been  assuring  us  that  nothing 
vital  separates  Liberalism  and  Conservatism.  He 
has  shown  that  no  union  can  lake  place  with 
Liberalism  except  on  the  basis  of  a  great  sur- 
render on  the  part  of  the  Liberal  narty.  In- 
deed, the  price  of  that  union  must  be  the  an- 
nihilation of  Liberalism  as  a  progressive  force. 

That  statement  is  as  true  to-day,  now  that 
the  act  has  been  consummated,  as  it  was 
when  it  was  first  thundered  forth  by  this 


great  daily  journal.  It  was  a  warning  to 
the  Liberals — from  the  chie£  to  thei 
humblest  member  of  the  party — not  to 
talce  this  step.  But  the  majority  of  the 
members  of  that  party  have  acted  in  defi* 
ance  of  that  warning,  and  because  I  and 
two  ox  three  others  have  heeded  it,  some 
honorable  members  opposite  would  say 
that  we  have  deserted  our  party.  Thank 
God,  vre  have  notv  We  are*  the  same  party 
to-day  as  we  were  before  the  fusion  took 
place.  We  may  be  fewer  in  ntmibers,  but 
we  have  not  broken  our  pledges,  and  there 
is  no  blot  upon  our  escutcheons.  We  may 
have  been  wrong  in  the  views  we  held,  but 
we  submitted  ourselves  to  the  electors,  and 
pledged  ourselves,  as  men  of  honour,  to 
endeavour  to  carry  out  our  pledges  and 
to  associate  in  this  House  <xily  with  those 
who  would  help  us  to  give  effect  to  them 
as  quickly  as  possible.  We  have  kept  the 
pledge  that  we  gave  the  electors,  and  we 
intend  to  keep  it.  I  shall  conclude  my 
quotations  from  the  Age  with  the  following 
ertract  :— 

Liberalism  has  no  room  for  men  who  are  fair- 
weather  pilots,  and  who  faint  and  collapse 
in  a  crisis.  Labour,  with  all  its  drawbacks  and 
limitations,  is  in  possession,  and  is  pointing  the 
path  of  progress.  If  it  is  to  be  displaced  it 
should  not  be  in  order  that  a  period  of  political 
stagnation  should  snpervene. 

Those  are  weighty  words,  and  I  have  fol- 
lowed the  advice  given  by  this  great  morn- 
ing newspaper.  As  I  have  said  On  other 
occa^ons,  I  care  not  what  the  ctaise- 
quences  may  be  to  me  personally ;  I  have 
chosen  the  path  that  every  true  man  ought 
to  follow,  and  it  is  the  path  that  I  urged 
my  late  colleagues  to  take.  Better  for  us 
to  have  remained,  even  for  ten  years  or 
more,  a  party  of  fifteen,  true  to  our  prin- 
ciples, than  for  any  of  us  to  forsake  them 
in  order  to  secure  a  temporary  victory,  or 
to  form  an  alliaiice  meaning  the  sacrifice 
not  only  of  our  own  principles,  but  of  thou- 
sands of  the  electors  who  trusted  us  to 
endeavour  to  give  effect  to  them.  If  I  have 
done  wrong,  my  masters,  the  electors,  will 
deal  with  me.  But  I  feel  in  my  heart  that 
I  have  not.  I  feel  that  I  have  taken  the 
CHily  right  course  open  to  me,  and  that  there 
was  no  justificati<Mi  for  the  formation  of 
the  present  Government.  I  am  convinced 
that  there  was  fio  warrant  for  the  fusion. 
The  programme  put  forward  by  the  Lib- 
eral party  in  igo6  did  not  differ  to  the 
extent  of  a  pin's  point  from  that  of  the 
Labour  party's  programme. 
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Mr.  CHANTER.— I  shall  read  the  two 
programmes  if  the  right  honorable  member 

desires  it. 

Sir  John  Fokiest.  '  If  there  is  no  dif- 
ference between  the  two  programmes,  it  is 
open  for  the  hcmorable  member  to  joan  the 
Labour  party. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  repeat  that  there 
was  no  difference  between  the  programme 
of  the  Labour  party  and  that  of  the  Deakin 
party  in  1906.  After  the  displacement  of 
the  Deakin  Government  last  year,  and  the 
coming  into  power  of  the  Fisher  Govern- 
ment, the  two  policies  differed  in  only  one 
respect,  and  that  was  the  proposal  of  the 
Labour  party  to  impose  a  progressive  land 
tax.  On  all  other  p<xnts  we  were  in  abso- 
lute agreement. 

Sir  John  Quick. — Then  why  was  the 
Labour  party  opposing  Liberals  in  the 
constituencies  ? 

Mr.  CHANTER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber  should  direct  that  question  to  the 
Leader  of  the  Labour  party.  The  honw- 
able  member's  interjection  opens  up  an- 
other questi<m,  to  which  I  have  devoted 
calm  and  dispassionate  attention,  and  I 
feel  that  the  fact  that  such  opposition  was 
threatened  was  no  justification  for  mem- 
bers of  the  Liberal  party  joining  the  Coali- 
tion. Were  we  to  ally  ourselves  with  our 
enemies  in  order  to  do  away  with  the  pos- 
sibility of  oppo^tion  and  of  defeat  at  the 
next  general  election?  Were  we  to  con- 
aider  our  own  personal  interests  more  than 
our  pledges  to  the  people?  No!  It  was 
our  duty  to  leave  it  to  the  people  them- 
selves to  dtetermine — whether  there  were 
three  or  thirty  candidates  in  the  field — who 
.  should  carry  their  flag,  and  give  effect  to 
the  policy  of  which  they  approved.  The 
excuse  now  mouthed  by  the  Postmaster- 
General  for  the  forming  of  the  Coalition 
has  been  put  forward  again  and  again,  but 
there  is  no  justification  for  it.  As  I  am 
not  a  member  of  the  Labour  party,  and 
know  nothing  of  their  methods,  the  honor- 
able gentlemen,  I  repeat,  should  put  his 
question  to  the  leader  of  that  party.  I 
do  not  know  what  was  their  justification 
for  the  ccHitemplated  acticm,  but  I  do  know 
that  there  was  no  justification  for  ignoring 
our  pledges. 

Mr.  Palmer. — Were  the  members  of  the 
Liberal  party  to  be  as  sheep  before  the 
shearers  ? 

Mr.  CHANTER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber ought  to  know  more  about  sheep  than  I 
do,  since  he  is  part  owner  of  a  very  large 
sheep  station,  whilst  I  do  not  own  CTen  a 


Mary's  "little  lamb."  I  certainly  know 
something  about  sheep,  and  I  am  sorry  that 
my  friends — the  sheep  who  formerly  be- 
longed to  our  party — are  now  at  the  mercy 
of  the  Conservati\e  Free  Trade  wolves. 
They  will  certainly  be  shorn  by-and-by. 

Mr.  Hedges. — Give  them  a  name.  I 
should  like  to  know  the  name  of  one  of 
them. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— If  the  honorable 
member  wants  a  better  name  with  which 
to  designate  the  party,  let  him  coin  one 
for  himself.  I  do  not  know  of  anything 
more  distasteful  to  an  h<morabIe  man  than 
a  statement  that  he  has  been  a  traitor  to 
his  principles.  That  has  not  been,  and  will 
not  be,  said  of  me.  Whetha  my  principles 
be  good,  bad,  or  indifferent,  I  shall  stand 
by  than,  and  should  I  ever  entertain  any 
doubts  in  regard  to  than,  I  shall  go  to  m'v 
electors  and  say,  *'  I  have  changed  my 
mind;  do  you  approve  of  my  doing  so?" 

Mr.  Hedges. — Has  the  honorable  mem- 
ber never  changed  his  mind? 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  have,  but  not  in 
regard  ,  to  great  {winciples.  My  oonvicti(xi5 
are  the  result,  ncA  of  a  few  minutes'  con- 
sideration, but  of  lifelong  re^dence  in  Aus- 
tralia, and  a  study  of  the  necessities  of 
the  people.  I  have  arrived  at  th«n,"  not  bv 
any  regard  for  my  own  personal  well- 
being,  or  for  that  of  those  belonging  to  me, 
but  as  the  result  of  careful  consideration  of 
the  necessities  of  the  great  mass  of  the 
people  for  whom  we  are  here  to  legislate. 
If  my  horawable  friend  can  say  as  much, 
I  commend  him  for  it.  The  Treasurer 
took  me  to  task  just  now  bv  interjection  for 
saying  that  there  was  no  difference,  except 
in  one  particular,  between  the  policy  of  the 
Deakin  party  in  1906  and  that  of  the 
Labour  party.  In  the  Governor-General's 
speech  of  this  year,  which  represents  the 
policy  of  the  Fisher  party,  it  was  stated 
that  we  should  be  invited,  to  consider — 

The  financial  relations  of  the  Commonwealth 
and  the  States,  with  the  view  of  equitably  ad- 
justing them. 

Are  we  to  understand  from  the  honorable 
member  for  Echuca  that  there  is  to  be  a 
oxnplete  surrender  to  the  States  on  this 
questicxi,  or  are  we  to  hear  later  fwwn  the 
Treasurer  what  the  arrangements  really  are? 
All  we  know  at  present  is  that  the  Fisher 
Government  said  they  would  come  to  an  ar- 
rangement with  the  States,  and  made  their 
proposals.  The  then  Prime  Minister  said 
that  the  Government  were^prepared  on  be 
half  of  the  Fedof  g^dB^aktikdidig  KS  grant 
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tlie  States  a  fixed  payment  of  j^5,ooo,ooo 
per  anninn. 

Mr.  FiSH^. — With  ;^25o,ooo  as  a 
special  allowance  to  Western  Australia. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— Exactly.  It  had 
also  been  proposed  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Hume,  the  previous  Treasurer,  to 
^^rant  the  States  a  fixed  annual  payment 
'jf  ;^6,ooo,ooo.  The  right  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Swan,  who  preceded  the  honorable 
member  for  Hume  as  Treasurer,  had  also 
made  certain  offers  to  the  State  Govern- 
ments. All  those  Governments  and  Trea- 
surers knew  the  desire  of  the  people,  and 
the  object  of  the  ten  year  period  in  the 
Constitution,  and  they  all  had  an  evident 
ilesire  to  settle  the  question  before  that 
iwriod  had  elapsed,  so  that  the  States  and 
the  Commonwealth  would  know  exactly 
where  they  were.  Now  we  are  told  in  .1 
memorandum  submitted  bv  the  Government 
that  the  matter  is  to  be  hung  up  for  an- 
other five  years.  The  final  settlement  of 
the  c^uestion  was  a  part  of  the  previous 
Deakm  policy,  and  also  of  the  Fisher 
policy ;  but  the  Deakin  policy,  now  that  the 
Prime  Minister  has  associated  himself  with 
others,  is:  "We  cannot  settle  the  matter 
now.  We  shall  hang  it  up  for  five  years, 
and  make  a  compromise."  With  wh<Mn 
has  the  honorable  gentleman  associated  him- 
self? Is  it  with  those  who  wish  to  put  the 
Commonwealth  Parliament  in  a  preeminent 
position  over  the  Parliaments  of  the  States, 
or  with  those  who  want  to  make  the  national 
Parliament  subordinate  to  the  States  ? 
Again,  the  Fisher  Government  announced 
that  proposals  would  be  submitted  "  for  a 
Commonwealth  silver  and  paper  Currency." 
There  is  no  doubt  about  the  silver  cur- 
rency question,  for  the  Treasurer  has 
already  indicated  that  it  is  a  part  of  the 
present  Govemmeht's  policy,  while,  on  the 
authority  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Hume,  we  know  that,  when  the  right  hon- 
orable member  for  Swan  was  previously  in 
office  as  Treasurer,  the  then  Government 
^vere  prepared  to  undertake  a  note  issue, 
and  a  Bill  was  actually  prepared  for  that 
purpose.  There  is,  therefore,  no  difference 
between  the  two  policies  on  that  point.  The 
Fisher  Government  announced  that — 

Proposals  will  be  submitted  to  you  for  the 
ameadtnent  of  the  Coastitution  to  enable  Pallia* 
ment  to  protect  the  interests  of  the  consumer 
and  insure  a  fair  and  reasonable  wage  to  every 
worker  in  the  Commonwealth.  In  protected 
and  unprotected  industries  this  will  be  secured 
through  such  extension  of  the  industrial  powers 
of  the  Parliament  as  may  be  necessary.  It  is 
proposed  also  to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of  Par* 


liament  with  regard  lo  trusts  and  combinations 
in  testraiot  of  tiade,  and  to  provide  for  the 
nationaltzatioD  of  monopolies. 

Every  word  of  that  might  have  been  written 
by  the  present  Prime  Minister  wnen  he 
was  head  of  my  party,  for  he  agreed,  just 
as  the  Fisher  Government  proposed,  to  ask 
the  people  in  a  direct  manner  to  empower 
this  Parliament  to  take  control  of  indus- 
trial legislation.    But  we  are  now  told  by 
the  Ministerial  memorandum,  and  in  more 
detail  bv  the  honorable  member  for  Echuca, 
that  whatever  power  is  to  be  sought  in  that 
.direction  is  to  be  obtained,  not  directly, 
but  in  a  very  roundabout  way.    Scxne  time 
in  the  future  an  Inter-State  Commission 
is  to  be  appointed,  and  if  a  State,  or  some 
one  in  the  State,  is  dissatisfied,  the  Com- 
mission may  constitute  itself  a  Court  of 
Appeal  to  adjust  the  conditions  of  labour 
and  the  differences  arising  betwe«i  emploj  er 
and  employed.  -How  long  would  that  pro- 
cess take  ?    How  many  members  will  con- 
stitute the  CcMnmission  ?      If  honorable 
memt)ers  refer  to  the  Constitution  to  ascer- 
tain the  duties  with  which  the  Inter-State 
Commission,    when    appointed,    will  be 
charged,  they  will  find  that  that  body  will 
have  no  time  to  deal  with  industrial  mat- 
ters.   The  whole  of  its  time  will  be  taken 
up  with  the  responsibilities  placed  upwi  it 
by  the  existing  provisitms  of  the  Cmstitu- 
tion.    If  these  extra  duties  are  imposed 
upon  it,  it  will  be  in  the  same  positicm  as 
was  the   New   South   Wales  Arbitration 
Court,  which  broke  down  by  its  own  weight, 
because,  when  applications  were  made  to  it. 
so  far  from  being  able  to  settle  them  at 
once,  it  could  not  even  hear  them,  let  alone 
deal  with  them  finally,  for  years.  This 
difference  in  regard  to  the  new  Protection 
policy  has  only  arisen  now.      It  did  not 
exist  before  the  Fisher  Government  was 
displaced,  but  it  makes  its  appearance  now 
in  order  to  afford  some  justification  for  that 
event.    Whose  is  the  hand?    Is  it  the  hand 
of  the  Prime  Minister,  or  the  hand  of  his 
colleague,  the  honorable  mMnber  for  Par- 
ramntta?  Who  is  responsible  for  this  disas- 
trous delay  in  bringing  about  that  neces- 
sary reform  ?    The  Fisher  Government  an- 
nounced that  "  a  measure  providing  for  the 
appointment  of  a  High  Commissioner,  ur- 
gent on  many  grounds,"   would  be  sub- 
mitted.   There  is  no  difference  of  opinicm 
on  that  question.    It  mentioned  the  sur- 
vey of  a  route  for  the  prc^)osed  railway 
frcxn  Port  Augusta  to  Kalgoorlie.  There 
was  no  difference  of  policy  there.    To  sum 
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programme  of  the  Fisher  Government  with 
which  any  member  of  the  late  Deakin 
party  a)uld  not  agree,  but  with  which, 
nevertheless,  the  bulk  of  them  did  agree, 
and  that  was  the  proposal  for  a  prt^res- 
sive  land  tax  on  the  large  land-holders  of 
Australia.  Even  that  point  of  difference 
applied  onlv  to  the  life  of  this  Parliament 
so  far  as  the  present  Prime  Minister  was 
concerned,  for  he  said  that  in  the  past  he 
was  in  favour  of  land  taxation,  ar.d  that, 
when  he  ga\  e  it  more  consideration,  he  was 
in  favour  of  it  now,  but  he  had  pledged 
himself  to  his  constituents  at  Ballarat  not 
to  support  it  during  the  life  of  this  Par-' 
liament,  although  after  that  period  he 
would  be  prepared  to  take  another  course. 
But  now.  whatever  may  be  bis  ccmvictions 
on  that  issue,  he  has  allied  himself  with 
those  who  will  not  allow  him  even  to  ap- 
proach it,  let  alone  to  give  honorable  mem- 
bers an  opportunity  of  passing  such  a  tax. 
Tf  there  was  one  act  more  than  another 
which  will  bring  discredit  on  the  party 
to  which  I  belong,  it  was  that 
done  in  connexion  with  the  cry  of 
Australia  for  land  for  the  people. 
The  ex- Prime  Minister,  the  boiorable 
member  for  Wide  Bay,  was  the  first 
head  of  a  Government  to  present  an  oppor- 
ttuiity  of  obtaining  land  for  the  people; 
and  the  stiletto  was  at  once  used  against 
him.  The  ex-Prime  Minister  adopted  a 
course  altogether  unusual  in  our  procedure, 
and,  instead  of  laying  on  the  table  a  formal 
Bill  merely  to  assert  the  rights  and  privi- 
leges of  the  House,  he  presented  in  its 
place  a  Land  Taxation  Bill.  If  the  late 
Government  had  lived,  that  measure  would 
have  been  discussed,  and  members  would 
have  had  to  justify  themselves  to  the  people 
in  regard  to  it.  As  I  say,  the  act  of  the 
party  to  which  I  belonged  was,  in  this  ccm- 
nncion,  of  a  most  discreditaUe  character. 
I  have  presented  the  facts  of  the  case, 
showing  that  there  was  no  difference  in 
policy ;  and  I  believe  there  is  no  differen'.'e 
now  in  the  heart  of  the  Prime  Minister 
and  one  or  two  others  who  are 
associated  with  Mm,  not  even  in 
regard  to  the  question  of  land  taxaticm 
of  a  progressive  character.  I  should  now 
like  to  deal  shortly  with  the  finances  of  ihe 
Commonwealth  and  the  States.  I  take  it 
that  the  honorable  member  for  Echuca. 
speaking  to-night  on  behalf  of  the  fused 
parties,  told  us  the  truth  as  to  what  is  pro- 
pased  to  be  done,  and  that  we  may  talce 
it  that  the  State  Rights  party  are  to  have 
their  own  way  entirely.  ,  On  the  question 
JUr.  Chanter. 


of  finances,  I  again  quote  from  the  Mel- 
bourne Age,  which  is  a  perfectly  reliable 
authority,  and  still  upholds  the  great  polic;- 
for  which  it  fought,  and  which  I,  as  a 
humble  member  of  the  party,  have  advo- 
cateti  so  Icmg.  It  mi^ht  naturally  be  ex- 
pected that  the  expenditure  of  the  States  in 
the  pre- Federation  days  would  be  greater 
than  it  is  at  present ;  but  the  reverse  is 
the  fact,  notwithstanding  that  Federation 
relieved  them  of  a  burden  of  about 
^3.000,000,  and  rx)t  withstanding  the 
efforts  of  the  Liberal  Reform  partv,  which 
never  reformed  anything,  and  of  which, 
under  another  name,  the  Minister  of  De- 
fence is  the  head.  All  that  has  been  done 
has  been  to  reduce  the  numbws'  of  the  mem- 
bers of  Parliament;  and  the  States  haw 
gone  on  expending  more  and  more,  both 
from  revenue  and  loan  funds,  to  the  extent 
of  millions,  than  they  did  before  Federa- 
tion. Offers  for  the  settlement  of  the  finan- 
cial question  as  between  Commonwealth 
and  States,  were  made  by  the  present  Trea- 
surer, and  also  by  the  honorable  member 
for  Hume  and  the  honorable  member  for 
Wide  Bay,  when  thev  occupied  the  same 
office.  I  qtiote  the  table  of  fijfures  given 
by  the  Age,  and  taken  from  the  statisti- 
C1I  returns,  which  cannot  be  denied.  The 
table  is  as  follows : — 


KXPE.\DITl-SE  IN  THK  SiX  STATES. 


Interest 

Sinking  funds 

redemption  from 

revenue 
Railways     and  trams 
Public     Works  and 

buildings  ... 
Lands  and  Survey  ... 
Mines 
Police 
Kducation 

Medical,    lunacy  and 

health 
Oovernora 
Parliaments  ... 
Afjcnts-General 
All  other 


t8(>Q-IQOO. 

and 


607,463  .. 
6,610,025  .. 

1,751,848  .. 

378,350  .. 
1.058.833  .. 
3,044,008  .. 

490.655  •• 

238,287  . 
25,958  ., 
4,471,036  .. 


i9or-i(^. 

.  ;f8,665.o6j 


i,8q4,_io6 
9.144.21: 

1,827,129 
864.340 
372.«1* 
1,215,621 
3,641,548 

645.190 
29,250 
305,810 
l6,aoo 
5.36^.150 


Total     ...         ...;f28,538.i82  ...i:32,97o,8i: 

Increase  in  expenditure      ...         ...  4432,6.15 

Add    cost    of    transferred  depart. 

  •-■  3.<«3«fiS9 


ments 


Actual   increase  in   State  expendi- 
ture since  Federation  ...    •      ...  £7,^^,2(^ 

Amongst  all  the  States  the  one  reduction 
in  expenditure  made  is  that  in  the  salaries 
paid  to  the  Governc»« ;  and  in  spite  of  all 
the  nonsense  talked  about  retrenchment  in 
order  that  the  people  should  not  be  unduly 
taxed  imder  Federation,  the  expenditure 

has  increased  as  shown.  , 
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It  will  be  Tcmarlccd  at  once  that  this  compar- 
ison is  unfair,  inismuch  as  the  fif^ures  quoted  in- 
clude increased  payments  to  stnkinK  funds  and 
for  loan  redemptions  and  the  heavier  expenditure 
upon  railways  incurred  for  earning  additional 
railway  revenue.  In  iSgg-igoo  the  six  States 
paid  ^607,46^  for  sinking  fund  and  redemption, 
and  in  iqo7-i9o8  they  paid  j-"r,8q4,.io6 — an  in- 
crease of  j^i  1386,843.  Allowing  for  this  sum  of 
j^i,286,843,  the  total  increase  in  State  expendi- 
ture works  out  thus  : — 

Total  increase  in  State  expenditure...  £7^6,2^ 
Deduct  increase  in  redemptions     ...  1,386,843 

Increase  in  State  expenditure,  less 
redemptions  ...         ...  j^6.i59t45» 

Taking  no  account  of  the  Railwav  Departments, 
the  expenditure  on  which,  justifiably  or  other- 
wise, increased  after  federation  bv  /x,534,i9a, 
the  Slate  expenditure  still  increased  by  no  less 
than  /'1,6a';, acfi  a  year,  thus  : — 
Increase,  exclusive  of  sinking  funds  ;^6,i5g,45r 
Deduct  incrensed  railway  expenditure  2,^14,1^2 

Which  of  the  States  is  spending  this  vast  excess 
of  ^^3,625.350  a  year,  and  in  what  manner  are 
they  spending  it? — The  following  tabic  supplies 
a  partial  answer  i — 
IS'CROSED  EkPENDIIVRE  IN  DlFFEtENT  STATES. 

(Excluding  Redemptions  and  Railways 
Department). 
New  South  Wales  ...  ;f  i,.';o4,q72 

Victoria     ...         ...         ...  756,899 

Queensland  ...         ...  255,309 

South  Australia       ..  ...  318,740 

West  Australia       ...         ...  730,49c) 

Tasmania    ...         ...         ...  58,930 

Total  ...         ...  /3,6a5,a5Q 

New  South  Wales  has  been  the  chief  offender, 
princioallv  because  the  Commonwealth  has  filled 
her  Treasury  to  overflowing,  and  her  politicians 
have  not   scrupled  to  place  burdens  upon  the 

tcople,  merely  to  magnify  the  importance  of  the 
tate  Government  as  asainst  the  Commonwealth. 
When  this  State  fedcr.-ited,  her  customs  revenue 
amounted  to  only  /i,9.s8,547.  In  1906-1907  the 
CommoDweatth  paid  her  ^^3,000,000  from  this 
source,  and  during  eight  years  of  federation  she 
has  received  about  ;^8,ood,ooo  more  from  cus- 
toms than  she  would  have  received  under  her 
old  State  tariff. 

While  on  the  whole  the  expenses  in  con- 
nexion with  State  Governors  have  been  de- 
crease!, the  uplceep  of  the  Governor's 
establishment  in  New  South  Wales  has 
been  increased  by  ^^^2,747.  The  expenditure 
on  the  Parliament  of  New  South  Wales  has 
been  increased  by  j£2S,oog ;  the  cost  of 
the  Agency -General  has  been  increased  by 
;^4,io6;  and  other  increases  amount  to 
;£584,645.  Therefore,  it  will  be  sewi  be- 
yond doubt  that  the  constant  and  con- 
tinuous clamour  of  what  is  called  the 
State  Rights  party  for  more  money  really 
comes  from  those  who  have  increased  State 
'  expenditure.  My  hcmorable  friends  who 
represent  New  South  Wales  constituencies 
will  recollect  that,  although  that  State  in 


pre- Federation  days  had  a  revenue  of  be- 
tween ;^9,ooo,ooo  and  ;^io,ooo,ooo,  she 
had  to  pay,  out  of  that,  expenditure  in 
c<»inexioit  with  defence,  Customs,  posts  and 
telegraphs,  and  so  forth.  Now  she  has  an 
expenditure  of  between  ;£i4,ooo,ooo  and 
;^i5,ooo,ooo,  although  she  has  ncaie  of 
those  costs  to  bear.  When  the  question  is 
put  -to  the  people  with  sufficient  .force,  as 
it  will  be  put — "How  are  the  necessities 
of  the  National  Parliament  to  be  met?" — 
I  have  no  doubt  that  they  will  say  that 
they  are  to  be  met  out  of  revenue,  as  has 
been  the  case  hitherto.  The  people  will  say 
that  this  ■  Parliament  is  not  to  be  subor- 
dinated to  the  Slate  Parliaments,  and 
driven  into  the  miserable  position  of  havinj; 
to  go  to  the  pawnbroker  for  money  with 
which  to  carry  out  its  policy.  The  expen- 
diture of  Australia  is  encnmous  for  a  popu- 
lation of  a  little  over  4.so<),ooo.  This 
Parliament  has  hitherto  resolved  not  to 
borrow  money,  but  to  live  within  its  revenue. 
We  ha^e  the  means  to  live  within  our 
revenue.  We  have  made  overtures  to  the 
States,  time  after  time,  in  respect  to  the 
taking  over  of  the  debts,  but  the>- 
would  not  entertain  our  oflFers.  We 
have  made  advances  of  the  most 
generous  character,  but  the  States 
would  have  none  of  them.  Like  Shylock, 
they  would  have  not  only  their  pound  of 
flesh ,  but  the  blood  as  wel  1 .  They 
have  had  not  only  their  three-fourths  of 
Customs  and  Excise  revwiue,  but  the  bulk 
of  the  remaining  one-fourth  also. 
Mr.  Atkinson. — Not  the  bulk. 
Mr.  CHANTER.— If  an  average  were 
oimfnled  of  the  payments  to  the  States 
from  the  beginning  of  Federation  to  the 
present  moment,  I  venture  to  say  that  it 
would  be  seen  that  out  of  every  pound 
raised  from  CustMns  and  Excise  the  States 
have  received  between  17  s.  and  i8s. 

Mr.  Atkinson. — They  have  only  had 
their  three-fourths  this  year. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  am  speaking  of 
the  eight  or  nine  years  during  which 
the  Commonwealth  has  been  in  exist- 
ence. The  framers  of  the  Constitu- 
tionj  some  of  whom  are  with  us, 
and  the  people  who  adopted  it,  never 
intended  the  present  arrangement  to  be 
permanent.  Whv  was  the  Braddon  section 
called  a  "blot"'in  the  first  place?  Why 
was  it  inserted  in  the  Constitution  at  all  ? 
It  was  because  of  our  inexperience,  and 
the  desirableness  of  laying  down  the 
amount  of  Customs  an(^^j^ffi|  Revenue 
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which  the  Commonwealth  should  retain  for 
its  own  purposes.  It  was  believed  by  the 
people  that  by  the  end  of  the  ten  years' 
period  we  should  have  gained  so  much 
experience  that  we  should  then  be  able  to 
make  a  permanent  arrangement.  But  the 
matter  was  not  left  for  the  States  to  de- 
cide. The  section  reads,  "Until  the  Par- 
liament othCTwise  provides."  But,  when 
this  Parliament  wants  to  provide,  we  are 
met  by  this  cry  of  State  Rights,  which  are 
to  prevail  over  Ctxnraonwealth  necessities. 
Surely,  if  the  States  could  get  along  in 
1900  with  revenues  corresponding  in 
amount  to  a  revenue  of  nine  or  ten  million 
txtunds  in  the  case  of  New  South  Wales, 
they  ought  to  bfe  able  to  get  along  with 
such  a  revenue  to-day  when  the  Federation 
has  relieved  them  of  much  of  their  former 
■expenditure.  But  they  cry  for  more  and 
more.  I  hive  scMnetimes  been  accused  of 
being  more  of  a  Victorian  than  a  New  South 
Wales  member.  I  am  not  a  member  for 
the  one  State  or  the  other.  I  am  a  member 
of  the  great  National  Parliament  of  Aus- 
tralia, and  I  am  standing  up  for  the  n^ts 
of  that  Parliament.  I  see  ahead  of  the 
Commonwealth  such  tasks  as  the  taking 
over  of  the  Northern  Territory,  Inter-State 
railway  communication,  an  enlarged  de- 
fence policy,  and  other  important  matters. 
If  we  give  way  to  the  Premiers  of  the 
Slates,  it  means  that  out  of  Customs  and 
Excise  revenue  we  shall  not  be  able  to  re- 
tain .sufficient  monev  to  rarr\-  cut  those 
policies.  We  shall  be  forcecl  into  the  peti- 
tion of  either  leaving  our  work  undone  or 
borrowing  money  and  leaving  the  burden 
for  posterity  to  bear. 

Mr.  Atkinson. — Why  should  not  pos- 
teritv  bear  its  share? 

Mr.  CHANTER.— That  has  been  the 
cowardly  policy  of  the  States  in  the  past. 
Why  did  they  not  put  enough  money  aside 
to  pay  for  works  out  of  revenue?  I  do 
not  know  whether  my  honorable  friend  is 
married  and  has  a  family ;  if  not,  he  ought 
to  be.  In  any  case,  when  he  reaches  that 
position  of  citizenship,  I  hope  that  he  will 
consider  that  it  will  be  wiser  policy  c«i 
his  part  to  leave  something  better  to  his 
posteritv  than  a  load  of  debt 

Mr.  Atkinson. — Posterity  will  have  the 
works  which  are  constructed  out  of  loans. 

Mr.  CHANTER.  —  In  New  South 
Wales  money  has  been  borrowed  for  shift- 
ing sand  from  one  "part  of  a  paddock  to 
another,  for  making  paint  for  painting 
fences,  for  putting  furniture  at  the  caves 
in  the  Blue  Mountains  for  the  accommoda- 


tion of  tourists,  and  for  importing  live 
stock.  Millions  and  millions  of  mcmey  have 
been  spent. 

Mr.  Atkinson.— And  millions  of  money 
have  been  wisely  borrowed. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— The  furniture  has 
gone ;  the  stock  has  died ;  the  paint  is 
washed  off  the  fences ;  some  of  the  feiKes 
have  been  removed;  only  the  sand  is  still 
there,  and  that  is  of  no  use  to  anybody. 

Mr.  W ATKINS. — Has  not  New  South 
Wales  been  cabled  to  reduce  local  taxation 
on  account  of  the  money  paid  by  the  Fede- 
raticxi  ? 

Mr.  CHANTER.— Certainly.  The  hon- 
orable member's  interjection  comes  at  the 
psychological  moment.  In  cwisequenoe  of 
the  ;£8,ooo,oco  sterling  which  the  State  of 
New  South  Wales  has  received  from  the 
Federation,  and  which  it  would  not  have 
received  under  the  old  New  South  Wales 
Tariff,  what  has  been  dc»ie?  One  would 
have  thought  that  the  Government  of  the 
State  would  have  said,  "Well,  we  owe 
about  j^8o,ooo,ooo.  One  would  have 
thought  that,  having  a  debt  of  ;^8o, 000,000, 
some  effort  would  have  been  made  to  re- 
duce it.  It  has  not  been  reduced,  bm 
fresh  loans  have  been  floated  for  redemp- 
tion purpOTCS. 

Mr.  Watkins. — The  State  has  borrowed 
more  rapidly  than  ever. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— That  is  so. 

Mr.  Atkinson. — It  is  no  amdemnatbn 
of  borrowing  to  say  that  a  particular  Stale 
has  borrowed  unwiselv. 

Mj.  CHANTER.— I  speak  from  a  na- 
tional point  of  view.  When  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  State  find  that  they  have  mor'? 
mc»iey  than  they  know  what  to  do  with, 
and  on  that  account  remit  taxation,  whic.H 
falls  upon  those  best  able  to  bear  it,  such 
as  income  tax,  stamp  duties,  and  stamps 
on  cheques,  it  is  only  fair  that  the  national 
Parliament  should  say  ;  "  We  require  the 
money  for  the  whole  of  the  people  of 
Australia,  and  if  you  find  that  you  cannot 
get  along  with  less  than  you  had  previously 
at  your  disposal,  you  must  re-impose  the 
taxation  you  have  remitted,  or  impose  other 
taxation,"  I  should  like  now  to  deal  with 
another  questicxi,  which  was  dealt  with  at 
some  length  by  the  hcmorable  member  for 
Echuca.  I  refer  to  the  questi<Hi  of  inuni- 
gration.  The  Fisher  Government  oouf^ed 
with  their  immigration  policy  the  imposi- 
tion of  progressive  land  taxati(Mi.  in  order 
that  immigrants  might  be  proWded  with  land 
when  they  arrivegi,ii^GT*0gW«n**«*' 
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and  I  agree  with  the  contenticxi,  that  one 
of  the  effects  of  the  imposition  of  land 
taxation  would  be  that  the  large  landed 
estates  in  the  C<»nmonwealth  would  be 
broken  up,  and  hcMnes  would  thus  be  made 
available  for  the  people  already  here,  and 
also  ioT  those  who  might  be  introduced 
under  an  immigration  policy.  The  neces- 
sity for  progressive  land  taxation  is  being 
forced  upon  the  people,  not  only  of  the . 
New,  but  of  the  Old,  World.  It  is  now 
agitating  the  minds  of  the  people  of  Great 
Britain,  and  the  Imperial  Parliament  is  be- 
ing asked  to  d«il  with  the  questkm.  I  am 
again  indebted  to  the  Age  of  15th  May  for 
the  following  references  to  the  subject : — 

In  the  House  of  Commoas  the  LAbour  member 
for  J^eeds  was  Uie  first  to  call  attentt<m  to  the 
4]uestioii  by  motion. 

It  is  strfuige  that  in  Australia  the  Labour 
party,  and  in  the  House  of  Cfxnmms  a 
Labour  member,  should  be  the  first  in  the 
Commonwealth  and  in  the  Old  Country  re- 
spectively to  urge  the  adoption  of  this  prac- 
tical means  to  secure  homes  for  the  people. 
The  Labour  member  for  Leeds  moved — 

That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  the  taxa- 
tion of  land  values  would  result  in  the  owners 
of  land  and  minerals  developing  these  national 
resources  more  rapidly,  thereby  providing  oppor- 
tunities for  labour,  and  the  imposition  of  such 
a  tax  should  be  provided  for  without  delay. 

He  estimated  that  id.  in  the  j£i  would  pro- 
vide ;£2i, 000,000  to  the  Exchequer,  which 
should  be  ear-marked  for  social  reform. 
I  heard  the  honcvable  member  for  Echuca 
speak  on  this  question  the  other  night,  and 
again  to-rtight,  and  he  estimated  the  re- 
venue to  be  obtained  from  the  progressive 
land  taxaticni  proposed  in  the  Common- 
wealth at  a  little  over  the  amount  which 
was  received  from  the  land  tax  of  id.  in 
the  j£i  in  New  South  Wales,  when  it  was 
imposed  at  the  instigation  of  the  honorable 
member  for  East  Sydney.  Nov  let  us  see 
what  the  individualist  view  was  as  against 
the  proposal  for  land  taxatim.  I  quote 
again  from  the  Tige — 

The  individualist  view  in  the  debate  was  re- 
presented by  a  Liberal  member,  Mr.  Harold  Cox, 
who  proposed  as  an  amendment,  "  It  is  unjust  to 
impose  new  taxation  upon  property  in  land  at  a 
higher  rate  than  upon  other  forms  of  property." 
Sonic  fifty  years  ago,  John  Stuart  Mill  met  Uiis 
objection  with  the  answer  that  property  in  land 
is  a  monopoly,  that  no  other  investment  partakes 
of  the  character  of  land,  and  that  no  other 
capitalist  inflicts  so  much  inconvenience  on  the 
public  or  reaps  so  much  advantage  from  the  pub- 
lic expenditure ;  whereas  it  is  the  public  that  in- 
creases the  value  of  his  property,  by  construc- 
ing  railways,  making  roads  and  aqueducts,  and 
prosi>ecting  for  gold,  coal,  and  ouier  minerali 
for  him ;  and  in  return  for  this  unearned  incre- 
ment, be  excludes  population  from  the  soil,  and 


keeps  its  producing  powers  in  abeyance.  So  far 
from  a  land  tax  pure  and  simple  being  a  robbery 
in  his  eyes,  he  advocated  it,  in  contradistinction 
to  other  taxes,  in  the  most  emphatic  tone,  and  just 
two  months  before  he  died,  at  a  land  tenure  re- 
form in  Exeter  Hall,  he  iositted  that  "  no  other 
portion  of  the  community  had  a  similar  advan. 
tage  with  the  land,  for  with  land  the  supply  was 
not  increased,  while  there  was  a  constantly-in- 
creasing demand.  The  labouring  classes  did  not 
hnd  their  wages  steadily  rising  as  their  numbers 
increased,  and  it  was  high  time  (hat  the  mode  of 
dealing  with  the  land,  had  it  existed,  to  increase 
the  power  and  importance  of  the  landed  proprie< 
tor,  and  not  for  the  good  of  the  people,  should 
come  to  an  end. 

That  is  the  c^inion  of  an  authority  on 
whom  we  can  rely.  Since  John  Stuart 
Mill  denounced  his  greed  the  land  mono- 
polist appears  to  have  grown  only  more 
insatiable  than  ever.  My  next  authoritv 
is  Doomsday  Book,  which  is  one  that  hon- 
orable members  will  scarcely  deny.  I  find 
the  statement  made  that — 

Fifteen  million  acres — or  nearly  half  the  en- 
closed area  of  England  and  Wales — is  held  by 
3,350  persons,  while  twelve  individuals  own  one- 

rrter  of  Scotland;  70  perat«is  half;  and  it'oo 
ut  nine-tentbs. 

In  the  face  of  these  figures  can  we  wixider 
that  there  is  an  agitation  in  the  Old  Coun- 
try for  land  reform?  Here  in  Australia, 
although  we  have  a  population  of  only 
about  4, 500,000,  with  a  territory  with 
which  the  area  of  England,  Ireland,  and 
Scotland  cannot  be  ccnnpared,  is  it  not  still 
a  fact  that  we  are  building  up  landed 
estates  with  which  those  existing  in  Great 
Britain  cannot  be  ccmipared  ?  Again,  I 
quote  fjom  official  returns,  and  they  show 
that— 

Five  hundred  and  twenty-five  Peers  hoKl 
15,000,000  acres,  the  Duke  of  Sutherland 
being  credited  with  over  1,350,000  acres; 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  we  learn  from 
the  last  census  the  significant  fact  that  he- 
tween  1S81  and  tgoi,  the  number  of  agri- 
cultural labourers  employed  fell  from  983,919  to 
698,392,  a  loss  of  385,627,  though  during  this 
period  the  population  of  Great  Britain  increased 
by  over  7,350,000.  This  means  thht  the  arable 
land  is  turned  into  pasture.  The  loss  of 
3,000,000  acres  of  arable  land  of  Great  Britain  in 
the  twenty  years  iSSi.igor,  says  the  report,  prob- 
ably threw'out  of  work  from  60,000  to  80,000 
labourers  during  that  period. 

The  evil  is  intense  there,  and  it  is  becom- 
ing inten.se  here  also.  I  will  c(Miclude  mv 
quotations  on  the  land  question  from  thiit 
article — 

Sir  John  Benn,  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
is  prepared  to  pray. 

It  is  well,  sir,  that  there  is  some  one  wlin 
is  prepared  to  pray  to  the  Giver  of  all  good 
gifts  for  a  man's  right  to  live  on  the  soil — 
for  the  landlords  who  consli|uf'e,.^h&  Jfimgth  of 
that  gilded  Chaml^igit'^y^-^W(/3Mg^  th"» 
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Providence  has  supplied  him  with  a  peculiarly 
appropriate  one  from  the  Liturgy  of  Edward  VI., 
which  might  be  restored  with  advantage  for 
future  use  to  its  proper  place  in  the  forthcom- 
ing revised  edition  of  the  Prayer  Book. 

^'  The  earth  ts  Thine,  O  Lord,  and  all  that  is 
contained  therein ;  notwithstanding  Thou  hast 
given  the  possession  thereof  unto  the  children  of 
men,  lo  pass  over  the  time  of  their  short  ;>il- 
grimage  in  this  vale  of  misery  :  We  heartily 
pray  Thee  to  send  Thy  Holy  Spirit  into  the 
hearts  of  them  that  possess  the  grounds,  pastures 
and  dwelling  places  of  the  earth,  that  they,  re- 
membering themselves  to  be  Thy  tenants,  may 
not  rack  and  stretch  out  the  rents  of  theil 
houses  and  lands,  nor  yet  take  unreasonable  lines 
and  incomes  after  the  manner  of  covetous  world- 
lings, but  so  let  them  out  to  others  that  the  in- 
habitants thereof  may  both  be  able  to  pay  the 
rents  and  also  honestly  to  live,  to  nourish  their 
families  and  to  relieve  the  poor. 

Give  them  grace  also  to  consider  that  they  are 
but  strangers  and  pilgrims  in  this  world,  having 
here  no  dwelling  place,  but  seeking  one  to  come; 
that  Ihevi  remembering  the  short  continuance  of 
their  life,  may  be  content  with  that  that  is  suf- 
ficient, and  not  join  house  to  house,  nor  couple 
land  to  land  to  the  impoverishment  of  others, 
but  so  behave  themselves  in  letting  out  their 
tenements,  lands,  and  pastures,  that  after  this 
life  they  may  be  received  into  everlasting  dwell- 
ing places  :  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord, 
Amen. 

That  is  a  prayer  which  might  well  go  fur- 
ther, and  we  are  getting  into  that  position 
when  it  might  well  come  from  us  too.  1 
cannot  forget  that  in  the  electorate  which 
I  have  the  hcmour  to  represent,  and  which 
contains  an  area  larger  than  England,  there 
are  only  26,000  persons  enrolled  as  voters 
for  the  national  Legislature.  In  that  vast 
territory,  hundreds  of  farmers'  sons,  as 
stated  in  the  letter  which  I  read  to-dav, 
have  been  seeking  in  vain  for  land.  Is 
there  no  land  there?  Land  is  there, 
but  it  is  not  obtainable.  One  family, 
for  instance,  owns  between  700,000 
and  800,000  acres  of  freehold  land, 
and  a  large  number  of  families  hold  a 
similar  area.  Town  after  town  is  choked 
in  that  way.  Man  after  man,  family  after 
family,  are  being  driven  out  of  the  State. 
Some  of  them  have  been  driven  out  of  the 
Commonwealth.  Is  it  wrong,  then,  for  a 
man,  no  matter  what  party  he  belongs  to. 
to  stand  in  his  place  here  and  claim  on 
behalf  of  the  landless  people  the  right  to 
a  piece  of  land  on  which  to  make  a  living  ? 
It  has  been  well  quoted — 

Never  a  foot  hath  the  poor  man  here, 

To  plant  with  a  crain  of  corn. 
And  never  a  plot  where  his  child  may  cull 

Fresh  flower*  in  the  dewy  mom. 

The  soil  lies  fallow,  the  weeds  grow  rank, 

Yet  idle  the  poor  man  stands; 
While  millions  of  hands  want  acres, 

And  millions  of  acres  want  hands. 

3ir.  Chanter. 


We  are  asked  to  spend,  not  our  nxmey*  but 
borrowed  money,  if  we  f^vc  way  to  the 
State  Rights  party,    to    twing  men  here. 
For  what  purpose?   Is  it  to  make  loafers 
of  them  ?  That  may  be  behind  the  proposal. 
I  know  that  there  is  one  section  with  whom 
I   have   never   had   any   sympathy,  who 
want   to   overload    the  labour  market  in 
order  to  bring  down  wages.    But  this  Par- 
liament has  said,  and  I  hope  that  it  will 
continue  to  say,  no  matter  how  it  may  be 
coistituted  from  time  to  time,  that  in  Aus- 
tralia, at  least,  every  man  shall  receive  a 
living  wage,  which  will  enable  him,  not 
on\y  to  live,  but  also  to  maintain  a  wife  and 
family.    Can  we  bring  men  here  to  enjoy 
those  ctmditions  now?     It  is  useless  for 
the  honorable  member  for  Wimmera  to  talk 
about  land  being  available.    It  is  not  avail- 
able, as  every  member  of  the  House  knows, 
and  it  should  be  made  available  before  we 
seek  to  bring  in  immigrants.     Let  us  first 
make  more  land  available  than  our  own 
sturdy  sons  and  daughters  want,  and  thai 
we  can  invite  those  of  the  white  races  who 
are  likelv  to  beoHne  good  citizens  to  come 
here.    That  is  the  true  policy  to  pursue.  I 
do  not  know  what  the  Prime  Minister  will 
do  now,  but  then  he  said  to  the  States : 
"  On  behalf  of  the  national  Parliament,  I 
am  ready  to  help  immigrants  to  ccwne  to 
Australia,  because  we  recognise  that  popu- 
lation is  wanted  for  defensive  purposes  as 
well  as  for  industrial  purposes.    Make  the 
land  available  in  the  States  for  immigrants, 
and  I  will  do  my  duty."    Have  the  States 
responded  to  his  appeal?    I  hold  in  mv 
hand  a  quotation  from  a  newspaper  which 
certainly  cannot  be  charged  with  favoring 
that  idea.    Dr.  Arthur,  who  is  a  member 
ot  the  Parliament  of  New  South  Wales, 
and  with  whom  honorable  members  have  not 
always  agreed,  has  been  one  of  the  most 
pronounced  advocates  of  bringing  immi- 
grants from  the  Old  World  to  Australia. 
From  an  individual  in  the  Old  World  he 
has  received  a  letter  which  has  been  pub- 
lished in  the  Sydney  Sunday  Times,  anrf 
also  in  the  Stock  and  Station  Joumd. 
This,  says  the  writer,  is  the  advertisement 
appearing — under   the    authority   of  tfw 
State  Governments,  I  presume — in  the  press 
of  Great  Britain,  to  lure  persons  to  Aus- 
tralia— 

Australia  offers  the  people  of  the  Motherland 
a  new  home,  where  there  is  a  chance  for  ail- 
Any  one  with  no  other  capital  than  energjr  utd 
perseverance  may  prosper  in  a  luid  wbicb 
possesses  inexhaustible,  and,  for  the  most  part, 
unexploited,  resources.  To/efezy3iiti ;4>  ^ 
women  who  want£i«iifz«UigVai^V«^>^  "  Come 
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to  Australia,  where  every  man  who  likes  to  work 

cnn  have  his  own  home  on  his  own  land." 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — That  is  not  correct  to 
start  with. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  know  that  it  is  not 
correct,  but  that  is  what  they  are  telling 
people  in  the  Old  World.  What  this  poor 
individual  writes  will  no  doubt  have  a  de- 
terrent effect.    He  says — 

Please  accept  my  best  wishes  on  your  praise- 
worthy mission,  which  I  see  you  have  come  over 
for,  vide  the  morning  paper.  There  arc  plenty 
willing  to  emigrate,  and  not  all  destitute,  and, 
I  mi^ht  add,  there  are  plenty  of  emigration 
societies  and  also  plenty  of  red-tape.  You  can 
see  every  day  in  big  type. cheap  fares  to  Aus> 
tralia,  but  try  your  hand  to  get  one,  and  it 
would  open  your  eyes.  If  you  are  a  good  agri- 
cultural labourer  you  might  stand  a  chance,  and 
even  then  you  would  have  all  your  work  cut  out 
to  get  one.  At  least  that  has  been  my  experi- 
ence. I  have  tried  twice,  and  I  do  not  know  if 
I  am  an  exceptional  case.  The  first  time  was 
nearly  three  years  ago.  I  read  up  the  subject 
by  circulars  and  handbooks  supplfed  by  the  Bri- 
tish Government's  Information  Office.  I  went  to 
their  place  and  saw  them.  They  told  me  that  I 
would  be  all  right,  so  I  went  round  to  Cannon- 
street  to  the  offices  of  the  New  South  Wales 
Agent-General,  and  was  informed  that  all 
assisted  passages  were  stopped.  I  told  them  I 
bad  just  come  from  the  Emigrants'  Information 
Office,  and  they  said  they  had  tried  to  stop  them 
issuing  pamphlets,  but,  being  under  different  Go- 
vernments, could  not.  Of  course  that  finished 
me.  I  gave  it  up,  but  decided  to  have  another 
try  later  on.  I  got  handbooks  and  circulars  last 
Christmas,  and  wrote  the  Queensland  people — 

Que^sland  is  the  State  which  has  been 
quoted  as  <rfFering  an  abundance  of  land  for 
everybody — • 

asking  for  assisted  passage,  and  had  reply  that 
free  passages  to  farm  labourers  were  stopped. 
Not  to  be  done,  I  wrote  and  told  them  that  they 
must  have  misunderstood  my  letter.  They  then 
sent  me  an  application  form,  which  I  filled  in, 
stating  that  I  had  a  capital  of  ;^5o,  which  I 
would  deposit,  also  sent  a  doctor's  certificate. 
Reply  came,  "  would  be  considered,"  and  after 
some  time  came  this  reply  :  "The  Agent-General 
for  Queensland  cannot  recomm<Mid  you  for 
assisted  passage."  No  reason  vdtatever  given, 
which  I  thought  was  Grange. 

Is  it  not  a  farce  to  have  such  advertise- 
ments appearing  in  the  English  press  time 
after  time,  telling  people  that  if  they  come 
out  here  there  is  land  available  for  them? 
When  persons  go  to  the  trouble  of  writing 
to  the  State  Governments,  thev  are  asked 
to  make  a  deposit  of  £50 :  to  get 
doctors'  certificates  to  the  fact  that 
their  physical  condition  is  sound,  and  to 
obtain  testimony  as  to  their  moral  charac- 
ter, and  even  then  are  told  that  thev  are 
not  wanted.  That  is  not  the  w.iy  to  people 
Australia.  What  we  must  do  is,  first, 
to  throw  open  our  lands  so  as  to  give  oppor- 
tunities to  thijse  already  here  to  make 


homes  in  the  country,  and  then  to  find 
areas  for  those  whwn  we  wish  to  attract 
to  Australia  from  other  places.  When 
Sufiicieiit  land  has  been  made  available 
we  can  honestly  advertise  for  immigrants. 
That  was  the  policy  of  the  Fisher 
Government,  but  it  is  not  the  policy 
of  the  present  Government,  though  it 
was  at  one  time  the  policy  of  the  present 
Prime  Minister.  This  Government  says> 
"  We  shall  assist  immigration  if  the  States 
will  find  the  necessary  land."  God  help 
the  people  of  Australia  if  they  have  to  wait 
for  the  States  to  find  land.  How  is  it  pos- 
sible, at  the  present  time,  for  a  farmer's 
son,  who  has  oa\y  the  ordinary  amount  of 
capital,  to  obtain  land?  Values  are  inflated 
by  the  purchases  made  by  the  Government, 
so  that  those  who  secm-e  allotments  on 
Government  subdivisicHis  cannot  earn 
enough  to  pay  interest  on  the  caj^tal 
charged  against  them.  I  have  always  as- 
stsrt^  that  the  true  policy  would  be  to  let 
every  man  and  woman  value  his  own  land, 
taxing  it  in  accordance  with  the  valuation, 
and,  where  necessary,  muming  it  on  the 
figures  given  by  the  owners,  with  an  added 
TO  per  cent,  for  dispossession.  By  adopt- 
ing that  policy,  we  could  settle  100  fami- 
lies where  there  is  now  only  one.  The 
result  of  the  resumption  of  the  Cheviot 
Estate  in  New  Zealand  is  that  there  are 
now  400  families  where  formerly  only  forty 
persons,  including  men,  women,  and 
children,  resided.  -  How  do  our  great  land- 
owners encotvage  the  increase  of  popula- 
tion ?  In  <wie  newspapCT  after  another  vou 
will  find  stations  advertising,  "Wanted  a 
married  coupl&  No  encumbranre.**  There 
is  not  rocxn  on  these  large  areas  for 
toddling  children.  Room  should  be  found 
for  children,  and,  if  the  land-owners  will 
not  open  up  their  land,  the  Commcmw^alth 
should  do  it. 

Mr.  Atkinson. — -What  difference  is 
there  between  the  way  in  which  closer 
settlement  has  been  brought  about  in  Vic- 
toria and  the  resumption  of  the  Cheviot 
Estate? 

Mr,  CHANTER.— What  closer  settle- 
ment legislation  is  there  in  Victoria? 

Mr.  Atkinson. — The  Victorian  Govern- 
ment has  bcmght  and  subdivided  estates  in 
the  manner  in  which  the  New  Zealand 
Government  bought  and  subdivided  the 
Chenot  Estate. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— The  laws  of  the  two 
countries  are  quite  Hissimil.Tr.  In  Victoria 
certain  things  may  be  dnne  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  legislative  Council^^[^h  it  is 
known  can  ne\er  lie  obtained.  c> 
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Mr.  Atkinson. — The  Victorian  Govern- 
ment has  bought  plentj'  of  estates  in  the 
way  the  Cheviot  Estate  was  bought. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— No ;  the  Cheviot 
Estate  was  acquired  by  the  New  Zealand 
Government  by  virtue  of  an  Act  which  en- 
abled it  to  resnme  any  estate  on  the  valua- 
lion  declared  by  the  owner  for  land  tax 
purposes,  plus  lo  per  cent.  The  owners  of 
the  Cheviot  Estate  sought  to  take  advantage 
of  the  Goremment  by  valuing  their  land 
at  a  very  low  figure,  and  the  Government 
thereupon  took  it  from  them. 

Mr.  HuTcmsoN. — Mcwe  sheep  are  be- 
ing run  on  it  now  than  it  carried  before  its 
subdivisicHi. 

Mr.  CHANTER.^Veiry  likely.  In 
Victoria',  values  have  been  inflated  by  the 
action  of  the  Govenunent  in  buying  private, 
estates.  That  occurred  in  ccxinexiai  with 
the  Wyuna  and  Restdown  Estates,  of 
which  I  have  a  personal  knowledge.  The 
acquisition  of  those  estates,  however,  has 
meant  that  there  are  now  hundreds  of 
families  where  formerly  there  were  only 
two.  I  Irrigatiwi  plants  have  been  put 
down,  and  the  action  of  the  Government 
has  shown  that  our  land  will  support  more 
men,  more  women,  more  chil<i:en,  land! 
more  sheep  than  it  supports  now.  The 
honorable  member  for  Ediuca  could  speak 
on  this  subject  from  his  own  experience  in 
New  South  Wales. 

Mr.  Hedges. — Who  found  the  capital 
for  irrigating  the  land  to  which  the  honor- 
able member  refers? 

Mr.  CHANTER.— The  terrible  Sodalis- 
tic  party  of  Victoria,  which  borrowed 
money  for  the  purpose.  Some  of  those  on 
the  land  have,  to  their  discredit,  refused 
to  pay  interest  on  money  thus  borrowed 
for  their  benefit;  though  they  are  people 
living,  not  on  the  areas  to  which  I  refer, 
but  on  some  of  earlier  date.  The  people 
of  whom  I  speak  have  been  dcring  very 
well,  though  unfortunately  the  flood  waters 
now  cover  part  of  their  land.  In  Rlvnina 
— and  the  same  thing  obtains  all  over  Aus- 
tralia— theref'  is  good  land  which  would 
not  cost  much  to  plough.  Yet  it  is  not 
available  for  agriculture,  because  no  one 
may  go  on  it  without  risk  of  prosecutiOT 
for  trespass.  In  many  cases  no  one  may 
carry  a  gun  or  a  rod  over  such  land.  I 
have  known  a  fishing:  partv  from  the  town 
where  I  live  to  be  prosecuted  for  trespass- 
ing on  it,  the  owners  being  afraid  that 
their  sheep  might  be  disturbed. 

Mr.  Atkinson. — Have  these  land- 
owners refused  to  sell  to  the  Crown? 


Mr.  CHANTER.— Yes ;  except  at  their 
own  valuaJiions,  and  they  have  put  on 
prices  which  the  Crown  ought  not  to  pay. 
The  honorable  member  few  Gwydir  knows 
that  where  land  in  New  South  Wales  has 
been  resumed  and  subdivided*  the  men 
who  havQ  been  lured  to  take  it  up  by  the 
hope  by  making  homes  for  themseh'cs  and 
families,  find  themselves  unable  to  make 
enough  money  to  pay  interest. 

Mr.  Webster. — Most  of  them  are  in 
the  hands  of  the  banks. 

Mr.  Atkinson. — A  compulsory  purchase 
clause  would  meet  the  h(XK>rable  member's 
objections. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— Will  my  honorable 
friend  pledge  himself  and  his  party  to 
give  the  Government  an  opportunity  to  in- 
troduce such  l^;islation. 

Mr.  Atkinson. — No;  because  the  matt«- 
is  one  for  the  Governments  and  Parlia- 
ments of  the  States. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber agrees  with  me  that  compulsory  pur- 
chase is  necessary,  but  refuses  to  urge  his 
party  to  adopt  the  prindple.  His  attitude 
accentuates  the  statement  that  we  can  hc^ 
for  nothing  fnm  honorable  members  oppo- 
site in  the  direction  of  opening  up  the  lands 
for  the  people.  Statements  have  be«i  made 
from  time  to  time,  in  New  South  Wales, 
that  the  Government  are  resuming  large 
area.s.  and  providing  homes  on  the  land  for 
a  number  of  families ;  that  the  State  is 
progressing,  and  that  everything  there  is 
satisfactory.  I  propose  now  to  oxifinn  a 
statement  that  I  made  by  way  of  inter- 
jection n  hen  another  honorable  member 
was  speaking  a  few  nights  ago,  that  the 
number  of  persons  who  have  transferred 
their  holdings  to  the  already  large  land 
owners,  and  have  left  the  State,  is  300 
per  cent,  greater  than  the  number  of  new 
settlers  in  that  State.  I  can  prove  that 
settlement  there,  instead  of  progressing,  is 
retrogressing,  and  nothing  is  being  done  by 
way  of  legislation  to  prevent  the  aggrega- 
tion of  large  estates. 

Mr.  PovNTON. — A  progressive  land  tax 
is  wanted  to  change  that  state  of  affairs. 
Mr.  CHANTER.— It  is,  but  what  hope 

have  the  people  of  New  South  Wales  of 
such  a  tax  being  imposed  by  the  State 
Parliament?  A  Progressive  Land  Tax  Bill 
might  readily  pass  the  Legislative  As- 
sembly, but  it  would  never  be  passed  by 
the  Letrislative  Council,  which  consists 
princioaily  of  men  having4nterest  .in  large 
landed  estates.    Digitized  by ^^jOOglC 
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Mr.    Joseph   Cook. — The  Legislati\*e 

Council  of  New  South  Wales  is  far  more 
Liberal  than  it  was  when  we  were  in  the 
State  Legislative  Assembly. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— It  is  so  Liberal  that 
once  a  man  is  appcnnted  to  thp  legislative 
Council,  he  can  snap  his  fingers  at  the 
people,  and  ranain  there  for  life.  The 
members  of  the  Legislative  Council  of  New, 
South  Wales  are  nominated  by  the  Cabi- 
net of  the  day  :  they  are  not  elected  by  or 
responsible  to  the  people.  The  Council 
m.nv  be  more  Liberal  than  it  was  some  years 
ago,  but  the  number  of  members  w  ho 
would  be  prepared  to  barken  to  the  voice 
of  the  people  in  regard  to  the  opening  up 
of  the  lands  of  the  State  is  very  small  com- 
pared with  the  number  who  would  hold 
out  for  Tory  interests. 

Mr.  Mathews. — It  is  no  worse  in  that 
respect  than  the  Legislative  Council  of 
Victoria. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— It  is,  because  there 
comes  a  time  when  every  member  of  the 
Legislative  Council  of  Victoria  has  to 
answer  to  a  sectifm  of  the  people,  wheieas 
the  members  of  the  Legislative  Council  of 
New  South  Wales  have  to  answer  to  no 
one — not  even  tc)  their  creators.  What 
justification  can  there  be  for  imposing  a 
progressive  land  tax?  That  is  the  question 
that  has  been  put  again  and  again.  Hon- 
orable members  opposite,  and  more  par- 
ticularly the  hon(»-able  member  for  Wim- 
mera,  and  the  honorable  member  for 
Echuca,  have  said  that  such  a  tax  would 
yield  no  revenue.  Every  experienced  poli- 
tician knows,  however,  that  its  effect  would 
be,  not  onlv  to  produce  revenue,  but  to  com- 
pel the  subdivision  of  large  estates.  Its 
progressive  character,  starting  as  it  would 
with  a  very  low  tax,  and  nmning  up  to 
one  of  foiirpence  in  the  pound,  would 
necessarily  lead  to  its  yielding  a  cfflisider- 
ahle  amount  of  revenue.  It  would  oro- 
duce  revenue  which  would  come  frran  those 
best  able  to  provide  it — from  persons  hav- 
ing areas,  the  imimproved  value  of  which 
exceeded  — and  it  would  also  lead 
to  the  subdivision  of  estates  on  the  part 
r>f  those  holding  millitHis  of  acres  of  free- 
hold land,  many  of  whcMn  do  not  even 
deign  to  live  in  the  country  or  to  spend 
any  of  their  money  here.  There  need  be 
no  fear  as  to  such  a  tax  failing  to  produce 
revenue  and  also  causing  a  subdivision  of 
large  estates.  The  question  is  not  new 
to  us.  It  has  been  considered  for  many 
years. 


Mr.  Atkinson. — And  where  such  a  tax 
has  been  tried,  it  has  not  led  to  the  settle- 
ment of  the  lands. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— The  question  will 
never  be  settled  until  we  have  wie  domi- 
nating power  to  deal  with  it.  Man,  in  his 
desire  to  aggregate  wealth,  passes  through 
several  stages.  In  the  first,  he  has  not 
MKXigh  to  eat,  and  is  imbued  with  a  lauH- 
able  desire  to  work  for  and  c^itain  the 
necessaries  of  life.  He  reaches  that  stage. 
Then  he  lodes  to  the  future,  and  marry- 
ing, says,  "  I  must  have  not  <mly  enough 
for  myself,  but  for  my  wife.  I  must 
make  provisiai  for  those  fox  whom  I  am 
responsible."  That  again  is  a  laudable 
ambition,  and  he  goes  on  his  way  striving 
to  reach  that  goal.  Having  reached  it,  he 
sees  yet  a  third  goal  before  him.  He  says, 
"  I  have  provided  suificient  to  meet  my 
present  wants,  and  those  of  my  wife  an^ 
family.  I  need  now  to  put  by  something 
for  a  rainy  day ;  for  the  time  when  I  shall 
be  no  longer  able  to  work."  That,  too,  is 
a  laudable  desire.  But,  having  reached 
that  goal ;  having  acquired  sufficient  for 
himself  and  his  family  for  all  time,  he 
does  not  stop.  His  greed  induces  him  to 
go  on  aggregating  pound  upcm  pound,  and 
for  no  purpose  in  the  world,  since  he  can- 
not use  it  all.  And  so  with  the  holding 
of  land.  I  have  no  objection  to  any  wie 
holding  a  reasonable  area.  That  is  the 
birthright  of  every  man ;  but  no  one  is 
entitled  to  hold  more  than  is  sufficient  for 
his  own  requirements  and  to  deprive  of  a 
necessary  portion  those  who  have  none. 
The  national  Parliament  alme  can  step 
in  and  make  provision  for  opening  the 
land.  Why  is  it  that  the  young  men  of 
Tasmania,  that  fertile  island,  possessing  a 
magnificent  soil,  and  blessed  with  a  rain- 
fall that  the  people  of  my  electorate  would 
delight  to  have,  are  leaving  that  State? 

Mr.  Atkinson. — Because  they  are  am- 
bitious, and  see  better  chances  elsewhere. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— Exactly.  They  do 
not  leave  because  there  is  no  good  land 
there.  There  is  plenty  of  excellent  land 
in  Tasmania,  but  it  is  locked  up,  and  held 
by  a  few  men. 

Mr.  Atkinson. — The  North-west  Coast 
of  Tasmania  is  a  better  example  of  closer 
settlement  than  is  to  be  found  in  all  the 
rest  of  Australia.  It  is  one  of  the  most 
fertile 'parts  also. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  admit  its  fertility, 
but  what  is  the  use  of  that  if  the  land  i.i 
not  utilized?  It  is  of  no4ise  to  have  goo<r 
land,  which  is  cxpeecftf  (thO@gt@t  gifts 
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of  the  Almighty  to  a  people,  if  one  man 
is  allowed  to  monopolize  it,  while  all  the 
rest  starve  for  want  of  it.  That  is  the 
condition  of  Tasmania. 

Mr.  Atkinson. — The  honorable  member 
knows  nothing  about  it. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  have  been  there, 
and  made  inquiries.  Does  the  honorable 
member  seriously  tell  me  that  there  is  no 
land  locked  up  in  large  estates  in'  Tas- 
mania? 

,  Mr.  Atkinson. — Not  on  the  North-west 
Coast. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— Does  the  honorable 
member  beliero  that  the  young  men  of  Tas- 
mania would  not  prefer  to  remain  near 
their  parents  if  they  could  get  land?  It 
is  because  they  cannot  get  it  that  thev  art 
driven  away  to  Queensland  or  elsewhere. 
It  is  the  same  in  my  own  State,  and,  in 
fact,  in  every  State  in  the  Ccmmonwealtli. 
except  in  one  or  two  instances.  Liberality 
in  land  legislati(xi,  so  far  as  Australia  i^; 
concerned,  comes  fr<un  the  West,  but  un- 
fortunately the  worst  land  is  there,  and  so 
are  the  worst  ccaiditicHis,  such  as  want  of 
ctxnmunication.  All  the  best  land  near  the 
great  cities  of  Melbourne  and  Sydney  is  oc- 
cupied, as  the  homwable  member  will  find 
if  he  visits  the  Western  District  of  Vic- 
toria, not  by  men  and  women,  but  by  sheep. 
Should  men  and  women  give  place  to  the 
sheep?  God  forbid.  The  Almighty  in- 
tended that  every  living  creature  should 
.have  the  right  to  draw  its  life  frcm  the 
sml.  All  wealth  and  all  life  come  from 
the  soil,  but  if  we  allow  the  soil  to  be 
monopolized,  as  it  has  been  in  the  past,  and 
is  now  in  the  States,  Australia  will  never 
be  brought  out  of  bondage,  but  will  re- 
main a  prey  to  whoever  likes  to  take  her. 
It  is  a  farce  to  talk  about  immigration 
without  making  provision  for  land  settle 
ment.  We  want  population  badly ;  ut 
want  true  men  to  defend  Australia,  but  we 
shall  never  get  a  large  flow  of  immigra- 
tion without  a  proper  land  policy,  and  if 
we  wait  for  the  States  to  bring  it  about  we 
shall  wait  a  long  time. 

Mr.  Atkinson. — ^The  States  are  coming 
fast  to  a  progressive  land  tax.  and  to  com- 
pulsory purchase.  Tasmania  is,  at  an)' 
rate. 

Mr.  CHANTER. — They  have  been  com- 
ing to  it  for  a  long  while.  With  retjard  to 
the  referendum  on  the  new  Protection,  I 
should  like  the  Prime  Minister  to  state 
before  the  debate  closes,  how  he  justifie.s 


his  departure  from  the  principles  which  he 
held  a  very  short  while  ago,  when  provi- 
sion was  absolutely  made,  and  an  agree- 
ment arrived  at  in  Cabinet  by  the  lattr 
Deakin  Government  to  submit  to  the 
people,  by  means  of  a  referendum,  the 
question  of  empowering  this  Parliament  to 
deal  with  industrial  legislati<Hi.  Why  has 
this  change  been  brought  about?  Whv  U 
the  matter  to  be  delayed  ?  Why  is  it  now 
proposed  to  hand  the  question  over  to  a 
nebulous  body  called  the  Inter-State  Com- 
mission, which  is  not  yet  in  existence? 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — It  is  the  same  body 
as  we  always  proposed  should  deal  with  it. 

Mr.  CHANTER.~I  never  heard  a 
word  about  the  Inter-State  Commission 
dealing  with  the  new  Protecticai  until  the 
Prime  Minister  read  the  Ministerial  memo- 
randum. On  the  contrary,  I  often  heard, 
in  the  late  Deakin  party,  statements — and 
by  the  Prime  Minister  himself — that  a 
direct  vote  would  be  taken  at  the  next  gen- 
eral election  by  means  of  a  referendtim  on 
the  question  of  empowering  this  Parlia  ■ 
ment  to  deal  with  the  matter.  This  Par- 
liament and  the  late  Deakin  Government 
did  deal  with  it  in  a  manner  that  they 
thought  effective,  but  the  High  Court  de- 
clared that  it  was  not  effective,  inasmuch 
as  it  was  not  constitutional,  and  the  then 
Government  immediately  took  steps  to  find 
a  meuis  to  make  it  effective.  The  changt 
to  the  Inter-State  CcMnmissicm  fwoposa! 
can  mean  nothing  but  delay.  I  wish  lo  deal 
with  the  fiscal  question  so  far  as  it  relates 
to  this  party.  I  was  always  a  Protectionist 
first  and  foremost,  because  I  believed  that 
Protection  provided  work  for  both  the 
manufacturer  and  the  worker.  I  was  looked 
upon  as  a  lunatic  in  New  South  Wales  foi 
advocating  it.  I  was  one  of  three  who 
raised  the  flag  a  good  many  years  ago ;  and 
I  have  stuck  to  it  ever  »nce.  Many  ethers 
joined  the  movement,  and  the  present  Min- 
ister of  Defen(%!  at  cme  time  agreed  with 
me.  He  did  not  agree  with  me  recently, 
and  I  do  not  know  what  he  thinks  now. 
I  am  abundantly  justified  in  refusing  to 
ally  myself  with  the  enemies  of  Protection 
when  I  know  how  much  good  it  has  done 
to  my  own  State.  It  has  proved  of  parn- 
mount  importance  not  only  to  the  State  it- 
self, but  to  individuals.  These  figures, 
taken  from  the  statistical  returns,  prove  my 
conteJition,  and  I  challenge  anv  contradic- 
tion or  refutation  of  them.  The  increasf 
in  the  number  of  factori^inJfete,  South 
Wales  from  ipoi;  i4«vPySl&  intu 
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Federation,  until  the  end  of  1907,  was  i-> 
less  than  1,020.  The  wages  jHiid  in  1907 
sliowed  an  increase  over  1901  of 
^1,734,000.  The  output  of  the  factories 
in  1901  was  valued  at  ^^25, 000, 000, 
and  in  1907  at  ^40,000,000,  The 
policy  of  Protection  has,  therefore,  heen 
in  every  direction  of  such  immense  im- 
portance to  New  South  Wales  that  to  do 
anything  to  endanger  it,  or  to 
ally  myself  with  those  who  would 
endanger  it,  would  be  a  criminal  act 
on  my  part,  and  I  refused  to  do  it. 
I  should  like  to  know  what  agreement  hns 
been  entered  into  by  the  honorable  member 
for  Parramatta  and  the  Prime '  Minister  ? 
The  latter  told  his  party  at  a  meeting  be- 
fore this  fusion  was  effected— and  I  shall 
he  borne  out  in  this  by  my  present  col- 
leagues—that the  agreement  was  that  there 
should  be  no  interference  with  the  6scal 
policy,  or,  in  other  words,  with  the  Tariff. 
When  it  was  pointed  out  that  a  number  of 
anomalies  had  already  been  discovered,  and 
that  there  would  probably  be  more,  we  were 
assured  absolutely  that  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Parramatta  and  his  party  had 
agreed  that  there  should  be  no  interference 
with  rectification  of  anomalies  in  a  Protec- 
tionist direction.  Since  then,  the  right  hon- 
orable member  for  East  Sydney,  botli  in 
the  press  and  in  this  House,  has  declared 
that  he  made  no  such  agreement,  or  was 
no  party  to  any  such  agreement.  Further, 
we  have  had  the  hwiorable  member  for 
I.ang  and  the  honoraible  member  for 
Robertson  declaring  that  thev  were  not  par- 
ties to  any  such  agreement,  and  that  when- 
ever the  fiscal  question  is  raised,  they  claim 
a  perfectly  free  hand  to  deal  with  it  from 
a  Free  Trade  point  of  view.  I  do  not 
blame  those  gentlemen  for  a  moment,  but 
merely  state  the  fact  that  some  of  my  col- 
leagues at  least  were  led  to  believe  that 
there  was  really  to  be  a  truce  for  a  number 
of  years,  anomalies  being  rectified  in  a  Pro- 
tectionist direction.  Under  the  circum- 
stances, what  position  shall  we  be  in  when 
it  liecomes  absolutely  necessary  that  the 
Tariff  shall  be  revised?  The  honorable 
member  for  Parramatta  may  agree  with  the 
honorable  memlier  for  Ballarnt  fiftv  times, 
but  thev  cannot  ibind  the  next  Parliament. 
When  necessity  arises  for  new  industries, 
and  the  heart  of  the  people  is  in  that  direc- 
tion, the  people  will  have  their  way  in  spite 
of  all  agreements. 

Mr.  Atkinson.- -This  agreement  will  nni 
Sto]}  new  industries. 

[3--] 

I 


Mr.  CHANTER.— I  am  complaining 
that  there  is  no  agreement.  But,  if 
there  is,  how  can  I  possibly  hope, 
as  a  Protectkmistf  that  nine  or  ten 
of  my  old  comrades,  who,  I  hope, 
.ire  still  Protectionists,  can  prevail  against 
twentv  or  twenty-one  others,  includ- 
ing the  honorable  member  who  interjects, 
and  who  is  deadlv  opposed  to  the  principle 
of  Protection?  I  expect  that  the  honorable 
member  is  going  to  be  true  to  his  principles  ; 
and  he  has  proclaimed  himself  to  be  a  Free 
Trader. 

Mr.  Atkinson. — Where? 

Mr.  CHANTER.— In  the  House,  where 
he  voted  Free  Trade  all  the  time. 

Mr.  Atkinson. — I  voted  as  I  chose. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— The  fact  remains 
that  the  honorable  member's  votes  were  al- 
ways given  in  a  Free  Trade  direction. 

Sir.  Atkinson. — I  was  not  returned  on 
the  fiscal  issue. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— The  result  of  the 
position  I  have  indicated  must  be  chaofi. 
Any  agreement  has  been  disclaimed  by  some 
honorable  members;  and  yet  the  statement 
has  been  made  that  the  agreement  entered 
into  is  not  only  for  the  life  of  this,  but  for 
the  life  of  the  next  Parliament.  That  is 
attempting  to  bind  the  people  of  Australia ; 
but  we  cannot  bind  them  out^de  our  term 
of  representation. 

^^r.  Atkinson. — The  people  are  g(»ng 
to  indorse  the  agreement — the  fuaon. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— It  is  not  wise  to 
prophesy  at  anv  time ;  and  I  thirtk  the  hon- 
orable member's  hopes  will  be  shattered  if 
he  thinks  Australia  is  going  to  adont  the 
fusion.  I  have  received  hundreds  of  letters 
from  true  Liberals  in  all  parts  of  Australia  ; 
and  though  I  quoted  one  to-day  on  the  land 
question,  I  did  not  read  the  remarks  of  the 
writer  in  the  action  of  the  Prime  Minister, 
because  I  did  not  think  them  fair  comment 
to  read  frcxn  one  outside.  But  if  we  nay 
be  guided  by  the  letters  we  recei^e,  and  b\- 
sudj  meetings  as  I  have  addressed,  not  onlv 
in  my  own  electorate,  but  in  other  parts  of 
the  Commonwealth,  the  hope  of  confirma- 
tion or  approval  of  the  fusion  is  vain. 

Mr.  Atkinson. — Did  any  of  those  letters 
come  frwn  outside  the  honorable  member's 
own  electorate? 

Mr.  CHANTER.—Ves;  and  if  the  hon- 
orable member  had  been  in  the  chamber  he 
would  have  heard  tme  from  an  old  gentle- 
man approaching  seventy  years  of  age.  in 
the  electorate  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Maranoa,  whoj,.gij-||^^|4g^g{^s  driven 
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out  of  New  South  Wales,  because,  aithough 
there  were  many  millions  of  acres  of  good 
land,  none  of  it  was  open  to  him  on  which 
to  make  a  living. 

Mr.  Page. — In  Queensland  there  are  a 
lot  of  the  honorable  member's  constituents  ! 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  know  that  very 
well.  The  Fisher  Government,  by  the  press 
nnd  a  portion  of  the  party  now  on  the  Go- 
vernment side,  were  severely  condemned  for 
not  waiting  until  Parliament  met  before  in- 
terfering with  a  sum  of  money  that  had 
Ijeen  set  aside  for  the  special  purpose  of 
the  initiation  of  the  naval  defence  of  Aus- 
tralia. There  was  a  quarter  of  a  million 
sterling  which  the  States  Governments  sadlv 
wanted  to  get,  but  a  majority  of  this  Par- 
liament— not  honorable  members  sitting 
with  the  fused  party,  because  they  voted 
against  the  Surplus  Revenue  Bill  

Mr.  Atkinson.— There  was  no  vote 
taken. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— Not  only  by  vote, 
but  more  particularly  by  voice,  did  honor- 
able members  opposite  oppose  the  Surplus 
Revenue  Bill. 

Mr.  Atkinson. — I  thought  the  honor- 
at>ie  member  was  talkmg  of  naval  money. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— This  is  naval  money, 
because  this  provision  of  50,000  would 
not  have  been  made  but  for  the  Surplus 
Revenue  Bill. 

Mr.  Atkinson. — They  did  not  opp(Be 
d  provision  of  ;^25o,ooo  afterwards. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— It  was  too  late  then, 
because  the  provision  had  been  made.  The 
objection  that  was  raised  was  that  the 
Fhiher  Government  ccmmitted  an  unconsti- 
tutional act  by  utilizing,  without  calling 
Parliament  together,  money  which  had  been 
set  aside  for  a  specific  purpose.  I  am  not 
prepared  to  admit  that  any  promise 
was  given.  What  I  am  prepared 
to  admit  is,  that  any  Governmait 
that  comes  into  power  ^ould  consult  Par- 
Ii:iment  before  dealing  with  large  .'Uns  of 
n.oney,  as  to  the  directions  in  which  that 
money  should  be  disposed  of.  But  the 
Gnvernment  had  to  take  into  consideratit/O 
the  fact  that  this  money  was  specifically 
set  on  one  side  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
structing vessels  to  aid  in  the  defence  of 
Australia. 

Mr.  Atkinson. — No,  it  was  not.  That 
point  had  to  be  decided  when  Parliament 

met. 

Mr.  CHANTER— I  think  there  is  no 
doubt  about  the  matter. 


Mr.  Atkinson.— The  money  was  for 

naval  purposes,  but  was  not  to  be  touched 
until  Parliament  exercised  a  voice. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— What  is  the  con- 
struction of  destroyers  but  a  naval  pur- 
jKse?  The  money  was  specifically  applied 
fcr  a  certain  object,  which  object  was  a(t- 
proven  of  by  the  previous  Government. 
The  Fisher  Government  simply  carried  out 
v.i'a:  its  predecessor  in  office  had  approvetl 
(if. 

Mr.  Atkinson. — The  expenditure  hnJ 
not  beeii  approved  by  Parliament,  accord- 
ing to  the  promise  that  was  made. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— Parliament  expressed 
its  (.'pinion  when  the  money  was  appro- 
priated. The  party  to  which  my  htMiorable 
triend  belongs  said,  "We  do  not  want 
money  to  be  appropriated  for  that  purpose: 
let  us  go  on  as  we  are;  we  have  no  right 
to  *ake  the  money  from  the  States."  It 
1  remember  rightly,  my  honcvable  friend 
pUaded,  on  behalf  of  his  own  State,  that 
Tnsmania  was  losing  so  much  by  Federa- 
tion that  it  could  not  afford  this  further 
^cpenditure. 

Mr.  Atkinson. — The  honorable  member 
is  mixing  up  two  things,  to  suit  his  own 
argument. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— Surely  this  is  a 
matter  of  fact,  and  if  I  am  wrong  I  can 
be  challenged  at  once.  The  Fisher  Go- 
vernment, f  repeat,  spent  money  for  the 
si)ecific  purpose  that  bad  been  approved 
by  the  previous  Government.  But  what 
c;m  be  said  nbout  the  Government  now  in 
office  when.  Parliament  being  in  session, 
the  head  of  the  Ministry,  speaking,  of 
course,  for  his  colleagues,  pledged  Aus- 
tralia to  the  extent  of  ;£2,ooo,ooo  when 
he  knew  that  there  was  not  sufficient  money 
in  the  Treasury  to  carr>-  out  his  pnHnise ! 

Mr.  Atkinson. — ^The  proposition  has  to 
be  approved  by  this  Parliament. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— In  a  time  of  great 
stress  and  emergency  I  can  understand  a 
Government  acting  without  consulting  Par- 
liament— it  might  not  be  possible  to  call 
Parliament  together  before  action  had  to 
be  taken.  But  in  this  case  Parliament  was 
actually  in  session.  Furthermore,  when  the 
Government  asked  for  an  adjournment  for 
three  weeks  they  could  have  requested  Par- 
liament to  deal  with  this  matter  before 
adjourning.  Was  not  that  action  an  out- 
rage ?  I  think  it  was.  Pressure  was 
brought  to  benr  on  the  head  of  the  late 
Goi'cmment  to  induce  him  to  joffer  -i 
Dreadnought    tooigthfti  byMa(Bt©QC8untry. 
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Rightly  or  wrongly,  he  declined.  For  so 
doing  he  has  been  charged  with  disloyalty. 
The  same  charge  has  been  made  against 
others  who  think  with  him. 

Mr.  Atkinson. — Not  in  this  House. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— But  is  it  disloyal  to 
hold  a  definite  opinion  as  to  how  the 
Mother  Country  can  best  be  helped  if  help 
be  necessary  ?  This  Dreadnought  was  not 
solicited,  it  was  not  even  wanted.  Pro- 
bably the  Fisher  Government  knew  from 
Ijrivate  correspondence  what  the  wishes  oi 
the  Mother  Country  were.  They  were  cer- 
tainly fortified  by  expert  opinicm,  naval 
and  military.  Consider,  further,  that  there 
was  not  a  solitary  shilling  in  the  Treasury 
for  the  purpose.  There  was  not  even 
enough  to  meet  the  demands  for  the  pay- 
ment of  old-age  pensions.  Where  was  the 
j^2, 000,000  to  come  from? 

Mr.  Mathews. — Borrow  it ! 

Mr.  CHANTER.— Yes,  of  course.  Mark 
Twain's  idea  was  to  gamble  just  as  long  as 
his  friend  had  any  money  to  play  with. 
I  supixise  that  honorable  members  opposite 
would  gamble  just  as  l<»ig  as  the  people 
of  Australia  have  any  money  left.  If  this 
country  presents  a  Dreadnought  to  Great 
Britain  we  shall  have  to  say,  **Lend  us  the 
monev  to  pay  for  it." 

Mr.  Matthews. — "Lend  me  a  bob,  and 
I  will  shout  for  you!" 

Mr.  CHANTER.— This  policy  puts  the 
people  of  Australia  in  the  rrdiculous  posi- 
tion of  saying,  "Please,  Mother,  we  want 
to  make  you  a  present ;  lend  us  the  money 
to  buy  it  with." 

Mr.  Atkinson. — ^We  should  hare  to  pay 
back  the  money  afterwards. 

Mr.  CHANtER.— But  the  point  is,  we 
should  have  to  borrow  the  money  first.  It 
is  like  saying  to  a  man,  "Come  into  this 
hotel ;  give  me  sixpence,  and  I  will  treat 
you."  The  opinion  of  Lord  Charles 
Beresford  is  entitled  to  some  consideration. 
Hh  tells  us  that  the  best  way  in  which  we 
can  help  the  Motherland  is  to  act  upcm  the 
old  adage  that  "God  helps  those  who  help 
themselves."  We  shall  help  the  Mother- 
land better  by  helping  ourselves  to  defend 
our  country  than  by  giving  her  a  ship  which 
she  does  not  want,  at  a  cost  of  ,000,000 
sterlinR  which  we  shall  have  to  borrow 
from  her.  Is  it  not  also  a  fact  that  there 
is  not  a  slip  in  the  British  Isles  that  is 
not  now  occupied?  Would  it  not  be  better 
for  us,  under  these  circumstances,  to  con- 
struct sUds  for  building  our  own  ships 
here?  Then,  perhaps,  we  could  build 
Great  Britain  a  ship  and  send  it  to  her. 


Gov^nor  Bedford,  who  has  just  left 
Western  Australia,  and  who  is  an  old  naval 
officer,  has  also  expressed  an  opinicm  that 
is  entitled  to  respect, 

Mr.  Atkinson. — What  the  honorable 
member  has  stated  about  Lord  Charles 
Beresford  was  a  very  free  translation  of 
his  opinim. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— Lord  Charles  Beres- 
ford also  said  that  it  was  practically  an 
insult  to  England  to  offer  her  a  Dread- 
nought, because  it  absolutely  showed  Great 
Britain  to  the  world  as  being  financially 
weak,  and  weak  in  naval  administration 
and  policy. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Does  the  honorable 
member  say  that  Lord  Charles  Beresford 
made  that  statement? 

Mr.  CHANTER.— Yes,  he  did.    I  re- 
fer the  honorable  member  again  to  the 
of  the  28th  June.    He  will  find  the  follow- 
ing in  reference  to  the  Press  Conference, 
under  the  heading,  "Naval  Anxiety"  : — 

Admiral  Lord  Charles  Beresford  said  in  the 
course  of  fats  speech  :  "  The  dominant  note  of 
a\l  the  statesmen  who  have  addressed  the  Con- 
ference has  been  grave  anxiety.  This  has  not 
been  expressed  without  reason.  In  my  opinion, 
the  ic.ison  is  they  know  we  are  not  prepared. 
The  offers  of  the  Australian  and  New  Zealand 
(Jovemments  to  build  Dreadnoughit  is  the 
severest  condemnation  possible  of  Great  Bri- 
tain's Imperial  defence  policy. 

r  think  that  is  plain  enough. 

Mr.  Atkinson. — What  has  that  to  do 
with  the  honorable  member's  previous  state- 
moit? 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  said  that  Lord 
Charles  Beresford  had  characterized  the 
offer  of  a  Dreadnought  as  an  insult  to  the 
Mother  Country,  and  surely  he  did  -so 
when  he  said  that  it  was  the  severest  con- 
demnation possible  of  Great  Britain's  Im 
perial  defence  policy.  I  find  that  he  went 
on  to  say— 

"  The  weakest  part  of  the  present  system  Is  the 
defence  of  the  trade  routes.  The  Colonies  might 
undertake  the  establishment  of  oversea  repair- 
ing stations,  which,  owing  to  some  mad  infatua- 
tion, have  been  abandoned  after  large  sums 
have  been  spent  on  them." 

That  was  the  view  taken  of  the  Govern- 
ment's offer. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — And  since  then 
Ix>rd  Charles  Beresford  has  said  that 
;^6o,coo,ooo  should  be  spent  in  naval  con- 
struction. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— That  does  not  affert 
the  question.  Because  the  Fisher  Govern- 
ment would  not  compW  ^vith  Xhs  demand 
to  ofTer  a  Dreff,dff^g£ij^<§^\^  Britain 
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they  were  charged  with  being  unpatriotic 
and  disloyal.  We  know  that  great  meetings 
were  held  in  the  Melbourne  and  Sydney 
Town  Halls.  The  patriotism  of  the  people 
of  the  two  States  was  appealed  to,  and  the 
Lord  Mayor  of  Svdnev  established  a  fund. 
Then  the  Premier  of  Victoria  rushed  in 
and  said  that  if  the  Commonwealth,  as 
represented  by  the  Fisher  Government, 
would  not  offer  a  Dreadnought,  he  would 
do  so.  Next,  the  Premier  of  New  South 
Wales — whose  idea  of  help  for  the  Mother 
Country  up  to  that  time  was  an  increase 
in  the  amount  of  the  Naval  Subsidy — think- 
ing that  a  point  was  to  be  scored  against 
the  Commonwealth  Parliament,  undertook 
to  join  with  the  Government  of  Victoria  in 
pioviding  the  necessary  funds.  What  was 
the  result  of  the  appeal  to  the  patriotism 
of  the  people  of  New  South  Wales?  I 
find  that  up  to  the  31st  May  last — I  have 
no  later  figures,  though  I  admit  there  have 
been  some  additions  to  the  fund  since,  and 
Sir  Samuel  McCaughey  contributed 
;^io,ooo  only  the  other  day — only  £jSg,^6o 
was  contributed.  Of  that  amount  ;£64,470 
was  subscribed  by  201  persons,  and  ;^^3.594 
by  civil  servants,  banks,  &c.,  lenvinp  a 
balance  of  ^^^1,306  to  represent  the  patriot- 
ism of  the  rest  of  the  1,500.000  people 
who  comprise  the  population  of  the  State. 
That  was  the  response  to  the  appeal  to 
their  patriotism.  Although  we  are  now  in 
Juh  j  and  more  than  a  month  has  elapsed 
Since  the  31st  of  May,  I  wnture  to  say 
that  the  amount  of  the  fund  has  not  \ct 
reached  ^90,000,  and  I  question  very 
much  whether  it  will  reach  that  sum.  What 
justification  have  we  for  compelling  af;ninst 
their  will  every  man,  woman,  and  child  in 
New  South  Wales  who  have  not  contri- 
buted to  the  fund  to  contribute  about  9s. 
4d.  each  to  provide  this  gift  for  Grtnt  Bri- 
tain? Why  should  the  great  majoritv  of 
the  people  of  New  South  Wales,  and  of  the 
other  States,  because  thev  do  not  see  eye 
to  eye  ivith  those  who  approve  of  the  offer 
of  a  Dreadnought,  be  classed  as  disloyal? 
I  do  not  see  why  they  should  be  so  de- 
scribed, and  I  claim  to  be  as  loval  as  anv 
AustraliaJi,  or  as  any  native  of  the  Old 
Country  resident  in  Australia.  Austrnlia 
gave  me  birth,  but  I  Iwlieve  that,  if  pos- 
sible, I  have  always  had  a  greater  vener.i- 
tion  for  the  Old  Land  that  I  ha\-e  never 
seen  than  even  my  parents,  who  were  Ixirn 
there.  lUit  there  should  be  reason  in  all 
things.  When  Iho  children  of  a  familv  arc 
Town  up,  thev  should  no  hnj.;er  reni:iin 
Mr.  Chanlct. 


loafing  and  dependent  on  their  parents,  and 
we,  as  the  grown-up  children  of  the  Em- 
pire, should  be  prepared  to  help  the 
Mother  Country  rather  than  to  remain  a 
drain  and  a  drag  upon  them.  Mr.  Fisher, 
as  the  head  of  the  Government  at  the  tiire 
the  offer  was  proposed,  said  he  did  hm 
agree  with  the  proposition.  But  he  went 
further,  and  said  that,  as  the  head  of 
affairs  in  Australia,  he  was  proud  of  Aus- 
tralian loyalty,  and  that,  should  the 
necessity  for  it  arise,  he  was  prepared  on 
her  behalf,  not  merely  to  offer  a  Dnad- 
jiotighi,  but  to  plnce  the  whole  of  the  re- 
sources of  the  Commonwealth  of  Australia 
at  the  disposal  of  the  Mother  Country. 
Could  there  be  a  better  proof  of  loyalty? 
That  is  the  kind  of  assistance  for  which 
{rom  the  cablegrams  we  find  that  the  autho- 
rities in  the  Old  Countrj-  were  askinf;. 
I  believe  that  that  is  what  will  be  xeconi- 
mended  by  the  Defence  Confeicnce  in 
London.  We  should  begin  preparations  for 
the  defence  of  our  own  shores,  and  of  owr 
commerc-e,  which  represents  in  value  over 
_;^i8o.ooo,ooo  per  annum.  We  should 
provide  some  means  of  defence  against 
raiding  cruisers  that  might  visit  our  waters, 
and  should  not  continue  to  depend  on  thr 
payment  of  a  paltry  ^^200,000  a  jear  to 
ha\'c  ships  sent  for  our  protection  froat 
England,  16,000  miles  away.  There  may 
be  nothing  in  the  statements  as  to  the  hos- 
tile feelings  said  to  exist  at  present  Ic- 
tween  England  and  Germany.  Personalty, 
I  believe  that  many  of  the  references  to 
the  hostility  of  Germany  have  been  made 
for  political  purposes.  But  there  are  dan- 
gers nearer  at  hand,  due  in  scmie  measure 
to  our  own  legislation  prohibiting  the  in- 
troduction of  the  people  of  certain  Tace>. 
except  under  severe  restrictiwis.  We  hare 
the  gifts  of  the  Almighty  in  abundance  in 
Australia.  We  have  irtm,  and  coal,  and 
r.killed  labour.  All  we  need  is  the  deter- 
mination to  utilize  our  own  resource.*.  Oit 
rifle  clubs  and  cadets  are  unable  to  oht.-iiT 
the  rifles  they  need.  We  should  make  them 
on  the  spot,  and  give  employment  to  our 
own  people,  and  we  should  then  not  onl^ 
have  men  here  lo  defend  Australia,  but 
something  to  put  into  their  hands  to  defend 
it  with.  We  recognise  that  we  are  part  and 
parcel  of  the  British  Empire.  I  am  as 
proud,  and  perhaps  prouder,  of  that  than 
are  the  men  who  have  given  10,000  to 
'he  fund  for  the  purchase  of  a  Dread- 
naught,  One  or  two  of  those  men  could 
lieiter  afford  ^If^fi^bflgicfc^l^  affwt* 
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ten  pence.  Loyalty  and  patriotism  are  not 
10  be  measured  by  the  amount  of  money  a 
man  can  contribute  to  such  a  fund.  Many 
men  who  could  give  nothing  at  all  in  the 
way  of  money  would  be  prepared  to  give 
more  than  those  who  gave  ^10,000,  be- 
cause they  would  be  prepared  to  lay  down 
their  lives  for  the  Mother  Country,  if  it 
were  necessary.  When  all  ihebe  things 
are  taken  into  consideration,  1 
say  that  there  was  no  justification  for 
the  removal  of  the  late  Go%-ernment. 
There  are  a  good  many  legal  as  well  as 
political  students  in  the  Government,  and 
I  ask  them  to  cite  one  precedent  in  the 
history  of  the  Mother  of  Parliaments  where 
a  party  was  deposed  from  the  Treasury 
bench  except  on  a  measure  of  principle  and 
policy.  In  the  Old  Country  there  has  al- 
ways been  a  difference  of  opinion  in  re- 
gard to  policy  to  warrant  or  justify  the 
removal  of  a  Government.  But  here  we 
have  a  Government  uhich  has  taken  the 
place  of  another  Government  whose  policy, 
except  as  regards  a  progressive  land  tax, 
is  practically  the  same.  There  was  no 
justificaticHi  for  the  act.  The  Government 
have  no  right  to  occupy  the  Treasury 
bench,  because  whether  they  defeat  this 
motion  or  not  they  do  not  possess  the  con- 
fidence of  the  House.  I  know  that  on  the 
other  side  there  are  some  honorable  mem- 
bers who,  although  for  party  purposes  they 
will  vote  against  the  motion,  have  no  con- 
fidence in  the  Government.  It  contains 
some  estimable  men  whom,  though  we  dif- 
fer in  politics,  I  respect.  If  they  are  true  to 
their  pledges  it  will  be  like  a  tug  of  war. 
We  shall  see  one  half  of  the  Government 
pulling  at  one  end  of  a  rope  and  the  other 
half  pulling  at  the  other  end  with  a  little 
red  flag  in  the  centre.  I  repeat  the  warn- 
ing of  the  Age  that  the  alliance  was  un- 
holy. One  cannot  touch  pitch  without  be- 
ing defiled.  The  fusion  of  parties  was 
effected  without  the  warrant  of  the  people. 
Whether  the  people  will  approve  of  the 
fusion  by-and-hv  is  a  matter  yet  to  be 
determined.  The  honorable  member  for 
Wilmot  thinks  that  it  will  be  approved, 
but  it  has  never  had  any  warrant  from 
me.  While  giving  credit  for  sincerity  to 
some  members  of  the  Government  I  be- 
lieve th;it  they  have  made  a  serious  mistake. 
I  anticipate  that  in  the  years  to  come  no 
one  "ill  regret  that  mistake  more  than 
they  will.  They  have  shattered  a  party 
which  has  existed  in  Victoria  for  nearly 
the  whole  of  its  history,  and  a  party  which 
has  existed  in    New    South  Wales  for 


twenty-five  years.  There  has  been  a  merg- 
ing of  one  party  into  another,  where  it  b 
impossible  without  forfeiture  of  principles 
tor  men  to  go  and  support  legislation 
which  will  be  for  the  welfare  and  progress 
of  the  people.  I  trust  that  I  may  be 
proved  wrong  in  some  of  my  ideas,  and 
that  my  prophecies  will  not  be  fulfilled. 
But  I  feel  satisfied  in  my  own  piind  that 
while  this  great  desecration  has  bees 
committed  with  the  purpose  of  bring- 
ing about  only  two  parties  there  are  still 
three  parties.  There  is  one  party  occupy- 
ing the  Treasury  bench  improperlv.  There 
is  another  party  occupying  this  side  of  the 
House,  but  the  great  party  is  the  party 
of  the  people  nhicli  has  yet  to  be  appealed 
to  as  to  the  fusion.  If  the  elector  values 
one  thing  more  than  another  it  is  political 
consistency.  He  does  not  value  a  shaping 
for  personal  ends.  He  values  a  man  who 
pledges  his  word  that  he  will  represent 
him  truly  and  faithfully.  He  will  admire 
such  a  man  and  stand  by  him,  even  if  he 
does  not  like  some  of  his  principles,  more 
than  he  will  stand  by  a  man  who  is  first 
to  be  found  on  one  side  of  politics  and 
then  on  the  other.  These,  sir,  are  some 
of  the  reasons  why  T  have  no  confidence 
in  the  Government.  T  had  no  confidence 
in  one  section  of  it.-  I  could  not  have 
confidence  in  that  section,  because  if  its 
members  are  true  to  their  principles,  I  must 
be  faithful  to  mine,  and  we  are  diametri- 
cally oppo.sed  one  to  the  other.  I  had  omi- 
fidence  in  another  section,  but  its  members 
have  forfeited  my  trust,  because  they  hare 
allied  themselves  with  my  political  enonies. 
Personally,  of  course,  we  do  not  disagree 
one  with  the  <^her.  Although  it  is  stated 
that  the  numbers  are  up  I  have  no  hesita- 
tion in  saying  that  I  have  justification  for 
the  vote  I  intend  to  gi  ve.  H  aving 
no  confidaice  in  tlie  Government,  and 
believing  that  Australia  has  no  con- 
fidence in  them.  I  shall  give  my  vote  for 
the  motion,  and  leave  it  to  the  people  to 
sav  whether  they  agree  thaf  it  is  a  proper 
coalition. 

Debate  (on  motion  by  Mr.  Atkinson) 
adjourned. 

.ADJOURNMENT. 
Contract  Immici?ant§. 
Motion   (by   Mr.   Joseph   Cook)  pro- 
posed— 

That  this  House  do  now  adjoum. 

Mr.  PAGE  (Maranoa)  [10.42]. — I  desire 
to  bring  before  Sls^i.e^^ySo^gM 
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House  the  relations  that  exist  between  ccm- 
tract  immigrants  and  their  employers.  I 
have  already  handed  to  the  Minister  of 
External  Affairs  a  letter  which  was  sent  by 
six  contract  immigrants  who  were  brought 
out  to  the  Australian  Pastoral  Com- 
pany's Warbreccan  station.  For  the  in- 
formation of  honorable  members  I  "ill 
read  the  letter  which  speaks  for  itself — 

Warbieccan, 

19th  Tune,  1909. 
To  the  MioWer  for  Kxtemal  Affairs. 
S», 

The  uodcTsi^ed  immigrants,  who  recently 
arrived  in  Queensland  to  fulfil  an  agreement  00 
this  station,  herewith  supply  you  with  a  state- 
ment, which  each  one  is  prepared  to  testify  on 
oath  if  necessary,  setting  forth  the  conditions 
under  which  we  are  compelled  to  work  and  the 
pay  we  receive  for  same  : — 

(1)  Through  misleading  advertisement  in  the 
Scotch  press  we  were  induced  to  sign  the  agree, 
ment  in  Great  Britain  as  "  practical  farm  hands, 
accustomed  to  plough,  with  a  knowledge  of  the 
mana;;ement  of  stock,  &c."  We  submit  that  the 
authorities  under  whose  auspices  we  were  en- 
gaged must  have  been  aware  that  on  the  sta- 
tions we  were  being  sent  to  no  such  farming  as 
we  were  accustomed  to  was  required. 

(a)  In  the  handbook  issued  by  the  Queensland 
Government  it  distinctly  states  "  that  all  immi- 
grants must  be  paid  the  current  rate  of  wages 
obtainable  in  the  district  they  are  sent  to." 

The  scale  of  wages  paid  to  station  hands  here 
is  as  fiillows  : — ass.  per  week  for  station  (ordi- 
nary) work,  ;k>3.  per  week  during  shearing  time 
and  for  lamb  marking,  fencing,  and  (jcneral 
manual  labour.  We  have  performed  lU  these 
duties  satisfactorily  on  the  station,  doing  as 
much  work  for  20s.  per  week  as  the  men  who 
are  paid  the  ruling  rates, 

(^)  Most  of  our  time  we  are  engaged  at  nnvvy 
work,  for  which  the  regular  station  hand  rpceivcs 
JOS.  per  week,  whi'st  we  have  to  do  it  for  the 
lower  rate  of  20S.  We  do  not  learn  anythin'; 
of  the  slightest  value  to  us  were  we  in  a  posi> 
tion  to  settle  on  the  land,  and  we  understood 
that  to  settle  us  on  the  land  was  *he  ostensible 
reason  the  Government  had  in  bringing  us  to 
Queensland  as  immigrants. 

To  obey  the  spirit  of  the  agreement  en- 
tered into  we  have  been  compelled  to  work  on 
Sundays,  a  thini;  repugnant  to  us  all,  and  with- 
out extra  remuneration. 

We  are  not  in  a  position  to  say  who  is  n- 
sponsible  for  the  way  we  are  being  treated,  but 
if  Australia  is  to  "  advance  "  bv  such  methods, 
and  develop  into  n  second  South  Africa,  then 
we  sav  she  belies  her  motto.  We  would  there- 
fore entreat  the  authorities  to  give  our  case  con- 
sideration, trusting  in  their  British  love  of  fair 
play. 

The  undersigned  beg  to  remain, 
Yours  most  faithfully, 

Alex^ndeb  Bennet. 
,    ■  David  Fraser. 

ITarry  Cooper. 

T>0\AtO  McAl.tSTEH. 

Hdrh  Bannerman. 
Jons  Moor  O'Neiu.. 
Mr.  Batchelor. — Are  (those  the  men 
who  make  the  complaint? 
ifr.  Page. 


Mr.  PAGE. — Yes.  They  have  signed  the 
letter  «'hich  I  have  handed  to  the  ^linister 
of  External  Affairs.  The  honwable  mem- 
ber for  Boothby  went  into  the  case  when 
Minister,  and  this  letter  is  a  reply  to  ore 
by  the  Secretary  to  the  Department,  ask- 
ing for  further  information.  The  present 
Minister  promised  to  go  fully  into  the 
matter,  to  ascertain  whether  the  contract 
has  been  carried  out  in  its  entirety.  There 
is  another  letter  from  an  immigrant  brought 
out  by  the  same  company,  but  for  another 
station,  in  the  St.  George  district,  700  or 
800  miles  away.  I  ask  the  Minister  to 
ascertain  whether  the  men  have  a  grievance 
in  not  being  paid  the  current  rate  of  wages. 
As  I  represent  the  district,  I  know  that 
25s.  a  week  is  the  ordinary  wage  there  for 
station  work,  but  for  special  work,  such 
as  has  to  be  done  at  shearing  time,  or  in  the 
making  of  tanks,  the  usual  wage  is  30s.  a 
week.  I  want  the  Minister  to  find  out 
whether  it  is  the  Queensland  Government 
or  the  employers  who  are  at  fault. 

Mr.  Coon. — There  are  men  worldng 
for  I2S.  6d.  a  week. 

Mr.  PAGE. — That  may  be  so  on  sfwrie 
cf  the  stations  in  the  Batman  electorate, 
but  no  one  working  in  the  pastoral  districts 
of  the  Maranoa  electorate  receives  as  little 
OS  T2s.  6d.  a  week. 

Sir  John  Quick. — Was  the  contract  ap- 
pro\*ed  bv  the  Government? 

Mr.  PAGE.  —Yes.  There  was  some 
fuss  when  the  imniigr''nts  went  to  Long- 
reach,  and  it  wna  then  said  that  the 
Queensland  Government  had  stated  that 
20s.  a  week  was  the  ruling  rate  of  wages 
in  the  district. 

^^r.  GROOM  ^Darling  Downs— Minis- 
ter of  External  Affairs  [10.29]. — Although 
it  is  not  usual  for  Ministers  to  answer  qties- 
tions  while  a  motion  of  want  of  confidence 
is  being  discussed,  T  think  that  I  should 
be  permitted  to  make  a  statement  on  the 
matter  which  the  honorable  member  for 
Maranoa  has  brought  before  the  House. 
Some  time  ago  an  application  was  made  to 
the  Government  to  permit  certain  immi- 
grants to  be  brought  to  Queensland  under 
contr,ict.  The  conditions  of  the  contract 
were  sutHnitted  in  q  printed  document,  in 
which  was  set  out  the  rate  of  wages  to  !« 
paid.  These  were  stated  to  be  the  rates 
current  in  the  district  to  which  they  were 
going.  I'he  application  was  aocu'd- 
ingly  approved.  On  the  agth  Mardi 
last,  after  the  men  got  here,  a  letter  was 
recei\"ed  frcnn  Mr.  R.  Bow,  secretary  to 
the  Australian  Workers'  j^i^^|^ee|]^laining 
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that  certain  men  brought  to  Queensland  un- 
der oHitract  were  working  at  Warbreccan 
Station,  about  130  miles  from  Longreach, 
for  -£1  a  week,  when  the  current  rate  was 
from  24s.  to  30s.  per  week.  A  reply  was 
sent  to  that  letter,  and  inquiries  were  set 
on  foot  by  the  Department,  the  men  being 
asked  for  a  statement  of  their  case.  This 
statement  has  just  been  received  by  the 
Department,  through  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Maranoa.  In  it  the  declaration 
is  made  that  the  current  rate  of  wages  in 
the  district  is  more  than  20s.  a  week,  which 
is  the  rate  for  which  they  contracted  to 
serve.  The  Department  is  now  trying  to 
ascertain  what  the  current  rate  of  wages 
was. 

Mr.  Watkins. — There  seems  to  be  no- 
thing but  inquiries.  Why  does  not  the 
Minister  act? 

Mr.  GROOM. — ^All  necessary  informa- 
tion must  first  be  obtained,  in  justice  to  all 
parties.  It  must  be  remembered  that  the 
contract  for  the  introduction  of  the  men 
was  approved  by  the  Government  because 
of  a  statement  by  the  Queensland  Director 
of  Labour,  who,  judging  by  the  informa- 
tion he  supplied,  had  made  very  full  and 
complete  inquiries,  that  the  current  rate 
of  wages  in  the  district  was  that  which  the 
men  were  to  be  paid.  The  inquiries  now 
in  progress  will  be  continued.  The  mat- 
ter is  of  considerable  importance,  because 
great  injury  is  done  to  the  reputation  of 
Australia  when  men  are  prevailed  to  come 
here  fn»n  elsewhere  on  the  representaticm 
that  certain  rates  of  wages  prevail,  and 
they  find  on  arrival  that  the  conditions  are 
different. 

Mr.  Bakford. — ^The  best  thing  to  do 
would  be  to  decline  to  sancticm  any  con- 
tract. 

Mr.  GROOM.— The  occurrence  empha- 
sizes the  need  for  the  greatest  care;  but. 
as  I  have  said,  this  contract  was  approved 
only  on  the  strength  of  the  report  from 
the  Queensland  Director  of  Labour,  the 
matter  coming  before  both  the  honorable 
mnnber  for  Ballarat  and  his  success^,  the 
honorable  member  foe  Boothb}*. 

Mr.  Bamford. —These  squattens  cannot 
be  trusted. 

Mr.  GROOM.— The  statements  made  to 
the  Department  are  such  as  to  justify  a  full 
inquiry.  That  is  taking  place,  and  will  be 
ccHitinued. 


Mr.  BATCH  ELOR  (Boothby)  [10.34]. 
—I  hope  that  the  Minister  will  make  the 
fullest  investigation  as  to  the  rates  of  wage.s 
prevailing  in  the  district  in  which  these  men 
are  working.  It  is  difficult  to  get  at  the 
true  facts,  because  replies  to  the  inquiries 
sent  from  Melbourne  vary  according  to  the 
source  fnun  whidi  they  come.  Special 
inquiry  is  necessary  in  this  case,  sin<»  not 
only  is  the  administration  of  the  law  in- 
volved, but  the  honour  of  the  Queensland 
Government  is  at  stake.  I  remember  very 
well  some  of  the  circumstances  connected, 
not  with  this  particular  Ciire,  but  with  the 
introduction  of  contract  immigrants  by  the 
(^)ueensiand  Government,  acting  with  the 
permission  of  the  Federal  authority.  The 
original  application  for  leave  to  introduce 
fortv  station  workers  to  be  employed  by 
pastoralists  was  made  to  the  present  Prime 
Minister,  and  was  approved  by  him.  A 
further  .application  for  leave  to  introduce 
fifteen  men  came  ^  under  my  notice  im- 
mediately after  the  Fisher  Go-.ernment  took 
office.  An  honorable  member  raised  in  the 
House  a  question*  as  to  whether  these  men 
were  to  be  introduced  under  an  agreement 
to  receive  the  rates  of  wages  prevailing  in 
the  district  in  which  they  were  to  be  em- 
ployed, and  I  promised  to  make  in- 
quiries. I  accordingly  asked  the  Premier  of 
Queensland  what  were  the  rates  of  wages 
being  paid  in  the  districts  to  which  the  men 
were  to  he  sent.  After  some  delay,  we  re- 
ceived the  reply  to  which  the  Minister  of 
External  Affairs  has  referred.  The  Direc- 
tor of  Labour  in  Queensl.md  furnished  a 
statement  of  the  wages  piaid  cm  practically 
ail  the  pastoral  properties  in  that  State.  I 
have  since  h.id  that  statement  rerified  bv 
organizers  who  are  familiar  with  the  rates 
that  are  actually  paid,  so  that  the  Direc- 
tor's statement  appears  to  be  borne  out  bv 
information  received  from  private  sources. 
The  Queensland  Government  made  some 
demur  regarding  the  delay  that  had  taken 
place  in  approving  of  the  introduction  of 
the  additional  fifteen  men;  but  I  pointe.' 
out  to  them  that  they  had  not  complied  with 
my  request  to  name  the  actual  places  to 
which  the  men  were  to  be  sent  so  that  we 
might  ascertain  beyond  doubt,  hv  reference 
to  the  list  that  had  been  supplied,  whether 
the  rates  proposed  to  be  paid  corresponde.l 
with  those  prevailing  there.  In  that  way 
only  could  the  Act  be  carried  out.  I  under- 
stand that  in  that  list  appeared  a  statement 
to  the  effect  that  25s.  pet, week  was  paid 
on  Warbreccan  st@(^db^t£Hlft©gl6),  then 
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the  statement  of  the  men  that  they  are  re- 
ceiving only  20S.  per  week  shows  that  there 
has  been  a  distinct  breach  of  the  law  on  the 
part  of  the  pastoralists  employing  them. 
The  matter  is  a  very  serious  one,  and 
should  be  fully  inquired  into.  Obviousi>, 
if  the  complaint  is  well  founded,  it  is  im- 
pOTsible  for  the  Minister  to  take  the  word 
of  the  pastoralists,  given  through  the 
Que^land  Government,  as  to  the  rates 
of  wages  that  will  be  paid.  It  is 
absurd  for  us  to  pass  a  law  de- 
signed to  prevent  the  introduction  of  men 
to  sweat  those  already  in  employment  here, 
and  then  to  disregard  what  appears  to  l>e 
such  a  flagrant  violation  of  the  Act  as  the 
one  in  question.  I  hope  that  the  most 
searching  inquiry  will  be  made  into  the  mat- 
ter, and  that  tbe  law  will  be  strictly  carried 
out. 

"Mr.  SPENCE  (Darling)  [10.40].— Cer- 
tain remarks  which  I  made  last  week  hav 
beoi  challeiiged,  acceding  to  the  public 
press,  by  the  Director  of  the  Immigration 
Bureau  in  Sydney,  and  i»  therefore  take  this 
opportunity  to  call  attention  to  the  Fnct  that 
that  gentleman  has  not  made  any  statement 
disproving  the  assertions  in  question.  Ar- 
cording  to  the  press,  he  said  that  the 
Bureau  was  very  careful  in  selecting  those 
who  were  to  be  brought  out  here  as  domestic 
servants.  I  specially  stated,  in  the  raurse 
of  my  speech,  that  those  of  whom  I  spoke 
— and  some  of  whcvn,  I  had  the  very  best 
authority  for  stating,  liad  gone  to  ruin — 
were  decent  women. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Has  the  hon- 
orable member  proof  of  his  serious  state- 
ment? 

Mr.  SPENCE.— I  say  that  the  statement 
made  by  the  Director  of  the  Immigration 
Bureau  in  Sydnev-  is  no  reply  to  the  asser- 
tion I  made  in  this  House,  since  I  cast  no 
reflection  on  the  character  of  those  who  had 
been  selected.  The  Director  has  said  also 
that  the  Bureau  looks  after  the  girls  when 
they  come  here.  To  that  I  would  reply 
that  we  have  only  to  turn  to  the  public 
newspapers  to  find  that  one  committed  sui- 
cide, and  ihiic  another  left  liej  hired  ser- 
vice at  Manly,  and,  on  being  sued  by  her 
mistress  for  doing  so,  proved  that  she  had 
been  allotted  a  place  to  sleep  in  that 
was  swarming  with  vermin.  The  magis- 
trate decided  that  she  was  justified  in  the 
circumstances  in  leaving  her  situation.  I 
know  [lositivt'Iy,  from  the  statement  of  a 


person  who  went  with  anot"her  girl  who 
had  found  that  a  certain  house  at  which 
she  had  engaged  to  work  was  not  a  fit 
place,  that  when  she  sought  to  leave,  the 
"madame"  who  had  employed  her  took 
possession  of  her  box.  One  whom  I  know 
sought  the  assistance  of  a  policeman, 
who  had  to  help  the  girl  to  take 
away  her  box.  There  were  other  cases. 
Before  I  made  the  statement  I  had  evi- 
dence that  satisfied  me  that  it  is  incorrect 
to  say  that  these  girls  are  looked  afte; 
immediately  on  their  arrival.  The  head  of 
the  Department.  Mr.  Percy  Hunter,  has 
not  to  look  after  them. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts. — Australian  girls 
would  not  work  at  those  places. 

Mr.  SPENCE. — Only  a  stranger  would 
\ie  deceived  in  this  wjiy.  All  that  I 
contended  was  that  the'  girls  were 
not  locked  after.  I  also  complained 
of  their  being  induced  to  come  out 
here  by  misleading  statements.  The 
proper  way  to  settle  the  point  at  issue 
is  to  have  an  inquiry.  If  the  Premier  of 
New  South  Wales,  instead  of  denying  my 
statement  without  having  any  authority  for 
his  denial,  had  made  the  inquiries  that  T 
p.nd  others  have  done,  he  would  be  satisfied 
that  things  are  not  so  rosy  with  those  whl» 
are  being  brought  to  New  South  Wales  at 
the  expense  of  the  State  as  is  made  out.  I 
do  not  wish  to  repeat  what  I  said  last  week 
as  to  men  being  brought  out  here,  and 
working  for  less  than  the  prevailing  rates 
of  wages.  There  is  a  penalty  for  such  a 
breach  of  the  law,  and  yet  we  find  em- 
ployers dodging  it.  I  have  said  frt»n  Ibe 
outset  of  the  discussion  on  immigration  in 
this  House  that  it  rarely  happens  that  men 
engaged  in  the  Old  World  under  extract 
to  work  in  Australia  are  not  deceived.  I 
have  given  instances  of  the  deception  prac- 
.  tised  on  men,  even  within  the  bounds  of 
Australin,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  this  sys- 
tem will  never  work  well.  It  is  not  a  pood 
one,  and  I  hope  that  in  the  case  to  whicK 
attention  has  just  been  directed  action  will 
be  taken  to  teach  the  big  pastoralists  that 
thc\-  are  not  to  be  permitted  to  sneak  in 
immigrants  imder  contract  to  work  for  less 
than  the  ruling  rates  of  wages.  We  have 
quite  enough  trouble  in  securing  a  dbcent 
wa;re  for  the  men  already  here,  and  it  is 
wicked  to  pav  m^n  le=;s  than  the  rulinj; 
ratf  of  w.igcs  in  ronnexion  with  an  indus- 
try that  is  in  a  very  satisfactory  condition. 
This  is  an  attempt  to  bijng  them  at  least 
five  shillings  pe^iii?^  Mjs&)*BlQmnimuiii 
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rate   paid    for  any   class   of    work  on 
the  station.     The  Department  will  do  a 
great  deal  of  good  if  it  takes  very  severe 
action,  and  deters  some  of  the  others,  if 
possible,  fr<Hn  taking  any  similar  step.  It 
15  very  difficult  to  find  out  whether  men 
are  getting  low  wages  or  not,  as  one  has 
to  depend  upon  those  who  are  taking  the 
wages.    I  have  known  of  cases  where  men 
have  been  asked  to  ngn  a  pay-sheet  for 
higher   wages   than   they   were  actually 
getting.     All  sorts  of  dodges  have  been 
resorted  to  by  certain  classes  of  employers, 
so  that  it  is  difficult  to  find  out  the  facts ; 
and  when  we  do  get  a  case  we  should 
cwne  down  upon  them  according  to  the  law. 
I  hope  that  no  favoritism  will  be  shown. 
Whether  the  offenders  are  big  squatters  or 
small  men,  they  should  be  punished  when 
a  breach  of  the  law  occurs.    Jt  will  take 
yery  vigorous  administration  on  the  part 
of  the  Department,  and  great  watchfulness 
on  the  part  of  everybody,  to  check  these 
contracts,  which  are  made  outside  of  Aus- 
tralia, and  which  generally   deceive  the 
men  who  make  them. 

Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Howe  adjooraed  at  10.47  P-""- 


Senate. 

Wednesday  t  7  /a/^,  igog. 

The  pRESipENT  took  the  chair  at  2.30 
p.m.,  and  read  prayers. 

SUPPLY  BILL  (No.  i). 

Assent  reported. 

BUDGET. 

Senator  CJ^EMONS.— I  desire  to  ask  the 
leader  of  the  Senate,  without  notice,  if 
there  is  any  accuracy  in  a  statement  whidi 
appeared  in  a  Launceston  newspaper  of 
Monday  last,  to  the  effect  that  it  is  not  now 
the  intention  of  the  Treasurer  to  introduce 
his  Budget  until  October? 

Senator  MILLEN. — I  have  not  seen  the 
statement  referred  to.  I  shall  be  glad  if 
the  honorable  senatcn-  will  bring  it  undCT 
my  notice,  or  give  notice  of  a  que^on  in 
the  usual  way. 

PAPERS. 

Senator  MILLEN  laid  upon  the  table  the 

following  papers : — 

Post  and  Telegraph  Act  1901— Cancellation  of 
General  Postal  Regulation  3  and  substitu- 
tion of  new  Regulation  in  lieu  thereof.— 
Statutory  Rules  1909,  No.  70. 
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Census  and  Statistics  Act  1905 — 
Trade,    Shipping,    Oversea    Migntion,  and 
Finance  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Australia 
for   the   month   of   April,  1909. — Bulletin 

No.  28. 

Population  and  Vital  Statistics :  Common- 
wealth Demography,  1908,  and  previous 
years. — Bulletin  No.  13. 
Defence  Acts  1903-1904 — Regulation  (Provi- 
sional) for  the  Military  Forces  of  the  Com- 
monwealth.— New  Regulation  6dA,  and 
Amendment  of  Regulation  106. — Statutory 
Rules  1909,  No-  66. 

MINISTERIAL  STATEMENT. 

Policy  of  New  Administration. 
Debate  resumed  from  30th  June  {vide 
P2ge  591),  on  motion  by  Senatco-  Millen — 
That  the  paper  (Further   correspondence  re- 
garding Imperial  Naval  and  Military  Confer- 
ence) be  printed. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL  (Victoria) 
[2.34]. — In  discussing  the  programme  sub- 
mitted by  the  present  Government  one  is 
particularly  struck  with  the  fact  that  it 
contains  little  or  nothing  which  gives  any 
hope  to  the  great  masses  of  the  people.  Jt 
distinctly  shows  a  desire  to  help  all  classes 
in  Australia  save  the  wcvking  classes. 
There  seems  to  be  hardly  any  wish  wi  the 
part  of  Ministers  to  even  go  to  the  extent 
of  promising  that  stxnething  shall  be  done 
in  that  direction. 

Senator  Gray. — The  Labour  party  say 
that  this  programme  is  merely  a  copy  of 
what  they  proposed. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— I   am  not 
aware  that  the  Labour  party  have  made  that 
statement,  but  it  is  certainly  true  that  the 
programme  includes  matters  which  are  com- 
mon to  all  parties.    I   do  not,  however, 
propose  to  occupy  time  in  discussing  those 
items  of  a  national  character   which  are 
common  to  all  parties  and  to  all  persOTS 
who  desire  to  see  the  development  of  the 
nation  of  Australia.      I  want  to  discuss 
more  particularly  the  points  wherein  parties 
differ.    The  programme  of  the  Government 
has    been    divided    under    three  heads, 
namely,  "  Industrial,"    "  Defence,"  and 
'*  Finance."  In  the  first  place  I  find  some- 
thing in  the  nature  of  a  promise  to  the 
workers  that  there  shall  be  established  a 
Board  of  Trade,  which  will  be  the  pivot  of 
several  industrial  measures  or  powers.  It 
must  be  distinctly  understood  that  a  clear 
promise  was  given  to  the  workers  that,  what- 
ever party  might  be  in  power,  they  should 
be  allowed  to  participate  in^he  prelection 
given  at  the  Customs  HousfejIKSfefac- 
turers     in     the     form    of  Mceiving 


866  Ministerial 


[SENATE.] 


Statement. 


increased  wages  in  very  many  indus- 
tries. But  what  do  we  find  ?  The 
present  Prime  Minister  had  no  hesita- 
tion whatever  in  stating  that  it  was  a  simple 
question,  and  was  merely  a  matter 
of  levying  an  Excise  duty  or  granting  a  re- 
bate to  those  manufacturers  who  o^erved 
certain  conditions.  A  little  later,  however, 
we  found  that  he  was  not  only  willing,  but 
anxious,  to  provide  new  Protection  for  the 
workers  by  an  amendment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion. What  do  we  find  to-day  ?  The 
workers  are  promised  a  levelling  up,  but 
there  is  no  sugijestion  to  empower  the  pro- 
posed Board  of  Trade  to  increase  the  rate 
of  wages  in  any  industry  extending  through- 
out Australia.  In  this  [vogramme  it  is  pro- 
posed that  wherever  there  is  a  ccmflict  be- 
tweoi  the  wages  ruling  in  two  States,  or 
in  one  State  and  other  States,  there  may  be 
a  levelling  up,  but  where  a  sweating  rate 
exists  in  any  industry  in  all  the  States  no 
levelling  up  is  even  suggested.  I  could 
name  many  industries  which  are  not  only 
receiviiig  protectiwi  at  the  Customs  House, 
but  which  could  not  possibly  be  dealt  with 
under  this  programme.  It  contains  an  item 
which  is  of  promise  to  the  wmkers.  Re- 
ferring to  the  Inter-State  Commission,  we 
are  t<rfd  that — 

Among  its  duties  will  be  those  of  ft  Federal 
Labour  Bureau,  comprising  a  study  of  unem- 
ployment and  of  a  scheme  for  insurance  against 
im  employment. 

Whilst  I  shall  not  be  found  voting  against 
any  scheme  to  provide  for  insurance  against 
unemployment,  I,  as  a  representative  of 
the  working  classes,  have  no  enthusiasm  to 
waste  on  a  proposal  of  this  character. 
What  does  that  paragraph  mean  ?  It  is  an 
admission  that  under  the  existing  system  the 
governing  powers  of  Australia  are  incom- 
petent to  abolish  unemployment.  The  idea 
of  a  Government  in  the  twentieth  century 
admitting  the  fact  that  it  is  beyond  their 
power  to  provide  employment  for  the  men 
and  women  of  the  country  is  certainly  .some- 
thing new,  and  verv  significant.  Why  do 
men  work  ?  They  toil  to  produce  wealth'.  In 
turn,  the  distribution  of  that  wealth  means 
material  comfort  to  the  workers.  The 
value  to  the  Commonwealth  of  a  worker  in 
regular  employment  has  been  variouslv  es- 
timated. It  should  be  the  duty  of  evcrv 
Goveminent  in  Australia  to  see  that  the 
whole  of  the  workers  are  given  employ- 
ment by  which  they  may  be  able  to  main- 
tain themselves  and  their  families,  and  add 
to  the  material  pjosjwrity  of  the  country. 
However,  in  spite  of  the  numbers  behind 
Senator  E.  ].  Russell. 


them,  the  present  Government  apparently 
confess  that  it  is  quite  impossible,  under 
any  proposal  they  are  able  to  sulxnit,  to 
abolish  imemployment.  That  may  be  satis- 
factory to  workers  of  the  class  whom  Sena- 
tor Walker  has  referred  to ;  but  it  wiU  not  be 
satisfactory  to  the  thousands  of  unemployed 
in  Australia  to-day.  I  regret  that  the  Go- 
vernment should  be  so  hopeless  of  satisfac- 
tory results  fr(Hn  their  pn^amrae.  It  will 
not  give  any  satisfaction  to  those  who  are 
unemployed  in  Australia  to-day  to  learn 
that  the  Government  confess  their  inability 
to  abolish  the  causes  of  unemployment. 

Senator  TtniLEv. — How  is  the  casual 
labourer  to  be  provided  iot  under  the  Go- 
vernment's scheme? 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSEU..— I  do  not 
propose  to  enter  upon  a  discussion  of  de 
tails.  I  merely  say  that  the  present  Coali- 
tion Government  hold  out  no  hope  to  thf 
workers  that  they  will  be  able  to  abolish 
unemployment.  The  confession  is  some- 
what unlike. the  Leader  of  the  present  Go- 
vernment, who,  in  the  past,  whatever  i«t)- 
posals  he  may  have  sutmitted,  has  always 
been  prepared  with  plenty  of  promises  cal- 
culated to  delude  the  people.  Wherever  in 
the  Ministerial  statement  there  is  a  re- 
ference to  the  appointment  of  a  Board  of 
Trade,  the  development  of  markets,  the  ap- 
pcnntment  of  a  High  Coounissioner,  or  to 
any  matter  affecting  the  interests  of  the 
trading  and  manufacturing  sections  of  the 
community,  the  Government  say,  distinctly, 
that  they  are  going  to  do  something.  But 
in  every  reference  to  a  matter  affecting 
the  workers,  they  say  that  they  are  going 
to  study  it.  No  doubt  they  will  contijiuir 
to  promise  and  go  <m  studying  measim-> 
which  would  be  of  advantage  to  the  workers 
who,  in  the  meantime,  will  be  permitted  to 
starve.  Side  by  side  with  the  admission  ^' 
the  Government  that  they  are  unable  to 
suggest  anything  which  will  abolish  unem- 
ployment, the  unemployed  will  derive  little 
satisfaction  frcwn  the  following  state- 
ment 

An  active  policy  of  immigration  will  be  un- 
dertaken, and  will  be  expanded  in  tlic  light  of 
the  knowledge  made  available  by  the  CommiuiMi 
and  the  Bureau,  and  with,  it  it  hoped,  the  co- 
operation  of  all  the  States. 

The  Fisher  programme,  enunciated  at 
Gympie,  w.is  described  by  the  present  Prime 
Minister  ;is  "a  pious  aspiration."  What  sort 
of  a  pious  asi)iraticm  is  it  to  express  a  liofv 
that  the  State  Governments,  who  Nve 
hitherto  refused  to  '^Wet^te.Ayj^  ^ 
deral  authoriti^iSi#4bb\gi£ne)gJ!RD^ 
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ticHi,  will  now  do  so  nuiking  lands 
available  for  persons  who  might  be  induced 
to  cone  to  Australia.  So  far,  the  State 
Governments  have  shown  little  desire  to 
make  lands  available,  not  merely  for  immi- 
grants, but  for  those  who  are  in  Australia 
at  the  present  time.  Only  yesterday,  in 
the  Victorian  Legislative  Assembly,  Mr. 
Cotter,  the  honorable  member  for  Rich- 
mond, brought  under  the  notice  of  that  body 
the  case  of  a  man  who  was  deluded  into 
coming  to  this  country  by  statements  made 
by  a  respcMisible  officer  in  the  employ  of  the 
Victorian  Government.  That  man,  ap- 
parently, is  now  to  be  left  by  the  same 
'  State  Goverrunent  to  starve  in  Melbourne. 
This  is  the  kind  of  thing  which  the  present 
Federal  Government  is  going  to  propose 
for  the  benefit  of  the  workers  of  Australia. 
Under  the  heading  of  **  Industrial,"  I  also 
find  reference  to  sane  measures,  which 
would  have  been  proceeded  with  had  there 
been  no  change  of  Government.  No  matter 
what  Government  may  be  in  power,  I  hope 
that  the  measure  proposed  to  reduce  the 
qualification  of  residents  for  obtaining  an 
old-age  penaon  frcra  twenty-five  to  twenty 
years,  will  be  carried.  I  can  safely  s;iy 
that  had  the  Fisher  Government  remained 
in  office,  such  a  measure  would  have  been 
amwgst  the  very  first  introduced'  this  ses- 
sion. Some  little  time  ago,  the  prestnt 
Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs,  as  Leader 
of  the  Government  in  the  Senate,  intro- 
duced the  Australian  Industries  Preserva- 
tion Bill.  At  that  time,  there  was  no 
doubt  in  the  mind  6f  Mr.  Deakin,  or  in  the 
mind  of  Senator  Best,  that  the  proposed 
law  would  be  effective.  Scxne  of  us  raised 
such  doubt,  and  we  were  told  that 
there  was  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  the 
measure,  if  passed,  would  prevent  the  de- 
velopment of  trusts  in  Australia.  Since 
that  time  the  Australian  Industries  Pre- 
servation Act  has  been  tested  and  found 
wanting.  What  is  the  position  of  the  Go- 
vernment to-day  ?  Do  the  present  Prime 
Minister  and  the  Minister  of  Trade  and 
Customs  undertake,  as  tbev  did  twelve 
mcmths  ago,  to  abolish  trusts  and  prevent 
their  development  in  Australia?  No,  to- 
day they  propose  the  introduction  of  a 
Bill  providing  for  the  prohibition  of  in- 
equitable rebates  by  trusts  and  combines. 
What  does  this  mean?  It  means  that  the 
Government  acknowledge  to-day  that  they 
are  unable  to  prevent  the  development  of 
trusts.  Instead  of  amending  the  existing 
Act,  or  introducing  a  new  and  more  drastic 
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measure  to  prevent  the  develc^iment  of 
trusts  in  Australia,  the  Government  are 
going  to  permit  the  existent  of  trusts,  and 
will  merely  prevent  them  from  granting  re- 
bates. 

Senator  St.  Ledger. — ^The  power  to 
grant  rebates  is  the  most  powerful  weapon 
in  the  hands  of  the  trusts. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— Whatever 
may  be  the  most  powerful  weapon  in  the 
hands  of  the  trusts,  Mr.  Deakin  was  quite 
confident,  and  SenatOT  Best  was  absolutely 
sure,  that  the  Australian  Indiutries  Pre- 
servation Act  would  be  effective  to  pre\'ent 
the  development  of  trusts. 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — I  hope  the 
honorable  senator  will  quote  exactly  what 
I  said,  and  will  not  give  merely  Ms  own 
free  translaticHi  of  what  I  said. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— I  find 
nothing  in  the  Ministerial  statement  before 
us  to  indicate  that  the  Government  intmd 
to  prevent  trusts  from,  axning  into  operA- 
tion  in  Australia.  We  know  that  there 
are  many  differences  of  opinicwi  existing  be- 
tween members  of  the  present  Govern- 
ment, and  even  between  the  two  represen- 
tatives of  the  Government  in  the  Senate. 
We  can  only  judge  of  what  the  Govern- 
ment intend  to  do  by  the  statement  put 
before  us,  and  there  is  nothing  in  it  to 
indicate  that  they  are  really  gcnng  to  tackle 
the  trusts  problem  at  all.  In  another 
paragraph  of  the  statement  we  are  in- 
formed that  the  Government  are  going  in 
for  a  new  departure.  The  expres»on  is 
somewhat  DeaJdnesque,  One  member  of 
the  Cabinet,  .who  has  been  touring  Vic- 
toria,* advocated  as  strongly  as  he  could 
the  borrowing  of  monev  by  the  Cwnmcm- 
wealth,  but  in  this  Ministerial  statement 
the  Government  make  reference  only  to  a 
"new  departure."  Why  do  they  not  in- 
timate that  they  intend  to  cwnmit  the  Com  - 
monwealth  to  a  borrowing  polic)'  ?  I  have 
no  hesitation  in  saying  that  if  in  the  in- 
terim a  strong  public  opposition  to  such  a 
policy  be  developed,  the  Government  will 
find  some  other  method  of  explaining  what 
is  now  familiarly  known  as  "  a  new  de- 
parture." Then,  when  they  axe  asked  whv 
they  have  departed  from  their  announced 
policy  they  will  be  ready  with  the  solemn 
assurance  that  the  "new  departure"  did 
not  refer  to  any  borrowing  proposal  what- 
ever. It  is  rather  remarkable  that 
some  members  of  the  Government  are 
being  permitted  to  wander  throughout 
the  Commonwealthj  zadyftatld^^lOrolirv 
which  their  colleague  do  not  indorse. 
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Nor  are  indications  wanting  that  the 
Ministry  are  not  very  serious  in  regard 
to  t^^r  financial  proposals.  Apparently 
they  desire  to  temporarily  ptBtpone 
the  sulwnission  of  their  financial  scheme 
in  the  pious  hope  that  in  the  mean- 
time they  may  be  able  to  reconcile  the  dif- 
ferences which  exist  between  them.  If 
that  is  not  the  positi«i,  I  am  quite  unable 

to  understand  

Senator  Millen. — Hear,  hear  ! 

Senator  E.  J  RUSSELL.— If  that  is 
not  the  position  I  am  quite  unable  to  un- 
derstand why  there  should  be  any  delay 
in  dealing  with  this  vital  question  after 
igio.  The  Vice-President  of  the  Execu- 
tive Council  interjected  just  now  "Hear, 
hear."  I  am  not  quite  clear  whether  he 
meant  to  convey  the  idea  that  the  reason 
which  I  advanced  was  correct,  or  whether 
he  sarcastically  meant  that  my  statement 
that  I  was  quite  "  unable  to  understand  " 
was  correct. 

SenatOT  Millen. — Hear,  hear  ! 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— I  thank  my 
lionorable  friend  for  his  "Hear,  hear,"  and 
in  reply,  wish  to  say  that  the  fact  that  I 
am  unable  to  understand  does  not  in  any 
way  reflect  upon  my  intelligence.  If  any- 
body were  to  ask  me  what  the  Vice-Pre- 
sident of  the  Executive  Council  had  ad- 
vocated in  the  past,  I  should  be  able  to 
tell  him. 

Senator  Millen. — Show  me  where  there 
is  any  discrepancy  between  what  I  have 

advocated  in  the  past  and  the  document 
which  the  honorable  senator  holds  in  his 
hand. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— In  the  same 
way,  if  I  were  asked  whether  I  could 
understand  what  the  Minister  of  Trade 
and  Customs  has  advocated  in  the  past,  I 
should  have  no  hesitati(»l  in  answering 
"  yes."  But  I  cannot  reccmcile  the  hybrid 
proposals  which, have  emanated  fr(xn  both 
those  ^ntlemen.  I  regret  that  Senator 
Trenwith  is  not  present,  but  that  is 
scarcely  my  fault,  as  I  have  previously  in- 
timated that  I  had  a  few  remarks  to  make 
concerning  him.  Among  the  very  modest 
members  of  this  Chamber  

Senator  Needham. — There  are  a  few. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— Among  the 
very  modest  members  of  this  Chamber  is 
Senator  Trenwith.  I  ha\-e  heard  one  or 
two  claims  made  by  htmorable  senators,  but 
I  had  no  idea  that  the  Senate  contained 
such  an  intellectual  giant  as  Senator  Tren- 
with until  I  heard  him  make  the  rather 


astounding  statement  the  other  night,  that 
so  great  was  the  gulf  between  his  own  men- 
tal ability  and  that  of  Senator  Findler, 
that  he  had  accomplished  more  in  a  single 
hour  than  Senator  Findley  could  aclueve 
in  a  thousand  years.  That  modest  declara- 
tion reminds  me  of  a  public  meeting  which 
I  heard  Senator  Trenwith  address  at  Bal- 
larat  some  time  ago,  at  which  lie  affirmed 
that  he  had  practically  brought  the  Labour 
party  into  existence,  and  that  he  had  main- 
tained it  for  years,  although  subsequentU 
he  claimed  that  he  had  aoxmiplished  more 
than  all  the  members  of  the  Labour  party 
combined.  As  is  well  known,  Ballarat  is 
a  strong  Liberal  constituency,  but,  despite 
this  fact,  Senator  Trenwith  received  only 
about  two  votes  in  it  for  every  five  cast  io 
favour  of  the  Labour  party,  thus  evidoK- 
ing  that  his  innate  mcxlesty  is  really  vay 
helpful  to  us. 

Senator  Walker. — The  honorable  sena- 
tor must  remember  that  he  is  a  Victorian. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— I  do  recol- 
lect that  fact,  but  I  do  not  think  that  he 
contains  the  best  elements  of  the  best  Vic- 
torians. Senator  Trenwith,  who  claims  to 
have  accomplished  so  much  for  labour,  oc- 
cupies rather  a  peculiar  positicm,  in  that  he 
failed  to  vote  for,  and  even  urged  the  with- 
drawal of,  a  proposal  made  in  this  Chamber 
by  Senator  Findley  for  the  applicati(xi  to 
the  distilling  industry  of  the  new  Protec- 
tion. Senator  Trenwith  used  all  his  per- 
suasive powers  to  induce  Senator  Findley 
to  withdraw  that  proposal,  but  without 
avail.  What  was  the  result?  When  the 
divisicm  was  taken  this'  great  champion  of 
labour  was  absent  and  did  not  record  lui 
vote. 

Senator  Findley. — And  where  was  the 
Minister  of  Trade  and  Cust<»ns? 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL— He  wm 
absent,  as  usual. 

Senator  Millen. — The  honorable  saw- 
tor  should  not  be  so  eloquent  on  the  sub- 
ject of  absences,  because  it  is  a  game  at 
which  two  can  play. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— I  have  no 
objection  to  the  Vice-President  of  the  Exe- 
cutive Council  playing  it  against  me  if 
can.  I  have  never  been  absent  frwn  this 
chamber  when  any  question  upon  which  I 
was  pledged  to  my  cCHistituents  was  under 
consideration,  or  when  any  proposal  affect 
ing  die  welfare  of  the  masses  was  being 
discussed.  The  Excise  Tariff  (Spirits)  Act 
was  placed  upon  the  statute-boMC  in  the 
fice  of  direct  oppositicftrpo.the|part  of  the 
Deakin  Government.    ^d(V&lfttoc  Pl«y 
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ford  and  Senator  Keating,  who  represented 
the  Government  in  this  Chamber  at  the 
time,  voted  against  the  measure,  notwith- 
standing that  the  Administration  to  which 
they  belonged  subsequently  claimed — for 
the  purpose  of  securing  what  votes  they 
could  from  the  labouring  classes — ^that  they 
were  the  great  expcxients  of  the  hctt  Pro- 
tecticxi.  The  award  given  by  the 
Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs  in 
connexion  with  ihe  employes  in  the 
distilling  industry  was  of  the  most 
liberal  character.  It  was  the  first  occasion 
upon  which  clerical  workers  had  had  their 
wages  regulated  by  law  throughout  the 
Commonwealth.  Yet  Senator  Trenwith, 
the  great  champicHi  of  labour,  who  has  dcxie 
more  for  the  workers  in  one  hour  than 
Senator  Findlev  could  aoxxnplish  in  a 
thousand  years,  did  not  take  the 
trouble  even  to  vote  upon  that  measure. 
At  all  events,  Senator  Findley  can  say, 
"I  have  suooeeded  in  carrying  a  law  in 
the  Commonwealth  which  did  materially 
tmj»ove  the  condition  of  the  workers,  and 
which  did  bring  comfort  to  the  homes  of 
some  people";  whilst  Senator  Trenwith 
can  wily  say  that  he  neglected  his  duty, 
and  failed  to  stand  up  for  his  principles. 
Senator  Trenwith  may  take  refuge  behind 
the  fact  that  the  provision  in  question  was 
declared  tmconstitutional  by  the  High 
Court. 

Senator  Findu:y. — ^It  was  not  so  de- 
clared. The  pcnnt  has  never  been  de- 
dded. 

Senator  £.  J.  RUSS£LL.--At  all 
events,  the  Government  have  ceased  to 
administer  the  Act,  believing  it  to  be  un- 
constitutional. 

Senator  Turley. — ^And  the  wages  have 
been  reduced. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— In  some 
cases  they  have  been,  but  the  wages  have 
not  gone  back  to  the  figure  at  which  they 
previously  stood,  when  the  men  worked 
very  long  hours  for  very  small  remunera- 
ti<Mi.  It  may  interest  honorable  senators 
if  I  read  the  following  letter  which  I  have 
received  from  Dr.  WoUaston,  the  Comp- 
troller-General of  Customs — 

All  instructions  issued  under  the  Excise  Tariff 
Act  1906  relating  to  wages  paid  by  distillers 
were  withdrawn  oo  the  7th  July,  1908.  At  the 
same  time,  I  believe  these  wages  are  still  being 
paid  by  Joshua's,  and,  I  fancy,  other  distil- 
lers. 

Honorable  senatws  opposite  know  Joshua, 
who  is  the  chief  of  their  party  at  the 
present  time.  Whether  that  Act  was 
oonstitutional  or  not,  Senator  Findley,  by 


means  of  it,  succeeded  in  securing  a  per- 
manent increase  of  the  wages  of  the  men 
engaged  in  the  industry  in  the  State  of 
Victona,    whilst  this  great   power,  this 
creator  of  the  Labour  movement.  Senator 
Trenwith,  did  absolutely  nothing  to  bring 
about  this  improved  condition  of  things. 
Now  I  wish  to  deal  with  a  few  notes  upon 
Senator  Trenwith's  speech  of  last  week.  I 
was  astounded  at  the  honorable  senator's 
attitude  and  bearing.    It  was  my  good  for- 
tune  to  arrive  in  this  great  and  marvellous 
city  of  Melbourne  on  a  very  memorable 
day  in  the  history  of  the  workers  of  Aus- 
tralia.   It  was  during  the  great  maritime 
stnke,  which  was  largely  organized  and 
controlled  by  the  same  honorable  senator. 
I  was  but  a  boy  then,  but  I  can  remember 
a  few  mddents  wry  well.    One  of  my 
recollections  is  of  walking  through  Mel- 
bourne to  Flinders  Park  and  seeing  armed 
mra  m  the  streets.    These  armed  men  had . 
been  called  out  at  the  instance  of  the  pre- 
sent Prime  Minister  of  Australia.  They 
had  mstructions  from  their  chief.  Colonel 
Price,  to  "Fire  low  and  lay  them  oiif." 
After  a  while  I  reached  the  scene  of  a 
great  meetmg.    There  was  one  man  then 
who  stood  out  as  the  champion  of  the 
workers.   The  impression  which  I  recsved 
at  that  time  has  never  been  wiped  out  of 
rny  memory.    Senator  Trenwith  then  de^ 
clared  the  right  of  men  to  organize,  to 
strike,  and  to  fight  to  obtain  just  conditions 
of  labour.    He  urged  the  workers  to  or- 
ganize both   politically    and  industrially. 
When  the  capitalists  at  that  period  asked 
why  workers  struck,  and  why  they  did  not 
send  representatives  to  Parliament,  amqng 
the  earliest  advocates  of  that  policy  was 
Senator  Trenwith.    He  was  elected,  and 
advocated  the  claims  of  the  workers  in  the 
Legislative  Assembly  of  this  State.  Hav- 
ing thus  become  a  champion  of  Labour,  he 
now  claims  that  he  created  the  Parliamen- 
tary Labour  party.    It  must  be  admitted 
that  he  occupied  at  that  time  probably  the 
highest  position  that  it  was  possible  for 
the  workers  of  this  country  to  confer 
upon  him.     I  believe  that  he  enjoyed  the 
absolute  confidence  of  evCTy  worker  in  Aus- 
tralia.    We  subsequently  found  him  lead- 
ing a  party  of  very  earnest  men,  some  of 
them  extremely  able  advocates  of  the  Labour 
cause.     The  honorable  senator  alleges  that 
he  never  left  the  Labour  party. 
Senator  Trenwith. — Hear,  hear. 
Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— But  that 
the  Labour  parly  left  him. 
Senator  Trenwith. — Hear,  hear. 
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Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— When  Sen* 
atOT  Trenwith  resigned  his  position  of 
Leader  of  the  Labour  party  in  the  State  of 
Victoria,  it  was  confidently  believed,  even 
if  there  was  no  absohrte  vote,  that  he  was 
entering  a  Cabinet  to  represent  the  workers 
of  Victoria. 

Senator  Trenwith. — But  there  was  an 
absolute  vote.  There  was  a  vote  of  thanks 
for  past  services,  and  of  congratulation  on 
my  becominjf  a  member  of  the  Cabinet. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— I  am  glad  to 
hear  that  that  was  so.  That  strengthens  my 
statement  that  the  honorable  senator  wait 
into  the  CfU»net  as  a  Labotu:  man  to  advo- 
cate Labour  principles. 

Senator  Trenwith. — Hear,  hear. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— But  what 
was  his  positicm  then  ?  He  permitted  him- 
self to  be  committed  to  proposals  with 
whidi  I  know  he  did  not  affree.  He  al- 
lowed his  own  political  principles  to  be 
com|womised  by  a  Ministry  which  was 
amongst  the  failures  of  Victorian  political 
history. 

Senator  Trenwith.  —  To  which  prin- 
ciples does  the  honorable  senator  refer? 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.  —  Since  the 
honorable  senator  asks  me,  I  will  give  the 
exact  facts.  The  Government  of  which  he 
was  a  member,  but  in  which,  nevertheless, 
he  was  still  supposed  to  be  an  advocate  of 
labour,  actually  introduced  a  Bill  relating 
to  old-age  pcsiskms,  redudng  the  then 
existing  pension  from  los.  to  7s.  per 
week. 

Senator  Trenwith.  ■ —  The  hwiorable 
senator  is  very  ill'infc»rmed.  His  state- 
ment is  altogether  wrong.  There  was  no 
pea»on  at  all  at  that  time.  The  Act  had 
lapsed  four  or  five  months  before. 

Senator  E.  J,  RUSSELL.— If  there  is 
to  be  a  splitting  of  straws,  I  shall  indicate 
whai  toc^ 

Senator  Trenwith. — That  is  right. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— An  Old-ajge 
Pensions  Act  had  been  in  eustence  in  Vic- 
toria, under  which  the  maximum  pension 
payable  was  los.  per  week.  I  understand 
that  that  Act  was  limited  in  its  operation. 
At  the  end  of  the  period  for  which  it  was 
enacted,  it  was  necessary  to  introduce  a 
new  Bill,  which,  however,  was  practically 
a  measure  to  continue  the  old  Act.  The 
new  Bill  was  introduced  by  the  Liberal 
Government  of  which  the  honorable  senator 
was  a  member.  But  they  did  not  propose 
to  continue  the  old-age  pension  of  los.  per 
week.  They  actually  proposed  to  cut  down 
the  amount  to  ;s.  per  week.    The  honor- 


able senator  voted  for  the  payment  of  a 
pensiOT  of  7s.  Mr.  Kirton.  the  manber 
for  Ballarat  West,  if  I  recall  the  facts 
rightly,  moved  to  strike  out  the  word 
"seven,"  with  the  intention  of  substitut- 
ing "ten."  Senator  Trenwith  voted 
against  that  proposal.  Then  the  Liberal 
Government,  whidi,  like  most  Liberal  Go- 
VOTmioits,  was  as  tricky  as  possible, 
moved  to  insert  the  word  '*  eight." 
Again  the  honorable  senator,  when  he  could 
not  secure  a  pen.sion  of  7s-  per  week,  \"oted 
for  a  pensicHi  of  8s.  as  against  a  pension  of 

IDS. 

Senator  Trenwith. — But  we  got  the  old- 
age  pensicHi. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— We  secured 
an  old-age  pensioi  of  8s.  a  week  instead 

of  IDS. 

Senator  Trenwith. — ^We  got  an  old-age 
pension  of  8s.  ji  week  instead  of  nothing. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— I  ask  the 
honcN-able  soiator  to  tell  me  

Senator  Trenwith.— I  cannot  tel!  the 
honorable  senator  now,  but  I  will  by-and- 
by. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— I  know  what 
the  honorable  senator  wants  to  say,  and  that 
is  that  the  Upper  House  would  not  pass  the 
old-age  pensions.  If  it  would  not  pas* 
them  then,  why  did  it  pass  them  for  the 
Turner  Government? 

Senator  Trenwith.— The  honorable 
senator  ought  to  know  that  the  first  Bill 
proposed  a  pensitm  of  7s.  per  week,  as  in 
New  Zealand.  Being  near  Christmas,  it 
was  interjected :  "  Oh,  it  is  Christmastime^ 
give  them  los.  a  week  this  time."  It 
was  oniv  an  experiment.  It  was  not  passed 
as  a  pension  of  los.  per  week.  The 
original  proposal  was  a  pension  of  7s.  a 
week,  and  just  as  a  good-natured  act  at 
Christmas  time,  as  it  was  only  a  tentarive 
measure,  the  pension  Was  made  los.  a 
week. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— Am  I  to 
understand  that  the  tumorable  senator  sug- 
gests that  it  was  a  good-natured  act  whidt 
offered  los.  a  week  as  a  peiuoon? 

Senator  Trenwith. — That  is  the  fact, 
and  if  the  honorable  senator  will  look  up 
the  record,  he  will  find  that  it  is  so. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— Good  nature 
indeed  !  I  have  always  understood,  and 
regret  to  learn  otherwise,  that  the  honorable 
senator  advocated  an  old-age  pension  as  the 
just  right  of  every  individual,  Yet  he  says 
that  the  Assembly  allowed  a  penatxi  of 
los.  a  week  to  go  througlv-inffoodi  nature. 
I  have  never  hedtdi^ctfbyflisCG^wvatncft 
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in  any  Parliament  dc»ng  anything  of 
that  kind  before  through  good  nature. 
If  C(Miservatives  in  Victoria  good- 
natured  1  y  granted  3s .  a  week  more 
than  they  would  otherwise  have  done, 
what  becwnes  of  the  honorable  senator's 
claim  that  they  would  not  have  voted  los. 
a  week  as  good-naturedly  as  7s.  or  8s.  ? 
There  is  no  justification  for  saying  that 
the  Upper  House,  which  voted  los.  a  week 
on  one  occasiai,  would  not  have  voted 
similarly  ort  anothor  oocasicxi.  At  all 
events,  if  the  honcvable  soiator  had  been 
the  strcmg  earnest  advocate  that  he  had 
been  in  previous  years,  of  the  right  of  old 
people,  he  would  have  said  first :  "  Let  us 
try  for  a  penwon  of  los.  a  week.  If  the 
Upper  House  will  not  pass  that,  we  will 
have  to  accept  the  inevitable"  Can  be 
refer  me  to  any  speech  which  he  made  on 
those  lines  at  that  time? 

Senator  Trenwith. — No. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— The  honor- 
able senator  meekly  permitted  his  political 
opinion  to  ,be  compromised  bv  bel<xiging  to 
a  Govemmoit  of  that  descriptioi.  I  want 
to  deal  now  with  a  few  points  of  the  ad- 
dress he  delivered  here  the  other  day.  Of 
course,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  deal  with 
the  whole  of  his  speech.  In  the  few  notes 
I  took,  I  have  tried  to  preserve  intact  his 
exact  meaning.  I  trust  that  he  will  not 
think  for  a  moment  that  I  desire  to  iois- 
lepresent  his  views.  Fr(Hn  the  positicxi  he 
is  now  occupying;  be  said — 

Wlieo  we  dispersed  for  the  recess,  I  was  sit- 
ting here  id  conjunction  with  the  supporters  of 
the  Labour  party.  Mt  hooprable  friends  know 
that  my  sympathies  during  the  whole  of  my 
political  life  have  been  with  the  aspirations 
of  the  Labour  party.  , 

I,  with  other  honorable  senators,  thought 
that  his  aspirations  had  been  with  the 
Labour  party.  I  was  led  to  believe  that  we 
could  rely  upon  him  for  absolute  support  of 
all  ideals  of  Labour.  But  what  is  the  use 
of  aspirations?  Though  I  do  not  want  to 
rob  the  honorable  senator  of  credit  for  his 
share  of  the  work  he  did  in  creating  the 
Labour  party,  I  would  point  out  that  other 
men  have  given  more  time  and  thought,  and 
done  much  more  practical  work  than  he  has 
ever  done  in  that  direction.  Let  me,  in  all 
friendliness,  ask  him  this  questicm.  Apart 
fron  the  fact  that  he  worked  and  spoke  on 
behalf  of  certain  principles,  in  common  with 
other  persons,  what  record  has  he  to  show 
that  he  accomplished  anything  in  the  form 
of  legislation  beyond  that  secured  by 
the  indirect  pressure  which  the  Labour 


party  has  brought  to  bear  upon  various 
Governments?     I    heard   the  tvmorable 

senator  claim  that  he  was  the  first  per- 
son to  bring  into  existence  in  Victoria  the 
minimum  rate  of  wage.  It  is  certainty 
true  that  he  was  the  first  to  move  in  that 
direction,  but  he  should  have  been  just 
to  his  colleagues,  as  he  expects  them  to  be 
just  to  him  in  return.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that 
he  was  invited  in  the  name  of  the  Labour 
party  to  move  in  that  direction  ? 
Senatcn-  Tmnwith.— Na 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— Is  it  not  a 
fact  that  one  man — the  present  Leader  of 
the  Victorian  Labour  party — had  special- 
ized on  the  subject  for  two  years,  had 
searched  the  records,  and  had  ascertained 
where  the  principle  operated  in  Australia, 
Europe,  and  America?  Is  it  not  a  fact 
that  the  Labour  party  invited  the  honor- 
able senator  to  take  up  the  principle  with  a 
view  to  its  enactment  ? 

Senator  Trenwith. — It  is  a  fact  that  it 
was  very  nearly  lost  through  the  acticxi  of 
the  present  Leader  of  the  Labour  party. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— On  that  occa- 
uon  the  honorable  senator  used  matter  whidi 
it  had  taken  another  person  two  years  to 
collect,  and  if  he  was  successful  in  his 
effort  it  was  only  at  the  behest  of  the 
Labour  party,  who  did  their  duty  to  him 
as  leader  by  asking  him  to  move  in  ad- 
vocacy of  this  great  principle.  But  it  is 
not  fair  for  him  to  say  "Al<me  I  did  it." 
He  cmly  did  what  was  his  duty  as  leader 
of  the  party. 

Senator  Trenwith. — I  do  not  claim  any 
moK  than  that. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— The  honor- 
able senator  made  the  modest  claim  that 
he  had  done  more  in  an  hour  than  Senator 
Findley  would  do  in  a  thousand  years. 

Senator  Trenwith. — I  beli«ve  that  that 
is  correct. 

Senator  E.  J..  RUSSELL.— I  regret 
that  the  honorable  senator  was  not  pres«it 
a  few  moments  ago,  when  I  tried,  and,  I 
believe,  successfully  tried,  to  prove  that 
Senator  Findley  had  as  his  record  the 
establishment  of  new  Protection,  which  the 
honorable  senator  tried  to  induce  him  to 
withdraw  from. 

Senator  Trenwith. — What  was  new  Pro- 
tection ? 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— New  Pro- 
tection in  the  distillery  trade. 

Senator  Trenwith. — If  it  is  a  mattw  of 
getting  proper  wages  for  the  taat,  1  bav^ 
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been  doing  that  for  thirty  years.  That  is 
not  new. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— The  honor- 
able senator  has  been  advocating  that. 

Senator  Trenwith. — ^And  I  have  been 
successful. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— When  the 
honorable  senator  had  a  practical  oppor- 
tunitv  to  vote  on  new  Protection,  did  he 
cast  a  vote?  Certainly  not.  When  an 
amending  Bill  was  before  the  Senate,  and 
I  moved  for  the  eicclusion  of  lawyCTs — ^who, 
by  the  way,  received  nearly  j^goo  from  the 
unfortunate  agricultural  implement  workers 
— was  it  Senator  Findley  or  Senator  Tren- 
with who  asked  me  to  withdraw  fror.  that 
position  ?    It  was  the  latter. 

Senator  Trenwith. — I  think  that  the 
position  is  an  unsound  one.  I  do  not  think 
that  vou  could  get  on  without  lawyers. 
You  want  them  more  than  the  other  fel- 
lows. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— I  withdraw 
from  the  position,  since  I  understand  that 
the  honorable  senator  is  an  advocate  of 
industrial  laws  with  lawyers  to  run  the 
show. 

Senator  St.  Ledger. — Judges  are  in- 
trusted with  that  now,  and,  if  Judges,  why 
not  lawyers? 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— It  is  not  by 
the  wish  of  any  recognised  Labour  organ- 
ization, and  if  it  be  the  wish  of  Senator 
Trenwith  that  lawyers  should  appear  in 
such  crises,  he  does  not  hold  the  views  which 
the  Labour  party  throughout  Australia  hold 
in  that  regard.  In  a  friendly  sort  of  way 
he  ventured  the  following  remarks:— 

However,  the  Labour  Goremment  was  dis- 
possessed. Now,  I  had  tome  voice  in  the  dis- 
cussion as  to  whether  they  ibould  be  dis- 
possessed, and  as  vigorously  as  I  was  able  I 
urged  that  the  effort  to  remove  them  from 
office  should  not  be  made. 

That  is  puzzling.  It  reminds  me  of  the 
phrase  which  the  Prime  Minister  applies  to 
mdustrial  affairs;  it  is  a  little  oonplex. 
We  are  thankful  that  he  strove  to  prevent 
the  fusicm  of  parties  being  effected.  Why 
did  he  make  that  effort?  Was  it  because 
in  his  opinitm  the  programme  of  the  Labour 
party  was  sound  or  unsound  ?  I  take  it  that 
it  was  because  he  considered  that  our  pro- 
gramme was  a  sound  one.  Did  he  believe 
that  the  enactment  of  the  principles  «iun- 
ciated  at  Gympie  would  be  beneficial  to 
Australia?  If  he  did.  then  he  only  did 
his  duty  in  trying  to  prevent  the  Fisher  Go- 
vernment from  being  dispossessed.  But 
what  do  we  find?  While  the  great  Demo- 


cratic party  to  which  he  claims  to  belong, 
those  who  are  known  in  this  State  as  the 
"  good  as  Labour  men,"  have  accused  the 
mrabers  of  the  Labour  party  from  time 
to  time — I  do  not  say  that  Senator  Tten- 
with  has — of  bartering  thnr  axisdoice  in 
the  caucus,  will  he  say  why  he  sits  on 
the  other  side,  why  he  is  prepared  to  give 
any  support  to  the  Coalition  Government? 

Senator  Trenwith. — I  think  I  said  why 
the  other  evening. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— Presently  1 
will  state  the  honorable  senator's  reason. 
In  view  of  the  fact  that  his  actira  at  the 
caucus  meeting  indicated  his  belief  that  at 
that  period  the  Fisher  Government  was  the 
best  one  for  Australia,  that  is  an  admission 
from  his  own  lips  that  he  has  betrayed  his 
principles  to  abide  by  the  majority  c^eciaon 
of  the  so-called  Lilieral  party.  I  do  not 
blame  the  honorable  senator  for  abiding  bv 
a  majority  decision,  because  I  do  not  think 
that  there  is  any  room  for  individuals  in 
our  system  of  party  government.  Knowing 
that  he  believes  in  party  government,  and 
expressed  his  belief  at  the  Federal  Con- 
vention, I  do  not  blame  him.  I  only  want 
to  make  it  quite  clear  that  it  is  impossible 
for  him  to  belong  to  the  so-called  Liberal 
party,  to  the  fusicHi  party,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  claim  the  allegiance,  the  confidence, 
and  the  trust  of  the  members  of  the  Labour 
party.    This  is  what  he  said — 

There  was,  I  understood,  a  desire  on  the  part 
of  those  who  were  in  direct  opposition  to 
coalesce  with  the  Deakio  party,  as  the  Labour 
partv  had  coalesced  with  the  Oppositi<»i  to  put 
the  Deakin  party  out. 

Did  the  honorable  senator  intend  to  convey 
that  there  was  a  distinct  co-operative  dFort 
on  the  part  of  the  Labour  party  and  the 

then  direct  Oppositicm? 

Senator  Trenwith. — Only  during  the 
time  of  the  vote.  That  is  all  I  claimed, 
and  that  same  sort  of  coalition  was  sought 
again  to  put  out  the  Labour  party. 

Senator  Turley. — Not  the  same  sort. 

Senator  Trenwith. — Exactly  the  same 
sort — a  vote  of  no-confi  dence,  with  no 
agreement  or  alliance,  simply  to  put  out 
the  GoA'emment. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — The  first 
vote  was  not  given  in  that  way  at  all.  It 
was  a  vote  upon  a  distinct  clause  of  the 
Bill,  and  the  effect  was  to  put  the  Govern- 
ment out. 

Senator  Trenwith. — Both  parties  joined 
in  a  vote  against  the  Government. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  SraoN. — The  last 
vote  was  given  tP^itBHtbitfc&(3^dgfle  party 
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Senator  Trenwith.— I  am  not  speaking 
of  the  last  v(Me,  but  of  what  occurred  last 

session. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL. — One  was  a 
distindt  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  Labour 
partv  to  show  clearly  to  the  people  of  Aus- 
tralia that  they  were  no  longer  associated 
,  and  co-operating  with  the  Deakin  party. 
The  then  Opposition,  purely  for  reasons  of 
their  own,  and  certainly  not  because  of  any 
sympathy  with  the  Labour  programme, 
joined  in  as  a  tail  to  the  Labour  party  for 
the  ^ort  space  of  about  three  minutes. 

Senator  Trenwith. — When  was  that? 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— When  the 
■direct  Opposition  of  the  day  joined  with 
the  Labour  party  to  put  the  Deakin  Go- 
vernment out. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — Does  the 
iionorable  senator  refer  to  last  session  ? 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— Yes. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — But  that 
'was  all  arranged  between  Mr.  Deakin  and 
.Mr.  Fisher. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— Senator 
Trenwith  has  said  that  the  ooaliti<m  be- 
tween the  Labour  party  and  the  then  Op- 
•position  led  by  Mr.  Joseph  Cook  was  the 
same  kind  of  coalition  as  that  between  the 
Deakin  party  and  that  led  by  Mr.  Joseph 
Cook  to-day. 

Senator  Trenwith. — If  the  honorable 
JKnator  will  read  my  remarks,  he  will  find 
that  I  said  no  such  thing.  I  spoke  of  what 
took  place  last  session,  and  of  sranething 
else  that  it  was  proposed  should  take  place 
last  sessicm. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— I  am  afraid 
that  the  honorable  senatcn*  has  forgotten 
what  he  said.  These  are  the  words  he 
used — 

There  was.  I  understood,  a  desire  on  the  p.irt 
of  thee  who  flrere  in  direct  Opposition  to 
coalesce  with  the  Deakin  party  as  the  latter 
party  had  coalesced  with  the  Opposition  to  put 
the  Labour  party  out. 

Senator  Trenwith. — Yes,  that  was  last 
session. 

Senator  Turiey. — But  the  statement  is 
not  correct  all  the  same. 

Senator  Trenwith. — Yes,  the  position 
■was  exactlv  the  same. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— There  was 
nothing  in  common  between  the  direct  Op- 
position to  which  the  honorable  senator  re- 
fers and  the  Labour  party.  If  that  Oppo- 
sition chose  to  join  with  the  Labour  partv 
in  displacing  the  Deakin  Government,  it 
was  certainly  not  with  the  intention  of 
"keeping  a  Labour  Government  in  power. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Svmon.— Or  of  put- 
ling  a  Labour  Government  into  power. 


Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— Or  of  put- 
ting a  Labour  Government  into  power. 
But  the  present  fusion  or  coalition  was 
premeditated.  The  negotiations  to  bring 
it  about  had  been  going  on  for  four  months 
at  least. 

Senator  Trenwith. — I  am  not  talking  of 
the  present  coalition,  as  the  honorable 
senator  must  know.  I  was  talking  of  what 
was  sought  to  be  60m  last  session. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— I  under- 
stood that  the  honorable  senator  was  speak- 
ing of  those  who  expelled  the  Fisher 
Government  from  office. 

Senator  Trenwith. — No,  I  was  speak- 
ing of  what  happened  last  sessiwi. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.--I  may  haw 
misrepresented  the  honorable  senator,  but 
if  he  will  carefully  read  his  own  words 
he  will  admit  that  there  is  no  attempt  on 
my  part  to  do  him  any  injustice,  ot  to  put 
upon  them  a  construction  which  the  words 
he  used  will  not  bear. 

Senator  Trenwitii. — I  am  sure  of  that, 
but  I  am  pointing  out  that  the  honorable 
senator  was  in  error. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— I  accept 
the  honorable  senator's  assurance,  but  it 
did  seem  to  me  that  the  statement  he  made 
was  incorrect.  Another  statement  made  by 
the  honorable  senator  is  as  follows — 

The  grounds  on  which  the  alliance  was  sought 
to  be  mad«  was  that  the  Opposition  had  agreed 
to  a  very  Urge  number  of  the  views  which  I 
have  held  for  many  vears,  and  which  honorable 
senators  opposite  hold,  and  have  held  for  years. 

I  ask  Senator  Trenwith  to  bear  with  me 
for  a  moment  whilst  I  endeavour  to  explain 
what  this  really  means.  Senator  Trenwith 
has  advocated  for  many  years  political 
action  on  the  part  of  the  trade  unions.  As 
recently  as  seven  or  eight  weeks  ago,  he 
advocated  equality  of  payment  for  serWces 
rendered  irrespective  of  sex.  He  has  al- 
ways been  a  militant  trade  unionist.  He 
has  held  ideals  in  sympathy  with  those  of 
the  Labour  party,  and  yet  in  all  sincerity 
the  honorable  senator  now  tells  the  Senate, 
the  people  of  Australia,  and  particularly 
the  people  of  Victoria,  that  the  men  who 
are  to-day  sittinc;  behind  the  Deakin  Go- 
vernment desire  to  form  an  alliance  in  sym- 
pathy with  many  of  the  views  which  he  and 
members  of  the  Labour  party  have  held  for 
many  years. 

Senator  Trenwith. — That  is  their  alle- 
gation. I  wish  to  give  them  an  opportunity 
of  proving  it;  apgpje@30(tte|^onorable 
senator  does  not  o 
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Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— The  honor- 
aUe  senator  is  willing  to  accept  their  word 
that  they  intend  to  do  these  things? 

Senator  Trenwith. — No,  no. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— Let  me  put 
the  position  to  the  honorable  senator  in 
another  way.  For  many  years  he  was  asso- 
ciated with  the  Trades"  Hall  Council,  and 
was  a  worthy  and  respected  member  of 
that  institution. 

Senator  Trenwith- — I  am  still. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— I  am  not 
saying  that  the  honorable  senator  is  not. 
1  speak  of  the  time  when  he  was  actively 
associated  with  that  body.  Suppose  the 
men  who  are  now  professmg  to  suppOTt 
the  Deakin  Government  hgd  come  to  the 
boiorable  senator  and  said:  "We  are  in 
sympathy  with  your  ideals  and  with  the 
ci)jects  of  your  trade  unions."  That  would 
be  an  allegation  that  thev  were  in  sympathy 
with  ihe  ideals  and  objects  of  the  honorable 
senator  and  the  trade  unions ;  but  would 
he,  because  of  that  allegation,  trust  those 
men,  and  ask  them  to  come  inside  the 
unions  and  the  Labour  organization  ? 

Senator  Trenwith. — Yes,  I  would. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— I  can  only 
say  that  I  would  not.  I  trust  the  day  is 
far  distant  whoi  the  members  of  the  Em- 
ployers' FederatioD  will  be  penmtted  to 
enter  the  trade  unicxis.  Whien  they  are 
the  trade  unions  will  come  to  an  end,  as 
Senator  Trenwith  with  his  great  experi- 
ence must  know. 

Senator  Trenwith- — Perswially,  I  am 
always  glad  of  a  convert  from  anywhere- 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— As  I  have 
already  said,  no  man  exercised  a  greater^ 
influence  over  me  in  my  earlier  days  than 
did  the  honorable  senator.  I  do  not  think 
that  the  attitude  which  I  take  up  in  poli- 
tics to-day  is  one  whit  more  advanced  or 
mme  uncOTipromising  than  that  assumed 
by  Senator  Trenwith  in  past  years.  The 
honorable  senator  is  not  the  type  of  man  to 
listen  to  plausible  expressions  of  sympathy 
with  his  ideals.  He  has  been  a  strong  in- 
dividual fighter  for  his  principles.  Can  we 
believe  that  this  strong  fighter,  who  has 
for  a  quarter  of  a  century  at  least  been 
fighting  against  the  Employers'  Federation. 
COTservatives,  Free  Traders,  and  anti-new 
Protection  men,  is  prepared  to-dav.  when 
thev  have  practically  been  whipped  by  him 
and  others  into  their  present  positicm — 

Senator  Trenwith. — If    they  submit, 
have  T  not  done  right? 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— Are  we  to 
believe  that,  because  these  men  have  told 


the  honorable  senator  they  are  willing  to 
indorse  his  views  for  the  progress  of  Aus- 
tralia, he  is  willing  to  accept  their  w(vd? 
Does  the  honorable  senator  believe,  to 
quote  a  typical  case,  that  Mr.  W.  H;  Irvine 
is  going  to  co-operate  with  him  in  carrying 
out  the  principles  which  Senator  Trenwith 
has  advocated  in  ccnnmon  with  the 
Loibour  party  for  many  years? 

Senator  Trenwith. — I  say  that  if  Mr. 
Irvine  says  he  is  willing  to  do  so,  let  him 
come  and  do  it. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— If  Mr.  W. 
H.  Irvine  said  it  to  me  a  thousand  times 
r  would  not  trust  him.  Senator  Trenwith 
has  befOTe  now  tackled  some  big  jobs  io 
Jhe  interests  of  the  people,  but  I  am  afraid 
he  will  tackle  the  biggest  job  he  ever  took 
in  hand  when  he  sets  out  to  convince  the 
I>eople  whom  he  has  so  much  impressed  io 
the  past  that  he  is  to-day  co-operating  for 
the  benefit  of  the  working  man  with  the 
Chairman  of  the  EmpIo>'ere'  Federation  and 
men  like  Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. 

Senator  Trenwith. — I  have  done  that 
before.  I  co-(^}erated  with  Mr.  Bruoe 
Smith  when  he  was  Chairman  of  the  Em- 
ployers' Federation  to  initiate  arbitration 
proposals  that  were  adopted  by  the  Trades 
Hall  Council,  and  tihat  operated  effectively 
for  some  years. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— If  I  were  in 
the  position  of  adviser  to  the  honorable 
senator,  I  should  ask  him  not  to  tell  the 
electors  of  Victoria  that  he  was  co-operat- 
ing with  Mr.  Bruoe  Smith  to  secure  foe 
them  the  benefits  of  the  new  Protection. 
Speaking  of  the  divisim  which  took  place 
in  the  caucus  of  the  Deakin  party,  the 
honorable  senator  said — 

If  the  division  on  which  I  voted  in  the 
minority  bad  been  taken  in  this  diamber  I 
should  have  been  sitting  on  the  other  side  of 
the  House  when  die  vote  was  taken. 

That  is  to  say,  that  if  the  division  had 
been  taken  in  the  Smate,  the  honorable 
.senator  would  have  voted  for  the  Labour 
Government. 

Senator  Trenwith.— Hear,  hear. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— Is  the  honor- 
able senator  to-day  sitting  in  active  co- 
operation with  those  who  formed  or  sup- 
ported  the  Labour  Government,  or  is  he 
prepared  to  pve  a  reasonable  trial  to  the 
Fusion  Government?  If  the  hcHiorable 
senator  did  not  believe  in,  and  strenuously 
voted  against,  the  fusion,  and  if  he  would 
have  voted  for  the  Labour  Government,  had 
it  been  possible  to  take  the  vote  ,in  this 
chamber,  and  if  hpi^diBitpVthjQlQgiest  the 
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dictates  of  his  own  judgment  and  con- 
science, he  voted  in  a  caucus  that  was  not 
the  caucus  of  the  Labour  party,  he  must 
further  admit  that  he  was  a  menber  of  a 
caucus  sufficiently  powerful  to  oxnpel  him 
to  vote  against  his  own  judgment  and  con- 
fldenoe. 

Senator  Trenwith. — ^Which  is  the  vote  I 
gave  against  my  own  axiscience? 

Senator  £.  J.  RUSSELL.— Has  not  the 
honorable  senator  indicated  that  he  intends 
to  give  a  general  support  to  the  Fusion  Go- 
vernment. 

Senator  Trenwith. — I  intend  to  vote  for 
their  proposals  to  initiate  the  new  Protec- 
tion. 

Senator  Turley. — But  not  to  support 
the  Government. 

Senator  Trenwith. — I  intend  to  vote  for 
the  measures  I  have  always  advocated. 

Senator  Pearce. — To  suppcat  the  Go- 
vernment whtti  they  are  right. 

Senator  Trenwith. — Exactly. 

Senator  Pearce. — We  are  prepared  to 
do  that,  but  that  is  not  the  kind  of  suppoit 
they  want. 

Sertator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— I  can  only 
say  that  Senator  Trenwith  has  a  peculiar 
way  of  supporting  a  Government.  On  one 
or  two  convenient  occasions,  when  acting 
as  Whip  to  the  last  Deakin  Government,  the 
honorable  senator's  back  was  very  prominent 
when  the  division  bells  were  ringing.  I 
need  not  mention  specific  instances,  be- 
cause the  honorable  senator  is  aware  that 
what  I  say  is  only  too  true.  If  that  is  the 
kind  of  support  he  intends  to  give  the 
Fusion  Government,  they  will  find  him  a 
very  candid  friend,  whose  support  will  not 
be  of  very  much  use  to  them. 

Senator  Trenwith. — I  have  always  been 
tolerably  candid,  and  I  shall  not  be  less  s(» 
in  the  future. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— The  honor- 
able senator  said,  further — ^referring  to 
the  Labour  Government — 

I  have  not  left  them.  They  are  not  in  office. 
If  they  were  on  this  side  I  should  be  found 
sitting  behind  them. 

The  honorable  senator  said  that  he  carmot 
support  the  Labour  party,  because  they 
are  not  in  oflice. 

SenntOT  Trenwith. — did  not  say  any 
such  thing.  T  cannot  support  their  mea- 
sures, because  they  are  not  here  to  propose 
them. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— Does  the 
honorable  senator  amtend  that  under  the 
party  system  of  government  he  cannot  sup- 


port a  party  unless  they  are  in  power? 
Does  he  not  know  that  from  the  Opposi- 
tion benches  he  could  give  a  general  sup- 
port to  the  party  in  opposition,  and  by  his 
speeches  so  educate  the  people  as  to  con- 
vert a  present  minority  into  a  future  ma- 
jority ?  Does  he  mean  to  say  that  he  must 
amtinually  sit  on  the  other  side,  giving  a 
general  support  to  whatever  Government 
may  be  in  power  ? 

Soiator  Trenwith. — I  have  done  that 
for  six  years.  There  have  been  several 
Governments  in  office  since  I  have  been 
here,  and  I  have  never  shifted  my  seat. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— But  the 
honorable  senator  will  admit  that  he  is  now 
in  the  worst  company  in  which  he  has  been 
during  the  six  years. 

Senator  Trenwith. — 1  do  not  wish  to 
ofTend  anybody.  1  am  not  going  to  make 
any  admissions. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— Perhaps  It 
would  be  just  as  well  that  the  honorable 
senator  should  not  make  admissions. 

Senator  Trenwith. — The  honorable  sen- 
ator will  find  that  my  actions  will  justify 
me. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— I  only  hope 
that  Senator  Trenwith  will  discover  the 
mistake  he  has  made,  and  that  the  day  is 
not  far  distant  when  he  will  desert  the  camp 
in  which,  I  am  sure,  he  unwillingly  finds 
himself.    He  further  said — 

I  have  said  that  the  major  portion  of  the 
Labour  party's  programme  as  presented  by  Mr. 
Fisher  at  Gympie  met  with  my  indoitement. 

I  know — and  most  honorable  senators  know 
— that  Senator  Trenwith  does  indcwse  the 
major  porticxi  of  that  programme.  But  I 
should  like  to  ask,  "  What  are  the  portions 
which  he  does  not  indorse?"  He  has 
given  the  Senate  no  information  upon  that 
point.  Does  he  not  agree  with  the  im- 
position of  a  progressive  land  tax?  -J  am 
aware  that  he  has  been  an  ardent  advocate 
of  a  land  tax  for  years  

Senator  Trenwith. — All  mv  life. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL!— But  I  do 
not  know  that  he  is  in  favour  of  the  im- 
position of  a  Federal  land  tax? 

Senator  Trenwith. — I  advocated  it  at 
the  last  election. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— Then  I  am 
unable  to  understand  the  portion  of  the 
Gympie  programme  to  which  the  honorable 
senator  obiects.  From  his  silence  I  can 
only  infer  that  he  aRrees  with  the  whole  of 
that  progranime.  If  that  be  so,  why  is  he 
not  upon  this  side  of  tte  Senate,  assisting 
to  eject  from  o^^^^^^J'^JOgfeiot  make 
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that  policy  the  law  of  the  country?  No 
accusati(»i  of  maladministratim  has  ever 
been  levied  against  the  Fisher  Govemm«it 
— it  was  simply  the  Gympie  programme, 
with  the  prospect  of  a  prc^ressive  land  tax, 
which  brought  about  their  downfall.  If 
Senator  Trenwith  indorses  the  whole  of 
that  prc^amme  there  must  have  been  be- 
trayal in  his  heart  when  he  agreed  to  sup- 
port the  present  Administration.  The  Go- 
vernment have  intimated,  as  distinctly  as 
the  Deakinesque  language  employed  in  the 
Ministerial  statement  will  permit  one  to  in- 
terpret it,  that  they  intend  to  initiate  a 
bcnrrowing  policy.  Senator  Trenwith  does 
rx)t  believe  in  a  borrowing  policy.  Yet  he 
is  willing  to  support  the  retcnticm  in  <^iice 
of  a  Government  that  will — if  the  neces- 
sary numbers  can  be  secured — make  the 
Commonwealth  the  seventh  borrower  in 
Australia.  During  the  course  of  his  speech 
a  few  days  ago,  Senator  Trenwith  said — 
A  paper  currency — 

I  take  it  that  he  meant  the  naper  currency 
advocated  by  Mr.  Fisher  at  Gyn-pie — 

would  have  obviated  the  oeceHity  for  a  borrow- 
ing policy. 

Senator  Millen.— That  is  merely  an- 
other form  of  borrowing. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— If  it  were 
another  form  of  borrowing,  and  the  Go- 
vernment favoured  bwrowing,  why  did  the 
majority  of  the  colleagues  of  the  Vice- 
President  of  the  Executive  Council  squeak 
so  much  if  borrowing  was  a  part  of  the 
Labour  Government's  policy? 

Senator  Millkn. — Senator  Findley  has 
given  one  verv  good  reason. 

Senator  E'.  J.  RUSSELL.— And  the 
Vice-President  of  the  Executive  Council 
knows  the  others.  In  reply  to  an  inter- 
iection  by  Senator  McGregor,  Senator 
Trenwith  said — 

My  honorable  friend  knows,  or  I  think  he 
ought  to  know,  at  any  rate,  that  there  are  very 
few  political  differences  between  him  and  me. 
I  am  as  anxious  as  he  can  possibly  be  to  see 
many  of  the  democratic  views  in  which  I  be- 
lieve embodied  in  the  statute-book  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, 

Xow,  I  wonder  what  the  great  body  of 
trade  unionists — ^many  of  whom  voted  for 
Senator  Trenwith  at  the  last  election — I 
w<»ider  what  the  poor  peasant  farmers  and 
the  despairing  landless  would  think,  if 
Senator  McGregor  were  to  vacate  his  posi- 
tion as  Leader  of  the  Opposition  and  cross 
the  floor  of  the  Senate  to  keep  company 
with  the  Conservatives  upon  the  other 
side?   Yet  Senator  Trenwith,  who  claims 


to  hold  similar  views  to  those  entertained 
by  Senatcn-  McGr^or,  has  actually  dwie  this 
thing,  and  believes  that  he  can  justify  it  in 
the  interests  of  progress.  Democracy  and 
hwiest  government.  I  do  not  believe  that 
it  would  be  possible  for  either  of  those 
gentlemen  to  justify  any  such  action.  The 
electors,  I  think,  will  take  a  more  serious 
view  of  the  matter  

Senator  TRENWrrH.  —  The  h(»iorable 
senator  fears  that  they  will  not. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— Time  will 
tell.  Though  nobody  would  miss  the  good 
social  company  of  Senatw  Trenwith  more 
than  I  should,  we  must  recollect  that'  we 
are  here  to  ad\'0cate  political  principles. 
If  Senator  Trenwith,  after  having  been  re- 
turned to  give  statutory  effect  to  certain 
political  principles,  chooses  to  commit 
those  principles  to  the  custody  of  political 
baby-farmers  in  the  persons  of  the  Go- 
vernment of  to-day  

Senator  Stewart. — Baby-farmers? 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— The  Govern- 
ment are  baby-farmers  in  that  they  will 
take  very  good  care  that  the  political  in- 
fants wKich  Senator  Trenwith  has  assisted 
to  create  will  not  reach  maturity.  Only 
the  other  day  Senator  Gray  said  that  hon- 
orable senators  did  not  realize  that  it  was 
possible  for  some  of  them  to  think  more  of 
Australia  than  of  their  own  individual 
opinions.  What  did  his  statement  mean? 
Was  it  not  a  distinct  admission  that  some 
honorable  senators  have  sacrificed  their 
pc^itical  principles  ?  Senator  Gray  was 
one  of  those  who  insisted  upoxk  having  s 
free  hand  upoi  the  fiscal  question.  That 
being  the  case,  is  Senator  Trenwith  quite 
sure  that  he  has  secured  a  free  hand  in 
regard  to  Protection  which  he  has  advocated 
for  so  many  years?  And  if  both  those 
gentlemen  are  at  liberty  to  exercise  a  free 
hand  upon  the  fiscal  question,  what  about 
the  difficulties  that  will  be  created  when 
we  come  to  seriously  consider  Tariff  aiKxna- 
lies?  I  can  quite  understand  a  man  reach- 
ing a  stage  at  which  it  becomes  manifest 
to  him  that  he  has  been  working  upon 
wroig  lines,  and  when  accordingly  he  be- 
comes  converted,  but  I  cannot  understand 
a  great  body  of  men  who  have  been  students 
of  political  history  for  many  ^-ears  be- 
coming converted  holus-bolus  to  the  politi- 
c;il  ide.is  entertained  bv  Senator  Trenwith. 

Senator  Stewart. — Is  not  the  honor- 
able senator  r^I.id? 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— I  should  be 
if  it  were  possible  for  me^to  beitfw  in 
Iheir  sincerity.      Digitized  by  L^OOglC 
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Senator  Trenwith.— Then,  why  does 
not  the  honorable  senator  hasten  to  give 
them  an  opportunity  to  prove  their 
sincerity  ? 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL. — I  should 
have  hastened  but  for  the  delay  occasioned 
by  the  remarks  of  Senator  Trwiwith.  Be- 
fore the  advent  of  the  present  Government 
there  were  three  parties  in  this  Parlia- 
ment— the  Liberal  party,  the  wreckage  of 
various  other  parties,  and  the  Labour  party. 
By  his  silence  Senator  Trenwith  has  in- 
dorsed the  whole  of  the  programme  of  the 
Fisher  Government.  Some  of  the  members 
of  the  so-called  Democratic  party  to  which 
he  claims  to  belong  evidently  believe  that 
that  programme  would  not  be  a  bad  thing 
if  they  were  only  secure  in  their  seats.  But, 
as  evidencing  how  sincere  they  are  in  their 
b?Iief  that  it  is  in  the  best  interests  of  the 
country,  we  find  Senator  Trenwith,  and  the 
whole  of  his  party,  now  in  the  grip  of 
those  who  have  ^for  years  fought  so 
vigorously  against  every  ideal  formerly 
held  by  them.  Can  Senator  Tren- 
with indicate  one  principle  which  made 
him  a  power  in  Victoria,  one  ideal,  one 
plank  in  his  platfcwm  which  the  majority 
of  the  supporters  of  the  present  Govern- 
ment have  not  consistently  opposed?  T 
know  of  none.  Consequently,  there  must 
Ije  a  big  sacrifice  of  principle,  and  that  be- 
ing so,  I  take  it  that  the  minority,  and  not 
the  majority,  will  be  called  upon  to  make 
the  sacrifice. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — Does  it 
mean  that  Senator  Trenwith  has  become 
fused  ? 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— I  am  afraid 
that  the  fuse  will  be  burning  during  the 
next  few  months,  and  that  about  March 
next  it  will  reach  the  powder.  Then  some 
persons  will  go  up.  I  nm  not  sure  that 
they  will  be  the  Ccmservatives  who  represent 
Conservative  seats,  or  Labour  men,  who  re- 
present Labour  constituencies.  Probably 
they  will  be  those  who  are  sitting  on  a  rail 
in  Labour  constituencies,  because  they  will 
not  obtain  the  Conservative  vote.  Let  me 
conclude  bv  asking  Senator  Trenwith,  as 
ex-Leader  of  the  Labour  party,  and  one  of 
the  men  who  assisted  to  create  and  main- 
tain it  for  years,  how  he  can  justify  his 
claim  that  he  did  not  leave  the  partv-,  but 
that  the  partv  left  him?  To-day  he'  says, 
in  effect :  "  I  believe  in  the  ideals  of  the 
Labour  party,  and  in  the  principles  em- 
bodied in  Mr.  Fisher's  manifesto  at 
Gympie."    May  I  ask  him,  then,  why  the 


Labour  party  left  him  if  they  still  hold 
the  same  ideals  and  principles  as  he  does? 

Senator  Trenwith. — The  only  difference 
between  the  Labour  party  and  myself  is 
that  I  never  did,  and  never  would,  sign  any 
pledge  for  them.  1  was  their  leader  for 
ten  years  under  those  omdttions. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— I  merely 
want  to  do  justice  to  the  honorable  senator, 
and  I  am  glad  that  he  has  indicated  what 
his  difference  with  the  Labour  party  really 
is.  But  I  believe  that  Senator  Trenwith 
will  admit  that  if  that  was  the  only  dif- 
ference it  was  not  so  great  that  it  should 
drive  him  into  the  bos«n  of  the  invetQ-ate 
enemies  of  the  Labour  party.  Let  me  ask 
him  this;  If  Senator  Trenwith  believes  in 
the  principles  of  the  Labour  party,  if  it 
be  true,  as  he  claims,  that  he  never  hit  back 
at  the  Labour  party,  if  it  be  true  that  men 
have  shouted  "Traitor!"  to  him  in  the 
street,  and  that  he  silently  bore  all  this 
without  hitting  back  

SenatcH-  Tbenwitii. — The  honorable  sen- 
ator knows  that  it  is  true. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— How  can  1 
know  it  is  true,  when  the  honorable  senator 
himself  has,  to  my  knowledge,  gone  into 
the  constituencies  and  assisted  the  op- 
ponents of  the  Labour  party?  Never  hit 
back  ? 

Senator  Trenwith. — No,  never. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— What  is  the 
meaning  of  "hitting  back  "  ?  The  honorable 
senator  has  toured  this  country,  assisting 
our  opponents.  Though  I  cannot  say  that 
he  has  specifically  opposed  me,  yet  he  hits 
generally  taken  the  platform  of  those  who 
were  opposing  me  at  the  electiMi,  and  he 
has  opposed  many  otlier  Labour  members. 

Senatcn-  Trenwith. — When,  and  where? 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— Did  not  the 
lumorable  member  take  the  platform  at  the 
last  Federal  elections? 

Senator  Trenwith. — In  favour  of  Pro- 
tection. 1  understood  that  the  honOTable 
^ator  was  a  Protectionisl. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— Did  the 
honorable  senator  say  a  word  indicating 
that  I  or  any  of  my  colleagues  was  a  good 
Protectionist  ? 

Senator  Trenwith. — No. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— Did  he 
treat  our  oppwients  as  good  Protectionists? 

Senator  Trenwith. — N'o. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— Ah,  yes; 
the  honorable  senator  said  from  the  public 
platform  that  our  opponents  were  the  only 
Protectionists  in  the  fighfr*^^^!^ 
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Senator  Trenwith. — No. 
Senator  E.  J.  RUSSEIJ..— In  this. 
Chamber  the  honorable  senator  did  not 
always  vote  for  the  highest  Protection  that 
might  be  secured.  Repeatedly  the  Labour 
party  was  defeated  bv  two  votes,  and  some- 
times by  three,  and  the  three  who  beat  us 
on  many  occasions  were  the  three  members 
of  the  Deakin  party. 

Senator  Trenwith. — It  in  quite  impos- 
sible to  say  just  now  whether  that  state- 
ment is  correct  or  not.  It  is  quilp  possible 
that  it  is  correct,  and  it  might  liave  been 
in  the  interest  of  Protection  to  vote  against 
a  high  duty  on  a  particular  occasicm. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— The  excuse 
at  the  time  was  that  a  compromise  had 
been  arrived  at  between  the  Protectionists 
and  the  Free  Traders  in  another  House. 

Senator  Trenwith. — Was  not  that  a  suf- 
fident  reason? 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— It  shows 
that  the  honorable  senator  had  been  prac- 
tising .unfaithfulness  to  principles  for  sranc 
years  past.  I  wish  to  say,  in  conclusiOT, 
that  I  had  no  desire  whatever  to  be  per- 
sonal. I  do  not  think  that  I  have  dealt 
with  other  than  the  political  principles  of 
Senator  Trenwith  and  those  with  whom  he 
is  now  associated.  My  only  desire  was  to 
say  a  few  words  in  defence  of  my  own 
party,  and  to  remove  some  misapprehen- 
sions that  seem  to  exist  to  the  effect  that 
Senator  Trenwith  was  a  sort  of  superior 
Labour  man,  who  would  never  ccwitaminate 
himself  by  signing  the  pledge  as  the  mere 
ordinary  hod-camer  of  the  Labour  move- 
ment has  to  do. 

Senator  St.  Ledger. — Senator  Trenwith 
never  spoke  about  being  "contaminated." 
He  gave  his  reasons. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— I  wished  to 
remove  a  misapprehaision  that  seems  to 
exist  that  the  Labour  party  occupies  the 
position  that  it  does  to-day  because  of 
Senator  Trenwith's  great  fightine  strength. 
Seeing  that  it  was  the  labouring  classes  that 
originally  sent  Senator  Trenwith  to  Parlia- 
ment, they  had  a  right  to  expect  his  loyal 
adherence  to  the  principles  which  they  had 
returned  him  to  support.  As  such  has  imt 
been  the  case,  I  can  only  say  that,  in  my 
belief,  the  people  will  take  the'r  political 
revenge  in  March  next,  when  we  shall  find 
not  only  Senator  Trenwith,  but  those  asso- 
ciated with  him  in  the  so-called  Democratic 
partv  who  have  so  basely  abandoned  every 
political  prinKple  thcv  ever  held,  receiving 
their  (feserts  at  the  hands  of  the  electors. 


Senator  SIR  JOSIAH  SYMON  (Soutn 
Australia)  [4.0]. — I  approach  the  considera- 
tion of  the  matter  before  the  Senate  from 
a  somewhat  different  point  of  view  from 
that  which  has  been  taken  by  the  honorable 
senator  who  has  just  sat  down.    My  hon- 
orable and  greatly  esteemed  friend  Senator 
Walker  said,  the  other  day,  that  he  would 
like  to  hear  me  on  the  situation,  and  mv 
honorable  friend.  Senator  Pulsford,  fn  the 
course  of  a  speech  to  the  whole  of  which, 
unfortunately,  I  had  not  the  pleasure  of 
listening,  said  that  he  also  would  be  glad 
to  hear  toy  opinion  cm  some  of  the  matters 
to  which  he  referred.    My  esteem  for  both 
my  honorable  friends  is  so  great  that  the 
least  I  can  do  is  to  gratifv  them  in  those 
particulars,  or  attempt  to  do  so.  The 
occasion  is  the  advent  to  ofiiGe  of  a  new 
Ministry.    It  is  not  an  cwdinary  Ministry. 
It  is  not  a  coalition  Ministry.    It  is  not  a 
reuni(xi,  which  was  the  name  applied  to  that 
ctxnbination  which  Mr.  Deakin  formed  with 
the  Labour  party  in  1905,  when,  under  cir- 
cumstances that  are  a  matter  of  history,  he 
ejected  the  Reid-McLean  Government  from 
office.    That  was  supposed  to  bef  a  reunion 
of    hearts    that   had   been  temporarily 
estranged,  and  of  people  who  were  brought 
back  to  the  ccanbined  fold.   That,  as  I  say, 
was  called  a  reunion.    But  for  this  Min- 
istry a  new  name  has  had  to  be  coined.  It 
is  called  a  "fusion."    Now,  my  honorable 
friend,  Senator  Pulsford  thinks  that  that  is 
a  \ery  good  name.    He  defended  it  be- 
cause, as  I  gathered,  he  thinks  fusion 
strengthens  back-bone. 

Senator  Pulsford. — No;  the  honorable 
senatOT  is  not  representing  me  quite  accu- 
rately. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— I  am 
quite  content,  because  I  am  not  very  par- 
ticular about  a  name.  In  the  few  remarks 
that  I  propose  to  make,  I  shall  address 
myself  rather  to  those  whom  I  look  upon 
as  my  friends  politically. 

Senator  Walker.— We  are  all  the  hon- 
orable senator's  friends. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— I  am 
glad  to  hear  that  I  do  not  think  that  on 
any  occasion  I  have  ever  been  very  much 
troubled  about  a  name.  It  is  the  thing 
itself  which  concerns  us.  The  thing  itself 
here  is  the  Ministry.  There  are  two 
things  in  relation  to  the  Ministry  that  are 
important ;  its  personnel  and  its  policy.  I 
do  not  think  that  it  is,  possible,  T  do  not 
think  it  would  be  just,  to  dissociate  the 
one  from  the  other;fc,|^@t){!^the« 
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may  be  offers  of  policy,  still,  as  the  honor- 
able senator  who  has  just  sat  down  indi- 
cated, a  great  deal  depends  upon  the  oon- 
fidoice  or  trust  whidi  you  repose  in  those 
who  put  forward  these  promises  as  to  whe- 
ther or  not  you  cui  have  any  faith  in  thdr 
carrying  than  out.  In  ndthcr  aspect  does 
this  fusion  commend  itself  to  me.  It 
does  not  inspire  me  with  that  con- 
fidence, that  trust,  or  that  enthusiasm 
which  some  of  my  friaids  may — each 
of  us  must  exercise  his  own  judgment 
— feel  upon  the  subject.  But  T  wish  to 
Mpress  my  view  of  it ;  and  I  think  that  it 
is-  due  thatl  I  shouldl,  seeing  lhat  my 
esteemed  friends.  Senator  Walker  and 
Senator  Pulsford,  have  paid  me  the  com- 
pliment to  which  I  have  referred.  I  shall 
recall,  I  hope  without  any  personal  feel- 
ing of  any  sort  or  description,  a  few  facts 
to  show  why  I  do  not  myself  regard  the 
fusion  with  a  friendly  eye.  These  are 
facts  which  I  respectfullv,  and  in  all 
humility,  submit  for  the  consideraticMi  of 
ipy  honorable  friends,  as  to  whether  they 
should  not  with  me  pause  before  giving  a 
whole-hearted  and  undinded  allegiance  to 
a  leader  whom,  ever  since  the  establish- 
ment of  this  Commonwealth,  they  have 
opposed  whwever  he  has  been  in  office — to 
a  leader  to  whom  they  have  been  opposed 
during,  at  least,  seven  years  —  to  a 
leader  who  yesterday  spurned  and  insulted 
us  as  the  wreckage  of  causes  which  some 
of  my  honorable  friends  may  hold  dear. 
Now,  I  am  going  to  recall  plainly  one  or 
two  facts,  and  to  invite  my  honorable 
friends  to  reason  with  me  about  them.  Let 
us  reason  together  for  a  moment  as  to  whe- 
ther or  not  we  are  going  to  be  suddenly  in- 
spired with  faith  in  the  wrecker.  Now 
we  have  a  reowd  of  what  took  place  and 
of  what  was  said  on  the  20th  October, 
T908.  At  that  time  my  respected  and 
esteemed  friwid,  the  Right  Honorable  G. 
H.  Reid,  was  the  leader  of  the  party  to 
which  I  considered  it  an  honour  to  belong. 
He  was  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  in 
the  House  of  Representatives;  and,  in  my 
judgment,  it  was  a  misfortune  to  this  coun- 
try when  he  retired  from  the  leadership. 
The  present  f  rime  Minister  then  said,  Mr. 
Reid  being  present — 

At  the  present  time  the  right  honorable  mem- 
ber has  behind  him  only  the  wreckage  of  half- 
a-dozen  old  sections.  He  has  behind  him 
the  wreckage  of  the  free  importing  party ; 

myself  and  other  Free  Traders — 

the  wreckage  of  the  iDdividaalist  party; 


to  which  Mr.  Deakin  appears  to  have  been 

steadily  opposed — 

the  wreckage  of  the  anti-Socialist  party; 

he  is  now  the  Leader  of  the  anti-Socialist 
party — 

and  the  wreckage  of  Ae  coloured  labour  party — 
all  are  to  be  found  on  that  side  of  the  House. 

Senator  Trenwith. — Is  not  that  soqie- 
thing  to  be  glad  of  ? 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.-~My 
honorable  friend  has  not  much  to  be  glad 
of  in  the  position  he  now  occupies.  Mr. 
Reid  thareupon  said — 

That  is  untrue;  that  is  absolutely  false. 

It  was  not  a  very  parliamentary  interposi- 

ti<m  perhaps,  but  1  honour  Mr.  Reid  for 

absolutely  repudiating  these  base  sluiders. 

Mr.  Reid  also  said — 

The  honorable  member  has  made  a  dastardly- 
statement. 

Was  it  not  dastardly?  A  discussion 
then  took  place,  and,  of  course,  Mr. 
Deakin  qualified  his  accusation  as  to  Mr. 
Reid  on  that  right  hoiorable  goitleman 
pointing  out  that  he  was  the  first  to  intro- 
duce the  White  Australia  policy.  But  Mr. 
Deakin  went  oa — 

What  I  have  said  i»— and  it  is  true— that 
he  has  behind  him  the  wreckage  of  the  coloured 
labour  party.  ... 

The  Opposition  side  of  the  House  is  the  refuge 
of  the  defeated. 

Senator  Walker. — At  the  present  time  it 

is. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— Mr. 
Deakin  was  speaking  of  my  honorable 
friends. 

Senator  Walker.— At  the  present  time, 
that  is  the  wreckage. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— I  am 
speaking  of  an  historical  situation. 

Senator  Walker. — That  is  altered. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMOX.— Mr. 
Deakin  also  said — 

That  is  why  naturally  on  the  Opposition 
benches  are  clustered  the  wreckage  of  the  par- 
ties that  have  failed  in  this  House.  They  will 
always  gather  there  while  we  have  an  Opposi- 
tion  like  the  present  linked  together,  not  so 
much  by  what  it  agrees  with,  as  by  what  it 
disagrees  witli. 

Having  stigmatized  the  party  to  which  we 
considered  it  an  htmour  to  belcHig  in  that 
way,  he  proceeded  to  undertake,  in  effect, 
that  never  on  earth  would  he  join  with  such 
a  crew,  that  never  on  earth  would  he  have 
anything  to  do  with  such  wreckage.  He 
continued — 

I  see  in  this  House  mapiy  gentlemen  with 
whom  ,t  would  bif,,.,,^5.ji@(^0gf0o  act- 
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some  with  whom  we  have  acted)  and  othen  witli 
whom  we  may  act  again— 

God  forbid- 
but  we  also  ice  here  the  remnants  I  have  ggoken 
of,  with  whom  we  cannot  act. 

The  wreckage,  my  honorable  friends  and 
myself,  following  our  leader,  Mr.  Reid. 
What  is  he  doing  now?  But  that  is  not 
all— 

I  sgeak  of  some  with  whom  it  is  impossible 

for  us  to  act — 

One  might  think  that  he  is  only  dealing 
with  the  then  emergency,  bilt  he  is  pledging 
himself  as  to  the  future — 
I  speak  of  some  with  whom  it  is  impossible 
for  us  to  act,  eitlier  now  or  at  any  future  time. 

SenatOT  Walker. — He  has  changed  his 
opinicMi. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— He 
has,  and  it  is  not  the  first  time  he  has  done 
so.  My  honorable  friend  may  think,  "  Can 
the  leopard  change  his  spots?"  Oh,  yes; 
if  the  leopard  is  Mr.  Deakin. 

Why  is  it  impossible? 

he  asks.  I  am  commending  these  things 
to  my  honorable  friends  perfectly  dispas- 
sionately, and  interspersed  with  a  few  infer* 
ences  wliich  I  silggest  for  their  considera- 
ti<Hi. 

Why  is  it  impossible?  It  is  because  we  have 
a  distinctly  different  line  of  policy, 

Nothing  to  be  fused,  "a  distinctly  dif- 
ferent line  of  policy." 
because  we  have  different  ideals. 

"  Ideals  "  is  a  very  favorite  word  with 
Mr.  Deakin.  Mr.  Kelly  interjected,  though 
I  do  not  know  what  he  meant  by  the  inter- 
jection, "  But  the  hcmorabie  gentleman 
used  the  stiletto."    Mr.  Deakin  said — 

We  cannot  be  associated  with  reactionaries. 

What  next  will  he  say  about  us  ?  Mr. 
Reid  then,  in  a  deprecating  way,  asked  : 
"  Is  this  from  the  gentleman  who  signed  an 
agreement  with  me,"  and  Mr.  Deakin  re- 
plied— 

On  the  contrary,  this  is  from  one  of  those 
who  have  learned  the  consequences  of  entering 
into  an  agreement  with  the  right  honorable 
member. 

A  more  gross  insult,  it  seems  to  me,  could 
not  have  been  <^ered,  not  merely  to  the 
party  to  which  we  belonged,  but  to  our 
leader,  by  whom  it  was  our  duty  to  stand. 
In  face  of  that,  is  it  unreasonable  that  we 
should  ask  ourselves,  shall  we  take  the 
wrecker  at  his  word?  Shall  we  abandon 
such  of  these  causes  as  we  agree  with, 
such  of  them  as  have  been  dear  to  us,  such 
of  them  as  have  led  us  to  oppose  Mr. 
Senator  Sir  Jotiak  Symon. 


Deakin  during  all  these  years?  Have  the 
fragments  he  refers  to  of  these  wrecked 
causes  been  gathered  up  and  jettisoned  be- 
cause of  this  oxidemnation  and  in  order 
to  bring  about  this  fusicxi,  I  would  like  to 
know? 

Senator   Pearce. — He  says  that  they 

have  all  adopted  his  policy. 

Senator  Trenwith. — Hear,  hear. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— I  am 
very  glad  to  get  that  cheer,  because  no  one 
better  understands  the  inner  history  of  this 
business,  I  believe,  than  does  Senator  Tren- 
with, and  that  "  Hear,  hear,"  whilst  it  is 
explanatory,  is  distinctly  distressing  for 
the  wreckage  to  hear.  Is  it  not 
reasonable  that  we  should  consfder  why 
we  should  be  in  such  haste  to  go  over  to' the 
enemy  ?  Why  should  we  fly  so  fast  into  the 
bosom  of  the  gentleman  who  has  so  in- 
sulted us?  Why  should  we  go  so  fast  into 
the  bosom  of  our  traducer?  Why  should 
we  not  at  least  have  had  a  withdrawal  ? 
Why  should  he  not  have  explained  that 
this  was  all  a  nsistake,  made  in  the  heat  of 
the  moment?  As  C<Hifucius,  whose  pre- 
cepts are  almost  equal  to  those  of 
the  Christian  religion,  once  said  :  "The 
danger  of  allowing  a  man  to  spit  in  vour 
face  without  resenting  it,  is  that  he  may 
be  tempted  to  do  it  again."  So  far  as 
the  Opposition  led  by  Mr.  Reid  was  ccm- 
cerned,  none  of  us  were  so  poor — I  mean 
politicallv,  because  I  have  alwavs  had  as 
great  a  liking  for  Mr.  Deakin  personally  as 
any  man  can  have — as  to  do  him  reverence. 
Are  we  now  to  begin  and  continue  shouting 
"Hosanna,"  without explanaticm,  without cme 
word  being  said  to  bridge  over,  so  far  as 
I  can  see,  the  immense  gulf  that  existed  and 
that  was  intensified  on  the  occasion  to 
which  I  referred  ?  Has  he  magnetized  the 
people?  Has  he  over-persuaded  them? 
Like  every  <Kie  else,  I  recognise  his  marvel- 
lous gifts  of  speech;  thev  are,  I  think, 
beyond  ccnnpare.  I  remember  well  an  his- 
toric occasion  when  our  very  good  friend, 
Sir  George  Turner,  stood  in  the  House  of 
Representatives,  a  living  protest  to  the 
treachery  of  which  he  was  the  subject  at 
the  hands  of  Mr.  Deakin.    He  said — 

My  honorable  friend  always  uses  an  avalanche 
of  words,  and  it  takes  same  little  time  to  ascer- 
tain exactly  what  is  his  meaning. 

A  little  later  on — and  this  perhaps  ex- 
plains the  extraordinary  influence  whi*^  Mr. 
Deakin    may  have — Sir  George  Turner 

■said — 

No  man  is  better  capable-^f  persiuding  any 
one  to  do  anythinggi,i,^%^^Oi@gjeh«  "» 
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in  the  Mioisterial  comer,  and  has  by  means  of 
ODc  magnetic  look  peisuaded  me  to  give  way. 

A  greater  man  than  even  Sir  George 
Turner  long  ago  described  Mr.  Deakin, 
a  man  called  John  fiunyan.  In  that 
wonderful  allegory  of  his  with  which  you, 
sir,  are  acquainted,  he  wrote  a  descrip- 
tion which  is  very  mudi  to  the  effect  of 
iSir  George  Turner's,  but  infinitely  finer. 
He  must  have  looked  down  the  vista  of 
the  ccnturit»  and  ccmceived  of  such  a  situa- 
tion as  we  have  in  Commonwealth  politics 
to-day. 

Senator  Walker.— Does  the  honorable 
senator  refer  to  Mr.  Facing-both-ways? 

SenatcH'  St.  Ledger. — Why  does  Senator 
Walker  anticipate? 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— It  was 
not  Mr.  Facing-both-ways.  My  hon- 
orable friend  may  apply  such  a  term  to 
Mr.  Deakin ;  I  would  not.  The  character 
was  not  a  Cabinet  Minister;  he  was  not 
even  a  member  of  Parliament.  His  name 
was  Talkative,  who  came  upon  those  two 
pilgrims,  Christian  and  Faithful,  just  as 
they  were  entering  the  city  of  Vanity  Fair. 
He  wanted  to  associate  himself  with  them, 
10  have  a  fusion,  and  so  he  went  up  to 
Faithful,  who  was  afterwards  d(me  to 
death  in  that  place,  and  said — 

I  will  talk  of  thing*  heavenly  or  things 
earthly  :  things  sacred  or  things  profane  :  things 
past  or  things  to  come  :  things  foreign  or  things 
at  borne  :  things  essential  or  things  circumttan- 
lial  :  provided  that  all  be  done  to  our  owa 
profit. 

No  wonder  Faithful  said,  "  What  a  brave 
companion  have  we  got  1  He  will  make  a 
very  excellent  pilgrun."  But  Christian 
Mid,  "  This  man  with  whom  you  are  so 
taken  will  beguile  you  with  that  t<Higue  of 
his,  will  beguile  with  that  tongue  of  his 
twenty  of  them  that  know  him  not." 
Faithful  asked,  "  Do  you  know  him, 
then  ? "  "  Yes,"  replied  Christian, 
"better  than  he  knows  himself."  As 
Sir  George  Turner  said,  Mr.  Deakin's 
capacity  of  persuasion  is  great.  We 
all  feei  it  when  it  is  brouRht  to  bear.  I 
beseech  honorable  senators  most  respectfully 
to  join  with  me  in  endeavouring  to  resist 
the  i>ersuasion  which,  at  least  temporarily, 
has  Ifd  to  a  dominant  majoritv  in  Opposi- 
tion laying  down  their  arms,  and  not 
merely  ignominiouslv  surrendering  to  the 
enemv,  hut  selecting  and  accepting  the 
Opneral  theirs.  T  refrained  from  inter- 
Twinu  enrlier  in  this  debate,  because  it 
seemed  to  me  that  the  Labour  partv  had  a 
ripht  to  some  precedence,  as  they 
appeared   to  consider   themselves  badly 


treated.  Thej;  evidently  feel  the  natu- 
ral  bitterness*  of  defeat,  and  also 
the  perfectly  natural  and  just  resentment 
at  what  they  seem  to  regard  as  the  scurvy 
treatm«it  which  has  been  meted  out  to  them. 
I  remember  that  some  years  ago  John 
Bright,  in  making  a  speech  in  the  House 
of  CommtMis  on  the  abolitiwi  of  primo- 
geniture, related  a  little  anecdote  in  in- 
verted commas,  describing  something  that 
had  happened.  He  had  made  a  similar 
speech  previously,  and  on  leaving  the  House 
of  Commons  he  met  a  younger  son,  who 
said  to  him— and  he  quoted  the  remark  in 
the  House  of  Commons  in  his  second  speech 
as  I  quote  it  now—"  We  have  been  damned 
badly  used."  That  may  possibly  be  the 
feehng  of  the  Labour  party  in  regard  to 
their  recent  treatment. 

Senator  de  Largie.— And  that  is  just 
the  way  they  express  it,  too. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— That  I 
do  not  know.  I  do  not  think  myself  that 
they  have  been  very  well  used.  At  the 
same  time,  I  do  not  extend  any  sympathy 

to  thCTl.  J     J    r  J 

Senator  McGregor.— Let  the  honorable 
senator  say  that  it  serves  them  right. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— I  take 
my  honorable  friend's  words.  I  think  it 
serves  them,  as  the  boys  say,  "  Tolly  well 
right."  *^     J  J 

Senator  Pearce.— We  did  not  expect 
much  different  treatment,  either. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— I  do 
not  know  about  that,  but  I  have  no  sym- 
pathy with  them  on  that  score,  because  I 
think  it  serves  them  right  for  leaning  on  so 
broken  a  reed  as  they  did.  But  I  give 
them  this  consolation  that  Mr.  Deakin  has 
treated  them  in  respect  to  the  matter  they 
complain  of  not  a  bit  worse  than  he  has 
treated  others;  not  a  bit  worse  than  he 
treated  another  Ministry  and  its  leaders. 
What  causes  me  considerable  perplexity  as 
to  the  present  situation  is  that  I  object  to 
be  content  now  to  sit  in  ostensible  support 
of  a  politician  who,  as  I  think,  betrayed 
my  own  leader  and  my  own  friends  only 
so  very  short  a  time  ago.  Now,  what  is  the 
■case  of  the  Labour  partv  ?  I  should  not 
have  referred  to  this  except  that  it  seems 
to  me  that  frequently  the  blame  is  thrown 
on  the  wrong  shoulders.  The  Labour  party 
are  called  to  account  for  daring  to  have  a 
grievance.  Here  I  wish  to^gree  with  what 
Senator  Millen  «%i§Itiiui  i^!feai6)©gll£party. 
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In  November  last  year  wKen  a  considerable 
change  took  place,  Senator  TVIillen'said — 

Honorable  senators  on  this  side  have  no  quar- 
rel with  labour,  and  are  certainly  not  in  oppo- 
sition to  anything  which  makes  for  the  pnigresSf 
social,  economical,  and  political,  of  the  whole 
commnnity. 

I  think  we  all  agree  with  that.  I  have 
myself  said  in  tWs  Senate  very  emphati- 
cally that  the  terms  "  Socialist "  and 
"  Anti- Socialist  "  are  extremely  mislead- 
ing. The  hooM-able  gentleman  now  at  the 
head  of  the  Government  has  declared  Um- 
self,  as  he  and  a  great  many  other  people 
must  do,  to  be  a  Socialist.  The  memters 
of  the  present  Oppontion  have  no  objection 
to  being  called  "Socialists."  The  term 
"  Anti-Socialist "  is  much  more  misleading 
than  is  the  term  "  Socialist.'*  But  as  there 
seems  to  be  no  objection  on  that  score,  it 
is  convenient  to  speak  of  "  Socialists,"  and, 
if  honorable  senators  like,  of  "  Anti- 
Socialists."  What  Senator  Millen  said 
was — 

All  that  we  are  in  opposition  lo  are  those 
social  extremists  who  mistake  reckless  experi- 
ment for  progress,  who  build  castles  in  the  air 
and  imagine  they  are  solid  edifices,  and  who 
being  merely  iconoclasts,  are  pleased  to  regard 
themselves  as  social  reformers. 

Remembering  that  we  wish,  I  hope, 
to  see  fair  play,  however  much  we 
may  be  opposed  to  the  Socialist 
party,  using  the  term  for  convaiioice. 
What  was  the  position?  For  mote  than 
three  years  they  kept  Mr.  Deakin  in  place 
and  pay.  With  their  aid,  and  in  respect  to 
that  we  certainly  have  nothing  to  tluuik 
them  for,  he  destroyed  the  Ministry  which 
a  few  months  before  he  had  put  into  office, 
and  of  which  he  was  supposed  to  be  a  loyal 
supporter.  He  led  during  those  three 
vears  the  combined  forces,  because  they 
really  represented  one  force  led  by  him,  of 
which  Labour  was  far  the  strongest.  Did 
I  hear  Senator  Trenwith  cheer  that  state- 
ment? 

Senator  Trenwith. ^What  was  that?  r 

was  very  nearly  asleep. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— Well, 
it  might  have  been  another  sound  that'  I 
heard.  Mr.  Deakin  went  to  the  Imperial 
Conference  of  1907,  as  the  head  of  the 
party  of  which  the  larger  section  was  the 
Socialist  Labour  party.  He  was  their 
leader,  their  proposals  and  legislation  be- 
came his,  and  were  resisted  and  opposed 
by  my  friends  and  myself. 

Senatcff  Stewart. — He  would  do  any- 
thing if  you  would  keep  him  in  office. 


Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— There 
is  this  also  to  be  remembered  to  the  credit 
of  the  Socialist  party :  For  three  year* 
they  asked  for  nothing.  Th^  did  not  gi»e 
Mr.  Deakin  th»r  support  because  of  any 
promise  of  office  or  anything  of  that  kind. 

Senator  Walker. — But  he  gave  them 
their  legislation,  and,  th«ef(ne,  they  got 
something. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— Of 
course,  he  gave  them  their  legislation,  be- 
cause he  was  their  leader. 

Senator  Walker. — He  has  seen  the  error 
of  his  ways,  perhaps,  »noe. 

Senatw  Vasdon. — ^That  was  the  price  he 
paid. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— But 
what  price  is  he  paying  now  ?  He  is  in 
exactly  the  same  position.  He  is  still  the 
leader  of  a  minority.  It  is  a  minOTit>- 
Government,  supported  by  a  dominant  ma- 
jority, and  the  only  difference  in  the  situa- 
tion is  that  now  the  dominant  majority  are 
getting  their  share  in  the  (Alices  of  the 
State.  The  Labour  party,  to  th^  hooour 
be  it  said,  so  far  as  we  were  aware,  ap- 
parently never  asked  for  a  portfolio. 

Senator  Dobson. — They  could  iKrt  do 
so.  They  were  forbidden  by  tfie 
"  Caucus." 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— That  is 
the  only  thing  I  ever  heard  said  in  favour 
of  the  "  Caucus."  They  were  forbidden 
to  share  the  spoils  of  office. 

Senator  Dobson. — I  should  like  to  hear 
the  htHiorable  senator  on  the  other  side. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— Why 
is  it  that  blame  is  thrown  upon  the  Labour 
party,  and  not  upon  Mr.  Deakin,  for  what 
took  place  in  November  of  last  year?  I 
have  said  that  what  has  taken  plare  serves 
them  right.  But  in  November  of  last  year 
thev  were  put  into  office  by  Mr.  Deakin, 
and  I  shall  have  a  word  to  say  about  that  in 
a  moment.  I  have  stated  the  position  for 
three  or  foiu  years,  and  am  I  a  member  of 
the  Opposition  to  forget  these  things?  Am 
I  to  do  an  injustice  to  the  Socialist  partyr 
and  not  point  out  how  Mr,  Dealun  

Senator  Sr.  Ledger. — It  is  said  of  the 
Bourbons  that  they  learnt  nothing  and  for- 
got nothing. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— Then 
Senator  St.  Ledger  must  be  a  Bourbtm.  It 
is  sufficient  for  me  to  have  to  deal  with  our 
own  political  history,  without  having  to 
deal  with  that  of  the  Bourbcms, 

Senator  Pitlsford. — Will  the  honoraUe 
senator  allow  me  Jo,,a|J^ii@^^^-is  not 
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forgotten  something— that  the  present  is  not 
a  Deakin  Ministry,  but  a  Deakin-Cook 

Ministry  ? 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— Oh,  is 
it?  Then,  might  I  say  to  my  honorable 
friend,  would  it  not  have  been  more  decent, 
after  all  this  history,  if  Mr.  Deakin  had 
stepped  down  and  stepped  out,  and  allowed 
Mr.  Cook,  the  leader  of  the  dominant  sec- 
tion, to  iona  an  independent  (Government? 

Senator  Pearce. — He  offered  to  do  so. 
,  but  thev  were  afraid  to  let  him. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON-— I  do 
not  know  whether  I  am  quoting  cor- 
rectly, but  I  think  I  saw  in  scrnie  news- 
paper th:it.  nt  a  meeting,  Mr.  Reid  hnd 
proposed  that  Mr.  Cook  should  be  the 
leader.  That  was  the  right  thing  to  do. 
The  satisfaction  I  have  here  is  that  an 
extinguisher  has  been  put  upon  Senator 
Best  as  Leader  of  the  Senate,  and  that 
Sena^  Millen  occupies  that  positi<»i  to* 
day.  It  is  a  pity  the  same  thing  did  not 
take  place  in  the  other  Chamber. 

Senator  Pearce. — They  had  one  experi- 
ence of  that,  but—never  again. 

SenatOT  Walker. — There  is  a  leader  of 
one  section  in  one  House,  and  of  the  other 
section  in  the  other  House. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— One 
section  does  not  appear  to  have  a  leader 
in  the  Senate.  But  I  wish  to  get  on  with 
mv  little  history,  and  I  am  sorry  that  I 
should  be  led  off  into  these  comments  when 
I  merely  wish  to  state  the  plain  facts  as 
they  appear  to  me. 

Senator  Walker. — We  are  all  enjoying 
the  honcn-able  senator's  speech.  Let  him 
go  ahead. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— My 
honorable  friend  need  not  tell  me  to  go 
ahead,  because  I  am  going  ahead.  I  am 
much  obliged  to  him,  of  cnurst.  Perhaps, 
like  my  hcHiorable  friend  Senator  Pulsford, 
he  widies  to  strengthen  my  back-bone. 

Senator  Gray. — Mr.  Deakin  had  retired 
so  far  as  he  could  for  the  time  being  from 
the  leadership. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON— In 
order  to  come  in  again  ? 

Senator  Gray. — only  wish  to  put  the 
matter  fairly. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— It  is 
like  the  ladv  who.  saving  she  would  "  ne'er 
consent,  consented."  I  know  the  difliculty 
of  the  position — no  one  better.  I  have 
pointed  out  that  for  three  years  Mr.  Dea- 
kin hud  the  support  of  the  Labour  party 


without  promise  of  reward  of  any  descrip- 
tion. Not  only  so,  but,  and  I  quote  now 
from,  I  think,  the  Leader — 

Mr.  Deakin  was  quite  witling  to  acquiesce  in 
the  admittance  of  Labour  members  to  office. 

This  faithful  and  l<^al  Prime  Minister 
was,  it  appears,  ready  to  cast  out  four  or 
five  of  his  friends  in  the  Ministry,  and  take 
in  four  or  five  Socialists.  How  is  it  that 
that  was  not  carried  out  ?  He  was  willing 
to  go  halves,  but  the  Sodalists,  whose  bid- 
ding he  was  dcwng,  as  my  friends  have  re- 
minded me,  spurned  the  offer. 

Senator  McColl. — Does  the  honorable 
senator  vouch  for  that  as  a  fact? 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— I  am 
quoting  the  Leader. 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — The  state- 
ment is  not  correct,  but  that  is  only  a 
detail. 

Soiator  McGregor. — ^It  is  correct 
enough,  and  Senator  Best  knbws  it. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— I  am 
reading  from  the  Leader;  they  did  not  con- 
sult me  about  it. 

Senator  Millen.— Thev  will  after  this. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— Quot- 
ing the  Leader  again — 

He  was  ready  to  promote  a  Liberal* 
Labour  Coalition  on  a  fair  basis  of  co-opera- 
tion. But  this  offer  was  contemptuous! v  cast 
aside,  and  Labour  demanded  and  obtained  its 
desire  that  a  Labour  Ministry  should  be  formed 
without  any  infusion  of  the  Liberal  element. 

The  Labour  party  preferred  what  is  called 
isolation,  that,  I  suppose,  simply  means 
nmmng  cm  their  own,  to  keeping  Mr.  Dea- 
kin longer  in  office,  or  sharing  it  with  him. 
Now,  what  took  place  in  the  early  days  of 
November  of  last  year?  Can  anybody 
who  recalls  what  took  place  then — arid  the 
facts  must  be  fresh  in  our  minds — repose 
any  confidence  in  Mr.  Deakin  as  the  Leader 
of  this  Government,  entitled  to  the  con- 
fidence of  the  community  in  promoting  the 
destinies  of  Australia?  Can  anv  one  be- 
lieve in  the  protestations  which  are  made 
as  to  the  great  altitude  whidi  he  has 
reached  in  purifving  and  re-organizing 
the  political  rondititHis  of  thi«!  country? 
What  took  place?  A  cut-and-dried  ar- 
rangement— I  use  that  term  advisedlv — by 
which  Mr.  Deakin  was  to  go  out  of  crflice 
and  his  friends  who  constituted  the  larcpr 
portion  of  his  following  were  to  take  his 
place.  What  happened?  There  were 
some  mysterious  private  conferences — a 
form  of  intrisrue;  T  will  not  use  the  word 
"conspiracy,"  which  has  been,  used  so 
frequently         Digitized  by  L^OOglC 
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Senator  Polsford.  —  "Intrigue"  is 
good  enough.  , 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— It  will 
do  well  enough.  Mr.  Fisher  solemnly  inti- 
mated—and  I  hope  that  honorable  senators 
will  recognise  that  I  am  dealing  with  this 
matter  quite  impartially— that  the  larger 
section  on  the  Ministerial  side  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  could  no  longer  support 
the  Government.  Mr.  Deakin  gravely  as- 
sented, and  inquired,  "  Is  there  no  other 
step  now  ?'  *  But  it  is  quite  evident  that  that 
announcement  was  ejected,  and  the  pro- 
per course  for  Mr.  Deakin  to  have  taken 
was  either  to  have  resigned  there  and  then 
or  to  have  awaited  the  submissiw  of  a 
motion  of  no  confidence  by  the  recognised 
official  Opposition,  whose  leader  then  was 
Mr.  Cook.  But,  of  course,  that  was  not 
the  object  of  this  little  game.  It  might 
have  let  the  regular  Opposition  into  office, 
whereas  the  object  was  to  permit  of  the 
larger  section  of  the  Ministerial  ade  of  the 
House— the  Labour  party— assuming  the 
reins  of  Government.  In  point  of  fact,  it 
was,  in  substance,  a  reconstruction  of  the 
Ministry  which  then  existed.  So  it 
was  arranged  that  a  fwrnal  motion 
should  be  submitted,  upon  which 
Mr.  Fisher  should  move  a  slight 
technical  amendment,  the  voting  upon  which 
would  be  regarded  as  a  motion  of  no  con- 
fidence in  the  Goven^ent,  thus  assuring 
that  Mr.  Fisher,  who  submitted  it,  should 
be  sent  for  by  his  Excellency  the  Governor- 
General.  On  a  subsequent  occasi<m,  Mr. 
Cook  very  properly  denounced  the  whole 
of  this  arrangement  and  referred  to  what 
he  described  as  the  "  alacrity  "  with  whidi 
Mr.  Fisher  rose  to  si^mit  his  trivial  techni- 
cal amendment.  Now  I  ask  honorable  sena- 
tors what  faith  we  can  have  in  a  leader 
who  is  a  party  to  a  scheme  of  that  kind? 

Senator  Stewart. — None,  whatever. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— There 
were  two  parties  to  the  transaction,-  both 
culpable,  and  we  are  not  to  condemn  one 
whilst  acquitting  the  other  and  crediting  it 
with  havii^  a  clean  sheet.  The  result 
was  that  Mr.  Deakin  put  the  Labour  party 
in  (Mce  and  pronused  them  his  suppcwrt. 

Senator  McColl. — What  were  the  con- 
ditions of  his  support? 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— There 
were  no  conditions  at  all,  so  far  as  I  know. 
I  propose  to  read  just  one  or  two  sentences 
which  Mr.  Deakin  uttered  in  this  con- 
nexion, so  late  as  November  of  last  year. 
The  ideas  therein  expressed  are  clothed 
with  a  great  wealth  of  language,  which 


makes  portions  of  them  rather  ambiguous. 
Mr.  Deakin  said — 

It  con  be  dealt  with  henceforward  only  by  aoise 
other  Government  which  in  the  same  way  will 
have  a  general  or  paiticular  understanding  with 
some  party  outside  itself.  It  may  be  that  a 
change  in  the  men  upon  whom  devolves  the  task 
of  holding  the  helm,  will  enable  this  House  to 
transact  the  buuneu  which  passes  from  our 
hands. 

Senator  Sr.  Ledger. — Were  these  state- 
ments made  by  Mr.  Deakin  on  the  occa- 
sicm  of  his  defeat? 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— They 
were  made  when  the  little  arrangement  was 
arrived  at  by  which  Mr.  Deakin  was  to 
stand  aside  and  allow  the  members  of  the 
Labour  party  to  assume  o&ce.  The  nwds 
I  have  quoted  were  uttered  before  the 
amendment  determining  the  fate  of  his  Go- 
vernment was  submitted.  Perhaps,  if  it 
had  not  been  for  this  expression  on  the 
part  of  Mr.  Deakin,  Mr.  Fisher  might  not 
have  moved  that  amendment.  Mr.  Deakin 
continued — 

It  is  our  dut^  when  laying  down  the  official 
conduct  of  business  to  endeavour  to  strengthen 
the  hands  of  those  who  will  take  it  up  while 
the  conduct  of  that  business  by  them  does  not 
conflict  either  with  the  principles  on  which  we 
were  returned,  or  with  the  interests  of  the 
Commonwealth. 

He  then  proceeded  to  amplify  what  might 
otherwise  have  been  ambiguous — 

No  matter  into  whose  hands  that  policy  mar 
fall,  it  will  be  both  our  privilege  and  our  dulv 
to  support  it.  This  can  be  accomplished,  as 
my  hoDOtable  'friends  in  the  Conier  have  shown 
for  the  past  three  years. 

His  hcmorable  friends  in  the  CcMTier  were 
the  members  of  the  Labour  party — 

With  their  fixed  and  decided  platform,  re- 
maining without  amendment  from  Parliament 
to  Parliament,  they  have  been  able  to  lend 
us  support,  without  breach  of,  or  departure 
from,  It  or  the  obligations  which  they  have 
assumed.  So  much  at  least  is  possible  from  as 
under   similar  circumstances. 

It  was  probably  the  last  sentence  or  two 
upon  which  Mr.  Fisher  relied  in  submit- 
ting his  amendment.  Again  and  again  in 
the  House  of  Representatives  upoi  the  dis- 
cussion of  Ministerial  policy,  both  at  the 
instance  of  Mr.  Dugald  Thwnson  and  Mr. 
Joseprfi  Cook,  Mr.  Deakin,  by  interjection, 
declared  that  he  was  keeping  the  Labour 
party  in  office,  although  he  threw  the  gibt 
at  the  Oppositi(Hi  that  they  had  helped  to 
put  them  there.  What  does  all  this  mean? 
I  say  without  hesitation  that  the  bargain 
to  which  I  have  alluded  was  not  at  all  » 
creditable  one.  I  recollect^  very  wjell  Sena- 
tor Millen  denog^f^gj^^(jflot^(@iamber 
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in  emphatic  terms,  and  describing  it  by 
that  lively  simile,  "  the  descent  upon  the 
tart  shop."  I  quite  agree  with  that  de- 
scription. It  was  a  delightful  and  per- 
fectly true  expression.  But  the  "  tart 
shop  "  was  laid  open  to  Mr.  Deakin's  suc- 
cesses by  Mr.  Deakin.  The  arrangement 
was  arrived  at  with  the  co-operatiOT  and 
agreement  of  Mr.  Deakin.  Such  an  agree- 
ment is  of  a  character  unknown  in  politicai 
history,  and  of  a  charactN  whidi  I  hope  will 
never  be  known  again  in  political  history? 
In  plain  English,  Mr.  Deakin  enjoyed  the 
fruits  of  oflfire  for  over  three  years,  and  he 
rewarded  a  section  of  his  followers  v/Yip 
had  stood  by  him  during  that  time  by 
placing  them  in  £^ce. 

Senator  Clemons. — ^And  also  by  putting 
them  out  of  office. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— T  am 
ccnning  to  that  phase  of  the  questicn.  Mr. 
Deakin  abdicated  in  Uieir  favour  and  then 
— and  this  is  the  leader  whom  we  are  asked 
to  follow — immediately  proceeded  to  in- 
trigue against  them.  From  what  he  said 
the  other  day  he  appears  to  have  begun  this 
quite  six  months  before  the  date  upon  which 
he  was  speaking.  My  position  in  regard  to 
the  Labour  party  is  unchanged.  I  do  not 
care  who  is  owicerned  in  a  transacticHi  of 
this  kind,  I  should  mete  out  the  same  cen- 
sure, because  I  desire  to  see  purity  and  fair 
play.  The  petition  was  that  Mr.  Deakin 
— having  put  the  Labour  party  into  (rffioe 
as  part  of  a  bargain  which  was  not  a  cre- 
ditable one,  but  rather  one  which  every 
one  of  my  honorable  friends  here  would  have 
denounced  as  Senator  Millen  <Hd — ^aban- 
doned the  principles  which  I  had  always 
attributed  to  him.  One  would  have  thought 
that  at  nny  rate  he  would  have  waited  a 
little  while  and  given  them  a  little  rope,  so 
to  speak. 

Senator  AfuLCAHY. — He  gave  them  six 
months. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— The 
h(Hiorable  senator  has  not  been  listening. 
Mr.  Deakin  began  intriguing  against  them 
six  months  before  the  date  upon  which  they 
were  displace. 

Senator  Walker. — Does  the  htMiorable 
senator  know  that? 

Senator  Sir  TOStAH  SYMON.— I  know 
what  Mr.  Deakin  himself  said.  This  leader 
who  had  had  the  support  of  the  Labour 
party  and  had  previously  offered  to  go 
hahe"!  with  them — an  offer  which  had  been 
contemptuously  rejected — and  who  then  ac- 
quiesced in  an  arrangonent  by  which  they 


were  to  have,  not  a  half,  but  the  whole,  at 
once  began  to  intrigtie  against  them. 

Senator  Dobson. — The  hcxiorable  sena- 
tor forgets  that  both  the  Labour  party  and 
the  Ministerial  party  

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— If  I 
am  forgetting  anything,  ih?  omission  can 
be  supplied.  The  more  the  details  of  this 
historv  are  filled  up  the  more  disagreef^le 
does  it  become.  If  Mr.  Deakin  felt  that  the 
Labour  Government  ought  not  to  be  in 
office — that  it  was,  as  srane  of  us  con- 
sidered, impotent — and  if  he  knew  that  his 
promised  support  was  a  sham,  I  say  that 
he  was  guilty  of  paying  than  for  services 
rendered  to  him,  not  out  of  his  own  pocket, 
but  out  of  the  podtets  of  the  taxpayers. 
Why  should  he,  if  he  did  not  believe  that 
thev  should  be  in  office?  If  he  con- 
templated that  at  the  end  of  the  six 
months  he  was  going  to  turn  them 
out  of  office,  why  did  he  put  them  in  office 
or  allow  them  to  remain  there  for  a  day? 
When  Parliament  prorogued  the  late  Go- 
vernment was  in  a  mincxity.  A  good 
many  of  us  expressed  the  opinion  that 
they  could  do  nothing.  They  were  power* 
less.  It  was  even  said,  as  a  charge  against 
them,  that  they  wanted  to  get  into  recess. 
I  dare  say  they  did.  It  was  quite  natural 
under  the  circumstances.  And  here  was 
Mr.  Deakin,  who  is  now  Prime  Minister  of 
this  great  country,  putting  them  in  office, 
keeping  them  in  office,  and  keeping  six 
mwiths  in  recess,  the  men  whcMn  he  now 
literally  declares  were  simply  masquerading 
and  were  not  really  a  Ministry  at  all. 

Senator  McCoix.— They  responded  by 
stabbing  Mr.  Deakin  and  others  in  the 
back. 

Senator  Givens. — He  is  an  authority  on 
the  stiletto. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— The 
interjection  of  my  honorable  friend.  Sena- 
tor McColl,  is  an  unfortunate  one.  The 
Labour  party  may  have  followed  the  ex- 
ample that  Mr.  Deakin  set  them,  which,  of 
course,  does  not  make  it  any  better.  As- 
sassination is  bad  at  the  hands  of  any  one. 
It  is  un-English  and  unfair. 

Senator  Pearck. — There  is  no  assassi- 
nation in  an  open  fight  at  the  hustings. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— If  Mr. 
Deakin  knew,  and  felt,  that  the  Labour 
Government  was  impotent,  on  what  prin- 
ciple could  he  justify  putting  them  in 
charge  of  the  destinies  of  this  countrv? 

Senator  Mulcahy. — Who,  on  this  side, 
has  ever  tried  to  justifv  his  doina  those 
things  ?  Digitized'by  LjOOgle 
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Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— I  am 
so  glad  to  hear  that.  I  thank  my  honor- 
able friend. 

Senator  Mulcahy.— Whoever  did? 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— I  do 
not  think  it  possible  for  any  one  on  this 
side  to  justify  such  a  thing.  I  have  been 
putting  these  simple  facts  to  show  that  I 
agree  with  my  hwiorable  friend.  But,  Mr. 
President,  if  my  honorable  friends  cannot 
justify  Mr.  Deakin  in  doing  these  things, 
are  they  justified  in  following  him  as  their 
leader?  If  these  things  are  done  in  the 
ffieen  tree  what  will  happen  in  the  dry  ? 

Senator  Walker.— We  will,  see  about  it. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— I  know 
the  Ivnx-like  eye  that  my  honorable  friend, 
Senator  Walker,  will  cast  on  Mr.  Deakin, 
but  I  know  Mr.  Deakin's  powers  of  per- 
suasion. Senntor  Walker's  remark,  how- 
ever, means,  at  all  events,  that  he  is  not 
an  enthusiastic  supporter  of  the  fusiwi. 

Senator  McColl.— We  have  to  study 
Australia.  _ 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— But 
surely  my  honorable  friend  would  not  hand 
over  the  destinies  of  Australia  to  the  keep- 
ing of  a  man  who  would  betray  them? 
That  is  the  question  that  has  been  per- 
plexing me.  How  am  I,  in  the  face  of 
these  things,  to  take  to  my  bosom  a  man 
who  has  traduced  my  partv  and  my  leader? 
But  I  say,  again,  that  if  Mr.  Deakin  knew 
and  felt  that  the  Labour  Ministry  was  in- 
competent, what  was  to  justifv  him,  in  the 
face  of  the  counttv,  in  putting  them  in 
office?  What  is  there  to  justify  him  in 
giving  these  interlopers  six  months' 
pay  out  of  the  taxpayers'  purse  for  doing 
nothing  ?  But  the  man  who  is  the  greatest 
culprit  is  the  man  who  ought  to  have  known 
better,  Mr.  Deakin.  If,  on  the  other  hand, 
he  honestly  believed  that  the  Labour  party 
were  worthv  of  office  and  of  power  at  all. 
as  I  am  quite  willing  to  susume  that  he 
did,  then  he  did  them  a  cruel  wrong  in 
immediately  beginning  to  intrigue  against 
them,  and  what  is  more,  to  use  Mr.  Cook's 
expression,  in  booting  them  out  of  office 
without  a  hearing.  That  is  one  part  of  the 
story.  The  second  part  is,  that  Mr.  Fisher 
and  his  Ministry  were  entitled  to  rely  on 
Mr.  Deakin's  support;  not  always,  not 
eternally,  but  until,  on  some  point  of 
policy  or  some  point  of  administration, 
clearly  defined,  they  were  arraigned  and 
defeated.  I  confess  I  shall  be  glad  to 
hear  that  action  justified.  Havinjf  put 
them  in  office,  and  having  declared  in  the 
passage  I  have  read,  omtrasting  the  two. 


that  they  had  supported  him  for  three 
years,  and  that  he  and  his  party  were  pre- 
pared to  do  as  much  for  th^,  I  cannot 
understand  how  he  could  be  a  party  to 
turning  them  out  of  office  without  giving 
than  ffD  oppMtunity  of  being  heard  in 
their  own  defence.  Mr.  Com,  who  ex- 
pressed himself  exceedingly  well,  as  he  al- 
ways does,  on  the  26th  November,  trkd 
to  extract  scmie  inftwmation  about  the  situa- 
tion.   He  said — 

I  fancy  that  the  Labour  party  had  a  friead 
at  court — 

Of  course  he  meant  to  suggest  that  no! 
merely  the  arrangement  had  been  carried 
into  effect,  but  that  a  suggestion  had  been 
made  to  the  Governor- General — 

who  consulted  the  Governor-Geneial  for  them, 
and  that  friend  is  sitting  by  tbem  tCMlsy, 
staunch  for  the  present. 

Now  that  roninds  me  of  a  little  story  tiiat 
I  heard  some  time  ago.  A  lady  vas  oom- 
plaining  to  her  old  gardener  that  he  w^ 
a  little  the  worse  for  liquor,  and  she  said  to 
him,  "  Now,  John,  when  you  came  to  me 
you  know  you  said  you  were  a  staunch 
teetotaller."  The  gardener  replied,  "  Not 
staunch,  ma'am,  not  staunch  !"  My  friend, 
Mr.  Cook,  must,  I  think,  have  seen  that 
story  when  he  said,  "  Staunch  for  the  pre- 
sent. ' '  He  went  on  to  complain,  as  Senator 
Millen  did  most  justly  and  with  great  em- 
phasis in  the  Senate,  that  a  change  of 
Government  had  taken  place  without  a 
scintilla  of  reason.  But  is  not  that  exactly 
what  has  happened  now  ?  Is  there  any  dif- 
ference? Is  it  not  a  fact  that,  under  the 
circumstances  I  have  recalled  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Senate,  the  Labour  Govern- 
ment were,  to  again  use  ^  an  expres- 
sion of  Mr.  Cook's,  ignbminiously  booted 
out  by  the  present  Prime  Minister, 
who  had  put  them  in?  As  Sir  George 
Turner  declared  on  the  ooca^on  that  I  have 
already  referred  to,  the  hand  that  made 
them  was  the  hand  to  uninal«  them.  It 
was  done  without  a  scintilla  of  reason, 
under  circumstances  which  required  at  Icaa 
some  reasfMi,  some  indictment.  It  was  dif- 
ferent in  that  respect  from  the  fwevious 
occasion,  when  Mr.  Deakin  changed  port- 
folios with  them.  Then,  Mr.  Deakin  could 
niakenoc<xnptaint,  because  it  was  under  an 
arrangement  that  he  had  himself  made. 
This  ignominious  booting  out  of  office  of 
the  Labour  party  was  performed  by  the 
politician  who  had  assisted  to  put  them  into 
office,  as  they  had  suppnted  him  during  a 
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mmts  of  office  at  their  hands.  Well  might 
they  say — 

Yea,  mine  own  familiar  friend,  io  whom  I 
trusted,  which  did  eat  of  my  bread,  hath  lifted 
up  his  heel  against  me. 

Senator  Givens. — The  application  would 
be  correct  except  for  the  fact  that  ^ve  never 
did  trust  him. 

Senator  Walker. — The  honorable  sen- 
ator is  giving  himself  and  his  party  away. 

SenatCH*  TintLEV. — No;  we  always  said 

so. 

Senator  Needham. — ^We  were  watehing 
him  all  the  time. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMOX.—In 
that  respect,  I  think,  my  honorable  friend 
is  right  in  saying  that  he  is  going  to  watch 
Mr.  Deakin.  That,  at  all  events,  is  satis- 
factory. What  I  have  related  is  the  posi- 
tion according  to  the  records  as  they  are 
before  us.  But  there  is  <xie  other  little 
thing  that  I  would  like  to  mention.  On  the 
20th  October,  when  the  little  nrranECment 
r  have  detailed  took  place,  Mr.  Deakin 
apologized  for  having  been  a  party  to  turn- 
ing out  the  Labour  Government,  and,  to 
show  that  there  was  no  fleck  in  the  sea  of 
their  smooth  relations,  he  explained  that 
he  had  not  intoided  to  do  them  any  harm 
when  he  voted  them  out  of  oflSce  in  1904. 
He  said  this — 

Some  of  us,  and  I  was  one,  found  ourselves 
trapped — 

That  was  when  Mr.  Reid  came  in, 

into  voting  a  Government  out  of  office  that 
ought  to  have  been  allowed  to  stay  there  longer. 

Is  there  any  assurance  that  he  will  not  say 
the  same  thing  again,  if  it  suits  him  to 
extricate  himself  from  the  present  situation 
and  to  seek  again  a  fresh  alliance  with 
those  with  whom  he  has  hitherto  been  asso- 
ciated? I  ask  those  honorable  senators  who 
took  a  strong  view  of  the  transaction  last 
November,  whether  they  think  that  with 
this  record  ftfr.  Deakin  isexactly  the  gentle- 
man who  ought  to  be  Prime  Minister  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Australia  at  this  juncture? 
But  there  is.  as  I  have  said,  a 
worse  rase.  Mv  Iionorable  friend.  Sena- 
tor Pulsford,  sought  to  palliate  the  fusion 
by  recalling  one  in  New  South  Wales.  That 
was  no  fusion  at  all,  but  simply  an  agree- 
ment to  banish  for  the  moment  the  fiscal 
differences  for  thp  sake  of  Federal  union. 
That  was  honorably  kept  for  one  specific 
piu-pose.  What  is  the  specific  purpose 
here? 

Senator  Guthrie.— To  "  down "  the 
Labour  party. 


Senator    Sir    JOSIAH    SYMON.— Is 

panic-fear  of  a  party  who  have  done  nothing 
a  kind  of  justification  ?  The  great  differ- 
ence is  that  that  arrangement  was  not  made 
by  Mr.  Deakin.  I  thank  my  honorable 
friend  for  the  reference,  because  I  recol- 
lect that  it  was  then  a  case  of  naticHial 
union  in  this  country  or  nothing.  It  was 
a  specific  issue,  and  no  more.  But  I  also 
remember,  and  recall  to  his  recollection  if 
he  will  permit  me,  with  all  deference,  an- 
other coalition  which  was  with  Mr. 
Deakin.  It  was  more  nearly  the  kind  of 
thing  than  that  in  New  South  Wales.  It 
involved  the  sinking  of  the  fiscal  issue  for 
a  time.  We  have  often  heard  of  the  fiscal 
issue.  I  do  not  know  where  it  is  now, 
under  the  I  :inguage  of  this  Ministerial 
statement.  But  at  that  time,  let  it  be  re- 
membered, we  had  just  passed  a  Tariff, 
and  the  sole  object  of  the  sinking  of  the 
fiscal  issue  was  to  secure  fiscal  peace  for 
that  Parliament.  Apparently  we  were  all 
going  on  comfprtably.  Our  friend  Mr. 
Deakin,  who  put  us  in  office,  went  quietly 
to  Ballaratj  and  havinff  on  a  previous 
occasion  at  that  place  denounced  in  no 
measured  terms  the  Labour  party,  he  made 
a  speech.  I  quote,  not  from  Hansard,  but 
from  a  most  excellent  pamphlet  by  mv 
friend  Mr.  Bruce  Smith.  Referring  to  the 
Labour  party,  Mr.  Deakin  said,  in  1904 — 

It  was  a  leading  member  of  that  party,  and 
one  of  its  ablest  members,  who  told  us  three 
years  ago  that  the  party  was  up  for  sale  to 
the  highest  bidder  between  other  parties. 
*'  Here  are  our  votes,"  it  said,  "  for  your  legis- 
lation. We  don't  believe  In  you  or  your  policy, 
but  if  you  give  us  the  legislation  we  want,  we 
will  support  you." 

Is  not  that  exactly  the  position  in  which 
Mr.  Deakin  was  iot  three  solid  years  ?  Can 
anybody  doubt  it  ?  What  does  he  think  of 
it  when  he  is  not  «ijoying  the  fruits  of 
dfice?  Mr.  Bruce  Smith  prints  in  italics 
this  passage  in  the  speech — 

Could  a  more  demoralising  bargain  be  pro- 
posed in  any  public  body  or  institution? 

Mr.  Deakin  went  to  Ballarat,  and  held 
himself  up  for  sale.  He  said,  in  effect — 
If  the  Labour  leagues  adopt  Protection,  we 
will  assist  them.  If  the  Ami -Socialist 
leagues  put  Protection  in  their  platform, 
we  will  assist  them. 

Senator  Walker.— He  was  a  friend  to 
all  parties. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— My 
honorable  friend  does  not  know  what  Mr. 
Deakin  will  not  do.  Ak^ny_rafc-  that 
iswhathedidtoBWtfcJtt^^d&^J?  To 
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the  Free  Traders  in  the  Ministry  who  had 
taken  the  risk  of  such  things,  it  meant  a 
condemnation,  but  nothing  else.  No  self- 
respecting  Government  would  hold  office  for 
five  minutes  when  their  occupancy  of  it 
depended  literally  upon  the  vote  of  Mr. 
Deakin ;  certainly  upon  his  support.  On 
that  occau<Hi  it  did  not  matter  very  much 
to  those  who  must  take  the  risk  of  such 
things.  But  the  Ministry  included  four 
members  who  were  old  political  and  per- 
sonal friends  of  Mr.  Deakin,  two  of  them 
being  very  old  friends  of  his  in  the  State 
Parliament.  I  remember  well  the  pathetic 
figure  of  Sir  George  Turner  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  when  he  was  so 
severely  stricken  with  illness  that  the 
Speaker,  certainly  once,  if  not  on  more  than 
one  occasion,  besought  the  forbearance  of 
honwable  members  in  interjecting.  No 
more  pathetic  scene  has  ever  been  witnessed 
In  any  Parliament  than  on  that  occaa<xi 
when  Sir  George  Turner  got  up  in  his  place 
and,  with  a  trembling  voice  and  in  great 
pain — not  bodily  only,  but  mental  also- 
declared  that  Mr.  Deakin  had  urged  him 
acjain  and  again  to  go  into  the  Ministry  and 
that  but  for  his  personal  solicitation  he 
would  not  have  gone  in. 

Senator  Grav. — I  think  it  was  Mr. 
McLean  who  said  that. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— It  was 
«aid  by  both.  Sir  George  Turner  said 
that,  being  in  ill-health,  he  at  once  refused 
to  go  into  the  Ministry,  as  he  wished  to 
retire  from  politics,  but,  at  the  solicitaticm 
of  Mr.  Deakin,  he  gave  way,  and  became 
a  member  of  the  Government.  Yet,  without 
going  to  him  as  Sir  George  said  he  would 
have  expected  an  old  friend  to  do,  and  say- 
ing, "  Sir  George,  I  am  going  to  Bal- 
larat,  where  J  int^d  to  say  one  or  two 
things  which  you  may  think' shqw  unfaith- 
fulness to  your  Government,  but  you  are 
not  to  take  them  in  that  way  " — without  a 
word  of  watniuR — Mr.  Deakin  went  to  Bal- 
larat.  and  made  that  speech,  which  was 
<Ie«:ribed  by  the  Age,  in  large  type  over 
a  lendfng  article,  as  "  Notice  to  Quit." 

Senator  Givens. — That  is  exactly  what 

it  wns. 

Senator  Mulcahy. — That  is  exactly 
what  the  honorable  senator  said  it  was  not 
at  the  time. 

Senator  Givens. — Everybody  knew  that 
it  was. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SY>f ON'.— Pardon 
Jne.  ^^r.  Deakin  did  not  denv  that  it  was 
-1  notice  to  quit,  but  he  said  that  it  might 


be  a  mcmth's  notice,  or  three  mOTths'  no- 
tice, or  six  m<Miths'  notice.  He  staled  that 
a  Government  containing  his  friend,  Sir 
George  Turner,  was  to  interpret  it  as  a 
three  months'  notice,  and  not  an  immediate 
notice  to  quit.  Well  might  Sir  George 
Turner  say,  "  Save  me  from  my  friends." 
As  my  honoiable  friend,  Senator  Gray, 
remarked,  Mr.  McLean  said  very  much 
the  same  thing.  Speaking  on  the  Address- 
in-Reply,  in-  1905,  my  honwable  friend 
SenattM*  Fxaser  asked :  If  the  past  history  of 
the  Parliament  was  not  creditable,  who  was 
respcHisible  ?  Then  my  faomn-able  ftkad 
expressed  his  opinion.  Since  be  has  ^^ 
ferred  to  the  mattef,  I  should  like  to  n- 
mind  him  of  the  exceedingly  appropriate 
language  in  which,  on  that  occa^(»i.  he 
described  Mr.  Deakin,  the  Leader  of  the 
present  Government. 

Senates  Findley. — ^Wbo  was  that  ? 

Senator  Sir  JQSIAH  SYMON.— Sen- 
ator Gray,  who  I  know  is  a  man  of  strong 
feeling  for  that  which  is  right  and  just. 
I  am  quite  sure  that  he  would  not  have 
used  the  language  which  I  am  going  H> 
read,  and  to  which  I  gave  my  entire  assent 
at  the  time,  if  he  had  not  meant  It. 

Senator  Gray. — ^And  I  believe  it  jurt  as 

strongly  now. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON-— The 

honorable  senator  said- 
Mr.  Deakin  has  created  a  precedent  wbicli,  I 

coatend,  will  lower  the  political  and  moral  life 

of  tbe  community. 

Is  a  politician  who  has  lowered  the  political 
and  moral  life  of  the  c(»iimunity  to  be  llie 
leader  of  it  ? 

I  believe  that  he  will  live  to  regret  the  nu- 
ner  in  which  he  has  brought  about  this  sitiu- 
tioQ.  Speaking  politically,  Mr.  Deakin  h»* 
absolutely  dishonoured  the  cheque  that  he  ga« 
to  Mr.  Reid.  If  I  were  to  describe  him  as  I 
Tegard  him  I  would  rather  apeak  of  him  « 
a  political  jelly  fish.  When  I  say  that,  of 
course,  I  am  onl^  speaking  of  him  politicaUy. 
To  my  mind,  this  conduct  says  very  little  for 
Mr.  Deakin  as  a  practical  politician.  We  shouM 
like  to  think  of  Mr.  Deakin  personally  m  tlw 
estimable  man  that  we  have  all  believed  him  to 
be  hitherto. 

That,  I  think,  is  a  plain  narrative  of  facts. 
The  only  additional  fact  which  I  think  it  is 
well  to  bear  in  mind,  is  that  at  the  election 
which  followed  shortlv  afterwards,  Mr. 
Deakin.  to  show  his  friendship  for  Mr. 
Mcr,ean,  went  up  Gippsland  and  most 
vehemently  opposed  him.  I  do  not  like 
very  much  the  expressi<mj  am  goirig  to  use, 
but  with  a  slig4ti^ftll9^tifilC^^lfflI  quote 
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what  Sir  Thomas  Ewmg  said  of  the  Labour 
party^,  and  ask  whether  it  might  not  be 
said  of  the  present  Prime  Minister  by  swne 
of  those  concerned  in  these  incidents — 

An  alliance  with  the  present  Prime  Minister 
is  like  an  alliance  with  an  American  ladian. 
He  may  fight  on  your  side,  but  pretty  soon 
after  the  fight  is  over  be  will  get  your  scalp 
if  be  gets  the  chance. 

Senator  Walkek. — Study  Australia. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— We  are 
to  "study  Australia."  That,  I  dare 
say,  covers  a  multitude  of  sins.  Generally 
when  we  have  to  study  anything,  we  like 
to  know  the  character  of  the  person  under 
whom  we  are  to  study. 

Senator  Stewart. — We  want  a  teacher 
of  good  morals. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— That 
is,  I  think,  a  desirable  thing.  If  the  party 
is  anti-Socialist  I  ask  my  honorable  friends, 
have  they  got  an  anti-Socialist  ?  What  has 
Mr.  Deakin  said  about  Socialism  and  anti- 
Socialism?  This  is  what  he  said  at 
BalLarat,  as  hcmwable  senators  will  recol- 
lect. 

Senator  Walker. — How  many  years  ago 
— three  or  four? 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— It  was 
that  eventful  time  when  he  turned  upon  the 
Ministry  of  Mr.  Reid,  which  he  had  put  in 
office. 

Senator  Walker. — That  is  what  we  call 
ancient  history  now,  is  it  not? 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— Like 
Adam  and  Eve,  I  suppose? 

Senator  Walker. — How  many  years  ago 
was  it? 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.~I  am 
not  complaining  of  my  honorable  friend 
drawing,  as  I  should  expect  him  to  do,  the 
veil  of  oblivion  over  it.  I  want  to  get  at 
the  policy.  I  want  to  get  at  where  this 
anti-Socialism  is.  I  want  to  understand 
the  leader  of  the  anti-Socialist  party. 
Speaking  on  the  same  occasion  at  Ballarat, 
in  1905 — that  is  just  before  he  formed  the 
Ministry  which  was  reconstructed  by  the 
advent  of  the  Labour  party,  he  said — 

We  are  now  being  told  tiiat  the  iuue  is  one 
of  Socialism  ftgainst  anti-Socialism,  but  that 
issue  is  no  longer  concrete  or  practical? 

What  becomes  of  it?  Is  it  to  be  Socialism 
or  anti-Sodalism? 

It  has  been  removed  to  the  realm  of 
theory  and  opinion.  It  is  something  vague  and 
indefinite  instead  of  being  precise.  It  is  a 
question  which  no  two  public  men  define  in  the 
same  fashion. 


He  ridicules  the  whole  thing,  and  he  goes 
on  to  say — 

What  prospect  is  there  that  a  definitive  answer 
can  be  given  when  an  issue  is  to  be  submitted 
in  that  cloudy,  nebulous  fashion? 

He  is  pouring  cold  water  an  the  issue  of 
Socialism  against  anti-Socialism.  This  is 
worthy  of  ocmsideration — 

What  is  the  anti-Socialism  programme  to  be? 
What  anti- Socialistic  legislation  is  to  be  pro* 
posed  ?  What  legislation  considered  Socialistic 
is  to  be  repealed? 

Is  he  going  now  to  repeal  ail  these 
measures  of  Socialism  that  are  on  the 
statute-book,  and  which  we  have  so  con- 
tinuously opposed? 

Senator  Pearce. — Like  the  Sea  Carriage 

of  Gpods  Act  ? 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— T  do 
not  consider  that  Socialistic.  But  is  he  go- 
ing to  repeal  the  sectiwi  in  the  Post  and 
Telegraph  Act  which  Sir  John  Forrest  des- 
cribed as  wicked  and  di^onest?  Is  he 
gcnng  to  repeal  the  Anti-Trusts  Act,  which 
in  another  speech  he  asked  if  Mr.  Reid  was 
going  to  repeal  ?  That  is  what  I  call  anti- 
Socialism.  If  there  is  to  be  a  leader  of 
anti-Socialism  surely  it  should  be  his  busi- 
ness to  purge,  or  try  to  purge,  the  statute- 
book  of  these  Socialistic  measures? 

Senator  Walker. — We  shall  prevent 
them  fr<xn  being  carried  further. 

SenatCM-  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— Then 
my  friends  are  going  to  leave  those  on  the 
statute-book  where  they  are?  Mr.  Deakin 
further  said — 

These  are  questions  which  the  electors  of 
Australia  are  entitled  to  have  answered  before 
bhey  vote  in  favour  of  anti-Socialism.  It  must 
take  a  form,  it  must  take  a  shape,  it  must  be 
something  tangible  whose  effects  an  endeavour 
can  be  made  to  trace  out. 

Then  he  goes  on  to  enumerate  the  things 
I  have  mentioned. 

Mr.  Reid  has  declared  two  clauses  in  the 
existing  legislation,  the  contract  labour  clauses 
of  the  Immigration  Act,  and  the  clause  in  the 
Postal  Act,  should  be  amended,  but  be  has 
not  said  what  other  claoses  are  to  be  substi- 
tuted for  them,  or  if  any  fre  to  be  substituted. 
Answers  to  these  questions  will  be  required  be- 
fore this  issue  can  become  direct  or  practic- 
able. 

Now  we  are  told  that  the  fwesent  Govern- 
ment is  an  anti-Socialist  Governrnent. 
What  did  Mr.  Deakin  tell  us  upcm  this 
point? 

On  this  question  we  are  entitled  to  press  for 
a  reply. 

I  think  Mr.  Deakin  was  absolutely  right 
in  that-^ 

We  have  anti-Socialistic  leagues  in  a  neigh- 
bouring State,  springing  into  existence  in  every 
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electorate,  yet  there  is  no  programme  announced 
to  which  any  one  or  more  of  these  leagues  is 
committed. 

I  see  that  in  the  press  it  is  stated  that 
with  the  advent  of  the  present  Government 
we  have  a  riddance  of  minority  rule.  Have 
we?  What  sort  of  a  party  is  the  Prime 
Minister's  party  ?  Is  it  not  a  minority,  and 
a  very  helpless  minority  ?  We  have  had 
minority  rule  for  Socialistic  legislation  for 
something  like  seven  years.  By  whom  ? 
By  Mr.  Deafcin.  Is  not  that  a  fact  ?  And 
is  it  not  the  very  irony  of  politics  that  the 
gffltleman  who  is  said  now  to  be  ridding  us 
of  miix>rity  rule  is  he  who,  if  he  did  not 
create  it,  has  practised  and  profited  by  it 
for  the  last  seven  years?  Is  it  to  him 
that  we  are  to  intrust  the  redemptioQ  of 
Atistralia  from  the  evil  effects  which  flow 
from  minority  rule?  As  I  said,  we  still 
have  minority  rule,  and  the  only  difference, 
as  compared  with  previous  positions,  is  that 
same  members  of  the  majority  are,  in  the 
case  of  the  present  Government,  taken  into 
otBce  with  some  members  of  the  minority. 

Senator  McColl. — ^That  is  the  way  in 
which  all  parties  are  formed,  I  think. 

S«iat(M'  Pearce. — Why  was  it  evil  be- 
fore if  it  is  right  now? 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— I  do 
not  object  to  Senator  McColl's  interjec- 
tion, but  if  that  is  how  all  parties  are 
formed,  I  am  very  sorry  to  hear  it.  But 
then,  I  ask,  why  do  these  things?  Is  it 
lust  for  office?    Is  that  it? 

Senator  McColl. — That  was  the  Labour 
party's  idea. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— The 
idea  of  the  Labour  party  who  stood  out  of 
<^ce  for  three  years  ? 

Senator  McColl. — ^They  made  the 
jfreedv  grab. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— I  do 
not  see  nnv  cviilonce  of  a  "  jjreedv  p^ab  " 
on  their  p.irt.  I  see  that  Mr.  Deakin  offered 
them  halves,  and  they  would  not  take  it. 

Senator  Stewart. — And  they  gave  him 
the  whole. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— And,  as 
Senator  Stewart  reminds  me,  they  gave  him 
the  whole,  and  for  years  asked  for  no  share 
in  the  emoltunents  of  office.  I  merely  ask 
the  question,  is  it  lust  of  office?  Senator 
Dobsr-n  said  the  other  day  that  it  was  to 
save  his  political  skin — the  political  skin 
which  the  Opposition,  including  myself  and 
S(!nator  Dobson,  had  been  after  for  three 
\ears.  And  is  this  honorable  gentleman  to 
be  allowed  to  have  the  whole  support  of 
that  OppositicHi  in  order  to  save  that 


political  skin?  But  then  be  has  said  him- 
self, and  this  is  scxnething  to  which  I  veo- 
ture  to  direct  the  attention  of  my  friends 
the  Free  Traders.    I  am  quoting  from  tbe 

Ar^us — 

The  fusion  was  tbe  only  step  potsible  to  pre- 
serve Liberalism. 

What  does  Mr.  Deakin  mean  by 
Liberalism?  Does  he  mean  the  policy  of 
the  Oppositicxi  as  it  existed  until  a  nmith 
or  so  ago?  Not  at  all.  He  means  Pro- 
tectitm.  When  he  said  that  tbe  fusion  was 
the  only  possiUe  step  to  preserve  Liberal- 
ism, he  meant  that  it  was  tiie  only  step  poi- 
sible  to  preserve  Protection  and  the  Pro- 
tectionist party. 

Senator  Guthrie. — What  does  Senator 
Pulsford  sav  that  it  means? 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.  —  I 
wish  to  make  no  comments  at  all.  To 
make  it  abundantly  clear,  Mr.  Dealdn'i 
views  were  declared  to  be — 

Both  tbe  interest  of  his  party  and  tbe  pnblk 
interest  required  the  seTerance  from  the  Labou 
party  which  he  had  effected. 

SenatOT  Macfarlane. — What  is  the  dite 
of  that  ? 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— It  i» 
in  respect  of  a  speech  which  was  made  only 
the  other  day.  I  am  quoting  from  a  lead- 
ing article,  but  really  the  two  newspapers 
are  now  so  much  alike  that  for  the  moment 
I  am  unable  to  say  whether  it  is  fron:  tbe 
Age  or  the  Argus,  but  I  shall  find 
out  for  the  honorable  senator  latei. 
It  is  a  curious  thing  that  in  1905 
the  alliance  of  Mr.  Deakin  with  the  Labour 
party  to  oust  the  then  Government  was 
called  "The  Liberal-Protectionist  lU- 
union."  Now,  the  Liberals  have  never  been 
associated  with  Free  Trade  in  this  countr\. 

Senator  Walker. — I  always  consider 
that  the  Free  Traders  are  the  Liberals. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— Yes; 
but  my  honorable  friend  knows  that  nobody 
else  agrees  with  him. 

Senator  Walker. — I  say  that  the  genuine 
Lilwral  partv  is  the  Free  Trade  party. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— So  do 
I ;  but  we  should  be  stoned  if  we  said  that 
outside. 

Senator  Walker. — I  have  never  called 
mvself  anything  else  but  a  Liberal. 

Senator'  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMOX.- 
Nor  have  I .  But  like  my  honorable 
friend,  I  am  sometimes  called  a  cast-ifW 
Conservative.  It  is  a  gross  insult,  of 
course.  In  this  country,  bv  a  strange  pCT- 
versitm,  it  is  the  Protectionist  pafty  that  i* 
always  called  t3l«ii^beAU)l^l£l]^^lc 
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Senator  Gray. — That  is  what  always  de- 
ceived me. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— I  am 
afraid  that  that  is  how  some  of  my  honor- 
able friends  are  likely  to  be  deceived  under 
the  present  arrangement.  The  first  alliance 
ai  Mr.  Deakin  with  Labour  was  called 
"The  Liberal-Protectionist  Re-union,"  and 
on  this  occasion  the  alliance  whidi  Mr. 
E^kin  has  made  must  be  called  "The  Lib- 
eral- Protectionist-CcHiservative-  Free  Trade 
fusion."  That  is  what  it  must  be  called, 
because  the  Liberal -ProtecticMiist  party  has 
been  displaced. 

Senator  Pearce. — The  honorable  senator 
has  forgotten  to  include  the  name  of  one 
section,  to  which  Mr.  Deakin  has  referred 
as  the  black  labour  secticm. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— Under 
these  circumstances  I  do  not  think  it  is  to 
be  wondered  at  if  my  frimd  Mr.  Deakin 
does  not  know  exactly  where  he  is.  I  find 
it  stated,  and  as  an  incident  it  is*  curious, 
that  Mr.  Deakin  found  it  very  hard  to  be- 
lieve the  other  day  that  he  was  really  lead- 
ing the  Ministry.  Three  or  four  times,  it 
is  said,  he  referred  to  Mr.  Fisher  as  the 
Prime  Minister,  and  more  than  once  he  re- 
ferred to  the  Opposition  as  the  Ministerial 
partv.  I  dare  say  that  the  honwable 
gentleman  was  whispering  to  himself — 

Do  I  sleep?   Do  I  dream? 

Do  I  wander  and  doubt? 
Are  things  what  they  seem, 

Or  is  Tisxms  about? 

But  can  we,  then,  because  after  all  this  is 
what  it  comes  to,  really  feel  that  implicit 
trust  in  Mr.  Dfeakin  as  a  leader,  which  re- 
gard for  the  bluest  interests  of  the 
destimea  6f  this  country  demands? 
To  sum  up :  Yesterday  he  was  Leader 
of  the  Socialist  party.  I  am  un- 
able to  distinguish  between  a  gentle- 
man who  has  had  that  party  as  the 
largest  section  of  his  following,  and  who 
put  on  the  statute-book  the  Socialistic 
legislation  which  they  required,  and  the 
man  who  is  at  their  head,  as  Mr.  Fish^  is, 
directly  and  straightforwardly.  To-day 
he  is  the  Leader  of  the  anti-Socialists.  Yes- 
terday he  was  prepared  to  cast  out  from  his 
Ministry  four  or  five  of  his  own  friends,  in 
OTder  to  admit  an  equal  number  of  Sodal- 
ists;  to-dav  he  intrigues  to  dismiss  the 
Socialists  without  a  hearing.  Yesterday  he 
declared  it  impossible  then,  or  in  the 
ftiture,  to  work  with  the  wreckage  of  those 
louses  which  he  described  as  the  Opposi- 
tion ;  to-day  he  claims  to  be  their  leader. 
Yesterday  he  told  the  Imperial  Authorities 


that  Australia  was  desirous  of  putting  an 
end  to  the  payment  of  ;£20o,oco  a  year 
under  the  Naval  Agreement.  To-day  he 
makes  political  capital  out  of  an  offer  of 
a    Dreadnought    or    its    equivalent  of 

,000,000. 

Senator  Dobson. — No. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— I  will 
show  my  honra^able  friend  in  a  OKxnent. 
He  at  least  lived  politically  for  years  oii 
the  system  of  government  by  a  minorit}  , 
and  now  he  poses  as  the  instrument  specially 
designed  to  destroy  it.  The  other  day,  in 
England,  and  elsewhere,  he  talked  largely 
about  inmiigration.  He  affirmed  that  Aus- 
tralia was  a  great  continent  lying  almost 
empty,  and  calling  aloud  for  adventurous 
spirits  to  come  from  the  Old  Country — 
for  the  life-blood  of  a  naticm.  Vet 
he  placed  upon  the  statute-book  the 
Immigration  Restriction  Act,  and  the  Con- 
tract Immigrants  At^?  Is  he  not  respon- 
sible for  secticm  16  in  the  Post  and 
Telegraph  Act,  which  was  character- 
ized as  ' '  wrong,  foolish,  and  dis- 
honest" ?  Is  tMs  to  be  repealed  under 
his  leado-ship  ?  Let  us  look  upon  the  reoixd 
of  the  legislation  which  we  have  hitherto 
opposed,  and  ask  ourselves  "  Can  this  be 
true?"  Are  we  to  put  the  stamp  of  our 
approval  upon  his  successful  effwts  to  so 
increase  the  cost  of  mining,  fanning,  and 
other  industries  as  to  diminish  employment, 
and  to  reduce  earnings?  Despite  our  op- 
position, he  drove  the  kanakas- out  of  the 
sugar  industry.  Am  I  to  say  to  that,  and 
to  the  other  things  which  I  have  menti(xied. 
"Well  done."  Is  he  not  respmsible  for 
the  union  label?  We  should  nevw  have 
had  it  but  feu*  him. 

Senator  Stewart. — It  is  no  good,  any- 
how. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— I  am 
rather  encouraged  to  hear  that.  I  am  al- 
ways glad  to  reflect  that  we  have  the  High 
Court  when  these  Acts  turn  out  to 
be  failures.  But  it  was  not  Mr. 
Deakin's  fault  that  the  unim  label  proved 
to  be  a  failure.  Has  any  other  man  been 
in  one  sense  so  faithles.-!  to  Federation  by 
placing  so  many  unconstitutional  measures 
on  the  statute-book  in  defiance — and  this 
is  the  wTiole  point  of  my  contention — of 
the  Opposition  ?  And  are  we  still  going  to 
trust  him  with  the  Constitution  ?  We  have 
the  Australian  Industries  Preservation  Act^ 
the  Commerce  Act,  and  the  Trade  Descrip- 
tions Act — all  of  which  were  opposed  by  us 
— upOTi  the  statute-book,  atnl^we  .hfiw  also 
that  monstrous  i?^,^  ^tft^^y^i^ariff 
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(Agricultural  Machinerj-)  Act — that  delight- 
ful excursion  into  the  realms  of  new  Protec- 
tion^— and  the  Excise  Tariff  (Spirits)  Act. 
Yet  we  are  asked  to  pledge  our  fealty  to  a 
Minister  who  is  responsible  for  all  these 
measures,  the  greater  number  of  which  were 
passed  despite  our  strenuous  oppositi(»i.  At 
any  rate,  we  did  not  con»der  them  part 
of  the  programme  to  which  we  ought  to  give 
our  assmt.  No  manager  of  a  business 
would  be  engaged  without  his  credentials 
being  first  examined,  and  yet  we  are  asked 
to  accept  Mr.  Deakin  as  Prime  Minister  in 
the  face  of  the  damaging  record,  from  our 
point  of  view,  which  the  whole  statute-book 
presents.  I  am  sorry  that  that  should  be 
the  position  to-day.  But  whatever  our  re- 
gard 'for  Mr.  Deakin  may  be — and,  per- 
sonally, I  hold  him  in  the  highest  esteem — 
we  must  look  at  his  political  acts.  I  think 
it  was  a  distinct  raisftnrtune  that  he  did  not 
adhere  to  his  earliest  intenti<»i  to  stand  aside 
upOT  the  occasion  when  the  negotiations  for 
the  fusion  of  parties  took  place.  Had  he 
dtMie  so,  he  would  have  felt  a  happier  man, 
and  more  confident  of  his  position  in  the 
country  than  he  can  possiblv  feel  to-dav. 
The  negotiations  for  the  fusion  were  of  a 
very  curious  character,  and  I  propose  to 
read  just  one  or  two  sentences  from  the 
cablegrams  transmitted  to  the  English  news- 
papers. As  early  as  the  gth  Maich  the 
political  campai^  had  b^n,  and  the 
Times  stated — 

Mr.  Deakin  cannot  seriously  attack  the  Labour 
party  which  agrees  with  and  has  helped  him 
to  carry  through  more  than  half  his  policy. 
That  was  a  very  sensible  thing  to  say. 

Mr.  Cook,  whose  chief  theme  in  past  years 
has  been  the  shortcomings  of  Mr.  Deakin,  is 
under  orders  not  to  touch  that  subject  again. 

On  the  i8th  May  the  following  appeared— 
Mr.  Deakin  refuses  office  in  any  Ministry  not 
pledged  to  his  full  programme — 

I  should  like  to  know  if  that  statement 
is  true— 

and,  consequently,  the  coalition  negotiations 
have  been  transferred  to  Sir  John  Forrest  and 
Mr.  Cook,  who  are  now  quarrelling  over  the 
leadership. 

On  the  26th  May  the  following  cablegram 
was  published — 

The  terms  of  the  coalition  practically  are  as 
follow:  Mr.  Cook  accepts  Mr.  Deakin's  plat- 
form on  condition  of  the  postponement  on  one 
escuse  or  another  of  all  the  principal  planks. 

Does  not  that  accurately  describe  the  situa- 
tion ? 

Thus,  compulsory  training  is  deferred  till  Lord 
Koberts  or  Lord  Kitchener  is  available  to  visit 


and  advise  Australia.  The  financial  settlement 
between  the  Commonwealth  and  the  States  is 
postponed  for  five  years,  and  so  forth.  Mr. 
Deakin  seems  to  hope  that  the  temporary  osso* 
ciation  of  the  three  sections  will  eventually 
cause  an  approximation  of  views  and  a  con- 
solidation into  one  party,  but  it  is  more  pro* 
bable  that  whenever  a  dissolution  comes  the 
whole  of  the  present  arrangement  will  be 
shattered  at  the  polls. 

I  merely  menti<Mi  these  matters  incidentally. 
The  result  of  all  the  negotiations  is  that  the 
present  Government  arc  in  c^ce.  Nobody 
has  more  fairly  earned  an  opportunity  of 
crfiice  than  has  the  Vice-President  of -the 
Executive  Council.  I  know  his  industry 
and  political  zeal ;  no  one  knows  it  better. 
But  I  do  regret  that  he  should  have  suc- 
cumbed to  the  temptation  of  accepting  oSBce 
in  what  I  cannot  help  regarding  a$  an  alien 
camp,  and  subscribing  allegiance  to  a 
leader  whose  pcriitics  he  has  always  vigfx 
ously  opposed  in  this  Senate. 

SeiatOT  MuLCAHY. — One  would  think 
frcxn  the  way  the  honcvable  senator  has 
been  talking  that  there  was  no  man  other 
than  Mr.  Deakin  in  the  Ministry. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMOX.— I  do 
not  think  that  there  is.  I  say  further 
that  the  most  laudatory  remark  1  have 
heard  about  the  Ministry  is  that  it  is  no 
worse  than  the  Labour  Ministry.  For  my 
part  I  doubt  it,  because  there  is  this  to  be 
said  for  the  Socialist  party :  that  we  know 
absolutely  where  they  are.  We  hear  a 
good  deal  about  their  methods  and  tbdr 
policy,  mudi  of  wbidi  I  cond^nn,  but 
what  are  we  to  say  of  the  methods 
and  policy  of  Mr.  Deakin,  as  evi- 
denced in  the  histwy  to  which  I  have 
called  attention?  Have  his  methods  been 
free  frcHu,  criticism?  Are  we  to  denounce 
methods  on  one  side  and  not  upcm  the 
other  ? 

Senator  Millen. — Is  that  not  what  the 
honorable  senator  is  doing  ? 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— When, 
therefore,  I  am  told  that  the  presoit  Go- 
vernmoit  are  no  worse  than  was  the  Labour 
Ministry,  I  beg  to  doubt  it.  At  any  rate  we 
know  exsLCtU  where  the  Labour  party  were. 

Senator  Walkek. — I  object  to  minority 
rule. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON— We 
have  minority  rule  now. 

Senator  Walker. — We  have  majority 
rule. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMOX.— Na 
We  have  minority  rule  with  a  dominant 
Opposition  majority.  There  is  no  mis- 
understanding what  we  i^nav  £M*H~t  fron 
the  SocUlists,  b^i!^<^^%QgK-.  De&- 
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kin  we  never  know  where  he  is.  The 
Labour  party  reminds  me  scHiiewhat  of  the 
boy  in  the  drug  store.  When  a  gentleman 
came  along  and  saw  the  little  fellow  be- 
hind the  counter  he  exclaimed:  "Halloa, 
have  you  £Ot  a  diploma?"  To  which  the 
little  fellow  replied  :  "  No,  but  we  have  a 
little  mixture  of  our  own  which  is  quite  as 
good."  That  is  my  complaint  against  the 
Labour  party.  They  have  "  a  little  mix- 
ture of  their  own." 

Senates  Gray. — Are  they  not  in  favour 
of  the  natimializatitm  of  the  land?  Let 
the  honorable  soiator  ask  them  that  ques- 
tion now,  because  I  want  to  get  informa- 
tion. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— I  have 
no  objection  to  the  honorable  senator  get- 
ting all  the  information  that  he  can  in  re- 
gard to  any  party's  future  policy.  But 
I  am  bound  to  say  that  one  might  go  a 
long  way  in  this  country  and  he  would  find 
verv  few  people  who  trust  Mr.  Deakin. 

Senator  Gray. — I  do  not  agree  with  the 
honorable  senator  altogether.    It  may  be. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— That 
Is  quite  candid.  My  honorable  friend 
thinks  that  there  is  room  for  repentance. 

Senator  Walker. — And  need  of  it,  too. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— Mr. 
Deakin  has  much  need  of  it.  I  am  de- 
lighted to  hear  that,  because  I  am  bound 
to  say  that  there  are  not  half-a-dozen  men 
in  the  Senate  who  do  not  agree  with  my 
hcmorabte  'friend.  I  think  I  might  put 
the  number  lower. 

Senator  Pearce. — Only  three. 

Senator  Findley. — I  think  there  is  only 
one,  and  that  is  the  Minister  of  Trade  and 
Cust(»ns. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— I  shall 
not  "dwell  upon  the  point  that  I  object 
Tery  much  to  the  reading  of  the  Minis- 
terial statement.  I  objected  before,  in 
1905,  when  Senator  Playford  read  the  state- 
ment of  policy  of  the  Government  that  then 
came  in.  I  think  it  is  an  insult  to  the 
Senate  to  have  a  written  statement  of  that 
kind  brought  down  without  the  advantage 
■of  explanation  and  elucidation  upon  the 
different  points  forming  part  of  the  policy. 
It  was  sought  to  be  justified  in  1905  by 
Senator  Playford,  who  said  that  the  Go- 
vernment wanted  to  "  sing  the  same  SOTg  " 
in  both  Houses  of  the  Legislature. 

Senator  Findif.y. — What  a  nic3  harmony 
there  would  be  on  the  present  occasion ! 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— It  is 
just  because  the  result  could  not  be  very 


melodious  that  it  has  been  put  in  this  icon. 
It  is  significant  that  these  two  questionable 
Deakin  Ministries  should  have  adopted  the 
same  questionable  method  that  I  am  aiti- 
cising.,  Of  course,  it  may  be  that,  Minis- 
ters being  new  to  office,  they  had  not  got 
quite  into  harmonious  working,  and  had  not 
complete  confidence  in  each  other.  But 
the  greatest  difficulty  that  arises  out  of  this 
practice  is  that  the  statement  is  laid  be- 
fore us  without  elucidation.  When  it  is 
brought  forward  within  thp  four  corners  of 
a  written  instrument,  there  h  no  explana- 
tion. The  position  in  regard  to  a  Governor- 
Generai 's  speech  is  entirely  different. 
First  of  all,  the  speech  is  read  ;  then  two 
gentlemen  selected  from  th**  Ministerial 
supporters,  and  who  are  supposed  to  be  in- 
spired by  the  Government,  deliver  them- 
selves upon  it ;  then  there  is  a  speech  from 
the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  ;  and  then 
discussion  is  opened  by  the  Minii<ter  who 
happms  to  be  leading,  on  behalf  of  the  Go- 
vernment, making  an  explanation.  I  pass 
that  point  by,  howe\*er,  in  order  to  say  that 
I  am  puzzled  by  the  ba»s  of  agreement  on 
which  the  Ministerial  party  has  been 
formed.  T  find  that  there  are  at  least  four 
different  published  statements  as  to  what  is 
called  the  basis  of  the  fusion.  I  am  in  a 
state  of  great  perplexity,  and  I  look  to  my 
Free  Trade  friends  to  explain  the  positicm 
to  me.  The  Age  stated  the  baas  of 
the  fusion  to  be — 

No  interference  with  the  Protectioniat  policy 
of  the  present  Customs  Tariff,  or  in  rectifying 
anomalies. 

I  want  to  know  whether  that  is  correct  ? 
If  so,  what  does  it  mean?  Does  it  mean 
that  the  Free  Traders  returned  to  this  Par- 
liament are  now  pledged  to  be  Protec- 
tionists? Is  it  reallv  true  that  there  is  to 
be  no  interference  with  the  Protectionist 
policy  of  the  present  Customs  Tariff, 
or  in  rectification  of  anomalies?  I  ask  my 
honorable  friends  to  tell  me,  because  the 
point  is  vital. 

Senator  Walker. — One  of  the  Ministers 
will  reply  in  the  course  of  time. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— This 
means  that  we  must  always  level  up.  We 
can  never  level  down. 

Senator  Walker.  —  Not  necessarily. 
Anomalies  may  be  rectified. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— But  my 
honorable  friends  are  not  to  interfere  with 
the  Protectionist  policv  of  the  Tariff,  "or 
in  rectifying  of  anomalies." 

Senator  Vardon. — Did  the  hcmorable 
senator  read  w^ij^^Jj^j^ (gi^(5g|@bout  it? 
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Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— I  am 
ooming  to  that.  The  Argus  reported  the 
basis  of  the  fudon  to  be— - 

No  interference  with  the  Protectkmist  policy 
of  the  present  Customs  Tariff  in  rectifying 
anomalies. 

That  is  w«se.  That  is  to  say,  we  are  not 
to  touch  the  Tariff  except  on  a  Protectiwiist 
hzsis. 

Senator  Walker. — It  may  be  less  Pro- 
tectionist after  a  rectification  of  anomalies. 
The  honorable  senator  knows  that  sanae- 
times  one  has  to  sulxnit  to  the  inevitable. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— I  am 
asking  for  information.  The  Age,  in  a' 
leader  on  the  5th  June,  said — 

The  basis  of  tinion  is  that  Free  Traders  have 
acknowledged  that  the  fiscal  issue  is — 

What?  Not  in  abeyance;  not  suspended; 
but— 

is  settled. 

I  have  never  agreed  to  that. 

Senator  Walker.— For  how  Icmg? 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— The 
fiscal  issue  is  "settled." 

Senat<»  Walker. — ^There  is  a  tenn. 

Senatca-  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— This 
says  nothing  atxxit  a  term. 

Senator  Walker. — Then  the  writer  did 
not  know  anything  about  it. 

Senator  Sfr  JOSIAH  SYMON.— It  goes 
on — 

and  that  Protection  is  to  be  maintained  as  the 
guiding  principle  of  fiscal  action. 

Senator  Walker. — Up  to  a  certain  point 

wily. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.- 1  am 
showing  the  beautiful  harmony  that  exists 
as  to  the  fu»on,  so  far  as  regards  the  fiscal 
issue.  Mr.  Reid  takes  quite  a  different 
view.   This  is  what  he  says — 

Before  the  fusion  the  Free  Traders  in  the 
direct  Opposition  requested  Mr.  Cook  to  mnke 
our  position  perfectly  clear  to  Mi.  Deakia.  We 
pointed  out  that  if  any  alteration  in  the  Tariff 
were  proposed  which  raised  the  fiscal  issue  as 
between  Free  Traders  and  Protectionists,  we 
Free  Traders  held  ourselves  perfectly  free  to 
hold  to  our  convictions. 

Senator  Walker. — That  is  my  impres- 
sion. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON— What 
do  the  Protectionists  say  to  that?  What 
is  said  about  it  by  the  Age,  which 
I  regard  as  a  great  and  powerful  news- 
paper, advocating  what  it  believes  to  be 
right,  although  I  disagree  with  it? 

Senator  Vardon. — What  authority  had 
Mr.  Reid  for  his  interpretation? 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— Mr. 
Reid  put  his  interpretation  upon  the  ar- 


rangement, and  the  Age  has  put  its  inter- 
pretation upon  it.  It  was  At  liberty  to  do 
so. 

Soiator  Vardon. — What  authority  was 
there? 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— I  want 
to  know  what  is  the  basis  of  this  Bscal 
settlement,  and  I  find  that  there  are  four 
different  statements  about  it.  There  is  the 
statement  in  the  Argus,  which  I  have  read, 
which  is  the  worst  of  them  all — no  inter- 
ference with  the  Protectionist  policy  of 
the  present  Customs  Tariff  in  rectifying  an- 
omalies. It  is  quoted  as  if  from  a  docu- 
ment. The  stat^nent  in  the  Age  is  ident- 
ical except  for  the  little  word  "or." 

Senator  Pulspord. — The  statement  in 
the  Age  represents  the  understanding. 

Senator  Walker. — No  interference  with 
the  Tariff  until  the  end  of  the  next  Par- 
liament. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— There 
is  nothing  here  about  the  end  of  the  next 
Parliament. 

Senator  Walker. — That  is  distinctly 
understood. 

Senator  Findley. — It  will  not  be  dis- 
tinctly understood  bv  the  electors. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON. — We 
had  a  sinking  of  the  fiscal  issue  once  before 
that  was  to  be  until  the  end  of  the  Parlia- 
ment then  in  existence.  But  it  was  burst 
up  by  Mr.  Deakin. 

Senator  Walker. — Perhaps  he  has  seen 
the  error  of  his  ways. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— God 
forbid  that  I  should  ever  think  that  there 
is  any  error  in  his  ways !  I  like  a  pre- 
cedent. We  had  only  one  understanding  in 
those  days.  Here  we  have  four.  Even 
the  cme  understanding  was  not  kept.  It 
was  burst  up. 

Senato*  Mxllen. — ^Do  I  understand  ^ 
honorable  senator  to  say  that  there  was  only 
one  article  of  agreement  in  the  case  of  the 
previous  fusion? 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— No. 
the  hOTorable  senator  does  not  understand 
me  to  mean  that.  I  am  bewildered,  he-, 
cause  at  first  it  looks  as  if  there  were  to 
be  no  rectification  of  anooialies.  But  I 
warn  the  Free  Traders,  if  thev  will  allow 
me  with  all  deference  and  all  humilttv, 
against  believing  that  there  will  be  no  set- 
ting up  of  this  fiscal  question  in  connexion 
with  the  rectificaticKi  of  anomalies.  It  was 
the  rectification  of  anomalies  about  which 
the  split  took  place  in  1904,  and  it  was 
because  of  the  use  of  these  ver^-  words 
about  rectificatio^igllj^lj^ag^gf^gglfor  the 
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split  was  found.  First  .one  set  of  Pro- 
tectionists, and  then  Mr.  Deakin  following 
in  their  ways,  destroyed  the  agreement,  re- 
opening the  whole  subject,  and  leading  to 
the  construction  of  a  new  Tariff,  with  all 
its  attendant  evils. 

Senator  Ptn.sFORD. — The  h(MK>rable  sen- 
ator has  read  Mr.  Reid's  words,  which  are 
absolutely  correct,  but  each  member  of  Par- 
liament has  his  individual  freed(»n. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.—I  am 
only  anxious  to  have  this  fiscal  matter 
<:leared  up.  According  to  Mr.  Rein's  in- 
terpretation it  seems  to  me  that  every  one  is 
to  be  free. 

Senator  Pulsford. — Mr.  Joseph  Cook 
said  the  sartie. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— Every 
one  is  to  be  free.  I  accept  that  as  what  is 
believed.  But  what  is  the  result?  The 
result  is  the  very  thing  that  happened  in 
1904.  What  was  sunk  then  was  the  re- 
opening o£  the  Tariff,  except  {<x  the  rec- 
tification of  anomalies.  That  exceptim  was 
seized  upon  by  the  Protecticmists  as  an 
excuse  for  re-opening  the  whole  question. 
Of  course  every  one  was  free,  but  the  ex- 
ception burst  up  the  agreement,  and  turned 
out  the  Ministry-  whidi  was  put  in  on  the 
suppositicm  that  everything  was  all  right. 
But  I  am  still  more  puzzled  yrhen  I  come 
to  the  Ministerial  statement.  I  am  only 
g<»ng  to  refer  to  one  paragraph  of  it.  It 
is  certainly  a  most  extratvdinarv  statement. 
It  says — 

The  most  complex  series  of  measures  to  be 
submitted  inclades  those  affectiog  the  industrial 
intereiti  of  the  Commoawealth.  The  pivot  of 
some  of  these  will  be  found  in  a  Bill  fol-  the 
establishment  of  an  Inter-State  Commisuon; 
which,  in  addition  to  exercising  the  powers  con- 
ferred upon  it  by  the  Constitution, 

Tlie  first  thing  that  this  Government  pro- 
poses to  do  is  to  seek  an  amendment  of 
the  Constitution,  which  I  think  every 
Federalist  ought  to  resist.  In  the  Consti- 
tution we  have  an  Inter-State  Commission 
defined,  and  the  object  is  to  enlarge  its 
powers  and  give  it  the  extraordinary 
function  of  a  Federal  Labour  Bureau'.' 
Its  members  are,  I  suppose,  fo  emplov 
their  leisure  in  making  a  study  of  luiem- 
pIoym«it.  When  they  get  into  their  offices 
they  are  to  make  a  study  of  unemployment, 
and  also  a  scheme  for  insurance  against 
it.  It  is  to  be  a  kind  of  roving  Commission, 
I  suppose,  to  find  out  for  a  future  Govern- 
ment a  policy  on  unemployment  and  insur- 
aiKe.    Pint  it  is  not  to  be  merely  tiiat.  Of 


course  it  is  to  tmdertake  many  valuable 

functions.    It  is  to  have — 

a  general  oversight  of  production  and  ex- 
chaiige,  supplying  information  in  respect  to 
marluts  and  openings  for  trade  abroad,  and  for 
the  improvement  and  extension  of  Australian  in- 
dustries within  our  borders. 

What  does  it  mean?  But  that  is  not  all 
which  is  proposed  in  this  sort  of  drag- 
net. 

The  Commission  will  also  assist  in  super- 
vising  the  working  of  the  existing  Customs 
Tariff  in  its  operation — 

Are  we  going  to  delegate  to  the  Commis- 
sitm  the  working  of  the  Customs  Tariff? 
Are  we  going  to  abolish  the  present  Cus- 
toms administration?  What  does  it  all 
mean?  The  Commission  is  to  supervise 
the  working  ,  of  the  existing  Tariff  in  its 
operation — on  what  ?  Not  its  general  work- 
ing but  its  operation — 

upon  the  investment  of  Australian  capital  and 
labour  in  Australian  industries. 

What  does  that  mean?    Not  merely  is  it 

to  do  that,  but  it  is  to  advise — ■ 

the  removal  of  any  inconsistencies  in  its  sche- 

dnles. 

And  as  if  that  were  ix}t  enough  f<x  the 
Commissicxi  it  is  also  to  advise— 

with  the  further  view  of  developing  preferen- 
tial and  other  trade  relations  within  the  Em- 
pire. 

But  it  is  to  do  more  than  that. 

Any  divergencies  between  industrial  condi- 
tions in  the  several  States  which  occasion  an  un- 
just competition  between  Australian  industries 
in  different  States  will  be  adjusted  by  ihe 
Inter-Stnte  Commission,  with  of  course,  due  re- 
gard to  all  the  interests  affected — 

That  is  to  say,  the  condition  of  the  manu- 
facturer, and  the  ccmdition  of  the  work- 
man will  be  in  a  far  more  parlous  state 
than  they  are  in  now,  because  no  one  knows 
how  the  Inter-State  Commission  will  be 
constituted.  If  it  is  to  have  plenary  power 
without  appeal,  except  on  questions  of  law, 
as  is  the  case  under  the  Constitution,  then 
the  industrial  interests  of  Australia  will  Ite 
intrusted  to  a  power  that  will  be  absolutely 
beyond  control,  and  will  exercise  an  auto- 
cratic and  untrammelled  influence  in  all  pro- 
bability to  the  disaster  of  those  interests 
in  some  form  or  other.  We  are  toM 
that  any  divergencies  will  be  adjusted— 

with  of  course  due  regard  to  all  the  interests 
affected,  whether  or  not  the  unjustly  competitive 
rates  exist  under  the  authority  of  local  indus- 
trial tribunals. 

But  that  is  not  all  which  is  proposed.  An 
agricultural  bureau  is  to  be  associated  with 
the  Inter-State  Commis»en.  Dud  any  cKie 
ever  hear  of  suisbiti^o^mfitEjdtiiQjmsense  aa 
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that  ?  The  agricultural  bureau  is  to  be  es- 
tablished— 

in  order  to  employ  the  latest  scientific  means 
of  co-ordinating — 

I  like  all  these  big  words  very  much  

and  extending  the  good  work  of  the  State  De- 
partments. 

But  that  is  iK>t  all  which  is  proposed  

An  active  policy  of  immigration — 

Away  from  the  cmtrol  of  Parliament  

will  be  undertaken  and  will  be  expanded  in  the 
light  of  the  knowledge  made  available  by_  the 
Commission  and  the  Bureau,  and  with  it  is 
hoped  the  co-operation  of  all  the  States. 

In  the  middle  of  this  part  of  the  state- 
ment we  find  this  little  paragraph  thrown 

in— 

In  the  meantime,  any.  anomalies  that  may  be 
fliscovered  in  the  Customs  Tariff  Act  lately 
passed  by  this  Parliament  will  be  examined, 
classified,  and  dealt  with  in  due  course. 

There  is  the  footprint,  there  is  Ahe  signifi- 
cant thing.  What  does  it  mean?  Is  the 
whole  basis  of  this  coalition  to  disappear, 
and  is  everybody  to  vote  as  he  likes,  when 
these  questions  come  up,  or  are  the  Free 
Traders  pledged,  as  the  Age  says,  to  deal 
with  the  arKwnalies  on  the  basis  of  and  in 
acx^rdance  with  the  principles  of  Protec- 
tion? That  is  all  I  propose  to  say  with 
regard  to  this  policy  stat^ent.  I  want 
to  deal  with  another  matter  which  is  al- 
lied with  that  statement,  and  that  is  the 
question  of  naval  defence.  On  that  ques- 
tion Senator  Dobson — who  I  am  sure  spoke 
in  an  unguarded  moment — in  answer  to  a 
statement  made  in  debate,  that  Great 
Britain  will  be  well  able  to  uphold  her 
supremacy  of  the  seas  without  our  assis- 
tance, said — 

I  doubt  if  she  will  be  in  time  to  come. 

Senator  Dobson. — Hear,  hear. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— I  am 
sorry  to  hear  that.  I  know  my  honorable 
friend's  patriotism,  but  think  that  if  be  had 
reflected  he  would  have  seen  diat  very  few 
men,  with  a  spark  of  real  patriotic  feeling 
in  their  breasts,  and  not  carried  away  by 
the  excitement  of  the  mOTient,  could  fairly 
and  justly  come  to  such  a  conclusicHt  as 
that.  I  believe  that  Great  Britain  is 
supreme,  that  she  possesses  the  might- 
iest fleet  that  has  ever  been  in  the 
world.  If  so  terrible  an  occasion 
should  arise  as  that  her  interest,  her  in- 
tegrity, and  her  life  were  assailed,  I  be- 
lieve that  that  little  isle  set  in  the  silver 
sea  would  rise,  as  she  has  d<me  befrae  ovot 
and  over  again,  in  the  magnitude  of  her 
might,  and  successfully  face  Europe  itself 


in  arms.  I  prefer  to  accept  Sir  John 
Forrest's  statement,  made  at  a  meeting  in 
^erth,  about  the  time  when  this  fusi(xi  was 
taking  place.    In  March  last  he  said — 

He  did  not  believe  that  there  was  any  real 
crisis,  because  Gre»t  Britain  could  afford  a 
hundred  Drsadnougkts  if  the  wanted  them. 

That  I  believe,  too.  At  the  same  time  I 
think  that  there  are  one  or  two  thing* 
which  require  to  be  made  clear.    So  far 

as  my  honorable  friend  made  them  clear 
I  am  at  one  with  him.  Every  man  of 
British  blood  must  regard  it  as  an  axiom 
that  British  supremacy  of  the  seas  must 
be  maintained.  It  was  said  a  oouple  of 
hundred  years  ago  that — 

The  Royal  Navy  of  England  has  ever  been 
its  greatest  defence  and  oniament.  It  is  its- 
anctent  and  natural  strength,  a  floating  bnlwaik 
of  the  island. 

That  is  as  true  now  as  it  was  when  it  was- 
written  by  Mr.  Justice  Blackstone,  with 
this     difference,     that     for     the  word 
"island"  I   would  substitute  the  wcffd 
"  Empire."  The  honour  and  the  safety  of 
the  nation — that  means  the  whole  nation 
from  end  to  end  of  the  Empire — under 
the  providence  of  God,  chiefly  depend  upon- 
our  strength  at  sea.    We  all  agree  with 
that.    Another  indisputable  point  is  that 
hitherto  Australia  has  not  borne  her  share 
of  the  burden  of  the  Empire.    The  link 
that  unites  us  to  the  Mother  Country  is 
invisible,  but  it  is  none  the  less  strong, 
and  it  is  incumbent  upcm  every  part  of  this 
Emjjire,  which  is  linked  up  with  the  heart, 
to  rise  to  the  responsibilities  which  rest 
upon  it  of  doing  its  share  In  the  main- 
tenance of  the  integrity  of  the  Empire  and 
of  the  great  instnmient  by  which  that  in- 
tegrity is  kept  up.    Those  who  talk  and 
imagine  that  everything  should  be  left  to 
England  should  remember  that  the  people 
of  the  Old  Country  hold  a  lordship  over 
some  eleven,  ot  twelve  miUims  square- 
miles  of  the  earth's  surface — great  areas  of 
the  world,  equal  to  fifty  times  the  area  of 
France — and  over  a  population  niunberinK 
OTie-fourth  of  the  whole  human  race,  in 
many  parts  where  the  white  man  is  a 
mere  fraction,  and   that   on   these  little 
islands,  as  Lord  Rosebery  called  them  the 
other  day,  lie  the  pressure  and  the  dtUy 
to  defend  the  Empire.    I  do  not  belie^V' 
that  any  one  in  this  country  wpuld  be- 
mean  enough  to  say,  "  Oh,  leave  our  de- 
fences alcxie,  let  England  defend  us." 
But  when  we  speaK  of  our  defence  we 
have  to  remember  that  th^j^^jtel  defence 
of  our  own  shores,  and  ofm^onGBeSouteSr 
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the  protection  of  which  is  vital  to  our  over- 
sea trade,  and  the  defence  of  which  is,  in 
fact,  wholly  in  the  hands  of  the  Imperial 
Fleet,  because  it  is  only  nonsense  to  sug- 
gest that  we  can  insure  its  protection  by 
means  of  a  local  navy.  It  must  remain  in 
the  hands  of  the  Imperial  Fleet,  which  in 
this  connexicMi  is  like  the  surgeon  who  holds 
in  his  hand  the  arterv  fron  which,  if  it  is 
opened,  the  whole  life's  blood  will  stream. 
We  know  also  that  if  the  navy  of  Great 
Britain  were  to  suifer  a  reverse — I  do  not 
mean  one,  or,  perhaps,  two — but  if  Great 
Britain  sustained  a  reverse  from  which  her 
power  would  stagger,  whether  we  had  an 
invasion  to  face  here  or  not,  the  hand  of 
the  dial  of  the  progress  of  Australia  would 
l)e  put  bnck  for  a  couple  of  generations. 
Another  thing  is  quite  clear  if  we  recognise 
this,  and  that  is,  that  to  avoid  war  we 
^ould  be  ready  for  it.  We  require  ade- 
quate armament,  concentrated  equipment, 
and  efficiency,  and  what  -I  lay  the  greatest 
stress  upon,  as  Senator  Dobson  did  the 
other  day,  a  uniform  and  central  direction. 
We  are  not  to  wait  until  the  country  is 
pillaged,  our  citizens  killed,  or  our  houses 
in  flames.  We  are  not  to  forget,  as  has 
been  too  much  the  habit  in  Australia,  I  am 
afraid,  that  the  fighting  instinct  is  not  yet 
dead  in  the  human  breast.  But  we  are  to 
arm  and  prepare  the  power  and  readiness 
of  the  Empire,  and  to  the  humble  extent  to 
which  we  are  responsible  our  power  and 
readiness,  that  we  may  a\'oid  the  hcwrors  of 
war.  We  ma^  be  all  convinced  of  this,  yet 
there  is  nothing,  and  I  tepeat  now  that  in 
my  humble  opinion  there  was  nothing,  to 
justify  the  scare  which  took  place  and  the 
offer  of  the  Dreadnought.  I  do  not  say 
that  it  was  anything  discreditable  at  all ; 
far  from  it.  No  one  could  possibly  ignore 
the  effect  of  a  demonstration,  or  of  a. 
declaration,  whether  it  is  business-like  or 
not,  upon  foreign  nations.  But  that  is  not 
the  point  of  view  from  which  we  ought  to 
took  at  it. 

Senator  Dobson. — It  is  one  of  the 
points  of  view. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— It  was 
the  outoxne  <^  hysterical  emotion,  and  not 
the  considered  proposal  of  sane  minds.  I 
want  to  recall  what  took  place,  and  I  am 
afraid  it  has  been  a  great  deal  over- 
looked. What  led  to  the  scare?  The  Im- 
perial Government  were  as  much  alive  to 
the  necessity  of  maintaining  the  supremacy 
of  the  Navy  as  were  any  of  us  here.  It 
happnis  that  there  is  a  Liberal  Govern- 
ment in  power  in  Great  Britain,  and  that 

[34] 


there  is  a  Conservative  Opposition,  It  hap- 
pens that  party  feeling  runs  high,  and  that 
with  a  view  to  carrying  out  their  policy 
to  increase  the  strength  of  the  Fleet  and  to 
provide  ways  and-  means  in  order  to  pre- 
pare the  way  

Senator  NfcGRSGOEk — To  leg-rope  some 
of  their  weak  supp(»ters. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— That 
expresses  it  very  well.  In  order  to  pre- 
pare the  way,  with  many  among  their  sup- 
porters who  were  desirous  of  economizing 
in  various  directions,  including  the  Navy, 
the  Government  made  a  statement  in  Par- 
liament with  regard  to  the  strength  of  the 
Navv,  and  instituted  a  comparison,  a 
wholly  incomplete  comparison,  between 
the  building  operations  of  Great  Britain 
and  the  building  operations  of  Germany. 
They  said  that  recc^isin^^  the  poation  it 
was  necessary  to  lay  down  four  improved 
Dreadnoughts — ncA  Dreadnoughts  as  techni- 
cally understood — two  in  July,  and  two  in 
the  month  of  November ;  and  then  they 
went  on  to  say  that  consideration  would 
be  given  to  improvements,  developments, 
and  po  on  ;  and  that,  if  necessarv,  they  took 
the  power  to  lay  down  four  more  next  year. 
That  was  eight  Dreadnoughts.  Thht  state- 
ment was  immediately  seized  upon  by  the 
Tory  party  for  party  purposes.  Mr.  Bal- 
four said,  "But  you  must  strike  out  *may' 
and  put  in  'shall'";  and,  not  content 
with  that,  he  gave  notice  of  a  censure 
motion  in  the  House  of  CcHnmons,  con- 
demning the  Government  for  not  imme- 
diately laying  down  eight  Dreadnoughts. 
I  shall  quote  a  word  or  two  frwn  an  article 
by  Sir  William  White,  who  used  to  be 
Director  of  Naval  Construction,  and  who 
is  perfectly  impartial  and  entirely  disinter- 
ested. ^ 

Senator  Dobson. — ^But  the  scare  was 
started  by  the  speeches  of  the  Liberal 
leaders,  who  admitted  that  they  had  bew 
surprised  bv  Germany's  activity. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— Thai 
was  not  the  cause  of  the  scare. 

Sitting  suspended  from  6.30  to  7.45  f'tn. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— Be- 
fore the  adjournment,  Senator  Dobson  said 
that  he  thought  the  Liberal  Government 
were  responsible  for  what  has  been  de- 
scrilied  as  a  scare. 

Senator  Dobson. — 1  say  they  started  it. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— I  do 
not  think  so.  But  I  go  this  far  with  my 
honorable  friend,  and  I^ve  said  so  be- 
fore, that  I  thiid^ii^^yWa^Q^l^ise  in 
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the  method  they  adopted  in  order  to  induce 
their  weak  suppcwters  to  assist  them  to  carry 
the  necessary  financial  proposals  in  order 
to  strengthen  the  Navy  as  they  desired. 

Senator  Vardon, — That  was  the  object 
of  what  th^  said. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— Un- 
doubtedly. If  a  Government  deare  that 
their  proposals  shall  be  carried  they  must 
put  their  best  foot  foremost  and  make  out 
the  best  case  they  can  in  support  of  their 
position.  That  was  a  right  course 
for  the  Imperial  Government  to  take,  but 
I  think  they  were  not  wise,  if  I  may  pre- 
sume to  say  so,  in  the  method  they  adopted. 
It  would  probably  have  been  better,  as 
many  people  admitted  at  the  time,  if  they 
had  been  a  little  more  definite  as  to  the 
course  they  intended  to  take  during  the  fol- 
lowing year.  The  dUBcult  situati<m  was 
brought  about  by  thdf  use  of  the  word 
"may."  It  was  a  temptation  which,  I 
think,  the  national  spirit,  as  opposed  to 
the  party  spirit,  might  have  induced  the 
Opposition  to  avoid.  But  they  could  not 
resist  the  temptation,  and  the  first  thing 
that  was  done  was  to  instanTly  magnify 
what  was  said  bv  the  demand  to 
substitftte  the  word  "shall"  for  the  word 
"may."  I  propose  to  quote  some  references 
to  the  matter  frwn  an  article  by  Sir  William 
White,  an  eje-Director  of  Naval  Construc- 
tion. He  was  a  perfectly  impartial  witness. 
He  stands  in  the  front'rank  of  naval  con- 
structors, and  is  a  man  without  any  political 
interests  and  subject  in  no  way  to  political 
influence.  He  is  a  man  whose  patriotic 
desires  and  determination  to  assist,  so  far 
as  he  can,  in  the  building  up  and  _  the 
strengthening  of  the  Navy  of  Great  Britain 
are  entirely  unquestioned.  I  quote  from  an 
illuminating  and  instructive  article  which  he 
contributed  to  the  NineUenih  Century  for 
April.    This  is  what  he  wrote — 

Mr.  Balfour  desired  that  for  "may"  the 
word  "shall"  might  be  substituted.  The  Prime 
Mioister  declined  to  accede  to  that  change;  the 
motion  for  a  vote  of  censure  followed. 

But  Mr.  Balfour,  though  he  gave  notice 
of  it,  subsequently  declined  to  move  the  mo- 
ticn  of  censure  himself,  and  handed  it  over 
to  a  supporter — 

The  result  of  this  action,  as  might  have  been 
anticipated,  was  to  transfer  to  the  floor  of  the 
House  of  Commons  a  discussion  as  to  the 
''  necessary "  number  of  ships,  which  matter 
ought  to  have  been  dealt  with  finally  and  com- 
pletely in  camera  bv  the  Admiralty  and  the 
Cabiaet. 

Is  not  that  absolutely  sensible?  The  whole 
thing  arose,  as  I  say,  frwn  the  unwise  form 
in  which  the  matter  was  perfectly  legiti- 


mately put  by  the  Government  in  the  House 
of  C<Mnmons.  One  word  was  seized  upon 
by  the  Oppositicm  to  make  political  capital 
with  the  xesutt  that,  to  use  a  conunon  ex- 
pres^on,  the  whole  of  the  fat  was  in 
the  fire,  and  the  coiuitry  was  in  a  blaze. 

Senates  Dobson. — But  did  not  the  Prime 
Minister  and  Sir  Edward  Grey  say  that 
Germany  had  taken  them  by  surprise? 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMOX.— They 
did  not  say  that  Germany  had  taken  them 
by  surprise,  but  that  they  were  surprised 
at  the  progress  made  under  what  was 
called  the  accelerated  programme  of  Ger- 
man shipbuilding.  I  shall  say  in  a 
moment  what  that  meant.  I  am  not  speaking 
with  a  view  to  vindicate  the  policy  of  the 
Liberal  Government  in  Great  Britain.  ] 
am  mentioning  facts  in  order  to  lead  up 
to  an  observati(Hi  I  {vopose  to  make  with 
regard  to  what  was  done  here.  Sir  Wil- 
liam White  went  on  to  say.  and  Senator 
Dobson  will  probibly  agree  with  this  also— 

But  for  the  important  issues  involved  the 
spectacle  would  have  been  amusing  when  poli- 
ticians innocent  of  technical  knowledge  liVe  the 
Prime  Minister,  Mr.  Balfour,  the  First  Lord— 

The  reference  is  not  to  the  First  Sea  Lcmi 
Admiral  Fisher,  who,  of  course,  knev 
what  he  was  about — 

and  many  others  attempted  in  public  debate  ts 
make  estimates  of  the  numbier  of  new  diifs 
which  would  be  "  necessary "  at  varitnu  dates, 
or  to  fix  "danger  periods"  likely  to  oocar  dv> 
ing  the  next  three  or  four  yean. 

Could  any  thing  be  more  absolutely  on 
sane  lines  than  that?  How  ctnild  people  at 
Home,  and  much  more,  how  could  we  oa 
here,  12,000  miles  away,  and  depending 
upon  excitable  telegrams,  possibly  form  an 
opinion  as  to  whether  the  Opposition  were 
right  in  demanding  that  eight  Dreadnougku 
should  be  laid  down  this  year,  or  that  tbe 
Goi'ernment  were  right  in  saying  that  four 
should  be  laid  down  this  year  and  four 
next  year?  The  thing,  if  I  may  be  for 
giran  the  expression,  is  childish.  What 
was  proposed  here  was  the  offer  of  r 
additional  ship.  Every  one  knew  that  tie 
Dreadnought  offered  was  not  to  be  con- 
sidered as  one  of  the  programme  proposed 
by  the  Admiralty,  who  were  already  pre- 
pared to  find  the  money  for  the  numbe: 
they  said  were  or  miijht  be  required.  BuJ 
it  was  to  be  something  additional,  whki 
the  Admiralty  did  not  want,  and  the  offff 
of  which  could  only  embarrass  and  incon- 
venience them,  and  the  offer  of  which  was 
a  ctxidemnation  of  the  jwlicy  of  the  Go- 
i-emment  in  p^iVer  in  Great  Britain. 
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Senator  Gray. — How  could  we,  with  our 
knowledge  of  what  was  taking  place  in 
England,  be  exonerated  frwn  believing  that 
there  was  reason  for  the  panic? 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— I  do 
not  think  the  honorable  senator  is  exon- 
erated. I  do  not  think  that  such  a  pro- 
posal should  have  been  made  without 
knowledge.  I  saw  the  other  day  in  the 
Melbourne  Herald — a  very  well-informed 
newspaper — that  the  present  scare  is  about 
aerial  ships.  It  is  said  that  Germany  is 
constructing  these  aerial  ships  in  such  num- 
bers that  Britain  must  wake  up.  Are  we 
going  to  offer  an  aerial  ship?  What  do 
we  know  about  them? 

Senator  Gray. — No  me  in  the  other 
States  knew  much  about  it. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— They 
did  not  know  anything  about  it. 

Senator  Gray. — We  knew  what  was  re- 
ported in  the  English  newspapers  and 
wired  to  us  here. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— I  am 
not  venturing  to  suggest  blame  at  all.  I 
am  merely  stating  the  facts  as  they  existed 
when  the  offer  was  made  to  show  that  not 
merely  is  the  censure  motion  absolutely 
conclusire  to  indicate  that  the  Opposition 
in  the  Imperial  Parliament  attempted  to 
make  a  party  question  out  of  the  Govem- 
nnent  proposal,  but  that  a  party  question 
was  made  of  that,  which  we  all  declare 
ought  not  to  have  been  made  a  party  ques- 
tion. For  instance,  the  Morning  Post 
said — 

The  point,  and  the  sole  point  which  is  now 
at  issue  between  our  critics  and  ourselves,  is 
whether  we  should  bind  ourselves  to  order  the 
four  extra  ships  at  once  or  leave  the  question 
to  be  determined  later  in  the  year. 

That  is  to  say,  these  self-appointed  critics 
declared  that  the  Imperial  Government  were 
wrong,  and  that  eight  extra  battleships 
ought  to  be  constructed  at  once.  The  Go- 
vernment Whip,  Sir  Alexander  Acland 
Hoodj  said — 

The  Unionist  party  demanded  eight  Dread- 
noughts to  be  laid  down  during  the  year.  The 
country  supported  the  demand,  and  the  Govern' 
ment  would  either  have  to  accept  it  or  go. 

What  could  be  ■  w^orse  than  the  attempt 
which  was  made — as  might  have  been  fore- 
seen here — by  Mr.  Balfour  and  the  Con- 
servative Opposition  to  use  the  offer  of  a 
Dreadnought  from  New  Zealand  as  aii 
argument  in  favour  of  preferential  trade? 
This  is  how  the  matter  was  treated  in 
\Vellinfi;ton,  New  Zealand — I  quote  from 

[34]-* 


the  correspondent  of  the  Morning  Post,  of 
2 1  St  May — 

Mr.  Balfour's  attempt  to  convert  New  Zea< 
land  offer  of  a  Dreadnougki  into  another  ail- 
ment for  fiscal  preference  bas  not  given  much 
satisfaction  here.  Of  course,  wc  like  to  be 
"  cracked  up,"  and  Mr,  Balfour's  declaration 
in  his  speech  at  the  Agricultural  Hall,  briefly 
reported  to  us  by  cable  a  week  ago,  that 
"  nothing  was  more  moving  and  magni&cent 
than  the  unsolicited  response  made  by  New 
Zealand,"  has  naturally  been  well  received. 

The  embarrassment  caused  to  the  Imperial 
Government  must  have  been  trem«idous, 
because  they  could  not  refuse  to  aoeept  the 
offer.     The  cablegram  proceeds — 

It  has,  indeed,  been  particularly  welcome  at 
a  time  when  the  first  exuberance  of  our  emn* 
tion  has  had  time  to  cool,  and  the  questioning 
and  critical  spirit  has  begun  to  raise  doubtn 
and  difficulties  which  were  unheard  of  when 
the  proposal  was  first  mooted.  But  most  of  us 
are  quite  unable  to  see  the  relevance  of  the 
incident  to  the  fiscal  question,  with  which  Mr. 
Balfour  seeks  to  connect  it. 

That  is  what  thie  offer  of  a  Dreadnought 
from  the  Commonwealth  would  have  in- 
tensified. Free  Traders  and  Protectionists 
alike  would  have  been  playing  into  the 
hands  of  the  Tariff  reforroors,  the  Conser- 
vative Oppositioi,  of  the  Old  Country — 

If  such  gifts  are  accepted,  "  our  cablegram 
reports  him  as  saying,"  Britain  cannot  refuse 
pre  f erence  to  the  over-seas  States.  A  fiscal 
change  is  now  inevitable.  The  new  system 
must  grant  what  the  whole  constellation  of  sister 
States  have  steadily,  persistently,  and  patiently 
asked  for,  year  after  year. 

Are  we  not  justified  in  saying  that  this 
great  national  questi<Hi  upon  which  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  Mother  Country  were  quite 
as  alfve  as  was  the  Cwiservative  Opposi- 
tion, was  dragged  down  to  the  level  of 
partisan  iwUtics,  and  that  the  offer  of  a 
Dreadnought  from  New  Zealand  was  used 
to  further  the  purpcraes  of  the  Tariff  Re- 
form party  in  England  ? 

Senator  Pulsford. — Admitting  that 
statement,  which  is  imdoubtedly  true,  wiU 
not  the  honorable  Fenator  agree  that  the 
official  news  which  has  sinre  reached  us 
week  by  week  has  shown  that  the  original 
feeling  in  England  was  justified? 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— The 
scare  ?    Certainlv  not. 

Senator  Pulsfobd. — The  honorable 
senator  has  read  the  speech  of  Lord  Rose- 
bery  ? 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— I  have. 
Nothing  couM  be  more  delightful  than 
Lord  Rosebery's  speech.  I  wish  to  read 
one  or  two  quotations  in  simport  of  the  con- 
clusion at  which  ilgi^av^  Xcr0^gli£t  this 
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scare  was  unjustified,  and,  being  unjusti- 
fied, was  utterly  mischievous.  Upon  pages 
542-3  of  the  Nineteenth  Century  and  After, 
Sir  William  White  says— 

Meaatimr  it  is  desirable  to  avoid  any  dis- 
position to  create  a  naval  scare  for  which  there 
is  absolutely  no  justification,  and  the  creation 
of  which  could  only  make  us  ridiculous  in  the 
eyes  of  the  world. 

Again,  at  page  542,  he  says — 

The  natioa  is  united  in  the  resnlvc  to  main- 
tain that  supremacy  at  all  costs,  and  on'.r  h.inn 
is  done  exaggerated  statements  or  by  the 
hysterical  inquiry  which  has  been  made  in  some 
quarters,  "Can  our  sea  power  be  saved?" 

Again,  he  says  that  upCHi  this  questi(xi 
journalists  have  lost  their  heads.  I  would 
also  remind  honorable  senators  that,  apart 
from  the  number  of  ships  in  any  navy,  a 
good  deal  depends  upon  power  and  effi- 
ciency. The  efficiency  of  the  British  Fleet, 
apart  from  the  number  of  ships  which  it 
contains,  is  absolutely  unrivalled.  Upon 
that  point  we  have  the  testimony  of  no  less 
an  authority  than  Lord  Roberts,  who,  in 
the  alarmist  speech  which  he  made  the 
other  day  in  the  House  of  Lords,  declared 
that  the  Army  was  a  sham  Army,  but  that 
the  Fleet — owing  to  the  fact  that  it  had  not 
been  made  a  party  question — was  efficient. 
He  deplored  the  tendency  which  has  been 
exhibited  during  the  past  month  or  two  to 
make  the  Fleet  a  party  question.  There  were 
300  vessels,  each  as  full  of  machinery  as  a 
watch,  mancEuvring  in  the  North  Sea  for 
three  weeks  last  year — I  note  that  this  year 
there  were  350  vessels  so  engaged — and  the 
fact  that  thev  returned  to  their  respective 
rendezvous  without  a  sinj(le  accident,  Is  the 
most  marvellous  testimony  to  the  efficiencv 
of  the  British  Fleet  as  a  war  machine.  An 
American  Admiral  who  witnessed  the 
manoeuvres  said — 

The  British  Navy  is  impressive,  not  merely 
because  of  its  overwhelming  size,  but  chiefly 
because  of  the  shining  efficiency  which  we  sel- 
dom associate  with  bulk.  It  is  the  pride  of 
the  Briton  and  of  every  man  in  whose  veins 
runs  Anglo-Saxon  blood. 

That  is  the  spirit  which  we  oufiht  to  en- 
courage just  as  we  ought  to  oppose  the  ten- 
dency to  accept  scares  which  are  created 
purely  for  party  purposes.  I  ask  the  for- 
giveness of  iionorable  senators  for  remind- 
ing them  of  a  very  admirable  Lord  Xelson 
story.  When  Xelson  originally  set  out  in 
search  of  the  French  Fleet  he  had  only 
ten  sail  of  the  line,  although  he  was  pur- 
suing eighteen  sail  of  the  line  with  a  steady 
determination  to  bring  them  to  battle.  At 
Barbadoes  his  flee;  was  strengthened  by 
Senior  Sir  Jetiah  Symen. 


two  other  sail  of  the  line.  When  he  arrived 
off  Trinidad  he  thought  that  the  French 
Fleet  under  Villeneuve  was  there.  Ac- 
cordingly he  summoned  all  his  captains 
to  a  council  on  the  deck  of  the  old  Victory. 
The  following  is  all  that  took  place  at  that 
council: — He  said  to  the  captains:  "  The 
French  Fleet  is  ixobably  there.  They 
have  eighteen  sail  of  the  line.  The  Vic- 
tory will  take  three,  the  Cawpus,  the 
Spartiate,  and  the  Belleisle,  will  take  two 
each,  and  the  rest  of  you  will  take  one 
apiece.  Now,  gentlemen,  the  fleets  are 
equal."  That  is  the  kind  of  spirit  in 
which  we  ought  to  approach  the  considera- 
tion of  the  questi(m  of  the  comparati\-e 
strength  of  fleets. 

Senator  Stewart. — Have  we  a  Nelson 
now  ? 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMOX.— I  be- 
lieve that  we  have.  I  belie^'e  that  there 
are  admirals  in  the  British  Navy  who  will 
rise  to  the  occasion  should  an  emergencv 
ever  demand  it.  I  deplore  the  tendency 
which  exists — and  it  is  also  deplored  by  the 
officers  of  the  Navy  whom  I  met  in 
England — to  broadcast  these  scares  and  to 
depreciate  the  power  and  sterling  efficiencv 
of  the  B  ritish  F  ieet.  Moreover,  the 
strength  of  that  Navy  is  not  to  be  calcu- 
lated merely  in  Dreaduoughis  and  /trvin- 
cibles.  Upon  page  545  <rf  the  NimtteetUk 
Century  and  After,  Sir  William  White 
says- 
Mr.  McKenna  admitted  that  this  method  of 
ralculatinf:;  in  Dreadnoughts  and  InvinciUti 
nione  may  seem  unsatisfactory,-  and  even  un- 
fair, to  sOT&e  persons;  and  he  declared  that  the 
British  Navy  built  before  the  Dreadnought  era 
still  constituted  a  mightv  fleet. 

Again,  on  page  546  he  says — 

Dr.  Macnamara  might  have  added  that  many 
naval  officers  consider  the  King  Edward  to  be 
superior  to  the  Dreadnought  in  offensive  and 
defensive  power.  Mr.  Asquith,  like  Mr. 
McKennn,  confined  the  numerical  comparisoni 
he  put  forward  to  British  and  German  Dreai- 
nougkts,  but  was  careful  to  explain  that  while 
he  agreed  that  vessels  of  new  types  will  gradu- 
ally exclude  vessels  of  earlier  type  from  effec- 
tive competition,  he  considered  the  ma^ifi- 
cent  fleet  of  forty  battleships  we  now  posses 
to  be  "the  finest  fleet  which  has  ever  been  seen 
in  the  history  of  the  world."'  He  added,  that 
"  up  to  the  year  iqiz-ij  it  will  be  still  the 
most  powerful  and  most  efficient  and  most  for- 
midable fighting  fleet."  - 

Senator  Sr.  Ledger. — Is  he  thinking  of 
the  two-power  standard  still  ? 

Senator  Sir  TOSIAfT^MDN.— Of 
course  he  is.  D^"i^edbyC:.OOgbe 
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Again,  on  page  550,  he  says — 

Viewed  in  the  light  of  the  latett  infonnatiOD 
it  will  be  seen  that  a  progTamme  which 
provides  for  effectively  commencing  two  aew 
British  battleships  in  July,  and  two  others  in 
November  next,  and  for  completing  each  ship 
ID  two  years,  should  give  us  t6  completed  ves- 
sels of  the  Dreadnought  and  Invincible  classes 
before  the  end  of  1911,  at  which  time  Germany 
would  possess  nine  similar  vessels  ready  for 
service,  two  others  approaching  completion,  snd 
two  well  advanced,  but  not  expected  to  be  readj 
for  service  until  the  autumn  of  1912, 

Senator  Millen. — The  figures  which  the 
honorable  senator  has  quoted  are,  I  pre- 
sume, based  on  the  assumption  that  the 
German  Naval  Bill  is  not  expedited. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— No, 
they  are  on  the  assumption  that  all  kinds 
of  expedition  are  used ;  that  the  Germans 
use  as  much  expedition  as  they  can. 

Senator  Millen. — Sir  Edward  Grey 
does  not  bear  that  out. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMOX.— My 
honorable  friend  will  pardon  me,  but  Sir 
Kdwan  l  Grey  .does  bear  it  out — 

Kurther,  if  orders  are  placed  for  four  addi- 
tional British  battleships  so  that  their  actual 
erectio.i  can  be  commenced  in  April,  1910,  these 
Also  should  be  available  before  the  summer  of 
1912,  and  we  should  then  have  twenty  battle* 
ships  and  cruisers  of  modem  types  as  against 
13  German  diips. 

All  this  is  on  the  assumption  that  the 
German  difficulties  as  to  fmance,  of  which 
we  read  every  day  in  the  newspapers,  will 
be  overcome.  Bui  I  deprecate  this  con- 
tinual bringing  of  Germany  into  our  dis- 
cussions. It  may  be  that  we  shall  sornta 
time  have  enough  trouble  with  Germany ; 
but  this  constant  comparison  of  Germany 
with  Great  Britain,  this  constant  denoimc- 
ing  of  Germany  in  the  press,  and  the  rhe- 
torical efforts  that  are  made  by  the  Conser- 
vative Opposition  on  the  platform  in  Eng- 
land to  arouse  feeling  about  Germany,  are 
to  he  deprecated.  Again,  on  page  560,  Sir 
William  White  says  this — 

Siig{;cstions  have  been  made  that  we  should 
match  programme  with  programme,  or  "  la^ 
-tlown  two  keels  to  one"  laid  by  Germany,  or 
make  a  supreme  effort  and  decide  on  the  simul- 
taneous construction  of  such  an  overwhelming 
force  as  would  convince  the  German  Govern- 
ment thnt  it  is  hopeless  to  attempt  a  competi- 
tion with  Great  Britain. 

Some  jjeople  go  as  far  as  to  say  that  Eng- 
land should  declare  war  at  once  witli  Ger- 
many, and  smash  her  growing  fleet  forth- 
■with—- 

All  these  proposals  appear  to  miss  the  essen< 
tial  point  that  we  already  possess  an  over- 
vrhelming  force,  taking  into  account  the  two 
navies  as  they  exist,  while    in  Dreedneughit 


alone  we  have  maintained  (as  shown  above)  a 
considerable  lead,  shall  continue  to  maintain 
it  for  three  or  four  years  if  the  new  programme 
is  carried  out,  and  can  maintain  it  without  any 
special  programme  on  lines  similar  to  tlie  Ger- 
man Acts. 

Again,  on  page  561,  Sir  William  White 

says — 

Mr.  Asquith  has  declared  repeatedly  that 
the  Government  fully  recognises  this  duty,  and 
will  fulfil  it.  The  ]>rogrammc  of  ship-building 
for  1909-10,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Govern- 
ment, is  sufficient  for  that  purpose. 

On  the  same  page  he  writes — ■ 

The  assumption  that  mdeiltes  the  alleged  ac- 
celeration is  that  Germany  sees  an  opportunity 
of  overtaking  or  surpassing  Great  Britain  in 
the  number  of  Dreadnoughts  available  for  ser- 
vice at  particular  dates  during  the  next  three 
years,  and  that  this  superiority  in  Dreadnoughts 
:ilone  would  be  fatal  to  our  naval  supremacy, 
because  Dreadnoughts  have  rendered  all  earlier 
types  obsolescent  and  of   little   fighting  value. 

That  is  what  he  points  out  as  the  fallacy 

underlying  the  whole  of  this  scare — 

The  latter  doctrine  has  been  proached  so  long 
and  loudly  in  this  country  during  the  last  four 
years  that  it  has  found  many  converts  here, 
and  possibly  also  in  Germany"^  but  the  naval 
authorities  of  that  Empire  are  not  among  the 
believers  in  that  fallacy,  and  have  given  evi- 
dence again  and  again  that  thev  are  not.  They 
cherish  no  illusions,  but  fully  recognise  the 
cnormouit  preponderance  in  power  of  the  British 
Flcet^  and  it  is  folly  to  attribute  to  them  the 
desire  to  provoke  a  conflict  in  the  near  future. 
Wc  have  reason  to  be  ashamed  of  the  wild 
talk  which  has  been  indulged  in  by  some  writers 
during  the  last  few  days,  and  for  an  assertion 
that  "  Unless  the  Government  can'  be  induced 
ur  forced  ....  to  lay  down  eight  ships 
in  the  next  few  months,  and  to  order  that  those 
vessels  shall  be  pushed  on  day  and  night, 
our  naval  supremacy  is  doomed,  and  our  national 
life,  our  Imperial  existence,  are  worth  little 
more  than  two  years'  purchase." 

Now,  Mr.  President,    can  anything  be 

more  conclusive  than  that?  There  may  be 
differences  of  opinion— if  so  I  have  not  been 
able  to  find  them— as  to  whether,  in  three 
or  four  years,  our  fighting  fleet  ought  not 
to  be  strengthened.  It  is  the  business  of 
the  Imperial  Government  to  see  that  no 
doubt  shall  exist  as  to  the  preponderzuice 
of  our  Xavy.  But  when  we  find  the  Im- 
perial Government  saying  that  they  are  do- 
ing e\'erything  that  is  possible,  and  wh«i 
we  are  satisfied  that  that  is  the  case,  they 
ought  not  to  be  embarrassed,  not  merely  by 
the  Conservative  Opposition,  whom  they 
have  to  fight,  and  who  axe  making  this  a 
party  question,  but  by  some  people  in  Aus- 
tralia who,  it  may  be  in  mcnnents  of  praise- 
worthv  emotion,  sav  that-  not  orjlv  ought 
eight  />ffl(/«(7«f^el<t»yfco®figk^  Great 
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Britain,  but  that  another  Dreadttouaht  or 
two  ought  to  be  gi\en  by  Australia. 

Senator  Gray.— Has  any  reason  been 
given  as  to  why  Germany  is  making  these 
extraordinary  efforts? 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— I  do 
not  know.  I  supiiose  she  is  making  them 
for  the  same  reason  as  actuates  England.  I 
am  somewhat  apprehensive,  like  every  one 
else,  but  I  am  one  of  those  who  suppose— 
and  I  saw  that  an  Ambassador  said  the  santie 
thing  a  little  while  ago — that  Germany  is 
increasing'  her  naval  strength  because  she 
wants  to  be  in  the  front  rank  as  a  naval 
power,  and  to  protect  her  enormously  in- 
creasing sea  trade.  She  probably  sees  that 
her  interests  require  to  be  protected.  But  I 
admit  fuHy  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Em- 
pire to  maintain  the  British  Fleet,  to  pre- 
serve our  supicmacy  upon  the  seas,  what- 
ever Germany  may  do,  and  tthaterer  her 
ulterior  oliject  may  be.  I  will  come  to  an- 
other passage  in  Sir  William  White's  ar- 
ticle, which  gives  the  absolute  figures  as  to 
the  mighty  Fleet  jxisses&ed  by  England  at 
this  very  momeait  as  compared  with  Ger- 
many— 

British.  German. 

rrc-Dreacinought  Battle- 
ships- 
Number  ...  ...  40    ...  20 

Aggregate  Displttcement   585,000   ...  241,000 
(toni) 

Total   number   of   guns        650   ...  384 

of  calibre  from  6  to 

12  inches 
Armoured  Cniiserfr— 

Number  ...  ...  35    ...  8 

Aggregate  Displacement   416,000   ...  75tOoo 

(tons) 

Total   number   of   guDS        470   ...  iia 
of  calibre  from  6  to 
12  inches 

And  he  adds  this — 

A  considerable  number  of  tlie  British  armoured 
cruisers  arc  distinctly  superior  to  some  German 
battlestiips  in  offensive  and  defensive  power. 
The  British  battleships  have  153  13  inch  guns  in 
their  armameDti;  the  German  battleships  40  11 
inch,  British  cruisers  cr.rry  68  g.3  inch  gtms  as 
ag.iinst  6  9.4  guns  carried  by  the  German 
cruisers.  When  it  is  remembered  that  this 
mighty  fleet  will  be  supplanted  in  igia  by  at 
least  16  completed  Dreadnoughts,  and  that  20 
such  vessels  will  be  ready  if  the  four  contin- 
gent Dreadncughts  are  laid  down,  while  Ger> 
many  anticipates  the  completion  of  13  ships  only 
by  the  autumn  of  tgia,  it  must  be  admitted 
that  no  true  reason  exists  for  anxiety  as  to 
our  nav:il  strength  three  years  hence  in  com- 
parison with  Germ^iny;  or  that  the  accelerated 
completion  in  that  country  of  any  possible  num- 
Iter  of  Df'ndnoughls  by  that  date  can  threaten 
our  superiority  since  we  can  build  as  fast  and 
probably  faster. 


I  ask  to  be  forgiven  for  making  these 
quotations.  1  make  them  especially  for  this 
reason :  I  consider  that  it  is  the  duty  of 
every  citizen,  if  he  can,  to  allay  the  feel- 
ing of  alarm  which  has  been  brought  about. 
I  am  not  making  these  remarks  in  any 
party  spirit.  I  should  deplore  it  if  there  were 
any  party  element  whatever  in  the  conside- 
ration of  a  question  of  this  kind.  But  the 
mind  of  the  country  ought  not  to  Ix-  left  in 
a  condition  of  panic  if  any  effort  of  any 
of  us  can  help  to  do  away  with  it.  I  am 
glad  to  see  thut  in  Lord  Charies  Beres- 
ford's  speech  on  the  subject  he  expressly 
deprecates  any  panic. 

Sf'nator  Millen. — But  he  a.sks  for  eight 
Dreadnoughts. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMOX.— 1  beg 
my  honorable  friend  to  recollect  that  Lord 
Charles  Beresford  is  not  only  a  naval  offi- 
cer, but  also  a  political  partisan. 

Senator  Millen. — The  honorable  sena- 
tor quoted  Iiim  as  an  authoritv.  I  did 
not.  Having  brought  him  in  as  a  witness, 
the  honorable  senator  should  not  discredit 
him. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— Lord 
Charles  Beresford  said  that  there  was  no  oc- 
casion for  panic.  In  calling  for  eight  Dread- 
nou^/tts  he  simply  adopts  the  policy  of  his 
party.  But  I  am  going  to  call  him  in 
again  in  a  mwnent  to  show  that  Australia 
ought  never  to  have  offered  a  Dreadnought, 
and  that  it  was  not  the  proper  thing  to 
do. 

Senator  Gray. — It  was  quite  moper. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— My 
honorable  friend  will  understand  that  I 
am  not  blaming  him  in  the  slightest  de- 
gree, or  any  one  who  choses  to  gire 
jQs,ooo  towards  a  Dreadnought.  I  am 
quite  certain  that  if  Australia  had  had  the 
knowledge  of  these  things,  even  these 
gentlemen  would  have  abstained  frcxa  the 
course  which  was  taken. 

Senator  Fulsford.~I  should  not. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— My 
honorable  friend  would  give  twenty  battle- 
ships, and  so  would  I,  if  it  were  neces- 
sary. If  it  is  put  on  a  business- 
like footing,  allowing  that  it  is  necessarv, 
and  that  the  proper  way  is  to  make  a  can- 
tribution.  I  anr.  ready  at  this  moment  to 
vote  either  battle-ships  or  monev.  or  any- 
thing el.se.  If  the  Imperial  Conference,  car 
Government,  say,  "  The  proper  way  to  as- 
sist us  is  by  giving  us  a  contribution,  of 
j^ijooo.ooo,''  and  ^ve  have  the  means  at 
our  disposal.  I  am  prepared  to  support  the 
re^nuist,  but  that  ^s^^K,|^|hQ^5i(i^(^  all. 
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Senator  Gray. — The  question  is,  What 
would  the  honorable  senator  have  dc»ie  here 
without  the  knowledge? 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— I 
should  have  held  my  hand  and  my  tongue. 
Let  me  see  what  happened  not  knowing  the 
facts,  and  I  always  take  that  into  account. 
In  New  Zealand,  Sir  Joseph  Ward  oflfered 
a  Dreadnought,  or  two,  if  necessary,  just 
as  though  he  had  a  cupboaid  full  of  than 
■and  could  hand  them  out  at  a  moment's 
notto;.  Knowing  that  a  Dreadnought 
could  not  be  constructed  for  two  or  three 
years,  and  certainly  could  not  be  manned 
by  Australians  at  all,  obviously  the  first 
thing  to  do  was  to  consider  the  best 
wav  of  rendering  that  immediate  assistance 
which,  if  required,  it  was  desirable  should 
be  furnished.  If  immediate  assistance  was 
wanted  suiely  their  proposal  was  not  merely 
futile,  but  perfectly  absurd?  That  it  was 
not  the  proper  way  is  shown — I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  express  my  own  t^initxi  about  it 
— by  three  quotati(»iB  which  I  will  make. 
The  first  is  frwn  Sir  John  Colomb,  an 
admiral  who  is  just  dead,  but  who  for 
years  in  the  House  of  Commons,  took  the 
deepest  interest  in^the  progress  of  the  Xavv 
and  whom  I  heard  speak  at  the  Royal 
Colonial  Institute,  which  was  so  infected 
with  party  spirit  that  they  must  needs  take 
a  hand  in  this  business  in  England.  The 
second  quotation  is  f rom  Lord  Charles 
Beresford,  and  the  third  from  late 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
in  the  Unionist  Government.  In  a  letter 
dealing  with  a  communicfUicHi  s^ned  by, 
I  think,  the  Labour  members  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  and  therefore  a  critical  letter 
on  what  they  had  said.  Sir  John  Colomb 
w  rote — 

Now,  my  close  observation — extending  over 
forty  years — compels  me  to  assert  that  great 
mischief  and  great  waste  of  money  has  re- 
sulted from  nction  taken  in  spasms  of  alarm 
tincontrolterl  by  any  principles  and  unguided 
by  .iny  settled  businesslike  purposes. 

In  the  speech  which  he  made  at  the  Aus- 
tralasian banquet.  Lord  Charles  Beresf<»-d 
said — 

Rcforc  spending  a  large  sum  of  monev  it  is 
always  well  to  look  at  what  the  result  will  be. 
The  proposal  is  an  offer  from  many  of  the 
Dominions  

He  is  t;iven  to  nautical  exaggeration.  We 
all  remember  the  letter  he  wrote  to  a  clergy- 
man, saying,  that  if  the  people  knew  cer- 
tain f.nrts  ns  to  the  state  of  the  X;ivv  there 
would  be  a  panic  all  over  the  place'. 

Senator  Clemons.— He  is  a  little  diffi- 
cult to  manage. 


Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— Yes; 
one  does  not  know  which  way  he  is  going 
to  speak.  He  afterwards  suggested  that 
he  had  never  so  written  to  anybody.  The 
unfortunate  clergyman  in  his  own  vindica- 
tion produced  the  letter,  and  then  Lord 
Charles  Beresford  said  that  it  was  a  private 
letter. 

The  proposal  is  an  otTer  from  many  of  the 
Dominions,  that  two  millions  should  be  presented 
to  this  country  for  the  purpose  of  laying  down 
battleships,  to  serve  in  the  Home  waters.  Well, 
my  view  of  the  situation  is  this,  that  all  these 
great  Dominions  can  best  help  us  by  making 
proposals  for  defending  themselves.  Now  let 
me  take  the  proposal  for  spending  from  any 
one  Dominion  two  millions  on  a  battleship.  Will 
that  really  help  the  object  in  view? 

I  am  not  reflecting  at  all  upon  the  spon- 
taneity and  so  forth  of  that  after-sugges- 
tion.  Lord  Charles  Beresford  continues  : — 

Now  let  me  take  the  proposal  for  spending 
from  any  one  Dominion  two  millions  on  a  battle- 
ship. Will  that  really  help  the  object  in  view? 
There  is  one  point  that  the  English-speaking 
nations  are  very  determined  upon,  and  they  will 
argue  upon  it  considerably,  and  that  is  that 
whenever  they  spend  money  they  like  to  have 
control  of  it.  I  think  that  is  a  most  reasonable 
suggestion. 

I  am  one  who  does  not  regard  it  as  a 
reasonable  suggestion.  I  think  that  if 
Australia  does  her  duty  in  contributing  to 
the  Imperial  burden  in  connexion  with  the 
Navy,  she  should  hand  the  control  over  to 
the  Imperial  authorities.  I  do  not  think 
that  you  will  ever  have  an  efficient  Navy  if 
there  is  divided  control. 

Senator  Walker. — What  about  the  local 
Navy? 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— We  are 
not  talking  about  the  local  Navy,  which 
think  ought  to  be  under  local  control,  un- 
less Imperial  interest  requires  otherwise. 
Lord  Charles  Beresfwd  continues — 

It  is  one  that  we  have  often  heard  argued, 
and  in  which  I  myself  have  the  most  per- 
fect sympathy.  Let  us  suppose  two  millions 
is  going  to  be  spent  on  a  battleship.  The 
battleship  is  to  be  in  these  waters,  t>ecause  you 
would  not  like  to  have  it  different.  Battleships 
by  themselves  are  not  of  much  use;  they  have 
to  be  in  fleets.  Imagine  there  was  a  war^  and 
imagine  that  the  Dominion's  battleship  was  in 
these  waters,  and  the  danger  that  will  occur  to 
the  Dominions  does  occur.  That  is  the  question 
of  trade  routes.  I  do  not  think  it  would  add 
to  the  symp.ithy  of  these  Dominions  if,  after 
having  paid  this  Lirge  sum  of  money,  that  this, 
T  won't  call  it  accident,  this  circumstance  did 
occur  to  them,  when  the  money  they  had  in- 
vested was  defending  the  shores  of  this  coun- 
try. I  think  that  might  provoke  recriminations. 
The  only  wav  the  Dominions  caiptelnirt  i»  by 
their  trade  routes  being  cut.^^^O 
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He  goes  on  t6  talk  about  trade  routes,  but 
I  shall  not  trouble  to  quote  further  what  he 
says  on  the  subject.  Then  I  coma  to  the 
Right  Honorable  Alfred  I.yttelton.' because 
later  on  we  find  that  the  Conspr\'ntive  Op- 
position were  TOmin;;  to  see  that  this  was  a 
n?.tional  question,  and  one  not  to  be  dealt 
with  as  a  matter  of  party  politics.  At  a 
dinner — I  forget  whether  it  was  on  the 
same  occasion  or  not — he  said — 

I  myself  nm  convinced  the  true  way  to  get  a 
great  Impeml  Navy  is  not  in  «ny  sense  to 
check,  but,  on  the  contrary,  to  foster,  the 
national  spirit  in  the  Dominions  overseas.  You 
cannot  have  national  existence  unless  you  have 
at  the  same  time  the  will  and  the  desire  to 
make  sacrifices  bv  maintaining  national  exist- 
ence by  arms,  and  I  am  therefore  absolutely  in 
accord  with  Canada  and  Australia,  who  desire 
to  form  their  own  Navy  and  their  own  Army, 
and  to  make  that  Navy  and  that  Army  an  essen* 
tial  part  of  the  defences  of  those  great  nations 
and  States.  I  thoroughly  believe  in  that.  Speak- 
ing purely  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  Mother- 
land, I  am  certain  we  shall  derive  •;reater 
assistance  and  greater  povver  from  the  efforts 
made  in  that  direction  than  from  any  idea  of 
the  States  of  the  Kmoire  becoming  merely  con- 
tributory to  the  Mother-Power,  and  I  believe, 
MO  far  as  I  have  been  ahle  to  fnllow  it,  that  is 
verv  much  the  view  of  His  Majesty's  jirescnt 
advisers. 

Then  we  hear  it  said  that  the  little  flotilla 

of  destrnvers  is  to  he  characterised  as  a 
tin-pot  Navy.  Well,  upon  that,  as  I  have 
said,  Sir  Joseph  Ward  mnde  thnt  proposal. 
On  the  22nd  >fnrch,  the  Fisher  Govern- 
ment sent  a  cableRrani  which  I  believe  was 
the  first  response  from  Australia  to  the  situ- 
ation in  Eiijjland.  and  which  was  amplified 
on  the  1 6th  April.  Quotinir  from  memory, 
because  I  have  not  the  cableRram  at  hard, 
it  was  to  the  effect  that  in  the  event  of 
stress,  or  the  existence  of  a  difficulty,  the 
entire  resources  of  this  Commonwealth 
would  be  pKiced  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Mother  Countrv.  That  was  a  statesman- 
Mke  rc-snonsc  to  the  situation  which  was 
*fjppos('d  to  have  arisen  in  England.  If 
Anstralia  says  that  wherever  the  >rDther 
Countrv  is  in  trouble,  I  am  proud  of  her, 
because  ewrv  one  of  iis  would  desire  that 
the  whole  life's  blornl  and  Ireasnre  of  Aus- 
tralia should  be  at  the  disposal  of  the 
^fotber  Country.  I  cannot  understand,  ex- 
ce])t  that  the  word  Dreadnought  was  used, 
\vh\  a  mblegram  of  that  kind  should  not  be 
as  rcnssurinfi  to  Encjlnnd,  and  ;ts  effective 
a  w.Trniiig  to  th*;  hostile  nations,  if  thev 
mav  be  called  hostile,  as  the  offer  of  a 
Dreadnought. 

Senator  Puisford.-  But  is  not  some- 
thing snerific  always  lietter  than  something 
■general  ? 

Senator  Sir  Jonah  Symon. 


Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMOX.-Somc- 
thing  specific  if  we  have  it  to  pi^T. 

Senator  Pulsford. — So  we  have. 

Senator  Givens. — We  would  have  to 
borrow  ^£2, 000, 000.  * 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMO.W— I  do 
not  care  about  that.  We  might  .is  well 
offer  the  Old  Country  an  armoured  motor 
car.  What  is  the  ^iod  of  the  dTer  when 
we  have  not  the  monev  or  the  ship? 

Senator  Walker. — I  beg  my  honon^le 
friend's  pardon,  we  hare. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON".- 
Where? 

Senator  Walker. — The  Governcient  has 
been  offered  ^£2,000,000  in  Australia. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMO.\.-Bi 
whom  ? 

Senator  Walker. — Bv  two  of  the  hanks 
Senator   Sir  JOSIAH   SYMOX.— Fot 
nothing  ? 

Senator  Walker. — For  7^  per  (*nt. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON'.— Tf  the 
banks  had  offered  the  monev  for  nothing  I 
should  have  said  "  Well  done." 

Senator  Walker. — That  is  all  very  faK. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.-Be- 
cause  I  think  that  if  it  was  an  effectiw 
battleship,  j^2,ooo,ooo  would  have  been  a 
cheap  insurance  for  the  banks,  which  I 
suppose  would  be  looked  upon  as  fair  loot 
by  a  raiding  cruiser. 

Senator  Walker. — Hoiurable  senaton 
opposite  said  that  we  would  have  to  go  to 
Great  Britain  to  get  the  maaeN.  We  ^add 
not  have  to  do  anything  of  the  kiiyl. 

Senator  de  Lakgie. — We  ^ould  han  to 
borrow  the  monev,  anyhov. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON*.— We 
should  have  to  borrow  the  money. 

Senator  Walker. — Frran  our  own 
people. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON'.— But 
we  should  have  to  pay  it  back. 

Senator  Walker. — Yes,  honest  men  al- 
wavs  pav  back  what  thev  borrow. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— I  r»e\-er 
heard  it  put  in  that  way  beftxe.  The'banb. 
it  seems,  saw  a  splendid  opportunijv  of  in- 
vesting ^2.000,000  of  surplus  capibl  at 
l\  per  cent.  Is  that  the  reasOT  why  they 
ha^-e  supported  the  offer  of  a  Dreadnougf^^ 

Senator  Walker. — We  should  have  to 
pav  as  much  as  that  in  England  for  the 
monev  .  My  honorable  friend  may  be  a 
very  good  lawyer,  but  he  is  a  ^•er^■  lad 
banker. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— Mr 
honorable  friend  is  quite  rjgbjl  I  am  a 
very  Ixad  banlftieLtize^bit^aiyXSgifee  10  tbe 
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sublimity  of  that  proposal  at  all.  1  have 
mentioned  the  proposal  made  by  the  Fisher 
Government,  and  opposed  as  I  am  to  the 
T^abour  party,  their  methods,  and  their 
programme,  I  do  not  see  why  I  should  not 
give  them  credit  in  a  matter  of  this  sort. 
I  really  venture  to  think  that  that  message 
best  expressed  the  real  views  of' the  Com- 
monwealth.  Why  should  we  not  give  the 
Labour  Government  credit  for_  sincerity  in 
sending  that  message? 

Senator  Walker. — No  one  has  refused 
to  give  them  credit,  but  they  have  not  given 
us  credit  fcr  offering  a  Dreadnought. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— But 
what  was  the  good  of  offering  a  Dread- 
nouglii  ? 

Senator  Walker. — At  the  present  time 
about  ;^ioo,ooo  has  been  collected  in  New 
South  Wales  towards  the  cost  of  a  Dread- 
nought. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON,— I  think 
that  in  New  South  Wales  they  should  have 
been  able  to  collect  .-^i. 000.000.  I  think 
that  there  are  1,000  men  in  New  South 
Wales  who  might  very  well  have  given 
j^i,ooo  apiece. 

Senator  Walker. — Is  the  honorable  sen- 
ator willing  to  give  ;^i,ooo? 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— I  do 
not  belcxig  to  New  South  Wales.  My  friend 
Senator  Walker  has  led  me  off  the  track. 
I  have  tried  to  ccnnply  with  his  request  to 
say  a  few  words  on  the  situati<»i. 

Senator  Wauceh. — ^The  honorable  senator 
has  spoken  for  about  three  hours. 

Senator  Vardon. — We  do  not  question 
the  sincerity  of  the  Labour  party  in  this 
matter. 

Senator  Sir  JOSL\H  SYMON.— No;  we 
must  give  them  credit  for  sincerity,  and, 
therefore,  I  ask  my  honorable  friends  to 
say.  in  all  fairness,  whether  they  do  not 
believe  that  the  Fisher  message,  to  which 
I  have  referred,  was  not,  I  will  not  say 
a  yety  m^Ie  message,  but  at  least  a  very 
appropriate  message  to  send  on  such  an 
occasion.  All  the  resources  of  Australia 
were  to  be  at  the  disposal  of  the  MothCT 
Country. 

Senator  Walker. — Had  the  Labour  Go- 
vernment all  the  resources  of  Australia  at 
their  disposal  ? 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— Had 
Mr.  Deafcin,  before  he  COTSulted  Parlia- 
ment, the  ;^2,ooo,ooo  in  his  pocket? 

Senator  Walker. — Yes,  or  he  knew 
where  to  get  it. 

The  PRESIDENT.— I  ask  Senator 
Wnlker  not  to  interject  so  frequently. 


Senator  Walker.  —  Perhaps  Senator 
Symon  will  allow  me  to  interrupt  him  for 
a  mcwnent  

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMOX.— Yes; 
but  could  we  not  discuss  these  matterii 
better  afterwards? 

Senator  Walker. — ^The  hcxiorable  senator 
stated  that  in  New  South  Wales — — 

The  PRESIDENT.—I  again  ask  the 
honorable  senatw  not  to  interrupt. 

Senator  Walker. — I  desired  to  tell 
Senator  Symon  something  which  he  does 
n<rt  know. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— I  like 
the  honorable  senator's  interjections,  but 
he  and  I  must  obey  the  President.  I  am 
so  delighted  to  have  a  chat  with  my  hon- 
orable friend  that  I  cannot  resist  it 
even  in  this  way.  But  I  apologize  and 
take  the  entire  blame  for  the  breadi  of  the 
Standing  Orders  that  has  occurred.  I  have 
«ily  recently  ascertained  the  figures  and 
facts,  and  I  hope  I  shall  be  again  corrected 
if  I  am  wrong.  What  I  wish  now  to  say 
is  that  the  first  time  on  which  Mr.  Deakin 
took  up  the  position  of  standing  shoulder 
to  shoulder  with  New  Zealand  was  on  the 
7th  April  

Senator  Pearce. — It  ought  to  have  been 
the  ist  April. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— If  I 
am  wrong,  I  hope  that  I  shall  be  corrected ; 
but,  so  far  ajs  I  am  able  to  discover,  it  was 
on  the  7th  April.  I  do  say  that,  with  the 
knowledge  of  the  cable  sent  by  the  then 
Oovemmwit,  and  I  do  not  care  what  Go- 
vernment it  was,  is  it  not  strongly  suspicious 
that  the  part  of  Mr.  Deakin's  speech — and 
I  will  not  read  some  parts  of  it  which  are 
quite  unintelligible— referring  to  the  Dread- 
nought and  the  willingness  to  stand  shoul- 
der to  shoulder  with  New  Zealand,  was 
made  with  a  view  to  putting  a  spoke  in  the 
wheel  of  the  Ministry  of  the  day?  If  it 
was  made  before  Mr.  Fish's  cable  was 
sent,  of  course,  I  am  wnmg. 

Senator  Clehons. — No;  it  was  made 
after. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— If  it 
was  after,  then,  I  say,  it  stands  out  a 
foot.  I  cannot  acquit  Mr.  Deakin  or 
others,  who  subsequently  to  the  despatch  of 
that  cable  by  the  Ministry  of  the  day,  went 
to  the  side  of  New  Zealand  and  proposed 
the  offer  of  a  Dreadnought,  of  doing  so, 
not  for  highly  national  and  patriotic  pur- 
poses, hut  for  party  purposes.  That  is  my 
view.  I  hope  that  I  may  be  mistal^.  I 
find  that  what  Mr.  Joseph- Coqk^fiajd  was 
much  more  sensiBte'^^^lfedi^WS' singular 
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to  note  how  he  has  departed  from  it.  At 
some  agricultural  gathering,  I  think  it  was, 
Mr.  Joseph  Cook  said  that  the  Dreadnought 
would  be  sent  as  soon  as  the  Federal  Par- 
liament had  an  opportunity  of  speaking  on 
the  matter.  It  is  a  remarkable  thing  that, 
if  that  was  the  ground  of  the  indictment 
against  the  then  Ministry,  it  was  not  stated 
in  the  House  of  Representatives  and  made 
the  ground  of  their  dismissal.  I  say  that 
they  ought  to  have  been  challenged  on  that, 
if  on  nothing  else. 

Senator  Guthrie.— They  were  stabbed  in 
the  dark. 

Senator  Sir  JOSI.^H  SYMON.— I  say 
nothing  alxmt  a  stab  in  the  dark,  or  any- 
thing of  the  kind. 

Senator  Mulcahv.— Is  the  honorable 
senator  forgetting  that  the  two  leading 
States  of  the  Commonwealth  undatook  to 
.send  a  Dreaditought  themselves? 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— But 
they  did  not  do  it,  and  I  should  have  let 
them  do  it  if  they  chose.  I  have  nothing 
whatever  to  do  with  what  the  State  Govern- 
ments proposed. 

Senator  Mulcahy. — I  do  not  think  that 
the  honorable  senator  should  ignore  the 
fart. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— It  has 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  me. 

Senator  Walker. — Mr.  Deakin  knew  of 
it  when  he  said  that  we  could  send  a 
Dreadnought. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMOX.— Why 
was  he  to  kow-tow  to  and  play  into  the 
hands  of  those  two  States  ? 

Senator  Walker. — He  was  giving  an 
opportunity  to  the  other  States  to  ccmie  in 
if  they  iiked. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON. -I  do 
not  wish  to  discuss  that.  I  do  not  belong 
to  any  of  the  Stato  Parliaments,  and  it  is 
for  them  to  deal  with  that  question.  I  am 
dealing  with  the  national  situation.  I  say 
that  it  is  a  remarkable  fact  that  Mr.  Dea- 
kin did  not  challenge  the  Fisher  Govern- 
ment on  this  matter,  as.  I  believe.  Mr. 
Joseph  Cook  would  have  done.  Mr.  Joseph 
Cook  was  Leader  of  the  Opposition,  and 
I  believe  that  he  would  have  taken  the 
sense  of  the  House  of  Representatives  on 
the  question.  Mr.  Deakin  did  not  attempt 
tn  challenge  the  Government  on  the  point. 
T  suppose  it  was  because  he  '*  either  feared 
his  fate  too  much,  or  his  deserts  were 
small."  But  why  did  he  not  do  it?  If 
the  action  of  the  Fisher  Gwwnment  was 
improper,  what  are  we  to  sav  of  Mr.  Dea- 


kin's  action  in  making  the  offer  he  made 
while  Parliament  was  in  session,  without 
consulting  Parliament I  say  that  it  was 
not  the  right  thing  for  Australia  to  follow 
in  the  footsteps  of  New  Zealand  in  this- 
matter.  It  was  the  duty  of  those  in  power, 
with  the  meeting  of  Parliament  (xropara- 
tively  imminent,  to  consider  the  thing,  as 
tlie  gentleman  from  whom  I  hara  quoted 
suggested,  from  a  buaness-tike  point  of 
view.  It  was  not  the  business  of  the 
Govemmeiit,  without  full  information,  to 
embarrass  the  Imperial  Government,  whose 
difficulties,  God  knows,  are  great  enough. 
They  have  to  raise  now  some  ;^2o, 000,000 
or  j{^25, 000,000  in  extra  taxation,  which 
the  Conservative  Opposition  in  the  Im- 
jieriai  Parliament  are  opposing  in  the  most 
strenuous  way.  Why  are  they  to  be  on- 
barrassed  by  an  offer  like  this?  Why  is 
their  policy  to  be  condemned?— a  policy  in 
which  they  declared  that  the  Fleet  of  Eng- 
land was  invulnerable ;  that  England  is  un- 
assailable on  the  high  seas ;  and  that  the 
supremacy  of  the  British  Navy  is  as  unchal- 
lengeable to-day  as  it  was  in  the  days  of 
Nelson.  Another  phase  of  the  question  re- 
quires consideration.  Before  this  Dread- 
nought could  be  built,  Dreadnoughts 
might  be  obsr.ilete.  They  are  being  changed 
and  altered  every  day. 

Senator  Gray. — Did  not  Mr.  Deakin,  in 
making  the  offer,  ask  the  advice  of  the  Im- 
perial authorities  on  the  question  of  offer- 
ing an  alternative  to  a  Dreadnought 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— What 
had  the  previous  Ministry  done?  The 
Canadian  Government  suggested  a  C<xifer- 
ence,  and  the  Fisher  Government  also  sug- 
gested a  Conference.  That  was  the  proper 
thing  to  do.  I  said  so  in  England,  and  f 
say  so  again  now.  The  proper  thmg  to  do 
is  to  have  a  Conference,  and  there  arrange 
what  forrtti  our  assistance  should  take.  An- 
other thing  which  the  Government  should 
have  considered — and  in  this  connexion  I 
give  due  weight  to  Senator  Walker^s  in- 
formation that  the  banks  are  prepared  to 
make  a  good  investment — was  the  wavs 
and  means  to  make  good  their  offer.  Monev 
should  be  no  olistacle  to  the  Commonwealth 
in  assisting  the  Mother  Country.  I  hope  it 
will  never  be  assumed  that  the  Common- 
wealth will  allow  any  questicm  of  monev  to 
stand  in  the  wav  of  what  the  Mother  Coun- 
try requires  to  maintain  the  Fleet,  whidh  is 
as  much  ours  as  hers,  and  which  is  of  as 
much  value  to  us  as  to  her. 

Senator  Gray.— We  Pii^*>^f3;alttfl^ 
maintain  it.  Dig,i,2edifyV:.OOQIC 
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Senator  Sii  JOSIAH  SYMON.— I  know 
*hat  we  should  pay  mxxe. 

Senator  Walker.  —  A  miserable 
;^2oo,ooo  a  vear  ' 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMOX.— I  agree 
that  it  is  a  miserable  pittance ;  but  the 
worst  feature  of  it  is  ihat  it  is  paid  under 
.in  agreement.  1  say  that  what  we  give  the 
Mother  Country  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
Imperial  Fleet  should  be  gi^-en  without  any 
agreement  at  all.  We  do  not  want  any 
hiring  agreement.  What  we  give  should  be 
given  untramelled  by  any  restrictions  or 
conditions.  How  are  we  to  get  the  monev 
to  make  good  the  offer  of  a  Dreadnought  f 
Surely  that  ouglit  to  be  considered.  We 
are  going  to  incur  y  most  laudable  debt, 
supposing  the  offer  takes  the  form  of  givin;^ 
,{^2,000,000  straight  nwny.  We  mu-?t 
consider  how  the  money  is  to  be  raised.  Avj 
the  Free  Traders  going  to  assi«;t  Mr.  Dei- 
kin  and  the  Protectionists  to  get  it  from 
the  masses  of  the  people  through  the 
Tariff?  » 

SenatOT  Walker. — It  might  be  raised  by 
direct  taxation. 

Sojiator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— Are 
we  to  raise  it  I)y  duties  on  tea  and  kero- 
sene? 

Senator  Walker.  — Probably  by  an  in 
come  tax. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMOX.— T  do 
not  know  how  it  is  proposed  that  the  money 
should  be  raised,  but,  at  any  rate,  I  shall 
be  no  party — ^if  that  is  what  non-interfer- 
fnce  with  the  Protectionist  principle  of 
the  -Tariff  mean;,  under  this  basis  oi 
fusion— to  extracting  this  mcmey  from  the 
T'ockets  of  the  consumers  in  this  country 
by  any  further  addition  to  that  Uack  list 
which  now  exists  as  a  Tariff. 

Senator  Gray. — ^Who  is  responsible  for 
the  black  list? 

Senator  Sir  JOSTAH  SYMON.— Mr. 
Deakin. 

Senator  Gray. — Did  not  some  of  our 
Free  Traders  assist? 

Senator  Pulsford. — So  far  as  tea  is 
concerned.  I  answered  the  honorable  sena- 
tor's question  in  the  negative  last  week. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— I  am 
pleased  to  hear  it.  I  am  with  the  honor- 
able senator.  I  cwnmend  very  much  to  mv 
honorable  friends  that  article  b'v  Sir  William 
White.  I  think  it  will  have  a  soothing  in- 
fluence, especially  after  the  statements  of 
Ix>rd  Charles  Beresford  in  his  saner  mo- 
ments, and  of  Mr.  Alfred  Lytteltqp,  But 
the  situation  now  is  a  little  different,  be- 


cause, as  my  hcmoraUe  friends  remind  me, 
the  offer  of  a  Dreadnought,  pure  and 
simple,  is  dropped,  though  the  word  is  re- 
tained, I  suppose  to  save  some  people's 
faces.  The  offer  now  is  "Or  something 
else."  That  is  very  proper,  because,  of 
course,  that  brings  the  whole  question  under 
the  cmisideration  of  the  Conference,  and 
the  only  thing  that  can  be  said  in  objection 
to  it  is  that,  as  Mr.  Joseph  Cook  very  pro- 
perly  said,  Parliament  should  have  been 
consulted.  I  wish  to  say,  however,  that, 
viewing  the  offer  of  the  i»esent  Govern- 
ment even  in  its  new  form,  I  prefer  Mi. 
Fisher's  cable.  Mr.  Fisher's  message  was 
adopted  by  Sir  John  Forrest,  in  a  resolu- 
tion which  he  moved — and  I  (hank  him  for 
that,  because  I  wish  to  give  every  one  due 
credit — at  a  meeting  which  he  addressed  in 
the  Town  Hal!  at  Perth. 

Senator  de  Lahgie. — There  was  a  verv 
grx)d  reason  for  that. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— I  do 
not  know  what  the  reason  was.  I  say  that 
Mr.  Fisher's  message  disclosed  the  true 
position.  It  recognised  that  it  is  our  duty 
10  bear  our  share  of  the  burden  of '  Em- 
pire. It  recognised  that  the  then  Govern- 
ment felt  that  Australia  was  prepared  to  do 
its  duty,  not  merely  up  to  a  minimum  or 
maximum,  but  to  the  full  limit  of  its  re- 
sources. It  recognised  that  what  is  to  be 
done  should  be  done,  not  in  a  spasm  of 
fear,  or  from  party  feeling,  but,  as  Sir* 
John  Colwnb  said,  nn  a  business-like  basis. 
It  was  saying:  "Here  we  are  jeadv ; 
nhat  do  you  wish  us  to  do?  We  wish  to 
do  our  duty;  will  you  tell  us  how?"  It 
was  saying,  as  has  been  said  in  verv  elo- 
quent lines : — 

What  have  I  done  for  you, 

England,  my  England? 
What  is  there  I  would  not  do, 
England,  my  own? 

It  was  asking  them  to  tell  us  what  they 
wanted  us  to  do,  and  I  do  not  believe  any- 
body could  have  gone  back  on  the  whole 
of  what  that  cablegram  conveyed.  Per- 
sonally, whether  it  be  in  battleships  or 
their  equivalent,  I  am  prepared,  when  the 
matter  ts  presented  to  us  on  a  business-like 
basis— as  I  believe  it  will  be  with  the  as- 
sistance of  the  Imperial  authorities— to  vote 
for  the  proposal  according  to  our  means, 
to  the  enormous  benefit  to  be  de- 
rived from  it,  and  to  the  absolute 
safety  of  this  country,  which  is  wrapped 
up  in  the  supremacy  of  the  British  Navy. 
But  r  shall  object— as  I  have  dortd  on  all 
occasions— to  any  sort   of   an  agreement 
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under  which  we  are  to  hire  the  ships, 
whether  it  be  for  this  purpose  or  for  that. 
Our  local  defence  is  quite  a  different  thing, 
and  upon  that  point  the  Government  are 
merely  carrying  out  the  policy  which  the 
last  Deakin  Government  adopted  in  its 
correspondence  with  the  Admiralty.  The 
papers  in  my  possession  show  that 
ihev  contemplated  the  purchase  of  torpedo- 
boat  destroyers,  and  also  of  some  sub- 
marines. The  latter,  however,  havL-  evi- 
dently been  dropped  under  expert  advice. 
So  that  the  difference  between  the  proposals 
made  by  Mr.  Deakin  and  these  of  the 
Fisher  Ministry  was  that  the  former  were 
conditional  upcm  the  cancellation  of  the 
Naval  Agreement,  whereas  the  latter  were 
made  on  the  understanding  that  that  agree- 
ment was  to  continue. 

Senator  Pearce.— Until  its  termmation. 
Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— Ex- 
actly, until  1913.  Sir  Richard  Poore  and 
others  have  all  recognised  the  advantage  of 
these  destroyers,  and,  whatever  I  may  think 
of  their  smallness  as  a  beginning,  I  have 
alwavs  advocated  an  Australian  Navy  as  an 
auxiliary  to  our  land  defences.  In  addition, 
we  have  had  from  all  quarters  expressions 
of  opinion  that  they  would  form  a  most 
valuable  auxiliary  to  any  portion  of  the 
Imperial  Fleet  which  might  be  in  Austra- 
lian waters  for  the  purposes  of  defence  or 
attack.  Then,  too,  I  think  that  we  should 
have  Colonel  Foxton's  instructions  before 
us.  Onlv  the  other  day  an  inspired  para- 
graph, which  was  very  difficult  to  under- 
stand, appeared  in  one  of  the  newspapers. 
For  the  reason  that  that  paragraph  was 
obviously  inspired,  and  particularly  as 
Colonel  Foxton  is  not  a  naval  man,  I  think 
that  we  should  have  the  actual  text  of  his 
instructions  before  us.  The  Government 
would  do  well  to  place  those  instructions 
upon  the  table  without  awaiting  any  specific 
request  in  that  direction.  I  hope  that  a 
steady  resolve  to  do  our  duty  to  the  Mother- 
land and  to  the  supreme  Navy,  will  be 
maintained.  I  trust  that  we  will  not  be 
niggardly  in  considering  any  proposals  that 
may  be  made  to  us  bv  the  Imperial  Go- 
vernment. Whatever  other  effects  the  dis- 
cussion of  this  question  may  have  had,  it 
must  have  convinced  us  of  our  obligatiOTs, 
and  of  the  fact  that,  however  we  may  stand 
in  regard  to  other  nations — whatever  perils, 
imminent  or  remote,  there  mav  be — we  are 
determined  to  pour  out  our  blood  and  offer 
our  treasure  in  defence  of  the  Empire  of 
which  we  are  citizens.  So  far  as  the  posi- 
tion in  this  Senate  is  concerned.   I  shall 


preserve  a  strictly  non-party  attitude.  I 
shall  adopt  the  independent  position  which 
Senator  Walker  has  stated  his  determina- 
tion of  following.  I  distrust  Mr. 
Deakin  utterly  as  a  politician,  though  £ 
have  a  great  regard  for  him  personally.  I 
distrust  his  politics  utterly,  and  I  do  not 
think  it  is  pcKsible  to  have  any  faith  in 
them.  I  have  been  in  opposition  to  him 
whcne\'er  he  has  been  in  office  ever  since 
the  Commonwealth  was  inaugurated.  I 
was  elected  in  opposition  to  him  and  his 
Government,  and  certainly  what  has  re- 
cently occurred  has  not  converted  '  me. 
The  Ministerial  proposals  which  may 
be  submitted  I  shall  deal  with  upon 
their  merits.  I  confess,  however,  that  I 
shall  view  them  with  a  Uttle  suspicion  as 
coming  from  rather  a  tainted  source,  and 
on  that  account  I  shall  give  them  the 
strictest  scrutiny.  I  shall  take  nothing  upon 
trust.  If  the  measures  are  good  I  shall  sup- 
port them  ;  if  they  are  bad,  I  shall  oppose 
them.  Ui^n  these  lines,  aloof  from  the 
entanglements  of  parties,  I  shall  do  my 
best,  as  a  senator  from  South  Australia,  in 
the  general  interests  of  the  Commonwealth 
and  the  particular  interests  of  my  own 
State. 

Senator  WALKER  (New  South  Wales) 
[9.3]. — I  had  no  intention  of  speaking  in 
this  debate,  but  Senator  Symon  referred  in 
such  marked  terms  to  Senator  Pulsford  and 
myself  that  I  feel  bound  to  define  my  posi- 
tion. We  must  all  thank  Senator  SynKm 
for  the  very  interesting  speech  which  he  has 
delivered,  but  we  must  also  regret  that  two- 
thirds  of  it  was  devoted  to  a  philippic  upon* 
Mr.  Deakin.  I  am  not  called  upon  to  de- 
fend Mr.  Deakin.  .  He  is  well  able  to  de- 
fend himself,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  the 
representatives  of  the  Government  in  this 
Chamber  will  have  something  to  say  in  reply 
to  his  strictures  before  tl^s  debate  closes. 

Senator  Findley. — Mr.  Deakin  is  the 
honorable  senator's  "  boss  " — his  leader. 

Senator  WALKER.— Senator  Findley 
may  say  so,  but  it  does  not  necessarily  fol- 
low that  his  statement  is  true.  I  do  not 
intend  to  enter  into  a  discups  on  of  many 
matters  which  were  dealt  with  by  Senator 
.Svmon  ;  but  in  justice  to  my  own  State  I 
wish  to  sav  that  New  South  Wales  and  Vic- 
tcffia  jointly  agreed  to  bear  the  expense  in- 
volred  in  the  presentation  of  a  Dread- 
nought  to  the  Mother  Country  if  the 
Federal  authorities  did  not  see  their  way 
to  do  so.  and  the  Home  ^hpntiefe^esired 
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Senator  Turley. — But  they  did  so  with- 
out the  COTsent  of  their  Parliaments. 

Senator  WALKER.— Ministers  of  State 
have  just  as  much  right  to  make  such  an 
offer  on  behalf  of  their  States  as  Mr. 
Deakin  has  to  make  it  on  behalf  of  the 
Federation.  The  present  Prime  Minister 
kne^v  what  the  States  were  willing  to  do, 
and  was  accordingly  in  a  positicm  to  de- 
termine the  course  which  he  would  take. 
Senator  Symcm  was  absent  at  the  time.  He 
comes  frcnn  the  same  country  as  myself, 
but  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  he  has  a  habit 
of  speaking  of  "  England,*'  instead  of 
•*  Great  Britain." 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — I  shall 
change  that  habit. 

Senator  WALKER.— It  is  simply  pre- 
posterous.   We  all  know  that  histtvically 

Kngland  is  an  appanage  of  the  Scottish 
Crown.  With  Senator  Symcm  I  enjoy  Mr. 
Deakin's  friendship  in  private  life.  A 
more  charming  personality  there  is  not  in 
Australia.  With  regard  to  his  political 
actions,  all  I  can  say  is,  "  Let  bygones  be 
bygones."  We  believe  that  Mr.  Deakin 
has  very  good  reas<m  to  prefer  the  party 
which  is  now  supporting  him  to  that  which 
formerly  supported  him.  I  ask  hCHurable 
members  to  reflect  for  a  moment  upon  the 
behaviour  of  the  Labour  party  nnce  they 
were  displaced  from  oflBce.  Look  at  the 
way  that  its  members  have  wasted  time  day 
after  day,  and  week  after  week,  in  vilify- 
ing Mr.  Deakin  for  what  he  has  done  in 
days  gone  by.  Who  believes  in  minority 
rule?  *  Yet  twenty-eight  members  of  the 
Labour  party,  with  four  extreme  Protec- 
tionists in  the  other  House,  seem  to  think 
that  they  represent  a  majority. 

Senator  Turlev. — Is  the  honorable 
senator  wasting  time  now? 

Senator  WALKER.— At  the  present 
time  Free  Traders  and  Protectionists  have 
agreed  to  sink  the  fiscal  question,  and  Sena- 
tor Symon  was  a  member  of  a  Govern- 
ment which  did  the  same  thing. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — We  tried  to 
t]o  it,  but  Mr.  Deakin  would  not  let  us. 

Senator  WALKER.  -We  intend  to  im- 
prove upon  the  ho^orr^ble  senator's  ex- 
perience. Mr.  Deakin  has  now  dis- 
covered his  true  friends,  and  thev  ar*» 
not  honorable  senators  opposite.  T  feel 
ashamed  to  sit  here  day  after  day  listening 
to  honorable  senators  vilifving  Mr.  Deakin 
because  of  his  faults.  What  good  does  it 
do?  It  merely  irritates  him.  I  now  pro- 
pose to  advance  two  or  three  reasons  why 


I  intend  to  give  an  independrat  support  to 
this  Ministry. 

Senator  Stewart. — Another  independent 
supporter  ? 

Senator  WALKER.— All  Free  Traders 
are  independent  supporters.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  I  never  knew  a  Protectionist  who 
did  not  buy  his  goods  in  the  cheapest 
market  and  sell  them  in  the  dearest.  All 
Protecticxiists  are  most  anxious  to  protect 
their  own  pockets.  I  repeat  that  the  fiscal 
issue  has  been  sunk  for  the  time  being. 
Hcmorable  senators  on  this  side  of  the 
Chamber  believe  in  majority  rule,  and  we 
have  majority  rule  now.  I  must  congratu- 
late Senator  Symon  upon  having  induced 
my  honorable  friends  opposite  to  attend  in 
full  force  to-night.  One  of  their  number 
is  absent  in  Western  Australia,  so  that,  far 
the  first  time  this  session,  we  have  had  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  fourteen  out  of  their  full 
strength  of  fifteen  present.  Yet  this  is 
what  they  regard  as  patriotism.  Ministerial 
supporters  also  believe  in  the  maintenance 
of  loyalty  to  Great  Britain.  We  have  not 
any  Republicans  or  extreme  Socialists  upon 
our  side  or  supporting  us.  We  do 
not  believe  in  sympathizing  with  out- 
rages such  as  were  committed  at  Broken 
Hill  recently,  where  men  actually  dared 
to  saj-  that  the  presence  of  police 
was  responsible  for  certain  trouble 
which  occurred.  Any  law-abiding  citizen 
should  be  glad  to  see  police.  One  mem- 
ber of  the  late  Government  actually  headed 
a  procession  at  Broken  Hill,  and  who 
would  dare  to  say  that  the  Attorney-General 
of  that  Administratis  ought  to  have 
conducted  himself  as  he  did  ?  I 
really  wonder  what  the  world  is  coming  to. 
There  is  such  a  thing  as  constitutional 
action.  At  Broken  Hill  at  the  present 
moment  some  are  advocating  the  looting  of 
shops. 

Senator  Turley.— There  are  hundreds  of 
starving  people  there. 

Senator  WALKER.— I  do  not  care 
whether  there  are  hundreds  or  thousands 
of  star\'inp  peonle.  that  is  not  the  wav  to 
set  to  work.  There  is  a  proper  constitu- 
tional way  of  obtaining  relief.  We 
.<!tanrl  for  justice  to  the  whole  com- 
munity, not  for  one  class  only.  We 
do  not  believe  in  differential  taxation. 
We  think  there  ought  to  be  honest  taxes 
all  round.  If  there  is  to  be  direct  taxa- 
tion, I  am  an  advocate  for  an  inccMne  tax 
rather  than  a  land  tax.  Whv  should  we 
disorganize  or  interfere  witlKfe4wnces  of 
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Senator  de  Largie. — God  help  the  hrai- 
orable  senator's  crowd  if  tliev  get  justice ! 
It  will  be  a  bad  job  for  them. 

Senator  WALKER. — I  do  not  ask  for 
more  than  justice,  and  I  want  justice  for 
all.  We,  on  this  side,  stand  for 
the  encouragement  of  immigration.  I 
was  talking  a  few  years  ago  to  a 
m^nber  of  the  Labour  party  who  is 
not  now  in  this  Parliament.  I  said  to  him : 
"  Do  you  beliei'e  in  a  fine  stream  of 
European  immigratimi  to  this  countr)"  ?" 
He  said  :  "  I  want  to  know  how  it  is  going 
to  affect  wages."  I  told  him  then,  as  I 
have  often  said  to  others  since,  that  the 
Labour  party  unfortunately  believes  in  an 
Australia  for  the  whites  who  are  already 
here,  and  for  no  one  else.  Its  members 
are  afraid  of  wages  coming  down. 

Soiator  Guthrie. — How  would  the  h<Mi- 
CH-able  senator  like  the  rate  of  interest  to 
be  lowered? 

Senator  WALKER.~Interest  is  lower 
now  than  it  used  to  be.  The  rate  is 
reasonable  enough  at  present.  We  also 
stand  for  Federation,  and  not  for  Unifica- 
tion. One  of  the  charges  that  will  be 
brought  against  honorable  senators  opposite 
at  the  next  electicn  is  that  they  are  going 
in  for  Unification.  Senator  Symon  has  told 
us  that  he  cares  for  measures  not  men.  X 
have  always  been  a  Supporter  of  good 
measures  no  matter  from  what  side  of  the 
Senate  they  came.  It  seems  necessary  that 
I  should  say  a  word  for  the  Free  Traders 
in  this  Pailiament.  We  Free  Traders  have 
confidence  in  the  Ministry  as  Iwig  as 
Messrs.  Cook,  Glynn,,  Fuller  and  Millen 
are  in  it.  But  irrespective  of  those  gentle- 
men we  believe  that  the  other  manbers  of 
the  Ministry  will  honestly  carry  out  the 
agreed-upon  terms  of  coalition. 

Senator  McGkegob. — What  are  they? 

Senator  WALK  E  R.— The  honorable 
senator  will  hear  that  from  Ministers  later 
on. 

Senator  Sir  JosiAH  Symon. — Which  of 
the  three  interpretaticHis  of  the  basis  of 
fusion  is  the  correct  one? 

Senator  WALKER. — I  suggest  that  the 
honorable  senator  should  get  the  informa- 
tion he  requires  from  the  Government. 
When  we  find  that  such  men  as  Mr.  G.  H. 
Reid,  Mr.  Dugald  Thomson,  and  Mr. 
Bruce  Smith,  not  to  mention  others,  ap- 
prove of  what  has  been  done,  we  can  be 
content.  Honorable  senators  opposite  have 
sunk  the  fiscal  issue,  and  we  hare  been  .satis- 
fi^  temporarily  to  do  the  same.    There  is 


something  higher  than  fiscalism,  and  that 
higher  jwlicy  we  intend  to  pr<Mnote. 

Senator  McGregor. — "Down"  the 
Labour  party  ! 

Senator  WALKER.— Certainly  not ; 
but  I  want  to  ' '  down  ' '  the  politics  of  the 
Labour  party.  They  lost  <Mie  of  their  best 
men  recently  because  he  could  not  stand 
their  methods  any  tonicer.  Almost  all  the 
best  men  in  their  party  leave  them  after  a 
while.  Senator  Trenwith  was  once  one  of 
than. 

Sena^  Givens. — Even  the  devil  was  an 
angel  once. 

Senator  WALKER. — I  do  not  object 
to  being  called  a  member  of  the  anti- 
Socialist  party,  although  I  am  not  un- 
favorable to  one  kind  of  Socialism.    It  is 
a  peculiar  kind,  because  it  is  volimtaiy. 
I  refer  to  Christian  Socialism.    As  soon 
as  you  make  Socialism  compulsory  it  is  no 
longer  Christian,    ify  impression  is  that 
the  Labour  party  in  Australia  has  touched 
high-water  mark.    The  election  in  South 
Australia  quite  lately  confirms  that  belief. 
Singularly  enough  some  of  mv  Protectionist 
friends  consider  that  the  present  Gcn'em- 
ment  has  practically  nobbled  the  Protec- 
tionist party  in  the  interests    of  Free 
Trade,   while  Senator   Symon  seems  to 
be  under  the  impressicMi   that   the  Pro- 
tectionists have  nobbled  the  Free  Trade 
party.    Probably  neither  statement  is  true. 
Both  parties  are  maintaining  their  fiscal 
principles,  but  for  the  time  bong  have 
agreed  upon  a  common  platform  for  the 
benefit  of  the  country.      We  put  country 
above    party.     Some   of   my  honorable 
friends  strike  me  as  being  something  like 
the  person  referred  to  in  Bunyan's  Pil- 
grim's Progress,  as  Mr.  Facing -both -ways. 
We,    while   supporting   the  Govenunent, 
know  where  we  are.    Senator  Symon  re- 
ferred to  Confucius,  who,  he  told'  us,  said 
that  if  you  allow  a  man  to  spit  in  your 
face  and  do  not  resent  it,  he  will  '\cry 
likely  do  it  again.    Some  time  ago,  ho\v- 
ever,  I  was  reading  Waterton's  Travels  in 
South  America,  when  I  was  surjn-ised  to 
come  across  an  instance  to  the  opposite 
effect.      Waterloo,    with    his  comrades, 
met  an  uncivilized    party   of  aboriginals 
in  the  northern  part  of  South  Americ.n. 
He  walked  up  to  the  chief  unarmed,  seeins; 
that  the  man's  face  was  kindly  in  expres- 
sion.   When  he  got  near,  the  chief  forth- 
with spat  in  his  face.    Waterton  s;.w  that 
he  (lid  it  with  kindly  feeling,  and  -ipat 
back.    Thev  were  good  ^ffipPfl|w|k  once. 
That  incident  sHijai'gecttit&V^^^Jj^tment 
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as  Senator  S,Mnon  has  referred  to  is  in  some 
parts  of  tixs  world  regarded  as  a  compli- 
inoit.  EvCTy  one  here  kiK>ws  I  nave  al- 
ways been  an  individualist  in  politics. 
I  am  still.  I  think  that  if  a  man  has  the 
ability  which  enables  him  to  rise  he  has 
a  right  to  what  he  earns.  AUusicm  has 
been  made  to  the  "tart  shop."  Whatever 
my  faults  may  be,  no  one  can  truth- 
fully say  thai  since  I  have  been  in 
Parliament  I  "have  shown  any  desire 
to  secure  anything  for  myself.  I  do 
not  like  these  continual  allusions  to 
the  desire  of  politicians  to  secure  billets. 
I  take  it  that  we  are  sent  to  Parliament 
to  look  after  the  interests  of  the  country. 
If  a  politician  is  offered  <^ce  and  can  take 
it  hmorably,  he  has  a  right  to  do  so»  and 
(Hight  not  to  be  aspersed.  I  admired  the 
members  of  the  Labour  Government  in 
many  respects.  I  admired  much  of  their 
administration,  and  never  spoke  a  word  in 
disparagement  of  them  perscmally  in  their 
private  capacity.  But  my  good  opinion  of 
them  has  been  considerably  modified  by 
their  extraordinary  conduct  in  opposi- 
tion. It  looks  as  if  they  would  have 
liked  to  remain  in  office  a  little  longer. 
They  have  none  but  unkind  remarks  to 
make  concerning  those  who  put  them  out. 
But  those  who  ejected  the  late  Ministry 
did  so  in  the  interests  of  the  country,  ac- 
cording to  th«r  own  and  my  belief.  It  is 
not  a  personal  matter.  There  is  not  a  sen- 
ator with  whom  I  am  not  pleased  to  ^ake 
hands.  I  do  not  consider  that  Mr.  Deakin 
is  the  ne  plus  ultra  of  a  political  leader,  but 
under  the  circumstances  we  are  quite  justi- 
fied in  meeting  him  and  his  party  on  a 
common  ground  of  action  for  the  best  in- 
terests of  Australin,  as  we  conceive  them 
to  be. 

Debate  (on  motion  bv  Senator  Clemons) 
adjourned. 

Senate  adjourned  at  9.33  p.in. 
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Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  2.30 
p.m.,  and  read  prayers. 

MOTION   OF    WANT  OF 
CONFIDE  XCE. 
Debate  resumed  from  6th  July  (vide 
page  861).  on  motion  by  Mr.  Fisher — 

That  the  Government  does  not  possess  the  con- 
fidmce  of  this  House. 


Mr.  ATKINSON  (Wilmot)  [2.33].— I 
shall  do  my  best  to  comply  with  the  request 
made  by  the  Prime  Minister  yesterday,  by 
curtailing'  my  remarks  as  much  as  pos- 
sible, and  confining  them  strictly  to  the 
terms  of  the  motion.  Honorable  members 
must  therefore  excuse  me  if  I  do  not  dip 
deeply  into  the  records  of  the  past,  read- 
ing numerous  and  lengthy  quotaticms  from 
newspapers  and  other  sources,  such  as  we 
have  been  treated  to  during  the  currency 
of  the  debate  until  now.  In  proposing  the 
motion,  the  Leader  of  the  Oppositior 
stated  that  the  Govenmient  and  those  be. 
hind  it  do  not  represent  the  views  of  the 
majority  of  the  people,  and  that,  therefore, 
he  wishes  to  bring  the  House  before  the 
country  as  soon  as  possible.  I  hold,  on 
the  contrary,  that  we,  on  this  side,  repre- 
sent a  majority  both  of  those  inside 
and  outside  the  House.  The  h<morable 
member  also  complained  that  the  Labour 
party  was  put  out  of  office  before  he  had 
an  opportunity  to  explain  its  policy  to  the 
House.  It  seems  to  me  that  there  was  no 
need  for  explanation.  The  policy  of  the 
party  had  been  known  to  every  one  for  a 
considerable  length  of  time,  :ts  programme 
being  merely  the  setting  forth  of  proposi- 
tions which  the  Labour  leagires  had  already 
adopted  and  incorporated  in  the  platform 
of  the  party.  Furthermore,  I  understand 
that  the  members  of  the  Labour  party  ex- 
pressed a  desire  to  be  in  Opposition.  Why, 
then,  are  they  complaining  so  bitterly  now  ? 
The  fusion  at  which  they  carp  is  easily 
justified.  In  my  opinion,  it  will  result  in 
an  era  of  settled  and  good  govenunent. 
It  has,  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of 
this  Parliament,  divided  the  House  into 
two  parties,  and  made  what  is  known  as 
responsible  government  possible.  When 
the  last  elections  were  being  held,  it  was 
thought  that,  the  Tariff  wice  settled, 
there  would  be  nothing  to  prevent  all 
those  who  were  not  elected  as  Labour 
members  from  coming  into  the  one  camp. 
That  has  now  happened.  The  present 
juncture  is  a  most  critical  one.  We  have 
to  deal  with  questions  which  are  important, 
not  only  in  their  immediate  bearing,  but 
especially  as  they  concern  the  future.  If 
the  financial  question,  for  instance,  is  not 
settled  in  a  manner  equitable  to  the  Com- 
monwealth and  the  States  alike,  friction 
must  be  created,  which  may  make  it  im- 
possible to  have  anvthing  like  true  Federa- 
tion in  Australia  for  many  years  to  come. 

From  a  Government  compo-seiof  imoderate 
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and  progressive  men,  I  see  the  best  chance 
of  obtaining  a  fair  financial  arrangement. 
There  will  be  no  crippling  of  the  States, 
and  the  State  authorities  will  'not  take 
fright  at  what  wiil  be  proposed,  as  they 
have  had  reason  to  be  frightened  by  some 
of  the  propositions  which  have  ^anated 
from  honorable  gentlemen  now  sitting  on 
the  Opposition  bwiches. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — The  States  will 
never  get  such  favorable  terms  as  I  pro- 
posed to  give  to  them. 

Mr.  ATKINSON.— I  am  alluding  to 
the  pK^Kjsition  of  the  Leader  of  the  Op- 
position, that  the  States  should  receive  a 
fixed  sum  of  ;^5, 000,000  per  annum.  The 
people  expected,  when  voting  for  Federa- 
tion, that  the  C(»nmonwealth  Parliament 
would  deal  with  flnance,  defoice,  immigra- 
tion, and  other  questions  of  naticmal  im- 
portance in  a  national  spirit,  and  I  wel- 
come the  fusion,  because  I  think  that  it 
will  make  that  possible.  A  Government 
composed  as  the  present  Government  is  will 
prove  an  effective  check  on  the  extreme  and 
Socialistic  planks  in  the  Labour  party's 
programme;  and,  at  the  same  time,  open 
the  way  to  progressive  legislation.  When 
a  moticHi  such  as  this  is  launched  by  a 
leader  of  a  party,  we  have,  before  we  can 
support  or  oppose  it,  to  see  what  that  party 
is  aiming  zt ;  and,  to  my  mind,  the  aim  of 
the  Labour  party  is  Socialism.  Some  mem- 
bers of  that  party  have  distinctly  declared 
themselves  to  be  Socialists  ;  though  many  of 
them  have  said  they  are  not  of  that  school ; 
but  the  party  as  a  party  is  merely  what  the 
Political  Labour  Leagues  Hke  to  make  it. 
When  those  Leagues  meet,  and  there  is  a 
majority  in  favour  of  a  particular  plank, 
that  plank  becomes  part  of  the  programme ; 
and  members  who  are  not  prepared  to  sign 
the  new  platform  must  retire,  there  being 
manv  others  ready  to  take  thdr  places.  If 
members  of  the  party  are  not  absolute  So- 
cialists, they  vote  for  measures  which  pave 
the  way  for  the  introduction  of  that  bane- 
ful system.  It  is  easy  to  prove  that  So- 
cialism is  behind  the  Labour  movement  in 
Australia,  as  I  have  already  shown;  in- 
<Ved.  the  verv  notice-p-iper  of  the  House, 
during  last  session,  contained  ma^ny  So- 
cialistic propositions  by  members  of  the 
p.-irtv. 

Mr.  McDonald. — We  all  admit  it. 

Mr.  ATKINSON.  -One  plank  of  the 
Lalwur  partv,  T  believe,  was  at  one  time 
the  nationalization  of  all  means  of  produc- 
tion, distribution,  and  exchange :  but  that 
has  been  watered  down  now  to  the  nation- 


alization of  monopolies.  But  can  any  sane 
person  believe  that,  if  the  Labour  "party 
were  successful  in  nati<xializing  all  mwK^Kh 
lies,  the  system  of  nationalizaticm  would 
litop  there.  The  system  must  go  on  until 
«:verything  is  nationalized  ;  and  to  support 
rhis  contention  I  shall  read  what  the  honor- 
able member  for  Barrier  said,  speaking 
about  the  time  of  the  last  elections. 

Mr.  McDonald. — There  is  no  need  to 
jupport  the  ccmtention ;  we  all  admit  it. 

Mr.  ATKINSON.— I  am  showing  why  I 
oppose  the  motion  before  us.  coming  as  it 
does  from  a  party  the  members  of  which 
believe  in  Socialism.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Barrier  said — 

It  is  based  oo  social  growth.  It  is  the  com- 
mon holdin);  of  land  and  the  means  of  produc- 
tion and  exchange,  and  the  holding  of  them  for 
the  equal  benefit  of  all. 

The  honorable  member  for  South  Sydney, 
at  a  Labour  League  Conference,  held  just 
before  the  last  elections,  said — 

The  sooner  it  was  made  clear  that  the  move- 
ment  was  socialist  in  its  trend  and  intentions 
the  better.  It  would  be  the  wisest  thing  to 
make  it  a  sine  gua  non  that  those  who  came 
into  the  party  were  Socialists. 

Even  more  telling  are  a  few  words  uttered 
bv  Mr.  Scullen.  who  was  then  opposing  the 
present  Prime  Minister  at  Ballarat — 

He  did  not  wish  to  deceive  his  hearers  in 
the  slightest  degree,  bat  his  party  was  leadii^ 
direct  to  Socialism. 

That  gwtleman  is  now,  I  believe,  a  paid 
organizer  by  the  Labour  associations;  and 
the  quotations  I  have  read  show  that  if 
there  are  members  of  the  Labour  partv  in 
this  House  who  disown  Socialism,  there  are 
members  of  the  party  outside,  at  any  rate, 
who  intend  to  make  it  their  aim.  When 
one  thinks  of  such  questions  as  new  Protec- 
tion, immigraticHi,  and  other  measures  of 
the  sort,  which  are  accepted  by  honorable 
monbers  on  both  sides,  one  is  struck  by  the 
contrast  between  the  way  in  which  the'  pre- 
sent Government  intend  to  deal  with  them, 
and  the  way  in  which  they  are  regarded 
by  the  Op[x>sition.  As  to  new  Protection, 
there  is  an  effort  by  the  Government  to 
bring  the  policy  into  operation  bv  provid- 
ing that  each  State  shall  have  its  Wage-; 
Board,  or  Arbitration  Court,  which  shall 
hf  the  judge  as  to  all  local  industrial  condi- 
tions ;  whereas  the  Labour  party  desire  an 
alteration  of  the  Constitution,  whereby  there 
shall  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the'Fede- 
rnl  Arbitration  Court  the. power  to  inter- 
fTe  .md  deal  with  practirallv  all  the  in- 
dustrial life  of  the  Commonwealth. 
Mr.  King  CM^^^i^v^^^^je 
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Mr.  ATKINSON.  —  It  practically 
amounts  to  that.  I  hold  with  the  present 
Government  that  the  best  judges  of  prop«' 
conditions  of  labour  are  the  local  tribunals. 
These  have  a  better  chance  of  dealing  fairly 
as  between  employer  and  employed,  and 
securing  good  wages,  which,  after  all,  is 
the  object  of  the  new  Protection.  I  cannot 
see  why  there  should  be  the  alteration  of 
the  Constitution  desired ;  and,  in  my 
opinion,  there  must  be  some  ulterior  object 
in  the  demand  of  the  Labour  party  for 
new  Protection.  The  method  which  the 
Opposition  would  employ  is  a  fiUi- 
bustering  method,  as  compared  with  that 
which  the  present  Gov-ernment  would 
adopt  to  meet  the  difficulty.  Another 
contrast  is  shown  in  the  way  in  which 
the  Opposition  regard  the  question  of 
immigration.  They  will  have  no  immi- 
grants until  there  is  land  for  all  the  people 
coming  in ;  and  that,  I  regard  as  a  delight- 
ful bit  of  veiled  oppositicxi  to  a  policy 
which  is  urgently  required  in  Australia.  If 
anything  is  required  to-day,  it  is  people  of 
the  right  sort,  not  onlv  to  fill  up  the  Mnpty 
spaces,  but  to  enter  into  all  fcwros  of  in- 
dustrial life.  So  long  as  the  right  people 
come  in,  there  will  always  be  plenty  of  room 
for  them ;  they  will  be  no  burden  on  the 
community,  and  there  will  be  no  displace- 
ment of  th«>  workmen  already  here.  Such 
immigrants  would  soon  ao]uire  wealth  in  n 
country  that  offers  so  much  to  people  who 
come  to  it  with  good  character  and  a  desire 
to  get  on.  In  this  ccxinexion  the  Labour 
party  are  always  talking  about  a  land  tax, 
on  which  to  base  an  immigration  policy. 
They  are  also  going  to  obtain  re\-enue  from 
the  same  source.  When  asked  how  they 
would  finance  anv  large  scheme  put  for- 
ward by  them,  they  invariably  answer, 
"  By  means  of  a  land  tax."  In  this  way 
they  propose  to  obtain  the  most  diametri- 
cally opposite  results.  When  the  tax  was 
first  advocated,  we  were  told  that  it  would 
lead  to  the  subdivision  of  large  estates, 
and  that  it  was  not  likely  to  produce  much 
revenue.  But  honorable  members  of  the 
Labour  party  now  contend  that  it  would  be 
a  heavy  revenue- producing  item.  All  the 
land  alienated,  or  in  process  of  alienation, 
in  Australia  to-day  does  not  amount  to 
more  than  6^  per  cent,  of  the  total  terri- 
tory, and  while  this  reforming  party  in- 
tend to  direct  a  land  tax  at  that  propor- 
ticm.  no  one  knows  what  they  are  going  to 
do  in  regard  to  the  lands  remaining  un- 
alienated.   It  seems  to  me  that  a  progres- 


sive land  tax  would  not  lead  to  the  sub- 
division of  large  estates.  I  have  listened 
most  attentively  to  e^-ery  honorable  mem- 
ber who  has  touched  upon  this  question, 
and  hare  heard  from  the  Opposition  no 
cogent  reason  for  believing  that  the 
tax  would  have  that  effect.  Some  honor- 
able members  have  said  that  they  would 
impose  a  heavy  tax  on  unimproved  land. 
If  they  found  that  the  tax  did  not  lead 
to  the  subdivision  of  large  estates  and 
therefore  went  on  increasing  it  until  it 
amounted  to  something  like  is.  in  the  jQi, 
they  would  certainly  bring  atx>ut  the  dis- 
ruption of  the  estates.  In  that  way,  such 
estates  would  undoubtedlv  be  confiscated, 
because  their  total  annual  value  would  be 
eaten  up.  HonOTable  members  opposite 
might  just  as  well  talk  of  taking  the  land 
from  the  owners  as  to  propose  to  filch  it 
from  them  in  that  way. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — We  do  not  propose 
that.  .  * 

Mr.  Thomas. — The  Minister  of  Defence 
is  the  only  member  of  this  House  who  has 
advocated  that. 

Mr.  ATKINSON.— The  land  tax  in 
operation  in  New  Zealand  has  not  led  to 
the  subdivision  of  large  estates,  for  there 
are  more  large  holdings  there  to-dav  than 
there  are  in  Victoria.  New  Zealand  cer- 
tainlv  has  a  larger  territory  than  Victoria, 
but  honorable  members  of  the  Opposition 
are  never  tired  of  pointing  to  its  posi- 
tion as  a  shining  example  of  the  wi^om 
of  imposing  a  land  tax.  The  objections 
to  such  a  tax  are  legion,  but  I  do 
not  intend  to  say  more  at  present  than 
that  I  have  heard  nothing  in  this  House 
to  show  that  it  would  lead  to  the 
subdivision  of  large  estates.  Since  its  ad- 
vocates have  failed  to  prove  that  it  would, 
I  do  not  think  that  I  am  called  upon 
to  make  any  further  reference  to  it.  An- 
other subject  in  regard  to  which  the  Go- 
vernnient  and  the  Opposition  are  in  direct 
conflict  is  that  of  defence.  The  question 
may  be  divided  into  three  parts — land, 
coastal,  and  deep-sea  defence — and  the 
point  of  difference  between  the  Government 
and  the  Opposition  relates,  not  to  land  or 
coastal  defence,  but  to  our  first  line  of 
defence,  that  of  our  ocean-borne  com- 
merce. FrOTi  a  statement  made  swne 
two  or  three  months  ago  by  members  of 
the  present  Opposition,  I  gathered  that 
their  desire  is  to  create  a  deep-sea 
navy  for  Australia.  In  other  words,  (hey 
would  sav  to  Great  fixjtain.  "Do  not 
trouble  about  ti'^iiz^lheildOgie  We 
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shall  guard  them  with  battleships  oF  our 
own,  and  so  preserve  coramCTce  routes  for 
the  Empire.'*  Such  a  proposal  has  much 
to  recommend  it,  but  there  is  a  ".till  better 
scheme  for  effectively  checking  any  hostile 
raid — a  scheme  which  I  think  must  appeal 
even  more  strongly  to  the  patriotism  of 
the  people,  not  only  of  Australia, 
but  of  the  rest  of  the  Empire.  It 
would  also  give  us  better  value  for  our 
mwiey.  After  we  have  made  adequate 
provision  for  land  and  coastal  defence,  we 
should  contribute  our  share  to  the  mainten- 
ance of  an  Imperial  Xavy.  That  Navy 
would  be  controlled  by  one  central  authority  ; 
all  vessels  composing  it  would  be  built 
Recording  to  certain  approved  types,  and 
a  uniform  system  would  be  followed  in 
training  the  men  who  manned  them.  This 
would  not  interfere  with  the  full  develop- 
ment of  shipbuilding  or  of  maritime  pur- 
suits in  Australia.  Indeed,  it  would  open 
up  a  far  better  field  for  ambitious  Aus- 
tralians, since  they  would  not  be  confined 
to  ships  that  would  be  practically  chained 
to  these  seas. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — Will  the  hwiorablu 
gentleman  tell  us  what  he  thinks  of  the  two 
schemes  ? 

Mr.  ATKIXSON.  -Both  are  good,  but 
I  think  that  an  Imperial  Navy  as  our  first 
line  of  defence,  would  be  the  best  for  Aus- 
tralia. If  Great  Britain  is  to  retain 
supremacy  of  the  sea  she  must  maintain  the 
two-power  standard.  Until  recently  she 
has  been  able  to  keep  up  that  standard,  but 
shipbuilding  in  some  European  countries  is 
now  proceeding  so  nipidly  that  it  is  clear 
that  within  a  few  years  more  strenuous  ef- 
forts must  be  made.  The  people  of  Great 
Britain  are  now  contributing  i8s.  per  head 
to  the  cost  of  defence,  but  an  even  more 
strenuous  effort  is  necessary  if  the  two- 
power  standard  is  to  be  maintained.  It 
would  seem  that  such  a  standard  is  abso- 
lutely necessary,  and  if  Great  Britain  is 
unable  to  maintain  it.  surelv  the  rest  of  the 
"  Empire  should  be  "prepared  to  assist  her  to 
do  so.  In  that  way  we  should  secure  a 
navy  large  enough  to  protect  all  the  in- 
terests of  the  British  Empire — a  navv  which 
would  possess  advtmtagcs  over  and  above 
those  of  a  purely  Australian  Xavy.  Surely 
it  should  be  the  desire  of  Australia  to  re- 
main a  partner  in  the  greatest  national 
partnership  the  world  has  ever  known. 

Mr.  Batchelor.— Does  the  hcmorable 
member  ad\Yx:ate  the  gift  of  a  Dreadnought 
cverv  >-ear? 


Mr.  ATKIXSON.— Xo.  The  adoption 
of  the  systrai  I  have  suggested  would  be 
far  better  than  spasmodic  offers  of  a  Dread- 
nought. It  would  mean  ccRitinuous  Im- 
perial action,  and  would  lead  to  the  creation 
of  a  nan*  of  the  extent  and  caUtve  requisite 
for  the  absolute  protection  of  the  whole 
Empire.  How  could  an  Australian  Navy 
protect  the  trade  routes  of  the  Empire? 
Australia's  trade  alone  amounts  to  some- 
thing like  ^£170,000,000  per  annum,  and 
surely  that  is  worth  protecting.  But  what 
chance  should  we  have  of  protecting  it 
with  an  Australian  Navy  as  cc»np:ired  with 
a  grand  Imperial  Xavy  which  would  be 
staticmed  alwig  all  our  trade  routes.  While 
our  trade  remained  within  a  hundred  miles 
of  Australia  it  might  be  safe,  but  could  we 
hope  to  protect  it  a  thousand  miles  frcnt 
the  Australian  coast,  say,  for  instance,  en 
the  South  African  route?  It  seems  fo  uie 
that  we  must  agree  that,  so  far  as  our  Grst 
line  of  defence  is  concerned,  the  Imperial 
system  that  I  have  mentioned  promises  the 
best  results,  and  I  am  glad  that  ;he  Go- 
vernment intend  to  give  effect  to  it. 

Mr.  Batciielor. — Does  the  honorable 
member  proi:i(»e  that  we  slK>uld  increase 
the  sub«dy? 

Mr.  ATKIXSOX.  -We  should  not  onlv 
increase  the  subsidy  as  time  went  on.  but 
also  the  number  of  Australians  Vho  go  into 
the  British  Navy,  where  they  secure  the 
best  possible  training. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — Is  the  fusion  policy 
to  increase  the  subsidy  ? 

Mr.  ATKINSON.  —I  air.  not  in  posses- 
sion of  all  the  details  of  the  Government 
policy,  but  I  am  here  because  I  know  from 
their  manifesto  that  thev  intend  to  give  due 
tffect  to  the  Imperial  side  of  the  Defence 
problem.  We  heard  a  great  deal  from  the 
leader  of  the  OppositiMi.  when  proposing 
tlie  motion,  about  the  offer  of  a  Dread- 
nought. It  seems  to  me  that  the  Govern- 
ment have  done  a  verv  wise  thing,  and  I  am 
struck  by  tlie  difference  l>et\veen  their  action 
and  the  action  of  the  late  Government  in 
laving  liands  on  /"250.000  that  had  been 
put  into  a  Trust  Fund  by  Parliament  00 
the  word  of  a  Minister  that  it  would  be  kept 
intact  until  Parliament  directed  how  the 
nictfiev  was  to  be  employed.  The  present 
Government  have  pledged  the  country-  to  an 
expenditure,  let  us  say,  of  something  like 
^2,000,000  without  any  authority,  but  thev 
have  done  it  in  a  constitutional  way.  Tbe\' 
are  ready  to  take  the  consequences  of  thdr 
action,  and  are  risking  l^^jeVfffSKe  as 
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a  Government  upon  it.  There  is  no  cxwn- 
parison  whatever,  as  some  honorable  mem- 
bers opposite  seem  to  think,  between  that 
and  the  act  perpetrated  by  the  late  Govern- 
ment. If,  after  a  Minister  has  given  an  as- 
surance that  money  put  into  a  Trust  Fund 
will  not  be  touched  until  Parliamrat  has 
decided  how  to  spend  it,  his  successor  does 
not  c(»isider  himself  bound  by  that  promise, 
all  confidence  in  Ministerial  utterances  in 
this  House  will  be  destroyed,  confusion  will 
be  created,  and  business  will  no  longer  be 
conducted  according  to  the  best  methods  of 
British  parliamentary  history.  That  sort  of 
thing  is  utterly  different  from  pledging  the 
country  to  an  expenditure  of  ;£2,ooo,ooo 
in  the  gift  of  a  Dreadnought,  because  the 
Government  have  to  carry  that  through  the 
House  or  go  out  of  ofl5ce.  I  am  in  favour 
of  the  gift  of  a  Dreadnought  chieflv  be- 
cause it  gives  a  fillip  to  the  feeling  of  Im- 
perialism which  il  am  glad  to  see  growing 
throughout  the  Empire. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — Then  the  honorable 
member  is  against  what  was  done  by  the 
last  Government? 

Mr.  ATKINSON.  —  I  am  certainly 
against  their  action  in  seizing  that  mmey, 
because  thev  had  only  two  months  to  wait 
before  Parliament  met.  I  could  have 
understood  their  taking  actitm  if  it  had 
been  a  matter  of  great  urgencv  or  if  some 
despatch  requiring  secrecy  in  the  interests 
of  the  State  had  cCMue  from  the  Colonial 
Office,  but  to  allege  as  an  excuse  that  they 
are  not  bound  by  the  promise  of  their  pre- 
decessors is  simply  to  flout  the  House,  and 
certainly  lowers  my  opinion  of  the  adminis- 
trative power  and  ability  with  which  I  was 
once  ready  to  credit  the  other  side. 

Mr.  Storres. — The  present  Government, 
when  they  offered  a  Dreadnoughi^  had  only 
two  weeks  to  wait  before  the  House  met. 

Mr.  ATKINSON.- -But  the  House  has 
a  chance  to  deal  with  the  matter.  In  the 
other  case,  Parliament  did  not  have  a 
chance  to  meet  before  the  fund  was  drawn 
upon. 

Mr.  Fisher. — Nothing  of  the  kind. 

Mr.  ATKIXSON.~The  honorable  mem- 
ber's Government  ordered  two  or  three  tor- 
pedo boats,  and  proposed  to  take  that 
money,  or  a  portion  of  it.  to  pay  for  them. 

Mr.  Hutchison.  —  Whv  was  not  the 
House  consulted  about  the  offer  of  a 
Dreadnought  in  the  first  instance? 

Mr.  ATKINSON.— Because  the  Govern- 
ment took  action  on  their  own  authority, 
and  the  House  has  a  chance  to  back  them 


up  or  not,  as  it  chooses.  If  it  does  not 
back  them  up,  they  cease  to  exist  as  a  Go- 
vernment. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — In  the  one  case,  a 
definite  promise  was  broken,  in  the  other  it 
was  not. 

Mr.  ATKINSON.— That  puts  the  posi- 
tion in  a  nutshell.  If  the  sort  of  ad- 
ministration to  which  I  have  referred  is 
approved  of  by  hcmorable  membo-s,  then 
apparaitly  any  sort  of  administration  will 
do  for  them,  but  I  hope  it  will  not  suit  this 
side.  I  am  glad  the  Prime  Minister  took 
action  as  quickly  as  he  did  in  offering  a 
Dreadnought.  We  have  nr,arked  evidence 
that  the  spirit  of  Impeiialism  is  growing, 
in  the  fact  that  it  is  now  proposed  to  have 
an  Imperial  land  force,  in  the  proposal  to 
hold  a  Defence  Conference  in  London,  and 
in  the  recent  Press  Conference.  It  is  also 
evidenced  by  the  fact  that  for  many  years 
past,  whenever  Great  Britain  has  been  in 
trouble,  any  assistance  required  has  always 
been  spontaneously  offered  by  this  and  other 
parts  of  the  Empire.  Those  instances 
show  that  when  the  people  are  thus  ap- 
pealed to,  not  only  their  heart  but  their 
reason  responds.  When  the  public  really 
grasp  the  idea  which  underlies  Im- 
perialism, we  shall  have  a  cement  that  will 
bind  the  Empire  tighter  and  more  naturally  . 
than  anything  at  present  in  existence,  and 
which  will  long  preserve  it.  The 
best  authorities  place  the  beginning  of 
the  British  Empire  about  1606,  when 
English  people  founded  the  colony  of 
Virginia.  It  grew  rapidly  during  the 
seventeenth  century,  and  even  more  rapidly 
during  the  eighteenth.  It  has  been  a  great 
agent  of  civilisation  wherever  it  has  ex- 
tended;  it  has  spread  justice,  and  it  has 
conferred  freedom.  We  should  be  proui 
to  maintain  it  in  all  its  greatness,  and  one 
of  the  best  ways  to  achieve  that  cijject  will 
be  to  instil  the  spirit  of  Imperialism  into 
the  people.  I  hope  that  our  dele- 
gates at  the  Imperial  Defence  Con- 
ference will  be  able  to  infuse  into 
all  the  delegates  from  the  other  parts 
of_  the  Empire  the  same  spirit  as 
animates  them.  If  so,  we  shall  have 
Canada  and  South  Africa,  which  has 
lately  becwne  united,  also  desirous  of 
playing  their  part  in  Imperial  affairs. 
In  time  we  shall  probably  have  an  exe- 
cutive body  controlling  those  affairs. 
When  we  get  that,  and  every  member  of 
the  Empire  is  doing  its  part. 'the  Imperial 
system  will  be  safe.  The  British  Empire 
will  then  be  ablgicRDE^ffef-aQH^Qront  to 
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its  enemies,  and  will  continue  from  century 
to  century  maintaining  and  improving  its 
position.  I  hope  that  the  reasons  which  I 
have  given  will  appear  to  others,  as  they 
appear  to  me,  to  justify  my  action  in  vot- 
ing against  the  motion  of  want  of  con- 

fifKHCe. 

Mr.  MATH  E  WS  (Melbourne  Ports) 
— I  suppose  that  even  the  represen- 
tatives of  the  people  must  occasionally  con 
sider  the  interests  of  those  who  sent  them 
here.  Indeed,  my  experience  is  that  the 
majority  has  always  been  ready  to  pay  at- 
tention to  those  who  are  its  masters.  At 
the  present  time,  however,  we  are  being  told 
by  Ministerialists,  and  by  the  newspaper 
organs  which  support  the  Government,  that 
the  terrible  party  of  which  I  have  the 
hcmour  to  be  a  member  is  retarding  Jegisla- 
tion  which  should  be  passed  in  the  interests 
of  the  people.  I  confess  that,  if  there 
were  ^he  remotest  chance  of  such  legisla- 
tion being  passed,  not  a  moment  of  the 
time  of  the  Parliament  would  be  occupied 
bv  me.  But  it  is  well  known  to  all  that 
this  debate  was  inevitable,  and  not  a  waste 
of  time.  In  the  interests  of  good  govern- 
ment, it  is  necessar)  to  have  an  expres- 
sion of  the  opiniOTs  of  those  who  are  sup- 
posed to  represent  the  people,  though  in 
most  cases  they  do  not.  What  hypocrisy  it 
is  to  characterize  the  present  debate  as  a 
waste  of  time ! 

Mr.  McWiLUAMS. — Does  the  honorable 
member  desire  a  dissolution  ? 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— Certainly.  I  know 
that  if  a  general  election  were  held,  1 
should  be  returned  by  a  thumping  ma- 
jority. The  Government,  and  the  press 
which  supports  it,  are  trying  to  make  the 
people  believe  that  we,  on  this  side,  are 
wasting  time  by  pre\'enting  the  introduc- 
ti<Mi  of  necessary  and  bwieficial  legislation. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  however.  Ministers 
should  be  thankful  to  us  for  what  we  are 
doing.  They  know,  and  we  know,  that 
they  will  not  be  ready,  for  six  weeks  to 
rornc,  to  present  legislative  proposals  likely 
to  benefit  the  Commonwealth. 

Mr.  Hedges. — Is  that  why  the  motion 
was  proposed  ? 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— Certainly  not.  As 
the  Government  and  its  servile  maioritv  are 
nware.  the  Labour  partv  will  dn  nothin;^  t » 
help  them,  and.  of  course.  do;>s  not  exnect 
their  assistance.  This  Parliament  is  a 
dving  one,  and,  at  the  best,  cannot  do  more 
than  square  .its  finances,  and  make  better 
industrial  arrangements  for  the  future  than 
wc  have  had  in  the  past.    The  Treasurer 


has  admitted  that  he  cannot  present  his 
Budget  until  towards  the  end  of  August, 
which  is  seven  or  eight  weeks  hence.  This, 
we  have  been  told,  is  to  be  a  session  of 
finance.    Of  course,  every  session  is  to  be 
more  important  than  its  predecessca* ;  that 
is  the  usual  clap-trap  for  the  occasicxi,  and 
the  Government  is  repeating  it  now.  Min- 
isters tell  us  that  they  are  determined  lo 
deal  successfully  with  the  financial  ques- 
tion, and  that  to  it  will  the  energies  of 
Parliament  be  chiefly  devoted.    There  is 
also  the  great  industrial   question   to  be 
solved.    With  that  I  am  more  concerned. 
I  do  not  pretend  to  be  a  financier.  Having 
been  reared  in  a  workshop,  and  not  in  a 
bank,  mv  forte  is  not  finance.   But  many  of 
those  who  are  supposed  to  be  financiers 
seem  to  me  to  be  not  much  better  versed  in 
finance  than  I  am.    At  any  rate,  whatever 
financial  knowledge  they  haxe  is  concealed 
from  their  fellow  members.    I  know,  how- 
ever, that  the  workers  and  the  commercial 
and  business  men  in  the  community  desire 
a  settled  industrial  policy.     Both  those 
who  have  money  invested  in  either  small 
or  large  businesses,  and  their  employes, 
wish  to  know  bow  they  are  to  stand  in  the 
future.    Seeing  that  the  two  great  ques- 
tions of  the  session  are  involved  in  finan- 
cial and  industrial  legislaticm,  and  that  we 
cannot  expect  any  finandal  proposal  for 
another  six  or  seven  weeks,  while  there  is 
no  hope  at  all  of  obtaining  useful  indus- 
trial proposals  from  a  Ministry  c(Histituted 
as  this  is,  there  would  be  no  waste  of  time 
if  the  debate  occupied  much  longer  than 
it  is  likely  to.  The  Government  programme 
speaks  of  the  appointment  of  an  Inter- 
State  Conmiission.      The  only  merit  of 
that  appointment  would  be  that  it  would 
provide  good  billets  for  a  number  of  per- 
sons.   As  a  matter  of  fact,  it  will  be  so 
expensive  that  the  Treasurer  will  have  to 
seriously  consider  how  it  can  be  financed. 
Then  the  powers  to  be  given  to  it  are  to 
be  so  large  as  to  practically  make  Uus 
Parliament  useless.    As  a  matter  of  fact, 
T  think  the  public  would  benefit,  rather 
than  be  harmed,  if  we  did  shut  up  for  a 
rime.    The  appointment  of  an  Inter-State 
C<Mnmission  would,  in  no  sense,  benefit 
the  workers.    Ministers  must  admit  that  I 
have  no  wish  to  say  nasty  things,  but  I 
am  constrained  to  ask  how  my  constituents 
can  expect  beneficial  legislation  from  a  Go- 
vernment whose  Ministers  hold  views  so 
contrarv  that  it  is  next  to  impossU>le, 
especiallv  in  industrial  matters,  to  fix  upon 
any  point  of  ag.J«n™t^  1^^.  I» 
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my  opinion,  the  Government  does  not 
iwssess  the  confidence  of  the  House.  Nearly 
half  of  its  supporters  sit  behind  it,  not 
in  the  hope  of  passing  legislation  which 
will  benefit  Australia,  but  to  save  their 
political  skins.  They  know  that  they  have 
to  fight  the  Labour'  party,  and  to  make 
themselves  safe  at  the  ccming  eiecti(Wi 
they  have  agreed  to  a  fusion,  no  matter 
what  iis  effects  may  be  upcHi  legislaticm. 
We  axe  told  that  we  are  squealing  because 
our  Government  M'ere  removed  from  office. 
The  supporters  of  the  Government,  and  the 
Government  themselves,  know  well  that 
men  who  are  highest  in  the  Labour  party 
might  have  enjo>ed  the  sweets  of  office 
long  ago,  had  they  so  wished.  As  a  new 
man,  with  no  chance  or  hc^  of  office,  I 
think  I  may  say  that  men  in  our  party 
who  are  recognised  as  stnxig  men  of  the 
House  might  have  become  Ministers  had 
they  thought  fit. 

Mr.  Hans  Irvine. — No  hope! 

Mr.  MATHEWS— The  honorable  mem- 
ber knows  that  there  could  have  been  n 
coalition  of  Liberals  and  the  Labour 
party,  and  that  the  latter  could  have  do- 
minated by  numbers  both  in  the  House  and 
in  the  Ministry.  Honorable  members  op- 
posite have  been  saying,  both  inside  ai.d 
out  of  this  House — and  so  have  the  news- 
papers that  support  them — that  the  Labour 
party  are  squealing;  but,  as  a  matter  of 
fact^  it  is  Aot  a  squeal  of  defeat,  but  a  howl 
at  the  treacher\'  that  has  been  perpetrated. 
While  the  Prime  Minister  is  not  a  mem- 
ber of  our  party,  I,  for  some  twenty-two 
years,  have  regarded  him  as  a  politician 
and  an  individual  whom  I  personally  could 
respect.  I  have  been  abused,  by  those  who, 
it  now  appears,  knew  better  than  I  did,  for 
the  strong  support  and  sympathy  I  extendi^  1 
10  the  honorable  gentleman  ;  and  I  have  to 
admit  now  that  I  was  wron;^  —that  what 
they  said  the  luinorable  ^rentleman  was 
capable  of  n*as  true,  and  thnt  what  I  ex- 
pected from  him  as  a  man  and  a  politician 
I  might  expect  in  vain.  I  have  wasted 
some  months  in  reading  Hansard  in  view 
of  this  i>articular  debate,  so  that  I  might 
he  able  out  of  the  Prime  Minister's  own 
mouth  to  prove  th^t  he  was  not  what  my 
friends  said  he  was ;  but  I  find 
that  it  is  possible  to  make  any  - 
thing  one  likes  from  his  utterance.';. 
I  might  say  that  n  speech  of  his  meant  a 
rertain  thing,  but  lie  could  refer  me  tn 
sonething  he  had  said  just  prior,  and,  if 
that  failed,  to  something  he  said  after- 


wards, or  might  tell  me  I  had  overlooked 
a  comma  or  misconstrued  his  meaning.  I 
have,  therefaie,  to  admit  that  I  cannot 
bring  evidence  out  of  the  Prime  Minister'^ 
on-n  mouth  to  prove  that  my  friends'  con- 
demnation of  him  was  wrong.  I  am  no\. 
speaking  of  the  hcHiorable  gentleman  en- 
tirely as  a  politician,  but  in  the  future  I 
shall  endeavour  to  think  of  him  only  as  a 
person  with  all  his  known  graciousness. 
Quite  lately  in  this  House  I  mistakenly  in- 
terjected that  I  wished  I  were  endowed 
with  his  eloquence.  In  a  farce  ivhicli  j 
once  saw,  the  low  comedian  said  of  the 
leading  lady,  "Oh,  she  says  nice  things 
so  nicely"  ;  but  the  Prime  Minister  goes  one 
better,  and  can  say,  not  only  nice  things, 
but  nasty  things,  nicely.  It  is  of  no  use 
my  attempting,  by  quotations  from  the 
Prime  Minister's  speeches,  to  prove  that  the 
stnnd  he  takes  now  is  one  he  should  not 
take ;  but  1  should  like  to  refer  to  one  or 
two  remarks  of  his  during  the  debate  on 
the  no-confidence  motion  moved  by  the 
right  honorable  member  ft-.r  East  Sjdney, 
in  regard  to  the  financial  policy  of  the 
Deaktn  Ministry-.  The  speech  the  Prime 
Minister  then  made  was  only  another  splen- 
did piece  of  eloquence,  piled  on  others 
which  we  have  heard,  but  the  outcome  of 
which  has  always  been  nil.  The  honorable 
gentleman,  in  the  course  of  that  no-con- ' 
fidence  debate,  said — 

T  am  not  standing  here  to  point  the  finger 
of  reproach  at  any  one.  In  this  House  we 
all  have  to  accept  our  share  of  responsibility 
in  an  extremely  diflScuIt  situation. 

)'L\-en  then  the  honorable  gentleman  was 
looking  forward  to  a  more  difficult  situatim 
than  that  which  had  arisen.  At  this  stage 
of  the  speech  the  then  Leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition interjected— 

I  shall  put  on  a  band  of  crape  for  the  Prime 
Minister  ! 

To  that  tlie  Prime  .Minister  replied — 

I  am  sure  the  right  honorable  member  would 
(In  that  with  the  greatest  of  plensure;  and  it. 
would  cause  no  teart  of  mine. 

The  present  Prime  Minister,  it  would  ap- 
pear, never  had  any  desire  or  wish  for 
office,  although,  strange  to  say,  he  has  been 
in  office  almost  continuously.  The  hon- 
orable gentleman  oxitinued — 

Mav  I  point  out  that  thi«  \%  one  of  those 
occasions  on  which  we  mav  freely  ond  frankly 
consider  a  situation  that  is  usually  outside  the 
scope  of  our  debates. 

The  h<»ioTabIe  gentleman  has  said  that 
often ;  there  newr  has  been  a  situation  that 
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he  did  not  consider  extraordinary — <Kie  that 
had  never  occurred  before.  He  went  on— 
If  any  one  in  this  House  can  show  a  better 
solution  of  the  problem  of  parties  than  at 
present  exists,  I,  for  one,  am  not  going  to  be 
an  opponent  of  the  proposition. 

It  will  be  seen  that  even  during  that  de- 
bate— with  all  the  bitter  anathemas  that 
were  hurled  at  him  from  this  side— <he 
honorable  goitleman  was  i»eparing  him- 
self for  the  future,  so  that,  when  any 
proposition  were  majde  to  him,  he  might 
again  take  the  mantle  on  his  shoulders, 
and  continue  as  Prime  Minister  of  Aus- 
tralia. At  this  point  the  honorable  man- 
ber  for  South  Sydney  interjected— 

This  comer  will  not  be  I 

This  inferred  that  we  then  felt,  as  we 
feel  now,  the  position  not  to  our  liking. 
The  direct  Opposition  is  our  proper  place, 
where  we  feel  we  can  do  more  in  the  in- 
terests  of  the  public ;  hence  the  present 
motitxi.    The  Prime  Minister  oontinued — 

Exactly.  Here  we  have,  at  least,  four  par- 
ties— 

The  htmorable  gentleman  admitted  that 
there  were  four  parties — 
and  it  is  highly  desirable,  in  the  interests 
of  Parliamentary  business — in  the  interests  of 
its  dignity  and  order — that  all  groups  should, 
if  possible,  come  within  two  main  parties.  _  No 
one  disputes  or  denies  that  view.  It  is  obvious. 
But,  on  the  other  hand,  there  must  be,  at  any 
particiilar  juncture,  some  goveminn  principle 
which  really  separates  us  into  those  two  divi- 
sions. 

What  governing  principle  separates  the  two 
parties  in  the  House  to-day?  Who  but 
the  honorable  member  for  Bendigo.  even 
since  the  time  I  came  into  the  House, 
has  fought  the  Prime  Minister  from  his 
position  in  the  Opposition  comer?  It  was 
only  on  very  rare  occasions  that  the  honor- 
iible  member  for  Bendigo  extended  any  help 
to  the  Democratic  legislation  which  the 
Prime  Minister  was  endeavouring  to  pass 
with  the  support  of  the  Labour  party.  How 
hare  the  mighty  fallen  !  Victorians  at  one 
time  looked  on  the  honorable  member  for 
BendigD  as  one  of  the  Democrats  of  the 
State;  but  only  on  one  occasion  do  I  re- 
member his  extending  any  support  to  the 
Liberal  Prime  Minister,  and  that  was  when 
the  right  hcmorable  member  for  East  Syd- 
ney submitted  his  motion  of  no-confidence. 
At  that  time  the  honorable  member  for 
Bendigo  evidently  was  of  opinion  that  thf 
financial  policy  of  the  Government  was  all 
'right,  because  he  voted  against  the  motion. 
Mr.  Hedges. — He  wished  to  look  fur- 
'^er  ahead. 


Mr.  MATHEWS.— Exactly.  It  is  not 
hard  to  see  why  he  could  see  no  reason  fc<r 
voting  against  the  present  Prime  Minister. 
At  that  time  the  honorable  member  for  Ben- 
digo was  sitting  in  the  Oppositiwi  corner, 
the  members  of  which  could  not  agree  on 
a  policy ;  and  the  hcxiorable  membw  foe 
Parramatta  and  the  right  hooorable  mem- 
ber for  Swan  failed  to  bring  about  a  fusioD 
of  parties,  thus  leaving  the  right  honorable 
member  for  East  Sydney  on  his  "kme- 
some."  The  honorable  member  fw  Bot- 
(ligo  jjossibly  saw  that  if  that  motifMi  of  no- 
confidence  were  successful  he  would  i»ot  be 
in  the  Ministry,  and,  therefore,  be  sap- 
ported  the  present  Prime  Minister. 
What  is  the  great  dividing  line  o* 
principle  between  the  honorable  mem- 
I  er  for  B  a  1  larat  and  t  he  honoraW*" 
member  for  Bendigo?  If  such  a  line 
existed  then,  surely  it  must  exi>t  now- 
As  a  Victorian  1  know  that  the  political 
[>;)inions  of  the  people  of  Bendigo  and 
Itallnrat  are  identical,  and  I  well  remem- 
ber the  attitude  of  the  different  parties  it 
the  last  genera!  election.  The  honorable 
member  for  Bendigo  was  then  opposed  to 
the  lionornble  member  for  Ballarat. 

Sir  John  Qvick. — -N'o. 

Mr.  NLVFHKWS.  —  The  hooorable 
memlxT  on  his  re-election  Stowed  his  friend- 
liness to  the  Deakin  Government  In-  »tting 
in  the  Opposition  corner. 

Sir  John  Quick. — I  told  my  constitu- 
ents that  I  should  sit  there  if  rcf-elected. 

^Ir.  MATHEWS.— Unfortunately  ff* 
all  of  us  the  iKX)ple  of  Australia  have  an 
excellent  political  menwry,  and  even  if 
thev  li.ul  not  thev  would  find  in  Hansati 
a  full  report  of  any  statement  ma<]e  in 
this  House.  Some  honorable  members 
also  have  an  unfortunate  haUt  of  preserv- 
ing newspaper  reports  of  political  speeches 
and  although  the  Labour  party  have  not 
the  support  of  a  daily  newspaper,  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Ballarat  and  the  honor- 
able member  for  Bendigo  must  admit  that 
there  are  in  this  State  newspapers  entirriy 
in  sympathy  w^ith  them,  both  pc^tically 
and  personally.  That  being  so,  we  mav 
assume  that  reports  of  their  utterances 
which  appear  in  those  newspapers  are 
fairly  accurate,  and  when  such  reports  an* 
not  contradicted  we  must  accept  them.  In 
days  gone  by  the  present  Prime  Mini.stef 
and  the  Postmaster-General  were  consid- 
ered to  share  the  same  political  c^inions. 
and  since  they  are  now  in  the  one  Ministrv. 
it  must  be  assumed  thY-~tjMX/3Ki,  still  in 
agreement.    WWi^yAn^Qgl^.  that 
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for  a  period  of  two  >ears  the  honorable 
member  for  Bendigo  fought  streniKMisly 
against  almost  every  proposal  sutxnitted  by 
the  Deakin  Government,  what  are  we  to 

think  ? 

Sir  John  Quick. — I  did  rot.  I  voted 
on  the  Tariff  no  less  than  175  times  with 
the  Deakin  Government. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — And  how  many  times 
against  them? 

Sir  John  Quick. — Thirty-five. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— As  a  Protectionist, 
I  have  no  pleasure  in  recalling  the  many 
occasions  on  which  the  hcxiorable  member 
was  not  present  in  this  House  to  vote  on 
Tariff  questions.  As  Chairman  of  the 
T.irift  Commission,  he  was  regarded  as  one 
cf  ihe  staunchest  Protectionists  in  Victoria, 
but  in  some  cases  he  neither  voted  nor 
'paired  in  favour  of  the  Government.  Dur- 
ing the  consider:! tion  of  the  Tariff,  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Hume,  as  a  member  of 
the  Deakin  Government,  sat  here  day  after 
day,  and  night  after  night,  doing  the  work 
of  three  Ministers  and  fighting  for  the 
policy  of  ProtectitKJ,  while  the  present 
Postmaster-General,  on  manv  occasions, 
was  not  present  to  give  him  the  assistance 
that  he  might  well  have  expected  from  hin:. 
I  say  without  fear  of  contradiction  that 
there  is  in  reality  a  great  dividing  line  be- 
tween the  Prime  Minister  and  the  Post- 
master-General. It  existed  during  the  life 
of  the  Deakin  Govt'rnment  -  when  tlie  hon- 
orable member  for  Bendigo  sat  in  the  Op- 
position corner— and  il  exists  to-day. 
Whilst  on  the  surface  it  would  seem  that 
th«r  differences  ha\e  been  smoothed  away, 
there  is  in  fact,  as  the  Prime  Minister  him- 
self has  said,  a  clear  cut  issue  between 
them.  It  existed  eight  months  ago,  and 
it  still  exists.  On  the  occasion  to  which 
I  ha\-e  already  referred,  the  present  Prime 
Jlinister  said— 

If  that  principle  does  not  exist,  the  alliance 
is  merely  artificial,  and  is  not  only  not  worth 
ihe  paper  it  is  written  on,  if  it  be  written, 
or  the  word  spoken,  but  is  absolutely  injuri- 
ous. 

The  right  hmiorable  member  for  Swan  in- 
terjected, "  That  is  about  the  position,  is  it 
not?"  and  the  riffht  honorable  member  for 
East  Sydnev,  who  occasionally  gets  in  a 
cutting  interjection,  inquired — 

What  is  the  princinle  which  i^roups  the  Go- 
vernment and  the  Labour  party? 

The  Prime  Minister  continued  — 

I  quite  agree  with  my  right  honorable  friend, 
the  tnember  for  Swan.  I  sny  that  unitv — that 
is  to  the  extent  of  having  two  parties  m  this 
House,  for  there  must  always  be  at  least  two — 


is  highly  desirable.  But,  all  the  world  over, 
the  modem  tendeucy  appears  to  be  to  depart 
further  and  further  from  the  old  system,  under 
which  there  were  only  two  parties,  although 
many  minor  divisions.  The  old  system  appears 
to  have  ^ne ;  it  has  gone  in  Great  Britain  and 
France,  is  gone,  or  going,  in  Germany,  and  is 
threatened  even  in  the  United  States,  in  spite 
of  the  vast  machinery  which  makes  it  so  di?S- 
cult  for  independent  parties  to  spring  up.  It 
seems  to  me,  therefore,  inevitable  that  we  shall 
have  to  deal  with  more  than  two  groups  or 
parties,  whichever  we  mav  term  them. 

Mr.  Batchelor.— There  are  far  more 
now  on  the  Government  side  of  the  House. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— Th;it  was  the  opin- 
ion expressed  by  the  Prime  ifinister  in 
October  last,  and  he  was  evidently  pie- 
paring  to  get  away  from  his  own'  utter- 
ances.   He  continued — 

Then  there  arises  the  almost  irresistible  temp- 
tation to  endeavour  to  form  a  majority  which 
shall  be  able  to  carry  on  the  Government  of 
the  day  in  some  kind  of  unity. 

He  was  preparing  for  scwne  sort  of  unity — 

We  have  seen  that  tried  in  several  of  the 
States  lately  with  by  no  means  brilliant  suc- 
cess. 

In  the  midst  of  his  many  Federal  duties 
the  honorable  gentleman  finds  time  to  keep 
himself  conversant  with  the  details  of  State 
politics,  and  no  one  knows  better  than  he 
does  what  has  been  the  outcome  of  fusions 
in  State  Parliaments  during  the  last  few 
years — 

Where  the  union  is  not  vital  or  permanent,  or 
where  it  arises  out  of  a  contingency,  it  -  will 
cease  on  a  contingency. 

I  wonder  what  are  the  fwlin^js  of  honor- 
able members  sitting  behind  the  Govern- 
ment as  to  the  possibilitv  of  a  contingencv 
.irising  even  during  the'  life  of  this  Par- 
liament, to  say  nothing  of  what  may  hap- 
pen after  it  is  dissolved.  With  their 
knowledge  of  the  present  Prime  Minister 
and  of  the  component  parts  of  the  party 
now  behind  him,  how  can  honorable  mem- 
bers really  have  any  confidence  in  the  Min- 
istry? The  honorable  member  for  Robert- 
son smiles  in  that  genial  wav  peculiar  to 
him,  and  I  am  remifided  of  the  opinion 
which  he  recently  expressed  through  the 
columns  of  a  certain  newspaper  in  regard 
to  the  present  fusion. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis. — I  still  have  that 
opinion 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— It  is  shared  bv 
others  sitting  behind  the  Government.  We 
point  to  that  fact  in  support  of  our  con- 
tention that  no  waste  of  time  is  involved' 
in  the  submission  of  such^a  motion  as  that 
now  under  consf^^f^^<^^©^^fFerinB- 
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certain  honorable  members  opposite  an 
opportunity  to  candidly  say  to  their  con- 
stituents that  they  have  no  confidence  in 
the  Ministry.  There  are  sMne  nine  honor- 
able members  sitting  behind  the  Govern- 
ment wiio,  while  having  no  sympathy  with 
the  Labour  party,  have  still  less  for  the 
Ministry.  They  know  that  we  are  hraiest 
and  candid  in  regard  to  the  opinions  that  we 
hold,  and  that  the  Government  behind 
whom  they  are  sitting  are  simply  humbug- 
ging them.  Whilst  they  may  profess  to 
have  no  sympathy  with  us,  I  am  satisfied 
that  when  ccwnmuning,  one  with  another, 
they  admit  that  we  know  what  we  want 
and  mean  what  we  say,  whereas 
the  Government  do  not  honestly  in- 
tend to  propose  any  legislation  that  will  be 
really  beneticial-to  the  people  of  Australia. 
So,  while  the  outcome  of  the  present  mo- 
tion may  not  prove  our  assertion,  there  is 
every  e^-idence  that  the  Government  have 
not  the  confidence  of  the  majority  of  the 
members  of  the  House.  It  may  be  said 
with  truth  that  at  no  time  during  the 
exist«ice  of  the  Federal  Parliament  has 
any  Government  had  the  entire  confidence 
of  a  maioritv  of  the  House,  but  previous 
Governments  have  had  it  on  cardinal  prin- 
ciples, or  they  would  not  have  remained  on 
the  Treasury  bench.  Even  on  primary 
principles,  liowever,  it  is  not  true  of  the 
present  Government.  Getting  down  to  the 
primary  ideas  of  honorable  members  on 
that  side,  they  have  really  nothing  in  ccwn- 
mon,  and,  according  to  the  views  which 
they  put  before  their  constituents  at  the 
last  election,  there  are  about  four  parties 
among  them  now.  The  right  honorable 
member  for  East  Sydney,  who  had  a  large 
party  behind  him  at  that  time,  and  his 
lieutenant,  the  honorable  member  for  Parra- 
matta,  and  another  estimable  gentleman 
and  a  strong  advocate  of  that  party's  views 
in  the  person  of  the  honorable  member  for 
North  Sydney,  all  claimed  at  the  last  elec- 
tion that  they  were  fighting,  not  only  the 
Labour  party,' but  erery  man  who  was  in  any 
way  associated  with  the  Labour  party  in 
politics.  Bitterly  as  they  fought  us  at  that 
time,  they  knew  well  that  they  were  fight- 
ing the  whole  of  the  following  of  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Ballarat.  Yet  now  there 
sits  behind  the  Government  a  composition 
including  the  party  from  Western  Australia 
— the  right  honorable  member  for  Swan 
and  his  following,  which  consists  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Fremantle — and 
parties  fron  Tasmania  and  South  Aus- 
^^Ulia.  The  right  honorable  member  for 
Vr.  Mathevis. 


Swan  and  the  honorable  member  for  Fre- 
mantle fought  our  party  bitterly  at  the  last 
election.  In  fact,  the  right  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Swan  might  have  had  a  walk-o^w 
but  for  his  energetic  interference  in  the 
political  situation  in  his  State.  He  was 
looking  for  a  fight  and  got  it.  I  do  Dot 
know,  fmn  what  I  have  heard  since,  that 
he  appreciated  that  fight  too  well,  for  when 
he  got  a  thundering  blow  he  objected.  TTjc 
right  honorable  member  must  have  thought 
there  was  a  likelihcod  of  his  being  kncx:ke(l 
out  in  the  fight,  because,  he  appealed  to  the 
electors  of  Swan  to  remember  how  he  had 
served  their  fathers  and  their  grand- 
fathers. His  appeal  was  quite  pathetic  I 
remember  reading  in  a  Western  Australian 
newspaper — not  a  Labour  paper,  but  one 
Avhich  supported  the  right  honorable  mem- 
ber, and  had  nothing  twt  friendly  remarks 
to  niake  on  any  act  of  his,  no  matter  how 
foolish — how  the  right  Bonorable  member 
appealed  to  his  electors  to  be  allowed  to 
continue  to  serve  them  in  the  Parliament  of 
Australia,  in  memory  of  the  ser^-ices  which 
he  had  rendered  to  their  fathers  and  grand- 
fathers in  the  past.  I  hope  that  at  the  next 
election  he  will  have  to  appeal  to  the  great 
grandchildren  of  those  who  returned  him 
before,  and  will  not  meet  with  so  mudi 
success  as  on  the  last  occas:on.  But  the 
politics  which  he  and  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Fremantle  advocated  then,  and  fte 
pledges  which  they  gave,  had  nothing  in 
common  with  the  politics  and  pledges 
placed  before  the  people  of  New  South 
Wales  by  those  honorable  members  who 
were  then  sitting  with  the  right  honorable 
member  for  East  Sydney  in  Opposition, 

Sir  John  Forr-est. — We  were  both 
opposed  to  the  Labour  partv. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— T  admit  that,  but, 
.apart  from  that  one  little  sandflv  in  the 
ointment,  they  had  nothing  in  common, 
as  was  proveid  in  the  Hnuse  qftprwnrds 
when  the  right  homrable  member  for  East 
Sydney  moved  a  motion  of  censure  on  tf* 
Deakin  Government,  and  the  n:embers  in 
the  Opposition  comer  refused  to  follow 
him.  To  prove  further  that  there  was  no- 
thing in  common  between  the  right  honor- 
able member  for  Swan  and  the  honorable 
member  for  Fremantle  on  the  one  hand, 
and  the  lionorable  member  for  Baltarat  and 
his  following  on  the  other,  when  the  Leader 
of  the  Labour  partv  informed  the  honor- 
able member  for  Ballarat  that  that  parlv 
could  no  longer  support  his  Go%'emment. 
Hansard  shows  that  wba^^^the  \nXt  was 
taken   not   oneP'Sfii^ftfl^Vf   the  direct 
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Opposition  or  from  the  Opposition  cwner 
cros.<aed  thi,  floor  to  keep  the  honorable 
ni:;mber  for  Ballarat  in  power. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis. — That  was  when  the 
mistake  was  made. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— I  am  an  infant  in 
politics  comparetl  witli  the  honorable  mem- 
bers who  were  then  sitting  here,  but  I  cuuld 
never  have  made  a  mistake  of  that  sort. 
No  one  Ijelieves  thut  thcwe  nentlemcn  made 
;i  mistake  at  that  time.  The  bitter-sweets 
of  oflfice  formed  the  only  consideration 
which  retarded  them,  and  glued  them  to 
their  seats  when  the  opiKvrtunity  arrived 
to  prove  the  truth  of  their  claim  that  the 
onlv  clear-cut  issue  between  them  and 
thf  Deakin  party  was  association  with 
the  Lalxjur  party.  I  do  not  know 
whether  it  was  the  attendants,  or  the 
thoughts  of  the  sweets  of  office  that 
di'l  it.  but  there  was  a  lot  of  glue 
along  these  benches  on  the  day  when 
that  vote  was  taken.  Some  of  them  rose, 
but  in  ihcir  cases  the  glue  seemed  to  possess 
some  of  the  properties  of  gutta-percha,  and 
drew  them  bark  again.  The  only  member 
who  admitted  on  that  occasion  that  tln-v 
made  a  mistake  was  the  honorable  member 
for  Kooyong,  who  snid  aftenvard-s  that  he 
should  have  crossed  the  floor.  Thctefore, 
the  hcxiorable  member  for  B  a  1 1  ara  t  was 
correct  at  that  time  when  he  said  that  only 
some  large  principle  could  keep  them 
apart.  There  was  a  great  principle  that 
keut  tbem  apart  then,  but  where  is  it  now 
so  far  as  regards  the  Deakin  party,  or 
the  Reid  partv,  or  the  partv  ot  thirteen 
leaders  who  then  sat  in  the  Opposition 
comer? 

Sir  John  Forrest.  — Why  did  the 
T,3lx>ur  party  desert  the  honorable  member 
for  Ballarat  at  that  time? 

i!r.  MATHEWS.-  -The  ri«ht  honorable 
member  must  admit  that  what  the  Labour 
partv  did  on  that  occasion  was  fair,  square, 
and  abo\-e  board.  We  said  we  could  no 
longer  support  the  Government  for  many 
reasons.  They  had  not  our  confidence  at 
that  stage. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  Labour  party 
gavp  no  reasons  for  their  action. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— There  are  just  as 
old  political  birds  in  this  party  as  the  right 
honorable  member.  It  is  a  pity  that  be 
;)nd  the  honorable  member  for  Ballarat  did 
not  possess  the  tact  and  common  sense 
of  the  Labour  party  on  certain  occasions, 
liecause  both  of  them  have  given  so  many 
reasons  for  th«r  actions  that  all  thrir  time 
is  occupied  in  explaining  those  reasons 


away.  They  think  they  have  deluded  us 
and  the  people  outside,  but  a  great  deal 
more  explanation  is  required  frOTi  them  be- 
fore they  can  bring  that  about.  The  hon- 
orable member  for  Robertson  is  still  smil- 
ing, but  they  will  have  to  give  him  a  lot 
more  explanation  as  to  why  the  present 
fusion  took  place  before  he  is  satisfied. 
When  the  honorable  member  for  Ballarat 
was  discussing  the  question  of  whether  the 
union  of  parties  would  be  permanent  or 
not,  the  right  honorable  member  for  Swan 
interjected — 
The  Prime  Minister  faust  look  out,  then ! 

The  honwable  member  for  Ballarat  theo 

said— 

We  have  before  ua  warning  examples,  not  ta 
be  set  asule,  wliicti  show  that  in  the  endeavour 
to  form  two  parlies,  or  to  form  one  party 
sufHcient'y  strong  to  have  a  majority,  there  is 
verv  often  danger  of  falling  into  traps  or  pit- 
{a\U— 

Ihe  honorable  member,  who  can  always 
look  ahead,  knew  that,  yet  strange  to  say, 
he  fell  into  them  time  after  time,  or  at 
least  wc  thought  he  did.  The  right  honorable 
member  for  East  Sydney  was  rather  of 
the  opinion  that  he  did  not  fall  into  a  pit- 
fall, but  mounted  on  to  a  scaffold  so  as 
to  bludgeon  8(xnebody  who  was  tmdemeath 
him.  The  hcmorable  member  for  Ballarat 
added — 

Pitfalls  not  le&s  serious  than  those  which  are 
confronted  when  each  group  or  party  acts  for 
itself. 

He,  therefore,  admitted  that  there  were 
more  dangt?rs  and  pitfalls  in  fusion  than 
when  each  party  acted  for  itself.  Yet, 
after  uttering  that  warning,  he  went  into 
the  fusion.  It  is  only  the  Prime  Minister, 
and  perhaps  the  right  honorable  member 
for  Swan,  who  can  do  that  sort  of  thing 
and  c(  ntinue  to  live  politically.  The  hon- 
orable member  for  Ballarat  went  on — 

So  that  whnt  ve  1>Ave  to  ask  ourselves  in  this 
House  is  whether  this  motion — 

The  motion  mo\-ed  by  the  right  honorable 
member  for  East  Sydney — 
— or  anv  similar  motion  we  cmi  at  present 
table,  is  likely  to  divide  us  in  such  fashion 
that  we  shall  be  more  useful  to  the  public  who 
sent  lis  here,  more  at  ease,  and  more  efficient 
as  I-Tvv  makers. 

And  the  right  hrmorable  member  for  Swan 

interjected — 

nut  like  the  Israelites  of  old,  the  Labour 
jiarty  are  a  peculiar  people. 

The  right  honorable  member  knows  from 
fighting  them  in  the  West  that  the  pecu- 
liarity of  the  Labour  party  is  that  tliey 
alwavs  sav  what  aj^yeas^MjOOIgiieparties 
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are  peculiar  in  not  saying  what  they  mean. 
The  peculiarity  of  the  Labour  party,  how- 
ever, suits  the  right  honorable  member  less, 
because  he  could  not  engineer  so  success- 
ful i  v  \v  here  they  were  concerned .  We 
know  that  he  is  the  grandfather  and  father 
and  uncle  of  the  present  fusion.  To  use 
his  own  words,  "he  was  not  sent  to  Sydney 
with  Sir  Robert  Best  to  bring  about  the 
fusion,  but  he  went  there."  Whatever 
may  happen  in  the  future,  the  right  hon- 
orable member  for  Swan  must  take  the 
whole  blame.  It  was  he  who  went  to  New 
South  Wales  with  Senator  Best,  and  pro- 
posed fusion  to  the  honorable  member  for 
Farramatta.  The  Prime  Minister,  who  has 
been  blamed,  has  again  left  himself  a 
loophole  of  escape. 

Mr.  Roberts. — Apparently  they  all 
claim  par«itage,  now  that  the  child  is  a 
healthy  one. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— Yes ;  but  when  it 
bectxnes  sickly,  none  of  them  will  acknow- 
ledge it.  The  h<xiorable  members  for 
Maribyrnong,  Bourke,  Batman,  Laane- 
coorie,  and  a  few  others,  had  nothing  to 
say  in  the  bringing  about  of  the  fusion. 
They  were  not  considered. 

Mr.  TuDOR. — Whv  should  thev  be? 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— They  are  nonentities. 
That,  I  suppose,  is  the  reason  that  they 
were  not  considered. 

Mr.  Hedges.— "Thev  .ire  not  making 
half  as  much  fuss  about  the  matter  as  are 
the  members  of  the  Labour  partv. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— We  are  'making  a 
fuss  about  it  because  we  are  determined 
that  the  electors  shall  know  how  the  fu^^on 
came  about.  The  honorable  member  for 
Riverina  told  us  >esterday,  and  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Gippsland  agreed  with 
what  he  said,  that  they  knew  nothing  about 
the  proposed  fusion  beforehand;  that  they 
left  a  meeting  of  the  party  at  which  it  was 
unanimously  resolved  that  there  should  be 
no  fusion.  When  the  fusion  was  brought 
about,  all  but  four  of  the  Liberal  party 
.nbandoned  their  principles  to  obev  the 
dictates  of  a  caucus  of  three.  The  Labour 
party  has  been  called  the  caucus  party, 
and  its  members  have  been  told  that  they 
must  obey  the  decisions  of  the  caucus.  But 
in  the  caucus  I,  like  every  other  member 
of  the  party,  have  my  say.  On  the  other 
side,  three  memberb  arranged  everything. 
Tt  is  honorable  members  opposite  whose 
brains  are  cramped,  and  whose  tongues  are 
tied.  When  the  right  honorable  member 
for  Swan  and  Senator  Best  came  back  with 


the  marriage  lines  drawn  up,  if  not  signed, 
there  were  five  honorable  membas,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  four  who  have  not  jcnned  the 
f usi<Hi,  who  were  opposed  to  it ;  huA,  in- 
asmuch as  there  would  have  been  a 
majority  of  only  one  against  the  Fisher 
Government,  and  a  consequent  dissolution, 
had  they  come  over  to  this  side,  they  were 
bludgeoned  into  joining.  They  th^  sold 
the  interests  of  their  constituents  in  wder 
to  retain  their  seats  a  little  longer.  They 
were  bludgecmed  into  cc»npliance  with  the 
wishes  of  the  leaders  of  the  fusion  by  the 
threat  that  if  they  did  not  jcnn,  candiclates 
would  be  run  against  them. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis. — I  do  not  think 
that  that  threat  was  made. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— I  know  who  were  to 
be  two  of  the  candidates.  One  is  a  gentle- 
man who»  at  the  time  of  the  last  election, 
was  chairman  for  one  of  the  members  of 
this  House.  The  five  honorable  members 
to  whom  I  have  referred  did  not  go  over 
straightaway.  They  were  bludgeoned 
severely,  and  lay  on  the  floor  thinking  for 
a  time.  Finally  they  crept  under  the 
mantle  of  the  honorable  member  for  Bal- 
larat,  hoping  thereby  to  find  shelter  from 
the  storm  at  the  next  election.  That  is 
a  secret  of  which  many  honorable  memben 
were  not  aware.  I  doubt  if  even  all  the 
Ministers  know  the  strenuous  efforts  and 
barbaric  methods  which  were  used  to  bring 
certain  honorable  members  over  to  the  right 
way  of  thinking  We  are  not  all  bom 
heroes.  I  used  to  imagine  myself  one, 
until  an,  occasion  arose  which  showed  me 
that  I  was  a  man  of  only  ordinary  stren^ 
of  mind  and  muscle.  The  occasion  to  which 
I  refer  proved  that  the  honorable  manboi 
of  whom  I  am  speaking  are  not  heroes. 
They  showed  themselves  only  too  willing 
to  accept  the  support  of  the  voluble  tongue 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Batlarat  and 
the  leaders  of  the  newspaper  organs  ixditdi 
support  him.  I  say  that  these  five  honor- 
able gentlemen  have  no  confidwice  in  th? 
present  Ministry,  and  that  if  they  \-oted 
according  to  their  consciences,  they  would 
vote  for  the  motion.  But  to  save  their 
political  skins  they  must  vote  against  it. 
The  excuse  they  make  is  that  the  Labour 
party  has  threatened  to  oppose  them  at 
the  next  election.  You,  Mr.  Speaker,  were 
so  opposed,  but  you  did  not  squeal  about 
it.  Why  should  they  squeal?  They  were 
able  to  fight  and  to  win  their  seats,  not- 
withstanding Labour  oppositiwi. 

Mr.  Coon.— ^54eyg^@i0(5gl^ain. 
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Mr.  MATHEWS.— There  is  satisfaction 
in  winning  without  the  sacrifice  of  prin- 
i-iple.  but  it  is  humiliating  to  win  by  giv- 
ing up  al!  that  one  should  hold  dear,  politi- 
cally. I  am  almost  sorry  now  that,  earlier 
in  my  speech,  1  made  a  similar  statement 
about  mv  election  chances.  The  honorable 
memlxr'for  Ballarat,  speaking  in  this 
chamber,  said — 

Whatever  the  Labour  party  may  be  termed, 
its  members  are  here.  It  consists  of  men  who 
choose  to  belong  to  the  party,  who  are  banded 
by  pledges  and  engagements  they  Iiave  chosen 
to  take,  and  have  a  right  to  take.  We,  though 
we  need  not  join  them,  can  have  no  objection 
to  tlieir  following  what  course  they  like  in 
furtherance  of  the  interests  they  have  in  view. 

Mr.  TiLLEv  Brown. — Is  this  an  invitation  to 
the  right  honorable  member  for  Swan  to  come 
back  again  ? 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — Anv  Swan  song  is  usually 
at  another  and  later  stage.  At  present,  I  am 
taking  advantage  of  the  presence  of  my  right 
honorable  friend  the  member  for  Swan — for  he 
is  my  friend— 

The  right  honorable  member  for  Swan  let? 
the  honorable  member  for  Ballarat  when 
ihe  latter  was  so  ill  that  he  could  not  at- 
tend to  public  affairs,  and,  in  consequence, 
the  Iionorable  member  far  Hume  had  to  do 
the  work  of  three  or  four  Ministers. 

Mr.  WiLKs. — The  Swan  is  a  downv 
bird. 

Mr.  M.\THEWS.— Yes;  but.  as  I  said 
vesterrlay.  the  right  honorable  member 
would  nnt  have  left  the  honorable  member 
for  Ballnrat  had  he  known  that  he  would 
lie  out  of  office  for  two  years.  To  continue 
my  quoration — 

for  he  is  my  friend — In  order  to  discuss  with 
him  the  present  situation,  seeing  that  the  two 
of  uH  have  known  these  trials  together.  They 
are  still  before  us. 

On  that  occasion  the  Prime  Minister  was 
endeavouring  to  show  that  Codlin  on  that 
side  and  not  Short  on  this  side  was  the 
friend — was  preparing  himself  for  the  pre- 
sent situation  in  this  House.  The  right 
honorable  member  for  East  Sydney  said — 

Then  why  did  the  honorable  gentleman  come 
lo  me  with  his  club  the  moment  I  went  into 
office?  He  might  have  given  me  a  few  months' 
run. 

That  was  apropos  of  some  previous  re- 
marks by  the  Prime  Minister  about  the 
marriage  tie,  in  which  the  use  of  a  black- 
fellow's  club  was  mentioned.  Mr.  Reid 
went  on  to  say  that  his  head  had  been  sore 
ever  since  j  so  that  it  is  evident  the  Prime 
Minister  had  got  on  a  tender  spot ;  indeed, 
the  right  hcmorable  member  for  East  Syd- 
ney appears  to  have  been  politically  de- 


funct since,  having  subsided  to  make 
fusion  possible.  The  Prime  Minister  went 
on  to  say — 

How  did  it  begin?    We  went  out  of 
before  there  was  any  sore  head,  when  there 

was  no  necessity  in  a  political  sense  to  go, 
with  the  main  object  of  leaving  the  field  free 
for  a  fair  settlement  of  the  questions  to  be 
put  before  the  country.  That  settlement  was 
not  at  all  achieved.  There  was  no  improve- 
ment in  the  state  of  parties.  Instead  of  that, 
some  of  us,  and  I  was  one,  found  ourselves 
trapped  into  voting  a  Government  out  of  ofKce 
that  ought  to  have  been  allowed  to  stay  there 
longer. 

Every  honorable  member  remembers  the 

occasion  when  the  Prime  Minister,  with  his 
foot  on  his  chair,  and  in  the  pose  of  a  hero, 
uttered  words  which  every  man  could  stake 
his  life  on  accepting.  If  the  words  about 
being  trapped  meant  anything,  they  meant 
that,  while  the  Prime  Minister  and  his  party 
were  fighting  the  Cook  party  for  their 
existence,  his  sympathies  were  with  the 
Labour  party,  and  he  was  preparing  a  way 
for  the  latter  instead  of  the  then  direct 
Oppceition  to  supplant  him.  The  meaning 
was  that,  if  ever  occasion  arose  again^ 
he  would  not  be  -  trapped  into  voting  a 
Labour  Government  out  of  office  and  put- 
ting some  other  party  into  power — that  the 
honorable  gentleman  recognised  that  his 
political  existence  was  possible  otiIv  with 
the  support  of  the  Labour  party,  and  that 
he  appreciated  that  support  to  such  a  de- 
gree that  in  the  future  he  would  not  vote 
against  a  Labour  Government  until  they 
had  had  a  further  trial.  The  Fisher  Go- 
vermnent  were  certainly  in  office  1cm ger 
than  the  Watson  Government,  but  it  must 
be  remembered  that  during  the  term  of  the 
former  Parliament  was  in  session,  whereas 
the  term  of  the  latter  was  mainly  in  recess 
— and,  by  the  way,  a  shorter  recess  than 
the  present  Prime  Minister  or  any  other 
leader  would  have  taken  under  the  circum- 
stances. Despite  the  words  of  the  Prime 
Minister,  we  found  that  on  the  first  cw 
second  day  of  this  session,  without  giving 
the  Government  an  opportunity  of  showing 
what  they  could  do,  he  agreed  to  apply 
the  bludgeon  in  the  form  of  a  motion  that 
"  the  debate  be  now  adjourned."  Can  we 
expect  that  any  promise  the  honorable 
gentleman  may  give  in  the  future  will  be 
kept?  Are  we  justified  in  saying  that  the 
Government  has  the  confidence  of  the 
House?  The  Minister  of  Defence  wears  a 
genial  smile,  such  as  I  never  saw  on  his 
face  when  he  was  in  Opposition;  then  his 
expression  was  hard  and,  his  utterances 
vinegary,  pepperyxgaad  tJ^AteOOgift  when 
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I  have  desired  to  annihilate  a  man  with  a 
look  or  a  word,  I  have  wished  for  the  hcm- 
orable  gentleman's  power  of  expression.  We 
ha\'e  heard  the  Kfinister  of  Defence  charge 
his  present  equal -in-all -things  leader  with 
the  most  heinous  crimes  that  could  possibly 
be  imagined;  and  we  have  heard  him  make 
use  of  chcnce  language  across  the  table 
to  the  h<morabIe  member  for  Hume  when 
that  gentleman  was  holding  the  fort  for 
the  Prime  Minister  during  the  latter's  ab- 
sence through  ill-health.  We  all  admired 
the  energy  and  the  action  of  the  hcmorable 
member  for  Hume ;  and  if  the  press,  and 
others,  take  exception  to  some  of  the  scenes 
that  have  taken  place  here  during  this 
session,  we  have  to  rmembo:  bow  strongly 
the  honorable  member  must  feel  the  pecu- 
liar position  in  which  he  has  been  placed 
by  the  action  of  the  Prime  ^finister.  I 
do  not  know  that  I  should  like  to  be  a 
subordinate  at  the  orders  of  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Hume,  who  is  a  strong 
man  inclined  to  give  forcible  expression  to 
his  opinions ;  but  even  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Corio.  whn  has  ridmitt^'d  saving  that 
he  would  ntrt  follow  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Hume,  must  admire  that  gentleman 
for  the  HerruIe.Tn  work  he  did  during  the 
passing  of  the  Tariff,  and  while  the  pre- 
sent Prime  Minister  was  absent.  And, 
further,  I  may,  in  pas<dng.  say  that  the 
only  weak  spot  I  ever  found  in  the  armour 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Parramatta 
was  when  he  made  the  gracious  concession 
to  the  Prime  Minister  at  that  time.  The 
Prime  Minister  is  the  one  man  in  a  thou- 
sand who  could  .get  such  support  and  con- 
sideration ;  but  i  venture  to  say  that  be 
will  never  get  such  loyal  support  from  his 
present  followers  as  he  did  from  the  hraior- 
able  member  for  Hume.  That  gentleman, 
if  he  speaks  strongly,  feels  strongly ;  "iind 
sympathy  can  be  extended  to  him  in  the 
treatment  he  has  received. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — Read  something  frwn  the 
Afie  now;  it  will  fill  in  time  I 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Dalley  himself,  and  also  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Parramatta,  have  nmv 
fallen  under  the  mantle  of  the  Age. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — It  will  take  it  all  its  time 
to  fit  me! 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— I  do  not  know  on 
how  many  occa»ons  the  honorable  member 
for  Parramatta  has,  figuratively,  hurled 
the  Age  at  me;  indeed,  on  one  occasion  he 
told  me  I  was  the  creature  of  that  news- 
paper. 


Mr,  Joseph  Cook. — The  bonnable 
member  is,  I  think,  rwnancing,  but,  if  I 
did  say  so,  I  apologize. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— The  Minister  of 
Defence  was  always  pleased  to  make  nmi- 
lar  charges  against  his  present  associate. 
I  cannot  help  smiling  when  I  think  what 
that  great  journalist,  the  late  DaWd  Sjtw, 
would  say  if  he  could  return  from  the 
shades  of  the  departed  and  see  how  Josqib 
Cook  has  fallen  in  with  the  views,  ud 
even  the  Protectionist  views  of  the  Age. 
I  can  well  imagine  the  honorable  ^jentlc- 
man  who  has  nosed  as  a  Democrat,  and 
the  Age,  which  is  supposed  to  be  a  Demo- 
cratic newspaper,  agreemg  as  to  certain 
Democratic  principles,  but  it  is  imposaUe 
to  conceit  of  the  HrmcMraUe  member  re- 
ceiving the  support  of  that  newspaper  at 
the  next  general  election.  Although  some 
honorable  members  may  twit  me  as  to  the 
Age,  the  honorable  member  for  Parramata 
cannot  do  so. 

Mr.  Batchelob. — He  will  when  he  is  in 
OpjKJsition  next  session. 

ilr.  MATHEWS.— Xo.    Since  the  .4jc<- 
has  helped  him  to  secure  the  sweets  cf 
office  I  think  that  he  will  be  more  genemos 
in  his  criticism  of  it.  I  cannot  find  in  Han 
sard  one  statement  by  the  Prime  ^^inisler 
that  can  be  used  against  him.  When  I  have 
happened  upon  a  sentence  or  a  paragraph 
in  a  speech  made  by  liim  that  appeared  to 
place  him  within  mv  S''-'^P  I  ha\e  found 
that  a  little  later  on  he  has  explained  il 
away,  and  left  himstif  free  to  pursue  any 
course  he  might  desire.    In  support  of 
contention  thai  the    Government   do  nt-: 
jjossi^ss  the  confidence  of  the  House.  I  think 
it  well  to  read  some  paragraphs  in  the 
brief  Ministerial  statement  submitted  to  in 
by  the  Prime  Minister.      Short  as  thai 
programme  is  it  includes  proposals  that 
must   necessarily   involve  weary  years  of 
consideration.      The  honorable  gentleown 
declared  that  the  policv  of   the  Labour 
pajty,  as  set  forth  in  His  Excellencv  the 
Governor-General's  speech,   was  suflBcient 
to  enga^-e  our  attention  for  years,  and  he 
gave  that  as  a  reason  why  he  did  not  pro- 
pose to  waste  time  in  discussing  it  at  that 
stage.     Within  a  few  days,  however,  he 
submitted  on  behalf  of  his  Ministry  a  jho- 
gramme  that  would  take  years  to  pve 
effect  to,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  as  the 
outcome  of  it  there  would  not  be  placet' 
on  the  statute-book  one  measure  that  wouM 
be  beneficial  to  the  country.     I  except 
from  that  statement  the,.  proDOKils  of  the 
Go\-ernment*  tOD(^jga4yfe900^epensioiH 
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system,  to  deal  with  the  question  of  silver 
coinage,  and  to  provide  tor  the  construc- 
"lion  of  docks  and  ship  yards.  Apart  from 
the  question  of  the  silver  coinage  we  find 
no  proposal  to  deal  at  once  with  the  great 
financial  problems  awaiting  our  attention. 
The  Government  are  not  yet  prepared  to  deal 
with  them.  Their  programme  is  divided 
into  three  sections:  industrial,  defen(%,  and 
financie,  and  we  have  as  the  opMiing  state- 
ment the  following — 

The  most  complex  series  of  measures  to  be 
submitted  includes  those  affftctiBg  the  Industrial 
interest!  of  the  Commonwealth.  The  pivot  of 
several  of  these  will  be  found  io  a  Bill  for 
the  e»t.iblishment  of  an  Inter-State  Commission, 
which,  in  addition  to  exercising  the  powers  con- 
ferred upon  it  by  the  Constitution,  will  also 
be  authorized  to  undertake  many  of  the  valu- 
able functions  discharged  in  the  United  King- 
dom by  the  Doard  of  Trade,  such  as  a  general 
oversight  of  production  and  exchange,  supidv- 
ing  information  in  respect  to  markets  and  open- 
ings for  trade  abroad,  and  for  the  improvement 
:ind  extension  of  Australian  industries  within 
our  borders. 

An  Inter-Slate  Commission  is  to  be  ap- 
pointed to  deal  not  only  with  these  matters, 
but  with  many  others. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — The  honorable  member  for 
Hindmarsh  said  that  it  would  provide  bil- 
lets for  200  men. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— That.  I  think,  is  an 
underestimate  if  the  Inter-State  Commis- 
sion is  to  do  all  that  is  expected  of  it. 
Indeed,  I  think  that  swne  honorable  mem- 
bers whose  seats  are  shakv  would  do  well 
to  resign  with  a  view  to  securing  appoint- 
ments on  it.  This  proposal  ts  really  one 
tn  delegate  the  whole  of  the  functions  of 
the  Commonwealth  Parliament  to  an  Inter- 
State  Commi.ssion.  Among  the  many  ques- 
tions to  be  dealt  with  by  that  Commission, 
we  are  told,  is  that  of  the  new  Protection. 
The  Free  Traders  on  this  side  of  the  House 
have  always  been  favourable  to,  and  have 
promised  to  support,  the  new  Protection. 
Even  the  honorable  member  for  Dallev 
admitted  when  the  Tariff  was  under  con- 
sideration, that  he  was  glad  to  "  come  in 
out  of  the  wet  "  and  to  get  under  the 
shelter  of  the  new  Protectionist  "umbrella." 
I  may  sav  in  passing  that  we  were  verv 
thankful  for  some  votes  th.it  he  cast  during 
the  consideration  of  the  Tariff  when  cer- 
tain so-called  Protectionists  ratted  on  us. 
For  years  the  Labour  party  have  been 
preaching  the  gospel  of  the  new  Protection, 
but  we  find  in  the  Ministerial  programme 
only  the  vaguest  reference  to  it.  What 
does  it  mean  ?  It  means  that  the  members 
of  the  Deakin  party  who  have  joined  with 


the  late  Opposition,  at  the  request  of  the 
Employers'  Federation,  the  Chambers  of 
Manufactures,  and  of  every  organization 
in  Australia  representing  vested  interests, 
have  sold  us.  After  obtaining  from  us  all 
that  they  desired  in  the  matter  of  protection- 
ist votes,  the>-  have  thrown  us  overboard. 
That  can  be  proved  by  reference  to  the 
utterances  of  some  honorable  members  now 
sitting  on  the  Government  benches.  The  hcxi- 
orable  member  for  lUawarra  and  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Parramatta  have  said 
time  after  time  in  this  House  that  the 
manufacturers  were  robbers,  and  were  try- 
ing to  rob  the  people  of  Australia. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Does  the  honorable 
member  say  that  I  have  used  that  lan- 
guage? 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— In  the  sense  that  we 
were  proposing  to  impose  duties  to  benefit 
the  manufacturers  at  the  expense  of  the  rest 
of  the  community.  During  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Excise  Tariff  (Agricultural  Ma- 
chinery) Bill,  we  were  told  by  the  Free 
Traders  in  the  then  Oppositkm  that  we 
were  proposing  to  rob  the  jjeople  in  the  in- 
terests of  a  few  manufacturers.  I  was  re- 
turned to  this  House  as  a  Labour  maji, 
and  every  manufacturer  in  my  electorate 
fought  me,  and  will  do  so  again.  On  the 
otlier  hand,  those  who,  when  the  Tariff  was 
under  consideration,  sat  in  the  Opposition 
comer,  were  supported  by  the  large  manu- 
facturers ;  but  whilst  I  remained  here  on 
many  occasions  until  4  a.m.  and  5  a.m.,  in 
order  to  vote  for  duties  designed  to  assist 
the  manufacturers,  honorable  members  of 
the  Oppositiwi  corner  went  home  to  rest.  We 
now  find  that  they  are  able  to  laugh  at  us, 
and  that  the  Free  Traders  have  assisted 
to  prove  the  correctness  of  the  assertions 
they  then  made.  The  workers  of  Australia 
will  derive  absolutely  no  benefit  from  the 
coalition  of  so-called  Protectionists  with 
the  late  Oppcsition.  Am  I  expected  by 
the  Go\'ernment  and  their  supporters  to  be- 
lieve that  those  who  formerly  sat  in  the 
Opposition  corner,  but  are  now  sitting  be- 
hind the  Ministry,  would  vote  for  anything 
calculated  to  benefit  the  workers?  If  I  am, 
then  they  must  think  that  I  was  born  but 
yesterday.  Is  the  honorable  member  for 
Bourke,  at  the  next  general  election,  going 
to  try  to  cajole  the  electors  to  return  him 
by  promising  that  the  proposal  of  the  Go- 
vernment in  this  regard  means  that  effect 
will  be  given  to  the  policy  of  the  new  Pro- 
tection? On  a  previous  occauon  he  told 
us  that  we  desired  to  s^toJheiamrXTv, 
without  even  pMi^l^mHgfcble  a 


926 


Motion  of  [REPRESENTATIVES.]  Want  of  Confidence. 


referendum  to  be  taken  <xi  the  desirableness 
of  so  altering  the  Ccxistitution  as  to  provide 
for  the  carrying  out  of  what  we  proposed. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — Quite  true. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— Who  was  respon- 
sible for  that?  It  was  the  fault,  not  of 
the  Labour  party,  but  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Bourke  and  others  of  his  party, 
who  professed  to  be  in  favour  of  the  new 
Protection.  It  was  due  to  the  action  of 
the  five  honorable  members  I  have  already 
mentioned,  as  well  aii  two  others,  that  we 
were  imable  to  arrange  for  a  referendum  on 
an  alteration  of  the  Constitutiwi.  to  provide 
for  an  effective  method  of  new  Protection. 

Wx.  Hume  Cook. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber has  a  chance  now  to  provide  for  it. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber and  his  party  offer  us  an  Inter-State 
Commission. 

Mr.  HxjME  Cook. — Hear,  hear.  What 
is  the  honorable  member's  proposition? 

Mr.  MATHEWS.™ What  would  that 
mean  to  the  workers  of  Australia? 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Exactly  what  it 
has  always  meant. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— Our  experience  of 
the  Upper  Houses  of  the  States  teaches 
us  that  there  is  no  likelihood  of  their  agree- 
ing to  the  C(»nmonwealth  Parliament  being 
^•ested  with  powers  that  will  enable  it  to 
provide  machinery  to  put  an  end  to  indus- 
trial strife,  or  to  arrange  anything  that  will 
he  beneficial  to  the  workers.  The  present 
Prime  Minister  times  out  of  number  han 
invited  the  Premiers  of  the  States  to  confer 
with  the  Commonwealth  Government  on 
various  questions,  only  to  be  met  with  the 
statement  that  the  sovereign  rights  of  the 
States  must  be  maintained.  The  States 
have  refused  hitherto  to  part  with  any  of 
their  powers. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — ^Why  should  they 
not  refuse  to  do  so? 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— Does  the  honorable 
member  for  Bourke  agree  with  the  honor- 
able member  for  Franklin  when  he  asks,  in 
effect:  "Why  should  they  not  maintain  all 
their  rights?  Why  should  they  hand  over 
to  the  Commonwealth,  which  is  charged 
with  the  duty  of  dealing  with  Customs  and 
Excise,  the  power  to  legislate  for  the  bene 
fit  of  workers  engaged  in  protected 
industries?"  Is  it  reasonable  to  ex- 
pect that  the  State  Parliaments  will 
concede  to  us  anything  save  that 
which  they  are  made  to  concede  ? 
The  whole  necessity  for  a  Federal  Act' 
arose  from  the  fact  that  the  workers  in  all 


the  States  found  that  the  existing  State 
machinery  was  useless  to  achieve  what  they 
needed. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  bulk  of  the 
Labour  party  were  opposed  to  Federation. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— They  were  opposed, 
not  to  Federation,  but  to  the  Bill  then  sub- 
mitted to  the  people.  The  honorable 
member  and  his  late  leader,  the  right  hon- 
orable member  for  East  Sydney,  opposed 
it  also.  There  were  a  lot  of  fanatics  in 
Victoria  who  wanted  the  Bill  and  nothing 
but  the  Bill;  hut  the  Labour  party  had 
more  common  sense,  and,  unlike  some  of  the 
others,  had  no  personal  axe  to  grind.  The 
Age  only  caved  in  wi  the  last  day,  so  far 
as  the  Bill  was  com^med.  The  men  who 
run  the  political  machine  in  that  office 
knew,  as  we  did,  that  the  Bill  was  not 
what  it  ought  to  be,  and  the  hraiorable 
member  for  Parramatta  was  in  acojrd  with 
us,  but  for  entirely  different  reascxis.  One 
would  hardly  expect  him  to  agree  with  me 
on  many  points,  nor,  in  fact,  would  one 
expect  him  and  the  Age  to  agree  on  many 
points,  as  they  have  done  on  the  pres«it 
occasion.  We  were  beaten  on  the  question 
of  the  ConstituticHi  Bill,  but,  like  the 
practical  politic:ians  that  we  are — for  we 
are  not  in  the  clouds  like  the  crowd  oppo- 
site— -we  determined  to  make  the  best  of 
things  as  we  found  them,  and  I  think  the 
Conservatives  on  the  other  side  must  admit 
that  we  have  made  a  very  good  showing, 
so  far  as  we  have  gone,  in  the  Federal 
arena.  It  was  thought,  for  instance,  that 
the  provision  for  the  representation  of  the 
States  in  the  Senate,  which  was  to  be  the 
States  House,  would  act  detrimentallv  to 
the  Labour  party.  The  Argus,  the  Sydney 
Morning  Herald^  and  the  Sydnw  Diuly 
Telegraph,  all  expected  the  senators 
who  would  be  returned  on  clouded  issues 
to  be  represwitative  of  vested  interests,  but 
how  cruelly  were  thev  deceived  !  The  Sen- 
ate contains  at  present  fifteen  Labour  mat. 
Little  did  those  who  formulated  the  scheme 
of  equal  representation  of  the  States  in  the 
Senate  dream  that  the  Labour  party  would 
benefit  by  that  undemocratic  method  of 
election.    Yet  it  has  come  about. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — There  would  have 
been  no  Federation  without  it. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— I  would  not  say 
that.  Tasmania  would  have  had  to  come 
in  afterwards  in  anv  case,  perhaps  with- 
out any  representation  at  all,  as  a  mere 
suburb  of  Victoria.  Little  did  they  dream 
that  in  six  years  the  Labour  party  in  the 
House  of  Repres-^pj^i^^giflrt^'l^enty- 
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six  strong,  and  still  less  did  they  dream 
that  within  ten  years  from  the  consummation 
of  Federation — and  here  my  utterance  is 
prophetic — the  LalKiur  party  would  have  a 
majority  in  the  Federal  Parliament. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — If  that  is  so'  cer- 
tnin.  could  not  the  party  be  patient  for  a 
little  while  longer? 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— There  is  liberty  in 
every  blow  that  we  are  striking  at  present, 
and  well  do  the  other  crowd  know  it.  Whv 
this  professed  desire  on  the  part  of  the 
Go\'ernment  to  get  on  with  work?  They 
are  not  prepared  to  do  wOTk.  They 
will  make  a  pretence  of  introducing  some 
Bill  which  may  possiblv  suit  a  few  in  the 
community,  but  which  will  be  of  no  interest 
to  the  people  as  a  whole.  They  are  ddng 
nil  right,  and  instead  of  abusing  us,  thev 
ought  to  thank  us.  We  are  piling  up  stuff 
against  them  that  they  will  never  be  able 
lo  explain  away  when  election  time  comes 
round.  The  newspapers  which  support 
them  know  it. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Then  that  is  a  con- 
fession that  the  partv  are  electioneering? 

Mr.  MATHEWS.  —  Exactly.^  Wc 
want  to  have  an  election  now,  which  the 
honorable  member  does  not.  The  partv 
oDno«tite  cherish  the  hope  that  the  oublic 
win  have  short  memories,  and  will  foreet 
all  about  recent  events  when  election 
time  cfwnes  round.  The  honorable 
member  for  Parramatta  is  not  the 
worst  in  that  direction.  He  may  pos- 
siblv have  an  easier  mind  than  most  of 
the  others,  hut  man*-  on  the  other  side  wish 
to  delav  the  apT)eal  to  the  people.  The 
Ministeri.Tl  memorandum  sta'tes  that 
aiTonEtst  the  duties  of  the  Inter-State  Com- 
miwion  — 

will  be  those  of  a  Federal  Labour  Bureau, 
comprising  a  study  of  unemployment  and  of  a 
scheme  for  insurance  against  unemployment. 

This  from  a  Government  which  was  forced 
into  fusion  by  the  Employers'  Federa- 
tion ! — 

The  Commission  will  also  assist  in  supervis- 
ing the  working  of  the  existing  Customs  Tariff 
in  its  operation  upon  the  investment  of  Aus- 
tralian capital  and  labour  in  Australian  indus- 
tries, advisine  the  removal  of  any  inconsisten- 
cies in  its  scnedules,  and  also  with  the  further 
view  of  developing  Preferential  and  other  trade 
relations  within  the  Empire. 

They  always  put  in  the  word  "  Empire." 
It  is  mere  lip  loyalty,  and  is  not  intended 
in  the  true  sense  of  loyalty  to  the  Empire 
as  understood  by  patriotic  men — 

In  the  meantime  any  anomalies  that  may  be 
discovered  in  the  Customs   Tariff    Act  lately 


passed  by  this  Parliament  will  be  examined, 
classified,  and  dealt  with  in  due  couisr. 

This  is  the  sort  of  twaddle  with  which  the 
Government  are  deluding  the  people  out- 
side, and  that  is  the  sort  of  business  that 
the  Labour  partv  are  keeping  back,  bv 
sticking  up  the  House  and  "st<xie- walling, " 
as  they  say.  The  Govenunent  further 
announce  that — 

An^  divergencies  between  industrial  conditions 
in  the  several  States  which  occasion  an  unjust 
competition  between  Australian  industries  in 
different  States  will  be  adjusted  by  the  Inter* 
State  Commission,  with,  of  course,  due  regard 
to  all  the  interests  affected — 

especially  vested  intere^s — 

whether  or  not  the  unjustly  competitive  rates 
exist  under  the  authority  of  local  industrial 
tribtmals.  Correspondence  is  now  proceeding 
with  the  State  Governments  in  respect  to  the 
procedure  to  be  followed  in  order  to  endow  the 
^.''ommission  with  this  power. 

Does  the  Prime  Minister  candidly  expect 
the  State  Premiers  to  assist  him  or  this  Par- 
liament in  bringing  about  anything  of 
Federal  importance? 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — I  give  it  up. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.  —  The  honorable 
member  for  EchtKa  did  not  give  it  up. 
That  txxnbastic,  fighting  gentleman  told  us, 
in  his  nice,  winning  way,  that  the  present 
Government  have  a  better  chance  of  getting 
concessions  from  the  States  than  a  Labour 
Ministry  would  have.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Echuca  is  not  so  foolish  as  some 
honorable  members  opposite  seem  to  think. 
Thev  may  laugh,  but  the  honorable  member 
knows  that  what  the  State  Premiers  will 
give  will  not  be  really  concessions,  but  will 
be  something  that  the  State  Parliaments  or 
the  State  Premiers  care  little  about.  Anv- 
thing  that  they  care  little  about  will  not  be 
of  much  benefit  to  those  in  whose  interests 
industrial  laws  are  supposed  to  be  enacted. 
As  a  further  proof  that  the  Government 
should  not  have  the  confidence  of  the 
House,  the  honorable  member  for  Dalley. 
and  two  other  honorable  members,  admitted 
that  it  is  an  utter  impossibility  to  get  any 
real  concessions  in  this  direction  from  the 
States,  and  vet  he  and  the  others  still  sit 
behind  the  Government.  Notwithstanding 
all  the  threats  that  have  been  made  towards 
us  regardina;  what  will  happen  to  us  for  as- 
sisting the  Government  to  retard  business  at 
this  juncture,  T  am  willing  to  stand  on  any 
platform  in  Victoria  and  justify  our  re- 
fusal to  believe  that  there  is  anvthing  to 
benefit  the  workers  in  the  industrial  legis- 
la^on  which  the  Govemnrt^^aqpolmce  their 
intention  of  inti?ia^^>TPfib®9vour  the 
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appointment  of  a  Hifih  Commissioner,  and 
announce  that — 

To  pennit  a  better  discharge  of  the  national 
responsibilities  of  the  CommoQwealth,  your 
authorization  will  be  sought  for  Ihe  acceptance 
of  the  Northern  Territory. 

That  was  one  of  the  projects  of  the  Fisher 
Government.  In  the  case  of  this  Go\'em- 
ment  it  is  only  words,  and  they  do  not 
mean  it  any  more  than  the  rest  of  their 
policy.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  although  they 
lie'^in  by  saving  that  from  the  financial 
stand-point  this  sr\.ouId  be  erne  of  the  most 
important  sessions,  they  know  full  well  that 
their  finances  will  not  run  to  the  taking  over 
of  the  Territory.  That  project  is  one  of 
the  few  in  the  programme  that  would  be  of 
real  use  to  the  people ;  but  the  Government 
hare  not  the  money  to  carry  it  into  effect, 
and  as  we  do  not  know  the  financial  pcwi- 
tion,  we  cannot  tell  when  it  will  be  dealt 
with.    The  Go\*ernment  state  that — 

Among  the  first  proposals  of  the  Commonwealth 
Treasurer  is  that  embodied  in  the  Bill,  of 
which  notice  has  been  given,  for  amcndmenti 
of  the  Old-age  Pensions  ^Act. 
I  hope  that,  in  r^rd  to  that  measure,  no 
honorable  member  opposite  will  refuse  to 
vote  the  necessary  money  afterwards.  I 
hare  a  vivid  recollection  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Bendigo,  while  agreeing  with 
old-age  pensions,  objecting  to  hypothecate 
nwsiey  to  pay  them.  Of  course  he  was  not 
the  only  honorable  member  who  opposed  the 
passing  of  the  Surplus  Revenue  Bill. 
_  Sir  John  Quick. — That  was  a  constitu- 
tional question. 

^fr.  MATHEWS.— But  the  honorable 
member  knows  that  if  that  money  could 
not  have  been  hyjwthecated  there  would 
have  been  no  chance  of  paying  pensions, 
while  the  Braddm  blot  remained  in  exist- 
ence. 

Mr.  TuDOB. — Eiehteen  months. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— It  is  proposed  now 
to  extend  the  operation  of  the  Braddon  pro- 
vision for  another  five  years. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — That  is  not  correct. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— This  Government  in- 
tends to  propitiate  the  States,  so  that  there 
may  not  be  oppositicm  to  its  proposals. 
The  only  way  in  which  the  States  can  bt' 
propitiated  is  by  the  gift  of  shekels. 

Sir  John  Quick. — I  suppose  the  honor- 
.'ible  member  would  wipe  out  the  States  al- 
together ? 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— I  do  not  believe  in 
unification,  though  I  do  not  like  the  present 
bi-caroeral  Legislatures  of  the  States.  It 
■*^nld  be  sufficient  to  have  one  representa 
House  in  each  State. 


Sir  John  QmcK. — The  honord)le  mem 
ber  would  make  the  State  Parliaments  of 
no  more  importanre  than  municipal  coun- 
cils. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.—Whilst  I  do  not  bt- 
little  the  work  of  municipal  councils,  I 
sa>'  that  State  Farliam^s  have  more  im- 
portant functims  to  carry  out,  and  i;oir 
continuance  is  necessary  under  the  Coa'^i- 
tution.  I  would  point  out,  however,  that, 
while  the  Ccmunonwealth,  by  taking  ovw 
what  were  formerly  State  Depaxtmeni^ 
has  reduced  the  claims  on  the  States.  th<; 
State  Governments  and  Parliaments  hare 
increased  their  expenditure,  and  continu- 
ally ask  for  more  revenue.  Like  the  daugh 
ters  of  the  horse  leech,  they  are  never 
satisfied.  The  States  are  very  ready  for  the 
Commmiwealth  to  take  over  Departmens 
whose  administration  is  unremunerative. 
but  they  are  not  ready  to  allow  us  to  retain 
the  money  necessary  to  do  this.  The  fcsiro 
is  an  attempt  to  bring  together  all  parties 
opposed  to  the  Labour  party.  It  cont.iins 
the  advanced  politicians  hitherto  supported 
b>  the  Argus,  and  now  taken  under  the 
wing  of  the  Age  as  well.  It  has  the  sup- 
port of  the  WtMnen's  National  Assodatioo 
and  the  Farmers'  Association.-  I  have  at- 
tended meetings  of  the  latter.  On  one  oc- 
casion, in  a  Gippsland  township,  the  as- 
sembly was  composed  of  two  GOck.itco 
squatters  and  five  or  six  stock  agents,  not 
one  farmer  being  present.  Therefore,  the 
title  is  a  misnomer,  applied  to  deceive  the 
farmers. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — In  the  Labour 
le.igues  there  are  many  men  who  do  not 
labour. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— I  remember  the  time 
when  Sir  Graham  Berry  and  Professcr 
Pearson  came  back  from  their  missiwi  to 
the  Old  Country.  That  was  when  the 
Lilieral  organization  was  fcwmed.-  I  re- 
member, too,  hearing  with  pleasure  the 
Democratic  utterances  of  the  present  Pr  - 
master-General.  I  felt  that  he  was  a  Lib- 
eral. 

Sir  John  Quick. — T  am  as  Democratic 
now  as  I  was  then. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— To  my  mind, 
honorable  member  is  one  of  the  most  pro- 
nounced Conservatives  in  Victoria,  though 
he,  and  the  honorable  member  for  Ecbuca. 
are  both  classed  as  Liberals.  The  latter 
entered  this  House  with  the  scalp  of  the 
Age  at  his  belt. 

Mr.  Palmer. — I  have,  carried  it  there 
ever  since.       Digitized  by  dOOglC 
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Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — The  Age  will  never 
forgive  the  honorable  member. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— If  he  is  opposed  by 
a  Labour  candidate,  the  Age  will  support 
him.   The  hmorable  memlxr  for  Flinders 
is  another  so-otlled  Liberal.   According  to 
a  report  in  the  Leongatha  Star,  a  news- 
paper published  in  his  electorate,  he  stated 
at  the  beginning  of  May  that  the  fusion 
of  parties,  or  of  a  large  number  of  parties, 
under  any  one  leader    would  be  a  most 
dangerous  condition  of  thi/igs.    We  have  a 
recollection   of   some  of  the  illiberal  poli- 
tical acts  which  he  has  perpetrated.  Yes- 
terday- the  Argus  pleaded  with  the  Liberals 
not  to  oppose  him  at  the  rwxt  election.  The 
newspaper  was  justified  in  doing  this,  be- 
cause the  honorable  member  has  always  en- 
deavoured to  express  and  give  effect  to  the 
political  views  which   it    publishes,  its 
policy  being  to  "down"  every  proposal  put 
forward  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  have 
to  earn  their  living  by  physical  toil.  The 
honorable  member  for  Indi  is  another  so- 
called  Liberal.    When  the  Deakin  party 
was  in  power,  supported  by  the  Labour 
partv,  he  did  not  l(»e  an  opportunity  to 
harass  it.  It  could  not  then  make  any  use- 
ful Miggestions.    No  Bill  brought  forward 
by  it  got  his  support.    He  was  esiH.'ciaUy 
opposed  to  Democratic   legislation,  and 
was  a  stubborn  opponent  of  the  Tariff. 
Whenever  opportunity    arose,    he  voted 
against  the  Liberal  party  of  the  day.  But 
now  he  is  a  member  of  the  fusion,  in  the 
hope  of  deceiving  the  Liberals  in  the  Indi 
constituency. 

Mr.  TiLLEV  Brown. — Is  this  in  order? 
The  honorable  member  u  firing  off  nothing 
but  vituperative,  vitriolic,  oratorical  fire- 
works. He  has  made  a  rtatement  which 
is  not  correct,  in  saying  that  I  have  con- 
sistently voted  against  the  Liberal  party. 
That  is  not  true. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber will  please  to  withdraw  that  remark. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown.-  I  do  so. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  question  whether 
the  statements  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Melbourne  Ports  are  or  are  not  accurate 
is  not  one  of  order. 

Mr.  TiLLEV  Brown.— They  are  certainly 
in  very  bad  taste.    I  like  the  truth. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— When  I  see  the 
honOTable  member  sitting  in  this  House,  I 
am  reminded  of  the  lamentation  of  Buttah 
Singh,  an  old  Hindoo  poet,  who,  when  his 
[35] 


country  was  suffering  under  a  great  cal- 
amity, wrote— 

Oh,  Indi  !  lodi  !  how  hast  thou  sinned,  that, 
in  place  of  thy  first  born  Izaacii  the  gods  have 

given  thee  this  I 

I  have  never  intended  at  any  time  to  be 
personal  in  my  utterances,  but,  on  the 
COTitrary,  havo  always  ejideavoured  to  make 
it  evident  that  all  I  say  is  meant  politi- 
cally. T  have  never  been  spared  by  my 
political  oppcments — although  most  of  them 
are  my  personal  friends — and  I  certainly 
have  never  spared  my  opp(»ients,  nor  do 
I  intend  to  do  sa 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Bbown.  —  The  honorable 
member  was  never  thought  of — he  is  too 
insignific?.nt ! 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— I  am  sorry  the  lion- 
orable  member  does  not  agree  with  my 
utterances.    He  happens  to  be  built  dif- 
ferently from  myself,  though  that  is  the 
fault  of  neither  of  us,  and  may  be  my 
party's  good  luck.      I  might  have  quoted 
extensively  from  Hansard  t'*  show  that  the 
honorable  member  for   Indi  has  always 
voted  against  Liberal  legislaticm ;  and  I 
do  not  see  why  he  should  not,  seeing  that 
that  was  his  intention  when  he  came  here. 
It  is  strange  that  the  hOTorable  member'.^ 
predecessor  should  have  been  a  Protec- 
tionist ;  but,  however  that  may  be,  we  find 
that,  on  the  Tariff,  the  honorable  member 
voted  thirty-seven  times  for  and  118  times 
against  the  Government ;  paired  three  times 
for  and  sixty-five  times  against  the  Go- 
vernment,   and    on    sixty-four  occanons 
neither  voted  nor  paired.    The  only  object 
I  hive  in  laying  these  faas  before  the 
House  is  to  show  that  the  honorable  mem- 
ber, as  an  opponent  of  Liberal  legislation, 
has  no  right  to  sit  behind  the  Liberal  Go- 
vernment, although,  at  the  same  time,  there 
is  no  room  for  him  on  this  side  of  the 
House.    There  is  a  clear-cut  issue  between 
the  political  ideas  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber and  the  political  ideas  of  the  Prime 
Minister,  as  shown  bv  their  votes ;  and,  by 
no  stretch  of  the  imagination,  can  the 
honorable  member  be  regarded  as  politi- 
cailv  Liberal-minded.    I  feel  certain  that 
it  will  take  him  all  his  time  to  assure  his 
ccMistituents  that  he  is  a  Liberal  in  any 
sense  of  the  word.    On  one  occasion,  dur- 
ing a  visit  to  the  honorable  member's  elec- 
torate, I  did  what  nasty  Labour  members 
always  do,  I  held  a  meeting ;  and  I  was,  I 
think,  able  to  convince  the  people  of  the 
town  that  the  hcnorable  memlxr's  views 
were  wr<Mig.    However  that  may  be,  I  re- 
peat that  he  is  not  a  Liberal  politician,  and 
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has  no  right  to  sit  behind  the  honorable 
member  f<x  Ballarat. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown.— I  knew  the  Prime 
Minister  when  the  honorable  member  was 
sweeping  the  gutter,  possibly  1 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Indi  knows  that  interjections  are 
out  of  order,  and  I  ask  him  to  recall  the 
remark  he  has  just  made. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Bbown. — I  was  very  much 
provoked,  but  I  apologize. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  proper  course 
for  an  honorable  member  is  to  wait  until 
the  Speaker  has  resumed  his  seat,  before 
rising  to  make  any  remark  or  apology.  The 
hcHiorable  member  is  ocmtinually  malcing  re- 
marks which  he  must  know  are  disorderly. 
Interjections  up  to  a  certain  pcnnt  I  take 
no  notice  of,  but,  when  they  are  so  fre- 
quent as  to  manifestly  interrupt  the  mem- 
ber who  is  addressing  the  House,  it  is  my 
duty  to  call  attention  to  them  and  ask  that 
they  cease.  I  have  asked  the  honorable 
member  for  Indi  to  cease  interjecting;  and 
I  hope  he  will  do  so. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown.— May  I  be  per- 
mitted to  say  that  I  would  not  have  inter- 
jected but  for  incorrect  statements  of  the 
character  made  by  the  honorable  member 
ff*r  Melbourne  Ports. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber apparently  has  yet  to  learn  that  inter- 
jectifMis  are  just  as  improper  in  reference 
to  statements  that  may  be  incorrect  as  they 
are  in  reference  to  statements  that  are 
correct. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— Amongst  the  mea- 
sures promised  by  the  Government  is  one 
in  which  I,  as  the  representative  of  Mel- 
bourne Ports,  am  deeply  interested,  namely, 
the  Bill  to  ccKnpensate  seamen  for  injuries 
receix-ed,  owing  to  faulty  gear,  unhealthy 
conditions,  and  so  forth,  when  following 
their  vocation.  A  large  number  of  sea- 
men live  in  my  electorate ;  and,  of  course, 
any  measures  which  tend  to  better  their 
condition,  will  have  my  support.  We  know 
that  seamen,  when  they  attempt  to  obtain 
compensation,  are  always,  and  very  natu- 
r.illy.  met  with  strong  opposition  by  the 
shipping  companies.  For  years,  efforts 
have  been  made  to  pass  satisfactory  Acts  of 
this  kind  in  the  States  Parliaments,  and 
those  which  hare  found  a  place  on  the 
statute-book,  while  meeting  certain  cases, 
have  not  met  all ;  and  there  is  always  diffi- 
culty in  fixing  the  State  in  which  the  suit 
should  be  brought.  The  sea-board  of  Aus- 
tralia mast  he  regarded  as  a  whole,  and, 
thrrefore,  it  is  only  proper  that  laws  of  the 


kind  promised  should  be  the  business  of 
the  Conunonwealth  Parliament.  I  cannot 
hope,  however,  for  any  satisfactory  Gcan- 
pensation  to  Seamen  Bill  from  the  [wesent 
Government. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMs. — ^Why  did  the  hon- 
orable member  not  try  to  get  a  measure 
passed  when  he  sat  on  the  Government 
side? 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— I  may  say  that  on 
three  occasions  I  approached  the  Govern- 
ment to  that  end,  but,  as  honorable  mem- 
bers know,  up  to  the  end  of  last  year, 
the  Tariff  and  other  pressing  business 
numopolized  all  the  time.  The  Navigation 
Bill  was  left  unfinished  in  the  Senate,  to 
my  regret ;  because  I  think  that,  when  the 
Deakin  Government  was  in  power,  sup- 
ported by  the  Labour  party,  a  good  oppw- 
tunity  was  presented  for  legislation  of  the 
right  stamp.  The  Senate  is,  as  we  know, 
largely  tinged  with  Labour,  and  we  had 
hopes  of  passir^  a  navigaticw  measure  on 
the  lines  indicated,  while  I  am  convinced 
that  any  Bill  emanating  from  the  present 
majority  of  this  House  will  not  satisfy 
those  who  desire  to  see  that  seamen  hzvt 
fair  dealing.  I  shall  view  with  suspicion 
the  Bill  when  it  is  presented;  and  I  am 
only  sorry  that  I  have  not  had  a  legal 
training  in  order  that  I  may  ascertain  that 
it  will  have  the  effects  it  should  have.  M 
it  is,  however,  I  cannot  hope  to  pit  myself 
against  the  lawjers  and  others  in  the  Min- 
istry, who  will  support  the  Government  pro- 
posal. Then  another  measure  promised  is 
one  for  the  prohibition  of  inequitable  re- 
bates by  trusts  and  combines.  This  is  a 
Government  supported  by  the  Employers' 
Federation,  the  Chambers  of  Commerce, 
and  similar  bodies ;  and  it  is  only  reason- 
able to  suppose  that  any  measures  intro- 
duced will  not  be  to  prevent  trusts  and  com- 
binations in  the  future,  but  rather  to  in- 
crease them,  and  to  still  further  strengthen 
those  already  in  existence.  We  know  that 
the  Government  proposal  means  something 
entirely  different  from  what  honorable  mem- 
bers opposite  would  have  us  believe  I 
come  now  to  the  question  of  defence. 
Much  ha-s  been  said  as  to  the  action-  of  the 
Fisher  Government  in  etfiending  the  sura 
of  ;^25o,ooo  which  was  specially  ear- 
marked for  defence  purposes.  There 
has  been  what  may  be  described  as  a  howl 
of  indignation  on  the  part  of  some  honor- 
able members,  and  it  has  been  derlare'l 
that  a  distinct  .promise  was  given  that  the 
vote  should  not  be  expentjed  until  Parlia- 
ment had  been  cgp!^?^GC)l!)gii 
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ask  the  Government  whether  they  consider 
themselves  bound  by  any  promise  made  by 
their  predecessors.  I  am  sure  that  they 
do  not,  and  that  they  will  be  disposed  to 
go  out  of  their  way  to  flout  any  promise 
made  by  the  Labour  Administration.  As 
a  matter  of  fact,  the  vote  was  expended  in 
the  direction  desired  by  Parliamrat,  and 
the  late  Government  gave  no  pnnnise  that 
they  would  not  spend  it  without  ccmsulting 
Parliament. 

Mr.  Mc  Williams. —The  honorable 
member  fox  South  Sydney  gave  a  pnxnise. 

Mr.  Watxjns. — He  was  not  the  Leader 
of  the  Labour  party  when  the  vote  was 
passed. 

Mr.  -RfATREWS.— He  was  then  really 
a  subordinate  member  of  the  party. 

Mr.  Palmer. — Did  not  members  of  the 
Labour  party  then  protest  that  the  vote 
should  not  be  spent  until  Parliament  had 
been  ccwisulted? 

Mr.  MATHEW.S.— May  be  they  took 
up  that  attitude  because  they  felt  it  would 
not  be  spent  properly  bv  the  Deakin  Go- 
vernment. This  complaint  comes  with  an 
ill-grace  from  a  Government  who,  without 
consulting  Parliament,  have  pledged  the 
country  to  an  expenditure  of  ^^2, 000, 000. 
There  is  a  story  told  of  a  boy  who,  hearing 
his  mother  quarrelling  with  another  woman, 
suddenly  said:  "  Call  her  a  rcffijue,  mother. 
She  is  going  to  call  vou  one."  That,  1 
think,  sums  up  the  attitude  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  their  supporters  in  regard  to  the 
Labour  party's  actidn  in  expending  the 
spedal  defence  vote.  The  Ministry  knew 
that  they  had  taken  an  unconstituticxial 
course  in  making  an  offer  of  a  Dreadnought 
to  Great  Britain,  and  so  pledging  the 
country  to  an  expenditure  of  ^^2,000,000, 
without  consulting  Parliament,  which  was 
then  in  sessicMi,  and  in  order  to  cover  up 
their  own  act  they  made  a  mountain  out 
of  a  morehill  by  constantly  harping  on  the 
way  in  which  the  special  defence  vote  had 
been  expended  by  the  Labour  party.  Al- 
though many  newspapers  and  various 
political  parties  may  take  credit  for  having 
first  suggested  that  a  Dreadnought  should 
be  offoed  to  Great  Britain,  the  credit  be- 
longs reallv  to  the  Age.  We  know  well 
why  it  made  the  suggesticMi.  The  Age,  al- 
though supposed  to  be  the  organ  of  the 
Liberal  party  in  Australia,  is  opposed  to 
the  Libera!  party  in  the  Old  Country  be- 
cause it  is  a  Free  Trade  body.  I  have 
read  in  the  Age  many  splendid  articles 
that  would  convince  most  people  that  its 
Cfxnplaint  against  the  fiscal  proclivities  of 
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the  British  Liberal  party  is  well- 
founded.  As  a  Protecticmist  I  have 
naturally  approved  of  those  articles, 
and  I  think  it  was  because  of  its  opposi- 
tion to  the  Liberal  Government  now  in 
office  in  Great  Britain  tha.t  it  was  induced 
to  introduce  into  Australian  politics  the 
demand  made  by  the  Opposition  in  the 
House  of  Commons  that  the  two-power 
standard  should  be  maintained.  The  Age 
endeavoured  to  force  the  Fisher  Govern- 
ment to  make  the  offer  of  a  Dreadnought, 
without  asking  the  leave  of  the  people  or 
the  Parliament.  They  would  not  do  so, 
and  the  stand  they  took  is  admired  even 
bv  thousands  of  those  who  are  opposed  to 
the  Labour  party.  They  adopted  a  states- 
manlike attitude,  and  when  it  was  found 
th^t  the  ccmtributions  made  by  the  public 
towards  the  Dreadnought  fund  were  not 
likely  to  be  sufficient  to  provide  for  the 
construction  of  one,  Mr.  Murray,  the  Pre- 
mier erf  Victoria,  not  desiring  that  this 
State  should  lag  behind  New  Zealand,  or 
that  the  Mother  Country  should  be  led  to 
think  that  we  were  disl^al,  was  forced  to 
make  the  offer  that  Victoria  would  jean 
New  South  Wales  in  presenting  the  British 
people  with  a  Dreadnought. 

Air.  McWiLUAMS. — Who  fon^  him  to 
do  so? 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— The  newspapers  and 
their  parliamentary  sycophants. 

Mr.  McWilliams. — And  the  Labour 
party's  leagues  forced  the  Labour  Govern- 
ment to  refuse  to  make  such  an  offer. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— We  say  that  the 
Mother  Country  does  not  need  such  a  gift. 
A  country  that  has  been  able  during  the 
last  few  years  to  pay  off  such  a  large  pro- 
portion at  her  public  debt  as  Great  Britain 
has  done:  does  not  requips  our  askance. 
Even  if  it  did,  we  could  not  give  it.  We 
should  have  had  to  borrow  the  money  to 
pay  for  a  Dreadnoughtt  and  in  making  the 
oflFar  should  have  kiumn  that  we  could  not 
afford  it.  In  this  conneidcxi,  I  think  it 
will  not  be  out  of  place  to  make  two  quota- 
tions from  articles  which  appeared  in  the 
same  issue  of  the  Age.  On  Saturday,  tlw 
3rd  May,  the  following  paragraph  appeared 
in  regard  to  the  State  Charity  Vote — 

In  consequence  of  the  heavy  commitments, 
against  the  vote  made  by  the  late  Government., 
Mr,  Watt  has  found  it  impossible  to  allow  any- 
building  grants  beyond  those  promised  bv  the 
previous  Administration,  or  to  give  any  incrcA^c 
over  last  year's  maintenance  grants.  Even  then 
he  has  been  unable  .in  A  ^atAxx^pAfiaits  to 
allocate  the  full  tagr^fikTlSMg'Wdiaary 
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course  would  have  been  allowed.  The  allcct- 
tions  of  the  previous  Government  were — ■jf6,ooo 
for  building  grants,  an  annual  increase  of 
£i,$oo  for  the  Children's  Hospital,  a  special 
vote  of  ^400  for  the  Infant  Asylum,  East  Mel- 
bourne, and  £i,yoo  for  the  treatment  of  con- 
sumptives in  instituliont,  making  a  total  of 
;^'9,6oo.  Thus  nearly  lo  per  cent,  of  the  total 
vote  had  been  hypotbecated  by  the  promises 
of  the  previous  Government. 
In  other  words,  there  could  be  no  resp(Hise 
to  the  cry  of  the  charitable  institutions  for 
increased  assistance  to  enable  them  to  pro- 
vide for  the  sick,  and  the  aged  and  infirm 
poor.  In  another  column  of  the  same  issue 
of  the  Age,  appeared  an  article  under  thft 
following  headings: — "Australian  Dread- 
nought." "  Vessel  to  be  Given."  "Deci- 
sion of  Victoria  and  New  South  Wales." 
"  Will  Act  if  Commonwealth  Parliament 
make  no  Offer."  Could  there  be  a  stronger 
condemnation  of  the  proposal  to  give  a 
Dreadnotight  than  is  furnished  by  these 
quotations?  In  the  one  case  we  have  the 
statement  that  the  State  Government  could 
not  make  extra  building  grants  to  charitable 
institutions,  and  in  the  oth^  a  declaration 
that  money  could  be  founij  to  provide  for 
the  gift  of  a  warship  to  the  Old  Country. 
I  have  more  quotations  illustrating  the 
loyalty  of  some  people,  who  are  never  tired 
of  talking  of  their  loyalty  to  the  Crown 
and  the  Mother  Country.  In  the  matter  of 
patriotism,  I  g^ve  way  to  no  man.  I  wa5 
born  in  the  army.  My  family  for  seven 
generations  before  me  were  in  the.  amy, 
and  I  was,  at  all  events,  reared 
in  a  patriotic  atmosphere.  In  mv  case, 
it  may  hft  said  that  patriotism  is 
bred  in  the  bone,  and  yet  I  am  charged 
with  disloyalty  by  men  who  really  do  not 
know  what  loyalty  is.  I  have  heard  the 
party  of  which  I  am  a  member  charged  with 
disloyalty  by  position  -seekers,  whom  T 
should  describe  in  strongw  terms,  but  that 
I  should  jMObably  be  out  of  order  in  doing 
so.  Theu-  loyalty  is  ever  on  their  tongues, 
but  never  reaches  their  pockets.  Whilst  we 
are  condonning  the  Germans  for  construct- 
ing a  lai^  navy  

Mr.  Atkinson. — Who  condemns  them? 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— We  hear  some  hon- 
orable members  talking  of  the  German  navy 
"seeking  our  gore,"  and  we  are  told  that 
Britain  must  build  more  Dreadnoughts  in 
order  to  keep  pace  with  German  naval 
expansion.  Yet,  during  the  consideration 
of  the  Tariff,  we  foimd  that  some  honor- 
nble  members  would  be  well  pleased  if 
Australia  imported  all  that  she  required 
from  Germany  or  any  other  foreign  coun- 
try, rather   than  from  ithe  Old  Land. 


Then,  again,  I  find,  notwithstanding  all 
the  talk  about  the  outburst  of  patriotic  feel- 
ing in  Britain  that  the  Glasgow  Water- 
works Committee  recently  let  to  a  German 
firm  a  contract  for  the  constructicm  of  iron 
piping  at  a  cost  of  some  ^^600,000.  Al- 
though the  members  of  that  conomittee  had 
the  blood  of  Britons  coursing  through  tbdr 
veins  and  talked  of  loyalty  to  the  British 
workman,  they  gave  thie  contract  to  a  firm 
carrying  on  c^jeratitxis  in  Germany. 

Mr.  McWiLUAKS. — ^We  are  importing 
timber  from  Japan,  whilst  local  mills 
are  closing  down. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  one  is  to  blame  for  that  fact. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — No,  the  honorable 
member  is  to  blame.  He  voted  against  1 
certain  item  in  the  Tariff,  because  the  im- 
ported timber  in  question  was  cut  up  in 
South  Melbourne. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.^We  are  all  fond  of 
getting  in  an  interjection  that  cannot  be  an- 
swered on  the  spur  of  the  moment,  and 
the  honorable  member  knows  full  well  Uiat 
I  could  answer  the  interjection  if  I  had  aii 
opportunity  to  do  so. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMs. — Did  the  hwiorable 
member  give  a  Free  Trade  vote  on  timber 
items  in  the  Tariff? 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— I  did  not,  and  the 
honorable  member  knows  that  I  did  not. 
Let  him  look  up  my  votes  on  the  timber 
duties  as  a  whole,  and  not  pick  out  one  item 
and  endeavour  to  attack  me  upon  it  Re- 
turning to  the  question  of  the  patriotism  of 
some  pet^le,  let  me  read  the  f<^lowing  para- 
graph— 

English  engineers  are  in  a  bitter  mood  at  the 
loss  of  a  great  contract  for  the  supply  of  elec- 
trical equipment  to  the  Victoria  Falls  Com- 
pany. The  tenderers  in  this  country  were  left 
without  prompt  financial  assistance  when  ther 
needed  it,  with  the  result  that  the  contract  bo* 
been  secured  by  the  Allgemeine  Electricitab 
Gesellschaft,  of  Berlin.    .    .  , 

The  Victoria  Falls  Company  are  carrying 
out  some  big  engineering  works,  for  whidi 
certain  electrical  machinery  is  required, 
wfHih  hundreds  of  thousands  of  pounds. 
Tbev  called  for  tenders,  and,  like 
great  patri<^s,  gave  Germany  the  opportu- 
nity of  manufacturing  the  goods.  Hun- 
dreds of  similar  instances  of  the  patricAic 
feeling  and  sentiments  which  actuate  men 
who  are  always  talking  about  their  loyalty 
could  be  enumerated.  There  is  in  the  Old 
Country  an  association  known  as  the  "En"- 
pire  Builders,  Limited."  Their  idea  i* 
good  and  laudable.  It^is,  withi  a  vie* 
bettering  the  £ia$^t>yK»3takd§^[)le  fiooi 
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the  overcrowded  portions  of  England, 
Scotland,  and  Ireland,  and  place  them  in 
Australia,  Canada,  and  elsewhere.  They 
know,  as  we  do,  that  there  is  plenty  o0 
Toom  here  if  the  people  have  an  opportu- 
iiity  of  getting  the  land,  and  that  there 
are  thousands  in  the  Old  Country  who 
would  lilce  to  have  a  chance  to  expand 
themselves  away  from  their  present 
cramped  conditions.  That  association, 
however,  have  more  sense  than  we  have 
here ;  they  do  not  invite  people  out,  and 
leave  them  to  find  land  for  themselves. 
They  arrange  to  bring  them  out  here,  get 
the  land,  and  plajce  them  on  it.  That,  how- 
«ver,  is  by  the  way.  What  I  wish  particu- 
larly to  bring  under  the  notice  of-  hwior- 
able  members,  especially  those  who  favour 
the  offer  of  a  Dreadnought,  and  talk  so 
much  about  patriotism,  is  the  last  part  of 
the  following  extract — 

An  assodatkm,  entitled  '*  The  Empire  Builders 
Limited,**  was  foraed  in  London  at  the  be* 
ginaing  of  last  year,  wttli  Sir  William  M.  N. 
Youag  as  president,  for  the  puipose  of  encourag* 
iQg  and  assisting  by  emigration  the  peopling 
of  the  large  unoccupied  areas  of  British  de- 
pendencies, and  principally  Canada  and  Aus- 
tralasia.  One  of  the  originators  of  the  organi- 
zation was  Mr.  W.  S.  Bromhead,  a  farmer, 
who  has  bad  ten  or  twelve  years*  experience 
on  the  land  in  this  State,  and  who  is  conse- 
quently well  fitted  for  the  work  of  selection 
of  suitable  immigrants  for  Victoria.  He  arrived 
in  Melbourne  yesterday  on  board  the  German 
mail  steamer  ZieUn  with  a  party  of  twelve 
immigrants,  the  first,  be  hopes,  of  many  hun- 
dreds of  British  agricultuTtsts  to  arrive  in  this 
Sute. 

So  the  Empire  Builders  of  Britain  came  to 
Australia  in  a  German  mail-boat  I  What 
is  a  German  mail-boat?  The  answer  is 
supplied  in  the  following  extract  from  the 
Agi  of  13th  April,  1909 — 

News  has  been  received  from  Singapore  by 
mail  of  a  legal  action  there  on  1510  March 
against  the  German  mail  steamer  Princess  Alice, 
on  account  o  f  contraband  opium  being  found 
on  her.  The  captain  was  charged  with  intro- 
ducing Chinese  opium,  which  is  prohibited  in 
the  Straits  Settlements,  to  the  value  of  j£4ii. 
The  defence  was  that  the  captain  knew  nothing 
about  the  consignment,  and  that  as  the  North 
German  Lloyd  steamers  were  virtually  ships 
of  war,  the  Princess  Alice  could  not  be  de- 
tained, as  proposed,  by  warrant  at  Singapore. 

Every  German  mail-boat  that  comes  to 
these  shores  is  a  German  man-o'-war.  They 
are  subsidized  by  the  German  Government, 
and  could  be  used  when  wanted  as  an  auxi- 
liary fleet.  Yet  our  great  patriots,  who  talk 
about  presenting  Dreadnoughts  to  the 
Moltierland,  and  the  want  of  loyalty  of 
the  Labour  party,  travel  by  them  whenever 


they  have  an  opportunity.  If  they  would 
leave  us  alone  when  talking  their  cant,  we 
should  not  mind,  but  they  attack  us  for 
want  of  patriotism  when  we  have  more 
true  Briti^  feeling  in  one  drop  of  our 
blood  than  they  have  in  the  whole  of  their 
bodies.  There  are  a  number  of  hon(»-abIe 
members  on  the  Government  side  who 
would  not  support  the  proposal  to  give  a 
Dreadnought^  Avere  they  not  compelled  to. 
Any  man  who  charges  me  with  want  of 
patriotism  is  not  telling  the  truth.  With 
regard  to  finance,  the  Govemmoit  say — 

Finance  is  in  every  year  a  vital  question ; 
but  it  ii  no  exaggeration  to  say  that  the  obli- 
gations of  the  next  eighteen  months  render  it 
at  present  more  important  than  at  any  period 
since  Federation, 

That  is  what  the  right  honorable  member 
for  East  Sydney  told  the  Deakin  Gevern- 
ment  last  October. 

Mr.  Reid. — And  the  Labour  party  all 
remained  "  stiff." 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— We  were  quiet  then, 
but  the  right  honorable  mraiber  is  quiet 
now.  He  made  out  a  good  case,  and  what 
he  said  was  true  then,  as  it  is  true  now; 
but  he  is  sitting  behind  the  very  men  whose 
financial  methods  he  then  denounced,  so 
that  he  cannot  blame  us  for  our  conspiracy 
of  silence.  But  the  right  honorable  mem- 
ber is  not  the  worst  offender.  He  did  tell 
us  that  the  financial  positicoi  of  the  then 
Deakin  Government  was  "cronk,"  but  the 
honorable  members  who  were  then  atting 
in  the  Opporition  oomer,  and  some 
wh«n  are  in  the  present  Government,  did 
not  support  him.  The  right  hwiorable 
member,  while  in  every  other  sense  he  is  a 
fortunate  man,  is  in  one  particular  phase 
of  his  life  the  most  unfortunate  that  I  ever 
met.  Whilst  others  recognise  his  great 
ability,  as  I  do,  they  have  never  been  will- 
ing, since  the  advent  of  Federation, 
to  sink  their  little  differences  and 
follow  him.  Although  they  knew  that  he 
was  speaking  the  truth  from  these  botches 
on  that  occasicm,  they  were  afraid  that  th(^ 
might  not  get  their  share  of  the  loaves  and 
fishes,  and  so  did  not  suj^KOt  him.  After- 
wards, when  he  quietly  and  kindly  obliter- 
ated himself  from  the  leadership,  and  the 
question  arose  of  who  should  lead  the 
party  that  was  to  supplant  the  Fisher  Gov- 
ernment, the  others  said,  "Reid  is  out  of 
the  way,  and  that  simplifies  it  to  a  certain 
extent."  The  right  honorable  member  for 
Swan,  however,  would  not  play  second 
fiddle  to  the  honorable  meraija:  fiar  Jarra- 
matU.  We  know.i^iiiai^^^taP&^gia.  that 
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the  right  honorable  member  left  the  Dealdn 
Government  because  he  did  not  like  play- 
ing second  fiddle  to  the  honorable  member 
for  Hume.    That  was  the  real  reason,  and 
it    was    not    the    domination    of  the 
Labour    party    at    all,    as    the  right 
hoiCM'able  member    gave  out.    He  might 
be    willing    to    play    second    fiddle  to 
the  hcHiorable  member  for  Ballarat,  but  not 
to  the  honcffable  member  for  Farramarta. 
The  retirement  of  the  right  honorable  mem- 
ber for  East  Sydney  apparently  removed 
all  the  bitterness  that  previously  existed  be- 
tween the  parties,  but  1  could  never  under- 
stand why  his  retirement,  any  more  than 
that  of  the  right  honorable    member  for 
Swan,  or  the  hOTorable  member  for  Parra- 
matta,  was  necessary  in  order  to  bring 
about,  a  Coalition.    All  the  really  nasty 
things'  that  were  said — everything  with  a 
sting  that  was  perstmal,  and  not  political 
—came,  not  from  the  honorable  meml)er  for 
East  Sydney,  but  from  the  other  gentle- 
men who  were  sitting  in  the  Opposition 
corner,   and    on    the    direct  Opposition 
benches.  That  is  where  the  right  honorable 
member  for  East  Sydney  is  unfortunate. 
His  peculiar  habit  of  telling  the  truth  could 
not  be  appreciated  or  forgiven,  but  other 
members'  speeches  could  be  glossed  over 
and  obliterated.  The  right  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Hast  Sydney  knows  as  well  as  we 
do  that  the  Government  have  not,  and' 
never  will  have,  the  confidence    of  the 
House.    The  honorable  member  for  Mern- 
da,  who  is  a  manufacturer,  now  sits  beside 
men  who  would  bring  into  operation,  if 
they  could,  laws  which  would  shut  up  his 
factwies,  but  while  the  statu  quo  e.\ist5  he 
continues  to  sit  there.    It  is  funny  to  hear 
the  Government  talk  about  "the  ancmialies 
in  the  Tariff."   The  only  anomaly  that  I 
know  of  is  that  the  Tariff    is  not  high 
enough.  The  only  anomaly  which  the  Free 
Traders  recognise  is  that  the  duties  art  too 
high.    Whenever  we  have  to  consider  tlie 
question  of  reducing  duties  on  the  commo- 
dities in  which  the  honorable  member  for 
Mernda  is  so    largely — politically — inter- 
ested, I  think  he  will  have  serious  doubts 
whether  the  Government,  backed  up  as  they 
are  by  about  twenty-one   Free  Traders, 
have  the  c(»ifidence  of  the  majoiity  of  the 
House.    Certain  honorable  members  from 
Queensland,  who  are  not  Labour  men.  and 
who,  so  far  as  I  know,  have  never  claimed 
to  be  *'as  good  as  Labour"  men,  cannot 
feel  too  safe  in  their  positions.    I  admit 
that  I  should  not  lose  any  sleep  if  they- 
JUr.  Malhewi. 


were  politically  obliterated,  but  I  ask  them 

seriously  whether  they  believe  that  the  sugar 
industry  is  safe  in  the  hands  of  the  men 
behind  whom  they  are  now  sitting.  I  do 
not  think  they  do.  No  doubt,  while  they 
do  not  feel  very  safe  where  they  are,  they 
console  themselves  with  the  reflection  that 
it  is  "  better  to  have  the  devil  you  know 
than  the  devil  you  don't  know."  They  say 
they  are  not  quite  sure  what  the  Labour 
party  would  do  with  the  sugar  industry. 

Mr.  Archer. — ^They  are  safer  with  a  de- 
fined party  than  with  a  fiscally  atheistic 
partv. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— The  Sugar  Trust  or 
monopoly  as  it  now  exists  in  Australia  is 
a  land  octopus.  Its  tentacles  grasp  ever\- 
body — grower,  consumer,  and  workman. 
The  combine  Keep  their  sugar  at  just  such 
a  price  that  the  imported  sugar,  after 
paying  the  duty,  cannot  undersell  thein. 
Having  a  monopoly^  the  Colcmial  Sugar  Re- 
fining Company  can  pay  what  it  likes,  and 
does  not  give  the  growers  the  full  value  of 
ihc  cane  which  it  crushes.  In  my  cmstitu- 
ency,  it  pays  its  workmen  wages  which 
would  not  be  considered  fit  for  a  black  man 
in  Northern  Queensland.  Some  of  them  ge» 
only  6s.  per  diem,  and,  unfortunately,  they 
are  glad  to  get  that,  because  nothing  better 
is  offered  elsewhere. 

Mr.  Archer. — Is  tliere  not  «  Wages 
Board  ?   There  oug^t  to  be  <»ie. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— There  is  not  a 
Wages  Board  in  this  industry,  and  the 
company  can  do  as  it  tikes.  It  has  estab- 
lished an  insurance  fund,  to  which  each 
man  has  to  contribute  so  much  a  week.  The 
institution  no  doubt  commends  itself  to  hon- 
orable members  as  a  good  one ;  but  the  com- 
pany takes  care  that  none  of  the  men  who 
receive  low  wages  stay  in  its  employment 
long  enough  to  earn  the  pensions  to  which 
they  would  otherwise  be  entitled  on  readi- 
ing  a  certain  age. 

Mr.  Bamford. — What  is  done  with  the 
money  whidi  they  contribute? 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— It  is  returned  to 
them.  The  pensions  are  reserved  for  the 
highly-paid  diicers.  I  believe  that  at  the 
present  time  there  is  something  like 
;^4oo,ooo  to  the  credit  of  the  fund,  the 
money  being  invested  in  the  company's  own 
business. 

Mr.  Archer. — The  system  is  a  good  one, 
if  properly  administered. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — If  there  is  ;£4oo,oo3 
to  the  credit  of  the  fund^too  much  is  be- 
ing taken  from  tfe^,p^J<^©feff|e 
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Mr.  MATHEWS.— -The  company  makes 
A  contribution  to  the  fund,  except  when  the 
annual  payments  exceed  a  certain  sura,  and 
then  its  contribution  diminishes,  but  the 
payments  made  by  the  men,  which  are  not 
optional,  never  grow  less.  Unfortunately, 
when  most  of  them  reach  the  age  of  fifty, 
or  thereabouts,  they  are  regarded  as  so 
much  worn-out  machinery,  and  have  to  leave 
the  company's  service,  certain  repayments 
being  made  to  them. 

Mr.  Archer. — On  what  basis? 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— I  understand  that 
they  get  back  what  they  have  paid  into  the 
fund,  without  interest,  or  that  the  arrange- 
tnent  is  of  that  nature. 

Mr.  Hakper. — The  honorable  member 
has  not  been  oxrectly  informed. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— My  information  is 
frcMn  the  men  themselves. 

Mr.  Archer. — ^The  honorable  member 
should  give  the  exact  facts. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— I  should  be  only 
pleased  to  do  so;  but  the  men  themselves 
are  not  conversant  with  the  true  state  of 
affairs.  I,  and  the  representative  of  the 
<iistrict  in  the  VictOTian  Parliament,  have 
been  trying  for  years  to  ascertain  the  facts, 
and  to  do  so  I  resorted  to  a  method  which 
I  was  sorry  to  have  to  resort  to.  but  with- 
out success.  If  honorable  members  oppo- 
site who  are  interested  politically  in  this 
concern  will  get  me  the  information,  I  shall 
be  very  glad. 

Mr.  Harper. — There  is  no  mystery 
about  the  company's  insurance  arrange- 
ments. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— Do  those  who  sup- 
port the  company,  and  are  now  »tting  b«;- 
hind  the  Ministry,  feel  that  the  Queensland 
sugar  industry  is,  safe? 

Mr.  Archer. — We  are  quite  satisfied 
about  it.  The  proportion  of  Free  Traders 
is  smaller  on  this  side  than  in  the  Labour 
partv. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— Perhaps  the  honor- 
able member  now  counts  the  right  honorable 
member  for  East  Sydnev  as  a  Protectionist. 
The  supporters  of  the  Sugar  Company  are 
sitting  behind  the  Deakin  Government,  be- 
cause the  Fisher  Government  proposed  to 
put  an  end  to  monopolies,  to  prevent  the 
robbery  of  producers  and  consumej-s.  This 
is  one  of  the  paragraphs  of  the  Governor- 
General's  speech : — 

Proposals  will  be  submiUcd  to  you  for  the 
amendment  of  the  Constitution  to  enable  Par- 
liament to  protect  the  interests  of  the  consumer 
and  insure  a  fair  and  reaionabte  wage  to  every 
vwrker   in   the   Commonwealth.     In  protected 


and  unprotected  industries  thit  will  be  secured 
through  soch  extension  of  the  indiiftrial  poweza 
of  the  Parliament  as  may  be  necessary.    It  ii 

proposed  also  to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of  Par- 
liamcDt  with  regard  to  trusts  and  combinations 
in  restraint  of  trade,  and  to  provide  for  the 
national  izatioD  of  monopolies. 

The  Labour  party  does  not  advocate  a 
course  of  action  without  endeavouring  to 
give  effect  to  its  views. 

Mr.  Archer. — So  far,  it  has  done 
nothing.  It  has  had  to  depend  on  the  Lib- 
erals. 

Mr.  :srATHEWS. — Directly  there  was 
a  Laboiu-  Government  in  power,  an  attempt 
was  made  to  carry  out  the  planks  of  the 
party's  platform.  I  do  not  blame  th(»e  who 
are  interested  in  the  Coloiial  Sugar  Com- 
pany for  joining  the  fusion,  but  I  ask  the 
Free  Traders,  and  thost  who  have  talked 
so  much  about  protecting  the  interests  of 
the  cOTSumers,  what  action  they  propose  to 
take  to  end  this  monopoly.  I  cannot  im-  . 
agine  the  honorable  member  for  Capri- 
cornia  saying  that  he  would  vote  for  legis- 
latim  to  wipe  out  these  monopolies  and 
trusts.  The  legislation  for  which  he  would 
Vote  would  be  legislation  like  the  Harves- 
ter Excise  Act  and  the  Industries  Preser- 
vation Act,  which  are  practically  inopera- 
tive. We  Labour  men  are  not  the  only 
persons  who  object  to  mcaiopolies  lite 
the  Colonial  Sugar  Company.  The 
grocers  and  the  jam  manufacturers— this 
affects  the  representatives  of  Tasmania — 
and  all  other  users  of  sugar,  are  concerned. 
We  wish  to  know  whetlwr  the  Government 
intends  to  introduce  legislation  to  suppress 
these  monopolies.  It  was  the  expression 
by  the  Fisher  Go\*emment  of  the  intention 
to  put  an  end  to  trusts,  combines,  and 
monopolies  that  caused  the  fusion. 

Mr.  Archer. — The  Labour  partv  made 
up  its  mind  as  to  the  remedy  without  in- 
quiring: into  the  nature  of  the  disease. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— For  a  strong  disease 
a  strong  medicine  is  required.-  It  would 
take  a  very  strong  medicine  to  get  rid  of 
the  monopoly  which  the  Colonial  Sugar 
Company  enjoys.  No  doubt  honorable 
members  regard  it  as  peculiar  that  I 
should  assist  the  Government  by  making  a 
long  speech,  seeing  that  I  know  that  it 
cannot  proceed  with  business  until  the 
financial  position  of  the  Commonwealth  is 
known;  and  that  the  Treasurer  will  not 
be  prepared  to  present  the  Budget  until  the 
end  of  next  month.  I  admit  that  Budget 
statements  always  puzzlemLas,!  believe, 
thev  do  themajority^gtf'WtSybrigjifenbeis; 
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and   the  confusiai  is  not   removed  by 

the  explanations  of  <»ie  and  anothw  in 
dealing  with  the  millions  of  money.  I  think 
that  on  one  occasion  in  the  State  Parlia- 
ment nf  New  South  Wales,  when  the  right 
honorable  member  for  East  Sydney  intro- 
duced a  Budget,  Sir  Henry  Parkes  said 
that  the  balance-sheet  presoited  showed 
j^2,ooo,ooc  too  much,  Sir  William  Mc- 
Millan contended  that  it  showed  only 
;£i,ooo,ooo  too  much,  and  Sir  George 
Dibbs  insisted  that  it  showed  000,000 
too  little.  We  have  here  a  difference  of 
^4,000,000  in  one  Budget,  acoM'ding  to 
the  opinion  of  the  great  financial  authori- 
ties of  New  South  Wales. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine.— How  did  it  turn 
out? 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— The  Lord  above  only 
knows  I  In  admitting  that  I  am  no  great 
financier,  I  know  I  shall  not  do  myself  much 
harm  with  my  constituents;  and  my  real 
concern  is  as  to  how  the  Government,  in 
view  of  the  three  or  four  debates  to  follow 
this,  including  the  one  on  the  Address-in- 
Reply,  will  be  able  to  present  to  the  House 
legislation  of  benefit  to  the  country.  The 
greatest  factor  in  the  downfall  of  the 
Fisher  Government  was  the  projected  land 
tax,  but  1  do  not  intend  to  hold  forth  on 
that  question.  I  listened  to  the  honor- 
able member  for  Riverina,  and  if  he  did 
not  convince  hcmorable  members  opposite 
as  to  the  necessity  for  a  land  tax,  it  is  not 
because  those  honorable  members  are  too 
dense  to  understand. 

Mr.  Hedges. — The  land  tax  does  not 
affect  Melbourne  Ports,  anyhow. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— What  point  is  there 
in  that  inter jectiffli  ?  If  the  honcxable 
member  said  that  the  land  tax  will  not 
aifect  any  one  who  voted  for  me,  he  would 
be  quite  right ;  but  his  interjection  scarcely 
meets  the  fact.  What  I  got  up  to  prove  was, 
that  the  Government  do  not  possess  the  cot- 
fidence  of  the  House,  and  I  think  I  have 
done  so.  I  have  listened  to  splendid  ad- 
dresses by  honorable  members  who  have 
had  long  years  of  experience  in  comparison 
with  my  own  few  short  months ;  and,  while 
I  Imow  that  the  vote  will  be  in  favour  of 
the  Government,  it  is  evident  that  there  is 
no  stability  in  the  fusion,  and  that  the 
Government  cannot  expect  the  support  of 
the  House  as  it  will  be  constituted  when 
our  differences  have  been  submitted  to  the 
judgment  of  th<e  people  of  Australia. 

■^iiting  suspended  from  6.30  to  7.45  f.m. 


Mr.    HEDGES  (Fiemantle)  [7-45]-— 
Much  has  been  said  against  this  fusion  oi 
parties ;  but,  for  my  own  part,  I  regard  it 
as  the  best  thing  that  has  happened  since 
Australia  federated.    The  people  of  Aus- 
tralia had  a  right  to  demand  some  arrange- 
ment of  the  kind  in  order  to  put  In  their 
proper  places  those  honorable  members  who 
are  opposed  to  really  sensible  legislation. 
I  claim  that  Federation  has  been  only  a 
farce  up  to  the  time  of  this  fusion.    In  the 
beginning  the  Premiers  of  the  different 
States  were  appointed  as  Ministers  of  the 
ComnKmwealth,  and  that,  of  course,  to  a 
certain  extent,   federated  the  Ministries ; 
but  the  members  of  this  House  were  nevo" 
federated  before,  or  sorted  out  in  the  man- 
ner they  are  now ;  and  it  is  on  that  ground 
that  I  claim  that  the  real  Opposition  to 
Federal  legislation  is  in  its  proper  place. 
Up  to  the  present,  it  has  been  a  jumbled 
affair — the  passing  of  legislatitm,  which,  in 
nearly  all  cases,  on  reference  to  the  High 
Court,  has  been  thrown  out,  until  we  have 
become  the  laughing  stock,  not  wily  of  Aus- 
tralia, but  of  the  world.  There  never  would 
have  been  any  Federaticm  if  the  Constitu- 
tion proposed  to  allow  what  has  been  at- 
tempted by  the  present  Opposition,  as  is 
shown  by  the  fact  that  they  cannot  attain 
their  aims  without  crying  out  for  amend* 
ment  of  the  Constitutim.    I  claim  that  the 
Governm»it  and  its  supporters  can  do,  and 
will  do,  what  the  Opposition  are  not  allowed 
to  do — ^fhat  is,  represent  all  parties  in  Aus- 
tralia.   The  Opposition  are  allowed  to  re- 
present only  one  party,  and  on  one  line,  and 
if  they  overstep  that  line,  they  will  forfeit 
their  seats  at  the  nsfxt  election.    I  do  not 
propose  to  quote  what  has  been  said  by 
honorable  members  on  one  side  or  the  other, 
as  has  been  done  by  honorable  members 
opposite,  in  order  to  fill  up  time;  I  shall 
not  go  into  ancient  history,  and  declare 
where  the  fault  lies  for  what  has,  or  has 
not  been  done.    It  is  almost  amusing  to 
hear  the  arguments  and  statements  from  the 
Oppositiwi  benches.    The  chief  trouble  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Riverina  appears 
to  be  that  the  Age  has  "  gone  back  "  on 
him — that  that  newspaper  advocated  some- 
thing which  he  has  followed  religiously  foe 
years,  whereas  now  it  has  turned  round, 
and  is  backing  up  the  new  party. 

Sir    William   Lyne. — The  confunon 

party  I 

Mr.  HEDGES.— The  ^irtv  who  have 
the  interests  of  45?^3|^<Sci>0gle 
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Sir  William  Lyne.- — Like  the  honorable 
member  1 

Mr.  HEDGES.— Although  I  never  made 
A  profession  of  it,  I  have  always  had  the  in- 
terests of  Australia  at  heart,  and  have  dcme 
my  best  for  every  <Hie  in  the  country.  I  claim 
to-day  that  if  we  had  more  men  of  busi- 
ness ability  in  the  Government,  we  should 
have  more  legislation  for  the  benefit  of  the 
people.  I  desire  to  show  that  I  have  in  no 
way  altered  my  opinions  by  joining  the  sup- 
porters of  the  present  Government,  but, 
rather,  that  the  party  to  which  I  have  be- 
longed since  I  entered  the  House,  have 
strengthened  up  and  brought  about  this 
fusion.  I  say  that  the  CcMrner  party  have 
all  through  been  in  the  right ;  they  had  the 
common  sense  to  see  that  there  must  be  a 
medium  scxnewhere  for  the  good  of  Aus- 
tralia between  the  views  expressed  by  the 
l>resent  Opposition  and  the  views  expressed 
by  the  previous  Deakin  Government.  It  is 
impossible  for  any  party  to  do  justice  to 
Australia  when  the  members  of  that  party 
Tire  compelled  by  a  machine  to  represent 
only  one  section  of  the  cwnmunity.  We,  on 
the  other  hand,  can  stand  here  as  the  repre- 
sentatives of  all,  and  we  claim  to  be  able 
to  represent  even  the  wOTkers  better  than 
do  the  so-called  Labour  members.  The  Op- 
positicm  are  returned  on  majority  rule,  and 
talk  much  of  that  principle,  and  yet  they 
object  to  it  as  applied  in  this  Chamber. 
One  of  the  best  proposals  ever  made  since 
I  entered  this  House  is  that  of  the  present 
Government  for  the  establishment  of  a 
Board  of  Trade,  which  means  more  to 
Australia  than  many  people  think.  I  mean 
:i  Board  of  Trade  to  deal  witlj,  say,  the 
Customs  Tariff,  and  industrial  and  kindred 
subjects,  which  do  not  call  for  legislaticMi 
every  year,  but  need  consideration  at  the 
hands  of  a  permanent  body,  very  often  for 
years,  before  any  enactment  can  be  passed. 
I  claim  that  the  old  Opposition  Comer 
party,^  to  which  I  belonged,  acted  rightly 
in  voting  for  reasonable  protective  duties  as 
being  best  calculated  to  conduce  to  the 
welfare  of  Australia,  and  I  shall  show 
that  such  dtuties  have  proved  beneficial 
where\"er  they  have  been  imposed. 

Mr.  Page. — The  honorable  member 
would  govern  the  whole  CcMnmpnwealth  by 
means  of  a  Board,  if  he  had  his  way. 

Mr.  HEDGES.— Perhaps  such  a  system 
would  be  cheaper  than  the  present  one.  I 
have  here  an  article  written  by  Mr.  Her- 
"bert  E.  Miles. 

Mr.  Webster. — ^Who  is  he? 


Mr.  HEDGES.— An  agricultural  im- 
plement maker,  who  seems  to  have  a  tho- 
rough grasp  of  the  fiscal  question.  Writ- 
ing of  the  system  adopted  in  framing  a 
Tariff  in  the  United  States,  as  well  as  in 
other  countries,  he  refers  to  the  prepara- 
tion of  the  German  Tariff  in  this  way — 

There  a  body  of  twenty  experts  worked 
live  years  in  the  preparation  of  the  German 
TarilT,  consulting  in  that  time,  2,000  other  ex- 
perts. Their  intjuiry  was  exhaustive,  non-par- 
tisan, scmi-judicial.  "No  proof  no  grotec- 
tion "  was  their  requirement.  The  nicest  pos- 
sible balance  was  made  between  all  interests, 
domestic  and  foreign. 

That,  to  my  mind,  is  the  way  in  which  a 
Tariff  should  te  framed,  and  the  pro- 
posed Inter-State  Commission  should  oot- 
sist  of  capable,  earnest  men  compet«it  in 
every  way  to  handle  such  a  question.  Mr. 
Miles  knew  what  he  was  writing  about. 
In  referring  to  his  own  business,  be  said- 
Take  my  own  business  for  instance.  A  20 
per  cent,  duty  would  more  than  cover  the  dif- 
ference in  cost  of  production  here  and  abroad* 
The  duty  is,  however,  on  many  of  my  products, 
45  per  cent.  In  this  prohibitive  duty  lies  a  con- 
gressional permit,  amounting  to  an  invitation, 
that  those  engaged  in  my  industry  should  con- 
solidate, form  a  trust,  and,  under  this  congres- 
sional permit,  which  delivers  the  Home  market 
to  us  exclusivery,  add  to  our  prices  the  differ- 
ence between  the  necessary  30  per  cent,  of  pro- 
tection and  the  45  per  cent,  given  in  the 
law.  Intelligent  business  men  are  to  be  ex- 
pected to  make  use  of  an  advantage  like  this, 
especially  granted  by  Congress,  and  that  is  wluU 
every  one  of  our  big  trusts  has  done. 

In  other  words,  20  per  cent  was  sufficient 
to  protect  the  manufacturers  in  this  indus- 
try,  and  those  who  had  to  buy  thdr  manu- 
factures were  called  upon  to  bear  the  addi- 
tional 25  per  cent,  imposed  by  Congress. 
Dealing  with  the  Steel  Trust,  the  writer 
proceeds — 

Steel  costs  as  little  to  prodiKe  here  as  any* 
where  in  the  world,  as  stated  by  Mr.  Carnegie 
recently.  Yet  the  Tariff  on  iron  bars  base  sizes 
was  made  $12  per  ton,  or  80  per  cent,  of  the 
then  cost,  and  against  $1  additional  cost  for 
small  sizes  $4  more  was  added  to  the  rate,  mak- 
ing $16. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — What  has  this  to 
do  with  the  motion  before  the  Chair? 

Mr.  HEDGES. — I  am  making  this  quo- 
tation in  order  to  support  my  contoition 
that  the  old  Opposition  Comer  party  acted 
rightly  in  supporting  reasonable,  instead 
of  prohibitive,  duties. 

An  excessive  and  trustmaking  Tariff  is  a 
blow  at  labour,  in  that  it  diminishes  hours 
of  work  by  curtailing  the  output  of  the  smaller 
factories,  raises  the  cost  of  living  beyond  reason, 
as  is  shown  on  every  hand,  ^{CjastJir  J /because, 
by    diminishing  tSfeitif^WBt^^^lfchioned 
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competitive  employers,  it  ketps  down  the  wage- 
earner's  daily  rate  and  his  chance  for  a  share  in 
the  better  profits  that  should  obtain. 

This  article  clearly  proves  that  the  pro* 
hibitive  duties  imposed  in  the  United  States 
of  America  have  led  to  the  fonnatioo  of 
trusts,  which  have  dcme  injury  to  the 
country.  Steps  are  now  being  taken  to 
substitute  more  reasonable  rates  for  these 
prohibitive  duties,  and  the  change  will  be 
beneficial  instead  of  harmful  to  the 
people  whom  the  high  duties  were  de- 
signed to  assist  We  need  a  Board  of 
Trade  to  handle  and  control  all  Tariff 
questions,  and  I  am  pleased  that  the  Go- 
vemmoit  propose  to  ^abli^  such  a  body. 
I  come  now  to  the  industrial  proportions 
of  the  Ministry,  and  claim  that  in  joining 
the  coalition  I  have  not  in  any  way  de- 
parted from  the  views  I  have  hitherto  held 
on  this  question.  On  3rd  Novemb^,  1908, 
I  said  in  this  House — 

Coming  to  the  new  Protection,  I  say  that  the 
matter  is  one  which  requires  a  lot  of  thinking 
about.  As  far  as  I  can  learn,  the  system  of 
Wages  Boards  established  in  Victoria  is  the  best 
that  can  be  adopted  to  insure  fair  treatment 
being  accorded  to  employ^,  because,  under  it, 
each  industrial  dispute  is  dealt  with  by  a  body 
of  experts.  That  system  is  preferable  to  the 
settlement  of  disputes  by  an  Arbitration  Court 
such  as  obtains  in  Western  Australia,  where  it 
is  composed  of  a  representative  of  the  em- 
ployers, a  representative  of  the  employ^,  and 
a  Supreme  Court  Judge,  who  acts  as  referee. 

Mr.  Mathxws.— As  a  rule,  the  Judge  repre- 
sents the  emnlovers. 

Mr.  HEDGES.— He  represents  the  Crown. 
The  system  adopted  in  Western  Australia  is  un- 
satisfactory, because  it  is  not  possible  for  any 
two  men  representing  the  employers  and  em- 
ployes to  be  familiar  with  all  the  ramifications 
of  every  trade  and  business.  .  .  I  do  not 
think  represeatatives  of  employers  and  em- 
ploy^s  are  competent  to  decide  'these  questions 
on  evidence.  How  can  they  be  expected  to  deal 
with  disputes  relating  to  the  clothing  industry, 
the  boot  industry,  the  saddlery  industry,  and 
the  mining  industry?  It  is  impossible  for  them 
to  possess  the  requisite  expert  knowledge.  The 
intricacies  of  some  trade  disputes  are  such  that 
it  is  puzzling  even  to  read  the  evidence.  T  con- 
sider that  the  determination  by  Wages  Boards 
partake  more  of  the  character  of  mutual  agree- 
ments between  persons  who  have  expert  know- 
ledge of  the  particular  industries  in  which  the 
disputes  arise.  Most  of  the  troubles  which  we 
have  experienced  in  the  Commonwealth  have 
been  due  to  decisions  arrived  at  by  persons  who 
do  not  possess  that  knowledge. 

Mr.  Page.— What  is  the  honorable  mem- 
ber quoting? 

Mr.  HEDGES.— I  am  quoting  the 
Hansard  report  of  a  speech  which  I  made 
in  this  House  last  November,  and  I  am 
doing  so  in  order  to  prove  that  my  inews 


have  undergone  no  change  since  I  have 
j<Hned  the  coalition. 

Mr.  Carr. — ^Then  the  party  must  haw 
altered. 

Mr.  HEDGES. — I  invite  the  special 
attention  of  honorable  members  to  the  fol- 
lowing— 

The  working  of  our  Arbitration  Courts  has 
not  been  satisfactory,  chiefly  because  we  cannot 
find  any  means  of  compelling  the  employ^  to 
abide  by  their  awards.  .  .  The  Wages  Boards, 
as  constituted  in  Victoria,  should  be  allowed  to 
deal  with  the  whole  question  of  wages  and  con- 
ditions of  labour. 

If  the  proposal  Of  the  Government  is  car- 
ried out  with  the  consent  of  the  States,  and 
the  States  themselves  adopt  a  uniftnn 
Wages  Board  system,  with  the  addition  of  a 
Federal  tribunal  to  which  appeals  may  be 
made,  we  shall  probably  obtain  something 
like  a  workable  scheme. 

Mr.  Thomas. — ^But  if  the  Stat^  did  not 
agree,  what  would  the  hcmorable  member 
do? 

Mr.  HEDGES.— It  will  be  time  enough 
to  consider  that  point  when  the  States  re- 
fuse to  consent  to  the  proposal  of  the  Go- 
vernment. On  the  occasion  in  question  I 
said — 

It  is  merely  a  matter  of  constituting  certain 
boards  to  deal  with  certain  industries.  The  de- 
terminations of  these  bodies  would,  I  think, 
generally  be  in  favour  of  the  workmen.  Of 
course,  it  is  conceivable  that  a  Judge  of  the 
Arbitration  Court  might  suddenly  be  called  upon 
to  leave  a  temperate  climate  like  that  of  Vic- 
toria to  hear  a  dispute  in  the  interior  where 
similar  climatic  conditions  obtain.  But  he  might 
happen  to  strike  a  very  hot  day,  and  his  de- 
cision might  be  influenced  by  the  consideration 
that  such  days  were  the  rule,  and  not  the  ex- 
ception, in  that  particular  locality.  On  the  other 
hand,  his  visit  to  a  tropical  region  might  be 
made^  on  a  cool  day,  and  he  might  be  induced 
to  think  that  men  working  there  experienced  ao 
more  discomfort  than  is  experienced  elsewhere, 

Mr.  Webster.— What  about  the  mos- 
quitoes ? 

Mr.  HEDGES.— The  honorable  mem* 
ber's  interjection  reminds  me  of  the  story 
of  a  mosquito,  the  telling  of  which  at  this 
stage  will  not  be  inappropriate.  The  story 
runs  that  a  mosquito  once  lodged  on  a  bull's 
horn,  and  said  to  the  bull,  "  Am  I  heavy?" 
I^ife  bull  replied,  "I  should  not  have 
known  you  were  there  had  you  not  buzzed." 
The  buzzing  to-night  is  all  coming  from 
the  one  quarter,  and  these  political  mos- 
quitoes are  making  no  more  impres«on  on 
me  than  did  the  mosquito  on  the  bull's 
horn.    Let  me  continue  my  qnotaticm — 

With  regard  to  the  proposal  that  the  Com- 
monwealth should  control  the  scale  of  wages  by 
means  of  a  Judge,  we  rauld^n]v„(lu|^th  in- 
dustries which  wer£)tpitiot«ldtea-BfJiyM&c  duties. 
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That  would  often  put  us  in  a  peculiar  position. 
Take,  for  instance,  a  firm  like  Foy  and  Gib- 
son's, who  sell  all  kinds  of  things,  and  also 
manufacture.  Some  of  their  employ^  would  be 
under  the  States  Wages  Boards,  and  some  under 
the  Federal  Arbitration  Court;  yet  those  people 
would  be  working  side  by  side. 

That  is  why  I  think  that  industrial  legis- 
lation should  be  left  wholly  to  the  States, 
subject  to  the  right  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment to  see  that  it  applied  equitably  to 
all  parts  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Mr.  Thomas. — Then  the  honorable 
member  would  allow  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment to  have  some  rights? 

Mr.  HEDGES.— I  should  allow  what 
has  been  proposed  by  this  Government.  I 
have  here  a  report  of  remarks  made  by  Dr. 
Findlay,  the  Attorney -General  of  New 
Zealand,  who  has  probably  had  mare  ex- 
perience in  industrial  legi^ation  than  any 
one  in  the  Commonwealth.  The  report  is 
introduced  bv  the  following  remarks — 

Althoi^b  he  is  an  ardent  advocate  of  a  living 
or  minimum  wage  system,  as  artificially  regu- 
lated bv  an  Arbitration  Court,  his  words  con- 
stitute as  strong  a  condemnation  of  that  sys- 
tem as  any  of  itx  most  hostile  critics  have  pro- 
nounced. 

And  this  is  what  Dr.  Findlay  says — 

A  needs  wage  is  necessarily  more  or  less  uni- 
form in  the  different  trades,  and  this  uniformity 
■would  produce  the  same  discouragement  of 
superior  care,  skill,  and  industry  as  is  found 
under  the  present  conditions.  It  is  idle  to  as- 
sume equality  of  industrial  efficiency  in  the 
workers  ito  all  the  different  callings— inequality, 
and  not  equality,  is  nature's  rule;  and  any  law 
which  fails  to  give  an  incentive  or  encourage- 
ment to  the  exercise  of  superior  efficiencv  causes 
a  dead  and  heavy  loss  to  the  whole  community. 
It  causes,  indeed,  a  double  loss — first  the  loss 
<i(  that  additional  wealth  that  would  otherwise 
have  been  produced,  and  secondly,  in  time,  the 
loss  from  noa-exercise  of  that  very  superior  effi- 
ciency itself.  We  all  know  what  freedom  of 
opportunity  has  done  for  progressive  people — we 
all  see  what  the  denial  of  it  has  done  to  those 
Eastern  peoples  still  in  the  thrall  of  caste,  upon 
whom  a  miserable  dead-level  is  imposed  by  law 
or  custom.  Progress  demands  that  extra  care, 
skill,'  and  effort  should  have  extrfi  reward,  or 
you  will  in  time  produce  an  industrial  stagna- 
tion. 

Those  are  the  words  of  a  man  who  has 
studied  industrial  legislation  from  start  to 
finish.  His  remarks  are  straight  to  the 
point.  No  law  that  we  can  make  will  help 
people  if  it  does  awav  with  the  incentive  to 
excel.  If  we  could  enact  the  good  old 
system  of  apprenticeship,  whereby  each  boy 
who  enters  a  calling,  could  be  made  com- 
petent, we  should  do  more  for  Australia 
than  all  the  Labour  uni(His  that  ever  were 
formed,  and  the  unions  would  be  ten  times 
stronger  if  they  demanded  that  every  man 


should  be  competent  before  he  was  allowed 
to  join.  My  memory  carries  me  back  to 
the  time  when  men  had  to  go  through  a 
certain  training  before  they  were  considered 
competent  c«-  could  get  the  full  benefits  of 
a  GOTipetent  mechanic  or  tradesman.  It  is 
the  crowd  of  improvers  who  dodge  from 
one  trade  to  another  that  cause  half  the 
strikes  and  troubles  in  this  country.  The 
unions  would  be  a  great  success  if  they 
could  say  that  every  member  was  a  com- 
petent man. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brow'n. — And  an  honest 
worker. 

Mr.  Page. — Does  the  honorable  member 
say  that  Unionists  are  not  honest  workers? 

Mr.  HEDGES. — I  never  mentioned  the 
words.  It  would  be  to  the  benefit  of  all  if 
employers  who  reqirired  labour  could  apply 
to  the  Unions  to  send  them  so  many  men, 
and  could  be  stire  that  they  were  com- 
petent. The  weak  pant  of  Uni<»iism  at 
present  is  that  any  <me  may  join,  whether 
cwnpetent  or  not.  That  must  and  will  kill 
Unionism  in  the  end.  The  word  that  should 
be  written  up  outside  their  establishments 
is  "competency."  I  believe  the  reason 
why  the  incompetent  are  grasped  by  the 
hand  and  asked  to  join  unions  is  that  there 
are  so  many  more  of  them.  I  have  another 
report  of  a  speech  which  Dr.  Findlay  de- 
livered upon  Labour  and  the  Arbitration 
Act  of  New  Zealand.  He  dealt  widi  the 
question  from  a  L^x>ur  point  of  view.  The 
writer  of  the  report  says — 

Some  believe;  others'  faith  has  been  shaken. 
To  this  second  class  obviously  belongs  Dr. 
Findlay,  the  Attorney- General  for  New  Zea- 
land. About  the  middle  of  last  year  he 
delivered  two  addresses  on  Labour  and 
the  Arbitration  Act,  which  throw  highly 
interesting  sidelights  upon  the  practical 
working  in  New  Zealand  of  the  principle  of 
compalsory  arbitration — the  comer-stone  of  the 
modem  system  of  industrial  legislation.  Dr. 
Findlay  is  to  be  commended  upon  the  fair  and 
moderate  manner  in  which  he  has  dealt  with  the 
subject,  and  has  obvious  predilection  in  favour 
of  the  Arbitration  Act,  gives  all  the  more  weight 
to  the  admissions  that  he  finds  himself  con- 
strained to  make.  His  field  of  argument,  more* 
over,  is  the  best  that  an  advocate  of  Labour- 
Socialistic  legislation  could  possibly  select 
whereon  to  take  his  stand.  New  Zealand  was 
the  first  country  to  adopt  such  legislation.  She 
has  prospered  exceedingly  ever  since.  What 
can  be  more  natural,  therefore,  than  to  assume 
cause  and  effect,  and  to  affirm  that  New  Zea- 
land's prosperity  has  been  due.  to  her  legisla- 
tion? Such  an  assertion  Is  difficult  to  counter- 
act, although  there  are  not  wanting  indications 
that  the  prosperity  of  New  Zealand  is  on  the 
wane. 

Since  this  was  written  I  faeKeveJt-j6,icknow- 
ledged  that  Ne^isgfefliimSSJSJ^ty  is  at 
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an  end  for  the  time  being.  Thousands  of 
people  are  out  of  work,  and  industrial 
legislation  has  really  c«ne  to  the  end  of  its 
tether.    It  is  further  stated  that — 

It  may  become  apparent  in  the  not  distant 
future  that  New  Zealand  flourished,  not  be> 
cause  of  her  legislative  enactments  but  in  spite 
of  them. 

Mr.  Roberts, — From  whom  is  the  hon- 
orable member  quoting? 

Mr.  HEDGES.— I  want  to  say  

Mr.  Roberts. — Is  the  honorable  member 
ashamed  of  the  author  of  it? 

Mr.  HEDGES. — I  am  under  the  impres- 
siwi,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  I  must  address  you. 
Both  in  New  South  Wales  and  Western 
Australia,  the  effect  of  compulswy  arbitra- 
tion has  been  distinctly  to  increase  indus- 
trial friction,  and  embitter  the  relations  be- 
tween employer  and  employed.  Strikes  in- 
stead of  being  decreased  have  actually  been 
created,  and  the  effect  of  the  Federal  Ar- 
bitration Court  has  been  that  troubles  have 
been  created  with  the  sole  object  of  brinir- 
inff  them  to  the  Court .  I  wou  I  d 
instance  the  timber  trouble.  They  have 
tried  to  rake  up  evidence  from  a  1 1 
parts  (rf  Australia,  and  to  connect  it  in 
some  way  so  as  to  make  it  a  dispute  ex- 
tending beyond  the  OMifines  of  a  State. 
The  thing  is  on  a  par  with  the  story  of  the 
American  town  that  was  so  healthy  that 
some  one  had  to  be  killed  in  order  to  start 
the  cemetery.  Our  Federal  Arbitration 
Act  has  been  just  about  as  miKh  use.  Any 
such  Act  which  is  inoperative  unless 
a  dispute  is  created  to  refer  to 
the  Court  is  not  much  good,  and 
that  is  why  I  advocate  what  the 
Government  now  propose.  I  want  some- 
thing sensible,  reaswiable,  and  workable 
that  will  allow  the  States  to  retain  the  con- 
trol of  all  industrial  affairs  in  the  shape  of 
Wages  Boards,  and  all  that  kind  of  thing, 
providing  that  if  they  cannot  agree,  thev 
mav  then  come  to  the  Federal  Court.  I 
will  read  further  what  Dr.  Findlay  said — 

It  was  not  the  intention  of  the  man  who 
framed,  or  of  the  Parliament  that  passed  the 
Act,  that  it  should  be  a  standard  wage  regu- 
lator. .  .  I  showed  that  from  the  use  made 
of  the  Act,  and  for  the  reasons  I  gave,  the 
<-ourt  h;is  steadilv  become  a  State  regulator  of 
fair  wages  in  each  industry,  and,  although  the 
wage  fixed  by  the  Court  is  merely  the  least  an 
employer  is  allowed  to  p.iv,  it  is  in  general 
practice  the  highest  the  employer  will  pny.  The 
result  of  this  has  been  a  marked  tendency  to  a 
uniform  or  dead  level  wapc  in  each  trade  for 
.ill  workers,  good,  bad,  or  indifTerent. 

That  is  where  the  thing  is  wrong.  We 
must  recognise  some  means  of  cnnpensating 


cpmpetencv.  for  this  levelling  down  of  the 
best  men  to  the  one  dead  level  cannot  be 
in  the  best  interests  of  the  worker.  Men 
should  be  given  some  incentive  to  rise.  An- 
of  us  who  has  a  son  is  always  pleased  to 
know  that  he  is  rising  in  his  calling,  and 
none  of  us  would  appreciate  this  system  of 
bringing  the  c«npet«it  man  down  to  th* 
level  of  the  incompetent.  Dr.  Findlay 
added — 

I  need  not  dwell  upon  the  evils  of  such  a 
tendency. 

Further  on,  he  said- 
It  would  be  idle  to  deny  that,  for  reaiook 
it  is  unnecessary  to  discuss  just  now,  tbe«e 
Boards  have  entirely  failed  to  achieve  the  re* 
suits  Mr.  Reeves  anticipated.  He  thought  that 
through  the  agency  of  the  Boards  qo  per  cent, 
of  our  industrial  disputes  would  be  settled — 
the  assumption  being  that  the  intervention  of 
impartial  conciliation  would  enable  the  two  par- 
ties to  come  to  terms  upon  the  points  finally  in 
dispute  between  them.  When  the  parties  gave 
up  trying  to  settle  these  disputes — gave  up,  in- 
deed, having  any  genuine  disputes — ^but  worked 
the  Act  for  the  sole  purpose  of  wage  regula- 
tion, conciliation  really  had  no  place,  and  the 
Boards,  as  they  now  stand,  have  become  a  kind 
of  fifth  wheel  in  the  coach  of  which  they  were 
intended  to  be  the  inosi  important  part — an 
agent  wrested  from  its  true  purpose  of  con- 
ciliation into  one  of  expense,  friction,  and  de- 
lay. 

The  proposals  of  the  Government,  if  car- 
ried into  effect,  would  make  further  arbi- 
tration and  conciliation  legislation  unneces- 
sary. Many  members  of  tlie  Labour  party- 
are  Socialists,  or  in  sympathy  with 
Socialism.  Let  me  read  a  very  pertinent 
statement  in  regard  to  that  politicat 
doctrine — 

Socialists  generally  have  more  faith  in  humaii 
nature  than  I  have.  To  carry  out  their  ideals 
they  would  need  to  create  by  making  laws  a 
new  class  of  unselfiih  men  and  women. 

Karl  Marx  is  often  spoken  of  as  the  mret 
powerful  and  philosophic  of  the  writers 
on  Socialism.    He  has  said  that — 

He  aimed  at  superseding  the  existing  forms 
of  governments  by  a  vast  international  combina- 
tion of  the  workers  of  all  nations — 

Mr.  Thomas.— Hear,  hear.  A  verv 
good  idea. 

Mr.  HEDGES.— Will  the  honorable 
member  let  me  finish? — 

without  distinction  of  creed,  colour,  or  nation- 
ality. 

Honornble  members  do  net  cheer  that  state- 
ment. The  very  worst  terms  have  been  ap- 
plied to  employers  and  the  directors  of  in- 
dustrie.s,  and  yet  the  opinion  is  Ken^ally 
held  that  iu  initiating  and^anaging  an  in- 
dustry   a  capitati^izlsb^duHi^ur^Ufh  the 
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most  diflScuIt  and  important  part  of  the 
work.    One  writer  has  stated — 

Often  the  much-abused  employer  of  labour 
is  using  his  knowledge  of  some  particular  busi- 
ness for  the  sole  benefit  of  the  workman,  and 
is  responsible  for  value  of  plant,  material,  &c. 

Elbert  Hubbard  says»very  rightly  of  in- 
competents, speaking  of  the  difficulty  which 
the  employer  encounters  when  he  asks  an 
assistant  to  get  or  do  something  for  him — 

This  incapacity  for  independent  action,  this 
moral  stupidity,  this  infirmity  of  the  will,  this 
imwitiingness  to  cheerfully  catch  hold  and  lift, 
lire  the  things  that  put  pure  Socialism  so  far 
into  the  future.  If  men  will  not  act  for  them- 
t-clves,  what  will  they  do  when  the  benefit  of 
their  efforts  is  for  all?  A  first  mate  with 
knotted  club  seems  necessary ;  and  the  dread 
nf  getting  "the  bounce"  Saturday  night  holds 
many  a  worker  to  his  place. 

He  says  further — 

Nothing  is  said  about  the  employer  who  grows 
old  before  his  time  in  a  vain  attempt  to  get 
frowsy  ncer-do-wells  to  do  intelligent  work ; 
■mil  his  long  patient  striving  with  "help"  that 
<ioes  nothing  but  loaf  when  his  back  is  turned. 
In  every  store  and  factory  there  is  a  constant 
weeding  out  process  going  on.  The  employer 
!•!  constantly  sending  away  "help"  that  have 
shown  their  incapacity  to  further  the  interests 
of  the  business,  and  others  are  being  taken  on. 
No  matter  how  good  times  are,  this  sorting 
continues;  only  if  times  are  hard  and  work  is 
scarce  the  sorting  is  done  finer — but  out,  and 
for  ever  out,  the  incompetent  and  unworthy  go. 
It  is  the  survival  of  the  fittest.  Self  interest 
)>romgts  every  employer  to  keep  the  best. 

Those  are  true  words.  Why,  I  ask«  do  not 
the  uniwiists  try  to  make  their  members 
competent?  Even  members  of  the  Labour 
party  cannot  always  please  their  supporters. 
That  is  shown  by  a  letter  which  I  have 
here,  which  was  published  in  a  Kalgoorli^ 
newspaper.    The  writer  says — 

Our  State  Congress  lays  down  as  one  of  its 
principles  and  planks,  "  Taxation  of  the  un- 
improved value  of  land  without  exemption  ot 
rebate."  Our  State  Congress  rejected  by  a  very 
large  majority  a  motion  to  grant  increased 
powers  in  matters  of  industrial  legislation  to 
the  Commonwealth  Parliament,  but  our  dele- 
[;ates  again  defied  the  expressed  wishes  of  Con- 
gress and  voted  to  increase  the  powers  of  the 
national  Parliament  in  matters  relating  to  the 
control,  management,  conditions,  and  regulation 
of  our  industries. 

Mr.  FffAZBB. — Those  are  the  words  of 
--in  iinonvmous  cwrespondent. 

Mr.  HEDGES.— Representatives  of  this 
House,  who  attended  the  Brisbane  Confer- 
ence, are  spoken  of  as  blacklegs  by  sup- 
portTs  of  the  party  in  Kalgoorlie.  A 
cr'-^t  deal  has  been  said  on  the  land  ques- 
tion. Hundreds  of  thousands  of  acres  of 
good  land  is  available  for  selection  in 
Wratem  Australia.   That  is  as  weU-known 


to  the  other  representatives  of  that  State 
«s  it  is  to  me.  That  land  can  be  obtained 
easily  and  cheaply,  and  in  su£5cicntly  large 
areas.  The  hcmorable  member  for  Echuca 
has  already  quoted  a  telegram  which  I  re- 
ceived fr«n  the  Premier  of  the  State,  to 
the  effect  that  there  are  61,000,000  acres 
of  agricultural  and  grazing  land,  that 
640,000  acres  will  be  available  within  the 
next  month  or  two,  and  that  200,000  acres 
are  available  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  Webster. — How  far  from  a  rail- 
way ? 

Mr.  HEDGES.— The  land  is  within 
reasonable  distance  of  a  railway,  and  I  may 
add  that  over  1,000  miles  of  agricultural 
lines  have  been  built  in  the  State  within 
the  last  five  years.  That  is  a  considerable 
amount  of  work  to  be  dcme,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  the  Comnxxiwealth  Government 
place  a  heavy  tax  upon  steel  rails.  The 
hfHiorable  member  for  Riverina  (xunplained 
that  there  are  large  estates  in  New  South 
Wales,  but  the  reports  of  land  commissions 
and  ether  bodies  would  lead  one  to  believe 
that  many  members  of  Parliament  there 
have  at  different  times  helped  to  build  up 
those  lartje  estates. 

Mr.  Chanter. — The  honorable  member 
is  quite  right ;  some  of  the  members  of  Par- 
liament there  have  very  large  estates. 

Mr.  HEDGES.— In  the  Fremanile  Mail 
of  5th  May,  1908,  there  appeared  the  fol- 
lowing:— 

Wist  Austk-xma— "  Has  a  Gjieat  Fctom."— 
pastorar.  resources. 
A  north  of  Ireland  man  named  Mr.  G.  Lowrj 
Moore,  who  recently  returned  to  Great  Britain, 
in  speaking  of  West  Australia,  says  (o  a  presf. 
interviewer  : — "  Only  the  fringe  of  the  Con- 
tinent is  occupied,  and  much  of  the  unoccupied 
land  is  magnificent.  There  is  not  the  leas) 
reason  why  any  one  should  want  in  Australia. 
1  wish  I  had  gone  out  there  twenty  years  ago. 
There  are  thousands  and  thousands  m  Great  Bri- 
tain who  would  not  hesitate  a  day  if  they  only 
knew  of  the  possibilities  for  energy,  brains,  and 
capital. 

"  Western  Australia  has  a  great  future  before 
it.  Make  no  mistake.  Besides  the  rich  mine* 
the  State  is  studded  with,  the  pastoral  and  agri- 
cultural resources  are  really  great,  though  verj 
tittle  known  to  outsiders.  Many  people  arr 
more  than  doing  well  on  the  land  there.  If  the 
mines  were  to  Shut  down  at  once — and  they  stiH 
have  a  long  life  before  them— the  State  would 
go  on  and  prosper." 

Every  word  of  that  is  true,  notwithstandini 
all  the  high  falutin  about  land  not  beinp 
available.  It  seems  to  me  that  many  peoph 
who  are  looking  for  land  fix  their  eyes  or 
some  estate  that  has  been  improved,  anc' 
expect  to  get  itig«te.%»n:iCb©gl)e;^i  per 
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acre,  although  the  criginal  owner,  and  pos- 
sibly a  son  after  him,  may  have  spent  their 
lives  in  bringing  it  to  its  present  state.  It 
is  unfair  to  abuse  people  who  took  up  land 
years  ago,  and,  by  their  great  pioneering 
work,  have  made  the  country  what  it  is 
to-day.  Some  honorable  members  hold  the 
idea  that  there  should  be  no  borrowing  for 
the  development  of  the  country,  but  we 
must  not  forget  that  it  took  millions  of 
money  to  bring  Australia  to  its  present  posi- 
tion. Millions  of  money  created  by  the 
discovery  of  alluvial  gold  in  Victoria  were 
spent  in  clearing  the  scrub  and  making  the 
country  which  is  now  available  for  settlers. 
That  was  not  borxwed  gold,  but  gold  taken 
out  of  the  earth,  and  also  money 
made  by  means  of  other  industries ; 
and  yet  people  expect  to  get,  for 
practically  nothing,  land  on  the  im- 
provement of  which  that  money  was 
spent.  I  could  show,  in  Victoria,  land 
where  there  is  a  clear  line  of  demarkation 
between  the  cleared  and  cultivated  land  and 
the  forest;  and  I  am  convinced  that  it 
would  take  ;^io  <w  jQis  an  acre  to  put 
the  cleared  land  in  the  condition  in  which  it 
is  to-day.  If  one  attempts  to  clear  timber 
away  in  its  green  state  it  costs  ten  times  as 
much  as  it  would  if  it  were  allowed  to  stand, 
for,  say,  twenty  years.  I  am  quite  satisfied 
that  the  pioneers  of  Australia  were  more 
real  workers  than  the  so-called  workers  of 
to-dav.  I  have  been  thirty  years  in  Aus- 
tralia, and  I  coulil  drive  honorable  mem- 
bers to  large  areas  where  the  houses,  origin- 
ally erected  by  the  old  pioneers,  are  still 
standing.  Yet  we  have  men  ccmiing  from 
the  Old  Country  and  complaining  that  the 
Government  have  not  cleared  land  and  pro- 
vided houses  for  them.  Such  preparation 
was  never  expected  by  the  early  pioneers, 
who  carved  their  way  to  fOTtuhe,  and  have 
made  Australia  a  country  for  ns  to  live  in, 
and,  indeed,  a  country  in  which  many  can 
get  a  living  without  working.  What  I  mean 
is  that  those  pioneers,  by  the'r  energy  and 
labour,  placed  the  country  in  such  a  con- 
dition that  trade  unions  could  be  formed 
to  send  representatives  to  this  Parliament 
who  do  not  work.  All  of  us  are  now  reap- 
ing the  benefit,  not  of  past  labour  agitation, 
but  of  the  pluck  an3  energy  of  the  pioneers. 
What  has  been  done  in  the  past  is  open  for 
any  fflie  to  do  in  most  of  the  States  to-day. 
and  especially  in  Western  Australia.  I 
know  of  one  man  in  that  State  who,  within 
the  last  ten  years,  on  a  very  moderate 
salnrv.  has  cleared  a  lartie  area  of  country 
and  iitilijred  it  to  such  an  extent  that  last 
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year  his  crop,  I  am  tirfd,  was  worth 
;£3,ooo.  He  has  now  under  crop  some  600 
acres  of  wheat,  and  he  has  achieved  bis 
presnit  position  by  spending  what  he  could 
afford  out  of  an  ordinary  salary  in  bringing 
the  land  under  cultivation  and  making  a 
home.  Hundreds  df  others  could  do  the 
same,  not  on  the  advice  of  agitat(»^  who 
tell  them  to  go  to  the  Government  for 
assistance,  but  

Mr.  Mathews. — It  is  the  fanners  who 
go  to  the  Government  ias  assistance. 

Mr.  HEDGES.— When  I  used  the  word 
"  agitator,"  I  had  in  my  mind  the  pro- 
posal to  burst  up  big  estates  that  have  been 
improved.  In  some  parts  big  estates  may 
be  a  menace;  but  I  oxitend  that  if  land, 
whether  in  large  or  small  areas,  is  i>ut  to 
the  purpose  for  whidi  it  is  best  fitted, 
there  is  no  ground  for  complaint.  There 
are  inunense  areas  in  Australia  fit  for  ix>- 
thing  but  sheep  country ;  and  I  think  it  is 
a  cruel  idea  to  tax  all  land  over  ^^5,000  in 
value,  if  it  has  been  put  to  its  proper  usp- 
If  any  land  tax  is  imposed,  it  should  be 
without  any  exemption  whatever. 

Mr.  Webst^. — Wil  1  the  honorabi*> 
member  suj^xxt  a  proposition  of  the  kind  ? 

Mr.  HEDGES.— The  honorable  member 
will  not.  When  speaking  on  the  Budget, 
on  the  3rd  November,  1908,  I  suggested 
that,  inasmuch  as  Wmtern  Australia  had 
recCTved  a  "  set-back  "  in  consequence  of 
Federation,  that  State  ought  to  have  sonv 
special  concesaon  when  the  new  financial 
arranfjements  were  made.    I  said — 

*  I  trust  that  when  the  next  Budget  is  placed  be- 
fore the  House  Western  AustraTift  will  receiTc 
more  consideration  than  is  at  present  being  shown 
to  her.  I  hope  the  figures  that  I  hftve  placed  be- 
fore the  Committee  to-dav  will  Drove  that  that 
State  is  entitled  to  that  coosideimtitMi.  Melboorae 
and  Sydney  sre  acting  more  as  distributinf; 
centres  than  they  were  before  Federation,  anH 
as  they  are  so  prosperous,  they  and  the  mem- 
bers representing  them  in  this  Parliament  ^houM 
show  a  certain  amount  of  consideration  for  thr 
States  that  are  using  all  the  material  that  is 
beinc  made  in  the  larger  towns,  and  so  helpin;; 
to  keep  those  towns  going. 

I  am  pleased  to  know  that  at  the  Premiers* 
Conference  at  Tasmania  some  allowance 
for  Western  Australia  was  agreed  on. 

Mr.  Tudor. — That  was  the  suggestion 
of  the  Brisbane  Labour  Conference. 

Mr.  HEDGES.— The  suggestion  was 
made  in  Western  Australia  long  befcwe  there 
was  anv  Labour  Conference  in  Queensland. 
According  to  the 
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for  1907-8,  New  Sooth  Wales  then  bad  a 
surfdus  of  ^i»865,i7o;  Victoria  a  surplus 
of  ^452,244;  Queensland  a  surplus  of 
15,301;  South  Australia  a  surplus  of 
;^273,872;  Tasmania  a  surplus  of 
jC75'389;  while  Western  Australia  had  a 
de&cit  of  ;£2,365.  For  this  year  the  total  in- 
crease in  the  States  revenue  is  ^1,196,863, 
of  which  New  South  Wales  claims 
j^568,328.  That  being  the  position,  we 
must  acknowledge  that  Western  Australia, 
which  was  the  only  State  which  entered 
Federation  with  a  surplus,  is  entitled  to 
special  consideration.  We  find  also  in  the 
GoA'emment  programme  a  proposal  to  take 
over  the  Northern  Territory.  All  that  I 
have  to  sa}  in  regard  to  that  pi'oix>sition  is 
that  if  we  do  take  over  the  Territory,  the 
agreement  should  be  free  from  any  stipula- 
tion as  to  the  route  to  be  traversed  by  any 
railway  that  may  be  ctmstructed.  This 
Parliament  should  be  free  to  determine 
what  route  should  be  selected.  This  pro- 
posal affords  another  reason  why,  in  my 
oiMnion,  special  coisideration  should  be 
given  to  Western  Australia  and  Queensland, 
since  both  those  States  are  developing 
large  areas  of  country  verj'  similar  to  the 
Northern  Territory,  without  the  assistance 
of  the  other  States.  The  Federal  Parlia- 
ment has  seen  fit  to  impose  a  hean*  duty 
on  steel  rsuls,  and  no  one  can  say  that  that 
impost  is  likely  to  help  Western  Australia 
and  Queensland  to  open  up  their  northern 
areas.  Coming  to  the  question  of  defence, 
I  feel  constrained  lo  refer  to  a  statement 
made  in  this  House  on  the  ist  instant  by 
the  honorable  member  for  Hindmarsh,  that 
the  offer  which  the  Commonwealth  Govern- 
ment had  made  to  Great  Britain  would  tend 
to  increase  the  unrest  now  picvalling  In 
India,  and  would  kindle  there  a  blaze  that 
it  would  be  hard  to  extinguish.  It  would 
be  just  as  reasonable  to  sav  that  the  Naval 
Subsidy  that  we  have  hitherto  granted  is 
responsible  for  the  trouble  in  India.  There 
i.<i  absolutely  no  ground  for  such  an  asser- 
tion. I  still  hold  the  opinion  that  I  ex. 
pressed  in  this  House  on  3rd  November 
last,  when  I  said — 

On  the  Ksllmalcs  a  certain  sum  is  set  down 
for  oaval  defence.  Our  safety,  I  contend,  lies 
in  the  fact  that  AustrAlia  is  a  British  Possession, 
If  to-morrow  we  possessed  a  navy  half  as  power- 
fal  85  that  of  Oreat  Britain,  we  should  not  be 
IB  any  safer  position  that  we  are  to-day,  unless 
tve  had  the  Mother  Country  behind  us.  If  we 
possessed  a  navv  as  large  as  that  of  America 
we  should  be  practically  helpless  if  we  were 
DOC  aheltered  under  the  wing  of  Great  Britain. 


1  entertained  that  opinion  before  the  Ame- 
rican Fleet  visited  these  shores. 

In  addition,  I  am  in  favour  of  doing  everything 
that  We  can  to  strengthen  our  forts,  and  to  assist 
in  our  naval  defence. 

This  quotation  will  show  that  in  the  mat- 
ter of  naval  defe.ice  the  Government  pro- 
teose to  adopt  a  course  of  which  I  ap- 
proved as  far  back  as  November  last — 

So  long  as  I  am  a  member  of  this  House,  I 
will  not  be  a  party  to  giving  any  affront  to 
Great  Britain.  It  is  u  affront  for  us  to  say 
to  the  Imperial  anthotities,  "  We  are  practically 
going  to  look  after  our  own  defence."  Surely 
the  British  Admiralty  knows  best  what  is  most 
necessary  for  the  de'fence  of  Australia !  I  do 
not  think  it  is  right  for  us  to  say  to  the  Ad- 
mirallv  authorities,  "  We  propose  to  do  this, 
that,  and  the  other."  It  jvould  be  much  better 
for  us  if  we  said  to  them,  "  We  should  like  to 
do  something  to  help  you.  What  do  yots 
advise  ?" 

Much  abuse  has  been  showered  on  the  Go- 
vernment in  respect  of  their  actiwi  in  send- 
ing tlie  Honoriiry  Mininer — the  honorable 
member  for  Brisbane — tc^  EngUnd,  to  take 
part  in  the  Imperial  Defence  Conference. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  they  have  dtme  that 
which  I  suggested  when  I  said  we  should 
ask  the  Admiraltv,  "What  do  vnu  art- 
vise?"— 

As  Australians,  we  have  no  knowledRe  of 
naval  requirements.  But  we  must  recoiled  lhat 
we  are  dealing  with  a  nation  which  has  been 
.locustomed  to  naval  warfare  from  the  time  when 
wooden  fighting-ships  were  in  vogue  until  the 
present,  when  it  is  turning  out  Dreodnaiights. 
Without  nnv  loss  of  dignity  we  might  cwsult 
the  British  Admiralty  iu  respect  of  our  naval 
defence,  and  be  advised  by  them. 

I  still  hold  that  opinion.  The  honorable 
member  for  Batman  interjected,  "What  do 
they  advise?"    I  replied  — 

That  is  what  I  wish  to  know.  Personally,  I 
think  that  we  should  have  training  ships  stationed 
at  each  port.  Then  any  of  our  boys  who  hap- 
pened to  become  rowdy,  could  be  sent  aboard, 
and  taught  discipline  m  addition  to  something 
useful.  In  aTter  vears  these  lads  would  be  very 
thankful  that  thp  onportunity  was  afforded  them 
of  becoming  good  citizens.  The  best  men  in  the 
British  Navv  have  (gravitated  from  training  ships, 
and  in  Australia  there  is  certainly  a  class  of 
boys  running  about  our  towns  who  would  make 
better  citizens  if  they  were  cleaned,  disciplined, 
and  taught  something  useful.  If  they  are  per- 
mitted to  run  wild  they  will  find  their  way  into 
our  gaols.  Regarding  military  defence,  I  think 
that  the  Government  propose  to  start  at  the 
wronfr  end.  I  believe  that  the  kev  to  the  whole 
position  is  the  compulsory  training  of  our  hoys 
whilst  they  are  at  our  srhnnls  and  colleges. 

The  Government  are  now  proposing  to  do 

what  I  then  advocated. 

If  we  adopted  the  principle  of  compulsory 
training  in  their  case,  in  a^^ry  little  time  we 
should  have  an  nxmfi^T^^^6i^O/fyeAil  capable 
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of  defendiog  Australia.  Whilst  they  are  at 
school  they  are  at  an  impressionable  age  when 
it  is  most  easy  to  inculcate  lessons  of  discipline 
— lessons  which  once  learned  they  will  never 
forget. 

In  the  matter  of  defence,  we  stand  in  much 
the  same  relation  to  the  British  Empire  as 
does  the  citizen  to  the  State  in  regai  d  to 
the  piDt^tion  of  property.  The  man  who 
owns  a  shop  in  Col  I  ins- street  or  elsewhere 
is  expected  to  take  reasooable  precautions 
to  safeguard  it  by  seeing  that  the  windows 
and  doors  are  securely  fastened.  But,  hav- 
ing done  that  he  has  to  trust  to  the  autho- 
lities — to  whose  maintenance  he  contri- 
butes— to  insure  the  safety  of  his  property. 
In  the  same  way,  if  we  attend  to  the  de- 
fence of  our  jKMts — if  we  see  to  our  coastal 
defences — and  make  a  reasonable  contribu- 
tion to  the  cost  of  the  British  Navy,  we 
shall  have  nothing  to  fear.  Before  Aus- 
tralia could  be  taken  by  an  enemy,  it 
would  be  necessary,  first  of  all,  for  th<J 
British  Empire  as  a  whole  to  be  vanquished. 
A  great  deal  has  been  said  as  to  the  offer 
of  a  Dreadnought  to  the  British  Govern- 
ment, but  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the 
gift' the  Government  intend  to  make  will 
not  take  that  form.  I  should  like  our  pre- 
sent naval  subsidy  to  be  increased  from 
;^zoo,ooo  to  ;^50o,ooo  per  annum,  and 
Thereafter  increased  at  the  rate  of 
^100,000  per  annum  until  it  amounted  to 
000,000  per  annum. 
Mr.  KoBBRTS. — How  would  the  honor- 
able member  raise  the  money  ? 

Mr.  HEDGES.— It  is  a  matter  of 
finance,  and  I  think  that  satisfactory  ar- 
rangements could  be  made.  Our  contrihu- 
titwi  per  capita  to  the  cost  of  the  British 
Navy  is  so  small  as  compared  with  Uiat 
made  by  the  peoi^  of  Great  Britain  that 
we  ought  not  to  hesitate  to  be  more  liberal 
in  the  matter  of  our  sut»idy,  and  I  am 
satisfied  that  that  will  be  the  direction 
which  the  offer  of  the  Government  will  ulti- 
mately take.  Coming  to  the  question  of 
the  telephone  and  telegraph  service,  I  un- 
derstand that  it  may  be  necessary  to  float 
a  loan  to  enable  many  improvements  to  be 
made.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  urged  that 
that  should  be  done  in  November  last, 
when  I  said — 

If  it  is  necessary,  money  must  be  obtained  to 
Itrovide  for  these  services.  This  po'icy  of  trying 
'n  do  without  money  and  without  development  is 
■■idiculoiis.  We  mus'  anticipate  the  amounts  re- 
(jnired  by  the  telcnhone,  le'cgraph  and  postal 
servires. 

Althouch  it  has  been  laid  down  that  the  Com- 
'iiOQweaUh  must  not  borrow,  still  there  should 


be  no  harm  in  anticipating  our  requirements.  It 
might  be  much  cheaper  to  spend  1,000,00a 
straight  off,  and  anticipate  our  revenue  for  1 
year  or  two  than  to  continae  muddling  on,  doing 
a  bit  of  repairing  here,  and  a  bit  there,  and 
really  throwing  away  the  money. 

Whilst  on  this  subject,  let  me  say  that  I 
think  it  absolutely  necessary  to  establish  at 
suitable  points  all  round  the  Australian 
coast  Marconi  telegraph  stations.  Almost 
every  day  we  read  in  the  newspapers  of 
cases  in  which  that  system  has  been  advan- 
tageously used  on  large  ocean-going 
steamers.  I  am  informed  that  the  new 
steamers  in  connexion  with  our  oversea 
mail  service  will  be  equipped  with  the  Mar- 
corn  apparatus,  and  it  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary for  us  to  take  in  hand  at  cMice  the 
work  of  erecting  these  stations.  It  is  not 
for  us  to  say  where  they  should  be  estab- 
lished, but  we  ought  to  provide  mcMiey  for 
their  construction. 

Mr.  Webster. — What  would  they  cost.* 
Mr.  HEDGES.— I  am  not  in  the  habit 
nf  making  rough-and-ready  estimates  an 
the  spur  of  the  moment,  but  the  eitperts 
will  probably  fiu^nish  the  honorable  metji- 
lier  with  the  infcwmation  that  he  seeks.  Or 
8th  December  last  I  urged  that  a  perma- 
nent Commission  of  Management  should  be 
appointed,  with  a  staff  of  experts,  to  con- 
trol the  Post  and  Telegraph  Service,  and  I 
am  under  the  impression  that  we  shall  not 
secure  a  satisfactory  service  until  that  is 
done.  The  Ministerial  head  of  the  Depart- 
ment h  changed  so  frequentiv  that  com- 
plications must  necessarily  arise,  and  I 
think  that  the  one  way  out  of  the  difl^culty 
is  the  appointment  of  a  permanent  C«d- 
mission  or  directorate  to  manage  the  whole 
of  the  service  imder  the  control  of  rhe  Post- 
master-General. 1  said  in  this  House  in 
December  last — ■ 

I  doubt  whether  we  shall  get  better  ntanage- 
ment  in  the  Department,  or  whether  the  public 
will  recnve  better  treatment  until  a  permanent 
Commission  of  Management  is  appointed  with 
a  proper  staff  of  expert  inspectors.    AH  the  big 
concerns,  such  as  banks,  are  managed  on  that 
plan.    We  hear  of  no  troubles  of  administralim 
m  connexion  with  such  institutions.    Thev  seem 
to  be  worked  without  friction.    They  have  their 
boards  of  directors    and    their    inspectors  con- 
tinuaUy  travelling  round  to  see  that  the  policy 
of  the  management  is  beine  effectively  carried 
out  according  to  a  uniform  system. 
If  such  a  system  were  adopted,  we  should 
probably  have  the  best  service  that  could 
be  devised.    I  desire  now  to  make  a  brief 
reference  to  the  proposed  amendment  of 
the  Old-age  Pensions  Act.    Sir  Tohn  Coclc- 
burn  has  presented  to  this^  Parliament  a 
memorandum,  whi(^i^^As:,(fl^agfe  y^t 
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given  very  caxeful  consideration  to  the 
question.  '  Speaking  on  this  subject  in  Sep- 
tember, 1906  or  1907,  I  advocated  the 
adoption  of  a  certain  system  of  finance  for 
old-age  pensions.  Similar  svsten-.s  have 
been  in  operation  for  many  years  in  Den- 
mark, Germany,  and  other  countries.  One 
■of  the  conclusions  arrived  at  at  the  Inter- 
national Congress  held  in  Rome  in  1908 
was  as  follows — 

In  every  possible  way  the  sense  of  responsi- 
bility shouM  be  encouraged,  the  workman 
should  pay  his  own  contribution  to  the  sickness 
insurance  fund,  the  duty  being  imposed  upon 
the  employer,  under  penalty  for  default,  of 
aeeiny  that  the  insurance  is  kept  up,  this  being 
made  a  condition  of  employment. 
I  went  further.  I  suggested  that  a  small 
contribution  should  be  made  by  all  em- 
ployes and  .supplonented  by  the  «nployer. 
That  could  be  eawly  worked  out  by  stamp- 
ing alt  wage  sheets  and  making  it  neoes- 
sary  to  give  a  receipt  for  all  wages.  I 
should  like  to  ask  ttie  Treasurer  if  be  wiU» 
when  amending  the  Old-Age  PenMoos  Act, 
cause  the  Act  to  be  altered  so  as  to  allow 
all  institutions,  State  or  private,  to  collect 
the  pensions  to  which  any  of  the  inmates 
would  be  entitled  if  living  outside  such 
institutions.  I  find  on  looking  through  the 
Act  that  if  any  one  in  receipt  of  a  pension 
misbehaves  himself,  the  pensicwi  can  be 
^id  to  a  minister  of  religion,  or  some  one 
else  representing  the  pensioner,  but  if  a 
man  through  no  fault  of  his  own  goes  into 
an  institution,  there  is  no  provision  for  his 
pension  still  to  be  paid,  the  pension  being 
stopped. 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown. — It  is  not  so  in 

New  South  Wales. 

Mr.  HEDGES.— It  should  not  be  so  in 
the  Comm<Miwealth  law.  The  pension  once 
paid  should  be  always  due,  wherever  the 
pensicmer  is.  He  may  be  living  with  his 
f amil  V  and  receiving  a  pension,  and  if 
it  is  necessary  for  him  to  go  into  an  insti- 
tution where  he  can  be  looked  after,  his 
pension  should  not  be  stopped.  I  hope  the 
Treasum-  will  consider  this  suggesticn,  and 
that  members  of  the  Oi^)0»tion  will  assist 
me  in  making  it  law.  In  the  end,  some 
such  provision  will  have  to  be  adopted  in 
Australia.  I  cannot  see  that  the  question 
of  a  man  getting  old  has  anything  to  do 
•with  it.  I  think  the  pension  system  must 
he  converted  into  something  more  like  a  State 
Insurance.  A  man  of  twentv  or  thirty, 
with  a  growing  family,  may  be  incapac- 
itated from  work,  and  the  fact  that 
he  would  reorive  an  old-a^  pmsion  vrhen 
he  reached  the  age  of  sixty-five  would  not 


be  much  consolation  to  him.  The  syst^ 
we  have  adopted  is  very  crude,  and  in  the 
end  we  must  go  back  to  the  methods  of 
some  of  the  older  countries  that  I  have 
mentioned.  Sir  John  Cockburn  puts  my 
view  forcibly  in  his  report  in  these  words — 
It  is  therefore  most  desirable  that  disablement 
from  any  source  should  be  covered  by  insur- 
ance. The  system  should  provide  for  prompt 
and  automatic  cate  of  the  worker,  whether  in- 
jured by  accident  or  suffering  from  occupational 
ot  other  disease. 

Those  are  my  sentiments.  Now  that  we 
are  oa  the  track,  we,  should  follow  it  so 
that  the  pension  will  be  of  real  use  to  a 
man.  Some  men  at  fifty  are  just  as  much 
incapacitated  as  others  at  seventy.  I 
notice  that  there  is  not  much  dissent  on  the 
part  of  the  Oppositicm  from  my  ranarks 
on  that  subject,  and  so  I  take  it  that  they 
are  not  so  antagonistic  to  that  proposition 
as  they  have  been  to  some  of  my  other 
suggestions.  If  they  wish  to  be  fair  to 
the  old  people,  as  they  try  to  lead  us  to 
believe  that  they  are,  they  will  assist  me 
in  providing  .that  the  pension  shall  be 
paid  to  those  who  are  entitled  to  it,  no 
matter  where  they  are. 

Mr.  THOMAS  (Barrier)  [9.18].— The 
honorable  member  for  Wimmera  was  good 
enough  to  say  that  nothing  was  so  calcu- 
lated to  destroy  the  influence  of  the  Labour 
party  as  the  ungracious  way  in  which  they 
went  out  of  office.  The  honorable  mem'- 
l)er,  when  he  made  that  statement,  could 
have  been  neither  a  partisan  nor  patriotic. 
I  take  it  that  when  he  crossed  the  floor  to 
vote  to  dismiss  the  Fisher  Government  frMn 
oflSce  he  was  actuated  by  the  belief  that  it 
was  dangerous  for  the  Labour  party  to 
dominate  the  politics  of  Australia,  and  that 
it  would  be  better  for  the  country  that  our 
influence  should  cease.  When  an' honorable 
member  holding  these  views  is  good 
enough  to  tell  us  that  what  we  are  doing 
tends  to  lessen  our  influence,  he  cannot  be 
either  a  good  partisan  or  a  good  patriot, 
or^  he  would  not  give  us  such  a  hint.  Cer- 
tain sections  of  the  press,  and  some  hon- 
orable members  opposite,  have  stated  that 
the_  members  of  the  late  Alinistry  have  been 
whining  a  good  deal,  because,'  to  use  the 
elegant  phraseology  of  the  Prime  Minister, 
they  have  been  "  drscged  from  the  tart 
shop."  If  I  have  whined  since  I  was  re- 
moved from  oflice,  I  have  absolutely  no 
justification  for  doing  it.  As  far  back  as 
the  beginning  of  the  second  session  of  this 
Parliament,  I  expressed  the  hope,  when 
speaking  on  the  Address-in^Reidv,_ihat  the 
time  would  not  h^W  ^h^lHdfSi  there 
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woulB  be  onW  two  political  parties  in  the 
House,  one  representing  the  wealthy  class, 
the  weil-fed  and  the  splendidly  housed, 
and  the  other  representing  humanity,  and 
the  people  as  a  people.  It  seems  to  me 
that  that  time  has  come.  It  came  a  little 
sooner  than  I  expected,  and  I  have  no  rea- 
son to  cOTiplain  because  my  hopes  have  been 
realized.  I  therefore  cannot  raise  a  single 
complaint,  because  honorable  members, 
who,  a  few  weeks  ago,  sat  on  this  side,  have 
fused,  and  dismissed  the  Fisher  Ministry. 
I  have  always  argued  that  there  was  really 
no  fundamental  difference,  and  no  vital 
principle  separating  the  party  which  called 
itself  Liberal,  and  the  other  which  called 
itself  Conser^'ative,  whereas  there  was  a 
Wtal  principle  separating  us  from  every 
other  party  in  the  House.  Consequently, 
far  from  objecting  to  what  has  been  done, 
I  rather  rejoice  that  it  has  happened,  be- 
cause, to  some  extent,  what  I  previously 
lioped  for  has  come  aboiit.  The  ri{^ht  hon- 
orable member  for  Swan,  a  little  before  the 
fusion  took  place,  stated  in  an  interview 
with  the  Melbourne  Herald  that  it  was 
necessary  to  bring  it  about,  because  the  com- 
mon interests  of  the  then  existing  sections 
of  the  party  opposite  demanded  it.  They 
had,  therefore,  interests  in  common  which 
were  antagonistic  to  those  of  our  t>arty.  That 
bears  out  my  argument  that  there  was  a 
vital  principle  separating  us  from  them, 
whereas  there  was  none  separating  them 
from  one  another.  The  Sydney  Morning 
Herald,  when  the  Fisher  Ministry  were 
dismissed,  published  a  leading  article  to  the 
effect  that  usually,  when  one  Ministry  fol- 
lowed another,  there  was  practically  no 
change  of  policy,  so  that  it  did  not  matter 
much  what  ^linistry  was  in  power. 
But  it  stated  that  in  this  case  there  would 
K-  a  reversal  of  policy;  that  what  the 
Fisher  Government  proposed  to  do  would 
not  be  proceeded  with,  and  that  what  it 
would  not  do  would  be  proceeded  with. 
Those  remarks  show  that  the  Sydney  Morn- 
ing Herald  holds  that  there  is  a  vital  and 
distinct  difference  between  the  Labour 
partv  and  other  political  parties  in  this 
Parliament.  But  a  number  of  thcMe  who 
call  themselres  Liberals— I  take  no 
exception  to  the  terra  if  they  choCKC  to 
apply  it  "to  themselvds— have  frequently 
declared  on  the  public  platform  that  their 
views  differ  radically  from  the  views  of 
those  who  for  years  occupied  the  Opposition 
benches,  and  whcMii  they  called  Conserva- 
tives. Bv  so  doing  they  got  many  electors 
Mr.  Thomas, 


to  \'Ote  for  them.    A  fusion  has  now  been 
brought  about,  and  a  number  of  the  Libe- 
rals have  told  us  that  the  reason  foe  it  is 
that  their  seats  are  in  danger.    The  hoaot- 
able  member  for  Ballarat,  speaking  at  the 
Brisbane  Exhibition  Building,   said  that 
he  was  practically  forced  into  his  present 
position,  because  the  seats  of  himself  and 
a  number  of  his  party  were  being  threat- 
ened by  the  Labour  party.  Other  honorable 
members  have  frankly  admitted  that  they 
were  actuated  by  the  same  reason  in  jcnning 
the  fusion.    Honorable  m«nbers  who  jran 
with  those  of  an  opposite  political  camp 
simply  to  secure  their  seats  have  no  very 
high  ideal.    I  have  been  a  member  of  Par- 
liament for  fourteen  years,  and  hawng 
Iweathed  the  political  atmosphere  during  the 
whole  of  that  time,  can  understand  seme 
members  taking  that  stand;  but  it  has  sur- 
prised me  to  fbid  that  the  party  press,  and 
the  organizations  supporting  these  honor- 
able gentlemen,  excuse   what    they  have 
done.    The  Liberal  party  is  in  a  somevhat 
pitiable  pligM.    Its  members  have  shown  i 
that  they  are  prepared  to  abandon  their 
principles,  and  to  swallow  any  proposals, 
to  secure  their  political  lives.  Apparenib 
they  would  advocate  the  policy  of  the  poli- 
tical Labour  leagues,  or  the  contrary  policy 
of  the  Employers'  Federation,  to  save  their 
seats.    In  this  they  are  lineal  descendants 
of  the  Vicar  of  Bray.    Imagine  what  would 
be  said  if  the  members  of  the  Labour  partv 
acted  in  similar  fashion  I    Had  the  honor- 
able member  for  Wide  Bay  declared  at 
Gympie  a  policy  differing  from  that  od 
which  he  was  elected,  amuung  it  bv  the 
statement  that  he  had  made  cnnproinises 
here  and  there  to  give  himself  a  walk-mv 
at  the  next  election,  what  would  the  Bris- 
bane Worker  have  had  to  say  about  his 
ccmduct?     Or  what   would   the  Sydney 
Worker  have  said  of  the  honorable  member 
for  West  Svdney  had  he  told  his  consti- 
tuents that  he  had  ceased  to  advocate  cer- 
tain measures  in  order  to  secure  his  seat. 
I  know  that  if  I  entered  into  m  alliance 
with  political  opponents,  or  gave  votes  oon- 
trary  to  my  principles,  my  constituenls 
would  quickly  tell  me  that  thev  had  sent 
me  to  Parliament,  not  to  provide  me  with 
a   seat   in   Parliament,    but   so   that  I 
might    advocate   certain    principles,  and 
that,    as    I    was   not    Aiing    so,  the^ 
would    get   some   one   else.     No   doul  t 
it     would     be    inconvenient    to  sornf 
honorable  members  if  the  newspapers  were 
to  demand  that  they  sbcmld  be  mus  to  tbar 
hustings  pledges^i,«^f!iift£ti^^Q»rso^ 
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consequences.  That  would  be  awkward  for 
the  mere  place  hunters,  for  those  who  think 
tiiat,  having,  with  a  lot  of  trouble  and  ex- 
jiense,  got  into  Parliament,  they  should  stay 
here,  coma  what  might.  But  it  would  purify 
the  public  life  of  Australia,  and  raise  Par- 
liament in  the  public  estimation,  if  mem- 
ben,  no  matter  to  what  party  they  be- 
longed, were  true  to  their  election  promises. 
The  honorable  member  for  Robertson  said 
some  time  ago  that  the  members  of  the 
Labour  partv  are  not  free  men. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis.— That  is  so. 

Mr.  THOMAS. — The  honorable  member 
spoke  truly.  We  are  not  free  to  break  our 
premises,  or  to  abandon  om  piindples. 

Mr.  Henry  Wilus. — The  Labour  party 
for  eight  years  supported  a  policy  in  which 
it  did  not  believe.  The  honorable  member 
talks  about  being  true  to  priiKiples,  but 
the  memb*ar.i  of  the  party  tluring  the  whole 
of  that  time  put  their  principles  on  one 
side. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— If  we  abandoned  our 
jirinciples,  we  should  receive  the  relentless 
criticism  of  our  newspapers  and  supporttfs. 
No  doubt  at  the  next  election  tens  of  thou- 
sands will  vote  for  the  Deakin  candidates ; 
many  because  thev  honestly  believe  that  the 
policy  of  the  Labour  party  is  opposed  to 
the  best  interests  of  the  country ;  but  they 
will,  nevertheless,  despise  those  candidates, 
and  feel  the  greatest  contempt  for  their 
leader.  The  Argus  on  the  28th  April  last 
gave  a  reason  for  the  fusion  which,  from 
Its  stand-pmnt,  was  very  plausible.  It 
said — 

Both  leaders  ate  anxious  for  a  raffroche' 
ment.  There  is  no  secret  about  it,  and  the 
terms  will  be  announced  publicly  in  due  time. 
It  is  acknowledged  that  the  Labour  party  is  at 
present  in  a  stronger  position  than  it  ever  has 
been  before,  and  the  longer  the  Government  is 
.Tl'owed  to  exist  the  stronger  it  will  become.  In 
short,  the  wisdom  of  early  action  against  the 
Ministrv  is  obvious  to  all  opponents  of  its 
policy. 

That  testimwiy  that  each  day  the  Min- 
istry remained  in  crffit-e  it  would  become 
strcHiger  because  it  would  grow  in  public 
favour  is  one  which  I,  as  a  humble  member 
of  the  Ministry,  took  as  a  great  ctxnpliment, 
coming  as  it  did,  not  frcwn  the  Laboxu-  press, 
hut  from  a  newspaper  bitterly  opposed  to 
the  Labour  party.  In  Australia  no  Minis- 
trv  can  live  long  in  opposition  to  public 
opinion,  and  I  hope  that  the  time  will 
ne\er  come  when  our  Governments 
will  have  to  depend  on  soldiers  or 
policemen  to  keep  in  power.  The 
Argus  on  izth  May  gave  another  rea- 
son for  the  fusion.    It  then  stated  that, 


whilst  the  members  of  the  Labour  party 
could  address  meetings  in  any  part  of  Aus- 
tralia, other  honorable  members  could  not, 
because  they  did  not  know  to  what  party 
they  belonged.  1  must  confess  that  when 
I  read  those  words,  I  thought  they  were 
rather  rough  on  honorable  members  oppo- 
site. We  on  this  side  may  belong  to  a  Tam- 
many Hall,  or  be  associated  with  machine 
p(^tics,  but,  in  any  case,  we  know/  and 
the  people  know, ."  where  we  are." 

Mr.  Henry  Willis. — The  honorable 
member's  party  threatened  to  boycott  the 
press  unless  it  put  that  kind  of  rubbish  in 
— unless  it  gave  the  party  more  space. 

Mr.  THOMAS-— I  do  not  think  that 
the  honorable  member  for  Robertson  should 
be  so  silly.  A  little  while  ago,  the  honor- 
able member  f<»  Maribyrnong,  at  a  public 
meeting,  stated  that  the  policy  of  the  Fisher 
Government  was  practically  the  same  as 
the  policy  of  the  Deakin  Gowrnment,  with 
a  few  extras  thrown  in.  Of  course,  it  all 
depends  on  what  the  '*  few  extras"  are; 
and  it  is  because  a  "  few  extras  "  are  lack- 
ing that  I  have  no  confidence  in  the  Min- 
istry. As  a  Labour  party,  we  advocate  a 
land  tax  \  and  we  know  that  the  Govern- 
ment are  not  fwepared  at  present  to  bring 
forward  a  proposal  of  the  kind.  The 
question  of  land  value  taxati<m  is  one  not 
only  for  the  country,  but  for  the  city,  and 
I  am  in  favour  of  a  land  tax  not  merely 
for  the  purpose  of  bursting  up  large  es- 
tates, but  also  for  revenue  purposes.  I 
contend  that,  as  a  Federal  Legislature,  we 
have  a  perfect  right  to  resort  to  direct 
taxation  in  order  to  carry  on  the  necessary 
services.  I  have  always  held  the  opinion 
that  if  a  person  possesses  a  piece  of  land, 
and.  by  his  own  twl  or  the  ap- 
plication of  his  experience,  adds  to 
its  value,  that  added  value  should  belong  to 
him,  and  ought  not  to  be  taxed  by  any  Go- 
v^nment  unless  driven  by  the  greatest  of 
extremities.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  if  a 
person  has  land  which  is  increased  in  value 
by  the  energy  of  the  people,  by  the  building 
of  roads,  bridges,  railways,  and  so  forth 
— the  added  value,  it  seems  to  me,  should 
belong  not  to  the  owner,  but  to  the  people 
who  created  the  value.  I  am  glad  to  know 
that  in  this  view  I  am  supported  by  people 
in  high  places.  The  Minister  of  Defence 
some  tfme  ago  said — 

I  do  not  believe  in  paying  for  land  at  all.  T 
believe  in  taxing  it,  and  if  we  tax  it  to  \\%  full 
unimproved  value  we  shall  have  no  need  to  sell 
it;  indeed,  no  one  will  buv[^i,^^Wh*u a  man 
wants  a  bit  of  land^i|ilizaiiiySalA^fIwUas  to  go 
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hundreds  of  miles  back  into  the  bush,  behiod 
his  strong  neighbour,  who  has  picked  out  the 
eyes  of  the  country.  We  ought  to  tax  the  strong 
neighbour  for  every  ounce  of  privilege  which  he 
possesses  over  the  man  who  proposes  to  go  into 
the  bush. 

These  are  noble  sentiments.  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  go  to  the  whole  extent — though 
I  go  a  long  way — and  say  that  we  should 
not  j)ay  for  lanid  at  all ;  and  it  would  be 
interesting  to  know  whether  the  Minister 
of  Defence  has  since  gone  back  on  his  votd, 
Mr  Asquith,  the  Prime  Minister  of  Eng- 
land, speaking  in  the  House  of  Commons 
within  the  last  week  or  so,  said — 

Land  taxes  are  not  taxes  like  those  on  tea 
aad  spirits,  but  are  taxes  on  the  communal  value 
added  to  land  bv  tbe  exertions  of  the  State. 

If  a  gentleman  in  the  high  position  of  Mr. 
Asquith,  is  prepared  to  make  a  statement 
of  that  kind,  1  see  nothing  revolutionary 
(MT  to  be  afraid  of  in  the  proposal  for  a 
certain  amount  of  direct  taxation  for 
Federal  purposes.  One  reason  why  the  Go- 
vernment have  not  my  confidence  and  sup- 
port is  that  they  are  not  prepared  to  make 
a  step  in  this  directiwi.  There  was  a  time, 
1  believe,  when  the  present  Attorney  - 
General  was  a  very  brilliant  expOTient  of 
the  policy  of  land  values  taxation ;  and  I  do 
not  know  whether  he  has  changed  hii 
0|nnion. 

Mr.  Glvnn. — I  have  not  changed  my 
opinicMi. 

Mr,  THOMAS.— I  am  glad  to  hear 
that;  and  1  trust  the  hcmorable  gentleman 
will  be  able  to  induce  his  colleagues  to  im- 
pose a  tax  on  land  values,  instead  of  re- 
sorting to  borrowing  for  certain  purposes. 

Mr.  Sampson. — Does  the  honorable 
member  think  that  we  ought  to  invade  the 
area  of  direct  taxation  now  held  by  the 
States,  while  through  the  Custcnns  we  are 
raising  more  revenue  than  we  are  spend- 
ing. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— I  was  not  aware  that 
we  were  raising  more  revenue  in  this  way 
than  we  are  spending.  Under  the  Con- 
stitution, we  are  entitled  to  one-fourth  of 
the  Customs  and  Excise  revenue,  so  that, 
while  we  depend  on  this  source,  we  must 
return  to  the  States  out  of  every 
we  raise.  Frcrni  statements  made  by  those 
in  authority,  I  understand  that,  at  the  pre- 
sent moment,  we,  as  a  Commonwealth,  are 
using  up  the  whole  of  cm-  quarter,  and  must 
get  more  revenue  frc«n  somewhere. 

Mr.  Sampson. — Will  not  that  provision 
h.ive  expired  before  we  have  nwd  for  the 
mtxiey. 


Mr.  THOMAS.— We  do  not  know  what 
may  happen  in  the  future;  and  we  ought 
to  do  something   now.    Then,    again,  I 
differ  frcHn  honorable  members  opposite  on 
the  question  of  new  Protection.    We  ought 
not  to  be  obliged  to  go  cap-in-hand  to  the 
State  Parliaments  in  order  that  w^e  mav 
protect  the  people  of  Australia.    We  hare 
full  power,  under  the  Customs  Tariff,  to 
protect  employers  and  manufacturers  to  anv 
extent ;  and  I  simply  ask  that,  without  the 
permission  of  any  State   Parliament,  we 
should  have  a  similar  right  to  protect  the 
w<»kers.    I  should  not  be  content  with 
power  to  protect  <xily  those  who  are  em- 
plo>-ed  in  protected  industries,  because,  in 
my  opinion,  we  ought  to  have  the  righi. 
full  and  complete,  to  protect  any  citizen  of 
the  Commonwealth,  irrespective  of  what  his 
work  may  be,  or  where  or  how  he  is  em- 
ployed.     Although  we  have  a  bicameral 
Parliament*  there  is  no  property  qualifica- 
tion for  either  House;  and  if  the  wealthv 
manufacturers  and  employers  may  be  pn>- 
tected,  surely  we  might  ' be  entrusted  to 
protect  the  toilers.  Then,  further,  we  oupht 
to  have  tfie  right  to  nationalize  monopolies; 
and  I  see  no  suggestion  to  that  end  in  the 
statement  by  the  Government.    About  twf> 
years  ago,  this  House,  on  the  suggestion 
of  the  Deakin  Government,  ratified  a  con- 
tract with  an  English  cwnpany  for  earn- 
ing the  mails  between  here  and  England. 
But,  although  that  tender  was  accepted, 
those  interested  were  unable  to  fulfil  their 
obligation.      It  was  oMisdered  that  there 
were  kifiuences  in  England  brought  to  bear 
on  the  cwnpanv  to  prevent  it  from  enter- 
injj  into  the  Australian  trade;  and  the 
Prime  Minister  said — 

So  long  as  the  game — 

that  is  private  enterprise — 

So  long  as  the  game  is  played  legitimaielv, 
it  is  not  a  matter  with  which  we  can  interfere, 
but  if  private  enterprise  stands  across  the  patii 
of  public  interest  for  its  own  selfish  gain,  the 
people  of  this  country  will  be  very  speedil 
asked  whether  thev  do  not  feel  called  upon  ;» 
take  a  hand  in  their  own  protection. 

The  Federal  Parliament  does  not  possess 
the  power  to  natiwiaiize  any  monopoly,  no 
matter  how  injurious  it  may  be  to  the  people 
of  the  Commonwealth;  and,  without  loss 
of  time,  the  people  of  Australia  ought  to  be 
given  the  opportunitv  to  sav  whether  we 
ought  to  have  the  power. 

Mr.  Batcheloh. — The  power  ought  to  be 
somewiiere,  and  the  States,  do  not  posses» 
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Mr.  THOMAS.— Quite  so.  The  power, 
if  given,  will  not  be  used  unless  a  good 
case  w^re  made  out;  but  it  ouj^t  to  be 
there,  in  view  of  the  danger  that  trusts 
have  become  in  other  countries,  and  may  be- 
come here.  We  say  that  majorities  ought 
to  rule;  but,  although  an  overwhelming 
majority  might  be  returned  here,  who  were 
of  opinion  that  some  monopoly  ought  to  be 
nationalized,  no  step  to  that  end  could  be 
taken;  and  the  least  we  ought  to  do  is  to 
ask  the  x)eople  at  the  next  general  election 
to  give  us  the  power.  I  have  dealt  with 
three  points  on  which  I  differ  from  the 
present  Govenunent,  and  they  are  very  im- 
portant points.  There  are  honorable  mem- 
bers, and  s<Mne  sections  of  the  press,  who 
hold  that  the  honorable  member  for  Hume,  in 
the  vigorous  action  he  has  been  taking  lately 
against  the  fusion  party  is  actuated  simply 
by  personal  spleen  and  disappointment. 
I '  am  not  here  to  defend  the  honorable 
member.  He  is  well  able  to  def«id  him- 
self, but  I  think  I  shall  do  him  no  injustice 
by  referring  to  a  conversation  which  I  had 
some  two  years  ago  with  a  friend  of  mine 
who  is  also  a  great  personal  and  political 
friend  of  the  present  Prime  MinistO'.  I 
was  spending  an  evening  with  the  gentle- 
man in  questi<Mi,  shortly  after  the  honor- 
able member  for  Baltarat  had  become  very 
unwell — so  unwell,  indeed,  that  a  large 
number  of  his  friends  were  very  anxious 
about  him.  And  let  me  say,  in  passing, 
that  however  bitter  may  be  the  political 
vendetta  that  the  Labour  party  are  now 
waging  against  him,  we  are  all  pleased 
that  he  has  been  completely  resttned  to 
health.  In  the  course  of  my  conversation 
with  the  Prime  Minister's  friend,  I  think 
that  I  must  have  said  something  that  was 
not  very  complimenary  to  the  honorable 
member  for  Hume,  because  he  replied, 
"  ThOTTias,  I  do  not  think  you  ought  to 
say  that  about  Sir  William  Lyne.  When 
Mr.  Deakin  was  so  ill,  a  little  while  ago, 
he  was  anxious  to  resign  die  office  of  Prime 
Minister,  but  Sir  William  said  to  him, 
'  Do  not  reagn.  Go  away  for  two  or 
three  months.  Go  to  some  place  where  -you 
will  hear  nothing  of  politics ;  try  to  forget 
everything  about  the  Federal  Parliament, 
anl  in  your  absence,  I  shall  do  my  best 
to  carry  on  the  Government.*  "  At  that 
moment  the  glittering  prize  of  the  Prime 
Ministership  of  Australia  was  almost  in  the 
hands  of  the  honorable  member  for  Hume. 
The  Labour  party  had  not  dissociated 
themselves  from  the  Deakin  party,  and 


many  of  us  would  have  been  even  more 
ready  to  support  the  Liberal  party  led  by 
the  honorable  member  for  Hume  than  we 
were  to  support  it  under  the  leadership  of 
the  hcHiorable  manber  for  Ballarat. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — But  the  Labour 
party  was  not  the  only  party  in  this  Par- 
liament. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— Quite  so.  To  the 
credit  of  the  hcviorable  member  for  Hume 
be  it  said  that  he  refused  to  seize  the 
glittering  prize.  But  what  can  we  say  of 
the  right  honorable  member  for  Swan,  who 
left  the  present  Prime  Minister  in  his  hour 
of  need?  Well  do  T  remember  the  occa- 
sion when  the  honorable  member  for  Hind- 
marsh  in  the  course  of  the  debate  on  the 
Address-in-RepIy,  in  19071  attacked  the 
right  hcmorable  gentleman  who  was  then 
Treasurer  in  the  Deakin  Government,  and 
who,  turning  to  him  said,  ' '  Why  do  you 
not  pitch  into  the  Prime  Minister?  He 
has  said  more  unkind  things  about  your 
party  than  I  have."  I  was  sitting  close  to 
the  right  honorable  member  at  the  time> 
and  I  asked,  "  What,  do  you  want  Hutdii- 
SCM1  to  pitdi  into  a  nek  colleague?  " 

Sir  John  Forskst. — I  do  not  remember 
the  incident 

Mr.  THOMAS.— Then  I  am  glad  that 
I  looked  up  Haiuard  to-day. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  Labour  party 
have  always  been  pitching  into  me,  and 
have  been  afraid  to  attack  the  Prime  Min< 
ister. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— I  find,  on  turning  to 
Hansard,  of  5th  July,  1907,  that  the  right 
hffliorable  member  fcH-  Swan,  who  was  then 
Treasurer  in  the  Deakin  Government,  said 
to  the  honorable  member  for  Hindmarsh, 
"  Why  does  not  the  honorable  member  turn 
his  attention  to  the  Prime  Minister?" 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  Prime  Min- 
ister's health  had  not  broken  down  at  that 
time.  He  was  in  the  House  when  the  de- 
bate on  the  Address-in-Reply  was  c^ned. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— But  not  when  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Hindmarsh  was  speak- 
ing. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  honorable 
member  is  wrong,  and  is  trying  to  take  a 
mean  advantage  of  me. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— Not  at  all. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  honwable 
member  is ;  he  is  absolutely  misrepresent- 
ing me. 

Mr.  THOMAS— I  know  that  I  am 
right.  Immediately  after  the  honorable 
member  for  Hindmarsh  sat  down  I  spoke 
to  him  of  the  inteSjilMiif^  made  by  the  right 
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honorable  member,  and  he  assured  me  that 
he  had  not  heard  it,  otherwise  he  would 
have  replied  to  it. 

Sir  John  Forrest.— During  the  debate 
on  that  Address-in-Reply,  the  honorable 
member  for  Kalgoorlie  was  attacking  me, 
whilst  I  was  away  interviewing  the  Prime 
Minister. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— I  am  talking  not  of 
tlie  speech  of  the  honorable  member  ioc 
Kalgoorlie,  hut  of  that  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Hindmarsh. 

Sir  John  Forrest.— The  honorable 
member  is  misrepresenting  me,  and  in  a 
mean  way,  too. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— I  repeat  that  I  am  not. 
It  is  immaterial  to  me  whether  the  right 
honorable  gentleman  sits  on  the  Treasury 
bench  or  in  any  other  part  of  the  House, 
but  sinre  srane  honorable  members  have 
found  fault  with  the  h<morable  member  few 
Hume  because  he  has  felt  called  upcm  to 
sit  in  Opposition,  I  have  felt  it  necessary, 
to  refer  to  this  incident.  If  soiiK  hCHi- 
orable  members  think  they  are  justified  in 
sacrificing  their  principles  in  order  to  save 
their  seats,  1  am  not  surprised  that  an 
honorable  member,  believing  that  his  leader 
had  abandoned  him,  although  he  stood  by 
him  when  he  was  ill  and  in  difficulties, 
should  speak  strongly.  Is  it  not  reason- 
able that  he  should  speak  strongly  wh«i 
he  believes  that  in  sudi  circumstances  his 
former  leader  has  abandtmed  him  and  has 
taken  to  his  bosom  an  hcHiorable  member 
who  was  prepared  to  sacrifice  him. 

Sir  John  Forrest.— The  honorable 
member  for  Hume  had  a  lucrative  appmnt- 
ment  at  the  time.  Why  should  he  have  re- 
signed? I  resigned  my  position  as  Trea- 
surer, and  was  ^used  by  the  Labour  party. 
The  honorable  member  has  never  given  up 
a  good  billet  in  his  life. 

Mr.  THOMAS. — The  honorable  member 
is  quite  right. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  did  not  hesitate 
to  resign. 

Mr.  Batchelor.— For  the  first  time. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  did  resign.  That 
is  more  than  the  honorable  member  has  ever 
<lone. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — It  is  not. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Order! 

Mr.  THOMAS. — An  honorable  member 
recently  quoted  in  this  House  a  statement 
reported  to  have  been  made  by  a  Mr.  Coulls 
at  a  congress  held  in  Sydney,  to  the  effect 
that  he  was  t»ot  prepared  to  fight  for  bis 
cmintry ;  that  he  would  allow  the  Japanese 
or  the  Germans  to  take  it,  and  offer  no  de- 


fence, since  he  had  nothing  to  defend.  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  Mi. 
Coulls,  who  made  that  statement,  is  a  very 
decent  fellow,  and  that  those  were  rKrt  the 
opinions  of  the  real  man.  They  were  no 
more  his  honest  convictions  than  they  are 
mine  or  those  of  the  Prime  Minister.  I 
remember  some  years  ago  listening  to  a 
sermon  delivered  by  a  leading  Methodist 
minister  in  South  Australia  whom  you,  Mr. 
Speaker,  know  very  well,  in  the  course  <rf 
which  he  said  that  if  he  were  unable  to 
satisfy  the  cry  of  his  children  for  bread — 
if  he  could  do  nothing  to  satisfy  thdr 
hunger — he  would  be  driven  well-nig^ 
mad,  and  should  not  like  to  be  held  respons- 
ible for  what  he  might  say  in  such  circum- 
stances. Mr.  Coulls,  who  made  the  state- 
ment to  which  I  have  just  referred,  has 
known  what  it  is  to  enter  his  home  and 
to  find  those  near  and  dear  to  him  shut  of 
the  necessities  of  life  That  was  his  ei- 
perience  as  the  outcome  of  a  very  seriom 
industrial  struggle  at  Broken  Hill,  and  it 
was  in  such  circumstances  that  he  made 
the  statement.  I  have  been  refreshing  mj 
memory  by  a  reference  to  Hansard  as  to 
some  statements  made  in  the  Legislative 
Assembly  of  New  South  Wales  by  the  pre- 
sent Minister  of  Defence  regarding  a  strife 
that  took  place  at  Broken  Hill  in  1892. 
The  honorable  gentleman  said — 

I  do  not  agree  with  those  who  have  denounced 
the  leaders  in  the  strike.  It  is  always  a  popu- 
lar thing  to  denounce  a  man  who  is  leading  » 
the  losing  side.  I  refuse  to  believe  all  that  has 
been  said  about  the  leaders  in  the  Broken  Hill 
strike.  Whatever  has  been  done  by  them  great 
•lUowance  must  be  made  for  men  in  their  posi- 
tion. Their  words  oupht  not  to  be  weighed  wiA 
such  nicety  as  under  ordinary  circumstances.  Tbfwe 
who  condemn  those  men  in  a  sweeping  manner 
do  not  know  from  experience  what  a  strike  re.il'- 
means.  If  they  had  had,  as  I  have  had,  ex- 
perience of  a  seven  months'  strike,  their  feel- 
ings would  be  verv  different  indeed.  I  wiH  act  con- 
demn in  a  wbolesa'e  way  men  who  are  hundredi 
of  miles  way,  living  under  very  strained  cona- 
tions. 

Those  were  kindly,  just,  and  noble  senti- 
ments, and  I  am  satisfied  that  every  gener- 
ous and  fair-minded  dtizen  of  Australia  is 

prepared  to  make  a  very  liberal  allowance 
for  words  that  are  uttered  by  men  in 
straitened  circumstances.  Although  Mr. 
Coulls  made  the  statement  attributed  to 
him,  I  should  prefer  to  trust  to  him  to 
assist  to  defend  Australia  in  its  hour  of 
danger  than  to  rely  tipon  the  honorable 
member  for  Corio,  who  quoted  his  re- 
marks. I  would  rather  trust  him  to  assist 
to  defend  Anstralia  than/plitjnv^ftKt  in  anv 
man  who  voluntestlfiadfet^Wa^Jft  Africa 
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at  the  time  of  the  Boer  war,  and  on  the 
day  set  apart  for  the  examination  of  can- 
didates, did  not  parade. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis. — That  is  a  cowardly 
attack. 

Mr.  THOMAS— Why  did  the  honor- 
able member  for  Corio  quote  the  remarks 
made  on  the  occasion  in  questitm  Mr. 
Coulls?  WI10  is  Mr.  Coulls  that  his  name 
should  have  been  brought  into  this  debate? 
The  infcrttice  was  this ;  The  remarks  were 
made  at  a  Labour  Congress,  he  is  a  Labour 
man,  and  therefore  the  Labour  party  are 
disloyal.  I  grudge  no  member  and  no  party 
any  vote  or  adherent  won  by  the  misrepre- 
sentati<m  of  oppcxwnts  or  by  false  deduc- 
ticms,  because  votes  so  won,  adherents  so 
gained,  cannot  be  permanently  retained. 
Happily,  the  schoolmaster  is  abroad  in  Aus- 
tralia, and  no  party  can  live  merely  by  mis- 
representing its  opp«ients.  The  Labour 
party  lost  votes  at  the  last  election  because 
certain  members  went  about  saying  that  we 
were  prepared  to  interfere  with  the  sanct  ty 
of  the  home  and  the  marriage  tie.  But  we 
won  more  votes  than  we  lost  because  our 
opponents  made  those  statements.  The 
Labour  movement,  or  Political  Labour 
party  as  we  understand  it  to-day,  entered 
the  political  arena  twenty  ot  twenty-<Hie 
years  a^,  amidst  the  jeers  of  the  people 
and  the  sneers  of  the  press.  But  we  have 
so  made  headway  that  to-day  we  have  been 
able  to  make  the  great  National  liberal 
party  of  Australia  bite  the  very  dust.  The 
Liberal  party,  a  few  years  ago,  had  a 
policy  of  its  own,  a  programme  of  its 
own,  a  flag  of  its  own,  and  watch- 
words of  its  own ;  but  that  flag  has 
been  lowered,  that  policy  is  now  dictated 
to  it  by  outside  organizations,  and  others 
coin  its  watchwords.  Its  memhors  have 
had  to  do  this,  in  order  that  they  may 
be  saved  from  annihilation  by  the. 
onward  march  of  the  Labour  party. 
The  Liberal  party  has  struck  its  tent,  and 
has  gone,  t»g  and  baggage,  into  the  camp 
of  its  hereditary  enemies  the  Conservatives, 
in  order  to  escape  annihilaticxi.  We  started 
as  a  Labour  party  about  twenty  years  ago, 
amidst  the  scoffs  and  the  laughter  of  the 
parties  that  for  so  long  had  held  sway  in 
the  political  arena.  But  to-day  we  have 
forced  every  other  party  in  politics  to  read- 
just ^heir  party  lines.  We  have  compelled 
them  to  sweep  away  ancient  political  land- 
marks and  to  obliterate  life-long  animosi- 
ties. We  have  oMnpelled  Alfred  Deakin, 
the  idol  of  Victoria,  to  eat  his  words.  We 
have  made  him  in  this  House  do  that  wh'cb. 


before  his  constituents  at  the  last  general 
election,  and  again  and  again  in  this  House, 
he  said  he  would  never  do.  We  have  forced 
the  honorable  member  for  Maribyrnong, 
who  would  have  us  believe  that  he  is  not  only 
the  apostle  of  ant i- sweating,  but  the  be-all 
and  end-all  of  the  Anti-Sweating  League,  to 
become  the  associate  of  the  hcmorable  mem- 
ber for  Parkes,  who  makes  it  his  boast  that 
he  advocates  freedcmi  of  OMitract.  Sir, 
there  is  a  greater  triumph  even  than  this. 
We  have  compelled  the  honorable  member 
for  Bourke,  whose  inunaculate  soul  stands 
aghast  at  the  very  idea  of  having  anything 
to  do  with  the  Labour  party,  because  in 
his  constituency  a  Labour  league  passed  a 
resolution  condemning  the  municipal  council 
for  spending  money  on  temperance  le^s- 
lation,  to  enter  into  the  p(rfxtical  6ght  under 
the  distinguished  patronage  of  the  manu- 
facturer of  Boomerang  brandy.  Those  are 
the  victories  that  in  twenty  vears  we  have 
achieved,  and,  in  view  of' them,  I  do  not 
think  that,  as  a  party,  we  need  show  anv 
impatience  with  the  progress  we  have  made. 
Let  us  but  make  the  same  progress  during 
the  next  ten  years,  and  complete  victorv 
must  be  ours.  We  have  made  that  advance 
against  the  press,  because  we  have  had  no 
daily  papers  to  support  us ;  we  have  made 
it  in  spite  of  e^'erv  vested  interest,  and  we 
have  made  it  against  the  brilliant  orators 
of  Australia,  b«ause  thev  have  been  on 
the  platform  against  us.  We  have  not  had 
the  rhetoric  of  the  schools  to  help  us ;  we 
have  only  been  able  to  go  on  the  platform 
and,  with  stammering  tongues,  to  put  our 
programme  before  the  people.  But,  in  spite 
of  all  that,  we  have  made  the  advances  and 
achieved  the  triumphs  that  1  have  spoken 
of.  That  shows  conclusively  that  righteous- 
ness is  on  our  side.  I  have  been,  with  mv 
colleagues,  accused  of  whining  because  T 
have  been  dismissed  from  Ministerial  oflSce. 
I  grudge  no  one  his  seat  upon  the  Treasury 
bench.  It  is  an  honorable  ambition  for  any 
member  to  endeavour  to  obtain  a  seat  tfiere. 
If  members,  when  sitting  there,  are  able 
to  carry  out  the  policy  that  thev  believe  in, 
it  adds  charm  to  the  office  ;  hut.  if  thev 
are  unable  to  do  that,  the  office  is  robbed  of 
its  chief  attraction.  I  am  prepared  to  admit 
that  if  we  had  been  allowed  to  sit  there  for 
some  time  longer  we  should  probablv  not 
have  been  permitted  to  carrv  out  our  policv. 
T  believe  I  look  just  as  happy  as  does  the 
present  Postmaster-General,  and  I  grudge 
no  one  his  position  in  the  Min'strv ;  but 
one  member  whom  I  dfeply  regiet  to  see 
there  is  the  MihiM  toKl^^^^^  There 
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are  those  who  say  that,  as  the  outcwne  of 
the  fusion,  free  Trade  is  thrown  overboard. 
Others  say  that  Protection  has  been  sacri- 
ficed.   I  care  not  which  of  those  statements 
is  correct,  because  I  do  not  worry  in  the 
slightest  about  fiscalism.    Some  say  that 
liberalism  has  been  sacrificed,  others  that 
Conservatism  has  gone  overboard.    I  caie 
not  which  of  those  cbims  is  true,  because 
I  take  no  interest  in  the  fortunes  of  any 
party  but  my  own;  but  I  do  regret  to 
see    the    Minister    of    Defence  sitting 
upon   the   Treasury   bench,    because  hi 
has    betrayed    the    class    from  which 
he  sprang,   and   to    which  he  belongs. 
For,  although  he  and  I  did  not  enter  the 
State  Parliament   in  the  same  year,  we 
were  elected  practically  on  the  same  plat- 
form, and  the  miners  of  Lithgow  had  the 
same  idea  in  their  mind  when  they  elected 
him  as  had  the  miners  of  Broken  Hill 
when  they  elected  me.    If,  when  he  was 
returned  fcH*  the  first  time  by  the  mino'B  of 
Lithgow  some  one  had  said  to  him  that  the 
time  was  not  far  distant  when  instead  of 
sitting  (XI  the  same  ade  as  the  President 
of  the  Australian  Workers  Union  he  would 
be  dtting  on  the  side  of  the  Employers' 
Fedaration,  I  venture  to  say  that  with  in- 
•dlgnation  he  would  have  turned  upon  his 
assailant  and  asked,  "  Is  thy  servant  a  dog 
that  he  should  do  this  thing?"    The  first 
time  he  ever  visited  Ballarat  was,  I  ven- 
ture to  say,  as  one  who  was  attending  the 
Trades  Union  Oxigress,  in  order  that  the 
mn-kers  mij^t  be  welded  together  to  fight 
their  common  enemy,  capitalism.    But  the 
last  visit  he  paid  to  that  beautiful  dty 
was  as  the  champion  of  the  women's  sec> 
ti<ni  of  the  Australian  Naticmal  Associa- 
tion.  In  Australia  there  is  no  league  which 
is  more  bitterly  opposed   to  the  ideals 
and    the    aspirations    of    the  Labour 
Partv   than   is  the  league  under  whose 
auspices    the    honorable    member  went 
to    Baliarat    on   the    last    occasion.  It 
mo.y  be  that  in  his  heart  of  hearts  he  thinks 
that  in  twice  helping  to  dismiss  a  Labour 
Ministry  from  crffice  he  was  dcnng  that 
which  he  believed  to  be  the  best  for  the 
people  who  sent  him  here,  for  the  com- 
munity of  which  he  is  a  m«nber,  and  for 
the  Commonwealth  of  which  he  is  a  citizen. 
If  he  honestly  holds  that  belief  it  is  not 
for  me  to  ^udge  him  or  question  his  motives. 
I  cannot  but  express  my  regret— I  avow  that 
It  is  not  in  anger,  but  in  sorrow — that  one 
to  whom  I,  in  1892,  sent  a  telegram  from 
Broken  Hill,  congratulating  him  with  de- 
light upon  being  made  the  Leader  of  the 
Hir.  Thomas. 


Labour  party  of  New  South  Wales,  that  he 

whcHn  the  miners  of  Lithgow  had  taken 
from  the  mouth  of  the  ^uaft  and  sent 
into  the  political  arena,  should  have  so 
disappointed  his  friends.  I  express 
my  regret  that  one  to  whom  the  Democrac)- 
of  New  South  Wales  looked  in  1892,  1893, 
and  1894,  with  so  much  hope,  pride,  and 
expectancy,  has,  instead  of  b^g  widi  us, 
permitted  himself  to  be  associated  with 
those  forces  which  are  ever  assailing  us, 
and  has  brcome  the  sworn  ally  of  those 
interests  which,  if  they  had  their  way, 
would  sweep  the  Labour  party  out  of  poli- 
tics to-morrow,  which  would  remove  eveiy 
protection  that  the  worker  to-day  possesses, 
which  would  sweep  away  every  privilege 
that  the  toilers  have  wrung  from  an  un- 
willing and  impudent  plutocracy,  and  vrouJd 
once  more  place  us  luider  an  industrial 
despotism  as  cruel  as  that  of  the  tadc- 
masters  of  Egypt  and  as  remorseless  as 
that  of  the  slave-drivers  of  Carolina. 

Mr.    WILKS    (Dalley)  [10.25].— The 
speech  which  has  just  been  delivered  by 
the  hcsiorable  member   for  Barrier,  the 
ex-Fostmaster-General  is,  compared  with 
other  speeches  delivered  from  the  Oppod- 
tion  side,   very  much   like  a  strong  sea 
breeze  on  a  summer's  day.    I  was  very 
pleased  to  hear  the  speech,  because  it  wai 
free  from  whining  and  most  manly.  If 
you,  sir,  have  watched  the  debate  verj- 
carefully  you  will  have  noticed  that  the 
honorable  member  apparently  takes  Theo- 
dcwe  Hook  as  his  nK>del.    He  says  that 
those  that  weep  best  weep  as  mutes.  He 
certainly  has  not  been  mute  to-night,  nnd 
he  has  not  w^t.    I  agree  with  him  that 
the  members  of  the  Labour  party,  e^ 
cialty  those  who  have  not  been  Ministers, 
have  no  occasion  to  weep.    If  ever  a  ]«li- 
tical  party  had  a  good  turn  dcme  to  th-m 
it  was  dwie  to  the  Labour  partv  when  it 
was  displaced  from  power.  In  my  opinion, 
it  was  a  bad  piece  of  tactics.    I  think 
that  those  who,  to-day,  call  themselves 
fnsicmists  forced  the  posilimi  too  quicklv. 
If  the  Fisher  Government  had  been  kept 
in  power  by  an  alliance  with  what  was 
then  known  as  the  Deakinites  thev  would 
have  had  to  do  what  their  allies  told  them. 
But  they  are  liberated  from  all  that,  ard 
can  now  attack  the  Ministry,  live  up  to 
their  ideals,  which  the  honorable  m^^piher 
for  Barrier  referred  to  so  pathetically,  with 
great  cheapness  to  themselves  and  at  no 
cost  to  any  one,  and  parade  their  high 
virtues,  as  they  never  nedect  to  do,  at  the 
neict  election.    Tb^iihOB^kUdQ^iBer  for 
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Barrier  is  to  be  cOTiplimented  for  another 
reason.  He  went  out  of  the  beaten  track. 
On  each  side  of  you,  sir,  there  is  a  most 
intricate  instrument.  I  looked  at  them 
yesterday  and  on  the  previous  nine  days. 
They  are  put  in  those  positions  for  the 
purpose  of.  re^stering  the  humidity  of 
the  atmosphere.  Every  time  I  looked  at 
the  instruments  after  listening  to  the  Op- 
position, the  register  was  "  Very  dry."  I 
am  certain,  however,  that  during  the  last 
speech  the  dryness  was  not  quite  so  appa- 
rent. My  honorable  friends  u.sed  the  Age 
every  time,  and  that  no  doubt  accounts 
for  the  dryness.  It  has  been  quoted  from 
by  every  speaker  on  that  side,  except  the 
hcmorabie  member  for  Barrier,  who  gave 
the  Argus  a  turn.  Too  many  honor^le 
members  on  the  other  side  have  been  lean- 
ing on  what  the  newspapers  have  said. 
When  it  suits  the  idealists  on  the  other 
side  they  tell  me  not  to  believe  the  news- 
papers, but  thev  can  themselves  use  ex- 
tracts with  a  good  deal  of  avidity  and 
force.  The  writers  on  the  Age  and  Argus 
are  very  much  like  politicians.  They  ac- 
cuse politicians  of  speaking  with  their 
tonsjue  in  their  cheek,  but  I,  a  humble 
politician,  accuse  the  journalists  of  writ- 
ing very  often  with  their  tongue  in  their 
cheek.  What  the  Age  has  said  on  one 
occasicm  it  will  depart  from  on  the  next 
occasion.  In  this  age  of  enlightenment, 
with  easy  access  to  the  electors  from  the 
public  platform  the  average  politician  need 
not  fear  the  jness.  This  is  not  a  press- 
ridden  or  press-directed  age.  The  jour- 
nalists certainly  take  up  certain  lines  of 
public  thought,  and  just  as  it  suits  them 
they  present  their  views  to  the  publia 
But  for  members  of  the  Labour  party  to 
shelter  themselves  behind  the  Age  is  a  sign 
of  weakness,  an  admission  that  they  are 
prepared  to  use  the  old  weapon  of  party 
warfare  just  the  same  as  do  those  whom 
they  have  replaced.  Suppose,  said  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Parrier,  that  at  Gympie 
the  honorable  member  for  Wide  Bav  had 
made  a  speech  for  the  purpose  of  securing 
immunity  from  opposition  here,  what  would 
have  been  said  of  him?  That  sounds 
very  well  until  it  is  properly  analyzed. 
The  honorable  member  for  Wide  Bay  could 
not  have  said  any  more  at  Gympie  than  he 
did  say,  and  he  could  have  said  no  less,  be- 
cause the  Gympie  speech  was  only  a  repe- 
tition of  what  the  Labour  Leagiies  of  Aus- 
tralia had.  said  two  years  before.  Pro- 
bably the  language  in  which  it  was  ex- 
pressed was  chosen  by  the  honorable  mem- 


ber, and  by  some  of  the  members  of  his 
Cabinet,  but  I  do  not  think  that  I  am  doing 
the  honorable  member  any  injustice  when  I 
congratulate  him  upon  the  Gympie  speech 
as  an  evidence  of  his  powerful  memory  in 
being  able  to  repeat  so  well  for  the  electors 
the  previously -expressed  intents  of  the 
Labour  Leagues.  The  pathos  of  the  re- 
marks of  the  honorable  member  for  Barrier 
approaches  very  closely  to  bathos,  when  we 
remember  that  the  honorable  member  for 
Wide  Bay  could  not,  in  announcing  the 
policy  of  his  Government,  depart  from  what 
had  already  been  written  down  for  him  by 
the  Labour  Leagues  of  Australia. 

Mr.  Batchelok. — That  is  exactly  what 
the  h<^iorabIe  member  for  Barrier  was 
saying. 

Mr.  WILKS. — No;  the  honorable  mem- 
ber would  have  us  believe  that  he  and  other 
honorable  members  on  the  other  side  are 
self-reliant.  Honorable  members  opposite 
are  buttressed  outside  by  a  very  powerful 
organization .  Their  progra mme  was  an 
electors'  programme.  I  must  admit  that, 
coming  as  it  did  from  the  peofjle  to  the 
politicians,  no  one  could  cavil  at  it.  Un- 
fortunately, the  reverse  of  that  course  is 
followed  on  this  side.  I  admit  that  can- 
didly, both  as  regards  the  Deakinites  or 
the  allies  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Parramatta.  What  honorable  members  on 
this  side  lack  unmistakably  is  a  well-de- 
fined organization.  They  may  think  that 
by  calling  up  their  financial  resources,  and 
beating  the  press  drums,  they  will  effect  a 
victory,  but.  with  the  exception  of  one  or 
two  unimportant  organizations,  the  party  on 
this  side,  particularly  in  view  of  the  pro- 
gramme they  have  submitted,  have  ro 
powerful  outside  organization  to  support 
them.  H(morable  members  opposite  are 
indeed  very  fortunate  in  <wie  rense,  seeing 
that  thev  have  a  very  powerful  organization 
clamouring  for  their  return,  insisting  upon 
their  privileges,  and  excusing  their  mis- 
takes. But  they  must  pay  the  full  price 
for  that,  and  the  full  price  is  the  loss  of 
personal  freedom.  The  leagues  and 
Labour  Conferences  direct  their  policy.  I 
do  not  say  that  they  object  to  the  policy, 
because  I  know  they  take  a  part  in  framing 
it,  but  for  the  assistance  of  the  disciplined 
force  outside  that  fights  their  tattles,  holds 
their  seats  for  them,  and  make  exaises  for 
them,  thev  must,  as  individuals,  pay  the 
prioe.  The  honorable  member  for  Barrier 
has  said  that  honorable  members  on  this 
side  hold  up  the  picture  onlv  of  those  who 
are  well  housed  and  well  fed — the  wealthy 
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classes.  That  is  a  statement  which  every 
honorable  manber  on  this  side,  who  has  any 
manhood  in  him,  must  resent.  The  utter- 
ances of  the  honorable  member  foe  Barrier 
represent  the  height  of  insolence  and  impu- 
dence in  political  life.  When  the  honcwable 
member  says  that  we  are  concerned  only 
about  the  well-housed,  well-fed,  and  well- 
clothed,  he  will  allow  me  to  say,  without 
the  slightest  restricticm  on  my  personal  in- 
clinations, that  there  is  hardly  a  member  on 
the  other  side  who  is  not  possessed  of  more 
of  this  world's  goods  than  I  am. 

Mr.  Baufohd. — The  honorable  member 
said  that  before. 

Mr.  WILKS.— And  I  shall  say  it  again. 
I  resent  the  statement  of  the  honorable 
naember  for  Barrier  that  members  on  this 
side  are  the  advocates  only  of  the  well- 
housed  and  the  well-dressed.  Humani- 
tarianism  is  not  cmfined  to  members  of  the 
Labour  party.  There  are  members  of  the 
Oppositicm  who  are  as  avaricious  as  are  any 
honorable  members  on  this  side.  There 
are  many  honorable  members  oppoate  who 
are  as  (tesirous  of  improving  their  personal 
position  as  are  hcmoraUe  members  on  this 
side. 

Mr.  Cask. — ^Why  does  not  the  honorable 
member  talk  politics? 

Mr.  WILKS. — I  am  answering  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Barrier. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber is  not.  He  has  mistaken  the  honorable 
member's  point  altc^ether, 

Mr.  WILKS. — I  am  replying  to  the 
actual  statements  made  by  the  honorable 
member.  I  am  not  dealing  with  extracts 
from  the  newspapers.  Ministerialists  can 
<lefend  themselves,  but  I  take  the  bonor- 
ah)e  member's  remarks  as  personal  to  me, 
and  I  defend  myself.  As  a  native  of  Aus- 
tralia, I  think  so  well  of  my  country,  and 
of  the  class  from  which  I  come,  that  I  am 
ylad  to  be  able  to  say  that  the  Labour  party 
uf  to-day  is  not  the  Labour  party  of  twenty 
Ncars  ago.  The  Lalxmr  pnrty  of  to-day  is 
not  the  Lalxjur  party  in  which  the  honor- 
able memlier  for  Parramatta  was  such  a 
prominent  figure.  I  agree  with  the  expres- 
■^ions  of  regret  by  tlie  honorable  member  for 
Barrier  that  the  honorable  member  ior 
Parramatta  has.  apparently,  removed  him- 
>>;lf  from  the  direction  of  those  for  wh<»n 
he  was  fighting. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Tliev  removed  me. 

Mr.  WILKS. — I  would  never  have 
allowed  them  to  remove  me. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.. — Would  the  hof.or- 
able  member  have  signed  the  pledge? 


Mr.  WILKS.— No,  and  I  should  not  ask 
the  honorable  member  for  Parramatta  to  do 
that.  The  Labour  party  of  today  have, 
for  some  time  past,  been  trying  to  become 
the  Liberal  party  in  the  Common  wealth . 
Twenty  years  ago  the  members  of  the 
Labour  party  put  oa  no  Liberal  uniform. 
To-day  it  is  only  the  ardent  Socialists  in 
their  ranks  who  take  up  the  position  that 
the  party  occupied  twenty  years  ago.  The 
fact  is  the  present  Labour  party  should 
always  be  designated  by  their  correct  title 
as  the  '*  Political  Labour  party."  Tbey 
are  becoming  a  political  foroe,  and  X  do  not 
blame  them  on  that  account.  If  they  had 
been  permitted  to  remain  on  this  side,  as- 
sisted by  the  Deakinites,  they  would  actu- 
ally have  been  the  Liberal  party  in  Aus- 
tralia. They  were  drifting  into  that  posi- 
tion.  But,  placed  in  Opposition,  thev 
have,  according  to  my  judgment,  escaped 
verv  serious  consequences.  Their  Socialist 
iH^ethren,  the  advance  guard,  the  propagan- 
dists of  the  Labour  movement  to-day,  were 
hesitating  as  to  whether  they  should  leave 
them  or  not.  I  feel  that  the  more  ardent 
spirits  in  the  party  should  be  delighted  that 
they  are  now  in  Oj^xmtion,  and  able  to 
carry  on  the  forward  movement.  The  fcHce 
they  commanded  would  have  been  surren- 
dered if  they  had  remained  on  the  Govern- 
ment benches  backed  up  by  the  Deakinites. 
Now  they  are  again  in  a  position  in  whidi 
they  can  fulfil  their  destinies,  and  take  up 
the  work  of  their  brethren  of  twent)'  years 
ago.  I  am  willing  to  admit  that,  assisted 
bv  their  organizations,  honorable  members 
opposite  have  done  good  work  in  the  poli- 
tical educatMMi  of  the  pec^le.  The  honor- 
able member  for  Barrier  complained  that 
thev  were  not  assisted  by  a  mighty  press 
and  mighty  platform  orators,  and  in  doing 
so  the  honorable  member  decried  the  very 
organizations  to  which  he  belongs.  If 
there  are  speakers  with  passion,  and  orators 
with  conviction  and  power  on  the  public 
platform,  they  are  to  be  found  in  the 
r,al>our  leagues  to-day.  They  are  skilled 
in  parliamentary  warfare,  and  are  not 
children.  It  is  of  little  use  for  the  honor- 
able member  for  Barrier  to  say  that 
thev  have  not  the  assistance  of  a 
mightv  pre<:s  and  powerful  speakers. 
At  the  last  el'Krtton  the  Labour  party  made 
strong  appeals  to  the  emotions  of  the  elec- 
tors, whereas  the  anti-Socialists  had  a  cold- 
blooded policy  of  .inalvsis,  which  made  no 
appeal  to  the  electors.  Though  it.  may  have 
been  well  suited  to  the  temperarnent  and 
ability  of  such  p^ple  b^LitdOQvSorable 
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member  for  Flinders,  it  was  not  a  policy 
that  was  calculated  to  carry  votes  at  the 
ballot-box.  At  the  next  electicm,  so  far  as 
I  am  perscMially  concemedi  I  shall  take 
good  care  that  an  appeal  to  the  emotions 
of  the  electors  is  not  neglected.  Last  time 
some  of  us  had  to  fight  with  one  hand  tied 
behind  us.  I  am  not  whining  about  that, 
but  the  same  will  not  occur  at  the  next 
election.  When  we  are  all  cm  an  equal 
footing  in  that  respect  it  will  be  found 
that  in  districts  when  candidates  like 
myself  are  well  known,  and  where  their 
political  lives  have  been  before  the  electors 
for  their  scrutiny  for  many  years,  the 
Labour  candidates  will  not  have  so  easy 
a  time  of  it  as  they  imagine.  T  do  not  care 
to  put  matters  in  a  bMstful  way,  but  1 
must  be  pardoned  for  saying  that  I  chal- 
lenge any  man  in  the  Opposition  ranks  to 
dispute  the  attitude  that  I  have  maintained 
throughout  my  political  life  in  regard  to 
social  and  Liberal  legislation.  The  Labour 
party,  I  have  no  doubt,  mean  well;  scmie 
of  them  think  well ;  and  a  great  number  of 
them  in  the  Parliament  of  the  Common- 
wealth mouth  well,  fiut  at  the  same  time 
I  consider  that  the  Labour  party  do  an 
injury  to  their  own  cause  in  the  way  in 
which  they  sometimes  picture  matters  to  the 
electors.  They  draw  fancy  pictures  of  the 
contentment  that  reigns  in  the  homes  of 
;.'eople  at  Potts  Point  and  Toorak  as  com- 
pared with  the  cwidition  of  things  in  the 
homes  of  the  poor.  But  I  venture  to  say 
that  there  is  far  more  discontent  in  the 
homes  of  the  wealthy  than  is  generally 
realized.  I  have  no  fear  of  the  conse- 
quences when  I  make  an  appeal  to  the  class 
of  ^ple  to  whom  I  belong. 

Sir  VViLLiAU  Lyne. — The  honorable 
member  ought  to  be  on  this  side. 

Mr.  WILKS.— I  am  "on  my  own." 
Since  the  honorable  member  interrupts  me, 
I  may  remark  that  I  cannot  understand  why 
the  Labour  party  should  draw  the  line  at 
the  honorable  member  for  Hume.  Why 
should  he  not  be  opposed,  as  well  as  other 
members?  If  he  is  a  good  man  from  the 
Labour  party's  point  of  view,  let  him  put 
on  the  uniform.  Indeed,  I  do  not  think  it 
will  be  very  long  before  we  shall  see  him 
in  the  uniform  of  Labour,  and  wearing  a 
marshal's  insignia  of  c^ce.  Of  course,  he 
will  not  be  an  ordinary  private ;  he  will  be 
an  dScer. 

Sir  William  Ltne. — I  do  not  want 
office. 

Mr.  WILKS.— I  do  not  think  that  the 
honcM-able  member  ought  to  have  it,  after 


the  long  years  in  which  he  has  enjoyed 
office.  I  have  much  more  to  say,  and  should 
be  very  glad  if  the  House  would  acowd  me 
the  permissioQ  to  continue  my  remarks  'o- 
morrow. 

Leave  granted ;  debate  adjourned. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Personal  Explanations  —  Premiers* 
Conference  —  Imperial  Defence 
Conference. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST  (Swan— Trea- 
surer) [10.48]. — In  moving — 

That  the  House  do  now  ddjoum, 
I  regret  to  have  to  mmtion  a  personal 
matter.  I  have  been  si^jected  to  a 
good  deal  of  misrepresentation  at  tlic 
hands  of  honorable  members  opposite  for 
reasons  which  I  cannot  exactly  un- 
derstand. I  do  not  deare,  for  my  own 
part,  to  indulge  in  perstMiai  attacks.  On 
several  occasions  recently  I  have  had  10 
interject,  in  contradictio.i  of  statements 
which  I  CMisidered  to  be  opposed  to  the 
facts  of  the  case.  To-night  the  honorable 
member  for  Barrier  made  certain  observa- 
tions, which  were  absolutely  unnecessary, 
unless  his  desire  was  to  say  something  that 
he  knew  would  pain  me.  He  knew  that 
my  feelings  would  be  hurt  if  he  attributed 
statements  to  me  of  a  certain  character 
concerning  a  friend  of  mine  who  was  at  the 
head  of  the  Government  at  the  time  he  re- 
ferred to.   The  honorable  member  said  that 

00  the  5th  July,  1907,  when  the 
honorable  member  for  Hindraarsh  was 
speaking,  I  interjected :  "Why  do  you 
not  attack  the  Prime  Minister?" 
whereupon  the  hwwrabte  member  fox 
Barrier  alleges  that  he  leplied:  "What! 
attack  a  sick  man?'*  Now,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  I  have  looked  up  Hansard 
for  the  date  mentioned,  and  find  that  thert- 
is  no  observation  by  the  honorable  member 
recorded  in  it.  If  the  honorable  member 
made  that  observatiwi.  it  is  not  reporte'I. 
and  I  have  no  recollection  of  it  myself.  I 
think  that  if  it  had  been  said  concerning  me 

1  should  have  said  something  in  reply. 
Now,  fortunately,  the  day  in  question  is 
clearly  in  my  recollection.  It  was  the  5t!i 
July.  1907.  On  that  day  the  honorabic 
member  for  Kalgoorlie  made  some  remarks 
adverse  to  me  politically,  principally  in  re- 
gard to  my  actions  during  the  general  ele<-- 
tions  in  Western  Australia.  While  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Kalgoorlie  was  speaking 
I  had  a  message  from  the^Frime  Minister, 
the  honoTf^le  me^^^ciff^CSlVgl^lshat  he 
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wished  to  see  me  in  bis  room.  I  went 
there,  and  talked  with  him  for  a  long  time. 
The  matters  we  discussed  nad  relaticm  to 
business  that  he  had  undertaken  in  Lon- 
don. I  always  had  a  suspicion  that  the 
Prime  Minister  sent  for  ine  because,  per- 
haps, he  thought  that  I  should  say  some- 
thing disagreeable  in  reply  to  the  remarks 
(jf  the  honorable  member  for  Kalgooilie.  I 
mentioned  that  suspicion  to  my  honorable 
friend,  the  member  for  Eden-Monaro.  Now 
I  find  that  on  the  5th  July  the  Prime  Min- 
ister was  present  in  this  House.  That 
bears  out  my  recol  lection,  which  is  in 
accord  with  the  records  of  the  House. 
I  certainly  had  no  intention  of  divert- 
ing attacks  to  the  Prime  Miruster 
when  I  said:  "Why  do  you  not  attack 
the  Prime  Minister?"  What  T  was 
thinking  of  was  that  no  one  had  (>pen  more 
severe  in  referring  to  the  methods  and  or- 
ganization of  the  Labour  partv  than  the 
Prime  Minister  had  been.  That  is  known  to 
every  one.  Therefore,  I  wondered  why  the 
members  of  the  Labour  party  should  al- 
ways be  directing  their  attacks  at  me,  who 
had  not  xeferred  to  their  methods  of  or- 
ganization to  such  an  detent.  Having  that 
in  mind,  I  made  the  remark  which  has 
been  quoted.  But  I  certainly  do  not  re- 
mCTnber  anv  one  saying :  "  Do  not  attack  a 
sick  man."  I  find  that  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter was  present,  although  I  know  he  was 
not  very  well  on  the  3rd,  4th,  and  ,sth  Julv. 
It  is  very  unfair  that  the  despicable  mean- 
ness of  desiring  to  attack  a  sick  colleague 
should  have  been  attributed  lo  me,  and  the 
remarks  of  the  hfXtorable  member  for 
Barrier  have  given  me  great  pain.  I  should 
be  ashamed  to  attadc  <Mie  who  was  ill.  and 
more  especially  an  old  personal  friend  and 
colleague. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — The  right  honorable 
member  made  the  interjectiwj  which  I  have 
mentioned. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— Yes;  but  I  did 
not  invite  the  honorable  member  to  attack 
a  sick  man.  Honorable  members  oppo- 
site continue  to  repeat  the  assertion  that  I 
deserted  the  last  Deakin  Ministry  at  a  time 
ivhen  the  Prime  Minister  was  ill. 

Sir  William  Lvne.— So  the  honwable 
member  did.  Let  him  produce  the  corre- 
spond«ic& 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  am  about  to 
read  it.  I  parted  with  the  Prime  Minister 
and  my  colleagues  in  that  Administration 
in  sorrow,  and  without  anger,  as  thev  all 
know.  I  have  never  said  anything  to  indi- 
cate that  I  had  any  grievance  against  them. 


Mr.  Webster. — Why  did  the  hmofable 
member  leave  that  Ministry  ? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— All  the  facts 
are  stated  in  the  Hansard  report,  to  which 
I  refer  the  honorable  member.  It  is  too 
long  to  read  now. 

Mr.  Hall. — Did  not  the  honorable  mem- 
ber leave  because  he  was  not  made  Acting 
Prime  Minister? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  have,  on  more  than 
one  occastcm,  drawn  attention  to  the  fact 
that  it  is  due  to  honorable  members  making 
po-sonal  explanations,  and  to  the  HcHise. 
that  they  should  be  listened  to  without  in- 
terruption. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— Every  one 
knows  why  I  thought  it  necessarv  to  re- 
sign my  portfolio.  No  one  leaves  a  Go- 
vernment with  which  he  has  been  associated 
for  a  long  time,  except  for  good  reasons. 
A  Minister  should  put  up  with  a  great  deal 
before  resigning.  But,  as  I  told  the  House 
at  the  time,  I  found  myself,  after  the  elec- 
tions, bound  for  honorable  personal  reasom 
to  retire  from  the  Ministrv.  and  commum- 
cated  my  intmtion  to  the  Prime  Minister 
in  the  following  letter,  dated  30th  July, 
1907 

Mv  dear  Deakin. 

I  very  much  regret  that  I  feel  compelled  (o 
tender,  through  you,  my  resignation  of  the  office 
of  Treasurer  iit  your  Govemmeilt.  This  action 
is  very  painful  to  me,  when  I  remember  the 
terms  of  intimate  friendship  which  have  existed 
between  us  for  so  long,  and  is  made  more  so 
ovping  to  your  recent  illness,  from  which,  how- 
ever, 1  am  glad  to  learn  you  are  becoming  con- 
valescent. In  my  opinion,  however,  the  outlook 
in  Parliament,  and  the  necessary  observance  of 
my  election  platform,  leave  me  no  alternative. 
Assuring  you  of  my  personal  regard  and  es- 
teem, betieve  me  to  remain,  Your*  sincerely, 

John  Fomest. 

To  that,  on  the  same  day,  the  Prime  Min- 
ister made  this  reply— 

My  Dear  Sir  John, 

Your  regret  is  not  greater  than  mine  at  the 
sudden  discontinuance  of  our  official  relations, 
though  of  course  those  which  have  so  long  existed 
between  us  personalty  undergo  no  change. 

I  hope  you  will  always  enjoy  the  same  har- 
monious  associations  that  have  existed  in  our 
Cabinet. 

I  am  all  the  more  reluctant  to  lose  the  great 
advantage  of  yonr  assistance  in  the  Government, 
which  is  highly  appreciated  by  all  your  col- 
leagues, and  especinlly  by  myself,  because  there 
is  not,  and  has  not  been,  anything  rendering  your 
attention  of  your  high  and  responsible  office  in 
any  way  a  sacrifice  of  principle  or  departure 
from  your  election  platform.  In  all  such  mat- 
ters one's  own  sentiments  properlv  count  for  a 
great  deal.  Each  must  judge  for  himself  and 
sensitively  what  his  obligations  mav  demand  be- 
fore taking  a  stepp^tij@}{i|$;r(«a^)eO^L^  of  ss 
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in  the  present  state  of  business,  but  in  respect 
10  which  I  can  only  accept  your  resignation  in 
the  same  regretful  spirit  in  which  you  have 
tendeied  it. 

With  kindest  regards, 

Yours  very  truly, 

Alfbed  DSAKIN. 

I  have  always  looked  upon  and  treated  the 
honorable  member  for  Hume  as  a  personal 
friend.  There  has  never  been  any  per 
sonal  animosity,  that  I  knew  of,  between 
us.  Yet  he  thought  fit  recently  to 
speak  most  disparagingly  of  me  in  Sydney, 
designating  me  as  a  traitor  who  had 
deserted  his  chief.  But  this  is  what  he  said' 
when,  as  Acting  Prime  Minister,  be  an- 
nounced my  resignation  to  the  House — 

I  regret  to  have  to  announce  to  the  House  the 
resignation  of  the  Treasurership  by  my  late  col- 
league, the  right  honorable  member  for  Swan. 

Then,  having  read  the  letters  which  I  have 
just  quoted,  he  ccmtinued — 

I  desire  to  sav,  on  behalf  of  every  member 
of  the  Cabinet,  that  we  sincerely  regret  the  step 
which  has  been  taken  by  the  right  honorable 
member  for  Swan.  He  is  a  gentleman  who  is 
esteemed  throughout  Australia,  having  held  office 
for  many  years  as  Premier  of  the  State  of  Wes- 
tern Australia,  and  having  been  a  member  of 
a  Commonwealth  Ministry,  and  a  coUeague  of 
many  of  the  present  Ministers  almost  ever  since 
Federation  began.  His  relations  with  the  mem- 
bers of  tfie  Cabinet  individually  have  beSn  most 
harmonious,  in  fact,  I  may  say,  in  rebuttal  of 
statements  which  have  been  circulated  at  various 
times,  that  the  harmony  has  never  been  dis- 
turbed. We  have  been  a  united  family,  as  a 
Cabinet  should  be.  There  are,  of  course,  occa- 
sions when  Ministers  differ,  as  they  must  when 
their  principles  compel  them  to  do  so ;  but, 
although  there  have  been  slight  differences  of 
opinion,  there  has  never  been  acrimony  in  the 
relations  between  the  right  honor.ibIc  member 
for  Swan  and  his  late  colleagues.  That  fact 
makes  it  the  more  regrettable  that  he  has  left 
vs  at  this  time.  In  view  of  his  past  career,  and 
the  work  he  has  done  for  Australia,  not  only 
ns  a  politician,  but  as  an  explorer  of  the  interior 
of  the  Continent,  a  very  large  number  of  people 
must  also  rrgret  his  determination.  It  is  no 
doubt  an  inconvenient  time  for  him  to  leave, 
but  I  am  sure  that  his  relations  with  Ministers 
will  continue  as  cordial  and  as  sympathetic  as 
they  have  been  in  the  past. 

After  this  expression  of  regret,  it  is  difficult 
to  understand  how  the  honorable  member 
can  justify  his  conduct  in  calling  me  a 
traitor.  Notwith^anding  differences  of 
opinion,  I  have  always  regarded  him  as  ii 
personal  friend,  and  what  he  has  said  re- 
<^ntlv  is  disproved  bv  the  statement  which 
I  have  just  read.  The  speeches  of  hcxior 
able  members  opposite  in  which  I  ha^e 
been  so  owitinually  charged  with  having 
<Ieserted  my  chief  when  he  was  ill,  have 
been  so  painful  to  me,  ascribing,  as  they 
did,  conduct  quite  fcffeign  to  my  nature. 


and  absolutely  without  any  foundation , 
that  I  have  felt  it  necessary  to  make  this 
persmal  explanation. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume)  [10.59]. 
— In  consequence  of  the  remarks  of  the 
Treasurer  by  way  of  personal  explanation, 
I  desire  to  say  a  few  words. 

Mr.  FiSHEB- — This  is  the  motion  for  ad- 
journment, and  the  honorable  member  may 
sav  what  he  likes. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— If  the  honorable 
member  considers  that  he  has  been  in  any 
way  misrepr^nted  by  the  right  honorable 
member  for  Swan,  he,  in  his  turn,  may 
make  a  personal  explanation,  but  a  per- 
sonal explanation  may  not  be  debated,  even 
on  a  motion  for  adjournment. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Your  ruling, 
sir,  will  perhaps  curtail  somewhat  my 
remarks.  The  honorable  member  for 
Swan  has  read  a  statement  I  made 
when  I  was  acting  for  the  then  Prime 
Minister.  I  was  asked  by  Mr.  Deakin  to 
act  for  him  when  he  was  ill,  and  it  was  at 
that  time  the  honorable  member  for  Swan 
resigned  his  position  as  Treasurer.  I  en- 
deavoured, and,  at  least  on*;  other  col- 
league endeavoured,  to  induce  him  not  to 
resign  under  the  circumstances. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  saw  the  Prime 
Minister  on  the  very  day. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Never  mind;  it 
will  all  come  out  to-morxow. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  delayed  the  re- 
signation for  a  week  or  two. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  am  saying 
nothing  here,  nor  did  I  say  anything  in 
Sydney,  that  I  cannot  prove.  Let  me  say, 
in  passing,  that  no  very  serious  trouble  took 
place  in  Cabinet  betmn  the  hiRKvable 
member  and  other  members  of  the  Govern- 
ment ;  and  what  I  want  to  know,  and  what 
the  honorable  member  has  not  told  us,  is 
why  he  did  resign. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  explained  at  the 
time. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — ^The  honorable  mem- 
lier  for  Hume  must  not  refer  to  the  per- 
sonal explanation  of  the  honorable  member. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— When  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Swan  resigned,  I  was 
compelled  to  take  his  position  as  Trea- 
surer ;  and  then  I  came  to  know  better 
than  I  had  known  before  what  the  corre- 
spondence was,  and  also  the  state  of  the 
Estimates. 

Sir  John  Forrest.— What  correspond- 
ence was  that?   Digitized  by  Google 
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Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  honorable 

member  is  out  of  cffder  in  interjecting. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — There  was  no  cor- 
respondence there. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Just  now  I  had  to 
ask  that  the  hOTorable  member  for  Swan 
should  be  heard,  and  I  have  now  to  ask 
that  honcH-able  member  to  allow  the  honor- 
able member  for  Hume  to  be  heard. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  ascertained 
that  the  honorable  member  had  proceeded 
only  a  very  short  distance  with  his  Esti- 
mates, and,  as  we  were  going  into  session, 
I  was  set  the  hard  task  of,  in  a  few  days, 
making  up  for  the  laxity  of  the  honorable 
member  in  this  connexion.  1  assert  what 
I  have  said  before,  that  it  was  most  in- 
convenient for  the  honorable  member  for 
Swan  to  resign  at  a  time  when  the  Prime 
Minister  was  ill.  I  shill  not  now  quote  the 
words  T  used  in  Sydney,  but  I  shall  prob- 
ably quote  them  manv  times  in  the  future. 
I  know  that  the  honorable  member,  now 
that  he  and  the  Prime  Minister  have  been 
brought  together  again,  does  not  like  any 
reference  to  the  events 'of  the  past. 

Mr.  FISHER  (Wide  Bay)  ["-4]  — 
Will  the  Prime  Minister  be  good  enough 
to  lay  on  the  table,  at  the  earliest  possible 
mcMnent,  the  correspondence  between  the 
States  and  the  Commonwealth  in  reference 
to  the  Premiers*  Conference,  shortly  to 
be  held,  in  which  the  Commonwealth  will 
take  part?  I  should  also  like  to  know 
'whether  the  honorable  gentleman  will  lay 
on  the  table  the  instructions  given  to  the 
representative  of  the  Coi-nmonwcalth  -at  the 
Imperial  Defence  Conference? 

Mr.  DEAKIN  (Prime  Minister  — 
Ballarat)  [i  r.5]. — As  soon  as  the  cor- 
respondenoe  is  completed,  I  shall  have 
pleasure  in  laving  it  on  the  table.  At  pre- 
sent it  is  passing  between  the  States  rather 
than  with  the  Commonwealth,  but  will  no 
doubt  lead  to  further  communication  to  the 
Commonwealth  frpm  the  Premier  of  New 
South  Wales,  who  acts  on  behalf  of  the 
States  as  a  whole.  As  to  any  instruetims 
supposed  to  have  been  given  to  the  mem- 
ber of  the  Government  who  is  to  attend  the 
Imperial  Defence  Conference,  a.  member  of 
a  Cabinet,  under  such  circumstances,  has 
never,  in  mv  experience,  received  instruc- 
tions in  writing  from  his  colleagues.  He 
proceeds  to  the  Mother  Countrv  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Government  to  attend  a  confiden- 
tial, consultative  Conference;  and  in  the 
course  of  that  Cmiference  he  will,  if  neces- 
sary, consult  his  colleagues.   When  he  has 


advised  his  colleag;ues  as  to  any  action  to 
be  taken  here,  it  will  then  be  necessary  to 
consult  Parliament  before  effect  can  be 

given  to  the  conclusiwis  we  shall  arrive  ar. 
after  full  consideration  of  the  representr.- 
tions  made  to  us. 

Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
House  adjourned  at  11.6  p.m. 


Senate. 

Thursday,  8  Jtdy,  igog. 


The  President  took  the  chair  at  2.30 
p.m.,  and  read  prayers. 

PRINTING  COMMITTEE. 
Report  (Xok  i)  presented  by  Senator 
Henderson. 

FUSION  OF  PARTIES. 

Senator  FINDLEY. — I  desire  to  ask  tiie 
Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs,  without 
notice,  a  question  which  I  am  putting  to 
him  because  he  played  a  prominent  and  im- 
portant part  in  connexion  with  the  reoeiit 
fusion  of  parties.  I  wi^  to  know  wheth^-r 
he  has  read  a  leading  article  in  to-day  s 
and  if  so,  whether  he  has  noticed  th<^ 
following  two  paragraphs  thereiii — 

The  Labour  GovemmeDt,  baviog  got  tbe  teins 
of  office,  went  ofT  od  its  own  lines  without  cor- 
sultation  with  its  Liberal  allies,  and  to  at  least 
three  serious  points  of  policy — the  XjohA  Tu, 
the  Note  Issue,  and  the  refusal  of  a  Dreae- 
nought — placed  itself  outside  Liberal  support. 

But  more  than  this,  while  accepting  Libera) 
help  in  Parliament  it  was  undermining  the  sens 
of  iti  Liberal  supporters  in  the  constituencies. 
That  is  what  Liberals  have  never  done  against 
Labour.  On  the  contrary,  the  Liberal  partr 
gave  the  Labour  party  seats  which  belonged  to 
itself  as  agaiast  Conservatives.  This  conduct  of 
Labour  made  further  support  of  it  all  but  im- 
possible, since  no  political  party  can  be  espectf<) 
to  acguiesce  in  a  course  which  ioTolvet  its  own 
e.xt  taction. 

I  beg  to  ask  the  Minister  whether  either 
or  both  the  reasons  given  in  the  A^e  edi- 
tOTial  to-dav,  for  the  present  fusion  of 
parties  and  the  displacement  of  the  Labour 
Government,  are  cwrect? 

Senator  Dobson. — What  have  we  to  do 
with  this? 

Senator  FINDLEY.— The  neople  of  the 
ComnKMiwealth  have  a  lot  to  do  with  it. 

Senator  Sir  ROBERT  BEST.— The 
honorable  senator  had  better  give  notice  of 
the  question. 

Senator  FINDLEY.-- -I{  is  an  important 
question,  and  lDipfed*iJ?OC>^^^0'h«'  ' 
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am  likely  to  an  answer,  because  the 
reply  he  has  just  given  has  been  given  to 
every  question  I  have  submitted  since  the 
Senate  assanbied.  However,  I  Rive  notice 
of  the  question  for  to-morrow,  when  I  hope 
to  get  an  answer. 

POSTAL  NOTES  AN'D  MONEY 
ORDERS. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— I  beg  to  ask  the 

Minister  representing  the  Postmaster-Gene- 
ral, without  notice,  if  he  is  satisfied  with 
the  action  of  the  associated  banks  in  charg- 
ing exchange  on  postal  notes  and  mcMiey 
orders,  the  property  of  the  Commonwealth  ? 

SenatM  MILLEN. — I  ask  my  honOTable 
friend  to  give  notice  of  the  questi(xi. 

MINISTERIAL  STATEMENT. 
Policy  of  New  Administration. 
Debate  resumed   from   7th   July  {vide 
page  911),  on  motion  by  Senator  Millen — 
'I1iat  the  paper  (Further  Correspoodence  re- 
g.irdmg   Imperial  Naval  aod  Military  Confer- 
ence) be  printed. 

Senator  CLEMONS  (Tasmania)  [2.38]. 
—While  pr<^)ably  no  member  of  the  Senate 
might  be  more  likely  to  succumb  to  the 
temptation  to  offer  commait  and  criti- 
cism on  the  recent  re-arrangement  of  parties 
and  places,  I  propose,  considerably  to  my 
own  surprise,  if  not  to  the  surprise  of  other 
senators,  to  almost  entirely  abstain  at  the 
present  time  frcm  doing  so.  But  I  will 
admit  that  in  our  more  idle  moments,  if  we 
should  have  any,  it  will  be  an  opportunity 
which  it  will  be  very  hard  for  any  one  of 
us  to  resist.  The  present  position  of  affairs 
suggests  a  garden  surrounded  by  enthu- 
siastic admirers,  and,  perhaps,  by  a  few 
whose  admiration  is  only  lul^warm, 
pointing,  with  a  certain  amount  of 
pride,  to  the  beautiful  trees  and 
tiie  blosscMns  therein,  and  occasionally 
directing  attention  to  a  pleasing  per- 
fume which  one  can  inhale  if  he  gets 
near  to  it.  That,  sir,  is  the  attitude  of 
many  honorable  senators  who  sit  on  your 
right  hand;  but,  on  the  other  side  of  the 
chamber,  there  is  quite  a  large  number  of 
honwable  senators  who  nan  approach  the 
garden  only  with  a  handkerchief  held  to 
their  ncstrils,  and  who  in  looking  at  the  trees 
and  plants  can  see  nothing  that  is  not  with- 
ered, and,  in  some  cases,  absolutely  noxious. 
We  recognise,  of  course,  the  enormous  mar- 
gin for  divergence  of  opinion  that  exists  in 
politics.  But,  although  the  suggestion  does 
not  stop  there,  it  is  rather  singular  to  re- 


member that  the  very  enthusiastic  admirers 
of  to-day  are  the  persons  who,  during  the 
last  three  or  four  years  of  the  history  of  the 
Federal  Parlianient,  to  my  ca:tain  know- 
ledge and  theirs,  had  ooe  great  and  defi- 
nite object,  and  that  was  to  uproot  and 
throw  out  of  the  garden  all  these  beautiful 
blooms.  In  those  efforts,  which  were  con- 
tinued for  three  years,  it  is  quite  certain 
that  they  would  have  succeeded  but  for  the 
fact  that  this  very  garden — so  far,  at  any 
rate,  as  taany  of  the  blooms  in  it  are  con- 
cerned— was  jealously  tended,  protected, 
and  preserved  from  any  sort  of  attack  by 
the  very  persons  who  now  denounce  it,  and 
all  that  it  contains,  in  the  most  unmeasured 
and  unmitigatecl  terms.  When  I  see  all 
these  things,  I  have  come  to  the  axi- 
clusion  that  the  science  of  political 
horticulture  is  not  an  exact  one ;  or  else 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  gardeners  are 
very  unfit  for  the  duties  thev  have  under- 
taken. Before  I  pass  from  this  subject, 
may  I  say  this  in  all  fairness — that  the 
gardeners  who  three  years  ago  tended  so 
carefully  this  gardeo,  and  protected  it  so 
assiduously  from  injury,  were  at  any  rate 
gardeners  who  were  not  paid.  They  were 
doing  thdr  duty  apparently — so  far  as  I 
can  judge — frtwa  love  of  their  gardening, 
and  not  because  of  the  profit  they  made  out 
of  the  garden. 

Senator. McGregor. — They  planted  figs, 
and  thistles  grew  up. 

Senator  ClEMONS.— I,  at  any  rate, 
leave  them  to  their  own  reflecticn  as  to 
what  the  result  of  this  three  years'  careful 
work  has  turned  out  to  be.  With  that  re- 
ference, and  because  I  want  to  speak  of 
things  which  are  very  much  more  important 
from  my  point  of  view  than  the  mere 
change  of  places  and  of  parties,  I  will 
leave  the  subject.  I  should  like  to  take 
this  opportunity,  however,  because  I  think 
it  is  the  mc«t  appropriate  that  has  pre- 
sented itself  to  me,  to  congratulate  Senator 
Millen  upon  the  fact  that  he  is  now  the 
Leader  of  the  Senate.  I  do  that  in  all 
sincerity,  and  without  the  slightest  reser- 
vation ;  and,  I  hope,  without  any  honorable 
senator  detecting  in  what  I  am  going  to 
say  the  slightest  trace  of  irony.  Senator 
Millen  and  I  have  been — and  I  am  never 
going  to  torget  it— very  closely  and  per- 
sonally associated  in  politics  ever  since  we 
came  into  this  Parliament.  For  many 
years  we  sat  side  by  side,  and  were  in  com- 
plete political  unison.  I  will  not  say, 
because  Senator  Millen  ^seems  in  srane 
respects  to  have  M^^i^Sid^Q^l^he  is 
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going  to  be  entirely  different  from  what  I 
knew  him  to  be  in  the  past.  I  hope  that 
that  is  not  so.    He  will  fugive  me  if  I 

remind  him  at  this  stage  of  one  of  the  mat- 
ters which  we  used  to  discuss  when  we  sat 
together  side  by  side.    I  refer  to  the  con- 
duct of  business  in  the  Senate.    He  and  I 
used  to  deplore,  in  common  with  others, 
that  the  Senate,  in  regard  to  the  business- 
like transaction  of  its  work,  had  been  con- 
tinually neglected  and  hampered.   He  and 
I  were  in  agreement  that  the  responsibility 
foe  that  depended,  not  so  mudi  upcm  the 
Senate  itself,  as  upon  the  Ministers  repre- 
senting the  Government  here,  and  especi- 
ally upon  the  Leader  of  the  Senate.  I  hope 
that  Senator  Millen  will  agree  with  me  that 
it  is  extremely  desirable,  wholly  apart  from 
party  questions,  that  the  Senate  should,  if 
possible,  be  allowed  to  take  the  place  which 
at  any  rate  it  is  fit  to  occupy. 
Senator  Millen. — Hear,  hear  I 
Senator   CLEMONS.  —  I   know  that 
Senator  Millen  will  agree  with  me.  Al- 
though the  Senate  itself  may  do  something 
in  that  direction,  it  still  remains  largely  in 
the  initiative  of  the  Minister  who  is  in 
charge  of  business  here,  to  bring  about  that 
desirable  result,  which  I  am  sure  we  all 
wish  to  see.   Senator  Millen.  no  doubt,  has 
by  this  time  discovered,  though  he  is  new  to 
office,  that  the  giving  to  the  Senate  of  that 
proper  place  which  I  have  indicated,  is 
chiefly  to  be  achieved  by  the  Minister  who 
principally  represents  this  Chamber  in  the 
Cabinet.    Let  me  put  the  matter  distinctly; 
and  say  that  if  the  Minister,  who  is  lead- 
ing the  Senate,  chooses  to  inforce  his  will 
upon  the  Cabinet  generally,  and  to  insist 
upon  the  absolute  necessity  of  considering 
the  Senate  as  a  serious  part  of  our  legisla- 
tive machinery,  so  that  we  shall  properly 
perform  the  functicxis  that  it  is  our  dutv  to 
perform,  then  I  say  Senator  Millen  him- 
self can  enable  the  Senate  to  do  its  work. 
In  other  words.  Senator  Millen  can,  by 
virtue  of  his  position  in  the  Cabinet,  give 
us  an  opportunity  to  perform  the  functions 
with  which  we  are  intrusted  under  the  Con- 
stitution.    But,  if  the  Senate  is  neglected 
in  the  Cabinet,  that  petition  will  not  be 
secured  to  us.    I  do  not  wish  at  this  stage 
to  introduce  comparisons,  which  I  suppose 
I  may  be  accused  of  making,  having  regard 
to  things  that  have  occurred  in  the  past ; 
but  T  VMiture  to  say  this — although  Senator 
Symon  is  now  in  the  chamber — that  we  had 
once  in  the  Senate  a  leader  who  was  always 
jealous    of    our    rights,    powers,  and 


opportunities,  and  who,  because  of  the  por- 
tion which  he  took  up  in  the  Cabinet,  and 
chiefly  because  of  that,  enabled  the  S^iate, 
for  a  short  time,  to  discharge  its  duties  as 
they  ought  to  be  discharged.    And  since  1 
have  made  mention  of  one  Goverrmient, 
may  I  say  with  respect  to  another — without 
saying  it  bitterly — that  it  was  a  fact,  and 
I  believe  that  many  members  of  the  Senate 
who  were  not  in  the  Government  to  which  i 
I  refer  will  agree  with  me,  that  the  Labour  i 
Government  previous  to  the  last  was  as 
much  to  ^lame  in   this  respect  as  any  i 
Govenunent  that  we  have  had.    These  re- 
marks, of  course,  do  not  apply  to  the  last  i 
Labour  GovCTnment,  which  had  not  an  op- 
portunity.   But  the  previous  Labour  Go-  ' 
verrmient  neglected  its  duty  in   this  con-  ' 
nexion,  and  put  the  Senate  in  an  inferior 
position.   As  I  have  said,  I  do  not  wish  to 
embitter  this  question  in  any  way.  But 
I  do  say  that  if  SenatcM'  Millen  will  give 
effect  to  the  views  which  he  expressed  when 
he  was  sitting  side  by  side  with  roe,  I  hope 
to  be  able  to  congratulate  him  on  taking 
advantage  of  the  opportunity  that  is  now 
presented  to  him  of  strengthening  the  posi- 
tion of  the  Senate  and  upholding  its  rights 
with  regard  to  our  work,  irrespective  of  all 
party  questions. 

Senator  Givens. — He  will  uphold  the 
convenience  of  the  Ministry  and  let  the 
Senate  go  hang. 

Senator  CLEMONS,— I  venture  to 
hope  that  Senator  Millen  will,  irrespec- 
tive of  any  Goverrunent  measures  thai 
are  introduced,  have  regard  to  the  Sen- 
ate and  its  opportunities.  I  am  going  u> 
speak  to-day  chiefly  on  the  matter  of 
defence,  upon  which  I  feel  keenly; 
but  befOTe  I  proceed  to  that,  there  are  one 
or  two  other  matters  which,  perhaps.  I 
may  be  allowed  to  refer  to  very  briefly. 
I  do  not  wish  to  allude  particularly  to 
the  attitude  which  I  took  up  the  other 
day  on  the  Supply  Bill,  except  to  say- 
that  my  main  object  was  to  impress  up^ 
the  Government  the  great  urgency  of  the 
present  situation.  I,  in  common  with  soice 
other  members  of  the  Senate  think  that 
postponements  and  delays  are  dangerous 
and  undesirable,  and,  so  far  as  we  can 
possibly  avoid  them,  ought  to  be  av<nded.  I 
believe  they  can  be  avcnded  by  the  Govern- 
ment, if  they  have  regard  to  their  own 
strong  positiwi  here  and  in  another  place. 
But  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  I  look  upon 
the  Government  programiQe  as  having  been 
constructed    wit^itizgnjyifii^'e^l^esire  » 
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shelve  questions  of  grave  importance.  I 
am  going  to  touch  upon  these  things  very 
briefly ;  but  let  me  first  mention  the  pro- 
posal in  the  Government  programme  with 
reference  to  the  Inter-State  CommissiOT. 
I  do  not  know  whether  it  has  occurred  to 
many  honorable  senators,  but  it  is  cer- 
tainly a  fact,  that  in  order  to  establish  the 
Inter-State  Commission  as  proposed  hy  the 
Government  it  will  be  necessary  to  amend 
the  Constitution.  I  noticed  with  surprise 
(hat  in  the  Ministerial  statement  which  is 
in  print  no  direct  reference  is  made  to  the 
fact  that  the  Constitution  is  to  be  amended. 

Senator  Millen. — To  appmnt  the  Inter- 
State  Commission  ? 

Senator  CLEMONS.— To  appmnt  an 
Inter-State  Commission,  having  the  func- 
tions and  the  powers  indicated  in  the  Min- 
isterial programme. 

Senator  Mulcahy. — The  Government 
propose  to  obtain  those  powers  fnKn  the 
State  Parliaments. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— I  am  very  glad  to 
ha\'e  that  statement  from  a  Government 
supports. 

Senator  Mulgahv. — How  does  the  hon- 
orable senator  know  that  I  am  a  Govern- 
ment supporter  ? 

Senator  CLEMONS. — If,  in  the  circum- 
stances, it  is  necessary,  I  shall  be  extremely 
glad  to  apologize  to  the  honorable  senatw 
for  having  called  him  a  Government  sup- 
porter. In  a  statement  which  Ministers 
have  put  before  the  Senate  they  do  not 
directly  say  that  in  order  to  bring  about 
this  in<du5trial  reform  they  intend  to  intro- 
duce a  Bill  to  amend  the  Ccmstitution.  But 
they  most  obviously  imply  it,  because  this 
is  what  they  say — • 

The  pivot  of  several  of  these  will  be  found 
in  a  Bill  for  the  establishment  of  an  Inter- 
state Comnraion,  which,  in  addition  to  exercis- 
la^  the  powers  conferred  upon  it  by  the  Con- 
stitution, will  also  be  authorized— 

to  do  so-and-so.  If  I  were  guided  bv  the 
Ministerial  statement  alone  I  should  sav 
that  the  Government  proposed  that  the  In- 
ter.-State  Commission  should  exercise  the 
powers  with  which  it  is  clothed  by  the  Con- 
stitution, and  that  in  addition  they  pro- 
pose to  confer  upon  it  powers  which  the 
Constitution  as  at  present  framed  would 
not  permit  such  a  Commission  to  exer- 
cise. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — And  which 
are  not  Inter-State. 

Senator  Trenwith. — ^And  which  they 
hope  to  get  under  the  Constitution. 

[36] 


Senator  CLEMONS.— I  desire  only  that 

the  point  should  be  cleared  up.  So  far  as 
I  can  elucidate  it  myself,  I  say  that  it  must 
be  the  intention  of  the  Government  to  in- 
troduce a  Bill  to  amend  the  Constitution. 
I  find  that  view  confirmed  by  a  newspaper 
extract  which  sets  out  under  the  heading; 
of  "The  Basis  of  Coalition"  the  four 
planks  of  the  policy  of  the  present  Go- 
vernment, and  under  the  heading  of  "  New 
Protection"  1  see  the  statement  "Amend- 
ment of  the  Constitution  to  enable"  so- 
and-so  to  be  dcHie.  I  get  no  interjection 
from  Ministers,  and  that  to  my  mind  is 
rather  significant  in  view  of  the  fact  that  I 
am  practically  asking  a  question  as  to  what 
their  procedure  is  to  be.  I  am  bound  in 
the  circumstances  to  assume  that  they  pro- 
pose to  amend  the  Constitution.  Let  me 
point  out  what  that  means.  I  commenced 
my  observations  by  intimating  my  dislike 
of  the  attitude  of  delay  and  postponement. 
If  it  is  the  intention  of  Ministers  to  intro- 
duce a  Bill  to  amend  the  Constitution,  it 
must,  as  hcxiorable  senators  are  aware,  be 
introduced  towards  the  close  of  the  year 
and  probably  after  Octr^r.  Honorable 
senators  know  well  the  limitations  imposed 
by  the  Constitution  itself  upon  any  amend- 
ment of  it.  The  Bill  to  amend  must  re- 
ceive the  sanction  of  this  Parliament  by  an 
absolute  majority,  and  then  before  being 
finally  sancti<Mied  it  must  be  referred  to  the 
elertors  of  the  whole  of  the  Commonwealth, 
and  must  be  accepted  by  a  majority  of  the 
electors  and  a  majority  of  the '  various 
States.  ' 

Senator  Walker. — That  means  by  four 
States. 

Senator  CLEMONS.- Yes,  the  honor- 
able senator's  arithmetic  is  quite  good. 
What  I  wish  to  point  out  is  that  if  this 
course  is  to  be  followed,  and  if  the  Go- 
vernment are  in  earnest  and  do  not  intend 
to  postpone  the  settlement  of  industrial  mat- 
ters, they  must  bring  forward  a  Bill  to 
amend  the  Constitution,  probably  some  time 
after  October,  to  meet  the  provision  requir- 
ing such  a  Bill  to  be  referred  to  the  country 
not  earlier  than  two  months  and  not  later 
than  six  months  from  the  time  at  which  it 
had  received  the  sanction  of  Parliament. 

Senator  Millen. — That  is  assuming  that 
the  hmorable  senator's  ctHitention  is  cor- 
rect. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— I  wish  that  the 
Minister  would  help  me  in  the  matter.  I 
have  really  sought  to  obtain^from  either  of 
the  Ministers  lepr^^^j^  (^o©^e«»«nt 
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in  the  Senate  some  definite  statement  as  to 
whether  an  amendment  of  the  ConstitutWMi 
is  intended.  *  Surely  I  or  any  other  honor- 
able senator  discussing  the  matter  seriously 
is  entitled  to  some  statement  from  Ministers 
as  to  whether  that  is  the  intention  of  the 
Government.  I  shall  be  glad  to  wait  for 
such  a  statement. 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — The  position 
is  that,  under  section  loi  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, we  have  the  power  to  appoint  an  Inter- 
State  Commission.  We  can  assign  to  that 
Commission  certain  duties  as  repirds  trade, 
and  can  constitute  a  Board  of  Trade  in 
connexion  with  it.  In  regard  to  one  mat- 
ter which  will  also  oome  within  the  province 
of  the  Inter-State  Commission  proposed, 
that  referring  to  Wages  Boards,  we  propose 
to  seek  a  c»nstitutional  means  of  securing 
for  the  Commission  the  power  to  deal  with 
•it.  That  is  to  say,  empowerment  by  the 
State  Parliaments  to  legislate  ^n  that 
direction. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— I  am  extremely 
glad  that  the  remarks  I  have  offered  on  this 
question  have  elicited  from  the  Goverpment 
a  definite  statement.  In  order  to  make 
the  matter  quite  clear  I  shall  re-state  the 
position  as  it  appears  to  me  after  the  re- 
mark of  the  Minister  for  Trade  and  Cus- 
tcxns.  It  now  appears  that  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Ministry  it  is  unnecessarv  to  amend 
the  Constitution  with  regard  in  a  very  con- 
siderable extent  to  the  ambit  of  the  Inter- 
State  Commission  as  they  propose  it  should 
l>e  established.  But  with  regard  to  that 
portion  indicated  in  the  Ministerial  state- 
ment affecting  the  question  of  wages,  it  ap- 
pears that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  ask  for  the  permission  of  the 
various  State  Parliaments  of  the  Common- 
wealth not  by  the  formal  method  of  amend- 
ing the  Constituticai  

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — By  exercis- 
ing powers  under  the  Ccmstituti(Mi,  since 
umler  section  51  the  State  Parliaments  arp 
enabled  to  grant  certain  powers. 

Senator  CLE^^O\S. — We  all  know  that 
the  States  can  delegate  to  the  Commtm- 
wealth  Parliament  very  wide  powers  not 
directlv  given  to  it  by  the  Constitution  it- 
self. Suppose  we  adopt  the  method  sug- 
gested and  say  to  the  State  Governments  : 
"  We  want  you  to  intrust  the  Federal  Par- 
li.ament  with  the  power  to  deal  with  the 
question  of  wages.  Will  you  do  so?" 
Tlie  only  metliod  the  State  Governments 
crrt'Id  adopt  would,  of  course,  be  to  bring 
*   *ho  request  before  the  State  Parliaments, 


and  they  could  hand  over  to  the  Federal 
authority  the  powers  considered  necessaiy 
if  those  Parliaments  agreed.    But  I  should 
like  to  ask  Ministers  this  pertinent  ques- 
tion :  For  Mthat  term  of  years,  and  under 
what  parliamentary  procedure  known,  could 
anv  State  Parliament  hand  over  surh  powcB 
to  the  Commonwealth  for  all  time  and 
without  the  power  of  recall  ?    The  thing  a 
unthinkable,  and  no  parliamentary  pifr 
cedure  in  any  State  would  permit  it.  It 
my  contention  is  right,  and  I  believe  that  it 
is,  the  position  which  the  Government  wish 
to  take  up  in  ccmnexion  with  the  questwM 
of  wages,  is  that  we  should  deal  with  the 
question  in  the  Federal  Parliament  subject 
to  the  permission,  given  from  time  to  time, 
of  the  various  State  Parliaments.     I  do 
not  wish  to  enlarge  upon  the  point,  but  ' 
am  glad  that  I  have  received  an  answg 
from  Ministers,  and  that  the  position  wtA 
regard  to  the  prop(«ed  industrial  legislatko 
is  now  a  little  clearer  than  when  I  b^io. 
On  the  subiect  of  delay  and  postpooenw* 
1  wish  to  remind  ^finister5  of  the  fact  that 
members  of  the  Federal  Parliament  haw 
during  the  last  nine  years  reiterated  in  tWi 
and  in  another  place  the  difficulty  that 
arises  from  the  delay  in  the  proper  adjurt- 
ment  of  Commonwealth  and  State  finances. 
1  should  have  welcomed,  and  indeed  I  «• 
pected  from  the  present  Ministry,  whidi 
claims  in  respect  of  its  majority  and  por- 
tion to  be  the  strongest  we  have  yet  had  io 
the  Federal  Parliament,  a  definite  stat^ 
ment  with  regard  to  that  difficult  que^ion. 
I  should  also  have  expected  from  such  » 
Government    an    immediate    attempt  to 
grapple  with  the  question.     Instead  of  at- 
tempting or  asking  Parliament  to  join  in 
assisting  them  to  solve  this  question,  tber 
propose  calmlv  to  shelve  it  for  five  years- 
I  wonder  what  thev  have  to  hope  pr  exp«* 
from  the  delay  so  far  as  a  removal  of  the 
difficulty  is  concerned?    Is  it  expected  thai 
a  further  five  years'  experience  is  renuirH 
by  anv  one  who  has  been  a  student  of 
*  -J:r?I  politics  in  order  to  arri\-e  at  sno* 
solution?    The  question  is  difficult.  Will 
five  vears'   delay  remo\-e  the  diflfioiltv- 
Do  the  Ministry  contend  that  that  is  their 
only  object,   and  if  so,  do    they  simul- 
taneously admit  that  thev  are  unable  tn 
propose  anv  solution  of  the  problem  no». 
t^pon  that  point  I  feci  very  considerable 
dissatisfaction.      But    as   my  remarks  in 
this  connexion  trench  upon  the  nuestion  of 
finance,  I  shall  defer  them  till  a  Inter 
stage.     I  wish  now  to  deal  with  the  ques- 
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will  pardon  me  for  reminding  it  of  the 
present  condition  of  Europe.  Towards  the 
close  of  last  year,  and  again  early  in  the 
present  year,  a  conditi<Hi  was  reached  in 
Europe  scxnewhat  akin  to  a  crisis.  In 
England  that  cri^s  was  precipitated  by 
the  suddoi  disclosure — apparently  a  sur- 
prising disclosure  both  to  the  British  Go- 
vernment and  the  British  people — of  the 
enormous  strides  which  had  recently  and 
unexpectedly  been  made  by  Germany  in 
the  matter  of  naval  construction.  This 
disclosure  created  at  the  time  what  many 
people  call  a  "scare."  But  it  also  pre- 
cipitated something  which  may  be  of  in- 
finitely more  value  both  to  England  and 
Australia — a  real  awakening  on  the  part 
of  the  British  and  Australian  people  to  an 
imminent  danger,  and  to  the  extreme 
gravity  of  the  present  situation.  We  all 
recognise  that  in  England  there  is  at  pre- 
sent in  office  a  Foreign  Secretary,  whose  re- 
putation is  witliout  blemish,  who  enjoys 
the  confidence  of  every  party  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  and  who  for  five  years  has 
enio\'ed  the  undoubted  confidence  of  the 
English  people.  In  the  discharge  of  his 
duties  he  has  cmisistently  endeavoured  by 
dipl<xnatic  methods  to  insure  the  main- 
tenance of  peace.  So  far  as  Sir  Edward 
Grey  could  succeed,  he  has  succeeded. 
But  what  does  the  measure  of  success 
achieved  really  mean?  It  means  that 
Great  Britain  has  secured  two  allies, 
namely,  Russia  and  Franca  But  when 
we  come  to  analyze  the  value  of  those  al- 
liances we  must  admit  that  at  the  present 
time  they  do  not  mean  very  much  to  Eng- 
land. To-day  Russia  has  a  fairly  large 
and  undisciplined  army,  which  is  capable 
of  discharging  the  functions  of  a  brutal 
police,  and  which  does  discharge  them — 
an  army  which,  to  the  knowledge  of  mili- 
tary men  in  Europe,  is  notoriously  in- 
adequate to  engage  in  war  at  the  present 
time.  The  position  in  regard  to  the  al- 
liance with  France  is,  of  course,  a  very 
much  better  one.  That  alliance  is  cordially 
welcomed  in  both  countries.  But  the  bene- 
fits to  be  derived  from  it  are  not  at  all 
equal.  If  we  inquire  into  the  value  of 
that  alliance  we  are  confronted  with  this 
position:  If  war  should  break  out  be- 
tween Germany  and  England — and  in  the 
opinion  of  most  thinking  men  it  is  sure 
to  break  out  sooner  or  later — France  would 
be  completely  at  the  mercy  of  Germany,  be- 
cause her  danger  arises  upon  land  and  not 
upon  the  sea.  The  help  which  England 
could  afford  her — magnificent  though  it 


would  be  at  sea — would  be  of  very  little 
value  to  her  upon  land.  I  suppose  that 
less  than  one-half  of  the  German  array 
could  capture  France.  In  such  an  emer- 
gency the  greatest  l^ope  of  the  latter  coun- 
try would  be  that  England  would  lend  her 
500,000  men.  Now,  in  spite  of  Sir 
Edward  Grey's  triumphs  as  a  diplomat, 
-the  present  position  is  that,  from  a  diplo- 
matic stand-point.  Great  Britain  is  almost 
the  laughing- stock  of  Europe.  Quite  re- 
cently we  saw  Russia,  her  present  friend 
and  almost  ally,  subjected  to  humiliation 
and  disaster,  quite  equal  to  that  which  she 
suffered  in  the  Sea  of  Japan,  with- 
out a  single  blow  being  struck. 
We  know  that  Germany  said  to 
her,  "  Your  interests  in  Bosnia  a^d  Herze- 
govina are  ttil.  You  must  stand  aside," 
and  Russia  had  to  yield  without  attempt- 
ing to  strike  a  blow.  The  whole  of 
Europe  knows  that  she  could  not  have 
struck  an  effective  blow,  and,  consequently, 
had  to  suUnit.  As  I  speak,  I  am  reminded 
that  it  was  about  100  years  ago  that  the 
face  of  Europe  was  convulsed  by  the  ap- 
pearance,of  Napoleon,  a  man  of  restless 
ambition  and  great  power.  I  venture  to 
say  that  at  the  present  time  there  is  a  far 
greater  man  than  Napoletm  in  Europe;  one 
whose  ambiti<m  may  not  represent  the  same 
personal  lusts  that  characterized  Napoleon, 
but  whose  ambition  very  fairly  reflects  the 
ideas  of  his  own  people.  To-day  the 
Emperor  William  finds  that,  from  a  mili- 
tary point  of  view,  he  dominates  the  whole 
of  Europe.  Germany  possesses  an  armv 
which  in  war  time  numbers  4,000,000.  She 
has,  as  a  firm  ally,  a  country  bound  to 
her  by  many  close  ties  almost  amounting 
to  kinship,  and  by  a  common  tongue ;  a 
country  which  possesses  an  army  inferior 
only  to  the  German  array  itself.  In  point 
of  fact,  many  authorities  consider  it  the 
superior  army  of  the  two.  I  refer  to  Aus- 
tria. This  Pan-Germanic  alliance  domi- 
nates the  whole  European  situation.  So 
far  as  land  forces  are  concerned,  Europe 
is  solely  at  the  mercy  of  Germany  and 
Austria.  What  interposes  between  the  am- 
bition of  the  Emperor  William  and  the  full 
realization  of  that  ambition  ?  Only  one 
Power — and  here  is  where  my  remarks 
become  pertinent  to  Australia — the  British 
Navy.  The  only  force  which  interposes 
between  the  realization  of  the  ambition  of 
the  German  Emperor  and  the  safety  of  thr- 
British  Empire  is  the  British  Navy.  It 
ill  befits  any  of  us  to  attanpt  Jo^ininimiz*; 
the  great  power  jfiiSiiiggftIdsW*W|5E«»peror 
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William.  Now  that  he  recognises  the  only 
force  interposed  between  Germany  and  the 
rest  of  the  world,  he*  and  his  Government 
have  set  themselves  the  task  of  building  a 
navy  that,  within  a  few  years,  will  surpass 
in  strength  any  navy  that  the  wcwld  has 
seen.  When  once  Germany  has  acquired 
such  a  navy,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the 
whole  of  England,  of  Australia,  and  of. 
'ivery  other  British  Possession  may  become, 
in  the  words  of  Sir  Edward  Grey,  "  A 
mere  conscript  appanage  of  the  German 
Empire." 

Senator  Stewart. — What  about  Canada? 

Senator  CLEMONS.— So  far  as  it  is 
ix>ncerned  there  is  hope,  of  course.  What 
interposes  between  Canada  and  Germany  is 
the  Monroe  doctrine.  While  that  doctrine 
is  recognised  Canada  is  not  quite  in  the 
same  position  as  Australia  but  it  does  not 
apply  to  the  Pacific  or  to  us.  I  think  that 
it  is  idle  and  not  very  consistent  with  our 
dignity  to  attach  too  much  value  to  the  very 
great  friendliness  of  America  at  tiie  ijre- 
sent  time.  If  I  seem  to  have  been  guilty 
of  any  exaggeration  in  what  I  have  said, 
may  I  offer  a  few  brief  quotations«ot  from 
any  panic-monger  in  England,  not  from 
:my  representative  of  party  feeling,  not 
from  any  Tory  who  may  want  to  use  the 
present  situation  for  his  own  purpose,  but 
from  a  speech  which  I  heard  in  England, 
and  which  I  have  no  doubt  every  honor- 
able senator  has  read.  It  is,  I  venture 
to  say,  one  of  the  most  serious,  grave,  and 
important  speeches  which  have  ever  been 
delivered  in  the  House  of  Commons.  It 
was  made  by  Sir  Edward  Grey,  FOTeign 
Minister,  towards  the  end  of  March.  I 
think  it  is  worth  while  to  qu«e  a  few  of  his 
remarks,  and  I  feel  quite  certain  that 
when  I  have  done  so  no  one  here  will  say 
that  I  have  exaggerated  the  condition  of 
things. 

Senator  Millen. — Was  his  speech  made 
in  the  course  of  the  censure  debate  or  on 
the  Estimates? 

Senator  CLEMONS.— I  think  that  it 
was  made  in  practicallv  a  censure  debate 
which  arose  with  regard  to  the  Navy  and 
its  efficiency.  It  was  delivered  on  or  about 
the  20th  March.  What  he  said  should 
carry  great  weight,  because  he  is  not  only 
erne  of  the  most  distinguished  ornaments 
of  the  Liberal  party,  but  he  represents 
the  sound  opinion  of  England  generally 
on  this  question,  and  his  views  are  in- 
dorsed on  all  sides — indorsed  strongly  by 
Labour  men  in  the  House  of  Commons, 


by  Liberals  on  his  own  side,  and  by 
most  of  the  C<»iservative».  •  He  said — 

The  House  and  the  country  are  perfectly 
right  to  view  the  situation  as  grave.  A  new 
situation  is  created  for  this  country  by  (he  Ger- 
man programme.  Whether  that  programme  a 
tarried  out  quickly  or  slowly,  the  fact  of  its 
existence  makes  a  new  situation.  When  thnt 
programme  is  completed,  Germany,  a  great 
country  close  to  our  own  shores,  will  have  a 
fleet  of  thirty-three  Dreadnoughts.  That  6eet 
will  be  the  most  powerful  the  world  has  ever 
yet  seen.  It  is  true  there  is  not  one  of  th^m 
in  commission  yet;  but  it  is  equally  true  thai 
the  whole  programme  comprises  what  I  hnve 
stated,  and  that  fleet  will  be  the  most  powerful 
fleet  the  world  lias  yet  seen.  That  imposes 
upon  us  the  necessity  of  which  we  are  now 
at  the  beginning — except  in  so  far  as  we  hap- 
pen to  have  Dreadnoughts  already — of  rebuild- 
ing the  whole  of  our  fleet.  That  is  the  situa- 
tion. What  we  do  not  know  is  the  time  wiihin 
which  we  shall  have  to  do  it.  Th.-it  is  the 
element  of  uncertainty. 

I  might,  perhaps,  quote  further  from  his 
speech,  but  I  prefer  merely  to  remind  hon- 
orable senat(»^  that  it  was  delivered,  and 
to  suggest  to  them  that  if  they  view  the 
situation  with  any  interest  it  is  <Hie  which 
is  very  well  worm  reading.  I  now  cmne 
to  the  question  of  what  we  are  going  to 
do  about  our  own  defence.  We  enjoy  the 
comoletest  measure  of  self-government 
which  any  country  could  possibly  have. 
Practically  speaking,  we  are  unfettered 
and  unhampered  in  all  legislation.  What 
is  the  corollary  which  follows  from  such 
a  position,  and  what  sense  of  responsibility 
ought  to  acctxnpany  such  a  privilege?  It 
is  because  we  are  so  completely  a  self- 
gnverninfT  community  that  upon  us  de- 
volves immediately  the  respcMisibility  of 
carrying  out  that  first  duty  which  every 
nation  owes  to  itself,  and  that  is  the  dutr 
of  providing  for  its  own  defences.  Coulil 
iinything  be  more  certain  than  that,  that  is 
the  necessary  corollary  which  nnv  right- 
thinking  people  ought  "to  immediately  re- 
cognise and  act  upon  ?  If  we  possess  this 
rl^ht.of  self-government  then  in  the  otc 
matter  of  unbounded  importance — the  wie 
matter  in  which  our  duty  stands  out  more 
prominently  than  it  does'in  any  other — are 
we  to  say,  "  While  we  go^-em  ourselves 
freely  and  unhampered  by  any  restriction 
which  Great  Britain  could  impose,  wc  are 
going  to  impose  upon  her  the  whole  duty 
of  pro\'iding  for  our  defence?"  That  sort 
of  position  oifght  to  be  untenable,  but  it 
has  existed  for  very  many  years.  It  cer- 
tainly has  been  the  position  during  the 
whole  life  of  this  Parliament.  With  re- 
gard to  naval  defence  what  is  our  situa- 
tion?   We  have  still  an  agreement  where- 
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by  we  pay  Great  Britain  ;£2oo,ooo  a  year, 
and  not  only  ask  her  to  comply,  but 
by  the  terms  of  the  agreement  insist 
upon  her  cwnplying,  with  certain  con- 
ditions in  return  for  that  money. 
Was  ever  such  an  agreement  m^ide 
between  two  countries  situated  as  these  two 
are— that  we  with  the  right  of  self-go- 
vernment and  the  bounden  duty  imposed 
upon  us  of  looking  after  our  own  defence, 
should  calmly  go  to  the  Mother  Country 
and  say,  "  We  will  give  you  ;£2oo,ooo  a 
year  towards  the  cost  of  your  own  defence, 
and  in  return  for  the  money  insist  that  you 
should  do  this  thing,  that  thing,  and  the 
other  thing?"  For  my  part,  I  would  tear 
up  the  agreement  to-morrow.  I  think  that  it 
ought  to  be  torn  up.  I  do  not  want  any 
one  to  misunderstand  my  views.  It  is  just 
because  I  feel  so  strongly  that  the 
bounden  duty  of  Australia  is  to  join  in 
some  scheme  of  Imperial,  as  well  as  local, 
defence  that  I  would  say  at  once  to  Eng- 
land, "  Tear  up  this  agreement  and  let  us 
have  scHne  infinitely  better  arrangement — 
a  better  arrangemmt  for  you,  and  one 
which  will  be  more  compatible  with  our 
own  noticHi  of  self-respect,  if  not  with  our 
own  notioi  of  self-interest."  Put  it  do\vn 
on  the  lowest  ground  you  will  j  dismiss  the 
question  of  self-respect  or  the  question  of 
self-interest  as  the  one  dominating  factor 
in  the  situation,  are  we  going  to  be  con- 
tent with  paying  _;^20o,ooo  a  year  for 
naval  defence?  I  should  not  be  for  a 
moment.  What  does  it  all  mean?  To 
Senator  Dobson,  who  is  very  keen  about 
these  matters,  and  whose  spirit  I  cordially 
welcome,  but  whose  methods  are,  I  think, 
mistaken,  let  me  point  out  in  quite  a  prac- 
tical way  what  this  agreement  means. 

Senator  Dobson. — I  do  not  care  two 
pins  about  the  agreement.  Our  fair  share 
of  the  cost  is  ^£2, 400, 000  a  year. 

Senator  CLEMONS.~I  will  come  to 
that  matter  presently.  I  want  to  state  some 
reasons  why,  in  my  opinion,  the  agreement 
ought  to  be  torn  up  at  once  by  the  present 
Ministry,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Home 
Government.  In  return  for  our  annual 
payment  of  ;£3oo,ooo,  the  Home  Govern- 
ment, by  virtue  of  the  agre»nent,  is  put  to 
an  annual  expenditure  of  ^600,000.  What 
sort  of  gift  is  that  to  make?  Further, 
what  does  it  mean  in  regard  to  the  ships 
which  are  here?  I  wonder  if  any  one 
knows  the  present  rating  and  naval  value 
of  the  ships  of  this  squadron.  Will  it  sur- 
prise honorable  senators,  if  I  tell  them 
that  the  Powerful,  the  chief  .boat  on  this 


station,  has  merely  to  get  back  to  England 
to  be  scrapped,  and  would  certainly  not  be 
in  commission  at  the  present  time,  but  for 
the  fact  that  she  represents  pArt  of  the 
carrying  out  of  the  agrewnent  which  Aus-  , 
tralia  enforced  upon  the  Heme  Country? 
I  wonder  if  hmiorable  senators  know  that  the 
Powerful  is  a  more  expensive  ship  to  main- 
tain than  is  a  Dreadnou^/it ;  that  her  com- 
plement of  men  equals  the  present  comple- 
ment of  a  DreadnougM  \  and  in  point  of 
efficiency  I  suppose  that  in  a  wide  enough 
area  of  sea,  one  Dreadnought  could 
sink  twenty  Powerfuls  to-morrow.  In 
these  ciTCumstances,  let  us  look  at  the 
agreement,  and  consider  in  a  practical  way 
what  it  means  to  Great  Britain.  The  Eng'- 
lish  Government  were  asked  to  accept  an 
annual  gift  of  ^200,000  towards  their 
naval  expenditure.  It  was  impossible,  of 
course,  for  them  to  say  to  Australia,  or 
any  sel  f -governing  Colony,  * '  We  do 
not  want  your  gift."  They  could  not  do 
so;  they  would  not  do  it.  Rather  than 
hurt  our  feelings,  and,  perhaps,  do  some- 
thing to  check  a  sentiment  which  it  is  de- 
sirable should  spread,  they  found  than- 
selves  more  or  less  compelled  to  accept  tlie 
agreement,  and  the  corresponding  condi- 
tions. I  have  not  the  slightest  hesitation 
in  saying  that  the  British  Government,  at 
any  rate  the  British  Admiralty,  would  cor- 
dially welcome  the  tearing  up  of  the  agree- 
ment to-morrow.  In  these  circumstances, 
why  should  we  delude  ourselves  that  the  one 
and  only  way  in  which  we  can  help  Great  . 
Britain  and  ourselves  is  by  maintaining  an 
agreement  of  that  sort,  and  paying 
j^2oo,ooo  a  year? 

Senator  Dobson. — Sc»ne  few  persons  do 
think  so. 

SenatOT  CLEMONS.— I  confess  that  I 
am  astonished  to  hear  Senator  Dobson  say 
that,  but  at  the  same  time  I  am  pleased 
that  he  did.  I  «rtainly  was  of  the  opinion 
that  he  and  many  others  were  desirous  of 
continuing  the  agreement.  I  always 
thought  that  their  chief  criticism  was  that 
the  agreement  was  all  right,  'but  that  the 
contribution  was  not  enough. 

Senator  Peahce. — They  denounced  the 
Labour  party  as  disloyal,  because  we  op- 
posed the  omtinuance  of  the  agreement. 

Soiator  Dobson. — Neither  in  my  letter 
nor  in  my  speech  did  I  do  so.  i  do  not 
care  two  pins  about  the  agreement.  I  got 
out  a  return  to  show  what  a  contemptible 
contribution  we  make. 

Senator  CLEMOXS.— I  do  not  think 
that  the  honorable  senator  quite -understands 
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the  situation  as  I  am  putting  it.  lly  view 
is  that  the  agreei^t  should  be  torn  up  to- 
morrow, and  that  in  place  of  it,  and  as 
a  proposition  infinitely  superior  to  any 
agreement  of  that  sort,  we  in  Australia 
should  seriously,  and  at  once,  ctnsider  the 
question  of  our  naval  defence,  and  expend 
far  more  than  _;^2oo,ooo  a  year  thereon. 

Senator  Dobson. — Hear,  hear. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— I  give  the  fullest 
credit  to  those  who  supported  the  gift  of 
a  Dreadttougld  to  the  Empire,  for  the 
reasons  which  actuated  them,  when  those 
reasons  merely  represented — in  a  foolish 
way,  from  my  point  of  view — ^the  spirit  and 
the  desire  to  assist  the  Mother  Country  at 
the  present  time.  To  that  extent,  I  give 
them  the  fullest  credit.  The  corollary  to 
that  is  that  to  the  fullest  extent  to  which 
that  offer  was  meant  for  party  purposes, 
either  in  England  or  in  Australia — and  in 
many  cases  it  certainly  was  so  meant — to 
the  fullest  extent  to  which  it  had  that  ob- 
ject, or  was  put  forth  with  that  motive,  I 
deiKnmce  it  as  a  discredit.ible  and  disgrace- 
ful act.  I  do  not  intend  to  fasten  the  accu- 
sation upon  any  particular  persons,  but  I 
hold  that  the  Dreadnouf^ht  offer  "was  ac- 
tuated by  differOTt  motives.  In  all  sin- 
cerity, I  give  S«iator  Dotson,  for  instance, 
credit  for  his  desire  that  Australia  should 
co-operate  in  her  own  defence,  and  in  the 
defwKe  of  the  whole  Empire,  but  I  say  to 
the  persons  who  used  the  Dreadnought  offer 
apparently  as  a  party  trick,  that  their 
action  was  contemptible.  I  dissociate 
myself  entirely  from  it,  and  I  think  that 
it  ought  to  be  denounced.  Let  me  now 
look  at  the  practical  side  of  the  question, 
and  suggest  to  Senator  Dobson  that  he 
should  consider  it  from  two  practical  points 
of  view.  I-et  us  assume,  on  the  one  hand, 
that  the  Dreadnought  offer  might  be  paral- 
leled by  the  Renerous  desire  of 
some  one  to  help  Koraebody  else  along. 
In  other  words,  it  represented  a  gift.  Now, 
it  is  a  very  ccwnmon  practice  when  some  of 
us  are  called  upon  to  make  a  gift  to  some- 
one else — as  in  the  case  of  persons  about 
to  be  married — that  we  do  not  make  an  in- 
di^riminate  gfft,  which  might  reflect  the 
goodness  of  our  heart,  but  m!;;ht  appear 
to  the  individual  a  very  poor  thing  indeed. 
We  generally  adopt  a  saner  and  wiser 
course  if^  we  want  to  confer  a  benefit  in  a 
practical  form.  I  suggest  that  the  Go- 
^  vern'mpnt  cnn  tnke  that  as  a  practical  illus- 
•■ation.    I  sugijest  further  fliat  it  was  not 
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Let  me  put  the  natter  in  anotber 
way  :  Let  us  assume  tlut  any  individual, 
or  any  body  of  individuals,  is  prepared, 
for  sane  reason  kx  other,  to  invest 
capital  in  some  undertaking  which  rnav 
be  desirable  or  necessary .  What  is 
the  usual  procedure?  Nine  times  out  (rf 
ten  the  ordinary  capitalist  is  not  an  expert 
in  the '  business  into  which  he  is  going  to 
put  his  capital.  But  he  has  come  to  tbe 
ocmclusicHi  that  the  enterprise  is  a  good, 
desirable,  and  sound  one,  and  he  is  pre- 
pared to  invest  What  is  his  procedure? 
If  he  is  a  sane  man  hie  obtains 
the  ser\'ices  of  the  most  competent 
expert  he  can  find.  He  says :  "  I  am  pie- 
pared  to  put  100,000  into  this  \%nture. 
Vou  are  the  most  compet«it  expert  I  can 
find,  and  I  propose  to  ask  your  adWce  as 
to  how  this  money  shall  be  invested."  That 
is  a  practical  method.  It  is  something 
similar  to  that  which  Australia  should  say 
to  England  at  the  present  juncture.  Ltt 
me  indicate  to  the  Ministry  what  I  should 
like  to  see  them  do,  and  what  I  shall 
urge  them  to  do  j  I  do  not  use  any  stronger 
verb  than  urge.  I  wish  to  make  my  posi- 
tion quite  plain,  and  in  order  to  sbcm  bow- 
seriously  I  consider  the  present  situatioD 
the  followingv  is  what  I  should  like  Min- 
isters to  do  at  once :  They  should 
ask  this  Parliament  to  adopt  some- 
thing definite,  or,  in  other  words,  in- 
vite Parli.nment  at  once  to  enter  uptm  a 
naval  programme.  Without  desiring  to 
mention  particular  figures,  I  say  now 
that  I  am  prepared  to  cordially  support 
and  to  do  everything  I  can  to  bring  about 
a  policy  by  which  the  Government  of  Aus- 
tralia, recognising  its  bounden  duty  to  tl»e 
Empire,  shall  be  prepared  at  once  to  conJ- 
mit  itself  to  a  naval  policy  invoh'ing  an  an- 
nual expenditure  of  oie  million  pounds 
sterling.  I  would  vote  tat  that  to-mor- 
row. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Syhon. — ^That  is  < 
very  £ood  plan. 

Senator  Peahce. — It  is  the  Labour  Go- 
vernment's proposal. 

Senator  Cl-EMONS. — I  venture  to  say 
that  if  a  proposal  to  that  effect  were 
brought  down  it  would  recei\-e  the  almost 
unanimous  support  of  the  Senate.  Indeed, 
it  would  receire  the  supixxt  of  tbe  Oppo- 
sition for  the  most  part.  Gwemments  are 
occasitmally  afraid  of  the  attitude  of  the 
Opposition,  but  many  of  the  present  Oppo- 
sition— of  course,  I  cannot  speak  for  them 
— are  to  my  own  knowledge  coj-^ally  ift 
favour  of  such  a  policy  as  that 
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Saiator  Fearce. — Hear^  hear. 

Senator  de  Largie. — Our  ptJicy  was 
pretty  well  known. 

Senator  Pearce. — That  was  it. 

Senator  CLEMONS.—The  Ministry  are 
fortunate  in  that  they  can  obtain  the  advice 
and  assistance  of  the  finest  body  of  naval 
■experts  the  world  has  ever  seen.  I  mean 
the  British  Admiralty.  To  put  the  posi- 
tVM  quite  plainly,  this  is  what  I  slK>uld 
like  to  see  the  Government  do:  They 
«hculd  commit  Australia  to  an  annual  ex- 
penditure of  one  million  pounds  ior  naval 
purposes,  and  when  they  have  secured  the 
vote  of  that  money  they  should  simply  in- 
vite the  Admiralty,  the  real  experts  in  this 
■matter,  to  tell  Australia  how  in  the  best 
and  most  eoHiomica]  manner  that  money 
can  be  expended.  We  can  only  venture 
to  express  our  personal  opinion  as  to  how 
it  should  be  ezp»ided.  For  my  own 
part,  if  my  opinion  is  worth  anything — and 
I  think  very  little  of  it  myself — I  think 
that  the  Admiralty  would  advise  us  to  pro- 
ceed very  much  upon  the  lines  upon  which 
the  late  Government  were  proceeding.  This 
is  my  hcHiest  opinion.  It  would  be  of  ma- 
terial assistance  to  the  British  Navy  in 
time  of  war  if  Australia  had  a  fleet  of 
vessels  such  as  have  been  referred  to  in  our 
■discussion. 

Senator  Dobson, — Destrovers? 

Senator  'CLEMONS. — Destroyers  of  the 
best  type— ooean-going  destroyers — which 
have  a  great  value  in  time  of  war,  and  in 
addition  to  destroyers,  possibly  some  fast 
cruisers. 

Senator  Dobson. — We  cannot  afford  to 
defend  our  coasts,  and  to  have  a  navy  for 
nea-going  purposes  as  well. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— I  wish  that  Sena- 
tor Dobson  would  try  to  understand  me. 
I  repeat  thnt,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  the  duty 
of  Australia  to  vote  at  least  one  million 
pounds  per  annum  for  a  naval  programme, 
and  I  say  further  .'hat  Australia  would 
be  foolish,  ill-advised,  nnd  ridiculous  in 
the  eyes  of  the  world  if,  lieing  able  to 
get  such  expert  advice  as  the  British  Ad- 
miraltv  can  give,  she  did  not  immediatelv 
consult  the  Admiralty,  and  adopt  whatever 
means  the  experts  suggested  for  the  ex- 
penditure of  that  sum  of  money. 

Senator  Dobson. — Hear,  hear. 

Senator  ^Iillen. — Would  the  honorable 
senator  condemn  any  exoenditure  of  money 
for  naval  purposes  if  it  were  undertaken 
without  conciiUat'on  with  the  Admiraltv? 

Sraat<»-  CLEMONS. — I  can  quite  tmder- 
stand  the  drift  of  that  questicm,  and  I  am 


sorry  that  there  should  be  given  to  the  dis- 
cussion of  this  matter  any  srat  of  party 
complexion. 

Senator  Millen. — I  am  asking  a  simple 

question. 

Senator  CLEMONS.  —  Moreover,  if 
Senator  Mitten  desires  to  invite  my  opinion 
— the  value  of  which  I  have  already  indi- 
cated as  being  extremely  little — ^may  I  re- 
mind him  that,  so  far  as  we  have  had  any 
indication  of  the  opinum  of  the  Admiralty, 
and  so  far  as  they  havf  been  consulted  as 
to  what  was  a  desirable  form  for  the 
naval  defence  of  Australia  to  take,  we  have 
had  the  assurance  that  the  very  form 
adopted  by  the  late  Government  was  the 
one  which  they  recommended.  But,  though 
I  feef  so  strongly  on  this  subject,  it  is,  I 
think,  idle  folly  for  us,  or  any  one  of  us, 
to  assume  that  he  can  lay  down  the  best 
policy  for  Australia.  Every  one  of  us  de- 
sires,' I  am  sure,  that  Australia  should 
show  an  active  form  of  co-operation  in 
naval  affairs  with  Great  Britain.  We  de- 
sire that  steps  should  be  taken  to  enable 
Australia  to  co-operate  in  Imperial  defence 
at  once. 

Senator  Dobson. — The  only  way  to  de- 
fend our  shores  is  to  have  a  navy  to  help 
to  maintain  the  ccmimand  of  the  seas. 

Senator  CLEMONS. — May  I  suggest,  in 
all  modesty,  to  Senator  Dobson,  that,  in- 
stead of  emphasizing  any  differences  that 
may  exist  between  him  and  me,  he  should 
recognise  that  the  British  Admiralty  is  a 
far  more  competent  authority  than  any  man 
living  in  Australia  at  the  present  time, 
whether  he  be  a  senator  or  otherwise. 

Senator  Dobson.  —  That  is  quite 
obvious. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— Then  why  should 
Senator  Dobson  quarrel  with  me  on  a  point 
which  I  sav  I  would  leave  deliberately  to 
the  decision  of  an  infinitely  greater  autho- 
rity than  we  have  in  Australia  ? 

Senator  DoBSON. — There  is  to  be  an  Im- 
perial Conference. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— It  is  because  of 
that  Imperial  Conference  that  I  have  urged 
upon  the  Ministry  the  importance  of  this 
question.  What  do  we  know  about  that 
Conference?  All  that  we  know  is  that 
Colonel  Foxton  has  gone  Home  practically 
with  no  instructions  whatever.  Indeed,  I 
recognise  that  it  was  extremely  difficult  for 
the  Government  to  give  him  any  instruc- 
tions. But  this  is  what  I  should  like,  and 
this  is  why  I  think  the  question  is  urgent. 
In  my  belief,  if  the  Ministry  would  adopt 
the  method  that  |i^@j^^Ua|^g|$ould  be 
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a  sound  and  a  strong  thing  to  do,  and 
would  receive  the  indorsement  of  Aus- 
tralia generally,  as  well  as  of  this  Parlia- 
ment. Before  Colonel  Foxton  leaves  that 
Conference,  he  should  be  instructed  by  the 
Ministry  to  say  that  the  Commonwealth  of 
Australia  is  determined  lo  spend  one  mil- 
lion pounds  per  annum  in  naval  defence ; 
and  he  should  further  say  that  he  is  in- 
structed by  the  Ministry  to  consult  with  the 
Admiralty,  and  obtain  from  them  the  best 
advice  thej'  can  giye  on  the  subject.  To 
do  that  would  be  to  take  steps  towards 
arrivmg  at  a  decisicm,  and  if  that  were  done 
I  renture  to  say  that  the  statements  made 
by  Colwiel  FcMtton  at  the  Conference  would 
be  of  infinitely  greater  value  than  any  that 
have  been  made  on  behalf  of  Australia 
hitherto.  I  have  spent  sufficient  t'me  on 
this  question  of  naval  defenre.  I  reiierate 
that  I  am  prepared  to  sacrifice  a  great  deal 
with  regard  to  other  matters — I  am  pre- 
pared to  do  a  certain  amount  of  unpleasant 
swallowing — if  I  can  find  that  I  am  sup- 
porting any  Ministry — this  Ministry  fw 
choice — which  will  take  a  firm  hold  of 
this  defence  question,  which  will  take  up 
the  naval  question  as  it  ou^ht  to  be  t^ken 
up,  and  which  will  insist  at  once  that  Aus- 
tralia shall  recognise  her  full  responsi- 
bility, will  ask  Australia  to  become  self- 
res[)ectin<;.  and,  if  it  be  necessary,  will 
descend  to  even  lower  levels,  and  ap- 
peal to  the  self-interest  of  Australia.  If 
the  Ministry  will  do  this,  let  them  begin 
seriously  to  tackle  the  question  without  de- 
lay. With  regard  to  the  military  side  of 
our  defence  problem,  T  do  not  feel  qualified 
to  speak,  nor  do  I  feel  so  keenly  on  the 
subject.  But  upon  the  general  question  of 
defence  I  have  to  admit  that  I  shall  vo'e 
for  some  scheme  of  compulsory  service.  Bv 
that  I  do  not  mean  an  indiscriminate  and 
more  or  less  useless  form  of  compulsion 
put  upon  small  Ikjvs  of  twelve  vears  of  age. 
I  recognise  the  futility  of  taking  boys  of 
twelve,  compelling  them  to  go  through  a 
certain  amount  of  military  training — tie- 
cause  their  training  is  not  merely  physical, 
it  is  occa.sionally  military — and  then,  when 
a  boy  reaches  the  age-when  he  might  Tw*  ex- 
pected to  be  of  some  value  as  a  military 
unit,  dropping  him  altogether.  Th.it  sort 
of  compulsory  training  seems  to  me  to 
be  quite  u.':eless.  I  began  bv  disliking 
frankly  this  compulsory  training  policy ; 
but  I  am  prepared,  at  the  present  time,  in 
view  of  the  position  of  Australia,  to  ac- 
"'t  some  scheme  of  this  kind.  I  do  not 
er  about  the  details  of  such  a  scheme. 
'enator  ClemonM, 


It  is  sufficient  for  me  to  comnut  myself  to 
the  indorsement  of  the  policy.  The  details 
will  have  to  be  worked  out  by  the  Minis- 
try. It  seems  very  desirable  that  we  ^HMild 
do  sOTiething  to  improve  our  land  force. 
When  we  entered  upon  Federation,  we  had 
a  force  of  about  28.000  men.  At  that  time 
the  cost  of  the  whole  of  our  defences,  in- 
cluding ^200,000  for  the  naval  subsidy, 
was  about  ;^8oo,ooo.  At  the  presert  time 
we  have  a  fcvoe  of  22,000  men,  and  our 
expenditure  has  gone  up  from  ;^Soo,ooo 
to  j^i, 100,000. 

Senator  Pearce.— Those  figures  do  not 
give  the  real  position.  The  force  is  now 
better  equipped,  it  has  larger  reserves  of 
ammunition,  and  better  arms  than  at  the 
inauguration  of  the  Conuncn wealth. 

Senates-  CLEMOXS.— I  am  pleased  to 
hear  that  assurance,  I  confess  that  I  haiv 
not  analyzed  the  figures  in  detail.  I 
propose  to  make  a  quotation  from  a  news- 
paper which  is  at  least  enthusiastic  in  sup- 
port of  the  present  Government,  and  I  ask 
Ministers  to  say  whether  the  statements, 
categorically  made  in  it,  are  true.  If  they 
are,  I  invite  them  to  consider  what  is  their 
bounden  duty  with  regard  to  defmce. 
These  are  the  statements  made — 

We  have  been  a  Commonwealth  for  eight 
years  and  a  half;  and  to-day  our  forces  ue 
below  peace  strength ;  are  inadequately  clotlied 
and  armed ;  cannot  be  mobilized  for  want  of 
transport  equipment  and  transport  arrangements; 
they  have  not  trained  officers  to  lead  them,  mt 
could  we  arm  those  men  whom  we  pretend  «e 
would  enrol  if  war  really  came.  If  we  sent 
an  army  to  battle,  we  ^ould  have  no  meuf 
ready  for  supplying  it  with  ammunition — if  by 
luck  we  had  the  ammunition  to  be  supplied. 
Artillery,  which  has  at  times  been  an  overwnelia- 
iogly  decisive  arm  in  modem  warfare  (as  the 
campaigns  in  Manchuria  showed),  has  ben  so 
absurdly  bandied  that  men  have  been  trained 
with  a  baltery  of  dummy  guns.  Men  in  lifle 
clubs  have  their  patriotism  rewarded  by  the 
chance  of  firing  one  shot  in  ten  from  a  borrowed 
rifle.  Cadets,  ^to  whom  we  point  with  natioiiai 
pride,  are  given  no  rifles  at  all. 

Senator  Pearce. — Yet  the  last  Deakin 
Governm«it  cut  out  over  ;£ioo,ooo  placed 
on  the  Estimates  for  defence  material. 

Senator  Dobson.  —  Who  cut  oct 
;£i6o,ooo  blindfold  from  the  6rst  Esti- 
mates submitted?    The  Labour  party. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— I  am  not  con- 
cerned with  anything  in  the  nature  of 
mutual  recrimination  as  to  what  one  Go- 
vernment did  and  another  did  not  do-  I 
am  most  seriously  ccmcemed  with  the  pre- 
sent situation,  which,  as  detailed  in  the 
quotation  I  have  made,  deser\es  piost  seri- 
ous considerationgitizedbyCjOOgIC 
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Senator  Pearce. — ^\Vill  the  honorable 
senator  permit  me  to  say  that  there  has 
jiever  been  a  refusal  by  any  section  of  the 
Federal  Parliament  to  vote  adequate  sup- 
plies for  material,  but  the  last  Deakin 
■Goveriunent  would  not  give  Parliament  an 
opportunity  to  do  so,  although  they  were 
aware  of  the  fact  I  have  stated. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— I  say  at  once 
that  there  are  few  members  of  the  Senate, 
or  honorable  members  in  another  place, 
better  qualified  than  is  Senator  Pearce  to 
point  out  to  us  the  very  many  great  fail- 
ings that  have  been  the  conspicuous  feature 
of  our  administration  of  defence  since 
Federation  was  acccwnplished ;  but  I  am  not 
so  much  concerned  with  past  errors.  I  am 
•concerned  about  the  present  situation.  1 
have  intimated  what  I  think  with  regard 
to  the  Jabour  question,  and  now  I  say  that 
if  the  statement  vhich  I  have  quoted  from 
a  newspaper  which  suppcHts  the  Govem- 
■ment,  and  which  can  have  no  possible  de- 
sire to  find  fault  with  them^  is  true,  they 
have  a  duty  before  them  that  clamours  in- 
sistently for  immediate  attention. 

Senator  Pearce. — Will  they  take  up  our 
Defence  Estimates?  We  propcsed  to  ask 
for  ^£500,000  additional  this  year. 

Senator  Millen. — Why  this  strenuous 
effort  to  bring  party  feeing  into  the  dis- 
cussion of  such  a  question  ? 

Senator  CLEMONS.—Whilst  I  have  al- 
Teady  said  that  I  recognise  that  Senator 
Pearce  is  now  very  well  qualified  to  offer 
■tis  advice  and  assistance,  I  do  deprecate 
the  introduction  of  any  party  considerations 
in  dealing  with  this  question.  In  the 
House  of  Commons  a  very  sound  practice 
is  followed,  which  few  nien  who  care  to 
retain  the  respect  of  that  House  ever  ven- 
■ture  to  break,  of  keeping  all  questions  of 
defence  as  free  as  possible  from  any  party 
taint.  It  would  be  very  wise  and  desir- 
able for  us  to  adopt  a  similar  practice  in 
this  Parliament. 

Senator  Turley. — It  is  not  always  fol- 
lowed in  the  House  of  Commons. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— I  admit  that,  and 
I  am  afraid  that  we  shall  not  always  fol- 
low it  here;  but,  so  far  as  I  am  personally 
conoerned,  I  shall  do  my  utmost  to  be 
guided  by  that  practice.  If  it  is  any  proof 
of  the  sincerity  of  my  intention  in  this  re- 
^gard  let  me  say  at  once  to  the  members  of 
the  Labour  party  that  I  found  myself  far 
more  in  accord  with  their  policy  with  re- 
•gard  to  defence  than  I  ever  have  been  with 
4he  policy  of  any  other  Federal  Govern- 


ment on  that  subject  since  I  came  into  this 
Parliament 

Senator  GirrHME. — Let  the  b<»iorabIe 
senator  come  over  here. 

Senator  CLEMO^'S.— No,  I  shall  not 
go  over  there.  Whilst  I  am  capable  of 
generous  critici»n  of  the  proposals  of  my 
honcwable  friends^-  there  is  between  myself 
and  them  a  very  wide  gulf  fixed.  Though 
I  am  in  many  matters  opposed  to  the 
Labour  party  I  have  not  sunk  to  such  a 
low  level  as  to  refuse  to  them  gen- 
erosity of  criticism  when  I  can  ofTer  it. 
I  shall  not  refuse  them  full  credit  for  what 
they  have  done,  and  what  they  have  at- 
tempted to  do.  I  should  like  to  say  that,  in 
my  opinion,  one  ot  the  best  things  they 
ever  did  since  they  entered  this  Parliament 
was  to  send  the  cable  which  they 
despatched  at  the  time  when  so  much 
was  being  said  about  the  Offer  of  a 
Dreadnought.  It  was  referred  to  by 
Senator  Symon  last  night,  and  I  should 
like  again  to  remind  the  Senate  of 
the  exact  text  of  it.  This  is  a  copy  of  the 
message  to  which  I  refer — 

From  the  Prime  Minister  to  His  Excellency 
the  Governor-General.  Melbourne,  2201]  March. 
Se  our  conversation  on  the  subject  of  the  naval 
crisis.  I  desire  to  fonnatly  convey  to  your 
Excellency  that  the  attitude  of  the  present  Go- 
vernment is  that,  whilst  its  policy  is  to  provide 
for  its  own  defence — 

I  thoroughly  agree  with  that— 

!.till,  in  the  event  of  any  emergency,  the  re- 
sources of  the  CommoQwealth  would  be  cheer- 
fully placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Mother 
Country, 

Wide  as  is  the  gulf  between  my  honorable 
friends  and  myself,  I  say  that  that  mes- 
sage reflects  very  great  credit  upon  the 
man  who  sent  it,  Mr.  Fisher,  and  upon 
the  party  he  leads.  I  think  it  re- 
presented a  very  proper  treatment  of 
the  situation  as  it  then  presented  it- 
self. I  have  ventured  only  to  touch  upon 
military  defence.  May  I  bring  under  the 
notice  of  the  Government  a  very  important 
matter  on  which  I  should  not  touch  were 
I  not  so  sure  of  my  ground?  I  suggest 
that  it  is  very  desirable  that  they  should 
at  once  set  aside  a  sum  for  the  investi- 
gation of  aerial  navigation,  so  far  as  it 
affects  the  questlim  of  defence.  I  have  given 
notice  of  a  question  which  appears  on  the 
business-paper  to  ask  if  among  the  instruc- 
tions to  Colonel  Foxton  there  is  any  refer- 
ence to  the  subject.  Possibly,  Ministers 
and  many  honorable  senators  to-day  adopt 
an  attitude  of  scepticism  wii3<»^d  to 
the  future  of  a^ial  oavigati<m,^ 
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Senator  Findley.— They  laughed  at  it 
when  I  mentioned  it  here  six  months 
ago. 

Senator  CLEMONS. — I  do  not  wish  to 
sound  any  personal  note  or  to  claim  author- 
ship for  the  suggestion.  But,  knowing 
what  I  have  recently  learnt  on  the  subject, 
I  should  not  be  discharging  my  duty  in 
the  interests  of  the  defence  of  the  Com- 
mcKiwealth  if  I  did  nc^  urge  on  Ministers 
the  very  great  necessity  of  investigating 
the  subject.  At  the  present  time,  in  my 
opinion,  the  sciem*  of  the  navigaticm  of 
the  air  has  reached  such  a  stage  that  the 
early  perfection  of  it  is  an  absolute  cer- 
tainty. I  wonder  if  the  people  of  Aus- 
tralia generally,  or  even  the  members  of  the 
Senate,  know  just  what  is  going  on.  Do 
they  know  that  Germany,  France,  and 
America  have  made  immense  practical 
commercial  strides  in  the  matter  of  aerial 
navigation  ? 

Senator  Vardon. — England  has  daie 
something  in  that  way,  too. 

Senator  CXEMONS. — It  is  just  because 
I  see  what  England  is  d(ring  now  that  I 
feel  on  surer  ground  than  ever  in  raising 
this  question.  There  is  one  thing  which 
we  cannot  fail  to  recognise  with  respect 
to  England,  as  characteristic  of  all  the  past 
htstorv  of  England.  It  is  that  if  in  con- 
nexion with  any  question  of  manufactures 
or  the  advancement  of  sciences,  England 
has  once  decided  to  take  up  any  new  scien- 
tific invention,  she  has  done  so  on  such 
sure  ground  that  she  has  never  yet  had  to 
retrace  her  steps.  Still,  she  has  always 
given  a  start  to  almost  every  other  nation 
in  the  world  in  the  matter  of  scientific  in- 
vention, but  when  she  has  once  started  she 
has  never  needed  to  retrace  her  steps.  It 
is,  perhaps,  only  since  I  left  England,  a 
few  months  ago,  that  the  British  Govern- 
ment have  taken  up  this  question  in  all 
seriousness.  Surely  it  is  not  necessary  for 
me  to  remind  the  Senate  that  only  the 
other  day  a  German  type  of  the  dirigible 
balloon  succeeded  in  travelling  564  miles, 
at  an  average  speed  of  24  miles  an  hour. 
It  is  only  the  other  day  that  in  another 
form  of  aerial  navigation  represented  by 
the  aeroplane  another  man  succeeded  in 
travelling  a  ccmsiderable  distance  at  the 
rate  of  40  miles  an  hour.  It  is  well  known 
that  that  very  clever  inventor  Mr.  Wilbur 
Wright,  who  rose  to  his  present  great 
scientific  position  from  being  merely  a 
bicycle  mender  in  some  town  in  the  United 
States,  stated  in  clear  and  simple  language 
•^••.t  there  was  now  no  limit  to  the  ability 


of  himself  and  others  like  him  to  success- 
fully navigate  the  air,  and  that  the 
distance  to  be  travelled  was  simply 
a  mechanical  question  of  the  strength 
of  the  motor  power  he  could  take 
in  his  car.  He  indicated  that  that  was 
a  difficulty  which  could  be  very  quickly 
overcome.  He  made  this  statement,  at  tlw 
place  where  he  was  experimenting,  to  no 
less  a  man  than  Mr.  Balfour.  Since  the 
statement  was  made  immense  strides  have 
been  made. 

Senator  de  Largie. — There  is  the  ques- 
tion of  expense. 

Senator  CLEMOXS.— With  regard  to 
the  question  of  expense,  what  I  urge  par- 
ticularly on  the  Ministry  is  that  the  ques- 
tion of  expense  is  absolutely  infinitesimal 
when  compared,  for  instance,  with  the  ex- 
pense of  building  Dreadnoughts.  Mr. 
Wilbur  Wright  is  ready  to  supply  machines 
of  his  aeroplane  type  at  a  cost  of  some- 
where between  jQ2,ooq  and  ;^3,ooo.  I 
say  that  the  Government  would  be  well 
advised,  and  would  be  doing  a  strong 
thing,  if  they  decided  immediately  to  set 
aside  at  least  ^^50,000  to  investigate 
subject  of  aerial  navigation. 

Senator  Pearce. — ^And  inventicms  Rener- 
ally. 

Senator    CLEMONS. — And  inventions 

generally  ;  but  I  specially  lu-ge  the  inves- 
tigation of  the  subject  of  aerial  naviga- 
tion in  its  relatiwi  to  defence.  One  of 
the  greatest  scientific  men  in  the  world, 
whose  dicta  upon  scientific  inventiwis  are 
always  regarded  with  the  greatest  respect— 
I  refer  to  Sir  Hiram  Maxim — made  a  very 
clear  statement  on  this  subject.  We  can- 
not afford  to  neglect  what  a  man  of  hb 
standing  has  to  say.  This  is  what  he  sai-! 
in  April,  as  to  tKe  rate  of  progress,  an^ 
by  this  time,  July,  many  further  st^  haw 
been  taken — 

At  the  present  rate  of  progress.  decIiteJ 
Sir  Hiram  Maxim,  we  shall  certaialy  hstc 
macbines  inside  of  a  few  years  that  will  Irani 
at  a  rate  of  sixty  mites  an  hour,  and  will  be 
able  to  carry  a  toad  of  1,500  lbs.  He  added, 
that  a  thousand  such  mactiines  could  certainlT 
be  built  for  less  than  the  cost  of  one  Drtai- 
nought. 

If  we  are  to  pay  any  attention  to  the  care- 
ful and  weighty  utterances  of  suA  t 
man,  whose  repute  is  well  known,  it  will 
be  admitted  that  we  shall  be  foolish  and 
incredibly  slow  if  we  do  nothing.  There 
is  another  phase  of  the  question  to  which 
I  may  refer.  Ts  there  in  this  matter  of  • 
aerial  navigation  anything  to  prevent  ibe 
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inventive  ability  of  Australians  from  com- 
mencing at  OTce  to  deal  with  the  subject? 
Surely  we  haye  men  here  capable  of  deal- 
ing with  it.  I  have  myself  heard  of  ama- 
teurs who  have  displayed  almost  sufficient 
capacity  to  tackle  the  question,  and  by  the 
work  of  Australian  inventors  something 
concrete  might  be  produced  which  would  be 
of  immense  value  to  Australia  in  c(xinexi<Hi 
with  our  defence.  I  do  not  intend  to  weary 
the  Senate  on  the  subject,  but  it  must  be 
apparent  to  all  thinking  men  that  the  value 
of  aerial  navigation  in  time  of  war  is 
almost  incalculable.  I  remind  honca-able 
senators  that  in  England  at  the  pre- 
sent ti'me  the  first  military  and  naval 
authorities  have  set  themselves  most  ser- 
iously to  consider  some  form  of  defence 
to  meet  the  possibility  of  an  attack  by 
means  of  aerial  navigation  in  time  of  war. 
I  shall  not  dwell  longer  on  the  subject, 
but  I  again  urge  upcwi  the  Ministry  the 
necessity  of  giving  it  serious  consideration. 
Should  they  come  down  in  the  Budget 
statement,  or  even  befwe  it  is  delivered, 
with  a  proposal  to  set  aside  a  sum  of 
mOTey  for  the  investigation  of  the  subject  of 
aerial  navigation  in  its  relation  to 
defence  is  there  any  one  who  would 
say  that  such  a  proposal  would  not  be 
eggerly  welcomed  ?  If  any  opposition 
were  offered  to  it  that  opF>osition  would 
emanate  from  a  very  small  minority. 

Senator  Givens. — It  would  be  unani- 
mously accepted,  I  think,  if  the  Gorern- 
nient  did  not  propose  to  expend  borrowed 
money  upon  it. 

Senator  CLE MONS.— Before  conclud- 
ing my  remarks,  I  propose  to  devote  about 
five  minutes  to  the  questim  of  finance. 
Many  times  in  this  Senate,  with  the  full 
approval  of  Senator  Millen,  I  have  p(nnted 
out  the  desirableness  of  aboHshinE;  the 
book-keeping  provision  of  the  Constitution. 
I  say  that  that  provision  is  a  blot  upon 
the  Federation,  and  that  its  operation  is 
un-Federal  and  unfair.  I  am  willing  to 
recognise  all  the  discrepancies  that  its 
abolition  might  bring  to  light.  I  am  pre- 
pared to  remedy  those  discrepancies  as  far 
as  it  is  possible  to  do  so.  In  short,  1  am 
willing  to  do  anything  to  secure  the  removal 
of  the  obstacles  which  prevent  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  bo(^-keeping  section  of  the  Con- 
stitution. I  make  that  statement  for  the 
benefit  of  honorable  senators  from  Western 
Australia,  because  I  recognise  that  that  is  a 
State  which  stands  in  the  way  of  its  aboli- 
ticHi.    So  much  imp(»:tance  do  I  attach  to 


the  removal  of  the  c^jectionable  book- 
keeping system  that  I  am  willing  to  acoedff 
to  any  reasonable  arrangement  which  may 
be  made  to  meet  existing  conditions.  But 
1  wish  now  to  impress  upon  the  Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Executive  Council  one  other 
aspect  of  this  book-keeping  system  which 
has  probably  escaped  his  notice.  It  is  that 
it  is  burdened  with  so  many  imperfections 
that,  since  joining  the  Federaticm,  Tasmania 
has  beta  deprived  of  at  least  ;£i5o,ooo  to 
which  she  was  justly  entitled. 

Senator  Millen.  — ■  That  arises  from 
"  leakage  ?" 

Senator  CLEMONS.— Yes.  Further,  I 
do  not  think  that  I  exaggerate  when  I  say 
that  one-third  of  ihe  employes  in  the 
Customs  Department  might  be  dispensed 
with  so  far  as  the  necessity  for  their  ser- 
vices is  concerned,  if  the  book-keeping  sys- 
tem were  abolished.  A  statement  of  that 
kind  may  seem  s(»newhat  staggering,  but 
I  believe  that  it  is  perfectly  accurate.  The 
immensity  of  the  work  which  the  system 
imposes  upon  Cust<»ns  c^Gcers  is  not  even 
dreamed  of  by  most  tionorable  senators. 
Further,  it  interposes  a  himdred  obstacles 
to  the  proper  completion  of  Federation. 
For  instance,  how  can  we  secure  uniform 
postage  throughout  the  Commonwea  1th 
whilst  this  objectionable  system  is  con- 
tinued ?  I  understand  that  the  Ministry 
have  been  amsidering  the  question  of  uni- 
form postage,  and  though  possibly  they 
may  be  able  to  see  some  method  of  giving 
effect  to  it  wliilst  the  existing  system  ob- 
tains, I  confess  that  I  cannot.  If  we  were 
to  atx)lish  the  system  we  should  pave  the 
way  for  the  easy  working  of  many  other 
porticMis  of  our  Constituti(Hi.  I  might  say 
much  more  upon  the  financial  question,  but 
I  think  that  I  had  better  brmg  my  re- 
marks* to  a  close.  I  shall  have  other  op- 
portunities of  discussing  the  matter.  The 
Ministry  will  have  to  bring  forward  the 
Budget  statement,  and  must  afford  honor- 
able senators  a  fair  opportunity  of  debating 
it.  But  before  resuming  my  seat  there  is 
just  one  subject  upon  which  I  must  say  a 
few  words.  I  feel  sure  that  many  honor- 
able senators  cannot  look  complacently  upon 
the  large  payment  which  the  Commonwealth 
is  annually  called  upon  to  make  to  the 
Queensland  sugar  industry.  I  do  not  see 
how  even  Protectionists  can  regard  the  pay- 
ment of  the  sugar  bounty  with  complete 
satisfaction.  If  a  cynical  philosopher 
were  to  drop  in  amongst  us  and  to  in- 
vestigate the  question  of^the  sugar  bounty 
he  would  be  cg^^g^gjKjf^ogfeenchable 
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laughter.  By  the  payment  of  a  large 
bounty  from  the  Conmumwealth  revenue 
we  have  arrived  at  a  position  in  which  the 
Australian  oonsumers  are  called  upon  to 
pay  jC6  per  tori  more  for  their  sugar  than 
are  the  inhabitants  of  any  other  part  of 
the  world. 

Senator  Walker. — Is  not  that  the  price 
we  are  paying  for  the  abolition  of  black 
labour  ? 

Senator  CLEMONS.— I  am  afraid  that 
it  is  not.  At  any  rate  the  kanaka  labourer 
has  gcme,  and  I  should  like  to  know  how 
long  the  payment  of  the  sugar  bounty  is 
to  continue.  Of  course,  I  recognise  that 
the  abolitiixi  of  kanaka  labour  was  the 
avowed  c^ject  underlying  the  legislaticm 
enacted  by  this  Parliament  in  reference  to 
the  8u^  industry.  But  surely  the  time 
has  arrived  when  we  can  treat  this  industry 
as  we  would  treat  any  other  industry. 

Senator  Pearce. — A  term  is  fixed  for  the 
op»'ati(xi  of  the  bounty'. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— But  the  honor- 
able senator  know$  very  well  that  one  of 
the  most  difficult  questions  with  which  wc 
shall  be  called  upon  to  deal  nill  be  the 
termination  of  that  bounty. 

Senator  Givens. — ^Are  there  not  several 
articles  in  Tasmania  which  receive  as  high 
a  measure  of  Protection  as  does  the  sugar 
indusby  in  Queensland?  Hops  and  jams 
are  two  of  the  most  highly  protected 
articles  in  the  Commonwealth  Tariff. 

Senator  CLEMONS. — I  am  dealing  with 
the  sugar  industry  frwn  the  stand-point  of 
the  Cwnraonwealth  revenue.  But  since 
Senator  Givens  has  mentioned  the  matter 
I  say  that  Tasmania  pays  far  more  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  sugar  industry  in 
Queensland  than  she  receives  in  the  form 
of  Customs  revenue  from  the  articles  to 
which  allusion  has  been  made.  S^e  has 
been  doing  her  share — ^as  she  is  bound  to 
do  under  the  Constitution — to  maintain  the 
Queensland  sugar  industry.  I  hope,  too, 
that  the  Government  will  pay  serious  at- 
tention to  what  I  have  said  in  regard  to  the 
question  of  defence.  I  wish  to  warn  them 
that  while  my  present  attitude  towards 
them  is  not  entirely  friendly,  it  is  going  to 
be  seriously  modified  either  one  way  or  an- 
other by  the  attitude  which  they  adopt  tOr 
wards  defence,  especially  naval  defence. 
I  will  go  a  long  way  towards  overlooking 
little  discrepancies — with,  of  course,  occa- 
sional reminders — if  I  find  them  strcmg 
enough  and  willing  enough  to  tackle  this 
big  question,  which  in  my  opinion,  com- 
pletely over^dows  any  other  with  which 


we  have  to  deal .  So  strongly  do 
I  feel  upcai  it  that  I  would  almost  become 
a  supporter  of  a  Labour  Gova-nment  if 
they  would  tackle  the  question  of  defence 
and  no  other  Government  would  do  so.  I 
hope  that  I  shall  not  find  myself  before  the 
end  of  the  session  in  a  position  to  say  that 
they  have  disappointed  me.  If  I  ha\-e  to 
say  that  I  shall  have  done  with  them.  If  thej- 
fail  in  this  respect  I  shall  do  my  utmost 
in  the  interests  of  the  Commcxiwealth  and 
of  the  State  which  I  represent  to  turn  them 
out  of  office. 

Senator  GRAY  (New  South  Wales) 
[4.8], — I  propose  to  occupy  the  attention  of 
the  Senate  for  only  a  few  minutes.  I  feel 
compelled  to  do  so,  however,  owing  to  some 
remarks  which  were  made  by  Senator  Sj- 
mon  yesterday.  He  did  me  the  huKwr 
of  resurrecting  from  the  pages  of  Hansari 
a  speech  which  I  made  in  this  Chamber  iit 
criticism  of  Mr.  Deakin  upon  the  occasioo 
of  the  resignation  of  the  Reid-McLean  Go- 
venunent.  Now,  the  facts  are  that  1  en- 
tered this  Parliament  as  a  follower  and 
staunch  supporter  of  Mr.  G.  H.  Reid, 
whom  I  greatly  respected,  and  in  a  poli- 
tica!  sense  loved.  Believing  that  the  real 
reasons  underlying  the  downfall  of  the 
Reid-McLean  Slinistry  were  the  wisdom  of 
its  administration,  and  the  fact  that  it  was 
appreciated  by  the  people  of  Australia, 
and  believing  also  that  certain  powerful 
influences  behind  Mr.  Deakin  realized  tbe 
true  portion,  pressure  was  brought  to 
bear  

Senator  Pearce. — Who  brought  pressure 
to  bear? 

Senator  GRAY. — I  have  in  my  mind  the 
powerful  influence  of  the  Age,  and  of  the 
extreme  Protectiwiist  partv  in  Victoria. 
They  realized  that  the  Reid-McLean  Min- 
istry were  affording  such  marked  oppor- 
tunities for  advancing  the  b«t  interests  of 
Australia  that  they  felt  that  their  cause 
might  become  endangered.  Holding  that 
belief,  and  being  a  staunch  supportCT  of 
Mr.  Reid,  I  thought  that  he  had  received 
most  unfair  treatment.  Actuated  bv  that 
feeling,  I  certainly  expressed  my  \-iews  in 
language  which  was,  perhaps,  very  forcible, 
but  which  in  no  sense  do  I  withdraw  even 
now.  Perhaps  if  I  was  speaking  at  tbe 
present  time  I  might  not  speak  so  feebly 
as  I  did  then.  But  ait  that  time  I  be- 
liei'ed  that  it  was  my  duty  to  speak  as 
warmly  as  I  did  in  the  interests  of  tbe  party 
which  I  xepresent  here.  In  the  clicum- 
stances,  however^^|  Jp^  @^^5g^  that  I 
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used  one  wotcI  which  could  be  characterized 
as  too  strong. 

Senator  Givens. — If  the  words  were  true 
then  are  they  not  equally  applicable  now  ? 

Senator  GRAY. — As  years  roll  on  our 
views  arc  considerably  modified.  Lan- 
guage which  we  used  in  certain  conditions, 
and  which  might  have  been  perfectly  ap- 
plicable at  the  time,  is  not  applicable  to 
new  conditions,  when  time  has  mellowed  us. 

Senator  Givens. — Truth  is  eternal. 
It  is  not  something  which  is  true  to-day  but 
false  to-morrow. 

Senator  GRAY. — I  realize  that  Mr.  Reid 
would  have  been  more  than  human  if  he 
had  not  expressed  in  as  strong  lan- 
guage as  he  could  the  facts  as  they 
occurred  to  him  at  that  time.  I 
think  that  the  people  of  New  South 
Wales  as  a  whole  also  felt  that  in 
the  circumstances  he  had  not  been  fairly 
used,  and  that  his  Government  had  not  re'- 
ceived  that  trial  which  its  merits  warranted. 
I  very  much  questi(»i  if  he  has  not  givm 
to  Australia  one  of  the  most  splendid  ex- 
amples of  self-sacrificing  loyalty,  in  putting 
aside  his  great  personality  and  his  claim 
to  a  position  which  his  great  ability  and 
experience  warranted  him  in  aspiring  to. 
He  realized,  with  others,  that  no  solid  per- 
manent Government  could  be  established 
unless  it  had  at  its  back  a  majority  to  carry 
out  the  behests  of  the  general  public.  Hav- 
ing come  to  that  conclusion,  and  believing 
that  he  was  one  of  the  stumbling-blocks  to 
the  consummation  of  that  object,  he  was 
pirepared  to  efT  ace  himsel  f .  I  n  view 
of  his  experience  and  his  ability  he 
might  have  fairly  aspired  to  be 
placed  in  the  proudest  position  which  any 
man  in  Australia  could  hope  to  reach — to 
be  not  only  the  leader  of  a  party,  but  also 
the  Prime  Minister.  That  was,  I  think, 
a  fair  view  to  take  as  to  the  possibilities  of 
the  future.  I  think  that  Mr.  Reid  waived 
his  chance  with  the  belief  that  by  takin-^ 
that  course  he  would  advantage  the  peojile 
of  Australia  as  regards  its  permanent  pro- 
gress by  securing  a  Government  which  would 
represent  the  views  of  a  majority  of  the 
people.  The  reasons  which  then  r.ctuated 
Mr,  Reid  are  those  which  have  actuated 
me  in  following  the  present  Gwernment. 
I  hold  that  in  every  diange  of  Government 
there  must  be  sacrifices  made.  Mr. 
Chapman,  Sir  Thomas  Ewing,  and 
Senator  Keating  must  have  made  sacri- 
fices in  deciding  to  support  the  present  Go- 
vernment. It  is  just  the  same  with  the 
Free  Trade  party  in  New  South  Wales. 


I  was  elected  as  a  Free  Trader  to  serve 
undw  Mr.  Reid.  I  am  still  a  Free  Trader. 
From  bc^hood  I  was  nursed  in  that  due 
trine.  I  believe  now,  as  I  have  always  be 
lieved  and  always  will  believe,  that  the  best 
interests  of  Australia  would  be  advantiged 
if  we  could  have  established  a  Free  Tradt 
policy.  But  I  recognise  that  such  a  thin^ 
is  impossible,  that  we  should  be  simph 
running  our  heads  against  a  stone  wall 
without  achieving  any  practical  result. 
Believing  that  the  system  of  caucus  Go- 
vernment is  dangerous,  and  inimical  to  the 
best  interests  of  the  people,  I  unhesitatingly 
give  my  support  to  the  present  Go- 
vernment rather  than  bring  in  a  Govern- 
ment which  would  be  dominated  by 
a  minority.  The  Caucus  stands  foi' 
a  programme,  and  the  Labour  part\ 
would  put  it  into  operation  if  they  had 
the  power.  I  for  one  am  not  here  to  find 
fault  with  the  Labour  party  as  a  whole.  I 
contend  that  in  many  things  they  have  shown 
a  fairness,  an  ability,  and  a  dignity  which 
do  them  credit ;  I  recognise  that  they  have 
risen  to  the  position  which  they  now  hold. 
They  ought  to  be  proud  that  the> 
now  form  one  of  the  great  parties  by  which 
this  country  is  governed.  They  could  not 
claim  to  be  a  great  party  when  they  repre- 
sented only  a  minority  of  the  people.  Pre- 
viously they  were  one  of  three  parties,  but 
now  they  are  recognised  as  the  Opposition. 
In  my  opinion  that  has  placed  them  in  r 
stronger  position  than  they  have  ever  held 
before.  But  so  long  as  I  have  a  vote  here  I 
shall  do  the  best  I  can  to  crush  caucus 
domination.  I  believe  that  in  the  exercise 
of  its  power  it  is  not  democratic,  but  auto- 
cratic, and  that  its  results  have  been  any- 
thing but  conducive  to  the  advancement  of 
the  best  interests  of  the  people.  I  shall 
support  the  present  Government  loyalU 
and  as  a  staunch  party  man.  I  do  not  be- 
lieve in  the  existence  of  an  independent 
party.  I  do  not  want  to  be  even  the  can- 
did friend  of  the  Government.  If  I  givt 
my  support  to  the  Government  it  is  giver 
cordially,  but  if  it  violates  the  pledges 
which  it  gave  to  the  coimtry,  then  I  wil! 
unhesitatingly  withdraw  my  support.  1 
shall  staunchly  support  the  present  Go- 
vernment ;  I  have  always  been  a  party  man. 
because  I  realize  that  if  the  advantages  of 
the  two-party  system  are  worth  anything 
each  party  must  be  to  a  certain  extent  loyal 
to  itself.  I  recognise  that  whilst  I  re- 
ceive an  allowance  of  ;;^6oo  per  year  for 
my  parliamentary  attendance  the  time  oi 
the  Senate  couI(|i|(fte?l3?(4,lS»Mteployed 
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with  the  oondderation  of  public  business 
than  with  a  continuous  outflow  of  words, 
uttered  often  rather  to  waste  time  than  to 
promote  the  general  interests  of  the  counrv. 

Senator  ST.  LEDGER  (Queensland) 
[4.23]. — On  the  question  of  Defence  no 
doubt  the  speech  made  by  Senator  Clemons 
will  command  a  great  deal  of  attention  and 
approbation.  He  very  properly  pointed 
out — I  do  not  know  whether  he  intended  it 
as  a  correction  of  some  Cimments  by  Sena- 
tor Symon — that,  after  all,  the  alarm  which 
spread  throughout  the  Empire,  and  which 
reached  Australia  in  March,  was  not  exag- 
gerated. And  he  quoted  very  aptly  and 
properly  from  a  speech  delivered  by  Sir 
Edward  Grey.  Last  night  Senator  Symon 
took  up  the  position,  that  it  was  a  scare 
which  was  largely  worked  up  for  political 
purposes,  and  to  some  extent  he  directly 
charged  the  Government  with  taking  the 
opportunity  to  offer  a  Dreadnought  for  the 
purpose  of  embarrassing  the  Liberal  Go- 
vernment. I  shall  quote  from  the  speech 
of  Sir  Edward  Grev  two  extracts  which 
will  show  that  he  never  made  any  char;^ 
of  the  kind  against  the  Opposition  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  prove  from  the 
expressions  of  the  Prime  Minister  of  Eng- 
land how  he  did  regard  the  offer  of  the 
Dreadnought.  It  is  quite  true  that,  when 
spenking  to  a  motion  on  the  29th  March, 
Sir  Edward  Grey  to  some  extent  regretted 
that  a  vote  of  censure  hnd  been  mored  at 
that  time.    These  were  his  words — 

1  must  regret  that  the  Leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition should  have  taken  what  he  considers  the 
latest  opportunity  possible,  but  which  we  con- 
siiiff  the  earliest,  of  putting  down  a  motion 
wtiirh  is  a  vole  of  censure  as  repards  the  navy. 
His  only  complaint  against  the  motion  from 
the  O[jposition  is  thcie  clearly  expressed, 
that  he  thought  it  came  too  early.  But 
he  added  thef«  significant  words: — 

I  Rladlv  admit  that  the  honorable  member 
and  his  /riends  opposite  have  on  many  ques- 
tions of  national  policy  shown  the  greatest  re- 
straint, and  have  avoided  making  them  party 
questions.  And,  with  regard  to  foreign  poUcv, 
1  cordially  and  unreservedly  admit  that,  not 
onlv  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition,  but  the 
whole  party  have  done  sO. 

Then  he  went  on   to  say  in  the  same 

Sf-eech — 

To  turn  the  navy  into  a  party  question,  if  it 
be  done  unnecessarily  or  ptcrhaturely,  or  by 
an  exaggerate.!  anticipation  of  alarm,  is  the 
prcatest    jKilitical    crime    any   party    could  be 

giiiity  of. 

He  there  plainlv  ndm-tted,  as  Foreign  Sec- 
r.-iary,  that  his  complaint  was  not  that  the 
Opposition  were  working  up  a  scare,  as 


alleged  by  Soiatw  Symon.  So  that  what 
the  matter  amounts  to  is  that  Senator 
Symim  has  charged  us,  and  has  charged 
the  Opposition  led  by  the  Right  lAxm.  A. 
J.  Balfour  in  the  United  Kingdom,  with 
an  offence  which  Sir  Edward  Grey  studi- 
ously refu.ses  to  indorse.  Mr.  Balfour  re- 
plied to  that  portion  of  the  charge  made 
by  Sir  Edward  Grey  that  he  had,  perhaps, 
brought  the  matter  on  {ffmaturdy.  He 
said — 

He  thought  that  argument  on  such  a  cracial 
question  was  the  most  proper  and  satisfactory 
method  of  dealing  with  a  very  anxious  situa- 
tion. He  bad  been  accused  of  tiaving  brought 
forward  this  motion  on  the  policy  with  regard 
to  Dreadnoughts  in  a  purely  party  spirit.  Oa 
this  particular  question  he  bad  pleaded  witb 
the  Government  not  merely  in  the  three  nights' 
debate  this  session,  but  every  session  since  they 
bad  been  in  puw-er.  If  any  honorable  gentle- 
man would  look  at  the  speech  he  made  in  i<>o6  ' 
when  _  the  Government  announced  their  deter- 
mination to  drop  one  of  the  Dreadnoughts  oa 
which  they  decided,  if  they  would  look  at  the 
other  speeches  made  by  him  on  the  Navy  Es- 
timates in  March,  1907,  and  March,  190S,  they 
would  see  that  he  had  anticipated  all  the  great 
points  they  had  now  got  before  them,  the  ab- 
solute necessity  of  augumenting  the  Beet  of 
the  future  with  Dreadnoughts  and  other  ships 
and  the  great  increase  in  Uie  German  power  of 
output.  Now,  when  the  question  had  reached 
what  he  conceived  to  be,  not  merely  a  critical 
and  a  dangerous  phase,  he  waited  for  three 
days  for  some  help  from  gentlemen  who 
now  had  the  destinies  of  their  country  in  their 
power,  before  be  asked  the  House  to  take  a 
form  of  decision  upon  a  matter  in  which  the 
interests  of  this  country  were  vitally  concerned. 

Senator  Needfiam. — I  desire  to  call  at- 
tention to  the  state  of  the  Senate.  [Quorum 
iormed.'X 

Senator  ST.  LEDGER.— I  regret  that 
Senator  Symon  is  not  present  to  hear 
what  is,  I  contend,  an  absolute  and  com- 
plete refutati(Mi  of  what  he  said  about  the 
Oppositicm  in  Great  Britain  intending  in 
any  way  to  rai.se  a  scare.  Mr.  Balfour 
went  on  to  say — 

Would  any  one  say  that  that  procedure  was 
of  a  party  character'?  He  had  never  on  any 
question  of  this  kind  said  a  single  word  which 
could  cither  weaken  the  hands  of  the  Admiralty 
in  providing  for  what  h^  believed  necessarr 
for  the  safety  of  the  cotmtry,  or  to  weaken  the 
foreign  policy  upon  any  great  or  critical  occa- 
sion. 

Si-naior  Svmon  went  on  to  allege  that  the 
oil  er  of  a  Dreadnought  in  the  condition  of 
parties  in  ICngland  was  intended  to  em- 
barrass the  Prime  Minister,  Mr.  Asquith. 
I  venture  to  say  that,  after  I  have  read 
an  extract  from  Mr.  Asquith 's  own  speech 
in  Glasgow  on  the  17th  April,  the  least 
we  shall  be  able^gi^.^^j^^  @^^j^„ge 
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is  that  it  was  absolutely  and  grossly  in- 
accurate. Mr.  Asquith,  as  Prime  Minister, 
had  received  with  pleasure  the  offer  of  New 
Zealand  and  the  message  from  the  Prime 
Minister  of  the  OxmnOTwealth,  and  he 
used  these  words,  which  I  take  from  the 
weekly  edition  of  the  Times  of  23rd 
April — 

Before  I  leave  the 'matter,  there  is  the  less 
coDtroversial  and  more  pleasant  aspect  of  it 
ithat  is  the  Navy),  which  we  shall  all  be  glad 
to  acknowledge.  I  mean  the  magnificent  offers 
made,  and  if  their  value  could  be  enhanced 
by  the  fine  and  generous  spirit  in  which  these 
offers  have  been  made,  on  the  part  of  our  self- 
governing  Colonies,  Nothing  could  have  been 
more  gracious  and  more  taclful  or  indicate  a 
more  generous  and  patriotic  conception  of  the 
Gommoa  obligation  of  Empire  than  the  attitude 
iif  those  Colonies  in  regard  lo  this  matter.  I 
will  only  venture  speaking  for  myself — I  have 
not  had  the  opportunity  of  consulting  with  my 
colleagues,  and  what  I  am  saying  is  unofficial 
— to  say  that,  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  it 
might  be  possible,  and  if  possible,  eminently 
desirable  that  we  should  bring  together  into 
consultation  or,  at  any  rate,  into  common  con- 
sultation those  great  Colonies  and  the  Mother 
Country,  so  that  we  may,  not  with  regard  to 
this  particular  year  alone,  but  with  regard  to 
the  future  in  general,  concert  in  the  spirit 
which  they  have  so  finely  exhibited,  and  with 
the  common  object  we  ought  to  have  in  view 
to  ascertain  as  to  our  respective  shares  in  this 
great  inteT-det>endent  work  of  the  Naval  De- 
fence  of  «tbe  Empire. 

Where,  now,  is  the  evidence  that  the  Im- 
perial Government  was  embarrassed  by  this 
offer,  or  that  Mr.  Asquith,  as  leader  of 
the  Liberal  party,  was  embarrassed?  He 
welcomed  the  offer  as  a  fine  and  patriotic 
exhibition  of  the  feeling  of  the  Dominions 
in  a  crisis  in  the  Empire's  history.  To 
come  to  a  later  declaration,  I  find  the 
London  correspondent  of  the  Melbourne 
Argus,  writing  on  4th  June,  commenting 
upon  the  positi«i  of  the  Navy,  and  the 
very  difficult  position  confronting  the 
Mother  Country  and  the  Empire.  He 
says — 

Lord  Esber,  although  he  is  looked  upon  by 
the  Little-army  politicians  as  an  alarmist,  is  a 
member  of  the  Committee  of  Imperial  Defence, 
with  access  to  the  best  sources  of  information 
on  all  army  and  navy  questions,  and  is  as  level- 
headed a  man  as  can  be  found  in  the  official 
world.  Whatever  he  says,  therefore,  commands 
attention.  Speaking  in  Scotland  last  Saturday, 
he  said  : — "  I  am  no  alarmist,  but  no  one  can 
look  at  the  recent  trend  of  cvenU  in  Europe 
[apparently  referring  to  German  policy  in 
Morocco  and  the  Balkans],  or  in  the  Near  East, 
and  the  Far  East,  without  becoming  aware  that 
Great  Britain  stands  in  a  more  perilous  posi- 
tion than  at  any  time  during  the  past  hundred 
yeazs."  He  went  on  to  lay  that  our  safety 
was  based  on  the  fleet,  and,  for  the  first  time 


since  1805,  our  supremacy  of  the  sea  had  been 
challenged,  'and  our  fleet  was  becoming  rela- 
tively weaker  than  perfect  safety  required. 
These  were  grave  symptoms,  he  added,  and 
they  ought  to  be  matters  of  anxious  thought 
ti  everybody.  He  declared  that  unless  our 
Government,  whether  Liberal  or  Unionist,  took 
strong  and  immediate  steps  to  assure  the  national 
safety,  the  rising  generation  might  have  to  fight 
for  the  freedom  of  the  country  and  the  free- 
dom of  Europe.  He  considered  that  our  naval 
supremacy  could  only  be  maintained  in  one 
way,  and  that  was  by  laying  down  two  ships 
for  every  one  of  the  next  strongest  power.  Lord 
Ksber  also  declared  himself  in  favour  of  uni- 
versal military  service,  even  if  the  nation  had 
to  resort  to  the  odious  necessity  of  compulsion. 

This  goes  to  show  that  there  was  real  cause 
for  alarm  with  regard  to  the  ship-building 
programme  of  Great  Britain.    Further,  it 
shows  that  the  offer  of  a  gift  frcmi  Aus- 
tralia was  heartily  welcomed  in  Englanti 
It  may  be  that  the  last  word  as  to  the 
form  of  the  offer  to  England  has  not  been 
said.     The  offer  may  not  ultimately  take 
the  concrete  form  of  a  Dreadnought.  There 
is  room  for  a  difference  of  opinion  on  that 
matter.    But  I  take  it  that  the  offer  was 
intended  as  notice  to  any  single  Power  or 
ctxnbination  of  Powers  that  might  attempt 
to   challenge   the    supremacy   of  Great 
Britain,  that  in  that  event  we  should  be 
"into  it,"  to  use  a  common  expression,  to 
the  extent  of  our  last  dollar.    Much  has 
been  said  about  the  merits  of  a  land,  tax. 
A  land  tax  seems  to  be,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Opposition,  a  panacea  for  almost  all 
possible  sodal  evils.    I  shall  not  enter  into 
a  controversy  as  to  its  merits  at  this  stage- 
but  I  should  ni%  to  point  out  a  rathei 
significant  circumstance,  the  land  tax  being 
the  keystone  of  the  financial  policy  of 
the    Opposition.      On    the    asth  No- 
vember   I    gave    notice    of    a    series  of 
questions     bearing     upon     this  subjert. 
It  was  only  about  the  12th  of  December 
that  the  answers  to  these  questions  were 
given  to  me.     They  were  put  during  the 
time   that    the   last   Deakin  Government 
were  in  office,  and  were  answered  when 
the   Fisher   Govenmient   were  in  office. 
I    take    it    that    the    imposition  and 
adjustment  of  a  land  tax  involves  a  very 
important  financial  question,  and  that  a 
good  deal  of  information  of  a  very  accu- 
rate character  ought  to  be  given  to  show 
what  the  tax  should  be.  how  it  would 
operate,  and  how  revenue  and  indirectly 
land  settlement  would  be  promoted  by  it. 
As  indicating  the  character  of  the  infor- 
mation I  received  I  shaU-.read  two  of  the 
questions,    I  adcededtMtjifB^dilSnild  be 
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laid  on  the  table  of  the  Senate  a  return 
showing — 

I.  The  estimated  number  of  persons  in  each 
State  holding  agricultural  areas,  and  the  num- 
ber of  such  areas,  of  over  ;^S)000  (i.)  in  im- 
proved, and  (ii.)  in  unimproved  value,  and 
the  total  aggregate  value  of  the  same.  The 
return  to  show  the  number  of  persons  in  classes 
of  ;^5oo  above  the  value  of  /5,opo. 

a.  The  number  of  persons  and  areas  as  in 
(r)  holding  areas  of  ;^5,ooo  and  less  as  in  (i) 
and  (ii.)  of  (i),  and  the  aggregate  values.  The 
return  to  show  the  number  of  persons  in  classes 
of  jC^SO  in  'he  ;^5,ooo  and  lower  values. 

Senator  Findley. — I  call  attention  to 
the  state  of  the  Senate.  [Quorum  formed^] 

Senator  ST.  LEDGER.— The  two  ques- 
ti<xis  to  which  I  have  referred  asked  for 
what  I  believe  to  be  essential  elenaents  of  in- 
formatiw)  required  liefore  any  Government 
could  tell  how  a  Tand  tax  would  operate. 
The  answers  given  from  New  South  Wales 
to  these  relevant  and  very  imj)ortant  ques- 
tions were  these : — 

(i.)  Department  is  not  in  possession  of  any 
information  concerning  "  improved "  valueS' 

(ii.)  Records  of  Department  as  to  "  unim- 
proved "  values  are  not  up  to  date. 

(iii.)  Only  figures  available  for  compilation 
would  be  those  at  31st  December,  1906,  in  Shire 
Areas,  and  31st  December,  1907,  in  Municipal 
Area. 

(iv.)  Impossible  to  furnish  information  as  to 
"unimproved"  values  within  a  period  of  less 
than  three  months. 

(v.)  Estimated  that  the  cost  of  compiling  such 
a  return  would  be  £3,000, 

(vt.)  Commissioners  unable  to  faicur  or  recom- 
mend such  an  expense. 

Similarly  incomplete  answers  as  to  the 
value  of  land  held  by  individuals  above 
the  value  of  jCStOoo  are  given  in  the  re- 
turn from  Queensland,  £kiuth  Australia, 
Western  Australia,  and  Tasmania.  The 
only  inference  to  be  drawn  from  that  is 
that  at  that  time  the  Government  had  not 
in  their  possession,  or  if  they  had  did  not 
give  it,  informatioii  essential  to  the  initia- 
tion of  a  policy  of  land  taxation.  I  main- 
tain that  until  such  accurate  information 
is  compiled  by  any  Government  that  seeks 
to  establish  a  land  tax  that  Government  will 
be  unable  to  justify  the  submissicm  of  such 
a  proposal  to  Paritam^t  or  the  country, 
let  alone  the  passing  of  it.  Arising  out 
of  the  question  of  a  land  tax  it  has  fr& 
quently  been  asserted  froan  the  other  side 
that  there  is  no  land  available  for  settle- 
ment in  Australia.  That  statement  has 
been  made  ad  nauseam.  Perhaps  it  would 
be  better  that  I  should  direct  the  attention 
of  the  very  few  of  my  honorable  friends 
who  are  at  present  on  the  other 
side  to  another  matter.    Possibly  they 


are  so  few,  because  in  anticipation 
of  what  I  h'ave  to  say  on  this  sub- 
ject they  prefer  to  remain  outside,  and  it 
may  interest  them  to  know  that  I  shall, 
probably,  shortly  have  an  opportunity  of 
giving  this  information  to  a  very  much 
larger  audience.  I  have  here  a  brief 
extract  frcma  a  paper  read  by  Mr.  Elwood 
Mead,  which  appeared  in  the  Argus  of  the 
5th  July.  It  is  so  short  and  sharp,  and 
contains  so  much,  that  it  may  go  absolutely 
without  comment.  Mr.  Elwood  Mead  is,  I 
suppose,  the  foremost  authority  cm  irriga- 
tion, and  the  closer  settlement  of  small 
areas,  perhaps,  in  the  world,  and  probably 
what  he  has  to  say  on  the  matter  will,  to 
uae  an  American  expression,  "  go."  Speak- 
ing with  the  deliberation  and  resp<Hi*sibility 
attaching  to  one  holding  a  most  impcnrtant 
office  in  the  Lands  Department  of  Vic- 
toria, he  says — 

I  have  stated  that  to  develop  the  possibilities 
of  this  district  will  involve  the  settlement  in 
it  of  four  thousand  more  than  it  now  contains, 
excluding  cities  and  towns.  Where  are  they  to 
come  from?  The  other  districts  soon  to  be 
settled  will  need  25,000  more  people.  Where 
are  they  to  be  found?  When  4,500  acres  of 
land  were  offered  for  settlement  in  Cohuoa  it 
was  not  all  taken,  and  there  is  a,ooo  acres  in 
this  district  still  to  be  settled.  When  40  blocks 
were  offered  at  Nyafa  only  30  were  applied  for. 

He  adds  this  very  significant  ^atemeit, 
clearly  with  a  knowledge  of  what  has 
^ery  often  been  said  by  honorable  senatm 

on  this  side — . 

While  I  am  in  favour  of  giving  home  people 
the  first  choice  of  the  blocks,  I  do  not  believe 
that  there  will  be  applicants  for  half  of  them, 
and  I  am  certain  that  the  State  will  have  to 
secure  some  settlers  from  abroad. 

At  the  Department  I  asked  the  price  of 
these  Cohuna  lands,  and  I  was  informed 
that  the  purchase  price  of  the  freehold 
of  these  small  blocks  ranged  from  ^^50 

to  j£6o  per  year  

Senator  Trenwith. — What  was  the 
area? 

Senator  ST.  LEDGER.— I  am  not  quite 
sure  of  the  area.  The  blocks  differed  in 
size,  but  I  think  they  ran  frtan  60  to  120 
acres  each.  The  payment  of  the  purchase 
money  was  extended  over  twenty  or  thirtv 
years  when  the  freehold  passed  into  the 
hands  of  the  settler.  That  is  some  contra- 
diction of  the  statement  made  as  to  the 
utter  inability  of  intending  settlers  to  secure 
land  in  Australia.  Another  statement  fre- 
quently made  by  honorable  senators  on  the 
other  side  is  that  they  are  irreconcilably  ex- 
posed to  the  system  of  berrowinn,  I  do 
not  suppose  that  omj^emA'^Q^i^  with 
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pol  itics  in  Australia  will  say  that 
there  has  not  been  some  borrowing 
which  has  not  been  justifiable,  or  that  some 
of  it  has  not  been  reckless  and  »trava- 
gant.  But  to  argue  that  because  some 
borrowing  has  resulted  unsatisfactorily,  that 
all  borrowing  is  bad^  is  only  about  as  logical 
as  to  argue  that  because  some  idiot  or 
lunatic  has  drowned  himself,  a  man  should 
not  have  a  swim.  As  regards  borrowing, 
I  maintain  that  the  developmental  work 
of  Australia  is  practically  only  now  begin- 
ning, and  as  a  large  portion  of  that  work 
will  fall  to  the  various  Governments,  it  is 
not  right  or  fair  that  the  cost  of  the  work  of 
Government  Departments  engaged  in  open- 
ing up  and  developing  Australia  should  in 
every  case  be  charged  to  current  revenue. 
This  applies  especially  with  respect  to  ex- 
penditure on  refffoductive  works.  If  we  take 
such  large  sums  from  the  current  revenue 
of  a  young  country  like  this,  whose  impera- 
tive necessity  is  immediate  development,  we 
shall  be  starving  developmental  works.  In 
the  case  of  reproductive  works,  the  lives  of 
which  may  be  accurately  measured,  and 
which,  for  sCMne  purposes,  may  be  regarded 
as  permanent,  to  capitalize  the  account  or 
deal  with  it  under  a  system  of  terminable 
annuities,  would  be  fair  not  only  to  the 
development  of  the  country,  but  to  the  tax- 
payers. I  venture  to  say  that  at  the  pre- 
sent juncture,  any  Government  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, or  of  a  State,  that  would  re- 
strict developmental  works  to  expenditure 
from  current  revenue,  would  merely  stop 
the  development  of  the  country,  and  would 
be  visited  very  sharply  by  the  people.  May 
I  ask  honorable  senators  opposite  which  of 
these  two  alternatives  they  would  prefer : 
That  the  Vast  Office  Department  should  be 
cramped  in  its  operaticHis,  and,  as  alleged, 
by  some  critics  of  it,  its  employ&  inces- 
santly sweated ;  or  that  we  should  relieve 
current  revenue  of  the  cost  of  permanent 
postal  works,  and  charge  them  to  a  capital 
account?  I  have  not  the  slightest  hesita- 
tion in  saying  that  from  the  financial  point 
■of  view,  the  latter  is  the  sounder  policy, 
and  that  the  proper  policy  for  Australia  to 
pursue  in  this  connexion  is  that  which  was 
more  than  suggested  bv  the  report  of  a 
Cabinet  Committee  in  May.  last.  Rather 
than  that  the  business  of  the  Post  Office 
Department  should  be  hampered,  this 
system  of  finance  should  be  immediately 
initiated.  I  believe  that  the  ex-Treasurer 
of  the  Commonwealth  is  now  one  of  the 
hopes  of  the  Opposititxi?  We  are  invited 
to  believe  that     has  remained  staunch  and 


true  where  everybody  else  has  been  faith- 
less. I  take  it  that  he  is  a  convert  to  the 
financial  policy  so  frequently  and  so  vigor- 
ously asserted  by  our  friends  opposite,  with 
whom  he  is  now  closely  allied.  But  a  very 
brief  glimpse  at  the  past  political  history 
of  the  Commonwealth  

Senator  Turley. — I  think  we  should 
have  a  quorum  to  listen  to  the  hcxioraUe 

senator.    [Quorum  formed.] 

Senator  ST.  LEDGER.— I  find  that 
the  ex-Treasurer,  '  Sir  William  Lyne, 
was  at  one  time  a  very  strong  bor- 
rower, and  I  wonder  whether  he  has  been 
entirely  converted  from  that  policy  to  the 
policy  which  is  so  strongly  urged  by  the 
party  with  whom  he  is  now  associated. 
The  Lyne  Ministry  were  in  crffice  in  New 
South  Wales  from  14th  September,  1899, 
to  27th  March,  1901.  My  authority  for 
that  statement  is  the  Official  Year  Book  of 
New  SouiJt  Wales  for  1904-5,  page  451. 
From  that  publication  I  learn  that  on  30th 
June,  1899,  the  amount  of  Treasury  bills, 
debentures,  and  stock  authorized  totalled 
.£94.291.527-  Upon  30th  June,  1900,  it 
had  increased  to  ;£ioi, 165,508,  and  on 
30th  June  of  the  following  year  it  had  still 
further  increased  to  ^107,868,893.  In 
other  words,  during  a  period  almost  co- 
terminous with  that  of  the  Lyre  Govern- 
ment the  amount  represented  bv  Treasury 
bills,  d^)entures,  and  stock  had  increased 

j^^3>577>3^^-  It  will  be  seen,  therefore, 
that  up  to  1901  the  ex-Treasurer  was  a 
pretty  fine  exponent  of  borrowing.  The 
loan  indebtedness  during  the  same  period 
shows  similar  expansion.  On  30th  June, 
1899,  the  total  loan  expenditure  of  New 
South  Wales  was  ^^62, 074, 652,  which  re- 
presented j£46  1 8s.  4d.  per  capita,  but 
on  30th  June,  1900,  this  indebtedness  had 
increased  to  ^64,475,595,  which  repre- 
sents ;^47  19s.  5d.  per  capita,  and  on  30th 
June  of  the  following  year  the  amount  had 
still  further  increased  to  ^£67, 263, 715, 
which  is  equivalent  to  ;^49  5s.  lod.  per 
capita.  Thus  during  the  period  in  ques- 
tion the  loan  indebtedness  increased  by 
;^5, 189,063,  or  j£2  7s.  6d.  per  capita. 
I  have  been  constantly  twitted  in  this 
Chamber — of  course,  in  the  utmost  good 
humour — with  taking  a  great  deal  of  inter- 
est in  the  question  of  Socialism.  I  am 
.sorry  that  Senator  Pearce  is  not  present, 
because  he  it  was  who  started  the  chorus 
when  he  unintentionally  charged  me  with 
an  offence  of  which  I  (ta.mrt,  jfuiltv.  I 
take  no  excepH(^'<i^'<  t&iH^y«£e  to  me. 
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because  I  recognise  that  he  did  not  wish 
ro  misrepresent  me,  and,  furthef,  because 
he  put  his  remarks  in  the  most  perfea 
form,  and  in  the  best  of  tonper.  He  de- 
clared that  on  the  occasi<»i  of  a  public  or 
semi-public  meeting  I  had  said  that  I  was 
opposed  to  all  Socialism.  One  could  easily 
tell  by  the  smile  which  accompanied  his 
charge  that  he  thought  I  had  made  rather 
a  stupid  statement.  But  I  can  assure  him 
and  other  honorable  senators  that  in  ad- 
dressing public  meetings  I  am  always  care- 
ful to  point  out  that  I  am  opp(wed  to  that 
Socialism  which  has  for  its  objective  the 
nationalization  of  the  means  of  production, 
distribution,  and  exchange.  I  dare  say 
that  the  reporter  thought  it  was  unneces- 
sary to  say  anything  more  than  that  I  was 
opposed  to  Socialism,  because,  by  general 
consent,  we  all  mean  the  same  thing  when 
we  use  the  term  "Socialism"  in  an  econ- 
omic and  political  sense.  But  I  would 
further  point  out  that  I  used  the  term  as 
it  was  defined  by  a  Socialist  Conference 
which  met  in  Sydney  in  February,  1905, 
for  the  purpose  of  setting  out  its  political 
objective-  When  Senator  Pearce  launched 
his  charge  against  me  I  inquired :  "  Are 
you  not  a  Socialist?"  That  is  a  very  awk- 
ward question  to  ask  my  honorable  friends 
opposite.  Senator  Pearce  could  neither 
evade  my  question  nor  deny  its  accuracy. 
He  knew  the  sense  in  which  I  used  the 
term,  and  he  replied:  "X  am  a  State  So- 
cialist." When,  therefore,  he  charges  me 
with  having  used  the  term  "Socialism"  in 
a  va^ue  sense,  I  am  fairly  entitled  to  ask 
him  to  distinguish  between  the  meaning  that 
is  generally  attached  to  the  term  and  the 
particular  meaning  which  he  attaches  to  the 
term  "  State  Socialist.*'  There  is  one  kind 
of  explanation  which  is  very  freely  given 
by  Socialists  in  Australia.  Some  of  them 
affirm  that  Australian  Socialism  is  not  any- 
thing like  European  Socialism.  On  the 
other  hand,  many  of  them  declare  that  on 
the  social  and  economic  side  ttiere  is  no  dif- 
ference between  Australian  Socialism  and 
Continental  Socialism.  I  believe  that  those 
who  say  this  are  right.  But  lest  there 
should  be  any  doubt  about  the  matter,  I 
wish  to  quote  from  an  Australian  authority, 
which  will  be  regarded  as  almost  unim- 
peachable— I  refer  to  the  Queensland 
Worker — which,  on  page  4  of  its  issue  of 
15th  July,  1905,  says:— 

Senator  TtniLEV. — I  should  like  to  sec 
a  dozen  honorable  senators  present  to  hear 
this.    [Quorum  formed.] 
Senator  St.  Ledger. 


Senator  ST.  LEDGER.— The  Worker 
wrote  : — 

Cardinal  Moran,  ^^ilo  breathes  a  semi-ponti- 
ficial  blessing  on  the  Socialism  of  the  Aus- 
tralian Labour  party,  has  nothin;;  but  bard 
words  for  what  he  terms  Continental  Socialism. 
There  is  really  no  diffenence  between  the  two- 
Oa  the  Continent  the  Socialists  are 
more  or  less  in  conflict  with  the  Church  it  is 
true,  but  that  is  because  on  the  Continent  the 
Church  has  slipped  into  the  arena  as  the  allv 
of  the  rich  man.  Hie  Cliurch  on  the  Contineal 
needs  modernising. 

I  entirely  agree  with  that  portion  of  the 
Worker's  statement,  which  declares  that 
there  is  no  difference  between  the  Socialism 
of  the  Australian  Laboiu:  party  and  Con- 
tinental Socialism.  Those  who  know  the 
history  of  the  Worker  must  recognise  that 
it  is  one  of  the  most  competent  and  fearless 
exponents  of  Socialism  in  the  Commnn- 
wealth.  What  are  the  objectives  of  Ccui- 
tinental  Socialism?  I  propose  to  quote 
them  from  unquestioned  authorities.  Th-.- 
first  authority  I  shall  cite  is  Mr,  Bel  f on 
Bax,  who,  in  an  article  published  in  the 
Twentieth  Century^  entitled  "A  New  Cate- 
chism of  Socialism,"  says: — 

Socialists  are  essentially  thorough  going  Re- 
publicans. Socialism,  which  aims  at  political 
and  economic  equality,  is  radically  inconsistent 
with  any  other  political  form  whatever  than 
that  of  Republicanism.  Monarchy  and  Social- 
ism, or  Empire  and  Socialism,  are  incompatible 
and  inconceivable. 

There  is  another  very  well-known  Euro- 
pean authority  on  the  matter,  Boruttau- 
I  certainly  would  ask  Senator  Pearce  this 
question:  "From  his  point  of  liew  what 
is  the  difference  between  State  Socialism 
and  International  Socialism?"  The  positkn 
of  Boruttau  on  the  matter  of  Intmiational 
Socialism  was  never  for  a  moment  mis- 
understood in  Eurojie.  He  was  the  editor 
of  that  great  newspaper,  the  Voikstaat, 
and  he  also  defined  European  Soci.^lism 
as — 

A  new  view  of  the  world  which  in  the  de- 
partment of  religion  expresses  itself  as  Atheism, 
in  that  of  politics  as  Republicanism,  in  that  of 
economy  as  Communism. 
My  authority  for  the  quotaticHi  is  Pro- 
fessor Woolsey's  Communism  and  Social- 
ism, page  247.  Bebel,  the  well-known 
authority,  gave  another  definition  in  almost 
exactly  the  same  terms,  and  I  believe  in  a 
speech  delivered  in  the  Reichstag  on 
Socialism.  I  have  taken  the  quotation 
fiom  Dawson's  Lasalle  and  German 
Socialism,  page  286 — 

We  aim  in  the  domain  of  politics  at  Repub- 
licanism, in  the  domain  of  economics  at  Social- 
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T  couFd  go  on  multiplying  these  extracts, 
but  I  do  not  want  unduly  to  intrude  upon 
the  time  of  the  Senate.  I  have  only  made 
these  (juotations  because  1  was  challenged 
by  Senator  Pearce,  as  I  said,  in  a  very 
good-temp«ed  way,  to  explain  what  it  was 
that  I  did  say  to  my  audiences  on  the  ques- 
tion of  Socialism,  and  why  I  said  it,  and 
why  I  advise  and  will  continue  to  advise 
the  people  of  Australia  to  resist  that  form 
of  Socialism  which  I  have  already  defined, 
anfl  whose  objects  I  am  now  putting  for- 
ward from  their  own  unquestioned  and 
unquestionable  authorities.  On  that  point 
I  will  conclude  with  an  extract  from  the 
Social  Democrat,  which  is  the  official  organ 
of  the  German  Socialist  party.  The  ex- 
tract I  am  about  to  read  appeared  in  its 
issue  of  25th  May,  1890.  In  defining 
"  Socialism,  its  econohiic  and  other 
aspects  "  it  used  these  words — 

As  a  matter  of  simple  fact,  it  must  be  can- 
didly avowed  that  Christiaaity  ii  the  l^tterest 
foe  of  social  democracy. 

Mr.  President,  I  must  make  some  apology 
for  reading  the  following  words,  because 
they  are  revolting  to  ordinary  Christian 
ears,  but,  as  I  have  been  challenged  to  give 
a  definition  of  some  aspects  of  Socialism, 
I  have  to  repeat  them — 

Jnst  as  so  utterly  a  dimderbeaded  religion 
ai  Christianity  could  only  strike  root  at  all 
3,000  years  ago  in  a  humanity  that  had  com- 

eletely  degenerated,  so  ever  sines  its  efforts 
ave  always  been  directed,  not  as  one  might 
supi>ose  to  rid  the  world  of  misery  and  desti- 
tution, but  rather  to  use  them  for  its  ends  and 
as  a  cloak  for  iu  other  vices  and  enormities. 

It  goes  on  to  say — 

When  God  is  driven  out  of  the  brain  of  man 
the  whole  system  of  privilege  by  the  grace  of 
God  comes  to  the  ground — 

Senator  Givens. — I  call  attention  to  the 
state  of  the  Senate,  sir.  [Quorum  formed,] 

Senator  ST.  LEDGER.— The  extract 
goes  on  to  say  that  practically  they  must 
drive  out  the  idea  of  Cliristianity  and  also 
the  Deity,  before  they  can  realize  their 
«-conomic  theories.  There  is  no  mistake, 
and  no  hedging  about  these  authorities 
as  to  what  are  some  aspects  of 
Socialism.  And  believing  that  Aey  know 
what  they  are  talking  about,  and  are 
thoroughly  in  earnest  in  the  business  which 
ll»t->-  hare  in  front  of  them,  I  think  it  is 
my  bounden  duty  to  warn  the  people  of 
Australia  against  that  kind  of  thing— not 
against  all  Socialism,  because  one  cannot 
nuke  such  a  wide  generalizatio.i  as  that, 
bat  against  this  Sodalism  which  is  so 


frequently  spoken  of,  not  merely  by  Euro- 
pean authorities,  but  bv  authorities  right 
in  our  midst. 

Senator  Givens.— As  this  is  an  im- 
portant matter,  sir,  I  think  that  we  should 
have  a  full  attendance.  [Quorum  formed.] 
Senator  ST.  LEDGER—Before  con- 
cluding that  part  of  the  subject,  I  shall 
quote  something  bearin|r  on  what  might  be 
called  the  moral  aspects  of  Australian 
Socialism,  some  portion  of  its  moral  objec- 
tives, and,  again,  I  will  use  the  same  autho- 
rity. The  Worker  defines  some  of  the 
moral  and  religious  aspects  of  Socialism, 
and  the  quotation  I  am  about  to  read  will 
be  found  in  its  issue  of  ist  April,  1905. 
It  IS  on  the  same  trenchant— one  might  use 
a  harsher  term— lines  put  forward  by  Bel- 
fort  Bax  and  others.  There  is  a  remark- 
able analogy  on  the  economic  side  and  the 
moral  side  between  the  views  put  forward 
by  that  writer,  and  by  the  responsible 
Worker,  which  was  the  pioneer  of  the 
Labour  and  Socialist  party  in  Australia. 
In  answer  to  the  question,  "What  is  the 
religious  basis  of  Socialism,"  the  writer— 
the  editor,  I  suppose — says — 

I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  has  none. 
J*  or  which  may  the  gods  of  all  the  religions  be 
praised.  When  the  Labour  movement  has  to 
turn  to  God  for  help,  it  will  be  God  help  it 
indeed.  Religum  deals  with  the  ■uperna^ial 
and  the  supentitiout. 

I  am  giving  extracts  from  the  article,  but 
these  in  no  sense,  I  think,  do  any  violence 
to  the  general  text.    It  continues — 

Labour  as  labour  knows  nothing  more  super- 
liatural  than  the  growth  of  a  cabbage  or  the 
development  of  an  idea.  Its  credo  is  purely 
materialistic,  concerning  no  world  but  this 
world.  Gods  it  looks  upon  with  suspicion  as 
probable  violators  of  unionism.  The  Labour 
movement  is  founded  upon  solidarity,  and  the 
gods  are  the  great  disintegrators.  Religion 
cannot  live  without  a  deity.  Labour  writes  up 
on  its  door-post — 

.  Wanted,  A  Saviour.— No  Gods  Nked  Apply. 
All  the  churches  are  oflficiallv  opposed  to 
Socialism.  Not  one  of  them  has  'pronounced  in 
its  favour,  from  His  Holiness  of  Rome  to  the 
Rev.  S,  McQueen.  Where  Labour  men  and 
women  of  every  faith  end  want  of  faith  ai. 
scmble  together  the  order  of  the  day  should  be 
No  gods  or  dogs  admitted. 

There  is  a  wonderfully  close  analogy  be- 
tween that  <:^cial  opinion  of  the  Worker  on 
some  of  the  moral  aspects  of  Australian 
Socialism  and  the  opiniOTis  quoted  from 
European  authorities.  Assuming  that  these 
official  organs  understand  what  they  are 
talking  about,  and  mean  what  they  say,  and 
that  behind  or  with  them  there  is  a  power- 
ful political  partx}i3K;blQbyhasaQg}&t  and  ^ 
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clearly  defined  objective,  certainly  from  the 
economic  side,  then  I  think  that  there  is 
absolute  justification  for  those  who  believe 
that  on  that  side  it  might  be  ruinous  to 
Australia  resisting  it.  In  1905  a  Federal 
Labour  Conference  assembled  in  Mel- 
bourne. Any  one  who  is  acquainted  with 
the  history  of  these  objectives  and  these 
Conferences,  will  find,  so  far  as  one  can  get 
i^xirts  of  them,  that  there  is  a  great  deal 
said  about  what  the  objectives  mean,  and 
so  on.  At  this'  particular  meeting  four  dif- 
ferent objectives  were  put  forward,  and  <XJe 
of  them  was  adopted.  Senator  Pearce  was 
one  of  those  who  had  something  to  say 
about  the  objectives^  and,  in  view  of  what 
he  said,  it  becomes  necessary,  I  think,  for 
me  to  state  clearly  what  his  position  there 
was  with  regard  to  them.  Various  other 
well-known  members  of  Parliament,  both 
State  and  Federal,  were  present.  There 
was  a  difference  of  opinion  between  the  re- 
presentatives of  Queensland  and  of  the 
other  States.    Senator  Pearce  said  

Senator  TtntLEY. — I  think  we  should 
have  a  quorum  present.   [Quorum  formed.} 

Senator  ST.  LEDGER.— Senator  Pearce 
objected  to  something  that  the  Queensland 
delegates  had  put  forward,  and  he  made 
use  of  the  following  remarks — 

If  his  Queensland  friends  wished  to  be  ahead 
they  should  withdraw  their  objective  and  accept 
that  of  Melbourne.  It  was  wider  in  its  scope. 
It  asked  them  not  only  to  adopt  State,  but 
International  Socialism.  They  had  something 
from  New  South  Wales  they  could  deal  with. 

The  objective  was  adopted  as  put  forward 
in  the  <^cial  programme.  I  have  fre- 
quently drawn  attention  to  the  fact  thai 
there  is  a  tendency  to  hedge  as  to  the  dis- 
tinction between  the  various  forms  which 
the  Labour  objective  has  assimied.  I  shall 
quote  from  a  leading  article  in  the  Worker, 
which  dealt  with  these  different  proposals. 

Senator  Turley. — Matters  are  getting 
worse,  Mr.  President;  we  really  must  have 
a  quorum  present.     [Quorum  formed.] 

Senator  ST.  LEDGER. — I  was  pointing 
out  that  the  progranmie  was  analyzed  by 
the  authority  that  I  mentioned.  I  quote 
this  because  of  the  rather  curious  comment 
which  the  Worker  made.    It  said — 

The  Queensland  obj_ective  is  more  comprehen- 
sive and  more  exact  in  expression.  It  ts  also, 
we  hold,  more  honest  in  intent.  The  New 
South  Wales  objective  really  does  not  go  as 
far  as  it  seems  to  do,  and  for  that  reason  may 
be  said  to  carry  the  stigma  of  guile. 

The  Worker  went  on  to  say  that,  after  all, 
the  practical  intenti<»i  of  the  objectives  in 
their  various  forms  amounted  to  the  same 
thing.    I  am  glad  to  see  Senator  Pearce 


here  now,  because  it  was  really  the  ob- 
servations made  by  him  which  caused  me 
to  inquire  into  these  c^jectives.  I  beliere 
that  the  present  Government  has  many 
merits  arising  from  its  constituent  parts. 
It  was  recognised  that  there  was  a  danger 
in  the  former  situation.  I  trust  that 
the  Government,  by  its  administratioa, 
will  realize  the  anticipations  of  its  allies. 
If  so,  they  will  receive  fair  and  loyal  sup- 
port under  the  terms  of  the  fusion. 
honwable  friends  who  sit  in  Opposi- 
tUxi  

Senator  Sir  Robuit  Best. — ^Wliere  are 
they? 

Senator  Tubley. — There  are  not  enough 
on  the  Government  side  just  now,  Mr.  Pre- 
sident.    [Quorum  formed.] 

Senator  ST.  LEDGER.— During  the 
progress  of  the  d^te  it  has  been  a  fre- 
quent source  of  ommient  by  the'  members 
of  the  Labour  party  that  their  Govenmaent 
was  unfairly  and  improperly  treated.  On 
the  oxitrary,  however,  I,  from  my  know- 
ledge of  events  that  have  occurred,  am  in- 
clined to  think  that  the  situation  has  been 
anticipated  and  steadily  prepared  for 
by  the  members  of  that  party.  I  may 
be  doing  them  an  injustice,  but 
I  really  believe  that  they  intended  to 
bring  about,  as  far  as  they  could,  the 
events  that  have  occurred.  One  of  the  rea- 
sons for  their  seeking  to  take  <^iice  wis 
this. 

Senator  Tuklby. — I  think  the  hcxiorable 
senator's  party  should  take  more  notice  of 
his  remarks,  and  I  call  attention  to  the 
state  of  the  Senate. 

A  quorum  not  being  present. 

The  President  adjourned  tiie  Senate  at  £.40 
p.m. 

?Pousr  of  KrprrsrntatibrB. 

Thursday,  8  July,  igog. 

Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  2.30  p.m., 
and  read  prayers. 

PERSONAL  EXPLANATIONS. 

Mr.  THOMAS  (Barrier)  [2.31],— I  wish 
to  make  a  personal  explanaticm.  Yester- 
day I  referred  to  certain  ccmduct  of  the 
right  hOTorable  member  for  Swan  in  the 
following  terms.  I  quote  frcwa  the  Han- 
sard report — 

Well  do  X  remember  the  occasion  when  the 
honorable  member  for  Hindmarsh  in  the  contse 
of  the  debate  on  the  AddraTfusKeDbl  Jn  toor. 
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»ttacked  the  right  honorable  geatlemao  who  was 
then  Treasurer  in  the  Deakin  Government,  and 
who,  turning  to  him,  said,  "  Why  do  you  not 
pitch  into  the  Prime  Minister?  He  has  said 
more  unkind  things  about  your  party  than  I 
have."  I  was  sitting  close  to  the  right  honor- 
able member  at  the  time,  and  I  asked}  "What, 
do  you  want  Hutchinson  to  pitch  into  a  sick 
colleague?" 

Sir  John  Fokbest. — I  do  not  remember  the 

incident. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— Then  I  am  glad  that  I 
looked  up  Hansard  to-day. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  Labour  party  have 
always  been  pitching  into  me,  and  have  been 
afraid  to  attack  the  Prime  Minister. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— I  find,  on  turning  to  Han- 
sard, of  5th  July,  1907,  that  the  right  honor- 
able member  for  Swan,  who  was  then  Treasurer 
in  the  Deakin  Goreroment,  said  to  the  honorable 
member  for  Hindmarsh,  **  Why  does  not  the 
honorable  member  turn  his  attention  to  the  Prime 
Minister?" 

Sir  John  Fobbist. — The  Prime  Minister's 
health  had  nut  broken  down  at  that  time.  He 
was  in  the  House  when  the  debate  on  the  Ad- 
dress-in-Reply  was  opened. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— But  not  when  the  honorable 
member  for  Hindmarsh  was  speaking. 

Sir  John  Fobbest. — ^Tbe  honorable  member  is 
wrong,  and  is  trying  to  take  a  mean  advantage 
of  me. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— Not  at  all. 
Sir  John   Forrest. — The  honorable  member 
is;  he  is  absolutely  misrepresenting  me. 
Mr.  THOMAS.— I  know  that  I  am  right. 

I  have  since  had  oppOTtunity  to  refresh  my 
memory  as  to  dates.  The  occurrence  al- 
luded to  above  took  place  on  Friday,  5th 
July,  1907.  and  on  the  following  Tuesday, 
9th  July,  the  honorable  member  for  Hume 
informed  the  House  that  the  Prime  Min- 
ister— to  our  great  regret — was  unable  to 
attend  his  place  in  Parliament,  and  that  he 
would  act  for  him.  The  right  honorable 
member  for  East  Sydney,  who  was  then 
leading  the  Opposition,  followed  that  an- 
nouncement by  saying — 

On  behalf  of  those  honorable  members  sitting 
behind  me  I  desire  to  expreut  our  very  great  sor- 
row at  the  illness  which  has  overtaken  the  Prime 
Minister,  and  our  best  wishes  for  his  speedy  re- 
covery. 

The  Age  newspaper,  in  its  account  of  what 
took  place  in  this  Chamber  on  I-'riday,  5th 
Julv,  the  day  on  which  the  right  honor- 
able member  for  Swan  made  the  interjectiwi 
to  which  I  referred  yesterday,  said— 

In  resuming  the  debate,  Mr.  Frazcr  (Western 
Australia)  [10.40],  ran  amock,  politically  speak- 
ing. He  first  of  all  attacked  the  Prime  Minister 
for  not  addressing  the  House  after  attending 
such  an  important  Conference  as  that  which  was 
recently  held  in  London,  but  discontinued  his  re- 
marks when  informed  that  Mr.  Deakin  had  gone 
home  ill. 

Several  honorable  members  interjeciingt 


Mr.  SPEAKER.—Twice,  I  think,  yes- 
terday, and  on  other  occasions  recently,  I 
have  had  to  draw  the  attention  of  honorable 
members  to  the  rule  that,  while  personal 
explanations  are  being  made,  interruptions 
are  not  permissible.  This  is  due  to  those 
who  are  making  such  explanations,  and  to 
the  dignity  of  the  House.  I  hope  honor- 
able members  will  keep  this  rule  in  mind. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— The  honorable  member 
for  Hindmarsh  did  not  rise  to  speak  on 
Friday,  5th  July,  until  18  minutes,  past  2 
p.m.,  whereas  it  was  at  40  minutes  past  10 
a.m.  that  the  honorable  member  for  Kal- 
goorlie,  then  a  bitter  political  oppcwient  of 
the  Prime  Minister,  refrained  from  attack- 
ing him,  because  informed  that  he  had 
f^one  home  ill,  so  that  it  was  four 
hours  later  when  the  right  hcHiorable 
member  for  Swan,  sitting  where  the 
honorable  member  for  Illawarra  is  now  sit- 
ting, tried  to  egg  the  honorable  member  fen* 
Hindmarsh  on  to  attack  a  sick  colleague. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST  (Swan— Trea- 
surer) [2.37]. — I  am  very  sorry  that  the 
honorable  member  for  Barrier  persists  in 
the  conduct  to  which  I  took  exception  last 
night.  The  matter  may  be  put  into  a  nut- 
shell. Almost  at  the  mcwnent  when  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Kalgoorlie  was  direct- 
ing his  attention  to  me,  on  the  morning 
of  5th  July,  1907,  I  was  summoned 
by  the  Prime  Minister  to  his  room,  and 
remained  there,  I  believe,  during  the  rest 
of  the  time  that  the  honorable  member  was 
speaking.  Had  I  been  present  he  would  no 
doubt  have  devoted  much  more  attention  to 
me.  I  had  a  long  conversaticm  with  the 
Prime  Minister,  and  sc«ne  friendly 
controversy ,  chiefly  in  regard  to  naval 
proposals,  and  then  returned  to  the 
chamber.  Subsequently  I  learnt  that 
the  Prime  Minister  had  gone  home, 
though  I  do  not  remember  exactly  whei> 
that  information  was  conveyed  to  me. 
I  certainly  could  not  have  received  it  when 
I  made  the  interjection  to  which  objectiory 
has  been  taken. 

Mr.  Thomas. — The  honorable  member 
for  Kalgoorlie  seems  to  have  known  of  the 
Prime  Minister's  absence  four  hours  before 
the  right  honorable  member  for  S%ran  in- 
ter jecte  J. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  do  not  know 
how  long  the  honorable  member  for  Kal- 
goorlie was  speaking,  but  I  am  sure  that  he 
occupied  a  considerable  time.  He  had 
been  on  his  feet  for  some  time  when  he 
commenced  criticising  me,  my  conduct  being 
then  a  favorite  topic  with  Iiim.  I  was  sum- 
moned by  the  Pgipge^l^^c^g  room,. 
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and  had  not  the  pleasure  of  knowing  the 
tenor  of  his  subsequent  remarks  until  I 
raid  them  in  Hansard.  The  haiorable 
member  for  Barrier  should  accept  my  state- 
ment, and  not  persist  in  attributing  to  nx 
conduct  so  mean  and  contemptible  that  it 
would  be  considered  improper  and  insult- 
ing if  applied  to  a  dog. 

Mr.  FRAZER. — I  desire  to  make  a  per- 
sonal explanation.  Since  mv  name  has 
been  imported  into  a  certain  debate,  as  well 
as  into  certain  explanations  made  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Barrier  and  the  Trea- 
surer, I  propose  now  to  state  what  appear 
to  me  to  be  the  actual  facts.  It  is  shown 
by  Hansard  that  on  5th  July,  1907,  I  rose 
at  10.40  a.m.  to  speak  on  the  Address-in- 
Reply.  I  had  not  been  speaking  for  more 
than  a  couple  of  minutes  when  I  addressed 
some  remarks  to  the  Prime  Minister,  who 
had  just  returned  from  London,  and  the 
honorable  member  for  Parramatta  then  in- 
terjected, "  He  sent  me  word  yesterday 
that  he  was  unwell."  In  other  words,  the 
present  Minister  of  Defence  said  that  the 
Prime  Minister  had  sent  him  word  on  4th 
July  that  he  was  unwell.  I  then  stated 
that  I  would  say  nothing  further  about  him, 
and  concluded  my  speech  at  11.32  a.m. 
The  honorable  member  for  Hindmarsh 
commenced  his  speech  at  2.18  p.m.  The 
honorable  member  ;  id  been  speaking  for 
some  time  when  the  i>."*sent  Treasurer  in- 
terjected, "  Whv  does  ni-^  the  honorable 
member  turn  his  attention  to  the  Prime 
Minister?"  I  think  that  it  cannot  be  denied 
that  it  was  generally  recognised  by  the 
House  that  the  Prime  Minister  at  the  time 
was  ill. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.—Order  !  The  honor- 
able member  is  not  now  making  a  personal 
explanation,  but  is  simply  seeking  to  ad- 
duce evidence  in  favour  of  a  statement 
made  by  another  honorable  member.  It  is 
not  permissible  to  do  that  rnder  cover  of 
a  personal  explanation. 

Mr.  FRA/.ER.—I  bo.v,  sir.  to  vour 
nilinp;,  but  since  mv  naMC  has  been  men- 
tioned in  connexion  with  this  matter,  I  think 
vou  will  reco;4nise  that  I  am  perfectly  justi- 
fied in  expressing  my  view  as  to  the  facts. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  mem- 
l)er  is  not  in  order,  under  cover  of  a  per- 
sonal explanation,  in  expressing  his  opinion 
of  nnv  particular  fact.  He  is  cmly  in  order 
in  making  clear  any  matter  concerning 
which  he  considers  that  he  has  be«i  mis- 
understood or  misrepresented. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— I  have  nothing  more  to 
say. 


Mr.  ATKINSON.— In  the  Age  of  to- 
day,  under  the  heading  of  "  Federal  VoAi- 
tics,"  there  appears  the  f<^lowing: — 

Mi.  Palmer's  speech  on  Tuesday  and  Mr. 
Atkinson's  yesterday  showed  that  their  political 
education  has  not  yet  advanced  to  the  under- 
standing  of  a  Liberal  policy.  No  Government 
would  be  bold  enough  or  foolish  enough  to 
father  their  sentiments.  Mr.  Palmer  virtually 
advocated  a  sycophantish  demeanor  towards  the 
States ;  Mr.  Atkinson,  the  Tasmantan  Mintster* 
iaiist,  who  spoke  yesterday,  had  thoughts  of 
Australian  self  abasement  in  another  quarter. 
His  remarks  were  replete  with  such  patriotic  re- 
marks as  "  a  mere  Australian  navy,"  "  what 
chance  would  an  Australian  navy  have  of  pro- 
tecting the  great  trade  routes?"  "How  is  the 
Australian  navy,  &c.  ?"  Mr.  Atkinson  would 
find  protection  for  bis  country  in  an  increased 
subsidy  to  the  British  Navy  and  in  sendiDg  Aoi- 
tralians  to  man — not  Australian,  but  British, 
ships.  With  him  an  Australian  national  ideal 
does  not  exist.  The  powerful  young  Commoa- 
wealth  must  humbly  and  tremblingly  hide  be- 
hind the  Motherland's  capacious  petticoats. 

These  are  comments  by  some  writer  on  yes- 
terday's proceedings  in  the  House;  and,  in 
my  opinion,  he  cannot  have  heard  what  I 
said  or  he  would  not  place  such  a  construc- 
tion on  my  remarks. 

Mr.  Palmer.  —  They  are  vindictive 
enough  for  anything' I 

Mr.  ATKINSON.— I  am  not  here  to 
charge  the  journal  with  any  feeling  of  that 
sort  towards  me,  but  merelv  say  that  the 
writer  cannot  have  heard  what  I  said.  The 
effect  of  what  I  did  say  was  that  Australia 
should  have  effective  defence  both  land  and 
coastal ;  and  my  remarks  with  reference  to 
an  Imperial  navy,  as  opposed  to  an  Aus- 
tralian navy — that  is,  an  Australian  navy 
of  battleships  and  first-class  vessels  of  that 
sort — were  intended  to  convey  the  idea  of 
all  the  Empire  coming  together  to  provide 
one  navy  for  deep  sea  purposes  only.  I 
never  suggested  anything  so  contemptuous 
as  a  "mere  Australian  navy";  if  I  did 
use  the  phrase,  it  was  not  used  in  the  sense 
implied,  but  in  contradistinction  to  an 
Imperial  navy.  I  never  said  anything  to 
justify  the  words — 

Mr.  Atkinson  would  find  protection  for  his 
country  in  an  increased  subsidy  to  the  Britid 
Niivy  and  in  sending  Australians  to  man — not 

Australian,  but  British,  ships. 

The  ships  I  had  in  view  were  not  British 
ships  merely,  but  also  Australian  ships- 
ships  beln.nging  to  the  whole  Empire,  in 
the  manning  of  which  the  whole  Empire 
would  have  a  right  to  share.  T  am  quite 
sure  that  the  journal  in  questim  will  do 
me  the  justice  to  J.ublU^y^^^rioo. 


< 
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PRINTING  COMMITTEE. 

Report  (No.  i)  presented  by  Mr.  Henry 
Willis,  and  read  by  the  Clerk. 

Motion  (by  Mr.  Henry  Willis)  pro- 
posed— 

That  the  report  be  adopted. 
Mr.  BAMFORD  (Herbert)  [2.^2\~-l 
notice  that  no  mention  is  made  in  the  report 
of  a  petition  which  I  presented  from 
58,000  electors  of  the  Commonwealth. 
Even  if  their  wishes  are  not  to  be  complied 
with,  at  any  rate  we  mijght  attend  them  the 
courtesy  of  printing  their  petition. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  shall  see  that  the 
report  of  the  Committee  is  looked  through 
carefully,  and  if  there  has  been  an  Mni.ssion 
I  shall  make  a  statement  to  the  House  later 

(HI. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS  (Robertson) 
[2.43]. — The  matter  referred  to  by  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Herbert  has  lieen  dealt 
with.  The  ded^(xi  arrived  at  by  the  Com- 
mittee was  not  to  print  the  petition. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— A  number  of  papers 
were  submitted  to  the  Committee,  in  addi- 
tion to  those  to  which  reference  is  made  in 
the  report.  In  all  cases  other  than  those 
mentioned,  the  decision  of  the  Ccanmittee 
was  that  no  recommendation  be  made. 
That  method  has  been  adopted  so  as  not 
to  debar  any  honorable  member  from 
moving  later  on,  if  he  desires  to  do  so, 
that  a  particular  document  be  printed.  The 
honorable  member  for  Herbert  will  be  able 
to  take  that  step  later  If  he  wishes. 

Mr.  Mcdonald  (Kennedy)  [2.44]-— 
In  a  matter  of  this  kind,  whether  we  ap- 
prove of  the  purport  of  the  petiti<Hi  or  not, 
more  consideration  should  be  given  by  the 
Printing  CcKnmittee.  This  petition  was 
signed  by  58,000  electors  

Mr.  Crouch. — On  a  point  of  order,  I 
submit  that,  as  the  honorable  member  for 
Robertson  has  spoken  in  reply,  the  debate 
is  closed. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  was  not  aware  that 
the  honorable  member  for  Robertson  had 
replied. 

Mr.  Crouch. — He  did  reply. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— In  that  case  the  dis- 
cussion must  cease. 

Mr.  Fisher. — I  submit  that  the  honor- 
able member  for  Robertscm  rose  simply  to 
make  an  explanation. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis. — It  was  with  that 
object. 

Mr.  Fisher. — The  only  condition  upon 
which  I  should  have  allowed  the  honorable 
mnnber  to  go  on  was  that  he  should  make 


an  aq)lanation,  and  not  a  speech  closing 
the  discussion.  I  believe  the  honorable  mem- 
ber's intentiwi  was  simply  to  make  an  ex- 
planation. I  submit  that  it  is  a  gross  viola- 
tion of  the  privileges  of  the  House  if  an 
explanation  is  to  be  allowed,  and  then  taken 
as  a  speech  in  reply. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — I  have  no  discretion 
in  the  matter.  Honorable  members  are 
allowed  in  certain-  cases  to  speak  but  once 
in  moving  a  motion,  and  in  certain  other 
cases  they  are  allowed  to  speak  twice,  once 
in  moving  the  motion  and  once  in  reply. 
There  is,  however,  no  provision  in  the 
Standing  Orders  allowing  honorable  mem- 
bers to  speak  after  the  speech  which  closes 
the  debate. 

Mr.  McDonald. — May  I  make  an  expla- 
nation P 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  shall  put  the  ques- 
tion first,  and  then  the  honorable  member 
may  do  so. 

Mr.  McDonald. — It  will  not  be  worth 
while  then. 

Question  put.    The  House  divided. 

Ay«   32 

Noes     ...  ...  ...  27 


Majcwity 


Archer.  E.  W. 
Atkinson,  L. 
Bowden,  E.  K. 
Cook,  Joseph 
Coon,  J. 
Dcakin,  A. 
Edwards,  R. 
Ewing,  Sir  Thomas 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Fowler,  J.  M. 
Fuller,,  G.  W. 
Fysh,  Sir  Philip 
Glynn,  P.  McM. 
Groom,  L.  E. 
Harper,  R. 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
Irvine,  Hans 

Bam  ford,  F.  W. 
Batchelor,  E.  L. 
Brown,  Thomas 
Carr,  E.  S. 
Catts,  J.  H. 
Chanter,  J.  M. 
Fisher,  A. 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Frazer,  C.  £. 
Hnll,  D.  R. 
Hughes,  W.  M. 
Hutchison,  J. 
Lvne,  Sir  William 
M.-tloney,  W.  R.  N. 


Ayes. 


Johnson,  W.  £. 
M  auger,  S. 
McWilliams,  \V.  J. 
Palmer,  A.  C. 
Quick,  Sir  John 
Keid,  G.  H. 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Sampson,  S. 
Sinclair,  H. 
Thomson,  Dugald 
Thomson,  John 
Wilks,  W.  H. 
Willis,  Henry 

Tellers: 
Cook,  Hume 
Crouch,  R.  A. 

Noes. 

Mathews,  J. 
McDonald,  C. 
McDougall,  J.  K. 
O'Malley,  King 
Page,  J. 
Povnton,  A. 
StoVrer,  D. 
Thomas,  J, 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Webster,  W. 
Wise,  G.  H. 

Tellffs: 
Spence,  W.  C. 
Watkins,  U. 


Question  so  resoJyg^CSot^Jffirmative. 
Report  adopted.  ^ 
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POSTAL   NOTES— BANKING 
CHARGE. 

Mr.  O'MALLEY.— I  desire  to  ask  the 
Postmaster-General  a  questicHi  without 
notice.  According  to  the  Argus  of  this 
morning,  the  private  banking  oorporati(Xis 
have  decided  to  tax  postal  notes  to  the  ex- 
tent of  ;^i5,ooo  or  ;^20,ooo  per  annum. 
Postal  notes  are  the  poor  man's  currency, 
and  the  proposal  of  the  banks,  if  carried 
into  effect,  will  destroy  the  utility  of  them 
as  a  medium  of  exchange.  In  view  of  the 
fact  that  this  would  deplete  <x  decrease 
Commonwealth  revenue,  and  the  further 
fact  that  postal  notes  are  t^sed  on  metallic 
redemption,  will  the  Postmaster- General 
ask  the  Government  to  make  them  a  legal 
tender  for  the  payment  of  all  debts  and 
claims  throu^out  the  Commonwealth? 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— This  is  a  matter 
of  great  importance,  and  I  ask  the  honor- 
able member  to  give  notice  of  the  questi(»i. 

CORRECTION  OF  HANSARD 
PROOFS. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— I  should  like  to  ad- 
dress a  question  to  you,  Mr.  Speaker.  In 
the  Hansard  number  issued  to-day  there  is 
published  what  purports  to  be  an  accurate 
report  of  a  personal  explanation  made  by 
a  member  of  this  House.  My  own  impres- 
sion is  that  the  report  Is  not  strictly  in  ac- 
cordance with  that  member's  stat«nents; 
and  I  desire  to  know  from  you  whether  it 
is  possible  for  me  to  have  an  oppiwlunity 
to  see  the  original  proof  as  it  emerged  from 
the  Hansard  staff. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— II  shall  have  in  my 
hands  in  a  moment  or  two  the  red  slip 
which  is  always  attached  to  proofs,  and 
which  sets  out  what  amendments  may  be 
made  by  members  and  what  may  not.  I 
have  no  doubt  that  the  Hansard  staff  have 
followed  the  usual  course  in  this  case,  and 
have  permitted  <mly  such  emendations  by 
the  honorable  m«nber  concerned  as  do  not 
alter  the  force  or  effect  of  the  remarks  ut- 
tered.    The  red  slip  is  as  follows  : — 

Honorable  members  are  respectfully  requested 
to  note  that  emendations  which  alter  the  sense 
of  words  used  in  debate  or  introduce  new  mat- 
ter nre  not  admissible. 

If  anything  of  the  kind  suggested  has  been 
done  it  must  have  esrnijcd  the  notice  of  the 
staff,  because  it  is  quite  irregular.  As  to 
the  second  question,  whether  the  honorable 
member  for  Kalgoorlie  may  see  a  proof  of 
another  honorable  member's  speech,  I  point 
out  that  it  is  not  the  custom  to  allow  an 
hmorable  member  to  see  any  proofs  other 


than  his  own.  It  will  be  seen  that,  if  the 
general  rule  were  conceded  that  an  honor- 
able member  might  see  the  proofs  of  other 
honorable  members'  speeches  as  a  right,  an 
undesirable  state  of  things  might  arise.  I 
have  no  doubt,  however,  that  in  stHne  way 
or  other  I  can  arrange  to  meet  the  honor- 
able member's  wishes  if  he  can  show  suffi- 
cient reason  for  niy  so  doing. 

Mr.  Frazer. — Am  I  to,  understand  that 
it  is  not  my  right  to  get  possession  of,  or 
have  an  opportunity  to  peruse,  the  original 
proof  of  the  honorable  member's  speech? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  must  rule  that  under 
what  has  been  our  past  practice  there  is  no 
such  right.  An  honorable  member  has  no 
right  to  see  the  proof  of  a  speech  miule  by 
another  honorable  member.  If  the  honor- 
able member  can  show  suflkient  reascHi  for 
a  departure  from  the  ordinary  practice,  it 
is  possible  that  his  wishes  may  be  met.  If 
the  honorable  member  will  see  me  later,  I 
will  learn  what  the  necessities  are. 

FOSTER  RIFLE  RANGE. 

Mr.  WISE.— I  wish  to  ask  the  Minister 
of  Defence  a  questipn  without  notice.  I 
am  well  aware  that  it  is  not  usual  for  Min- 
isters to  answer  questions  whilst  a  motiwi 
of  no  confidence  is  pending,  but  since  that 
which  I  desire  to  put  does  not  involve  anv 
matter  of  policy,  the  honorable  gentleman 
mav  possibly  reply.  An  extract  from  a 
letter  that  I  have  received  will  serve  to  ex- 
plain the  matter  to  which  I  desire  to  direct 
attention.  My  correspondent,  writing  in 
regard  to  the  Foster  Rifle  Club's  range, 
savs — 

On  completion  of  the  n^w  rifle  range  it  was 
passed  and  approved  by  the  authorities.  After 
a  few  weeks  use  the  range  was  condemned,  ow- 
ing to  complaints  lodged  by  the  Railway  De- 
partment. After  a  further  delay  of  aboiit  nine 
months  the  range  was  again  inspected  by  the 
Railway  Department  and  military  officials,  and 
certain  improvements  suggested  to  make  the 
range  safe,  which  were  carried  out  by  this  club 
immediately.  On  completion  of  same.  Lieu- 
tenant Robson  was  sent  to  inspect  the  works, 
and  expressed  himself  as  satisfied,  and  stated 
that  his  report  would  be  sent  in  next  morning. 

This  inspection  took  place  on  and  June,  igog. 
We  hurried  on  with  the  improvements,  in  order 
to  get  in  our  musketrv  before  the  specified  time, 
to  make  ourselves  efficient. 

Having  heard  nothing  further  from  the  De- 
pnrlmcnt.  our  captain  applied  for  an  extensien 
of  time  in  which  to  complete  musketry. 

In  an  unsigned  letter  from  the  Department, 
I>eiring  date  ist  July,  1909,  the  followine 
replv  was  made — 

With  reference  to  your  eoflffiiuiMtioL:>of  Ae 
28th  nit.,  ttqutttin^  m^^hsiS^Q^^  BBtil 
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Ihe  17th  August,  for  the  completion  of  the 
musketry  course,  I  am  directed  to  point  out  that 
no  authority  has  been  given  by  this  ofBce  for 
the  opening  of  your'  rifle  range  for  rifle  prac- 
tice. 

The  Department  of  the  Staff  Officer  for  Works 
has  been  requested  to  expedite  the  report  of  the 
olHcer  who  inspected  the  range. 

It  is  regretted  that,  under  no  circumstances, 
can  approval  be  given  for  extension  of  time  be- 
yond the  30th  June  to  fire  the  musketry  course. 

Will  the  Minister  of  Defence  be  good 
enough  to  inquire  into  the  whole  matter, 
with  a  view  to  having  the  range  pa.ssed,  and 
to  ascertain  whether  it  is  not  possible  in  the 
circumstances  to  allow  the  club  an  exten- 
sion of  time  to  cMnplete  its  musketry 
course? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Yes. 

MOTION  OF  WANT  OF 
CONFIDENCE. 

Debate  resumed  from  7th  July  (vide 
page  955),  on  motion  by  Mr.  Fisher — 

That  the  Government  does  not  possess  the  con- 
fidence of  this  House, 

Mr.  WILKS  (Dalley)  [3.7]— Last  even- 
ing, I  had  a  fifteen-minutes'  sprint  on  this 
question,  and  endeavoured  then  to  reply  to 
statements  made  by  the  ex- Postmaster- 
General,  the  honorable  member  for  Barrier. 
There  still  remain,  however,  one  or  two  ob- 
servations made  by  the  honorable  member 
to  which  I  desire  to  allude.  I  have  listened 
very  carefully  to  the  speeches  made  during 
this  debate  by  the  members  of  the  Opposi- 
tion. Day  after  day,  and  night  after 
night,  they  have  presented  their  case,  and, 
in  doing  so,  have  made  numerous  quota- 
ticHis  from  Hansard  and  various  news- 
papers. I  certainly  must  say  that  the 
quotatims  fran  Hansard  sounded  very 
well,  and  that  I  was  astonished  to  learn 
that  the  honorable  members  from  whose  ad- 
dresses these  quotations  were  made  could 
make  such  good  speeches.  I  have  certainly 
never  heard  them.  This,  howe/er,  is  only 
another  testimony  to  the  fact  that  we  have 
a  splendid  Hansard  staff.  Fine  feathers 
make  fine  birds,  and  fine  reporters  make 
fine  speeches.  I  admit  that  I  occasionally 
read  the  Hansard  proofs  of  mv  own 
speeches,  but  I  ne\'er  correct  them.  The 
reports  are  turned  out  so  well  that  to  at- 
tempt to  alter  them  would  be  to  spoil  the 
literary  efforts  of  the  staff.  We  have  been 
told  bv  the  honorable  member  for  ^fel- 
boume  Ports  th^t  the  obiect  of  the  Oppo- 
sition in  quoting  from  Hansard  is  to  pro- 
duce material,  not  for  the  home  market, 
but  f<»  consumption  by  their  electors.  You, 


Mr.  Speaker,  are  a  busy  man,  but  if  you 
had  time  to  traverse  the  corridors  of  this 
building,  you  would  find  that  the  making 
of  speeches  intended  for  transmission  to  the 
electors  is  a  growing  industry  which  does 
not  require  any  protection.  I  do  not  know 
whether  the  Opposition  think  that  their 
constituents  will  read  them.  If  the  electors 
do  read  them,  they  will  certainly  say  that 
those  who  made  them  have  improved  a 
good  ,  deal  since  they  last  heard  them  on  the 
public  platform.  "The  Melbourne  .  air," 
they  will  say,  "  must  have  agreed  with 
them,  and  must  have  tended  to  improve 
their  oratorical  powers."  It  is  because  of 
the  frank  admissicm  made  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Melbourne  Ports  that  I  shall 
endeavour  to  reply  to  some  statements  made 
by  the  Opposition.  They  say  that  they  are 
going  to  distribute  the  reports  of  their 
speeches  in  the  electorates  in  order  to  show 
the  people  the  class  of  men  who  are  sup- 
porting the  Government  of  the  day.  It  is 
necessary,  therefore,  to  traverse  their  argu- 
ments, but,  in  doin^  so,  I  do  not  intend  to 
rely  upon  newspaper  quotations,  since  I 
have  no  desire  to  make  an  explanation  later 
on.  Personal  explanations  are  j  ust  as 
well  left  alone.  I  find  that  it  takes 
me  all  my  time  to  explain  my  positicm 
in  the  whirligig  of  Federal  politics. 
The  only  member  of  the  House  who  is  at 
all  happy  in  his  position  is  yourself,  Mr. 
Speaker,  IxH^ause  you  are  not  committed 
to  any  political  party.  The  changes  in 
the  constitution  of  this  Parliame,nt  hnve 
lieen  so  many  that  it  will  be  difficult  for 
any  honorable  member  to  make  his  position 
clear  to  his  electors.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Barrier  finely  appealed  to  us  yes- 
terday to  be  true  to  the  principles  to  which 
we  pledged  ourselves  on  the  platform.  No 
one  would  have  an  honorable  member  he 
anything  else.  He  says  that  he  likes 
men  to  cnrrv  out  thpir  promisi-s  to  their 
electors.  So  do  T.  But  the  fewer  the 
promises,  the  better  the  chance  of  fulfilling 
them.  I  have  lived  up  to  all  my  promises  ; 
but  I  am  very  chary  about  making  any. 
The  honorable'  member  for  Barrier  spoke 
as  though  the  Labour  party  alone  has  -it 
heart  the  interests,  and  represents  the 
opinitxis,  of  the  lowly  and  distressed,  and 
those  on  this  side  stand  for  the  rich  and 
well  housed.  I  took  objection  to  that 
suggestion.  Tlie  mere  fact  that  a  man 
is  poor  does  not  make  him  a  Radical  or 
a  Liberal  in  iiolitic5 ;  nor  does  the  fact 
that  a  man  is  corafortabh  off  prevent  hint 
from  holding  ii^^nj?i§ip^G^®§K"an  is 
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not  necessarily  a  Conservative.  The 
Labcmr  party,  indeed,  appeals  less  to  rea- 
son, and  more  to  piejudice  and  passicai. 
Its  methods  are  rather  those  which  have 
prevailed  at  times  of  political  disturbance 
in  France.  We  all  know  of  the  historical 
rise  of  the  stable  boy  who  became  King. 
His  postillion's  whip  was  always  alongside 
the  sceptre,  so  that  he  might  not  forget  the 
teachings  of  his  early  days.  It  is  not  the 
views  to  which  he  gives  utterance^  bat  the 
principles  in  which  he  believes,  and  on 
which  he  acts,  that  make  a  man  a  Democrat 
or  a  Conservative.  Political  principles 
are  not  to  be  used  merely  for  outside  show. 
Liberal  ideas  and  advanced  progressive 
thought  are  not  so  much  haberdashery  or 
tailor's  work,  to  be  worn  like  garments. 
The  man  who  mouths  a  Democratic  policy 
for  the  sake  of  personal  advancement  is 
not  truly  a  Democrat.  I  hold  Radical 
views  from  ccmvictioi),  association,  and  in- 
stinct. But  one  need  not  part  with  bis  in- 
dividuality because  he  is  a  politidan.  It 
seems  to  me  that  the  great  charm  in  life  is 
to  have  a  strong  personality.  To  be  cast 
in  a  common  mould  and  directed  by  exterior 
forces  is  a  fate  which  has  no  attraction  for 
me.  Members  on  this  side  have  been  quite 
as  true  to  their  hustings'  pledges  as  have 
the  members  of  the  Labour  party.  There 
are  Radicals  amongst  us  as  there  are  in  the 
I,abour  party.  But  we,  on  this  side,  have 
not  been  called  upon  to  surrender  our  in- 
dividuality and  personal  liberty.  The 
members  of  the  Labour  party,  on  the  con- 
tmry,  glory  in  being  delegates.  The  Poli- 
tical Labour  Leagues  determine  the  policy 
of  "the  party,  and  those  returned  tn  this 
House  are  sent,  not  as  representatives  of 
tlie  people,  but  as  the  party's  delegates. 
When  I  sought  election,  I  put  certain  views 
liefore  my  constituents,  and  asked  to  be  re- 
turned as  their  representative,  not  as  their 
delegate.  If  I  betray  their  confidence, 
they  will  Ihj  able  to  show  their  disapproval 
at  the  next  election.  To  substitute,  dele- 
t^ates  for  representatives  in  this  Parlia- 
ment would  increase  the  difficulties  and 
troubles  which  have  marked  our  Federal 
history,  C-specially  during  this  Parliament. 
At  the  present  time,  the  Labour  party  is 
.nvailinp;  itself  of  the  usu.tI  parliamentary 
machinerv  to  pet  into  power  again.  But 
iH'fore  it  cnn  take  charge  of  public  affair^, 
it  must  receive  the  fuller  support  of  the 
electors.  The  Ministerial  party  has  framed 
a  programme  for  the  advancement  of  the 
T>eopIe's  interests,  and  should  the  details  of 
that  programme  justify  it,  it  will  desenre 
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well  of  the  constituencies.  The  fusion  is  an 
experiment.  I  am  watching  it  as  carefully 
as  is  any  member  of  the  House,  not  ex- 
cepting the  Labour  members.  It  is  ccmi- 
posed  of  men  who,  not  long  siiw:e,  were 
politically  as  far  as  the  poles  asunder.  The 
Labour  party  asks  us  to  affirm  that  we  have 
no  confidence  in  the  Goverrmient.  When, 
a  few  weeks  ago,  I  was  invited  to 
consider  proposals  for  a  fusicHi,  -which 
I    admit  merely     an  agreement 

among  politicians,  upon  which  the  electees 
have  not  spoken,  I  fell  in  with  the  arrange- 
ment tentatively.  To  be  successful,  it 
must  be  supported  iby  the  men  and  women 
outside  Parliament.  If  the  Government 
programme  is  not  acceptable  to  them,  and 
does  not  receive  their  support,  the  fu^cm 
will  prove  abortive.  Labour  members  claim 
that  they  personify  puritv  of  Govemmait, 
and  I  w<nild  therefore  refresh  their  memo- 
ries as  to  scone  of  the  o<x:urrences  of  last 
session.  The  right  honorable  member  for 
East  Sydney  then  moved  a  motion  censur- 
ing the  Government  of  the  dav  for  the  un- 
satisfactory state  of  the  Commtxiwealth 
finance. 

Mr.  -Hutchison. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber is  now  supporting  members  of  that 
Government. 

Mr.  WILKS.— I  shall  deal  with  the 
matter  fully,  but  in  my  own  way.  The 
charge  of  the  right  htmorable  member  was 
a  serious  one,  and  I,  believing  it  to  be  true, 
voted  with  him.  Labour  members,  how- 
ever, voted  against  the  motion.  But  sub- 
sequent events  proved  that,  although  they 
\oted  against  the  motion,  they  believed  in 
tlieir  hearts  that  the  financial  oroposats  of 
the  Deakin  Government  were  altogether  un- 
satisfactory. Was  their  action  in  voting 
against  the  motion  evidence  of  political 
singleness  of  purpose?  The  Fisher  Govern- 
ment, when  it  came  into  power,  had  to  ad- 
mit that  the  finances  were  in  an  unhealthy 
condition,  there  not  being  enough  monev  in 
the  Treasury  to  carry  out  the  legislation 
which  had  been  agreed  to  by  Parliament. 
When  the  Deakin  Government  was  de- 
feated. I  told  the  outgoing  Treasurer,  the 
honorable  memljer  for  Hume,  that  he  was 
a  lucky  person,  who  knew  the  time  to  dis- 
appear, inasmuch  as  he  was  leaving  an 
empty  Treasury  to  his  successors.  To  no 
matter  does  it  behove  the  representatives  of 
the  people  to  give  closer  attention  than  to 
the  state  of  the  finances,  b^use  it  is  only 
when  the  financial  positi<»i  is  sound  that 
legislation  can  be  properly  carried  oat. 
Labour  members,  notwithsttmdlns^thait  they 
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voted  against  the  motion  of  the  right  honor- 
able member  for  East  Svdney,  now  admit 
that  they  knew  at  the  time  that  the  state 
of  the  finances  was  unsound.  Yet  they 
claim  in  their  speeches  and  pamphlets  to  be 
the  Puritans  of  our  public  life.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  they  are  as  open'  to  attack 
as  are  the  members  of  any  other  political 
party.  I  voted  for  the  fusion  on  the 
sti^gth  of  a  statement  written  apparently 
with  Liberal  ink.  But  I  am  not  such  a 
child  in  political  affairs  that  I  shall  give 
this  Government  my  unreserved  suppat 
luitil  I  know  exactly  what  measures  are  to 
be  introduced.  I  have  sufficient  confidence 
in  the  wisdom  of  the  present  arrangement 
to  vote  against  the  motion  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Wide  Bay  ;  but  I  shall  not  pro- 
mise the  Ministry  full  support  until  its 
Bills  have  been  presented  to  Parliament. 
Members  may  not  care  a  "continental" 
about  my  opinions,  but  that  is  my  position. 
I  regret  that  the  fiscal  issue  has  been  allowed 
to  divide  the  Radicals  of  the  House>  The 
labour  forces  of  Australia  are  well  or- 
ganized, and  prepared  for  every  emergency. 
On  almost  every  matter  that  comes  up  for 
discussion  they  are  well-equipped  with  the 
results  of  secretarial  research,  ready  with 
material  for  debate  straight  away.  We  had 
evidence  of  this  this  afternoon  in  the  case  of 
the  explanation  made  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Barrier.  No  one  on  this  side 
seems  to  take  the  same  trouble.  Each  man 
has  to  delve  for  himself,  to  devil  for  him- 
self, and  U>  take  care  of  himself,  and 
that  is  an  attitude  in  life  which  I  much 
prefer  to  take.  Some  honorable  members 
on  this  side  appear,  for  reasons  of  their 
own,  to  be  more  ardent  Ministerialists  than 
fusionists,  while  others  are  more  ardent 
fusionists  than  Ministerialists.  The  Prime 
Minister  has  been  for  a  number  of  vears 
the  responsible  mouth-piece  of  Radical  legis- 
lation in  the  Federal  Parliament,  and  it 
has  been  *my  lot  on  many  occasions  to 
leave  the  members  with  wh<xn  I  was  sitting 
in  Opposition,  and  vote  in  support  of 
measures  introduced  by  him,  although  I 
was  returned,  not  as  representing  his  views, 
but  as  representing  distinct  ideas  and 
theories  of  my  own.  I  have  always  voted  as 
I  desired  to  vote.  I  bring  my  own  i>erson- 
ality  into  the  matter,  and  anv  legislation 
introduced  by  a  Radical  will  always  attract 
my  attention  and  my  vote ;  but  the  mere  fact 
that  the  Labour  party  support  that  legis- 
lation is  nc^  sufficient  reascm  for  me  to 
surrender  my  individuality  to  a  Labour 
caucus.    That  rSle  of  mine  is  not  always 


a  pleasant  one  to  play,  but  it  has  to  be 
played.  If  I  were  called  upon  to  be  a 
mere,  puppet  of  either  a  Deakin  or  a 
Fisher  I  would  prefer  to  go  out  of  public 
life.  The  Prime  Minister  said  that  the 
statement  which  he  submitted  was  the 
statement  of  policy  of  ft  Ministry  that  came 
in  to  e$tabUsh  repr^ntative  and  respon- 
sible £0vemment,  and  that  honorable  mem- 
bers on  this  side  bad  perfect  freed<xn  in 
regard  to  the  interpretaticm  of  the  state, 
ment.  Whether  he  gave  me  that  kind  of  per- 
mission or  not,  I  took  it.  If  the  disciplirmr\ 
forces  now  exercised  in  certain  sections  of 
politics  are  to  be  applied  to  this  side  it 
will  not  make  the  Labour  system  less  ob- 
jectionable, or  a  posititm  on  these  benches 
any  better.  I  find  from  a  copy  of  the 
Labour  Call,  handed  to  me  a  little  while 
ago,  that  a  Deakinite  joledge  is  extracted 
from  candidates — that  is,  according  to  a 
letter  signed  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Bourke,  the  .whip  of  this  party,  in  reply 
to  a  Mr.  Hodges,  to  this  effect — 

It  is  my  duty  to  inform  you  that  before  any 
candidate  can  secure  official  support  be  must 
agree— 

1.  To  give  an  unqualified   assent    to  the 

fiscal   proposals  of   the   Government ; 

2.  To  given  general   support   to   all  other 

Ministerial  measures; 

3.  To  withdraw  bis  candidature  if  not  s-.-- 

lected  i 

4.  If  prepared  to  accept  these  conditions, 

to  advise  me  at  once. 

Yours  in  truth, 

James  Hume  Cook. 

I  am  glad  that  a  politician  is  cccasionally 
"in  truth."  This  paper  bears  date  8th 
July,  1909. 

Mr.  Deakin. — That  candidature  was 
either  three  or  six  years  ago. 

Mr.  WILKS.— I  hope  that  sort  of  thing 
will  not  be  repeated,  because  I  am  not 
prepared  to  sign  any  pledge  of  tliat  char- 
acter. The  only  pledge  which  I  will  make 
is  that  which  I  have  always  made  in  the 
past  upon  the  hustings  to  the  electors  who 
have  for  so  many  years  returned  me. 

Dr.  Carty  Salmon. — Is  it  not  made  clear 
that  that  letter  is  a  thing  of  years  ago  ? 

Mr.  WILKS.— I  seethat  it  is  dated  24th 
May,  1906.  I  thought  it  was  issued  in 
1909. 

Several  ?wnorable  members  inicrjccting, 
Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  have  again  to  call 
attention  to  the  fact  that>  honorable  mem- 
bers are  persisting  in  conversing  aloud  across 
the  chamljer  while  the  honorable  member  is 
speaking.     That  must  not  continue. 

Mr.  WILKS.— I  am  rf>feaffd,-jtf»t  that 
error  has  been  so^qutcklyS:drrect^i%ut  the 
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incident  shows  that  the  Labour  Ctdl^  which 
is  supposed  to  be  the  organ  of  those  Puri- 
tans opposite,  has  taken  advantage  of  a  de- 
liberate lie,  or  has  made  it  appear  that 
what  occurred  some  years  ago  is  applicable 
to  present  conditions. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — That  is  not  so;  the 
date  is  on  the  letter. 

Mr.  WILKS.— That  is  true,  but  I  re- 
garded the  paper  as  a  current  paper  deal- 
in}^  with  current  events.  I  am  pleased 
lhat  the  matter  has  been  cleared  up.  If  it 
had  been  intended  to  apply  to  this  ade  the 
same  stringent  discipline  as  exists  on  the 
other  side  there  would  be  no  freedom  here 
at  all.  No  men  can  fight  for  freedtxn  un- 
less he  is  himself  free.  No  man  can  work 
in  the  cause  of  liberty  unless  he  himself 
has  liberty.  I  belong  to  the  wrong  school 
of  thought  to  subscribe  to  tyranny  of  that 
character. 

Several  hnnnrahle  members  interceding, 
Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  disturbance  to 
which  I  have  already  referred  is  continuing, 
and  I  shall  be  driven,  much  against  my 
will,  to  take  action  to  prevent  it  unless 
honorable  meraljers  are  willing  to  support 
me. 

,  Mr.  WILKS. — Honorable  members  who 
have  spoken  from  the  other  side  have  im- 
plied generallv  that  every  member  sitting 
on  this  side  is  a  myrmidon  of  capital  and 
an  emissary  of  vested  interests.  I  am 
neither.  I  am  just  as  studious  of  the  im- 
provement of  the  condirion  of  the  people 
as  is  any  member  on  that  side.  I  am  just 
as  anxious  in  the  ordinary  political  sense, 
representing  the  electwate  that  I  do,  even 
if  'I  had  no  other  reason,  tiiat  the  improved 
conditicms  of  mankind  should  be  extended 
to  my  constituents.  There  is  any  amount 
of  room  for  them.  I  belong  to  the  school 
of  thought  which  recognises  that  govern- 
ment can  and  does  perform  paternal  func- 
tions, and  has  done  so  in  Australia.  There 
is  no  room  in  this  continent  for  a  Conser- 
vative of  any  kind.  I  am  not  of  the 
school  of  Herbert  Spencer.  If  I  were  I 
should  be  distinctly  opposed  to  any  attempt 
at  paternal  legislation;  but  for  years, 
both  in  the  State  and  Federal  Parliaments, 
I  have  voted  for  measures  that  are  dis- 
tinctly paternal.  The  Labour  party  have 
jirogressed  very  well,  not  because  of  the  in- 
iierent  strength  of  their  own  leagues,  but 
by  means  of  the  sympathetic  vote  of  a  large 
number  of  electors,  who  desired  that  the 
(jovernment  of  Australia  should  by  legis- 
lition  improve  their  conditions,  and  who 
thought  that  the  Labour  candidates  offered 


them  scxnething  better  than  did  thdr  op- 

fionents.  That  sympathetic  vote  came 
argely  from  members  of  the  Liberal  forces 
having  a  Radical  inclination.  The  Radical 
on  the  Liberal  side  is  like  the  Socialist  in 
the  Labour  ranks.  The  honorable  member  ioc 
Barrier  frankly  admits  that  he  is  a  Socia- 
list, and  that  his  way  of  improving  the 
conditions  of  the  people  would  be  the  im- 
mediate application  of  Socialistic  doctrines. 
But  it  is  not  every  hcxiorable  member  on 
that  side  that  will  take  up  that  positi<Hi,  I 
have  no  right,  however,  to  say  that  they 
are  Sodalists  in  disguise  any  more  than 
they  have  to  accuse  me  of  bring  a  capitalist 
in  disguise.  I  am  willing  to  believe  that  they 
cannot  subscribe  to  the  advanced  ideas  oi 
Socialism  any  more  than  I  can  to  Conser- 
vative views.  The  Labour  ranks  hare 
their  sections  and  their  different  ideas. 
The  honorable  member  for  Barrier  shows 
in  all  his  actions  that  he  is  a  Socialist,  and 
his  views  are  shared  by  a  great  numter  of 
the  adyance  guard  of  the  Labour  move- 
ment. I  cannot  accept  Socialism,  and  so 
I  do  not  pose  as  advocating  the  application 
of  Socialistic  ideas.  If  the  Labour  party 
desire  to  do  well  for  the  people  they  re- 
present, it  will  not  be  as  a  ruling  or  govern- 
ing class  associated  wirh  others,  but 
they  will  remain  fnr  many  years  in 
Opposition,  where  they  will  be  able 
to  force  the  Liberal  and  Radical 
Government  of  the  day  to  go  a  step 
further  every  time.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Gwydir  seems  to  doubt  the  fitness 
of  the  term  "Liberal  and  Radical"  as 
applied  to  the  Government,  but  there  are 
men  cm  this  side  who,  by  instinct  and  ad* 
mission,  are  both  Liberal  and  Radical. 
The  present  is  the  most  interesting  experi- 
ment that  I  have  yet  seen  in  political  life. 
If  the  so-called  Conservatives,  or,  as  I 
would  name  them,  the  more  tardy  Liberals, 
of  the  community,  will  keep  stej)  with  the 
Radicals,  then  the  Radicals  have  made  a 
great  gain,  and  if  the  Prime  Minister  has 
been  able  to  bring  that  about  he  has  done 
good  for  the  Radical  cause  and  the  Liberal 
forces.  The  trouble  we  have  had  has  been 
that  a  Liberal  in  New  South  Wales  was 
nc^  the  same  as  a  Liberal  in  Victoria. 
They  differed  in  their  fiscal  views.  For 
many  years  in  New  South  Wales  the  name 
"  Free  Trader "  was  synonymous  with 
the  advocacy  of  Liberal  legislation,  while 
the  term  "Protectionist  "  was  synonymous 
with  the  advocacy  of  Conservative  views. 
It  was  OTily  in  the  l^ist  few  years 
before  Federatioag1i)^9lb^i(£»@®^Wionistt 
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in  that  State  took  up  the  advanced  side  of 
political  thought.  .  In  the  first  Federal 
elections  the  only  federalized  force  was  the 
Labour  party,  but  I  hope  that  we  shall 
now  see  the  Liberals  and  Radicals  appeal- 
ing as  a  united  force  for  the  suffrages  of 
the  people.  The  Government  have  much 
to  be  thankful  for  in  this  debate.  It  has 
given  them  about  a  fortnight's  respite,  with 
no  questions  answered,  and  no  work  done 
except  essential  departmental  business. 
They  are  having  a  very  easy  life,  and  a 
splendid  opportunity  to  get  their  measures 
together.  I  do  not  think  the  Labour  party 
have  the  slightest  expectatioi  of  carr>ing 
the  motion,  which  has  been  tabled,  as  they 
admit,  with  the  express  intention  of  smudg- 
ing, for  political  purposes,  honorable  mem- 
bers on  this  side.  If  they  start  the  smudg- 
ing racket,  they  must  not  expect  those  at- 
tacked to  sit  quiet.  There  is  nothing  I 
like  better  than  a  light,  and  I  suppose  that 
in  the  coming  election  the  contest  will  be 
pretty  well  mixed  for  me. 

Mr.  BVmford. — The  honorable  member 
will  not  have  a  three-cornered  fight. 

Mr.  WILKS.— T  have  never  had  one. 
Mv  opponents  cannot  mix  it  for  me  any  more 
%'igorously  than  they  have  done  in  the  past. 
At  the  time'of  the  last  election,  if  I  may 
say  so  without  being  rude,  I  considered  the 
right  honorable  member  for  East  Sydney, 
and  I  still  consider  him,  the  ablest  mind  In 
the  public  life  of  Au.stralia.  But,  at  the 
same  time,  I  did  not  indorse  all  he  did  or 
said  f  rcKii  Alpha  to  Omega.  I  pointed  out 
that  when  I  disagreed  with  the  right  hon- 
orable gentleman  in  Parliament  I  should 
go  against  liim;  and  in  fiscal  matters  I 
saw  the  absolute  folly  of  ccmtinuing  the 
%Tew  I  had  held  for  years.  I  told  my  elec- 
tors that  I  must  be  a  free  man,  and  that 
if,  after  fifteen  ytMrs,  they  could  not  trust 
fine,  they  ought  not-  to  select  me  as  their 
representative.  There  are  worse  disasters 
than  to  be  defeated  at  the  poll ;  if  a  man 
loses  his  manhood  and  self-respect,  he  is 
paving  too  dear  a  price  for  a  seat  in  this 
Chamber  or  any  otlier  exalted  office  of  life. 
The  right  honorable  gentleman  is,  perhaps, 
as  well  known,  and  has  as  many  friends 
in  my  electorate  as  he  has  in  any  electorate 
around  Sydney ;  but  I  took  the  stand  I  did 
openly  on  every  occasion ;  and  if  this  did 
not  please  ardent  Free  Traders,  I  cannot 
help  it.  And  I  say  that  I  am  not  going  on 
to  the  platform  as  an  out-and-out  supporter 
of  the  present  Prime  Mini.iter.  If  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  introduce    radical  and 


pn^ressive  measures  which,  in  my  judg- 
ment, are  in  the  interests  of  the  community 
and  in  keeping  with  my  promises  to  the 
electors,  I  shall  support  the  measures,  and 
not  the  individual.  I  am  not  in  Parlia- 
ment for  social  purposes,  or  for  the  sake 
of  political  friendship;  I  am  here  as  pan 
of  the  machinery  of  government  to  try  to 
my  utmost  to  express  the  desires  of  those 
who  return  me.  I  should  now  like  to  say 
a  few  words  on  the  statement  of  policy 
which  has  been  placed  before  us.  In  the 
first  place,  the  submission  of  such  a  state- 
ment is  novel,  but  that  does  not  make  the 
procedure  bad.  It  may  have  been  pre- 
sented with  the  idea  of  getting  over  certain 
difficulties,  but  it  is  apparently  a  carefully- 
worded  document,  though  one,  I  admit, 
which  can  be  read  many  ways,  according  to 
the  way  we  feel.  As  I  have  already  said, 
the  statement  appears  10  be  written  in  Lib- 
eral ink,  and  has  a  Liberal  direction ;  and, 
as  such,  I  can  support  it.  Under  the  head- 
ing of  "Industrial"  wc  are  jwcmised  an 
Inter-State  Qromissijn,  which  is,  appar- 
ently, the  fusifxi  way  of  spelling  new 
Protection.  The  desire  appears  to  be  to  go  to 
the  States,  and  arrange  for  certain  powers 
to  l>e  given  to  carry  out  the  policy.  Per- 
sonally, I  prefer  a  straight-out  amendment 
of  the  Constitution ;  I  do  not  believe  in 
waiting  rap  in  hand  on  Mr.  Wade  or  any 
other  Premier,  and  asking  him  to  be  good 
enough  to  place  no  obstacles  in  our  way. 
Under  the  Constitution  an  Inter-State  Com- 
missifwi  is  the  only  way  of  surmounting  the 
difficulty;  but  I  am  afraid  I  must  agree 
with  the  Labourites  that  it  will  not  be 
effective.  I  do  not  care  aVtcut  creating 
an  authority  like  an  Inter-State  Commis- 
sion with  so  many  drastic  powers. 

Mj.  King  0'Mal/,ey. — It  is  an  expen- 
iive  Board  1 

Mr.  WILKS. — It  is  not  the  expense  so 
much  as  the  powers  proposed  that  I  object 
to.  Then  there  is  to  be  a  Labour  Bureau 
for  the  purpose  of  ^upplving  information 
on  certain  matters.  Altogether  the  propo- 
sal appears  to  me  to  1^  to  a  great  extent  a 
surrender  of  Parliamentary  and  Govern- 
ment control.  It  is  placini;  in  the  hands  of 
three  or  four  me:i.  no  matter  how  able  or 
well-intentioned  they  may  be,  powers  that 
Parliament  is  not  wise  in  relegating  to 
any  one.  I  prefer  the  old-fashioned  way 
of  acting  in  a  direct  manner,  and  aslcint; 
the  electors  to  amend  the  Constitution,  fol- 
lowing their  decision  with  the  necessary 
legislation.    If  we  this  session  c«i  provide 
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for  the  Inter-State  Commission,  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  High  Commissioner,  and 
pass  the  Estimates,  the  shutters  had  better 
be  put  up.  I  should  have  liked  to  see  elec- 
toral reform,  which  is  not  mentioned  in  the 
statement  issued  by  the  Government,  but 
which  I  regard  as  most  important*  if  we 
are  to  have  a  fair  trial  of  strength  before 
the  electors.  The  Labour  party,  who  are 
in  favour  of  majority  rule,  cannot  oppose 
electoral  reform;  indeed,  they  must  support 
any  proposal  to  permit  the  electors  to  re- 
cord their  votes  in  the  most  effective  man- 
ner. We  hear  people  talk  much  about 
vested  interests,  but,  so  far  as  I  can  see, 
those  who  axe  least  caref  il  of  electoral  mat- 
ters are  those  of  the  jx-ofesstonal  and  OMn- 
mercial  classes }  and  if  legislation  is  passed 
which  they  deem  to  be  injurious,  they  have 
themselves  to  thank  foe  it  to  a  large  ex" 
tent.  The  average  commerrial  or  profes- 
sional man  treats  Parliament  either  with 
indifference  or  with  studied  snobbery ;  he 
is  often  too  snobbish  to  take  the  trouble  to 
re<»rd  his  vote,  and,  so  far  as  supporting 
other  men  who  espouse  causes  is  con- 
cerned, it  is  the  last  thing  they 
think  of,  although  they  are  the  first 
to  cry  out  when  hurt.  There  are 
thousands  of  electors  who  could  well 
take  a  lesson  from  the  Labour  party  and 
their  supporters.  These  work  more  with 
religious  fervour  than  obstinacy,  whereas 
llie  commercial  and  professirnjl  classes 
are  more  obslinate  thoii  fervent.  We  hear 
complaints  J«bout  the  character  of  Parlia- 
ment, but  if  people  are  given  the  full  rights 
of  citiienship,  they  ought  to  be  omipelled 
to  exercise  them.  In  view  of  a  struggle  on 
the  platfjrm  and  at  the  ba  I  let-box,  the 
sooner  we  have  eilectivo  ■?lcctoral  ma- 
chinery the  better  it  will  be  in  the  interests 
of  a  fair  trial  of  strength.  If  the  majority 
of  the  elcclors  approve  of  delegation  and 
the  Labour  party's  policy,  that  party  will 
be  returned  with  a  majority,  whereas  if  the 
desire  be  for  freedom  and  liberty,  the 
electors  will  have  to  arouse  themselves  as 
citizens.  If  electors  are  not  satisfied  witH 
candidates  that  are  nominated,  let  those 
electors  offer  their  own  services,  instead  of 
allowing  a  few  ardent  spirits  to  l)e  the 
selecting  IhxIv  ;  let  us  so  order  matters  that 
the  people  shall  have  untrammelled  power 
to  so!tx;t  whom  thev  like.  Whether  the  en- 
gineering be  by  the  Prime  Minister  or  by 
t!ie  honorable  member  for  Wide  Bay,  if 
men  are  to  come  forward  as  candidatt!^ 
simpr>  at  the  behest  of  one  organization  or 
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another,  political  life  and  liberty  are  get- 
ting to  a  low  ebb.    The  Wiy  to  get  over 
the  difficulty  in  regard  to  the  number  of 
candidates  would  be  to  so  amend  the  Elec- 
toral Act  that  the  candidate  returned  will 
have  the  majority  of  votes  cast ;  then  the 
press  organs  of  the  parties  could  thunder, 
advise,  and  direct  as  thev  liked,  but  the 
people  would  be  free  to  record  their  votes 
with  effect.   An  old  friend  of  mine  is  now 
Minister  of  Defence,  and  I  hope  he  will  do 
well  in  administrative  work ;  but  if  he  is 
prepared  to  go  along  the  beaten  lines  made 
by  military  caste,  he  will  not  do  better  than 
his  predecessors.    He  has  a  gigantic  task 
before  him,  because  if  there  is  a  Depart- 
ment which  requires  strMig  administrative 
power,  it  is  the  Defence  Department ;  in- 
deed, it  is  quite  beyond  my  powers  of  de- 
scription to  show  the  immense  diiHculties 
in  the  way  of  putting  the  defences  in  pro- 
per working  order.  But  the  people  are  more 
fed  on  the  blood  and  marrow  of  the  lion 
than  are  their  representatives.   I  canrrat  un- 
derstand how  it  is  that  honwable*  members 
do  not  represent  more  strongly  the  spirit  of 
the  people  they  represent ;  if  they  have  * 
love  of  country  and  of  race,  I  cannot  un- 
derstand how  it  is  that  they  have  not 
more  fervently    expressed    themselves  in 
this    connexion.      Both    as  •  an  elector 
and    a    representative.   I  am  convinced 
that  the  most  important  duty  before  us 
is    preparation    for    proper    and  effec- 
tive defence.    While  I  appreciate  the  de- 
sire of  Socialists   who   are  cosmopolitan, 
and  have  a  love  of  the  world,  I  am  not  of 
those  who  love  the  world  better  than  my 
own  race  or  nati(xi ;  and  I  know,  as  a  prac- 
tical man,  that  other  nati(»is  are  not  pre- 
pared to  bring  about  the  dream  which  So- 
cialists would  realize  in  Australia.  The 
question  of  defence  has  been  simply  played 
with  in  the  past ;  we  have  considered  ami 
debated  the  expenditure,    but,  after  all. 
very  little  informaticMi  as  to  the  defences 
ever  trickles  into  the  House ;  and  so  it 
will  be  in  other  Parliaments.    While  v 
continue  to  control,  as  it  were,  the  civil 
side  by  voting  the  money,  we  should  place 
our  defences  in  the    strongest  possible 
hands,  because  we  are  not  prepared  to  cri- 
ticise   effectively    the    organization,  or 
say    definitely    what    defences    are  re- 
quired.     As    part   of    the    British  Em- 
pire,     we     siiould     realize     our  re:J 
danger,    and    ask    the    Mother  Countrv 
which  lias  been  engaged  in  warfare,  to  send 
us  her  best  to  organize  ourjand  forces. 
can  mould  the  p^|f?^edfei»CKO^>|^lel«> 
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sent  should  be  given  absolute  oxitiol.  Mili- 
tarism is  not  a  matter  we  can  debate  or 
carry  amendments  in  oxinexion  with,  but 
is  a  matter  for  a  stnHig  man  in  diarge  ot 
strcHig  forces.  In  the  past  the  Military 
Forces  of  Australia  have  not  had  the  benefit 
ot  the  organizing  power  of  a  controlling 
genius ;  and,  while  we  do  not  desixe  war, 
we  ought  to  feel  confident  that  the  defences 
are  in  competent  hands.  Coming  to  the 
naval  question,  I  may  say  at  once  that  I 
favour  a  coastal  navy  and  a  contribution 
to  the  maintenance  of  the  Imperial  Navy. 
Both  are  absolutely  requisite.  In  years 
gone  by  I  have  endeavoured  to  induce  hcxi- 
<Table  members  to  give  mcffeattenti<Hi  to  the 
naval  side,  and  less  to  the  land  forces  side, 
of  the  defence  question.  Having  regard  to 
its  position,  Australia  must  be  destined  to 
beccxne  a  great  maritime  power.  It  will 
have  to  play  the  part  of  a  powerful  mari- 
time force  in  the  southern  seas,  and  must 
develop  a  foreign  policy  in  regard  to  the 
control  of  islands  in  the  South  Pacific.  It 
will  be  met  there  by  foreign  Powers,  who 
are  extending  their  positions  in  that  quar- 
ter, and  the  whole  of  our  surroundings  sJiow 
that  we  must  give  more  attention  to  the 
naval  side  than  to  the  military  side  of  our 
defences.  The  adult  portion  of  our  land 
defence  system  has  been  very  well  attended 
10,  but  more -and  more  attention  must  be 
<le^-oted  to  the  naval  side  of  the  problem. 
Re^dents  of  seaport  towns  in  the  Com- 
monwealth are  anitous  to  have  the  oppor- 
tunity to  secure  naval  training,  and  many 
of  tliem  would  be  glad  to  join  a  Naval  Bri- 
g.ide.  I  agree  with  those  who  say  that  we 
ithnuld  set  about  the  work  of  creating  a 
Navy  of  our  own.  That  means  that  we 
fihon  1(1  pro\ide  f or  coastal  defence,  by 
nstructing  tcrpedo-bo:it  destroyers  and 
other  vessels  of  a  smaller  class.  Hav- 
ing regard  to  our  population  we  ought 
not  to  be  too  ambitious  in  the  matter  of 
the  possession  of  a  fleet  of  our  own;  but  I 
think  wc  may  well  make  a  start  in  this 
rlirectim.  I  am  a  strong  Imperialist,  in 
that  I  desire  that  the  Empire  shall  remain 
solid,  and  that  Australia  shall  play  her 
[lart  as  a  member  of  it.  She  can  play  that 
part  well,  and  will  be  compelled  to  play 
it  in  a  less  niggardly  way  than  she  has 
(Ifrfie-  As  to  the  naval  subsidy,  I  find  that 
n<->t  only  have  the  rank  and  file  of  our  poli- 
ticians altered  their  views,  but  that  even 
leaders  have  done  so.  The  Prime  Minister, 
for  instance,  has  changed  his  views  on  this 
questioa,  and  has  indicated  that  he  has 


taken  a  step  in  the  right  direotim.   Only  a 
few  yeaxs  ago  be  recommended    to  the 
House  the  cessaticm  of  the  naval  subsidy. 
Mr.  Deakin. — Its  transformation. 

Mr.  WILKS. — Quite  so.  The  honorable 
member  now  believes  that  we  should  not 
only  provide  for  coastal  defences,  but  grant 
additional  assistance  to  the  Imperial  Navy. 
I  am  not  here  to  cast  a  slur  at  the  honor- 
able gentleman  for  having  thus  expanded 
bis  views  on  this  question.  We  axe  all 
creatures  of  development,  and  men,  as  they 
pass  along  the  walk  of  life,  must  have_  the 
courage  to  modify  or  to  extend  their  views 
when  circumstances  demand  that  they 
should  do  so.  My  views  in  regard  to  Aus- 
tralia building  a  Navy  of  her  own  have 
been  considerably  extended.  In  my  younger 
days  I  thought  such  a  project  absolutely 
impracticable.  I  do  not  think  so  now.  It 
is,  after  all,  a  matter  of  degree.  Aus- 
tralia must  strengthen  the  naval  side  of  her 
defences,  and  construct  vessels  of  her  own. 
The  fiscal  policy  ot  the  Commonwealth  has 
developed  in  the  direction  of  the  new  Pro- 
tection, and  if  we  are  to  have  a  small 
coastal  navy,  the  next  logical  step  is  to 
provide  for  its  construction  in  Australia. 
We  have  many  skilled  artisans,  who  could 
construct  the  class  of  vessels  that  we  re- 
quire. I  know  of  scores  of  men  in  Aus- 
tralia who  have  worked  in  the  dockvards 
of  the  Old  World,  and  who  have  assisted 
in  constructing  vessels  of  the  type  that  we 
require.  Then,  again,  in  Port  Jackson  we 
have  facilities  under  Government  control 
for  building  war  vessels.  The  Labour  Gov- 
ernment placed  an  order  with  a  Bxitish 
firm  for  the  construction  of  three  torpedo- 
boat  destroyers,  and  their  intention  was 
that  the  remaining  vessels  of  the  proposed 
fleet  should  lie  constructed  here-  There 
was  no  necessity,  however,  for  them  to  let 
a  tender  for  the  construction  of  any  of 
tlwse  vessels  at  Home.  They  had  only 
to  dtitam  the  necessary  plans  fnxn  the  Ad- 
miralty, and  to  secure  some  leading  hands, 
in  order  to  permit  of  their  constructicm  in 
Australia.  Our  iron-workers  require  only 
the  assistance  of  leading  Iiaiids  to  plot  out 
the  work,  in  order  to  be  able  to  build  ves- 
sels of  the  type  in  question.  I  hope  that 
the  Prime  Ministfj  will  hurry  on  the  in- 
troduction of  a  Bill  to  provide  for  a  bounty 
for  the  encouragement  of  ship  building.  We 
have  granted  bounties  to  encourage  indus- 
tries of  much  less  importance,  and  I  think 
that  we  might  well  take  this  further  step. 
A  bounty  on  ship.bml£ng  g,^^f«g.n,ge 
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immigrants  of  the  class  that  we  desire, 
with  the  result  that  we  should  have  in  Aus- 
tralia at  all  times  plenty  of  skilled  me^ 
to  do  this  work  for  us. 

Mr.  Bahford. — Who  first  mooted  that 
policy? 

Mr.  WILKS. — It  has  been  advocated 
for  years  in  this  House,  and  I  have  urged 
it  on  the  attention  of  honorable  members 
whenever  I  have  had  an  opportunity  to  do 
so.  I  admit  that  the  Leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition has  also  taken  up  the  same  stand.  I 
do  not  cavil  at  the  Labour  Government  for 
having  expended  the  special  naval  vote. 
The  money  was  voted  for  the  purpose  of 
naval  defence,  and  even  if  it  is  thought 
that  steps  were  taken  to  expend  it  a  fort- 
night or  so  before  they  ought  to  have  been 
taken,  the  matter  is  not  worth  fighting 
over.  The  Labour  Government,  however, 
should  have  gone  further.  They  should 
not  only  h;»ve  provided  for  the  construction 
of  vessels  for  coastal  defence  purposes,  but 
have  intimated  to  the  British  authorities 
our  willingness  to  assist  them.  There  is  a 
good  deal  iji  the  argument  of  some  honor- 
able members  that,  had  we  been  able  to 
present  a  Dreadnought  to  the  British 
Government,  instead  of  offering  them  the 
monev  to  construct  one,  our  gift  would 
have  partaken  more  of  the  character  of  a 
national  one.  The  British  Government  do 
not  require  money  from  us  for  such  a  pur- 
pose, and  the  only  value  of  the  offer  is 
the  moral  effect  that  it  will  have.  It  is  a 
live  testimoiy  to  the  desire  of  Australia  to 
help  the  Mother  Country.  There  is  an 
alternative  offer,  and  we  shall  have  to 
depend  upon  experts  to  determine  the 
direction  it  should  tak& 

Mr.  Page. — What  is  the  alternati\*e? 

Mr.  WILKS.— I  do  not  know.  I  have 
availed  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  state 
that  I  have  sufficient  confidence  in  the 
Government  to  vote  with  them  on  this 
motion.  That  does  not  mean  that  I  am 
committed  to  support  them  for  all  time. 
My  support  must,  of  course,  depend  upon 
the  measures  they  submit,  and  I  do  not 
think  that  the  Government  expect  anything 
more.  I  am  nle.nsed  that  Radicals  are  on 
top,  and  hope  that  the  Bills  presented  by 
the  Ministry  will  show  that  they  intend 
to  legislate  on  libera]  lines.  I  de- 
su^  now  to  refer  to  the  question 
of  a  land  tax.  It  must  be  admitted 
that  the  Commonwealth  is  getting  short 
of  funds,  and  that,  if  we  are  to  carry 
out  all  the  duties  intrusted  to  us  by  the 
Constitution,  we  must  seek  new  channels 


of  rev^ue.  I  am  with  those  who  urge  that 
we  should  not  wait  upon  the  State  Premiers 
for  permission  to  carry  out  the  works  that 
await  our  attention,  ot  in  regard  to  the 

use  of  public  funds.  The  electors  of  the 
States  are  identical  with  the  electors  of 
the  Commonwealth,  and  the  ConarrKMi- 
vealth  Parliament  will  be  admired  by  them 
only  while  it  stands  firmly  by  its  rights. 
If  the  representatives  of  the  people  in  this 
Parliament  surrender  to  the  States  any  of 
their  powers,  they  must  fail  in  the  estima- 
tion of  the  people  according  to  the  extent 
of  that  surrender.  If,  on  the  other  hand, 
they  stand  bv  their  guns  and  say  that  we 
must  have  sufficient  funds  to  carry  on  Com- 
monwealth undertakings,  without  having  to 
go  cap  in  hand  to  the  State  Premiers,  they 
will  continue  to  enjoy  the  omfidence  of  the 
electors.  Candidates  at  the  next  general 
election  will  have  to  say  distinctly  whether 
or  not  they  favour  direct  taxation.  I  am 
one  of  those  who  believe  in  direct  taxation, 
and  think  that  the  wealthy  should  con- 
tribute their  portion  to  the  cost  of  defence. 
The  working  classes  will  give  of  tbdr 
blood  and  their  sinews  when  they  are  re- 
quired to  do  so,  and  it  is  unreascmable  to 
expect  an  exp^sive  defence  policy  to  be 
maintained  by  Custons  and  Excise  taxa- 
tion'. The  workers  cannot  affcnrd,  and 
.should  not  be  called  upon,throu^  the 
Customs  and  Excise  Departments  to  pro- 
vide for  the  defence  bill  of  the  near 
future.  The  bill  will  be  a  large  ooe. 
Whilst  not  advocating  extravagance  of  any 
kind,  I  think  we  must  be  prepared  to  vote 
larger  sums  for  defence  purposes  than  we 
have  done.  In  the  circumstances,  there- 
fore, it  is  the  right  of  the  electors  to  be 
told  who  are  to  be  called  upon  to  foot  the 
defoice  bill.  I  shall  tell  them  that  the 
wealthy  must  carry  their  burdM,  not  be- 
cause they  are  wealthy,  but  because  they 
offer  the  best  channel  from  which  the 
re\enue  necessary  for  defence  purposes  may 
be  obtained.  The  income  tax  in  Great 
Britain  is  levied  primarily  for  defence  pur- 
poses, the  authorities  there  rightly  holding 
that  the  cost  of  naval  construction  should  not 
be  paid  out  of  loan  money.  In  that  respect 
Great  Britain  offers  us  an  example  that  we 
ought  to  follow.  It  would  be  a  suiddal  . 
policy  to  provide  out  of  loan  mone>s  for 
naval  construction.  L«t  the  current  re\woe 
supply  what  we  need  for  that  purpose,  and 
let  the  money  come  from  the  wealthy, 
whose  commerce  and  business  and  lands 
we  have  to  protect.  The  Labour  party 
have  hit  upon  a  land  tax^as  the  form  of 
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direct  taxation  best  calculated  to  pFOvide 
more  revenue^    I  prefer  an  income  tax.  A 
land  values  tax  with  a  big  exemption  will 
never  give  us  the  revenue  we  require,  and 
is  notjikely  to  have  the  effect  of  leading 
to  the  subdivision  of  large  estates.     If  an 
estate  is  a  fertile  one  the  owner  will  pay 
the  tax,  rather  than  cut  it  up;  and  if  we 
are  to  have  an  exemption  in  respect  of  all 
estates  the  unimproved  value  of  which  does 
not  exceed  j^5,ooo,  many  landowners  will 
escape.     I  do  not  believe  in  more  than 
the  ordinary  common-sense  eiKmption — an 
exemption  in  respect  of  estates  so  small 
that  the  cost  of  collecting  the  tax  would 
be  more  than  the  tax  itself.    I  held  the 
opini<»i  until  recently  that  the  CommcMi- 
wealth  should  not  impose  a  land  values 
tax,  but  if  we  are  to  encourage  immigra- 
tion, if  our  lands  are  to  be  unlocked  and 
people  are  to  be  settled  upon  th«n,  and 
the  States  refuse  to  do  what  thev  ought 
to  do  in  this  regard,  then  it  is  just  as  well 
that  we  should  take  the  bull  by  the  horns 
and  say  distinctly  that  we  favour  the  im- 
positim  of  such  a  tax.    The  States  will 
hang  back  in  the  traces,  so  far  as  the  im- 
poution  of  a  land  tax  is  concerned. 
It  would  be  difficult  to  pass  a  Land  Tax 
Bill  through  the  Lepslative  Council  in 
swne  of  the  States,  and,  if  we  are  to  have 
a  distinctly  Federal   policy  of  immigra- 
tion, the  States  must  provide  for  the  settle- 
ment of  the  people  whom  we  desire  to  at- 
tract to  our  shores.    I  do  not  believe  in 
adding  to  our  already  overcrowded  cities. 
I  believe  rather  in  settling  the  people  on 
the  land.    I  agree  with  throe  who  say  that 
the  millions  of  acres  still  availaUe  in  Aus- 
tralia are  not  near  a  market  or  a  railway. 
The  class  of  land  that  we  desire  to  unlock 
is  that  which  is  close  .to  a  railway  and  a 
market.    It  is  only  on  land  so  situated 
.that    we    could    hope    to    induce  the 
people  to  settle.     Those  who  hold  such 
lands    merely    for    speculative  purposes 
shou  1  d    be   compe  I  led   to   un  lock    them . 
In  my  opinion,  the  best  way  to  imiock 
such   lands   is   to   impose   a   land  tax. 
The   Prime   Minister   has  admitted  that 
in    principle   he   is   in   favour   of  land 
taxation,    as   he    wishes   the   people  of 
the  Old  Country  to  come  here  and  to  be 
absorbed  in  our  populaticm.    Re  has  stated 
that  he  is  in  favour  of  the  imposition  of  a 
land  tax  by  the  Commonwealth  Parlia- 
ment, but  he  has  not  said  when  he  thinks 
such  a  tax  should  be  itapose(l.    I  under- 
stand his  difficulty.    He.  like  every  other 
politician,  has  to  look  for  support.    As  a 
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Radical  and  Liberal,  I  am  prepared  to 
declare  at  the  next  electicm  that,  in  pur- 
suance of  an  immigration  policy,  and  for 
the  purposes  of  defence,  "the  Common- 
wealth should  impose  a  tax  on  land  values. 
Tn  my  opinion,  the  sooner  we  face  the  posi- 
tion the  better.  Of  course,  there  are  other 
honorable  members  on  this  side  who  think 
otherwise.  I  am  prepared  to  advocate  a 
land  tax  at  the  next  electi<m.  I  am 
pleased  that  this  motion  of  want  of  con- 
fidence has  been  *mOved,  because  it  has 
given  us  an  opportunity  to  put  our  views 
clearly  and  franklv  before  the  country. 
Labour  members  have  openly  admitted 
that  they  are  making  speeches  to  be  re- 
corded _  and  published  through  the  cot- 
stituencies,  and  honorable  members  on  this 
side  will  act  wisely  if  thev  take  a  similar 
course.  That  is  wihat  I  am  doing.  Labour 
members  say  that  they  have  to  do  what  they 
are  told.  I  have  to  do  what  I  am  told ; 
not  what  I  am  told  bv  the  Ministry  or 
by  anybody  outside  this  House,  but  by 
what  I  feel  to  be  the  common  sense  inter- 
pretation of  the  wishes  of  my  electors.  Al  ' 
though  I  have  to  fight  the  political  battle 
in  a  Democratic  constituency,  I  am  sure 
that  no  candidate  likes  his  chances  better 
than  I  like  mine.  In  Australia  there  are 
thousands  of  men  who  will  fight  for  free- 
dom, who  are  as  much  Democrats  as  are 
the  members  of  the  Labour  Leagues  and 
Conferences.  Every  man  who  is  worth 
his  salt  will  try  to  improve  his  position. 
If  he  has  the  money-making  faculty  he 
will  becwne  wealthy,  and  if  he  has  the 
faculty  for  improving  his  position  in  other 
ways,  he  will  improve  it.  The  members 
of  the  Labour  party  have  improved  their 
positions. 

Mr.  Bamford.— How  does  the  honor, 
able  member  know  that? 

Mr.    WH-KS.— By   the   outward  and 

visible  signs. 

Mr.  Bamford. — The  honorable  member 
is  out  of  his  reckoning. 

Mr.  WILKS.— If  Labour  metnbers  have 
improved  their  positions,  there  is  nothing 
disgraceful  in  the  fact,  nor  would  it  be 
disgraceful  if  they  had  not  improved  their 
positions. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — It  has  simply  nothing 
to  do  with  the  case. 

Mr.  WILKS.— It  has  this  to  do  with 
the  case,  that  the  honorable  member  for 
Barrier  spoke  of  those  on  this  side  of  the 
House  as  representing  only  the  well-to-do. 
I  represent,  and  have  done  so  for  seven- 
teen   years,    as    ardently    Democratic  a 
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constituency  as  there  is  in  the  Cmunon- 
wealth.  In  it  are  men  whose  ccmdition  is 
as  unsatisfactory  as  that  of  any  in  the 
community.  They  desire  to  be  uplifted, 
and  as  a  believer  in  paternal  government, 
and  the  value  of  beneficial  legislation,  I 
shall  vote  for  measures  which  I  think  win 
improve  their  position.  But  am  I  to  be 
anathema  because  I  do  not  wear  the  Labour 
uniform  ?  I  shall  not  allow  Labour  mem- 
bers to  misrepresent  me  or  my  vievrs.  I  shall 
vote  against  the  motion,  and  hope  that  the 
Prime  Minister  will  keep  to  the  Radical 
path,  and  introduce  measures  even  more 
strongly  Radical  than  his  programme  pro- 
mises, 

Mr.  Bahford. — **  Radical  "  is  good. 

Mr.  WILKS. — Cannot  members  on  this 
side  have  their  watchword?  Honorable 
members  opposite  make  a  lot  of  capital 
out  of  the  word  ' '  Labour. ' '  But  while 
they  live  by  appealing  to  sentiment,  they 
will  not  allow  others  to  do  the  same.  I 
shall  not  permit  a  Labour  man  to  define  my 
political  beliefs,  any  more  than  I  would 
permit  him  to  choose  the  cut  of  my  clothes. 
The  Labour  party  has  been  welt  OTganized 
and  equipped  frtm  the  beginning.  Its 
members  loiow  their  politics,  and  have  to 
deal  with  constituents  like  themselves.  If 
the  business  classes  gave  one-tenth  of  the 
attrition  to  politics  which  the  working 
classes  give,  we  should  have  a  different 
Parliament.  Those  employed  in  factories 
and  workshops  make  politics  their  daily  dis- 
cussion. 

Mr.  Tudor. — ^1  wish  that  it  were  true. 
They  take  more  interest  in  a  football  match 
or  a  horse  race,  unfortunately. 

Mr.  WILKS.— Nothing  of  the  sort.  If 
one  addresses  a  meeting  in  an  industrial 
electorate,  he  is  met  with  keener  question- 
ing and  criticism  than  elsewhere.  The  hon- 
orable member  for  Ballarat  has  no  more  at- 
tentive and  critical  audiences  than  those 
composed  of  industrials.  I  am  surprised 
that  the  h<»xirable  member  for  Yarra 
should  say  that  the  workers  take  no  con- 
cern in  politics. 

Mr.  Tudor. — They  do  not  take  as  much 
interest  in  politics  as  they  should. 

Mr.  WILKS.— They  take  as  much  in- 
terest in  politics  as  they  can.  The  honor- 
able member  and  his  friends  are  everlast- 
ingly teaching  them,  and  those  who  support 
their  cause  do  .^o  with  almost  religious  fer- 
vour. They  do  not  desire  Soci.ilism  tinged 
with  Liberalism.  They  want  pure 
Kncialism.     I  admire  the  Labour  member 


who  calls  himself  a  Socialist.  If  I  be- 
lieved in  Socialism,  I  should  not  reqinie 
an  invitation  to  join  the  Labour  party.  It 
would  then  be  my  bounden  duty  to  jfrin  it. 
I  am  afraid  that  the  electors  are  btoomiog 
tired  of  politics,  and  are  turning  their  at- 
tention to  sport,  because  the  multiplicity  of 
issues  has  confused  them.  I  hope  that  the 
fusion  agreement  will  be  propwly  put  be- 
fore the  public.  If  a  progressive  pro- 
gramme is  set  before  the  people,  the  party 
will  do  well,  but  if  the  Prime  Minister 
falters,  tinging  his  policy  with  the  views 
of  his  Ccmservative  friends,  I  shall  wish 
well  to  the  Labour  party.  I  hope  that  be 
will  put  forward  a  fighting,  progressive 
policy  which  Australia  will  indorse. 

Mr.  WISE  (Gippsland)  [4.20].— While 
it  is  quite  within  the  rights  of  an  Oppon- 
tion  to  challenge  at  any  time  the  existence 
of  the  Government  by  motion  of  want  of 
confidence,  1  have  never  been  able  to  see 
the  wisdtKn  of  that  course,  unless  there  was 
a  reason.ible  probability  of  the  motion  be- 
ing carried.  It  is  apparent  that  the  Minis- 
terialists are  by  no  means  a  united  family. 
The  w<H-ds  of  some,  and  the  countenances 
of  others,  make  that  plain.  Seme,  no 
doubt,  are  disappcnnted  at  not  having  re- 
ceived portfolios.  Others  do  not  like  the 
political  company  which  they  are  constrained 
to  keep.  There  are  quite  as  many  dissatis- 
fied members  of  the  old  direct  Oppositico 
as  of  the  old  Liberal  party,  though  they 
have  not  had  the  courage  to  cut  themselves 
adrift  from  their  leaders.  They  are  wait- 
ing the  opportunity  to  slaughter  the  mea- 
sures of  the  Government,  supposing  those 
measures  do  not  satisfy  them.  We  must 
remember,  however,  that  they  have  but  re- 
cently comlnned  to  .put  the  Government  in 
office,  and  we  can  hardly  expect  them  to 
turn  it  out  again  after  so  short  an  interval. 
I  agree  with  the  honorable  member  fw 
Robertson,  who  is  one  of  the  dissatisfied 
Ministerialists,  in  considering  the  motion 
ill-timed.  It  should  have  been  field  back 
until  the  Government  had  committed  itself 
in  regard  to  its  measures.  It  is  too  early 
to  expect  disunion.  In  my  opinion,  it 
would  have  been  wiser,  not  onlv  not  to  have 
moved  the  motion  of  want  oif  confidence, 
but  also  not  to  discuss  the  Address-in- 
Reply  and  the  Ministerial  statement.  We 
should  have  insisted  on  the  Govemmait 
bringing  forward  measures.  When  Hs 
me.isures  are  brought  down,  disunion  will 
appear  in  the  ranks  of  the  Ministerialists. 
But  the  motion  having  been  moved,  I  most 
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vote  for  or  against  it,  or  refrain  from  vot- 
ing. I  cannot  v<^e  against  it,  and  thus 
express  confident  in  the  Ministry.  I 
thought  of  expressing  my  views  and  re- 
fraining from  voting;  but,  on  reflectitm,  I 
ooutd  see  no  reason  why,  having  declared 
that  I  had  no  confidence  in  the  Govern- 
ment, I  should  refrain  from  voting  accord- 
ingly. Therefore,  I  shall  vote  for  the 
motion.  Politically,  I  have  no  confidence 
in  the  Government.  I  say  "  politically  " 
because  the  references  -which  I  am  going  to 
make  to  honorable  members  opposite  have 
solely  a  political  bearing.  Let  us  consider 
the  personnel  of  the  Ministry  and  its  fol- 
lowers. Seven  out  of  ten  of  the  Ministers 
— six  out  of  eight  in  this  House — and 
thirty-two  out  of  fcMty-two  Ministerialists 
in  this  Chamber,  have  opposed  every^  mea- 
sure which  the  Prime  Minister  has  in  the 
past  asked  us  to  pass.  The  more  eager  he 
was  to  get  a  measure  passed,  the  more  pro- 
nounced were  they  in  their  opposition  to  it. 
That  fact  does  not  encourage  me  to  express 
confidence  in  the  Ministry.  Speaking  on 
the  27th  May,  I  referred  to  the  certainty 
of  one  or  other  of  the  sections  of  the  Coali- 
tion having  to  sacrifice  its  principles,  and  I 
expressed  pleasure  at  the  statement  in  the 
press  that  the  Liberal  section  would  rot  do 
so.  At  the  same  time,  I  said  that  I  had 
very  great  doubts  on  the  subject,  because  I 
did  not  think  that  the  other  section  would 
abandon  its  principles.  Referring  to  the 
question  of  numbers,  I  said  on  that  occa- 
sion— • 

I  vcntuie  to  say  that  the  result  will  be  that 
my  colleagues  will  endeavoui  to  cany  out  the 
principles  that  they  have  always  adhered  to 
and  whicti  they  bfliere  in,  bnt  will  fiod  tbem- 
sehres  reBtxained. 

I  regret  to  say  that  the  doubts  I  expressed 
then  have  been  more  than  confirmed.  When 
speaking  that  evening,  I  said  I  had  heard 
that  the  new  Government  was  to  be  com- 
posed of  Liberals  and  Oppositicm  members 
in  equal  numbers ;  but  it  is  not  an  equally 
balanced  Government.  It  has  been  propor- 
tionately formed.  It  is  certainly  true  that 
the  leader  used  to  belong  to  my  old  party, 
but  sevrai  out  of  the  ten  Ministers  are 
against  him.  What  does  it  matter  what 
sort  of  a  h<xse  you  have  leading  a  team,  or 
what  direction  he  wants  to  go  in,  if  seven 
out  of  the  ten  horses  are  pulling  in  the 
other  direction ;  and  what  hope  has  he  if, 
in  addition  to  that,  twenty-six  out  of  the 
thirty-two  drivers  are  driving  the  other  sevisn 
horses  in  that  opposite  direction?  In  sudi 
a  case  the  leader  can  have  no  diance.  There 
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is  the  m-erpowering  influence  of  numbers, 
and  the  effect  of  it  has  been  seen  from  the 
very  start.  Take  the  case  of  Australian 
defence.  In  the  Deakin  party,  we  always 
had  the  Prime  Minister's  pronounced  Aus- 
tralian defence  poliq  .  I  mig^it  remind  the 
House  that  whai  that  policy  was  an- 
notmced  during  the  last  night  of  our  sit- 
ting in  1907,  not  oae  of  those  in  the  Op- 
position comer,  the  Melbourne  representa- 
tives who  are  now  his  allies,  paid  him  the 
courtesy  of  attending  and  listening  to  him. 
and  he  delivered  that  speech  to  a  House 
containing  less  than  a  quorum.  He  had  a 
pronounced  Australian  defence  policy,  but 
the  carrying  of  it  out  has  now  been  handed 
over  to  its  bitterest  opponent,  the  present 
Minister  of  Defence.  They  have  also  sent, 
to  represent  the  Australian  defence  policy 
tt)  the  Old  Country,  another  bitter  oppcment 
of  it.  In  every  move  we  find  the  influence 
of  numbers.  The  sending  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  Brisbane  wa^  most  signi- 
ficant. Defence  is  not  supposed  to  be  a 
party  question,  and  the  Times,  according 
to  a  cablegtam  published  at  that  time, 
s.iid — 

It  would  be  rcgrctuble  if  the  Australasian 
delegates  to  the  Imperial  Defence  Conference 
in  July  next  were  not  representatives  of  a  united 

Parliament. 

It  is  indeed  most  legrettable  that  our  repre- 
sentative does  not  represent  a  united  I'ar- 
liament.  The  Age  at  that  time  rose  to  the 
occasion,  for,  after  all  its  condonnation 
of  the  Labour  party,  it  urged  the  Govern- 
ment to  send  Senator  Fearce  to  England 
also.  I  believe  that  if  the  Lib^al  secticui 
of  the  Cabinet  had  had  their  way,  they 
also  would  have  risen  to  the  occasion,  for 
reasons  that  I  will  give  later,  and  sent 
Senator  Pearce.  Then,  at  all  events,  we 
might  have  been  able  to  say  that  the  views 
of  both  sides  would  be  put  before  the  Con- 
ference, and  that  our  delegates,  taking  the 
Parliament  as  a  whole,  were  representative 
of  a  united  Parliament  Having  referred 
to  the  personnel  of  the  Ministry,  and  the 
want  of  any  prospect  of  confidence  in 
them,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  let  me  see 
what  their  policy  is.  During  the  recess, 
the  Prime  Minister  underwent  a  great  deal 
of  phvsical  and  mental  fatigue  in  going 
through  Tasmania,  New  South  Wales,  and 
Queensland,  propounding  the  Liberal  policy. 
The  best  report  of  his  meetings  which 
came  to  me  was  that  of  the  speech  he  de- 
livered at  Toowoomba.  He  there  took  flie 
trouble  of  specifying  the-A'arious  Jteads  of 
his  policy.  andDlpjoaeti^gor^O^I^Tiy  in 
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nearly  every  case  the  position  of  the  Labour 
party  and  of  the  then  Opposition 
with  regard  to  them.    He  said — 

First  of  all,  it  is  our  duty  to  uphold  the 
Federal  Union  of  Australia,  to  develop  national 
character  in  Australia,  and  to  fulfil  tbe  Im- 
perial   responsibilities   of  Australia. 

That  might  be  described  as  an  introduc- 
tion containing  general  sentiments  which 
everybody  might  be  prepared  to  indorse — 

Another  article  in  our  policy  is  assistance  to 
Protection,  not  in  proposing  a  new  revision 
of  the  Tariff,  for  we  have  just  passed  a 
Tariff  which,  with  all  iu  faults,  is  a  better 
expression  of  our  Protectionist  principles  than 
has  ever  been  put  before  the  people.  No 
doubt  anomalies  could  be  discovered  in  tbe  work- 
ing of  the  Tariff,  but  during  its  passage  through 
the  House,  with  tbe  cross-firing  of  parties,  it 
suffered  in  the  process.     Those  anomalies  re- 

ciuirc  to  be  remedied  We  believe 

that  it  is  our  duty,  as  a  party,  to  uphold  tbe 
Protectionist  system  in  the  interests  of  the  pro- 
ducers of  Australia.  We  added  to  that  Pro- 
tectionist Tariff  Uie  new  Protection^  which  se- 
cured to  the  employ^  fair  wages. 
He  then  compared  the  action  of  the  two 
other  parties— 

In  this  particular,  the  Prime  Minister  (Ur. 
Fisher)  proposes  to  go  a  great  deal  further 
than  that.  I  am  not  prepared,  until  we  see 
it  de6nitely  set  out,  to  sa^  how  far  he  is  pre- 
pared to  go,  but  Mr.  Fisher  appears  to  aim 
at  assuming  something  like  the  regulation  of 
the  whole  of  the  industrial  operations  of  the 
Commonwealth.  .  .  The  Opposition,  on 
the  other  hand,  in  the  matter  of  tbe  new  Pro- 
tection, appear  to  offer  us  nothing,  but  to 
promise  inquiry  and  persuasion  to  be  exercised 
by  the  Commonwealth  upon  the  States.  Judg- 
ing by  the  results  of  persuasion  in  the  past 
in  that  direction  the  prospects  were  not  ex- 
tremely hopeful.  As  another  essential  corollary 
to  Protection,  there  is  tbe  question  of  prefer- 
ential trade.  .  .  On  that  ...  the  Labour 
party    .  has  rot  made  any  pronounce- 

ment, and,  as  far  as  1  know,  is  divided  in 
its  opinion.  As  for  the  Opposition,  it  is  equally 
uncertain. 

He  referred  to  the  question  of  the  Northern 
Territory  agreement,  and  added — 

The  agreement  is  already  before  Parliament. 
Why  not  indorse  it,  and  at  once  ?  In 
respect  to  immigration,  as  far  as  my  memory 
serves  me,  he  (Mr.  Fisher)  was  actually  or 
practically  silent.  It  is  understood,  at  all 
events,  that  the  proposals  are  not  viewed  with 
enthusiasm,  and,  so  far  as  the  Opposition  is 
concerned,  it  seems  to  be  at  the  opposite  pole; 
it  appears  to  be  in  favour  of  the  indiscriminate 
bringing  of  immigrants  to  the  country  without 
provision  for  land  or  employment. 

On  the  question  of  the  establishment  of 

the  Federal  Agricultural  Bureau,  he  re- 
marked that — 

The  Opposition   look  with    a  good  deal  of 

suspicion  on  the  establishment  of  the  Dureau, 

because  it  will  supplement  the  existing  Agricul- 
tural Departments. 

Xr.  Wise. 


He  then  came  to  the  question  of  defence— 
and  this  is  the  point  to  which  I  referred 
when  I  spoke  about  Senator  Pearce— in 
these  words — 

The  question  of  the  day  ...  is  Defence.  .  -  . 
We  had  before  we  left  office  already  obtained 
the  sanction  of  the  House  to  steps'  .  .  .  Ut 
establish  a  cordite  factory  ...  an  ammu- 
nition factory  .  .  and  a  rifle  factory  in 
Australia.  .  Although  there   was  rame 

opposition  from  the  Opposition  ...  I  thbk 
there  is  none  now. 

As  I  said  before,  everything  that  be  pro- 
posed was  opposed  by  the  Opposition — 

The  Opposition  has  pledged  itself  to  univer- 
sal training  so  far  as  it  pertains  to  schooli, 
and  they  would  stop  short  at  tbe  cadets;  be- 
yond that  it  trusts  to  the  volunteer  movement. 
vVe,  on  the  other  hand,  have  proposed  .  .  . 
a  Bill  providing  for  the  training  of  the  whole 
of  the  schoolboys  as  cadets,  but  carrying  oi 
that  training  afterwards  among  our  young  mca 
to  the  threshold  of  manhood. 

Honorable  members  will  see  in  the  Minis- 
terial statement  that  the  significant  wwds. 
*' towards  manhood,"  are  used.  That  is 
a  drop  down  to  the  old  Opposition  policy. 
The  honorable  gentleman  continued — ' 

To  that  (the  Deakin)  policy  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter (Hr.  Fisher)  and  his  colleagues  have  gives 
their  cordial  indorsement,  and  there  are  certais 
improvements  in  extension  which  I  hope  we 
shall  be  able  to  carry.  So  that  on  this  questim, 
and  in  that  particular  direction,  we  are,  I  hope, 
advancing  towards  the  realization  of  our  par- 
ticular ideal. 

I  wonder  what  he  hopes  for  now  ?  He  has 
thrown  over  the  party  which  agreed  with 
him  on  that  question,  and  relies  now  upon 
the  party  which  was  then  opposed  to  him. 

Mr.  Hau. — Perhaps  they  are  all  con- 
v-ertcd. 

Mr.  WISE.— There  has  been  no  conw- 
si(Hi.  He  said,  with  regard  to  coastal  de* 
fence — 

It  was  my  privilege  when  in  London,  no* 
nearly  two  years  ago,  to  arrive  at  tbe  liada  of 

an  agreement  with  the  British  Admiralty  by 
means  of  which  they  were  to  advise  and  giw 
any  assistance  they  could  put  at  our  dispostl 
And  we  were  to  be  empowered  to  establi^ 
u  coastal  defence  of  our  own  in  small  vessels, 
with  a  flotilla  of  our  own,  manned  by  mes 
who  should  be  maintained  at  the  high  standani 
of  efficiency  of  the  British  Navy.  For  th«t 
coastal  defence,  which  was  part  and  is  part  of 
our  programme,  the  Labour  party  has  not  onlT 
given  its  indorsement,  but  has  even  exaggerated 
its  necessity  to  the  verge  of  maintaining  that 
there  our  sea  defence  should  end.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  Opposition,  by  every  means  io 
their  power,  have  belittled  the  proposals  fc 
Australia's  coastal  defence. 

Those  are  the  men  who  are  to  carry  out 
that  policy  now. 

Mr.  JosEPHD^QSiferQ^Ogfethat? 


Motion  of 
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Mr.  WISE. — The  honorable  member's 
present  chief  said  it  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber and  his  party. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  do  not  care.  He 
ought  to  apologize. 

Mr.  WISE. — Do  not  start  apotc^izing, 
because  there  will  be  no  time  for  anything 
else.    The  Prime  Minister  went  on — 

These  two  parties  are  on  tlie  opposite  ex- 
tremes in  regard  to  this.  .  .  It  has  always 
been  a  part  of  our  policy  to  remember 
that  the  safety  of  Australia  is  bound  up  with 
the  safety  of  the  other  Dominions  of  the  Em- 
jiire,  and  with  that  of  the  Mother  Countrj^. 
.  .  .  This  line  of  defence  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter puts  aside  as  tmnecesssry  or,  at  all  events, 
as  outside  our  seope  or  duty.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  Opposition  bare  gone  to  the  other 
extreme,  and  would  pour  the  whole  of  our  re- 
sources into  the  defence  of  the  high  sens,  to 
the  neglect  of  our  coastal  and  harbor  defence. 
So  our  policy  with  regard  to  this  matter  .  .  . 
lies  in  between  these  two. 

Heaven  only  knows  where  it  lies  now.  He 
refers  to  the  financial  issue — 

It  is  impossible  for  us  to  put  aside  the  ques- 
tion of  extra  defence  until  1911.  .  .  .  We 
require  to  hasten  with  our  coastal  defence, 
and  we  shall  re<)uire  to  show  our  sense  of  our 
own  heritage,  our  sense  of  impending  danger, 
by  contributing  something  to  the  defence  of 
the  Empire  on  the  high  seas. 

In  his  peroration,  he  went  back  to  the  ques- 
tion of  defence — 

We  cannot  afford  to  neglect  the  proposals  for 
defence.  I  indorse  all  the  Government's  pto- 
pcoaU  for  land  defence.  I  approve  of  the 
spirit — though  not  yet  speaking  of  the  form — 
of  their  coastal  and  harbor  defence.  Our  pro- 
posals were  precisely  the  same  in  character  and 
intent,  different  only  slightly  in  form.  I  ap- 
prove of  them  even  more  cordially  than  I  did 
those  of  our  own  Governmeat. 

And  yet,  if  the  Labour  Government  had 
been  left  in  office,  if  they  had  been  allowed 
to  bring  down  their  defence  policy,  as  they 
ou^t  to  have  been — a  policy  which,  if  they 
were  patriots,  they  would  have  submitted  at 
the  very  first  meeting  of  the  House — we 
should  by  this  time,  instead  of  wasting 
three  or  four  weeks  in  this  discussion,  pro- 
bably have  put  into  law  the  polic)'  which 
both  the  Liberals  and  the  Labour  party  ap- 
proved of.  To  show  the  regard  the  Prime 
Minister  had  for  his  policy  when  he  spoke 
at  Brisbane,  he  said- 
Genuine  parties  must  be  rooted  in  policy — 

And  he  pointed  to  the  success  of  his  party 
with  the  assistance,  generally,  of  the 
Labour  party.  In  fact,  ever  since  I  entered 
the  House  I  have  not  known  an^  measure 
passed  by  the  Liberal  party  without  the 
help  of  the  Labour  party.  More  than  that, 
just  about  the  begging  of  this  sesson,  a 


very  interesting  pamphlet  was  issued  by 
the  Minister  of  External  Affairs,  in  which 

he  set  out  the  whole  of  the  work  that  had 
been  accomplished  by  the  Deakin  Adminis- 
tration ;  and  it  appeared  that  ever^  mea- 
sure mentioned  had  been  passed  with  the 
help  of  the  Labour  party. 

Mr.  Chanter. — And  in  spite  of  the 
others  I 

Mr.  WISE. — And  in  spite  of  the  others. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Absolute  nonsense  I 

Mr.  WISE.— The  Prime  Minister,  at 
Brisbane,  went  on  to  say — 

So  far  as  the  [wlicy  of  the  party  with  which 
I  am  associated  is  concerned,  I  desire  that  it 
may  be  clearly  understood  from  the  outset  that 
it  represents  no  casual  collection  of  proposals, 
but  a  considered  and  vertebrate  policy,  and  that 
most  of  the  items  are  inseparable.  To  that 
policjr  we  have  committed  ourselves,  by  that 
policy  we  stand,  and  with  that  policy  if  we 
fall,  we  fall. 

There  was  great  cheering  in  which,  had 
I  been  there,  I  should  have  joined;  but  I 
am  sorry  to  say  that  the  Prime  Muuster 
is  not  falling  by  that  policy — 

You  will  see  that  we  regard  the  relations  of 
parties  to  policies  as  fundamental  and  perma- 
nent. 

I  might  say,  by  the  way,  that  if  this 
fusion  was  in  the  air  I  never  could  under- 
stand why  the  Prime  Minister  should  ex- 
haust himself  physically  and  mentally  by 
g<»ng  through  the  States  delivering  ad- 
dresses, seeing  af  the  very  time,  or  almost 
at  the  same  tune,  the  Minister  of  Defence 
was  touring  Queensland  expressing  dis- 
approval of  everything  said  by  the  Prime 
Minister.  The  whole  of  this  labour  might, 
I  think,  have  been  saved  ;  but,  at  any  rate, 
the  facts  point  conclusively  to  the  con- 
clusi(Mi  that  at  that  time  the  Prime  Minister 
had  no  idea  of  fusicm.  Having  seen  what 
the  policy  was — and  it  was  a  policy  I 
thoroughly  indorse — let  us  inquire  what 
happened  to  the  policy  when  it  was  fused. 
To  begin  with,  the  right  honorable  member 
for  East  Sydney,  whoi  interviewed  in 
Sydney,  said  he  approved  of  the  lines  of 
the  fusion,  and  that,  perhaps,  he  had  more 
to  forget  than  anybody  else  in  order  to 
bring  it  about.  I  do  not  know  whether 
there  is  to  be  any  price  for  that  forget- 
fulness.  I  have  already  shown  that  the 
Prime  Minister  regarded  the  whole  of  his 
policy  as  a  connected  policy,  and,  with  the 
exception  of  one  or  two  items,  inseparable. 
The  right  honorable  member  fw  East 
Sydney,  in  a  newspaper  interview  said — 

I  am  absolutely  convinced  of  the  wisdom 
and  patriotism  of  the  step.  The  basis  of  the 
alliance  is  limited  to  a  few  great  questions 
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Even  on  these  we  bavea't  much  more  thaa  a 
tkeletoD.  I  Uiink  the  negotiations  were  wise, 
and  I  think  the  baiu  is  one  on  which  the  mem- 
bers of  the  old  direct  Opposition  can  coD(ratii< 
late  themselves. 

1  agree  with  him  in  that — 

Every  Free  Trader  in  the  fusion  is  left  at 
liberty  to  fight  for  his  convictions,  if  any  pro- 
posal is  brought  forward  which  he  thinks  will 
raise  the  fiscal  controversy.  This  is  a  great 
climb  down  for  those  who  talked  of  admitting 
«s  into  the  ranks  of  the  Liberal  party. 

Let  us  see  what  the  skeletcm  is.  It  is 
rather  peculiar  that,  although  the  fusion 
was  effected  on  the  Wednesday,  the  bones 
of  the  skeleton  were  not  knocked  into  shape 
until  the  following  Friday.  The  Age  and 
the  Argus  published  particulars,  and  I  shall 
read  tnat  published  in  the  Age.  There 
was  a  mistake  in  the  Argus  account,  though 
it  was  corrected  the  following  day.  The 
Age  report  was — 

The  policy  basis  of  the  union  of  three  wings 
of  the  newly  created  Parliamentary  Liberal 
party  was  yesterday  made  available  for  publica- 
tion by  Mr.  Alfred  Deakin  and  Mr.  Joseph 
Cook.  It  is  confined  to  the  four  planks,  which 
had  to  be  adjusted  by  the  recent  conferences 
between  the  three  leaders  and  the  discussions 
in  the  separate  group  meetings. 

I  do  not  know  when  they  were  discussed  in 
separate  group  meetings ;  but  it  must  have 
been  after  the  fusion  was  effected,  because 
I  never  heard  them  discussed. 

The  following  is  the  text ; — 
The  Tamff. 

I.  No  interference  with  the  Protectionist 
policy  of  the  present  Customs  Tariff,  or  tn 
rectifying  anomalies. 

The  New  Protection. 

3.  An  amendment  of  the  Constitution  to  en- 
able n  State  Wages  Board  or  Arbitration  Court 
to  refer  to  the  Inter-Statc  Commission  for  ad- 
justment any  unfair  competitive  rates  or  con- 
ditions existmg  in  another  State,  whether  aris- 
ing from  the  absence  of  such  Boards  and 
Cmirts,  or  from  their  decisions.  In  federalizing 
unfairly  competitive  rates  and  conditions,  the 
later-State  Commission  shall  take  account  of 
the  value  of  wages  and  of  surrounding  condi- 
tions. No  amendment  of  the  Constitution  will 
be  sought  should  all  the  States  authorize  the 
Commonwealth  to  legislate  to  this  extent  under 
the  Constitution,  Section  51,  sub-section  37.  The 
States  to  be  invited  to  take  this  course  without 
delay. 

AlISTHAUAN  Dr.raN-CE. 
3.  To  develop  the  Australian  Naval  and  Mili- 
tary Forces,  with  the  advice  and  assistance  of 
the   Admiralty   and   War  Office,   by   means  of 
universal  training,  commenced  in  the  schools — 

There  is  nothing  even  about  manhood 
here — 

and  a  Commonwesltii  coastal  defence,  and  also 
to  recognise  our  Imperial  responsibilities. 
Mr.  Wiu. 


Fedekal  and  Sxate  FnfAMcs. 
4.  Pending  the  preparation  of  a  complete 
scheme  adjusting  the  future  financial  relations 
of  the  Commonwealth  and  the  States,  an  in- 
terim arrangement  to  be  proposed,  under  whid* 
the  Customs  and  Excise  revenue  of  the  Com- 
monwealth shall  be  dealt  with. 
That  was  the  skeleton;  and  it  is  certainly 
a  skeletOT  of  bones  which  are  very  dry, 
and  some  of  which  there  is  no  attempt 
made  to  cover  with  flesh.  For  instance,  there 
is  no  attempt  to  put  any  flesh  on  the  first — 
the  new  Protection.  Here  is  what  the  right 
honorable  member  for  East  Sydney  said— 

Before  the  fusion  the  Free  Traders  in  the 
direct  Opposition  requested  Mr.  Joseph  Cook 
to  make  our  position  under  the  clause  perfectly 
clear  to  Mr.  Deakin.  We  pointed  out  that  if 
an  alteration  in  the  Tariff  was  proposed  which 
raised  the  fifcal  issue  as  between  Free  Traders 
and  Protectionists,  that  we  Free  Traders  held  out. 
selves  perfectW  free  to  vote  according  to  our 
convictions.  To  make  assurance  doubly  sure, 
when  the  united  party  met,  1  then  defined  our 
position  again  before  the  whole  of  the  mem. 
bers  of  the  new  party.  I  pointed  out  to  thea 
that  it  would  be  most  nndciinble  to  leave  uiy 
room  for  future  recriminations  as  to  the  (10. 
servance  or  non.observance  of  the  basts  of  fusion. 
I  told  them  that  it  must  be  understood  dis- 
tinctly that  in  becoming  members  of  the  new 
party  we  have  agreed  to  a  fiscal  truce,  and  if 
the  Tariff  question  is  re-opened  to  rectify  any 
alleged  anomalies — 

"  Alleged 

we  have  reserved  our  right  to  vote  in  accord- 
ance with  our  own  convictions  and  those  of  our 
constituents. 

Now  listen  to  the  words  concerning  the 
fiscal  truce — 

The  fiscal  truce  is  not  to  last  only  during 
the  present  Parliament,  but  during  the  next  one. 

We  come  now  to  some  of  the  bones  which 
are  to  be  partly  covered  with  fle^,  though 
it  will  be  flesh  into  which  the  GovemroenI 
will  never  breathe  the  breath  of  life.  We 
Liberals  were  flattered  at  the  otuset  by 
being  tc^d  that  the  Deakin  policy  had  been 
accepted  by  the  Cook  party.  Pmonally,  I 
expressed  my  doubts  as  to  this  when  I  first 
spoke ;  and  I  shall  read  here  the  opinion 
of  a  gentleman,  who.  independent  and 
attached  to  no  party,  is  intrusted  with  the 
responsible  duty  of  cabling  to  the  Old 
Country  what  he  believes  to  be  the  general 
effect  of  events  here.  A  telegram  from  the 
Times  correspondent  here,  appeared  in  that 
publication  of  28th  May  as  follows: — 

Mr.  Cook  has  accepted  Uie  Dealdn  policy  *'oB 
condition  of  the  postponement,  on  one  excuse 
or  another,  of  all  the  principal  planks." 

That  is  borne  out  right  through — it  is  ex- 
actly the  position.    That  is  the  great  C<jn- 

ser^'ative  trump  card  ^^iUU.$V1^- 

the  Consenativ£fei'gaftbii}E#(^[rJglg,t  thdr 
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own  policy  they  will  block  the  other  party 
itom  carrying  out  theirs,  because,  while 
there  is  delay,  there  is  always  a  chance  of 
something  happening.  An  illustration  of 
this  was  found  in  connexicxi  with  the  selec- 
tion of  Dalgety  as  the  Federal  Capital  site. 
If  we  had  gone  to  a.  vote  <xi  that  faax)us 
-day  of  the  postal  crisis,  Dalgety  would 
have  been  the  selected  site  to  this  day ; 
indeed,  it  would  have  been  had  we  gCMie 
to  the  ballot  forty-eight  hours  befcwe  we 
did.  But  there  was  delay ;  and  the  ex- 
pected did  happen — the  opponents  of  the 
site  won  the  day.  On  the  questicm  of  new 
Protection  in  1907,  the  Deakin  Govem- 
inent  laid  a  memorandum  on  the  table  ex- 
pressing their  views.  I  think  I  am  right 
in  regalrding  this  as  a  well-thought-out 
tnemorandum,  embodying  the  views  of  the 
whole  of  the  Government  of  the  day.  It 
•contained  the  following: — 

These  proposals,  to  some  extent,  covet  the 
ffround  that  is  already  occupied  by  legislatioo 
in  some  of  the  States.  Every'  exercise  of 
power  by  the  ComouMiwealth,  in  matters  io 
■which  CcMnnioawealth  and  States  have  concur- 
rent authority,  must  be  subject  to  this  condi- 
tion. The  co-operation  of  the  States  Govern- 
ments is  most  desirable  in  every  aspect ;  but 
the  Commonwealth  cannot  i^ore  its  obligations, 
so  far  as  the  Constitution  allows,  to  secure 
«quitaUe  and  uniform  industrial  conditions  io 
all  the  induitiies  which  come  within  the  range 
of  its  fiscal  legislation.  The  proposals  for  re- 
quiting the  maintenance  of  fair  and  reason- 
able conditions  in  protected  industries  are  sim- 
ply a  corollary  to  the  power  of  imposing  pro- 
tective duties.  To  restrict  the  powers  of  the 
Commonwealth  to  the  mere  imposition  of  these 
duties,  while  the  conditions  under  which  the 
manufacture  of  protected  articles  is  carried  on 
•difleis  so  widely  in  the  different  States,  would 
be  to  permit  inequality,  discrimination,  and  dis- 
cord. The  ideal  of  the  Constitution  is  equality 
and  uniformity  in  all  national  matters.  With 
that  end,  it  prohibits  the  imposition  of  taxation 
in  such  a  way  as  to  discriminate  between  States 
or  parta  of  States.  The  ideal  can  hardly  be 
realized  if  uniformity  of  Protection  is  coupled 
with  wide  diversity  m  the  conditions  of  manu- 
facture. EfFective  and  useful  as  States  indus- 
trial laws  have  in  many  cases  proved,  their 
'Operation  is  circumscribed  by  State  boundaries. 
And  it  can  hardly  be  claimed  for  them  that 
they  either  do  or  can  secure  uniformity  in  the 
cunditions  of  manufacture  throughout  Australia. 
No  authority  but  the  Commonwealth  Parliament 
can  do  this,  and  the  attempt  to  do  it,  in  the 
way  that  has  been  outlined,  is  in  fullest  har- 
mony with  the  Federal  aims  and  character  of 
the  Constitution. 

After  the  matter  had  lx;en  thought  over  for 
twelve  months,  another  memorandum  was 
laid  befwe  the  House,  in  which  the  follow- 
ing occurred :  — 

As  the  power  to  protect  the  manufacturer  is 
national,  it  follows  that  tmless  the  Parliament 


of  the  Commonwealth  also  acquiries  power  to 
secure  fair  and  reasonable  conditions  of  em- 
ployment to  wage-eamers,  the  policy  of  Pro- 
tection must  remain  incomplete.  The  object  of 
the  proposed  amendment  of  the  Constitution 
will  be  to  endow  the  Parliament  of  the  Com- 
monwealth with  a  grant  of  power  to  do  economic 
justice  in  protected  industries,  with  due  regard 
to  the  unity  of  the  Commonwealth  and  the 
diversity  of  local  circumstances. 

And  then  followed  the  two  clauses  which  it 
was  proposed  should  be  added  to  section 
5r  of  the  C(HistituticHi : — 

The  employment  and  remuneration  of  labour 
in  anv  industry  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Inter>State  Commission,  is  protected  by  duties 
of  Customs. 

The  grant  to  the  Inter-State  Commission,  and 
its  members  of  such  powers  of  regulation,  ad- 
judication, and  administration  as  the  Parlia- 
ment deems  necessary  for  giving  effect  to  any 
laws  made  in  pursuance  of  the  last  preceding 
paragraph  subject  to  such  review,  if  any,  as  the 
Parliament  prescribes. 

What  does  the  Prime  Minister  now  propose 
to  do?  He  pr(^x>ses  to  wait  on  the  States, 
although  wt^  speaking  at  Tooworanba  he 
said  that — 

Judging  by  the  results  of  "persuasion"  in  the 
past  m  that  direction  the  prospects  were  not 
estreraely  hopeful. 

He  had  then  so  little  hope  of  obtaining 
anything  from  the  States  in  this  regard 
that  he  did  not  propose  to  attempt  to  try ; 
but  he  now  goes  back  upon  the  contem- 
plated amendment  of  the  Constitution,  and 
proposes  to  wait  on  the  States.  The  hcm- 
orable  gentleman,  speaking  at  Toowoomba, 
said — 

The  Opposition,  on  the  other  band,  in  the 
matter  of  the  new  Protection  appear  to  offer  us 
nothing  but  to  promise  inquiry  and  persuasion 
to  be  exercised  by  the  Commonwealth  upon  the 

States. 

The  Age,  which  in  past  years  wait  unmis- 
takably, on  every  occasion,  for  the  out- 
and-out  Liberal  policy  with  all  the  vigotir 
that  it  could  bring  to  bear,  did,  with  like 
vigour,  its  utmost,  in  season  and  out  of 
season,  to  denounce  the  projected  Coalition. 
It  is  now  giving  it  its  lukewarm  support,  and 
does  not  fail  to  point  out  the  extent  to  which 
the  policy  of  the  fusion  is  falling  short  of 
the  old  Liberal  proposals.  Dealing  with  this 
particular  question,  it  savs — 

The  Inter-State  Commission  is  also  designed  to 
take  the  place  of  Parliament  in  safeguarding 
the  wage  rate  of  the  various  States.  Ministers 
are  endeavourioy  to  arrange  with  the  States  to 
j,'et  their  consent  to  the  operation  of  this  Com- 
mission. Tliis  is  the  modiTied  form  of  the  new 
I'roteclion  arrived  ^t  by  the  Coalition  Govern- 
ment. Tfie  obiect  is  to  avoid  .in  amendment  of 
the  Constitution  Act  givini*  4.he  Commonwealth 

Ihift"^"''"''^'  '""^'i^ti^e^^/^^^^*^ 
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Then  again  we  have  it  stating  in  regard 
to  the  Govenunent's  scheme  for  dealing 
with  industrial  questions — 

It  may  be  readily  admitted  that  this  method 
is  inferior  to  a  direct  appeal  to  the  people  to 
nmead  the  Coastttutioa. 

That  is  the  most  that  the  Agt  can  say  at  pre- 
sent for  the  Government  scheme.  The  most 
serious  drawback  to  the  proposal  to  consult 
the  States — the  very  poison  in  it — is  the 
delay  that  it  necessarily  involves.  What 
does  it  assutne?  It  assumes  that  six 
State  Ministries  and  twelve  State  Houses 
of  Parliament  will  have  to  consider  the 
subject.  They  must  certainly  have  time  to 
consider  it  judiciously,  and  we  cannot  ex- 
pect them,  at  the  request  of  the  C<xnmon- 
wealth,  to  lay  aside  other  important  busi- 
ness, and  to  pass  the  necessary  enabling 
Bills  without  any  serious  discussion.  If 
we  are  to  allow  them  a  Teas<Hiable  timi: 
to  do  this,  is  it  too  much  to  say  that  at  least 
six  months  must  elapse  before  these  six 
Ministries  and  twelve  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment can  deal  with  the  question  ? 

Mr.  Roberts. — Six  years. 

Mr.  WISE.— I  think  that  we  should  say 
that  they  had  dealt  with  the  matter  very 
quickly  if,  at  the  end  of  six  months,  we 
obtained  their  answer  to  the  Government 
[HToposal.  If  we  do  not  obtain  it  before 
the  end  of  the  year  this  Parliament  w^ill 
have  been  dissolved,  and  we  shall  lose  the 
chance  of  taking  a  referendum  on  the  pro- 
posed amendment  of  the  Constitution  at  the 
forthcoming  general  election.  In  other  words, 
the  great  policy  of  delay  will  have  con- 
quered, and  new  Protection  will  be  shelved 
for  at  least  three  years.  That,  to  my 
mind,  is  the  sting  in  the  whole  of  this  part 
of  the  Government's  programme.  Then  we 
come  to  the  question  of  defence.  I  have 
already  quoted  some  remarks  made  by  the 
Prime  Minister  at  Toowoomba  as  showing 
the  importance  (hat  he  attached  to  the  sub- 
ject. We  *mu5t  all  be  seized  of  its  import- 
ance. But  how  lOTig  is  Australia  grang  to 
tolerate  what  I  may  describe  as  the  crim- 
inal neglect  of  the  Federal  Legislature 
•n  putting  off  from  year  to  year  the  settle- 
ment of  the  question?  We  are  told  over 
.nnd  over  again  that  even  had  we  started 
in  1 901  we  should  not  have  had  too  much 
time  to  complete  our  defences  before  the 
enemy  may  be  at  our  gates.  Yet  here  we  are 
in  1909  practically  no  further  forward  than 
we  were  in  1901.  We  have  had  one  or 
two  defence  policias  submitted  to  the  Par- 
liament; we  have  had  sulxnitted  to  us  a 
policy  upon  which  both  the  Liberal  and 


the  Labour  parties  were  united,  and  whidir 
had  they  chosen,  they  could  have  adopted. 
But  the  whole  question  is  cxioe  Vnore  bung 
up,  and  we  can  expect  practically  no  de- 
6nite  defence  policy  during  the  present 
session.  What  I  expect  is  that  the  defence 
policy  will  still  be  *'  under  consideration  " 
when  our  treaties  with  Eastern  countries 
are  determined  and  the  enemy  is  at  our 
gates.  I  ocMne  now  to  the  question  of 
our  financial  relations  with  the  States,  nm- 
cerning  which  the  Age  writes  of  the  Minis- 
terial policy — 

We  are  told  that  a  "  temporary  arrange- 
ment "  is  to  be  made  with  the  States  for  a 
modined  scheme  of  distributing  the  Customs 
revenue.  But  that,  of  course,  really  mean» 
nothing,  because  it  depends  on  the  States,  which 
have  50  far  refused  all  arraagemeot. 

Referring  to  the  Labour  party's  statement 
that  they  had  grave  misgivings  as  to  what 
would  be  the  adjustment  of  the  finances 
effected  by  the  Coalition,  the  Age  says 
*'  There  are  reasons  for  those  misgivings." 
Here  again  we  are  confronted  with  the 
great  policy  of  delay.  As  showing  how 
this  questi<m  of  delay  comes  in,  let  roe 
quote  what  the  Prime  Minister  said  in 
this  House  a  few  days  ago  as  to  the  pro- 
posed temporary  arrangement — 

As  the  suggestion  to  attempt  in  the  short 
time  at  our  disposal  this  sesiioD  to  prepare 
an  amendment  of  the  Constitution,  if  that 
were  necessary,  or  even  to  pass  a  measure  em. 
bodying  a  final  and  permanent  settlement  of  the 
fiaancial  relations  of  the  Commonwealth  and  the 
States,  would  be  beyond  our  powers,  even  if  we 
had  nothing  else  except  an  Appropriation  Bill, 
an  interim  arrangement  must  be  made.  We  need 
the  most  careful  and  thorough'  investigation  on 
all  sides  of  this  problem,  especially  when  it  it 
taken  in  connexion  with  the  existing  loan  obli- 
gations of  the  States  and  the  financial  future  of 
the  Commonwealth.  In  order  to  meet  this  diffi- 
culty and  to  aUow  an  advance  towards  a  fioal 
settlement,  a  scheme  is  being  prepared  by  the 
present  Treasurer  that  will  enable  us  to  make 
an  interim  arrangement  for  a  period  as  long 
as  will  be  necessary  to  permit  the  vaster  financial 

firoblem  to  be  studied.  .  .  It  will  be  'for  Par- 
iament  to  determine  how  long  it  shall  prevail. 
I  have  mentioned  five  years  from  the  present 
time,  to  allow  the  whole  problem  to  be  fully 
discussed,  and  remitted  finally-  to  the  people 
at  a  general  election.  That  will  a'low  a  margin 
of  time  to  put  the  scheme  into  form. 

A  little  later  on  the  honorable  gentleman 
said  that  the  scheme  had  yet  to  be  shaped 
by  the  Treasurer.  It  is,  to  say  the  least, 
extraordinary  that  a  delay  of  five  years 
should  be  necessary  to  enable  the  subject 
to  be  considered  in  all  its  details.  I  was 
under  the  impresam  that  every  Federal 
MinLstrv  that  we  have  b^d^-^Ad-iiiwsitlaed 
it.    Did  not  SiP'9itfe^i3^^SfiGK'Vith  the 
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consent  of  the  present  Prime  Minister, 
sutsnit  a  scheme  to  this  Parliament?  He 
asked  for  no  further  thae  to  consider  the 
matter.  He  brought  down  a  scheme,  and 
was  {Kepared  to  give  efiect  to  it,  if  it  were 
approved.  Did  not  the  present  Treasurer, 
as  a  member  of  the  late  Deakin  Govern- 
ment, also  submit  a  scheme?  The  right 
honorable  member  did  not  ask  for  five 
years  more  in  which  to  consider  it.  He 
was  ready  with  a  scheme  which  he  believed 
to  be  a  good  and  sufficient  one.  Then, 
again,  the  honorable  member  for  Hume,  as 
Treasurer  in  the  Deakin  Government, 
brought  down  last  year  another  scheme,  in 
■which  we  had  the  following  statement — 

Whatever  arrangements  are  finally  made,  X 
think  that  we  mav  lay  this  down  as  a  fixed  prin- 
ciple that  these  two  operations,  the  taking  over 
of  the  debts  and  the  distribution  of  future  sur- 
pluses to  the  Stales,  must  be  taken  together.  .  . 
In  the  year  191 1  the  whole  of  the  Customs  and 
Excise  revenue  will  be  at  the  absolute  disposal 
of  the  Commonwealtl),  and  I  feel  strongly  

This  was  the  vcwce  of  the  Ministry — 
that  the  greatest  effort  of  which  we  are  possible 
must  be  made  to  have  this  matter  satisfactorily 
settled  before  that  time  arrives. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  was  speaking 
with  the  concurrence  of  the  Prime  Minister. 

Mr.  WISE. — Of  course,  the  hcwiorable 
member  must  have  been  speaking  with  the 
concurrence  of  the  whole  Government. 
There  was  no  request  then  for  further  time 
for  considerati«»i.  The  Deakin  Govern- 
ment were  then  prepared  to  urge  the  adop- 
tion of  their  schieme  before  1911.  The  hon- 
orable member  for  Hume  criticised  the 
scheme  previously  sulxnitted  hy  the  right 
honorable  member  for  Swan,  saying- 
It  appears  to  me  that  this  scheme  (Sir  John 
Forrest's)  had  the  same  fatal  objection  as  that 
proposed  by  Sir  George  Turner.  It  was  merely 
temporary.  It  provided  that  (he  finances  of 
the  Commonwealth  and  the  States,  as  regarded 
the  payment  of  surpluses  and  the  payment  of 
interest  and  redemption  of  debts,  would  be 
inextricably  connected  for  a  very  long  period 
of  time.  ...  I  have  been  able  to  find 
what  I  consider  is  essential  in  this  regard  in 
one  paper  only,  that  contributed  by  the  Hon. 
Robert  Harper,  M.P.  I  have  therefore  adopted 
his  main  principle  in  order  to  effect  an  early 
and  complete  severance  between  the  Common- 
wenlth  and  State  finances.  I  feel  confident 
that  unless  this  is  done  there  will  be  unending 
trouble  in  the  future. 

The  present  Prime  Minister  expected  me, 
as  one  of  his  party  last  year,  to  assist  in 
carrying  into  effect  the  scheme  then  sub- 
mitted, and  if  the  opportunity  had  offered 
I  was  prepared  to  do  sa  He  now  tells 
us  that  it  was  wholly  a  temporary  arrange- 
ment ;  that,  so  far  f nnn  bdng  able  to  settle 


the  problem  now,  another  five  years  is  re- 
quired for  its  consideration.  The  pro- 
posal for  delay,  I  am  satisfied,  comes  frOTi 
the  Cook  section  of  the  Cabinet.  The 
financial  retaticm  of  the  States  and  the  Com- 
monwealth is  the  most  important  of  all 
the  questicHis  that  engage  our  attention. 
Until  we  have  settled  it  we  can  never  hope 
to  have  done  with  friction  as  to  the  right:, 
of  the  States,  and  until  we  have  done  with 
the  question  of  State  rights  the  Federation 
will  never  progress.  It  is  the  pivot  on 
which  every  other  Federal  question  turns. 
So  long  as  the  States  can  hamper  and  tie 
up  the  Commonwealth,  so  long  will  they 
endeavour  to  do  so.  The  change  that  has 
taken  place  in  the  views  of  the  people  on 
the  question  of  Federation  is,  to  say  the 
least,  singular.  During  the  Federal  cam- 
paign in  the  several  States  the  Conserva- 
tives were  the  strongest  supporters  of  Fede- 
ration, whilst  its  strongest  opponents  were 
the  Labour  party.  To-day,  however,  the 
strtxigest  supporters  of  the  States  are  the 
Conservative  party,  and  the  staunchest  sup- 
porters of  the  Ccwmnonwealth  are  the 
Labour  party.  What  was  respwisible  for 
the  change? 

Mr.  Fairbairn. — ^We  wish  to  maintain 
an  honorable  bargain. 

Mr.  WISE. — The  reason  is  that  when 
Federation  was  advocated  the  Conservatives 
thought  that  in  the  Commonwealth  Parlia- 
ment they  would  be  the  "  top  dog,"  and 
when  they  found  that  they  were  not,  they 
proceeded  to  favour  the  States.  We  now 
hear  them  constantly  decrying  the  Federa- 
titxi,  and  bolstering  up  the  States.  I  see 
no  reason — save  the  disunion  in  the  Go- 
vernment ranks:  the  fact  that  the  State 
Rights  people  have  the  upper  hand — why 
we  should  not  be  asked  now  to  carry  into 
effect  the  scheme  submitted  last  year  by 
the  Deakin  Government.  We  could  carry 
it,  and  it  would  be  carried  in  this  House 
if  it  were  put  forward  by  the  present 
Government,  since  the  support  of  the 
Liberals  on  this  side  of  the  House  and  of 
the  Labour  party  is  assured. 

Mr.  King  O'Malley.  —  It  piles 
millions  on  to  Victoria. 

Mr.  WISE.— Victoria,  like  the  rest  of 
Australia,  has  to  give  up  something  for  the 
benefit  of  Federation.  Above  all  things, 
we  have  to  be  Nationalists  and  Federalists. 
With  me,  Australia  comes  first  in  this 
House,  and  the  States  second. 

Mr.  Fairbairn. — Would  ^tltt  honorable 
member  give  av^tis^y^ij^^^^? 
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Mr.  WISE.— I  have  given  away  nothing 
in  that  matter.    I   have  stood  by  the 

C<mstitution.  I  have  said  on  all  platforms 
that  it  was  part  of  the  Federal  bargain 
that  the  Capital  should  be  in  New  South 
Wales,  and  that  it  should  be  established  at 
an  early  date. 

Mr.  PovNT{Mi. — It  was  the  fusion  that 
gave  it  away. 

Mr.  WISE.— Quite  so.  I  shall  not  dis- 
cuss that  matter  further,  although  I  must 
say  that  I  have  very  grave  misgivings  when 
I  recall  the  answer  made  by  way  of  inter- 
jection, by  the  Minister  of  Home  Affairs, 
to  the  statement  made  in  this  House  a  few 
days  ago  by  the  honorable  member  for 
New  England  that  the  Government  were 
now  making  the  Seat  of  Government  Bill  a 
Government  measure.  The  honorable 
gentleman  made  the  doubtful  reply,  "  We 
are  going  to  carrv  out  the  will  of  the 
House."  I  hope  that  it  is  not  going  to  be 
made  a  Government  measure.  If  it  is,  it 
will  meet  with  opposition  as  bitter  as  has 
ever  been  seen  in  this  Chamber.  The  late 
Deakin  Government  did  not  make  it  a  Go- 
vernment measure. 

Mr.  Coon. — But  the  Labour  Government 
did. 

Mj.  wise. — The  Labour  Government 
had  not  an  opportunity  to  do  so.  We 
ought  to  object  as  strongly  as  possible  to 
delay  in  the  settlement  of  the  financial 
relations  of  the  States  and  the  Common- 
wealth. Let  us  remove  as  soon  as  we  can 
all  causes  of  friction  between  them.  In 
America  it  took  many  years,  the  expendi- 
ture of  millions  of  money,  and  the  loss  of 
tens  of  thousands  of  lives,  to  settle  the  re- 
lative positions  <rf  the  States  and  the  Fed- 
eration. Every  citizen  of  Australia  has 
a  duty  to  his  State  and  a  duty  to  the  na- 
tion, but  the  State  Rights  people  will  not 
realize  what  the  civil  war  in  America  was 
needed  to  demonstrate,  that  the  paramount 
duty  of  the  citizen  is  to  his  nation,  and  his 
subordinate  duty  to  his  State.  If  we  bring 
pressure  to  bear  to  secure  the  settlement  of 
the  financial  question,  we  shall  get  rid  of 
the  chief  cause  of  friction.  In  this  we 
should  have  the  support  of  the  honorable 
member  fOT  Memda,  who  pointed  out, 
when  explaining  it,  that  his  scheme  was  as 
fair  a  one  as  the  States  can  expect  to  get. 
I  remember  hearing  some  one  say  at  the 
rime  that  those  representing  the  States  were 
fools  not  to  accept  it,  because  they  would 
never  get  a  better  offer.  Every  offer  made 
wnce  has  been  worse  than  its  predecessor^ 


because  the  d^ands  on  the  Conmcxiwealtb 
revenue  are  increasing. 

Ml.  PovNTON. — The  Age  says  now  that 
;^5,ooo,ooo  per  annum  should  be  the 
maximum  sum  returned  to  the  States. 

Mr.  WISE. — I  am  very  anxious  to  learo 
what  interim  'arrangement  is  to  be  pro- 
posed. Is  the  Comm(xiwealth  going  to  in- 
sist upon  retaining  more  than  tvie-fourth 
of  the  Custons  and  Excise  revenue,  or  is 
it,  notwithstanding  that  it  has  been  starving 
its  Departm^ts  to  such  an  extent  that  it 
now  needs  ^2,000,000  to  put  the  Post 
Office  alone  in  a  proper  position,  going  to 
return  to  the  States  more  than  it  cao 
afford  to  part  with,  and  borrow  money  to 
meet  its  own  proper  expenditure?  I  hope 
that  it  will  not  do  the  latter.  If  any  pro- 
posed interim  arrangement  will  not  be  bet- 
ter than  that  which  now  exists,  the  Brad- 
don  provision  should  be  left  alone.  It  does 
not  expire,  as  some  persons  seem  to  think; 
it  has  force  until  Parliament  chooses  to 
amend  it.  I  hope  that  in  any  arrange- 
ment with  the  States,  care  will  be  taken  to 
provide  that  the  Commonwealth  shall  retain 
sufficient  revenue  for  the  legitimate  needs  of 
its  Departments.  In  the  past  we  have  paid 
to  the  States  millicKis  more  that  they  w«e 
entitled  to.  It  becomes  a  qnesti<m  whether 
the  Cook  section  of  the  CoaliticHi  has 
gained  the  victory.  I  think  that,  as  the 
Times  correspondent  has  pmnted  oat,  it 
has  accepted  the  policy  of  the  Liberals  00 
condition  of  the  postponement,  for  one  rea- 
son and  another,  of  all  the  prominait 
planks  in  that  policy.  That  is  the  pria 
paid  for  the  fusion.  The  Liberal  poIiCT 
which  I  have  supported  in  this  Parliament 
has  been  abandoned.  The  Liberals  have 
been  knocked  on  the  head,  or  drugged,  by 
the  Conservatives,  into  a  politi(^  sleep 
trcm  which  their  enemies  hope  they  will 
never  awaken.  Why  has  this  happened? 
The  reason  given  for  the  fusion  is  that  it 
was  needed  to  defeat  the  Labour  parti . 
whose  defeat,  as  the  Age  points  out,  in- 
volves the  partial  defeat  of  the  cause  of 
progress.  I  would  not  mind  it  so  much 
if  I  thought  that  it  meant  only  the  partial 
defeat  of  that  cause.  I  am  afraid  that  it 
is  a  much  more  serious  matter.  The  Lib- 
eral party  has  iwactically  been  wiped  out 
of  existence.  The  Liberals  have  handed 
themselves  over,  body  and  soul,  to  their 
enemies,  and  must  go  to  the  next  dection 
seeking  the  return,  not  of  Liberals,  but  of 
fusionists,  of  whcan  the  majority  will  be 
oppcsed  to  Liberalism.    I  come  now  to  » 
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subject  about  which  there  may  be  great  dif- 
ference of  opinion.  Having  been  a  Lib- 
eral and  Progressive  from  my  boyhood, 
nothing  has  caused  me  greater  regret  than 
the  division  of  the  Liberal  part)-.  I  re- 
member that  in  the  sixties  and  seventies  it 
was  united,  and,  as  the  result,  Vict<via 
was  then  far  ahead  of  the  re^  of  Australia 
in  progressive  legislation. 

Mr.  Fairbaikn. — Naturally. 

Mr.  WISE'.— While  I  remember  that 
time,  I  doubt  if  the  bcmorable  member 
does.  Certainly  those  with  whom  he  asso- 
ciates were  bitterly  opposed  to  tHe  legisla- 
tion of  which  I  speak.  That  period  was 
followed  by  the  Coalition  period,  when 
the  ship  of  State  got  into  the  doldrums, 
and  stagnation  followed.  Subsequently  the 
Labour  party  started,  and  from  that  day 
to  this  we  have  had  colourless  legislation 
in  Victoria,  and,  I  believe,  in  some  of  the 
other  States.  I  wonder  that  the  Labour 
party  insists  upon  perpetuating  the  division 
in  the  Liberal  ranks. 

Mr.  Faisbaibn. — Is  the  tegislaticn  which 
brought  the  Wages  Boards  into  existence 
colourless  ? 

Mr.  WISE. — No.  But  the  institution 
of  Wages  Boards  was  bitterly  opposed  by 
some  who  now  extol  it,  in  the  fear  that 
if  they  did  not  they  might  get  something 
worse.  Sir  Alexander  Peacock,  in  fight- 
ing for  the  establishment  of  Wages 
Board.s,  had  to  meet  the  opposition  of  all 
the  forces  of  Conservatism.  Years  ago  we 
wexe  told  by  the  Argus  that  the  adoption 
of  an  eight-hour  day  would  ruin  Australia. 
Now  that  journal  supports  the  eight-hour 
cause.  Similarly,  we  were  told  that  the 
White  Australia  doctrine  would  ruin  this 
country.  Now  the  Argus  tells  us  that 
White  Australia  is  not  a  doctrine  of  local 
politics,  but  rather  the  local  expression  of 
an  ineradicable  instinct  possessed  by  the 
whole  of  Europe.  We  were  told  that  tha 
deportation  of  the  kanakas  would  result  in 
cruelty,  murder,  and  bloodshed  in  the 
islands ;  but  nothing  of  that  sort  has  taken 
place.  We  were  told  that  the  Wageb 
Boards  would  cause  ruin;  now  thev  are 
extolled  by  those  who  exposed  their  insti- 
tution. It  is  nonsense  to  talk  of  dividin;.; 
the  people  into  Labourites  and  anti- 
Labourites.  The  proper  division  of  human 
minds  is  into  Liberal  and  Conservative.  A 
Liberal  is  always  seeking  to  improve  the 
condition  of  his  fellow-beings.  He  is  eager 
for  change,  in  order  that  something  better 
than  the  present  may  come  about.  Th^ 
Cmservative,  on  the  other  hand,  dreads 


change,  and  can  never  be  persuaded  that 
good  will  come  from  it  Time  and  again 
he  has  to  confess  that  he  was  wrong  in  the 
past,  but  he  learns  nothing  frcxn  experi- 
ence. The  Conservative  has  nothing  to 
do  but  to  sit  down  and  block  all  proposals 
for  reform.  There  is  no  cause  for  a  split 
in  the  Conservative  ranks.  But  as  the 
Liberals  and  Progressives  include  men  of 
all  shades  of  opinion,  from  the  moderates 
to  the  red-hot  Socialists,  there  is  Vernal  dis- 
s^ision  in  their  ranks.  Thus  Conservar 
tism  repeatedly  triumphs.  I  regret  that 
Liberalism  has,  on  this  occasion,  struck  its 
flag  to  Conservatism. 

Mr.  losEPH  Coot. — It  has  not  dtme  so. 

Mr.  WISE  .—The  Liberal  flag  is 
at  least  only  at  half-mast  Since  becoming 
a  member  of  this  Parliament,  I  have  firmly 
held  the  belief  that,  had  it  been  left  to 
the  Labour  members  thanselves>  there 
would  have  been  no  great  difficulty  in  ar- 
ranging for  a  working  alliance  with  the 
Liberals  on  the  planks  common  to  both. 
Unfortunately,  outside  bodies  have  con- 
trolled the  situation.  The  Labour  part\' 
has  been  accused  of  sacrificing  the  success 
of  its  principles  to  secure  its  own  success, 
and,  seeing  that  it  will  not  coalesce  with 
men  holding  common  views,  it  appears  that 
it  is  prepared  to  keep  back  the  trium}^  of 
its  principles  until  the  party  itself  can 
triumph  with  them. 

Mr.  Fairbaisn. — It  will  not  accept  the 
"Good  as  a  Labour  man"  excuse. 

Mr.  WISE. — ^There  were  nine  planks  in 
the  platform  put  forward  by  the  Labour 
party  at  the  last  electicm.  As  one  of  them 
— ^that  requiring  a  TariiF  referendum — ^is 
not  worth  consideration,  there  remain  only 
eight  to  deal  with.  On  abc  of  these  everx 
member  of  the  Liberal  party  would  work 
loyally  Tvith  the  Labourites.  Why,  th^-n. 
could  not  the  two  parties  work  hand  in  hantl 
until  the  six  planks  had  been  achieved? 
Had  there  been  such  an  alliance,  the 
Conservatives  would  have  been  wiped  out. 
It  is  a  great  pity  that  we  should  be 
divided.  But  who  are  those  who  sav  that 
the  Labour  party  is  sacrifidng  the  success 
of  its  principles  to  secure  its  own  success 
as  a  party?  Have  not  the  Liberals  who 
are  now  sitting  on  the  ^linisterial  side  of 
the  Chamber  sacrificed  their  principles? 
For  what  have  they  sacrificed  them? 

Mr.  Webster. — For  office. 

Mr.  WISE.— No.  To  secure  their  re- 
elecrion.  I  confess  thafr-their  pcation  is 
difficult,  and  cateBlllt<ldvte3^^Q§Ifrit  and 
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rtrenglb  of  any  man.   It  is  a  very  difficult 

thing  for  a  man  to  fight  an  election  when 
opposed,  not  merely  by  his  natural  political 
enemies,  but  also  by  those  who  formerly 
had  been  his  allies  in  Parliament.  To  put 
a  man  in  guch  a  position  tests  his  principles 
to  the  utmost.  But  if  the  demand  is  not 
to  be  answered,  if  we  are  to  put  our  seats 
before  our  principles,  there  must  be  an  end 
to  all  good  government  I  know  no  excuse 
for  the  action  of  bonorable  members  opix.- 
site. 

Dr.  CARiy  Salmon. — What  would  hap- 
pen to  the  policy  of  a  party  if  the  party 
disappeared  ? 

Mr.  WISE. — I  would  sooner  see  the 
policy  disappear  with  the  party  than  the 
party  remain  and  the  policy  be  swamped. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — There  is  no  gain 
in  either  case. 

Mr.  WISE.— There  is  this  gain,  that  if 
you  believe  in,  and  fight  for,  and  go  to 
your  political  death  for,  your  principles, 
others  who  believe  in  them  will  arise  to 
carry  on  the  fight  afterwards.  Nothing 
stirs  men  so  much  as  to  see  another  man 
going  to  his  death  for  the  sake  of  his  prin- 
ciples. They  say,  "  That  man's  principles 
must  have  been  worth  fighting  for,  worth 
risking  his  life  for  " ;  and  they  study  them, 
and  are  induced  to  take  them  up.  But  if 
they  find  that  prindples  are  put  down  or 
delayed  by  those  who  bold  them,  in  order 
that  they  may  be  saved  frc«n  opposition 
at  the  elections,  and  that  they  may  coalesce 
with  the  former  opponents  of  those  prin- 
ciples, you  will  get  no  one  outside  to  take 
them  up  arid  fight  for  them.  Men  will 
say :  ' '  Those  principles  are  not  worth 
fighting  for."  It  is  a  matter  of  intense 
regret  that  the  Liberal  party  of  Australia 
should  be  divided.  I  did  hope  that  we, 
at  all  events,  in  the  Federal  Parliament, 
would  be  able  to  remain  united.  I  had 
t>een  so  sickened  with  the  state  of  coalition 
|>olitics  in  Victoria  that  I  hoped  the  coali- 
tion business  would  never  enter  the  Com- 
monwealth Parliament.  But  now  we  have 
exactly  the  same  state  of  affairs  as  we  have 
had  to  put  up  with  in  the  States.  The 
Prime  Minister  at  Brisbane  said  of  the 
alliance  or  fusion — 

There  are  various  kinds  of  combinations,  fiom 
.I'linnces  bused  on  pnaciplcs  to  fusions  uf  tem- 
porary unions  and  understandings.  I  won't  say 
wliich  will  be  the  outcome  of  the  present  situa- 
tion. 

He  was  in  doubt  then  as  to  what  would 
bcMme  of  it.    The  correspondent  of  the 


London  Times  expressed  his  opinion  of  the 
outcome  of  the  fusion  as  follows — 

It  is  a  mere  ephemeral  allitnce  between  sec- 
tions which  are  still  at  variance  on  the  most  im- 
portant points  of  Ministerial  policy,  but  which 
were  determined  to  oust  the  Government  before 
a  definite  appointment  bi  a  High  Commissionet 
or  a  delegate  to  the  Imperial  Conference  could 
be  made. 

Dr.    Cartv   Salmon. — Is   he  not 
.  avowed  sympathizer  with  ihe  Labour  party  ? 

Mr.  WISE. — I  never  knew  it,  and 
should  not  think  so.    He  also  says — 

Mr.  Deakio  teems  to  hope  that  the  temporary 
association  of  the  three  sections  will  eventually 
cause  an  approximation  of  views  and  a  consoli- 
dation into  one  party,  but  it  is  more  probable 
that  whenever  a  dissolution  comes  the  whole  of 
the  present  arrangement  will  be  ahattexed  at 
the  poll*. 

That  predictiwi  already  appears  very  likely 
to  be  fulfilled.  The  fusion  in  the  House 
has  not  produced  a  fusion  in  the  country. 
Let  us  examine  the  positi<m  in  the  country. 
There  is  a  CcHnmonwealth  Libera]  party^ 
but  the  Conservative  section  do  not  trust 
it.  On  one  particular  day,  the  Argus  pub- 
lished under  the  cross  headings,  "  United 
Party  Action,"  "  Heartv  Co-operation," 

the  following- 
Members  from  both  wings  of  the  Federal 
party  heartily  recognise  the  necessity  for  a 
thoroughly-organized  campaign  in  the  conriitnen- 
cies,  and  action  is  already  being  taken  to  com- 
mence work  on  a  common  basis. 

Singularly  enough,  on  that  very  date,  the 
Age  published  an  article  headed  "  C<xi- 
servative  Plot;  Secret  Organization."  Let 
us  see  what  this  was.  This  is  the  letter 
published  in  that  article  as  having  been 
sent  out  to  members  of  the  Employers* 
Federation.  It  is  headed  "  strictly  pri- 
vate." I  cxxnmend  this  to  my  late  Liberal 
colleagues  as  an  indication  of  the  support 
that  they  are  likely  to  get — 

Dear  Sir. — I  am  requested  to  brini:;  the  follow- 
ing private  matter  under  the  consideration  of 
your  Executive  with  a  view  of  your  appointing 
delegates  to  be  present  at  an  important  meeting 
to  be  held  on  Tuesdav,  aa&d  June,  in  the  Coan- 
cil  Chamber  of  this  ^deration  at  8  p.m.  The 
object  of  the  meeting  is  to  prepare  for  the  com- 
ing Commonwealth  elections,  and  to  arrange  a 
policy— 

I  thought  the  Commonwealth  Liberal  party 
had  arranged  the  policy,  and  that  the 
Prime  Minister  had  launched  it  at  an  en- 
thusiastic meeting  in  the  Melbourne  Town 
Hall,  but  here  on  the  loth  June,  it  was 
pro|x)sed  to  hold  a  meeting  to  arrange  a 
policy — • 

and  funds  (o  insure  the  return  of  men  in  sup- 
port of  the  present  fused  naitieB.  ...  I  am 
further  directed  to  ^tl}»Kiypiea4M)g4l&>I<li^ 
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of  this  meeting,  to  arrange  that  no  funds  be 
subscribed  or  promised  to  any  political  organl- 
ration — 

That  is  rough  on  the  Commonwealth 
Liberal  party — 

and  further,  to  request  that  this  private  matter 
be  strictly  contined  to  the  members  of  your  own 
association.— Bv  order,  Robt.  S.  Walpolt,  Sccty. 

The  right  honorable  member  for  East  Syd- 
ney once  described  that  man  as  a  perfect 
ass,  and  in  view  of  that  letter,  I  am  not 
prepared  to  dispute  the  wisdom  of  his  re- 
mark. Let  us  see  how  the  fusionists  are 
to  be  supported.  This  is  from  the  Argus 
of  yesterday  or  the  day  before — 

There  are  at  the  present  time  three  propaganda 
bodies  associated  with  the  Fusion  party — the  Far- 
mers' League,  the  Women's  National  League, 
nnd  tljie  Commonwealth  Liberal  League. 

By  the  way,  it  is  a  singular  thing  that  the 
men  who  most  bitterly  opposed  the  intro- 
duction of  wcMuen's  suffrage  should  be  the 
very  men  who,  without  the  wfxnen 's 
leagues,  would  never  ha\'e  a  platform  in 
Victoria  from  which  to  address  a  meeting, 
or  an  audience  to  listen  to  them.  We  do 
not  find  those  gentlemen  addressing  meet- 
ings of  men.  It  may  be  because  the  women 
are  less  likelv  to  contradict  them  than  the 
men  would  be.  When  I  read  the  names 
of  some  of  the  speakers,  I  do  not  know 
why  they  should  inflict  awful  nights  of 
torture  upon  their  lady  friends.  To  sit  and 
list«i  to  some  of  those  speeches  must  be 
dreadful. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  honorable 
member  is  getting  all  the  cheering  frcxn  his 
own  side. 

Mr.  WISE.— I  did  not  expect  one  of 

the  speakers  at  those  meetings  to  cheer  mc. 
He  gets  his  cheers  from   those  meetings 
-the  quiet,    soft   little  cheers   that  the 
women  gi\e.    The  Argus  says— 

The  two  organizations  first  mentioned  have 
been  in  existence  for  many  years,  and  have 
fought  at  each  election  against  the  Labour  policy. 
The  Commonwealth  Liberal  League  has  just 
been  formed,  and  is  not  yet  in  close  touch  with 
the  electors. 

Note  this  as  the  Argus'  opinion  of  it— 

Tt  was  called  into  existence  in  the  first  instance 
to  hetp  Mr.  Deakin  to  fight  a  three-cornered 
election,  that  is  to  say,  it  was  intended  to  assist 
candidates  put  into  the  field  against  members  in 
the  Victorian  Comer  as  well  as  against  Labour 
members 

We  can  understand  why  they  will  not  have 
the  Commonwealth  Liberal  party  at  any 
price.  One  reason  why  I  rejoiced  in  the 
formation  of  that  party  was  that  I  thought 


it  would  put  men  in  the  field  to  fight  those 
Victorian  comer  men — 

Now  that  a  fusion  of  the  Federal  parties  has 
been  achieved,  it  is  assumed  that  it  will  cm- 
ploy  all  its  energies  in  helping  the  members  of 
the  _  former  Deakin  ,party  to  retain  their  seats 
against  Labour  nominees  and  also  to  swell  the 
vote  of  the  other  members  of  the  Fusion  party. 
The  three  organizations  are  Ir  retain  their  sepa- 
rate identity.  .  The  Farmers'  League  and 
the  Women's  National  League.  .  .  will  de- 
vote themselves  to  securing  the  return  of  the 
sitting  members,  and  wilt  not  make  any  effort 
to  become  the  sole  or  dominating  organizations 
in  the  constituencies  of  the  members  of  the  old 
Deakin  parly. 

That  is  very  cheering  to  those  members  who 
have  joined  that  party  in  the  expectation 

of  getting  assistance  from  it — 

Before  this  arrangement  was  arrived  at  some 
branches  of  the  Liberal  League  had  been  formed 
in  the  constituencies  of  one  or  two  members  of 

the  old  Victorian  Corner  party,  but  it  is  under- 
stood that  in  the  altered  circumstances  the  work 
of  organization  in  those  electorates  will  now  be 
left  to  the  Farmers'  and  Women's  Leagues. 

Opposition  Members. — Oh  I  Oh  I 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Why  this  a>eer  at 
the  farmers  ? 

Mr.  Chanter.— Because  the  other  side 
only  use  the  farmer's  name. 

Mr.  Fairbairn.— One  of  vour  own  men 
said,  "To  hell  with  the  farmers." 

Sir  William  Lyme. — That  is  not  true. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  did  not  catch  the 
remark  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Fawkner,  but  I  heard  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Hume  declare  that  it  was  not  true. 
I  ask  the  honorable  member  for  Hume  to 
withdraw  that  statement. 

Sir  William  Lyme. — I  will  apologize  if 
I  am  wrong,  but  the  honorable  mem^r  for 
Fawkner  said  a  member  of  the  Labour 
party  had  said,  "  To  hell  with  the 
farmers."  I  say  that  that  is  not  true,  or,  at 
any  rate,  it  is  not  true  so  far  as  I  know. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— There  is  so  much 
iKMse  that  I  am  unable  to  hear  whether  the 
honorable  member  for  Htmie  has,  or  has 
not,  withdrawn  that  remark. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — If  you,  sir,  say 
that  I  have  to  withdraw,  I  will  withdraw. 
I  was  simplv  denying  what  seemed  to  be 
an  inaccurate  statement. 

Mr.  WISE.— The  Ar^us  further  says— 

In  other  words,  the  Farmers'  League  and  the 
Women's  League,  which  are  the  organizations 
associated  with  the  members  of  the  former  Vic- 
torian Corner,  will  practically  confine  their  at- 
tentions to  the  electorates  represented  by  those 
irembers,  while  the  Liberal  League  will  apply 
itself  to  helping  Mr.  Deakin  and  his  former  fol- 
lowers. 

So  that  they  will  all  have-to  flfwT  on  their 
own."  They  haPisWwRS'St  country. 
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and  are  not  Hkely  to  fuse.  Can  you 
imagine  the  Conservatives  in  the  district  of 
Corio,  who  have  spent  their  time  and  breatli 
at  every  electiai  since  Federaticm  in 
bitterly  denouncing  and  opposing  their  pre- 
sent member,  turning  round  and  working 
for  him  at  the  next  election,  and  swallow- 
ing all  that  they  have  said  against  him,  jiu^t 
b«:ause  he  has  joined  with  some  of  their 
party?  Go  through  the  electorates,  and 
hear  the  expresnons  of  opinion.  Scxne  of 
them,  as  the  honorable  member  for  Barrier 
said  last  night,  will  always  vote  against 
Labour  candidates,  but  many  of  those  who 
will  vote  will,  to  a  great  extent,  cease  to 
work,  whilst  scores  will  refrain  from  voting 
at  all.  Picture  the  state  of  the  electorate 
of  Flinders.  Can  we  imagine  the  Liberals 
there,  who  bitterly  opposed  the  honorable 
member  for  Flinders  at  the  la.st  election, 
turning  round  and  supporting  him  now  ? 
At  the  last  general  election  the  Prime  Min- 
ister went  to  Warragui,  and,  although  it 
was  a  vet  night,  he  had,  I  was  told  by  the 
Melbourne  pressmen,  a  splendid  audience 
of  something  like  800  people,  and  he  had 
never  been  heard  to  speak  better.  H*- 
worked  up  great  enthusiasm;  and  in  what 
cause  ?  Against  the  present  honorable 
member  for  Flinders.  Is  the  Prime  Min- 
ister going  down  at  the  next  general  elec- 
tion to  speak  in  favour  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Flinders?  If  he  doe.s.  what 
will  be  the  result?  The  Liberals  there 
will  either  not  vote  at  all,  or,  as  a  protest, 
will  vote  for  ajiy  Labour  candidate  th;it 
comes  forward.  And  the  same  thing  will 
take  place  at  Laanecoorie.  Bourke^  and 
other  electorates.  Men  are  human,  and 
we  cannot  expect  them  to  feel  or  do  other- 
wise. We  were  told  by  the  Argus  of 
Tuesday — 

A  most  notable  and  serious  fact  in  connexion 
with  Commonwealth  elections  is  that  half  tlie. 
electors  do  not  record  their  vote.  .  .  What  is 
really  desirable  is  that  (he  people  should  some- 
how be  roused  to  take  more  interest  in  Federal 
affairs.  .  ,  C'early  one  of  the  most  obvious 
methods  of  effecting  this  purpose  is  to  support 
the  associations  which  take  upon  themselves  the 
duty  of  arousing  and  organizing  the  electors. 
Amon^Rt  the  organizations  which  have  in  the  past 
done  the  best  service  in  combating  the  aims  of 
the  revolutionary  Socialists  

T  might  say  that  they  combatted  the  aims 
of  the  Liberal  party  at  the  same  time — 

the  Farmers'  League  and  the  Women's  National 
League  stand  out  as  specially  worthy  of  recogni- 
'ton  and  support. 

I  agree  most  heartily  with  the  observa- 
tion that  the  great  blot  in  electoral  matters 
is  that  only  half  the  electors  go  K>  the  poll. 
Mr.  Wise. 


But  is  the  present  state  of  political  affairs 
going  to  encodragp  more  to  go  to  the  pdl? 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Yes. 

Mr.  WISE.— I  say,  no.  At  the  last 
general  election  we  heard  of  men  gcnng  to 
meetings,  declaring  certain  principles,  mid 
denotmcing  certain  other  men.  We  be- 
lieved those  men  to  be  telling  the  truth; 
but  what  do  we  find  now  ?  The  derrouncers 
and  the  denounced  are  sitting  cheek  by 
jowl.  If  the  people  read  Hansard  and 
the  newspapers  they  will  find  there  recorded 
most  bitter  attacks'  on  the  Prime  Minister 
and  his  party  by  those  who  are  now  sitting 
by  his  side.  There  is  the  stirring  speech 
of  the  Prime  Minister,  already  quoted 
in  the  House— a  speech  whidi  I  dieered  to 
the  echo  because  I  believed  in  and  felt 
the  truth  of  e\'ery  word  of  it — in  whidi  he 
talked  about  those  opposed  to  him  hating 
the  wreckage  of  alt  parties  behind  than. 
Could  I  think  that,  before  ten  months  were 
over,  the  whole  of  the  wreckage,  together 
with  the  wreckage  of  the  Liberal  party, 
would  be  found  sitting  behind  the  Prime 
Mini-ster? 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— Did  the  honorable 
member  think  the  Labour  party  would  put 
him  out  after  that? 

Mr.  WISE.— We  knew  long  ago  that  the 
Labour  party  would  put  him  out;  and  1 
have  already  expressed  my  regret  in  this 
connexion.  I  never  shall  cease  to  regret 
the  division  in  the  Liberal  ranks,  because 
it  only  enables  our  enemies  to  conqtier.  But 
what  will  the  outside  public,  of  whom  it 
is  complained  that  tbey  will  not  gO  to  the 
poll,  think  when  thev  read  of  these  mat- 
ters? I  know  how  I  feel  myself.  As  I 
said  before,  I  have  ever,  since  a  youth, 
been  a  keen  follower  of  the  Progressiv* 
party  in  this  State.  I  never  carwl  a  rap 
for  any  personal  defeat,  though  I  alwavs 
grieved  if  the  party  were  defeated.  I 
came  into  this  House  believing  there  was  a 
future  for  the  partv  to  which  I  had  alwavs 
belonged,  and  that  we  should  increase  in 
numbers  at  the  next  election.  But  what  do 
I  see  now  ?  I  am  left  stranded.  I  haw 
had  to  sever  myself  from  a  leader  for  whom 
I  had  the  very  highest  opinion  ever  since 
the  dav  he  stood  against  Mr.  Harper  for 
West  Bcurke  for  the  State  Parliament.  What 
did  the  present  Prime  Minister  then  think? 
He  did  not  place  value  on  his  seat,  or  any- 
body else's  seat ;  and  his  first  act  In  poli- 
tical life  was  one  that  raised  him  high  in 
the  opinion  of  the  public,  though  it  taught 
him  the  contempt  of  old^Iitirianp^  I  re- 
member the  lateDMi^edJaAiaPftigJ^saying 
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at  the  time,  "  Oh,  it  was  very  great,  and 
very  noble;  but  if  he  had  been  long  in 
politics  he  would  not  do  silly  things  like 
that."  At  a  polling  booth  in  West 
Bourke,  in  the  election  to  which  I  am  now 
referring,  the  voting  papers  ran  short.  If 
there  bad  been  sufBooit  to  supply  every- 
body who  came,  thm  would  have  been  no 
difference  in  the  result;  but  scxoe  insinua- 
tion was  made.  It  was  the  present  Prime 
Minister's  first  entry  into  politics,  and  he 
said,  "  Dearly  as  the  seat  has  beoi  fought 
and  won,  I  am  not  going  to  hold  it,  with 
any  question  of  whetiber  or  not  I  represent 
the  electors ' ' ;  and  he  handed  in  his  re- 
signaticm. 

Mr.  Atkinson. — ^The  Prime  Minister 
holds  the  same  (pinion  tO'day. 

Mr.  WISE. — I  suppose  be  does ;  but,  in 
any  case,  the  hcmorable  member  for  Wilmot 

knows  nothing  at  all  about  the  case,  which 
occurred,  probably,  before  he  was  bom,  or, 
at  any  rate,  before  he  could  think  of  poli- 
tics. The  present  Prime  Minister  sought 
re-election,  and  went  through  another  stiff 
fight,  but  he  did  not  get  the  reward  of  his 
chivalrous  conduct,  because  he  was  de- 
feated. From  that  moment  to  the  present, 
I  have  been  the  bwiorable  gentleman's  great 
admirer;  and  I  came  into  this  Parliament 
with  the  greatest  satisfaction,  feeling  that 
I  could  pledge  my  political  life  in  his 
hands,  and  follow  him.  I  am  glad  I  did 
not  do  so;  and  I  say  that  with  the  greatest 
feeling  of  regret.  For  the  honorable 
gentleman  personally  I  have,  and  always 
will  have,  the  very  greatest  amount  of  re- 
spect ;  but  recent  events  have  made  me — 
and  it  is  a  sad  position  when  a  man  gets  to 
this  stage — lose  faith  in  my  fellow-man. 
It  has  been  said  by  one  newspaper  that  the 
only  man  of  whom  ft  was  safe  to  speak 
well  or  predict  anything  during  his  life  was 
the  late  George  Higinbotham.  I  used  to 
think  that  I  could  speak  in  the  same  way 
of  the  present  Prime  Minister.  Now  I  de- 
sire to  say  that  I  do  not  share  the  opinion 
or  join  in  the  charges  that  have  been  made 
in  the  House  against  the  bonOTable 
gentleman  of  ha\-ing  sold  this  one 
or  that  one  for  any  personal  gain ; 
I  do  not  believe  that  for  a  moment. 
I  believe,  rather,  that  the  honorable  mem- 
ber has  done,  what  he  has  often  done — 
sacrificed  himself  and  his  better  judgment 
to  the  demands  and  appeals  of  his  sup- 
porters who  are  afraid  for  their  seats — has 
sacrificed  himself  to  the  impetuous  urging 
of  outside  men — I  could  name  two,  but  I 
■ball  not — who  were  eager  for  Ministerial 


office  again.  We  have  only  to  read  the  his- 
tory of  the  fusion  to  see  that  what  1  say 
is  true.  We  know  that  on  one  occasion  the 
Prime  Minister  distinctly  said  that  he 
would  not  take  office  in  any  cwnbination  of 
parties  that  was  formed,  but  would  stand 
aside.  His  followers,  however,  would  not 
allow  him  to  do  so;  tbey  would  not  go  into 
this  fusion  unless  be  was  made  leader.  We 
were  toid  by  the  newspapers  that  the 
leadership  was  ccnceded  to  the  Prime  Min- 
ister ;  but  that  is  not  so.  The  leadership, 
we  have  learned  since,  was  not  settled  until 
the  day  after  the  fusi<Mi  vote  was  carried 
by  the  various  parties.  Did  they  not  all, 
at  2  o'clock  on  the  Wednesday,  go  into  the 
Opposition  room— -to  do  what?  To  elect  ;t 
leader ;  and  if  the  leadership  had  been  con- 
ceded an  election  was  not  necessary.  What 
was  proposed  there?  It  was  proposed  to 
-go  to  a  ballot.  No  wcoider  that  Liberals 
said  that  the  meeting  was  no  place  for 
them,  seeing  that  they  were  asked  to  go  to 
a  ballot,  wherein  thirtv-two  men  would 
vote  against  ten.  They  wrangled  until 
2.30  o'clock,  but  did  not  settle  the  ques- 
tion; and  they  went  back  again  at  5. 
What  did  we  read  in  the  newspaper? 
That  the  right  honorable  member  for 
East  Sydney  desired  to  propose  the  honor- 
nble  member  for  Parramatta.  But  the 
honorable  member  for  Parramatta,  having 
heard  in  the  me.iotime  that  the  Liberals- 
w<Hild  not  join  the  Coalition  unless  the  pre- 
saat  Prime  Minister  was  made  leader,  did 
what  I  have  known  other  mm  do  under 
similar  circumstances,  made  a  virtue  of 
necessity,  and  proposed  the  Prime  Minister 
himself.  Office  is  no  seeking  of  the  pre- 
sent Prime  Minister— leadership  is  no  seek- 
ing of  his."  He  has  been  forced  into  the 
position,  and  he  has  yielded  and  sacrificed 
himself  to  the  danands  of  other  people.  I 
have  infinitely  more  sympathy  with,  tiian 
any  desire  to  use  terms  of  denunciation 
against  the  honOTable  member  in  his  present 
position.  Nothing  has  pained  me  more  dur- 
ing this  discussion,  or  during  the  discussion 
tiaat  took  place  on  the  defeat  of  the  Fisher 
Govenunent,  than  the  hard  and  bitter  words 
used  against  the  Prime  Minister.  If  any- 
thing could  pain  me  more  it  was  to 
see  sitting  behind  the  Prime  Minister  mem- 
bers of  the  Opposition,  including  the  right 
honorable  member  for  East  Sydney, 
chuckling  to  themselves  as  every  stab  was 
made,  as  much  as  to  say — "  Give  it  to  him 
— shove  it  in.** 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Who  put  the  st.ibs 
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Mr.  WISE.— I  do  not  care  wlio  put  the 
stabs  in. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — ^The  stabs  were  by 
those  now  sitting  alongside  the  honorable 
member  ioc  Gippsland. 

Mr.  WISE.— The  allies  who  laughed  at 
the  Prime  Minister  were  infinitely  worse 
than  the  stabbers.  On  the  Friday  I  said 
to  some  of  my  old  colieaffues,  in  reference 
to  this  incident,  ' '  I  wish  you  had  been  sit- 
ting with  me  here,  in  order  to  witness  what 
I  witnessed."  On  Friday,  when  the  hon- 
orable member  for  West  Sydney  made  the 
bitter  remark  about  Judas,  the  hcmorable 
member  for  Moreton,  and  two  other  honor- 
able members  of  the  then  Opposition, 
greeted  it  with  a  loud  guifaw.  This 
is  the  sort  of  ally  and  friend  to 
which  the  Prime  Minister  has  sacrificed 
himself.  It  is  not  the  first  time  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  has  sacrificed  himself,  ■ 
believing  himself  to  be  right,  and,  there- 
fore, I  have  no  sympathy  at  all  with  the 
bitter  remarks  made  in  reference  to  him. 
At  the  same  time,  I  say  that  it  has  been 
a  matter  of  the  intensest  regret  and  soreness 
to  W  that  I  have  had  to  withdraw  myself 
from  the  Prime  Minister,  and  that  I  could 
practically  see  now  no  outlet — no  future 
for  the  Liberal  party  in  Australia.  What 
is  going  to  happen?  The  policy  of  delay 
will  be  carried  on  until  the  Prime  Minister 
'will  be  driven  to  break  through  it.  He 
will  be  driven  by  his  own  consciousness, 
as  he  has  been  in  the  past,  to  take  a  stand. 
What  will  be  the  result?  The  honorable 
gentleman  is  in  the  Ministry,  and  here  I 
might  say  that  by  this  fusion  he  has  not 
made  one  solitary  friend  amongst  his  allies, 
while  he  has  lost  the  friendship  of  thou- 
sands throughout  Australia.  A"  gentleman 
from  Sydney  told  me  the  other  day  that  a 
member  of  what  he  called  the  Cook  party 
said  :  *'  What  do  you  think  of  your  friend 
Mr.  Deakin  now?"  And  the  gentteman 
replied :  "  Well  it  does  not  lie  in  your 
mouth  to  denounce  him  seeing  you  have 
coalesced  with  him."  To  that  the  member 
of  the  Cook  party  replied:  "Yes,  we  have 
killed  him  politically." 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Some  silly  twaddle  1 

Mr.  WISE. — These  are  the  sort  of  bitter 
remarks  which  we  feel. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— Bv  whom  made? 

Mr.  Roberts. — One   of   the  personal 
friends  of  the  Minister  of  Defence? 

Mr.  WISE.— T  did  not  say  so. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— Whv  not  say  so? 
The  honorable  member  has  said  se\*eral 
unfair  things  in  the  last  few  moments. 


Mr.  WISE. — I  do  not  sav  so,  because  I 
do  not  know  it  to  be  a  fact.  Of  course, 
such  relmarks  do  not  cause  any  pain  or 
sorrow  ammgst  those  who  have  always 
denounced  tlie  Pnme  Minister,  or  amongst 
those  who  have  tpv&\  him  the  lie 
direct  on  the  floor  of  the  House, 
and  have  had  to  withdraw  the  charge. 
But  it  does  cause  sorrow  to  me,  and  to 
all  who,  like  me,  believe  in  him  and  have 
had  faith  in  him.  We  regret  what  he  has 
done,  but  believe  that  he  considers  that 
in  so  sacrificing  himself  he  has  done  what 
is  best  for  the  country.  When  the  time 
comes  for  him  to  be  driven  out  of  the 
Ministry — as  he  will  be  driven  out  of  it — 
what  will  happen?  The  deluge  of  char^ 
of  treachery  which  was  turned  upon  him 
by  the  right  honorable  member  for  East 
Sydney,  some  time  ago,  will  be  as  nothing 
compared  with  the  torrent  of  abuse  that 
will  be  showered  upcMi  him  by  the  majority 
of  the  supporters  of  the  present  Govern- 
ment. I  look  forward  with  dread  to  that 
time.  Honorable  members  can  well  under- 
stand why  I  feel  so  bitterly  regarding  the 
positicwi  that  the  honorable  gentleman  now 
occupies.  Indeed,  I  feel  so  sore,  and  so 
hopeless  do  I  think  the  outlook  from 
the  Liberal  point  of  view,  that  if  I  did 
not  feel  under  a  personal  obligation  to 
those  who  returned  me  at  the  last  election 
to  again  go  before  them  and  seek  re- 
election, I  should  not  beatate  to  retire  from 
public  life.  Why  did  I  fight  the  last 
election?  Why  did  I  defeat  Mr.  Allan 
McLean?  Why  is  that  gentleman  not  here 
to-day  to  participate  in  the  success  of  his 
former  colleagues,  who  are  now  sitting  with 
the  Prime  Minister  ?  What  reaswi  had 
the  Liberal  party  for  opposing  him  at  the 
last  general  election?  Every  one  knows 
what  that  reason  was,  and  I  repeat,  that 
if  it  were  not  that  I  feel  under  an  obliga- 
tion to  those  who  fought  for  me  and  re- 
turned me,  to  again  go  before  them,  I 
should  have  no  hesitaticm  in  retiring  from 
public  life.  As  it  is,  I  shall  seek  te- 
election,  but  without  any  heart  in  the  fight. 
I  had  a  great  heart  in  entering  into  the 
contest  at  the  last  election,  but  at  the  next 
I  shall  have  none.  Having  regard  to  the 
opinions  that  I  hold,  can  any  one  imagine, 
for  one  moment,  that  I  am  likely  to  do 
anything  else  on  this  occasion  than  to  vote 
that  I  have  no  confidence  in  the  present 
Ministry  ?  There  is  only  one  other  matter 
to  which  I  desire  to  allude,  and  it  has  no 
bearing  upon  party  politics.  I  refer  to  the 
fact  that  the  Prm^^  Mmig^^^g  »i 
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hcxiorar^  member  of  the  Cabinet,  occupies 
a  position  unique  in  the  political  history 
of  Australia.  H<xiorab)e  members,  per- 
haps, do  not  realize  his  extracvdinary  posi- 
tion under  the  Constitution.  Perhaps  no 
member  of  a  Ministry  has  more  important 
executive  acts  to  perform  than  the  Prime 
Minister  himself,  and  yet,  so  far  as  I  can 
gather  frwn  the  best  authorities,  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Ballarat,  with  the  ex- 
<3eption  of  the  honorable  member  for  Bris- 
bane, is  the  one  member  of  the  present 
Government  who  is  unable  to  perfonn  any 
of  them.  Section  62  of  the  Constitution 
provides — 

There  shall  be  a  Federal  Executive  Council 
to  advise  the  Governor-General  in  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Commonwealth  

-n'hile  in  section  64,  we  have  the  provision — 
The  Governor-General  may  appoint  officers  to 
administer  such  Departments  of  State  of  the 
Commonwealth  as  the  Governor-General  in  Coun- 
cil may  establish.  Such  officers  shall  hold  office 
during  the  pleasure  of  the  Governor-General. 
They  shall  be  members  of  the  Fedetal  Executive 
Council,  and  shall  be  the  Queen's  Ministen  of 
Ktate  for  the  Commonwealth. 

In  other  words,  the  Constitution  provides 
that  only  those  who  are  appointed  to  ad- 
minister the  Departments  of  State — such 
departments  as  the  Govemor-in-Council 
may  establish — shall  be  the  Queen's  Min- 
isters of  State.  It  also  declares  that  until 
the  Parliament  otherwise  provides  there 
diall  be  only  seven  Ministers.  The  words 
"Queen's  Ministers  of  State,"  did  not  ap- 
pear in  the  draft  clause,  and  the  whole 
question  was  threshed  out  at  the  Federal 
Convention  of  1891,  which  drew  up  the 
first  Federal  Constitution.  It  was  raised 
by  Mr. — now  Sir  Henry — ^Wrixon,  who  was 
led  to  bring  it  forward  because  of  a  ruling 
given  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  Victoria  in 
the  famous  case  of  Ah  Toy  v.  Musgrave. 
Mr.  WriMMi  said — 

There  is  one  point  with  regard  to  this  clause 
to  which  I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  hon* 
orable  member  in  charge  of  the  Bill,  and  with 
regard  to  which  I  propose  to  add  a  few  words  at 
the  end  of  tHe  clause.  This  clause  may  be  said 
to  constitute  responsible  government  in  the 
JJominion.  It  provides  that  the  Governor-General 
may  appoint  officers  to  administer  Departments 
of  State  and  it  declares  that  such  officers  shall  be 
members  of  the  Federal  Executive  Council.  I 
have  no  doubt  that  the  effect  and  operation  of 
that  will  he  to  constitute  a  system  of  responsible 
gnvernment  in  the  Dominion;  but  the  question 
which  I  think  requires  some  consideration,  and 
some  .slight  addition  to  the  clause,  is  whether  it 
will  clothe  them  with  all  the  vast  constitutional 
powers,  which,  under  the  system  of  the  Eng- 
lish Government,  belong  to  responsible  Minis- 
ters of  the  Crown.  I  myself  do  not  believe  that 
it  will.   The  greatness  at  these  powers,  and  how 


vast  is  the  authority  which  any  responsible  Minister 
of  the  Crown  exercises  in  binding  the  Crown  and 
the  Sovereign,  is  well  known,  of  course,  to  ail 
my  legal  friends,  and  was  well  illustrated  in  the 
old  case  which  I  mentioned  to  the  Convention 
before,  namely,  the  case  of  Huron  and  Dcnman. 
The  Supreme  Court  of  Victoria  has  held  that 
similar  words  in  our  Constitution  Act  do  not 
carry  with  them  any  such  implied  authority  to 
the  Minister  who  ho'ds  any  such  office,  on  the 
BfO"n<I  that  the  Statute  that  created  the  office, 
and  rtefined  his  duties,  is  not  held  to  carry  with 
It  the  larger  powers  to  which  I  have  adverted. 
Impressing  upon  the  Convention  the  desir- 
abfeness  of  Having  these  matters  cleared  up, 
Mr.  Wrixon  said — 

It  is  highly  important  that  the  Ministets  of 
the  Crown  here  should  in  regard  to  all  Austra- 
lian matters,  be  invested  with  exactly  the  same 
presumptions  of  authority,  and  ratification  from 
the  Crovra,  as  apply  to  the  English  Ministers 
with  regard  to  all  English  matters.  ...  I 
point  out  this  difficulty,  and  to  meet  it  would 
propose  to  add  to  the  end  of  the  clause  the  words 
"  and  responsible  Ministers  of  the  Crown." 

Sit  Samuel  Griffith  strongly  opposed  that 
proposition,  saying  that  he  did  not  think 
it  necessary.  He  expressed  the  opinion 
that  the  wording  of  the  clause,  as  it  stood, 
was  sufficient,  but  Mr.  Wrixon  was  sup- 
ported by  the  late  Mr.  C.  C.  Kingston, 
and  the  present  Prime  Minister,  the  latter 
saying — 

Thete  are  two  points  to  be  considered  in  that 
connexion.  First  of  all  in  Victoria,  a  man  re- 
mams  an  Executive  Councillor  after  he  has 
ceased  to  be  a  Minister,  after  he  has  ceasr<l  to 
be  the  head  of  a  department  of  state.  There 
«  no  distinction  here  between  those  who  are 
Executive  Councillors  and  not  Ministers  and 
those  who  are  Executive  Councillors  and  Minis- 
ters. And  then  m  the  second  place,  it  might  be 
contended  that  the  authority  here  given  to  the 
federal  Executive  Councillors  is  an  authority 
which  18  vested  in  them  as  a  whole,  sitting  in 
Council.  It  IS  a  body  which  advises  the  Gover- 
nor, and  on  whose  advice  the  Governor  acts ;  but 
It  does  not  clothe  the  Ministers  individually  with 
that  power  and  authority  which  Ministers  in 
oreat  Britain  possess  as  responsible  Ministers  of 
the  Crown. 

After  a  lengthy  argument  the  present  Prime 
Minister  also  said — 

In  fact,  I  do  not  know  any  point  in  the  Bill 
which  is  more  vital  than  this  point  as  to  whether 
the  members  whom  the  Governor  calls  to  his 
rauncils  to  undertake  the  administration  of  the 
Slate  are  reallv  responsible  Ministers  of  the 
Crown  m  both  senses  of  the  term,  because  in  the 
first  instance,  the  power  of  the  Crown  itself  is 
nowhere  defined,  and  cannot  be  defined  under 
this  Constitution.  It  is  vast  and  vague ;  but  all 
the  power  which  the  Crown  exercises  Ministers 
must  be  able  to  exercise  when  the  need  arises, 
and  it  can  scarcely  be  possible,  even  in  this  Con- 
stitution, excellent  as  it  js  in  most  respects,  to 
embody  all  possib'e  contingencies,  or  all  possible 
affairs.  It  is  quite  open  for  Ministers  of  the 
Commonwealth  in  the  discharge,  of  theu-  duties 
to  undertake  actions  p.||cj|j^^^gl^|agj^ible 
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to  define  within  the  four  comers  of  the  Bill- 
to  undertake  actions  which  it  may  be  were  not 
departmental  actions,  which  were  outside  any 
Department  which  had  been  constituted  up  to 
that  time;  and  which,  therefore,  they  had  re- 
ceived no  authority  from  the  Governor-General 
to  deal  with,  and  we  should  have  Ministers  re- 
ferred to  this  limited  and  rigid  Constitution  for 
the  title  deeds  of  their  authority. 

In  ocmcluaon.  he  aslced — 

Why  should  we  not  put  in  the  clause  any 
phrase  the  honorable  member  prefers,  so  long  as 
it  conveys  without  a  scintilla  of  doubt  to  the 
Ministers  of  the  Commonwealth  all  the  powers 
which  are  possessed  by  Ministers  of  the  Crown 
in  Great  Britain? 

Sir  Samuel  Griffith  still  remained  uncon- 
vinced, but  the  hoHOTable  member  for  Bal- 
larat  stood  by  his  guns,  and,  replying  to 
him,  said— 

I  would  say,  briefly,  in  answer  to  the  honor- 
able gentleman,  that  in  the  very  case  to  which 
he  has  referred,  the  Supreme  Court  of  Victoria 
held  that  the  words  "responsible  Minister  of  the 
Crown"  appeared  in  certain  Statutes  passed. by 
the  Victorian  Parliament  since  the  passing  of  the 
Constitution ;  but  that  thev  did  not  appear  in  the 
Constitution  Act.  and  a  majontv  of  the  Bencti 
declared  that  if  thev  had  they  would  have  made 
a  very  great  difference  in  the  way  in  which  they 
would  have  to  regard  Ministerial  authonty  m  the 
Colony.  _ 

Sir  SAMtEi.  C.KiFFiTH.— But  the  Privy  Council 
said  that  was  wrong  ! 

Mr.  DEAKTN.— As  far  as  I  am  acquainted 
with  their  judgment,  the  Privy  Council  did  not 
enter  upon  that  particular  issue  at  all.  They 
have  not  even  considered  the  point,  to  say  no- 
thing of  giving  an  ojsimon  upon  it.  The  ,iudg- 
ment.  therefore,  remains  for  what  it  is  worth  as 
a  judgment  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  if  the  words 
my  honorable  colleague  desires  to  introduce  had 
been  inserted  in  the  Victorian  Constitution  Act,  the 
Ministers  of  Victoria  would  have  had  greater 
I>ower  than  they  now  possess. 
Later  in  the  debate,  the  present  Prime 
Minister  said — 

Complete  as  is  the  skeleton  which  the  hon- 
orable member,  Sir  Samuel  Griffith,  has  given 
us  in  these  clauses  of  constitutional  govern- 
ment, I  maintain  that  it  is,  after  all,  only 
a  skeleton,  and  that  that  life  which  is  implied 
by  its  being  administered  by  responsible  Minis- 
ters has  yet  to  be  imparted  to  it.  We  do  not 
desire  to  introduce  words  which  might  seem  to 
claim  for  Australia  vast  Royal  prerogatives! 
but  we  do  wish  to  introduce  words  claiming  all 
the  prerogatives  of  the  Crown  relating  to  Aus- 
tralia. 

After    further    discussion,    Sir  Samuel 

Griffith  said— 

I  have  been  all  along  trying  to  meet  jny 
honorable  friends  for  the  purpose  of  removing 
any  doubt.  A  form  of  words  has  occurred  to 
me  since  I  spoke  last,  which  T  believe  would 
relieve  the  minds  of  honorable  members,  and 
does  not  ap|>ear  open  to  any  obiection.  I  would 
propose  to  add  to  the  clause  the  words  "and 
shall  be  the  Queen's  Ministers  of  State  for  the 
Commonwealth." 
Mr.  Wise. 


That  amendment  was  accepted,  and  the 
clause  as  amended  was  embodied  in  the 
Constitution  as  ultimately  acoq»ted  by  the 
people.  In  his  present  position,  the  Prime 
Ministn-  is  only  a  member  of  the  Federal 
EjKCutive  Council ;  he  is  merely  an  booor- 
ary  in«nber — one  of  dwse  who  are  called 
in  to  advise  the  Crown.  He  is  not  a  Min- 
ister of  State.  That,  to  my  mind,  is 
a  very  ancmialous  position.  I  feel  satisfied 
that  this  question  must  have  been  entirelv 
overlooked  by  the  Cabinet.  The  Prime 
Minister  is  now  in  the  position  described 
in  1891  by  Sir  Henry  Wrixon;  he  is 
not  clothed  with  those  vast  constitutiooal 
powers  which,  under  the  syston  of  English 
government,  belong  to  responsible  Ministers 
of  the  Crown.  I  have  raised  the  questkxi 
t^ause  T  consider  it  an  important  one,  and 
one  which  the  Prime  Minister  and  the  odier 
legal  members  of  the  CaWnet  should 
seriously  consider. 

Mr.  Deakin." It  lias  l-een  considered. 
It  was  considered  before  the  step  was 
taken. 

Mr.  WISE.— Then  I  can  only  say  that 
the  honorable  gentlonan  has  changed  the 
opinion  which  he  so  strongly  \K»ced  at  the 
Federal  Convention  of  1891. 

Mr.  Deakin. — No. 

Mr.  WISE. — I  have  only  to  >ay,  in  ccmi- 
clusion,  that,  having  considered  the  pcHnt, 
and  having  read  the  reptvt  of  the  debates 
at  the  Convention  of  1891,  I  was  so  im- 
pressed with  the  view  that  the  Prime  Min- 
ister is  not  one  of  the  King's  Ministers  of 
State,  that  I  thought  it  my  public  dut>' 
to  mention  it 

Sir  WILLIAM  LVNE  (Hume)  [6.9].— 
I  should  have  much  preferred  some  other 
honorable  member  to  follow  the  honorable 
member  who  has  just  resumed  his  seat, 
since  we  occupy  the  same  room  and  enter- 
tain opinions  that  are  much  alike.  It 
seems,  however,  that  there  is  a  conspiracy 
of  silence  on  the  part  of  honorable  mem- 
bers opposite,  who,  in  my  opirlioHt  should 
before  this  have  tiered  a  full  explanation 
of  their  condtjct.  We  are  faced  with  an 
extraordinary  situation,  and  I  cannot  allow 
this  debate  to  close  without  offering  a  few 
observations.  The  hcmorable  member  for 
Gippsland,  who  has  just  concluded  an  elo- 
quent speech — one  of  the  best  to  which  we 
have  listened  in  this  House — ^has  not  been 
"through  the  mill"  with  the  Prime  Min- 
ister as  I  have  been,  and  he  is,  therefwe. 
able  to  use  salving  words  in  referring  to  hun. 
When  I  feel  strcni 
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and  most  people  know  my  meaning.  I  do 
not  whittle  it  away  hy  suave  talk  to  those 
in  whom  I  cannot  believe.  Having  been 
a  Minister  almost  ever  since  this  Parliament 
first  met,  and  an  active  m^ber  of  the 
Conventions  which  framed  the  C(xi5titution, 
the  duty  devolves  upon  me  at  the  present 
time  to  say  a  few  words  in  regard  to  the 
history  of  our  Federal  politics.  I  shall  not 
do  this  in  reply  to,  but  in  consequence  of, 
some  of  the  remarks  of  the  last  speaker.  I 
do  not  agree  with  him  as  to  the  reason 
why  the  Prime  Minister  joined  the  fusion. 
As  usual,  the  latter  has  left  the  Chamber. 
I  presume  that  he  has  done  so  that  he  may 
not  have  to  listen  to  what  I  am  about  to 
say.-  I  intend  to  deal  with  this  matter  in 
some  detail,  and  it  ill  becunes  him,  seeing 
how  he  has  behaved  to  me,  10  leave  the 
Chamber  when  Z  am  about  to  give  him  a 
little  chastisement.  I  shall  not  withdraw 
from  my  position  in  any  way.  If  what 
the  hOTorable  member  for  Gippsland  said 
were  true,  what  a  nice  sort  of  man  the 
horK>rabIe  member  for  Ballarat  is  to  lie 
Prime  Minister  of  the  Commonwealth  !  Ac- 
cording to  the  hcxiorable  member  for  Gipps- 
tand,  he  threw  over  his  party  for  the  sake 
of  three  or  four  colleagues  who  thought 
their  seats  in  danger.  He  should  have  had 
the  courage  and  the  determination  to  stick 
to  his  own  opinicn  as  to  what  was  the 
right  course  to  pursue  in  the  interests  of 
the  Commonwealth.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Bourke,  the  morning  of  the  day 
when  1  knew  about  the  fusicxi  having  been 
brought  about,  said  in  my  chamber  that 
he  would  not  j<nn  it. 

Mr.  Htna  Cook. — ^That  is  absolutely 
incorrect. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— When  the  hon- 
orable member  came  down  to  the  room 
which  I  generally  use  on  my  return  from 
Sydney,  he  said  that  he  would  not  follow 
the  honorable  member  for  Ballarat  into  the 
proposed  fusion.  The  honorable  member 
for  Batman  went  to  Sydney,  and  remained 
there  for  three  weeks,  to  get  out  of  the 
way,  as  he  said. 

Mr.  Coon. — For  diange  of  air. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— He  then  told 
me  that  he  had  no  intention  of  joining  the 
fusion  if  it  took  place,  and  that  he  wa.<! 
doing  his  best  to  prevent  the  honorable 
member  for  Ballarat  from  joining  it.  The 
honorable  member  for  Bourke  told  me  that 
he  was  doing  the  same.  The  honorable 
member  for  Batman  returned  to  Melbourne 
on  the  Friday  or  Saturday. 


Mr.  Batchelor. — On  the  Monday. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— At  any  rate, 
he  was  back  again  in  Sydney  within  two 
or  three  days,  and 'came  into  my  bedroom 
there  to  consult  me  about  the  situation, 
leading  me  to  suppose  that  he  was  stilt  of 
the  opinion  he  had  previously  expressed, 
and  would  not  join  any  fusion. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber is  not  the  only  one  to  whom  he  said 
that. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— At  all  events, 
the  two  honorable  members  whom  I  have 
named — and  I  think  there  were  others — 
could  not  have  done  what  the  honorable 
member  for  Gippsland  said  was  done  to 
induce  the  honorable  member  for  Ballarat 
to  join  the  fusion.  They  both  told  me 
that  they  were  doing  their  best  to  prevent 
him  from  joining  it,  and  that  they  would 
not  fellow  him  if  be  did  join  it. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — So  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned, that  statement  is  absolutely  incor- 
rect. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— How  can  the 
honorable  member  for  Gippsland  think 
that  the  Prime  Minister  abandoned  his  own 
convictions  in  the  interests  of  those  two 
honorable  gentlemen  ?  I  do  not  believe 
that  he  did.  I  do  not  say  that  the  honor- 
able member  for  Ballarat  took  office  for 
the  sake  of  the  pay  attadied  to  the  posi- 
tion. 

Mr.  Batchklos. — No  one  suggests  that. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  do  not  think 
that  any  one  has  done  so.  At  any  rate,  I 
wish  to  make  it  clear  that  I  do  not  think 
it.  But,  in  another  place,  there  is  a  mem- 
ber who  did  a  lot  of  things  in  his  own  in- 
terests, and  who,  I  think,  was  one  of  the 
pirime  movers  in  causing  the  hcmwable 
member  for  Ballarat  to  ruin  himself  poli- 
tically. 

Mr.  Chanter. — He  did  his  best.  . 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  understand 
the  alluuon.  In  giving  an  outline  of  what 
has  taken  place  in  our  political  history,  let 
me  say  that,  in  view  of  the  present  state 
of  affairs,  it  is  very  hard  for  me  to  ap- 
proach these  subjects  calmly.  When  I  am 
seriously  hurt  I  caimot  conceal  my  feel- 
ings. I  think  that  speech  was  given  to  us 
to  enable  us  to  express  our  thoughts,  not  to 
help  us  to  hide  them.  There  are  some  hon- 
orable mOTibers  who  spealc  in  order  to 
cover  up  th«r  views  and  opinions.  I  can 
understand  the  grinning  of  8<Mne  of  thtyse 
who  are  sitting  opposite  to  me,  but  there 
is  not  a  pleasant  expression  cm  the  faces  of 
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my  late  colleagues,  or  of  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter. I  could  not  resort  to  the  subterfugeb 
in  which  he  has  taken  refuge.  While  at- 
tacks have  been  made  oa  him,  he  has  sat 
like  a  dumb  dog. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — ^The  honorable  mem- 
ber may  not  make  a  lemark  like  that. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Say  a  sphinx. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— That  might  be 
a  better  word  to  employ.  Were  I  attacked, 
as  the  Prime  Minister  has  been  attacked, 
it  would  not  be  posable  for  me  to  sit 
silent.  The  statements  which  have  been 
made  have  been  true,  and  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter will  not  escape  his  deserts  by  remaining 
silent.  The  honorable  memter,  on  the 
memorable  occasion  of  the  last  day  that  we 
met  told  me  that  I  should  not  speak  as 
I  did,  or  give  expressitm  so  strongly  to 
the  c^inions  that  I  held,  and  that  I  would 
think  differently  next  week.  I  replied : 
"  You  and  I  have  been  a  long  time  to- 
gether, but  vou  evidently  do  not  know  me 
vet,  for  I  w'ill  follow  you  to  your  political 
grave."  And  I  will.  I  will  never  follow 
to  any  other  place,  or  in  any  other  way, 
a  man  who  treats  me  as  I  have  been  treated. 
When  Federation  began,  the  first  Prime 
Minister  was  Sir  Edmund  Barton.  We 
passed  some  useful  legislation,  with  which 
I  shall  deal  in  more  detail  presently.  It 
comprised  some  of  the  verv  difficult  initia- 
tory legislation  necessary  for  the  C<»nmon- 
wealth.  But  with  whose  assistance  did  we 
pass  it  ?  Not  with  that  of  the  right  honor- 
able member  for  East  Sydney,  the  honor- 
able member  for  Parramatta,  or  the  honor- 
able member  for  North  Sydney,  but  with 
that  of  the  much  maligned  Labour  party. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Scmietimes 
with  my  assistance. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Nothing  pro- 
gressive was  ever  supported  by  the  honor- 
able member.  I  am  not  going  to  attack 
him.  because  I  think  he  showed  great  judg- 
ment in  keeping  aloof  from  the  present 
"confusion."  When  Sir  Edmund  Barton 
went  on  to  the  Bench,  the  tuxmable  mem- 
ber for  Ballarat  took  his  place,  but  be- 
fore that  we  suffered  the  unfortunate  loss 
of  the  services  of  that  great  man,  the  Hon- 
orable C.  C.  Kingston,  and  the  right  hon- 
orable member  for  Swan  was  the  cause  of 
it. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  absolutely  deny 

it. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  do  not  care 
what  the  right  honorable  member  denies. 
I  shall  not  go  into  the  details  of  Cabinet 
secrets,  but  the  right  h(Hiarable  member  was 


the  cause  of  Mr.  Kingston's  resignation. 
Sir  Edmund  Bartcai  wired  to  me  in  Sydney 
to  ccHne  and  soften  Mr.  Kingston,  and  keep 
him  with  us,  and  but -for  the  death  of  my 
late  wife,  which  occurred  at  that  time,  I 
should  have  been  there.  That  was  blow 
No.  1,  which  the  right  honorable  member 
for  Swan  dealt  to  a  Mirustry  of  which  be 
was  a  member.  When  Sir  Edmund  Barton 
went  to  the  Bench,  and  Mr.  Deakin  took 
his  place,  a  little  episode  occurred  that  per- 
haps I  should  not  refer  ta  It  was  a  very 
important  event,  and  some  day,  if  I  am 
goaded,  I  may  describe  it. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Out  with  it. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  right  hon- 
orable member  said  that  I  ought  not  to  re- 
veal these  things. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — If  the  honorable 
member  insinuates  them,  he  might  as  well 
tell  them. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  right  hon- 
orable member  knows  what  it  is. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  do  not,  nor  do  I 
care.  I  give  the  honwable  member  lea\? 
to  tell  all  that  he  knows  about  me. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  shall  tell  j 
lot  of  things. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Tell-tale. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— If  I  am  a 
"tell-tale"  the  honorable  member  is  the 
"tit." 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — N.B.,  that  is  j 
joke. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  shall  rouse 
the  honorable  member  before  I  have  done 
with  him.  The  honorable  member  for 
Ballarat's  first  Ministry  was  defeated  by  3 
combination  between  the  Oppoution,  and,  I 
thinlE,  some     the  Labour  party. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — ^The  whole  of  the 
Labour  party. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  believe  that 
was  so.  The  honorable  member  for  Balla- 
rat recommended  that  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  South  Sydney  should  be  sent  for. 
The  right  hcmorable  member  foe  East 
Sydney  was  very  sore  because  he  was 
not  sent  for.  The  honorable  member  for 
South  Sydney  formed  his  Government,  and 
a  good  Government  it  was.  It  never  did 
one  action  which  could  cause  .1  st.Tin  chi  its 
record.  I  told  the  honorable  member  for 
South  Sydney  when  he  was  tripped  up  b\ 
the  right  honorable  member  for  East  Svd- 
ney  over  the  clause  in  the  Arbitration  Bill, 
not  to  bind  himself,  because  the  right  hon- 
orable member  w^iz^y^i^^Oi^lCbr  him. 
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but  the  honorable  member  for  South  Syd- 
ney was  then  young  as  a  political  leader, 
and  he  did  not  know  the  right  honorable 
member  as  well  as  I  did.  That  gentleman 
was  working  the  thing  up  beautifully  all 
the  time  until  he  caught  the  honorable 
member  for  South  Sydney,  and  thoi  he 
took  up  the  Bill  and  passed  the  very  clause 
on  which  he  put  the*  honorable  member 
out.  When  the  right  honorable  member 
for  East  Sydney  got  into  power  the  caucus 
of  the  Protectionists  met.  I  use  the  word 
"caucus"  advisedly.  We  had  three  of 
the  most  vituperative  meetings  that  I  ever 
saw,  and  all  the  trouble  was  created  by  the 
right  honorable  member  for  Swan,  because 
he,  assisted  by  Mr.  Beale,  was  advidng  the 
honorable  member  for  Ballarat  himself  to 
join,  and  to  induce  certain  members  of 
our  partv  to  j<rin,  the  right  honorable  mem- 
ber tor  feast  Sydney  in  forming  a  Govern- 
ment. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  did  not  know  Mr. 
Beale  in  those  days. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Mr.  Beale  had 
a  conference  with  the  honorable  member 
for  Ballarat  at  the  time.  I  did  not  say 
that  the  right  honorable  member  for  Swan 
did  this  in  company  with  Mr.  Beale.  I 
know  that  letters  were  written  at  that  time 
by  the  same  cobibination  as  has  brought 
about  the  present  fusicHi.  As  I  say,  we 
had  three  of  the  most  troublesnne  meetings 
that  I  ever  attended,  and  at  the  third  it 
was  arranged  that  no  steps  should  be  taken 
without  calling  the  partv  together.  After 
that  the  honorable  member  for  Ballarat 
advised  Mr.  McLean,  Sir  George  Turner 
and  Mr.  McCay  to  join  the  Reid  Govern- 
ment. We  have  never  had  a  meeting  of 
that  party  from  that  day  to  this,  and  what 
the  honorable  member  for  Ballarat  did  was 
done  behind  the  back  of  the  party.  I  men- 
tion this  to  show  what  the  Prime  Minister 
has  done  during  his  political  life  in  the 
Commonwealth  Parliament.  He  acted  in 
that  instance  absolutely  without  the  concur- 
rence of  the  party  that  he  was  then  lead- 
ing. Before  long  he  made  at  Ballarat  the 
memorable  speech  which  one  of  the  news- 
papers said  was  the  rifrht  honorable  mem- 
ber for  East  Sydney's  notice  to  quit.  He 
very  soon  made  the  richt  honorable  member 
quit,  and  the  right  honorable  member  was 
very  sore  and  angry,  and  delivered  some 
warm  speeches. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  honorable 
member  gladly  joined  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Ballarat  immedlatelv  afterfrards. 
when  the  Reid  Government  went  out. 


Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  did  join  him 
afterwards,  but  I  never  said  I  did  it  gladly. 

SiiiittR  suspended  from  6.30  to  7.45  p.m. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  have  dealt 
with  the  fact  that  the  right  hmorable  mem- 
ber for  Swan  was  the  cause  of  three  or 
four  disturbances  whidi  took  place  in  the 
Cabinet  of  wliich  he  and  I  were  both 
members.  He  was  the  cause  of  the  late 
Mr.  Kingston  leaving  the  Government. 
He  was  also  the  cause  of  subsequent 
trouble. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Does  the  honor- 
able member  say  that  I  was  the  cause  oi 
iSIr.  Kingston  leaving? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYN£.— Yes,  I  do. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  deny  it. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Any  one  can 
deny  a  thing.  Sir  Edmund  Barton  tele- 
graphed to  me  to  come  from  Sydney  and  trv 
to  prevent  Mr.  Kingston  from  leaving  the 
Government.  The  right  honorable  member 
cannot  deny  this  aLso—that  he  opposed 
everything  that  was  of  a  progressive  nature, 
and  everything  that  was  not  Conservative. 
That  was  the  main  trouble  that  I  had  with 
him.  He  talks  of  being  a  Liberal,  but 
he  is  a  Ccmservative,  and  always  has  been 
in  every  Government  of  which  he-  was  a 
member.  After  the  Prime  Minister  and  I 
went  to  Londcxi,  the  right  hraxffable  mem- 
ber for  Swan  was  Acting  Prime  Minister. 
He  said  last  niriit,  when  questi<xied  by  the 
hcHiorable  member  for  Barrier,  regarding 
his  attitude  towards  the  Prime  Minister 
when  he  took  the  opportunity  of  leaving 
the  Government,  that  there  was  a  kind  of 
severance.  This  is  the  kind  of  severance 
that  occurred.  The  elections  were  held  on 
1 6th  December.  The  right  honorable  mem- 
ber remained  in  the  Cabinet  and  was  Act- 
ing Prime  Minister  while  the  present  Prime* 
Minister  and  I  were  in  London.  If  he  in- 
tended to  resign  in  consequence  of  his  true 
convictions,  or  his  hatred  of  the  Labour 
party,  he  should  have  resigned  at  <»ice. 
He  should  not  have  consented  to  hold  the 
positicsi  of  Acting  Prime  Minister. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — That  is  what  the 
honorable  member  ought  to  have  done  when 
he  did  not  support  the  policy  of  the  Prime 
Minister  at  the  election. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Never  mind 
what  I  ought  t^  have  done;  I  am  telling 
the  right  honorable  m^ber  what  he  ought 
to  have  done.  I  will  answer  for  all  my 
sins,  but  they  are  very  few.  I  do  not  pre- 
tend to  be  imniacnjlate.arfTh&  right  honor- 
able member  doc£'9'WW^  a  statement 
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last  night  which  I  take  it  is  not  accurate. 
He  said  that  he  resigned  from  the  Govern- 
ment from  oMiscientious  motives.  In  spite 
of  those  oinscientious  motives,  however,  he 
held  the  Acting  Prime  Ministership  for 
about  six  or  seven  months. 

Sit  John  Forrest. — Not  so  long  as 
that. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— From  February 
until  June.  I  went  to  London  on  the  21st 
February  and  returned  on  about  the  32nd 
June.  The  Prime  Mimster  went  away  a 
week  after  I  did. 

Sir  John  Forkest. — I  held  the  position 
for  about  four  mcmths. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— During  all  this 
time  the  right  honorable  member's  am- 
victions  did  not  trouble  him. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — No,  not  at  all. 
The  honorable  member  was  away  then. 

Mr.  McDonald. — Is  that  wlien  he  said 
he  was  eating  dirt? 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  never  said  that. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYXE.— He  did  say  he 
was  eating  dirt.  I  am  telling  the  bare 
facts.  Last  night  the  right  honorable  mem- 
ber tried  to  wri^le  round  the  true 
reason  for  his  retirement  ftMn  the  Go- 
^'ernment.  During  the  vmage  out  on 
our  return  from  London  and  afterwards 
the  Prime  Minister  was  not  well.  When  we 
got  back  he  very  kindly  asked  me  to  act  for 
iiim.  He  did  not  ask  the  right  honorable 
member  for  Swan  ;  and  it  was  very  early 
after  that  was  done  that  the  right  honor- 
able member  intimateil  his  intention  to  re- 
tire from  the  Government. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  do  not  think  that 
is  an  accurate  statement. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— It  is  accurate 
enough. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — No,  it  is  not ;  and 
the  Prime  Minister  knows  it,  too. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Never  mind 
\yhat  the  Prime  Minister  knows.  I  know 
that  that  is  what  happened ;  and  in  these 
limes,  when  we  have  no  written  pledges 
from  the  member«!  of  parties  oppMite,  it 
is  just  as  well  to  tell  the  exact  story.  We 
all- know  the  very  nice  letters  that  the  right 
honorable  member  can  write.  He  writes 
them  easily  and  well  j  and  there  are  many 
of  them,  toa  Almost  immediately  after 
we  came  back  from  London  I  became  Act- 
ing; Prime  Minister. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  honorable 
member  never  was. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  was  acting 
frr  the  Prime  Minister,  to  make  myself 
perfectly  accurate.      After  that  the  right 


honorable  member  commenced  to  thiok  that 
he  should  have  been  acting  for  the  Prime 
Minister. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  never  said  so. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— But  the  right 
honorable  member  thought  it  right  enough. 
That  was  the  main  matter  that  caused  him 
to  take  the  action  that  he  did.  Thoi^h  he 
was  remonstrated  with,  and  the  Prime  Min- 
ister was  ill  at  the  time,  the  right  tuMiorable 
member  insisted  on  resigning. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis. — He  has  had  a  very 
good  innings. 

Sir  WILLIAM    LYNE.— If,  however, 
the  right  honorable  member  was  so  coo- 
sdoitious,  and  it  was  against  his  prin- 
ciples f(H-  him  to  remain  in  the  Ministry 
after  the  speech  which  he  made  in  Western 
Australia,  as  he  has  stated,  his  resignatioo 
should  have  taken  place  inunediately  after 
the  elections.    It  should  not  have  taken 
place  after  he  had  been  Acting  Prime  Min- 
ister for  four  or  five  months.    Sir,  the 
right  honorable  member,  in    the  letters 
which  he  writes,  is  very  glib  in  putting 
different  constructions  on  events.  It  did  not 
suit  him  to  say  he  resigned  because  I  was 
apptnnted  to  act  for  the  Prime  Minister 
after  our  return  from    London.    But  he 
seemed  to  me  not  to  care  a  * 'tuppenny 
dump"  for  the  Prime  Minister,  or  for  the 
awkward  position  in  which  he  placed  that 
gentleman  and  the  Go\-ernment.  Though  re- 
monstrated with  by  the  Prime  Minister  and 
others  of  his  colleagues,  he  persisted  in  his 
resignation.   At  that  time  he  ought  to  have 
had  his  Estimates  prepared.    The  Govern- 
ment were  just  on  the  point  of  meeting  Par- 
liament.   He  ought  to  have  been  preparii^ 
his  Budget,  and  placing  everything  read> 
for  the  financial  statement  to  be  made.  But 
lie  did  nothing  of  the  kind.    I  believe  that 
he  deliberately  re^^ed,  leaving  the  Prime 
Minister  ill,  and  in  a  v^y  awkward  position. 
The  Prime  Minister  can  tell  the  House,  if 
he  chooses  to  do  so,  that  it  was  against  my 
wish,  very  5tr<»igly  expressed,  that  I  left 
the  Department  of  Trade  and  Customs,  and 
took  the  position  which  the  right  honorable 
member  for  Swan  had  vacated.  Although 
the  Estimates  were  unprepared,  I  got  than 
ready,  and  submitted  the  Budget  to  Par- 
liament in  eight  days  after  I  took  office. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — It  is  all  personal 
pronoun  with  the  honorable  member. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Does  the  right 
honorable  member  say  that  he  allows  any- 
one else  to  do  his  Treasurer's  wfu-k  ior  him? 

Mr.  Kelly. — ^Why  does  not  the  honor- 
able gentleman  take  a  rttswR^frem  the 
Digitized  by 
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■wdesty  of  the  right  honorable  gentleman 
who  is  in  charge  of  the  Treasury  now  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  have  always 
been  an  extremely  modest  man,  and  I  hope 
I  may  say  for  myself  without  egotism  that 
in  all  ordinary  circumstanoes  I  am  a  kind- 
hearted  man.  It  is  only  when  extraordinary 
occurrences  arise,  wMch  deeply  affect  a 
man's  p^iticaj  honour  and  pnndpks,  that 
I  am  perhaps  more  severe  than  are  some 
oth&  men.  After  a  long  life  in  politics, 
I  am  satisfied  that  the  hontM-able  course 
is  always  the  best  course  to  follow.  That 
is  the  course  I  have  always  tried  to  follow. 
I  do  not  know  whether  the  right  honcwable 
menUwr  for  East  Sydney  is  present ;  I 
think  he  left  the  chamber. 

Mr.  Reid. — No ;  I  was  just  mentally 
exclaiming,  "Good  old  Bill." 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  right  hon- 
orable member  for  East  Sydney  has,  I  am 
sorry  to  say,  wobbled  backwards  and  for- 
wards in  his  principles  a  great  many  times 
in  his  political  life.  He  was  against  Federa- 
tion, and  for  it.  He  has  been  against  a 
great  many  things,  and  for  them;  but  on 
one  occasion  he  did  me  the  credit  to  say 
to  me  that  I  was  inconsistent  only  in  my 
consistency. 

Mr.  kfiiD. — But  does  the  honorable 
gentleman  know  what  I  meant  by  consis- 
tency?   It  was  Number  One  all  the  time. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— If  I  had  not 
put  the  right  hcmorable  gentleman  down  a 
great  many  times,  he  would  never  have 
been  Number  Two  —  that  is,  if  he 
could  help  it.  He  has  been  playing  for 
Number  One  all  the  time,  whilst  I 
hope  that  I  have  been  playing  straight 
all  the  time.  I  wish  to  say  a  little 
more  about  the  right  honorable  member  for 
Swan.  When  he  says  that  he  did  not  de- 
sert the  Prime  Minister,  and  that  I  had 
no  right  to  say  from  the  public  platform 
in  Sydney  that  he  had  acted  the  traitor 
to  that  honorable  gentleman,  I  wish  again 
to  remind  hcmorable  members  that  although 
he  held  his  position  for  so  many  months, 
as  I  have  described,  his  cwiscience  did  not 
prick  him. 

Sir  John  Forrest.— The  honorable 
gentleman  was  away,  and  thwe  was  there- 
fore no  trouble. 

Mr.  Frazer. — So  that  is  the  secret? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— T  can  tell  the 
honorable  member  for  Kalfroorlie  that  in 
most  things  Conservative  I  never  agreed 
with  the  right  honorable  member  for  Swan. 
That  was  scnnetimes  the  cause  of  trouble. 
So  long  as  the  hontx-able  gentleman  is  a 


member  of  a  Government,  no  progressive 
legislation  will  ever  be  passed  bv  that  Go- 
veriunent.  I'hat  is  my  experience  of  the 
honorable  gentleman.  He  has  quoted  state- 
ments regarding  his  retirjanent  which  I 
made  here  when  acting  for  the  Prime  Min- 
ister. In  making  those  statements,  I  sp6ke 
for  the  Prime  Minister. 

Sir  John  Forrest. —The  honorable 
gentleman  did  not  mean  what  he  said? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Mr.  Deakin 
might  have  meant  it. 

Sir  John  Forrest.— But  did  he  tell  the 
honwable  gentleman  exactly  what  to  say  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  am  not  going 
to  be  questioned  at  the  present  time,  but 
I  can  tell  the  honcwable  gentleman  what 
occurred.  I  was  asked,  I  forpet  now 
whether  it  was  by  Mr.  Deakin,  not  to  be  too 
rough  on  the  right  honorable  member  for 
Swan,  because  it  was  believed  that  he  was 
going  to  support  us.  I  put  what  I  had 
to  say  as  pleasantly  as  I  could,  but  if  1 
had  had  my  way,  I  would  have  ripped  it 
into  the  right  honorable  member  from  the 
start.  ''I  had,  at  the  time,  to  do  what  I 
conceived  the  good-natured  Prime  Minister 
would  have  done  in  dealing  with  the  right 
honorable  gentleman;  but  the  fact  is  em- 
blazoned in  the  pages  of  Hansard  that  the 
ri^t  h<Hiorable  member  deserted  his  chief 
at  a  time  when  he  might  have  been  in 
serious  trouble  if  he  had  not  had  good  and 
strOTig  colleagues  to  help  him. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  honorable 
gentleman  did  not  say  so,  nor  did  the 
Prime  Minister. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE. —Never  mind,  I 
say  it  now,  and  the  right  honorable  gentle- 
man knew  it  all  the  time.  He  cannot  gloss 
things  over.  I  hsve  stated  the  bald  facts. 
As  I  have  already  said,  from  the  early  his- 
tory of  the  Federation  the  right  honorable 
gentleman  has  been  in  every  G>vemment  of 
which  he  has  been  a  member  the  one  who 
has  created  dissension  amongst  his  colleagues 
hy  his  fixed  Conservative  principles  and  his 
hatred  of  the  Labour  party. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — Who  caused  the  dis- 
turbance with  the  late  Charles  Cameron 
Kingston  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— T  did  not.  T 
was  telegraphed  to  at  Sydney  and  asked 
to  come  down  and  smooth  things  over. 
Except  upon  onlv  one  occasion  the  late 
right  honorable  C.  C.  Kingston  and  I  al- 
ways  got  on  well  together;  perhaps  we  got 
on  better  together  than  any  other  two  mem- 
bers of  the  Cabinet.  r  do  not  wish  to 
have  to  repeat  tR^S^^things  over,  and  over 
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again,  but  I  am  not  going  to  allow  the 
honorable  member  to  shelter  himself  in  the 
way  he  attempted  to  do  last  night.  I  have 
seen  his  speech  in  connexion  with  what  was 
said  .by  the  honorable  member  for  Barrier. 
I  wish  to  deal  with  the  facts  categorically 
and  as  quietly  as  I  can.  The  right  honor- 
able member  for  Swan  raised  a  question  as 
to  what  he  did  as  Acting  Prime  Minister 
when  at  the  Brisbane  Conference.  He 
disputed  the  accuracv  of  my  statement  of 
what  the  Prime  Minister  tdd  me.  The 
Prime  Minister  supported  me,  but  the  right 
honorable  gentleman  went  out  of  his  way  to 
do  something  that  he  ^as  never  authorized 
to  do. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  deny  that. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Of  what  use 
is  it  for  the  right  honorable  gentleman  to 
deny  it?    It  is  all  in  Hansard. 

Sir  ToHN  Forrest. — No,  it  is  not. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— So  far  as  the 
financial  position  was  ctxicerned,  the  r^ht 
honorable  gentleman  wanted  to  rive  away 
the  Commcffiwealth  Parliament  to  the  States. 
It  is  not  pleasant  for  me  to  have  tCP  refer 
to  these  matters. 

Mr.  Agar  Wynne.  —  The  honorable 
gentleman  seems  to  like  it. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  like  to  make 
crooked  people  straight  and  to  keep  them 
straight.  I  speak,  of  course,  in  a  poli- 
tical sense. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — What  does  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  mean  by  "  crooked 
peonle  "  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Crooked  in 
politics ;  and  some  are  as  crooked  as  a  ram's 
horn.  I  referred  before  dinner  to  the  few 
■words  used  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Gippsland  regarding  the  Prime  Minister, 
when  there  was  not  such  a  good  attendance 
of  honorable  members  as  there  is  now. 
The  honorable  member  said  that  he  believed 
that  it  was  owing  to  the  pressure  of  about 
three  or  four  of  his  supporters,  and  not  of 
"his  own  free  will,  that  the  Prime  Minister 
was  compelled  to  sink  himself  and  to  place 
himself  in  the  humiliating  position  in 
which  he  is  to-day.  But  we  find  that  when 
the  Watson  Ministry  were  displaced,  the 
honorable  member  for  Ballarat  went  be- 
iiind  the  back  of  his  partv  and  recommended 
three  of  that  party  to  join  the  right  honcff- 
able  member  for  East  Svdney,  and,  as  I 
Tiave  said,  at  the  instigation  of  the  right 
honorable  member  for  Swan. 

Sir  ToHN  Forrest. — What?  Does  the 
honorable  gentleman  say  that  I  recom- 
tnended  it? 


Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  right  hon- 
orable gentleman  fought  and  caused  nearly 
all  the  trouble  in  our  own  caucus  to  get 
certain  men — whether  the  same  three  or 
not,  I  do  not  say — to  join  the  right  honor- 
able nieraber  for  East  Sydney.  I  think 
that  the  right  hcmorable  gentleman  wished 
the  Prime  Minister  to  join  him  also. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  did;  I  have  nevet 
denied  that. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  right  hon- 
orable gentleman  cannot  deny  the  other 
statement  either. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  do  deny  the  other 
statement. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— It  is  an  abso- 
lute fact.  Without  the  consent  of  his 
party  the  present  Prime  Minister  at  the 
time  to  which  I  refer  reoMmnended  three 
tieman  to  jran  the  right  honorable  mem- 
for  East  Sydney.  Where  are  those 
men  now? 

Dr.  Maloney. — They  are  dead  and  gone. 
Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE— They  are  dead 

and  gone  politically. 

Mr.  Reid. — They  are  three  of  the  best 
men  in  Australia,  and  it  was  an  honour  to 
be  associated  with  them. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  do  not  say 
anything  about  the  men  but  that  thev  were 
misguided.  Great,  strong  men  like  Sir 
George  Turner,  Mr.  McLean,  and  Mr. 
McCay  were  all  persuaded. 

Mr.  Johnson. — They  are  all  good  men. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  am  not  sug- 
gesting anything  against  the  men,  but 
putting  on  record  the  fact  that  the  lan- 
guage used  in  a  friendly  sense  by  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Gippsland  cannot  be 
a  correct  definition  of  what  is  taking  place 
now.  This  is  not  the  first  time  that  the 
right  honorable  member  for  Swan  has 
twitted  me.  Befcwe  the  adjournment  for 
dinner  he  twitted  me  with  joining  the  Prime 
Minister  after  he  made  that  speech  at  Bal- 
larat. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  said  that  the 
honorable  member  gladly  jmned  him ;  that 
is  all  I  said. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  honorable 
member  twitted  me  with  doing  it. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  did  not. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— There  is  no 
man  for  whom  I  had  a  higher  respect  than 
I  had  for  the  Prime  Minister.  There  is 
no  man  whom  I  have  served  more  loyally 
and  truly  than  I  have  served  him.  There 
is  no  man  for  whose  sake^I  have  sunk  my 
feelings  on  so  19itTSd^:@'ef®g4^ 
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dcme  for  that  honorable  member.  He 
knows  these  things,  because  I  told  him. 
and  I  think  that  he  believed  me  at  the 
time.  This  affair  is  going  to  live  in  his- 
tory. When  I  find  not  one  or  two  such 
cases,  but  also  several  cases  prior  to  Fede- 
ration, what  am  I  to  think  ?  I  must  think 
one  of  two  things — either  that  the  honorable 
member  acted  deliberately,  or  that  he  is  not 
strong  CTOugh  to  withstand  the  influence 
of  

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  honorable 
m»nber. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.  -Do  not  make 
me  laugh,  please  1 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Tlie  honorable 
monber  has  been  trying  it  for  a  lotg 
time;  he  has  had  his  innings. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE— Has  the  hon- 
orable member  been  in  the  confidence  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Ballarat  all  the 
time,  too? 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  know  enough. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Never,  when  I 
have  been  a  colleague  of  the  Prime  Min- 
ister, have  I  tried  to  undulv  influence  him. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  honorable 
member's  influence  is  no  goodj  it  is  always 
against  the  Prime  Minister  and  in  favour  of 
himself. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  honorable 
member  ought  to  be  playing  in  a  toy  shop, 
because  he  is  only  a  schoolboy. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — What  I  say  of  the 
honorable  member  is  perfectly  true. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— See  how  angry 
the  honorable  member  is ! 

The  SPEAKER.— Order  I  Will  the 
honorable  member  proceed  with  his  speech  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Mr.  Speaker. 
I  humbly  apologize  for  being  diverted  bv 
the  right  honorable  member  for  Swan,  but 
he  looks  so  nice  and  pleasant  when  he  wears 
that  stern  loc^  that  I  cannot  help  it.  He 
it  was  who  exercised  a  baneful  influence 
over  the  Prime  Minister.  He  did  so  after 
the  Watson  Government  were  put  out» 
again  be  did  it  in  getting  the  Prime  Min- 
ister to  recommend  some  h^Hiwable  mem- 
bers— whether  the  ones  mentioned  or  not  I 
do  not  know — to  join  the  right  hcniOTable 
member  for  East  Sydney. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  was  never  cwi- 
sulted,  and  gave  no  advice. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Let  me  have 
a  bit  of  a  show  !  Then  came  the  time  when 
the  Prime  Minister  slipped  up  the  right 
hoiKvable  member  for  East  Sydney.  The 
latter  was  very  angry.    I  do  not  propose 


to  dwell  upon  the  speeches  which  he  made, 
but  he  delivered  some  very  able  and  very 
strenuous  denunciations  of  the  Prime  Mii>- 
ister  at  that  time.  After  having  acted  for 
him,  the  Prime  Minister  led  me- to  believe 
for  six  mcmths  that  I  was  his  principal 
adviser. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  expect  that  the 
honorable  member  worried  h'm  with  his 

advice. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.  ^  Now,  be 
quiet !  I  did  not  worry  the.  Prime 
Slinister,  but  the  honorable  member  did. 
When  the  former  knew  my  feeling  in  the 
matter,  expressed  to  him  in  no  unmeasured 
terms,  and  I  was  kept  absolutely  in  the 
dark,  as  I  find  now,  according  to  the 
statements  made  to  me,  for  four  or  five 
months,  what  am  I  to  think?  This  in- 
triguing, I  understand  now,  commenced 
when  a  member  of  the  Government  with 
a  seat  in  the  other  Chamber  first  went 
to  consult  the  honorable  member  for  Swan 
in  Perth. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Oh,  that  was  the 
time  i;  commenced ! 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— That  was  the 
time,  so  I  am  informed,  when  it  com- 
menced. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  met  him  there? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE. —The  intriguing 
v.as  continued  from  that  time.  It  was  re- 
ligiously kept  from  me  by  my  chief,  who, 
I  thought,  was  open  and  square  with  me, 
until  alter  he  had  agreed  to  the  right  hon- 
orable gentleman  going  to  Sydney  to  try 
and  form  a  Government  with  the  honorable 
member  for  Parramatta. 

Mr.  Kelly. — This  intriguing  is  shock- 
ing. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— If  the  honor- 
able member  had  been  intrigued  against  as 
I  was  he  would  feel  it. 

Mr.  Kelly. — But  my  hoiorable  friend 
did  a  bit,  I  expect. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  have  not 
been  intriguing  at  all. 

Sir  John  Forrest.— The  honorable 
member  expects  too  much  connderation,  I 
think. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  was  not  in- 
triguing on  the  other  side. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — That  is  what  the 
honorable  member  was  doing. 

Mr.  Hughes. — Never  once. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Let  the  honor- 
able member  say  whether  I  intrigued  in 
any  shape  or  form  on  ^  i>theiL|Ujie.  I 
do  not  go  intriguingsSWpVMPWft^YKM"  did 
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I  think  that  I  was  going  to  be  intrigued 
against  The  h(HK>rahIe  member  for  Swan 
came  here  about  a  month  or  six  weeks  be- 
fote  the  meeting  of  Parliament. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — No,  about  fifteen 
days. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  took  it  to  be 
a  month. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Xo,  it  was  on  the 
I  ith  May,  and  Parliament  met  on  the  26th. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  honorable 
member  had  a  meeting  with  the  Prime  Min- 
ister almost  immediately  after  he  arrived 
as  the  result  of  negotiations  and  correspond- 
ence which  had  taken  place  between  them. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Oh. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  honorable 
member  can  laugh.  I  did  not  know  of  it 
at  the  time,  but  I  have  found  it  all  out 

Sir  John  Forrest. — From  whom? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Never  mind,  I 
have  found  it  all  out,  and  the  honorable 
member  cannot  denv  it  either.  When  a 
man  is  treated  in  this  way  it  is  natural 
to  expect  that  extreme  statements,  extreme 
feelings,  and  extreme  views  should  take  the 
uppermost  hand.  I  am  speaking  on  this 
question  I  hope  for  the  last  time.  I  have 
already  spoken  twice  under  great  depres- 
sion, and  it  is  not  a  pleasant  subject  to 
discuss.  But  never  before  in  the  history 
of  politics  was  such  a  position  brought 
about  between  the  direct  Oppositionists  and 
the  Government,  whose  leader  had  shortly 
l)efore  denoimced  them  as  rag  tag  and 
bob  tail.  I  remember  the  speech,  which 
I  admired  at  the  time  because  it  was  true. 
It  is  hard  to  believe  that  an  honorable 
member  holding  the  hiph  position  which 
the  honorable  member  for  Ballarat  did 
rould  descend  from  the  words  which  he 
used  on  thnt  occasion  to  the  cuffing  which 
he  is  receiving  on  this  occasion. 

Sir  John  Forrest.— The  honorable 
member  nearlv  joined  the  Reid  Government 
nt  that  time. 

Sir  VVTLTJAM  LYXK.-I  never  did. 
The  honorable  memljer  has  no  right  to 
make  that  statement. 

Sir  John  Forrest.— Well,  the  Coalition 
then. 

Sir  W^I.LIA^f  LYNE— Nothing  on 
earth  would  induce  me  to  coalesce  with  that 
crowd. 

Sir  John  Forrest.— The  honorable 
member  would. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— T  have  never 
done  so.  and  never  will.  The  right  hon- 
orable member  for  Swan  shows  how  little 
he  regards  actual  fact.     At  any  rate,  he 


cannot  accuse  me  of  having,  on  ai^  oock- 
sion,  said  that  I  would  join  the  right  hon- 
orable member  for  East  Sydney. 

Mr.  Reid.— I  do  not  think  that  the  hon- 
orable member  was  ever  asked  to  do  so. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— But  the  right 
honorable  member  for  Swan  accuses  roe  of 
being  ready  to  do  so.  I  am  not  saying 
anything  against  the  right  hoiOTable  mem- 
ber for  East  Sydney,  and  I  have  very  little 
indeed  to  say  to-night  about  the  Free 
Traders  who  pred<Hninate  in  the  present 
Cabinet — those  Free  Traders  who  have  woo 
all  the  way.  But  the  Prime  Minister,  as 
leader  of  the  Government  in  the  last 
session,  refused  to  go  (mi  with  the  Labour 
party,  although  they  were  at  that  time  in  a 
peculiarly  strong  position;  and,  by  so 
doing,  scattered  the  Liberal  party,  with  the 
exceptiMi  of  four  us. 

Mr.  CRANTEK.--We  are  not  lost  I 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— We  are  not. 
The  Prime  Minister,  by  his  action,  gave  up 
a  powerful  position,  in  which  no  party  in 
the  Hoase  could  take  any  step  without  the 
approval  and  consent  of  his  party ;  and  all 
to  placate  the  honorable  member  for  Bat- 
man, the  honorable  member  for  Maribyr- 
nong,  the  honOTable  member  fw  Corio,  aind 
the  honorable  member  for  Laaneccorie.  If 
four  or  five  men  are  to  dominate  a  Prime 
Minister  when  great  issties  are  at  stake, 
that  Prime  Minister  has  no  right  to  hit 
position.  One  night,  vrhen  I  was  speak- 
ing, the  Prime  Minister  said  that  he  never 
had  any  arrangement  with  the  labour 
party ;  but  I  give  that  an  absolutely  flat 
denial ;  and  there  are  men  listening  to  me 
now  who  know  what  took  place. 

Mr.  Wattuns. — Hear,  hear;  we  will 
U-ing  in  the  records  and  read  them. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE— Moreover,  the 
Prime  Minister  tried  to  put  me  in  the  poo- 
tion  of  one,  and  the  only  one.  who  had 
negotiated  with  the  Labour  party.  I  do 
not  object  to  that ;  but  the  Prime  Minister 
has  told  me  fifty  times  that  the  natural 
alliance  was  between  our  party  and  the 
Labour  party. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Then  the  htmorable 
member  is  all  right  now — he  is  allied  to 
the  Labour  party  I 

Sir  WILLIAM  I-YNE.— I  would  fi« 
thousand  times  rather  be  allied  to  the 
Labour  party  than  to  the  right  honorable 
memljer  for  Swan  and  his  party.  I  have 
never  been  allied  to  such  a  confused  and 
kaleidoscopic  mass  as  that  represented  by 
honorable  memb^fitij^epteOOglC 
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Sir  John  Forrest. — What  is  the  honor- 
able member  growling  about? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  .—I  am  not 
growling,  but  hitting  at  the  right  honorable 
member,  who,  apparently,  camiot  keep  his 
mouth  ^ut.  The  Prime  Minister  said  the 
other  day  that  he  was  proud  to  have  the 
suppOTt  of  the  Conservatives;  and  I  leave 
him  with  his  tribe.  But  it  is  strange  that 
we  should  hear  this  from  a  man  who  has 
been  denouncing  the  Conservatives  ever 
since  he  had  political  breath. 

Mr.  Reid. — It  is  a  misprint — he  meant 
preservatives. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  have  been  in 
public  life  a  long  time,  and  I  do  not  re- 
quire notes  to  ranind  me  of  every  event 
of  importance  in  the  past;  but  I  have  no 
desire  to  be  drawn  into  a  retrospect,  be- 
cause it  might  prove  awkward  to  others. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Does  the  honorable 
member  remember  anything  good? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Everything  I 
did  was  good,  and  everything  I  ever 
thought  in  politics  is  good.  The  hcHiwable 
member  for  Dalley  laughs,  but  if  he  could 
get  under  the  shelter  o£  the  Labour  party 
to-day,  he  would  be  there  like  a  shot. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — I  have  been  invited  often 
enough. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Let  the  honor- 
able member  ask  the  Labour  party  to  invite 
him  now. 

Mr.  Reid. — When  is  the  honorable  mem- 
ber g<ring  to  take  the  Labour  pledge  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— We  have  a 
great  Town  Hall  in  Sydney,  in  which  I 
was  never  able  to  make  my  voice  fully 
heard;  the  only  man  who  can  do  so  is  the 
hwiorable  member  who  has  just  interjected, 
and,  in  a  small  room  like  this,  his  vmce  is 
very  harassing.  A  man  holding  the  high 
position  of  Prime  Minister  should  be  ex- 
ceedingly careful  before  he  destroys  party 
and  {Hindples;  and  the  destruction  in  the 
present  case  has  been,  f<»r  what?  To 
destroy  humanity.  For  we  know  only 
too  well  that  there  is  a  deare  to  this 
end  on  the  part  of  the  Conservatives,  with 
whom  the  Prime  Minister  is  now  asso- 
ciated, and  who  will  never  leave  him  as 
lOTg  as  he  lives.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man may  try  to  return  to  the  right  path 
with  the  help  of  the  Age  by-and-by,  but, 
depend  uptm  it,  he  will  never  be  trusted 
agaia  1  am  not,  myself,  a  member  of 
the  Labour  party. 

Mr.  Hans  Irvine. — TEe  honorable 
member  soon  will  be  I 


Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— On  such  points 
the  Labour  party  are  the  best  judges;  at 
any  rate,  they  trust  me,  while  they  would 
not  trust  the  honorable  member.  All  my 
life  I  have  been  fighting  to  raise  our  com- 
mon humanity ;  and  I  can  say  that  more 
has  been  dcme  in  this  direction  since  the 
advent  of  the  Labour  party  in  New  South 
Wales  and  the  other  States,  and  also  in 
the  Craunonwealth,  than  was  ever  done  be- 
fore in  the  history  of  Australia.  The  aim 
of  the  Labour  party  is  to  improve  the  con  - 
ditions of  life,  so  that,  unlike  Great 
Britain,  Australia  may  not  be  cursed  with 
slum  residents.  Mr.  Ward,  the  editor  of 
the  Sydney  Daily  TeUfrafh,  who  has  been 
a  writer  on  the  Free  Trade  side  for  years 
in  Melbourne.  Sydney,  and  Brisbane,  said, 
in  a  speech  the  other  day  in  England,  that 
his  ideas  had  changed  since  visiting  the 
slums  of  the  Old  Country.  Honorable 
members  opposite  are  leagued  now  to  re- 
duce our  own  people  to  similar  straits ; 
and,  in  support  of  this.  I  refer  honorable 
members  to  an  extraordinarv  statement 
made  by  Mr.  W.  E.  Abbott,  of 
the  Pastoralists'  Union,  to  the  effect 
that,  as  the  Arlntration  Acts  had  failed, 
it  was  only  necessary  now  to  bring  the 
labourers  to  their  bearings  bv  starvarion. 
He  made  that  statement  recently,  and  rxt 
the  Government  benches  we  see  the  repre- 
sOTtatives  of  those  who  make  such  declara- 
tions. Mr,  Abbott  is  the  President  of  the 
Pastoralists*  Union  of  New  South  Wales. 

Mr.  Chanter. — And  a  member  of  the 
new  Liberal  League. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— He  is.  Let 
honorable  members  opposite  take  that  ^ate- 
ment  to  their  hearts,  and  nst  what  the 
people  of  the  Commonwealth  will  say  to 
them. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — He  is  a  supporter  of 
this  Government. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Yes;  a  great 
suppCHter  of  it.  The  representatives  of  the 
capitalists  on  the  Government  side  of  the 
House  are  aiming  at  the  present  time  to 
bring  the  necks  of  the  labouring  classes 
of  Australia  once  more  under  the  heel  of 
capital  and  tyranny,  and  to  deprive  them 
of  the  power  won  for  them  by  the  Liberals 
and  Labourites. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis. — ^Will  the  honorable 
member  read  the  words  actually  uttered  by 
Mr.  Abbott?    He  has  misquoted  him. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE^I  could  not 
place  my  hand  upgtiiie<theV|iio^^^t  the 
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moment,  but  I  have  it  now.    The  repcHt 

reads — 

Mr.  Abbott  said  it  must  be  clear  to  all  that 
it  had  broken  down- 
He  was  referring  to  ounpulsory  arbitra* 

tion — ■ 

and  the  cause  of  the  break-down  was  the  impos- 
sibility of  equally  enforcing  the  acceptance 
of  the  law  by  both  parties  to  any  dispute.  ■  .  . 
It  seemed  that  there  was  no  way  out  of  the 
trouble,  and  that  they  must  of  necesiity,  and 
by  the  will  of  the  workmen,  revert  to  the  old 
methods'  of  "  settlement  by  starvation." 

Those  were  the  words  used  by  Mr.  Abbott, 
and  I  was  not  far  wrong  when  a  few 
moments  ago  I  gave  what  I  believed  to  be 
the  effect  of  his  statement. 

Mr.  Batche(lor. — Honorable  members 
opposite  cannot  get  out  of  that. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  hcmorahle 
member  for  Boothby  ought  to  be  ashamed 
of  himself  for  making  such  infamous  in- 
sinuations. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  Govern- 
ment and  their  supptnrters  are  to  a  very 
large  extent  under  the  domination  of  the 
Employers'  Federation,  the  President  of 
which  is  the  honorable  member  for 
Fawkner. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — Does  the  Minister  of 
Defence  repudiate  his  JosS? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Order.  There  have 
been  more  interjecticHis  than  ought  to  have 
been  made  during  this  debate,  and  they 
are  now  being  added  to  exchange's 
across  the  chamber.  I  hope  honorable 
members,  and  especially  leaders  of  the 
House,  will  refrain  from  such  oxiduct. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  rise  to  make  a 
personal  explanaticm.  I  wish,  sir,  to  call 
your  attention  to  the  fact  that  my  reply 
across  the  table  to  the  honorable  member  for 
Boothby  had  reference  to  remarks  re- 
peatedly addressed  by  him  to  honorable 
members  on  this  side  of  the  House — "  You 
have  done  this,"  and  "  You  have  done 
that."  I  simply  replied  to  a  running  fire 
of  interjections  bv  that  honorable  member. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ha  for  Parramatta  will  reoc^nise  when  he 
gives  the  matter  a  momwit's  consideration 
that  that  is  not  a  point  of  order. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  rose  not  to  a  point 
of  order,  but  to  make  a  personal  explana- 
tiwi. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber has  no  right  to  interrupt  the  speech  of 
another  honorable  member  in  order  to  make 
a  personal  explanaticxi.  The  honorable 
member  for  Boothby  and  he  exchanged  in- 
terjections three  or  four  times  across  the 


chamber,  speaking  so  loudly  as  to  en- 
tirely disconcert  the  honorafcie  member  for 
Hume,  who  is  addressing  the  Chair.  This 
should  not  be  done,  espedaliy  by  Min- 
isters and  ex-Ministers. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  Ministry 
are  now  dominated  by  those  who  have 
selected  as  their  President  a  man  who  is 
prepared  to  use  the  language  that  I  have 
just  read,  and  who  issue  a  circular  sudi 
as  that  sent  out  by  the  Employers'  Fede- 
raticn,  to  which  the  honorable  manber  foe 
Gippsland  has  already  alluded.  That 
circular  was  signed  on  behalf  of  the  Em- 
ployers' Federation  by  Mr.  Walpole,  who 
said  that  working  men  must  not  expect 
employers  to  give  them  sufficient  wages  to 
enable  them  to  drink  beer,  to  go  to  theatres, 
or  to  marry.  What  am  I  to  think  of  the 
action  of  my  late  leader  in  joining  such 
a  Coalition  ?  I  do  not  believe  for  one  mo- 
ment that  he  joined  it  for  the  purpose  of 
personal  gain.  He  jcnned  it,  perhaps,  h^ 
cause  he  thought  that  by  doing  so  he  might 
save  some  of  his  colleagues.  It  would  haw 
been  far  better,  even  from  their  point  of 
view,  had  he  refrained  from  worry  ing  about 
them,  for  their  position  would  have  been 
better  than  it  is  now.  By  his  action  he 
has  introduced  into  the  House  elements  of 
discord  and  strife,  and  has  folded  in  his 
arms  the  Conservatives  who,  when  in  Op- 
position, week  after  week  and  month  after 
month  stone-walled  nearly  every  good  mea- 
sure that  the  Deakin  Government  submitted. 
They  stone-walletl  the  Federal  TarUF  sub- 
mitted by  the  late  Mr.  C.  C.  Kingston,  and 
stone- walled  as  far  as  they  dared  the  Tariff 
which  was  passed  by  the  last  Deakin  Go- 
vernment. The  honorable  gentleman  has. 
I  repeat,  folded  such  men  in  his  arms,  and 
has  gone  with  a  minority  into  a  Cabinet, 
the  majority  of  the  members  of  which  will 
over-ride  him  and  p\a.ce  his  neck  under 
their  heels  on  every  possible  occa^on.  The 
honorary  Minister,  the  hMicwable  member 
for  Brisbane,  has  been  sent  to  England  to 
take  part  in  the  Imperial  Defence  Confer- 
ence, although  the  Prime  Minister  when  I 
worked  with  him  did  not  think  of  such  a 
selection  being  made.  He  had  another 
man  in  view  if  any  one  was  to 
sent.  I  am  also  informed  that  un**' 
the  last  mffluent  the  honorable  gOTtleflia" 
desired  to  send  another  honorable  member 
to  London,  but  was  over-ridden  by  the 
Cabinet.  The  Government  have  sent  as 
our  representative  to  the  Imperial  Defe>£» 
Conference  an  honorable^monher.who  can 
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no  more  be  compared  widi  the  ex-Minist»' 
of  Defence  than  night  can  be  compared 
with  day. 

Mr,  Hutchison. — He  was  the  last  man 
in  the  Chamber  who  ought  to  have  been 
sent. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— And  the  last 
man  who  would  have  been  selected  by  this 
Chamber. 

Mr.  Henry  Witus. — It  was  a  scan- 
dalous thing  to  send  him. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  Prime 
Minister,  however,  has  been  over-ridden  by 
the  majority  of  the  Cabinet.  He  is  reap- 
ing the  fruits  of  his  entering  a  Cabinet  con- 
sisting of  OTily  three  or  four  members  of 
hi^  own  party  as  against  five  or  six  Ministers 
belonging  to  the  other  section  of  the  Coali- 
tion. We  have  not  yet  ascertained  what 
is  the  arrangement  made  between  the  two 
parties.  I  read  in  two  newspapers  before 
the  Coalition  txxAi  place  different  state- 
ments of  what  the  arrangement  was  to  be ; 
but  subsequent  versions  published  in  the 
press  were  not  so  much  at  variance.  I 
also  read  the  report  of  the  speech  which 
the  Prime  Minister  delivered  in  the  Mel- 
bourne Town  Hall  a  few  weeks  ago — a 
speech  which  was  made  for  the  purpose  of 
settinsr  before  the  people  the  policy  of  the 
new  Government.  I  find,  however,  that 
the  policy  as  disclosed  in  the  Ministerial 
statement  differs  materially  frcon  that  whidi 
he  then  announced.  Time  aftw  time,  as 
Treasurer  in  the  Deakin  Government,  I  was 
urged  by  the  honorable  mCTiber  for  Ballarat 
to  stand  firmlv  by  the  question  of  Naval 
Defence  and  to  do  my  best  to  make  ade- 
quate provision  for  it.  Yet  he  has  now 
appointed  as  Minister  of  Defence  the 
greatest  enemy  of  Australian  naval  power 
that  could  be  found.  What  did  the  Min- 
ister  of  Defence  say  on  one  memwable 
occasi<Mi — 

It  will  be  generally  conceded  that  the  mem- 
ber for  Canterbury,  Mr,  Carruthers,  has  made 
a  very  strong  speech  in  favour  of  the  position 
which  those  take  up  who  are  opposed  to  the 
interference  by  the  Katoomba  at  Samoa.  One 
peculiar  feature  of  the  debate  has  been  the 
makinj;  much  of  the  question  of  loyalty.  It 
has  been  asserted  lo-ntRht  that  those  who  dare 
say  one  word  concerning  the  operntions  of  !> 
fleet  are  disloyal  to  the  Mother  Country.  I 
repudiate  any  such  assertion.  The  honorable 
member  who  made  so  much  of  lovalty  to  ni'iht 
W.1S  mistiikin-/  loyalty  for  servility.  Those 
who  rebel  against '  all '  servilitv  cannot  therefore 
be  railed  dis'nval.  Another  kind  of  lovaltv  I 
Anppose  is  binding  ourselves  to  the  New 
Hebrides  for  thirty  vears,  to  the  time  of 
/a,ooo  per  annum,  a*so,  while  the  people  of 
this  country  are  starving.    I  want  to  ray  this  : 


The  limit  of  the  loyalty  of  any  people  must 
always  be  determined  by  a  sense  of  obligation 
to  one's  own  people. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — The  hcmorable  mem- 
ber said  that  when  he  was  a  Republican. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Yes.  He  con- 
tinued— 

We  admit  that  there  should  be  a  fleet,  but 
what  we  are  contending  for  is  that  if  we  are 
to  pay  a  substantial  sum  in  support  of  it,  we 
should  have  some  voice  in  its  direction,  especi- 
ally since  it  was  established  for  the  preservation 
of  Australian  trade  within  Australian  waters; 
therefore,  I  move  that —  .  .  .  *'  It  is  unwise  to 
have  this  country  committed  to  any  expendi- 
ture of  money  or  to  any  naval  or  military  en- 
terprise not  subject  to  the  instant  and  complete 
control  and  direction  of  this  Parliament." 

My  quotation  is  from  the  New  South  Wales 
Hansard  debates  of  1893.  I  am  glad  to 
sav  that  the  original  motion  was  carried  by 
45  TOtes  to  15 
"  Sir  John  Forrest. — ^All  this  took  place 
sixteen  vears  ago ! 

Sir  'WILLIAM  LYNE.— Honorable 
members  are  not  going  to  whittle  away  the 
force  of  our  statements.  We  shall  be  able 
to  hammer  them  into  t^ie  heads  of  honor- 
able members  opposite  if  there  is  no'other 
way  of  getting  them  there.  The  Minister 
of  Defence  also  delivered  an  extreme  Re- 
publican speech  in  which  he  took  exception 
to  the  positicxi  of  the  States  in  regard  to 
the  Mother  Country,  saying  a  number  of 
most  extraordinary  things.  Only  quite 
recently,  when  sitting  wi  the  Opfiosition 
benches,  he  was  opposed  to  the  ccHistructicn 
of  a  fleet  here. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^That  is  absolutely 
incorrect. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  cannot  at  the 
moment  quote  the  honcnrable  member's  re- 
marks, but  my  memory  is  pretty  good,  and 
I  shall,  later  on,  try  to  produce  the  report 
of  a  speech  in  which  the  honorable  member, 
when  engaged  in  attacking  the  honorable 
member  for  Ballarat,  his  present  chief, 
spoke  against  an  Australian  Navy,  and  in 
favour  of  an  increase  in  the  subsidy  paid 
to  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — That  is  a  different 
statement. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  was  not  al- 
lowed to  oxnplete  my  original  statement. 
Will  the  hcHioraUe  member  again  tum  him- 
self upside  down  and  inside  out,  as  he  has 
done  so  many  times  in  the  past  few  years? 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — And  as  the  honor- 
able member  has  done. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE^Never.,  I  have 
never  deviated  fFSpeeff^CpoOhStS  (bourse. 
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The  honorable  member  stated  that  I  re- 
duced the  wages  of  the  New  South  Wales 
railway  employ^.  That  is  absolutely  in- 
correct. Let  me  tell  the  House  what  hap- 
pened. When  Ministor  for  Railways  in 
New  South  Wales,  I  visited  Orange  in  con- 
nexion with  the  arrangements  for  a  water 
supply,  and  the  financial  positicm  being 
acute,  stated  there  that  one  of  two  things 
must  happen  if  the  railways  were  to  be 
made  to  pay ;  that  fares  must  be  raised  or 
wages  must  be  reduced.  A  then  colleague 
of  the  honorable  member — ^^r.  Abigail — 
put  the  first  part  of  my  statement,  apart 
from  its  connexicxi,  into  a  circular,  and 
distributed  20,000  copies  of  it  to  the  rail- 
way men,  to  make  it  appear  that  I  was  in 
favour  of  reducing  their  wages. 

Mr.  Chanter. — The  honorable  member 
stated  that  he  was  not  in  favour  of  the 
latter  course. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Yes.  That 
shows  what  misrepresentation  took  place.  I 
did  not  reduce  the  wages  of  the  railway 
servants,  but  the  party  to  which  the  honor- 
able member  for  Parramatta  belonged  did 
so  afterwards.  That  can  be  proved  from 
the  records. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — The  hOTwable  member 
tried  to  sell  the  Sydney  tramways. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE— I  was  in 
favour  of  selling  the  tramways.  In  the 
early  days,  when  not  many  lines  were  open. 
I  did  not  think  that  the  system  would  ever 
become  the  gigantic  concern  that  it  is  now. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Has  this  anything  to 
do  with  the  question  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  am  merely 
replying  to  an  inter  fectuxi. 

Mr.  Page. — ^Would  the  hcmorable  mem- 
ber sell  them  now? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Certainly  not. 
The  hffliorable  member  for  West  Sydney 
deserves  great  thanks  for  unearthing  the 
political  career  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Parramatta.    He  says — 

Consider  his  position.  He  has  espoused  at 
different  periods  in  bis  astounding  career  every 
principle  and  enlisted  unrler  the  banner  of  every 
party.  He  has  been  a  Protectionist  and  a  Free 
Trader  

Mr.  Reid. — The  honorable  member  was 
once  a  Free  Trader. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYXE.— Never.  I  was 
one  of  the  first  three  Protectionists  in  the 
Parliament  of  New  South  Wales.  I  had 
not  thought  the  question  out  before  I  en- 
tered Parliament,  but  directly  it  was  raised 
by,  I  think,  Mr.  Ninian  Melville  and 
Mr.  David  Buchanan,  I  joined  myself  to 


them.  I  never  departed  from  that  pcdicy. 
To  continue  my  quotatim — 

He  has  been  a  Protectionist  and  a  Free 
Trader,  the  Leader  of  the  Labour  partr,  and 
the  Leader  of  the  anti-Labour  party.  He  has 
been  a  Republican,  shrieking  against  mooarcfas 
and  against  the  Governor's  right  of  Tcto,  msd 
against  lip  slobbering  loyalty,-  and  is  now  a 
lip  slobbering  loyalist  himself. 

Mr.  Hakper. — Fran  what  is  the  hoim- 
able  member  quoting? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— From  records 
put  together  by  the  honor£d>le  member  for 
West  Sydney,  which  I  examined  to  see  if 
they  were  correct.    The  honorable  member 

cannot  deny  these  statements — 

He  denounced  the  payment  of  the  Navkl 
salnidy  to  Great  Britain  save  upon  imposn]]!^ 
conditiou — that  we  should  have  a  voice  in  the 
expenditure  of  the  money,  and  that  the 
squadron  should  never  leave  these  waters.  No- 
thing now  will  suit  him  but  that  there  should 
be  a  North  Sea  Fleet,  and  no  Australian 
squadron,  while  any  local  control  of  the  Naw 
is  rank  disloyalty.  He  was  a  land  value  taxrr. 
He  came  in  to  get  a  land  tax.  He  now  is  the 
chosen,  but  surely  not  trusted,  t»nner-bearer  of 
the  great  landlorth  of  Australia. 

Mr.  WiLKS.— The  honorable  member  f--*- 
Parramatta  is  not  big  enough  to  do  all  that. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— He  is  round- 
about enough,  and  he  can  turn  comerj 
quickly,  as  he  has  done  lately. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — But  he  was  ne^tr 
fool  enough  to  have  anything  to  do  with 
the  honorable  member. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  honoral^e 
member  tried  hard  to  once.  Whom  has 
the  honcM-able  manber  for  Ballarat  as  hi> 
colleagues?  He  has  the  honorable  mem- 
ber— and  I  regret  to  call  him  an  honorabie 
member  of  the  present  Ministry — for  Dar- 
ling Downs,  who  has  linked  himself  with 
men  who  boycotted  his  father  all  his  life.  I 
knew  his  father  well.  I  know  the  men  who 
bo}Cotted  him,  and  I  am  ashamed  to  think 
that  his  sc«i  should  be  sitting  shoulder  to 
shoulder  with  them. 

Mt,  Kelly. — Does  not  the  honOTaMe 
member  wish  that  he  was  there  himself? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  do  not.  I 
would  not  deliver  up  my  honour  for  all  the 
Ministerial  positions  in  the  world. 

Mr.  Agar  Wynne. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber's luck  was  out. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— That  is  a  verv 
unfair  statement,  and  I  wish  the  honorable 
member  would  take  it  back,  because  I  tell 
him  that  it  is  utterly  untrue. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Will    the  honorable 
member  for  Hume  kindly  withdraw  that  re- 
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9ii  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  withdraw  it. 
When  I  can  take  office  honorably  I  shall 
never  shirk  my  responsibilities,  and  will 
fight  for  my  position,  and  for  the  positicm 
of  the  Ministry,  but  I  shall  never  take  office 
with  dishonour.  I  am  referring  now  to 
members  of  the  present  Ministry  as  having 
taken  office  with  dishonour,  as  will  be 
shown  to  the  country  before  long. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Surely  that  is  not 
parliamentary  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  should  think 
it  was,  and  it  is  true.  Who  are  the  sup- 
porters of  the  hwiorable  member  for  Bal- 
larat  ?  Ammigst  them  are  Conservatives  in 
the  persons  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Capricornia,  the  honorable  member  for 
Nepean,  the  hcmcoabte  member  for  Indi, 
Che  honorable  member  for  Parramatta,  the 
honwaUe  member  for  Oxley,  who  has  al- 
ways voted  against  us,  and  that  arch  Cbn- 
servative,  the  honorable  member  for  Fawk- 
ner,  whom  I  regard  as  the  most  dangerous 
man  in  this  Parliament,  with  the  nice, 
supercilious  way  in  which  he  walks  round 
amongst  the  members,  and  takes  the  ladies 
up  to  tea.  He  is  the  president  of  the  Em- 
I^oyers'  Federation  of  Victoria,  and  this  is 
a  ^Iinist^y  represttiting  Employers'  Federa- 
tions, banks,  mortgage  companies,  and 
capital  right  through,  and  not  representing 
one  individual  wcnrking  man  in  the  commu- 
nity. Amongst  other  Conservative  sup- 
porters of  the  Government  iie  the  honcwable 
.  member  for  Brisbane,  who  is  a  black  labour 
man,  and  a  few  other  black  labour  advo- 
cates. I  am  not  sure  that  the  honorable 
member  for  Fawkner  and  the  right  honor- 
able member  for  Swan  do  not  advocate 
black  labour.  I  speak  from  experience, 
for  I  remember  having  a  great  argument 
with  the  latter  as  to  whether  or  not  certain 
industries  should  be  carried  on  in  the 
Vorth-west  of  Western  Australia  by  black 
labour.  The  honwable  member  ad\'ocated 
it. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  deny  that  abso- 
lutely. 

Si^  WILLIAM  LYNE.— If  I  am  wrong, 
I  am  sorry. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  never  had  an  ar- 
gument with  the  hcmwable  member  in  my 
life  on  the  subject. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— After  that  I 
can  say  no  more.  Other  supporters  of  the 
Government  are  the  hmorable  member  for 
Fremantle — an  extraordinary  man,  who 
says  extraordinary  things,  and  who,  I  be- 
lieve, is  a  very  good  railway  contractor, 
although  he  is  not  a  good  member — the 


honorable  member  fot  Flinder^I  am  not 
sure  that  I  should  not  call  him  the  arch 
Conservative,  but,  at  any  rate,  they  are  all 
in  the  box  now— the  honorable  member  for 
Grampians,  who  is  a  great  Oxiservative, 
although  Uiey  all  say  that  they  are  great 
Liberals,  and  the  honorable  member  for 
Lang,  who  is  not  so  bad  as  most  of  them. 
Then  there  is  the  hcMiorable  member  for 
Wentworth,  who  is  sitting  on  thorns,  and 
wants  an  opportimitv  to  get  into  a  com- 
fortable seat  sofbewhere  else.  I  do  not 
think  he  will  support  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Ballarat  verv  long.  There  is  the 
honorable  member  for  Franklin,  who  was 
always  against  his  present  leader,  and  that 
great  man,  the  hcmorable  member  for 
Ecbuca.  I  si^pose,  but  I  am  not  qu&te 
sure,  that  the  honorable  member  for  Bal- 
larat has  also  among  his  supporters  the 
right  hcxwraUe  men^ier  for  East  Svdney. 
I  was  never  so  surprised  in  my  life  as 
to  find  that  ri^t  honorable  gentleman, 
who  generally  takes  an  active  part  in  de- 
bate, sitting  like  a  lamb  behind  the  present 
Government. 

Mr.  Reid. — I  have  be^  fighting  for 
twenty-eight  years.  I  think  it  is  time 
I  took  a  rest,  and  let  the  other  fellows 
do  the  fighting. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  should  like 
to  hear  the  pleasant  tcMies  of  the  honorable 
member's  voice  upon  this  motion,  telling  us 
what  he  really  thhiks  of  the  position.  There 
is  the  honorable  member  for  Wimmera, 
who  helped  others  to  destroy  the  Tariff, 
and  that  great  Liberal,  the  hwiorable  mem- 
ber for  Parkes. 

Mr.  Watbuns. — He  believes  in  black 
labour. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— All  the  black 
labour  advocates  sit  on  that  side.  I  read 
this  list  simply  to  rfiow  what  a  hetero- 
geneous mass  Ministers  are,  and  what  a 
heterogeneous  mass  their  supporters  are. 
I  must  now  say  a  word  about  the  new 
ccmbinatioo  that  has  been  formed  in 
Sydney.  I  met  two  or  three  gentlemen 
on  Tuesday  morning,  after  the  list  of  mem- 
bers of  the  new  Liberal  league,  or  what- 
ever it  is  called,  h.Td  been  published.  Hon- 
orable members  know  the  league  I  niean. 
It  is  Joshua's  league,  and  Beale's  league. 
If  ever  a  party  delivered  itself  into  the 
hands  of  the  friends  of  Democracy  in  Svd- 
ney, this  league  has  done  so  by  its  electim 
of  officers  and  by  its  list  of  suppcxters. 
I  will  quote  their  names.  I  do  not  take 
any  exception  to  the  name  of  the  honorable 
member  for  North  Sydney.    He  is  his  ow» 
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kind  of  Conservative.  He  is  a  very  nice 
man. 

Mr.  DucALD  Thomson. — Thanks  ! 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Then  there 
follow  the  names  of  J.  G.  Farleigh, 
M.L.C.,  who  was  never  a  true  Protec- 
tionist, but  always  a  w(^bler;  J.  H.  Wise, 
who  never  was  a  Protectioiist;  .  F.  W. 
Bacon,  who  is  a  squatter  and  was  always 
a  Free  Trader ;  Alderman  G.  T.  Clarke, 
who  was  secretary  to  the  manufacturers 
and  never  took  the  slightest  interest  in  the 
Tariff  when  it  was  going  through  this  Par- 
liament. These  are  the  principal  men  who 
are  supporting  the  Prime  Minister  in  Syd- 
ney. Then  they  have  Mr.  Beale,  Mr. 
Kethel,  M.L.C.,  Mr.  Archdale  Parkhill, 
who  was  secretary  to  the  Free  Trade 
Uniai  of  New  South  Wales,  Sir  Joseph 
Carruthers,  Sir  William  McMillan,  Dr. 
W.  P.  CuUen,  M.L.C., ;  Messrs.  Sydney 
Smith,  H.  E.  Farmer,  F.  0.  Sargood, 
H.  A.  Browne,  J.  F.  Flockhart,  James 
Burns,  R.  Smith,  J.  T.  Tillock  G.  B. 
Edwnrds,  H.  C.  McFie,  A.  W.  Gillies, 
W.  E.  Hawkins,  E.  F.  Leichner,  A.  W. 
Meeks,  J.  S.  Brunton,  and  Dr.  Hardman. 

Afr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — What  Bums 
is  that? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  do  not  know, 
but  I  know  that  he  never  belonged  to  our 
Protectionist  Association.  I  have  read  those 
names  with  an  object,  and  that  is  to  show 
that  the  new  Reform  League  in  Sydney 
has  not  one  sound  Protectionist  belonging 
to  it. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Mr.  Beale? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— He  never  was 
a  sound  Protectionist.  He  was  a  Protec- 
tionist for  «ie  thing  only — pianos. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — He  was  a  great 
friend  of  the  hcmorable  member. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— He  never  was. 
T  never  trusted  Beale.  After  I  had  fought 
in  this  House,  not  for  him,  but  for  the  prin- 
ciple of  a  duty  on  pianos,  he  met  me  out- 
side and  put  his  nose  in  the  air,  and  said, 
**I  never  wanted  a  duty."  I  said,  "Why 
did  you  not  tell  me  that  before?  But  the 
dutv  was  not  put  on  for  y«i,  but  few  a 
principle." 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — Can  the  hcmorable 
member  give  us  the  names  of  any  sound 
Protectionists  who  are  supporting  him  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Yes,  I  can. 
There  is  Mr.  Hughes,  of  Botanv,  Mr. 
Scott— the  vice-president  of  the  Chamber 
of  Manufactures — Dr.  Nash,  M.L.C,  and 
i    could   run   off   the   names   of  fifty 


others  who  are  not  false  Protection- 
ists, as  is  the  honorable  member.  Id  the 
same  newspaper  froao  which  I  quote  there 
is  a  report  concerning  a  manifesto  issued 
by  the  Free  Trade  League  of  New  South 
Wales,  who  declared  that  their  object  is  to 
raise  again  the  old  Free  Trade  flag  which 
has  b^  so  shamefully  betrayed.  The 
fighting  platform  consists  of  five  planis. 
which  are  glv&a  in  this  newspaper.  There 
is  no  necessity  for  me  to  read  them.  This 
is  the  old  Free  Trade  organizatioa  le- 
vived. 

Mr.  Hughes. — Is  there  one  man  in  that 
Association  whom  any  Free  Trader  in  Ne* 
South  Wales  would  trust  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— There  is  no( 
one  whom  any  Protectionist  would  trust. 

Mr.  Hughes. — No  one  trusts  them. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LVN'K.— What  I  am  gi^ 
ing  to  mention  now  is  S(xnewhat  funm. 
The  Minister  of  Defence  gave  these  naroe* 
to  the  press.  He  says  that  his  supporters 
must  stick  to  the  old  name  Lilieral. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Hear,  hear.  ■ 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  shouldnt 
ha\'e  thought  it !  L  will  give  the  names  o: 
those  who  use  this  word  Liberal.  The 
hcmorable  gentleman  must  have  had  in  hi<- 
ingenious  mind  the  idea  that  unless  he 
emphasized  the  fact  that  this  was  a  Libera 
association  there  was  not  a  man  or  i 
woman  in  New  South  Wales  wU- 
would  have  dreamt  of  such  a  thing.  There 
are  the  name&  of  a  large  number  of  ladies 
here:  Mesdames  Edwards,  Bowmani  Wise, 
Falconer,  R.  Sly,  Sargood,  Spencser,  Fell, 
F.  W.  Bacon,  H.  C.  McFie  and  Burgess. 
They  are  society  ladies. 

Mr.  Reid. — The  honorable  member  is 
entirely  wrong.  I  know  some  of  them  per- 
sonally not  to  be  anything  of  the  kind 
They  are  some  of  the  most  charitable 
women  in  Sydney,  and  are.  not  so-callei 
society  ladies  at  all. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  do  not  sav 
that  they  are  not  charitab'e.  I  say  that 
the  names  that  I  hav;  read  are  those  of 
society  ladies. 

Mr.  Reid. — Absolutely  wrong. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  know  thit 
this  Conservative  associati<Mi  is  not  backol 
up  by  women  belonging  to  <X'dinary  hu- 
manity, but  by  society  women  only. 

Mr.  Reid. — I  say  that  there  is  not  ore 
of  those  ladies  who  is  a  society  lady,  and 
I  think  the  honorable  member  might  draw 
the  fighting-line  somewhere  else. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYN£.— They  may  be 
diaritable  or  thpyz^i^jxcK^Ct^lc 
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Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  am  very  sorry  to 

have  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  the 
right  hcMK>rable  member  f<M"  East  Sydney, 
after  I  had  two  or  three  times  called 
"Order,"  paid  no  attention  to  my  call. 
The  right  honorable  member  must  know  that 
long  interjectiOTs,  such  as  he  has  made,  are 
not  in  order. 

Mr.  Reid. — ^Tbe  first  offence  this  sesskxi, 
Mr.  Speaker. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  believe  that 
the  ladies  to  wh<wi  I  have  referred  are  cmi- 
stituents  of  the  right  honorable  member 
for  East  Sydney. 

.  Mr.  Reid. — I  do  not  think  so,  though 
one  might  be.  I  would  leave  the  ladies  out 
of  this  fight. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— But  they  put 
their  names  in  the  newspapers,  and  they 
cannot  be  left  out  of  it.  T  have  to  deal 
yet  with  Miss  Grace  Watson  I  have  dealt 
before  with  that  lady,  who  has  told  fibs 
by  the  dozen,  and  is  kept  by  the  society 
people  to  look  after  and  help  them.  It 
is  a  disgraceful  thing  for  the  society  people 
to  do.  The  right  honorable  member  for 
Swan  took  her  to  organiie  for  him  in 
Western  Australia.  That  was  a  nice  thing 
to  do. 

Mr.  Webster. — Perhaps  she  is  the 
author  of  the  fusion. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  do  not  know  ; 
she  would  be  author  of  anything.  I  am 
told  that  she  has  had  a  writ  given  to  her 
once  or  twice. 

Mr.  Henry  Wilus. — ^The  honorable 
gentleman  might  leave  her  alone. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Why  should  I 
leave  alcme  a  woman  who  maligns  me,  and 
gives  me  no  reply?  I  have  challenged  her 
in  every  way  to  reply  to  me ;  she  has  told 
deliberate  untruths  about  me. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis. — The  honorable 
gentleman  made  his  defence  at  the  time. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— 1  will  make 
my  defence  if  it  hits  her,  and  I  will  rub  it 
intfv  those  who  are  employing  her,  too. 

Sir  John  Forrest.— The  honorable 
gentleman  has  his  hand  against  every  one. 
He  is  a  regular  Ishmaelite. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— This  exUaor- 
dinary  combination,  without  a  programme- 
Mr.  BOWDEN. — No. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  say  without 
a  programme,  or,  if  they  have  one,  they 
arf  not  game  to  produce  it. 

Mr.  BowDEN. — It  has  lieen  laid  on  the 
table. 

[38] 


Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Call  that  a 

programme?  It  is  a  placard,  not  a  pro- 
gramme, that  has  been  laid  oa  the  table. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — It  is  very  compre- 
hensive. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Yes,  it  will 
last  from  now  till  Doomsday. 

Mr.  Hughes. — ^When  is  Doomsday?  " 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  want  to  know 
what  this  extraordinary  party  is  going  to 
attempt  to  do  with  the  legislation  that  has 
already  been  passed,  and  nearly  all  of 
which  they  exposed  ?  They  have  said  that 
it  is  a  disgrace  to  the  statute-book.  If 
they  are  true  men,  and  have  a  vestige  of 
consistency  in  them,  they  will  nmove,  or 
attempt  to  remove,  fnxn  the  statute-book 
all  those  Statutes  which  they  say  should 
never  have  been  placed  there.  But  they 
will  not  attempt  it,  because  they  are  too 
great  cowards.  They  will  along  where 
they  are  like  an  old  cart  l^se,  and  do 
nothing. 

Mr.  Reid. — The  honorable  gentleman 
fought  my  land  .tax,  and  did  not  talb  it  <^ 
when  he  got  into  power. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.—It  was  not 
worth  calling  a  land  tax. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  honorable 
gentleman  fought  everything  Democratic  in 
those  days. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Did  I?  The 
honorable  member  for  Parramatta  charges 
me  with  fighting  against  Democracy.  What 
did  I  do  about  early  closing,  old-age  pen- 
sions, and  the  Railway  Appeal  Board  ?  I 
could  not  have  done  what  I  did  in  con- 
nexion with  those  matters  but  for  the  help 
of  the  State  Labour  party.  The  right  hon- 
orable member  for  East  Sydney  fought  old- 
age  pensions  from  the  commencement  to  the 
end.  Did  not  the  right  honorable  gentle- 
man get  up  night  after  night  with  a  flourish 
of  trumpets,  and  with  his  twirly  tongue 
talk  about  the  pocM:  shopkeepers  and  the 
old  women  who  should  be  allowed  to  sit  up 
late  at  night,  when  he  was  opposing  the 
Early  Closing  Bill? 

Mr.  WiLKS.^ — The  present  honorable 
members  for  Parramatta  and  Dalley  fought 
for  it. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Thank  good- 
ness I  could  have  passed  the  measure  with- 
out the  assistance  of  the  hoiKM-able  members 
for  Parramatta  and  Dalley. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  honorable 
gentleman  made  a  lightnipg  change  to  get 
office.  Digitized  by  Google 
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Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— When  the  hon- 
OTable  member  itx  Faitamatta,  who  never 
passed  a  single  Democratic  measure  iii  his 

life,  accuses  me  of  not  voting  for  Demo- 
cratic measures,  I  cannot  allow  such  a  state- 
ment to  go  unchallenged. 

Mr.  Hughes. — The  only  thing  they  ever 
passed  was  the  land  tax,  vhicli  they  now 
denounce. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— And  it  was 
partlv  whittled  away. 

Mr.  Hughes. — Of  course  it  was  whittled 
away; 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  have  here  a 
list  of  Acts  which  have  been  passed  by  this 
Parliament,  and  1  wish  to  know  whether 
honorable  members  opposite,  after  all  their 
outbursts  against  the  provisions  of  the 
Immigration  Restriction  Act,  are  going  to 
remove  that  Act  from  the  statute-book? 

Mr.  Hughes. — ^They  will  remove  no- 
thing. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— They  will  not 
remo^'e  themselves  until  they  are  kicked  out. 

Mr.  BowDEN. — The  honorable  gentleman 
will  not  be  here  at  the  time. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.- 1  shall  be  here 
long  after  the  honorable  member  for 
Nepean. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  man  who  ap- 
plied the  first  educaticHi  test  is  on  this  side 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Then  he  did  it 
by  accident,  I  suppose. 

Mr,  Joseph  Cook. — ^That  was  in  the 
days  when  the  honorable  gentleman  was  op- 
posing everything  Democratic  in  New  South 
Wales. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  deny  that, 
and  I  ask  that  the  honorable  member  ion 
Parramatta  should  be  ccmpelled  to  with- 
draw that  statement,  which  is  a  libel  on  me. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  certainly  shall  not. 
It  is  the  simple  truth. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Hume  has  been  libelling  every  one 
to-night. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  have  been 
telling  the  truth. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  honorable  mwn- 
ber  has  not. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Will  the  honorable 
member  take  his  seat?  A  number  of  inter- 
jections made  in  the  last  few  moments  have 
drawn  the  honorable  member  entirely  off  his 

subject.  Most  of  his  speech  for  the  last 
quarter  of  an  hour  or  twenty  minutes  has 
been  due  to  interjections  which  were  quite 
beside  the  mark.  I  ask  honorable  mem- 
bers to  refrain  from  interjecticxis  which  can 


be  of  no  possiUe  service  to  the  debate,  and 
which  simply  put  the  honorable  member  fa 
Hume  off  the  track. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  was  saying 
that  I  have  here  a  list  of  Acts  which  ha\e 
been  passed  by  this  Parliament  since  it  first 
met,  and  I  would  like  one  of  these  carping 
honorable  gentlemen  we  are  opposed  by. 
and  by  whom  we  have  been  sold — because 
the  Protectiwiists  were  sold,  as  Metz  was 
sold  by  Bazaine — to  say  what  Acts  of  the 
Federal  Parliament  they  wish  to  repeal. 
It  would  take  some  time  to  go  throu^  the 
list,  and  as  I  have  other  matters  to  lefer  to, 
perhaps  I  should  not  detain  htxiorable 
members  with  it  now, 

Mr.  Chanter. — Let  the  honorable  gaitle- 
man  refer  to  the  principal  measures. 

Mr.  Hughes. — Are  they  going  to  amend 
the  Arbitration  Act  now  that  they  ha\-e  a 
majority  ? 

Mr.  Kelly. — Hear,  hear;  to  keep  La- 
bour lawyers  out  of  the  Arbitration  Court. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— They  might  dc 
s(»nething  to  keep  lawyers  out  oi  the  Min- 
istry. Are  honwabte  memb^  opposite  i 
going  to  repeal  the  Canmimwealth  Fran-  I 
chise  Act  which  would  mean  denying  vote 
to  women?  A  great  many  of  them  were 
opposed  to  that  measure.  i 

Mr.  Bowden. — What  rubbish  ! 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  hoDOTable 
member  is  a  bit  of  rubbish  hiooself .  Hon- 
(vable  members  opposite  are  not  game  to  d? 
that. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  gave  the  fran- 
chise to  women  in  West^  Australia,  be- 
fore I  came  here. 

Mr.  Hughes. — The  right  honorable 
gentleman  was  led  to  it  like  a  bullock  to 
the  pen. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Are  honorable 
members  opposite  going  to  repeal  the 
Immigration  Restriction  Act  ? 

Mr.  Batchelor. — They  said  they  wouH 
do  so. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— They  s.iid  w 
many  a  time. 

Mr.   J.   H.   Catts. — What  about  the 

White  Ocean  policy? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE— Yes;  are  the* 
going  to  repeal  that,  and  the  Sea  Carriaj^ 
of  Goods  Act  ?  Do  they  intend  to  repeal 
the  Anti-Trusts  Acts  ?  Will  they  give  in 
to  the  big  monopolists  and  repeal  all  the 
legislation  which  those  people  wish  to  haw 
rcpe.iled?  I  think  that  they  will  ver\' 
shortly  avail  themselves^of  an  oppOTtunity 
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Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  Sea  Carriage 
of  Goods  Act  was  passed  by  the  right  hon- 
orable member  for  East  Sydney. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— What  about  the 
Australian  Industries  Preservaticm  Act  and 
the  Bounties  Act? 

Mr.  Hughes. — What  about  the  Surplus 
Revenue  Act  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— They  ought  to 
repeal  that,  too. 

Mr.  Hughes. — They  were  all  against  it 
to  a  man. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — Not  all. 

Mr.  Hughes. — All  but  one  or  two. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber  will  kindly  take  his  seat.  I  am  very 
.sorry  to  have  to  call  attention  to  the  fact 
that  the  honorable  member  for  Dalley  and 
the  honorable  member  for  West  Sydne\ 
have  both  transgressed  the  direction  I  gave. 
If  my  direction  is  transgressed  again  I  must 
name  the  honorable  member  who  is  guilty. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  have  referred 
to  a  few  of  the  more  impcntant  measures 
which  have  been  pissed  in  this  Parliamoit. 
There  are  many  more  to  which  I  might 
refer,  but  there  are  other  matters  which  I 
wish  to  deal  with.  I  should  like  to  ask 
the  present  Government  what  they  intend 
to  do  about  the  Customs  duties?  Are 
they  fioing  to  allow  the  Customs  and  Excise 
Tariffs  to  remain  as  they  are?  I  hold  in 
my  hand  two  lists  of  the  anomalies  which 
were  prepared  by  the  Department,  one  con- 
taining fifty-one  items,  and  the  other 
twenty -nine  items.  A  great  many  of  them 
are  very  serious  anomalies.  Axe  we  not 
going  to  do  anything  with  the  Tariff  for 
fire  years?  I  can  hardly  believe  that  the 
Prime  Minister  has  agreed  to  such  an  out- 
rageous proposal.  Take  the  Common- 
wealth Oil  Corporation,  in  New  South 
Wales,  which  has  spent  nearly  ;^8oo,ooo 
in  <ie\'pIoping  one  of  the  finest  industries 
to  be  found  in  Australia,  and  which  is  be- 
ing crushed  out  by  the  Standard  Oil  Com- 
pany. They  have  constructed  a  railway, 
and  got  everything  at  work.  At  the  pre- 
sent moment'  they  are  rai»ng  a  further 
capital  of  ;^4oo,ooo  to  de\-elop  what 
will  be  one  of  the  greatest  industries  in  the 
Cbmmonwealth,  and  will  employ  from 
3,000  to  4,000  or  5,000  men.  This  will 
be  crushed  rwit  of  existence  if  the  Tariff 
is  not  altered.  The  honorable  member  for 
Yarra  was  very  much  impressed  with  the 
extent  of  the  works  which  he  recently 
nsited,  though  he  was  opposed  at  one  time 
to  the  impositicxi  of  the  duty  on  cnl. 


Mr.  Kelly. — Is  he  now  in  favom-  of  a 
duty  on  kerosene  oil  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  am  not  going 
to  sfieak  for  the  honorable  member. 

M/.  Watkins. — What  did  the  honor- 
able member  for  Nepean  say  about  that? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— This  industry 
is  situated  in  the  electorate  of  that  honor- 
able member.  Is  he  going  to  sit  quietly  all 
the  time  and  allow  it  to  be  squeezed  out? 

Mr.  Kbli.y. — He  is  not  going  to  inter- 
ject. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— He  will  not 
sit  there  for  long.  At  Ipswich,  in  Queens* 
land,  we  have  a  cottwi  industry  which  is 
staggering  at  the  present  time,  because  it 
is  not  protected.  When  the  Tariff  was 
under  consideration,  the  representatives  of 
Queensland  tried  theit  best,  and  I  tried  to 
help  them,  to  secure  some  Protecti<Hi  for 
the  industry.  It  is  in  a  languishing  state, 
and  every  one  knows  that  all  the  cotton  re- 
quired in  Australia  could  be  grown  and 
manufactured  at  Ipswich  with  the  aid  of 
a  little  protecticm  to  keep  out  the  cheap 
article.  Are  we  going  to  leave  our  ircKi  in- 
dustries as  they  are  now?  Are  we  not  go- 
ing to  give  them  a  different  class  of  bounty 
in  place  of  the  present  very  unsatisfactcny 
one,  or  a  duty?  Are  we  going  to  leave 
these  ancMnalies  unredressed?  At  the  pre- 
sent moment  a  gentleman  frcxn  Tasmania 
is  preparing  a  petition  for  a  satisfactory 
duty  on  timber.  He  has  called  a  conven- 
tion, and  the  petition  mill  be  presented  to 
the  Ministry  in  the  course  of  a  few  days. 
The  absence  of  a  proper  duty  is  destroying 
the  whole  of  the  timber  industry  in  Tas- 
mania. I  thiiUc  I  am  right  in  saying  that 
500  men  have  been  discharged  within  the 
last  week  or  two. 

Mr.  Storrer. — And  500  more  are  to  be 
discharged  in  twelve  months. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Are  we  to  sit 
twiddling  our  thumbs  for  five  years,  with 
an  unknown  arrangement  between  two 
bodies  diametrically  opposed  in  principles 
and  policy,  because  three  or  four  honorable 
members  who  are  represented  by  the  Prime 
Minister  are  afraid  of  losing  their  seats? 
Is  that  the  way  in  which  the  Government 
of  this  country  is  to  be  carried  on  ?  Shame 
upon  any  Protectionists  in  the  Ministry,  or 
out  of  it,  who  will  vote  for  any  candidate 
who  is  prepared  to  sit  down  quietly  for 
five  years  and  allow  all  these  industries, 
not  only  to  remain  as  they  are,  but  to 
gradually  sink  and  to  be^estroyad?  I 
think  that  the  fee^jigeof y  uiOfiml:^  has 
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begun  to  find  eiqiiession.  I  have  attended 
two  or  three  meetings,  and,  though  the 
press  attempt  to  suppress  what  takes  place, 
never  have  I,  as  a  politician,  felt  the  power 
of  the  people  rising  in  its  might,  as  it  is 
rising  now»  against  those  who  have  be- 
trayal them.  It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that 
this  House  will  consent  to  sit  down  quietly 
and  sulMnit  to  an  arrangement  whidi  was 
arrived  at  behind  the  back  of  Parliament, 
and  under  which  our  industries  are  going 
to  languish,  and  some  of  them  to  die.  It 
is  impossible  to  conceive  that  such  a  state 
of  things  can  be  suffered  to  occur. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts. — In  Queensland  they 
want  an  increased  duty  on  bananas. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.-— Yes.  Let  me 
turn,  for  a  moment,  to  another  subject. 
Probably,  I  have  skipped  two  or  three 
things  which  I  had  intended  to  say.  Things 
too  hard  cannot  be  said  against  honorable 
members  who  are  parties  to  this  terrible 
thing  which  is  gcang  to  besmirch  the 
escutchecxi  of  Australtia  for  all  time,  and 
who  will  each  be  t»anded  by  a  name  which 
I  gave  to  them  some  nights  ago.  Let  me 
turn,  for  a  few  moments,  to  the  Dread- 
neught  offer.  What  is  the  Government  go- 
ing to  do  in  this  matter?  It  was  the  most 
reckless  and  stupid  thing  which  was  ever 
proposed.  I  can  say  that,  without  fear  of 
being  successfully  accused  of  disloyalty, 
for  when  there  was  some  reascm  for  sid- 
ing troops  to  South  Africa — on  one  occa- 
sion when  the  British  troops  had  suffered 
a  rebuff — I  was  the  first  man  in  Australia 
to  send  troM>s  to  help  the  British  Govern- 
ment, and  I  sent  more  than  all  the  other 
States  did.  My  opponents  can  say  what 
they  like  of  me,  but  no  one  will  believe 
their  statements.  The  Prime  Minister  knows 
that  he  and  I  were  present  at  more  than 
one  Conference  in  which  it  was  urged  upCMi 
us  to  build  a  navy  of  small  ships,  such  as 
torpedo  destroyers  and  submarines.  Be- 
fore I  went  to  Great  Britain  I  was  against 
such  a  proposition,  though  for  s(xne  years 
one  of  the  powerful  newspapers  here  had 
advocated  the  formation  of  an  Australian 
navy.  But  I  listened  to  the  representati(»i8 
made  by  the  Admiralty,  and  I  was  con- 
vinced— against  my  will,  I  might  almost 
say — that  the  proper  course  for  us  to  take 
was  to  build  a  navy  at  their  request.  After 
our  return,  the  question  of  an  additional 
subsidy  was  discussed.  That  was  not  asked 
for,  nor  was  it  required,  but  the  Hrane 
authorities  did  want  us  to  build  such  a 
navy  of  small  ships  as  would  protect  us 


against  a  marauding  fleet  whenevo-  Great 
Britain  was  engaged  in  a  heavy  oaval  war 
in  either  the  North  Sea  or  in  the  China  Sea. 
Suppose,  I  said  to  the  Lord  of  the  Ad- 
miralty, an  enemy  sent  down  battle-ships. 
He  snapped  his  fingers.    '*  Oh,  "  he  re- 
plied,   "You    need    not    worry  about 
battle-ships.     If   we  are   at   war  with 
any   nation,    they    will    want    all  their 
battle-ships  where  we  are.     They  could 
not     afford    to    send     any  elsewhere. 
What  we  want  you  to  do" — and  the  Prime 
Minister   knows  all   this — "is  to  protect 
your  cities  iiom  marauding  squadrons  and 
to  protect  your  coal-fields,  until  such  time 
as  we  either  win  or  are  defeated,  and  the 
latter  is  not  to  be  thought  of.    When  we 
win,  we  can  give  you  attenti<m ;  but  we 
fear  that,  if  we  have  to  call  all  our  ships 
awav  to  oat  particular  place  you  might  be 
in  trouble  with  small  vessels  sent  by  the 
enemy."    It  was  that  which  oxivinced  n>e, 
and   the   Prime   Minister   asked    me,  as 
Treasurer,  to  place  this  money  in  a  resCTve 
fund,  for  the  purpose  of  commencing  to 
build  ships.    I  was  attacked  by  the  St.nte 
for  doing  so,  because  they  wished  to  have 
the  money ;  indeed,  if  they  had  their  own 
way  they  would  take  possessi<Ri  not  only 
of  all  the  mone\-,  but  of  this  Farlianent, 
too. 

Mr.  McDonald. — Did  the  States  not 
test  the  matter  in  the  High  Court? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Yes;  I  had 
forgotten  that  fact.  The  Prime  Minister 
decided  to  build  six  torpedo  boat  de> 
stroyers,  whereas  Uie  ex-Prime  Minister 
proposed  to  build  twenty-three,  the  work 
to  extend  over  three  years  and  to  cost 
;^2, 000,000.  Why,  then,  should  any  ob- 
jections have  been  raised  to  the  action  of 
the  ex-Prime  Minister? 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Where  was  he 
going  to  get  the  money? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— He  would  use 
the  m<Miey  that  the  States  get  now. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — All  of  it? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.--An  expendi- 
ture of  ;^2,ooo.ooo  extending  over  diree 
years  is  only  about  ;^7oo,ooo  a  ^'ear. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — No  money  could 
be  taken  until  1910. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— There  is 
enough  money  to  go  on  with  until  1910; 
and  the  ships  are  being  built  now.  The 
ex-Prime  Minister  did  not  talk,  but  acted. 

Mr.  Johnson. — He  violated  a  pledge 
to  Parliament.  Digitized  by  vjOOQIC 


MoUtm  of 


[8  July,  1909.] 


WatU  of  Confidence. 


1029 


Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— It  was  better 
to  do  that  than  to  spend  ^£2, 000,000  on 
a  Dreadnought  which  will  be  old  ircxi  in 
a  few  years.  These  constant  attaclcs  on 
the  Iwalty  of  Australians  are  enough  to 
create  disloyalty ;  and,  besides,  they  create 
a  feeling  that  we  in  Australia  are  not  true 
to  the  Empire.  I  unhesitatingly  say,  how- 
ever, that,  to  a  man,  Australians  are  loyal, 
though  they  do  not  wear  their  hearts  <m 
their  sleeve  all  the  time.  Coming  from 
Tasmania  the  other  day  in  the  Loongana,  I 
met  a  gentleman,  who  evidently  had  a  griev- 
ance and  was  talking  against  everything — 
against  loyalty  and  other  feelings  and  emo- 
ticKts  of  that  kind.  He  did  not  know  me 
at  the  time,  and,  on  my  asking  him  if  he 
was  expressing  his  honest  convictions,  he 
said  he  was.  S<Hne  one  then  told  him  who 
I  was,  and  I  asked  him,  'What  Constitu- 
tion or  nation  would  you  like  to  live  under, 
instead  of  the  British?"  and  he  replied, 
**  I  would  not  live  under  any  other — ^the 
British  people  and  COTStitutibn  for  me !" 
And  then  I  told  him  that  he  ought  not  to 
talk  a  lot  of  nonsense  which  he  did  not 
mean.  We  hear  manv  people  talking  in  a 
similar  strain,  but  we  always  find  that  on 
no  account  would  they  change  the  British 
Crown  and  Constitution  for  any  other. 

Mr.  ToHNsoN. — ^What  about  the  utter- 
ances at  Broken  Hill? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Too  much  is 
made  of  what  is  said  at  Broken  Hill  by 
men  who  are  grieved  and  goaded  by,  in 
mnnv  cases,  starvation,  to  strong  language. 

Mr.  BowDEN. — ^What  about  the  Sydney 
Bulletin} 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— That  is  the 
most  powerful  journal  in  Australia,  and  it 
would  no  mcffe  think  of  "cutting  the 
painter"  than  would  the  honorable  member 
or  mvself.  The  loyalty  of  my  forefathers 
has  descended  to  me  and  mine,  and  I  con- 
tend that  there  are  no  disloyal  people  in 
Australia.  Let  us  do  as  Sir  Wilfrid 
Laurier  proposes.  He  was  too  sensible 
to  offer  a  Dreadnought.  Whatever  arrange- 
ment is  made  between  the  Dmniniais  and 
the  British  Government  will  be  adh«:ed  to 
bv  that  statesman,  as  I  know  it  will  be 
adhered  to  by  us.  If  there  were  any  dread 
of  invasion  every  man  here  would  give  his 
last  shilling  to  assist  in  the  defence  of  our 
shores. 

Mr.  Atkinson. — It  might  be  too  late 
then. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Nonsense  I  We 
are  all  willing  to  help  in  the  defence  of 


the  Empire  as  far  as  possible but  we 
ought  to  get  the  advice  of  those  who  know 
better  than  we  do  befwe  we  plunge  into  an 
expenditure  of  ;£2,ooo,ooo  on  a  Dread- 
nought that  may  soon  be  rotten.  Do  hcxi- 
orable  members  know  that  the  ixice  of  a 
Dreadnought  r^resents  per  head  of 
every  family  in  Australia?  That,  it  will 
be  admitted,  is  a  pretty  heavy  tax- 
Mr.  AxKiNSON.-T-It  need  ncft  necessarily 
be  a  Dreadnought.  It  may  be  an  equiva- 
lent. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— There  is  the 
cloven  hoof !  The  late  Go%-ernment  were 
attacked  because  they  did  not  propose  to 
present  a  Dreadnought;  but,  when  it  was 
thought  that  the  public  feeling  on  the  point 
was  getting  weaker,  the  suggestion  was  a 
Dreadnought  or  an  equivalent.  If  the 
present  Prime  Minister  could  have  ousted 
the  late  Government  on  a  direct  motion  in 
regard  to  the  Dreadnought,  he  would  have 
done  so;  but  he  dare  not  and  could  not 
take  that  step.  The  present  Prime  Minister 
put  out  the  Watson  Government,  aniT  at 
the  time  the  Labour  party,  led  by  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Wide  Bay,  took  action 
against  the  Deakin  Government,  he  knew 
that  he  could  not  expect  their  support  any 
Itmger.  The  Labour  Government  came 
down  to  the  House  with  a  better  programme 
than  we  had,  more  especiallv  in  regard  to 
the  question  of  naval  defence,  but  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Ballarat  did  not  give 
them  an  opportunity  to  explain  thdr  pro- 
gramme. 

Mr.  Johnson. — They  did  not  give  him 
much  of  a,  chance. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— We  knew  what 
they  intended  to  do,  and  the  Prime  Min- 
ister ought  not  to  have  been  disappointed 
when  they  took  action  to  bring  about  our 
retirement  from  office.  The  honorable 
gentleman  knew  what  was  CMning,  and 
when  the  history  of  Australia  is  written  all 
this  will  be  told 

Mr.  Johnson. — I^t  us  have  it  now. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  Prime 
Minister  himself  should  give  the  stor\'  to 
the  House.  The  honorable  gentleman  at- 
tacked the  late  Ministry,  ga^'ged  them,  did 
not  allow  them  to  say  a  word,  and  in  that 
way  committed  one  of  the  most  diabolical 
acts  ever  heard  of.  That  was  the  wav 
he  treated  a  party  that  had  sup- 
ported Governments  of  which  he  was  a 
member  from  the  inception  of  Federaticm. 

That  was  the  way  he  t'®?*4^KPffi^ 
had    supported  Difcigftd  byftsggpglgn  it 
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had  supported  any  other  Prime  Minister.- 
After  promising  to  support  the  Labour  Go- 
\'erninent  when  they  met  Parliament,  after 
the  recess,  he  put  them  out  by  means  of 
the  extraordinary  motion  which  we  ail  re- 
member. It  is  said  by  the  press  that  the 
debate  on  this  motion  is  long,  and  that 
"stone-walling"  is  being  indulged  in. 
Mr.  Joseph  Cook, — Hear,  hear  1 
Sir  WILLIAM  LYNB.— Does  the  hon- 
orable member  think,  having  regard  to  the 
way  in  which  the  present  Prime  Minister 
prevented  the  Labour  Government  from  giv- 
ing expression  to  their  views  and  their 
policy,  that  the  Opposition  are  going  to  re- 
main silent?  But  for  that  action  on  the 
part  of  the  Prime  Minister,  we  should  not 
have  had  this  l<Hig  discussion.  In  going 
before  the  electCMrs  an  honorable  member  has 
a  duty  to  j'.erform  to  his  oxistituents  and  to 
himself. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — But  you  are  not  go- 
ing to  the  country. 

Sir  WILLIAM  J.YNE.— You  are  going 
sooner  than  you  think. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.—The  honorable  mem- 
ber must  address  the  Chair. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  Prime 
Minister  is  greatly  mistaken  if  he  imagines 
that  honorable  members  are  not  going  to  let 
their  cwistituents  know  what  is  taking  place 
here,  despite  the  refusal  of  the  press  to 
piifolish  a  report  of  the  debates.  Every 
elector  will  be  informed  of  the  iniquities  of 
the  Prime  Minister,  and  those  connected 
with  him,  befcffe  the  next  gaieral  election 
takes  place.  I  have  asked  more  than  once 
what  is  the  arrangement  between .  the  two 
parties  to  the  Coalition,  but  the  Prime 
Minister  sits  in  his  piace  as  silent 
as  the  grave.  He  has  broken  up  his 
party ;  be  has  sold  it,  and  has  joined  the 
Conservatives  by  whom  he  is  now  being 
driven.    What  are  they  going  to  do? 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — How  many  more 
times  is  the  honorable  member  going  to  say 
that? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE. —It  cannot  be 
said  too  often.  The  Conservatives  are  in  a 
majority  in  the  Cabinet,  and  they  will 
apply  the  lash  when  the  time  comes.  I 
come  now  to  the  questiwi  of  a  land  tax. 
I  cannot  sav  that  I  am  in  favour  of  both  a 
Federal  and  a  State  land  tax,  but  I  notice 
that  some  of  the  State  Governments  now 
give  indications  of  their  intention  to  im- 
pose one.  That  will  be  another  amiable  ac- 
tion on  their  part.  The  Sydnev  newspapers 
are  urging  the  Go\'ernment  of  New  South 


Wales  to  impose  such  a  tax,  and  I  under- 
stand that  a  similar  tax  has  been  pn^xsed 
by  the  Victorian  State  Government.  Why 
are  the  States  taking  this  step?  Is  it  nut 
to  prevent  the  Commonwealth  doing 
so?  I  hold  that  we  should  have  a  unifwm 
progressive  land  tax  applying  all  over  the 
Commonwealth.  We  should  not  have  a. 
high  land  tax  in  <xie  State  and  a  low  one 
in  another ;  we  should  have  a  unifonn  tax, 
based  upon  value,  and  not  upon  acreaip:. 
In  order  to  secure  such  a  tax  action  must 
be  taken  by  the  Commonwealth  rather  than 
by  the  States. 

Mr.  Atkinson. — The  honorable  member 
does  not  favour  a  Commonwealth  land  tai 
as  well  as  a  State  land  tax? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— No.  I  beliew 
that  we  should  have  only  one  prt^ressiTC 
land  (ax,  and  tteit  it  should  be  imposed  br 
the  Commonwealth. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis. — Is  the  honoraHe 
member  in  favour  of  any  exenfption? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  am  in  favour 
of  the  exemption  of  all  estates  of  the  unim- 
proved value  of  ;£5.ooo,  or  of,  perhaps, 
an  ev&i  larger  exemption. 

Mr.  Atkinson. — Such  a  tax  would  not 
yield  enough  reventie. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— We  are  pre- 
pared to  trust  to  its  yielding  the  revenue 
we  require.  I  desire  now  to  refer  briefl) 
to  the  question  of  navigation.  A  Naviga- 
tion Bill  has  been  before  Parliament  for 
SOToe  time.  It  was  in  existence  I(Hig  befwe 
the  honorable  member  for  West  Sydne} 
and  I  went  to  England  to  take  i^rt  in  the 
Navigation  Ccmference.  At  that  Confer- 
ence  we  secured  great  oOTKessions,  and  it 
was  understood  when  we  left  that  the  Com- 
monwealth Government  would  be  entitled  t» 
embody  those  concessions  in  the  Bill  then 
before  the  Parliament.  Nothing,  however, 
has  since  been  done  in  the  direction  of  mak- 
ing the  necessary  amendments,  but  a  lot  of 
twaddle  has  been  written  in  despatches 
passing  between  the  Commonwealth  Par- 
liament and  the  British  Board  of  Trade. 
Every  recoimii«idation  made  by  the  Board 
of  Trade  means  a  whittling  away  of  tbe 
concessions  we  gained  at  the  COTferawe. 
It  is  absolutely  necessary  that  the  whcJe 
question  of  navigation  should  be  dealt  with 
at  the  earliest  possible  date,  and  dealt  with 
on  the  lines  that  were  agreed  upon  at  the 
Conference.  I  come  now  to  the  question 
of  finance,  to  which  I  should  not  have  re- 
ferred had  vou  not  ruled>me  oufcof  (vder< 
Mr.  Speaker,  n^d  ly  Uttdiij^a^  a  few 
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nights  ago,  to  deal  with  it.   I  wish  to  have 
placed  on  record  in  Hansard  what  was  the 
proposal  that  I  submitted  to  the  Confer- 
ence of  State  Premiers.     I  must  commend 
the  present  Prime  Minister  for  the  attitude 
that  he  took  at  that  Conference,  and  for  the 
way  in  which  he  assisted  me  to  submit  my 
proposals.    The  scheme  was  based  largely 
on  that  prepared  by  the  honorable  member 
for  Memda.     It  provided  that  the  Com- 
monwealth should  take  over  the  whole  of 
the  debts  of  the  States,  which  amounted 
at  the  time  to  some  ^£246,000,000,  but 
which    amount    now,    I    understand,  to 
^252,000,000,     Each  State  was  to  pay, 
for  a  period  of  five  years,  annually  to  the 
Commonwealth  the  difference  between  its 
share  of  the  j£6,ooo,ooo  of  Customs  and 
Excise  which  we  proposed  to  divide  be- 
tween them  and  the  interest  and  expenses 
due  on  its  transferred  debt.     At  the  end 
of  the  five  years  those  annual  payments 
were  to  be  continued,  but  were  to  be  reduced 
by  a  sliding  scale,  operating  annually  for 
thirty  years.    At  the  end  of  that  period  the 
States  were  to  be  absolutely  free  of  indebt- 
edness as  regards  the  transferred  loans.  That 
scheme  was  supported  in  the  most  energetic 
way  by  the  Prime  Minister  at  the  Confer- 
ence, and  the  honorable   gentleman  also 
gave  me  great  assistance  in  preparing  it. 
It  is  the  best  offer  that  has  ever  been  made 
to  the  States,  and  the  easKSt  that  they 
are  ever  likely  to  obtain.   Until  the  finances 
of  the  COTimonwealth  and  those  of  the 
States  are  separated,  so  that  there  may  be 
no  juggling  with  them,  we  cannot  hope  for 
harmony  between  the  Federation  and  the 
States.     The  operation  of  the  Braddon 
section  in  the  ordinary  course  of  ev«its  will 
terminate  at  the  end  of  1910,  and  I  can 
(xily  describe  as  unjustifiable  the  proposal 
to  postpcme  for  five  years  the  (^sideration 
of  the  whole  financial  question,  which  is 
now  ready  to  be  dealt  with.     The,  Com- 
monwealth has  power  to  deal  with  it  if  it 
thinks  fit.  without  ccnsulting  the  States. 
It  may  exercise  that  power  if  the  States 
will  not  come  to  any  agreement  with  us  in 
the  matter.     Every  one  recognises  that  the 
Commonwealth  must  have  more  revenue. 
Our  works  are  growing  apace.    We  have  a 
proposal  to  construct  a  railway  from  Pent 
Augusta    to    Kalgoorlie,    and    there  is 
also  a  prospective  line  to  Port  Darwin. 
We  have  also  to  deal  with  the  finances  of 
the  Post  Office.    I  shall  resist  to  the  utmost 
the  borrowing  of  money  for  any  of  these 
purposes,  tfiough  I  do  not  know  whether 


railways  can  be  built  without  borrowing 
money. 

Mr.  Page. — A  ncm-b<5rrowing  policy  for 
the  Commonwealth  1 

Sir  WILLIAM  tYNE.— Yes.  Once 
borrowing  commences  it  is  an  easy  thing  to 
continue,  because  the  imposing  of  taxation 
is  unpleasant.  When  large  projects  are 
entered  upon,  and  mxmey  has  to  be  found 
for  them,  politicians  are  pnxie  to  say,  "Let 
us  borrow  it,"  to  spare  themselves  the  un- 
pleasantness ot  having  to  increase  the 
taxes. 

Mr.  BowDEN. — Tjie  honorable  membei 
is  an  authority  upcm  borrowing. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— When  at  the 
head  of  a  Government  in  New  South  Wales 
I  did  not  borrow  as  much  as  the  last  State 
Oovernment  borrowed.  It  spent  between 
;£2o,ooo,ooo  and  Xa^fOoo,©©©  of  bor- 
rowed money  in  addition  to  ;£r9, 000,000 
received  from  the  Commtxi wealth. 

Mr.  TtrooR. — Besides,  the  honorable 
member  borrowed  for  resumption  pur- 
poses. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Yes.  1  do  not . 
wish  to  weary  the  House. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — It  is  wearied. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— No  doubt  ray 
speech  has  been  wearisome  to  "Protraders" 
and  "  Freetectionists "  like  the  honorable 
member.  If  I  had  turned  and  twisted 
about,  and  jumped  Tim  Crow,  as  he  has 
done,  I  should  feel  that  I  had  dishonourt-d 
my  career,  and  should  leave  Parliament. 
The  honorable  member,  when  on  this  side 
of  the  Chamber,  had  a  faxx  as  long  as  a 
fiddle;  but  now  both  he  and  the  right  hon- 
orable member  for  Swan  axe  covered  with 
smiles. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— The  way  in  which 
the  hcmorable  member  goes  on  would  make 
any  one  anile. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  have  Jme 
what  I  conceive  to  be  my  duty.  The  Com- 
monwealth has  been  disgraced  by  this  un- 
holy combination.  No  matter  what  the 
newspapers  may  say,  their  masters,  the 
people,  wTll  resent  it  when  honorable  mem- 
bers go  before  them.  Last  night  1  heard 
Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon  deliver  a  speech 
in  the  other  Chamber  which,  for  scathing 
language  

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber may  not  refer  to  what  occurred  in  an- 
other place. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  shall  Sf,v 
merely  that  I  ht-ard  a  speech  which  still 
makes  my  ears  tiq^e^edl^kttOfcdgfehave 
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1  heard  such  scathing  words.  Honcwable 
members  will  feel  the  effect  of  it. 

Ml.  Page. — Thank  God,   we  have  a 

Senate. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.  —  Honorable 
members  opposite  do  not  say  that.  They 
wish  there  was  not  a  Senate.  To-night  the 
Government  could  not  keep  a  House' in  that 
Chamber,  so  that  there  was  a  count-out.  I 
feel  strongly  on  these  matters,  and  so  do 
the  people.  They  are  uplifted  with  hor- 
ror at  this  combinatiOT.  We  used  to  have 
a  journal  in  Melbourne  which  stood  for 
Liberalism  and  Protection.  Now  the  Pro- 
tectionist cause  here,  at  any  rate,  is  prac- 
tically lost  ior  the  time.  The  Protec- 
tionist party  will  not  be  brought  together 
again  for  many  years.  But  I  am  glad  that 
in  Sydney  we  "have  a  newspaper  which, 
last  montti,  doubled  its  circulation,  and  wUl 
this  month  quadruple  it,  the  Australian 
Star,  a  Protectionist  organ,  which  will  ul- 
timately take  the  place  of  the  other  news- 
papers which  have  gone  back  on  their  prin- 
ciples. 

Mr.  KELLY  (Wentworth)  [9.50].— I  con- 
gratulate honorable  members  of  the  Op- 
position upon  the  cheery    optimism  with 
which  they  repeat  again  and    again  the 
same  old  arguments,  believing  that  they 
are  adding  thereby  to  the   sum-total  of. 
human  knowledge. '  In  all  that  was  said  by 
the  honorable  member  for    Hume,  there 
was  much  that  was  unpleasant,    little  that 
was  to  the  point,  and  nothing  that  was  new. 
Yet    the    honorable    gentleman    has  de- 
livered himself  of  his  wonderful  oration  as 
if  he,  of  all  political  mariners,  were 
The  first  that  ever  bunt 
Into  this  silent  sea. 

He  has  delivered  the  speech  whicli  we 
were  led  to  anticipate,  which  has  been  so 
carefully  advertised  for  weeks  past.  Bomb- 
shell after  bombshell  has  been,  hurled  at 
the  Ministerial  citadel,  and  I  ask  you,  Mr. 
Speaker,  to  gaze  at  the  carnage  which  has 
resulted. 

Sir  William  Ly^e.— There  is  one  carn- 
r.ge  on  his  fe-A. 

Mr.  KELLY. — 'Yei.  tlie  honorable  mem- 
Iser  is  the  carnage,  for  1  I>elieve.  in 
truth,  he  is  the  only  person  who  will  be 
found  to  be  damaged  bv  the  reckUss  sMte- 
ments  which  he  has  made  to-night.  Like 
a  Chinese  mandarin  of  the  first  rank,  he 
has,  for  the  last  two  and  three-quarter 
hnurs,  been  hurling  stink-pot  after 
stink-pot  at  thost' .  who  have  suc- 
ceeded    him     on   the   Treasury  bench, 


and  the  result  of  his  Herculean  la- 
bours is  merely  an  unpleasant  smell.  1 
regret  ttat  he  should  have  again  taxed  the 
patience  of  the  House  by  bickering — I  can 
use  no  other  word — with  the  rigbt  honor- 
able men^)er  for  Swan.  I  suggest  that 
these  two  honorable  gentlemen  might  leave 
each  other  alone.  The  timt  was  when  we 
had  our  right  honorable  knight  exploding 
in  opposition  against  their  honorable  knight 
in  office.  Now  we  have  their  honcH'able 
knight  out  in  the  cold,  and  at  the  same 
time  very  heated,  attacking  with  the 
greatest  vehemence  a  right  honorable  gentle- 
man whose  head  is  so  deep  in  the  nose-bag 
that  he  does  not  mind  what  is  being  said. 
\Vhatever  the  disqualifications  of  the  Trea 
surer  for  his  position,  no  man  in  the 
Chamber  has  less  right  to  criticise  him  than 
has  the  honorable  member  for  Hume.  It 
seems  to  me  that  these  honorable  gentlemen 
are  very  much  alike.  Both  smile  when  m 
office,  and  both  are  so  angry  when  out  of  it 
that  they  can  hardly  articulate.  The  House 
recognises  this,  and  it  could  well  be 
spared  their  mutual  Recrimination.  I  ap- 
peal to  that  deep  sentiment  of  Christian 
forgiveness,  which  is  the  noblest  trait  in 
the  grand  nature  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Hume. 

Mr.  Johnson. — He  fwgot  his  halo  to- 
night. 

Mr.  KELLY.— As  he  left  the  Chambe 
he  referred  to  himself  as  carnage,  so  tha: 
it  seems  to  me  that  the  result  preceded  the 
cause.  I  suggest  to  him  that,  if  he  has 
such  a  contempt  for  the  position  of  the  righ' 
honorable  member  for  Swan  that  he  wouli^ 
scorn  to  be  in  his  place,  he  should  scorn  to 
be  in  his  shoes.  If  he  adopts  that  sor 
of  attitude,  he  will  soon  attain  that 
sweet  reasonableness  of  mind  that  is  gene- 
rally the  chief  adornment  of  advancing 
years.  The  honorable  member  for  Htmr 
has  not  been  behaving  himsdf  very  we!' 
lately.  He  has  actually  had  the  temeri^ 
to  accuse  me  of  a  number  of  most  grievoas 
politiciil  faults.  He  finds  fault  with  rot 
nn  the  score  of  an  attenuated  frame  and  thf 
fewness  of  my  years.  The  honorabV 
member  is  ill-advised  in  attacking  me  Iv 
the  two  things  which  I  am  sure  he  envic* 
me  most.  Youth  is  a  blank  cheque  upor 
the  bank  of  life,  and  I  would  re- 
mind the  honorable  member  that  ewn 
an  unpresented  cheque  is  better  than 
one  that  has  been  dishcHioured.  I 
respect  nge  as  much   as  die  honorable 

member  envies  vouth,  , 
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the  age  that  can  respect  itself.  The  hon- 
orable member  told  the  House  a  great  deal 
about  his  absolutely  immaculate  political 
virtue.  He  claimed  that  he  had  never 
done  wrong  in  his  life.  I  should  be  sorry 
to  enter  the  lists  on  a  question  of  accuracy 
with  the  honorable  member  upon  a  subject 
about  which  he  has  infinitely  greater  know- 
ledge than  I  have,  but  I  should  like  to 
produce  tuideniable  evidence  that  the  hon- 
orable member  is  wrong.  I  would  put 
into  the  witness-box  no  less  a  person  than 
Todhunter,  the  writer  of  the  mathematical 
text-book.  He  has  laid  it  down  that — 
There  is  oo  power,  however  great. 

Can 'stretch  a  cord,  however  fine. 

Into  a  horinmtal  line* 
Which  shall  be  absolutely  straight. 

That  is  true  also  of  the  tuHiOTable 
member  for  Hume,  for  I  know  of 
no  power  that  can  stretch  him  untij 
be  is  absolutely  straight.  Only  to-night  he 
denounced  the  honorable  member  for  Parra- 
matta,  or  some  one  else,  for  telling  the 
House  that  on  one  occasion  he  either  cut 
down,  or  threatened  to  cut  down  wages. 
He  diaracteriz^  that  statement  as  wildly 
inaccutate.  I  hold  in  my  hand  an  extract 
from  the  Labour  CaU  of  June,  1909,  which 
refers  to  the  honorable  member  for  Hume 
in  this  way — 

He  did  not  support  Labour,  but  only  opposed 
Cook  and  Free  Trade. 

Anybody  who  saw  the  honorable  member's 
attitude  to-night  must  recognise  how  true 
that  is — 

Let  us  not  suppose  that  oui  enemy's  enemy 
is  iitcessarily  our  fiiend. 

I  recommend  that  very  sensible  statement  to 
my  honorable  friends  on  the  Oppositioi 
benches — 

Arthur  Rae,  cx-Labour  member,  New  South 
Wales,  thus  described  Lyne.  in  •  the  Wagga 
Hummer: — "  W.  J.  Lyne,  Minister  for  Works, 
held  office  before,  and  tried  to  smash  the  rail- 
waymen's  union.  He  pulled  wages  down  on 
the  railwnys  sixpence  per  day." 

I  quote  frcan  the  Queensland  Worker,  14 
November,  1891. 

Mr.  Mahon. — I  happen  to  know  that 
that  is  not  correct.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Hume  was  Secretary  for  Public 
Works  when  the  railway  unicm  was  rea^* 
nised. 

Mr.  KELLY. — I  am  quoting  a  gentle- 
man wh<Ke  sincerity  is  sufficiently  accepted 
by  the  political  unions  of  New  South 
Wales  to  lead  them  to  indorse  his  candi- 
dature for  the  Senate  far  the  next  elections. 
I  hope  the  'honorable  member  for  Cool- 
gardie  will  write  to  Mr,  Rae,  in  justice  to 
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the  hcHiorable  member  lot  Hume,  and  \tt 
him  know  how  the  mattw  stands. 

Mr.  Mahon. — It  is  twaity-two  years  siroe 
the  honorable  member  for  Hume  reoc^ised 
the  railway  union. 

Mr.  KELLY.— -Mr.  Rae,  who  ought  to 
Icnow  what  he  is  doing,  wrote  that  in  one 
of  the  Labour  papers.    If  the  Labour  party 
are  not  satisfied  with  it,  I  hope  they  will 
take  immediate  steps  to  contradict  that  base 
slander  by  one  of  their  candidates  for  the 
Senate  upmi  their  friend  and  helpmate  in 
this  Cliamber.    The  honorable  member  for 
Hume  told  us  of  certain  private  Ministerial 
conversations,  which  were  subject  to  Cabinet 
secrecy,  and  which  he  had  had  with  cer- 
tain honorable  gentlemen  now  occupying  the 
Treasury  bench.    It  is  impossible  for  them 
to  answer  his  statements,  because  if  they 
attempted  to  do  so  they  would  be  just  as 
foresworn  as  he  is  in  giving  utterance  to 
them.    The  hmiorable  member  did  not  stop 
at  what  was  said  by  his  ex-colleagues.  He 
said  he  had  conversations,  which  I  presume 
were  ctmfidential,  with  Cabinet  Ministers  in 
the  Old  Land,  and  that  they  told  him  that 
what  the  Labour  party  now  propose  in 
naval  defence  was  absolutely  the  right  thing 
to  do.    I  shall  read  what  the  first  Lord  of 
the    Admiralty    in    England    really  did 
say   at    the   Conference,    and  horwable 
members  will  find  it  very  different  from 
the  honorable  member  for  Hume's  version. 
He  told  us  that  what  the  Imperial  Go- 
vernment were  anxious  for  was  this  Ultra- 
montane idea  of  a  separate  Australian 
navy,  absolutely  apart  fnnn  the  OTgani- 
zation  of  the  Imperial  Navy,  with  which 
we  must  stand  or  fall. 

Mr.  Watkins. — That  is  not  correct. 
Mr.  KELLY.— Is  not  the  Labour  party's 
idea  of  an  Australian  navy  stxnething  that 
must  be  absolutely  under  Australian  con- 
trol? 

Mr.  Watkins. — Quite  incwrect. 

Mr.  KELLY.— Then  are  the  Labour 
party  prepared  to  join  in  the  Imperial 
naval  organization  in  regard  to  what  Aus- 
tralia is  prepared  to  do  ?  I  hear  no  answer 
to  that  question.  Every  man  in  the  House 
knows  that  my  statement  of  the  Labour 
position  is  absolutely  correct. 

Mr.  Webster. — The  late  Prime  Min- 
ister offered  all  the  resources  of  the  Com- 
monwealth to  assist  England. 

Mr.  Watkins. — It  was  the  labouring 
men  that  went  to  fight  in  South  Africa,  and 
not  men  of  the  honorable  member's  class. 

Mr.  KELLY.— The  hcmWable,  jlanber 
for    Navcastle's  »1^iW*-^gfF  no 
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credit  upcm  him.  The  Labour  Prime  Min- 
ister, who  said  that  the  whole  of  the  re- 
sources of  Australia  would  be  at  the  back 
of  the  Mother  Country  in  her  hour  of  need, 
also  told  us  that  we  were  suffering  from 
hysteria,  when  we  wanted  to  make  proper 
preparations  to  assist  her.  It  seems  to 
me  that  we  were  both  suffering  from  a 
sort  of  hysteria.  Ours  was  the  sort  ot 
hysteria  that  makes  a  prudent  man  insure 
his  house  when  he  sees  a  fanatic  around 
with  a  fire  stick.  Theirs,  when  the  time 
comes,  will  be  the  hysteria  of  a  caged  rat 
when  it  finds  itself  in  a  trap,  and  when,  too 
late,  it  seeks  to  put  forth  its  efforts  to  free 
itself  frc»n  the  danger  that  has  long  been 
coming. 

Mr.  Frazer. — A  "  ratty  "  illustration. 

Mr.  KELLY.— That  remark  reminds  kne 
of  something  which  the  honorable  member 
for  West  Sydney  was  guilty  of  in  my 
elect(»-ate.  He  went  out  and  told  the  people 
there  that  the  naval  policy  of  his  party 
was  "of  the  earth,  earthy."  Personally, 
I  said  at  once,  I  was  very  sorry  to  hear  it. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — He  was  allud- 
ing to  the  land  policy. 

Mr.  KELLY.— I  am  not  talking  of  the 
honorable  member's  or  his  friends'  capacity 
to  acquire  land,  while  advocating  land  na- 
tionalization !  The  honorable  member 
was  talking  of  the  Labour  party,  and 
sa  i  d  that  its  naval  pol  icy  was  ' '  of 
the  eartli,  earthy."  I  was  sorry  to 
hear  that,  because  wc  all  know  the  type 
of  animal  that  lives  under  the  earth,  itats 
live  under  the  earth,  and  the  rat  that  de- 
serts a  ship  that  is  not  sinking,  and  will  not 
sink  if  it  IS  stood  by,  is  not  only  a  lat  but 
"ratty."  I  cotnmend  that  to  my  honor- 
able friend  who  interjects.  I  was  dealing 
with  the  question  of  Australi.in  defence. 
Honorable  members  opposite  talk  as  if  all 
that  was  required  for  Australian  defence 
,  was  for  us  to  look  after  our  own  coast- 
line, and  let  other  people  do  our  business 
for  us  in  other  parts  of  the  world.  But 
do  these  honorable  members  know — they 
who  pretend  to  represent  the  working  com- 
munity of  Australia— that  there  is  hardly 
a  man  in  this  country  who  would  not  lose 
his  occupation  and  his  livelihood  if  the 
command  of  the  seas  were  taken  from 
Great  Britain?  If  thev  doubt  mv  state- 
ment, let  thekn  look  to  the  markets  that 
absorb  the  products  of  the  labour  of  the 
labourers  whom  they  pretend  to  represent 
in  this  House.  •  They  will  find  that  98J 
jwr  cent,  of  the  wool  which  Australia  grows 
is  consumed  elsewhere.  They  will  find  that 


about  86  per  cent,  of  the  chief  minerals 
that  Australia  produces  are  consumed  else- 
where; They  will'  find  that  40  per  cent, 
odd  of  our  butter,  and  56  per  cent,  of  our 
wheat  are  consumed  elsewhere.  That 
means,  if  it  means  anything,  that  if  Aus- 
tralian trade  is  interfered  .with  oa  its  course 
to  its  markets — and  where  so  easy  to  in- 
terfere with  it  as  when  it  converges  on  the 
coasts  of  our  enemies  near  its  mar- 
kets?— 98  J  per  cent,  of  our  shearers, 
and  our  men  engaged  in  pastoral 
pursuits,  will  lose  their  livelihood,  that  56 
per  cent,  of  our  wheat  growers,  40  per  cent, 
of  our  butter  producers,  86  per  cent,  of 
our  miners  in  our  principal  inining  indus- 
tries, will  lose  absolutely  the  occupaticHis 
upon  which  they  depend  to-day,  and  that 
the  commerce  of  these  great  cities  which 
handle  theii  goods  for  them,  and  the  live- 
Khood  of  the  people  of  these  cities, 
will  be  entirely  destroyed.  That  be- 
ing so,  surely  we  have  to  have  regard 
to  the  great  question  of  the  com- 
mand of  the  seas  and  the  security  of 
our  trade  on  its  way  from  Australia  to  its 
markets  throughout  the  world,  and  we 
must  not  deal  with  this  question  in  an 
Ultramontane  spirit,  refusing  to  have  any- 
thing to  do  with  the  great  Imperial  organi- 
zation to  which  we  belong,  standii^  out  sel- 
fishly and  alone,  paddling  our  own  canoe, 
and  hoping  that  no  storm  will  come  to 
swamp  us.  The  Labour  party  claim  ntrt  to 
be  bound  by  any  question  out«de  their  own 
caucus  pledge.  Is  that  a  fair  statement  of 
the  Labour  position?  t  int^pret  the  silence 
of  the  Opposition  as  assent.  Inside  the  plat- 
form of  the  party  these  honorable  members 
say  they  are  bound  to  vote  solidly,  but  that 
thev  are  free  on  other  questions.  But  I 
remind  you,  Mr.  Speaker,  of  divisions 
which  we  have '  had  in  this  House  when 
these  honorable  members  have  voted 
solidly,  although  the  question  at  issue  has 
not  affected  the  platform  of  their  party. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts. — That  does  not  prove 
anything. 

Mr.  KELLY.— The  honorable  member 
will  find  it  difficult  to  discover  any  set  of 

divisions,  outside  its  platform,  in  which  his 
parly  have  voted  solidly  on  other  than  Im- 
perial questions.  Of  course,  we  understand 
that  on  questions  affecting  the  fate  of  a 
Government,  or  on  questions  affecting  th«T 
party  programme,  they  are  expected  to  vote 
solidly. 

Mr.  King  O'Mallev. — We  are  not 
bound  to  vote  as  a  whole  even  on  questions 
affecting  the  fate  of  a  Gorernmentj  We 
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are  free;  honorable  members  opposite  are 
bound. 

Mr.  KELLY. — ^That  makes  my  portion 
the  5tr<xiger.  The  first  diviaon  to  whidi 
I  will  call  your  attention,  Mr.  Speaker, 

took  place  when  the  Government,  then  led 
by  Sir  Edmund  Barton,  brought  down  the 
Naval  Agreement.  The  Naval  Agreement 
aimed  at  the  training  of  Australian  seamen 
in  the  Imperial  Navy.  If  these  honorable 
members  wished  to  support  an  Australian 
Navy,  then,  having  regard  to  the  fact  that 
it  takes  about  four  times  as  long  to  train  a 
man  as  it  does  to  build  a  ship,  they  ought 
to  have  jumped  at  that  opportunity  which 
was  afforded  for  the  training  of  men  in  the 
Imperial  Navy  while  getting  ready  to  build 
ships  for  the  Australian  Navy  they  advocate. 
But  did  they  do  any  such  thing?  No.  When 
it  was  a  question  of  Imperial  co-operation 
these  honorable  members  voted  solidly 
against  the  Naval  Agreement,  which  had 
no  relati(Hi  to  anything  in  their  party  plat- 
form. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts. — We  were  not  bound 
to  do  it,  all  the  same. 

Mr.  KELLY.— They  were  not  bound? 
Why,  then,  did  they  vote  solidly  against 
this  Imperial  project? 

Mr.  Watkins. — Because  the  Admiralty 
did  not  want  it. 

Mr.  KELLY.— How  ridiculous.  We  had 
just  made  an  agreement  with  the  Ad- 
mixalty ;  we  sought  to  obtain  the  sanction 
of  Parliament  to  that  agreement,  under 
which,  I  understand,  the  Admiralty  asked 
for  a  larger  amount  than  we  gave. 

Mr.  Watkins. — They  did  not. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — ^The  Admiralty 
were  very  anxious  to  have  that  agreement 
ratified. 

Mr.  KELLY. — ^We  made  an  agreem«it 
with  them,  and  the  Prime  Minister  of  the 
day  asked  for  its  ratification.  But  honor- 
able members  opposite,  as  a  party,  voted 
solidly  against  that  Naval  Agreement.  I 
come  to  another  question  that  had  never 
been  submitted  to  the  electors  of  Australia ; 
a  question  upon  which  men  might  easily  be 
found  differing,  without  in  any  way  being 
necessarily  said  to  have  their  Imperial  loy- 
alty affected.  They  brought  before  this 
House  the  question  of  Hcane  Rule  for  Ire- 
land. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Gatts.— Did  they  vote  to- 
gether  then? 

Mr.  KELLY. — Here  we  have  interject- 
ing an  h<Miorable  member  who  was  for- 
merly an  Orangeman,  and  he  axnmends  his 
party  for  not  voting  against  Home  Rule. 
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Mr.  J.  H.  Catts. — ^The  honorable  mem- 
ber is  misrepresenting  me  deliberately. 

Mr.  KELLY.— The  deliberateness  of 
any  action  of  mine  is  a  matter  about 
which  the  hcxiorable  member  can  know  no- 
thing. In  that  respect  his  remark  is  like 
many  of  his  statonents  in  this  House.  If 
I  have  misrepresented  him,  I  withdraw  the 
observation ;  but  does  he  say  he  would  vote 
against  Home  Rule  on  a  similar  occasion  ? 
He  does  not  like  to  give  a  reply.  He  is, 
as  usual,  on  the  fence.  I  am  not  going  to 
enter  into  the  merits  of  Home  Rule. 

Mr.  Watkins. — Will  the  honorable  mem- 
ber say  in  what  way  he  voted  oa  that  ques- 
tion? 

Mr.  KELLY. — I  voted  against  the  Home 
Rule  resolution. 

Mr.  Watkins. — Exactly;  the  honorable 
member  is  always  against  everything  demo- 
cratic. 

Mr.  KELLY. — I  am  inviting  the  atten- 
tion of  honorable  members  to  a  chain  of 
motions.  I  know  that  some  people  might 
vote  for  Home  Rule,  and  at  the  same  time 
be  the  keenest  Imperialists.  There  are 
some  people  who  might  be  against  an  Im- 
perial Naval  Agreement,  and  yet  be  Im- 
perialists. But  we  have  here  two  instances 
in  which  the  members  of  this  party,  in 
matters  which  have  nothing  to  do  with  their 
pledges,  voted  solidly  against  the  side  of 
the  subject  on  which  the  majority  of  Im- 
perialists were  ranged.  I  take  honorable 
mwnbers  along  to  another  stage.  I  would 
like  to  remind  them  of  a  motion  intro- 
duced by  the  present  Prime  Minister,  in 
which  it  was  proposed  that  the  Australian 
C<Hnmonwealth  should  contribute  the  small 
amount  of  ;^25,ooo  to  a  project  intended 
to  honour  the  memory  of  one  of  England's 
greatest  Queens.  Certainly  that  matter 
was  not  dealt  with  in  the  Labour  platform, 
and  yet  with  one  exception  honorable  mem- 
bers opposite  voted  against  it.  There  was 
only  one  man  in  the  Labour  party  who  had 
the  manliness  to  get  up  and  say  that  the 
opposition  to  the  proposal  was  too  mean, 
too  contemptible,  and  that  he  would  vote 
with  the  Government. 

Mr.  Watkins. — ^That  does  not  prove  ttie 
honorable  member's  point. 

Mr.  KELLY.— I  have  referred  to  the 
action  of  the  party  in  connexion  with  three 
motions  dealing  with  subjects  outside  their 
platform. 

Mr.  Watkins. — It  was  due  in  the  last 
case  to  the  simple  reason  that  the  Labour 
party  wished  to  do  something  more  credit- 
able'than  was  JJ|fi»»3«?dC:LOOgle 
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Mr.  KELLY. — Honorable  members  op- 
posite can  always  6nd  some  excuse  for  the 
action  they  take.  I  come  now  to  another 
stage.  When,  in  answer  to  the  statements 
of  public  men  of  all  shades  of  opinion  in 
England,  the  people  of  Australia  were 
asked  to  show  the  people  of  England  that 
they  were  willing  to  do  for  them  what  the 
forty  odd  millions  of  people  in  that  country 
are  prepared  to  do  for  us,  although  the 
question  of  giving  Dreadnoughts  to  the  Old 
Country  is  not  upon  the  Ljilwur  platform, 
honorable  members  opposite  unanimously 
told  us  that  what  was  proposed  was  not 
what  England  wanted !  What  did  some 
gentlemen  tell  us  when  we  were  dealing 
with  the  Naval  Agreement?  Did  not  the 
ex-Minister  of  Defence,  Senatcv  Fearce, 
tell  us  some  years  ago  that  if  we  wished 
to  help  Great  Britain  we  ought  not 
to  propose  to  help  her  with  men  and 
mwiey,  but  by  giving  her  a  battle- 
ship? That  was  another  occasion  when 
they  sought  to  interfere  with  our  plan  of 
Imperial  co-operation  by  proposing  scxne- 
thing  other  than  that  which  we  had  pro- 
posed, in  order  to  split  our  forces.  I  say 
that  this  recent  development  of  the  party 
which  used  to  be  the  Australian  Labour 
party  is  otie  which  will  be  regarded  with 
the  utmost  suspicion  by  other  sections  of 
this  community. 

^Ir.  Frazcr. — It  is  mar\'ellous  that  we 
should  still  get  back  here. 

Mr.  KELLY.— I  do  not  think  that  my 
honorable  friend  will  get  back  here  as  soon 
as  this  tendency  is  thoroughly  understood, 
because  there  is  one  thing  which  may  be 
said  of  the  Australian  public,  and  that  is 
that  it  is  loyal  to  the  core.  I  say  that  the 
Labour  party,  having,  without  any  refer- 
ences to  such  matters  in  their  platform, 
voted  solidly  in  all  these  cases  against  Im- 
perial projects,  is  not  a  party  which  will 
oxnmend  itself  to  the  intelligeoce  of  a  loval 
Australian  people. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts. — The  hwiorable  mem- 
ber savs  that  the  party  is  disloval? 

Mr.'  KELLY.— I  say  that  they  exhibit 
a  tendency  to  disloyalty ;  not  that  they  are 
disloyal.  What  honorable  member  on  the 
other  side  would  be  such  a  fool  as  to  wish 
to  come  out  from  under  the  protection  of 
the  Empire  to  which  we  belong? 

Mr.  Watkins. — It  is  thev  who  will  have 
to  fight  for  the  Empire. 

Mr.  KELLY.— Here  is  a  warrior  I 

Mr.  WATKras. — Yes;  I  have  been  a 
warrior  all  my  life,  and  I  am  prepared  to 
war  with  the  honorable  member. 


Mr.    Webster. — There  is   a  powder 

monkey. 

Mr.  KELLY. — There  are  some  things 
which  one  has  to  tolerate  in  a  House  ot 
Parliam»it,  and  the  iKMWraBIe  member  for 

Gwydir  is  one  of  them. 

Mr.  Watkins. — The  honor^le  member 
need  not  tolerate  it. 

Mr.  KELLY.— These  honorable  gentle- 
men fire  off  insults,  but  as  soon  as  tbey 
are  touched  up  they  want  to  take  off  thar 
coats.  Heaven  forbid  that  the\-  should 
take  off  their  coats  !  My  honorable  friends 
have  sought  to  take  me  off  the  trade. 

Mr.  Frazer. — Why  does  not  the  honor- 
able member  tell  us  how  solid  the  Labour 
party  were  on  the  Postal  Commission  ? 

Mr.  KELLY.— They  have  been  vctv 
solid  on  a  number  of  Commissions.  I  re- 
member that  honorable  members  of  the 
party  who  were  members  of  one  Ccmunis- 
sion  completely  misrepresented  a  letter  of 
one  of  the  witnesses  who  appeared  before 
the  Commission.  The  question  put  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Kalgoorlie  has  re- 
minded me  of  a  report  from  the  Tobacco 
Commission,  of  which,  I  think,  the  honor- 
able member  was  a  member  ? 

Mr.  Frazer. — No. 

Mr.  KELLY.— I  should  like  to  ask  my 
hon(xable  friends  a  few  more  questions 
about  their  caucus  pledge.  We  are  told 
that  their  platfcwm  is  perfectly  clear  and 
definite,  and  that  they  are  bound  to  vote 
as  one  only  on  questions  affectuig  their 
platform.  I  believe  I  am  right  in  saying 
that  the  second  plank  in  the  Labour  plat- 
form is  the  nationalizaticm  of  monopolies. 
What  are  *  'monopolies, ' '  according  to 
my  Labour  friends  ?  The  Labour  Com- 
mission which  iiiquired  into  the  to- 
bacco monopoly,  which  was  described 
as  the  greatest  of  them  all,  reported 
that  it  was  only  a  "partial  mon- 
opoly." So  that,  if  the  Labour  plank 
about  the  nationalization  of  monopolies 
means  anything,  it  means  that  power 
should  be  taken  to  nationally  "partial 
monopolies."  The  question  of  what 
monopolies  are  to  be  nationalized  when  the 
time  arrives  will  be  one  affecting  the  plat- 
form of  the  party,  and,  as  such,  honorable 
members  opposite  must  vote  upon  it  as  one. 
Now,  the  honorable  member  for  Darwin,  we 
will  say  for  the  sake  of  argument,  mav  be 
very  strongly  in  favour  of  nationalizing 
mines,  and  equally  strcmgly  opposed  to  the 
nationalization  of  other  industries  in  which 
his  constituency  is  iK>t  concerned,  un- 
less   to    pay  'ferg,,,JJ>^^(3,ofle^(eI  will 
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suppose  that  the  honorable  member  makes 
a  certain  prtHnise  to  his  constitaents  against 
the  nationalization  oi  certain  indtistries. 
He  then  comes  into  a  free  ccwnmunity  otf 
some  twenty-seveti  honest,  upright,  stal- 
wart warriors,  and  he  is  told  that  his  views 
mtst  be  subordinated  to  the  views  of  the 
najority.  The  verdict  of  the  electOTB 
surely  must  be  as  impOTtant  upon  a 
question  of  finance  as  upon  any  other 
question  that  could  arise.  The  ques- 
tion of  the  nati(»ialization  of  moa- 
opoHes  is  bound  up  with  the  question 
of  finance,  and  hono^ble  membeiB  <^po- 
site  must  admit,  when  they  are  squarely 
tackled,  that  on  the  most  important  of  all 
their  planks  they  must  vote  as  a  solid 
whole,  in  spite  of  any  pledges  they  may 
have  given  individual  Iv  to  their  constituaits. 

Mr.  .Webster. — Th^  do  not  make 
pledges  to  their  constituents  which  they  do 
not  l^p  here. 

Mr.  KELLY. — I  propc»e  now  to  read 
exactly  what  the  resp<msU)Ie  Minister  in 
England  said,  and  which  was  grossly  mis- 
represented by  the  honorable  membtjr  for 
Hume  to-night.  The  first  quotation  is  from 
Lord  Tweedmouth,  who  was  at  the  time 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty.  These  quota- 
tions all  go  to  show  that  the  one  thing  that 
England  really  wanted  was  that  there 
should  be  one  control  over  all  the  fleets 
of  the  different  i«irts  of  the  Empire,  what- 
ever they  might  each  decide  to  do.  The 
first  quotation  I  have  reads  as  follows : — 

Well,  gentlemen,  that  being  the  case,  what  I 
have  in  the  first  place  to  ask  is,  that  you  should 
place  confidence  in  the  Board  of  Admiralty, 
and  in  the  present  Government,  for  the  future 
safety  of  the  country.  We  welcome  you,  and 
we  ask  you  to  take  some  leading  part  in  mak- 
ing more  complete  than  it  is  at  present  the 
Naval  defence  of  the  Empire.  I  wish  to  recog- 
nise all  that  our  cousins  over  the  sea  have  done 
in  consequence  of  decisions  of  former  Con- 
ferences. I  know  that  you  gave-  to  the  Govem- 
m«nt  and  to  the  Admiralty,  with  a  free  and 
unstinting  hand,  the  help  that  you  thought  you 
could  manage  to  give.  Gentlemen,  I  have  only 
one  reservation  to  make,  and  in  making  it  I 
ask  that,  as  we  have  proved  ourselves  success- 
fu!  in  the  past,  you  should  put  your  trust  in 
us  now.  The  only  reservation  Uiat  the  Ad- 
miralty desire  to  make  is,  that  they  claim  to 
lave  the  charge  of  the  strategical  questions 
which  are  necessarily  involved  in  Naval  de- 
fence, to  hold  the  command  of  the  Naval 
Forces  of  the  country,  and  to  arrange  the  dis- 
tribution of  ships  in  the  best  possible  manner 
to  resist  attacks  and  to  defend  the  Empire  at 
large,  whether  it  be  onr  own  islands  or  the 
Dominions  be>-ond  the  seas. 

I  ask  the  House :  Could  this  fused  party 
have  any  better  guarantee  of  the  soundness 
of  our  ^fence  plank  than  this  i»-opositioD 


placed  before  us  by  Lord  Tweedmouth,  that 
there  is  to  be  one  guiding  authority  govern- 
ing strategical  questions,  arranging  for  the 
distribution  of*  ships,  and  generally  re- 
sponsible for  the  discipline  of  the  whole? 
That  is  just  the  one  thing  whidi  Lord 
Tweedmouth  as  First  Lord  of  the  Ad- 
miralty asked,  but  which  those  honorable 
gentlemen  c«i  the  other  side  irtth  sucti  strange 
Ultramontane  tendencies  would  be  the  last 
to  allow  him  to  have.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Hume,  in  trying  to  make  the  House 
and  the  country  believe  that  jxivate  inter- 
tiewB  he  had  with  Ministers  in  England 
had  convinced  him  of  their  belief  in  the 
soundness  of  Australia's  views  on  naval 
defence,  took  a  ^p  which  T  think  r^ected 
little  credit  on  himself,  and  did  little  jus- 
tice to  the  intelligence  or  industry  of  hon- 
orable  members  who  have  access  to  parlia- 
mentary papers.  I  feel  that  I  need  not  quote 
any  more  on  that  subject,  for  I  realize  that 
a  Government  supporter  has  necessarily  to 
be  as  brief  as  pc»sible.  On  a  well-known 
advertisement  the  other  night  I  saw  a  motto 
which  struck  me  as  an  excellent  one  for 
honorable  members  on  this  side  to  live  up 
to.  It  was  "  Bien  faire  ct  rien  dire," 
which  might  be  interpreted,  "Do  well,  and 
let  otheirs  do  the  talking."  I  think  that, 
generally  speaking,  that  is  the  motto  of  hon- 
orable members  on  this  side.  Before  I  re- 
sume my  seat  I  wish  to  say  that  the  state- 
ment made  by  the  honorable  member  ft* 
Hume  this  afternoon  with  reference  to  my- 
self was  made  entirely  without  authority  or 
justification.  P<Hnting  at  me  be  said  that 
I  was  sitting  on  thorns  and  v^as  orAy  seek- 
ing a  suitable  opportunity  of  getting  a  seat 
in  another  part  of  the  chamber.  That 
statement  is  entirely  without  authority  or 
justification.  It  is  true  that  I  sit  in  this 
extreme  corner  among  Government  support- 
ers, and  it  is  true  that  in  the  past  I  have 
been  most  bitterly  opposed  to  a  large  section 
of  the  Ministerial  party.  But  I  regard 
honorable  members  on  this  side  as  the  one 
element  of  hope  in  the  present  political 
situation.  I  sit  in  this  corner  in  order  to 
be  free  to  criticise  if  I  believe  that  the 
h(»iest  spirit  underlying  our  agreement  is 
departed  from  by  those  at  the  head  of 
affairs  at  present. 

Mr.  Frazer.— Hulloa ! 

Mr.  KELLY.— I  believe  and  hope  that 
the  Prime  Minister  and  the  Ministry  will 
loyally  adhere  to  the  spirit  of  that  agree- 
ment 

Mr.  Tudor.— Tbisiitscia^itS^QWfix 
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Mr.  KELLY.— The  honorable  member 
has  <Hily  just  left  the  paradise  of  office,  and 
his  first  thought  is  of  an  instrument  of  mur- 
der !  I  was  sorry  to  hear  his  remark,  because 
I  had  thought  that  there  was  more  forgive- 
ness amongst  my  hcmorable  friends.  My 
honorable  friends  on  the  Treasury  benrfi 
know  well  my  position.  I  make  it  per- 
fectly clear  n<w  because  I  do  not  wish  my 
place  here  to  be  misunderstood  in  the 
future.'  My  attitude  to  the  Government  is 
entirely  friendly.  None  knows  better  than 
the  Government  that  during  the  past  few 
days  I  have  been  here  to  9o  my  duty  in 
any  situation  which  honorable  gentlem^ 
on  the  other  side  might  suddenly  evolve. 
I  hope  that  every  hworable  member  on 
the  Government  side  of  fHe  Chamber  will 
be  equally  keen  to  honour  the  honest  spirit 
of  this  arrangement.  I  believe  that  that 
will  be  done.  I  feel  that  no  such  scrutiny 
is  necessary,  but  being  young  I  am  some- 
what suspicious.  ■ 

Several  Honorable  Members. — Oh  I 

Mr.  KELLY. — I  gave  honorable  mem- 
bers that  laugh.  I  am  here  to  help,  with 
all  the  powers  at  my  disposal,  the  Govern- 
ment to  carry  on  the  affairs  of  the  country 
on  the  lines  laid  down  for  our  fusion. 
Another  statement  has  been  made  which, 
in  justice  to  htwiorable  members  on  the 
Treasury  bench,  I  want  to  clear  up.  It 
has  been  stated  pretty  frequently  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Hume,  and,  I  think, 
by  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition,  that  I  was 
by  some  mysterious  process  intrigued  into 
moving  the  motion  of  adjournment  on  which 
the  late  Government  was  defeated.  I  take 
the  full  responsibility  for  the  action  I  then 
took.  I  do  not  wish  to  be  regarded  as  a 
man  who  was  induced  by  anything  but  my 
own  judgment  to  take  that  step.  I  will 
give  the  House  the  benefit  of  the  reasons 
which  influenced  me.  Senator  Pearce,  the 
late  Minister  of  Defence,  was  about  to  go 
to  England  to  represent  the  Commonwealth 
at  the  Imperial  Conference  on  Defence. 

Mr.  Frazek. — He  would  have  been  a 
better  representative  than  the  man  sent. 

Mr.  KELLY.— The  question  of  the  man 
we  send  is  not  so  important  as  the  question 
of  why  we  send  him.  I  take  it  that  this 
side  of  the  House  has  sent  a  man  to  that 
Confuence  to  acquire  information  of  the 
Empire's  needs  and  of  Australia's  dutv  to 
herself  and  to  the  Eknpire.  Honorable 
members  on  the  other  side  would  have  sent 


a  man,  not  with  an  open  mind,  not  to  dis- 
cuss as  a  free  agent  Australia's  Imperial 
necessities,  but  boudd  before  he  left  our 
shores  to  a  certain  set  of  naval  principles 
which  were  obsol^e  twenty  years  before 
the  Labour  party  adopted  them,  and  which, 
were  it  not  for  the  tendency  to  which  I 
have  referred  this  evening,  would  be  ab- 
solutely inexplicable.  We  know  that  at  the 
last  Labour  ConferentK  a  resolution  was 
passed  that  all  Australian  delegates  to 
future  Imperial  or  Colcmial  Conferences 
be  given  definite  instructions  on  specific 
subjects  by  the  Federal  Parliament.  Par- 
liament would  have  had  no  opportu- 
nity to  give  specific  instructions,  and 
so  the  Government  would  have  had 
to  act.  Senator  Pearce  was  to  be 
bound  to  what  the  partv  was  bound  to. 
whatever  Imperial  necessities  might  be.  I 
knew — we  could  see  it  in  the  daily  prints — 
that  unless  the  Labour  Government  left 
crffice  before  th?  following  Wednesday, 
Senator  Pearre  was  to  sail  for  England, 
eren  though  this  House  had  lost  confidence 
in  them. 

Mr.  Mathews. — Has  the  honorable 
member  for  Brisbane  a  free  hand? 

Mr.  KELLY. — Not  being  a  member  <rf 
the  Government,  I  have  nothing  to  do  with 
these  things,-  but  I  believe  that  he  has  been 
sent  to  England  to  gain  all  the  informatiwi 
he  can  for  the  assistance  of  our  people. 
Who  is  Senator  Pearce  ?  I  believe  that 
so  far  as  land  administration  of  the  Defence 
Department  is  concerned  he  carried  out  the 
office  intrusted  to  him  with  credit  to  him- 
self. I  believe  that  Senator  Pearce  was  a 
good  Minister,  so  far  as  the  actual  admin- 
istration of  the  land  part  of  his  scheme 
was  ctmcerned.  But  how  on  earth  was 
Senator  Pearce  to  go  Home  to  dictate 
strategy  to  a  body  of  experts,  re- 
presenting the  best  opinions  on  de- 
fence questions  in  the  w^hole  world  ?  The 
honorable  member  for  Brisbane  goes 
Home  as  a  student,  whereas  Senator 
Pearce  would  have  gone  H<Mne  as  a  dicta- 
tor. The  honorable  member  for  Brisbane 
goes  Home  to  acquire  information,  while 
Senator  Pearce  would  have  gone  to  tell  that 
humble  institution  called  the  Admiralty 
what  a  number  of  great  fellows  out  ben 
thought  of  its  proposal.  I  realized  that  if 
the  opportunity  this  Conference  offers  were 
missed,  a  great  loss  would  be  suf- 
fered by  the  Empire  to  which  we 
all  belong.  I  believe  that  before  many 
years  are  passe)Ji|(y^^i@ol0g|n0th  other 
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sections  of  the  Empire,  will  be  engaged  in 
the  greatest  struggle  our  race  has  ever  been 
subjected  to. 

Mr.  Mahon. — The  honorable  piember 
will  not  be  in  it ! 

Mr.  KELLY.— The  honorable  member 
fires  usually  from  behind  a  hedge. 

Mr.  Mahon. — I  do  not    see  a  hedge 

here. 

Mr.  KELLY.— No;  but  the  honorable 
member  did  before  he  came  here.  I  felt 
that  the  prime  necessity  of  Australia  wai> 
to  have  this  country  represented  at  that 
Conference.  The  Mother  Country  is  shoul- 
dering the  whole  burden  of  defence  with- 
out a  single  supporter  in  reality  throughout 
the  world.  Canada,  seduced  by  the  Mon- 
roe doctrine,  is  almost  indifferent  as  to  the 
maintenance  of  sea  command ;  and  South 
Africa,  OTly  recently  emerged  from  a  racial 
struggle,  is  also  as  yet  indifferent  on  the 
subject.  We  find  onlv  the  loyal  Dominion 
of  New  Zealand — which  is  none  the  less 
democratic  because  it  is  loyal — determined 
to  stand  or  fall  with  the  great  country 
from  which  she  sprang.  Had  the  o[nnion 
of  the  majority  of  the  Australian  people 
not  been  represented  at  the  Imperial  Con- 
ference, we  might  have  lost  our  last 
chance  to  get  ready  for  the  great  crisis 
which  awaits  us;  and  that  would  have  been 
the  most  serious  wrong  that  Parliament 
could  do  to  the  Democracy  of  Australia.  I 
took  the  action  I  did  '- 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts.— The  Prime  Minister 
took  responability  for  it  at  the  time. 

Mr.  KELLY.— I  do  not  think  I  am  be- 
traying any  ccmfidence  if  I  say  I  m>self 
drew  attention  to  this  serious  danger,  and 
suggested  that  the  honorable  monber  for 
Parramatta,  as  Leader  of  the  Opposition, 
should  take  the  step  which  eventually  I 
took  myself. 

Mr.  Frazer.— Wliv  did  the  Leader  of 
the  Opposition  not  take  the  step  ? 

Mr.  KELLY. — Because,  I  presume,  he 
wanted  to  be  free  from  the  sort  of  accusa- 
tion which  would  have  been  immediately 
made  against  him,  and  most  unjustly. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts. — He  left  the  honoj- 
able  member  to  do  the  dirty  work ! 

Mr.  KELLY. — I  did  not  regard  it  as. 
dirty  work,  but  as  absolutely  ,  necessary 
work.  I  am  reminded  of  what  honorable 
members  opposite  said  in  r^^d  to  the' 


closure  resoluti<m.  I  remember  sitting  here 
from  the  Tuesday  until  midni^t  on  Satur- 
day. 

Mr.  Frazer. — The  hnxn-able  member 
talked  for  the  best  part  of  a  week. 

Mr.  KELLY.— We  put  up  a  defence 
against  the  closure  resolutitxis  that  were 
introduced  to  stifle  criticism  of  the  Union 
Label  {woposal  which  was  introduced  after 
the  Apprc^riation  Bill  had  been  passed. 
'Ronoc^Xe  members  opposite,  who  now  go 
about  the  country  crying  out  "the  gag," 
might  well  study  their  own  speeches  on  that 
occasim. 

Mr.  TuDOB. — The  honcffable  member 
did  all  the  speaking  <hi  that  occasicxi. 

Mr.  KELLY. — But  honorable  members 
have  spoken  outside ;  and  they  ought  to  re- 
member that  "the  gag"  was  proposed  to 
pass  a  measure  which  had  never  been  be- 
fore the  country,  and  which  was  placed  be- 
fore us  after  the  Appropriation  Bill  bad 
been  passed,  when  the  House  no  Icmger 
had  control  through  the  public  purse 
over  public  policy.  I  regret  I  have 
had  to  detain  htxiOTable  menibers  so  long ; 
but  I  had  to  make  a  statement  in  fairness 
to  my  friends  on  this  side,  and  to  reply  to 
certain  remarks  made  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Hume  in  the  course  of  the  elo- 
quent, able,  and  moderate  address  we  lis- 
tened to  this  evening. 

Debate  (<xi  motion  by  Mr.  Webster)  ad- 
journed. 

PAPER. 

Mr.  DEAKIN  laid  upon  the  table  the 

following  paper: — 

Prickly  pear — Report  on  the  plant — by  Sena- 
tor McColl. 

OrdCTed  to  be  printed. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Old-age  Pensions. 

Mr.  DEAKIN  (Ballarat— Prime  Minis- 
ter) [ro.41]. — I  move — 

That  the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

In  suixnitting  this  moti<»i,  I  repeat  my 
invitaticm  to  hcmorable  members  to  compress 
their  remarks  on  the  want  of  omfidence 
motion,  in  CHrder,  if  possible,  to  close  the 
debate  to-morrow. 

Mr.  TUDOR  (Yarra)  rio.42].~-I  desire 
to  call  the  attenti§|gi,i5^  j|i{j$ii©jqite  to  one 
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or  two  mattexB  in  connexion  with  the  trans- 
fer of  certificates  from  the  State  to  the 
Commonwealth  for  the  payment  of  old-a^ 
pensions.  In  the  first  place,  I  point  out 
that,  owing  to  a  mistake  of  the  news- 
papers, a  number  of  applicants  were  in- 
duced to  go  to  the  Court  House  at  Rich- 
mond  fcNT  the  purpcwe  of  being  examined 
bf  a  magistrate  and  were  thus  pot  to  sr.iDe 
inoonvenienoe.  Then,  I  snggeat  that  seme 
arrangement  should  be  made  so  that  the 
cid  people  may  not  be  compiled  to  .^tand 
out  in  tbe  cold,  in  weather  sudi  as  we  are 
now  eiperiendng.  To-day  applicants  who 
attended  at  North  Richmond  Town  Hall 
were  told  that  they  would  have  to  go  back 
over  the  hill  to  South  Richmond;  and  if 
they  are  COTtipelled  to  go  there,  there  ought 
to  be  some  arrangement  made  for  the  use 
of  the  halls,  so  that  they  may  not  be  left 
exposed  to  the  weather.  It  is  true  that  tbe 
balls  are  not  artificially  heated,  but  some 
such  arrangemeots  as  I  suggest  would  be 
welcome.  I  desire  to  render  my  meed  of 
praise  to  the  officials  who  administer  the 
Act,  and  also  to  tbe  sergeant  of  police  who 
has  the  ordering  of  the  crowd.  More 
courtesy  or  kindness  could  not  have  been 
shown  to  the  old  people ;  but  the  room  pro- 
Tided,  which  will  hold  thirty  or  forty,  is 
alt(^her  inefficient  for  the  numbers  who 
attend. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST  <Swan— Trea- 
surer) [10.45]. — I  shall  be  glad  to  see  what 
Tin  be  done.  If  there  are  halls  close  by. 
and  those  in  charge  will  place  them  at  our 
disposal,  it  will  be  a  great  convenience.  At 
any  rate,  I  shall  consult  the  C<»nmissioner 
to-morrow  morning. 

Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
House  adjouioed  at  so.46  p.in. 

Friday,  p  /uly,  igog. 

The  President  took  the  chair  at  10.30 
a.m.,  and  read  prayers. 

SENATOR  SYMON'S  SPEECH. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— I  desire  to  ask 
the  Rfinister  of  Trade  and  Customs,  with- 
out notice,  whether  he  has  seen  the  foIlu*v- 
ing  apparently  inspired  paragraph  in  yt'ster- 
day's  Melbourne  Herald: — 

It  is  understood  that  Sir  Robert  Beat,  Minis- 
ter for  Customs,  intended  to  reply  to  the  attack 


made  in  tbe  Senate  yesterday  by  Sir  Josiafa 

Symon  on  the .  Prime  Minister,  but  that  Mr. 
Deakia  preferred  that  no  notice  should  be  taken 
of  the  criticism.  Mr.  Deakin  was  silent  <m  tbe 
subject  when  interviewed  to.day. 

I  desire  to  know  whether  the  AUnister  will 
ask  the  Prime  Minister  to  permit  iiim  to 
reply  to  the  speeches  of  other  honor.ihle 
senators  ? 

Senator  McColl. — This  is  not  a  ques- 
tion at  all,  but  impertinence. 

Senator  Sir  ROBERT  BEST.— Periups 
the  honorable  senator  will  be  good  enough 
to  give  notice  of  the  questic«i. 

Senator  Findlev. — It  is  only  an  inspired 
paragraph.  The  Minister  had  no  intention 
of  speaking ;  he  is  too  feeble. 

Senator  Fulsford. — It  is  an  inspired 
question. 

Senator  Findixy. — Simply  crushed  out. 

LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 
Motion  (by  Senator  Pearce)  agreed  to — 

That  one  month's  leare  of  abtence  be  granted 
to  Senator  P.  J.  Lynch,  on  account  of  argent 

private  business. 

INDUSTRIAL  DISPUTES. 

Motion  (by  Senator  St.  Ledger)  agreed 
to— 

That  there  be  laid  on  the  table  of  this  Senate 
a  return  showing — 

{a)  The  number  of  days  occnpied  by  tbe 
Arbitration  and  Conciliatioo  Coort  in  the  bearing 
of  industrial  disputes  01  in  inguirics  into  mat- 
ters relating  thereto  since  iU  institution. 

(b)  The  number  of  parties  or  interveneri  on 
the  record  of  that  Court,  and  tbe  names  of 
parties  as  appearing  on  the  record,  and  also  on 
appeal  to  the  High  Court. 

(c)  The  taxed  costs  or  costs  ordered  to  be  paid 
by  the  respective  parties  or  interveneis  on  the 
record,  and  also  on  appeal  to  the  High  Court. 

COMPOUND  GAUGE  RAILWAY: 
BRENNAN'S  IMPROVEMENTS. 

Senator  MACFARLANE.— Is  it  pro- 
posed, sir.  to  debate  the  notice  of  motion 
standing  in  the  name  of  Ser»alor  Neild, 
and  proposing  the  appointment  of  a  Sela  t 
Committee  to  report  upon  Bremtan's  "Im- 
provement in  switehes  and  crossings  for 
compound  gauge  railway"? 

Tbe  PRESIDENT.'— What  does  the 
honorable  senator  desire  to  do  in  reganl 
to  the  notice  of  motion  ? 

Senator  MACFARLANE.  —  Senator 
Xeild  has  asked  me  to  request  that  it  lie 
struck  off  the  notice-paper. 

The  PRESIDENT.— The  honorable 
senator,  on  behalf  of  Senator  Nefld,  desim 
to  withdraw  the  notice  of  ^cttm  3 

Senator  MA0I^j^l;Am>O^  sir. 
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POSTPONEMENT  OF  GOVERN- 
MENT BUSINESS. 

.  Senator  MILLEN  (New  South  Wale^-- 
Vice-President  of  the  Executive  Council) 
[10.36].— I  understand  that  Senator  Hen- 
^rscm,  as  Chairman,  is  prepared  lO  move 
the  motion  standing  in  his  name  for  th^- 
adoption  of  the  last  report  of  the  Printing 
C<Mnmittee.  With  that  object  in  view,  I 
"beg  to  move — 

That  Governmeat  business  be  postponed  until 
the  next  day  of  sitting. 

Of  course,  it  is  quitf?  understood  that  the 
Government  has  no  intention  of  going  on 
■with  any  business  in  the  Senate  until  the 
challenge  which  has  been  launched  against 
it  in  the  other  House  has  been  disposed  of ; 
but  that  sliould  not,  to  my  mind,  interfere 
in  any  way  with  the  ccmsideration  of  the 
private  notice  of  motion  in  the  nanie  of 
Senator  Henderson. 

Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

PRINTING  COMMITTEE. 

Motion  (by  Senator  Henderson)  pro- 
posed— 

That  the  report  of  the  Printing  Committee 
presented  to  the  Senate  on  8th  July,  1909,  be 
adopted. 

Senator  PEARCE  (Western  Australia) 
Iio-37]' — ^  move — 

That  the  motion  be  amended  by  the  addition 
■of  the  following  words  : — "and  that  the  prayer 
of  the  petitions  for  the  abolition  of  State 
'Governments  and  Parliaments  be  also  printed." 

J  have  not  had  an  opportunity  of  ascer-^ 
taining  from  the  Chairman  of  the  Printing 
Committee,  why  it  has  not  recommended 
the  printing  of  these  petitions.  I  had 
pected  that  he  would  offer  some  reason  in 
that  regard.  It  is  not  necessary  to  print 
the  names  of  the  petitioners;  but  whether 
we  agree  with  the  prayer  of  the  petiticois 
or  not,  we  must  recognise  that  it  is  not  an 
ordinary  one. 

Senator  Millen. — Were  the  petitions 
presented  to  the  Senate  or  to  the  other 
Tiouse? 

Senator  PEARCE.— I   think   to  both 
Houses. 

SenatOT  Givens. — No ;  to  the  other 
House;  but  this  is  the  repOTt  of  the  joint 
•Cwnmittee. 

Senator  PEARCE. — I  do  not  agree  with 
the  prayer  of  the  petitions.  I  do  not  believe 
"in  unification,  but  when  petitions  in  favour 
of  unification,  or  anything  else,  are  pre- 
SCTited  to  this  Parliament  on  behal  f  of 
■58,000  electors,  that  I  consider  is  an  impor- 
tant fact  in  our  nafionil  life,  and  one  which 


should  receive'  recognition  by  printing  the 
petitions  in  the  papers  of  one  House  or  tlw 
other.  It  should  be  remembered  that,  whe- 
ther we  agree  with  this  movement  or  not, 
it  is  part  of  the  national  life  of  Australia. 
Our  naticmal  life  as  it  is  reflected  in  Par- 
liament is  embodied  in  tlie  printed  papers, 
and  not  in  those  which  are  deposited  in  the 
archives  and  forgotten.  We  should  see 
that  our  parliamentary  papers  are  as  nearly 
as  we  can  make  them  a  reflecticm  of  the 
^'arious  expressions  of  public  opinion  which 
come  before  the  Senate  or  the  other  House 
from  time  to  time.  It  would  be  a  regrettable 
thing  if  these  petitic»is  were  not  printed. 
It  may  be  that  they  represei^t  fhe 
beginning  of  a  movement  which  is  going  to 
have  big  effects  in  Australia.  We  must  re- 
cognise that  there  are  strong  arguments  be- 
hind this  movement  for  unification.  In 
fact,  they  are  so  strcmg  that  they  have  as- 
sisted a  sister  Dominion  to  adopt  that  prin- 
ciple. * 

The  PRESIDENT.— Order  !  The  hon- 
orable senator  is  touching  on  the  question  of 
the  value  of  unification,  which  he  would  not 
be  in  order  in  discussing.  He  may,  of 
course,  niake  an  incidental  allusim  to  the 
matt«r. 

Senator  PEARCE.— I  only  desire  to 
say,  sir,  that  this  is  not  a  movement  which 
has  no  substance,  but  one  which  has  such 
substance  that  a  neighbouring  Dominion  has 
practically  adopted  unification  rather  than 
Federation.  I  hope  that  honorable  senators 
will  not  object  to  the  printing  of  these  peti- 
tions simply  because  they  do  not  agree  with 
their  prayer.  Unless  there  are  good  and 
valid  reascms  to  the  contrary,  I  would  like 
the  Printing  Committee  to  agree  to  my 
amendment^  so  that  there  may  be  a  record 
on  the  Journals  of  one  House  or  the  other 
that  sudi  petitions  were  presented. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE  (Western  Aus- 
tralia) [10.42]. — I  also  consider  that  it  is 
advisable  to  print  the  petitions.  There  are 
times  when  honorable  senators  are  obliged 
to  take  an  opportunity  of  this  kind  to  con- 
tradict false  impressions  about  their  attitude 
on  pi^lic  questicxis.  As  it  has  been  said 
more  than  once  that  certain  honorable  sena- 
tors, including  myself,  are  in  favour  of 
unification,  I  desire  that  every  publicitv 
should  be  given  to  this  petition,'  although  I 
do  not  concur  in  its  prayer.  For  very  good 
reasons  I  hold  that  belief.  Amongst  those 
reasons — ■ — 

The  PRESIDENT.— Order  !  The  hon- 
twable  senatcw  will  not  be  in  cwder  in 
discusung  the   proposals  made   by  the 
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pedticmen.  All  that  he  can  do  is  to  give 
reasons  for  or  against  the  printing  of  the 
petitiais. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— I  thank  you, 
sir,  for  pointing  out  where  I  was  straying. 
By  the  printing  of  these  documents  many 
false  impressions  may  be  removed.  For  in- 
stance, there  is  an  impression  that  the 
Labour  party  favours  unification.  The  print- 
ing of  the  petitions  will  show  that  it  does 
not.  The  State  which  I  represent  is  un- 
doubtedly against  unificatioi,  and  the  print- 
ing of  the  petitions  will  furnish  very  good 
reasons  for  the  attitude  which  has  been 
taken  up  by  its  representatives  here,  and 
by,  I  think,  all  the  members  of  the  Oppo- 
sition. I  should  like  to  see  the  documents 
printed*  if  for  nothing  else  than  to  make 
that  fact  clear. 

Senator  GIVEXS  (Queensland)  [10.44]. 
—As  a  member  of  the  Printing  Committee, 
I  wish  to  say  that  not  one  of  the  reasons 
which  have  been  as^ipied  as  the  probable 
ground  tot  that  body  not  recommending  the 
printing  of  these  petitions  is  correct.  The 
fact  is  that  a  majority  of  the  Printing  Com- 
mittee were  opposed  to  their  being  printed. 
A  motion  which  I  moved  to  that  effect  was 
defeated  by  five  votes  to  four.  Those  who 
desire  to  ascertain  why  m\'  motion  was  de- 
feated should  direct  their  inquiries  to  those 
members  of  the  Printing  Committee  who 
constituted  the  majority.  I,  for  my  part, 
considered  that  in  the  future  the  petitions 
might  be  regarded  as  valuable  historical 
documents,  and  that  as  such  they  should 
find  a  place  among  our  parliamentar)- 
papers.  I  hold  that,  no  matter  whether 
an}-body  agrees  with  the  prayer  of 
the  petiticxis  or  has  any  desire  to 
further  or  retard  their  object,  undoubtedly 
as  valuable  historical  records  they  should 
be  included  in  the  records  of  Parlia- 
menf.  There  is  a  further  slight  misconception 
which  ought  to  be  removed.  From  reading 
the  Printing  Committee's  report,  one  would 
imagine  that  the  petitions  were  merely  in 
favour  of  unification.  To  convey  such  an 
impression  is  misleading,  because  the 
prayer  is  that  a  refer^dum  be  Itaken  for 
the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether  a 
majority  of  the  electors  are  in  favour  of 
unification  and  reconstruction.  The  docu- 
ments ought  to  be  printed.  I  took  up  that 
attitude  as  a  member  of  the  Print- 
ing Committee.  The  majority  of  that 
body  who  were  opposed  to  the  print- 
ing of  the  documents  were,  without 
exception,  supporters  of  the  present  Go- 
%mment.  whilst  the  minwity,  as  usual, 


consisted  of  members  of  the  Labour  pu^. 
I  diall  support  the  printing  of  the  pedtioDS. 
I  do  not  think  that  it  is  fair  to  saddle  die 
entire  Printing  Committee  with  blame  for 

having  refused  to  rectMnmend  that  thff  be 
printed,  seeing  that  the  facts  are  as  I  haw 
stated. 

Senator       STEWART  (Queensland) 
[10.47]. — I  move — 

That  the  following  words  be  added  -.—  'lai 
that  the  Return — Public  Service  :  Accidents  to 
Commonwealth  Employes — be  also  printed." 

The  Printing  C<xnmittee  has  made  no  le- 
ccxnmendation  in  regard  to  this  particulat 
paper.  I  moved  for  the  tetum  in  quesdon, 
and  if  I  had  not  thought  the  mfonutiaB 
which  it  contained  of  some  value,  it  is  not 
likely  that  I  would  have  gone  to  ftit 
trouble.  To  my  mind,  it  is  exoeedii^!' 
desirable  that  Parliament  should  know  hew 
many  accidents  have  happened  in  the  Coo- 
m<mwealth  Public  Service. 

Senator  Findley. — The  honorable  sena- 
tCH-  will  want  to  know  the  nature  of  de 
accidents  as  welL 

Senator  STEWART. — Senator  Findfef 
is  always  vwy  apt  at  interjections.  If  lie 
will  peitnit  me  to  proceed  in  my  own  way. 
we  shall  get  along  very  much  better.  I 
think  it  is  desirable  that  Parliament  should 
know  the  number  of  accidents  that  haw 
happened  in  the  Commonwealth  Ptibbc 
Service,  the  nature  of  those  accidents,  bot 
they  were  caused,  and  the  defects  idwi 
caused  them.  Those  defects  might  be  I^ 
medied.  Then  it  is  exceedingly  desinlile 
that  we  should  know  what  compoisatiis 
has  been  paid  in  ccxinexion  with  acddtnO 
where  compensation  has  been  p^d  9i.  all. 
We  ou^t  to  be  in  possessim  of  the  fxb 
connected  with  everr  acddent  that  hq>* 
p>CTS  in  Commonwealth  employment  Tbe 
objection  urged  by  the  Chairman  of  the 
Printing  Committee  to  the  printing  of  the 
document  in  question  is  that  the  cost  thus 
involved  would  be  out  of  all  pr(^x)rtion  to 
the  utility  of  the  document.  I  submit  that 
the  information  set  out  in  the  return  is 
necessary  to  the  proper  conduct  of  Coo- 
m(xiwealth  affairs. 

Senator  Pulsford. — The  paper  will  re- 
main in  existence. 

Senator  STEWART.— But  its  useful- 
ness would  be  very  much  enhanced  if  % 
were  printed  and  placed  upon  the  ordinary 
records  of  the  Senate.  If  it  be  deposited 
in  the  archives,  probably  nobody  but  ny- 
self  will  know  of  its  existence.  I  think 
that  such  a  document  would  prove  very 
useful  if  the  Commoaweahh  «ver  sought  to 
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establish  an  accident  insurance  fund  in 
connexion  with  its  employes.  It  would 
then  have  scime  data  upon  which  to  work, 
and  in  that  way  Commcm wealth  business 
would  be  very  greatly  facilitated.  I  sug- 
gested to  the  Chairman  of  the  Printing 
Committee  that  if  the  details  c«f  each  acci- 
dent mentioned  in  the  return  were  not 
printed,  at  least  the  summary  should  be 
printed,  which  sets  out  the  number  of 
fatal  acddoits  that  have  occurred,  and  the 
amount  of  coimpensatton  that  has  been 
paid.  To  that  suggestion,  he  replied  that 
the  printing  of  the  sununary  would  be  use- 
less if  the  other  portion  of  the  return  were 
not  printed.  "  Very  well,"  I  said  in 
answer  :o  him,  "  let  us  have  the  other 
portion  printed,  too."  I  think  I  have 
shown  that  his  objection  to  the  printing 
of  the  return  upon  the  ground  that  the 
cost  thus  involved  would  be  out  of 
all  i»t>portion  to  the  utility  of  the 
document  goes  by  the  board.  If  a 
document  is  useful  in  facilitating  the  con- 
duct of  public  business,  I  do  not  think 
that  the  question  of  expense  should  be  ccmi- 
sidered  at  all.  A  return  was  called  for 
some  time  ago  as  to  the  number  of  (^cers 
in  the  Commonwealth  Public  Service  who 
were  in  receipt  of  more  than  £300  per 
annum.  That  is  information  which  any 
hcHiorable  senator  could  secure  for  himself 
by  becoming  the  possessor  of  the  Public 
Service  list,  without  putting  the  Common- 
•  wealth  to  any  expense  whatever.  Yet  the 
Printing  Committee  thought  it  desirable 
to  have  that  documoit  printed.  Surely  if 
information  of  that  description  is  to  be 
printed,  we  ought  to  have  the  information 
for  which  I  ask  printed?  What  does  it 
matter  how  many  oflScers  in  our  Public  Ser- 
vice are  in  receipt  of  more  than  ;^3oo  a 
year  ?  They  are  probably  worth  the  money, 
and  are  being  paid  for  services  duly  ren- 
dered. I  repeat  that  there  ought  to  be 
s«ne  information  in  the  records  oif  the 
Senate  that  a  document  showing  the  num- 
ber of  accidents'  which  have  happened  to 
members  of  the  COTomonwealth  Public 
Service  is  in  existence,  and  how  access  to 
it  can  be  obtaii^. 

Senator  CLEMONS  (Tasmania)  [10.55]. 
— On  looking  through  the  list  of  papers 
which  the  Printing  Committee  has  rectMn- 
mended  to  be  printed,  I  find  that  they 
largelv  consist  of  Statutory  Rules.  This 
is  noi,  the  first  occasion  on  which  I  have 
mentitmed  this  matter,  and  I  wish  to  ask 
you,  sir,  whether  it  is  within  the  compe- 
tence of  that  CcMnmittee  in  ordering  those 


rules  to  be  printed,  to  also  order  that  they 
should  be  bound  and  indexed? 

The  PRESIDENT.— I  do  not  think 
that  the  Committee  have  power  to  make 
such  a  recommendaticm. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— Then,  if  it  be  de- 
sirable that  these  Statutory  Rules  should 
be  bound  and  indited,  must  honorable  sen- 
ators  rely  absolutely  on  the  Ministry? 

The  PRESIDENT.— I  think  so.  Some 
time  ago  attention  was  directed  to  the  fact 
that,  owing  to  these  Statutory  Rules  bdng 
loose,  they  got  astray.  It  was  thai  de- 
cided^ so  far  as  the  co[Mes  placed  in  the 
rooms  about  the  parliamentary  buildings 
are  concerned,  that  they  should  be  bound 
t(^ther.  No  arrangement,  however,  was 
made  that  they  should  be  bound  together 
and  sent  out  to  the  private  addresses  of 
hmorable  senators. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— I  am  obliged  to 
you,  sir,  for  your  answer.  I  wish  to  say 
just  a  few  words  upon  one  other  matter — 
that  of  whether  we  should  print  the  peti- 
tion in  referMKe  to  which  Senator  Peaice 
has  taken  acticm?  It  appears  to  me  that 
it  was  quite  unnecessary  for  that  hcnorable 
senator  to  have  moved  his  amendment,  see- 
ing that  the  petititxis  in  question  have  been 
ordered  to  be  printed  in  another  place. 

Senator  Turley. — But  on  divi^n  the 
other  House  refused  to  (H-der  them  to  be 
printed. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— I  think  that  the 
documents  have  been  ordered  to  be  printed 
elsewhere.  That  seems  to  me  a 
much  more  desirable  course  than  that 
the  Senate  should  wder  them  to  be 
printed.  While  I  agree  with  Senator 
Pearce  as  to  the  extreme  undesirability  of 
unification,  I  say  that  it  is  not  wise  that 
we  should  take  a  purely  party  view  of 
proposals  contained  in  documents  presented 
to  this  Parliament.  Whilst  we  may 
strongly  dissent  from  the  ctmtents  of  many 
papers,  the  circumstances  ought  not  to  be 
regarded  as  the  cme  factor  in  determining 
whether  they  should  be  printed  or  not. 
But,  inasmuch  as  these  petitkxis  were 
never  presented  to  the  Senate,  and  that 
they  have  already  been  ordered  to  be 
printed  elsewhere,  I  think  it  is  extremely 
undesirable  that  we  should  take  action  in 
the  matter.  Why  should  we  order  the 
printing  of  documents  of  which  we  know 
nothing?  Either  the  petitions  were  not 
deemed  of  sullicient  ifmportance,  or  this 
Senate  was  not  deemed  of  sufficient  im- 
portance to  warrant  the  petiti^s  hantr 
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fathered  bete.  For  that  reason  I  object 
to  the  Senate  ordering  them  to  be  printed. 

Senator  PULSFORD  (New  South 
Wales)  [10.59].— The  obsCTvations  of  Sen- 
ators Stewart  and  Pearce  point  to  the  de- 
sirableness of  dissolving  the  Printing  Com- 
mittee. I  am  not  willing  to  remain  a 
member '  of  that  bodv  if,  after  we  have 
done  our  wwk  carefully,  we  are,  for 
purely  party  purposes,  to  be  subjected  to 
criticism  in  the  Senate. 

Senator  Pearce. — That  is  scarcely  fair. 
The  Iwnorable  senator  has  made  an  xm- 
worthy  remark. 

Senator  PULSFORD.— Tlie  work  of 
the  Printing  Committee  has  always  been 
carried  out,  having  regard  to  the  one  ob- 
ject for  which  it  was  appointed,  namely, 
economy.  There  are  four  monbers  of 
the  Labour  party  on  the  Committee — 
Messrs.  Givens,  Croft,  Findley,  and  Hen- 
derson. The  three  other  honorable  sera- 
tors  who  bekMig  to  it  are  Messrs.  CamerOTi, 
Macfarlane,  and  myself.  I  have  never 
seen  the  shadow  of  an  effort  on  the  part 
of  any  member  to  deal  with  any  proposal 
other  than  from  the  point  of  view  of  the 
purpose  for  which  the  Committee  was  ap- 
poLited.  Its  work  is  well,  carefully,  and 
properlv  done,  and  I  object  to  work  being 
rensed  in  the  Senate  in  the  way  now  pto- 
posed.  If  Senator  Stewart's  prc^nsal  be 
carried  I  shall  forthwith  resign  my  posi- 
tion on  the  CoHimittee. 

Senator  MILLEN  (New  South  Wale*^ 
Vice-President  of  the  Executive  Council) 
[11. 4]. — It  may  shorten  the  debate  if  I 
inform  the  Senate,  as  I  am  in  a  position 
to  do,  that  it  has  been  decided  to  have 
the  |>etitions  that  have  been  referred  to 
printed  by  order  of  the  other  branch  of  the 
L^islatui-e.  Probably,  therefore,  Sena^ 
Pearce  will  withdraw  his  proposal. 

Senator  Turlev. — Decided  by  whom? 

Senator  MILLEN. — The  procedure,  I 
understand,  was  that  a  specific  motion 
was  submitted  b>-  leave,  and  it  was  carried 
unanimously.  Perhaps  I  may,  in  reply  to 
Senator  demons,  refer  to  the  question  of 
binding  and  indexing  statutcHy  rules.  I 
am  rather  pleased  to  notiw  this  estrone 
anxiety  for  an  index,  seeing  that  an  index 
to  the  rules  has  already  been  placed  in 
the  hands  of  honorable  senators. 

Senator  Clemons. — In  a  bound  form? 

Senator  MTTXEN.— Bound  up  with  the 
last  addition  of  the  Acts,  copies  of  which 
have  been  distributed  to  erery  honorable 
senator. 


Senator  Cleicons. — can  assure  the 
Vice-President  of  the  EiKGUtive  Coundil 
that  I  have  received  no  bound  cc^y. 

Senator  MILLEN.— The  bound  Acts 
are  issued,  and  with  the  TOlume  is  an  in- 
dex to  the  statutory  rules. 

Senator  Cleicons. — That  index  would 
be  much  more  valuable  if  acccmpanied  by 
a  bound  volume  of  the  rules. 

Senator  MILLEN.— Owin^  to  the  volu- 
minous and  constantly  changing  nature  of 
dwse  rules,  it  would  involve  an  enotmous 
exp^diture  if,  every  time  a  fresh  rule  was 
issued,  a  new  bound  volome  was  pob- 
Ibhed.  Even  if  the  rules  were  re- 
issued in  a  bound  form  quarterly  or  half- 
yearly,  the  undertaking  could  not  be  en- 
tered upon  lightly.  But  while  I  draw 
attention  to  this  disability,  I  should  like 
to  inform  the  Senate  that  the  matter  is 
now  being  carefully  inquired  into  in  order 
to  determine  if  it  is  pc^sible  to  devise 
some  means  whereby  the  ccHivenience  of 
faonoraUe  senators  may  be  served,  whilst 
not  involving  the  Commonwealth  in  great 
expense.  It  is  not  a  matter  to  be  dis- 
posed of  by  simply  saying  that  we  cid 
have  tlae  statutory  rules  bouod,  indeaed^ 
and  distributed*  for  the  leaaoos  that  I 
have  given.  If.  however,  it  is  possible 
to  devise  means  by  which  the  statutory 
rules  can  be  issued  in  a  bandy  and  con- 
venient form,  at  reas<xiable  expense,  an 
dfort  will  be  made  to  do  it. 

Senatcn-  Clemors. — I  do  not  doubt  Hat 

Senator  Pearce. — I  ask  leave  to  with- 
draw my  amendment 

Amendment  (Senator  Peakcb's),  by 
leave,  withdrawn. 

Senator  TRENWITH  (Victoria)  [xi.7]. 
— I    8^-mpatliiae   heartily    with  Senator 

Stewart's  desire  that  information  on  the 
point  that  he  has  indicated  should  be  made 
available.  But  I  think  all  the  information 
that  he  seeks  may  be  obtained  from  other 
public  documents.  It  may  be  difficult  to 
pick  out  the  facts,  but  they  are  published 
in  tlie  reports  of  the  Shops  and  Factobes 
Inspectors,  and  there  is  a  table  in  the 
Commonwealth  Year-Baek  dealing  with  the 
subject. 

Senator  Stewakt. — ^This  return  refers  to 

the  'Commonwealth  employ^  onlv. 

Senator  TRENWITH.— We  do  not  de- 
sire to  have  a  duplication.  Parliamentary- 
printing'  is  necessarilv  verv  enpensive. 
Whilst  much  of  the  information  published 
is  vrtUiabfe  Inrgety  as  an  histo^al  record^ 
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and  also  in  rare  instances  foe  the  informa- 
tion of  honorable  senators  on  special  points, 
a  great  deal  of  it  is  not  usefiU. 

Senator  Givens. — The  trouble  is  that 
papers  are  sometimes  printed  three  and  four 
times  over. 

Senator  TRENWITH.— The  Printing 
Committee  has  an  arduous  and  extremely 
useful  function  to  perform.  As  far  as  my 
observation  has  gone,  its  work  is  dcme 
thoroughly  and  conscientiously.  I  am  dis- 
posed, L)oth  for  that  reascm  and  for  the 
other,  which  I  ha\*e  indicated,  to  TOte 
against  Senator  Stewart's  amendment. 

Senator  Stewart. — There  is  no  informa- 
tion in  the  Year-Book  about  this  matter. 

Senator  TRENWITH.— I  know  that 
there  is  a  table  about  accidents  on  the  rail- 
ways, which  concerns  one  branch  of  the 
Public  Service.  I  do  not  desire  to  discuss 
the  matter  at  length,  but  I  shall  vote 
against  the  amendment. 

Senator  McGREGOR  (South  Australia) 
[11.10]. — I  do  not  exactly  understand  the 
extent  of  the  return  which  Senator  Stewart 
desires  to  have  printed,  nOT  do  I  know 
what  new  informaticm  it  contains.  But  I 
am  of  opinion  that  it  ought  to  be  available 
to  hwiorable  senators.  I  wish  to  point 
out  to  mMnbers  of  the  Printing  Committee 
that  any  member  of  the  Senate  or  of  an- 
other place  can  defeat  anything  which  they 
may  do  in  the  direction  of  economy  by 
simply  obtaining  a  document  which  is  not 
printed  and,  cm  a  motion  for  the  adjourn- 
ment, or  at  the  first  reading  stage  of  a 
Supply  Bill,  reading  it,  and  thus  put- 
ting it  into  Hansard.  The  question  is 
which  method  is  the  more  advisable  and 
economical.  I  should  be  sorry  if  the  Print- 
ing Committee  carried  economy  to  too  great 
nn  extent.  I  should  also  be  sorry  if 
amendments  for  the  printing  of  documents 
in  opposition  to  the  recommendation  of  the 
Printing  Ccmmittee  were  carried  too  often. 
But  there  is  no  reflection  upon  the  Com- 
mittee if  at  different  times  certain  honorable 
senators  may  deem  it  necessary  to  dissent 
from  their  recommendations.  I  do  not  think 
that  Senator  Stewart  meant  to  reflect  upon 
either  the  ability  or  good  intentions  of  the 
Committee.  I  am  certain  that  they  honestly 
endeavour  to  carry  out  their  work  in  the 
best  interests  of  the  Commonwealth.  But 
when  an  honorable  senator  attaches  much 
importance  to  a  document,  which  he 
thinks  may  he  rciuired  in  the  near 
future  when  serious  questions  may  arise,  T 
am  not  going  to  turn  my  back  upon  him  and 
oppo.se  the  printing  of  it.    Therefore  I  feel 


bound  to  suppOTt  Senator  Stewart,  although 
always  ready  to  admit  that  the  Printing 
Committee  does  its  duty  exceedingly  well. 

Senator  HENDERSON  (Western  Aus- 
tralia) [M.14]. — The  attitude  assumed  by 
the  members  of  the  Printing  Committee  to- 
wards their  report  is  simply  that  they  ex- 
press the  opinion  that  certain  papers  are 
worth  printing.  We  also  put  on  record  our 
vifw  that  other  papers  are  not  so  valuable, 
and  we  place  the  word  "  No  recommenda- 
tion" against  them.  If,  however,  the 
Senate  dnires  to  make  a  recommendation 
with  regard  to  any  of  those  papers,  it  has 
a  right  to  do  so.  The  Printing  Ccnnmittee 
has  no  complaint  whatever  to  make  against 
that  course.  It  is  just  as  well  that  the 
Senate  should  know  that  the  paper  which 
Senator  Stewart  is  anxious  to  have  printed 
was  very  carefully  considered  by  the  Com- 
mittee. I  take  up  the  same  ground  as 
Senator  Trenwith  did.  The  information 
contained  in  the  paper  is  already  available. 
I  take  it  for  granted  that  these  accidents 
are  recorded  and  tabulated  elsewhere. 
Luckily  the  accidents  have  not  been  numer- 
ous, and  they  affect  only  one  Common- 
wealth Department,  that  of  Trade  and  Cus- 
toms, in  which  there  have  been  ten  minor 
accidents  and  one  fatal  accident,  on  ac- 
count of  which  the  sum  of  ^148  was  paid 
in  compensation.  This  accident  took  place 
in  Victoria,  and  I  venture  to  say  that  there 
is  an  oflicial  record  of  it. 

Sanator  Guthrie. — Suppose  these  acci- 
dents occurred  in  Tasmania;  would  there 
be  a  record? 

Senator  HENDERSON.— I  do  not  think 
that  Tasmania  is  so  far  behind  the  age  as 
to  have  no  care  whatever  for  humanity.  In 
face  of  the  fact  that  Senator  demons  is  a 
resident  of  Tasmania,  I  am  satisfied  that 
that  State  has  arrived  at  the  stage  when  its 
citizens  have  some  regard  for  their  respon- 
sibilities towards  each  other.  In  South 
Australia  there  were  no  accidents,  and 
in  Tasmania  there  were  ten.  Xo  COTi- 
pensation  was  paid  in  that  State,  because 
none  of  the  accidents  were  fatal.  If  we 
looked  up  the  records  in  Tasmania  I  sup- 
pose we  should  find  among  the  aaa- 
dents  such  cases  as  that  a  civil  servant 
sprained  his  finger  whilst  sharpening  a 
pencil,  and  that  another,  whose  boots  were 
somewhat  worn,  managed  to  run  a  nail  into 
his  foot,  and,  in  all  probability,  was 
given  one  day's  leave  of  absence  on  full 
pay.  The  return  would  make  a  volume  of 
considerable  size.  In  Western  Australia 
there  were   four  accidents;  "^but  I  know 
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where  I  can  find  a  recced  of  the  particu- 
lars of  every  one  of  them.  In  New  South 
Wales  261  aocidrats  were  receded,  and  I 
know  where  I  could  find  a  reowd  of  each 
of  them. 

Senator  Stewart. — I  am  not  going  to 
Sydn^  for  information.  This  is  all  Com- 
mcHiwealth  information,  which  ought  to  be 
available  here,  and  if  I  cannot  get  it 
printed  in  one  way,  I  shall  in  another.  ■ 

Senator  Findlev. — Did  the  261  acci- 
dents reported  from  New  South  Wales 
occur, to  Commonwealth  employes? 

Senator  HENDERSON.— Yes,  there 
have  been  261  accidents  to  Commonwealth 
employes  in  New  South  Wales,  since  the 
beginning  of  the  Federation.  The  records 
sho^v  that  four  were  fatal,  for  which  the 
Cwnmonwealth  has  paid,  in  compensation, 
the  sumof  ;^45i  i6s.  6d.  I  find  that  in  one 
case  a  man  fell  from  a  horse,  and  got  leave 
of  absence  on  full  pay  for  one  day.  In 
many  other  cases  the  accidents  were  equally 
trivial.  I  have  gone  carefully  into  the  re- 
turn, and,  as  I  believe  it  would  be  a  waste 
of  money  to  print  it,  I  shall  vote  against 
the  amendment. 

Question — That  the  words  proposed  to 
be  added  (Senator  Stewart's  amendment) 
be  added — put.    The  Senate  divided. 
Ayes     ...  ...  ...  5 

Noes     ...  ...  ...  34 


Maj(»rity 


>9 


ArES. 


Croft,  J.  W 
Fiodley,  E. 
Guthrie,  R.  S. 


Best,  R.  W. 
Clemons,  J.  S. 
de  Largie,  H. 
Dobson,  H. 
Fraser,  S. 
Givens,  T, 
Gould,  Lt.-Colonel 
Gray,  J.  P. 
Henderson,  G. 
Macfarlane,  J. 
McColl,  J.  H. 
Milieu,  E.  D. 
Mulcahy,  E. 


Ncedham,  E. 

Teilet  : 
Stewart,  J.  C. 


Noes. 


Pcafce,  G.  F. 
Pulsford,  E. 
Kusscll,  K.  I. 
Russell,  W. 
St,  Ledger,  A.  J. 
Story.  W.  H. 
Trenwith,  W.  A. 
rurlcy.  H. 
V.-ir'don,  J. 
Walker,  J.  T. 

Teller  : 
Chataway,  T.  D. 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 
Amendment  negatived. 

Original  question  resolved  in  the  affirma- 
tive. 


CONSTITUTION  ALTERATION 
(ADJUSTMENT   OF  INDUSTRIAL 

CONDITIONS)  BILL. 

Motion  (by  Senator  Trenwith)  agreed 
to— 

That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  an 
Act  to  amend  the  Constitution  so  that  the  Par- 
liament may  be  empowered  to  legislate  for  the 
adjustment  of  ioduitrial  conditions  in  the  Tari- 
ous  States. 

PAPERS. 

Senator  MILLEN  laid  upon  the  table 
the  following  papers — 

Prickly  Fear, — report  on  the  plant  by  Senator 
McColl. 

Report  of  CommitsioDcr  of  Lands^  Papua. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Debate  on  Ministerial  Statbicent  : 

Count  Out. 
Senator  MILLEN  (New  South  Wales- 
Vice-President  of  the  Executive  Council) 
[11.25}. — I  ^""^ — 

That  the  Senate  do  now  adjourn. 

In  submitting  the  motion,  I  need  hardly 
do  more  than  remind  h(XM>rable  senators 
that  the  Government  regard  it  as  an  cA)liga- 
tion  to  suspend  further  Government  busi- 
ness in  the  Senate  until  the  motion  of  want 
of  amfidenoe,  which  is  bein^  debated  in 
the  House  of  Representadves.  be  disposed 
of.  When  that  will  be,  probably  my  hon- 
orable friends  on  the  other  side  can  f<ffm 
as  just  an  estimate  as  I  can.  It  does  seem 
inadvisable  that  the  Senate  should  adjourn 
until  later  than  the  next  ordinary  day  of 
sitting,  Wednesday  next.  The  Govern- 
ment cannot  be  held  responsible  for  ccm- 
tinuing  the  debate  upon  the  Ministerial 
statement  in  the  Senate  any  longer  than  was 
necessary.  As  honorable  members  oppodte 
appeared  to  be  ready  to  go  out  on  strike, 
perhaps  they  will  be  a  little  surprised  at 
being  locked  out.  I  do  not  wlidi  to  say 
anvthing  further. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE  (Western  Austra- 
lia) [11.27]. — With  reference  to  the  remarks 
which  have  just  fallen  from  the  Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Executive  Council,  I  should 
like  to  remind  the  honorable  s«iator  that 
no  less  than  eleven  speakers  on  the  Govern- 
ment side  took  part  in  the  debate  <xi  the 
Ministerial  statement. 

Senator  Millen. — Does  the  honorable 
senator  include  Senator  Symon  in  the 
eleven  on  the  GovernmCTt  side? 

Senator  Givens. — Does  /S)niatoc.ldjllen 
wish  to  repudiate  ifliSi'?s^'^v^*^"Xt^ 
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Senator  Mizxen. — Does  the  honorable 
senator  wish  to  do  so? 

Senator  Clehons. — I  do  not  think  that 
this  is  very  nice,  in  the  absence  <^  Senatex' 
Symon.  I  very  much  object  to  sucb  inter- 
jections, no  matter  from  yihich  nde  they 
come. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE. — I  point  out  that 
whilst  there  were  eleven  speakers  cm  the 
Government  side  in  the  debate  on  the  Minis- 
terial statement,  there  were  only  eight  on 
the  Oppositi<m  side.  We  can,  therefore, 
say  that  the  Government  were  responsible 
for  taking  up  most  of  the  time  in  the  de- 
bate. 

SenatM*  Millen. — ^Will  the  honorable 
senator  ^ive  the  time  occupied  by  the 
speakers  on  each  side,  or  will  he  leave  me 
to  do  that? 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— I  think  the 
Government  might  have  been  a  little 
fairer  to  Senator  St.  Ledger  than  they 
were  yesterday  afternoon.  After  the 
other  ten  speakers  on  the  Govern- 
ment side  had  said  what  they  had 
to  say,  they  evidently  considered  them- 
selves free  to  go  where  they  liked,  with  the 
result  that  hmcwable  senators  opposite  were 
unable*  to  a  quOTum  to  ccxiduct  the 
business  of  the  Semite.  It  was  very  un- 
fair to  Senator  St.  Ledgec  tiiat  such 
a  fine  anti-Sodalistic  orati<m  as 
that  which  he  attempted  to  deliver, 
should  have  been  nipped  in  the  bud. 
The  honorable  senator  is  a  well-known 
anti-Socialist  orator.  He  delivers  what  the 
press  call  lecturettes  to  the  ^ne  society 
ladies  who  are  putting  in  their  spare  time, 
in  a  political  sense,  by  organizing  lectures, 
and  the  honorable  senator  is  the  principal 
entertainer. 

Senator  McGregor. — Has  he  cut  out 
Senator  Dobson? 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— -Senator  Dobson 
seems  to  be  entirely  out  in  the  cold.  I  do 
not  know  why  he  has  not  looked  better  to 
his  laurels  than  to  allow  Senator  St.  Led- 
ger to  cut  him  out,  because  he  was  un- 
doubtedly first  in  the  field,  and  ought  to 
have  the  first  call  on  the  ladies.  I  think 
that  Senator  St.  Ledger  has  every  right  to 
complain  of  the  treatment  meted  out  to  him 
by  the  Government  last  evening.  That  any 
member  of  the  Senate  should  be  treated 
so  badly  that  on  seven  occasions  in  his 
speech  the  bells  should  hara  to  be 
rung  

Soiator  Guthrie. — No,  nine. 

SenaTor  DE  LARGIE.— That  is  worse 
than  I  tlu>ught.    During  the  course  of  the 


honoraUe  senator's  splendid  oration  cm 
anti- Social  ism,  the  t)ells  of  the  Senate  had 
to  be  rung  no  less  than  nine  times. 

SenatcH-  Milu»«. — ^The  honorable  sena- 
te's colleagues  were  afraid  to  stay  here 
and  listen  to  him. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.  —  Had  the 
Leader  of  the  Government  been  pr^nt 
when  the  Senate  was  counted  out  last 
night,  he  would  have  afforded  to  S^iator 
St.  Ledger  the  opportunity  to  continue  his 
oratiwi;  but,  owing  to  his  absence,  that 
splendid  deliveran^s  is  stillborn. 

Senator  Millen. — And  owing  to  the 
honorable  senator's  absence,  too. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— The  Govern- 
ment failed  to  ask  the  Oppoidticm  to  lend 
them  a  hand  to  keep  a  quorum.  Had  they 
asked  the  as^tance  of  the  Opposition  ia 
keeping  a  quorum  last  night,  more  especially 
when  Senator  St.  Ledger  was  speaking,  it 
would  have  been  the  dearest  privilege 
which  we  could  have  had  extended  to  us. 
But  no  such  request  was  made.  The  Govern- 
ment have  been  wanting  in  their  duty  to 
the  Senate  in  allowing  it  to  be  counted  out 
in  such  circumstances.  When  speaking  the 
other  night  to  the  motion  which  has  been 
disposed  of  by  the  count-out,  Senator 
Sym(xi  made  a  remark  to  which  I  desire  to 
refer. 

The  PRESIDENT.— Order.    There  is 

a  standinc;  order,  which  says  that — 

No  senator  shall  allude  to  any  debate  of 
the  same  sessioo  upon  s  question  or  Bill  not 
being  tben. under  discussion. 

It  will  not  be  in  order  for  the  honorable 
senator  to  allude  generally  to  a  matter  of 
that  character. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— I  did  not  in- 
tend to  allude  generally  to  the  matter,  but 
merely  to  make  a  very  brief  reference.  The 
other  night,  Senator  Synuxi  made  a  quota- 
tion  

The  PRESIDENT.— Order.  I  cannot 
allow  any  reference  of  that  kind  to  be 
made.  The  honorable  senator  is  alluding 
to  a  statement  which  was  made  in  another 
debate,  and  he  will  see  that  is  contrary 
to  the  standing  order. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— I  certainly  do 
not  wish,  sir,  to  run  counter  to  your  ruling, 
but  I  thought  that  a  very  brief  reference 
to  the  matter  would  be  permitted  to  pass 
without  question.  On  a  certain  occaaon, 
the  speaker  was  verv  careful  to  point  out 
that  the  quotation  he  was  making  was 
placed  between  inverted  ccnnmas,  because 
he  did  not  wish,  I  suppose,  to  use  the  re- 
mark in  its  very  bald  form.  ^  Perhaps  E 


1018  AifoitmmmL 


[SENATE.]  AiiowwiimL 


may  be  pennitted  to  apply  to  Senator  St. 
Ledger  a  sunilar  remark  between  in- 
verted commas,  and  it  is — "  Senator  St. 
Ledger  was  damned  badly  treated."  Of 
course,  sir,  I  wish  the  remark  to  appear 
between  inv«ted  commas.  The  honorable 
senator  has  been  badly  treated  by  Senator 
Mitten  and  the  other  ten  speakers  on  his 
side  of  the  chamber,  who  were  absent  whrai 
he  was  speakintr  last  night. 

Senator  Millen. — And  when  wily  cme 
L.ibour  senator  was  here. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE. — That  Labour 
man  had  such  a  splendid  treat  last  night 
that  the  rest  on  this  side  are  all  green  with 
cn*T  this  morning.  When  he  informed 
ibi  of  what  we  missed  last  night,  I  can  as- 
sure the  Senate  that  every  member  of  the 
Oppoation  was  very  scwry  that  he  was 
aent.  Had  Senator  St.  Ledger  let  the 
Opposition  whip  know  that  there  was  likely 
to  be  a  scant  attendance,  and  that  the 
I^eader  of  the  Senate  would  be  absent,  and 
could  not  maintain  a  quorum  to  keep  busi- 
ness going,  I  would  have  done  my  beat  to 
secure  for  him  an  opportunity  to  speak. 

Senator  Millen. — Why  did  the  honor- 
able senator  tell  them  all  to  keep  out  while 
the  bells  were  ringing  ? 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— I  am  surprised 
that  Senator  MiUen  should  ask  the  question. 
I  am  sure  that  he  has  no  authority  for  mak- 
ing that  remark.  HcHiorable  senators  on 
this  ^de  all  know  their  duty  too  well  to 
allow  themselves  to  be  dictated  to  by  any 
honorable  senator  9S  to  when  they  shall  be 
present  or  absent.  But  there  is  another  as- 
pect of  the  question  to  which  I  wish  to  draw 
attention.  Senator  St.  Ledger  comes  from 
Queensland.  WJfat  will  the  people  of  that 
State  say  when  they  learn  that  one  of  their 
brilliant  representatives  here  could  not  get 
a  hearing  in  the  Senate? 

Senator  Guthrie. — Not  even  from  his 
own  side. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— They  may  rea- 
sonably ask  this  questitHi,  "How  can  we 
expect  the  voice  of  Queensland  to  be  heard 
■when  even  the  colleagues  wh(xn  we  sent 
with  Senator  St.  Ledger  to  Melbourne  will 
not  attend  tn  keep  a  quorum?" 

Senator  Millen. — That  is  rough  on 
Senators  Givens  and  Stewart. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE. — It  is  very  rough 
on  Senator  Savers,  who  was  absent,  and 
who  is  a  colleag:ue  of  Senator  St.  Ledger. 
I  had  no  intention  of  mentioning  the 
names  of  individual  senators,  but  se«ng 
that  Senator  Millen  introduced  the  names 
of  Senators  Givens  and  Stewart,  I  was 


obliged,  in  justice  to  them,  to  mention  the 
name  of  Senator  Sayers. 

Senator  Trenwith. — He  was  absent  in 
consequence  of  the  illness  of  his  mother. 

Senator  DE  LARGI£.~I  am  very  sorry, 
indeed,  to  bear  that  that  was  the  cause  of 
his  absence.  I  would  not  have  mentioned 
his  name  at  all  had  not  the  names  of  Sena- 
tors Givens  and  Stewart  been  introduced  by 
Senator  Millen. 

Senator  Pulsfobd. — But  are  not  these 
tears  for  Senator  St.  Ledger  very  much  of 
the  crocodile  order? 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— I  dare  say  that 
if  tears  were  shed  by  the  honorable  senator 
they  would  be  falling  from  something  \'erv 
like  a  crocodile.  They  are  shed  bv  the 
oppositi<xi  in  sorrow  for  our  genial  friend 
from  Queensland.  In  fairness  to  that 
State,  its  representatives  here  should  not  be 
treated  in  the  manner  in  which  he  was 
treated  last  night.  There  is  an  election 
ccmiing  on. 

Senator  McColl. — ^And  that  is  the  rea- 
son  for  these  speeches. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— And  no  doubt 
the  Employers'  Federaticm  party  will  ex- 
pect to  get  some  support  from  Queensland. 
It  is  scarcely  fair  to  that  party  that  the 
Government  should  treat  one  of  its  brilliant 
lights  as  they  did  last  night.  What  support 
can  that  party  expect  to  receive  from 
Queensland  when  it  is  recalled  that  its 
leading  representative  on  the  anti-Socialist 
ticket  was  unable  to  get  a  hearing  here  for 
his  oration? 

Senator  E.  J.  Russell. — Is  it  a  fact 
that  he  is  a  junior  teacher  at  Walpole's 
anti-sosh  school  ? 

Senator  St.  Ledges. — ^There  is  some 
literature  attached  to  my  name. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— The  Govern- 
ment are  now  asking  the  Senate  for  an  ad- 
journment. After  last  night's  exhibition,  is 
it  not  fair  that  they  should  be  asked  to 
consider  their  position? 

SenatcNT  Millen. — ^We  considered  it  yes- 
terday afternom. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— Can  the  Go- 
vernment reasonably  hope  to  go  on  in  the 
future  any  better  than  they  did  last  night? 

Swia  tor  M I LLEN .  — Yes,  when  there  is 
business  to  be  done. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— There  was  busi- 
ness to  be  done  last  night,  but  the  Go\iem- 
ment  were  unable  to  keep  a  qiKHum. 
What  hope  have  they  of  bdng  able  to 
keep  a  quonmi  in  the  future?  I  bdieve 
^at  last  night's  incident  hon^  tndi- 
caticm  of  how  people  in  the  county  regard 


AdjounmatL  [9  July,  1909.]  AdftmmmaU.  1049 


the  position.  The  Senate  is  disgusted  with, 
the  attitude  of  the  Govenunent,  and  the 
country  is,  I  bcrfd,  equally  disgusted.  In- 
stead of  asking  for  an  adjoununent  now 
they  ougiit  to  be  asking  foe  a  dissolutioi, 
in  order  to  ascertain  public  opinion.  X  in- 
tend to  "assist"  them  until  they  do  de- 
cide to  appeal  to  the  country. 

Senator  Millen. — May  I  suggest  that 
the  hCHiorable  senator  should  "assist"  us 
as  he  did  last  evening — by  ke^nng  out  of 
the  Chamber? 

Senator  Guthrie. — So  did  the  Minister. 
Senator  DE  LARGIE.— I  do  not  wish 
to  discuss'  my  position  or  my  attitude  to 
the  Government.  I  intend  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  every  oppwtunity  to  drag  them 
before  their  masters.  Last  night  we  got 
an  opportunity  of  that  kind.  On  next 
sitting  day  \?e  may  get  another  oppor- 
tunity, but  whenever  it  may  arise  it  will 
be  availed  of  by  members  of  the  Opposi- 
tion. We  reoc^nise  that  the  Government 
have  no  right  to  be  occupying  their  present 
position.  We  hold  that  they  reached  the 
Ministerial  benches  by  a  piece  of  political 
hypocrisy ;  by  the  adopti(m  of  tactics  which, 
so  far  as  I  am  aware,  have  never  before 
been  practised  against  a  Government. 

Senator  FitAsat. — ^The  honorable  senator 
wants  three  parties. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— No. 
Senator    Eraser. — ^Yes,    the  honorable 
senator  does. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— Thank  good- 
ness we  have  now  all  our  opponents  in  <aie 
bag.  The  position  which  other  States 
have  got  into  recently  by  the  formation  of 
an  Employers'  Federation  Government  is 
nothing  new  to  Western  Australia,  because 
it  has  detained  there  for  a  number  of  years. 
The  employers  in  our  State  have  always 
been  in  oppositim  to  Labour.  For  years 
there  has  never  been  more  that  one  party 
opposing  Labour,  and,  notwithstanding 
the  excuse  put  forward  by  the  pseudo- 
Liberals,  it  was  because  Labour  was  raid- 
ing the  seats  of  sudi  Liberals  that  a  mem- 
ber of  the  present  Protectionist  Govern- 
ment, Sir  John  Forrest,  has  been  opposed 
to  Labour  at  every  Federal  election.  He 
has  been  contesting  thdr  seats  with  Liberals 
even  when  they  have  been  supporting  the 
Government  of  which  he  was  a  member. 

Senator  Millen. — Do  I  understand  the 
honorable  senator  to  say  that  any  one  has 
had  the  audacity  to  attack  a  Labour  seat? 
That  is  a  monstrous  thing  to  do. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— I  do  not  con- 
sider it  audacity  at  all.    I  have  never  com- 


plained of  it.      1  am  simply  recounting 
what  has  happened  at  every  Federal  elec- 
tion in  Western  Australia.      Members  of 
this  Government  have  complained  tiiat  we 
were  attacking  thdr  seats.      That  com- 
plaint has  been  made  over  and  over  again 
in  Western  Australia  by  no  less  a  light 
than  the  pres«it  Treasurer.    We  made  no 
complaint,  but  the  so-called  Liberals  cchh- 
plained  of  our  action.  They  put  forward  as 
their  only  excuse  for  joining  the  Employers' 
Federation  Government  that  Labour  men 
were  attacking  their  seats.     It  is  the  most 
miserable  and  paltry  excuse  whidi  any 
man  could  possibly  advance  for  deserting 
his  so-called  Liberal  principles.     I  think 
that  I  have  now  made  my  attitude  quite 
plain.     I  do  not    wish   to   disguise  it. 
Nothing  is  to  be  gained  by  the  practice 
of  political  hypocrisy.     I  have  recognise'S 
the  position  that  has   obtained    from  a 
Western  Australian  stand-pcrint  for  a  con- 
siderable time.     In  that  State  we  have 
never  asked  for  quarter  from  our  political 
OKxments,  and  certainly  we  should  re- 
ceive none.     In  the  same  way,  I  do  not 
intend  to  dfer  any  quarter  to  the  present 
Government,  or  to  those  with  whom  we 
have  been  fighting  strenuously  foe  years. 
When  I   find   a   Government  practising 
political  hypocrisy,  I  say  that  it  is  our 
duty  to  expose  it.     Only  by  so  d<ringcan 
the  public  learn  the  true  position.  Had 
the  present  occupants   of   the  Treasury 
benches  tabled  an  amendment  upon  the 
Address-in-RepIy,  to  the  effect   that  the 
Fisher  Government    were    deserving  of 
censure  for  their  failure  to  offer  a  Dread- 
nought to  Great  Britain — which  was  the 
one  reason  why  Mr.  Deakin  urg^  that 
this  Parliament  should  be  convened  earlier 
than  usual — I  might  have  had  some  more 
regard  for  them  than  I  have.     But  in- 
stead of  dcung  so,  a  supporter  of  the  pre- 
sent Government  in  another  place  was 
put  up  to  prevent  the  discussion  of  that 
very  matter.      I    have   eve^y  reascm  to 
complain  that  no  proposal  has  been  sub- 
mitted in  favour  of  the  presentation  of  a 
Dreadnought  by  the  present  Government, 
seeing  that  it  was  the  one  reascm  which 
they    urged    why  Parliament  should  be 
called  together  much  earlier  than  May. 
The  only  way  in  which  such  a  proposal 
could  be  adequately  discussed  would  be 
by  permitting  of  an  appeal  being  made 
to  the  electors.     I  am  satisfied  that  the 
people  of  Western  Australia  are  almost 
unanimously  opposed  to   any    such  pro- 
posal.    It  is  true  that  the  Government 
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have  made  a  sort  of  left-handed  (rffer  of 
a  Dreadnought  to  the  Old  Country.  Hav- 
ing sand-bagged  the  late  Administration, 
and  having  ottfained  a  three  weeks*  ad- 
joununent  of  Farliamoit,  they  offered  a 
Dreadnought  to  Great  Britain.  Such 
tactics  can  be  properly  rewarded  <mly  by 
allowing  the  electors  to  express  thdr 
opinicms  of  those  who  practice  them.  The 
Government  are  now  in  oflSce,  and  are 
consequently  in  a  position  to  control  the 
elections,  but  despite  this  manifest  ad- 
vantage, we  invite  them  even  now  to  face 
the  country.  We  are  so  satisfied  that  it 
is  against  them  that  even  under  the  most 
adverse  circumstances  the  Labour  party 
could  not  fail  to  improve  thdr  positioQ 
in  this  Parliament.  If  they  are  so  secure 
in  their  seats,  why  do  they  not  accept 
qiir  invitation,  esp«nally  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  the  daily  press  is  behind  them? 
If  the  Ministry  lacked  the  powerful  in- 
fluence of  that  daily  press  they  would  be 
the  most  hopeless  politicians  imaginable. 
It  requires  a  good  cause  to  withstand  the 
attacks  and  misrepresentaticms  of  the  daily 
newspapers.  That  good  cause  is  repr^i^ 
sented  by  the  platform  of  the  Labour 
party.  We  have  to  fight  the  entire  press 
of  Australia. 

Senator  Muxen. — The  Opp(»itic«  has 
the  Brisbane  Worker. 

Senator  Findley. — And  the  Government 
have  the  Sporting  and  Dramatic  Ntivs. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— We  are  all 
proud  of  that  splendidly  written  news- 
paper, the  Worker.  Despite  the  fact  that 
the  Government  have  the  imited  power  of 
the  press  at  their  back,  they  experience 
the  utmost  difficulty  in  maintaining  thrir 
position.  If  it  were  only  possible  for 
the  Labour  party  to  secure  tliat  press  sup- 
port at  a  single  election  they  would  sireep 
the  country  from  end  to  «id. 

Senator  TtntLEY. — 'We  shwld  have  to 
be  a  pretty  corrupt  party  to  secure  its 
support. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— The  time  may 
come,  however,  when  the  Labour  party 
will  have  its  own  daily  newspapers.  When 
I  criticise  the  press  I  wish  it  to  be  dis- 
tinctly understcod  that  I  do  not  include 
in  my  indictment  the  ^ntlemoi  who  are 
associated  with  the  staffs  of  the  various 
daily  newspapers.  Th^  are  simply, 
workers,  and  are  obli^d  to  write  accord- 
ing to  instructions,  quite  independently  <^ 
their  own  private  \iews.  I  say  this,  be- 
cause some  members  of  the  press  appear 
to  think  that  I  have  a  particular  "set'* 


upon  them.  There  is  no  ground  whatever 
for  that  opinion. 

Senator  Gray. — ^The  hoxvable  smator 
attacked  them  just  now. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— I  have  made 
no  attack  upon  them. 

Senator  Gray. — The  hcmorable  senator 
said  that  they  are  obliged  to  write  to 
order. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— I  believe  that 
the  time  will  come  when  the  Labour  party 
will  be  able  to  give  th^  men  an  oppor- 
tunity to  write  from  the  Labour  stand- 
point, and  r  am  satisfied  that  they  will 
then  be  expressing  their  own  convictions 
in  a  much  larger  measure  than  they  do 
now. 

Senator  Walker. — ^The  hoiuvable  sena- 
tor is  indulging  in  the  pleasures  of  hope. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— It  is  a  fond 
hope.  I  know  many  gentlemen  of  the 
press  who  entertain  similar  views  to  my 
own.  I  believe  that  the  time  is  not  far 
distant  v/bstv  the  Laboiur  party  will  be 
rich  enough  to  provide  those  men  with  an 
opportunity  to  write  according  to  their 
honest  convicticHis.  It  is  idle  to  deny 
that  they  have  not  now  to  write  to  siat 
their  employers.  If  Senator  Gray 
a  newspaper  proprietor  would  he  give  a 
Labour  journalist  liberty  to  write  for  his 
newspaper  according  to  Labour  ideals? 
The  idea  is  too  absurd.  If  a  Labour  daily 
newspaper  were  established  to-morrow  it 
would  certainly  instruct  its  employes  how 
they  should  write.  I  ask  Senator  St. 
Ledger  who,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  is  somewhat 
of  a  briefless  lawyer,  whether  he  has  ever 
declined  a  brief,  no  marter  from  what 
side  the  <^er  may  have  emanated? 

Senator  Tubley. — Has  he  not  iised  his 
pen  for  every  political  party  that  has  been 
in  existence,  and  has  he  not  been  paid 
for  it? 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— I  have  made  it 
abundantly  clear  that  I  have  no  grudge 
against  individual  members  of  the  press. 
I  hope  that  I  shall  socm  be  in  a  portion 
to  congratulate  many  of  them  upon  writ- 
ing their  convictions  from  the  Labour  ade 
of  political  questions.  We  intend  to  prevent 
this  Government  from  occupying  the  Minis- 
terial benches  one  day  longer  than  we  can 
pcKsibly  prevent  them.  Thev  have  gzggfiA 
Parliament  so  far  by  prevoiting  the  discus- 
sion of  the  very  business  that  we  were  called 
together  to  transact. 

Senator  McColl. — You  are  degrading 
Parliament  now.  oolp 

The  PRESIDENT.— Orderio^ 
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Senator  Findley. — Is  Senator  McCoil  in 
order  in  saying  that  Senator  de  Largie  is 
degrading  Parliament? 

The  PRESIDENT.— I  took  notice  of 
the  remark  before  Senatw  Findley  rose  to 
order. 

Senator  Findley. — Is  that  to  be  the  end 
of  it,  sir?  Is  Senator  McColl  simply  to  be 
called  to  order? 

The  PRESIDENT.— That  ends  the  mat- 
ter. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.  —  If  Senator 
McColl  had  been  in  the  chamber  during  the 
earlier  part  of  my  speech,  I  should  not  have 
minded  even  his  ill-mannered  remark,  but 

the  moment  he  came  in  and  took  his  seat  he 
hurled  across  the  floor  an  insulting  reference 
to  me. 

Senator  McColl. — I  was  here  as  Icmg  as 
I  could  stand  the  honorable  senator. 

The  PRESIDENT.— I  ask  Senator 
McColi  not  to  allude  further  to  the  sub- 
ject. I  have  already  pointed  out  to  him  that 
he  should  not  have  made  the  remark. 

Senator  Findley. — He  should  have  been 
made  to  withdraw  and  apologize. 

Senat(»r  DE  LARGIE.  —  I  for  a 
withdrawal  of  Senator  McCoIl's  remark 
conceminK  me. 

The  PRESIDENT.  —  I  ask  Senator 
McColl  to  withdraw  the  remark  to-which  at- 
tention is  called. 

Senator  Guthrie. — And  apologize. 

The  PRESIDENT.— Is  Senator  Guthrie 
going  to  take  charge  of  the  Senate,  or  am  I  ? 

Senator  McColl. — I  withdraw  what  I 
ha\-e  said. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— I  am  not  so 
thin  skinned  as  to  mind  an  interjectimi,  but, 
all  the  same,  I  think  that  there  should  be 
something  like  decency  in  debate,  and  that 
an  honorable  senator  should  not  make  such 
an  observation  the  mcanent  he  comes  into  the 
chamber.  I  only  hope  that  Senator  McColl 
will  talk  in  that  way  to  me  outside.  We 
have  all  been  very  much  disappointed  that 
the  Dreadnought  question  and  the  defence 
question  generally  have  not  received  that 
amount  of  attention  that  should  have  been 
devoted  to  then;.  It  is  evidently  a  very 
important  question,  and  it  should  have  been 
fully  dealt  with  apart  from  all  party  feel- 
ing. 

Senator  Millen. — The  hcmorable  sena- 
tor's colleagues  have  discussed  it  for  a 
week. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— I  think  not. 
While  we  may  have  discussed  the  Govern- 
ment policy  igeneraily,  the  Dreadnought 
oifer  has  not  received  suflScient  attenticm. 


Senator  Millen. — Why  did  not  the  hon- 
orable senator  discuss  it  when  he  had  a 
chance? 

Senator  DE  LARGIE. — So  many  sup- 
porters of  the  Government  have  spoken  in 
this  debate,  that,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  I  had 
no  chance.  There  have  been  eleven  Minis- 
terial speakers  against  eight  Opposition 
speakers. 

Senator  Millen. — The  honorable  senator . 
had  an  opportunity  if  he  had  been  in  bis 
place  and  doing  his  work  yesterday. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.  —  I  have  been 
here  every  day.  It  was  due  to  Senator  St. 
Ledger's  <»:ation  that  the  Senate  was 
<x>unted  out  yesterday.  Had  I  known  that 
there  was  a  danger  of  a  count-out,  I  should 
have  been  only  too  bapi^  to  keep  a  quorum 
for  him.  There  is  no  denying  the  fact, 
however,  that  we  have  ncrt  yet  had  an  c^- 
portunitv  of  expressing  the  opinitm  of  the 
Senate  on  the  whole  questicMi  of  defence. 
It  ought  not  to  be  a  party  question,  but  it 
has  been  made  a  party  question  by  the  pre- 
sent Government.  Thev  threw  the  late  Go- 
vernment out  on  their  defence  policy.  If, 
when  they  met  Parliament,  thev  had  intro- 
duced the  Dreadnought  question  straight 
away,  and  dealt  with  it  on  its  merits,  the 
business  of  the  country  would  have  pro- 
ceeded in  a  much  more  satisfactory  manner. 
We  are  now  in  a  state  of  confusion — not 
fusion — because  that  course  was  not  taken. 

SenatOT  Millen. — Obviously  the  honor- 
aUe  senator  is. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.  —  I  hold  that 
SenatOT  Millen,  more  than  any  other  honor- 
able senatcM",  is  responsible  for  the  position, 
because  it  was  his  duty  as  Leader  of  the 
Senate,  to  introduce  the  question.  The  late 
Government  laid  their  elaborate  defence 
proposals  before  the  countr>-,  and  I  believe 
that  the  country  will  indorse  their  policy. 
Indeed,  some  honorable  senators  on  the  Go- 
vernment side  indorse  it.  Whv,  then,  was 
the  late  Government  dispossessed  ?  The 
country  will  not  lose  sight  of  the  circum- 
stances when  it  is  afTcM'ded  an  opportunity 
of  expressing  its  opinion.  I  shall  not  pro- 
long my  remarks,  because  bv  doing  so  I 
should  simply  play  into  the  hands  of  the 
Government.  I  desire  that  other  sena- 
tors should  have  an  opportunity  to 
speak  to-day,  and  shall  content  my- 
self at  this  stage  with  observing  that  the 
Government,  instead  of  opposing  a  short 
adjournment,  should  have  consulted  the  in- 
terests of  the  country  by  soliciting  a  full 
discussion  of  the  defence  problem. 

Senator  MACFARLANE  (Tasmania) 
[12.9]. — I   cannot   help  coming  to  the 
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concluMon,  after  the  speech  which  we 
have  just  heard,  that  the  Opposition, 
h\  this  time,  regret  very  much  the 
airtioii  which  they  took  yesterday.  It  is 
now  evident  that  they  really  wanted 
to  discuss,  matters  ad  nauseam.  As  I 
have  just  returned  from  the  Old  Country, 
I  take  this  opportunity  of  saying  a  few 
words  on  the  situation,  with  the  object  of 
explaining  the  position  in  which  I  find  my- 
self. For  manv  years  I  have  been  an  active 
opponent  of  the  present  Prime  Minister.  I 
now  sit  as  a  supporter  of  the  Government  of 
which  he  is  the  head,  because  I  feel  that 
it  is  necessary  to  hare  proper  responsible 
government  in  Australia,  and  to  have  m 
office  a  Ministry  supported  by  one  party. 
There  should  be  onlv  two  parties  in  this 
Parliament.  The  time  has  come  when  the 
Labour  party  should  go  to  the  country 
distinct  from'  all  other  parties.  I  quite  re- 
cognise that. 

Senator  Turlev.— That  is  what  we  have 

alwavs  d<H)e.  , « 

Senator  MACFARLANE.— They  ought 
not  to  complain  if  they  now  have  the  op- 
portunity of  going  to  the  country  on  their 
own  basis,  and  without  support  from  other 
quarters,  I  cannot,  however,  ignore  the 
history  of  the  Prime  Minister,  and  can 
onlv  say  that  his  past  justifies  me  in  watch- 
ing his  future  very  closely.  I  shall  sit  on 
this  side  as  a  supporter  of  the  Ministry  as 
far  as  mv  late  leader,  Mr.  Joseph  Cook, 
and  others  associated  with  him  are  prepared 
to  follow  out  its  policy.  I  shall  occupy 
an  independent  position  on  many  questions, 
and  espedallv  if  the  <^nions  and  the 
policy  of  the  old  Deakixi  Government 
should  be  emphatically  forced  on  the 
countr>'. 

Senator  Findley. — Then  there  is  no  Iwpe 
for  Liberalism  on  that  side. 

Senator  MACFARLANE.— I  shall  not 
do  anvthing  to  assist  the  Opposition  party 
into  oiffice,  at  present,  at  all  events.  As  I 
am  now  endeavouring  to  explain  clearly 
what  I  am  going  to  do,  I  should  like  to 
ask  the  Government  the  meaning  of  the 
vague  circular  or  manifesto  which  has  been 
placed  in  my  hands.  It  is  not  signed.  I 
should  like  to  know  what  it  really  means. 
It  seems  to  me  to  be  very  yague^  It  con- 
tains one  or  two  statements  in  which  I  can- 
not acquiesce.  It  s-iys,  for  instance,  after 
alluding  to  a  series  of  complex  measures, 
that— 

Tlie  pivot  of  several  of  these  will  be  found 
in  a  Bill  for  the  establishment  of  an  Inter- 
state CotnmUsion,  wbidi,  io  addition  to  exer- 


ciiing  the  powers  oonfeiied  upon  it  by  the  Con- 
stitution, will  also  be  authorized  to  underukc 
many  of  the  valuable  functions  discharged  m 
the  United  Kingdom  by  the  Board  of  Tnde. 
Are  we,  then,  to  have  the  country  asked  to 
alter  the  Constitution  in  order  that  the 
Commonwealth  may  assume  functions  in 
addition  to  those  which  an  Inter-Stale 
Commission  is  empowered  to  discharge 
under  the  Constitution  as  it  stands?  Tbat 
is  the  natural  corollary  of  the  statemen 
which  I  have  quoted.  It  seems  that  Ac 
Government  desire  to  ask  the  States  to  gjK 
them  certain  powers  to  do  things  whidi  at 
present  the  Canmonwealth  has  no  po«r 
to  do.  That  is  a  positicm  whidi  I  do  not 
feel  called  upon  to  support. 

Senator  de  Largie. — I  do  not  think  thai 
the  honorable  senatcw  will  be  called  upoo 
to  support  it.    It  is  mere  kite  flying. 

Senator  MACFARLANE.— There  is  i 
great  deal  in  this  memorandum  Tbk)) 
seems  to  me  to  be  mere  padding.  I  do  doi 
think  that  it  can  be  given  effect  ta 

Senator  Vardon.— It  does  not  differ  la 
that  respect  from  a  Govemor-Gowai's 
speech. 

Senator  MACFARLANE.— But  this  a 
sfflnething  more  than  a  Govemor-Geowal  * 
speech.  However,  I  rose  simply  to  a- 
plain,  for  the  information  of  my  constitu- 
ents and  the  country,  that,  while  I  support 
the  Govwnmoit  as  a  matter  of  fusioo,  a« 
in  order  to  get  the  two  party  s>-stem  ir 
force  in  this  country,  I  shall  rtill  ewose 
an  indeiiendent  judgment  in  r^fard  to 
posals  that  may  be  introduced. 

Senator    St,    LEDGER  (Queeoslan^ 
[12.14].— Whatever  doubts  I  may  barehw 
during  the  course  of  my  speech  yesterda* 
afternoon  as  to  the  tactical  manoeuvre  M 
was  being  carried  out,  I  have  no  doubt  i»* 
that  I  did  mv  duty  both  to  myself  and  » 
the  Senate  in  enabling  another  mancem-reto 
be   perfectly   accomplished.    Senator  de 
Largie  has  expressed  his  sympadiy  for  a*- 
I  view  his  sympathy  in  the  proper  hgbi. 
He  expressed  some  amoimt  of  curk»ty  » 
to  how  the  people  of  Queensland 
view  what  occurred.      I  beliew 
people  of  Queensland  know  me-  very  wdi- 
Thev  will  be  able  to  draw  their  own  con- 
clusions as  to  what  T  did,  and  as  to  thj 
objects  of  honorable  senators  oppcnfe  1 
have  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  I  »«| 
be  able  to  meet  my  electors  and  make 
clearlv  understand  the  position. 

Senator  Findley.— I  think  we  migM  « 
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Senator  ST.  LEDGER.— I  wish  only  to 
say,  in  answer  to  the  suggestion  made  bv 
Senator  de  Laxgie,  that  the  people  of 
Queensland  will.  I  think,  regret  that  I 
could  not  extend  the  sphere  of  the  opera- 
tion to  which  he  referred. 

Senator  WALKER  (New  South  Wales) 
[12.16].— I  think  that  our  friends  in  Op- 
position "  fell  into  the  soup  "  yesterday.  A 
quorum  was  called  for  no  less  than  eight 
times  and  was  forthcoming,  but  the  ninUi 
time  it  was  called  for  the  Government 
were  given  an  excellent  of^iortanity  

Senator  Millcn. — To  meet  the  wishes 
of  honorable  senators  opposite. 

Senator  WALKER. — ^Yes;  to  meet  their 
wishes.  After  the.  great  delay  which  has 
taken  place  in  proceeding  with  business,  I 
hope  that  when  we  meet  again,  I  presume 
on  Wednesday  next,  the  moticm  of  want  of 
confidence  will  have  been  disposed  of  in 
another  place.  It  will  be  a  great  pity  if, 
after  coming  htmdreds  of  miles  to  do  the 
business  of  the  country,  and  after  every- 
thing has  been  said  that  can  possibly  be 
said  against  poor  Mj.  Deakin,  we  should 
still  have  to  listen  to  a  repetition  of  the 
same  old  story.  I  credit  honorable  sena- 
tors opposite  with  a  desire,  according  to 
their  own  ^iews,  to  do  the  business  of  the 
country  :  but  I  hope  they  will  change  their 
tactics.  They  appear  at  present  to  regard 
it  .Ts  tliei-  duty  to  prevent  business  being 
done.  I  hope  that  if  this  kind  of  thing 
is  much  longer  continued,  the  Government 
will  avail  themselves  of  the  powers  they 
have,  and  will  enforce  what,  by  some  per- 
sons, is  called  "the  gag."  The  country 
expects  us  to  do  our  duty,  and  it  is  felt 
that  we  are  at  present  wasting  time,  and 
time  is  something  which  cannot  be  recalled. 

Senator  Pearce. — Then  the  honorable 
senator  should  sit  down. 

Senator  WALKER.— I  hope  that  we 
shall  rise  to  the  occasion.  The  Senate 
should  he  a  dignified  Chamber,  and  our 
conduct  recently  has  scarcely  been  what 
many  people  outside  believe  they  hare  a 
right  to  expect. 

Senator  TURLEY  fQneensland)  [12.19!. 
— I  do  not  understand  this  kind  of  talk 
from  honorable  senators  opposite. 

Senator  Pulsford. — This  is  the  gentle- 
man who  held  the  fort. 

Senator  TURLEY. — T  was  present  all 
the  time  yesterdav  :  but  I  believe  the  hon- 
ornlile  senator  was  cheerfully  spending  seme 
of  his  time  else\vhere. 

Senator  Pulsfobd. — I  left  the  chamber 
delilierately  the  last  time  a  quorum  was 


called  for,  to  assist  the  hcmorable  senatcv 
in  the  achievement  of  his  purpose. 

Senator  TURLEY.— 1  suppose  that 
when  the  honorable  senator  went  oirt,  he 
did  so  because  he  did  not  feel  inclined  to 
allow  the  business  of  the  country  to  go  on  ? 

Senator  Pin.spoRD. — No  business  was 
being  done. 

Senator  TURLEY,— It  is  peculiar  that 
we  should  be  threatened  by  S«iator 
Walker,  that  the  Government  will  not  per- 
mit decent  discussion  of  public  business. 
That  is  the  most  eirtrawdinary  position  for 
any  one  to  take  up,  and  especially  such 
a  mild-maimered  man  as  Senator  Walker. 
The  honotable  senator  is  a  Christian  So- 
cialist who  symjwthizes  with  the  members 
of  the  Labour  party,  believing  that  they 
are  animated  by  the  best  intentions,  and 
desire  to  improve  the  position  of  those  who 
have  to  do  the  hard  work  of  the  world. 
The  honorable  senator  now  advises  the  Go- 
venunenl  not  to  give  such  fellows  an  op- 
portunity to  discuss  pnblic  business. 

Senator  Gray. — Senator  Walker  did  not 
say  anvthing  of  the  kind. 

Senator  TURLEY.— That  was  the 
threat  uttered  by  Senator  Walker?  The 
honorable  senator  said  that  if  this  sort  of 
thing  was  to  be  allowed  to  go  on,  he 
sincerely  hoped  tiie  Government  would 
exercise  the  power  which  they  have,  and 
which  is  generally  called  "the  gag." 

Senator  Mi llen.— There  will  be  no  need 
to  do  that,  if  honorable  members  t^posite 
remain  out  of  the  chamber. 

Senator  TURLEY.— And  especially  if 
the  Government  cannot  drag  in  a  sufficient 
number  of  their  own  supporters  to  form  a 
quorum.  What  would  happen  then,  would 
merely  be  that  honorable  senators  opposite 
would  be  gagged,  as  well  as  honorable 
senators  on  this  rfde.  I  have  had  some  ex- 
perience of  "the  gag,"  and  I  have  never 
regretted  it.  In  nearly  everv  Parliament 
in  which  it  has  been  applied,'  it  has  been 
proved  that  its  application  has  worked  in 
the  interests  of  the  minority.  We  are  in 
the  minority  now,  and  we  shall  not  be  in 
timidated,  even  by  Senator  Walker,  or  if 
the  Government  take  the  honorable  sena- 
tor's advice,  and  apply  "the  gag,"  to  m 
on  every  possible  occasion. 

Senator  Walker.— I  did  not  sav  that  it 
should  be  applied  on  every  possible  occa- 
sion. I  suppose  it  is  intended  to  be 
used. 

Senator  TURLEY.-^I  hav*  not  the 
sirghtest  idea  whetherU»6rJi^J^  senators 
opposite  intend  to  use  it  or  &    That  is 
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5(»nething  which  they  must  decide  for  them- 
selves. 1  was  very  glad  to  listen  to  Sena- 
tor Macfarlanc's  brief,  straightforward, 
and  honest,  [minouncement.  The  honor- 
able senator  said  that  the  Prime  Minister 
has  behind  him  a  past  which  does  not  ccnn- 
mencl  him  in  respect  to  the  future.  I 
do  not  propose  to  say  anything  about  the 
Prime  Minister.  All  that  needs  to  be 
said  has  been  said  in  this  chamber  more 
ably  than  I  should  ever  be  able  to  say  it. 
When  a  piae  of  work  is  well  done,  it  is  of 
no  use  for  an  amateur  to  ccxne  along  and 
dab  a  piece  on  here  and  a  piece  oa  there. 
Senator  Symon  has,  for  the  edification  of 
the  pe(^le  of  the  Commonwealth,  con- 
structed a  beautiful  mosaic  of  the  brilliant 
record  of  the  Prime  Minister,  which,  I 
think,  it  would  be  just  as  well  to  leave  as 
it  is.  I  was  glad  to  hear  Senator  Mac- 
farlane  say  that  he  regarded  most  of  the 
nebulous  statement  put  before  the  Senate 
by  the  Government  as  padding.  The  hon- 
orable senator  mentioned  a  portiwi  of  it 
of  which  he  does  not  approve.  Senator 
Macfarlane  has  always  been  opposed  to 
Labour ;  but  we  have  no  quarrel  with  him, 
or  with  any  man  who  has  been  consist&tly 
and  h(Hiestly  opposed  to  the  policy  we  ad- 
vocate. Our  trouble  has  been,  not  with 
such  men,  but  with  men  who  have  en- 
deavoured to  use  the  Labour  party  for  thw 
own  ends.  Sc»ne  men  have  succeeded  in 
doing  so.  Many  have  attained  positions 
whidi,  but  for  the  assistance  of  the  Labour 
party,  they  never  would  have  attained,  be- 
cause they  were  despised  and  distrusted  by 
the  party  with  whom  they  associated  them- 
selves after  they  had  got  into  Parliament 
on  the  shoulders  of  Labour.  These  are 
the  men  to  whom  the  Labour  party  are 
opposed,  because  they  believe  that  such 
men  are  not  politically  honest;  that  many 
of  them  have  attained  their  positions  by 
false  pretences,  misrepresentation,  and,  in 
many  cases,  by  something  worse.  They 
decline  to  Imve  anything  to  do  with  people 
of  that  character.  We  have  heard  of  the 
failure  of  the  Government  yesterday  to 
keep  a  quorum. 

Senator  Gray. — Is  the  honorable  senator 
in  earnest? 

Senator  TURLEY. — I  occasionally  men- 
tioned to  the  President  the  fact  

Senator  Millen. — That  the  honorable 
senator's  colleagues  were  absent. 

Senator  TURLEY.— They  may  have 
been  engaged  upon  public  business  else- 
where. When  Senator  St.  Ledger  gris  up 
to  speak,  honorable  senators  know  very 


well  that,  in  all  probability,  they  are  in  for 
four  OT  five  hours'  talk,  and  if  there  is  any 
public  business  which  tbey  wish  to  discuss, 
they  usually  take  advantage  of  sudk  an 
opportimity  to  discuss  it  outside.  I  remem- 
ber that,  on  many  occasions,  h<xiorable  sen- 
ators opposite,  when  in  Opposition,  wished 
to  have  their  little  caucus  meetings  outside 
the  chamber,  and  Labour  members  of  the 
Senate  used  to  keep  a  quorum.  It  was 
probable  that  honorable  senators  on  this 
side  yesterday  desired  to  do  the  same  thing, 
but  I  preferred  to  maJce  a  martyr  of  my- 
self for  what  1  considered  a  public  duty. 

Senator  Pulsford. — ^The  honorable  sen- 
ate's colleagues  were  scathed  about  the 
lollies;  they  were  not  holding  any  meet- 
ing. 

Senator  TURLEY.— I  do  not  know,  as 

I  remained  here.  Senator  Pulsford  would 
not  be  able  to  chasten  others  in  this  wav  if 
he  had  not  been  dodging  about  the  lobbies 
himself.  Honorable  senators  on  the  other 
side  had  occupied  most  of  the  time  in  the 
debate,  and  honorable  senators  on  this  side 
might  very  well  have  been  allowed  to  hold 
a  little  meeting  on  public  business.  By 
calling  the  attention  of  the  Preudent  to  the 
fact  that  there  was  not  a  quwum  present, 
I  did  what  I  could  to  secure  an  audience 
for  the  honorable  senate  who  was  address- 
ing the  Smate.  Neither  the  Preddent  rax 
1  could  have  been  expected  to  do  any  more. 
We  have  no  right  to  wander  through  the 
lobbies,  catch  hold  of  hcaiorable  senators, 
and  bring  them  in  here,  if  they  do  not  de- 
sire to  come.  Evidently  a  number  of  Min- 
isterial supporters  did  not  think  it 
worth  their  while  to  pay  any  at- 
tention to  the  speech  which  Senator 
St.  Ledger  was  trying  to  deliver. 
I  do  not  think  that  the  reascm  has  yet  been 
given  why  the  Government  did  not  think 
it  worth  while  to  maintain  a  quOTum  for 
hcxiorable  senates  on  their  own  side.  I 
believe  that  the  real  reason  appeared  in  last 
evening's  Herald.  It  said  that  Senator 
Best  had  decided  to  reply  to  the  speech 
delivered  bv  Senator  Symon,  but  that  the 
Prime  Minister  had  instructed  him  not  to 
do  so.  That,  to  my  mind,  is  why  Senator 
St.  Ledger  was  made  the  scapeg^t  of  his 
own  party  last  night. 

Senator  St.  Ledger. — Not  a  scapegoat. 
The  honorable  senator  did  not  see  the  game. 

Senator  TURLEY.— Honorable  senators 
on  the  other  side  knew  perfectly  well  that 
that  instruction  had  been  issued. 

Senate  Givens.— He^vj^f^ffaf^^^jough, 
anyhow.  n,^,,..:,^ 
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Sraator  PuLSFORD.  —  Senator  Turley 
cannot  help  laughing  at  his  own  remarks. 

Senator  TURLEY.— I  was  laughing,  not 
at  anything  I  had  said,  but  at  an  interjec- 
tion made  by  Senator  Givens;  and  if  he 
and  I  can  induce  the  hwiorable  senator  to 
laugh,  we  shall  have  OHiferred  a  public  and 
private  benefit. 

Senator  Pulsford. — The  honorable  sena- 
tor certainly  succeeded  on  this  occasicm. 

Senator  TURLEY.— There  had  been 
statements  made  here  regarding  the  policy 
of  the  Government  by  an  honorable  senator 
who,  without  exception,  is  the  most  com- 
petent member  of  this  Chamber  at  the 
present  time  to  deliver  an  address  of  that 
d^cription.  I  thir^  that  may  be  said 
without  derogating  from  the  abilities  of 
other  honorable  senators.  Those  state- 
ments had  reference  to  the  reasros  and 
methods  adopted,  and  the  manner  of 
bringing  about  the  fusion  of  parties.  S<mie 
of  them  hit  very  hard  quite  a  number  of 
the  present  Minist^^. 

Senator  W.  Russell. — They  hit  even 
Senator  Walker. 

Senator  TURLEY.— I  do  not  know  that 
they  hit  Senator  Walker  very  hard,  except 
when  he  was  told  that  he  was  prepared  to 
defend  his  own  country  at  per  cent. 
That,  I  think,  was  the  hardest  thing  said 
of  him.  It  seemed  to  me  that  anv  well- 
constituted  Government  would  have  replied 
to  an  indictment  of  that  kind,  espedally 
when  it  came  from  their  own  side  of  the 
Chamber.  One  could  easilv  have  under- 
stood that  any  Government  who  had  a 
shred  of  respect  for  themselves,  for  those 
who  were  supporting  them,  and  for  the 
alleged  policy  they  had  submitted,  would 
have  seen  that  some  Minister  did  reply  to 
the  indictment,  both  in  their  own  interest 
and  in  the  interest  of  their  supporters. 

Senator  de  Largie. — ^They  are  not  per- 
mitted. 

Senator  TURLEY.— No.  I  was  saying 
that  any  Government  who  had  a  shred  of 
respect  for  themselves,  or  their  followers, 
would  have  seen  that  Senator  Symon's  in- 
dictment was  replied  to. 

Senator  Eraser. — It  can  easily  be  re- 
plied to. 

Senator  Findlev. — No. 

Senator  TURLEY.— I  could  easily  un- 
derstand the  anxiety  of  Soiator  Best  to 
reply  to  Senator  Symon's  statements,  but 
I  think  the  task  was  altogether  beyond  his 
capacity.  No  discredit  is  due  to  any  man 
who  makes  the  best  of  a  bad  job.   We  can- 


not all  speak  like  Senator  Symon  did. 
But  if  any  honorable  senators  had  risen 
to  refute  the  charges  he  had  made,  whatever 
ability  they  displayed,  they' fliould  have  got 
credit  for  at  least  trying  to  defend  their 
own  honour  and  character.  We  had  a 
right  to  expect  an  answer  from  a  Minister. 
But  what  do  we  find?  While  they  have  a 
champion  who  says,  "  Yes,  I  am 
prepared  to  get  up  and  meet  the  man 
who  has  traduced  our  public  characters, 
who  described  us  as  hollow  hypocrites  and 
public  frauds,"  a  note  comes  along  from 
the  Prime  Minister  to  this  effect,  "  Kindly 
take  no  notice  of  it.  It  is  a  thing  which 
does  not  matter  in  public  life." 

Senator  Eraser. — There  is  plenty  of 
time  to  answer  the  speech. 

Senator  TURLEY.— Have  we  come  to 
this  stage  in  the  public  life  of  Australia 
that  the  characters  of  public  men  when  tra- 
duced are  not  worth  being  defended?  Is 
that  a  position  which  has  ever  been  taken 
up  in  a  State  Parliament  ?  No  speech  of 
such  importance  as  the  one  delivered  here 
by  Senator  Symon  the  other  night  has  ever 
been  made  in  a  State  Parliament  without 
having  been  replied  to  in  nearly  every  case 
by  the  most  pr(Hninent  Minister  present. 
That  is  the  course  which  naturally  people 
expect  to  be  taken,  because  in  their  opinim 
the  Parliament  and  the  Government  owe  a 
duty  to  the  country.  I  believe  that  the 
public  will  say  that  some  effort  should  have 
been  made  by  the  Government  to  refute  the 
charges  made  against  them.  Yet  we  had 
the  spectacle  of  a  Minister  who  was  anxious 
to  take  on  the  job  being  set  down  by  his 
chief,  who  did  not  reckon  it  worth  wMIe 
that  his  own  character  or  the  character  of 
his  Government,  or  the  character  of  his  sup- 
porters, should  be  defended.  Perhaps  be 
did  not  think  that  there  was  any  one  capable 
of  effectively  defending  the  Government. 
He  may  have  thought  that  they  were  so 
bad  that  it  was  an  impossible  task  to  un- 
dertake. Whether  that  was  so  or  not  I 
do  not  know ;  but  the  action  of  the  Prime 
Minister  speaks  for  itself.  I  believe  that  the 
Government  were  anxious  to  obtain  a  count- 
out  last  night  because  they  did  not  wish  to 
reply  to  statements  made  here  by  an  honor- 
able senator  wi'th  whom  many  of  them  were 
assKiated  for  a  long  time,  whose  marked 
ability  is  recognised  throughout  the  Com- 
monwealth, and  who,  at  any  rate,  carried 
the  respect  of  members  of  the  Labour  party 
when  he  led  the  Reid-McLean  Government 
here  by  reason  of  the  ability  he  displayef^ 
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tlK  courtesy  he  showed,  and  the  considera- 
tion he  evinced  for  all  members  of  the 
Senate.  That  was  the  principal  zeaaoD  why, 
in  mv  opinicyi,'  the  d^te  was  allowed  to 
fall  through.  If  the  speech  of  Senator 
Symon  had  not  been  delivered  I  fed  quite 
satisfied  that  the  Government  would  have 
kept  a  quorum  last  night,  to  any  hour,  so 
that  we  could  listen  to  the  splendid  material 
which  had  been  collected  from  all  quarters 
of  the  globe,  and  was  being  poured  out 
here  ior  the  edification  of  honorable  sena- 
tors. What  the  public  should  know  is  that 
the  count-out  was  due,  not  to  hmorable 
senators  holding  meetings  or  to  anything  of 
that  description,  but  to  the  fact  that  there 
viai  no  possible  defoice  to  be  offered  to 
the  statements,  the  charges,  and  the  allega- 
ti<His  made  by  S^ator  Symon,  that  the 
Government  wanted  to  get  a  count-out  and 
succeeded  in  their  desire. 

Senator  MILLEN  (New  South  Wales- 
Vice-President  of  the  Executive  Council) 
[12.40]. — Before  the  motion  is  put  I  de- 
sire to  sav  a  few  words  with  regard  to  yes- 
terday's incident.  I  wish  to  speak  with 
absolute  frankness  to  the  memb»s  of  the 
Senate  and  to  those  beyond  its  walls.  There . 
need  be  no  misunderstanding  as  to  <  what 
took  place  here  yesterday,  or  as  to  the  rea- 
son which  induced  the  action  taken  by 
honorable  senators,  both  on  the  other  side 
and  on  this  side.  When  we  saw  the  spec- 
tacle of  one  member  of  the  Opposition, 
Senator  Turle>-,  manfully  holding  the  fort, 
occasionally  receiving  the  light  horseman 
who  came  in  frran  the  outskirts  of  the  cam- 
paign like  a  telegraph  messenger,  with 
reports  as  to  how  to  deport  himself  and 
what  to  do  while  a  council  of  war  was 
being  held  immediately  beyond  the  doors 
of  the  chamber ;  and  when  we  found  that 
another  member  of  the  Opposition,  who 
had  not  been  made  acquainted  with  the 
scheme  of  operations,  was  hysterically 
warned  to  leave  when  he  ventured  inno- 
cently to  stray  into  the  chamber,  it  was 
obvious  to  any  one  what  tactics  were  being 
adopted. 

Senator  de  Lasgie. — The  honorable 
senator  can  draw  upon  his  imagination. 

Senator  MILLEN. — I  have  no  need  tn 
do  that.  T  can  draw  upon  the  fncts  which 
were  manifested  here  y^terday.  No  cmecan 
deny  this,  and  no  one  does  deny  it,  that 
the 'only  member  of  the  Opposition  who  re- 
mained, or  was  allowed  to  remain  for  any 
length  of  time,  was  Senator  Turley. 

Senator  McGsEGcnt.  —  Was  he  not 
enough  ? 


Senator  MILLEN.— Unfortunately,  he 
was  too  mudi;  he  did  his  work  too  well. 
We  have  to  ccmsider  what  was  the  matter 
before  the  Senate.  Had  it  been  Govem- 
ment  business  which  called  fm  considera- 
tion in  Go\'emment  time,  I  venture  to  say 
that  those  who  hcHiour  us  with  their  con- 
fidence would  have  seen  that  a  quorum  was 
maintained  to  attend  to  that  business.  Mv 
honorable  friends  on  the  other  side  will, 
I  believe,  find  that  whenever  any  Govern- 
ment business  is  sought  to  be  carried  on, 
there  are  enough  honorable  senators  on  this 
side  who  will  conceive  it  to  be  their  duty  to 
maintain  a  quorum. 

Senator  GtrriiBiE. — ^They  did  not  yet- 
ttfday. 

Senator  MILLEN.— No;  for  this 
simple  reason :  that  so  far  as  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  country  were  ctxicerned,  suf- 
ficient time  had  alreadv  been  occupied  with 
the  consideration  of  the  motion.  The  real 
trouble  with  my  honorable  friends  opposite 
is  that,  although,  as  Senator  de  Largie 
stated,  some  six  of  them  had  spoken,  eight 
more  were  waiting  with  speedies  bulging 
out  of  their  pockets,  and  ready  to  be  de- 
livered next  week. 

Senat(»-  Guthrie. — Waiting  for  the 
Minister  to  make  some  reply. 

Senator  MILLEN. — We  recognised  that 
unless  a  termination  was  put  to  the  debate 
yesterday,  the  whole  of  next  week  would 
be  ctHisumed  by  the  delivery  of  speeches  such 
as  those  which  have  called  the  midnight 
oil  bill  of  this  city  to  go  up  to  enormous 
figures.  *  We  knew  that  there  was  not  one 
page  of  a  volume  of  Hmtsard  in  the  Par- 
liamentary Library  which  had  not  been 
turned  down  and  dog-eared — the  result  of 
the  investigations  which  have  been  going  on 
for  the  last  week  or  two ;  and  that  the  de- 
livery of  all  this  collected  matt«-  was  to  be 
spread  over  the  whole  of  next  week. 
As  it  appeared  yesterday  that  the 
Labour  party  were  inclined  to  go  on 
strike ;  that,  although  it  was  their 
duty  to  be  here,  only  one  out  of  four- 
teen could  venture  to  be  present  for  an\- 
length  of  time,  I  wish  that  fact  to  go  fortt 
One  of  our  Standing  Orders  requires  iJhat 
when  a  count-out  takes  place  the  names  of 
hcmorable  senators  who  are  present  must 
be  recorded.  Now,  in  the  official  record 
of  those  present  whoi  the  count-out  oc- 
curred last  night,  the  only  meniber  of  die 
Opposition  whose  name  ai^ars  is  that  of 
Senator  Turley.  But  there  were  ten 
Ministerialists  in  attendance.  I  purposdy 
abstained  from  being  ptesent,  because  if 
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political  warfare  in  this  Chamber  is  to 
resolve  itself  into  manoeuvring  tactics,  the 
Government  are  not  going  to  be  left  be- 
hind. There  was  no  reason  why  the  de- 
bate upon  the  Ministerial  statement  of 
policy  should  have  been  continued  for  a 
ungle  moment  looger  than  it  was. 

Senator  Gxtens. — ^Then  vhy  complain? 

Senator  MILLEN. — I  am  not  com- 
plaining. Having  fallen  into  the  pit 
which  they  themselves  digged,  the  Labour 
Opposition  wished  to  show  that  there  was 
an  cAfligation  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  keep  that  debate  going.  They 
will  have  s<xne  difficulty,  I  fear,  in  es- 
tablishing their  claim.  I  wish  now  to 
deal  with  a  statement  which  has  been 
made  by  Senattu:  de  Largie,  and  which 
fairly  illustrates  the  franlmess  that  char- 
acterizes honorable  senators  opposite.  He 
declared  that  eleven  supporters  of  the  Go- 
vernment had  spoken  upon  the  Ministerial 
.statement  of  policy  as  against  eight  mem- 
bers of  the  Opposition.  I  say  at  once  that 
in  his  calculation  he  has  included  SenatOT 
Symon  ias  a  Ministerial  supporter,  and 
there  is  not  one  single  word  in  that  honor- 
able senatw's  speech  which  justifies  his 
inclusion  in  any  party.  The  Government 
would  be  undoubtedly  glad  of  Senator 
SymcMi's  support.  I  wi^  again  to  draw 
attention  to  the  deliberate  attempt  whidi 
Is  being  made  the  0[^;)outi(»i  to  count 
out  the' Senate  and  to  throw  the  onus  on 
the  Government.  If  they  wish  to  intimate 
to  the  constituencies  that  whilst  they  are 
prepared  to  sit  here  

Senator  STEWART.— I  beg  to  call 
attention  to  the  state  of  the  Senate. 

The  PRESIDENT.— There  is  a  quomm 
present.  Befcve  an  honorable  senator  calls 
allention  to  the  state  of  the  Senate  he  should 
satisfv  himself  that  there  is  not  a  quorum 
present. 

Senator  MILLEN. — -No  doubt,  as  Sena- 
tor de  Largie  has  since  quitted  the  Cham- 
ber, Senator  Stewart  will  now  repeat  his 
tactics. 

SenatOT  Stewart. — I  call  attention  to 
the  state  of  the  Senate.    [Quorum  formed.'^ 

Senator  MILLEN. — This  violent  party 
in  Opposition  can  launch  charges  d^inst 
individuals,  but  it  is  not  game  to  stand  up 
when  there  is  a  prospect  of  replying  to 
those  charges.  It  will  make  villainous  at- 
tacks upon  its  opponents,  but  it  will  after- 
wards slink  away  like  a  whipped  hound. 
If  I  were  not  in  this  Chamt^r  I  should 
be  tempted  to  describe  the  statement  made 


by  Senator  de  Largie>  the  use  of  lan- 
guage which  you,  sir,  would  deem  to  be 
unparliamentary.  The  honoraUe  senate 
affirmed  that  eleven  Government  supporters 
had  addressed  themselves  to  the  ^linisterial 
statement,  as  against  only  eight~members  of 
the  Labour  party.  He  forgot  to  point  out 
that  in  his  calculaticn  he  had  included  as 
Ministerialists,  Senator  Symon  and  Soiator 
Clemons.  He  also  omitted  to  moition 
that  the  time  occupied  by  the  members  of 
the  Labour  party  who  spoke  upon  that 
question  was  as  two  hours  to  one  com- 
pared with  that  occupied  by  Ministerialists. 
And  surely  in  this  instance  time  is  the  very 
essence  of  the  comparison.  Honorable 
senators  opposite  must  be  judged  by  their 
transparently  laboured  efforts  to  consimie 
time.  When  Senator  Turley  spoke  this 
morning  he  occupied  more  than  three 
OS  four  times  the  time  that  was 
taken  up  by  Senators  Wal-ker  and 
Macfarlane.  I  wish  the  country-  clearly 
to  understand  the  tactics  which  are 
being  resorted  to  by  the  Opposition,  and 
to  intimate  that  if  such  tactics  are  con- 
tinued it  may  be  necessary  for  the  Govern- 
irent  to  adequately  meet  and  defeat  them. 
Althoi^h,  befwe  this  Parliament  metj 
there  were  thunderings  and  threats  that 
Governmait  business  would  be  stopped — 
threats  which  have  been  repeated,  hrae — ^the 
official  head  of  that  party  has  since  ex- 
pressed a  desire  to  pnxsed  with  Intsiness. 
I  ask  the  country  to  contrast  that  expr«aed 
desire  with  the  tactics  of  the  Opposition, 
whi^  is  not  present  on  this  occasion. 

Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Senate  adjourned  at  12.52  p.m. 


%ou8c  of  JArprcsrntatibrs. 

Friday,  g  July,  1909. 


Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  10.30 

a.m.,  and  read  prayers. 

RESCUE  OF  CASTAWAYS. 

Mr.  jrOHNSON.  —  Although  I  know 
that  it  is  rx>t  customary  for  Ministers  to 
answer  questions  when  a  motion  of  want  of 
confidence  is  before  the  House,  there  is  a 
matter  of  ccmsiderable  urgency  in  regard  to 
which  I  should  like  to  have  information 
from  the  Prime  Minister^  It  is  stated  in 
this  morning 'so  igiile^t^vllQO^  I  Qnessage, 
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enclosed  in  a  bottle,  has  been  picked  up.  In 
it  two  men  request  immediate  help>  as  they 
are  stranded  cm  one  of  the  islands  of  New 
Guinea.  Has  the  matter  come  under  the 
notice  of  the  Prime  Minister,  and,  if  so, 
what  is  proposed  to  be  done?  Will  it  be 
possible  to  communicate  with  the  captain  of 
the  Merrie  England,  with  a  view  to  sending 
that  vessel  to  search  for  the  men? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.  —  I  recognise  that  the 
question  is  quite  outside  the  ordinary 
category  of  political  inquiries  which  it  is 
not  customary  to  answer  while  a  motion  of 
want  of  confidence  is  before  Parliament. 
The  honorable  member  desires  information 
as  to  what  it  is  proposed  to  do  to  relieve 
the  possible  distress  of  castaways  on  some 
island  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Papua. 
When,  last  night,  the  telegram  referred  to 
arrived,  I  put  myself  into  ccmununication 
with  the  Department  of  External  Affairs, 
and  this  morning  discussed  the  matter  with 
its  Minister.  We  have  communicated 
with  the  Adnciralty,  in  case  there  may  be  a 
\-esseI  of  war  in  the  vicinity  of  Papua 
whose  services  could  be  made  available  for 
the  search,  with  the  Government  of  Papua, 
so  that  its  steamers  may  be  used,  and  with 
private  cwnpanies,  to  secure  their  co-opera- 
tion. It  is  unlikely  that  the  Merrie  Eng- 
land is  within  reach  of  telegrai^ic  com- 
munication. As  honorable  members  are 
aware.  Papua  can  be  communicated  with 
only  by  post,  and  the  probability  is  that 
the  Merrie  England  is  on  SOTie  part  of  its 
coast  remote  from,  and  less  accessible  from 
Australia,  than  Port  Moresby.  We  have 
endeaTOured  to  put  ourselves  in  touch  with 
every  means  of  ccHnmunication,  so  that  the 
nearest  vessel  to  the  island  <m  which  the 
castaways  are  supposed  to  be  may  be  at 
once  despatched  to  search  for  them. 

Mr.  Henrv  Wilus. — Was  the  year  of 
the  sending  of  the  message  written  on  it? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  cannot  recall. 

PRINTING  COMMITTEE. 
Printing  of  Petitions. 

Mr.  BAMFORD  (Herbert)  (10.33].— 
Yesterday  I  gave  notice  of  a  moticMv  for  the 
priming  of  a  petition  which  I  brought  be- 
fore the  House  early  in  the  scssicHi,  but,  as 
I  omitted  to  formally  notifv  the  Clerk  in 
the  matter,  there  is  no  mention  of  it  on  the 
business -pa per.  I  therefore  ask  the  leave 
of  the  House  to  move  now,  without  notice — 

That  the  petition  in  favour  of  the  unification 
of  Australia,  which  was  presented  to  the  House 
on  ist  June  last,  be  printed. 


Mr.  SPEAKER.— Is  it  the  pleasure  of 
the  House  that  the  honorable  monber  have 
leave  to  move  this  rooticm  ? 

Honorable  Members. — Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  DEAKIN  (Ballarat— Prime  Minis- 
ter) [10.34]. — It  is  most  unfortunate  that 
yesterday  a  division  was  taken  on  the  ques- 
tion that  the  report  of  the  Printing  Ccxnmit- 
tee  be  adopted.  When  that  division  was 
called  for,  the  issue  involved  was,  not  whe- 
ther the  petition  to  which  the  honwable 
member  for  Herbert  has  referred  should  be 
printed,  but  whether  the  recommendation  of 
the  Printing  Committee  should  be  rejected, 
practically  without  debate,  and  a  direct  re- 
flecti<Hi  cast  upon  the  members  of  that 
body.  Honorable  members  on  this  side 
had,  therefore,  at  the  time  no  alternative 
but  to  support  the  Committee.  I  suggest  that 
the  honorable  member  for  Herbert  might, 
to-day,  before  asking  the  House  to  affirm 
that  the  petition  should  be  printed,  pay  the 
members  of  the  Committee  the  complnnent 
of  asking  them  whether  there  is  any  objec- 
tion to  its  publication.  I  have  very  little 
doubt  as  to  what  the  reply  will  be.  Tbe 
whole  text  of  the  petition  can  be  printed 
on  one  side  of  a  sheet  of  paper,  and  the 
cost  will  be  practically  nothing.  The 
terras  of  the  petititm  are  well  known. 

Mr.  Watkins. — It  is  usual  to  print  the 
first  petition  presented  to  the  House  on  any 
subject. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  believe  so;  but  un- 
derstand that  the  petition  presented  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Herbert  is  not  the 
first. 

Mr.  Bamford. — Yes,  it  is. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— The  honorable  member 
I  thought  presented  two  petitions  on  the 
subject,  and  for  the  moment  I  was  under 
the  impression  that  the  one  which  he  wishes 
to  be  printed  was  the  seccmd.  I  can  hardly 
conceive  that,  if  it  is  indicated  10  members 
of  the  Committee  that  the  honorable  mem- 
ber desires  to  have  this  petition  printed, 
they  will  give  any  but  a  favorable  replv. 
Our  desire  is  that  the  Cwnmittee's  sphere 
of  action  shall  not  be  trespassed  upon. 
There  need  be  no  debate  on  the  general 
question  whether  the  Committee  shall  be 
asked  to  recommend  the  printing  of  this 
petition.  If  the  honcn^ble  member  for 
Herbert  will  put  himself  into  communica- 
tion with  the  members  of  the  Committee, 
they  will  no  doubt  unanimously  agree  with 
his  wishes. 

Mr.  FISHER  (Wide  Bay)  fio.37].— As 
the  Prime  Minister  has  refo^  to  the  din- 
sion  which  took  [itUj^  byfeia®SSQte  the 
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questum  of  the  adoption  of  the  report  of 
the  Printing  Committee,  I  would  point  out 
that  the  debate  was  then  closed  uninten- 
tionally. The  recommendation  of  the  Com- 
mittee that  this  petition  should  not  be 
printed  was  a  most  extraordinary  one.  The 
right  to  petition  is  one  of  the  fundamental 
rights  of  the  people. 

Mr.  Deakin. — That  has  not  been  ques- 
tioned. 

Mr.  FISHER.— Not  only  have  the 
people  the  right  to  petition  Parliament; 
they  have  also  the  right  to  claim  that  their 
petitions  shall  receive  publicity  by  being 
[tinted  amcxig  our  records,  so  that  their 
contents  may  be  known. 

Mr.  Johnson. — That  was  not  the  ques- 
tion on  which  we  divided  yesterday. 

Mr.  FISHER.— The  honorable  member 
for  Robertson  admitted  that  he  closed  the 
debate  yesterday  unintentionally.  That 
statement  appears  in  the  Hansard  report. 
Mr.  Speaker  found  himself  bound  to  re- 
gard what  was  intended  as  an  explanaticm, 
as  a  formal  reply,  closing  the  discusacm, 
so  that  other  bWirabie  mmbers  were  pre- 
vented from  expressing  their  views.  My 
(^inim  is  that  there  was  no  intention  to 
reflect  on  the  Committee. 

Mr.  Deakin. — That  is  so;  but,  had  the 
motion  for  the  adoption  of  the  Committee's 
report  been  negatived,  there  would  have 
been  a  reflection  on  the  Committee. 

Mr.  FISHER.— I  do  not  hold  the  view 
that  the  adoption  of  the  Committee's  report 
was  a  declaraticMi  of  the  opinion  of  the 
House  that  this  petition  should  not  be 
printed.  My  desire  was  that  the  Oxnmit- 
tee's  report  should  not  be  adopted,  so  as 
to  give  an  opportunity  for  the  further 
consideration  of  the  matter,  with  a  view  to 
the  bringing  down  of  an  amended  report, 
which  would  recommend  the  printing  of 
this  petition. 

Mr.  Deakin. — The  members  of  the 
Committee  would  probably  have  resigned 
had  the  report  not  been  adopted. 

Mr.  REID  (East  Sydney)  [ro.39].— I 
am  glad  that  the  Prime  Minister  has  taken 
the  position  which  he  has  taken  in  regard 
to  this  matter.  I  hope  that  it  will  be  c(Xi- 
sidered  that  if  the  House  at  any  time 
desires  the  printing  of  a  document  which 
the  Committee  has  recommended  should 
not  be  printed,  it  will  not  be  taken  as  any 
reflection  upon  the  membert  of  the  Com- 
mittee. We  are  all  deeply  sensible  of  the 
services  which  they  render  to  us,  and  trust 
that  they,  <m  the  other  hand,  will  not  in 
any  way  restrict  our  perfect  freedom  of 


action  in  authorizing  the  printing  of  docu- 
ments. The  petition  is  a  document  which 
I  t  h  i  nk  shou  I  d  be  printed  probabl  v  be  - 
fore  most  of  the  other  papers  which  are 
laid  before  Parliament. 

Mr.  Webster. ^This  petiti(Hi  will  be  a 
historical  document. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — A  political  docu- 
ment. 

Mr.  H  E  NRY  WILLI  S  (Robertson) 
[10.41]. — The  House  appointed  the  Print- 
ing Cwimittee  to  consider  which  of  the 
papers  presented  to  Farliamwt  shall  be 
printed.  There  was  a  discussicm  in  the 
C<»nmittee  as  to  the  printing  of  this  peti- 
timi,  and  I  shall  willingly  report  to  the 
Committee,  if  the  House  permits  the  re- 
consideration of  the  matter,  that  it  is  gene- 
rally desired  that  the  petititm  shall  be 
printed.  With  that  premise,  I  think  the 
matter  might  be  allowed  to  drop. 

Mr.  Storrer. — The  honorable  member 
is  backing  down. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— A  division  as 
to  whether  the  printing  of  the  petition 
^uld  be  recommended  took  place  in  the 
Oxnmittee,  and  the  members  who  were  de- 
feated afterwards  took  sides  against  the 
Committee  in  this  House,  conduct  that  is 
unprecedented. 

Mr.  Fisher. — They  acted  quite  pro- 
perly. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— If  the  House 
will  permit  me  to  report  to  the  C<xnmittee 
its  desires  in  this  matter,  and  will  gi\*e  an 
opportunity  for  reconsideration,  I  tnink  it 
likely  that  the  printing  of  the  petition  will 
be  recommended. 

Mr.  FOWLER  (Perth)  [10.42].— As  a 
member  of  the  Committee  since  its  incep- 
tion, I  am  sorry  that  this  matter  seems  to 
have  been  given  a  party  complexion.  The 
Ctxnmittee  ■  was  brought  into  existence  in 
order  to  curtail  unnecessary  expenditure. 
Members  who  were  in  the  first  Parliament 
will,  no  doubt,  recollect  that,  at  the  outset, 
great  expense  was  incurred  in  unnecessary 
printing,  documents  sometimes  being 
printed  in  duplicate,  through  the  two 
Houses  acting  independently.  The  Print- 
ing CcHnmittee  has  always  carefully  con- 
sidered questions  of  expense.  Although 
the  printmg  of  this  petition  would  not  cost 
much,  it  was  not  recommended,  because  it 
has  been  part  of  the  policy  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  refrain  frcan  recommending  the 
printing  of  documents  whose  importance 
did  not  seem  to  justify  publication.  It  is 
very  seldom  that  the  printing  of  a  petition 
has'  been  recooifnesdi^txjOOmQiot  think 
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that  there  haw  been  more  than  two  or  three 
recomraendaticHis  of  that  kind  since  the 
Committee  came  into  existence.  Seeing 
that  the  petition  was  read  to  the  House,  I 
fail  to  understand  how  additional  pwMnin- 
ence  can  be  gained  or  historical  interest 
served  by  the  printing  of  it.  The  reading 
of  it  is  reoorded  in  the  Votes  and  Proceed- 
ings, and  for  that,  among  other  reasons, 
X  voted  against  the  recommendation  to 
print  it. 

Mr.  Watkins. — Then  why  print  any- 
thing? Every  paper  brought  before  the 
House  is  mentioned  in  the  records. 

Mr.  FOWLER.— Many  documents  are 
laid  befOTe  Parliament  which  would  not 
be  set  out  in  the  records  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Batchelor.— The  text  of  the  peti- 
tion is  not  given  in  the  reccvds  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  FOWLER.— The  petition  was  read, 
and  thus  given  publicity.  How  will  the 
printing  of  it  give  it  additional  publicity  ? 
It  win  mean  simply  that  a  few  copies  will 
be  circulated  amongst  honorable  members, 
and  that  will  be  the  end  of  the  matter.  Al- 
though I  ha\-e  thus  stated  my  position,  I  wish 
to  add  that,  if  any  honorable  member  at 
any  time  indicates  to  me  that  he  has  a  par- 
ticular object  in  wishing  for  the  printing 
of  any  document,  the  expense  of  printing 
which  would  be  trifling,  I  shall  be  only 
too  glad  to  recognise  his  right  to  have  it 
printed.  I  \'Oted  against  the  printing  of 
this  petition  as  a  matter  of  principle,  and  in 
accordanoe  with  the  policy  which  has  al- 
wa>  s  actuated  me  as  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  H  UTCH  ISDN  <Hindmarsh) 
[10.44]. — -As  a  member  of  the  Committee, 
I  resent  the  statement  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Perth  that  this  question  has 
been  made  a  party  one.  Nothing  of  the 
sort. 

Mr.  FoTVLER. — I  said  that  attempts  had 
been  made  to  make  it  a  partv  question. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  do  not  think 
that  that  is  so.  There  was  a  division  of 
opinion  in  the  Committee  as  to  whether  the 
printing  of  the  petition  should  be  recom- 
mended. I  have  been  a  member  of  the 
Committee  since  I  entered  this  Parliament, 
and  I  do  not  remember  that  the  proposal  to 
recommejxl  the  printing  of  any  petition  of 
importance  has  ever  been  rejected. 

Mr.  Watkins. — Petitions  have  always 
been  printed. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON— The  Committee 
determined  not  to  recommend  the  printing 
of  this  petition ;  but  when  I  found  that  the 


honorable  member  for  Herbert,  who  had 
presented  it,  desired  that  it  should  be 
printed,  I  was  astounded  there  should  be 
any  opposition  in  the  House  to  the  printing 
of  it.  Petitions  from  Employers'  Federa- 
tions,  Chambers  of  Commerce,  and  similar 
bodies,  have  been  printed;  I  have  not 
known  the  printing  of  any  petition  of  that 
kind  to  be  refused.  The  petition  is  of 
greater  concern  to  the  people  of  Australia 
than  are  many  petitions  to  the  printing  of 
which  the  House  has  agreed  without  demur. 
The  Printing  Committee  does  its  best  to  keep 
down  unnecessary  expenditure.  The  print- 
ing of  the  petition  in  question  would  have 
involved  an  expenditure  of  only  a  few 
shillings,  and  if  the  question  were  made  a 
party  one  that  was  due  to  the  action  of 
those  who  refused  yesterday  to  agree  to  the 
proposal  of.  the  honorable  member  itx 
Herbert.  In  the  circumstances,  I  desire  to 
say  that  both  members  of  the  Committee 
and  those  who  voted  on  this  side  of  the 
House  vesterda\'  were  entirely  justified. 

Mr.  STORRER  (Bass)  [10.45].— I  h-'''^^ 
not  been  a  member  of  the  Printing  Cwn- 
raittee  since  its  inception,  but  consider  that 
I  have  as  much  right  to  express  ray  opinion 
in  regard  to  the  matters  submitted  to  it  as 
have  those  who  have  been.  The  jHactice 
of  the  Committee  has  hitherto  been  to  agree 
to  the  printing  of  a  document  when  one 
or  two  members  expressed  a  strong  desire 
that  it  should  be  {Hinted.  Those  who 
wished  that  the  petition  now  under  notice 
should  be  printed  had  no  desire  that  the 
whole  of  the  nnmes  appended  to  it  should 
also  be  printed.  All  that  they  proposed 
was  that  the  body  of  the  petition,  with  an 
intimation  that  there  were  58,000  signa- 
tures attached  to  it,  should  be  so  dealt  with. 
I  menticxied  to  the  honOTable  member  foi 
Herbert,  who  presented  the  petition,  what 
was  being  dcme  in  the  matter  by  the  Print- 
ing Committee,  believing  it  to  be  my  duty 
to  do  so.  The  petition  has  one  of  the 
largest  lists  of  signatures  that  has  ever 
been  attached  to  a  petition  presented  to  this 
House,  and  if  honorable  members  are  so 
anxious  to  effect  savings  in  our  printing 
bill,  they  might  readily  do  so  by  cmdeosing 
their  speeches  and  so  reducing  the  escpen- 
diture  upon  Hansard. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.—For  the  inforrnatioo 
of  the  House,  I  may  state  that  tiie  reports 
of  the  Printing  Committee  always  take 
this  form :  that  harmg  considered  the  papers 
laid  before  it, '  the  Conmittee  has  decided 
that  certain  papers  which  amie^iedffaosild 
be  printed.     The  t^i^^SS^STn- 
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ooBuoend  that  all  the  other  papers  that 
have  been  submitted  to  it  be  not  printed, 
because  if  that  were  done  the  lesolutioa  of 
(be  House  adopting  the  report  would  have 
to  be  rescinded  if  it  were  subsequently  de- 
sired to  have  one  of  these  papers  printed. 
The  Conunittee  therefore  recommends  aaly 
that  certain  papers  which  it  specifies  be 
printed.  It  makes  no  recommendation  as 
to  the  rest,  so  that  any  honorable  member 
may,  on  the  presentation  of  the  report,  or 
sobsequently,  move  for  the  {u-inting  of  a 
paper  that  the  Committee  has  not  recom- 
mended should  be  so  dealt  with. 
Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

EXCLUSION  OF  TASMAXIAN 
POTATOES  FROM  KEW  SOUTH 
WALES. 

Mr,  KING  O'MALLEY.— I  wish  to 
read  a  short  extract  from  the  North-WesC 
Adificate,  cttie  of  the  best  Protectionist 
newspapers  in  Australia,  and  to  base  cm  it 
a  question  to  the  Attorney -General.  The 
paragraph  reads — 

It  certainly  is  a.  fact  that  one  S4tite  Can,  under 
the  cloak  of  its  system  of  inspection,  block  the 
goods  of  another  State  in  order  to  keep  the  local 
market  for  its  own  goods  

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber is  now  reading  a  statement  apart  alto- 
gether from  a  question.  He  may  give  the 
substance  of  the  paragraph. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.— The  sub- 
stance of  it  is  that  the  State  of  New  South 
Wales,  under  some  system  of  un-Christian- 
like  inspection,  is  shutting  out  Tasmanian 
potatoes,  because  it  has  a  large  potato 
crop  of  its  own. 

Mr.  SPEAKER,— That  is  an  assertion, 
not  a  qiiestion. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.— I  am  giving 
the  substance  of  the  paragraph. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Will  the  honorable 
member  state  the  question  that  he  desires 
to  put  to  the  Attorney -General  ? 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.— What  I  wish 
to  know  is  whether  the  Atttwney -General 
will  be  good  enough  to  look  into  this  com- 
plaint ? 

Mr.  GLYXX.— I  shall  be  happy  to  do 
so.  There  is  already  on  the  notice-paper, 
in  the  name  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Wilmot,  a  question  relating  to  the  same 
subject. 

PERSONAL  EXPLANATIONS. 

Correction  of  Hansard  Proofs. 

Mr.  FRAZER  (Kalgoorlie)  [10.47].—! 
desire  to  make  a  personal  explanation.  On 


25th  June  last,  when  the  honorable  monber 

for  Cwio  was  speaking  in  the  House  

Mr.  DsAKiN. — Is  the  honorable  member 
present? 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — No.  Mentiwi  it  later 
on. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— The  honorable  member 
for  Corio  had  no  consideration  for  me  when 
he  was  making  a  pers<xial  explanation,  and 
I  intend  to  procead  with  that  which  I  now 
desire  to  make.  The  honorable  member, 
on  the  date  named,  delivered  himself  of 
certain  statements  concerning  the  doings  of 
the  Labour  party,  which  he  held  respon- 
sible for  the  extreme  utterances  of  two 
or  three  members  of  the  IntematicHial 
Socialist  League  of  New  South  Wales, 
although  that  League  is  in  no  way 
associated  with  the  LaJaeur  party.  Later 
on,  in  replying  to  the  honcffable  member, 
I  said  that  if  the  Labour  party  were  as 
bad  as  he  would  have  the  House  believe, 
it  was  remarkable  that  he  should  have  de- 
sired to  join  with  them.  I  also  said  that 
I  had  in  the  House  proof  of  my  statement' 
that  he  desired  to  become  associated  with 
them.  The  honorable  member  subsequently 
made  a  personal  explanation,  stating  that  I 
had  declared  that  he  had  seat  a  wire  to  the 
honorable  member  for  Wide  Bay,  as  Leader 
of  the  Labour  party,  in  these  terms — "Will 
join  Fisher  but  not  Lyne."  I  did  not  hear 
that  statement  b>  the  honorable  member ; 
it  was  made  just  before  I  entered  the 
House. 

Mr.  Jc«NSON. — I  do  not  think  he  used 
the  words  which  the  honorable  member  has 
attributed  to  him.  I  think  he  said  that 
some  one  else  had  made  the  statement  whilst 
the  hmorable  member  was  speaking. 

Mr.  Batchblor. — The  hcmorable  mem- 
ber for  Corio  did  attribute  the  statement  to 
the  honorable  member  for  Kalgoorlie. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— The  honorable  member 
for  Laner  need  not  try  to  apologize  for  the 
honorable  member  for  Corio.  He  declared 
that  I  had  said  that  he  had  sent  the-  wire. 
He  then  read  to  the  House  a  copy  of  the 
telegram  actually  sent  bv  him,  and  was 
cheered  by  honorable  members  opposite, 
who  believed  that  he  was  making  a  correct 
statement  of  the  facts,  and  that  I  had  mis- 
represented him. 

Mr.  HuscE  Cook. — It  was  the  honorable 
member  for  Werriwa  who  made  the  state- 
ment as  to  the  sending  of  the  telegram. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— I  shall  come  to  that 
pcNut.  Five  minutes  after  the  honorable 
member  for  Corio  had  concluded  his  exp\&- 
aation,  I  assuredD^jil9^d*l}^^JO)lM*9  make 
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the  statement  that  he  had  attributed  to  me, 
but  he  did  not  rise  in  the  House,  then  or 
thereafter,  to  correct  the  false  impression 
he  had  made,  and  the  statement  for  which 
he  had  been  cheered  by  the  supporters  of 
the  Governm«it.  Instead  of  doing  so,  be 
so  altered  the  Hansard  report  of  his  expla- 
nation as  to  make  it  read  that  "  during  the 
speech  of  the  honorable  monber  for  Kal- 
goorlie  it  was  said  "  that  he  had  sent  such 
a  telegram  to  the  honorable  member  for 
Wide  Hay.  He  allowed  the  stigma  which 
he  had  cast  on  me  to  remain.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  the  statement  that  he  attributed  lo 
me  was  not  made  in  the  House  by  any  one. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — I  heard  it  made. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— The  facts  are  that  the 
honorable  member  for  Werriwa  interjected 
whilst  I  was  speaking,  "  Was  it  the  hoiior- 
able  member  for  Corio  who  sent  the  wire, 
'  Will  join  Fisher,  but  not  Lyne?'  "  The 
honorable  member  for  Werriwa  did  not 
charge  the  honorable  member  for  Corio 
with  having  sent  such  a  telegram. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — It  was  near  enough. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— He  was  seeking  in- 
formation as  to  whether  the  wire  had  been 
sent  by  him. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — He  suggested  in 
the  most  cowardly  way  that  he  could  do — 
by  innuendo — that  the  hcmorable  member 
had  sent  it. 

Mr.  FRAZ  E  R.~When  an  honorable 
member  asks  whether  another  hcMiorabie 
member  did  such  and  such  a  thing  

Mr.  Henry  Wilus. — He  wishes  to  in- 
fer that  he  did. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— Not  necessarily. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  regret  that  the 
memories  of  honorable  members  are  so 
faulty  that  they  appear  to  have  forgotten 
that  both  yesterday  and  the  day  before  I 
asked  them  to  observe  the  rule  that  no 
interjections  should  be  made  during  a  per- 
sonal »planation. 

Mr,  FRAZER.— I  have  not  had  any 
conversation  with  the  hCMiorable  member  for 
Werriwa  about  this  matter,  but  it  seems  to 
me  that  his  interjection  may  have  been 
genuinely  made  with  the  object  of  seeking 
information  as  to  the  honorable  member 
for  Corio's  position.  My  attitude  is  made 
absolutely  clear  by  the  Hansard  report  of 
the  proceedings,  which  shows  that,  in 
reply  to  the  honorable  member  for 
■Werriwa's  interjection,  I  said;  "  That  point 
is  immaterial."  It  was  immaterial  to  me, 
because  I  was  relying  on  another  set  of 
facts  that   proved  conclusivdv  that  the 


honorable  member  for  Corio  was  [KepazeS 
to  join  the  Labour  party,  and  that  he  had 
Imposed  no  restrictions  when  he  made  the 
request  to  a  member  of  the  party,  which 
was  duly  communicated  to  the  h<»iorabIe 
member  for  South  Sydney,  and  anothn 
monber  of  his  Government.  But  for  the 
circumstances  itnder  which  it  was  made,  the 
actual  alteration  allowed  in  the  Hansard 
proof — and  al  lowed  under,  I  presume, 
your  super\'ision,  Mr.  Speaker — would  be 
of  no  importance.  Had  it  been  made  with 
the  object  of  releasing  an  honorable  mem- 
ber from  the  .'esponsibility  for  a  certain 
statement,  without  a  knowledge  of  the  facts 
I  have  mentioned,  it  might  readily  have 
.  been  allowed  without  leading  to  any  seri- 
ous trouble  in  the  future.  I  say  this  in 
justice  to  the  Hansard  staff,  for  whose  woA 
I  have  nothing  but  the  greatest  praise  to 
offer. 

Honorable  Members. — Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  WiLKs. — We  should  all  be  diank- 
ful  to  the  Hansard  staff. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— Quite  so.  I  do  not 
think  that  the  alteration  actually  made,  if 
dissociated  from  the  drcumstanoes  in 
which  it  was  made,  would  be  a  serious  mat- 
ter, but  the  honorable  member  for  Corio 
knew  that  he  had  misrepresented  me,  knew 
that  he  had  be^  cheaed  the  sup- 
porters of  the  Government  whw  he  did 
so;  yet  did  not  see  fit  to  take  tHe  manly 
course  of  making  the  COTiection  in  this 
House. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume)  [10.54]. 
— By  way  of  personal  explanation,  I  wish 
to  state  that  in  both  the  Melbourne  morn- 
ing newspapers  this  morning  there  appears 
a  statement — I  think  it  was  inadvertently 
made — that  the  btmorable  member  for  Par- 
ramatta  twice  interjected  whilst  I  was 
speaking  last  night,  that  I  had  reduced 
wages  m  New  South  Wales. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  did  not  make  that 
interjection. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts. — It  was  made  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Wentworth. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  did  not  hear 
it  made,  but  I  think  it  was  made  once  by 
the  Minister  of  Defence. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber asked,  by  way  of  interjection,  *'  Did 
you  reduce  wages  in  New  South  Wales?  '* 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  made  ndther  in- 
terjection. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  wish  to  have 
a  correction  made,  and  I  tlunk  that  the 
press,  in  fairness  to  me^  will  make  it. 
I  said  last  nigh^.|^%|^al(^^„5^g  near 
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Orange,  at  a  time  when  I  was  Minister 
of  Railways,  and  an  agitation  was  on  foot 
to  make  the  State  railways  pay,  I  declared 
that  that  could  be  achieved  only  by  increas- 
ing frdghts  or  reducing  wages.  A  member 
of  the  State  Legislative  Assein^ly — I  cannot 
remember  now  whether  he  beI<Miged  to  the 
h<HX}rable  member's  party  at  that  time  

Mr.  SPEAKER.—!  "gathered  from  the 
opening  statement  made  by  the  honorable 
member  that  he  desired  to  correct  some 
misrepresentation  oa  the  part  of  certain 
newspapers  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— That  is  so. 

Mr.  SPEAK'ER.— The  honorable  "taem- 
ber  is  now  proceeding  to  deal  with  another 
matter  altogether.  I  ask  hi'm  to  ccxifine 
himself  to  an  explanation. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  made  this 
statement  last  night,  and  it  is  not  reported 
in  this  morning's  newspapers. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— There  are  many  mat- 
ters which  are  not  reported  in  the  press. 
If  the  honorable  member  were  able  to  show 
that  his  statement  was  not  reported  in 
Hansard,  he  would  be  entitled  to  make 
this  explanation,  but  he  has  no  right  to 
make  an  explanatirai  based  simply  on  the 
cnnission  from  a  newspaper  report  of  some 
statement  made  by  him. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LVNE.-I  have  not 
seen  the  ffansard  proof  of  my  speech, 
and  surelv  I  may  be  allowed  to  make  an 
explanation  in  regard  to  a  frnatter  of  such 
importance?  Statements  that  I  made  last 
night  have  been  misrepresented,  or  not  pro- 
perly reported,  and  I  wish  to  refer  to  them 
so  that  a  correction  may  be  made  by  the 
press.  Hansard  is  not  so  widely  circulated 
amongst  the  people  as  the  newspapers  are. 
I  made  this  statement  last  night,  and  I 
understand  that  it  was  subsequently  re- 
ferred to  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Went  worth. 

Mr.  PovNTON. — Yes.  The  honorable 
member  read  a  newspaper  extract  in  refer- 
ence to  it. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYXE.— I  simply  de- 
sire to  point  out  that,  instead  of  reducing 
the  wages,  I  said  that  I  would  not  do  so. 
Although  I  was  urged  by  the  then  C<Mn- 
missioner  of  Railways  to  reduce  the  wages 
of  the  men,  I  did  not  do  so,  and  it  was 
by  the  succeeding  Government  that  that 
course  was  adooted. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber is  entitled  to  make  that  stat^ent. 

Mp.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  did  not  make 
the  interjection,  and  I  saw  with  much  regret 
that  it  was  attached  to  my  name  in  the 


press  this  morning.  The  only  reference 
that  I  remember  last  night  to  the  subject 
was  a  quotation  by  the  h<Hiorable  member 
f<w  WentwOTth  ixcm.  the  Brbbane  Worktr, 
which,  in  turn,  quoted  Mr.  Arthur  Rae, 
one  of  the  present  Labour  candidates  for 
the  Senate  in  New  South  Wales.  In  that 
quotation  the  allegations  conconing  the 
honorable  member  were  made. 

MOTION         WANT  OF 
CONFIDENCE. 
Debate  resumed  from  8th  July  {vide  page 
1039),  on  motion  by  Mr.  Fisher — 

That  tbe  Government  does  not  possess  the 
confidcDce  of  this  House. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  (Gwydir)  [11.2].— 
After  the  lengthy  debate  that  has  already 
taken  place  on  this  motion,  I  feel  myself 
in  a  somewhat  awkward  position,  because 
of  the  difficulty  of  dealing  with  the  ques- 
tion of  want  of  confidence  in  the  party  sit- 
ting opposite,  and  at  the  same  time  with 
the  programme  or  placard  that  has  been 
put  before  the  House  by  the  Prime  Min- 
ister in  the  form  of  a  written  statement.  It 
is  wise  to  separate  those  two  things,  be- 
cause the  party  which  has  evolved  out  of 
the  political  chaos  of  the  past,  and  now 
sits  on  the  other  side,  stands  by  itself,  and 
deserves  the  keenest  scrutiny  and  dissec- 
tion at  the  hands  of  those  who  are  opposed 
to  it.  I  do  not  intend  to  deal  with  the 
statement  read  by  the 'Prime  Minister  out- 
lining the  policy  of  the  Government,  be- 
cause the  statement  and  the  Government 
are  two  different  things.  TTie  Government, 
with  its  followers,  can  be  dissected,  but 
the  statement  is  so  variegated  that  it  calls 
for  special  treatment  to  do  it  justice.  I 
shall,  therefore,  confine  myself  as  much  as 
possible  to  a  dissection  of  the  present  posi- 
tion of  affairs  in  Federal  politics.  Before 
proceeding  to  that,  may  I  compliment  the 
honorable  member  for  Fremantle — for  it  is 
not  often  that  we  gather  figs  from  thistles 
— on  his  ingenuity  in  discovering  a  new  me- 
thod of  "  stone-walling  "  ?  Tbe  other  night 
he  gave  us  a  guide  as  to  how  "  stone-wall- 
ing "  can  be  carried  to  a  fine  art.  Few 
honorable  members  care  to  see  their  speech 
again  once  they  have  delivered  it,  and  still 
fewer  wish  to  hear  it  a  second  time.  But 
the  honorable  member  for  Fremantle  had 
the  audacity  to  expect  men  to  stand  a 
double  dose  of  his  utterances  without  re- 
senting it.  In  that  I  think  be  showed  a 
very  poor  knowledge  of  human  nature.  For 
practically  an  hour  out  of  an  hour  and 
a    half  's    "  stgn^-w^Ilfg^Q^^  read 
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from  his  own  speeches.  He  said, 
"This  is  what  I  said  in  April, 
1906;  this  is  what  I  said  in  November, 
1907  ;  and,  here  again,  is  what  I  said  in 
November,  1908."  I  commend  that 
metliod  to  honorable  members  on  this  side. 
If  there  is  any  honorable  member  here  that 
has  not  learnt  the  art  of  "stone-walling." 
I  recommend  him  to  take  a  lesson  from  the 
honorable  member  for  Fremantle.  All  he 
has  to  do  is  to  dig  up*  his  own  speeches 
from  Hansard  and  read  them  until  the  Old 
of  time,  if  he  desires  to  carry  out  a  task 
similar  to  that  whidi  was  set  to  the  honor- 
able member  for  Fremantle  the  other  night. 
I  desire  also  to  congratulate  the  hcmorable 
member  for  Gippsland  on  the  wonderfully 
able,  searching,  and  coherent  address  which 
he  delivered  yesterday.  It  was  one  of  the 
finest  efforts  that  it  has  been  my  lot  to 
listen  to  in  any  Parliament,  and  certainly 
one  ot  the  finest  indictments  of  a  Ministry 
that  has  been  uttered  in  this  or  any  other 
House.  If  I  did  not  know  it,  I  could  not 
believe  that  the  honorable  member  be- 
longed to  the  legal  professi<Hi,  because  the 
earnestness  and  sincerity  that  he  put  into 
his  speech,  and  the  way  in  which  he  was 
affected  by  his  feelings,  were  quite  foreign 
to  anything  I  have  ever  seen  emanating 
from  members  of  the  legal  profession  in 
Australian  politics.  I  have  never  met  a 
man  of  that  profession  who  has  shown  the 
sincerity  that  was  displayed  by  the  honor- 
able member  for  Gippsland  in  his  indict- 
ment of  the  Prime  Minister.  He  had  a 
most  difficult  case,  for  he  was  in  sympathy 
with  the  Prime  Minister  personally,  while 
in  antagonism  to  him  politically.  It  is  not 
often  that  a  lawyer  can  take  up  those  two 
opposite  roles.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Gippsland  uttered  a  most 
damning  indictment  of  the  Prime  Min- 
ister on  the  one  hand,  and  con- 
doned his  offences  on  the  other.  In  that 
indictment  he  told  us  all  we  require  to 
know  of  the  Prime  Minister's  past  history, 
but  when  he  undertook  to  appeal  to  the  iur>' 
to  mitigate  the  sentence  on  the  man  whtun 
from  his  own  political  record  he  had  so 
scathingly  condemned,  he  undertook  a  role 
that  only  a  "  wise  man  could  have  effec- 
tively handled.  I  do  not  propose  to  deal  now 
with  the  vagaries  of  the  Prime  Minister, 
or  the  programme  that  he  has  put  for- 
ward. I  prefer  to  deal  with  the  history 
of  the  evolution  of  the  party  that  now  faces 
Us  in  the  political  arena.  We  remember 
how  the  Labour  party  stood  behind  the 
first  Government  of  the  Commonwealth  and 
Mr.  Webster. 


helped  it  to  lay  tlie  foundation  stones  of 
this  great  Unioa,  and  to  intioduoe 
the  necessary  machinery  to  wcn-k  the  great 
ConstituticHi  with  which  they  were  charged. 
We  remonber  the  services  rendered  by  ttke 
Labour  party  go  that  occasion  to  the  men 
whom  tney  believed  to  be  nearest  in 
sympathy  to  the  people.  As  time 
went  on,  evolution  was  at  work  in 
that  arena,  and  one  fay  oca  the 
members  of  the  first  Ministry  disappeared 
fiom  their  positions.  Sir  Edmund  Barton 
was  relegated  to  the  High  Court  Bench, 
and  Mr.  Kingston,  we  are  told,  was  driven 
out  of  the  Ministry  by  the  continued  and  per- 
tinacious attacks  of  the  right  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Swan.  Since  then  there  hare  been 
various  changes  leading  up  to  the  present 

rsition.  When  the  second  Parliament  met, 
entered  this  House  as  a  new  member  in 
Federal  politics,  and  I  felt,  as  a  Labourite 
first,  and  a.  Protecti(»ust  secondly,  that  I 
bad  a  right  to  stand  by  the  men  who  were 
nearest  to  the  platform  that  we  sought  to 
place  on  the  statute-book.  We  stood  loyally 
by  the  Prime  Minister  until  the  time  when, 
instead  of  relegating  a  certain  matter  in 
dispute  to  the  High  Court,  which  was  the 
proper  tribunal  to  decide  its  constitution- 
ality, he  used  it  as  an  excuse  for  parting 
with  the  Labour  party.  When  he  did  that, 
and  subsequently  used  his  stiletto  in  aid 
of  the  attempt  to  practically  annihi- 
late the  Labour  party,  a  number  of 
those  in  his  own  party  who  were 
"  as  good  as  Labour  men,"  did  not 
know  where  to  go.  They  could  not  follow 
him  into  the  camp  of  McLean,  Reid,  and 
Co.  They  could  not  indorse  the  way  in 
which  he  betrayed  the  men  who  had  sup- 
ported him  for  so  long.  Their  cr\'  was 
"  What  shall  we  do  to  be  saved?"'  The 
proper  reply  would  have  been,  "  Stand  by 
your  principles  and  trust  the  people."  That 
is  what  every  honest  man  would  have  done 
in  those  circumstances,  but  they  did  not 
know  what  to  do  until  the  hcHiOTable  mem- 
ber for  Hume  came  forward,  *  saying, 
"  Stand  by  me,  and  I  will  see  you  through." 
It  is  matter  of  history  now  how  they  did 
stand  by  him,  how  they  went  oyer  to  that 
corner  and  occupied  the  position'of  bridge- 
builders  in  this  House  for  a  number  of 
months,  and  how  eventually,  when  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Ballarat,  who  had  been 
watching  the  barometer  from  outade  the 
Cabinet,  saw  that  the  time  had  come  when 
he  could  again  take  charge  of  the  desjinies 
of  this  country,  they  went  back  with  the 
honorable  member  for  Hume  to,  support 
that  honorable  gefg^igggpCjOlS^teiorable 


McUon  of 


[9  July,  1909.] 


WeaU  of  Confidenee. 


1065 


member  f<x  Hume  kept  their,  together  as  a 
concrete  party,  and  led  them  back  to  the 
fold  which  they  had  left.    They  <Hice  more 

accepted  the  leadership  of  the  very  man 
who  had  practically  annihilated  the  fusion 
of  Labour  members  and  Protectionists  only 
a.  few  months  before.  Yet  the  honorable 
member  for  Gippsland  pleads  for  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Ballarat  as  though  what 
has  lately  happened  were  his  first  offence. 
When  the  honorable  member  for  Ballarat 
appears  before  the  electors,  if  any  of  his 
apologists  appeal  to  the  public  to  overlook 
what  has  happened  as  his  first  offence,  they 
will  be  met  by  that  hcwrarable  gentleman's 
record,  and  senter»ce  will  be  administered 
in  proportion  to  its  character.  We  as  a 
Labour  party  again  stood  behind  that  Go- 
vernment, bifcause  they  were  prepared  to 
support  some  of  the  planks  of  our  plat- 
form. We  have  never  supported  a  Go- 
vernment for  purposes  of  self -aggrandise- 
ment. We  have  never  accepted  office,  al- 
though it  was  open  to  us  at  all  times,  if  our 
members  had  been  prepared  to  sacrifice 
prir^iple  for  the  neshpots.  We  have 
never  in  the  history  of  our,  party  done 
that,  either  in  Federal  or  New  South 
Wales  politics.  We  have  alwavs  refused  to 
accept  offi(%  in  any  Administration  consti- 
tuted by  those  who  are  not  of  us,  and  have 
preferred  to  wait  until  we  could  control  the 
whole  Administraticai  and  lead  the  House. 
We  have  always  tried  to  use  our  power  to 
obtain  for  the  people  those  reforms 
which  we  calculate  will  benefit  the 
masses  and  advance  the  Cwnmonwealth. 
We  found  the  Prime  Minister  proceeding 
in  his  own  peculiar  way,  and  the  honorable 
member  for  Parramatta,  from  the  Opposi- 
ti<m  side,  badgering  him  from  day  to  day 
and  week  to  week  with  strenuous  and 
characteristic  vindictiveness  and  sourness. 
All  the  time  the  honcn-able  member  few  Par- 
xamatta  was  practically  looking  forward  to 
the  day  when  he  might  be  able  to  mes- 
merize the  Prime  Minister  and  place  him 
under  the  spell  of  the  Conservative  and 
Free  Trade  party.  The  next  step  was  that 
the  Prime  Minister  received  "  notice  to 
quit.  **  The  honorable  gentleman,  as  head  of 
the  Government,  did  not  move  fastenough; 
and  we  have  heard  quite  enough  of  the  ad- 
vice tendered  him  by  that  man  of  marvellous 
mind,  the  present  Minister  of  External 
Affairs,  when  Attorney-General.  The 
Labour  party,  hoping  to  bring  about  re- 
forms, did  their  best  under  the  Constitu- 
tion ;  and  time  after  time  we  were  told 
by  the  Attorney-General,  who,  of  course, 
[40] 


occupies  a  high  legal  position,  that  we  had 
the  powers  of  legislation  within  the  four 
comers  of  that  Constitution.    What  was 

our  lot  ?  Not  only  in  one  case,  but  in  case 
after  case,  we  discovered  that  his  judgment 
was  erroneous  and  misleading — that  his 
advice  and  guidance  were  delusive,  and 
disastrous  to  the  ambitions  of  the  Labour 
party.  Finding  ourselves  in  that  position, 
owing  to  the  advice  of  the  wonderful  and 
gigantic  intellect  of  the  Minister  of  Ex- 
ternal Afffurs,  is  it  surpriung  that  we,  who 
do  not  believe  in  standing  still,  but  are  the 
real  progressive  party  of  this  country, 
should  become  xestive?  We  told  the  Prime 
Minister  that  if  he  could  not  make  any 
better  headway  than  he  had  during  his 
second  term  as  Prime  Minister,  our  cmly 
alternative  was  to  remove  him  at  all 
hazards,  and  endeavour  to  do  something 
for  ourselves.  The  Pxime  Minister  and 
his  party,  who  knew  that  they  could  not 
hold  the  Treasury  benches  without  the  sup- 
port of  the  Labour  party,  practically  ac- 
cepted the  "  notice  to  quit,"  as  he  has 
called  it.  That  notice  was  given  in  an 
open  and  manly  way.  He  was  told  that 
the  time  had  arrived  when  the  coach  of 
State  was  not  moving  quickly  enough,  and 
that  it  was  necessary  to  change  horses  to 
lift  it  out  of  the  mire.  Look  at  the  treat- 
ment accorded  to  the  Prime  Minister,  and 
compare  it  with  the  treatment  accorded  to 
the  Labour  Government.  The  Labour 
party  held  the  Treasury  benches  for  a  short 
six  months  or  so,  and,  from  the  time  we 
took  office,  we  were  being  vndennined  by 
the  machinations  of  the  present  Prime  Min- 
ister and  those  associated  with  him.  It 
has  beai  said  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Gippsland,  and  by  the  Prime  Minister,  as 
an  excuse,  that  the  latter  took  the  course 
he  did  in  order  to  save  the  political  lives 
of  a  few  of  his  supporters.  But,  as  has  been 
said  before,  the  man  who  is  prepared  to 
sacrifice  his  principles,  even  though  his 
life  may  be  at  stake,  is  not  fit  to  be  Prime 
Minister  and  leader  of  a  young  nation  like 
Australia.  We  require  men  who  have 
backbcme,  with  determii^ation  to  stand  by 
what  they  believe  to  be  right — not  weather- 
cocks— but  men  with  some  fixed  principle 
for  which  they  will  fight  until  the  end.  The 
honorable  member  for  Gippsland,  in  his 
able  speech,  showed  how  the  Protectionists, 
as  they  claim  to  be,  under  the  Prime  Min- 
ister have  sold  their  birthright  for  a  mess 
of  pottage — how  they  have  been  practically 
"taken  in"  by  the  honorable  imember 
for  Farraniatta  Qi^dedheLtlQK^gJfgmbers 
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associated  vHth  him.  It  will  need  all  the 
genius,  ability,  subtlety  and  other  attain- 
ments of  the  Prime  Minister,  to  answer  the 
indictment  levelled  at  him  in  the  most  effec- 
tive speech  of  the  honorable  member  fen' 
Gippsland.  There  ^  no  doubt  that  he  was 
manoeuvring  and  intriguing  to  bring  about 
the  present  fusion  so(n\  after  the  proroga- 
tion. Whether  he  r\'u\  so  of  his  own 
volition,  or  whether  in  response  to 
appeals  to  save  the  political  scalps  of 
those  with  whOTi,  it  is  said,  he  was  in 
sympathy,  all  I  know  is  that,  if  he  sacri- 
ficed his  principles  and  reputation,  great  as 
it  is  alleged  to  be — if  he  sacrificed  the  work 
of  a  lifetime  and  refused  to  put  the  crown 
on  what  has  been  claimed  to  be  an  honor- 
able career — for  the  sake  of  those  five  pig- 
mies, then  God  help  us,  and  forgive  his 
]>oor,  erring  judgment  in  giving  so  much 
^ot  so  little !  The  Prime  Minister  did  not 
make  the  sacrifice  to  save  the  members  of 
his  own  party  as  a  whole.  He  did  not 
seek  the  advice  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Bass,  or  ask  him  to  come  to  the  p«ii- 
tent  form  and  seek  salvation. 

Mr.  Storreh. — I  am  not  a  Victorian ! 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Bass  is  a  man  who  can  walk  on  his 
own  legs;  and  he  did  not  cringe  to  the 
Prime  Mini!;ter  to  be  saved  from  the  wrath 
to  cixne.  Then,  again,  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Hume,  the  honorable  member  for 
Riverina,  and  the  honorable  member  for 
Gippsland  did  not  require  any  sacrifice  on 
the  part  of  the  Prime  Minister  in  order  to 
save  their  political  scalps  at  the  next  elec- 
tion. They  were  prepared  to  stand  by  the 
principles  of  a  lifetime — principles,  so 
pathetically  portrayed  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Gippsland,  and  professed 
by  the  Prime  Minister,  whom  the  hon- 
orable mend)er  for  Gippsland  had  for 
years  set  up  as  an  object  of  wor- 
ship, and  whom  he  was  prepared  to 
follow  so  long  as  he  held  the  Liberal  flag 
aloft.  As  we  have  seen,  the  honorable 
member  for  Gippsland  proved  .himself  by 
his  action  to  be  a  stronger  man  than  he 
M  hom  he  had  followed  for  so  many  years. 
Xone  of  the  men  I  have  mentioned  require<l 
the  assistance  of  the  Prime  ^linister;  nor, 
indeed,  did  some  other  of  the  honorable 
members  belonging  to  the  Deakin  party. 
For  instance,  I  do  not  believe  that  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Cowper  would  go  on  his 
knees  and  appeal  to  the  Prime  Minister  to 
do  anything  to  save  him — I  have  too  high 
an  opinion  of  that  honorable  member  to 
think  so.     The  only  men  who  did  so  stoop 


were  the  htmorable  member  few  ^faTib]rr- 
nong,  the  honorable  member  for  Bourke,  the 
honorable  member  for  Laanecoorie,  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Corio,  and  the  famiable 
member  for  Batman.  At  the  last  moment 
those  men  came  to  the  penitent  seat  and 
begged  to  be  saved  from  the  locHntng  wrath. 
Look  at  them  I  Is  there  one  among 
them  who,  if  he -left  Parliament  for  ever., 
would  be  missed?  Is  there  one  among 
them  whose  past  career  or  future 
prospects  give  any  prtmiise  of  usefulness  in 
public  life?  Conunend  me  to  any  other 
five  men  in  the  Chamber  in  preferOTce.  The 
Prime  Minister,  we  are  told,  oSaed  himself 
as  a  burnt  (Bering  to  save  men  like  the  hem- 
orable  member  for  Batman. 

Mr.  Coon. — I  never  spdce  to  the  Prune 
Minister  on  the  q\j6stion. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  am  very  pleased  to 
hear  the  honorable  member  say  so.  I  take 
it,  then,  that  the  honorable  member  did  not 
require  any  sacrifice? 

Mr.  CooN. — ^That  is  right — I  did  not. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  am  pleased  to  know 
that  the  honorable  member  is  prepared  to 
sacrifice  himself  instead  of  his  leader,  for 
there  must  be  a  sacrifice  on  one  side  or  the 
other.  Are  the  five  men  1  have  mentioned 
worth  the  sacrifice? 

Mr.  Roberts. — When  it  is  all  over  we 
shall  find  it  is  they  who  are  sacrificed. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— That  interjection  is 
quite  apropos.  Whenever  a  man  has  made 
a  sacrifice  wrongly,  the  right  sacrifice  has 
to  be  made  in  due  time.  In  the  present 
case  there  will  be  a  double  sacrifice,  for  the 
sacrifice  of  the  Prime  Minister  cannot  save 
those  five  beyond  a  few  months.  If  the 
Prime  Minister  thinks  these  men  w(»th  the 
sacrifice,  he  sets  a  higher  value  on  tbdr 
political  future  than  any  one  else  in  the 
world  could  possibly  do.  It  is  fair  to  the 
Prime  Minister  and  the  House  that  wc 
should  know  why  this  change  has  come 
about — what  were  the  motives  inducing  it. 
Here  we  have  the  h<Miorable  member 
for  Laanecoorie — a  man,  of  course, 
of  intellect  and  of  the  most  just 
proporticMis — who  by  his  past  has  shown 
that  he  is  capable  of  changing  fnun  time 
to  time,  not  only  his  opini<»is,  but  his  posi- 
tion in  the  House.  This  man  of  breadth 
of  intellect  and  sense  of  justioe  has  taken 
it  upon  himself  in  this  House  to  pander 
to  those  who  gave  him  his  position,  and 
to  try  to  injure  those  by  whom  he  was  op- 
posed in  what  he  supposed  to  he 
his  judicial  stand-point.  The  little 
straws     show  pi^M'^ty  GcrOgk 
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blows ;  and  the  events  in  the  poli- 
tical life  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Laanecoorie  ^ow  the  calibre  of  the  man 
for  whom  the  Prime  Minister's  self 
sacrifice  was  made.  Had  that  .h<Hi- 
orable  member  and  the  honorable  mem.- 
ber  for  Bourke  remained  with  me  <xi  the 
Royal  Commission  of  inquiry  into  the  mys- 
teries of  the  Post  and  Telegraph  Deput- 
ment,  instead  of  resigning  in  ordn*  to  save 
their  own  political  scalps  at  the  sacrifice 
of  their  leader,  they  would,  at  leaist,  have 
been  doing  some  good  for  the  country.  But 
their  present  object  in  life  is  to  save  them- 
selves at  the  sacrifice  of  the  Postal  Commis- 
sion, or,  in  reality,  the  sacrifice  of  their 
leader.  That  is  the  sort  of  ccmduct  we  have 
had  to  endure,  while  watching  the  political 
evolution  which  has  gone  on  in  this  Chamber 
and  out^de  during  the  last  few  months. 
The  honorable  member  for  Bourke  is  a 
vaunted  champion  of  Democracy  !  One  of 
the  men  whom  Democracy  would  miss ! 
Without  his  support  and  tender  care. 
Democracy  would  perish,  and  becOTie  a 
thing  of  the  past !  I  would  as  socm  trust 
a  clutch  of  chickens  near  the  nest  of  a 
sewer-rat  as  leave  the  interests  of  Demo- 
cracy in  charge  of  the  honorable  metaber 
for  Bourke.  I  say  that  without  hesitati<Mi, 
because  it  is  here,  above  all  places,  that  a 
man  should  speak  that  which  is  in  him. 
Then  take  the  honorable  member  for  Coria 
He  is  not  here  at  present,  but  can  any  one 
picture  him  as  the  valiant  protector  of  the 
rights  of  Democracy,  as  the  capable  advo- 
cate of  its  views,  as  the  courageous  de- 
fender of  its  principles  ?  The  honorable 
member  was  pilloried  bv  the  honorable 
member  for  Kalgoorlie  for  doing  what  no 
honorable  man  would  do,  for  refusing  to 
withdraw  a  statement  disparaging  the  re- 
putation of  a  fellow-member,  when  it  had 
been  proved  that  that  statement  was  un- 
true. His  ccmduct  in  that  matter  shows 
how  little  reliance  can  be  put  upon  him. 
Yet  he  is  another  of  those  for  whom  it  is 
said  the  honorable  member  for  Ballarat 
made  his  great  sacrifice.  The  excuse  is  a 
humiliating  one  for  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Ballarat.  The  fourth  mem- 
ber of  the  quartette — because  the  honorable 
member  for  Batman  says  that  he  was  not 
in  the  arrangement — is  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Maribymong.  He  has  upheld  the 
banner  of  Protection  in  this  State  as  long 
as  I  have  been  reading  about  Victorian 
politics ;  he  has  been  secretary  to  the  Pro- 
tectionists' Associ^ion  for  years,  and,  in 
and  out  of  seascxi,  has  appealed  for  pro- 
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tection  for  Australian  industries,  to  lay  the 
foundation  of  a  national  life  on  this  Con- 
tinent. He  is  the  accredited  founder  and 
supporter  of  the  Anti-Sweating  League. 
Not  only  has  he  taken  it  upon  himself  to 
be  the  friend  of  the  manufacturers,  with  a 
view  to  opening  up  the  industries  of  this 
country ;  he  has  also  posed  as  the  friend 
of  the  toilers,  who,  by  the  sweat  of  their 
brows,  produce  the  needs  of  our  civiliza- 
tion. The  honorable  member  was  going  to 
put  a  stop  to  sweating.  He  was  going  to 
remove  the  terrible  conditions  which  are  a 
blot  upon  our  civilization.  But  to-day,  the 
protector  of  the  sweater  is  cheek  by  jowl 
with  the  representatives  of  those  who  are 
responsible  for  sweating,  and  derive  their 
inctmies  frc«n  the  toil  of  the  men  whc»e 
professed  champion  the  honorable  member 
for  Maribyrn(Hig  is.  What  an  aruMnalqxis 
and  what  a  trait(»ous  position  does  he  oc- 
cupy !  ThCTe  are  some  men  for  whroe 
counterpart  one  has  to  go  back  to  the  civi- 
lization of  the  ancient  world.  For  the 
honorable  (member,  I  find  no  counterpart 
nearer  than  the  Roman  Emperor  Nero, 
who,  it  is  said,  fiddled  when  Rcane  was 
burning.  He  was  the  persecutor  of  those 
who  were  struggling  for  life,  for  freed{Hii, 
and  for  liberty.  Nero  was  known  among 
those  whom  he  persecuted  by  the  mystic 
figures  "6  6  6  "  which,  as  honorable 
members  who  have  read  the  Apocalypse  are 
aware,  is  understood  to  be  the  mark  of 
the  Beast.  The  honorable  member  smiles 
contentedly,  as  Nero  did,  when  those 
whose  interests  he  should  protect  are  being 
injured  and  destroyed.  While  professing 
to  be  the  champion  of  the  down-trodden, 
he  has  really  been  fighting  for  himself, 
and  has  sacrificed  the  interests  of  those 
whom  he  swore  to  protect,  handing  them 
over  to  their  enanies.  This  is  a  bitter  re- 
proach to  one  whan,  it  was  said,  was  "  as 
good  as  a  Labour  man."  When  a  taan 
will  sacrifice  his  good  name,  his  principles, 
and  the  interests  of  the  struggling  toilers 
at  the  loom,  at  the  bench,  and  else- 
where to  benefit  himself,  there  is  no 
hope  for  his  salvatiMi.  Not  even 
the  sacrifice  of  the  Prime  Minister  will 
save  hite  from  the  doom  which  awaits 
him.  What  will  the  people  say  of  his  con- 
duct ?  They  are  the  final  arbiters.  How 
will  they  justify  the  sacrifice  which  was 
made  by  the  Prime  Minister?  How  will 
they  deal  with  this  famous  quartette : 
honorable  members  for  Bourke,  Laaneooorie, 
Maribyrraxig,  and  Corio?/^WiUikey  sav 
that  they  were  wo^V^fvtWSdb^(!^made 
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on  their  behalf?  In  my  opinion,  when  they 
come  to  be  weighed  in  the  balance,  they 
will  be  found  wanting,  and  will  be  cast 
into  outer  darkness,  as  no  longer  essential 
to  the  public  life  of  this  country.  It  is 
well  that  the  public  should  know  how  we 
stand  in  this  House.  I  am  content  to  make 
plain  my  views  once  and  for  all  on  the  pre- 
sent situation.  The  Prime  Minister  is  the 
idol  of  the  Victorian  Protectionists  and  of 
the  Age — which  has  dominated  politics  in 
this  State  for  many  years — not  because  of 
what  he  is,  but  because  of  the  gift  of 
speech  with  which  he  has  been  endowed. 
His  ^reat  asset— and  it  is  for  this  that  he 
has  been  sought  bv  one  partv  after  another 
— is  not  his  wealth  of  principle,  but  his 
marvellous  powers  of  oratory,  his  silver- 
tongued  speech,  with  which  he  can  charm 
and  captiv.ite  the  people  wlio  listen  to  him. 
The  first  Government  of  the  Commonwealth 
was  a  Government  of  kings.  We  had  on 
the  Treasury  bench  the  right  honorable 
member  for  Swan,  the  king  of  Western 
Australia;  the  late  Charles  Cameron  King- 
ston, the  king  of  South  Australia,  and  the 
hero  of  many  fights;  Sir  George  Turner, 
the  man  who  sat  on  the  Treasury  chest 
until  he  wore  out  the  seat  of  his  pants, 
lest  so  much  as  a  penny  should  be  taken 
frorr.  it.  He  made  his  reputation  by  sitting 
tight,  not  by  what  he  did.  Although  he 
was  named  Turner,  he  could  not  be  turned 
from  his  purposes,  or  turned  off  the  Trea- 
sury chest.  For  his  action  in  sitting  on 
that  chest,  he  was  regarded  as  the  saviour 
of  the  State.  It  fell  to  his  lot  to  have  to 
try  to  m.ike  good  the  damage  done  bv  the 
class  whose  representatives  formerly  sat  on 
the  Opposition  cross  benches  of  this  Cham- 
i»er.  He  wished  to  extricate  the  country  from 
the  troubles  which  befel  it  as  the  result  of 
the  extraordinary  corruption  and  unspeak- 
able mismanagement  which  occurred  when 
they  had  control  of  Victorian  politics.  For 
refusing  to  make  the  smallest  contribution 
fr<Mn  the  Treasury,  he  was  hailed  as  a 
hero ;  but  he  had  to  withstand  the  persistent 
attempts  made  to  despoil  Victoria  by  those 
wiiowere  then  trying  to  control  its  destinies. 
I  speak  of  tlie  landlords,  the  privi- 
leged classes,  the  Employers'  Union — the 
men  who  are  trying  to-day  to  rule  the  des- 
tinies of  Australia.  Sir  George  Turner, 
however,  when  Premier  of  this  State,  had 
the  courage  to  say  to  these  men:  "You  have 
availed  yourselves  of  the  Treasun,-  until 
you  have  brought  the  State  almost  to  the 
verge  of  insolvency,  and  I  refuse  to  allow 
you  to  bring  about  its  utter  destruction." 
.\mong  the  kings,  then,  who  sat  on  the 
3ir.  Webster. 


Treasury  Bench  when  this  Parliament  first 
opened  was  the  king  of  Victoria  

Mr.  Agar  Wynne. — Is  the  honorable 
member  referring  to  the  honorable  member 
for  Darwin — Mr.  King  O'Malley? 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— No;  be  is  not  the 
king  of  Victoria — he  is  the  "  Victorious 
King."  In  addititxi  to  the  kings  I  have 
named,  we  had  in  the  first  Federal  Go- 
vernment the  honorable  member  for  Hume, 
who  defeated  "  George  I."  in  New  South 
Wales,  and  practically  deprived  him  of  his 
kingd(Kn.  The  hcmorable  member  also  be- 
came a  king  in  the  first  Federal  CatHnet, 
which  ccxnprised  a  sufficient  nund^  of  law- 
3ers  to  ruin  any  country. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — It  was  a  case  of  rex  tt 
lex. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber possesses  so  wide  a  knowledge  that 
there  will  be  no  redempticm  for  him  on  the 
day  of  judgment — wboi  he  is  called  upon 
<Hice  more  to  face  the  electo»'s.  I  admit 
that  the  first  Federal  Ministry  included  a 
number  of  men  of  high  intellectual  attain- 
ments and  with  strong  proclivities  for  place 
and  power.  There  were  so  many  kings  in 
it  that  a  medium  was  required,  and  was 
obtained  in  the  form  of  the  h(Xiorable  gen- 
tleman who  is  at  the  head  of  the  present 
Government.  It  was  to  fall  to  his  lot  to 
apply  the  silver  ointment  necessary  to 
soothe  the  disturbing  elemwts  of  the  Catn- 
net.  Many  a  time,  I  am  told,  did  the 
honorable  gentleman,  by  means  of  his  per- 
suasive powers,  his  anuability  and  aSz- 
bility,  save  the  kings  of  the  Cabinet  from 
slaying  each  other  and  doing,  injury  to  the 
Commonwealth.  The  present  Treasurw 
has  been  endeavouring  ever  since  he  en- 
tered the  Federal  Parliament  to  oust  the 
kings  with  whom  he  has  been  surrounded. 
As  "  Emperor  of  the  West  "  he  was  not  ac- 
customed to  have  about  him  men  who 
claimed  equal  rights,  and  he  desired  now 
to  become  «npen>r  of  Australia.  He  suc- 
ceeded very  well  in  his  vatk.  The  first 
king  that  he  drove  out  of  the  first  Federal 
Ministry  was  one  of  the  noblest,  most  hon- 
orable, and  hard-working  men  who  hai-e 
ever  assumed  Ministerial  responsibility.  I 
refer  to  the  late  Mr.  C.  C.  Kingston.  The 
honorable  member  for  Hume  practically 
charges  the  present  Treasurer  with  having 
driven  that  honorable  member  from  the 
Ministry  that  he  adorned  so  well  and  for 
which  he  worked  so  hard  as  to  sacrifice  his 
health,  and  ultimately  his  life.  Mr.  King- 
ston was  driven  out  of  ^^-Q\^i>K$  bv  men 
who  were  not  iBeit'ie^  itttfta^ygltoots,  and 
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the  future  of  Australia  under  such  men  is 
not  too  promising.    Continuing  our  review 
of  the  history  of  the  Federal  Parliament, 
we  next  find  the  present  Prime  Minister 
playing  fast  and  loose  with  the  Labour 
party  and  the  Reid  party.    The  honoraUe 
member  killed  the  first  Labour  Government 
— he  assures  us  that  he  did  so  by  accident ; 
he  tells  us  that  he  did  not  know  that  the 
amendment  moved,  and  which    was  re- 
sponsible for  the  displacement  of  the  Wat- 
son Government,  was  "  loaded."    Such  a 
plea  does  no  credit  to  his  intelligence.  He 
aimed  a  poisoned  arrow  at  the  Watson  Go- 
vernment and  brought  it  down.    Then  we 
find  him  bringing  about  the  Reid-McLean 
Administraticxi.    He  was  not  prepared  to 
enter  the  camp  of  the  enemy,  but  he  sent 
into  it  Mr.  Allan  McLean  and  Sir  George 
Turner,  two  members  of  his  own  party. 
In  that  way,  acting,  I  suppose,  in  collusion 
with  the  present  Treasurer,  he  rid  himself 
of  another  *' king."     Sir  George  Turner, 
although  a  sick  man,  entered  the  Reid- 
McLean  Administration  at  the  earnest  re- 
quest of  the  honorable  member  for  Balla- 
rat.      Instead  of  entering  that  Coalition 
Goremment  himself,   the  present  Prime 
Minister  stood  as  sentinel  between  the 
Labour  party  and  the  Reid-McLean  party. 
He  watched  the  political  barometer.  He 
still   acted   as  the  medium   between  the 
ins "  and  the  "outs,"  or  as  the  me- 
dium  between   the   Democrats   and  the 
Conservatives.  He  was  determined  to  make 
or  unmake   Governments,   whichever  best 
suited  his  political  piu-poses.  Ultimately  he 
drove  a  political  stiletto  up  to  the  hilt  into 
the  men  whom  he  had  persuaded  to  join 
the  first  Coalition.     Again  he  said  that 
he  did  not  know  that  the  political  stiletto 
that  he  levelled  at  the  Reid-McLean  Ad- 
ministration was  pcHSoned,  but  he  proved 
his  ability  to  use  such  an  instrument  by 
getting  behind  the  Government,  in  which  he 
was  too  much  of  a  coward  to  take  a  place, 
and  stabbing  it  to  the  death.     We  need 
no  proof  of  this  statement.     It  is  a  mat- 
ter of  history,  and  that  history  if  written 
without  political  bias  should  be  sufficient 
to  irHluce  the  people  to   give   an  over- 
whelming verdict  for  our  party.    We  find 
the  honwable  member  coming  back  to  the 
Liberal  camp,  and  rejmning  the  little  party 
of  which  the  honorable  member  for  Hume 
had  been  the  saviour.    The  Labour  party, 
after  some  months  of  useless  Opposititm, 
hampered  to  some  extent  by  the  combina- 
tion then  on  this  side  of  the  Houje,  and 
very  anxious  to  do  something  for  those 


wha  had  returned  then,  determined  once 
more  to  support  the  honorable  member  for 
Ballarat  and  his  party.     I  do  not  say 
that  we  acted  as  wisely  as  we  might  have 
done,  but  we  took  the  wily  course  open  to 
us,  as  men  having  some  regard  for  the  in- 
terests of  the  people.     The  occupants  of 
the  Treasury  bench  at  that  time — in  1905 
— were  the  Conservative  reactionaries,  the 
enemies  of  the  people  who  occupy  them  to- 
day, and  the  Labour  party,  knowing  they 
could  hope  for  nothing  from  such  men,  as- 
sisted to  oust  them  from  office,  and  to 
put  the   Deakin   Government   in  power. 
The  honorable  member  for  Ballarat  an- 
swered to  the  call  of  the  party,  which  had 
so  long  supported  him,  that  he  should  do 
something  for  the  people.     We  desired 
the  industrial  conditions  of  the  people  to 
be  improved,  and  that  they  should  not 
be  subjected  to  the  disabilities  under  which 
Ihe   people   of  other   countries  labour. 
We  asked,  not  merely  for  protection  for 
the   manufacturer — not   merely   for  that 
which  the  honorable  member  for  Bourke 
and  those  associated  with  him  at  the  time 
sought — but  for  the  new  Protection.  We 
were  the  first  to  advance  the  view  that  true 
Protection  meant  the  protection,  not  only 
of  the  manufacturer,  but  of  the  men  who 
work  for  him,  and  of  the  consumer.  We 
held  that  the  consumer  should   he  pro- 
tected from  the  impositions  of  middlemen 
and  rings.     The  present  Prime  Minister 
indorsed  the  principle  that  we  laid  down, 
and  we  were  induced  by    the  Attorney- 
General  in  the  Deakin  Govemm«it  to  sup- 
port a  Bill  which  they  introduced,  provid- 
ing for  the  imposition  of  certain  Exdse 
duties  by  which  it  was  proposed  to  im- 
prove the  position  of  the  workers  in  the 
agricultural    implement-makini;  industry. 
That  Bill  became  law,  but  it  was  not  sym- 
pathetically administered  by  those  who  had 
fathered  it,  merely  that  they  might  con- 
tinue to  hold  office.     After  some  mwiths 
of  negligent   and   vacillating  administra- 
tion the  validity  of  the  Act  was  tested  by 
the  employers,  who  appealed  to  the  High 
Court,  with  the  lesult  that  we  fouriiJ  we 
had  been  fooled  once  more  by  the  lawyers, 
as  people  have  been  fooled  by  members 
of  that   profession  [Nractically   since  the 
dawn  of  civilization. 

Mr.  Glynn. — Sc»ne  of  us  said  at  the 
time  that  the  Act  would  not  stand. 

Mr.  WEBSTER— I  know  that  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Angas,  while  in  Oppo- 
sition, naturally,  as  a  lawyer,  opposed  the 
then  Government.     We  ail  know  that  a 
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lawyer  can  take  any  side,  and  as  a  lawyer 
he  had  no  alternative  but  to  oppose  the 
Government's  measures.  It  is  the  law,  the 
custom,  the  religion  of  the  lawyer  to  oppose 
the  other  man. 

Mr.  Glynn. — One's  choice  of  sides  is 
onlv  fettered  when  one  is  paid. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— Does  not  the  honor- 
jbble  member  regard  the  high  and  honorable 
position  which  he  has  won  by  his  conduct 
in  this  House  as  payment  for  what  he  has 
done,  or  does  he  regard  it  as  a  sacrifice? 
To  the  man  who  fights  for  one  side  or  the 
other  when  he  is  paid,  it  becomes  a  custom 
and  a  habit,  and  when  he  tells  me  that  he 
can  always  fight  for  the  right  side  when 
he  is  not  paid,  he  asks  me  to  believe  some- 
tMng  that  is  very  difficult  to  swallow.  I 
admit  that  there  are  degrees  of  lawyers. 
Some  are  worse  than  others,  but  I  never 
met  a  good  one  yet.  The  nearest  approach 
to  a  good  lawyer  is  the  man  who  spoke  last 
night,  and  he  was  a  ' '  wise ' '  lawyer. 

Mr.  Storrer. — He  would  make  a  good 
Judge. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— He  would.  He 
would  act  from  a  sense  of  justice,  apart 
frran  law,  and  administer  justice  according 
to  the  dictates  of  common  sense,  and  not  be 
giuded  only  by  the  musty,  crumbling  laws 
of  prejudiced  Parliaments. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — The  honorable  mem- 
her  is  very  rough  on  the  hcmorable  membt  r 
for  West  Sydney. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  am  no  respecter  of 
pers(Hi5  when  dealing  with  principles.  I 
have  never  sacrificed  my  principles  to  sa\e 
my  scalp,  and  never  will.  I  shall  not 
study  my  language,  even  to  suit  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Bourke,  or  the  honorable 
member  for  West  Sydney.  When  the  Arbi- 
tration Bill  was  before  the  New  South 
Wales  Parliament,  I  fought  strenuously 
against  the  inclusion  of  lawyers  in  the 
affairs  of  our  people.  That  was  the  first 
opportunity  I  got  to  show  my  antipathy  to 
the  presence  of  the  legal  element,  and  I 
protested  most  strongly  at  every  possible 
stage  against  our  industrial  organizations 
being  handed  over  to  the  tender  mercies  ot 
that  profession.  I  have  fought  against  it  in 
this  House,  and  will  always  do  so,  because 
I  believe  that  in  the  legal  profession  there 
exists  the  element  which  has  been  respon- 
sible for  keeping  back  all  progressive  legis- 
lation throughout  history.  I  shall  not 
cringe  to  any  element  in  society,  to  any 
elemeit  in  my  own  party,  or  to  any  element 
in  politics.  I  have  read  a  good  deal  of  the 
history  of  the  world,  and  I  can  say,  with 


almost  absolute  truth,  that  you  will  find  no 
Parliament,  at  any  time  ot  anywhere, 
headed  by  a  lawyer,  which  has  left  any 
lasting  reforms  in  the  interests  of  the  pec^le 
on  the  statute-book. 

Mr.  Glynn. — I  am  afraid  the  h<HH»:able 
member  has  not  read  much  of  American,  or 
even  Briti^  history. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— It  may  be  a 'mat- 
ter of  degree  as  to  what   the  honoraWe 
member  considers  beneficial  or  otherwise. 
But,  befOTe  the  appearance  of  the  Labour  | 
party,  what  measures  benefiting  the  people 
were  placed  on  the  statute-book  in  England 
or  elsewhere?    1  remember  the  conditians 
in  the  Old  Countr^y  when  I  was  a  boy, 
when  I  was  learning  what  little  politics 
I  then  knew  by  watching  my  fath^,  and  i 
reading  his  Reynold's  newspaper  for  him  | 
when  he  was  d(Mng  his  work.    I  r^nember  i 
the  position  of  the  factory  hands  in  England 
before  MacDcwiald,  Thomas  Burt,  Joseph 
Cowen,  Joseph  Arch,  and  Jesse  Ceilings 
were  returned  to  the  Imperial  Parliament. 
I  have  read  sufficient  of  history  to  know  how 
in  those  days  the  children  were  worked  to 
the  bone  in  English  factories.  Children 
of  tender  ages  were  sleeping  at  the  looms 
in  Lancashire — ^the  county  to  which  I  be- 
longed— and  fathers  and  mothers  and  child- 
ren had  all  to  go  out  together  to  earn  a 
mere  existence.    I  remember  how  the  child- 
ren had  to  slave  to  the  sacrifice  of  thcdr 
lives  and  the  detriment  of  the  nation.  I 
remember   the  chain-mak«-s    at  Cradley 
Heath,  and  the  children  that  played  in  the 
ashes  of  the  fires  from  which  their  mothers  j 
lifted  the  glowing  iron  which  they  forged  , 
into  links  for  the  chains  to  be  used  in  the  I 
realms  of    commerce.    I   remember   the  i 
heartrending,    inhuman,   barbarous  treat* 
ment  meted  out  to  the  women  and  children  | 
in  our  great  home  of  "  liberty  "  not  fifty 
years  ago.   I  remember  these  things  as  one 
of  the  people,  as  oae  who  has  toiled,  one 
who  has  sufTeied,  <Hie  who  has  fought  in 
strikes  for  the  liberty  and  freedom  that  we 
enjoy  to-day.    I,  who  feel  what  I  speak, 
and  do  not  say  what  son>e  one  else  tells  me. 
know  what  it  is  to  starve  for  the  sake  of 
principle,  and  to  be  boycotted  for  standing 
up  for  the  liberties  that  I  felt  should  te 
mine.    If  any  one  tells  me  that  I  do  not 
know  what  the  legal  profession  has  done 
for  the  people,   I  answer  unhesitatingly 
that,  generally  speaking,  no  Government 
which  has  had  a  lawyer  at  the  head  of  it 
has  given  any  far-reachniGkbemikial  legis- 
lation to  uplift  the  gt^rSidSSes  of  the 
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people.  The  Attorney -General  is  free  to 
stand  up  and  tell  the  House  his  opinions. 
He  is  not  dumb,  unless  he  is  another  sacri- 
fice— unless  he  is  under  orders  to  forego 
his  right  to  utter  the  things  that  are  in  him. 
He  knows  that  this  is  a  free  country  and  a 
free  Parliament,  or,  at  any  rate,  a  Parlia- 
ment in  which  cne  side  at  least  is  free. 
Apparently  I  cannot  say  the  same  of  the 
other  side. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — A  good  many  here  have 
had  a  say. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  admit  that  a  few 
of  the  rank  and  file  have  shown  their  in- 
dependence ;  but  I  say,  without  offence, 
that  most  of  them  are  in  the  wrong  place. 
The  very  fact  that  they  have  the  courage 
to  speak  on  an  occasi<m  like  this,  when  all 
their  ccxnrades  axe  dumb,  shows  that  they 
possess  that  element  of  independence  which 
bel<xigs  more  to  this  ade  than  to  that. 
Consequently  I  am  not  xeferring  to  than 
when  I  speak  of  the  dumb-stridEen  crowd 
that  stand  behind  the  fusion.  To  get  back 
to  that  marvellous  evolution  of  the  medium 
and  the  kings,  I  find  that  the  hcm- 
orable  monber  for  Ballarat  lured  us 
into  supporting  him  by  giving  us  I^I 
opinicHis,  with  which  I  admit  that  the  pre- 
sent Attorney -General  disagreed.  I  give 
that  gentl^an  credit  foe  acting  from  hion* 
<^able  and  manly  motives.  If  there  is  one 
blessing  that  has  fallen  upon  this  Parlia- 
ment in  the  constitution  of  the  present  Go- 
vernment it  is  the  substitution  of  the  b<Hi- 
orable  member  for  Angas  for  the  absolu- 
tely unreliable  authwity  who  was  Attorney- 
General  in  the  previous  Deakin  Govern- 
ment. That  is  one  thing  that  we  have  to 
be  grateful  for.  It  is  not  much,  I  admit, 
but  it  is  scHDething,  because  there  is  not 
much  to  be  grateful  for  in  the  present  oxn- 
bination,  or  in  what  is  likely  to  emanate 
from  it  so  far  as  the  people's  welfare  is 
<!oncerned.  The  honorat^e  member  for 
Ballarat  promised  new  Protection.  He 
said  it  was  a  good  thing  that  it  should  ap- 
ply to  the  workers.  When  the  High  Court 
declared  our  previous  attempt  to  apply  the 
principle  to  be  unconstitutional ,  because 
the  power  lay  only  with  the  States,  the 
honorable  member  for  Ballarat  agreed  that 
it  was  necessary  that  we  should  obtain  the 
power,  because  the  States  never  had  acted, 
and  never  would  act,  in  unis<xi  to  secure 
concrete  legislation  for  the  benefit  of  the 
-whole  of  the  continent.  He  agreed 
that  an  appeal  must  be  made  by 
referaidtmi  to  our  masters,  the  people. 


to  give  this  Parliament  the  power 
to  control  industrial  legislation  throughout 
the  Commonwealth.  One  would  think  that 
with  such  an  undertaking  coming  frc»n  a 
gentleman  like  the  Prime  Minister,  guided 
by  the  great  intellect  of  the  honorable 
m^ber  for  Darling  Downs,  we  were  on 
safe  ground,  and  could  rely  on  that  promise 
,  and  profession.  But,  again  our  hopes 
were  shattmd.  There  again  the  Prime 
Minister  could  not  be  moved  forward.  We 
tried  to  press  him  on,  but  be  would  not  move ; 
and  we  as  a  Labour  party  are  fOTCed  to 
hold  the  fort  until  we  can  see  a  change  for 
the  better.  With  regard  to  the  union 
label  we  thought  it  was  necessary,  in  justice 
to  the  worker  who  received  an  h<»iest  wage 
for  his  toil  under  the  laws  that  jwevailed, 
that  a  label  should  be  put  upon  the  goo'is 
that  he  produced,  so  that  they  might  be 
rect^ised  and  purchased  by  all  honest  men 
in  the  community  who  appreciated,  and 
wished  to  oicourage,  ccmditions  under 
which  they  would  like  to  work  themseh'e<i. 
We  were  advised,  once  more  by  the  gieat 
intellect  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Darling  Downs,  that  there  was  a  possibility 
under  the  Constitution  of  effective  action 
in  that  direction.  But  again  we 
were  misled  by  the  legal  subtlety,  or  the 
legal  inoxupetence,  of  tTie  Government's 
chief  adviser,  and  we  are  left  still  wailing 
for  some  reform  in  this  direction.  All  we 
got  was  the  knowledge  that  the  Constitution 
did  not  permit  us  to  do  that  kind  of  thing, 
and,  so  far  as  the  measures  of  that 
Government  were  concerned,  we  were  left 
practically  as  we  were.  All  we  did  was  to 
pass  the  Estimates  and  the  Tariff.  Those 
of  us  who  held  the  opinion  that  in  a  young 
country  like  this  it  is  necessary  to  encourage 
manufactures,  in  order  to  utilize  our  raw 
materials,  and  make  the  nation  self-reliant, 
sat  here  night  aftCT  night,  and  day  after 
day,  to  help  the  Prime  Minister  to  pass 
the  Tariff,  with  the  hope  and  promise  that 
it  would  be  made  effective  by  Prctection 
being  given  to  the  worker  and  consumer  as 
well  as  to  the  manufacturer.  But  when 
the  Protectionist  Tariff  had  been  made  law, 
at  a  great  expenditure  of  labour  and  time, 
where  did  the  Labour  party  find  themselves  ? 
We  found  ourselves  with  a  Tariff  which  has 
put  thousands  and  thousands  of  pounds 
into  the  employers'  pockets,  but  which  has 
not  benefited  the  employes  to  anything  like 
the  extent  it  should ;  and  undoubtedly  this 
lop-sided  legislation  was  passed  under  a  de- 
luaon,  so  far  as  our  pastv  ,i5,x(»icenied. 
We  trusted  the  P^iifirw^S^wm  he 
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said,  ' '  We  will  see  you  through ;  if  you 
vote  for  the  ProtectiMiist  Tariff,  we  will 
see  that  the  workers  in  the  protected  indus- 
tries receive  the  protection  to  which  they 
are  equitably  entitled  in  a  free  country." 
The  broken  pr<»nise  Is  all  that  remains. 

Mr.  Page. — We  have  not  even  a  premise 
— mly  a  Board. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— The  promise  remains,^ 
but  the  possibility  of  fulfilling  it  is,  of 
course,  absolutely  hopeless.  Our  experi- 
ence has  taught  us  that  there  is  no  use  in 
putting  trust  in  such  men,  and  we  eventu- 
ally felt  that  we  could  not  follow  any  fur- 
ther behind  the  P  rime  Minister.  We 
could  show  no  results  to  our  people  for  the 
faith  that  is  in  us,  and  we  decided  to  give 
the  Prime  Minster  notice  to  leave  the  place 
where  he  was  no  Imger  fulfilling  the  mission 
of  our  party.  The  honorable  gentleman  took 
that  notice  in  a  friendly  way.  He  practi- 
cal ly  promised  the  Labour  Government 
that,  so  long  as  their  measures  were  of  a 
Liberal  character,  he  would  give  them  his 
support ;  and  here  is  where  the  cruelty  of 
the  position  arises.  After  leading  the 
Labour  party  to  hope  that  they 
would  get  support  frcra  him,  so  long 
as  their  platform  was  Democratic  and 
progressive,  what  did  we  find  ?  The 
ink  of  the  oath  of  the  King's  represen- 
tatives was  scarcely  dry  before  the  Prime 
Minister  was  intriguing  to  bring  down  the 
labour  Government,  as  he  had  intrigued  to 
bring  down  the  Reid  Government.  He  was 
intriguing  even  before  the  ex-Prime  Minis- 
ter had  declared  his  policy  at  Gympie.  or 
had  had  any  opportunity  to  place  it  before 
the  people;  and  it  is  no  excuse  for  him  to 
say  that  he  disagreed  with  the  platform. 
We  know  how  he  had  been  fault-finding, 
and  showing  indications  of  restlessness,  and 
had  been  trying  to  fulfil  the  missicHi  laid 
«n  him  by  the  right  h(xiorable  member  for 
Swan.  For  the  third  time  he  was  gcnng 
forth  with  the  stiletto,  to  use  it  on  th(»e 
who  had  befriended  him,' or  those  wfaun  he 
professed  to  befriend — for  the  third  time 
this  denton  of  modem  politics  haunted  and 
followed  us  with  uplifted  stilieto.  We 
found  the  Prime  Minister  travelling 
throughout  this  great  continent,  even  before 
the  ex-Prime  Minister  made  his  Gympie 
speech,  and  speaking  in  an  enigmatical  way, 
as  only  he  can.  There  is  no  man  whQ 
illustrates  the  old  saying  that  words  are 
given  to.  hide  our  thoughts  more  fully  than 
the  honorable  member  for  Ballarat,  and 
no  one  could  ha^*e  succeeded  better  than 
he,  in  his  Tasmanian  speeches,  in  hiding 


his  real  intenti(»)s  under  a  muldtude  oi 
phrases.  But  nO  one  who  knows  what 
politics  are,  or  who  knows  the  Prime  Min- 
ister, could  misread  the  writing  on  the  wall, 
c»  fail  to  detect  the  underlymg  object  of 
his  missitm.  If  it  were  parliamentary  to 
do  so,  I  should  call  it  black-hearted 
treachery,  but  I  shall  not  transgress  the 
rules  of  the  House.  The  action  of  the 
Prime  Minister,  in  seeking  to  bring  about 
the  downfall  of  the  Labour  party  for  the 
second  time  does  not  justify  the  appeal  put 
forward  for  him  by  the  honorable  member 
for  Gippsland  yesterday.  That  honorable 
member  practically  says  to  those  who  are 
to  judge,  "  Forgive  him,  for  he  knows  not 
what  be  does;  he  is  only  offering  himself 
up  as  a  sacrifice  to  save  a  number  of  worth- 
less hirelings,  who  have  followed  and 
haunted  him  night  and  day  for  the  purpose 
of  saving  their  own  political  scalps." 
'*  Forgive  him,"  says  the  homn-able  member, 
who  has  worshipped  the  Prime  Minister 
as  an  idol  for  years,  "  forgive  him.  be- 
cause I  cannot  believe  that  he  would  so  act 
voluntarily ;  the  action  was  not  that  of  the 
man  we  know."  The  indictment  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Gippsland  against 
the  Prime  Minister  needs  no  addition ;  but 
the  honorable  member  shows  his  magna- 
nimity of  nature  by  asking  the  judges  to  view 
the  offence  leniently  and  mitigate  the  sen* 
tence.  The  honorable  member,  as  a  law- 
yer, knows,  however,  that,  after  the  special 
pleader  has  finished,  and  before  sentence 
is  passed,  a  Judge  asks  for  the  (lender's 
record ;  and,  in  the  present  case,  it  will  be 
proved  that  the  use  of  the  stiletto  has  not 
been  resorted  to  for  the  first  time,  but  that 
its  use  has  become  a  habit.  Under 
the  circumstances,  I  ask  the  htxiOT* 
able  member  for  Gippsland  whether 
he  can  still  plead  for  forgiveness  on 
the  ground  that  the  Pxime  Minister  has 
been  made  a  burnt  c^ering  to  save  the 
worthless  scalps  of  those  who  have  per- 
suaded him  into  his  present  position?  If 
what  the  honorable  member  for  Gippsland 
says  of  the  position  is  true,  what  are  we 
to  think  of  the  Prime  Minister — of  his 
backbtxie?  What  are  we  to  think  of  his 
mental  equilibrium?  What  are  we  to  think 
of  his  power  to  judge  between  that  which 
is  honorable,  and  that  which  is  dishwior- 
able  and  unholy  ?  We  are  faced  with  the 
position  that  either  the  Prime  Minister  is 
a  fool — ^and  I  do  not  take  him  for  one — 
or  he  is  not ;  and  if  he  is  not,  then  be  is 
not  a  sacrifice.  As  I  sfid,,befcfff,^be  is  a 
man   whose  ia^<'''fl^e^Hi9^Si!Si  seen 
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in  .Australia.  The  honorable  member  for 
Parramatta,  when  he  sat  in  Opposition 
studying  the  physiognomy  of  the  Prime 
Minister,  and  the  mental  gymnastics  be  was 
capable  of,  used  to  say—"  By  Jove,  the 
Prime  Minister  is  a  deep  character;  he  is 
a  man  who  has  a  double  persraiality;  on 
the  surface  he  is  amiable,  suave,  affable, 
kind,  and  obliging^  with  evo'y  attribute  of 
a  gentleman ;  but,  underneath  the  mask  of 
affability,  there  is  a  nature  which  is  abso- 
lutely unrelenting  and  deadly  in  its  bitter- 
ness and  hatred,  and  which  gives  no  quarter 
to  men  who  stand  in  his  path."  It  is  the 
second  personality  that  we  have  seen  operat- 
ing since  the  commencement  of  this  Par- 
liament, though  we,  in  the  House,  and  the 
public  outside,*  cmly  notice  the  genial  smil- 
ing face  of  the  great  man  who  has  led 
Governments,  and  been  the  medium 
of  others  he  has  not  led.  When  we  could 
get  no  further,  we  asked  the  Prime  Minister 
to  quit,  and  he  then  became,  as  in  like  cir- 
cumstances before,  the  medium.  I  ask 
honorable  members  to  note  the  peculiar 
position  that  the  Prime  Minister  has 
occupied  throughout  his  Federal  political 
life.  I  shall  not  enter  into  his  career  as 
a  State  politician,  nor  touch  on  his  private 
life;  the  latter  !  regard  as  sacred.  But 
of  his  Federal  publk:  life,  I  have  the  right 
to  speak,  and  what  I  say  is  not  pers(»ial, 
but  merely  coaunent  on  a  public  man  in  a 
public  position.  The  Prime  Minister  .was 
a  medium  in  the  first  Government  between 
the  kings  who  occupied  the  Treasury 
benches,  and  the  Labour  party ;  then 
a  medium  between  the  Reid  Govern- 
ment and  his  own  party ;  then  be- 
tween the  Labour  party  and  the  "bridge 
builders;"  and  then  betwe«i  the  gathering 
fragments  of  a  split  party,  when  he  fonned 
the  Government  whidi  preceded  the  Labour 
Government  After  using  the  stiletto  three 
times  in  successicm,  and,  driving  it  into  the 
hearts  of  those  he  had  prcHnised  to  support, 
we  find  him  to-day,  cheek  by  jowl,  with 
the  men,  who,  according  to  tiie  honorable 
member  for  Gippsland,  his  whole  life  has 
been,  practically,  sacrificed  in  opposing. 
In  the  first  Parliament,  the  Treasury 
Ijench  was  occupied  by  the  kings  of  the 
"States,  men  who  had  made  reputations — 
whether  good  or  bad  I  shall  not  say — which 
brought  than  into  Federal  politics.  After 
the  many  changes  I  have  depicted— after 
the  unexampled  experiences  which  are 
-written  on  the  pages  of  the  hist^  of  this 
Parliament — ^we  find  the  Prime  Minister 
still  a  medium.    He  acted  as  medium  all 


through  the  i&xss  to  bring  this  fusion 
about — the  medium  betwem  the  hon- 
orable member  fox  Parramatta  and 
the  other  parties  to  the  arrangement. 
It  was  he  who  brought  this  trinity  of  rem- 
nants together,  maldng  them  three  in  one 
and  one  in  three.  It  was  he  who  w<»ked 
incessantly  towards  the  attaiimient  of 
this  end.  But  only  as  the  medium, 
not  as  the  man  who  was  to  benefit 
by,  it.  When  the  Government  was 
formed,  we  found  him  in  his  true  posi- 
tion. According  to  the  honorable  monber 
for  Gippsland,  he  is  a  Prime  Minister  with- 
out an  office,  a  man  in  power  who  is  with- 
out power,  a  medium  through  whom  others 
speak.  N<MninalIy  be  holds  the  highest  posi- 
tion in  the  C(»nm(»i wealth,  and  yet  be  can- 
not sign  his  name  to  any  departmental  docu- 
ment. Surely  this  is  the  last  act  in  the 
tragedy  I  What  are  we  coming  to  when 
we  have  a  Prime  Minister  without  a  p(»t- 
folio  and  without  power?  What  will  the 
country  oxne  to  with  a  figurehead  for  a 
Prime  Minister,  behind  whom  others  are 
fighting,  because  they  dare  not  fight 
openly  ?  Others  are  using  the  honorable 
gentleman.  The  Conservatives  know  that 
at  the  next  election  they  would  have  no 
chance  of  success  in  Victoria  without  his  aid, 
and  would  be  absolutely  annihilated.  They 
hold  him  where  he  is,  saying :  "  For  God's 
sake  stand  by  us."  "  What  shall  we  do  to 
be  saved.  We  must  keep .  Deakin  in  the 
front,  no  matter  what  his  faults  may  be." 
His  attainments  are  so  great,  his  mesmeric 
power  so  wonderful,  his  magnetic  influence 
so  potent  in  the  realm  of  politics,  that 
they  have  pleaded  with  him  to  remain.. 

Mr.  Batchelok. — They  are  absolutely  at 
their  last  ditch. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  am  about  to  show 
that  that  is  so.  The  medium  is  going  to  be 
exposed.  Until  now  there  has  not  been  an 
exposure ;  but  the  day  of  exposure  is  at 
hand.  The  writing  is  on  the  wall ;  the 
proof  of  what  I  am  saying  lies  in  the  fact 
that  the  Prime  Minister  is  merely  the 
medium  through  whom  other  men  speak 
and  act.  He  has  accepted  a  position  which 
is  humiliating,  if  not  degrading.  In  the 
mother  of  Parliaments,  in  the  hcnne  of 
liberty,  ne^-er  has  a  Prime  Minister  been 
without  a  portfolio.  Prime  Ministers  in 
the  British  Parliament  always  occupy  one 
of  the  highest  and  most  responsible  posi- 
tions under  the  Crown.  Gladsttme  fre- 
quently kept  the  Seal  of  the  Privy  Coundl 
or  was  Chanoellcff  of  tl»  Exchequer.  The 
highest  poMtion  in  tb^'^Gbvernro'iitt  belongs 
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to  the  Prime  Minister,  and  in  England 
whoever  has  filled  that  positiwi  has  never 
dirked  its  responsibilities.  For  the  first 
time  in  the  history  of  the  English  race  and 
of  British  Parliaments,  we  find  a  Prime 
Minister  degrading  his  position  by  brinf^ng 
it  down  to  one  of  humble  servitude,  and 
leaving  himself  without  power.  He  has  set 
a  precedent  which,  to  my  mind,  is  aUKurent 
to  one's  soise  of  what  is  right,  and  may 
iqflict  great  injury  on  the  future  welfare  of 
the  Commcmwealth.  Why  is  the  hon(H:able 
member  for  Ballarat  put  in  the  frwit?  Of 
course,  he  has  been  behind  so  often  that  it 
is  about  time  that  he  appeared  in  the  front. 
But  he  has  been  put  there  because  those 
who  act  with  him  could  not  trust  behind 
them  a  man  who  has  used  the  stiletto  so 
often  as  he  has  done 

Mr.  Agar  Wynne. — What  portfolio  does 
the  present  Prime  Minister  of  England 
hold  ?  I  think  that  the  honorable  member 
is  wrong  in  saying  that  the  English  Prime 
Minister  always  holds  a  portfolio. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— It  is  not  fair,  when 
I  am  dealing  with  another  matter,  for  hon- 
orable mencbers  to  expect  roe  to  answer  off- 
hand a  question  like  that.  It  looks  like  a 
lawyer's  trick  to  upset  me. 

Mr.  Agar  Wynne. — It  seems  to  me  that 
the  honorable  member  has  been  using  a 
trick  to  brittle  the  Prime  Minister  of  the 
Commonwealth.  I  believe  that  the  present 
Prime  Minister  'of  England  holds  no  pcnt- 
folio. 

Sir  Philip  Fysh. — It  has  happened  again 
and  again  in  Australia  that  Premiers  have 
not  held  portfolios. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— It  is  remarkable  bow 
the  old  campaigners  trv  to  bluff  the  new 
men  in  the  House.  No  doubt  they  think 
that  we  are  easily  put  aside.  Lawyers  are 
always  ready  to  interject,  in  order  to  turn 
aside  an  effective  attack. 

Mr.  Agar  Wynne. — The  honorable  man- 
ber  is  wrong  in  referring  to  me  as  a  lawyer. 
I  am  not  now  in  practice. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— Once  a  lawyer  always 
a  lawyer.  A  lawyer  cannot  change  his 
character,  any  more  than  a  leopard  can 
(Change  his  spots.  I  have  heard  of  the  con- 
version of  lawyers;  but  I  have  never  be- 
lieved in  it.  I  would  rather  believe  that 
the  Chinese  can  be  converted  than  that  a 
lawyer  can  be  brought  into  the  paths  of 
rectitude.  I  was  dealihg  with  the  position 
of  the  hcKiorable  member  for  Balfarat 
when  head  of  this  cwnbinaticm. 

Mr.  King  O'Malley.— This  abomina- 
tion ! 


Mr.  WEBSTER.— The  people  will 
think  it  an  abomination.  The  time  is  com- 
ing when  it  will  be  exposed.  Why  have 
the  New  South  Wales  representatives  put 
the  honorable  member  for  Ballarat  in 
front?  Why  has  not  the  honorable  mein- 
ber  for  Parramatta  talwn  the  lead? 

Mr.  Batchelor. — ^He  could  not  get  it. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  think  that  at  one 
stage  he  could  have  got  it.  The  reason 
why  he  is  not  in  the  lead  is  that  he  is 
not  trusted  in  his  own  State. 

Mr.  BowDEN. — That  is  not  so. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  say,  without  hesi- 
taticm,  that  he  knows  that  if  the  party  went 
to  the  country  with  him  at  its  bead,  it 
would  be  annihilated.  It  could  not  stand 
against  the  people's  wrath.  * 

Mr.  Fuller. — No  politician  is  held  in 
greater  estimation  in  New  South  Wales 
than  is  the  honcwable  member  for  Parra- 
matta. 

Mr.  WEBSTER-— The  honorable  mem- 
ber is  always  a  wtHshipper  of  those  to 
whcMn  he  is  closdy  attached.  It  is  a  weak- 
ness with  hite,  laudable,  and  yet  deplor- 
able. 

Mr.  Fuller. — I  can  admire  ability  in 
another,  which  is  more  than  the  h(»K>rabIe 
member  can  do. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  wish  there  were 
ability  to  admire  in  the  honorable  member. 

Mr.  Fuller. — Why  cannot  the  honor* 
able  member  get  away  from  persmalities? 

Mr.  WEBSTER— I 'am  dealing  with 
the  party  leaders,  and  referred  to  the  hon- 
orable member  only  because  he  interjected. 

Mr.  F  uller  . — The  h<morable  member 
would  do  better  if  he  kept  away  from  per- 
scHialities  altogether. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— Here  is  another 
lawyer  trying  to  draw  me  off  the  track! 
I  say,  without  hesitation,  that  the  honor- 
able member  for  Parramatta  was  not  made 
leader  of  the  cOtnbination  for  ^  reason  I 
have  givai,  and  that  the  luHiorable  member 
for  Ballarat  was  put  in  front  because  his 
companions  would  not  trust  him  in  the  rear. 

Mr.  Fuller. — That  is  not  so. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Ballarat  is  known  to  have  used  the 
stiletto  three  times  already  on  men  whose 
friend  he  professed  to  be,  and  his  present 
companions  were  afraid  that,  if  they  did  not 
put  him  in  front,  he  would  act  similarly  to- 
wards them.  If  the  honorable  member  for 
Parramatta  led  the  party  in  New  South 
Wales,  the  results  would  be  terrible  for 
it.    He  is  a  renegade.  vry'r 

Mr.  BowDEN. — That  is  absolt^  rot. 
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Mr.  WEBSTER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber is  the  shadow  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Pairamatta.  He  succeeded  him  in 
the  representati<Mi  of  the  Nepean  district 
when  his  leader  moved  to  a  safer  consti- 
tuoicy,  and  is  under  great  obligations  to 
hitn.  Again,  we  have  a  lawyer  trying  to 
mislead,  and  to  take  me  away  irom  the 
thread  of  my  argument.  I  have  had  to 
suffer  interruptions  of  this  kind  in  the 
State  House,  here,  and  in  the  Courts  of 
law,  so  that  I  am  bec(xning  used  to  the 
methods  and  practices  of  the  lawyers. 

Mr.  Fuller. — The  honorable  mermber's 
practices  are  not  particularly  pood. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.  —  My  attacks  are 
honest. 

Mr.  Fuller.  —  From  the  honorable 
member's  point  of  view. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— How  could  I  speak 
from  the  point  of  view  of  the  hcmorable 
lumber  for  Illawarra  ?  I  have  never  sat 
on  two  rails  at  ones. 

Mr.  BowDEN.— The  honorable  member 
has  sat  on  a  rail  often  enough. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— God  forbid  that _  I 
should  ever  be  able  to  speak  with  the  voice 
of  those  who  have  betrayed  their  prin- 
ciples. 

Mr.  Fuller. — High  political  morality  is 
only  to  be  found  in  the  Labour  party  !  No 
cme  else  can  be  politically  b(mest ! 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— Whenever  you  strike 
a  man  on  a  tender  spot,  he  calls  you  a 
coward,  even  though'  he  may  have  provoked 
the  attack. 

Mr.  BowDEN. — ^The  honorable  monber 
is  howling  because  he  has  been  hurt. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— If  the  newly  made 
Minister  of  Home  Affairs  has  anything  to 
sav  in  defence  of  himself,  he  will  have 
an  opportunity  to  say  it  when  I  have  con- 
cluded mv  remarks.  I  hope,  therefore, 
that  he  will  not  interrupt  me.  I  am  respon- 
«ble  for  what  I  say.    He  is  not. 

Mr.  Fuller. — The  honorable  member 
made  a  personal  reference  to  me. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  am  ready  to  em- 
phasize what  I  have  said.  I  shall  not 
shirk  my  duty.  The  man  who  takes  his 
oath  to  defend  his  country  must  be  pre- 
pared to  shoot,  even  his  brother,  if  he  finds 
him  in  the  ranks  of  the  enemy.  It  is  the 
same  in  politics.  We  are  fighting  fot  the 
liberties  of  the  people,  and  the  principles 
which  we  espouse,  and,  if  we  saw  our 
dearest  friend,  or  even  a  brother,  in  the 
ranks  of  the  opposition,  we  should  have  to 
put  aside  our  feelings  and  attack  him. 
The  honorable  member's  interjections  will 


not  prevent  me  from  finishing  what  I  have 
to  say.  The  reason  why  the  honorable 
member  for  Ballarat  is  the  medium  be- 
tween the  crowd  opposite  and  the  Govern- 
ment, between  the  Conservatives  and  the 
late  Oppositiffli,  between  the  remnants  of 
the  Liberal  party  and  the  people, 
and  between  the  ■  renegade  representa- 
tives of  New  South  Wales  and  their 
electors,  is  that  those  who  have  chosen 
him  as  their,  leader  hope,  by  6caag  so»  to 
save  their  political  scalps.  In  proof  of 
my  statement  let  me  state  this :  The  other 
day  the  great  Liberal  Reform  party  of 
New  South  Wales  met  to  set  its  bouse  in 
order,  to  appoint  its  general,  and  to  give  its 
staff  instructiwis  for  the  coming  oMiflict. 
The  honorable  member  for  North  Sydn^ 
was  then  put  in  the  fr<mt,  the  excuse  b^g 
made  that  the  .Minister  o£  Defence  could 
not  be  president,  because  he  is  too 
much  occupied  in  D^artmental  work. 
I  can  only  say  that  that  is  not  the  truth. 

Mr.  Fuller. — ^It  is  the  truth. 

Mr.  WEBSTER— The  real  reason  is 
that  the  honorable  member  for  North  Syd- 
ney will  oxitinue  to  hold  the  respect  of  the 
people  of  New  South  Wales  as  a  man,  and 
that  the  other  man  will  not.  Mark  the  cun- 
nmg!  Mark  the  hand  of  Joseph  all  the 
time.  The  hcmorable  member  for  Paira- 
matta is  afraid  to  face  the  people  as  the 
legitimate  leader  of  his  party. 

Mr.  BowDEN. — He  is  its  leader  now. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— He  puts  the  Prime 
Minister  in  front  to  act  as  a  buffer  between 
him  and  the  people  of  Victra-ia,  and  he  uses 
the  hqporable  member  for  North  Sydney 
as  a  buffer  between  himself  and  the  people 
of  New  South  Wales. 

Mr.  BowDEN. — That  is  not  so. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— This  point  needs  to 
be  laid  bare.  We  must  let  the  people  Imow 
that  the  Prime  Minister  is  merely  the  me- 
dium through  which  the  reactionaries  speak 
to  th«n  ;  that  he  is  so  used  rnily  because  of 
his  great  orattmcal  powers,  his  magnetic 
influence,  and  his  mesmeric  effect  upon  an 
audience.  They  know  that  the  honorable 
f^ntleman  has  not  yet  lost  those  charac- 
teristics that  hare  made  him,  rightly  or 
wrongly,  what  he  is  to-day,  and  the  Conser- 
vative party  shelter  behind  him  in  order  to 
hide  from  the  people  the  real  men  who  are 
trying  to  obtain  power.  I  have  never  read 
in  political  history  of  a  leader  occupying 
such  a  position.  It  is  a  position  that  is 
humiliating  to  the  Prime  Minister;  it  is  a 
regrettable  episode  in  thexareer  ^  an  able 
man.    The  otfiartizeAiftits'ftQEl^oalition 
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are  simply  firing  frcxn  behind  the  hedge. 
The  hcHiorable  member  for  Farramatta  dare 
not  lead  in  the  actual  fight,  and  dare  not 
declare  that  he  is  the  real  head 
of  the  Government.  Why  is  this  so?  It 
is  because  the  honorable  gentleman,  who 
used  to  be  known  as  "  Joseph  with  the  coat 
of  many  colours,"  has  assumed  so  many 
shades  of  political  opinion  that  his  coat  has 
now  to  be  turned  inside  out.  Anything  is 
.pos»ble  with  men  of  that  type.  Do  hon- 
orable members  opposite  say  that  the  Min- 
ister of  Defence  can  win  the  confidence  of 
the  people  of  New  South  Wales?  If  he  can, 
there  is  no  hope  for  them.  If  his  history 
could  be  written  on  tablets  and  exhibited 
throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  this 
Continent,  so  that  all  who  cared  might  read 
— if  the  true  position  were  placed  before 
the  people — I  should  have  no  tear  of  our 
receiving  at  the  hands  of  the  people  at  the 
next  general  electicm  that  which  is  deserved 
by  men  who  are  hcmest  in  their  advocacy  of 
great  principles.  The  honorable  member 
for  Pairamatta  has  had  a  varied  caxeext 
and  I  think  it  necessary  to  refer  to  it  in 
order  that  the  people  may  know  the  man. 
We  have  him,  first  of  all,  as  a  working 
miner  who,  because  of  his  associations,  was 
encouraged  to  fight  for  the  liberty  of  the 
toilers  and  to  join  their  union,  in  order  to 
gain  for  them  concessions  to  which  they 
were  honestly  entitled.  He  became  the 
trusted  man  of  the  miners  of  Lithgow,  and 
was  elected  to  the  post  of  check-w^glunan. 
A  man  holding  such  a  position  has  to  see 
fair  play  as  between  master  and  man.  He 
has  to  see  that  the  miners  are  paid  for  what 
they  do  and  that  the  masters  do  not  cheat 
them.  To  that  hcmorable  position  he  was 
elevated  as  a  toiler  by  his  fellow -workers. 

Mr.  BowDEN. — Did  he  not  serve  them 
faithfully  ? 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  shall  tell  the  hon- 
orable member  presently.  When  the  time 
came  for  the  Democracy  of  New  South 
Wales  to  claim  their  birthright — when  the 
workers,  recognising  that  they  had  been  for 
years  deceived  by  men  who  professed  to  re- 
present tiiem,  retmned  thirty -six  men  to 
voice  their  views  in  the  State  Legislature, 
he  was  among  the  nimiber.  The  miner,  the 
check- weighman,  who  had  won  the  sym- 
pathy of  his  fellow  toilers  at  Lithgow  was 
returned  to  the  State  Parliament  as  their 
trusted  represmtative. 

Mr.  Fuller. — Did  he  not  serve  them 
well? 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  shall  come  to  that 
point  presently.    Prior  to  that,  the  h(Hior- 


able  member  bad  shown  that  he  was  a  Re- 
publican. He  was  opposed  to  roonaidiial 
instituti(His.  He  was  not  in  favour  of  tbe 
building  of  the  Dreadnoughts,  or  of  any 
other  of  the  deadly  instruments  of  warfare 
that  are  to-day  tending  to  the  ruination  of 
nations.  He  professed  to  be  a  Republicafi. 
fighting  for  a  freer  form  of  government 
than  that  under  which  the  people  then 
lived.  This  was  in  harmony,  to  swne  ex- 
tent, with  the  position  he  took  up  as  the 
leader  of  the  men  in  the  mines. 

Mr.  Fuller. — The  h<Hiorable  member 
does  not  mean  to  say  that  the  miners  oS 
Lithgow  are  Republicans? 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— No.  T  merely  say 
that  at  the  time  in  question  the  honorable 
member  for  Farramatta  was  a  Republican. 
I  am  dealing  with  his  whole  career.  It  is 
neressary  that  we  should.  It  is  necessar\' 
that  we  should  let  the  public  see  the  whole 
tree,  and  that  we  may  show  that  it  is 
rotten  from  the  tap-root  to  the  topmost 
branches.  Wbm  that  has  been  done,  tiie 
people  will  know  how  to  rid  themselves  of 
such  an  encumbrance.  Men  who  desired  that 
suitable  enployment  should  be  found  for 
their  boys  and  girls  when  they  grew  up — 
those  who  desired  that  their  children  should 
have  an  opportunity  to  bectMie  useful  citi- 
ZMis — surrounded  the  honoraMe  member.  At 
that  time  he  was  a  Protectitmist.  He  wrote 
in  the  press  articles  in  favour  of  Protec- 
tion, and  worked  hard  for  the  adoption  of 
the  principle.  He  cannot  d«»y  that  he 
stood  on  the  Protectionist  platfram  some 
eighteen  years  ago. 

Mr.  Fuller. — ^Was  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Gwydir  always  a  Frotecti<Hiist  ? 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  shall  tell  the  hon- 
orable member  by-and-by. 

Mr.  Fuller.- — I  remember  the  time  when 
the  honorable  member  was  a  Free  Trader. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  shall  tell  the  hon- 
orable member  all  that  I  know  about  the 
matter.  I  have  dealt  with  the  honorable 
member  for  Farramatta  as  the  miner,  the 
check -weighman,  the  Republican,  and  the 
Protectionist.  I  come  now  to  that  stage 
of  his  career  when  he  was  a  land  taxer. 
How  interesting  it  is  to  see  him  tc^day 
seated  on  the  Treasury  bench — sitting  in 
the  lap  of  privilege  and  monopoly — and  to 
think  of  the  time  when  he  was  an  out-and- 
out  land  taxer.  We  see  him  to-day  smiling 
the  smile  of  the  man  who  has  betrayed  the 
principles  that  he  once  fought  for.  If  we 
were  to  propose  now  what  he  suggested 
when  he  po^  as  a  land  taxer,  w&  should 
be  deemed  fit  to  b^ii)anB«b^i@^gibbet. 
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The  hoQOTable  membo:  was  no  OTdinary 
land  tazer.  He  was  not  after  the 
absentee  land-owner,  or  the  man  who 
was  wrongly  keeping  others  off  the 
land ;  but,  with  a  tcnnahawk  in  each 
hand,  he  was  after  all  land-owners.  We 
have  it  on  record  that  he  supported  a  land 
tax  egual  to  is.  in  the  ^i.  Call  him 
confiscator,  nationalizer,  if  you  will,  he  was 
a  land  taxer  who  practically  went  beyond 
the  point  at  which  land  taxation  ceases,  and 
conliscaticm  begins. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — He  would  have  taken 
20$,  in  the  pound  bv  wav  of  a  land  tax. 

Mr.  WEBSTER."— A  man  who  would 
take  from  the  land  all  that  he  would  have 
taken  

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — What,  another 
political  hound  at  mv  heels? 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— Yes;  and  one  that 
will  follow  the  honorable  member  to  the 
destiny  he  deserves. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Has  the  honorable 
member  no  mercv  for  me? 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— No.  Observe  llie 
self-satisfied  smile  on  the  face  of  the  hon- 
orable member  who  has  succeeded  in  ob- 
taining what  he  wants.  We  shall  see  the 
day  ^vhen  that  smile  will  vanish,  and  when 
the  cloud  of  disappointment  will  once  more 
reign  supreme  on  his  heavenly  brow. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — Heavenly  ? 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  use  the  word 
heavenly,  because  we  know  that  the  hon- 
orable member  has  held  his  face  up  to 
heaven  time  after  time  when  he  has  been 
pleading  with  the  people  from  the  pulpit, 
and  urging  them  to  forsake  their  sins. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Does  not  the  hon- 
orable monber  think  he  had  better  stop 
that  cant? 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— When  the  honorable 
member  sat  on  this  side  of  the  House,  did 
he  stop — could  any  one  stop  him  from 
talking  ? 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  never  descended 
to  that  kind  of  cant. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber descended  to  what  I  have  never  de- 
seeded. What  I  have  said  is  true;  but 
what  the  honorable  member  has  said  from 
time  to  time,  when  sitting  on  this  side  of 
the  House,  has  been  untrue. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber rtiust  withdraw  that  statement. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— To  adopt  the  hon- 
orable member's  own  method  of  withdraw- 
ing a  statement  to  which  you  take  ex- 
ception, sir,  I  shall  substitute  the  word  in- 
correct  for  the  word  untrue.     The  hon- 


(»-abte  gentleman  is  not  a  lawyer;  but  he 
ought  to  have  been  one.  He  'would  have 
made  an  exceedingly  clever  lawyer,  for  he 
possesses  that  sense  of  acquisitiveness  which 
is  so  essential  to  success  on  the  part  of  a 
member  of  that  profession.  He  was  at 
one  time  a  land-taxer,  and  then  is.  in  the 
£1  was  the  limit  of  the  taxation  that  he 
would  impose.  C<mfiscation  in  such  cir- 
cumstances  would  necessarily  follow,  since 
when  the  Stale  takes  all  the  value  of  the 
land  by  way  of  taxation,  it  might  as  well 
take  the  land  itself.  And  this  is  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  who,  when  on  this  side 
of  the^  House,  was  never  tired  of  opposing 
the  principle  of  nationalization.  We  have 
known  him  to  roar,  until  he  has  be- 
come almost  black  in  the  face,  in  condem- 
nation of  such  a  diabolical  proposition. 

Sitting  suspended  from  i  to  2.1s 

Mx.  WEBSTER.-I  have  tried  to  hold 
up  the  mirror  to  the  hcMiorable  member  for 
Parramalta,  so  that  he  might  see  himself 
as  others  see  him.  I  have  showed  that, 
durmg  his  career  as  a  pofitician,  he  has  been 
a  land-taxer  up  to  the  full  value  of  the 
land,  or,  in  other  words,  a  confiscator  and 
land  nationalizer;  because,  if  the  Crown 
takes  all  the  value,  the  land  is  of  no  use 
to  any  one,  and  the  Crown  might  as  well 
take  the  land  as  well.  In  fact,  we  have 
in  the  honorable  member  the  embodiment 
of  all  that  he  condemns  in  the  L^xmr 
party,  and  in  the  real  Socialistic  party. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis.— Then  the  honor- 
able member  admits  that  the  Labour  paitv 
wish  to  confiscate  the  land? 

Mr.  Joseph  CooK.—It  is  precisely  what 
thev  are  out  for. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Parramatta  and  the  honorable 
member  for  Robertson  know  that  we  are 
out  for  that  equitable  contribution  towards 
the  revenue  which  will,  in  some  measure,  be 
a  return  for  the  money  expended,  both  bj 
the  State  and  by  the  Commonwealth  Go- 
vernments to  protect  and  guard  the  interests 
of  the  people  who  hold  the  land. 

"Sit.  Joseph  Cook.— The  Labour  partv 
are  out  to  get  the  land  from  the  farmers', 
and  thev  know  it. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber  has  only  one  method  now  of  expressing 
his  sentiments.  He  tries  to  get  them  in  as 
bitter  punctuations  of  another  man's  speech, 
where  he  used  formerly  to  make  sour 
speeches  of  his  own.  I  welcome  those  in- 
terjections, because  they  only  point  a  moral. 
He  should  remember  how^Krtinerit  an  in- 
terjection is  at  tiBM»ci*afco<^0^iSory  is 
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being  reviewed,  and  how,  when  read  in 
conjunction  with  what  is  being  said  of  him, 
it  only  emphasizes  the  spealcer's  remarks. 

Mr.  Frazer. — He  is  trying  to  practice 
Wilfred  Denver's  dream :—"  Oh,  God, 
put  back  thy  univme,  and  make  it  yester- 
day." 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— There  is  nothing  m 
politics  that  the  honorable  member  has  not 
practised. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — All  that  I  have 
done  can  be  mattdied,  and  more  than 
matched,  by  what  the  bcxiorable  member 

has  done. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— That  is  no  reply  to 
me.  The  honorable  member  has  an  op- 
portunity to  rise  in  his  place  and  express 
his  opinion,  as  I  am  expressing  mine ;  but 
I  fear  that  he  will  not  do  it.  The  hon- 
orable memlxfr  must  be  indelibly  placed 
on  the  records  of  this  House  as  a  one-time 
land-taxer  up  to  is.  in  the  £i,  a  one- 
time confiscator,  and,  by  inference,  a  one- 
time land  nationalizer — in  additicHi  to  the 
many  other  things  that  he  has  been.  In 
the  next  turn  of  the  political  evoluti<»i  of 
the  peculiar  cranposition  which  now  occupies 
the  position  of  Minister  of  Defence,  we 
find  him  an  out-and-out  Free  Trader. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  honorable 
member  once  ran  as  a  Free  Trader  for  the 
Xew  South  Wales  Parliament. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber cannot  refute  what  I  say,  and  he  need 
not  try  to  tell  me  what  I  will  tell  the 
House  all  about  presently.  I  have  nothing 
to  hide.  One  of  the  proudest  days  in  my 
life  was  when  I  read  the  iKHun-able  mem- 
tjer's  real  nature,  before  he  showed  the 
public,  by  his  actions,  what  he  actually 
was,  and  when  I  refused,  for  that  reason, 
to  join  the  combination  of  which  he  formed 
part  in  those  days. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  honorable 
member  tried  to  run  in  a  Free  Trade  bunch, 
and  thev  would  not  have  him. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— That  is  another  ab- 
.solutely  inaccurate  statement.  I  shall  put 
all  that  before  the  House  as  it  ought  to  be 
put  When  the  honorable  member  tries  to 
fix  his  eyes  on  another  man's  record;  I  ad- 
^'ise  him  to  turn  round  and  lock  at  his  own 
past  career.  If  fae  is  not  satisfied  that  no 
man's  can  equal  it,  he  is  very  hard  to  con- 
vince. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  honorable 
member's  record  can  beat  it  easilv. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber would  say  anything.  We  find  him 
as  a  Free  Trader,  and  we  find  him  wreck - 


ing  the  Labour  party.  When  the  thirty- 
six  Labour  members  got  into  the  New  South 
Wales  Parliament  they  found  it  difficult, 
owing  to  the  ccmflict  of  parties, .the  novelty 
of  their  position,  and  their  juvenility  in 
politics,  to  arrive  at  a  proper  understand- 
ing of  how  to  run  the  party.  They  dedded 
to  appcunt  a  Committee  of  four,  sb  that 
there  were  four  captains  on  the  good  ship 
"  LaAxmr  "  in  the  New  South  Wales  Par- 
liament. 

Mr.  Joseph  Coox. — The  honorable 
member  knows  nothing  about  it — there  were 
five,  not  four. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— That  makes  it  all  the 
worse.  I  did  not  count  the  honorable  mem- 
ber. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  was  not  in  it. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  can  quite  under- 
stand it.  Like  the  present  Prime  Minister, 
the  honorable  member  was  in  it,  and  y^ 
not  in  it.  A  Conunittee  of  four  or  five  weie 
appointed  to  run  the  party.  The  h<Hior- 
able  member  succeeded  in  driving  four  men 
out  of  the  party  for  following  their  fiscal 
beliefs,  with  regard  to  which  they  were  not 
bound  at  the  elections,  and  which  they 
voted  for  when  the  test  came  in  the  House. 
For  that  he  and  others  in  the  party  ostra- 
cized them,  threw  them  overboard,  and  by 
that  means  made  the  section  to  which  he 
belonged  predcnninant  in  numbers,  and  able 
to  take  charge. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — That  is  miles  away 
from  the  facts. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  know  the  facts. 
The  honcM-able  mraiber  cannot  tell  me  any 
of  the  facts  of  the  history  of  the  New 
South  Wales  Labour  party.  When  that 
sectiwi  got  the  numbCTS  they  decided  to 
elect,  not  a  Committee,  but  a  captain,  and 
they  made  the  "  Cook  "  the  captain. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^That  was  two  years 
afterwards. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  am  not  talking 
about  time.  *  I  am  talking  about  the  oppor- 
tunist who  made  his  position  secure  by 
branding  four  members  of  the  party  as  un- 
worthy of  inclusion  in  its  ranks.  In  this 
way  he  secured  a  majcH-itv  for  what  was 
called  the  Free  Trade  section,  and  with  it 
the  leadership  for  himself.  I  will  admit, 
to  be  fair,  that,  to  some  extent,  he  was  the 
hope  of  the  f^rty.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber's attitude  in  the  House  at  that 
time  led  the  party  to  be!ie\'e  that 
they  had  a  champiOT  who  would  stand 
by  the  cause  of  Democracy  as  he 
had  stood  bv  the  miners  atiLithgow. 
I  thought  it,  'tcld9itibu!tt>4cieQ6ig|^he  man 
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who  places  his  confidence  in  man.  Just 
as  the  idol  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Gippsland  was  shattered,  as  we  saw  from 
the  feeling  whidx  he  displayed  yesterday, 
in  exactly  the  same  way  we  were  disap- 
pcnnted  when  we  found  that  the 
gentleman  whom  we  had  intrusted  with  the 
leadership  of  our  party  went  the  way  of 
Jiim  who  in  days  of  old  took  thirty  pieces 
of  silver  for  betraying  his  trust.  When 
the  Government  of  which  the  right  hon- 
orable member  for  East  Sydney  was  the 
iiead  went  to  the  country,  an  appeal  was 
made  to  the  electors  to  sweep  the  old  fos- 
sils from  the  Legislative  Council,  and 
make  the  Parliament  of  the  State  worthy 
of  a  Democracy.  But  as  soon  as  the 
election  was  over,  the  right  hcKiorable 
member,  with  that  acuteness  which  dis* 
tinguishes  him,  thought  he  saw  an  oppor- 
tunity of  tweaking  the  power  of  the  Labour 
party.  He  o^&ed  a  bait  to  the  hoaot- 
able  meiqber  for  Parramatta  in  the  form 
of  the  Postmaster-Generalship.  Did  the 
honorable  member  resist  it?  Na  He 
forgot  the  men  who  had  sent  him  to  Par- 
liament, forgot  the  pledges  which  he  had 
taken,  and  the  promises  which  he  had 
made,  and  sold  his  party  for  a  mess  of 
ix)ttage. 

Mr.  Joseph  "Cook. — The  hcMK)rabIe 
member  has  been  rehearsing  all  this  with 
the  hmorable  membe;  for  Barrier. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  do  not  need  to  re- 
hearse this  history  with  any  one.  It  is 
all  true; 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — It  is  absolutely  un- 
true. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Order  I 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  beg  pardcm,  ab- 
st>lutely  incorrect. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— It  is  true  to  my  own 
knowledge,  and  I  have  not  yet  reached 
the  stage  of  life  when  my  memory  is 
failing.  When  the  honorable  member  sold 
his  party  in  the  way  I  have  described, 
the  people  who  had  trusted  him  could 
scarcely  believe  it  of  him.  It  was  only 
when  men  who  treated  him  more  liberally 
than  he  treated  them  realized  to  the  full 
what  he  had  done,  that  he  ultimately  be- 
ciime  an  outcast,  as  far  as  politics  were 
concerned. 

Mr.  BowDEN. — His  constituents  have  re- 
turned him  everv  time  since. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— There  has  never 
l-een  a  time  in  the  history  of  this  country 
when  we  have  had  such  an  opportunity  of 
testing  whether  people  who  have  been 
false  to  their  pledges  are  trusted  the 


electors,  as  is  the  case  to-day.  Had  it 
not  been  for  the  light  honorable  member 
for  East  Sydney,  with  his  marvellous 
power  over  the  electors  of  New  South 
Wales,  whose  platform  ability  is  renowned 
throughout  the  Commonwealth,  and  who, 
whatevtf  his  faults  may  be,  has  been  a 
great  leader  of  a  party,  enjoying  the  con- 
fidence of  the  people  of  his  State,  just 
as  the  presoit  Prime  Minister  enjoys  the 
confidence  of  many  people  in  Victoria — had 
it  not  been  for  that  right  honorable  mem- 
ber, I  venture  to  say  that  the  honorable 
member  for  Parramatta  would  not  have 
escaped  that  penalty,  which  sooner  'or 
later  such  men  as  he  pay  for  their  actions. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis. — Why  do  the 
hcKiorable  member  and  his  colleagues  al- 
ways gibe  at  a  Labour  man  who  rises 
from  the  ranks? 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  do  not  take  much 
notice  of  the  honorable  member  for  Robert- 
son. One  has  to  recognise  that  if  one 
is  to  take  notice  of  every  little  d<^  that 
barks  at  one's  heels,  one  would  be  turning 
round  all  one's  life.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Parramatta  originally  came  to  this 
House  as  a  Free  Trader.  At  that  time 
the  right  honorable  member  for  East 
Sydney  proclaimed  that  he  had  nailed  his 
colours  to  the  mast.  He  said,  "This  is 
the  flag  under  which  we  fight,  and  it  will 
never  be  hauled  down  until  tbe  ramparts 
of  Protection  are  crumbled  in  the  dust, 
and  we  have  succeeded  in  placing  our 
doctrines  upcwi  the  statute-book  of  the 
country."  Those  were  the  days  when  the 
right  honorable  member  exerdsed  that 
mar\-eIlous  power  which  he  undoubtedlj. 
possesses,  and  which  the  hcMiorable  mem- 
ber for  Parramatta  will  never  be  able  to 
approach.  The  Free  Trade  party  were 
then  fighting  for  an  ideal.  But  the  right 
honorable  nianber  has  since  hauled  down 
his  flag,  allowing  it  to  be  torn  from  the 
staff  from  which  it  flew,  and  thrown  into 
the  mud.  From  that  moment  the  death- 
knell  of  the  Free  Trade  party  in  this 
CommcHiwealth  was  proclaimed 

Mr.  Henry  Wilus. — When  was  that  ? 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  am  referring  to 
the  lime  when  the  light  honorable  member 
for  East  Sydney  joined  the  ex-member  for 
Gippsland  in  that  wonderful  combination 
that  lived  for  ten  months,  and  brought 
down  a  Governor-General's  speech  without 
any  policy  in  it.  Such  was  the  humilia- 
ti<m  of  the  great  party  which,  in  New 
South  Wales,  in  davs  gopebyi^was  led  bv 
Sir  Henry  Fark^it^e{i^itK9^^§Ji^th  all 
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his  faults,  had  qualities  not  equalled  by 
those  of  any  man  1  have  known  in  political 
life.  These  men,  at  the  last  election,  were 
returned  as  Free  Traders.  At  any  rate, 
I  vaiture  to  say  that  if  any  of  than  who 
were  mentbers  of  the  direct  Oppositim  a  few 
months  ago,  had  told  the  electn^  that  they 
would  be  prepared  to  support  a  Protec- 
tionist Government,  or  to  form  a  ccmbina- 
tion  to  sink  the  fiscal  issue,  they  would 
never  have  seen  the  inside  of  this  House. 
That  being  so,  they  have  an  account  to  give 
when  they  go  before  the  people,  ior  the 
action  they  have  taken  within  the  walls  of 
Parliament.  In  the  first  and  second  Par- 
liaments those  honorable  members  were  re- 
turned as  Free  Traders,  though  in  the 
third  Parliament  they  came  in  under  the 
cloak  of  "anti-fiosh." 

Dr.  LzDDELL. — What  is  "anti-sosh?" 

Mr,  WEBSTER.— It  is  a  lovely  satire 
when  we  hear  a  man  like  the  b(»KirabIe 
member  ask  such  a  question.  Does  it  not 
indicate  that  he,  and  others  like  .him,  de- 
pended on  the  man  who  carried  the  ban- 
ner? 

Dr.  LiDDELL.- — The  honorable  member 
is  talking  absolute  rubbish. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber will  find  out  whether  or  not  I  am  talk- 
ing rubbish  when  next  he  goes  before 
the  elect<»5  of  Hunter. 

Dr.  LiDDELL.— The  electors  of  Hunter, 
and  the  whole  of  the  people  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, are  disgusted  with  the  tactics 
of  the  Labour  party  in  this  House. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— Never  mind  our  tac- 
tics. I  refer  the  honorable  member  for 
Hunter  to  the  honorable  member  for  Fre- 
mantle,  who  is  the  champion  "stone- waller" 
of  modern  days,  seeing  that  he  can  fill  in 
time  for  a  whole  hour  by  reading  his  own 
speeches.  When  the  Reid-McLean  Go- 
vernment was  formed  there  was  no  lonu 
in  it  for  the  honorable  member  for  Parra- 
matta;  and  he  sat  in  the  comer  like  a 
grizzly  bear,  gnashing  his  teeth,  and  not 
knowing  whether  to  come  over  to  the  Op- 
ptwition  or  go  behind  the  Ministry.  The 
h<morabIe  member  used  to  say  bitter  things 
about  the  Government,  in  which  he  was  not 
included,  and,  looking  with  longing  eyes 
towards  the  fold,  wished  that  the  shep- 
herd would  indicate  that  there  was  shelter 
for  him  again. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^No  man  gave  the 
party  mare  loyal  support  than  myself. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— The  Protectionist- 
Free  Trade  party — I  do  not  know  what  else 
to  call  it— as  represented  by  the  Rad- 


McLean  Government,  in  which  there  were 
two  Premiers,  with  equal  authority  and 
power,  sunk  everything  for  place  and  pay, 
.  and  the  honorable  member  for  Parranatta 
was  not  pleased  at  his  exclusion. 

Mr.  Wnxs. — ^The  honorabfe  member  for 
Parramatta  oug^t  to  have  been  in  the  Go- 
vernment. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  think  so  too,  be- 
cause  he  had  proved  that  he,  at  any  rate, 
was  a  sincere  convert  to  the  doctrines  that 
were  professed  by  the  Government.  When 
the  right  honorable  member  for  East 
Sydney  got  tired  of  leading  a  fcwlom  hope 
he  went  to  the  country,  and  was  returned 
with  twenty  supporters  all  told ;  and  he, 
from  his  place  in  the  House,  admitted 
that  the  days  of  Free  Trade  had  passed 
away,  and  that  in  the  future  there  could  be 
no  fiscal  line  of  cleavage.  The  right  bcxior- 
able  member  had  practically  lost  all  hope  in 
the  power  of  the  banner  that  had  floated  so 
long  before  the  breeze,  and  was  prepared 
to  accept  the  inevitable,  and  allow  the 
Tariff  to  go  through  without  any  of  that 
acrimcmious  opposition  that  had  been  given 
to  the  first  Tariff  during  its  eighteen  months 
discussiffli  in  this  Chamber.  Up  to  the  last 
electi<Mi  old  Free  Traders,  who  had  voted 
for  their  principle  election  after  election, 
had  not  lost  craifidenoe  in  their  cause,  and 
they  returned  the  right  honorable  member 
for  East  Sydn^  and  his  supporters, 
although  the  banner  now  bore  the  inscrip- 
tion "anti-sosh."  But  these  representa- 
tives were  returned  more  as  Free  Traders 
than  as  anti- Socialists,  for  the  reason  that 
the  electors,  no  more  than  the  candidates 
themselves,  knew  what  was  meant 
"  anti-sosh." 

Mr.  WiLKS. — It  meant  anti-sausages  all 
the  time. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— The  interjectioa  is 
very  apt,  because  sausages  —  those 
bags  of  mystery — are  the  most  unrdiable 
things  one  can'  attack.  The  honorable 
member  for  Dalley  knows  exactly  the  posi- 
tion, and  I  accept  his  definitiwi  with  tite 
greatest  frankness,  I  realize  that  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Dalley  is  in  a  happy 
positicMi,  inasmuch  as  he,  at  least,  has  not 
to  face  his  electors  as  a  Free  Trader  who 
has  abandcmed  his  prindples. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — I  got  early  baptism ! 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— No  doubt  the  honor- 
able member  got  under  the  umbrella  very 
quickly.  The  Reid-Md^ean  party,  imme- 
diately oa  their  accessicHi  to  office,  dnnred 
that  they  really  and  truty*  coratitt^  tbe 
Conservative  elSiiK^a^ '"^^CUgilteweft^ 
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politicft.  We  could  then  see  the  beginning 
of  this  fusi<m;  and  the  end  was  in  sight 
to  many  of  us  who  understood  the  evolu- 
ticHis  that  were  taking  place.  During  the 
time  the  honorable  manber  for  Parramatta, 
from  his  place  in  Parliament,  in  the  bit- 
terest and  most  scathing  terms,  criticised 
the  p(dicy  of  the  present  Prime  Minister 
and  his  supporters.  The  hooorable  member 
was  then  absolutely  in  the  campof  the  Con- 
servatives, and  trying  to  "  work  the  oracle  " 
with  the  hcmoraUe  member  for  Flin- 
ders, the  honorable  member  for  Fawkner, 
the  honorable  member  for  Balaclava,  and 
the  honorable  member  for  Grampians,  who 
told  us  that  they  were  noble  patriots,  work- 
ing for  the  welfare  of  the  people.  They 
wished  us  to  believe  that,  as  they  owned 
the -country,  they  were  going  to  save  it. 
The  honOTable  gentleman  is  now  currying 
favour  with  those  men  who,  with 
himself,  were  denouncing  everything 
that  was  dtxie  by  the  Deakin  Go- 
vernment. He  had  not  then  jdned 
the  reactifxiaries,  but  he  was  at  that  time 
totally  opposed  to  an  Australian  Navy. 
We  have  to  remember  this  fact  when  we 
know  that  he  is  now  Minister  of  De- 
fence. It  is  one  of  the  most  humorous 
things  that  has  occurred  in  my  political 
life  to  find  the  honorable  member  Minister 
of  Defence.  If  he  were  appointed  Min- 
ister for  attack,  I  could  have  understood 
it.  He  was  always  good  in  attack,  but 
h(HK>rable  members  can  see  for  themselves 
how  miserable  he  is  in  defence.  I  have 
said  that  the  bonwable  gentlemaji  was  op- 
posed to  an  Australian  Navy,  and  we  shall 
carefully  watch  his  next  move  now  that  be 
is  in  a  position  of  resp<»isibility. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — What  navy  was  I 
opposed  to? 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— An  Australian  Navy. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— Never.  I  challoige 
tlie  honorable  member  to  prove  the  state- 
ment. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— It  can  be  proved 
frcxn  Hansard,  I  can  understand  the  hon- 
<Mrable  gentleman  not  knowing  what  he  has 
dtme,  because  he  .has  done  too  much  for 
one  man  to  remember..  On  that  account,  I 
excuse  his  denial.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man was  against  compulsory  military  ser- 
vice; will  he  deny  that  he  opposed 
that  principle  in  the  bitterest  tones  a  man 
could  use?  He  ridiculed  the  Deakin  Go- 
vernment upon  it,  and  twitted  the  Labour 
party  because  some  members  of  that  party 
.  were  very  earnest  in  their  advocacy  of  it. 
Will  the  honorable  gentleman  deny  that  he 


twitted  the  honorable  member  for  West 
Sydney  on  the  very  useful  service  that  hwi- 
orable  gentleman  had  rendered  in  his  ad- 
vocacy of  the  principle  ?  He  cannot  deny 
it,  because,  thank  Providence,  it  is  on 
record, 

Mr.  Thokas. — Does  the  hmcn-able 
mnnber  think  that  the  fact  that  his  state- 
ment is  on  record  would  prevent  the  Min- 
ister denying  it? 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  think  that,  per- 
haps, the  honorable  member  for  Barrier  has 
not  even  the  little  confidence  that  I  have 
in  the  honorable  member  for  Parramatta. 
I  say  that  I  do  not  expect  the  Minister  to 
deny  his  recorded  utterances  against  the 
principle  of  compulsory  training.  The 
honorable  gentleman  was  against  the  new 
Protection.  The  hcwiorable  member  spoke 
most  bitterly  against  it.  The  right  honor- 
able member  for  East  Sydn^  approved  of 
the  principle  underlying  the  new  Protec- 
tion policy.  I  g^ve  the  right  honorable 
gentleman  credit  for  some  feeling  for  the 
masses  who  tcnl  in  this  country.  But  what 
are  we  to  say  when  we  find  that  a  man 
who  was  made  what  he  is  by  the  toilers 
is  opposed  to  any  measure  which  would 
give  them  in  the  future  the  justice  which 
has  been  denied  them  in  the  past?  What 
can  we  say  but  that  it  is  in  keeping  with 
the  attitude  he  has  assumed  throughout  his 
political  career? 

Dr.  LiDDELL. — Why  is  it  that  the  best 
men  leave  the  Labour  party  as  Boon  as  they 
can? 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Because  they  wish 
to  do  something  f<»-  the  wmkers,  and  the 
Labour  party  do  nothing  but  {Hate  abcnit 
it. 

Mr,  WEBSTER.— I  do  not  object  to 
a  little  speech  by  way  of  interjection  from 
the  honorable  member  for  Hunter,  because 
the  honorable  mraiber  seldc»n  addresses  the 
House  in  any  other  way.  The  hcmorable 
member  for  Parramatta  is,  of  course,  privi- 
leged to  speak  at  all  times,  whether  any 
one  else  is  speaking  or  not.  I  was  saying 
that  the  honorable  memb^*  was  against  the 
new  Protecti(xi  policy.  I  am  not  now  deal- 
ing with  the  Government  programme  sub- 
mitted in  the  Ministerial  statement.  I  am 
giving  a  record  of  their  career,  and  describ- 
ing thebi  in  such  a  way  that  the  people 
will  be  able  to  understand  who  and  what 
they  are,  and  I  am  unable  in  the  same 
editi<Mi  to  deal  with  the  statwnent  thev  have 
put  befwe  Parliament.  I  might  deal  with 
it  ih  this  speech  if  it  wsce  a  definite  state- 
ment, but  it  is[i»%cftniLw€>3g0^iot  have 
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expected  a  definite  statement  from  so  con- 
fused a  party  as  that  comprised  of  h(»ior- 
able  members  opposite.  The  honorable 
Imember  for  Parramatta  was  opposed  to  the 
new  Protection  policy,  and  we  find  him  to- 
day in  the  ranks  of  the  reactionaries,  the 
C(Miservatives,  and  the  remnant  of  what 
was  the  Liberal  Protecticmist  party. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— That  is  right;  they 
are  all  here. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.  —  The  honorable 
gentleman  need  not  turn  round  to  the  h(xi- 
orable  member  f<x  Dalley,  because  he  can- 
not put  his  brand  on  him. 

Mr.  Thohas. — ^The  honorable  member 
for  Batman  will  not  ask  the  honorable 
member  for  Parramatta  to  speak  for  him 
in  his  constituency. 

Mr.  WEBSTER. — I  think  that  no  mem- 
ber of  the  House  who  desires  to  get  back 
after  the  elections  will  wish  to  have  the 
honorable  member  for  Parramatta  on  his 
platform.  I  do  not  forget  that  we  are  all 
human,  and  that  some  honorable  members 
opposite  are  good  fellows  perscmally.  I 
have  myself  so  much  of  human  feeling  that 
I  would  save  them  from  the  wrath  to  cwne, 
or,  at  least,  from  abject  humiliation.  I  do 
not  think  that  I  could  save  them  defeat 
at  the  polls,  but  I  should  like  to  be  able 
to  save  them  from  an  abject  humiliation. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — Let  us  have  a  hvmn  now. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  hope  the  honorable 
member  for  Dalley  will  not  regard  me  as 
he  does  the  honorable  member  for  Parra- 
matta. I  remember  that  when,  towards  the 
close  of  last  session,  the  honorable  member 
for  Parramatta  assumed  the  attitude  of  the 
amiable,  sodable,  friendly  Leader  of  the 
Opposition,  and  tried  to  deliver  a  speech 
which  we  did  not  dream  could  emanate 
frcMn  him,  he  was  so  parsonified  in  his  ut- 
terance,  and  so  perfectly  heavenly  in  his 
attempt  to  placate  every  one,  when  he  was 
expecting  to  come  into  his  kingdom,  that, 
after  he  concluded  his  speech,  the  honor- 
able member  for  Dalley  said,  "  Let  us 
have  another  hvmn."  I  hope  the  honor- 
able member  will  not  think  he  is  justified 
in  tr)ing  that  sort  of  thing  with  me. 
I  repeat  that  we  find  the  honorable  member 
for  Parramatta  in  the  hands  of  the  reac- 
tionaries. 

Afr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  suppose  the  hon- 
orable member  has  the  idea  that,  when  this 
speech  is  finished,  there  will  be  sOTiething 
in  it  for  the  working  man. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— Whatever  is  in  mv 
speech  will  stand  the  Jight  of  day.  That  is 
more  than  caii  be  said  for  the  speeches  which 


were  delivered  when  the  honorable  mem- 
ber was  in  Opposition. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^Will  it  fill  a  hungry 
stomach? 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— T  shall  not  ask  the 
hcmorable  member  how  to  approach  any  sec- 
tion of  the  OMnmunity.  I  have  been  suc- 
cessful in  the  past,  in  spite  of  honorable 
members  and  'their  opposition,  and  I  shall 
be  so  again. 

Sir  John  Forrest.  —  "  Let  him  who 
thinketh  he  standeth  take  heed  lest  he  fall." 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  ask  the  right  honor- 
able member  to  take  that  to  heart.  It  ap- 
plies to  him  more  than  to  me. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  do  not  boast. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  cannot  help  laugh- 
ing at  that.  Every  one  knows  the  right  hem- 
orable  member.  We  find  the  hortorable  mem- 
ber for  Parramatta  now  playing  the  rSle 
of  champion  of  the  State  Rights  party.  He 
came  here  as  a  Federalist.  He  was  elected 
to  uphold  the  Constituti<xi,  and  at  this  table 
took  the  oath  to  abide  by  it,  and  to  give 
effect  to  its  provisions.  To-dav  he  is  pan- 
dering to  the  State  Rights  party.  For 
what  reas<»i?  Because  he  feels  that  be 
must  get  support  by  linking  himsdf  witli 
Mr.  Wade  and  other  State  Rights  persons 
in  New  South  Wales.  The  h<»iorabIe  mem- 
ber was  originally  returned  by  the  toilers; 
but  when  he  became  Postmaster-Goieral  in 
New  South  Wales  he  forgot  all  about  them. 
What  did  he  do  to  diminish  the  white 
slavery-  which  existed  in  the  shops  and  fac- 
tories of  the  State? 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — A  great  deal  more 
than  tlie  bonori^le  member  has  dcMie,  oc 
will  do. 

Mr.  WEBSTER— When  the  honorable 
member  was  a  Minister  in  the  Reid  Govern- 
ment, what  did  he  do  to  relieve  the  agcxi- 
ising,  inhuman,  and  murdering  conditions 
which  prevailed  amongst  those  who  sweated 
and  toiled,  from  early  morning  to  late  at 
night,  at  the  counters  of  the  shops,  and  in 
the  factories,  of  New  South  \VaIes?  Did 
he  show  that  he  was  once  a  Labourite,  and 
that  his  sympathies  were  with  these  suffer- 
ing people  ?  Did  he  urge  the  right  honw- 
able  meml)er  for  East  Sydney  to  commence 
the  humane  work  of  relieving  them?  N'o. 
He  stood  behind  the  man  who  would  not 
move,  no  matter  what  appeals  were  made  to 
him  on  behalf  of  the  down-trodden.  It  is 
opportunity  that  tests  a  man's  sincerity. 
Had  the  htMKwable  member  lieen  sincere, 
he  would  not  have  stootl  behind  the  right 
honorable  member  for  East  Svdney  when 
the  latter  refused  ^gj;^,^^(^4i£4egis- 
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laticHi.    His  principles  would  have  com- 
pelled him  to  resign  his  portfolio  first. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook;. — The  Reid  Govern- 
ment, of  which  I  was  a  Minister,  passed 
the  first  Factories  and  Workshops  Act,  and 
it  was  not  an  easy  thing  to  do.  I  have  al- 
ways supported  early  closing. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— The  Reid  Govern- 
ment went  out  of  office  because  it  would 
not  consider  methods  for  getting  rid  of 
white  slavery,  and  relieving  the  old  and  in- 
firm in  their  hour  of  adversity,  in  the 
winter  of  their  lives.  How  could  men  sit 
in  Parliament  and  decline  to  listen  to  ap- 
peals of  that  character?  I  need  say  no 
more  to  prove  the  insincerity  and  hollo^v- 
ness  of  the  honorable  member's  professions. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  honorable 
member  should  lie  ashamed  of  himself  for 
the  statements  which  he  is  now  making. 
He  knows  that  thev  are  not  correct. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— They  are  correct. 
The  honorable  member  and  his  fwmer 
leader  went  out  of  office  because  they  would 
not  introduce  humane  legislation. 

Ml".    Joseph    Cook. — The  honorable 
member  knows  that  that  is  not  correct. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— Of  course,  nominally, 
they  went  out  of  office  because  they  had 
paid  jC^oo  to  Senator  Neild. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — ^That  money 
was  spent  in  connexion  with  an  old-age 
pensions  scheme. 

Mr.  .WEBSTER.— It  was  spent  not- 
withstanding-the  promise  that  it  would  not 
he  spent.  The  Reid  Government  did  not 
keep  faith  with  its  supporters. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — If  that  is  so,  it  did, 
in  regard  to  ;^30o,  what  the  late  Fisher 
Government  did  in  regard  to  ;£2oo,ooo. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — We  had  made  no  pro- 
mise. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— The  statements  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Parramatta  are 
not  now  believed  by  any  one.  What  need 
we  fear?  The  public  will  be  convinced 
that  it  need  expect  nothing  fuxa  this 
source.  Let  me  now  look  at  Ministers  a 
little  more  closely. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — For  goodness  sate, 
keep  further  away  from  them. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— If  you  wish  to  de- 
liver a  knock-out  blow,  you  must  come  to 
close  quarters.  In-fighting  is  the  rule  in 
pugilism  now. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Does  not  the  hon- 
orable member  know  that  I  have  always 
supported  early  closing  legislation,  and  old- 
age  pensions? 


Mr.  WEBSTER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber  makes  that  interjection  for  the  purpose 
of  weaving  it  into  my  remarks.  1  say 
that  the  statement  is  not  correct,  and  that 
he  knows  it. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— To  say  that  a  state- 
ment is  incorrect,  and  that  the  honorable 
member  who  has  made  it  knows  it  to  be 
so,  is  to  impute  falsehood,  which  is  con- 
trary to  the  rules  of  debate. 

Mr.    Joseph    Cook. — The  honorable 
member's  statements  are  infamous. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  withdraw  the  re- 
mark, if  it  emends  the  rules  of  the 
House.  The  first  CommcHiwealth  Govern- 
ment, as  I  have  said,  was  a  Govern- 
ment of  kings  and  lawyers.  Now 
the  kings  are  all  gone,  with  the  exception 
of  the  primeval  emperor  who  ruled  the 
Western  State  in  the  barbarous  davs  when 
those  on  some  of  the  rolls  were  hardly 
enough  to  fill  a  polling-booth. 

Mr.  McDoNATD. — In  some  of  the  con- 
stituencies there  vete  only  forty-five 
voters. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— The  right  honorable 
member  ruled  with  the  help  of  supporters 
returned  by  forty-five  voters.  He  en- 
deavoured to  rule  as  emperors  always  try 
to  rule. 

Mr.  WiLKs. — He  did  the  same  as 
Napolem. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— But  how  did  Napo- 
leon finish  ?    Is  the  right  honorable  mem- 
ber for   Swan   to  end  his  days  at  St. 
Helena,  on  the  Queensland  coast  ?  Surely 
a  man  who  has  heen  king  and  emperor 
will  not  have  an  end  like  that.    I  think 
that  this  Ministry  is  one  which  suits  his 
views.    When  he  was  Premier  of  Western 
Australia,  he  did  not  like  to  have  strcag 
men  in  his  Governm«its.    He  wanted  to 
have  pawns,  vrhom  he  could  move  as  he 
liked  in  playing  his  political  games.  He  was 
never  known  to  be  surrounded  bv  strong 
Ministers,  except  in  one  exceptional  case. 
On  erne  occasion  the  Minister  exercised  a 
will  of  his  own.     The  emperor  did  not 
wait  to  dress  himself,  but  in  his  night- 
shirt he  dismissed  his  colleague.    Such  a 
thing  was  unheard  of  in  those  days  as  that 
a'  man  should  object  to  the  domination  of 
the  emperor  of  Western  Australia;  and 
so  much  did  it  affect  the  right  honorable 
member  that  he  could  not,  as  I  have  said, 
wait  to  dress  himself,  or  even  for  the  morn- 
ing to  come,  but  in  that  noble  garb  in 
which  men  rest  and  sle^  he  dismissed  the 
offender.   Letup^ePj^^gteHi  record, 
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because  it  is  prophetic.  From  time  to  time, 
both  in  Parliament  and  outside>  I  have 
prophesied,  and  very  seldom  have  I  been 
wrong  in  prognosticating,  the  doom  of  "cer- 
tain things.  The  Prime  Minister  is,  as  I 
have  said,  only  a  medium,  through  which 
the  Government  speak,  through  which  the 
honorable  manber  for  Parramatta  and 
those  who  follow  him,  and  the  right  honor- 
able member  for  Swan,  speak  to  the 
Governor-  General . 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts. — He  is  a  spook. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  will  not  say  that, 
but  I  think  I  am  entitled  to  say  that  he 
is  a  medium,  because  when  a  man  occupies 
a  leading  position  without  p(»rtfolio  or 
power,  without  any  right  to  sign  an  im- 
portant document  

Sir  John  Forrest. — Has  he  not  the 
power? 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber has  bereft  him  of  power,  and  this  Go- 
vernment practically  indicates  his  hand. 
What  is  the  matter?  Why  does  the  Prime 
Minister  take  up  this  absolutely  untenable 
position?  It  is  because  he  knows  that  he 
will  not  be  able  to  stand  the  dose  which 
he  will  have  to  take.  He  knows  that  he 
will  not  be  able  to  stand  what  he  will  be 
called  upon  to  stand  with  the  conflicting 
elements  on  that  side.  He  has  taken  a 
position  which  will  enable  him  at  some  time 
or  other  to  "get  from  under,"  and  then 
the  right  honorable  toember  for  Swan  is 
likely  to  come  into  the  emperorship  in  the 
Commonwealth  arena.  With  that  end  in 
view  he  has  taken  care  to  have  in  this 
Ministry  a  number  of  colleagues  who  will 
suit  his  purpose,  and  achieve  the  object 
which  in  days  gone  by  he  achieved  in  the 
Western  State.  He  shakes  his  head.  He 
does  not  like  my  remark.  It  may  be 
striking  too  near  the  truth,  but  I  feel 
that  that  is  the  onlv  excuse  which  the 
Prime  Minister  can  offer  for  such  an  un- 
usual act  as  he  has  perpetrated  in  taking 
up  the  position  he  does. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — It  is  not  unusual. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— It  is  not  only  un- 
usual, as  the  honorable  member  knows,  but 
it  is  absolutely  indecent  to  appcnnt  ten 
Ministers  when  the  Constitution  [»Ymdes 
for  the  appcHHtmmt  of  cmly  seven. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — That  is  another 
point. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— It  is  extending  the 
prerogative  of  the  Crown  and  straining  the 
Constitution  to  a  degree  which  is  not 
authfHized.  In  my  judgment  it  is  a  bad 
precedent  to  set.     Ministers  cannot  find 


billets  enough  to  appease  their  suppocteis 
without  enlarging  the  number  of  portfolios 
in  the  Cabinet,  either  hcmorary  or  other- 
wise. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — They  are  not  port- 
folios. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— All  but  the  Prime 
Minister  will  get  a  share  in  the  '*  divy." 

Mr.  Frazer.— Will  the  Treasurer  sav 
so? 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— Will  the  Treasurer, 
who  says  he  is  always  open,  candid,  and 
above  board,  tell  us  whether  the  Prime 
Minister  receives  any  emoluments  for  the 
position  be  holds? 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts. — Thwe  is  no  answer. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— What  are  we  to  con- 
clude ?  Silence  gives  ocuisent.  Having 
focussed  the  leading  members  of  the  Minis- 
try, let  us  look  at  the  junior  members,  or. 
as  I  call  them,  the  pawns  on  the  board.  I 
have  dealt  with  the  arch  schemer — the  hon- 
orable member  for  Parramatta.  I  have 
dealt  with  the  medium — the  honorable 
member  for  Ballarat.  I  have  dealt  a  little 
with  the  primeval  emperor  of  the  Western 
State. 

Mr.  TuiX)R. — How  does  the  honorable 
member  spell  "evil"  in  that  case? 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  do  not  say  that  the 
Treasurer  is  the  primary  evil,  although  he 
was  very  nearly  coming  within  that  descrip- 
ticwi  once.  Let  us  look  at  the  other  mem- 
bers of  this  historical  and  striking  Ad- 
ministration. In  my  opinion,  the  hcmor- 
able  member  for  Angas  was  taken  in  to 
give  an  air  of  respectability  to  the  Minis- 
try, and  in  doing  that  they  acted  nisely. 
So  far  in  this  House,  he  has  not  done 
much  of  which  we  could  complain,  in  fact, 
veiy  many  of  us  have  had  a  great  admi- 
ration for  the  logical,  cautious,  and  valu- 
able advice  which  he  has  tendered  from 
time  to  time  mi  matters  of  great  import- 
ance, but  I  fear  for  him  now.  I  do  not 
like  to  see  a  good  man  get  into  bad  com- 
pany, because  we  all  know  what  it  leads 
to.  I  extend  my  sympathy  to  the  hon- 
orable and  learned  member  in  the  position 
in  which  he  finds  himself.  But  I  am 
hopeful  in  one  respect.  When  constitu- 
tional questi<xis  arise  on  which  legislation 
has  to  be  founded  I  think  that  we  can  rely 
more  stnxigly  on  his  opinion  than  we 
could  on  that  of  the  Attomey-Gwieral 
of  the  last  Deakin  Goverrunent  I  am 
pleased  to  see  the  honorable  member  for 
Angas  in  his  present  position,  because  he 
has  a  well-balanced  legaU>mind,  .and  T 
think  that  for  a  hipi^ef  b^k:ilStC^i6r  in- 
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tenticMi  to  do  the  right  thing.  I  admit 
that  it  is  very  hard  for  him  to  do  so,  but 
I  believe  that  he  will  try.  I  am  very 
thankful  that  the  hcmwable  member  for 
Darling  Downs  is  not  Attorney-General, 
but  in  the  position  of  ^^inister  of  External 
Affairs.  Lord  I  What  an  enormous  amount 
we  have  spent  in  the  High  Court  in  de- 
fending laws  enacted  cxi  his  advice  I  It 
has  cost  the  Commonwealth  a  tremendous 
sum  to  defend  the  laws  which  have  been 
practically  prcnnulgated  on  his  advice.  It 
IS  because  I  do  not  want  to  see  time  wasted 
in  Parliament  in  passing  laws  inconsistent 
with  the  Constitution ;  it  is  because  I  do 
not  want  to  see  the  money  of  the  taxpayers 
spent  in  defending  our  laws  in  the  High 
Court,  and  feeing  the  legal  profession, 
that  I  rejoice  to  find  that  the  Attorney- 
General  is  the  brawable  member  for 
Angas,  and  not  an  honorable  member  who, 
in  my  judgment,  never '  was  capable  of 
filling  that  high  and  important  post.  Then 
I  come  to  the  honorable  member  for 
Illawarra. 

Mr.  Fin-LEit. — I  am  glad  to  have  the 
honorable  member's  attenticm. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— Here  is  a  genial, 
lovable,  kindly,  unoffending  character. 

Mr.  Page. — Leave  it  at  that. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— The  honorable  gentle- 
man never  says  anything  that  is  likely  to 
cause  pain  ot  offence.  But  owld  any  one 
have  sustained  a  greater  shock  than  he  must 
have  experienced  when  he  was  informed 
that  he  was  to  be  a  member  of  the  new 
Ministry  ? 

Mr.  Fuller. — Would  not  the  informa- 
tion that  he  was  to  be  a  Minister  come  as 
a  big  shock  to  the  honcurable  member? 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  have  never  had 
such  an  offer,  and  can  only  say  that  the 
honorable  member  does  not  seem  to  have 
yet  got  over  the  shock  that  the  information 
in  question  caused  him.  He  finds  it 
scarcely  pcMsible  yet  to  adjust  himself  to 
the  position  so  suddenly  thrust  upon  hira. 

Mr,  Fuller. — I  have  taken  to  it  as  an 
infant  to  moth^'s  milk. 

Mr.  Reid.— -I  think  that  the  iHxiorable 
member  foe  Gwydir  will  find  that  the  Min- 
ister of  Hnne  Affairs  is  a  man  of  very 
high  ability ;  I  have  known  him  for  many 
years. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.—I  know  that  he  is  one 
of  the  right  honorable  member's  pet  lambs, 
and  therefore  I  do  not  expect  him  to  pluck 
his  wool.  I  cast  no  reflection  upcm  the 
Minister  of  Home  Affairs.   I  simply  say 


that  he  got  a  shock  when  he  was  informed 

that  he  was  to  be  included  in  the  Ministry. 
Had  the  right  honorable  member  for  East 
Sydney  gained  Ministerial  distinction  so 
early  in  life,  I  dare  say  that  he,  too, 
would  have  experienced  something  in  the 
nature  of  a  shock.  The  Minister  indorses 
what  I  have  said  about  him  by  saying  that 
be  has  takai  to  his  office  as  an  infant  takes 
to  mother's  milk. 

Mr.  Reid. — The  Labour  party  will  have 
to  drag  the  honorable  member  into  <^ce. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— We  had  to  drag  the 
right  honorable  member  out  of  (Mce.  The 
one  great  mistake  on  the  part  of  the  right 
honorable  monber  for  East  Sydney  was  his 
refusal,  as  Premier  of  New  South  Wales, 
to  listen  to  the  cry  of  the  down-trodden, 
sweated  people  in  the  metropolis  of  Sydney, 
and  to  carry  out  the  wish  of  the  Labour 
party,  who  had  supported  him  for  five 
years,  by  placing  upon  the  statute-book  a 
measure  which  would  have  redounded  to 
his  credit  for  all  time. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  right  honorable 
member  pioneered  the  way  for  all  demo- 
cratic legislaticxi  that  has  since  been 
passed. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.—I  regret  that  the  right 
hraiorable  member  then  missed  the  oppor- 
tunity of  his  life.  He  was  destined  at  the 
time  to  be  the  first  Prime  Minister  of  the 
C«nmonwealth,  but  that  fatal  mistake 
robbed  him  of  his  opportunity.  One  little 
pebble  has  turned  the  course  of  rivers,  and 
this  one  little  pebble  so  diverted  the  political 
course  of  the  right  hcmorable  member  diat 
he  lost  the  oppwtunity  to  become  the  first 
Prime  Minister  of  Australia.  Had  he  se- 
cured that  office  at  the  inception  of  Federa- 
tion, I  believe  that  he  would  have  retained 
it  for  many  years.  What  a  sacrifice  he 
made !  Must  it  not  be  painful  for  the  right 
honorable  member,  who  has  missed  so  much, 
to  reflect  that  so  tiny  a  pebble  caused  him  to 
deviate  from  the  path  that  stretched  before 
him? 

Mr.  Reid. — I  have  not  grieved  over  it 
very  much.  • 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  must  admit  that  the 
right  honorable  member  does  not  show  his 
grief.  He  is  blessed  with  a  happy  nature, 
and  can  overcome  difficulties  more  readily 
than  can  men  like  the  honorable  member  for 
Parramatta.  The  right  honorable  member 
for  East  Sydney  rolls  round  a  difficulty  if 
he  cannot  get  over  it,  but  the  honorable 
member  for  Parramatt&>  has  to  crawl 
throu^  every  oEUeitizaAii'^Cei^dQ^l^icks  as 
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he  moves.  I  wish  the  Minister  of  Home 
Affairs  all  success.  He  may  yet  astonish 
the  world. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Just  as  the  honor- 
able member  is  doing. 

Mr.  SpENCE. — In  what  way  will  he  as- 
tonish it  ? 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  will  not  venture  a 

prediction. 

Mr.  Fuller. — The  hwiorable  member 
will  astonish  the  world  to-morrow  when  it 
learns  .of  the  length  of  this  rubbish. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  am  proud  of  what 
the  honorable  member  calls  rubbish.  The 
last  member  of  the  Cabinet  to  wh<xn  I  de- 
sire to  refer  is  the  honorable  member  for 
Eendigo.  Who  would  have  thought  it  pos- 
sible that  the  honorable  gentleman  would 
be  selected  for  the  office  he  now  holds? 

Mr.  Reid. — I  shall  believe  anything  if 
the  honorable  member  is  left  out  of  the  next 
Labour  Government. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— T  thank  the  right 
honorable  member.  The  only  reason  I 
can  give  for  the  inclusion  of  the  h<Miorable 
member  for  Bendigo  in  the  Cabinet  is  that 
his  colleagues  thought  that  he  might  remind 
them  of  the  coming  resurrection,  when  the 
ghost  of  their  former  principles  will  haunt 
them  on  the  public  platform.  It  is  then 
that  they  will  be  reminded  of  the  quick 
and  the  dead.  Doubtless,  as  the  result  of 
the  next  electitm  there  will  be  many  dead 
;ind  dying.  Honorable  members  opposite 
at  the  coming  resurrection  will  be  haunted 
by  the  ghosts  of  their  former  principles, 
the  Free  Trade  ghost,  the  Land  Tax  ghost, 
the  Protectionist  ghost,  the  Republican 
ghost,  the  Anti-Naval  ghost,  the  Military 
ghost,  and  others  that  will  appear  in  the 
honorable  member  for  Parramatta's  cham- 
ber. When  all  these  ghosts  rise  fr«n 
their  political  graves  we  shall  have  a  resur- 
rection in  reality,  and  these  honorable  mem- 
bers will  be  relegated  to  that  place  from 
which  no  politician  ever  returns. 

Mr.  Fuller. — The  honorable  member's 
own  Free  Trade  ghost  stands  beside  him 
now.  I  have  not  forgotten  the  time  when 
he  was  a  Free  Trader. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  shall  reply  to  that 
interjection  before  I  conclude  my  remarks. 
The  Ministry  is  a  thing  of  shreds  and 
patches.  As  the  Ministry  is,  so  is  their 
polic\'.  It  is  a  policy  of  ^reds,  rags, 
and  apologies. 

Mr.  Fuller. — Some  of  the  honorable 
member's  own  party  have  said  that  it  is 
scarcely  difFerent  from  their  own. 


Mr.  WEBSTER.— The  only  part  of  the 
Ministerial  policy  which  has  any  virtue  is 
that  which  they  have  taken  from  the  polic> 
of  the  Labour  party.  All  the  rest  is  mere 
wind  and  bluff.  The  Government  propose 
to  create  an  Inter-State  C<xnmission  to  deal 
with  the  great  questions  of  the  new  Pro- 
tection, industrial  liberty,  and  a  hundred 
and  cme  other  matters.  They  propose  to 
appoint  that  Commissicm  so  as  to  be  able 
to  thrust  upcHi  it  all  that  is  objectionable  in 
their  political  lires.  When  we  pause  to 
consider  what  is  to  be  the  wtoome  of  the 
ccanbination,  we  find  no  cause  for  r^^ret. 
Is  there  any  reason  why  we  should  lament 
the  position  occupied  by  honorable  mem- 
bers opposite?  If  there  is  one  thing  of 
which  I  am  proud  to-day,  it  is  that  we 
have  at  last  got  them  all  into  the  fold. 
In  the  old  days  when  cattle- duffing  was 
prevalent  throughout  Australia,  we  know 
that  in  order  to  establish  their  claims  to 
their  own  property,  cattle-owners  adopted 
the  system  of  branding.  Practically  we  have 
never  had  an  opportunity  to  apply  that 
system  in  our  political  warfare.  But  I  think 
it  is  time  that  we  did  appljr  it,  so  that 
we  may  be  able  readilv  to  identify  hon- 
orable members.  The  brand  which  I  should 
apply  to  hwiorable  manbers  opposite  is  that 
of  Ccwiservative  or  Tory.  I  will  deal  with 
the  question  of  who  controls  them  presently. 
Those  honorable  members  who  do  not  wish 
to  be  branded  as  Tories  had  better  make 
their  escape  through  the  wire  fence  witlKHit 
delay. 

Dr.  LiDDELL.— Somebody  called  the 
Labour  party  the  Dingo  party  the  other 

day. 

Mr.  Mahon.— The  dingo  is  Australian 
at  any  rate. 

Mr.  FsAZER. — And  the  dingo  has  killed 
off  a  lot  of  vermin. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Kalgoorlie  has  practically  taken 
out  of  my  mouth  the  words  in  which  I  in- 
tended to  reply.  Even  the  dingo  has 
his  uses.  There  is  a  name  which  night 
with  accuracy  be  applied  to  honorable  mem- 
bers opposite,  but  I  refrain  from  using  it 
upon  the  present  occasion  lest  I  should  be 
pulled  up  by  yo-4,  sir.  I  will  therefore 
reserve  it  for  the  public  platform.  Hav- 
ing dealt  with  the  Ministry,  past  and  pre- 
sent, let  me  now  look  at  their  supporters. 
The  right  honorable  member  for  East 
Svdney  is  one  of  their  supporters  now. 
He  says  that  for  twenty-eight  years  he  has 
fought  the  battle  of  freedom.  Now  be  is 
restmg  from  Msp^^^Qyi^^^l^g  the 
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turn  of  events.  He  is  entitled  to  a  rest, 
as  are  quite  a  number  of  others. 

Mr.  Fuller. — I  think  it  is  time  that  the 
honorable  member  had  a  rest. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  Have  only  just  com- 
menced my  remarks.  The  history  of  hon- 
orable members  opposite  is  so  full  of  in- 
teresting information  that  one  could  easily 
talk  upon  it  until  doomsday.  That  being 
the  case,  I  think  it  behoves  us  to  place  it 
upOT  record  so  that  the  people  of  the 
country  may  become  familiar  with  it.  We 
care  not  for  the  press  to-day,  because  we 
are  believed  and  listened  to  by  the  people. 

An  Honorable  Member. — Wt^at  about 
the  Government  Whip? 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  have  already  dealt 
with  the  Government  Whip.  I  can  never 
look  at  his  physiognc«ny  without  experi- 
encing a  desire  to  say  swnething  nasty  of 
him.  But  I  suppose  that  I  must  bear 
with  him,  seeing  that  God  made  him.  When 
I  look  at  the  honorable  member  for  Flin- 
ders, the  father  of  Democracy,  a  saviour 
of  his  pec^le,  the  iman  who  never  smiles — 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvime. — Not  always. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber never  smiles  unless  he  is  amused,  and 
it  takes  an  awful  lot  to  amuse  him.  He 
is  one  of  th(»e  exceptional  specimens  that 
we  find  only  when  we  search  the  records 
of  our  race. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— This  is  the  honor- 
able member  who  pronised  to  make  a  brief 
speech  this  knoming. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— The  question  under 
consideration  is  alt<^ether  too  impcutant 
to  "be  dealt  with  in  other  than  the  most 
thorough  manner.  Shall  I  go  into  the 
history  of  the  honorable  member  for  Flin- 
ders? Shall  I  describe  the  methods  which 
he  adopted  when  in  power  in  Victoria?  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  his  action 
in  suppressing  the  ambitions  of  men  who 
felt  that  they  were  labouring  under  a  legi- 
timate grievance,  and  in  seeking  to  enact 
a  law  for  the  repressM^i  of  the  fig^t  which 
these  men  were  putting  up— an  action  whidi 
was  worthy  of  the  despots  of  <Md — has  never 
been  equalled  in  any  Democratic  country. 
There  is  absolutely  nothing  in  modern  his- 
tory to  approach  it.  Yet  he  is  the  knan' 
with  whom  the  professed  friend  of  the 
worker  in  the  person  of  the  Minister  of 
Defence  now  sits  cheek  by  jowl.  These 
men  have  been  iMTOught  t<^ether  for  the 
salvation  of  our  people,  in  holy  com- 
munion. 

Mr.  HuuE  Cook. — References  of  that 
lort  ought  not  to  be  tolerated  here. ' 


Mr.  WEBSTER.— Here  is  the  Govern- 
ment WMp  endeavouring  to  incite  Mr. 
Speaker  to  interfere  with  my  liberty.  The 
honorable  member  for  Flinders  has  a  re- 
cord to  which  I  shall  have  to  refer  at  a 
later  stage.  I  merely  make  passing  re- 
ference to  it  now. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — I  have  no  objection 
to  the  honorable  member  dealing  with  it 
at  length. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  promise  the  honor- 
able member  that  I  shall  not  say  anything 
but  what  is  recorded.  The  records  are 
what  I  rely  on,  and  they  tell  no  falsehoods. 
We  find  on  that  side  also  the  honorable 
member  for  Fawkner,  the  head  of  the  Em- 
ployers' Union.  That  Union  is  the  enemy 
of  progress  in  this  State  and  in  the  Com- 
nHxiwealth. 

Mr.  Reid. — Do  not  forget  that  the  hon- 
orable  memtfer  for  Fawkner  was  elected  by 
a  majority  of  the  electors  of  a  ccmstituency. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  realize  it,  but  many 
funnv  things  have  been  done  by  a  majority 
of  the  electors.  The  right  honorable  mem- 
ber for  East  Sydney  will  admit  that  many 
inexplicable  things  have  happened  in  that 
way. 

Mr.  Reid. — That  is  what  I  said  once  or 
twice  about  the  h(morable  member. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  know,  but  my  re- 
turn was  not  inexplicable.  The  right  hon- 
orable member  said  to  me  during  the  last 
Parliament,  not  once,  but  often,  "Thank 
God,  this  is  the  last  Parliament  for  you ; 
another  twelve  nvHiths  and  we  shall  be  rid 
of  you,"  but  he  did  not  know  his  man. 

Mr.  Reid.— I  did  not  know  then  that  the 
honorable  member  went  round  nursing  all 
the  babiM  in  the  electorate. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.—At  any  rate  I  have  ■ 
this  to  my  credit,  that  mine  was  the  elec- 
torate which  the  other  side  tackled  first. 
Neither  the  right  honorable  member  nor  his 
party  forgot  what  he  told  me  in  the  House, 
because  they  were  in  my  electorate  before  I 
was  free  from  the  sittings  of  Parliament  to 
look  after  my  interests.  Thev  were  dig- 
ging trenches  everywhere  in  the  district  to 
trip  me  up,  money  galore  was  spent  there, 
Federal  members  were  poured  into  it  from 
right  and  left,  and  State  members  were 
called  in  to  give  a  hand.  Fourteen  mem- 
bers all  told  were  cannonadinc;  and  bom- 
barding my  electorate,  while  I  was  in  the 
back-blocks  talking  to  my  people  in  my 
own  innocent  and  humble  way. 

Dr.  LiDDELL, — Does-tfee  honoiable  mem- 
ber talk  to  hisDiQliGi^ca^V^fO^^  talking  to 
us? 
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Mr.  WEBSTER. — Uy  electors  do  not 
require  so  much  to  cmvince  them  as  the 
honoraUe  member  does.  They  have  in- 
tellects which  are  capable  of  understandinfc 
my  arguments.  My  opponents  left  no  stxxie 
unturned  to  defeat  me.  AH  the  ladies  that 
they  (X)uld  pay  were  scattered  throughout 
my  electorate  for  six  or  seven  weeks  before 
the  poll..  A  number  of  Lady  organizers 
were  paid  by  them  to  bring  about  my  down- 
fall. Everywhere  I  went,  "  cannons  to  the 
right  of  me,  cannons  to  the  left  of  me,  can- 
nons in  front  of  me,  cannons  behind  me, 
volleyed  and  thundered,  but  out  of  the 
jaws  of  death,  out  of  the  mouth  of  hell, 
I  rolled  with  eight  hundred."  So 
ended  the  prophesy  of  the  right  hem- 
orable  member  for  East  Sydney  in 
1906.  Those  gullible  chaps  belonging 
to  the  Employers'  Federation  used  to 
go  to  the  central  <rfEce  in  Sydney, 
when  they  were  running  short  of  funds, 
and  a  list  was  produced  in  order  to  in- 
duce those  who  found  the  money  to  put  up 
another  ;^50  or  ^100.  They  would  say, 
pointing  to  the  name  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Gwydir,  *'  We  have  this  one 
dead."  They  used  me  as  a  decoy  to  draw 
the  funds  out  of  (hose  who  were  employing 
than. 

Mr.  Tudor. — Why  did  they  want  more 
money  if  they  regarded  the  honorable  mem- 
ber as  "dead"? 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— They  wanted  the 
money  to  help  to  kill  others,  and  to  pav  all 
the  lady  and  other  organizers  whom  they 
were  employing.  Even  the  Sydney  Morn- 
ing Herald  and  the  Daily  Telegraph  paid 
me  the  h<HK>ur  of  sending  two  special  cor- 
respondents into  my  electorate,  for  six 
weeks,  to  write  me  down  in  the  metropolitan 
press  day  by  day.  For  what  they  did  not 
say  about  me,  ask  a  pressman.  I  have  men- 
tioned these  matters  only  because  the  ri^ht 
honorable  member  indicated  by  'interjectum 
that  be  had  endeavoured  to  bring  about 
mv  downfall  at  all  costs.  But  I  think  the 
right  honorable  member  had  almost  as  nar- 
row a  squeak  as  I  had  last  time,  and  the 
then  honorable  member  for  Macquarie,  who 
was  one  of  those  that  went  to  dig  my  grave, 
fell  into  it  himself,  as  I  told  him  he  would. 
He  was  one  of  those  left  upon  the  battle- 
field, and  there  is  no  resurrection  for  him. 
The  honorable  member  for  Fawkner,  the 
President  of  the  Employers'  Union,  was,  as 
the  right  honorable  member  for  East  Syd- 
ney reminded  me,  elected  by  a  majority  of 
his  constituents.  He  must  have  been  if  it 
was  a  straight-out  fight,  or  be  would  not  be 
here.  But  what  constituenqr  does  he  re- 
t  ?    Does  any  one  know  that  favored 


portion  of  this  great  capital?  Are  they 
Democrats  over  there?  Are  they  toilers? 
Are  they  the  people  who  have  helped  to 
build  up  his  w^th  and  maintain  him  in  his 
positicm? 

Mr.  Spence. — ^Th^  all  claim  to  be  Lib- 
erals now. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  do  not  think  there 
is  a  Liberal  left,  except  the  four  who  have 
remained  on  this  side  of  the  House.  The 
Liberals  are  a  lost  quantity.  They  belong 
to  the  things  of  the  past.  The  proper 
name  for  all  those  on  that  side  is  "Tories." 
What  are  the  Employe's'  Unim  dc^g  to- 
day? 

Mr.  WxLKS. — Making  money. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  will  tell  the  honor- 
able mmber  more — they  are  spending  it. 
The  face  behind  the  mask  in  electi(xi  work 
to-day  is  the  face  of  the  Employers'  Union. 
Honorable  members  can  ask  no  better  proof 
of  that  than  the  private  letter  which  the 
honorable  member  for  Gippsland  read  yes- 
terday, and  in  which  their  secretary  gives 
them  definite  instructifHis  not  to  pay 
any  money  to  any  other  organisa- 
tion oc  body.  Hitherto  there  have 
been  two  or  three  sections  working 
CHI  the  money  omtributed  by  peofrfe 
who  are  opposed  to  the  Labour  party. 
At  last  they  are  trying  to  get  all  the  funds 
into  OTe  Treasury,  that  of  the  Employers' 
Union.  How  are  they  using  those  funds? 
They  are  working  by  means  of  the  fanners 
and  the  women.  They  use  every  mo^-ement 
they  can  capture  arid  manipulate.  The 
Fanners  and  Settlers'  Association  of  New 
South  Wales  is  being  used  in  this  fashion. 
Who  are  finding  the  mtmey?  The  Em- 
ployers' Union,  all  the  time.  Who  are 
controlling  the  Ministry  to-day  ?  The 
Employers'  Union.  Who  are  using  the 
honorable  member  for  Parramatta  to-day? 
The  Emplc^ers'  Unicm. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — One  speech,  one 
day  I 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— Yes,  and  the  Govern- 
ment will  be  lucky  if  I  get  through  it  in 
one  day. 

Mr.  Reid. — ^Tb^  is  no  doubt  that  the 
hmorable  member  is  one  of  the  tculers  1 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  thank  the  rig^it 
honorable  member  for  that  observation.  I 

have  always  been  a  tcnler. 

Mr.  Tudor. — ^The  h<xH>rabIe  member  for 
Parkes  once  spoke  for  five  and  three* 
quarter  hours. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— Yes,  and  I  do  not 
like  being  beaten  by  a  champion  of  blade 
labour.  We  find  all  the  ch^yig^  of 
black  labour  sitting  on  the  Government 


[9  July,  1909:]  WtaU  of  Cmfidenee,  1080 


boiches,  cbeek-by-jowl  with  the  cbampic»i 
of  the  White  Australia  policy — the  right 
honorable  member  for  East  Sydney.  We 
find  there  the  champions  of  land  mono- 
poly and  of  monetary  interest.  We 
find  there  the  men  who  have  possession  of 
privileges  which  have  been  given  to  them 
in  consequence  of  our  misfit  civil izaticm. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — And  on  the  honor- 
able member's  side  we  find  those  who  are 
scrambling  for  as  much  land  as  they  can 
get  hold  of. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.  —  They  are  not 
scrambling  few  what  they  Tfant  with  such 
a  hungry  look  as  we  used  to  see  in  the 
face  of  the  Minister  of  Defence,  when  he 
was  leading  the  Opposition  and  was  eager 
to  obtain  (rfBce.  We  find  on  the  Govern- 
ment benches  the  party  of  stagnatiwi,  and 
those  who  are  endeavouring  to  get  posses- 
sion of  the  heritage  of  the  people,  to  the 
detriment  of  the  workers  and  of  the  coun- 
try. The  whole  matter  hinges  upon  the 
land  question. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^The  tuHiorable 
member,  in  this  speech,  has  beoi  rooming 
through  every  land  in  the  world. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  have  been  clearing 
the  scrub  out  of  the  way. 

Mr.  Roberts. — The  iKxiorable  member 
has  been  burning  off. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— No;  I  tear  up  by 
the  roots. 

Mr.  Chanter. — Does  not  the  hiXiorable 
member  use  the  forest  devil? 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— There  is  no  need  to 
introduce  the  devil  into  the  camp  opposite. 
He  has  been  there  a  loag  time.  The  land 
question  is  the  greatest  questicm  in  all 
civilized  countries  to-day.  What  is  the 
position  in  Scotland? 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  honorable 
member  could  not  find  a  Webster  there, 
anyhow. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— There  are  scores  of 
men  of  my  name  in  Scotland,  but  they 
do  not  own  the  deer  parks.  Twenty  years 
ago  800,000  acres  in  Scotland  were  devoted 
to  deer  parks.  That  is  a  very  large  area 
to  be  held  for  such  a  purpose  by  men  of 
the  type  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Wentworth,  who  have  inherited  money 
which  enables  them  to  indulge  their 
pleasures  at'  the  cost  of  those  who  toil. 
What  do  we  find  to-day  ?  In  Scotland  now 
2,500,000  acres  are  lised  for  deer  parks, 
for  the  pleasure  of  the  privileged  classes. 
Can  we  wonder  that  we  tremble  for  the 
safety  of  the  Empire  when  we  see  the 
country  of  the  men  who  carried  British 


arms  to  victory  in  the  Crimea  and  at 

Waterloo,  men  who  have  made  England 
what  she  is,  devoted  to  such  purposes? 
Great  Britain  is  disinheriting  her  people, 
driving  them  abroad,  with  the  result  that 
in  the  long  run  the  price  she  will  have  to 
pay  will  be  a  very  dear  <xie  indeed — much 
dearer  than  would  have  been  the  case  if 
she  had  realised  the  rights  of  her  people. 
May  I  now  ask  the  Government  to  allow 
me  to  continue  my  remarks  on  Tuesday  ? 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  suggest  to  the 
homvable  member  that  he  might  conclude 
them  to-day. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  can  only  say,  with 
great  regret,  that  I  can  scarcely  finish  to- 
day. I  have  now  entered  upon  a  great 
topic. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — The  Government  had 
a  differ«it  tale  to  tell  when  they  had  not 
the  numbers. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  ask  for  no  quarter, 
though  I  am  sorry  if  other  honcMrable  mem- 
bers are  inconvenienced  by  the  fact  that 
I  am  forced  to  continue  my  speech 
through  the  illiberality  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Go  on  for  half-an- 
hour. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— As  a  matter  of  fact, 
if  the  Government,  by  refusing  me  leave 
to  continue  my  speech,  punish  honorable 
members  on  this  side,  they  also  punish 
some  of  their  own  supporters,  so  that  the 
rod  is  not  applied  to  one  back  only. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Will  the  honorable 
member  mind  saying  how  long  he  will  be 
in  amcluding? 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— Those  are  the  notes 
I  have  finished  with,  and  these  are  the 
notes  with  which  I  have  yet  to  deal.  The 
honorable  member  for  Parramatta,  who 
complains  of  the  length  of  my  remarks, 
must  remember  the  occasion  when  his  friend 
and  colleague,  the  honorable  member  for 
Parkes — the  champion  of  Chinese, 
Japanese,  and  other  coloured  labour — 
stood  in  the  Opposition  and  read  news- 
paper extracts  for  three  hours  out  of  a 
speech  of  five  hours  and  three-quarters  in 
length.  I  have  not  been  reading  from  news- 
paper articles,  compiled  by  other  people, 
but  speaking  what  is  within  me  in  an  honest 
and  straightforward  way.  When  the  hon- 
orable member  fcH*  Parramatta  could  tole- 
rate a  speech  like  that  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Parkes,  where  is  his  consistency 
in  objecting  to  an  honorable  member  dilat- 
ing on  the  many  important  subjects  now 
before  the  p^ii?ed©pUO®gfe  of  the 
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character  submitted  by  the  Leader  of  the 
Opposition  ? 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  am  not  refusing. 

Mr.  WEBSTER. — ^There  is  a  new  curse 
in  Scotland  in  the  robbing  of  pet^le  ot 
their  patrimony,  by  reason  of  the  monopo- 
lization of  land  to  the  extent  of  2,500,000 
acres  for  deer  parks.  In  England  the 
circumstances  are  similar,  though  the  ob- 
ject is  not  deer  parks  but  pleasure  grounds, 
parks,  and  reserves  for  the  privileged 
classes.  During  the  last  decade  or  two  an 
enormous  amount  of  agricultural  land  in 
England  has  gone  out  of  cultivation,  and  the 
agricultural  labourer  has  been  practically 
alienated  fn»ii  the  sdl  in  the  British  Isles. 
Under  the  circumstances,  is  it  any  wcHider 
that  English  agricultural  land  is  not  the 
security  it  was  in  days  of  yore?  What  has 
been  the  fate  of  all  nations,  in  which 
land  and  other  wealth  has  been  monopolized 
in  the  hands  of  a  few.  The  downfall  of 
all  nations  in  the  past  has  been  due  to 
•  monopoly  and  privilege.  Those  who  have 
read  history  know  that  Sparta  perished 
when  the  land  of  the  country  was  held  by 
100  persrais.  In  Rome,  in  the  days  of  her 
greatest  achievements,  the  wealth  aggre- 
gated in  the  hands  of  a  few  thotuand  pro- 
prietors, wh(He  resources  were  so  enOTmous 
that  no  man  was  omsidered  rich  unless 
he  could  maintain  an  army  at  his  own  ex- 
pense. And  we  must  COTclude  that,  when 
men  were  so  fabulously  rich,  others  nfust 
h;ive  been  degradingly  poor.  The  result 
^vas  that  Rome,  by  reason  of  the  weight 
of  the  privileged  classes  and  mcmopolists 
ff-U  as  Sparta  did.  In  medieval  Italy 
I'ltpular  freedom  was  lost  under  a  moneyed 
oligarchy,  and  the  country  perished  frcrni 
this  great  curse  of  dvilizatiw. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — ^What  is  the  honor- 
able member  quoting? 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— From  history,  which 
the  right  honorable  member  sometimes  re- 
m-  mbers  and  sometimes  forgets. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  only  wished  to 
Icnnw  the  author. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— In  Florence  the 
richest  banker  finally  became  an  unlimited 
despot,  and  the  result  was  the  downfall 
of  the  city.  In  Genoa  the  Bank  of  St. 
George,  in  a  measure,  absorbed  the  State. 
I  again  ask  leave  to  continue  my  speech ; 
and  I  promise  that  I  shall  not  be  very 
long  in  concluding  when  we  meet  on  Tues- 
dny ;  but  if  I  am  compelled  to  go  on  to- 
dav,  heaven  knows  when  I  shall  conclude. 

Leave  granted ;  debate  adjourned. 
House  adjourned  at  4.5  p.i]i. 


I^nmz  of  iSepresentattbes. 

Tuesday,  13  July,  igog. 


Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  3  p.m., 
and  read  prayers.  ' 

PAPERS. 

MINISTERS  laid  upon  the  table  the 
following  papers : — 

Lord  Kitctie^er — Invitation  to  visit  Austnltft 
in  coifoexion  with  Defence  proposals. 

Quarantine  Act — Provisional  Regulations- 
Statutory  Rules  1909,  No.  73, 

OLD-AGE  PENSIONS 
ADMINISTRATION. 
Mr.  CROUCH.— I  wish  to  ask  the 
Treasurer  for  infOTmation  in  regard  to 
stxnething  which  occurred  at  Geelong  last 
week,  in  connexion  with  the  application  <rf 
a  man,  named  William  Hill,  for  an  old- 
age  pension.  It  appears  fr<Mn  the  news- 
paper reports,  which  are  all  I  have  to  go 
on,  that  the  applicant,  who  was  surely  en- 
titled to  courteous  and  kindly  treatment, 
was  arrested,  it  is  not  certain  whether  by 
the  police  or  by  order  of  the  Police  Magis- 
trate. As  the  occurrence  took  place  ui^er 
the  administration  of  a  Commonwealth 
Act,  will  the  Treasurer  see  that  a  thorough 
inquiry  is  made  into  the  matter. 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — It  is  the  parliamentary 
rule  not  to  answer  questions  while  a  motion 
of  want  of  confidence  is  luider  discussion, 
but  I  may,  perhaps,  be  permitted  to  state 
that,  happening  to  pass  thrnigh  Geelong 
last  week,  I  made  casual  inquiry  uito  this 
case,  and  found  that  the  man  referred  to 
was,  on  his  own  admission,  under  the  age 
at  which  he  could  legitimately  claim  a  pen- 
sicai,  he  was  destitute  and  sufferinj;  from 
a  cwnplaint  requiring  expert  medical  treat- 
ment, under  proper  conditions.  The  magis- 
trate suggested  to  him,  as  his  only  means 
of  helping  him  to  the  shelter  and  treatment 
which  he  needed,  that  he  should  coimmt 
him. 

Mr.  Crouch. — To  gaol? 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — Yes.  Commitment  to 
gaol  may  appear  a  strange  philanthroi»G 
action,  but  that  seemed  the  wily  way  to 
meet  this  emergency.  However,  if  I  have 
l^een  correctly  informed,  the  matter  did  not 
go  so  far  until  after  friendly  consultation 
with  the  person  (^JJigjGoOgle 


Motion  of  [13  July,  1909.]      Want  of  Cmfidmee,  1091 


MOREE  POST  OFFICE. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  wish  to  bring  under 
the  notice  of  the  Postmaster-General  a 
matter  of  great  importance  and  urgency — 
the  condition  of  the  Moree  post  office.  I 
have  received  a  letter  frcmi  my  daughter,  in 
which  she  states  that  chaos  practically 
reigns  there.  The  postmaster  has  broken 
down  altogether,  and  (^lice  requisites  have 
run  out,  that  is  to  sav.  there  were  no  tele- 
graph forms  or  pens  for  the  use  of  the 
public  This  is  the  third  postmaster  who 
has  broken  down  during  the  last  two  or 
three  years.  One  postmaster  accepted  a 
position  at  a  lower  grade  to  escape  the  work 
of  the  office.  During  the  last  three  years, 
the  staflF  of  the  office,  which  consists  of 
fifteen  men,  has  been  entirely  changed. 
Can  the  Postmaster- General  give  no  relief? 
I  am  tired  of  appealing  to  the  Department. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK.— This  matter  was 
brought  under  my  notice  by  the  honorable 
member,  and  I  at  once  telegraphed  to  the 
Deputy  Postmaster- General,  Sydney,  di- 
recting attention  to  the  complaint,  and 
asking  for  an  immediate  report  upon  the 
COTiditiOTi  of  the  Moree  oSice, 

MOTION  OF  WANT  OF 
CONFIDENCE. 

Debate  resumed  from  9th  July  (vide  page 
1090),  on  motion  by  Mr.  Fishes — 

That  the  Government  does  not  possess  the 
confidence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  '(Gwydir)  [3.5].— In 
continuing  ray  few  remarl^  of  last  Friday, 
I  have  again  to  impose  upon  the  patience 
of  honorable  members,  first,  because  I 
realize  that  the  iwesent  is  one  of  the  most 
mcraientous  periods  in  the  political  history 
of  the  CcKnmonweaith,  and,  secondly,  be- 
cause, in  all  probability,  I  may  not  here- 
after address  them  at  any  length.  Had  I 
risen  to  speak  earlier  last  week,  I  should 
have  delivered  quite  a  different  speech 
frcMn  that  which  I  now  am  impelled 
to  make.  There  are  times  ifl  a  man's  life 
when  there  cones  to  him  what  I  may  call 
an  inspiraticHi.  In  the  silence  of  his  diam- 
ber,  a  man  can  best  reflect  on  the  serious 
matters  which  affect  his  cmmtry,  and  recall 
to  his  memory  incidents  which  had  escaped 
it.  It  was  during  sudi  silent  hours  that  I 
came  to  the  decision  to  continue  along  the 
lines  which  I  had  laid  down  for  myself. 
I  do  so  because  the  party  to  which  I  belong 
has  not  been  given  by  the  press  the  libnaS 
treatment  bestowed  up(m  other  pditical 


parties,  anything  which  we  may  say  being 
rarely  reported,  and  when  reported  gene- 
rally mutilated  and  misrejnesented.  We 
cannot  get  a  fair  report  fnxn  the  news- 
papers, whose  authorities  lave  dealt  witii 
us  in,  not  merely  an  unpatriotic,  but  even  a 
scandalous  manner.  The  public  press  is 
playing  fast  and  loose  with  the  welfare  of 
the  people,  whose  political,  social,  and  eco- 
nomic education  has  been  intrusted  to  it. 
Therefore  I  offer  no  apology  for  my  re- 
marks, feeling  that  I  have  been  forced  by 
circumstances  not  of  my  own  making  into 
the  positi<xi  whidi  I  occupy.  Since  I  spoke 
last  Friday,  we  have  had  another  instance 
of  the  manner  in  which  the  press  is  pre- 
pared to  treat  the  members  of  the  Labour 
party.  We  know  how  scurrilous  is  the 
language  which  the  newspapers  apply  to 
certain  honorable  members  who  address 
themselves  to  questions  of  importance  in 
this  Chamber,  and  that  the  use  of  such 
language  is  becoming  more  and  more  fre- 
quent. Not  satisfied  with  abusing  a  sacred 
trust,  the  Age  on  Saturday  last  published 
an  article  advocating  the  abolition  of  Han- 
sard, which  is  the  only  means  we  have  for 
putting  our  views  before  the  people  whom 
we  represent.  The  press,  not  satisfied 
with  misrepresenting  and  calumniating  the 
members  of  the  Labour  party ,  wishes 
now  to  deprive  them  of  al  1  oppor- 
tunity to  address  the  constituents  who 
have  intrusted  their  interests  to  them. 
The  conductors  of  the  Age  are  evidently, 
not  aware  of  what  has  taken  place  recently 
in  the  British  Dominions.  Up  to  a  very 
recent  date,  the  Hansard  of  the  Briti^ 
Parliament  was  compiled,  printed,  and  is- 
sued by  private  contract ;  but  there  is  now 
being  established  a  State  Hansard,  to  which 
there  are  to  be  appointed  eleven  reporters  to 
record  the  proceedings  of  the  House  of 
Cwnmons  alone.  While  we  are  -  watching 
the  prepress  of  the  Old  Country,  and  the 
steps  she  is  taking  to  imitate  the  freer  land 
of  Australia,  in  regard  to  disseminating  the 
utterances  of  rarliamentary  representatives, 
I  tell  the  Age  to  beware — that  it  can  carry 
its  v«iom  and  vitrk>l  too  far.  A  news- 
paper may  attack  the  men  in  whom  the 
people  believe,  until  Parliament,  in  the 
protection  of  its  own  character,  will  have 
to  take  steps  to  either  hurl  from  the  gal- 
leries the  men  who,  under  orders  or  other- 
wise, do  not  do  their  duty,  or  to  establish 
a  daily  Hansard,  from  which  the  people 
may  know  from  day  to  day  whab  is  being 
done  in  ParliameisibzedThBicQ!^e^l&  me  to 
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be  only  one  ending  to  the  scurrilous  and 

abusive  attacks  that  are  made  on  honorable 
members  who  do  not  happen  for  the  mo- 
ment to  be  under  the  aegis  of  either  one 
or  other  of  the  leading  newspapers.  I  re- 
commend the  Democracy  of  Victoria  to 
cease  to  purchase  a  newspaper  that  will  not 
give  a  true  accoiuit  of  the  proceedings  in 
the  Parliament  of  the  country.  There  is 
cme  means  which  could  be  adopted,  and, 
though  it  is  a  means  I  do  not  always  in- 
dorse, we  must  remember  Aat  desperate 
diseases  require  drastic  remedies.  If  those 
who  are  privileged  to  report  the  proceed- 
ings of  this  Parliament  perpetuate  the  con- 
duct to  which  I  am  taking  exception,  there 
is  one  weapon  we  can  use — we  can 
appeal  to  the  people  not  to  support  a  news- 
paper that  does  not  extend  that  justice  and 
fair  play  to  which  every  representative  man 
is  entitled. 

Dr.  LiDDELL. — The  honorable  member 
advocates  a  boycott,  I  imderstand? 

Mr.  WEBSTER. — The  profession  to 
which  the  honorable  member  belongs  is  a 
good  example  of  the  bo>cott,  because  it 
has  more  effectively  boycotted  men  from 
outside  than  any  profession  I  have  heard 
of  in  the  history  of  civilization. 

Mr.  Frazer. — When  human  life  is  at 
stake,  too ! 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— Yes;  the  men  in  the 
profession  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Hunter  have,  in  order  to  make  the  boycott 
more  effective,  absolutely  refused  to  attend 
patients  when  these  have  been  between 
life  .ind  death.  The  h<HiorabIe  mem- 
l>pr  is  one  who  must  know  what  the 
effect  of  the  boycott  has  been,  when  those 
of  the  profession  to  which  he  is  attached 
have  been  guiltv  of  the  most  inhuman  and 
despicable  application  of  the  boycott  I 
have  ever  read  or  known  of  in  any  part 
of  the  world. 

Dr.  LiDDBLL. — I  am  surprised  at  the 
hcmorable  member  advocating  the  boycott, 
anyhow ! 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber bad  better  remain  silent  while  I  am 
speaking.  If  the  people  of  Victoria  desire 
to  have  a  true  report  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  national  Parliament,  I  advise  them  to 
cease  purchasing  the  Age  until  that  news- 
paper mends  its  ways,  and  gives  us  a  fair 
deal. 

Mr.  Sinclair.— TRe  honorable  member 
has  been  quoting  the  Age  ever  since  he 
started. 


Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  have  never  quoted 
the  Age,  though  others  have,  because  it  is 
always  possible  to  quote  that  newspaper 
on  either  side  of  the  questibn.  The  Age, 
so  far  as  I  know,  has  never  been  consistent 
— at  one  time  it  has  supported  the  pseudo- 
Liberal  party  on  the  other  side,  at  another 
time  it  has  been  with  the  Labour  partyi 
and  at  another  time  it  has  been  right  in 
the  boscMU  of  the  Conservative  party.  We 
can  never  tell  which  way  the  Age  is  going ; 
and,  therefore,  it  is  always  possible  to 
quote  from  its  columns  against  any  man 
in  the  House.  On  Friday  last  it  was  my 
duty,  which  I  tried  to  perform  to  the  best 
of  my  humble  ability,  to  remove  some  of 
the  weeds  that  cumber  the  political  ground, 
and  to  point  out  of  what  the  fusion  party 
is  really  constituted.  In  doing  that  I  may 
have  said  s(»ne  things  that  were  hard ;  but, 
again,  I  (rffer  no  apology.  I  have  read 
the  proofs  of  my  speech  so  far  as  it  is 
printed,  and  I  have. nothing  whatever  to 
withdraw  or  amend — I  stand  by  every  word 
I  said  in  regard  to  the  constitution  of  the 
variegated  party  opposite.  Any  words  of 
mine  with  regard  to  individuals  in  the 
House  have  at  all  times  been  uttered  more 
in  sorrow  than  in  anger.  I  would  rather 
say  a  good  WOTd  for  a  man  than  I  would 
say  an  angry  word  if  it  be  possible ;  but, 
while  that  is  so,  and  while  all  through  mv 
life  I  have  sought  to  do  to  others  as  1 
would  be  done  by,  when  a  duty  devolves 
on  a  representative  of  the  people,  be 
should  never  shirk  if,  even  though  he  has 
to  cut  to  the  bone  in  order  to  remore  the 
cancer.  When  the  House  adjourned  on 
Friday,  I  was,  metaphorically,  viewing  the 
ruins  of  empires — of  nations  and  dynasties ; 
because  it  is  only  by  the  history  of  what 
has  occurred  that  we  can  judge  what  is 
right  to  be  done.  1  was  referring  to  the 
history  of  SparU,  of  Rome,  of  Florence, 
of  Genoa,  and  other  COTwnunities  which 
have  perished  from  the  one  dread  disease, 
namely,  the  monopoly  of  land  and  wealth. 
These  two  curses,  which  have  ruined  every 
nation  whose  'downfall  is  recorded  in  his- 
tory, are  taking  root  in  the  grand  Empire 
to  which  we  all  belong.  Not  only  t«re, 
but,  as  I  said  before,  in  Scotland,  men  are 
being  thrown  off  the  land  who  were  for- 
merly the  yeomanry  of  that  great  and  pro- 
gressive country.  On  the  broad  acres  of 
Scotland  to-day,  deer — not  rabbits,  as  in 
the  case  of  New  South  Wales — are  taking 
the  place  of  human  families.  I  repeat 
that  twenty  years^^^^^  @^^goo,ooo 
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acres  were  devoted  to  deer  parks,  whereas 
to-day  2,500,000  acres  of  that  small  coun- 
try are  given  over  in  this  way  lor  the 
amusement  and  gratification  of  those  who 
have  wealth  and  leisure  at  their  OMnmand. 
It  is  all  very  well  to  look  at  these  people 
enjoying  the  fresh  air  in  the  hilts  of  Scot- 
land, while  the  yeomanry  axe  being  prac- 
tically alienated  frora  their  motherland ; 
but  the  great  underlying  evil  is  that,  when 
the  yfeomanry  are  displaced,  the  nation  is 
weakened,  inasmuch  as  the  men  on  whwn 
the  nation  depends  are  removed.  In  this 
way  there  is  being  brought  about  the  de- 
population of  lands  from  which  in  days 
l^one  by  Great  Britain  obtained  her  men 
to  fight  her  battles,  and  to  help  to  bring 
the  Empire  to  its  present  state.  This  state 
of  affairs  prevails  throughout  the  British 
Isles.  Agriculture  there  has  been  on  the 
<Iecrease  during  the  last  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tury. The  yeomanry,  from  wh<Hn  Great 
Britain  has  drawn  her  recruits  for  the 
n:i\al  and  military  services,  as  well  as 
many  artisans  for  her  great  manufactur- 
ing centres,  are  practically  being  hounded 
out  of  the  country,  while  the  land  is 
being  monopolized  for  the  benefit  and  plea- 
sure of  the  rich.  Should  this  not  be  a 
uarning  lo  us  ?  We  have  inherited  this 
land  from  our  fathers,  and  ought  to  be 
guided  by  the  lesscxis  of  history  in  deter- 
mining how  we  may  best  carry  on  the 
great  work  intrusted  to  us.  I  may,  per- 
haps, be  pardcHied  for  referring  briefly  to 
scnne  of  the  legislation  that  has  led  to  the 
I>resent  position  of  Australia  in  respect  of 
land  settlement  and  land  monopoly.  Many 
honorable  members  opposite  declare  that  it 
would  be  little  short  of  confiscation  to  im- 
jjose  a  progressive  land  tax  upon  the 
iuoad  acres  held  by  the  sheep  kings  of 
Australia.  But  how  did  those  men  ac- 
quire their  holdings?  Almost  from  the 
iiiception  of  settlement  in  New  South 
Wales,  a  cry  was  raised  that  lands  should 
be  submitted  for  sale  by  auction.  That 
meant  that  men  with  ready  money,  bank- 
ing institutions,  and  foreign  capitalists 
should  be  given  an  opportunity  to  purchase 
at  the  upset  price  all  land  that  was  so 
dealt  with.  In  those  days  it  rarely  hap- 
pened that  more  than  the  upset  price  was 
offered.  Auction  sales  were  rampant  in 
New  South  Wales,  Victoria,  South  Austra- 
lia, and  Tasmania  in  the  early  days. 
Lands  was  parcelled  out  to  those  who  had 
ready  money  to  spare,  without  any  regard 
for  file  welfare  of  the  future  population  of 
Australia,     In  New  South  Wales,  under 


a  system  of  selection  before  survey — one 
of  the  most  pernicious  systems  ever  fol- 
lowed in  connexion  with  land  settlement  in 
a  new  country — the  eyes  of  the  land  were 
picked  out  in  this  way.  And  by  whom? 
Those  who  have  represented  back-block 
constituencies  in  the  State  Parliament  be- 
fore entering  this  Le^slature  know  the 
history  of  ttw  great  estates,  and  know  that  * 
they  were  put  together  by  a  series  of  il- 
legal operations  that  were  practically 
winked  at  by  the  Government  of  the  day, 
and  by  Parliament  itself,  before  the  La- 
bour party  came  into  existence.  Dummying 
— another  illegal  way  of  acquiring  land- 
was  also  rampant  in  New  South  Wales, 
while  desirable  areas  were  available.  As 
the  result  of  dummying  and  the  practice 
of  selling  land  by  auction,  banking  insti- 
tuti(His,  as  well  as  individuals,  were  able 
to  acquire  large  areas,  and  the  progress 
of  ,  the  country  was  seriously  retarded. 
Sons  of  the  soil  have  been  denied  an 
opportunity  to  settle  on  the  land  and 
to  obtain  the  living  that  they  were  will- 
ing and  anxious  to  earn  in  that  way. 
In  the  sixties  a  law  was  passed  in  New 
South  Wales  by  which  men  were  able  to 
acquire  land  that  ought  to  have  brought 
from  jQs  to  jQzo  per  acre  on  payment  of 
2s.  per  acre,  and  without  giving  a  guaran- 
tee for  the  fulfilment  of  the  conditions  im- 
posed in  ooimexi(m  with  the  sale. 

Mr.  Chanter.— That  was  under  the  in- 
tended improvement  clause? 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— Yes.  It  seems  al- 
most inconceivable  that  any  Government 
should  have  allowed  land  worth  from  ^£5 
to  j£20  per  acre  to  be  taken  up  on  payment 
of  2S.  per  acre,  and  without  the  imposition  . 
of  any  condition  with  regard  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  remainder.  Yet  we  are  told 
that  men  who  obtained  land  in  this  way 
bought  it,  and  that  they  are  entitled  to 
hold  it,  evOT  though  the  nation  fall.  When 
ne  speak  of  making  an  effort  to  get  back 
this  land  for  the  people,  we  are  told  that 
we  contemplate  confiscation.  In  Victoria, 
in  the  early  days,  there  was  in  operation  a 
law  permitting  the  sale  every  quaner  of 
special  lands  situate  near  towns,  railways, 
and  rivers,  at  the  upset  price  of  per 
acre.  I  ask  honorable  members  to  imagine 
the  nature  of  lands  near  railways,  towns, 
and  rivers  in  Victoria  in  the  sixties.  It  was 
some  of  the  best  land  in  the  State,  and  the 
men  who  had  the  ready  money  to  pay  £1 
an  acre  for  it  in  those  days  _  are, 
in  many  cases,  the  ^^^^^y^f  ^* 
this  time.     And  yet,  wffittSg' propose. 
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by  means  of  a  progressive  land  tax, 
to  enable  the  people  already  here — and 
those  who,  if  we  do  our  duty,  will  come 
here — to  acquire  some  of  this  land,  we  are 
told,  not  only  that  we  are  advocating  oxi- 
fiscati(»i,  but  that  we  are  trying  to  do  that 
which  is  inhuman.  When  we  lode  back  at 
the  systems  under  whicE  many  large  estates 
were  obtained  in  the  early  days,  we  find 
that,  apart  altogether  from  the  equity  of 
land  taxati(Hi,  there  is  justification  for 
the  action  we  propose.  In  1862,  what  is 
known  as  the  Duffy  Act  was  passed.  It 
introduced  into  Victoria  the  principle  of 
free  selectiwi  before  survey,  which  in  its 
operati<»i  in  every  other  State  has  simply 
spelt  "dummying."  Under  it,  men  who 
had  no  money  were  placed  on  the  land  by 
the  Ixinlus  and  otho-  institutions  in  wder  to 
mmopolize  areas  whidi  could  not  other- 
wise be  acquired  by  the  latter  under  the 
«tisting  laws.  So  we  find  that  "  pea- 
cocking "  was  very  prevalent  in  Victoria, 
just  as  it  has  been  in  New  South  Wales, 
and  large  estates  were  put  together  by 
means  of  the  nefarious  laws  passed  by  land- 
lord Parliaments,  and  by  the  illegal  opera- 
tions of  people  who  were  then  utilizing  the 
lands  administration  for  their  own  ends. 
The  trend  of  land  legislation  from  the 
date  when  those  laws  were  comnKxi  to  all 
the  States  is  most  remarkable.  In  1869 
we  find  leases  in  existence,  because  during 
the  sixties  leasehold  laws  were  introduced 
in  Victoria  and  the  other  States.  Those 
leases  were  granted  to  men  who  were  not 
of  the  squatter  class,  but  the  tendency 
was  not  only  for  the  Crown  to  release 
its  hold  upon  those  lands,  but  latterly 
has  been  to  convert  leaseholds  into 
eonditional  purchases  throughout  the  State, 
so  that  men  might  have  some  security 
on  which  to  bOTrow  in  time  of  need.  If 
there  is  OTe  straight  path  for  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  man  on  the  land,  one  way 
which  is  more  potent  than  others  to  aggre- 
gate land  into  large  estates,  it  is  the  con- 
diti<Mial  purchase  system..  That  is  one 
of  the  weapons  used  by  the  monopolist  to 
acquire  the  land  which  a  small  man  may 
hold  under  leasehold  tenure.  Under  the 
conditional  purchase  system  in  New 
South  Wales,  Victoria,  South  Aus- 
tralia, and  Tasmania,  and  to  a  degree 
in  Western  Australia  and  Queensland, 
thousands  of  bond  fide  men  have  been 
tempted  to  mortgage  the  areas  which  they 
formerly  held  under  lease,  when  they  ob- 
tained freehold  titles,  and  the  moment  they 
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put  themselves  in  the  hands  of  the  banks, 
the  moment  they  became  under  an  obli- 
gation to  the  monetary  institutions,  that 
moment  spelt  ruin  to  tlw  majority,  and  the 
addition  of  their  holdings  to  the  large  areas 
then  held  by  banking  institutions  and 
monopolists.  Read  the  history  of  men 
who  have  taken  up  land  tmder  the  ccm- 
ditional  purdiase  system  in  New  South 
Wales,  and  see  how  many  of  tbem  are  left. 
That  system  has  been  simply  a  means  to 
an  end.  It  has  been  a  piece  of  legislation 
which  has  been  used,  and  was  intended  to 
be  used,  and  will  be  used  all  the  ^ime,  few 
the  monopolization  of  land  by  monetary 
institutions  and  land  pirates.  The  usual 
course  of  land  legislati<Ki  is  as  follows: 
First,  when  the  squatter  cannot  get  the 
land,  some  legislator  proposes  <x  Parlia- 
ment passes  a  Bill  to  give  a  twenty-eight 
or  forty-two  years'  lease  to  people  who 
desire  the  use  of  that  land,  but  who  have 
not  much  nKxiey.  As  soon  as  they  get  on 
to  it,  and  have  utilized  it  for  a  time  with 
success,  they  begin  to  hanker  after  the 
freehold  title.  The  next  step  pursued  by 
the  Parliament  is  to  grant  a  perpetual 
lease,  which  is  practically  an  indefeasible 
title,  but  the  men  cm  the  land  are  not  satis- 
fied with  that,  because  they  are  tcrfd  by 
the  banking  institutirais  and  by  th^  squatter 
frirads  that  the  dearest  right  of  &  Britisher 
is  to  own  his  own  home,  and  to  hold  the 
deeds  of  the  land  on  which  he  lives.  They 
are  led  on  by  that  sort  of  cajolery,  until 
they  back  up  an  agitation  which  finally 
induces  Parliament  to  abolish  the  perpetual 
lease  and  grant  them  freeholds.  That  means 
the  death  fcneli  to  many  a  small  settler, 
and  the  aggregation  of  still  larger  estates. 
We  find  the  state  of  affairs  in  Queensland 
to  be  no  different.  The  best  land,  instead 
of  being  available  for  the  people  to  settle 
on,  has  been  monopolized  by  those  who 
took  advantage  of  the  early  laws  of  that 
State.  Up  to  the  date  of  its  separation 
from  New  South  Wales  the  State  of 
Queensland  was  controlled  by  the  laws  of 
that  State,  and  therefore  the  same  condi- 
ti<ms  which  I  described  earlier  as  ap- 
plying in  New  South  Wales  applied  in 
the  early  days  of  Queensland;  but  after 
that  time  we  find  the  Queensland  Govern- 
moit  making  laws  for  the  aggrandizement 
of  land  monopolists,  and  introducing  S)S- 
tems  which  had  been  proved  in  other  States 
to  be  injurious  to  the  welfare  of  the  people. 
In  1908  they  abolished  thg  leasehold  sys- 
tem of  smaU  hcg^gjbi^jO^Wrtained 
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in  the  other  States,  and  restored  the  old 
conditional    purchase  system,  with  more 
liberal  terms.    That  is  another  instance  of 
the  machinations  of  the  law  in  order  to 
bring  about  the  increase  of  large  estates. 
One  att«npt  was  made  in  that  State  to  do 
something  for  the  smaller  men — those  who 
toil  on  the  land,  as  distinct  from  those  who 
make  a  living  simply  by  holding  it.  A 
law  called  the  Co-operative  Communities 
Land  Settlement  Act  was  passed  in  1893, 
and  amended  in  1894,  but  no  action  has 
been  taken  under  it.    It  was  passed  osten- 
sibly to  bring  a  number  of  vorkingmen 
together  to  form  a  co-operative  community, 
and  thereby  to  work  with  greater  advan- 
tage to  each  other  than  they  could  as 
isolated  settlers,  but  neither  the  Parliament 
nor  the  newspapers  of  Queensland  have 
educated  the  people  up  to  the  advantages 
offered  to  them  by  that  law.    It  remains  a 
dead  letter,  after  fifteen  or  sixteen  years' 
existence.    No  effort  has  been  made  by  the 
newspapers,  which  are  so  deeply  interested 
in  advancing  the  welfare  of  Australia,  to 
point  the  people  the  way  to  co-operative 
effort,  so  that  they  might  use  the  land  with 
benefit  to  themselves  and  advantage  to  the 
State.    I  now  come  to  South  Australia. 
My  object  in  these  observations  is  to  prove 
that  all  through  the  making  of  the  land 
laws  of  the  States  of  Australia,  the  same 
pernicious   influence  has  been   at  work, 
the  same  neglect  has  been  bestowed  upon 
this  question  by  Parliament,  and  the  same 
ruinous  laws  have  been  placed  upon  the 
statute-book  for  the  disinheriting  of  the 
people.  I  find  that  just  prior  to  South  Aus- 
tralia being  granted  responsible  government, 
what  is  known  as  the  **  Wakefield  scheme  " 
of  settlement  was  adopted.   A  gentleman 
by  the  name  of  Wakefield  was  sent  out  to 
South  Australia  by  the  British  Government 
for  the  purpose  of  organizing  that  Crown 
Colonv,     and     preparing    it     for  self- 
government    which    was    pending.  His 
inission  was  to  sell  the  waste  or  unapprop- 
riated lands  at  a  hig^i  fjrice,  the  revenue 
thus  obtained  being  utilized  to  secure  im- 
migrants, who  were  to  provide  hired  labour 
for  the  cultivation  of  those  lands. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — The  price  was  fixed  in 
London  before  the  country  was  even  ex 
plored. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  am  informed  bv 
the  homvable  member  for  Boothbv  that  the 
price  charged  for-  these  lands  was  fixed  in 
London  before  the  country  had  been  sur- 
veyed, and  before  anything  was  known  as 


to  its  quality.  The  system  adopted  may 
be  one  of  the  best  for  laying  the  founda- 
tion of  a  State,  but,  in  my  opiniOT,  it  has 
proved  to  be  one  of  the  very  worst  in  the 
interests  of  the  people.  Mr.  Wakefield's 
scheme,  however,  contained  two  wise  pro- 
visions. It  provided  that  no  State  church 
was  to  be  recognised,  and  that  no  convicts 
were  to  be  transported  to  South  Australia. 
For  the  latter  provision,  especially,  Mr. 
Wakefield  is  deserving  of  the  greatest 
credit.  According  to  the  <^ial  Year- 
book— 

He  had  observetj  the  evils  which  in  other  Col- 
onies had  arisen  from  the  granting  of  large 
tracts  of  country  to  intending  settlers,  out  of  all 
proportion  either  to  their  individual  requirements 
or  the  capacity  of  the  grantees  to  successfully 
deal  therewith. 

Mr.  Wakefield  practically  lodged  that  in- 
dictment against  the  eflfect  of  the  laws 
under  which  New  South  Wales  and  Vic- 
toria had  been  settled,  and  as  a  remedy  ap- 
plied the  system  to  which  I  have  referred. 
We  all  know  the  conditions  which  obtain 
in  South  Australia  to-day.  There  large 
estates,  which  should  be  supporting  human 
beings,  are  being  utilized  merely  for  pas- 
toral purposes.  Right  in  the  heart  of  that 
State,  close  to  railways,  lands  which  could 
profitably  be  used  for  closer  settlement  are 
being  kept  out  of  cultivation.  I  come  now 
to  Western  Australia  where  it  is  said  there 
is  land  available  for  all.  What  is  the 
position  there  ?  While  vet  it  was  a  Crown 
ColfMiy,  the  British  tlovernment  granted  to 
a  combine  one  of  the  most  gigantic  con- 
cessi<Kis  that  has  ever  been  granted  in  the 
history  of  Australia.  It  granted  this  con- 
cession to  what  is  called  the  "  Jarrah  " 
ccxnbine,  with  the  result  that  to-day  the 
whole  of  that  valuable  timber,  covering 
thousands  and  thousands  of  acres — timber 
which  cannot  be  equalled  in  any  part  of 
the  world — is  m<Miopolized  by  a  combine. 
The  British  Government  did  this  without 
knowing  what  it  was  doing.  It  is  one  of 
the  burdens  which  the  residents  of  Western 
Australia  have  to  carry,  and  which  they 
cannot  remove,  because  the  concessiwi  was 
granted  under  an  Imperial  Act  whidi  the 
State  Legislature  has  not  power  to  veto. 
Again,  numerous  tracts  of  country  have  been 
granted  by  the  Government  of  that  State 
to  railway  syndicates,  and  others.  Large 
areas  are  monopolized  in  this  way.  The 
system  of  selling  land  by  axKtion  was  in- 
t  roduced  in  Western  A  ust ral  ia  in  1877, 
quite  early  in  the  history  o^  responsible  go- 
vernment.   Thisct^eg^Cfe^Ogteof  the 
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means  by  which  the  mov^x^ist  has  sought 
to  gain  OHitrol  of  the  lands  of  the  country. 
In  1890,  the  whole  of  the  Lands  Acts  of 
Western  Australia  were  consolidated. 
Under  such  circumstances,  <Mie  would  have 
imagined  that  the  land  laws  of  that  State 
would  not  require  amendjnent  for  some 
time.  But  what  do  we  find  ?  An  Amend- 
ing Land  Act  was  introduced  in  1899,  an- 
other in  1900,  another  in  1902,  another  in 
X904,  another  in  1905,  and  another  in 
1 906.  Surely  the  Parliament  of  that 
State  must  be  merely  playing  with  land 
legislati<xi  when  it  is  necessary  to  amend 
the  law  year  after  year  ova:  a  series  of 
seven  years !  Yet  we  are  totd  that  in 
Western  Australia,  there  is  land  available 
for  all.  If  that  be  so,  why  was  it  neces-. 
sary  for  the  Government  of  Western  Aus- 
tralia, in  1896.  to  introduce  and  get  passed 
into  law  the  Repurchase  of  Crown  Lands 
Act,  which  provided  for  the  repurchase  of 
estates  which  had  been  monoporized  in  the 
way  I  have  indicated?  The  thing  carries 
vits  own  condemnation  upon  its  face.  In 
Tasmania,  too,  there  has  been  a  scientific 
system  of  jobbery  perpetrated  in  connexion 
with  Crown  l^ds.  For  years  that  little 
State  has  been  strangled  bv  the  evils  of 
land  monopoly.  No  less  than  70,000  acres 
of  its  best  lands  were  alienated  from  the 
Crown,  on  the  occasicHi  of  the 
first  land  sale  there,  for  ;^2o,ooo. 
The  first  land  that  was  sold  In  that  island 
ronsisted  of  the  land  upon  which  the  cap- 
ital and  the  great  towns  of  the  State  have 
been  built,  the  Land  on  the  river  sides,  in 
other  words,  the  land  that  had  all  the  ad- 
vantages that  Nature  could  bestow  upon  it. 
That  land  was  practically  sold  for  58.  An 
acre.  Is  it  any  wcnder  that  the  land-owners 
of  Tasmania  resist  the  movement  to  break  up 
land  monopoly  ?  Between  the  years  i860 
and  1870  thirteen  Land  Acts  were  passed 
in  Tasmania.  My  own  experience  in  New 
South  Wales  has  been  that  amending  land 
laws  have  ever  been  introduced  when  the 
old  provisicKis  were  played  out.  That  is 
to  say,  when  the  land-owners  had  worked 
out  one  lafr,  and  could  effect  no  more  mon- 
opoly under  it,  they  engineered  the  passing 
of  a  new  Land  Act  ostensibly  in  the  in- 
terests of  small  settlers,  but  when  one  reads 
into  these  amending  Acts  one  finds  that 
their  intenti<m  was  merely  to  give  the 
monopolists  an  opportunity  of  acquiring 
more  land  than  they  formerly  held.  A  new 
system  was  introduced  under  the  Jast  of 
the  thirteen  Tasmanian  Land  Acts.  It 
adopted  the  principle  of  conditional  pur- 
dir.  Webster. 


chase.  I  should  like  those  honorable  mem- 
bers who  know  something  about  additional 
purchase  in  other  States   to  consider  the 

marvellous  conditions  which  were  attached 
to  the  system  in  Tasmania.  The  only  obli- 
gation to  be  fulfilled  was  that  the  selectw 
or  his  tenant  must  occupy  for  one 
year,  or  until  the  full  purchase  money 
was  paid.  The  underlying  condition 
of  conditional  purchase  was  that  the 
balance  of  payment  should  be  spread 
over  a  period  of  years.  It  was  a  system 
which  was  nominally  designed  to  put  men  of 
small  means  on  the  land.  But  in  Tasmania 
the  Legislature  provided  that  the  man  who 
paid  cash  should  get  his  land  at  a  pre- 
mium as  oxnpared  with  the  man  who  bought 
on  credit.  Agricultural  land  under  the 
conditional  purchase  system  was  sold  at  j£i 
per  acre ;  pastoral  land  at  5s.  per  acre. 
Imagine  those  prices,  and  then  consider  the 
value  of  land  in  Tasmania  to-day.  Re< 
member  also  that  those  who  paid  cash  ob- 
tained the  land  without  any  guarantee  to 
the  State  that  they  would  live  upcm  it,  with- 
out any  guarantee  of  peimanert  settlanent 
whatever.  In  fact,  the  Tasmanian  Legis- 
lature passed  a  law  whereby  practk^ally  the 
whole  of  the  island  could  have  been  bought 
up  by  anyone  who  had  sufficient  money,  and 
the  people  of  the  country  could  have  been 
shut  out  from  their  heritage  for  all  time. 
How  did  the  law  treat  men  who  had  very 
little  money  ?  Such  a  man  had  to  pav  6s.  8d. 
per  acre  more  than  the  man  who  paid  cash. 
The  system  simply  meant  that  the  purchaser 
who  had  little  or  no  money  would  be  long- 
ing for  the  day  to  come  when  he  would  be 
able  to  pay  off  the  balance  of  the  purchase 
money  due,  so  as  to  relieve  him  of  the  addi- 
tional charfi^  of  one-third  the  amount  paid 
by  the  cash  buyer.  Such  are  the  laws  under 
which  our  lands  have  been  alienated.  Such 
were  the  conditions  laid  down  by  Parlia- 
ments that  were  corrupt,  by  land  administra- 
tions that  were  dishonest,  under  land  laws 
which  were  iniquitous  in  their  application, 
and  which  have  conduced  to  all  the  trouble 
which  we,  as  the  representatives  of  the 
people,  have  to  remedy  if  we  are  to  save 
this  country  from  the  destruction  and  doom 
which  must  otherwise  await  it.  I  have  given 
a  bird's-eye  view  of  the  land  conditions 
which  have  prevailed  in  the  States  of  this 
Commonwealth  in  order  to  show  the  main 
character  of  the  laws  under  which  land 
monopoly  has  been  built  up.  I  have  done 
so  because  it  is  necessary  to  show  that,  al- 
though the  land  laws  of  th,e  different  States 
have  differed  iifci^ji^iyQaEgaclgi^een  no 
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difference  with  regard  to  the  land  monopoly 
which  our  land  lefiisLation  has  fostered. 
There  has  been  no  real  difference  in  the 
character  of  the  laws  under  which  we  have 
failed  to  settle  Australia,  except  that  some 
of  the  States  have  had  worse  land  laws  than 
others.  It  cannot  be  shown  that  in  any 
one  State  just  laws  have  been  placed  upon 
the  statute-book  bv  those  who  were  in- 
trusted with  legislative  duties.  I  will  point 
out  one  case  out  of  many  that  have  come 
under  my  notice.  The  squatter  king  of 
Australia  to-day  is,  I  am  informed,  a  per- 
son named  Fawkner,  who  has  a  holding  on 
the  Murray  comprising  750,000  acres.  Tht 
average  value  of  that  lanH  is  estimated  by 
good  judges  to  be  j£4  per  acre.  That  is 
to  sav,  this  person  owns  three-quarters  of 
a  million  acres  of  the  best  land  on  the  best 
river  of  Australia,  having  an  aggregate 
value  of  ;£3,ooo,ooo  sto'ling,  whilst  our 
farmers'  sons  are  crying  out  for  opportuni- 
ties to  use  their  muscle  and  their  energy 
to  produce  the  wealth  that  the  land  alone 
can  enable  them  to  produce.  I  am  informed 
by  those  who  know  that  this  particular  hold- 
ing is  so  well  adapted  to  the  purposes  for 
which  it  is  used  that  some  portions  of  it 
will  carry  a  beast  to  the  acre,  and  that 
even  some  of  the  worst  of  it  will  carry  two 
sheep  to  the  acre. 

Mr.  Page. — Is  there  any  chance  of  get- 
ting seme  of  that  land? 

Mr.  Agar  WyroiE, — Can  it  be  bought  for 
j£4  an  acre? 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  said  that  the  aver- 
age value  was  ^£4  an  acre.  Some  of  it  is 
being  sold  at  from  j(^6  to  j£S  an  acre. 

Mr.  Agar  Wynne. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber should  take  some  of  us  to  have  a 
look  at  it.  I  have  never  seen  any  land 
like  that. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  have  lived  in  New 
South  Wales  for  many  years,  but  until  I 
went  to  the  Upper  Murray  I  did  not  believe 
that  there  was  land  there  that  would  carry 
a  beast  to  the  acre.  But  honest  settlers  in 
the  neighbourhood  leave  me  with  no  reason 
to  doubt  them  when  thev  tell  me  that  land 
similar  to  that  of  which  I  am  speaking  will 
carrv  a  beast  to  the  acre;  and  during  the 
drought  of  1902,  Sir  Samuel  McCaughey, 
one  of  the  largest  pastoralists  in  New  South 
Wales,  depastured  !<;  sheep  to  the  acre  fnr 
three  months  on  Upper  Murray  land. 
These  facts  are  related  to  me  bv  people  who 
live  in  the  district,  and  whose  information 
can  be  relied  upon.  T  have  said  that  the 
land  ownefl  by  this  squatter  king,  Fawk- 
ner, is  worth  ^3,000,000.  Not  onlv  so, 
[41] 


but  every  year,  by  reason  of  the  wool  crop, 
his  sa  les  of  stud  sheep,  and  his 
surplus  stock  and  other  products,  he 
is  practically  receiving  an  income  of 
^^250, 000  a  year  from  his  holding.  Even 
that  is  not  all.  The  cattle  on  the 
estate  are  not  included  in  the  estimate. 
The  profits  derived  from  the  running  of 
cattle  on  the  holding  are  sufficient  to  meet 
the  whole  of  the  expenses  of  management, 
and  the  owner  is  left  with  a  clear  income 
of  ;£25o,ooo  a  year  from  the  750,000 
acres  of  the  best  land  of  the  country.  Men 
who,  like  the  Prime  Minister,  speak  of  the 
necessity  of  filling  up  our  empty  spaces, 
and  of  the  danger  to  the  Empire  under 
these  conditions,  and  who,  with  a  know- 
ledge of  the  conditions  existing  in  every 
State  in  the  Conuwrnwealth,  will  not  tal^ 
more  drastic  action  than  the  Government 
propose  to  take  to  remedy  the  evils  to 
which  I  refer,  are  not  patriots,  and  have  not 
the  welfare  of  the  country  at  heart,  but  are 
merely  mouthing  patriotism.  I  can  speak 
from  personal  knowledge  of  New  South 
Wales  ccmditions,  and  I  could  point  to 
township  after  township  in  that  great  State 
that  is  being  strangled  and  prevented  from 
expansion  because  the  surrounding  lands 
are  held  by  absentees,  land  mcmopolists, 
and  banks.  I  refer  honorable  members  to 
Quirindi,  a  town  on  the  Liverpool  plains, 
one  of  the  richest  parts  of  New  South  Wales, 
as  a  case  in  point.  That  town  has  no  scope 
for  expansion,  because  it  is  surrounded  by 
780,000  acres  of  land  on  which  sheep  are 
being  run  to-day.  This  place  is  about 
200  miles  from  Sydney.  These  large  estates 
do  nothing  fot  the  support  and  progress  of 
the  towns  which  they  surround.  All  their 
requirements  are  supplied  by  wholesale 
stores  in  Sydney.  Even  the  men  employed 
upon  them  do  not  patronize  the  local  store- 
keepers who  try  to  make  a  living  in  the 
country  towns.  They  do  not  spend  their 
money  in  the  towns  for  the  benefit  of  the 
residents,  but  at  the  stores  established  on 
the  stations.  We  have  great  stations, 
managed  by  men  who  are  paid  £100  or 
;^i5o  a  year,  a  miserable  pittance  for  the 
responsibilities  they  assume,  and  who  are 
coining  money  year  after  year  from  the 
golden  fleece  for  the  enrichment  of  banks 
or  absentees,  for  whwn  this  country  is  not 
good  enough  to  live  in.  Many  of  the 
owners  of  these  lands  have  chosen  to  enjoy 
the  more  civilized  conditions  of  Great  Bri- 
tain and  other  countries,  while  they  draw 
their  incomes  from  a  cmiotry  which  they 
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are  assisting  to  strangle  by  preventing  the 
adoption  of  the  rifilit  means  for  its  protec- 
tion. I  could  take  honorable  members 
from  the  south  coast  of  New  South  Wales 
to  Tenterfieid,  on  the  Queensland  Border, 
and  back  from  east  to  west,  and  show  them 
what  land  maiopoly  is  doing  in  that  great 
State  to  prevent  the  development  of  the 
country.  Yet  we  have  men  here  who  tell 
LIS  that  they  are  going  to  leave  the  settle- 
ment of  this  question  to  the  State  Par- 
liaments. They  have  not  the  courage  them- 
selves to  do  their  duty  to  the  nation.  They 
are  not  imbued  with  any  desire  to  give  legis- 
lative effect  to  their  professions.  They 
tell  us  that  we  should  give  a  Dreadnought, 
or  ;^2,ooo,ooo,  to  Great  Britain,  in  order 
to  save  the  country.  They  tell  us  a  num- 
ber  of  other  things  which  should  be  dcme 
to  this  end,  but  they  vrill  not  move  c/na 
.step  to  do  the  one  thing  which  will  save  us, 
the  iMtrsting  up  of  land  monopoly  in  Aus- 
tralia. A  day  of  retribution  conies  to 
nations  as  to  men.  -  Men  who  break  natural 
laws,  and  refuse  to  make  a  rijht  use  of  the 
talents  with  which  we  are  endowed,-  must 
pay  the  poialty  sooner  or  later,  and  in  the 
same  way  nations  must  pay  penalties  for  all 
n^lect  of  national  business.  This  day  of 
recktxiing  in  Australia  is  coming  faster 
than  honorable  members  opposite  appear  to 
think,  yet  they  sit  there,  and  say  that  we 
should  leave  the  settlemoit  of  this  question 
to  the  State  Parliaments.  God  help  us 
if  we  have  to  depend  upon  the  State  Par- 
liaments to  do  that  which  is  necessary  to 
save  the  countrj-  and  protect  its  people.  I 
wish  to  say  that  in  this  country,  more  than 
in  any  other  1  kiww  of,  land  hunger  and 
land  monopoly  aie  found  side  fa?  side. 
Ev^ywhere  one  goes  he  finds  the  hunger 
for  land,  and  with  it  land  mtxiopoly.  I 
have  been  privileged,  as  a  rei^esentative  of 
the  people,  to  travel  on  two  occasions 
through  this  Commonwealth  in  the  per- 
fonnance  of  my  duty.  I  have  not 
done  so  to  enjoy  a  pleasure  trip,  but 
for  an  object-lesson  and  an  education.  I 
have  tried  to  qualify  myself  for  the  great 
responsibilities  which  I  undertook  wlren  I 
asked  the  people  to  return  me  to  the 
national  Parliament.  It  is  because  I  have 
closely  observed  the  ccntditions  existing  in 
the  different  States  and  have  tak»t  the 
trouble  to  secure  information  at  first  hand 
thnt  I  feel  so  keenly  the  magnitude  of 
the  fvil  of  land  monopoly.  Our  laws, 
as  I  have  said  before,  have  been  made  bv 
iaw>ers.  If  we  look  into  the  history  of 
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the  various  States  of  the  Commoowealtii, 
rend  their  Hansards,  and  note  the  mon- 
bers  of  the  various  State  Parliaments  and 
Go^'er^lme^ts,  I  undertake  to  say  that  we 
shall  find  the  hand  of  the  l^al  man  in 
all  their  legislation.  It  is  tlie  curse  of 
our  land  laws  that  they  have  been  framed 
by  lawyers  for  landlords,  and  not  for  the 
people.  The  lawy«-s  have  w<»ked  as 
they  always  do  for  m(xx>poly  for  those  who 
could  pay  them  best-  Election  to  a  State 
Parliament  has  been  for  a  lawyer  not 
only  an  education,  but  an  opportunity,  and, 
as  a  rule,  they  liave  not  failed  to  make 
the  liest  use  of  that  opportunity  in  their 
own  interests.  As  a  member  of  the  New 
Ssuth  Wales  Parliament,  when  the  Land 
Act  of  1903  was  passed,  I  found  that  the 
only  men  I  had  to  waich  in  the  interests 
of  the  settlers  I  represented  were  the 
lawyers.  I  forgot  ioc  the  moment  an- 
other section,  who,  if  possiSle,  might  have 
Ijeen  regarded  as  worse  than  the  lawyers. 
That  section  had  grown  up  of  recent  years 
and  w  as  comprised  of  men  who  were 
known  as  political  ,land  agents.  They 
were  members  of  Parliament,  who,  instead 
of  doing  their  duty  to  the  people  free  of 
charge  as  they  ought  to  have  dcme,  inaa- 
giirated  a  system  under  which  they  claimed 
a  share  of  what  formerly  fell  to  the  law- 
yers alone.  We  all  know  what  has  been 
the  result  of  this  form  of  land  agency,  not 
only  in  New  South  Wales,  but  in  every 
State  in  the  Commonwealth.  We  all  know 
the  type  of  man  who  took  up  this  jol> 
of  political  land  agency.  Any  one  with  a 
knowledge  of  physiognomy  or  phrenology 
would  as  soon  trust  his  child  to  the  tender 
mercies  oi  a  tiger  as  he  would  trust  the 
interests  of  the  people  to  the  mercies  of 
an  ordinary  political  land  agent.  Looking 
at  the  position  of  affairs  in  New 
South  Wales,  the  year  before  Federation, 
I  found  in  the  district  I  represented,  and 
I  mentiwi  this  as  an  illu.stration,  that  cer- 
tain nefarious  practices  were  being  resorted 
to.  But  when  I  looked  up  the  law 
under  which  these  people  were  operating, 
1  disco\ered  a  section  which  it  would 
require  the  ingenuity  of  a  Philadelpia 
lawyer  to  interpret.  After  much  study, 
I  discovered  that  the  wording  of  the 
section  which  was  being  used  to  put  the 
people  off  the  lands  in  New  South  Walea 
at  that  time  and  to  alienate  them  whole- 
sale was  due  to  the  subtlety  of  a  lawyer. 
Was  it  done  oiienly?  No.  Was  it  introduced 
into  the  Legislative  AssMc^Iy  ?  No;  they 
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did  not  introduce  tbe  provision  while  the 
measure  was  before  tlie  popular  Ciiamber, 
but  waited  until  it  reached  tbe  House  of 
landlords,  to  whom  the  Prime  Minister 
wants  to  trust  the  destinies  of  Australia. 
At  the  end  of  the  discussion  in  Committee 
a  very  presentable  person — a  genial,  affable, 
hail-fellow-well-met  sort  of  man — rose  and 
said,  quite  innocently:  "  Mr.  Chairman,  I 
desire  to  move  an  amendment  in  clause  so- 
and-so  in  order  to  express  more  clearly  the 
phraseology.  It  will  not  interfere  with  the 
principfe  at  ail."  And  with  the  delivery 
of  those  few  words,  which  no  one  seemed 
to  doubt,  it  was  inserted.  I'he  Bill  was 
returned  to  the  people's  House,  but  no  one 
saw  the  efifect  of  the  amendment.  It  was 
one  of  the  most  deadly  provisions  ever 
included  in  an  Act  of  Parliament  in  any 
country.  In  my  district  it  put  more  men 
•ff  the  land  in  three  years  than  had  been  put 
on  for  many  years  previously.  It  introduced 
a  system  of  land  agency  the  like  of  which 
has  never  been  known,  even  in  America,  the 
home  of  scandals.  The  amendnient  was 
framed  by  a  lawyer,  and  subtly  introduced 
through  an  innocent  friend  who  he  thought 
might  not  be  suspected ,  and  ther^y 
an  injury  was  done  to  the  country. 
Practical  men  who  sold  their  land  are 
walking  the  road  with  their  Blueys  as  the 
result  of  the  operation  of  that  provision  of 
a  damnable  statute.  I  could  go  through 
Ihe  land  laws,  as  I  have  done  in  the  State 
Parliament,  and  pcHnt  out  blots  and  blem- 
>^es,  pitfalls  and  ruinous  provisions,  put 
there  by  members  of  the  legal  profession 
since  they  have  had  to  do  with  the  framing 
«f  legislation.  But  one  illustration  is  as 
good  as  a  hundred.  When  I  glance  across 
the  table  and  see  a  Government  constituted 
•f  seven  lawyers  I  tremble  for  the  welfare 
»f  mv  country.  There  were  seven  lawyers 
out  of  ten  in  the  Government  of  which  the 
bcHiorabie  member  for  Ballarat  was  Attnr- 
ney-Goieral.  There  are  seven  lawyers 
out  of  ten  in  the  Go\'ernment  of  which  he 
is  Prime  Minister,  and,  in  addition  to  them, 
it  includes  an  ex-land  agoit.  That  caps  the 
whole  thing.  What  chance  have  two  lay- 
men in  ccmtending  against  a  devil's  brigade 
of  that  number?  It  is  a  lamentable  thing 
that  our  politics  are  drifting  into  the  h.Tnds 
<rf  law)-ers  and  the  press.  The  press  is 
trying  to  dominate  us  from  the  outside,  and 
Ihe  l^al  element  is  dominating  us  inside. 
God  knows  whether  the  people  will  wake 
up  to  the  enormity  of  the  position  or  not, 
but   if   they   do   not   th«r   latter  state 


will  be  worse  than,  it  is  to-day. 
Every  State  law  I  have  read  has 
in  its  inddaice,  if  not  by  its  intenti<xi, 
perpetuated  and  extended  the  mom^liza- 
tion  of  God's  bwitage  by  the  few.  And 
because  we  know  that  by  these  machinations 
laws  have  been  made  and  lands  acquired 
we  are  told  by  honorable  members  opposite 
that  we  must  trust  to  the  people  who  made 
sudi  laws  for  the  salvation  of  Australia. 
What  is  the  positim  to-day  ?  Are  not  men 
trekking  from  one  St^  to  the  other  right 
through  the  Commonwealth  ?  Are  not  land- 
holders whose  families  have  grown  too  large 
for  their  original  holding,  and  who  are  un- 
able to  get  any  land  for  their  growing  swis 
and  daughters,  selling  out  to  the  land 
monopolists  in  Victoria.  Nfew  South 
Wales,  and  Tasmania,  and  going  where 
they  can  find  a  larger  area?  Are  they 
not  trekking  just  as  the  Boers  did  from 
one  part  of  South  Africa  to  another  as 
they  were  hunted  by  the  enemy  of  their 
race?  That,  in  a  country  embradng  an 
area  of  nearly  three  million  square  miles, 
and  containing  only  four  and  a  quarter 
millions  of  people,  men  ^ould  have  to 
forfeit  their  homes  and  seek  land  in  order 
to  employ  the  labour  of  their  children  is 
a  disgraceful  thing,  and  it  is  not  credit- 
able to  those  who  are  respcsisible  there- 
for. Then  we  come  to  the  recent  efforts 
at  closer  settlement.  I  do  not  intend  to 
give  at  this  stage  any  mere  make-believe, 
but  a  few  facts  regarding  the  eflF<H-ts  at 
ckser  settlement  whidi  the  new  Government 
are  relying  upon  the  States  to  mate.  The 
premier  term  for  what  is  called  closer  settle- 
ment in  the  States  is  "closure"  settlement. 
The  value  of  the  land  is  inflated  by  rea- 
son of  the  Government  being  a  competitor 
for  the  purchase  thereof.  Tbe  prioe  which 
settlers  have  to  pay  for  the  country  thay 
take  up,  the  prioe  which  is  charged  for 
private  land,  is  of  such  a  chara<^  that 
no  matt«'  how  early  or  late  they  may  work 
they  are  destined  to  fall  uito  the  hands  <^ 
the  mortgagee,  and  ev^tually  the  land  will 
practically  be  confiscated  by  that  enemy 
of  land  settlement — a  monetary  institution. 
Properly  speaking,  it  should  be  called 
closure  settlement.  In  mv  own  district 
several  new  estates  were  cut  up  a  fewvears 
ago,  and  the  prices  run  up  at  auction  sales. 
I^Ien  who  accepted  the  responsibility  of  a 
large  liability  are  struggling  imder  a  bur- 
den which  they  can  scarcely  bear,  although 
only  a  couple  of  years  have  gone  by.  I 

am  satisfied  that  there  is^a^valuei^  land 
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be}'<Mid  which  a  man  cannot  make  a  profit, 
md  that  that  limit  is  reached  with  the  bulk 
of  the  land  that  is  offered  by  the  Govern- 
ment or  private  individuals  in  the  form  of 
-:loser  settlement  areas  to-day.  It  may  not  lie 
known  to  honorable  members,  or  the  public 
jenerally,  that  the  larger  portion  of  the 
land  held  in  the  States  is  not  held  by  the 
men  in  whose  names  it  appears,  but  is 
practically  held  by  monetary  institutions 
—not  monetary  institutions  which  have 
'heir  headquarters  in  Australia,  but  mone- 
Miy  institutions  which  are  directed  in  out- 
side countries.  That  is  another  great  and 
trying  danger  to  the  welfare  of  the  Com- 
mcmwealth.  I  speak  on  behalf  of  the  men 
who  are  being  coaxed  into  the  closure  set- 
Iwnent  arena.  "What  do  you  know  of 
he  farmer?"  is  a  question  which  I  have 
often  been  ^asked.  Some  persons  imagine 
that  the  farmer  has  no  friends  on  this  side 
of  the  House.  Some  of  the  farmers  them- 
selves are  being  led  by  the  wiles  of  the 
Employers'  Union,  by  the  tender-  caressing 
of  the  squatter  class  and  the  mcmopolistlc 
-■lass — they  are  being  led  away  to  believe 
'hat  Short  is  their  friend  and  not  Codlin. 
Fn  other  words,  that  honorable  members 
on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  who  have 
ever  made  laws  to  disinherit  them,  are 
their  friends,  whilst  we,  on  this  side,  who 
have  ever  fought  in  the  State  Parliaments  or 
ntherwise  to  liberalize  the  laws  as  far  as 
possible,  are  their  enemies.  Was  ever  abodv 
of  men  so  deceived  as  the  farming  class  of 
Australia  are  being  deceived  to-day?  Who 
is  likely  to  sympathize  with  the  fanner, 
who  is  struggling  by  the  sweat  of  his  brow 
to  gain  a  livelihood  for  himself  and  those 
dependent  upon  him,  unless  it  be  the  man 
who  knows  what  it  is  to  toil  and  has  sym- 
pathy with  those  who  have  to  do  so?  1 
offer  no  apology  for  malting  an  appeal  on 
behalf  of  the  farmer,  because  my  mother 
was  one  of  fourteen  children  whorn  a  farm 
labourer  tried  to  rear  on  ten  shillings  a 
week  and  skimmed  milk  obtained  from  the 
farm.  I  have  heard  the  story  of  the 
struggles  of  the  farmers  in  the  Old  Coun- 
try. I  have  been  told  how  hard  it  was 
!o  save  the  Wves  of  the  little  ones.  Mv 
father  was  a  man  who  had  received  no 
education.  He  neyer,  as  a  boy,  learned 
to  read  or  write,  and  neyer  saw  the 
inside  of  a  school.  His  first  occu- 
pation was  that  of  a  scare-crow,  he 
being  employed  to  frighten  crows  from  the 
whe:it  which  otherwise  they  would  have 
destroyed.  I  come  from  a  mother  who 
3ir.  Webster. 


had  to  work  in  the  fields  picking  turnips, 
when  her  fingers  tingled  with  the  frost 
.lying  on  the  leaves.  Is  it  to  be  said  tiiat 
I  have  not  inherited  sympathy  fen*  those 
who  are  struggling  on  the  land?  When  a 
boy,  I  never  knew  what  it  was  to  play  at 
football  or  cricket,  my  every  hour  being 
occupied  with  digging,  setting,  hoeing, 
weeding,  thinning,  or  han-esting  the  little 
crops  which  my  father  used  to  grow  to 
help  to  support  his  family  of  eleven,  of 
which  I  was  the  eldest  son.  I  used  to 
have  to  go  out  and  manure  the  fields  to 
make  the  herbage  grow  more  prolifically. 
My  father  planted  a  rotation  of  crops,  be- 
ginning with  root,  and  finishing  with  seed, 
crops.  W^hen  the  last  wheat  crop  was  gar- 
nered, he  would  sow  clover  and  rye 
grass,  to  provide  food  for  the  cow  ot  two 
that  we  depastured.  I  have  stood  by  the 
side  of  a  dash-chum,  on  a  three-legged 
stool,  because  I  was  not  high  enough  to 
operate  it  whilst  standing  on  the  ground, 
helping  my  mother  to  separate  the  butter 
from  the  thick  and  sour  milk.  In  the 
winter  time,  the  milk  sranetimes  would  not 
"break"  in  this  primitive  appliance,  until 
four  hours  had  been  occupied  in  chumin^ 
and  I  remember  how  my  arms  used  to  ache 
at  the  work.  Am  I  to  be  told  that  I  do 
not  know  anything  about  the  conditi<xi  of 
the  farmers,  or  that  I  do  not  understand 
what  makes  a  man  sympathetic  with  those 
on  the  land  ?  Away  in  North  Wales,  I 
had  to  take  my  place  at  the  old  single- 
furrowed  plough,  and  had  not  gone  far  be- 
fore the  share  violently  struck  against  a. 
rock,  causing  t\u*.  handle  to  hit  noe  so 
severely  on  the  ribs  that  I  carried  the 
mark  for  many  weeks  afterwards,  as 
punishment  for  my  incautiousness  in  not 
watching  for  such,  olwtacles.  I  also  as- 
sisted, when  a  lad  of  sixteen  or  seventeen, 
in  reaping  with  the  sickle,  and  in  binding 
the  sheaves,  and  in  earlier  days,  with  my 
little  brothers  and  sisters,  gleaned  the  wheat 
left  by  the  hand-rakers,  threshed  it  out 
with  the  flail,  and  took  it  to  the  old  wind 
mill,  where  it  was  ground  to  feed  the 
family.  All  my  boyhood  days  were  spent 
in  helping  my  parents  to  support  their 
large  family.  Yet  I  am  told  that  I  ha^-e 
no  sympathy  with  the  man  on  the  land  ! 
I  know  what  it  is  to  have  to  toil  to  earn 
a  living  by  the  sweat  of  my  brow.  Are 
such  men  as  myself  not  to  be  trusted  with 
tHe  interests  of  the  primary  producers, 
while  those  sitting  opposite,  who  have  fat- 
tened and  battened  oty^^fil^^gpopoly. 
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and  disinheriting  the  people,  are  to  be 
looked  upon  as  the  saviours  of  the  nr-en  on 
the  land?  Let  us  consider  what  has  been 
the  progress  of  settlement  in  New  South 
Wales  of  recent  years.  In  1907  the  area 
under  crop  there  was  ,-1,870  acres  less 
than  it  was  in  1906,  while  the  area  under 
crop  in  1908  was  254,074  acres  less  than 
in  the  preceding  year.  The  agriculture  of 
New  South  Wales,  instead  ot  increasing, 
is  diminishing.  In  .  1908  there  were  more 
than  a  quarter  of  a  million  acres  less  under 
crop  than  in  1907.  Notwithstanding  that 
the  value  of  agricultural  produce  was 
higher  in  1908  Sian  in  1907,  the  total 
value  of  the  production  of  1908  was  «ily 
j£6, 587 , 990,  while  that  of  the  preced- 
ing year  was  ^^7 , 5 1 7 , 550,  or  nearly 
^1,000,000  more.  Yet  we  aie  told  that 
the  State  is  prospermg,  and  that  its  land 
is  being  put  to  the  best  uses.  What  is 
happening  is  that  the  land  is  passing  into 
the  hands  of  the  monopolists,  and  this  wilt 
continue  so  long  as  the  present  laws  remain 
operative.  me  now  show  how  the 

closer  settlement  administraticoi  ib  New 
South  Wales  has  resulted.  The  first  estate 
resumed  for  closer  settlement  was  Myall 
Creek,  in  the  Gwydir  electorate.  It  was 
divided  into  1^4  farms,  and  cost  £162,^84, 
the  average  cost  to  those  who  settled  on 
it  being  ^^1,212.  Another  estate — Gobba- 
gumbalin — was  divided  into  r37  farms.  It 
cost  jC,2,^6,ioi,  and  the  average  cost 
to  each  settler  upon  it  was  i , 7 23. 
The  Marra  estate  was  divided  into  forty- 
five  farms,  at  a  cost  of  jQyj, 174,  or  an 
average  cost  to  each  farmer  of  ^i,jtS. 
This  was  the  first  effort  at  closer  settlement 
under  the  administration  of  the  Hon.  James 
Ashton,  and  the  total  in  his  time  amounted 
to  316  farms,  at  a  cost  of  ^^^475, 686,  with 
a  cost  to  the  settlers  of  505.  Where 
is  the  possibility  of  a  settler  making  a  liv- 
ing who  has  to  undertake  such  a  burden  ? 
I  mention  this  to  prove  what  I  said  before, 
namely,  that  closure  settlement,  and  not 
cl(^r  settlement,  should  be  the  phrase,  be- 
cause it  is  only  a  matter  of  time  when  the 
sutler  will  let  both  burden  and  land  go. 
I  now  come  to  the  result  of  the  second 
effort  at  resumption  on  the  part  of  the  New 
South  Wales  Government,  from  1907  up  to 
date.  In  the  case  of  Sunny  Ridge,  there 
were  twenty -four  farms,  which  cost 
^45,606,  or  an  average  cost  of  ;^i,90o; 
at  Walla  Walla  there  were  109  farms, 
which  cost  ;^255,i47,  or  an  average  cost 
of  at  Peel  River  there  were  213 


farms,  which  cost  ;^405,9i9,  or  an  aver- 
age of  ;^i,9o6;  and  at  Boree  Creek  there 
were  thirty  farms,  which  cost  ^£62,125,  or 
an  average  of  jQ^jOji.  The  total  number 
of  farms  was  376,  which  cost  ;£768,797, 
or  an  average  of  ^2,044.  In  the  case  of 
the  Peel  River  Estate,  the  lands  were  prac- 
tically granted  without  cost  to  the  original 
owner.  Is  anything  more  needed  to  show 
how  heavy  the  burden  is  on  the  settler? 
It  is  well  known  that  if  the  value  of  land 
be  inflated  by  bringing  in  the  Government 
as  a  competitor,  it  is  practically  impossible 
for  any  man  to  make  profitable  use  of  it 
The  value  set  upm  the  land  is  not  the  nor- 
mal value,  but  an  inflated  and  speculative 
value ;  and  the  result  is  that  the  man  who 
buys  it  is  only  in  residence  for  a  short  time, 
when  it  passes  over  to  the  monetary  insti- 
tutions or  the  monopolists.  I  find  from 
the  Statistical  Bulletin,  which  is  the  stan- 
dard authority  in  Australia,  that  the  num- 
ber of  new  settlers  for  the  five  months  from 
ist  January  to  30th  May  this  year  totalled 
679.  At  this  rate,  the  number  for  the 
year  would  be  1,630;  and  here  we  have  the 
result  of  all  the  effort,  and  the  expendi- 
ture of  nearly  000,000!  How  long 
will  it  take,  at  this  rate,  to  so  populate 
Australia  as  to  make  us  safe  from  invasion 
from  Japan  or  intrusion  from  the  German 
Empire?  We  can  never  possibly  attain  the 
independence  we  should  enjoy,  while  these 
conditions  prevail.  Those  who  took  up 
closer  settlement  areas  during  the  five 
months  I  have  mentioned  totalled  r27,  or 
305  for  the  year.  The  total  of  new  settlers 
for  the  five  months  was  806,  or  1,935 
the  year.  What  has  been  going  cm  in  other 
directic»is?  How  many  conditional  leases 
were  transferred  ?  How  many  of  the  old 
conditional  lease  purchasers  have  parted 
with,  or  transferred,  their  land  during 
the  twelve  months  ?  In  the  year 
1 907  the  conditional  leases  trans- 
ferred totalled  10,989 ;  so  that  whilst 
1,935  settlers  were  placed  on  the  land 
by  the  "superhuman  efforts"  of  the  Go- 
vernment, over  10,000  conditional  purchase 
leases  were  transferred.  It  will  "be  seen 
that,  instead  of  increasing,  land  settle- 
ment actually  decreased  by  something  like 
500  per  cent. ;  and  this  is  an  illustration 
of  what  we  are  to  expect  from  the  States, 
on  which,  the  Prime  Minister  tells  us,  we 
are  to  rely.  The  results  I  have  shown  are 
those  of  two  or  three  closer  settlement  laws 
that  have  been  passed  in  New  South  Wales 
during  the  last  three  years^g^j^rpoae 
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of  inducing  settlement,  and  the  result  is,  In  other  words,  as  the  result  of  this  private 
as  we  see,  that,  while  one  man  is  placed  subdivision  nine  families  were  left  borne- 
on  the  land,  many  more  part  with  their  less,  and  were  thrust  upoa  the  labour  mar- 
land  to  the  monopolist.      In   the   same  ket  to  compete  with  those  already  there. 
Gaeette,  of  the  5th  May,  in  which  the  con-  HoncH-able  members  Opposite  are  living  in  a 
ditions  are  advertised  for  closer  settlement,  fools'  paradise.    Like  the  ostrich,  which, 
there  is  an  advertisement  calling  for  ten-  when  hard  pressed,  buries  its  head  in  the 
ders  for  104,000  acres  of   wheat   land,  sand,  they  close  their  eyes  to  the  true  posi- 
thirty  miles  from  a  railway,  cm  a  twenty  tion,    and  cannot  see   the   danger  that 
years'  tenure,  under  an  improvement  lease,  threatens.    These  private  subdivisions  had 
While  the  Government  are  buying  private  the  effect  of  decreasing  instead  of  increas- 
estates  for  the  purpose  of  closer  settlement,  ing  settlement,  and  they  illustrate  my  con- 
they  are  handing  over  the  balance  of  the  tenticHi  that  we  cannot  depend  either  on  the 
public  lands  to  monopolists  on  the  cheapest  present  State  system  of  closer  settlement, 
f<Hm  of  rental  there  is  under  the  land  laws,  or  on  that  of  private  subdivi^on,  to  provide 
Does  it  need  any  more  to  show  what  I  said  for  adequate  land  settlement.    There  is  one 
earlier  this  afternoon,  that  the  laws  are  other  private  subdivisiwi  to  which  I  hare 
made  for  the  monopolization  of  land,  and  yet  to  refer—that  of  the  Pvlarra  estate  of 
that  the  people  are  forced  to  buy  from  the  11,000  acres,  the  whole  of  which  was  pur- 
nuxiopoUsts,  whilst,  at  the  same  time,  the  chased  by  adjoining  holders.    The  net  re- 
little  Government  land  available  for  closer  suit  of  this  subdivision  of  estates  totalling 
settlement  is  alienated?    Some  of  the  land  39-ooo  acres  was  a  reduction  of  eight  in 
speculators  on  the  other  side  of  the  House  the  number  of  settlers  already  on  the  land 
— some  of  the  men  making  a  living  out  of  in  the  district.    The  adjoining  holders  who 
private  subdivision— say  there  is  plenty  of  purchased  so  largely  may  probably  find 
land,  owing  to  the  action  taken  bv  private  themselves  in  the  same  position  as  men  wh'> 
owners.    In  the  case  of  New  South  Wales,  purchased  largely  at  Government  subdivi- 
I  take  four  recent  subdivisions  to  illustrate  sions,  and  paid  remarkably  high  prices  f^.: 
my    case;    and    all    these   are    in    the  their  lots.    In  their  case,  in  some  instances, 
neighbourhood     of     Goulburn,     cne  of  'and  settlement  in  New  South  Wales  has 
the   most    prolific    parts    of    the    State,  proved  ruinous.  Before  the  terrible  drought 
These  estates,  which  are  within  50  miles  ^9°^,  which  struck  the  district  which  I 
of  each  other,  have  been  subdivided  and  represent  with  appalling  force,  some  of  the 
sold  during  the  last  twelve  months.    The  ^^^R^  land-holders  in  my  electorate  spent  all 
first,  the  Wheo  estate,  of  17,700  acies,  was  t^^eir  ready  money  m  buymg  up  every  acre 
subdivided  into  twenty-seven  lots,  and  sold  °^         m  the  neighbourhood  of  their  pro- 
by  auction.      Twenty-six  of  these   were  Parties.  Land^owners,  both  large  and  small, 
bought  by  adjoining  holders,  so  that  so  far  were  seized   with   the  disease   of  land 
as  settlement  was  concerned  the  net  result  hunger,  and  when  Providence  visited  them 
of  the  subdivision  was  an  increase  of  one  in  a  drought  to  teach  them,  as  it  were, 
the  number  of  settlers.    Then  we  have  the  a.           ^^^y  fo""^  themselves  with  addi- 
Kestwick  estate  of  3,000  acres,  which  was  t'0"al  land,  additional  rent  to  pay,  and  ad- 
subdivided  into  fifteen  lots,  the  whole  of  ditional  interest  to  meet,  but  without  food 
which  were  purchased  bv   four  adjoining  f"*  their  stock.      The  money  which  they 
land-owners.    The  result,  as  far  as  closer  ought  to  have  put  by  to  provide  for  a  time 
settlement  was  concerned,  was,  therefore,  of  natural  peril,  had  been  spent  by  them  in 
nil.    Next  we  have  the  Richlands  estate  of  monopolizing  more  land,   and  having  no 
8,000  acres,  which  was  also  subdivided,  fiends  with  which  to  purchase  fodder  for 
and  three  outsiders  purchased  blocks.    As  their  starving  stock,  many  of  them  had  to 
the  result  of  these  three  subdivisions,  there-  go  back  to  the  point  from  which  they  started 
fore,  there  were  four  new  settlers.    That  many  years  before.  In  boomerang  f.ishicwi, 
may  be  regarded  as  a  marvellous  advance  in  their  acts  recoiled  upon  them,  and  they 
closer  settlement  under  the  great  institution  had  to  pay  the  penalty.    Those  who  ha\-e 
of  private  subdivision  ;  but  the  other  side  of  taken  up  private  land  at  high  prices  may 
the  picture  has  yet  to  be  seen.    As  a  matter  yet  find  themselves  in  the  same  posirion. 
of  fact,  the  three  new  settlers  on  the  Rich-  Probably   some  of  them  have  borrowed 
lands  estate  displaced  tweh-e  tenant  farmers  money  to  acquire  blocks  which  rieed  to  be 
and  their  families,  who  h.ad  been  earning  fenced,  and  brought  under  the  plough, 
a  livelihood  upon  it  prior  to  its  subdinsicHi.  Farming    and    othec^  imDl^nents  wlU 
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have  to  be  piuchased, '  and  I  should 
not  be  surprised  if  many  of  them 
■do  not  find  ultimately  that  they 
have  "bitten  off  more  than  they  can 
chew."  They  may  yet  have  to  pay  the 
penalty  of  the  avaricious  man,  and  may  find 
themselves  very  much  in  the  position  of 
the  dog  who  dropped  the  substance  for  the 
ishadow.  I  axne  now  to  what  is  a  beautiful 
satire  on  the  hope  expressed  by  the  Prime 
Minister  that  the  States  will  take  actkm  to 
unlock  the  land.  For  many  years  the  Go- 
vernments of  New  South  Wales^  Victoria, 
and  some  of  the  other  States  have  re:x>g- 
nised  the  necessity  of  establishing  agricul- 
tural colleges  in  order  that  our  farmers' 
sons,  and  crthers,  may  obtain  a  knowledge 
of  scientific  farming.  There  are  a  number 
of  these  colleges  in  the  States.  In  New 
South  Wales  we  have  two  cw  three  magni- 
ficent institutiwis  of  the  kind,  where  many 
fanners'  sons,  and  still  more  sons  of  land 
monopolists  and  monied  men,  have  gone 
-with  a  view  of  learning  the  science  of  farm- 
ing. And  yet  the  Premier  of  New  South 
Wales,  when  addressing  the  students  at 
Hawkesbury  College  recently,  advised  them 
not  to  look  to  the  Government  for  land,  but 
to  the  private  land-holder.  This  was  a  de- 
claration on  the  part  of  the  Premier  of  a 
State  with  an  area  of  nearly  200,000,000 
acres,  and  a  population  of  about 
1,500,000,  that  the  Government  have  no 
land  to  offer  the  people.  He  warned  the 
students  that  they  must  look,  not  to  the 
Government,  but  to  the  private  land-owner, 
for  an  opportunity  to  put  to  good  use  the 
knowledge  they  had  gained  at  the  college. 
That  advice  may  be  peculiarly  applicable 
to  students  who  are  the  sons  of  farmers — to 
lads  who  have  been  sent  to  agricultural  col- 
leges to  supplement  the  knowledge  they 
may  have  gained  upon  their  fathers'  farms. 
Such  youths  certainly  have  no  hope  of  ac- 
quiring blocks  from  private  land-holders. 
Their  fathers,  perhaps,  have  just  enough 
land  to  enable  them  to  support  their  fami- 
lies, and,  therefrare,  there  is  no  hope  of  their 
making  homes  for  th«nselves  on  the  soil. 
The\'  must  become  tenant  farmers  or  farm 
labourers,  working  for  those  who  have  the 
land.  Instead  of  verifying  the  prophet.y 
that  was  made  when  these  colleges  were 
established,  instead  of  fulfilling  the  object 
which  we  hoped  to  see  achieved,  of  fitting 
our  lx>ys  by  education  to  settle  on  the  land, 
and  use  it  profitably,  those  colleges  have 
c\idently  been  instituted  merely  for  the 
purpose  of  educating  boys  to  l)ecome  the 
farm  labourers  of  men  who  own  the  land. 


So  is  the  good  purpose  of  one  man  furned 
to  the  evil  purpose  of  another  by  the  ma- 
chinatiwis  of  laws  of  that  character.  It 
is  a  cruel  shame.  It  is  one  of  the  blots 
upon  the  history  of  this  country  that  every 
man  must  feel  ashamed  of,  when  such  ad- 
vice has  to  be  given  in  a  great  State  to  the 
bo\s  whom  we  have  educated,  partially  at 
the  State's  expense.  I  come  now  mcve 
closely  to  the  Prime  Minister. 

Mr.  Mahon. — Where  is  he? 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— He  is  evidently 
happy  in  his  new  associatitxis,  and  safe  in 
the  multitude  of  his  supporters.  ' 

Mr.  WiLKS. — Perhaps  he  has  to  go  out 
to  watch  them. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— He  may  possibly 
have  to  do  that  before  long.  I  know  of 
no  body  of  men,  with  the  excq)tuxi  of  two 
or  three,  that  require  more  watching  than 
do  those  on  the  Government  side.  I  have 
briefly  illustrated  the  ccmditicm  of  the  land 
laws  from  the  beginning  of  the  States,  and 
I  ha^■e  shown  what  their  effects  have  been. 
If  I  had  time  I  could  show  how  much  land 
has  been  alienated,  and  its  value,  and  the 
number  of  people  settled  upon  it.  I  have 
proved  how  absolutely  hopeless  it  is  to  ex- 
pect any  increase  of  p(^ulati<wi  on  our  land 
through  the  laws  now  being  passed  by  the 
States.  I  oome  now  to  the  hope  of  the 
Federal  Government — ^to  what  the  Prime 
Minister  said  the  other  day.  I  wish  Hoikh:- 
nble  members  to  mark  his  words  closely,  be- 
cause this  will  be  an  historical  part  of  that 
speech,  a  part  that  he  will  be  sorry  for 
liefore  he  leaves  this  planet,  and  that  many 
will  quote  after  he  has  gone  : — 

If  the  States  will  not  act.  .  .  .  Speaking 
for  myself,  and  with,  I  think,  the  support  of  a 
large  number  of  honorable  members  of  this  side, 
I  believe  that,  if  Australia  is  to  be  faced  with 
the  choice  between  an  imperfect  and  insuflKcient 
settlement  of  our  rich  lands — depopulation,  in 
fact,  and  national  weakness — or  Federal  Jegis- 
lation  in  regard  to  land  laws.  Federal  legisla- 
tion wilt  come. 

That  is  the  text  of  the  wonderful  sermon 
preached  by  the  honcwable  gentl«nan  at  this 

table  only  a  few  nights  ago.  He  is  a  man 
who  sees  what  is  wanted,  and  who  has  been 
in  State  and  Federal  politics  for  a  quarter 
of  a  century.  He  is  a  lawyer,  and  ought 
to  know  what  our  laws  contain.  He  said 
at  Brisbajie  that  he  had  been  a  land  re- 
former from  the  beginning  of  his  history. 
If  he  was  a  land  reform^when  he  began 
his  Victorian  PattiflBKjihdF^Qf^^^nd  if 


1104 


Motion  of      [REPRESENTATIVES.]   Want  of  Confidence. 


the  land  laws  of  this  State  are  a  sample 
of  what  we  might  expect  from  seventeen  or 
eighteen  years'  effort — if  that  is  his  cre- 
dential, his  testimonial,  he  has  no  right  (o 
be  Prime  Minister  of  the  Commonwealth. 
No  more  diabolical  land  laws,  and  no  more 
unjust  land  tax — no  greater  mockery  than 
the  Land  Tax  Act,  which  has  been  placed 
upcm  the  Victwian  statiite-book — can  be 
found  in  any  other  State  in  Australia.  Such 
is  the  gentleman  who  sat  in  different  Gov- 
ernments in  this  State,  and  told  the  people 
of  Brisbane  in  my  hearing  that  he  had  al- 
ways been  a  land  reformer.    That  may  be 
true,  but  he  never  reformed  the  land  laws. 
Perhaps  he  is  still  a  land  reformer  in  em- 
bryo, because  he  says  :  "If  the  States  will 
not  act."    How  have  the  States  acted  up 
to  the  present?    I  have  shown,  sufficiently 
for  my  purposes,  the  results  of  the  actions 
of  the  States  in  the  past,  and  any  honor- 
able gentleman  who  tells  the  people  to  rely 
on  the  acticwi  of  the  States  in  regard  to 
closer  settlement,  which  is  so  essential  to 
the  safety  of  Australia,  is  practically  fool- 
ing  them,  because  he  knows  that  there 
can    be    no    effective    results.  Trust 
the     States !       How     long     does  the 
Prime  Minister  expect  it  will  be  before 
he  knows  whether  the  States  will  or  will 
not  act?   Here  are  six  States,  with  six 
Legislative  Assemblies,  and  six  Legislative 
Councils^  most  of  the  latter  being  constitu- 
ted of  landlords — land  monopolists.  The 
Prime  Minister  is  a  man  who  proposes  to 
trust  the  lamb  to  the  keeping  of  the  lion, 
and  asks  us  to  hope  for  the  salvation  of  the 
Iamb.    He  knows  as  well  as  I  do  that 
there  is  no  hope  of  the  States  acting.  But, 
even  if  they  did  act,  how  long  would  it 
take  them  to  come  to  anything  like  a  uni- 
form conclusicm?   In  none  of  the  States 
are  the  land  laws  the  same,  or  do  they 
assimilate,  and  in  every  State  the  incidence 
of  land  taxation  differs.      Therefore,  on 
the  threshold  of  our  hopes,  we  are  met 
with  serious  difficulties,  not  only  with  re- 
gard to  the  non- uniformity  of  the  laws, 
but  in  the  ctmstitution  of  the  Houses  of 
Parliament.    All  the  States  certainly  have 
the  same  franchise  for  their  Legislative 
Assemblies,  but  some  of  the  Houses  of 
Lords,  or  Legislative  Councils,  are  ncaninee, 
and  others  are  elective.      The  nominee 
bodies  are  composed  of  the  landlord  or 
wealthy  class,  while  the  elective  Upper 
Houses  are  returned  on  a  special  franchise 
and  not  on  manhood  suffrage.    What  can 
we  expect  from  a  franchise  based  on  a  pro- 
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perty  qualification  except  property  repre- 
sentation ?  In  those  Upper  Houses  we  have 
an  obstacle  to  anything  like  uniform  action 
with  regard  to  land  taxation  during  the 
next  twenty  or  twentv-five  years,  and  no 
man,  however  credulous,  can  expect  it  to 
be  otherwise.      I  have  heard  the  Prime 
Minister  himself  say  that  we  have  not 
twenty-five  years  to  live  as  a  nation.  1 
have  heard  him  warn  the  people  of  the 
dangers  threatened  by   the  rise  of  thai 
young  nation  in  the  East,  almost  cxi  the 
northern  borders  of  our  continent.     I  have 
heard  him  state  that  the  growing  ambition 
of  Germany  to  find  homes  for  her  fast 
increasing  population  will  not  much  longer 
be  suppressed,   and  that  within  twenty- 
five   years   from   now,    in    the  natiira) 
evolution   that    is    taking    place  among 
the   naci<»is   of   the   world,    they  will 
claim    the    land    which   is    not  occu- 
pied for  tlKtse  who  have  no  land  and 
who  have  grown  too  numerous  for  the 
country  of  their  birth.      Yet  the  Prime 
Minister  tells  us  to  look  to  the  States.  "If 
the  States  will  not  act!"    I  should  like 
that  phrase  to  ring  in  his  ears.      He  has 
recently  been  all  over  Australia  telling  us 
that  we  must  spend  ^^2, 000,000  on  a 
Dreadnought    to   save   Australia.  The 
amount    of    merit     in    that  proposal 
was    well    shown    1^    the    r^ly  le- 
ceived  fran  the  Imperial  Naval  authcorities. 
They  told  the  Government  that  the  pre- 
sentation of   a  Dreadnought    to  Britaii* 
witKout  men  to  man  it  and  money  with 
which  to  defray  the  cost  of  its  maintenance 
would  be  useless.    The  British  authorities 
have  informed  us  that  the  time  has  now 
arrived  when  the  necessities  of  the  Empire 
call  for  the  withdrawal  of  its  Fleet  from 
all  those  naval  bases  which  they  formerly 
occupied,  and  for  the  ccmcentratiOT  of  its 
mighty  Navy  close  to  the  heart  of  the 
Empire.    In  future,  therefore,  we  caiuiot 
hope  to  receive  from  the  British  Fleet  the 
protection  that  we  have  enjoyed  since  we 
first  contributed  to  the  Naval  Subsidy.  Yet 
we  are  told  by  honorable  members  oppo- 
site that  the  best  way  to  secure  immunity 
from  the  danger  which  threatens  us  is  to 
offer  an  empty  battle-ship  to  the  MotHer 
Country.   The  idea  is  ridiculous.  We  have 
now  reached  the  stage  of  manhood.  Now 
that  all  the  members  of  the  family  have 
entered  one  household,  now  that  the  Aus- 
tralian States  have  federated  so  that  this 
Parliament  is  in  a  positicm  to  legislate  fw 
the  requiremen^gfiTfe^fe^(g(eg|i0gfealth,  we 
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have  a  right  to  do  our  part  in  defending 
our  heritage,  otherwise  we  do  not  deserve 
to  hold  it.    What  worthy  son  of  a  father 

would  cling  to  that  father's  support  after 
he  had  attained  manhood  and  was  able  to 
earn  his  own  living?  What  worthy  son 
would  claim  his  father's  protection  whilst 
he  had  a  strong  arm  of  his  own  with  which 
to  strike  the  enemy?  So  it  is  with  this 
portion  of  the  British  Empire.  It  is  con- 
stituted of  Britishers  who  are  able — if  th^ 
will — to  mould  its  destiny  and  secure  its 
■safety.  Put  we  cannot  acc(»nplish  our  ob- 
ject by  adopting  the  pretentious  methods  put 
forward  bv  the  Prime  Minister.  Whv  ^s 
he  say,  "  If  the  States  will  not  act?"  I 
submit  that  his  words  in  that  connexion  are 
merelv  an  excuse  for  that  delay  which  has 
characterized  every  Conservative  party 
from  the  establishment  of  civilized  govern- 
ment.   Later  on  he  says — 

Speaking  for  myself  

Fancy  the  Prime  Minister  with  a  Govern- 
ment behind  him  not  being  in  a  position 
to  know  whether  he  speaks  for  more  than 
himself.  Do  not  his  words  imply  that  if 
the  matter  were  left  to  himself  he  would 
act  to-day  instead  of  waiting  for  action 
on  the  part  of  the  States?  If  there  be  one 
sentence  in  his  speech  which  clearly  indi- 
cates that  he  has  done  wrcHig  by  entering 
the  Conservative  camp  it  is  that  which  I 
have  quoted.  Had  he  remained  true  to 
the  party  which  had  supported  him  for 
years  he  would  not  need  to  say,  *'  Speak- 
ing for  myself."  Upon  the  great  ques- 
tion of  land  reform  he  could  have  spoken 
in  unmistakable  language,  confident  of  the 
support  that  would  have  been  accorded 
him.  But  he  has  chosen  his  own  path,  and 
he  will  have  to  travel  it.  There  is  no  re- 
demption for  a  man  who  has  gone  so  far 
as  he  has,  who  has  sold  himself  to  the 
•enemy,  and  who  has  taken  up  a  position 
in  which  he  enjoys  no  power — a  position 
in  which  he  cannot  even  sign  a  document 
pertaining  to  the  government  of  the  coun- 
try. When  I  was  referring  to  this  matter 
the  other  day  the  honorable  member  for 
Balaclava  interjected  that  the  Prime  Min- 
ister of  Great  Britain  also  held  office  with- 
out portfolio.  At  the  time,  I  said  that  it 
was  scarcely  fair  to  expect  me  to  reply  to 
his  statement  upon  the  spur  of  the  iiKxnent. 
To-day,  however,  I  am  in  a  portion  to  say 
•that  the  Prime  Minister  of  Great  Britain 
also  fills  the  office  of  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury,  which  makes  him  the  first  Min- 
-ister  of  State  in  the  country^  and  fm 


which  he  receives  a  salary  of  ^£5,000  per 
annum.  He  therefore  wields  all  the  power 
that  should  be  exercised  by  the  head  of 
any  Government.  I  hope  that  my  state- 
ment will  satisfy  the  honorable  member  for 
Balaclava  as  to  the  position  which  obtains 
in  Great  Britain  to-day.  Continuing,  the 
Prime  Minister  said — 

Speaking  for  myself,  and,  I  think,  with  the 
support  of  a  large  number  of  honorable  mem- 
bers on  this  side  

Evidently  the  hmwable  member  for  Bal- 
larat  has  accepted  the  position  of  Prime 
Minister  without  knowing  what  are  the 
politics  of  his  followers. 

Mr.  Bamford. — Does  anybody  know 
them? 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— At  any  rate,  we 
might  expect  the  Prime  Minister  to  know 
them.  I  have  known  a  number  of  honor- 
able members  opposite  for  years.  Some  of 
them  are  single  taxers.  But  such  strange 
bed- fellows  does  politics  make  that  we 
find  single  tax^s  sitting  cheek  by  jowl 
with  monopolistic  squatters,  and  both  sup- 
porting the  same  Government.  Surely  such 
a  conglomeration  of  principles  has  never 
been  witnessed  in  any  other  part  of  the 
British  Dominions.  Evidently  the  Prime 
Minister  realizes  that  he  has  not  the  sup- 
port of  the  Conservative  section  of  his  fol- 
lowers, of  the  Employers'  Uniwi,  and  of 
the  land  syndicators  and  sharks  who  for- 
merly sat  in  the  Opposition  corner.  Some 
time  ago  I  declared  that  the  thirteen  hon- 
orable monfaers  who  then  occupied  that 
corner  would  dominate  the  politics  of  those 
who  now  sit  upon  the  opposite  side  of  the 
Chamber.  My  prediction  is  being  fulfilled. 
These  are  the  men  whom  the  Prime  Min- 
ister fears.  "  If  the  States  will  not  act," 
he  can  give  us  no  guarantee  that  these  men 
will  supp)ort  any  land  values  taxation  pro- 
posal for  Australia  that  he  may  bring  for- 
ward. What  a  humiliating  position  for  him 
to  occupy !  No  Prime  Minister  has  ever 
occupied  such  a  degrading  positicm  in  any 
Parliament  of  which  I  have  knowledge. 
He  says — 

I  believe  that  if  Australia  is  to  be  faced  with 

a  choice  

Is  it  not  faced  with  a  choice  to-day?  Does 
he  mean  to  tell  us  that  his  public  utter- 
ances in  which  he  repeatedly  warned  us 
of  the  dangers  that  threaten  us,  as  well  as 
the  eloquent  speeches  which  he  delivered  in 
Great  Britain  whilst  attending  the  Imperial 
CcHiference,  were  mere  moon^ine?  He 
told  the  people  0|,|%§b^3g©®gfeth  that 
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the  danger  is  here  now ;  not  that  it  may  be 
here.  Australia  is  face  to  face  with  the 
danger  to  which  the  Prime  Minister  re- 
ferred. Here  we  are,  with  a  handful  of 
drilled  moi,  the  mere  nucleus  of  a  defence 
force,  without  a  ship  or  a  torpedo  destroyer 
to  ward  off  any  raiding  cruisers  that  might 
attack  our  commerce  if  England  were  in- 
vaded. We  are  living  in  a  fool's  paradise. 
The  men  who  own  the  land  of  this  country, 
and  who  believe  that  it  is  only  necessary 
to  contribute  0,000  towards  a  Dread- 
nought  to  make  their  property  safe,  are 
deluding  themselTCS.  Of  what  value  n'ould 
their  land  be  to  them  if  this  country  were 
attacked?  Of  what  value  would  it  be  to 
them  if  a  foreign  flag  floated  over  this  Par- 
liament House?  Unlike  the  Prime  Min- 
ister, I  say  that  we  have  little  time  in 
which  to  iweiiare.  Those  who  have  studied 
the  trend  of  history  are  aware  of  the  inter- 
national changes  that  have  taken  place 
within  the  last  decade  or  so.  There  is 
sufficient  in  the  situation  for  Australia  to 
take  warning  by.  Yet  the  Prime  Minister 
says:  "If  we  are  to  be  faced  with  a 
dKMce."  He  speaks  of  there  being  a 
choice  between  imperfect  and  insuflicient 
settlement — depopulation  in  fact — and 
Federal  actiwi.  I  have  just  been  point- 
ing out  that  all  the  States  are  suffering 
from  depopulation.  Does  the  Prime  Min- 
ister mean  to  tell  me  that  he  does  not 
wateh  the  course  of  current  politics?  Is 
he  guilty  of  neglecting  to  study  the  con- 
dition of  affairs  in  our  several  States  ?  If  he 
is  ignorant  of  these  things  he  is  unworthy  of 
his  position  and  of  the  trust  of  the  people 
of  this  country.  What  does  he  mean  by 
saying;  '"If  we  are  to  be  faced,"  when 
he  knows  that  we  are  faced  to-day  by 
the  choice  to  which  he  refers.  What 
a  hollow  mockery  is  this  that  is 
being  perpetrated  b>'  a  party  without  a 
policy  and  without  principles,  except  those 
which  they  have  assumed  for  the  purpose 
of  gaining  office,  power  and  pay.  The 
Prime  Minister  went  on  further  to  admit 
"  the  nntional  weakness  "  which  faces  us. 
He  said  that  if  the  States  will  not  act 
there  must  be  "  Federal  legislation  in  re- 
gard to  land  laws."  What  does  he  mean 
by  that?  Apparently  the  Prime  Minister 
is  not  seeking  to  bring  about  this  Federal 
legislation  himself,  but  is  waiting  for  five 
or  six  years,  when,  if  the  States  have  not 
done  what  they  should,  and  the  condition 
of  Australia  is  ten  times  more  perilous 
than  it  is  to-day.  Federal  legislation  will 
Mr.  Webfler.  ' 


have  to  be  enacted.  Probably  the  Prim& 
Minister  anticipates  that  if  such  is  not 
the  case  the  people  will  rise  in  their  power 

and  demand  the  expulsion  from  office  of 
■Bch  a  number  of  absolutely  insincere  and 
illogical  people  as  now  sit  upon  the  Trea- 
sury bench.  The  passage  that  I  have- 
cited  frwn  the  Prime  Minister's  speech  is 
remarkable  in  the  sense  that  it  can  be  un- 
derstood. Genera  I  ly  his  meaning  is- 
covered  up  by  a  quantity  of  cloudy  phrases. 
Here,  however,  is  something  that  is  plaiiv 
English.  I  do  not  know  how  the  h(mor- 
able  gentleman  got  it  in,  but  he  managed 
it  somehow.  Usually  at  the  end  of  a  four 
hours'  speech  from  the  Prime  Minister, 
the  listener,  with  the  silvery  sound  of  his- 
oratory  ringing  in  his  ears,  does  rrat  re- 
member anything  that  the  honorable  gentle- 
man has  said.  I  took  this  little  gem  out 
of  his  oration  in  this  chamber  in  order 
that  I  might  exhibit  to  the  people  of  this- 
country  the  hollow  and  helpless  position 
in  which  the  Prime  Minister  of  the  Com- 
nKmwealth  stands  to-day.  There  was  one 
humiliating  feature  which  did  not  do  credit 
to  the  Prime  Minister  or  to  his  intelligence. 
He  said  that  he  did  not  agree  with  im- 
posing a  land  tax  on  the  alienated  areas- 
indiscriminatety,  because  of  something  that 
he  heard  in  Queensland.  It  would  not  d» 
to  take  too  seriously  what  one  might  hear 
in  Queensland  from  such  people  as  the 
Prime  Minister  associated  with  there.  I 
hai^)ened  to  be  at  his  famous  meeting  in 
that  State,  and  heard  him  speak  of  the  in- 
formation given  to  him  by  his  Queensland 
advisers.  He  said  that  one  of  the  things 
that  made  him  shaky — and  the  use  of  that 
word  made  me  laugh,  because  I  have  newr 
vet  known  the  honorable  i^tleman  to  be 
.solid — was  that  some  one  told  him  that  in 
Queensland  there  might  be  two  adjaceitf 
pieces  of  land  divided  by  a  fence,  w ben- 
one  piece  would  be  taxed  practically  to- 
twice  the  extent  of  the  other  on  its  actual 
value.  He  mentioned  this  to  show  that 
an  injustice  would  be  dcme  to  some  people. 
I  suppose  that  this  was  one  of  the  fairy 
stories  which  the  Queensland  land  mono- 
polists poured  into  his  ear.  But  the  case  did 
not  seem  to  me  to  be  creditable  to  the  Prime 
Minister's  intelligence.  Perplexing  as  the 
illustration  may  seem,  it  i»  not  so  perplex- 
ing that  the  ordinary  reastmer  cannot  see 
through  it.  \i  two  pieces  of  land  are 
adjacent  they  must  be  similar  in  quality, 
unless  <Hie  estate  were  on  the  tc^  of  a 
mountain  and  t^,.^i(3o^gte«- 
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they  are  alike  in  quality,  they  must  be 
alike  in  valu&  If  they  are  not  alike  in 
quality,  they  must  differ  in  value.  It  mai- 
Cers  not  what  anomalies  arise  from  our 
varying  inequitable  land  laws,  they  cannot 
affect  the  equity  underlying  the  principle 
of  taxing  the  unimproved  value  of  land.  A 
very  novice  in  politics  would  not  accept  a 
statement  such  as  that  referred  to  by  the 
Prime  Minister,  and  found  upon  it  an  ex- 
cuse for  shaking  his  confidence  in  the 
application  of  a  well-known  principle,  the 
justice  of  which  has  been  established  by 
■ecooomic  writers  for  (xntnries  past.  Wb«i 
I  hear  the  Prime  Minister  make  use  of 
such  an  eiKmse,  I  say  that  be  does  not 
understand  the  first  principles  <mi  which 
the  assessment  of  land  is  based.  He  for- 
gets that  it  is  proposed  that  all  land,  no 
matter  what  its  value,  is  to  be  taxed  only 
on  its  unimproved  value,  and,  therefore, 
there  could  be  no  such  discrepancy  as  he 
spoke  of. 

Mr.    Bamford. — But  there   are  land 

valuers  and  land  valuers. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— That  is  well-known. 
We  know  that  in  Victoria  men  have  valued 
land  at  £,2  per  acre  that  was  worth  jQit 
per  acre.  Land  has  been  valued  at  a  baga- 
telle that  has  been  very  valuable  land  in- 
<]eed.  However,  I  am  not  now  dealing  with 
the  vagaries  of  land  valuers,  but  with  the 
principle  of  land  value  taxation.  I  say  that 
the  Prime  Minister's  statement  to  which 
I  have  referred  does  him  no  credit,  and 
if  that  is  the  only  excuse  he  can  offer  for 
waiting  until  the  States  Parliaments  do 
something  in  this  matter,  he  is  ot  even  a 
more  rotten  foundation  than  I  had  as- 
sumed. He  tells  us  that  he  is  not  in  favour 
of  land  values  taxation,  as  proposed  by  the 
Labour  party,  because  grazing  land  used 
fcM-  sheep  in  the  back  blocks  is  of  no  use 
for  anything  else,  and  would  be  unfairly 
taxed  under  our  proposal.  It  would  be 
taxed  OTily  on  its  unimproved  value.  If 
agricultural  land  close  to  a  river  in  the 
h-ick  blocks  were  worth  jQio  per  acre,  it 
would  be  taxed  at  jQio  per  acre,  but  if 
pastoral  land  adjoining  it  were  worth  only 
per  acre  for  pastoral  purposes,  it 
would  be  taxed  on  that  valuation.  It 
is  not  only  illogical,  but  a  mockery 
to  sutmit  io  intelligent  msn  such 
an  excuse  as  that  put  forward  by  the 
Prime  Minister.  It  dees  not  matter  alxjut 
the  quality  or  locatim  of  land,  when 
the  whole  thing  is  governed  by  its  unim- 
proved value,  which  is  easily  arrived  at. 


Before  I  leave  this  question,  I  wish  to  put 
it  on  record  that  to-day  the  farmers  are 
being  used  by  their  enemies.  The  Far- 
mers and  Settlers'  Association,  as  it  is 
called,  is  neither  more  near  less  than  an 
assodation  of  squatters  and  representatives 
of  banks. 

Mr..  Roberts. — And  land  agents. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— Of  course,  but  the 
land  agents  are  merely  the  tools  of  the 
monopolists  and  banks.  The  Farmers  iiid 
Settlers*  Association  of  New  South  Wales 
and  the  Farmers'  Associations  of  Victoria 
and  South  Australia,  and  similar  institu- 
tions thiougbGVt  the  Commonwealth  are 
being  run,  first  of  all,  by  squatters,  land 
mon^lists  and  banks,  aided  by  land 
agents.  Another  face  behind  the  mask  is 
the  face  of  the  Employers'  Federatitxi. 
The  fanners  are  being  used  without  know- 
ing it,  and  too  late  will  realize  the  pitfall 
that  is  being  prepared  for  them.  We  find 
that  in  New  South  Wales  to-day.  Premier 
Wade,  in  order,  as  it  is  said,  to  enable 
the  Fanners  and  Settlers'  AssodaticHi  fo 
be  effective,  has  nominated  two  of  its  mem- 
bers to  the  Upper  House,  a  Mr.  Wether- 
spoon  and  a  Mr.  Patten.  These  men  have 
never  done  anything  to  «ititle  them  to 
nomination  to  the  Legislative  Council  of 
New  South  Wales.  There  is  nothing  in 
their  career  to  indicate  that  they  are  likely 
to  make  effective  politicians.  '  One  is  a 
\^ry  large  land-holder.  The  other  was  at 
one  time  a  school  teacher,  and,  I  believe, 
married  a  girl  who  had  some  land.  He 
worked  it  for  a  while,  but  whether  he  is 
now  anxious  to  get  off  it,  I  am  unable  to 
say.  He  joined  the  Fanners  and  Settlers* 
Association,  and  became  its  president  last 
year,  I  think,  after  he  was  nwninated  to 
the  Upper  House.  These  men  have  been 
nwninated  members  of  the  Legislative 
Council  of  New  South  Wales  in  order  that 
they  may  secure  free  passes  by  which  they 
can  save  expense  in  travelling  throughout 
the  State. 

Mr.  Bamford. — To  do  what? 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— To  organize  against 
the  Labour  party.  The  Government,  by 
their  nomination,  have  indicated  that  they 
believe  it  is  necessary  to  secure  the  sup- 
port of  the  farmers  and  settlers  at  Federal 
and  State  elections.  They  have  g^ven 
these  men  gold  passes  to  enable  them  to 
travel  at  the  public  expense  to  promulgate 
the  doctrineof  land  monopoly  and  plans  few 
the  destruction  of  the  Labour  party.  What 
marvellous   workP'^fiift  the   Farmers  and 
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Settlers'  Association  done  for  the  farmers 
of  New  South  Wales?  At  its  inception 
it  was  established  by  the  small  men  on 
the  land  in  protest  against  the  aggression 
of  the  squatter  and  has  class.  For  some 
years,  the  institution  worthily  represented 
those  by  whom  it  was  established,  but  the 
evil  influence  of  the  monopolist  got  into  it, 
and  ultimately  overshadowed  the  views  of 
the  bond  fide  farmers,  who  had  previously 
OOTitrclled  the  institution.  The  result  is 
that  ito-day  those  who  are  running  the 
show  in  the  Association  are  doing  so  in  the 
interests  of  land  monopoly.  Let  me  say 
that  this  wcKiderful  institution,  under 
the  guidance  of  its  secretary  of  a 
year  or  two  ago,  inaugurated  what 
was  called  a  Farmers  and  Settlers' 
Co-operative  Company,  in  New  South 
Wales,  the  object  being  to  get  rid  of  the 
middle  man  and  the  agent,  to  enable  the 
farmer  to  reach  the  consumer  directly  with 
his  products,  and  lo  cAjtain  from  them 
their  real  value,  less  the  cost  of  freight. 
What  has  been  the  result?  Read  the  re- 
cords of  the  Insolvency  Court  and  the  Law 
Courts  of  New  South  Wales  during  the  last 
year,  and  it  will  be  found  that  this  Far- 
mers and  Settlers'  Co-operative  Society  was 
run  by  Sir  William  McMillan,  who,  at  one 
time,  was  a  member  of  this  House^a  man 
who  knew  more  about  the  quality  of  calico 
than  he  did  alx)ut  wheat,  or  butter,  or  eggs, 
or  any  other  product.  These  men  got  hold 
of  the  Farmers  and  Settlers'  Co-operative 
CcMnpany,  and  the  result  has  been  disas- 
trous to  many  hundreds  of  farmers.  They 
have  mortgaged  to  the  banks  wheat  which 
they  had  received  on  consignment  from  the 
farmers,  and  spent  the  money  in  some  way 
or  other.  For  months  the  unfwtunate  far- 
mers have  waited  for  money  which  never 
axnes  to  hand.  Again,  take  the  farmers 
who  consigned  their  butter  to  this  can- 
pany. 

Mr.  Bamford. — Eleven  thousand  bags 
of  wheat  cannot  be  found  at  ail. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— If  the  rats  were  as 
prevalent  in  the  stores  of  Sydney  as  tHey 
are  alleged  to  be  in  the  General  Post  Office 
of  Melbourne,  that  might  account  for  the 
disappearance  of  a  portion  of  the  wheat. 
At  any  rale,  11,000  bags  of  the  article 
cannot  be  traced,  either  as  having  been 
mortgaged  to  the  banks  or  otherwise.  In 
addition  to  wheat,  tons  of  butter,  which 
have  been  won  from  the  soil  by  the  far- 
mers, have  been  intrusted  to  the  Farmers 
and   Settlers'  Co-operative  Society,  for 


sale.  The  farmers  have  had  a  very  salu* 
tary  object-lesson  in  intrusting  their  busi- 
ness to  the  association.  Now,  a  farmer 
cannot  be  touched  in  a  tenderer  spot  thar> 
his  pocket.  In  fact,  any  man  will  stand 
a  lot  so  Icmg  as  his  pocket  is  not  touched. 
One  will  make  an  enemy  of  any  man  if 
he  injures  his  prospects  or  deprives  him  of 
that  which  he  believes  to  be  his  property. 
I  should  imagine  that  the  experience  which 
the  farmers  have  had  of  the  Farmers  and 
Settlers'  Co-operative  Society  would  have 
been  quite  enough  to  prevent  them 
frmn  being  enticed  into  the  trap  again. 
*^nce  bitt«i,  twice  shy"  should  be  the 
motto  of  the  farmers  in  every  State.  That 
the  farmers  of  New  South  Wales  are  bang 
used  as  catspaws  by  the  monopolist  and 
those  behind  him  to  pull  the  chestnuts  out 
of  the  fire  I  can  prove  by  evidence  and 
from  personal  experience.  My  district  is 
occupied  by  pastoralists,  or,  to  use  a 
general  term,  graziers  and  farmers.  I  am 
speaking  of  a  subject  with  w^ich  I  have 
had  to  deal  for  nearly  the  last  decade  in 
the  State  and  Federal  Parliaments.  My 
sympathy  goes  out  to  the  farmer  who  is 
being  fooled  into  a  false  position,  and  who, 
if  hie  does  not  mind,  will  only  realize  its 
gravity  when  it  is  impossible  to  go  back. 
The  Farmers  and  Settlers'  Association  did 
another  little  thing  which  is  worth  putting 
on  record.  Some  time  ago  they  started  to 
run  a  newspaper  under  their  auspices.  It 
has  been  used  as  a  kind  of  labour  bureau 
for  the  purpose  of  making  known  where 
positions  were  to  be  obtained  amongst  far- 
mers by  immigrants.  Under  the  auspices  of 
this  bureau  twenty  men  were  engaged,  at 
a  wage  of  8s.  per  week.  The  newspaper 
is  made  use  of  to  procure  what  is  prac- 
tically slave  labour — because  it  does  not 
yield  a  return  that  will  provide  a  man  witS 
the  food,  clothing,  and  shelter  which 
lx)nd  slaves  used  to  be  supplied  with 
in  the  days  gcme  by.  No  less  than 
twenty  men  were  obtained  to  go  upon 
the  farms  of  New  South  Wales  and  wcwk 
f<x  the  miserable  pittance  of  8s.  per  week^ 
together  with  a  little  tucker.  The  Labour 
party  have  turned  up  tfie  records  of  the 
State  Government,  and  found  that  these 
men  are  immigrants,  who,  no  doubt.  wilV 
recognise  what  immigration  means  before 
they  have  been  here  long.  They  have  been- 
sent  into  the  back-blocks  to  work  on  farms 
which  are  quite  different  from  those  to  whidi 
they  were  accustomed  m^othu  countries. 
In  order  to  indtfi»titbebn|^Q^t^te  the 


Motion  of  [13  July,  1909.]      Want  of  Cmfidenee.  1109 


Government  guaranteed  that,  on  landing  in 
this  sunny  land,  they  would  receive  a  wage 
of  35s.  ijer  week  and  their  food.  But  they 
are  receiving  only  8s.  a  week,  with  their 
tucker,  under  a  guarantee  which  should  be 
honoured  by  the  Government.  Is  not  that 
a  lamentable  state  of  affairs?  Do  honor- 
able members  think  that  we  are  likely  to 
attract  population  here  by  such  means?  Do 
they  think  that  when  these  men  tell  their 
friends  how  woefully  they  have  been  de- 
ceived  and  misled,  and  warn  than  to  take 
no  notice  of  the  lies  which  are  published 
in  order  to  induce  emigration  to  Australia, 
it  will  encourage  other  persons  to  follow 
their  example  and  come  here?  No,  it  will 
prevent  the  emigration  of  men  who  other- 
wise would  come  here  to  establish  homes 
foe  themselves,  and  help  us  to  populate  the 
country.  Such  is  the  conduct  of  a  State  on 
which  the  Prime  Minister  depends  for 
salvati(Hi.  Such  is  the  source  to  which  he 
looks  for  our  safety  in  the  future.  The 
Government's  guarantee  to  the  twenty  men 
I  cited  cannot  be  challenged,  because  it  has 
been  produced.  Do  I  need  to  go  further 
to  convince  the  House  and  the  country 
how  shallow  the  professions  of  the 
Prime  Minister  are?  No;  but  whilst 
on  this  question  I  might  say  that 
I  was  not  an  assisted  immigrant.  My 
father  had  a  prejudice  against  as- 
sisted immigration,  and  at  the  age 
of  nineteen,  paid  my  passage,  and 
gave  me  what  money  he  could  spare, 
leaving  me  to  find  my  way  to  Australia. 
I  landed  in  this  country  thirty  years  ago. 
Through  the  carelessness  of  a  shipmate,  mv 
money  was  lost,  so  that  I  came  ashore  a 
penniless  boy,  without  friends.  But  in  less 
than  two  years  I  had  sent  for  my  father 
and  mother  and  family.  My  father  did 
not  like  to  make  me  an  assisted  immigrant, 
because  there  were  ringing  in  his  ears  those 
old  songs  which  were  sung  when  m^  used 
to  be  transported  to  tlus  part  of  the 
world — 

And  they  yoked  him  to  a  plow,  to  plow 
Van  Diemen's  Land. 

He  had  heard  of  the  horrors  of  the  voyages 
made  by  the  convict  ships,  and  feared  that 
asasted  immigrants  might  have  to  undergo 
similar  privati<»is.  T^refore  my  passage 
was  paid  for  me  by  him.  But  <xi  arrival 
here,  I  fought  my  way  so  well  that,  within 
two  years,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  welcan- 
ing  thirteen  of  those  whom  I  loved,  who 
came  out  in  the  good  ship  Peterborouj^h. 
They  came  out  under  the  asdtted  immigra* 


tion  system,  because  I  could  recommend 
them  to  do  so.  My  experience  was  so  en- 
couraging, my  success  so  enticing,  as  to 
justify  them  in  coming.  But  what  will 
those  who  read  the  letters  of  the  immi- 
grants to  whom  I  ha,ve  been  referring 
think?  Will  not  the  idea  of  following  in 
the  footsteps  of  their  friends  be  repellait 
■to  them?  In  the  days  when  I  came  out, 
immigratitm  was  a  live  thing.  The  Govern- 
ment was  assisting  immigration  by  bringing 
out  adults  at  each,  and  children  at 
half-price.  But  the  system  was  being  over- 
done, and  the  alienation  of  land  was  be- 
CMning  rampant.  Therefore,  when,  in 
1881,  the  right  honorable  member  for  East 
Sydney  entered  State  politics  in  New  South 
Wales,  his  trump  card  was  his  protest 
against  the  wholesale  alienation  of  the 
public  estate.  He  made  the  land  resound 
with  his  denunciations  of  the  wasteful  and 
reckless  conduct  of  those  w^ho  were  admin- 
istering the  affairs  of  the  State.  At  that 
time,  the  late  Sir  Henry  Parkes  was  re- 
ceiving millions  of  pounds  per  annum  as 
the  proceeds  of  auction  sales  of  public 
land;  and  scattering  the  money  broadcast, 
as  politicians  know  how  to  spend  the  public 
revenue.  The  right  honorable  member  for 
East  Sydney  strongly  protested  against  this 
conduct.  But  when  I  and  my  family  came 
out,  there  was  land  to  be  got  in  New  South 
Wales ;  there  was  still  an  opening  for  those 
who  wished  to  settle  upon  the  soil,  even 
though  their  means  might  be  limited.  I 
have  shown,  however,  how  different  are  the 
prospects  of  the  inunigrants  who  are  ccMning 
out  now.  I  have  met  many  in  New  South 
Wales  who  have  been  attracted  to  Australia 
by  the  deceptive  advertisements  of  the  Go- 
vernment, and  I  have  met  others  in  Vic- 
toria, Western  Australia,  and  Queensland, 
who  have  borne  testimony  to  the  condition 
of  affairs  which  I  have  put  before  the 
House.  While  this  state  of  affairs  lasts, 
the  country  cannot  prosper  and  advance. 
This  brings  me  to  another  point.  On  Fri- 
day last,  when  I  was  charging  the  Minis- 
tCTS  for  Home  Affairs  and  Defence  with 
having  played  fast  and  loose  with  their 
principles,  with  having  sacrificed  their 
pledges  for  a  mess  of  pottage,  and 
although  Free  Traders,  joining  a  nominally 
Protectionist  Government,  thev  interjected, 
"  But  you  were  a  Free  Trader  once."  I 
admit  without  hesitation  that  I  was.  1 
adopted  the  fiscal  creed  of  my  fathers. 

Mr.  THOUAs.&pN£«b^(£d>a^@ither. 
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Mi.  WEBSTER.— In  England,  thirty 
years  ago,  Free  Trade  was  Looked  upon  as 
the  grandest  political  doctrine.  Nearly 
every  Er^lishman  was  then  a  Free  Trader. 
Protection  was  never  discussed,  nor  was  it 
written  about  in  the  press.  Consequently, 
I  became  a  Free  1  radev  by  inheritance, 
just  as  I  adt^led  my  religjcm  frcwi  my 
moth^.  I  was.  influenced  by  the  envircm- 
ment  in  which  I  was  reared.  When  I  got 
to  Australia,  I  fou^t,  as  only  an  enthu- 
siast will  fight,  for  the  faith  that  was  in 
me.  I  took  my  part  in  the  work  of  dec- 
tioos,  and  helped  to  secure  seats  for  some 
of  those  who  afterwards,  in  the  State  Par- 
liament, sat  Ml  the  same  side  as  the  Min- 
ister of  Home  Affairs.  I  was  one  of  those 
who  introduced  Sit  Joseph  Carruthers  to 
State  politics,  when  Iw  first  stood  for  Can- 
tertwiy.  That  is  one  of  the  things  which  I 
regret.  But  whilst  I  regret  it,  I  have  to 
thank  my  connexion  with  that  gentleman 
for  an  advantajse  greater  than  the  error  I 
then  committed.  By  listemng  to  the 
speoihes  which  he  deliveted,  and  discussing 
diflScult  points  with  him,  the  seeds  of  doubt 
were  sown  in  my  mind.  But,  instead  of 
changing  from  one  side  to  the  other  in  a 
dav.  as  the  Ministers  for  Home  Affairs  and 
Defence 'did,  I,  for  eighteen  months,  used 
the  recreation  which  I  enjoyed  under  the 
eight  hours  svstem,  in  reading  every  avail- 
able econfflnical  and  social  work  which  I 
could  borrow  from  the  libraries  or  from 
friends.  I  was  a  close  student  during  all  this 
time,  before  bringing  myself  to  make  aiiy 
ch;inge  in  the  opinions  which  I  had  in- 
herited from  my  forefathers.  I  was  still 
unconvinced  when  a  friend  asked  me, 
"  Have  you  read  List's  Xa/iotial  System  of 
Poli/h-al  Economy?"  I  said,  "No;  I 
have  never  been  alile  to  get  it.  Tt  is  not 
pprunihle  at  the  lihrarv."  He  lent  me  his 
ropv.  and  I  read  the  book,  which  is  one  of 
the  finest  works  on  the  subject  that  T  know 
of.  I  read  it  as  one  who  was  hungry  for  in- 
formntion,  and  it  caused  my  idol  to  fall. 
[  U-c.ime  a  Protectionist  hv  conviction,  and 
h^\e  remained  one  ever  since. 

Mr.  Fuller. — And  yet,  after  all,  the 
hniiorable  member  joined  a  party  in  which 
the  fiscal  issue  was  put  aside. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— AUhotigh  I  joined 
the  Labour  party,  I  have  done  more  in  this 
Parliiiment  to  carr\-  out  my  fiscal  belief 
Uinti  nianv  who  sit  in  the  Protectionist 
ranks.  T  adhered  to  mv  Protectionist  prin- 
ciples while  the  Tariff  was  lieing  passed, 
helisving  then,  as  I  believe  now,  that  we 


should  get  Protection  for  the  worker  and 

consumer,  as  well  as  for  the  manufacturer  ; 
and  the  honorable  member  for  Illawarra 
cannot  chide  me  on  that  ground.  I  am 
not  ashamed  of  any  page  in  my  political 
history,  so  long  as  that  page  is  produced 
honestly  and  taitbfulty.  When  the  great 
drought  was  afflicting  New  South  Wale», 
my  electors,  who  were  suffamg  serioosly-, 
aitd  to  whom  fodder  meant  life  and  salva- 
tion, appealed  to  me  to  urge  the  Federal 
Parliament  to  take  steps  with  a  view  tm 
the  removal  of  the  duties.  As  I  £d  not 
view  those  duties  as  being  of  a  Protectionist 
character,  I  did  what  they  asked,  and  I 
voted  here  against  their  re-imposifkMi.  I  waa 
a  Free  Trader  once,  jost  as  I  was  once  a 
boy,  and  I  thought  I  had  made  my  positioa 
clear  to  honorable  members  €^>posite,  wh« 
now  try  to  humiliate  me  before  the  public 

Mr.  Fuller. — ^There  was  no  att^pt  at 
humiliation,  but  merely  a  reminder, 

Sir.  WEBSTER.— A  reminder  with  a 
sting  in  it — a  reminder,  suggesting  that 
I  had  been  false  to  my  prindples  and 
professiOT.  As  I  said  before,  I  have  read 
the  proofs  of  my  speech  so  far  as  it  is 
printed,  and  I  see  nothuig  to  withdraw 
or  amend.  I  can  assure  honorable  mem- 
bers that  had  I  said  anything  unfair  or 
unmanly,  no  one  would  be  readier  to  ask 
the  forgi^-eness  of  the  House. 

Mr.  FuLLEB. — Does  the  honorable  mem- 
ber not  think  that,  when  he  accuses  us  of 
changing  our  principles,  we  are  at  liberty  to 
remind  liim  that  he  has  done  something  of 
the  sort? 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  have  done  nothing 
of  the  sort.    I  said  that  I  would  explain 

my  position  later,  and  I  run  doing  so  now. 
Why  did  the  honorable  member  for  Illa- 
warra and  the  Minister  of  Defence  object 
so  sourly  to  my  speech  on  Friday  last? 
They  are  lx>th  free  men,  and  have  the  same 
opportunities  that  I  have  to  stand  up  and 
speak. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  have  too  much 
respect  for  my  constituents  to  do  what  the 

honorable  member  is  doing. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  know  the  respect 
that  the  honorable  member  has  for  his  con- 
stituents. I  know  that  he  shifted  v&ry 
quickly  from  a  constituencv  when  he  saw 
there  was  an  opp(^unity  for  entering  the 
Conservative  camp. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — A  man  who  speaks 
for  six  hours  and  three-quarters  ought  not 
to  ha%-e  a  chancebi|9.^yfea*^le 
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Mr.  WEBSTER.— The  honorable  n»em- 
ber,  when  on  this  side  of  the  House,  if 
he  did  not  take  six  hours  and  three-quarters 
to  make  a  speech  

Mr.  Tudor. — It  seemed  like  it. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.—That  is  not  what  I 
mean,  but  certainly  two  hours  of  the  hon- 
orable membn-  would  be  more  agonizing 
to  any  audienca  than  any  length  of  time 
that  I  should  occupy.  While  the  honorable 
member  may  not  have  occupied  six  hours 
at  a  stretch,  I  undertake  to  say  that  Han- 
sard will  show  that  he  has  many  times 
occupied  six  hours  on  oiie  day,  rising  time 
after  time  in  capping  condemnation  of  the 
verv  men  with  whom  he  sits  to-day. 

NIr.  Joseph  Cook. — That  is  not  so. 

Mr.  WEBSTE1<.--The  honorable  mem- 
ber has  wasted  more  time  of  Parliament 
than  any  other  man  within  these  walls.  I 
»ay  that  he  has  wasted  time  because  he 
oc::upl<'J  it  in  mock' condemnation  of  the 
men  who  then  s.it  opposite  to  him.  He 
condemned  tlie  Prime  Minister  time  after 
time  in  the  most  scathing,  and  often,  un- 
manly, terms.  1  have  heard  him  from  his 
place  occupy  time  in  a  way  that  no  honest, 
sincere,  or  respectable  man  would  ever  at- 
tempt to  do.  And  yet  this  is  the  person 
who  is  to  be  the  judge  of  what  I  ought  to 
do  for  the  people  I  repres^t ! 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  would  give  any 
man  ten  years  who  made  a  speech  like 
this! 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— Any  one  can  see  the 
honorable  member's  object.  He  is  never 
anything  if  not  underhand — if  not  doing 
something  that  no  other  man  would  stoop 
to.  What  is  he  doing  now — I  may  as  well 
get  this  into  my  speech — but  trying  to  in- 
terjKilate  some  nasty,  offensive  remarks  so 
as  to  depreciate  the  value  of  what  I  am  say- 
ing in  the  minds  of  those  who  will  read 
it? 

Vr.  Joseph  Cook. — Is  the  honorable 
member  going  to  circulate  this  drivel  in  his 
electorate?  It  will  kill  him,  politically, 
if  bf  (Ici's  ! 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber uses  his  sarcastic  tongue,  and  takes  ad- 
vantage of  the  protection  the  House  affords, 
to  say  things  he  would  not  say  outside  the 
Chamber. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Indeed,  I  would. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— Indeed,  the  honor- 
able meml>er  would  not. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Order !  Will  the 
honorable  member  for  Gwydir  proceed  with 
his  speech? 


Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  do  not  mind  in- 
terjections wlien  thev  are  pertinait,  but 
wten  they  are  simplv  impertinent  I  ob- 
ject I  have  explained  hooestly  and  can- 
didly, and  (Mice  and  for  all,  that  I  was  a 
Free  Trader ;  and  I  shall  have  no  need 
to  refer  to  the  subject  again.  When  I 
digressed  a.  little  for  the  purpose  of  clear- 
ing certain  matters  up,  I  was  dealing  with 
the  que^ion  of  land  alienation,  and  point- 
ing out  that  the  right  honwable  member 
for  East  Sydney  was  one  of  the  first 
champions  to  raise  his  toIoc  in  protest 
against  the  wBolesale  disposal  of  the  lands 
in  Xew  South  Wales.  We  al!  know  that 
for  miny  years  the  right  honorable  member 
stood  by  the  banner  he  then  bore.  He  took 
oflke  in  the  Stuart  Administration  for  n 
short  time,  but,  owing  to  some  constitutional 
error  or  other,  he  lost  his  seat  as  well  as 
office.  However,  he  came  back  to  Parlia- 
ment, but  we  do  not  find  him  in  office  again 
until  he  practically  succeeded  Sir  Henrv 
Parkes.  Frcwn  that  time  he  fought  gal- 
lantly for  the  land  tax  in  New  South 
Wales — a  land  tax  which  has  since  been 
in  effect  wiped  off  the  statute-book. 

Mr.  BowDEN. — It  has  been  passed  on 
to  the  shires. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  realize  that  in  many 
cases  it  has  been  passed  on  to  the  shires, 
but  not  in  its  entirety. 

Mr.  BowDEN. — The  tax  is  2d.  in  the 
j£j  in  the  shires. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— In  some  shires  the 
tax  is  only  fd.  in  the  £1 ;  the  honorable 
member  does  not  know  what  he  is  talking 
nlrout. 

Mr.  BowDKN. — In  some  municipalities 
the  tax  is  4^d.  in  the  ^^i. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— The  Prime  Minister 
has  said  that,  should  the  States  fail  to  take 
action  to  provide  for  land  settlement,  he 
v.iil  move  in  the  matter.  It  U  well  that, 
in  this  O7;incxion.  we  siiciild  glance  for  a 
moment  at  the  ch.ingL-.s  th:it  have  taken 
place  on  the  cliessboard  of  nation;d  [)oH- 
tics  since  the  right  hoT  orable  membi  r  for 
East  Sydney  urged  the  cessation  cf  the 
alienation  of  the  public  estates.  Since 
then  both  France  and  Germany  have  estab- 
lished themselves  in  the  South  Seas.  France 
has  taken  possessitMi  of  New  Caledonia, 
although,  if  we  had  had  in  power  at  the 
time  wi?-^  politicians,  mindful  of  the  wel- 
fare of  this  Continent,  that  might  have  lx>eo 
prevented.  Then,  again,  Germanv  has: 
taken  root  in  New  Guineay^and  has  there  a 
liase  which  wouldiiwileih^ifeJjeaSfflteblished 
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had  the  politicians  of  Australia  been  alive 
to  her  interests.  There  was  a  time  within 
my  recollection  when  Australia  might  have 
acquired  possession  of  the  whole  of  New 
Guinea  without  fear  of  interference  by  any 
foreign  Power.  But  legislators  in  Aus- 
tralia were  then  too  much  engrossed"  with 
the  race  for  wealth.  They  were  so  keenly 
employed  in  manipulating,  not  only  the 
land  laws,  but  railway  contracts  and  cxxi- 
tracts  for  the  supply  of  barbed-wire,  and 
other  things,  that  they  had  no  time  to  talce 
action  to  prevent  foreign  nations  settling 
within  striking  distance  of  Australia.  This 
neglect  will  probably  have  to  be  paid  for 
when  our  day  of  peril  arrives.  Then, 
again,  since  the  time  to  which  I  have  re- 
ferred, we  have. had  the  South  African 
war,  which  has  altered  the  whole  inter- 
national position.  In  that  war  the  lives 
of  100,000  of  Britain's  most  excellent  scms 
were  lost. 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — Not  100,000,  but 
24,000  odd. 

Mr.  Webster.— I  am  speaking,  not 
only  of  those  who  fell  in  action,  but  of 
those  who  were  wounded  or  who  fell 
victims  to  disease  whilst  serving  in  South 

Africa.  A  deadly  blow  was  aimed  at  Great 
Britain,  and  the  war  cost  the  nation  many 
thousands  of  lives  and  something  like 
;;^23o,ooo,ooo.  That  war,  however,  had 
to  be  fought,  because  greater  dangers  were 
looming  on  the  international  horizon.  P-ng- 
land  recognised  that  unless  she  took  action 
the  mistake  she  had  made  in  allowing  Ger- 
many and  France  to  nestle  down  within 
striking  distance  of  Australia  might  be  re- 
peated in  South  Africa.  The  result  of  the 
war  was  that  England  was  crippled  for  a 
time. 

Dr.  Carty  Salmon. — I  am  surprised  to 
hear  the  honorable  member  make  that  state- 
ment. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— If  England  was  not 
crippled  for  a  time  by  the  loss  of  the  lives 
of  100,000  of  her  sons  and  an  expenditure 
of  ;^23o, 000,000,  how  does  the  honorable 
member  make  out  that  she  is  in  need  of  a 
Dreadnought  now? 

Dr.  Carty  Salmon. — The  honorable 
member  is  misrepresenting  me.  I  have 
never  said  that  England  is  in  need  of  a 
Dreadnought. 

Mr.  WEBSTER. — In  view  of  the  infor- 
mation we  have  received  from  the  British 
naval  authorities,  we  shall  probably  have 
the  same  denial  from  other  honorable  mem- 


bers opposite.  The  honorable  member  may 
not  have  said  in  so  many  words  that  Eng- 
land needed  the  gift  of  a  Dreadntmght 
fr<Mn  Australia,  but  I  believe  he  left  a 
meeting  of  the  Australian  Natives'  Associa- 
tion in  a  motor  car  in  order  to  reach  the 
Dreadnought  meeting  in  good  time. 

Dr.  Carty  Salmon. — More  imagination. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— When  a  man  is  in 
such  a  hurry  to  reach  a  meeting,  one  would 
naturally  think  that  his  heart  is  in  the 
object  of  the  meeting. 

Dr.  Carty  Salmon. — That  is  rery 
funny,  but  it  is  utterly  incorrect. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— Did  the  honorable 
member  sign  a  petition  asking  that  Par- 
liament should  be  called  together  at  once 
in  order  that  the  proposed  offer  might  be 
considered  ? 

Dr.  Carty  Salmon. — The  honorable 
member  is  being  fed  by  other  honorable 
members  with  some  rotten  stuff. 

Mr.  Thomas. — Did  the  honorable  mem- 
ber  for  Laanecoorie  give  ;£i,ooo  to  the 
Dreadnought  fund? 

Mr.  Tudob. — Did  the  honorable  member 
promise  to  make  such  a  donati<xi? 
Mr.  SPEAKER— Order! 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— An  honorable  member 
who  is  not  prepared  to  answer  a  straight- 
out  question,  save  by  characterizing  it  as 
"rot,"  is  much  in  the  position  of  a  coward 
who,  while  afraid  to  strike  a  blow,  is  ready 
to  apply  uncivil  names. 

Dr.  Carty  Salmon. — The  honorable 
member  has  made  four  misstatements. 
Does  he  desire  to  make  any  more  ? 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  have  not  made  one 
misstatement.  In  accordance  with  par- 
liamentary usage  I  have  to  accept  the  hon- 
orable member^s  doiial,  but  I  do  so  wiUi 
regret.  It  is  hard  to  have  to  abide  by 
the  rules  of  the  House  when  one  feels  that 
one  • 

Dr.  Carty  Salmon. — Having  a  denial  of 
these  four  misstatements  does  the  honor- 
able member  need  more? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Order.  I  remind  the 
House  of  that  which  honorable  mem- 
bers ought  to  know:  that  honorable 
members  are  not  responsible  for  the 
speech  of  an  honorable  member  who 
is  addressing  the  Chair,  and  that 
therefore  it  is  unnecessary  for  them  to 
seek  to  make  that  speech  what  they  would 
wish  it  to  be.  The  honorable  member  is 
entitled  to  make  his  speech  in  .his  own 
way,  and  if  anDbo»»Mxe>€tMJ£objects 
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to  anything  he  has  said  the  proper  time  to 
object  is  when  he  has  resumed  his  seat. 

Dr.  Carty  Salmon. — I  am.  extremely 
sorry,  sir  

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Does  the  honorable 
member  object  to  my  ruling? 

Dr.  Carty  Salmon. — No,  sir,  but  I  wish 
♦0  explain  why  I  made  the  interjection 
which  led  to  your  ruling.  The  honorable 
member  was  conducting  his  speech  in  in- 
terrogative form,  and  made  four  misstate- 
ments— supplied  to  him  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Yarra — regarding  myself,  which 
I  felt  should  be  oxitradicted  at  the  time 
they  were  made. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  would  remind  the 
honorable  memb^  that  the  Standing  Orders 

do  not  take  that  view  of  the  case.  They 
provide  another  opportunity,  of  which  I 
hope  the  honorable  member  will  avail  him- 
self. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.~One  would  im.igine 
that  an  ex-Chairman  of  Committees  would 
be  familiar  with  the  Standing  Orders.  To 
return,  however,  to  the  subject  with  which  I 
was  dealing  when  interrupted,  I  would  re- 
mind honorable  members  that  the  "little 
brown  man"  of  the  East  has  awakened  from 
bis  slumbers.  In  the  eighties  the  Japanese 
were  beginning  to  realize  that  they  had  some- 
thing more  to  hope  for  than  that  which  they 
bad  previously  achieved.  They  had  tasted 
of  the  benefits  of  western  civilization,  and 
at  the  close  of  their  war  with  China  claimed 
an  indemnity  which  was  paid,  not 
as  such  indemnities  usually  are,  but 
in  gold.  The  Japanese  would  agree 
to  no  other  mode*  of  settlement. 
It  was  upon  that  gold  payment  that  the 
Japanese  laid  the  foundation  of  their  pre- 
sent position.  Without  that  basis  for  their 
currency  and  trade  they  could  not  have 
entered  into  cwnmercial  relations  with  the 
other  countries  of  the  world  as  they  have 
since  done.  It  was  that  war  with  China  that 
relieved  Japan  of  a  multitude  of  disabili- 
ties arising  out  of  her  previous  currency. 
I  mention  this  only  to  explain  what  many 
people  wonder  at — how  Japan  has  arisen 
so  suddenly  upon  the  hmzon  of  nations. 
On  account  of  Japan's  awakening  we  were 
told,  and,  in  fact,  still  are  told,  thatjier 
little  islands  were  crowded  to  the  full,  and 
that  her  people  were  looking  for  room  in 
other  countries,  at  the  time  when  England 
hereelf  hax3  trouble  with  China  in  the 
Eastern  Seas.  This  was  when  England 
liad  been  shocked  at  the  discovery  of  the 
rottenness  of  her  Military  and  Naval  De- 


partments during  the  Boer  war.  The  sh'ock 
of  such  a  discovery  must  have  shaken  any 
nation's  confidence  in  its  preparedness  for 
war,  and  that  this  happened  in  England's 
case  is  an  established  fact  in  history.  When 
England  had  that  trouble  in  the  East,  Aus- 
tralia sent  a  contingent  there,  as  she  had 
done  previously  in  the  case  of  the  Boer 
war.  It  was  at  that  time  that  England 
realized  her  danger.  Japan  could  not  find 
room  for  her  people  in  Asia,  because 
Russia  was  forcing  her  way  to  the  East, 
making  a  railway  as  fast  as  possible 
through  Manchuria,  and  attempting  to 
establish,  at  Port  Arthur,  a  naval  base  in 
Eastern  waters.  England  had  for  years 
been  harassed  by  Russia  on  the  frontier 
of  India,  but  Russia  had  for  a  time  trans- 
ferred her  attenticms  from  there  and  con- 
centrated them  upon  the  effort  to  establish 
herself  as  a  naval  power  in  the  Eastern  seas. 
At  that  crisis  England,  lo  prevent  Russia's 
onward  march,  and  for  her  own  national 
salvation,  realizing  her  weakness,  entered 
into  an  alliance  with  Japan.  That  was  a 
masterly  and  far-seeing  action  of  the  British 
diplomatists.  W'e  have  to  thank  them  for 
the  short  respite  that  we  have  had,  and 
will  still  have  for  a  few  more  years.  By 
that  treaty  they  were  able  to  cripple,  not 
only  Russia,  but  Japan,  by  the  one  blow. 
Japan  is  now  financially  crippled  as  the 
result  of  her  war  with  Russia.  The  clearest 
proof  of  her  inability  to  proceed  with  the 
war  which  she  had  waged  with  success  up 
to  that  point  is  to  be  found  iji  the  fact 
that  she  had  to  conclude  peace  without  re- 
reivinp  anv  indemnity.  While  she  still 
feels  that  financial  stress,  and  has  adopted 
Western  systems  of  civilization  and  a  manu- 
facturing policy,  she  finds  that  all  that 
glitters  is  not  gold,  and  that  manufacturing 
a  lone  does  not  give  a  nation  permanent 
prosperity.  Her  people  are  being  brought 
into  touch  with  Western  conditions,  *  and 
want  more  wages  than  they  formerly  got 
before  Japan  became  a  power.  Wages  are 
going  up,  and  strikes  are  occurring ;  her 
financial  position  almost  overwhelms  her, 
and  she  has  a  navy  greater  than  she  can 
support  on  the  production  of  her  people 
and  by  the  taxation  now  imposed. 

Mr.  Joseph  Coor. — And  all  this  is  in 
.lunport  of  a  motion  of  want  of  con- 
fidence ! 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— Yes,  because  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  and  his  colleagues  pro- 
fess to  be  anxious  U>  saveAustralu,  but  do 

nothing.  Digitized  by  L^OOg  (C 


1114 


Motion  of       [REPRESENTATIVES.]  Want  of  Canfi^ce. 


Sir  William  Lyne. — And  because  the 
Prime  Minister  has  put  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Parramatta  at  the  head  of  the  De- 
fence Department. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— If  the  honorable 
member  for  Parramatta  is  capable  of  re- 
ceiving any  light  upon  the  affairs  of  the 
Department  that  he  has  been  called  upon 
to  administer  he  should  remain  silent  while 
I  explain  to  him  some  of  the  things  thit 
ho  does  not  understand.  Russia  then  was 
driven  back  from  the  East,  and  the  result 
of  her  failure  to  humiliate  Japan  brought 
about  internal  revolution,  which  was  far 
vrorse  than  the  war  itself.  That  internal 
revolution  in  Russia  has  left  a  bitterness 
only  equalled  by  the  bitterness  that  re- 
mains in  Ireland  in  the  minds  of  the  suc- 
cessors of  the  tenants  enrted  in  days  gone 
by.  What  with  the  war  and  the  internal 
revolution,  Russia  has  been  crippled  fur 
many  years  to  come.  Mark  how  this  epi- 
sode saved  Australia.  When  Russia  was 
driven  bax:k  from  the  East,  Japan  was 
able  to  make  way  in  Manchuria,  and  ob- 
tained Txxxn  for  her  population  to  spread* 
her  commerce  to  develc^,  and  her  sons  to 
utilize  the  territory  which  Russia  had  been 
trying  to  monopolize.  Whilst  England's 
diplomacy  has  obtained  a  respite  for  Aus- 
tralia from  the  conditiwis  that  threatened 
her  before  the  Russo-Japanese  war,  what 
are  we  dbing?  What  do  the  Government 
profess  to  do  during  this  respite?  They 
are  simply  resting  on  their  oars  waiting  for 
that  evil  day  when  we  shall  be  over- 
shadowed and  overthrown  by  a  foe  that 
we  have  treated  in  a  way  that  is  not  cre- 
ditable to  us.  How  long  will  our  position 
of  comfwrative  safety  last?  The  treatv 
with  Japan  was  made  only  for  ten  years. 
While  Russia  is  seriously  weakened  for 
several  years  to  come,  Germany  sees  her 
opportunity,  for  the  controlling  influence 
which  Russia,  in  alliances  with  France 
and  England,  used  to  exercise  ujran  her 
upon  one  side  has  now  disappeared.  Here- 
in lies  the  secret  of  the  recent  German 
scare.  The  Germans  are  no  longer  o\er- 
awed  by  Russia,  while  France  is  quiescent, 
with  her  ships  obsolete,  and  a  navy  which 
is  not  up  to  the  standard  of  modern  re- 
quirements. Germany  has,  therefore,  been 
forging  her  way  gradually  into  the  -\'onh- 
ern  seas,  and  is  to-day  in  such  a  position 
that  she  could  launch  a  fleet  to  attack  Eng- 
land and  get  back  again  without  being  in 
any  way  injured  by  the  British  fleet  The 
honorable  member  for  Darwin  suggested 


recently  that  England  should  attack 
Germany,  and  get  in  the  lirst  blow. 
Evidently  the  honorable  member  tk^s 
not  understand  the  exact  position  whicii 
Garmany  occupies  in  the  North  Svj. 
It  would  be  as  impossible  for  Great  Bri- 
tain to  attack  and  defeat  German}'  as  it 
would  be  for  Australia  to  defeat  Briuin. 
because  Great  Britain's  navy  would  becob- 
pelled  to  follow  the  German  navy  throu^ii 
a  sort  of  bottle  neck.  The  Germans 
wojld  gradually  retreat  into  waters  where 
fortifications  abound  on  every  hand,  and 
where  mines  are  laid  in  every  chajuiei. 
Germany  is  absolutely  secure,  and  it  will 
never  be  to  the  interest  of  Britain  to  at- 
tack her.  If  she  does  so,  she  will  be 
humiliated.  But  it  is  said  that  Germanv 
is  likely  to  attack  Britain^  .  Is  there  any 
reason  behind  that  statement?  I  think 
that  there  is.  The  population  of  Geniun\ 
is  increasing  by  leaps  and  bounds.  Ti.>- 
day,  it  numbers  60,000,000,  and  tbe?^ 
people  are  crowded  together  upon  an  arej 
which  is  far  too  small  for  them.  Ger- 
many has  develc^d  her  arts  and  sciena^. 
her  manufactures,  and  her  industries  tt> 
such  an  extent  that,  to-day,  she  has 
look  abroad  for  some  place  to  which  sbe 
can  send  her  surplus  populatkxi.  Other- 
wise— owing  to  this  o**er -crowding — the  tK»- 
ccmtented  portion  of  her  populace  mv^ 
eventually  rise  in  rerolt.  Germany, 
therefore,  has  a  perfect  right  to  look  !t> 
Australia  as  a  field  for  the  settlement 
of  her  surplus  population.  The  cbmit* 
of  naticxis  enjoins  that  no  race  has  a 
right  to  territory,  which  is  not  effective!} 
occupied.  Whilst  we  n^lect  to  effectiv'\; 
cccupy  this  vast  continent,  we  have  »* 
right  to  donur  to  the  efforts  of  German; 
to  free  herself  from  the  over-crowded  ccn- 
dition  which  obtains  in  that  country.  TH' 
reference  naturally  brings  me  to  the  ques- 
tion of  defence,  which  is  one  of  paranrounr 
importance.  The  Prime  Minister  has  tk-- 
livered  many  eloquent  addresses  upon  ii. 
and  has  carried  away  thousands  of  his 
liearers  by  his  appeals  to  them  to  be  up 
and  doing.  Whilst  Russia  is  recovering 
from  the  blow  inflicted  upon  her  by  Japan, 
anji  whilst  the  latter  is  engai^  in  extend- 
ing her  c^ratifflis  in  Manchuria,  *'e  are 
safe  from  attack  by  either  of  those  coun- 
tries. But  the  moment  that  Russia  reoof-er> 
her  position  and  is  able  to  duplicate  her 
railway  through  Sil:eria — in  other  words, 
the  mcxnent  she  is  in  a^^posiLion  to  strike 
another  and  nwg^iielfefjfc&©0g«^aFaii— 
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Australia  will  be  In  a  more  parlous  posi- 
tion than  she  at  present  occupies,  I  am 
convinced  that  this  is  not  a  parrot  cry,  but 
a  reality,  and  the  question  which  we  have 
to  consider  is — "  How  can  we  overcome 
the  difficulty?"  The  question  is  aoe 
which  should  interest  every  Australian. 
The  welfare  and  safety  of  our  homes  are 
practically  in  the  balance  to-day.  I  do  not 
mean  that  danger  immediately  threatens, 
but  we  all  know  that  time  is  required  to 
prepare  us  to  offer  an  effective  resistance 
to  any  enemy,  either  on  land  or  sea.  The 
labour  party  have  evidenced  tbeir  sin- 
cerity in  this  matter  by  ordering  the 
nucleus  of  a  flotilla  for  the  purpose  of 
assisting  us  to  ward  <^  attacks  from  raid- 
ing cruisers.  At  least,  they  have  done 
something.  They  have  not  been  content 
to  merely  talk  like  the  Prime  Minister  and 
the  Minister  of  Defence, 

Mr.  Watkins. — They  have  done  some- 
thing, too,  whidi  is  in  accordance  with  the 
wishes  of  the  Admiralty. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— What  they  have  done 
has  recNved  the  indorsement  of  the  best 
naval  authorities  in  the  Old  Country. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Who  are  they? 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— The  Minister  of  De- 
fence must  know  who  they  are,  if  he  has 
taken  the  trouble  to  look  up  the  papers  that 
nre  in  his  possessicm.  Both  Lord  Beres- 
ford  and  Sir  William  White  have  indorsed 
the  proposals  of  the  late  Government  in 
respect  of  defence. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  do  not  think  the 
honorable  member  can  have  seen  the  papers 
t.^  which  he  refers. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— The  Minister  of  De- 
fence is  only  attempting  to  prolong  my 
speech.  It  is  cruel  of  him  to  profess  a 
desire  to  close  the  debate  whilst  frequently 
interjecting  for  the  purpose  of  supplying 
me  with  another  subject  for  debate.  I 
could  deal  with  the  honorable  member  him- 
self from  now  till  to-morrow  morning,  but 
I  have  no  desire  to  do  so.  I  repeat  that 
the  late  Government  did  something  more 
than  order  two  or  three  torpedo-boat  des- 
trwers.  They  practically  laid  the  founda- 
ticm  of  our  future  military  defence  by 
adopting  the  principle  of  universal  training. 
Members  of  the  Labour  party  have  for 
years  past  studied  this  question  most 
minutely,  and  have  given  the  House  valu- 
ahie  information  in  reference  to  the  form 
of  land  defence  which  should  be  adopted 
tn  Australia.  Mr.  Fisher  indicated  that 
he  was  prepared  to  commence  operations 


by  training  the  boy  at  school,  thus  provid- 
ing that  ten  years  hence  every  man  of  a 
certain  age  should  be  capable  of  carrying 
a  musket  and  of  shooting  straight. 

Sitting  suspended  from  6.30  to  y.45  p.m. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— When  we  deal  in  an 
effective  manner  with  tlie  land  question  in 
Australia  it  is  absolutely  nece^ary  thai  we 
should  not  fait  into  the  error  into  which 
New  Zealand  fell  when  she  mtroduced 
what  was  at  first  looked  upcm  as  experi- 
mental legislation,  by  imposing  a  graduated 
land  tax  for  the  purpose  of  bursting  up 
the  big  estates.  The  weakness  of  the  New 
Zealand  system,  whidi  is  recognised  by  all 
students  of  politics  to-day,  was  this : 
While  the  Government  made  it  possible  for 
pec^le  to  get  upon  the  land,  and  incumbent 
upon  land  monopolists  to  cut  up  their  laige 
estates  for  settlement  purposes,  they  made 
the  mistake  of  not  carrying  the  reform  to  its 
logical  conclusion  by  introducing  a  system 
of  national  finance  that  would  have  saved 
the  settlers  from  being  at  the  mercy  of  the 
financial  institutions.  It  may  not  be  gene- 
rally known  to  the  members  of  this  House, 
or  to  the  public,  that  in  New  Zealand  there 
are  very  few  settlers  who,  as  I  am  assured 
by  my  son,  who  has  recently  returned  from 
that  country,  and  upon  whose  word  I  can 
rely,  can  sign  a  cheque  without  first  refer- 
ring  it  to  some  financial  institution  or  htaik. 
This  shows  that  side  by  side  with  an 
effective  settlement  policy  we  must  take 
steps  to  protect  settlers  in  reference  to 
finance.  Unless  we  run  these  two  policies 
conjointly,  the  land  upon  which  people  are 
placed  will  ultimately  be  passed  back  again, 
per  medium  of  financial  institutions,  to 
the  class  who  surrendered  it.  I  say 
here  to  the  Prime  Minister  that  it  is  not 
by  a  Dreadnought  that  we  shall  settle  the 
trouble  by  which  we  are  faced,  except  in 
this  sense :  that  we  ought  to  have  at  the 
Iwad  of  the  Government  of  this  country 
a  man  who  will  "dread  nought'*  in  his 
efforts  to  pass  measures  which  will  result 
in  the  reforms  I  ha^e  indicnted.  Now  is  the 
time  when  such  a  man  could  mai;e  history, 
and  leave  behind  him  a  record  that  would 
live  for  centuries.  Have  we  such  a  man  on 
the  Ministerial  side  of  the  House?  Is 
there  one  man  there  who,  by  his  past  poli- 
tical conduct,  justifies  us  in  believing  that 
he  is  capable  of  carrying  out  such  a  policy? 
I  say  unhesitatingly  that  such  a  man  is  not 
there.  Whv  do  I  sav  thatT^Smablv  be 
cause  the  history  Ritfi^tA^h^i^g'of  this 
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Government  shows  that  they  cannot  be  re- 
lied upon.  I  cannot  recognise  amongst 
them  one  who  would  be  likely  to  be  selected 
as  a  man  worthy  to  have  a  great  business 
concern  intrusted  to  his  keeping.  For  that 
reason  I  consider  that  the  Commcmwealth 
has  to  look  forward  to  possible  political 
disaster  in  the  very  near  future.  This 
brings  me  to  another  subject,  which  has 
occupied  the  attention  of  this  country  and 
of  other  countries  for  many  years.  I  refer 
to  Socialism.  I  am  pleased  to  see  that  the 
right  honorable  member  for  East  Sydney 
is  in  his  place.  ■  At  the  last  election  he  went 
about  with  a  club  with  the  object  of 
"downing"  Socialism.  How  unhappy  he 
must  be  to  know,  after  the  valiant  fight  he 
put  up  under  the  flag  of  anti-Socialism, 
that  his  efforts  have  resulted  in  bringing 
b^thrar  the  Deakin  party,  whom  he  cwi- 
demned,  with  those  who  used  to  follow 
him.  His  efforts  have  resulted  in  bringing 
the  arch  Conservatives  into  the  same  camp 
with  those  who  formerly  posed  as  Liberals. 
They  have  resulted  in  bringing  Free 
Traders  and  Protectionists  side  by  side  to 
support  practically  the  policy  of  retrogres- 
sion, of  stagnation,  of  leaving  things  where 
they  are  so  long  as  they  themselves  are  left 
in  crftice.  The  members  of  this  Government 
do  not  care  whether  any  legislation  is 
enacted  or  not,  so  long  as  power,  place, 
and  pay  are  reser\'ed  for  them.  We  have 
seen  how  they  struggled  to  get  there.  We 
have  seen  how  desperately  anxious  they 
were  to  lca\e  the  Opposition  benches. 
When  men  have  sacrificed  the  principles  of 
a  life-time  for  the  purpose  of  attain- 
ing that  position,  what  hope  is  there 
for  the  future  of  Australia  from  them? 
r  wish  to  make  some  reference  to  Social- 
ism as  we  know  it  to-day.  All  over  the 
world  there  is  unrest  amongst  the  working 
classes. 

Dr.  LiDDELL. — What  is  the  cause  of 
that? 

Mr.  WEBSTER. — It  is  because  men 
like  the  honorable  member  sit  on  the  chest 
of  the  people  and  will  not  give  them  leave 
to  move.  What  have  we  on  the  other  side? 
We  have  legal  sharks,  land  sharks,  min- 
ing sharks,  and  sharks  of  almost  every 
kind  to  be  found  in  Sydney  Harbor,  in- 
cluding the  "  pointer."  Sharks  of  every 
description  have  preyed  upon  society  since 
this  continent  was  first  settled. 

Mr.  nvME  Cook.— The  Labour  shark 
is  the  worst  of  them  all. 


Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  do  not  wish  to 
suggest  that  in  many  respects  the  hoiwrable 
member  for  Bourke  is  an  exception  to  hon- 
orable members  opposite,  but  I  will 
say  that  they  would  be  better  without 
the  honorable  member's  company,  even 
for  their  reputation  as  sharks.  The  great 
question  of  Socialism  is  to-day  receiving 
the  serious  attention  of  all  students  of  poU< 
tical  subjects,  but  I  shall  not  have  time  to 
deal  with  it  in  detail.  All  that  1  can  do 
is  to  throw  a  few  side  lights  on  the  ques- 
tion, 

Mr.  HuuE  Cook. — I  wish  the  hcmwable 
member  would  throw  a  somersault. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  have  never  been 
able  to  throw  a  somersault.  It  is  the  hon- 
orable members  cm  the  other  side  who  are 
such  capable  acrobats  that  they  are  able 
to  throw  themselves  backwards  and  for- 
wards, and  turn  themselves  inside  out 
whenever  they  think  their  political  necessi- 
ties make  it  expedient  When  the  right 
honorable  member  for  East  Sydney  was 
going  to  sweep  the  polls  and  plant  the  flag 
of  anti-Socialism  above  this  Federal  Par- 
liament, I  find  that,  speaking  at  Newtown, 

He  affirmed  that  Christian  Socialists  believed 
in  dispensing  charity  by  putting  their  hands  into 
the  pockets  of  other  people. 

In  addressing  a  number  of  persons  at  a 
harbor  excursion  of  the  Belmore  Liberal 
League  shortly  afterwards,  he  said — 

He  belieTed  in  Christian  Socialism,  because  it 
meant  denying  oneself  for  the  benefit  of  others. 

When  a  gentleman  occupying  the  higfi  and 
responsible  position  which  the  right  htMior- 
able  member  for  East  Sydney  held  at  that 
time,  can  so  play  fast  and  loose  with  the 
credulity  of  the  public,  it  is  an  indication 
of  the  low  level  of  the  men  to  whcnn  we 
have  now  to  look  for  leaders  in  Australian 
politics.  We  are  told  by  many  that  So- 
cialism will  practically  a^nitulate  tHe  in- 
centive to  succeed  in  the  human  race. 

Dr.  LiDDELL. — So  it  will. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— When  I  hear  such 
remarks  from  the  honorable  member,  I  ant 
forced  to  wcxider  what  has  killed  the  in- 
centive to  succeed  in  his  nature.  We  are 
practically  invited  to  believe  that  if  men 
have  not  money  or  wealth  to  n(xrk  for  thev 
have  nothing  to  work  for.  That  is  to  say,  that 
only  wealth  is  worth  working  for.  I  deny 
that  m  toto.  I  sav  that  the  man  who  works 
for  wealth  alone  is  barren  of  all  the  higher 
attributes  which  should  characterise  humair 
nature.  Digitized  by  UOOg  le 
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,  ilr.  Palmeh. — The  honorable  m^ber 
worked  very  hard  for  the  extra  ^£200  per 
year. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  have  never  done 
anything  which  I  should  be  ashamed  of. 
Toiling  for  a  living  outside  this  House  I 
never  worked  for  wages  below  the  ruling 
rate.    Many  a  time  when  I  have  taken  a 
job,  and  have  found  otho-  men  working 
with  me  at  wages  below  the  ruling  rate^  1 
have  refused  to  start  work  until  the  wages 
|)aid  to  all  engaged  on  the  job  have  been 
raised  to  the  level  I  claimed  as  the  ruling 
rate.     I  came  to  this  Parliament  after 
leaving  the  State  Parliament  of  New  South 
Wales,  in  which  honorable  members,  having 
but  small  constituencies  to  travel  over,  and 
their  homes  being  in  the  State  in  which 
they  are  called  upon  to  legislate,  receive 
^300  per  year.    Ctaning  to  the  Federal 
Parliament  at  a  salary  of  ^£400  per  year, 
I  knew  that  I  was  going  to  be  behind  if 
I  did  my  duty  by  the  electors  of  a  large 
constituency.    I  therefore  had  no  hesitation 
when  the  opportunity  presented  itself  to 
use  whatever  ability  I  possessed,  not  merely 
to  lift  myself,  because  I  should  fight  for 
my  own  rights  in  any  circumstances,  but  to 
lift  every  other  member  of  this  Parliament 
to  a  level  as  regards  salary  which  I  thought 
fair.    The  honorable  member  for  Echu'ca, 
and  every  other  honorable  member  of  this 
House,  bendited  by  the  ajcti<^  taken  to  in- 
crease the  salaries  of  members  of  the  Fede- 
ral Parliament.    I  do  not  know  why  the 
honorable  member  should  refer  to  that  mat- 
ter now,  but  if  there  is  one  act  of  which 
I  have  been  proud,  since  I  entered  this 
Parliament,  it  is  that  I  made  an  attempt 
to  raise  the  standard  of  members  of  this 
House.    Honorable  members  smile,  but  I 
repeat  the  statement,  and  it  may  be  re- 
garded in  any  sense  they  please.    I  never 
yet  degraded  myself  by  lying  or  false 
pretences  as  a  member  of  this  House ;  and 
in  connocion  with  the  matter  to  which  I 
was  referring  I  say  that,  as  a  man's  ser- 
vices are  estimated  at  the  value  which  he 
sets  upon  them  himself,  I  did  my  best  to 
see  that  members  of  this  House  were  re- 
lieved of  a  condition  of  necessity  so  that 
they  might  devote  their  time  absolutely  to 
the  service  of  their  country.    I  did  not 
support  the  proposal  for  the  increase  of 
members'  salaries  in  order  to  «iable  men 
to  give  the   feeble^  energy  of   a  tired 
brain   to  the   service  of   the  country, 
but   in   justice   to  men    who   are  pre- 
pared to  devote  all  their  time,  energy, 
and    ability    to    doing    their    duty  ac- 


cording to  the  promises  given  to  the  elec- 
tors who  sent  them  here.    If  I  leave  this 
Parliament,   as  probably   I  shall  somer 
than  most  people  expect,  I  shall,  at  least, 
have  the  consolation  of  knowing  that  I  have 
done  !>omething  to  enable  i^  members  to 
give  their  whole  attention  to  its  work.  I 
was  concerned  in  this  matter,  not  for  hon- 
orable members  only,  but  for  the  wives  of 
honorable  members.    I  tried  to  improve  the 
conditions  under  which  they  had  to  live 
when  their  husbands  were  returned  to  the 
Federal  Parliament.    I  wished  to  secure 
for  them  sOToe  of  the  advantages  ^joyed 
by  the  wives  of  members  of  the  State  Par- 
liaments, who  are  not  left  alone  as  are  the 
wives  of  members  of   this  Parliament. 
Many  members  of   this  Parliament  are 
called  upon  to  sacrifice  almost  all  home 
life.    They  can   only   get  a   run  home 
for   a   change   of   clothes   as    a  rule. 
Their  wives  are  left  often  alone  with  the 
care  and  responsibility  of  a  growing  family. 
If  I  were  to  leave  to-morrow,   I  should 
not    take    any    credit    except   for  the 
fact  that  with  the  assistance  of  other  men 
I  led  these  two  advantageous  reforms.  I 
am  not  ashamed  of  having  done  so.  We 
hold  that  there  is  something  higher  than 
mere  monetary  reward   for  a  man  who 
has  any  humanity  in  his  composition.  And 
in  proof  of  that  statement  I  will  give  two 
examples.     The  manager  of  the  Belgian 
Co-operati\^  Company,    which   has  done 
wonders  for  the  workers  of  Belgium,  holds 
a  very  responsible  position,  so  far  as  ad- 
ministration   and    management    are  am- 
cerned;  but  he  has  never  received  more 
than  1,200  dollars  per  year.    Time  and 
again  he  has  been  tempted,  because  of  his 
fine  business  qualities,  by  the  offer  of  far 
larger  stipends  than  he  is  receiving,  but  he 
has  steadfastly  refused  the  offers  because  he 
loves  the  cause  he  is  working  for,  and  its 
success  is  a  higher  and  nobler  reward  for 
him  than  the  mere  acquisifion  of  a  few 
more  dollars  in  the  service  of  some  other 
employer.    There  is  one  case  where  a  man 
sets  the  comfort  and  happiness  of  those 
whom  he  serves  above  mere  self-aggrand- 
isement.     Rochdale  furnishes  another  ex- 
ample of  the  kind.    People  who  have  read 
anything  of  the  history  of  Lancashire  know 
that  co-operation  was  established  in  Roch- 
dale in  a  very  humble  way.   The  small  co- 
operative society  which  first  saw  light  in 
that  town  has  grown  to  a  gigantic  concern. 
It  is  practically  relieving  thousands  of  Brit- 
ish workers  from  the  impositicms  of  the 
middleman,  not  only  in  groceries  and  other 
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similar  lines,  but  also  in  manufactured 
goods.  Its  annual  turnover  amounts  to  mil- 
lions. Yet  Air.  Mitchell,  the  manager  of 
that  great  institution,  furnishes  an  object  les- 
son with  regard  toeconomyof  production  and 
the  distributiwi  of  products.  He  has  stead- 
fastly refused  many  offers  of  a  larger  salary, 
and  by  way  of  excuse  he  has  stated  that  he 
values  too  highly  the  respect  of  the  Roch- 
dale co-(^>eiators.  These  are  two  examples 
which  I  have  taken  at  haphazard  of  men 
who  have  engaged  in  the  noble  work  of 
trying  to  manage  a  great  industrial  organiza- 
tion, and  who  feel  that  their  reward  lies 
in  the  work  they  do,  and  not  in  the  pay- 
ment they  receive. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — Take  the  case  of  in- 
ventors, poets  and  painters. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— My  honorable  friend 
r«ninds  me  of  numberless  inventors,  poets, 
painters,  and  artists,  who  are  never  re- 
munerated for  the  time  they  occupy  on  the 
work  they  do.  They  simply  labour  for  the 
love  of  art  and  invention,  tk)  we  not  know 
that  the  monied  classes  have  pirated  the 
inventions  of  many  poor  persons  who  have 
worked  and  practically  starved,  even  burn- 
ing their  chairs  and  beds  to  achieve  their 
purpose?  Do  wernot  know  that  these  men 
have  received  practically  nought  in  com- 
pariscm  with  the  value  of  their  inventions? 

Mr.  Page. — ^What  did  the  honorable 
member  for  East  Sydney  get  for  his 
poetry? 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— He  got  paid._  There 
are  some  men  who  are  paid  for 
their  poetry — not  here,  but  elsewhere. 
I  have  merely  cited  these  two  examples 
in  order  to  point  out  that  there  is  some- 
thing higher  for  men  to  work  for  thap 
mere  monetary  gain.  I  feel  sure  that 
Ihe  honorable'  meml}er  for  Parramatta 
does  not  imderstand  that  proposition,  but 
he  mav  do  so — after  a  time.  I  am  hope- 
ful that  he  will  live  to  see  that  there  is 
something  higher  to  work  for  than  mere 
phice  and  pay.  The  only  men  who  say 
that  Socialism  will  reduce  the  incentive 
to  success  are  those  who  make  L.  s.  d. 
the  be-all  and  end-all  of  their  existence. 
These  are  the  only  men  who  profess  to 
believe  that  Socialism  will  undermine  the 
aspirations  of  those  who  love  their  work. 
Many  bitter  things  have  been  said  ap^inst 
the  Labour  p.irty  in  iwlitics.  Many 
bitter  things  have  been  said  during 
t  lie  In  St  t  wo  or  three  years  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Parramatta,  but 
I  do  not  propose  to  quote  them.  The 


puUic  know  sufficient  about  them,  and 
why  should  I  add  to  the  burden  whi(^ 
he  will  have  to  be^r  at  the  next  electicw 
by  piling  on  the  agony  at  this  stage  ?  I 
am  sorry  to  find  him  in  the  ccxnpany  of  the 
individualistic  crowd — in  the  company  of 
the  honwable  member  for  Parkes,  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Fawkner,  the  honor- 
able member  for  Flinders — who  ought  to 
have  acoxnpanied  Lieutenant  Shackletoa 
in  his  journey  to  the  South  Pole,  because 
he  would  never  suffer  from  the  frost — tiie 
h(»xH-able  member  tw  Grampians,  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Balaclava,  a  retired 
lawyer,  the  honorable  member  for  Swan, 
who,  as  I  said  before,  was  the  primeval 
emperor  of  the  Western  State,  and  tbe 
bOTorable  member  for  Bendigo,  who  was 
taken  into  the  Ministry  for  the  purpose 
of  saving  his  political  life.  When  we  find 
the  former  Leader  of  the  Labour  party  of 
New  South  Wales — the  man  in  whom  we 
put  our  confidence  in  i8g2  and  189^ — 
in  the  company  of  these  reactiratanes, 
what  are  we  to  think  of  him? 

Dr.  LiDDELL. — He  is  too  good  for  the 
Labour  party. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— The  party  who  have 
secured  the  honorable  member  for  Parra- 
matta are  welcome  to  him ;  I  sympathize 
with  them.  They  may  use  him  as  they 
intend  to  do,  but  we  do  not  want  him  back 
— not  at  this  stage,  at  any  rate.  I  ara 
rather  stwry  to  see  him  on  the  other  ade. 
In  the  State  Parliament  he  was  once  the 
hope  of  the  Labour  party. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Does  not  the  honor- 
able member  think  that  he  has  devoted 
enough  attention  to  me?  I  have  had  three 
hours  of  his  speech  devoted  to  myself? 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  <Jo  not  think  that 
the  honorable  member  minds  what  is  said 
here.  Now  that  he  has  got  what  he 
wanted,  nothing  else  matters.  One  might 
talk  to  him  until  black  in  the  face  without 
piercing  his  hide.  There  is  no  hope  for  a 
man  so  ready  to  make  changes  as  he  has 
been.  It  is  said  that  the  hireling  will  al- 
ways be  a  hireling.  What  cares  he  for  the 
Iambs?  I  do  not  apply  the  epithet  to  the 
h«iorable  member;  but  one  who  works  for 
place  and  power,  to  the  neglect  of  the  prin- 
dples  of  a  lifetime,  and  the  welfare  of  tbe 
nation,  almost  comes  within  the  definition. 
Socialism  is  a  protest  against  the  condi- 
tions of  modern  civilization.  Free  trade 
in  the  bodies  and  souls  of  men  is  not  the 
doctrine  of  Jesus  Christ ;  individualism  is 
the  worshipper  ofpiJ^^|^<go(Tgtey  ^ 
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labour  of  men  and  wcBuen  is  bought  and 
«old  like  mere  chattels,  such  as  beef  and 
bread,  at  the  lowest  price.  To-day,  the 
population  has  to  face  the  changed  condi- 
tions brought  about  by  the  evolution  of 
industries.  From  the  time  when  inventions 
in  machinery  first  came  to  be  of  importanoe 
in  the  manufacturing  centres  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, they  have  taken  away  work  from 
thotuands.  To-day,  in  this  country,  an 
iron  wheel  of  tyranny,  created  by  the  com- 
toMS,  trusts,  and  rings,  grinds  out  the  \'ery 
lives  of  our  fellow  creatures.  Because  the 
Labour  party  ask  that  something  shall  be 
done  to  relieve  the  WM-ker  of  his  helpless- 
ness, and  to  put  him  in  a  better 
position ,  because  we  advocate  the 
creation  of  better  conditions,  we  are 
exposed  by  the  representatives  of 
those  who  own  and  control  the  means  of 
production.  Not  only  do  they  refuse  to 
iook  ahead,  and  to  introduce  reforms  whidi 
will  make  Australia  what  it  should  be ; 
th(*y  will  not  allow  us  to  lighten  the  burden 
of  the  toilers  caused  by  the  unequal  condi- 
tions of  emplovment.  We  .imposed  a  Pro- 
tective Tariff,  believing  that  we  could  also 
institute  Protection  for  the  workers.  The 
Prime  Minister,  when  supported  bv  the 
Labour  party,  said  that  be  believed  in  the 
new  Protection  policy.  The  High  Court 
decided  that  the  Act  which  we  passed  to 
give  legislative  effect  to  that  policy  was  un- 
constitutional, and  therefore  we  are  where 
we  were.  What  does  the  Prime  Minister 
now  propose  to  do  ?  He,  at  one  time,  pro- 
fessed to  be  willing  to  sulxnit  the  matter 
to  a  referendum  of  the  people,  and  to  let 
them  declare  through  the  ballot-box  whether 
the  Constitution  should  lie  amended  so  as 
to  give  this  Parliament  the  power  to  legis- 
late in  respect  to  industrial  affairs.  Now, 
howe^'er,  we  find  him  at  the  head  of  the 
reactionaries  and  the  Tories  of  the  Cmn- 
monweatth,  practically  suggesting  in  regard 
to  this,  as  to  other  reforms,  that  it  should 
be  left  to  the  States.  One  might  think 
diat  there  had  been  no  Federation.  Before 
Federation,  the  Colonies  used  to  fight  like 
Kilkenny  cats.  Jealousies,  prejudices, 
and  hatreds  doninated  their  Parliaments, 
each  being  mistrustful  of  the  other.  The 
Commcmwealth  Constitution  was  adopted 
to  create  a  body  which  would  deal 
with  matters  with  whidi  the  States  could 
not  deal.  In  supporting  the  present 
Government,  we  are  asked  to  go 
back  to  the  amditions  of  pre-Federa! 
days.  The  action  of  honorable  gentle- 
wten  opposite  is  calculated  to  cause  one 


to  lose  all  confidence  in  human  nature. 
They  represent  the  class  from  which  sprung 
the  originators  of  the  Federal  idea.  Sir 
Henry  Parkes  was  one  of  the  first  to  ad- 
vocate Federation,  but  he  was  preceded  by 
Dr.  Lang,  and  after  tlieir  time,  others  took 
up  the  idea.  When  the  Convention  of  1891 
met,  there  were  no  Labour  men;  but  that 
natural  nobleman.  Sir  George  Grey — the 
only  blossMn  on  the  tree  which  held  out  any 
hope  of  future  fruit— expressed  the  opinion 
that  a  Constitution  should  be  framed  onlv 
by  a  Convention  of  representatives  choseii 
by  the  widest  suffrage,  by  erery  person  in 
the  community  entitled  to  the  franchise. 
The  Convention  which  framed  the  Con^i- 
tution  was  composed,  with  one  or  two  ex- 
ceptions, of  Tories.  Its  members  hoped 
that  they  were  creating,  in  this  Parliament, 
a  harbor  of  refuge  for  the  worn-out  poli- 
ticians who  were  no  longer  of  use  to  the 
State,  or  tired  of  active  politics  and  de- 
sirous of  rest.  They  did  not  conceive,  in 
their  wildest  dreams,  that  Labour  mei> 
would  find  a  footing  here.  They  did  not 
expect  that  those  who  voiced  the  progres- 
sive ideas  o£  the  people  would  be  heard 
within  the  walls  of  this  Oiamber.  The 
Senate  was  to  be  the  Australian  House  of 
Lords,  a  place  where  aged  and  revered 
politicians  would  while  away  their  declining, 
days  as  do  the  members  in  the  British 
House  of  Lords.  But,  owing  to  tlie  opera- 
tion of  education  throughout  Australia  dur- 
ing the  past  twenty-five  years,  our  young 
men  have  grown  up  to  read  and  to  reason. 
The  effect  of  that  educaticm  upon  the 
political  mind  of  the  communitv  was  not 
reckoned  upon.  When  the  first  election  for 
this  Parliament  was  held,  it  was  with 
horror  that  it  wa>  found  that  a 
large  number  of  Labour  representa- 
tives had  been  returned,  not  merely 
to  this  Chamber,  but  also  to  the  Senate. 
To-day,  as  election  after  election  is  held, 
those  men  who  predicted  that  the 
Labour  party  tvould  come  back  re- 
duced in  numbers  and  practically 
crippled,  are  di.sappointed.  They  are 
beginning  to  see  that  the  Labour*  party 
has  more  sympathy  with  the  aspirations  of 
the  people,  and  more  knowledge  of  their 
requirements — a  kwncr  sense  of  the  duties 
they  owe  to  thosr  A^hGm  thev  represent — 
than  have  been  characteristic  of  the  men 
in  the  opposite  fold.  The  men  who  advocated 
Federation,  and  framed  and  fathered  the 
Constitution  before  it  was  pUcfd  before 
the  people,  are  nic»9iitrq^inJ-1^>^|^{Sn3te  its. 
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provisions  to  the  necessities  of  precarious 
States.  When  I  speak  of  the  men  who 
fathered  the  Qmstitution,  I  do  not  include 
the  right  honorable  member  for  East  Syd- 
ney, who  simply  said:  "Yes,  I  like  you," 
and  then,  '*  I  don't  like  you,"  and  first 
iaid  he  would  vote  for  it,  and  then  said 
he  would  not.  The  right  honorable  mem- 
ber was  evidently  undecided  about 
adopting  the  youngster,  and  he  had 
no  idea  that  the  Labour  party  were  going 
to  hold  so  strong  a  position  in  Federal 
politics.  As  I  say,  the  fathers  of  the  Con- 
stitution are  now  trying  to  allow  Mr.  Wade 
and  men  of  his  tyi«  to  determine  what  we, 
as  representatives  in  the  National  Parlia- 
ment, should  decide  for  ourselves — we,  who 
have  to  decide,  not  on  what  is  good  f<x 
New  South  Wales,  Victoria,  or  South  Aus- 
tralia, but  what  is  in  the  interests  of  this 
part  of  the  British  Empire  as  a  people 
and  as  a  Commonwealth.  They  are  prac- 
tically forsaking  the  trust  that  was  reposed 
in  them ;  and  why  ?  Because  the  Labour 
party  have  shown  that  their  Australian  and 
Federal  aspirations  are  more  patri(rtic  and 
acceptable  to  the  people  than  the  aspirations 
of  hcmorable  gentlemen  opposite;  and  now, 
since  the  Government  and  their  supporters 
cannot  live  in  the  hearts  of  the  people, 
they  desire  to  try  to  live  in  the  pockets  of 
the  people.  This  is,  indeed,  one  of  those 
pictures  which  will  bear  putting  on  the 
screen  from  time  to  time.  It  is  a  picture 
that  should  be  portrayed  in  the  modern 
method  of  educating  the  public  by  the  eye, 
and  should  be  shown  by  cinematograph 
in  a  manner  that  will  appeal  to  all  who 
are  susceptible  to  that  method  of  conveying 
knowledge,  so  that  every  one  may  see  the 
position  into  which  Australia  is  being  led 
by  the  former  alleged  friends  of  Federation. 
The  Constitution  is  an  instrument  made  for 
the  Government  of  a  free  people.  It  was  not 
drawn,  I  think,  by  the  best  architects ;  the 
plans  and  specifications  were  not  perfect — 
no  one  maintains  that  they  were — and  we 
could  not  expect  a  perfect  Ccmstitution  for 
a  Democracy  from  a  Conservative  Con- 
vention. Nevertheless,  the  plans  and 
specifications,  such  as  they  were,  were 
submitted  to  the  people;  and,  by  rea- 
son of  press  and  platform  influence,  and 
the  many  cajoleries  used  by  those  who  de- 
sired to  see  the  cause  of  Federation  suc- 
ceed, the  people  were  induced  to  vote  for 
a  Constitution  under  which  they  hoped  that 
they,  and  those  who  came  after  them,  would 
be  able  to  live.    Seeing  that  the  plans 
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were  not  designed  by  the  proper  architects, 
and  that  the  specifications  were  not  drawn 
in  the  interests  of  the  people  as  a  whole, 
it  was  only  to  be  expected  that,  as  time 
went  on,  we  should  find  it  necessary  to 
amend  the  Constitution,  so  that  it  would 
fit  in  with  the  desires  and  aspirations  of  the 
people.  We  have  found  flaws  in  it, 
and  what  are  they?  First,  we  found 
that,  when  we  tried  to  introduce  the 
system  of  arbitration  to  decide  disputes 
between  employer  and  employed  by 
a  judicial  body,  we  were  faced  with 
disabilities,  and  could  only  carry  the 
law  to  a  certain  stage.  A  Govern- 
ment went  out  in  trying  to  embody 
a  provision  to  carry  the  law  fur- 
ther ;  and  the  present  Prime  Minister  ftx- 
feited  his  positicxi  under  these  circum- 
stances. Then,  when  we  desired  to  Intro- 
duce new  Protection,  we  found  that  we 
had  no  power  to  ccmtrol  industrial  matters 
in  the  Commonwealth ;  and  this  is  a  flaw 
which  works  serious  injury  to  the  welfare 
of  the  working  classes.  The  Labour  party 
say  that  when  a  weak  spot  is  detected,  no 
matter  who  is  responsible,  the  proper  me- 
thod is  to  remove  it,  and  replace 
it  with  something  stronger.  The  party 
opposite,  however,  say  that  they  do 
not  desire  the  Commonwealth  Parlia- 
ment to  have  control  over  industrial  legis- 
lation—they practically  desire  to  play  with 
the  question,  by  submitting  it  to  the 
States,  asking — what  ?  They  propose  to  ask 
the  States  to  appoint  Wages  Boards,  and 
then,  if  those  Boards  cannot  decide  the 
merits  of  a  case  as  between  Commonwealth 
and  State,  that  it  shall  be  submitted  to  a 
Federal  tribunal.  This  is  to  be  done  when 
the  States  so  desire,  and  are  ready  to  do 
it ;  and,  in  ray  judgment,  that  will  not  be 
while  any  of  us  here  are  alive  It  would 
be  impossible  to  get  .<ax  States  to  view  any 
industrial  matter  in  that  uniform  way  that 
is  essential  to  the  welfai%  of  the  workers. 
To-day  we  find  in  one  State  Wages  Boards 
protecting  the  workers  from  sweating,  and 
providing  for  fair  wages,  while  in  another 
State  sweating  conditiwis  prevail  without 
control ;  and  the  result  is  that  men  in  cme 
State  are  cutting  the  throats  of  their 
brothers  in  another.  There  is  no  barriw  to 
prevent  goods  being  sent  from  a  State, 
where  there  is  no  restriction  on  the  grasping 
and  grinding  methods  of  capital,  into  an- 
other  State,  to  compete  with  goods  pro- 
duced by  men  who  are  employed  at  reason- 
able wages  and  under  proper  conditions. 
Then,  again,  ai^.g^^^Q^^gto  en- 
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lighten  the  consumer  as  to  where  he  could 
purchase  goods  produced  under  humani- 
tarian conditions ;  but  we  found  that  this 
the  Constitution  did  not  permit.  At  every 
move  we  make  with  a  view  to  benefiting  the 
masses,  we  are  met  by  defects  in  the  Con- 
stitution handed  to  us  by  those  who  planned 
it,  and  who  did  not  understand  the  aspira- 
tions and  needs  of  the  Australian  people. 
We  shall  never  be  able  to  remedy  the  pre- 
sent state  of  affairs  tmtil  fuller  power  is 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Federal  Parlia- 
ment. I  know  that  the  Prime  Minister 
would  be  with  us,  but  that  he  dare  not  now. 
He  is  sold  body  and  soul ;  he  is  no 
Icmger  a  force  in  politics,  but  merely 
a  medium  through  which  others  speak. 
Although  Prime  >Zinister,  he  has  no  power. 
He  has  d<Mie  that  which  no  other  member 
of  a  responsible  Government  has  ever  done. 
He  has  accepted  the  crffice  of  Prime  Min- 
ister without  taking  with  it  any  of  the 
powers  that  ought  to  be  associated  with  it. 
Although  Prime  Minister,  he  is  unable  to- 
day to  sign  even  a  trifling  ackninistrative 
docummt.  All  documents  of  State  affect- 
ing the  CommcHiwealth  have  to  be  signed 
by  some  other  moiiber  of  the  Ministry. 
He  does  not  hold  the  position  of  a  Minister 
of  State.  He  is  a  mere  medium,  through 
whom  the  machinations  of  the  honorable 
menjjer  for  Parramatta  and  the  honorable 
member  for  Swan  can  percolate.  Surely 
no  one  will  deny  that  we  have  reached  a 
humiliating  position  in  this  early  stage  of 
our  ccmstitutional  existence.  Heaven  knows 
what  may  happen  if  we  allow  this  Min- 
istry to  control  the  destinies  of  Australia 
for  any  time. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  honorable 
member  said  all  this  on  Friday  last. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— Good  things  should 
be  repeated ;  bad  things  never.  When  one 
wishes  to  nail  down  something,  one  should 
not  be  satisfied  with  putting  one  nail  in  the 
corner,  but  should  drive  in  a  nail  through 
each  corner,  and,  if  necessary,  one  in  the 
middle.  In  order  to  emphasize  a  state- 
ment, it  is  well  to  repeat  it,  so  that  it  may 
be  driven  home.  Free  trade  in  human 
souls  and  bodies  is  the  policy  of  indivi- 
dualism. The  workers  in  many  industries 
in  Cwitinentai  countries  to-day,  even  where 
they  are  in  employment,  are  not  living,  but 
merely  existing.  The  whole  system  apply- 
ing to  the  rights  of  men  as  employ^  has 
never  kept  pape  with  the  evolutionary 
changes  in  the  machiner\-  which  they  have 
to  manipulate.      In  this  respect  we  find 


ourselvK  lagging  at  the  rear  of  progress^ 
and  it  is  for  that  reason  that  I  urge  that 
at  the  next  general  election,  a  referendum 
should  be  taken  as  to  an  amendment  of  the 
Constitution  by  which  we  shall  be  able  to 
remove  such  a  blot  from  that  instrument. 
There  is  another  phase  of  this  question  that 
I  cannot  allow  to  pass  without  notice.  It 
should  be  the  duty  and  privilege  of  a 
Democratic  Government  to  succour  the 
weak,  and  to  remove  disabilities  that  tend 
to  undermine  the  health  of  our  population. 
There  is  an  aspect  of  social  life  which  re- 
quires serious  attention  at  the  hands  of  the 
national  Parliament.  It  is  one  concerning 
which  most  men  smile,  and  do  nothing; 
but  the  fact  remains  that  there  is,  on  the 
part  of  our  manhood,  a  growing  tendency, 
and  a  growing  inability,  to  perform  their 
duty  as  citizens.  We  find  not  only  that  we 
are  unable  to  increase  our  population  by 
immigration,  since  suitable  land  on  which 
to  settle  people  is  not  made  available,  but 
that  there  is  a  disinclinatic»i  on  the  part 
of  the  manhood  of  Australia  to  assume  the 
responsibilities  of  parentage.  This  is  one 
of  the  most  serious  aspects  of  out  social  life 
to-day.  When  I  see  the  devastating  re- 
sults of  the  neglect  of  Governments  to  pro- 
vide for  the  protection  of  those  amongst 
us  who  have  fallen — those  who  are  the  vic- 
tims of  a  system ;  those  who  have  no  hope, 
and  must  sink  lower  and  lower  in  their  de- 
gradation— I  feel  that  every  public  man 
should  recc^nise  that  it  is  his  duty  not  only 
to  stand  by  the  strong,  but  to  succour  the 
weak,  wherever  they  may  be  found.  Ccn- 
sider  for  a  moment  the  race  suicide  that  is 
going  on  in  this  c<xnmunity.  It  is  one  of 
the  most  lamentable  features  of  our  modern 
civilization.  The  care  of  the  nation  is  in 
our  hands,  but  what  are  we  doing  to  put 
an  end  to  this  state  of  affairs?  Here  is  a 
duty  that  has  not  been  seriously  considered 
hitherto  iby  political  leaders.  Our  laws  im- 
pose a  penalty  for  murder,  but  there  is  a 
system  of  murder  going  on  in  our  midst 
— the  murder  of  those  who  are  unable  to 
speak  for  themselves — day  after  day,  week 
after  week,  month  after  month. 

Mr.  Reid. — And  year  after  year. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.~Yes;  and^  well  the 
right  honorable  member  knows  it.  Is  it 
not  a  satire  on  the  domestic  conditions  of 
to-day  that  fully  dewloped  women — w(xnen 
who  have  passed  the  age  of  twenty-wie, 
should  be  seen  about  our  streets  carrving 
"teddy-bears"  in  their  arms,  and  fond- 
ling them,  and[^;^,;^;^.@(a(S^fi^or  them 
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at  theatres?  What  greater  indicatitm  could 
we  have  of  the  absence  of  the  oppor- 
tunity to  tear  children  for  the  Empire,  and 
to  bestow  on  them  that  affection  which  is 
part  of  woman's  nature,  than  is  furnished 
by  the  spectacle  of  young  women  parading 
our  streets  with  "teddy-bears"  in  their 
arms.  To  me  it  is  a  cruel  injustice  which 
our  civilization  imposes  upon  these  sisters 
of  ours.  Tlie  reason  is  that  they  must  have 
some  outlet  for  their  affecticms,  and  the 
natural  outlet  is  not  available  to  them. 

Mr.  Kellv.— I  draw  your  attention,  sir, 
to  the  fact  that  the  honorable  member's  in- 
teresting remarks,  to  show  the  women 
of  Australia  some  other  outlet  for  their 
affection  than  "teddv  bears,"  are  being 
made  in  the  absence  of  a  quonmi.  [Quorum 
formed.] 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  thought  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Wentworth  would  be 
a  greater  authority  than  I  am  upon  the 
doings  of  that  circle  in  which  the  modern 
ccMidition  to  which  J  have  referred  exists. 
Another  national  danger  which  lies  at  the 
root  of  our  dvilization  and  social  life  is 
the  disease  which  is  being  spread  in  a 
manner  which  has  never  before  l>*en  known. 
To-day  we  are  filling  our  blind  asylums 
as  the  result  of  diseases  that  are  too  vile  for 
me  to  mention  here.  Our  female  hospitals 
are  being  filled,  and  there  are  operations 
by  the  hundreds  where  previously  there 
were  an]y  one  or  two.  Not  only  are  the 
women  paying  the  penalty  for  being  isolated 
so  far  as  their  natural  aspirations  are  con- 
cerned, but  they  are  being  penalized  in 
other  ways  by  reason  of  those  great 
cancers  which  are  eating  out  the  heart  of 
modem  society.  But  nothing  is  done.  A 
kind  of  mock  modesty  forbids  the  discus- 
sion of  matters  which  affect  the  health  and 
the  verv  being  of  our  race,  and  particularly 
the  welfare  of  our  women.  These  great 
questions  are  regarded  as  of  not  sufficient 
importance  to  command  the  attention  of 
Federal  legislators,  and  there,  again,  I 
lodge  an  indictment  against  this  or  any 
other  Government  which  neglects  to 
strengthen  the  position  of  the  people  of 
the  Commonwealth  by  enactments  that 
would  minimise  or  sweep  awav  the  evils  to 
which  T  have  referred.  We  have  in  this 
Parliament  manv  men  who  are  never  tired 
of  reading  authorities  in  conrlemnation  of 
Socialism.  I  have  done  verv  little  quoting 
during  this  speech,  but  I  wish  now  to  read 
tlie  opinions  of  men  who  were  not  known 
as  Socialists — some  of  the  prophets  of  the 


last  century.  They  wrote  long  before  the 
developments  of  this  age  were  dreamt  of. 
and  I  wish  to  throw  their  light  upon  the 
dark  places  upon  the  other  side  of  the 
House.     Emerson  says — 

As  lon^  as  ever  civilization  is  one  of  piopcdyi 
of  fences,  of  exclnaivcness,  it  will  be  mocked  by 
delusions.  Out  riches  will  leave  us  sick,  there 
will  be  bitterness  in  our  laughter,  and  our  winr 

will  burn  in  our  mouth. 

That  was  not  written  fca"  the  last  Federal 
election,  but  in  the  last  century,  long  be- 
fore the  term  "  Socialism  was  brought 
into  the  arena  of  politics,  by  one  of  the 
ablest  men  that  ever  put  pen  to  paper.  He 
says  again — ■ 

Only  good  profits  which  we  can  taste  with  all 
doors  open  and  which  serve  all  men. 

That  is  to  say,  only  the  profits  in  which 
all  may  share  should  exist  in  a  proper  state 
of  society.  Arnold,  another  great  writer 
of  the  last  century,  says — 

It  seems  to  me  that  people  are  not  swaie  of 
the  monstrous  slate  of  society,  absolutely  with- 
out a  parallel  in  the  history  of  the  world,  with 
a  population  poor,  miserable,  and  degraded  in 
body  and  mind,  as  if  they  were  slaves,  mad 
yet  called   free  men. 

That  was  the  way  in  which  Arnold  was 
struck  by  that  side  of  social  life  which, 
I  am  afraid,  many  of  the  men  oppodte, 
like  the  Levite  of  old,  pass  by^  as  it  were. 

on  the  other  side — ■ 

And  the  hopes  entertained  bv  many  of  the 
efforts  to  be  wrought  by  new  schools  and 
churches,  while  the  social  evil  of  their  conditions 
is  left  uncorrected,  appear  to  me  to  be  utterly 
wild. 

That  is  one  of  the  stnxigest  possible  con- 
demnati<xis  of  the  professicms  of  those  who 
claim  to  cure  these  social  wrongs  by  charity 
and  by  the  establishment  of  schools  and 
churches.  Schods  and  chiirdies,  with  all 
their  usefulness,  will  not  remove  those  evils 
unless  we  have  legislators  who  are  pre- 
pared to  listen  to  the  voice  of  the  poor  and 
the  cry  of  the  oppressed.  Then  Ruskin, 
a  great  writer  and  thorough  logician, 
said — 

To  call  the  confused  wreck  of  social  order 
.-ind  life,  brought  about  bv  malicious  collision 
and  competition,  an  arrangement  of  Providence, 
is  quite  one  of  the  most  insolent  and  wicked 
ways  in  which  it  is  possible  to  take  Hit  name  ia 
vain. 

In  other  words,  that  is  not  suflBcient  excuse 
to  relieve  us  of  the  responsibility  which 
such  a  state  of  society  imposes  upon  us. 
Tile  leisured  classes  of  to-day  are  in  the 
habit  of  regarding  poverty  as  the  result 
of  an  act  of  Providence  which  cannot  be 
avoided.     The  Scripture ^says  "The  poor 
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ye  have  always  with  ytMi,"  and  people 
in  good  drcumstances  are  pnme  to  satisfy 
themselves  with  the  reflecticm  that  poverty 
is  a  necessary  corollary  to  our  civiliza- 
tion'-?n  evil  which  cannot  be  curel.  ilut 
what  does  Professes  Thorold  Rc^s  say? 
He  says — 

Id  a  vague  way  they  (the  labourers)  are  under 
the  impression  that  the  greater  part  of  the  misery 
which  they  see  is  the  direct  product  of  the  laws 
enacted  and  maintained  in  the  interests  of  par- 
ticular classes,  and  on  the  whole  tbey  are  right. 

To  what  classes  does  he  refer,  but  to  those 
who  have  enacted  the  laws  which  have  go- 
verned the  masses  for  centuries  past  ? 
What  does  Erofessor  Smart,  of  Glasgow— 
a  man  who  wrote  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
veying his  noble  thoughts  so  that  they 
night  be  recorded  for  the  guidance  of  the 
people — say  in  this  connexiai  ?  He  says— 
Bat  when  machinery  is  replacing  man  and 
doing  the  heavy  work  of  industry,  it  is  time  to 
get  rid  of  the  ancient  prejudice  that  man  must 
work  ten  hours  a  day  to  keep  the  world  up  to 
the  level  of  comfort  it  has  attained.  Possibly 
if  we  clear  our  minds  of  cant,  we  may  sec  that 
Ihe  reason  why  we  still  wish  the  labourer  to 
work  ten  hours  a  day,  is  that  we,  the  com- 
fortable classes,  mav  go  on  receiving  the  lion's 
share  of  the  wealth  these  machines,  iron  and 
human,  are  turning  out. 

Does  anybody  require  any  more  convinc- 
ing proof  than  that  of  the  equity  under- 
lying the  policy  of  the  Labour  party?  If 
they  do,  I  will  refer  th»n  to  Professor 
Calms,  an  authority  of  high  standing,  who 
is  quoted  by  the  greatest  thinkers  in  the 
world.  In  his  work.  Rich  and  Poor^  he 
says — 

Une<|ual  as  is  the  distribution  of  wealth,  al- 
ready in  this  country  the  tendency. of  industrial 
progress — on  the  supposition  that  the  present 
separation  between  the  industrial  classes  is 
maintained — is  towards  an  inequality  greater 
still.  The  rich  will  be  growing  richer, 
and  the  poor  at  least  relatively  poorer. 
It  seems  to  me>  apart  altogether  from 
the  question  of  the  labourers'  interest, 
that  these  are  not  conditions  which  fur- 
■ish  a  solid  basis  for  a  progressive  social  stand- 
ing, but  having  regard  to  that  interest,  I  think 
the  considerations  adduced  show  that  the  first 
iodispensable  step,  toward  any  serious  amend- 
Ment  of  the  labourer's  lot,  is  that  he  should  be, 
«ae  way  or  the  other,  lilted  out  of  the  groove  in 
which  he  at  present  works,  and  placed  in  a  posi- 
tion compatible  with  his  becoming  a  sharer  in 
equal  proportions  with  others,  in  the  general  ad- 
vantage arising  from  industrial  progress. 

One  would  have  thought  that  it  was  frcra 
that  idea  that  we  had  developed  the  scheme 
for  giving  effect  to  the  new  Protectiwi. 
I  should  like  to  quote  still  another  autho- 
rity, not  of  the  International  Sodalistic 
type,  such  as  is  generally  quoted  by  my 


honorable  friends  opposite,  but  one  of  the 
greatest  men  of  the  last  century,  who  liv^d 
and  worked  for  the  people.  I  refer  to 
John  Stuart  Mill,  with  whose  w'ritings  I 
became  familiar  when  a  boy.  His  work  on 
the  subjecticHi  of  women  is  one  of  the  most 
uplifting  that  a  man  could  write.  His 
labours  in  that  direction  are  bearing  prac- 
tical fruit  to-day.  I  have  no  hesitation 
in  saying  that  his  writings  upon  that  sub- 
ject have  resulted  in  the  accomplishment 
of  female  suffrage.  In  discussing  the  re- 
lations of  society,  John  Stuart  Mill  says — 
The  form  of  association,  however,  which  if 
mankind  continue  to  improve,  must  be  expected 
in  the  end  to  predominate,  is  not  that  which 
should  exist  between  the  capitalists  as  chief, 
and  workpeople  without  a  voice  in  the  manage- 
ment, but  the  association  of  the  labourers  them- 
selves on  terms  of  equality,  collectivelv  ownii]<> 
the  capital  with  which  they  carry  on  their  oper- 
ations and  working  under  managers  selected  nntl 
removable  by  themselves. 

^^ill  there  pcnnts  out  that  the  labourer  is 
worthy  of  a  share  of  the  profits  he  pro- 
duces, and  expresses  the  belief  that  the 
workers  will  in  the  I'uture  adopt  a  system 
whereby  they  will  i>rovide  capital  hv 
means  of  co-operation,  will  employ  these 
who  will  manage  their  concerns,  an3  will 
dismiss  them  at  their  own  will.  That  is 
the  system  that  must  come  in  the  process 
of  evolution  to  keep  pace  with  the  im- 
provements in  machinery.  Mill  was  goXs  a 
little  before  his  time  when  he  made  that 
suggestion.     Again,  Mill  wrote — 

Between  Communism,  with  all  its  chances,  and 
the  present  state  of  society,  with  all  its  suffer- 
ings and  injustices,  all  the  diffic}ilties,  great  or 
small,  of  Communism  would  be  as  dust  in  the 
balance. 

Mill  knew  the  lot  of  the  factory  hands  and 
toilers  of  Great  Britain;  and  he  there 
pointed  out  that  whatever  may  be  the  faults 
of  CcMumimism — that  is,  collective  owner- 
ship— they  would  be  as  dust  in  the  balance 
as  compared  with  the  injustices  and  in- 
equalities that  exist  under  present  con- 
ditions. We  do  not  want  better  guidance 
than  is  given  by  these  great  men  as  to  the 
duties  cast  upcm  us  as  representatives  of  the 
people.  I  may  quote  Mill  again  on  the  sub- 
ject of  equal  distribution — 

Our  ideal  of  ultimate  improvement  went  far 
beyond  Democracy,  and  would  class  us  decidedly 
under  the  general  name  of  Socialists,  The 
social  problem  of  the  future  we  considered  to  be 
how  to  unite  the  greatest  liberty,  of  action  with  a 
common  ownership  in  the  raw  material  of  the 
globe ;  and  an  equal  participation  of  all  the 
benefits  of  combined  labour. 
Every  one  of  the  writers  whan  I  have 
quoted  indicatftl  what^^gg|^ing  at 
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to-day  as  the  solution  of  the  social  pro- 
blem. I  will  quote  one  more  authority, 
not  a  British  writer,  but  one  belonging  to 
the  United  States.  Fiske,  dealing  with  the 
dragon  of  America,  wrote — 

The  inherited  predatory  tendencies  of  men  to 
seize  upon  other  people's  labour  are  still  very 
strong,  and  while  wc  have  nothing  more  to  fear 
from  kin^s,  wc  may  yet  have  trouble  enough 
from  commercial  monopolies  and  favored  indus- 
tries  marching  tu  the  polls  their  hosts  of  bribed 
retainers. 

How  true  that  is  !  There  have  been  Tam- 
many rings  which  have  corrupted  politics 
in  America,  and  which,  as  this  writer  ob- 
serves, ha\e  driven  their  bribed  retainers 
to  the  poll.  The  honorable  member  for 
Darwin  can  testify  that  that  is  a  truthful 
statement  of  what  takes  place  in  the 
naticHial  and  municipal  arena.  This  writer 
p(nnts  with  unerring  finger  to  the  rings, 
trusts,  and  combines  that  are  practically 
eating  the  heart  out  of  the  American 
nation.  They  are  also  throwing  their 
tentacles  round  industries  in  Australia.  Yet 
honorable  members  opposite  tell  us  that  we 
must  sit  idly  by  and  allow  this  state  of 
things  to  proceed.  We  know  the  effect  that 
the  great  Tobacco  Combine  has  had  <m 
tobacco-growing  in  the  Commonwealth. 
The  tobacco-grower  is  at  the  mercy  of  the 
Tobacco  Trust,  because  there  is  wily  <Hie 
buyer;  and  unless  the  grower  will  sell  his 
product  on  the  buyer's  terms,  he  must  let 
it  rot.  Competition  is  becoming  a  thing 
of  the  past.  Those  who  control  industries 
are  combining  for  the  purpose  of  keeping 
up  prices  and  eliminating  competition. 
Meanwhile  the  workers  are  standing  by 
powerless,  and  the  Legislature,  by  whom 
alcme  the  power  can  be  exercised  of  pre- 
venting the  operations  of  these  rings  and 
trusts,  will  do  nothing.  We  are  told  that 
we  must  not  aim  at  an  amendment  of  the 
C<xi8titution  to  give  us  the  necessary  power 
to  restrain  the.se  mo3ern  octopuses  that  are 
crushing  the  life  blood  out  of  the  com- 
merce and  industry  of  this  country.  But 
when  we  find  that  the  policy  advocated  by 
the  Labour  party  is  backed  up  bv  such 
authorities  as  I  have  quoted,  I  ask  any 
honest  man  or  woman  whether  we  want  any 
better  support  for  our  principles  ? 

Mr.  King  O'Malley. — We  can  find 
plenty  in  Holy  Writ. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— There  are  some  good 
precepts  in  Holy  Writ.  One  which  always 
recurs  to  my  mind  when  I  think  upon  this 
subject  is  this:  "The  earth  is  the  Lord's 
and  the  fullness  thereof."    But  I  always 


add,  to  bring  the  precept  up  to  date  :  "  The 
lords  are  the  people,  not  the  landlords." 
The  day  will  come  when  the  people  will 
come  into  their  heritage  in  all  civilized 
countries.  The  people  are  only  ^evented 
frcffli  taking  control  to-da>  by  the 
duplicity  c»i  the  part  of  those  by  whom 
they  are  surrounded.  They  are  misled  bj 
a  lying  press  morning  after  morning,  and 
cannot  rely  upon  the  information  and  the 
news  conveyed  to  them,  because  the  hire* 
lings  of  tlie  capitalists  are  dependent  few 
their  fat  dividends  on  the  advertisements 
of  those  who  tread  upon  the  necks  of  the 
poor.  These  journals  do  not  give  to  the 
public  that  which  they  should  give  as 
organs  of  popular  education.  Because  of 
this  the  people  are  misled,  and  only  be- 
cause of  this  is  the  day  of  redemption 
further  away  than  it  should  be. 
I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  if  the 
people  who  are  affected,  outside  of  those 
who  are  enriching  themselves  at  the  cost 
of  others,  will  only  realize  the  true  position 
there  will  be  no  fusion  party  after  the 
next  Federal  el«:ticais.  We  shall,  like 
Diogenes,  require  a  lantern  to  find  any 
trace  of  that  party.  If  the  workers  were 
wise,  their  cmdition  would  be  otherwise. 
It  is  because  they  are  not  wise,  and  be- 
cause they  listen  to  the  appeals  of  the 
enemy,  who  ocKues  to  th&n  in  sheep's 
clothing,  that  they  do  not  take  the  actioD 
which  they  should  take.  I  say  that  vic- 
tory will  be  ours  once  the  people  realize 
their  power  and  their  rights,  and  demand 
those  rights.  Befwe  we  can  govern  this 
country  properly  we  shall  have  to  estab- 
lish a  national  bank.  Mr.  Fisher,  in  tbc 
speech  at  Gyrapie,  in  which  he  put  for- 
ward the  policy  of  the  Labour  party,  pro- 
posed in  this  c(mnexi(»i  only  a  Federal 
note  issue,  a  very  simple,  innocent,  bomoe- 
pathic  dose  of  the  medicine  that  should 
be  given  in  larger  doses,  but  the  financial 
institutions  were  on  his  track  at  once,  and 
would  have  annihilated  him  if  they  could. 
We  find  that  since  the  ex-Prime  Minister 
announced  this  delicate  proposal  the  banks 
have  practically  abolished  the  charge  for 
exchange,  whidi  they  imposed  in  cashing 
in  one  State  notes  issued  in  another.  That 
charge  ranged  from  6d.  to  is.  in  the  j^i. 
Immediately  the  authorities  of  the  bulks 
saw  that  the  Labour  Fi?me  Minister  had 
included  a  note  is^ue  in  his  proposals  they 
knew  that  he  would  carry  it  into  law  if 
he  were  giren  the  opportunity,  and  in  order 
to  appease  their  consciences  they  abolished 
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the  iniquitous  exchange  on  Inter-State 
notes  that  had  been  charged  for  so  many 
years  past.  That  was  one  result  merely 
ot  the  announcement  of  so  simple  a  pro- 
posal as  the  issue  of  State  notes.  I  look 
back  to  189,^,  the  time  of  the  banking  crisis 
in  this  country.  I  have  every  reason  to 
remember  its  effects  in  New  South  Wales. 
In  common  with  many  others.  I  was  re- 
duced at  the  time  frwn  a  position  of  com- 
fort to  one  of  starvation  and  poverty.  I 
remember  that  the  results  of  fourteen  years' 
continuous  toil,  economy,  and  thrift  on 
my  part  were  thrown  to  the  winds  in  one 
night.  If  I  had  not  been  a  young  man 
with  plentv  of  jilurk  and  determination 
I  should  have  found  a  resting-place  where 
many  others  found  it  at  that  time,  as  the 
result  of  that  cruel  crisis  which  robbed  so 
many  of  their  means.  I  can  remonber  the 
mad  rush  made  to  the  banks  in  New  South 
Wales  when  people  learned  that  there  was 
some  danger  that  thev  would  lose  all  that 
they  had.  I  saw  infuriated  mobs  of  people 
trampling  each  other  in  the  effort  to  reach 
the  doors  which  were  closed  against  them 
by  the  banks,  who  refused  to  pay  them 
their  own.  Old  women,  trembling  and 
feeble,  were  trampled  upon  and  crushed 
in  the  mad  rush  to  save  themselves  from 
the  avalanche  of  distress  which  was  fall- 
ing upon  them  as  the  result  of  the  banking 
crisis.  These  are  pictures  which  can  never 
Ixj  erased  from  my  mind.  I  know  that 
bread-winners  had  carefully  put  by  in 
these  institutions  the  savings  of  many 
years,  not  for  their  own  benefit,  but  in  or- 
der that  their  wives  and  little  ones  might 
have  something  if  death  should  call  them 
from  their  side.  I  remember  that  widows 
and  children  followed  to  their  graves 
husbands  and  fathers  who  fell  under 
the  blow  dealt  them  by  that  crisis. 
I  remember  that  the  little  property 
left  tn  widows  and  children  was  sold 
for  a  particle  of  its  value  in  a  broken 
market.  I  .';aw  the  mounds  in  the  church- 
yards surrounded  by  children  and  mothers 
weeping  for  those  who  were  the  uctims 
of  the  banking  system  that  exists  in  this 
country.  Remembering  these  things,  I 
nsk  whether  the  time  has  not  arrived  when 
we  should  do  something  to  prevent  the 
possibility  of  a  like  calamity  occurring  in 
the  future.  I  speak  from  personal  ex- 
perience in  this  matter.  iFor  thirteen  years 
I  was  practically  in  purgatory,  as  a  result 
of  the  banking  crisis.  For  thirteen  years 
I  fought  to  retain  an  h<Miorable  name,  and 


my  position  as  an  hcmorable  member  of 
society,  to  prevent  the  brand  of  the  in- 
solvent being  placed  upon  me.  Ought  I 
not  to  remember  the  incidents  of  that  bank- 
ing crisis  ?  What  brought  it  about  ?  Over- 
capitalizaticHi  of  the  shares  of  banks,  the 
inflation  of  land  values,  and  the  fact  that 
the  securities  were  insufficient  to  cover  the 
money  advanced  upon  them.  The  earn- 
ings of  the  banks  were  divided  in  big  diW- 
dends  year  after  year  amongst  the  share- 
holders. When  the  time  of  depression  ar- 
rived and  the  crops  were  not  up  to  the 
average,  the  banks  found  that  they  had  not 
sufficient  gold  to  meet  their  liabilities,  and 
that  they  could  not  meet  them.  They 
closed  their  doors,  and  in  the  case  of  some 
of  them  they  have  not  been  re-opened  to 
this  day.  Iii  other  cases,  thou^  the  doors 
have  been  re-opened,  the  nuxiey  whidi  was 
intrusted  to  them  fifteen  or  twenty  years 
ago  has  not  yet  been  paid.  One  of  the 
banks  is  to-day  again  re-constructing ;  the 
money  deposited  in  that  bank  fifteen  years 
ago  is  not  yet  available  to  the  depositor*, 
but  they  are  asked  to  take  shares  in  a  re- 
constructed bank  in  which  the  public  have 
no  confidence.  Did  the  State  Legislatures, 
as  the  custodians  of  the  people's  welfare, 
pass  Acts  of  Parliament  after  tlus  crisis 
to  prevait  the  recurrence  of  such  a  con- 
dition of  things?  No.  To-day  the  same 
field  is  open  to  the  financial  shark  that  was 
open  to  him  before  the  banking  crisis.  We 
have  usurious  money-lending  institutions 
in  every  State  in  the  Commonwealth  that 
are  to-dav  bleeding  people  who  are  in  tem- 
porary difficulty.  Their  shareholders  are 
living  on  the  fat  of  the  land,  and  in  the 
meantime  land  values  are  being  inflated. 
We  have  enjoyed  good  seasons  during  the 
last  five  or  six  years,  and  the  prices  ob- 
tained for  the  products  of  the  land  have 
never  been  equalled  in  the  history  of  the 
Commonwealth.  We  are  living  at  the 
high-water  mark  of  prosperity,  the  infla- 
tion of  land  values  continues  in  propor- 
tion to  production  and  the  value  of 
production,  and  it  is  only  a  matter  of 
time  when  history  will  repeat  itself  in 
this  great  Commonwealth.  God  forbid 
that  it  should  be  so,  but  I  fear  that  we 
shall  again  see  the  toilers,  the  workers, 
the  middle-class  people,  who  trust  thrir 
money  to  these  institutions,  left  bewailing 
their  losses,  and  we  shall  have  again  a 
crop  of  the  same  financial  disasters  that 
we  had  in  1893.  No  one  can  know  better 
the  results  of  sudi  a  state^of  affairs  than 
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one  who  has  suffered  from  them.  It  is 
not  I  alone  who  suffered ,  because  my 
wife  and  children  bad  necessarily  with 
myself  to  feel  the  pinch  of  poverty. 
It  is  upon  wi\'es  and  diildren  that  the  bur- 
den falls  which  makes  a  man  feel  keenly 
— more  kemly  than  he  would  if  it  fell  upon 
his  own  shoulders.  And  it  is  because  of 
my  sympathy  with  women  and  children  that 
I  submit  that  there  is  no  reascai  why  the 
Government  of  the  Commonwealth,  if  a 
disaster  of  this  kind  should  overtake  tis, 
should  not  be  absolutely  condemned  in  the 
market  place  for  having  neglected  to  taht 
notice  of  the  experience  which  was  to  be 
gained  by  the  previous  crisis.  I  cannot 
go  into  the  matter  of  banking  to-nig^it. 
First  of  all,  I  do  not  think  it  would  be 
wise  for  me  to  make  the  attempt. 

Mr.  Thomas. — Leave  that  subject  until 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  assure  honorable 
members  that  I  am  strictly  in  earnest  in 
what  I  am  saying  to-day.  There  has  been 
no  attempt  on  my  part  to  while  away  the 
time  of  the  House  or  the  (xumtry.  On 
this  momentous  occasion  I  am  trying  to  put 
on  the  records  of  the  House  what  I  believe 
to  be  necessary  for  the  guidance  of  those 
who  will  come  after  us.  I  do  nc^  in- 
tend to  deal  with  the  subject  of  banking 
to-night,  but  if  an  opportunity  should  arise 
to  debate  with  the  questicm  of  finance, 
I  shall  endeavour  to  Rive  an  ex- 
position of  what  I  consider  to  be  essential 
and  necessary  reforms  in  that  direction. 
My  next  point  is  very  important,  so 
far  as  the  Labour  party  is  con- 
cerned. Our  opponents  on  the  other 
side,  and  throughout  the  Commonwealth, 
keep  telling  the  people  that  we  should  not 
be  supported  because  we  are  bound  and 
not  free.  We  are  not  bound  except  to  that 
which  we  with  open  eyes  desire  to  bind 
ourselves.  Before  we  seek  to  be  candidates 
for  election  we  have  submitted  to  us  a  pro- 
gramme in  black  and  white.  We  have  all 
the  opportunity  which  men  require,  not 
only  to  read  it,  but  to  digest  and  under- 
stand it.  And  if  we  then  decide  to  enter 
into  a  contract  so  to  speak  with  the  people 
whom  we  wish  to  elect  us,  we  enter  into 
an  honest  and  open  undertaking  to  carry 
that  contract  to  its  logical  ccmclusion  here. 
Is  there  anything  unfair  in  a  bond  of  that 
kind  ?  Is  there  anything  unjust  in  an  open 
cwtract?  In  past  times  the  curse  of 
politics  was  that  the  people  were  never  able 
^  to  pin  down  men  to  a  definite  policy  of 
reform.      Public  men  fooled  the  people 


from  the  introducti^  of  resptxisibie  go- 
venunent  until  the  Labour  party  came  into 
existence  and  set  an  example  whidi  is 
now  being  fc^  lowed  by  other  organixatkms 
and  parties.  Since  "  imitation  is  the  sin- 
cerest  form  of  flattery"  we  are  proud  to 
produce  the  evidence  of  the  flattra^  which 
is  bestowed  upon  us.  We,  I  repeat,  are 
free  to  refuse  to  sign  the  platfonn,  but  we 
are  not  free  to  violate  it  once  it  has  been 
signed. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts, — ^Not  unless  we  leave 
the  party. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— That  is  so.  How 
does  that  apply  to  my  honorable  friends 
on  the  other  side  ?  They  have  al- 
ways declared  that  Free  Trade  was 
essential  to  the  welfare  of  Australia ;  that 
that  policy,  or  principle^  or  expetUent  was 
worth  fighting  tor,  that  it  was  the  leading 
plank  of  their  platform.  But  to-day  we 
find  them  sitting  in  the  camp  of  tliose  who 
do  not  believe  in  that  doctrine,  and  pro- 
fessing to  be  in  unison  in  their  aims  to 
alleviate  the  conditions  that  prevail  in  the 
CcMnmon wealth.  Yet  they  say  that  tbey 
are  free,  and  that  we  are  bond.  I  re- 
member the  time  when  I,  from  knowledge 
that  I  possessed,  and  information  ihat  I 
had  gained  concerning  the  administration 
of  the  Tost  and  Telegraph  Department, 
felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to  ask  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Commission  of  inquiry 
into  every  branch  of  the  Department.  I 
did  not  ask  my  party  whether  I  should 
move  the  motion — that  was  not  in  the  plat- 
form I  had  supported — nor  did  my  party 
tell  me  that  I  was  bound  and  could  not 
take  that  course.  My  motion  was  not  sup- 
ported by  the  party  as  a  whole,  showing 
that  there  was  freedcan  for  its  members  to 
vote  against  an  important  proposition  which 
any  member  of  the  party  might  bring  for- 
ward. But  how  did  honorable  members 
on  the  other  side  stand?  Many  of  them 
did  not  believe  that  an  inquiry  was  neces- 
sary, because  they  did  not  understand  the 
gravity  of  the  position.  I  do  not  make 
that  remark  disrespectfully,  because  no  one 
without  special  knowledge  could  ever  ha^-e 
dreamt  that  the  Department  could  possibly 
be  in  the  condition  in  which  it  is  to-day. 
I  do  not  blame  them  for  not  realizing  then 
the  necessity  for  an  inquiry.  It  was 
only  those  who  biad  made  a  close  re- 
search who  could  find  any  reason  for  de- 
manding the  im^estigation  which  was  set 
on  foot.  Many  honorable  members  on  the 
other  side  did  not  agree  with  the  .proposaj 
for  the  appoint^pl^^g^ogt^,  but 
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when  it  came  to  the  point  of  voting,  and 
they  thought  that  a  defeat  of  the  Govern- 
ment would  mean  their  accession  to  office, 
they  sat  soUdly  on  the  Opposition  benches. 
Who  were  bound  then  ?  Honorable  members 
sat  on  the  Opposition  side,  not  because  of 
a  principle  which  they  were  supporting, 
not  because  they  believed  in  the  need  for  an 
inquiry,  but  because  they  were  using  my 
moti«i  for  their  political  purposes,  and 
the  possible  attainment  of  office.     In  that 
instance,  it  was  shown  that  the  members  of 
the  Labour  party  are  more  free  than  are 
the  members  of  any  other  party.  Would 
.iny  of  those  who  are  sitting  opposite  dare 
to  cross  to  this  side  of  the  chamber,  to 
vote  with  the  Labour  party  00  a  question 
of  principle?    No.     In  the  Parliament  of 
New  South  Wales  the  remnant  of  the  See 
party     professed    to    sympathize  xritti 
Labour;  but  were  they  ever  found  behind 
the  Labour  party  during  a  division  on  a 
vital  issue?    No.    On  every  occasion  they 
supported  the  enemies  of  Labour.    So  it  is 
here.     I  say  that  we  are  free,  and  that 
is  more  than  members  of  other  political 
parties  here  can  say.     When  in  the  State 
Parliament,  I  knew  that  corruption  was 
rampant  in  the  administration  of  the  land 
laws.     Many  members  were  plying  the 
occupaticm  of  paid  land  agents.  Believing 
it  to  be  my  duty,  as  a  representative  of  the 
public,  to  call  for  an  investigation  of  the 
scandals  which  were  afterwards  exposed,  I 
urged  in  the  House  the  appointment  of 
a  Royal  CcMnmission.     The  Hansard  de- 
bates of  the  day  will  show  that  I  then  fore- 
told what  afterwards   was  fully  proved. 
Acting  as  a  free  man,   I   stood  on  the 
floor  of  the  House,  and  faced  the  most 
terrible  opposition  that  any  man  has  ever 
had  to  face.     Three  of  the  land  pirates 
were,  very  able  but    unscrupulous  men. 
In  fighting  for  the  app(nntment  of  a  Com- 
mission, so  that  the  people  whom  I  repre- 
sented  might  be  fairiv  dealt  with  in  their 
transactions  with  the  Lands  Department,  I 
had  to  cOTibat  those  men.     Did  I  ask  my 
party  whether  I  should  move  in  that  mat- 
ter?    No.     I  took  action  on   my  own 
initiative,  and  did  my  level  best  for  what 
I  conceived  to  be  the  public  interest.  The 
forms  of  the  House  prevented  me  from 
attaining  my  object,  and  the  end  of  the 
session  was  too  close  at  hand  to  enable  me 
to  take  furthCT  action  in  Parliament.  There- 
fore, I  did  the  best  thing  I  could  under 
the  ciraimstances.      I   transmitted  sworn 
statements  to  the  Crown  Law  cheers.  But, 
as  one  of  the  men  involved  was  a  Minister, 


those  papers  were  not  allowed  to  be  taken 
from  the  pigeon-hole  in  which  they  were 
placed.     However,  I  lived  to  see  every 
indictment  which  I  had  made  proved  to  the 
hilt.     I  lived  to  appear  before  the  Royal 
Commission  which  was  subsequently  ap- 
pointed, and  was  the  only  member  of  the 
Parliament  who  v<^untarily  gave  evidence 
before  it,  telling  what  1  knew,  in  order 
that  an  end  might  be  put  to  the  maladminis- 
tration which  was  stinking  in  the  nostrils 
of  the  people.     It  is  said  that  the  Labour 
members  are  not  free.     Could  a  man  be 
freer  than  I  was  in  that  case?    All  I  got 
for  my  trouble  was  a  testimonial  ftom  the 
Judge  who  presided  over  the  Coaunissi<Hi. 
But  it  was  such  as  would  have  rewarded 
me  for  ten  times  the  trouble  and  abuse 
which  I  had  undergone.     Mr.  Justice 
Owen,  a  man  whose  opinion  could  not  be 
bought  with  money,  said,  after  I  had  been 
under  examination  for  two  days,   and  I 
think  that  the  House  and  the  public  will 
agree  that  it  was  a    great    testimonial : 
"  Mr.  Webster,  if  you  will  permit  me  to 
say  so,  I  wish  other  public  men  would  do 
as  you  have  done,    and  lay    what  they 
know  before  this  Commission.    We  should 
then  get  to  the  bottom  of  this  trouble. 
Vour  action  is  oHnmendable  as  that  of  a 
public  man,  and  creditable  as  that  of  a 
citizen  of  Australia."     That  is  a  testi- 
monial of  which  I  am  prouder  than  of  any- 
thing else  I  possess.     I  gained  it 'because, 
although  a  member  of  the  Labour  party,  I 
was  a  free  man  with  clean  hands,  and  en- 
deavoured to  expose  corruption,  the  like 
of  which  has  never  been  unearthed  in  any 
Parliament  at  any  time  within  my  know- 
ledge.  Then,  in  this  House,  what  was  done 
in  regard  to  the  appointment  of  the  Postal 
Commi^on?    The  carrying  of  a  motion 
for  the  appointmait  of  such  a  Commission 
meant  the  displacement  of  the  Government 
which  I  was  supporting.    But  that  had  no 
weight  with  me,  in  view  of  the  disgraceful 
condition  of  a  great  Department  of  State. 
If  the  Government  would  not  bow  to  the 
voice  of  reason,  I  was  prepared  to  vote  for 
the  dismissal  of  Ministers  rather  than  sacri- 
fice the  interests  of  the  country.     Not  a 
man  on  the  other  side  would  have  dcme 
what  I  did  then.    My  action  on  that  occa- 
sion still  further  proves  that  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Labour  party  are  free.  But 
let  me  show  how  far  frmn  free  were  the 
members  of  other  parties  in  the  New  South 
Wales  Parliament.     On   the  occasion  to 
which  I  referred,  my  speech  was  punctuated 
by  178  interject^e^fl^OiSbglte"**  °* 
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order.  The  attempts  made  by  the  honor- 
able member  for  Farramatta  to  cut  up  this 
speech,  and  to  interpolate  his  own  opinions, 
have  been  as  nothing  to  the  treatment  I 
had  to  undergo  then.  My  speech  was  cut 
up  into  «iince-meat.  The  c^ject  of  the  in- 
terjections was,  first,  to  make  me  lose  my 
temper,  and,  next,  to  destroy  the  con- 
tinuity of  my  remarks,  so  that  no  one  would 
understand  them,  and  members  would  be 
prevented  from  following  me  intelligently. 
Before  the  dinner  adjournment,  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Opposition  were  cheering  my 
utterances,  but  during  the  dinner  hour  it 
was  rumoured  that,  on  resuming,  I  would 
say  a  word  or  two  which  would  involve 
their  leader.  Before  the  adjournment,  I 
had  attacked  only  members  of  the  Govern- 
ment. The  members  of  the  Opposition  be- 
lieved the  rumour,  as  guilty  men  always  be- 
lieve any  rumour  of  the  kind.  A  guilty 
man  takes  every  one  whom  he  sees  to  be  a 
detective,  until  he  passes  by  without 
arresting  him.  Believing  that  I  would 
attack  the  Leader  of  the  Oppositicm,  his 
followers,  who  previously  had  cheered  me, 
jeered  and  sneered  at  me — not  one,  or  two, 
or  three,  but  the  whole  pack  of  them.  Not 
one  of  them  was  free  to  do  what  he  thought 
right.  The  word  had  gone  round  that  I 
was  a  dangerous  man^  who  had  got  hold  of 
dangerous  weapons,  and  that  if  the  Govern- 
ment were  not  assisted  to  crush  me,  every 
one  would  be  exposed.  Even  members  of 
my  own  party  did  not  thoroughly  under- 
stand the  position,  and  some  of  them  were 
not  free,  but  the  occasion  proved  that  there 
were  no  free  men  among  my  opponent*)  and 
that  the  only  party  in  which  there  was  free- 
dom was  the  Labour  party.  Are  the  mem- 
bers of  that  party  free?  Of  course  we  are. 
There  is  another  matter  to  which  I  de- 
sire to  refer  before  I  conclude ;  and  it  is 
one  pertaining  to  the  position  of  the  press. 
I  find  in  Saturday's  Age — and  I  think  the 
article  very  nearly  trenches  on  the  privi- 
leges of  Parliament — what  seem  to  me  a 
combination  of  a  threat  and  a  bribe.  I 
do  not  think  it  will  have  any  effect  on  the 
gentlemen  it  is  intended  for;  but  it  sliows 
the  domination  which  the  press  is  attempt- 
ing to  exercise  over  the  proceedings  of  the 
National  Parliament.  In  the  Age  the 
writer  said  that  it  was  understood  that  the 
right  honorable  member  for  East  Sydney 
was  going  to  follow  myself  in  this  debate, 
and  that  it  had  been  suggested  he  was 
likely  to  repeat  the  candid  friend  address 
of  Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  WcbsUr. 


Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber must  not  refer  to  occurrences  in  another 
place. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— The  article  in  the 

Age  goes  on  to  say — 

Mi.  Reid's  confidants,  however,  deny  that  he 
has  any  such  ioteDtion.  The  meft  fact  that  Mr. 
Reid  is  popularly  considered  to  be  in  the  run- 
ning for  certain  important  posts  which  will 
become  vacant  within  the  next  twelve  months 
is  regarded  as  sufficient  to  deter  him  from 
indiscreet  action. 

What  is  the  meaning  of  that?  First  of  all, 
the  newspaper  says  to  the  right  h<»iorable 
member  for  East  Sydney  in  so  many  words, 
"Look  here,  you  must  not  do  what  the  hon- 
orable senator  has  done  in  another  place, 
or  you  will  not  be  in  the  running ;  you  will 
not  succeed  in  getting  one  of  those  impor- 
tant posts  if  you  dare  to  do  anything  like 
what  that  gentleman  has  done."  What  is 
that  but  practically  trying  to  dominate  this 
Parliament?  This  newspaper  not  (uily 
tries  to  dominate  Parliament,  and  mis- 
guide public  opinion  outside,  but  it  thinks 
it  has  the  right  to  arrogate  to  itself  the 
duty  of  dictating  to  a  member  what  be 
shall  do,  and  to  point  out  that  if  he  dares 
to  do  otherwise,  he  will  lose  preferment 
which  it,  in  its  wisdom,  thinks  he  is  "  in 
the  running ' '  for  during  the  next  twelve 
months.  That  I  regard  as  a  dire  insult 
to  the  right  jhonori^le  member;  and  I 
think  that  when  he  speaks  he  will  show 
that  he  so  regards  it.  I  refer  to  this  mat- 
tar  (Mily  because  it  is  one  of  the  dis- 
graceful actions  of  the  press  to-day.  What 
is  the  press  ?  Who  are  the  men 
who  write  these  articles  ?  If  they 
signed  their  name  not  one  man  in  ten 
would  believe  a  word  they  write ;  but  be- 
cause they  are  able  to  hide  their  identity 
in  anonymity,  their  words  are  given  a 
weight  which  they  do  not  deserve.  As 
things  are,  the  press  is  allowed,  as  no  in- 
dividual in  society  is  allowed,  to  abuse  men 
and  shoot  them-  frcnn  behind  the  hedge. 
The  time  is  coming  when  Parliament  and 
the  press  will  be  brought  into  conflict,  and 
the  question  will  have  to  be  decided  for 
good  and  all.  The  time  is  coming  when 
public  men  must  be  protected  ;  and  if  public 
men  have  not  the  courage  to  defend  their 
own  reputations  from  the  slanderous  at- 
tacks of  myrmidons  of  the  press,  and  press 
conductors  themselves,  some  other  more 
drastic,  definite  and  deadly  step  will 
have  to  be  taken  than  mere  regu- 
lation bv  parliamentarv  control.  There 
is    a     stage    ^h,en^  ^'^^^ 
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turn.     There  is   a   time,   as   it  would 
be  with  me,  when,  if  efforts  were  made  to 
practically  take  away  my  reputation  with- 
out justification,  mv  British  blood  could 
stand  no  more ;  and  I  should  have  no  hesi- 
tation, if  the  man  were  worthy  of  it,  in 
making  myself  a  sacrifice  in  order  to  show 
the  people  the  curse  that  is  amongst  us. 
i  am  now  aiming  to  my  last  point. 
Mr.  Page. — Is  this  the  last  lap? 
Mr.    WEBSTER.  —  I   have   not  yet 
touched,   excxpt   incidentally,    that  won- 
derful   document,    the    Government  pro- 
gramme,   and     I     do    not    propose  to 
de.Tl    with    it    to-night.      I    desire  to 
point  out,  however,  that  there  is  a  move- 
ment going  on  amongst  usj  and  that  the 
peoj>le  should  be  made  aware  of  the  fact. 
The  fusifxi  party,  and  all  those  associated 
with  them,  are  everlastingly  telling  us  of 
tlie  wonderful  organizati<Hi  of  the  Labour 
party — telling  us  that  1h&  Labour  party's 
organization  is  perfect — while  their  own 
side  cannot   wake    up   their  supporters. 
Now  the  latter  is  not  the  fact,  because, 
since  they  have  all  got  into  one  camp, 
things  have  changed.    A  fight  is  going  to 
be  fought  in  the  Ccxnmonwealth  before  the 
next  twelve  months  are  over,  which  will 
mean  much  to  the  future  politics  of  the 
Continent.    I  desire  here  to  read  a  letter 
sent  to  me  as  a  kind  of  warning  as  to  the 
tactics  adopted  by  our  friends  opposite  and 
their  supporters.   The  letter  is  frcxn  a  per- 
son I  do  not  know,  though  from  an  address 
I  do  know,  and  it  is  signed  in  good  faith. 
It  is  as  follows  : — • 

The  writer  does  not  doubt  that  a  political 
ftghtcr  of  experience,  as  you  arc,  may  be  relied 
upon  to  be  pretty  well  prepared,  in  a  general 
wny,  for  the  tactics  of  the  enemy.  Nevertheless, 
il  mav  not  be  amiss  to  mentioD  that  the  Liberal 
and  Reform  League,  in  fixing  their  plan  of  cam- 
paign  for  next  election,  are  making  a  special  set 
at  the  Gwydir  seat,  and  the  lady  member  who 
has  charjre  of  this  wing  of  their  subscription  list, 
t«  receiving  very  handsome  contributions  towards 
the  Conservative  fighting  fund  for  Gwydir. 

The  writer  is  merely  a  young  working  woman 
with  no  political  weapon  but  her  vote,  and  she 
only  sends  these  few  lines  in  a  simple  spirit  of 
service  to  the  cause  she  believes  in.  She  knows 
that,  while  professing — fer  daily  papers — a 
stricken  admiration  of  Labour's  "splendid 
organization,"  the  Tories  are  by  no  means  stand- 
ing idle  and  open<mouthed  in  the  face  of  that 
orL;ani2ation.  Their  own  is  going  on  all  the 
lime,  with  the  clink  of  coin  added  to  coin,  with 
the  buying  m>  of  all  the  mean,  slandering  agen- 
cies thai  are  ever  for  sale  in  the  Devil's  market- 
place; with  the  pretty  chiitter  of  drawingroom 
te.-is,  with  thr  false  mouthing  of  such  useful 
phrases  as  "safeguarding  the  home,"  "purify, 
ing  public  life,"  and  all  the  other  little  lures 
which,  in  time  of  political  stress,  the  wealthy 
[4a] 


woman  uses  to  bind  to  herself  the  socially  unim- 
portant woman  whom,  at  ordinary  times,  she 
would  cut  dead.  So  it  is  not  enough  that  the 
Labour  man  hold  his  own ;  he  must,  each  time, 
make  it  increasingly  his  own  by  a  larger  num- 
ber of  convinced  voters. 

Trusting  that  you  will  be  so  kind  as  not  to 
look  upon  this  as  too  much  of  a  trespass. 
Yours  for  Australia, 

That  letter,  which  is  signed,  is  an  indica- 
tion of  the  awakening  of  w<xnan. 

Mr.  Fairbairn.— One  swallow  does  not 
make  a  summer. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— No;  but  one  social 
tea-party  might  make  a  convert.  It  is  re- 
markable that  the  honorable  member,  who, 
in  the  olden  days,  bitterly  opposed  women's 
suffrage  

Mr.  Fairbairn.— The  honorable  member 
is  quite  wnmg. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— It  is  remarkable  that 
the  tumorable  member  is  to-day  practically 
without  an  audience  to  address,  unless  he 
calls  a  meeting  of  a  Women's  Association. 
God  help  the  women  who  have  to  endure 
it.    The  Conservative  element  are  using  to- 
day the  very  weapons  which  my  lady  cot- 
respondent  says  are  being   used,   to  her 
knowledge,  and  which  I  know   are  used 
only  in  fights  of  this  kind.  *  I  have  gone 
through  a  contest  in  which  they  have  oeoQ 
used.      At  the  last  general  election,  the 
Conservatives  endeavoured  to  down  me  by 
misrepresenting  my  actions  in  ccmnexion 
with   the   land   scandals   in  New  South 
Wales.^   In  ra-der  to  show  that  they  had  no 
belief  in  the  slanders  so  uttered  against  me, 
however,  2,000   people   in  my  electorate 
contributed  to  a  fund,  and  presented  me 
with  the  gold  watch  which  I  hold  in  mv 
hand,  as  well  as  a  testimonial,  as  a  mark 
of  their  appreciation  of  the  services  I  had 
rendered    the    man    on     the     land  in 
connexion     with     the     land  scandals. 
Whilst  they  did   this,    the  Conservative 
party  used  the  greater  proportion  of  the 
newspapers  in  mv  electorate,  and  utilized 
them  in  printing  absolute  and  wilful  misre- 
presentations by  which  they  hoped  to  delude 
the  people  of  Gwvdir,  and  to  remove  me 
from  Federal  politics.     The  diabolical  work 
of  this  body  of  men  is  bevond  cwnprehen- 
sion,  save  by  those  who  have  experienced  it. 
If  there  is  one  thing  more  than  another 
that  would  drive  a  man  out  of  Federal 
politics,  it  is  the  degradation  of  his  sur- 
roundings in  the  political  arena.    I  have 
been  in  the  political  fight  since  1880,  when 
I  occupied  the  position  of  Financial  Sec- 
retary to  the  Trades  and-ljabqur .  Council 
Df  New  South  WateSKediyfc(^b^l  fighting 
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for  the  cause  ever  anoe,  and  not  always 
for  pay.  For  many  years  I  fought  without 
monetary  reward.  1  was  often  money  out 
of  pocket,  and  I  sacrificed  time  and  leisure 
for  the  good  of  the  cause.  I  had  proved 
the  existence  of  coiruptton  in  connexion 
with  the  State  Parliament,  but  when  I 
reached  the  national  Parliament,  I  hoped 
to  find  a  more  serene  atmosphere,  and  an 
environment  that  might  leave  its  mark,  so 
to  speak,  on  those  who  breathed  it,  by 
ennobling  them.  But,  alas !  I  have  not 
found  anything  of  the  kind.  I  find  that 
the  same  old  Adam  who  tempted  Eve  is 
still  on  the  Government  side  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Faibbairn.— Was  it  not  the  other 
way  about? 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  am  only  moderniz- 
ing the  old  story.  Eve  tempted  Adam  in 
the  Garden  of  Eden,  but  Adam  is  now 
tempting  Eve  in  the  political  garden.  I 
wish  to  warn  my  fellow  members  of  the 
Labour  party,  who  are  likely  to  be  opposed 
by  the  minions  of  the  wealthy  classes  at 
the  next  general  election,  not  to  allow  them- 
selves to  be  lulled  into  a  false  sense  of 
security.  The  enemy  is  on  our  track,  and 
is  loaded  with  pelf.  His  money-bags  are 
going  to  be  emptied  at  the  next  general 
election  into  the  one  exchequer.  The  two 
parties  that  have  hitherto  fought  against 
Democracy— the  one  under  the  Free  Trade 
and  the  other  under  the  Protectionist 
banner — have  at  last  got  under  the  one  um- 
brella, and  their  funds,  which  were  less 
effectively  used  than  they  will  be,  since  they 
had  to  be  spent  on  two  classes  of  candi- 
dates, are  now  being  emptied  into  a  com- 
mon tray.  I  warn  my  comrades  that  they 
must  take  care  not  to  under-estimate  the 
power  of  gold  in  the  political  arena. 

Jlr.  K  iNG  O '  M  ALLEY.  — ^Thc  workers 
cannot  be  bought. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— No;  but  the  enemy 
may  delude  them.  I  do  not  say  that  our 
opponents  can  delude  the  ladies ;  but  they 
can  render  it  impossible  for  them  to  obtain 
the  information  which  they  need  to  guide 
them  in  connexion  with  their  public  duty. 
They  can  put  before  them  all  the  lies  so 
frequently  told  about  the  attitude  of  the 
Labour  party  in  regard  to  the  marriage  tie, 
social  life,  the  domestic  circle,  and  the 
division  of  property.  At  the  last  general 
election,  some  opponents  of  the  Labour 
party  in  my  electorate  were  prepared  to  go 
to  such  lengths  in  their  efforts  to  ma£e 
converts  that  if  they  found  a  poor  man 
with  a  few  poultry  in  his  yard,  they  would 
tell  him  that  if  the  Socialists  became  the 


dominant  power,  they  would  compel  him  to 
divide  his  poultry  with  the  man  who  had 
none.  They  went  so  far  as  to  indicate 
that  Socialists  would  demand  an  equal 
divisicm  of  everything  upon  which  they 
could  lay  their  hands,  with  the  exception 
of  diildren.  They  never  said  that  there 
was  to  be  an  equal  division  of  the  children. 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown. — In  my  electcwate 
they  said  that  the  children  would  be  taken 
from  their  parents,  and  housed  in  State 
barracks. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— They  did  not  go  so 
far  as  that  in  my  electorate,  but  I  have 
indicated  some  of  the  methods  that  they 
adopted  to  delude  the  free  and  ind^ien- 

dent  elector.  It  is  necessary  for  our  men 
to  see  that  every  barrel  is  loaded,  and  that 
every  man  and  woman  who  sympathizes  with 
the  humanitarian  cause  has  a  loaded  musket 
with  a  ballot-paper  inside.  We  must  see 
that  every  qualified  person  is  able  to  use 
his  or  her  vote  at  the  next  election.  Many 
of  the  electors  have  been  left  oS  the  new 
rolls,  which  are  supposed  to  be  cc»nplete. 
In  one  divisicxi  of  my  electorate,  which 
ccHitains  only  two  hotels,  I  notice  that  there 
are  on  the  roll  five  hotel  pn^rietors.  That 
indicates  carelessness  in  c(Mnpilati<»i.  I  ad- 
mit that  there  are  always  errors,  but  there 
seems  to  have  been  less  care  used  in  the  com- 
pilation of  the  present  rolls  than  in  any 
previous  instance  within  my  knowledge.  It 
is  not  only  the  duty  of  every  elector  who 
is  on  the  roll  to  be  at  the  polls  and  to  vote 
when  the  day  comes  to  prevent  the  fusion 
party  opposite  from  injuring  the  welfare 
of  this  country,  but  it  is  necessary  for  him 
to  see  also  that  the  name  of  every  comrade 
who  is  entitled  to  a  vote  is  placed  on  the 
roll  before  polling  day,  so  that  he  may  not 
only  do  his  duty  to  his  country  by  regis- 
tering his  own  vote,  but  also  take  along 
with  him  those  whose  votes  would  other- 
wise be  lost.  I  appeal  to  the  Minister  of 
Home  Affairs,  as  a  fair-minded  man,  to 
see  if  it  is  not  possible,  in  the  interests 
of  obtaining  a  true  reflex  of  the  opinion  of 
the  people  at  the  next  election,  to  correct 
the  many  imperfecti<»is  in  the  existing 
rolls,  so  that  when  we  do  come  to  a  fight 
we  shall  have,  not  a  one-sided,  but  a  fair 
contest,  with  even  weapons.  That  the 
victory  may  go  to  those  who  are  most  de- 
serving of  it  is  the  earnest  wish  of  one  who 
loves  this,  his  adopted  country,  Australia. 

Debate  (c«i  motion  by  Mr.  Hume  Cook) 
adjourned. 
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Senate. 

Wednesday,  14  July,  igog. 

The  President  took  the  chair  at  2.30 
p.m.,  and  read  prayers, 

PAPERS. 

.Senator  MILLEN  laid  upon  the  table  the 

following  papers: — 

Invitation  to  Lord  Kitchener  to  visit  Aus- 
tralia and  reply  thereto,  &c. 

Defence  Acts  1903-1904. — Regulation  (Provi- 
sional) for  the  Military  Forces  of  the  Common- 
wealth.— New  paragraph  482(11]. — Statutory 
Rules  1909,  No.  74.  Regulation  (Provisional) 
\  for  the  Commonwealth  Military  Cadet  Corps. — ■ 
Amendment  of  Regulation  13. — Statutory  Rules 
1909,  No.  75, 

SPECIAL  ADJOURNMENT. 
No-Confidence  Motion  :  Government 
Business. 
Senator  MILLEN  (New  South  Walesr- 
Vice-President  of  the  Executive  Council) 
[2.34]. — I,  unfortunately,  am  again  under 
the  necessity  of  asking  the  Senate  to  ad- 
journ.   I  beg  to  move — 

That  the  Senate,  at  its  rising,  adjourn  until 
Wednesday  next. 

I  take  this  step  with  considerable  regret,  be- 
cause there  is  on  the  notice-paper  business 
which  undoubtedly  will  call  for  sympathetic 
and  prompt  action  on  the  part  of  honorable 
senators  when  they  are  in  a  position  to 
deal  with  it.  From  the  best  information 
which  is  available,  there  seems  to  be  little 
pros;)ect  of  the  debate  which  is  proceeding 
elsewhere  terminating  until  the  end  of  the 
week..  While  the  Senate  has  shown  by  the 
ap[)earance  of  the  benches  that  it  is  prepared 
to  deal  with  the  business  set  down,  it  is  not 
competent  for  the  Government  to  invite  it 
to  do  so.  Having  reluctantly  arrived  at  that 
conclusion,  we  necessarily  thought  it  desir- 
able to  consult,  so  far  as  we  could  without 
any  detriment  to  public  business,  the  con- 
\'enience  of  honorable  senators.  With  that 
object  in  view,  and  seeing  that  other^vise 
many  senators  would  only  be  kept  about 
Melbourne  from  day  to  day  until  it  was 
possible  to  resume  the  consideration  of 
busines.s,  I  submit  the  motion. 

Senator  McGREGOR  {South  Australia) 
[2.36]. — I  have  no  intention  of  opposing 
the  motion.  Like  the  Vice-President  of 
the  Executive  Council,  I  have  no  desire  to 
put  honorable  senators  to  any  inconvenience. 
If  we  see  our  honorable  friends  on  the  other 
side  in  full  force  once  a  week  that  will 
satisfy  the  Opposition.  We  intend,  if  we 
pos^bly  can,  to  get  their  societv  M.  least 
once  a  week,  and  consequently  I  do  not 
[42]— 2 


think  that  the  hiotion  will  receive  any 
serious  opposition.  We  hope  that  our  hon- 
orable friends  will  remain  in  good  health, 
and  be  able  to  come  back  on  Wednesday 
next. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE  (Western  Austra- 
lia) [2.37]. — Before  the  Senate  adjourns 
for  a  week,  I  should  like  the  Government, 
if  p<»sible,  to  indicate  the  matters  which 
are  likely  to  be  taken  in  hand  as  sowi  as  we 
re-assemble.  If  that  informati<»  is  sup- 
plied to-day,  hmor^^Ie  senators  will  be 
able  in  the  meantime  to  £amiUarize  them- 
selves with  the  subjects,  and  ccrnie  ^ck 
prepared  to  proceed  with  business  as  soon 
as  it  is  submitted.  If  the  Government 
will  make  a  statement  to-day,  I 
think  that  the  convenience  of  both  the 
Opposition  and  their  own  supporters  will  be 
served.  In  the  very  Icwig  programme  of 
the  Government,  one  subject  is  mentioned 
which  1  should  like  to  see  proceeded  with 
as  soon  as  possible.  I  admit  that  the  an- 
nouncement is  in  a  form  of  which  I  can 
make  sexy  little.  I  allude  to  the  very  fan- 
tastic reference  to  the  unemployed  ques- 
tion. I  urge  the  Government,  if  they  can 
see  their  way,  to  move  in  the  matter, 
because  it  is  quite  evident  that  the  unem- 
ployed question  is  becc«ning  more  aggra- 
vated every  day,  and  that  some  step  ought 
to  be  taken  promptly  to  remedy,  so  far  as 
Australia  is  concerned,  what  is  an  ever-pre- 
sent curse  in  every  country.  If  the  Govern- 
ment intend  to  propose  a  remedy,  we  ought 
to  be  told  to-day  what  it  is,  and  afforded  an 
early  opportunity  of  lessening  the  evil. 

Senator  Dobson. — Compulsory  insur- 
ance is  the  only  remedy,  I  think. 

The  PRESIDENT.— Order  !  It  is  not 
in  order  to  discuss  suggested  remedies  for 
the  evil  of  unemployment. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— 1  think  I  can 
promise  the  Government  that  the  Opposition 
will  render  any  assistance  they  can  to  get 
legislation  on  the  subject  passed  as  soon  as 
possible.  I  can  also  promise  the  Govern- 
ment that  the  loafer  in  the  community  will 
receive  no  consideration  at  our  hands.  We 
are  all  anxious  to  assist  the  genuine  unem- 
ployed, but,  so  far  the  loafer  on  society 
is  concerned,  the  Govei.:ment  need  not  fear 
that  any  effort  will  be  put  forth  on  this  side 
for  his  benefit.  I  am  unable  to  grasp  just 
what  is  intended  by  the  Government's  pro- 
posal, and  I  know  that  the  question  is  a 
difficult  one  to  deal  with. 

The  PRESIDENT.— I  point  out  that 
the  honorable  senates'  will  not  be  in  cffder 
in  debating  the  matter,  nor  would  tVe^Minis* 
ter  bo  in  order  in  replying  to  hinA 
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Senator  DE  LARGIE.— I  wish  only  to 
say  tliat  bo^use  of  the  difficulty  of  the  ques* 
tkm  it  is  well  that  any  measure  proposed 
bv  the  Govenunent  to  deal  with  it  should 
be  submitted  to  hcmorable  senators  at  the 
earliest  opportunity.  I  hope  that  the  Go- 
vernment will  see  their  way  to  place  this 
amongst  the  first  of  the  matters  which  we 
shall  be  catted  upon  to  consider  wtien  we 
meet  again. 

Senator  SAYERS  (Queensland)  [2.42].— 
I  do  not  like  the  motion  submitted  by  the 
Vice-President  of  the  Executive  Council. 
We  should  come  here  to  work,  or  stop  away 
and  play.  After  s<Mne  of  us  have  travelled 
hundreds  of  miles  to  attend  here  to-da\ . 
the  Govemnient  tell  us  that  we  should  ad- 
1ourn  until  next  Wednesday.  From  what 
I  know  of  the  proceedings  elsewhere, 
where  one  honorable  memlier  occupied  two 
days  in  making  a  speech,  there  is  no  pos- 
sible hope  that  we  shall  be  able  to  go  on 
with  business  next  Wednesday.  I  think 
that  the  Government  should  consider  the 
convenience  of  honorable  senators  sitting 
behind  them  as  well  as  that  of  honorable 
senators  opposite,  and  propose  an  adjourn- 
ment for  a  fortnight. 

Senator  Givens. — Any  shorter  adjourn- 
ment would  be  of  no  use. 

Senator  SAYERS.— That  is  so.  It  is 
unreasonable  of  the  Government  to  ask  hon- 
orable senators  to  travel  for  four  davs  in 
order  to  spend  two  davs  at  their  homes. 
Some  honorable  senatOTS  who  are  not  pre- 
sent to-dav  could  much  more  easily  have 
attended  than  some  who  are  here.  I.  for 
one,  object  to  this  mode  of  carr^'ing  on  busi- 
ness. Honorable  senators  opposite  cheer 
that  statement,  but  I  speak  my  mind,  t 
do  not  care  on  which  side  I  sit.  T  am  rot 
bound  bv  a  caucus  or  by  any  party,  Tf  f-c 
Government  will  not  consider  the  ronveni- 
enre  of  honorable  senators  who  are  put  to 
considerable  trouble  to  attend  the  Serati* 
they  must  find  some  one  else  to  support 
them.  I  am  not  going  to  be  dm  used  here 
for  five  minutes,  and  then  told,  "  Yhm  rr-^ 
i^o  awav  no\v,  and  in  four  or  five  da\s'  tifi'-p 
you  can  come  again."  Tt  is  well  known 
that  another  place  will  not  have  disposed 
of  the  motion  being  discussed  there  di'ri"" 
the  week,  and  we  ought  not  to  be  brought 
he-(»  ai'-in  next  Wednesday.  The  ffar- 
sard  staff  and  other  i^Rcials  will  have  to 
be  in  attendance,  the  country  will  be  put 
to  the  expense,  and  we  shall  again  have  to 
adjourn  without  doing  any  business.  I 
hope  that  the  Gox'emment  will  see  their  way 


to  |»-r^x>se  that  the  Senate  adjourn  mitil  a 
date  later  than  next  Wednesday. 
Senator  Guthrie. — Until  Christmas. 

Senator  SAYERS. — I  am  sure  that  some 
tionorable  senators  who  interject  desire  that 
no  ilnisiness  at  all  should  be  done  this  ses- 
sion. I  am  not  with  them  in  that.  I  think 
that  the  Government  should  let  the  coantr\- 
see  that  the  people  who  are  **  stone-wall- 
ing ' '  and  Instructing  bus:ness  now  are 
causing  delav  in  the  transaction  of  pul)iic 
business,  not  merely  in  another  place,  but 
ill  the  Senate  also. 

Senator  Tuhley. — Is  the  honorable  .sena- 
tor referring  to  Mr.  Reid,  who  is  now  spell- 
ing in  another  place? 

Senator  SAYERS.— I  am  referring  v> 
Senator  Turley,  for  one.  I  do  not  care  to 
move  an  amendment  on  the  motion,  but  if 
an  amendment  is  submitted  for  an  adjourn- 
ment for  a  fortnight,  I  shall  support  it. 

Senator  GIVEXS  (Queensland)  [3-45]-- 
I  intend  to  oppose  the  pn^xned  adjourn- 
ment I  have  always  opposed  motions  f«r 
the  adjournment  of  the  Senate  when  there 
has  been  business  to  be  done.  The  Senate 
has,  times  out  of  number,  been  asked  to  ad- 
journ when  there  lias  been  plenty  of  Iwa- 
ness  for  us  to  go  on  with.  I  do  not  (hinl 
that  we  shoukl  take  any  notice  of  uhat 
occurs  in  another  place.  We  liave  no  offi- 
cial knowledge  of  it,  and  so  long  as  there 
is  business  to  lie  done,  and  the  Sin;Ue  h-  s 
an  opportunitv  to  do  it,  we  should  be  al- 
lowed to  do  it.  no  matter  whether  the 
Goi-emment  be  in  danger  or  not.  What 
are  the  facts  in  the  present  case?  ^onca'- 
able  senators  will  remember  that  as  Ionic 
ago  as  April  last  there  was  a  clamour  h* 
the  party  represented  bv  iKMiorable  senators 
opposite  to  call  Parliament  together  in 
April,  because  pressing  public  business  r^ 
quired  to  be  done.  It  was  said  that  it 
necessarv  that  Australia  should  show  hef 
loyalty  to  the  Mother  Country  by  presentiaj 
a  Dreadnoji^ht  to  Great  Britain,  and  diit 
Parliament  should  be  called  t<^ether  to 
deal  with  that  proposal.  In  response  to 
the  clamour.  Parliament  was  called  to- 
gether on  the  26th  May  instead  of  at  die 
end  of  June,  as  in  the  usual  course.  What 
happened  as  soon  as  Parliament  met?  In* 
stead  of  trving  to  proceed  with  thecountn  * 
business  about  which  there  had  been  » 
much  clamour,  it  at  once  became  evideol 
that  the  only  thing  the  then  Oppositicfl 
were  after  was  an  opportunitv.  at  anv  cost 
and  at  anv  sacrifice,  tp^clamber  «»  to  the 
Treasury  bencfe^feedbydOOgle 
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Senator  Turley. — The  honorable  senator 
does  not  think  that  the  clamour  was  for  an 
opportunity  to  transact  public  business. 

Senator  GIVEXS.-  I  was  never  deceived 
in  that  way  for  a  moment.  In  spite  of  the 
clamour  about  the  urgent  need  for  carr\-ing 
on  the  busniess  of  the  countrv,  the 
new  party  having  succeeded  in  their  main 
object,  which  was  to  get  on  to  the  Trea- 
sury benches,  immediately  asked  both 
Houses  to  adjourn  for  three  weeks.  The 
Houses  adjourned  accordinf;lv.  because  the 
fusicHi  party  had  for  the  time  being  a  suffi- 
cient majoritj'  to  carry  the  propc»al.  The 
business  of  the  countr\'  was  allowed  to  take 
care  of  itself  as  best  it  could.  There  was» 
no  urRency  at  all  about  it  then.  When  Par- 
liament met  a^ain  a  motion  of  want  of  con- 
fidence in  the  Government  was  moved  in 
another  place,  but  I  submit  that  that  has 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  Senate.  We 
are  not  interested  in  the  squabbles  between 
parties  in  another  place.  Honorable  sena- 
tors laugh,  but  I  ask  what  has  the  Senate 
to  do  with  what  takes  place  in  another 
pliace? 

Senator  Millen. — Did  not  the  honor- 
able senator  help  to  frame  the  motion  which 
was  launched  there? 

Senator  GIVEXS.  —  It  is  one  of  the 
simplest  of  motions,  and  no  help  was  re- 
quired to  frame  it.  At  any  rate,  the  pro- 
ceedings in  another  place  have  never  come 
oflfcialTy  before  the  Senate,  and  I  there- 
fore say  that  the  S«iate,  representing  the 
States  of  the  Commonwealtlu  should  pro* 
ceed  with  the  business  of  the  country,  if  any 
rei^uires  to  be  done.  That  there  is  business 
should  be  proi-ed  conclusively  by  the  fact 
that  honorable  senators  opposite  clamoured 
for  three  or  four  months  to  have  Parlia- 
ment called  together  earlier  than  usual  in 
order  to  proceed  with  it.  Now  that  we  are 
here  the  Government  will  not  permit  us 
to  do  that  business.  With  Senator  Sayers, 
I  enter  my  protest  against  the  manner  in 
which  these  matters  are  arranged  here. 
If  I  desire  to  return  to  the  State  I  repre- 
sent, a  week's  adjournment  is  absolutely 
useless  to  me.  Such  an  adjournment  is, 
of  course,  useful  to  honorable  senators  who 
reside  around  Melbourne,  but  1  ask  why 
tlwir  convenience  shot^d  be  continually 
studied,  when  we  know  that  they  are 
placefi  at  a  great  advantage  as  compared 
with  honorable  senators  who  represent  dis- 
tant States.  For  these  reascms  I  am  op- 
posed to  the  adjournment  proposed  by  the 
Vice-President  of  the  Executive  Council. 
I  bold  that,  so  long  as  we  hove  business 


to  transact,  the  Senate  should  proceed  with 
its  connderation,  irrespective  <rf  what  may 
be  taking  place  elsewhere.  The  GOTem- 
ment  st^ld  proceed  with  the  oxisidNa- 
tion  of  business  upon  the  nodoe-paper, 
which  is  of  a  noi-party  character.  There 
are  docens  of  measures  awaiting  our  at- 
tention— measures  which  ought  to  be  pro- 
ceeded with  by  any  Government  which  may 
be  in  oflSce.  For  instance,  there  is  the 
Navigation  Bill,  which  is  not  a  party 
measure,  and  the  consideration  of  which  is 
likely  to  occupy  a  whole  session.  Why 
should  we  not  proceed  with  that  measure 
to-day?  It  has  absolutely  nothing  to  do 
with  any  party  squabble,  or  with  the  de- 
position of  any  Ministry,  and  it  has  already 
been  before  the  Senate  for  the  major  part 
of  a  session.  It  is  «  very  lon^  and  im- 
portant  Bill,  and  one  that  will  require 
careful  consideration  at  our  hands. 

Senator  McGregob. — Does  the  honor- 
able member  think  that  the  Government  in- 
tend to  pass  that  measure? 

Senator  GIVENS.— I  do  not  know. 
But  I  do  know  that  it  is  a  Bill  which 
ought  to  be  passed,  that  it  is  a  non-party 
measure,  and  one  which  will  have  to  be 
proweded  with  by  any  Government  wfaidi 
may  be  in  power.  Then  there  is  the  Old- 
age  Pensions  Bill — why  cannot  that  be 
proceeded  with?  I  repeat  that  the  Senate 
should  ignore  what  is  talcing  place  else- 
where, and  confiixJ  its  attentioo  to  the 
business  of  the  country  whidi  honorable 
senators  were  elected  to  perfOTm. 

Senator  PUL9F0RD  (New  South 
Wales)  [2.52]. — I  have  the  greatest  sym- 
pathy with  the  attitude  taken  up  by  Sena- 
tor S^iyers.  I  feel  that  at  the  present 
time  the  whole  of  our  parliamentary  in- 
stitutions are  under,  I  might  almost  say, 
censure  by  the  people  of  Australia.  The 
utter  futility  of  our  proceedings  is  making 
us  a  laughing- stock.  But  who  are  the  per- 
sons res;ionsihIe  for  this  condition  of  nft.iirs? 
There  can  be  only  one  reply  to  that  ques- 
tion, and  the  public  know  very  well  what  it 
is.  If  any  good  would  result  from  my  action, 
I  would  more  an  amendment  upon  the  mo- 
tion which  has  been  sutmitted,  in  favour 
of  the  Senate  meeting  again  to-morrow.  But 
I  recognise  that  the  proposal  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  adjourn  imtil  Wednesday  Mtt 
has  been  forced  upon  them  by  the  neces^- 
ties  of  the  occasion — by  the  consequenoes 
which  flow  from  the  action  of  the  Oppori- 
ti<m  in  another  Chamber. 

Senator  GtrrH^^^^pGoOgle 
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Senator  PULSFORD.— There  can  be 
no  question  about  that.  It  is  idle  for 
Senator  Givens  to  read  a  list  of  the  Bills 
whidi  figure  upon  the  business-paper,  and 
to  tell  us  that  we  have  this  and  that 
to  da  He  knows  perfectly  well  that  no 
Government  ever  yet  proceeded  with  public 
business  whilst  a  debate  upon  a  motum  of 
censure  was  in  progress. 

Senator  Guthrie. — ^We  did  it  last  week. 
Senator  PULSFORD.— 1  beg  the  hon- 
orable senator's   pardon.     We  did  not. 
Last  week  there  was  a  motion  before  this 
Chamber  which,  to  a  very  large  extent, 
was  upon  all-fours  with  the  no-confidcxice 
motion  which  Is  being  debated  in  another 
place,  and  the  Government  thought  it  would 
be  a  courteous  act  to  the  Opposition  here, 
to  afford  its  members  an  opportunity  of 
speaking  their  minds.    But  how  were  they 
rewarded  for  their  courtesy  ?     By  a  count 
out.    I  was  a  party  to  that  count  out,  in- 
asmuch as  I  left  the  chamber  and  designedly 
remained  absent  frcm  it.    The  members  oif 
the  Oppc»iti(Hi  dug  a  pit  for  themselves, 
and  fell  into  it.    I  wish  them  joy  in  their 
habitation  of  that  pit.    I  do  not  see  that 
we  can  do  other  than  agree  to  the  motion  of 
the  Vice-President  of  the  Encutive  Coundl, 
in  favour  of  adjourning  until  next  week. 
When  we  re-assemble  we  may  reasonablv  ex- 
pect that  the  debate  upon  the  no-confidence 
motion  in  another  chamber  will  have  ter- 
minated.   If  I  vfere  certain  that  the  motion 
would  not  then  be  disposed,  I  would  sup- 
port the  suggestion  of  Senator  Sayers  that 
the  Senate   should  adjourn   for  a  fort- 
night.     But  I  think  we  may  reasonably 
expect  that  the  debate  in  another  chamber 
will  have  terminated  by  Wednesday  next. 
If  it  has  not,  the  greater  will  be  the  dis- 
grace attaching  to  those  who  have  held  up 
the  business  of  the  country  for  such  a  pro- 
longed period.    If  the  Senate  re-assembles 
next  Wednesday,  and  is  not  then  in  a  posi- 
tion to  go  on    with   public   business,  we 
shall  at  least  have  entered  one  more  pro- 
test against  proceedings  which  are  disgrac- 
ing the  parliamentary  institutions  of  Aus- 
tralia- 
Senator  NEEDHAM  (Western  Austra- 
lia) [2.57]-— I  i>h.-\U  certainly  oppose  this 
motion.    I  cannot  see  any  necessity  for  the 
Senate  adjourning  for  a  week.    Only  a 
few  days  ago  the  Vice-President  of  the 
Executive  C^mcil  read  a  Ministerial  state- 
ment to  the  Senate — a  sort  of  seo(Hid  Go- 
vernor-General's   speech — in   which  were 
outlined  a  list  of  measures  which  the  Go- 
Ternn-.ent    have   promised    to  introduce. 


These  were  grouped  tmder  three  headings, 
viz.,  Industrial,  Defence,  and  Finance.  We 
discussed  the  pros  and  cons  of  the  ques- 
tion for  a  few  days,  and  then  simply,  be- 
cause his  onn  supporters  would  not  ronab 

in  the  diamber  and  keep  a  quorum  

Senator  Guthrie. — The  Vice-Presidwit 
of  the  £xecuti\'e  Council  was  absent  him- 
self. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— Simply  because 
he  and  his  own  supporters  would  not  keep 
a  quorum  the  discussion  ceased  ? 

Senator  Millen. — T  got  tired  of  looking 
at  honorable  members  opposite. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.—It  in  quite  pos- 
sible that  members  of  the  Oppositim  got 
tired  of  looking  at  the  empty  promises  con- 
tained in  the  Ministerial  statemmt  of 
policy.  There  is  one  paragraph  in  that 
statement  to  which  I  should  like  to  refer. 

Senator  Millen. — Does  the  honorable 
senator  think  that  this  is  the  time  to  dis- 
cuss that  statement  ?  He  had  his  chance 
last  week,  and  would  not  take  advantage 
of  it. 

Senator  NEEDHAM. — I  understand 
that  Senator  Millen  is  the  Leader  of  the 
Senate,  and  not  its  President.  If  I  am 
out  of  order  I  am  sure  that  you,  sx,  will 
intervene.  But  until  you  calf  me  to  order 
I  intend  to  discuss  this  questirai  in  my  ovn 
way.  One  paragraph  in  the  Ministerial 
statement  refers  to  a  Bill  relating  to  Com 
pensation  to  Seamen.  I  remember  that 
last  session  the  present  Minister  of  Trade 
and  Customs  promised  Senator  Guthrie 
that  that  Bill  would  be  introduced  as  a 
necessary  corollary  to  the  Navigation  Bill. 

Senator  Sir  Robeei  Best. — So  it  was. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— Then  why  not 
proceed  with  its  oHisideration  7 

Senator  Sir  Robert  Best. — Give  as  » 
chance. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— We  are  not  pre- 
venting the  Govemrr.ent  from  proceeding 
with  the  consideration  of  that  measure- 
But  they  wish  to  adjourn.  There  is  no 
honorable  member  on  this  side  of  the  Senate 
who  desires  an  adjournment. 

Senator  Mulcahy. — What  about  the 
statement  made  by  the  Leader  of  the  Op- 
position just  now. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.  —  My  leader 
merely  declared  that  he  would  not  oppose 
the  adjournment  proposed.  That  does  not 
necessarily  mean  that  he  desires  to  suspend 
the  business  of  the  Chamber.  The  Navi- 
gation Bill  was  accidentally  placed  upon  the 
business.paper,a^^da^^^^^«^and  there 
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is  no  reason  why  the  consideratitxi  of  that 
measure  and  of  the  Seamen's  Compensation 
Bill  should  not  be  proceeded  with  inde- 
pendently of  yvhaM  may  be  transpiring  in 
another  place. 

Senator  Pulsforp. — It  is  the  navigati<Mi 
of  the  Labour  party  that  is  the  cause  of 
the  trouble. 

Senator  McGregor. — Senator  Pulsford 
is  jealous  because  Mr.  Webster  has  spoken 
longer  than  he  did. 

Senator  XEEDHAM. — Accusations  haw 
been  maoe  against  the  party  to  which  I  be- 
long of  having  been  guilty  of  blocking  pub- 
lic business. 

Senator  Walker. — Perfectly  true. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— It  is  an  absolute 
f  3 1  schood 

The  PRESIDENT.— Order  !  The  hon- 
orable senator  must  not  make  use  of  such 
a  remark. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— But  Senator 
Walker  said  it  was  "  perfectly  true  "  that 
the  party  to  which  I  belong  had  been  guilty 
of  blocking  public  business. 

The  PRESIDENT.— It  is  very  wrong 
for  an  honorable  senator  to  state  that  what 
another  honorable  senator  has  uttered  is 
false.  Of  course,  the  honorable  senator 
may,  if  he  considers  that  Senator  Walker's 
statement  was  not  correct,  say  so  if  he 
chooses. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— Senator  Walker 
said  that  it  was  "  perfectly  true  "  that  the 
Labour  people  were  guilty  of  blocking  busi- 
ness. I  did  not  say  that  his  statement  was 
an  absolute  falsehood,  but  that  the  accusa- 
tion against  the  Labour  party  was  absolu- 
tely false. 

The  PRESIDENT.— That  is  only  a 
quibble.  If  an  honorable  senator  makes  a 
statement,  and  is  told  that  that  statement  is 
a  falsehood,  it  is  equivalent  to  telling  hir# 
thai  he  has  told  a  falsehood.  I  have  al- 
ready told  Senator  Needham  that  it  would 
be  in  order  for  him  to  characterize  the 
statement  as  incorrect  if  he  chooses. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.—l  had  no  inten- 
tion  of  saying  that  the  statement  of  Senator 
Walker  was  an  absolute  falsehood.  1 
merely  said  that  a  stat^ent  which  he  said 
was  true  was  absolutely  false. 

The  PRESIDENT.— The  honorable 
senator  made  a  statement  which  Senator 
Walker  said  was  perfectly  true.  Then  the 
honorable  senator  said  "  It  is  a  falsehood." 
Such  a  term  must  not  be  applied  to  a  state- 
ment made  by  an  honorable  senator  in  this 
chamber.  The  honorable  senator  must  with- 
draw the  word  "  falsehood." 


Senator  NEEDHAM.— But,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent  

The  PRESIDENT.— I  am  not  going  to 
argue  the  matter,  I  have  ibeen  compelled  to 
rise  several  times  with  regard  to  it  already. 
I  have  arrived  at  a  dedsicMif  and  must  ask 
Senator  Needham  to  accept  it. 

SenatOT  NEEDHAM.— Will  you  not  ac- 
cept my  statement,  as  a  member  of  this 
Senate,  that  I  did  not  aocuse  Senator 
Walker  of  uttering  a  falsehood? 

The  PRESIDENT.— I  accept  the  hon- 
orable senator's  disclaimer  that  he  did  not 
mean  to  apply  the  wOTd  "falsdwod"  to 
Senate  Walko*.  I  aa^  the  honorable 
senator,  however,  to  accept  the  ruling  of 
the  Chair,  and  withdraw  the  expressicHi 
which  be  has  xised. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— I  have  no  desire 
to  run  counter  to  your  ruling  in  any  way. 
I  ask  that  Senator  Walker  shall  be  com- 
pelled to  withdraw  the  statement  that  the 
charge  against  the  Labour  party  was  true. 

The  PRESIDENT.— I  have  asked  the 
honorable  senator  to  withdraw  a  word  used 
by  him.  It  should  have  been  withdrawn 
at  once.  There  must  be  sCMne  authority 
in  the  Senate,  and  that  authority  must  be 
obeved. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.~-I  recognise  that 
authority,  sir,  and  am  always  prepared  to 
bow  to  it.  I  simply  say  that  Senator 
Walker's  statement  was  not  correct. 

The  PRESIDENT.— Is  the  honorable 
senator  going  to  withdraw  the  expression 
that  Senator  Walkw's  statement  was  false? 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— I  withdraw  the 
word  '*  falsehood,"  and  substitute  "  abso- 
lutely incOTrect."  And  now,  sir,  will  you 
kindlv  ask  Senator  Walker  to  withdraw  the 
statement  that  it  was  ^'  perfectly  true  "  that 
the  Labour  party  was  guilty  of  blocking 
public  business  ? 

The  PRESIDENT. —  When  Senator 
Needham  made  a  certain  stateinent,  SenatOT 
Walker  used  an  c^rvation  which  did  not 
seem  to  me  to  be  of  an  offwsive  character. 

Senator  de  Largie.— Surely,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, if  any  honorable  senator  con^ders  that 
a  statement  made  by  another  honwable 
senator  is  offensive  and  objectionable,  that 
is  sufficient  ground  for  asking  for  the  state- 
ment to  be  withdrawn.  Senator  Needham 
has  taken  exception  to  a  statement  made  by 
Senator  Walker,  and  that  is  surely  suffi- 
cient ground  for  asking  for  the  withdrawal 
of  it.    I  ask  for  your  ruling  on  that  point. 

SenatOT  Pulsford. — If  ^ruling, such  as 
Senator  de  LarptPigislaj  ifptJ^^^m,  its 
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effect  might  be  to  terminate  all  free  discus- 
sion in  the  Senate,  and  all  expression  of 
opi[U<Hi  containing  anything  detrimental  to 
the  opinions  uttered  by  other  honwable 
senators.  I  submit  that  the  position  taken 
bv  Senator  de  i.argie  is  utterly  untenable. 

'  The  PRESIDENT.— If  Senator  de 
LftTgie  desires  an  expression  of  opinion 
fxoBi  the  Chair  with  regard  to  into'jections, 
I  have  to  say  that  they  are  all  disorderly, 
and  ^ould  not  be  ii^ulged  in.  But  if  I 
were  to  rule  that  every  honorable  senator 
who  makes  an  interjection  has  trans- 
gressed, I  should,  have  to  apply 
that  rulingr  not  to  one  honorable  senator, 
but  to  thirty-five.  Such  interjections  as 
Senator  Walker  made  have  been  frequently 
used  in  the  Senate,  without  exception  being 
taken  to  them.  I  can  only  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  e»:eption  would  not  have  been 
taken  to  SenatOT  Walker's  remark  on  the 
present  occasion,  had  it  not  been  that  I  had 
to  insist  upon  the  withdrawal  of  a  word 
which  was  disorderly. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— Before  L  was  in- 
terrupted by  the  interjection  of  my  honor- 
able and  genial  friend.  Senator  Walker,  I 
was  pointing  out  that  the  Labour  party  in 
the  Senate  was  not  in  any  way  responsible 
for  the  blodcing  of  business;  and  I  was 
about  to  refer  to  the  fact  that  two  honorable 
senators  who  occupy  seats  on  the  Ministerial 
side  of  the  Chamber  have  between  them 
occupied  six  hours,  by  their  speeches.  Fur- 
thermore, I  wish  to  pcMDt  out  that  fourteen 
or  fifteen  hcMX)rable  senators  who  sit  on  the 
Government  side  spoke  in  the  debate  that 
closed  last  week,  whilst  only  eleven  mem- 
bers of  the  Labour  party  spoke. 

The  PRESIDENT.— The  question  now 
before  the  Chamber  relates  to  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  Senate  for  a  certain  period. 
It  is  not  in  order  to  enter  into  a  general  dis- 
cussion as  to  who  have  blocked  or  facili- 
tated business.  It  will  be  perfectly  in  ordtT 
to  give  reasons  for  or  against  the'  adoption 
of  the  motion.  It  will  be  in  order  to  point 
out,  as  has  already  been  done,  that  there 
is  public  business  that  should  be  taken  up 
at  once.  But  the  question  as  to  what  party 
has  occupied  roost  time  in  relation  to  busi- 
ness that  is  not  now  befwe  the  Senate  is 
not  a  subject  that  can  be  discussed  at  the 
present  stage. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— I  was  following 
Senator  Pulsford's  line  of  argument,  when 
he  accused  us  of  blocking  the  business  of 
the  country.  But  it  appears  that,  no  mat- 
ter how  I  proceed,  there  is  a  danger  of  my 


Cfmnng  ii^  coIlisioQ  with  your  acvAadtf.  1 
will  eodeivour  to  confnfe  myself  to  the  aad 
terms  of  the  motion.  The  Vice-  PresideDt  of 
the  Executive  Council  sWted  that,  owing  to 
a  certain  position  in  another  place,  we  id 
the  Senate  could  not  proceed  with  bustoess. 
But  I  fail  to  see  wlw,  because  a  cKffeienoe 
of  opinion  exists  in  another  branch  of  the 
Legislature,  and  because  a  member  of  that 
Chamber  who  supports  the  present  Ministry 
is  to-day  prolonging  the  debate  there,  «e 
should  quietly  refuse  to  go  on  with  the  bua- 
neas  of  the  country.  I  see  no  reason  why 
we  should  not  at  once  enter  upon  the 
discussion  of  the  NavigatKXi  Bill. 
A  day  or  two  ago  1  gave  notice  of  a  motion 
to  alter  the  days  of  sitting,  because  I  con- 
sidered that  if  we  continued  to  sit  co 
Wednesday.  Thursday,  and  Friday  only, 
we  would  not  have  suffident  time  in  which 
to  deal  with  the  business  before  the  Senate. 
The  passing  of  the  Navigation  Bill,  for  in- 
stance, is  aw  aited  by  tte  people  of  Aus- 
tralia, particularly  by  those  who  are  en* 
gaged  on  coastal  vessels.  It  is  a  con- 
troversial measure,  and  last  year  it  took  the 
Senate  about  seven  weeks  to  dispose  of 
eighteen  clauses,  leaving  some  400  clauses 
to  be  dealt  with. 

Senator  Satebs.— There  is  no  hope  of 
the  Bill  being  passed  this  year. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— As  it  is  agreed 
on  each  side  of  the  Senate  that  it  is  not  a 
party  measrrre,  why  should  not  its  con- 
sideration be  proceeded  "(rith  at  once?  I 
see  no  reason  why  we  should  not  deal  at 
once  with  that  item  of  Govemmeot  busi- 
ness. I  repeat  that  the  Labour  Opposi- 
tion, either  in  the  Senate  or  in  the  other 
House,  are  not  responsible  for  the  block- 
ing of  public  business.  I  shall  certainly 
oppose  the  motion. 

•  Senator  GUTHRIE  (South  Australia) 
[3-ii]- — I  regret  that  the  Minister  has  seen 
fit  to  submit  the  motion.  I  agree  witf> 
Senator  Sajers  that  at  very  considerable 
inconvenience,  manv  hmorable  senators 
have  travelled  hundreds  of  miles  merely 
to  he  asked  to  adjourn  the  Senate.  Surely 
Ministers  could  have  foreseen  on  Fridav 
last  whether  it  would  be  necessary  for  the 
Senate  to  meet  to-dav  or  not.  The  Go- 
vernment assisted  the  Opposition  in  getting 
the  debate  on  the  Ministerial  statement  out 
of  the  way .  The  notice- pa  per  includes 
some  matters  which  do  not  involve  party 
issues  at  all.  The  Navigation  Bill,  for  in- 
stance, is  not  a  party  measure.  Il  was  in- 
cluded in  the  policv  of^  the  Labour  partv 
and  the  late  E^B^^vStf^^Qgli/^  and  the 
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present  Deakin  Governnffint  have  an- 
noimced  their  intention  to  ask  the  Senate  to 

Tesnme  its  consideration  at  the  point  where 
It  was  dropped  last  session.  Why  should 
ive  not  go  on  with  the  consideration  of  the 
measure  to-dav  ?  Unless  this  Bill  of  470 
<:Iauses  is  deah  with  by  both  Houses  this 
session  it  will  lapse,  and  its  consideration 
will  have  to  be  begun  afresh  in  Hie  next 
Parliament.  Is  that  the  intention  of  the 
<jovernment  in  submitting  this  motion  for 
adjournment?  Again,  take  the  Seamen's 
Compensation  Bill.  Every  dvilized  ooun- 
trv  in  the  world,  emspt  Australia,  has  a 
Seamen's  Compensation  Act.  In  1906  the 
Imperial  Parliament  passed  such  a 
measure.  Eut  in  Australia  any  seaman 
-who  meets  with  an  injury  has  absolutely 
no  claim  for  compensatiwi.  Although  in 
this  regard  we  are  in  a  worse  position  than 
any  other  civilized  country,  yet  the  Go- 
A-ernment  have  declared  that  there  is  no 
reason  for  the  Senate  to  hasten  the  consid- 
eration of  Govemn»ent  business. 

Senator  Millen. — They  did  not  say  any- 
thing of  the  kind. 

Senator  GUTHRIE.— Virtually  that  is 
what  they  said  when  they  invited  the  Sen- 
ate to-day  to  postpone  by  one  week  the  date 
for  asking  lea,ve  to  introduce  a  Seamen's 
Compensation  Bill. 

Senator  Savers. — Go,  and  let  them  get 
a  division  in  the  other  House,  and  then  we 
will  get  on  with  all  this  business. 

Senator  GUTHRIE.— What  have  we  to 
,  do  with  the  other  House? 

Senator  Savers. — Oh,  a  lot. 

Senator  GUTHRIE.— In  his  speech  to- 
day, the  honorable  senator  said  that  we 
ought  not  to  wait  for  the  other  House  to 
dispose  of  the  no-confidence  motion,  but 
should  go  on  with  our  own  business.  If 
there  has  been  any  delay  in  considering  the 
Ministerial  statement,  it  has  not  been  due 
to  honorable  senators  on  this  side.  By  whom 

'  was  the  whole  of  last  week  taken  up  here  ? 
Not  by  a  single  senator  on  this  side?  If 
the  Government  desire  the  Senate  to  ad- 
journ over  to-day,  I  have  no  objection,  but 
let  us  meet  to-morrow,  and  go  on  with  the 

"  business  of  the  country. 

Senator  HENDERSON  (Western  Aus- 
tralia) [3.18]. — I  feel  dispcsed  to  oppose 
the  motion,  because  I  am  satisfied  that  hon- 
orable  senatOTs  on  this  ade  have  done  all 
they  possibly  could  to  hasten  the  progress 
of  Go\*rnmerst  business. 

Senator  Mulcahy. — The  honorable  s«ia- 
tor  says  that  without  a  blush. 


Senator  HENDERSON.— I  do,  and  1 
see  no  reason  for  a  display  of  hilarity  by 
honorable  senators  on  the  Government 
benches.  I  think  that  they  must  recognise 
the  absolute  candour  of  my  remarks,  and 
also  the  truth  of  them.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  it  was  the  determination  of  the  Op- 
position not  to  permit  Government  sup- 
porters to  "  stone-wall  "  the  Ministena! 
statement  which  cleared  the  wa^  for  the  con- 
sideration of  Government  buaness. 

Senator  Turley. — Not  one  member  of 
the  Opposition  spoke  on  that  day. 

Senator  HENDERSON.— No.  The  re- 
cords of  the  Senate  prove  that  the  members 
of  the  Opposition  did  no  more  than  their 
barest  duty.  They  called  the  attention  of 
the  Go\emment  

Senator  Millen. — To  the  absence  of 
their  colleagues. 

Senator  HENDERSON.— To  a  certain 
statement  which  had  been  made  to  the 
Senate.  They  certainly  had  the  right  to 
criticise  certain  features  of  that  statement, 
but  immediately  the  duty  had  been  dis- 
charged the  Government  supporters  pre- 
sented the  spectacle  of  a  combined  force  to 
carry  on  a  perpetual  excuse  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  dawdle,  and  then  we  on  this  side 
determined  to  stop  the  mojiths  of  Govern- 
ment supporters  by  counting  out  the  Senate. 

Senator  Savers. — But  the  htmoraWe 
senator  is  not  serious. 

Senator  HENDERSON.— I  am  not 
only  serious,  but  stating  an  absolute  fact. 
The  honwable  senatcn-  knows  that  what  I 
am  saying  took  place,  so  that  no  question 
as  to  my  sincerity  can  possibly  be  raised. 
We  ought  to  proceed  with  the  ccHisideraticxi 
of  Government  buidness,  but  net  for  the 
reason  which  has  been  advanced  by  some  of 
my  colleagues.  They  ha\'e  stated  that  the 
question  of  unemployment  is  not  a  party 
matter,  and  that,  therefore,  it  could  be 
dealt  with  by  the  Senate  at  once.  In  my 
opinion  it  is  one  of  the  most  vital  party 
matters  which  could  be  brought  forw^ard, 
and,  therefore,  it  ought  to  be  submitted 
by  the  Government,  and  dealt  with  al  a 
Government  measure.  The  same  remark  ap- 
'  plies  to  tKe  two  measures  mentioned  by  Sen- 
ator Gutfirie.  If  he  can  satisfy  himself  that 
these  have  no  party  significance  I  cannot, 
though  I  wish  T  could.  In  fact,  evety 
line,  indeed  every  word,  of  the  Ministerial 
programme  bristles  with  party  antagonism 
and  party  ingenuity. 

The  PRESIDENT.— Older  !  I  ask  the 
honorable  senatftEiSaz|W!^w^«tft(B@i<he  pro- 
poses to  cmnetit  his  present  lemrka  w' 
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the  motion  that  the  Senate  at  its  rising 
adjourn  until  Wednesday  next.  Surely  he 
must  recognise  that  his  recent  remarks  are 
not  relevant  to  that  question ! 

Senator  HENDERSON.— I  was  trying 
to  point  out  that  the  strong  party  com- 
plexion of  the  measures  I  menticned  affords 
the  best  reason  why  the  Government  oi^ht 
to  ask  the  Senate  to  proceed  at  c»ice  with 
their  consideration.  I  shall  oppose  the 
motion. 

Senator  STEWART  (Queensland)  [3.22]. 
— It  is  becOTiing  painfuUv  evident  to  me 
that  the  Government  as  represented 
here  has  already  accomplished  the 
<mly  business  which  it  desires  to  do 
during  the  session.  That  is  a  most 
unfommate  positicxi,  and  one  which 
tends,  I  have  no  doubt,  to  degrade  Par- 
liament in  the  eyes  of  the  public.  us 
look  at  the  positi<Hi.  Parliamoit  assembled 
in  May.  At  that  time  honorable  senators 
who  now  occupy  the  Treasury  bench  were 
sitting  CHI  the  Opposition  side.  They 
jumped  the  Treasury  bench,  and  imme- 
diately applied  for  an  adjournment 
of  three  weeks,  during  which  time 
they  gave  forth  that  they  would  be 
occupied  in  framing  a  policy.  At  the  end 
of  that  term  Parliament  re-assembled.  The 
Senate  entered  upon  a  d^te  on  the  policy 
statement  of  the  new  Government  So 
anxious  were  the  Opposition  that  the  real 
business  of  the  Government  should  be  pro- 
ceeded with  that  it  actually  stopped  h<Hior- 
able  senators  on  the  Government  side  from 
"stone- walling"  the  Ministerial  statem«it. 
Honorable  senators  on  the  other  side  were 
stringing  along,  one  after  the  other,  the 
debate  <xi  the  Ministerial  statement,  while 
the  members  on  the  Oppostti<m  ude  were 
exceedingly  anxious  to  see  some  of  the 
measures  foreshadowed  by  the  Government. 
Evidently  the  intention  of  the  Government 
was  to  stave  off,  as  long  as  possible,  the 
evil  day  of  bringing  its  concrete  measures 
before  the  Senate.  That  is  the  his- 
tory of  the  Government  up  to  date. 
Having  d(me  nothing  since  Friday  morn- 
ing, we  have  assembled  here  this  afternoon 
and  we  are  calmly  asked  by  the  Govern- 
ment to  adjourn  for  another  week  without 
ddng  any  business.  There  is  business  to 
be  done,  the  country  is  anxious  that  it 
should  be  done,  we  are  here  prepared  to  do 
it,  and  therefore  I  ask  whv  this  adioum- 
ment?  I  know  that  the  reason  which  will 
be  given  is,  that  a  certain  motion  is  being 
discussed  in  another  portiwi  of  the  Legis- 
lature, and  that  therefore  no  bu»ness  can 


be  transacted  in  this  Chamber.  But  whj 
should  we  make  ourselves  the  slaves  of  a 
precedent  which  has  been  set  in  another 
Parliament,  and  in  connexion  with  a  House 
that  has  no  more  resenU)Iance  to  the  Senate 
than  chalk  has  to  cheese.  I  need  not  re- 
mind hworable  senators  who  are  at  coo- 
siderable  cost  in  money,  physical  energy, 
and  anxiety,  to  secure  their  election  that 
the  Senate  is  an  elective  House.  We  know 
also  that  it  is  responsible  to  the  people 
If  we  do  not  do  what  they  desire  we  shall 
forfeit  their  confidence  and  will  lose  our 
positions  in  this  Chamber.  This  beii^  so, 
the  Senate  cannot  be  placed  in  the  sane 
cat^ory  with  the  British  Hotise  of  Lords, 
from  which  this  foolish  precedent  has  been 
handed  down  to  us.  The  British  House  <d 
Lords  is  a  hybrid  House,  and  is  in  that 
respect  very  like  the  present  Government 
It  is  neither  fish,  fowl,  n<M-  red  herring. 
It  is  partly  hereditary,  partly  nominee,  and 
partly  elected  on  a  very  restricted  and 
select  franchise.  It  has  no  powers  of  tes- 
tation at  all  equal  to  the  powers  possessed 
by  the  Australian  Senate.  The  Senate,  as 
a  branch  of  the  Ccxnmonwealth  Parlia- 
ment, is  on  alt  fours  with  the  House  of 
Representatives.  We  have  equal  powers  in 
every  department  of  legislation.  . 

Senator  Vasdon. — We  cannot  make  aoil  | 
unmake  Ministries. 

Senator  STEWART.— Senator  Vardoo 
has  never  thought  out  what  the  powers  of 
the  Senate  are.     I  assure  himi  that  tbe  | 
Senate  can  make  and  unmake  Ministries 
and  Parliaments     If  a  particular  relatioo 
exists  between  parties  in  the  two  Houses,  , 
the  Senate  has  equal  powers  with  the  Hou«  | 
of  Representatives.  \ 

Senator  Vahdon. — What  would  happa  I 
if  a  motion  of  censure  were  carried  here? 

Senator  STEWART.— A  censure  modoo  j 
carried  here  would  be  tike  brushing  so  1 
elephant's  trunk  with  a  feather.    It  would  | 
be  of  no  earthly  value,  but  if  the  Sen^ 
persisted  in  returning  measure  after  mea- 
sure to  the  House  of  Representatives,  widt 
alterations  to  which  the  House  of  Rep^^  . 
sentatives  refused  to  agree,  I  should  li^ 
to  ask  Senator  Vardon  what  he  thinb 
would  happen  then?  ' 

Senator  Vardon. — Such  action  would  not 
have  the  effect  of  turning  out  the  Minis- 
try. 

The  PRESIDENT.— Order  I  I  allowed 
some  reference  to  it  because  of  the  inter- 
jecticH),  but  I  ask  the  liorwirableiKnatcv  not 
to  pursue  that[^5e(^.^^"gl~ 
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•  Senator  STEWART.— I  wished  to  show 
that  the  Senate  is  not  in  any  sense  a  House 
similar  to  the  British  House  of  Lords, 
from  which  the  preced«it  on  which  we 
are  now  acting  has  been  transmitted  to  us. 
Both  Houses  of  this  Parliament  were 
called  together  by  the  Governor-General  for 
the  purpose  of  going  on  with  the  business 
of  the  country. 

Sraator  MiLLEN. — Where  now  are  all 
our  friends  who  are  so  anxious  to  do  the 
business  of  the  country? 

Senator  Gitens.- -That  is  a  matter  for 
the  President. 

Senator  STEWART.— I  have  no  doubt 
that  my  friends  are  anxious  to  do  the  busi- 
ness of  the  country,  and  when  there  is  any 
business  to  be  done  they  will  be  here. 

Senator  Mulcahy. — I  rise  to  a  point 
of  order.  I  should  like  to  inform  you, 
sir,  that  an  honorable  senator  has  just  left 
the  Chamber  after  having  asked  another 
hcHiorable  senator  to  call  attention  to  the 
state  of  the  Senate. 

The  PRESIDENT.— I  can  take  no  no- 
tice of  communications  passing  from  wie 
honorable  senator  to  another.  An  honor- 
able senator  has  the  right  to  ask  that  a 
quorum  should  be  presait. 

Sejiator  Dobson. — I  raise  another  point 
of  order.  Senator  Givens  said  a  little  time 
ago  that  we  ought  to  have  a  quorum  to 
listen  to  Senator  Stewart.  You,  sir,  did 
not  hear  the  honorable  senator,  but  I  under- 
stood his  remark  to  be  a  request  that  the 
Senate  should  ibe  counted.  The  h<»iorable 
senator  has  now  left  the  chamber. 

The  PRESIDENT.— As  the  honorable 
senator  has  called  my  attention  to  the  ab- 
sence of  a  quorum,  I  must  order  the  bells 
to  be  rung.    [Quorum  formed.] 

Senator  STEWART.— In  the  British 
Parliament  there  is  probably  a  good  reason 
why,  when  a  Government  is  attacked  in  the 
responsible  and  representative  chamber,  the 
House  of  Lords  should  suspend  its  opera- 
tions ;  but  in  the  Commonwealth  Parlia- 
ment, where  the  Senate  stands  upon  an 
equal  footing  with  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, there  is  no  reason  wh\-  we  should 
suspend  our  operations  because  a  motion  of 
want  of  confidence  in  the  Government  has 
been  moved  in  another  place.  We  are  liv- 
ing in  a  new  and  a  live  country,  under 
what  has  been  termed  one  of  the  freest  and 
most  democratic  constitutions  in  the  world, 
and.  therefore,  instead  of  taking  advantage 
of  every  little  point  for  the  suspension  of 
our  business,  we  should  brush  aside  pre- 
cedents and  come  down  in  our  parliamen- 


tary procedure  to  the  region  of  commmi 
sense.  I  know  that  the  Government,  with 
tongue  in  cheek,  are  ne\er  tired  of  telling 
us  in  both  Houses,  and  through  their  press 
reports,  that  there  is  a  large  amount  of 
business  to  be  done,  and  that  it  is  being 
blocked  by  the  Opposition.  In  the  Senate 
the  Opposition  are  extremely  anxious  that 
business  should  be  gpne  on  with. 

Senator  Millen. — They  are  extremely 
anxious  to  count  out  the  Senate. 

Senator  STEWART.— It  is  not  the  busi- 
ness of  the  Opposition  to  keep  a  quorum. 
That  is  the  business  of  the  Vice-Presid«it 
of  the  Executive  Council,  and  if  his  sup- 
porters are  not  sufficiently  loval  to  do  that 
for  himself  and  his  Go\-ernment,  his  posi 
tion  is  a  very  perilous  cme. 

Senator  Millen. — Will  the  htmorable 
senator  tell  his  constituents  when  he  is  seek- 
ing their  suflFrages  that-  he  does  not  regard 
it  as  a  part  of  his  duty  to  be  present  in  this 
chamber  except  when  his  own  friends  are 
in  c^ce? 

Senator  STEWART.^-When  I  am  seek- 
ing their  suffrages  I  will  tell  my  constitu- 
ents just  what  I  please.  I  shall  not  tell 
them  anything  at  the  request  of  the  honor- 
able senator.  I  may  tell  them  that  he  has 
found  it  exceedingly  difficult  to  keep  his 
supporters  together,  so  difficult  in  fact  that 
during  the  few  weeks  in  which  he  has  oc- 
cupied his  present  position  there  have  be«i 
more  counts  out  than  there  were  in  the 
seven  or  eight  years  during  which  the  pre- 
sent Opposition  were  supporting  the  last 
and  previous  Governments.  To  show  that 
there  is  business  to  be  d<Mie  bv  the  Senate, 
I  refer  honorable  senators  to  the  business 
paper.  I  see  a  motion  for  leave  to  intro- 
duce a  Bill  for  an  Act  relating  to  light- 
houses, lightships,  beacons,  and  buoys. 
Surelv  that  might  be  proceeded  with,  and 
the  Bill  introduced  and  debated  by  the 
Senate.  Then  there  is  a  motion  in  the 
name  of  Senator  Best  for  leave  to  intro- 
duce a  Bill  for  an  Act  to  amend  the  Aus- 
tralian Industries  Preservation  Act. 
That  is  another  Pill  which  could  be 
gone  on  with  by  the  Senate,  if  the 
Government  would  only  give  honorable 
senators  an  opportunity  to  do  business. 
There  are  one  or  two  other  measures 
claiming  our  attention,  amongst  which  I 
might  mention  "  a  Bill  for  an  Act  relating 
to  compensation  to  seamen  for  injuries 
suffered  in  the  course  of  their  employment." 
I  suppose  that  if,  in  the  near  futiue,  any 
seaman  should  unfortunately  be  injured 
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and  receive  no  compensation  for  his  injur- 
ies, the  Labour  |xirtv  will  be  blamed,  not- 
withstanding that  that  party  is  not  only 
villinj;,  but  anxious,  that  the  Bill  in  ques- 
tion should  be  proctieded  with.  Why  can 
we  not  proceed  with  its  consideration  at 
once?  There  is  only  one  reason  under 
heaven  that  I  know  of,  namely,  that  the 
Government  are  disinclined  to  do  any  work 
which  am  possibly  be  avoided. 

Senator  Dobson. — What  a  grossly  inac- 
curate statement. 

Senator  Givens.— Like  the  bill  of  costs 
which  the  hcMwrable  senator  presented  to 
the  Tasmanian  Government. 

Senator  STEWART.— Perhaps  we 
mij^ht  get  the  statemmt  taxed.  In  any 
case  I  think  that  mv  assertion  describes 
without  exagj^eratioii  the  portion  occupied 
bv  the  Government  at  the  present  moment. 
Then  we  have  the  Post  and  Telegraph  Bill 
in  Com.-nittr^'.  Why  is  not  that  measure 
proceeded  with  ? 

Seiwtor  Dobson. — The  honorable  sea- 
alor  knows. 

Senator  STEWART.  -  I  know  the 
reason  which  Senator  Dobson  would  as- 
sign, but  I  maintain  that  that  is  an  inad- 
equate reason.  I  need  not  traverse  the 
old  arf;ument  again.  The  honorable  sen- 
atctf  knows  it  just  as  well  as  I  do,  only  he 
is  up  to  his  neck  in  the  conspiracy  on  the 
part  of  the  Go\-errar.ent  to  do  no  business 
at  all.  Then  there  is  the  XaviEatiai  Bill. 
If  }  were  a  sesunan,  or  a  person  interested 
in  navigation  in  any  shape  or  form,  I 
should  be  inclined  to  imitate  an  historical 
person,  who  upon  one  occasion  attempted 
to  blow  up  the  British  Houses  of  Parlia- 
m«it.  T  should  say.  "  Out  upon  your 
Parliamferfl ;  out  upon  vour  Government 
and  representative  men,"  This  measure 
has  been  before  Parliament,  to  my  know- 
ledge, for  several  sessions. 

Senator  Chataway.— Why  did  not  hon- 
(X-able  senators  pass  it  when  they  were  upon 
this  mde  of  the  chamber? 

Senator  STEWART.— How  long  were 
we  upon  that  side? 

Senator  Chataway, — Seven  or  eij^ht 
vears. 

Senator  STEWART.  -We  were  not  the 
Gowmment  then.  When  we  were  support- 
ing the  late  Deakin  Government  we  had  a 
verv  larv  man  to  pusli  aloni;.  He  was 
verv  slow,  and  not  \w  sure  either.  We 
did  otir  best,  but  we  did  not  accwrplisb 
much.  Now  that  Senator  Chatawav  is  be- 
hind the  Gwemment.  I  hope  that  he  will 
plr  his  whip  round  th«r  shoulders  and 
—  «how  ns  what  lie  can  do  in  the  way  of 


pushing  forward  this  measure.  It  is  one 
of  the  most  important  Bills  which  can  oc- 
cupy' the  attenti(»i  of  the  Senate. 

The  PRESIDENT.— I  would  point 
out  to  the  honorable  senator  that  be  will 
not  be  in  order  in  discussing  its  merits. 

Senator  STEWART.— I  have  no  de- 
sire to  discuss  either  its  merits  or  demerits. 
All  I  wish  to  say  is  that  the  measure  has 
been  before  Parliament  for  several  sessions. 
Indeed,  it  seems  to  have  become  a  perpetual 
tenant  of  the  business  paper,  and  I  think 
that  the  men  who  are  enKSxed  in  seafaring 
occupations  have  a  very  good  right  to  ask 
if  Parliament  is  not  trifling  with  the  whole 
subject.  The  present  occasion,  instead  of 
giving  the  Senate  an  opportunity  to  ad- 
journ, affords  a  chance  which  may  not 
again  occur  during  the  session  to  transact 
business.  Then  why  should  we  not  take 
advantage  of  it?  W^hy  should  we  not  en- 
tirelv  ignore  what  is  taking  place  in  an- 
other chamter?  We  have  no  official  kixjw- 
ledge  of  anything  that  is  transpiring  there, 
and,  even  if  we  had,  it  does  not  affect  us- 
The  Navigation  Bill  does  not  belong  to  the 
Government.  It  is  the  property  of  the 
Senate,  and  its  consideration  ought  to  be 
proceeded  with  bv  this  Chamber  now.  ir- 
respecti\'e  of  anything  that  mav  be  happen- 
ing elsewhere.  I  repeat  that  the  sooner  we 
abandon  the  old  wwld  precedent  under 
which  the  Senate  suspends  all  lef^islative 
work  when  a  motion  of  no-confidenoe  i« 
being  discussed  in  another  place,  tiie  better 
will  it  be  for  us  and  for  the  people  of  the 
Commonwealth.  I  wish  honorable  senatars^ 
distinctly  to  understand  that  the  remarks 
which  I  am  now  making  are  being  made  in 
the  public  interest.  I  am  as  anxious  as  is 
anybody  that  legislation  should  be  pro- 
ceeded with.  I  knmv  that  the  country  i-^ 
hungering  and  thirsting  for  the  enactment 
of  a  number  of  measures,  some  of  wivch  I 
do  not  see  upon  the  business  paper. 

The  PRESIDENT,— The  honorable 
senates  must  not  discuss  that  question  npon 
this  motion. 

Senator  STEWART.— I  haw  no  inten- 
tion of  doing  so.  I  merely  wish  to  say 
that  a  great  amonnt  of  work  has  to  be  done- 
b\'  this  Parliament,  and  that  even-  avail- 
able hour  should  be  occupied  in  dtnng  it. 
There  ought  to  be  no  adjournment  of  the 
Senate,  and  for  the  reasons  which  I  ha»e 
giren  I  intend  to  oppose  the  motion  sub- 
mitted by  the  Vice-President  of  the  Execu- 
tive Council. 

Senator  MILLEX  (N>w  South  Wales- 
Vice-President  o|itilitftyEs^dtlS^(£!'omicil> 
[3.48]. — T  do  not  prt^wse  to  d^in  honor- 
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able  senators  very  long  in  discussing  what 
has  really  become  a  sort  of  fwrnal  pro- 
gramme in  the  Senate  whenever,  under  sim- 
ilar circumstances,  a  Government  is  under 
an  obligation  to  submit  such  a  moticm  as 
that  which  I  have  moved.  So  far  as  Sen- 
ators Givens  and  Stewart  are  concerned,  we 
expect  from  them  just  the  sort  of  speeches 
which  they  have  delivered.  Senator  Givens 
alwavs  comes  for^vard  with  two  complaints. 
The  first  is  that  the  Senate  ought  not  to 
adjourn  merely  because  something  of  which 
he  says  we  have  no  official  knowledge  is 
takin;;  place  elsewhere.  His  seamd'  com- 
plaint is  that  Queensland  is  a  long  wav  off. 
I  s\  mpathize  with  him  in  regard  to  his 
setYind  complaint,  and  during  the  period 
that  wil  1  ela pse  between  now  and  next 
Wednesday,  I  shall  invite  my  colleagues 
to  see  if  we  cannot  bring  Queensland  a 
little  nearer  to  Melbourne,  so  that  in  future 
he  may  take  full  advantage  of  our  short 
adjournments.  It  is  all  very  well  for  hon- 
orable senators  to  urge  that  there  is  no 
necessity  for  the  Senate  to  adjourn  when 
tlie  Government  are  under  challenge.  But 
the  real  reason  why  we  propose  to  take  this 
course  has  already  been  furnished  by  Sena- 
tor Henderson.  Some  honorable  senators 
opposite  enumerated  a  number  of  measures 
which  they  declared  are  of  a  non-party 
character,  and  urged  that  we  should  pro- 
ceed with  their  consideration.  But  Senator 
Henderson  turned  round  upon  them,  and 
correctly  aiSrmed  that  all  those  measures  are 
of  a  party  character.  If  I  required  any 
Ijctter  reason  in  support  of  the  action  which 
the  Government  are  taking,  it  has  been  fur- 
ni.sb.ed  by  Senator  Stewart  himself  when 
he  spoke  nf  the  undoubted  powers  of  this 
ChamLer.  Vet  what  does  he  ask?  In  the 
same  breath,  he  invites  us  to  write  down 
those  powers  as  nil — to  absolutely  abrogate 
them.  Is  the  Senate  prepared  to  accept 
the  initiative  from  a  Government  which  is 
under  challenge?  Is  it  willing  to  declare 
that  it  has  absolutely  no  concern  in  the 
question  of  whether  or  not  a  Government 
can  justify  its  right  to  the  Treasury 
l)onches?  If  so,  the  sooner  Senator  Stewart 
ctMsi's  to  talk  as  he  does  the  l:etter  it  will 
be  for  his  chiim  to  be  a  consistent  legislator. 
JJefore  concluding  mv  remarks,  I  should 
like  to  mention  one  or,  two  other  matters. 
This  afternoon,  there  has  been  a  systematic 
effort  on  the  part  of  my  honorable  friends 
opposite  to  attribute  to  the  Government  a 
desire  to  adjourn,  and  to  postpcme  the  con- 
sideration of  business.  We,  who  are  in- 
side the  parliamentary  fence,  know  how 


little  value  is  to  be  attached  to  that  state- 
ment, and  how  much  it  is  intended  for  con- 
.sumption  outside.  But.  lest  it  should  go 
abroad  without  the  lie  being  nailed  to  its 
coffin,  I  propose  to  state  the  exact  facts  of 
llie  case.  Senators  Guthrie,  de  Largie, 
Givens,  N'eedham,  and  Henders(xi  all  spoke 
upon  this  motion,  and  having  dora  so— I 
will  not  say  in  accordance  with  s<xne  ar- 
rangement amongst  themselves,  but  moved 
by  some  psychological  impulse — the  whole 
of  the  Opposition,  with  the  exceptiwi  of 
Senator  Stewart,  who  could  not  leave  be- 
cause he  was  speaking,  disappeared  from 
the  chamber,  with  the  result  that  a  further 
deliberate  attempt  was  made  by  the  I..abour 
Party  to  count  out  the  Senate. 

Senator  Findley. — No. 

Senator  MILLEN. — Senator  Findley 
also  absented  himself,  although  only  two 
minutes  before  he  was  present,  and  en- 
gaged in  interjecting. 

Senator  Henderson. — I  want  the  Vice- 
President  of  the  EMCUtive  Council  to  l>e 
correct.  I  was  on  my  wav  to  this  chamber 
when  the  bells  ceased  ringing. 

Senator  Findley. — Upon  a  point  of 
order,  I  should  like  to  give  an  emphatic 
denial  to  the  statement  of  the  Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Executive  Council  that  a  svste- 
matic  and  deliberate  attempt  was  made  by 
the  Labour  party  to  count  out  the  Senate. 
I  had  occasion  to  leave  the  Senate  for  a 
few  minutes,  because  I  had  written  a  letter, 
and  I  desired  to  place  it  in  the  basket  out- 
side for  the  post. 

Senator  MII.LEN.— So  far  as  Senator 
Findley  is  concerned,  and  any  other  unfor- 
tunate senator  who  may  ha^e  had  to  Iea\'e 
the  chamber  to  post  a  letter,  I  withdraw  my 
statement.  But  I  would  point  out  that  it 
is  significant  that,  upon  such  occasions, 
there  is  always  a  letter  to  post.  Do  honor- 
able senators  opposite  suppose  that  the  busi- 
ness of  the  country  is  to  stand  still  whilst 
they  post  letters,  when  all  they  have  to  do 
is  to  hand  over  their  correspondaice  to  a 
messenger,  who  will  post  it  for  them?  Sena- 
tor Findley  has  objected  to  the  charge 
^vhich  I  levelled  against  my  honorable 
friends  opposite.  Then  let  me  advise  his 
colleagues  to  take  different  action  in  the 
future.  Tlie  honoratile  senator  was  not 
present  to  witness  the  final  act  in  the  little 
comedv  which  was  played  this  afternoon. 
After  he  had  left  this  chamber  to  post  his 
letter,  and  after  all  his  colleagues,  with 
the  exception  of  Senatws  Stevart  and 
Givens,  had  retiead^eStaU«iP©^»,  rinr" 
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from  his  seat  to  follow  their  example,  dis- 
tinctly turned  round  and  said  to  Senator 
Stewart  and  the  Senate  at  large,  that  it 
was  necessary  to  have  a  qtK>rum, 

Senator  Mulcahy. — He  a^ced  Senator 
Stewart  to  call  attention  to  the  state  of  the 
Senate. 

Senator  Findley. — Does  his  action  make 
the  whole  of  the  Opposition  responsible? 

Senator  MILLEN. — I  would  ask  Sena- 
tor Findley  whether  the  letter  which 
caused  his  retirement  from  the  chamber 
this  afternoon  was  the  same  letter  which 
was  resptxisible  for  his  alnence  from  the 
chamber  on  Thursday  last?  HcHX>rable 
senators  opposite  need  not  pretend  to  be 
endeavouring  to  assist  in  transacting  the 
business  of  the  country.  They  have  said 
over  and  over  again  that,  so  far  as  they 
possibly  can,  they  will  prevent  the  Govern- 
ment from  getting  on  with  that  business. 

Senator  Findley. — Hear,  hear ! 

Senator  MILLEN.— Saiator  Findley 
applauds  that  remark.  Let  me  tell  him 
that  we  will  get  on  with  the  business  of  the 
country. 

Senator  Findley. — The  Government  are 
a  ions  time  in  starting. 

Senator  MILLEN.— -When  we  do  start 
we  shall  go  a  little  faster  than  my  bcmor- 
able  friend  will  like.  The  actiou  taken 
by  the  Government  this  aftemocm  is  similar 
to  that  which  has  been  taken  by  every  Go- 
vernment which  has  held  <Mce  since  the  in- 
auguration of  the  Commonwealth  Parlia- 
ment. It  is  the  proper  constitutional 
course  under  the  circumstances.  It  is 
significant  that  none  of  the  objections  urged 
bv  Senators  Givens  and  Stewart  have  yet 
emanated  from  the  recognised  Leader  of 
the  Opposition.  That  gentleman,  who  has 
had  to  undertake  the  tesponsibilittes  of 
office,  knows  that  it  is  the  correct  course 
for  the  Government  to  follow.  I  ocmie  now 
to  the  request  of  Senator  de  Largie  that 
the  Go\emment  should  intimate  the  order 
in  which  they  propose  to  deal  with  business 
when  the  ten-hour  farces  of  which  we  have 
no  official  knowledge  come  to  an  end. 

Senator  de  Largie. — Is  the  Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Executive  Council  referring  to 
Mr.  Reid's  speech  in  another  place? 

Senator  MILLEN. — No.  I  have  not  the 
slightest  doubt  that  my  honorable  friend 
would  like  to  make  it  appear  that  Mr. 
Reid  has  no  right  to  speak  for  ten  minutes, 
notwitSistanding  that  one  of  their  col- 
leagues spoke  iot  ten  hours. 


Senator  de  Largie. — Eleven  Ministerial 
supporters  spoke  in  this  Chamber  as  agaimt 
eight  members, of  the  Oppositicm. 

Senator  MILLEN. — I  am  glad  that  the 
honorable  senator  has  made  tiiat  interjec- 
tion, because  it  shows  how  incorrect  state- 
meats  may  be  made  under  the  guise  of 
truth.  I  invite  htxiorable  senators  to  check 
my  statement  by  reference  to  Hansard,  in 
order  that  they  may  see  that  it  is  perfectly 
accurate.  The  time  taken  up  last  we^ 
by  honwable  senators  who  are  not  members 
of  the  Government  party  was  over  loo  per 
cent,  more  than  the  time  occupied  by  those 
who  are  supporters  of  the  Government  pro- 
gramme. 

Senator  Findley. — Senator  St.  Ledger 
was  ready  to  deliver  a  seven  hours' 
speech,  but  the  Government  supporters 
would  not  keep  a  quorum  for  him. 

Senator  MILLEN. — I  cannot  say  defi- 
nitely that  we  shall  resume  busiiwss  next 
week.  Thaf  will  depend  upon  the  friends 
of  my  honorable  friends  opposite.  But 
assuming  that  we  meet  for  the  transaction 
of  business  on  Wednesday  next,  the  Go- 
vernment propose  to  introduce  the  Bills 
with  regard  to  which  motions  now  stand 
upon  the  notice-paper.  Further,  in  order 
to  expedite  business,  the  Government  pro-  | 
pose  to  ask  the  Senate  to  suspend  the  Stand-  i 
ing  Orders  so  as  to  enable  us  not!  merely  to  I 
submit  the  motions  standing  on  the  business- 
paper,  but  also  to  make  second-reading  ' 
speeches  in  relation  to  the  several  measures. 
That  course,  htmorable  senators  will  see, 
will  enable  the  Government  to  put  those 
measures  l>efore  the  Senate  for  their  second 
reading  on  the  wie  day.  The  measures 
that  will  then  be  submitted  will  be, 
first,  that  relating  to  light-houses  and  light* 
ships,  and,  secondly,  that  relating  to  com- 
pensation to  seamen.  With  regard  to  the 
suggestitxi  of  S«iator  Savers,  I  think  the 
honorable  senator  must  see  that  to 
paramount  consideration  cannot  be  the 
convenience  of  honorable  senators. 

Senator  de  Largie. — ^What  do  the  Go- 
vernment propose  to  do  in  regard  to  the 
unemployed  question? 

Senator  MILLEN.— I  was  considering 
the  unemployed  question  just  now  when  I 
thought  I  saw  an  opportunity  of  enabling 
honorable  senators  belonging  to  Senator 
de  Largie's  own  party  to  have  more  time 
for  posting  letters.  I  venture  to  say  that 
Senator  Findley 's  letter  will  become 
historic  before  it  is  delivered.  ■  Senator 
Sayers*  request  D|iored««iLa^yt^)^ai^  over 
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next  week  cannot,  "unfOTtunately,  be  enter- 
tained. It  is  evident  that  one  of  two  courses 
must  be  present  to  the  minds  of  all  of 
us.  If  it  is  to  be  a  question  of  the  coun- 
try waiting  for  hcmcwable  senators,  or  hon- 
orable  senators  waiting  for  the  country, 
there  can  be  only  one  answer.  The  incon- 
venience of  hcmorable  senators  cannot  be 
onn^tdered  in  comparison  with  the  trans- 
action of  the  country's  business.  If  hon- 
orable senators  attoid  next  Wednesday, 
and  we  still  find  that  the  d^te  in  an- 
other place  has  not  terminated,  the  Senafe 
will,  in  spite  of  the  inconvenience  to  its 
members,  be  asked  to  adjourn  again.  I 
am  hoping  that  the  debate  to  which  I  allude 
will  be  concluded  by  Tuesday  next.  In 
that  case,  we  shall  go  on  with  the  business 
which  I  am  sure  that  h<Hiorable  senators 
— especially  those  o^xwite — are  «rtreme!y 
anxious  to  proceed  with. 

Senator  Sa\'ERS. — I  am  told  that  there 
are  twelve  more  speakers,  and  that  each  of 
them  is  capable  of  occupying  two  days. 

Senator  MILLEN. — The  Government 
are  not  respcmsible  for  that.  We  have 
taken  what  appears  to  us  to  be  a  fair  and 
reasonable  course.  There  does  not  appear 
to  be  any  prospect  of  the  debate  elsewhere 
terminating  this  week,  but  there  is  a  pros- 
pect of  it  terminating  before  n«it  Wednes- 
day, rf  it  has  not  terminated  then,  all  I 
can  say  is  that  it  is  far  better  that  we 
should  be  waiting  to  transact  business  vhan 
that  the  country  should  be  waiting  fca  busi- 
ness to  be  transacted  by  us  with  no  sena- 
tors  in  attendance.  Ministers  themselves 
do  not  appreciate  coming  here  merely  to 
ask  the  Senate  to  adjourn  again.  It  is 
not  a  convenience  to  them  to  attend  when 
there  is  no  business  to  do.  I  trust  that,  in 
view  of  the  considerations  which  I  have 
submitted,  the  moti<xi  will  be  carried  in  the 
form  in  which  I  have  Toawd  ft. 


Question  put. 
Ayes 


Noes 


The  Senate  divided. 
 14 
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Majcaity 


Ana. 


Best,  Sir  Robert 
Cameron,  Lt.-Colonel 
Chataway.  T.  D. 
Dobson,  H. 

Gould,  Lt.  CoI.  Sir  A. 
McColl,  J.  H. 
Milieu,  E.  D. 
Mulcahy,  E. 


Pulsford,  E. 
Sayers,  R.  J. 
St.  Ledfrer.  A.  J. 
Trenwith.  W.  A. 

Walker,  J.  T. 

Teller: 
Vardon,  J. 


Croft.  J.  W. 
de  Largie,  H. 
Find  ley,  E. 
Givens,  T. 
Guthrie,  R.  S. 
HeodersoD,  G. 


Russell,  E.  T. 
Stewart,  J.  C. 
Story.  W.  H. 
Turley,  H. 

Teller: 
Needbam,  E. 


QuesticMi  so  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

ADJOURNMENT. 
Personal  Explanation. 
Motion  (by  Senator  Millen)  proposed — 

That  the  Senate  do  now  adjourn. 

Senator  GIVENS  (Queensland)  [4-5]-^ 
I  desire  to  make  an  explanation  with  re- 
gard to  a  paragraph  referring  to  me,  which 
appears  in  the  Age  newspaper.  It  is 
headed,  '*  Misrepresmting  a  speaker;  Mr. 
Membrey  in  explanation."  The  paragraph 
reads — 

Mr.  Membrey,  the  member  for  Jika  Jika, 
yesterday  in  the  Legislative  Assembly  rose  to 
make  a  personal  explanation.  He  proceeded 
to  read  from  the  notice-paper  of  the  Senate  a 
question  by  Senator  Givens  calling  attention 
to  a  statement  made  by  Mr.  Membrey  that  it 
was  the  intention  of  the  Victorian  Government 
to  proceed  with  the  policy  of  "  settling  poor 
people  on  the  poor  lands  of  the  State,"  and 
asking  if  the  Commonwealth  Government  ap- 
proved of  this  policy,  and  if  it  considered  the 
settlement  of  people  on  the  land  should  be  left 
to  the  State  Governments. 

In  reply  to  this  misrepresentation  of  his 
statement,  Mr.  Membrey  read  from  Hansard 
what  he  actually  had  said.  In  dealing  with 
the  Government  policy  of  making  advances  to 
settlers  with  limited  means  to  settle  on  Crown 
lands,  he  said  : — 

"  In  the  past  we  have  been  pandering  to  the 
independent  men  of  the  State,  but  it  is  now 
proposed  that  men  without  means  shall  be  helped 
by  the  Government,  and  the  people  will  be  able 
to  settle  on  the  p«x>rer  landt  of  the  State." 

Mr.  Warde  then  interjected — 

"They  are  going  to  put  the  poor  men  oa 
the  land,  and  let  them  starve." 

The  Premier  said  the  honorable  member  for 
Jika  Jika  had  drawn  bis  attention  to  what  was 
really  a  misrepresentation  of  what  was  said  in 
his  speech  on  the  Address- in-Reply.  If  any 
blame  attached  to  an^  one  it  attached  to  the 
honorable  member  for  Essendon,  who  put  the 
incorrect  construction  upon  it.  No  one  desired 
to  put  poor  people  on  land  on  which  they  would 
be  unable  to  make  a  living.  The  Crown  lands 
that  were  left  were  not  the  best.  At  the  same 
time  there  were  Crown  lands  on  which  people 
with  proper  assistance  could  make  a  good  living. 

I  desire  to  say  that  if  any  misrepresenta" 
tion  of  Mr.  Membrey  has  occurred,  the 
fault  is  not  mine.  Mr.  Membrey  was  ie« 
ported  to  have  used  the  words  that  I  im- 
puted to  him  in  the  question,  which  ap- 
pears upon  the  notice-Mper,  by  the  Age 
of  the  day  foll0^iijffi^4»^lel  merely; 
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qtu^d  the  words  verbatim  from  the  Age 
repwt.  Further,  I  desire  to  say  that 
after  all,  Mr.  Membrey '  s  exjrfana- 
tion  does  not  amount  to  v&y  mudi. 
What  appears  in  Hansard  has  beoi  pub- 
lished, probably,  after  he  has  carefully 
corrected  the  report,  but  the  statement  still 
TMnains  that  Mr.  Membrey  thought  that 
people  without  means  "  should  be  helped 
by  the  Government,"  and  that  they  would 
be  able  to  "  settle  on  the  poorer  lands  of 
the  State."  I  have  nothing  further  to  say, 
eioept  to  repeat  that  Mr.  Membrey  has  not 
been  misrepresented  by  me»  but,  '%£  by  any 
one,  by  the  Age  newspaper ;  and  the  Age 
ou^t  to  take  the  blame  of  it  instead  of  its 
being  saddled  upon  any  membet  of  the 
Senate. 

Queatim  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Senate  sdjoumed  at  4.7  p.m. 


illouse  of  ficprcsentatibrs. 

Wednesday,  14  July,  1909. 


Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  2.30  p.m., 

and  read  prayers. 

PETITION. 

Mr.  BOWDEN  presented  a  petition  from 
Robert  Laurence  Moore,  of  lithgow.  Kew 
South  Wales,  praying  the  House  to  consider 
the  question  of  ccmpensatinK  him  for  loss 
and  damage  sustained  by  the  admitted  negU- 
(;ence  of  a  postal  official. 

Petition  received,  and  (on  motion  by  Mr. 
Chanter)  read. 

MR.  WEBSTER'S  SPEECH. 

Dr.  Wilson.— I  ask  you,  Mr.  Speaker, 
whedier  it  will  be  in  order  for  me  to  lay  this 
jawbcme  <xi  the  table,  to  commemorate  the 
great  muscular  effort  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber fOT  Gwvdir. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.—I  do  not  think  that 
the  lionorable  mwr-ber  requires  an  answer. 

OLD-AGE  PENSIONS 
ADMINISTRATION. 

Mr.  BAMFORD. — It  would  appear  fr«n 
the  regulations  that  old-age  poisicxis  are 
*not  to  be  paid  under  Commonwealth  admin- 
"stration  except  at  post-crffices.    In  my  elec- 
—llmate.are  a  number  of  old  persons,  living 
miles  from  a  post-office,  and  it  is  very 


difficult  for  them,  by  reason  of  infirmity  am) 
other  causes,  to  get  to  it.  Under  State  admin- 
istration, the  plaice,  vhen  on  patrol,  were 
instructed  to  pav  pensions  in  thcne  and  simi- 
lar cases.  Will  the  Treasurer  allow  that 
system  to  continue  ?  The  matter  is  of  great 
importance,  not  onlv  to  those  on  whose  be- 
half I  have  asked  the  question,  but.  doubt- 
less, to  many  others. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  shall  have, 
pleasure  in  causing  inquiries  to  be  made  to 
see  what  can  be  done  in  these  cases. 

PAPERS. 

Mr.   JOSEPH  cook:  laid  upon  the 
tnltle  the  following  papers — 

Defence  Acts — 
Military  Cadet  Corps — ^RegulaCkm  No.  rj 
Ameoded      (Provisional)  —  StatTrtorj 

Rules  1909,  No.  75. 
Military  Forces — Regulation    No.    482  (a) 
Added  (Provisioaal) — Statutory  Rules 
1909,  No.  74. 

MOTION  OF  WANT  OF 
CONFIDENCE. 

Debote  resumed  fr^  i^i^th  July  {vide 
page  1130),  on  motion      Mr.  tiBBtM — 
That  the  Government  does  not  pouesa  the 

confidence  of  this  Ho»e. 

Mr.  KEID  (East  Sydney)  [3.39].— One. 
of  the  most  strikinj^  features  of  this  debate 
seems  to  me  to  be  this,  that  it  has  been  al- 
niost  entirely  confined  to  the  affairs  of  the 
past,  and  has  borne  but_  very  slightlv  upon 
tlie  concerns  of  the  future.  That  might  be 
an  appropriate  state  of  things  for  an  old, 
decaying  nation ;  but  it  is  not  a  healthy 
ch:iracteristic  in  the  political  affairs  of  a 
young  nation  1  ike  Australia .  Bef ore  1 
enter  upon  some  rather  controversial  to[MCS, 
I  wish  to  say  that  I  saw  a  great  deal  to 
admire  in  the  manner  in  which  the  late 
Prime  Minister,  the  honorable  member  for 
Wide  Bay,  administered  the  duties  of  his 
high  and  responsible  portion;  and  I  am 
happy  to  say  that  his  Ministers  generally, 
with  OTie  or  two  rather  serious  acts  bv  way 
of  exception,  displayed,  as  I  thought,  a  de- 
gree of  efficiency  and  ability  which  is  de- 
serving of  the  fullest  recognition.  I  also 
think  that  the  irritation  which  has  been  dis- 
played by  my  honorable  friends  has  bad 
s(xne  basis  of  justification.  It  is  ratber 
annoying,  after  giving  five  or  &x  years  of 
solid  suppwt.  to  receive  five  or  six  months 
of  unsubstantial  support  in  exchange.  But 
we  must  remember  that  our  friends  opposite 
are  not  made  of  t^-,,o|^@(|,^{^  day. 
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They  must  remember  that  they  represent 
the  highest  traditions  of  political  disin- 
terestedness and  patriotism;  that  to  them 
■oflSce  was  an  inflicticm,  and  that  they  de- 
sire nothing  more  than  the  opportunity  of 
serving  others  in  great  public  undertakings. 
I  rather  regret,  therefore,  that  my  honor- 
able friends  have  recently  shown  the  ordin- 
ary characteristics  of  ordinary  politicians. 
One  of  the  most  serious  complaints  which 
hnve  been  made  from  the  other  side  is  a 
fear  as  to  the  future  of  Liberalism  in  Aus- 
tralia under  this  new  fusion  of  parties. 
They  point  to  one  or  two  individuals  upon 
this  side  of  the  House  as  representing  a 
policy  of  Conservatism,  and  they  profess 
to  be  grarely  alarmed  as  to  our  political 
future.    Considering  that  the  leader  of  the 
presCTt  Government  was  looked  up  to  until 
recently  by  them  as  one  of  the  strongest 
exponents   of   the   most   advanced  Lib- 
eralism in  Australia — considering  that  for 
six  vears  the  honorable  and  learned  Prime 
Minister  was  the  guide,  counsellor,  and 
friend  of  the  Labour  party — surely  they 
should      rejoice      that      this  advanced 
leader  in   Liberal   politics   has  been  re- 
inforced   by   s<Mne    honorable  gentlemen 
who  at  former  periods  were  in  a  state  of 
more  or  less  antagonism  to  him.  The 
belief  opposite  seems  to  be  that  the  one 
or   two    gentlenen    who   are  supposed 
to  be  Conservatives  will  direct  the  Govern- 
ment.   That  is  a  perfectly  natural  feeling 
on  the  part  of  those  who  have  been  accus- 
tomed to  direct  Governments  for  such  a 
lengethened  period  of  time ;  but  I  feel  that 
the    result    will    he,    not    the  weaken- 
ing of  Australian  Liberalism,  but  in  the 
direction  of  strengthening  it.    Indeed,  I  be- 
lieve it  is  a  mere  politick  trick  of  the  most 
<^vious  kind  to  endeavour  to  describe  any 
party,  either  in  the  Federal  or  in  the  State 
arena,  as  a  Conservative  party.    There  is 
no  such  party  in  Australia.     There  is  no 
country  in  the  world  where  the  people  are 
less  paralyzed  bv  reverence  for  the  past. 
There  is  no  people  in  the  world  who  have 
fewer  fears  as  to  the  future.    If  I  were 
compelled  to  point  to  a  community  which 
represents  political  progress  in  its  moat 
rapid  and  fearless  guise,  I  should  point  to 
the  political  communitv  of  Australia.  Our 
friends  opposite  go  so  far  as  to  accuse  hwi- 
orable  members  on  this  side  of  favouring  a 
policv    of    starvation.      I  regret    the  at- 
tempts which  are  beinff  made  to  create  a 
class  feeling  in  the  politics  of  Australia. 
Mr.  ^tcDouGALL. — Who  started  it? 


Mr.  REID. — Wherever  started,  any  such 
attempt  represents,  not  the  highest,  but  the 
lowest,  form  of  political  controversy.  I 
suppose  there  is  no  one  in  this  House  who 
has  to  forget  more  than  I  have  to  forget 
in  order  to  sit  where  I  do.    For  seven  or 
eight  years  I  had  the  dutnous  privilege  of 
sitting  upon  the  other  Mde,  but  during  that 
long  period  I  am  not  aware  that  I  filled 
the  air  with  many  lamentations.    When  my 
h<HKH"abIe  friends  profess  such  horror  at 
sudden  withdrawals  of  polical  affection.  1 
remember  a  time  when  I  thought  the  de- 
lightful  ardour   with   which  the  present 
Prime  Minister  regarded  me  cooled  in  an 
altc^ther    too    rapid    and  mysterious 
fashim.      But  if  I  sought  for  sympathy, 
for  some  expression  of  moral  reprobaticm, 
I  sought  it  in  vain  in  the  direction  of  my 
hontMrable  friends.    Their  political  con- 
science has  become  suddoily  tender.  When 
the  Prime  Minister  reverted  to  his  old  love. 
Labour  took  the  erring  head  to  its  bosom 
in  a  rapture  of  perfect  reconciliation.  The 
Prime  Minister  has  one  great  virtue.    I  do 
not  know  in  the  public  life  of  Australia  a 
man  who  possesses  a  more  loving  and  affec- 
tionate di.spoMtion,  but  that  disposition  has, 
of  course,  the  defect  of  its  qualities,  and 
there  is  no  doubt  that  the  Prime  Minist^, 
during  the  last  few  years,  has  been  guilty 
of  a  series  of  political  attachments  enually 
sudden  and  equally  amorous.  But  when  my 
honorable  friends  seek  to  attack  the  Imnor- 
able  gentleman — and  I  think  the  very  able 
and  learned  mem.ber  for  West  Sydney  left 
nothing  to  be  said  in  the  shape  of  indigna- 
tion, invective,  or  satire — I  cannot  help  re- 
membering that  the  Prime  Minister  can  ad- 
vance two  pleas  which  are  familiar  in  the 
divorce  courts  of  the  country.    The  first 
plea  is  one  of  condonation.      When  the 
Prime  Minister  leaving  suddenly  left  them 
for  me,  suddenly  left  me  to  rejoin  them/ 
he    was    received    back,    as    I    say.  in 
a   spirit  of  entire   forgiveness.    I'hat  is 
his  plea  of  condcHiation.    Then  he  has  the 
further   plea   of   cruelty   and  desertion. 
After  three  years — the  second  term  of  three 
years— of  the  most  devoted  and  faithful 
service,  the  honorable  member  was  driven 
out  of  the  pt^itical  wigwam  of  the  honor- 
able  member    for    Wide    Bay    into  the 
wilderness,  without  a  word  of  explanation. 
At  that  time,  when  the  Labour  party  sought 
to  displace  the  Deakin  Administration,  some 
of  our  friends  thought  we  should  go  behind 
the  Ministry  and  save  them.   Butil  rem«n- 
bered  tTie  deligtttluid  ufecd^gl^  which 
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the  Prime  Minister  recently  amused  the 
Labour  party,  and  which  bcure  oa  the 
aboriginal  method  of  rontracting  matri- 
m(Hiial  alliances  by  brute  force.  I  said 
that  in  order  to  bear  this  beauteous  one 
— I  mean  the  Prime  Minister — trium- 
phantly into  our  camp,  we  must  adopt  the 
free  use  of  the  club.  The  club  has  been 
used;  and  we  rejoice  in  the  new  alliance 
which  has  been  ctmtracted  betweoi  the 
gifted  leader  of  the  present  Administra- 
tion and  the  united  Liberals  of  Australia. 
So  far  as  I  am  conoNned,  in  sayti^  these 
things  I  have  said  everything  I  have  to  say 
with  reference  to  the  past.  There  is  cmly 
one  basis  for  any  loyal  and  honest  political 
fusion.  At  all  times  it  is  a  strain,  and 
sometimes  a  great  strain ;  but  there  is  only 
one  basis  on  which  this  fusiwi  can  be  jus- 
tified, or  on  which  it  can  succeed,  and  that 
is  the  basis  of  forgetting  the  antagonis- 
tic feelings  of  the  past,  endeavouring 
loyally  to  jwn  forces  in  advancing  the  pub- 
lic interest.  Personalities  socm  recede  into 
oblivion,  just  as  personages  soon  dissolve 
into  dust.  There  are  only  two  great  objects 
worthy  of  public  ambitions  and  parliament- 
ary service,  and  these  are  to  advance,  in 
the  best  possible  way,  the  interests  of  good 
government,  and  to  advance,  in  the  best 
possible  way,  sound  principles  of  legisla- 
ticHi.  I  believe  that  the  union  which  has 
been  arrived  at  oa  this  side  of  the  House 
is  calculated  to  promote  those  great 
national  benefits.  For  that  reason  I  hope, 
whilst  exercising  a  spirit  of  perfect  inde- 
pendence, to  be  able  to  give  the  present 
Government  thoroughly  loyal  and  earnest 
support.  I  cannot  forget  that  there  are  in 
and  behind  this  Government  a  large  num- 
ber of  my  own  old  friends  and  supporters. 
When  hwiorable  members  seek  to  draw 
some  artificial  line  of  Liberalism,  as  the 
honorable  member  for  Gippsland  did  the 
other  night.  I  should  like  to  ask  them  what 
line  of  Liberalism  divides  men  like  the 
Prime  Minister,  the  Minister  of  Trade  and 
Customs,  and  the  Minister  of  External 
Affairs,  from  men  like  the  Minister  of  De- 
fence, the  Attorney-General,  the  Minister 
of  Home  Affairs,  and  the  Postmaster-Gene- 
ral? 

Mr.  Hall. — There  is  no  line  ! 

Mr.  REID. — There  is  no  real  line. 
Once  the  fiscal  question  is  set  aside  there  is 
no  sut»tantial  line  dividing  the  Liberals 
whom  I  have  named.  When  my  friends 
opposite  become  so  impatient  as  to  the 
smking  of  the  fiscal  question,  which  has 
been  agreed  to  in  this  case,  may  I  remind 


them  that  there  is  no  p^rty  here  which 
has  sunk  the  fiscal  question  so  persis^tly 
and  so  scientifically  as  the  Labour  party 
of  Australia  has  done.  Is  it  not  mar- 
vellous that  ardent  Free  Traders  like 
the  honbrable  member  for  West  Syd- 
ney, Senator  Pearce,  the  hcMK>rable  mem- 
ber for  Grey,  and,  once,  the  honorable 
member  for  Wide  Bay,  should  be  able  to 
co-operate  loyally  for  so  many  yean 
with  tfie  most  rat»d  Protectionists  in 
the  Labour  party  ?  If  they  had  not 
done  so  the  Labour  movement  would 
have  been  impossible;  and,  surely, 
they  can  allow  their  political  exponents  the 
same  privilege? 

Mr.  Batcheloh. — So  long  as  the  right 
hwiorable  member  avows  it ! 

Mr.  REID. — The  honorable  member  for 
Coolgardie  is  another  one  to  whom  I  might 
have  referred  as  a  sound  Free  Trader;  and 
surely,  if  my  honorable  friends  opposite, 
in  the  pursuit  of  high  political  dajects  and 
great  national  changes,  to  which  they  at- 
tach importance,  have  been  able  to  WOTk 
amicably  toeiether,  the  same  privilege,  with 
the  same  objects  in  view,  should  be  allowed 
to  honorable  members  <hi  this  side  of  the 
House.    May  I  be  allowed  to  say  that  I 
listened  to  the  speech   of   the  honorable 
member  for  Gippsland  with  great  pleasure? 
It  was  a  speech  of  real  ability,  animated, 
I   am  sure,  by  honorable  feeling.  But 
may  I  also  suggest  to  that  honorable  mem-, 
her  that,  as  in  the  case  of  too  many  gentle- 
men whose  politics  have  been  fashioned  in 
Victoria,  the  term  Liberalism  would  ap- 
pear to  be  defined  in  his  view  by  the  geo- 
graphical boundaries  of  his  State?  Lib«^l- 
ism  is  altogether  too  broad  a  terra,  and 
represents  too  great  a  principle,  for  any 
such  limitation.      Liberalism  was  not  in- 
vented in  Victoria;  Liberalism  in  Australia 
is  the  child  of  the  great  Liberalism  of  the 
Mother  Country,  and  the  child  of  Liberal- 
ism   throughout    the    nations.     One  <rf 
the    points    about    this     fusion  whidi 
recommends  it  most  str<Migly  to  me  is  that, 
for  the  future,  the  term  Liberal  in  Aus* 
tralian  ix>litics  will  have  a  broader  mean- 
ing and  a  more  generous  sound — that  this 
consolidation  of  Liberal  forces  will,  I  hope 
and  believe,  work  effectively  in  our  future 
political  life.    May  I  say,  in  all  sincerity, 
that,  in  my  deliberate  view,  aided  as  it  is 
by  a  considerable  degree  of  political  ex- 
perience, that  if  there  is  one  party  whidii 
should  not  lament  this  new  develoi»nent  it 
is  the  Labour  paiitgnzofbyMis^fEMC 
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Opposition  Meubers. — Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  REXD.— That  is  the  party  which  for 
so  many  years  occupied  a  positiwi  in  this 
Parliament  altogether  unworthy  of  its 
strength  and  its  ability,  and,  if  it  has  a 
future,  equally  unworthy  of  its  future. 
Surely  my  friends  opposite  will  feel  a 
greater  degree  of  satisfactkm  in  standing  to- 
gether shoulder  to  shoulder  with  a  leader  of 
their  own  choosing.  Whether  we  regard  the 
matter  from  that  point  of  view  ot  from  an- 
other, we  are  now  on  the  threshold  of  a 
stage  of  Australian  politics  which  will  re- 
flect greater  credit  on  all  parties.  To 
show  how  awkward  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Gippsland's  definition  of  Liberal- 
ism is,  I  may  point  out  that  if  there  is 
any  one  principle  to  which  he  devotes 
his  undoubted  abilities,  it  is  the  prin- 
ciple of  Protection.  If  the  hcmor- 
able  member  went  to  reside  in  the 
Mother  Country,  who  are  the  men 
with  whom  he  wouid  find  himself  asso- 
ciated in  the  political  struggles  thwe? 
He  would  have  to  j<Mn  the  Tones  of  Eng- 
land. This  reflection  upon  some  of  us  is 
equally  a  reflection  upon  honorable  mem- 
bers of  the  Labour  party  who  hold  similar 
fiscal  views.  The  fact  is  that  Protection, 
which  may  be  in  the  estimaticwi  of  many 
patriotic  men — and  in  the  estimation  of 
meet  nations  itf  is — a  patriotic  policy,  is 
not  one  that  can  ever  mark  the  line  be- 
tween one  set  of  advanced  political 
thinkers  and  another.  Tt  has  never  done 
so. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — No  cheers  from  the 
Government  boiches  now. 

Mr.  REID. — The  baiorable  member 
who  excites  my  greatest  admiration,  is  the 
honorable  member  for  Hume.  Great  men 
like  Gladstone  could  evolve  frtma  a  por- 
tion in  which  they  were  the  hope  of  the 
Tories  into  another  in  which  they  be- 
came the  hope  of  the  Radicals  of  England. 
In  the  course  of  a  long,  active,  fearless,  and 
honorable  public  life,  they  could  work  con- 
scientiously frffln  one  extreme  to  the  other, 
without  any  5uspici<»i  of  insincerity  or  of 
mert*nary  motive.  That  very  distinguished 
public  man,  who  is  now,  "unfortunately, 
shattered  in  health—Mr.  Joseph  Chaniber- 
lain — described  an  evolution  in  a  precisely 
opposite  direction.  He  began  as  one  of 
the  most  advanced  Radicals  in  Englajid 
and  ended  as  a  trusted  Conservative 
leader.  That  was  an  evolution  in  an  op- 
pc»ite  direction,  yet  who  would  endeavour 
to  cast  discredit  upon  ather  of  those  dis- 


tinguished m«i,  because,  in  the  course  of 
a  useful  and  intense  public  life,  their  views 
altered?  But  the  one  great  statesman  of 
the  world,  against  whom  no  stx:h  reproach 
can  be  levelled,  is  the  honorable  member 
for  Hume.  If  his  own  version  of  his  poli- 
tical career  be  the  correct  one,  he  began 
as  a  fossil,  and  a  fossil  he  remains.  I 
know  the  hc»iorable  member  too  well,  how- 
ever, not  to  be  aware  that  that  does  not 
justly  describe  his  public  career,  and  I  trust 
that,  notwithstanding  the  strength  of  the 
antagOTiism  that  prevailed  between  us  iot 
many  years,  thwe  is  no  element  of  per- 
sonal bitterness  in  our  fight. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — No,  but  I  Ix^ught 
down  the  right  honorable  member  ev^ 
time. 

Mr.  REID. — If  the  honorable  member 
did,  that  only  shows  what  a  rogue  ele- 
phant can  do  when  he  gets  his  feet  on  you. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  remember  the 
right  honorable  member  on  <Mie  occasion 
did  stxnething  in  regard  to  his  leadet. 

Mr.  REID.— I  hope  that  the  honorable 
member  will  allow  me  to  say  a  word  or 
two.  May  I  remind  him  that  in  the  course 
of  eight  and  a  half  years  of  FederaticMi  he 
has  had  six  and  a  half  years  of  high 
Ministerial  (^ce? 

Sir  WiLUAH  Lyn£. — That  is  nothing. 

Mr.  REID. — Is  there  no  point  at  which 
the  honorable  member's  appetite  can  be 
satisfied  ? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  do  not  take  office 
for  the  sake  of  filthy  lucre. 
Mr.  SPEAKER.— Order! 

Mr.  REID. — Is  there  no  stage  at  which 
the  honorable  member  is  prepared  to  give 
<^hers  a  chance? 

Mr.  Hutchison. — Then  the  right  hon- 
orable member  is  merely  seeking  crffice? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Yes,  he  is  after  the 
money.     I  never  go  for  that. 

Mr.  REID.— ^ye  all  admit  that  the 
honorable  member  for  Hume  is  the  one 
disinterested  figure  in  national  politics  

Sir  William  Lyne. — That  is  the  truest 
statement  that  the  right  honorable  member 
has  made. 

Mr.  REID. — And  that  he  enjoys  a  cor- 
responding reputation  in  all  quarters  of 
Australia.  I  wish  to  show  that  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Hume,  to  whom  I  have 
never  devoted  very  much  attention,  is 
really  one  of  the  great  statesmen  of  the 
world.  No  other  public  man  has  ever 
performed  a  1%^!^?^^  STO^OglCPoHtical 
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srimersauhs  than  he  has  done;  but  I  am 
bound  to  give  him  credit  for  having  nearly 
always  fallen  on  his  feet.  I  can  remember 
the  time  when  the  honorable  member  was 
a  confirmed  Free  Tradw. 

Sir  William  Lyne.— 1  was  never  a 
Free  Trader- 
Mr.  REID.— I  mention  these  matters 
only  because — - 

Mr.  Hutchison. — The  right  honorable 
luember  is  now  going  into  the  past. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — It  is  time  that  some 
one  did  so. 

Mr.  REID. — I  have  listened  in  this 
House  year  after  year  to  allusions  to  the 
past  without  taking  notice  of  them.  I 
intend,  howewr,  to  take  some  notice  of 
them  on  the  present  occafflon, 

Mr.  TuDOR. — The  right  honorable  mem- 
ber said  that  he  would  not  do  so. 

Mr.  Batchelor.— Why  drag  up  the 
past  ? 

Mr.  REID. — Because  I  am  not  made  of 
the  pure  political  pOTcelain  that  is  to  be 
seen  on  the  Oppo^tion  benches;  I  am 
merely  a  man  with  the  ordinary  feelings 
of  humanity.  The  honorable  member  for 
Hume  was  a  member  of  a  Government  m 
New  South  Wales  that  proposed  a  S  per 
cent  revenue  duty. 

Sir  William  Lyne.— Twenty -two  years 
ago. 

Mr.  REID.— Yes,  but  that  is  where  the 
evolution  comes  in.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber desired  to  make  us  believe  that  evolu- 
tion had  left  no  marks  upon  him.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  however,  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  a  Free  Trade  Government  which, 
with  a  deficiency  in  the  finances,  proposed 
a  revenue  duty  of  5  per  cent-  An  ac- 
cusation was  made  that  they  were  sneak- 
ing in  Protection,  but  the  honorable  mem- 
ber  and  his  Govemmait  emphatically  re- 
pudiated the  statement. 

Sir  William  Lyne.— The  right  honor- 
able member  said  that  the  proposal  meant 
Protection. 

Mr.  REID.— When  I  deal  with  the  hon- 
orable member  I  endeavour  to  get  as  near 
Holv  Writ  as  possible  for  my  authority. 
Here  is  the  report  of  a  speech  delivered 
bv  Sir  Patrick  Jennings,  the  head  of  the 
Government  of  whidi  he  was  a  member,  in 
regard  to  the  proposal  to  impose  a  revenue 
dutv  of  5  per  cent — 

We  have  not  pul  a  sufficient  amount  of  duty 
nn  anv  of  these  articles  to  "sneak  in"  Protec- 
tioB.  We— 


And  the  word  "we"  included  my  hon- 
orable friendr— 

dis.tvowed  Protection  at  the  time — 

Sir  Patrick  Jennings  was  r^erring  to  the 

last  electi(xi — 

We  disavow  it  now. 

Was  the  honorable  member  and  his  Govern- 
ment sneaking  in  Protection  under  cover 
of  declaratiwis  of  that  kind  ? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — ^That  is  a  very 
cowardly  way  of  trying  to  prove  that  I 
was  a  Free  Trader.  I  was  a  Pictecdonxst 
all  the  time. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^The  honorable 
member  diould  "  take  his  gnid." 

Mr.  REID.— I  hop^  that  the  honorable 
member  for  Hume  will  allow  u&  that  free- 
dom of  speech  which  he  claims. 

Sir  William  Lyne.— Then  the  honor- 
able member  should  quote  words  from  my 
own  mouth,  and  not  the  words  of  others. 

Mr.  REID.— We  find  that  on  the  occa- 
sion in  question,  the  bonwable  member's 
leader — and  we  know  that  loyalty  to  his 
leader  is  the  honcMrable  member's  strong 
point — said — 

I  am  not  here  to  fall  back  from  what  the 
.ivowed  policy  of  the  Government  has  been  all 
along,  and  will  continne  to  be  as  long  as  we  re- 
main in  office. 

I  can  account  for  the  honorable  member's 
sudden  conversion  to  the  policy  of  Protec- 
tion. Up  to  this  time  Free  Trade  had 
been  the  policy  of  all  political  parties  in  the 
State.  A  few  mcmths  later — at  the  elections, 
at  the  beginning  of  1887 — Sir  Henry 
Parkes  raised  the  Free  Trade  flag,  and  it 
became  necessary  fat  the  honorable  member 
fcH"  Hume  to  evolve  with  startling  rapidity. 
He  then  evolved  into  Frotecticxiism.  To 
show  how  mi«d,  fiscally,  the  hcmorable 
member  became  a  few  months  later,  let  me 
repeat  stmiething  which  he  said  on  the  3rd 
May.  18S7. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Twenty-two  years 
ago ! 

Mr.  REID.— The  honorable  member  is 
slow  in  all  his  movements,  and  takes  time 
to  evolve.  Referring  to  Sir  Henry  Parkes, 
he  then  said — 

He  upset  nil  hU  previous  declarations  that  he 
would  accept  nothing  from  Victoria,  but,  in 
reality,  he  was  instructed  by  the  people  of  that 
("otony,  which,  unfortunately,  is  Protectionist, 
and,  so,  far  behind  New  South  Wales. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — At  that  period  it 
was  tnie. 

Mr.  REID.  -It  is  only  fair  to  sav  that 
the  honorable  member  waS^then  hlil/  grub 
and  half  butterff^?'iBgfea*&7  parts 


Matim  of 


[14  July,  1909.]         Want  i^  Confidence.  IU9 


of  the  speech,  he  enunciated  the  soundest 
Protectionist  principles.  There  is  another 
natter  in  r^^d  to  which  be  has  performed 
a  striking,  and,  I  think,  meritorious,  evolu- 
ticxi.  I  am  not  impugning  the  sincerity  of 
his  conversion ;  I  merely  say  that  be  is  a 
far  more  healthy  political  transformaticm 
than  be  imagines  himself  to  be.  The  ques- 
tion of  giving  equality  of  electoral  power 
was  before  the  New  South  Wales  Parlia- 
nient,  and  the  strongest  oppcment  of  the 
proimsals  of  the  Government  of  the  dav 
was  the  honorable  member  for  Hume.  He 
saiti,  in  reference  to  tlie  Seats  Re-distribu- 
tion Bill- 
One  great  objectioD  I  liave  to  this  Bill  it  that 
the  dUtiibution  of  seats  is  to  be  on  tfae  basis  of 
absolute  equality  of  representation. 

He  pointed  out  that  in  New  Zealand  and 
in  Victoria  the  people  in  the  country  had 
a  much  larger  share  of  political  power  than 
those  in  the  cities.  He  showed  whalt  he 
thought  should  be  the  difference  between  a 
man  in  the  country  and  a  man  in  the  town 
by  saying— 

I  think  that  three  electors  in  Sydney  should 
hare  only  the  same  voting  power  as  two  in  the 
country. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Hear,  hear;  but  let 
the  right  hcmorable  member  give  my  reastms. 
They  are  on  record. 

Mr.  REID. — I  am  speaking  of  a  prin- 
ciple, not  of  the  honorable  member's  rea- 
sons. I  thought  it  was  a  most  sacred  prin- 
ciple of  Australian  Democracy  that  eacli 
man  and  woman  should  have  precisely  the 
same  share  of  political  power !  To  the 
honorable  member's  observation.  Sir  Henry 
Parfces  made  this  reply — 
That  is  a  very  undemocratic  note  to  strike. 

The  honorable  member  voted  against  the 
Bill,  on  the  ground,  ammgst  others,  that 
the  principle  of  equality  of  manhood  was 
recf^nised.  The  h(HiorabIe  member  is  now 
one  of  those  who  believe  that  the  utmost 
f  reedctfn  should  be  given  to  men  to  combine 
in  political  associations  for  the  promotion  of 
their  own  interests,  wliether  in  or  out  of  the 
Public  Service.  U[)on  that  he  is  now  sound. 
But  when  he  was  Secretary  for  Public 
Works  in  New  South  Wales,  and  Minister 
for  Railways,  prior  to  the  appointment  of 
Railways  Commissioners,  a  railway  associa- 
tion was  established.  The  question  whether 
there  should  be  sudi  an  associatitm  within 
the  Public  Service  was  keenly  debated,  and 
the  honorable  gentleman^  when  challenged 
upon  his  attitude,  was  careful  to  explain 


that  the  only  terms  on  which  he  would  re- 
cognise a  railway  association  were  that  its 
members  must  not  deal  with  rates  of  pay 
or  hours  of  labour. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Hear,  hear  ! 

Mr.  REID. — An  industrial  association 
without  power  to  deal  with  rates  of  pay  or 
hours  of  labour  !  That  is  one  of  those 
robust  explanations  of  a  real  Tory  prin- 
ciple which  emanated  from  the  honorable 
member  in  those  times. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Did  not  the  right 
honorable  member  support  me? 

Mr.  REID. — I  never  supported  the  h«i- 
orable  member  in  his  life. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — In  what  year  was 
the  occurrence  just  referred  to? 

Mr.  REID.— It  was  about  tlie  same  old 
time.  If  there  is  a  subject  upon  which  the 
hcmorable  member  is  now  strong,  and  in  re- 
gard to  which  he  has  endeared  himself  to 
the  Homen  of  Australia,  it  is  female  suf- 
frage. That  he  regards  as  the  sacred  and 
inalienable  right  of  female  hiunanity — 
now  I  But,  in  1890,  when  an  Electoral 
Bill  was  introduced,  the  hcmorable  member 
declared  that  he  could  not  accept  female 
suffrage. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Hear,  hear.  I 
stated  afterwards  the  reasons  why  I  had 
changed  my  mind. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Changed  his  mind  ! 
Surely  the  hon<»-able  member  never  did 
that? 

Mr.  REID.— Have  I  not  said  that  the 
honorable  member  falls  on  his  feet  after 
each  of  his  somersaults.  I  am  not  imput- 
ing anything  else  to  him.  Another  subject 
upon  which  he  is  now  emphatic  is  the  right 
of  poor  wcn-kers  to  protecrion  from  tlwir 
employers.  But  when,  on  the  and  Sep- 
tember, 1890.  th&e  was  a  discussion  in  the 
\ew  South  Wales  Parliament  as  to  whether 
a  sailffl-  or  his  relatives  should  be  allowed  to 
recover  at  law  if  injury  or  death  were  caused 
to  him  by  reason  of  the  unseaworthiness  of 
the  ship  he  was  on,  the  question  arose  whe- 
ther recovery  should  be  possible  if  he  had 
not  given  notice  before  he  wait  on  the  vov- 
age  that  the  ship  was  unseaworthy— .n  thtiiL; 
which  an  ordinary  sailor  could  not  be  ex- 
pected to  do.  But  this  is  what  the  honor- 
able member  thought  on  the  subject.  He 
s:iid  that  the  tmfortunate  sailor — 

Would  know  whet3ier  he  was  going  to  sea  id 
n  rotten  ship,  and,  if  so,  he  should  give  notice 
at  once.    There  ought  to  be  protection  for  the 

employer  in  cases  of  that  kind. 

Sir  William  Lyne, — You  coward. 
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Mr.  REID. — I  am  quoting  the  honorable 
member's  words. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — Who  passed  the  law 
to  stop  that  business? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  ask  the  honorable 
member  for  Hume  to  withdraw  the  remark 
which  he  has  just  made. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — If  I  have  said  any- 
thing unparliamentary  I  withdraw  it ;  but 
if  you  will  allow  me,  sir — and  I  shall  not 
do  it  unless  you  concur — to  speak  of  the 
matter  to  which  the  right  htMiorable  member 
is  referring,  I  shall  add  that  I  introduced 
the  law  which  prevents  rotten  ships  from 
going  out  of  Newcastle  and  other  harbors. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — I  take  this  opportu- 
nity to  menti(Hi  that,  when  honorable  mem- 
bers are  called  vtpoa  to  withdraw  a  remark, 
it  is  proper  for  them  to  do  so  without  add- 
ing an  explanation  which  may,  perhaps, 
be  intended  to  have  the  effect  of  altogether 
destroying  the  worth  of  the  withdrawal. 

Mr.'  REID. — I  wish  to  give  the  honor- 
able member  every  latitude  in  the  matter. 
In  spite  of  his  efforts  subsequently  to  secure 
the  seaworthiness  of  vessels,  he  then  thought 
that  if  a  sailor  went  away  in  a  vessel  that 
was  unsea worthy,  without  giving  notice  of 
its  conditiai,  the  employer  should  be  pro- 
tected against  any  claim. 

Sir  William  Lyne.— That  is  not  cor- 
rect.' 

Mr.  REID. — ^The  honorable  member  had 
not  then  arrived  at  his  present  state  of  evo- 
lution. The  words  which  I  have  read  were 
uttered  on  the  znd  September,  1890,  and 
are  to  be  found  in  the  New  South  Wales 
Hansard  reports  of  that  date,  page  3376- 
I  do  not,  like  the  hcxiorable  member,  make 
vague  charges,  imputing  all  sorts  of  mis- 
conduct to  others,  without  giving:  any  autho- 
rity. Perhaps  the  most  remarkable  proof  of 
the  honorable  member's — I  shall  not  say  in- 
sincerity, but  evolution — is  this  :  When  the 
great  Federal  ino\'em«it  came  on,  he  wat 
one  of  the  leading  Protectiwiists  in  New 
South  Wales.  Yet  he  joined  in  a  fiscal 
truce.  To  do  what?  To  come  under  the 
leadership  of  Sir  Edmund  Barton,  who  was 
then  fighting  the  battle  of  Federation  ! 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  did  not  do  any- 
thing of  the  sort. 

Mr.  REID. — This  is  a  case  where  the 
press  may  be  at  fault.  It  is  only  fair  to 
say  that. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I,  not  Sir  Edmund 
Barton,  was  Premier. 
.^■ftCr.  REID. — I  remember  now  that  the 
-able  member  shifted    Sir  Edmund 
1.    He  perfwrned  a  very  dutnous 


manoeuvre.  Instead  of  acting  as  the  loyal 
supporter  of  Sir  Edmund  Barton,  who  was 
his  leader,  he  suddenly  established  a  room  of 
his  own,  and  Sir  Edmund  was  invited  to 
walk  downstairs,  while  he  walked  upstairs. 
We  are  told  now  that  the  hoOOTaUe  mem- 
ber, before  he  was  able  to  displace  me  from 
the  Premiership  in  New  South  Wales,  gave 
solemn  assurances  to  the  Labour  party  of 
the  day  as  to  the  obedient  service  he  would 
render  if  they  would  be  good  mough  to 
vote  him  into  power. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — That  is  not  correct. 
Not  one  word  that  the  right  bnxHrable  mem- 
ber has  stated  in  regard  to  myself  and  Sir 
Edmund  Barton  is  correct. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — It  is  all  absolutely 
true. 

Mr.  REID.— What  was  stated  by  Mr. 

Nielsen,  now  member  fOT  Boorowa  in  the 
New  South  Wales  Legislative  Assembly? 

Mr.  Thomas. — He  was  not  at  the  time  a 
member  of  the  New  South  Wales  Parlia- 
ment. 

Mr.  REID.— I  know  that  he  was  not; 
but  he  afterwards  became  a  memb»,  and 
made  a  public  statement  in  the  Assembly 
a  few  days  ago.  Other  people  besides  mem- 
bers of  Parliament  sometimes  know  things. 
If  the  honorable  member  for  Barrier,  who 
was  at  the  time  a  prtHninent  member  of  the 
Labour  party  in  New  South  Wales,  will 
say  that  there  was  no  sort  of  imderstanding 
of  any  kind  with  the  honorable  member  for 
Hume  bef<»e  the  party  determined  to  put 
him  in  power,  it  will  be  enough  for  roe. 

Mr.  Thomas.— I  know  of  n(«hing  c^ficial. 
I  know  of  nothing  from  the  Labour  party, 
whatever  may  be  said  of  individual  mem- 
bers of  the  party. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — There  was  nothing 
at  all.  The  right  honorable  member  was 
put  out  of  office  because  he  deliberately  paid 
£369  to  a  member  of  the  House. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  ask  honorable  mem- 
bers not  to  convert  this  speech  into  a  dia- 
logue, and  to  be  content  to  leave  any  oor- 
rectifxis  which  they  may  think  ought  to  be 
made  until  the  ri^t  honm^able  manber  for 
East  Sydney  has  finished. 

Mr.  REID.— The  other  night  the  hooor- 
able  member  for  Hume  made  a  great  attack 
upon  me,  as  though  I  had  been  an  enemy 
of  the  early  closing  movement,  and  be  its 
champion. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — So  I  was. 

Mr.  REID.— The  line  I  then  took— and 
for  a  very  good  Liberal  reaSOri^waM  this :  I 
considered  that  tlJisliiMftP^di^^Wnt  in 
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all  shops  should  be  strictly  regulated  and 
limited  But  I  did  not  want  to  play  into 
the  hands  of  the  big  shopkeepers  of  Sydney 
by  closing  the  little  suburban  shops.  None 
knows  better  than  the  honorable  member  for 
Newcastle  that  there  was  a  great  dispute  as 
to  whether  all  shops  should  be  closed  at  a 
fixed  hour,  or  whether  there  should  be  such 
a  reform  in  the  hours  of  labour  as  would 
enable  the  man  whose  wife»  perhaps,  at- 
tended to  a  shop  whose  trade  was  done 
mostly  in  the  evening,  to  keep  it  open  a 
little  longer.  All  the  big  shc^keepers  of 
Sydney  went  for  the  proposal  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Hume,  because 
it  crushed  out  the  small  shops  in  the 
suburbs.  I  mention  that  to  show  that 
there  was  room  for  legitimate  difference 
of  opinion  in  the  matter.  Now  I 
wish  to  refer  to  the  honorable  member's 
greatest  exploit.  That  was  in  reference  to 
Federation.  The  honorable  member  joined 
this  great  fight  and  this  fiscal  truce  to  en- 
able the  battle  to  be  won  for  Federation  by 
Sir  Edmund  Barton,  but  he  was  opposing 
Federation  all  the  time  himself. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  did  nothing  of 
the  kind. 

Mr.  REID. — Does  the  honorable  mem- 
ber say  that  he  never  opposed  Fe(^a- 
tion? 

Sir  WiLUAM  Ltne. — Yes;  but  I  did  it 
openly,  for  two  reascxis. 

Mr.  REID. — Of  course,  and  I  opposed 

it  at  one  stage  for  three.  The  hon- 
orable member  was  a  leading  champion  of 
the  anti-Bill  agitation,  and  then  calmly 
walked  into  office,  where  he  remained  for 
six  years  afterwards,  as  a  loyal  child  of 
Federation.  Noone(A>jectstothat.  I  simply 
point  to  it  as  a  case  of  patriotic  evolution. 
I  come  now  to  a  recent  point.  The  lumor- 
able  member  produced  the  other  night  a 
long  list  of  what  he  said  were  anomalies 
in  the  Custnns  Tariff  that  must  be  imme- 
diately rectified. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — And  I  am  going  to 
move  in  that  direction  shortlv.  also. 

Mr.  REID.— I  hope  I  shall  be  allowed 
to  proceed. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — I  hope  the  hraior- 
able  m^b^  will  be  allowed  to  tell  the 
truth. 

Mr.  REID. — The  honorable  member  tries 
hard  not  to  be  vulgar,  but  he  never  suc- 
ceeds. He  was  fearfully  in  earnest  about 
the  Tariflf  when  I  led  a  CoaIiti<Mi  Govern- 
ment. The  Tariff  was  the  burning  ques- 
tion of  the  day,  and  various  Chrirtmas 


dinners  were  said  to  be  in  je(q)ardy. 
But  within  a  short  time  afterwardf 
there  was  a  project  for  a  Govern- 
ment CMisisting  of  some  r«nnants  of 
the  honorable  member's  friends,  and  I  think 
a  majority  of  the  Labour  party.  It  came 
to  nothing,  but  there  was  a  project  of  that 
sort.  Where  would  the  honorable  mwnber's 
list  of  higher  duties  have  been  in  a  Govern- 
ment which  included  the  honorable  member 
for  West  Sydney,  the  honorable  member 
for  Coolgardie,  the  honorable  member  for 
Barrier,  and  Senator  Pearce? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  could  not  have 
passed  the  Tariff  without  the  help  of  the 
Labour  party. 

Mr.  REID.— May  I  say  that  to  the 
people  of  New  South  Wales?  Can  I  say 
that  the  honorable  member  for  West  Syd- 
ney helped  the  honorable  member  for 
Hume  to  pass  his  Protectionist  duties? 

Sir  William  Lvne.  —  The  honorable 
member  can  say  what  he  likes,  but  it  is  true 
that  I  would  not  have  got  the  Tariff  through 
without  the  help  of  the  Labour  party. 

Mr.  REID.— The  Labour  Protectionists 
were  to  be  at  liberty  to  carry 
out  their  views  to  the  fullest  extent, 
but  I  do  not  suppose  that  my  honor* 
able  friends  opposite  want  to  make  out  that 
the  Free  Traders  ot  the  Labour  party  are 
fiscal  atheists.  Surely  they  do  not  say  that 
the  Free  Trade  members  of  that  party  are 
mere  political  shams,  who,  under  cover  of 
a  profession  of  cme  principle,  would 
treacherously  bring  about  the  triumph  of 
another?  I  would  not  say  that  about  any 
member  of  the  Labour  party.  I  am  happy 
to  say  that  I  have  always  been  able  to 
give  the  members  of  the  Labour  party, 
personally,  every  credit  for  their  inde- 
pendents and  public  spirit.  I  have  never 
had  any  personal  quarrel  with  any  of 
them. 

Dr.  Maloney. — Who  could  quarrel  with 
the  right  honorable  member? 

Mr.  REID.— That  is  what  I  sav  of 
them,  but  the  worst  of  it  is  that  I  get  no- 
thing but  amiability  from  them.  However,  I 
would  rather  be  on  those  friendly  terms  with 

mv  fellow  members  than  occupy  any  office 
in  this  Parliament.  That  is  mv  idea  of  the 
pleasure  of  public  life.  I  do  not  propose 
to  range  over  the  whole  field  of  politics 
on  this  occasion,  but  I  think  I  ought  to 
refer  briefly  to  one  or^two  of.  the  great 
questions  of  th^gdiae-byLiOOgle 
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■  Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — The  right  honor- 
able member  has  not  done  with  me  yet, 
has  he? 

Mr.  REID.— Is  there  anythine  left  of 
the  honorable  member  ? 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — I  only  ask  that  the 
right  honorable  member  will  be  here  when 
1  replv  to  him.    I  will  scarify  him. 

Mr.'  REID.— I  hope  to  be  able  to  enjoy 
that  Insure,  and  I  will  not  interrupt  the 
honorable  member. 

Mr.  Johnson. — What  about  the  New 
South  Wales  tramways? 

Mr.  REID.  —I  am  obliged  to  the  hon- 
orable member  for  l.ani[  for  the  reminder, 
but  I  wanted  to  spare  the  honorable  mem- 
l)er  for  Hume  three  or  four  other  things. 
The  honorable  member  would  now  ^rmk 
with  honor  from  the  project  of  vesting 
eiUier  our  railways  or  our  tramways  in  a 
sj-ndicate  of  capitalists,  but  there  was  once 
a  strcHig  agitatim  in  Sydney,  represented 
by  a  number  of  private  individuals,  who 
wanted  to  take  over  the  tramways,  and 
had,  I  belie\'e,  the  money  ready  to  do  it 
Who  was  the  champion  at  that  time  of  the 
syndicate  of  capitalists  who  wished  to  run 
the  public  trams  of  that  city  ?  The  honor- 
able member  for  Hume. 
'  Sir  WiLiJAM  LvNE. — And  Mr.  Jaci 
Want. 

Mr.  REID.— Mr.  Want  has  gone  to  his 
Inst  account. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — He  and  I  were  to- 
gether.   T  said  so  the  other  night. 

Mr.  REID.— I  do  not  think  any  one 
ever  accused  my  lamented  friend,  John 
Want,  of  being  a  Radical  in  New  South 
Wales  politics. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — He  was  one  of  the 
greatest 

Mr.  REID.— Then,  on  the  question  of 
the  Sydney  trams,  the  honorable  member 

■  was  something;  else.  He  backed  up  that 
attempt  of  a  syndicate  to  transfer  the  trams 
from  a  public  to  a  private  ownership. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Twenty-four  years 
ago. 

Mr.  REID.— I  am  only  speaking  of  the 
po1itk:al  evolution  of  which  a  man  is  cap- 
'  able.    We  had  before  us  <me  of  the  most 
delightful    spedtnens    of  instantaneous 

•evolution  the  world  has  ever  seen  when  we 
were  debating  the  choice  of  a  Capital  site. 
The  honorable  member  at  that  time  was 
favouring  four  sites  at  the  same  time ! 
Thev  were  Albury,  Tumut.  anothei  with 
some  unpronounceable  name,  and  Tooma.  I 
^^^nk  Tooma  was  the  fourth  string. 


Sir  William  Lyne.  —  The  honorable 
member  is  wrong  again. 

Mr.  REID.— I  do  not  know  the  .lames 
of  these  places  but  the  honwable  member 
certainly  ad\-oci.tod  se\-eral  sites  in  his 
electorate.  He  \-oted  for  Albury*  as  the 
(Kily  site  for  the  Capital  of  Australia,  al- 
though for  weeks  before,  and  for  weeks 
after,  he  was  striving  for  Tximut.  That 
is  a  double-faced  sort  of  evolutitm  to  which 
I  did  not  think  the  honorable  member 
would  commit  himself.  Notoriously,  he 
was  asking  the  House  to  adopt  o/ne  site, 
and  when  Albury  was  put  forward  on 
the  first  ballot,  ciie  of  the  first  votes,  if 
not  the  only  one  for  it,  was  that  of  the 
honorable  member  himself.  Yet  he  had  no 
more  idea  of  standing  up  for  Albury  than 
he^  has  of  going  to  heaven.  It  is  only 
fair  to  say  that,  in  referring  to  the  honor- 
able member's  changes  of  public  opinion,  I 
am  simply  placing  him  on  the  ^ame 
pedestal  as  one  of  the  greatest  men  of  re- 
cent years — William  Ewart  Gladstone.  It  is 
not  necessarily  a  reflection  on  a  public  man 
to  sav  that  his  views  have  dianged.  I  be- 
lieve that  on  more  occasions  than  one  my 
own  views  have  dianged.  I  wish  now  to 
glance  briefly  at  one  or  two  of  the  lead- 
ing matters  before  us.  The  two  great  De- 
partments with  which  the  Fed«atioD 
was  intrusted  apart  from  the  Customs, 
were  those  of  Post  and  Telegraphs  and  De- 
fence. In  the  administrarion  of  those  two 
Departments  the  Federal  authority  has 
proved  an  abject  failure.  I  do  not  want 
to  put  the  blame  on  to  this  shoulder  or 
on  that.  But,  looking  bade  o\'er  the  past 
seven  years,  1  say  that  if  there  is  one  fact 
more  apparent  in  the  public  eye  than  an- 
other, it  is  that  the  Federal  Parliamoit  and 
Government  have  been  absolutely  incapable 
of  placing  the  Post  and  Telegraph  Depart- 
ment upon  a  sound  ba^s.  Now  that  we 
have  a  solid,  powerful  party  on  this  side, 
now  that  the  Prime  Minister  has  the  honour 
of  leading  so  large  a  number  of  men,  all 
of  whom,  I  believe,  he  will  find  loyally 
following  him — with  the  independence 
which  we  naturally  possess  as  members  of 
a  Liberal  party — now  that  he  has  the 
power,  now  that  he  is  surrounded  by  the 
colleagues  whom  I  see  before  me,  I  de- 
voutly trust  that  that  Department  will  be 
the  subject  of  one  or  two  reforms.  In  the 
first  place,  the  service  must  be  made  effi- 
cient. In  the  second  place,  the  revenue 
must,  be  made  suflSdent.  and.  in  making  the 
revenue  suflWent,D^i»a8ebj(ft»Qiiftgte  tele- 
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phones  most  should  pay  the_  most. 
The  one  refonn  that  is  wanted  to  make 
the  tel^hone  service  efficient,  and  to  put  it 
upon  a  proper  financial  basis,  is  that  those 
people  who  use  telephones  to  such  an  enor- 
mous extent  in  their  business  affairs,  should 
be  required  to  pay  a  proportionate  amount 
for  the  ser^'ices  rendered.  There  is  another 
principle,  in  harmony  witli  the  one  I  have 
just  put  forward,  which  ought  to  be  kept  in 
view.  In  adjusting  the  burdens  of  that 
Department,  a  sharp  discrimination  should 
be  exercised  in  favour  of  settlers  in  remote 
districts.  The  pioneer  class  of  Australia, 
who  are  out  in  the  bush,  cut  off  from  the 
comforts  of  great  centres  of  population,  I 
would  treat  with  the  utmost  liberality.  I 
pass  away  fran  that  subject  to  the  subject 
of  Defence.  I  think  we  shall  all  agree, 
without  endeavouring  to  locate  the  blame 
for  the  unfortunate  position,  that  the  De- 
partment of  Defence  is  another  whicli  has 
remaiiied  in  a  state  of  absolute  inefficiency. 
When  I  spoke,  a  few  months  ago,  looking 
upcHi  serious  danger  to  Australia  as  an 
affair  of,  perhaps,  ten  years  hence,  I  was 
ignorant  of  the  startling  developments  which 
ha\-e  since  come  to  light  with  reference  to, 
if  not  the  greatest  power,  certainly  the 
greatest  military  power  in  the  world.  I 
confess  now,  in  the  light  of  knowledge 
which  has  cfflne  to  me,  that  I  cannot  put  off 
for  ten  years,  the  grave  dangers  to  Aus- 
tralia to  whidi  I  referred.  I  feel  that 
they  are  more  pressing  than  I  thought  they 
were,  and  I  give  the  hawable  member  for 
West  Sydney  every  credit  for  seeing  much 
furtiier  ahead  than  I,  or  most  of  us,  did, 
The  honorable  member  for  years  has  had 
upon  the  business -paper  a  notice  of  motion 
which  I  stili  think  may  be,  perhaps,  going 
too  far ;  but  in  the  light  of  the  facts  as  we 
know  them  to-day,  I  cheerfully  acknow- 
ledge that  the  honorable  member  took  a 
course  for  which  be  deserves  public  thanks. 
He  deserves  every  credit  for  remarks  which 
he  m^,  but  whidi  I,  at  the  time,  thought 
to  be  entirely  overstrained.  The  fact  is 
that  the  qtiestion  of  defence  can  no  laiger 
he  treated  theoretically  ;  but  has  becrane  one 
of  immetliate  and  practical  importance.  I 
am  glad  that  an  Imjierial  Defence  Con- 
ference is  to  be  held.  Sotic  of  us  who  are 
not  military  or  naval  experts,  can  only 
learn  ns  other  laymen  do,  and  the  more  we 
leiirn  of  the  question  the  more  clearly  do  we 
see  th;it  Imperial  defence  is  just  as  much  an 
Austraiiafi  question  as  Australian  defence 
is  an  Imperial  questioi.  The  true  dangers 
do  not  lie  in  these  remote    seas ;  the 


decisive  battle  will  not  be  fought  here, 
but  near  the  very  Iwart  of  the  Jimpire. 
The  first  thing  we  have  to  remember  is 
that  the  fate  of  the  British  £mpire  will  be 
decided  in  a  few  hours,  many  thousands  of 
miles  away ,  by  means  of  terrible  en- 
gines of  war,  which  cannot  be  manu- 
factured at  a  moment's  notice.  We 
have  to  face  this  fact,  and  I  congratulate 
the  Minister  of  Defence  upon  being,  I  be- 
lieve, the  first  in  Australia  to  express  him- ' 
self  in  favour  of  holding  a  Conference.  It 
is  the  simple  truth,  I  think,  that  the  Min- 
ister of  Defence,  at  a  time  when  he  had  no 
idea  of  the  fate  in  store  for  him,  made 
an  earnest  plea  for  the  holding  of  an  Im- 
perial Defence  Conference.  But  tiiere  is 
one  lesson  we  do  not  need  to  go  to  an  Im- 
perial Conference  to  learn.  There  are  one 
or  two  simple  principles  by  which  we  can 
te^t  que.stions  of  militarv  administraticKi. 
Nearly  the  whole  merit  of  the  administra- 
tion of  our  Defence  Department  has  c«i- 
sisted  in  the  number  of  valuable  minutes 
written  by  Ministers.  We  have  the  most 
beautiful  schemes  and  magnificent  projects 
on  paper,  but  they  never  materialize.  But 
we  have  to  remember  that  if  we  are  really 
going  in  for  the  business  of  war,  and  pre- 
parations for  war,  we  must  have  something 
beyond  mere  skeleton  schemes  ot  defence. 
Our  regiments  of  infantry  and  artillery 
must  not  be  without  the  best  of  weapons 
and  proper  equipment,  <x  even  without  re- 
serve weapons  and  equipment,  in  readiness 
for  the  wicked  waste  of  war  if  that  calamity 
should  befall  us.  Anything  less  will  never 
mean  defence,  and  can  result  only  in  dis- 
aster. Overlapping  the  Commonwealth  and 
State  domains,  are  several  great  questions. 
There  are  the  questions  of  finance,  the  in- 
dustrial powers  of  the  States  and  the  Com- 
monwealth, and  immigration.  May  I  take 
the  libertv  of  saying  that  I  suppose  there  is 
not  a  more  earnest  believer  in  immigration  ; 
but  I  have  watched  with  \'er\  preat  dislike  a 
process  of  exaggerated  stat«nent  which  has 
amounted  to  positive  dereption.  I  do  not 
desire  to  see  people  lured  to  Australia  on 
false  pretences ;  I  do  not  desire  to  see  the 
lowest  methods  of  commercial  advertidng 
applied  to  the  great  affairs  of  this  country. 
I  feel  that  this  great  national  necessity  is  in 
.wrious  danger  of  being  discredited  by 
the  questionable  mothod.s  which  are 
being  employed  in  some  nuarters.  I 
am  glad  to  see  that  the  Minister  of  De- 
fence has  taken  up  in  real  earnest  the 
question  of  physical  culture,  ^^h  lies 
much  nearer  thi&f'l»U^bf  W^lfk  to  the 
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heart  of  the  problem  of  the  defence  of  this 
land.  But  there  is  a  still  higher  form  of 
enterprise,  either  of  State  or  Federal  con- 
cern, and  that  consists  in  the  development 
of  the  mental  resources  of  Australia.  When 
shall  we  realize  in  the  actual  affairs  of  go- 
vernment that  the  greatest  factor  in  the 
future  of  this  Oxitinoit,  is  not  to  be  found 
in  our  mineral  wealth,  the  richness  of  our 
soil,  or  the  size  of  our  territory  ?  The  real 
wealth  of  Australia  lies  more  within  the 
mental  powers  of  the  people  than  in  any 
other  sphere,  and  I  should  like  to  see  scmie 
sort  of  change  which  would  have  the  result 
that  there  could  not  be  superior  talent  in 
the  most  obscure  and  distant  hcHne  in  the 
bush  which  State  enterprise  could  not  reach, 
whose  path  it  would  not  smooth.  The 
greatest  task  of  all  in  the  building  of  this 
nation  is  the  task  of  developing  to  their 
highest  pitch  the  intellectual  possibilities  of 
the  people.  In  regard  to  the  Nwlh- 
ern  Territory,  I  desire  to  repeat  the 
statements  I  have  made  on  previous 
occasions.  I  have  looked  very  care- 
fully at  the  provisions  of  the  agree- 
ment, and  I  am  quite  prepared  to  repay 
to  South  Australia  every  penny  that  the 
Northern  Territory  has  cost  her.  But  I 
absolutely  decline  to  fetter  the  Common- 
wealth in  this  transaction  with  any  scheme 
of  railway  policy.  That  introduces  an 
element  into  the  transaction  which,  so  far 
as  I  can  at  present  see,  will  meet  with  the 
strongest  opposition  from  me. 

Mr.  PovNTON. — Then  South  Australia 
will  keep  the  Northern  Territory  ! 

Mr.  REID.— We  wish  her  well.  I  cer- 
tainly think  that  South  Australia  is  entitled 
to  every  penny  that  the  Territory  has  cost 
her ;  but  I  am  not  willing  to  tie  the  Com- 
nHHiwealth  to  !the  construction  of  1,100 
miles  of  railway  leading  from  nowhere  to 
nowhere. 

Mr,  Roberts. ^ — Regarded  in  the  light  of 
defence,  the  honorable  member  will  find 
tluit  the  railway  leads  to  the  front  door  of 
Australia. 

Mr.  REID. — ^Anv  Federal  argument  in 
favour  of  any  aspect  of  the  agreement  will 
receive  the  utmost  consideration  at  my 
hands ;  I  am  simply  guarding  my- 
self against  this  agreement  being  made 
use  of  for  the  purpose  of  effect- 
ing some  internal  purposes  of  State 
railway  service.  If  there  is  any  Federal 
justification  for  the  railway  I  shall  say  no 
more,  because  then  the  work  might  be  abso- 
lutely necessary.    It  is  right,  I  think,  to 


intrude  for  a  moment  on  what  may  be  con- 
sidered within  the  domain  of  State  politics. 
Honorable  members  opposite  have  in  their 
platform  a  very  strong  plank,  which  may 
be  brought  into  service  in  a  revenue 
producing  shape,  but  the  avowed  in- 
tent of  which  is  to  carry  out  the 
work  of  breaking  up  the  big  estates 
of  Australia.  I  £>not  think  the  CommoQ- 
wealth  has  the  cmstitutional  power  to  do 
this;  but,  although  a  member  of  the 
Federal  Parliament,  I  feel  I  am  entitled  to 
say,  in  the  most  public  way,  that  those  large 
landed  estates  must  either  be  taxed  out  of 
existence  or  resumed  out  of  existence. 
Without  any  reflection  on  the  owners,  many 
of  whom  have  dcwie  a  great  deal  to  build  up 
the  industrial  progress  of  Australia,  I  con 
sider  that  the  time  has  come  when  these 
estates  must  be  transformed  into  holdingi 
suitable  for  the  purposes  of  single  families. 
I  do  not  favour  the  taxing  process,  and  I 
shall  give  one  or  two  reasons  why.  In  the 
first  place,  as  coming  fr<Hn  us,  for  what  is 
really  the  supreme  purpose,  I  think  the 
taxation  is  beyond  our  powers. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  take  it  the  right 
honorable  gentleman  is  referring  to  large 
estates  near  centres  of  population  ? 

Mr.  REID.— I  do  not  pretend  to  enter 
into  any  details,  and  I  am  merely  u»ng 
general  terms. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — Did  the  right  honor- 
able member  not  say  some  time  ago  that  we 
had  the  power  ? 

Mr.  REID. — We  have  the  power  of  taxa 
tion — I  do  not  question  that  for  a  mcunent. 
We  have  the  power  of  direct  taxatitm,  xibkii 
includes  the  taxing  of  land  just  as  much 
as  it  does  the  taxing  of  incomes.  The 
only  point  I  make  is  that  the  breaking  up 
of  large  estates  is  a  matter  for  the  politioU 
evolution  of  the  States  themselves — that  it 
is  not  a  fiscal  question,  but  a  land  question, 
and  should  be  taken  up  by  the  States.  But 
I  would  say  that  those  in  the  States  who  do 
not  take  up  this  questicm  in  a  serious  light, 
do  not  deserve  for  a  moment  to  hold  the 
power.  My  objection  to  the  exercise  of  the 
taxing  power  is,  first,  that,  fox  the  object  of 
breaking  up  estates,  it  is  beytxid  our  pro- 
vince, and,  secondly,  that  it  is  altogether 
too  slow  and  Unsatisfactory  a  process.  The 
next  question  is  that  of  the  policy  of  resump- 
tion ;  and  I  entirely  believe  in  that  policy. 
But  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that,  as 
it  is  being  now  carried  out,  it  is  a  weak  and 
foolish  policy.  In  the  fiat  place,  it  is 
altogether  too  slovi;iiti9dti|iiji@D@gp&ce,  it 
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will  allow  the  evil  to  grow  again ;  and,  in 
the  third  i^Iace,  it  sets  up  the  values  of 
lands  which  have  not  been  resumed,  as 

against  the  State  itself. 

Mr,  Hughes. — When  will  the  right  hon- 
orable  member  join  us? 

Mr.  REID. — I  desire  to  show  my  honor- 
able friends  opposite  that  my  methods  are 
absolutely  diverse  from  theirs.  I  am  at 
one  with  them  in  recognising  the  gravity  of 
the  evil,  and  in  recognising  that  it  is  a 
curse  which  should  be  removed  frcun  the 
national  prospects  of  Australia.  I  wish 
to  say  that  my  proposal,  if  I  had  the  op- 
portunity to  submit  one,  mnild  follow 
roughly  these  lines:  In  the  first  place,  the 
poIic\  of  resuming  one  estate  after  another 
is  singularly  weak  and  inconclusive,  for  the 
reasons  I  have  mentioned.  Most  of  these 
estates  have  been  built  up  against  the  policy 
of  the  law — many  of  them  have  become 
large  estates  bv  a  manipulation  of  the  de- 
clared land  policy  of  the  country.  It  is 
easy  for  me,  not  being  in  State  politics,  to 
say  these  things,  but  I  take  the  full  re- 
sponsibility for  my  utterances.  I  should 
like  to  see  an  Act  passed  in  the  States  de- 
claring the  existence  of  these  large  estates 
to  be  contrary  to  public  policy — declaring 
that  every  one  of  them  will  be  gradually 
resumed,  and  that  if  the  owners  will  not 
voluntarily  subdivide,  so  as  to  unlock  those 
estates  for  the  benefit  of  Australians,  and 
of  people  coming  to  this  country,  the  States 
will  themselves  unlock  the  lands.  I  desire 
to  leave  to  the  owners  the  altematire  of 
dealing  with  the  lands  in  their  own  way. 

Mr.  Hughes. — ^Where  is  the  right  hon- 
orable gentleman's  red  flag? 

Mr.  REID. — When  an  honorable  men>- 
ber  has  strong  views  as  to  a  state  of  things 
which  is  not  good  for  the  country,  I  think  it 
is  his  duty  to  make  no  secret  of  those  views. 

Mr.  Hughes. — Look  at  the  solemn  faces 
on  the  Government  side ! 

Mr.  REID.— All  I  can  say  is  that  I  have 
ten  times  more  hope  of  seeing  this  thing 
done  under  Liberal  auspices  than  under 
Socialist  auspices. 

Mr.  Webster. — Does  the  right  honorable 
member  refer  to  the  present  Government 
when  he  talks  of  "  Liberal  auspices  "  ? 

Mr.  REID. — I  regret  to  say  that  a  large 
multitude  assembled  again  tb-day  to  listen 
to  a  continuance  of  the  speech  of  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Gwydir,  and  that  they 
have  been  bitterly  disappointed. 

Mr.  Webster. — I  do  not  think  that  is 
quite  correct 


Mr.  REID. — In  view  of  my  previous 
lemarks  about  physical  culture,  let  me  say 
to  my  honorable  friend  that  I  never  saw  a 

more  magnificent  proof  of  physical  culture 
than  the  honorable  member  gave  us  during 
those  memorable  nine  hours.  My  only  re- 
gret is  that  the  mental  equipment  was  not 
commensurate  with  the  phyKcal  training. 

Mr.  Webster. — I  ha.ve  in  my  hands  at 
this  moment  proof  to  the  contrary. 

Mr.  REID.— r  hope  the  honorable  mem- 
ber will  forgive  me  if  I  have  wounded  his 
feelings.  But  to  return  to  the  land  ques- 
tion, what,  may  I  ask,  is  at  the  root  of  the 
evil  ?  What  has  been  the  main  animating 
feature  of  land  owning  and  the  aggrega- 
tion of  large  estates?  At  the  heart  of 
that  aggregation  is  the  magnificent  oppor- 
tunity that  it  offers  to  reap  wealth  out  of 
the  national  energies  and  the  national  de- 
velopment. I  think  that  in  any  Bill  such 
as  that  I  have  mentioned  there  should  be 
a  clause  providing  that  the  value  of  the 
land  to  be  gradually  resumed  shall  in  no 
case  exceed  the  value  at  the  time  of  the 
passing  of  the  Act.  That  would  take  the 
heart  out  of  the  practice  of  holding  on  to 
the  land,  and  for  the  future,  at  all  events, 
we  should  have  none  of  the  increment  de- 
rived from  the  employment  of  the  energies 
and  wealth  of  the  State  going  into  the  hands 
of  those  who  passess  that  which  is  the  main 
factor  of  all  human  wealth  and  national 
prosperity.  I  wish  now  to  refer  to  charges 
that  have  been  made  by  the  Opposition 
against  honorable  members  on  this  ^de,  im- 
plying that  the  forces  of  the  new  fusion  will 
be  used  for  the  purpose  of  aggrandizing  the 
wealthier  classes  of  the  community. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts. — Look  at  the  Em- 
ployers' Federatioi. 

Mr  REID.— May  I  suggest  to  the  hon- 
orable member  that  it  is  most  unfair  to 
stigmatize  a  whole  party  by  the  name  of  a 
particular  office  that  one  member  of  it  may 
occupy?  How  intensely  indignant  m«n- 
bers  of  the  Labour  party  are  when  a  quo- 
tation from  Marx,  Bebel,  or  some  other 
eminent  Socialist,  is  said  to  represent  their 
views.  My  honorable  friends  have  often 
just  reason  to  complain  of  the  use  that  is 
made  of  such  writings. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts. — ^The  ri^t  honorable 
member  has  played  his  part  in  that  sort  of 
thing. 

Mr.  REID.— On  the  contrary,  I  have 
always  taken  the  opposite  view.  I  have 
always  endeavoured  to  ^  keep  the  fight 
against  SociaIisB(^i,ifjf^fg)©ag)lenj"stice 
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at  that  kind,  because  I  know  that  there 
are  vienvs  exi»essed  leading  Continental 
Socialists  that  are  entirely  repugnant  to 
the  beliefs  and  policy  of  the  habom  party 
of  Australia.  It  is  equally  unfair  to  brand 
a  ^hole  party  with  the  fact  that  some  par- 
ticular member  of,  that  party  happens  to 
be  this  or  that.  Just  as  we  have  in  this 
great  Liberal  party  some  who  lag  too  far 
behind,  so  my  honorable  friends  of  the 
Labour  party  have  among  them  some  who 
go  too  fast.  What  do  the  Socialists  sav  of 
the  Labour  party  ?  Do  the)-  not  denounce 
its  members  as  fadng-both-ways — as  con- 
temptible shams,  pretending  to  believe 
in  Socialiar.,  but  not  having  the 
pluck  to  declare  themselres?  My  honor- 
able friends  had  better  !ook  nearer  home; 
they  will  find  supporting  them  at  election 
time  a  number  of  anarchists.  Yet  who 
wo^ld  dream  of  branding  the  Labour  party 
as  anarcliists  because  a  few  anarchists 
support  them  as  against  us?  It  would  I>e 
grossly  unfair  to  do  so,  and  it  is  equally 
unfair  to  attick  any  other  great  party  on 
lumilar  grounds.  It  is  a  mean  way  of  try- 
ing to  carry  on  a  political  fight. 

Mr.  Hughes. — It  is  done  by  a  member 
of  the  honorable  member's  party  now. 

Mr.  REID. — We  have  not  the  easy  way 
of  manufacturing  a  political  conscience  that 
honorable  memters  opposite  have.  They 
are  the  creatures  of  a  political  Litany 
enforced  by  Athanasian  penalties.  The 
planks  of  a  hirge  platform  are  read 
out  to  them  one  by  one,  and  they  are  asked 
to  take  their  choice.  Thev  are  told  :  "  If 
>ou  accept  every  one  of  these  planks,  just 
as  Ave  have  put  them  to  you,  your  calling 
and  election  is  sure ;  but  if  you  will  not 
acre]it  all  these  planks,  if  you  will  not  ac- 
cept them  as  the  voice  of  your  political 
conscience  and  your  political  judgment,  you 
must  be  everlastingly  damned."  That  is 
tlte  position  of  the  T.abour  partv.  Tlicir 
policy  and  their  brains  are  found  for  them  : 
their  conscience  is  found  for  them,  and  if 
tlifv  stray  a  single  hnir's  breadth  off  cue 
of  those  planks  thoy  fall  into  the  sea  of 
political  jjerdition. 

Mr.  Roberts. — Would  to  heaven  some 
f'ne  would  find  a  policv  for  honoral-Ie  m^m- 
IxTS  opposite. 

Mr.  REID.  -  ^f,■^v  I  point  n.it  v.h.it 
an  easy  sort  of  yiew  niv  h^)no'.*bie 
friends  hive  when  tliev  .ipeak  as 
they  do  of  my  honorable  friend,  the  raem- 
\kt  for  Fawkner,  who  happens  to  be  presi- 
dent of  the  Employers*  Federaticm?  My 


answer  to  them  is  that  he  was  president  of 
that  Federation  when  a  majority  of  the 
electors  in  his  ctmstituency  returned  him 
to  this  House.  There  is  one  employe-  to 
every  ninety-nine  workers  in  the  C:.mmcn- 
wealth,  and  what  a  manly,  fearless  policy  it 
is  to  gird  at  each  of  these  isolated  iridi\-id- 
uals  as  a  cliild  of  Satan,  and  to 
speak  of  e^'ery  worker  as  the  unspotted  child 
of  righteousness  !  Imagine  what  I  could  do 
with  material  of  that  kind  if  I  were  on  the 
other  side !  At  the  last  genera]  e!ectic«i  my 
opponent,  Mr.  West,  polled  remarkably 
well.     I  have  never  had  a  Qxmnittee  for 

twenty  years  

Mr.  j.  H.  Catts.— He  will  poll  better 
next  time. 

REID.— Let  us  hope  that  he  will. 
I  know  that  I  shall  do  so.  I  ^all 
see  to  that.  Honorable  members  opposite 
talk  of  the  resoitrces  of  plutocracy  being  at 
the  disposal  of  our  candidates,  but  in  con- 
nexion with  the  great  contest  in  East 
Sydney  at  the  last  general  election.  I  was 
astonished  to  see  the  streets  filled  with 
motors,  cabs,  and  <»nnibuses,  all  for  the 
supporters  of  the  imspotted  son  of  right- 
eousness. T  an*,  sometimes  described  as  the 
friend  of  the  capitalist,  and  of  the  em- 
plovers— mv  enemies  have  always  so  des- 
crilit'<l  me  in  the  pnliiiral  arena — but  at  the 
last  general  election,  I  had  not  a  vehicle 
working  for  me  until  about  2  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  when  some  one  sent  along  a 
couple. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts. — The  right  honora*"le 
member's  friends  had  plenty. 

Mr.  REID.— But  they  did  not  send 
them.  Unfortunately  the  children  of  mam- 
mon supplied  motors  for  the  opposition  can- 
didate. After  all,"  the  sooner  we  recognise 
fairly  and  manfully  what  is  the  real  line 
of  cleavage  between  honorable  members  op- 
po.site.  and  those  on  this  side  of  the  House, 
the  better.  The  real  line  of  cleavage  is  the 
line  between  those  who  believe  in  develop- 
ment bv  private  enteq)rise  as  against  those 
who  ,l)elieye  in  de^'clopment.  in  the  indus- 
trial world,  by  State  monopolies.  Th.it  is 
the  line  of  cleavage.  There  are.  on 
this  side  of  the  House,  men  who  are  just 
as  genuine  in  their  love  of  Australia — 
just  as  keen  in  their  instincts  of  humanity 
— as  is  any  honorable  memlw  opposite. 
But  a  hroa  d  1  i  ne  d  i  vides  us .  The 
question  that  separates  us  is,  whether 
the  (leveloixnent  of  Australia  on  lines 
of  private  enterprise  is  the  right  method 
of  development,  or  whether  the  industrial 
development  of  ?i9i^^9i;M^^Dnes  of 
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State  control,  is  the  proper  oiie.  There  is  a 
broad  principle  involved,  and  it  is  upon  that 
the  battle  must  be  fought.  I  was  suspected 
of  some  sort  of  disposition  to  run  counter 
to  the  fusion ;  but  there  is  no  man  in  Aus- 
tralia who  ought  to  be  prouder  of  the  fu^on 
than  I  should  be,  since  I  laid  its  foundation 
in  the  battle  that  I  fought  befwe  the  elec- 
tors three  years  ago.  It  was  then  that  I  called 
for  an  alliance  between  Free  Traders  and 
Protectionists,  sinking  the  fiscal  issue,  in 
order  to  fight  what,  in  my  opinion,  was  the 
groatest  battle  of  all :  the  battle  of  those 
who  l  elieve  in  the  developn-.ent  of  Australia 
by  private  enterprise  as  against  those  who 
believe  in  development  by  State  m<Miopoly. 
Whilst  there  are  wrongs  to  be  redressed,  I 
iM'iieve  in  using  to  the  utmost  the  power  of 
Parliament  to  redress  them ;  whilst  there  are 
abuses  which  ought  to  be  suppressed,  I 
Ixjlieve  in  the  right  and  power  of  ParlLa- 
■nent  to  suppress  than.  But  if  honorable 
members  study  the  genius  of  the  human 
race,  in  its  last  analysis,  I  think  they  will 
find  that  the  evolution  will  be,  not  towards 
more  and  more  State  interference,  but  to- 
wards less  and  less.  I  can  imagine  a  time 
of  elevation  and  expansion  <in  human  des- 
tiny, in  which,  of  all  artificial- conttirances, 
that  of  the  State  will  least  promote  the 
genuine  happiness  and  welfare  of  mankind, 
i  wish,  in  conclusion,  to  offer  a  few  re- 
marks that  I  hope  will  be  considered  by 
honorable  members  on  al  I  sides  of  the 
House,  and  I  think  thev  will  allow  ir.e  to 
pn-sLtme  so  far  as  to  make  the  suggestion  I 
propose  to  make.  Whilst  I  can  quite 
understand  the  resentment  shown  by  mem- 
liers  of  the  Labour  partv  on  the  occurrence 
recently  of  what  to  them  were  startling 
changes,  I  hope  that  that  personal  aspect  of 
the  fight  has  passed  away.  Since  we  are  on 
the  threshold  of  the  greatest  battle  ever 
fought  in  Australian  history,  we  might  well 
be  content  to  fight  that  battle  outside  when 
the  proper  time  comes.  In  the  meantime, 
we  might  all  for  once  recognise  the  inte- 
rests of  the  great  masses  of  the  Australian 
community,  and  in  the  few  months  that 
are  left  to  us  this  session  endeavour  along 
lines  of  broad  patriotism — not  dealing 
with  questiais  that  arouse  keen  party  con- 
flict— to  do  scMnething  for  the  benefit  of  the 
whole  community  in  connexitm  with  ques- 
tions of  pressing  urgency  and  importance. 

Sir  WiLLiAH  Ltne. — r  wish  to  make  a 
personal  explanaticm,  and  to  refer  to  seve- 
ral points  in  respect  of  which  the  right 
honorable  member  for  East  Sydney  mis- 
represented me  in  the  speedi  that  he  has 
just  cmcluded.   The  right  hooorable  mem- 


ber had  a  brief  prepared  for  him  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Pairamatta. 

Mr;  Joseph  Cook. — I  prepared  no  brief 
for  him.    The  statement  is  inccKrect 

Sir  WiLUAX  Lyne. — The  right  honor- 
able member  went  bade  to  the  years  1885 
and  1887,  and  accused  me  of  then  bdng 
a  Free  Trader,  and  of  making  statements 
that  showed  that  I  was  a  Free  Trader. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  however,  he  did  not 
quote  one  statement  made  bv  me  to  the 
effect  that  I  was  in  favour  of  Free  Trade. 
He  quoted  remarks  of  Sir  George  Dibbs 
ot  Sir  Patrick  Jennings,  but  he  did  not 
quote  mine.  I  was  in  two  Ministries  be- 
fore the  fiscal  questioir  arose.  When  Sir 
Patrick  Jennings  proposed  duties  of  5  j>er 
cent. ,  it  was  the  sectmd  occasiw)  that  duties 
of  that  kind  were  proposed  in  New  South 
Wales.  I  think  some  such  duties  were 
proposed  years  before,  but  of  this  I  am  not 
.sure.  I  was  a  Minister,  but  not  Trea- 
surer, in  the  Government  of  the  day.  The 
h<Miorable  member  has  not  proved  that  I 
wa-s  ever  a  Free  Trader.  T  never  was  a 
Free  Trader  after  the  fiscal  question  was 
raised. 

Sir  John  Fobbest. — The  ripht  honorable 
member  said  that  the  honorable  member 

was  in  a  Free  Trade  Government. 

Sir  William  Lyne.  —  He  said  that 
I  was  a  Free  Trader.  He  stated,  too, 
that  I  was  in  favour  of  selling  the  Sydney 
tramways.  He  did  not  explain  that,  at 
the  time,  very  few  lines  were  in  operation, 
that  what  was  proposed  followed  the  Vic- 
torian lead,  and  that  then  we  had  nothing 
else  to  Ruide  us. 

Mr.  TuDOB. — It  was  a  very  bad  lead 
to  follow. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  wa's  in  favour  of 
selling  the  Sydnev  tramways,  because  the 
Victorian  tramways  were  giving  a  good  sser- 
vice  under  private  enterprise. 

^f  r .  F I SHER .  — The  honorable  member 
soon  regretted  what  he  had  done. 

Sir  William  Lyne.  —  Yes.  and  I 
have  never  since  spoken  in  favour  of  the 
proposal.  The  right  honorable  member 
said  that  T  had  received  a  deputation  from 
railwav  emplov^s.  and  refused  to  acknow- 
ledge their  union.    That  is  not  true. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber must  not  say  that. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — It  was  not  correct, 
as  the  records  will  proi-e. 

Mr.  Reid. — ^What  I  said  was  that  the 
hcmorable  member  would  not  allow  the 
association  to  deal  wjthfr&W^lpav  and 
hours  of  labour,  ^^^^y^^^l^' 
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Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne.  —  It  is  about 
twenty  years  ^nce  the  application  was  made 
to  me,  the  depittation  being  introduced  by 
Mi.  Schey.  I  think  I  agreed  to  all  its 
proposals  but  two,  which  were  afterwards 
agreed  to.  That  was  my  action  in  regard 
to  a  new  question,  about  which  I  had  then 
little  knowled^.  The  right  honorable 
member  misrepresented  me.  He  spoke  of 
the  proposal  to  impose  duties  of  5  per 
cent,  as  a  Free  Trade  proposal.  He  forgot 
to  say  that,  later  c»i,  the  Dibbs  Govern- 
ment imposed  duties  of  10  and  15  per 
cent.,  which  were  regarded  as  Protectiraust, 
and  that  ever  since  I  have  been  in  the  van 
of  the  Protectionist'cause.  He  stated  that 
I  voted  against  a  Bill  to  prevent  rotten 
ships  from  going  to  sea. 

Mr.  Reid. — Nothing  of  the  kind.  I 
read  from  Hansard  the  hcffiorable  member's 
own  words. 

Mr.  WiLKs.— Why  not  move  that  Han- 
sard be  burned? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  again  call  attention 
to  the  gross  irregularity  of  interjections 
while  personal  explanations  are  b^ng 
made.  I  hope  that  honorable  gentlemen 
will  remember  this.  I  should  regret  very 
much  to  take  further  action,  but  I  shall 
be  compelled  to  do  so  if  the  standing  order 
is  not  respected. 

Sir  William  Lyne.  —  The  right  hon- 
orable member  said  that  I  voted  to  ct»npel 
seamen  to  give  notice,  before  g<nng  to  sea, 
that  their  vessels  were  rotten.  The  pro- 
vision for  which  I  voted  required  sailors 
who  knew  that  their  ships  were  rotten  to 
give  notice  of  the  fact  beifore  going  to  sea. 
If  n  man  did  not  know  that  his  ship  was 
rotten,  how  could  he  give  notice?  In  1897, 
following  on  the  right  honorable  member's 
five  years'  term  of  cffice,  I  passed  the  most 
stringent  Act  to  prevent  rotten  ships  from 
being  sent  to  se.T.  I  did  that  without  his 
assistance.  One  or  two  rotten  ships  may  since 
have  been  purchased,  to  be  sent  to  sea  and 
sunk,  but  in  the  year  before  the  Act  was 
pa.ssed  no  fewer  than  eight  such  vessels  had 
been  sent  out  from  Newcastle  and  lost.  The 
right  honorable  gentleman  referred  to  the 
Early  Closing  Act,  in  connexion  with  the 
f)assing  of  which  he  fought  me  night  after 
night.  I  should  not  have  passed  that  Act 
had  it  not  been  for  the  assistance  of  the 
Labour  party  of  New  South  Wales. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I   supported  the 

honorable  member  all  through. 

Sir  WiLUAM  I.VNE.  —  The  right  hon- 
orable member  said  that  I  intrigued  with 
the  Labour  party  to  put  him  out  of  power. 


I  did  not  do  so,  and  I  have  repeatedly 
denied  that  I  did.  The  right  hoD(»abte 
member  was  put  out  of  office  because  be 
bn^e  a  sc^emn  promise  not  to  pay  a  ca- 
tain  member,  who  is  now  a  senatw,  the  sum 
of  £569, 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber must  not  introduce  new  matter. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — ^The  Labour  party 
joined  with  me  in  putting  the  right  bocxM:- 
able  member  out  of  office,  for  no  other  rea- 
son than  because  he  had  broken  his  pro- 
mise to  the  House.  He  accused  me  of 
having  played  fast  and  loose  with  Sir 
Edmund  Barton.  There  are  ^hose 
here  who  know  what  happened.  I  never 
played  false  with  any  one.  Sir  Edmund 
Barton  was  not  the  fighting  man  who  was 
then  needed  in  State  politics.  He  led  for 
a  month  or  six  weeks,  but  there  would  have 
been  no  real  Opposition  under  his  leader- 
ship, and  therefore  the  party  chose  me,  not 
because  I  intrigued  for  the  position,  but 
because  I  was  ready  to  take  forceful  action. 
I  think  that  I  have  now  pretty  conclusively 
explained  the  matters  wherein  I  was  misre- 
presented, nnd,  in  conclusion,  sir,  I  can 
only  point  to  tfie  satire  of  calling  the  party 
opposite  the  Liberal  party. 

Mr.  STORRER  <Ba85)  [4.20].— I  have 
never  felt  more  disappcunted  at  anything 
which  has  taken  place  under  Federation 
than  at  what  has  taken  place  here  during 
the  last  few  weeks.  During  the  five  and 
a  half  years  I  have  occupied  a  seat  in 
the  House,  I  have  been  disappointed  at  the 
small  amount  of  business  which  has  been 
transacted.  Why  ?  Because  of  the  sys- 
tem of  party  politics  we  have ;  the  excess 
to  ivhich  party  politics  are  pushed,  and  the 
frequent  introduction  of  New  South 
Wales  politics  into  our  deliberations. 
I  recognise  that  it  is  very  difficult 
for  any  one  to  follow  the  honor- 
able member  for  East  Sydney.  He 
always  attracts  a  good  house,  oy  reason  of 
the  humor  he  introduces  into  his  speeches 
and  the  ability  he  displays  in  many  things, 
especially  in  quoting  from  Hansard  extracts 
which  suit  his  particular  point,  and  leav- 
ing out  those  things  which  do  not. 
misrepresenting,  by  that  method,  state- 
ments whirh  have  been  made.  I  feel 
At  somewhat  of  a  disadvantage  knowing  that 
the  entertainment  for  the  day  has  come  to 
an  end,  and  that  the  audience  is  getting 
rather  tired  of  listening  to  debate  upon  the 
present  position  of  public  business.  If  the 
Commonwealth  is  to  achieve  the  progress 
and  prosperity  which  should  distinguish  a 
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young  country,  the  House  will  have  to  ex- 
clude from  its  deliberations  personalities 
and  State  politics.  And  just  as  we  are  not 
expected  to  refer  to  another  place  in  con- 
nexion with  the  Parliament,  so  I  consider 
that  it  would  be  a  very  good  thing  if  we 
were  prohibited  from  'dealing  here  with  State 
politics  and  the  history  01  Australia. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^Who  began  that  in 
this  debate? 

Mr.  STORRER.— I  do  not  desire  any 
interjections  from  the  honorable  member, 
because  I  know  his  ability  at  putting 
speakers  off  the  thread  of  their  arguments. 
He  is  a  very  old  politician,  and  very  skil- 
ful in  the  art  of  interjecting  and  defend- 
ing his  own  party.  It  is  not  for  me  to 
say  who  introduced  State  politics  and  his- 
torical allusions  into  this  debate^  I  know 
that  a  lot  of  blame  is  attached  to  the 
Labour  party  for  "  st<»ie-walling."  I  know 
that,  i<x  mere  party  purposes,  the  Labour 
par^  is  accused  of  cvstruction  by  certain 
newspapers.  When  I  sat  on  a  Min- 
isterial bench  for  four  days  and  four 
nights,  without  being  able  to  go  to  my 
hcHne,  who  was  obstructing  the  bimness  of 
the  Commonwealth  ?  Many  members  of 
this  Ministry  were  then  obstructing  the  pre- 
sent Prime  Minister.  If  He  at  that  time  was 
right,  how  is  it  that  the  then  Oppositicm 
have  gone  over  to  his  side?  Is  it  because 
they  have  been  attracted  by  the  fruits  of 
oflSce  or  power,  by  the  loaves  and  fishes? 
Or  was  fhe  party  I  was  then  supporting 
wrong?  If  we  are  to  conduct  the  affairs 
of  the  Commonwealth  with  business  method 
the  sooner  we  get  rid  of  many  of  our  pre- 
sent practices  the  better.  A  short  time 
ago  the  honorable  member  for  Bal- 
larnt  was  sitting  on  the  Opposition 
bench ,  and  when  the  F  ishcr  Govern- 
ment brought  dow  n  a  Gove  r  nor-  Gen  - 
eral's  speech  of  thirty-two  clauses,  he 
said  that  it  was  only  intended  for  the  shop 
window,  that  it  contained  many  clauses 
which  could  not  be  dealt  with  during 
this  session .  B  ut  the  other  evening 
he  laid  upCHi  the  table  of  the  House  a 
memorandum  containing  thirty- four  pro- 
posals. If  the  speech  was  intended  for 
the  shop  window,  was  not  his  own  memor- 
andum also  intended  for  the  shop  window, 
rather  than  for  practical  purposes  ?  It 
only  shows  how  some  men  change 
their  view  with  their  position  in  the 
House.  When  a  man  is  sitting  on 
the  Oppositioi  bench  he  will  say  anything 
and  everything  against  the   actiois,  the 


motives,  and  the  policy  of  the  Adrainistra- 
ti<Mi,  but  as  soon  as  he  gets  a  place  on  the 
Treasury  bench  he  will  bring  forward  a 
policy  containing  a  number  of  similar 
items,  as  the  Prime  Minister  has  done  in 
his  memorandum. 

Mr.  King  O'Mallev. — That  is  the  curse 
of  party  politics. 

Mr.  STORRER.— It  is  the  curse  of 
party  politics,  and  imtil  the  people  awake 
to  a  sense  of  their  responsibility,  and  to  the 
amount  of  taxation  which  is  put  upon 
them  l)y  reason  of  party  politics,  the 
system  will  be  continued.  Unfortunately, 
we  have  to  sit  on  one  side  of  the  House 
or  the  other,  because  there  is  no  middle 
position.  I  may  be  accused  of  sitting  on  a 
rail  or  doing  s<xnething  of  that  sort,  but  it 
does  not  matter  to  me.  I  believe  that  evwy 
honorable  member  should  accept  the  re- 
sponsibility of  his  own  acticxi,  and  should 
not  be  bound  hand  and  foot  to  one  side 
ot  the  other.  A  short  time  ago  the 
honorable  member  for  East  Sydney  twitted 
the  honorable  niember  for  Hume  with  being 
a  Free  Trader,  because  his  leader  was  a 
Free  Trader.  Are  we  to  understand  that 
every  honorable  member  who  sits  on  the 
Government  side  to-day  is  a  Protecticmist 
because  the  leader  of  that  side  is  a  Pro- 
tectionist ?  It  is  most  peculiar  to  hear  these 
taunts  Bung  at  different  honorable  mem- 
bers, because  their  leader  happens  to  advo- 
cate one  thing  or  the  other.  If  we  desire 
to  do  our  business  in  an  expeditious  way, 
so  that  we  may  be  able  to  return  to  our 
homes  from  time  to  time  and  ascer- 
tain the  wants  of  our  constituents, 
we  shall  have  to  get  rid  of  a 
number  of  these  long  tedious  speeches. 
In  travelling  about  the  country  a  short  time 
ago  the  Prime  Minister  said  that  the  old- 
age  pensions  were  in  danger,  as  there  was 
not  enough  money  with  which  to  pay  them. 
Yet  before  he  was  in  office  a  week  or  two, 
and  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  Parlia- 
ment was  to  meet  in  about  a  fortnight,  he 
transmitted  a  cablegram  promising  a 
Dreadnought  or  its  equivalent  to  the  people 
of  England,  thereby  showing  that  accord- 
ing to  his  view  there  was  plenty  of  money 
at  the  disposal  of  the  Ccanmon wealth. 
What  is  the  position?  Although  the  Go- 
vernment have  made  that  offer  to  the*  Old 
Country,  we  find  that  our  volunteers  have 
not  enough  rifles  to  use,  that  ammunition 
is  very  scarce,  the  inference  being  that  we 
have  not  enough  money  available  even  for 

def»i(fUng  Australia  as  itft^Mrttc^  <^ 
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Mr.  McWiLUAMS. — They  could  not 
take  one-half  of  the  cadets  to  the  encamp- 
ment. 

Mr.  STORRER.— Cadets  could  not  go 
to  the  encampment  because  we  had  not 
sufficient  funds  for  the  purpose,  while  we 
could  offer  ;^2,ooo,ooo  to  the  Old 
Country.  It  had  not  asked  for  the  gift, 
which  was  not  reallv  needed.  Unfor- 
tunately, I  cannot  say  much  regarding  the 
Postmaster-General's  Department  whilst  I 
am  a  member  of  the  Postal  Commission. 
I  propose  to  deal  with  a  few  matters  which 
concern  my  district,  and  if  I  should  ap- 
pear to  be  parochial,  it  is  simply  owing  to 
the  fact  that  I  do  not  wish  to  deal  with  the 
larger  and  wider  question  of  administra- 
tion and  management  at  the  present  time. 
In  my  diiitrict  there  is  one  post-office  which 
shows  a  proBt  of  ^400.  The  town  wishes 
to  connect  with  another  town  across  the 
river,  and  only  six  miles  away,  by  means 
of  a  postal  sernce.  at  a  cost  of  eijrht  or 
ten.  or  perhaps  fifteen,  pounds  a  year. 
But  the  people  cannot  obtain  that  connexion 
because  of  tlie  starvation  system  which 
obtains.  In  other  country  districts  the 
school  teachers  have  offered  to  take  charge 
of  papers  and  letters  for  the  parents  of  the 
children,  but  the  Deputy  Postmaster- Gene- 
ral has  gone  on  the  huckstering  principle 
of  offering  to  give  the  whole  of  the  re- 
veni;e  received  to  the  postmistresses  for 
looking  after  the  service.  That,  I  contend, 
is  a  very  peculiar  attitude  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  take  up.  It  was  not  adopted  in 
connexion  with  the  construction  of  the  tele- 
phone from  Melbourne  to  Sydnev.  I  was  very 
p!ea.-«'d  to  hear  the  honorable  member  for 
K.i.st  Sydney  speak  as  he  did  in  reference 
to  the  aecommodation  of  outlving  districts. 
When  a  service  is  required  in  Melbcmrne  or 
Sydney,  no  question  is  asked  as  to  whether 
it  will  pay.  Throughout  Queensland  there 
are  hundreds  of  places  where  the  services 
are  not  paying,  although  those  places  are 
quite  entitled  to  have  them ;  yet  we  in  Tas- 
minia  cannot  get  a  service  costing  j£io  or 
because  there  is  no  money  available, 
aliii'Hifjli  we  are  suppa'^ed  to  be  able 
lo  afford  t<»  ^'we  ^2,000,000  to  the 
Old  Country  to  hu\  a  Dreadnought. 
I  haj-e  often  mentioned  the  subject  of  wire- 
less telegraphy.  Some  two  years  ago  the 
Ciovernment  put  on  the  Estimates  ^10,000 
for  the  establishment  of  wireless  telegraphy 
stations  in  Australia,  but  last  year  the 
money  was  struck,  off.  I  asked  the  then 
Postmaster-General,  the  honorable  member 


for  Marib]mK)ng,  if  it  was  amply  a  poB- 
tical  placard,  or  whether  be  meant  bns- 
ness.     He  said  there  was  no  pc^tica] 

placard  in  his  Department ;  but  it  appears 
now  that  there  was  in  that  instance.  Ever^ 
one  who  has  read  what  has  taken  place  in 
the  world  recently  knows  the  advantage  of 
wireless  telegraphy  to  Australia  for  dip- 
ping purposes.    There  lie  between  Victoria 
and  Tasmania  King  Island  and  Flinders 
Island,  which  have  no  communication  with 
the  mainland.     Yet  nothing  is  being-  done 
to  provide  it  for  them.    They  have,  or  are 
supposed  to  have,  a  mail  service  once  in 
three  weeks,  but  they  have  no  cable  or 
wireless  telegraphy,  and  if  a  storm  arises 
they  can  hold  no  ctHnmunication  with  the 
mainland  for  weeks,  as  I  have  known  to 
happen  in  the  past     If  there  is  a  wrec^  1 
there,  they  have  no  means  of  notifying  tiie 
people  on  the  mainland  of  what  has  hap- 
pened.   I  say,  therefore,  that  the  Govern- 
ment were  not  justified  in  giving  away 
;£'2, 000,000  when  a  small  service  of  that 
kind  cannot  be  provided  for  the  people. 
Wireless   telegraphy    has   already    saved  ' 
manv    lives    in    peril    upOT    the  oc^an, 
and   is   capable  of   saving   many  more. 
VVe    have    had    an    intimation    that  the 
Union  Steam-ship  Company  are  quite  will- 
ing to  establish  wireless  telegraphy  on  the 
whole  of  thar  large  fleet  as  soon  as  stations 
are  established  on  the  land.    Of  course,  it 
is  of  no  iise  on  the  ships  unless  there  is  an 
installation  on  the  land  to  communicate 
with.     I  trust  that  at  an  early  date  the 
Commonwealth    will    establish  a  wireless 
telegraphy  service  for  the  safety  of  the 
people  as  well  as  for  the  benefit  of  those 
who  live  in  isolated  positions.     When  I 
entered  the  House,  I  thought  that  we  should 
deal  in  a  bu^ess-like  way  with  questions 
like  that  of  uniform  p(»tage  stamps,  but 
recently,  when  in  Queensland,  I  bought  a 
few  more  stamps  than  I  required,  and  they 
are  in  my  pocket-book  still,  for  they  are  of 
no  use  to  me  in  any  other  State.     A  com- 
mercial traveller,  when  in  any  particular 
State,  must  buy  only  the  exact  number  off 
stamps  that  he  requires,  or  make  a  loss  on 
them.     What  an  absurdity  that  is  in  a 
country  which  is  supposed  to  be  federated  1 
We  know  that  it  is  on  account  of  the  bodc- 
keeping  systan  which  is  at  jKesent  in  vogoe, 
but  surely  the  States  are  not  so  narrow- 
minded  that  they  will  not  accept  one  an- 
other's stamps?     This  is  one  of  those 
things  that  irritite  and  annoy  the  public, 
whereas  it  woul^ig^^^j-,|:gic,og||^  for 
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the  States  to  agree  upon.  A  penny  stamp 
should  be  recognised  as  a  penny  stamil 
all  over  Australia,  no  matter  what  State 
it  is  issued  in.  There  are  several 
anmnalies  with  regard  to  the  Tas- 
manian  postal  service  which  should  be 
rectified.  In  Victoria,  the  postage  on  cir- 
culars is  one  halfpenny,  but  in  Tasmania  it 
is  one  penny,  and  if  a  business  man  in  Tas- 
mania wishes  to  send  out  2,000  or  3,000 
circulars,  he  can  have  the  whole  of  them 
sent  to  Melbourne,  and  posted  here  at  a  re- 
duced rate,  and  then  sent  to  Tasmania. 
That  State  does  the  whole  work  of 
distributing  them,  and  gets  nothing  for  it. 
The  Tasmanian  business  inaji  saves  one 
half-penny  on  every  circular  he  sends  out, 
but  he  gives  the  revenue  to  Victoria,  and  the 
work  to  his  own  State.  It  may  be  said  that 
that  sort  of  thing  would  not  be  patriotic, 
but  every  business  man  likes  to  do  things  as 
expeditiously  and  cheaply  as  possible,  and 
under  present  conditions  there  is  every  in- 
dw^m^ut  to  Tasmanian  merchants  to  have 
their  printing  and  posting  done  in  Victoria. 
This  great  injustice  to  Tasmania  has 
been  brought  before  various  Post- 
masters-General .  No  remedy  has  been 
applied,  and  yet  we  call  ourselves  a  fede- 
rated cconmunity.  If  we  are  to  prosper,  to 
look  upon  one  another  as  brothers,  with  the 
motto  "  One  destiny,  one  flag,  and  one 
people,"  we  should  do  away  with  the  book- 
keeping system,  which  causes  a  large 
amount  of  expense  in  checking  the  business 
of  one  State  against  antMher,  when  we  are 
all  supposed  to  be  members  of  one  firm. 
The  people  of  Victwia  would  never  think 
of  checking  whether  goods  were  to  be  sent 
to  Bendigo.  Ballarat,  or  Ararat.  The 
goods  come  here,  the  duty  is  paid  to  the 
Customs,  and  divided.  When  we  fede- 
rated, the  bookkeeping  system  should  never 
have  been  introduced.  It  was  claimed  Chat 
it  would  be  useful  in  showing  how  things 
would  work.  That  purpose  has  been 
achieved,  and  now  we  are  spending  a  lot  of 
mcHiey  every  year  to  produce  a  check  which 
is  only  siUiiciently  correct  to  prove 
that  the  whole  systern  is  of  no  bene- 
fit. We  should  work  in  a  Federal  spirit 
if  we  are  to  have  a  federated  Aus- 
tralia. With  regard  to  the  question  of  the 
State  and  Commonwealth  finances,  I  have 
heard  a  great  deal  about  State  and  Com- 
monwealth rights,  but,  after  all,  the  money 
belongs  to  the  people,  whether  it  is  spent 
by  the  Commonwealth  or  bv  the  States. 
We  are  all  «ie,  and  we  cannot  be  sepa- 
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rated.  It  is  only  a  question  of  coming  to 
some  arrangement.  *  I  cannot  see  the  benefit 
of  having  Conferences.  The  State  Premiers 
should  meet  first,  and  agree  as  to  what  they 
want.  Then  this  Parliament,  not  our  Go- 
vernment, should  decide  what  they  are  pre- 
pared to  concede  to  the  States.  Th«e 
two  conditions  being  satisfied,  it  would  be 
for  the  Premiers  and  the  Prime  Minister  to 
negotiate,  and  to  come  to  final  terms.  That 
is  how  any  business  concern  would  deal  with 
the  matter.  If  <Mie  man  is  dealing  with 
six  others,  those  six  first  agree  as  to  what 
they  regard  as  a  fair  bargain  to  make,  the 
other  man  then  meets  them,  and  they  talk 
the  matter  over  in  a  business-like  way.  If 
there  is  a  difference  of  a  few  pounds,  they 
compromise,  and  the  business  is  transacted. 
What  is  the  use  of  the  Prime  Minister  meet- 
ing six  State  Premiers  if  the  latter  have 
not  first  made  up  their  minds  what  they 
require?  All  the  Conferences  that  will  be 
held,  and  all  the  talk  that  will  take  place 
can  never  remedy  the  trouble,  until  the  Pre- 
miers first  meet  and  decide  what  they  re- 
quire, and  then  deal  with  the  Common- 
wealth in  a  reasonable  and  proper  manner. 
There  is  sufficient  wisdom  amongst  the  Pre- 
miers, with  the  assistance  of  the  Prime 
Minister,  to  do  what  is  right  in  the  interests 
of  all.  We  hear  a  great  deal  about  build- 
ings belonging  to  the  Commonwealth,  and 
others  belonging  to  the  States,  but  they  all 
belong  to  the  people  of  Australia.  It  is 
just  as  if  a  man  had  money  in  both  pockets, 
and  had  to  pay  an  account  out  of  one  or  the 
other.  The  appointment  of  a  High  Com- 
missioner has  been  spoken  of  for  years, 
but  nothing  has  been  dcme.  I  thought  the 
matter  would  have  been  dealt  ,  with  a  long 
while  ago,  but  long  delay  has  been  caused, 
because  one  party  wanted  to  send  cnie  man, 
and  another  party  wanted  to  send  another 
man,  and,  consequently,  the  questi(»i  of  this, 
the  most  important  appointment  of  all,  has 
been  neglected.  Many  of  those  who  at  pre- 
sent occupy  the  Treasury-  bench  opposed  the 
names  of  certain  men  that  have  been  sug- 
gested for  the  position.  The  establishment 
of  an  agricultural  bureau  is  one  of  the  steps 
which  I  advocated  before  I  came  into  this 
House,  and  I  thought  that  it  would 
have  l)een  accomplished  before  now. 
Its  establishment  is  calculated  to  be  of  im- 
mense value  to  the  people,  but  while  htm- 
orable  members  representing  difFermt  par- 
ties have  been  fighting  each  other,  the  busi- 
ness of  Australia  has  been  laid  on  cme  side, 
and  nothing  has  been  done  in  this  matter. 
I  am  very  sorr^.^.^^^;g^^^  of  th- 
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Ministry  and  members  generally  on  the 
other  side  should  think  -it  unnecessary  to 
listen  to  an  honorable  member  from  Tas- 
mania. The  right  honorable  member  for 
^ast  Sydney  in  this  House  merely  repre- 
sents a  cOTstituency,  just  as  I  do.  HtMior- 
able  members  can  walk  out  of  this  Cham- 
Ijer  and  go  about  their  pleasures,  but  when 
I  great  gun  rises  to  make  a  lot  of  fun,  and 
.ielav  business,  they  manage  to  be  present. 

Mr.  King  O'MALLEY.—Shall  we  call  for 
.1  quorum? 

Mr.  STORRER.— I  do  not  care  whether 
,1  quorum  is  present  or  not.  I  cannot  help 
it  if  h(XK)rable  members  think  no  more  of 
the  business  of  the  country  than  to  attend 
here  only  for  pleasure  and  amusement,  and 
cannot  make  it  coav«iient  to  attend  when 
an  honorable  member  desires  to  discuss 
political  and  financial  questi<His  of 
importance.  I  think,  however,  that 
the  people  of  Australia  should  know 
how  they  are  represented,  and  that  if 
honorable  meml>ers  anticipate  a  "black- 
face" entertainment,  they  can  all  man- 
age to  be  here.  We  have  passed  a  quaran- 
tine law,  and  we  are  told  that  quaraiitine 
is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Federation; 
but  if  one  desires  to  take  a  prize  beast 
from  Victoria  to  Tasmania,  he  will  find 
that  the  animal  must  undergo  four  months' 
quarantine  in  the  latter  State.  It  may  be 
half -starved  or  neglected  at  the  quarantine 
station  while  there.  When  I  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  State  Parliament,  I  tried  to 
(leal  with  tliis  question  of  quarantine. 
There  are  a  few  individuals  in  charge  of 
the  administration  of  quarantine  legislation 
in  the  various  States  who  seem  to  me  to  put 
every  obstacle  they  can  in  the  way  of  the 
free  exchange  of  animals  of 'all  descrip- 
tions between  the  States.  At  one  time  in 
Tasmania^  six  m<wrths'  quarantine  was  en- 
forced, but  in  the  State  Parliament,  we 
managed  to  reduce  the  term  to  four  months. 
I  thought  that  under  the  operation  of  a 
Federal  Act,  a  sensible  course  would  be 
followed,  but  I  find  that  four  months' 
quarantine  is  still  enforced  in  Tasmania, 
in  the  case  of  animals  transferred  from 
the  other  States.  I  think  that  if  animalSj, 
after  undcrj^oin^'  examination,  were  kept 
here  for  a  month  or  two  mmiths,  and  then 
put  on  I>oard  ship  with  a  clean  certificate,  it 
should  be  sutficient  merely  that  they  should 
be  re-examined  on  arrival  in  Tasmania.  But 
I  find  that  the  provisions  of  the  old  State 
Act  are  still  being  enfMced.  This  applies 
to  animals  of  every  description.  We  now 
iuhI  that  the  authcvities  in  some  of  the 


States  are  prohibiting  the  importation  of 

potatoes  from  Tasmania.  We  have  a  Fede- 
ral Quarantine  Act,  but  all  power  in  these 
matters  appears  still  to  be  in  the  hands  of 
the  State  authorities.  If  business  men  had 
the  control  of  quarantine  in  Australia,  I 
am  quite  sure  that  they  would  not  permit 
the  present  obstacles  to  the  transfer  of  stock 
from  one  State  to  another  to  continue.  In 
reference  to  the  present  position  of  political 
parties,  I 'should  like  to  say  that  as  a  Pro- 
tectionist and  a  supporter  of  the  last  Dea- 
kin  Ministry,  I  felt  that  we  occupied  a  posi- 
tion of  power,  while  we  could  rely  upon  | 
the  assistance  of  the  Labour  party. 
When  the  Labour  party  withdrew  their 
support,  the  present  Prime  Minister  stated 
on  the  floor  of  this  Chamber  that  he  was 
prepared  to  support  that  pnrty  so  long  as 
they  were  prepared  to  carry  out  his  policy. 
But  as  soon  as  we  got  into  recess,  the  I 
honorable  gentleman,  and  others,  com-  | 
menced  to  break  away  from  that  promise. 
'I'he  Prime  Minister  has  now  joined  witk 
the  party  that  was  then  in  Opposition,  and 
which,  he  said,  was  comprised  of  the  I 
wreckage  of  a  number  of  other  parties.  I 
do  not  approve  of  calling  any  party  names  , 
in  this  House.  Every  honorable  member  | 
has  a  perfect  right  to  sit  on  whichever  side 
of  the  House  he  pleases,  to  adopt  what 
policy  he  thinks  fit,  and  to  change  his 
opinions,  if  he  thinks  it  wise  to  do  so. 
These  are  matters  for  himself  and  his  con- 
stituents, and  are  no  business  of  mine.  At 
the  same  time,  as  one  who  r^^rds  himself 
as  a  Liberal,  I  feel  that  the  present  Min- 
istry and  their  supporters  are  not  entitled 
to  rail  themselves  the  Liberals  of  Aus- 
tralia. The  Government  are  comprised  of 
many  members  who  can  never  be  calletl 
Liberals,  and  who,  I  think,  would  not  fed 
justified  in  claiming  that  title  for  them- 
selves, though  I  admit  that  the  Prime  Min- 
ister, and  some  of  those  with  him,  were 
entitled  to  be  so  called.  While  the 
Labour  Gowrnment  were  in  power,  the 
present  Prime  Minister  and  the  memben 
of  his  party  wwe  in  a  position,  as  the 
centre  party  supporting  the  Labour  Ad- 
ministration, to  control  the  legislation  of 
this  Parliament.  The  Labour  Government 
could  not  have  passed  a  single  Act  without 
the  support  of  the  true  Liberal  party.  Even 
if  the  Labour  Government  had  introduced 
extreme  measures — and  I  have  not  seen  anf 
of  their  extreme  measures — about  which  so 
much  has  been  said,  they  could  not  have 
passed  them  without  the>  assistance  of  the 
Liberal   party ,Di^ind}  b:)tiitf033  l&om  the 
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Liberal  p(nnt  of  view,  the  interests  of  the 
country  were  p^fectly  safe.  That  cannot 
be  said  now,  when  tlw  Prime  Minister  and 
some  of  his  followers  have  joined  forces 
with  those  who  used  to  be  in  oppositicwi  to 
them.  I  do  not  often  take  notice  of  what 
appears  in  the  newspapers,  nor  am  I  in- 
fluenced by  what  they  say.  But  an  article 
appearing  in  the  Age  of  the  14th  of  May 
last  puts  the  positicwi  as  it  then  existed  so 
clearlv  that  I  cannot  do  better  than  make 
a  short  quotation  from  it.  After  referring 
to  various  difficulties,  and  the  danger  to 
the  seats  of  certain  honorable  members,  the 
article  continues — • 

Still,  when  all  these  allowances  are  made, 
and  even  when  such  considerations  are  empha- 
sized, they  do  not  suffice  to  excuse  the  Liberal 
party  permitting  itself  to  be  absorbed  in  a  com- 
bination of  Conservatism  and  anti-Socialists, 
where  it  must  become  a  back  number,  without 
power,  without  influence,  and  only  a  disappointed 
spectator  of  the  drift  of  high  purposes.  In 
this  time  of  stress  and  strain,  when  all  kinds 
•f  influences  are  being  employed  to  submerge 
the  Liberal  party  and  its  leader,  it  is  the  duty 
of  that  party  more  than  ever  to  stand  firm  in 
its  integrity. 

I  agree  entirely  with  that  statement  of  the 
position.  I  ask  why  this  great  change? 
We  were  told  by  the  Prime  Minister  that 
it  was  because  the  seats  of  certain  hCffXH'- 
able  monbers  of  the  Liberal  party  were 
being  endangered  by  the  action  of  the 
Labour  party  in  the  constituencies.  In  my 
opinion,  it  will  be  a  sorrv  day  for  Aus- 
tralia when  we  are  to  consider  the  security 
of  our  seats  in  this  House  rather  than  what 
is  right  to  be  done  in  the  interests  of  the 
country.  I  have  never  considered  the 
security  of  my  seat.  I  r«nember  that  I  have 
been  sent  here  by  the  electws  to  do  what  I 
ccHisider  best  in  the  interests  of  Tasmania 
and  of  the  Cooamonwealth  as  a  whole. 
I  will  use  what  wisdom  I  have  to 
that  end.  But  I  will  nevo*  support  a 
policy  merely  in  wder  to  save  my  seat.  I 
should  have  an  utter  contempt  for  any  mem- 
ber of  this  House  if  it  could  be  said  of 
hiiL  that  he  supported  a  certain  course  in 
politics  for  any  reason  of  that  description. 
We  should  always  consider  the  good  of 
Australia,  rather  than  any  of  our  own  in- 
dividual interests.  With  refCTence  to  the 
fusion  that  has  taken  place,  I  would  re- 
mark that  the  word  is  a  peculiar  one  in 
politics.  One  night  the  electric  lights 
went  out  in  my  house.  I  was  told  that 
Ihe  cause  was  that  the  wires  had  fused.  I 
WOTder  whether  the  Liberal  light  has 
gone  out  now  that  the  Liberals  have  fused 

[43}-2 


with  another  party.  We  have  heard  many 
interpretations  as  to  what  the  fusion  means. 
The  h(nK>rabIe  member  for  Lang  gave  us 
an  interpretation  that  was  altogether  dif- 
ferent from  what  I  was  told  when  I  was 
asked  to  enter  the  Fusicai  party.  The 
meeting  at  which  the  matter  was  explained 
to  me  was  a  private  one,  and  I  am  not 
one  of  those  who  would  state  publicly  what 
was  dcme  at  a  private  meeting.  But,  at 
all  events,  I  cab  say  that  the  version  given 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Lang  wa? 
totally  diflferent  from  that  given  to  me  on 
the  occasicOT  to  which  I  refer.  The  ques- 
tion of  defence  is  one  of  tlie  most  impor- 
tant that  could  be  brought  under  the  at- 
tention of  Parliament.  I  referred  to  it  an 
the  last  occasion  when  I  spoke  as  de- 
manding to  be  dealt  with  in  a  firm,  strong 
manner.  But  under  our  party  system  of 
Government  as  socai  as  one  Minister  gets 
used  to  his  office  he  has  to  make  room  for 
another  one.  Not  so  long  ago  the  honor- 
able member  for  Richmond  was  Minister 
of  Defence.  He  was  succeeded  by  a  sena- 
tor. Now  the  honorable  member  for  Par- 
ramatta  holds  the  ot&<x.  The  present  Min- 
ister has,  on  previous  occasi<His,  stated  de- 
finitely that  he  is  opposed  to  the  policy 
brought  forward  by  the  Prime'Minister  and 
also  by  the  Labour  Government.  He  has 
stated  on  several  occasions  that  he  is  op- 
posed to  compulsory  training.  I  do  not 
know  whether  he  intends  to  adapt  himself 
to  the  altered  circiraistances,  and  to  sup- 
port the  principle  that  he  has  denounced, 
but  which  is  now  so  {popular.  The  Prime 
Minister  stated  to  the  press  some  time  ago 
that  the  Minister  who  has  gone  to  Fngland 
has  been  sent  there  to  represent  ti>e  Govern- 
ment. What  the  views  of  the  Government 
may  be  on  this  imtx>rtant  question  I  do 
not  know.  If  the  Government  representa- 
tive expresses  his  own  opinions,  as  ex- 
plained here  and  elsewhere  in  Australia,  I 
doubt  whether  he  can  at  the  same  time  re- 
present the  views  of  the  Prime  Minister, 
and  he  certainly  cannot  represent  those  of 
Australia.  I  am  glad  that  it  was  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  Fisher  Government 
that  the  Imperial  Conference  was  called. 
In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Imperial  Go- 
vernment invited  Australian  representative.'; 
to  1)6  sent,  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the 
subject  was  not  dealt  with  apart  from  partv 
politics.  We  read  in  the  press,  when  the 
present  Government  came  into  office  that  it 
was  their  intention  to  send  the  honorable 
member  for  Richmond  to  Lcmdctfi  in  com- 
pany   with   thgigiiilBjn^feieoglaer  f,^' 
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Brisbane.  If,  however,  the  Government  had 
wished  the  question  to  be  dealt  with  apart 
from  partv  considerations,  they  would  have 
done  a  just  and  rigHt  thing  had  they  sent 
Home  the  ex-Minister  of  Defence  in  can- 
oanv  with  a  member  of  the  Cabinet.  The 
fact  that  they  sent  a  Minister  unaccom- 
panied showed  conclusively  that  the  Go- 
vernment are  working  the  defence  questioa 
on  party  lines.  That  is  not  as  it  should 
be.  No  matter  whether  a  man  be  a  Liberal 
or  a  Cwiservative,  a  Free  Trader,  or  a 
Protectionist,  defence  should  be  considered 
IS  a  purely  national  question.  The  same 
consideration  applies  to  Australia's  rela- 
tions with  the  Empire.  There  is  one  thing 
'n  connexion  with  the  administration  of  the 
Fisher  Government  of  which  I  did  not  ap- 
prove. I  allude  to  the  expenditure  of 
;^25o,ooo  which  was  set  aside  by  Parlia- 
ment on  the  understanding  that  it  should 
not  be  spent  until  vfe  met  again. 
The  expenditure  of  that  mcmey  without 
consulting  Parliament  was  not  a  right  thing 
to  do.  In  my  opinion,  if  ships  are  to  be 
built  in  Australia,  the  sooner  we  begin  the 
better.  If  we  had  sent  to  the  Old  Country 
and  had  brought  out  some  men  to  teach  our 
own  people  to  build  the  ships  that  we  re- 
quire, instead  of  sending  men  Home  to 
learn  ship-building,  we  should  have  fol  - 
lowed  a  wiser  course.  The  men  who  have 
gone  Home  will  not  be  able  to  learn  the 
whole  business  of  ship-building  within  the 
time  they  will  be  keot  there.  If  we 
had  imported  three  or  four  good  men  frcmi 
England,  they  would  have  been  able  to 
teach  our  own  people  far  more  effectively. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Who  was  it  that 
sent  the  men  Home? 

Mr.  STORRER.— The  Fisher  Go\'ern- 
ment  did,  and  I  do  not  think  that  they  did 
the  right  thing.  The  motion  now  under 
-discussion  is  cme  of  no-<xxifid«ice  in  the 
present  Government.  I  am  in  doubt  as  to 
what  the  Government  intend  to  give  us. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — So  are  its  members. 

Mr.  STORRER.— Many  of  the  members 
of  the  Government  have  changed  tbeir  poli- 
tical opinions  so  often,  that  I  should  not 
be  surprised  at  anything  they  did.  If  I 
thought  that  it  was  intended  to  give  us  the 
policy  of  the  old  Deakin  Government,  I 
should  be  inclined  to  support  the  Ministry 
io  a  very  great  extent.  As  far  as  they 
bring  forward  such  measures  as  were  sub- 
mitted by  the  former  Deakin  Government 
I  shall  support  them.  But  I  cannot  have 
complete  confidence  in  a  Go\%rnment  that 


is  composed  of  men  holding  so  many  be- 
liefs.   I  thought  at  one  time  that  I  might 
be  able  to  sit  behind  the  Government,  but 
wh«i  after  a  three  weeks'  adjournment  the 
Prime  Minister  sent  Howo  an  offer  of  a 
Dreadnought,  knowing  the  financial  posi- 
tion of  Australia,  I  felt  that  I  could  not 
have  any  confidence  in  a  Government  that 
did  such  a  thing.      The  Prime  Nfinister 
should  not  have  sought  to  put  so  great 
a  burden  upon  the  people  of  Australia  as  to 
pledge  them  to  the  extent  of  ;^3,ooo,ooo. 
For  years  we  have  been  scraping  up  every 
penny  to  give  to  the  States,  knOTring  th^ 
necessities  and  the  difficulty  they  had  in 
miking  both  ends  meet.    We  have  returned 
to  the  States  several  million  pounds  more 
than  we  need  have  returned,  for  the  same 
reason.    Yet  we  find  the  Prime  Minister 
offering  to  give  away  ;^2,ooo,ooo  without 
consulting  Parliament.    How  is  this  state 
of  things  brought  about  ?    It  occurred  sim- 
ply because  a  few  newspapers  started  an 
agitation.    It  was  cominenoed  in  Sydnev 
and  Melbourne.    The  Premiers  of  these 
two  great  States  were  not  very  warm  on  the 
subject.     In    fact,    they   were  opposed 
to    the  project.      But,   of  course,  the 
newspapers  began  to  lay  on  the  whip. 
A  few  people  in  the  States  then  .began  to 
agitate,  but,  excepting  in  Victoria  and  New 
South  Wales,  the  Premiers  threw  cold  water 
on    the    project.      Mr.   Wade  and  Mr. 
Murray,  however,  came  forward  and  said 
that,  if  the  Commonwealth,  or  the  Labour 
Government,  did  not  make  an  crffer,  they 
would  make  one  themselves.  As  soot,  how- 
ever, as  there  was  a  change  of  Government, 
we  saw  the  reason  for  the  hurried  motion 
which  was  brought  on  the  other  dav.  When 
we  were  in  recess,  the  new  Government, 
knowing  that  we  must  meet  in  less  than  a 
fortnight,  offered   a   Dreadnought,  or  its 
equivalent,  thus  placing  a  heavy  burden  on 
the  people,  though,  in  some  of  the  smaller 
States    especially,    taxation    had  been 
stretched  to  the  utmost.    Before  a  Govern- 
ment give  away  money  in  this  way,  Par- 
liament ought  to  be  consulted. 

Mr.  Atkinson. — Parliament  will  be  con- 
sulted. 

Mr.  STORRER.— Quite  so;  but  there  is 
a  solid  crowd  which  will  vote  in  favour  of 
the  proposal  in  order  to  save  the  skin  of  the 
Government — not  l^ecause  they  are  in  favour 
of  such  a  pift,  but  because  they  fear  the 
advent  of  a  Labour  Ministry. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Would  the  hon- 
orable member  not  give  hi&mite  to  the  pro- 
tection of  the  Empsre^byLiOOgre 
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Mr.  STORRER.— The  right  honorable 
■member  is  very  anxious  about  the  Empire, 
but  what  was  the  Western  Australian  sub  ■ 
scripticHi  to  the  fund? 

Mr.  Tudor. — And  what  did  the  right 
honorable  member  for  Swan  say  in  Western 
Australia  ? 

Mr.  STORRER.— Yes;  I  do  not  say 
one  thing  when  in  the  State  I  represent,  and 
■another  when  I  come  to  this  House,  as  the 
right  honorable  member  has  done. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Why  misrepresent 
me  like  that  ? 

Mr.  STORRER.— The  right  honorable 
member  is  good  at  interjecting,  and  prides 
himself  on  being  able  to  throw  speakers  oS 
their  track,  but  he  will  not  succeed  with 
mc. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Do  not  misrepresent 

me. 

Mr.  STORRER.— I  advise  the  right 
honorable  member  to  fight  his  battle  with 
the  other  knight  in  the  House,  and  leave 
other  members  to  settle  their  own  quarrels. 
Honorable  members  who  are  in  favour  of 
this  offer  should  consult  the  Tasmaniart 
Treasurer  as  to  the  trouble  he  has  in  making 
both  ends  meet  in  the  State's  finances  ? 

Mr.  Atkinson. — ^Tasmania  is  more  in 
favour  of  this  gift  than  is  any  other  State. 

Mr.  STORRER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber speaks  as  he  knows,  and  I  speak  as 
I  know ;  but  it  is  perfectly  true  that  the 
Tasmanian  Treasurer  has  great  diflSculty  in 
making  both  ends  meet. 

Mr.  Atkinson. — In  the  cause  of  loyalty 
we  must  sacrifice  swnething. 

Mr.  STORRER.— I  hope  the  honorable 
member  has  made  as  much  sacrifice  for  the 
defence  of  his  country  as  I  have.  I  have 
been  connected  with  the  Defence  Forces 
for  over  thirty  years,  and  cwily  the  other  day 
passed  in  class  firing^  so  as  to  be  better  able 
to  take  my  part  in  the  defence  of 
the  Empire.  Some  years  ago,  the 
Minister  of  Defence  said  that  he  did 
not  like  the  Reid- McLean  Ministry 
because  it  contained  too  many  Pro- 
tectionists; and  I  may  say  that  I  do  not 
like  the  preSent  Ministry  because  it  contains 
too  many  Free  Traders,  and  men  who  con- 
tinually blocked  legislation  which  was  intro- 
duced .by  the  Deakin  Government,  and 
which  I  considered  to  be  for  the  beneHt  of 
the  community,  I  do  not  expect  any  good 
Liberal  legislation  from  the  Government, 
though  I  hope  I  may  be  disappointed,  and, 
if  -SO,  any  legislation  of  the  kind  will  have 
my  support.  1  cannot  understand  why,  in 
a  House  of  this  kind,  so  many  lawyers 


should  be  included  in  the  Ministry  to  the 
es;lusi(xi  of  business  men.  There  are  seven 
lawyers  in  the  present  Government. 

Mr.  Atkinson. — Lawyers  are  the  best 
business  men  in  the  community  ! 

Mr.  STORRER.— We  all  know  that 
lawyers  have  but  one  object  in  view, 
namely,  to  make  money;  and  they  are  so 
shut  up  in  their  c^ces  that  they  do  not 
understand  the  business  relations  of  the 
people. 

Mr.  Atkinson. — They  are  just  the  men 
who  do. 

Mr.  STORRER.— The  honorable  mem 
ber  kiKnvs,  as  other  lawyers  know,  that, 
if  a  man  asks  a  question  of  his  legal  ad- 
viser, he  is  promptly  charged  6s.  8d. — that 
is  the  extent  of  the  lawyer's  business  view. 
Had  sane  of  the  legal  members  of  the 
Ministr\'  been  left  out,  and  others  like  the 
honorable  member  for  North  Sydney,  the 
honorable  member  for  Memda,  or  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Denison  included,  I 
might  have  felt  inclined  to  give  the  Govern- 
ment more  support.  But  business  men  are 
thrust  aside ;  and  the  results  are  not  satis- 
factory. I  have  nothing  to  say  against  the 
Minister  of  H<Mne  Affairs,  either  as  a  law- 
yer or  as  a  member  of  this  House,  but  what 
does  he  know  of  public  buildings  and  the 
other  works  undertaken  by  the  works  brandi 
of  his  Department?  When  the  honorable 
member  for  North  Sydney  was  Minister  of 
Home  Affairs,  he  wished  to  do  away  with 
the  present  cumbersome  method  of  carrying 
out  public  works  through  the  Department 
of  Hfwne  Affairs;  and  that  would,  in  my 
opinion,  have  been  a  good  step.  This  is 
called  the  Deakin  Government,  but  I  do  not 
so  regard  it.  The  Government  are  prac- 
tically a  unicorn  team,  represented  by  the 
Prime  Minister,  with  the  right  honorable 
member  for  Swan,  and  the  hcHiorable  mem- 
ber for  Parramatta  on  either  side,  and  that 
being  so,  the  Prime  Minister  cannot  be  re- 
garded as  leading  the  party  or  the  Govern- 
ment in  any  shape  or  form.  What  do  we 
find  ?  That  a  departure  has  been  made  from 
all  well-recognised  traditions  in  connexion 
with  the  system  of  responsible  government. 
Hitherto,  the  invariable  practice  has  been 
for  His  Excellency  the  Governor-General, 
upon  the  defeat  of  the  Ministry  of  the 
day,  to  send  for  the  Leader  of  the  Opposi- 
ticm  to  form  a  new  Administration,  and 
for  that  individual  to  select  his  own  Min- 
isters. But  no  less  than  three  men  had  a 
voice  in  the  selection  of  the^  Ministers  con- 
stituting the  presgT^i^li^^inRn^le 
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Mr.    Mathews. — It    was    a  regular 

caucus. 

Mr.  STORRER.— It  was  another  form 
of  the  caucus.  This  ciicumstance^  1  think, 
points  to  the  fact  that  honraable  membei^ 
ate  coming  to  favour  the  system  Of  elective 
Ministries.  Had  the  Prime  Minister  oi- 
joyed  a  free  hand  in  the  selection  of  his 
colleagues,  I  take  it  that  he  would  not 
have  overlooked  the  claims  of  so  many  of 
his  old  friends.  But  he  was  bound  by  the 
right  honorable  member  for  Swan  and  the 
honorable  member  for  Parramatta  to  choost; 
so  many  Ministers  from  each  party  to  the 
fusion.  As  a  result,  we  have  the  present 
Ministry.  I  venture  to  say  that,  if  Minis- 
ters were  asked  to  commit  to  writing  the 
planks  of  their  platfonn,  the  OTly  plank 
upon  which  they  would  be  agreed  would 
be  one  antagonistic  to  the  Labour  party. 
If  they  are  in  agreement  upon  other 
planks,  a  great  change  of  front  must  have 
come  over  certain  honorable  members  since 
they  occupied  seats  upon  this  side  of  the 
Chamber.  I  should  like  to  know  where 
my  Protectionist  friends  opposite  would  be 
if  the  Prime  Minister  were  suddenly  taken 
ill  whilst  Tariff  revision  was  under  ccm- 
sideration,  and  if  the  Minister  of  Defence 
was  called  upon  to  act  as  leader  of  the 
Government.  Instead  of  selecting  his  old 
friends  and  supporters  as  Ministerial  col- 
leagues, the  Prime  Minister  was  compelled 
to  include  in  his  Cabinet  many  honorable 
members  who  had  endeavoured  to  block  his 
efforts  to  enact  useful  legislation.  If  they 
had  had  their  way  we  certainly  should  not 
have  upon  the  statute-book  to-day  many 
of  the  most  useful  measures  passed  by  this 
Parliament.  I  maintain  that,  if  we  are  to 
have  party  government  in  Australia,  the 
Ministry  should  consist  of  a  party  with 
one  policy,  and  not,  as  it  does  now,  of 
political  fragments.  Seeing  that  the  Go- 
vernment have  decided  to  impose  a  tax 
upon  the  people  of  Australia  for  all  time 
in  connexion  with  the  proposal  to  present 
a  Dreadnought  to  the  Mother  Country,  I 
cannot  say  that  I  have  any  confidence  in 
them.  But  if  they  bring  forward  measures 
of  which  I  approve,  I  shall  vote  for  those 
measures.  There  are  many  other  subjects 
which  I  might  discuss  at  length.  Whatever 
we,  as  legislators,  may  do,  I  believe  that 
Australia  will  prosper.  I  do  not  know 
whether  I  shall  be  here  next  year,  and  I 
do  not  very  much  care.  I  am  satisfied  that, 
if  the  people  could  only  witness  the  way 
in  which  business  is  transacted  in  this 
Chamber,  if  they  could  only  realize  how 


precious  time  is  wasted,  they  would  cer- 
tainly not  appoint  us  as  directors  of  their 
affairs.  When  I  entered  this  House,  I  was 
imbued  with  the  idea  that  honc»:able  mem- 
bers were  really  the  directors  of  the  affairs 
of  Australia,  and  that  it  was  their  bounden 
duty  to  manage  those  affairs  as  they  would 
the  business  of  a  large  cc«npany.  If  we 
did  that,  if  we  acted  as  reasonable  indi- 
viduals and  avoided  all  perstxial  abuse  of 
each  other,  I  am  convinced  that  we  should 
do  much  to  shorten  debate  and  to  expedite 
the  transaction  of  public  business.  We  art 
now  laying  the  foundation  of  the  Australia 
of  the  future,  and  I  trust  that  those  who 
have  had  more  education  and  more  oppor- 
tunities for  improving  their  position  than 
I  have  had  will  throw  their  hearts  into 
their  legislative  work,  so  that  the  result 
of  our  labours  may  redound  to  our 
own  credit  and  to  that  of  the  Com- 
monwealth. I  trust  that  the  remarks  which 
I  have  made  will  not  give  offence  to  any- 
body. I  regret  having  had  to  speak  as"  I 
have  done,  but  I  believe  rtiat  we  should 
exercise  the  gifts  with  whidi  God  has 
endowed  us  to  the  advancement  of  the  ma- 
terial welfare  ^f  this  country,  so  that  its 
future  may  be  bright  and  prosperous.  I 
trust  that  our  efforts  will  be  directed  to 
this  end,  that  we  shall  be  imbued  with 
a  determination  to  do  what  is  right  for 
the  people  as  a  whole,  and  that  class  domi- 
nation and  class  misrepresentation  will  find 
no  place  in  this  House. 

Mr.  TUDOR  (Yarra)  [5.18].— I  am 
sorry  that  after  delivering  his  little  lecture 
to  both  sides  of  the  House  the  right  honor- 
able meipber  for  East  Sydney  should  have 
absented  himself  fnxn  the  chamber.  In 
the  course  of  his  remarks  he  stated  that 
the  Ministry  were  being  criiidsed  because 
one  or  two  of  them  were  Cfmservatives. 
Upon  previous  occasions  I  have  heard  hon- 
orable members  upon  this  side  of  the  cham- 
ber numbered  according  to  their  fiscal  be- 
liefs, which  they  had  held  some  time  [we- 
viously.  and  not  according  to  the  votes  they 
had  given  on  the  Tariff.  Now,  if  we 
reckon  Conserv,atives  by  the  number  of 
Conservative  votes  which  thev  have  cast.  I 
make  bold  to  say  that  we  shall  find  a  major- 
ity of  CcMiservatives  amongst  honOTable 
members  opposite,  and  not  <Mie  or  two,  as 
was  alleged  by  the  right  honorable  member 
for  East  Sydney.  That  gentleman  also  in- 
quired whether  the  Labour  party  thought 
thev,  the  Conservatives^  were  going  to 
direct  the  G^^g^ffi^^^  Libour 
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party  used  to  do?  Has  he  not  been  as- 
sured bv  the  Prime  iMinister  lime  and  again 
that  the  Labour  party  have  nevei  attempted 
lo  dictate  to  him  in  any  way  ?  In  making 
that  statement  I  do  not  forget  that  there  is 
one  measure  which  would  not  have  been  upon 
the  statute-book  to-day  had  it  not  been  for 
the  Labour  party — I  refer  to  the  Old-age 
Pensions  Act.  The  right  honorable  mem- 
her  for  East  Sydney  further  said  that  it 
was  assumed  tiiat  Liberalism  had  been 
weakened  by  the  fusion  which  had  taken 
place.  I  do  not  know  whether  Liberalism 
has  been  \veakened,  but  I  do  know 
that  Conservatism  has  been  strength- 
•ened,  and  that  every  Conservative,  both 
in  this  House  and  in  the  Senate, 
is  supporting  the  present  Ministry. 
The  hmdlrable  member  went  on  to  say  that 
he  was  sorry  that  members  of  the  late  Min- 
istry were  lamenting  their  defeat.  I  have  only 
to  say  that  I  have  indulged  in  no  lamenta- 
tion, and  that,  so  far  as  I  am  aware, 
the  other  members  of  the  late  Government 
have  done  very  little.  Surely  the  honor- 
able member  would  not  judge  of  our 
actions  by  what  is  written  of  them  in  the 
Age.  I  remember  when  the  right  honor- 
able member  denounced  that  journal  in  this 
House,  and  surely  he  is  not  going  to  believe 
what  it  writes  of  the  Labour  party  to-day ! 
It  is  more  bitterly  opposed  to  us  than  ever 
it  was  to  him.  And  so  with  the  Argus. 
It  may  be  said  that  at  the  present  time 
there  is  practically  only  one  morning  news- 
paper published  in  Melbourne,  since  the 
one  is  merely  an  echo  of  the  other.  It 
suits  their  political  purpose  to  declare  that 
the  Labour  party  are  squealing  because 
they  were  turned  out  of  crffice,  and  they 
h:\ve  repeated  their  misrepresentations  of 
us  so  often  that  they  really  begin  now  to 
l)elie\e  them.  We  have  been  told  that 
after  the  honorable  member  for  Ballarat 
applied  the  political  stiletto  to  the  Reid- 
Mcl^an  Administration  we  were  glad  to 
support  him  once  more  as  Prime  Minister. 
HcHiorable  members  know  that  when  sitting 
in  the  Ministerial  corner  I  did  not  hesi- 
tate to  explain  that  I  supported  the  Deakin 
Covernment,  not  because  of  any  great  love 
for  them,  but  because  I,  and  our  party 
generally,  had  a  greater  dislike  for  the  then 
Opposition. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — The  Labour  party 
liked  us. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— I  admit  that  we  had  no 

-objection  to  some  members  of  the  Deakin 
Ministry,  but  I  did  not  hesitate  to  criticise 


that  Ministry  just  as  freely  as  did  any 
honorable  member  of  the  then  Opposition. 
Although  the  honorable  member  for  East 
Sydney  intimated  that  he  did  not  intend 
to  deal  with  the  past — that  he  would  deal 
only  with  the  future — you  must  have  ob- 
served, Mr.  Speaker,  that  in  a  speech  «e- 
tending  over  fully  an  hour  and  a  Ealf  he 
devoted  only  five  minutes  to  a  review  of  the 
future  policy  of  the  Ministry,  the  re- 
mainder of  his  address  being  directed  to  a 
recital  of  the  political  history  of  New 
South  Wales,  and  to  a  consideration  of  the 
question  of  whether  or  not  the  honorable 
mentber  for  Hume  is  more  radical  in  his 
views  to-day  than  he  was  sane  twenty-five 
years  ago.  Apparently  the  straigest 
accusation  he  could  make  against  the  hon- 
orable member  was  that  s(xne  twenty-five 
years  ago  he  was  a  Free  Trader,  whereas 
he  is  now  a  Protectionist.  That  statement, 
no  doubt,  was  heard  with  horror  by  the 
Prime  Minister.  The  honorable  member 
also  said  that  the  honorable  member  for 
Hume  had  brought  forward  a  list  of  Tariff 
anomalies.  E\'ery  one  knows  that  as  soon 
as  we  had  passed  the  Tariff  Bill,  and  long 
before  the  Labour  Ministry  came  into  exist- 
ence, the  honorable  member  for  Hume 
stated  that  he  intended  to  go  through  the 
Tariff  and  to  prepare  a  list  of  anomalies, 
with  a  view  to  their  rectification.  Such  a 
statement,  I  dare  say,  may  be  found  in 
Hansard,  but,  even  if  it  cannot,  honorable 
members  will  have  no  difficulty  in  finding 
in  the  newspapers  reports  of  interviews 
with  press  representatives,  in  which  he  ex- 
pressed his  intention  of  adopting  that 
course.  It  will  be  learned  with  interest  by 
those  who  are  organizing  an  alleged  Liberal 
League  in  Victoria  that,  acoirding  to  the 
right  hcmorable  member  for  East  Sydney. 
the  Coaliti(»i  have  sunk  the  fiscal  issue* 
and  that  they  claim  that  in  that  respect 
they  are  only  following  the  lead  of  the 
Labour  party.  I  would  reply  to  the  hon- 
orable member  that  we  have  never  sunk 
the  fiscal  issue.  There  is  a  broad  distinc- 
tion between  giving  to  every  member  of  a 
party  freedom  to  vote  as  he  pleases  on  the 
fiscal  issue  and  a  determination  by  a  party, 
as  a  whole,  that  the  fiscal  issue  shall  be 
sunk.  We  have  in  this  House  twenty-six 
members  of  the  Labour  party,  and,  judg- 
ing by  their  votes  on  the  last  Tariff,  not 
more  than  six  of  that  number  are  F^ee 
Traders.  There  are  in  this  House  at  least 
twenty  members  of  the  Labour  party  who 
are  free  to  support  the  opposite  fiscal  policy. 
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Honorable  members  on  the  Government 
benches,  however,  are  not  free. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Why  not  include 
the  fiscal  issue  in  the  platform  of  the  La- 
bour party,  if  it  is  so  important? 

Mr.  TUDOR.— We  are  not  elected  as 
fiscalists,  but  as  Labour  men,  and  the 
newspapers  take  care  to  let  that  fact 
be  known.  The  Treasurer  is  aware  that 
the  Labour  Conference  at  which  our 
platform  is  drawn  up  consists  of  de- 
legates elected  by  the  votes  of  all  who 
care  to  join  any  of  our  Labour  organiza- 
tions. Honorable  members  of  the  Lab6ur 
party  are  not  free  to  insert  a  fiscal  plank 
in  the  programme  after  it  has  been  drawn 
up  by  the  Conference,  and  they  would  not 
be  free  to  withdraw  such  a  plank  from  it. 
The  Treasurer,  however,  is  free  to  insert 
in  his  programme  any  plank  that  he  pleases, 
and  later  on  to  run  away  from  it. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  honorable 
member  is  bound  hand  and  foot. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— No,  I  am  not  bound  to 
half  the  extent  that  the  honorable  member 
is.  I  shall  not  sav  that  the  Govern- 
ment and  their  supporters  have  swal- 
lowed their  principles,  for  some  of 
them  have  never  had  any  principles 
io  swallow;  but  it  is  not  unreasonable  to 
say  that  they  are  jffepared  to  drop  any 

Slank  in  thdr  programme  when  it  suits 
lem  to  do  so,  and  to  pick  it  up  again 
when  they  think  it  expedient.  I  have 
no  doubt  that  at  the  next  general  elec- 
tion the  people  of  Victoria  will  be  told,  if 
the  Coalition  Government  are  still  in  exist- 
ence— which  is  very  doubtful — that  great 
prominence  will  be  given  bv  them  to  the 
second  plank  in  the  programme  which  the 
Prime  Minister  put  forward  at  the  Mel- 
bourne Town  Hall  meeting.  I  refer  to  the 
plank  of  effective  Protection — a  plank 
which  the  Ministry  has  dropped. 
Sir  John  Forrest. — We  have  it. 
Mr.  TUDOR.^We  have  not  effective 
Protection,  and  the  Govemmait  and  th^r 
supporters  will  learn  at  the  n«tt  election 
that  we  have  not ;  the  people  do  not  share 
the  honorable  member's  view.  Only  yes- 
terday a  deputation  waited  on  the  Minister 
of  Trade  and  Customs  to  urge  that  a  higher 
duty  should  be  placed  on  a  certain  item, 
and  when  I  had  the  honour  to  hold  that 
office  I  also  received  a  deputation  which 
desired  to  bring  under  my  notice  certain 
annnalies  in  the  Tariff.  Notwithstanding 
that  the  present  Ministry  have  had  nothing 
to  say  in  this  House  in  regard  to  the  ques- 
ti«i  of  effective  Protection,  I  have  no  doubt 


that  they  and  their  iiupporters  will  gi\e 
prominence  to  it  in  Victoria,  although  that 
will  not  be  done  in  New  South  Wales. 
Those  who  mount  the  stximp  in  supix>rt  of 
the  Government  party  in  this  State  will  tell 
us  that  they  believe  in  die  policy  of  effec- 
tive Protection-j  but  does  any  cwie  imagine 
that  hmorable  members  sitting  behind  the 
Government  and  representing  the  Free 
Trade  oonstifuendes  in  New  South  Wales 
will  make  the  same  statement  in  that  State' 
We  know  that  they  will  not.  Unlike  the 
Government,  the  Labour  party  have  one 
platform  for  all  Australia. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — No. 

Ut.  TUDOR.— The  Minister  of  De- 
fence denies  that  statonent. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Why,  the  Labour 
party  has  a  new  programme  every  day. 
I  read  of  a  new  one  only  yesterday. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— That  was  a  State  plat- 
form. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Miss  Grace  Wat- 
son prepares  the  platform  of  the  right  hon- 
orable member  for  Swan. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— Then  she  ought  to  mate 
him  a  strong  one,  because  he  is  a  heavy  in- 
diridual,  physically.  The  right  honorable 
member  for  East  Sydney  said  that  the  fiscal 
question  is  beinp-  sunk  by  the  Ministerial- 
ists. Does  he  mean  that  nothing  is  to  fee 
done  to  rectify  Tariff  anomalies?  Hon- 
orable gentlemen  opposite  make  no  replv. 
It  is  said  that  they  have  sunk  the  Tar^ 
in  imitation  of  the  Labour  party's  acti<Ki 
in  regard  to  the  fiscal  issue.  We  did  not 
sink  the  fiscal  issue,  though  we  announced 
ourselves  as  Labour  men  first  of  all.  The 
fact  that  I  was  a  Labour  man  was  stated 
on  all  my  bills  and  cards. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — But  the  honorable 
member  gave  up  labouring  long  ago. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— I  gave  it  up  when  the 
men  in  the  factor\'  in  which  I  was  work- 
ing helped  me  to  get  into  Parliament.  I 
should  go  back  to  my  trade  if  I  left  poli- 
tical life.  Would  the  right  honorable 
member  be  ready  to  go  back  to  the  work 
of  exploration  ? 
.  Sir  John  Forrest. — Yes. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— The  right  honorable 
member  for  East  Svdnev  tried  to  fasten 
to  the  honorable  member  for  Hume  the 
opinions  of  Sir  Patrick  Jennings  and  Sir 
George  Dibbs. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— He  afterwards 
quoted  the  words  of  the^honoralple  member 
for  Hume.       Digitized  by  vjOOQic 
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Mr.  TUDOR.— I  am  speaking  of  his 
6rst  statement.  If  it  was  right  to  fasten 
the  opinions  of  Sir  Patrick  Jennings  to 
the  h<Hiorable  member  for  Hume,  is  it  not 
right  to  fasten  those  of  the  present  Prime 
Minister  to  the  Minister  of  Defence,  and 
to  the  Minister  of  {Home  Affairs,  whd 
were  elected  as  Free  Traders? 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  right  honor- 
able member  for  East  Sydney  fastened  to 
the  honorable  member  for  Hume  the  words 
which  that  honorable  gentleman  had  uttered, 
as  a  reference  to  Hansard  will  show. 

Mr.  TUDOR. — 1  do  not  suppose  that 
Ihe  right  honorable  gentleman  would 
"  doctor "  Hansard,  as  one  Ministeralist 
did  recently  J  but  he  wished  to  fnsten  the 
words  of  Sir  Patrick  Jennings  to  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Hume,  because  they  were 
in  the  same  Government. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — But  he  afterwards 
•quoted  words  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Hume. 

Mr.  TUDOR. — If  Ministerialists  were 
made  responsible  for  the  opinions  of 
their  leader,  some  of  them  would  be  in  a 
difficult  position.  The  right  honorable  mem- 
ber for  East  Sydney  taunted  the  honorable 
member  for  Hume  with  having  declared 
that  three  voters  in  a  city  constituency 
should  not  have  more  political  power  than 
two  in  a  country  constituency. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^He  Aen  supported 
■everything  that  was  Tory. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— Well  he  has  become 
Democratic,  whereas  the  lionorable  member 
has  (Tone  back. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — It  is  honorable 
members  opposite  who  have  turned  round. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— At  any  rate,  we  have  not 
gone  back.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  Vic- 
torian representatives,  with  whom  the  right 
honorable  member  for  East  Sydney  is  now 
sitting,  all  took  an  attitude  similar  to  that 
of  the  Honorable  member  for  Hume.  When 
an  Electoral  Bill  was  before  this  House 
a  few  years  ago,  all  the  Victorian  repre- 
sentatives, except  myself,  wished  to  give 
country  constituencies  a  larger  representa- 
tion than  city  constituencies.  Personally, 
I  could  not  see  that  it  was  fair  to  give 
14,000  men  in  a  country  constituency  the 
same  representation  as  42,000  in  my  con- 
stituency. I  agree  with  what  the  right 
honorable  member  said  about  the  deception 
of  intending  immigrants,  and  I  hope  that 
^he  Ministry  will  put  facts  fairly  before 
those  whom  they  are  trying  to  attract  to 
<his  country.    People  should  not  be  brought 


here  under  false  pretences.  They  should 
know  exactly  how  things  stand  before  thev 
leave  theii  own  country.  He  also  gave 
credit  to  the  Minister  of  Defence  for  ad- 
vancing physical  culture  amcMig  the  cadets. 
But  it  was  the  Minister's  predecessor  who 
convened  a  conference  to  consider  the  possi- 
bility of  having  a  medical  inspection  of 
the  State  schools,  while  the  hwiorable 
member  for  Hindmarsh  moved  a  motion  in 
favour  of  teaching  the  cadets  phjsical  cul- 
ture, and  I,  by  asking  questifflis,  two  or 
three  years  ago,  got  the  Prime  Minister  to 
promise  to  refer  the  matter  to  a  Premiers* 
C(Hiference.  Therefore,  the  inception  of 
the  idea  lies,  not  with  the  preset  Minister, 
but  with  his  predecessor,  and  with  the 
others  I  have  mentioned. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — Does  not  a  Ministry  always 
steal  its  predecessor's  clothes? 

Mr.  Batchelor. — At  any  rate  it  need 
not  boast  about  the  fit. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— Or  misfit.  I  was  pleased 
to  hear  the  remarks  of  the  right  honorable 
m«nber  on  the  land  questim. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — He  did  not  go  far  enough. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— Perhaps  he  wished  to 
hedge  a  bit,  because  he  does  not  know  how 
to  suit  the  cctfnpany  in  which  he  may  find 
himself  in  the  future.  He  said  that  the 
resumption  of  land  at  present  in  operation 
in  the  various  States  was  a  weak 
and  foolish  system.  I  certainly  agree 
with  him,  that  the  aggregation  of 
large  estates  is  a  curse.  He  put  me 
in  mind  of  what  the  Prime  Minister  aptly 
termed  the  dressing  of  a  shc^  window. 
He  was  dressing  his  shop  window,  but  in 
front  of  the  window  there  was  this  placard — 
"  This  shop  is  closed  for  stock-taking  and 
repairs."  He  can  dress  a  shop  wmdow 
with  his  particular  proposals,  but  he  has 
no  power  to  carry  them  into  effect.  He  is 
no  more  than  any  other  honorable  member 
who  sits  in  the  Ministerial  comer  or  on 
this  side.  All  that  he  can  do  is  to  vote 
for  or  against  particular  proposals  which 
are  brought  forward.  It  is  all  very  well 
for  him  to  ask  what  will  be  done  on  the 
land  question,  but  he  has  no  more  power 
to  exercise  than  has  any  other  honorable 
member.  He  can  only  use  his  voice  and 
vote. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — His  shop  is  closed  because 
his  political  stock  has  been  taken. 

Mr.  TUDOR.  —  The  people  have 
weighed  the  right  honorable  gentleman 
and  found  him  wantingw^  At^  Jhe  last 
general  election  ^liaS'^^tJi^ht&yM^  wa^ 
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taken,    and   he   was   passed   out    as  a 
back  number  in  politics.      He  returned 
to  the  House  with  a  diminished  following, 
and  now  the  three  parties  in  opposition  to 
the  Labour  jMity  have  joined  together. 
Whether  that  conjunction  will  prove  bene- 
ficial or  otherwise  remains  to  be  seen.  The 
right  honorable  member  said  that  it  is  not 
fair  to  quote  the  honorable  member  for 
Fawkner  as  being  the  president  of  the 
Employers'  Federatioi,  or  to  call  this  an 
Employers'   Federatifm   Ministry.  Appa- 
rently the  Employers'  Federaticwi  want  to 
make  it  one»  if  ue  are  to  judge  by  their 
reports.    We  are  not  judging  them  by  our 
reports.     I   acknowledge  that  honorable 
members  on  the  other  side  do  not  find  any- 
thing like  that  frcxr.  any  of  our  supporters. 
If  I  call  this  Ministry  an  Employers'  Fede- 
ration Ministry,   it  will  only  be  because 
that  body  has  furnished  the  proof  that  it 
is.    I  have  not  taken  the  proof  from  any- 
body else.    They   have   stated   that-  if 
Socialists  are  quoted  against  us,  we  re- 
sent it.    It  is  well-known  that  the  official 
Socialist  party  in  Victoria,  and,  T  Relieve, 
in  other  States,   have  always  been  most 
bitter  in  denunciation  of  the  Labour  party. 
At  the  last  State  election  here  they  op- 
posed the  representatives  of  the  Labour 
party,  but  a  great  number  of  them  have,  I 
believe,  seen  the  error  of  their  ways,  and 
that,  of  course,  is  a  good  thing.    I  cer- 
tainly hoped  that  there  would  be  a  unify- 
ing of  our  forces,  as  well  as  a  unifying  of 
those  who  are  opposed  to  everything  re- 
garded as  progressive.    We  are  asked  to- 
(lay  by  the  press — What  is  the  use  of  con- 
tinuing this  debate?     That  is  equivalent 
to  a  statement  that  honorable  members  have 
no  right  to  speak  to  their  constituents,  or 
to  place  their  position  before  the  House. 
I  offer  no  apolc^y  for  any  speech  I  may 
make.    I  have  as  much  right  as  any  other 
honorable  member  to  speak,  and  J  shall 
do  so  whenever  I  desire.    The  position  of 
the   Ministry   should,    I  think,  be  chal- 
lenged.  Whether  they  win  or  lose,  we  shall 
know  the  exact  position  of  every  honor- 
able member  who  is  supporting  them.  Go- 
vernment supporters  will  not  be  able  to 
say,  at  an  election,  as  a  number  of  them 
would  otherwise  do—'*  If  the  Ministry  had 
been  challenged,  we  would  have  voted 
against  them."    The  position  of  the  Min- 
istry is,  I  admit,  a  peculiar  one. 

Mr.  Fin.LER. — We  are  not  objecting  to 
the  Opposition  challenging  us. 


Mr.  TUDOR.— No,  but  the  newspapers- 
are.  It  is  the  press  which  is  keeping  the 
Government  in  office. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook.— The  newspapers 
have  challenged  the  Opposition  in  respect 
of  the  time  they  are  occupying  in  this 
debate. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— I  shall  take  just  a» 
much  time  as  I  like. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook.— I  did  not  raise  the 
objection. 

Mr.  TUDOR. — According  to  their  votes 
on  the  last  Tariff,  no  less  than  six  Minis 
ters  are  Free  Traders. 

XIr.  Coon.— Is  that  why  the  honorable 
member  intends  to  vote  against  them  ? 

Mr.  TUDOR.— \a  I  do  not  trust  tbt- 
tree  Traders  or  the  Protectionists  in  the 
Ministry. 

^tr.    Hall. — They  do  not    trust  one 

another. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— That  is  their  lockout, 
not  mine.    We  have  often  been  told  here 
that  in  the  past  the  Prime  Minister  had 
to  say  "Yes,  Mr.  Watson,"  or  "Yes,  Mr. 
Fisher."    But  the  position  to-day  is  that 
the  Free  Trade  Ministers  and  Free  Trade 
supporters  hare  to  say,  "Yes,  Mrs.  A^e.' 
and  the  Protectionist  Ministers  and  Pro 
tecticmist  supporters   h^ve  to  say,  Ve^. 
Mrs.    Argus."     They    are   all  absolutelv 
dependent    uoon     the     newspapers  for 
support      and     continuance     in  ofikr. 
One    newspaper     to-dav    is     an     ecl»  ' 
of  the  other.    It  has  been  said  that  some  i 
Ministers  are  more  pleasant  since  thev 
crossed  the  floor,  that  instead  of  scowling 
thev  are  smiling.    Some  Ministers  ne\-er  ' 
smiled  before  thev  reached  the  Treasun  I 
bench.    It  puts  me  in  mind  of  the  weP 
known  verse — 

There  was  a  young  lady  of  Riga, 
She  went  for  a.  ride  on  a  tiger. 

They  returned  from  the  ride. 

With  the  ladv  inside, 
And  a  smile  on  the  face  of  the  tiger. 

The  Minister  of  Defence  is  smiling  because 
he  has  swallowed  the  Liberal  party;  th? 
Treasurer  is  smiling  because  he  also  has 
done  some  swallowing.  I  admit  that  the 
Postmaster-General  does  not  appear  to  have 
swallowed  anything,  except  that  which, 
perhaps,  has  disagreed  with  him.  Th^ 
Minister  of  Home  Affairs  is  just  the  same 
as  he  was  previously.  Outside  the  House 
we  have  never  been  doubtful  as  to  the 
Prime  Minister's  attitude  to  the  Labour 
party.  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  copy  of  th<» 
Brith/t  .Australasian  for  2^rd  Ilfav.  tv);. 
which  contains  a  report  of  what  is  knowir 
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as  his  "deep-water"  speech.     As  it  is  not     Manufacturers  in  thi.  country  Mt  th«  scouree 

a  cabled  account,  as  it  cannot  be  said  to  municipal  trader,  and  so  they  bad  n« 

have  been  faked  by  any  newspaper  here,  *°  complain  of  as  to  the  Colmies  beiae 

as  It  was  published  in  London  when  the  ****  Motherland  in  that  respect. 

Prime  Minister  was  there,  I  propose  to  put  which  had*  hi^^'I^  "^'^f        one  of  the  things 

on  j^cord  what  the  Prime  MinisZ  did  £y  TaViSto' AuJt'r^alrti       SZ^L  IfT,  SS' 

of  the  Labour  party,  and  afterwards  sliow  P^ny  laws  in  the  different  States  VaW  lSS' 

ftOW  mistaken  he  was  in  his  statements  le-  >o/«:ent  years  in  Australia  had  don"  a 

yarding  the  number  of  Labour  members  in    nifri„»  fi  ^"^'^^  investors  timid  about 

tlie  State  Parliaments  "«"oers  m     piacmg  the,r  money  in  Australian  undertakings. 

Mr  FzsHER.-He  explained  that  the  re-  ter'fs^/dtt'tii'-^^^d'^  ^^^cS^irX^ZJS^ 

port  of  the  speech  was  cabled  out  here  in-  "^f  Co\ouit^,  and  he  wa»  freqSy  Sn^ 

advertently.  d"  b  ^7'             ^°                  wsta,  m. 

Mr.  TUDOR.-The  Prime  Minister  was  ^"fvesL/  -'5"^  rag;™?/ 

toohng   either   the   people   in   the   Old  -li^**"*  *****  ^1"*'                 advantage,  to 

Country  or  the  Labour  party  here.  He  could  ^ere*  Xr«n°  .f°"A  =""1*^  "^l"- 
notp«»ibly   le  tr/to' both   at*' ;«t^'cc.^M  Ji';  ^^^^^^^ 

Either  he  meant  this,  or  be  did  not.     If  <^^P'5*l        "elfish.  Ld  would  go  wh"«  "i 

the    report    was    cabled    out    inadvert-  ""w** 

«ntly,  perhaps  we  did  not  get  the  proper  no  need  for  hU"*.  "P-"'. 

strength    of    the    pc^ition."^   Ther^fo^.  ^^n^rVl' ^l.^^^l  ^^^^^ 

I     propose,    m     justice   to   the    honorable  its  own  Government. ^xercSing  aSifflv 

and  learned  gentleman,  to  put  on  record  i'^TP*"?*"'  authority  over  its  citiiens  and  its 

the  report  which  appeared  in  the  British  aT^t  h°„*    ''i'^*'             ''"o"  undertakings, 

newspaper.  2f  '   J^PP"fd   came  the  whole  body  of  mx^i. 

o-     „r  ^,           private  enterprises,  the  land   and  the 

Sir  William  Lyme.— The  reporf  ap-  ff"'*=^y»'        all  the  great  industrial  assocU- 

peared  in  a  Londcm  newspaper  before  tte  ment  'Sdfi^it7i'^  l^' 

cablegram  came  out  here.     ^  S  ^cLl^^  C^^f.V. 

Mr.    TUDOR.-The  speed,   was   ad-  SfTrTThJ  .hl'r' ''^  ^''^ 

<3r«sed  to  a  number  of  British  financiers.  ^lLVViu.fZl^nZ%  ''S'^arcaiui 

and  the  report  is  headed  "British  Capital  'l'*  'i^-  and  growth  of  the'^LabMr  pSv  TW 

in  Australia,"  with  the  sub-heading,  "Mr.  P^'^  ^''.'^  its  initiation  in  Australirat  a  time 

Beakin    Explains   the    Position   of   the  «iJ^i?^°";„7K"l  ^'^'^  S'"' 

Labour  Party."  ST;  fh.  invest- 

^  ments  for  the  large  amount  of  monev  at  their 

Sir  William  Lyne.— The  Prime  Minis-  co'n^and.   had  encouraged   enterprises  which 

ter  was  induced  by  a  man  named  Ham  to  spread  Tnd  '/^vij'""*  «rutiay.    Then  alarm 

make  the  speech.  E'ierms  !^bSrs"'^li*L^be^T^•^^ 

Mr.  TUDOR.-That  has  nothing  to  do  "r^""      '^"Z     °^  '^''K  terms,  calSd  iT  i 

with  me.    The  report  reaHs  as  folCs:—  Tts  time'oT.r^  r^'^;,  '^^'^  -^^^"^  P^^'y 

, .  .   .  ■       growth  and  maturity,  but  at  Dresent  • 

Mr.  Deakin  attended  a  luncheon  last  Thurs-  "  ^'^s  m  very  deep  water  as  a  narlv 
<lay  at  De  Keyser's  Royal  Hotel,  in  order  to       Mr.   Deakin  then  review*-.!    it    L    m  t,. 

meet    a   number   of   repWntativ«   of   British  length  the  position  ofXT^bour  P^r"v  rfh! 

^ap.tal  invented  in  Australasia.     Mr.   Richard  several   States.     He  «"d  oTat  Jn^eSr^n 

Ham    presided,    and    amongst    those    present  Victoria  the  other  dav-the  Stnt?  i,-  ? 

were  Lord  Vaux    of  Harrowden,  Sir  C.  Rivers  he   came-had    left    that    D-^rf  l-i™" 

Wilson,    Mr.    Harmood-Banner,    M.P.,    Mr.    F.  n,embers  out  of  a  tola?  of^  6  ^    T\  ,J 

raithfull-Begc,  Mr.  A.  B.  Leslie  Mel'ville,  Mr.  House  they   had,  he    beHeved     no,  » 

S-  .P"^''  T^'-'i^^^P^^y  J-  Cecil  representative,  so'  that  SrpJospecTs  of  liSfi? 

Bull    Mr.  J.  B.  Braithwaite.  Mr.  A.   H.   P.  legislation  were  far  from  «iiSini  5:^^^ 

Stoneham,  Mr.  A.  C.  Willis.  Mr.  A.  F.  Parish,  advocates.  encouraging  for  its 

Mr.  Beckwith  Smith,  and  Mr.  Oliver  Wethercd.        In   New   South  Wales  a  coilifinn   h  a  u 

Mr.    Hnrmood-Banner.    M.P.,    in    proposing  formed  between   MV    CarrutS     whn  h  H  ""I 

'■Continued  success  U,  the  Commonwe^Ith'T an§  n  large  majoriry.Tr^d  tJe  ^arty^  ^ 

to  Br.tish  Interests  Therem."  said  that  thev  had  plare<l-a  par. j-  previously  f»  aBi^nce  «ith  the 

met.  as  business  men,  to  lay  before  Mr.  Deakin  Labour  party.     Mr.  Carrihers  Wld  be  Sn,?^ 

ccrtnm  matters  in  regard  to  which  they  thought  to   the   counlrv    in    a    few   months  Ik 

he  might   help  them.     One  . of  these^was  Ae  seemed  to  be 'not  the    HghtTst  Joibt  that  th" 

Muesuon  of  makmg  safe  Bntish  capital  invested  coalition  of  the  two   regnlar   part"e?    as  thej 

.n   Anstra  ,a.     He   also   thought   that   investors  might   be   termed-uader    Mr  Carmther. 

m  .nrlustnal  enterprises  should  be  treated  in  a  Mr.  Waddell-would  result  i^  the  ^IJ^.n? 

m^inner  that  would  make  it  easy  to  obtain  cap!-  Ministry  with  a  ereflgiteSioritv  oVsOT-.?!/ 

tal   here    for   the   development  of    Australia,  party.  »  fi«"^  majority  of  Eabour 
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In  Queensland  a  Government  had  been  formed 
out  of  the  Labour  party,  but  it  had  been  de- 
feated, and  there  was  txi  doubt  that  that  party 
would  not  count  in  the  new  Parliament  about 
to  be  elected, 

In  Tasmania  the  Labour  party  had  never  yet 
exercised  any  practical  influence,  and  it  did 
not  appear  likely  to  do  so. 

The  State  of  Western  Australia  had  a  short 
experience  of  the  rule  of  the  Labour  party, 
but  they  were  defeated  and  placed  in  Opposi- 
tion, and,  so  far  as  he  was  aware,  there  was 
no  prospect  of  their  resuming  their  lease  of 
power.  , 

The  only  State  in  Australia  to-day  in  which 
the  Labour  party  was  represented  by  the  Minis- 
try was  South  Australia,  where  they  were  in 
coalition  with  Mr.  Price.  He  had  been  in- 
formed just  recently  of  events  which  indicated 
that  within  a  short  time  the  Labour  party  there 
would  be  in  a  minority. 

To  all  intents  and  purposes,  in  these  several 
States  who  had  control  of  the  various  matters 
to  which  reference  had  been  made,  there  would 
be,  probably  before  this  year  closed,  or  shortly 
after,  a  strong  Government  entirely  independent 
of  the  Labour  party,  even  in  the  popular  House. 
That  fact,  he  thought,  disposed  in  a  practical 
manner  of  the  difficulty  of  investors  owing  to 
any  fear  of  what  the  Labour  party  might  do. 

That  statement  is  interesting  in  view  of  the 
present  positi<m  in  the  various  States.  In 
Victoria,  there  are  now  twenty-one  Labour 
members  in  a  Legislative  Assembly  of 
sixty-five.  At  the  List  election,  which  was 
brought  about  for  the  express  purpose  of 
dishing  the  Labour  party,  it  was  the  only 
party  that  increased  its  numbers,  as  it 
gained  six  seats.  The  Prime  Minister  said 
that  there  was  not  a  single  representative 
of  the  party  in  the  Victorian  Upper  House, 
but  there  have  t)een  two  representatives  of 
our  party  there  fOT  over  six  years.  I  do 
not  know  suflScient  about  the  position  of 
the  Labour  partv  in  New  South  Wales  

Mr.  Hat.l.— They  had  an  increase  of 
seven  at  the  last  election. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— That  is  a  very  fair  rate 
of  increase  In  Queensland,  where  the 
Prime  Minister  said  that  the  party  would 
not  count  in  the  new  Parliament  about  to 
be  elected,  they  are  in  a  very  strong  posi- 
tion, despite  all  those  who  have  left  them. 
In  Tasmania,  where  the  honorable  gentleman 
said  the  Labour  party  had  never  counted, 
it  has  two-fifths  of  the  whole  of  the  repre- 
sentatiwi  in  the  Lower  House,  more  than 
either  of  the  other  parties  by  itself,  and 
very  Httle  less  than  the  two  together.  In 
Western  Australia  the  partv  is  stronger 
than  ever.  That  was  the  speech  which  the 
Prime  Minister  made  as  a  prophet.  When 
he  was  away  frcwn  the  partv  he  said  it  did 
not  count,  and  that  outside  the  Federal 
arwia  we  were  put  in  our  places.    Only  a 


few  months  i:go  he  described  the  different 
parties  that  sit  opposite,  with  the  exceptioo 
of  the  party  of  ten  that  he  has  taken  over* 
as  the  wreckage  of  the  Black  Labour  party, 
of  the  Free  Importing  party,  of  the  anti- 
Socialist  party,  and  the  Individualist 
l^rty.  But  there  is  now  the  wreckage  of 
antMher  party  washed  up  with  the  flotsam 
and  jetsam  on  the  other  side  of  the  House 
—the  wreckage  of  his  own  party — and  be 
took  them  th^e.  I  do  not  blame  him  fox 
doing  so,  for  it  is  quite  right  that  all  the 
wrecks  should  be  together.  We  have  been 
told  that  the  fusion  was  brought  about  in 
order  to  dish  the  Labour  party,  and  that 
it  would  last,  at  any  rate,  over  the  next 
election ;  but  as  any  Smate  candidates  re- 
turned at  the  next  electiOT  will  hold  their 
seats  for  six  years,  the  fusion  must  last 
for  six  years.  That  means  that  honorable 
manbers  opposite  have  a^cv^.  to  sink  the 
Tariff  for  at  least  that  time.  Some  hon- 
orable members  may  say  "  so  much  the 
better,"  but  they  will  not  be  able  to  fool 
the  people  into  the  belief  that  the  arrange- 
ment is  to  last  <Bily  three  years.  That  be- 
ing the  case,  Protectiaiists,  if  they  intend 
to  support  the  present  Ministry,  must  know 
that  there  can  be  no  dealing  with  the  Tariff 
in  any  way  for  the  next  six  years.  Senator 
Best  admitted  yesterday  that  there  was  no 
hope  of  dealing  with  it.  Is  there  a  com- 
bined party  opposite,  and  if  so,  what  are 
the  objects  for  which  it  has  cwne  together? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — ^To  down  the  La- 
bour party. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— I  believe  that  is  the  only 
reasOTi.  The  Manchester  Guardian,  which 
carries  as  much  weight,  politically,  in  Eng- 
land as  any  other  paper,  said  of  the  present 
Ministry,  in  its  issue  of  2nd  June,  1909, 
after  recei\'int;  a  cable  that  the  Fisher  Go- 
vernment had  been  defeated — 

TRE  AUSIULUN  POUTKIAL  CUSIS. 

The  Governor-General  of  Australia  has  re- 
fused to  perrnit  Mr.  Fisher  to  dissolve  Parlia- 
ment, and  the  Labour  Cabinet  must  resign  with- 
out a  chance  of  appealing  to  the  country.  We 
do  not  attempt  to  criticise  the  proprietjr  of  Lord 
Dudley's  refusal,  but  it  obviously  gives  Mi. 
Deakin  the  power  to  prevent  the  Labour  Premier 
appointing  the  Australian  High  Commissioner 
and  the  Australian  delegates  to  the  Naval  Con- 
ference. Whether  Mr.  Deakin's  prestige  will 
benefit  from  a  few  months  in  office  before  the 
inevitable  general  election  of  next  year  i» 
another  question.  Mr.  Deakin  has  defeated  the 
Labour  p.irtv  by  an  amazing  coalition.  He 
himself  stands  for  high  Protection  and  the  new 
Protection,  for  Federal  as  against  State  autho- 
rity, for  compulsory  mUitary  tn^ing,  for 
democratic  land  Q^oroil.  i>  VeiCm^lms  combined 
with  Mr.  Cook's  party,  which  aovocates  Free 
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Trade^  and  State  Rights,  is  opposed  to  militaiy 
training,  and  represents  "  property."  To  make 
the  coalition  more  unnatural,  it  has  been  ar- 
ranged to  defeat  a  party  which  has  taken  over 
all  the  prominent  planks  of  Mr.  Deakin's  own 
programme.  The  terms  of  the  coalition  are 
that  the  Cookites  approve  Mr.  Deakin'a  pro- 
gramme, and  that  Mr,  Deakin  makes  no  attempt 
to  carry  it  out;  but,  of  course,  the  real  pur- 
pose of  the  coalition  is  to  get  into  office.  One 
cannot  help  thinking  that,  however  desirable 
and  estimable  that  consummation,  the  means 
will  grove  unpalatable  to  the  Australian  people. 
Some  of  Mr.  Deakin's  own  friends  have  al- 
ready broken  from  bim  with  cries  of  "Judas," 
Rnd  the  transaction  does  look  rather  unpleasant. 
It  is  all  the  less  pleasant  because  for  many 
years  there  has  been  an  astonishing  reality 
and  sincerity  about  Australian  politics.  With- 
out producing  any  very  distinguished  political 
personality,  Australia  has  been  singularly 
fruitful  of  political  ideas  and  political  experi.' 
meats,  and  the  whole  world  would  be  the  poorer 
if  that  fertility,  which  is  the  consequence  of 
sincerity,  were  checked. 

That  is  the  opinion  of  a  newspaper  which, 
at  the  preset  time,  has  more  influence  in 
politics  in  Great  Britain  than  any  other 
newspaper  published  there.  I  admit  that 
it  does  not  count  out  here,  but  I  sulxnlt 
that  its  summing  up  of  the  position  is  ab- 
solutely accurate.  It  is  clear  that  the 
Cookites  have  adopted  the  Deakinites'  plat- 
form so  long  as  they  are  given  a  definite 
assurance  that  no  attempt  will  be  made 
to  carry  it  out. 

Sir  John  Quick.— Why  do  not  Honor- 
able members  opposite  permit  an  attempt  to 
carry  it  out  ? 

Mr.  TUDOR.— The  Postmaster-General 
will  have  an  opportunity,  a  little  later,  to 
carry  it  out.  One  of  the  objectiuis  to  the 
Labour  party  hitherto  has  been  that  we 
hold  caucuses.  I  admit  that  the  objection 
is  not  frequently  urged  to-day,  because 
other  parties  have  recently  been  so  busy 
holding  caucuses  themselves.  Objection  also 
has  been  taken  to  the  Labour  party's 
pledge,  and  in  this  connexiwi  I  should  like 
to  say  that  I  have  with  me  a  copy  of  a 
letter,  to  which  I  referred  in  speaking  on 
the  adjournment  of  the  debate  on  the 
Address-in-RepIy,  I  refer  to  the  letter 
which  was  sent  to  Mr.  E.  F.  G.  Hodges 
by  Mr.  J.  Hume  Cook,  the  member  for 
Bourke,  as  "Government  Secretary." 

Sir  John  Quick. — What  is  the  date  of 
the  letter? 

Mr.  TUDOR,— It  is  dated  24th  of  May, 
1906.  That  was  prior  to  the  last  Federal 
elections.  The  partv  could  not,  at  that 
time,  have  been  selecting  candidates  for  the 


Parliament  to  be  elected  after  this.  This 
is  the  letter  in  full — 

The  Parliament  of  the  Commonwealth, 
Parliament  Houses  Melbourne, 
„  34th  May,  1906. 

To  Mr.  E.  F.  G.  Hodges,  Main-street,  Box 

Hill.  ' 

Dear  Mr.  Hodges, 

Re  Merada  electorate;  yours  of  the  21st  inst., 
addressed  to  the  Prime  Minister,  has  been  re- 
ferred to  me  for  answer.  The  Government  is 
glad  to  have  ^our  offer  to  stand  in  the  Liberal 
and  Protectionist  interest,  and  your  request  for 
Ministerial  approval  is  noted.  It  is  my  duty 
to  inform  you,  however,  that  before  any  can- 
didate can  secure  the  official  support  of  the 
Ministerial  and  Protectionist  forces,  he  must 
be  prepared  to  agree  to  the  following  condi- 
tions : — 

I.  To  give  an  unqualified  assent  to  the  fiscal 
proposals  of  the  Government,  and  a  general 
support  to  all  other  Ministerial  measures. 

a.  To  withdraw  his  candidature  for  any  given 
constituency  if  not  selected  for  it. 

If  you  are  prepared  to  accept  these  conditions 
please  advise  me  at  once. 

Yours  in  truth, 

J.  HuwK  Cook, 

Government  Secretary, 
.  P.S.— If  vou  are  willing  to  offer  your  ser- 
vices  generally,  and  without  regard  to  any  par- 
ticular scat,  your  claims  will  not  be  overlooked. 

The  letter  was  written  about  six  months 
prior  to  the  last  election,  and  I  direct  at- 
tention to  the  fact  that  it  was  written  on 
the  (^ciat  note-paper  of  the  Common- 
wealth Parliament.  What  right  has  anj 
member  to  use  ofiicial  note-papa*  for  corre- 
spondence of  this  kind  ?  I  know  that  ob 
jection  would  be  taken  if,  from  this  House, 
the  secretary  to  the  Labour  party  conducted 
correspond^ce  on  the  selection  of  parlia- 
mentary candidates  on  official  note-paper. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — There  is  not  much  in 
that. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— I  think  that  it  ought  not 
to  have  been  done.  It  will  be  seen  from 
the  letter  which  I  have  quoted  that  a  can 
didate  desiring  to  secure  the  support  of 
the  Ministerial  and  Protectionist  forces  at 
that  time  was  required  to  pledge  himself 
to  proposals  of  which  he  knew  nothing.  He 
was  asked  to  pledge  himself  to  give  a 
general  support  to  whatever  measures  the 
Government  liked  to  bring  forward,  and. 
further,  and  I  should  like  specially  tc 
emphasize  this  conditi<Mi— - 

To  withdraw  his  candidature  for  any  giver 
constituency  if  not  selected  for  it. 

When  I  referred  to  this  letter  on  a  pre- 
vious occasion  I  had  no  copy  of  it  witl- 
me  at  the  time,  but  I  Ijave  siiu:e  d>tainer 

a  copy.  Digitized  by  Google 
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Mr.  Hume  Cook. — Is  Mr.  Hodges  a 
member  of  the  Labour  party? 

Mr.  TUDOR.— I  propose  to  deal  with 
tliis  letta:  in  own  way,  and  I  shall 
not  be  drawn  aside  unless  it  suits  me.  I 
should  like  to  know  who  were  intrusted 
with  the  selection  of  candidates  under  the 
conditions  referred  to  in  the  letter  I  have 
read.  In  the  Latwur  party,  any  person  who 
has,  for  three  months,  been  a  financial 
member  of  a  Labour  league,  or  whose 
union  is  affiliated  with  the  Political  Labour 
Council,  and  who  is  an  elector  for  a  par- 
ticular district,  can  Lake  part  in  die  selec- 
tion of  a  parliamentary  or  municipal 
candidate  for  that  district.  But  what  are 
we  to  say  of  a  party  in  which  two  or  three, 
or,  at  roost,  perhaps,  eight  or  nine,  make 
the  selection  of  camlidates,  especially  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  some  of  the  selectOTS 
are  in  no  way  representatives  of  the  State 
for  which  they  act? 

Mr.  Batchelor. — It  is  the  worst  fea- 
ture of  Tammany  Hall  repeated. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— Before  the  selection 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Batman  for 
the  constituency  for  which  lie  was  after- 
wards elected,  I  saw  the  honorable  mem- 
ber walking  up  and  down  in  front  of  Par- 
liament House,  and  I  said,  "  What's  up?" 
He  replied,  "  A  deputation  is  inside  asking 
the  Government  to  select  me."  That  depu- 
tation went  before  the  honorable  member 
for  Bourke.  I  have  been  informed  that  that 
honorable  member,  "Vours  in  Truth,  J. 
Hume  Cook,  Government  Secretary,"  said 
to  the  deputation,  "  We  must  have  an  ap- 
plication from  Mr.  Cwn  himself ;  and  we 
must  have  it  in  black  and  white  that  he  will 
never  agnin  rejoin  the  Labour  party? 

Mr.  Hume  Cook.— That  is  mcorrect. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— It  is  absolutely  cor- 
rect; I  make  the  statement  on  the  autho- 
rity of  more  than  me  person  whose  word 
I  would  sooner  take  than  that  of  the  hon- 
orable member. 

Mr.  Coon. — It  is  not  sa 

Mr.  TUDOR. — The  honorable  member 
does  not  know.  He  was  not  present;  he 
was  walking  up  and  down  outside  Parlia- 
ment House  waiting  to  hear  the  verdict. 
The  "Government  Secretary"  further 
statefl,  "  Personally,  I  am  verv  favorable 
to  Mr.  Coon  as  a  candidate,"  and  he  went 
on  to  sav,  "  Tt  really  rests  with  me,  gen- 
tlemen, 'if  T  favour  h'n-j  it  is  pretty  sure 
he  will  be  selected."  Any  one  who  knows 
the  honorable  member  will  realize  that  that 
is  the  kind  of  thing  he  would  say— that 


he  would  try  to  put  on  as  much  style  as 
possible,  and  would  lead  the  deputation  to 
believe  that  he  was  the  great  "  I  am." 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — The  honwable  mem- 
ber should  write  a  novel ;  his  romancing  is 
so  good. 

Mr.  TUDOR..— I  am  stating  facts. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook.— Will  the  honorable 
gentleman  say  whether  Mr.  Hodges  ran  as 
a  candidate  "for  Koovong? 

Mr.  TUDOR.— Last  week  the  honorable 
member  for  Dalley  quoted  the  letter  to 
which  I  have  referred  as  it  appeared  ia 
the  Labour  Call. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — Why  did  not  the 
'Labour  Call  put  it  all  in? 

Mr.  TUDOR.— That  I  do  not  know.  I 
have  read  it  all ;  does  the  honorable  mem- 
ber object? 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — No;  the  hmorable 
member  can  read  it  twice  if  he  likes. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— I  am  glad  that  the  hon- 
orable mraibo-  for  Llanecoorie  has  entered 
the  Chamber.  When  the  h(xiorable  mem- 
ber for  Dalley  was  quoting  the  letter  be 
said,  "Is  it  not  maxle  clear  that  that  lettCT  is 
a  thing  of  years  ago?"  It  was  not  a  thing 
of  years  ago,  it  affected  the  last  Federal 
elections.  It  does  not  go  back  any  further 
than  that. 

Dr.  CARxy  Saluon. — The  honcvable 
member  for  Dall^  thought  the  letter  was 
written  a  week  or  two  before. 

Mr.  TUDOR— He  added— 

I  see  that  it  is  dated  24tii  May,  1906. 

Dr.  Cakty  Salmon. — ^The  honorable 
member  might  as  well  be  fair.  Those  who 
were  present  know  that  the  homvable  mem- 
ber for  Dalley  was  not  aware  when  the  let- 
ter was  written,  until  I  drew  his  attentioa 
to  the  fact  that  it  was  written  years  ago. 

Mr.  TUDOR. — T  was  not  here  wl^ 
the  honorable  member  was  speaking.  Ap- 
parently there  were  many  interjections,  as 
the  report  shows  that  Mr.  Speaker  had  to 
appeal  to  honorable  members  to  keep  order. 
The  honorable  member  for  Dalley  went  on 
to  say — 

I  am  pleased  that  the  error  has  beea  so 
quickly  corrected,  but  the  incident  shows  that 
the  Labour  Call,  which  is  supposed  to  be  the 
or(;an  of  those  puritans  opposite,  has  taken  ad- 
vantage of  a  deliberate  lie,  or  has  made  it 
appear  that  what  occurred  some  years  ago  ts 
applicable  to  present  conditions. 

Now,  in  the  first  place,  the  Labour  Call 
published  the  date.  It  did  not  mention 
the  fact  that  the  letter  was  written  just 
before  the  last  election,  hufe^  any  veraoa 
reading  the  documeittgnmAtisMt^^mMlAbia 
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that  was  so.  I  do  not  know  whether  this 
procedure  was  in  operation  prior  to  the  last 
election,  or  will  be  in  operation  again. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — It  will  always  be  in 
operatimi  for  Labour  men  who  want  to  get  ^ 
in  as  Liberals. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— Does  the  borwrable 
member  mean  to  say  that  I  cannot  produce 
any  more  letters  from  him? 

Mr.  HuHE  Cook. — No,  the  iKmorable 
member  cannot. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— Very  well,  we  will  see. 

%Ir.  HuHE  Cook. — ^The  honorable  mem- 
ber can  search  all  Victoria  for  the  purpose 
if  he  likes. 

Mr.  TUDOR. — I  know  that  men  an- 
nounced that  they  were  the  selected  Govern- 
ment candidates  at  the  last  election.  I 
have  before  me  a  journal  which  I  have  no 
doubt  the  honorable  member  for  Bourke 
has  seen.  It  contains  three  photographs 
of  Ministerial  candidates  for  the  ^nate. 
There  is  also  a  photograph  of  the  Goi'ern- 
ment  Whip  at  work  in  his  office.  I  shall 
deal  with  this  publication  a  little  later. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — I  did  not  say  that 
there  were  no  selected  Goremment  candi- 
dates, 

Mr.  TUDOR.— Who  selected  them? 
The  honorable  member  for  Dalley  tried  to 
make  out  that  the  Labour  Call  endeavoured 
to  mislead'.  I  say  that  •  it  -did  not.  If 
that  had  been  the  intentim,  the  date  of 
the  letter  would  not  have  been  published. 
The  h<KK>rab)e  member  called  our  party 
puritans.  He  has  not  always  called  us  by 
that  name. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — Wh.->t  the  Labour 
Call  left  out  wa.s  that  Mr.  Hodges  applied 
for  selection.  A  Labour  man  wanted  to 
got  in  as  a  Liberal. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— The  Sydney  Worker 
published  the  'etter.  but  made  a  slight 
mistake,  which  I  hope  will  be  correrted. 
The  portion  of  It  statintr  that  a  candid.ite 
who  was  not  selected  would  have  to  with- 
draw was  not  inserted.  I  trust  that  that 
error  will  be  corrected,  to  show  the  tactics 
of  the  ^finisteriaIists.  Now  the  honwable 
mcmlxT  for  Rntman  sent  alonp  a  deputation 
asking  for  his  selection.  He  will  admit 
tha  t  the  deputation  came  f  rom  him. 
This  was  before  Mr.  Higgins  had  been 
anpointed  to  the  Hiph  Court  Bench.  The 
drputatton  told  the  Secretary  to  the  Cabi- 
net that  they  intended  to  run  a  candidate 
in  onposition  to  Mr.  Higgins.  The  Secretary 
to  the  Cabinet  stated  that  if  Mr.  Higgins 
was  not  on  the  High  Court  Bench  before 


the  election  took  place  the  Government 
would  support  him.  I  wish  I  had  been 
present  the  other  day  when  the  honorable 
member  for  Corio  said  that  the  Labour 
party  endeavoured  to  imdermine  the  posi- 
tioo  of  Mr.  Higgins.  The  positicm  was 
this.  The  procedure  of  our  party  in  the 
State  of  Victoria  is,  that  when  the  branches 
of  the  Labour  organization  in  an  electorate 
have  convened  a  meeting,  to  arrange  for 
the  selection  of  candidates,  they  call  for 
nominations  for  the  purpose  of  making  a 
choice.  Intending  candidates  are  notified 
in  the  press.  Every  one  knows  about  it. 
Probably,  honorable  members  saw  that  I 
had  to  nominate  a  week  or  two  ago  for  the 
purposes  of  the  next  election.  Everything 
is  done  in  the  open.  In  the  electorate 
of  Batman  the  lea^fues  at  Fitzrov  and 
Collingwood,  and,  I  belie\-e.  also  a  part  of 
Northcote,  and  part  of  East  Mell>oume. 
were  represented  at  the  meeting.  The 
Fitzroy  section  was  strongest  about  not 
running  anybody  in  opposition  to  Mr. 
Higgins.  But  the  Collingwood  league, 
led  by  the  honorable  member  for  Batman 
at  that  time,  said  that  thev  would  run  a 
candidate  against  Mr.  Higgins  in  anv  case. 
A  meeting  was  held,  and  the  Central 
Executive  advised  that  the  matter  he  held 
over  as  the  election  would  not  be  held  for 
two  m<»iths. 

Mr.  CooN. — They  did  nothing  of  the 
sort,  and  the  honorable  member  knows  it. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— I  do  not,  and  the  hon- 
orable member  will  have  an  opportunity 
of  refuting  my  statement  afterwards,  if  it 
i.«!  not  true.  The  ir-atter  was  held  over. 
There  was  a  break-awav  from  the  Labour 
league  in  Collingwood,  led  by  the  honor- 
able member  for  Batman.  But  the  bulk 
of  the  mpml)ers  who  broke  away  have,  as 
far  as  I  know,  with  one  or  two  exception!*, 
gone  back  to  the  Labour  league. 

Mr.  CooN.  —  Ho»  many  resigned  ? 
Twenty-three. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— If  the  honorable  mem- 
ber says  that  twenty-three  resigned  because 
they  desired  to  oppose  Mr.  Higgins,  I  will 
take  his  word  for  it.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Corio,  in  his  speech  in  this  House, 
on  25th  June,  said — 

Every  time  that  Mr.  Jtisllr-  flijiatns'  name 
IS  mentioned  in  L.ibour  circles  throuehotit  the 
Commonwcaltli  it  is  cheered,  .ind  justiv  so; 
indeed,  the  le.Trned  fj^ffm^n  h.is  been  .Timosi 
adopted  bv  the  Labour  p.Trt>-,  a'l1ion<;h  be  wa« 
always  n  member  of  the  Liben-il  partv.  But  I 
remember  the  «-ge,*M^Oe^r??^°  " 
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cheered  was  opposed,  and  every  effort  made  by 
the  Labour  party  to  hound  him  down  and  de- 
prive him  of  his  seat  in  the  House. 

I  ask  the  honorable  member  for  Batman 
was  that  true  ?    The  honorable  member  has 
heard  the  question,   and  he  may  answer" 
when  he  speaks  in  this  debate.    The  hon- 
orable member  for  Corio  went  on  to  say — 

Just  before  Mr.  Justice  Higgins  was  elevated 
to  the  High  Court  Bench,  he  was  faced  with  a 
Labour  antagonist  in  his  constituency,  although 
he  had  been  Attorney-General  in  a  Labour 
Government. 

The  honorable  member  fw  Batman  knows 
that  that  statement  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Corio  is  absolutely  incorrect.  Mr. 
Justice  'Higgins  was  not  fa(£d  with  a 
Labour  antagtxiist  at  the  time  he  was  ap- 
pointed lo  the  Bench ;  and,  indeed,  that 
was  the  complaint  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber. 

Mr.  Coon. — Was  it  not  the  honorable 
member's  complaint  also? 

Mr.  TUDOR.— I~did  not  deal  with  the 
matter  one  way  or  the  other.  I  was  busy 
with  my  election,  and  the  chances  are  that 
I  did  not  attend  the  meeting  of  the  execu- 
tive of  the  Political  Labour  Council.  The 
h(»iorable  member  for  Batman  has  said  diat 
he  was  a  member  of  the  Labour  League 
which  wanted  to  oppose  Mr.  Justice  Hig- 
gins, and  that  he— the  honorable  member 
for  Batman— caused  a  split  in  the  league 
on  the  questicHi. 

Mr.  Coon. — I  did  not  do  anything  of  the 
sort. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— But  the  honorable  mem- 
ber was  one  who  "  broke  away."  On  page 
217  of  Hansard  of  this  year  the  hcmorable 
member  for  Batman  is  thus  reported — ■ 

The  honorable  gentleman  also  said  that,  at 
one  time,  I  stood  as  a  candidate  for  the  Col- 
lingwood  City  Council,  as  one  not  a  Labour 
man,  and  was  defeated;  but  that  on  the  second 
occasion,  when  I  signed  the  platform  of  the 
Labour  party,  I  was  returned.  Let  me  tell  the 
Minister  that  I  never  signed  the  platform. 

Mr.  TfDOR. — Did  the  honorable  member  never 
sign  the  Labour  pledge  ? 

Mr.  COON. — No;  not  as  a  Labour  candidate 
for  the  Collingwood  Council ;  and  if  he  can 
produce  any  pledge  that  I  have  signed^  I  am 
prepared — 

Mr.  Tudor.— To  resign? 

Mr.  COON. — Yes,  to  resign  straight  away. 
I  was  never  asked  to  sign  the  platform^  and 
I  never  announced  myself  as  a  Labour  candi- 
date for  the  council.  If  the  honorable  member 
can  produce  any  document  showing  that  I  was 
a  Labour  candidate,  I  shall  take  the  step  I  have 
stated. 


Then  I  have  here  a  copy  of  a  letter  as  fol- 
lows : — 

196  Smith-street,  Collingwood, 

a6th  June,  xgoj. 
Mr.  G.  Dupree,  Secretary  C.L.C. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  desire  to  make  application  for  the  support 
of  the  league  at  the  forthcoming  municipal  elec- 
tions. Should  I  have  the  honour  of  being 
selected  \fy  the  branch,  I  intend  to  stand  for 
Barkly  Ward.  I  may  state  that  I  have  care- 
fully gone  through  the  various  planks  of  the 
league's  platform,  and  am  heartily  in  accord 
with  thera,  and  will  be  prepared  at  all  times  to 
advocate  the  same.  Trusting  my  application 
will  receive  favorable  consideration  at  your 
hands. 

I  am,  yours  very  truly, 

Jabkz  G.  Coon. 

Mr.  CooN.— Is  that  a  pledge? 

Mr.  TUDOR.— I  ha\*  read  what  the 
honorable  member  said  in  the  letter.  I 
have  a  syllabus  of  the  Collingwood  branch 
of  the  league,  from  which  I  notice  that  on 
the  29th  June  a  meeting  was  addressed  by 
members  of  this  House,  including  myself. 
On  the  syllabus  is  the  municipal  platform 
of  the  party,  and  across  it  is  written  the 
name  of  Jabez  G.  Coon. 

Mr.  Fisher. — Is  that  the  honorable 
member's  signature? 

Mr.  TUDOR.— It  is  the  honomble 
member's  signature,  and  he  will  not  deny 
it.  When  is  the  honorable  member  going 
to  resign?.  I  hare  produced  a  letter  sent 
by  the  honorable  member,  and  the  platform 
with  his  signature  attached,  and  I  ask,  Mr. 
Speaker,  when  the  honorable  member  is 
going  to  place  his  resignaticm  in  vour 
hands?  On  the  28th  August,  1903,' the 
Age  published  the  following; — 

At  Collinewood,  only  one  Labour  candidate 
out  of  the  three  who  offered  their  services  was 
returned. 

The  hcMiorable  member  fw  Batman  was 
returned  for  Barkly  Ward,  and  the  other 
candidates  were  rejected.  In  1906  the  Age 
published  the  following : — 

The  labour  party  some  time  ago  invited 
nominations,  but  Councillor  Coon  was  the  onljf 
one  who  responded,  and  he  was  chosen  as  the 
party's  representative. 

Mr.  Coon.— The   honorable  member 
knows  that  I  spoke  of  the  pledge. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— Does  the  honorable 
member  deny  his  words  as  reported  in 
Hansard  ? 

Sitting  suspended  from  6.30  to  7.4$  p.m. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— When  the  sitting  was 
suspoided  I  was  dealmg  with  the  state- 
ment of  the  hoDO^te^^^e@^^|^tman 
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that  he  would  resign  his  position  if  It 
could  be  proved  that  he  had  ever  signed 
any  document,  platform,  or  pledge,  as  a 
Labour  candidate. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — More  "  raking  up  " 
of  old  sores? 

Mr.  TUDOR.— On  the  28th  May  last 
the  h<Hiorable  member  for  Batman  dis- 
tinctly stated  that  he  would  resign  his  posi- 
tion if  it  could  be  proved  that  he  had  ever 
signed  the  platf(»in  of  the  Labour  party. 
I  ask  him  now,  whether  he  intends  to  re- 
sign, seeing  that  I  have  proved,  by  his  own 
signature  right  across  the  Labour  platform, 
that  he  did  sign  it.  Whoi  is  he  going  to 
resign  ? 

Mr.  Coon. — Is  that  the  only  chance 
which  the  Labour  party  have  of  securing 
mv  seat? 

Mr.  TUDOR.— No.  Whether  the  hon- 
orable member  resigns  or  not,  we  shall  gain 
it  at  the  next  elections.  The  honorable 
member  stated  that  if  he  had  the  honour  of 
being  selected  he  intended  to  contest  a  cer- 
tain ward.    His  letter  reads — 

196  Smith-street,  Collingwood, 

22nd  June,  1903. 

G.   Dupree,  Esq., 

Secretary,  Collingwood  Labour  League. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  desire  to  inform  you  that  I  will  be  a 
«amli<late  at  the  forthcoming  Council  elections. 
I  intend  to  stand  for  Darkly  Ward.  Being  a 
member  of  the  League,  I  considered  it  my 
■duty  to  inform  the  members  of  my  intentions. 

Yours  very  truly, 

J.*BEZ   G.  COON. 

Four  days  later  the  hcHiorable  member  sent 
the  letter,  which  I  have  previously  read, 
and  on  the  29th  June  of  the  same  year  he 
«igned  the  Labour  platform.  I  do  not  sup- 
pose that  the  Age  would  be  likely  to  class 
him  ns  a  Labour  candidate  if  he  were  not 
one.  Yet  the  day  after  the  election  the  Age 
stated — 

At  Ctjnin;^woDd,  only  one  Labour  candidate 
out  of  the  three  who  oftered  their  services  was 
returned. 

referring  to  the  success  of  the  honorable 
member.  At  the  subsequent  election,  three 
years  afterwards,  it  stated — 

The  Labour  party  some  time  ago  ■  invited 
nominations,  but  Councillor  Coon  was  the  only 
one  who  responded,  and  he  was  chosen  as  the 
party's  representative. 

Surely  the  honorable  member  sent  in  a 
nomination  upon  that  occasion.  Certainly 
the  Age  was  not  likely  to  make  it  appear 
that  he  was  a  Labour  man  if  he  were  only  a 
Liberal.  That  journal  would  not  be  anxious 
to  say  that  the  Labour  party  had  gained  a 


seat  at  the  municipal  elections  if  the  hon- 
orable member  had  not  signed  the  Labour 
platfimn. 

Mr.  Crouch. — Did  not  the  honorable 
member  himself  say,  the  other  day,  that 
the  honorable  member  for  Batman  had 
signed  a  pledge  in  connexion  with  the  muni- 
cipal election? 

Mr.  TUDOR.— If  the  honorable  mem- 
ber  for  Corio  will  look  up  page  217  of 
Hansard  he  will  see  exactly  what  I  did 
say. 

Mr.  Crouch. — I  have  looked  it  up  and 
I  see  that  the  honorable  member  stated  that 
the  honorable  member  for  Batman  had 
signed  a  pledge  or  a  platform. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— The  honorable  member 
for  Cotio  will  find  no  such  statement  in 
Hansard,  and,  I  may  add,  that  I  have  not 
altered  the  Hansard  proof. 

Mr.  Crouch. — I  am  not  accusing  the 
honorable  member  of  having  done  so.  My 
point  is  that  he  stated  that  the  honorable 
member  for  Batman  had  signed  a  pledge. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— Nothing  of  the  sort. 
What  occurred  was  this.  I  asked  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Batman — 

Did  the  honorable  member  never  sign  the 
Labour  pledge? 

His  reply  was — 

No;  not  as  a  Labour  candidate  for  the 
Collingwood  Council ;  and  if  he  can  produce 
any  pledge  that  I  have  signed  I  am  prepared — 

Mr.  Tudor. — To  resign? 

Mr.   COON. — Yes,  to  resign  straight  away. 

He  added — 

I  was  never  asked  to  sign  the  platform,  and 
I  never  announced  myself  as  a  Labour  candi- 
date for  the  Council.  If  the  honorable  mem- 
ber can  produce  any  document  showing  that 
I  was  n  Labour  candidate  I  shall  take  the  step 
I  have  stated. 

I  have  read  the  documents  to  the  House, 

and  I  have  shown  that  the  honorable  mem- 
ber's signature  is  right  across  the  Labour 
platfonn. 

Mr.  Crouch. — Does  that  document  con- 
tain any  pledge  such  as  the  honorable 
member  for  Batman  said  he  had  never 
signed  ? 

Mr.  TUDOR.— If  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Corio  were  in  Court  and  desired  to 
win  his  case,  I  know  that  he  would  like 
to  be  upon  my  side  of  the  fence  on  this 
occasicHi.  I  also  hold  in  my  hand  a  copy 
of  a  ballot-paper  from  the  Castlemaine 
and  Maldon  Branch  of  the  Political 
Labour  Council.    It  cont|[^|^^^^^|^Des  of 
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three  candidates,  namely  : — J.  G.  Coon,  F. 
Moss,  J.  Sutch.  I  have  also  the  following 
letter,  which  speaks  for  itself. 

196  Smith-street,  Coliingwood, 

35th  March,  1904. 

Dear  Mr.  Roderick, 

Would  you  be  good  enough  to  inform  me 
when  the  selection  in  connexion  with  your 
Branch  is  likely  to  take  place.  My  reason  for 
asking  is  the  fact  that  I  have  been  approached 
to  stand  for  another  seat.  But  I  told  the  two 
gentlemen,  who  are  members  of  the  Labour 
Council,  that  I  would  not  send  in  a  nomina- 
tion' for  any  other  seat  until  the  vote  was 
taken.  Of  course,  Mr.  Roderick,  you  will 
understand  I  am  not  on  the  spot,  anci  nm  not 
in  a  position  to  get  the  latest  information.  I 
have  received  several  letters  from  Maldon  this 
week  offering  me  solid  support  if  selecled. 
However,  us  I  stated  at  the  meeting,  I  am 
quite  prepared  to  leave  the  matter  to  the  judg- 
ment of  the  members. 

With  kindest  regards  and  bett  wishes  to 
yourself,  and  also  the  ladies  who  looked  after 
us  so  well  on  the  night  of  meeting. 

Yours  very  truly, 

Jabez   G.  Coo.\. 

Mr.  Coon. — I  wrote  that  letter.  I  do 
not  deny  it. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— The  point  which  I  have 
endeavoured  to  make  is  that  the  honorable 
member  stated  that  he  would  resign  his 
position  if  any  document  could  be  pro- 
duced showing  that  he  had  ever  signed  the 
Labour  platform.  I  contend  that  I  have 
produced  tKe  incriminating  document. 

Mr.  Crouch. — Why  does  not  the  hon- 
orable mranber  produce  the  pledge  which 
he  promised  to  produce? 

Mr.  TUDOR. — I  have  produced  a  copy 
of  the  Latbur  platform  with  the  signature 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Batman  right 
across  it.  That  copv  was  torn  in  halves 
when  it  Wiis  upon  the  other  side  of  the 
House  to-night. 

Mr.  FisTiER. — That  was  an  accident. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— I  Iiplieve  that  it  was. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  ^felhoume  stated  that  lie  would  re- 
Mgn  if  he  could  not  prove  that  I  had  been 
a  member  of  the  Labour  party,  but  he  has 
not  done  so. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— For  the  ."second  time 
to-dav  three  honorable  members  are  carry- 
ing on  most  objectionable  conversations 
while  another  honorable  member  is  address- 
ing the  Chair.     I  must  ask  them  to  desist. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— I  will  now  le.ive  this 
matter  to  the  hono^.^bIe  member  for  Bat- 
man and  his  constituents.  T  have  not  the 
slightest  doubt  that  many  of  them  will  be 
surprised  at  his  offer  to  resign,  and  T  shall 
expect  to  hear  from  you,  sir,  before  the  con- 
clusion of  the  sitting,  that  his  resignation 


is  in  your  hands.    The  honorable  znembn 

iox  Corio  in  speaking  

Mr.  Crouch. — A  good  man  too. 
Mr.  TUDOR.— I  did  not  catch  the  in- 
terjection— I  was  almost  saying  the  inane 
interjection — of  the  honorable  member  for 
Corio.  Speaking  in  the  House  on  the  25tb 
June  last,  the  honorable  member  in  refer- 
ring to  Mr.  Justice  Higgins  said — 

But  I  remember  the  time  when  the  man  who 
is  now  cheered  was  opposed,  and  every  effort 
made  by  the  Labour  party  to  hound  him  down 

anil  deprive  him  of  his  scAt  in  the  House.  Ju5t 
before  Mr.  Justice  Higgins  was  elevated  lo 
the  High  Court  Bench,  he  was  faced  with  » 
Labour  antagonist  in  his  constituency,  although 
he  had  been  Attorney -General  in  a  Labour 
Government. 

That  statement  is  absolutely  ina>rrect. 
There  was  no  Labour  antagonist  to  Mr. 
Higgins  at  the  time  of  his  elevation  to  tlie 
High  Court  Bench. 

Mr.  Crouch. — Why,  the  hcmorable  mem- 
ber ior  Batman  had  been  selected  as  his 
opponent. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— The  honorable  meml-er 
for  Batman  was  never  selected  as  thi; 
Labour  candidate.  Further,  if  he  were 
the  man  who  was  endeavouring  to  hound 
Mr.  Higgins  out  of  public  life — well,  I 
shall  leave  him  to  the  honorable  m^ber. 

Mr.  Crouch. — I  did  not  say  that  ilie 
honorable  member  for  Batman  hounded 
him  out  of  public  life,  but  that  the  Labour 
party  attempted  to  do  it. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— The  honorable  memlier 
for  Corio  stated  that  Mr.  Higgins  was 
faced  with  a  Labour  antai^onist  in  his  con- 
stituency. That  is  just  as  true  as  w^ere  a 
number  of  other  statements  made  by  the 
honorable  member  during  the  course  of  his 
speech. 

Mr.  Crouch. — I  agree  that  it  is  equalU 
true. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Crouch. — Surely,  sir,  I  am  not  t" 
be  attacked  without  having  the  opportunttv 
to  respond  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Honorable  iremberi' 
appear  to  be  possessed  with  the  idea  th.it 
they  can  correct  In-  interjection  what  thev 
deem  to  be  errors  in  the  speech  of  an  honor- 
able member  who  is  addressine  the  Chair. 
It  is  utterly  out  of  order  for  that  coin^ 
to  be  adoDted.  The  pro|)er  time  to  cor- 
rect a  misapprehension  is  when  the  honor- 
able member  h.is  completed  hts  speech.  Tt 
is  then  open  to  anv  honorable  member  to 
make  a  personsdig«s8pl8wi^DglC 
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Mr.  TUDOR. — The  honorable  member 
for  Corio  distinctly  stated  that — 

Just  before  Mr.  Justice  Higgius  was  ele- 
vated to  the  High  Court  Bench  he  was  faced 
with  a  Labour  iiiiiagoniat  in  his  consliluency. 

That  is  absolutely  incorrect,  and  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Batman  will  indorse  mv 
statement.  I  shall  be  greatly  surprised  if 
the  hcmorable  member  for  Corlo  can  point 
to  a  statement  in  any  newspaper  to  the 
effect  that  there  was  any  Labour  candidate 
against  Mr.  Hif^^ns. 

Mr.  Crouch. — Unfortunately  I  cannot 
interject. 

Mr.  TUDOR. — The  honorable  member 
can  neither  interject  nor  speak.  Durin;; 
the  course  of  his  speech  the  honorable  mem- 
ber said  that  he  had  carefully  perused 
the  official  report  of  the  Political  Labour 
Conference,  held  at  Brisbane  last  July, 
and,  that  being  so,  he  was  doubtless  aware, 
althou^  the  House  was  not,  that  the 
resolution  carried  in  regard  to  the  questicm 
of  patents  was  not  correctly  printed  in  the 
list  of  resolutions  appended  to  the  report. 
In  his  anxiety  to  endeavour  to  besmirch 
the  Lalxjur  party,  however,  he  availed  him- 
self of  a  typographical  error,  and  did  not 
give  the  Conference  credit  for  carryinpj  the 
resolution  that  it  did.  The  resolution  actu- 
ally moved  by  Mr.  Lnmond.  of  New  Stnith 
Wales,  and  seconded  bv  Mr.  Ward,  of 
South  Australia,  was  as  follows — 

That  the  existing  Patents  Act  should  be 
amended  to  provide  that  no  letters  patent  should 
protect  any  patent  after  the  espiration  of  two 
years  from  registration,  unless  the  article 
patented  shall  be  then  manufactured  in  the 
Commonwealth. 

The  honorable  member  did  not  read  to  the 
House  the  proviso,  "  Unless  the  article 
patented  shall  be  then  manufactured  in 
the  Commonwealth,"  although  he  must 
have  known  that  there  was  such  a  limita- 
tion. 

Mr.  Fisher.- -That  proviso  appears  in 
the  report  ? 

Mr.  TUDOR.— It  appears  in  the  bodv 
of  the  report,  but  not  in  the  resolution  as 
printed  in  an  appendix  to  the  report.  As 
the  honorable  member  said  that  he  had 
rarefullv  read  the  report,  he  must  have 
known  that  those  words  formed  part  of  the 
resolution,^  but  he  availed  himself  of  a" 
typoirraphical  error  to  make  it  appear  that 
a  siilv  resolution  had  been  carried. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  proviso  does 
not  make  it  much  better,  does  it? 

Mr.  TUDOR.—Kot  from  the  honorable 
member's  point  of  view. 


Sir  JojiN  Forrest.— I  mean  from  the 
point  of  view  of  inventors. 

Mr.  TUDOR.-I  do  not  think  that  such 
a  proposal  would,  if  adopted,  do  any 
material  mjury  to  inventors.  It  would 
certainly  be  advantageous  from  the  point  of 
view  of  the  workers,  and  I  should 
like  to  know  whether  the  Ministry 
propose  to  provide  in  the  Bill  to 
amend  the  Patents  Act  that  letters 
patent  granted  in  the  Commonwealth  shall 
not  hold  good  after  a  certain  number  of 
years,  unless  the  article  to  which  they  relate 
13  manufactured  in  Australia.  Does  the 
honorable  member  for  Corio  believe  that  a 
man  should  obtain  a  patent  in  Australia 
m  respect  of  an  invention,  secure  the  local 
mailcet  for  all  time,  and  at  the  same  time 
make  no  attanpt  to  manufacture  in  the 
Commonwealth  the  article  to  which  it  re- 
lates? 

Mr.  Frazeh.— The  honorable  member 
should  press  the  Treasurer  for  his  opinion 
as  to  that. 

Mr.  TUDOR.-He  says  that  it  does  not 
matter. 

Sir  John  Forrest.— One  would  think 
tha.t  one  had  always  lived  only  for  oneself, 
and  that  the  Labour  party  were  the  only 

l^i^J^^*^  Sood  for  others. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— The  honorable  member 
tor  Corio,  m  the  course  of  his  speech,  also 
stated  that,  at  the  instance  of  the  Rich- 
mond and  Hamilton  branches,  the  State 
Labour  Conference,  Beld  in  April  last,  de- 
cided that  the  following  new  plank  be 
added  to  the  platform— 

The  establishment  of  State  farms,  nines, 
factories  and  shops,  for  the  purpose  of  afford- 
mg  employment,  under  Government  supcrvi- 
SHin,  to  citizens  requiring  it,  the  employees  to 
»;  possible,   the   consumers  of  the 

wealth  they  produce  and  to  receive  as  waeem 
an   equiv.ilent  of  the  net   total   produced  ^ 

He  endeavoured  to  make  light  of  this  reso- 
lution, declaring  that  it  meant  that  a  jour- 
neyman butcher  would  be  paid  for  his 
labour  by  receiving  someth7ng  out  of  the 
butcher's  shop. 

Mr.  Frazer.— The  honorable  member 
suggested  that  he  would  receive  sausages 
as  payment.  ^ 

Mr.  TUDOR.-And  sausages  are  just 
as  much  a  mystery  as  the  honorable  member 

for  CcMTio  is. 

Mr.  McDouGALL.— How  would  the 
lawyers  be  paid  under  that  svstem  ? 

Mr.  TUDOR.-The  resolution  applies 
on  y  to  those  who  produce  something  use- 
ful, and  I  do  not  Tow  that  the  lawyers 
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produce  anything  except  trouble.  Any  one 
can  see  at  a  glance  what  was  the  object  of 
the  CcMiference  in  passing  the  resolution. 
We  are  told  that  the  Chief  objection  that 
hcoiorable  members  opposite  have  to  the 
Labour  party  is  that  the  mranbers  of  it 
have  to  go  to  outside  bodies  for  their  in- 
sttuctioa  i  that  they  are  not  allowed  to  vote 
on  any  question  without  receiving  directions 
from  outside.  That  is  an  absolutely  in- 
correct assertion.  I  have  been  a  member 
of  this  Parliament  from  its  inception,  and 
have  never  been  told  by  any  branch,  league, 
imion.  or  executive — or  by  a  member  of  any 
such  body — that  I  should  vote  in  a  certain 
direction.'  But  what  is  the  position  of  the 
present  Ministry?  What  action  was  taken 
in  framing  their  programme,  and  more  par- 
ticularly in  regard  to  that  p(Mrti(m  of  it  re- 
lating to  the  new  Protection?  When  the 
Ministry  was  in  process  of  formation, 
Messrs.  Joshua,  Hogg,  Beale,  and  Far- 
leigh,  according  to  a  press  statement  which 
has  never  been  contradicted,  conferred  with 
the  Prime  Minister,  the  Minister  of  De- 
fence, and  the  Treasurer,  and  at  the  close 
of  the  Conference  Mr.  Joshua  informed  re- 
presentatives of  the  press  that  they  had 
been  able  to  fix  up  things  very  nicely,  and 
yet  these  men  ounplain  that  the  Labour 
party  is  amenable  to  outside  mfluences  I  If, 
when  the  Fisher  Ministry  was  in  process  of 
formation,  delegates  from  the  Political 
Labour  Executive  of  New  South  Wales  had 
visited  Melbourne  for  the  purpose  of 
directing  what  the  Ministerial  programme 
should  be,  what  would  honorable  members 
opposite  have  said?  If  the  Trades  Hall 
Council  of  Melbourne,  or  of  any  of  the 
other  State  capitals,  had  carried  resolu- 
tions dechirins  that  we  should  embody  cer- 
tain proposals  in  our  programme,  there 
would  have  been  at  once  an  outcry  that  we 
were  amenable  to  outside  influences.  Xever- 
theless,  we  are  told  that  members  of  the 
present  Ministry  consulted  with  outsiders  in 
regard  to  their  new  Protection  f)olicy.  They 
had  a  conference  with  employers,  but  the 
employes  were  not  consulted.  Are  the 
workers  entitled  to  no  cfflisideration  ? 
Would  the  hmiorable  member  for  Mari-. 
bvrnonp,  whom  I  am  sorry  not  to  see  in 
his  place,  consult  the  licensed  victuallers 
as  to  how  far  an  amending  Licensing  Act 
should  go  ?  Of  course  not.  He  would 
know  that  thev  would  not  be  prepared  to 
go  very  far.  Yet  this  Ministry  is  prepared 
to  consult  the  employers  as  to  how  far  the 
new  Protection  legislation  should  go.  As 

Mr.  Tudor. 


another  instance  of  its  readiness  to  ocmsult 
outside  bodies,  let  me  quote  frooo  the  pro- 
gress report  of  the  executive  committee  of 
the  council  of  the  Victorian  Employers' 
Federation,  which  met  on  Monday  last. 
According  to  the  Age  of  to-day's  date — 

The  report  noted  the  success  achieved  by 
the  deputation  from  the  Employers'  Federation 
to  the  Postm  aster- General,  protesting  against 
the  extreme  telephone  charges  imposed  by  the 
Labour  Government,  and  which  resulted  in  the 
appointment  of  two  expert  accountants  to  go 
into  the  financial  side  of  the  question,  while, 
for  the  present,  subscribers  remain  uadex  the 
old  terms  and  conditions. 

The  Employers*  Federaticxi  virtually  says 
that,  at  its  dictation,  the  Ministry  has  aban- 
doned the  rates  of  the  Fisher  Government, 
and  gone  back  to  ihe  old  tenns.  Then,  in 
regard  to  the  action  of  the  banks  in  charg'- 
ing  id.  each  for  the  cashing  of  postal 
notes,  according  to  the  Age  of  the  8th 
inst.,  the  Postmaster-General,  after  lis- 
tening to  the  secretary  to  the  associated 
banks — 

said  the  explanation  given  showed  the  sub- 
ject in  a  new  light  altogether.  He  did  not, 
in  view  of  the  representations  now  made,  in- 
tend to  take  any  further  action,  unless  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  or  some  other  traders* 
association  made   further  complaint. 

Ministers  have  said,  incorrectly,  that  the 
Labour  party  is  amenable  to  outside  influ- 
ence, whereas,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  thev 
themselves  are  cxHitinually  running  after  the 
Emplo)-ers'  Federation,  Chambers  of  Com- 
merce and  kindred  institutions  to  get"  their 
advice.    The  right  honorable  member  for 
East  Sydn^  declared  that  some  arrange- 
ment must  shortly  be  made  regarding  the 
financial  relations  of  the  Commcmwealth 
and  the  States.    What  does  the  Ministry 
intend  to  do  about  that?    It  is  going  to 
consult  the  Premiers  on  the  i6th  August, 
and  then  bring  forward  its  policy.    Tt  has 
no  financial  scheme  of  its  own,  but  must 
go,  cap  in  hand,  to  the  Premiers,  to  leani 
what  they  think  should  be  done.    In  re- 
gard to  its  genera!  policy,  the  Government 
no  doubt  Intend  to  follow  the  1ea<]  of  the 
press.    At  a  meeting  of  the  Victorian  Em- 
plovers'  Federatioi,  held  on  the  26th  Mav 
— I  quote  from  the  Argus  of  the  following 
day — it  was  resolved  to  adoot  the  following 
resolution  of  a  conference  of  delegates  from 
the  Chamber  of  Manufactures  and  the  Em- 
ployers' Federation — 

That  this  Con  f ercnce  is  not  averse  to  aa 
amendment,  if  such  be  necessary,  of  the  Con- 
stitution to  provide  that  all  the  States  shsl) 
have  Wages  Boards,  such  Boards  to  be  in  the 
first  instance  established  ^H^r^^es  them- 
selves; and  that  [|amei^b«deIlMy^tt(nent,  and 
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only  after  due  and  sufficient  notice  shall  have 
been  given,  the  Commonwealth  shall  have  power 
to  appoint  such  Wages  Boards  and  to  execute 
their  awards. 

I  thought  that  the  amendment  of  the  Con- 
stitution, was  a  question  for  the  whole 
people,  not  for  the  employers  only  !  Ap- 
parently the  employers  must  be  asked  whe- 
ther Parliament  may  move  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Have  not  the  em- 
ployers the  right  to  express  their  opinions  ? 

Mr.  TUDOR.— As  much  right  as  any 
one  else; 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — That  is  what  they 
are  doing. 

Mr.  TUDOR. — Thev  are  doinp;  more 
than  that.  One  of  the  first  resolutions  car- 
ried in  this  Parliament,  eight  years  ago, 
asked  the  Governments  of  the  States  to 
give  us  power  to  enact  industrial  legisla- 
tion. That  resolution  was  come  to  unani- 
mously, but  none  of  the  States  has  acted 
on  it.  Are  we  to  adopt  the  views  of  the 
Employers'  Federation,  and  wait  until  all 
the  States  take  action,  allowing  the  slow- 
est of  them  to  keep  back  the  more  progres- 
sive ?  The  boot  trade  is  one  in  respect  £0 
which  new  Protection  might  well  be  made 
operative.  The  making  of  boots  is  an 
industry  in  all  the  States,  though  the  large 
factories  are  chiefly  in  Victoria  and  New- 
South  Wales.  In  three  of  the  States  wages 
have  been  fixed  by  awards  of  Wages 
Boards  or  the  Arbitration  Court.  The  rate 
fixed  in  Victoria  is  £2  8s.  per  week  for 
the  worker  of  average  skill,  and  the  Judge 
of  the  New  South  Wales  Arbitration  Court, 
in  awarding  the  same  rate  to  similar 
workers  in  his  State,  said — 

If  at  any  time  during  the  existence  of  this 
award  the  minimum  wages  in  the  boot  trade 
in  Victoria  shall  be,  by  any  Wages  Board  de- 
termination, r.iised  above  the  minimum  wages 
above  stated,  then  the  minimum  wages  payable 
under  (his  award  shall  be  'tbe  amount  so 
fixed  in  Victoria,  provided  that  the  minimum 
wafTes  under  this  award  shall  be  at  rates  not 
higher  than  as  follows. 

Then  follow  particulars  of  rates.  Judge 
Heydon  declared  that  if  he  had  had  the 
power  to  fix  wages  for  all  Australia  he 
would  have  allowed  a  minimum  wage  of 
j£2  14s.  per  week  to  the  bootmakers.  Sub- 
sequently the  matter  was  dealt  wifti  in 
Queensland  by  a  Wafies  Board,  which  fixed 
the  weekly  wage  at  ;£2,  instead  of  8s. 
In  New  South  Wales  the  Judge,  having 
access  to  confidential  documents  and  the 
profit  and  loss  accounts  of  the  various 
firms,  said  that  he  would  award  a  weekly 
wage  of  £2  14s.  if  Victoria  would  bring 


her  weekly  wage  up  to  that  point;  and 
whenever  she  does  the  rate  in  New  South 
Wales  will  rise  automatically. 

Mr.  P  AGE.  — The  employes  on  the 
Wages  Board  in  Brisbane  have  appealed 
to  the  Minister  against  the  award 

Mr.  TUDOR.— I  trust  that  they  will 
be  successful. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — They  are  being 
robbed  of  145.  a  week. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— They  are  being  deprived 
of  at  least  8s.  a  week  compared  with  the 
bootmakers  of  New  South  Wales  and  Vic- 
toria. This  is  a  strong  case  to  show  the 
need  for  uniform  industrial  legislation. 
Does  it  cost  less  to  live  in  Queensland  than 
in  Victoria  or  New  South  Wales?  Is  it  any 
better  to  live  in  the  former  State  than  in 
either  of  the  other  two  States?  At  my 
rate,  there  is  not  a  difference  of  20  per 
cent,  in  the  cost  of  living.  The  b<x)t 
operators  in  Victoria  and  New  South  Wales 
have  no  right  to  be  receiving  20  per  cent 
more  than  their  brethren  in  Queensland.  I 
have  not  a  copy  of  the  award  of  the  Western 
Australian  or  South  Australian  Court.  I 
know  that  there  is  not  an  Arbitration  Court 
or  Wages  Board  in  Tasmania.  According 
to  to-day's  newspaper,  the  Australian  Boot 
Trade  Federaticm  have  written  to  the  vari- 
ous manufacturers  in  New  South  Wales, 
Victoria,  and  the  other  States,  but  not  a 
single  manufacturer  in  New  South  Wales 
or  Victoria  has  agieed  to  meet  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  men,  in  order  to  fix  a 
rate  for  all  Australia.  All  this  is  staring 
n?  in  the  face,  yet  we  are  asked  to  allow 
the  determination  of  these  questions  to  be 
left  with  the  States.  We  are  asked  to 
allow  the  boot  operatives  of  Queensland  to 
suffer  a  loss  of  8s.  a  week,  and  not  to  put 
out  a  hand  to  help  them.  This  is  one  of 
the  cases  which  demonstrate  that  this  Par- 
liament should  have  the  power  to  inter- 
vene. To  my  mind,  it  proves  that  there 
is  immediate  need  for  an  alteration  of  the 
Constitution  to  empower  a  Judge  of  the 
Federal  Arbitration  Court  to  fix  rates  of 
wages  throughout  Australia,  instead  of 
having  different  rates  prevailing  in  the 
various  States. 

Mr.  Atkinson. — Each  State  ought  to  be 
the  best  judge  of  its  own  conditions. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— Probably  the  honorable 
member  is  not  acquainted  with  the  opera- 
tion of  a  Wages  Board.  That  beautiful 
Act  which  was  passed  at  the  instance  of 
the  hraiorable  member,4or  Fluiders  pro- 
vided that  seveDi|ieisb^is^6)9v^s  Board 
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had  to  he  on  one  side  befwe  an  award 
could  be  obtained.  That  Act  has  been 
amended,  like  most  of  the  measures  which 
he  introduced,  and  that  provision  was 
wiped  out.  It  also  provided  for  an  Ap> 
peal  Court,  which  has  not  been  wiped  out. 
If  Tasmania  fixed  a  wage  of  36s.  a  week 
or  less,  would  it  not  be  an  incentive  to 
every  manufacturer  to  go  to  that  State? 
The  only  thing  which  would  stop  manufac- 
turers from  taking  that  course  would  be 
a  str<Hig  trade  union. 

Mr.  Atkinson. — ^The  Inter-State  Can- 
mission  could. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— When  is  it  likely  to  be 
created?  What  time  is  the  h<»K>rable 
member  going  to  allow  to  elapse  befwe  it 
is  brought  into  operation?  How  many 
years  is  he  prepared  to  allow  the  men  in 
Brisbane  to  receive  83.  a  week  less  than 
the  men  in  Victoria  or  New  South  Wales? 
In  other  words,  how  long  does  he  intend 
to  punish  them  ?  The  States  have  to  agree 
to  the  surrender  of  this  legislative  power, 
and  does  the  honorable  member  thirdc  that 
the  Legislative  Councils  are  likely  to  give 
their  consent? 

Mr.  Atkinson. — I  do  not  mean  as  to 
the  employ6s,  but  as  to  the  States. 

Mr.  TUDOR. — I  am  quite  prepared  to 
believe  that  the  hcMiorable  member  does  not 
know  anything  about  the  employes. 

Mr.  Atktoson. — I  know  as  much  as  the 
honorable  member  does. 

Mr.  TUDOR. — Like  every  other  hcmor- 
able  member  on  the  Oppositicm  side,  the 
honorable  m^ber's  consideration  is  with 
the  «np!oyers. 

Mr.  Atkinson. — All  the  virtue  is  on  the 
Opposition  side. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— The  honorable  member  is 
right.  Honorable  members  on  the  other  side 
will  not  consider  the  interests  of  the  em- 
ployes. There  is  another  phase  of  this 
question  which  even  the  empl(«ers  in  New 
South  Walra  have  complained  of,  and  that 
is  the  great  disproportion  of  boy  labour  em- 
ployed in  the  trade  in  Victoria.  Accord- 
ing to  the  Act  passed  at  the  instance  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Flinders,  and  amend- 
ments thereof,  manufacturers  are  allowed 
to  have  an  unlimited  number  of  boys  in 
thf.ir  fr'ctories.  That  state  of  things  could 
not  be  prevented,  even  by  an  Inter-State 
Commission. 

Mr.  Atkinson.- — My  hcMMKable  friends 
have  the  Factories  Act. 

Mr.   TUDOR.— We  cannot   alter  the 
State  Factcffies  Act. 


Mr.  Atkinson. — The  State  is  as  good  a 
judge  as  is  the  honorable  member. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— Is  the  honorable  member 
aware  that  in  Victoria  a  man  has  to  possess 
;^2,ooo  worth  of  property  before  he  caa 
stand  as  a  candidate  for  the  Legislative 
Council  ? 

Mr.  Hutchison. — The  Judge  is  bound 
by  the  Act. 

Mr.  Hughes. — Without  an  amendment  of 
the  Constitution,  the  Inter-State  Commis- 
sion could  not  deal  with  State  matters,  ex- 
cept under  certain  circumstances. 

Mr.  Atkinson. — It  could,  if  the  States 
liked  to  give  to  us  the  power  to  legislate. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— In  one  of  the  factories 
in  Victoria,  there  are  twelve  boys 
pl<^ed  to  one  man.  Does  the  honw^Ie 
member  think  that  that  is  a  fair  propor- 
tion to  obtain?  No  wwider  the  boot 
manufacturers  in  New  South  Wales  com- 
plain about  what  goes  on  here ! 

Mr.  Atkinson. — It  does  not  need  a 
Federal  Arbitration  Court  to  alter  these 
things  i  the  State  can  act. 

Mr.  TUDOR. — How  are  we  to  get  uni- 
fwm  conditions  unless  we  have  one  body 
operating  over  the  whole  area?  The  Em- 
ployers' Federation  are  prepared  to  allow 
sufiknent  time  to  the  States  to  act  before 
it  is  willing  that  the  Inter-Statc  Commission 
should  be  empowered  to  take  any  action  in 
the  matter.  Let  me  quote  a  few  iiguies 
here  to  show  the  emplovment  of  boys  in 
the  boot  trade  in  this  Sta'te.  Accordine  to 
the  report  of  tlie  Chief  Inspector  of  Fac- 
tories for  1903,  988  bovs  and  1,998  men 
were  employed.  By  1907,  those  bovs  should 
have  grown  into  men,  and  there  should  haw 
been  a  fair  increase  in  the  number  of  men 
employed;  but:  the  increase  was  only  79,  the 
total  number  of  men  in  the  trade  being  2,077. 
If  cme-half  of  the  boys  who  were  employed 
in  1903  were  taught  properly,  and  have  re- 
mained in  the  trade,  an  equal  number  of  the 
men  employed  in  that  year  has  been  pushed 
out.  According  to  the  last  report  of  the 
Chief  Inspector,  which  was  issued  about 
this  time  last  year,  1,379  boys  were  em- 
ployed, showing  an  increase  of  391,  as 
against  an  increase  of  only  79  in  the  adult 
males.  Is  it  proposed  to  trust  to  the 
Inter-State  Commission  to  a\t&s  that  state 
of  things? 

Mr.  Atkinson.— There  is  no  need,  be- 
cause the  States  can  do  so. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— As  it  affects  only  the 
workers,  of  course  the  honorable  member 
thinks  that  there  is  no  need  for  the  Inter- 
State  Commission  to  act ;  but  if  it  affected 
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the  employers  and  some  Chamber  of  Ccnn- 
merce,  or,  to  use  the  words  of  the  Post- 
master-General, some  traders'  instituti<m 
made  representations  to  this  Government, 
then  the  thing  might  be  altered.  I  think 
that  one  reason  in  favour  of  altering  the 
COTStitution  so  as  to  empower  the  Federal 
Arbitration  Court  to  deal  with  industrial 
ccmditions  was  the  judgment  given  in  the 
Brolffin  Hill  case,  as  it  affected  the  smel- 
ters at  Port  Pirie.  Mr.  Justice  Higgins 
said  that  it  was  quite  enough  for  a  man  to 
work  six  days  a  week.  When  I  learned  the 
Ten  C<»nmandments,  sir.  there  was  one  to 
this  effect :  "  Six  days  shalt  thou  labour," 
but  the  direct  of  Broken  Hill  companies 
say  that  that  commandment  is  wnmg,  and 
that  their  men  should  labour  se\'en  days  a 
week,  OT  365  days  a  year.  What  do  hoior- 
able  members  on  the  other  side  propose  to 
do  about  that  ?  Do  they  propose  to  leave  it 
to  the  Inter-State  CtxnmissicHi  ? 

Mr.  Hughes. — To  revise  the  Ten  Cbm- 
mandtnents  ? 

Mr.  TUDOR.— Perhaps  the  Command- 
ments are  not  up  to  date  «iough  fcff  the 
people  who  support  the  Ministry,  and  it 
may  be  that  they  will  propose  to  strike  out 
the  word  "six"  and  insert  the  word 
"  seven."  What  would  have  been  said  if 
a  trade  unim  had  fought  in  the  Law  Courts 
to  break  one  of  the  Commandments?  A 
few  remarks  would  have  been  made 
by  the  press  on  the  subject,  but  I 
have  not  heard  a  word  frran  hwior- 
abie  members  opposite  with  regard  to 
the  action  of  the  Broken  Hill  Proprietary 
direct<nr5  in  fighting  the  men  upon  that 
question.  We  have  been  asked  why  the 
Deakin  party  have  joined  the  fusion,  and 
one  reas<»i  given  is  that  their  seats  were 
being  attacked  by  the  Labour  party.  Some 
of  them  think  that  that  is  a  good  and  suf- 
ficient reason  for  breaking  away  fnm  their 
pledges.  The  Age  published,  on  isth  July 
of  last  year,  an  article  to  this  effect — 

One  of  the  most  exquisite  of  political  con- 
tradictions is  when  an  advocate  of  Party  Go- 
vernment denounces  the  system  of  party  pledges. 
Yet  that  is  what  we  are  treated  to  in  the  organ 
wbicb  holds  a  brief  for  Party  Government. 
Aproptos  of  the  Labour  pledge,  we  are  told 
that  that  pledge  "  undermines  the  foundations 
of  Parliamentary  institutions."  The  reason 
given  for  this  absurd  statement  is  that  every 
man  ought  to  enter  Parliament  witli  an  open 
mind  on  every  question,  to  parley  and  argue, 
and  finally  give  his  vote  wherever  he  may  see 
the  greatest  weight  of  logic.  Needless  to  say. 
we  hold  no  brief  for  the  Labour  party,  or  its 
pledge,  or  anything  concerning  it.  But  every- 
body is  interested  in  wishing  that  even  the 
most  petrified  Conservative  should  hold  rational 


views  at  least  about  his  own  pany.  The  idea 
that  any  party  pledge,  however  rigid,  can 
*'  uadermine  the  foundations  of  Parliamentary 
institutions "  is  founded  on  absolute  ignorance 
of  what  Parliament  is.  The  party  pledge,  so 
far  from  being  a  subversion  of  Parliament, 
has  been  for  a  couple  of  centuries  the  very 
basis  of  it.  Every  party  has  a  pledge — the 
pledge  to  support  its  own  programme.  And  it 
goes,  of  course,  quite  without  saying  that  when 
a  candidate  is  elected  on  a  given  pledge,  he 
is  no  more  free  to  break  that  pledge  ia  Par- 
liament than  is  a  man  free  to  break  his  promise 
of  marriage, 

Those  are  the  views  of  the  Age  on  pledges 
such  as  those  honorable  members  no  doubt 
gave  to  their  constituents.  They  plead  that 
when  the  Labour  party  were  supporting 
them  they  did  not  oppose  the  members  of 
the  Labour  part),  but  take  my  own  case. 
Have  they  not  always  opposed  me?  I  did 
not  ask  for  immimity  f rom  Ministerial 
opposition,  nor  did  '  I  get  it.  The 
Age,  of  1 5th  December,  1 903,  just 
before  the  general  election,  published  a  list 
of  those  for  «hom  it  desired  that  the  elec- 
tors should  vote.  I  do  not  know  whether 
the  Deakin  Government,  at  that  time,  had 
any  party  pledge,  or  whether  their  sup- 
porters had  to  sign  an  undertaking  to  with- 
draw their  candidatiu-e  if  not  selected.  At 
the  top  of  the  list  the  Age  said — 

Electors  who  desire  to  uphold  Protection  and* 
support  the  Preferential  Trade  policy  of  the 
Deakin  Government,  and  who  are  opposed  to- 
Socialism,  should  vote  thus. 

.And  for  Yarra  they  advised  the  electors  to 
vote  for  my  opponent,  as  they  had  every 
right  to  do.  I  had  supported  the  Barton, 
and  afterwards  the  Deakin,  Government 
for  two  and  a  half  years,  but  did  I  squeal  ? 
I  did  not  say  a  word. 

Mr.  Hughes. — Why  did  not  the  honor- 
able member  join  the  Deakin  party? 

Mr.  TUDOR.— According  to  their  line 
of  argument  I  should  have  joined  their 
opponents.  Their  paper  opposed  me  for 
all  it  was  worth.  T  remember  preparing  a 
diagram  at  the  time  showing, the  amount 
of  space  which  the  A  ge  had  given  to  my 
speeches  during  the  campaign,  and  the 
amount  it  gave  to  those  of  mv  op- 
ponent. Mine  looked  like  a  little  black 
spot  on  a  white  piece  of  paper,  while 
the  other  resembled  a  Collingwood 
footballer's  guernsey,  black  and  white 
all  the  way  down.  That  paper  gave 
columns  to  my  opponent,  and  prac- 
tically nothing  to  me.  I  was  returned,  and 
for  three  years,  with  the  exception  of  the 
time  the  Watswi  Government  was  formed. 
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Ministry  lasted,  I  supported  the  Deakin 
Administration  again.  Yet  at  the  end  of 
that  time  the  Liberal  party  supported  my 
opponent.  At  any  rate,  the  Age  said  they 
did,  for,  in  a  leading  article  on  the  lottt 
Dewmber,  two  days  before  the  election,  it 
announced,  "  Mr.  Vale  runs  as  a  Minis- 
terial candidate."  It  had  been  advising 
the  people  how  to  vote  in  the  Yarra  elec- 
torate. I  did  not  squeal,  although  they 
opposed  me,  but  I  came  back  and  supported 
that  party  until  last  November. 

Mr.  Atkinson.— Who  is  squealing? 

Mr.  TUDOR. — Ministerial  supporters 
say  that  they  have  gone  o\er  because  they 
are  being  opposed  in  their  constituencies. 
I  did  not  go  over  when  I  was  opposed. 

Dr.  Cabty  Salmon. — But  the  honorable 
member  could  not  leave  his  own  party. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— I  need  not  have  sup- 
ported the  Deakin  Government,  but  it  is 
part  of  the  political  history  of  this  country 
that  the  Labour  party  supported  them  and 
tept  them  in  office.  Perhaps  the  honor- 
able member  means  that  the  Labour  party 
caucus  compelled  me  to  suppOTt  that  Go- 
vernment.   Nothing  of  the  kind. 

Dr.  Carty  Salmon.— Why  did  the  hon- 
orable member  do  it,  then? 

Mr.  TUDOR. — Because  I  believed  in 
them  more  than  in  the  men  who  were  <m 
the  other  side.  When  we  oppose  members 
of  the  Liberal  party  they  say  that  they 
have  never  opposed  us,  and  I  have  in- 
stanced my  own  case,  in  which  they  did 
oppose  us. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Does  the  honorable 
member  say  he  could  refuse  to  support  a 
Government  after  the  caucus  had  decided 
to  support  them? 

Mr.  TUDOR. — The  caucus  never  de- 
cided to  support  the  Governmoit.  Sc»ne 
honorable  members  who  have  never  been  in 
■1  caucus  profess  to  know  mare  than  those 
who  are  in  it',  but  of  course  that  does  not 
apply  to  the  honorable  member  for  Parra- 
matta.  Many  people  accept  as  gospel 
truth  that  which  appears  in  the  press,  or 
from  people  who  have  never  been  inside  a 
caucus. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Does  the  honorable 
member  say  that  as  a  caucus  the  Labour 
party  never  decided  to  support  the  Deakin 
Government  ? 

Mr.  TUDOR. — I  have  already  answered 
that  question. 

Dr.  Carty  Salmon.— As  a  caucus,  th^ 
•decided  to  put  them  out  of  office. 


Mr.  TUDOR. — As  a  caucus,  we  thought 
it  was  about  up  to  them  to  go,  as  they  were 
doing  nothing.  As  the  honorable  member 
for  Hindmarsh  reminds  me,  in  the  division 
on  the  question  of  a  Postal  Commission 
seven  members  of  the  i>arty  voted  on  <me 
side,  and  I  suppose  eighteen  or  nineteen 
of  us  on  the  other,  and  that  iras  a  vital 
question  with  the  Government. 

Mr.  Fisher. — The  caucus  does  not  de- 
termine regarding  the  life  of  Governments- 
Mr.  TUDOR.— The  pledge  and  pro- 
gramme of  the  party  are  on  record  in 
Hansard,  and,  as  one  of  the  executive  offi- 
cers of  the  party  from  the  time  it  first 
met  until  last  November.  I  do  not  think  it 
has  taken  a  vote  cm  half-a-dozen  occasions 
as  to  what  it  would  do  on  any  plank  of  the 
platform,  because  it  wds  so  unanimous. 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — Why  was  a  caucus 
vote  required  to  put  the  Deakin  Ministry 
outf  if  h(H]orable  members  opposite  were 
not  bound  bv  a  caucus  vote  to  keep  them 
in? 

Mr.  TUDOR.— We  have  been  told  that 
the  Liberals  have  never  opposed  Labour 

men. 

Dr.  Carty  Salmon. — Who  said  that? 

Mr.  TUDOR.— The  honorable  member 
for  Maribyrnong  said  so  at  Footscray. 

Mr.  Maucer.—I  never  said  that  we 
never  opposed  Labour  men.  I  said  that 
we  had  not  opposed  Labour  men  who  had 
supported  us. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— The  Libwals  opposed 
me  at  the  last  election. 

Mr.  Maugeb. — Does  the  honorable  mem- 
I)er  mean  to  say  that  the  Protectionist  Asso- 
ciation opposed  him? 

Mr.  TUDOR.— They  were  not  the  Libe- 
ral party. 

Mr.  Mauger. — They  were  the  Liberal 
party.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  the  honorable 
member  was  <m  the  list  of  the  association 
as  their  candidate? 

Mr.  TUDOR.— 1  was  on  the  list  of  the 
Protectionist  Association,  but  the  Age  sup- 
]X)rted  my  oppcment,  and  honorable  mem- 
bers will  agree  that  the  Age  more  nearly 
represented  the  Liberal  party  than  did  tlw 
Protectionist  Association. 

Mr.  Mauger. — We  did  not  control  the 
Age^  but  we  had  scnoe  say  -in  the  actitm 
taken  by  the  Protectionist  Association. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— The  Age  said  at  the  time 
that  there  was  to  be  a  three-cornered  cmi- 
test  for  Yarra,  that  X  had  been  bitterly  op- 
posed to  the  Ministry,  and^^dded  that  in 
that  constituency  '□'[gC^  b^^lfO^I^  ^ 
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Ministerial   candidate.**     The  honorable 

member  for  Maribyrnong  was  in  the  Minis- 
try at  the  time;  will  he  sav  if  that'  is  a 
fact? 

iMr.  Mauger. — No ;  I  was  not  in  the 
Ministry.  I  did  not  join  the  Ministry 
until  after  the  elections. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— I  thought  the  honorable 
member  was  an  honorary  Minister  in  1906. 

Mr.  Mauger. — No. 

Mr.  Fisher. — The  honorable  m«nber 
for  Yarra  is  quite  correct,  as  the  honorable 
member  for  Maribyrnong  was  acting  as  a 
Minister  at  the  time  of  the  elections. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— I  was  not  on  the  Minis- 
terial list  of  candidates,  according  to  the 
Age,  and  that  newspaper  tatterly  opposed 
m& 

Mr.  Mauger. — I  did  not  refer,  to  the 
Ministerial  list. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— I  know  a  little  about 
politics  and  Labour  members  in  this 
State,  and  I  know  how  the  Age  has  op- 
posed Labour  members.  I  take  the  case 
of  Mr.  Lemmon,  the  honorable  member 
for  Williamstown  in  the  State  Parltaznent. 
Since  his  first  election  he  has  been  op- 
posed two  or  three  times  by  a  Liberal. 
Mr.  Billson,  of  Fitzroy,  has  been  opposed 
four  or  five  times.  Mr.  Warde  has  been 
opposed  by  a  Liberal  at  F  lemington 
four  or  five  times ;  Mr.  Anstey  has 
always  been  opposed  by  Liberals  for 
Brunswick.  Will  the  hwiorable  member 
for  Maribyrnong  say  that  the  Liberals  have 
ever  supported  Mr.  Anstey  ?  How  many 
times  has  Mr.  Prendergast  been  opposed 
by  the  Liberal  party  for  North  Melbourne? 
Mr.  Elmslie  also  has  been  opposed  by 
Liberals  for  Albert  Park.  Yet  membos 
of  the  Liberal  party  have  the  audadty  to 
say  at  some  of  their  meetings  that  they 
have  never  opposed  Labour  members. 

Dr.  Carty  Salmon. — That  reference 
was  onlv  to  Federal  politics. 

Mr.  tUDOR.~When  time  after  time 
it  has  been  shown  that  Labour  men  have 
been  opposed  by  Liberals,  have  we  not 
a  right  in  return  to  oppose  them  ?  The 
honorable  member  for  Maribyrnong  must 
know  what  has  occurred.  When  the  La- 
bour member  for  South  Melbourne  in  the 
State  Parliament  died,  the  honorable 
membs*  contested  the  seat  against'  another 
Labour  man.  The  honorable  member  also, 
when  a  Labour  member  for  Footscray  died, 
contested  that  seat  as  a  Liberal. 

Mr.  Mauger. — And  he  won  it  against  a 
Labour  man. 


Mr.  TUDOR.— The  honorable  member 

won  it  against  a  Labour  man,  and  that  is 
proof  sufficient  that  he  has  opposed  the 
Labour  party. 

Mr.  Mauger. — It  was  the  Labour  man 
who  opposed  me,  and  not  I  who  opposed 
the  Labour  man. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— That  is  ,pretty  good^ 
when  the  facts  are  that  it  was 'a  Labour 
man  who  had  held  the  seat,  and  after  his 
death  the  honorable  member  contested  it 
as  a  Liberal  against  a  Labour  man. 

Mr.  Mauger. — A  pledged  Labour  man 
never  held  the  seat  for  iFootscray. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— Mr.  Hancock  held  that 
seat. 

Mr.  Mauger. — Not  as  a  pledged  Labour 
man. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Order  !  This  dialogue 
must  cease. 

Mr.  TUDOR. — He  was  a  member  of 
the  Labour  party  at  the  time  when  there 
was  no  pledge  exacted.  The  honorable 
member  for  Maribyrnong,  I  know,  at- 
tended a  conference  at  Uie  Trades  Hall 
with  the  object  of  breaking  down  the  La- 
bour pledge.  The  Trades  Hall  pet^le  to- 
day kaovr  better  what  should  be  dcme. 
They  have  insisted  upon  pledges,  and  so 
have  led  to  the  formation  of  a  str<Miger 
Labour  party,  not  only  in  Victoria,  but  in 
every  State  of  the  Oxnmonwealth.  I  have 
said  that  the  Age  more  nearly  represents 
the  Liberal  party  than  does  the  Protec- 
tionist Association,  and  that  is  proved  by 
the  fact  that!  at  the  last  elections,  if  a 
candidate  selected  by  the  Protectionist  As- 
sociation and  the  Mmistry  of  the  day  was 
not  also  selected  by  the  Age  he  was  de- 
feated at  the  polls.  Mr.  Roberts  was 
selected  by  the  Ministerial  party  to  con- 
test Balaclava.  I  suppose  that  he  was  a 
pledged  man,  in  accordance  with  the  con- 
ditions contained  in  the  letter  which  I 
read  this  afternoon.  He  lost  his  deposit 
because  the  Age  selected  some  one  else. 
Mr.  Miller  was  the  selected  Ministerial 
candidate  for  Fawkner,  but  he  was  not 
selected  by  the  Age,  and  he  lost  his  de- 
posit. The  Ministerial  party  ran  three 
men  for  the  Senate,  Messrs.  Atkins,  Styles, 
and  Ramsay.  Two  of  those  candidates  were 
not  on  the  Age  ticket,  and  they  had  abso- 
lutely no  chance.  Mr.  Atkins,  by  a  close 
shave,  saved  his  deposit,  and  Mr.  Styles, 
who  was  on  the  Age  ticket  as  well  as  on  the 
Ministerial  ticket,  finished  15,000  votes  lie- 
hind  our  second  man,  ahjiough  we  had  no 
daily  newspapeigitite^fetiJlOKilQis.  We 
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have  been  told  that  the  Labour  party  ate 
vote-splitters,  but  I  remind  honorable  mem- 
liers  that  we  gave  the  present  honorable 
member  for  Gipp&land  a  clear  run  against 
the  last  representative  of  that  constituency. 
Of  course,  Mr.  Wise  won  the  seat.  We  gave 
Mr.  Nicholls  a  clear  run  for  Flinders, 
against  the  present  member  for  that  con- 
stituency. ■  Mr.  Nicholls  lost  the  seat,  'al- 
though the  honorable  member  for  Mari- 
bymtHig,  I  believe,  went  down  to  Drouin 
to  speak  for  him.  We  did  not  interfere 
between  Mr.  Palmer  and  Mr.  Kennedy  and 
the  Conservative  candidate  won.  Again, 
honorable  members  know  that  the  present 
member  for  Corio  was  delighted  to  learn 
that  we  were  prepared  to  give  him  a  c!ear 
run  against  Mr.  McCay.  We  did  not  solit' 
the  votes  in  that  constituency.  If  we 
had  been  prepared  to  split  the  votes 
in  those  constituencies  neither  the  pre- 
sent member  for  Gippsland  nor  the 
present  member  for  Corio  would  be  in 
this  Parliament  Pers(»ially,  I  prefer  [Re 
present  member  for  Corio  to  Mr.  McCay, 
because  he  is  not  so  hard  a  man  to  fight. 
It  was  my  intention  to  fio  into  other  mat- 
ters at  length,  but  I  will,  in  the  circum- 
stances, omit  some.  I  must,  however, 
briefly  refer  to  the  question  of  a  Infid  tax, 
and  to  some  other  subjects.  We  were 
told  by  the  riglit  honorable  member 
for  East  Sydney  this  afternoon  that 
SOTie  system  would  have  to  be  adopted  to 
enable  people  to  settle  on  the  land.  I  have 
before  me  a  copy  of  a  letter— it  has  been 
mentl(xied  before  in  this  House — written  bv 
a  Mr.  Ritchie,  of  Hamilton,  asking  for 
^r.ooo  to  be  subscribed  for  the  purpose  of 
opposing  the  honorable  member  for 
Wannon.  We  learn  from  a  subsequent 
letter  that  ^£700  has  been  handed  in.  Now. 
if  there  is  one  district  in  Australia  where 
there  is  a  necessity  for  a  land  tax,  it  is 
the  Victorian  Western  District. 

Mr.  Atkinson.— Cheap  land  can  be  ob- 
tained in  the  Wannon. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— It  all  depends  upon  what 
the  honorable  member  means  bv  "cheap." 
I  beliere  that  there  is  some  land  in  the 
neighixjiirhood  of  Koroit  which  has  i«en 
sold  at  ^125  per  acre  for  farming  pur- 
]M>ses.    That  is  cheap,  is  it  not? 

Mr.  Atkinson. — Land  can  be  obtamed 
for        and  £6  per  acre. 

Dr.  Wilson. — The  land   at  £125  is 
cheap  in  comparison  with  other  land  at 
I"'!"  acre. 


Mr.  TUDOR.— We  hare  been  told  that 
the  Labour  movement  is  not  as  strong  as  it 
used  to  be.  The  honorable  member  for 
Hunter  said  last  week  that  the  strongest 
men  are  leaving  our  party.  Did  he  refer  to 
the  honorable  member  for  Perth  ? 

Mr.  Kelly. — Perhaps  he  referred  to  the 
honorable  member  for  South  Sydney. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— Tlie  honorable  member 
for  South  Sydney  has  not  left  the  Labour 
party,  and  has  no  intention  of  doing  so. 
He  intends  to  retire  from  politics,  as  is  well 
known,  but  that  is  not  on  account  of  any 
difference  with  the  Labour  party. 

Mr,  Kelly.— Why  is  he  retiring,  then? 

Mr.  TUDOR.— I  do  not  mind  telling  the 
honorable  member  privately,  but  the  reason 
has  nothing  to  do  with  the  I,abour  moi-anent 
whatever.  I  think  that  most  honnaUe 
members  know  that.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Hunter  was  not  in  the  first  Federal 
Parliament,  but  probably  he  is  aware  that 
the  only  members  who  have  left  our  party 
have  been  Mr.  Rcmald,  formerly  member  for 
Southern  Melbourne ;  Mr.  Dawson,  formerly 
a  senator  from  Queensland ;  and  Mr.  Bar- 
rett, formerly  a  Victorian  senator.  Arc 
these  the  "  strong  men  "  that  the  h(»iorable 
member  for  Hunter  referred  to? 

Dr.  Carty  Salmon. — Did  they  leare  cf 
their  own  accord? 

^fr.  TUDOR.— I  think  they  left  for  a 
variety  of  reasons. 

Dr.  Cahtt  Salmon. — ^What  happens  toa 
man  who  leaves  the  Labour  party  of  his 
own  accord? 

Mr.  TUDOR.— As  a  rule  he  goes  out  of 
politics.  He  does  if  we  have  any  say  in 
the  matter.  I  venture  to  say  that  if  hon- 
orable members  opposite  could  deal  with 
the  four  members  who  formerly  sat  with 
them,  but  who  are  now  in  Opposition,  they 
would  do  so  at  the  next  election.  In  that 
respect,  they  are  in  fMecisely  the  same  posi- 
tion as  we  are.  I  remember  Senate* 
McCoil  congratulating  the  miners  on 
deciding  not  to  tal«  political  action 
last  year.  But  since  then  a  new 
ballot  of  the  miners  has  been  taken.  The 
Postmaster- General  will  no  doubt  be  glad 
to  know  that  last  year  there  was  a  majoritf 
of  600  Bendigo  miners  against  political 
affiliation.  This  year  there  is  a  majority  in 
Bendigo  of  nearly  100  in  favour  of  that 
course.  In  Chewton  and  Rutherglen.  as  the 
honorable  member  for  Injii  will  be  in- 
terested to  learn,  a  majority  of  100  against 
political  action  has  been  ttimed  into  a 
majoritv  of  over  100  in  ff^Wy^^^^t.  Ar- 
naud,  the  honoraJ&^'^MiedW^^nnpiant 
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will,  perhaps,  be  pleased  to  learn,  the 
min^s  have  turned  a  majority  of  twenty- 
three  against  political  fUfiliatitm  into  a 
majority  of  twenty  in  favour.  In  Ararat, 
which  is  also  in  the  constituency  of  Gram- 
pians, there  was  last  year  a  majority  of 
forty-four  against  political  affiliation.  This 
jear  there  is  a  majority  of  seventeen  in 
favour  of  that  course. 

Dr.  Wilson. — ^Will  the  hcHiorable  mem- 
ber now  give  us  the  figures  for  the  Torrens 
dec^ate  for  the  last  two  elections. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— I  have  not  got  them. 
But,  as  you  know,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  Tor- 
rens electorate  at  the  last  State  election  re- 
turned five  L^dxxir  monbers.  It  returns  five 
Labour  members  to-day.  The  newly  elected 
monber  is  a  Labour  man.  Further,  it  has 
to  be  remembered  that  a  by-election  is 
sometimes  harder  to  win  than  is  a  seat  at 
a  general  election.  I  am  also  informed  that 
at  the  last  general  election  the  Labour  party 
in  Torrens  had  the  assistance  of  the  great 
Liberal  newspaper  of  Adelaide.  At  the 
recent  election,  that  organ  was  against  us. 
But  our  party  in  South  Australia  have  been 
able  to  do  what  we  have  always 
done  in  Victoria.  We  have  increased 
our  strength,  not  ibecause  of  any  support 
which  the  newspapers  have  given  to  us,  but 
in  spite  of  most  bitter  and  unscrupulous  op- 
position. Does  any  person  dream  that  there 
would  have  been  a  fusion  in  l-'ederal  politics 
if  our  party  had  remained  at  the  strength 
which  it  possessed  in  the  first  Parliament, 
when  we  had  only  sixteen  seats  out  of 
seventy-five?  The  reason  for  the  fusion  is 
the  remarkable  growth  of  the  Labour  party. 
Out  of  the  sixteen  Labour  members  who  sat 
in  the  first  Federal  Parliament,  fifteen  are 
here  to-day.  There  were  fifty-nine  other 
members  in  the  first  Parliament.  Where 
are  they  now?  Thirty-four  of  them  have 
gone.  Some  have  died,  some  have  left 
Parliament  for  other  reascHis ;  but  if  we  are 
to  believe  the  honorable  member  for  Went- 
worth,  when  a  man  leaves  Parliament,  he 
does  it  because  he  wants  to  leave  his  party. 
The  fact  that  stands  out  is  that  we  have 
increased  our  strength  from  sixteen  to 
twenty-seven.  In  the  Senate,  we  have  a 
proportionatelv  greater  strength,  and  we 
hope  to  be  still  strcmger  after  the  next  elec- 
tion. There  is  a  Libera]  organizaticm  at 
work  in  Victoria.  I  have  before  me  a 
cJipping  from  the  A,^e  newspaper  in  rela- 
tion to  it.  As  the  Age  is  a  supporter  of 
the  Liberal  party,  it  must  be  inferred  that 
the  gentleman  who  made  the  statement 
which  I  shall  quote,  at  North  Fitzroy,  on 


the  28th  of  last  mtmth,  represented  the  views 
of  the  Liberal  party.  The  chairman  of 
the  meeting  was  Mr.  F.  O'Neill,  and  he 

made  the  remark  that— 

The  Labour  party  did  not  want  to  have  any 
duty  on  pianos,  but  th^  were  restored  to  tbc 
schedule  through  the  effort  of  Mr.  Coon,  and 
one  of  the  first  results  of  that  is  that  a  factory 
has  been  built  in  Richmond. 

A  member  of  the  audience  interjected, 
"  What  about  Joe  Cook?"  The  chairman 
said:  "The  Liberal  party  has  swallowed 
Joe  Cbok,  who  has  swallowed  its  pro- 
gramme." What  are  the  facts  in  ccHinexion 
with  the  piano  duties?  The  Labour  party 
did  not  oppose  those  duties,  which  were 
never  removed  from  the  schedule,  or,  if 
they  were,  it  could  only  have  been  on  the 
initiative  of  a  Minister,  and  not  <m  any 
action  taken  by  a  private  member. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — I  submitted  the  motion  for 
the  duty. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— Yes,  I  know ;  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Batman  did  not  move 
that  the  duty  be  restored,  and,  having 
looked  through  Hansard,  I  cannot  see  that 
the  honorable  member  did  more  than  I  did 
myself — vote.  If  there  is  one  private  mem- 
ber who  deser\es  any  credit  in  connexion 
with  the  piano  duties,  it  is  the  honorable 
member  for  Newcastle,  who  worked  very 
hard  in  their  suppcHt,  as  he  did  in  the  sup- 
port of  other  items. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — I  suppose  that  is  why 
Mr.  Beale  is  working  so  hard  for  the 
Labour  party  ! 

Mr.  TUDOR.— I  have  no  doubt  that 
Mr.  Beale  will  do  in  the  future  as  he  h.?s 
done  in  the  past ;  that  is,  do  his  best  to 
"down"  the  wcffkers,  as  he  did  during  the 
Victorian  railway  strike.  I  have  here  the 
Labour  Call  of  last  week,  which  contains 
a  record  of  the  whole  of  the  divisions  taken 
in  this  House  in  connexion  with  the  piano 
duties.  If  hocKUrable  members  remember, 
there  was  a  proposal  for  a  fixed  duty,  and 
an  ad  valorem  duty,  and  the  fixed  duty 
was  abandcmed,  leaving  a  duty  of  40  plt 
cent.  The  honorable  member  for  Lang 
moved  to  reduce  that  duty,  and  his  motion 
was  defeated  by  one  vote.  Was  it  by  a 
vote  of  a  present  Ministerialist  that  the 
motion  was  defeated  ?  Twenty-nine  of  the 
present  Ministerial  party  voted  or  paired 
for  a  reduction  of  the  duty,  and  only 
fourteen  of  them  voted  against  the  motion, 
whereas  eighteen  members  of  the  Labour 
party  voted  against  the  motion,  and  only 
six  for  it ;  in  other  words,  the  Labour  party 
were  three  to  one  against  any  reduction, 
whilst  the  pre¥^^^n^5^tew«e  tw«? 
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to  one  in  favour  of  a  reduction.  The  hon- 
orable member  for  Dalley  moved  that  the 
duty  be  30  per  cent,  in  the  general  Tariff 
and  25  per  cent,  in  the  preferential  Tariff, 
and  this  was  agreed  to  on  the  voices.  When 
the  schedule  went  to  the  Senate,  what  did 
the  Labour  members  there  do? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honwable  mem- 
ber must  not  refer  to  what  takes  place  in 
another  Chamber. 

Mr.  TUDOR. — The  honorable  meml-c- 
for  Maribyrnong,  speaking  at  Footscray, 
said  that  a  new  piano  factory  was  being 
erected  in  Richmond,  and  that  but  for  the 
vote  of  the  honorable  member  for  Cook  in 
reducing  the  duty,  ajiother  factory  would 
have  beai  started  in  Sydney.  The  duties 
on  pianos  left  this  Chamber  at  30  and  25 
per  cent. ,  and  came  back  at  25  and  20  per 
cent. ;  and  amongst  the  votes  for  the  lower 
duties  were  those  of  two  men  who  were 
recommended  by  the  Age  as  Protectionists 
at  the  last  electictfi.  Will  the  honorable 
member  for  Maribyrnong  state  that  fact 
in  his  electorate,  instead  of  throwing  the 
blame  on  a  member  of  the  Labour  party  ? 

Mr.  Mauger.— That  does  not  answer 
what  I  said;  we  tried  to  replace  the 
duties,  and  would  have  done  so  tut  for  the 
vote  I  have  mentioned. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— The  honorable  member 
did  not  say  that  at  Footscray,  according  to 
the  report. 

Mr.  Mauger. — Of  course  I  said  it. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— I  shall  make  it  plain  at 
Footscray  that  the  reduction  of  the  duty 
was  not  owing  to  the  vote  of  a  Labour 
man. 

Mr.  Mauger- — ^And  I  say  it  was. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— I  believe  that  some  hon- 
orable members  who  were  returned  to  this 
House  as  Protectionists  voted  for  the  lower 
duties ;  but  the  hwiorable  member  for 
Maribyrnong  said  not  one  word  against 
them,  throwing  the  whole  of  the  blame  on 
a  member  of  the  Labour  party. 

Mauger. — That  is  no  answer. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— Then  I  do  not  know 
what  the  honorable  member  would  regard 
as  an  answer.  At  the  same  meeting  the 
honorable  member  said— 

The  Old-age  Pensions  Act  was  introduced, 
as  promised  by  Mr.  Dcakin  years  n^o,  and 
passed  by  the  Deakin  Government.  Now  the 
Labour  members  were  claiming  that  the  Act 
was  their  measure. 

A  VnicK.— It  was  passed  with  the  help  of 
the  T^abour  parly. 

Mr.  MaT.EB. — The  Labour  memberi  assisted. 
It  was  their  policy,  and  there  was  no  virtue 
in  assisting. 


What  are  the  facts?  There  would  have 
been  no  Federal  old-age  pensions  to-day 
had  it  not  been  for  the  h(»K>rable  member 
for  Wide  Bay. 

Mr.  Mauger, — Rubbish  I 

Mr.  TUDOR.— Will  the  honorable 
member  belie\'e  the  Prime  Minister  or  the 
Age?  On  19th  March,  when  the  honorable 
member  for  Wide  Bay.  the  Leader  of  the 
Labour  party,  introduced  a  resolution  deal- 
ing with  old-age  pensions,  the  honorable 
member  for  KaIgoc»lie  said,  as  reported  in 
Hansard — 

Ministers  say  now  that,  if  the  Conference 
of  Premiers  agrees  to  their  financial  scheme, 
they  will  provide  old-age  pensions  at  once,  bot 
that  if  that  scheme  is  rejected,  we  must  wait 
until  the  Braddon  section  expires. 

Mr.  Deakin. — That  is  so. 

The  Premiers  have  not  adopted  the  finan- 
cial scheme  of  the  Goverrunent,  and  the 
Braddon  section  has  not  expired,  and  yet 
we  have  Federal  old-age  pensitxis. 

Mr.  Mauger. — ^That  is  as  unfair  as  the 
rest  of  the  honorable  member's  comments. 

Mr.  Deakin. — It  was  pointed  out  after- 
wards that  that  interjection  was  not  in- 
tended to  convey  the  meaning  the  honorable 
member  puts  on  it. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— If  the  Prime  Minister, 
or  any  other  hcmorable  member,  will  find 
me  the  quotation  where  that  was  pointed 
out,  I  shall  be  pleased  to  read  it. 

Mr.  Deakin. — I  have  pointed  it  out  be- 
fore, only  two  nights  ago. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— Then  I  have  not  seen 
the  report. 

Dr.  Wilson. — The  htMiorable  member 
for  Dalley  moved  that  old-age  pensicms  be 
instituted  this  year,  and  the  Labour  party 
all  voted  against  it. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— The  honorable  member 
is  wrong.  The  Age  of  the  26th  June,  1908 
— the  newspaper  to  which  the  honorable 
member  for  Maribymcmg  owes  his  political 
existence — contained  the  following: — 

For  example,  it  is  certain  that  neither  the 
Old-age  Pensions  Act  nor  the  Royal  Commis- 
sion on  postal  affairs  would  have  been  passed 
last  session  had  it  not  been  for  the  insistence 

of  the  Labour  party. 

Mr.  Mauger. — So  I  say,  too. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— The  honorable  member 
said  no  such  thing.  On  the  words  of  the 
Prime  Minister  and  the  Age,  I  say  that 
if  the  Labour  party  had  not  insist^l,  the 
aged  poor  would  not  be  receiving  FederaJ 
pensions  to-day. 

Sir  John  Fokrest. — How  did  the 
Labour  party  in«|?^^^  CQQg|^ 
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Mr.  TUDOR.— Let  the  right  honor- 
able member  ask  the  Prime  Minister. 
I  say  that  when  l5r.  Fisher  submitted 
his  motiwi  in  favour  of  old-age  pensions, 
it  was  not  the  intention  of  any  other  honor- 
able member  to  take  similar  action.  How 
was  the  money  with  which  to  pay  those 
pensions  provided  ?  By  means  of  the 
Surplus  Revenue  Act.  How  many  honor- 
able members  oppoate  voted  in  favour  of 
that  measure?  Why,  thirty  of  them  voted 
against  it.  Would  the  aged  poor  of  Aus- 
tralia to-day  be  receiving  at  least 
000,000  a  year  more  than  they  previ- 
ously received  if  honorable  members  oppo- 
site had  had  their  way  ? 

Sir  John  Forrest. — We  thought  that 
the  Surplus  Revenue  Act  was  illegal. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— And  the  States  thought 
so,  too.  They  fought  the  measure  in  the 
High  Court,  and  were  defeated. 

Mr.  Atkinson. — Does  the  honorable 
member  say  that  that  Act  provides  the 
whole  of  the  money  that  is  necessary  for 
the  payment  of  old-age  pensions? 

Mr.  TUDOR.— r  say  that  if  the  Sur- 
plus Revenue  Bill  had  not  been  passed, 
sufficient  funds  would  not  be  available  with 
which  to  finance  old-age  pensions.  The 
only  person  who  is  entitled  to  credit  for  his 
action  in  that  G(»inexion  is  the  honorably 
member  for  Wide  Bay,  the  Leader  of 
the  Labour  party.  To  him  is  due  the 
entire  credit  for  having  shown  the  way  in 
which  old-age  pensions  could  be  paid  at 
least  eighteen  months  prior  to  the  expira- 
tion of  the  Braddon  section.  The  honor- 
able member  for  Flinders  voted  against  the 
Surplus  Revenue  Bill. 

Dr.  Wilson. — But  not  against  the  pay- 
ment of  old-age  pensions. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— Of  course  not.  Much 
as  scxne  honorable  members  oppc»ite  would 
have  liked  to  vote  against  the  Old-age  Pen- 
sions Bill,  they  dared  not  do  so.  But  in- 
stead, they  voted  against  the  measure  which 
was  necessary  to  provide  the  money  with 
which  to  pay  those  penaons — an  infinitely 
worse  action.  I  can  respect  an  open 
enemv.  but  I  cannot  respect  honorable 
members  who  voted  against  the  Surplus 
Revenue  Bill  for  the  purpose  of  killing  the 
old-age  pensions  scheme,  and  who  had  not 
the  courage  to  stand  up  and  publicly  avow 
their  intention. 

Sir.  John  Forrest. — That  statement  is 
just  about  as  unfair  as  the  remainder  of 
the  honorable  member's  remarks. 


Mr.  TUDOR.— I  can  assure  the  Trea- 
surer that  I  have  no  desire  to  be  unfair. 
I  have  merely  stated  the  position  as  I  view 
it.  Many  honorable  members  used  the 
Surplus  Revenue  Bill  as  an  excuse  for  de- 
laying the  initiaticHi  of  a  Federal  system 
of  old-age  pensions. 

Mr.  Atkinson. — The  Surplus  Revenue 
Act  provides  only  a  very  small  proportion 
of  the  money  required  to  pay  those  pen- 
sions. 

Mr.  TUDOR. — ^The  greater  proportion 
of  it  is  {»x>vided  by  that  Act.  It  is  not 
my  intention  to  delay  the  House  any 
longer.  This  afternoon  the  right  honor- 
able member  for  East  Sydney  declared  it 
was  not  his  intention  to  deal  with  the  past, 
but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  practically  the 
whole  of  his  remarks  were  devoted  to  the 
past.  In  my  opinion,  the  well-being  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Australia  was  better 
safeguarded  by  the  late  Ministry  than  it  is 
by  the  present  Government.  I  do  not 
think  we  can  look  to  hcxiorable  members 
opposite  for  any  system  of  land  legislation 
which  is  likelv  to  prmnote  settlement 

Dr.  Wilson.— Let  us  leave  the  matter 
to  the  States. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— Yes,  let  us  leave  it  to 
the  States,  with  their  Upper  Houses.  Some 
honorable  members  affect  to  believe  that 
the  present  Ministry  will  give  them  new 
Protection.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  every 
opponent  of  the  Factories  Act  is  to  be 
found  upon  the  other  side  of  the  Chamber. 
Why  does  the  Employers'  Federatim  sub- 
scribe to  the  principle  of  Wages  Boards? 
Simply  because  it  believes  that  those 
Boards  represent  the  lesser  of  two  evils.  I 
believe  that  the  only  way  in  which  we  can 
obtain  an  effective  system  of  new  Protec- 
tion is  to  be  obtained  by  an  amendment  of 
the  Constitution.  The  newspapers  of  this 
city  are  constantly  exhorting  us  to  get  on 
with  the  business  of  the  country.  But  when 
the  Prime  Minister  proposed  a  three-weeks' 
adjournment  of  the  House,  and  the  Oppo- 
sitifHi  suggested  that  an  adjournment  for 
two  weeks  would  be  ample,  the  press  sup- 
ported the  plea  of  the  Government  that  a. 
fortnight  would  not  l>e  too  long  to 
enable  them  to  prepare  their  measures. 
Yet,  if  any  member  of  the  Labour  party 
now  dares  to  express  his  opinions,  he  is 
accused  of  blocking  business.  We  have 
been  told  that  this  motion  will  be  defeated 
bv  a  certain  number  of  votes.  Whether 
that  statement  be  true  or-^jot  1 
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Sir  John  Forrest. — The  honcrable 
member  knows  very  well  that  it  is  true. 

Mr.  TUDOR. — If  some  honorable  mem- 
bers disregard  their  principles,  and  vote  in 
a  certain  direction  for  the  punrase  of  sav- 
ing their  seats,  I  have  no  doubt  that  it 
will  be  defeated.  But  the  reason  imder- 
lying  their  action  will  be  a  desire  to  stave 
off  the  evil  day  as  long  as  possible — the 
day  when  they  will  be  called  to  account 
for  having  broken  the  pledges  which  they 
gave  to  Iheir  constituents  at  the  last  general 
election. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — By  way  of  per- 
smal  explanation,  I  should  like  to  correct 
the  inference  which  is  to  be  drawn  from 
certain  remarks  by  the  h<HiorabIe  member 
who  has  just  resumed  his  seat.  He  re- 
ferred to  a  letter  whicB  I  wrote  about  three 
years  ago  to  a  Mr.  Hodges,  and  he  endea- 
voured to  induce  the  House  to  believe  that 
that  letter  was  typical  of  the  communica- 
tiOTs  forwarded  to  every  other  candidate 
seeking  the  support  of  the  Government  at 
that  time.  That  is  an  entirely  wrong  con- 
structiwi  to  place  upon  it,  and,  therefme, 
I  propose  to  state  the  facts. 

Mr.  Pace. — We  have  two  other  exactly 
similar  letters  which  were  forwarded  to 
two  other  men. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — The  honorable 
member  has  not.  The  facts  are  that  prior 
to  the  general  election  in  1906,  Mr.  £.  F. 
G.  Hodges  wrote  to  the  Prime  Ministo, 
Mr.  Deakin,  asking  that  he  might  be 
selected  as  the  Government  candidate  for 
Memda.  At  that  time  I  was  acting  as 
secretary  to  the  Cabinet,  and  the  letter 
was  referred  to  me  for  an  answer.  As  a 
result,  I  forwarded  a  reply,  of  which  the 
honorable  member  foe  Yarra  has  read  a 
copy. 

Mr.  Tudor. — It  is  a  correct  copy. 

Mr.  HuuE  Cook. — I  beliei-e  that  it 
is  an  exact  copy.  At  the  time  that  letter 
was  written,  it  was  believed  that  Mr. 
Hodges  was  a  member  of  the  Labour  party, 
and  as,  in  duty  bound,  I  had  to  protect  the 
Govemm«it  from  securing  the  return  of 
candidates  under  false  pretences  

Mr.  Page. — This  is  rich. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook.— -Mr.  Hodges  ap- 
plied to  be  selected  as  the  Government  can- 
didate for  >!ernda.  In  reply  to  his  ap- 
plication, I  gave  him  a  dc^e  of  the  poli- 
tical medicine  which  the  Labour  party  ad< 
ministers  to  its  candidates,  by  asking  him 
if  he  were  willing  to  stand  down  if  not 
selected.    He  did  not  reply  to  my  letter. 


but,  apparently,  as  the  result  of  it,  with- 
drew his  candidature  for  Mernda,  and  a 
little  later  came  out  in  bis  true  colours  as 
the  Labour  candidate  for  Koo)-<Hig.  We 
have  it  on  the  authority  of  the  hononUe 
member  fcx'  Yarra  that  no  person  can  Ix- 
cone  a  Labour  candidate  unless  be  has 
been  twelve  months  a  member  of  some 
organization  affiliated  with  the  Politic2l 
Labour  Council. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  am  afraid  that  tbt 
txHiorable  member  is  now  proceeding  tc- 
yond  a  personal  explanation. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — That  is  a  part  ol 
the  matter  to  which  the  honorable  membtr 
referred.  However,  my  point  is  that 
Mr.  Hodges,  when  seeking  to  t< 
selected  as  a  Government  candidate, 
must  have  been  a  member  of  tU 
Labour  party,  as  shown  by  the  fact  that  fce 
subsequently  became  the  Labour  candidal 
for  Koo>'<»ig,  a  neighbouring  constitueoc). 
and  that  he  was  endeavouring  under  fabe 
pretoues  to  obtain  the  nominaticm  of  tU 
Government  for  the  constituency  of  IMenida. 
In  such  circumstances,  it  is  my  duty  to  ex- 
pose the  sort  of  Tammany  tactics  whica 
these  gentlemen  apparently  adopt  in  order 
to  secure  election  to  this  Chamber  x< 
Liberals,  only  to  desert  the  Liberal  pjrt*' 
at  a  later  stage,  and  to  join  forces  with 
•the  Labour  party,  to  which  they  always  ije- 
Icmged.    It  was  done  in  another  case. 

Mr.  \V ATKINS. — Is  that  part  of  the  hon- 
orable member's  letter  correct  in  which  it 
is  stated  that  all  perscms  seeking  selection 
as  Government  candidates  must  do  the  same 
thing. 

Mr.  HuHE  Cook. — I  do  not  kiww 
whether  or  not  a  correct  copy  of  the  len« 
has  been  read,  but  I  stand  bv  what  I  wrote 
I  repeat  that  Mr.  Hodges,  knowing  that  be 
was  a  member  of  the  Labour  party,  tried  to 
secure  selection  as  a  Government  candidate, 
and  to  get  into  this  House  under  false  pre* 
tences.  If  these  Tammany  tactics  are  the 
tactics  of  the  Labour  party,  the  sooner  the? 
are  ^posed  the  better. 

Mr.  Page. — It  were  better  that  the  hon- 
orable member  had  left  that  unsaid. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — I  have  more  to 
follow. 

Mr.  COON  (Batman)  [9.17].— I  rise  with 
s«ne  diffidence  to  address  my^lf  to  tlw 
questitxi  before  the  Chair  after  the  extra- 
ordinary speerh  of  the  hcMiwable  meml<r 
for  Yarra,  but  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  make 
some  referoice  to  the  attack  whidi  he  made 
upon  me.  Digi,,e,,^GoOgle 
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Mr.  SPEAKER.— Order  I  It  is  quite 
impossible  for  the  tumorable  member 
to  proceed  whilst  hmorable  members  are 
moving  about  the  chamber,  and  speaking 
in  loud  tones. 

Mr.  COON. — At  one  time  I  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Labour  party,  and  when  it  no 
longer  represented  the  workers  I  saw 
fit  to  dis<x)ntinue  my  connexion  with  it,  I 
paid  up  my  dues,  and  resigned.  I  desire 
to  read  a  statement  made  in  this  House  on 
the  28th  May  last,  by  the  honwable  member 
for  Yarra,  who  said — 

The  honorable  member  for  Batman  had  to 
sign  a  promise  that  he  would  not  stand  for 
the  position,  in  order  to  become  eligible  for 
selection  by  the  Committee. 

He  was  then  suggesting  that  I  had  to  sign 
a  certain  document  in  order  to  secure  the 
nominaticHi  of  the  Liberals  for  the  Batman 
constituency.  The  hcmcffable  member  for 
Boothby  interjected,  "So  he  signed  the 
pledge  ?"  and  the  honorable  member  for 
Yarra  continued — 

Yes,  that  is  so,  according  to  the  statements 
of  those  who  were  present  at  that  meeting.  ^ 
I  give  that  statement  a  most  emphatic  de- 
nial. At  no  time  did  I  sign  a  pledge  as  a 
Ministerial  candidate.  I  was  never  asked 
to  sign  a  piedge,  and  I  did  not  sign  one. 
So  much  for  misrepresentation  No.  i.  Let 
mo  deal  now  with  the  second  misrepresenta- 
ticMi.  The  hcMiorable  member  is  reported  in 
Hansard  to  have  interjected,  in  the  course 
of  a  speech  made  by  me  on  the  same  date — 

Did  the  honorable  member  never  sign  the 
Labour  pledge? 

I  replied — 

No;  not  as  a  Labour  -  candidate  for  Oie  Col- 
Hngwood  Council;  and  if  he  can  produce  any 
pledge  that  I  have  signed  I  am  prepared.  .  .  . 
I0  resign  straight  away. 

The  honorable  member  has  produced  to- 
night a  Labour  platform  card  with  my  name 
written  across  it,  and  he  has  sought  to  tie 
me  down  to  that  as  a  pledge  signed  by  me. 
As  a  member  of  the  Central  Executive  of 
!  tif  Political  Labour  League,  the  honorable 
member  knows  full  well  that  my  selection 
a.^  a  candidate  of  the  Labour  party  would 
not  be  indorsed  unless  I  signed  its  pledge, 
and  the  municipal  pledge  I  did  not  at  any 
time  sign.  I  come  now  to  misFepresentati<Hi 
No.  3.  The  honorable  member  produced 
to-night  a  letter  which  was  written 
in  1902.  but  which  waS  misdated 
1 903.  It  was  written  at  a  time 
when  I  was  in  no  way  connected  with 
the  Labour  party,  but  the  honorable  member 
has  repeated  to-night  a  speech  which  he  re- 
hearsed a  few  weeks  ago  at  a  meeting  held 


in  the  CoUingwood  Town  Hall — a  speech 
made,  not  in  the  interests  of  the  country, 
but  with  the  object  of  downing  me.  And 
this  is  the  attitude  which  the  honorable 
member  adc^s  towards  one  who  was  at  one 
time  the  chairman  of  his  election  ccromittee, 
and  was  selected  to  move  a  sesolution  in 
favour  of  his  candidature  at  all  his  large 
meetings.  I  was  the  chairman  of  the  hon- 
orable member's  election  committee  when  I 
was  one  of  the  representatives  of  a  ward 
in  the  CoUingwood  City  Coimcil.  That 
council,  by  the  way,  is  the  most  demo- 
cratic in  Victoria,  and  yet  there  is  not 
a  pledged  Labour  man  in  it.  The  Labour 
partv  have  an  opporttmity  at  the  fcffth- 
comuig  municipal  election  to  «ideavotir 
to  secure  the  return  of  five  candidates,  but 
they  have  decided  only  to  challenge  my  re- 
election, and  to  allow  all  the  other  retiring 
councillors  a  walk-over.  In  connexion  with 
that  municipal  election,  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Yarra  will  have  an  opporttmity  to 
nir  his  eloquence  on  the  public  platform. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — The  hcworable  mem- 
ber is  a  Labour  rat  all  the  same. 

Mr.  COON. — A  few  days  ago  the  hai- 
orable  member  for  Hindmarsh  stated  that 
I  went  cringing  and  crawling  to  the  Labour 
party  to  secure  immunity  from  oppositicxi. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — I  (iid  not  say  that. 

Mr.  COON. — The  honorable  member  said 
that  I  wished  to  rejoin  the  Labour  party.  As 
a  matter  of  fact,  I  have  never  sought  to  re- 
join the  party,  and  have  never  approached 
any  one  acting  on  behalf  of  the  party 
with  that  object  in  view.  It  is  true  that 
the  honorable  member  fcM:  Hume  once  sug- 
gested that  I  should  approach  the  Attorney- 
General  in  the  Labour  Administration — the 
honwable  member  for  West  Sydney — and 
the  Minister  of  Defence,  Senator  Pearce, 
with  a  view  of  securing  the  withdrawal  of 
the  Labour  candidate  selected  to  oppose  me. 
I  told  the  honorai)ie  member,  however, 
that  I  would  not  do  anything  of  the  kind, 
and  I  did  not.  The  honorable  member  for 
Hindmarsh  inferred  that  I  endeavoured  to 
secure  immunity  frcwn  opposition  on  the 
part  of  a  party  that  stoned  me  at  the  last 
election  ;  that  broke  up  nearly  every  meeting 
that  I  held,  that  howled  down  the  Prime 
Minister,  who  spoke  at  one  of  mv  meetings, 
and  covered  up,  after  midnight,  every  notice 
that  I  had  had  posted.  Is  it  reasonable  for 
the  honorable  member  for  Hindmarsh  to  ac- 
cuse me  of  trying  to  re-join  a  party  that 
played  such  tricks  on  me?  At  the  last 
general  election,  I  was  opposed  by  a  Labour 
candidate,  Mr.  S<iJ^KePh<*-^^@S'>^*«™ 
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the  State  Parliament  in  order  to  fight  me. 
The  result  of  the  election  was  that  I  secured 
7,098  votes  as  against  6,617,  polled  by  the 
Labour  candidate,  330  secured  by  Mr. 
Painter,  who  stood  on  the  same  platform 
as  I  did,  and  151  polled  by  Mr.  Vernon.' 
In  other  words,  I  defeated  the  selected 
Labour  candidate  by  481  votes.  At  a 
Labour  Conference  held  on  the  17th  March 
last,  for  the  purpose  of  selecting  a  candi- 
date to  run  in  opposition  to  me,  Mr.  Lloyd, 
a  member  of  the  Collingwood  branch  of  the 
Labour  League,  suggested  that  I  should  not 
be  opposed,  and  Mr.  Miller,  ex-President  of 
the  Trades  Hall  Council,  suggested  to  the 
Conference  that  steps  should  be  taken  to  ex- 
pel him  from  the  Labour  movement  for  hav- 
ing dared  to  make  such  a  proposition. 
The  honorable  member  for  Yarra  saw  fit 
to  accuse  those  on  this  side  of  the  chamber 
of  having  broken  their  pledges,  I  have 
not  brokoi  one  of  mine,  though  I  should 
have  had  to  do  so  had  I  suppcnted  the 
Fisher  Government.  I  was  returned  after 
the  strongest  fight  against  a  Labour  candi- 
date which  any  Victorian  representative 
had  to  make.  The  Ministry  of  the  day 
determined,  on  the  27th  November,  1906. 
to  support  me,  but  the  A^e  selected  me  only 
on  rsth  December,  the  day  of  the  election. 
I  said  on  the  4th  December  last  that  1 
would  not  support  the  Fisher  Ministry 
because  of  its  attitude  in  regard  to  the 
fiscal  questim.  I  stated — ffattsard,  volume 
XLvm.,  page  2743 — — 

I  was  returned  &s  a  Protectionist  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  Labour  party,  and  the  Labour 
leagues  in  my  own  electorate  to-day  are  select- 
ing a  candidate  to  oppose  me  at  the  next  gene^ 
ral  election.  I  do  not  complain  of  that,  but 
I  do  complain  of  the  stand  taken  by  the  Minis- 
ter on  this  question. 

Earlier  in  the  day  I  had  asked  the  Minis- 
ter of  Hmn','  Affairs 

whether,  in  view  of  the  fjict  that  tenders  are 
being  called  for  the  provision  of  ventilating 
fans  in  the  General  Post  Office,  Melbourne, 
he  is  prepared  to  give  an  opportunity  to  Aus- 
tralian munu  f act  urers  to  tender  ?  At  present 
the  latter  are  debarred. 

The  honorable  member  for  Coolgardie. 
who  was  then  Minister  of  Home  Affairs, 
replied — 

At  present  I  am  not  advised  as  to  the  [>osi- 
tion;  but  may  have  the  information  later  on. 

I  then  asked  the  Prime  Minister  if  he  was 

prepared  — 

lo  announce  what  is  the  fiscil  policy  of  the 
Government — whether  ihey  are  Protectionists  or 
Free  Traders? 


To  which  he  replied — 

The  Government  will  have  no  hesitation  in 
declaring  their  policy  at  the  proper  time. 

It  may  be  thought  that  the  policy  of  the 
Ministry  was  declared  in  the  Gympie 
speech.  But  when  the  honorable  member 
for  Wide  Bay,  after  speaking  of  the  great 
progress  made  by  Australian  industries, 
referred  to  the  fiscal  question,  he  merely 
said — 

The  Commonwealth  Parliament  has  power  to 
deal  with  Customs  and  Excise.  It  has  power 
to  put  on  a  protective  Tariff.  Australians 
have,  rightly  or  wrongly,  settled  on  a  policy 
of  Prelection  for  Australia. 

Rightly  or  wrongly  !  Surely  the  Ministry- 
claimiiig  the  right  to  lead  a  national  Par- 
liament should  have  a  definite  fiscal  policy. 

Mr.  Mathews. — Has  the  honorable 
member's  partji  a  definite  fiscal  policy? 

Mr.  COON. — I  am  speaking  for  mjself, 
not  for  any  party.  The  honorable  member 
for  Wide  Bay  was  silent  as  to  the  attitude 
which  his  Government  would  take  regard- 
ing Protection  and  Free  Trade.  But 
speaking  in  Melbourne  on  ist  December, 
at  a  conference  of  manufacturers,  he  said — 

The  Conference  would  not  have  been  able  lo 
present  such  a  full -hearted  report  of  progress 
had  it  not  been  for  the  ful&lment  of  the  policv 
of  his  right  honorable  friend,  Mr.  Deakin,  at 
the  last  Federal  elections.  To  Mr.  Deakin 
and  his  party  Australia  was  indebted  for  the 
protective  policy  which  had  enabled  the  Com- 
monwealth during  the  last  year  to  make  sudi 
marvellous  progress  in  its  manufacturing  in- 
dustries. 

But  at  Gympie  he  made  no  declaration  of 
policy  regarding  the  fiscal  question.  The 
reason  can  be  understood.  He  had  in  ids 
Ministry  the  honorable  member  for  West 
Sydney,  one  of  the  Ntterest  opponents  of 
Protection  in  this  House,  the  honorable 
members  for  Barrier  and  Coolgardie,  and 
Senator  Pearce,  all  Free  Traders,  and  the 
honorable  member  for  Boothby,  a  shandy- 
gaff Protectionist.  The  honorable  member 
for  West  Sydney,  speaking  in  this  chamber 
on  28th  August,  1907 — honorable  members 
will  find  his  remarks  recorded  in  Hansard, 
TOlume  xxxvni.,  page  2484 — - 

Every  one  knows  that  I  am  a  Free  Trader. 
I  have  never  hesitated  to  declare  mvself  ia 
favour  of  Free  Trade,  whether  the  policy  has 
been  popular  or  unpopular.  .  .  ,  The 
greatest  crime  imputed  to  thr  Labour  party 
in  the  New  South  Wales  Parliament  was  that 
it  had  sunk  the  fiscal  issue,  which  we  hare 
never  regarded  but  as  of  secondary  import- 
ance. 

The  honorable  member  says  that  the 
Labour  party  has  alwavs  regarded  as  of 
secondary  imp(^^|.3;^^<5e^|0.ffectmg 
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industries  employing  250,000  persons,  and 
distributing  wages  to  the  sum  of 
^19,000,000  per  annum.    He  added — 

The  Free  Trade  members  of  the  party  hare 
always  voted  for  the  lowest  duties  possible. 
I  have  always  stated  that  I  did  not  consider 
ProtectioA  desirable. 

Then  he  stated,  at  paRe  2488 — 

I  wish  now  to  state  my  attitude  on  the  Taiifl. 
It  is  one  that  I  have  always  maintained.  I 
do  not  think  that  Protection  provides  more  em- 
ployment for  the  people.  I  have  never  thought 
that  it  does  so. 

Yet  I  am  told  that  I  broke  my  elecdon 
pledges  by  ceasing  to  support  a  Ministry 
containing  an  honorable  member  who  had 
stated  that  ProtectitHi  does  not  increase 
employment.  The  other  day  the  honorable 
member  for  Kalgoorlie  said  that  he  had  no 
fisr.^1  sins  to  anslwer  for,  that  he  was 
neither  Protectionist  nor  Free  Trader.  I 
find  that  in  122  divisions  he  voted  for  Pro- 
tection sixty-six  times,  and  for  Free  Trade 
fifty-six  times.  When  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Calare  was  speaking  on  the  Budget 
on  tlie  4th  September,  1907,  he  said — 

As  honorable  members  are  aware,  members 
»f  the  Labour  party  have  no  particular  fiscal 
faith.  .  .  .  To-day  I  am  sorry  to  see 
that  the  Oppositicm  are  not  led  by  a  gentle- 
man who  is  pledged  to  Free  Trade  principles 
as  the  first  plank  in  his  political  programme. 

He  regretted  the  fact  that  on  the  Opposi- 
ticKi  benches,  there  was  not  an  honorable 
member  pledged  to  Free  Trade,  so  that 
they  could  have  ousted  the  Ministry  on 
their  Tariff  proposals.  The  honorable 
member  for  Huine  does  not  say,  "Hear, 
hear,"  to  that  sentiment. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  did  not  hear  what 
the  honorable  member  said.  I  do  not  like 
backsliding  Protectionists. 

Mr.  COOX. — I  have  not  a  great  deal 

of  faith  in  backsliding  Free  Traders.  I 
intend  now  to  quote  an  extract  from  the 
Barrier  Truth,  which  I  understand  is  the 
only  Labour  daily  newspaper.  Writing  on 
the  2ist  September,  1906,  it  said — 

Here,  in  Broken  Elill,  efforts  are  likely  to 
be  made  to  introduce  the  fiscal  herring  into 
T.aborism.  So  far  as  individual  expressions 
of  opinion  are  concemetl,  and  as  long  as  they 
arc  confined  to  mere  opinions,  we  have  no 
ritilit  to  object.  If  a  Laborist  believes  con- 
scientiously in  Protection,  Che  Labour  platform 
ID  no  wav  prohibits  him  from  doing  so.  Nor 
does  it  stop  htm  from  giving  utterance  to  his 
ideas  as  often  as  he  pleases  or  wherever  he 
pleases.  I  f ,  again,  a  Laborist  has  foreign 
trade  beliefs  there  is  no  reason  why  he  should 
be  afraid  to  enunciate  those  beliefs.  The 
Labour  platform  does  not  say  that  he  should 
^ot  be  a  foreign  trader. 

[44] 


I  have  heard  some  iHHiorable  members  state 
that  they  do  not  like  b^g  classed  as 
foreign  traders,  but  the  Barrier  Truth 
says  that  a  Labour  man  can  be  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  foreign  trader,  that,  if  he 
likes,  he  can  be  in  favour  of  sweated 
labour  from  other  parts,  female  labour  in 
Japan,  and  long  hours  in  Germany  and 
elsewhere.  The  howrable  niember  for 
Hume,  says,  "  I  am  in  favour  of  new 
Protectiffli,  Factories  legislation,  high 
wages,  and  short  hours,"  but  at  the  same 
time  he  is  prepared  by  his  vote  and  speech 
to  allow  sweated  goods  fran  other  countries 
to  come  into  Australia. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Rubbish,  and  the 
honorable  member  knows  it. 

Mr.  COON.— I  believe  that  the  honor- 
able member  is  an  authority  on  some  things, 
and  therefore  I  propose  to  quote  from  the 
Sydney  Bulletin,  which  he  told  us  the  other 
day  he  considered  is  one  of  the  best  news- 
papers in  Australia. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — So  it  is. 
Mr.  COON. — I  am  glad  to  hear  that. 
Sir  William  Lyne. — It  does  not  supprat 
the  hcHiorable  member  now  though. 

Mr.  COON.— In  its  issue  of  the  24th 
June,  1909,  it  wrote  in  these  terms — 

The  foreign  trader  in  the  Labour  ranks  was 
always  an  anomaly  and  always  a  traitor.  His 
special  craving  was  for  the  free  admission  of  the 
goods  of  any  kind  of  nigger  or  other  unde- 
sirable who  was  willing  to  work  twelve  hours 
a  day  for  a  shilling  or  eighteenpence.  If  the 
Australian  workman,  toiling  eight  hours  per 
day  for  one  shilling  or  so  per  hour,  couTd  not 
produce  goods  which  would  enable  them  to  sell 
in  free  and  open  competition  with  the  cheap 
article  of  the  nigger  or  other  foreign  undesir- 
able, the  only  theory  that  the  foreign  trade 
alleged  Labonte  had  to  offer  was  that  the  Aas- 
tralian  should  take  less  wages  or  work  longer 
hours. 

That  quotation  is  taken  not  from  a  Labour 
newspaper  or  the  Age  or  the  Daily  Tele- 
graph but  frcwn  a  journal  in  which  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Newcastle  believes.  I 
ask  him  if  he  believes  in  that  conclusion 
about  the  foreign  trader. 

Mr.  Watkins. — But  it  does  not  conv«t 
the  honorable  member. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Let  the  hon(»-abIe 
member  go  back  to  his  c(»istittients  after 
the  exposure  to-night  and  see  what  they 
will  say. 

Mr.  COON'.— I  am  prepared  to  go  back 
to  my  constituents  and  to  be  returned. 
Sir   Wiluam    Lyne. — The  hon(H«ble 
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Mr.  COON.— I  have  not  the  least  doubt 
but  that  my  majority  will  be  increased  if 
I  should  have  the  hooour  of  a  visit  from 
the  honcffable  member  to  my  constituency. 

Sir  William  Lyme. — I  will  go  down  all 
right.  I  will  help  the  honorable  member 
out  as  fast  as  I  can.  After  the  exposure 
to-night  he  should  resign. 

Mr.  COON.— When  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman gets  a  seat  on  the  Treasury  bmch 
he  does  not  care  very  much  about  resign- 
ing it.  I  remember  him  stating  that  the 
Labour  party  would  get  the  backwash  of 
public  opinion  for  turning  him  out  of  office. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — ^They  will  kick  out 
the  honorable  member  and  a  few  mwe  too. 

Mr.  COON.— I  shall  now  show  that 
Protection  does  increase  emplc^ment. 

Several  honorable  members  interjecting^ 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  conversations 
that  are  taking  place  between  honorable 
members  must  cease. 

Mr.  COON. — I  propose  to  quote  sta- 
tistics with  regard  to  New  South  Wales. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — I  am  sorry  to  have 
to  take  this  step,  but  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Hume,  immediately  I  gave  a  cer- 
tain directicHi,  disre^ded  it,  and  con- 
tinued the  conversation  to  which  I  had 
objected. 

Sir  WiLLUM  Lyme. — I  did  not  hear 

M'hat  you  said,  sir. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Then  I  ask  the  hon- 
orable member  now  to  observe  that  these 
conversations,  so  highly  irregular  and  so 
disturbing  to  the  honorable  member  who 
is  speaking,  must  cease. 

Mr.  COON.— In  New  South  Wales  on 
31st  December,  1907,  there  were  4,387 
factories  and  wwks,  showing  an  increase, 
as  compared  with  1906,  of  526 ;  the  hands 
employed  were — males  60,667,  increase 
6,688 ;  females  20,527,  increase,  2,684; 
total,  87,194;  increase,  9,372.  That  shows 
that  protection  has  increased  employment 
in  New  South  Wales  as  well  as  in  otha: 
Slates.  The  late  Prime  Minister,  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Wide  Bay,  recently 
challenged  the  honorable  member  for  Mari- 
bj  rnong  to  produce  a  record  of  any  vote 
which  he  had  given  for  free  trade.  I 
produce  the  record  to  show  that  the  honor- 
able member  for  Wide  Bay  voted  for  Free 
Trade,  when  he  and  other  Labour  mem- 
bers, and  the  House  generally,  knew  that 
a  certain  class  of  machinery  was  being 
made  in  Australia.  I  refer  to  rock  drills. 
Those  who  voted  for  Free  Trade  on  that 
item  included  the  honwable  members  for 
Calare,  Kalgocx'lie,  Coolgardie,  Maranoa, 


Grey,  Darling,  and  Barrier,  all  Labour 
members.  Those  who  paired  in  favour  of 
Free  Trade  included  the  honorable  member 
for  Wide  Bay,  the  boKxrable  member  f<x 
Perth,  and  the  bmorable  member  foe  West 
Sydney,  also  Labour  members.  Ev^-  ooe 
of  them  on  that  occasion  voted  or  paired 
for  Free  Trade,  with  the  result  that  a 
number  of  men  have  been  thrown  out  of 
employment.    That  was  one  case. 

Mr.    Watkins. — ^What    was    the  vote 
takoi  <«? 

Mr.  COON. — The  question  was  "That 
the  iton  be  free,"  and  it  was  carried  on 
the  casting  vote  of  the  Chairman  of  Com- 
mittees, the  honorable  member  fix-  Ken- 
nedyi  who  Is  also  a  Labour  member.  Tbose 
honorable  members,  who  claimed  to  be  in 
favour  of  new  Protection,  shorter  hours,  > 
and  higher  wages,  were  prepared  to  tell 
the  minera  of  Bendigo,  Broken  Hill,  and 
Western  Australia  that  their  scms  could  go 
down  into  the  deep  mines  and  work  for 
their  living ;  that  they  would  allow  the  im- 
porters to  flood  the  markets,  and  throw  the 
young  men  of  those  places  out  of  employ- 
ment, and  that,  instead  of  being  engineers 
the  miners'  sons  could  be  miners  for  all 
they  cared.  On  the  night  that  division  was 
taken,  I  stated  that  not  a  ungle  miner 
had  asked  fac  the  duty  to  be  taken  off 
rock  drills,  but  the  importers  were  repre- 
sented here,  and  won  the  day.  Honorable 
members  who  were  sent  here  to  represent  I 
the  wOTkers  thought  of  the  importers  first 
and  voted  Free  Trade  on  that  iton.  I 
c«ne  now  to  the  question  of  wire  netting. 
I  had  the  hcmour  and  privily  of  reouv- 
ing  a  letter  signed  by  200  workmen  of 
Lysaght's  wire  netting  works  in  Sydney, 
thanking  me  for  the  efforts  I  bad  made  00 
their  behalf.    When  in  Sydney,  I  was  in- 
formed by  the  manager  of  that  firm  that 
not  a  single  Labour  member  h^d  ever  visited 
the  factory  or  made  inquiries.    The  duty 
was  taken  off  by  misrepresentations,  and 
not  one  of  the  Labour  members  went  to 
the  factory  or  knew  anything  about  the 
works  or  the  wages  that  were  being  paid 
there.    I  went  to  the  factory  to  obtain  in- 
formation to  refute  the  statement,  made 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Calare  and 
others,  that  the  men  in  Lysaght's  wire  net- 
ting works  were  not  being  paid  a  sufficient 
wage.    I  now  produce  the  firm's  wage  list, 
which  is  open  to  the  inspection  of  any  hon- 
orable member.     It  shows  that  at  the  time 
some  of  the  men  were  earning  los., 
and  others  jQ^  per  week.    But  what  can 
we  eipect  when  ^ 
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Yarra,  who  was  Minister  of  Trade  and 
Customs  in  the  late  Administration,  and 
who  boasts  that  he  is  the  pure  merino,  that 
he  is  the  only  champion  of  the  workers, 
and  that  he  supports  a  policy  of  shorter 
hours  and  higher  wages,  stands  up  in  this 
Chamber  as  the  champion  of  prison-made 
goods,  and  urges  that  those  men  should  be 
brought  into  competition  with  priscm  la- 
bour? That  honorable  member  expressed 
the  opinicm  that  the  men  who  were  toil- 
ing outside  should  be  thrown  out  of  wOrk 
by  this  Parliament  granting  a  bonus  to 
wire  netting  made  in  Pentridge.  The  hcm- 
orable  member  knew  at  the  time  that  these 
men  were  going  to  be  thrown  out  of  em- 
ployment, but  he  said  that  the  prisoners 
at  Pentridge  should  get  a  bonus  for  mak- 
ing wire  netting.  From  pages  12178  and 
12179  of  Hansard,  5th  June»  1908,  1  find 
that  the  h(xiorable  m»nber  said — 

I  fail  to  see  why  prison-mnde  wire  netting 
pro.Iuced  in  Australia  should  be  prevented  from 
participating  in  the  proposed  bounty. 

The  honorable  member,  as  late  head 
of  the  Custcan^  Departtaient,  while 
knowing  of  the  issue  of  a  regula- 
lation  prohibiting  the  importatiwi  of  pri- 
son-made goods,  was  prepared  to  subsidize 
prison  labour  in  order  to  allow  it  to  enter 
into  competition  with  free  labour.  Speak- 
ing on  the  same  question,  Sir  William 
Lyne  said — 

It  would  compete  with  the  industry  estab- 
lished in  New  South  Wales. 

The  honorable  member  for  Parramatta,  the 
present  Minister  of  Defence,  said— 

I  rise  chiefly  for  the  purpose  of  offering  my 
sincere  congratulations  lo  the  secretary  of  the 
Labour  party  in  this  Parliament  upon  bis 
magnificent  attempt  this  afternoon  to  sweat 
down  the  wages  of  the  wire  workers  of  Aus- 
tralia by  bringing  them  into  competition  with 
bounty-fed  prison  labour. 

The  honorable  member  for  West  Sydney, 
who  was  Attornej -General  in  the  late 
Labour  Government,  said,  on  the  same 
questi(»i — 

I  cordially  echo  the  remarks  of  the  honor* 
able  member  for  Parramatta  in  denouncing  in 
the  most  enthusiastic  way  the  attempt  of  Vic- 
toria to  compete  by  means  of  prison  labour 
with  the  free  labour  of  the  State  I  represent. 

It  was  not  the  State  of  Victoria,  but  the 
representative  of  the  workers,  from  the 
democratic  constituency  of  Yarra,  that 
sought  here  to  champion  prison-made  goods 
in  competitiwi  with  the  products  of  free 
labour.  Yet  the  honorable  gentleman  will 
shortly  be  telling  the  workers  in  my  dis- 
trict to  vote  against  me  because  I  was 

[44]—' 


against  the  WOTkers.  I  say  that,  if  I  stood 
here  as  the  champion  of  prison-made  goods, 
I  should  expect  at  the  next  election  to  reap 
my  reward,  and  I  should  get  it  outside; 
and  not  inside,  of  this  Chamber.  1  want  to 
say  that  120  men  were  thrown  out  of  em- 
ployment at  Lysaght's  wire  netting  works, 
as  a  result  of  the  remission  of  the  duty. 
When  the  honorable  member  for  Hume  in- 
troducttj  the  Tariff,  the  duty  he  got  carried 
was  the  means  of  reducing  Uie  price  of  wire 
netting  fnm  ^36  to  ^^31.  To-day  there 
is  no  Protection  in  that  industry,  and  I 
am  given  to  understand  that,  as  a  con- 
sequence, the  farmers  have  to  pay  more  for 
their  wire  netting  than  they  otherwise 
woul  d  h  ave  to  pay .  What  did  the 
Fisher  Administration  propose  to  dc 
with  respect  to  the  question  of  new 
Protection,  on  which  the  honorable 
member  for  Yarra  spoke  so  strongly  ?  New 
Protection  could  have  waited  for  the  next 
three  years,  so  far  as  they  were  ccmoemed. 
Thdr  only  desire  was  to  get  to  the  country. 
Yet  they  told  the  workers,  "You  can  only 
get  the  benefits  of  the  new  Protection  from 
us."  I  venture  to  say,  without  the  least 
fear  of  successful  contradiction,  that  the 
last  Administration  were  anxious  to  secure 
a  dissolution  and  go  to  the  country.  They 
knew  that,  if  they  did  secure  it,  there  could 
be  no  new  Protection  carried,  because  there 
oould,  in  that  event,  have  been  no  imme- 
diate amendment  of  the  Constitution.  If 
honorable  members  require  any  -gxooti  of 
that,  they  have  only  to  read  the  speech  of 
the  late  Prime  Minister  in  November  last. 
When  making  his  Ministerial  statement,  he 
told  the  House  that  there  was  no  hurry 
about  the  new  Protectitm,  because  a  Bill 
had  to  be  framed  and  passed  six  mwiths 
before  a  general  election.  Amongst  other 
things,  he  said  that  honorable  members 
were  not  desirous  of  grang  to  the  coimtry, 
and  as  he  had  no  wish  to  irritate 
them  it  was  not  his  intention  to  bring 
on  such  a  measure  at  that  time.  The 
workers  are  told  that  honorable  members 
on  this  side  are  against  the  new  Protection 
and  Factories  legislation.  We  can  thank 
the  late  proprietor  of  the  Age  newspaper, 
Mr.  David  Syme,  and  the  present  Prime 
Minister,  for  Protecti«i  in  Australia.  By 
whom  have  proposals  in  support  of  the  new 
Protecticm  been  put  forward  in  this  Cham- 
ber? Has  it  been  by  members  of  the  Labour 
party?  .  No.  The  first  to  submit  such  a 
proposal  was  Mr.  Justice  Higgins,  when 
member  for  the  now 
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have  the  hoiynir  to  represent ;  the  next  waf 
the  honorable  member  for  Maribymwig — 
neiUier  of  these  gentlemen  was  a  Labour 
member — and  the  third  was  myself.  All 
were  members  of  the  Liberal  party,  t  Had 
the  honour  of  sutmiitting  a  motion  in  this 
Chamber,  soon  after  my  return,  that,  in 
order  that  the  wtwkers  should  receive  equal 
Protection  with  the  factcwy  owners,  this 
Parltameiit  should  ask  the  various  States 
to  give  it  power  to  deal  with  the  question 
of  new  Protectiwi.  I  venture  to  say  that, 
so  long  as  the  present  Prime  Minister  is  at 
the  head  of  the  Commcnwealth  Governmotf 
the  wOTkers  will  have  to  expect  the  same 
benefits  at  his  hands  as  they  have  received 
in  the  past.  No  one  can  gainsay  the  fact 
that  there  is  no  man  in  this  House,  or  out- 
side of  it,  who  has  worked  harder  in  the 
interests  of  the  workers,  and  none  who  has 
championed  the  cause  of  Factories  legis- 
laticHi,  in  season  and  out  of  season,  more 
effectively  than  the  present  Prime  Min- 
ister, the  honorable  member  for  Ballarat. 
We  are  asked  to  believe  that  the  honor- 
able members  fox  West  Sydney,  Barrier, 
and  Kalgoorlie  are  in  favour  of  the  new 
Protecti(Hi.  In  the  States  of  New  South 
Wales  and  Victwia  there  are  7,000  wonoen 
employed  in  the  shirt-making  industry.  I 
propose  to  read  some  evidence  which  I  have 
taken  frc«n  a  report  presented  to  the  House 
of  C<Mnmons  last  year  in  crainexion  with 
this  industry.  I  shall  quote  briefly  the 
evidence  given  by  a  couple  of  emplc^s  in 
that  industry  in  the  Old  Country,  in  order 
to  compare  the  conditions  there  with  t^iose 
which  prevail  in  the  same  industry  in  Aus- 
tralia. This  is  the  evidence  given  by  one 
wcman — • 

What  trade  are  you  engaged  in? — Shirt 
maker. 

You  are  married,  I  thukk? — ^Yes. 

What  family  have  you? — Sut  diitdren. 

How  many  of  them  are  young? — ^They  are  all 
yoimt;,  the  eldest  being  fourteen. 

Wliat  is  your  husban  J's  occupation  ? — A 
labourer. 

Is  he  in  work? — He  got  into  work  about  three 
weeks  ago,  after  being  out  about  three  years. 

Has  he  been  ill  ? — No,  he  is  quite  strong. 

How  long  have  you  worked  at  shirt  making? 
— About  sixteen  years. 

May  I  ask  if  you  are  a  quick  worker  ?— 
Yes,  very  quick. 

How  much  can  you  earn  per  day  at  your 
work? — I  average  los.  per  week — from  gs.  to 
108.  per  week. 

How  many  hours  per  day  will  you  work  in 
earning  th.it? — Between  ig  and  16  hours.  I 
-Tm  sometimes  up  at  six  o'clock,  ami  I  w*ork 
till  ten  at  night. 

Mr.  Caen. 


I  will  quote  the  evidence  of  another  wit- 
ness. She  was  also  a  girl  mgaged  in  the 
shirt  trade  in  England.  She  was  examined 
as  follows  : — 

You  are  in  the  shirt  finishing?— Yes. 

Do  you  work  at  home? — Yes. 

Do  you  make  shirts  throughout,  butloa-holcs, 
and  buttons.  Is  that  the  best  class  of  shirts? — 
Yes,  for  the  best  class  we  get  8d.,  and  others 
5d.  per  dosen. 

That  is  all  done  by  hand?— Yes. 

That  is  not   work  that  could   be   douc  by 
machinery? — No.    It  is  all  done  by  hand. 

At  5d.  per  dozen,  how  much  can  you  ean  ' 
a   week  ? — You   cannot   earn    more    than  about 
5s.  or  68.  a  week,  and  then  you  have  to  ait  ug 
from  six  in  the  morning  till  twelve  o'clock  at 
night  to  earn  that. 

Here  was  a  girl  who  made  84  button- 
holes for  5(1.,  whilst  the  wages  board  in 
Victoria  has  laid  it  down  that  such  a  worka: 
must  l^e  paid  is.  9d.  The  members  of  the 
Labour  party  sny  that  thev  stand  for  the 
policy  of  new  Protection.  But  thev  do  not 
stand  for  the  old  Protection.  Thev  are 
j>repared  to  allow  shirts  made  under  the 
conditions  that  I  have  described  to  be  im- 
ported into  this  country  in  competiticxi  with 
shirts  made  by  our  own  women  and  girls 
who  are  paid  120  per  cent,  higher  wages. 
The  horiorjbic  memtier  for  Yarra  t<K^ 
credit  to  his  party  on  account  of  old-age  j 
pensions.  He  said  th^  the  old  men  am  j 
women  of  this  coimtrv  would  not  have  had 
old-age  pensions  had  it  not  been  for  the 
Labour  party. 

Sir  William  Lyne.— They  would  not, 
either. 

Mr.  COON.— What  did  the  Labour  party 
do  in  oHinexion  with  invalid  pensions?  Did 
they  propose  to  pav  them  ?  Did  they  make 
any  reference  to  the  subject?  While  the 
hotKirable  member  for  Kalgoorlie  was  sit- 
ting in  the  Ministerial  comer  last  ses»cn, 
he  chided  the  late  Administration  with  hav. 
ing  proposed  invalid  pension.s  merely  a^  1 
placard.  He  represented  that  it  was  sim- 
ply a  matter  of  make-believe.  The  Labour 
partv  were  in  ix)wer  six  months  and  crwiM 
at  anv  time,  bv  proclamation,  have  com- 
menced to  pay  invalid  iiensions.  But 
they  made  no  attempt  to  do  so. 
No  provision  was  made  for  paying  them. 
The  present  Leader  of  the  Opposition,  in 
his  Gvmpie  speech,  simplv  made  a  p.issiDf> 
reference  to  the  subject.  He  said  in  effect, 
**  I  regret  to  say  we  are  not  able  to  pav 
invalid  |)ensions  yet."  Not  one  single 
word  was  contained  in  the  Governor-Gen- 
ernl's  sfH^ech  respecting  invalid  pensions. 
If  the  Labour  party  were  in  earnest  on  the 
subject,  why  d^5lg,,th^^Q(i^|proriiioi 
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'  for  the  old  men  and-  wcmien  who  are  in- 
1-alids.  tth*i  ^ould  have  been  receiving 
these  pensions  to-dav?  It  surprises  me  to 

find  that  though  the  Labour  party  was  in 
power  for  six  mwiths  they  did  not  think 
that  this  matter  was  of  sufficient  importance 
to  receive  recognition.  At  the  same  time 
thev  had  _;^7  50,000  in  the  Treasurv  upon 
which  thev  could  opwate  at  once.  Surely 
the  first  duty  of  the  Labour  Ministrv  was 
to  have  started  the  payment  of  these  pen- 
sions by  Proclamation. 

Mr.   Page. — What  is  the  Government 
which  has  the  honorable  member's  support . 
doing  in  the  matter? 

Mr.  COOX. — I  have  not  the  honour  to 
occupv  a  seat  on  the  Ministerial  bench  at 
the  present  moment,  and  therefore  I  do  not 

know.  But  when  honorable  members  op- 
posite talk  about  old-age  pensions  1  am 

entitled  to  ask  Why  the  late  Prime  Minister 
(lid  not  take  the  resiionsibilitv  of  saying  at 
Cympie,  "  I  believe  that  invalids  should 
receive  pensions,  and  am  prepared  to 
commence  the  payment  of  them  on  the  ist 
Julv."  But  no!  He  simply  regretted 
that  his  Government  could  not  do  it.  What 
was  the  trouble  ?  Was  there  no  money 
available  ?  Was  the  ex- Prime  Minister 
afraid  of  the  difficulty  of  financing  old-age 
and  invalid  pensions?  Yet  the  honorable 
member  for  Yarra  takes  credit  to  his  party 
in  annexion  with  this  matter.  As  a  matter 
of  fact  his  party  simply  brushed  it  aside. 
Instead,  the  late  Cabinet  said,  "We  are 
?^ing  to  build  a  bush  capital."  That  was 
rh'.'ir  first  plank.  They  wanted  to  secure 
the  siipjK")rt  of  the  Free  Trade  press  in 
New  South  Wales.  On  that  question  the 
late  Government  were  solid.  The  Federal 
Capita]  was  to  be  a  Ministerial  project. 

Mr.  Watkins. — The  honorable  member 
is  against  it. 

Mr.  COOX. — So  was  the  ex-Minister  of 
Home  Affairs  before  he  l)ecame  a  member 
of  the  late  Ministry.  On  the  i.^rd  October 
he  said,  in  his  place  in  this  House,  that  the 
question  was  not  of  sufficient  impcwtance  to 
be  dealt  with,  and  moved  that  the  Bill 
under  consideration  be  read  that  dav  six 
months.  Yet  at  Gympie,  the  ex-Prime 
Minister  made  it  a  point  that  the  bush  cap- 
ital project  was  the  most  important  ques- 
tion of  the  day  which  should  be  settled  at 
the  earliest  possible  moment.  Every  one 
of  those  ex-Ministers  who  voied  against  the 
proposal  previously  \rere  prepared  to 
further  the  Yass-Canberra  project.  Why? 
For  the  purpose  of  retaining  their  seats  on 


the  Treasury  bench,  anti  obtaining  the  sup- 
port of  the  Sydney  Free  Trade  press.  If 
authority  he  required  for  that  statement.  I 
need  only  refer  to  a  newspaper,  which 
champions  the  l.alotir  part\'.  namclv  the 
Sydney  Bulletin,  which  said  that  the  Lab- 
our M  inistr  y ,  w  hen  in  power,  took  the 
shortest  cirt  that  anv  Ministry  in  the  Com- 
monwealth had  taken,  to  win  the  support 
of  the  Tory  press  of  Xew  South  Wales. 

Mr.  WAixma.— Rubbish ! 

Mr.  COON.— That  is  what  was  said  by 
the  newspaper  which  the  honorable  member 
for  Hume  describes  as  the  best  in  Aus- 
tralia ;  and  the  same  publicatMXi  expressed 
the  opinion  that  the  members  of  the  Labour 
Administration  backslided  more  quickly  on 
their  principles  than  even  Sir  Thomas 
Bent,  and  that  it  was  no  great  loss  to  tfie 
country  wh«i  they  left  office.  I  desire  now 
to  say  straight  out  that  I  am  dead  against 
immigration.  I  am  in  favour,  in  the  first 
place,  of  finding  work  for  our  own  people, 
and,  secondly,  of  spending  the  money  now 
devoted  to  immigration  in  saving  a  lai^ 
number  of  lives  which  are  now  lost  to  the 
community.  During  the  last  seven  years 
67,000  children  in  Australia  have  died 
under  the  age  of  twelve  mmiths,  and,  ac- 
cording to  Dr.  Dimbar  Hot^r,  who  was 
appointed  by  a  previous  Administratis  as 
a  representative  of  the  Commonwealth  at  a 
Conference  in  Brussels,  some  3,000  of  these 
lives  could  be  saved  every  year.  It  is 
our  duty,  instead  of  spending  ^20,000  in 
bringing  immigrants  here  under  misrepre- 
sentation, to  devote  the  money  to  saving 
those  lives,  and  also  in  ownbating  the 
scourge  of  consumption,  which,  in  the  same 
period,  has  been  responsible  for  24,000 
deaths.  It  is  estimated  that  the  presence 
of  this  disease  costs  the  C<Mmn<Miwealth 
something  like  ;^roo,ooo  per  annum ;  and 
I  am  pleased  to  say  that  the  ex-Prime  Min- 
ister has,  on  more  than  one  occasion,  re- 
ferred to  the  necessity  for  some  steps  being 
taken  in  this  connexion.  I  shall,  on  all 
occasions,  freely  vote  money,  if  the  oppor- 
tunity offers,  for  the  prevention  of  these 
great  annual  losses.  I  no\y  desire  to  draw 
attention  to  the  vote  which,  on  10th  No- 
\-ember  last,  displaced  the  Deakin  Xd- 
ministration.  No  Government  was  ever,  I 
think,  displaced  in  a  briefer  speech,  for 
the  words  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Wide  Bay  on  that  occasion  numbered  only 
ninetv-two.  No  one  knows  why  the 
Deakin  Government  were  removed — not  a 
word  on  the  point  has^ljeen  saM^by  tHe 
ex-Prime  Ministei^iiiXcia^iL:of>£(i^i@Io' 
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We  have  been  told  that  in  the  <^inion  of 
the  Labour  Government  the  Deakin  Go- 
vernment did  not  move  fast  enough;  But  I 
ask:  How  fast  did  the  Fisher  Government 
move  ? '  The  Labour  party  said  to  the 
Deakin  Government :  "  Here  are  your 
Estimates ;  do  you  propose  to  increase  the 
salaries  of  all  the  higher  officials?  If  you 
do  not  take  your  Estimates  bacE,  you  shall 
not  remain  on  the  Treasury  benches. ' '  But 
did  the  Fisher  Govemmwit  re-model  the 
Estimates?  As  a  matter  of  fact,  not  a 
single  figure  or  line  was  altered — not  a 
ringle  salary  was  reduced.  All  the  officials 
in  the  higher  ranks  were  given  increases, 
while  the  men  in  the  lower  ranks  received 
no  recoeniti<m.  And  how  did  the  Fisho^ 
Government  carry  on  the  business  of  tht 
country  ?  As  soon  as  they  got  into  recess 
they  went  from  one  end  of  Australia  to  the 
other  denouncing  the  men  who  supported 
them.  Their  first  act  was  to  conciliate 
political  leagues  in  the  various  OMistituen- 
des ;  and  we  had  the  announcement  that,  if 
the  Government  were  turned  out  of  office, 
honorable  members  would  be  sent  to  their 
masters— the  electws — at  die  earliest  pos- 
sible moment. 

Mr.  Watkins. — But  honorable  members 
did  not  go  to  the  electors  I 

Mr.  CXX)N.— That  was  not  the  fault 
of  the  Government,  and,  in  my  opim<xi, 
only  the  members  of  the  Ministry 
desired  to  appeal  to  the  country,  the  rank 
and  file  of  the  Labour  party  having  no 
desire  in  that  direction.  Then  I  am  ac- 
cused of  having  broken  my  pledges,  and 
been  called  upon  to  resign.  The  honorable 
m^nber  for  Varra  produces  a  card,  and 
says  to  me.  "Resign  now."  They  want 
my  seat.  But  let  me  tell  the  honorable 
member  foi  Yarra  that  whether  I  resign  my 
position  or  not,  the  Labour  party  cannot 
secure  my  seat.  They  had  the  chance  of 
a  lifetime  at  the  last  elections,  and  they 
"  mis-sed  the  bus."  I  was  elected  to  this 
Parliament  upcm  a  definite  pledge,  and 
a  definite  programme,  to  represent  the 
great  moss  of  workers  in  my  constituency. 
When  I  sill!"':  from  doing  niv  dutv,  when 
I  cease  to  represent  the  men  and  women 
who  sent  me  here,  I  shall  cease  to  aijoy 
their  confidence.  But  up  to  the  present 
time  I  am  quite  willing  to  place  my  re- 
cord in  this  House  against  that  of  any 
of  the  twenty-six  pledged  members  of  the 
Labour  party.  I  am  prepared  to  rely  upon 
my  record  in  Hansard,  and  I  venture  to 
say  that  there  is  not  one  man  in  the  Labour 


party  who  has  done  m(n%  for  the  wotIdcts 
than  I  hav&  I  do  not  stand  here  as  the 
representative  of  the  foreign  trader  or  of 
sweated  labour  or  of  priscm-made  goods. 
I  am  here  to  advocate  equal  opportunities 
for  every  man  and  woman  in  the  com- 
munity. I  believe  that  the  policy  which 
the  Prime  Minister  has  placed  before  us 
will  receive  the  indorsement  of  the  people 
of  Australia.  When  honorable  members 
opposite  are  prepared  to  occupy  eight  <w 
nine  hours  in  delivering  speeches  for  the 
purpose  of  blocking  progressive  legislation, 
I  would  ask  them  whether  their  action  is 
calculated  to  provide  employment  for  the 
workless  amongst  us.  Not  a  bit  of  it. 
Their  only  concern  is  to  raise  a  bogy  by 
declaring,  "  Look  what  the  supporters  of 
the  present  Ministry  have  done  to  us.  The>' 
have  turned  us  out  of  ofiice."  Why  do 
they  not  accept  their  defeat  like  men  ?  Why 
did  the>-  go  to  the  CoUingwood  Town 
Hall,  and  exclaim,  *'  Look  at  your  repre- 
sentative who  has  broken  his  pledges.  We 
did  not  expect  to  gain  office?"  But  they 
got  there,  and  it  took  a  team  of  bullocks 
to  drag  tiiem  from  the  Treasury  bendi. 

Mr.  Frazer. — The  honorable  member's 
action  marks  the  end  of  his  political 
career. 

Mr.  COON.— It  will  take  fifty  men  like 
the  honorable  member  to  terminate  my  poli- 
tical career.  What  did  the  Labour  party 
do  in  CoUingwood  at  the  last  election? 
They  had  a  supper  prepared,  and  engaged 
a  brass  band  to  plav  "  See  tiie  owiquering 
hero  comes,"  for  **  Fighting  Bob."  But 
when  the  poll  was  announced,  **  Fighting 
Boh  "  was  found  to  be  500  votes  behind 
me.  That  gentleman  then  said:  "Well, 
if  I  carmot  beat  you  at  the  polls  I  am  pre- 
pared to  fight  you.  Will  you  take  your 
coat  off?"  When  he  could  not  defeat  me 
at  the  polls  he  challenged  me  to  fight. 

Mr.  Hall. — What  did  the  honorable 
member  do? 

Mr.  COON.— I  kept  out  of  his  way. 
Later  on,  what  did  Mr.  Solly  sav  upon 
the  public  platform?  He  said: '"This 
is  a  mere  bagatelle  so  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned. It  is  a  matter  of  indifference  to 
me  that  I  have  been  defeated."  But  he 
added :  "I  am  in  a  position  to  keep  m\- 
wife,  and  that  is  more  than  the  successful 
candidate  can  do."  When  Mr.  Solly  could 
not  get  e\-en  in  any  other  way  he  uttered 
that  cowardly  indnuation.  Those  honor- 
able members  who  talk  so  much  about  re- 
presenting  labou^g^^g^lQfuggt^  them- 
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selves.  I  have  no  apology  to  offer  for  my 
votes,  I  aiTj  proud  of  them.  I  said  on  4th 
December  last  that  I  was  opposed  to  fiscal 
atheists,  and  the  Labour  party  Free  Traders, 
and  I  have  since  said  that  I  am  opposed 
to  any  party  that  is  not  prepared  to  find 
work  for  our  workless.  I  was  opposed  to 
the  representatives  in  the  late  Administra- 
tion who  were  foreign  traders,  and  who  had 
not  the  courage  to  proclaim  the  Invalid 
sections  of  the  Old-age  Pensions  Act 
at  the  earliest  opportimity.  I  am 
opposed  to  those  honorable  members  who 
do  not  think  that  the  invalids  o«f  Australia 
should  receive  some  recognition.  When 
the  members  of  the  Labour  party  were 
prepared  to  sink  their  principles  for  the 
sal»  of  gaining  office,  I,  as  a  true  Demo- 
crat, and  representing  the  workers,  ceased 
to  su[^>ort  them  any  longer. 

Mr.  CARR  (Macquarie)  [10.34].— I  do 
not  intend  to  allow  such  an  epoch  in  the 
history  of  this  Parliament  as  the  fusing 
of  two  old  parties  to  pass  without 
(Bering  a  oommoit  or  two.  I  shall,  how- 
ever, oideavour  to  avoid  the  Billingsgate 
in  which  some  honorable  members  have  in- 
dulged, although  I  admit  that  each  speaker 
has  been  provoked  to  say  things  of  a  re- 
criminatory nature — a  circumstance  that  is 
quite  understandable.  With  regard  to  the 
fusion  of  political  parties  which  has  taken 
place  in  this  Parliament,  I  have  nothing 
to  say  against  those  honorable  members  who 
thought  it  was  necessary  for  them  to  sink 
thdr  party  pledges  for  the  good  of  the 
country.  Doubtless  that  was  the  view  enter- 
tained by  most  of  them;  if  not,  their 
actioi  is  open  to  other  imputations. 
My  contention  is  that  when  a  party  con- 
siders it  necessary,  as  a  party,  to  sink  its 
principles — when  it  thinks  it  desirable  to 
coalesce  with  another  party — it  should  at 
least  seek  the  sanction  of  the  people  for 
what  it  proposes  to  do.  If  its  members 
do  not  seek  that  sanction,  they  are  open  to 
the  imputation  of  being  self-seekers,  or  of 
having  taken  action  merely  to  serve  tbor 
own  purpose.  I  make  no  such  imputaticm 
against  the  Governmeht  and  their  sup- 
porters, but  I  say  that  they  are  open  to 
such  a  charge.  My  conception  of  Demo- 
cracy is  that  when  a  representative  of  the 
people  thinks  fit  to  sink  his  principles  it  is 
only  fair  to  Democracy  that  he  should  go 
before  the  people,  and  ask  their  sanction 
for  what  he  has  d(Hie.  In  this  c<Hmexicn 
the  Government  and  their  supporters  should 
think  well  of  the  writer  who  has  said  that 


consistency  is  the  doctrine  of  fools. 
Thev  should  inscribe  that  dictum  on  their 
banners,  and  it  ought  certainly  to  give  them 
some  cwisdation.  I  have  heard  it  whis- 
pered that  honorable  members  opposite  do 
not  care  to  go  to  the  country  at  the  pre- 
sent juncture,  because  they  consider  that 
the  people  are  not  in  a  fit  frame  of  mind 
to  receive  an  appeal  from  them.  Possibly 
that  view  is  entertained  by  seme  hcHiorable 
members  opposite.  If  it  is,  they  evidently 
assume  that  something  has  occurred  to 
stimulate  actimi  on  the  part  of  the  people 
in  a  direction  which  would  prove  disadvan- 
tageous to  the  fusion.  If  diat  be  so,  they 
are  not  ignoring  the  fickleness  of  pi^lic 
opinion — assuming  that  it  exists — they  are 
simply  putting  off  the  evil  day,  hoping,  no 
doubt,  that  when,  in  the  ordinary  course  of 
events,  they  have  to  go  to  the  country 
public  opinion  regarding  the  fusion  will 
have  changed.  We  have  been  cEar'ged 
with  only  pretending  to  desiie  to  go  to  the 
people.  Personally,  I  should  be  delighted 
to  do  so,  because,  if  the  policy  on  which 
I  was  elected  is  not  to  be  carried  into  effect 
by  this  Parliament,  I  have  no  denre  to  be 
a  member  of  it.  Our  allegiance  to  the  late 
Deakin  Government  has  been  described  as 
similar  to  that  of  the  Liberal  party  to  the 
present  Ministry.  There  is,  however,  a 
very  material  difference  between  a  fusion 
and  an  alliance,  such  as  ours  was.  As  I 
understand  the  fusion,  it  means  the  innking 
of  the  individual  opinions  of  both  parties 
and  a  blmding  o£  them  into  the  form  of  a 
axnpronise,  such  as  we  are  supposed  to 
have  in  the  manifesto  issued  by  the  Ministry. 
That  was  not  the  attitude  that  we  adopted 
in  regard  to  the  Deakin  Administration. 
We  simply  allied  ourselves  with  them,  <m 
the  distinct  understanding  that,  whilst  their 
course  of  action  met  with  our  approval  they 
should  have  our  support,  and  that  as  soon 
as  it  ceased  to  do  so,  our  support  would  be 
withdrawn.  No  such  arrangement  has 
been  made  by  honorable  members  opposite. 
They  were  divided,  not  only  on  the  fiscal 
question,  but  on  matters  of  even  greater 
importance.  It  has  been  said  to-nigfit  by 
several  honorable  members  that  the  divisitm 
of  opinion  existing  among  the  two  parries 
to  the  Coalition  with  regard  to  the  fiscal 
question  is  no  more  to  be  condemned  than 
is  ours.  There  is,  however,  a  distinct 
difference  between  the  position  of  the 
Labour  party  and  that  of  hwiorable  mem- 
bers opposite.  The  h<xiorable  member  for 
East  Sydney  sought  to  sl^^^^|^e  wap 


1200 


Maim  of      [REPRESENTATIVES.]    WaiU  of  Comfidence. 


very  little  diEFerence  between  the  treatment 
of  the  fiscal  question  by  the  present  fusion 
and  the  attitude  of  the  Labour  party  in  re- 
gard to  it.    As  a  matter  of  fact,  however, 
the  members  of  our  party  have  not  agreed 
to  sink  the  fiscal  isaue;  we  have  simply 
agreed  that  the  members  of  the  party  shall 
be  free  to  vote  as  they  please  in  regard 
to  it.     The  b(»iorable  member  for  Swan 
asked  to-night  why  we  did  not  include  the 
fiscal  questicxi  in  our  platform.     We  have 
not  done  so  for  the  obvious  reason  that  we 
are  not  agreed  upon  it.      We  include  in 
our  platform  only  those  planks  on  which 
we  are  in  absolute  agreement.     We  have 
agreed  to  differ  on  the  fiscal  question,  but 
the  fusion  have  agreed  to  unk  it,  and,  in 
so  far  as  they  have  undertaken  to  do  so, 
they  have  proved  unfaithful  to  the  trust 
reposed  in  them  by  the  people.  Although 
most  honorable  members  opposite  may  con- 
sider that  they  were  justified,  in  tl^  best 
interests  of  Australia,    in    sinking  their 
[Hinciples,   I  repeat  that,  having  deter- 
mined to  do  so,  they  should  have  gone  to 
the  public,  thetr  masters,  and  have  sought 
their  indorsement.    To  refrain  from  doing 
so  at  the   present   juncture,   lest  public 
opinion  should  be  against  them,  is  w<H:ae 
than  cowardly.    They  fear  the  fickleness 
of  public  opinion,  yet  do  not  hestitate  to 
endeavour  to  take  advantage  of  it,  believ- 
ing that  public  opinion  in  regard  to  their 
action  will  have  changed,  and  that  they 
will  come  off  better  at  the  polls  later  cm. 
Some  of  those  participating  in  the  fusion 
have  declared  that  it  was  brought  about 
because  our  party  declined  to  refrain  from 
op]K>sing  the  Deakin   party  at  the  next 
general  election.     It  has  been  said  again 
and  again  by  members  of  our  party — and 
it  cannot  be  repeated  too  often— that  we 
have  no  power  to  OKitrol  outside  organiza- 
tions in  the  selection  of  candidates  for  Par- 
liament.    We  have  no  more  power  over 
them  in  that  respect  than  they  have  over 
us.     Our  agreement  with  them  is  in  black 
and  white,  and  is  drawn  up  before  we  enter 
this  House.     Before  a  Labour  candidate 
goes  before  the  public  he  has  indorsed  his 
'  party's  policy,  and  knows  exactly  where  be 
is.    There  is  no  occasion  to  call  in  any  one 
to  advise  us.    Our  party  is  iH>t  conducted 
on  such  loose  lines.     The  people  are  in  a 
much  l>etter  position  w^en  they  are  repre- 
sented by  a  party  the  members  of  which 
are  bound  to  a  definite  platform,  which  is 
submitted  in  black  and  white  to  the  elec- 
tois,  than  tlie\-  are  when  they  are  repre- 
sriittrd  by  men  who  are  not  so  pledged. 
Mr.  Can. 


Having  pledged  ourselves  to  a  definite  plat- 
form, we   are  free   from  our  so-called 
masters.     When  that  platform  is  altered 
we  partidpate   in  the  work  of  amend- 
ing it,  and   if    we  do  not  indorse  the 
alteration  we  have  no  right  to  submit  our- 
selves as  candidates  supporting  the  polkr 
of  the  Labour  party.     It  will   flius  bfe 
clearly  seen  that  we  are  not  controlled  by 
outside  influences,  and  that  there  is  not  the 
slightest  necessity  for  such  control.     It  is 
purelv  optional  for  honorable  members  of 
the    Labour    party    to    consider    or  to 
refuse    to  *  consider,    any    outside  mfin- 
ence  that  may  be  brought  to  bear  apon 
them.      I  do  not  know  of  any  outside 
influence  being  exercised   upon   us,  and 
I  should  decline  to   be   so  influenced. 
It  would  be  a  distinct  interference  with  Die 
liberty  of  the  subject  if  any  combination  in 
Parliament  dictated  to  any  ccxntnnation  oat- 
side  as  to  the  candidates  to  be  run  at  an 
election.    Any  half-dozen  citizens  may  run 
a  candidate.    If  they  make  a  foolish  choice, 
the  general  public  will  put  them  right.  If 
the  honorable  member  for  Ballarat  has  not, 
in  the  view  of  the  public,  merited  blame, 
he  will  be  kept  in  public  life,  even  though 
a  secti<xi  may  run  a  candidate  against  him. 
It  is  a  very 'weak  argunient  in  support  of 
the  fusi<xi  to  say  that  the  Labour  party  in- 
tends to  oppose  the  liberal  party  at  the 
elections.    If  the  Liberals  are  the  stroc^ 
men    they    are    supposed    to    be,  they 
need  not  fear  oppositim.    In  any  case, 
they  should  take  the  stand  that  they  advo- 
cate a  certain  policy,  and  will,  if  kept  in 
Parliament,    carry   it   out,    taking  theh 
chances  of  opposition  at  the  elections.  If 
the  public  do  not  want  my  policy,  I  do 
not  want  to  represent  them  in  Parliarnent 
TTiat  is  my  attitude.    No  fusion  would 
have  any  attracticm  for  me  under  a  threat 
of  opposition.    As  to  the  organization  of 
the  Labour  party,  I  cl^m  that  it  is  "  broad 
based  upon  the  people's  will."     It  is  more 
broadly  based  than  that  of  any  other  party 
in  politics.    The  rank  and  file  of  the  com- 
munity, those   whOTti   the   conditions  of 
society  affect  more  vitally  than  any  other 
class,  the  men  without  inheritance,  have 
drafted  our  policy  in  their  own  interests, 
and  therefore  in  the  interests  of  the  nation. 
The  programme  of  the  Labour  party  is  the 
programme  of  those  who  are  the  backbone 
of  the  nation.    Others  may  join  with  us, 
but  it  is  the  people  at  large  whom  we  re- 
present.   Our  organization  properly  claiiia 
the  attention  and  merits^  the^siipport  be- 
stowed on  it.  Dfil^^ 
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of  Demoaacy  i«  its  grea  filature.  It  cor- 
rects i£6  own  errors,  and  provides  the  oaly 
effective  way  of  securing  Bociety  against 
cla£S  domination  of  any  sort.  No  matter 
what  ceotion  may  <fraft  a  policy,  that 
policy  cannot  stand  without  the  indorse- 
ment of  the  whole  communit}-.  For  honor- 
able members  opposite  to  talk  about  sec- 
ticHial  influence  and  class  domination  is 
ridiculous.  We  cannot  dominate  without 
the  sanction  of  the  public.  Parliament 
drafts  policies,  but  the  public  must  indorse 
them.  The  members  of  the  Labour  party 
are  the  servants  of  the  public,  and  subject 
to  the  will  of  the  pe(q)le  to  the  same  ex- 
teat  as  other  members.  I  have  a  word  or 
two  to  say  upon  the  prograoune  which  the 
Government  has  placed  before  the  House. 
New  Pjotection  is  not  to  receive  the  liberal 
treatment  at  the  hands  of  Ministers  which 
it  vmuld  have  reoeived  from  the  Fisher 
Goverrm;eat.  For  one  thing,  it  is  not  pro- 
posed to  consider  the  consumer.  There  is 
no  mention  of  him.  All  that  is  proposed 
is  to  take  cognizance  of  the  working  com- 
munity. But  as  the  workers  are  amsumers 
too,  it  is  essential,  in  any  scheme  of  new 
Protection,  to  protect  the  consumer  as  well 
as  to  protect  the  worker,  and  the  employer. 
No  d^nite  measures  are  promised.  In 
fact,  the  Government  seems  disposed  to 
transfer  its  obligaticHis  and  trust  to  a  Board 
which  will  be  beyond  the  control  of  Par- 
liament. I  an-j  prepared  to  admit  that  it 
-would  be  advisable  to  place  those  control- 
ling a  nationalized  industry  outside  the  pale 
of  immediate  politics.  But  when,  not  the 
ttinning  of  a  special  industry  but  the  super- 
vising of  all  industries,  in  other  words  the 
seeing'  that  all  play  fair,  is  the  matter  in 
hand,  the  Government  cannot  afford  to  trans- 
fer its  obligations.  The  Parliam^it 
directly  representing  the  people  should  be 
the  supreme  factor  in  seeing  that  the  affairs 
of  the  commercial  and  industrial  world  are 
conducted  as  they  should  be.  We  cannot 
afford  to  intrust  the  interests  of  the  com- 
munity to  a  Board  vested  with  supreme 
powers.  I  am  a  keen  believer  in  the  new 
Protection.  Were  I  otherwise,  I  should  be 
unworthy  of  my  position.  I  agree  with  an 
ol  d  w  riter  who  calls  that  nation  the 
wealthiest  which  nourishes  the  greatest 
number  of  human  beings.  No  doubt  hon- 
orable members  opposite  are  as  desirous  as 
1  am  of  the  welfare  of  the  community, 
hut  we  differ  as  to  the  wav  in  which  it  can 
best  be  attained.  The  fact  that  some  of 
our  politicians  have  a  long  past  has  given 


rise  to  n»any  of  the  speeches  which  w©  have 
heard  during  the  debate.  It  has  made  me 
pleased  that  my  political  past  is  short,  but 
I  hope  that  when  it  comes  to  be  as  long  as 
theirs,  it  will  not  afford  food  for  sudk 
discussion  and  recrimination.  Political 
parties  in  this  House  differ  largely 
as  to  methods.  The  Labour  party  is 
of  opinion  that  in  the  interests  of  the 
individual,  and  so  that  the  greatest  num- 
ber of  human  beings  mav  be  benefited  and 
properly  nourished,  monopolies  should  he 
nationalized.  The  right  honorable  member 
for  East  Sydney,  on  the  other  hand,  thinks 
that  we  should  devote  all  our  energy  to 
encouraging  and  stimulating  individualism. 
We  agree  that  until  the  individualism  be- 
comes oppressive,  it  is  well  to  let  it  aliwe. 
But  ooce  it  does  become  oppressiya,  we 
hold  that  we  must  natioqalize.  Do  I  un- 
derstand that  the  Ooveroment  are  now 
agreeable  to  an  adjournment  of  the  d^te? 

Mr,  Joseph  Cook.— Yes;  I  said  at  the 
outset  that  the  honorable  member  could 
haiie  an  adjournment  at  11  o'cIocIe. 

air.  CAB.R.— I  ask  leave  to  continue 
my  speech  to-morcofv. 

Leave  granted;  debate  adiounied. 

HoBM  edjoamed  at  10.56  p.m. 


SJousc  of  iJepressfntatibes. 

7'kursday,  15  July,  rgop. 


MiT.  EpEAKJEK  took  the  chair  at  2.30 
p.m.,  and  read  prayers. 

QUESTION  OF  PRIVILEGE. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  rise  an  the  int^ests 

of  good  (wder  and  derancy.  I  understand 
that  at  the  oommencemmt  o£  yesterday's 
sitting,  when  I  was  absent  from  the  cham- 
ber, an  hcciorable  member  to<^  occasion  to 
use  his  position  

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Is  the  honorable 
membej  adcir^g  a  question  ? 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  merely  desire  to 
state  that  I  have  been  perscuially  insulted 
by  the  actum  of  a  member  of  this  House. 
I  consider  the  course  wludi  he  took  yes- 
terday an  insult  to  me,  to  the  House,  and 
to  yoa,  sir,  as  Speakw. 

Us.  CaoucH. — The  honoraUe  member 
insulted  us  by  speaking,  for  two  whole 
days.  Digiii^ed  by  GOOg  le 
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Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  am  glad  that  1 

was  not  present  when  the  incident  to  which 
1  refer  occurred.  Had  I  been  here,  I 
might  have  come  in  contact  with  the  jaw  of 
an  ass.  But  without  wishing  to  return  in- 
tuit for  injury,  I  merely  say  that  I  look 
iipm  you,  ^r,  as  the  custodian  of  our 
privileges,  and  expect  you  to  take  such  ac- 
tion as  will  deter  hontmble  members  from 
dung  what  may  create  breaches  of  order 
in  the  future.  Am  I  to  understand  that 
vou  intend  to  do  nothing  in  the  matter  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  do  not  know  what 
the  honorable  member  wishes  me  to  da 
When  the  incident  to  which  I  think  he  re- 
fers took  place,  I  replied  to  a  question 
asked  by  the  honorable  member  for  Coran- 
gamite  that  I  did  not  think  that  he  ex- 
pected an  answer.  If  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Gwydir  will  say  what  he  wishes  me 
to  do  now,  I  shall  ctxisider  his  request. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  scarcely  thought 
that  it  would  be  neoessary  for  me  to  tell 
you,  the  custodian  of  the  privileges  of 
honorable  members,  that  an  action  such  as 
I  complain  of  should  meet  with  more  than 
the  mere  intimation  that  it  was  not  in 
order.  Something  further  is  due  to  one 
who  has  been  gratuitously  insulted  in  this 
Chamber  by  a  fellow  member.  The  mat- 
ter ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  drop.  The 
insult  which  was  offered  might  have  led 
to  a  breach  of  ordw.  For  that  reasm, 
and  to  prevent  the  repetition  of  like  inci- 
dents, it  should  be  made  known  that  you, 
sir,  will  not  allow  any  honorable  membei 
to  gratuitously  insult  another.  I  ask  for 
an  apology  from  the  honorable  member  for 
Corangamite. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Corangamite  is  present,  and  has 
heard  that  the  honorable  member  for  Gwy- 
dir has  said  that  he  considered  yester- 
day's incident  insulting.  I,  therefne,  adc 
him  to  express  legret  for  what  occurred. 

Dr.  WILSON.— When  I  rose  yesterday 
to  ask  you  a  question,  sir,  I  was  not  aware 
that  the  honorable  member  for  Gwydir  was 
not  in  his  place.  All  I  did  was  to  ask  you 
whether  I  might  do  a  certain  thing.  You 
informed  me  that  it  would  be  out  of  order 
to  do  it,  and  there  the  incident  closed. 
The  whole  thing  was  intended  by  me 
merely  as  a  joke. 

Mr.  HuTcmsoN. — ^A  sillv  joke. 

Mr.  Crouch. — It  was  a  very  proper  re- 
buke to  the  honorable  member  for  Gwvdir. 

Dr.  WILSON.— I  did  not  think  that 
my  questioi  would  Burt  the  feelings  oi  the 


honorable  member  for  Gwydir,  as  titey 
seem  to  have  been  hurt.  I  am  very  sorry 
to  have  done  that.  However,  I  should 
like  to  add  that  honorable  members  oppo- 
site have  been  fighting  those  on  this  side 
with  various  weapons  

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  ask  the  honorable 
member  not  to  extend  his  ronarks. 

Dr.  WILSON.— What  I  am  about  to  sav 
is  in  explanation  of  the  incident.  The 
n-.embers  of  the  Labour  party  have  been 
fighting  those  on  this  side  with  various 
weapons,  and  have  abused,  amongst  others, 
my  friend  Mr.  Sampson.  I  thought  it 
would  not  be  out  of  place  to  use  one  of  his 
weapons  by  way  of  reply  to  their  attack. 
But  I  am  sorry  that  what  I  said  has  been 
taken  in  the  wrong  spirit. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber will  see  that  to  express  regret  that  his 
action  has  been  regarded  in  a  certain  way 
is  not  to  express  regret  for  the  action  itself, 
which  is  what  I  desire  him  to  do. 

Dr.  WILSON. — How  can  I  express  re- 
gret for  sonKthing  which  I  was  not  allowed 
to  do?  I  asked  if  I  might  do  a  certain 
thing,  and  being  told  that  I  could  not,  went 
no  further  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Yesterday  I  did  not 
take  particular  notice  of  the  honorable 
member's  action,  because  I  did  not  think 
that  any  honorable  membar  would  rq;ard  it 
as  personally  insulting.  Now  that  the 
hono-able  member  for  Gwydir  has  stated 
that  he  considers  himself  insulted,  I  ask  the 
hcmorable  member  for  Corangamite  to  ex- 
press regret,  not  at  the  manner  in  which 
his  action  has  been  regarded,  but  that  be 
gave  reason  for  the  feeling  of  the  facxK^- 
able  member  for  Gwydir. 

Dr.  WILSON.— I  am  only  too  pleased 
to  do  as  you  suggest,  sir. 

SUPPLY  (Formal). 

Postal  FACiLtriES — Fubuc  Sebvice 
Regulations. 

Question— That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now 
leave  the  chair,  and  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  Committee  of  Supply — proposed. 

Mr.  McDonald  (Kennedy)  [2.38].— I 
understand  that  this  is  grievance  day.  Al- 
though I  hare  no  special  grievance  to  bring 
forward — — 

Mr.  WiLKS.—Cannot  the  honorable 
member  manufacture  a  few? 

Mr.  McDonald. — I  gave  expression 
to  my  grievances  pretty  JuUy  a  few  days 
ago.     But  therftgiseiabymaCSiOgl&hicb'l 
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would  direct  the  attention  of  the  Post- 
master-General. 

Mr.  Deakin. — Surely  it  is  most  un- 
seemly to  set  aside  a  motion  of  want  of 
ecKifidence  to  discuss  grievances. 

Mr.  McDonald. — I  am  sorry  that  I 
have  ruffled  the  Prime  Minister ;  I  did  not 
intend  to  do  so.     The  matter  to  whidi  I 
wish  to  direct  the  attention  of  the  Post- 
master-General is  the  insufficiency  of  the 
postal  arrangements  m  the  interior.  For 
this  I  do  not  blame  the  present  Govern- 
ment more  than  its  predecessors.    The  De- 
partment of  the  Postmaster- General,  how- 
ever, has  shown  itself  disinclined  to  extend 
postal  c(Hnmunication  to  outlying  districts, 
whm  a.  service  will  not  pay  for  itself,  and 
has  beea  disctrntinuing  services  which  had 
been  in  existence  for  a  number  of  years. 
The  granting  of  postal  communicati<xi  in 
the  past  has  mnterially  assisted  the  pioneers 
to  open  up  the  country  by  keeping  them  in 
touch    with  the  world  outside.    But  the 
Department  now  takes  the  stand  that,  if 
services  are  not  profitable,  they  must  not  be 
continued,  even  though  tenders  for  them 
may  have  been  called.     I  urge  the  Minis- 
ter to  inquire  fully  into  this  matter,  with  a 
view  to  discovering  a  method  by  which 
postal   facilities  can   be  extended  more 
liberally  to  outlyui^  districts,  and  the  dis- 
continuance of  existing  services  avoided, 
If  the  practice  of  dealing  with  mail  ser- 
vices in  remote  districts  is  to  be  continued 
on  the  ground  that  many  of  those  services 
do  not  pay,  I  see  no  reason  why  the  prin- 
ciple should  not  apply  all  round.    For  in- 
stance, many  telephone  services  now  sup- 
plied do  n<^  pay,  and  on  the  same  prin- 
ciple  they  should  be  cut  off.     In  the  same 
way  I  remind  honorable  members  that  we 
lose  about  j£6o,ooo  per  annum  on  the  mail 
contract  between  here  and  Great  Britain, 
but  we  still  carry  on  that  cfflitract.    If  v.e 
desire  the  settlement  of  outlying  districts, 
we  must  supply  the  settlers  wiui  all  pos- 
sible postal  facilities.       I  have  received 
numbers  of  letters  making  complaints  in 
this  connexion,  and  have  frequently  been  in 
conflict  with  the  Department  as  a  result. 
I  admit  that  in  many  cases  the  authorities 
of  the  Department  offer  good  reasons  why 
services  asked  for  cannot  be  supplied,  but, 
while  making  that  admission,  I  believe  that 
if  the  whole  matter  were  carefully  inquired 
into,  it  would  be  found  that  it  woiUd  be 
possible  to  provide  satisfactory  mail  scr- 
vicei  for  outlying  districts  without  any  ad- 
dition to  the  present  expenditure. 


Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS  (Cook)  [2.42].— I 
wish  to  make  brief  mention  of  a  matter  of 
seme  impcntanoe. 

Mr.  Deakin. — It  is  a  most  improper  pro- 
ceeding for  honwable  members  to  carry  00 
in  this  way  when  a  moticm  of  want  of  coa- 
fidence,  moved  by  their  own  leader,  re- 
mains undecided. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— I  shall  not  detain 
honorable  members  for  long.  I  wish  to 
bring  under  the  notice,  especially  of  the 
>nnister  of  Home  Affairs,  an  alterati<xi  in- 
volved in  a  new  regulation  issued  under  (he 
Public  Service  Act.  I  refer  to  regulation 
68,  which  alters  regulation  262,  under 
which  the  Chief  Officer  may  impose  a  fine 
up  to  without  reference  to  the  peima- 
noit  head.  Under  the  nefw  rule  the  Chie# 
Officer  might  impose  a  fine  up  to  /',io  with- 
out reference  to  the  permanent  head,  and 
without  the  right  of  appeal.  As  one  who 
has  had  considerable  experience  of  organi- 
zations of  State  servants  and  thar  difficul- 
ties, I  consider  that  to  give  the  Chief  Officer 
the  right  to  fine  up  to  j£io  without  refer- 
ence to  the  permanoit  head,  and  without  a 
right  of  appeal,  is  a  retrograde  step.  Our 
public  servants  should  at  least  be  treated  as 
fairly  as  the  meanest  criminal  in  the  com- 
munity. A  criminal  who  is  fined  has  a 
right  of  appeal,  but  under  the  new  rule  to 
which  I  am  directing  attention,  a  public  ser- 
vant may  be  fined  up  to  a  maximum  of  .^10 
v.-ithdut  any  right  of  appeal.  I  do  not  com- 
plain so  much  of  the  increase  in  the  maxi- 
mum amount  up  to  which  an  officer  can  be 
fined,  as  to  the  refusal  to  permit  the  right 
of  appeal.  The  result  of  numbers  of  ap- 
peals which  have  already  been  heard  affords 
nnr  ple  justificatim  for  continuing  the  right. 
I  ask  the  Minister  to  take  the  matter  :i?to 
his  :uost  serious  consideration. 

Mr.  FISHER  (Wide  Bay)  r2.44l-— Ob- 
viously, when  a  motion  of  want  of  awifi- 
dence  remains  undecided,  it  is  inadvisable 
to  interrogate  Ministers,  ifi  view  of  the  fact 
that  thev  cannot  answer  questions  put  to 
them.  I  therefore  suggest  to  my  honorable 
friends  on  this  side  that  until  the  moti(Hi 
of  want  of  confidence  has  been  disposed 
of,  they  should  not  further  ^rboeed  with 
the  vfflitilation  of  grievances. 
Question  resolved  in  the  negative. 

MOTION  OF  WANT  OF 
CONFIDENCE. 
Debate  resumed  frcwn   14th  July  (vide 
page  1201),  on  motion  by  Mr.  Fisher — 

Th.it  the   Government  4o^)(h^  jl^ssess  tlie 
confidence  of  this  House.  O 
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Mr.  CARR  (Macquarie)  Lz.45].— Last 
evening,  I  endeav<nired  to  point  out  what  I 
ccmsider  the  differences  which  separate  the 
Labour  party  from  the  present  Govern- 
ment and  their  suppcvters.  I  diowed  that 
there  was  a  difference  in  the  m^hod  of 
formulating  our  policies.  I  pointed  out 
that  the  poUc>'  of  the  Labour  party  was 
formul:ited  b>  a.  section  of  the  general  pub- 
lic, and  indorsed  by  a  majority  of  them 
before  we  came  into  this  House,  and 
that»  on  the  other  hand,  the  policy 
of  the  present  Go\-ernnient  represents  a 
merging  of  iK>iicies  which  varied  when 
submittal  1  to  tlie  general  public;  and 
that  the  various  issues  upon  which  the  elec- 
tions were  fou|^t  hworable  members 
comprising  the  present  Gwemmeiit  party 
haw  been  lost  in  ti»e  cloud  of  fusirai.  I 
also  -showed  tliat  tliere  was  a  difference  !«- 
tween  the  cliaracter  of  the  alliance  which 
exisEed  Ijeiween  tlie  Lalwur  part)  and  the 
previou.s  Deakin  party,  and  tliat  which 
exLits  between  the  parties  comprising  the 
present  Government  party.  Our  alliance 
with  the  previous  Deakin  party  was  merely 
an  understanding  or  sufferance.  The  pre- 
sent Ministerial  party  represents  a  merg- 
ing of  political  views,  with  some  fresh 
points  of  policy  due  to  compromises.  1 
showed  that  we  differed  in  our  treatment 
of  the  hscal  question.  On  the  other  side, 
iht  question  is  sunk ;  on  this  side  it  is  not 
stuik,  we  merely  agree  to  differ  upon  it.  I 
might  add  to  what  I  said  last  night  on  the 
subject  of  Protection,  that,  while  we  have 
agreed  to  remain  divided  upon  it,  I  believe 
that,  before  long,  there  will  be  a  Proter- 
tknist  plank  included  in  our  platform, 
based  upon  the  new  Protection  principle. 
I  think  that  at  present  we  are  unanimously 
in  favour  of  the  new  Protection. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts.— It  is  now  a  part  of 
our  policy. 

Mr.  CARR.  —  I  am  speaking  of  the 
fighting  platform,  which  is  the  only  plat- 
form I  recognise  in  this  House,  and  which, 
as  a  candifl-ite  for  elcctiwi,  I  submitted  to 
thf  ljublic.  I  wisfi  to  emphasise  the 
statement  I  make  in  this  OMinexion,  be- 
cause the  adoption  of  a  Protectionist  plank 
based  on  the  principle  of  new  Protection, 
will,  I  think,  relieve  the  members  of  the 
Labour  partv  from  certain  reflections  cast 
upon  them  hitherto  by  those  who  are  keen 
cm  the  fiscal  question.  Our  objection  all 
along  to  the  adoption  of  the  principle  of 
^^otection  has  been  due  to  the  fact  that 
nuld  not  approve  of  a  principle,  the 


application  of  which  really  licmsed  certain 
pers(xis  to  explcnt  the  rest  of  the  oom- 
mimity.  If  we  can  prevent  that  effect  at 
Protection,  I  believe  we  shall  all  be  i»e- 
pared  to  accept  a  Protectknist  pc^c^i. 
baseil  on  the  principle  of  the  new  Protec- 
tion. I  hope  to  see  it  a  part  of  the  La- 
bour policy  in  the  next  Parliament.  On 
the  subject  of  the  land  question,  I  said 
that  it  was  the  most  important  matter  on 
which  we  differ  from  the  present  Govern- 
ment. The  honorable  member  for  East 
Sydney  last  n^ht  came  some  of  the  way 
with  us.  inasmuch  as  he  admitted  that 
the  expedients  at  present  being  adopted 
m  Xew  South  Wales  to  se 
cure  closer  settlement  are  ineffective. 
But  the  right  honorable  member  did  not 
offer  anything  more  effective.  His  solu- 
tion seems  to  lie  that  we  as  a  Government, 
or  the  States  a  s  separate  Governments, 
should  declare  that  large  estates  are  against 
public  poliry.  But  the  right  hwiorable 
member  knows  better  than  any  one  that  it  i> 
of  very  little  use  making  such  a  ileclaration 
unless  there  is  some  penalty  attached  to  com- 
pel observation ;  and  I  do  not  know  that 
he  suggested  any  penalty.  He  did  sa> 
something  about  fixing  present-day  values 
and  forbidding  the  payment  of  any  increase 
by  the  State.  That  is  only  part  of  a  pro- 
ixjsition  that  has  been  out  forward  for  sc»ne 
time  by  economic  thinkers,  and  one  the 
whole  of  which  I  indorse.  It  is  simpU 
that  all  speailative  values  shall  cease,  and 
the  present-day  values  be  registeretl  as  those- 
in  which  traffic  in  the  land  may  be  con- 
ducted, any  increased  income  from  values 
going  to  the  State.  That  is  an  admiraW" 
idea,  which  I  should  like  to  see  adopted 
by  the  CfMnmonwealth. 

Mr.  Livingston.— What  alout  land 
which  has  been  impro^-ed  by  clearing  <x 
draining  ? 

Mr.  C.\RR. — The  unimproved  value  is 
the  economic  value  which  the  people  col- 
lectively give  to  the  land :  and  if  the  hon- 
orable member  had  looked  up  his  pc^itical 
ec(xiomy,  he  would  not  have  asked  the 
(juestion.  While  I  admit  that  land  values 
are  a  mark  for  taxation  under  any  circum- 
stances. I  do  not  indorse  the  taxing  of 
land  out  of  value;  though  I  do  indorse  the 
proposition  that  present-day  values  should 
remain  as  the  trafficable  value,  all  annual 
rentals  derivable  from  the  increased  unim- 
proved  value  going  to  the  State.  But  wr 
are  faced  with  a  greatec^roblCTi.  Cia- 
needs  in  regaid  t^gt^  ^land^^^K^  must 
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be  measured  by  the  danger  we  are  in ;  and 
I  consider  that,  as  a  nation,  we  are  in  grave 
danger.     Our  possessiwi  of  Australia  is 
only  tentative— that  is  to  say,  when  those 
Kur<q)ean  and  Eastern  volcanoes,  which  are 
now  smoking,  shall  break  out,  such  will 
bf-  the  OMnpIication  cf  international  affairs 
that  the  right  of  the  present  Australian 
I»eople  to  rule  this  continent  will  be  chal- 
lenged.    The  idea  that  such  a  small  per- 
centage of  the  world's  population  shall 
control  such  a  large  area  will  be  questioned, 
and  questioned  effectively,  by  those  in  a 
much  better  position  to  manage  and  defend 
this  country  against  aggression ;    and  we 
shall  be  asked  to  kindly  make  room ;  and 
will  have  no  alternative  but  to  do  so.  The 
piping  time  of  peace  is  the  time  for  us  to 
'•get  a  moi-e  on,"  and  prepare  for  the 
disaster  which  will  surely  follow  our  pre- 
sent indifferent  action ;  and  we  can  cmly 
anticipate  that  disaster  by  dealing  drasti- 
cally with  the  land  nuestiwi.     This  view 
of  the  matter  impelled  me  the  other  night 
to  ?ay  I  was  prepared  to  impose  a  tax  as 
high  as  IS.  in  the  j£i  on  large  estates.  I 
believe  that  we  shall  have  to  make  it  absc>- 
lutety  unprofitable  to  hold  land  idle  if  we 
are  to  have  the  population  and  the  defence 
we  require.    I  regard  the  land  question  as 
being  identical  with  the  immigration  and 
the  defence  question — as  one  and  the  same. 
So  grave  is  the  situation,  in  my  opinion, 
that  it  behoves  us  to  immediately  grapple 
with  the  problem  in  no  uncertain  way ; 
and  to  talk  of  leaving  the  matter  to  the 
States  is  only  tinkering  with  it.    The  States 
have  had  control  of  the  lands  ioc  fifty 
years,  and  are  now  so  diffident  about  going 
any  further,  that  there  is  no  altematiw  bnl 
for  this  House,  being  more  Democratic  than 
the  States  Houses,  to  take  the  initiative. 
With  a  Democratic  Upper  House,  such  as 
ours,  there  is  hope  for  Australia  yet.  Under 
present  circiimstances,  1  am  afraid  that  this 
House  is  not  so  constituted  as  to  leftd  us  t.i 
hope  for  the  necessary  legislati(xi  to  deal 
effectively  with  the  land  problem ;  but,  with 
an  Upper  House,  quite  as.  if  not  more 
Democratic  than  this,  there  is  a  possibilitv 
of  legislation  in  this  directiwi  being  passed 
in  time;    and  I  hope  that  after  the  next 
general  election  there  will  be  no  doubt  alx>iit 
the  matter.    We  require  population  badly  ; 
and  we  can  only  get  it  by  dealing  effectively 
with  our  land  ;  and  we  can  only  doa]  effec- 
riwlv  with  our  land  bv  making  it  unpro- 
fitable to  kwp  good  arable  land  o*!t  of  u.se, 
as   it   is  being   held   out   of  ase  uov 


to    an    enormous    extent.       To  l-ack 
up  my   argument,    I  have  some  figures 
here  taken  from  the  statistical  publications 
of  \ew  South  Wales  j  and  I  deal  with  that 
State  as  1  am  more  familiar  with  it  than  I 
am  with  the  other  States.    In  New  South 
Wales,  729  people  own  2^,000,000  acres, 
or  just  half  of  the  alienated  land,  and 
6,000  people  own  15,000,000  acres.  These 
two  classes  own  6,700  holdings,  totalling 
37,000,000  acres,  or  over  three-quarters  of 
the  total  alienated  land ;  while  the  rest  of 
the    farmers    and    pastoralists,  seventy- 
two  thousand  in  number,  own  11,750,000 
acres.      Thus    is    closer  settlement  re- 
tarded  in   New   South   Wales,   and,  not 
only   is   it   retarded   in   this   way,  but! 
a  remarkable  feature  of  the  land  pro- 
blem is  that,  both  in  that  State  and  Vic- 
toria, despite  the  boasted  efforts  to  bring 
about  closer   settlement  by  resumpticm — 
which  even  the  right  honorable  member  for 
East    Sydney    considers    gives    rise  to 
fictitious  land  values,  too  high  for  the  or- 
dinary person — we  find  that  the  aggrega- 
ti<m  of  large  estates  has  gone  on  to  an 
enormous  extenr.    According  to  the  figures 
furnished    in    the    Commortwealth  Year- 
book, published  by  Mr.  Knibbs,  the  estates 
in  New  South  Wales  ranging  from  7,000 
acres  to  10,000  acres  numbered  323  in 
1901,  and  237  in  1907,  showing  an  in- 
crease   of    14 ;    estates    from  10,000 
acres  to  15,000  acres  numbered  213  in 
1901,  and  218  in  1907 ;  estates  of  20,000 
acres  to  30,000  acres  numbered   139  in 
1901,  and  156  in  1907;  estates  of  30,000 
acres    to    40 , 000    acres    numbered  63 
in  both  years ;  estates  of  40,000  acres  to 
50,000  acres  numljered  40  in  both  years  ; 
and  estates  of  40,000  acres  and  over  nimi- 
bered  149  in  both  years.    Thus  is  the  much 
boasted    closer- settlement    policy  proved 
abortive.    In  Victoria,  I  find  that,  whereas 
in  1906  there  were  617  estates  ranging 
from  2,500  acres  to  5,000  acres,  there 
were  681  in  1908;  there  were  220  estates 
ranging  from  5,000  to   10,000   acres  in 
1906,  and  231  in  T908;  and  there  were  116 
states  ranging  frcHn  10,000  acres  to  20,000 
acres  in  1906.  and  118  in  1908.  There 
can  be  no  argument,   in  my  opinion,  in 
favour  of  the  system  of  resumption  and 
closer  settlement,  as  it  is  called,  when  wc 
have  such  official  figures  as  a  result  of 
some  years  of  the  policy-.     The  situation 
l)eing  so  grave,  nothing  will  meet  it  but 
the  drastic  handling  of  the  land  questiwi. 
The  proposals  we  make-as  a  Labour  party 
are  not,  in  m^itis^MeOfO^^i^  enough ; 
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indeed,  the  right  honorable  member  far 
East  Sydney  expressed  that  opini<Mi,  but 
su^ested  nothing  strraiger;  and  what  is 
wanted    is    a    party  strong  enough  and 
willing  enough  to  do  what  is  necessary. 
I  do  not  stand  for  confiscation.    I  believe 
that  present-day  values,  so  far  as  they 
affect  estates  of  reas(Miable  size,  should  be 
allowed  to  stand  until  the  States  are  in 
a  position  to  purchase  them,  subject  to  the 
reservation  that  the  right  to  tax  shall  re- 
main, but  not  the  right  to  tax  out  the 
annual  return.     As  to  large  estates,  we 
have  reached  a  stage  in  our  natimal  his- 
tory when  we  cannot  afford  even  to  wait 
for  such  a  law  to  operate.     So  dire  is 
our  need  for  closer  settlement — so  great  is 
the  need  to  make  provision  for  an  increased 
population,  so  that  we  may  retain  posses- 
sion  of  the  continait^^that  we  cannot  afford 
to  con^der  the  interests  of  the  individual 
in  the  matter  of  the  ownership  of  big 
estates.     We  have  rather  to  consider  the 
welfare  of  the  natioi,  and  with  that  ob- 
ject in  view  must  impose  a  tax  on  large 
estates  which  will  make  their  retenticm  by 
those  who  allow  them  to  remain  in  idle- 
ness— or  who  do  not  maie  them  as  re- 
productive as  they  ought  to  be — unpro- 
fitable.    That  may  appear  a  harsh  pro- 
cedure to  adopt,  but  how  much  harsher  is 
the  condition  of  affairs  that  permits  700 
people    to    own    hal  f    of    New  South 
Wales,  and  to  keep  the  State  impoverished, 
i.o  far  as  bone  and  sinew  are  concerned? 
In  such  circumstances  we  shall  be  faced 
with  the  danger  of  annexatioi,  when  llie 
great  nations  of  the  world  are  at  eadi 
others*  throats.     We  all  hope  that  that 
day  will  never  come,  yet  feel  that  it  ulti- 
mately will.     A  good  deal  has  been  said 
as  to  the  raitreme  features  of  our  general 
platform.    I  am  free  to  admit  that  it  has 
some.     Just  as  there  are  extreme  Conser- 
vatives amongst  the  Government  and  their 
supporters,  so  we  have  extreme  Radicals  on 
this  side  of  the  House.    The  right  honor- 
able member  for  East  Sydney  wis  just  in 
his  reference  to  the  differences  between  us 
in  that  regard.    The  extreme  features  of 
our  general  platform,  however,  caiuiot  be 
brought  into  the  realm  of  practical  politics 
unless  the  people  as  a  whole  indorse  them 
and  return  us  in  sufficient  numbers  to  give 
effect  to  them.    I  see  no  possibility  of  our 
passing  extreme^  legislation,  even  if  we  were 
desirous  of  doing  so,  since  tfie  proposal 
to  impose  only  a  nominal  graduated  land  tax 
led  to  our  party  being  at  once  thrown  out 
of  office.    There  is  absolutely  no  danger 
Mr.  Can. 


fran  that  point  of  view,  but  the  fact  that 
the  ideals  of  certain  men  are  embodied  in 
our  g;eneral  platform  is  no  detriment  to  it. 
The  ideals  of  many  good  men  are  far  be- 
yond the  bounds  of  present  day  possiUlity. 
^For  instance,  many  good  Christiana,  I  un- 
derstand, hope  to  tee  a  Heaven  b^un  oa 
earth,  but  whilst  I  have  very  little  hope 
in  that  direction  I  do  not  cavil  at  those 
who  have,  and  nave  set  down  their  view 
in  black  and  white.    When  we  come  to 
our  practical  policy,  which,  in  the  inte- 
rests of  the  people,  should  be  placed  on 
the   statute-book  of  the  Commonwealth, 
we  reach  the  bed-rock  of  common  sense. 
We  advocate  a  policy  which  must  com- 
mend  itself  to  the  cMnmcm  sense  of  the 
people,  and  lead  to  our  being  returned  in 
sufficient  numbers  to  give  ^ect  to  it.  I 
am  not  here  to  boast,  but  I  hope  that, 
should  I  be  returned  at  the  next  general 
election,  I  shall  find  myself  in  this  House 
in  the  canpany  of  so  many  men  who 
think    as    I    do,    that    we    shall  be 
in     time     to     assist     in     saving  Aus- 
tralia    from    disaster.      I     should  lifce 
now  to  point  out  what,  to  my  mind,  are 
the  main  differences  between  our  policj-  and 
that  of  the  present  Government  in  regard 
to  the  question  of  defence.  To  begin  with, 
we  find  occupying  the  office  of  Minister  of 
Defence  an  honorable  gentleman,  who^ 
whatevCT  his  virtues  may  be,  holds  this  re- 
cord :  That  he  has  from  the  first  denounced 
any  attempt  to  make  Australia  self -efficient 
in  the  matter  of  defence.    He  has  through- 
out spoken  very  slightingly  of  the  efforts 
of  the  Labour  party  to  form  the  nucIetB 
of  an  Australian  Navy.    He  has  spoken  of 
such  a  navy  as  a  tinpot  one,  and  has  dealt 
sarcastically   with   our   universal  service 
proposals  twitting  us  with  the  desire  to 
save  our  own  miserable  skins,  and  to  refuse 
to  support  any  further  ccmtribution  to  the 
cost  of  the  British  Navy.     An  honorable 
member  who  looks  askance  at  proposals  to 
make  Australia  self-contained  in  the  matter 
of  defence,  is  not  fit  to  occupy  the  position 
of  Minister  of  Defence ;  he  is  not  si^ 
ciently  heart  and  soul  with  the  movement  to 
render  Australia  capable  of  defending  her- 
self, to  be  trusted  with  that  high  office. 
If  I  thought  otherwise  of  the  honorable 
member,  and  of  other  members  of  the  Go- 
vernment, I  should  not  support  this  motion. 
But  I  think  that  the  Government,  having 
regard  to  its  persottrtd,  is  not  likely  to 
endeavour  to  give  effect  to  any  of  those 
high  Australian  id^Js^n^jnlQ^^^iienti 
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which  fall  so  freely  from  the  lips  of  many 
honorable  members.  They  are  not  suf- 
ficiently at  one  with  the  national  sentiment 
of  Australia  to  be  trusted  with  its  destiny. 
The  Fisher  Goverrunent  actually  proposed 
that  the  Imperial  Naval  Conference 
should  be  held. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — What  is  that? 

Mr.  CARR. — We  find  in  the  Govemor- 
Generars  speech ,  the  following  state- 
ment : — 

My  Advisers  tomettme  ago  cabled  to  the 
British  Govemmeat  suggesting  the  advisability 
of  a  Conference  of  the  self-governing  Do- 
minions of  the  Empire  with  the  Government 
of  the  United  Kingdom  on  Uie  questicm  of 
Naval  Defence, 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — After  it  had  been 
decided  that  a  Conference  should  take  place 
in  anv  event. 

Mr"  CARR.—The  Fisher  Government 
took  the  initiati\e. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — No. 

Mr.  CARR. — If  they  were  not  the  first 
to  think  of  it— I  am  not  so  bold  as  to  say 
they  were  

Mr.  Hutchison. — They  were  the  first. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  last. 

Mr.  CARR.— Thev  were,  at  all  events, 
the  first  to  take  the  steps  necessary  to  con- 
summate, the  pn^Mjsal,  }ust  as  they  were  the 
first  to  cwummate  all  the  talk  that  had 
taken  place  in  this  Parliament  in  regard  to 
our  naval  defence.  They  were  the  first  lo 
give  concrete  form  to  the  often  expressed 
thoughts  of  such  patriots  as  the  Minister  of 
Defence.  They  felt  that  there  had  been 
quite  enough  talk  concerning  these  matters, 
and  that  it  was  high  time  that  definite  ac- 
tion was  taken.  Thev  therefore  took  action 
almost  immediately  after  coming  into  office 
to  bring  into  being  a  Naval  Conference, 
and  to  form  the  nucleus  of  an  Australian 
Navy,  by  placing  orders  for  the  construc- 
tion of  the  smaller  craft  which,  on  the 
highest  authority,  is  best  suited  to  defend 
our  shores. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Perhaps  the  honor- 
able member  does  not  know  that  the  Prime 
Minister  of  England  suggested  the  amfer- 
ence  before  the  Fisher  Government  took 
acticn. 

Mr.  CARR. — The  Fisher  Government 
was  the  first  to  give  tangible  shape  to  the 
proposal.  It  is  only  in  ccmsonance  with 
that  action  that  they  should  have  been  the 
first  to  give  tangible  shape  to  oft-repeated 
proposals  made  in  this  House  in  regard  to 
the  questicms  of  Australian  defence,  land 
settlement  and  immigration.     As  som  as 


they  took  offi<%  they  set  to  w<n-k  to  do  some- 
thing in  this  directicm,  and  it  was  appar- 
ently because  of  that  that  the  arm  of  the 
Liberal  pary  was  nerved  to  strike  a  blow 
at  them.  They  jdned  with  the  Qmservative 
party,  fearing  that  the  Labour  Goverimient, 
if  they  remained  in  office,  would  do  that 
which  other  Administrations  had  merely 
vapoured  about.  To  complete  the  farce  in 
regard  to  the  attitude  of  the  Government 
on  the  question  of  defence,  the  honorary 
Minister,  the  honorable  member  f(x  Bris- 
bane, has  been  sent  H<xne  to  voice  Aus- 
tralian sentiment  at  the  Naval-  Conference. 
I  fail  to  understand  how  the  hmorable 
memt^r  could  be  expected  to  voice  Austra- 
lian sentiment  on  essential  matters. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — He  is  a  native  of 
Australia. 

Mr.  CARR. — So  far  as  I  have  been  able 
to  ascertain,  his  sympathies  have  been 
in  antagonism  to  any  special  de- 
velopment of  Australian  defence,  and 
have)  certainly  been  antagonistic  to  that 
treasured  principle  of  all  true  Australians — 
the  White  Australia  policy.  Yet  that  hon- 
orable member  goes  Home  as  expressing 
Australian  opinion  on  these  matters.  He  does 
noj  express  Australian  opinion,  and  tl.e 
present  Government  dared  not  go  to  the 
people  before  they  sent  him  Home.  I  be- 
lieve that  at  the  next  election  they  will  be 
convinced  that  he  does  not  rejxesent  Aus- 
tralian feeling,  but  at  this  stage  I  can 
onlv  voice  mv  protest.  The  difference  be- 
tween our  administratiwi  on  defence  ques- 
tions, and  that  of  the  present  or  former 
Governments,  is  that  we  proposed  immedi- 
ately to  do  things,  while  they  have  been, 
and  are,  apparently,  quite  content  merely 
to  tilk  about  doing  things. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — Ask  the  Minister  of 
Defence  if  the  honorable  member  for  Bris- 
bane was  given  written  instructi<Mis. 

Mr.  CARR.— I  should  be  rather  pleased 
if  he  had  written  instructims,  for  it  might 
save  the  situaticm  a  little.  The  right  hon- 
orable member  for  East  Sydney  stated  that 
it  was  only  the  question  of  State  control  as 
against  individualism  which  separated  our 
party  from  other  parties,  but  that  is  by  no 
means  the  only  point  of  difference.  The 
State  control  which  we  propose  to  insti- 
tute is  only  that  which  wilj  be  rendered 
necessary  by  abuse-s ;  that  is  all  that  we 
can  hope  for,  although  the  benefits  arising 
frtMn  it  mav  lead  subsequently  to  further 
State  control  That,  however^  is  a  matter 
for  the  future.  |^,^ChJr^J)g^I3^a^JfladJt  down 
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that  we  wish  to  nationalize  monopolies, 
which  we  all  know  are  pernicious.  It  is  the 
invariable  rule  that  advantage  is  taken  of 
the  position  which  any  combination  of 
human  beings  find  themselves  in  to  exploit 
the  community.  We  are  out  to  stop  that, 
and  we  say  an  effective  way  to  stop  it  is  to 
nationalize  any  industry  which  has  reached 
riut  stage.  That,  however,  is  not  the  only 
line  of  d«narcation  between  us  and  other 
parties.  In  fact,  so  far  has  the  State  al- 
ready g«ie  in  the  direction  of  administerii^ 
and  ©Mitrollihg  industries,  even  to  the  tak- 
ing over  of  coal  mines  and  running  them  in 
the  interests  of  the  people,  that  there  are 
Kardlv  two  opinions  about  the  advisability 
of  State  interference  up  to  a  certain  point. 
Differences  of  opinion  seem  to  occur  only 
when  an  extension  of  the  principle  is  pro- 
posed. The  points  of  difference  which 
separate  us  affect  almost  every  propositi<m 
that  is  before  the  public,  and  not  the  least 
of  them  is  that  with  regard  to  the  relation- 
ship of  the  Cooimonwealth  to  the  States. 
The  speech  from  the  Throne  formulated  by 
the  Fisher  Government  announced  that — 

You  will  t>e  invited  to  consider  the  financial 
relations  of  the  Commonwealth  and  the  States, 
with  the  view  of  equitably  adjusting  them. 

The  present  Government  on  that  head 
makes  the  following  very  different  pro- 
nouncement— 

Above  all,  the  approaching  termination  of  the 
tcn-ycar  period  for  which  Constitution  pro- 
vides a  distribution  of  the  Customs  revenue 
marks  the  close  of  a  critical  era,  and  suggests 
the  pressing  importance  of  this  great  financial 
problem. 

A  temporary  arrangement  for  a  term  of  years 
to  replace  the  existing  distribution,  in  which  the 
obligations  of  the  Commonwealth  are  recog- 
nised, is  being  prepared  for  submission. 

The  future  financial  relations  between  the 
States  and  the  Commonwealth,  taken  together 
with  their  present  and  future  loan  obligations, 
are  being  carefully  considered  in  principle  and 
in  detail,  in  order  that  a  satisfactory  and  per- 
manent settlement  may  be  achieved. 

^fore  words !  Ever  since  Federation  was 
initiated.  Government  after  Government  has 
talked  in  that  wav  about  the  relationship 
between  the  States  and  the  Conmxjnwealth. 
The  State  Premiers  and  the  Comrowiwealth 
authorities  have  met  time  and  again,  and  the 
States  have  always  maintained  an  unyield- 
ing front  towards  the  Cwnmonwealth,  and 
declined  to  listen  to  reason.  Even  at  the 
eleventh  hour,  after  having  a  final  meet- 
ing during  the  term  of  the  Fisher  Govern- 
ment, thev  would  not  cc«r.e  to  reason,  and 
the  late  Prime  Minister  ultimately  said : 
"  Assuming  that  you  do  not  agree  upon 
Wf.  Carr. 


something  which  is.  acceptable  to  us,  1  « 
prepared,  seeing  that  the  power  vests  en- 
tirely in  the  Federal  Parliament  at  the  ex- 
piration of  the  ten-year  period,  to  give  you 
;£5, 000,000  a  year  for  certain,  and  ttwn, 
after  the  Commonwealth  expenditure  Las 
been  met,  to  divide  the  balance  on  a  ^ 
capita  basis."     That  ofifer  was  merely  an 
evidence  of  good-will  towards  the  States, 
and  the  poslticm  was  forced  upon  the  late 
Prime  Minister  by  the  fact  that  the  States 
could  not  be  brought  to  reason  in  regard  to 
their  financial  relaticmship  with  the  Cam- 
monwealth.     Notwithstanding  that  the  late 
Prime  Minister  Issued  that  ultimatum  to 
the  States,  and  went  out  of  his  way  to  as- 
sure them  that  they  would   not    be  left 
stranded,  even   if  they  did  not  come  to 
terms,  the  present  Government  are  attempt- 
ing again  to  truckle  to  the  States.  In 
fact,  they  seem  to  be  dominated  bv  con- 
sideration more  for  the  States  and  their 
financial  welfare  and  interests  tfian  for  tlw 
interests  of  the  Commonwealth.  It  should 
not  be  so,  and  T  can  hardly  think  it  is  so. 
Indeed,  I  am  prepared  to  believe  that  thev 
think  it  will  be  better  for  Australia,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  Commonwealth 
Parliament  is  likely  to  be  dominated  by 
the  Democratic  element,  to  let  as  mudi 
power  vest  in  the  States  as   is  possible 
under  the  Constitution.     I  honestly  be- 
lieve that  a  number  of  honorable  members 
take  up  that  attitude.     In  fact,  they  are 
ertending  the   principle  of  retaining  all 
possible  powers  to  the  States  when  they 
propose  to  endow  the  Inter-State  ComnHs- 
sion  with  power  to  contnd  a  great  deal  of 
the  industrial  and  axmnercial  life  of  the 
community.      In   that  again  they  show 
their  fear    of    the    Democratic  element 
dominating  this  House,  because  they  pro- 
pose to  place  beyond   the   power  of  the 
ballot-box  those  who  will  have  control  of 
matters   which    vttallv    affect    the  welfare 
of  the  Australian  people.     In  the  matter 
of  the  financial  relationships  of  the  Com- 
monwealth and  the  States,  I  find  that  since 
Federation  New  South  Wales  has  flourished 
fit  the  expense  of  Federatiai,  and  that  ttie 
plaintive  cry  of  the  State  politicians  is 
due  rather  to  the  fear  that  they  will  lose 
their   own    swords,    than  to    anv  real 
apprehoision  that  harm  will  be  done  to 
their  particular  States.    Thev  pray  for  tfie 
cmtinuance  of  the  prestige  with  which  they 
are  now  invested  as  the  rulers  of  the  desti- 
nies of  the  States.     I  suppose  that  is  a 
perfect!  V  htunan  feeling.  ^  The  patriotism 
which    sinks  thg^|,e;i9^igt>(I^Ks  is 
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rather  rare,  and  so  I  shall  not  revile  them. 
Bat  I  must  deal  with  facts  as  they  exist 
•on  this  questicm,  and  seeing  that  tbe  ten- 
year  period  under  the  Braddon  clause  has 
almost  expired,  and  that  the  situation  will 
be  entirely  in  our  hands  when  it  does  ex- 
pire, we  should  at  this  stage  arrive  at  a 
sound  decision.  Tbe  people  must  dhoose 
to-day  between  their  greatness  as  a  nation 
and  their  integrity  as  States.  We  cannot 
maintain  the  States  at  their  present  status, 
and  build  a  naticxi  at  the  same  time.  My 
personal  view  is  that,  instead  of  Federa- 
tion,  we  should  have  had  absolute  unifica^ 
tion,  but  we  did  not  get  it,  and  must 
make  the  best  of  what  we  have.  Seeing 
that  we  have  some  power  in  the  matter  of 
finance,  it  behoves  the  Commonwealth  to 
exercise  it  to  the  fullest  extent.  I  said 
that  New  South  Wales  had  flourished  since 
Federation  at  the  expense  of  Federaticm, 
and  to  show  that  that  is  so,  I  may  men- 
tion that  there  has  been  returned  to  that 
State  by  this  Parliament  something  like 
;£3,ooo,ooo  every  year  since  tbe  Unioo  was 
established.  She  has  had  an  income  of 
j^3,ooo,ooo  in  excess  of  that  which  she 
recei%*ed  prior  to  Federation,  and  yet  every 
penny  of  it  has  beoi  expended,  though  we 
have  relieved  her  of  many  heavy  responsi- 
bilities. In  addition,  New  South  Wales 
has  been  one  of  the  most  constant 
borrowers  in  the  Cwnmonwealth.  She 
has  bwrowed  to  such  an  extent  that 
finally  her  applications  for  money  have 
become  unwelcome  on  the  Londtm  market. 
Some  time  ago,  it  cost  her  ^^'80,000  to  float 
a  loan  of  250,000.  That  loan  was 
underwritten  at  3  per  cent,  beiow  par,  and, 
of  course  the  underwriters  had  to  be  paid 
foe  finding  the  mcMiey.  Tbe  other  day. 
New  South  Wales  attempted  to  float  a  loan 
for  ^£3,000,000,  but  CHily  ;^8oo,ooo  of  it 
was  subscribed,  with  the  result  that  the 
following  comment  appeared  in  the  Finan- 
cial Newt — 

New  South  Wales  has  worn  out  its  welcome 
in  the  money  market,  and  the  fiasco  should  con- 
vey an  unforgetable  lesson. 

New  South  Wales  has  continued  this  policy 
of  borrowing,  notwithstanding  that  since 
Federatiwi  rfie  has  received  an  income  of 
_;^3,oo9,ooo  annually  in  excess  of  that 
which  she  formerly  receiver].  The  econo- 
mies promised  at  the  inception  of  the  Fed- 
eration have  not  been  practised.  Prior  to 
the  establishment  of  the  Commonwealth  the 
electors  were  assured  thnt  the  cost  of  Fed- 
eration would  be  more  than  set  off  by  the 
economies  which  would  be  effected  in  State 


administration.      This    promise   has  not 

been  fulfilled.  It  is  true  that  ediicaticm  in 
New  South  Wales  has  been  made  free,  but 
it  must  be  bwne  in  mind  that  the  pupils 
of  the  State  schools  there  are  rrow  required 
to  pay  for  their  books,  slates,  pencils,  &c., 
and  that  the  expenditure  in  this  con- 
nexion represoits  a  good  deal  mwe 
than  they  were  previously  called  upon 
to  pay  in  fees.  Tbe  expenses  of  the 
State  Government  have  not  been  dim- 
inished. Th»e  has  not  been  that 
reducti(Hi  in  the  number  of  State  legis- 
latcH^  that  was  promised,  nor  have  the 
offices  of  the  State  Governors  been  abo- 
lished. In  addition  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cils of  the  various  States  still  remain  in 
existence.  All  these  economies  were  pro- 
mised when  Federation  was  in  the  air,  and 
when  certain  gentlemen  were  anxious  for 
"  a  higher  plane  on  which  to  play  their 
more  ambitious  parts,"  as  Senator  Millen 
once  put  it.  In  those  days  they  were  free 
and  easy  in  their  dispensations,  but  to-day, 
owing  to  the  fact  that  Federation  has  not 
provided  an  eirclusive  field  for  these  so-called 
superior  individuals,  they  are  lotfi  to  relieve 
the  States  of  the  powers  which  should  be 
vested  in  the  Commonwealth  Government, 
if  Federation  is  to  be  a  success.  At  the 
forthcoming  general  elections  the  people 
will  have  to  choose  between  the  future  of 
this  country  as  a  nation  and  the  integrity 
of  the  States  as  such.  The  two  cannot  co- 
exist as  thev  have  done.  Seven  soverei*;n 
powers  in  this  country  are  utterly  incom- 
patible with  its  progress,  and  the  plainer 
the  people  are  told  this  truth  the  better  will 
it  le  fox  them.  HtHiorable  members  op- 
posite are  prone  to  favour  the  States  as 
against  the  Common  wealtli,  because  thev 
fear  the  domination  of  Democracy. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — While  the  honor- 
able member  says  that,  his  leader  says  quite 
the  contrary. 

Mr.  CARR.— On  this  side  of  the  cham- 
ber, we  do  not  all  think  alike.  We  are  not 
all  bottled  and  side-lined.  A  further 
evidence  of  the  tendency  on  the 
part  of  the  Government  to  represent 
only  a  .section  of  the  community  is 
afforded  by  the  prompt  action  of  the 
Postmaster-General  in  remitting  the  tele- 
phone charges  inr.posed  hy  the  late  Go- 
vernment. I  contend  that  those  ch.-irges 
were  eminently  fair.  It  hns  been  proved 
time  and  again  that  under  the  flat  rate 
system,  subscribers  who  pay  only  a 
year  for  the  use  of  theit  telephones  are 
in  the  habit  o£iglB«]^gjifitOttmvagant 
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number  of  calls.   It  has  been  demonstiKted 

that  the  Post  Office  is  put  to  great  ex- 
pense and  trouble  in  meeting  the  exac- 
tions of  these  subscribers,  and  consequently 
the  very  feasible  expedient  of  the  toll  sys- 
tem was  applied  to  them.  But  they  im- 
mediately got  the  ear  of  the  Postmaster- 
General,  and  induced  him  to  go  back  upon 
the  toll  system,  notwithstanding  that  ali^ 
the  departmental  officers  had  reported  fav- 
orablv  upMi  it,  that  every  detail  had  been 
inquired  into  by  his  predecessor,  and  that 
the  system  had  been  institt^ed  in  Sydney 
with  scarcely  a  complaint.  As  a  matter 
of  fact  many  merchants  there  admitted 
that  it  was  a  perfectly  fair  and  equitable 
system.  Yet  we  find  the  Postmaster- 
General — ever  prone  to  listen  to  the  well- 
to-do  and  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  the  indigent — 
immediately  acceding  to  the  request  of  the 
large  users  of  the  telephone.  I  recognise 
that  most  people  are  prone  to  listen  to  those 
who  fill  high  places,  whilst  ignoring  those 
who  occupy  low  places.  The  Government 
is  composed  of  Ministers  who  represent  one 
class  of  the  community  exclusively — the 
ruling  class.  Only  by  the  most  strenuous 
efforts  has  Democracy  been  able  to  assert 
itself  against  the  overwhelming  influence  of 
the  ruling  classes — those  who  dominate  so- 
ciety. 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith.— Does  the  hwiorable 
member  admit  that  he  represents  only  one 
class? 

Mr.  CARR.— I  do  not. 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith.— Then  cannot  he 
credit  other  honorable  members  with  repre- 
senting mtve  than  one  class? 

Mr.  CARR. — I  judge  hraKwable  mem- 
bers opposite  by  their  acticxis.  I  do  not 
say  that  I  represent  only  one  class,  but  I 
do  say  that  I  specially  represent  the  class 
which  for  ages  has  been  disinherited — the 
rank  and  file  of  the  community,  who  are 
the  backbone  of  the  country.  I  lay  it 
down  as  my  political  creed  that  the,nati<Mi 
which  nourishes  most  human  beings  is  the 
one  which  will  succeed  and  will  become 
great.  The  most  insignificant  member  of 
the  community  has  a  claim  for  considera- 
tion. Universal  suffrage  recognises  that 
principle.  The  man  w1h>  despises  any  of 
his  fellows  "has  unused  faculties  him- 
self," and  is  merelv  "in  the  infancy  of 
thought,"  and  some  honorable  members  op- 
posite may  fairly  be  grouped  in  that  cate- 
gory. I  do  not  say  that  they  are  not  pre- 
pared to  patronise  those  who  do  not  belong 
to  the  same  class  as  themselves.    It  has 


been  only  by  patr<»iage  that  the  working 
classes  have  been  pacified  in  the  past.  Z  re- 
peat that  I  specially  represoit  those  classes, 

because  they  have  been  the  under-dog  so 
l<Mig,  and  because  they  require  special  re- 
presentation. By  specially  representing 
them  I  believe  that  I  am  laying  more 
securely  than  I  should  otherwise  be  dcnng 
the  foundation  of  national  greatness. 
But  1  am  not  prepared  to  penalize  any  one. 
I  do  not  desire  to  have  any  injustioe'done. 
All  that  I  say  is  that  our  conditim  in  re- 
gard to  population,  and  as  to  our  power  to 
hold  this  countrj',  is  so  dangerous  at  the 
present  time  that  we  shall  have  to  penalize 
the  holders  of  big  estates,  and  that  for 
their  ultimate  good.  Otherwise  ■  I  am 
prepared  to  treat  with  toleration  and 
justice  all  classes  of  the  community.  I  do 
not  represent  one  class  at  the  expense  of 
another.  But  I  would  oppose  such  in- 
vidious distinctions  as  have  been  made  by 
the  Postmaster-General.  An  equitable  pro- 
vision— admitted  to  be  equitable  by  many 
of  those  affected  by  it — in  regard  to  the 
telephone  service  has  been  revoked  by  the 
Postmaster-General,  and  the  largest  users 
of  telephones,  who  should  pay  most  for 
them,  have  been  reiie\-ed  of  an  obligation 
which  they  should  bear.  The  ruling  class 
ha>'e  once  again  demonstrated  their  love  for 
their  fellows,  and  the  special  consideration 
that  is  extended  to  them  by  thoie  in  high 
positions.  The  land  question  I  regard  as 
vital.  The  attitude  towards  it  of  the  fwe- 
sent  Government  is  alone  sufficient  to  jus- 
tify us  in  trying  to  force  them  to  the  coun- 
tr\'.  Therefore,  I  shall  always  be  ready 
to  precipitate  an  election  at  the  first  op- 
portunity. The  Defence  proposals  of  the 
Government  are  still  in  the  air,  although 
we  have  reached  the  stage  in  Federation 
when  something  concrete  ought  to  be  de- 
manded. We  ought  now  to  be  in  a  posi- 
tion to  take  up  a  firm  stand  in 
regard  to  defence.  This  Government  is  not 
prepared  to  do  so.  The  Fisher  Government 
was.  This  Government  is  hesitating.  The 
Fisher  Government  did  not  hesitate. 
1  he  Minister  of  Defence  is  so  fearful 
about  devising  a  scheme  for  establishing 
an  effective  defence  force  in  Australia  that 
he  endeavoured  to  induce  Lord  Roberts  to 
come  out  and  advise  him.  hcxd  Roberts, 
admirable  man  as  he  is,  by  the  irony  <tf 
fate  replied  that  he  was  so  busy  endea- 
vouring to  induce  people  in  the  HcKoe  Land 
to  follow  Australia's  example  that  be 
could  not  come.  We  now  have  to  wait  until 
some  other  hig^.g^utj^cjig^j^^  Am- 
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tralia  and  puts  us  on  the  right  lines.  We 
do  not  know  how  long  it  wilt  be  before 
that  happens.  I  indict  the  Governicent  an 
these  counts.  They  are  not  grappling  with 
the  problems  that  concern  the  great  masses 
of  Australia.  They  have  grappled  only 
with  a  few  things  that  concern  the  influen- 
tial classes.  They  have  left  untouched  the 
fundamental  questions  which  must  be  ef- 
fectively grappled  with  if  we  are  to  remain 
a  White  Australia  and  are  to  retain  our 
identity  as  an  Australian  naticxiality.  The 
White  Australia  policy  is  not  even  men- 
tioned in  the  manifesto  of  the  new  Govern- 
ment. The  Fisher  Government  laid  it 
down  in  the  Governor-Generars  speedi 
that— 

the  question  of  the  encouragement  of  white 
labour  id  the  pearl-fishing  industry  is  receiving 
attention. 

The  Fisher  Government  thought  this  to  be 
of  sufiicient  importance  to  make  it  part  of 
their  pr(^ramme  for  the  session.    The  «ai- 
dition  of  the  pearl -shelling  industry  is  a 
most  in-.portant  one,  having  regard  to  the 
fact  that  it  affects  issues  that  are  close  to 
the  vitals  of  the  White  Australia  policy. 
The  people  who  are  employed  in  it  are  tho- 
roughly at  home  in  our  northern  waters,  and 
are  quite  familiar  with  tliem.  In  the  event  of 
hostilities  they  would  be  a  most  effective 
aid  to  any  enemy.    In  my  opinion,  the 
pearl-fishing  industry  should  be  limited  to 
Australians,  or  to  white  people  whom  we 
can  trust.    I  freely  admit  that  to  carry 
out  this  policy  would  touch  the  vested  in- 
terests of  certain  people  who  have  money 
to  lose.    But  surely  we  are  not  prepared 
to  consider  a  few  individuals  who  have 
monev  to  lose  when  the  nation  has  all  to 
lose.  "  It  is  on  these  grounds  that  I  indict 
the  present  Government.    I  indict  them  for 
their  apparwit  indifference  to  questions  of 
vital  importance,  and  their  apparent  con- 
sideration of  certain  sections  of  the  ccm- 
mimitv.    I  indict  them  for  their  disregard 
of  great  matters  affectmg  the  welfare  and 
the  destiny  of  Australia,    I  am.  therefore, 
prepared  to  vote  ag;iinst  them   at  every 
reasonable  opporturuty. 

Mr.  AGAR  WYNNE  (Balaclava)  [3.39]. 
—I  am  really  surprised  at  the  action  of 
the  Oppoffltion  party  on  the  present  occa- 
sion, because  it  seems  to  me  that,  in  view 
of  their  own  defeat,  and  knowing  that 
there  is  a  majority  of  from  twelve  to  fifteen 
against  them,  it  is  a  waste  of  parliamen- 
tary time  to  have  a  three  weeks'  discus- 
sion CXI  a  no-confidenoe  moticxi. 


Mr.  Batchelor. — ^We  want  to  see 
whether  there  is  a  majwity  of  twelve  or  of 
Efteen  in  favour  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  AGAR  WYNNE.— We  could  have 
given  the  honorable  member  an  answer  to 
that  question  without  the  waste  of  so  much 
valuable  time.    Parliament  costs,  roughly 
speaking,  ;^i50,ooo  a  year  for  manage- 
mrat.    Having  regard  to  the  fact  that  we 
meet  four  days  a  week,  the  cost  amounts 
to  j£l5°        d^y*  while  we  are  sitting. 
I  have  no  doubt  that  the  homvable  mem- 
ber for  Gwydir  is  very  proud  of  having 
delivered  a  speech  which  costs  the  ooimtry 
;^i,5oo  out  of  an  annual  expenditure  erf 
^150,000 — a  speech  that  was  not  Ustwied 
to  .by  many,  and  which  was  certainly  not 
enjoyed  by  those  who  had  to  listen  to  it. 
It  has  filled  many  pages  of  Hansard.  1 
believe  that  our  Hansard  is  the  most  ex- 
pensive one  in  the  world.    I  think  it  would 
be  in  the  interests  of  the  public  if  it  were 
abolished,  and  part  of  its  cost  given  as  a 
subsidy  to  the  newspapers  to  publish  fuller 
reports  of  parliamentary  proceedings. 
Mr.  Mathews. — What  they  liked. 
Mr.  AGAR  WYNNE.— No.     The  re- 
ports could  be  regulated  by  the  head  of  the 
Hansard  staff.     The  newspapers  would  be 
paid  for  publishing,  say,  a  page  a  day; 
the  speeches  of  honorable  members  would 
be  repcurted,  and  our  constituents  would 
have  an  opportunity  of  knowing  what  was 
going  on  in  the  House.    That,  it  seems  to 
me,  would  be  much  better  than  that  an 
honorable  member  should  hara  the  right, 
on  payment  of  a  small  sum,  to  get  a  large 
number  of  copies  of  his  speech  struck  off 
and  sent  to  his  constituents,  indirectly  at 
the  expense  of  the  country,   because,  in 
many  cases,  the  speech  of  an  hmorable 
member  is  a  loss  of  public  time. 

Mr.  Roberts. — If  that  proposal  is 
adopted,  we  shall  obtain  a  majority  at  the 
next  election. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  present  is  a 
very  cheap  way  to  honorable  members. 

Mr.  AGAR  WYNNE.— It  is  a  cheap 
way  to  them,  but  a  very  expensive  way  to 
the  country.  When  relatives  or  partners 
quarrel,  they  generally  become  the  bitterest 
enemies.  Honorable  members  on  the  oppo- 
site ade  have  virtuallv  supported  a  num- 
ber of  the  present  Ministry  for  seven  or 
eight  years.  For  that  period  they  were 
good  friends  of  those  honnabte  gentlemen, 
but  now  they  are  their  Utterest  enemies. 
Four  members  of  the  present  Ministry 
belonged  to  tl^ 
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supported  1^  the  Opposition.  Only  one 
member  of  thie  late  Government  passed  to  the 
Opposition  side;  his  late  colleagues  sit  on 
this  side,  and  support  the  present  Ministry. 
It  seems  to  me  that  the  oppo^tion  of  honor- 
able members  on  the  other  side  is  more  per- 
soqjI  then  p(ditical.  If  they  could  sup- 
port four  members  of  the  late  Ministry, 
and  the  policy  of  the  present  Ministry  is 
practically  on  tbe  same  lines,  I  do  not  see 
any  great  reason  for  the  strong  oppositicm 
which  is  now  shown,  and  especially  for  this 
motion  of  want  of  confidence. 

Mr.  Batchelob. — Then  the  combination 
on  the  other  side  is  also  a  personal  matter? 

Mr.  AGAR  WYNNE.— I  do  not  know 
that  it  is.  We  who  sit  in  this  corner  have 
been  abused  right  and  left  for  doing 
exactly  the  same  thing  as  the  present  Op- 
position did;  and  that  is,  supporting  a 
Government.  For  many  years,  honcffable 
members  on  the  other  side  suppwted  a 
Deakin  Government,  but  we  <hi  thb  side 
are  to  be  chastised  and  talked  at  because 
we  are  doing  exactly  the  same  as  they  used 
to  do.  I  am  in  the  same  position  as  the 
honorable  member  for  East  Sydney.  I 
have  had  very  pleasant  relations  witli  a 
number  of  the  members  of  the  Oppositi(Mi ; 
they  have  always  been  most  considerate  to 
me,  and  some  of  them  whom  I  know  inti- 
mately I  Io(A  upon  as  personal  friends.  I 
propose  now  to  make  a  few  suggestions. 
They  may  be  novel,  and  may  not  be  appre- 
ciated, but  I  trust  that  they  will  be  con- 
Ridered.  There  is  not  the  slightest  doubt 
that  Australia  would  be  in  a  dangerous 
position  if  a  European  war  arose.  T  sug- 
gest that  we  should  endeavour  to  have  the 
Monroe  doctrine  applied  to  the  Pacific 
Ocean.  The  United  States  of  America  has 
two  seaboards  to  defend,  namely,  the  At- 
lantic Ocean,  on  the  eastern  side,  and  the 
Pacific  Ocean,  on  the  western  .<iide.  Canada 
is  in  a  similar  position.  What  I  suggest 
is  that  our  Government  should  approach 
the  United  States  and  Canada,  through 
the  proper  channel,  with  a  view  to  having 
a  fleet  of,  say,  thirty  men-of-war  pur- 
chased on  the  joint  account  of  the  three 
countries,  and  used  simplv  for  the  defence 
of  the  Pacific  Ocean.  The  United  States 
owns  the  Philippine  I.slands,  Hawaii, 
and  Samoa,  all  being  valuable  prwisessims  in 
the  Pacific  Ocean.  It  is  wry  expensive 
for  that  nation  to  maintain  two  larpe 
fleets,  namely,  one  in  the  Atlan- 
tic Ocean,  arid  the  Other  in  the  Pacific 
Ocean.  T  be!ip\'e  that,  if  its  Government 
'ere  approached,  they  would  entertain  a 


proposal  by  which  we  could  ha\'e  a  sof- 
ficient  fleet  belcxiging  to  the  three  countries 
stationed  in  the  Pacific  Ocean  for  defenoe 
purix)6e.s  only.  If  the  United  States  or 
Canada  ware  attacked  on  its  Padfic  oowtt, 
the  Australians  would  join  in  the  defence 
of  that  coast,  and  if  we  were  attached  we 
would  ask  those  two  countries  to  join  in 
the  defence  of  our  coast.  I  believe  that 
my  suggestion  is  worthy  of  consideration. 
I  do  not  anticipate  that  the  British  Gowm- 
ment  would  offer  any  objection  to  a  tieat«' 
being  entered  into  by  us  on  these  lines. 
It  would  leave  the  Mother  Country  free  to 
deal  with  any  European  power  whidi  at- 
tempted to  attack  ber,  and  she  would  be 
under  no  necessity  to  keep  a  fleet  in  the 
PjKufic  Ocean.  Vfe  alone  are  not  strong 
enough  to  defend  ourselves. 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — That  would  involve 
an  alliance  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britun. 

Mr.  AGAR  WYNXE.— It  would  inrolve 
an  alliance,  but  only  as  regards  Australia  and 
Canada.  I  feel  that  Canada  is  in  no 
danger,  because  the  Monroe  doctrine  would 
apply,  and  the  Uiuted  States  would  take 
good  care  to  see  that  no  foreign  power  set 
its  foot  cm  Canadian  soil.  We,  however, 
are  in  greater  danger,  t  think  it  is  worth 
while  to  consider  whether  we  cannot,  by 
an  alliance  with  some  power — (rf  course, 
with  the  ccHisent  of  the  Mother  Country- 
provide  some  means  for  defending  our- 
selves. Of  course,  we  ^ould  be  on  eqoii 
terms  with  the' other  parties  to  the  allianoe. 
and  should  pay  our  full  share  of  the  <vet 
and  maintenance  of  the  fleet.  Tbe  United 
States  fleet  which  called  here  had  an 
portunit)'  to  see  that  Australia  is  a  rich 
and  prosperous  country.  We  are  all  de- 
scended from  the  same  stock,  and  speak 
the  same  language.  I  believe  that  our 
sympathies  are  very  much  alike,  became 
we  belong  to  tbe  Anglo-Saxcm  race.  I 
l>elieve  that,  if  my  suggestion  were  maSe. 
the  United  States  would  not  administer  to 
us  an  ungenerous  rebuff.  I  now  propose 
to  sav  a  few  words  with  regard  to  our 
finances.  Prior  to  Federation,  the  total 
revenue  of  the  States  amoimted  to  about 
^28,000,000.  and  it  the  present  time  it 
is  nearly  ;^35,ooo.ooo,  showing  an  in- 
crease of  over  ;^6.ooD,ooo,  notwithstand- 
intj  the  fact  that  the  Coramwiwealtti  ha"s 
taken  over  n  number  of  Departments  from 
them.  For  instance,  the  Commonwealth 
is  now  administering  p^t&^nd  telecrapfc*. 
defence,    pate^i^^W^lof^y.  Cnstooi* 
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and  Enuse,  census  and  statistics,  otd-age 
pensions,  and  quarantine.  It  costs  a  ven- 
large  sum  to  run  these  Departments, 
which,  as  we  all  know,  are  not '  profit- 
bearing.  When  we  come  to  deal  with  the 
question  of  the  Braddon  section  of  the 
Constitution,  we  shall  have  to  consider  the 
p.'>sition  of  the  Commonwealth  before  we 
think  of  the  position  of  Uie  States.  I  am 
going  to  make  a  suggestion  to  the  Govern- 
ment, because  I  am  strongly  oppose'd  to 
a  borrowing  policy.  It  would  be  verj-  easy 
for  the  Commcmwealth  to  borrow,  but,  in 
my  opinion,  it  would  be  a  very  bad  start 
to  make.  I  will  deal '  with  that  question 
later.  The  cost  of  running  the  Parliament 
and  Government  of  the  Ctxnmonwealth  is 
about  j^^350,ooo  a  year.  That  amount  is 
spent  on  the  maintenance  and  administra- 
tion of  Departments  which,  if  not  trans- 
ferred, the  States  would  have  had  to  carri- 
on. Notwithstanding  that  fact,  and  that  they 
have  received  an  increased  revenue  of  over 
j^6, 000,000,  the  States  have  spent  the 
whole  of  that  sum  on  other  matters,  with- 
out making  any  allowance  to  the  Common- 
wealth for  its  expenditure  on  those  Depart- 
ments. I  think  that,  when  we  deal  with 
the  question  of  the  Braddon  sectim,  we 
should  debit  the  States  with  the  cost  of  old- 
age  pensions.  Victoria.  New  South  Wales, 
and  Queensland  would  effect  a  saving  to  the 
extent  of  the  pensions  previously  paid  in 
those  States.  The  other  States  have  not 
introduced  the  system  of  old-age  pensions, 
but  they  all  ought  to  pay  their  share  of 
the  Federal  expenditure.  To  all  intents 
and  purposes,  we  have  no  sources  of 
revenue  outside  Customs  and  Excise.  The 
suggested  land  tax  is  for  the  purp(»e  of 
breaking  up  large  estates,  and,  therefore, 
it  would  not  be  rerenue  producing,  be- 
i-ause  the  moment  that  large  estates  were 
broken  up,  the  return  from  the  tax  would 
be  of  verv  little  value  to  the  Ccanmon- 
wealth.  In  making  anv  readjustment  after 
the  exDiration  of  the  Braddon  section,  the 
Government  will,  I  think,  have  to  con- 
sider first  the  Commonwealth  expenditure. 
l*c;iuse  the  States  have  already  ample 
powers  of  taxation,  and  revenues  more  than 
sufFrient  for  all  reasonable  needs.  Year 
after  year  the  larger  States  have  had  sur- 
plu.ses  ranging  from  _;^'5oo,ooo  to 
^i. 000.000.  A  basiness  man  places  anv 
surplus  he  may  have  to  a  reserve  fund,  but 
the  Governments  of  the  States  when  thev 
have  surphises  get  rid  of  them  bv  grants 
to  municipalities,  which  could  well  tax  the 
rate;ta\crs  to  n-.ect  their  ronuiremcnt.s.  anf! 


in  other  ways.  Instead  of  acting  pru- 
dently in  fat  years,  they  throw  away  their 
money,  and  put  nothing  aside  for  lean 
years,  or  to  reduce  their  liabilities.  It  is 
true  that  one  year  Victoria  paid  off 
;£r, 000,000  of  debt;  but  this  year  she  has 
had  to  borrow  in  London  again.  If  our 
public  finance  is  to  be  sound,  we  must 
follow  the  principles  by  which  business  men 
are  governed.  The  Commonwealth  and  the 
States  receive  in  revenue  about  ;^4o, 000,000 
a  year,  or  nearly  30  per  cent,  of  the  annual 
production  of  Australia.  This  is  an  im- 
mense percentage  to  take  foi  the  purposes 
of  Go\-ernment.  The  country  cannot  well 
stand  much  increase  in  taxaticMi.  We  have 
to  prepare  for  the  possibility  of  a  war.  In 
war  time  money  goes  like  water.  What  we 
need,  therefore,  is  a  reserve  fund,  or  a 
reserve  source  of  taxation.  If  we  take  ail 
we  can  pet  from  the  people  in  good  years, 
we  shall  find  it  difficult  to  raise  as  much 
as  ;;^40,ooo,ooo  in  bad  \ears. 

Mr.  Deakin.— Are  the  railway  recdpt^ 
included  in  the  ;£40,ooo,ooo  ? 

Mr.  AGAR  WYNNE.— Everything. 

Mr.  Deakin. — They  cannot  fairly  be  re- 
garded as  revenue  from  taxation. 

Mr.  AGAR  WYNNE.— They  are  de- 
ducted fmn  the  value  of  our  production. 
In  a  good  year  the  production  of  Australia 
is  valued  at  ;^i35,ooo,ooo. 

Mr.  Deakin. — Were  the  railways  in  pri- 
vate hands,  the  honorable  member  would 
take  no  account  of  their  earnings  in  an  ar- 
gument of  this  sort.  Why,  then,  should  he 
do  so,  seeing  that  thev  are  ccmtrolled  b%- 
the  States? 

Mr.  AGAR  WYNNE.— We  have  ta 
pay  a  large  sum  in  interest  on  our  naticmaf 
debt,  and  the  States,  instead  of  trying  to- 
economize,  are  increasing  expenditure  by 
duplicating  services.  In  many  cases,  after 
Departments  have  been  transferred  to  the 
Commonwealth,  the  States  have  continued 
what  are  practically  duplicate  services. 
For  instance,  after  the  Commonwealth 
took  control  of  quarantine,  and  placed  Vic- 
toria's Chief  Health  Officer  at  the  head  of 
it,  the  State  appointed  another  health  officer 
at  the  same  salary,  so  that  the  total  ex- 
penditure now  is  greater  than  it  was. 

Mr.  King  O'Mallev. — The  system 
makes  more  billets, 

Mr.  AGAR  WYNNE. ™Yes. 

Sir  John  Forrest.— The  Constitution 
gives  us  power  to  legislate  only  in  respect  ta 
quarantine. 

Mr.  AGAR  WYNNE. ~I  think  that  we 
roiild  legislate  in  health  matters  as  wel' 
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Our  Quarantine  Act  goes  so  far  as  to  pro- 
vide for  the  quarantining  of  districts  within 
the  States,  and  to  prevent  cattle  and  stock 
from  being  moved  from  one  district  to 
another.  If  we  cannot  retain  a  sufficient 
share  of  the  Customs  and  Excise  duty,  we 
should,  to  avoid  borrowing,  eajmark  cer- 
tain sources  of  revenue,  to  provide  for  old- 
age  pensions.  The  honorable  member  for 
Darwin  seems  to  be  the  first  who  suggested 
the  applicaticm  of  surplus  revenue  for  old- 
age  pensions.  This  be  did  in  1903.  Our 
surplus  revenue,  however,  is  not  sufficient 
to  meet  that  expense.  Parliament  remitted 
the  duty  on  tea,  and  the  5  per  cent,  duty 
on  cotton  goods,  both  of  which  were  re- 
venue producing. 

Mr.  Batcuelor. — It  did  not  remit  a 
duty  on  tea;  it  refrained  from  imposing 
one. 

Mr.  AGAR  WYNNE.— The  Victorian 
Tariff  imposed  a  duty  on  tea,  and  so  did 
the  first  Federal  Tariff,  as  introduced. 
Tea  has  not  been  any  cheaper  since  the 
duty  was  removed. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis. — It  is  a  little 
dearer. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — It  came  down  in  price 
upon  the  taking  off  of  the  duty. 

Mr.  AGAR  WYNNE.— But  its  quality 
has  been  reduced  by  mixing ;  nearly  all  the 
tea  now  sold  is  blended.  The  taking  off 
of  the  5  per  cent,  duty  on  cottwi  goods  has 
not  lowered  their  price.  As  a  leading  mer- 
chant told  me  recently,  the  sum  represented 
bv  the  duty  now  goes  to  the  importers. 
Anv  married  man  who  asks  his  wife  will 
find  out  that  she  pays  as  much  now  for 
cotton  goods  as  she  did  when  there  was  a 
dutv  of  5  per  cent,  on  them.  The  percent- 
age' was  too  small  to  make  it  possible  to 
arrange  a  reduction  in  fhe  price  of  cotton 
goods  commensurate  with  the  duty. 

Mr.  Mauger. — One  of  the  largest  dis- 
tributers in  Melbourne  assured  me  within 
the  last  few  days  that  that  is  so. 

Mr.  Frazer. — Would  tho  honorable 
member  a  dvocate  putting  on  the  duty 
a^jain? 

Mr.  Mauger. — Decidedly. 

iff.  AGAR  WYNNE.— I  advocate  put^ 
ting  it  on,  and  earmarking  it  to  provide 
for  old-age  pensions.  It  would  be  better 
for  the  Government  to  receive  another 
^250,000  a  year  in  revenue  than  to  let 
the  importers  keep  that  money.  I  propose 
now  to  sav  a  few  words  with  regard  to 
the  Post  Office  expenditure.  Since  the  De- 
partment was  transferred  to  the  Common- 


wealth,   its   revenue   has   increased  by 

^851,000,  while  its  expenditure  has  in- 
creased by  ^^927, 000.  That  is  not  good 
business. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Last  year  _;^35o. 000 
was  spent  on  works  and  (buildings. 

Mr.  AGAR  WYNNE.— It  might  be  so. 

Mr.  Kino  O'Malley. — I  advocated  a 
duty  on  tea  and  ^kerosene  for  old-age  pen- 
si(»is. 

Mr.  AGAR  WYNNE.— I  see  no  reasoo 
why  we  should  not  have  a  duty  on  kero- 
sene  as  well  as  on  cotton  goods.  It  seems 
to  me  that  there  must  be  a  leakage  book- 

where,  when  we  find  that  the  increase  in 
the  expenditure  cm  the  Post  and  Telegrai* 
Department  exceeds  the  increase  in  the  re- 
venue  from  that  Department.     I  belien 
that  the  real  trouble  is  due  to  the  fact 
that  m  some  of  our  Departments  there  is  a 
want  of  business  management.  Canada 
some  years  ago  was  in  exactly  the  same 
difficulty  as  Australia.      The  Canadiao 
Post  Office  was  a  losing  concern,  until  tbej 
put  a  buaness  man  in  charge  of  it,  and 
in  a  few  years  that  man  turned  a  los- 
ing Department  into  a  paying  one.  We 
shall  have  to  do  the  same  wing  in  Ans* 
tralia   before  we  can  lick  the  Post  and 
Telegraph  Department  into  shape  and  make 
a  revenue- producing  Department  of  it.  A 
department    with    an    income    of  over 
;^3,ooo,ooo  a  year  should  be  able  to  pay 
its  way.    We  are  told  that  it  is  necessary 
to  borrow  money  to  put  it  into  shape,  but 
I  think  it  could  be  licked  into  shape  with- 
out the  borrowing  of  a  single  penny.  I 
ailmit  that  we  mi^t  have  to  postpone  sane 
services    that    are   oxisidered  necessary. 
When  the  various  post-offices  were  run  bf 
the  States  they  gave  greater  satisfactioQ, 
and  were  run  more  oieaply  than  under 
Federation.     That  is  something  which  I 
cannot  understand 

Mr.  Roberts. — The  honorable  member's 
statement  is  a  severe  indictment  of  the 
party  with  which  he  is  associated. 

Mr.  AGAR  WYNNE.— I  have  no  de- 
sire to  indict  anybody.  I  am  trying  to 
discover  where  the  leakage  occurs,  and  to 
offer  some  suggestions  which  may  be  con- 
sidered of  value.  I  have  no  wi^  to  criti- 
cise unkindly  anything  that  has  been  done. 
One  would  imagine  that  under  the  Fedm* 
tion  the  combinaticm  of  the  Postal  Depart- 
ments of  the  various  States  would  have 
been  attended  by  economy  in  wortiog 
rather  than  by  an  increase  of  expenditure. 

Dr.  Carty  Salmojl^— The  .  honorable 
member  must  ha^^|»s^CfeCw^no^Iloas 
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development  that  has  taken  fiaoa  within 
the  last!  few  yean. 

Mr.  AGAR  WYNNE.— Enormous  de- 
velopment took  pla(X  under  the  State 
management  of  the  Post  Office  Department. 
Our  population  has  not  increased  to 
any  great  extent,  and  so  far  as  I  can 
see  enormous  development  has  taken  place 
only  in  the  expenditure  on  the  Department. 

Sir  John  Forbest. — More  ccmvenienoes 
are  being  asked  for  every  day. 

Mr.  AGAR  WYNNE.— I  was  in  charge 
of  the  D^artment  in  Victoria  fm  a  few 
years,  and  t  found  that  the  people  wanted 
as  vx^ny  oxivenienoes  then  as  they  wanft 
now.  Eztensbns  and  greater  fadlities 
were  always  being  asked  for,  and  granted. 
I'here  must  be  something  wrong  with  the 
manageipent  when  the  unification  of  the 
State  Postal  Departments  has  led  not  to 
economy  but  to  increased  expenditure. 

Mr.  Johnson. — Is  it  not  a  well-known 
fact  that  Governments  make  a  mess  of 
every  business  concern  they  try  to  nm? 

Mr.  AGAR  WYNNE.— We  cannot  help 
ourselves  in  this  case.  I  see  that  in  Vic- 
toria the  banks  propose  to  make  a  charge 
on  bu»ness  people  f<x  collecting  postal 
notes  and  post-(^5ce  orders.  I  think  that 
that  is  very  imfalr.  In  my  {^unkm,  the 
banks  are  too  greedy.  According  to  the 
newspapers,  I  find  that  the  banks  expect 
to  get  a  revenue  of  ;^i4,ooo  per  year  from 
this  charge  for  collection.  I  have  calcu- 
lated that  it  will  not  cost  them  more  than 
;^i,ooo  per  year  to  collect  postal  notes  and 
post  office  orders.  I  had  a  suggestion  on 
my  notes,  but  I  find  that  I  have  been  fore- 
stalled by  the  Age^  that  the  Government 
should  be  represented  in  the  clearing  house. 
That  would  be  a  very  simple  way  of  deal- 
ing with  the  banks,  if  they  will  not  take 
the  trouble  to  send  around  to  the  various 
post  oSBces  and  collect  postal  notes  and 
post  office  orders.  The  new  arrangement 
decided  upon  by  the  banks  will  mean,  not 
only  a  charge  of  4,000  upon  their  cus- 
tomers, but  a  great  loss  of  revenue  to  the 
Government,  because  people  will  adopt 
the  practice  of  drawing  cheques  for 
five  shillings  and  ten  shillings  for 
trades  people  instead  of  sending  postal 
notes  for  small  amounts,  as  they  do 
now.  The  banks  do  not  make  a  charge  for 
collecting  cheques,  and  why  should  they 
make  a  char^  for  collecting  Government 
FKites,  which,  I  take  it,  are  as  good  as 
cheques  drawn  on  any  bank.  The  banks, 
as  honorable  members  are  aware,  charge 
every  customer  ten  shillings  per  year  for 


keeping  his  account,  and  surely  the  cus- 
t(Hners  have  a  right  to  expect  s(xnething  in 
return.  The  least  the  banks  can  do  is  to 
collect  postal  notes  and  posi  t^ice  orders 
for  them.  I  do  not  know  whether  honor- 
able members  are  aware  of  the  fact,  but  the 
account  charge  of  ten  shillings  per  year  to 
every  customer  of  a  bank,  brings  in  to  the 
banks  a  revenue  of  something  like 
;^25o,ooo  per  year.  One  hank  al(Mie 
secures  a  revenue  of  nearly  ;^8o,ooo  per 
year  in  this  way. 

Mr.  Bamford. — That  bank  must  have 
over  160,000  customers. 

Mr.  AGAR  WYNNE.— That  bank  has 
itio.ooo  cust<xners.  I  see  no  reason  why 
the  banks  should  be  so  greedy.  Time  after 
time  when  T  have  \'isited  Sjdnev,  I  have 
had  to  pay  exchange  at  the  branch  of  the 
bank  at  which  1  do  business  in  Melbourne, 
on  the  notes  of  that  bank.  I  understand 
that  the  banks  propose  to  abolish  the  note 
exchange,  and  apparently  they  are  going  to 
make  up  the  loss  of  revenue  by  the  pro- 
posed charge  on  the  collection  of  postal 
notes.  As  the  new  proposals  will  affect  the 
revenue,  the  Government  should  take  some 
steps  to  prevent  it  being  carried  out,  either 
by  arranging  with  the  clearing  house  or  by 
giving  the  banks  some  intimation  that  they 
have  gpne  far  enough.  I  am  going  to 
make  another  suggestion  lo  the  Treasurer, 
and  it  deals  with  a  matter  in  which  the 
banks  are  interested  also.  We  have  to  re- 
mit to  England  something  like  ^^8, 500,000 
a  year,  on  which,  as  a  rule,  the  States 
Governments  have  to  pay  exchange  to  the 
banks.  The  wool  exported  from  this 
country  is  worth  on  an  average 
;^2o,ooo,ooo  per  year.  That  money  has, 
of  course,  to  be  sent  to  Australia.  '  Wool 
buyers  come  from  England  tw  the  Contin- 
ent with  letters  of  credit  on  which  they 
have  to  pay  exchange  in  Australia.  Whv 
should  not  the  Go\-emment  sell  in  Londcm 
their  bills  on  Australia,  get  the  exchange 
on  these  drafts,  and  have  the  money  in 
London  to  meet  the  interest  payments  due 
there?  The  wool  buyers  could  have  the 
money  here  frcra  the  Government  to  pay 
for  the  wool  purchased.  By  this  means  we 
should  save  the  exchange  now  charged  to 
the  States. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  honorable 
monber  means  that  the  State  Govoiunent^ 
should  do  this. 

Ut.  AGAR  WYNNE.— No,  I  think  that 
the  Federal  Government  should  do  it  for 
them.  It  is  a  cOTimon  thing  for  the  Indian 
Gov^ment  to  <g»lJ,^f§>g^@^^^don 
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for  the  purdiase  of  their  bills.  Every 
month  one  may  see  in  the  financial  news- 
papers advertisements  calling  for  tenders 
for  the  purchase  of  Indian  Council  bills. 
The  Indian  Government  make  a  amsider- 
aWe  profit  on  th-iir  bills,  and  we  could  do 
exactly  the  same.  I  believe  that  the  Fed- 
eral Govermr.ent  could  in  the  way  I  suggest 
make  ;£6o,ooo,  and  perhaps  ;£ioo,ooo, 
per  year.  If  we  rennt  money  we  lose  two 
months'  interest  on  it. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Why  do  not  the 
States  Governments  do  this  themselves? 

Mr.  AGAR  WYNNE.— Thev  could  do 
it,  Injt  I  wish  the  Federal  Government  to 
do  it,  aiKl  make  the  ;^6o,ooo  per  year. 
In  cases  of  telegraphed  transfCTS  the  profit 
would  probably  be  j£ioo,ooo.  The  other 
day  I  sent  ^50,000  of  a  trust  fimd 
to  England,  and  to  telegraph  it  cost  ^500, 
<x  I  per  cent.,  and  there  is  not  the  slightest 
reason  why  the  Government  should  not 
make  profits  in  the  way  I  have  suggested. 
All  the  wool,  grain,  and  butter  mcaiey  has 
to  come  out  by  drafts  or  transfer,  and  we 
could  at  least  save  the  exchange  on 
^8,500,000.  If  the  States  do  not  like  to 
imdertake  the  work,  we  could  arrange  it 
for  them,  and  do  it  cheaper  than  it  is  done 
at  present. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — We  have  to  ship 
■gold  home,  because  it  is  wanted  there. 

Mr.  AGAR  WYNNE.— That  is  so. 

■Mr.  King  O'Malley.— There  should  be 
an  international  gold  clearing  house. 

Mr.  AGAR  WYNNE.— I  have  not  got 
-as  far  as  that  yet.  But  there  is  not  the 
slightest  doubt  that  what  the  Indian  Go- 
vernment do,  the  Australian  Government 
■can  do,  with  gain  to  the  people  of  the 
«>untr>-. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — A  good  deal  of  the 
pa\-ments  come  out  in  the  shape  of  goods. 

Mr.  AGAR  WYNNE.— But  we  have  to 
remit  500,000,  whether  the  payments 
are  in  gold  cm:  goods,  and  we  have  to  pay 
the  exchange  I  said  before  that  I  am  not 
in  favour  of  borrowing,  and  I  do  not  think 
there  is  the  slightest  necessity-  for  it,  unless 
we  beoome  involved  in  war.  A  fair  agree- 
■ment  could  he  made  with  the  States  in  con- 
nexion with  the  Customs  revenue,  and.  with 
the  money  saved  bv  the  taking  over  of  the 
Departments,  there  should  be  ample  surplus 
left  for  the  States,  after  providing  for  all 
our  own  requirements.  Australia  owes 
something  like  ;^243,ooo.ooo. 

Mr.  King  O'Malley.  —  It  is 
.^253,000,000. 


Mr.  AGAR  WYNNE.— There  is  a  cer- 
tain sum  to  the  credit  of  ginking  funds, 
and,  tibuigh  I  think  the  net  amount  is 
something  like  ;^^245i00o,ooo,  I  shall  take 
the  round  figure  of  2  50,000,000.  How 
easy  it  would  be  for  the  Commonweaitb, 
without  any  debt,  to  go  into  the  market 
and  borrow  nioney  !  A  loan,  of  j^x  ,000,000 
for  the  Post  Office  or  some  other  wort 
would  be  nisbed,  and  the  m<xiey  would  be 
so  easily  obtained  that,  before  we  knew 
where  we  were,  the  Ccuomonwealth  would 
{Ht^bably  OK«  ^£50,000,000.  There  is  a 
desert  railway  and  a  bush  capital  to  be 
built,  and  the  mcxiey  that  is  got  easily  is 
spent  easily.  When'anvthing  is  said  about 
the  i;ndd3tedness  of  the  States,  we  are 
told,  "  Look  at  the  reproductive  works  we 
have :  there  are  our  railways,  which  are  a 
fine  asset."  But  in  Victwia,  of  a  debt  of 
;£5o,oco,ooo  or  ;^l53,ooo,ooo,  mie-third  of 
the  expenditure  is  unproductive,  and  I  ex 
pect  the  same  proportion  runs  through  the 
other  States.  Japan,  with  a  population  of 
46,000,000  owes  ^£318,000,000;  but  what 
are  the  people  of  that  country  dcnng  ?  They 
are  taxing  themselves  in  order  to  clear  off 
tiiat  indebtedness  in  the  next  thirty  years. 
The  other  night  the  honorable  member  for 
Darwin  told  us  the  indebtedness  of  ribe 
United  States  at  one  time. 

ilr.     King     O'Malley.  —  It  was 

;£800, 000,000, 

Mr.  AGAR  WYNNE.—That  indeUed- 
ness  has  been  worked  off,  and  we  should 
adc^t  a  similar  policy.  Here  we  are, 
4,000,000  people,  with  an  indebtedness  of 

;£250,00O,00O  1 

Mr.  King   0'Mali.et. — And  borrowing 

is  going  on  every  year  ! 

Mr.  AGAR  WYNNE.— Quite  so.  Siooe 
1901,  when  Federation  was  inaugurated, 
the  indebtedness  of  Australia  has  been  in- 
crensed  by  ;^40, 000,000.  I  am  perfectlv 
satisfied  that  if  the  Commonwealth  onoe 
starts  borrowing,  we  shall  get  the  nKHiev 
so  easily  that  we  will  very  shortly  owi 
;;^5o,ooo,ooo.  and  T  do  not  think  a  coun- 
try with  a  population  of  4,000,000  could 
stand  an  intlebtedness  of  ;^30o,ooo,ooo. 
Australia  is  a  prosperous  and  rich  rountrv, 
hut  an  indebtedness  of  that  kind  would 
spoil  any  country,  however  good,  and  it  is 
possible  to  tax  people  until  thev  cannot 
pay  more. 

Mr.  Johnson. — Does  not  the  hcHHvable 
member  think  that  postoijy  should  bear  a 
share  of  tbe  bupj^^dbyGoOgle 
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Mr.  AGAR  WYNNE.— That  has  been 
the  cry  for  years;  poor  old  "posterity" 
has  had  ;^40,ooo,ooo  added  to  his  burden 
during  the  last  eight  vears.  It  is  only  fair 
afid  right  that  we  who  get  the  benefit  should 
pay  something  to  the  reduction  of  the  debt. 
There  is  a  limit  to  taxation ;  and  all  coun- 
tries that  are  heavily  in  debt  become  heavily 
taxed  and  un progressive.  TherefOTe,  I 
trust  that  the  Government  will  consider 
very  seriously  before  they  submit  any  pro- 
jjosal  to  borrow  on  behalf  of  the  Cnnmon- 
wealth. 

Mr.  BAMFORD  (Herbert)  [4.17].— 
After  a  debate  which  has  been  so  prolonged, 
and  of  siidi  an  exhaustive  character,  it  is 
ratlier  difficult  to  cover  ground  which  has 
not  already  Ijeen  traversed  j  but  I  shall  try  to 
fin<l  something  that  has  not  been  said  up  to 
the  ijresent,  and  say  it  as  effectively  as  I 
can.  In  the  first  place,  I  should  like  to 
refer  to  some  of  the  rr^marks  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  Balaclava.  It  is  remark- 
able to  me  that  such  an  amount  of  non- 
sense, nc*  to  say  "ttxnmy-rot,"  should  be 
talked  in  reference  to  the  cost  of  this  Par- 
liament and  the  speedies  which  are  made  in 
it  by  some  hooOTable  members ;  and  that 
nonsense  is  not  merely  talked  here,  but  is 
at-so  written  in  the  press.  It  appears  to  me 
that  it  does  not  matter  whether  Parliament 
is  sitting  or  not  sittintr.  or  whether  members 
talk  or  are  silent,  the  cost  is  practically  the 
same.  We  must  remember  that  the  salaries 
of  honorable  members,  like  those  of  all  the 
officers,  messengers,  and  so  forth,  are  paid 
from  year  end  to  year  end.  The  Hansard 
staff  are  paid  tor  the  full  yeai'^  so  that  the 
only  extra  cost  is  that  of  printing.  In  my 
opinion,  it  does  not  matter  whether  mem- 
bers make  long  speeches  or  short  speeches ; 
Parliament  will  sit  equally  as  long  and 
practically  the  cost  will  be  the  same. 

Mr.  Hemry  Willis. — What  about  using 
up  the  human  fibre  of  the  Hansard  staff? 

Mr.  BAMFORD.— That.  I  am  sure,  is 
a  matter  that  does  not  interest  the  honorable 
member,  unless  he  is  speaking  of  his  own 
fibre.  However,  I  shall  address  myself  to 
the  honorable  member  for  Robertson  pre- 
sently. The  estimated  cofit  of  salaries  in  the 
Printing  Office  for  the  financial  year 
1908-9  i.s  1,360,  and  when  we  add  con- 
tingencies such  as  paper,  parchment,  re- 
pairs to  machinery,  and  so  forth,  we  have 
a  total  of  ;£i7,99i.  This  also  includes 
the  cost  of  all  parliamentary  papers,  &c., 
ill  addition  to  Hansard.  We  must  not  for- 
gpt  that  this  Parliament  sits  more  days 


during  the  week,  and  longer  hours  each 
day,  than  any  other  Parliament  in  the 
Commonwealth. 

Mr.    Hbnky  Willis. — Let     us  close 

earlier. 

Mr.  BAMFORD.— The  honotable  mem- 
ber, when  he  sat  on  this  side,  did  his  share 
of  the  talking,  and  toe*  good  care  that  we 
should  not  close  earlier,  thou,rh  he  has 
adopted  a  new  attitude  now. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis.— I  am  in  favour  of 
closing  the  sittings  at  xo  o'clock. 

Mr.  BAMFORD.—The  honorable  mem- 
ber was  not  previously  in  favour  of  such 
course.  We  have  also  to  take  into  considera- 
tion the  circulation  of  Hansard.  More 
copies  of  the  Conmonwealth  Hansard  go 
into  my  own  State  of  Queensland  alone 
than  there  are  copies  of  the  Vic- 
tmian  Hansard  circulated  in  Victoria. 
The  Federal  Hansard  circulates  in  all  the 
States,  and  also  in  the  United  States  of 
America ,  the  United  Kingdom,  Canada , 
and  South  Africa.  It  would  appear,  there- 
fore, that  hcmorable  members  who  speak  of 
the  cost  of  Hansard,  and  of  the  Parliament 
generally,  ha\'e  not  taken  cognisance  of 
the  real  facts  of  the  case. 

Mr.  WiLKs. — Does  the  honorable  member 
think  that  those  who  write  the  articles  in 
question  care  what  happens? 

Mr.  BAMFORD.— Not  at  all.  Honor- 
able members  on  this  side  of  the  House 
have  been  taxed  with  wasting  the  time  of 
Parliament,  and  one  honorable  member  was 
referred  to  yesterday  as  having  made  a  mag- 
nificent effort  in  speaking  for  two  days.  1 
would  remind  honorable  members  that  that 
speech  was  an  exception  to  the  general  rule. 
Long  speeches  have  not  been  common  on 
this  side  of  the  House,  and,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  while  fourteen  members  of  the  Labour 
party  have  addressed  themselves  to  the 
moticm  now  under  consideration,  twelve 
honorable  members  on  the  Ministerial  side 
have  also  spoken  to  it. 

Mr.  Roberts.— Where,  then,  is  the 
"  stone-walling  "  ? 

Mr.  BAMFORD.— Where  is  the  "stone- 
wall" that  we  are  said  to  be  putting  up? 
Before  the  debate  closes  the  number  of 
speeches  by  the  Government  and  their  sup- 
porters will  probably  exceed  the  number 
from  this  side  of  the  House. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — But  what  has 
the  honorable  member  to  say  as  to  the  time 
that  has  been  occupied  by  members  of  his 
party  in  making  ^h,^|^^^p^^^g|^ 
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Mr.  BAMFORD.— We  have  a  position 
to  maintain,  whereas  honorable  members 
opposite  are  merely  stwaking  in  defence. 

Mr.  Batchelor.— With  them  it  is  a  case 
of  the  least  said  the  better. 

Mr.  BAMFORD.— A  case  of  "least  said 
soonest  mended." 

Mr.  DtwALD  Thomson.— Yet  the  honor- 
able member  has  accused  our  party  of  hav- 
ing spoken  very  freelv. 

Mr.  BAMFORD.— The  supporters  of 
the  Government  have  occupied  nearly  as 
much  time  as  we  have  in  addressing  them- 
selves to  this  question.  The  honorable 
member  foe  Balaclava,  who  made  some 
reference  to  the  Mcmroe  doctrine,  has  evi- 
dently not  given  due  consideration  to  the 
question,  otherwise  he  would  know  that  al- 
though the  whole  continent  of  North  and 
South  America  is  governed  by  that  doc- 
trine, which  provides  that  no  foreign  poww 
shall  have  a  footing  in  America,  every 
State  in  North  and  South  America  spends 
on  defence  far  more  than  we  do.  Travel- 
ling due  east  from  Svdney,  the  first  port 
that  we  should  reach  on  the  other  side  is 
Valparaiso,  and  we  find  that  Chili — our 
nearest  neighbour  in  that  direction— devotes 
about  20  per  cent,  of  her  total  revenue  to 
defence.  The  defence  expenditure  of  Brazil 
is  also  very  considerable.  Any  one  of  the 
South  American  Republics  spends  on  de- 
fence four  times  as  much  as  Australia  does. 
Notwithstanding  the  protection  of  the  Mon- 
roe doctrine,  they  find  it  necessary  to  do  so. 
Had  I  intended  to  discuss  this  question,  I 
should  have  brought  with  me  some  figures 
in  my  possession  as  to  the  exact  amount 
that  each  State  in  South  America  sjiends 
upon  defence. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis. — The  defence  ex- 
penditure of  the  Argentine  is  twice  as  much 
as  that  of  the  Comnuxiwealth. 

Mr.  BAMFORD.— It  spends  at  least 
four  times  as  much  of  its  rei*enue 
as  Australia  does  in  this  directiwi. 
In  speaking  of  the  revenue  of  Aus- 
tralia, I  have  in  mind,  not  the  revenue 
jof  the  Commonwealth,  but  the  revenue  of 
Australia  as  a  whole,  which  amounts  to 
about  ;^38,ooo,ooo.  Of  that  sum  we  ex- 
pend on  defence  about  two  and  five-eighths 
or  two  and  three-quarters  per  cent. ,  whereas 
the  smallest  State  in  South  America  expends 
on  defence  about  lo  per  cent,  of  its  re- 
venue, or  about  four  times  as  much  as  we 
do.  The  honorable  member  for  Balaclava 
also  made  some  observaticxis  in  r^ard  to 
the  Postmastef'Goierars  Departmoit,  and 


appeared  to  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  it  is 
not  in  reality  a  losing  concern.  It  would 
be  paying  its  way  were  it  not  that  it  has 
to  iH-ovide  out  of  revenue  fot  all  new  works. 
In  iH-e- Federal  days  even  the  cost  of 
erecting  a  telegraph  pole  or  of  repairing  a 
telegraph  station  was  [vovided  for  out  of 
borrowed  money.  Generally  speaking,  it 
was  the  practice  of  the  States  to  pay  for  all 
new  works  out  of  borrowed  money,  whereas 
under  the  Commcmwealth  the  Department 
has  to  provide  for  tiiem  out  of  revenue. 
Then,  again,  many  a»icessi(His  have  been 
granted  by  the  Department  nnoe  its  transfer 
to  the  Commonwealth.  In  tiie  first  place, 
very  considerable  ccmcesaons  have  been 
granted  to  newspaper  proprietors  in  regard 
to  the  carriage  of  newspapers  and  the  press 
telegraph  rates.  The  latter  are  something 
like  50  per  cent,  lower  than  they  were 
prior  to  Federation.  It  must  also  be  remem- 
bered that  in  at  least  one  of  the  States,  in 
view  of  the  near  approach  of  Federation,  a 
reduction  of  50  per  cent,  was  made  in  the 
postal  rates.  That,  at  all  events,  was  the 
reducti<Hi  made  in  Victoria,  and  it  may  be 
said  that  it  was  owing,  although  not  exactly 
due,  to  Federation. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — The  Department  has  also 
become  a  carrying  ccxicern. 

Mr.  BAMFORD.— It  has.  The  parcels 
post  system  is  a  great  bo(»i  to  those  who  re- 
side in  rural  districts,  and  there  are  other 
concessions  that  mi^ht  be  enumerated 
were  it  w<Mrth  while  doing  so. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — There  has  been  a  very 
considerable  reduction  in  the  cost  of  the 
telegraph  service  to  the  general  public. 

Mr.  BAMFORD.—That  is  so.  Prior  to 
Federation  it  cost  fr(wn  3s.  to  4s.  to  send 
a  short  telegram  from  Queensland  to  Vic- 
toria, whereas  to-day  the  cost  is  only  is.  It 
cost  even  more  to  send  such  a  telegram  from 
Queensland  to  Western  Australia,  whilst 
2s.  was  the  lowest  rate  charged  for  a  tele- 
gram frcm  New  South  Wales  to  this  Sta^e- 
Under  the  Commcmwealth  Act  Inter-State 
telegrams  cost  cmly  is.  When  we*are  criti- 
cisbg  the  Department,  we  should  not  lose 
sight  of  these  concessions ;  the  credit  given 
to  the  management  of  the  Department  un- 
der the  Commonwealth  should  be  more  gene- 
rous than  it  is.  I  propose  now  to  refer  to 
one  or  two  other  matters  that  have  been 
mentioned  during  the  debate.  The  honor- 
able member  for  Corio  discovered  one  of 
th<»e  mare's  nests  for  which  he  is  nond. 
He  is  in  the  habit  of  making  wonderful 
coveries.  out  of  y^i»f:h^\€@}^^<^M 
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of  capital,  but  investigation  proves  that 
there  is  nothing  in  them.  In  referring  to 
the  pledge  signed  bv  members  of  the 
Labour  party,  he  oideavoured  to  show  that 
if  the  majority  of  the  members  of  the 
Labour  party  in  the  House  were  Free 
Traders,  they  might  carry  a  Free  Trade 
policy,  although  a  majority  of  the  House 
was  in  favour  of  Protection.  Since  the 
principle  of  the  new  Protection  is  now  in- 
dorsed by  our  party,  the  honorable  member 
was  most  illogical  in  his  argument.  A 
member  of  the  Labour  party  is  elected  on 
the  policy  that  he  puts  before  his  constitu- 
ents, and  if  he  favoured  the  policy  of  the 
new  Protection,  he  would  necessarily  in- 
dorse the  policy  of  the  old  Protection.  The 
one  is  the  natural  corollary  of  the  other ; 
without  the  old  Protection  the  new  Protec- 
ti<m  could  not  prevail.  That  being  so,  a 
member  of  the  Labour  party,  »noe  we 
favour  the  principle  of  the  new  Protecti<»i, 
would  go  before  his  constituents  as  a  Pro- 
tectionist, and  consequently  could  not  give 
Free  Trade  votes  in  the  House. 

Mr.  Mauger. — Some  members  of  the 
Labour  party  have  voted  Free  Traoo  in  the 
House  before  to-day. 

Mr.  BAMFORD.— I  am  speaking,  not  of 
the  past,  but  of  the  present.  The  Labour 
party,  as  a  party,  did  not  adopt  the  policy 
OT  principle  of  Protecti<Mi  until  the  principle 
of  the  new  Protecti<m  was  brought  forward. 
Now  every  member  of  the  party,  since  he  is 
a  supporter  of  the  new  Protection  policy, 
must  be  a  Protectionist.  The  one  must  go 
with  the  other.  I  repeat,  therefore,  that 
the  honorable  member  for  Corio  was  quite 
illogical  in  his  argument,  because  under  pre- 
sent conditions  no  Free  Trader  could  be  re- 
turned as  a  Labour  member.  A  Laboui 
candidate  would  have,  first  of  all,  to  espouse 
the  Protectionist  cause.  The  honcvable 
member  also  referred  to  the  po»ti<Hi  taken 
up  by  the  honorable  member  for  Darwin, 
and  Mr,  Frank  Anstey,  M.L.A.,  of  Vic- 
toria, in  regard  to  the  question  of  univeisal 
service.  He  declared  that  Mr.  Anstey,  who, 
like  the  honorable  member  for  Darwin,  is 
opposed  to  war,  had  declared  on  the  public 
platform  and  elsewhere  that  he  was  op- 
posed to  a  system  of  militarism,  yet 
signed  or  would  sign  the  Labour  pledge 
and  platform,  which  provides  for  universal 
ownpulsory  training.  But  there  is  nothing 
illogical  in  that.  I  am  just  as  strongly 
against  war  as  is  Mr.  Anstey  or  the  honor- 
able member  for  Darwin.  The  latter  was 
taxed  bj'  fhe  hcmorable  member  for  Corio 
with  interjecting  that  war   was  legalized 


murder.  What  else  is  war?  Any  honor- 
able member  who  knocked  a  man  down  with 
a  tomahawk  would  be  guilty  of  murder, 
but  when  he  does  it  in  the  aggregate, 
when  he  is  trained  for  the  purpose,  when 
army  meets  army,  and  they  kill  each  other 
wholesale,  it  is  still  killing,  but  it  is  legal- 
ized by  being  dcme  on  a  large  scale.  Al- 
though I  am  strongly  opposed  to  war,  I 
am  entirely  in  sympathy  with  the  Labour 
platform  in  this  respect.  I  am  in  favour 
of  compulsory  trainmg,  and  of  a  defence 
policy  which  would  not  be  the  hybrid  thing 
we  have  now,  but  would  give  us  effective 
protection  when  the  hour  of  need  comes. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — If  there  is  to  be  murder, 
the  honorable  member  wants  professional 
murderers  and  not  amateurs  to  do  it. 

Mr.  BAMFORD.— I  do  not  believe  in 
the  professional  soldier,  nor  do  I  think  a 
citizen  soldiery  can  be  classed  as  profes- 
sional soldiers.  It  must  be  remembered 
that  our  policy  would  always  be  one  of  de- 
fence, not  defiance.  I  want  to  train  our 
men  to  defend  themselves,  their  wives  and 
families,  and  their  homes,  if  the  hour  of 
need  should  arrive.  That  is  altogether 
different  from  establishing  a  professional  , 
soldiery,  which  is  very  often  an  expl<»ting 
soldiery. 

Mr.  Henry  Wilus. — What  is  the  object 
of  war?   Is  it  to  kill  men? 

Mr.  BAMFORD.— I  do  not  sav  that  that 
is  its  object,  but  the  killing  ot  men  be- 
comes a  necessity  of  war.  I  am  as  much 
opposed  to  war  as  any  man  can  be,  and 
believe,  with  Sherman,  that  "  war  is  hell." 
Yet  war  appears  to  be  inevitable.  As  a 
declared  Socialist,  believing  that  war  is  the 
greatest  evil  that  ever  cursed  this  earth,  I 
still  say  that  it  seems  to  be  inevitable,  and 
will  be  so  as  long  as  there  is  a  dirersity 
of  languages.  Until  we  have  one  universal 
language,  in  which  men  can  tell  each  other 
their  thoughts  and  their  aspirations,  and 
can  converse  with  each  other  upon  matters 
affecting  their  daily  life,  because  in  all 
countries  the  daily  life  is  much  alike— until 
that  time  arrives,  and  it  is  still  far  distant, 
I  am  sure  we  shall  have  war.  Another 
condition  making  for  war  is  the  existence 
of  the  yellow  press,  which  foments  it  in  the 
interests  of  gentlemen  like  those  on  the 
other  side — the  capitalists.  Every  war  that 
has  taken  place  yet  has  been  fought  in  the 
interests  of  capitalism,  and  every  war  in 
the  future  will  be.  When,  in  time,  but  I 
am  afraid  not  in  my  time,  there  is  one 
universal  language,  men  of  all  nati<xis  will 
be  able  to  disci;^,,,  |^iQg^|^thout 
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falling  out.  The  honorable  m^ber  iot  Dar- 
win speaks  by  tlie  card  when  he  says  he 
Is  opposed  to  war,  and  vet  subscribes  to  a 
policy  of  defence  which  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  this  countr\',  as  it  has  been  to  every 
other  countr>'. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — I  also  iM-efer  to  be  at 
peace  rather  than  in  pieces. 

Mr.  BAMFORD.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Dalley  has  gained  a  reputation  on 
the  battlefield  himself.  I  believe  he  has 
charged  many  a  canteen,  and  at  one  time 
had  the  honour  of  making  his  superior 
officCT  a  prisoner  of  war.  It  is  an  unfor- 
tunate necessity  that  we  must  prepare  our- 
selves to  defend  this  country  at  a  date  per- 
haps not  far  distant.  Australia  should 
spend  a  great  deal  more  than  it  is  doing 
upon  defence.  The  cost  of  the  army  and 
navy  to  Great  Britain  at  present  is  about 
j£6o,ooo,ooo  per  annum,  or  at  the  rate  of 
nearly  thirty  shillings  per  head  of  its  popu- 
lation. If  we  spent  money  at  the  same 
rate  as  does  the  Old  Country,  upon  which 
we  are  now  relying  f<»:  our  defence,  we 
should,  with  a  population  of  about  four 
millions,  devote  nearly  /r6,ooo.ooo  per 
annum  to  that  purpose,  instead  of  the 
paltrv  million  and  a  quarter  which  we  are 
now  spending,  and  which  is  totally  in- 
adequate to  secure  us  against  the  invasion 
which,  I  think,  must  ccane.  The  honorable 
member  for  Robertson  also  discovered  a 
mare's  nest  when  speaking  the  other  day. 
He  asked,  "How  are  you  going  to  give 
protection  to  the  worker,  and  to  the  con- 
sumer, and  to  the  manufacturer,  without 
making  the  article  dearer,  which  would  not 
give  Drotection  to  the  consumer?"  The 
honorable  member  would  not  have  spoken 
in  that  way  if  he  had  given  the  question 
much  consideration,  because  all  those 
things  might  be  done  readily.  In  the  first 
place,  the  consumer  might  have  no  more 
to  pav  for  his  goods,  the  manufacturer 
mig^t  get  equally  as  much  as  he  is  getting 
now,  and  at  the  same  time  the  worker,  the 
actual  producer,  might  get  more  wages  and 
better  conditions  of  labour  than  now  exist. 
The  reason  is  that  a  protective  duty  in  the 
first  place  gives  a  manufacturer  the  Home 
market.  Having  that,  and  being  protected 
against  dumping  from  foreigri  countries, 
he  is  able  to  sell  his  article  at  an  actually 
cheaper  rate. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis. — So  dumping  does 
nut  make  things  cheaper  ? 

Mr.  BAMFORD. — Dumping  does,  for 
the  mranent,  make  them  dieaper,  but  if 


the  foreign  trader  is  prevented  from  dump- 
ing, the  local  manufacturer,  oofimi.inding 
the  H<Hne  maik^,  has  a  larger  conauniinj 
public,  and  can,  therefore,  sell  his  goodi 
to  them  cheaper  than  if  he  had  to  contend 
with  manufacturers  outside. 

Mr.  Henbv  Wilus. — They  would  be 
cheaper  th?.n  the  dumped  goods? 

Mr.  BAMFORD.— They  would  be,  be- 
cause dumped  goods  are  only  brought  in 
occasionally. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis. — Then  why  nnt  let 
the  dumped  goods  in  if  they  are  dearer,  be- 
cause nobody  will  take  them? 

Mr.  BAMFORD.— The  honorable  mem 
ber  does  not  grasp  the  position.  Evidentiy 
he  does  not  desire  to  do  so.    That  was  one 
of  the  mare's  nests  which  he  disco^"ered, 
and  which  apparently  gave  him  tempcw^rr 
satisfaction.    But  when  his  contention  is 
subjected  to  analysis,  we  find  that  there  is 
nothing  in  it.     Whilst  another  honoraWe 
member  was  speaking,  the  htmorable  mem- 
ber made  some  reference  to  the  question  of 
the  marriage-tie.    He  also  spoke  upon  tCat 
questicMi  in  his  own  electwate,  when  he 
quoted  the  opinions  of  a  certain  author. 
Surely  he  must  recognise  that   when  he 
quotes  a  passage  from  any  source  whate\«r, 
without  giving  it  his  contradiction,  he  in- 
dorses it  !    If  he  were  to  read  a  libellous 
statement  from   Hansard  on    any  public 
platform  without  denying  its  accurac> ,  he 
knows  perfectly  well  that  he  would  render 
himself  liable  ' to  an  action  for  libel.  I 
repeat  that  when  he  quotes  a  passage  froa 
an  author  upon  any  question,  unless  he  con- 
tradicts it,  or  declares  his  disbelief  in  it. 
he  indorses  it.    I  think,  therefore,  it  il 
playing  the  game  low  down  to  publicly 
make  a  quotation  of  the  kind  he  did.  .tnd 
th«i  to  take  refuge  in  the  plea.  "I  did 
not  say  it.    I  merely  quoted  it." 

Mr.  Henry  Willis. — I  have  alw.ivi 
given  honorable  members  opposite  credit 
for  not  being  as  extreme  as  is  MtMris. 

Mr.  BAMFORD.— The  honorable  nH-m- 
her  is  a  political  CinquevalU.  He  would 
balance  on  a  syllable  and  juggle  with  a 
quotation.  He  must  know  that  he  is  play- 
ing a  most  unfair  game  against  the  LalouT 
party,  when,  from  a  public  pKitform,  he 
says,  in  elTect,  "  This  is  something  uhidi 
ha.'^  been  printed.  The  author  says  so  and 
so,"  and  does  not  add,  "  but  I  disbelieve 
it." 

Mr.  Henry  Wilus. — I  told  mv  hearers 
what  William  ^I<^|^b@5j5^g|^ 
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Mr.  BAMFORD.— A  great  deal  has 
<l)een  said  in  reference  to  the  pledge  exacted 
by  the  Labour  party  from  its  candidates. 

Mr.  Henrt  Witxis. — I  think  that  the 
honorable  member  desires  to  trade  open  the 
marriage-tie  question. 

Mr.  BAMFORD.— I  will  give  the  hon-  ■ 
-orable  member  more  in   reference  to  the 
marriage-tie  presently,  when  I  pr<^>ose  to 
read  a  report  of  some  divorce  {xocxedings 
in  high  society  in  Victwia. 

Mr.  Henry  Wilus. — I  do  not  believe  in 
tlivOTce. 

Mr.  BAMFORD.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Corio  quoted  the  pledge  exacted 
by  the  Labour  party  from  its  candidates. 
I  wish  to  say  that  I  adopted  the  Labour 
platf<mn  without  any  (XMnpulsion.  Believ- 
ing in  it,  X  did  not  see  why  I  should  not 
sign  it.  That  is  a  perfectly  logical  posi- 
tion for  any  man  to  take  up.  If  he  be- 
lieves in  a  thing,  he  should  indorse  his 
lielief  with  his  signature.  No  honorable 
member  upon  the  other  side  of  the  House 
would  accept  the  word  of  another  honor- 
able membCT  of^site  for  anything.  Would 
the  honorable  member  for  Robertson  lend 
any  honorable  m«nbeT  upon  the  other  side 
of  the  chamber  a  five-pound  note  without 
having  his  I . O.  U.  for  it  ?  Honorable 
members,  when  they  are  elected  to  this  Par- 
liament, stand  at  the  side  of  the  table,  and 
not  only  call  upon  their  Maker  to  witness 
that  they  will  be  loyal  to  the  throne,  and 
legislate  in  the  interests  of  the  Commwi- 
wealth  to  the  best  of  their  ability,  but  sub- 
scribe their  names  to  that  declaration.  The 
highest  <^cia!  in  the  land  in  the  person  of 
the  Chief  Justice  of  the  High  Court,  sits 
in  Mr.  Speaker's  chair,  and  will  not  ac- 
cept the  mere  promise  of  any  hon<M'able 
member.  He  must  have  his  signature. 
When  the  Minister  of  Home  Affairs  was 
sworn  in  only  a  few  days  ago,  did  he  take 
an  oath?  Undoubtedly  he  did.  So  does 
every  member  of  the  Executive  Coundl. 
The  Governor-General  would  not  accept  the 
mere  word  of  the  Prime  Minister,  or  of 
the  Pcratmaster-General,  or  of  any  of  his 
colleagues. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis. — In  the  House  of 
Commons  it  is  optional  whether  an  honor- 
able manber  subscribes  to  the  oath. 

Mr.  BAAfFORD.— I  do  not  know  that 
It  is  opticMial. 

Mr.  Henry  Wilus. — The  honorable 
member  should  read  Sir  Henry  Lucy  on  the 
fiubject 


Mr.  BAMFORD.— How  can  it  be  op- 
tional when  we  remember  the  Bradlaugb 

case? 

Mr.  Henky  WjLUs. — Bradlaugh  insisted 
upon  making  an  affirmatlcxi. 

Mr.  BAMFORD.~But  he  had  to  sign 
it.  Here  is  ihe  political  Cinquevalli 
iuggling  again — (bis  time  widi  an  oaA. 
This  is  what  the  honorable  member  for 
Corio  sud  

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS.— What  does  it  mat- 
ter, after  all? 

Mr.  BAMFORD.— Then,  why  do  hon- 
orable members  opposite  accuse  members 
of  the  Labour  party  of  being  caucus- 
bound,  hide-bound,  &c.  ? 

Mr.  McWiLUAMS. — I  have  never  done 
so. 

Mr.  BAMFORD. — I  am  not  speaking  of 
the  honorable  member  pnsonally. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMs. — My  experience  is 
that  the  members  of  the  Labour  party 
change  their  opinions  more  frequently  than 
do  other  honorable  members  in  the  Htmse. 

Mr.  BAMFORD.— Therefore,  the  pledge 
is  the  more  necessary.  At  the  same  time, 
I  do  not  think  that  any  member  of  the 
Labour  party  can  be  accused  of  having 
broken  the  pledge  which  he  gave  to  his 
constituents.  One  hontx-able  member  has 
relieved  himself  of  the  responsibility  of 
following  our  party  any  further,  but  even 
he  has  not  broken  his  pledge.  The  pledge 
which  Labour  candidates  are  required  to 
sign,  reads — ■ 

I  hereby  pledge  myself  not  to  oppose  the 
candidate  selected  by  the  recognised  political 
orgnniution,  and  if  elected,  to  do  my  utmost 
to  carry  out  the  principles  embodied  in  the 
FedernI  Labour  platform,  and  on  all  questiooi 
afTccting  the  platform — 

That  is  perfectly  clear — 

to  vote  as  a  majority  of  the  Parliamentary 
party  may  decide  at  a  duly  constituted  caucus 
meeting. 

Ts  there  anything  in  that  pledge  which  any 
honest  man  cannot  indorse?  Apart  from 
the  platform  to  which  every  man  volun- 
tarily subscribes,  I  say  that  the  members 
of  tlie  Labour  party  are  freer  than  are 
other  hcMiorable  members  in  this  House. 
Why  ?  Because  honorable  members  oppo- 
site who  have  not  signed  any  pledge,  dare 
not  oppose  the  influential  journals  which 
have  ptit  them  where  they  are.  Even  the 
King  himself  is  required  to  g^ve  a  pledge 
at  his  Corc»iation.  I  hold  in  my  hand  a 
copy  of  David  Syme,  which  contains  srane 
evidence  that  the  right  honoraUe  membw 
for  East  Sydney  hupself^fte»M«e. 
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,  Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — Surely  the  honor- 
able member  does  not  believe  all  the  state- 
ments ccHitained  in  that  book  ? 

Mr.  BAMFORD. — This  matter  has  been 
referred  to  in  this  House  on  more  than  one 
occasicm,  when  the  right  hcmwable  member 
for  East  Sydney  hau  been  present,  and  the 
statements  which  I  am  about  to  quote  have 
never  been  refuted. 

Mr.  Roberts. — They  are  indorsed  by 
the  present  leader  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Franklin. 

Mr.  BAMFORD.— The  book  contains  a 
highly  eulogistic  preface  by  the  Prime 
Minister.  I  propose  to  read  a  passage 
from  this  most  interesting  work.  I  dare 
say  that  the  book  is  a  household  volume 
by  this  time,  and  that  most  honorable 
members  opposite  know  it  by  heart.  The 
author  states — 

Aaxicms  to  remain  in  office,  Mr.  Reid  de- 
cided to  make  terms  with  the  Age.  He,  therefore 
made  a  proposal  in  writing  to  Syme  (see  Chap. 
XVI.]  for  the  appointment  of  a  Royal  Com- 
mission of  five  citizens,  who  should  not  be 
members  of  Parliament,  hat  competent  business 
men,  and  whose  duty  it  should  be  to  inquire 
into  the  working  of  the  Tariff  and  its  effect 
on  Australian  industries.  Mr.  Reid  verbally 
pledged  himself  to  Syme  to  nominate  a  Pro- 
tectionist Chairman  and  other  members  to  the 
proposed  Commission,  and  to  veto  a  certain 
number  of  names  suggested  by  Mr.  Reid,  or 
his  colleagues.  He  also  undertook  that  the 
Commission  should  not  be  appointed  until  after 
Parliament  rose,  so  as  to  give  plenty  of  time 
for  a  full  discussion  for  its  Constitution,  and 
that  it  should  be  supplied  with  every  facility^ 
when  appointed,  to  perform  its  duties  expediti- 
ously. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — The  bc»x>rable  member 
must  recollect  that  Ambrose  Pratt,  the 
author  of  that  book,  has  a  reputation  as 
a  romancer.  He  has  written  several 
novels. 

Mr.  BAMFORD.— I  wish  the  honorable 
member  would  not  introduce  "Rome"  just 
now.  I  am  gcnng  to  discuss  a  matter  re- 
lating to  Rome  hiter  cm.  In  any  case, 
"  Rome  "  can  answer  for  herself.  The 
book  proceeds- 
David  Syme,  believing  the  ofTer  was  made 
bond  fide,  accepted  it.  The  event  proved  that 
he  had  miscalculated  the  Free  Trade  leader's 
intentions.  Mr.  Reid,  notwithstanding  his 
promise,  did  not  wait  until  the  end  of  the  ses- 
sion, but  (during  one  of  Syme's  temporary  ab- 
sences from  Melbourne)  appointed  a  Commission 
while  Parliament  was  still  sitting,  and  without 
submitting  the  names  of  its  members  for  Syme's 
approval.  The  Royal  Commission  thus  con- 
stitiitci]  was  (despite  Mr.  Reid's  written  agree- 
ment with  Syme)  an  unwieldy  body  of  nine 
persons,  all,  save  one.  politicians  and  mem- 
bers of  Parliament,  .ind  some  Mr.  Reid's  most 
attached  political  adherents. 


Mr.  McWiLLiAMS.— Does  the  honorable 

member  really  believe  that? 

Mr.  BAMFORD.— I  do.  The  state- 
ments I  have  read  have  never  been  con- 
tradicted. 

Mr.  FtiLLER. — I  never  heard  of  that  be- 
fore. 

Mr.  BAMFORD.— I  thought  we  had 
all  read  this  book. 
Mr.  Henry  Willis. — ^We  have  not  read 

the  letter  referred  to. 

Mr.  BAMFORD.— No;  that  was  up  the 
Prime  Minister's  sleeve.  I  believe  that, 
if  the  statement  in  the  book  had  been 
denied,  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Prime 
Minister  to  produce  that  letter. 

Mr.  King  O'Malley. — He  would  not  do 
it  now. 

Mr.  BAMFORD.— Oh,  no ;  not  he  I 
Mr.  King  O'Malley.- The  "  boodliers  " 
have  swallowed  him. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — At  that  time  the  Age  used 
to  write  leading  articles  against  the  idea 
of  parliamentarians  being  on  the  Com- 
mission. 

Mr.  BAMFORD.— That  has  nothing  to 
do  with  my  point,  which  is  this :  The  Agf 
would  not  accept  the  verbal  pledge  of  the 
right  honorable  member  for  East  Sydnev. 
but  insisted  chi  having  his  written  pledge, 
as  stated  in  this  book.  Why  would  not 
the  Age  take  his  word?  Why  was  the 
pledge  necessary  ?  Because  these  pe<^Ie 
do  not  trust  each  other.  Nevertheless,  they 
find  fault  with  our  leaders,  because  we 
are  called  upon  to  pledge  ourselves  to  sup- 
port the  platform  which  we  have  indorsed 
and  have  promised  to  carry  out. 

Mr.  McD  ONALD.  — ^Wi  1 1  the  honorable 
member  read  the  paragraph,  further  oo 
in  the  book,  where  it  is  stated  that  Mr. 
Syme  a«it  the  head  of  the  present  Govern- 
ment up  to  Ballarat  to  give  the  Reid 
Government  notice  to  quit? 

Mr.  BAMFORD. — ^That  has  no&in^  to 
do  with  the  pcnnt  which  I  am  now  making. 
I  have  another  interesting  document  before 
me. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis. — Has  the  hcwior- 
able  member  the  letter  referred  to  in  the 
book  frwn  which  he  has  quoted? 

Mr.  BAMFORD.— I  have  not. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis. — The  honorable 
member  should  produce  the  letter. 

Mr.  BAMFORD.— Here  is  anodwr 
pledge.  It  oxisists  of  a  "rule  for  elec- 
tions, municipal  and  parliamentary/'  and 
it  states — 

Lodges  and  indiTidual  members  are  not  to 
pledge  themselves  to  anr^^p^^^u^j^andidale 
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natil  the  Institution  or  Lodge  hai  officiallj,  de* 
cided. 

The  inference  is  that,  when  the  Lodge  has 
ofiicially  decided,  its  members  must  pledge 
themselves. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — ^What  is  the  honor- 
able member  quoting  from? 

Mr.  BAMFORD. — I  am  quoting  trom 
The  Laws  and  Constitution  of  the  Loyal 
Orange  Institution  of  Tasmania. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — It  is  a  yellow  document, 
but  the  honorable  member  said,  a  little  time 
ago,  that  he  did  not  believe  in  the  yellow 
press. 

Mr.  BAMFORD.— My  point  is  that  we 
have  here  a  political  oiganization  whicb 
demands  frcm  its  adherents  a  pledge  in 
this  shape. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — It  may  assist  the  honor- 
able member  if  I  say  that  I  have  never 
signed  a  pledge  in  my  life,  and  was  never 
asked  to  do  so. 

Mr.  BAMFORD.— Perhaps  the  mem- 
bers of  the  institution  referred  to  have 
more  faith  in  the  honorable  member  than 
other  people  have. 

Mr.'  WiLKS. — They  have  not  been  dis- 
appcnnted  in  their  faith. 

Mr.  BAMFORD.— I  think  I  have  now 
shown  conclusively  that  insisteiKe  upon  a 
pledge  is  not  singular  to  the  Labour  party. 
Almost  every  party,  whether  it  be  political 
or  otherwise,  demands  a  pledge  from  every 
.  person  who  is  expected  to  act  in  accordance 
with  certain  [winciples  which  are  laid  down 
affecting  the  policy  of  the  society  or 
organization.  Therefore,  when  honorable 
members  tax  us  with  being  pledged  they 
have  to  admit  that  we  are  simply  taking 
a  course  which  is  justifiable  and  is  bv  no 
means  condemnatory  of  us.  We  have  a 
right  to  do  it.  We  are  acting  perfectly 
in  confomuty  with  oar  omsdenoe  when  we 
subscribe  to  our  party's  pledge,  and  we 
are  dcnng  nothing  which  is  of  a  revolu- 
tionary or  extraordinary  character. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis. — It  was  Pamell 
who  first  demanded  a  pledge  from  his 
party,  was  it  not? 

Mr.  BAMFORD.— It  was  done  long  be- 
fore Parnell's  time. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis. — Tho  h(Miorable 
member's  party  got  the  Idea  from  Pamell. 

Mr.  BAMFORD.  —  Practically  everv 
member  of  Parliammt  in  the  Old  Country 
gives  pleSges.  Why  should  we  be  in  a 
different  position  from  other  representatives 
of  the  people  ?  A  good  deal  has  been  said 
about  the  land  question.  Some  of  the  re- 
marks which  Have  been  made  have  been  of 


a  very  forcible  character.  But  there  is  still 
scxnething  to"  be  said,  and  I  have  a  few 
words  to  a3d.  Hcmorable  members  oppo- 
site have  condemned  our  land  taxation 
policy,  because  they  say  that  it  is  a  matter 
which  should  be  left  to  the  States,  and  that 
we  are  infringing  upon  State  rights  by  any 
attempt  we  make  in  this  direction.  Our 
object  in  proptKing  to  tax  the  large  estates 
is  to  make  more  land  available  for  our  own 
people,  and  for  those  who  may  come  here 
frtxn  outside.  For  my  own  part,  I  must 
admit  thai  the  land  taxation  proposals  of 
my  party  are  not  nearly  as  drastic  as  I 
think  they  ought  to  be.  Our  proposed  ex- 
emption is  too  high,  and  our  proposed  tax, 
with  a  limit  of  4d.  in  the  is  much  too 
low. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis. — Would  the  honor- 
able member  raise  the  amount  of  the  tax 
and  lower  the  exemption? 

Ur.  BAMFORD.— Yes,  but  still  this  is 
our  policy  now. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Does  the  honorable 
member  sav  that  the  exemption  is  too  high  ? 

Mr.  BAMFORD.— Yes,  and  the  pro- 
posed limit  of  taxatim  is  too  low.  A  tax 
of  4d.  in  the  £1  is  insufficient  to  cover 
some  cases.  The  proposal  of  our  party 
is  for  a  graduated  tax  from  id.  in  the  £t 
up  to  a  limit  of  dd. 

Mr.  Fuller. — What  does  the  honorable 
member  say  the  exempticm  should  be? 

Mr.  BAMFORD,— I  think  that  an  ex- 
emption of  ;£3,ooo  would  be  quite  high 
enough. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis. — There  should  be 
no  exemption  at  all. 

Mr.  BAMFORD. — There  are  honorable 
members  in  this  House  who  would  have  no 
exemption  whatever.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Lang,  for  instance,  who  comes  here 
as  a  Single  Taxer,  is  of  that  opinion. 

Mr.  McWiLUAMs. — We  hare  no  ex- 
emption under  our  land  tax  in  Tasmania, 
but  we  graduate  pretty  heavily.  The  tax 
is  from  Jd.  to  2d.  on  the  capital  value 
of  land,  including  all  improvements. 

Mr.  BAMFORD. — Our  proposal  does 
not  include  improvements.  Our  tax  must 
be  levied  on  the  unimproved  value. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMs.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber will  see  that  in  Tasmania  the  land 
taxation  would  be  very  heavy? 

Mr.  BAMFORD.— With  the  improve- 
ments it  might  be  heavy  in  many  cases. 
I  have  not  yet  seen  any  proposd  which 
has  been  made  by  any  of  the  States.  I  do 
not  know  in  what  direction  the  prwosal  of 
the  Premier  of  J^j^fQ&O^t'^  f«> 
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quite  certain  that  by  the  time  it  has  got 
Uirough  the  Legislative  Cbundl  it  will  have 
be^  so  emasculated  as  to  be  worthless  and 
ineffective. 

Mr.  McWizxLUfs. — If  a  Federal  land 
tax  were  imposed,  would  not  the  land  taxa- 
ti(Xi  in  the  several  States  be  uneven? 

Mr.  BAMFORD.— If  both  the  Com- 
monwealth and  a  State  were  to  tax  the  land 
the  taxation  would  be  very  uneven.  If 
a  Federal  tax  is  imposed,  I  do  not  sup- 
pose that  there  would  be  a  State  tax,  or 
if  there  were,  it  would  be  levied  on  estates 
below  the  value  of  the  nemption  fixed  by 
the  Commonwealth.  For  instance,  all 
estates  to  the  value  of  j£5.ooo  would  be 
taxable  by  the  States,  while  all  estates  over 
that  value  would  be  taxable  by  the  Com- 
monwealth. 

Mr.  iFuLLER. — ^An  estate  would  have  to 
carry  both  Federal  and  State  tans.  That 
is  the  trouble. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — That  would  be 
simply  taking  m«iey  from  a  State  to  give 
it  to  the  Commonwealth. 

Mr.  BAMFORD.— We  do  not  desire 
to  take  any  money  from  the  States.  We 
have  frequently  explained,  both  cm  the 
platform  and  in  the  press,  that  we  do  not 
advocate  this  land  tax  with  a  deare  to 
get  revenue  for  the  Commonwealth.  Our 
idea  is  to  make  the  land  taxation  so  heavy 
that  the  holders  of  large  areas  would  be 
very  ready  to  cut  them  up  into  small  hold- 
ings for  sale,  thus  enabling  people  to 
settle  on  the  land.  It  is  advocated  fw 
pGonomic  purposes,  and  not  for  revenue 
purposes.  If  our  policy  were  effective,  it 
would  yield  no  revenue  to  the  Common- 
wealth, because  immediately  the  value  of 
a  portion  of  land  came  within  the  exemp- 
tion no  re\'enue  would  be  obtained  there- 
from. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — Do  not  the  Labour 
party  prop>ose  to  pay  the  old-age  pensions 
from  the  land  tax  revenue? 

Mr.  BAMFORD.— No;  that  idea  has 
been  mooted  here,  but  is  not  included  in 
our  platform.  That  is  merely  the  view  of 
individual  members  of  the  Labour  party, 
who,  of  course,  are  equally  entitled  with 
honorable  members  on  the  other  side  to  hold 
an  opinion  on  this  question. 

Mr.  Fuller. — It  has  be«i  so  stated  by 
the  Leader  of  the  Labour  partv. 

Mr.  BAMFORD.— Very  likely  it  has 
been,  but  I  might  inforrn  the  honn-able 
member  that  in  many  cases  the  honoraUe 
member  for  Wide  Bay  does  not  lead  me. 
There  are  many  questions  on  which  I  dis- 


agree with  him.  On  questions  outside  titt 
party  platform  my  honorable  friend  wiU 
find  just  as  much  diversity  of  c^nnion 
on  this  side  as  he  will  find  an  his  own  side. 
We  differ  frcxn  each  other  concerning  the 
working  out  of  some  questksis  which  axe 
included  in  the  platform.  We  have  each 
our  own  idea  as  to  the  best  method  to  be 
adopted  to  bring  about  a  certain  resuh. 
Consequently  we  are  not  bound  hard-and- 
fast  by  any  roles  which  may  be  laid 
down  by  any  member  of  the  party.  I  pro- 
pose to  quote  frtxn  a  speech  made  at 
Bathurst  a  little  while  ago  by  Mr. 
McGowen,  in  order  to  show  how  the  land 
policy  of  New  South  Wales  is  operating. 
The  Government  of  that  State  has  boasted 
a  great  deal  that  it  has  been  aUe  to  settle 
a  great  many  persons  cm  the  land  under 
the  closer  settlement  provisions  of  its  law. 
Mr,  McGowen  ptnnts  out  that  the  settle- 
ment referred  to  is  more  ncMninal  than 
actual.  He  cites  a  number  of  estates 
which  were  cut  up  and  sold,  and  the 
amount  of  settlement  resulting  therefrom. 
He  says — 

Taking  the  first  period  from  1904  till  1907, 
when  Mr.  Ashton  was  Minister  for  Lands,  &e 
first  estate  to  be  cut  up  wag  Myall  Creek.  This 
was  divided  into  134  farms  at  a  cost  of 
^^162,384,  aod  the  average  coit  to  each  farmer 
was  £i,2i3. 

Incidentally  we  are  inviting  persixis  in  the 
Old  Country  to  come  hue  and  taie  up 
farms.  How  are  persois  who  come  hoe 
as  assisted  immigrants  to  take  up  a  farm 
whi<^  would  cost  £,1,212?  That  is  in 
impossibility.  Our  policy  in  r^ard  to 
land,  like  the  policy  of  the  States  in  regard 
to  inimi<;ration,  is  an  absolute  farce.  Mr. 
McGowen  continues — 

Then  GobbogumbaliD  was  divided  into  tj; 
farms  at  a  cost  to  the  State  of  /a36,rio,  tke 
average  co&t  to  each  settler  being  ^11723.  Tbn* 
they  saw  the  cost  to  the  man  on  the  land  lud 
gone  up  from  £\,2i»  to  ;^i(7a3-  Marrar  w«* 
put  up  into  45  farms  at  a  cost  to  the  State  of 
;^77,i74,  and  the  average  cost  to  each  famtf 
v'^s  :6i>7'5-  ^"  period  of  Mr.  Asbbn'i 
I>olicy  316  farms  had  been  provided  at  a  ooM 
to  the  Stcitc  of  ^475)668,  aod  an  average  co»i 
to  each  settler  of  a  1,505- 

He  mentions  a  number  of  other  cases  which 
I  do  not  need  to  cite,  because  they  all  tend 
to  show  the  enormous  cost  of  each  estate  to 
the  farmer,  and  how  impossible  it  would  be 
for  a  man  without  a  good  deal  of  capital 
to  settle  on  any  portion  of  it. 

Mr.  Sinclair. — How  would  the  honor- 
able member  reduce  the  cost  price  of  land 
in  such  cases?  i^r\n\c* 
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Archer,  E.  W.,  Cafrieomia  ■ 

Constitution    Alteration    Ib'mnnce)    Bill,  m., 
379* 

Defence  Bill,  com.,  (Military  College),  493^ 

|-:ic:.tttril  Rolls,  q.,  7228 

I  lahing  Grounds,  Queensland,  q.,  7235 

Hign  Commissioner  Bill,  com.^  (salary),  3565 

Mails  to  Outlying  Settlements,  g.,  1521 

Northern  Territory  Acceptance  Bill,  aR.,  4339 

Old-age  Pensions,  adj.t  1718 

Pairs,  ad].,  1396 

Port  Curtis,  f.,  5340 

Sugar'  Industry : 
Bounty  and  Excise,  supfly,  4290-1. 
Commission  of  Inquiry,  g.,  4328 
Production  by  White  and  Black  Labour,  j., 
4653 

Supply  Bill  (No.  3},  com.,  4390 

Atkinson,  Mr.  L..  Wilmot: 
Constitution    Alteration   (Finance)    Bill,  m., 
3347 

Cornsacks,  Size  of,        131  <; ;  adj.,  1722; 

1783 
Defence  • 

Kxamioation  Pnradcs,  g.,  3606 

Officers'  ICx.iminations,  g.,  3606 
Defence  Bill,  com.,  (Naval  Voluixteer  Forces], 

4672,  4676 ;  (persons  liable  to  be  trained), 

4768;   (penalty   for  evading  service),  4869, 

4873;  (Military  College),  4S85 
Hansard  Reprints,   m.,  21 10,  2124 
High    Commissioner    Bill,    aR.,    3080;  com., 

(High  Commissioner),  3186 
Inter-State  Produce  Shipments,  inspection  of, 

adj.,  6487;  J.,  6979 
Ministry  : 

(Deakin)  No-Confidence,  m.,  on;  exfl.,  982 
Northern  Territory  Acceptance  Bi!I,  2B.,433o; 

com.  (definition),  4657 
Old-age  Pensions,  g,  2500 
Potato   Blight,   g.,   1317;   adj.,    r95r,  2605, 

3766;  ff.,  5424 
Printing  Committee,  Report,  m.,  2110,  2134 
Supply  : 

Workii  and  Buildings  :  (Trade  and  Customs), 

Tasmanian  Mail  Service,  g.,  4251,  5776 
Trawler,  suffly,  3589 
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Bamford,  Hon.  F.  W.,  Eerbert: 

Adjournment,  Special,        3809;  g.,  5051  [f.o., 

5167J  J  exfl.,  5169 
Business,  Private  Memben'.  m.,  3488,  3492) 

iP-o-y  3493) 

Coinage  Bill,  com.  (coins),  2184;  (legal  tender), 

3198 

Cun^titution  Alteration  (Finance)  Bill,  exfl., 
5803 

'  ...-nsacks,  Stie  of,  g.,  2861 

Defence  : 
Bayonets,  g.,  4956-7 
Kitchener,  Lord,  Visit  of,  5709 
Magnetic  Island,  Fortification  of,  suffly, 
3744 

Rifle  Ranges,  supply.  2743 

Rifle  Stocks,  Australian  woods  for,  3154 

Stannary  Hills  Rifle  Club,  suffly,  2744 
Defence  Bill,  com.,  (persons  liable  to  serve), 

4747 ;  (military  canteens),  4990 
Dillon,  Rev.  D.  H.,  Speecb  of,  ex^.,  1416 
Electoral  : 

Ballot-boxes,  4929 

Enrolment  claims,  suffly,  4266 

Rolls,  supply,  4266;  g.,  7065 

Subdivisional  Returning  Officers,  g.,  3960 

Voting  Miicliines,  g.,  2861 
Electoral  Bill,  2B.,  5733,  com,  (application  for 

postal    vote    certificate    and  ballot-paper), 

5S-15<    5848;    (newspaper    reports),    6134 ; 

rec'om.  fhorse  and  carriage  hire),  6383;  3£., 

6386 

Hansard  Reprints,        2125,  2127 

Invalid    and    Old-age    Pensions    Bill,  com- 

(natural  ized     subjects) ,    1 576 ;     cons.  mes. 

(naturalized  Asiatics),  2231 
Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  (Income)  Bill, 

f..  6368;  m.,  6371 
Life  Assurance  Commission,  5339 
Ministry  : 

iDeakin),  No-Confidence,  m.,  1217 
'osition  of,  g.,  3510 
Naval  Loan  Bill,  2R.,  67x9 
Newcastle  Coal  Miners'  Strike,  g.,  5775;  tfrf/., 

6488;  q.,  7333 
New  South  Wales  Wori:er,  exfl.,  6460 
Northern  Territory  Acceptance  Bill,  aR,,  463a 
Officers'  Compensation  BilL^.,  6564 
Old-age  Pension^.^y^jj^(5|gfg|^ 
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Bamford,  Hon.  F.  Yi.—eontinued. 
Postmaster-General's  Department  : 
Brisbaae  to  Cooktown   Mail    Service,  q., 

6867,  7067 
Cape  York  Telegraph  Line,  g.,  4^51 
HerbertoQ,  Post-office  Site,  tmffiy,  2748 
Mungana  Post  Office,  supfly,  6034 
Private  Letter  Boxes,  a.,  3358 
Queensland  Coastal  Mail  Service,  'g.,  6867, 

7067 

Townsville  to  Ayr  Telephone  line,  luffly, 

6034  ' 
Wire,  Copper,  suffly,  6034 
Wireless  commuQication  between  Cape  York 

and  Port  Moresby,  f.,  ^229 
Zillmanton,   Postal   facilities    at,  suffly, 

6034 

Prayer,  Wording  of,  q.,  1784 
Printing  Ccxnmittee  : 

Petitions,  m.,  tos8 

Report  of,  m.,  983,  aias,  aia? 
Referendum     (Constitution    Alteration)  Bill, 

com.  (anangementa  where  referendum  and 

election  are  hel<(  on  same  day),  6478 
Seamen's  Compensation  Bill,  6537 
Speaker,  Election  of,  1671 
Statutory  Rules  and  Regulatiota,  tidj-t  4651, 

4955  J  o^t  *  5844 
Sugar  Industry  : 

Coloured  Aliens  in,  m.,  4745 

Royal  Commission,  q.,  5776,  6537,  7066 
Supply  Bill  (No,  3),  m.,  4266 
Supply  : 

Works   and    Buildings :    (Defence),    3743 ; 
(Post  and  Telegraphs),  a748 

Tariff  Anomalies  and  Additional  Duties,  m., 
2965 

Thursday  Island,  Papuans  at.  q.,  1866*  1901 ; 
Employment  of  Coloured  Labour,  q.,  3258, 

3509 

Unification,  q.,  2128,  220ji 


Batchelor,  Hon,  E.  L.,  Boothby: 

Adjournment,  Special,  m.,  359,  3340 
Advertising  Australia,  q.,  iia;  tuffly,  631 
Audit  Bill,  3K.,  i8ga 

Bills  of  E\cli;inge  Hill,  com.  (parts),  jo^i) 

Budget,  supply,  599 ;  2S83 

Business,  Older  of,  m.,  3053;  Private  Mem- 
bers', m.,  3497;  3502;  adj.t  4651;  Postpone, 
mcot  of,  M.,  4668 

Clarion,  Special  Issue  of  the,  suffly,  6ai 

Clerk,  Duties  of  the,  when  Chairman,  1817 

Closvire,  m.,  3503;  f.o.,  3611 

Coina^je  Bill,  ax.,  2180;  com.  (lcf;al  tender). 
2207 ;  eons.  mes.  (powers  oi  GoweraOT- 
General),  2773,  2774,  2791 

Constitution  Alteration  (Finance]  Bill,  m., 
4052,  4070;  corn.  (State  debts),  5660.  \See 
Financial  Relations,  Commonwealth  .  and 
States;  also  Premiers'  Conference] 

Customs  Laboratory,  Victoria,  tuffly,  3587 

Defence  : 

Uiltttry   Headquarters,    Adelaide,  tmffty, 

2745;  water     filter,  q.,  6631 

Navnl  Subsidy,  27* 

Small  Arms  Factory,  Apporntmenls,  q.,  2861 
Defence  Bill,  m.s.o.,  {f.o.,  3611);  2I1.,  4566; 
com.  (persons  liable  to  serve),  4751 


Batchelor,  Hon.  E.  1..—€Btainued. 
Dissent  from  ruling  : 
Private  member  cannot  increase  charge  ox 
burden  on  the  people  (Invalid  and  Old-age 
Pensions  Bill),  m.,  1435,  1456 
Standing  Orders  (Suspension  of),  m.,  3669 
Electoral  Divisions,  W.A.,  Redistribution  of, 
6153 

Electoral  Bill,  2R.,  5462;  com.,  (dtsordexly 
conduct  at  public  meetings),  6283,  6291  ;  (de- 
posit), 6299 

Financial  Relations,  Commonwealth  and  States, 
Budget,  3883.  [Set  Constitution  Alteration 
(Finance)  Bill;  also  Premiers'  Conference] 

Financial  Year,  Termination  of,  suffly,  ^qg 

Hansard  Reprints,  q.,  3769 

High  Commissioner  Bill,  aR.,  3064 ;  eom. 
(High  Commissioaer),  3185 ;  eout.  amdts. 
(not  to  hold  otiier  oflkes),  6637 

Immigration  : 
Contract  Immigrants,  adj.,  863 
Encouragement  of,  sufflyt  622<28,  7073 
Japanese  Doctor  for  Broome,  suffly,  3693 

Immigration  Restriction  Act,  Administrntion 
of.  suffly,  7073-3 

Invalid  and  OId-a)*e  Pensions  Bill,  2s.,  i3i;8; 
cof.  (naturalized  subjects),  1574,  1576;  {re- 
sidence in  territory  under  Commonwealth 
authority),  1580 ;  cons.  mes.  (naturalized 
Asiatics),  2229,  2236,  2240,  2247 

Land  Tax,  Progressive,  supply,  623-28 

Naval  Loan  Bill,  aK.,  6671 

New  Hebrides,  Rebates  on  Maize  and  Coffee, 

supply,  7072 
New  Zealand  and    South    African  Customs 

Agreement,  ad;.,  1303 
Northern  Territory  Acceptance  Bill,  sk.,  4579; 

adj.,  4651;  com.  (definition),  4659;  q.,  571a 
Northern  Territory,  Position  of,  ad;.,  6985 
Old-age  Pensions,  suffly,  598 
Papua  : 

Importations  from,  suffly,  7072 
Native  Women,  Employment  of,  q.,  5S05 
Parliamentary  Buildin(;s,  Sewering  oi,  stiffly, 

601 

Postmaster-General's  Department : 
loter-State  Telegraph  Lines :  Linemen,  g.', 

5776 

Norwood  Telephone  Exchange,  suffly,  2747 
Officials,  Work  of,  suffly,  599 
St.  Peter's  Post  Office,  suffly,  3747 
Telephones,  q.,  2946 
Telephone  Subscribers,  S.A.,  q.,  5711 
Premiers'  Conference,   m.,  2145 ;  adj.,  t-^o. 
\_See  Constitution  Alteration  (Finance)  Bill; 
also  Financial  Relations,  Commonwealth  and 
States] 

Public  Service  Payments,  q.,  3309 

Sittings  of  House,  q.,  4040 

Speaker,  Election  of,  m.,  1670  [f-o.,  1706) 

Supply  Bill  (No.  i),  at.,  598;  ^em.  (sdkcdule), 

601,  6ai 
Supply  Bill  (No.  a),  q.,  3605 
Supply  : 

External  Affairs:  (Uisoeltaneous),  7071 
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Victoria: 

Adjoumment,  Special,  m.,  339,  3453 
Advertising  Australia,  sufflft  609,  700,  7145 
Advertising  Editor,  suffiy,  5508 
AfricuUiiral   Implement    Iila£en'  ^Bploy^s' 
Union,  m.,  2941,  3338:  y.,  3409;  sufflf. 

Appropriation  Bill,  mj.o.^  "'19!  7>4o; 
cam.  {First  Sctedule),  7141;  The  Parliunent 
(Archivist),  JUi^i  Extemal  Alhirs  :  (Papua) 
7J45,  (Advertising  Resouices  of  Common- 
wealth) 7147,  (Repatriation  at  Australians) 
7147;  Attorney-General:  (Agricultural  Im- 
plement Makers'  Employes)  7152,  R^tstrars 
of  Court  of  CoBciliation  and  Arbitration) 
7156;  Treasury;  (Old-age  Pensions)  7157, 
7158,  7160,  {Government  Printing  Once) 
7160,  7161,  (Governor>Gcneral)  7161,  (Stomp- 
printtng  Branch)  7162;  Trade  and  Customs: 
(Patent  Office)  716s,  (Commonwealth 
Cheques)  7166 

Archivist,  suffly,  7143^ 

Audit  Bill,  32.,  2265;  com.  (obligations  out- 
side the  Commonwealth),  3366 

.\uditor •General's  Report,  j.,  6197 

Australian  Industries  Preservation  Act,  365, 
307.  536.  1366 

Australian  Industries  Preservation  Bill,  ib/., 
iR.,  1369;  m.s.o.^  r37o;  m.,  1375;  as., 
'393;  com.  (unfair  concessions),  1640,  1643, 
1648,  r654,  r65S,  *65*.  '658;  (restraint  of 
freedom  of  contract),  1665;  ad.  rep.,  1746; 
3R.,  1853,  J857;  g.,  6691;  m.s.o.,  7330; 
ecu/.  aMdts.  (unfair  concessions),  7*20,  722r, 
7223 ;  (disobedience  of  injunction).  7326 ; 
(civil  proceedings  ior  recovery  of  penalties), 
7226 

Australian  Timbers,  suf-piy,  55*0 

Bills  of  Exchange  Bill,  m.s.o..  7ar4;  cons, 
amdts.  (inchoate  instruments),  7214;  (noting 
or  protest  of  Bill),  7314;  (presentment  of 
cheque),  7214;  (protection  of  banker),  7215; 
(computation  of  time),  7316;  (First 
Schedule),  7216 

Bills  of  lulling,  q.,  ^tyjo 

Bounties  Act,  q.,  3107 

Bud};et,  sufply,  647,  689;  q.,  2147,  2351-2; 
**S4»  a9»5 

Busmess,  Postponement  of,  m,  5310,  5318 
Chinese  in  Australia,  g.,  4123 
Cigar.leaf  Growers,  Texas,   Queensland,  g 
7122,  7210 

Commonwealth  Cheques,  Exchange  on,  tui. 
fly.  7*66 

Confectionery  Combine,  q.,  3739,  rgcc,  4133, 
5004 

<'onstitution  Alteration  (State  DAts)  Bill,  3B.. 

6507;  w. (.£7.,  65r();  m.,  6^19  {see  Financial 
Kelaiions,  Commonwealth  and  States,  also 
Premiers'  Conference) 

Constitution  Alteration  (Indiistrial  Conditions) 
Bill,  JR.,  53^5 

Craig,  Case  of  Mr.  J.  R.,  q.,  4206 

Customs  Department :  Female  Employes,  tf., 

2509 
Defence  : 

Dreadnought,     Presentation     of,  Budget, 
2916-7 

Imperial  Conference,  Budget,  2915 
Naval  Policy,  Budget,  24^6 

Excise  Tariff  (Agricultural  Machinery)  Act, 
q.,  147a,  1636 


Best,  Senator  Hon.  Sir  R.  V.'.,  K.C.M.G.— 
iinued. 

Excise  Tariff  (Spirits)  Act,  q.,  1364 
Expenditure,  Budget,  3455,  2921-^ 
Fibre  Deposits,  Spencer's  Golf,  g..  337a 
Financial  Relations,  Commonwealth  and  States, 
Budget,  3917-30.    [See  Constimttoa  Altera- 
tion (State  Debts,  Bill;  alsc  Premiers'  Con- 
ference] 

Fisher  Ministry,  Withdrawal  of  Liberal  Sop- 
port,  q.,  136^ 
Goveroment  Printing  Office,  suffly,  7i6oj  7161 
Governor-General,     Railway    TraveliiBg  Ex- 
penses, sufffy,  7161 
Immigration : 
Contract  Immigrants,  q.,  1471,  3o68 
Immigration  Restriction  Act,  q.,  1472 
Immoral  Literature,  Importation  of,  q,,  5288 
Industrial  Disputes,  j.^  3703 
Indastries :  Free  Import*,  4307 
Inter-State  Commission   Bill,   IR.,  4009;  sK., 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  (locome)  Bill. 
6519,  6521  ;  3R,,  6797 

Ligbtkouses  Bill,  int.,  1378;  m.t.e.,  1378;  m., 
1379;  32.,  3263,  2629-32;  C9m.  (acqntaition  of 
ligtitbouses),  2633,  2634;  (power  to  erect  or 
alter  lighthouseb),  2706;  (lights  and  marks), 
2708;  (light  dues),  3711,  3713 

Loan  Redemption,  q.,  4415 

Manapouri,  s.s,,  State  Subsidy  to,  q.,  4124 

Marine  Insurance  Bill,  21.,  4720;  esm.  (water- 
ing or  gaming  contracts),  5235 ;  (contract 
must  be  embodied  in  policy),  5237;  (voyage 
aod  time  policies),  5237;  (alteration  of  port 
of  departure),  5238 

Uolns^es,  Importation  of.  q.. 

Newspaper  Trust,  f.,  536,  1,^66 

New  Zealand  and  South  African  Customs 
Agreement,  y.,  1S31,  4305,  7030 

Northern  Territory  Acceptance  Bill,  sfi.,  6593; 
q.,  6705;  com.  (ratification  of  Agreement), 
6S^9;  q.y  7030,  70JI 

Xofthern  Territory  : 

League,  q.,  6199,  66q2  ;  m.,  6199 
Cotton  Growing  in,  q.,  7021 

Officers'  Compensation  Bill,  m.s.o.,  iS.  and 
2R.,  7216,  7217 ;  com.  (payments  to  be 
made),  7218 

Old-age  Pensions,  Budget,  2455 ;  suffly,  5510, 
7^57>  ""58.  7160;  "Watson  Miners  Sustentn- 
tion  Fund,  BendiRO,  q.,  6584 

Opium  :  s.s.  Alienierm,  q.,  2356 

Pairs,  adj.,  t66y 

Papua  : 

Administrator,  Leave  of   Absence  to,  suf- 

fh>  7»45 
Coffee,  Export  of,  q.,  1636 
Craig,  Case  of,  f.,  4206 
Imports  from,  q.^  2905 

Planters,  Representation  in  Council,  f.,  1955 
Patents  Bill,  int.,  1616:  2K.,  2257,  2610,  m., 
2613;  com.  (recovery  of  costs),  2619;  (im- 
properly describing  any  office  as  Patent 
Office),  3630;  (fees).  3611,  2624;  (renewal 
fee),  26^5;  m.s.e.,  7023;  eoxs.  amdts  (provi- 
^nal  spcrilications),  7057;  (patents  worked 
outside  Com nxm weal t)>),  7057,  7061  ;  (threats 
far  alleged  infringement  rf  patent),  7063; 
^ameiulment  of  second  schedule  of  principal 
Act),  706a,  706.1 
Patents  Office  :   Fines,         5070,  6198;  Fees, 

q.,  6692 ;  Administration,  supfly,  7165 
Phosphatic  Deposits,^Bourg^^('^o7 
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Best,  Senator  Hon.  Sir  R.  W.,  K.C.H.G.— fM- 

tinued. 

Political  Parties,  Fusion  of,  q.,  958 

Posta I   Commission,   o. ,  5863 

Postmaster-General's  Department : 
Casual  Employes,  suffly,  770 
Mails,  Detention  of,  q.,  3055,  2256 

Potato  niight,  adj.,  2732 

Premiers'  Conference,  Budget,  2920;  Report 
of  Proceedings  of,  m.y  4206.  [See  Consti- 
tution Alteration  (State  Debts)  Bill  j  also 
Financial  Relations,  Commonwealth  and 
States] 

Press  Cable  Service,  m.,  4830 

Printing;  Select  Committee,  m.,  X768;  Prison 

Labour,  q.,  2609,  2995 

Quarantine  Act :  Rats,  q.,  1471 ;  Detention 
of  Mails,  q.,  2055,  2236,  4009 

Questions,  Postponement  of,  q.,  537 

Repatriation  of  Australians,  suffly,  7147 

Revenue : 
Customs  and  Excise,  Budget  2455 

Senate,  Call  of,  m.,  6519 

Speaker,  Holder,  Mr.,  illness  of,  ehs.,  1628-9 

Stamp  Printing  Dcpartme^t,  Female  Em- 
ployes in,  suffly,  4318;  a.,  5502;  suffly, 
55"»  5517.  S52i»  5522.  5526;  q.,  6584,  7020; 
suffly,  7162 

Standard  of  Emfire  Contract,  suffly,  700 

Standing  Orders,  m.,  33191  33ao 

Standing  Orders  Committee,  q.,  3147 

State  Debts,  ff.,  441^ 

Steam-ship   Companies   and   Coal  Merchants 

Affiliation,  q.,  365,  307,  1366 
Sunshine  tlarrester  Company  Employes,  q.. 

Supply  Bill  (No.  x),  iR,,  647:  com.  (appropria- 
tion), 68q;  schedule,  699,  700,  770 
Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  com.,  (schedule),  4318 
Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  m.s.o.,  550:!,  5507;  as., 
5507 ;    com.    (schedule),    5508,   5510,  5513, 
^  55^7.  5S2I,  5522,  5526 
Supply,  Term  of  Grant,  suffly,  648 
Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  ir.,  6937,  zb.,  7040 
Symon,  Senator,  Speech  of,  7.,  1040.  1364 
Tariff  : 

Aeroplane,  Duty  on,  q.,  5968 

Anomalies,  q.,  305,  1368 

British  Preference,  q.',  4108 

Dynamite,  Preference  to,  o.,  3915 

Pamphlets,  Duty  on,  q.,  1831 
Timber  Workers'  Union,  y.,  3509 
Tobacco  Industry,  q.,  3107,  3410,  5860,  4134, 

adj.,  4409 
Trade  Marks  Act,  q.,  5501 
Trawler,  q    1362,  r470,  3352,  5096,  5216 
Treasury  Bonds,  Budget,  3455 
Victorian  Irrigable  Areas,  q.',  4701 
Victorian  Brandy  and  Whisky,  q.,  1364 
Waratah,  s.s.^  q.,  3813,  2905,  2995.  3097 ;  ois., 

7219 

jlowden,  Mr.  E.  E.,  Nepean: 

Advertising  Australia,  q.,  tia 

Australia,  Map  of,  q.,  1785 

Bills  of  Exchange  Bill,  com.  (noting  or  pro- 
test of  Bill),  6646;  (liability  of  drawer  or 
indorser),  6646 ;  (protection  of  banker), 
6652;  (protMt  where  notary  not  accessible). 

Constitution  Alteration  (Finance)  Bill,  m., 
4180 


Bowden,  Mr.  E.  K. — continued. 
Defence : 

Kitchener,  Lord,  Visit  of,  q.,  3767, 4623,  5709 
Liverpool  Military  Reserve,  q.,  4351,  5185; 

suffly,  6037 

Military  :  Reserve,  Liverpool,  q.,  3154,  suf- 
fly, 3381 ;  Camp,  Liverptool,  q.,  6350 

Small  Arms  Factory,  q.,  2945 
Defence  Bill,  com.,  (persons  liable  to  serve), 

47461  (cadets),  4757 
Electoral  Enrolment  Claims,  q.,  4338 
■  Electoral  Bill,  com.  (electors  who  are  illiterate 

nr  physirally  incapacitated),  6067;  (rent  of 

halls),  6068,  6073,  6131 
Federal  Capital  Site,  q.,  2768,  2860.  [See 

Seat  of  Government  Acceptance  Bill] 
Foreign  Insurance  Companies,  3710 
Hansard  Reprints,  m.,  2095 
High  Commissioner  Bill,  com.  (salary),  3565 
Hoskins,  Messrs.  G.  and  C,  Ltd.,  Supply  of 

Iron  by,  adj.,  6080 
International  Conference,  q.,  4453 
Library,  Petherick  Collection,  suffly,  2899 
Marine    Insurance    Bill,    com.,    (liabilities  to 

third    parties),    4189;    (reference    to  cover 

note),  41 91 

Nav.il  Loan  Bill,  com.  (sinkine  fund),  6913 

Northern  Territory,  adj.,  6988 

Northern  Territory  Acceptance  Bill,  aa.,  3042; 

rec^m.,  5923;  3R.,  5966 
Old-age  Pensions,  suffly,  S97 
Papua : 

Native  Women,  Employment  of,  q.,  17S8 
Thoresby   Murder  Trial,  q.,  1315 

Parliament  Library,  suffly,  2899 

Patents  Bill.  com.  (contracts  of  service),  Tors 

Postmaster-General's  Department  : 
Associations,  Recognition  of,  q.,  tyA 
Copper  Wire,  suffly.  6036;  q.,  6979 
Junior  Instrument  Fitters,  q.  4357 
Katoomba  Trunk  Telephone  Line,  supfly, 
6035 

Moore,  Mr.,  case  of,  q.,  152a 

Penrith  and  Glenbrook,  Telephone  Connexion 

between,  suffly,  6036 
Penrith    Hospital    and    Railway  Station, 

Telephone    Connexion    between,  tupfly. 

Telephone  Guarantees,  suffly,  3381 
Post  and  Telegraph  (Recording  Machines)  Bill, 

SR.,  4591 

Pres5_  Conference,  q.,  1784 

Printing  Committee,  Report,  m.,  209^ 

Prorogation,  q.,  6368 

Seat   of   Government   Acceptance    Bill,  cam. 

(continuation  of  laws),  6471.    [See  Federal 

Capital  Site] 
Supply  Bill  (No.  i),  2R.,  ^97 
Supply  Bill   (No.  2),  m.,  3381 
Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  3R.,  6923 

Brown,  Mr.  J.  T.,  Indi 
Agricultural  Society's  Show,  adj.,  2903 
Contract  Immigrants,  adj.,  5911 
High  Commissioner  Bill,  3R.,  3069 
Kitchener  Camps,  q,,  7065 
Melbourne  Cu^.,  adj.,  5002 
Naval  Loan  Bill,  SR.,  6755. 
Ministry  : 

(Deakiii),  No-Confidence  division,  ^.o.,  939; 
e.vfi.,  130a 

Northern  Territory  Acceptance  Bill,  com.  (ob- 
ligations of  Commonweal ifa),  5840;  reeom., 
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Brown,  Hon.  T.,  CaXaTe: 
Australian   Industries  Preservaiion  Bill,  aK., 

Books,  Prohibition  of,  g.,  iia 
Budget,  supply,  534,  596;  q.,  1313 
Business,  Private  Members,  m.,  3486 
Clothing  Factory,  f.,  2653 
Coinage,  supply^  705(9 

Constitution    Alteration    (Finance)    Bill,  m., 
410a,   4161 ;   eom.    (financial    relations  of 
States    and    Commonwealth),  5386. 
Financial    Relations,    CommonwCRlth  and 
States] 

Customs  Taxation,  adj.,  7295 
Defence : 

Australian  Warships,  Names  for,  g.,  5713 
Condobolin  Light  Horse,  supply,  3385 
Daly,  Sergeant-Major,  Case  of,  adj.,  1361 ; 

g.,   1524,   irjoi,  2299,  3509,  3807,  4613; 

adj.,  4650 
Encampments,  supply,  7173 
Forbes  Rifle  Club,  supply,  2598 
Military  and  Naval,  adj.,  7295-6 
Molong  Rifle  Range,  g.,  256a ;  supply,  2598 
Naval,  Australian  Unit,  m.  {p.o.,  6356,  6259) 
Rifle  Clubs,  Equipment  of,  supply,  639 
Rifle  Ranges,  supply,  7174 
Torpedo  Boat  Destroyers,    names   of,  g.. 

Defence  Bill,  sr.,  4567;  com.     (regal ationsW' 
4876;    (Military   College),   4886;  (Milil^ 
Canteens],  4997;  reeom.,  5062  ^ 

Dissent  from  ruling:  Private  membe^ cannot 
increase  charge  or  burden  on  pupie  (In- 
valid and  Old-age  Pensions  BiXjXlm.,.  1455 

Electoral :  / 
Administration,  adj.,  3711-^/ 
Divisional  Returning  OfBcejV  o.,  Vea*;  adj., 

3604;        S7IO  r  * 

Rolls,  q.,  1419;  supply^  ^tjQ 

Electoral  Bill,  21..  573jis,  (application 
for  postal  vote  certifi/^^te  and  postal  ballot- 
paper),  6o6r,  6063;  (^electors  who  are  illiter- 
ate  or  physically  irjrtapacitated),  6067;  (horse 
and  carnage  hiifc),  6069,  607a;  (rent  of 
halls),  6121 :  (cjiQdidates),  6133;  (persons  to 
whom  postal  jvote  certificates  and  ballot- 
papers  are/fJsued),  6260;  (complaints  of 
breaches  C(f  i^w),  6260,  6262,  6266;  (dis- 
orderly  ctj^ndu^-t  meetings),  6274;  (deposit), 
0^99;  (Electoral  divisions),  6304;  (distribu- 
h  n  \  ^  Commissioners),  6309;  (charges  for 

J*t'.n%tes,  supply,  ,38a 

'^^^STse  Tariff  (Agricultural  Machinery)  Act, 
,  ■*  'sup^y,  7104-6 
Federal  Capital  Site,  supply,  7107 
Financial  Relations,  Commonwealth  and  States, 

adj.,    7295.     [See    Constitution  Alteration 

(Finance)  Bill] 
Hansard  Reprints,  adj.,  1717;  m.,  aii8,  2195 
Harvester  Commission, '  supply,  7100,  7105-6 
High  Commissioner,  g.,  7235 
High  Commissioner  Bill,  eom.  (Duties),  3552; 

eons,  amdts.  (not  to  hold  other  offices),  6639 
Immigration  : 

Administration,  supply,  7073 

Contract  Immigrants,  adj.,  1830 

Land  for  Immigrants,  supply,  7078 
Immigration  Restriction  Act,  supply,  7074 
Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  2B.,  13461 

et»s.  mes.  (natnraliicd  Asiatics),  2233,  2344 


Brown,  Hon.  T.— continued. 
Invalid  and   Old-age  Pensions  (Income)  Bill, 
"■■>  6373 ;  eom.  (amendment  of  definition  of 
income  "),  6376 

Melbourne  Cup,  expl.,  5051 
Ministry  : 

(Deakin),   No-Confidence,   in.,  1285 
(Fisher),  Work  of,  adj.,  204-6 
Position  of,  adj.,  204 

Naval  Loan  Bill,  2H.,  6786 

New  Protection,  adj.,  7294-5 

Northern  Territory  Acceptance  Bill,  eom.  (de- 
finition), 4647 ;  (obligations  of  Common- 
wealth], 5820 

Officers'  Compensation  Bill,    m.,  6563;  3>., 

Opium,  Importation  of,  g.,  1781 
Papuan  Natives,  Protection  of,  g.,  5805 
Patents  Dill,  eom.  (patents   worked  ontsida 

Commonwealth),  7009,  7011;   (contracts  of 

service),  7014,  7015,  7016 

Pensions  : 
Invalid,  supply,  7096;  adj^  7294 
OIiI-ag<^,-j«^;^^,  597;  adj.,  TS30;  tf.,  3129; 
/idf.,   2452;   supply,   2700-2,  33»5*7: 
3^57  ;  4066;  supply,  4268;  5454; 

supply,  7097;  ad;.,  7294 
Postal  Commission,  printing,  supply,  7100 
Postmastcr-Cencral's  Department  : 
Appointments,  supply,  7186 
Country  Mail  Facilities,  supply,  7187 
Examinations,  g.,  4928 
Inadequacy  of  Stan,  supply,  5110 
Increments,  q.,  45^1 

Manildra  and  Cudal  Telephone  Line,  euf- 
ply,  4270 

Moree  Post-office  :  Charge  gainst  a  Postal 

Assistant,  g.,  4039 
Motor  Mail  Vans,        2298,  ^406 
Officers,  General  Division,  supply,  7188 
Overtime,  q.,  5426;  supjfiy,  5442 
Postal  and  Telephonic  Facilities  in  Country 

Centres,  supfly,  643,  3384-5 
Postal  Works,  Delay  in  executing,  suftty^ 

Siio,  7186 
Promotion  Tests,  supply,  5111,  5441-2 
Supervising  Staff,  supply,  5111,  5441 
Telegraph  Messengers  and  Linemen,  a.,  4351 
Telegraph  Messengers,  Retirement  of,  adj., 

6424 

Telegraphists,  Sydney  and  Melbourne,  g., 

3020;  supply,  5441' 
Telephone  Service,  "  Purchase  "  system,  m., 

7172 

Telephones :  Attendants,  Public  Holidays, 
q-,  37*4;  ff'fth'  5442:  InstrumenU,  ff., 
37>S«  4453  J  Poles,  g.,  1310;  Services,  g., 
6369;  Flat  and  Toll  Rates,  q.,  6980 

Typewriting  Machines,  Allowance  for,  sfip- 

ply,  5441 

Walli  and  Woodstock  Telephone  Line,  suf' 
ply,  4270 

Y<fraaderie  Contract  Post-office,  q.,  4624 
Post    and    Telegraph    (Recording  Hechinea) 

Bill,  as.,  4592 

Potato  Blight,  adj.,  1953 

Printing  Committee,  Report,  m.,  aii8,  2125 

Public  Service  : 
Administration,  q.,  2205^ 
Public  Holidi^.^,,^.^^^QQg|e 
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Brown,  Hon.  T. — continued. 

Public  Service  (Commissioner's  SaUry)  Bill, 
adj.,  5286,  64*4;  a)L,  6576;  ccm.  (long- 
service  increments),  6583;  (ameadmeat  of 
third  scbedule),  6583;  efftu.  amdtt.  (employ* 
ment  of  telegraph  messengers),  7353 

Questions,  Disorderly,  q.,  4040 

Rc-VoCes,  suffly,  2395,  3600-1 

Seamen's  Compeosation  Bill,  com.  (eompen8a< 
tion' for  personal  injuries  to  seamen),  693a 

Speaker,  Election  of,  m.,  1712 

Superannuation  Scheme,  iuf^y,  3383 

Supply  Bill  (No.  1),  m.,  533;  aR.,  596;  tarn. 
(schedule),  639 

Supply  Bill  (No.  a),  m.,  338a 

Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  M.,  4268 

Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  544> 

Supply,  Terra  of  Grant,  smf-^j^  €xfl.t  536 

Supply  : 

Defence  (Camps,  New  South  Wales),  7173 
External  AfTairs  (Miscellaneous).  7073,  7074, 
7078 

Home  Affairs  (Administrative),  7107 
Postmaster-GeneraMTentral  Stafi),  7186 
Treasury.  .\TrCt  T^nWrT^^Sc^  (Coinage), 

709f>;  (Miscellaneous),  -100 -f*-'"^""  *° 
Irpasurer),  7104  '  ' 

Works  and  Buildings:  (Trade  and  Custoih 
2588.  ,590.  2595;  {Defence).  3598, 
Surplus  Revenue  Bill   «b    f,^J  . 

6928;  3R,,  6929 

Xti^co^e-j;^^^^  B-'^ 

Old-Age  Pensions,  p., 

Printing  Committee,  2^65 

Supply  Bill  (No.  r).  (/cheduie,.  76, 

Oarr,  Mr.  E.  S.,  UoGqwirie: 

Busmess,   Private   Members',   -  p„., 
pooement  of,  '         W*'  J^"'*- 

Coinage  Bill.  ^,8,  «„.  ft^,,„,eion,, 
Commcn^^Ub  Property  :  Mnnieip.1  Ta«ion. 

Sydney  Fortification^^,  ^ 


Carr,  Mr.  K.  S. — eontinued. 

Defence  Bill,  com.  (naval  volunteer  tona), 
4687,  4690 ;  (penalty  for  evading  senricc), 
4871  ;  (Military  College),  4938,  496r,  4/^; 
(military  canteens),  4992 
Electoral  Bill,  cam.  (rent  of  halls),  6x33 
Extemiil  Affairs,  Secretary  of,  suffly^  2991 
High  Commissioner  Bill,  com.  (salary),  3570 
Immigration,  Encour^ement  of,  supply,  636 
lovaTid    and    Otd-age'   Pensions  Bill,  ttns. 

met.  (naturalized  Asiatics),  2251 
Land  Ta*,  Progressive,  suffly,  636-7 
Ministry  : 

(Deakin),  No-Confidcncc,  m.,  1199,  1104 
Northern  Territory  Acceptance  Bill.  2R.,  104; 
Papua,  Development  of,  suffly,  299a 
PobtaL  and  Telephonic  Facilities  in  Country, 

suffly,  33S0 
Post   and   Telegraph    (Recording  Machioetl 

Bill,  2R.,  4406 
Supply  : 

Works  and  Buildines  :  (Trade  and  Cn*- 
toms),  2588 ;  (Defence),  2604 ;  Ejtteniil 
AITairs  (Administrative),  3991 

Supply  Bill  (No.  i),  com.  (schedule),  636 

Supply  Bill  (No.  a},  m.,  3380 

Trawler,  supply,  1588 

Oatta,  Mr.  J.  H.,  Cook: 

Adjournment,  Special,  m.,  5160  {p.o.,  5169) 
X^j'tralian  Industries  Preservation    Bill,  A, 

72OU  ^_  Exchange  Bill,  com,  (promissory  DOtf 
Bijis  OvJ|S  6653;  (interest  on  promissory  sote), 
defined*^,, 

7249  xjrEivate  Members',  ■».,  3474;  Ordo 
Business  :  l-Vif.S  >  postjtonement  of,  m.,  7239 

o£,  adj.,  49!^u)Concili.itioa  and  Axbilrattoa 
Commonwealth^    and  Tramway  employ^,  j. 

Act  :  RailwayW 

5333  U)i^bitration  (Puts  II.  kA 

Conciliation  and  X  V> ;  com.  (employer  not  to 

in.).  Bill,  2R.,  yZ.   a?44,  7245 

dismiss  employ^],  Tteio.  (Finance)  Bill,  m.. 
Constitution    AUeralionV    of  section  87),  52i". 

3732;  eom.  {cxpirationV?'^'^*  CommoD- 

(financial  relations  of  a^iD^'U  5^64;  tut  ref. 

wealth),  5624;  (State  de 
„  57a6 

Contract  Immigrants,  adj.,  mi 
Coot.  Mr.  Joseph,  ^;.,V5,^?5e, 
Customs  and  Excise  Revenue, 
Days  of  Sitting,  adj.,  6794 
Defence  : 

Docks.    Sydney    aad  Melbourne. 

3533-5 

Dre^ncHgkt,  Presentation  of.  adj.,  ,55,  , 

Kil«hen«c    Lord,  Visit  of,  q.  5339 
Naval  Subsidy,  g.,  376       '  ' 
Riiles,  Unsafe,  q.,  ,525 
Small  Arms  Factory,  q.,  adj.^ 
Defence  Bill,  .016;  com,  (petsoia  ulJ.^ 

to  .etve ,  4746 ;  (cadetsh  47C7  -  (7«i!*''^ 
U«  and  impressment  of  SLlesr^^: 
(persons  liable  to  be  trained),  478+:  dct^  ' 
undergoing  training  to  be  ^^V^sl^^T 
penalty   for  evadTne  serv^c^l.'  '  ? 


Dissen 

"an.        3586  Digfiizedb^ 
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Catts,  Mr.  J.  H. — continued. 

i;icctoral  : 

Ihillot  Boxes,  g.,  6.150 

Divisions,  Western  Australia,  KcdistTibtttion 
of,  ffi.,  6193 

Klcctoral  Bill,  2R.,  5179;  {f-o.,  5181) ;  ««. 
(rent  of  halls),  6ia6;  exfl.,  &134;  (newspaper 
reports,  6137 ;  (coinpl»int«  of  breaches  of 
Uw),  6264 ;  idisorderly  conduct  at  public 
meetings),  6^86 ;  (approaches  to  foiling 
booths),  6294,  6297;  (charges  for  hnlU),  6313 

Esllmaies,  svffiy,  5440 

Federal  Capitiil  Sita,  q,,  3^10  j  suffly,  4271: 
g.,  5708.  [See  Seat  of  Government  Accept- 
ance Bill] 

Croldfields  Firewood  Supply  Coy.,  W.A.  : 
Employment  of  Foreigners  by,  adj-^  59»o> 
6080;  exfl.,  6118;  adj.,  6140 

Hansard  : 

Reports,  Additions  to,  m.^  3369 

Reprints,  n.,  2125 
High  Commissioner  Bill,  cam.  (duties],  3549; 

(salary),  3570 
Immigration,  q.,  1315 

IramigratioD  Restriction  Act,  Evasion  of,  adj., 
149 

Inv.\lid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  sr.,  1353; 
ecm.    (who    may    receive    pensions)  [f.o., 
143a),    1570,    l«»3;    (naturalized  subject*), 
1575 ;    (invalid   pensions),    1584 ;  (deduction 
from  pension).  1599 
Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  (Income)  Dill, 
'"-1  6373  i  ^O")-  (amendment  of  definition  of 
"  income  "),  6377,  6378 
Labour  Tarty,  Attitude  towards,  exfl.,  183 
Locomotive  Construction,  Eveleigh  and  New- 
port, suffly,  3535 
Melbourne  Cup,  adj.,  5160 
Ministry  ; 

(Deakin),  No-Confidence,  m.,  404 
(Fisher),  Policy  of,  adj.,  149 

Position  of,  adj.,  I49i  'la 
Naval  Ixian  Bill,  2R.,  6764 
Newcastle  Coat  Miners'  Strike,  q.,  59r6 
New  Protection,  adj.y  150;  suffly,  3541;  adj., 

7210;  suffly,  7283-88;  adj.,  7190 
Northern  Territory  Acceptance  , Hill,  3R.,  5962 
Old-age  Pensions  Appropriation  Rill,  m.,  1607 
Old-age  Pensions,  adj.,  245a;  suffiy,  3535-9, 
5123 

Opposition,  Composition  of,  cr/;.,  151,  r5q 
Oran;;e    Organiration,    Political    Support  of, 
adj.,  2ia 

L         Parliamentary    Refreshment    Room  :  Waiters' 
Wages,  q,  4937,  5049;  Spirituous  Liquors, 

56,  ,j;  5334 

Postmaster-General's  Department  : 

Caretakers,  General  Post  Offices,  q.,  1308 
General  Division,  Examination,  ./.,  i^ng 
Grcj^ory,  Mr.,  Case  of,  suffly,  4.271,  5120 

^  i'X  Letter  Carriers  and  Sorting  Tent,  suffly, 
lijWf         4^71,  i;iJr-4 ;  q.,  4055 

rtiri*       I'-niiv  I'osla'^e,  q.,  1309 

^-;S;  Posiat  Not'^s  ami  Mo'i:v  Orders,  Bankin*; 
ij^ai         Charge,  ad}..  1871 

^1;       I'o-^tmi-trc-sos.  Appcintment  nf,  suf fly,  ^121 
(J6g;      Tcligraph  I'olrs,  Erskinevil'.-,  q..  5899 
^cj).      Telephone  List,  Entries  in.  q.,  4039 

Telephone  Rates,  adj.,  158 
'f*      tato  Blight,  adj.,  3767 


Cans,   Mr.  J,  H, — continued. 

Premiers'   Conference,   adj.,   1727 ;   m.,  3145. 

[See  Constitution  Alteration  (Finance]  Bill] 
Printing  Committee,  Report,  3125 
Public  Service  : 

Fifth  Clan  Clerks,  q.,  1316 

Leave  of  Absence,  q.,  1316 

Regulations,  suffly,  1203 
Railway  and  Tramway  Employ^,  q.,  5333 
Referendum  Bill,  com.  (arrangements),  3094 
Seat   of    Goverament   Acceptance    Bill,  ccm, 

(Commencement),     6414 ;     (continuation  of 

laws),  646c).    [See  Federal  Capital  Site] 
Session,  Business  of,  g.,  4957;  Close  of,  adj., 

63J3 

Socialistic  Proposals,  suffly,  353S 
Supply  : 

House  of  Representatives,  7283 
Supply  Bill  (No.  a),  m.,  3408 
Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  m.,  4271 
Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  5439 
Tariff  and  New  Protection,  q.,  376 

Cbanter,  Hon.  J.  M.,  Biverina: 

Aiijournment,  Special,  m.,  354 
Bills  of  Exchange  Bill,  com.  (indoate  instru- 
ments), 6642 
Border  Railways,  q.,  4655 

Business,  Private  Menbers,  m.,  3f66j  {f.a., 
.1479*.  349a 

Clerk,  Duties  of  the,  when  Chairman,  m,.  1816 

Constitution  Alteration  (Finance)  Bill,  m., 
(P-"-!  3»55j  31 56).  3833;  com.  (financial  rela- 
tions of  Commonwealth  and  States),  5567; 
exfl.,  5710.    [See  Premiers*  Conference] 

Constitution  Alteration  (States  Debts)  Bill, 
iR-.  iP-O;  3*77) 

Cook,  Mr.  Joseph,  adj.,  143 

Defence  : 

Baulkham  Hills  RiBe  Range,  suffly,  2736 

BayonetH,  q.,  4956 

Denitiquia    Light    Horse,    q.,    3808,  4069, 

4160,  43sr  J  suffly,  5450 
Dreadnought,  Presentation  of,  q.,  2128 
Foxton,  Col.,  Remarlu  by,  q.,  1783 
Imperial  Conference,  adj.,  255;  q.,  1781; 

adj.  if.o.,  1916) 
Junee  Rifle  Range,  q.,  1313 ;  suffly,  3736, 
„3373.  4251  ;  q.,  5S4J ;  suffly,  6039 
Military     Taltoo,     Supply     of     Liquor  to 

C,idets,  suffly,  6040 
Mounted  Infantry,  suffly,  3370 
Murray  Downs  Rifle  Range,  q,,  5543;  suf- 

ply,  6039 

Rifle  Club  Ranges,  3175;  suffly,  2736 
Swan  Hill  Rifle  Range,  suffly,  2736,  3374, 

5450 

Wyalong  Rifle  Range,  q.,  1418 
Defence   Bill,   q.,   3051,   3358;    com.  (naval 
volunteer    forces),   4693 ;   (persons  liable  to 
serve),  4748 

Elective  Ministries,  m.,  1807 
Electoral  : 

Divisional    Returning   OfScers,   j',,  J871 
Maps,  suffly,  4256 
Rolls,  q.,  1785,  3S07 
Electoral  Bill,  aa.,  5739;  com.  (reai  of  halls), 
61  iJ 

^iTepofts,  Additiaai'i^tJbijjGj^gle 
Reprints,  m.,  2107 


X 


Index  to  Speeches. 


Chaster,  Hon.  J.  M. — eontitated. 

High  Commissioner  Bill,  com.  (appointmeat), 

Library  Committee,   m.,  aoia 
Ministry  : 

(Deakin),  No-Con&dence,  m.,  834 

(Fisher),  Position  of,  adj.,  140,  311 
Mooopolies,  Federal  Control  of,  3658 
Naval  Loan  Bill,  as., 
Officers'  Compensation  Bill,  m..  6565 
Old-age  Pen^ops  : 

Administration,  p.,  1787;  stiffly,  3377 
Pairs,  exfl.,  1550:  adj.,  1736 
Postmaster-Generars  Department : 

Aria  Park  to  Beckom  Telephone  Line,  g., 
220K 

Beard,  Mr.  C.  A.,  Case  of,  4743 
Condoulpe  to  Swan  Hill,  Telephone  Facili- 
ties between,  supply,  6037 
Deniliquin  Post  Office,  3300 

tunee  Post  Office,        1309,  2008 
etter-Carriers,  Uniforms  and  Helmets,  g., 
6631 

Mail  Contract  Regulations,  supply,  3375 
Mai!  Services,  Inland,  supply,  6038 
Matong   and   Ashbridge    Telephone  Line, 

fpffy.  3376 

Rolo  10  Hillston  Mail  Contract,  suffty,337S 

Stamps,  Uniform,  supply,  6037 

Statutory  Rule  No.  83  :  Position  of  Em- 
ployes, g.,  4744,  6728 

Sydney  G.P.O.,  g.,  2007;  m.,  2300;  adj., 
3201  ;  Sorters  at,  g.,  2653 

Telephone   Facilities  in  Rural  Areas,  juf- 

th>  5449.  6037 
Telephone  Service,  Financial  Condition  of. 
%->  1310 

Winchendon  Vale  Post  Office,  f.,  2159 
Potato  Blight,  supply,  5448-50 
Premiers'  Conference,  m.,  2145,  2330.  \^ee 

Constitution  Alteration   (Finance)  Bill] 
Printing  Committee,  Report,  m.,  2107 
Private  Member,  Question  to,  113 
Protection,  adj.,  142 

Public  Officers,  Retirement  of,  adj.,  469 

Supply  : 

Works  and  Buildings  :  (Home  Affairs),  3736 
Supply  Bill  {No.  2),  m.,  3370 
Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  m.,  4256 
Supply  Bill  (No.  4).  «-  5448 
Tariff: 

Anomalies  and  Additional  Duties,  q.,  5334 
Customs  and  Excise  Revenue,  3458 

Waratah,  s.s.,  2299 

Wireless  Telegraphy,  g.,  2198 

Wyalong  Post  Office,  Payments  at,  g.,  1787, 

Chataway,  Senator  T.  D.,  QueentXand: 

Adjournment,  Special,  m.,  241 

Appropriation  [Works  and  Buildings)  Bill, 
com.  (Home  Affairs),  2832 

Australian  Industries  Preservation  Bill,  21., 
1621 ;  com.  (restraint  of  freedom  of  con- 
tract), 1664 

Bureau  of  AjjricuItuTe  Bill,  2r.,  4735 

Captain  Cook.  L'jgs  and  Journals  of,  m., 
3937 

Counting  Senate  (Constitution  Alteration  Court 
of  Cnmtnil  Appeals  Bill),  f.o.,  4545 


Chataway,  Senator  T.  D. — €aniiraiett. 

Electoral  Bill,  com.  (voting  by  post),  38&(; 
ad.  ref.,  4016 

German  Possessions,  m.,  53 
High  Commissioner  Bill,  3R.,  3943 
Immoral  Literature,  Importation  of,  q., 
Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  an.,  197a; 

reeom.  (naturalized  Asiatics),  a  166 
Maxwell,  Dr.  Walter,  g.,  3914 
Molasses,  Importation  of,  g.,  5216 
Old-age  Pensions,  q.,  1635 
Pairs,  adj.,  1668;  expl.,  1778 
Parliamentary  Library,  supply,  431S 
Population  Estimates,  g.,  4206 
Post  and  Telegrap'.i  (Recording  Machines)  Bill, 

com.  (recording  machine),  1386 
Press  Cable  Service,  m.,  4839 
Printing  Committee,  m.,  5969 
SeameiTs  Compensation  Bill,  iB.,  1494 
Session,  Pusincss  of,  m.,  241-^ 
Standing  Orders,  m.,  3309 
Sugar  Industry  : 

Crnwer^,  Petition  bv,  W.,  5969 
Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  com.  (Schedule),  4318 
Telegraph  Rates,  g.,  4789 
Thursday  Island  Fortifications,  Exploiton  at, 

ffP^y*  ^832 


Olemons,  Senator  Hon.  J.  S.,  Tamania: 

Advertising  Australia,  sufply,  700 
Agricultural    Implement    Makers*  Employ^ 

Union,  m.,  3252-56 
Appropriation  (Works    and    Buildings)  Bill, 

com.  (Home  ARairs),  2817,  2822 
Australian   Industries   Prese^yatlon    Act,  g., 

30S>  '3^6 

Australian  Industries   Preservation  Bill, 
1373;  com.  (Unfair  Concesuons),  1642;  ad- 
rep;  1737;  6691 

Budfjet,  Delivery  of,  supply,  (>3i,  782;  g.,  865 

Bureau  of  Aijriculture  Biil,  com.  (Bureau  of 
Agriculture),  5230 

Constitution  Alteration  (Finance)  Bill,  21., 
6210;  com.  (financial  relations  of  States  and 
Commonwealth),  6415.  \See  Financial  Rela- 
tions, Commonwealth  and  States'] 

Days  of  Meeting,  m.,  6693 

Deakin  Ministry,  Policy  of,  m.,  959 

Defence  : 

Aerial   Navigation,  q., 
Compulsory  Adult  Training,  q.,  1362 
Cruisers  of  Bristol  Type,  g..,  4297,  4503 
Imperial  Conference,  g.,  306,  3305 
Navy,  Entrance  to,  q.,  4297.  6197 

Defence  Bill,  com.  (amendment  of  section  36 
of  principal  Act),  58S3;  [f.o.,  66io) ;  reccm. 
(prohibition  of  mtoxtcanfs  at  military  can- 
teens), 68ot 

Electoral  Bill,  com.,  (applications  to  change), 

3328 ;  (applications  for  postal  vote  certin* 

cates),  3331 
Excise  Tariff  (Spirits)  Act,  q.,  1364 
Financial  Relations.  Commonwealth  and  Stales* 

supply,  6S2.     {See  Constitution  AlteratioB 

(Finance)  Bill] 
High  Commissioner,  q.,  3202,  3305 
High  Commissioner  Bill,  com.  (appoiatmCBt), 

4322;  cons,  amdls.,  6696 
Lighthouses  Bill,  m.s.o.,  13^ 
Lighthouses.  New.^,^«^^.(^g|^ 


Jday  26  to  December  8, 1909. 
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Clemons,  Senator  Hon.  }.  S. — continued. 

Naval   Loan   Bill,  eom.   (issue  of  inscribed 

stock),  7024 
Old-age    Peasions   AppropnatioD    Bill,  2b.j 

1844 

Post  and  Telegraph  (Recurding  Machines)  Bill, 
eom.  (recording  macbine),  1380,  3367;  aS, 
ref.,  [f.o.,  l2^o) 

Fo^tmastcr-Generars  Department  : 

Casual  employ^,  suffty,  6qi,  770,  773 
European  Mail  Contract,  Time  Table, 
6693 

Printing  Committee,  m.,  1043 
Quarantine  Station,  Launceston,  suffly,  3823 
Queensland  Mail  Contract,  j.,  6937,  7020 
.    Seamen's  Compensation  Bill,  com.  (de&nition), 
2371 ;    (contractinfi    out],    3002;  Schedule 
(scale    and    conditions    of  compensation), 

Seat  of  Government  Bill,  eom.  (schedule),  5012 
Standard  of  hmfire  Contract,  suffly,  700 
Standing  Orders,  m.,  3203,  3206,  3213,  3314, 

3315,  3219,  3220,  3236,  3228,   3308,  3312, 

33»7.  33>9.  3320 
Statutory  Rules,  q.,  305 

Supply  Bill  (No.  i),  iR.j  681  ;  com.  (appropria- 
tion), 691 ;  schedule,  700,  770,  773,  782 
Supply,  Term  of  Grant,  suffly,  681,  692 
Trawler,  suffly^  2817 
Victorian  Brandy  and  Whisky,  g.,  1364 

Ot»k,  H<m.  J.  Hume,  Bourke: 

Hodges,  Mr.  E.  F.  G.,  Letter  to,  *ar^.,  1190 
Labour  Party  ; 

Attitude  towards,  adj.,  167 

Late  Sittings,  Suppers  and  Cabs,  adj., 
1293.4 

Pairs,  adj..  1293;  exfl.,  1549,  5425 

Cook,  Hon.  Josepb,  Parramatta: 
Adjournment,  m.,  6934 

Appropriation  (Works  and  Buildings)  Bill,  2B., 
2764 

Australian  Industries  Preserration  Bill,  m.t.o. 

and  ad.  ref.,  7275 
Bent,  Late  Sir  Thomas,  obs.,  3573 
Budget,  m.,  3885 

Business,   Order  of,  adj.,   3101,  49551  6936 ; 
obs.,  7275;  m.,  7376;  Private  Members',  m., 
34S7.  34931  3496;  ex^.^  3497,  3499;  Con- 
duct of,  adj.,  3504 
Closure,  Application  of,f.o.,  3554 
Constitution  Alteration  (Finance)  Bill,  4937 

Defence  : 

idamstown  Rifle  Range,  g.,  3398 
Aeroplanes;  Military,  g.,  3769,  3334;  Com- 
petition, g.,  looi ;  aiij.,  5095 
Ammunition  Factory  suffly,  7178 
Ammunition,  Sale  of,  suffly,  7176 
Artillery,  Horsing  of,  i^iS 
Australian  Navy,  OflSccrs  for,  j.,  fi-.fig 
Australian  Warships,  Names  for,  g..  5713 
Banlkam  Hills  Rifle  Range,  suffly,  3739 
Bayonets,  g.,  4655,  4956-7 
Bidiilccomoe,  Lieut.,  St;iicmcnt  by,  g.,  1524 
Bridf^es,  Colonel,  suffly,,  7171 
Bruche,  Major,  and  Officers'  Examinations, 

BurstOD,  Colonel,  g.,  2008 
Cadets:  Perth  High  School        3653;  Uni- 
forms, S;  4957 


Cook,  Hon.  Joseph-— c0ii/tfiB«^. 

De  fence — continued. 

Camping  Ground,  County  of  Cumberland, 

tuffly,  7179 
Carroll,  Major,  g.,  5544,  7336 
Cessnock  Rifle  Club,  suffly,  7174 
Church  Parades,  5709 
Clerical  Staff  Appointments,  6460 
Cordite,  g.,  3945 

Daly,  ex-Sergeant-Major,  Case  of,  g.,  1524, 
iqoi,  3299,  3509,  3807,  4623;  adj.,  4650 

Defective  Rtfle  Cartridge,  g.,  5339,  5544, 
5709,  6369 

Deniliquin  Light  Horse,  g.,  380S,  4069, 
4160,  4251 


/it'le 


3606 
of 


Honorary 


Forrest,     Sir  John, 

Colonel,  g.,  3769 
Foster  Rifle  Range,  g.,  985 
Foxton,  Colonel,  g.,  1783,  1865,  3i^ 
Ftemantle  Dock,  g.,  2305 
Garrison  Artillery,  y.,  6033 
General  Staff,  Chief  of,         3359;  ex^,, 

3773-4 

George's  River,  Riflt.-  Range  at,  g.,  1783, 
3510,  4J51 

Government   Policy,   Officers    Criticism  01, 

g,,   3561,  2653 
Head-quarters  Staff,  Victoria,  suffly,  7174 
Hoad,   Ma  ior- General,   Report    by,  adj., 

1731 J  Aiaes-de-Camp  to,  g.,  1783 
Horses,  Hire  of,  g.,  1313 
Horsham  RiOc  Range,  g.,  1526,  3052 
Imperial  Conference,  g.,  274,  275;  j.,  1783, 

1865;  adj.    {f.o.,    1912,   1913);   g.,  2199, 

3405,  2562 ;   adj.,  2702 

Imperial  General  Staff,  g.,  tS66,  3657 

Infantry  Militia  :  Appointment  of  Perma- 
nent Adjutants,  g.,  4070;  Supply  of 
Bayonets  to,  g.,  4055 

Inspector-General,  Duties  of,  g.,  3359i 
3708;  exfl.,  3708-9 

Instructional  Staff  :  Medical  Attendance,  g.f 
4251 ;  Queensland,  suffly,  7178 

Junee  RiUe  Club,  g.,  1313;  suffly,  3739, 

4351;  g:  5543 
Karakatta  Rifle  Range,  tuffly,  2740;  g., 

5544,  5709,  6369 
Kitctiener  Camps,  g.,  6460,  6537,  6869  ;<»f/., 

693s  J        7065;  "ftfty,  7>76>  7>77;  S- 

7234 

Kitchener,  Lord,  Visit  of,  g.,  1783,  2767, 

4622,  5709 
Little  River  Rifle  Range,  g.,  1901 
Lilyddle  Rifle  Range,  g.,  5454 
Master  Gunners,  Third  Class,  g.,  1313 
Metropolitan  Rifle  Club  Union,  g,,  4744 
Military  :  Allowances  to  Married  Men, 
386r,  ^154,  3960,  6993;  Censor,  g.,  3154; 
Establishment,   g.,   3533 ;  Head-quarters, 
Adelaide,  suf^y,  274^  ;  Reserve,  Liverpool, 
g.,  3154;  Staff  OmcerS)    Adelaide,  g., 

3406,  24S8;  Staff  Clerks,  g.,  3871,  5340; 
Tattoo,  Officers  at,  g.,  6142,  6370;  Re- 
freshments at,  g.,  6538;  Camp,  Liver- 
pool, g.,  6250;  Water  Filler,  g.,  6631 

Molong  Rifle  Range,  g.,  2562 
Murray  Downs  Rifle  Range,  g.,  5543 
Naval,  Australian    Unit,  n.,    63^1,  6357, 

NMafoepfit,  g.,  ^ft^byGoOgk 
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Cook,  Hon.  Josephr — continued. 
Defence — continued. 

Officers:  Retiring  Age,  a.,  rgig;  Uniforms, 

f ,   1524;   Visit  to  Esffland,  f.,  2300; 
estimonials,  g,,  3371 ;  Cxarainatitns,  g., 
3606 

Ordn&Qce,  duel  o4,  g.,  3573- 
Pension,  State  Service  mdj.,  2813 
Port  Curtis,  534t 

Itashleigh,    Drum-Major,    y,,    3359,  3524 
Uc-Votes,  suffiy,  3738 

ReyaoMs,  Captain,  Case  of,  g.,  1313,  1526, 
1783 

Rifle  Clubs,  Equipment  of,  npfly,  642 
UiOe  Club  Ranges,  g.,  2175;  suffly,  2739- 

40;  q-,  3458,  35»o:  s«1>i>hy  7'7S 
KiOes,  q.,  1536,  2406,  ^456 
Kifle    Stocks,    Australian   Woods  for,    q . , 

3154 

Rftral  Anstrsltan  Artillery,  Leave  to,  q., 

^537 

Saddles,  Supply  of,  suffty,  7175 

Senior  Cadeis,  Vict.,  q.,  61538 

Small  Arms  Factory,         1418,  1786,  t866, 

2734,    2861,   2945,   3606;     iuffly,  7178, 

7179 

Staff  Sergeants'  Pay,  q.,  3808,  3871,  4160 
Tenth  Australian  Tnfantry  Regiment,  Pro- 
motion, q.,  2770 
Third  Battalion  Senior  Cadets,  q.,  4161 
Torpedo    Boat    Destroyer,    y.,    r4i8,  2945, 

474a.  4848,  5185;  ad]..  5451  ;  q.,  7065 
Viciorijn    R.A.A.  :     Hcndquanur.-.    of,  q., 
i3r^;  Police  Examination,  q.,  r3i3,  1526, 
1783 

Warlike  Material,  adj.,  r2<}2 ;  nrf-ily,  2734 
Warrnambool  Battery,  q.,  2562,  3154 
Wyalong  Rifle  Rantje,  q.,  i4i() 
Yarrawonga  Rrfle  Range,  j.,  2562 

Deiencc  Bill,  q.,  276;  m.,  2016 ;  q.,  2299, 
356-i,  2S60,  3051,  3154,  3358,  3359,  4067; 
aks.,  m.s.o.,  3608;  2r.,  361^2°'  4573; 

com.  lanidt.  of  section  2  of  principal  Act), 
4.S".i.  A^J^t  {Naral  Volunteer  Forces),  4672, 
46",  46S2,  4600,  (application  of  Army  Act), 
461JJ-7,  (persons  liable  to  serve),  4745,  4748, 
(Cadets),  4756,  4757,  (registration  and  im- 
pressment o(  vehicles),  4758,  (persons  liable 
to  be  trained),  4760,  4766,  4768,  (dur:ition  of 
training),  4851,  (persons  uodcrnoiag  train- 
ing to  be  paid),  4854,  (employers  may  not 
prevent  employes  from  serving),  4S64,  (pen- 
alty (or  evading  service).  4866,  4S67,  4868, 
(promtitions  in  Citi/on  Forces),  487^,  (regu- 
lations). 4675,  (Military  College),  48S2,  4885, 
4S-)4.  45'j6,  4808,  4931,  4(^34,  4gi5,  4948, 
495'.  4')5-'-  4953.  4y.s8.  4961,  4963,  4964, 
(appomtments).  4.(67,  (non-combatants),  4970, 
(miltt.Try  canteensj,  4996,  (supply  of  cigar- 
ettes to  Tadcls).  ^ooo,  l[>ensinns),  500a  ;  recom. 
{■p.O.  5058,  50661,  5o6i:»,  (period  of  enlist- 
i.'enO.  i.>7r,  (exam illations),  5075,  5081;  cons, 
amdls.,  (promotion  from  raciks),  6003,  6Q04, 
Inicnibers  may  re-cnlist  witliout  fresh  oath), 
(1  (04,  6<;(,;.  (Senior  Cadets),  6(195,  (appoint- 
unnls  to  Central  Stall),  60O5,  6996,  (amend- 
ment of  scrilon  711  of  priuciiial  Ai  l),  6096, 
(pr,>?iTl)i(ii)n  of  imo\ic.ints  at  mililarv  can- 
tetiisi,-  tjq^S,  6ti(-)9,  7002,  (duration  of 

traiiiiii;^!,  7004,  700!;,  (persons  with  religious 
scruples),  71106,  7007 

Kliftitral  lliit,  afj.,  6313 

hstiin.UfS,  Consideration  of,  Sudgett2SS$,2SSg 
Hansard  Reprints,  g.,  1780 


Cook,  Hon.  Joseph — continued. 

High  Commissioner  Bill,  con,   (salary),  3566 
Inter-State  Commission  Bill,  adu,  6935 
Invalid  and  Old-Age  Pensions  Bill,  £cm.  (in 

valid  pensions),  1588 
Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  (Income)  Bill, 

exfl.,  6376 

Language,  tlnparltamentary,  oir.,  5x6 ;  \f-»., 

1299) ;  obs.t  1605 
Ministry,  Position  of,  g.,  3510 
Naval  Defence,  Anstraltan  Unit,    nr.,  6351, 

6257,  6258 

Naval  Loan  Bill,  com.  (siaking  fund),  6911 

Newcastle  Coal  Miners'  Strike,  adj.^  ^93^ 

New  Protection,  adj.,  6935 

Old-age  Pensions,  ad].,  3516 

Personal  Kxplanations,  f.o..  S14 

Session,  Close  of,  fit//.,  63r4 

Speaker,  Election  of,  m.  {f.o.,  1704,  170$) 

Supply  :  wt.,  3S4I 

Defence  :  (Central  Admlnistratioa),  7S731 
(Camps,  N.S.W.),  7173,  {Rifle  Clubs  and 
Associations),  7174,  (Victorian  Military 
Forces,  District  Head-quarters  Staff), 
7*74,  7'75.  7176.  (Camps,  Victoria),  7176, 
71771  (Rifle,  Clubs  and  Associations), 
7178,  7179,  (Instructional  Staff),  717S 
WorKs  and  I3uildiags :  (Defence),  3605, 
2734,  2738-40,  2745,  3746 

Supply  Bill  (No.  tU  am.  (scbedule),  643 
Supply,  Term  of  Grant,  exfl.,  ^35 
Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  com.  (debiting  expendi- 
ture to  States  for  1909-10},  6929;  3B.,  6939 
[f.o.,  7171) 
Wireless  'lelegraphy,  stiffly,  2764 
Works  and  Buildings  L&timaies,  tdj,,  2702; 
exfl^i  274a 

Coon,  Mr.  J.,  Batman: 

Business,  Order  of>  adj.,  1469;  Private 
Members',  m.,  3479 

Constitution  Alteratioa  (Finance)  Bill, '  at., 
4041 ;  com.  (linaacial  relations  of  State*  and 
Commonwealth),  5496 

Contract  Labour,  Postmaster- fieTU-ral's  Depart- 
ment, adj.,  3601 

Davis,  Mr.  J.  C,  Case  of,  f.,  1301 

Defence  Pill,  211.,  4477;  com.  (miliiary  am- 
teen^),  4973,  49Sr ;  cons,  amdts.,  (prohibition 
of  intoxicants  at  military  canteens),  6999 

Dissent  from  Ruling  :  Private  Member  carmot 
increase  charge  or  bsrden  on  people  (la- 
valid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill),  m.,  143c 

Electoral  Biil,  com.  (horse  and  carriage  hirt,. 
6070 ;  (hire  of  halls),  6129 ;  (charges  fc* 
hails),  6312;  recoiH.,  6385 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  tarn,  'in- 
valid pensions),  1592 

Labour  Party,  Attitude  towards,  ad}.^  ax  7 

Ministry  : 

(Dcakin),  No-Confidence,  n,,  1190 
(Fiiher),  Position  of,  adj.,  217 

Old-age  Pensions,  adj.,  3601  j  f.,  3715,  3S0S; 

adj.,  40(13;  q.,  4358 
Seal   of   riovcrnmenl    Acceptance    Biil,  2E., 

5r',0 ;    Cfm.     (eommencemcnt),    5301,  520-:. 

ti4oo ;     (raiili^jation    of    agreement),    C460 ; 

(C'>niiniiation  of  laws),  6474 
Seclariiiiiism  in  Politics,  exfd.,  1263 
Tariff  Anomalies  and  Addiuonal  Duties,  a.. 

Digitized  by  Google 


May  26  to  Iheemher  8, 1909. 


Oioft»  Senator  J.       Western  A\xtnAUi: 

Adveitiaiog  Australia,  mfflyt  yo2 

Anitratiaa  Industries  Pieseivatioa  Act|  265^ 

Conciliation         Arbitration  Bill,  cm.  (repre- 

seatation  of  paitica},  ryy^ 
Labour  Party,  MisreprcsentAtioQ  of,  1414 
Standard  of  Hmfire  Coninitt,  tuffiy^  7oj 
Steam-ship   Companies   and   Coal  HercluuitS 

AffiliattoD,  J.,  265,  307,  1366,  1729 
Supply  Bill  (No.  I),  com.  (schedule),  709 
Tnwterj  f.,  1470 

Oroach,  Hon.  &.  A.,  Corioi 

Bills  of  Exebuge  liill,  torn,  (protest  wbere 

notary  not  a<:ccs5ibl«),  6054 
Brisbane  Labour  Conference,  exfl.^  5453 
Business,  l^o5ti>ont.-tnent  of,  m,,  7237 
Cleilc,  Heconitioa.  of  Service:),  1721 
Coinage  fiill,  cowi.  (coins),  2194;  (1^1  ten- 
der),   3196,    2at(j ;    cons.    met.    (powers  of 
Goveioor-GcBcral),  2771J,  2785 
Coinage  ; 

Decunal,  j.,  6536 
New,  g.,  2766-7 
Silver,  g.,  130a;  adj.,  1361 
Commonwealth  Property  :  Municipal  TaxatiOD, 
1805 

Conriltation  and  Arbitration  (Parts  II.  and 
HI.)  Bill,  c^m.,  (czaptoyer  not  to  dismiss 
employ^),  7245;  (amendment  of  section  59 
of  principal  Act),  7246 

Constitution  AUcnuioo   (Finance)  Bill,  exfl., 

^  5453'  577^ 

Customs    Department,    Temporary  Employes, 

Days  ol  aittmij,  nt.,  6871 
Defence  : 

Biddlecombe,  Lt.,  Statemeat  by,  1534 
Central  Administration,  exfl.,  3709 
Colonial  Xavy  Bill,  q.,  2947 
Hoad,  Major-General,  Kcport  by,  adj.,  1731 
Infantry  Militia  :  Supply  of  Bayonets,  adj.f 

4061  i  g.,  4655  ;  Apjiuiutment  of  Permaoent 

Adjutants,  a.,  406^ 
Instructional  Stall  :  Mcd'c.il  Atten<i:uii.e, 

Kitchener  C.lln|.^,         64^0;  ad/.,  6933 

Little  Uiver  Rifle  Range,  g.,  1901 

Marric-'l   Men's  Allowu-v  «■!>,  q.,  3861,  3154, 

31 />o,  6992 
Master  Gunaers,  Third  Class,  g.,  131a 
Metropolitan  Ritle  Club  Union,  f.,  4744 
Naval  Seamen,  g.,  2562,  2947 
OHiccrs  : 

Ki-lirin^  A'.;^,  g.,  1919 

Visit  to  l'.n;^!anii,  g.,  2300 
Ordnance,  ("liief  of,  t/.,  3573 
Rashleigh,  Drum-Major,  g.,  335^  3534 
K-.'vnt'l<U,  t^aptain,  Ca»c  of,  g.,  1313,  15^6, 

i>«l 

Royal  Australun  Artillery,  Lenve  to,  g.. 

Senior  Cidets,  Victoria,  y.,  653S 
.Sprvic.  Compcn'i.ition  !■  r,  t/.,  5455 
Staff  Clerks,  g.,  3871,  5240 
Staff  Sergeants'  Pay,  g.,  3808.  3871,  4160 
Tattoo,  Supjily  of  Lifjuor  to  Cadets,  supply. 
604*? 

Third  Battalion  Senior  Cadets,  q.,  4161 
Victorian   R.A.A.,   Police   Examination,  g., 

1313,   1^26,   1733;    Head-quarters  of,  g., 

1313 


rouch,  Hon.  R.  A. — eotttinued. 

Defence  Bill,  g,,  4067;  com.  (na-val  volunteer 
forces),  4674,  4685;  (application  of  Army 
Act),  4696,  4699:  (persons  liable  to  serve), 
47$*  >  tpcrsons  ande^ing  txaining  to  be 
paid),  4859 ;  (employers  may-  not  prevent 
employes  from  scning),  ^6a.,  4863; 
(penalty  for  evading  service),  4S65,  4867, 
486S,  4873 ;  recom.,  ^068  (period  of  enlist- 
ment), 5070;  (exammations),  5071,  5079 ; 
cotts.  amdts.,  (prohibition  of  intoxicants  at 
military  canteens),  699;  (duration  of  Unin- 
ing)r  7003,  7006 ;  (persons  with  religious 
itciuples],  7006 

Electoral  Bill,  torn,  (application  for  postal 
votmg  certilicate  and  ballot  paper),  5849, 
6060;  (electors  who  are  illiterate  or  physic- 
ally incapacitated),  6066 ;  (electoral  ex* 
peases),  6ot>8 ;  (horse  and  carriage  hire), 
6071;  (newspaper  reports),  6139;  (charges 
for  balls),  6310,  63ir 

Explosives,  Importation  ftum  Soutk  Afzica,  g,, 
113;  supply,  4,a6a;  43211 

External  Affairs,  Intelligenci:  Branch,  supfly^ 
6049 

Fisher,  Mr.,  Telegram  to,  e.ifl.,  815 
Foreign  Insurance  Companies,  g.,  3809 
Fusimi  Party  and  Liberalism,  adj.,  6424 
Governor-General,    Travelling    by  Foreign 

Steamers,  g.,  3487 
Hansard  Reprints,  m.  ip.o.,  2093),  2122 
High  Commissioner  Bill,  com.  (salary),  3564 
Invalid    and    Old-age     Pensions    Bill,  com. 
(who    may    receive    pensions),    {f.o.,  143a, 
1464)  i  (residence  in  territory  under  Com- 
monwealth authority),   i58r ;   (invalid  pen- 
sions) [f.o.,  1585) 
Language,  Unparliamentary,  f.fi.,  170 
Legitimation  Bill,  g.,  5105 
Nationality,  Definition  of,  g.,  1313 
Naturalization  Records,  g.,  5915 
Naval   I^a.i  Bill,  ti''".    (is.sue    of  inscribed 
stock),    6883,  6900 ;    (sinking  fund),  6913, 
6914;   [investment  of  loan   fund   and  sink- 
ing fund),  6(]i5 
Newcastle  (.'oal  Miners'   Strike,  g.,  6461 
New  Protection,  g.,  6ri8 
No-Confidcnce  Motion,  439 
Northern  Territory,        t4r9;  adj.,  6989 
Northern  Territory  Acceptance  Bill,  a».,  4575 
OfTiceis'  Compfl'sation  Bill,  ak.,  7257 
Old-age   Pensions,  g.,   1000;  adj.,   2449;  ?-» 

2487 ;  adj.,  4061 
Pacific  Islands  Mail  Serrice,  suffly,  3039 
Papua  : 

Administration,  suffty,  3028 
Currency  tn,  sufffy,  3027 
Development  of,  supply^  3028 
Sugar  Growing,  Suitability  for,  supply,  3027 
PaVms    Mill,    com.    (patents    worknl  outside 

Commonwealth),  7010 
Patents  ORicc,  Chart,'C5,  g.,  6143 
Personal  Explanations  {f.o.,  3774) 
Police  and  Firemen  : 

King's  Medal  for  Bravery,  g.,  5713;  suffly, 
6()V>i  g.,  6003 
Portuguese  Couoa,  Imports  of,  g.,  5713;  suf- 

fly,  604Q 
Postmnster-Gcneral's  Department : 

Brunswick    Post   Office,    Mcmori  1    T:  blet, 

adj.,  3804 
Bungarce  lost  Office,  q.,  35^4 
Geelong  to  Breakwater  Teleji'ione  Line,  g., 
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Crouch,   Hon.  K,  A. — e^ntinued. 

Postmaster-General's  Department — eotitinued. 
Geelong-Drysdale  telephone  line,  y.,  5105 
GecloDg  Post  Office,  adj.,  3804 
Jaa  Juc  and  Airey's  Inlet  Telephone  Line, 

Korobeit  Post  Office,?.,  3051 
Leigh  Creek  Post  Office,  q.,  7229 
New  Works,  Guarantees  for,  f 275 
Pole  Dressers,  Temporary,  f.>  3507 

Potato  Blight,  q.,  2559-  5333 
Premiers*  Conference,  q.,  1523 
Printing  Committee's  Report,  m.   (p.».,  98a, 

3093),  3133  * 

Heferendum    (Constitution    Alteration)  Bill. 

C(?m.  (airanyemcnts  wlicrc  referendum  rtnd 
election  iue  lieKI  on  '.ame  d.\v|,  647*1,  '^4^ 

Seat  of  Government  .Acccpinnce  Ilill,  ror/i 
(cominencemenl),  ^205,  6411 ;  (continuation 
of  laws),  6472;  (t-irst  Scheditlei,  6477»  3«- 
ip.o.,  6478) 

State  Debts,  g.,  3656 

Surz  Canal  Dues,  4^53 

Sugar,  Price  of,  q.,  7066 

Supply  Bill  (No.  3)  4*6^ 

Supply  : 

External  Affairs;  (Papua),  3027;  (Mail  Ser- 
vice to  Pacific  Islands),  3039 
Works  and  Buildings  (Trade  and  Customs), 

3590 

Tariff  Anomalies  and  Additional   Duties,  m., 
f.a.,  1547 

Telegraph  (Emergency)  Bill,  3B.,  1949 
Trawler,  sufply,  359° 

Deakia,  Hon.  A.,  BaUarat: 

Aborigines,  Protection  of,  q.,  3805 
Absence,  Leave  of,  «.,  470 
Address-in-Reply,  m.,  114  ,  , 

Adjournment,  Special,  244» 

3809.  5154.  5667.  7290 
Advertising  Australia,  q.,  3004,  3057 
Agricultural    Implement    Makers'  Employes 

Unions,  q.,  2946  _.. 
Agricultural    Machinery  :    Interest  rharges, 

q.,  3806,  3871 
Agricultural  Society's  Show,  adj.,  2904 
American  Fleet,  Visit  of,  177' 
Argentine,  Centenary  Exhibition,  q.  1314 
Audit  Bill,   £ons.   mes.,   (obligations  incurred 

outside   Commonwealth),  2508. 
Australian  Men  of  Letters  Fund,  359 
Beef  and  Hides,  World's  Market,  g.,  1526 
Bent,  The  late  Sir  Thomas,  adj.,  3655 
Bills,  Amending,  q.,  474* 
Bills  of  Exchange  Bill,  m.s.o.,  72^2 
Boer  War  :   Graves  of   Australian  Soldiers, 

adj.,   1953;  fAi.,  3658 
Border  Railways,  q.,  4655 
Borrowing,  q.,  4329 
Budget,  sufplvy  521;  m.,  2S83 
Business,   Order  of,   m.,   1327,   '359  ; 

1468,  1738;  q.,  2301;  adj.,  2350; 

adj.,  2449,  2004;         3osa;  adj.,  3357-  4t'49> 

5005.  5392;  ffi.,  5437:  <^'^j-'  5453-  5499'  574';' 

15967,  7017;  Private  Members',  m.,  345^"' 

4067;  arfjf.,  4357;  Postponement  of,  «.,  4009. 

6250;  Transaction  of,  adj.,  7^09,  7*3" 
Castaways,  Rescue  of,  q,,  lo.^S,  1533,  3175 
Chapman,  Mr.,  Leave  of  Absence  to,  m.,  3359 
Child  Labour,  q.,  4*52 


Deakin,  Hon.  A.—eoMiinited. 
Cleik : 

Duties  of  the,  wnen  Chairman,  m.,  (dissent 
from  ruling,  i8ii),  1813,  1822;  adj.,  1899 
Recognition  of  Services  of,  adj.,  1727 
Closure^  Application  of,  3710 
Coinage  : 
Inscription,  adj.,  3653 
Silver,  adj.,  1363 
Commerce  Congress,        1784;  aa/.,  37°7  »  S-t 

37095  q.,  4742 
Cominooweallh   Conciliation   and  Arbiuatioa 
Act;  Railway  and  Tramway  Employes,  g., 

5334 

Conciliation  and  Arbitration  (Parts  II.  and 
III.)  Bill,  com.  (amendment  of  section  59 
of  principal  Act),  7248;  (judicial  deciuons), 
7248 

Constitution,  Amendment  of,  q.,  2486 
Constitution  Alteration   (Finance)  Dili, 
3048,  3050;  m.,  3154,  adj.,  3803,  4000; 
4622,  4633,  5050;  com.  (expiration  of  section 
87A),  5341,  5244;  (financial  relations  of  States 
and  Commonwealth),  5254,  5478,  5486,  5647. 
5650;  (Suie  debts),  5651 ;  ad.  ref.,  57<9;  3^. 
ex-pL,  5799,  5802;  m.,  5800;  adj.,  5286,  5499, 
7210.    15  Lf    Financial    Relations,  Common- 
wealth and  States;  also  Premiers'  Confer- 
ence] 

Constitution    Alteration   (State    Debts)  Bill. 

iR.,  3176;  a£.,  3800;  f.,  4160;  3«.,  5733 
Comsacks,  Size  of,  adj.,   1728;  f.,  i783-4> 

2861,  5437 
Days  of  Sitting,  m.,  6869 
Davis,  Mr.  J.  C,  Case  of,  q.,  1301 
Defence  1 

Cadet  Equipment,  q.,  471 
Colonial  Navy  Bill,  ff-,  2947 
Contracts,  Minimum  Wage,  adj.,  3453 
Dreadnought,  Presentation  of,  q.,  275,  3128, 

3772;  N.S.W.  Fund,  j.,  4848,  4849 
Foxton,  Col.,  q.,  275;  adj.,  958;  q.,  1782, 
1783,  1865;  adj.,  1906;  Leave  of  Absence 
to,  m.,  4252 
(iovemmenr  Scheme,  q.,  1919 
Horses,  Hire  of,  q.,  1313 
Imperial  Conference,  address,  114;  q.,  274, 
275;  adj.,  9=;8;  q.,  1782,  1865;  adj.,  1906. 
q.,  3562,  2767.8,  2860,  3154,  3259 
Junee  Rifle  Club,  q.,  13*3 
Kitchener,  Lord,  Visit  of,  q.,  5339,  15709 
Liverpool  Military  Reserve,  q.,  5186 
Master  Gunners,  Third  Class,  1313 
Military    TattO'-,    Supply    of    Liquor  to 

Cadets,  q.,  5899 
Naval  Policy,  q.,  5709 
Naval  Seamen,  q,,  3562,  2947 
Naval  Subsidy,  q.,  276 
Small  Arms  Factory,  q.,  1301,  1418 
Torpedo  Destroyer,  Construction,  3153 
Victorian   R.A.A.,    Head-quarters    of,  f.- 

1313;  Police  Examination,  1313 
Williamstown  Target  Markers,  q.,  43q 
Defence   Bill,   m.s.o.,   3607,  36x1 ;   q'.,  3709. 

4067,  4160 
Dissent  from  ruling  : 

Relevance  (Privilege),  m.,  iSit 
Standing  Orders  (Suspension  of),  m.,  3664, 
3668 

Distinguished  Federalists,  suffty,  3901 
Distinguished  Visitor,  m.,  6378 

Divisions,  g.,  4159 

Dress  Goods,  Women's   and   Oiildren's,  q., 
344.  5'53  ^  I 
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DeokiD,  Hon.  A. — ecHtimued. 

Dry  Farming,  Senator  McCoU's  Report, 
2769 

Dynamite,  Importation  from  Cape  Colony, 
?M  43*9 

Electoral  Diviuonb,  Westeni  Amlralia,  Kcdi^• 

tribution  of,  j.,  6117;  m.,  6150;  adj.,  6196 
Electoral  Dill,  iR.,  4184;  m.s.c,  6386 
Federal  Capital  Site  adj., 360;  ^.,2201,2488. 

\S€€  Seat  of  Goremment  Acceptance  BUI] 
Female  Suffrage  in  England,  704 
Financial  Relations,  Commonwealth  and  States, 
suffly,  522;  Budget,  2883;  obs.,  3048;  q., 
3333-4t  4655-     [See   ronstitution  Alteration 
(Finance)  Bill;  also  Premiers'  Conference] 
Food,  Drugs,  and  Beverages,  Pure,  q.,  1787 
Foreign  Insurance  Companies,  q.,  3710 
General  Elections,  Dale  of,  q.,  7335 
Gosxnior-Geaeral  ; 

Reported  Retiremeni,  q.,  3051  ;  obs.,  3153 
Travelling  by  Foreign  Steiimern,  qf.,  J487 
Hansard  : 

Rei)orters'  Salaries,  suffly,  2St}6 

Reprints,  obs.,  1780;  f.,  2007;  m.,  2092-3; 

ad}.,  2453 
Typists,  suffly,  2896 
Hides,  Export  of,  q.,  6463 
High  Comroissione/  : 
Advisory  Committee  to,  adj.,  3055 
Appointment   of,    suffly.    3022 ;    y,,  7066, 

High    Commissioner    Bill,  5185,  6250, 

6536;  ad.  ref.^  6641 
Hours  of  Sittings,  q.,  3710,  4040-1 ;  5437 
-    Hutchison,  Mr.  Jaa.,  M.P.,  Death  of,  adj., 

7119;  m.,  7169 
Immigration  : 

Contract  Immigrants,  adj.,  1830 

Land  Available  for  Settlement,  f.,  3716 
Industrial  Legislation,  q.,  2486,  3050,  4253 
International  Conference,  q,,  4453 
Inter-State  Commission,  q.,  3020 
Inter-State  Commission   Bill,  q.,   5775,  6537, 

6631 

Inter-State  Produce  Shipments,  Inspection  of, 
f.,  6979 

Inter>State   Trade :    Prohibition   of  Imparts, 

5456 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Act,  Amend- 
ment of,  q.,  4068,  .^710 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  cons, 
mes.,  (naturalized  Asiatics),  2248 

Jam  Companies,  Amalgamation  of,  q.,  5810, 
61 19 

Kalgoorlie-Port  Augusta  Railway,  q.,  5050 

Land  Settlement,  q.,  6|;35 

Land  Tax  Assessment  Bill,  q.,  6537 

Language,    Unparliamentary,   obs-,  i6o6 

Late  Sittings:  Suppers  and  Cabs,  adj.,  1300 

Legitimation  Bill,  q.,  5105 

Library  Committee,  m.,  2012 

Library,    Petherick     Collection,    q.,  2129; 

suffly,  2897,  29or ;  g.,  4329 
Life  Assurance  Commission,  q.,  5239 
Lvne.  Sir  Wm.,  Press  Statements  re,  exfl., 

'1S64 

Majority  Representation,  q.,  5106 
Melbourne  Cup,  adj.,  5003,  5154 ;  q.,  50SI 
Members,  Attendances  of,  g.,  4338,  5338 


Deakin,  Hon.  A.—toHtinued. 

Ministry  : 

(Deakin),  Composition  of,  obs.,  243 

Financial  Proposals,  obs.^  3048 
No-Conhdence,    n.,    373 ;  0^'^ 

816;  adj.,  1039 
Policy    o  f ,    q.,    244  j    tbt.  {^.0.. 
277),  278,  1323 
{Fisher),  Position  of,  m.,  170;  adj.,  170,  203 
Ministries,  Elective,  q,,  5713 
Newcastle    Coal    Miners'*    Strike,    y.,  5775, 
5805,  5016;  suffly,  6044;  q.,  6140,  6461, 
6462,  6630,  7233 
Naval  Defence  Bill,  q.,  5186,  5709 
Naval    Loan    Bill    \f.o.,    6562);  as.t  6664  j 

m.s.e.,  692a 
Navigation  Rights,  q.,  6632 
New  Hebrides,        2860,  3049 
New  Protection,  q.,  6119,  6537,  7067; 
7210 

New  South   Wales   Industrial   Disputes   Act  : 

Remission  of  Fine  for  Breach  of,  q.,  4622 
New   Zealand   and   South   African  Customs 

Agreement,  adj.,  1306 
No-Confidence  Division,  adj.,  1291,  1299 
Northern  Territory  Acceptance  Bill,  q.,  3051, 

3772,  4069:  aB.,  4627;  q.,  5713 
Northern  Territory  : 

Gold  Discovery,  q.,  2299 

Letters  Patent,  q,,  1419 

Position  of,  adj.,  6982 

Railway  League,  q.,  6141 
Officers'  Compensation  Bill,  m.,  6564 
Old-age  Pensions  Appropriation  Bill,  m,,  1608 
Opium,  Importation  of,  q.,  1781 
Opposition,  Leader  of,  address,  114 
Pairs,  ad/.,  1298 

Parliamentary  Officers,  Increments  to,  suffly, 
2894 

Parliamentary  Proceedings  :  Newspaper 
Articles  and  Reports  on,  4622 

Parliamentary  Witnesses  Bill,  m.,  1326 

Patents  Bill,  com.  (contracts  of  service),  7015 

Pensions  : 
Invalid,  q.,  276,  7065 

Old-afjc,   q.,    358,    1090 ;    suffly,    521 ;  q., 
1728;  adj.,  1830,  2453 
Police:  King's  Medal  for  Bravery,  q.,  5713 
Port  Augusta  to  Kalgoorlie  Railway,  q.,  6869 
Portuguese  Cocoa,  Imports  of,  q.,  5713 
Postal  Commission,  q.,  2199;  adj.  (^.^.,5426), 

5432 

Postmaster-General  (Central  Staff),  7182 
Postmaster-General's  Department  : 

Correspondence,  unclaimed,  q.,  2560 

Mails,  Detention  of,  adj.,  2453 

Penny  Postage,  q.,  1309,  6631 

Wireless  Communication  with  New  Zealand, 
3357 

Potato    Bhght,    adj.,    3655;   q.,    3871;  ad;., 

4652;  5333 

Premiers'  Conference,  adj.,  958;  q.,  1523; 
adj.,  1728;  q.,  1864,  2007;  ad/.,  2055;  M., 
2130;  obs.,  3557'^.  [See  Constitution  Altera- 
tion (Finance)  Bill;  also  Financial  Relations, 
Commonwealth  and  States] 

Press  Cable  Service  Select  Committee,  OT.,  5714 

Press  Conference,  q.,  1784 

Price,  Hon.  Thomas,  Death  of,  m,,  328 

Printing  Committee  : 
Petitions,  m.,  1058 
Report  of.  Google 
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Deakin,  Hon.  A.~xetiiinMd. 

Privilege  :  Hansard  Reports,  m.,  3261 
Prorogation,  6368 
Public  Service  : 

Administrntion,  q.,  2205 

Clerical  Division,  Vacancies  in,  j.,  4849 

Female   Employes,  q.,  J300 

Minimum  ^Vage,  q.,  2406 
Public  Service  Act,  adj.,  5286 
Public  Service  (Commissioners  SaiBtyJ  Bin, 

m.s.o.,  6583 
Quarantine  AdministraUon,  <jd;.,  405^ 
Quaranline,  Detention  of  Mails,  adj.y  a453 
Questions  without  notice,  ols.,  2564 
Railway  and  Tramway  employes,  q.,  5334 
Referendum    (Constitution    Alteration)  Bill, 

com.  (arrangements  where  referendum  and 

election    are   held   on   same   day).   6479 ; 

m.s.e.j  6481 
Seamen  »  Compensation  Bill,  q.,  5051,  053? 
Seat  of  Government  Acceptance  Bill,  m.r.e., 

6478.    ISee  Federal  Capital  Site] 
Serjeant-at-Arms,    Salary    and  Allowances, 

supiHy,  2894 
Session  : 

Business  of ,  addrets,  114;  4957* 
Close  of,  ad;.,  6486,  6583,  7016,  7290 

Ships,  Unseaworthy,  5454 

Solar  Observatory,  <?.,  5333 

South  Pole  Expedition,  5805 

Speaker  Holder,  Mr.  : 
Death  of,  m.,  i6»9,  1632;  ods.,  1900 
Indisposition  of,  oil.,  i6c8;  adj.,  1609 

Speaker  Salmon,  Mr.  : 

Election   of,    m..    1688,    1701,  1705; 
1715 

Speaker,  Salary  of,  suffly,  aS^^ 
SplritDous  Liquors,  sale  of,  g.,  5049;  adj., 
5°95 

State  Rights,  adj.,  5745 

State  Upper  Houses,  f.,  5543 

Statutory  Rules  and  Rr^lations,  mdf.,  4051 

Steam-ships,  Deck  Cargoes  on,  g.,  7066 

Suez  Canal  Duea,  f.,  4653 

Sugar  Industry  : 

Bounty  and  Excise,  lufply,  4285-8S,  5439 
Growers',  Petition  by,  m.,  6142 
Royal   Commission,   q.,  43^7i  43*8,  4551, 
5*39.  5439.  5776.  6537.  7066 

Supply  : 

External  Affairs  :  (Offices  in  London),  3022 
Parli^ent :     (House    0/  RepiesenUtivea), 
2893,     2894 ;     (Parliamentary  Reporting 
Slail),  2896;  (Library),  2897,  a9or 

Supply  Bill  (No.  i),  ois.,  438;  S^o 

Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  com.,  4285 

Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  m„  5439 

SuiM'ly,  '^"m  of  Grant,  supply,  521 

Surplus  Revenue  BUI,  com.  (dtfiiution),  6937; 

m.s,o.f  6929 
Tanning  Industry,  q.,  5915 
Tariff  : 

Anomaliei  and  Additional  Duties,  q.,  5334 

New  Protection,  q.,  276 
Unification,  q.,  2129,  220; 
Vessels,  Overloading  of,  f.,  6x17 
Victorian  Legislative  Coimcil,  q.,  5455 
Victorian  Sleam-ship  Subsidy,  q,,  rji6 
Waraiah,    B.5.,    q.,    2299,    8486,    2561,  2767, 

2860,  3019,  6080  J  adj.,  3048 
Woman's  Suffrage,  q.,  6980 
Women's  Work  Exhibition,  q.,  3945,  3020 
Works  and  Buildings  Estimates,  q.^  2487 


I  lATgle,  SeiutOT  Hem.      WtMterm  Anatv^: 

Address-in-Reply,  m.,  Sa 

Adjournment,    Special,    m.,    234.    1131  l?^-. 

"35).  345»>  5104 
Agricultural    Implement    Makers'  Employes 

Union,  adj.,  4620 
Appropriation   (Works   and   Buildmgis)  Bill, 
com.  (Home  Affairs),  2819,  282X  ;  (Treasury), 
2840 

Australian  Industries  PreservatkHi  Bill,  ots., 
m.,  1374;  com.,  (unfair  concessions), 
1647,  1650,  1660;  ad.  ref.,  1740;  3«.j  1859 
Australian  Socialism,  supply,  34r8-25,  4315 
Borrowing  Policy,  Budget,  29it'a 
Broken  Hill  Strike,  address,  86 
Budget,  m.,  2905 

Bureau  of  Agriculture  Bill,  4615; 
(Bureau  of  .^ricalture),  5220,  5232 

Business,  State  of,  m.,  234-5;  aai.,  2292,5104; 
Postponement  of,         5314;  "^t^-,  S3»6 

Captain  Cook,  Logs  and  Journals  of,  m.,  393a 

Constitution  Alteration  (Finance)  Bill,  2B., 
6325  ;  com.  (financial  relations  of  States  and 
Commonwealth,  6429;  expl.,  6455;  31., 
6585.  [See  Financial  Relations,  Commoo- 
wealth  and  States] 

Contract  Immigrants  Act,  adj.,  5851,  5862 

Count-out,  adj.,  1046-49 

Deakin,  Mr.,  Actions  of,  address,  S4 

Defence  : 

Dreadnought,   Presentation  of,  adj.,  1049, 
1051 

Defence  Bill,  2R.,  5676;  com.  (preparation  for 
war),  5757;  (amendment  of  section  36  of 
principal  Act),  5884 ;  (Cadet  Uniformsi, 
588S ;  (appointments  to  Central  Administra- 
tion), 6617,  6618 ;  (persons  liable  to  be 
trained),  6709,  671 1 ;  (Administratrre  and 
Instructional  Staff),  6715;  {officers  to  Ataia 
certificate  of  fitness),  6716,  6719 

Dissent  from  Ruling :  Relevance  (HiEh  Catar 
missioner  BUI),  m.,  4514;  (Seat  of  CoTem> 
ment  Acceptance  Bill),  m.,  4905 

Electoral  Bill,  as.,  3144;  om.  (applicatiOBS 
for  postal  vote  certificates),  3332 ;  (votiag 
by  post),  3868;  md.  rep.,  4011;  cams,  amdts. 
(disorderly  conduct  at  meetings),  ^53^ 

European  Mail  Contract,  Time  Table, 6mi 

Financial  Relations,  Commonwealth  aad  States, 
Budget,  2906'it.  iSce  Constitution  Altera- 
tion (Finance)  Bill] 

Hansard  Reprints,  m.,  2062 

High  Commissioner  Bill,  ai.,  4211 ;  e#si. 
(.ippoiatmcnt),  4228;  ad.  rep.,  4505 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensioas  Bill,  2K., 
1961 ;  com.  (who  may  reocrrc  pennons), 
1995 ;  (naturalized  Asiatics),  2070,  2071, 
2074 ;  recom.,  2153 ;  (naturalized  ALsiaties), 
2170 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  (Income)  Bill, 
2K.,  65x0 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Penaons  Act,  adj.,  4926 
Japanese  doctor  for  Broome,  adj.,  1862 
Labour  Party  : 

Dissolution,  expl.,  783 

Press  Attitude  towards,  adj.t  1050 

Land  Values  Taxation,  m.,  8a 
Library  :  Class  of  books  supplied,  supply.  43*4 
Lindsay,  Mr.,  Lecture  by,  1953 
Millen,  Senator,  and  the  Labour  Party.  f*r., 
6331;  expl.,  6705-6;  Ip.ti^,  6796):  arf/M  6661 
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Largic,  Senator  Hon.  H. — eoniinutd. 
Ministry  : 

(Deakin),  No-Confidence  Motion,  0^7.1  1131; 

t-O;  1135 

fFishcr),  Displacement  of,  addrcn,  83 
Naval  Loan  Bill,  2K.  [f-o.^  6969),  6974 
Newcastle  Coal   Miners'   Strike,    odj.y  7133, 

7»37 

New  Protection,  adj.,  2356 
Northern  Territory  Acceptance  Bill,  2R.,  6857 
OI(i-age  Pensions,  adj.f  333a,  4109,  4123 
Old-age   Pensions  Appropriation    Bill,  as., 
1835 

Pairs,  adj.,  1667;  exft.,  1729 

Postal  Commission,  5863 

PostmasteT-Gcneral's  Departmenl  : 
Casual   Employes,  supply,  771;  a.,  1610 
Stamp  Printing  Machinery,  supply,  3840 

President,  The,  and  Direct  Taxation,  adj., 
2944 

-  Press  Cable  Service,  m.,  4243 
Printing  Committee,  m.,  i04r,  3o6a 
Privilege  :  Suspension  of  Sitting,  n.,  3850, 
3856 

Public  Service  Inspector,  W.A.,  adj.,  4935 
Questions,  Answers  by  Ministers,  g.,  1363 
Seamen's  Compensation  Bill,  3K.,  148a;  com. 

(exemptions),  2379 ;  (contracting  oat),  2029, 

3003,  3006;  Schedule  (scale  and  conditions 

of  compensation),  3013 
Seat  of  Government  Acceptance  Bill,  aK.,  4710; 

earn,  (schedule),  5021,  5034,  ^025 
Session,  Busine<:s  of,  adj.,  ii^i 
Speeches,  Limitation  of,  tn,,  1517 
Standing  Orders,  m,,  3206 

SupdIv  Bill  (No.  i),  !».,  640;  coft.  (schedule). 

Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  IB.,  3418 

Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  com.  (Schedule),  4314 

Supply,  Term  of  Grant,  650 

Symon,  Senator,  Speech  of,  f.,  1040,  1364 

Trawler,  supply,  2819,  2821 

Unemployed,  adj.,  1131 

Weratoh,  s.i.,  g.y  3904 

Dobson,  Senator  Hon.  H.,  Tatmania: 

Adjournment,  Special,  m.,  *.o.,  1139 

Agricultural  Implement  Makers'  Employes' 
Union,  m.,  3249 

Borrowing  Policy,  Budget,  2724 

Budget,  9.,  2147;  2723 

Bureau  of  Agriculture  Bill,  2R.,  4734;  com. 
(Bureau  of  Agriculture),  ^22<) 

Constitution  Alteration  (Fin:)nce)  Bill,  as., 
.6082,  [See  Financial  Relations,  Common- 
wealth  and  States;  ah>^  Premiers'  Confer- 
ence] 

Denkin  Ministry,  Policy  of,  m.,  354 
Defence  ; 

Cadets,  f.,  6197,  6315 

Dreadnought,  Presentation  of,  ^futgei^  2726 

Physical  Culture,  j.,  4009 
Riflemen,  Inefficients,  3201 
Universal  Training,  supply,  2725,  2726 
Dcfince  Bill,  3R.,  5416 

Dissent  from  Ruling  :  Relevancy  (Seat  of  Go- 
vernment Accpetance  BilH,  rr..  .ytoS 
Federal  Capital  Site,  f.,  3372;  Budget,  2727 
Financial  Relations,  Commonwealth  and  States, 
Budget,  2727,  2729.  [See  Constitution  Altera- 
tion (Finance)  Bill ;  also  Premiers'  Con- 
ference] 


Dobson ,  Senator  H . — continued. 

High  Commissioner,  q.,  5287 
—  -    -  fiiii, 

4504 


High  Commissioner 


A.,  3945;  ad.  rep.. 


Immigration,  j,,  7211 
Inter-State  Commission,  Budget,  2727 
Invalid  and  Old-age    Pensions    Bill,  recom., 
2159 

Land  Values  Tajtation,  Budget,  2724 

Naval  Loan  Bill,  sr.,  6955 

Navy  War  Council,  j,,  7210 

Newcastle  Coal  Miners'  Strike,  adj.,  7129 

New  Protection,  Budget,  2728 

Northern  Territory,  q.,  i6to;  Cotton  Growing, 

in,  q.,  7021 
Northern  Territory  Acceptance  Bill,  2B.,  6S40 
Patents  Bill,  m.,  2617 

Premiers'  Conference,  Budget,  2726.  [See 
Constitution  Alteration  (Finance)  Bill ;  also 
Financial    Relations,    Commonwealth  and 

'  States] 

Press  Cable  Service,  m.,  4247;  Select  Com- 
mitted, m.  (P.O.,  6316);  Privilege,  6506 
Public  Service   (Commissioner's   Salary)  Bill, 

3>.,  7046 

Seamen's  Compensation   Bill,   zk.,    1482 ;  ad. 

rep.,  3331 
Speeches,  Time  Limit  to,  2383 


EdwardB,  Hon.  B.,  Oxley: 

Bills  of  Exchange  Bill,  com.  (protection  of 

banker),  6653 
Officers,  Retirement  of,  adj.,  470 
Pinkenba  Mail  Delivery,  g.,  1^1 
Printing  Committee,  m.,  61 17 
Sugar  Growers,  Petition  by,  m.,  6117,  6141 
Victorian  Steam-ship  Subsidy,  q.,  1316 


Faifbalin,  ISx.  O.,  Fatokner: 

Conciliation  and  Arbitration  (Parts  II.  and 
III.)  Bill,  sa..  7343 

Defence  : 
Kitchener  Camps,  q.,  686g 
Kitchener,  Lord,  Visit  of,  q.,  5709 
Ofiicers'  Uniforms,  q.,  1534 

Defence  Bill,  com.,  (penalty  for  evading  ser- 
vice), 4873;  (Military  College),  494S ; 
5061 

Divisions,  q.,  4159 

Electoral    Bill    com.    (disorderly    conduct  at 

meetings),  6272;  (electoral  division^),  6303 
Hansard  Reprints,  m.,  2111 
High  Commissioner  Bill,  2R.,  3074 
Industrial  Insurance,  supply,  7095 

Invalid  Pensions,  supply,  7095 

Late  Sittings,  Suppers,  and  Cabs,  adj.,  1297 

Pairs,  adj.,  1297 

Pobtmastcr-General's  Department : 
Mail  Contractors'  Horses,  q.,  1308 
Motor  Mail  Vans,  g,,  1531 

Printing  Cummittec's  Report,  m.,  2111 

Sugar  Industry,  supply,  4295 

Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  com.,  4295 

Supjily  (The  Treasurer),  7095 

Tariff  Anomalies  and  Addi*innal  Duties,  M., 


{p.o.,   1526).  1788 
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Flndley,  Senator  Vietorta: 

Adjouratnent,  Special,  m.,  236,  3456 
Agricultural    Implement    Makers'  Employfa' 

Unions,  m.,  3341;  sufply,  3427,  7151;  adj., 

4619 

Advertising  Austr-illa,   lupfiy,   700.  70^ ; 
646.  1365.  1636  „  ,. 

Appropriation    Bill,  The  Patliament 

(Queen's  Hall),  7144;  External  Affairs : 
(Papua),  7145;  (Repatriation  of  Distressed 
Australians),  7147;  Attorney-General  (Agri- 
cultural Implement  Makers'  Employes), 
7151;  Treasury'  (Old-age  Pensions),  7156; 
(Government  Printing  Office),  7160-,  (Stamp 
Printing  Branch),  7162 ;  Defence  (Kilcheiter 
Camp),  7166  _ 

Ausirali.in  Industries  Preservation  Bill,  eoMS. 
amais.  (unfair  concessions),  7333 

Bureau  of  Agriculture  Bill,  at.,  4738;  adj.. 

Chambers  of  Commerce  Congress,  Kxpensei 
of  Visiting  Pressmen,  y.,  2148,  2356 

Coal  Miners'  Strike,  adj.,  7136 

Constitution  Alteration  (Finance)  Bill,  2R., 
6339;  com.  (financial  relations  of  States  and 
Commonwealth),  6443 

Defence  : 

Aerial   Navigiition,   y.,  1367 
Kitchener  Camp,  supply,  7166 
Ordnance  Branch  Staff,  a.,  6081,  6641 

Defence  Bill,  com.  (Cadet  Uniforms),  ^889 

Dissent  from  Ruling  :  Relevance  (High  Com- 
missioner Bill),  m.,  4513,  4514 

Election.  General,  m.,  236 

Electoral  Bill,  com.  (applications  to  change), 
3336;  ad.  rep.,  4017;  com.  amdts.  (dis- 
orderly conduct  at  meetings),  6532,  6533 

Government  Printing  Office,  supply,  7160 

Hantard  Reprints,  m.,  3o6o 

High  Commissioner  Bill,  2B.,  4220;  ad.  ref., 
4506 

Invalid  and  0!d-Age  Pensions  Bill,  com., 
(naturalized  Asiatics),  2073,  (inmates  of 
charitable  institutions),  2088;  recem.,  2152 

Minim rv  ■ 

(Deakin),   Policy  of,  560;   Count  out, 

odj.,  p.6.,  1051 
(Fibher).   Withdrawul   of    Liberal  Supjiort, 

Naval  Loan  Dill,  2lt.,  6961  {p.o.,  6969);  com. 
(appropriation  of  loan  moneys  for  purposes 
of  fleet),  7033.  703?)  7038 
New  Protection,  adj.,  2366 
Newspaper  Rates,  5003 
Northern  Territory  Acceptance  Bill.  3R.,6836 
Old-age  Pensions,  Administration  in  New  South 

Walp^.  stiffly,  7156,  7157 
Papua.   Administrator  of,  I^ave  of  AbKBCe 

to,  supply,  7145 
Political  Parti''=.  Fusion  of,  g.,  058 
Pres-i  Table   Servicr  Select  Committee,  Pub- 
lication of  Evidence,  m.,  6499 
Printing  Committee,  m.,  2060 
Public  Service  Salaries,  m.,  339 
Queen's  Hall,  Condition  of,  supply, 
Repatriation   of   Distressed   Australians,  sup- 
ply, 7147 

Seamen's   CompeusatioD   Bill,   com,,  (exemp* 

tions),  2289 

Seat   of   Government   Acceptance   Bill,  com,, 

(Seat  of  Government),  4919 
Speeches.  Time  Limit  to,  2383 
Stamp    Priming    Department,     Female  Em- 

ploy<'«,  ripply,  4318,  7162 


Findley,  Senator  E. — continmed. 

Standard  of  Empire  Contract,  supply,  700 
Standing  Orders,  m.,  321s 

Supply  Bill  (No.  1},  com.  (schedule),  700,  70* 
Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  com.  (schedule),  3437 
Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  com.  (schedule),  4^18 
Tariff  Anomalies        305,  1368 
Toll  Telephone  System,  q.,  1364 
Victorian  Irrigable  Areas,  p.,  4700 


Fisher,  Hon.  A.,  Wi^  Bay: 

Aborigines,  Protection  of,  q.,  3804 
Addrc^is-in-Kcpl) ,  m.,  1,5 
Adjoururaciit,  m.,  22^ 

Adjournment,  Special,  m.,  245;  {p.»„  5165! 
Agricultural    Implement   Makers  Employes, 

supply,  7106 
Australian  Industries  Preservation  Bill,  earn. 

(unfair  concessions),  7268 
Budget,  supply,  476,  600,  601 ;  m.,  3565 
Business,  Order  of,  adj.,  1469,  2902;  m.,  3052, 

3102;  q.,  4067;  adj.,   5393,  5499;  Private 

Members',  m.,  3459,  3493,  3496;  {p.o.,  JS^^)i 

Conduct  of,  adj.,  3504,  3507,  3601,  6196; 

Pustponemeot  of,  m.,  4667,  6250,  7^3^ 
Clerk,  Duties  of  the,  when  Chairman,  n.,  1S14 
Closure,  Application  of,  supply,  3361 
Coal  Miners'  Strike,  supply,  6045*  S-* 

6461,  7211,  7233 
Coal  Vend,  q:,  6368 

Coina!;e  Bill,  2017,  3023,  2027,  2029;  c*m. 
(coins),  2t88;  cons.  mes.  (coins),  3772; 
(powers  of  Governor- General),  2780,  37&41 
2792 

Coinage,  Silver,  address,  122,  suffiy,  -1408 

Conciliation  and  Arbitrati'.n  (Parts  II.  aad 
III.)  Bill,  2I1.,  7240 

Constitution  Alteration  (Finance)  Bill,  m., 
3176,  3284;  adj.,  3803:  2M.,  4358;  ccm., 
(expinition  of  section  87),  5341,  524^,  5250; 
(financial  relations  of  States  and  CommoD* 
wealth),  |i26i,  549S,  5589,  5647,  5648: 
(State  debts),  5650,  5653,  5665 ;  ad.  rrf^ 
(;7i4;  3R..  q-?!;  adj.,  5286,  MOO-  \St* 
Financial  Relations,  Commonwealth  and 
States ;  also  Premiers'  Conference^ 

Constitution  Alteration  (State  Debt?)  Bill,  zE., 
4184;  3R.,  5733 

Days  of  Silting,  m.,  6870;  {p.o.,  687?.  6876) 

Dcfc:ire  Hill,  wi.j.o.,  1607 ;  q.,  40167;  as,, 
4454:  ci^w.,  (Naval  Volunteer  Forces).  4S72, 
4671?,  4677,  1684,  4690;  (application  of  Amv 
Act),  4697 ;  cons,  amdts.  (Senior  Cide:-', 
699s 

Defence  : 

Dreadnought,  Presentation  of,  B*if[H,  3^4  ; 

q-.  377a 

Imperial  Conference,  address,  itS.  120;  f., 
2767.  3 "54 

Imperial  General  Staff,  Recommenaatiacu  of 

Chief  of,  q.,  3709 
Warlike  Material,  sale  of,  adj.,  129a 

Deficit,  supply,  7194-5 
Dissent  from  Ruling  : 

Closure  (Supply,  Formal),  m.,  3583 
Private  member  cannot  increase  char^  or 
burden  on  people   (Invalid  and  Old-age 
Pensions  Bill),  m.,  1440 
Relevance  (Privilege),  m.,  1811 
Distinguished  Federaliris,  supply,  2901 
Distinguished  Vi«tor.^«-<3^og(e 
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Fisher^  Hi  d.  A. — continued. 

Electoral  Bill,  2B.,  5744 ;  com.  (rent  of  halls), 
6075;  (newspaper  reports),  6260;  (disorderly 
conduct  nt  meetings),  6277,  6292 ;  (women 
voters),  62()3;  (charges  for  haHs),  6311; 
m.s.o.,  6386 

Electoral  Divisions,  Western  Australia,  Redis- 
tribulion  of,  adj.,  6080;  q.,  6117;  n.,  6149; 
adj.,  6106 

Federal  Capital  Site,  suffly,  7106,  7108.  [See 
Seat  of  Government  Acceptance  Bill] 

Financial  Relations,  Commonwealth  and  States, 
address,  121  ;  Budget,  2565-74,  2884;  adj., 
2764-5;  3J33;  suffly.  3364.  7i93-  iSee 
Constitution  Alteration  (I'inance)  Bill;  also 
Premiers'  Conference] 

Fisher,  Mr.,  Telegram  by  Mr.  Crouch  to, 
exfl.,  816 

Grievances,  Ventilation  of,  suf^y,  IZ03 

Hansard  : 

Reports,  Additions  to,  m.,  3262 
Reprints,  adj.,  1720;  m.,  2093,  2096,  2123 

High  Commissioner,  supply,  3021 ;  g.,  7066, 

High    Commissioner    Bill,  3100;  com. 

(appointment),  31(14 ;  (services  to  States), 
3557.  3559;  (salary),  3563;  3588, 
3591 ;  4938,  5185,  6350;  cans,  amdts. 
(not  to  hold  odier  offices),  6484,  6635;  ad. 
ref.,  6640 

Honorary  Ministers,  Official  Expenses,  suffty, 
2993 

Hours  of  Sitting,  m.,  5437;  adj.,  6Q34 
Hutchison,  Mr.  jas.,  M.P.,  Death  of,  adj., 

71191  ebs.,  yitg 
Industrial  Legislation,  address,  12^ 
Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  2R.,  1334; 
com.    (who    may    receive    pensions),    1430 ; 
(P-^-f   »433).   M63.  '554;  (residential 

qualification),  1578;  (residence  in  territory 
under  Commonwealth  authority),  1579;  (in- 
valid pensions)  {p.a.,  1585),  1586,  1592;  3E-i 
1604 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  (Income)  Bill, 
M.,  6371;  com.  (amendment  of  definition  of 
"income"),  6378 

Labour  Party  : 

Attilude  towards  Mr.  Deakin.  address,  118 
Methods  of,  address,  124:  adj.,  223 

Land  Tax  Assessment  Dill.,  int.,  in,,  31 
Language,  Unparliamentary,  ais.,  1299,  t6o6 
Library  Committee,  m.,  2016 
London  Offices,  supply,  2762 
Ministers,  Hnnnrtirv,  m.,  24^ 
Ministry  : 

(Deakin,,  Compoailion  of,  m..  34; 

Financial  Policy  of,  supply,  476, 
2971 

No-Confidence,  m.,  303,  359,  1290 
Policy  of  {p.a.,  277),  1317 
(Fisher),  Policy  of,  address,  116 

Position  of,  adj.,   126,  170,  aaa- 

27;  m.,  160 
Resignation  of,  ohs.,  227 
Treatment  of,  adj.,  225 
Naval  Loan  Bill,  m.,  6539,  6635;  2li.,  66;6 ; 
com.  (short  title),  6877;  [issue  of  inscribed 
stock),  6888,  6899,  6902;  (issue  of  Treasury 
bonds),    6f)03 ;     (redemption    of  inscribed 
stock),   6903,   6904,   6905,   6909;  (sinking 
fund),  6913;  supply,  720a 


Firiier,  Hon.  A. — ecntinued. 

New  Protection,  address,  125 ;  suffly,  7195- 
7202 

No-Confidence  Division,  adj.,  1291 
Note  Issue,  address,  122 

Old-age  Pensions  Appropriation  Bill,  m., 
1604.  1607;  SB.,  1823;  com.,  (short  title), 
1829,  1S30 

Opposition,  Leader  of,  aedresst  lii 

Pairs,  adj.,  1291 ;  3613 

Parliament :  (Library)  2901 

Papua : 
Administration,  suffly,  3026 
Boundaries,  Delimitation  of,  supply,  3027 
Currency,  supply,  3026 
Natives,  treatment  of,  supfly,  3027 


Progress  Report  o_f,  sufply,  yab 

sier  ot,  supply^  3027, 

3033 


Public  Servants,  Tronsi 


Parliamentary  Witnesses  Bill,  m.,  1326 
Pension*  : 

Invalid,  supply,  7089,  7090-5 

Old-age,  q.,  113;  address,  122;  supfly,  $2^, 
600;   adj.,   3517,   360a;   supfly,  7090-5, 
7098-9,  7202 
Port  Pirie  Smelting  Works,  Sunday  l-abour, 

address,  12^ 
I'ostal  Commission,  11^7'.,  5435 
Potato  Blight,  adj.,  3769 
Premier  of  South  Australia,  Death  of,  m.,  227 
Premiers'  Conference,  suffly,  600;  adj.,  958; 

q.,  1864;  «.,  2134;  aij.,  2146;  ois.,  2558; 

Budget,  2566.     [See  Constitution  Alteration 

(Finance)    Bill;    also    Financial  Relationi, 

Commonwealth  and  States] 
Printing  Committee  : 

Petitions,  m.,  105S 

Report,    m.    {f.o.   983,    2093),    3093,  2096, 
2123 

Public  Service  (Commissioner's  Salary)  Bill, 
cent,    amdts.    (employment    of  telegraph 

messengers),  7253 
Questions  without  notice,  obs.,  2564 
Referendum    (Constitution    Alteration)  Bill, 
com.   (arrangements  where  referendum  and 
election  held  on  same  day),  6479,  6481 

Revenue  : 

Customs  and  Excise,  suffly,  4280 

Refunds  of,  supply,  644 
Se.-it  of   Government  Acceptance  Bill,  exfl., 

6476.    [See  Federal  Capital  Site] 
Speaker  Holder,  Mr.  : 

Death  of,  m.,  1630 

Indisposition  of,  obs.,  1609 
Speaker  Salmon,   Mr.  : 

Elcctioa  of,  m.,  1687,  1705,  r7i4;  ebs.,  1716 
State  Debts,  supply,  7193 
State  Rights,  11^7.,  5745 
Sugar  Industry  : 

Bounty  and  Excise,  Budget,  2572 ;  supply, 
4280.5,  543S-9 

Supply  :  m.,  [p.o.,  3543) 

External     A0ain     (Administrative),  2971; 

(Executive    Council),    2993 ;    (Offices  in 

London),  3021;  (Papua),  3025 
Home  Affairs  :  (Administrative),  7106,  7108 
Parliament  (Library),  2001 
Parliament  :     (House    of  ^Representatives), 
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IfUUx  to  iSpeechef. 


Fisher,  Hon.  A. — cantiiaud. 

Supply — centinutd. 

Fostmaster-General :   (Central   Suff),  7182 

Treasury :    (The    Treasurer),    7089,  7090, 
7098;  (Advance  to  Treasurer),  7106 

Works  and  Buildings  :  (Post  and  Telegra[*), 
»759;  (External  Affairs),  276a 
Supply   Bill   (No.    i),   obs.,   438;  47*  J 

m.s.o.,  475;         476.  S»8,  519.  5*2;  M,, 

sqq;  com.  (schedule),  644 
Supply  Bill  (No.  a),        3361,  3«o8 
Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  com.,  4280 
Supply  Bill  (No.  4).  int.,  S438-9 
Supplv,  Term  of  Grant,  suffly,  47>.  475'  5". 

510:  535       ^„  ,  - 

Sydney  General  Post  OfiBce,  supply,  7106 
Treasurer's  Advance,  suffiy,  64+ 
Watson,  Mr.,  Leave  of  Absence  to,  m.,  4252 
Worfcf  and  Buildings  Estimates,  sufpy,  2759 

Forrest,  Bight  Hon-  Sir  John,  P.C.,  Q.0M.O^ 

Stvan: 

AppiopiiatioD    (Works   and    Building]  Bill, 

m.s.a.,  and  22.^  2763,  2764 
Audit  Bill,  M.,  1359;  1891 

Banking  Hill,  fxfl.,  204 

Borrowing,  Budget,  2424 

Bounties,  Budget,  2420 

Budget,  supply,  507,  595;  f.,  I3»4,  H'-gi 

2413-26;  e.,  2770 
Business  :  Private  Members ,  m.,  3503 

Coinage  : 

Copper,  J.,  7067 
Dccit-.i.tI,  g.,  1420 

New,        2199,  2200,  2767,  6536;  supply, 
7099 

Silver,  g.,  1302;  Budget,  2414,  2419 
Coinrige  Bill,  *».,  1359,  2017,  2026,  2029;  ai., 
3178;  com.  (coins),  2189,  2i(/),  2r92 ;  (legal 
tender),    2219;    (proclamatio/i),    2220,  2223, 
2225;   (schedule),  2226;  cfins.    mes.  (coins), 
2770,    2773,    2774;    (powers   of  Goremor- 
Gencral),  2773,  2782,  2787,  2791 
Comnionwe.ilth,  Progress  of,  Jindgrt,  2425-6 
Constitution   Alteratioa    (Finance)  Bill, 
3809.     [See  Financial  Relations,  Common- 
wealth and  Stales;  also  Premiers'  Confer- 
ence! 

"  Contingencies,"  supply,  63S 

De:ikin,  Mr.,  CnnduLl  Uiw.iidi.,  cxpl.,  9515-7, 

ti8t 
Defence  : 

Boys'  Naval  Brigades,  Grants  to,  q.,  5915 
Compulsory     Physical     Training,  Budget, 
2422 

DrcaJnoug!il,  Present:ition  of,  Budget,  2423 
Expenditure,  Budgrt,  2422 
Imperial   Conference,  Budget,  2422 
Kitcliencr,  Lord,  Visit  of.  Budget,  2422 
Milit.iry  Service,  Compenb:ition  for,  y.,  5455 
Naval  Agreement,  Budget,  2422 
Naval  Policy,  Budget,  2423 
Uifle  Clubs,  Budget.  2422 
Electoral  Divisions,  Western  Australia,  Redis- 
tribution of,  «.,  6187 
Eleclor.il  Bill,  com.  (rent  of  halls),  6122 
Europt:.in  Mail  Contract,  Budget,  2421 
Financial  Relations,  Commonwealth  and  States, 
q.,  Budget,  2425;  adj.,  2766;  supply, 

7191-2,  Wii't  (  onslitutio''  .Alicralion  (Fmame) 
Bill;  also  Premiers'  Conference] 


Forrest,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John,  P.C  G.C.M.G.— 

continued. 

Fremantle,  Municipal  Loan,  g.,  2007 
Hansard,  Reprints,  adj.,  1718,  1894.  ^7  i  9-' 
2769 

High  Commissioner,  adj.,  6794 
Intei-State  Trade,  Budget,  2418 
Invalid   and   Old-age   Pensions   Act,  Amend- 
ment   of,    S;    4068,  6368 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  is/.,  iL 
and  2K.,  1332,  r438;  com.  (persons  who  mxy 
receive  pensions),   1464,   1551 ;  (residential 

qualification),  1577;  (invalid  pensions)  {f.»., 
1584),  1585;  m.s.o.,  1602;  3K.,  1604:  eems. 
mes.  (naturalized  Asiatics),  2204,  ti^i, 
2242;  (powers  of  magistrates),  2253 

Invalid  »nd  Old-age  Pensions  (Incoaae)  BiM. 
q.,  636S;  m.,  6370;  com.  (amendment  of  de- 
finition of  "income"),  6377 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway,  Bmdge:, 
2419 

London  Offices,  supply,  2762 

Municipal  Borrowing  :  National  P'>stil  Bank- 
ing System,  q.,  1901 

Naval  Loan  Bill,  m.,  6539;  la-,  656a;  ohs.. 
6562  i  2tt.,  6632 ;  com.  (issue  of  inscribed 
stock),  687S,  6S87,  6892,  6899;  (inscribed 
stock  and  interest  charged  on  consolidated 
revenue),  6903 ;  (redemption  of  inscribed 
stock),  6903,  6905 ;  (sinking  fund),  6qic. 
6913,  6914;  (trustees  of  sinking  fund),  6920 

Northern  Territory  Acceptance  Bill,  ctm. 
(obligations  of  Commonwealth),  5829 

Officers'  Compensation  Bill,  m.,  6363;  iK., 
6565;  2B.,  7254 

Old-age  Pensions  '  Af^uopriation  Bill,  11., 
1604,  1607,  1608;  2R.,  1822,  1828 

Papua,  Pro.spects  of.  Budget^  2419 
Parliamentary  Buildings,  Sewering  of,  ruff-ly^ 

601 
Pensions  : 
Invalid,  f.,  4653,  4744;  iufpiy,  7089 
Old-age,  supply,  508-10,515,594;  1040; 
q.,    I 144,    1301,    1312,    I 521,    1787,  2129. 
2175,   2200-T,  2298,   3405;   Budget,  2417; 
q.,  2487,  24^,  2560;  adj.,  a6oS;  q.,  26^3, 
2947-   3'53.  3334.   33^;   '«Ptly,  3393-5; 
?- 3524>  3605.  3657.  37'S'  37'6.  3808,40:^; 
supply.  4259;  q.,  4358,  4744.  5454,  5455, 
5809,  6462,  6992,  7169;  ntfply,  7193 
Postmaster-Genernrs  Department : 

Postal    Notes    and    Money    Orders,  Bank 

Charge  on,        1420,  adj.,  1877 
Receipts  and  Expenditure,  Budget,  2421 
Telephones  and  Telegraphs,  Budget,  2411 
Postal  Commission  : 
Work   and   Remimeratioo,   q.,  130S,  a4S&, 
2651 

Premiers'   Conference,   Budget,  2425. 
Constitution  Alteration  (Finance)  Bill ;  aiio 
Financial    Relations.    Commonwealth  and 
States] 

Press  Cables,  Budget,  2421 

Printing  Office,  Machinery  for,  supply^  2764 

Public  Service 
Leave  of  Absence,  f.,  it;3» 
Officers'  Compensation  Bill,  g.,  377a 
Payments  to,  3509 

Q.«rantine,  .^.^|^ 
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Forrest,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John,  P.C.,  G.C.M.G.— 
continued. 


Revcuue  ; 

Amount  retumahle 


to    States,  Kstiimated, 


Budget,  2415 
Customs  and  Excise,  Budget,  242^^^..  3371, 

3458,  J507;  supply,  4279 
Deficit,   Estimated,   Budget,   2416;  suffly, 
719a 

Estimsted  for  iqo^-io,  Budget,  2413 

Refunds  of,  suffly,  044,  7>9B 
Stamp    Printing    Department :    Femak  Em- 
ployes,        48491  i^fth''  7»oo,  7101;  q.t 
7170 

Slate  Debts,  g.,  1788,  3657 

Su^ar  Bounty,  Budget,  2420 

Supply  Bill  (Na  i),  m.,  47a;  m.s.e.,  475: 

475.  507.  5»S.  5»8;        594;  (schedule) 

6-j8,  63«u  644 
Su])ply  BiU  (No.  a),  m.,  J360,  3393  i  3573« 

3605,  3606 

Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  m.,  4259;  eom.t  4279 
Suppiy:  m.,  3543 
Works  and  Buildings  :  (Home  Affairs),  2587; 

(Trade    and    Customs),   2593 ;  (External 

Affairs),  276a 
Supply  : 

Parliament  :    (House    of  Represeatatives), 
7191 

Treasury  :  (The  Treasurer),  7089;  (Coinage), 
7099;  (Stamp  Priating),  7100,  7101 
Suj>plv,    Term   of    Grant,    suffly,  472,  518; 

Surplus   Revenue   Bill,    int.,    iR.,   6632;  aS,, 

6'i22,  6f)26;  3B.,  61129;  ?•>  7'7' 
T.iriO  Anoniiilics,  Bridget,  24rq 
Transferred  Properties,  Budget,  24r8 
Trc;isurer's  .^dM.ncc,  suffly,  ^18,  644 
Treasury   Bonds,    Budget,  2416 
Wireless  Telegraphy,  y.,  2298;  Budget,  2419; 

q.,  2487 


Foster,  ULc.  F.  J.,  Ilew  England: 

A'ljowrnnxnt,  Special,  m.,  2335 
Bu<i'.:cl,    m.,  'aSSy 

Business  :  Private  Members',  m.,  3487 
Coin.i^e  Bill,  com.  (lei;al  tender),  2215 
Con--.tilufitjn    Alteration.    (Fiaance)    Bill,  m., 
3-«Slj ;    €om.    (financial    relations   of  Siutei 
.iii'i  Commonwealih),  5277.     {Sec  Preniicrs' 
Conference) 

Defence  Bill,  com.  (Naval  Volunteer  Forces), 
4''S((    {persons    undcr-joing    training    to  be 
pai'll.  4Sf)i  ;  recom.,  5061 
Esliniates,   Consideration  of.  Budget,  2889 
Hijih  Commissioner  Bill,  2R.,  3081 
Invalid  and  Old-age   Pensions  Bill,  •com,  (in- 
valid pensions),   leof ;  com.  mes.  (natural- 
ized Asiatics),  2252 
Ministrv  r 

(Deakin),  No-Confiilcnce,  m.,  7Q2 
(Fislier),   Position  uf,  adj.,  168 

Naval  Loan  Bill,  2B.,  6765 

Northern    Territory    Acceptance    Bill,  eom., 

(definition),  4658 
Old  a!;e  Pensions,  suffly,  26S7,  5117 
Old-age    Pensions    Appropriation    Bill,  2R., 

1838 


Foster,  Mr.  F.  J. — tontinued: 

Officers'  Compensation  Bill,  q.,  377a 
Postmaster- General's  Department : 

Tclegiaph  aBd  Telephone  Lines,  Coastnic- 

tion  of,  g.,  61 18 
Telephones,  q.,  2946,  3020 
PTcmicTs'    Confeiettce,    Special  Adjournment, 
2335.      ^See    Constitution  Alteration 
(Fin»ncc>  Bill} 

Foster.  Htm.  B.  W..  Waixfidd: 

Constitution    Alteration    (Finance)  Bill, 
lOoS,  3961 

Defence   Bill,    com.     (persons   liable   to  he 

(rained),    4760,    4764 ;    (military  canteens), 

4982,  4987,  4992 
Electoral  Bill,  com.  (disorderly   conduct  at 

public  meetings),  6282  ;  ^  (approaches  to  polU 

lag  booths),  6395 
Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey, 

5050.  5544.  5710 
Northern  Territory  : 

Position  of,  ad}.,  6985 
Railway  League,  g.,  6140 
Northern     Territory     Acceptance     Bill,  as,, 
4338,  4349;  com.  (obligations  of  Common- 
wealth), 5815;  3».,  5946 

Fowler,  Hon.  J.  M.,  Perth: 

Adjournment,  Special,  m.,  2329;  exfl.,  2335 
Austrafia,  Map  of,  3.,  7170 
Australian  Men  of  Letters  Fund,  y., 
Coastal  Vessels,  Doctors  on,  q.  3605 
Coinage  Bill,  aR.,  3(70 ;  earn,  (coin;;!,  2189, 

2193,  2104,  2195;  (IcfTal  tender),  ^21-^:  eons. 

mes.,    (powers   of    riovernor-t'cnfralf,  277S 
Coinage,  Dctimal,  y.,  1430 
Coastitutioa    Alteration    (Finance!  Rtll. 

4047:  cvm.  (financial  relations  of  t'ommon- 

wcalth  and  States),  540.1-      [See  Premiers' 

ronferencel 
Defence  : 

Defective  RifJe  Cartridge,  q.^  5239,  6368 
Karalcatta  Rifle  Range,  supply,  27-15 
Rifles,  q.,  2406 

Small   Arms  Factory.  1786 
Electoral    Divisions,    Western    Australia,  Re- 
distribution of,         6164;  exfl.,  6185 
European  Mail  Service,  q.,  4623 
Immigration  : 

Land  Available  for  Settlement,  q.,  3716 
Invalid    and    Old-age    Pensions    »ili,  eom. 
(naturalized     sulnecti)     *574;     tons.  mes. 
(natur.ilixed    Asi.itics),  22.^4 
Labn'tr  I'artv,  Retirement  from,  exf!,,  j^qi 
Land  Scltlcincnt,  q.,  6535 
Ministries,  Elective,  ad;.,  329 
Northern    Territorv    Acceptan^-e    Kill,  cam. 
|oI)Ii'.^ltions  of  Commonweal ih),  5825,  5830; 
recoil!.,  5929 
01il-a<.;c  Pensions,  adj.,  3521 
Old-age  Pensions  Appropriation  Bill,  2R.,  1S28 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department  ; 

Fraud  by  Postal  Employ^  in  W.A.,  a.,  4743 
Perth  Post  Office,  q.,  4454 
Telegraph  and  Tcieplionic  Services,  Western 

Australia,  q.,  335S 
Telephone  Conduit  Pipes,  q.,  iqiS 
Telephone    Wires,    Perth,  Undergrounding 

"'^'DiaSb,  Google 
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Fowler,  Hon.  J.  M. — continued. 

Premiers'  Conference,  m.,  ^3-i<j;   cxpl.,  23.15- 
[See  Constitution  Alteration  (Finance)  Bill] 
Printing  Committee,  Petitions,  m.,  1059 
Public  Service,  Payments  to,  q.,  3509 
Quarantine  Uegulalions,  q.,  3959 
Supply,  Works  and  Builtfmgs  ;  (Defence),  S745 
Supply  Bill  (No.  1),  m.,  473 
Waralah,  s.s.,        8561*  2767,  2860,  3019 

Foxton,  Col.  Hon.  J.  F.  G.,  /frUam  : 

Defence  Bill,  1:0ns.  amdts.  (prohibition  of  in- 
toxicants at  military  canteens),  6998 
Naval  Loan  Bill,  2E.,  6735 
Northern  Territory,  Position  of,  adj.,  6986 

Fraser,  Senatoi  Hon.  8^  Victoria  : 

Lighthouses  Bill,  torn,  (acquisition  of  light- 
houses), 2635 

Naviii  Loan  Bill,  com.  (issue  of  inscribed 
stock).  7038 

Northern  Territory  Acceptance  Bill,  sR-,  6820 
Supply  Bill  (No.  i),  com.^  (schedule)  77? 

Fracer,  Mr.  0,  E.,  Kaigoorlie: 

Adjournment,  Special,  m.,  1652;  5166) 
Appropriation   (Works   and   Buildings)  Bill, 

2R.,  2763 

Australiiin   Industries   Preservation  Bill,  ad. 

rep.,  7275 

Bills    of    Exchange   Bill,   com.    (inland  and 
foreign  bills),  6641 ;  (inchoate  instruments), 
6644;  ad.  ref.,  7232 
Borrowing  Policy,  Budget^  2891 
Budget,  suffly^  485;  w.,  2488,  2890 
Business:  Private  members',  m.,  3488;  con- 
duct of,  flrf/.,  3596,  4650;  Postponement  of, 
M.,  4589,  4667,  7237;  order  of,  orf>.,  7017; 
ohs.,  7275 

Chinese  :  Induif  into  Noithern  Australia,  iuf- 

closure,  Application  of,  f.o.,  3541 

Co:^l  Miners'  Strike,  y.,  6629,  6630,  7230,7231 

Coinage  Bill,  com.  (coins),  2182  j  cons,  mes-t 

Conciliation  and  Arbitration  (FarU  II.  and 
III.)  Bill,  2I1.,  7241 ;  ««.  (judicial  deci- 
sions), 7248 

Constitution  Alteration  (Finance)  Bill, 
4927,  5050;  com.  (financial  relations  of  States 
and  Commonweal ih),  5636;  (State  Debts), 
5651.  \.See  Financial  Relations,  Common- 
wealth and  States;  also  Premiers'  Confer- 
ence] 

Contract  Immigrants,  sufply^  2690;  q.,  4928; 
adj.,  5899,  5914 

Deakin,  Mr.,  Actions,  of,  adj.,  178,  179  ;  Con- 
duct of  Sir  John  Forrest,  towards,  frfl.,  982 

Defence  : 

Dreadnought,    Presentation    of,    a.fj.,  253; 

supply,  486 
Government  Policy,  Budget,  2494 
Imperial  Conference,  adj.,  2,1 
Naval.  Australian  Unit,  adj.,  6424 
Re-Votes,  suffly,  2734 
Defence  Bill,  q.,  3709;  com.  (Military  Col- 
lege), 4932,  4953.  4954.  (Military  Canteens), 
4985;  recom.,  5059,  5067 


Frazer,  Mr.  C.  E. — continued. 

Dissent  from  Ruling  : 

Closure  (Supply,  Formal),  m.,  3581 
Private  member  cannot  increase  charge  or 
burden  on  people  (Invalid  and  Old-age 
Pensions  Bill),  m.,  1434 
Standing  Orders  (Suspension  of),  m.,  3674 
Electoral  : 

Assistant  Returning  OfBcer,  Kalgoorlie, 

3960  J  stiffly,  4254 
Divisions,   Western   Australia  :  Redistriba- 
tion  of,  m.,  6174 
Roils,  q.,  _V=^4,  5051 J  suffly,  5r35 
Electoral  Bill,  com.   (application   for  postal 
vote  certificate  and  ballot  paper),  6058,6060, 
f>o63 ;  (provision  to  meet  emergencies),  6064; 
(complaints  of  breaches  of  law),  6269;  (du- 
orderly  conduct  at  meetings),  6276;  (didri- 
bution    by   Commissioners),    6309 ;  recgm., 
6379;  (horse  and  carriage  hire),  6380 
Estimates,  Consideration  of.  Budget,  2890 
European  Mail  Contract,  q,,  4038,  4039 
External  Affairs,  Secretary  of,  suffly,  3^3-5 
Federal  Capital  Site,  Budget,  24;^:  suffly^ 
7109 

Financial  Obligations  of  Commonwealth,  smf- 

fly,  6027 

Financial  Relations,  Commonwealth  and  States, 
suffly,  486;  Budget,  2489,  2490,  2491.  [See 
Constitution  Alteration  (Finance)  Bill ; 
Premiers'  Conference] 

Fisher,  Mr.,  Telegram  to,  exfl.,  1061 

Freeman  and  Wallace,  adj.,  179 

Hansard  : 

Proofs,  Correction  of,  q.,  984;  exfl.,  to6i 
Reports,  Privilege,  nt.,  3250,  3270 

High  Commissioner  Bill,  q.,  6536 ;  com. 
(appointment),  318a,  3194;  (salary),  3568; 
(not  to  hold  other  offices),  3571 ;  3a., 
3634;  suffly,  6028;  cons,  amdts.  (not  to 
hold  other  offices),  6482,  6483,  6636 

High  Commissioner,  suffly,  3023 

Immigration  Restriction  Act,  suffly,  2074-5, 
4255 

Inter-State  Commission  Bill,  q.,  6537 
Invalid    and    Old-age    Pensions    Bill,  com. 

(who  may  receive  pensions),   1467;  (inv.nlid 

pensions),  1584 
Japanese  doctor  for  Broome,  q.,  1^4,  1902; 
^.^f7-y  \953;  tftft^ri  2690.  2974 
Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway,  Budget, 

2497  ;  q.,  5050 
Late  Sittmgs,  Suppers  and  Cabs,  adj.,  1205 
London  Offices,  suffly,  2763,  3033 
Ministry  : 

(Deaki-i)  No-Confidence,  m,,  449 

(Fisher)  Position  of,  adf.,  r73 
Naval  Defence,  Australian  Unit,  expi.,  6424 
Naval  Loan  Bill,  m.,  6,';44 ;  [f-o.,  6562);  at, 

6781;  com.  (issue  of  inscribed  stock),  6885; 

(sinking   fund),   6914;    (inveslmcnt   of  loui 

fund   and   sinking   fund),  6916;  (securities 

and  income  exempt  from  taxation),  6917; 

(trustees  of  sinking  fond),  6920 
New  Protection,  Budget,  2496;  q.,  6537 
No-Confidence  Division,  adj.,  129^ 
Northern    Territory    Acceptance    Bill,  adi., 

46C0;  3B.,  1:9:6;  supply,  6028 
Northern    Territory,    Transfer    of,  Budget 

2497.8 

Officers'   Compensation    Bill,  6563 ;  31., 
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Frazer,  Mr.  C.  'E.—eentiHued. 
Pairs,  adj..  1295 
Pensions  ; 

Invalid,  q.,  276,  7065;  Budget,  2490^;  tuffty, 
70S6 

Oid-age,   luffly,   487,   593;   Budget,  2493; 
supfly,  2691;        2947;  adj.,  3599: 
^^A".  4»S3.  6028 
Fort   Augusta  to    Katgoorlie  Railwav, 
6S69 

Postmaster- GeDcral's  Department  : 

Kalgoorlie    Post   Office,   Theft   at.  supjlv, 
425-; 

Kalgoorlie,       Underg  rounding  leleplioac 

Wires,  suf-fiy,  2763 
Telephone  Kates,  1311 

Post    and    TelcEiraph    (Recording  Machines) 

Bill,  aR.,  4404 
Premiers'  Conference,  Budget,  2489.  \See 

Constitution  Alteration  (Finance)  Bill ;  <dso 

Financial    Relations,    Commoawealtb  and 

Sutes] 
Privilege ; 

Hamard  Reports,  m.,  3259,  3270 
Seamen's  Compensation  Bill,  sR.,  6931;  com. 

(time  for  talcing  proceedings),  6933 
Speaker,  Election  of^  fn.,  1693 
State  Debts,  Budget,  3491 
Sugar  Industry  :* 

Bounty,  Budget,  2500 

Growers'  Petition  by,  m.,  6141 
Supply  Bill  (No.  i),  w.,  471,  485;  2tt.,  593; 

com.  (schedule),  645 
Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  4253 
Sii|)ply,  Term  of  Grant,  suffly,  471 
Supply  : 

Exiernal    Affairs  :    (Administrative),    2973 ; 

(Offices  in  London),  3023 
Home  APairs :  (Administrative  Staff),  7109 
Treasury  :  (The  Treasurer),  7086 
Works  and  Buildings :  (Defence),  2734 
Tariff,  Budget,  2494 
Transferred   Properties,   Budget,  2492 
Trrn?!ircr's  Ailvance,  supfly,  487,  645 
Treasury  Bonds,  Budget,  2492 
Wireless  Telegraphy,  suffiy,  2763 

PtiUer,  Hon.  Q.  W.,  niawarra: 

Australia,  Map  of,  ff.,  1785,  71^0 
Buildings,  Erection  and  Superrision  of,  suf- 
fly, 71 10 

Commonwealth    Property,    Municipal  Rating, 
m.,  [806;  q.,  35I1--;  adj.,  7209 

Customs  Dejjartment  ; 
Laboratory,  Victoria,  suffly,  2587 
Officers,  Inter-State  Transfer  of,  suffly,  638- 

Defence  : 

Adamstown  Rifle  Range,  suffly,  2602 
Artillery  Storeroom,  suffly,  2746 
Rnulkhnm  Hills  Rifle  Range,  suffly,  2602 
Belle  Vue  Hill  and  Gore  Hill  Signalling 

Stations,  suffly,  2603 
Fremant'e  Barracks,  suffly,  2746;  q.,  3359 
Liverpool  Military  Reserve,  q.,  4251 
Molong  Rifle  Range,  suffly,  2602 
Victoria    Barracks,    District  Commander's 

Quarters,  suffly,  2603 


iller,  Hon.  U.  V/.-^eaniinued. 

Electoral  : 

Act,  Amendment  of,  g.,  1788;  administra- 
tion, adj.f  3714 

Assistant  Returning  0£Scer,  Kalgoorlie,  g,, 
3960 

Ballot-boxes,  q.,  4849,  4928,  4929,  6250 
Divisional  and  Assistant  Returning  Officers, 

S  f  3524,  387a,  3960,  4250,  57»o 
Divisions,    Western    Australia,  Redistribu- 
tion of,  g.,  5050;  adj.f  6080;  m.,  6141, 
6195 

Enrolment  claims,  suffly,  4273;  g.,  4328, 
6462,  6992 

Maps,  suffly,  4273 
Poll  Clerks,  q.,  4070 

Rolls,  q.,  1301,  1419,  1785,  1866,  2007,  2947, 
3259,  3604,  3807-8;  suffly,  4273;  g.,  4744, 
50S'»  5^85,  6023,  7065,  7228 
Subdivisional   Returning  Officers,  g.,  3960 
Voting  Machines,  q.,  4453 

Electoral  Bill,  q,,  2861  i  2E.,  5085 ;  com, 
(application  for  postal  voting  certificate 
and  ballot  paper),  5845,  5847,  5848,  6060, 
6o6( ;  (piuvisiun  to  meet  emergencies), 
6064;  (electors  who  arc  illiterate  or  phy- 
sicilly  incapacitated),  6065,  6066,  6068 ; 
(eleciural  expenses),  6068;  (electors  voting 
at  other  than  polling  place  for  which  they 
are  enrolled),  6068;  (horse  and  carriage 
hire),  6069;  (rent  of  balls),  6075, 
6iat),  6129;  (candidates),  6133;  (news- 
paper reports),  6135,  6139;  (complaints  of 
breaches  of  law),  626r ;  (disorderly  conduct 
at  meetings),  627a,  6^89;  (women  voters), 
6292,  6293 ;  (approaches  to  polling  booths), 
6294,  6297,  6298;  (deposit),  6298;  (electoral 
divisions),  6304,  6305,  6306 ;  (newspaper 
articles),  6307;  (distribution  by  Commis- 
sioners), 6309;  (charges  for  halls),  6310; 
recom.,  6378;  (authorized  witnesses),  6379; 
(electors  must  vote  in  divisions  for  which 
they  are  enrolled),  6379;  (use  of  repealed 
forms),  6380 ;  (horse  and  carriage  hire), 
6380;  31.,  6386 

Federal  Capital  Site,  q.,  276,  1301,  1524,  1523. 
1787,  i8t)6,  1900,  3558,  2768,  2860,  3258, 
3510,  3806,  3960,  4041;  suffly,  4272  J  q.. 
4655*  5052.  5708.  6868,  6869;  suffly,  71 10. 
\_See  Seat  of  Government  Acceptance  Bill] 

Government  Lands,  Rating  on,  q.,  1421 

Home  Affairs  Department,  Wages  Rates,  q., 
S»53 

House  Call  BellS)  3572 

Kalgoorlie  to  port  Augusta  Railway  Survey, 

5544.  57  <o 
Postmaster-General's  Department : 
Adelaide  Telephone  Exchange,  suffly,  2747 
General  Division,  Examination,  q.,  1308 
Head  Caretakers,  General  Post  Offices,  q., 
1308 

Hoffnung's  Buildings,   Sydney,  adj.,  4651  ; 

q.,  4744 ;  adj..  4788 
Norwood  Telephone  Exchange,  suffly,  2747 
Postal  Properties,  Valuation  and  Purchase 

of,  suffly,  7116,  7117 
St.  Peter's  Post  Office,  suffly,  2747 
Sydney  General  Post  Office,  suff'y,  7110 
Woollongong  and   Port   Kembla  telephone 

Lines,  «^/'^,gi^f^^,^G00gle 
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Fuller,  Hon.  O.  W. — eomHnued. 
Public  Service  : 

Civil  Servants  and  Strikers,  q.,  3360,  350$ 

Clerical  Di*ision,  Vacancies  in,  j.,  4927 

Female  Cleaners,  q.,  2564 

Fifth  Ciass  Clerks,  g.,  1316 

Leave  of  Absence,  q.,  131b 

Minimum  Wage,  q.,  4041 
Public  Service  (Commissioner's  Salary)  Bill, 
6478;  ^8.,  6565;  eom.  (employment  of 

telegraph  messengers),   6583;   ecns.  amdts. 

(employment  of  telegraph  messengers),  725* 
Public  Works,  Construction  of,  q.,  3019 
Referendum  (Constitution  Alteration)  Bill,  at., 

5093 ;  com.    (arrangements    where  refereo- 

dum  and  election  are  held  on  same  day), 

5093.  6479;  3"-.  Ml 
Re-Votes,  suffly,  2595,  2602,  2743 
Seat  of  Government    Acceptance    Bill,  2K., 
5169-79;    COM.  (commencement),  5202,  6386, 
6419,    6420 ;     (ratification    of  agreement), 
6466 ;    (continuation    of   laws),   6469,  6473, 
6476;  (first  schedule),  6476;  3H.,  6478.  [See 
Federal  Capital  Sitej 
Statistical   Retnms,    Cost    of  Printing, 

1784 
Supply  : 

Hume  Affairs:  (AdministTative  Staff),  7110, 
7116,  7117 

Works  and  Buildings  :  (Trade  and  Customs), 
2587,  2588,  2595;  (Defence),  2602,  2603, 
2605,  2743,  2746;  (Post  and  Telegraphi), 
»747 

Sripplv  Bill  (No.  1),  com.  (schedule),  638 

Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  m.,  4272 

Torres  Strait  Pilot  Service,  g.,  4929 

Trawler,  tuffly,  2588 

Voting  Macnmes,  q.,  1525,  3861 

Weather  Forecasts,  j.,  1787 

Fysh,  Hon.  Sir  P.      K.CMJS3tn  Veniion: 

Constitution   Alteration   (Finance)    Bill,  m., 

3-2QS 

Northern  Territory  Acceptance  Bill,  2R.,  2040 
Speaker,  Election  of,  m.,  1669 

Oivens,  Senator  T.,  Qveenaland: 

Adilrt'ss-in-Kc|>I\'.  ryo 

Adjournment,    Special,    m.,    231,    263,  1132, 

2462,  3455 
Ailvertisini,'  Australia,  sufpiy,  701. 
Agricultural  Bureau.  Bun^et,  28^3 
Appropriation    (Works    and    BuiMiogs)  Bill, 

com.  (Home  Affairs),  2817,  2831,  aS^a 
Australian    Industries   Preservation    Bill,  m., 

1372 ;  45'>.* 
Borrowing  Policy,  Budget,  2848,  2854 

Builjjet,  m.,  2847  ..... 

Common  wealth  Companies  Reserve  Liabilities 
Hill,  m..  ^.iSfi  ;  iwni.  luLltTi'reta(ion),  2658, 
3610.  2640,  (creation  of  reserve  fund),  2640, 

2641-45.  2649-51 
Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Court,  q..  2254 
Consiitution  Alteration  (State  Debts)  Bill,  aR., 

6i;i7 

Constitution  Atter.iiion  (Finnnee)  Bill,  2B., 
6002;  rom.  ((■\pir;uion  of  <;<'iiinn  87),  6367: 
(fmancial  relation-;  of  Commonwealth  and 
Sl.ile^,),  642?,  64-6.  6410,  6(.i4,  (i.\<A-  {Sf 
Financial  Relations,  Commonwealth  and 
States;  also   Premiers'  Conference] 


Giveos,  Senator  T. — tontimud. 

Craig,  Mr.  J.  R.,  Case  of,  4306 
Deakin,  Mr.,  Actions  of,  oddresst  ga 
Defence  : 

Arms  and  Ammunition,  Budget^  aS4S 
Cordite  Factory,  supfly,  2831 
Cost,  Distribution  of,  a-^.dTfss,  xoo 
Dreadnought,  Presentation  of,  address^  93; 

Budget.  2848 
Government  Policy,  Budget,  2848 
Naval  College,  luffly,  3414 
Naval,  address,  94 
Rifles,  Reserve  of,  suffly^  2831 
Thursday  Island  Forts,  supfly,  3833 
Defence  Bill,  com.  (preparation  for  war)  {f.o„ 
575'>  5753)*  575^ ;   (Citizen  Naval  Force-s). 
588a;  (amendment  of  section  36  of  principal 
Act),  5883;    (horse-breeding    farms),  5S0S; 
(regulations),  6703 ;  recom.    (prohibition  of 
intoxicants  at  military  canteens),  6798;  (^.tf., 
6804} 

Dissent  from  Ruling  :  Relevancy  (Seat  of  Go- 
vernment Acceptance  Dill),        4815,  4907 

Electoral  Bill,  2B.,  3135 ;  com.  (amendment  ot 
section  61),  3325 ;  com.  amdtt.  (disordcr'y 
conduct  at  meetings),  6526 

Federal  Capital  Site,  1367,  2254 ;  tidf., 

2482,  2853;  supply,  3414-  [See  Scat  of  Oo- 
vernment  Acceptance  Bill] 

Financial  Relations,  Commot^ealth  and  Statea, 
supfly,  65a;   expl.,  J^i);   Budget,  2855-60; 

?■>     5969.       [See     Constitution  Alteration 
Finance)  Bill ;  aiso   Premiers'  Conference] 
Hansard   Reprints,  m.,  2056 
High  Commissioner,  Budget,  2853 
High  Commissioner  Bill,  com.  (appointment), 

4227,  4230,  4324 
Inter-State  Commission  Bill,  q.,  67115 
Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  com.  (who 
may    receive    pensions^   (/•^•>  i^^^K  ■Q&4i 
recom.,  2153  (national izea  Asiatics),  3162 
Land  Monopoly,  address,  96 

Land  Values  Taxation,  address,  95,  99*  tot; 

supply,  652,  657 
Lighthouses  and  Beacons,  Budget,  2853 
Lighthouses  Bill,  com.  (power  to  erect  or  alter 

lighthouses),  2706,  (lights  and  marks),  2707 
Loan  Policy,  q.,  2454 

Lucinda  Customs  House  Site,  tmpfty,  2S17 
Membrey,  Mr.,  Alleged  Misrepresentation  of. 

expl.,  1 143 

Ministry  : 

(Deakin)  Financial  Proposals  of,  ffpi^  651 
Policy  of,  address,  91 ;  q.,  304; 
m.,  412 ;  No-Con&dence  Motion, 
ad;.,  1132 

(Fisher)  Policy  of,  address,  90 
Naval  Loan  Bill,  as.,  6973 
Newcastle  Coal  Miners'  Strike,  p.,  6425;  Re- 
fusal to  carry   coal   on  New  South  Wales 

railways,  q.,  6585 
"  New"  K\p'-n(liture.  suffly,  654 
New  Protection,  address,  loa ;  adj.,  ^357 
Northern  Territory,  Budget,  28^2 
Northern  Territory  Acceptance  Bill,  3R.,  6604; 

com.  (ratificatioo  of  agreement),  685S 
Old-age  Pensions,  Budget,  2852 
Old-afie    Pensions   Appropriation    Bill,  f^m, 

(appropriation),    185 1 
Politic;.  SertriTinnism  in.  address,  01 
Post  and  Telegraph  Bill,  «ip.  freconJing  ma- 

chine),  .384,  '^^.i.ed  by  Google 
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Givens^  Senator  1  .—eentinutd. 

Postmaster-Geoerars  Department : 
Casual  EmpIoy£s(  g.,  i6io 
Queensland  Employes,  Fines  imposed  on. 
m.,  4208 

Telephone  Fitters,  g.,  i6io,  1730;  suffty^ 

3434,  3436 
Telephone  Rates,  Budget,  3849-51 

Premiers'  Conference,  supply,  651;  adj.,  2462; 
Budget^  "855;  q.,  5969.  {See  Constitution 
Alteratioa  (Finance)  Bill ;  also  Financial 
Relations,  Commonwealth  and  States] 

Press  Cable  Service,  «».,  4828;  Select  Com- 
mittee, Publication  of  Evidence,  m.  [f.o., 
6493).  6496;  adj.,  6977 

Printing  Committee,        104a,  2056,  2064 

Printing,  Cost  of,  m.,  1379,  2994 

Public  Business,  Slate  of,  m.,  J.ii-Jj 

Public  Servants,  Fortnightly  Payments  to, 
sufply,  5505 

Seamen's  Compensation  Bill,  or.,  1493;  torn. 
(exemptions),  2392;  (contracting  out),  2400, 
2995 

Seat    of    Government    Accejjinncc    Bill,  aa., 
4424;   com.   (Seat    of    Government),  4012; 
(Customs  duties),  5004,  5006,  5008;  (sche- 
dule),  5011,  5018,  5021.    {See  Federal  Cap- 
ital Sif^] 
Session,  Business  of,  adj.,  1132-3 
Speeches,  Time  Limit  to,  m.,  1519,  2380 
Stamp  Printing  Department,  Female  Employes 

in,  supply,  4319,  5518 
Standard  oj  Empire  (.'ontract,  supfly,  701 
Standing  Orders,  m.,  3217,  3219,  3307,  3316, 

33«> 
Sugar  Industry : 

Wages  in,  address,  102 
Supply  Bill  (No.  I),  iR.,  651;  cffm.  (schedule),  1 

701  I 
Supply  Bill  (No,  3),  IE.,  3414;  torn,  {aehe- 

dulc),  3434,  3436 
Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  tom.  (schedule),  4319 
Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  wj.fl.,  5505;  earn,  (scbo- 

dule),  5518 
Trawler,  supfly.  2817 

Victoria,  Land  Settlement  in,  q.,  646,  1365 

Olyiin.  Hon.  P.  McM.,  Angas: 

Australian  Industries  Preservation  Bill,  3B., 
7259;  com.  [unfair  concessions),  7267,  7268, 
7370;  (disobedience  of  injunctions  and 
penalties),  7270 

Bills  of  i^xcnange  Bill,  m.,  1327;  aK.,  1929; 
com.  (parts),  20^0,  2052;  (inland  and  foreign 
bilib),  6641 ;  (mchoate  instruments),  6641, 
6642,  6643,  6644;  (rules  as  to  presentment), 
6645;  (noting  or  protest  of  bill),  6646;  (di»- 
honoured  bills),  6647;  (alteration  of  bill), 
6649;  (rules  where  laws  conflict),  6649;  (pre- 
sentment of  cheque),  6650;  (protection  of 
banker),  6650,  6653;  {effect  of  crossing  on 
hohlcr),  6053 ;  (protection  to  collecting 
banker),  6653;  (note  payable  on  demand), 
6654;  (computatioo  of  time),  6654;  (protest 
when  notary  not  accessible),  6654,  665^ ; 
(stale  cheques),  7249;  (interest  on  promis- 
sory notes),  7251 ;  (schedule),  7252 ;  ad.  ref., 
7252 

Coal  Mmers'  Strike,    f.,    6368,   6630,  7230, 

7231,  72Wi  tuffly^  7084 
Coal  Vend,  Newcastle,  j.,  3805,  4454; 

636S,  6979 


Glynn,  Hon.  P.  }Az}A.— continued. 

Coinage  Bill,  com.  (coins),  2183,  2193,  2194, 
2195,  2r96;  (legal  tender),  2196,  2197,  2205, 
3314;  (proclapiatioD),  3223,  2224}  eons,  met. 
(coini),  2773 

Commonwealtli  Powers,  f.,  2x29 

Conciliation  and  Arbitration  (Parts  II.  and 
III.)  Bill,  21.,  7239;  eom.  (short  title),  7343; 
(employer  not  to  dismiss  employ^},  7244 ; 
(rules),  7246;  (amendment  of  section  39  of 
principal  Act),  7346,  7247;  (punishment  for 
contempt),  7248 

Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  int.,  189a; 
3R.,  1946 

Constitution  Alteration  (Finance)  Bill,  com. 
(State  debts),  5658 

Debentures  and  Stock,  taxation  of,  6868 

Defence  Bill,  cam.  (employer^  may  not  pre- 
vent employes  from  serring),  4863,  4865 ; 
'  (stipply  of  cigarettes  to  cadets),  5001 

Dissent  from  Ruling : 
Private  Member  cannot  increase  charge  -  or 
burden  on  people  (Invalid  and  Old-age 
Pensions  Bill),  m.,  1440,  j6oi 
Standing  Orders  (Suspension  of),  m.,  3670 
(P.O.,  3677)  _ 

Electoral  Bill,  2S,,  5473 ;  eom.  (application  for 
postal  vole  certificate  and  oallot-paper), 
jSjo;  (elections),  6064;  (electors  who  arc 
illiterate  or  physically  incapacitated,  6067 ; 
complaints  of  breaches  of  law),  6265;  (dis- 
orderly conduct  at  meetings),  6274,  6279 ; 
(newspaper  articles),  6308;  cons,  amdt,  (dis- 
orderly conduct  at  meetings),  6655 

Fruit,  State  Prohibition  of  Infected  Impor- 
tations, q.,  1317 

Harvester  Commission :  Prosecution  of  Wit- 
nesses, q.,  2563 

High  Commissioner  Bill,  com.  (duties),  3548 

Insurance  Companies,  Foreign,  q.,  3809 
.Inter-State  Produce  Shipments,  Inspection  of, 

Invalid  Old-ag,e  Pensions  Bill,  2R.,  1338; 
com.  (who  may  receive  pensions),  r5s6; 
(naturalized  subjects),  1573,  1577;  (resi- 
dential qualification),  1577;  (residence  in 
territory  under  Commonwealth  aothority), 
(578.  1579,  1583  i  (dissent  from  ruling, 
1601) ;  tons.  mes.  (naturaliied  Asiatics), 
230I,  2231,  2234,  2218,  3239;  [p.o.,  2240) 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  (Income)  Bill, 
com.  (amendment  of  definition  of  income), 
6377 

Marine  Insurance  Bill,  m.,  1337,  1331;  eom. 
(voyage  and  time  policies),  4187 ;  (commence- 
ment of  risk),  4187;  (included  and  excluded 
losses),  4188 ;  (liabilities  to  third  parties), 
4189;  (right  of  subroRation),  41Q0;  (return 
for  failure  of  consideration),  4190;  (refer- 
ence to  slip  or  cover  note),  4190,  4191.  4192; 
eons,  amdts.t  5436 
Nationality,  Definition  of,  q.,  131a 
Naval  Loan  Bill,  com.  (definition),  6877; 
(issue  of  inscribed  stock),  6896;  (conversion 
of  inscribed  stock),  6915;  (investment  of 
loan  fund  and  sinking  fund),  6916;  (securi- 
ties and  income  exempt  from  taxation), 6917, 

O^-^e   Pensions    Appropriation   Bill,  eom. 

(short  title),  1829 
Old-age  Pensions,  q.,  113;  adj.,  3522 
Parliamentary  Witnesses  HiU,  m.,  U26 

Digilized  by  CjOOg  fC 
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Glynn,  Hon,  P.  McM. — continued. 

Patents  Bill,         ^ooT,  eem.  (patents  worked 
outside   Commonwealth),  yoog,   7010,  701 1, 
7012 ;   (amendment  of   Second  Schedule  of 
principal  Act),  7013;   (provisional  specifica- 
tions), ^013;  (State  patents),  7013;  (contracts 
of  service))  7014 
Pea  Riaes,  Use  of,  q.,  6369 
Potato   Blight,    q.,    1061,    1419.    2559,  3050, 
3573!  odj.,  3200,  3769;  q.,  4623.  4653.  54=5 
Privilege  :    Constitution    Alteration  (Finance) 

Bill,  obs.t  580^ 
Produce,  Inspection  Charges,  q..  1419 
Quarantine,       1419,  357^,  4^53  ^ 
'    Seamen's  Compensation  Bill,  2R.,  0930;  eom. 
(compensatioa  for  personal  injuries  to  sea- 
men), 6933;  (time  for  taking  proceedings), 
6933;  m.s.o.,  6934 
Seat  bf  Government  Acceptance   Bill,  com. 
(commencement)    {f-o.,   5201);  (contmuation 
of  laws),  6470;  (First  Schedule),  6477  • 
Shorthand  Writers,  Pay  of,  q.,  5454 
Statutory  Rule  No.  83  :  Position  of  Employfis, 

474S>  67-'8 
Speaker,  Election  of,  w.,  1684 
Superphosphates,  alleged  combine,  ^.rO^S^ 
Supply  :  Attorney- General  (Secretary's  officr 
7084 

Ooal4,  Ssnator  Lieiit.-Ool.  Hon.  Sir  A.  J., 

V.D.,  ^ew  South  Wales: 

Appropriation  Bill,  com.,  Schedule  (Parlia- 
ment), 7143,  7144 

Commonwealth  Companies  Reserve  Liabilities 
Bill,  com.,  new  clause  (creation  of  reserve 
fund),  2647 

Electoral  Bill,  cons,  amd/t.,  6523 

Hansard  :  Typists,  supply,  7143 

Invalid  and  0'd-.ige  Pensiuns  Bill,  recom, 
(Asiatics),  2162 

Naval  Loan  Bill,  com.  (rate  of  interest),  7035; 
(local  construction  of  ships),  7035 

Parliament  Buildings,  supply,  7144 

Privilege  :  Publication  of  Evidence,  w.,  6501 

Senate  Chamber,  Heating  of,  supply,  699 

Senators'  Papers,  Accommodation  for,  supply, 
5508 

Standing  Orders  :  Amendments  and  Additions, 
3202,  3203,  3204,  3205,  3206,  32r2,  3213, 
3214.  3215,  3216,  3218,  3222,  3223,  3225, 
3226,  3227,  3228,  3229,  3306,  3309,  3311, 
3312,  3314,  3316,  3317,  3310 

Supply  Bill  (No.  i),  com.,  Schedule  (Parlia- 
ment), 699 

Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  com.,  Schedule  (Parlia- 
ment), 5508 

See  RULINGS  [Subject  Ikdcx]. 

Oray,  Senator  J.       New  South  Wales: 

Agricultural     Implement     Makers  Employes 

Union,  m.,  3256 
Australian  Industries  Preservation  Bill,  com. 

(unfair  concessions),  1653,  1656,  1661 
Budget,  m.^  2844 

Commonwealth  Companies  Reserve  Linbilities 
liill,  com.,  new  clause  (creation  of  reserve 
fund),  3641 

'''onstitution    Alteration     (St,itc     Drbu)  Bill, 
in  Ministry,  Policy  of,  m., 


Gray,  Senator  J.  V .—continued. 

Defence  : 

Dreadnought,  Budget,  2845 

Repairing  Dockyard,  Budget,  2845 

Training  School   for  Officers,  Budget,  a»4S 

Defence   Bill,   com.    (cigarettes),  6628;  (non- 
combatanls),  671 1 ;  (Nfilitary  College),  ((719 

Federal  Capital  Site,  Budget,  2847 

High   Commissioner   Bill,    an.,  420S; 

KalgoorYie-Krt    Augusta    Railway,  Budftl, 
2844 

Labour  Party  Caucus,  Budget,  2847 
Loan  Policy,  Budget,  2844  „ 
Northern  Territory  Acceptance  BiU,  a".,  onag 
Northern  Territory  League,  q.,  6199 
Patents  Bill,  2617 

Seamen's  Compensation  Bill,  2»..  i5<»«  *7<V 
com.   (definitions),   2172;  (non-applicatwo), 

2282 

Oxoom,  Hon.  L.  E.,  Darling  Downs: 

Adjournment,  Special,  m.,  2312 
Advertising  Australia,  suffly,  lo-jo,  707O 
Bure.iu   of    .Agriculture    Bill,   a"..    «9<9:  ff- 


[anufacture,  q.,  4a5»  ,  ,     .  - 
ibour  :  Thursday  Island,  q.,  325s, 


lijness,  Postponement  of,  w.,  45^ 

CigM* 
Colourec 

Comsacks,  q..  4°^",  „ 

Doctors  on  VoastJv*"!'^'  ^''J^S 
Excise  Inspectors,  ?Sv.^  ,.»Sn 
External  Affairs  :  SeclT"?''./"^!^* 
Frozen  Meat  Trade  A5l^"^»'°"'/iV„gS.  - 
Fruit  Export  :  Mail  St*-""* 

^^^^  2301;  com.  (Ap- 


Immigration  : 

Chinese,  supply,  2991,  7073  Vtid,  adj.,  K> 
Contract  Immigrants,  i^ueensiT  tixh 
Destitute  Immigrants,  N.S.Wi'jn  Australia, 
Italians  and   Austrians,  West*.        ■  gg^, 

supply,  2694,  2990;        4928Y  i8di*  looj; 
Japanese  doctor  for  Broome,  ?-Vioo  •  x«#*fj' 

a^;-.  »953;  S'>  "»7>  2128.  ' 

2694,  2990       ^      ,  ,    .       I  1866,  1901- 
P.-\puans  :  Thursday  Island,  q.^ 

1902 

Stowaways,  supply,  7070 

Syrians,  q.,  722S 
Iron  Bounty,  q.,  3458 
King's  Medals  for  Bravery,  q.,  69c 
Naturalization  Applications,       1525  ;^ 
59>5 

New  Hebrides,  tuffty^  7073 
Norfolk  Island  Bill,  2K.,  1941 
Northern  Territorv,  q.,  1315,  1525,  2201  ^ 
6986 

Northern  Territory  Acceptance  Bill,  aR., 
com.  (definitions),  4645;  (Approval  of  Ayree 
ment),  5810;  (obligations  of  Commonwealth) 
5811,  5826,  5832,  5839;  (powers  iji  relation 
to  railways),  5842;  recom.,  5920;  .?R.,  5954 


L  Records, 
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Groom,  Hod.  L.  ^,—coniinmd. 

Papua  ; 

Administration,  tufpty,  3025,  3034,  7070 

Bird  ProtectioQ,  q.,  3807 

Customs  Duties,  q.,  6463 

Land  Concessions,  q.,  5456 

Laud  Leases,  1^,,  6993 

Murder  Trial,  q.,  1315 

Natives,        i7'88;  suffly,  3024;  5456, 

5805,  699a 
Products  :  Bounty,  suffly,  7073 
Sugar,  q.,  699a 

Pacific  Islands  Mail  Service,  supfly,  3039 
Patent  Medicines,  q.,  6143,  6535 
Patent  Office:  StaiE,  q.,  1314,  3139;  Charges, 
6142 

Potato  Bhght,  q.,  1317;  adj.,  1953;  j.,  3559, 

2560,  2653,  4623,  5425 
Premiers*  Conference,   Special  Adjournment, 

2312 

Prime  Minister's  Secretary,  tufpty,  2989 
Public  Service  : 
-     Examining    Officers,    Sydney :    Leave,  q., 
5916,  61 16 

Temporary  Employes,  Customs  Department, 
„    ?■»  6537.  7169 

Reaper  and  Binder  Twine,  g,,  4930 
Stock  Quarantine,  adj.,  1953 
Sugar  Industry,  q.,  4653 
Sugar,  Price  of,  y.,  70SB 
Supply  : 

External     Affairs     (Administrative),  2989; 
(Papua),  3024,  3025,  3034;  (Pacific  Istaods 
Mail  Service)  3039;  (Miscellaneous),  7070, 
7071,  7073.  7078 
Supply  Bill  (No.   i),  com..  Schedule :  (Ex- 
ternal Affairs),  607 
TarifF,  q.,   1524;  Anomalies  and  Additiiinal 

Duties,  m.,  2961 
Trade  Marks  Cases,  q.,  6538,  6992 
Trawler,  57.,  r42o,  2300,  396r,  7236 
Tropical  Diseases,  Investigation,  supply,  7071 
Vegetables  :  Broome,  q.,  7235 
Wireless  Telegraphy,  q.,  2198 

Oathrle,  Senator  B.  S.,  South  Australiai 

Adjournment,  Special,  m.,  1136 
Appropriation   (Works  and   Buildings)  Bill, 

com..  Schedule  (Trade  and  Customs),  2820; 

(Defence),  2834;  (External  Affairs),  2841 
Australian  Industries  Preservation  Bill,  com. 

(unfair  concessions),  1643,  1652;  3R.,  185a 
Business,  Government,  adj.,  1136 
Coinage  Bill,  com.  (issue  of  coins),  3514 
Defence  : 

Adelaide    Military    Head-quarters,  suppty, 
2834 

Torpedo  Destroyer,  Construction  of,  g.,  4790 
Electoral  Bill,  aE.,  3145;  com.  (postal  voting), 

3446;  ad.  rep.,  4010,  4021 
Fibre  Deposits :  Spencer's  Gulf,  q.,  337a 
High  Commisnoner  Bill,  2s,,  4223 
Lighthouses    Bill,    m.s.o.,    1379;    2R.,  2626; 

torn,     (acquisition    of    lighthouses),    2635 ; 

{powers  over  lights  and  marks),  2707,  2708, 

2709;  (light  dues),  271 1 
London  Offices  of  Commonwealth,  supply,  2841 
Marine  Insurance  Bill,  2K.,  4723;  com.  (wager- 
ing or  gaming  contracts),  5235,  5236;  (voyage 

and  time  policies),  5237 


Guthrie,  Senator  R.  S. — continued. 

Ministry,  Deakin,  No-Confidence  Motion,  adj., 
1 136 

Old-age  Pensions,  q.,  2254;  supply,  3418 

Navigation  Bill,  11^7.,  3019 

Patents  Bill,  m,,  2616;  com.  (recovery  of 
costs],  2618;  (improperly  describing  office  ai 
patent  office),  2620;  new  clauses  (reduction 
of  fees),  262a;  (increase  of  renewal  fees), 
2625 

Press  Cable  Service,  m.,  4818 

Seamen's  Compensation  Bill,  2a.,  1473 ;  com. 
(definitions),  2272,  2274,  2276;  (non-applica- 
tion), 2384;  (contracting  out),  2395,  2401, 
2934,  3937,  2930,  3998,  30091  (schedule), 
3010,  3or4,  3016,  3115,  3119,  3121 

Seat  of  Government  Acceptance  Bill,  com. 
(schedule),  5051,  5018 

Standing  Orders,  m.,  3211 

Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  rR.,  3418 

Trawler,  sup^y,  2fco;  q.,  5096,  5216 

Vancouver  Mail  Service,  supply,  3418 

Waratak,  s.8.,  q.,  5097 


Hall,  Mr.  D.  S.,  Werriwa: 
Address-in-Reply,  n.,  46 

Bills  of  Exchange  Bill,  com.  [Parts),  2053 ; 
(Stamp  Duty),  6644 ;  (presentment  for  ac- 
ceptance), 6645;  (liability  of  drawer  or  en- 
dorser), 6646  ;  (dishonoured  bills  :  damages), 
6646,  6647,  6649;  (duplicate  of  lost  bill), 
6649;  (fraudulently  altered  cheque),  6652 

Budget,  2503 

Constitution  Alteration  (Finance)  Bill,  p.o.f 
5805 

Defence  : 

Au-ilT.ilian  Niivy,  aJdriis,  49;  Budge/,  2506 
Compulsory  Training,  Budget,  3506 
Cootamundra  Drill  Hall,  supply,  2599 
Dreadnought,  address,  47;  q.,  275;  Budget, 
3504 

Field  Artillery  :  Young,  adj.,  2508 
Gordon,  General,  and  Government  Policy, 

q.,  2561,  2652 
Imperial  Defence  Conference,  ad;.,  1905 
Testimonials  to  Officers,  q.,  3371 
Defence   Bill,   com.    (Citizen    Naval  Forces), 
4676;  (persons  liable  to  be  trained),  4785; 
[penalty    for  evading  service),  4867,  4868 ; 
new  cl^tuses  (Military  College),  4941 ;  (con- 
scientious objectors),  4969,  4971 ;  od.  rtp.» 
5068 

Dissent  from  Ruling  :  Suspension  of  Standing 

Orders,  m.,  3670 

Electoral  Bili,  com.  [election  expenses),  613O1 
(newspapers),  6134 ;  [disturbance  of  meet- 
ings), 6273,  6376;  (deposit),  6398 

Electoral  Rolls,  q.,  3947,  5:85 ;  and  maps, 
supply,  4255 

Federnl  Capital  Site,  address,  46;  q.,  1301, 
1866,  (QUO,  3201  ;  Budget,  3504;  supply,  3681 
{See  Seat  of  Government  Acceptance  Bill) 

Financial  Relations,  Commonwealth  wd  States, 
Budget,  2507 

Hansard  Typists,  q,,  1781;  adj.,  5500 

High  Commissioner,  Budget,  2503 
Inter-State  Commission,  Budget,  2C07 
Invalid    and    Old-age    Pensions   Bill,  com. 


Index  to  Speeches, 


Hall,  Mr.  D.  B..— continued. 

Invalid  and  01d>age  Pensions  (Income)  Bill, 
cam.  (definition  of  income),  6377 

Iron  Industry :  Alleged  Moaopolj',  tuffly, 
5440 

Labour  Party  Pledge,  4iddreu,  50 

Land  Values  Taxation,  addrettt  49;  Budget, 

Library  Committee,  m.,  aopS 

Loan  Policv,  Budget,  2502 

Marine  Insurance  Bill,  m.,  1327 ;  com.  (im- 
plied  condition  as  to  commencement  of  risk), 
4187;  (reference  to  slip  01  cover  note),  4rgo 

Uinistiy  : 
(Deakin),  No-Coafidenoe,  f.o.,  559 
(Fiskei),  Poiition  of,  adSress,  51 

Monopolies,  Federal  Control  of,  m.,  1795 

Naval  Loan  Bill,  iW.,  6542 

Northern  Territory  Acceptance  Bill,  eem.  (de- 
finitions), 4633;  exfl.,  5825 

Old-age  Pensions.  Budget,  2507 

Postmaster-General's  Department  : 
Cole-Bentlcy  Label,  q.,   ivt^,  2488 
Cooma  Mail  Service,  v-,  6536;  adj.,  6794 
Kangiara  Mines  Post-office,  g.,  igig 
Poles,  painting  of,  f.,  1310 
Temporary  Assistance,  Budget,  2906 
Works  and  Buildings,  Budget,  ai;o^ 

Vrcniiers'  Conference :    Special  Adionroment, 

t^.^  2007 

Privilege  :  Constitution  Alteration  (Fmance) 
Bin,  obs.,  5805 

Seat  of  Government  Acceptance  Bill,  com. 
(commencement),  6386 ;  (liquoi  licences), 
6473.    [See  Federal  Capital  Site] 

Speaker,  Flection  of,  m.,  1674;  -p.c.,  1706 

Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  4255 

Supply  : 

Works  and  Buildings  (Defence),  3599 
Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  m.,  5440 


Harper,  Hon.  IL,  Memda: 

Australian   Industries  Pre^ervntton  Bill,  aK., 

7263 
Budget,  288a 

Cicrk,  Duties  uf  bfae,  when  Chairman,  m.,  1S14 

^'onciliation  and  Arhitration  Bill,  c_om.  (regis- 
tration of  organizationsf,  7246,  7247 

Cunstitution  Alteration  (Finance!  Bill,  n., 
.1637 ;  com.  (expiration  of  bookKcepin^;  sec- 
tions), 525r,  5479;  exfl,,  5567;  3a.,  3786; 
tup  fly,  y203 

Dt  feoce  Bill,  com.  (Military  College),  4950; 
com.  amdts.,  70Q4 

Dissent  from  Rulin<'  :  Amendments  increasing 
burdens  on  the  peuple  (Invalid  and  Old-age 
I'ensions  Bill),  m.,  1457 

Electoral  Bill>  com.  (election  expenses),  6074; 
'icotn.  (election  expenses),  6384 

Knicral  Capital  Site,  supply,  7108 

Hish  Commissioner  Bill,  com.  (salary),  3566 

Industrial  AsMir.mce,  supply,  7088 

Loan  Policy,  Budget,  2SS0 

Naval  Loan  Bill,  aR.,  6776;  com.  (rate  of  in- 
terest). (tfi'.]o.  68yg ;  (redemption),  6907, 
6qo^  ;  (investment  of  loan  and  sinkins 
funds),  6f)i6;  (income  tax  on  Commonwealtn 
securities),  6917  * 


Harper,  Hon.  ^.—continued. 

Postmaster-General'*  Departmeot : 
Lilydale  and  Seymour  P«qt-offices,  smptiy, 

7188 

Telephone  Branch,  Budt^  2880;  ConmU- 
tce  of  Inquiry,  q.,  7066;  sMffly,  -^tSR 
Speaker,  Election  of,  m.,  1691 
Supplementary  Estinatet,  7303 
Supply  : 

Home  Affairs,  7raS 

Postmaster-General  (Centod  Staff),  fiSS 
Treasury,  7088 
Surp1<as  Revenue  BHl,  ai.,  6gs6 

Hedges,  Ht.  W.  FremaniU: 

Coinage  Bill,  com.  (issue  of  coins),  3j(u 
Constitution    Alteration    (Finance)    Pill,  ra/., 

4002;  expl.,  4038;  com.  (expiration  of  Ixiok- 

keeping  sections),  5494 
Deakin  Ministry,  No-Confidence,  m.,  936 
Defence  : 

Cadets  :  Cbmrge  for  Instructor,  f.,  265a 
Fremanlle  Barracks,  supply,  (746;  y.,  3359 
Karakatta  RiOe  Range  Fatality  :  DefectiTc 

Cartridges,        5219,  5543,  5709 
Rifles,  Convorsian  of,  q.,  5456 

Electoral  Rolls,  f.,  4338 

Frcmantle  Dock,  <f.,  xao^ 

Frcmantle   Municipal   Loan,  q.,    2007 ;  ad;., 

2054;  expl.,  7233 
High  Commissioner  Bill,  eomt.  (appointment), 

3191 
Immigration  : 

Italians   and   Austriaax,  Western  Australia, 
adj.,  5004;  fxpl;  5013;  'idj.,  6080,  6o8t ; 
expl.,  6ri8;  6140 
Income  Tax  on  Commonwealth  Securities, 

6868.    [See  Naval  Loan  Bill] 
Invalid    and    Old-age    Pensions    Bill,  c^m., 

new  clause  (continuous  residence),  1579 
Monopolies,  Control  of,  m.,  2654 
Naval  Loan  Bill,  com.  (income  tax  on  Com- 

monwealth  securities),  6S77,  6919) ;  (for^ng 

or  uttering  securities),  6916 
Newspaper  Reports  and  Articles,  f.,  4633 
Northern    Territory    Acceptance    Bill,  e^m. 

(obligations  of  Commonwealth),  5828 
OM-age  Pensions^  q.,  1313,  a4£a;  3560,  3605; 

expt.,  3611 
Postmaster-General's  Departmeot : 

Kuropeaji  Mail  Contract,  q.,  1779,  4329,  492.1 

Gumless  Stamps,  q.,  5334 

Postal   Ooaunission,  tmfpty.  520 ;  q.y  tjo?, 
2488 

Telephone  Charges,  supply,  520 

Telephone  Instruments,  0.,  3946 

Cndergrounding  Wires,  Fremantle,  q.,  3358 

Wireless  Telegraphy,  f.,  2861 
Superphosphates  :  Alleged  Combine,  q.,  5051 
Supply  ; 

Works  and  Buildings  (Defence),  3746 
Supply  Bill  (No.  i),  M.,  519 
Voting  Machines,  q.,  1535 


HendeTBon,  Senator       Western  Australia: 

Ad  dress-in -Reply,  w.,  87 
Adjournments,  Special,  m.,  233,  1137,  3481 
Appropriation  Bill,  an.,  7140;  com,  Sctiedule 
(Treasury),  7159,  716a,  7i$3 
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Headerxm,  Senator  G. — eentinued. 

Appropriation  (Woiln  and  Buildings)  Bilit 
»M.t  Schedule ;  (Trade  and  Customij)  aSao, 

Australian   Industries   PreserTation  Bill, 

1174 ;  cam.  (unfair  concessions),  1652 
Budget,  y.,  2453;  »"-.  »7»9.  2843 
Bureau  of  Agriculture  Bill,  aB.,  461a 
Business,  Governmenf,  ha/.,  iij7>  3296;  Bud- 
get, 3729;  m.,  53  r  I 
Coal  Strike,  adj.,  7125 

Compound  Gauge  Railway  Crossing,  m.,  151a 
Conciliation   and   Arbitration   Bill,   com.  (re- 
presentation of  parties),  1774 
Constitution   Alteration    (Finance)   Bill,  aK., 
633r ;  com.  (expiration  of  Braddon  section), 
6367;  (expiration  of  bookkeeping  sections). 

Defence : 

Adelai'Ie  Military  Offices,  sufply,  764 

Compulsory  Training,  Budget,  2732 

Dreadnought,  addrest,  88 
Defence  Bill,  aB.,  5414;  com.  (Cadets), 
Electoral  Bill,  aR.,  3124;  com.  (postal  voting), 

3444,  3866;  ad.  ref.,  4013 ;  €ons.  amdis., 

6527.  0533 

tinnncial  Relations,  Commonwealth  and  States, 
[see  Constitution  Alteration  (Finance)  Bill; 
also  Premiers'  Conference] 

Hansard  Reprints,  pi..  2035,  2056,  2068 

High  Comniissiooer  Bill,  2B.,  4216;  com.  (ap- 
pointment), 4233;  ad.  ref.,  450S 

Immigration  :  Contract  I  mini  (grants,  ^dj,, 
5854 

Inter-State  Commission  Bill,  3R.,  4427 
Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  2R.,  1961 ; 

com.  (who  may  receive  pensions),  1976,  1984, 

ioq;i,   i(,o7 ;   (Asiatics),  2075 ;  recom.,  2156, 

(Asiatics),  2164 
In\:ilid  and  Old-ajje  Pensions  (In(ome)  Bill, 

2K.,  6521 

Kalgoor lie-Port   Augusta   Bailway,   g.,   3454 ; 

aaj.,  2484 ;  Budget,  2843 
Land  for  Settlement,  address,  89 
Laid  Values  Taxation,  address,  89 
Millen,  Senator,  and  Labour  Party,  adj.,  6S6a 

Ministry  : 

(Deakin),  Policv  of,  adj.,  233 ;  «.,  431 
No-Confidence  J^otion,  adj.,  1137 
(Fisher),  Position  of,  address,  87 

Naval  Loan  Bill,  2K.,  6964 

Old-age  Pensions,  adj.,  1415;  q.,  1473,  1831, 
i*JS4.  2254,  2609,  2703;  Budget,  3&|aj  q., 
3859;  adj.,  4U1;  suffly,  7159 

Old-age  Pensions  Appropriation  Bill,  aR., 
184b 

Postmaster-General's  Department  : 

European  Mail  Contract,  q., 

Supernumerary  Staff :  Stamps  Printing 
Branch,  q.,  4700,  5503 ;  supfly,  5511, 
55",  5522;  q.,  6584,  7020;  supply,  7140, 
7162,  7163 

Temporary  Employ^s^  Dismissal  of,  supfly, 
775 

Premiers'  Conference,  Special  Adjournment, 
2481 ;  Agreement.  Budget,  2730.  [See  Consti- 
tution Alteration  (Finance)  Bill] 

Press  Cable  Service,  4235 

Printing  Commiitee.  m.,  958.  1041.  1045,  2055, 
2056,  206S,  5969 

Printing ;  (tison  Labour,  q.,  2600,  3995 


Henderson,  Senator  G.-^ontinued. 

Public  Service  Bill,  2lt.,  7045;  .cffm.  (Com- 
missioner's salary),  7054 

Seamen's  Compensation  Bill,  2lt.,  1491 :  com. 
(dehnitions),  2275;  (non-application),  2281; 
(contracting  out),  2396,  2399,  2996,  3008 

Seat  of  Government  Acceptance  Dill,  21., 
4702;  com.  (Seat  of  Govemmeut),  4i>i6; 
(schedule),  5027 

Session,  Close  of,  q.,  6197 

Speeches,  Time  Limit  to,  m.,  2382 

Standing  Orders,  m.,  3212 

Supply  Bill  (No.  1),  iR.,  685;  com..  Schedule 
(Defence),  764;  (Post  and  Telegraph  De- 
partment), 774 

Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  com.  schedule  (Trea- 
sury), ssii,  5510,  SSa' 

Trawler,  suffly,  aSao,  aSaa 


Holder,  Hon.  Sir  F.  W.,K.O.M.a.,  WaleefiOd: 
See  RULINGS  [Subjkt  Indcx] 

muihm,  Hoa.  W.       West  8yd%e$: 

Adjournments,  Special,  m.,  346,  9319,  5158 

Advertising  Australia,  sufj^y,  3040 

Audit  Bill,  cons,  amdt.,  2508 

Bent,  Death  of  Sir  Thomas,  oit.,  3574 

Bills    of    livchange    Bill,    2R.,    1938 ;  com. 

(Parts),  2051,  2054 
Brisbane  Labour  Conference.    [See  Constitu- 
tion Alteration  (Finance)  Bill ;  also  Finan- 
ciil  Relations,  Commonwealth  and  Stites] 
Budget,  2426,  2882,  2883,  3885 
Business,  Order  of,  obs.,  2301 ;  adj.,  2449, 
3"5S ;  q-t  4067;  Conduct  of,  supply,  2741, 
.1366 ;    Notice    of,    supply,    3023 ;  Private 
Members',  m.,  3463,  3499;  Despatch  of,  q., 

Cargo  working  :  Coloured  Labour,  supply, 
2977 

Clerk,  Duties  of  the,  when  Chairman,  m., 
1818,  1822 

Closure,  adj.,  3103;  supfly,  3366;  «.,  354a, 

3575       .  „  .  , 

Coinage  Bill,  m.,  2028;  com,  (issue  of  coins), 

2182,  3186,  3190;  (legal  tender),  2107,  2213; 

(powers  of  Governor-General),  2220 

Commonwealth  Conciliation  and  Arbitration 
Bill,  2R.,  1047 

Constitution  Alteration  (Finance)  Bill,  tnt., 
3334;  com.  (expiration  of  bookkeeping  sec- 
tionii),  5268;  expl.,  5332;  3R.,  5799;  expl., 
5801.  [See  Financial  Relations,  Common- 
wealth and  States;  also  Premiers'  Confer- 
ence] 

Constitution  Alteration  (State  Debts)  Bill, 
4' 50 

Constitution  :   Commonwealth  powers,  f.,3139 

Defence : 

Australian  Naval  Unit,  q.,  3768 
Compulsory  Training,  Budget,  2435 
Dreadnought,  Budget,  2432 
Imperial  Defence  Conference,  q.,  274,  1781, 
1864;  adj.,  1002;   j>.,2i99,  2405:  Budget, 
=H34:  q-t  3503;  adj.,  3702;  q.,  2860 
Minister's  Statements,  supfly,  3365 
Naval  Policy,  Budget,  2434;  g.,  5186,  5709 
RiBe  Ranges,  supply,  2596,  2603 
Small  Arms  Factory,  suffly^  3597  . 
Torpedo  Boat  D^^S^^tyLimBgiC 
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Hughes,  Hon.  W.  M. — continued. 

Defence  Bill,  a.,  3860,  3154;  suffly,  3^; 
g.,   4067,   4160 ;   3R.,  4461 ;    com.  (Military 
College),  4902;  recom.  (examinations),  5078  J 
3R-.  S>37 
Dissent  from  Ruling  : 
AmendmeDts    increasing    burdens    on  the 
people    (Invalid    and    Old-age  Pensions 
Bilf),  OT.,  1434,  1445 
Closure  iSupply,  formal),  m.,  3543,  357.; 
Standing  Orders,  Suspension  of,  in. .  3658, 
3664 

E^tternal  Affairs  :  Secretary,  suffly,  31)77 

Federal  Capital  Site,  Budget,  2433,  2437; 
supfly,  2683;  <?.,  3806.  [Sre  Seat  of  Go- 
vernment Acceptance  Bill] 

Financial  Relations,  Commonwealth  and  States, 
"*Pf^yy  513;  Budget,  3430.  [See  Constitution 
Alteration  (Finance  and  State  Debts)  Bills; 
also  Premiers'  Conference] 

Hansard : 

Reporters*  Salaries,  ntffly,  3896;  Typists. 

Reprints,  m.,  3101,  3134 

High  Commissioner  Bill,  aK.,  3057;  m.  {f.o., 
3099) ;  com.  (Appointment),  3178,  31Q3. 
3197;  (Duties),  3547,  3554;  (Services  for 
States).   3557  ;   (Salary),  3568 

Immijjralion,  Budget,  2437;  suffly,  3040 

Immigration  Restriction,  suffly,  2977 

Industrial  Legislation  :  Amendment  of  Con- 
stitution, q.,  3486,  3650 

Invalid  and  Old-aRc  Pensions  Bill,  aE,,  1342; 
com.  (-*ho  may  receive  pensions),  [f.o.,  1434, 
1418.  1445,  1553,  rss8;  exfl.,  1567;  (on^. 
amdls.,  2204,  2227,  223c,  233c),  2243,  2250 

Kalgoorlie-Port  Augusta  Railway,  Budget,  2^37 

Labour  Bureau,  Budget,  2438 

Land  Settlement,  suffly,  3040 

Lanl  Value  Taxation,  Budget,  3430 

Library  Committee,  m.,  2013 

Library  : 

Books,  suffly,  2898,  2900 
0£Sccrs,  suffly,  2897 

Loan  Policy.  Budget,  2427 

Lync.  Sir  Wm.,  f.o.,  3556 

Marine  Insurance  Bill,  m.,  1330;  com.  (in- 
cluded and  excluded  losses),  4188;  {return 
for  failure  of  consideration),  4190;  (refer- 
ence  to  slip  or  cover  note),  4191,  4193 

Melbourne  Cup,  adj.,  5158 

Ministry  : 

(Deakin),   Policy  of,  adj.,  346 

r-'inancial  Proposals  of,  suffly,  511 
No -Con  fid  ence,  m.,  390 
ffisherj.  Position  of,  adj.,  132,  174 

Northern  Territory,  Budget,  2437 

Old-age  Pensions  Appropriation  Bill,  2s.,  1826 

Opium,  tuffly,  3978 

Papua,  tuffly,  3034,  3025 

Pnrtiamentary  Gardeners,  suffly,  2901 

Pensions : 

Invalid,  Budget,  2429 

Old-age,  suffly,  511;  Budget,  2428;  adj., 
2607:  suffly,  336S;  adj.,  3519;  stiffly, 
511S-20 

Postmaster-nencral's  Department  : 
Contracts    for    Conveyance    of  Material 

suffly,  3367 
Insanitary    Post   Offices,   N.S.W.,  suffly, 
3367 


Hughci,  Hon.  W.  M. — eon/inued. 

Postmaster-Gt-neral's  Department — coHiimued. 
Rc-organization  of  Services,  suffly^  '749 
Telephone  Rateb,  suffly,  513  | 
Premiers'   Conf (. lence j   Adjournment  of  Par- 
liament, adj.,  2oe4,  2J19.     \See  CtmsUto- 
tion  Alteration  (finance  and  State  Debts] 
Bills] 

Potato  Blight,  adj.t  3301 
Printing  Committee,  M.,  aiot,  2124 
Public  Service  : 

Gratuities  to  Widowfj,  suffly,  -•.66 
Retiring  Allowances,  sufhly,  33''' 
Re-votes,  suffly,  2596,  2603 
Seat   of   Government   Accej.ia:;- BiJI ;  e0m. 
(commencement),  5309.    [See  I-'dexal  Capi- 
tal Site] 
Serjeant-at-Arms,  suffly,  2894 
Speaker,  Election  of,        1697;  ;  ■  ,  1704 
Standing   Orders,   Suspension   of,   f.o.,  360S, 

3612  ;  m.,  365S 
State     Debts     [see     Constitution  Attentitn 

(Finance  and  State  Debts)  Bills] 
Supply,  f.o.,  3544: 
External    Affairs    (Administrative),  2977; 
(Papua),     3024,    3025;  (Miscellaneous), 
3040  I 
Parliament     (Representatives),    3894 ;     (Re-  ' 
porting     Staff),    2896 ;    (Library),  2897. 
2900;  (Gardens),  2901 
Works  and  Buildings  (Defence),  3596,  2601. 
'741 ;  (Telegraphs  and  Telephones),  .>*  | 

Sup]  Iv   Bill   (No.    i),  m.,  473,  510 
Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  «,,  3365 

Hutchison,  Mr.  J.,  Rindmari^:  ' 

Attendance  of  Members,  q.,  5543 

Brisban  -  Labour  Conference  :  Finance  Scheme, 

Budg,(,  2S00,  [See  Constitution  Alteratioo 
(Finance  Uill ;  also  Financial  Relations, 
Comraouwealth  and  States;  also  Premiers' 
Conferenccl 

Budget,  JsSo-7,  ^702,  2888 

Bureau  of  Agriculture  Bill,  Budget,  2799 

BusinesL,  Order  of,  adj,  1469;  m.,  3056;  Con- 
duct of,  suffly,  3741  ;  Private  Members', 
m.,  346a,  3498,  3499 

Clerk,  Duties  of  the,  when  Chairman,  m.,  1S15 

Closure,  adj.,  310a 

Coil  Strike,  q.,  5775;  suffly,  6047 

Coin.age  Bill,  com.  (issue  of  roins),  2195; 
(legal  tender),  3205 

Constitution  Alteration  (Finance)  Bill,  s!., 
43/9-  ?>  46^55  >  ^f"-  (expiration  of  book- 
keeping sections),  5365,  5632.  [See  Bris- 
bane Labour  Conference:  Finance  Scheme; 
also  Financial  Relations,  Commonwealth 
and  States;  also  Premiers'  Conference] 

Defence  : 

Adelaide  Military  Head-quarters  Site,  tuf- 
fly>  '745 

Australian  Naval  Unit,         3768;  Budget, 

2795 

Bayonets,  q.,  113 
Dreadnought,  Budget,  2793 

!•  I)        N:.ii.hincs,  adj.,  5094 
Horses,  q.,  141S 

Imperial    Defence    Conference,    f 1782, 

i86s ;  adj.,  I909_ 
Imperial  General  Staff,  1866 
Medical  Fquipment,  ^WMT^aras.^ 
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Hotcbisoii,  Mr.  1.—contitmtd, 

Defence — continued. 

Military  Tattoo :  Supply  of  Liquoi  to 
Cadets,  suffly^  6047;  q.,  6370 

Naval  Forces :  Long  Service  Badge,  tufflyy 
3408 

Piovision  of  Works  by  Citizens,  suffty, 
3601 

Rifle  Barrels,  Cleaning  of,  suf^y,  6047 
Rifle  Ranges,  supply,  2743 

Defence  Bill,  2R.,  4480;  com.  {Citizen  Naval 
Forces),  4673,  4678,  4688;  (calling  out  of 
Reserves),  4747;  (registration  of  vehicles, 
&c.),  4758;  (authority  to  enter  lands)  4759; 
(persons  liable  to  be  trained),  4759,  4761, 
47<*7'  4778,  4787 ;  (duration  of  training), 
4»i;i  ;  {i)n.vment  of  trainees),  4858 ;  (em- 
ployers not  to  prevent  employes  from  train- 
ing), 4!i6,i-,  (penalty  for  evading  service), 
4866,  4868,  4870;  (registration),  4874;  (re- 
cord book),  4874 ;  new  clauses :  (promotions), 
4874.  4875;  (regulations),  4875,  48761  (Mill- 
tary  College),  4884,  4898,  4936,  4945,  4953, 
4958,  4f)6i  ;  (preference  to  Permanent 
Forces),  4968 ;  (ciintcens),  4981,  4993 ;  ad. 
^'f-t  5070;  recom.  (examinations),  5076,5080 

Dissent  from  Ruling  :  Amendments  increasing 
burdens  on  the  people  (Invalid  and  Old-age 
Pensions  Bill),  m.,  1447 

F.lectoral  Bill,  2R.,  5467;  com.  (postal  voting), 
58451  584rt  5848,  5850;  (amendment  of  sec- 
tion 148),  6065,  6068;  new  clauses  (election 
expenses),  6o6c),  607a,  6w3 ;  (disturbance  of 
meetings),  6289 ;  (obstruction  near  polling 
booths),  6296 ;  (electoral  divisions),  6304 ; 
Tfcom.    (election   expenses),  6383 

Electoral  Divisions :  Western  Australia,  m., 
6189 

Financial  Relations,  Commonwealth  and  States, 
J«^?'.V,  5*6-  \See  Brisbane  Labour  Con- 
ference :  Finance  Scheme;  also  Constitution 
Alteration  (Finance)  Bill ;  also  Premiers' 
Conference]  • 

Hansard  : 

Additions  to,  jr.,  3266 

Reprints,   adj.,    1736,    1951  ;   j.,  2007; 

2098,  2132 

Staff,  Salaries  of,  supply,  6047 

High   Commissioner   Bill,   com.    (short  title), 

3178;  (Appointment!,  3i8if,  3igr 
Industrial  I,cgis'ation,  supply,  6047 
Tnter-State  Commission,  Budget,  2799 
Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  torn,  (who 
may   receive   pensions),    Kp.o.,    1432,  1447), 
156S ;    new   clause    (continuous  residence), 
158a;  cons,  amdts.,  3235,  3241,  2251 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  (Income)  Bill, 

com.  (definition  of  income),  6377 
Japanese  Doctor  for  Broome,  aaoo 
Kalgoorlie-Port    Augusta    Railway,  Bud£el, 

2799 

Late  Sittings  :  Suppers  and  Cabs,  ad/.,  i^^g 
Library  :  Books,  supply,  2899,  2900 
Loan  Policy,  'Budget,  2795 

Ministry  : 

(De.ikin),     No-Confidence,  732,  784; 

Position  of,  g.,  3510 
National  Bank,  Budget,  2803 
Northern  Territory  Acceptance   Bill,  Budget, 

3799;  as.,  4334;  eem.  (definitions),  4660 


Hntcbison,  Mr.  J. — continued. 

Old-age  Pensions,  suffly,  516;  q.,  1531; 
adj.,  2606;  Budgety  3798;  adj.,  3103;  q., 

3*53;  *"ffh>  3406 
Parliamentary  Gardeners,  sufply,  2902 

Postmaster-Oeneral's  Department : 
Postal  Notes  :  Banking  Charge,  adj.,  1870 
Telephone  Charges,  q.,  371,  373,  3806;  suf- 
fh^  5'?;        3806;  suf^y^  5448 
Premiers'  Conference  : 
Finance  Agreement,  Budget,  2793,  2796-2805; 
?•>  3334'  4655-    \.See  Brisbane  Labour  Con- 
ference !  Finance  Scheme ;  also  Constitu- 
tion Alteration  (Finance)  Bill ;  also  Finon- 
cial  Relations,  Commonwealth  and  State*] 
Mr.  G.  H.  Reid's  Letter,  Budget,  3800 
Special  Adjournment,  q.,  1533 
Printing   Committee,   wi.,    1060,    2098,  3iaa, 
61 '7 

Referendum  (Constitution  Alteration)  Bill, 
com.  (arrangements  where  feferendum  and 
election  held  on  same  day),  5094 

Re-votes,  supply,  2595,  2734.  2743 

Sampson,  Mr.,  and  Kellalac  Mail  Service,  M., 
747,  784;  expt.,  8r4 

Seamen's  Compensation  Bill,  5051 

Shorthand  Writers'  Pay,  q.,  5454 

Show,  Royal  Agricultural  Society's,  adj., 
2903 

Speaker,  Election  of,  1680 
Standing  Orders.  Suspension  of,  p.o.,  3612 
State  Debts.    {See  Financial  Relations,  Com- 
monwealth   and    States;   also  Constitution 
Alteration   (Finanre)   Bill;   alto  Premiers' 
Conference] 
Supply  : 

Parliament  (Library),  2899,  2900;  (Gar- 
dens), 2902 

Works  and  llu-Idings  (Trade  and  Customs), 
J591,  asQs;  (Defetwe),  3601,  2734,  27411 
*745 

Supply  Bill  (No.  i),        515;  adj.,  535 
Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  3406 
Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  OT.,  5448 
■   Tariff:   Permanent  Board,  m,,  3677;  Anoma- 
lies, expl.,  3499 
Telegraph  (Emergency)  Bill,  2II.,  1949 
Trade  Marks  Cases,  q.,  6993 
Trawler,  satflyt  a$gi 
Voting  Macnines,  q.,  4453  . 

Irvine,  Mr.  Hans,  Grampian*  ■ 

Deakin  Ministry,  No-Confidence,  m.,  1383 
Hansard  Kcpnnts,  m.,  3099 
Kalgoortie   to    Port   Augusta    Railway,    q , 
5050 

Northern  Territory  Acceptance  Bill,  recom., 
59>9 

Seat  of  Government  Acceptance  Bill,  com. 
(commencement),  6423 

IrvlnB,  Hon.  W.  H.,  K.O.,  Flinders: 

Bent,  Death  of  Sir  Thomas,  o^s.,  3^74 
Constitution  Alteration  (Finance)  Bill,  int., 
3716;  cxpl.,  4357;  com.  (expiration  of  sec- 
tion 87),  5249;  (expiration  of  bookkeeping 
sections),  5354,  5478»  555^  J  (State  debts), 
5654,  5660,  5664;  3B.,  5776 
Defence  Bill,  com.  (Application  01  Army  Act), 
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Irvine,  Hon.  W.  H.,  'Si.C.—continued. 

DUs«nt  from  RuUog  :  Closure  (Supply,  for- 
mal), w-,  ^578 

High  CommissioQcr  Bill,  com.  (Services  foi 
StateB),  356X 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  com,  (who 
may  receive  pensions),  1565 ;  cons,  amdts., 
2235,  2240,  2241 

Naval  Loan  Bill,  com.  (Rate  of  interest), 
6898;  (Staking  Fund),  6909,  6913;  (income 
tax  on  Commonwealth  securities),  6918 

Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  3K>,  6934 


JtAnson,  Mr.  W.  tang: 

Adjournment,  Special,  m.,  5155;  exfl.,  5169 
Attendance  of  Members^  4957 
Attendants,  adj.,  yotj 
Business,  Order  of,  m.,  3056 
Castaways,  Rescue  of,  g.-f  1057 
Coal  Vend,  Newcastle,  g..  3805,  4454.  6368, 
6979 

Commonwealth  Property :  Municipal  Taxa- 
tion, g.,  1430 

Constitution  Alteration  (Finance)  Bill,  int., 
4165;  com.  (expiration  of  bookkeeping  sec- 
tions), 5350 

Deakin  Ministry,  No^onfidence,  m.,  460,  704 

Defence  : 
Bayonets,  g.,  113 

Georee's  River  Reserve  :   Rifle  Range,  g., 

»7^,  35 10,  4251 
Government  Policy,  g.,  1919 
Tmperiat  Defence  Conference,  g.,  374;  adj., 

1914 

Defence  Bill,        4495,  {canteens],  4977, 

4986 

Dissent  from  Ruling :    Amendments  increas- 
ing burdens    on    tne    people  (Invalid  and 
'OId-a"e  Pensions  Bill),  m.,  1454 
Electoral  Bill,  com.  (obstruction  near  polling 

booths),  6293,  6296,  6297,  6398 
Electoral  Rolls,  g.,  32^,^,  4744 
Excise  Inspectors,  ff.,  3871,  4328 
Fcriersil    Capital   Site,   g.,    i$2^,   2558,  4654; 

5708   {see   Seat  of   Government  Acceptance 

Bill) 

Ransard,  Additions  to,  m.,  3264 

Invalid    and    Old-:ige    Pensions    Bill,  com. 

(Amendments  .  increasing    bnrdeos   on  the 

people),  P.O.,  14S4 
Library  Committee,  ijj,,  aoir 
Maps,  Display  of,  5153 
Melbourne  Cup,  adi.,  515^;  exfl.,  5169 
Middteton  Reef :    Provision  for  Shipwrecked 

People,  g.,  i$23,  3175 
New  Hebrides,       3860,  3049 
Northern  Territory  Acceptance  Bill,  sB.,  4586 

com.  (obligation's  of  Commonwealth),  5817 ; 

recom.,  5930;  3H,,  5960 

Papua  and  Pacific  Islands,  m.,  3948 
Poslm  ister-General's  Depnrtme&t  : 

Cook's  River  Post  Office,  supply,  6030 

Fifth  Class  Clerks,  g..  1420 

Parliament   House :    Telephone  Exchange, 
3772 

PeakhuTst  Telephone,  g.,  ^t^^ 
Postal  Commission,  319S' 
Selby,  case  of  H.  J.,  g.,  1778 
Sorters,  General  Post  Office,  Sydney,  g., 
5809 


Johnson,  Mr.  W.  E. — continued. 

Postmaster-General's  Department — conHnmed. 

Sutherland   Telephone  Exchange,   q.,  5106 
Sutherland  Telegraph  Poles,  f.,  6867 
Sydney  General  Post  Office,  q.,  3051 
Tempe   Railway   Station ;   Stamps,  supfly, 
6030 

Wanstead  and  South  Belmore  Lrtler  De< 
liverv,  g.,  ^56;  ^**tf^y>  6«9S  Telegraph 
Facilities,  tuf^y,  6031 
Public  Service :  Retiring  Age,  adj.,  470 
Rent  of  Commonwealth  Premises,  M.,  4552 
Seat  of  Government  Acceptance   Bill*  e«m. 
(Commencement),  639a  [see  Federal  Capital 
Site) 

Ships,  Unseaworthy,  g.,  54154;  Deck  Cargoes, 

g.,  6n7.  7065 
Speaker,  Election  of,  f.o.,  1706 
Tariff  :  Pennanent  Board,  m.,  2679 
Tellers,  f.o.,  6357 
Waratah,  B.8.,  g.,  2486,  6980 

Keating,  Senator  Hon.  J.  H.,  Tasmania  ; 

Advertising  Editor,  supply,  5508 

Aeroplane,  Duty  on,  g.,  596S 

Appropriation  Bill,  2B.,  7140;  com.  schedule, 

7141;   (The   Parliament),  7144;  (Treasury). 

7157,    7159,    7161  ;    (Trade  and  Customs), 

7166;   (Defence),  7167 
Bank  Exchange,  supply,  7166 
Bureau  of  Agriculture  Bill,  2R.,  s<»35;  cam. 

(Bureau),  5225 
Constitution    Alteration    (Finance)   Bill,  3K., 

6343;  com.  (payments  to  Tasmania),  6435, 

6456 

Cook,  Captain,  lAgs  and  Journals  of,  as., 

3933 

Defence  Bill,  com.   (non-combatants),  6714 
European  Mail  Contract,  g.,  6692 
Fuel  Oil  Deposits  g.,  305,  1368 
Governor-General  :  Travelling  Expenses,  suf' 
ply,  7161 

High  Commissioner  Bill,  cons,  amdts.,  6699 

Long-Distance  Telephone  Rates,  q.,  2068 

Map  of  Australia,  q.,  2905,  3409 

Northern  Territory,  q.,  3905,  3409 

Pensions,  Old-age  :  Tasmanian  Deputy  Com- 
missioner, tuppiy,  7157;  AdmioistratioB, 
supply,  7159 

Postal   Rates,  q.,  5003 

Potato  Blight,  adj.,  2732 

Press  Cable  Service  Select  Committee,  m., 
567* 

Prohibited  Correspondence,  g.,  5667 

Queen's  Hall,  supply,  7144 

Senate   Officers  :    Melbourne    Cop    Day,  f., 

S^*^:-  5393 

Staff  Officer  for  Wo^k^  Tasmania,  suffiy, 
7167 

Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  com..   Schedule  (Home 

Affairs),  5508,  5509 
Tasmanian  Coble  Service,  q.,  2333,  3814,  3410, 

4899;  adj.,  4926 
Tasmanian  Mails,  q.,  6690 

Telegraphists  :  Typewriters,  5097,  52SS,  5394 
Telephones  in  llotcls,  q.,  1367;  orf/.,  3059; 

5003.  5096;  adj.,  5424 
Timber,  Australian,  sufpiy,  5509 
Wireless  Telegraphy,  q.,  7133,  7310 
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KaU7,  Mr.  W.  "B^  Wetavjorth: 

Advertising  Australia,  suffly,  604,  634,  7069 

Atteadaoce  of  MemberSf  g.,  43*8 

Bills  of  Exchange   Bill,  ^0111.  (fraudulently 

altered  cheques),  665a 
Budget,  aSSS 

BusiDess,  Order  of,  adj.,  1469,  a3c;i ;  Private 
Members*,  n.,  3473,  3480,  3498;  Conduct  of, 
odi.,  3505,  3604]  Postponement  of,  m.> 
4667 

Catts,  Mr.  J.  H.,  and  Sir  Hector  Carrutbers, 
ad;.,  160;  expl.,  182 

Chanter,  Mr.,  and  Laboar  Pledge,  far^/.,  3335 

Coal  Strike,  tuffly,  ysyS 

Coinage,  0.,  3199;  suffty,  3408 

Coinage  Bill,  m.,  2022,  3026;  torn,  (issue  of 
coins),  3186;  (legal  tender),  2206,  3219; 
(powers  of  Governor-General),  2220,  3332; 
eons,  amdts.,  2774,  2784,  2787 

Collins,  Captain,  suffly,  2993 

Commonwealth  Property  :  Municipal  Taxa- 
tion, m.i  1800;       3510;  Aiff.,  7209 

Conciliation  and  Arb'*'ration  Bill,  2K.,  7240; 
earn,  (short  title),  243 ;  (protection  of  em- 
ployer and  emplc ^i),  7244 

Constitution  Alteration  (Finance)  Bill,  f., 
4623;  com.  (expiration  of  bookkeeping  sec- 
tions), 5602;  f.o.,  ^808 

Defence  : 

Australian   Naval   Unit   Head-quarlers,  q., 
3768 

Bridges,  Colonel,  supply,  7173 
Clerical  Staff  Appointments,  6460 
Cordite,  q.,  3945 

Equipment,  Snortage  of,  q.,  1786;  sufMy, 

25QQ,  2737 
Fortifications,  supply,  2598,  3604 
Garrison  Artillery,  p.,  6023 
Imperial  Defence  Conference,  q.,  274,  275; 

adj.,  1 916 

Inspector-General,  Aides-de-Canip,  q.,  1783; 

3708;  expl.,  3774 
Rifle  Clubs,  sup-fiy,  2737 
Secretary  of  Department,  supply,  3993 
Submarine  Mining,  supply,  2604 
Transfer  of  Officers,  adj.,  1717 
Deft  nee  Bill,  com.  (Amendment  of  section  2 
of    Principal    Act),   4574,   4671 ;  (Citiseo 
Naval    Forces),    4^4,    4681,    4687,  4690; 
(Citizen    Military    Forces),    4695 ;  (calling 
nut  of  Reserves),  4745,  4749,  4755;  (persons 
liable  to  be  trained),  4762,  4780;  (payment 
of  trainees),  4856;   (employers  not  to  pre- 
vent employ^  from  training),  4863,  4^5; 
(penalty  for  evading  service),  4871  ;  new 
clauses  (Military  Coflege),  4877,  .^5,  4893, 
4804,  4895,  4930,  4033,    4934,  4945,  49^, 

AQS^.  4953.  4957.  49oo.  4904;  (preference  to 
Permanent  Forces),  4968 ;  (conscientious  ob- 
jectors), 4970;  (canteens),  4Q76,  499t.  4998; 
(pensions),  5003;  recom,,  5068,  5069;  (period 
of  enlistment),  5071 ;  (examinations),  5083 

Electmal  Bill,  earn,  (postal  voting),  6063; 
new  clauses  (election  expenses),  6077;  'dis> 
turbancc  of  meetings),  6278 ;  (obstruction 
near  polling  booths),  6295 

Forrest,  Sir  John :  Honorary  Colonelcy,  q., 
2769 

Hansard : 

Reprints,  adj.,  1896;  m.,  aoq/j,  9124 
Staff,  adj.,  L667 

High  Commissioner  Bill,  tffm.  (appointment), 
3181,  3190,  3198  J  (duties),  3553  i  M.  rtcam., 
3593 

F.  16063.— B 


Kelly,  Mr.  W.  VL.—cotUinued. 
Honorary  Ministers,  supply,  2994 
Immigration,  supply,  604,  635 
Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  com.,  new 

clause   (continuous  residence),   1580 ;  tons. 

amdts.,  2227,  W45'  ="53 
Labour  Party,  adj.,  5499 
Land  Tax  Assessment  Bill,  q.,  6537 
Library  Committee,  m.,  2015 
Library  1  Books,  supply,  2900 
Loan  Policy,  Budge/,  2888 
Members :  Interference  in  other  Electorates, 

supply,  2753 

Ministry  : 

(Oeakin),  No-Confidence,  n.,  103a;  Divi- 
sion on,  adj.,  I2QS 

(Fisher),  Position  of,  m.,  ia6;  adj.,  159,  181 
Monopolies,  Federal  Control  ol,  m.,  a66a 
Nava!  Loan  Bill,  int.,  6541  j  aB.,  6728;  evm. 

(rate    of    interest),    6897,   6901;  (linkiflg 

fund),  6911 

Northern  Territory  Acceptance  Bill,  ai., 
4200;  com.  (definitions),  4633,  4637,  4^9> 
4656;  (obligations  of  Commonwealth),  58131 
5827,  5833,  5840 ;  (powers  in  relation  to 
Railways),  5^2 ;  (Acceptance  of  Territory), 
5842;  Schedule,  5842;  recom.,  5916;  3B., 

5940  ^  - 

Parliamentary  Refreshment  Room,  q.,  5048; 
adj.,  5094;  5105 

Pensions  : 

Invalid,  supply,  7097 

Old-age,  adj.,  2607,  3603 
Postmaster-General's  Department : 

Correspondence,  Delays  in  Answering* 
.ufply,  4292  _ 

Hoffnung's  Buildings,  Sydney  :  Valuationi 
adj.,  4650;  J.,  4744;  adj.,  4788 

Postal  Notes  :    Banking  Charge,  adj.,  1871 

Postmasters'   Hours,   g.,  6370 

Stamps,  Sale  of,  supply,  4293 

Telephones  :   Manufnciure,  q,,  4850 
Potato  Blight,  adj.,  3768 
Printing  Comn  ittec,  m.,  2097,  3124 
Rc-votes,  supply,  2593,  2598 
Roberts,  Mr.,  expl.,  3774 

Seat   of    Government   Acceplancf.   Rill,  com, 

[Commencement^,  5210 
Show,  Royal  Agricultural  Society's,  adj.,  3903 
Speaker,  Election  of,  w.,  1672 
Sugar  Industry,  supply,  4291 
Supplementary  Estimates,  7276 

Supply  i 

Defence  (Central  Administration),  7173 

External  Affairs  (Administrative),  2993 ; 
(Executive  Council],  2994;  (Miscel- 
laneous), 7069 

Parliament  (Library),  3900 

Treasury,  7097 

Works  and  Buildings  (Trade  and  Customs), 
2589;  (Quarantine),  2593:  (Defence),  2598, 
'737  i  (Telegraphs  and  Telephones), 

*7S3 

Supply  Bill  (No.  i),  m.,  488,  519;  adj.,  535; 

com..  Schedule  :  (External  Affairs),  6^,  634 
Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  m.,  3408 
Supply  Bill  (No.  ^),  m.,  4991 
Telegraph  (Emergency)  Bill,  ctm.  (deftnitioo), 

4401 

Trawler,  supply,  2589 

Wireless  Telegraphy,  q.,  3198,  2298;  m.,  327x1 
f..  3357.  4652.  4743      ^  . 
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Knox,  Hon.  Kooyong: 

Australian  Industries  Preservation  Bill,  sr., 
7361 

Commerce  Congress :  Deputation  to  Minister 
of  Trade  and  CuitODU*  474^ 

Constitution  Alteration  (Finance)  BiII>  ih/., 
4166 

Defence  Bill,   com.   (persons    liable    to  be 

trained],  4760;    new  clause   (Military  Col- 
lege), 48S8;  cons,  amdts.,  7004 
Electoral    Bill,    recom.    (election  expenses), 
6384 

Electoral  Rolls,  q.,  722S 

Naval  Loan  Bill,  com.  (rate  of  interest),  6901 

Northern  Territory  Acc«ptaace  Bill,  as.,  4578 

Pairs,  exfh,  3613 

Wireless  Teleeraphy,  q.^  4653 


Llddell,  Dr.  F.,  Hunter: 

Adjournment,  Special,  516^ 
Business,  Private  Members',  3471 
Coal  Strike,  6140 
Defence  : 

Cessnock  Drill  Hall,  suffly,  7174 

Church  Parades,  q,,  5709 

Kitchener  Camps  :  Cadets,  f.,  6869 

Navy  :  Officers,  636^ 

Torpedo  Destroyers:  Names,  q.,  7065 
Defence  Bill,  eons,  amdts.,  7002 
Electoral   Bill,   eom.   (postal  voting),   5851 ; 

(election  expenses),  6120;  reeom.  (election 

expenses),  6383 
Electoral  Rolls,  q,,  1866;  supply^  3693 
Federal  Capital,  suffly,  7118 
Immigration : 

Japanese  Doctor  for  firoomtf,  suffty^  2691 
Syrians,  q.,  7327 

Imperial  Defence  Conference,  j.,  375 
Invalid   and   Old-age    Pensions    Bill,  eens. 

amdti.,  3233 
Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  (Income)  Bill, 

as.,  637s 
Melbourne  Cup,  adj.,  516a 
Old-age  Pensions,  q.,  2560,  2653 ;  supply,  2693  j 

arf/.,  3513 

Pacific  Islands  Mail  Service,  suf^y,  3037 
Papua  and  Pacific  Islands,  m.,  3955 
Papua,  SMffty,  3035,  3035 
Post  and  Tetegrapb  (Recording  Machines)  Bill, 

a..  4405 
Postmaster-General's  Departmoit : 

Allynbtook  to  Lostock  Telephone,  supply, 
^754 

Cessnock  Post  Office,  a.,  113 

Country  Services,  supply,  2754 

East  Maitland-Mount  Vincent  Mail  Service, 

supply,  3379 
Electoral  Rolls  and  Forms,  sup^y,  369a 
Hotel  Telephones,  ff.,  3870;  4063 
Maitland  Hospital  Telephone,  3053 
Medical  Correspondence.  Prohibition  of,  q., 

5710 

Objectionable  Postal  Matter,  q.,  4743 
Officers'  Furloughs,  supply,  3379 
Post  Office  Clocks,  supply,  2692 
Postal  Commission,  q.,  3357,  3507 
Slot  Telephones,  adj.,  4063;  exp/.,  4068 
West  Maitland  Telephone  Service,  supply^ 
3378 


Liddell.  Dr.  Y.— continued. 

Professional  Registration,  wi.,  3283 
Public  Service  : 

Examining  Officers,  Sydney  :  Leave,  j.,  5915 

Retiring  Age,  adj.,  469,  470 
South  Pole :  Captain  Scott's  Expedition,  q., 

5805 
Supply  : 

Defence  (Rifie  Clubs),  7174 

External     Affairs     (Papua),    3025,     3035 ; 

(Pacific  Islands  Mail  Service),  3037 
Home  Affairs  (Administrative),  7118 
Works    and     Buildings    (Telegraphs  and 

Telephones),  2754 

Supply  Bill  (No  3),  3378 
WatKOn,  Mr.  J.  C,  q.,  4040 

LlvlngHton,  Ur.  J.,  Barker: 

Business,  Order  of,  m.,  3053 
Defence : 

Horse  Hire,  g.,  1313 

Kitchener  Camps,  q.,  7234 
Defence  Bill,  reeom.  (examinations),  50S3 
Electoral  Bill,  com.  (obstruction  near  poltine 

booths),  6296  ^ 

Ministry  (Deakin),  No-Confideuce,  1253 

Northern  Territory  Acceptance  Bill,  g,^  4069; 
2R.,  4196;  com.  (definitions),  4640 

Old-age  Pensions,  q.,  0298 

Postmaster-General's  Department  : 
Guarantees  for  Works,  sup^y,  528 
Kangaroo  Island  Telephones,  q.,  1311 

Potato  Blight,         36531  3871.  supply. 

Supply  Bill  (No.  i),  n..  528 
Supply  Bill  (No.  4).  544S 

Lyndl,  Senator  P,  J.,  Western  Australia  : 

Adjournments,  Special,  m.,  3477,  3457 
Advertising  Australia,  Budget^  3720 
Appropriation    Bill,  as.,  7140;  eem.  (Tradt 

and  Customs),  7166 
Appropriation   (Works   and   Buildings)  Bill, 
com..   Schedule  ;   (Fostmastei-Geiierat's  De- 
partment) 3837,  3838 
Auditor-General's  Report,         6197;  sufply, 
7140 

Australian  Industries  Preservation  Bill,  eons. 

amdts.,  722a 
Bank  Exchange,  supply,  7166 
Bounties  Act,  g.,  3107 
Budget,  m.,  2714 

Bureau  of  Agriculture  Bill,  31.,  5100;  com. 

(Bureau),  5237 

Business,  Postponement  of,  m.,  5313;  Govern- 
ment, m,,  597a 

Constitution  Alteration  (Finance)  Bfll,  as., 
6102 ;  com.  (expiration  of  bookkeeping  sec- 
tions), 6442 

Constitution  Alteration  (State  Debts)  Bill, 
3B..  6514 

Defence : 

Compulsory  Training,  Budget,  =719,  3733 
Dreadnought,  Budget,  37,-;3 
Forces  and   Theatrical   Performances,  g,, 
3509 

Government  Policy,  Btidoct\  2718  1 
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Lynch,  Senator  P.  J. — tomtinued. 

Defence    Bill,    cem.y    new    clause  {general 

ftrinciples  of  defence),  5694;  (cadets),  5S88; 
horses),  6615;  (vehicles,  &c.),  6619;  (can- 
teens), 6627,  6638;  (registratum),  6710;  (non- 
combatants),  6710;  reeem.  (canteens),  6804, 
6805 

Electoral  Bill,  sr.,  3143;  com.  (objection  by 
officer),  3329;  (postal  voting),  3443,  3863; 
cans,  amdis;  6525 

High  Commissioner  Bill,  as.,  4147;  com.  (ap- 
pointment), 4336;  eons,  amdti.t  6703 

Immigration,  Budget,  2720;  Contract  Immi- 
grants, ad;.,  5857 

Inter-State  Commission  Bill,  si,,  45^30 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  recom., 
ai54 

Kalgoorlie-Port  Augusta  Railway^  Btidget, 
372a 

Land  Holdings,  ais.,  6315 

Lighthouses  Bill,  aR.,  2627;  e*m.  (acquisition 

«if  lighthouses),  2634 
I*oan  Policy,  Budget,,  3714 
Naval  Loan  Bill,  2B.,  6966;  ^0111.  (rate  of  in- 
terest), TO'to  ■ 
Navigation  Bill,  ad;.,  3457 
New  Protection,  adj.,  3360;  Budget, 
Northern  Territory  Acceptance  Bill,  3B.,  6856 
Officers'  Compensation  Bill,  com*  (payment^, 
7318 

Oodnadatta-Pine  Creek  Railway,  Budget,  2723 
Pensions : 

Invalid,  Budget,  2723 

Old-age,  adj.,  4116 
Phosphatic  Deposits,  nt.,  5696,  5704 
Postm aster-General's  Department : 

Post  Office  Sites,  suffty,  2838 

Supernumerary     Staff  :     Stamps  Printing 
Braocb,  suff!y,  5513 

Sydney  General  Post  Office,  Budget,  2837 

Telephone  Rates,  Budget,  2731 

Weather  Warnings,  Budget,  2721 
Premiers'    Conference,    Special  Adjournment, 

3477 

Seamen's  Compensation  Bill,  tern,  (defini- 
tions), 3373,  3376;   (non -application),  3287; 

(compensation  for  personal  injury),  :i>393; 
contracting  out),  3397,  3935,  3936,  3997, 
3000;  (Schedule)  3012,  3014,  30x7,  3110, 
3"9 

Seat  of  Government  Acceptance  Bill,  2B., 
^5  ;  com.  (ratification  of  agreement),  4911 ; 
(Seat  of  Government),  4917 ;  (schedule), 
5009,  5020,  5023,  5027 

Standing  Orders,  m.,  3309,  3334 

Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  torn..  Schedule  (Trea- 
sury). 5513 

Transcontinental    Railways :    Land  Reserva- 
tion, g.,  2257 
Trawler,  g.,  3915 

Weather  Forcasts,  q.,  4504 ;   m.,  4532,  4539 

Ltim,  Hon.  Sir  W.  J.,  K.O.M.O.,  Hume: 

Address-in-Reply,  m.,  303 
Adjournments,  Spcci.-il,  m.,  248,  3346 
Bent,  Death  of  Sir   Thomas,  obs.,  3574 
Bills  of  Exchange  Bill,  com.  (parts),  3049 
Budget,  suffly,  476,  524;  q.,  3770;  suf^y, 

3805,  28c^,  2883,  2885 
Coinage   Bill,    m.,   3019;   com.   (powers  of 

Governor-General),      3321,      2234,  3335; 

(schedule),  3336 


Lyne,  Hon.  Sir  W.  J.,  Yi.C.lA.G.— continued. 

Constitution  Alteration  (Finance)  BilU  in'** 
4168-  [See  Financial  Relations,  Common- 
wealth and  States;  also  Premiers'  Confer- 
ence] 

Comsacks,  me  of,  5437 

Defence  Bill,  3609 
Defence : 

Imperial  Defence  Conference,  1865; 
adj.,  1908 

Naval  Policy,  tuffly,  525 ;  Budget,  3805 
Shipbuilding,  suffiy,  3531 
Small  Arms  Factory,  q.,  1418 
Dissent  from  Ruling  :   Suspension  of  Stand- 
ing Orders,  m.,  36i59 

Electoral  Rolls  and  Maps,  sufply,  4358 

Federal  Capital  Site,  adj.,  260 

Financial  Relations,  Commonwealth  and  Statea> 

suffly,  479'  537;  «->  2'40J  a*^;''.  ^3471 
Budget,  3887;  suffly,  3533.  [See  Consti- 
lutioD  Alteration  (Finance)  Bill ;  also  Pre- 
miers' Conference ;  also  Surplus  Revenue 
Act] 

Forrest,  Sir  John  :  Burning  of  Banking  Bill, 

adj.,  130;  exfl.,  219;  Second  Deakin  Min- 

istry,  adj..  957 
Groom,  Mr.,  and  Mauger,  Ur.,  3555* 

3556 
Hansard  : 

Daily,  adj.,  468,  1896 

Reprints,  adj.,  1895;        3094;  exft.,  aiiS 
High  Commissioner,  adj.,  3054 
High  Commissioner  Bill,  com.  (salary),  3565; 

M.,  3589 

Holder,  Late  Sir  F.  W.,  exfl.,  1863 

Hours  of  Meeting,  q.,  3710 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  eom.^ 
amendments  increasing  burdens  on  the 
people,  f.o.,  1433;  (amendment  of  sec- 
tion 17  of  principal  Act),  1577;  new 
clauses :  (continuous  residence),  1579 ;  tons, 
amdts.,  3202 

Land  Values  Taxation,  adj.,  r3»  i  Budget,  2887 

Late  Sittings  :  Suppers  and  Cabs,  adj.t  «98 
Loan  Policy,  suffly,  479.  5*5  5  Budget,  3807, 

3885 
Ministry  : 

(Deakin),  Policy  of,  g.,  344;  adj.,  348;  No- 
Confidence,  m.,  loio;  division  on,  adj., 
1398!  position  of,  supply,  3530 

(Fisher),  Position  of,  adj.,  137;  f.o.,  I4<; 

adj.,  203 

Northern  Territory,  Budget,  2807 

Old-age  Pensions  Appropriation  Bill,  m,,  1004 

{f.o,,  1606,  1607),  1608 
Old-age   Pensions,   sufpiy,   481,   524;  «*3W>i 

1415 ;  suffly,  35*9.  353*. 
Pairs,  adj.,  1298 

Political  Record,  exft.,  1157,  1863 

Postmaster-General's  Department : 

Corowa  Post  Office  Tower,  suf^y,  2753 
Finances  of,  suf-fiy,  2753;  Budget,  2806, 

280Q 

Slot  and  Public  Telephones,  q.,  4069 
Sydney  Switchboard,  suffly,  aj^ 
Sydney-Woliongong  Trunk  Telepnone,  suf- 
fly, 3753 

Telephoae  Exchanges,  suffly,  2753 
Works  :  Coutxuction  from  revenue,  suffly. 
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LyDe,  Hon.  Sir  W.  J.,  K.CM.G.~£cntimted. 

Prenuers'  Ccnference  :  Adjournment  of  Far- 
liameot,  m.,  3139 ;  adj. ,  1346 ;  Finance 
Agreement,  Budget,  3807,  3S87;  supply, 
3533.  [See  Conatttution  Alteration  (Finance) 
Bill  i  ahe  Financial  Relationa*  Commonwealth 
and  States] 

Printing  Committee  :  Report  {p.o.,  209a},  aoQ4 
Private  Members'  Business,  06s.,  1468 :  adj., 
1469 

Public  Service,  Retiring  Age  :  Mr.  Baxter,  adj., 
468 

Railwaymen's  Wages,  exft,,  1062,  1157 
Sittings,  Homing,  g.,  3710 
Speaker,  Election  of,  m.,  1679 
Standing  Orders.  Suspension  of,   m.,  3609, 
3669 

State  Debts.    [See  Financial  Relations,  Com* 

monwealth  and  States] 
Supply  : 

Works  and  Baildings  (Telegraphs  and  Tele- 
phones), 2748,  2751 

Supply  Bill  (No.  I),         473,  475,  476.  524; 

«.,  592 
Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  m.,  4^57 
Surplus  Revenue  Act,  exfl.,  1415 
Sydney  Tramways,  exfl.,  1157 
Tariff  Anomalies  and  Additional  Duties,  m., 

1526,  1793  {p.o.,  1546,  1547,  1548);  expl., 

<549i  3S3a;  i;  S334 

BCurfttrlane,  Senator  Hon.  J.,  TmmanAa: 

Appropriation    (Works   and   Buildings)  Bill, 
com..  Schedule  :  (Trade  and  Customs),  2818, 

2823;   (Postmaster-General),  2839 
Australian   Industries   Preservation   Bill,  2B., 

1623;  com.  (unfair  concessions),  1646,  1653; 

ad.  ref.,  1742;  3R.,  1859 
Bills  of  Lading,  5969 
Bills,  Supply  of,  q.,  2609,  2815,  2905 
Boarding  of  Vessels,  q.,  2609,  2610,  7183 
Bureau  of  Agriculture  Bill,  2K.,  ^099 
Coinage  Bill,  com,,  (i^sue  of  coins),  2515 
Compound  Gauge  Railway  Crossing,  j,,  1040 
ponatitution   Alteration    (Finance)    Bill,  com. 

(expiration  of  bookkeeping  sections),  6442 ; 

(payments  to  Tasmania),  ^56 
Constitution  Alteration  (State  Debts)  Bill,  at., 

6517 

Count-out,  adj.,   105 1 

Deakin  Ministry,  Policy  of,  adj.,  105a 

Defence  Bill,  com.  (Cadets),  589a ;  (Can- 
teens), 66a6 

Electoral  Bill,  aB.,  3128;  cons,  amdts.,  6531 

High  Commissioner  Bill,  2B.,  3954}  earn,  (ap- 
pointment), 4321 ;  (salary),  4337 

Hobnrt  Defence  Forces,  q.,  2704 

Lighthouses  Bill,  com.  (acquisition  of  light- 
houses), 3635 ;  (powers  over  lights  and 
marks)  2707 

Marine  Insurance  Bill,  aB.,  4722;  com.  (speci- 
fied place  of  departure),  5238 

Meteorological  Branch,    sufply,  3431 

Naval  Loan  Bill,  com.  (rate  of  interest),  7027 

Northern  Territory,  q.,  679^ 

Northern  Territory  Acceptance  Bill,  2R.,  6719 

Patents  Bill,  m.,  a6i7 ;  com.,  new  clause 
(reduction  of  fees),  3624 

Post  and  Telegraph  (Recording  Machines)  Bill, 
C9m.  (definition),  1383 


Macfarlane,  Senator  Hon.  J. — coniinmed. 
Postmaster-General's  Department : 

Detention  of  European  Mails,         1^3;  f-, 

I 831,  2055 

Postal  Commisuon,  q.,  3404,  3860,  3914 

Wireless  Telegraphy,  sufffy,  2839 »  S-*  479* 
Quarantine  Act :   Rats,  q.,   1471 ;  Detention 

of   Mails,         2055,  2256,  4008;  Sutions, 

tuf^y,  2833 
Seamen's  Compenaatkm  Bill,  ccm,  (coDbaa- 

ing  out),  3927,  3998 
Soppl:^  Bill  (No.  a),  earn..  Schedule  ;  (Home 

Affairs)  3431 
TxA^Xtx,  suffly,  3818 

Mafcom,  Hon.  Coolffordie: 

Advertising  Australia,  supply,  7077 
Borrowing  for  Public  Work^  g.,  4329 
Business,  Postponement  of,  m.,  7337 
Clerk,  Duties  of  the,  when  Chairman, 

i3o8  (Dissent  from  Ruling,  1811-3),  1812, 

1830;  adj.,  1899 
Closure,  q.^  3710 

Commerce  Coagiess :  Lawn  Partj,  3709; 

adj.,  3803 

Coinage  Bill,  com.  (legal  tender),  asio; 
(powers  of  Govemor-General),  2223 

Constitution  Alteration  (Finance)  Bill,  A, 
4381 ;  ad.  rep.,  5729.  [See  Premiers*  Con- 
ference] 

Cook,  Mr.  Hume,  and  Brunswick  Post-oiEce, 
^dj.,  3803 

Defence  Bill,  com.  (Canteens),  4978;  ad.  rip-t 
5056 

Dissent  from  Ruling  ; 
Amendments    increasing    burdens    on  the 
people    (Invalid    and    Old-age  Fensiosi 
Bill),  m.,  1602 
Standing  Orders,  Suspension  of,  m.,  3670; 
Clerk,  Duties  of  :  Privilege,  m.,  x8ti-a 
Elections,  Date  of,  q.,  7335 
Electoral  Boundaries,  Western  Australia,  f., 
5050 

Federal  Capital  Site,  adj.,  aw.    [See  Sett  of 

Government  Acceptance  Bill] 
Financial  Relations,  Commonwealth  and  Statei 
[See  Premiers*  Conference;  also  Constitotioo 
Alteration  (Finance)  Bill] 
Hansard  Reprints,  adj.,  1897 
Immigration  : 

Italians  and  Aostrians,  West  Anstralisi 
adj.,  5906 

Japanese  Doctor  for  Broome,  q.,  2127,  211S, 
3200;  supply,  2684;  adj.,  2765;  lupfly, 
3981 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  as.,  1339; 
com.  (who  may  receive  oensions),  1503: 
new  clauses  (continuous  resiaence),  1581;  (iO' 
mates  of  institutions),  1602;  m.j.o.,  1603; 
recom.  m.,  1603;  cons,  amdts.,  2228 
Invalid  and  Old-age  Penuons  (Income)  Bil't 
2R.,  6374 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  AugusU  Railway,  sup^y. 

5129,  5447 
Land,  Purchase  of,  smpplyj  7111 

Library :  Pedierick  Collection,  lupfty^  aSgt 
Loan^PoIicy,  supply,  4290;  f.,  43»9S 
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Mahon,  Hon.  B..-^9nHtmed. 
Ministers'  Atteadance  in  Cliamber,  adu^  iSo? 
Naval  Loan  Bill,  com.  (redemption)*  69M; 
(income  tax  on  Commonvealtn  seearitiei), 

6917 

Northcote,  Speech  by  Lord,  suffly,  2980 
Northern    Territory    Acceptance    Bill,  com. 

(obligationt  of  Commonwealtli)}  5836;  3B., 

5948 

Old-age   Pensions  Administration,  jf.,   1301 ; 

sufply,  5131 
Papua,  SMf^y,  3982,  3(^35 

Post  and  Telegraph  (Recording  Machines) 
Bill,  flR.,  4590 

Postmaster-General's  Department : 

Cessnock  Post  Office,  q.,  113 
Country  Services,  suf-^y^  2754,  5446,  7190 
Financing  Works,  suffly,  3755,  4290,  5128 
Meekatharra  Post  Office,  suffly,  5445 
Mount  Ida  CommuDtcation,  suffly,  5445 
North-west   of   Western   Australia :  Tele- 
graph Communication,  q.,  273,  1419 
Ora  Baoda  Telepboae,  q.,  4453 
Peiik  Hill-Nutlagine  Telegraph,  f.,  3154; 

suffly,  5128 
Perth  Post-office  :  Vacancy,  4551 

Premiers'  Conference  :  Adjournment  of  Par- 
liament, o^/.,  1898 ;  Finance  Agreement, 
adj.,  2765;  q.,  4329.  {See  Constitution  Al- 
teration (Finance)  Bill] 

Quarantine  Inspection :  Fremantle,  adj., 
2449 

■Seat  of   Government  Acceptance   Bill,  2K., 
5r86;  earn,  (commencement),  5201;  (Iic|uor 
licences),  6471.   [See  Federal  Capital  Site] 
Sma'l  Arms  Factory,  g.,  1300,  I4r8;  nf.,  1550 

Solar  Observatory,  q.,  5333 

Speaker,  Salary  of,  suffly,  2893 

Standing  Orders,  Breach  of,  adj.,  1899 ; 
exrpl.,  2201  ;  Suspension  of  (dissent  from  rul- 
ing). 3670 

Sugar  Industry,  suffly,  4288;  43»7»  455'! 
Commission,  g.,  5239 

Supply  : 

External  Affairs  (Administrative),  2980 ; 
(Papua),  2983,  3035 ;  (Miscellaneous), 
7077 

Home   Affairs  (Administrative).   71 11 
Parliament        (Representatives),        2893 ; 

(library),  2896 
Postmaster-General  :   (Central  Staff),  7190 
Works  and  Buildings  (Telegraphs  and  Tele> 
phones),  2754 
Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  m.,  4288 
Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  m.,  .^441; 
Vegetables,  Broome,  q.,  7235 
Wireless  Telegraphy,  y.,  2298 
Women's  Work  Exhibition,  g.  2945 
Works  and  Buildings,  Supervision  of,  suffly, 
71XI 

MUoney,  Dr.  W^  2f«I&oume: 

Adjournment,  Special,  m.,  257,  5156 
Advertising  Australia,  suffly,  605,  7076 
Australian  Industries  Preservation  Bill,  eom. 

(prevention  of  dumping),  7271 
Banking :  Commonwealth    Note    Issue,  ad^.. 

Bent,  Death  of  Sir  Thomas,  adj.,  3654 
Budget,  2580 


Maloney,  Dr.  W. — eontinmed. 

Business,  Private  Members',  M.,  3494 

Child  Protection,  suffly,  7077;  adj.^  7094 

Cigarettes,  suffly,  5126 

Coinage,  adj.,  165;  q.,  2199,  6536,  7067 
Coinage    Bill,    m.,    2020;    com.     (issue  of 

coins),  2190;  eons,  amdis.,  2776,  2789,  2791 
Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  cam.  (Short 

Title),   72431   (suspension   of   decision  of 

Court),  72$ 
Constitution  Alteration   (Finance)   Bill,  int.t 

3762;  eom.  (expiration  of  section  87),  5250; 

(expiration  of  bookkeeping  sections),  52731 

^611 ;  new  clause  (initiative),  5648.  [Set 

Premiers'  Conference] 
Cook,  Mr.  Hume,  and  the  Labour  partyt 

i6a ;  exfl.,  167 

Defence  : 

Carroll,  Major,  q..  5544;  suffly,  7175;  g., 
7236 

Dreadnought,  adj.,  164;  tuf^y,  643 

Guns  and  Ammunition,   Sue  of,  Vif^y% 

Markers:   Williamstown,  f.,  4391  tuffiy, 
641 

Rifles,  suffly,  641 

Small  Arms  Factory ;   Mechanics,  q.,  3606 
Tenth  A.I.R.  :  Promotion,  q.,  2770 

Defence  Bill  com.  (short  title),  4574;  (cigar- 
ettes), 5000,  ad.  ref.,  5054;  reeem.  (examma- 
tions),  5072;  cons,  amdts.,  6998,  7005 

Dress  Goods,  Importation  of,  q.,  244;  m., 
>537>  5'53-  t-^^'  Australian  Indtiatries 
Preservation  Bill] 

Elective  Ministries,  adj,,  167;  Budget,  1583; 
S7<3;  adj.,  7393 

Electoral  Act :  Enrolment  Claims,  q.,  64^, 
6991 

Electoral  Bill,  ait.,  5474;  com.  (newspapers), 

6138,  6106,  6307;  (breaches  of  law),  6270; 

(deposit),  6301;  (electoral  expenses),  6311 
Financial  Relations,  Commonwealth  and  States. 

[See  Constitution  Alteration  (Finance)  Bill; 

also  Premiers'  Conference] 
Government  Printing  Office  :  Temporary  em- 

ploy«s,  suffly,  7099 
Gratuity  to  Stamp  Printer,  Budget,  2586 
Hansard  : 

Report,  Additions  to,  m.,  3264 ;  Excisions 
from,  exfl.,  2118 

Reprints,  m.,  aiio,  2127 

Typists,  adj.,  5667 
High  Commissioner  Bill,  2R.,  3076 
Immigration,  suffly,  606 

Anglo-Indians,  suffly,  7076 

Japanese  Doctor  for  Broome,  suffly,  2687 
Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  SK.,  1431 ; 

eom.,  new  clause ;    (contianous  residence), 

1583;  3»-.  >6o4 
Land  -  Settlement,  Budget,  3585 

Land  Values  Taxation,  adj.,  r66;  suffly,  641; 
Budget,  2583 

Library : 

Petherick  Collection,  g.,  2129,  4329,  4653. 
4654 

Pictures,  q.,  2562,  3019,  3020 
Melbourne  Cup,  adj.,  5002,^5156 
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Ualoney,  Dr.  W. — continued. 
Ministry  : 

(Deakin),  No-Confideace,  m.,  809,  816 

(Fisher),  Poution  of,  adj.^  t6o 
New  Hebrides,  suffly,  7075 
New  Protection,  q.,  7067;  adj.,  7293 
Northern  Territory  Acceptance  Bill,  2R.,  4630 
Noithem  Territory  :  Gold,  2299 
Note  Issue,  Budget,  3584 
Old-age  Pensions,  q.,  1312 ;  adj.,  1717;  t-t 

aaoo;  adj.,  2450;  Budget,  3581;  adj.,  3049; 


adj.,  7293 
Papua,  tuifly,  3029,  7075 
Patent  Office  Staff,      113,  1314,  aiag 
Patents   Bill,    com.   (Revocaticm   of  patents 

worked     outside     Commonwealth),     701a ; 

(Toided  State  Patents),  7013,  7014 
Postmaster-General's  Department : 

Dnty  Stamps,  q-,  2129 

Hotel  Telephones,  a.,  3870 

Insulators,  q.,  7066,  7170 

Melbourne    General    Post    Office  :  Blec- 
tricians'  Wages,  q.,  4956 

Postal  Notes :  Banlcing  Charge,  adj.,  1876 

Telegraph  Messengers*  Half  Holiday,  q., 
3947 

Unclaimed  Correspondence,  q.,  2560,  3604 
Premiers'  Conference,  Budget,  2580.  \See  also 

Constitution  Alteration  (Finance)  Bill] 
Profe^onal  RegistratUm,  m.,  3378 
Printing  Committee,  w.,  aito,  aray 
Public  Service : 

Female  Applicants,  f.,  3300,  a564 

Stam'p  Pnntiag  Branch :  Female  Employ^, 
suffly,  7ior;  q.,  7170;  obs.,  7254 

Underpaid  Officers,  suffly,  637 
Public  Service  Bill,  eont.  amdts.,  7353,  7354 
Referendum,  adj.,  357 ;  State  Upper  Houses, 

f-  545S»  SS43 
Seat  of  Government  Acceptance   Bill,  com. 

(commencement),  5215,  6398,  6419,  6420 
Session,  Close  of,  adj.,  7393 
Speaker  Holder,  Mr.  : 

Death  of,  m.,  163 1 ;  newspaper  statemenU 
re,  suffly,  340a 
Speaker   Salmon,  Mr.  : 

Congratulations,  adj.,  1717 

Election  of,  m.,  itS^o 
State    Debts.     \See    Constitution  Alteration 

(Finance)  Bill ;  also  Premiers*  Conference] 
Supply,  f.e.,  3544  : 

Defence  (Victorian  Military  Forces),  7175 

Exlemai    Affairs    (Papua),    3029 ;  (miscel- 
laneous), 7075 

Treasury,  7087,  7099,  7101 

Supply  Bill  (No.  1),  com..  Schedule  t  (Ex- 
ternal Affairs),  605;  (Home  Affairs),  637; 
(Defence),  641 

Supply  Bill  (No.  a),  m.,  3402 

Tariff  Anomalies  and  Additional  Duties,  m., 
'537 

Tannmg  Industry,  a.,  5915,  6463 

Tropical  Diseases  Investigation,  suffly,  7075 

Victorian  Legislative  Council  :  Abolition,  q,, 

,5455 

Women's  Suffrage,  q..  6980;  adj.,  7016 


Ibtitows,  Mr.  J.,  Afelbounw  Ports: 

Aborigines,  Protection  of,  0.,  3805 
Advertising  Australia,  wfpy,  60a;  jr.,  36M 
Agricultural    Implement    Makers  Smployei' 

Union,  suffly,  5**4-7 

Business,  Private  Members',  m.,  3479>  3497 

Coal  Strike,  suffly,  7078 

Coinage  Bill,  cons,  amdts.,  2788 

Constitution  Alteration  (Finance)  Bill,  itd., 
3356,  3593;  com.  (expiration  of  bookkeeping 
sections),  5638.  [See  Financial  Relations, 
Commonwealth  and  States;  aha  Premien^ 
Conference] 

Defence  : 
Guns,  suffly,  640 
Kitchener  Camp,  suffly,  7177 
Pension  Claim,  adj.,  2813 ;  suffly,  5447 
Small  Arms  Factory,  q.,  1866 
Torpedo  Boat  Destroyer,    g.,  X417,  1418; 

suffly,  3537 
Williamstown    SUp-btutding    Site,  suffly, 

35a8 

Defence  Bill,  as.,  4563;  com.  (Junior  Cadet^, 
4755;   (Canteens),  ^975  5   3*->   5«4< : 

amdts.,  6997 
Electoral  Bill,  ^om    (Election  expenses),  61J1 
Electoral   Divisions,   Western   Australia,  «., 

6192 

Federal  Capital  Site,  g.,  1S25  (see  Seat  of 

Government  Acceptance  Bill) 
Female  Suffrage  in  England,  q.,  704 
Financial  Relations,  Commonwealth  and  States. 

{See  Constitution  Alteration  (Finance)  Bill; 

also  Premiers'  Conference] 
Hansard:  Typists,  suffly,  2S96 
High  Commissioner  Bill,  com,,  (short  title), 

3178;  3590 
Immigration,  suffly,  ooa 

Invalid  and  Ola-age  Pensions  (Income)  Bill, 

an.,  63y 
Library  Committee,  2014 
Library  :   Petherick  Collection,  suffly,  2S97; 

Officers,  suffly,  sSm,  agoi 
Lift  Attendant,  suffly,  290a 

Ministry  : 

(Deakin),  No-Confidence,  m,,  916 

(Fishei),  Position  of,  adj.^  atg 
Naval  Loan  Bill,  int.,  6559;  as.,  676% 
New  Protection,  adj.,  7291 
Newspaper  Reportr  of  Debates,  q.,  358 
Northern  Territory  Acceptance  Bill,  si.,  4193 
Old-age  Pensions,  q.,  2129;  adj.,  2608;  suffly, 

5ir2 

Postmaster- General's  Department : 
Circuit  System,  suffly,  2757 
Clothing  Contracts,  a.,  4950 
Cepper  and  Iron  Wires,  suffly,  3757 
Undergrounding  Wires,  suffly,  3757 
Premiers'  Conference  :  Adjournment  of  Psr- 
liamcnt,  m.,  3144.   [See  Constitution  Altera- 
tion (Finance)  Bill ;  also  Financial  Relatiou, 
Commonwealth  and  States] 
Public  Service  Bill,  ai.,  6581 
Pablic  Service  :  Leave  of  Absence,  q.,  1513 
Quarantine  Administration,  q.,  4653 
Refreshment  Rooms  :  Waiters,  suffly^  3901 
Seat    of    Government    Acceptance    Bill,  28., 
5190 ;    com.    (commencement),    5204,  ft^t 
6417 ;  Schedule,  6478.   [See  Federal  Capital 
Site] 

Speaker,  Election  of,  m.,  1703 
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Matliews,  Mr.  J. — eeiUinued. 
Supply : 

Attorney-General   (Secretary's  Office),  7078 
Defence  (Victorian  Military  Forces),  7177 
Parliament      Reporting      Staff},  3896; 

(Library),   2897,    2901 ;  (Miscellaneous), 

3902 

Works  and  Buildings  (Telegraphs  and  Tele- 
phones), 2757 
Supply  Bill  (No.  i),  2K.,  595;  com.t  Schedule: 

(External  Affairs),  602;  (Defence),  640 
Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  5447 
Tariff,  adj.,  7290 

Tariff  Aaomalies  uid  Additional  Duties,  m., 
1543.  "969 


Manger,  Hon.  8.,  Uaribymong: 

Buiineta,  Private  Members',  txfl.,  3470 
Defence ; 

Ammunition  Carts :  Contracts,  suff^y,  3369 
Cadets,  Supply  of  Liquor  to,  g.,  5899; 
fly,  6040;  g.,  6142,  6538 

Defence  Bill,  et>m.  (calling  out  of  RcservesK 
4747  i  (employers  not  to  prevent  employes 
from  training),  4864;  new  clauses  (Military 
College),  4937;  (canteens),  4978,  4994; 
amdts.,  6^,  6997,  7005 

Electoral  Bill,  com.  (obstruction  near  polling 
booths),  6ag8 

External  Affairs  :  Secretary,  suffly,  2978 

Federal  Capital  Site,  q.,  686q.    [See  Seat  of 
Government  Acceptance  Bill] 

Fisher  Ministry  :  Position  of,  adj.,  207;  exft., 
222 

Government  Contracts :    Boy    Labour,  adj., 

2450;  tuffly,  3369 
Hansard  Reprints,  m.,  2095 
Immigration  Restriction,  suffly,  2978 
Labourers'  Wages,  q.,  3259 
Lyne,  Sir  William,  €xfl.,  3556 
Maitland  Coal  Miners,  suffly,  5133 
Northcote,   Speech   by   Lord,   suffly,  3978, 

a984-5 

Offensive  Remarks :  Privilege,  ohs.,  1523 
Old-age  Pensions,  q.,  2560 
Papua,  tuffly^  3030 

Parliament  House :    Protection  against  Fire, 

suffly^  2895  ^ 
Postmaster-Genera /s  Department; 

Prohibition  of  Correspoadence,  oi/,,  ato; 
ex^.,  222 

Telephone   Instruments :    manufacture,  q., 

3946,  4849 
Telephones  in  Hotels,  suffly,  5133 
Prime  Minister's  Secretary,  tuffly,  2978-9 

Public  Service  :  Rates  of  Wages,  q.,  5153 

Public  Service  Bill,  an.,  6570 

Seat  of    Government  Acceptance   Bill,  com. 

(liquor  licences),  6476.   {See  Federal  Capital 

Site] 

Speaker,  Election  of,  m.,  1670 
Supply  : 

External  Affairs  (Administrative),  3978,  2984; 
(Papua),  3030 

Parliament  (Representatives),  2895 
Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  m.,  3369 
Tariff  : 

Labour  Party's  Policy,  exfl.,  2500 
Permanent  Board,  m.,  3606 
Works  and  Buildings,        2487,  3019 


IfoOoUf  Senator,  Hon.  J.  H,  Vietoria: 

Agricultural  Implement  Makers'  Employ^ 
Union,        3256;  tuffly.  7155 

Appropriation  Bill,  cam..  Schedule  (Parlia- 
ment), 7144 ;  (Attorney-General),  7155 ; 
(Treasury),  7157 

Bureau  of  Agriculture  Bill,  3B.,  4602 

Cook,  CapUin,  Logs  and  Journals  of,  m., 
3937 

Constitution  Alteration  (Finance)  Bill,  as. 
6332 

Defence  Bill,  com.  (re-engagement),  5882 ; 
(calling  out  of  reserves),  5884;  (cadets), 
5890;  (canteens),  6627 

Electoral  Bill,  cam.  (claims  for  enrolment), 
3923;  cont.  amdit.t  6525 

High  Commissioner  Bill,  2B.,  4023;  eom.  (ap- 
pointment), 4334 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Penitoni  Bill,  reeom,, 
(Asiatics),  2160 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  (Income)  Bill, 

2R.,  6530 

Old-age   Pensions,   q.,   6584;  Commisiioner, 

N.S.W.,  suffly,  7157 
Parliament  Buildings,  tuffly,  7144 
Patents  Bill,  com.,  new  clause  (reduction  of 

fees),  3622 
Phosphatic  Deposits,  m.,  5703 
Press  Cable  Service,  Select  Committee,  m., 

4246,  6318 
Public  Service  Bill,  3B.J  7056 


BfoDnuld,  H<m.  O.,  Kennedy: 

Address-in-Reply,  m.,  aSa 
Adjournment,  Special,  m.,  258,  5164;  exfl., 
5168 

Business,  Order  of,  m.,  1337,  2408 

Clerk,  Duties  of  the,  when  Chairman,  m.,  1819 

Coinage,  q.,  2200 

Constitution  Alteration  (Finance]  Bill,  M., 
3680;  q.,  4633.  [See  Finandal  Relati<ms, 
Commonwealth  and  States] 

Currency,  Silver  and  Paper,  addresSt  agi 

Defence  : 

Australian  Navy,  address,  aglS,  301 

Dreadnffugkt,  address,  294 

Eastern  Problem,  address,  292 

Imperial  Defence  Conference :  Common- 
wealth Delegates,  adj.,  258;  q.,  275;  ad- 
drets,  295;  q.,  1782;  adj.,  1911 

Imperial  General  Staff,  address,  396 

Lord  Kitchener's  Visit,  q.,  5709 

Universal  Training,  address,  293 

Defence  Bill,  reeom.,  5069 

Dissent  from  Ruling  :  Closure  (supply,  for- 
mal), 3583 

Electoral  Bill,  2s.,  5090 

Federal  Capital  Site,  addrett,  399 

Financial  Relations,  Commonwealth  and  States, 
address,  286,  388.  [See  Constitution  Altera- 
tion (Finance)  Bill] 

Hansard  Re{)riiits,  adj.,  1733 

High  Commissioner,  address,  399 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  (Income)  Bill, 
int.,  6372 

Italians  and  Austrians,  Western  Australia, 
adj.,  5912 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  AugusU^  Railway,  address^ 


a87;  q.,  5<»50 
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McDonald,  Hon.  C.—eentinued. 

Land  Values  Taxation,  adj.,  i8i>  iSa;  address, 

a88.  297 
Ifian  Policy,  address^  aSg 
Melbourne  Cup,  adj.f  5164;  exfl.,  5168 
Ministers.  Number  of,  address,  299 
Ministry  : 

(Deakin),  Policy  of,  adj.,  858;  f.o,^  276; 
address,  aSa,  303 
Position  of,  address,  301 
(Fisher),  Position  of,  adj.,  180 
Work  of,  address,  300 
NsTtgation  Bill,  address,  300 
New  Protection,  address,  a83 
Northern  Territory,  address,  286,  398;  otf/., 
6987 

Northern  Territory  Acceptance  BUI,  m.,  1331; 

3B.,  2030;  recem.,  5930 
Old-age  Pensions,  address,  286;  suffly^  505 
Papua  :   Bird  Protection,  f.,  3S07 
Parliament  Building!,  adj.,  5499 
Parliamentary  Witnesses  Bill,  m.,  1326 

Post   and   Telegraph   (Recording  Machines) 

Bill,  obs.,  7276 
Postmaster-General's  Department : 

Charters  Towers  Telephone  Service,  suffly, 
6032 

Country    Postal    Facilities,    suffly,  1203; 

Mail  Services,  suffly,  6032 
Disorganization,  address,  2S7 
Poslal  Notes  :  Banking  Charge,  adj.,  1877 
Telephone  Charges,  q.,  271,  272;  address, 
285 ;  suffly,  506 
Premiers'  Conferences,  address*  290',  4623 
Printing  Committee  :  Petition,  «.,  983 
Questions,  ofTensive,  g.,  4040 
Quotations  from  Newspapers,  f.o.,  3113 
Statistical  Returns  :  Cost  of  Printing,  f.,  1784 
Stripper- Harvesters  and   Drills  Select  Com- 
mittee, address,  283 
Supply,  f.o.,  3543 
Supply  Bill  (No.  1),        474,  505 
Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  2£.,  6922 
Tellers,  f.e,,  6356 

See  RULINGS  [Stmjscr  Index]. 

McDongall,  Mr.  J.  K.,  Wannon: 

Advertising  Australia,  g,,  3657 

Bniche,  Major,  g.,  2564 

Carroll,  Major,  g.,  7236 

Child  Labour,  g.,  4252 

Cigar  Manufacture,  q.,  4252 

Federal  Capital  Site,  y.,  1787,  2488,  5052 

Frozen  Meat  Trade  Association,  g.,  3947 

Hamilton  Telephone  System,  g,,  2008 

Horsham  RiSe  Range,       1526,  305a 

Immigration,  f.,  3657 

Jam  Combine,  g.,  S&i^,  6119 

Mftcartbur  Telephone  Exchange,  g.,  3961 

Military  Censor,  g.,  3154 

Northern  Territory  Land  Syndicates,  g.,  1314 
Old-age  Pensions,  g.,  4744 
■  Papua  : 

Land  Concessions,  g.,  5456 

Land  Leases,  g.,  6993 

Native  Labour,  g.,  5456,  6992 

Sugar,  g.,  6992 
Potato  Blight,  g.,  4623 
Reaper  and  Binder  Twine,  g., 
Telegraph   and   Telephone   Poles,   g.,  3000, 

5106 


IfeOHragoi,  Senator  Hon.      South  ^iwfraiia: 

Addrcss-in-Reply,  m.,  63,  iia 
Adjournments,  Special,  m.,  231,  263,  1131 
Advertising  Australia,  address,  65 
Attendance  of  Senators,  adj.,  269 
Australian   Industries   Preservation    Bill,  M., 

1374;  2K.,  i6ri;  M.  reeom.,  1858 
Black  more.  Late  Mr.  E.  G.,  m.,  8 
Broken  Hill  Strike,  address,  72 
Business,  Order  of,  m.,  52 
Coal  Strike,  f.,  5501;  ad].,  7126 
Commercial  Travellers :  Taxation  in  Western 

Australia,  53 
Constitution   Alteration   (Finance)    Bill,  3L, 

t994;  com.  (Expiration  of  Braddon  Section), 
366,    6367 ;    (Expiration    of  Bookkeeping 
Sections),  6427,  0439;   (Payments   to  Tas- 
mania), 6456 
Constitution  Alteration  (State  Debts)  Bill,  A, 
6509 

Days  and  Hours  of  Meeting,  m.,  53.  15x3 

Defence : 

Dreadnonghi,  address,  66,  67 

Naval  Policy,  address,  66,  67 
Defence  Bill,  com.  (CadcU),  (Horses), 

^897 

Dissent  from  Ruling  :  Relevance  of  Amend- 
ment (Defence  Bill),  m.,  5755 
Electoral  Bill,  eons,  amdts.,  6535 
Heating  of  Senate  Chamber,  suffly,  699 
High  Commissioner  Bill,  cons,  amdts.,  6698 
Hutchison,  Mr.  James,  Death  of,  obs.,  jm; 

m,,  7122 
Immigration,  address,  64,  65,  68 
Industrial  Legislation,  address,  73 
Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  as.,  1957; 
com.,  new  clause  (Invalid  Pensions),  1998; 
(Asiatics),  3076;  reeom.,  2155 
Land  for  Settlement,  address,  64,  68 
Land  Values  Taxation,  address,  66,  69 
Lighthouses  Bill,  m.s.o,,  1378 
Marine  Insurance  Bill,  m.,  53 
Ministry  : 

(Deakin),  Policy  of,  adj.,  231,  262 ;  m.,  369, 

307 

(Fisher),  Position  of,  address,  64,  66;  adj., 
169 

Navigation  Bill,  53 

Northern  Territory,  g.,  3147 

Old-age  Pensions,  adj.,  4121 

Pacific  Cable,  g.,  1306 

Postmaster-GeneraPs  Department : 
Adelaide  Telephone  Exchange,  g.,  5a 
Postal  Notes  :  Bank  Charge,  g..  959,  1364 
Supernumerary     Staff :     Stamps  Print^ 
Branch,  suffly,  55r6,  5521 

Price,  Hon.  Thomas,  Death  of,  239 

Printing  Committee  :  Report,  m.,  1045,  3067 

Seamen°B  'Compensation  Bill,  m.,  53 

Sessional  Committees,  m.,  53 

Speaker  Holder,  Mr.  : 
Death  of,  m.,  1633 
Illness  of,  obs.,  1^9 

Standing  Orders  Committee's  Report,  m.,  53 

Suspension  of  Sittings,  m.,  52 

Supply  Bill  fNo.  i),  649;  earn.,  (Isne 
and  Application),  688;  Schednle  (Parlia- 
ment), 600 

Supply    Bill    (No.    4),    m.s.e.,  5506;  torn.. 

Schedule  (Treasury),  5516,  5530 
Tobacco  Industry,  arf/.,  4<w^^^l^ 
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UcWUUanu,  Mr.  W.  J.,  FrmHOin: 

Business,  Private  Members,  m.,  348a 
Constitution  AlteratioQ   (Finance)   Billi  tn/.j 

3839 ;    earn.    (Expirattoa    of  Bookkeqimg 

Sections),  5343,  556* 
Defence  Bill,  com.  tMUiUiy  College),  4949, 

4954 

Electoral  Bill,  com.  (EleeUoir  Expenses),  6119 
Financial  Relations,  Comnumwealth  and  States, 
[Set  Constitution  Alteration  (Finance)  Bill] 
Fniit  Export :  Mail  Steamers  at  Hobart,  g., 

5053 

Hansard  Report,  Additions  to,  m.,  3367 
High    Commissioner   Bill,   aS.,   3067 ;  com. 

(salary),  3567 
Inter-State  Commission,  q.,  3020 
Invalid   and    Old-age    Pensions   Bill,  tont. 

amdts,,  3343 
Northern  Territory  Acceptance  Bill,  reeem., 

Ol^^e  Pensions,  adj.,  3^18 

Pacific  Islands  Mail  Service,  stiffly,  3040 

Postmaatcr-Gcnerara  Department  ; 

Telephone  Rates,  sttffiyt  3756 
Potato  Blight,  adj.,  1193;  q.,  1317,  1419 
Questions  Without  Notice,  1317 
Re-votes,  suffly^  »7S^ 
Supply : 

External  Affairs  (Pacific  Islands  Mail  Ser- 
vice), 3040 

Works  aad  Buildings  (Telcgraphi  and  Tele- 
phones),  2756 
Trawler,  f.,  1430,  3960 

Mlllen,  Senator  Hon.  B.  D.,  N«w  SouOi  Wattt: 

Address- in -Reply,   m.,  54 

Adjournments,   Special,   m.,  231,  361,  iiji, 

»r40,  2456,  3449t  5'«4  . 
Advertising  Australia,  address,  54;  ^.,1305 
Agricultural    Implement    Makers  Employes 

Union,  a.,  3305^  ad;.,  403® 
All  Red  Mail  Route,  2256 
Appropriation  Bill,  com..  Schedule  (Defence), 

7167 

Appropriation  (Works  and  Buildings)  Bill, 
m.s.a.,  3815;  at.,  2815;  ctrm.,  Scbedole 
(Trade  and  Customs),  3816,  3817,  a8s8,  iSai, 

3832,  2823;    (Defence),    3824,    2829,  agjt, 

3833,  2835,  2837;  (Postmaster-General),  aSjS, 
3839,  2840;  (Kxternal  Affairs),  2841 

Asiatics,  q.,  5669 

Anitralian  Industries  Preservation  Act,  ^.,305 
Australtaa    Industries    Pfeservation  Bill,  m., 

Bil?s*of*^Schange  Bill,  ^ 
Bills,  Supply  of,  f.,  3609,  2815,  J905 
Blackmore,  Late  Mr.  E.  G.,  m.,  8 
Brennaa's  Mono  Rail,  f.,  1472 
Broken  Hill  Customs  Honse,  suffly,  3816 
Budget,  tuffly,  693;  q.,  865,  3146-7;  m„  2915 
Bureau  of  Agriculture  Bill,  as.,  4518,  5101 ; 
tom.  (Bureau),  5ro4,  5318;  q.,  7021;  suf^y, 

7*56 

Business,  Government,  m.,  104 1 ;  adj.,  it^p, 
2297;  exfl.,  2351;  iM.,  5971,  5973;  adj., 
6348*  Order  of,  adj.,  3152,  3059;  5669; 

5774t  S^WJ  t>cspatch  of,  adj.,  ^449; 
Conduct  of,  q.f  5287;  Postponement  of,  «t., 
5316 


Millen,  Senator  Hon.  E.  D. — comtinugd. 

Coal  Strike,  g.,  5501,  6425,  65851  adj.,  7*94 
Coinage  Bill,  2B.,  2510}  cpm.  (issue  of  coins), 
3514,  3515;  (powers  of  Goveiaor-Gcaenl^ 

Commerce  Congress  :  Pressmen  s  Expenseii  q., 

3148,  33j6 

Commonwealth  Companies  Reserve  Liabilities 
Bill,  earn.  (Interpretation),  3640;  new  oUuie 
(creatiMk  of  reserve  fund),  36ai 

Compound  Gauge  Railway  Crossing,  n,,  1512, 
99^3 

Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  com,  (repre- 
sentation of  parties),  1775;  eoiu.  amdfs.t 
7313,  7313 

Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Court,  q,,  1354, 
3255 

Constitution  Alteratioa  (Court  ol  Criminal 
Appeals)  Bill,  at.,  5708 

Constitution  Alteration  (Finance)  Bill),  as., 
5863;  com.  (expiration  of  BraddOQ  section], 
6366,  6367 ;  (expiration  of  bookkeeping  sec- 
tion*), 6427,  6431 }  C459.  {Sat  Psemien* 
Conference] 

Cook,  Captain,  Logs  and  JotumnU  af,  nf., 

^393^1  S:  4SP3 

CooBt-OBt,  adj.,  1046,  1056 

Days  of  Sitting,  m.,  r5i3,  6199,  669a,  6694 

Defence : 

Adelaide   Military   Head-quarters,  suffly, 
3835 

Ammunition,  suffly,  3831 
Ammunition  Waggons,  q.,  5970 
Artillery  Range  :  Victoria,  suffly,  2831 
Australian     Naval     Unit :     Bristol  Type 

Cruisers,  a.,  4297,  4503 
Baker,  Death  of  Private,  1368 
Battye,  Major,  ff..  1954 
Bluett,   Mr.   Charles:   Naval  Militia, 

5096 

Boarding  of  Vessels,  q.,  3610,  7133 
Bridges,  Colonel,  suffly,  71^ 
Brisbane  Rifle  Range,  suffly,  2831 
Cadets,  suffly,  680,  6197,  ^315;  Supply  of 

Liquor  to,  q.,  5968 
Cadet  Officers,  N.S.W.,        4899,  5004 
Carroll,  Captain  and  Honorary  Major,  q., 

34H.  4*07.  4415 
Compulsory  Adult  Trainmg,  tf.,  1363 
Critten,  Case  of  Naval  Storekeeper^  "'tt^Ji 

Dreadnought  Farms,  q.,  4701 

Fortifications,  suffly,  2824,  2833,  3833,  3835 

Fremantte  Barracks,  suffly,  3835 

Hobart  Barracks,  tuffly,  2837 

Hobart  Defence  Forces,  q.,  2704 

Horses,  q.,  1-3,(6;  suffly,  2829 

Imperial    Defence    Conference,    q.,  1367, 

»368,  3305.  4008.  4»*4 
Imperial  General  Staff,  q.,  2703;  adj.,  a7« 
Karakatta  Rifle  Range  :  Fatality,  f.*  satt 
Kilt,  abolition  of,  q,,  237a 
Kitchener  Camp :  Pay,  suffly,  7167 
Local  Naval  Defence,  q.,  3108 
MacDonnell,  Case  of  Mr.  J.,  stiffly, 

q.,  22S1,  2454,  3411,  6198.  631V  (1691 
Military  Inventions,  q.,  1108 
Military  Officers  for  Inaia,        1954,  2355, 

2454 

MiliMrv  St.iff  Clrrkt,  g.,  6690 

Mount  Nelson,  Tasmania,  suffly^  2837 

Naial  I>fen^i|n'fe^^(3?)fe^e 
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Millen,  Senator  Ron.  E.  D. — continued. 
De  fence — continued. 

Naval  Officers'  AppointmenU,  q.,  1954,  2256 

Naval  Service,  Eotraoce  to,  q.,  4297,  6197 

Navy  War  Cooncil,  7210 

Ordnance  Branch,  q.,  6081,  6691 

Ordnance,  Chief  of,  suffly,  7167 

Phyaical  Training,  q.,  4009 

Point  Nepean  Jetty,  suffly,  2831 

Rifle  Clubs,  f.,  2904;  suffly^  3426,  7167 

Riflemea :  Inefficients,  3202 

Small  Arms  Factory,      1363,  1472 ;  tufflyt 

2831 :  tf.,  34" 
Staff  Officers  :  War  course,  q.,  2372 
Theatrical  Performances,  q.,  2509 
Thursday  Island,  suffly,  2833 
Torpedo  Destroyers,  f.,  4790,  5746,  5970 
Uniforms,  tf.,  1366;  suffly,  2829 
Wallack,   Colonel,   and  Defence  Bill,  q., 

4790 

Yarra  Naval  Station,  suffly,  2832 
Defence  Bill,  q.,  4700;  2B.,  5298.  5683; 
com.  (general  principles  of  defence),  5692  j 
{t-'->  575S)>  5760;  (promotion  from  the 
ranks),  5770,  5773!  (Citiren  Naval  Forces), 
5880;  (re-engagement),  58S2 ;  (liability  to 
service  in  war  time),  58S4 ;  (calling  out  of 
reserves),  5884 ;  (cadets),  5885,  5892 ; 
(horses),  ^896,  6614;  (clerical  appointments), 
6617,  6618;  (vehicles,  &c.),  6619;  (recovery 
of  arms),  6619;  (canteens),  6624,  6628; 
(cigarettes),  6628;  (principles  of  regulations 
tor  Citizen  Forces),  6705 ;  (married  estab- 
lidiment),  6707 ;  (persons  liable  to  be 
trained),  6709;  (duration  of  training),  6709; 
(duty  of  employers),  6709 ;  (exemptions  from 
training),  6109 ;  (non-combatants),  6710, 
6714;  (Militarv  College),  6715,  6716; 
recom,  (canteens),  6797,  6798,  6801,  ^04 ; 
3K.,  6805;  eons,  amdts.,  7022 
de  Largie,  Senator,  eki.t  5316,  6331;  adj., 
6863 

Dissent  from  Ruling  : 

Instructions  to  Committee  (Seat  of  Govern- 
ment Acceptance  Bill),  m.,  4901 
Relevance  of  Amendment  (Defence  Bill), 

5755 

Scope  of  Debate  (High  Commissioner  Bill), 
4S»3 

Elections,  q.,  5746 

Electoral  Bill,  int.,  and  iB.,  2995;  2B„  3109, 
3150;  COM.  (Form  of  Rolls),  3322;  (claims 
tor  enrolment),  3323,  3324,  3870,  3922;  (ap- 
plications to  transfer),  3335;  (amendment  of 
section  61),  3326;  [change  to  another  poll- 
ing place),  3326;  (applications  to  change), 
3328,  332^;  (objection  by  officer),  3330; 
(postal  votmg),  343q,  3441,  3S61,  3865,  ^6g; 
(repealed  forms),  3870;  ad  ref.,  4019,4023; 
cans,  amdts.,  6523,  6524,  6533,  6534 

Electoral  Bill  (No.  2),  sr.,  5331 

Federal  Capital  Site,  1367,  1360,  1635,  1832, 
"54.  2372,  4406,  6585.  [See  Seat  of  Go- 
vernment Acceptance  Bill] 

Felimongers :  Minimum  Wage,  q.,  ^11 

Finanriril  Relations,  Commoiwealth  and  States. 
[See  Constitution  Alteration  (Finance)  Billj 
ciso  Premiers'  Conference] 

Forrest,  Sir  John  :  Honorary  Colonelcy,  f., 
2814.  3108 

Fuel  Oil  Deposits,  q.,  1368 

Hansard  : 

Printing,  Cost  of,  2995 
Reprints,  m.,  2059 


Millen,  Senator  Hon.  E.  D. — continmed. 

High   Commissioner,  2454,   3202,  3305* 

5288,  7210;  ad;.,  7227 

High  Commissioner  Bill,  2B.,  3915,  4225;  com. 
(appointment),  4227,  4321,  4323;  (servicei 
for  States),  4325;  (salary),  43^i  to 
hold  other  offices),  4416;  ad.  ref.^  4513; 
eons,  amdts.,  6695,  670a 

Hutchison,  Ur.  James.  M.F.,  Death  of,  ohs., 
7120;  M.,  7122 

Immigration ; 

Contract  Immigrants,  t^j.,  5858 
Japanese  Doctor  for  Broome,  adj.,  1862 
Policy,  q.,  7211 
Industrial  Legislation  ;  Model  Bill,  adj..  4250 
Inter-State  Commission   Bill,  q.,   2373,  3S60, 

Inva?Kl  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  3R.,  1955, 
'973  >  com.  (Assistant  'Commissioner),  1976; 
(who  may  receive  pensions),  1985 ;  (invalid 

f tensions),  2069;  (Asiatics),  2069,  2070,  2071; 
deductions  for  property),  3081 ;  (statement 
of  income,  &c.),  3083;  new  clauses  (wit- 
nesses), 2082;  (inmates  of  institutions),  20S4; 
reeom.,  2149;  (Asiatics),  2160^  2173;  m./.#., 
2174 

Labour  League,   Bourke :   Alleged  Member- 
ship of,  obs.,  6331  ;  adj.,  6863 
Land  for  Settlement,  address,  54 
Land  Settlement,  Victoria,  q.,  1365,  4700 
Lighthouses,  suffly,  2833 
Lindsay,  Lecture  by  Mr.,  q.,  1953 
Loan  Policy,  q.,  3454 

London  Offices  of  Commonwealth,  sufflvt  2841 
Lucinda  Customs  House  Site,  suffly,  3S17 
Map  of  Australia,       2905,  3409 
Maxwell,  Dr.  W.,  q.,  3914 
Meteorological  Branch,  suffiy,  3431 
Ministry  : 

(Deakin),  ois.,  239;  adj.,  331,  261;  Policy 
of,  m.,  266,  269;  No-confidence,  obs.t  304; 
adj.,  1131,  1140 

Representation  in  Senate,  m.,  3924 
Naval   Loan   Bill,   aR.,  6937;   com.    (rate  of 

interest),  7031;  (trustees  of  sinking  fund), 

7033 ;  (local  construction  of  ships),  7034 
Navigation  Bill,  adj.,  3019;  q.,  6936 
New  Protection,  adj.,  2362;  g.,  aan 

Budget,  2915 
Norfolk  Island,  7211 

Northern  Territory  Acceptance  Bill,  aa.,  6851 
Northern  Territory,  q.,  i6to,  2148,  2905,  3409, 
3914,  4109 

Old-age  Pensions,  adj.,  1415;  q.,  1473,  1635, 
1831,  i'954,  2254,  2609,  27<g,  3704,  38141 
adj.,  2944-s;  q.,  3108;  adf.t  333*1  ff-i  34i»». 
sufply,  3436,  3431;  g.,  3859,  3915,  4008; 
ad;.,  41 17;  q.,  4124;  adj.,  6534;  g.,  6584, 
6795 

Old-age  Pensions  Appropriation  BilF,  m.s.o., 

1832 ;  2R.,  1833,  1840 
Pacific  Cable,  a.,  1360 
Pairs,  adj.,  1669 

Papua,  suffly,   3425  j   Native  Labour,  adf.. 

Parliamentary  Witnesses  Bill,  m.,  266 

Phosphatic  Deposits,  m.,  5700 

Population  Estimates,  q.,  4206 

Post  and  Telegraph  (Recording  Maehiaei) 
Bill,  m.,  366;  com.  (short  title},  1379;  (defi- 
nition), 1381,  1387;  (offmwes),  MM,  139J, 
2366,  2369  Digilizedby^OOQlC 


Ji4,  2904; 


May  26  to  December  8,  1909. 
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Millen,  Seaatoz  Hoq.  E.  O. — continued. 

Poitmaster •General'!  Department  i 

Adelaide  Telephone  Exchange,       1369,  1636 
Balaklava  (S.A.)  Post  office,  jv^y,  3838 
Brisbane   General    Post   Office :   Fines  00 

Officers,  suffly^  4314;  f.,  5096 
Departmental  Correspmdence,  Cost  of,  q., 
1635,  5216,  5394 
>f  E 


Detention  of  European  Hails,  q.,  iZxx 
European  Mail  Contract,        10541  669a 
Kangaroo  Island- Penaeshaw  TeIe{Aone  Con- 
nexion, suffty,  2839 
LeydcD,  Case  of  P.  f.,  q.,  1369 
Long  Distance  Telepaone  Kates,  q.,  3068 
Loxton  Telephone  Coanexion.  suffly,  2839 
Penny  Postage,  q.,  4503,  47^ 
Postal  Commission,         i366»  38x4,  34091 

3860,  3914;  suffly,  «i8;  5394 
Postal  Notes  :  Bank  Charge,  q,,  959,  1364 
Post  Office  Sites,  suffly,  2838 
Postal  Rates,  q.,  2610,  5003 
Prohibited  Correspondence,  q.,  5668 
Queensland  Mails,  q.,  6937,  7020 
Selby,  Case  of  H.  J.,  q.,  1729 
Stamp  Printing  Ma-:hinery,  suffty,  2840 
Stamp?,  Sale  of,  j.,  5970 
Supernumerary   Staff,   Stamp*  Branch, 
4700 

Sydney  General  Post  Office,  q.,  3305,  341 1 
Tasmanian  Cable  Service,  q.,  2353,  3814, 

3410,  4899;  adj.,  4937 
Tasmaninn  Mails,  q,,  6691 
Telegraphists  :    Typewriters,  q.,  5097,  5288, 

5394 

Telegraph  Rates,  q.,  4790 
Telephone  Committee  ;    Report,  q.,  7211 
Telephone  Rates  and  Facilities,  suffly^  4314 
Telephone  Fitters  :  Sunday  Work,  q.,  rori, 

1730;  suffly,  3435 
Telephone  Toll  System,  0.,  1364 
Telephone  Tnitnel,   Perth,  f.,  1470, 

1610 

Telephones  in  Hotels,  q.,  1367;  adj.,  39S9i 

5004.  5096;  adj.,  5434 
Temporary  Employ^,  Dismissal  of,  tuffly, 
„77S!        1470.  *6o9.  1610 
Vancouver  Mail  Service,  suffly,  3425 

Watchmen  :  Melbourne  General  Poit  Office, 

q.,  206S,  a2k,5 
Weather  Forecasts,  q.,  4504;  m.,  4536 
Wireless  Telegraphy,  q.,  1369;  suf^y,  2840, 
3437;       4790.  7>M>  7»" 

Premiers'  Conference  :  Adjournment  of  Parlia- 
ment, adj.,  1863;  q  3147;  adj.,  2456; 
Agreement  with  Premiers,  q.,  2508,  2509, 
2815,  3107,  ^10,  4124,  5969.  [See  Constitu- 
tion Alteration  (Finance)  Bill] 

Press  Cable  Service,  q.,  1473;  Select  Com- 
mittee, m.,  4832,  ^7,  5671;  obs.,  6314;  m., 
6317,  649s 

Price,  Hon.  Thomas,  Death  of,         229,  231 
Printing  and  Advertising,  q.,  3995 
Printing  Committee,  m.,  1044,  2059 
Printing  :  Prison  Labour,  suffly,  3431 
Privilege:    Suspension  of  Sitting,   m.,  3852; 

Publication  of  Evidence,  m.,  6495 
Public  Service  : 

Examinations,  q.,  5097 

Inspector,  Western  Australia,  adj.,  4926 
Public   Service   Bill,   aR.,    7040 ;  7053 ; 

earn.    (Commissioner's    Salary),    7054 ;  3K., 

7056;  eons,  amdts.,  7213 
Quarantine  Stations,  suffly,  2833 


1609, 


Millen,  Senator  Hon.  £.  X>,~~eoHtinued. 

Questiont,  Postponement  of,  ohs.t  305,  411 ; 

answers  to,  obi.,  1362 
Referendum    (CoBihtotion    Alteration)  Bill, 
4530 

Seamen's  Compensation  Bill,  m.s.e.,  1377;  2K., 
140S1  1756;  co^'  (definitions),  2373,  2275, 
2276 ;  (non-application),  2278,  2288,  2289, 
2392;  (compensation  for  personal  injury), 
2393;  (cojtracting  out),  2391,  2397,  2925, 
2931,  2998,  3010;  (schedule),  3011,  3012, 
3013,  30i«;,  3017,  3018,  3115,  3118,  3121J 
com.  amdts.,  7022 
Seat  of  Government  Acceptance  Bill,  3B., 
4397,  4810;  m.,  4813;  q.,  489S;  4901; 
com.,  (repeal)  4910;  (ratification  of  agree- 
ment, 4911 ;  (State  Jurisdiction  over  Rail- 
ways), 5004;  new  Clause  (Customs  dntlcs), 
5005;  (schedule),  5009,  5010,  501 1,  5012, 
5014,  5025.  [See  Federal  Capital  Site] 
Session,  Close  of  the,  q.,  6197;   obs.,  6199; 

adj.,  624S,  723b 
Shorthand  Writer's'  Pay,  q.,  5388,  5746 
Speaker,  Holder,  Mr.  ; 

Death  of,  tn.,  1633;  obs.,  1635,  1730 
Illness  of,  obi.,  1629 
Speeches,  Time  Limit  to,  m.,  1514 
Standing  Orders,  m.,  3217,  3220,  3314 
State  Debts.   [See  Premiers'  Conference] 
State  Guarantees.   [See  Premiers'  ConfcrenM] 
Statutory  Rules,        305;  m.,  1044 
Supply  Bill  (No.  i),  ib.,  680;  com.,  (Issue 
and  Application),  693;  Schedule  (Defence), 
763;  (Post  and  Telegraph  Department),  775 
Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  m.s.a.,  3412;  ib.,  3^5; 
3B.,  3436;  com.,  schedule  (Home  Affairs), 
3431 ;  (Treasury),  3431 ;  (Postmaster-Gene- 

ral).  34?4>  3435.  3437 
Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  2R.,  4310,  4314;  com.. 

Schedule  (Postmaster-General)  4318 
Suspension  of  Sitting,  obs.,  7139,  7311 
Telegraph  {Emergency}  Bill,  3B.,  4740 
Tobacco   Industry :   Free  Imports,  q.,  3860, 

4416 

Transcontinental  Railways:  I^d  Reservation, 
f-.  "57 

Trawler,  suf^y,  2817,  2818,  2821,  2822; 

39>5 

Voting  Machines,  q.,  1473 
Women's  Suffrage,  adj.,  7168 


BUilcalir,  Senator  Hon.  E.,  Ttummia: 

Adjournment,  Special,  m.,  34M 
Appropriation   (Works   and    tiuil  dings)  Bill, 

com..  Schedule  :  (Defence),  2837 
Australian  Industries  Preservation  Bill,  com. 

(unfair  concessions),  1644,  1650 
Compound  Gauge  Railway  Crossing,  m.,  3942 
Constitution  Alteration    (Finance)    Bill,  as., 

6351 ;  '■<"«-  (payments  to  Tasmania),  6456, 

6458 

Constitution  Alteration  (State  Debts)  Bill,  sB., 

Defence  : 

Hobart  Barracks,  suffty,  2837 

Mount  Nelson,  Tasmania,  suffly,  2837 
Defence  Bill,  com.  (canteens),  6626 
High    Commissioner   Bill,  2B.,   4035;  eons 

amdts.,  670a 
Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  2B.,  1971 ; 

(Dm.,  new  clause  (Invalid  Pensions),  1998 


xliv 


Index  to  Speeohet. 


Mulcahy,  Senator  Hon.  E. — eontitnted. 

Naval  Loan  BiU,  eom.  (local  constioctioD  of 

ships;,  7036 

Nortbem  Territory  Acceptance  Bill,  2B.,  6848 
Postal  Commission,  W/.,  5297;  ex^.^  529S 
Post   and    Telegraph    (Reooidiag  Machines) 

Bill,  egm.  (offeocet),  139a 
Premiers*  Conferences,  tufflyt  691 
Press  Cable  Service,  Select  Committee^  m., 

4831,  6318 
Public  Service  Bill,  2s.,  7046 
Seamen's  Compensatioa  Bill,  com.  (noQ'appli- 

cation),  2390 
Seat  of  Government  Acceptance  Bill,  ax..,  4809 
Supply  Bill  (No.  i),  c«m.,  (Issue  and  Applica- 
tion), 600 

Neadliaiii,  Senator  E.,  Wettam  AuitreAia: 

Address-in-Reply,  m.,  23 
Adjournments,  Special,-        335,  ri34,  24671 
3453 

Advertising  Australia,  tuffty,  7146 
Agricultural  Implement  Makers'  Employ^ 
unions.  Payment  of  Legal  Expenses,  suf- 
■fiVM  3430.  7»S3 
Appropriation  Bill,  earn,,  second  schedule : 
(£xtemal  Affairs),  71451  7146;  (Attorney- 
General),  7153;  (Treasury),  7158,  7160, 
7161,  7163 

Appropriation   (Works   and   Buildings)  Bill, 

tom.y    Schedule:    (Defence),    3835,  3836; 

(Postmaster-General),  3839 
Australian  Indtistries  Preserration  Bill,  ^01*1. 

(Unfair  Concessions),  1646;    <9ns.  amdts., 

7214,  7223 
Budget,  M.,  3545 

Bureau  of  Agriculture  Bill,  2R.,  5033 ;  cam. 

(Bureau),  5233 
Business,  State  of,  adj.,  235;  Postponemeot 

of.  i-'f  S3" 
Coastal  Lighting,  Budget,  2549 
Commonwealth  Printinf;,  1771 
Conciliation   and   Arbitration   (Parts  II.  and 

III.)  Bill,  m.,  53;  cffm.  (Legal  represenU- 

tion),    X776 ;    m.s.o.,   3943 ;   eons,  amdts., 

7"3 

Coal  Strike,  ad;.,  jzyi 

Coinage,  New,  supply,  7161 

Constitution  Alteration  (Finance)  Bill,  2R., 
6242 ;  com.  (expiration  of  bookkeeping 
period],  6448.  [See  Financial  Relations, 
Comnionwc.-ilth  and  States;  alto  Premiers* 
Conference] 

Confectionery  Combine,  1729 

Currency,  Silver  and  Paper,  address,  24 

Days  of  Meeting,  m.,  x$t2,  6693 

Defenrc  : 
Australian  Navy,  address,  28 
Rnrr-ick?;,  Frem:intle,  suffly,  2835 
Di-fence  Bill,  q.,  4700 

Dreadnought,  Presentation  of,  address,  24; 

Budget,  2548 
Oovernment   Policy  (Fisher),   address,    34  j 

(Deakin),  Budget,  2550 
KaraU;itta  Range  Fatalitv,  q.,  5288 
Nav.il    follege,    supfly,    3415,    3427;  q., 

Niival  Depfit,  Fremantle,  supply,  2836 
Torpedo  Bonts,  address,  2q 
Wall.ick,  Col.,  4790 


Needbam,  Senator  £. — eonfinued. 

Defence  Bill,  a.,  4790;  aE.,  5541;  com.  (prfo. 

ciples},    ^766;    (canteen],    6621 ;  (persons 

liable  to  be  trained),  6708,  6709  i  (persoiu 

iiable  to  be  trained),  6713 
Earthquakes,  Calabria  and  Sicily,  address,  33 
Electoral  Bill,  2R.,  3128;  com.  (PosUl  Vodngj, 

3330,  3868,  3870;  reeom.,  4012 
Financial  Relations,  Commonwealth  and  State*, 

address,  34;   Budgtt,  2545.    [Stt  Cuutito- 

tion  Alterntion   (Finance)  Bill ;   tUso  Pre 

micrs'  Conference] 
High  Commissioner,  Budgti^  2550;  q.,  7210, 

7237 

High    CommisHoner   Bit),    as.,  42x4;  com., 

(High  Commissioner),  4229,  4322,  4333 
Immigration  : 

Contract  Immigrants,  adj.,  5855 

Eacouragement  of,   addrttt,   39;  Budget, 
2S49J  supply,  7146 
Immig^ration  Restriction  Act,  address,  3a 
Inter-:^tate  Commission,  Budget,  3549 
Inter-State  Commission  Bill.  3K.,  444S 
Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  2R.,  srf^a 

com.  (Assistant  Commissioner),  1976;  (who 

may    receive    pensions),    198S;  (Aaiatics). 

2078;   (inmates  of   asylums),   2083,  2086: 

recom.  (Asiatics),  2x73 
Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway,  Btidgft. 

»S49 

Land  Value  Taxation,  address,  38;  Bsidget, 
3546 

Loan  Policy,  Budget,  3546;  supply,  714** 
Ministry  : 

(Deakin),  Policy  of,  m.,  548 

No-Conndence    Motion,    Goverameot  Bast- 
ness,  adj..  1134 

National iial ion  of  Monopolies,  address,  jfO 

Naval  Loan  Bill,  2R.,  6958;  com.  (appropria- 
tion for  fleet),  7035 

Navigation  Bill,  address,  29 

New  Protection,  address,  24,  29 

Newspaper  Report,  ex^.,  4*97 

Northern  Territory,  address,  34,  39;  BiUget, 
3548 

Old-age  Pensions  Appropriation  Bill,  2t., 
1843 

Papua,  ^ffiy^y^AS^^ 
Pairs,  adj.,  t666,  1668 
Pensions : 

Invalid,  Budget,  3548 

Old-age,    address,    33,    30:    supply,  3415^ 
3427,  7158;        3858,  39x5;  adj.,  411, 

Phosphatic  Deposits,  m.,  5701 

Postmaster-General's  Department : 

Leyden,  P.  J.,  Case  of,  q.,  306,  136Q 
Wireless  Telegraphy,  g.,  306,  X369;  supply^ 
2839,  3416,  3427,  3436,  3438 

Premiers'  Conference,  adj.,  3394 ;  Special 
Adjournment,  2467 ;  Budget,  31545.  \.Set 
Constitution  Alteration  (Finance)  Bill ;  als$ 
Financial  Relations,  Commonwealth  and 
States] 

Press  Cable  Service,  m.,  f.o.,  4235,  4336 
Printing,    Commonwealth  :    Select  Commitleer 

m..  i^o;  !'tpf!y,  7160 
Privilege  :  Suspension  of  Sitting,  m.,  3854 
Public  Service  : 

Examinations,  q.,  5096 

Minimum  Wapc,  supply,  5530 
Public  Service  Bill,  aR.,  7049;  31.J  7056 


Jf  ay  26  to  D«cmib6r  8, 1909. 


Needham,  Senator  E. — toniinued.  1 

Seamen's  Cempentation  Bill,  addrtsSf  39; 
COM.    (contracting    out),    3005;  (Schednle), 

3120 

Seat  of  Government  Acceptance    Bill,  ait., 

4704;  cam.,  schedule,  5023 
Stamp  Printing,  suffly,  7163 
Supply  Bill,  delay  in  passing,  dismissal  of 

teniporaTv  employ^,  tuPffy,  777 
Supply  Bill  (No.  1),  IB.,  f.o.,  677; 

(schedule),  777 
Supply  Bill  (No.  a),  ib.,  3415,  3436; 

Schedule,  3430,  3436,  343^ 
Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  £om.,  schedule,  5520 
Surplus  Revenue  Act,  adaresst  33 
Transcontinental  Railway,  address,  34,  ag 
White  Australia,  address,  30 

N«Ud,  fleutor  Oolond  Hon.  J.      Hew  South 
WcXea: 

Adjournment,  Special,  m.,  3453 
Agricultural    Implement    Makers'    Employes'  * 
Union,  Payment  of  legal  expenses,  m.,2935, 

3»S7t'*tf'*3V>5i.^ft^Z'  3439;  jSSao 
Australian  Industries  Preservation  Bill, 
-   Second  Reading,         f.a.,  [371 ;  ad  rep.. 

Budget,  ffi.,  3912 

Business,  postponement  of,  ods.,  385^*,  order 
of,  m.,  f.o.,  s66g;  Government  business,' m., 
5971;  Extra  Sitting  Days,  m.,  6693 

Captain  Cook,  Logs  and  Journals,  m.,  3931 

Coffee :  Papua*  ; .,  1636 

Commercial  Travellers'  Tax,  Western  Austra- 
lia, g.,  52 

Compound  Gauge  Railway  Crossing,  m.,  1503, 

CoDciIialton  and  Arbitration  Bill,  com.  [Re- 
porting of  Progress) ;  f.o.,  679,  cans, 
amdts.,  7213 

Constitution  Alteration  (Court  of  Criminal 
Appeals)  Bill,  itU.,  341 1;  as.,  4540,  5706; 
m.,  to  restore,  4791 

Constitution  Alteration  (Finance)  Bill,  ak., 
6331 ;  ex^.,  6353 

Constitution  Alteration  (State  Debts)  Bill,  311., 
f.o.^  6502.   [See  Premiers'  Conference] 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  int..  2995 

Defence  : 

Cadets,  suffiy^  675,  688;  q.,  4899,  5004. 
General  Administration,  suffly,  750 
Land  Forces,  State  of,  sufply,  769 
MacDonnell,  Private,  suffly,  755,  769;  q., 

225s,  2454,  3411,  6198,  6315,  6691 
Major. General  Head's  Staff,  suffly,  676 
Military  Staff  Clerks,  q.,  6690 
Officer,  Charge  against,  suffly,  758 
Officers  for  India,       1954,  3255,  2454 
Officers,  Shortage  of,  suffly,  769 
Rifles,  Shortajje  of,  suffly,  760 
Storekeeper  Critten,  suffly,  7^0 

Defence  Bill,  aE.,  5534 ;  com.  (principles), 
5fioi,  5748  If.o.,  5752);  dissent  from  ruling, 
5753;  (Citizen'  Naval  Forces),  5881; 
(Cadets),  5885,  5890;  exfl.,  5967;  (Horses), 
6615  ;  (Appointments),  6618;  (Canteen),  6622, 
66^7,  (>798,  6803 ;  (persons  liable  to  be 
trained),  6712 ;  (Military  College),  6716, 
6718 ;  recom.  (Canteen),  6797,  67918,  6799, 
6803;  f.o.,  6S04  ;  recom.,  m.,  6805 

Dissent  from  Ruling  :  Relevancy  of  Amend* 
ment  (Defence  Bill),  5753 


eild,  Senator  Colonel  Hod.  ].  C'^ondmad. 

Excise  Tariff   (Agricultural   Machinery)  Act, 

q.,  1473,  1636 
Federal  Capital  Site,  j.,  1635,  1831.  l^ee 

Seat  of  Government  Acceptance  Bill] 
Hansard  Reprints,        [f.o.,  M>$6),  2057,  ao67 
High    Commissioner    Bill,  sB.,  4318;  eons. 

amdts.,  6696,  6700 
Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill  (No.  a)] 

int.,  2069;  2B.,  3940 
Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  as.,  1958; 

com.    (who    may    receive    pensions),    1978  j 

(invalids),  exfl.^  2069;  recom.,  3150 

Ministry  : 

(Deakin),  Policy  of,       315;  4U 
Represenution  in  Senate,  m,^  175B1  3934, 

Naval  Loan  Bill,  3B,,  6965;  com.  (issue  of  in* 

scribed  stock),  7037 
Navigation  Bill,  q.,  6936 
New  Protection,  Tariff,  suffly,  679;  2814, 

3904;  Budget^  3913 
Norfolk  Island*  q.,  73x1 

Northern  TertitKy  Acceptance  Bill,  as.,  6833; 

Press  reports,  f.,  7017 
Officers'  Compensation  Bill,  as.,  7316 ;  eom. 

(payments  to  be  made),  7218,  7219 
Old-age   Pensions  (pairs),   exfl.,   537;  adj., 

4"S 

Old-age  Pensions  Appropriation  Bill,  as., 
1841 

Old-age  Pensions  (Income)  Bill,  st.,  6521 

Pamphlets,  Duty  on,  1831 

Papua  : 
Legislative  Council,  g.,  1955 
Imports  from,  q.,  1636,  3905 

Post  and  Teleeraph  Bill,  eom.  (Recording  Ma- 
chines), 1388 

Postmaster-General's  Department : 

Penny  Postage,  q.,  4789 

Stamps,  q.,  5970 

Telephones  :  Actuarial  Inquiry,  q.,  yixx 

Premiers'  Conference,  q.,  2147.  [See  Consti- 
tution Alteration  (Finance)  Bill] 

Press  Cable  Service,  m.,  4232,  5968;  f.o.. 
4335,  4236;  exfl.,  424a;  Select  Committee, 
adj.,  6248;  q.,  6314:  m.,  6315;  privilege, 
6490,  6503;  f.o.,  6491,  6494,  6504,  6505, 
6506;  exft.,  6503,  7031J  q.,  6385 

Printing  Committee,  n.,  3055  {f.o.,  3056), 
«>57,  3067,  5969 

Public  Service :  Temporary  Employes,  suffly. 

Public  Service  Bill :  Amendment  of  Principal 
Act,  m.,  7054;  com.  (Salary  of  Commis- 
sioner), 7054 

Seamen's  Compensation  Bill,   3B.,  1751 

Seat  of  Government  Acceptance  Bill,  ai.,  430S. 
[See  Federal  Capital  Site] 

Speeches,  time  limit  to,  m.,  1518 

Standing  Orders  :  Amendments  and  Additions, 
com.,  3218 

Standing  Orders  Committee,  q.,  3147 

Supply  Bill  (No.  i),  IE.,  675,  679;  3B.,  688; 
com..  Schedule,  749,  769 

Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  com..  Schedule,  3429 

Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  m.s.o.,  5503;  com., 
schedule,  5526  . 

Surplus  Revene^i]|^,bF^S«0«(sK|l©7 


Index  to  Speeches. 


O'lbUaTf  Hm.  Klnft  Darwin: 

Adjournment,  Special,  m.,  5163;  expl.,  5169 
Adveitising  Australia,  "tf^y,  632,  2^ 
Americaa  Fleet,  proposed  visit,  3771 
Banking,  National  Postal  System,  suffly,6o$i^ 
Bills  of  Exchange  Bill,  com.  (Indioate  In- 
Htnimeots),  6644 ;   (Measure  of  Damages), 
6647,  6648;  (Alteration  of  Bill),  6649;  (Con- 
Sict   of   Laws),   6649;    (Cheque  Defined), 
6650;  (Effect  of  Crossing),  6653;  (Protection 
to  Banker),  6653;  [Note  Payable  on  De- 
mand), 6653 
Budget,  m.,  2810,  2862 

Business :  Private  Members',  m.^  3502 ;  post- 
ponement of,  M.|  4668 

Cnmmbers  of  Commerce  Congress : 
Press  Representatives,  tuffly,  3045 

Clerk,  Duties  of  the,  when    Chairman,  m., 

Z8l2 

Coal  Strike,  q.,  5775,  6368,  6630,  6979,  7232; 
luffly,  6057 

Coal  Vend,  Newcastle,  q.,  6979 

Coinage  Bill,  int.,  2019,  2028;  21..  2179; 
earn,  ITreasurer  may  issue  coins)«  2182, 
3i9r ;  (legal  tender),  2196,  2197,  2198,  2217 

Constitution  Alteration  (Finance)  Bill,  tn/., 
3964;  q.,  4622;  com.  (Expiration  of  Book- 
keeping Clauses),  5385,  5616,  5647;  (Stale 
Debts),  5663.  [S€e  Financtml  Relations, 
Commonwealth  and  States] 

Defence ; 
Aeroplanes,        2769,  3334 
Instructional  Staff,  suffly,  7178 
Kitchener  Camp,  suffly,  7177 
Rifle  Clubs,  supf!v, 

Royal  Australian  ArtilLcrv,  fi^pf^y,  7178 

Saddles,  mfp/y.  7174,  7175 
Defence  BIH,  m^t.e.,  f~o.,  3612;  com.  (Citizen 

Forces],   4691  \    [calling    out    of  reserves), 

47M;   (Junior   Cidetsl,  4757;   (pay),  4856; 

[MilKary  College-],  4S91  ;  (Canteens),  49SS; 

rfcom.,  cofi4,  ;n70;  f.iits,  {ftn4ts^,  ^997,  7004 
Dry   FarminE,   Scnalor   McColl'a  Report,  q., 

3769 

Electoral  Divisiona,  Western  Auaiislia,  fQ.,6183 
Electoral  Bitt,  com,  (Hire  of  HalU),  6078, 
6130;  lEIccloral  Offence^).   6264;  (Disturb- 
ing' Public  Meetings),  6139,  6271,  6289 
External  Affairs,  Secretary  for,  suffly,  2979 
Fedcril  CTapital,  supply,  7113.    [See  Seat  of 

Orivfrnmcnl  Acceptance  Bill] 
FicaDcial  ReUlions,  Commonweslth  rLTid  States, 
sufpiy,  63^;  Budget,  aSio,  2^1;  7..  3334. 
[See  Constitution  Alleiation  (Finance)  Bilh 
FremsntU.  Hvnkipal  La4m,^c^^  aogx,  7168, 

A^d^ttis  to  Repdita,  cSr.,  3159;  m.^  3264 
Reprints,  tn.,  2135 
High  CommiBiioDer  Biltt  com,  (High  Commis- 
sioner), 3186,  3191;  (Dulics),  3546;  (may 
act  for  States),  3561  j  (salaryl,  ^^62,  3569; 
(shall  not  hold  aflB,ce  in  public  company), 
3^73 ;  (tepresentatipe  of  National  Postal 
iisnk).  3572  i  recoL,  3j93i  3^*  363a;  evnt. 
anid{s.,  0484 

Immigriilron  : 

•  'l.jc  1.1: ,  ..  'ippfy,  7179 
I  .;i.:i.Mi-.ii;Mncnl    ot,  ^tifpiy^ 
lm\fA\.A  Inililiilt:,  taf^tyf  3045 


O'Malley,  Hon.  Kin^—eomtimagd. 

Indebtedness.  Public  tuffl^,  3047 

Inter-State  Trade :   Proliibttion  of  Products, 

q,,  54j() 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Billf  c»m.  (lo- 

valid  Pensions),  1596 
Labour  Bureau,  suffly,  6055 
Land  Value  Taxation,  suffly,  632 
Loan  policy,  Budget^  2862 
Melbourne  Cup,  adj..,  5163;  exfl.^  5169 
Members'  Salaries,  exfl.^  703 
Ministry  : 

(Dealdn),  No-Confidence*  m.,  1043 
Municipal  Borrowing :  National  Postal  Bank* 

ing  System^  q.,  1900;  Fremantle  Uimicipal 

Loan,  exfi.f  2091 
National  Postal  Banking  System,  mij.,  6486; 

suffly,  7278.     \See  Constitution  AltentiaB 

(Finance)    Bill,    also    Financial  RelalioDS, 

Commonwealth  and  States] 
Naval  Loan  Bill,  2k.,  668t>;  com.  (Issue  of 

Inscribed  Stock),  68S5,  6S93;  tuffty,  7277 
New  Protection,  suffly,  7281 
Nortbeni    Territory  Acceptance  Bill,  mm. 

(definition),  4666;  adj.,  0991 ;  tufftyt  7280 
Officers'  Compensation  Bill,  int.,  6564 
Old-age  Pensions,  q.,  2201 ;  adj.,  3607 
Old-age    Pensions    Appropriation    Bill,  isf., 

r6o7;  2U.,  1825 
Papua,  Administration,  cost,  stiffly,  *^fi9 
Patents  Bill,  ^01*1.  (Revocation),  7010;  ("Patents 

by  Employes),  7015 

Postmaster-General's  Department : 
Contract  Offices,  suffly,  5444 
Deputy  Postmaster-General,  Abolitim,  suf- 

fy*  S443»  605s 
Financial  Policr,  tuf^y,  2754 
Mail  Service,  Tasmania,  suffly.  2699,  5443, 

7228 

Post  Office,  Wynyard,  q.,  273,  7229;  suffly, 

Postai  Notes  and  Money  Orders,  Banking 
Charge,  q.,  984,  1420;  adj.,  1866,  1878 

Registered  Letter,  compensation  for  loss, 
suf^y,  4277 

Telephone  Service,  Mount  Balfour,  y.,  1521 ; 

VViielcsB  Telegraphy,  Flinders  and  King 
Islands,  q.,  272,  2487,  2989,  7229;  tuffly, 
3408,  5444 

Potato  Blight,  q.,  1061,  1419,  2559,  2560,  3050, 
3573.  4623,  5424,  5456;  adj.,  1950,  3200, 
3653;  f«#^J',_2697,  42j6,  5393,  5444.  6056 

Prmtmg  Committee,  m.,  3125 

Public  Service  Bill,  2B.,  65^^ 

Quarantine :  Inter-Sute  Free  Trade,  q,,  1419, 
3573 

Referendum  (Constitution  Alteration)  Bill, 
com.  (arrangements),  6481 ;  3R.,  6481 

Seat  of  Government  Acceptance  Bill,  com. 
(commencement),  6412,  6423 ;  (continuation 
of  Laws),  6474.    \See  Federal  Capital  Site] 

Shipping  Ring,  Tasmania,  suffly,  5444 

Speaker  : 
Attire  of,  adj.,  x^\% 
Holder,  Mr.,  Death  of,  m.,  1631 
Salmon,  Mr.,  Election  of,  m.,  1M3 

Stock  Quarantine,  Tasmania,  aij.^  1950 

Supplementary  Estimates : 
t6e  Parliament^, ja|g^  QQQg|^ 


May  26  to  Decmh^r  8, 1909. 


O' Mai  Icy,  Hon.  King— catttinued. 

Supply  : 

Defence  (Victoriao  Military  Forces),  7174. 
7175;  {Camp,  Victoria),  7177;  (Instrnc- 
tional  StaS),  7178 ;  (Royal  Australiau  Ar- 
tillery), 7178;  (District  Head-quarten. 
Sta0,  Tasmania),  7178 

External  Affairs  (Administration),  29791 
2989;  (Miscellaaeous),  3045 

Home  Affairs  {Administrative  Staff),  7113 

Works  and  Buildings  (Post  and  Telegraphs), 
2754 

Supply  Bill  (No.  r),  aR,  SQ*;  (External 

Affitrs),  633 
Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  m.,  3408 
Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  m.,  4*76 
Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  5443 
Treasurer's  Advance,  fa^^y,  593 
Vegetable  Diseases  Restriction,  adj.,  t9S° 

Page,  Hem.  Maranoa: 

Adjournments,  Special,  m.,  355 
Bills  of  Exchange  Bill,  m.,  1337 
Budget,  Delay  in  Submission,  suffiy,  503 
Burston,   V.   D.,   Colonel,   Payments  to  for 

Parades,  g.,  2008 
Business,  Private  Members',  3476 
Chinese  Immigration,  suffly,  3987 
Collins,  Captain,  suf^y^  3989 
Contract  Immi^rantSj  adj.,  S61 
Deakin  Ministry,  Position  of,  adj.,  355,  260 
Defence  Bill,  com.  (amendment,  section  2  of 
Act),    4670  ;    (Garrison    Artillery),    4671 ; 
(Citizen  Forces),  4673,  4680,  4693;  (Jimior 
Cadets),  4756;  (persons  to  be  trained),  4781; 
(employers  may  not  prevent  employes  from 
serviag),    4864 ;    (Military   College),  4894, 
4935;  (preference),  4965,  4967;  (Non-com- 
batants),  4971;  (canteens),  4999;  3R.,  s»35 
Divisions:  Reserved  Seats,  suffly,  5i3t> 
Divisional  Returning  Officers,  5710 
External  Affairs,  Secretary  for,  suffly,  3985 
Financial  Relations,  Commonwealth  and  States, 

High  Commissioner,  suffly,  2989 

Invalid  and  Old  Age  Pensions  Bill,  3K.,  (426; 
tarn.  (Term  of  Residence),  r578;  (Continu- 
ous Residence),  1579;  reeam.,  f.o.,  1603 

Late  Sittings:  Suppers  and  Cabs,  s^;.,  r392 

Papua : 
Appointments,  suffly,  3030 
Climatic  conditions,  suffly,  3030 
Mail  Contracts,  Queensland,  suffly,  6023 
Roval  Commission's  Recommendations,  suf- 

fly,  2988 
Settlement  of,  suffly,  3032 

Postmaster-General's  Department : 
Postal  Notes  and  Money  Orders,  Banking 

Charge,  adj.,  1875 
Postal  Notes,  open,  adj.,  172a 

Stores,  Supervision,  S945 

Telegraph      and      Telephone  Extension, 

Queensland,   suffly,  6024 
Telegraph  Delays,  Queensland,  f.,  ,s8o5 
Telephone  Attendant's  Wages,  q.,  371 
Telephone,  Charleville.  to  Eromanga,  suf- 
fly, 4374 

Telephone  Instruments,  Local  Manufacture, 


Page,  Hon.  J. — tetUinued. 
Public  Service :  Retirement  of  Officers,  adj.t 
470 

Seat  of  Government  Acceptance  Bill*  com. 

fProclamatiOB),  5208 
Speaker  Salmon,  Hr.,  Electimi  of,  n.,  17°^ 

Supply :  _ 
External    Affairs    (Administratioa),    2985 ; 

(Papua),  3030 
Supply  Bill  (No.  i).  int.,  502;  .530 
Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  m.,  4374 

Palmer,  Mr.  A-  0.,  £cAuca: 

Advertising  Australia,  suffly,  6iq 

Aeroplane  Competition,  q.,  1901 

Australian  Industries  Preservation  Bill,  com, 

(Unfair  Concessions),  7269 
Business,  Private  Members',  m.,  3475;  Iiouis 

of  sitting,  q.f  4040 
Constitution  Alteration   (Finance)   BUI,  M.> 

4050 

Defence  : 
Cadets,  Equipment,  q.,  471 
Rifle  Ranges,  q.,  3458,  3509 
Torpedo  Boats,  exfl.,  suffly,  2441 
Yarrawonga  Rifle  Range,  q.,  3561 

Defence  Bill,  eom.  (Citizen  Forces),  4C92; 
(persons  to  be  trained),  4763 ;  (canteens), 
4977 

Electoral  Bill,  2H.,  5743;  com.  (Deposit),  630a 
Federal  Capital,  suffly,  7107,  7112 
Grain  Bags,  size  of,  suffly,  2687;  q.,  4070 
High  Commissioner  Bill,  eom.  (High  Commis- 
sioner), 3184  ' 

Immigration  : 
Encouragement  of,  suffly,  619 

Invalid  and  Old  -age  Pensions  Bill,  com.  (pen- 
sioners who  own  their  homes),  f.o.,  r599 

Land  for  settlement,  Victoria,  suffly,  620 

Land  Value  Taxation,  suffly,  619 

Ministry  ; 

(Deakin),  No-Confidence,  m.,  830 

Northern  Territory  Acceptance  Bill,  ss.,  3445; 
cam.  (detinition),  466;;  (obligations  of  Com- 
monwealth), 58r6,  5^38 

Old-age  Pensions,  Loss  of  Naturalization 
Papers,  adj.,  1717 

Postmastcr-Gcneral's  Department : 
Charges   against   Officers :    Procedure,  g., 
6868 

Post  Office,  Longwood,  suffly,  6033 
Public  Service  : 

Dismissal  of  Officers,  q.,  6868 
Supply  : 

Home  Affairs  (Administrative  Staff),  7107, 
7112 

Supply  Bill  (No.  i),  eom.  (External  Affairs), 

bi9 

Pearce,  Senator  Hon.  a.  F.,  Wett«m  Australia: 

Adjournment,  exfl.,  2351 
Adjournments,  S[«cial,  m.,  233,  261,  2457, 
3450 

Advertising  Australia,  suffly,  7145 
Agricultural  Bureau,  suffly,  "'56 
Agricultural    Implement    Makers  Employes* 

Union,    payment   of    legal    expenses,  n., 

3251;  g.,  3400 

Digitized  by  CjOOg  IC 
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Pearce,  Senator  Hon.  G.  F. — eoniinued. 

Appropriation  Bill,  eom..  Second  Schedule 
(k:fteiaal  Affairs),  7145 ;  (Attorney-General), 
7156;  (Home  Affairs),  7156;  (Treauii)T), 
7159 ;  (Trade  and  Customs),  7164}  (De- 
fence), 7166,  jitrj 

Appropriation  Bill,  supfljr,  783 

Appropriation  (Works  and  Buildi^)  Bill, 
3K.,  2S16;  com.,  Schedule  (Defence),  aSaj, 
2825,  2830,  2831,  a83a,  2834,  8836,  2840;  (Ex- 
ternal Affairs),  2841 

Audit  Bill,  3Jt.,  3266 

Australian  Industries  Preservation  Bill,  Second 
Reading,  m.,  1370;  2R.,  1615;  com.  (Unfair 
Concessions),  1640,  164 1 ;  ed.  ref.^  1735; 
eons,  amdts.,  7220,  7221,  7225 

Ausiralian  Socialism:  Professor  Uones,  suf- 
ply,  A317 

Barley  Growers,  Queensland,  q.,  7122 

Bills  of  Exchange  Bill,  cons,  amdts. ,  73i4 

Brewing  Industry, 

Budget,  2515 

Bureau  of  Agriculture  Bill,  as.,  4730 ;  com. 
(Bureau),  5104,  saifr 

Business,  State  of,  adj.,  233 ;  Order  of,  adj., 
3959,  5898;  Conduct  of,  g.,  5287;  Mstpone- 
ment  of,  m.,  5310;  Government  Business, 
5971 

Coal  Strike,  adj.,  7131 
Coinage  Bill,  3R.,  2704 

Commonwealth  Companies  Reserve  Liabilities 

Bill,  com.  (reserve  fund),  2647 
Compound  Gauge  Crossing,  m.,  t$tx 
Confectionery  Combine,  q.,  1729,  1954,  4133, 

5004 

Constitution  Alteralion  (Finance)  Bill,  as., 
6091 ;  com.  (Expiration  of  section  87),  6367, 
64a7,  6453 ;  Call  of  Senate,  m.,  6459.  [See 
Financial  Relations,  Commonwealth  and 
States;  a!so  Premiers'  Ctmference] 

Constitution  Alteration  {Nationalization  of 
Monopolies)  Bill,  as.,  1759 

Constitution  Alteration  (State  Debts)  Bill,  as., 
6591 

Cotton  Growing,  Northern  Territory,  g.,  7021 
Court  of  Conciliation  and  Arbitration,  suf  fly, 

7 150 
Defence : 

Ammunition  Waggons,  q.,  5970 
Battye,  Major,  q.,  1954 
Cadets,  Training  of,  supply,  660,  686 
Carroll,  Major,  q.,  3411,  4307,  4415 
Chief  of  Ordnance,  suf  ply,  7166 
Clothing  Factory,  State,  supply,  2828 
Colonel,  honorary,  q.,  2813,  310S 
Commandant,  Tasmania,  supply,  7167 
Critten,  Storekeeper,  g.,  2254;  adj.,  3152 
Dreadnought,  Presentation  of,  tuffly,  658; 

Budget,  2523 
Equipment,  supply,  3840 
Field  Artillery,  supply,  2825 
Fixed    Defences,    supply,  2832 
Fortifications,  supply,  2823 
Headquarters     Office,     Adelaide,  tuffly, 

3834;  Perth,  supply,  2836 
Horses,  q.,  1366;  Budget,  2520;  suffly^  2825 
Imperial  Defence  Conference,       306,  1368, 
4008,  4124 

Imperial  General  Staff,  q.,  2703;  adj.,  2733; 

supply,  7166 
Inventions,  Military,  3107 
Military    Tattoo,   Drmkmg  by  Cadets,  a., 

5968 


Pearce,  Senator  Hon.  G.  F. — continued. 
Defence — continued. 
Major-General    Hoad's   Staff,  tttffly,  663, 

687 

Naval   College :   Dreadneughi   Farms,  9., 

4700-1,  4789 
Naval  Defence,  local,  q.,  310S 
Naval  DepAt,  Fremantle,  supply,  2836 
Naval  Officers,  q.,  1954,  aaso 
Naval  Station,  River  Yarra,,  suffly,  0831 
Point  Ncpean  Jetty,  suffly,  2830 
Policy,  Government,  Budget,  2519 
Riffe  Clubs  and  Associations,  m.,  183a ;  f 

2904;  supfly,  5412,  7167 
RiSemen :  Inenuients,  q.,  3202 

Factory,  g.,  1363,  1472,  34x1 
Staff  Officers'  Instruction,  q.,  337a 
Torpedo  Destroyers,  a.,  5a,  574(6^  5970 
Uniforms,  q.,  xjjB^i  Budget,  2533;  suffiy^ 

2828 

Defence  Bill,  aR.,  5394;  com.  (principles), 
5689,  5763;  {f.o.,  5752);  Dissent  from  Rul- 
ing, »>.,  5754;  (promotion  from  the  ranks), 
5772;  (Citizen  Naval  Forces),  5879 ;  (amend- 
ment of  section  36),  5883;  (Cadets),  58^; 
(Canteens),  6620;  p.o.,  6629 

Dissent  from  Ruling  :  Seat  of  Govemmeni 
Acceptance  Bill  (Instructions  to  Committee), 
m.,  4899;  Relevancy  of  Amendment  (Defence 
Bill),  5754 

Electoral  Bill,  adj.,  3019;  3K.,  3i3t;  com. 

(claim    for    enrolment),    3322,    3334,  392a; 

(application  to  change),  3337,  3329 ;  (postal 

noting).  3330.  3438,  34401  344» ;  recom..  4010, 

4014;  eons,  amdts,,  6528 
Federal  Capital,  q.,  4406,  4699.   \_See  Sent  of 

Government  Acceptance  Bill] 
Fellmooeers  :  Minimum  Wage,  a.,  411 
Financial  Relations,  Commonwealth  and  States. 

f.,    2508.      {See    Constitution  Alteration 

(Finance)  Bill;  also  Premiers'  Conference] 
High   Commissioner    Bill,  aB.,    3924,  3950; 

exph,  ^.tf.,  4306;  cam,  (salaty).  4326 
Hutchison,  Mr.  James,  U.P.,  Death  of,  at., 

7121 

Immigration  : 

Contract  Immigrants,  q.,  1471 ;  adj.,  5860 

Capt.  Holden's  Scheme,  sufplv,  7145 
Industrial  Legislation:  Model  Bill,  ad}.,^^ 
Industries      Preservation      Act  :  Newspaper 

Trust,  q..  536.  1365 
Inter-State  Commission  Bill,  as.,  4141,  4438; 

cxpL,  4594 
Inter-State  Commission,  q.,  3850 
Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  com.  (who 

may  receive  pensions),  f.o.    1980;  (Asiatics), 

2069,   2075 ;   (statement  of  income),  u8i ; 

recom.,  2157 
Leave  of  Absence,  m.,  1040 
Library,  disappearance  of  books  from,  mffly, 

4317 

Lighthouses  Bill,  2B.,  m.s.o.,  1378 

Loan  Policy,  Budget,  3516 

London  Offices,  Commonwealth,  suffly^  2841 

Ministry  : 
(Deakin),  Policy  of,  m.,  328,  339 
Position  of,  adj.,  2(53 

Naval  Loan  Bill,  sr.,  6044;  p.o.,  6970;  com. 
(issue  of  inscribed  stock),  7029 ;  (Trustees  of 
sinking  fund),  7031;  fappropriatioo  for 
Fleet).  7033;  (stock  inscribed  in  the  United 
Kingdom),  7039 

New  P,o..c.ion.  ^^iJ^IQoOqXz 
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Pearce,  Senator  Hod.  G.  F. — tantinmed. 

Northern  Territory,  Budget,  25*4 
Officers'  Compensation  Bill,  as.,  7317 
Old-age  Pensions,  Budget,  3516;  0.,  2609,28141 
j4io;  adj.,  2943.  4"3»  49*4»  0534;  suffly, 

5510,  7159 

Old-age  Pensions  Appropiiation  BUI,  ai.,  183a 
Pamphlets,  Duty  on*  q,,  1831 
Papua : 

Native   Labour,  suffiy,  341a,  34>4;  > 

4036 

Patents  Bill,  aB.,  3373;  m.,  a6ia;  ^^m.  (fees), 

3620,  26:14;  cant,  amdts.,  7059,  706a 
Patents  Office,         5970,  6198,  6691;  tuffly, 

7164 

Post   and    Telegraph    (Recording  Machines) 

Bill,  e9th.  (short  title),  1380 
Postmaster-GeQeral's  Department : 

Pacific  Cable>  Reduction  of  Charges,  suffiy. 

Postal  Commission,  adj.,  5295 
Telephone  Tunuel,  Perth,  q.,  1610 

Premiers'  Conference,  adj.,  1862;  q.,  2508-9; 
Special  Adjournment,  m.,  2457;  Budget, 
2^16.  [See  Constitution  Alteration  (Finance) 
Bill,  also  Financial  Relations,  Commonwealth 

.  and  States] 

Press  Cable  Service,  suffiy,  659 ;  g.,  1365, 
1472,6314;  3220,4842,  5216,  5667,  5670, 
5071.  59^  6082,  6197,  6315,  6330;  privilege, 
Id.  [f.o.,  6490,  7019),  6493,  6504;  i-,  70*8; 
exfl.,  7031 ;  m.,  for  discharge  of  order, 
7211 

Press  Conference,  suffiy,  650 
Printing  romraittce,  m.,  1041,  3063 
Privilege  :  Suspension  of  Sitting,  3854 
Public  Service  : 

Inspector,  W.A.,  adj.,  4934 

Minimum  Wage,  suffiy,  5514 
Public  Service  Bill,  as.,  70u> 
Seamen's  Compensation  Bill,  3R.,  1488;  earn. 

(Definitions),   2273,  2274 ;  (non-application), 

2290 ;     (contracting     out),     2926,     2996 ; 

Schedule,  3015,  3116,  3117 
Seat  of   Government   Acceptance    Bill,  ax., 

4417 ;  com.  (repeal),  4910 ;  Schedule,  5013. 

[See  Federal  Capital] 
Senate,    Call    of  :     Constitution  Alteration 

(Finance)  Bill,  6459 
Session,  Close  of,  adj.,  7227 
Standing  Orders,  Amendments  and  Additions, 

*om.,  3207,  3214,  3319,  3220,  3221,  3317. 

53>9 

Speaker   Holder,    Ur.,    Death    of,   tffo.  re 

Message,  r730 
Supply  Bill,  Delnv  in  Passing,  Dismissal  of 

Temporary  Employis,  suffiy,  773 
Supply  Bill' (No.  i),  IP.,  658;  2B.,  686;  com., 

(schedule),  773,  7S2 
Supply  Bill  (No.  2},  IB.,  3412 
Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  2B.,  4310-7 
Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  cam..  Schedule,  5509, 

55 10,  55 r4 
Tariff  : 

Cigar  Leaf,  Queensland  :  bounty,  q.,  7310 
Preference,  y.,  4108 

Tftsmanian  Ministry,  exfi.,  4^94 

Timber,  Australian,  for  Government  Con- 
tracts, sufi^y,  5509 

Timber  Workers'  t7nion,  q.,  at/m^ 

Tobacco  Industry,  q.,  4123,  44r6,  7210;  M., 
4412 

Trade  Marks  Act,  q.,  5501 
Voting  Machine,  q.^  147a 


Foynton,  Hon.  A.,  Grey: 
Agricultural  Machinery :  Interest  chaiges,  q. 


Bills  of  Exchange  Bill,  com.  (Inchoate  In- 

strumeats),  6643 
Budget,  M.,  28SH 
Business,  Order  of,  m.,  3052 
Closure,  the,  adj.y  3105 

ConstitntioD  Alteratiaa  (Finance)  Bill,  int., 
4086 ;  cam.  (Expiration  of  book-keeping 
clauses),  5613.  [See  Financial  Relations, 
Commonwealth  and  States] 

Comsacks,  Size  of,  q,,  1783 

Defence  :  Imperial  Conference,  adj.,  1914 

Defence  Bill,  recom.,  5057 

Financial  Relatitms,  OmimonweaHh  and  States, 
suffiy,  528.  [See  Ccmstitution  Alteration 
(Finance)  Bill] 

Harvester  Commission,  2562,  256?,  7100 ; 
Inti^rest  charges  on  Agricultural  Machinery, 

^J-t  35°5.  3.87; ;  wftK??  , 

High  Commusioner  Bill,  com,  (appontment), 
3190 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Penstoot  Bill,  torn.  (In- 
valid Pensions),  1590 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Peniiont  (Income)  BUI, 
int.,  637a 

Naval  Loan  Bill,  2R.,  673r 

Northern  Territory  Acceptance  Bill,  3R.,  2307, 
2408;  q.,  3050,  3051,  3772,  5712;  com.  (De. 
finition),  4035;  adj.,  6980 

Old-age  Pensions,  q.,  358,  406S;  ^j.,  4062 

Postmaster-General's  Department : 
Country  Services,  suffiy,  64^ 
Letter  Boxes,  suf^y,  643 ;  £.,  5426 
Fort  Lincoln  to  Cummins  Telephone  Line, 

nsffly,  8761 
Telegrapli  Uses,  Instruments  and  Material, 

suffiy,  2761 
Telepnone  Guarantees,  suffiy,  643 
Telephone  Service,  Cummms,  &c.,  q.,  1533 
Undeigrounding  Adelaide  Telephone  Wires, 

suffiy,  3761 
Wheatstone  Telegta;^,  j^.,  1309 
William  Creek  Post  Office,  q.,  5711 

Public  Service  Bill,  aS.,  6579 

Quarantine  Stations,  suffiy,  3599 

Re-voles,  tuffly,  2592 

Supply   Bill   (No-  1),  m.,  528;  com.  (Post- 
master-General), 643 
Supply  : 

Works  and  Buildings  (Home  Affairs),  2592 ; 

(Post  and  Telegraphs),  2761 
Treasury:  (Miscellaneous),  7100;  (Advance 

fo  Treasurer),  710a 

PnlBford,  Senator       New  South  Wales: 

Adjournments,  Special,  m.,  1133,  {f.o.,  1x35), 
2480 

Agricultural    Implement    Makers'  Employes' 

Union,  payment  of  legal  expenses,  m.,  3341; 

adj.,  4622;  suffiy,  7153 
Appropriation   Bill,   com..   Second  Schedule; 

(Attorney-General),  7153;  (Treasury),  7157, 

7'59 

Appropriation    (Works   and   Buildings)  Bill, 
com.,  Schediilr  (Home  Affairs),  2816,  aSrS 
Asiatics,  q.,  i;66f) 

Australian    Industries   Preservation   Bill,  aR., 
1614;  com.  (Unfair  Concessions),  1656,  r6j9 
Brennan's  Mono-Rail,  q.,  i^ya 
Budget,  q.,  »3Si[jg^».^g^OOgle 


1 


Index  to  Speeckee. 


Pulifordi  Senatoi  E. — eomtinuei. 

Bureau  of  Agriculture  Bill,  as./  4738;  torn, 

(Bureau),  ui8  - 
Captain  Cook,  Logs  aad  Journals,  m.,  3935 
Census,  Budget,  3536 
Chinese,  number  in  Australia,  q.,  4133 
Coal  Strike,  adj.,  TraS 

Compound  Gauge  Railway  Crossing,  m.,  3^3 
Constitution  Alteration  (Finance)  Bill,  at., 
5991 ;  com.  (Expiration  of  book-keeping 
period),  6441.  {See  Financial  Relationi, 
Commonwealth  and  States;  also  Premiers* 
Conference] 

Constitution  Alteration  (State  Debts)  Bill,  at., 
6510 

Customs  House,  Broken  Hill,  sHf^Vt 
Defence  Bill,  at.,   5683;   earn.  (Principles), 

5758 

Departmental  Correspondence,  Cost,  q.,  1635 
Dreadnought,  presentation  of.  Budget,  3534 
Electoral  Bill,    3R.,    3139;    com.    (Form  of 

KoUs),  3333;  recom.,  4009,  4011 
Electoral  Bill  (No.  3),  2R.,  5329,  5333 
Federal  Capital  Site,       6585.   {See  Seat  of 

Government  Acceptance  Bill] 
Financial  Relations,  Commonwealth  and  States, 

0.,    3508.      [See    Constitution  Alteration 

(Finance)  Bill;  also  Premier's'  Conference] 
Hansard  ; 

Minister's  Speeches,  Proofs,  adj.,  X414 
High   Commissioner  Bill,   as.,    414a;  cam. 
(High    Commissioner),    4330,    4319,  4332; 

eons,  mes.,  6699 
Immigration  ;  Contract,  adj.,  5862 
Inter-State  Free  Trade,  Budgft,  2534 
Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  eetn.^  as., 

1964;  com.  (Asiatics),  3069,  3072;  (inmates 

of  asylums),  2087;  recom.,  3157;  (Asiatics), 

316S,  2173 

Lightfaousei  Bill,  com.  (Acquisition),  3634 ; 
(Lights  and  Marks),  3709;  (Dues),  2711, 
2712 

Marine  Insurance  Bill,  as.,  4733 
Ministry  : 


(Deakin),  Policy  of,  m.,  537 

Government 


Bnsi- 


No-Confidence  Motion, 
ness,  adj.,  1133 
Naval  Loan  Bill,  sr.,  6951 ;  effm.  (issue  of  in- 
scribed stock),  7028,  7033 
New  Protection,  adj.,  2370 

Nonhrrn    Territory    Acceptance   Bill,  Press 
Reports :   Privilege,  p.e,.  7019 

Northern  Territory  ;  Revenue,  Ac.,  S-,  669a 

Old-age  Pensions,        3814;  adj.,  4113;  su-^ 

Old-atje    Pensions    Appropriation    Bill,  21., 
1836 

Pacific  Cable,  f,,  3107;  g.,  3410 

Patents   Bill,   aR.,   2378  j    m .,    2614 ;  ccm. 

(costs),    2618;     (revocation),    2619;  eent. 

amdfs.,  7062,  7063 

Postmaster-General's  Department  : 
"All  Red"  Route,  y.,  2255 
Departmental  Postage,  g,,  5216,  5394 

I  Tost-Tl  rommission,  adj.,  $293 ;  exfl.,  566S 
Postnl  Rntr',  2610 

Telephone    Tunnel,    Perth,    suspension  of 
work,  g.,  1470,  i6t9 
Potato  Blight,  adj.,  2733 


Fulsford,  Senator  E.-~eontimitd. 
Premiers'   Conference  : 
Agreement,  g.,  3508;  Budget,  2525 
Special  Adjournment,  m.,  2480;  f.,  3814. 
[See    Constitution    Alteration  (Finmnee) 
Bill;  also  Financial  Relations,  Commoik- 
wealth  and  States] 
Press   Cable    Committee,   adj.,   6249,  6979 ; 
Select    Committee,    privilege,    m.,  6496: 
exfl..  6499 
Press  Cable  Service,  m.,  4238 
Printing  Committee,  m.,  1044,  2065 
Printing,  CommonwealtJi,  «.,  1771 
Public  Service  : 

Minimum  Wage,  supply,  (517 
Seamen's  Compensation  uill,  2s:,  1481 ;  com. 
(contracting    out),    2400,   3005 ;  (schedule), 
3120 

Seat  of  Government  Acceptance  Bill,  2B.,  4791; 

eem.  (Customs  and  Excise  Duties),  5007 
Shorthand  Writers'  Pay,  g.,  5288,  5746 
Speeches,  Time  Limit  to,  m.,  ijtj 
Standing  Orders :  Amendments  and  Additions, 

com.,  32rt 
State  Guarantees,  g.,  2815,  3410 
Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  com.,  Schedule,  5517 
Tariff  : 

Free  Imports ;  Industries,  g.,  4207 

Preference,  dynamite,  g.,  3915 

Tobacco  Industry,  g.,  3107,  3410,  3860;  M., 

4407.  4414 
Trawler,  sufply,  a8i8 
Waratah,  s,s.,  g.,  2813,  2995 
Weather  Forecaiu,  m.,  45^ 

Qnidi,  Hon.       John,  Kt.,  Ben^^o  .* 

Defence  : 
Bayonets,  supply  cf,  adj.,  4065 

Old-age  Pensions,  adj.,  4064;  g.,  1312,  6463, 

6993 

Post    and    Telegraph   (Recording  Hnchiaes) 
Bill,  ak.,  4401 

Postmaster-General's  Department : 
Annual  Statement,  g.,  aooS 
Aria  Park  to  Beckon  Telephone,  g.,  2205 
Associations,  Employ^',  g.,  1308 
Beard,  Mr.  C.  A.,  f.,  4743,  «gs6 
Bendigo   Telephone   Subscribers,   q.,  7170, 
7230 

Birregurra  Postal  Employes,  g.,  6350 
Bo^s,  Employment  of,  0.,  5455 
Brisbane  to  Cooktown  Mail  Service,  f.,6867 
Cairns  to  Cooktown  Mail  Service,  7067 
Cape  York  Telegraph  Line  :  Labourers,  f., 

4S5I 

Cliar^^e   against   official  :    Moree,   g.,  4039; 

procedure,  q.,  6868 
Clothing  Factory,  Govt.,  g.,  265a,  4956 
Colac  to  Beech  Forest  Telephcue,  f.,  17881 

2290 

Cole-Bently    Reversible    Mail    Label,  g., 

i3ot).  r779,  3488,  2768-g 
Contract  post  offices,  g.,  4624 
Cooma  Mail  Service,  g.,  6536,  6794 
Country   Services,   Extended,  sufply,  644, 

6047 

Duty  Stamps,  g.,  3139 

Electricians*  Wages,  g.,  4956 

European  Mail  Contract,  g.,    1779,  4039^ 

,  4329.  46*3*  49*9  I 
Examinations,  gi|ii493ftj  \tf^&^l^ 
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Qnick>  Hod.  Sir  John^  Kt—cenHmted. 

Postmaster-Generars  Department — eontinutd. 
Female  Cleaners,  Sydney,  j.,  7171 
Fifth-class  clerks,  1420 
Frauds  is  Western  Australia,  q.^  4743 
Holiday  overtime,       1918;  days  in  lieu  of 
holidays,  jf.,  3715,  5436 ;  Recreation  X^tc, 

S-i  37«5 
Increments,  a.,  455a 
Instrument  Fitters,  jun.,  q.,  4357 
Insulators,  tenders,       7067,  7171 
Labourers'  Wages,  q.,  3259 
Letter  Boxes,  private,  q.,  3358,  5446 
Letter  Carriers,  Junee,  q.,  aooS,  ai99 
Letter  Delivery,  Wanstead  and  Sooth  Bel- 
more,  q.,  3656 
Linemen,  q.,  4251,  5776 
Mail    Communications,   outlying  communi- 
ties, q.,  1521 
Mail  Contractors*  Horses,  1309 
Maitland  Hospital  Telephone,  q.,  3053 
Medical    Correspondence,  prohibition, 
5711 

Motor  Mail  Vans,  q.,  1531,  3398,  3406 
New  Works,  suffly,  2748,  2749;  q.,  3^70 
Northern  Territory  Telegraph,  q., 
Objectionable  postal  matter,  jf.,  4743 
Overtime,  tuffty,  5443 
Pacific  Cable,  suffly,  7191 
Pinkenba  Mail  Delivery,  q,,  1533 
Post   and   Telegraph   Offices  :  Brunswick, 
foundation  stone,  adj,,  3804,  4069 ;  grad- 


giara  liiines,  q.,  1919;  Korobeit,  q.,  3051; 

Leigh  Creek,  q.,  7239;  Moree,  q.,  1091; 

Sydney,  0.,  3008,  4850;  Warmambool,  f., 

1533;  Wniiam  Creek,  q.,  5712;  Winchen- 

don  Vale,        3199;  Wynyard,  Tasmania, 

9'»  273.  7"9 
Postal  Commission,  q.,  1308,  3357 
Pottal  errors,  compensation,  q.,  1533 
Postal   Notes,   Banking   Charge,   f.,  984; 

purchase  at  Receiving  Offices,  q.,  6536 
Postal  Service  Guarantees,  273 
Postmasters*  Working  Hours,  q.y  6370 
"  Purchase  **  System,  Telephone  Exchanges, 

q.,  6370 

Queen  Victoria  Markets,  Sydney,  jr.,  30^1  * 

^/■>  3301 
Quirk,  Mr.,  Case  of,       4039,  5105 
Receipts  and  Espenditure,  departmental,  q., 

3008 

Registered  Letter,  Compensation  for  lots, 

suffly,  4375 
Salaries,  postal  assistants,  q.,  1778 
Selby,  II.  J.,  case  of,  q.,  1778 
Semi-official  Offices,  q.,  4850 
Skilled  Labour,  wages,  q.,  5153 
Sorters,  Sydney,  q.,  2653,  5809;  Melbourne. 

q,,  3770;  examination,  q.,  4955 
Staff,  increase  of,  luffly, 
Stamps,  gumless,  q.,  5334 
Stores,  supervision,  q.,  3945 
Tasmanian    Mail    Service,    q.,    4351,  5776,' 

7329 

Telegrams,  wording  of,  q.,  6631 

Telegraph  Communication,  North  West, 
Western  Australia,  q.,  373;  Peak  Hill  to 
Nullagine,  j.,  3r54;  Queensland,  suffly^ 
6047 

Telegraph   Delays,   Queensland,   q.,  5805, 


Quick,  Hon.  Sir  Jdin,  'git.~eontimi«d. 

Postmaster-General's   Department. — continued. 
Telegraph  Line,   Sydney  to  Brisbane,  q., 

6868,  7329 
Telegraph  Rates,  5340 
Telegraph  Service  to  Western  Australia, 
1419 

Telegraphists :  Seniority  and  Increases,  f ., 
Sydney  and   jfelboume,  nnmber, 

&c.,  q.,  3030 

Telegraph    Messengers,    half-holiday,  q., 

3947;  retirement,  q.,  4351 
Telegraph    and    Telephone  Improvements, 

Western  Australia,  q.,  3358 
Telegraphs  and  Telephones,  loss,  3807 
Telephone  Attendants  Wages,  0.,  371 
Telephone  Calls,  cost  of  recording,  q.,  7229 
Telephone  Delays,  q.,  4453 
Telephone    Exchange,    Parliament  House, 
q.,  3773;  MacarUiur,  y.,  3961}  Dorrigo, 
q.,  3961,  4068 
Telephone  Extension :  Kangaroo  Island, 
i3ri ;  Mount  Balfour,        1531 ;  Mudgee, 
Bathurst,   ftc,   q.,    1521;  Muswellbrook, 
q.,   1522;  Commins,  &€.,  q.,   1533;  Pro- 
posed  Works,  .  supply,   2748,   2740 ;  Gee- 
long  to  Breakwater,  q.,  3051 ;  Jan  J4ic 
and  Airey's  Inlet,  q.,  305a;  CharleviUe 
to  Eromanga,  suffly,  4375 ;'  Ora  Banda,  q., 
4453.  4623:  New  South  Wales,  q.,  4454, 
474J,    4851.    4956;    Drysdale    to  Gee- 
long,  q.,  5106;  Shire  of  Sutherland,  q,, 
5106 ;    country    districts,    suf^y,    5451 ; 
Queensland,    suffly,    6047 ;    Melbourne - 
Sale,  q..  6728 

Telephone  Guarantees,  q.,  3961 
Telephone  Instruments,  local  manufacture, 
f-i    2946-7,    3020,    4849-SOf    4928;  fixed 
transmitters,  q.,  4453;  obsolete,  q.,  3715 

Telephone  and  Telegraph  Lines,  Melbourne  : 
Undergrounding,  q.,  372;  Perth,  g.,  1919; 
435a,  4939 ;  Hamilton,  q.,  3008 ;  F  re- 
mantle,  a.,  335S ;  constn^ction  of,  New 
South  Wales,  4454,  474a,  6980;  re- 
pairs, payment  for,  suffly,  3697 ;  Inter- 
Stale,  q.,  5776;  supervision,  q.,  61 18, 
6993.  7230 


Telephone  List,  q.,  4930,  5105 
Telephone,  Peakhimt,  3656 
Telephone  and  Telegraph  Poles,  unsightly, 

q.,  1310;  painting,  q.,  1310;  delivery  of, 
q.,  3020,  30^2 ;  temporary  dressers,  q., 
^507;  local  timber  for,  q.,  5106;  removal 
at  Enkinville,  q.,  ^899;  dangerous  poles, 
Sutherland,  com[>osite,  q.,  7171 

Telephones  in  Hotels,  q.,  3870,  4069,  5153, 
Si8s ;  adj.,  4065 

Telepb  one  Rates :  Actuarial  Inquiry,  q., 
271,  273,  1310,  3572,  455'.  4744.  4851, 6536, 
6868,  7066,  7228;  suffly,  497,  7180,  7190; 
Adelaide,  q.,  373,  5334,  5711 ;  comparison 
of,  q.,  131 1 ;  loss,  q.,  3807;  flat  and  toll, 
q.,  69S0 

Telephone  Refrulations,  New,  q„  5185 
Telephone  Service,  country  towns,  q.,  1531 
Telephone  Wire,  q.,  5435 
Telephones,  Expenses  oif  working,  q.,  1311 
Telephones,  Non-subscribers,  q.,  1311 
Telephones,  Slot,  q.,  3870,  4069;  adj.,  4065 
Trunk  Telephone,  Melbourne — Sydney,  luf" 
fly,  644 

Typewriters,  Allowance  fttt,,ji^f,_544a 
Unclaimed  Corasposdepc 
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Quick,  Hon.  Six  John.  Kt. — eeniinutd. 

Pottmaster-Generars  Department. — coniinued. 
Uniforms,  postal,        igoa,  365a,  4956,  6631 
Vacancy,  Perth  Post  Office,  q.,  4551 
-Wages  midcr  contracts,  adj.,  5453,  5455 
Wheatstonc  Telegraph,  q.,  1309 
Wireless  Telegraphy,  q.,  2298,  a86i,  4653, 
4743  i    "*•>    327^1    King    and  Flinders 
Islands,        272,  1430,  7229;  Cape  York 
and  Port  Moresby,  q.,  7229 
Works,  delay,  suffly,  5124 
Quarantine  Regiilatu»is»  3960 
Supply ; 

Postmaster-General :   (Central   Staff),  7190, 
7191 

Works  and  Buildings  (Postmaster-General), 
2748.  2749 

Supply  Bill  (No.  i),  m.,  447:  com.  (Post- 
master-General), 644 

Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  w.,  4275 

Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  n.,  5443 

Telegraph  (Emergent^)  Bill.,  int.,  1358;  2B., 
19^;  com.  (definition),  4400 

Beid,  Bt.  Hon.  Sir  Oeozga.  P.O.,  K.O.,  ^:a^lt 

Sydney: 
Adjoomment,  Special,  m.,  234^ 
Clerk,  Duties:  of  the,  when  Chairman,  m.,  1815 
Commonwealth  Property  :  Municipal  Taxation, 
m.,  i8oa 

Constitution  Alteration  (Finance)  Bill,  com. 
(Expiration  of  bookkeeping  clauses),  5371 ; 
(State  Debts),  5652,  5661.  [See  Premiers* 
Conference] 

Deakin  Ministry,  No-Confidence,  m.,  1x44; 
exfl.,  1 1 57-8 

Defence  Bill,  com.  (Ameodment,  section  3  of 

.  Act)  {f.o.,  4671),  4671;  (calling  out  of  re- 
serves), 4746;  (penalty  for  evading  service), 
4870,  4872;  (Military  College),  4946;  r^- 
com.,  5057 

Dissent  from  Ruling  : 
Hantard  reprints,  m.*  3177 
Member  not  entitled  to  read  from  a  news- 

Eaper  matter  reflecting  on  honorable  mem- 
ers  personally,  m.,  2177 
Power  of  private  member  to  increase  charge 
(Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill),  m., 
1437,  1460 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  2R., 
1344;  com.  (who  may  receive  pensions) 
{f.o.,  1433) ;  dissent  from  ruling,  1437, 
1438,  1460 

Northern  Territory  Acceptance  Bill,  com. 
(Definition),  4643 

Old-age  Pensions,  exfj.,  1416 

Petitions,  Printing  or,  m.,  1059 

Postmaster-General's  Department : 
Financial  Policy,  suffly,  2750 
Post  OfBce,  Sydney,        4850;  Baymarket, 
Svilney,  q.,  48:0 

Potato  Blight,  q.,  54^5  „      .  , 

Premiers'   Conference,   Special  Adjonmment, 
2343;  statement  by  Leader  of  Opposi- 
tion,  obs.,   f.o.,   2558.     [See  Constitution 
Alteration  (Finance)  Bill] 

Printing  Committee,  m.,  1059 

Supply  : 

Works  and  BuiMings  (Post  and  Telegraphs), 
2750 

Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  exfl.i  1416 


Boberts,  Mr.  B.      Adelaide  j 

Addreu-in-Reply,  m.,  33 

Advertising  Australia,  suffly,  613-9. 

Arthur,  Dr.,  and  Immigration,  suffiy,  6x4-9 

Broken  Hill  Strike,  address,  33 

Business,  State  of,  suffly,  3398;  cooduct  of, 

^dj.y  3506  J  postponement  of,  «•.,  7337 
Closure,  m.,  f.o.,  3101 

Coinage  Bill,  eons,  amdts.  (powers  of  Go- 
vernor-General), 2786 

Conciliation  and  Arbitration  (Parts  II.  and 
III.)  Bill,  aR.,  72431  com.  (Employer  not  to 
dismiss  employe,  ftc),  7345 

Constitution  Alteration  (Finance)  Bill,  cowl. 
(Expiration  of  bookkeeping  clsuaesja  5380. 
\See  Financial  Relations,  Conunonwealtb 
and  States] 

Cook,  Mr.  Jos.,  remarks  by,  ad^.^  6313 

Defence  ; 

Chief  of  General  Staff,  q.,  3358;  'Uffly, 

3400;  exfl.,  3772,  3773,  3775 
Compulsory  Training,  address,  37,  38 
Dreadnought,  Presentation  of,  address,  40 
Head-qtiarten,  Military,  Adelaide,  smffiy, 

^744 

Increased  Population  Necessary,  address,  34 
Inspector-General,  q.,  3359;  suffly,  3400 
Military  Forces,  Establishment,  q.,  3533 
Militia,  address,  X7 

Officers,  Remarks  by  ei-Minisler,  addresst  V 
Policv,  Government,  stiffly^  3398 
Ride  Clubs,  suffly,  3744 
Staff  Officers,  Adeliude,       3406,  3488 
Volunteer  Force,  address,  37 
Defence  Bill,  q.,  375,  3359;  int.,  2016;  jf.. 
2562;  2R.,  4552;  ftfn.  (Amendment,  scctuw 
2  of  Act),  tfiji ;  (Citizen  Forces),  4676,  4679, 
4691,  4694;  (calling  out  of  reserves),  47U; 
(vehicles,    &c.),    4758 ;     (persons    tn  oe 
trained),  4763,  4773;  (pay),  4855;  (Military 
College),  4886,  4897,  4943,  4959,  4065;  (can- 
teens),  4995,  4999;  eons,  amdts.,  6994,6995. 
7007 

Dissent  from  Baling  : 

Power  of  private  member  to  increase  charfc 
(Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill),  w.. 
1442,  1448,  t6oo 

Suspension  of  Standiitg  Orders,  ^74 
Electoral  Bill,  com.  (Offences),  6265;  (Curge 

for  services  to  candidates),  631a 
Financial  Relations,  Commonwealth  and  States, 

address.  34,  40.     [Ste  Con^tution  Alters- 

tion  (Finance)  Bill] 
Fowler,  Hon.  J.  H.,  M.F.,  Remarks  by,  exfl., 

703 

General  Elections,  q.^  7335 

Immigration,  Encouragement  of,  address,  34; 
suffly,  6ia-9 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bills,  at., 
f.o.,  1421 ;  com.  (who  may  receive  pes- 
sions| ;  dissent  from  ruling,  1443,  1448; 
(continuous  residence),  iS77f  (allowanee  to 
inmates  of  asylums),  1598,  1599;  dissent 
from  ruling,  1600;  eons,  amdts.  (AsisHc^, 
3344 

Land  Settlement,  address,  34 
Land  Valne  Taxation,  address,  35 

Ministry  : 

(Deakin),    Policy   of,  f.o.^  No- 

Confidence^  mi.xas^i' 
(Fisher),  Fo^m^Vrnii 
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Robert!,  Mr.  E.  A.—e9nHnued. 

New  Protection,  address, 

Northern   Territory    Acceptance    Bill,  cpm. 

(definition),  4663;  adj.,  6487,  6983 
Old-age  Pensions,  suffty,  3395,  3396; 

3610 

Opposition  (Dealtin),  Policy  of,  address,  38.46 
Pmtmuter-General'i  Department : 
Holidays  and  overtime,  xgtS 

Mail  Sorters,  q.,  2770 

Telephone  Exchange,  Adelaide,  supply,  2746 
Telephone  Rates,  Adelaide,  q,,  273,  5334, 

S711;  sufply,  54Sa 
Wages  under  Contracts,  adj.,  5453 
Public  Service :  Clerical  Division,  Vacancies, 

Seamen's  Compensation  Bill,  2s.,  Aq.i^  :  ^om. 

(personal  injuries),  6933 
Speaker  Holder,  Mr.,  Death  of  :  Newspaper 

StatemenU,  tuffly,  3395 
Supply  Bill  (No.  I),  £em,  {External  Affairs!. 

613 

Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  m.,  3395 
Supply  Bill  (No.  4)  S45" 
Supply  : 

Works  and  Buildings  (Defence),  2744; 
and  Telegraphs),  3746 

Tellers,  adj.,  S°o3 

Bnssell.  Senator  E.  J.,  Victoria: 
Address- in -Reply,  m.,  10 

Agricultural    Implement    Makers  Employes 

Union  :     payment   of   legal  expenses^ 

3248;  supply.  3428,  7147 
Appropriation  (Works  and    Bmldugs)  Bill, 

com.,  schedule  (Home  Affairs),  aSso 
Appropriation  Bill,  sr.,  7140 ;  Second 

Schedule    (Parliament),    7143  s  (Attorney- 
General),  7x47 
Bills  of  Exchange  Bill,  cons,  amdts.,  7214 
Business,  Postponement  of,  m.,  5317 
Conciliation  and  Arbitration,  address,  ai 
Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Court,  q..  2254 
Constitution   Alteration   (Finance)   Bin,  an.. 

6356;    com:    (Expiration    of  bookkeeping 

period),  6440 
Customs  Department  : 

Female  Employes,  2509 

Opium,  Smuggling  cf^  f.j  3256 
Defence  ; 

Australian  Navy,  address,  13 

Compulsory  Militiry  Training,  address,  14 

Dangers  to  be  Met,  address,  12 
Dreadnought,  Presentation  of,  address,  13 
Torpedo  Boat  Destroyers,  q.,  52 
Electoral   Bill,   recom.,  4009;  cant,  rnidts.. 

Hansard  typists,  suppty,  7143 

Immigratioh,  Encouragement  of,  address.  11, 

r5 

Immigration  Restriction  Act,  address.  la 
Invalid    and    Old-age    Pensions    Bill,  ««. 

(Asiatics),  20ot,  2006 
L.ind  Purchase,  Melbourne,  m.,  5097 
Land  Settlement,  address,  n, 
Land  Value  Taxation,  address,  ti,  1^ 
Ministry  : 

(Deakin),  Policy  of,  865 

(Fisher),  Policy  of,  address,  11 
New  Protection,  address.  21 
Old-age  Pensions,  address,  10 
Public   Service :    Pension   or  Superannuation 
'Fund,         5971,  7211 


Russell,  Senator  E.  }. — continued. 

Seamen's  Compensation  Bill,  c$m.  (Non- 
application),  2286 

Seat  of  Government  Acceptance  Bill,  com. 
(Scat  of  Government),  49^2 ;  Schedule,  5012 

Standing  Orders  :  Amendments  and  Additions, 
com.,  3209 

Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  cosn-t  schedule,  3428 

Trawler,  ntfplyt  aSao 

Watchmen^  Melbourne  Post  Office,   q.,  2068, 

White  Australia,  address,  li 

Woman  Suffrage,  sufpty,  7140;  adj.^  716S 

Anasall,  Senator  W.,  South  Australia: 
Address-in-Reply,  m.,  73 

Agricultural  Implement  Makers  and  Employes 
Union :  payment  of  legal  expenses,  supply, 
3428 

Appropriation  (Works  and  Buildings)  Bill, 
ccm.t  schedule,  (Postmaster-General),  2839 

Australian  Industries  Preservation  Bill,  oa. 
rep.,  1746 

Broken  Hill  Strike,  address,  73 

Bureau  of  Agriculture  Bill,  ait.,  4594;  earn. 
(Bureau),    5234 ;   q.,  7021 

Business,  Postponement  of,  m.,  5311 

Constitution  Alteration  (Finance)  Bill,  iik., 
6362.  [See  Financial  Relations,  Common- 
wealth and  States] 

Defence  : 

Dreadnought,  Presentation  of,  address,  75 
Government  (Fisher)  Policy,  address,  75 
Defence    Bill,    2it,,    5671 ;    com.  (Principlesf, 
5694;    (Canteen),   6625    (p.o.,  6629),  6799, 
(persons  liable  to  be  trained),  6712;  reeom., 
6799 

Electoral  Bill,  2B.,  3127 ;  (1^01.    (postal  vot- 
ing), 3443;  recam.,  4016 
Federal  Capital  Site,  q.,  305,  1369 
Financial  Relations,  Commonwealth  and  States, 
address,  7^.      [See  Constitution  Alteration 
(Finance)  Bill] 
High  Commissioner,  address,  7S;  q.,  24^4 
High  Commissioner  Bill,  as..  4143;  expl.,  430$ 
Immigration  Restriction  Act,  q.,  1472 
Invalid    and-  Old-age    Pensions    Bill,  com. 
(who  may  receive  pensions),  1979;  (Asiatics;, 
2073 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Penuons  Bill,  No.  2, 
21.,  394a 

Labour  party.  Reflections  on,  adj.,  369,  358 
Land  Settlement,  address,  76 
Land  Value  Taxation,  address,  76 
Ministry  : 

(Deakin),  Policy  of,  m.,  544 
Naval  Lcnn  Bill,  ait.,  6976 
New   Zealand   and   South   Africa ;  .  Customs 

Agreement,  q.,  7020 
Northern  Territory  Acceptance  Bill,  2K.,  6849 
Postmaster-General's  Department  ; 

Country  Services,  address,  7^ 

Telephone  Communication,  Kangaroo  Island, 
supply,  2839 
Public  Service  Bill,  2R.,  7043 
Seamen's  Compensation  Bill,  2R.,  i486;  einn. 

(Non-application),  2286 
Seat  of  Government  Bill,  sK.,  470^;  q.,  4898 
Standing  Orders  :  Amendments  and  Additions, 

com.,  3209 

Supplv  Bill   (No.   i),   com.  (Appropriation), 

6q4  ;  com.,  schedule,  776 
Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  ««OpIl?4i(Wf34a8 
Wine  and  FnittJ  9ftiftt^Ha,tWg^  420 
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Index  to  Speeches. 


Bfrlmgn,  Hon.  Dr.  0.  0.,  Lawiteoorit : 
Deakin  Ministry,  No-coofidence,  m.,  1113 
Dissent   from   Ruling  ;    Power    of  Private 
Member  to  increase   Charge  (Invalid  and 
Old-age    Pensions   Bill),    m.,    1436,  1444* 
»459 

Hansard,  Daily,  odj-t  468 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  aB.,  1341 ; 
com.  (who  may  receive  pendens),  Dissent 
from  Ruling,  1436,  1444,  1459  >  (Allowance 
to  Inmutes  ul  Asylums),  1598 

Old-age  Pensions,  1313 

Postmaster-General's  Department : 
Postal  Commission,  exfl.,  1416 
Telephone  Lines,  Undergrotinding,  273 

Speaker,  Election  of,  m.,  1706,  1715 

Tariff  Anomalies  and  Additional  Duties, 
1545 

Trawler,  Distribution  of  Fish,  iia 
See  RULINGS  [Subject  Index]. 

Sampsoii,  lb.  S.,  irin»ii«ra: 
Budget,  3500 

Constitution  Alteration  (Finance)  Bill,  inf., 
36^.  iSee  Financial  Relations,  Common- 
wealth and  States;  also  Premiers'  Confer- 
ence] 

Defeacc  : 

Compulsory  Training,  suffly,  2735 

Rifle  Clubs,  suffly,  2735 

Rifle  Ranges,  suffly,  2735  _ 

Defence  Bill,  com.  (persons  to  oe  trained) 
4764;  (Miliury  College)  4943,  4953    ^.  , 

Electoral  Bill,  com.  (horse  or  carriage  hire), 
6070 

Financial  Relations,  Commonwealth  and  States, 
Budget,  3500.  {.See  Constitution  Alteration 
(Finance)  Bill;  also  Premiers*  Conference] 

Land  Taxation,  suffly.  2501 

Ministry  : 
(Deakin),  No-oonfidence,  727 

Northern  Territory,  q.,  1525,  220t 

Northern  Territory  Acceptance  Bill,  3k.,  4303; 
(Obligations  ot  Commonwealth),  s8l3i 
recom.,  5929 

Postmaster-Graerars  Departmrat : 
Financial  policy,  sufpy,  3758 
Kellalac  Mail  Service,  exfl.,  783,  813 
Reorganization  of,  suffly,  2758 

Premiers'  Conference,  Budget,  2501.  [See  Con- 
stitution Alteration  (Finance)  Bill ;  als« 
Financial  Relations,  Commonwealth  and 
SUtes] 

Public    Works,   Expedition  and  Supervision, 

suffly,  7}07 
Seat  of   Government   Acceptance   Bill,  2R.. 

5189;  com.  (Commencement),  6396,  6398,6433; 

(Ratification  of  Agreement),  6464,  6467 
Supply  : 

Works  and  Buildings  (Defence),  2735 ;  (Post 

and  Telegraphs),  2758 
Home  Affairs  (Administrative  Staff),  7107 

Tariff  ; 

Anomalies  and  Additional  Duties,  m.  {exfl., 
r54S).  1788 

Sbtstb,  Senator  B.  X,  Queentland: 

Adjournment,  special,  m.,  1132 
Budget,  Delay  in  Submission,  sufflv,  684 
Bureau  of  Agriculture  Bill,  3R,,  5008 
Constitution   Alteration   (Finance)   Bill,  SK., 
6338 


Savers,  Senator  R.  J. — continued. 

Deakin  Ministry,  No-confldence,  adj.,  1132 
Defence   Bill,   com.   (Principles),    5763 ;  Can- 
teen), 6633 

Electoral   Bill,   com.    (postal   voting),  3861, 

3867;  recom.,  4017 
Hansard  Reprints,  m.,  2063 
Invalid   and   Old-age   Pensions    Bill,  com., 

(who  may  receive  pensions),  1994;  reegm. 

(Asiatics),  2161 
Northern  Territory  Acceptance  Bill,  n.,  6S06 
Post  and  Telegraph  (Recording  Machines)  Bill, 

com.  (Recording  Machines),  1383 
Postmaster-General's  Department : 

Postal    Commission,   q.,  306,   1368 ;  aii., 
5*89,  5*97 

Mail  Contract,  Queensland,  6937 

Mails,  Detention,  q,,  2055 
Public  Service  Bill,  2R.,  7056 
Printing  Committee,  m.,  2063 
SeameiTa  Compensation  Bill,  ai.,  1501;  C9m. 

(Non-application),  3383 
Seat   of   Government   Acceptance   Bill,  m., 

4796;  ««.,  schedule,  5023 
Supply  Bill,  Delay  in  Passing,  Dismissal  of 

Temporary  Emp£Dy£s,  suf-fiy^  781 
Sunnly  Bill  (No.  i),  iK,  684  ;  com.,  schedule. 

781 

Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  m.s.o.,  5506 
Trawler,  q.,  3352 


Sinclair,  Mr.  H.,  tlor^on: 

Australian  Industries  Preservation  Bill,  com. 

(Unfair  Concessitmi),  7270 
Budget,  2443 

Constitution  Alteration  (Finance)  Bill,  inf., 
4182 ;  com.  (expiration  of  bookkeeping 
clauses),  539t.  \See  Financial  Relations, 
Commonwealth  and  States;  also  Premiers' 
Conference] 

Financial  Relations,  Commonwealth  and  States. 

2442.    \_See  Constitution  Alteration  (Financel 

Bill ;  also  Premiers*  Conference] 
Invalid    and    Old-age    Pensions    Bill,  com. 

(Pensioners'  Board  and  lodging),  1399 
Land  Taxation,  -fiudget,  2444 
Loan  Policy,  Budget,  2442 
Newspaper  Misprint,  adj.,  2508 
Northern  Territory  Telegraph,  q.,  7236 
Northern    Territory    Acceptance    Bill,  com. 

(Obligations  of  Commonwealth),  5843 
Old-age  Pensions,  Budget,  2442,  2444;  q.,  3653 
Postmaster-General's  Department  j 

Country  Telephone  Exchanges,  suffly,  7185 

European  Mail,  Vancouver,  suffly,  7185 

Penny  Postage,  q.,  6631 

SouthpoTt  to  Tweed  Heads  Telephone  Line, 
suffly,  276r 

Telcf^rams,  Wording  of,  q.,  6631 

Telephones,  Queensland,  suffly^  2760 
Premiers'    Conference,  ■  Budget,    244a.  (See 

Constitution  Alteration  (Finance)  Bill ;  also 

Financial    Relations,    Commonwealth  and 

States) 
Supply  : 

Postmaster-General  (Central  Staff),  7185 
Works  and  Buildings  (Post  and  Telegraphs), 

2760 

Tariff  Effects  and  Anomalies,  q.,  1^24 
Vegetable  Diseases  Restriction,  adj.,  1953 
Waste  Paper,  parliamentary,  2^<3f@ 
Weather  Forecasts,  q.,  1787  O 


May  26  to  Jecwnfty  8, 1909. 
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Smltli,  Hon.  Braoeb  K.a,  Varket: 

Budget,  m.,  3575,  280S,  3809 

Coinage  Bill,  com.  (legal  tender),  2306,  aaii 

Coias,  New,  2199 

Constitatum  Alteration  (Finance)  Bill,  fn/., 
^744;  com.  (expiration  of  section  87},  5^50; 
(expiration  of  bookkeeping  clauses),  5378, 
5S45  >  S-i  7^0Q.  [See  Financial  Relations, 
Comraonwealtn  and  States;  alse  Premiers 
Conference] 

Defence  : 
Cadet  Uniforms,  q.,  4957  - 
Ministerial  Policy,  Statements  by  Honorary 
Minister,  q.,  178a;  Budget,  3577 

Defence  Bill,  cem.^  (persons  to  be  tiaiaed] 
4764;  (cigarettes),  5001 

Electoral  Divisions,    Western  Australia, 
6179 

Federal  Capital,  q.,  1900 

Financial  Relations,  Commonwealth  and  States, 
Budget,  »S7Sf  a8o8,  2809;  q.,  3333  j  adf., 
7309.  [See  Constitubon  Alteration  (Finance) 
Bill;  alto  Premiers'  Conference] 

Governor-General :   Reported   Retirement,  g., 

,  305 » 

HigD  Commissioner  Bill,  as.,  3083 

Invalid    and    Old-age    Pensions   Bill,  cent 

amdtt.  (Asiatics),  3241 
Library  Committee,  m.,  3011 
Loon  Policy,  Budget.  2575 
Marine   Insurance   Bill,   com.    (voyage  and 

time  policies),  4187 
Murray  and  Mnmimbidgee,  Water  Rights,  q., 

66,^1 
Ministry  : 

(Deafcin),  No-Confidence,  m..  exfl.,  1302 
Northern  Territory  Acceptance  Bill,  as.,  4331 ; 

recom.y  was;  exfl.,  6141 
Northern  Territory,  Map  of  Railway  Route, 

q.,  2201 

Postmaster-General's  Department ! 
Telegraph  Rates,  jr.,  5335 
Telephone  Poles,  Composite,  q,,  7171 

Premiers'  CcnfercBce,  Budget,  2575.  [See 
Constitution  Alteration  (Finance)  Bill;  alio 
Financial  Relations,  Commonwealdi  and 
States] 

Printing  Committee,        f,a.^  6117 

Supply  : 

Works  and  Buildings  (Home  Affairs),  S589 

Tariff  : 

Anomalies  and  Additional  Duties,  1703 
Permanent  Board,  m.,  3673 

Telegraph  (Emergency)  Bill,  2E.,  1949;  earn. 

(dennition),  4400,  4401 
Trawler,  tuffly,  3589 

Qpence,  Hon.  W.  HaiUng: 

Adjournment,  Special,  m.,  2335 
Advertising  Australia,  suf-fiyy  607 
Bills  of   Exchange   Bill,  com.  (Inchoate  In- 
struments), 6643 
Budget,  m.,  2873 

Bniiget,  Drlay  in  Submission,  supfly,  ^r>o 
Business,  Private  Members',  m.,  3495 ' 
Coal  StrikCj  tuffly,  7083 
Coinage    Bill,    earn,    (legal    tender),  3309; 

(powers  of  Governor-General),  2221 
Conciliation  and  Arbitration   (Parts  II.  and 

III.)   Bill,    com.    (repeal  of   section  59), 

7248 


Spence,  Hon.  W.  G.— continued. 

Constitution  Alteration  (Finance)  Bill,  int., 
3696;  (expiration  of  bookkeepmg  clauses), 
5346-  [See  Financial  Relations,  Common- 
wealth and  Sutea;  alto  Premiers'  Con- 
ference] 

Contract  Immigrants,  adj.,  864 

Defence  Bill  falling  out  of  reserves),  4749, 

Dissent  from  Ruling,  power  of  Private  Mem- 
ber  to  mcrease  chuge  (Invalid  and  Old- 
age  Pensions  Bill),  m.,  1436.  1457.  1601  ; 
Closure  (Supply,  formal),  m.,  3585 

Electoral  Divisions,  Western  Australia,  M.,6185 

Electoral  Bill,  aB.,  5183,  5457;  com.  (disturb- 
ing meetmgs),  6280;  (obstruction  at  booths), 
to9.5;  (Deposit),  6303;  (Divisions),  6305; 
(hire  of  vehicles),  6384  J  5. 

Financial  Relations,  Commonwealth  and  States, 
Budget,  2873.  [See  Constitution  Alteration 
(Fmance)  Bill;  also  Premiers'  Conference] 

Hansard  : 

Reporters'  Salaries,  suffly,  2895,  3896 
Reprints,  m.,  1716,  2103 

High  Commissioner  Bill,  xai.,  3071  j  com  (High 
Commissioner),  3185;  (salary),  3566;  cont. 
amdtt.,  6485 

Immigration  :  Encouragement  of,  suffly,  607 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  aa.,  1355; 
com.  (who  may  receive  pensions),  (dissent 
from  Rulmg,  1436,  1457),  1569;  (term  of 
residence),  1578;  (continuous  residence). 
1583 ;  (allowance  to  inmates  of  asylums), 
dissent  from  Ruling,  1601 ;  cent,  amdtt. 
(Asiatics),  2234,  2346 

Library,  Works  of  Fiction,  suffly^  3898 

Loan  Policy,  Budget,  2873 

Ministry  : 
(Deakin),  No*confidence,  m.,  710 

Monopolies,  Federal  Control,  m.,  2665 

Museum,  Commonwealth,  suffly,  2901 

Naval  Loan  Bill,  sr.,  6757:  com.  (date  for 
redemption),  6907 ;  (taxation  by  States), 
6q2o;   (referendtim),  6021 

Nortlicm  Territory  Acceptance  Bill,  aa.,  4a«; 
com.  (definition),  4678  ^""^ 

Officers*  Compensation  Bill,  ai.,  7357 

Old-age  Pensions,  adj.,  3514 

Patents  Bill  com.  (patents  b*  employ^),  7016 

Postmaster-Gcneral's  Department : 
Female  Cleaners,  Sydney,  q.,  7171 
Line  Repairers,  payment  of,  suffly,  3696 

Premiers'  Conference,  Special  Adjournment. 
I^;  «.„f*^*'    Constitution  Alteration 

(Finance)  Bill;  also  Financial  Relations. 
Commonwealth  and  States] 

Printing  Committee,  m.,  3103 

Public  Service  Bill,  as.,  657a 

Re-votes,  suffly,  2594 

beat   of   Government   Acceptance   Bill,  com 

(proclamation),  5207 
Sitting  Days,  Additional,  m  6874 
Speaker  Salmon,  Mr.,  Election  of,  m.,  1706 

Supply  : 

Attorney-General    (Secretary's  office),  7082 
Parliament    (Senate)    3893;  (Parliamentary 
Reporting  Staff).  2896;  House  of  Repr<s 
sentatives),  3895 ;  (Library),  2808,  2901 
Works  and  Buildings  (Home  Affairs),  3594 
Supply  Bill  (No.  I),         ,00  ;  com.  (External 

A.ffairs),  607  I 
Trade  Mark  Ca»es,[^iji^ya^OOgle 
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Index  to  speeches. 


8t0wait«  Boiatorr  Hon.  Z.  0^  Queetulond: 

Addies*>in-Reply,  m.,  104 
AdjouTDineQts,  Special,   m.,   1138,  3473 
Advertising  Australia,  rufplv,  6qq 
Agricoltuial    Implement    Maker»  Employj& 

Union  :  Payment  of  Legal  Expenses,  adj., 

4620 

AppropriatioD   Bill,   Delay   in  Presentation, 

sufpy,  783;  earn..  First  Schedule,  7142 
Appropriation   (Works  and   Buildings)  Bill, 

com..  Schedule  (Home  A£Fairs),  3819 
Australian  Indiutrics  FreserratioB  Bill,  2E., 

m.,  1370;  com.,  (unfair  concessions),  1653, 

1654;  3"-.  '861 
Budget,  Delay  in  Submission,  lufply,  696 ; 

Buiiaess,  Slate  of*  adj.,  3293;  postptmement 

Compound  Gauge  Ciossing,  m.  {f.o.,  1505), 
1509 

Constitution  Alteration  (Finance)  Bill,  as., 
6113,  6199;  com.  (expiration  of  bookkeeping 
period),  6438;  3B.,  6589.  [See  Financial 
Relations,  Commonwealth  and  States;  also 
Premiers'  Confereice] 

Constitution  Alteration  (State  Debto)  Bill,  aB., 
6510 

Debate,  Limitation  of,  m.y  2381 
Defence  : 
Bluett,  Charles,  Application,  q.,  5096 
Increased  Population  Necessary,  address,  108 
Defence  Bill,  ecm.  (principles),  5747 
Dissent  from  Ruling ;  Not  in  order,  on  High 
Commissioner  Bill,  to  debate  Position  of 
Affairs  in  New  Zealand,  m.,  4513 
Elections,  Date  of,  q.,  5746 
Electoral  Bill,  as.,  3139;  com.  (claim  for  en- 
rolment), 3333;    Application  for  transfer), 


3335;  (posUl  voting),  3448 
ederal 


Federal  Capital  Site,  address,  tii;  Budget^ 
2542.  [See  Seat  of  Government  Acceptance 
Bill] 

Financial  Relationi,  Commonwealth  and  States, 

address,  107;  Budget,   3531,  3543.  [Set 

Constitution  Alteration  (Finance)  Bill;  also 

Premiers'  Conference] 
High  Commissioner,  address,  ill 
High    Commissioner    Bill,    2R.,    4155;  e«m., 

(High  Commissioner),  4331  j  ai  ref.t  4500; 

(dissent     from    ruling,    m.,    45ia>,    4510 ; 

tons.  mes,f  6700 
High  Court  Judges,  Remuneration,  address, 

107 

Tmmii^atton,  Encouragement  of,  address,  108 

Imperial  Defence  Conference,  q.^  1367 

Income  Tax,  address,  107 

Inter-State  Commissim  Bill,  q..  2372 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill  (Asiatics), 
2074,  2077;  (deduction  on  accoumt  of  pro- 
perty), 2070;  finmate:.  of  asylums),  2085; 
recom.,  2148;  (Asiatics),  2160,  2174 

Land  Value  Taxation,  address,  107,  108  ;  suf- 
fly,  668,  670,  674 ;  Budget,  2534 

Loan  Policy,  Budget^  253a 

Uintstry  : 

(Deakin),  Policy  of,  supply,  66";;  No-Con- 
fidtnre  Motion,  adj.,  iiiS 
Navi»l  Loan  Bill,  2R.,  6952;  com.  (Power  to 

raise  h^an),  7023 
New   Protection,  address,   Tti;   supply,  673; 

fffi;.,  2^;a,  2170 
Northern  Territory  Acceptance  Bill,  28.,  6844 
Norlhcrn  leruuny.  address,  no;  Hudgfi,  2540 
Old-age  Pensions  Appropriation  Bill,  at.,  r836 


Stewart,  Senator  Hott.  J.  C. — eontinued. 
Old-age  Pensions,  address,  106;  Budget,  3532 
Population,  Commonwealth,  suffly,  669 
Post  and  Telegraph  Bill,  com,  (recording  mi- 

chines),  138a,  1389;  (tamperinfi  with  ds- 

chines),  09i,  3368 
Postmaster-General's  Department : 

Country  Services,  address,  106 ;  Selby,  H. 


J.>  Case  of,  g.,  1728 
Fines  for  MisUkes,  supply,  343a,  4314;  f., 


Sal  aries,  Postal  Assistants,  q.,  1738 
Telephone  Charges,  supply,  431a 
Premiers'    Conference,    special  adjouramesi, 
«•>  3473;  Budget,  2531,  3543.    [See  Coniti- 
tution  Alteration  (Finance)  Bill;  oTw  Fint- 
cial  Relations,  Commonlrealtb  and  Statci} 
Printing  Committee,  sn.,  1043,  3058 
Public  Service ; 
Grading  of  Officers,  supply,  5525 
Minimum  Wage,  supply,  5521,  552a 
Temporary   Employes,   m.,   3058;  affflj, 
43»3.  55«»  55" 
Public  Service  Bill,  aL,  7043;  Salaries  lad 

Increments,  General  Division,  m.,  7053 
Seamen's  Compensation  Bill,  3R.,  1495;  ttt-, 

Schedule,  3016,  3115 
Seat   of   Government   Acceptance   Bill,  Jt, 
4714;   com,.   Schedule,   5010,    5019,  jou, 
5035,  5036.   [S€€  Federal  Capital  SiU} 
Senate  Chamber,  Heating  of,  supply,  699 
Senators'  Papers,  Accommodation,  supply, 
Speeches,  Time  limit  to,  m.,  1315 
Standing  Orders  :  Amendments  and  AdditiiKS, 

eem.,  3202,  3207,  3211,  3308,  3315 
Supply  Bill,  Delay  in  Passing,  Dismisul  of 

Temporary  Employes,  sufply,  779;  31^ 
Supply  Bill  (No.  ij,  II,  665  ;  torn.  (Appw- 

pnation|,  605;  sekedtdt,  699,  779 
Supply  Bill  (No.  a),  com.,  Schedale,  3431 
Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  SR.,  4311 
Supply   Bill    (No.  4),    m.s.e^  55811;  <#«.. 

Schedule,  55081  5521,  5S»«  N 
Tariff,  address,  105-6,  loft;  tutfi\  W^,  670, 


43" 


Transcontinental  Railway,  addresit  iia  '  ,  I 
Trawler,  suffly,  3819  J 
White  Australia  Policy,  supply,  670,  67a 


St.  ledger.  Senator  A.  J.  J.,  Queensland: 

Adjournment,  Special,  m.,  237 
Advertising  Australia,  Buiigei,  2555 
Agricultural    Implement   Makers  Etnplovfr 

Union  :  payment  of  legal  expenses,  g  -,Ioc 

supply,  7154 
Appropriation  Bill,  com..  Second  Schedule 

(Attorney-General),  7154 
Australian    Industries   PreservatioD    Bill  2R 

1623;    com.    (Unfair    concessions),  *i6i:c 

adf.  rep.,  1739 
Australian     Sotialism:     Professor  Man* 

s^tfiy,  4316 

Bills  of  Exchange  Bill,  cons,  amdtj.. 
Budget,  m.,  25^0 
Bureau  of  Aj^ricuHure  Bill,  as.,   coaS  - 
(Bureau),  5234  ' 
Business,  State  of,  adj.,  337 


?"5 


Captain  Cook,  Logs  and  Journals,  m  ■aorf 
Coinage  Bill,  3R.,  2705 

Compound  Gauge  Railway  Crossing,  aoi 
Conciliation  and  Arbitration  (Parts   Tf*  « 
III.)  Bill.  <wpH,^«tf*j^©gtSioo>;  ae" 
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St  Ledger,  Saoator  A.  J.  }j—€OiUiim£d, 

ConsUtatioo  Alteration  (Fiatnce)  Bill,  tt., 
6ai5>  [See  Financial  Relationi^  ComiDtm- 
wealthand  States:  af/^  Piemiexs*  Conference] 

CoQstitution  Alteration  (States  Debts)  Billttt., 

Count-out,  adj.f  1053 

Deakin  Goremmeat,  Defcftce  Policy^  Budget. 

Defence  Bill,  2K.,  5431,  5526 ;  com.  (Prin. 
ciplei),  5694;  {f.o.,  5752);  (Cadets),  5887; 
(Horses),  6613;  (persons  liable  to  be 
trained),  6711;  {Military  College),  6717 

Dissent  from  Ruling  :  Seat  of  Government 
Bill  (iQstructtons  to  Committee),  m.,  4904 

Electoral  Bill,  M.,  3130;  com.  (claim  for  en- 
lolment),  t  (diange  to  another  polling 
place),  3336;  (time  for  making  application 
to  change),  3337;  (postal  voting),  3441,  M45, 
3™7>  38(»8;  recom.,  4010;  com.  amdts.^  6531 

Expenditure,  Federal,    Growth    of,  Budget^ 

«  ^553-4 

Financial  Relations,  Commonwealth  and  States, 
Budget.  3551;  q.,  4124;  loan  redemption, 
9-,  4415*  iSee  Constitution  Alteration 
[Finance  and  State  DebU)  Bills;  alto  Pre- 
miers* Conference] 

High    Commiisicmer    Bill,   as.,  4030 ;  com. 

(High  Commiwioner),  4330,  4333;  ad.  ref.^ 

4507 ;  eons,  met.,  6696,  6600 
Immigration  : 

Contract  Immigrants,  q.^  1471,  ao68 

Eaconragemcat  of,  suffty^  664;  Bmdget, 

Filippino  Cigar  Makers,  g.,  ao68 
Industrial  Disputes,  m.,  1040;  g.,  ^yox 
Invalid    and    Old-age    Pensions   BiU,  torn. 

(who  may  receive  pensions),  1977, 

recom.,  3156  (Asiatics),  3170 
Labour  Party's  Pledge,  exf/.,  2006 
Land  Settlement :   Victorian   Irrigable  Areas, 

f-.  4701 

Land  Value  Tasation,  Budget,  3550,  3555 
Loan  Policy,  Budget,  2550 
Manapoun,  s.s..  State  Subsidy  to,  g.,  4134 
Marine  Insurance  Bill,  3B.,  4735 
Ministry  : 

(Deakin),  Policy  of,  m.,  974  j  adj.,  105a 

Naval  Loan  Bill,  com.  (power  to  raise  loan), 
7023;  (issue  of  inscribed  stock),  7035 

Northern  Territory  Acceptance  Bill,  xk..  6731 

Old-age  Pensions  Appropriation  Bill,  as., 
184a,  com.  (Appropriatiba),  1851 

Old-age  Pensions,  exfl.^  aoo6 

Patents  Bill,  ai.,  3377;  m.^  a6i8 

Postal  Commission,  odj,,  5391 

Post  and  Telegraph  (Recording  Machines)  Bill, 
com.  (tampering  with  machines),  aaSS 

Premiers'  Conference,  3551.  [See  Con- 

stitution Alteration  (Finance)  Bill ;  also 
Financiil  Relations,  Commonwealth  and 
Slates] 

Press  Cable  Committee,  m.,  6120;  Ptivilege, 
m.,  6458 

Price,  Hon.  Thomas,  death  of,  330 
Printing  Committee,  w.,  2064 

Public  Service  :  Minimum  Wage,  suffly,  5515 

Seamen's  Compensation  Bill,  sB.,  14^3;  com. 
(Non-application),  3380;  (Contractmg  out), 
340a 


St.  Ledger,  Senator  A.  J.  J.—totOimiMi. 

Seat  of  Government  Acceptance  Bill,  as.> 
4711;  com.  (Customs  duties),  5007;  schedule, 
5010,  5034 

Speeches,  Time  limit  to,  m.,  1518 

Supply  Bill  (Mo.  i),  iR.,  664 

Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  com..  Schedule,  4316 

Siwply  Bill  (No.  4),  «■.!.«.,  ^506:  eom.. 
Schedule,  5515 


Btomr,  Mr.  D«  Bom; 

Adjournment,  Special,  n.,  357,  fi6o 

Ballot-boxes,  g.,  4849 

Budget,  delay  in  submission,  suffty,  504 

Business,  Private  Members',  m.,  3473;  Con- 
duct of,  adj.,  3505 

Coinage  Bill,  com.  (Powers  of  Governor - 
General)^  2224 

Coinage,  Silver,  q.,  1302 

Commonwealth  Property  :  Municipal  Taxation, 

M.,  1803 

Constitution  Alteration  (Finance)  Bill,  int., 
3848;  com.  (Expiration  of  bookkeeping 
clauses),  exft.,  503a.  [See  Premiers'  Con- 
ference] 

Debates,  Interruption  of,  adj.,  4651 
Defence  : 

Rifle  Clubs,  suffly,  3393 

Rifle  Ranges,  y.,  5454 
Defence  Bill,  com.    (Citizen  Forces),  4686; 

(Military  College),  (^.(}.,  4898),  4950^ 

(Canteens),  '>    recom.  (Examinations), 

5083 ;  eons  amdts.,  6999,  700s 
Electoral  Bill,  3R.,  5472:  torn,  (Horse  or  Car- 

riaga   Hire)    6071 ;   (Disturbing  \feetings), 

6386.  (Obstruction  at  Booths),  6296 
Hansard  Reprints,        ai2t,  3124 
High  Commissioner  Bill,  com.  (appointment), 

3189;  (may  act  for  States),  3560  j  (salary), 

356s 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  BiU,  com. 
(naturalized  subjects),  1576;  (term  of  resi< 
dence),  l^8o;  (allowance  to  inmalen  of 
asylums),  f.o.,  1598;  eons,  amdtt.,  (Asiatics), 
aaii.  a338 

Livalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  (Income)  Bill, 
int..  6373;  e.''m.  (Detioition  of  "income-"), 
6378 

Late  Sittings :  Suppers  and  cabs,  adj.,  1297 
Library  Committee,  m.,  aoti 
Melbourne  Cup,  adj.^  ji6o 

Ministry  ; 
(Deakin),  Position  of,  adj.,  257 
No<Conlidence,  m.,  irsS 
Pairs,  adj.,  1397,  1736 
(Fisher),  Position  of,  adj.,  144 
Naval  Loan  BiP,  3S.,  6763 
Northern  Territory  Acceptance  Bill,  recom., 
SIM 

Old-age  Pensions,  smffly,  504,  530,  3391 

Petitions,  Printing  of,  m.,  1060 

Postmaster-General's  Department : 
New  Works,  euf^y^  3745)  3*70 
Postal  Commisiioo,  adj.,  5434 
Tasmanian  Mail  Service,  smffly,  339a 
Telephone  Instruments,  4850 
Wireleu    telegraph,    King    and  Flinders 
Islandii,  f.,  372,  1430;  mail  service,  tufi- 
fly,  339* 

Postal  Notes  and  Money  Orders,  Banking 
Potato'Siight.'i.I  «d99^,Ai^/Gti)0§tC  465* 


Iviii 


Jfttkx  to  J^peeekea. 


Storrer,  Mr.  D. — <»ntiMud. 

Premiers'  Conference,  m.,  3146.    [5»  Cooiti- 

tutioD  Alteration  (Finance)  Bill] 
Printing  Committee,  m:,  1060,  3iat 
Quarantine  of  Stock,  adj.,  1950 
Quarantine  Stations,  juffly,  359a 
Seat  of   Government   Acceptance    Bill,  3S., 

5300;    ecm.    (commencement),   5204,  6414; 

(ratification  01  agreemeat),  ti4lS8i  3K.,  6478 
Speaker  Salmon,  Mr.,  Election  of,  w.,  1679 
Supply  : 

Works  and  Buildings  (Home  Affairs),  2589, 
3593;  (Post  and  Telegrapbs),  3746,  3701 
Supply  Bill  (No.  i),  int.,  504;  m.,  530 
Supply  Bill,  (No.  3),  m.,  3391 
Tariff  Anomalies  and  Additional  Duties,  m., 

'547  , 
Trawler,  supply,  3589 

Story,  Senator  W.       South  Amtralia: 

Adjournment,  Special,  m.,  3480 
Agricultural    Implement    Makers'  Employ^ 
Union,  payment  oi  legal  expenses,  supply. 

Appropriation   Bill,    com..   Second  Schedule 

(Attorney -General),  7155 
Bureau  of  Agriculture  Bill,  3R.,  5098 
Defence  : 

Military  Office,  Adelaide,  supfly.  764 

Rifle  Clubs,  South  Australia,  supply,  764 
Defence  Bill,  eom.  (Principals),  5701 ;  (Horsfs), 

5^94,  6609,  6616 
Electoral  Bill*  reeom.,  4013 
Invalid   Old-age   Pensions   Bill,   cam.  (who 

may  receive  pensions),  1979 
Northen  Territory  Acceptance  Bill,  2R.,  6853 ; 

com.  (Ratification),  6859 ;  g.,  7020 
Old-age  Pensions,  j.,  3914,  4008,  4134;  adj., 

4116 

FTcmiers*   C<mfetence,   special  adjournment, 

M.}  3480 

Press  Cable  Service,  m.,  4835 

Press  Reports,  Privilege,  4.9. ,  7019,  7020 

Seamen's  Compensation  Bill,  as.,  1499;  f.9,, 

1501  ■  com.  (definitions),  3373 
Seat  of  Government  Bill,  3K.,  4708 
Supply  Bill,   delay  in  passage,  dismissal  of 

temporary  employes,  supply,  778 

Supply  Bill  (No.  i),  com..  Schedule,  763,  778 
Telephone  Exchange,  Adelaide,  y,,  53,  306, 
1369,  1636;  supply,  778 


Srmon,  Senator  Hon.  Sir  J.  KOJCG^ 
KX).,  South  Atatnaia: 

Adjournment,  Special,  m.,  3460 

Australian  Industries  Preserration  Bill,  com. 

(unfair  concessions),   1644;  ai.  ref.,  1730 
Bureau  of  Agriculture  Bill,  com.  (Bureau), 

5320 

Business:  Extra  Sitting  Days,  m.,  6694 
Captain  Cook,  Logs  and  Journals,  m.,  3936, 
^3938.  4503 

Constitution  Alteration  (Finance)  Bill,  2E., 
SQ?? ;  w.  (Expiration  of  bookkeeping 
period),  6435,  643a,  6451.  lSe€  Premier? 
Conference] 

Defence  : 
Cadets,  training  of,  suff'Iy,  684 
Coastal  Defence,  lufply,  766,  768 
Discipline,  interventian  of  Parliament,  su* 


SymoQ,  Senator  Hon.  Sir  J.  H.,  K.C.il.G., 
K.C.— continued. 

Otitae^— continued. 

Equipment,  supply,  j66 

Land  Forces,  state  of,  supply,  766 

MacDonnell,  Private,  supply,  705 

Officer,  military,  charge  against,  suffiy,  765 

Officers,  shortage  of,  supply^  767 

Storekeeper  Cntten,  supply,  7(55 
Defence  Bill,  recom.  (Canteen),  6802 
Dissent  from  Ruling :   Seat  of  Govenunes! 

Bill  (instmctioni  to  Committee),   m.,  4903 

Hi|^  Commisflioner  Bill,   2s.,   4x50 1  e*m. 

(Office  in  Public  Companies),  4416,  4417; 

eons,  mes.,  6695,  6697,  6703 
Invalid   and    Old-age    Pensions    Bill,  rtfgs. 

(who  may  receive  pensions),  1077 
Marine   Insurance   Bill,   eom.   (n  agerung  « 

gaming  contracts),  5236 
Ministry  : 

(Deakin),  Policy  of,  m.,  878 

No-Confidence  Motions  and    Supply  Bills, 
supply,  683 
Northern  Territory,  q.,  3914,  4roo 
Northern  Territory  Acceptance  Bill,  aa.,  6S10 
Patents  Bill,  m.,  2615;  eom.  (costs),  3619; 

(lapsed  patents),  2619;  (fees),  3633,  3624, 

2635 

Penny  Postage,  j.,  4503.  4789 

PremicTs'  Conference,   Special  Adjournment, 

m.,    2460.      [See    Constitution  Atterati<» 

(Finance)  Bill] 
Press  Cable  Committee,  m.,  6319 
Seat   of   GoTcmment   Aeceptance    Bill,  at., 

4421;  eom.  (repeal),  4910;  (ratification),  4011 
Senate,  Calls  of,  p.o.,  6i;83 
Speaker  Holder,  Mr.,  Death  of,  sm.,  1633: 

message,  o^s.  re.,  1730 
Supply  Bill  (No.  i),  IE.,  683;  com..  Schedule. 

764 

Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  m.s.e.,  5503 


Thomas,  Hon.  X,  Barrier: 

Adjournment,  Special,  m.,  2350,  3406,  5154 
Australian  Industries  Preservation   Bill,  2t.. 
7360 

Business,  Order  of,  adj.,  2351 

Constitution  Alteration  (Finance)  Bill,  ad- 
f'f-t  5731-    l.Ste  Premiers'  Conference] 

Defence  : 
Ammunition  Factory,  supply,  7178 

Defence  Bill,  eons,  emdts.,  6997,  7001 

Electoral  Divisions,  Western  Australia,  m.,  6167 

Electoral  Bill,  ss.,  5473;  eom.  (Amendment 
of  section  148),  6067 ;  (Horse  or  Carriage 
Hire),  6069,  6071 ;  (Hire  of  Halls),  6075. 
6138;  (Disturbing  Meetings),  6291;  reetm., 
6379;  (Horse  or  Carriage  Hire),  6381 

Forrest,  Sir  John,  fxpl.,  ^1 

High  Commissioner  Bill,  com.  (salary),  3564: 
359*:    3B->    3630;    eons,  amdis.,  6483, 

6638 

House  Call  Bells,  q.,  3573 

Invalid    and    Old-age    Pensions    Bill,  com 

(term  of  residence),  1577,  1578 
Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  (Income)  Bill, 

'«'■.  6373;  P.O.,  6375,  6376 
Melbourne  Cup,  adj.,  5154 
Members,  Attendance  of,  q.,  5238 
Ministry  ; 

(Deakin).  N^.,Cj,n^.|e,@^50gfe 
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Thomas,  Hon.  J.— continued. 

Naval  Loan  Bill,  int.,  6554;  com.  (rcfexea- 

dum),  6921 
New  Protection,  g.,  6537 
Officers*  Compensation  Bill,  2B.,  7358 

ratent  Medicines,  g.,  6142,  6535 
Pwt  and  Telegraph  (Recording  Machines)  Bill, 
4404 

Postmaster-General's  Department : 
Rendigo  Telephone  Eichange,  a..  7170,  7aw» 
Pacific  Cable;  suffty,  719,  '  * '  ' 
Scott,  Sir  Robert,  tuffly,  jtjg 
Telephones  in  Hotels,  y.,  5153,  5185 
ieiep&oaes,  Actuarial  Inquiry,  p.,  iiii.Aeei, 
6536.  7m8,  «29;  supply,  'jA  • 
Telephone  Calls,  Cost  of    Recording,  9., 

Telephone  Rates,  j.,  271,  ,31, ;  tuffly.  489, 
^  7/79.  7'8».  7'83.  7190.  7282  '  ^ 

Te  ephones,  Expenses  of  Working,  q.,  1311 
Telephone  Regulattonj,  a.,  giSs 
Untforms,  Postal,  y.,  19^3 
Premiers*  Conference,  Special  Adjournment. 

Tv\  f-^"  Constitution  Alteration 

(Finance)  Bill] 

Pnblic  Service  Bill,  tant.  awtdtt.,  7253 

Speaker  Salmon.  Mr.,  Election  of,  ■»..  1710 
Supply  : 

Defence    (Rifle    Clubs    and  Associations). 
7178 

Postmaster-General   (Central    Staff),  7170. 
7*9°.  7»9r  '  ' 

Supply  Bill  (No.  I),  int.,  489 
Supplementaiy  Estimates : 

The  Parliament,  7282 
Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  a».,  6922;  ecm.  (Capi- 

tation  debit  to  the  Slate^;   Uzji  msV 

Telegraph  Emergener  Bill,  «.  440a 

Tbxmaan,  Hon.  Dngald,  North  Sydney: 

Australian  Industries  Preservation  Bill,  com. 

(Unfair  Concessions),  7269 
Bills  of  Exchange  Bill,  com.  (parts),  aoej 
Closnre,  the^  adj.,  3102 

Coinage    Bill,    com.    (Treasurer    may  issue 

corns),  2184;  (legal  tender),  2209;  (powers 

of  Governor- General),  2226 
Constitution   Alteration   (Finance)   Bill,  int., 

3775 ;     torn,    (expiration    of  bookkeeping 

sections),  5574 
Defence   Hill,  com.  (calling  out  of  reserves), 

4750;  (Military  College),  4889.  49S3.  4965; 

(Canteens).  49^9;  (CigWtSTsoSi  reSi! 

(Examinations),  $cijj 
Electoral  Divisions,  Western  Australia,  6171 
Electoral  BUI,  earn.  (Hire  of  Halls),  6078. 

6125;  recam.  (Hire  of  Vehicles),  638a 
High  Commissioner  Bitl,  earn,  (salary),  3569 
Invalid    and    Old  age    Pensions  Bill, 

amdts.  (Asiatics),  2228,  2237,  2239 
Library  Committee,  m.,  2013 
Marine  Insurance  Bill,  com.,  (right  of  subro- 
gation), 4i8q;  (slips  or  covering  note),  4191 
Northern    Territory    Acceptance    Bill,  at., 

4349!  tern,   (definition),  4633,  4661;  (obli. 

gations  of  Commonwealth),  c8io,  5831 
Pairs,  adj.,  1725 

Seat  of  Government  Acceptance  Bill,  ram.. 
Schedule,  6476 


Xbinnioiit  lb.  Jfiha^  Cowper: 

Australia,  Official  Map  oft  j.,  1785 

Chambers  of  Commerce  Conference,  q.,  1784 

Defence  Bill,  com.,  (Canteens).  49S4 

FJectoral  Bill,  2B.,  5466 

Iron  Bounty,  q.,  3458 

Old-age  Pensions,       3657,  3808 

Poll  Clerics,  q.,  4070 

Postmaster-General's  Department : 
Grading  of  Officers,  q.,  5711 
Postal  Inspectoral  suffly,  7189 
Properties,  Purchase  of,  suffly,  7189 
Semi-Official  Offices,       4850,  7190 
T^^aph  Line,  Sytuiey  to  Brisbane,  f.. 

Telegraph   and  Telephone   Lines,  erection 
of,  New  South  Wales,  q.,  A454,  6993,  7230 
Telephone     and     Telegraphic  Extensions, 

SMffy,  ays;  q.,  4850 
Telephone  Exchange,  Dorrigo,  q.,  3961 
Telephone  Guaranteei,  3961 
Small  Arms  Factoiy,  suffly,  7179 
Supply  : 

Defence  (Rifle  Clubs  and  Associations,  Tas* 

mania),  7r79 
Postmaster-General  (Central  Staff),  7189 
Works  and  Buildings  (Home  Affairs),  2588; 
(Post  and  Telegraphs),  2755 
Trawler,  suffly,  258S 


Xnowltb,  Senator  Xm.  W.  A.,  Viotoria: 

Asricnltural  Implement  Makers  Employ^ 
Union,  payment  of  legal  expenses,  m.,2939; 

Appropriation    Bill,    ecm.,    second  schedule 

(Attorney-General',  71  (;i 
Australian  Industries  Preservation  Bill,  eomt. 

amdts.,  7222,  7223 
Coal  Strike,  adj.,  7133 

Constitution  Alteration    (Finance)    Bill,  aK., 

623^;    com,    (expiration    of  bookkeeping 

penod),  6437,  6451 
Constitution  Alteration  (Industrial  Conditions) 

Bill,  ri.,  3914;  2E.,  ,5319,  S3»8 
Defence  Bill,  com.  (principles),  Dissent  from 

Rnling,  m.,  5755;  (cadeU).  5889;  (married 

men),  6707  ;  (persons  liable  to  be  trained), 

6713 ;   (Military   College),  6717 
Dissent  from  Ruling  : 

High  Commissioner  Bill,  not  in  order  to  de- 
rate position  of  affairs  in  New  Zealand, 
«»..  4$»5 

Instruction  to  Committee  (Seat  of  Govern- 
ment Acceptance  Bill),  m.,  4005 
Relevancy  of  Amendment  (Defence  Bill), 

Electoral  Bill,  cam.  (claim  for  enrolment), 
13>4 

High  Commissioner  Bill,  ad.  rtf.^  dissent 
from  rulioe,  m.,  4515;  cent,  mts.,  6697 

luTalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  com.  (who 
may  receive  pensions),  1994  (expl.,  1997), 
19^,  2003;  (inmates  of  asylums),  2089;  rt- 
com.  (Asiatics),  2164 

Lighthouses  Bill,  as.,  m.,  1379 

Hinistiy  : 
(Deakin),  Policy  of,  m.,  571 

New  Protection,  adj.,  2365 

Northern    Territory    AccepUoce   Bill,  aB., 
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Tredwith,  Senator  Hon.  W,  A. — continued. 

Old-age  Pensions,  adj.,  4113 

Post  and  Telegraph  (Recording  Machines)  BUI, 
com.  (tampering  with  machines),  3369 

Press  Cable  Service,  w.,  4826;  Select  Com- 
mittee, privilege,  m.,  6499 

Printing  Committee,  m.,  1044 

Seameirs  Compensation  Bill,  3R.,  14S8;  com. 
(contracting  oat),  3001 ;  schedule,  3014 

Seat  of  Government  Acceptance  Bill,  com, 
(Seat  of  Government),  4923 

Standing  Orders;  Amendments  and  Additions, 

com,,  3310 

Supply  Bill,  delay  in  passing,  dismissal  of 
temporary  employes,  suffty^  778 

Supply  Bill  (No.  i),  is.,  685;  com,^  Schedtile, 
778 


Tndor,  Hon.  F.  O.,  Yarra: 

Agricultural  Ifaplement  Makers  Employes 
Unions :  Payment  of  legal  expeniei,  tuf- 
fly,  6053 

Australia  Industries  Preservation  Bill,  aR., 
7261 

Appropriation   (Works   and   Buildings)  Bill, 

3B.,  3764 
Budget,  m.,  3579,  2884 

Business:  Private  Members,  m.,  3471;  post- 
ponement, m.,  4669 

Coal  Strike,  q.,  5775 

Coinage,  Copper,  q.,  7067 

Commerce  Act,  supply,  638 

Constitution  Alteration  (Finance)  Bill,  int.. 
4093;  4632.  ISee  Financial  Relations, 
Commonwealth  and  States;  also  Premiers* 
Conference] 

Contingencies  in  Supply  Votes,  suffly,  601 

Customs  and  Excise  Revenue,  g.,  3507 

Defence  : 

Bayonets,  q.,  113 

Boys'   Naval  Brigade,  q.,    5915 ;  suf^y, 
0050 

Carroll,  Major,  q.,  7336 
Kitchener  Camp,  supply,  7176 
Material,  supply,  3734 
Electoral  : 

Officials,  political  bias,  suf^y^  4360 
Party    Funds    and    Organization,  supply, 
4260,  4295 

Rolls,  q.,  1301,  1866,  3007,  8947,  3604.  3807. 

6023 ;  supply,  6053 
Western  Australia,  Divisions,  6180 

Electoral  Bill,  2lt.,  5148;  com.  (voting  by 
post),  5844,  5849,  6058,  6062 ;  (divisions  in 
which  electors  are  entitled  to  vote),  6064; 
(amendment  of  section  148),  606^,  6066; 
(electoral  offences),  626a;  (disturbing  public 
meetings),  6278 ;  obstruction  at  booths), 
6296;  (charge  for  services  to  candidates), 
6^jaj  reeom.  (hire  of  vehicles),  6380 

Excise  Tariff   (Agricultural   Machinery)  Act, 
a046 

Financial  Relations,  Commonwealth  and 
States  :  Agreement,  supply,  7206.  \See  Con- 
stitution Alteration  (Finance)  Bill;  also 
Premiers*  Conference] 

■Government  House  Gardeners,  supply,  6051 

Hansard : 

Reprints,  adj.,  1716,  2450;  q.,  1780,  3487 
Alteration  of  Proofs,  supply,  5109 


Tudor,  Hon.  F.  G.~€onHnmed, 
High  Commissioner,  supply,  3021 
lotimigration : 

Chinese  Stowaways,  supply,  7067 

Contract  Immigrants,  adj.,  5913 

Immigrants,  Disappointed,  supply,  7068 

Restriction  Act,  supply,  3047 
Industrial  Legislation,  supply,  7207 
Inter-State  Commission  Bill,  supply,  6054; 

6630 

Labour  Party,  Criticism  of,  q.,  3573*  3G05 
Loan  Policy,  Budget,  2580 
Ministry  : 
(Deakin),  No-Confidence,  m.,  1166 
(Fisher),  Position  of,  tf^;.,  3x4 
Naval  Loan  Bill,  int.,  6556 
New  Protection,  q.,  6536;  supply,  7207 
Oi^cers'  Compensation  Bill,  at.,  7254 
Old-age  Pensions,  adj.,  1039;  j.,  3153*  3715: 

supply,  ,^401 
Patents  Bill,  com.  (Revocation),  7011 
Patent  Office  :  Mr.  G.  S.  Brown,  q.,  113 

Post    and    Telegraph    (Recording  Mafduaes! 

Bill,  2S.,  4591 
Postmaster-General's  Department  : 

Actuarial     Committee,    supply,    6053 ;  q., 
6868 

Brunswick  Post  Office,  new,  adj.,  3804;  f., 
4069 

Country  Services,  improvement,  supply, 
Labourers'  Wages,  q.,  3259 
Mail  Service  to  Pacific  Islands,  sup-fiy,  30513 
Parcels  Post,  contract  carriers,  supply,  3402 
Skilled  Labour,  Wages,  q.,  $1^2 
Telephone  Bureaux  :  Railway  Stations,  suf- 

^y*  6053 

Telephone  guarantees,  supply,  643 
Telephone  Rates :  Accountant's  Report,  smp- 

ply,  3401.  3572;     4744.  4851 

Telephone  Wires,  q.,  5435 
Trunk  Telephone,  Melbourne-Sydney,  supply, 
643 

Undei||rounding    Telephone    Wires,  Mel- 
bourne, supply,  2760 
Petherick  Collection,  supply,  2899 
Premiers'   Conference,   Budget,   2,570.  [Set 
Constitution  Alteration  (Finance)  Bill;  «fi( 
Financial    Relations,    Commonwealth  and 
States] 
Public  Service : 
Civil  Servants  and  Striken,  q.,  3359,  3509 
Minimum  Wage,  q.,  3406,  4041;  m.,  3770; 

supply,  6051 
Parliament  Gardeners,  supply,  3903 
Parliamentary  Officers  Increments,  tuffiy, 
2894 

Stamp  Printing  Staff,  q.,  ^9 ;  tuf  ply,  7100 
Referendum    (Constitntion    Alteration  Bill), 

eem.  (arrangements),  5093 
Re-votes,  supply,  2594 

Seat  of  Government   Acceptance  Bill,  c*m, 

(commencement),  6395 
Select  Committees,  travelling  expenses,  supply. 

2895 

Sitting  Dava,  Additional,  m.,  6871 
Sesnon,  Close  of,  adj.,  7296 
Sugar  Industry,  supply,  4293 
Supplementary  Estimates  ; 
Tne  Parliament,  7206^  ■ 
Digitized  by  CjOOg  IC 
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Tudor,  Hon.  F.  G. — eontinntd. 

Supply : 

Defence  {Camp«,  Victoria),  7176 
External  Affairs  :   (London  Offices),  3021 ; 
(Mail  Service  to  Pacific  Islands),  3039: 
(Miscellaneous),  3047,  7067  ' 
Parliament  ;    (House    of  Representatives), 
3894,  3895;  (Library),  2899,  agoi ;  (Par- 
liament Gardens),  290a 
Treasury  (Stamp  Friatiug),  7roo 
Works  and  Buildings  (Home  Affairs),  25SS, 
2594;  (Defence),  2734;  (Foit  mnd  Tele- 
graphs), 2759 
Supply  Bill  (No.  i),  com.  (Parliament),  6ot ; 
(Trade  and  Customs),  638;  (Postmutei-Gene- 
ral),  642 
Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  m.,  3401 
Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  iw.,  4260,  4293 
Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  as.,  6923;  com.  (Capi- 
tation Debit  to  States),  6938;  q.,  7172 
Tariff  : 

Anomalies  and  Additional  Duties,  m.,  2957 
Black   Labour   Products   (Explosives),  suf- 

fly  {exfl.),  4265,  5106 
Prohibition  of  Books,  113 
Return  per  head.  Foreign  Countries,  adf.t 

2766 

Revenue,  Foreign  Countries,  g.j  3371 
Tellers,  adj.,  5803 

Trawler,  Distribution  of  Fish,  g.,  iia;  launch, 
supply,  3588 

Tnrley,  Senator  H.,  {jjieenfiland : 

Adjournment,  Special,  m.,  2469 

Agricultural   Implement   Makers  Employes' 

Union,   payment  of   legal    expenses,  m., 

3243 

Appropriation  (Works  and  Buildings)  Bill, 
com.,  schedule  (Home  Affairs),  3818;  (De- 
fence), 2333 

Australiac  Industries  Preservation  Bill,  2R., 
1625,  1637 ;  com.  (unfair  concessions), 
1661;  ad.  rep.,  1742;  recom.,  i860 

Bureau  of  Agriculture  Bill,  an.,  5037 

Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  com,  (legal 
representation),  1777 

Constitution   Alteration   (Finance)    Bill,  as., 

6324.    [See  Premiers'  Conference] 
Count-out,  adj.t  1053 

Defence  Bill,  com,  (principles),  5695 ;  (pro- 
motion from  the  ranks),  576s;  (Citizen 
Naval  Forces),  5773,  5880 

Electoral  Bill,  2s.,  3147 

High  Commissioner  Biil,  cam.  (salary),  4326 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  3B.,  1964; 
com.  (who  may  receive  pensions),  1990, 1997, 
1999;  (Asiatics),  2072;  (inmates  of  asylums), 
20S7,  2090;  recom.,  2151,  (Asiatics),  3165 

Ligbtnootes  Bill,  com.  (acquisition),  3^3; 
(power  to  erect),  2705;  (lights  and  marks), 
3710;  (dues),  27x2 

Ministry  ; 

(Deakin),  Policy  of,  supply,  697;  adj.,  1053 
Naval   Loan   Bill,   com.    (Appropziation  for 

Fleet),  7036 
New  Protection,  adj.,  2368 
Old-age    Peiuions    Appropriation  Bill, 

1847 

Patents  Bill,  com:  amdlt.,  7064 

Post  and  Telegraph  (Recording  Machines)  Bill, 

com.  (permit  to  issue  recording  machines), 

1390 


Turley,  Senator  H. — tentinued. 

Premiers*  Conference,  Special  Adjournment, 

m. ,    3469.     [See   Constitution  Alteration 

(Finance)  Bill] 
Price,  Hon.  Thomas,  death  of,  m.,  230 
Public  Service  Bill,  2B.,  7047 
Rifle  Range,  Brisbane,  supply,  3833 
Seamen's  Compensation  Bill,  2K.,  1474;  torn. 

(definitions),   2371 ;   (non-application),   3377 ; 

(contracting     out),     2404,     2926,  3003; 

siihedule,  3017,  3116,  3121 ;  ad.  ref.^  «» 
Seat  of   Government   Acceptance   Bill,  2R., 

4797;  Schedule,  joiy 

Standing  Orders,  Amendments  and  Additions, 

com.,  3208,  3219,  3236,  3337,  3338,  3306, 

33".  .^1^.3.  3318 

Supply  Bill,   delay  in  passing,   dismissal  of 
tempornry  employes,  supply,  78a 

Supply  Bill  (No.  i),  com.  (appropriation),  697; 

Schedule,  783 
Trawler,  sufply,  3818 
White  Australia  policy,  txfl.i  2254 


Vardon,  Senator  J.,  South  Auatralia : 
Address- in -Reply,  m.,  79 

Appropriation  Bill,  eom.^  Second  Schelule 
(Treasury),  7161 

Appropriation  (Worka  and  Buildings)  Bill, 
eom.f  schedule  (Home  Affairs),  a8i8;  (De- 
fence), 2833 ;  (Postmaster-General),  3837, 
3838 

Australian  Industries  Preservation'  Bill,  com. 

(unfair .  concessions),   1650;  ad.  r(f.,  1745 
Bureau  of  Agriculture  Bill,  3R.,  5045;  com. 

(Bureau),  5234 
Constitution   Alteration   (Finance)   Bill.  2R., 

6238 

Constituticm  Alteraticm  (State  Debts)  Bill,  ax., 

Defence  : 
Baker,  Private,  Death  of,  g,,  1368 
Head-quarters     Offices,     Adelaide,  sufply, 

.  a833 

Military  Examinations,  m.,  3449 
Defence     Bill,     com.     (Principles),  5756; 
(Cadets),  5887;   (Horses),  66t5 ;  (CantsenK 
6625 

Electoral  Bill,  2s.,  312^;  com.  (change  to  an- 
other polling  place),  3336 ;  (application^ 
3327 ;  (postal  voting),  3441 1  ad.  ref.,  4009 

Federal  Capital  Site,  g.,  ^369 

Hansard  : 

Reprints,  m.,  3061 
Distribution,  supply,  7161 

High  Commissioner  Bill,  aS.,  3957,  exft., 
4W>S 

Hutchison,  Mr.  James,  M.P.,  Death,  m.,  7121 
Invalid  and  01d<age  Pensions  Bill,  ad.  ref., 
ar74 

Land  Value  Taxation,  addrtss,  79 
Ministry : 

(Deakin),  Policy  of,  m.,  581 
Northern  Territory  Acceptance  Bill,  3s.,  f>83i ; 

com.  (Ratification),  6859 
Old-age  Pensions,       6584,  6795 
Parliamentary   Papers :   DistributuMl,  supply. 
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Vardoa,  Senator  J. — continued. 

Postmaster-Geaeral's-  Department  t 
Balaklava,  South  Australia,  Post-office,  mf- 

Postal  Commission,  a,,  a8i4j  adj.t  5393 
Post  Office,  Murray  Bridge,  "*ffiy* 
Post  Office,  Sydney,  3410 
Queen  Victoria  Markets,  g.,  3305 
Telephone  Communication,  Loxton,  suffly, 
383S 

Pott  and  Telegraph  Bill,  com.  (recording  ma- 
chines), 1381,  1386;  (tampering  with  ma- 
chines), 139a,  2367 

Press  Cable  Service,  m.,  4240 

Printing  Committee,  m.,  2061 

Public  Service  Bill,  com.  (Salary  of  Commis- 
sioner),  7054;  3R.,  7055 

Seamen's  Ccmpensatton  Bill,  21.,  1497;  C9m. 
(non -application],  3290;  (contractmg  out), 
239s,  2928 

Seat  of   Government  Bill,  as.,  4707;  com. 

(schedule],  5011 
Speeches,  Time  limit  to,  m,,  1516 
Standing  Orders :  Amendments  and  Additions, 

eom.,  3210 
Trawler,        rsfia,  1470;  suffift  3818 

Walker,  Senator  B<ui.  J.  T.,  Hew  South  Wdleai 

Addreift-in-Reply,  m..  57 
Agricultural  Show,  Victoria,  adj.,  a86o 
Agricultural    Implement    Makers  Employ^ 
Union  :  Payment  of  legal  expenses,  g.,  3305 ; 

adj.,  4036,  461Q 
Appropriation  Bill,  com..  First  Schedule,  7141, 
7143;   Second  Schedule  (The  Barliament), 
7<43 

Australian  Industries  Preservation  Bill,  eom. 
(Unfair  Concessions),  1655,  1656,  1661 ;  ad. 
ref.,  1730 

Bills  of  Exchange  Bill,  eoMt.  amdlt.,  7213 
Broken  Hill  Strike,  address,  61 
Budget,  m.,  3529 

Business,  Postponement  of,  m.,  5314 
Commonwealth  Companies*  Reserve  Liabilities 
Bill,  m.,  238^;  com.  (Interpretation),  2637, 
2638,  3640;  (Reserve  Fund),  «640.  3045 
Compound  Gauge  Crossing,  m.,  1509 
Constitution   Alteration    (Finance)    Bill,  2B., 
6001.     [See  Financial  Relations,  Common- 
wealth  and  States;  alsa  Premiers*  Confer- 
ence] 

Count-out,  adj.,  1053 

Currency  ;  Commonwealth  Note  Usue,  addreil, 

59 

Defence  : 

Dreadnought,  presentation  of,  address,  57 
Ministry  (Fisher),  policy,  address,  57 
Horses,  Budget,  2530 
Kill,  abolition  of,  q.,  2372 
Naval  Subsidy,  address,  58 

Defence  Bill,  eem.  (persons  liable  to  be 
trained),  6710 }  reeom.,  6801;  (canteen),  6801 

Earthquake,  Calabria  and  Messina,  address,  57 

Electoral  Bill,  eom.  (postal  voting),  .1441 

Electoral  Bill  (No.  2},  2R,,  5331 

Federal  Capital  Site,  address,  57 

Financial  Relations,  Commonwealth  and  States, 
address,  57,  63;  Budget,  2529.  [See  Con- 
stitution Alteration  (Finance)  Bill ;  also 
Premiers'  Conference] 

High  Court  Judges,  appointments  and  pen- 
sions, address,  62 


Walker,  Senator  Hon.  ].  T. — eontinmed. 

High   Commisuoner   Bill,   2a.,    3055;  <am. 

(appointment),  4320;  (salary),  4326,  4307 
Immigration  : 

Encouragement  of,  address,  59, 
Imperial  Defence  Conference,  addrestt  63 
Income  Tax,  address,  58 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  eom.  (who 
may  receive  pensions),  1980,  {f.o.,  1980); 
recom.  (Asiatics),  217a 

Land  Value  Taxation,  address,  58 

Loan  Policy,  address,  57;  Sudget,  3529 

Ministry  : 

(Deakin),  Policy  of,  m.,  908;  adj.,  1053 
Representation  in  Senate,  m.,  3925 
Naval  Loan  Bill,  com,  (power  to  raiw  laan), 

7024 ;  (issue  of  inscribed  stock),  7035,  703I) 

703a;  (taxation),  7039 
Needham,  Senator,  Speech  by,  exfl.,  1363 
Northern  Territory  Acceptance  Bill,  zB.,  6720 
Officers'   Compensation   Bill,  at.,  7317;  eom. 

(payments  to  be  made),  7318 
.Old-age  Pensions,  adj.,  3944;  q.,  3108 
Old-age    Pensions    Appropriation    Bill,  at., 

1835 

Papua :  Visit  of  Minister,  address,  57 

Postal  Commission,  itpfiy,  4318 

Premiers'  Conference,  Budget,  2529.  \See  Con- 
stitution Alteration  Finance)  Bill ;  alia 
Financial  Relations,  Commonwealth  and 
States] 

Press  Cable  Service,  m.,  4825 
Printin"  Committee :  Report,  m.,  4594 
Seamen  3  Compensation  Bill,  2s.,  1492 
Seat  of  Government  Acceptance  Bill,  eom.. 

Schedule,  5020 
Speeches,  Time  limit  to,  M.,  1514,  2384 
Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  eom..  Schedule,  4318 

WatUna,  Htm.  H.,  Newcastle  .- 

Business,  Private  M«mbers',  m.,  34S1 
Coal  Strike,  g.,  5804,  6461 ;  suffly,  6041 
Defence  : 

Adamstown  Rifle  Range,  q.,  2298 

Cadet  Uniforms,  supply,  640 

Drill  Hall,  Newcastle,  suffly,  3599 

Forts,  armament,  suffly,  2599 

Newcastle  Naval  Brigade,  suffty,  5132 

Rifle  Ranges,  suffty,  640 
High  Commissioner  Bill,  eom.  (appointment), 

3190 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Act  Amendment, 
?■>  57>o 

Maitland  Miners,  AUegatioiu  of  Drunkenness, 

suffly,  51 31 
Miners'  Accident  Fund,  adj.,  3510;  suffly, 

5133 

Old-age   Pensions,  suffiy,   597,   a68S,  4267, 

5131 ;  q.-,  2200,  2688,  3334,  3360;  adj.,  3510; 

q.,  4068,  5710;  adj.,  2606,  3510 
Postmaster-General's  Department : 

Boys,  employment  of,  q.,  5455 

Quirk,  Mr.,  case  of,  4929 
Printing  Committee,         f.o.,  2133 
Speaker  Holder,  Mr.,  Death  of :  Newspaper 

statements,  suffly,  3388 
Supply  :  Works  nnd  Buildings  (Defence),  2599 
Supply  Bill  (No.  1),  3R.,  597;  com.  (Defence). 

640 

Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  3388 

Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  m.,  4366 

Tariff  :  Black  Labour  products,  suffly,  4367 

Tellers,  adj.,  5803       ^  1 
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WatBOn,  Hon.  J,  0..  SmOh  Sjfdnejf: 

Naval  Loan  Bill,  m.,  G779 
Defence  Bill>  cffHs.  amdti.,  7000 

Webster,  Ur.  W.,  Qvy^: 

Adjoummeats,  Special,  m.,  348,  3407 
Audit  Bill,  torn,  (short  tttle),  1891 
Beef  and  Hides,  world's  market,  1536 
Busioess,  Order  of,  adj..  1470 
Coal  Strike,  q.,  6463;  adj.,  6488,  6935 
Coinage  Bill,  eons,  amdts.  (powers  of  Gover- 
Dor>General),  2788 

Collector  of  Customs,  Sydney,  adj.,  3201 

Contingencies  in  Supply  Votes,  suffly,  601,638 
Constitution   Alteration   (Finance)   Bill,  as., 
4391  ;     com.     (Expiration    of  bookkeeping 
sections,  5285,  5360,  5641.    [See  Premiers 
Conference] 

Deakin,  Mr.,  Closure,  6196 

Defence  Bill,  2a.,  4572;  3B.,  5146 

Dissent  from  Ruling  ; 

Member  not  entitled  to  read  from  a  newv 
paper  matter  reflecting  on  Members  pei- 
sonally,  m.,  ai75,  2178 
Suspension  of  Standing  Orders,  3671 

Electoral  Bill,  com.  (Electoral  offences),  6267; 
(Disturbing  meetings),  6285 ;  (Newspaper 
articles),  6308;  (Charge  for  services  to  can- 
didates), 6313;  m.s.o.,  6386 

Electoral   Divisions,   Western   Australia,  w., 

6195 
Hansard: 

Additions  to  Reports,  m.^  3267 
Dissent  from  Ruling,  m.,  2175,  2178 
Reprints,  adj.,  1724,  1893;  m.,  2112 

High  Commissioner,  Appointment,  adj.,  6794 

High  Commissioner  Bill,  at,,  3089;  eons, 
amdts.,  6485 

Insult  offered  to,  «b$.,  1301 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  eani. 
amdts.  (Asiatics),  2349 

Land  Settlement,  Speech  by  Sir  Joseph 
Carzuthers,  exfl.,  1786 

Late  Sittings:  Sappers  and  Cabs,  adj.,  1295 

Ministry  : 

(Deakin),  Position  of,  adj.,  248 

Policy  of,  m.  (f.o.,  277),  1325 

No-Confidence,  m.,  1063,  1091 
(Fisher),  Position  of,  adj.:,  iZ^ 
Naval    Defence,   Australian    Unit,    »».,  6255, 
6258 

Naval  Loan  Bill,  adj.,  6488;  2B.,  6769;  torn. 
(Issue  of  Inscribed  Stock),  6879,  6902;  (Date 
for  Redemption),  6906 ;  (SinkinR  Fund), 
6913 

Northern  Territory  Acceptance  Bill,  aK.,434A; 

adj.,  6089 

Old-age  Pensions  Appropriation  Bill  2».,  1824 

Old-age  Pensions,  suffly,  4377 

Fairs,  adj.,  1396 

Potato  Blight,  adj.,  3771 

Postmastcr.General's  Department : 
Moree  Post  Office,  q.,  1091 
Postal  Commission,  ex  ft.,  1416;  arf/.,  juar 
Ptopeitics,  valuation  and  purchase,  su^ay, 
7114,  7'i8 

Telephone  Facilities,  country  districts,  sut- 
Telephone  Rates,  Actuarial  Xnf|uiry,  f,,  272 


Webster,  Mr.  yt.—eoHtinutd. 

Premiers*  Conferencef  Special  Adjoamment« 
iki.,   S407.      [See    ConstitDtion  Alteration 

(Finance)  Bitl^ 
Printing  Committee,  m.,  ana 
Public  Service  Bill,  aa.,  6581 
Speaker,  Election  of,  m.,  1701 
Supply  : 

Home  Affairs  (Administrative  Staff),  7114, 

71 17.  7"8 
The  Parliament  (Senate),  389a 

Sitting  Days,  Additional,  m.,  f.B.,  6876 

Supply  Bill  (No.  i),  int.,  517;  torn.  (Parlia- 
ment), 601;  (Home  Affairs),  63S 

Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  ■i.,-4a77 

Tariff  : 

Tariff :  Anomalies  and  Additional  Duties,  m., 
2963 

WUks,  Hon.  W.  DoIIey; 

Adjournment,  Special,  m.,  3337 
Advertising  Australia,  suffly,  611 
Borrowing,  Commonwealth,  suffly.  483 
Business,  Order  of,  m.,  3054;  Private  Mem- 
bers', w.,  3465 

Clerk,  Duties  of  the,  when  Chairman,  m.,  1817 

Coal  Strike,  suffly,  7081 

Coinage  Bill,  eons,  amdts.  (silver  and  bronxe), 

3772;  (powers  of  Governor*General,  2775 
Commonwealth  Property  :  Municipal  Taxation, 

m.,  1804 

Constitution  Alteration  (Finance)  Bill,  int., 
4076 ;  CQm.  (Expiration  of  bookkeeping 
clauses),  5335,  5605.  [See  Financial  Rela- 
tions, Commonwealth  and  States;  also  Pre- 
miers' Conference] 

Defence  : 

Naval  Depfit,  q.,  5700 

Torpedo  Destroyer  Cunstruction,  3153, 
4742,  4848.  5»8s;  suf-^y,  3526;  adj., 
■^53 

Defence  Bill,  com.  (Citizen  Forces),  4672, 
467s;  (persons  to  be  trained),  4775;  (pay), 
4856;  (Military  College),  4879,  4938;  «. 
com.,  5055 ;  reccm.  (Examinations),  5081 ; 
cons,  amdts.,  7000 

Dissent  from  Ruline  :  Power  of  Private  Mem- 
ber to  increase  charge  (Invalid  and  Old- 
age  Pensions  Bill),  m.,  1463. 

Electoral  Divisions,  Western  Australia,  m.. 
6159 

Electoral   Bill,    ax.,   5458 ;   com.    (Hire  of 

Halls),  6074;  (Newspaper  aiticlei),  6135 
Federal    Capital,   suffly,    7107,   7111.  [See 

Scat  of  Government  Acceptance  Bill] 
Financial  Relations,  Commonwealth  and  States, 

suffly,   483.     USee  Constitution  Alteration 

(Finance)  Bill ;  also  Premiers*  Conference] 
Hansard  : 

Additions  to  Reports,  m.,  3363 

Reprints,  m.,  2105,  3133 
High   Commissioner   Bill,   3K.,   3061 ;  earn. 

(appointment),   3187,   3196 ;   (duties),  3546, 

Immigration  : 

Kocourngement  of,  suffty.  6it 
Contract  Immigrants,  adj.,  5908  , 
Inoperial  Defence  Confereocs^: 
Colonel  Foxton'^,g^^|g,|n.^(^^i9i7 
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Wilks,  Hon.  W.  H.— continued. 

lavalid  and  Old-age  Pennoiu  Bill,  as.,  1351 ; 
eom.  {who  may  receive  pensions),  (Dissent 
from  Ruling),  146a),  1560 ;  ccns.  amdts. 
(Asiatics),  2345 

Late  Sittings  :  Suppers  and  Cabti  adj.,  1296 

Library  Committee,  m.,  3014 

Ministry  : 

(Oeakin),    No-Confidence,    n.,    953,  985, 

ex  ft.,  1303 
(Fisher),  Position  of,  adj.,  194 

Naval  Loan  Bill,  m.,  65^;  as.,  6677;  eom. 
(Issue  of  Inscribed  Stock),  6899;  (Referen- 
dum), 6930 

New  Protection,  adj.,  6934 

Northern  Territory  Acceptance  Bill,  reeom., 
5021;  3E.,  5965 

Old-age  Pensions,  supply,  596,  3535 

Old-age  Pensions  Appropriation  Bill,  as., 
1837 

Postmaster.General's  Department : 

Postal  Notes  and  Money  Orders;  Banking 
Charge,  adj.,  1873 

Postal  Commission,  adj.,  5436,  5436 
Premiers'   Conference,   Special  Adjournment, 

"■■*   >337>      [See    Constitution  Alteration 

(Finance)   Billj   also   Financial  Relations, 

Commonwealth  and  States] 
Printing  Committee,  «.,  aros,  2123 
Public  Service  Bill,  sr.,  6574 
Seamen's  Compensation  Bill,  at.,  6931 
Seat  of  Government  Acceptance  Bill,  earn., 

(Proclamation),  5303,  5313.     [See  Federal 

Capital  Site] 
Sitting  Days,  additional,  m.,  f.o.,  68715,  6876, 

Speaker,  Election  of,  1678 
Supply : 

Attomey-General  (Secretary'a  Office),  7081 
Home  Affairs  (Administrative  Staff),  7107, 
7111 

Supply  Bill  (No.  I),  in/..  483;  ai.,  596;  com. 

(External  Affairs),  611 
Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  com.  (Capitation  debit 

to  Slates),  6937 

Willis,  Hon.  H.,  Bohert$on: 

Adjournment,  Special,  jh.,  ^159 
Argentine  Centenary  Exhibition,  g.,  1314 
Arthur,  Dr.,  and   Immigration,  suffly^  631 
Audit  Bill,  as.,  1893 

Budget,  2438 ;  delay  in  submission,  supply, 

593;  1419 
Business :  Private  Members',  ».,  3461 ;  post- 
ponement,  m.,  4668 

Closure,  the,  adj.,  3104 
Coinage  Dill,  int.,  aoao 

Constitution  Alteration  (Finance)  Bill,  int., 
3898;  aa.,  4375;  com.  (Expiration  of  section 
87).  5241  ;  (Kxpiration  of  bookkeeping 
clauses),  5389,  5598;  (States'  Debts),  5651, 
5664.  [See  Financial  Relations,  Common* 
wealth  and  States,  atso  Premiers'  Confer- 
ence] 

Defence : 

Dreadnought,  Presentation  of,  Budget,  3440; 
q.,  4848 

Imperial   Defence,   Conference,   g.,  1865, 

Ministerial    Policy  :    Statements  by  Hon- 
orary Minister,  ; 1783 
Warships,  Australian:  Names,  5713 


Willis,  Hon.  H.— continued. 

Defence  Bill,  aa.,  4474;  com.   (penalty  fat 

evading  service),  4i868;  (Military  CoUe^l. 

489a;  (Canteens),  498a;  3R.,  514a 
Dissent  from  Ruling  :  Power  of  Private  Mcim- 

ber  to  increase  charge  (Infnltd  and  Old^c* 

Pensions  Bill)  m,,  1436 
Electoral  Rolls,  g.,  3007 

Electoral   Bill,   com.   (Disturbing  Mcetingsi. 

6385;  (Deposit),  6300;  (Divisions},  6305 
Federal  Capital  Site,  f.,  376,   i5a4«  3258 

3960,  4041,  6868  i  Budget^  3441.     [Set  Seat 

of  Government  Acceptance  Bill] 
Financial  Relations,  Commonwealth  and  States. 

Budget,  3439;  expi.j  40^.  [See  Constitnti«t 

Alteration   (Finance)   Bill;   also  Premien* 

Conference] 
Hansard  Reprints,  adj.,  1718;  m.,  2103 
High  Commissioner  Bill,  as.,  30701  e«m,  (mar 

act  for  States),  3557;  (Salary).  3563;  evms. 

amdts.,  6483 
Imperial  Defence  Council,  37s 
Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  BUl,  com.  (who 

may  receive  pensions);  Dissent  from  Ruling. 

1436;   (Naturalised  Subjects),   1575;  (Coo- 

tinuous  Residence),   1579,    1580,    158a ;  Ap- 
propriation Bill,  3B.,  1823 
Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  (Income)  Bi^l, 

int..  6373 
Land  Value  Taxation,  supply,  639 
Loan  Policy,  supply,  3439,  3440 
Melbourne  Cup,  adj.,  5159 
Ministry  : 

(Deakin),  No-Confidence,  m.,  403 
Policy  of,  m.,  P.O.,  378 
Naturalization  Applications,  1535 
Naval  Loan  Bill,  im.,  6543;  aK.,  6745;  c»m. 

(Issue  of  Inscribed  Stock),  6878,  6886 
Northern  Territory,  Budget,  2441 
Northern  Territory  Bill,  com.  (obligation!  of 

Commonwealth),  581a,  583^,  5839 
Old-age    Pensions    Appropriation    Bill,  at., 

1833 

Pea  Rifles,  q.,  6369 
Pensions  : 
Invalid,  q.  4653 

Old-age,  -Budget,  3439;  supply,  3387,  4744 
Petitions,  printing  of,  m.,  1059 
Postmastcr-Gener  Ill's    Department  : 

Expenditure,  Necessary,  Budget.  3441 

Telephone   Services,    Country    Towns,  f.. 
1531,  1533 

Telephone  delays,  g.,  4453 
Post  and  Telegraph  (Recording  Marines)  Bill, 

Prayer,^^^rding  of,  g.,  1785 
Premiers'     Conference,     m.,    3142 ;  Budget, 

3438.   [See  Constitution  Alteration  (Finance) 

Bill ;    also    Financial    Relations,  CommoD- 

wealth  and  States] 
Printing  Committee,  «*.,  983,  1059^  3103 
Seat  of  Government  Acceptance   Bill,  c^m. 

(commencement),  p.e.,  6409.    {See  Federal 

Capital  Site] 
Sitting  Days,  Additional,  m.,  687a 
Supply  Bill  (No.  i),  3it.,  593;  com.  (External 

Affairs),  629 
Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  m.,  3387 
Tellers,  adj.,  5804 

Transferred  Properties,  Budget,  2440 
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WUBon.  Dr.  J.  a.,  Cortmgamite: 
Amending  Bills,  g,,  4743 
Coinage  Bill,  cons,  amdts.  (Powers  of  Go* 

vcmor-GcQcral),  2788 

Defence  Bill,  com.  [Citisen  Forces),  4680, 
4690;  (calling  out  of  reserves),  4748; 
(penalty  for  evading  service),  487: ;  (Mili- 
tary   College),    4933,    4960  i  (Cigarettes), 

^4999.  Sool 

Defence  : 

Biddlecombe,  Lient.,  q,,  1534 
Warrnambooi  Battery,  q.,  256s,  3154 

Foxton,  Col.,  exfl.,  adj.,  536 

Hansard  Reprints,  q.,  3769 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  eons, 
amdts.,  3237 

North  Pole,  Discovery  of,  f .,  3050 

Northern   Territory   Acceptance   Bill,  recom., 

Olil-age  Pensions,  adj.,  3520 

Opposition,  The,  Absence  of,  q.,  3870,  4040 

Petition  :   Signatures,  -p.o.,  227 

Postmaster-General's  Depnrlment  : 

•  Birreyurra  Postal  Emplovcs,  q.,  6^50 

Colac  to  Beech  Forest  t'elepbone,  tf.^  1788. 
2299 

Warma  nbool  Post-office,  q.,  1^22 
Potato  Blight,  q.,  2559 
Professional  Registration,  3273 
Pure  Food,  Drugs,  and  Beverages,  1787 
Supply  :'  Works   and   Buildings  (Defence), 

f.o.,  2742 

Webster,  Mr.,  Speech  by,  f.,  1144;  <x^f.,  1202 

Wise,  Ur.  Gt.  H.,  Gippsland: 

Adjournment,  Special,  m.,  3312 

Australian   Industries  Preservatiob  Bill,  cam. 

(Unfair  concessions),  7269 
Budget,  m.,  aSSg 

Business,  Private  Members',  m.,  34S3 ;  Post- 
ponement of,  m.,  7237 

Coinage  Bill,  cem.  (Treasurer  may  issue  coins), 
2195;  (legal  tender),  22r6 

Ctmstitution  Alteration  (Finance)  Bill,  int., 
3^81;  com.  (Expiration  of  section  87),  5249, 
5250;  (Expiration  of  bookkeeping  sections), 
5584.  [See  Financial  Relations,  Common- 
wealth and  States ;  also  Premiers'  Confer- 
ence! 

Defence  Bill,  eom.  (Cittzea  Forces),  4674 ; 
(calimg  out  of  reserves),  4753;  (Military 
College),  4947 

Dissent  from  Ruling  :  Power  of  Private  Mem- 
ber to  increase  charge  (Invalid  and  Old-agi- 
Pensions  Bill),  ^462 ;  Closure  (Supply, 

formal),    m.    {-p.o.,   3';76j,  3583 

Electoral  DivisTons,  Western  Australia,  m., 
617S 

Electoral  Bill,  cofn.  {Division  in  which  elec- 
tor is  entitled  to  vote),  6064 ;  (Horse  or 
Carriage  Hire),  6070 ;  {Hire  of  Hallsi, 
6126;  (Electoral  Oflences),  6363;  (Divi- 
sions), 6305,  6306;  reeom.  (Horse  or  Car- 
riage  Hire),  6381 

Electoral  Law  Amendment,  q.,  1788,  2861, 
5106 

Financial  Relntion';,  Coinmon wealth  and  States, 
t^fi't  4<>37-      [See   Constitation  Alteration 
(Finance)  Bill;  iJso  Premiers*  Conference] 
Foster  Rifle  RaI^(e,  q.,  984 
"Hansard  :  Additions  to  report*,  nr.,  3265 
High  Commissioner  Bill,  e^m.  (May  act  for 
States),  3559,  3562 ;  cons,  amdit.,  6483,  6636, 
6639 

F.16563.— C 


Wise,  Mr.  G.  H. — continued. 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  com.,  (who 
may  receive  pensions),  (dissent  from  Ruling, 
1462),  1569^  ^invalid  pensions),  1597;  cons, 
amdts.   (Asiatics),  2242 

Ministry  : 
(Deakin),  No*Confidence,  m.,  994 
(Fisher),  Position  ol,  adj.,  145 

Naval  Loan  Bill,  2r.,  6742;  com.  (Issue  of  In- 
scribed Stock),  6878;  (Sinking  Fund),  6911; 
(Investments  io  Inscribed  Stock),  6915;  (In- 
vestment of  Loan  Fund  and  Sinking  Fund), 
6916 

Northern  Territory  Acceptance  Bill,  4624 

Pairs,  exfl.,  1725 
Postmaster-General's  Department  : 

Postal  Notes,  q.,  6536 

Telegraphists,    seniority    and   increases,  q.. 

Telephone  Extension,  Countrv  Dis'.ricts,  su^ 
Py*  545° 

Telephone,  Melbourne-Sale,  q.,  6728 

Premiers'  Conference,  Special  AdjournmeBt, 
m.,  2312.  {See  Constitution  Alteration 
(Finance)  Bill  ;  also  Financial  Relations, 
Commonwealth  and  States] 

Seat  of  Govcr  iment  Acceptance  Bill,  eom.^ 
(commencement),  63S8,  6397,  6463 ;  (contiaa- 
ation  of  laws),  6469,  6474 ;  Schedule,  6476 

State  Debts,  Referendum,  q.,  1787 

Supply  Bill  (No.  1),  m.,  532 

Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  m.y  5450 

Tariff  Anomalies  and  Additional  Duties,  ».,  3968 

Wynne,  Hon.  Agar,  Balaclava: 

Adjournment,  Special,  m.,  5157 

Australian  Industries  Pre5cr\ntiun  Bill,  com. 

(unfair  concessions),  7267,  7268 
Bills  of  Exchange  Bill,  com.  (Protection  of 

Banker),  6652 
Coinage  Bill,  (Treasurer  may  issue  silver 

coins),  3184,  319a,  2194;   (legal  tender), 

2216;  cons,  amdts.  (silver  and  bronze),  2773 
Constitution   Alteration    (Finance)    Bill,  int., 

}S;2 ;    com.    (Expiration    of  Bookkeeping 

("fauses),  sjSo ;  3R.,  exfl.,  5800 
Defence  : 

Bayonets,  j.,  4655,  4956 

Rifle  Club:.,  stiffly,  640 

Satjdies,  sufply,  717-) 
Defence    Bill,    com.    (Citizen    Forces),  4694; 

(penalty   for  evading  service),  4869 ;  (Mili- 
tary  College),   4944 ;    (cigarettes),  5002 
Electoral    Bill,    sr.,    5180;    com.    ivoting  by 

post),  5846;  (Horse  or  Carriage  Hire),  6070; 
*  (Booths  for  Women),  6392,  6393 ;  reeotn. 

(Horse  or  Carriage  Hire),  6380 
High  Commissioner  Bill,  com.  (may  act  for 

States),  3^19 
Invalid    and    Old-age   Pensions   Bill,  eons. 

amdts.,  2204 
Melbourne  Cup,  adj.,  5157 
Ministry  : 

(Deakin),  No-Confidence,  m.^  lail 
Naval    T.onn   Bill,   com.    (Issue  of  Inscribed 

Stork),  68S4 
Northern    Territory    Acceptance     Bill.  com. 

(Obligations     of     Commonwealth),     5^35 ; 

recom.,  5Q36 ;  adj..  6990 
Postal   Notes   and   Money   Orders,  Banking 

Charpe,  adj..  r86f» 
Speaker,  Klcciioji  ol,  i6q» 
Supply  Bill  (No.  t).  torn.  (Defence).  640 
Victorian  MilitaryDifQIiStffl^'Vs^P^t^ 


PART  II. 


4.TTORNEY-OBNE1RAI-.  (Bills  uf  Exchnnge;  Bankrup'^y ;  Conciluitioii  and  Arbttratkui : 
Foreign  UorpumtionM  ;  Muiriugu  s  Divorce  ;  Service  of  ProcoM  :  Recogiiitioii  of  Lawn  ;  Judicunr 
and  Courts  :  (Vo»  ri  Liiw  0(H«-'es;  Pnrliomentary  Draf lumen. ) 

BILLS. 

CONSTITUTION.    (Iiiberprutntiiui,  idkI  Aineudment  of.) 

DBFBHCB.   (Navaland  .Militftry  l).*feii<-»  :  Control  of  Rail wny  TI.lll^Ilort  for  Defeitce. 
DIVISIONS. 

BXTBRNAL  AFFAIRS.  (Fi>^'i  trio^,  i-\tra-territorial ;  Natunilizntion  uiid  Aliens;  Juiniignitiae 
ami  Emigration;  InBux  of  Ctiuiiri.iN  :  Fucific  Islands:  High  Commissioner;  Pntninunicatioiis, 
■with  States  ;  ExeuHtive  Coiim  il  ;  Territories  of  the  Commonwealth  ;   issue  of  Pa-wprtrt-*  : 

CoDBuIar  Appointments  j  People  of  Siieoial  Races ;  Issue  of  Royal  Commiraions. " 

OOVBRNOR-OBNBRAIi. 

HOMB  AFFAIRS.  (Ac«iui.sition  uf  l*roi>erty  ;  Acquiirition,  CoiirtCrucMuii.  and  Oontrol  of  Rail- 
wavHi  with  Slate  Consent ;  Hiver>^,  Cfintrol  of,  Suoject  to  irrigation  ;  Census  and  Statistic*: 
]*ublic  V\'ork>i ;  Federal  Capital  Sit«  and  Territory ;  Klentoral  and  Franchise  Acts  and 
Elections  :  Public  Service ;  Meteorological  Bureau. ) 

PAPERS. 

PARLIAMBNT.  (Oiwning,  .iiid  rioi-ogiitiyii  of  ;  Address-in-Reply  ;  Eloutiiiii  ol  the  IVeudeut 
Mr,  Si>eiiker,  and  Cliairnien  of  Committees:,  Deputy  Chnimien  of  Commitlees;  Standii^ 
Committves;  Huainesfl,  Order  and  Conduct  of ;  Library;  Olhcent  of  Parliament ;  //nHMirr/,  &c.) : 
Rulings.    ^The  PrvMidLMit,  .M<-.  SiMutkHr,  and  Chairmen  of  Committees. > 

PETITIONS. 

POSTHASTBR-OBNBRALi.    (Posts.  Ti.-legmpha,  and  Telephones:  Ocean  Mail  Service.  a»>I 

Cables. ) 

TRADB  AND  CUSTOMS.  <  Trade  and  Coiumorce,  including  Navigation,  Shipping,  iMid  Customs: 
Distillation;  Excise;  Copyright;  Trade  Marks;  Bounties:  luter-Suite  Commi«ision  ;  P^teata: 
Lighthouses,  Light8hi|>«),  Beacons,  and  Buoys  ;  Quarantine  ;  Weights  and  Measures. ) 

TREASURY.  (Taxation,  exclusive  of  Customs  and  Excise  ;)  Public  Loans,  find  taking  overof 
State  Public  Debts  ;  Currency  ;  Bunking  ;  Insurance  ;  Coinage  ;  tioverninenl  Printing  ;  Audii ; 
Expenditure  by  Commissions  ;  Public  Accounts  ;  Custody  of  Public  Aloneys  ;  Finances,  (ienenl 
Supervision  of  ;  Pensions  and  Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions. 

Exfi.ANATtiiN  or  AniiRF.vnTinvs. — A^i.,  adjournment;  ad.  ref.,  adoption  of  report;  amdt.,  amcsd 
meat;  cam..  cominiKrc;  cent,  atndtt.,  conaideratiou  of  amenilmenis;  tens,  reg.,  coosidcraiiOD 
of  requests;  eoHs.  mes.,  consideration  of  message;  exfl.,  explan.ition ;  ini.,  introductory  slAgei 
of  Bill;  mes.,  message;  f.e.,  point  of  nrdrr;  m,,  motion;  obs,,  observations;  q.,  qucstios; 
reegm.,  recommitted  ;  iK.,  xtt.,  ifl.,  UkK.  srrnnd,  or  third  reading ;  m.s.9.,  motion  to  tuspesd 
Standing  Orders. 


ATTOBNET-aBNEBAL. 

Broken  HnL  Stbike. 
Senate  : 

Altitude  of  Attoraey-General,  oddresSt  6i 

COXCIIUTIOX   AXD  ABSITSlTION. 

SenaU: 

.Vppltcations  to  Court,  cost  of,  address, 

('laims  for  i-.\penses  in  ihe  casts  of  ihe 
Feiierated  Saw-Mill  and  Wood  ■\ orkers 
Employes  Association  and  A)jiicullural 
Inipleiiient  Makers'  Union,  ady.,  4619-22 

De))uty  Kegistrar,  Western  Australia, 
complaint  against  Mr.  Green,  adj., 
49»4-7 


A'(  torney^Gknerai  — eentinued. 

Conciliation  and  Arbitration — continued. 

Motion  by  Senator  St.  Ledger  for  rctun 
as  to  applications  to  Court,  and  oosti, 
1040 

Registrars,  instructions  to,  tmffly,  7156 

Questions  by — 

Senator  Pearce,  fellmongers'  appeal. 
Mr.  Justice  a'Beckett's  judgment,  411 

Senator  E.  J.  Russell,  substituting  Fetk- 
ral  Wages  ljunrds  for,  2254;  correct- 
ness of  itatcment  by  Mr.  Josfana. 
Senator  Givens,  3154 

Senator  St.   Ledger,  return   as  to  ^ 


May  26  to  December  8, 1909. 


AnOKKKt-CKsaxL—eantinufd. 
CoNOLUTiON  AND  Abbithation — continued. 
House  of  Refresentatives: 
Industiial    legislation,    necessity   for  in- 
creased powers,  su f fly,  jiqj -203,  7306-9 
QuestioQ  by  Mr.  King  O'Mallcy,  New- 
castle coal  strike,  extension  of  Commoa* 
wealth   jurisdiction    to    all  industries. 
6368.      ISee     "  Labonr  Difficulties." 
External  Affaiss.] 

Foreign  Insihance  Companies. 
House  of  Refresenlatives : 
Questions  by- 
Mr.  Bowdcn,  case  of  Bowden   Bros,  v. 
Imperial   Marine   Insurance   Coy.  of 
Tokio,  3710;   Mr.  Croucli,  3809 

High  Codrt. 
Senate: 

Pensions  for  Justices,  and  appointments  to 
Bench,  address,  62,  107 

Question  by  Senator  Pearce,  judgment  in 
Timber  Workers'  Union  case,  supply  of 
report  of,  3509 

House  of  Refresenlatives. 

Justices  of,  alleged  reflections  on,  address, 
135 

Question  by  Mi.  Hughes,  powers  of  Com- 
monwealth, decision  in  Huddart  Parker 

V.  Moorhead,  aiaq 

Newcasti£  Coal  Miners'  Sthike.    {See  "Ex- 
ternal APF.URS.] 

Newcastle  Coal  Vend.    \Sce  "  Monopolies," 
Trade  and  Customs.] 

Pea  RirLES. 

House  of  Refresenlatives: 

Question  by  Mr.  Willis,  power  to  legislate 
to  prevent  use  by  children,  6369 

Potatoes  :   Inter-State  Prohibitions.  \See 
*'  Quarantine,"  Trade  and  Customs.] 

Statutory  Rules. 
Senate: 

Question  by  Senator  Clemoos,  binding  of, 
305 

House  of  Refrtsentatives: 

Delny  in  issue  of,  adj.^  4651,  4955:  state- 
ment by  Mr.  Speaker  as  to  practice, 

Questions  by — 

Mr.     Bam  ford,    delay    in  forwarding 

copies  of  to  members,  5844 
Mr.  Chanter,  interpretation  of  Statutory 

Rule  No.  83,  4744 

BILLS. 

Appropriation  Bill,  1908-9. 
Senate : 

Assent  reported,  8 

C  Z 


Bills — continued. 
Appropriation  Bill. 
House  of  Representatives: 

Order  of  leave,  Bill  presented  and  passed 
through  all  its  stages,  7191;  message 
from  Senate,  7336 
Senate  : 

Bill  received  from  Htuse  of  Representa- 
tives and  m.s.o.,  7139;  Bill  read  a  first 
time  and  aR,  moved  and  debated,  7140; 
Bill  read  a  second  time  and  considered 
in  com.,  7141 ;  {The  Parliament),  7143; 
{External  A  fairs),  7145;  [Attorney* 
General),  7147;  (Home  Affairs),  7150; 
[Treasury),  7156;  [Trade  and  Customs), 
7164 ;  [Def  ence),  7166 ;  [Postmaster- 
General),  7168;  Bill  reported  and  passed 
through  its  remaining  stages,  7168 

Appropriation  (Works  and  Buildings)  Bni» 

House  of  Refresenlatives: 

Appropriation  in  com.,  m.s.o.,  order  of 
leave,  iR.,  and  2H.,  moved  nnd  df. 
bated,  2763;  Bill  read  a  second  time 
and  passed  through  its  remaining 
stages,  2764 ;  mes.  from  Senate,  3902 ; 
assent  reported,  3152 

Senate  : 

Bill  received  from  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, IB.,  m.s.o.,  and  sS.  moved, 
3815;  debated  2816;  Bill  read  a  second 

time,  and  considered  in  com.  {Home 
Affairs),  2816 ;  [Postmaster-General), 
2837;  [Treasury  and  Defence),  2840; 
[External  Affairsi,  3S41 ;  ad.  ref., 
m.s.o.,  and  3R.,  2841;  assent  reported, 
3108 

Audit  Bill. 
House  of  Representatives : 

Message  recommendinE  appropriation, 
1300;  otdcr  of  leave,  ^R-.  '431 ; 

appropriation  in  com.,  and  au.  moved, 
1891 ;  debated,  Bill  read  a  second  time 
and  passed  through  its  remaining  stages, 
1892 ;  Bill  returned  from  Senate  with 
an  amdt.  and  cons,  amdt.,  3508;  assent 
reported,  2557 

Senate : 

Bill  received  from  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, iH.,  1955;  2R,  moved,  2265;  Bill 
read  a  second  time,  considered  in 
com.,  and  reported,  22C6;  ad.  ref., 
*373;  3*-.  2456;  message  from  House 
of  Representatives,  3481 ;  assent  re- 
ported, 3509 

Australian  Indostries  Preservation  Bill. 
Senate : 

Order  of  leave  and  iR.,  1369 ;  m.s.o., 
1370;  that  2R.  be  an  Order  of  the 
Day  for  a  later  hour,  moved  and  de- 
bated, 1370;  agreed  to,  1377;  2R.  moved, 
1393;  debated,  1611,  1636;  Bill  read 
1  second  time  and  cooudered  in 
torn.,  1639 ;  reported,  1666;  ad.  ref., 
moved  and  debated,  1730;  agreed  to, 
1749  i  3B>  moved,  and  amdt.  to  recom, 
moved,  1852,  and  debated,  18^7;  amdt. 
negatived,  1861  ;  Bill  read  a  third  time, 
;  Bill  returned  from  House  of  Re- 
presentatives with  amdts.,  m.s.o.  and 
cjns.  amdts,  7220;  ad.  rep.,  7236 
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Bills — continued. 

AtTSTULiAN  Industries  PnscRTA-noM  Bn.L — 
coHlinued. 

HcMse  p/  Jteprtsentativet: 

Bill  received  fiwa  Senate  and  is.,  1900; 
3R.  moved,  7259;  debated,  7^60;  Bill 
read  a  second  time  and  considered  in 
cowi.^  7266;  reported,  m.s.o,,  ad.  ref. 
moved,  debated,  and  agmd  to,  and  Bill 
a  third  time,  7375;  message  from 
Senate,  73S9 

Bills  op  Exchange  Box. 
Senate.' 

MotioD  to  request  Iloase  of  Representa- 
tives to  resume  considerniion  at  stage 
reached  last  session,  266:  messngc  from 
House  of  Representatives,  1369;  Bill 
returned  from  House  .of  Rcpresenlalivei 
with  amdts.,  m.s.o.,  and  eons,  amdit., 
7214;  ad.  ref.,  7116 

Houxe  of  Refreseniativet: 

Message  from  Senate,  103 ;  cons,  met., 
1327;  2B-  moved,  1919;  debated,  1938; 
Bill  read  a  second  tirae  and  considered 
in  com.,  2049,  6641,  7249;  reported, 
m.s.e.,  ad.  ref.  moved  and  debated^ 
agreed  to,  and  Bill  read  m  third  time, 
73521  message  from  Senate,  7976 

BmM  OF  AGmKin,Tinta  Bill. 

Jiomu  of  Refretemtativet! 

Order  of  leave  und  ir.,  1359;  2S.  moved, 
1919;  order  of  thi  day  read  and  dis- 
charged and  Bill  withdrawn,  3800 

Buuuu  of  ACKiajLitiRE  Bill  (No.  3). 
Senate: 

Order  of  leave  and  iR,,  3913;  zR  moved, 
451S;  debated,  4594,  4725,  5028,  509S ; 
Bill  read  a  secoiul  time  and  considered 
in  cam.,  5104,  5216 

CoufAG<  Bill. 

H<use  »f  Refretemtativet : 

Order  of  leave,  1359 ;  message  recom- 
mending appropriation,  1901 ;  appropria- 
tioQ  in  com.,  2017;  ad,  ref..  Bill  pre- 
sented and  iR.,  3029;  aR.  made  an 
order  of  the  day  for  next  day,  2029- 
30 ;  2it.  moved,  21 7S ;  debated,  2179 ; 
Bill  read  a  second  time  and  considered 
in  com.,  2181,  2205 ;  reported,  1227 ; 
ad.  ref.,  m.s.o.,  ajnT  3K.,  a^on  ;  Bill  re- 
tmriied  from  Seaatc  with  amdts.f 
2764;  cons,  amdts.,  2770;  ad.  ref.,  279a; 
asseot  reported,  315a 

Senate : 

Bill  received  Irom  Hou»c  ol  Representa- 
tives and  iR.,  2266;  moved,  3510; 
Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  considered 
in  com.,  2514;  reported,  2515;  ad.  ref., 
2610;  3B.,  moved  and  debated,  2704 ; 
agreed  to,  2705;  mes.  fvora  House  of 
RepreseoUtivcs,  284^ ;  asse.it  reported, 
3108 


Bnxs— rffM/iiiii^<;. 

ColQfOWWtALTH  COHFUlin   ReSSBVS  LiaHU- 

TtEs  Bill. 
Senate: 

Motioii  lo  reiame  consideration  at  stage 
reached  last  session,  moved,  3385 ;  de- 
bated, 2386;  agreed  to,  2392;  Bill  coo- 
sdered  in  earn.,  2637  j  order  of  the  daj 
for  further  consideration  in  com.  read 
and  discharged,  3860 

Conciliation  and  Arbitration  (Pasts  II.  axd 
III.)  Bill. 

Senate: 

Motion  to  resume  i-onsidcration  at  stage 
reached  last  sessim,  s,-%;  Bill  considered 
tc  <■*«!.,  339,  679,  1774,  2636 ;  reported. 
2637 ;  ad.  ref. ,  m.s. 0. ,  and  3B. ,  2^3 ; 
Bill  returned  from  House  of  Repreaea* 
taiives  with  amdii.,  m.1.0.,  and  ^-Msr, 
amdts.,  721a;  ad.  ref.,  7313 

Souse  of  Refretenietivet : 

Bill  received  fnnn  Sennte  and  ir.,  304S, 
as.  moved,  7239 ;  debated.  7240 ;  Bill 
read  a  second  time  and  coomdered  in 
com.,  7243;  reported,  m.s.o.,  and  Bill 
passed  through  its  rematniog  ataces, 
7249;  message  from  Senate,  7376 

CONCII.UTION    AND    ARBITRATION    ACT  AitXSVt- 

MENT  Bill. 
Home  of  Refresentalives: 

Order  of  leave  and  jr.,  1892;  2R.  moved, 
1946 

Constitution  Alteration  (Court  of  CRnaitAi 
Aficals)  Bui.. 

Senate : 

Order  of  leave,  3411  ;  iR.,  3861 ;  21. 
moved,  4540 ;  Bill  restored  to  paper, 
479».  5705 

Constitution  Alteration  (Finance)  Bill. 

House  of  Refresenttttives  : 
Leave  to  give  notice  of  motion  for  leave 
to  introduce  refused,  304S;  leaTC  to 
move  for  leave  to  introduce  refused, 
3050;  m.,  for  order  of  leave  moved, 
3154;  debated,  3284,  3334,  3593,  3637, 
3680,  3716,  3775,  3809,  3872,  J961,  4041, 
4070,  4161  i  agreed  to  and  ib.,  41S4; 
3R.  moved  and  debated,  4358;  Bill  read 
a  second  time,  4400 ;  considered  in  C9m., 
4400.  5^».  53*4.  5478.  5544;  Kported, 
5667;  ad.  ref.  moved  and  debated, 
S714;  agreed  to,  ^733;  3R.  moved  aa<t 
debated,  5776;  Bill  read  a  third  time, 
5801 ;  Bill  returned  from  Senate  without 
amdt.,  €6go 

Senate  : 

Bill  received  from  House  of  Representa- 
tive* and  IB.  5774;  2R.  moved,  586^: 
debated,  5973*  6083,  6199,  C^t ;  HiV. 
read  a  second  time  and  considered  is 
cam.,  6366,  643;;  ad.  ref.,  m.s.o.,  m.  at 
to  3R.  and  call  of  Senate,  6459;  3R. 
moved  and  m.  for  reeom.,  6585;  recom. 
m.  nef^atived,  6589;  Bill  read  a  tiiird 
time,  6592 
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Bills — continued. 

CoNSTiTtmoN  Alibution  {iMDOsnuL  Condi- 
tions) Bill. 
Senate: 

Orderof  leaTC,  1046;  iB.,  3914;  aR.  moved, 
5319;  debated,  5325;  negatived,  5329 

CoNSTiTimoN    Alteration  (Nationauzation 
OF  MoNopouES)  Bell. 
Senate: 

Order  of  leave  and  iR.,  307;  moved, 
>759 

CONSTmrriOM  Alteration  (State  Dkbts)  Bill. 

Houte  of  Refresentatives : 
Order  of  leave  and  iR.  moved  and  de< 
bated,  3176;   Bill   read   a  first  time, 
317S;  2R.  moved,  3800;  debated,  4184 -, 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  reported  and 
ad.  rep,,  4187;  311.  moved  and  debated, 
5733.  5744:  Bin  read  a  third  time,  W45; 
Bill  returned  from  Senate  without 
atndt.,  6690 

Senate  ; 

Bill  received  from  House  of  Representa- 
tives and  iR.,  5746 ;  m.  as  to  call  of 
Senate,  6459 ;  a?,  moved,  6507 ;  debated, 
6509;  Bill  read  a  second  time  and  re- 
ported from  com.,  ad.  ref.^  m.s.c.,  m. 
as  to  call  of  Senate  and  3R.,  6519;  Bill 
read  a  third  time,  659a 

Ojstous  Tarifi  Bilu 
Senate  t 

Order  of  leave  and  is.,  2995 

DiFRNCx  Bill. 

House  of  Representatives: 
Order  of  leave  moved  and  debated,  3016; 
agreed  to,  3017 ;  iR.,  leave  to  move; 
aB.,  without  notice  refused  and  m.$.o. 
moved  and  debated,  3607;  agreed  to  on 
division  and  aR.  moved,  3613;  debated, 
4454,  4553 ;  Bill  read  a  second  time, 
4574  i  considered  in  com.,  4574,  4670, 
4745.  485i»  4930.  4957;  reported,  5002; 
ad.  ref.  moved  and  m.  fox  recom.  of 
clause  a,  5053 ;  m.  negatived,  5067 ;  m.  for 
recom.  to  consider  proposed  new  section 
151  moved  and  debated,  5067 ;  negatived, 
5068;  m.  for  recom.  for  consideration 
of  certain  new  clauses  moved,  5068 ; 
debated,  5069;  agreed  to  and  recom,, 
5070;  reported,  5085;  ad.  rep.  and  3R. 
moved  and  debated,  ^135;  Bill  read  a 
third  time,  514S;  Bill  returned  from 
Senate  with  amdts.,  6933;  eons,  amdts., 
6c)g3;  ad.  ref.,  7007;  message  from 
Senate,  7169 

Senate : 

Bill  received  from  House  of  Representa- 
tives and  iR.,  5316 ;  SR.  moved,  ^308 ; 
debated,  5394,  5526,  5671 ;  Bill  read  a 
second  time  and  considered  in  com., 
5689,  5746,  5879,  66og,  6703 ;  reported, 
'6719;  ad.  rep.  moved  and  m.  for  re- 
eom.,  6797;  recom.,  6798;  ad.  ref.  and 
3R.  moved,  6805 ;  recom,  moved  and 
debated,  6805 ;  negatived  and  Bill  read 
a  third  time,  6806;  message  from  House 
of  Representatives,  6977 ;  e^ns.  met.,  and 
ad.  rep.,  7023 


Bnxs — continued. 

Electoral  Bill. 

House  of  Re-prcsenttUives: 
Order  of  leave,  1331 

Electoral  Bill  (No.  i). 
Senate: 

Order  of  leave  and  iR.,  3995;  3>.  moved, 
3109;  debated,  3131 ;  Bill  read  a  second 
time  and  considered  in  com.,  315a,  333a, 
3438,  386r,  3922;  reported,  3933;  ad. 
rep.  moved  and  debated,  4009;  (m.  for 
recom.  moved,  4011  ;  negatived,  4021); 
agreed  to,  4033;  3R.,  4124;  Bill  returned 
from  House  01  Representatives  with 
amdts.,  6367;  eons,  amdts.j  65x3;  ad. 
'ip'i  653<(;  message  from  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, 6609 

Heutt  of  Refresentativet: 

Bill  received  from  Senate  and  it.,  4184! 

2R.  moved,  5085 ;  debated,  5090,  5148, 
5179.  5457.  5733,;  Bill  read  a  second 
time  and  committed  pro  formd,  5744; 
considered  in  com.,  5844,  6058,  6119, 
6359 :  reported,  6313 ;  recom.  moved, 
6378;  debated,  agreed  to,  and  recom., 
C379;  reported,  m.s.o.,  report  adopted 
and  3R.  moved,  debated,  and  agreed  to, 
6386;  message  from  Senate  and  tons, 
met.,  6655 

Elbctobal  Bnx  (No.  a). 
Senate: 

Order  of  leave  and  IB.,  4009;  2B.  moved, 
5329;  debated,  5331;  negatived,  5333 

High  Couuissioner  Bill. 

House  of  Representalives: 

Order  of  leave,  1359;  iR-,  2198:  2B. 
moved,  2301  (message  recommending  ap- 
propriation, 2508) ;  debated,  3057 ;  n,, 
that  question  be  now  put,  3098;  Bill 
read  a  second  time  and  considered  in 
com.,  3099;  (m.  for  the  House  to  re- 
solve itself  into  com,  on  following  day 
moved  and  debated,  3099;  agreed  to, 
3101),  3178,  3545;  reported,  3572;  m., 
3588 ;  recom.  moved,  debated,  with- 
drawn, and  ad,  rtf.t  3593 ;  appropriation 
in  com,  moved  ana  debated,  35S8 ;  agreed 
to  and  ad.  ref.,  3593 ;  3E.  moved  and  de- 
bated, 3630 ;  Bill  read  a  third  time, 
3637 ;  Bill  returned  from  Senate  with 
amdts.,  4649 ;  cons,  amdis.,  6481,  6635 ; 
ad.  ref.  moved  and  debated,  6640; 
agreed  to,  6641 ;  message  from  Senate, 
6-93 

Senate: 

Bill  received  from  House  of  Representa- 
tives and  iR.,  3861;  3R.  moved,  3915! 
debated,  3924,  3943,  4023,  4143,  4208; 
Bill  read  a  second  time  and  considered 
in  com.,  4226,  4319,  4416;  reported, 
4417 ;  ad.  ref,  moved  and  debated, 
4504;  agreed  to,  4518;  4594;  mew 
sage  from  House  of  Representatives^ 
6609;  cons,  mes.,  6694;  ad.  ref.,  6703 

Immigration  RKSTRicnoN  Bill. 
Senate  : 
Assent' reported,  8 
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BlLL9—c9mtiitMed. 
Intes-State  coinassioN  Box. 
Senate: 

Order  of  leave,  3860;  is.,  4009;  2X.  moved, 
4125;  debated,  4437*  453° 
Invaud  and  Old-age  Pensions  (Section  24) 
Box. 
Senate : 

Order  of  leave,    2o§9;    ie.,   2352;  as. 
moved,  3940;  debated,  3942 

Invaud  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill. 

Haute  of  Refretentatives : 

Order  of  leave,  ir.,  m.s.o.  and  as. 
moved,  1332;  debated,  1334,  142 1 ;  Bill 
read  a  second  time  and  considered  in 
ccm.,  1430  (f.o.,  1432-63),  1551;  Bill 
reported  ana  m.s.o.,  1602 ;  recom. 
moved,  and  ad.  ref.,  1603;  3S.  moved 
and  debated,  and  Bill  read  a  third  time, 
1604 ;  Bill  returned  from  Senate  with 
amdts.  and  eons,  amdts.,  aaor,  3327 ; 
teaolutions  reported,  aaS3i  lUent  re- 
ported, 2557 
Senate :  , 

Bill  received  from  House  of  Representa- 
tives and  iB.,  1730;  2S.  moved,  1955; 
debated,  1057 ;  Bill  read  a  second  time, 
and  considered  in  com.,  1976  {f.o., 
1980-4),  2069 ;  reported,  2091 ;  ad.  ref. 
moved  and  amdt,  for  reeom,  moved, 
2148;  debated,  2140;  recom.,  2160;  Bill 
reported,  m.s.o.  and  ad.  ref.  moved 
and  debated,  2174;  af;reed  to,  and  Bill 
read  a  third  time,  2175;  message  from 
House  of  Representatives,  2357;  assent 
reported,  2509 

Invalid  and   Old-agb    E^nsions  (Incoicb) 
Bill. 

House  of  Representatives: 

Order  of  leave  moved,  6370;  debatedj 
6371 ;  IS.  and  2s.  moved  and  debated, 
O375;  Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  con- 
sidered in  com.,  6376;  reported;  m.s.o. 
and  Bill  passed  tbrough  its  remaining 
stages,  6378;  message  from  Senate,  6877 

Senate  : 

Bill  received  from  House  of  Representa- 
tives, IB.,  6321;  2R.  moved,  6519;  de- 
bated, 6520;  Bill  read  a  second  time, 
reported  from  com.,  ad.  ref,  and  m.  as 
to  3B.,  652a;  Bill  read  a  third  time, 
6797 

Land  Tax  Assessmint  Biil. 
House  of  Representatives  - 
Order  of  leave  and  18.,  31 

LCCmUATTON  OF  CHILDREN  BILL. 

House  of  Representatives  : 

Order  of  leave,  2681 ;  iB.,  4356 
Lighthouses  Bill. 
Senate: 

Order  of  leave,  iB.,  and  m.t.o.y  1378-9; 
m.  that  2B.  be  an  order  of  the  day  for 
a  later  hour,  1379  i  as.  moved,  2263; 
debated,  2626;  Bill  read  a  second  time 
and  considered  io  com.,  2632,  2705;  ad. 
rep.,  2714}  31..  3842 
House  of  Representatives : 
Bill  received  from  Senate  and  i>.,  2902 


haxsr—eoniinued, 
Manotactueks  Encoobagzhent  Bill. 
Senate: 
Assent  reported,  8 

MAUN!  iHStnUKCI  BiLL  (NO.  l). 

SemUi: 
Order  of  leave,  53 

ICaunb  Insdsancb  Bill  (No.  2). 

House  of  Refresenttttivet: 
Motion  to  resume  Consideration  ct  stage 
reached  last  session,  moved  and  de- 
bated, 1327 ;  agreed  to,  1331 ;  Bill  coo- 
sidercd  in  com.,  4187;  ad,  ref.  and  3X., 
4193 ;  Bill  returned  from  Senate  with 
amdts.  and  cons,  amdts.,  5436 :  assent 
reported,  5804 

Senate : 

Bill  received  from  House  of  Representa- 
tives, IB.,  4159;  3S.  moved,  4720;  de- 
bated, 4722 ;  Bill  read  a  second  time, 
4725;  considered  in  com.,  4725,  5^35; 
reported,  5238;  ad.  rep.,  5298;  3R., 
5394 ;  message  from  House  of  Rcpre* 
sentativfs,  5502 ;  assent  reported,  5851 

Naval  Loan  Bill. 

House  of  Repretenta/ivei : 

Message  recommending  appropriation, 
6486;  appropriation  to  com.  moved  and 
debated,  6539 ;  agreed  to,'  reported 
order  of  leave,  and  is.,  6562 ;  as. 
moved,  6632;  debated,  6656,  6728;  Bill 
read  a  second  time,  and  committed  pro 
formd,  6793;  considered  in  com.,  6877; 
m.s.o.,  ad.  rep,,  and  3B.,  6922 ;  mes- 
sage from  Senate,  7169 

Senate  : 

Bill  received  from  House  of  Representa- 
tives and  IS.,  6860;  2B.  moved,  6937; 
debated,  6944;  Bill  read  a  second  time, 
and  considered  in  torn.,  6976,  7023; 
reported,  7039;  m.s.o.,  ad.  ref.,  and 
3".,  7<HO 

Navigation  Bill. 
Senate : 

Motion  to  resume  consideration  at  stage 
reached  last  session,  53 

NoBFOLK  Island  Bill. 
Home  of  Representatvpet : 
Order  of  leave  and  is.,  1358;  2R.  moved, 
1941 

Ndrthekn  Tebbitobv  AccEPrAVCi  Bill. 
House  of  Representatives : 

Order  of  leave  moved,  -Jebated,  and 
agreed  to,  1331;  iH-i  i3S9)  moved, 
1878;  debated,  2030,  2307,  2408,  2445 
(message  recommending  appropriatioa, 
2508) ;  4193.  4339.  4S75>  46m;  Bill 
read  a  second  time,  403a ;  considered  is 
com,,  4632,  4655,  5810;  reported,  5844] 
cons.  mes.  from  Governor-General,  and 
ad.  ref.,,  5844 ;  recom.  moved,  5916; 
debated,  5918 ;  negatived,  and  js. 
moved  and  debated,  5940;  Bill  read  a 
third  time,  5967 
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Bills — eoniinutd. 

NORBEBN   TZRRITORV    AOCIFTANCE  BlLL— ^«fl- 
tinmed. 

Stnate: 

Bill  received  from  House  of  Representa- 
tives, and  m.,  5960;  2R.  moved,  6503; 
debated,  6604,  6719,  6806;  Bill  read  a 
second  time,  aod  considered  in  torn., 
6858 

Officebs'  Compensation  Bill. 
House  of  Representatives: 

Message  lecom  men  ding  appropriation, 
6478;  appropriation  in  com.  moved  and 
debated,  6563;  agreed  to,  ad.  ref.y 
order  uf  Te.-ive,  and  ir.,  6565 ;  2B., 
moved  and  debated,  7254;  Bill  read  a 
second  time,  reported,  m.s.o.,  ad.  rtf., 
and  3R.,  7259;  message  from  Senate^ 
7276 

Semaie: 

Bill  receiTed  from  Hous*  of  Represents- 

tive^  t/t.s.n  It.  and  aR.  moved  and 
debated,  7216;  Bill  read  a  second  time 
and  considered  in  com.,  721S;  ad.  rep.f 
and  Bill  read  a  third  time,  7219 

O1.D-AGE  Pensions  Appropriation  Bnx. 
Home  of  Refresentalives : 

Message  recommending  appropriation, 
1300;  appropriation  in  torn,  moved  alid 
debated,  1604;  ad.  ref.^  Bill  pre- 
sented, and  iR.  1609;  2K.  moved,  1822; 
debated,  1823 ;  Bill  read  a  second  time, 
and  considered  in  com.,  rSag  ;  ad-,  ref., 
and  Bill  read  a  third  time.  *i8^o;  Bill 
returned  fiom  Senate  without  amend- 
meat,  1893 ;  assent  reported,  2201 

Senate  : 

Bill  received  from  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, m.s.a.,  iR.  and  2K.  moved  and 
debated,  1833 ;  Bill  read  a  tiecond  time, 
and  considered  ID  eotn.f  1851  :  ad.  rep. 
and  3R.,  1852;  assent  reported,  2354 

PARIJAMENTARV  WiTXESSES  BlLL. 

Senatt: 

Motion  to  request  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  resume  consideration  at  stage 
reached  last  session,  266 ;  message  from 
House  of  Representatives,  1369 

House  0/  Representatives  : 

Message  from  Senate,  303;  eont.  mes., 
I3» 

Patekts  Bill. 
Senate  : 

Order  of  leave,  and  ir.,  1636;  an.  moved, 
3357;  debated,  2373,  2610;  Bill  read  a 
second  time,  2612;  m.,  for  instruction 
to  com.  moved,  261a;  debated,  2613; 
agreed  to,  and  Bill  considered  in  r#M., 
2618;  reported,  2626;  ad.  rep,.  3705; 
iR.,  284a;  Bill  returned  from  Honse  of 
Representatives  with  arrnfts.,  7022 ; 
m.s.o,  and  message  ordered  to  be  con- 
sidered at  a  later  hour,  7c  23;  com, 
amdtt.j  7057;  ad.  rtp.^  7064 


Bills — continued. 

Patents  Biu-— continued. 
House  of  Representatives: 

Bill  received  from  Senate,  and  IK., 
390a;  SR.,  moved,  7007;  Bill  read  a 
second  time,  and  considered  in  com., 
7009;  reported,  m.s.o.,  and  Bill  passed 
through  its  remaining  stages,  7010;  mes- 
sage trom  Senate,  7169 

Post  and  Tslkgraph  Bill. 
House  of  Representatives: 
Order  of  leave,  3406:  ir.,  3413 

Post  and  Tklegraph  (Recording  MAcmms) 

Bill. 

Senate : 

Motion  to  resume  consideration  at  stage 
reached  last  session,  266 ;  com.,  1379, 
3266;  reported,  2371  j  ad.  rep.,  2373; 
3R-,  2456 
House  of  Representatives: 

Bill  received  from  Senate  and  it.,  2508; 
sR.  moved,  4401 ;  debated,  4404,  4590 

FKEFtREKTIAL  VonNG  BILL. 
Senate: 

Order  of  leave,  5971 

Public  Service  (Appeals)  Bill. 
Senate : 
Order  of  leave  and  iR.,  5097 

Public  Service  Bill. 

House  of  Representatives: 
Message  recommending  appropriation, 
5708 ;  appropriation  in  com.,  order  of 
leave,  and  rR.,  6478;  sr.  moved,  6565; 
debated,  6568;  Bill  read  a  second  time 
and  considered  in  com.,  6582;  ad.  rep., 
m.s.o.,  and  3R.,  6583 ;  Bill  returned 
from  Senate  with  an  amdt.,  7169;  ««/, 
amdts.,  735a ;  ad.  rep.,  7254 ;  message 
from  Senate,  7276 

Senate  : 

Bill  received  from  House  of  Representa- 
tives and  IR.,  6609;  3R.  moved,  7040; 
debated,  7043 ;  Bill  read  a  second  time, 
7053 ;  m.  to  empower  com.  to  consider 
amdt.  of  principal  Act  to  provide  for 
salaries  and  increments  being  fixed  hj 
Statute,  moved,  7052;  debated,  7053; 
negatived  and  Bill  considered  in  com., 
7054;  m.s.o.,  ad.  rep.,  and  3I.  moved 
and  debated,  7055;  Bill  read  a  third 
time,  7057 ;  message  from  Hoose  of 
Representatives,  m.s.o.,  and  cont.  mes., 
7213;  ad.  rep.,  7214 

Referbnodu  fCoNSTrnmoN  ALTmunoN)  Bill. 
Senate: 

Order  of  leave  and  ir.,  4308;  aft.  moved 
and  agreed  to.  Bill  reptorted  from  eom. 
and  ad.  rep.,  as^o;  3H.,  4594*  message 
from  House  of  Representatives,  6459 
House  of  Representatives: 

Bill  received  from  Senate  and  it.,  464^; 
3R.   moved   and   agreed  to,   5093;  Bill 
considered  in  com.,  5093,  6478;  ad.  rep., 
m.s.o.,  and  3R.,  moyi;d,  debated,  ai- 
agreed  to,  ^^^^^^(^oOgle 
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Bills — tcntinued. 

SeAUEN'S  COMPENSAnON  Biu.. 
Stnate: 

Ordet  of  leare,  53,  1377 ;  ts.  and  M.r.9., 
1377-8;  *■•>  2B.  be  as  Older  of  the 

day  for  a  later  hour,  1378;  an,  moved, 
1405;  debated,  1473,  174Q ;  Bill  read  a 
second  time  and  committed  fro  foftnd. 
1758;  considered  in  com.,  2271, 1393,  3934, 
*995»  3"5»  reported,  3131;  ad.  ref., 
moved  and  debated,  3320 ;  agreed  to, 
3^22;  3R.,  34lt;  Bill  returned  from 
House  of  Representatives  with  an  arndL^ 
6977 ;  eons.  amdt.  and  ad.  fef-,  702s 
House  of  Refretentatives: 
Bill  received  from  Senate  and  iB.,  3504; 
2K.  moved,  6930;  debated,  6931;  3ill 
read  a  second  time  and  considered  in 
cam.,  6933;  m.s.o.,  ad.  rep.,  and  3B., 
6934;  message  from  Senate,  7169 

Skat  op  GovEKiwEin  Acxxptahcx  Bill. 
Senate: 

Order  of  leave,  4308;  iB.,  4232;  a. 
moved,  4397 ;  debated,  4308,  4417,  4701. 
4791;  Bill  read  a  second  time,  4812,  m. 
empowering  com.  to  consider  agreement 
referred  to  in  preamble  moved  and 
agreed  to,  4813;  m.  to  dissent  from 
ruling  that  instruction  to  eom.  to  con- 
sider the  substitution  of  Dalgety  for 
Yass-Canberra,  is  out  of  order,  moved, 
4815;  debated,  4899;  negatived  on 
division,  4909;  Bill  considered  in  com., 
4909,  4910,  5004;  reported,  5028;  ad. 
ref.,  m.s.o.t  and  3K.,  509^}  message 
from  House  of  Representatives,  6459 

House  of  Refreseniatives: 
Bill  received  from  Senate  and  is.,  5134; 
3K.  moved,  5169,  5186;  Bill  read  a 
second  time,  5201 ;  considered  in  com^, 
53or,  6386,  646^;  ad.  ref.,  m.s.o.^  and 
3R.  moved,  debated,  and  agreed  to, 
647* 

Seat  of  Oovernment  (^"ASs-C\sBERRA}  Bill. 

Senate  : 

Assent  reported,  8 

Sdfplemektart  Appropsution  Bill,  1907-8. 
House  of  Refreseniatives; 
Order  of  leave,  Bill  presented  and  passed 
through  all  its  stages,  7389;  message 
from  Senate,  7389 

Senate : 

Bill  received  from  House  of  Representa- 
tives and  passed  through  all  its  stages, 
7226 

Sdwi-EMKNTary    Appropriation  (Works  ahd 
BuaoiNGS)  Bill  1907-S. 

House  of  Refresentativet: 
Order  of  leave,  Bill  presented  and  passed 
throu^  all  its  stages,  7389;  message 
from  Senate,  7290 

Senate : 

Bill  received  from  Ronse  of  Repiesenta- 
tivet  and  pasMd  through  all  iu  stages, 
7226 


Bills — eontiuued. 

Sdpplt  Bill  (No.  i). 

House  of  Refreseniatives : 

Message  recommending  appropriation,  43S; 
int.,  471-517 ;  appropriation  in  €om. 
moved,  517;  amendment  to  reduce  vote 
to  one  month's  supply,  518;  amdt,  nega- 
tived and  m.  agreed  to  and  reported, 
534 ;  ways  and  means,  order  of  leave. 
Bill  presented  and  rR.,  593;  3%.  moved 
and  debated,  592;  Bill  read  a  second 
time  and  considered  in  com.,  6or ;  ad. 
rtf.  and  3R.,  646;  Bill  returned  fron 
Senate  without  request  and  assent  re. 
ported,  814 

Senate : 

Bill  received  from  House  of  Representa- 
tives and  iR,  moved,  647 ;  debated,  649, 
679;  Bill  rtfad  a  first  time,  m.s.o.  and 
2R.  moved  and  debated.  686;  Bill  read  s 
second   time  and  considered   in  com. 

7°3>  748782;  ad.  ref.,  3R.  moved 
and  debated  and  Bill  read  a  third  time, 
782;  assent  reported,  865 

StiFPLr  Bill  (No.  2). 

Souse  of  Refreseniatives: 
Appropriation  in  com.  moved,  3360;  de- 
bated, 3361 J  agreed  to,  ad.  ref.,  m.s.o^ 
order  of  leave.  Bill  presented  and 
passed  through  all  its  stages,  3408;  Bill 
returned  from  Senate  without  request, 
3504;  assent  reported,  3604 

Seiuie  : 

Bill  received  from  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, m.s.o.,  and  ir.,  moved  and  de- 
bated, 3413;  Bill  read  a  fifst  time,  aad 
3H.  moved  and  debated,  3426;  Bill  read 
a  second  time  and  considered  in  com 
3427;  ad  ref.  and  3R.,  3438;  assent  re- 
ported, 3861 

SOPPLY  Bill  (No.  3). 
House  of  Refreseniatives: 

Int.,  4253;  appropriation  in  com.  moved, 
4379;  debated,  4280;  agreed  to  ed. 
ref.,  m.s.o.,  order  of  leave,  Bill  pre- 
sented and  passed  through  all  its  stages, 
4*96;  Bill  returned  from  Senate  with- 
out  request,  4356;  assent  reported.  4357 
Senate  : 

Bill  received  from  House  of  Represoita- 
tives;  iR.,  m.s.o.  and  2R.  moved  and 
debated,  4310;  Bill  read  a  second  time 
and  considered  in  com.,  4314;  reported 
and  passed  through  its  remaining 
stofe*,  4319:  assent  reported,  4407 

SuFPLr  Bill  (No.  4). 

House  of  Refresentatives. 

Int.,  m.s.o.,  and  appropriation  in  torn. 
moved  and  debated,  5438 ;  agreed  to  and 
ad.  ref. ,  5452 ;  order  of  leave.  Bill 
presented  and  passed  through  all  its 
stages,    5453  i    message    from  Scaate, 
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Bnxs — iontinued. 
SiPPi-T  Biii  (No.  4)—eontiHued. 
Senate  • 

Bill  receWed  from  House  of  RepieseDtn* 
twes  and  ib.,  550a;  m.j.o.  moved  and 
debated,  ^50,^;  agreed  to  and  2r.  moved, 
5^7 ;  Bill  read  a  second  lime  nnd  con- 
sidered in  £om.,  550S;  ad.  ref.  and  3s., 
55a6;  assent  reported,  5696 

Soituis  RcvDniE  Bnx. 
Veuse  of  Refresentatives  ■ 

OrrTer  of  le»ve  ind  3i(,,  663^ ;  as.  moved 
ami  drbatedj  Cg23;  Bill  read  a  second 
time  and  considered  in  eon.,  6927;  ad. 
rep.,  m.f.o.,  and  311.  moved  and  de- 
bated, 6*)ac);  Bill  read  a  third  time, 
6930;  message  from  Senate,  7169 
Senate  : 

Bill  received  from  House  of  Representa- 
tives and  IB,,  6037;  Bill  read  a  second 
time  and  passed  through  its  remaining 
stages,  7040 

Telegraph  (Ehescency)  Bill. 
House  of  Refresentatives: 

Order  of  leave,  1358 ;  ir.  1421  ;  jr.  moved, 
1948;  debated,  1949;  Bill  read  a  second 
time  and  considered  in  com.,  4400;  re- 
potted, 4401;  ad.  rep.  and  31.,  4503; 
message  irvm  Senate,  4851;  assent  re- 
ported, 5185 

Senate  : 

Bill  received  from  House  of  Representa- 
tives and  iR.,  4504;  3B.  moved,  4740; 
Bill  read  a  second  time,  reported  from 
rom.  and  ad.  ref.,  4741;  3R.,  4790;  as- 
sent reported,  5216 

OONUXIT  u  noK, 

AUENDHE?fT  OF. 

Senate : 

New  Protection  {see  Trade  and  Customs). 
Payment  to  States,  Budget,  2855-6,  agio, 
2919 

House  of  Refresentatives: 

Copits  of,  for  use  of  electors,  adj.,  7209 
New  Protection  [see  Trade  and  Customs). 
Payment     to     States,     Budget,  2566-73, 
2583;  adj.,  2765;  Budget,  2796,  3878-g; 
cbs.,  3040 

Provision  for  Referendum,  Budget,  2581-2 
Motion  proifosed  by  Mr.  Hall  to  acquire 
fur  tlic  I'arliament  constitutional  power 
to  own  and  control  monopolies,  1795; 
debated,  3654-66. 

Questions  by — 

Mr.  Wise,  transfer  of  all  State  debts, 
1787 

Mr.  Haghes,  industrial  and  other  mat- 
ters, 2486 

Mr.  Bamfor<1,  uniliration,  2129,  2305 

Mr.  Catts,  railway    and    tramway  em 
ployis,  5333 

Dr.    Malnncv,   abolition   of  Legislative 
Council,  5455.  554.? 

Dr.  Maloney,  elective  Ministries,  5713 


CONSTmjTios — continued. 
ImUPKEUTKHf  OF. 
House  of  Representatives: 
Questioas  by — 

Mr.  Edwards,  State  subsidy  to  neamihip 
line,  1316 

Mr.  Hughes,  powers  of  PuUament 
under  section  51,  axsQ 

Mr.  O'Malley,  proper  persons  to  inter- 
pret, 463a 

DEFBNOB. 

Adhikisisation. 

Senate : 

Efficiency  of,  address,  as 

Pearce,      Senator,     Administration  of 

Budget,  2530,  2554 
Question  by  Senator  Neild,  military  ttafi 
clerks,  6690 

House  of  Representatives: 

Business  side  of  department,  supply,  7175 
Central  administration,  expi.,  3708-9 
Defence  Bill,  suffly,  3399 
Disorganized  state  of  r  orces  t  Allegntloni 
by   SergeoDt-Major   Daly,   tftf^,  1362, 
4650 
Questions  by — 
Mr.  T.  Brown,  allegations  by  Sergeant- 
Major  Daly,  1524,  1901,  2299,  3509. 
3807,  4623 
Mr.  Roberts,  Defence  Bill,  2299,  33^, 
Mr.  Hughes,  2860;  3154.  4067,  4100; 
Mr.  Chanter,  1051,  3358;  Mr.  Fn*et 
3709;  Mr.  Fisner  40^ 
Mr.  Crouch,  military  staff  cleAs,  3871, 
5240 

Mr.  Crouch,  conference  ox  pennaacnl 
officers,  4067 

[See  Defence  Bnr.,  under  "Bius.'^ 

Aeroplanes  and  Flying  Macbimu. 

Senate  : 

Question  by  Senator  demons,  aerial  navi- 
gation, 1367 

House  of  Representatives : 
Expenditure  on,  Budget,  3863 
Prize  for  military  Aying  machine,  adj., 

5094-5 
Questioas  by — 

Mr.    O'Malley,    an    aerial    fleet,  2769, 

3334  ,  . 

Mr.  Palmer,  prize  for  successinl  mvcn- 
tion  of  aeroplane,  1901 

Ammunition. 
Senate : 

Rifle  ammunition,  suffty,  2831 
House  erf  Rcfresentativet: 
Sale  of,  supply,  7175-6 
Questions  by — 

Mr,  Crouch,  explosives  manufactured  by 
'>i)uth  African  M.anufncturi*i>r  Com- 
pany, 113 

•   Mr.   Kelly,   manufacture    of  cordite, 

Mr,  Kowlcr,  (|(.-r<-ctive  cartrt^l0fp5239| 
Mr.  Hedges,  5239,  5709 
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Aucs  AND  AuiananoN  Factoit, 
Semete : 

Maribynumg    Cordite    Factory,  tuf^y, 

3831 
Qnestioni  by — 

Senator   Pearce,  corresposdeoce  as  to 
tenders,  1363;  machinery  for  factory, 

147a.  34" 
House  of  RefresentaHves : 
Lithgow  factory,  suffly,  7179 
Mecnanics  :  Visit  to  America,  adj.,  1727 
Motion  by  Mr.  Mahon,  affirming  that  small 
arms  factory  should  be  witnin  Federal 
territory,  1550 
Small  arms  factory,  Victoria,  tufflyt  7178 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  MahoQ,  location  of  proposed  foe 

tory,  1300,  1418 
Sir  William  Lyne,  tenders  for  Lithgon 

factory,  1418 ;  Mr.  Catts,  1418 
Mr.  Fowler,  manufacture  of  cartridgt 

cases,  1786 
Mr.  Mathews,  employes,  1S66 
Mr.  Carr,  training  of  moulders,  2734 
Mr.  Batchelor,   mechanics  sent  abroad 

for  training,  a86i 
Mr.  Bowden,  plans  of  Lithgow  Works, 

Dr.    Malon^,    mechanics,  small  arms 
factory.  3606 

[See  "RiFUts.'T 

AntLTMT :  G0K8,  nc. 
Senate  : 

Artillery  Range*  Victoria,  tuffly,  2831 
Question  by  Senator  Pearce,  ammunition 
waggons,  5970 
House  of  RefresentaHves: 

Mark  VTI.  6-in.  guns,  suffly^  64; 
Quick  Firing  Guns,  sufpy,  2598 
Sale  of  disused  guns,  suffly^  7175-6 
ISee  FOHTIFICATIONS.] 

Cadets. 
Senate  : 

Medical  report,  suffly,  660 
Parade  in  Melbourne,  suffly,  660,  676, 
680,  6S6 

Training  of,  suffly.  660,  676,  681,  686  j 
Budget,  2520,  371(1;  regulations  as  to, 
suffly,  66a,  680,  686 
Uniforms,  suffly,  66r 
Question  by — 
Senator     Neild,    officers  commanding 
cadets.  New  South  Wales,  4S99,  5004 
Senator  Needhani,  fatality  to  cadet  at 

Karrakatta  Rifle  Range,  5388 
Senator    Pearce,    supply    of    liquor  to 

cadets  at  tattoo,  5<)68 
Senator  Dobson,  instruction  on  handling 
of  fireaims,  6197,  6315 

House  of  RefresentaHves  : 
Boys'  brigades,  suffly,  6050 
Drink,  alleged  supply  of  to  cadets,  suf^ 

fly,  6039-41,  6047-9 
Expenditure  sn,  Budget,  2422 
Regulations,  suffly,  662,  680,  686 
Training  of,  address,  37 
Uniforms,  suffly,  640 


DmNCC — continued. 
CuxtSr— continued. 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Palmer,  rifles  for,  471 

Mr.   Hedges,  charge  for  military  in- 

structor,  Perth  High  School,  2652 
Mr.  Crouch,  cadet  camp,  Geelong,  train 

fares,  4 161 
Mr.  Bruce  Smith,  uniforms  of  junitft 

cadets,  4957 
Mr.  Mauger,  supply  of  liquor  to  cadets, 

5899,  6142,  6538;  Mr.  Hutchison,  6370 
Mr.  Tudor,  Brunswick  boys'  naTal  bri- 
gade, 5915 
Mr.  Fowler,  killing  of  a  cadet  by  es- 

plodiag  cartridge,  5239,  6368 
Mr.-  Crouch,  new  battalions,  6538 
Or.  Liddell,  cadets  at  Kitchener  camps, 

6869 

[Sec  Cahfs;  also  Dcfknce  Bnx,  ooder 
"  Bills."] 

OufPS. 
Sen^e: 

Cadet  camps,  suffly^  660 
Period  of  training  in.  Budget,  25x9 
[See  also  CADETS.] 
House  of  Refresenttttives: 
Provision  for,  suffly,  7173 
Seymour  Camp,  suffly,  7176 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Bowden,  projected  camp  at  Liver- 
pool,  6350 

Mr.  Tilley  Brown,  camps  at  Seynwnr, 
7065 

\See  also  under  "  KtiCBENia,  Lord.'*] 

COLUGB,  MiLRAIT. 
House  of  Refretenii^vet: 

Establishment  of.  Budget,  2845 
Provision  for,  suffly,  7174 

COWBMSATION. 
House  of  RefresentaHves: 
Anderson,  Charles,  pension  claims,  adj., 

281^ ;  suffly,  5447 
Question  by  Mr.  Crouch,  payment  of  com- 
pensation, 5455 

Defence  Bii.t., 

House  of  Refresentatives: 
Question  by  Mr.  Hughes,  second  reading 
fixing  date  of,  4160.   [See  also  **  Biils^ 

DiraNCB,  Natal. 

Senate : 

Artisans,  sent  to  England  for  traioiag, 

address,  25 
Australiao  Navy,  address,  13,  aj,  aS,  95; 

suffly,  768 
Canadian  etample,  address,  27 
College,   Naval,   proposed  establiihneat, 

ft'PP^y,  3414..  341"; 

Destroyers,  Building  of,  address,  13,  35 
Fremantle  repairing  dock,  suffly,  3836 
Invasion  of  Australia,  possibility  of,  smf 

fly,  768 
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DlFBNCE — continued. 
Defence,  Naval — continued. 

Policy  of  (Fisher)  Government,  addrett, 
27,  67 

Yarra  River  n»al  station,  suf-fiy,  1831, 

2832 
Questions  by- 
Senator  Keating,  fuel  oil  deposit*  for 

supplying  warships,  305,  1368 
Senator   E.  J.   Russell,   State  tenders 

for  construction  of  third  torpedo  boftt 

destroyer,  52 
Senator  Macfarlane,  boarding  Itoe  for 

vessels,  Hobart,  3609 
Senator  Needliam,  piopoied  nanl  eol- 

lege,    3859 ;    Senator    F  earce,  4700, 
^4789 

Senator    Peatce,    correspoDdence  with 

Admiralty,  3108 
Senator  demons,  entrance  to  the  Navy, 

4297,  6197 
Senator  Clemons,  cruisers  of  the  Bristtl 

type,  4297,  4503 
Senator   Guthrie,   training  of  artisans 
■  sent  to  Eogland.  4790 
Senator  Pearce,  naming  of  torpedo  de- 

itioyen,  5746 
Senator  Pearce,  equipment  of  destrovers. 

Senator  Dobson,   Navy  War  Council, 
7210 

House  of  Refreseniatives : 
Australian  nftvy,  ex^.,  982;  Budget^  2579 
Destroyers,   Building   of,   address.,  296; 

Budget.  2423;  tuf^y,  3526,  3527,  3531, 

3533:  adj.,  5453 
Motion  by  Mr.  Joseph  Cook,  expiessing 

approval  of  scheme  of  naval  defence, 

adopted  at  Imperial  Conference,  6251 ; 

closure    moved,    6355,    6258 ;  motion 

agreed  to,  6359;  attitude  of  Opposition, 

expl.^  6434 
Policy  of  (Dealtin)  Govemmeat,  Bmdttt, 

2422,  2434,  2436,  2574,  2578 
Policy  of  (Fisher)  Government,  address. 

297.  2574 
Training  of  crews.  Budget,  2433 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Mathews,  construction  of  torpedo 
destroyers,  r4i7-8 

Mr.    Crouch,   criticisms    by  Lieutenant 
Biddlecombe.  r534;  Dr.  Wilsoo.  1534 

Mr.  Hedges,  dock  at  Fremantle,  2004 

Mr.   Crouch,   Colonial   Naval  Defence 
Act,  2563 

Mr.  Fisher,  Imperial  Conference  recom- 
mendations, 2767 
Mr.  Hutchison,  use  of  Australian  vet* 

sels   by    fmperia!   authorities,   2768 ; 

Mr.  Hughes.  2768 
Mr.    Kelly,    Admiralty  head-quarters, 

Sydney.  2768 
Mr.  Hughes,  construction  of  destroyers, 

3r\^z;  Mr.  Wilks,  3ii;3 
Mr.  Crouch,  Colonial  Navy  Bill,  2947 
Mr.  Henry  Willis,  proposed  new  naval 

agreement.  33^(} 
Mr.  Wilks,  training  of  mechanics  sent 

to  England,  4742,  4S48,  5r85 
Mr.    Hughes,    policy   of  Government, 

5186,  5709 


Defence — continued. 
Defence,  aval— eentiHued. 
Questions  by — continued. 

Mr.  Archer,  suitability  of-  Port  Curtis 

for  naval  purposes,  5240 
Dr.  Liddell,  church  parades,  5709 
Mr.  WilkSa  naval  depdts.  Port  Jackson, 
5709 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown,  naming  of  Aus- 
tralian vessels,  5713,  7065;  Mr.  Willis, 
5713;  Dr.  Liddell,  7065 

[See  luPEsuL  Defence  Confeumce;  also 
Naval  Loan  Bill,  under  "  BntS."] 

Defence,  Naval  Agreeuent. 
Stmate : 

Policy  of  Govemmenly  address,  13,  27, 

House  of  RefresentoHves : 

Policy  of  Government,  adj.^  r^S,  253 

Public  opinion  and,  o^^.,  177 

Smith,  Mr.  Bruce,  letter  to  Prime  Mini^ 

ter.  adj.,  177 
Questions  by — 
Mr.  Catta,  opinion  of  Prime  Minister, 
-276;  Mr.  Batchelor,  276 

Defence,  Scbub  op. 

Senate : 

Land  Forces,  organization  of,  stfpiyi  766 
House  of  Representatives: 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Roberts,  policy  of  Government,  275 
Mr.  Johnson,  consulting  Parliament  be- 
fore  committing    Commonwealth  to, 
1919 

Mr.    Hall,    statement    by  Brigadier- 
General  Gordon,  2561 
Mr.  Robert*,  Defence  Bill,  2562 
[See  luFERLu.  Defence  Conference;  also 
Defence  Box,  under  "  Bnxs.'*} 

DUUDNOOCHT,    PBOFOSED  PkESENTAIION  Cff. 
Senate  : 

Policy  of  Government,  address,  13,  24, 
26,  28,  p,  66,  67,  75,  87,  88,  93;  adj., 
232,  236,  262,  264,  270;  supfty,  658; 
Budget.  2523,  2524,  2548,  2573,  2578, 
2723,  2726,  2793,  2845,  2848,  2916 
House  of  Representatives' 

Policy  of  Government,  address,  40,  47, 
394;  adj.,  156,  164,  353,  256;  sufflyt 
596,  642;  Budget,  2433,  243*»  »440 

Questions  by — 

Mr.  Halt,  proportion  of  Goveniment, 
375 

Mr.  Chanter,  statement  by  Colonel  Fox- 
ton,  212S 

Mr,     Fisher,     embarrassment    to  Im- 
perial Government,  3772 
Mr.  Henry  Willis,  New  Sooth  Wales 
Dreadnought  fund,  4848,  4849 
Drill  Halls. 

House  of  Representatives: 
Cootamundra  drill  hall,  suffly,  2599 
Newcastle  drill  hall,  suffly,  2599.  2600, 
2602 

Raymond  Terrace  drill  ha\\\ 
South  Australian  drill  halls. 


Index  to  Suljfwta. 


Hwntax—ffiitiHMed. 
Finance. 
Senate  ■■ 

Expcn<1iture,  Budgtt,  3455,  2518,  2550, 
2554,  2720,  2^1 ;  suffly,  2840 

Appropriation  of  Trust  Food  foi  building 
destroyeis,  address^  25 

House  of  Representatives : 

Estimates  of  Department,  tuffly,  7173-9 
Expenditure,  'Budget:,  24*2,  2434-5,  3500, 

2506,  3794 
Fn^uls  of  Goremment,  addrtjs,  37 
'  Taxation    for    defence   purposes,  suffly. 

Question  by  Mr.  Haghes^  loan  for  defence 
purposes,  2860 

FOKTIFICATIOKS. 

Senate : 

Guns  and  armaments  for,  Budget,  2519; 

suffly,  2823,  2824 
,  Lytton,  suffly.  38^2,  2833 
Newcnstle  fortificatioos,  suffly,  2824 
Thursday  Island,  suffly,  2832,  2833 

House  of  Refresentatives: 
Magnetic    Island    fortificatitms,  tuffly, 

»7A4 

Sydney  fortifications,  suffly ^  3604 

Horses. 
Senate  : 

Field    Artillery    horses,     Budgtl,  352c. 

2510 ;  suffly,  2825-8,  2829 
Question  by  Senator  Fearce,  horses  for 

field  artillery,  1366 

House  of  RefresentaUves: 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Livingston,  cost  of  horse  hire,  1313 
Mr.  Hutchison,  boises  for  Acid  artillery, 
1418 

[See  Dbferce  Bill,  under  "Bills."] 

lUmiAL  DlRRCE  COHnRXNCB. 

Senate  : 

Questions  by — 

Senator  Clemons,  instructions  to  Colonel 
Foxton,  306;  Senator  Pearce,  306; 
1368 ;  Senator  Find'cy,  1367 ;  Sena- 
tor Slewart,  1367 

Senator  Clemons,  Conference  on  aerial 
navifjation,  1367 

Senator  Clemons,  Colonel  FoxMin's  de- 
parture from  England  and  proceed- 
mgs  of  Conference,  3305 

Sen.itor  Pesirce,  results  of  Conference, 
4008,  4124 

House  of  Rr- pr'  '.t  iilalivcs  : 

Conference  between  Imperial  Govemmeat 
and  sclf-govcminf;  Dominions,  m.,  i6(>; 
ad}.,  253;  address,  295;  Budget,  2573, 
2:78,  a<)T6 

Foxion,  Colonel,  appointment  of,  addreit. 

Instructions  to  Commonwealth  representa- 
tive at  Conference,  adj.,  958,  i903-i8i 
Budget,  J578 

Recommendations  of,  adj.,  3703 


KFIKCE — continued. 

IllPBRlAL  Dkfence  CoNiERENCK — continued. 
Questions  by — 
Mr.  Hughes,  instructions  to  Commoo- 
wealth  representative  at  Conference, 
374,  1864,  2405;  Dr.  Liddell,  375;  Mr, 
Batchelor,  376;  Sir  William  Lyse, 
1865:  Mr.  Willis,  1865;  Mr.  Webster. 
1865 

Mr.    Johnson,    despatch    of  Captain 

Creswcl!  to  Conference,  274 
Mr.  Kelly,  suggested  despatch  of  Colo- 
nel McCay,  274 
Mr.  McDonald,  reason  for  not  sending 

Minister  of  Defence,  375 
Ms.    Willis,    appointment   of  Colonel 

Foxton,  275 
Mr.  Kelly,  obicds  of  Conference,  aj^ 
Mr.  Willis,  opinions  of  Colonel  Foxton. 

1782 :    Mr.    McDonald,    1783 ;  Mr. 

Hutchison,  1865;  Mr.  Haghes,  atgq 
Mr.    Hutchison,    public    expression  of 

Colonel  Foxton's  views,  1782 
Mr.  Bruce  Smith,  Imperial  defence  and 

Colonel    Foxton's  views,   1782 ;  Mr. 

Chanter,  178a 
Sir  William   Lyne,  Crtsvcmmeot  policy, 

discussion   of,  1865 
Mr.  Hughes,  decisions  of  Conference, 

3563 

Mr.   Hughes,  loan  for  financing  pro- 
posals of  Conference,  2860 
Mr.  Fisher,  offidal  report  of,  3154 


Imperial  General  Staff. 
Senatr : 

Correspondence,  adj.  2733 
Question   by    Senator    Pearce,  correspon- 
dence concerning,  2703 

House  of  RefTfsentalives: 
Proposal  for,  address,  296 
Questions  by — 

Mr.    Hutclnson,   suggestions  of  Major 

General  Hoad,  iwo 
Mr.   Roberts,  Commonwealth  metnben. 
3657 

Inventions. 
Senate  : 

Question   by  Senator    Pearce,  fund  for 
encouraging   military   inventions,  3107 

KrrCHENER,  Lord. 

7i»use  of  Refrrsentatives  • 
Camps,  adj.,  6935;  suf^y,  7176-7 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Willis,  Lord  Kitchener's  projected 
visit  to  Australia,  1783 ;  Mr.  Bowden. 
27(^7,  4622,  5700;  Mr.  Calts,  523Q; 
Mi.  Fairbairn,  570*);  Mr.  McDonald. 
5709;  Mr.  Bamford,  5709 
Mr.  Titley  Brown,  camp  at  S^monr, 

Mr.  Crouch,  'Kiicheuer^uuips,  G460; 
Dr.  Liddell,  i  6»9qOfi^feiirbuni, 
6S69;  Mr.  Livingston,  7234 


May  26  to  December  8, 1909. 


DdCKCB — iontinued. 

lllUTASY  rORCES. 

Senate  : 

MacDoanell,  Private,  case  of,  affiy,  755, 

7*3.  7*5.  769 
Qnestioits  by — 

Senator  Vardon,  death  of  Private  Bnker, 
1368 

Senator  Neild,  caie  of  Private  MacDon- 
nell,  2255,  2454,  3411,  6198,  6315, 
6691 

Senator  Lynch,  appearance  of  members 
of  forces  in  theatrical  perfoimaaces, 

Senator  Macfarlane,  militia,  tiobart, 
2704 

Senator     Findley,     nrtisans,  ordnance 
branch,  6081,  6691 
House  of  Rtfreseni^iaies 
Quest  t(Ms  by — ■ 

Mr.  Croucb,  nationalilv  of  somr  mem- 
bers of  forces,  131a;  sending  of  non- 
conunissioncd  ofBcers  to  England,  2300 
Mr.    Crouch,    long    service    of  Drum- 
Major  Rashleigh.  3359,  3524 
Mr.   Crouch,   pay  of   sergeants,  3808, 

3871,  4160 
Mr.  Croucb,  medical  attendance  foi  in- 
structional staff,  42)ii 
Mr.  Kelly,  appointment  of  members  of 
military  forces  to  ordnance,  pay,  and 
clerical  staffs,  6460 
Aitillery. 
Field  Artillery  at  Young,  aij.,  2<io8 
Quick  fifing  gims,  supflf.  2598 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Crouch,  master  gunners,  1312;  leave 
to  members  of  PermaBent  Artillery  to 
apply  for  membership  of  police  force, 
■3'3f  '526;  head-quarters  of  Vic- 
torian Regiment,  R.A.A.,  1313 ;  al- 
lowances to  mariied  men,  2S61,  31341 
3960,  6qi)^;  police  examination,  1313, 
i5,i6,  1783 

Dr.    Wilson,    instructor,  Warrnnmbool 

battery,  2562,  3154 
Mr.  Kelly,  instructors  and  warrant  offi- 
cers, garrison  artillery,  6023 
Mr.    Cioucb,   stoppage   of   leave,  New 
South  Wales  Artillery,  6537 
Light  Horse. 
Condobolin  corps,  tufply,  3385 
Deniliquin  corps,  suffty,  3370,  5450 
Saddles,  suffly,  7175 
Question  by — 

Mr.  Chanter,  Dcniliquia  district  squad- 
ron,  3808,  4o6q,  4160,  4251 
Mr.    Cbanter,    allowances   to  married 
men  when  away  from  home,  6992 
Submarine  Mining. 
Supplies  for  dep6ts,  suffly,  2605 
\See  AnxiiNlSTR-iTioN;  and  TBAimKG,  MlLT- 
TAitv:  also  DEi-'ESCE  Bii.i,  under  "Bills."! 

MlI-ITARV  OFKICRBB. 
Senate : 

College  for  training  of,  Rndget,  2845 
Discipline,  effect  of  Parliamentary  criti- 
cism on,  supply,  763,  765 
Hoad,  Major-Oenenil,    sufftj,    662,  663, 
675-8,  680,  686 


DEtDNCX — continued. 
MaiTAKv  OwiaMi—eantinued . 

Inquiry  as  to  conduct  of  a  New  South 

Wales  officer,  supply,  758,  765 
Motion  by  Senator  Vardon  for  return  ot 
particulars  as  to  examinations  of  offi- 
cers, 3449 
Neild,  Colonel,  exfl.,  5967 
Shortage  of,  supply.  7^,  769 
Questions  by — 
Senator   Pearce,   promotion   of  Major 

Battye,  i^m 
Senator  Neild,  officers  to  be  attached  to 

Indian  Army,  1954,  2255,  2454 
Senator    Pearce,  courses  of  mstruction 

for  staff  officers,  2372 
Senator  Pearce,  Sir  John  Forrest's  hon- 
orary colonelcy  of  regiment  of  West- 
em  Australia,  3813,  3108 
Senator   Pearce,  promotion    of  Major 

Carroll,  3411,  4307,  441S 
Senator  Needbam,  criticiams  by  Colonel 
Wallack*  4790 

House  of  Jiepresentaiives  : 

Bridges,  Colonel,  supply,  7173 

Carroll,  Major,  suffly,  7175 

Chief   of    Staff   and  Inspector-General, 

duties  of,  suffiy^  3400;  exfl.^  3772-5 
Hoad.   MajoT-General,   report  by,  adj., 

1721 

Instroctional  Staff,  QuecBslandi  suffly, 
7178 

Quartermaster-Ger»^ral's  i>epartment,  New 
Sooth  Wales :  Transfer  of  an  officer, 
adj.,  17^7,  t72a 

Questions  by — • 
Mr.   Crouch,   Captain  Reynolds,  1313, 
1526,  1783 

Mr.  Kelly,  Major-General  Hoad'a  aidei- 
de-camp,  1783 

Mr.  Crouch,  retiring  age,  lom 

Mr.  Page,  Colonel  lBiiTstr:n,  jooS 

Mr.  McDougall,  Major  Bruche  and 
examinations  of  officers,  3564 

Mr.  Hall,  criticism  of  Defence  policy  by 
Dri^adier-Geoeral  Gordon  and  Colonel 
Ryne,  2652 

Mr.  Kelly,  Sir  John  Forrest's  honorary 
colonelcy  of  regimnat  in  Western  Aus- 
tralia, 2769 

Dr.  M alone y,  promotion  of  a  major, 
lotb  infantry  regiment,  3770 

Mr.  McDougall,  alleged  appointment  of 
military  censor,  3154 

Mr.  Hall,  testimonials  to  military  offi- 
cers, 3271 

Mr.  Roberts,  duties  of  Chief  of  General 

Staff    and    Ii»pector-G«neral,  3359; 

Mr.  Kelly,  370S 
Mr.  Crouch,  Chief  of  Ordnaoce,  3573; 

medical   attendance   for  instructional 

staff,  4251 

Mr.  Maugcr,  senior  officer  in  command* 
military  tattoo,  Melbourne,  6142 

Mr.  Atkinson,  officers*  examinations, 
^606 

Mr.  Atkinson,  promotions,  3606 
Mr.    Crouch,    adjutants,    mtlttia  regi- 
ments. 4069  ,  J 
Dr.    Maloney,    Major    CalMtn  - 
5544,  7236;  Mr.  HcDoug»l,  7a 


Izxviii 


Index  to  Subject*. 


Dmsa—ecntinmed, 
Naval  Foscn. 
Senate  : 

CritteD.  Stoiekeeper,  ca«e  of,  tufply,  750, 

Question  bv  Senator  Pearce,  papers  in  cue 
of  Storekeeper  Critten,  2254 

Hpute  of  Refrtsent^ivet: 
Newcastle  Naval  Brigade,  tuffly^  5>3> 

Naval  Officess. 

Senate  : 

Questions  by— 
Senator  Pearce,  appointments  to  com- 
mitsioned   rank,  naval   forces,  i954> 
2256 

Senator  Stewart,  case  of  Charles  Bluett, 
applicant  for  commission,  5096 

House  of  Refusentativei : 


Examinations,  suffl^,  5*3* 
Question  bv  Dr.  Liddell, 
naval  officen,  6369 


appointment  of 


Rmis. 


House  of  RefreteniaHves: 
Barrel  cleaning  machine,  suffly,  G047 
Shortage  of,  suffly,  639,  641,  64a 

Questions  by — 
Mr.  Palmer.  riSes  for  Cadets,  471 

Mr.  Catts,  defective  rifles,  1525;  Mr. 

Hedges,  5239 
Mr.  Fowler,  type  of  rifle,  2406 
Mr.    Bamford,    manufacture    of  rifle 

stocks  trom  Queensland  wood,  .■^154 
Mr.  Hedges,  conversion  of,  5456 

[See  Asms  and  AmnmrnON  Fackmy.] 

RirLI  CLQBI. 
Senate  : 

Motion  by  Senator  Pearce,  for  return  as  to 
grants  to  and  membership  of  rifle  eiubs, 
1832 

South  Auatralian  Clnbs,  suffly,  76* 
Statistics  of  membership  and  granti,  tm^ 

fly:  34" 

Questions  by — 
Senator  Vearce,  return  as  to  members 
of,  2904 

Senator    Dobson,    inefficient  riflemen, 
32or ;  Senator  Peaice,  3202 

House  of  Representatives: 
Cessnock  Club,  lufjfly,  7174 
Encouragement  of,  suffly,  640,  2735 
Equipment,  suffty.  639 
Training  of  members,  suffly,  27371  2740, 

3393 

Vote  for,  suffty,  7174 
Quesfion   by   Mr.    Crouch,  Metropolitan 
Rifle  Club  Union,  4744 

R1FI.E  RANGES. 

Senate  : 

Brisbane  range,  tupfly,  283.1 
Question  Inr  Senator  Needham,  fatality 
at  Kazrakatta  Range,  5288 


RiFLS  Ranges — continued. 
House  of  Representatives: 
Adamstown  range,  luffly,  640.  3599,  2602 
Baulkham  Hills  range,  tuffly,  a6o*t  ^ijjfi, 

«  "73.9 

Bumie  range,  suffiy,  7179 
Expenditure  on  ranges,  suffiy,  2602 
Forbes  range,  suf^y,  2598,  7174 
Henry  Head  range,  sufpty,  3001,  afioa 
Junec  range,   iuppiy,   2736,   2739,  3373, 
6039 

Karrakatia  range,  suffty^  2745 

Molong  range,  mp^y^  639,   2598,  360a, 

7174 

Oakley  range,  sufpty^  640 
Raymond  Terrace   Range,  supply,  2601, 
2602 

Re-votes  for,  supply,  2596,  2598,  2738 

Stannary  Hills  range,  tupjly,  3744 

Swan   Hill   Range,   tup^y^   ayjfi,  3374, 

5450.  6039 
Williamstown  rang^e,  supply,  641 
Yass  range,  sufply,  2601,  2602 
Questions  by — 

Dr.     Maloney,     Williamstown  target 
markers,  439 

Mr.  Wise,  Foster  range,  1)84 

Mr.  Johnson,  George's  River  rifle  range 
site,  1783,  3510,  4251 

Mr.  Croucn,  Little  River  site,  1901 

Mr.  Watkins,  Adamstown  range,  2398 

Mr.  Chanter,  Junee  range,  1313,  2175, 

4251 •  5543 
Mr.  Chanter,  Wyalong  range,  r4i8 
Mr.  McDougall,  Honham  range,  1526, 

3052 

Mr.  Palmer,  Yarrawonga  range,  2561 
Mr.  T.  Brown,  Molong  range,  256a 
Mr,    Palmer,   imsafe   ranges,  Victoria, 

3458,  3509 
Mr.  Storrer,  Lilydale  range,  5454 
Mr,  Chanter,  Swan  Hill  rai^,  '5543 
Mr.     Hedges,    telephone,  Kurakatta 

nnzt,  5543 

TBAINING,    Mil  ITARV. 

Senate  : 

Necessity  for,  Budget.  2719 
Questions  by- 
Senator  Clemens,  speech  by  Mr.  .loseph 


Cook,  1363 
Senator  Dobson,   phyucal   trmining  of 
troops,  4009 
House  of  Representatives: 
Compulsory,   address,   37,   293;  Budget, 

2422,  2435 
Deakin,  Mr.  and,  adj:.  177 
Question  by  Mr.  Hughes,  policy  of  Go* 
veroment,  1781 

Unifokus  and  Eqoipubkt. 

Senate  ■ 

Expenditure  on  equipment,  sufpJy,  2840 
Factory    for    manufacture  of  nuifoms. 

Budget,  2522 ;  suffiy,  2828 
Field  Artillery,  supply,  2825 
Questifms  by — 

Senator  Pearce,  Government  clothing  fa^ 

Se?ato'r'^alk«l,b^(dOSl^  Regi* 
ment,  237a  ^ 


May  26  to  Decemhtr  8, 1909, 


Izzfx 


Unifokms  and  EQUiPUtMT— contianed. 
Houst  aj  Refreseutativet : 

Bayonets,  Victorian  Infantry,  edf.t  4061, 
4065 

Cadet  uniforms,  suffiy,  640 
Observations  by  Sir  T.  Kwiag,  addrtti, 
«37  . 

Questions  b}- — 

Mr.  Johnson,  bayonets  for  New  South 
Wales  forces,  113 

Mr.  Fairbaim,  officers'  uniforms,  1524 

Mr.  Kelly,  reports  00  shortage  of  equip- 
ment, 1786 

Mr.  Crouch,  bayonets,  Victorian  In* 
fantry,  465  ^ 

Mr.  Wynne,  local  manufacture  of 
bayonets,  4655,  4956;  Mr.  Chanter, 
4956 

Mr.  Bamford,  utility  of  bayonets,  4956 
Mr.    Bruce   Smith,  uniforms  of  junior 

cadets,  4957 
Mr.    Batcbelor,   military    water  filter, 

6631 

{See  Cadets.) 

Works  and  Buildings. 
Senate : 

Adelaide    military    offices,    su-pfty,  764, 

2833,  2ii34i  283^ 
Frcmantle  barrnclcs,  suffly,  28,35 
Fremantle  naval  depdt,  supply,  3836 
Hobart  barracks,  supply,  2837 
Mount  Nelson  works,  supply,  2837 
Perth  military  offices,  supply,  2836 
Point  Nepean  jetty,  supply,  2830,  2831 

House  of  Representatives : 

Adelaide  military  offices,  supply,  ^744-5 
Boy  labour  on  Defence  contracts,  a.?/., 

245^.  2453 
Expediting  of  works,  supply,  3734 
Fremantle  barracks,  sufply,  2746 
Labour  conditions   in  contracts,  supply, 

3369 

Liverpool  military  reserve,  supply,  3381, 
6037 

Re-votes,  supply,   2596,  2598,  2601,  2602, 

2734.  2738.  2743,  2746 
Signalling  stations.  Belle  Vue   Htll  ari<l 

Gore  Hill,  Sydney,  supply,  2601,  3603 
Victorin  Barracks,  Sydney,  supply,  atoi, 

2605 

Questions  by — 

Mr.  Hedges,  use  of  Donnybrook  free- 
stone at  Fremantle  military  quarten, 

33SO 

Mr.  PowHen,  land  resumptions.  New 
South  Wales,  315^,  4351*  5185 

Mr.  Roberts,  Adelaide  military  offices, 
3406,  3488 

DZVISIONSw 
Stnait  : 

Agricultural  Implement  Makers*  Employ^ 
Union,  w.,-  That  the  debate  be  adjourned, 
3941)  3^5^;  That  the  motion  be  agreed  to, 
3258 

Appropriation  Bill,  com.  (schedule),  re> 
quests,  that  vote  of  ;^3,78i.  Division  17, 
Attomey-Generars  Department,  be  re- 
duced by  y^i,  7156;  that  vote  of  /i,a67, 
stamp  printing,  be  reduced  by  ^t,  7164 


Divisions — continued. 

Australian  Industries  Preservation  Bill,  clause 

5  (unfair  concessions),  amdt..  That  the 
word  "unfair"  be  inserted,  1664;  m.  for 
reeom.,  i86t ;  tens,  amdts.,  clause  5  (re> 
bates),  amdt.  inserting  piovision  for  de* 
fence  to  prosecution  under  clause,  7236 

Bills  of  Exchange  Bill,  eons,  amdt.t  clause 
81  (protection  of  banker,  fraudulently 
altered  cheque),  amdt.  to  leave  out  clause 
7316 

Bureau  of  Agriculture  Bill,  3R.,  5103,  eem. 
clause  3  (establishment  of  Bureau),  5335 

Combined  Gauge  Railway  Crossing,  M.,That 
motion  as  amended  be  agreed  to,  3943 

Commonwealth  Companies  Reserve  Liability 
Bill,  earn.,  new  clause  3  (reserve  fund), 
That  the  clauses  be  inserted,  2651  . 

Conciliation  and  Arbitration  .(Parts  II.  and 
TIL)  Bill,  epm.y  clause  3  (representation 
of  parties),  amdt..  That  "or "  be  in- 
serted after  "  counsel,"  2637 1  That  the 
clause  stand  part  of  the  Bill,  2637 

Constitution  Alteration  (Finance)  Bill,  eem. 
cliiuse  3,  that  proposed  new  section  94B 
stand  as  printed,  64^^;  provisiun  for 
spcci.i]  payment  to  Tiisinani.i,  6459 ;  m. 
for  ri-r.im.,  6589;  3K.,  6^92 

Constitution  Alteration  (Industrinl  Condi- 
tions) Bill,  2R.,  5329 

Days  of  meeting,  m.,  1514 

Defence  Bill,  com.  (proposed  new  fclion 
lA),  that  paragraph  e  be  agreed  to,  5768; 
that  paragraph  d  be  a<;reed  to,  5768;  pro- 
posed new  section  iiA  (promotions), 
amdt.  to  insert  "  the  competitive  examina- 
tions shall  be  of  a  practical  character, 
and  no  written  work  shall  be  demanded 
other  than  of  the  nature  required  for  the 
rank  concerned  in  the  field  and  in  the 
ordinary  exercise  of  duties,  5773 ;  clause 

6  (proposed  new  section  32)  amdt.  leave 
out  the  words  "Volunteer  Forces,"  5883; 
propofe-I  new  ^cctinn  62  fjunior  cadets), 
amdt.  of  amdt.,  leave  out  "  and  may  be 
provided  with  uniforms  as  prescribed," 
5894;  clause  13  (equipment  and  clothing 
factory),  amdt.,  add  provision  for  depAts 
and  farms  for  breeding  horses  for  mili- 
tary purposes,  6617;  clause  17  (sale  and 
supply  of  liquor  and  cigarettes  in  camps), 
that  the  clause,  as  amended,  be  agreed 
to,  6628;  proposed  new  sub-section  to  sec- 
tion 124,  paragraph  a  (instruction  only  in 
duties  required  in  war),  6706 ;  paragraph 
e  (military  uniforms  of  one  character  and 
supplied  free),  6707;  paragraph  d,  6707; 
proposed  new  section  125  (compulsory 
training),  amdt.  reducing  minimum  age 
for  cadets  from  twelve  to  ten  years,  6708 ; 
proposed  new  section  143  (allotment  to 
arms  and  corps),  amdt.,  allotting  per* 
sons  holding  religious  scruples  ngnmst 
bearing  arms  to  non-combatant  duties, 
671  ^;  reeom.  clause  17  (sale  and  supply 
of  liquor),  amdt.  restricting  operation  oiF 
clause  to  cadets,  6803 ;  proposed  new  sec- 
tion r23A,  6804;  that  the  Bill  be  recom- 
mitted for  further  consideration  of  clause 
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Diuest  from  Ruling  (High  Comminionet 
Bill)  relcrance  of  debate,  m.,  for  imme- 
diate determination,  4513 ;  original  mo- 
tion, 4516;  (Seat  of  Goremment  Accept- 
ance Bill),  relevance  of  proposed  instruc- 
tion to  Committee,  4909 

Electoral  Bill,  clame  18  (postal  vot- 

ing), amdt.j  leave  out  paragraph  a  of 
proposed  new  lertioa  log,  3863 ;  post- 
poned clause  5  (claims  for  enrolment), 
amdt.f  leave  oat  "  and  has  so  lived  for 
a  period  of  one  month,"  3923 ;  ai,  ref. — 
That  the  Bill  be  recommitted  for  the  pur- 
pose of  reconsidering  clause  17  (autfao> 
lized  witnesses),  4021 ;  cans,  amdts.t  That 
damse  3U  (disturbance  a)t  political  meet* 
ingsji,  as  amended,  be  agreed  to,  6534 

Electoral  Bill  (No.  3),  2B.,  5339-32 

High  Comi^iBuoaer  Bill,  com.,  claMC  a 
(High  Commissioner),  amdts.,  add  "  Pro< 
▼tded  that  the  first  appointment  shall  be 
made  before  the  thirtieth  day  of  Novem- 
ber, One  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
nine,"  4322;  add  "Subject  to  the  ratifi- 
cation of  the  Parliament  then  in  aession," 
4324;  ad.  ref.  (dissent  from  ruling),  45131 
eont.  mes.,  clause  7  [Commissioner  not 
to  engage  in  other  employment),  amdt. 
insert  "except  as  prescribed  or  allowed 
by  the  Minister,"  ^3 

Invalid  and  Oid-age  Pensions 'Bt!I,  clause  10 
(who  may  receive  pensions),  junendment  to 
give  immediate  effect  to  provision  for  pay- 
ment of  pensions  to  women  at  60  years  of 
>g*^>  199^  i  to  give  effect  to  the  provision 
not  later  than  ist  July,  1910,  1997;  new 
clause  to  secure  jnyment  of  invalid  pen- 
sions not  later  than  ist  January,  1910, 
2069;  new  clause  4o  omit  from  persons 
disqualified  from  receiving  invalid  pen- 
sions "  Asiatics,  except  those  bom  in  Aus- 
tralia," amtdi.  to  add  the  words  "  and 
Africa,  the  Islands  of  the  Pacific,  or  New 
Zealand,"  2078;  new  clause  as  amended 
be  agreed  to,  2079;  new  clause  to  prevent 
deductions  unless  the  value  of  property 
■wd  as  a  home  exceeds  ^500,  2o8r ;  new 
clause  to  provide  for  payment  of  pen- 
sions to  inmates  of  benevolent  asylums  or 
other  charitable  institutions,  2091 ;  reeom. 
clause  ti  (amendment  of  section  16  of  prin- 
cipal Act) — That  the  Mords  "omitting  the 
words  in  sub-section  (i)  "  A-i.itics  (except 
those  bora  in  Australia),  or,  and"  be  left 
out,  2173;  cliuse  13*  (aniendrocnt  of  sec- 
tion 21  of  principal  Act) — Tli^t  the  clause 
be  left  out,  Z174;  m.s.a.,  2174 

Lighthouses  Bill,  eom.  clause  5  (:vcqnisit:on 
of  lighthouses,  &c.),  amdt.,  leave  out 
"any^*  insert  "all,"  2636;  clause  8 
(powers  in  relation  to  lights  and  marks), 
amdt.,  leave  out  proviso  exempting  State 
authorities  from  penalties,  2711 

Limitation  of  debate.  3]8f; 

Naval  Loan  Bill,  an.,  6076,  torn,  clause  4 
(issue  of  inscribed  stock),  arrt.-il.  to  make 
interest  rate  not  exc^-.-ili'i^  3J  per  cent., 
7012;  ci;»»se  10  tappro[iriiilion  of  loan 
mrmrysl,  amdt.  to  provide  for  constmctiOO 
of  vessels  as  far  as  possible  in  Common* 
"^^^  "wealth,  7038 


Division  5— ^0n/i/ti«r<f. 

New  Protection,  m.  mdji.,  337a 
Northern  Territory  AcceptaDce  Bill,  torn. 
clause  5  (approval  of  agreement),  mmdt., 
add  words  "  with  the  exception  of  para- 
graphs a,  e,  d,  e,  U  S»  ^  agree- 
ment, 6860 

Patents  Bill,  eom.  (second  schedule),  new 
clause  to  amend,  2625;  comt.  MiA.,clausc 
17  (amdl.  of  second  schedale),  amdt.  to 
leave  out  clause  7064 
Post  and  Telcgiaph  (Recorfting  Machines) 
Bill,  com-i  proposed  new  section  65J  (tam- 
pering with  machines),  mmdt.  to  proTide 
alternative  penalty  of  ux  months'  im- 
prisonment, 2170 
Premiers'  Conference,  m.   for  special  ad- 

journmeat,  2481 
Press  Cable  Service,         for  Select  Com- 
mittee— That  the   debate   be  adjourned, 
^39;  that  paragraph  X  of  the  noUon  be 
agreed  to,  4847 
Printing,  Commonwealth,  m.  for  Select  Com- 
mittee— That    the    debate    be  adjonmed* 
1771 ;  that  the  motion  be  agreed  to,  1773 
Printing  Committee,  m.  ad  ref.  amdt.,  that 
the  praver  of  the  petition  for  the  aboUtiaa 
of  State  Governments   and  Parliaments 
be  printed,  1046 
Privilege,  m.  (suspensloa  of  attinf),  385S 
Public  Service  Bill,  m.,  instruction  to  Com- 
mittee, salaries  and  increments  of  Gene- 
ral Division,  7054;  c»m.  clause  a  (salar^- 
of  Commissionci),  7055;  clause  3  (provi- 
sion for  kmg  service  incremcBlB,  Clan 

V-,  7055 ;  3«-.  7057 

Seamen's  Compensation  Bill,  <om.  clause  8 
(contracting  out),  that  the  clause  a* 
amended  stand  part  o£  Uie  Bill,  ^10; 
.  First  Schedule  (scale  and  conditions), 
amdt.  to  insert  proviso  for  j  per  cent, 
increase  of  compensation  for  eaoi  depen- 
dent child,  3016 
Seat  of  Government  Acceptance  Bin,  3X., 
4813;  (diswat  from  ruling),  4909:  com., 
clause  5  (Seat  of  Government)  amdt.,  that 
all  the  words  after  the  word  "  Territory  " 
be  left  out,  4923 ;  new  clause  (Customs 
duties,  "new"  revenue),  5009;  (agree- 
ment) amdt.  to  increase  area  to  be  granted 
at  Jcrvis  Bay,  5018;  thai  paragraph  5 
agrecil  to,  502a ;  amdts.  insert  the  word 
"  water "  in  paragraph  6,  5025 ;  insert 
"or  other  power"  in  paragraph  to,  5036; 
add  to  paragraph  10  "or  to  any  place 
under  Federal  coatrol,"  5027 
Special  Adjournment,  amdt.,  leave  nut 
"23rd  June,'*  259;  m.,  1143,  2481,  3457 
Standing  Orders  {Na  51},  amdt.  to  leave  out 
"names  of  the  senators  present  in  either 
case  being  entered  in  the  Journals,  3212; 
(No.  405),  amdt.,  insert  "or  on  the  first 
reading  of  a  Bill  which  the  Senate  mav 
not  amend,"  3311;  (No.  415),  amdl.  to 
Unit  spee<^ei  to  ten  muutes  and  debate 
to  one  hour  on  ootkm  of  dissent  from 
ruling,  3316;  that  proponed  new  tfaadlog 
order  415.*  be  agreed  to,  331Q. 
Supply  Bill  (No.  i|,  com.,  clause  2  (issoc  and 
application  of  ^^883.690);  amdt.,  that  (he 
words  "  EM^ht  hundred  and  eiehty-threr 
thousand   six  hundred  and  ninety-atne " 

^"^•"•"'^^.ed  by  Google 


May  26  to  De^enibw  8, 1909. 
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Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  €0m.  (Schedule),  re- 
qveiii — that  the  vote  for  the  Attomey- 
Geaeral's  Department  be  reduced  by  j^t, 
3431;  that  the  vote  for  the  Poitauuter- 
Genenl'i  Departneot  be  reduced  by  £t, 
3438 

Supply  Bill  (No.  4).  m.s.p.,  ^goj 
SnspcDsion  of  Standing  Orden,  m.,  1370, 

'>74.  5507 
Weather  Forecasts,  m.,  4540 

S»ute  of  Refresentativet : 

Additioiial  sitting  days,  m.,  6875 
Address-in-Reply,   m.,   that  the  debate  be 

adjourned,  126 
Adjournment,  m.,  zgoo;  closure  and  motion, 
3106;  M.,  3506;  closure  and  motion,  5804 
£ills  of  Exchange    Bill,    com.    clause  3 
(damages  on  dishonour  of  bill),  amdt.,  in- 
sert   "at    a    rate    not    exceeding    7  per 
centam  per  annum,"  664S ;  new  clause  to 
render  invalid  any  promissory  note  bear- 
ing interest  at  more  than  lo  per  centum 
per  annum,  7331 
Budget,  m. — that  progress  be  reported,  2587 
Business,  Postponemeat  of,  m.,  4670 
Closure   (High   Commissioner   Bill),  3098, 
3101,  3554,  3555 ;   (Adjournment),  3106 ; 
(Frivate  Members'  Busmess),  3501,  3503, 
3503:    (Supply    formal),    3543;  (Dissent 
from  Ruling),  3587 ;  (Suspension  of  Stand- 
ing Orders),  3611 ;  (Dissent  from  Ruling), 
3680;  (Special  Adjournment),  5164;  (Con- 
stitution Alteration  (Finance)  Bill),  5800; 
(Adjournment),     5S04;     (Imperial  N.ival 
Defence),    6358;    (Seat    of  Government 
Bill),  6475 

Coinage  Bill,  com.,  clause  5  (legal  tender), 
that  the  proviso  be  left  out,  aaiQ 

Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  ecm.,  new 
clause  to  suspend  verdict  of  High  Court 
in  certain  circumstances,  7348 

Constitution  Alteration  (Finance)  Bill,  com., 
clause  a  (proposed  new  section  87A,  5350; 
clause  3  (proposed  new  section  g4A),  that 
word  "the"  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand 
part  of  clause,  5393;  (proposed  new  sec- 
tion 94B),  amdt.  to  add  the  words  "  until 
such  time  as  such  payments  amount  to  an 
annual  sum  of  /7,50o,ooo,  and  thereafter 
until  the  Parliament  otherwise  provides," 
5646;  38.,  closure,  5S00;  motion,  5801 

Constitution  Alteration  (State  Debts|  Bill, 
3R.,  record  of  afGrmative  votes,  5745 

Cook,  Mr.  Joseph,  n:.,  that  the  honorable 
member  be  not  further  heard,  6255,  6358 

Crouch,  Mr.,  m.,  that  the  honorable  mem- 
ber  be  not  further  beard,  4578 

Dcakin,  Mr,,  that  the  honorable  member  be 
not  further  heard,  6iq6 

Defence  Bill,  m.s.o.,  closure,  3611;  motion, 
j6i  i :  clause  5  [proposed  r.ew  section  33), 
amdt.,  leave  out  "Volunteer  Forces," 
4690;  clause  9  (proposed  new  section  60). 
amdt.,  leave  out  "  in  time  of  war  it  shall 
be  lawful,"  4754J  clause  rs  (proposed  new 
section  ra5),  amdt.,  leave  out  "  one  regis- 
tration or  one  muster  parade,"  with  a 


DivisiuNb — (.'utinued. 

view  to  insert  "  seven  whole  days  in 
eamps  of  continuous  training,"  4788 ; 
(proposed  new  section  130),  that  the  pro- 
posed new  section  stand  part  of  the  Bill, 
4863 ;  new  clause  (Military  College  In- 
structional Battery),  4895;  (proposed  new 
section  153),  amdts.,  that  the  word  **  pro- 
vided"  be  left  out,  4951;  leave  out  "he 
receives  as  prescribed  a  certificate  of  his 
fitness  for  the  said  rank  from  the  Direc- 
tor of  the  Military  College  within  two 
years  of  th£  establisbmeot  of  such  col- 
lege," 4953 ;  that  the  proposed  new  sec- 
tion, as  amended,  be  agreed  to,  4952  i 
(proposed  new  section  1S3A),  4963 ;  (sale 
of  cigarettes  to  Cadets),  joor ;  that  the 
Bill  be  recommitted  to  reconsider  clause 
3,  5067 ;  to  consider  proposnl  new  section 
i^r,  5068;  to  consider  new  clause  7A,  giv- 
ing priority  of  appointment  as  officers  to 
men  who  have  served  3  years  in  Defence 
Forces,  5085;  eons,  amdts.  clause  17  (sale 
and  supply  of  liquor  in  camps),  amdt. 
prohibiting  sale  or  supply  during  time 
training  is  proceeding,  7003 

Dissent  from  Ruling  (Invalid  and  Old-age 
Pensions  Bill),  right  of  private  member 
to  increase  charge  on  people,  1463,  1602. 
(Application  of  closure),  closure  atid  mo- 
tion, 3587 ;  m.s.o.t  3674 ;  closure  and 
motion,  36S0 

Electoral  Bill,  c&m..  That  the  heading 
"  Part  X. — Voting  by  Post,"  stand  part 
of  the  Bill,  5847;  new  clause  permitting 
expenditure  on  conveyance  of  voters  to 
poll,  6073  ;  new  clause,  account  of  expenses 
to  cover  six  months,  6134,  new  clause 
(list  of  persons  voting  by  post),  6260; 
new  clause  (breaches  of  law),  6271  ;  new 
clause  (disturbance  of  political  meetings), 
amdt.  reducing  fine  to  £1,  6276;  limiting 
alternative  to  one  week's  impriso^iment, 
6391  ;  new  clause  as  amended,  6202 ;  new 
clause  (alternative  for  deposit),  6303 ;  new 
clause  (Commissioners),  6306;  new  clause 
(signing  of  newspaper  arliclesj,  6109 ; 
recom.,  proposed  new  section  2,-A  (con- 
veyances), 6386 

Electoral  Divisions  :  Western  Australia,  m., 
619s 

High  Commissioner  Bill,  3K.,  closure  and 
motion — That  the  Bill  be  read  a  ^^econd 
time,  3098;  com. — ^That  progress  be  re- 
ported, 3099;  m.,  for  resumption  of  com- 
mittee— closure  and  motion,  3101 ;  com., 
clause  a  (appointment),  amdts.,  leave  out 
"the  Governor-General  may  appoint  some 
person  to  be,"  3196;  that  appointment  be 
made  before  close  of  the  ^-ssion,  3200; 
clause  4  (duties),  am^/.*— insert  after 
"duties"  the  words  "except  tho^e  of  a 
purely  social  nature,"  closure,  3554 ;  that 
the  clause  be  agreed  to,  closure  and  mo- 
tion, 3555  ;  that  progress  be  reported, 
.^55^  >  clause  6  (salary  and  allowance), 
that  the  word  "  Three "  be  left 
out,  3571  ;  cons,  amdts.  clause  7  (Commis- 
sioner not  to  en;::a};e  In  other  emp'ovmentl, 
that  Senate's  amendment  inserting  "or 
exercise "  be  disagreed  with,  6640 

Imperial  Naval  Defence,  nr.,  closure,  6358: 
motion,  6259  ^  . 
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Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  com., 
clause  lo  (who  may  receive  pensions), 
amdt.  to  make  the  qualifying  age  for 
women  60  yean,  1572;  new  ciause  iixing 
date  for  proclamation  of  invalid  pensions 
on  ist  January,  rgio,  1597;  w.,  that  the 
Bill  be  recommitted  to  consider  amendment 
of  section  45  of  principal  Act  1603;  m. 
for  recommittal  to  consider  clause  jo, 
1603;  eons,  amdis.t  clause  11  (amendment 
of  section  16  of  principal  Act),  amdt.  to 
provide  for  pensions  for  Asiatics  who  are 
natural-bora  British  subjects,  3240 ;  that 
the  Senate's  amendment  be  disagreed  to, 

Library  Committee,  amdl.,  leave  out  the 
word,  "  Sampson,"  2015 ;  that  the  mo- 
tion be  agreed  to,  2016 

Ministerial  Statement,  at.,  13^5 

Monopolies,  Federal  Control  of,  m.,  that 
the  debate  be  adjourned,  1800 

Naval  Loan  Bill,  int.,  m.  in  Committee  of 
Supply,  6562 ;  aR.,  6793 ;  com.  new  clause 
to  delay  proclamation  of  Act  tmtil  appro- 
val of  electors  expressed  by  referendum, 
6931 

Northern  Territory  Acceptance  Bill,  as., 
that  the  honorable  member  for  Corio  be 
no  further  beard,  4578 ;  com.  clause  14 
(obligatioa  of  Communwealth),  that  para- 
grapli  b  stand  part  of  the  clause,  5824 ; 
add  to  paragraph  b,  "sncb  line  not  to  be 
undertaken  until  after  the  <vmpletion  of 
the  Western  Australian  transcontinental 
railway,  5831;  that  the  first  word  "the" 
of  paragraph  c  stand  part  of  the  para- 
graph, 5839;  that  the  rest  of  paragraph  c 
stand  part  of  the  clause,  5842  (schedule), 
5844;  3«-.  5967 

Patents  Bill,  com.,  clause  14  (revocation  of 

?atent),  amdt.  substituting  Commissioner 
or  High  Court  in  propc»ed  new  sectiod 
providing  for  application  to  High  Court 
for  declaration  tb^t  patented  article  it  not 
manufactured  in  Commonwealth,  7or2 
Premiers'  Conference,  m.,  for  special  ad- 
journment, 2408 

Printing  Committee,  m.,  that  the  report  be 

adopted,  983 
Privilege,  m.,  1823 

Private  Members'  Business,  m.,  amdts. — 
leave  out  words  after  "  That "  and  insert 
"  the  House  meet  at  10.30  o'clock  on 
Wednesday  and  Thursday  in  each  week 
until  otherwise  ordered,"  3488;  add  "on 
and  after  7th  October,"  3493;  add  "ex- 
cepting the  notices  of  moiion  .... 
relating  to  a  Child's  Pension  Fund,"  3495 ; 
add  "  but  this  resolution  shall  not  apply 
to  Orders  of  the  Day  Nos.  i  and  4  of  the 
23rd  inst.,"  closure  and  amdt.,  3501 ;  add 
"  on  the  day  to  be  set  apart  for  private 
members'  business,  notices  of  motion  1 
and  4  of  a3rd  September  shall  take  pre- 
cedence," closure  and  arndt.,  3502 ;  ori- 
ginal question,  closure,  3503 — that  the 
motion  be  agreed  to,  3504 
'  Reprints  cf  Speeches,  m.,  that  the  Printing 
Committee  have  power  to  draw  up  rules 
in  regard  to  headings  in ;  amdt.,  leave  out 
all  the  words  after  "that,"  2122;  insert, 
'*  the  only  reprints  permitted  be  an  exact 
reproduction  of  ffansard,'*  2122 


T>l\isioiis~contiiuied. 

Seat  of  Government  Acceptance  Bill, 

5200;  com.  clause  2  (commencement) 
amdts,  to  provide  for  referendum  as  to 
most  suitable  site,  6417;  leave  out  "and 
confirming  the  said  agreement,"  6464, 
clause  3  (ratification)  amdt.,  add  to  pan- 
graph  loi  "  such  rights  as  regards  the 
Snowy  River  shall  be  paramottnt  to  those 
of  the  State,  6468;  clause  (division  of 
lands),  amdt.,  add  proviso  preventing  issue 
of  liquor  licences  except  upon  direct  vote 
of  residents  of  Federal  territory,  closure, 
6475  i  amdt.,  6476  i  (First  Schedule), 
amdt.  to  insert  witaesting  clause  of  agree- 
ment, 6477 

Speaker,  Klection  of,  m.,  that  the  debate 

be  adjourned,  lyot,  1704;  that  the  Hon. 

Charles  Carty  Salmon  do  take  the  Cbair 

as  Speaker,  1715 
Special    Adjournment     (Melbourne  Cm), 

closure,  5104;  motion,  5168 
Supply,  m.,  that  the  House  will  to-morrow 

go  into  Committee  of  Supply,  3545 
Supply   Bill   (No.   i},  int.   amdt.,   that  the 
amount  be  reduced  to  /,4i;o,ooo,  514 
•.  Supply,  formal  m.,  closure,  3542;  that  the 

Speaker  leave  the  Chair,  3543 
Surplus    Revenue    Bill,    xit.,    6926 ;  cam. 

clause  3  (method  of  debiting  espeDditore 

for  old-age  pensions),  amdt.,  leave  out 

provision  for  differential  rate,  6939 
Tariff  Anomalies,    m.,   tint  the  debate  be 

adjourned,  1548 
Want  of  Confidence,  m.,  r2Qi 
Works  Estimates— That  vote  of  j^5,ooo,  E«- 

penses  in  connexion  with  acquisition  of  site 

for  London  offices  of  Commonwealth,  br 

left  out,  2763 


EXTEBNAI.  AFFAnta 

Abouqines. 

Souse  of  Refresentatives  : 

Question  by   Mr.   Fisher,  treatmcut  of, 
,  3804 ;  Mr.  Mathews,  3805 

Administration. 

Hunt,  Mr.  Atlcc,  Administration  of  Immi- 
gration Restriction  Act,  supflyy  2973, 
2977.  3985.  a990-r 

Secretary  to  Prime  Minister,  salarv  of, 
suffly,  2973,  3979,  2989 

AUVERTISING  THB  COUUONWEALTH. 
Senate  : 

Advertising  Editor,  appointment  of,  tmf- 

fh>  SS08 

Clarion,  purchase  and  distribution  of, 

dress,  54,  65 
Policy  and  means  of,  addrets,  65;  mp- 

fly,  6q9  ;  Budget,  2720 
Standard  of  Emfire,  Contract  with,  mf- 

fly,  699 

Question  by  Senator  Findley,  arrmnfe* 
ment  with  London  Daity  Ckranielet  646, 

1365.  1636 
House  of  RefreserUatives : 

Alleged     Misrepresentations     in,  tuffly, 

607,  7068,  7070 
Distribution  of  vote  for,  fuffly,  604,  611. 

'''^^  Digitized  by  Google 
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ExnRNAL  Affaibs — continvtd. 

ADvnnsiNG  the  Cataovvnu.Ta—eontinued, 

Contract  with  Clarion,  suffly,  604,  6ai, 
634,  7069 

Co-operation  of  States  in,  suffly,  3040, 

■  7070 

Holden's,  Captain,  scheme,  suffly,  7077 
Policy  and  Means  of,  suffly,  602,  607, 

611,  634,  3040,  7070,  7078 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Bowden,  purchase  of  copiei  of  the 

Clarion,  112 
Mr.  McDougall,  inducemeatt  held  out 

to  immigrantSi  3657 

Akekican  Flbr. 
Clause  of  Refresentatives: 

Question  by  Mr.  King  O'Malley,  rumoured 
visit  of,  3771  • 

Akgentine  Exbibition. 

Hcute  »f  Refresentaiivet: 

Question  by  Mr.  Heniy  Willis,  Australian 
exhibits  at,  13x4 

ASUTICS. 
Senate : 

Question   by   Senator   Pulsford,  number 
of  in  Commonwenlth,  5669 

ISee  Chinese;  aho  Japanese  and  luui- 

GKATIOK.} 

AUSTKALIANS  DISTKES8ED. 
Senate  - 

Vote   for  repatriation  of,  suffly,  7147 

Avstrauak  Men  of  Lexteks  Fund. 
House  of  Refresentalives  : 
Question  by  Mr.  Fowler,  assistance  from, 
for  children  of  Australian  poeteii,  359 

Beef  and  Hides. 
House  ef  Refreseniatives: 
Question  by  Mr.  Webster,  ccmtrol  by  meat- 
pacltera  of  Chicago  of  world's  mnrket 
for,  1536 

Bbnt.  Sir  Trouas. 

Death  of,         3573-5;  adj.,  3654.5 

Son  War. 

House  of  Refreseniatives: 

GraTes  of  Australian  Soldiers  killed  in, 
adj.,  1953-3;  obs.,  3658 

Castaways. 

House   of  Refreseniatives  : 
Question  by  Mr.  Johnson,  rescue  of  casta> 
ways  on  islands  of  New  Guinea,  10571 
provision  for  at  Middleton  Reef,  152^. 

Chambers  of  Cohuescb  Concuss. 
'  Senate. 

Question  by  Senator  Findley,  pnymeiu  of 
visiting  pressmen's  expenses,  at^^,  3356 


ExmuiAL  ArtAiRS—ecntinued. 
Chambers  of  Comhbbce  Concuiss—con/inued. 
House  of  Refreseniatives: 

Entertainment  of  Delegates  by  Federal 

Parliament,  arf/.,  3707,  3803  * 
Questions  by — 
Mr.  John  Thomson,   representation  of 
farming   and   dairying  organizations 
at,  1784 

Mr.  Mahon,  expense  of  entertainment 
of  Delegates  by  the  Honorable  The 
President  and  Mr.  Speaker,  3709 

Chinese. 

Senate: 

Introduction  of,  address,    11,   109,  111 
Question   by   Senator   Pulsford,  number 

of  in  Australia    at    different  periods. 

4"3 

House  of  Refresentatives. 

CoinnitcuL  Tkatbllibs. 

Senate: 

Question  by  Senator  Neild,  differential 
charges  upon  in  Western  Australia.  53 

Cook,  Captain. 
Senate : 

Motion  by  Senator  Symoa  that  the  Logs 
^d  Journals  of  the  Endeavour  and 
Resolution  should  be  secured  for  pre- 
servation amongst  the  archives  of  Aus- 
3^*'  393*;  agreed  to. 

Question  by  Senator  Symon,  steps  taken 
to  give  effect  to  motion  to  secure  loes 
and  journals  of,  4503 

CoRNSACKs  ISee  Trade  and  Costous).  . 

DaEADNorcHT  [See  Defence]. 

Dry  Farming. 

Question  by  Mr.  King  O'Malley,  payment 
of  expenses  of  Senator  McColl  in  con- 
nexion  with  report  on,  3769 

EARTHQtUKE  IN  CaLABRU. 
Senate: 

Sympathy   with   TtnlKn   nation,  address. 
23.  57  ' 

Frbhantle  Dock. 

House  of  Refresentatives: 
Question  by  Mr.  Hedges,  construction  of 
having  regard  to  repairs  to  vessels  for 
defence,  3304 

FftEMANTLE  MUNICIPAL  LOAN. 

House  of  Refresentatives: 
Alleged    failure    of,  adj.,    »54;    ^x*/ . 
2091,  7233.4  ^  ' 
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EznuiAL  Affaiks — <»^iuui. 
Geucan  Possessions  in  PjLcific. 
Senate  : 

Motion  by  Seoator  Chataway  for  return 
of  eqxfftc  to,  53 

High  Cowiassioinu. 
Senate: 

Appointment  of,  address,  78,  lii ;  suf-fiyt 
3989;  345»»  3455-6;  <irf;.,  7227 

Qveitiotta  b^' — 
Senator  W.  Rnssell,  if  Sir  John  Forrest 

is  to  be  nsked  to  accept  position,  3454 
Senator    Clemons,    assuraace    that  qu 

member  of  the   Govi:mment   will  be 

appointed  as,  3202,  3305 
Senator    DobKin,    functions    of  State 

AgentB-General  to  be  transferred  to^ 

5287 

Senator  Needham,  persuii    to    be  ap- 
pointed, 7310 
House  of  Kefresemtaiives  : 

Advisory  Committee  to  the,  adj.,  2054-5 
Appointment  of,   address,   299 ;  supfly, 

3021-3,  6028;  adj.,  6794 
Duties  of,  suffly,  3021., 
Forrest,  Sir  John,  Rumored  appoiatmpnt 

of,  Budget,  2503 
Transfer   of    Duties   of    State  Agents- 
General  to,  suffly,  3033 
Qnestions  by — 

Mr.  Fisher,  consideration  of  Bill,  4928, 

5185,  6250 
Mr.  Frazer,  High  Commissioner  Bill, 
6536 

Mr.    Fisher,   person  to  be  appomted, 
7066,  7335;  Mr.  Thomas  Brown,  7235 

[See  Hitm  ComnssiONEs  Bnx,  tmdei 
"  Bills."] 

HOKOOIS. 
Hfiutt  «/  Xefresentatives  : 

King's  Medal  for  bravery  of  police  and 

firemen,  suffly,  6050 
Questions  by — 

Mr.    Coon,    Imperial    recognjtion  of 

bravery  of  Mr.  J.  C.  Davis,  1301 
Mr,  Crouch,  grant  of  King's  n^jdal  for 
bravery  to  police  and  firemen,  5712. 
6050,  6993 

lUUtGRATTON. 
Senate : 

Alleged    Misrepresentation    of  Australian 

Conditions,  suffly,  664 
Attitude  of   Labour  Party,  address,  15, 

29,  65 ;  suffly,  668 
Chinese,  introduction  of,  address^  it,  109, 

lit 

Contract  Immigrants  Act,  alleged  evasion 
of   in  Wntem  Australia,  adj.,  5851-63 

Co-operation  of  State  Goremments,  suf- 
fly, 7146 

Holden's,      Captain,      scheme,  *uf^y, 

7MS-7  ... 
Immigration  Rrstrictton  Act,  address,  ti, 

30 

Japanese  Doctor,  admission  of  to  North* 
West  Coast,  adj.,  1862 
\nd  available  for,  address,  54,  80 


EzxiRNAL  ArvAtkZz~<autumed. 
Imhicbatioh — toattuued. 

Land  Monopoly  and,  address,  \i,  %$,  29, 
68,  98;  suffly,  668;  Budfet,  2547, 
STao-ii  suffly,  7146 

Land  Taxation  and,  address,  11,  16,  29, 
70,  80,  101,  io8;  suffly,  657;  Budget, 

»S55;  ^"ffly*  7»47 
Northern  Territory   as  a  field  for,  ad- 
dress, 29,  108;  Budget,  2540 
Policy  ot,  address,  15,  29,  59,  6s,  QO,  99, 

roS;  suffly,  669;  Budget,  2555 
Questions  by — 
Senator  St.   Ledger,    introdnction  of 

Philippino  cigarmakers,  1471,  2068 
Senator  W.   Kussctl,  operation   of  Im- 
migration Restriction   Act,  r473 
Senator    Findley,    land   availaible  for 
immigrants,  470a ;  Seoator  St.  Ledger, 
470< 

Senator   Dobson,   retired   soldiers  and 
sailors  as  immigrants,  721 1 
Hcuse  of  Refresentatives: 

Absence   of   provision    for    in  Budget, 

Budget,  2437 
Alleged    Misiepresentatton   of  Australian 

Conditions,  suffly,  607,  615,  626,  633, 

6^6,  7068,  7070,  7076-7 
Attitude  of  Labour  Party,  address,  tc; 

suffly,  618 
Australiaa   Immigration  League,  suffly, 

608,  614,  631 
Chinese,    Influx    of.    suffly,  aq74-8a, 

2987,  2990,  4255,  7067,  7070,  7072 
Contract   Immigrants  Act,  Administration 

of,   adj,,    150,   862,   5899-5Q14,   6080-1  ; 

exfl.,  6118;  adj.,  6140 

Co-operation  of  States,  addrrss,  36 ;  suf- 
fly, 603,  611,  623,  3040 

Immigration  Restriction  Act,  Adnunistn> 
Uon  of,  suffly,  2975,  3047,  7067,  7070, 
7073- S 

Italians,  Influx  of,  to  Wcstem  Australia. 
suffly.  2690.  2975,  »990.  5899-S9«4. 
6080-1;  exfl.,  61 18;  adj.,  6140 

Japanese  doctor,  admission  of  to  North- 
west Coast,  suffly,  1953,  2684,  2687. 
2690-4;  adj.,  2765;  suffly.  2974,  3981, 

Land  Available  for,  suffly,  619 
Land  Monopoly  and,  address,  35 ;  adj., 
180,    193 ;    address,    289 ;    sufjdy,  603, 
6a6 ;  Budget,  3585 ;  suffly,  3040-5 

Land  Taxation  and,  adj.,  166,  189,  104; 

address,    289,    297 ;    suffly,    603,  611, 

623,  636,  3044 
Maoris,  Introduction  of  Under  Contract, 

adj.,  1830 

Northern  Territorv  as  a  field  for,  adj.. 
<93 

Policy  of,  address,  34;  suffly,  603,  607, 

611,  613,  619,  633,  3040 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts,  notice  in  Farmer  mai 

Srttlrr  of  arrival  of  imnigrants  fnm 
Enclfiid,  1315 
Mr.  Fraxcr,  admission  of  Japanese  doo> 
tor  to  North- West-Coast,  1S64,  1902; 
Mr.  Mahon.e8^^(^@i§te.  Hrt- 
cbiaont  2200  O 


May  26  to  December  8, 1909. 


Ixxxv 


EXTCRNAL  Affaibs — continued. 
IttutQEAnov—ccntinutd. 

Questions  by — continued- 

Mr.  HcDongall,  induRements  held  out 
to  immigrants,  3657 

Mr.  Fowler,  land  available  in  Western 
Australia  fer  immigrants,  3716 

Mr,  Frazer,  influx  to  Western  Aus- 
tralia of  Italians  and  Austiians,  4928 

Dr.  Liddell,  proposed  introduction  of 
Syrian  families,  7227 

Ihpzkul  Dbfskcb  Coktsbencb  [See  Defencb]. 

lUFERiAL  Institute. 
House  of  Representatives: 
Contribution  to  Funds  of,  suffly,  30^$ 

Intelligence  Bkancb. 
Souse  of  Representatives: 

Proposed    establiabment    of    in  External 
Affairs  Department,  suffly,  6049-50 

IHTXBNATIONAL  COKFBSENCE  OK  NATIONAL  RE- 
SOURCES. 

Senate: 

Obs.  on,  suffly,  5509 

House  of  Refreseniatives:  - 

Question    by    Mr.    Bowdcn,  representa- 
tion of  Commonwealth  at,  4453 

JAFAIIBSK. 

House  of  Refreseniatives: 
Number  Of  in  Commonwealth,  eis.,  5154 
[See  Immigration.] 

LABOint  Difficulties. 
Senate: 

Broken  Hill  strike  and  treatment  of  miners, 

address,  22-3,  61-2,  73-4,  85-6 
Commonwealth   Ministers  and  strike,  ad 

dress,  61,  85 
Newcastle   coal    miners'    strike,  interven- 
tion   of    Federal    Government,  adj., 
7";j-38 
Questions  by — 
Senator  McGregor,  conference  to  ter- 
minate coal  miners'  strike,  5501 
Senator  Givens,  refusal  of  New  South 
Wales     Railways     Commissioners  to 
haul  coal,  6425,  6585 

House  of  Refreseniatives: 

Broken  Hill  Miners,  treatment  of,  address, 

33-4  ,  . 

Federal  Government,  intervention   of  in 
Newcastle  strike,    adj.,   6935 ;  suffly, 

Mr.  Fisher,  statement  by,  suffly,  7276-7 
Mr.   Hughes,    connexion    of    with  strike, 

adj.,  6488;  suffly,  7081 
Newcastle   coal    miners'    strike,  suffly, 

6041-7,  6057-8 
Railways     Commissioners,     New  South 
Wales,  refusal  to  haul  conl.  adj.,  6486,' 
I  648c) 

Tin  Miners,  New  South  Wales,  adj.,  155, 
'  150-60.  168 

Vend,  ("oal,  action  of,  adj.,  6487,  64S9; 
,  agreement  entered  into  by   means  of, 

-*fp^y>  7079 


ExTEKNAL  Affairs — continued. 
Labour  Difficulties— ftfii/iiiKc^. 
Questioni  by — 

Mr.  O'Malley,  interference  in  coal 
miners*  strike  by  Commonwealth 
authorities,  5775 ;  Mr.  Bamford,  Mr. 
Hutchison,  and  Mr.  Tudor,  5775 

Mr.  Watkins,  refusal  of  contereoce  by 
proprietors  of  mines,  5804 

Mr.  Catts,  appointment  of  conciliation 
committee,  5916 

Mr.  Liddell,  suggested  intervention  of 
Governor-General,  6140 

Mr.  O'Malley,  legislation  to  bring  in- 
dustrial aisputes  under  Common- 
wealth jurismction,  6368 

Mr.  Fisher>  refusal  of  New  South 
Wales  Railways  Commisuoners  to 
haul  coal,  6461-2 ;  Mr.  Watkins,  64&1 ; 
Mr.  Webster,  6462 

Mr.  Crouch,  Mr.  Hughes,  as  chairman 
<of  Strike  Congress,  6461 

Mr.  Frazer,  condition  imposed  by  New 
South  Wales  Railways  Commissioners 
on  haulage  of  coal,  6629,  6630;  Mr. 
King  O'Malley,  6630,  6979 

Mr.  King  O'Malley,  action  of  President 
Roosevelt  in  Pennsylvania,  6630 

Mr.  Johnson,  restraint  of  trade  by 
Coal  Vend,  6979 

Mr.  Frazer,  deciuon  of  Mr.  Justice 
Isaacs,  7230-1 ;  Mr.  King  O'Malley* 
Mr.  Fisher,  7232 

Mr.  Fisher,  intervention  of  Common- 
wealth authorities,  7231-3;  Mr.  Bam- 
ford, 7233 

Mr.  Fisher,  action  of  Victi^rian  coal 
miners,  7232 ;  amendment  of  Con- 
ciliation and  Arbitration  Act  to  con- 
fer CommoQwealth  jurisdiction  before 
dispute  extends  beyond  the  boundary 
of  one  State,  7232 

[See  also  Momopoiif.s,  uhHt  "Tpipk  axi> 
Customs."] 

Land  Settlement. 
Senate : 

Notice  of  motion  by  Senator  Lynch  as  to 
land  holdings  in  different  States  with- 
drawn, 6315 
Questions  by — 

Senator  Givens  as  to  proposals  of  Vic- 
torian Government  for  settlement  of 
poor  lands,  1365;  cxfL,  1143 
Senator  Findley,  land  available  in  Vic- 
toria for  immigrants,  4700 ;  Senator 
St.  Ledger,  47ot 

House  of  Refreseniatives 

Question  by  Mr.  Fowler,  statement  by 
Lord  Lamington  as  to  settlements  in 
Australia,  6535 

[See  Immigration.] 

Lu^E  AssinuNCE, 
House  of  Refreseniatives : 

Question  by  Mr.  Bamford,  report  of 
Royal  Commission  on,  5239 


London  Offices  of  Commonwealth. 
Senate:  ^.OO^Z 


Site  for,  Budget,  284!^ 
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ExittNAL  Affairs — continued. 

London   Offices   of  Cobchonwealtu— 
Hnued. 

House  oj  Representatives: 
CoUinS]  Captain,  Duties  and  Position  of, 

ntffly.  2989,  2993,  3oaT 
Site  for,  supply,  2762 
Question  by — 
Mr.   McDougall,   relations  of  Captain 
Collins  with  Meat  Tzust,  2947 

Naturalization. 

House  of  Representatives: 

Loss  of  Naturaliiation  papers,  adj.,  1717, 

1728 
Questions  by — 

Mr.    Henry    Willis,    accumulation  of 

applications  for,  1535 
Mr.   Crouch,   alleged  naturalization  in 

Australia  of  Francisco  Ferrer,  5915 

Newcastle  Coal  Strikb. 

[See  "Laboub  Difficultibs.**] 

New  Hebrides. 
Souse  of  Representatives: 
Mail  Service  to,  sup^y^  3037 
Motion  by  Mr.  Johnson  for  rebates  of 
duties  on  imports  from,  2948;  debated, 
r.  1955-7 

Rebates  on   products  of,   supply,  7072-3, 
7075 

Reciprocal    Treaty    Arrangements  with, 

supply,  3037 

Questions  by — 

Mr.  Johnson,  Complaints  of  British 
Settlers  in,  2860 ;  suspension  of  re* 
cruiting  from,  3049 

New  Zealand  and  South  African-  Customs 
acreeuent. 

[See  "  Trade  and  Customs."] 

NoBFOLK  Island. 
Senate  : 

Question  by  Senator  Colonel  Neild,  trans- 
fer of  to  the  Commonwealth,  7211 

North  Pole. 

House  of  Representatives: 

Question  by  Dr.  Wilson,    Labour  party 
and  alleged  discovery  of,  3050 

NOKTHERM  TeRBITORT. 
Senate : 

Acquisition  ol,address,  29,  58,  no;  Bud- 
get, 2541,  2548,  2854 
Motion   by    Senator    Best    for  printing 
papers  regarding  land  held  by  members 
of  Northern  Territory  League,  6199 
Questions  by — 

Senator  Dobson,  circulation  of  Govern- 
ment Resident's  report,  1610;  Sena- 
tor McGregor,  2147  ' 
Senator    Lynch,    reservation    of  land 
along  route  of  railway  from  Oodna- 
datta  to  Pine  Creek,  2257 
Senator  Keating,  maps  of,  2905,  3409 
Senator   Symon,    when    acqnisftion  of 
would  be  discussed,  3914,  4109 


External  Affairs — continued. 
NOBTHEKN  Tsaxrrovi'--continued. 
Questions  hy— continued.  ' 
Senator  Gray,  lands  held  by  members 
of  Northern  TerritQry  League,  6109 
Senator  Pulsford,  'reveniie,  expenditnze, 

and  debt  of,  61593 
Senator  Macfarlane,  statement  of  Trea- 
surer of  South  Australia  that  Oodna- 
datta  would  be  taken  over  by  Com- 
monwealth, 6795 
Senator  Storv,  Northern  Territorr  Ac- 
ceptance  Bill,  7020 

H»use  of  Representatives: 

Acquisition    of,    address,    286 ;  Budrai. 
2497.8  •  * 

Agreement  for  transfer,  position  of,  m. 
adj.,  6980-91 

I^^lopoaent  of,  addrtti,  agSj  Budt«t, 

Northern   Territory   League,   lands  held 
by  members  of,  expl.r  6141 

Questions  by — 

Mr.  McDougall,  acquisition  of  land  b 
by  Dovril  Australian  Estates  Ltd., 
and  land  syndicates,  1314 

Mr.  Crouch,  Letters  Patent  eivinc 
South  Australia  control  of,  1419 

Mr.  Sampson,  communications  between 
Imperial  and  Soiith  Australian  Go- 
vernments, rs25;  Mr.  Gwynncth's  reap 
of  proposed  railway  in,  2201 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith,  Mr.  Wilson's  map  of 
proposed  railway  in,  2201 

Dr.  Maloney,  vote  for  prospecting  in, 
2299 

Mr.    Batchelor,   consideration  of  Bill, 

Sia;  Mr.  Poynton.  3050,  3772,  571a; 
r.  Livingston,  4069 
Mr.  Richard  Foster,  lands  said  to  be 
held  by  members  of  Northern  Terri- 
tory League,  6140 

{See  also  Nohtherh  Tbrbitory  AccKPTAisn 
Bill,  under  Bnxs."] 

Oil  Fuel. 
Stnaie: 

Question  by  Senator  Keating,  communica- 
tion with  Admiralty  as  to  Australian 
supplies  of,  305,  1368 

Pianc  Islands. 
House  of  Repreteniaiiv€t: 

Mail  Service  to,  supply,  3037-39 
Question  by  Mr.  Johnson,  snperrisioa  of 
recruiting  from,  3049 

[See  New  Hebsiiks.] 

Papoa. 
Senate: 

Administration,  expense  of,  supply,  7145 
Delimitation  of  boundary,  supply,  7145  , 
Lieut.-Goveraor,    leave    of    absence  to, 

supply,  7145  I 

Native   Labour   Ordinance,   '»^^^J^4S2,  i 
3414,  3425;  adj.,  4036  OQlC  * 

Trade  Relations  with,  address,  n 
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External  Affairs — continued. 
PATVA—eoniinued, 
Queitions  by — 
Senator  Neild,  production  of  coffee  in> 
1636;  representation  of  planters  in 
Legislative    Council)    1955;  imports 
from,  2505 
Senator  Givens,  Dr.  Vaughan's  report 
on  case  of  R.  J.  Craig,  4306 

House  of  Kefresentaiives  : 
Adminiitration,  JUf^y,  3036 
fioundftiiea  CtHnmisiion,  Work  of,  tufflyt 
3027 

Climate  of,  ff^Iy,  303«-5 
Communication  with,  supply,  3983,3988-9 
Currency,  tuffly^  3026 
Development  of.  Budget,   3419;  suffly, 

499*.  30»S-36 
Land  System,  suffly,  3035-29 
Lieut. -Governor,    leave    of    absence  to, 

suffly,  7070 
Motion  by  Mr.  Johnson  for  rebates  of 
duties  on  importa,  2948;  debated,  3955-7 
Native  Labour  Conditions,  suffly,  3034-5 
Natives,  treatment  of,  suffly,  3993,  3036 
Preferential    izeatmeot   of   products  of, 

suffly,  7073 
Prospecting  in,  suffly,  3983,  3035>8 
Public  Service,  Salaries  and  Conditions, 

suffly,  3983,  3035-33 
Royal  CommiSHon,  RecommendatiODS  of, 

suffly,  298a,  3988,  3035,  3033 
Sugar  Industry  in,  suffly,  3028 
Questions  by — 

Mr.    Bowden,   Thoresby    trial,  native 

women  as  labourers,  1315,  r7S8 
Mr.  Bamford,  employment  of  Papuans 

at  Thursday  Islaao,  1866,  1901 
Mr.   McDonald,   protection    of  native 

birds,  3807 
Mr.  McDougall,  employment  of  native 
labour,    5456 ;    concessions    to  land 
syndicate,  5456 
Mr.  Thomas  Brown,  native  settlements 
on  plantations,  5805 ;  Mr.  Batcljelor, 

M  enry  Willis,  efFect  of  Papuan 
Tariff  Ordinance,  6463 

Mr.  McDougall,  power  of  veto  over 
action  of  Papuan  Council,  employ- 
ment of  female  labour,  sugar  grown 
by  kanaka  labour,  6992 ;  leasing  of 
land,  6993 

Mr.  Bamford,  wireless  telegraphic  com- 
munication with,  7339 

PUumS'  CONFCREMCE. 

Senate  : 

Adjournment  over  sittings  of,  adf.,  l86a, 
3293,  3395;  Budget,  3546 

Authority  of,  Budget,  2727,  2855 

Motion  by  Senator  Milien  for  adjourn- 
ment of  Senate  over  sittings  of,  3456; 
debated,  3457-81 ;  agreed  to,  3481 

Secrecy  of  Proceedings  at,  Budget,  2531, 

2546.  '55*.  373' 
State    Guarantees,    arrangement    as  to, 

Budget,  3536 


EXTESNAL  Affaiks — tonHnued. 

PuiOEss*  CovsKOSC^—eoiUinMed. 

Questions  by- 
Senator   Neild,   adjournment  over  sit- 
tings of,  3147 
Senator  Pulsford,  terms  of  agreement, 
3508 ;    arrangement   with   respect  to 
State  Guarantees,  3508,  3107,  3410 
Senator  Pearce,  copies  of  agreement  and 
report  of  proceedings,  3508-9;  Senator 
Givens,  5(^69 

House  of  Refresentatives : 

Adjournment  to  enable  Ministers  to  at- 
tend, adj.,  1731,  3146 
Admission  of  Federal  members  to,  adj., 

1727 

Authority  of,  Budget,  2489,  2793 
Correspondence  with  State  Premiers,  adf.t 

958 

Motion  by  Mr.  Deakin  for  printing  of 
corres[>ondence  between  Prime  Minister 
and  Premier  of  New  South  Wales, 
moved,  3130;  debated,  2134;  agreed  to, 
2146 

Motion  by  Mr.  Groom  for  special  ad- 
journment to  enable  Ministers  to  attend, 
2313;  debated,  2312-50,  2406-8;  agreed 
to,  3408 

Objects  of,  Budget,  2425 

Reid,  Right  Hon.  G.  H.,  Letter  to  Chair- 
man of,  Budget,  2800 
.Report  from,  obs.,  2557 

Representation  of  Commonwcilth  at,  ad- 
dress, 40,  290 

Secrecy  of  Proceedings  at,  obs.,  2558 ; 
Budget,  2566,  3580 

Questions  by — 

Mr.  Crouch,  adjournment  over  sittings 
of,  1523;  Mr.  Fisher,  1864;  Mr. 
Hall,  3007 ;  Mr.  Hughes,  3054 

Puss  CONCSESS. 
House  of  Representatives: 
Expenditure  of  grant  in  aid  of,  lufflyt 
3<HS 

Question  by  Mr.  Bowden,  circulation  of 
report  of,  1784 

Price,  Hon,  T,,  Death  of  [See  FAjtLUUEiit]. 

Professional  Registration  : 
House  of  Refresentatives: 

Motion  by  Dr.  Wilson  for  uniform  legis- 
lation regulating,  3373;  debated,. 3378'84 

Railways— Compound  Gauge  :  Mono-Rail. 
Senate  : 

Motion   by    Senator    Neild    for  Select 
Committee    to    inquire    into    and  re- 

fort  on  appliance  known  as  Brennan's 
mprovements  in  switches  and  crossings 
for  compound  gauge  railways,  r503; 
debated,  1509;  amdt.  by  Senator  Pearce 
to  leave  out  the  words  "  appliance 
known  as  Brennan's,"  i^ii;  debated, 
rsia,  2942-3;  amdt.  agreed  to,  2943; 
motion,  as  amended,  negatived,  3943 
Question  hy — 

Senator   Macfarlan^   Brennan's  mono- 
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External  Affairs— ^ow/iiwerf. 
SOLAK  OBSUVATOKT. 
Home  of  RefresentaHves : 
Qaeitioii  by  Mr.  Mahon,  establMiment  of 
in  Australia,  5333 

SOUTB  P(XK. 

House  of  Refresentatives : 
Question  by  Di.  Liddell,  sub&idy  to  Cap- 
uin  Scotts'  expedition  tA,  5805 

STAns,  Relations  with  : 
Semdt€i 

Co-operatioD  with  States  Goveiiunento> 
Budget,  aqiy 

StEAU-SHIP  StjBStDT. 

Senate  : 

Question  by  Senator  St.  Ledgeri  whether 
steam-sbip  Manafouri  ii  a  State  sub- 
sidized steamer^  4x04 
House  of  RefreseiUaiives : 

Question  by  Mr.  Edwards,  subsidy  paid 
by  Victorian  Gorernmcnt  to  steam-sbtps 
trading  between  Victoria  and  Fiji,  r3x6 

Suez  Canal. 
House  of  Refrestntativei: 
Question  by  Mr.  Crouch,  reduction  of 
dues  on  Australia  vessels  and  produce, 
4653 

Tropical  Diseases  : 
House  of  Refresentatipei: 

Investigation  of,  suffiy,  3037,  7071,  7075 

VicTOKiAN  Legislative  Council. 
House  of  Refresentalives  : 
Question   by    Dr.    Maloney,  referendum 
on  abolition  of,  5455,  5543 

"Waratah,"  Missino  Steauer  [Set  Natua- 
TioN  AND  Shipping,  under  "1^ai»  and 

Customs  "]. 

Water  CoNssKVAnoN. 
House  of  Refresett/ativei: 
Question  by  Mr.  Bruce  Smith,  Common- 
wealth   interests    in    conservation  of 
waters  of   the   Murray   and  Murrum- 
bidgee,  6631 

WmtE  AUSTSALU  PoLlcr. 
Senate: 

Enforcement  of,  address,  11;  suffly,  604 
House  of  Refresentaiives : 
Alleged  violation  of,  adj.,  150,  205 
Importance  of,  address,  293 
Northcote,  Lord,  speech  by,  suffly^  2978, 
2980,  2984 

Question  by  Mr.  Bamford,  employment 
of  coloured  labour  at  Thursday  Island. 

3258,  3509 

[See  IlUUGKATION.} 

WouEN's  Work  Exhibition  : 
House  of  Refresentatvoes : 

Refund  of  grant  in  aid,  obu^  3020 
Question  by  Mr.  Mabon,  Commonwealth 
grant  in  aid  of,  2045 


aOVESNOR-OENEBAL. 

Senate  : 

Travelling  expenses  of,  tuf^y,  yittt 

House  of  RefresenSativts  : 
Reported  retiremeat  of,  ois.,  3153 
QuesUoni  by — 
Mr.    Crouch,     travelling     io  ,  foreiga 

steamer,  2^ 
Mr.  B.  Smith,  reponed  retirement  of, 
3051 


HOME  AFFAISS. 
Agricultural  Bcibau. 
Seu^e: 

Appropriation  for,  Mffly,  7x56 
Premiers'  Coofereoce  and  proposed  estab- 
lishment of,  adj.,  4741 
Question  by  Senator  W.  Russell,  Bnrenn 
of  Agriculture  Bill,  7021 
House  of  Refresentatives: 
Bill  for  establishment  of,  Budget,  afjgg 
Question  by  Dr.  Wilson,  establishment  of, 
2559 

[See    BUSEAD  OF  ACRICUUDBK  BiLL,  Wkder 

"  Bills."] 

Commonwealth  Fkoferty  :   Municipax.  Rates 
AND  Taxes. 

House  of  RefresetUoiives : 
Motion  by  Mr.  Kelly  as  to  grant  to  muni- 

cipaliltes,  1800;  adj.,  7309 
Question  by  Mr.  Kelly,  3510 

Electoral. 
Senate  : 

Question  by  Senator  Stewart,  date  ot 
general  elections,  5746 

House  of  Representatives: 
Elections,  date  of,  tuf^y,  4373 
Electoral  Act,  administration,  adj.,  3711-4 
Expenditures  of  parties  00  organisation, 

supfiy,  426a 
Kaigoorlie     assistant     returning  officer, 

supfiy,  4254 
Maps,  supply,  4255,   4256,   4259,  4370, 

4273 

Motion  by  Mr.  Fuller,  approving  new 
distribution  of  electorates.  Western  Aus- 
tralia, 6143;  debated,  6149-95;  closure 
moved,  6195 ;  motion  negatived,  6r()5 

Poll  Clerks,  ad;.,  3713,  3714 

Postal  Voting,  adj.,  3713 

Registration  of  electors,  tufply,  4266,  4273 

Returning  and  assistant  retumiag  offioen* 
37".   37*4.   4254.   4260;  supply. 

Rolls,  adj.,  3713.  3714;  supply,  42551 
4256,  4258,  4266,  4270.  4*73.  S<34.  6053 

Questions  by — 

Mr.  Tudor,  electoral  rolls,  Victorii, 
1301.  i!i66,  2007,  2947,  3604,  6023 

Mr.  T.  Brown,  electoral  roils.  New 
South  Wales,  1419;  Dr.  Liddell, 
1S66;  Mr.  Henry  Willis,  2007;  Mr. 
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Hoifi.  Aftairs — eeniiiuud. 
ELKnoux.—continu4d. 

Questions  by — timiinued. 

Mr.  Frazer,  electoral  rolls,  Western 
Australia,  3604 

Mr.  Chanter,  printing  names  of  polling- 
booths  on  rolls,  1785 

Mr.  Wise,  elecloial  Uw  reform,  1788. 
a86i 

llr.  Bamford,  voting  ottchiMSt  a86t; 

Mi.  Hutebiaon,  4453 
Mr.  Johnson,  printing  maps  with  roUi, 

3»59 

Mr.    T.    Brown,    divisional  returning 

officers,    3524,    5710 ;    Mr.  Chanter, 

3871;  Mr.  Bamford,  3960,  4250;  Mr. 

Page.  57" 
Mr.  Tudor,    prioUng   and   inuing  of 

rolls,  3807 
Mr.   Chanter,  collection  of  r.amet  by 

police,  3807  J  Mr.  Hedges,  4328 
Mr.  Frazer,  case  cf  Mr.  Green,  assistant 

returning  officer,  Katgoorlie,  3960 
Mr.  John  Thomson,  poll  clerk^  4070 
Mr.  Bowden,  applications  for  enrolment 

4338 

Mr.  Storrer,  timber  for  ballot  boxei, 
4S49,  49^8;  Mr.  Bamford,  4939 

Mr.  Mahon,  Western  Anstralian  elec- 
toral boundaries,  5050  j  Mr.  Frazer, 
5051 

Mr.  Wise,  majority  representation,  5106 
Dr.  Maloncy,  elective  Ministries,  refer- 
endum, 5713 
Mr.  Fisher,  Western    Australian  elec- 
toral divisions,  6117 

Mr.  CatU,  manufacture  of  ballot-boxes, 
63 jo 

Dr.  Maloney,  claims  for  earoiment, 
646a,  6991 

Mr.  Bamford,  supply  of  rolls  to  mem- 
bers of  Parliament,  7065 
Mr.  Knox,  compilation  of  rolls,  7338 
Mr.  Archer,  Queensland  rolls,  7228 
Mr.  Mahon,  date  of  elections,  7335 ;  Mr. 
Roberts,  7335 

{See  Electoral  Bill,  Referendum  (Constttu- 
TiON  Alteration)  Bill,  and  Prefisehtul 
Voting  Bill,  under  "  BiiLs."] 

Federal  Capital  and  Seat  of  Gotesnhbmt. 
Senate  : 

Appropriation  for,  Budget,  3549,  3799 
Camp  at  Canberra,  address,  57 
Correspondence  with  Mr.  Wade,  adj.^a^ 
■Dalgety  site,  Budget,  3543 
Jervis  Bay,  suitability  of  for  Naval  Col. 
lege,  suffly.  3415 

Settlement    of    question,    Budget,  2543, 
2737  ^ 

Questions  by — 

Senator  W.  Russell,  water  supply  of 
Federal  Capital  site,  305,  1369;  Sena- 
tor Vardon,  1369 

Senator  Givens,  expediting  of  details, 
1367 

Senator  Neild,  progress  of  negotia- 
titms,  1635,  1831 


HOHt  ArwMti%^eoHtimmed. 

Federal  Capital  and  Seat  of  Government — 
eentinued. 

Questions  by — eojiltnutd. 

Senator  Givens,  torrespondcnce  with 
Mr.  Wade,  2254 

Senator  Dobson,  report  by  *  Mr.  de 
Burgh,  2372 

Senator  W.  Russell,  Seat  of  Govern- 
ment Acceptance  Bill :  Attitude  of 
Senator  Best,  4898 

Senator  Pulsford,  intentions  of  Govern- 
ment, 6585 

Senator  PeArce,  map  of  land  at  Jervis 
Bay  to  be  acquired,  4406 

House  of  RefresetUatives: 

Area  to  be  acquired,  sufflyt  4271 
Expenditure  on.  Budget,  2433,  2441 ;  sup 

fly,  7»o7-»4.  7"8-o 
Jervis  Bay,  report  by  Mr.  Scrivener,  adj., 
260 

Negotiations    with    New   South  Wales, 

suffly,  2681-4,  4273 
Site  at  Canberra,  !>uil:tbility  of,  address, 

399;  Budget,  3498 
Water  Supply,  report  by  Mr.  Scrivener, 

adj.,  ai;g,  260 

Questions  b>- — 

Mr.  Hall,  progress  of  negotiations, 
1301,  1866,  1900;  Mr.  Willis,  1524, 
3060,  4041 ;  Mr.  Bruce  '^mith,  1900 ; 
Mr.  Johnson,  3558 ;  Mr.  Bowden, 
3768,  2860;  Mr.  Catts,  3510;  Mf. 
Hughes,  3806 

Mr.  Johnson,  report  by  Mr.  de  Burgh 
on  water  supply,  1525 

Mr.  Mathews,  report  on  Jervis  Bay  site, 

Mr.   ^cDoogall,  water  supply  of  site, 

'787.  5053 
Mr.    Hall,    correspondence    with  Mr. 

Wade,  aaoi 
Mr.   McDougall,  Dalgety  site,  2488 
Mr.  Henry  Willis,  driving  in  first  peg, 

3358 

Mr.  Johnson,  article  in  Age  as  to  rejec- 
tion of  Dalgety,  4654 

Mr.  Johnson,  premiums  to  architects  to 
submit  plans  for  laying  out  capital 
city,  5708 

Mr.  Catts,  cession  of  territory,  5708 

Mr.  Henry  Willis,  establishment  of 
capital,  6868;  Mr.  Mauger,  6869 

Mr.  Henry  Willis,  plans  for  Federal 
city,  6868,  6869 

^See  Seat  of  Government  Acceptance  Bitl, 
under  "  Bills."] 

Ikter-State  Commission.  [Sre  under  "  Trade 
AND  Customs."] 

Land  Acqdisition. 

Senate : 

Motion  by  Senator  E .  J .  Russe  1 1 ,  for 
production  of  papers  relating  to  pur- 
chase of  land  in  Little  Bourke-street, 
Melbourae,  5097 

House  of  Refreseniaiives: 
Land     purchase,     Melbourae,  sufflyt 

Digitized  by  Google 
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HOUK  ATFAtBS — fontinutd. 

LEGtruucv  BILU 
House  of  Sefresentaiivet: 
Question  by  Ur.  Cioiulit  facilkieB  for 
constdcTation  of,  5105 

Map  of  Ausisaua. 
Senate: 

Question  by  Scoator  Keating,  official 
maps  of  Australia  and  of  Nortbenii 
Territory,  3905,  3409 

House  of  Refreseniatives : 
Questions  by — 
Mr.  Bowdeo,    publication    of  official 
map  of  Australia,  1785;  Mr.  Fowler, 
7170 

Mr.  Jofao  TbomsoD,  indication  of  tele- 
graph and  telephone  lines  on  map, 
178s 

Mbteosolocical  Bra.n'ch. 
Senate  : 

Employment  of  members  of  State  staffs, 

343» 

Motion  by  Senator  Lynch,  re  wider  distri- 
bution   oi    forecasts,    4533 ;  dt'biiled. 

4536-40;  negatived,  4540 
Question  by  Senator  Lynch,  use  of  tele- 
phone  for  transmission  of  weather  fore- 
casU,  4504 

House  of  Hefrestntalives: 
Contingencies,  suffly,  638 
Questions  by — 
Mr.  Sinclair,  weather  forecasts,  1787 
Mr.  Mahon,  establishment  of  Common- 
wealth solar  observatory.  5333 

Population  Estdutxs. 
Senate  ■* 

Question  by  Senator  Chataway,  alleged 
departure  from  statisticians'  agreement, 
4206 

PUBUC  Service. 
Senate: 

Accidents  to  Commonwealth  employ^  m., 
1043 

Grading,  supply,  5525 

Inspector,  Western  Australia,  adf.^  4934-6 

Minimum  wage,  supply,  5511-36 

Motion  by  Senator  Findley  for  return  of 

salaries  of  employes  in  Commonwealth 

Service, 

Motion  by  Senator  E.  J.  Russell,  for  pro- 
duction of  papers  regarding  estabiish- 
ment  of  pension  or  superannuation  fund, 
5971 ;  papers  ordered  to  be  printed,  yaii 

Stamps  Printer,  supply,  4318-19 

Temporary   employes,  sufply,  4313,  5511-26 

Questions  by — 
Senator  Needbam,  examinations,  5096 
Senator  E.  J,  RuHsell,  fprmtf  omplnv^ 
in  Customs  Department.  Ji"n 

House  of  Represenlalhet  : 
Amending  Bill,  adf.,  5286 
Female  officers,  salaries,  supply,  638 
Fines,  supply,  1203 


HOMX  Affairs — con/inued. 
PuBuc  Service— 

Government   House   Gardeners,  mffiyt 

6o^j 

Minimum  wage,  supply,  ttos^ 
Passage  money,  supply,  637 
Salaries,  low,  supply,  637,  638 
Superannuation  scneme,  supply,  3383 
Motion  by  Mr.  Tudor,  for  return  as  to 

employ^  receiving  less  than  £ito  per 

annum,  3770 

Questions  by — 
Mr.   Catts,   special   leave  of  absence, 
1316 

Mr.  Catts,  promotion  of  V.  class  oS' 

cers  to  class  IV.,  1316 
Mr.  Mathews,  leave  of  absence,  153a 

Dr.  Maloney,  case  of  Mr.  G.  S.  Brown, 
ai3g 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown,  amending  legisla- 
tion, 3305 

Dr.  Maloiey,  female  applicants,  3300 
Mr.  Tudor,  adult  males  receiving  less 

than  the  minimum  wage,  3406 
Mr.  Tubor,  civil  ser\-ants  and  stritecis, 

3359.  3509 
Mr.   F.   Foster,  Officers'  Compensation 
Bill,  377a 

Mr.  Crouch,  Military  staff  clerks,  3871, 
5*40 

Mr.  Roberts,  vacancies  in  clerical  divi- 
sion, 4849,  4927 
Mr.  Maugcr,  wages  of  employes,  5153 
Mr.  Chanter,  salary  and  grade  of  letter 

carriers,  mail  drivers,  &c.,  6738 
Mr.    Palmer,   dismissal   -md  suspension 

of  officers,  6868 
Dr.  Maloney,   minimum   wage,  female 
officers,  7170 
[See  Officers,  under  "  Posnus-m-Gim- 
ral";    and    Prauc    Service  (Appeals) 
Bill,   Pubi,ic  Service  Bill,  and  Pdbuc 
Service  (Salaries)  Bnx,  under  *' Bills."] 


Railways. 
Senate  : 

Kalgoorlie   to   Port  Augusta   line,  adj., 
3484;  Budget,  35*3,  3549,  3733,  3843. 
2844 
Questions  by — 
Senator    de   Largie,    lecture    by  Mr. 

Lindsay' at  Parliament  House,  1053 
Senator  Lynch,   reservation    of  lands 
from  alienation,  3357 

House  of  Refreieutatives : 
Kalgoorlie    to    Port    Augusta  survey. 

Budget,  3419,  3433,  3437;  supply,  5139, 

5447 

N  ote    issue     lor    rai  Iway    constmetMO , 

Budget,  3584 
Questions  by — 

Mr.   Bruce  Smith,  map   of  projected 

route  to  Port  Darwin,  asoi 
Mr.   Sampson,  map  prepared  by  Mr. 

(jwynneth,  33oi 
Mr.  Chanter,  proposed  Finley  to  To> 

cumwal  railway,  4655 
Mr.  Frazer,  ronstruction  of  Port  Augusta 
to   Kalgoorlie    Railwn  y,    5050 ;  Mr. 
Hans  Irvine,  5050^  ■ 
Digili^ed  by  CjOOg  IC 
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Hoia  AfFAIKS — continued. 
Railways— ftfiiA'iiwJ. 

Questions  by — continued, 

Mr.  R.  Foster,  engineers'  cstimmtet, 
gauge  of  projected  railway,  5050 

Mr.  McDonald,  consent  of  Sooth  Aai- 
tralian   Government,  5050 

Mr.  R.  Foster,  engineers'  report,  55441 
5710;  Mr.  Ftarer,  6869 

Mr.  R,  Foster,  railway  gauge  qneftion, 

[See  Railwats,  under  "  Externai.  Affairs.*'] 

Shokthand  Work. 
Senate  : 

Question  by  _  Senator  Fulsford,  Common- 
wealth rates  of  payment  for  shorthand 
work,  5288,  5746 

House  of  Refresentaiives : 

Question  by  Mr.  Hutcliison,  Common- 
wealth rates  of  payment  for  shorthand 
work,  5454 

STAnsTiCAL  Branch. 

House  of  Refresentatives : 
Contingencies,  sHpf^yi_€^% 


Question  by  Mr.  McDonald,  printing  of 
itatistical  returns.  1784 

TiUBER,  Australian. 
Senate : 
Seasoning  of,  suffly,  5509 

Voting  Machinis, 
Senate  ■■ 

Question     by     Senator     Pearce,  voting 
machine  for  Feder:il  elections,  r47a 
House  of  Refresentatives: 

Mr.  Hedges,  vpting  machines  for  Federal 
elections,  1535 

Wireless  Telegraphy. 
\JSee  Post  and  Telegraph  DBPASnifeNT.  | 

WOHAN  SlTFFRAGE. 
Senate  ; 

Effects  of  reform,  adj.,  7168 

House  of  Refresentatives  •■ 

Effects  of  reform,  adj.,  7016-7 
Question  by  Dr.    Maloney,   facilities  for 
passing  .motion  expressing  opinion  that 
woman  suffrage  has  justified  the  hopes 
of  its  supporters,  6980 

Woks  amd  Builoinos, 
Senate  : 

Estimates  for,  suffly,  38i5-384r 

House  of  Refresentatives: 

Estimates  for,  suffly,  2587-2605,  2734-63, 
7106-19 

Hoffnung's  Buildings,  Sydney,  cost  of 
valuation,  adj.,  4650,  4651,  4744 

Motion  by  Mt.  Johnson  for  return  as  to 
rents  paid  by  Commonwealth  for  bnild- 
iag«>  455» 


HouE  Affairs — continued. 

Works  and  Buildings — continued. 

Questions  by — 

Mr.    Mauger,    expediting  of  Poblie 

Works,  2487,  3019 

Mr.    Kelly,    valuation    of  Hoffnung'a 

buildings,  4744 

Re-votes,  suffly,  3596,  2598,  3601,  2734, 

2738,  2743 

Supervision  of  Commonwealth  works,  suf- 
fly* 7^07*  7"> 
ValnatioD  of  properties,  suffly,  7114-8 

PA7EBS. 

Agricultural    Implement   Makers'  Employ^, 

Reimbursement,  4124 
Asiatics,  5669 
Audit  Acts : 

Regulations,  10,  31.  265,  465S*  4^  47^> 
4789 

Transfers,  10,  31,  265,  274,  7311,  7236 

Auditor-General's  Report,  72ri,  7349 

Beer  Excise  Act,  5455,  5501 

Bounties  Act,  32,  54,  4338,  4406 

Budget  Papers,  2400,  2454 

Buildings  Rented  and  Rents  paid  by  Common- 
wealth, C184 

Census  and  Statistics  Act,  265,  374,  816,  865, 
225s,  2406,  3958,  4041,  4924,  4954,  5844, 
5851,  7209,  7211 

Commerce  (Trade  Descriptions)  Act,  ro,  3a 

Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Act,  265,  274, 
3410,  3457 

Contract  Immigrants  Act,  9,  31 

Customs  Act,  10,  33,  54,  265,  274,  3300,  3255, 
5844,  5851 

Defence  Acts,  9,  10,  32,  261,  265,  273,  816, 
865,  1131,  ri44,  1611,  1785,  1918,  1953, 
3768,  2815,  3510,  3S60,  4134.  4t6o,  .S003, 
5050,  5394'  5437.  6iq7,  6250 

Defence  Department  : 
Horses,  1363 

Memorandum  on  Estimates,  1909*10,  7336 
Memorandum  on  Progress  since  Federation, 
7236 

Small  Arms  Factory,  1363 
Defence  Forces,  261,  373 

Cadet  Corps,  Report  on,  4789,  4S49 

Military  Examinations,  4134 

Officers  Commanding    Cadet    Battalions  in 
New  South  Wales,  5003 

Uniforms  and  Equipment,  1363 
Dry  Farming,  3768,  2815 
Electoral  Acu,  261,  374,  4619,  4649 
Estimates,  2412,  2454 
Estimates,  Supplementary,  6033,  6197 
Excise  Act,  10,  32,  265,  274,  7311,  7236 
Exports  to  German  Possessions  in  Souut  Seas, 

366 

Federal  Capital,   265,  273,   1636,  1785,  2200, 

"55?  41*4.  4160,  4297,  4338,  4699 
Fisheries,  5501 

Hantard  and  Government  Gawettt,  3107 
Hoad,  Major-Generat  J.  C,  Report  by,  1636, 
1724 

Hobart,  Conference  of,  1909,  4134,  4206 
Immigration  Restriction  Acts,  9,  31 
Imperial  Defence  Conference,  169,  266,  376, 
5967-8 

Imperial  General  Staff,  1739,  1785 
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Papers — eantiaued. 

Imperial  Institute,  265,  273 

Industiial  Disputes,  2703-4 

Insurance,  International  Congress,  265,  ^73 

Insurance,  Royal  Commission,  265,  373 

Inter-State  Commerce — State  Exclusion  Laws, 

5394.  5436 
Inter-State  Commission  Bill,  41341  4m6 
loter-State  Conference,  Melbourne,  4124,  4306 
Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Act,  537,  59a 
Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway,  a6i,  374, 

1307,  1470,  4407,  4453 
Kitchener,  Lord,  1090,  riji 
Lands  Acquisition  Act,  8,  31,  32,  265,  274, 

»307«  »303.  »768,  2815,  4069,  4124,  4*97. 
4328,  4406,  4407,  4619,  4649,  4957,  5003, 
731 I,  7336 

Leprosy,    International    Cmfereaee  Report, 

4407*  4453 
Loan  Redemptions,  4407 

Manufactures  Enoouragement  Act,  10,  32,  53, 
2609,  3651 

Meteorology  Act,  q,  31 

Naturalization  Act,  9,  31 

Naval  College,  Letter  from  Lord  Mayor  of 

Sydney,  4^ 
Naval  Defence,  3410 
Navigation  Bill,  265,  359,  1954,  2008 
Northern  Territory,  1636,  1785,  6199,  6315 
Old-age  Pensions,  Replies  to  questions  from 
Deputy    Commissioners    and  Magistrates, 
7336  ^ 

Papua  ; 

Ordinances,  9,  31,  1264,  1363,  2509,  3564, 
3375,  330S1  3334t  34>o,  3775,  ^60, 

4036,  4041,  4924,  4954,  5096,  510S,  5184, 
5216 

Reports,  g,  1046,  3509,  4699,  6197,  7309 

Return,  33 
Patents  Acts,  32,  53,  3050,  3107 
Postmaster-General's    Department  :  Statement 

of  Revenue  and  Expenditure,  2651 
Post  Offices  and  Telephone  Charges,  2200 
Post   and   Telc{;raph    Act.    10.    12,   816,  865, 

»3t>3.    1525.  ,2905,    294;,   4297,   4328,  6196, 

6197,  6690,  6738 

Postal  Prohibitions,  6197 
Preferential  Trade,  4957 

Premiers'  Conference,  2130,  2255,  3334,  4134, 
4200 

Prickly  Pear,  1039,  1046 

Public  Service  Act,  8,  9,  32,  78a,  814,  ifisS, 
3714,  3860,  4655,  4699,  7211,  7336 

Public  Service  : 
Accidents  to  Employes,  ro 
Appointments,  8,  32,  44o6-7 
Commissioner's  Report,  3605,  3860 
Fines  and   Offences,  Queensland   Post  and 

Telegraph  Department,  5096 
Officials,  8,  33,  537,  3808,  4406 
Pension   F*ind,  6585 

Promotions,  8,  33,  536.7,  ws,  1307,  1363, 
3509,  3564,  2768,  3815,  6538,  6585,  7309, 
7211 

Temporary  Employes,  1918,  1954 
Quarantine  Act,  1090,  1363,  4328,  4406 
Refrigerating  Industries  Congress,  365,  373 
Rifle  Associations,  Grants  to,  3107 


Pavksls— continued. 

Seat  of  Government,  Agreement  between  Com 

monwcalth  and  New  South  Wales*  4699 
Sheep,  Wet,  1636,  1785 
South  African  UnioDj  265,  273,  470,  537 
Spirits  Act,  478S-9 
Stamping  Machine,  Automatic,  438 
Statement  of  Receipts  and  Expenditure,  7211 
Steamers,  Accidents  tp,  10 

Strippei'  Harvesters  and  Drills,  Royal  0»* 

mission's  Report,  1833,  1866 
Sugar  Bounty  Act,  10,  33,  4788,  5003 

Sugar  Mills,  Coloured  Aliens  employed  in, 

6tg6  r  »■  ' 

Sydney  Markets,  Proposed  Furdiase  oi,  3971 
Tariff  Preference,  3860 
Tasmanian  Mails,  1954  • 

Telephone  Accounts,  3573 

Telephone,  Business  and  Working,  7309 

Waratah.  s.s.,  3775,  3860 

PARLIAMENT. 

Bills. 
Senate : 

Question  by  Senator  Macfarlane,  supply 
of  Bills  to  Commonwealth  office  ■ 
each  State,  2609,  3815,  2905 

COERaON  OF. 

House  of  Itefresenlalives: 
By  Premien"  Conference,  Budget,  2793 

Convening  or. 
Senate  : 

Proclamation  for,  read.  ; 
Request  to  Prime  Minist<:r   (or,  address, 
87-8;  adj.,  231-3,  1132-3 

House  of  Representatives: 
Proclamation  for,  lead, 
Request  to  Prime  Minister  for,  adf.,  147, 
a44-5.  '54>  3312,  3330,  2334,  2407. 

HOtlSBS  OF. 
Sesiate  : 

Condition  and  repair  of,  suffly,  7144 
Question  bv  Senator  de  Largie,  lecture 
by  Mr.  Lindsay  in  building,  1953 

House  of  Refresentatnts: 

Condition  of  stonework,  adj.y  5499 
Memorials  of  Federalists  in,  suffly,  3901 
Prevention  of  Fire  in,  suffly,  3895 
Sewering  of,  suffly,  60T 

Officers  of. 
Senate : 

Death  of  late  Clerk  of  Parli.iments  and  of 
Senate  announced  by  the  President, 
8 ;  motion  'by  Senator  McGregor  that  the 
announcement  be  recorded  in  the 
Journals  agreed  to,  8 

Question  by  Senator  Keating,  attendance 
on  holidays,  5287,  5393 
House  of  Representatives : 

Increments  to,  suffly,  3894-5 

Promotion  of  Lift  Attendant,  suffly, 
3903 

Rcmunenitira     nf     Gardenexs,  tuffij^ 
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Parluuent — continued. 
Powm  or. 
Sgmale: 

To  lery  direct  Uxmtion,  Bmtgei,  agio;  adj.t 
2944 

Pboroution  of. 

Senate  : 

Close  of  session,  aJj.,  7226-7 
Date  for,  ois.,  6199;  ad/.,  6248 
Question  by  Senator  Hendersra,  d*te  for, 

6197 

h  ouse  of  Refresentaiives  : 

Close  of  session,  adj.,  7290-6 
Diite  for,  adj.,  6313,  648&*,  6583 
Question  by  Mr.  Hughes,  43mte  for,  5051; 
by  Mi.  Bowden,  6^8 

JtEnuBUNT  Room. 

House  of  RefretetUaitMits: 

Sale  of  spirituous  liquors,  a^j.^  5094-5 ; 

oil.,  5105 
Questions  hj — 

Mr.  Cntts,  waiters'  wage^  49>7j  ^049 
•    Mr.  Kelly,  sale    of    spirituous  liquon, 
5048;  Mr.  Catts,  5334 

SrBECH  TO. 

By  the  Governor-General,  5 

SENATE. 

Audress-in-Refl\  . 

Governor- General's  si*ecch  reported,  10  ; 
Addre&s-iit- Reply  moved  by  Senstor  K. 
J.  Russell,  10  ;  seconded  by  Senator 
Needham,  23;  debuted,  j4<ii2;  agreed 
to,  112;  presentation  of,  lu,  ^60 

Adjournment  (Fobmal). 

CoDlract  Immigrants,  5851-63 
Coa!  Strike,  7123-39 
New  Protection,  2353-72 
Old-age  Pensions,  4109-23 
Postal  Commission,  5289-98 
Tobacco  Industry,  4407-15 

ADJOtJSNHENI  (SnciAL). 

Adjoumoient  over  Premiers'  Conference, 
edf.,  i862>3,  2292-5,  2456-81 ;  Budget, 
=^545-6  J  over  Agricultural  Show,  <w/., 
2860 

Motion  for,  proposed  by  Senator  Millen, 
331 ;  amendment  moved  by  Senator 
McGregor  to  curtail  period  of  adjouin- 
ment,  231;  count-out,  241 

Motkm  for,  by  Senator  Millen,  agreed  to, 
261-4,  i»3'-43.  2456-81,  3449-57>  5»04-5. 
6977,  7226 

Question  bj  Seoator  Neild,  adjournment 
over  Pmniers'  Conference,  3147 

Attack  ox. 

In  House  of  Representatives,  ots.,  7017-8 

Bills. 

Non-circulatioD  of  Appropriation  jWorlu 
and  Buildings)  Bill,  suffty,  2815-6 


StSATZ—contrnued. 
BUSINKtS. 

Condnct  of,  adj.,  2456-Si ;  Budget,  272^ 
30;  adf^  yn9t  suffly.  3449-S7;  ^J* 

i;io4 

^  Motion  by  Senator  McGregor  to  regulate 
order  of,  agreed  to,  52 

Motion  Senator  Millen  to  postpone  oin- 
sidej^ation  of  Government  Dusiness, 
1041,  5669;  by  Senator  Best,  5310-8 

Motion  by  Senator  Millen  to  give  pre- 
cedence to  Government  business,  ' » 
6199 

Motion  by  Senator   Millen    to  discbarge 
notice  «  motion,  agreed  to,  ^37;  by 
Senator  Pearce,  7211 
Order  of,  adj.,  3152,  3959,  5774,  5898 
Postponement  of,  obt.,  3858-9;  f.o.,  5669 
State  of,  adj.,    231^3,    ii3»-43.  3292-8, 
6248 

Question  by  Senator  Pearce,  conduct  of 
bnsinen,  5387 

Call  of. 

Motion  for,  by  Senator  Millen,  agreed  to, 
6459;  by  Senator  Best,  6519.  Senate 
called,  6585 

Orders  of  Day  relating  to,  f.o.,  6583-4 

Craouan  of  COlOnTIEIS. 

Dissent  from  ruling  of,  by  Senalor  Ncild, 
5753-6 

Putung  of  questions  by,  obs.^  lajo-t 

CaUBBfEN    OF   COMUmVBS,  TEimWAItT. 

President's  warrant  nominating  panel  of, 
tabled,  53 

Chauber. 

Heating  of,  suffly,  699 

Closuu. 

Application  of,  adj.,  1053 

Days  of  Meeting. 

Motion  by  Senator  McGregor  to  fix,  agreed 

Motion  by  Senator  McGregor,  to  suspend 
sittings  for  refreshment,  agreed  to,  ga 

Moticm  proposed  by  Senator  Needham  to 
meet  on  Tuesdays,  1512;  debated,  1513; 
and  negatived,  1514.  Motion  by  Sena- 
tor Millen,  agreed  to,  6199 

Motion  proposed  by  Senator  de  Largie 
that  the  suspension  of  the  sitting  by 
the  President  was  a  breach  of  the 
Standing  Orders,  and  the  privileges  of 
senators,  3850 ;  debated,  3852 ;  and 
negatived,  3858 

Motion  proposed  by  Senator  Millen,  to 
meet  on  Saturdays  ond  Mondays,  66()2 ; 
debated,  6693;  agreed  to,  6604 

Suspension  of  sitting,  obs.,  1635,  3850, 
7139,  73" 

Deakik,  Mi. 

Actions  of,  address,  84-7,  92-,3;  Budget, 
2714 

DisFOTED  Returns  Committee. 

President's  warrant  nominating,  tabled,  ^3 

DiSSOL-JTlON. 

Reference  to,  suffiy,  651  ;  adj.,  783 
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Senate — eentinued. 

Divisions. 

Non-ringing  of  some  bellSi  a^t.,  6455 
Vote  oi  Senator  W.  Rusiell,  p.e.,  W2g 

GOVEKMltENT  (DXAKIK). 

Attitude  of  Senator  Macfarlane  to,  Mdf.f 
1052-4 

Criticisms  of,  by  Senator  Symon,  adf.f 

1054-6 
Formation  of,  eis.  aaq 
Lapse  of  debate  on  Miniiterial  statement, 

adj.,  1046-^7 
No-Coofidence  motion,  ah.,  304-5; 

1046,  1131-43 
Programme  of,  06s.,  266-9,  3°^-S7>  4«*38i 

537-91,    865-911,    959^;    adj.t  1052; 

Budget,  2913-S 
Questions  by — 

Senators  McGregor  and  Symon,  copies 
of  Ministerial  statement,  304,  305 

Senator  de  Largie,  reply  to  Senator 
SymoQ's  speech  by  Senator  Best,  1040, 
1364 

GOVE«NMENT  (FiSIIER). 

Attitude  of,  to  State  Premiers,  adf.,  3458 

Position  of,  adf.,  169 

Programme  of,  address,  10-30,  54-112 

Resignation  of,  obt,,  229 

Tours  and  work  of,  in  recess,  ad-fress,  11, 

Treatment  of,  adj.,  1049-51 
'  Question  by  Senator  Pindley,  withdrawal 
of  support,  958,  1363 

GOVERNUEHT  (RlID). 

Attitude  of  Mr.  Deakin  to,  address,  02 

GOVERNUICNT  REPRESEKTATION  IN. 

Order  of  Day  concerning,  dis.,  1758^ 

Hamsakd. 

Correction  of  proofs,  o6t.,  1061-7 
Cost  of  distributing,  supply,  7161 
Motion  by  Senator  Givens  for  return  of 
cost  of  printing,  publishtng>  and  eiictk 
lating  Hansard,  agreed  to,  1379 
Position  of  President  and  Speaker  regard- 
ing, exfi.,  2066-7 
Position  of  typists,  suffly.  7143 
Proofs     of     Minister  a  second-reading 

speech,  adj.,  1414;  obs.,  5879 
Reprints  of  speeches  from,  ats.,  2056-68 
Question  by  Senator  Givens,  cost  of  Han. 
sard,  2994 

Holder,  Mk.  Speaker. 

Illness  of,  announced  by  the  President, 
1609;  obs.,  1628-9 

Motion  proposed  by  Senator  Millen  ex- 
pressing the  Parliament's  high  apprecia- 
tion of  the  many  and  eminent  services 
of  the  late  Sir  Frederick  Holder  to  the 
Commonwealth,  particularly  as  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
the  profound  sympathy  of  all  Cltixeni 
with  his  widow  and  family,  1632; 
seconded  by  Senator  McGregor,  1633; 


Senate — ccntinued. 
HoLUB,  Mr.  Speaker- 


toniinued. 


supported  by  Senator  Symon,  1633,  and 
the  President,  1634;  agreed  to,  1635; 
and  ordered  to  be  transmitted  to  other 
House,  1730.  Message  conveying  limi- 
lar  resolution  received  from  the  Honae 
of  Representatives,  1730.  Letter  of 
thanks  from  Lady  Holder  reported  by 
the  President,  1953 

House  Comuittee. 

Motion  by  Senator  McGregor  to  appoint* 
agreed  to,  53 

HtncHisoN,  Mr.  J. 

Death  of,  abs.,  7120-2,  7139 
Motion    by    Senator    Millen.  regretting 
death  of  Ml.  J.  Hutchison,  M.P.,  and 
condoling  with  widow  and  family,  yiaa 

Instruction  to  Committee. 

Motion  for,  bv  Senator  Pearce,  2612-S; 
by  Senatoi  Millen,  4813 ,  b)  Senator 
Givens,  4813-5,  4899-4909;  by  Senator 
Stewart,  7052-4 

I^BOUR  Party. 

Administrative  capacity  of,  address,  85 
Advocacy  of  unificatiun  by,  address,  Si-3 
Domin.-ition  of,  by  a  Church,  address,  78 
Labour  sympathizers,  at  political  meetings, 

address,  61-3,  76-7 
Methods  of,  adj.,  343-3;  Budget,  2551 
Misrepresentation  of,  adj.,  1414 
Opponents  of,  adj.,  1049-50,  1054 
Platform  of,  adj.,  358;   Budget,  2911; 

suffly,  3420.5 
Policy  of.  Budget,  2716,  2908-9,  2911 
Reflections  on,  adj.,  269-71,  1135-6,  1666-7, 

2393-8,  3468-9 
Withdrawal  of  support  by,  address,  83,  9} 
[See  Millen,  Senator.l 

Leave  of  Absence. 

Motion  for,  by  Senator  Walker,  agreed  to. 
647  ;  by  Senator  Pearce,  1040 

Library  Committee. 

Disappearance  of  books,  suffly,  43174 
Provision  for  archivist,  suffly,  7143-4 
Report  from,  tabled,  7139 
Selection  of  books  by,  suffly,  4314-7 
Motion  by  Senator  McGregor  to  appoint, 
agreed  to.  53 

Millen,  Senator. 

Relations  of,  with  Labour  Party,  ebt., 
6331 ;  exfl.,  6795-6;  adj.,  636i-6 

MiNisTERiAt  Representation  in. 

Motion  proposed  by  Senator  Neild  that 
the  Senate  again  affirm  its  resolution 
that  there  should  be  at  least  two  paid 
Ministers  in  the  Senate,  3924;  debated, 
3924 ;  and  agreed  to,  3926 

Opposition-. 

Caucus  ir.;etin<;s  of,  address,  83-4 

Fusion  of  Parties  in,  adaress,  66,  78,  S}- 

93.  »35i  'o5*-5 

Tactics  of,  adj.,  1046-57,  2297,  1480 
Question  bv  Senator  Findley.  reasons  for 

fusion  of  parties,  95ft 
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SBUax—cemtmued. 

Ounce  Poutical  Obganization. 
Programme  of,  addrtti,  gi-a 

Paxu. 

Breaking  of,  expl.,  4933 

Refusal   of,  adf..,  166&9;    exft.,  1739; 

adf.,  1778 
Voting  when  paired,  cis.,  3069 

Papers. 

Cost  of  distributing,  supply,  7161 
Question  by  Senator  Feaice,  publication 
of  accurate  accounts  in  press,  7018 

PusiDENT,  The. 

Disregard  of  authority  of,  ots.,  5316 
Dissent    from     ruling    of,    by  Senator 

Stewart,   4512-6;   by   Senator  Giveos, 

4815-8,  4899-4909 
Duty  of,  when  voting  eaual,  ets.,  4910 
Opinion  of,  on  levy  of  direct  taxes,  adj., 

3944 

Position  of,  regarding  Hansard,  and  re- 
prints, expl.,  2066-7 
Suspension  of  sitting  by,  ebs.,  3850-8 

Puce,  Mr.  Thomas. 

Motion  proposed  by  Senator  Millcn  for 
vote  of  condolence  with  family  of  late 
Hon.  T.  Price,  Premier  of  South  Aus- 
tralia; and  its  people,  229;  seconded 
by  Senator  McGregor,  229 ;  debated, 
230;  and  agreed  to,  331;  reply  reported 
by  the  President,  261 

Printing  Committee. 

Authority  of,  obs.,  2057-68 

Reports  from,  958,  1041-6,  2055-68,  2945, 

3019,  4503,  4594,  5969 
Motion  by  Senator  McGregor  to  a]>point, 

agreed  to,  e,% 

^ESTIONS. 

Addressing  of,  obs.^  1362 
Notice  of,  obs.,  305 
Postponement  of,  obs.,  411,  1^37 

4^'ORUH. 

Absence  of,  ad}.,  263-4,  "046-57,  1137-43 
Senators. 

Accommodation  for  papers  of,  supply, 
5508-9 

Attendance  of,  adj.,  263-4,  *69-7^i  "39-4* 
Dict.ition  of  the  Age  lo,  supply,  650 
Naming   of   senator,   by   the  President, 
4511-a 

Personal  explanations  by,  79,  537,  749, 
783.  "43.  136a,  1668,  1729,  1778,  2oo6, 
2069,  2254,  2351,  3305,  42oj-6,  4236, 
4243*  4297.  45^4.  4923.  5608,  5967, 
6353.  6455.  6499.  6629,  6795,  7oai-3 

Speeches. 

Publication  of,  without  leiivc,  p.o.,  6501 
Motion  proposed  by  Senator  Walker  for 
framing  of  rule  to  limit  time  of  speak- 
ing, 1514}  debated,  1514-20,  2380-5;  and 
negatived,  2385 


StmxrK—ccntinued. 
Select  Commtitxe. 

Publishers  of  proceedings,  without  leave, 

P.O.,  6502-3 
Right  of,   to  take  evidence    after  date 
fixed  for  presentation   of   report,  adj., 
6248 

Treatment  of  motion  for  extension  of 
time  to,  p.e.,  6314 

Motion  proposed  by  Senator  Neild  that 
actCon  ot  Press  Cable  Service  Commit- 
tee in  permitting  publication  of  evi- 
dence is  a  breach  of  the  rules  and 
privileges  of  the  Senate,  6490;  debated, 
6493,  and  wit&clrawn,  6504 ;  expl., 
702 1 -2 

Motion  proposed  by  Senator  Pearce  that 
-  Senator   Neild,   in   disclosing    the  con- 

tents of  documents  presented  to  Press 
Cable  Service  Committee,  has  been 
guilty  of  a  breach  of  the  privileges  of 
the  Senate,  6505;  debated,  6506 

{See  Papers.] 

Standing  Osmxs. 

Amendment  of,  p.e.,  3319-20 

Motion  proposed  by  Senator  Best  that  the 
Standing  Orders,  as  amended,  be 
printed,  and  come  into  force  on  ist 
October,  debated,  and  agreed  to,  3320 

Question  by  Senator  Givens,  new  edition 
of  Standing  Orders,  5668 

SxANniw;  Orders  Committee. 

Report    from,    formulating    decisions  of 

Chair,  presented,  5668 
Motion  by  Senator  McGregor  to  ajipoint, 

agreed  to,  53 

Motion  by  Senator  McGrct;or  to  fix  date 
for  considering  report  of,  agreed  to,  53; 
report  considered,  3203-30,  3306-IQ;  re- 
solutions reported,  3319,  and  adopted, 
3320 

Question  by  Senator  Neild,  consideration 
of  report,  2x47 

St.  Ledger,  Senator. 

Book  on  Australian  Socialism  by,  supply, 
3418-25,  4315-8 

Interruption  of  speech  of,  by  count  out, 
adj.,  1047-56 

Status  of. 

Recognition  of,  under  Constitution,  adj., 
2462-3,  3479-80;  Budget,  2515,  2723-4 

Strangers. 

Exclusion  of  Reporters,  p.c,  6503 

Suspension  of  Ruies. 

Appropriation  Bill,  2815,  2841,  7139,  72*6 
Bills  of  Exchange  Bill,  7214 
Call  of  the  Senate,  6459,  6519 
Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  2943 
Industries  Preservation  Bill,  1170,  72a* 
Invalid  a.^g.Q|^-^^^53^,«iU.  r- 
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SsHATS!—coniinued . 

Suspension  of  'R\:i-zs^eontintied. 
Lighthouses  Bill,  1378^ 
Naval  Loan  Bill,  7040 
Officets'  C^mpeosatioa  Bill,  7316 
Old-age  PensioDK  Appropriation  Bill,  183a 
Patents  Bill,  7023 
Public  Service  Bill,  7055,  7213 
Seamen's  CompensatioQ  jSill,  1377-8 
Seat  of  Government  Acceptance  Bill,  sog7 
Supply  BUI,  686,  3412,  4310,  ^503-7 

B0X7SB  OF  BEPBEaENTATIVE&. 

Admess-in- Reply. 

Governor-General's  speech  reported,  33 ; 
Aiidress-in-Reply  brought  up  by  Com- 
raittee  and  read,  ■^i ;  moved  bv  Mr, 
Roberts,  ^ti  seconded  by  Mr.  HnH,  46; 
debated,  114-26,  382-303;  agreed  to, 
1317;  and  acknowledged,  2557 
References  to,  arf/.,  tafr^,  171-227,  245, 
^58 

Adjournment  (Formal). 

Contract  Immigrants,  ^$g()'^<)it, 

Customs  Agreement,  1303-7 

Defence  Conference  :  Instructions,  1902-18 

Electoral  Act,  3711-4 

Northern  Territory,  (SgSo-di 

Old-age  Pensions  Act,  .3510-23 

Postal  Commission,  5426-36 

Postal  Notes:  Banking  charge,  1866-78 

Adjournment  (Special). 

Adjotimment  over  Premiers'  Cotffereace, 
adj.,  1721-8,  1898,  2054-5;  obs.,  2130- 
46,  2301;  adj.,  2312-50,  2406-8;  over 
Agricultural  Show,  adj.,  2902-4;  over 
Melbourne    Cup    Day,    adj.,    5002-3 ; 

5os>  i  flrf;-.  5*54-69 

Motion   for,   proposed   by   Mr.  Deakui, 

244:  flwrf/.,  moved  by  Mr.   Fisher,  to 
curtnil  period  of  adjournment,  246;  aad 
negatived,  2^9;  motion  .igreed  to,  acq 
Motion  for,  by  Mr.  Dcakin,   1609,  1632. 
5>S4-*9.   S^Jy  7390;   *>y   Mr.  Groom, 

Motion   for,  proposed   by    Mr.  Deakin, 

5154;   amdt.    moved   by    Mr.    Catts  to 
extend  period  of  adjournment,  S162,  and 
negatived,   5164;  motion  carried,  5168 
Questions  by — 
Mr  Crouch  and  Mr.  Hutchison,  adjourn- 
ment    oyer     Premiers'  Conference, 
1523;  by  Mr.  Fisher,  1864;  by  Mr. 
Hall,  2007 

AdUINISTRATION  of  0-tTH. 

To  Mr.  R.  W.  Foster,  3258 
Attemdants. 

Allowance  to,  for  extra  work,  adj.,  7017 
Suppers  for,  at  late  sittings,  adj.,  1292, 
1300 

Bent,  StR  Thomas. 

Death  of,  obs.,  3573-4;  adj.,  3654-5 
Bn-i-s. 

Final    Stage   of    Constitution  Alteration 

Bill,  abs.,  5805-8 
Question  by  Dr.  Wilson,  form  of  amend- 

ing  Billi,  474a 


Bouse  of  Repkesentativks— -fmft'w«tf. 
Business. 

Advancement  of,  mddreu,  115;  adj.,  171-3, 
„  345.  247 

Conduct  of,  adj.,  2312-24,  2331,  2334-5. 
3338,  2341-3,  2350;  tuppty,  2741.3.  3361, 
3364.  33?6.  3398-9;  ad}.,  3504-7.  3596- 

3604,  5160;  ohs.,  5437-8;  stiffly.  5440i 

adj.,  ugg,  6196,  6313;  obs.,  6874,  7275 
Order  of,  tf#r.,  1327,  1468;  adj.,  1468-70, 
1898,  2350 ;  obs.,  2408 ;  adj.^  3449. 
2902-4,  3101-2,  3357,  4357,  4649.52, 
4955.  5095»  539«*3:  adj.,  5453.  5745-6, 

5967,  6934-6,  7017;  obi.,  7236-9 

Postponement  of  Budget  debate,  suf-ply^ 

2587,  2741,  2882-6,  2888-93 

Motion  by  Mr.  Deakin  to  postpone  con. 
sideration  of  business,  471-5,  3052-7, 
4667-70,  6250-1,  7236-9;  by  Mr.  Groom, 
4^9-90;  by  Mr.  ].  Cook,  7276 

Motion  by  Mr.  Dcakin  to  regulate  pre- 
cedence of  Government  Business,  agreed 
to.  <359 

Motion  by  Mr.  Deakin  to  fix  order  of 
General  Business,  agreed  to,  1359 

Motion  proposed  by  Mr.  Deakin  to  giTC 
precedence  to  Government  Business 
antil  otherwise  ordered,  3458;  debated, 
3;459-73-  Amendment  proposed  by  Mr. 
Storrer  that  House  meet  at  10.30  a.ia. 
on  Wednesday  and  Thursday,  3473;  de- 
bated, 3474,  and  negatived,  3488;  exfl., 
3505.  Amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Bam- 
lord  to  give  precedence  to  Government 
Business  on  and  after  7th  October,  3488; 
debated,  3488,  and  negatived,  3494. 
Amendment  proposed  by  Dr.  Maloney 
to  exempt  a  notice  of  motion  from 
operation  of  sessional  order,  3494,  and 
negatived,  3495.  Amendment  proposed 
by  Mr.  Spence  to  exempt  cerlain  orders 
of  the  day,  3495,  debated,  3496,  ruled 
in  order,  3496,  and  negatived,  3501. 
Amendment  by  Mr.  O'Malley  to  give 
precedence  to  certain  noticn  of  motion 
on  the  day  to  be  set  apart  for  private 
members'  business,  negatived,  350a, 
motion  carried,  3504 

Questions  by — 

Mr.  Hughes  and  Mr.  Fisher,  order  of 

business,  4067 
Mr.  Catts,  business  of  session*  4957; 

Mr.  Hughes,  5051 

Call  Beixs. 

Question  by  Mr.  Thomas,  differences  in 
tone,  357a 

Chaikman  of  CoMumxss. 

Casting  vote  by,  4951,  5392 

Dissent  from  ruling  of,  by  Mr.  Fraser, 

1434-63;  by  Mr.  Roberts,  i6oo-a 
Naming  of  member  by,  ^26-7 
Rights  of,  addrett,  283;  mdf.,  19x2-3 

CBAIBlfEN  OF  COUlCItmS,  TUCPOSART. 

Action  of  Mr.  Johnson,  f.c,  3099 
Right  of,  to  postpone  Budget  aeoate, 
2884 

Speaker's   Marrant    tabled,    nominating  a 
panel  of,  271 ;  nomiu^ing  Mr.  Crouch, 
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HousB  OF  RiPKBSD)TATi\'BS — conHnued. 
Clebk. 

AnnouDcemeot  by,  of  Mr.  Speaker's  ab- 
sence, 1609,  and  deatb,  1629 
Casting  vote  of,  f.e.t  1704-6;  chs-t  1808- 

Functions  of,  wlien  Chairman,  ebs.t  tSas; 
adj.,  1899 

Rec<^ttion  of  services  of,  as  Chairman, 
adj.,  lyai,  lya? 

Closure. 

Application  of,  adj.,  3102-6;  suffly,  3361, 
3366;  f.9.,  3503.  354'-2;  adU  3596- 
3604;  f.o.,  5105-7:  exfl.,  5168-9,  5803- 
3;  adj.,  6^88-90;  f.o.,  6875-7 

Motion  by  Mr.  Crouch  to  apply,  3101; 
by  Dr.  Wilson,  3106;  by  Sir  John  For- 
rest,  35or,  3503,  3503;  by  Mr.  Joseph 
Cook.  3541,  3587,  S&3.  6258;  by  Mr. 
Groom,  3554 ;    by  Mr.   Deakm,  3611, 

?579,  5'64.  5800,  687s;  by  Mr.  Fuller, 
195,  6475 

Motion  that  member  be  not  further  heard, 
by  Mr.  Webster,  4578,  6196,  6255,  6258 

Question  by  Mr.  Bfabon,  application  of 
closure,  3710 

Cook,  Mr.  }oseph. 

Principles  of,  adj.^  131-2,  143;  »5^-*>  '^3- 
4,  186-7  i  suffly.  646,  3400 

DATS  OF  Meeting. 

Additional  Sittings,  adj.^  6486,  6794 
Morning  sittings,  ad-j.^  3S05> 
Suspension   of    sitting,    /,o.,   6562 ;  ohs., 
7169-82 

Motion  by  Mr.  Fisher  to  fix,  agreed  to,  51 

Motion  by  Mr.  Deakin  to  hold  morning 
sitting,  agreed  to,  3809,  5437-8 

Motion,  proposed  by  Mr.  Deakin  to  meet 
on  Mondays  and  Saturdays,  6869,  de- 
bated, 6870,  closured,  and  carried, 
6875;  adj.,  6934 

Questions  by — 
Sir  W.  Lyne,  morning  sitting,  3710 
Mr.  Palmer  and  Mr.  Batchelor,  hours 
of  sitting,  4040 

\See  Business.] 

Deakin,  Mr.  A. 

Actions  of,  addrtss,  43-4,  50-1,  116-9J 
adj.,  127-69,  170-237,  245-58;  address, 
282-5,  302*3;  suffly,  525;  adj.,  1898-9; 
tuffly,  7281-9 

Debates  in. 

Incorrect  newspaper  report,  adj.,  3508 
Interruption   of ,   by   conversations,   adj. , 

4651-2 

Subsidized  newspaper  reports  of,  obs., 
1211-7 

Substitution  of  essay  for  speech,  adj., 
468-9 

Use  of  printed  documents  by  Ministers, 
Budget,  2489,  2494 
.  Questions  by- 
Mr.  Uathews,  accuracy  of  Age  report, 
358 

Mr.   Hedges,  signatures  to  newspaper 
reports  and  articles,  4622 
[Set  Hansard.] 

F.1656S.— 1> 


House  of  Representatives — continued. 

DlSSOLLTION  OF. 

Proposal  for,  address,  114,  116-26;  adj., 
209;  address,  301-3;  suffly,  504,  510 

Divisions. 

Appoinlment  of  Tellers,  obs.,  5803;  f.o., 
6256 

Leaving  Chamber  while  bells  ringing,  f.o., 

5169;  exfl.,  5160 
Non-ringing  of  bells  in  Opposition  room, 

obs.,  5825 

Refusal   of   member   to  tell,   f.o.,  6257, 
6359 

*  Use  of  roped  enclosure,  f.o.,  4951;  suf- 

fly,  5126;  obs.,  5134 

Vote  of   Dr.   Liddell,   f.o.,   4951 ;  Mr. 

Cooa,  f.o.,  6256-7 
Question  by  Mr.  Fairbaim,  notice  of  time 

for  taking  important  divisions,  4159 

l-'OHursi,  Sir  J. 

Attitude  of,  in  opposition,  suffly,  3363 
Reflections  on,   obs.,   949;   adj.,  955-8; 
exfl.,  980-3 

GOVERNMKNT  (Deakin). 

Agtt'-nirnt    with,    bv    Opposition,  adj.. 
535-6 

Attacks  on,  uy  Sir  W.  Lyne,  adj.^  351 
Conduct  of  Whip,  adj.,  1393-1300 
Formation  of,  obs.,  243;  adj.,  244-58 
Honorary  Minister  in,  address.  29S-6.  300 
Methods  of,  Budget,  2802-3;  adj.,  3505-6, 

3596,  3601-2,  0196   

No-confidence    division,   adj.,  1291-1300; 

exfl.,  1302 
Position  of,  adj..  3507 ;  suffly,  3S30>  354° 
Supporters  of,  adj.,  260  j  Budget,  2490 
Motion  projwsed  by  Mr.  Fisher  that  the 
Government  does  not  possess  the  con- 
fidence of  the  House,  359;  debated,  372- 
411,  439-68,  704-49,  784-814,  816-61,  911- 
55,   9)85-1039.    1063-90,    1091-1130,  1I44- 
I30I,  1303-63,   1364-91;  negatived,  1291 
Motion  proposed  by  Mr.  Deakin  that  the 
"Statement    of    Government  Business 
be   printed,    276;    debated,  1317; 
carried,  1326 
Questions  by — 
Mr.  Hutchison  and  Mr.  Bamford,  posi- 
tion of  Government,  3510 
Sir  William  Lyne,  statement  of  policy, 

244 

Government  (Fisher). 

Administration  of,  adj.,  204-5  J  address. 

Attitude  of,  to  Premiers'  Conference,  ad- 
dress, 40,  390 
Fiscal  views  of  members  of,  adj.,  307-8, 
318 

Measures  of,  suffly,  3363 
Position  of,  adj.,  ^26-69;  obs..  169;  adj., 
170-227 

Programme   of,    address.    34-511  "4-20; 
adj.,  126-69,  170-227;  address,  283-303: 
Budget,  2493-4 
Resignation  of,  obs.  227 
Support  of,  by  Mr.  Deakin,  adj.,  146,  185, 
190,  194 

Tours  of,  ta  recesi,  0di^ss^^y^adj,,  145 
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House  of  Repbcsentativks — continued. 

Government  (Reid). 

Defeat  of,  address,  43;  ad}-,  I35i  i74-5» 
181,  i^i'i't  addreit,  30a;  Budget,  2491; 
i»#/'j't  3363 

Government  (Watson). 

Defeat  of,  addrets,  116-7;  adj.,  laS,  130, 

134-5,  140,  171,  174 
Support  of  programme  of,  by  Mr,  Dealcin, 

ad;.,  135 

Hansasd. 

Altetation  of  proof,  supply,  5109  . 
Appearance  of  untruthful  statements  in, 
«4x.,  7234 

Correction  of  proofs,  expi,,  1061-3;  ffis., 

3IOI-3,  3106,  aii3-5,  2118 
Cost  and  ciiculation  of.*  a6s., 
Daily  issue  of  Hansard,  adj.,  468>9 
Excision  of  matter,  obs.,  2112-5;  '*t^-* 

2tl8 

Insertion  of  unread  matter,  obs.,  3176, 
3269,  3304.  3524,  3653,  3786,  3961, 
41^,  4474 

Position  of  typists,  sufply,  2896;  adj., 
5500,  5667 

Reading  of  reporter's  notes  of  a  member's 
statement,  p.o.,  3490 
•   Reprints  of  speeches  from,  adj.,  1716-38; 
0bs.,  1780-1;  adj.,  1892-9,  1951,  3315-6, 
2450-3 

Salaries  of  reporters,  suffly,  3895-6, 
6047-8 

Sympathy  with  Staff,  ad i. ,  5667 
Motion  proposed  by  Mr.  IJeakin,  that  the 
Printing  Committee  havi-  power  to  draw 
up  rules  relative  to  lieadings  in  re- 
prints of  Kpeecbes,  3093.  Amendment 
proposed  by  Mr.  Maugcr  to  alter  mo- 
tion  so  as  to  read,  "That  the  only  re- 
prints permitted  be  an  exact  reproduction 
of  Hansard,"  2oq^,  and  carried,  2122. 
Amendment  by  Mr.  Hutchison  to  amend 
the  motion,  as  amended,  so  as  to  per- 
mit rpeeches  already  ordered,  with 
cross-headings,  to  be  printed  and  sup- 
plied, aRTCcd.  to,  3t33.  Amendment 
proposed  by  Mr.  Crouch  to  provide  that 
the  cross-headings  be  inoffensive  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Printing  Committee,  3133; 
debated,  3123;  ruled  out  of  order,  2135. 
Amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Bamford 
to  authoriu  loan  of  stereo,  or  matrices 
to  members,  2135;  debated,  3135;  and 
withdrawn,  3127.  Motion,  as  amended, 
agreed  to,  3127 
Motion  proposed  bjr  Mr.  Frazer,  that  Mr. 
Speaker's  action  in  authorizing  the  faiclu- 
sion  of  unspoken  matter  in  Hansard  is 
not  approved  of,  3359 ;  debated,  3261 ; 
and  withdrawn,  3270 

Questions  by — 

Mr.  Fraeer,  persual  of  proof  of  speech, 
984;  Mr.  Hedges,  6it8 

Mr.  Frater,  additions  to  Hansard  re* 
port,  3359 

Mr.  Hall,  position  of  typists,  1781 

Mr.  Tudor,  reprints  of  speeches,  1780, 
2487  ;  by  Mr.  Hutchison,  2007  ;  by  Mr. 
Batchelor,  3769 

Mr.  T.  Brown,  publication  of  insult- 
ing questions,  4040 


oost  OF  Refrksentativcs — eontinued. 
HUGHBS.  Mk.  W.  M. 

Attack  on,  by  the  Argus,  adj.,  648S-9 

Htm^HisoN.  Mtt.  J. 

Death  of,  adj.,  7119-30;  ebs.,  7169 
Motion  by  Mr.  Deakin,  regretting  death 
of  Mr.  J.  Hutchison,  M.P.,  and  con- 
doling with  widow,  and  family,  7169 

KbI-LY,  Mb.  W.  H. 

Relations  of,  with  tin-miners,  adj.,  155, 
159-60 

Labour  Party.' 

Advocacy  of  Socialism  by  opi>onents  of, 

tuffly,  3533 
Alliance  with,  address,  51;  adj.,  137.  ijt- 

6,  138-q,  175-6,  194,  207,  309-10;  exfi., 

816,  1061-3 
Attitude   to,   of   Mr.    Catts,   adj.,  ifc; 

Mr.    H.    Cook,    adj.,   162,   167;  Mi. 

Mauger,  ai^/.,  211-6;  Budget,  a4gl6;  Mr. 

Coon,  adj.,  215-9;  obs.,  1175-9,  1191^; 

of  farmers  and  settlers,  supply,  3M0 
Eulogium  of,  by  Mr.  Sbtels,  adj.,  160-1 
I-oyalty  of,  adj.,  158,  177 
Methods  of,   address,  45-6,   50-1,  134-5; 

adj.,  135-7,  m6,  195-201,  956 
Relations  with,  of  Mr.  Fowler,  tvpflv, 

474!  S9U  703 

Right  of,  to  office,  address,  30-41 
Secret  history  of,  adj.,  140 
Selection  of  candidates,  address,  124;  adi., 

159,   2io-r,   214-6,    21  q,   323-5 ;  supply, 

605-6;  ebs.,  1175-9,  »i9i-2 
Solidarity  of,  ad^.^  5499 
Support  of  Deakin  Ministry,  address,  41- 

a,  117-9;  adj.,  137,  132-8.  ISO,  157,  171. 

178,  220-1,  225,  3344;  Budget,  3490-3; 

itfth*  3362-4 

Question  by  Dr.  Wilson,  claim   to  pnor 
discovery  of  North  Pole,  3050 

[Set  Opposition.] 

f^KAVE  OK  ABSKSi  F., 

Motion  by  Mr.  Deakin  for,  agreed  to, 470, 
3359.  4252;  t>y  Mr.  Fisher,  4352 

LiBEBAL  I'ARTV. 

Position  of,  adj.,  128-9,  140-1,  145-9,  »^ 

Use  of  room  for,  address,  302 

Selection  of  candidates,  address,  45 ;  adj., 

137-8,  314-8;  sufply,  606;  obs..  1173-S. 

1190 

LlBDAKY  COMUITTEE. 

Inability  of,   to   collect  curios,  tufply, 
3901 

Motion  proposed  by  Mr.  Deakin  to  ap- 
point   Mr.  Sampson,    3008 ;  debated, 
aooS;    amendment    proposed   by  Mr. 
Storrer  to  substitute  Mr.  Wise  for  Mr. 
Sampson,   2011,   and   negatived,  0015 ; 
motion  carried,  2016 
Petherick  Collection,  supply,  3896-3900 
Report  from,  presented,  7209 
Selection  of  books,  supply,  2897-3900 
Vote  for  State  officers,  sufplv,  3897,  ajui 
Question  by  Dr.  Maloney,  Petherick  col- 
lection,  3139,   4329,   4653;   picture  of 
House  of  CommonSf~-a5£i, 
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House  of  'Rztvx.stvnKn.yu—eontintud. 

Lyne,  Sib  Willuu. 

Behaviour  of.  and  iiiteTjections  by,  ebs., 

15*3.  SSSS-t"   

Commission  to  form  first  Mmtstry,  exfi., 

1S63-4 

Maps. 

Question  by  Mr.  Johnson,  display  of  maps 
in  chamber,  5153 

Maucer,  Mb.  S. 

Refiections  on  Maitland  miners  by,  suf- 
tiy»  St3J-3 

MCUBEBS. 

Allowance  lo,  exfl.  70J 

Attendance  of,  adj.,  2407,  3506-7,  5150-03 

Calling  of,  by  Mr.   Speaker,  f.e.^  5799* 

580a;  obs.,  5924; 
Causes  leading  to  death  of,  adi-i,7}^o 
Exchange   of   remarks  by,   in  division, 

oi';  3099 

Illness  and  absence  of,  address,  33;  adj.. 

Naming  of,  by  Mr.  Speaker,  fios.,  504, 
516,  1 158,  1469,  1546,  1867,  aoio,  3092, 
134^>  ^'56;  by  the  Chairman  of  Com- 
mittees, ois.,  526-7,  1465,  1606,  5485 

Naming  of  Mr.  Hughes,  3664 

Personal  explanations  by,  ic,q,  167,  182.3, 
20V4.  2IC).  222.  <;i5-6,  sqr,  703,  783- 
814-6,  955-8,  980:2,  983,  1020,  1061-3, 
1157,  1 190,  1242,  1263,  1302,  141^-7, 
1545.  i549>  1567.  »6os,  1725-6,  1786, 
1863-4,  2014,  2ogi,  3118,  2201.  2335, 
2441,  2^08,  3500,  1497,  3499»  3S05> 
3555-6,  3610,  3611,  3613,  .3708-9.  3772-5. 
4037-8,  4265,  4357.  5051.  5'33»  5'o8-9, 
5.112,  5425,  5453.  5567.  5632.  5710. 
5776.  57t)')-58o3.  5Q»3.  6'»8,  6134, 
6140,  6185,  6376,  6424,  6460,  0476, 
7168,  7171,  7233-4 

Speaking  withsut  l^ave,  adj.,  1899 

Suppers  and  Cabs  for,  at  late  sittings, 
adj.,   1291-1300,  1359-61 

Writ,  issue  of,  1778,  7289;  return  of,  3358 

Questions  by — 
Dr.  Maloney,  envelopes  for  correspcm- 

dence,  2560,  3604 
Mr.    Sinclair,    destruction     of  waste 

paper,  3271 
Mr.    Kelly,    attendances,    4328:  Mr. 
Thomas,  5338 

[See  Oppositiom,] 

Ministerial  Statement. 

Rifjht  of  members  to  discuss,  f.tf.^  376-8; 

address,  282,  303-3 
Right  of  Leader  of  Opposition  to  reply 

to,  f.0.,  2558 

Ministers. 

Addresses  by,  in  private  places,  suffly, 

336s,  3399i  3400 
Attendance    of,    adj.,    1897-9;  ^fdget, 

a49a-3i  ^S^S 
Election  of,  adj.,  147,  167,  329;  suffly, 

634 ;  adj.,  2334,  7a93-4,.  .  . 
Expenses  of  Honorary  Ministers,  suffty, 

3993-4 

Number  of,  sufply,  3993-4 
Motion  by  Mr.  Chanter,  that  Parliament 
should  elect  its  Ministry,  1807 

D2 
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Opposition. 

Alleged   obstruction   by,    suffly,  3361, 

33^4.  3398-9;  adj.,  3598-9.  3«»>-» 
Fusion  of  parties  in,  address,  41*4,  51, 

117;  adj.,  128-168,  184,  187,  194,  3oa>3, 

306,  212,  221,  249-51;  address,  394,  301- 

a;  suffly,  511 
Leader  of,  address,  114-S;  adj.,  163,  178, 

226,  .345 

Motion  by  Leader  of,  to  adjourn  House, 

agreed  to,  3507 
Procedure  of,  on  Addrcss-in-Reply,  adj., 

126-69,  170-337 
Programme  of;  adj.,  133-4,  174-6,  178 
Speech  by  Leader  of,  adj.,  5745 
Rejections  on,  by  Mr.  Deakin,  adj.,  152, 

161,  1468-9,  2315-6,  2318-20,  2336,  3347; 

by  Mr.  J.  Cook,  suffly,  2741-3 
Tactics  of,  adj.,  1300,  2344,  3505,  3603-4 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Roberts,  mis-statement  in  Argus, 
3358 

Mr.  Tudor,  criticism  in  Argut,  3573, 
3605 

Dr.  Wilson,  absence  of  Opposition, 
3870,  4040;  Mr.  Johnson,  4957 

Dr.  Liddell,  ex-Leader  of  Opporitioo, 
4040 

Mr.   Hutchison,  attendance  of,  5543 
Orange  Pot-itical  Organization. 

References  to,  adj.,  137,  177,  185,  190, 
199-201,  2r2-4;  obs.,  1323,  1226-33,  1237- 
9,  1242;  exfl.,  1263,  1302,  1416-7 

Pairs. 

Breaking  of,  f.a.,  3613 

Error  in  record  ol,  exfl.,  5425 

Granting    of,    adj.,    1291-9,   3314,  3322, 

2328,  2331;  ebs.,  5573-5,  5604-5 
Transfer  of,  exfl.,  1549-50;  adj.^  1725-6 

Powers  of 

Delegation  of,  to  Premier:!'  Conference, 
address,  390-1 

Pbatek. 

Wording  of,  obs.,  1785 
Question  by  Mr.  Bamitord,  nlterntioa  of 
wording,  1784 

Price,  Mr.  Thomas. 

Motion  proposed  by  Mr.  Fisher  for  vote 
of  condolence  with  family  of  late  Hon. 
T.  Price,  Premier  of  South  Australia, 
and  its  people,  227 ;  supported  by  Mr. 
Deakin,  and  agreed  to,  228;  reply  re- 
ported by  Mr.  Speaker,  359 

Printing  Committee. 

Authority  of,  obs.,  3112,  3121 

Printing    of    Petitions    and    Papers,  m.| 

1058-01,  6117 
Report  from,  983,  3092,  2945,  4551,  6117 
Motion  proposed  by  Mr.  Edwards  to  print 
a    petition,    6141 ;    debated,    6141,  anfl 
agreed   to,  6142 

[See  "Hansard."] 

Questions. 

Answering  of,  obs.,  439,  471,  704 
Disorderly  questions,  f.o.,  4040 
Without  notice,  cbs.,  1317,  2564 

QlHJRCH. 
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House  of  Repuucntatitbs— cvK/^nirtf^. 
Sampson,  Mb.  S., 

Connexion  of,  with  issue  of  ciicular,  ois., 
747-9;  exfl.,  783;  abs.,  784-5;  exfl. 
8i4-S 

Seuct  Couunms. 

Vote  for  expenses  of,  suffly»  2895 

SSNATL 

.  Status  of,  under  Constitution,  adj.,  2323, 
»335.  "427 

Ssbgkani-at-Abhs. 

Increment  to  iftlary  of,  and  allowances 
to,  for  services  to  Royal  Commissions, 
supply,  2894-s 

Speaker,  Mk. 

Illaess  of,  obs.,  i6o8-g 

Dentil  of,  announced  by  (he  Clerk,  1639 

Statements  concerning  cause  of  death  ot, 
supply,  3364,  3388.q,  3395-6.  34oa-3 

Motion  proposed  by  Mr.  Deakin,  express- 
ing the  Parliament's  high  appreciation 
of  the  many  and  eminent  services  of 
the  lute  Sir  Frederick  Holder  to  the 
Commonwealth,  particularly  as  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
the  profound  sympathy  of  all  citizens 
with  his  widow  and  family,  162Q;  de- 
bated, 1630 ;  and  agreed  to,  1632. 
Message  conveying  similar  resolution 
received  from  the  Senate,  1S08.  Letter 
of  thanks  from  Lady  Holder,  read  by 
Mr.  Deakin,  igoo 

Motion  proposed  by  Sir  P.  Fysh,  to  elect 
Dr.  Salmon  as  Speaker,  1669 ;  and 
seconded  by  Mr.  Mauger,  1670.  Mo- 
tion proposed  by  Mr.  B^itchelor,  to  elect 
Mr.  McDonald,  1670 ;  and  seconded  by 
Mr.  Bam  ford,  1671.  Motion  proposed 
by  Mr.  Storrer,  to  elect  Mr.  Chanter, 
and  seconded  by  Sir  W.  Lyne,  r€79. 
Motion  proposed  by  Mr.  Hutchison,  to 
elect  Mr.  Wynne,  and  seconded  b>  Mf. 
O'Malley,  1683 ;  and  withdrawn,  1603. 
Motion  by  Mr.  Hughes  to  adjourn  the 
debate  negatived,  1701.  Motion  by  Mr, 
Mathews  to  adjourn  the  debate  put, 
and  the  voting  being  equal,  and  the 
Clerk  voting  with  the  noes,  point  of 
order  taken  by  Mr.  Hughes,  that  the 
Clerk  had  no  vote,  1704 ;  debated,  1705 ; 
and  statement  by  trie  Clerk,  that  the 
motion  had  not  been  carried,  1706.  Mo- 
tion by  Sir  P.  Fysh  carried,  and  Dr. 
Salmon  called  to  the  Chair,  1715 

Attire  of,  adj.,  1717-8 

Authority  of,  over  Uansatd,  cbs.,  3176, 
3*59-70.  3304 

Calling  of  members  by,  p.o.,  5799-5802; 
obs..  5924 ;  adj;  6424 

Comnr.  ision  to,  to  administer  oath,  re- 
ported, 2766 

Congratulations  to,  obs.,  r7i^-6 ;  adj., 
1717-8 

Dissent  from  ruling  of,  by  Mr.  Mahon, 
1811-3;  by  Mr.  Webster,  3114,  2175-8; 
bv  Mr.  Hughes,  3542,  3575-8".  36", 
36^880 


House  of  RiPKBsnn'Anv» — continued. 

Speaker,  Mb. — continued. 

Duty  of,  to  members,  ebt.,  2178;  exfl., 
aaoi 

Pajrment  of  salary  to.  if  re-elected  after 

dissolution,  supply,  2893-4 
Right  of,  to  propose  motion,  p.o.,  ao^a-j 
Suspenuon  of  sitting  by,  f.o.,  6562 
Treatment  of  members  by,  adj-t  1899 

Standing  Orders. 

Cases  of  urgent  necessity,  f,o.\  3611 
Terms  of  motion  to  suspend,  f.o.t  36x3-3 

Standing  Orders  Coumittee. 
Authority  of,  adj.,  1899 

Stranger,  Distimcuishid. 

Seat  on  floor  of  House  for,  394S,  6378 

SirsPKNSiON  OK  Rules. 

Appropriation  Bill,  2763,  7191,  7289 
Bills  of  Exchange  Bill,  7252 
Coinage  Bill,  2300 
Conciliation  Bill,  7249 
Defence  Dill,  3607-13 
Dissent  from  Ruling,  3669-74 
Electoral  Bill,  6386 
Industries  Preservation  Bill,  7275 
Invalid  and  Old-age  Pension;  Bill,  133a, 
1603 

Naval  Loan  Bill,  6922 

Officers'  Compensafion  Bill,  7259 

Public  Service  Bill,  6583 

Referendum  Bill,  6481 

Seamen's  Compensation  Bill,  6934 

Seat  of  Government  Bill,  6478 

Supply  Bill,  475,  3408,  4296,  5438 

Surplus  Revenue  Bill.  6929 

Votes  and  Proceedings. 

Record  of  third  reading  of  Constitution 
Alteration  (K\nance)  Bill,  ebt.,  5805-8 

Motion  proposed  by  Mr.  Mahon  to  omit 
the  entries  in,  relative  to  a  castinf;  vote 
given  by  the  Clerk,  and  an  objection 
tberfto,  1808;  debated,  1812-21 ;  and 
negatived,  1823 

Webster,  Mr.  W. 

Action  of  Dr.  Wilson,  ebs.,  taoi-2 
Question  by  Dr.  Wilson,  commemoration 
of  s^'ctfch,  1144 

BULINOS. 

Senate. 

Presldnit.  The. 

Bills. — A  leport  of  progress  with  a  Bill  saust 
be  accepted  by  the  Chair,  679 

Before  ihe  second  reading  of  a  Bill  cm  l.e 
moved  on  the  day  of  its  introduction,  it  is 
neces:>ary  to  suspend  the  Standing  Ordeii, 
13701  and  such  suspension  entitles  the  sena- 
tor in  charge  of  the  Dill  to  proceed  without 
bringing  forward  a  printed  copy  of  the  Bill, 

The  recommittal  of  an  amending  Bill  cannot 
he  proposed  for  Ihe  purpose  of  considering 
the  insertion  of  a  clause  no^  relevant  there- 
to,  4009-10         Digitized  by  Google 
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An  inttructioa  to  the  Committee  an.  the  Seat 
of  GoTernmcDt  Aoceptance  Bill  to  sub- 
stitute ft  district  for  that  tUted  therein  is 
not  relevant  to  its  subjea-matter,  and,  there- 
fore, cannot  be  submitted  to  the  Senate, 
4813-5 

An  amendment  declaratory  of  certain  piin* 
ciples  lo  be  followed  in  the  constitution  and 
maintenance  of  the  Defence  Force  is  rele- 
vant to  a  measure  amrading  the  Defence 
Act,  S75S-6 

A  proposed  mstruction  cannot  be  submitted, 
t.xcept  on  notice,  7054 

Call  of  Senate. — Where  there  arc  two  orders 
on  the  notice-paper  for  a  call  of  the  Senate, 
only  oae  call  will  be  made,  6584.  The 
second  order  need  not  be  discliarged,  but 
may  be  ignored  as  surplusage,  6592 

Debate. — On  the  Address-in-Reply  a  senator 
may  not  allude  to  the  act  of  a  Judge  in  read* 
ing  from  the  Bench  a  letter  from  the  GoVem- 
meot,  22 

In  debating  a  Ministerial  statement  a  senator 
riiould  not  make  a  AitttA  attack  on  another 
senator,  425 

On  a  motion  for  special  adjournment  a  sena- 
tor cannot  discuss  suggested  remedies  for 
the  evil  of  unemployment,  1131,  or  enter 
into  a  general  discussion  as  to  who  have 
blocked  or  facilitated  businees ;  he  may 
only  give  reasons  for  or  against  the  adop- 
tion of  the  motion,  1136.  He  cannot  dis- 
cuss the  merits  of  a  Bill  on  the  notice- 
paper  or  the  absence  of  measures  there- 
from, 1140.  He  cannot  discuss  the  possi- 
bility of  a  certain  person  receiving  an  ap- 
pointment under  a  Bill  before  other  House, 
345';-6;  or  any  question  other  than  the  date 
to  be  fixed  for  next  meeting,  5104 

On  a  motion  for  special  adjournment,  which 
has  been  proposed  to  allow  Ministers  to 
attend  a  Conference  of  State  Premiers,  a 
senator  is  permitted  to  refer  to  proposals  to 
be  made  at  the  Conference,  but  not  to  the 
debater,  actions,  or  proposals  of  previous 
Conferences,  2471-7 

On  n  motion  for  adjournment  to  debate  a 
matter  nf  urgency  a  senator  may  allude  in- 
cidentally to  a  matter  referred  to  by  a 
previous  speaker,  and  not  relevant  to  the 
subject-matter  of  the  motion  :  he  may  allude 
to  probabilities  in  a  passing  way,  2^(>^ 

On  the  second  reading  of  a  Seamen's  Compen- 
sation Bill,  a  senator  is  not  entitled  to  dis- 
cuss the  naval  and  military  defence  policy, 
1750 

On  the  second  reading  of  a  Bill  a  senator 
may  make  an  incidental  ullusion  to  cognate 
Iegis!ation,  but  he  cannot  discuss  such  legis- 
lation or  the  supporters  or  opponents  of  a 
party  or  the  franchise,  14S7.  While  his 
speech  must  be  relevant,  at  the  same  time 
a  senator  cannot  be  confined  absolutely  to 
the  text  of  the  Bill,  and  he  m^y  point  out 
any  inconsistency  in  the  upininns  of  Min- 
isters, ig66.  He  may  point  out  that  the  re- 
sources of  the  Commonwealth  are  not,  in  his 
view,  adequate  for  carrying  out  the  pur- 
pose of  the  Bill,  but  he  cannot  discuss 
me.ins  of  riiisint;  revenue,  567^-6, 

On  the  second  reading  of  a  Bill  to  appro- 
priate public  money  a  senator  may  point 
out  the  obligations  upon  the  Government 
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aad  the  iuaflkiency  of  Ae  revenue,  but  he 
caanot  debate  any  method  of  raising  the 
moiie^,  1840-t.  He  may  make  a  passing 
allusion  to  the  method,  1842.  He  may  dia- 
cusa  the  state  of  the  revenue  or  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Departments,  but  not  the 
alteration  of  the  TariS,  or  the  raising  of 
revenue,  or  a  mandate  by  the  people,  4311-2 

On  the  second  reading  of  a  Bill  to  create 
the  office  of  High  Commissioner  it  is  not 
in  order  to  criticise  individuals,  4148;  or  to 
discuss  the  qualifications  of  individuals, 
4209,  4212 ;  or  the  position  of  affairs  in  New 
Zealand,  4511-5 

On  the  second  reading  of  the  Constitution 
Alteration  (Finance)  Bill  a  senator  may  make 
an  incidental  reference  to  a  system  of  direct 
taxation,  but  cannot  discuss  any  mich  system 
in  detail,  6018.  He  may  diKuss  tbe 
elTect  which  tbe  passing  of  the  Bill  may 
have  upon  the  Tariff,  but  he  cannot  discuss 
defence  policy,  land  monopoly,  land  value 
taxation,  or  other  method  of  raising  money, 
6590-1 

On  the  second  reading  of  the  Naval  Loan  Bill 
a  senator  ma^  point  out  that  there  are  other 
means  of  raising  the  money,  and  contend 
that  it  should  be  raised  by  the  taxation  of 
property  or  of  the  wealthy ;  but  he  cannot 
go  into  details  as  to  tbe  way  in  which 
persons  deal  with  their  propertiet  or  their 
moneys  or  the  amounts  of  taxation  which 
poorer  people  have  to  pay  in  comparison 
with  wealthier  persons  or  devote  practically 
tbe  whole  of  bis  speech  to  tbe  unequal  dis- 
tribution of  wealth,  6969-70 

When  leave  is  given  to  submit  a  motion  with- 
out notice,  the  motion  ii  not  formal,  but 
debatable,  2056-7 

On  a  motion  to  recommit  clauses  of  a  Bill  a 
senator  cai  onl  y  state  the  reasons  whieh 
actuate  him  in  voting  for  or  against  the 
question,  3154 

A  senator  should  avoid  tedious  repetition  and 
irrelevance,  2391 

On  a  motion  to  restore  a  Bill  to  the  notice- 
paper  a  senator  may  reply  to  the  state- 
ments of  the  mover,  2388,  and  explain  in  a 
few  remarks  the  danger  of  proceediog  with 
the  Bill ;  but  he  cannot  discuss  at  length 
tbe  value  of  amendments  to  be  proposed, 
3389;  be  can  only  allude  to  the  proposals 
in  a  general  way,  3390 

On  a  motion  relative  to  the  printing  of  the 
Budget  papers  a  senator  is  at  nberty  to 
make  an  attack  upon  the  Budget  and  the 
proposals  it  contains,  but  not  upon  indi- 
viduals, 2714;  nor  can  he  debate  the  ques- 
tion of  the  Federal  Capital,  2727,  or  the 
policy  of  new  protection,  2728.  The  debate 
is  confined  to  the  financial  policy  of  the 
Government,  and  does  not  extend  to  their 
formation  or  the  reasons  for  their  existence, 
2731.  A  senator  should  not  debate  the  terms 
of  the  Northern  Territory  agreement,  3852 

liamard  should,  and  is  supposed  to,  be  a 
correct  record  of  parliamentary  debates. 
Personal  recriminations  which  are  not  ia- 
terwoven  with  a  debate  are,  by  mutual  con- 
sent, excised  from  the  proofs,  which  are 
sent  to  members  of  Parliament,  not  in  order 
that  they  may  re-write-~the  reposts  or  cut  out 
large  porti<W5iii5*  !):|jtafcO@<3i0>rder  that 
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thejp  may  lee  if  the  records  are  correct. 
Beyond  uat,  no  senator  has  a  right  to  de- 
lete anything  from  the  report  of  his  speech, 
2066-7 

laterruftions. — No  senator  is  entitled  by  in* 
terjectioD  to  direct  a  senator  as  to  what  he 
should  do,  4905 

Language,  Parliameniary — When  a  senator 
says  he  did  not  use  the  remark  complained 
of,  the  Chair  cannot  rule  that  it  was  an 
offensive  interruption,  679 

Such  interjections  as  that  the  accusations  made 
against  a  party  of  having  blocked  public 
business  are  "perfectly  true,"  have  been 
frequently  used,  without  exception  being 
taken  to  them,  1136 

It  is  iKrmissible  to  remark  that  a  senator  made 
an  improper  statement,  5313,  or  withdrew  a 
term  reluctantly,  5315 

A  senator  can  say  that  certain  senators  are, 
in  his  opinion,  acting  in  such  a  way  as  to 
deceive  the  people,  61 15 

Language,  Unfarliamentary. — Not  in  order — 

to  reflect  upon  the  action  of  a  Judge,  86; 
the  Chair,  677,  S3r5,  5676;  the  motives  of 
a  senator,  14S7 

to  describe  a  statement  of  the  Prime  Minister 
as  a  lie  or  a  prevarication,  553 ;  the  State 
Premiers  as  pettifogging,  3465 ;  an  order 
of  the  Chair  as  eminently  unfair,  4511 ; 
an  attack  on  Uie  Senate  in  another  place 
as  violent,  7or7 

to  allude  to  any  statement  to  the  Senate  as 
*  li*>  553i  i49fi>  a  falsehood,  ir35;  meaa 
and  contemptible,  4206 ;  a  very  con 
temptiblc  and  currish  observation,  4235 ; 
the  sort  of  yabber  that  would  come  front 
the  mouth  of  a  dog,  4235 

to  speak  of  any  Government  as  a  lot  of 
hypocritical  pretenders,  579 

to  accuse  a  senator  of  having  sold  his  prin. 
ciples,  667;  degrading  Parliament,  1051  j 
pretending  to  read  from  a  Hansard  some- 
thing which  is  not  there,  1495;  making 
dirty  charges,  1407;  having  taken  to  the 
occuj  ation  described  as  "  eating  dirt," 
&)I2 ;  having  made  post-haste  to  get  the 
timelight  cast  upon  him,  6500 

lo  refer  to  a  senator  as  an  alleged  colonel, 
677;  a  pettifogging  police  court  attorney, 
2465;  a  heathen,  6234;  little  idiot,  6960 

(o  state  that  a  senator  might  be  caught  in  a 
butterfly  net,  677;  ought  to  be  ashamed  of 
himself,  678;  had  an  offensive  object  in 
asking  a  question,  1364;  attends  in  a 
muddled  frame  of  mind,  5314 

to  oomment  npcm  a  vote  of  ^e  Senate  except 
on  a  motion  for  its  rescission,  1371 

to  assert  that  a  member  of  other  House  will 
be  anything  that  pays,  1475;  is  a  foul 
vulture,  6206 

to  attribute  to  a  senator  dishonorable  motives, 
1497;  impertinence,  3297;  untruth,  2297, 
6500 ;  unworthy  motives,  4235 ;  improper 
motives,  6499;  wrong  motives,  6500 

to  use  offensive  words  against  a  Statute  save 
m  moving  for  iU  repeal,  1733;  against 
members  of  the  Parliament,  bxA 
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to  remark  that  any  senators  are  utter 
strangers  to  truth,  2297;  have  ^indulged 
in  engineering,  4705;  are  delibera'tely  try- 
ing to  deceive  the  people,  6114-5 
to  make  use  of  personal  remarks,  3145 
to  stigmatize  as  scurrilous  any  remailu  made 
in  the  chamber,  3257 

to  express  the  opinion  that  a  senator's  book 

is  ft  tissue  of  lies,  3419 
to  allege  that  a  motion  which  is  required  to 

be  put  without  delate  is  a  form  of  gag, 

4818 

to  imply  that  the  Chair  does  not  mete  out 
fair  play,  5315;  or  justice,  5315 

to  disbelieve  an  assurance  from  the  Chair, 
5676 

If  a  disorderly  ntatement  is  not  objected  to 
at  once,  it  cannot  be  objected  to  afterwards, 
677 

Tn  proposing  that  a  petition  for  the  abolitit» 
of  State  Governments  and  Parliaments  be 
printed,  a  senator  may  not  discuss  the  ques- 
tion of  the  value  of  unification,  though  he 
may  incidentally  allude  to  the  matter,  1041 
It  is  objectionable  to  say  that  a  senator  ought 
to  be  ashamed  when  he  sees  the  report  of 
his  speech  in  the  press,  678 
If  n  senator  makes  a  statement  and  is  told 
that  it  is  a  falsehood,  it  is  equivalent  to 
.  telling  him  that  he  has  told  a  falsehood, 
and  the  term  must  be  withdrawn,  1135 
It    is    not    proper    to    impute    to    a  senator 
stupidity,    1373,    or    to    utter    words  which 
may  be  construed  into  a  refiection  upon  the 
Chair,  1488,  or  to  say  a  senator  is  in  poli- 
tics for  what  he  can  make  out  of  it,  1496 
Motions. — motion  to  adjourn  a  debate  may 
be  moved  by  a  senator  who  has  made  an 
appeal  for  an  adjournment,  3941 
At  the  beginning  of  a  sitting  a  notice  of 
motion  on  the  business  paper  may  be  post- 
poned, 3858 
A  decision  to  take  a  motion  which  concerns 
the  business  of  the  Senate  overrules  a  ses- 
sional order  giving  precedence  to  certahl 
business,  4818,  4847 
A  motion  to  give  to  (me  item  of  private  busi- 
ness precedence  over  Government  business 
is  in  order,  5670 
A  motion  to  give  precedence  to  Government 
business  on  each  day  during  the  remainder 
of  the  session,  unless  otherwise  ordered,  is  in 
order,  and,  if  carried,  will  have  the  effect 
of  overriding  all  existing  orders  relative  to 
private  business,  5973 
Pafers. — On  the  motion  to  adopt  the  report 
of  the  Printing  Committee,  a  senator  may 
move  an  amendment  for  the  printing  of  a 
paper  not  recommended  lo  be  printed,  2068 
When  a  report  is  laid  on  the  table  of  the 
Senate  it  becomes  a  public  document,  but 
the  action  of  the  press  in  relation  thereto 
cannot  be  controlled  or  interfered  with  imder 
the  existing  practice,  7019-30 
Personal  Explanation  i^arding  an  inteijefr 

tion  is  in  order,  4205 
Under  the  privilege  of  personal  explanation 
a  senatur  has  no  right  to  review  or  prove  a 
charge  which  has  been  made~«gainst  another 
senator,  6796        Digitized  by  LiOOglC 
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Printing  Committee. — Strictly  speaking,  it  is 
not  within  the  province  of  the  Committee 
to  deal  with  a  matter  not  specifically  re- 
ferred thereto,  0067 

Privilege. — When  a  senator  raises  a  question 
of  privilege  regarding  the  publication  of 
Select  Committee  evidence  he  should  pro- 
duce a  copy  of  the  newspaper,  whether  bis 
complaint  is  against  it  or  the  Committee, 
6491 ;  and  should  conclude  with  a  motioDj 
6493 

The  debate  on  a  matter  of  privilege  which  has 
not  arisen  since  the  last  sitting  of  the  Senate 
Is  subject  to  tlie  application  of  the  laoth 
standing  order,  6507 

Questions. — A  senator  is  not  privileged  to  ask 
a  question  when  a  debate  is  in  progress,  325 

Either  a  question  should  be  answered  directly, 
or  the  Minister  should  intimate  that  he 
declines  to  answer  it,  1363-4 

It  is  irregular  to  anticipate  a  question  on  the 
notice-paper,  136S 

A  senator  cannot  ask  a  question  as  to  what 
took  place  in  another  Chamber,  or  as  to 
whether  a  Minister  i&  going  to  enforce 
silence  on  a  colleague,  3454 ;  or  why  a 
senator  did  not  vote,  4898 

A  question  on  the  notice-paper  should  be  asked 
without  any  explanatory  statement,  5097 

Quorum. — The  Chair  docs  not  feel  that  it 
would  be  justified  in  declining  to  count 
the  Senate  wheo  attention  is  called  to  the 
want  of  a  quorum,  4545-7 

Quotations  and  References. — It  is  out  of  order 
to  allude  to  a  senator's  private  business  or 
occupation,  412-3,  4622;  or  to  the  proceed- 
iqgs  or  report  of  a  Select  Committee  until 
it  nas  reported,  6316-9 

A  senator  may  not  allude  to  the  proceeding* 
on  the  Bill  in  another  place,  2148,  6102, 
6333 :  or  to  a  debate  in  another  place  rela- 
tive to  a  Bill  pending  in  the  Senate,  7018; 
but  be  is  entitled  to  refer  to  the  record  of 
the  debate  in  the  Votes  and  Proeeedingx, 
though  the  Senate  is  not  in  a  position  offi- 
cially to  recognise  what  took  place,  7018 

The  question  of  costs  charged  against  a  liti> 
gant,  even  if  a  State,  is  not  a  public  matter 
and  cannot  be  alluded  to,  413 

On  a  motion  for  adjournment  a  senator  can- 
not allude  to  a  debate  in  Committee,  2296; 
but  he  may  reply  to  an  interjection  made 
in  his  own  speecn  and  asking  for  informa- 
tion on  a  point,  4741 

On  a  motion  for  second  reading  a  senator 
cannot  debate  speeches  delivered  on  the 
question  in  other  Parliaments,  4714.  He 
may  quote  extracts  so  long  as  they  are  rele- 
vant to  the  Bill  and  do  not  refer  to  an 
aspect  of  the  question  whidi  is  not  dealt 
with  therein,  5675-6 

It  is  irregular  to  read  from  a  newspaper  a 
statement  as  to  an  interview  with  a  senator 
by  another  newspaper,  unless  the  statement 
is  an  exact  copy  of  the  original,  6496-7 

kight  of  Speech.'—The  mover  of  a  motion 
cannot  speak  again,  e.\cept  iu  reply  to  the 
debate,  1771  ■ 
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A  senator  who  interposes  a  motion  to  recom- 
mit a  Bill  has  not  the  right  of  reply,  4021 ; 
but  when  that  question  is  negatived  he  may 
speak  to  the  motion  for  adopting  .the  re- 
port, 4022 

A  senator  may  quote  from  a  speech  delivered 

in  the  same  debate,  4793 
After  the  mover  of  a  motion  has  spoken  in 

reply,  no  other  senator  can  speak  to  the 

Suestion,  7168 
ingi. — A  decision  of  the  Chair  must  be 
accepted,  and  business  proceeded  with  there- 
under until  the  decision  has  been  dissented 
from,  4818  > 
An  objection  to  a  ruling  of  the  Chairman  of 
Committees  should  be  referred  at  once  to 
the  President,  who,  after  hearing  senators, 
must  give  his  decision,  which,  if  not  dis- 
sented from,  is  binding,  5753 
Select  Committees. — A  Select  Committee  which 
failed  to  report  on  the  day  ordered  is  prac- 
tically dead,  and  cannot  continue  its  pro- 
ceedings ;  but  if  the  Senate  grant  an  ex- 
tension of  time  the  Committee  can  proceed 
with  its  business  anri  bring  up  its  report  at 
the  time  fixed,  6249 
A  m'otlOTi  relalivc  to  an  inquiry  by  a  Select 
Lommittee  concerns  the  business  of  the 
Senate,  and  therefore  should  lake  prece- 
dence of  other  matters  on  the  notice-paper, 
6314-5 

A  proposed  extenuon  of  time  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittee may  be  limited  lo  the  purpose  of 
preparing  and  presenting  the  report,  6317 

It  is  a  breach  of  order  for  a  senator  to  dis- 
close what  took  place  at  a  Committee,  6504 

Standing  Orders. — When  there  has  been  a 
desire  lo  amend  standing  orders  the  prae- 
ttce  has  been  to  request  the  Standing  Orders 
Committee  to  furnish  a  report,  and  deal 
only  with  its  recommendations.  But  it  is 
always  competent  for  a  senator  to  submit 
a  substantive  motion  for  the  alteration  of 
any  standing  order,  3320 

In  cases  of  urgent  necessity,  any  standing 
or  sessional  order  or  orders  may  be  sus- 
pended on  motion  witiiout  notice,  but  the 
motion  must  be  carried  by  an  absolute 
majority,  1378 

Standing  Orders  Committee. — The  considera- 
tion of  a  report  from  the  Committee  is  not 
"Government  business;"  but  it  has  been  the 
invnriable  custom  for  the  Government  to 
take  charge  of  the  Order  of  the  Day,  2147 
iSee  Gould,  Sir  A.  J.] 

Ctaalrman  of  Oommlttees. 

Bills. — An  amendment  involving  a  matter  of 
State  industrial  legislation  is  not  relevant 
to  a  Bill  which  deals  exclusively  with 
monopolies  and  commercial  trusts,  1666 

A  proposal  involving  an  increased  burden  on 
the  people  is  only  in  order  when  aabmitted 
as  a  request,  1984 

Under  an  instruction  to  consider  an  agreement 
with  a  view  to  its  insertion  in  the  Bill  as 
a  schedule  a  senator  cannot  move  that  the 
agreement  be  submitted  to  the  people  for 
acceptance  or  rejection,  5028 

An  amendment  declaratory  of  certain  prin- 
ciples to  which  effect  is  supposed  to  be  given 

in  the  Bill  is  reIevaBlr-^«^|o 
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An  amendment  which  it  practically  the  same 
as  one  negatived  and  proposes  to  increase 
the  grant  cannot  be  received,  7039 

A  request  to  increase  the  amount  of  a  grant  is 
out  of  order,  7218 

Debate. — The  discussion  on  the  schedule  to  a 
Supply  Bill  ought  not  to  take  a  wide  rnnge, 
638 

On  a  clause  of  a  Bill  a  general  discussion 
cannot  be  allowed;  but  a  senator  may  make 
a  personal  explanation  regarding  ■  charge 
made  Against  aim  at  the  previous  stage  of 
the  Bill,  i8<;i.  He  cannot  be  allowed  to 
make  a  second-reading  speech,  1997.  Where 
the  rule  of  relevancy  has  been  relaxed  in 
favour  of  previous  speakers  it  should  not 
be  enforced  against  a  particular  senator, 
aooo.  The  whole  political  career  of  a 
senator  cannot  be  discussed,  2006 

On  an  amendment  to  a  definition  clause  u 
senator  cannot  debate  the  principle  of  the 
Bill,  363S-9;  unless  the  amendment  extends 
the  principle  very  considerably,  2639 

On  the  vote  for  the  Parliament  a  senator 
cannot  attack  the  author  of  a  boqjc  in  the 
Library,  4316 

DivisiffTit. — A  vote  of  the  Committee*  cannot 
be  altered  on  the  ground  that  the  bells  in 
a  room  did  not  start  ringing  until  it  was  too 
late  for  a  senator  to  reach  the  chamber, 
6455 

After  the  tellers  have  been  appointed  a  senator 
cannot  cross  the  floor,  6629,  6804;  or  leave 
the  chamber,  bb2^ 

Language,  Parliamentary. — Except  when  the 
expres^on  is  applied  individually  a  senator 
may  say  that  he  has  witnessed  in  the 
Chamber  "  hypocrisy  reduced  to  a  science," 
jooa 

LangMage,  UnfarUamentary. — Out  of  order- 
to  allude  to  a  member  of  another  place  as  a 

silly  ass,  769 
to  reflect  upon  a  senator,  3008,  6440-t 
to  describe  the  statement  of  a   senator  as 

an  untruth,  4334;  absolutely  false,  6449 
to  say  that  a  senator  is  contemptible,  5024; 
is  not  speaking  the  truth,  5027 
Pain  are  not  recognised  by  the  Chair,  3069 

iSee  DoBSOK.  Senator  H.] 
Hqusc  of  Refretentatiuei. 

fitoeaker,  Kr. 

Bills. — It  is  the  parliamentary  custom  to  intro- 
duce a  Bill  before  the  Governor-General's 
speech  is  reported  to  the  House,  but  not  to 
proceed  further  than  (o  rend  the  Bill  a  first 
time  and  fix  a  date  for  its  second  reading,  11 

Where  it  seems  to  the  Chair  that  it  would 
conduce  to  the  convenience  of  members, 
measures  may  be  brought  in  immediately 
after  the  first  oider  of  the  day  has  been 
called  and  a  member  has  risen  to  speak 
thereto,  142 1 

Committ-jcs. — A  Committee  can  be  appointed 
only  on  motion  of  which  noUce  has  been 

given,  227 

Debate. — On  the  motion  for  adjournment  a 
member  cannot  discuss  questions  which  should 
be  debated  on  the  Address-in-Reply ;  he  mav 


refer  to  matters  which  have  arisen  in  speeches 
in  the  country,  or  in  correspondence,  or 
otherwise  in  the  press,  141 ;  or  to  the  finan- 
cial question,  143 

On  the  motion  to  go  into  Committee  of  Supply 
a  member  may  discuss  general  principles ; 
but  he  cannot  anticipate  the  debate  on  any 
order  of  the  day,  482 ;  or  discuss  the  debiils 
of  certain  occurrences,  483 

On  the  second  reading  of  &  Supply  Bill  the 
custom  has  been  not  to  go  into  details,  more 
particularly  as  to  items  m  schedule,  593 

On  a  motion  relative  to  the  removal  of  cer- 
tain tarifT  anomalies  a  member  cannot  dis- 
cuss the  policy  of  the  Goveroment  or  what 
has  been  said  by  the  Prime  Minister  in  re- 
gard to  Protection,  1527;  or  repeat  a  state- 
ment made  again  and  again  in  the  debate 
on  a  no-confidence  motion,  or  refer  to  the 
question  of  new  Protection,  1528 

Hatjsard.—ln  revising  a  proof  it  is  quite  ir- 
regular for  a  member  to  alter  the  sense  of 
any  words  used  in  debate  or  to  introduce 
new  matter;  nor  has  he  a  right  to  see  a 
proof  of  another  member's  speech,  984 

Inierruftiomi  are  not  permissible  while  a  per- 
sonal explanation  is  being  made,  956^,  981 

No  member  is  in  order  in  contradicting  a 
speaker  :  the  proper  lime  to  correct  an  error 
in  a  speech  is  not  as  soon  as  it  is  made, 
but  when  the  speaker  has  concluded,  1547 

Language,  Parliamentary. — It  is  permissible — 
to  allude  to  a  member  as  a  political  traitor, 

733 

Language,   UnfarUamentary. — Not  in  order- 
to  describe  a  member's  statement  as  a  lie, 
45<  i<;47;  untrue,  142,  160,  162,  175,  440, 
455.  834.  *P9>  '«»5i  "9>.  »546 

to  refer  to  a  member  as  ludas,  114,  169,  17c  : 
the  knight  of  the  nosebag,  184;  the  gentle- 
man who  has  not  bad  his  nose  long  out  of 
the  bag,  184;  false,  453;  a  cur,  454,  1547; 
an  alleged  honorable  member,  454 ;  a 
member  without  the  honorable,  455 ;  a 
traitor,  733;  a  dumb  dog,  loia;  a  coward, 
1150;  Teddy  Bear,  1537 
to  say  that  any  members  have  been  placed 
in  a  diabolical  position  by  a  leader,  127; 
that  a  member's  statement  was  inaccurate 
and  that  he  knew  it  to  be  so,  440;  that  a 
member  sold  his  chief,  478 
to  allude  to  the  action  of  a  member  as 
cowardly,  127;  contemptible,  303,  454.  505; 
diabolical,  ^08;  crawling,  735 
to  accuse  any  members  of  untruthful  actioo, 

138 ;  dastardly  tricks,  140 
to  impute  to  a  member  falsehood,  446,  1803 
to  suggest  that  a  member  may  have  been  a 

gutter-sweeper,  930 
to  express  an  intention  to  hunt  a  member 
until  he  is  dead,  politically,  1528 
A  member  is  out  of  order  in  stating  that  he 
would  say  sO-and-so  if  it  were  parliamentary, 
505 

"  This  is  the  Chairman  of  Committees  spetk- 
ing  "  is  a  very  improper  remark  for  n  mem- 
ber to  make,  505 

When  members  are  called  upon  to  withdraw  t 
remark,  it  is  proper  for  toetn^to  do  so  witlk 
out  adding  an  ex?J5ft|Sif>gl,CH©Ogle 
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If  a  member  saya  he  has  been  insulted  by  the 
action  of  anotbet  member  at  the  previous 
sitting  in  asking  if  he  might  commemorate 
his  speech  in  a.  particular  way  the  latter 
must  express  regret,  not  for  the  manner  in 
which  his  action  is  regarded,  but  for  the 
action  itself,  1202 

Ministerial  Statement. — When  leave  has  been 
granted  to  the  Prime  Minister  to  make  a 
Ministerial  statement  he  has  the  right  to  pro- 
ceed,  and  no  member  is  entitled  to  speak 
thereon  except  by  permission  of  the  House, 
377.  But  on  a  motion  for  the  printing  of  a 
paper  a  Ministerial  statement  may  be  made 
without  leave  and  debated,  278 

Motions. — Notwithstanding  standing  order  ai, 
the  consideration  of  the  Addicss-in-Reply 
may  be  interrupted  by  a  motion  of  no-coa- 
fidence  in  the  Government,  in  accordance 
with  the  practice  of  the  House,  359 

Pafert. — On  the  presentation  of  a  report  from 
the  Printing  Committee  or  subsetjuently  a 
member  may  move  for  the  printiQfi  of  a 
paper  which  it  has  not  recommended  to  be 
printed,  1060 

Personal  Exflanaiion, — A  personal  explanation 
may  never  be  debated,  183,  even  on  a  mo- 
tion for  adjournment,  957 

In  a  personal  explanation  a  member  cannot 
adduce  evidence  in  favour  of  another  mem* 
ber's  statement,  or  express  his  own  opinion 
of  any  fact,  gSa;  or  introduce  new  matter, 
1158;  or  put  forward  a  charge  against  a 
person,  1263 

\  member  has  no  right  to  make  an  explana> 
tion,  based  simply  on  the  omission,  from  a 
newspaper  report,  of  some  statement  made 
by  him,  1063 

Questions. — A  question  cannot  be  put  to  a  pri- 
v.itc  member  unless  it  relates  to  business  of 
which  he  has  charge,  ir3 

(n  asking  a  question  a  member  may  give  the 
substance  of  a  relevant  newspaper  paragraph; 
but  he  cannot  read  a  statement  apart  alto- 
gether from  the  question,  1061 

Quotations  and  References.~-\l  is  not  custom- 
ary to  refer  to  an   interjection  which  has* 
been  withdrawn,  114,  170 

A  member  cannot  read  his  speech,  156;  have 
an  unread  extract  printed  in  Hansard,  817, 
1246;  and  should  not  read  matter  which  has 
been  read  fay  another  member,  122^ 

The  name  of  the  Governor-General  should  not 
be  introduced  into  a  debate,  467 

It  is  not  permissible  to  refer  to  the  contents  of 
a  measure  not  yet  introduced,  503 ;  or  to 
what  occurred  in  another  place,  1031,  1128; 
or  to  what  takes  place  in  another  chamber. 
1188 

The  presence  of  a  question  on  the  notice- 
paper  precludes  a  member  from  referring 
to  the  subject-matter  on  a  motion  for  ad- 
journment, 1293 

On  the  motion  for  adjournment  a  member 
cannot  renew  a  debate  which  has  just  closed, 
or  refer  to  an  incident  of  the  debate,  1295 

Kxcept  when  he  is  making  a  personal  ex- 
planation a  member  may  not  read  from  a 
newspaper  the  report  of  any  speech  made 
during  the  current  session,  1360 
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Right  of  Sfeech. — The  Chairman  of  Commit- 
tees has  the  same  rights  on  the  floor  of  the 
House  when  it  is  not  in  Committee  as  has 
any  other  member,  505 

A  member  is  not  allowed  to  speak  after  the 
speech  whidi  closes  a  debate,  983 

A  member  who  makes  a  personal  explanation 
in  the  debate  on  a  question  is  considered  to 
have  spoken  to  the  question,  1545 
[See  HoLDXK,  Sir  F.  W.] 

Amendments. — An  amcndmeat  to  qualify  an 
addition  to  a  motion  is  inadmissible,  2123-5 

An  amendment  cannot  be  moved  by  a  member 
who  has  spoken  to  the  main  .question,  3135, 
349* 

An  amendment  is  not  before  the  House  until 
it  has  been  stated  from  the  Chair,  3493 

An  amendment  to  impose  a  lesser  limitation 
than  one  negatived  is  in  order,  3496 

Anticifating  Debate. — A  member  is  not  pre- 
cluded from  discussing,  on  a  motion  for 
adjournment,  a  whole  subject  by  the  fact 
that  there  is  on  the  notice-paper  a  question 
relating  to  one  aspect  of  that  subject,  1902 

On  a  motion  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to 
alter  the  financial  provisions  of  the  Consti- 
tution the  whole  of  the  financial  relations 
between  the  States  and  the  Commonwealth 
may  be  considered,  despite  a  notice  of 
motion  relative  to  a  Bill  for  transferring 
the  State  debts,  3156 

Bills. — Until  a  Bill  in  possession  of  the  House 
has  been  circulated  the  Chair  cannot  say 
whether  it  imposes  a  charge  upon  the  people, 
3»77 

Kven  if  a  Bill  is  recommitted  the  salary  of 
an  officer  cannot  be  Increased  at  the  in- 
stance of  a  private  member,  3593 

When  a  member  moved  that  a  clause  be  recom- 
mitted for  the  purpose  of  making  a  certain 
provision  in  the  Bill  and  the  question  stated 
from  the  Chair  was  simply  that  the  clause 
be  recommitted,  the  question  of  whether  or 
not  a  projected  amcniiment  is  in  order  can- 
not be  raised,  5058 

A  clause  may  be  recommitted  for  a  specific 
purpose,  even  though  it  may  afterwards  be 
found  that  that  purpose  cannot  be  dealt 
with  by  the  Committee,  5066 

In  moving  that  a  Bill  be  recommitted  for  the 
consi'leralion  of  certain  new  clauses,  a 
member  need  not  read  them  to  the  House, 
but  must  band  them  in, 

Tf  a  motion  to  recommit  a  Bill  for  the  par- 
pose  of  proposing  certain  new  clatises  is 
agreed  to,  it  will  be  impossible  in  Com- 
mittee to  deal  with  anything  but  the  ques- 
tion  of  adding  those  clauses,  5069 

Strictly  speaking,  a  motion  should  be  pro- 
posed in  respect  of  every  stage  of  a  Bill ; 
but  the  custom  has  been  for  the  Minister  in 
charge  of  the  Bill  to  signify,  by  nodding 
his  heail,  that  he  desires  the  question  for 
its  third  reading  to  be  proposed  from  the 
Chair,  _=;SoS 

The  meaning  of  the  word  "passed"  in  sec- 
tion 128  of  the  Constitution,  is  defined  by  a 
standing  order  of  the  House,  and  when  a 
Constitution  Alteration  Rill  has  b^-Pfl  read 
the  third  time  it  is/BbLnecMkary  to  move 
"That  theDQilte^by W^)jti^(^8o8 
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Cloture, — At  anjr  time  a  member  may  more 
that  the  question  be  now  put,  3101,  3503 

The  closure  may  be  applied  to  the  debate  on 
any  questioo  which  has  been  proposed  from 
or  by  the  Chair,  3542,  3577 

If  an  amendment  to  a  motion  is  under  con- 
sideration when  a  proposal  to  apply  the 
closure  is  curried,  first  the  ameodment, '  and 
then  the  motion  must  be  put,  in  accordance 
with  the  practice  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons ;  no  amendment  can  be  moved  after 
the  application  of  the  closure  has  been  af- 
firmed, 5165-7 

Until  a  (jucstiun  has  been  proposed  from  the 
Chair,  the  closure  cannot  be  applied,  6258 

Debate. — In  raising  a  question  of  privilege  a 
member  is  not  entitled  to  deal  with  irrele- 
vant matters,  bat  most  confine  himself  to 
the  breach  of  privilege,  and  the  causes 
thereof,  tSio 

A  member  is  not  entitled  to  relate  an  incident 
which  has  DO  connexion  with  the  question 
before  the  Chair,  rSii 

On  the  motion  for  second  reading  a  membei 
fthould  discuss  the  principles  of  the  Bi^I. 
He  cannot  be  allowed  to  engage  in  a  dia- 
logue ;  but  he  may  ask  the  Minister  in 
charge  of  the  Bill  as  many  questions  as  he 
pleases,  so  long  as  he  puts  them  consecu- 
tively and  mtikes  them  applicable  to  the 
motion ;  and  at  the  close  of  the  debate  the 
Minister  can  answer  any  queslionn  which 
may  have  been  addressed  to  nim,  1825 ;  only 
principles  may  be  discussed,  details  being 
left  for  Committee,  3627,  He  cannot  dis- 
cuss a  question  which  was  dealt  with  on  the 
introductory  motion  if  the  question  is  not 
relevant  to  the  Bill,  4395 

Qn  the  motion  to  refer  a  question  to  a  Ses- 
sional Committee  the  merits  of  the  question 
should  not  be  discussed,  2095 

On  a  question  for  leave  to  a  member  to  speak 
there  can  be  no  debate,  2557 

A  motion  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  can 
be  debated,  3155 

On  a  motion  to  dissent  from  a  ruling,  a  mem- 
ber can  only  discuss  whether  or  not  the 
ruling-  was  correct,  3576-S7.  He  may  deal 
with  any  standing  order  which  affects  the 
ruling  but  not  with  the  circumstances  which 
led  up  to  the  ruling  or  other  irrelevant 
matters,  3659-78 

When  a  motion  to  suspend  the  Standing 
Orders  ts  moved  while  a  motion  is  pending 
the  two  motions  rannot  be  discussed  at  one 

time.  The  discussion  on  the  original  motion 
is  suspended  and  the  discussion  should  be 
confined  to  the  other  motion,  3673 

On  the  second  reading  of  the  Constitution 
Alter^ition  [Finance)  Bill  a  member  is  not 
entitled  to  go  into  the  details  of  the  various 
schemes  for  attracting  settlers,  4161-2 

In  discussing  the  recommittal  of  a  clause  a 
member  may  incidentally  mention  Ae  poM- 
tion  he  would  take  up  should  the  clause  be 
recommitted,  but  it  is  hardly  in  order  to 
unlicipate  in  detail  the  discussion  of  a  pro- 
poiial  in  Committee,  5063 

Dhhions.~~\\)\\\c  [he  bells  arc  ringing  for  a 
division  a  member  may  enter  and  leave  the 
chamber,  5169 
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Tellers  for  the  Noes,  if  not  obtainable  from 
that  side,  may  be  appointed  from  the  Ayei, 
5803,  6356 

A  member  may  ask  to  be  relieved  of  the  doty 
of  acting  as  a  teller,  6259 

Where  the  Chair  did  not  hear  a  call  for  a 
division  and  the  motion  to  closure  the  debate 
was  agreed  to  on  the  voices,  and  a  call  for 
a  division  is  heard  when  the  Chair  is  in  the 
middle  of  putting  the  original  question,  the 
motion  cannot  be  re-put,  6875-7 

Hansard. — The  duty  and  responsibility  of  the 
Chair  with  reference  to  Hansard  end  when 
the  final  proofs  are  returned  to  the  Govern- 
ment Printer,  and  it  will  have  nothing  to 
do  with  the  reprints  of  any  speeches  in 
pami^Iet  form,  1899 

Tables  should  be  read  if  they  are  to  appear 
in  Hansard,  3157;  unless  the  Chair  other- 
wise directs,  3176,  3259,  3269,  3304.  Tables 
and  other  statistical  information  which  can- 
not advantageously  be  read  may  thus  be  in- 
serted in  Hansard^  but  not  ordinary  written 
or  printed  matter,  3983 

From  its  initial  stages  until  it  is  bound, 
Hansard  is  under  the  control  of  the  occu- 
pant of  the  Chair,  3270 

Interruftiens. — Members  should  assist  the 
Chair  in  maintaining  order  and  decorum, 
1890 

Interjections  are  just  as  improper  in  reference 
to  statements  that  may  be  incorrect  as  they 
are  in  reference  to  statements  that  are  cor- 
rect, 930. 

A  member  ought  not  to  make  such  interjec- 
tions as  that  the  late  Speaker  ordered  cer- 
tain matter  to  be  cut  out  of  the  records, 
2113 

It  is  not  in  order  to  interrupt  the  speaker  in 
order  to  correct  n  statement  made  by  him, 
2126;  to  address  the  Chair  while  seated, 
3096;  to  make  running  comments  on  a  mem- 
ber's speech,  3288,  3297,  3339 

It  is  a  distinct  infringement  of  the  rigbtS'  and 
,     privileges  of  every  member  to  incite  another 

member  to  attack  the  speaker,  3531 
It  is  scarcely  in  order  for  a  member,  whilst 

seated  (tt  the  table,  to  interrupt  the  Chair, 

5089 

It  is  disorderly  to  interrupt  the  Chair,  5135 
Language,  UnfarUamentary, — Not  in  order — 

to  term  a  member  a  sanctified,  political 
larrikin,  1894 ;  a  brute,  i8c4 ;  a  snob, 
3OI0 ;  a  black  labour  man,  2955 ;  an  in- 
significant pup,  3101 ;  an  informer,  3105 ; 
a  miserable  toot,  3106;  an  imbecile, 
3345 ;  a  cur,  4267 ;  slimy  reptile,  5796 

to  state  that  i  f  the  blame  for  shortening 
the  life  of  the  late  Speaker  lies  at  any 
one's  door,  it  lies  at  the  door  of  a  mem- 
ber, 1804 

to  describe  a  member's  statement  as  not 
truthful,  1805;  a  disgrace,  2113;  tripe* 
3126;  a  deliberate  nntruth,  2336;  not  trae, 
2663,  3400.  3407,  6375-6;  humbug,  3100; 
a  misrepresentation,  3336 ;  a  quibble, 
5911:  false,  6154;  a  piece,  of  imperti- 
nence, 6375;  »«P^W^W)Og[e 
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to  charge  a  member  with  improper  conduct 
in  the  House,  1908;  not  daring  to  express 
his  opinion!!,  2333 ;  unbecoming  conduct  in 
the  House,  3970;  having  misled  the  House 
as  Attorney-General,  3096;  indulging  in 
gross  misrepresentation  4335 ;  a  diameiul 
waste  of  time,  5796 

to  accuse  a  party  of  a  wicked  waste  of 
public  time,  1908,  1913 ;  deliberately 
wasting  the  time  of  the  House,  1912 ;  bav- 
ing  wasted  the  time  of  the  House,  3469; 
having  wasted  time  and  deliberately  ob- 
structed the  business,  3471 ;  betraying  the 
people,  6776 

to  allege  that  the  Ministry  resort  to  snob- 
bish tricks,  2014;  are  humbugging  Par- 
liament, the  working  classes,  and  the 
people  generally,  2326;  are  compelling 
members  to  vote  against  their  convictions, 
3490 

to  threaten  to  screw  the  necks  of  any  mem- 
bers, 21^9-40;  to  "Chair"  a  member  in 
the  ear  if  outside,  3093 

to  remark  that  a  member  is  a  special 
pleader  of  shufHe,  3965;  would  swallow 
bis  principles  for  his  party,  309^;  has  de- 
liberately wasted  the  time  of  the  House, 
^69;  has  delivered  a  number  of  cheap  and 
insulting  speeches,  3481 ;  sells  his  soul  and 
his  principles,  3530;  has  no  consideration 
for  veracity  if  he  repeals  a  statement, 
^598;  is  absolutely  wrong  and  be  knows 
It,  4264;  has  been  allowed  to  do.  some- 
thing which  may  or  may  not  have  been 
proper,  4379;  had  doctored  bis  Hansard 
speech,  5109 ;  ^rins  like  an  ape  at  his 
own  lack  of  intelligence,  5162 

to  use  a  threat,  3106,  3471 

to  say,  "I  look  upon  the  honorable  member 
with  contempt,"  3106 

to  make  a  remark  in  en  audible  tone  when 
the  Speaker  is  addressing  the  House,  or 
comment  on  a  statement  made  from  the 
Chair,  3341,  6256 

to  assert  that  any  business  on  the  notice- 
paper  is  a  sham  placard,  34681  or  that  a 
matter  was  carried  in  the  House  only  by 
log-rolling,  6791 

to  refer  to  thr  action  of  a  member  as  a 
trick,  3503;  or  contemptible,  5166;  ur  to 
his  attitude  as  a  pretence,  3505 

to  reflect  upon  a  vote  of  the  House,  except 
on  motion,  3630 ;  upon  the  Chair,  3635, 
6256;  even  inferentially,  4172 

to  apply  to  a  member  the  words  cowardly 
and  contemptible,  3663-4 

to  imply  that  a  member  was  not  honest  in 
the  convictions  he  expressed,  3769 

to  comment  upon  an  accredited  representa. 
uve  of  a  State  at  a  Premiers*  Conference, 
4171 

to  repeat  a  statement  which  has  been  de^ 
nied  by  a  member,  4264 

to  state  that  the  Speaker  is  a  partisan,  4573; 
that  any  members  do  not  get  a  fair  square 
deal  from  the  Chair,  5165;  that  the 
Speaker  has  been  excessive  in  bis  desire 
to  keep  a  member  on  the  .strict  path,  7231 
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to  speak  of  a  party  as  the  Con  fusion, 
Fusion,  or  Fimgus  party,  6184 

to  address  the  Chair,  or  state  a  point,  in  a 
manner  that  is  offensive,  6256-7 

to  allude  to  any  members  as  pitiable  things, 
6773 

A  reference  to  a  member's  office  in  the  Honse, 
if  regarded  as  an  insult,  should  be  with- 
drawn, 191 3 

The  withdrawal  of  any  words  must  not  be 
qualified,  2114,  or  accompanied  by  an  ex- 
pression pf  opinion,  3468,  or  by  a  speech, 
353' 

A  debate  should  be  carried  on  by  a  member 

with  due  decorum,  2139 
A  remark,  if  regarded  as  oSensiye,  should  be 

withdrawn,  2(40,  8955,  3096,  5181,  579^ 

6154.  637s 

An  objection  to  the  use  of  any  words  in  d» 
bate  must  be  taken  instantly,  3491 

Members  should  refrain  from  the  use  of 
language  which  may  be  regarded  as  in  the 
least  degree  offensive  by  those  of  whom  it 
is  spoken,  3490 

A  member  is  not  allowed  to  say  that  a  decision 
of  the  Chair  was  accepted  under  protest  if 
the  protest  merely  took  the  form  of  a  mental 
reservation  on  tne  part  of  some  member^ 
366c 

It  is  irregular  to  cheer  the  Speaker  when  a 
ruling  is  being  given,  01  to  cheer  and  pass 
remarks  in  support  of  the  Speaker  when 
a  ruling  is  being  dissented  from,  or  to 

reflect  in  an  undertone  on  a  ruling,  3661 
There  is  no  standing  order  requiring  that  the 
Speaker  shall  be  heard  in  absolute  silence, 
but  that  Is  the  custom  in  properly  conducted 
assemblies,  6877 

Motions. — It  has, been  usual  for  the  Chair  to 
put,  .without  a  motion  being  moved,  the 
question  that  the  report  from  a  Cum/nittee 
be  printed,  3092-4 

It  is  against  precedent  to  ask  the  Chair  to  re- 
put  an  application  from  a  member  to  move  a 
motion  without  notice,  2093 

Two  motions  cannot  be  before  the  House  at 
the  one  time,  2094,  2134 

A  motion  for  special  adjournment  without  no- 
tice can  only  be  submitted  by  leave,  3134 

Notice  is  not  required  of  a  motion  relative  to 
an  act  of  the  Chair,  3261 ;  or  of  a  motion  to 
revive  the  order  for  the  Committee  of  Sup- 
ply. 3545 

Under  the  first  standing  order  a  seconder  may 
be  dispensed  with  in  the  case  of  a  "front 
bench"  motion,  3608 

If  a  motion  is  put  from  the  Chair,  it  must  be 

*  the  only  question  which  is  before  the 
House,  3613 

A  motion,  although  stated  improperly  the 
Chair  and  debated,  should  be  dealt  with  in 
its  original  form,  5066 

In  the  midst  of  the  discussion  on  a  motion  a 
member  may  move  to  suspend  the  Standing 
Orders,  but  his  motion  will  be  regarded  in 
the  light  of  an  amendment,  3669,  36^3 

A  member  cannot  move  a  second  motion  for 
recommittal,  5070 

A  motion  can  be  accepted  only  by  the  Chair, 
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RnUNGS — Ms.  SpE&EEK — ctHtimud. 

Petfnol  ExflaHotiou  should  always  be  treated 
seriously;  a  member  who  thinks  that  he  has 
been  murepreseiited  ii  entitled  to  have  his 
explanattoa  heard  sjnnpidieticaUy,  and 
should  be  permitted  to  make  his  statement 
in  his  own  way,  1863 

It  is  not  usual  to  allow  a  succesuon  of  per- 
sonal explanations,  3499 

Under  cover  of  a  personal  explanation  a  tnen> 
ber  is  only  entitled  to  rut  before  the  House 
the  true  statement  he  made  :  he  cannot  de- 
bate what  has  been  said  by  another  member 
or  deal  with  misrepresentation  by  another 
member,  3773-4 

In^  a  personal  explanation  a  member  may  refer 
incidentally  to  the  speedt  of  another  mem- 
bei,  but  he  may  not  quote  from  it  at  length, 

A  personal  explanation  is  an  indulgence  which 
snould  be  only  used  on  very  important 
occasions,  40.^6 

A  pewonal  explanation  is  strictly  limited  to 
an  rxplaoalion  of  a  misunderstcioding  which, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  member  concerned, 
has  arisen ;  he  may  not  r'*-open  a  discus- 
sion or  proceed  to  debate  a  ruling,  5168 

A  member  cafanot  make  a  personal  explana- 
tion immediately  after  the  House  has 
ordered  the  question  under  consideration  to 
be  put,  5801,  or  concerning  something  that 
bu  been  done  by  the  Chstxt,  5^01 

Point  of  Order.— tht  form  of  a  motion  as 
amended  is  a  matter  for  the  Home,  not  a 
point  of  order,  3122 

Unless  an_  occurrence  in  Committee  is  re- 
ported, it  cannot  be  taken  exception  to  in 
the  House,  3100 

No  question  of  order  is  involved  in  a  mem- 
ber's exception  to  a  statement  by  another 
memberj  3605 

A  member  may  make  a  complete  statement  of 
a  point  of  order  but  cannot  debate  it,  except 
«t  the  desire  of  the  Chair,  5167 

Printing  Cammiitee.—Tbc  report  of  the  Print- 
mg  Committee  is  simply  a  recommendation 
which  it  is  competent  for  the  House  to  alter 
or  deal  with  as  it  pleases,  6117 

QiteUirNs.—When  the  business  of  the  House 
has  been  interrupted  for  any  considerable 
time,  the  custom  has  been  not  to  permit 
members  to  ask  questions  without  notice,  but 
to  proceed  with  the  questions  on  the  notice- 
paper,  2127 

Questions  to  elicit  information  on  a  subject 
set  down  for  discussion  are  allowed,  3334 

A  question  concerning  a  royal  commission  can- 
not be  put  to  a  private  member,  3507 

It  is  unbecoming  to  put  to  the  Chair  qnestions 
which  nre  disorderly  and  of  an  objection- 
able character,  4040 

Questions  relating  to  the  details  of  measures 
on  the  ooticc-pnper  are  not  in  order,  4160 

A  member  is  hetd  responsible  for  the  accuracy 
of  any  statements  contained  in  a  question. 
7171  ^ 

It  is  not  permissible  to  ask  more  than  one 
question  8t  a  time,  7228 


Rulings— Ma.  i>nAKMa.—contimted. 

Questions,  especially  questions  without  notice, 
must  be  put  without  expression  of  opinion 
or  comment,  or  any  attempt  at  debate,  7231 

QuetaHons  and  References. — On  a  motion  fox 
adjournment,  a  member  may  refer  to  the 
busuess  on  the  notice-paper  only  incidoit- 
ally,  191 1 

A  member  may  reply  to  anything  that  has  been 
said  in  the  deoate.  but  he  should  not  refer 
to  a  statement  that  has  been  withdrawn, 
1912,  or  repeat  it,  2319 

The  rule  that  a  member  shall  be  referred  to 
by  the  name  ol  his  constituency  should  al- 
ways  be  observed,  1913;  except,  perhaps, 
whwi  he     out  of  Australia,  1910 

It  is  out  of  order  to  read  any  document  or 
statement  which  charges  a  member  with  say- 
ing what  is  not  true,  2054,  or  any  words 
that  reflect  upon  a  member,  7233-4, 

It  is  not  permissible  to  read  from  a  newspaper 
or  other  print  anything  which  rellects  upon 
another  member,  eves  though  the  language 
wa^  used  in  the  House  on  a  previous  occn- 
siou,   2113-4,  2177 

The  standing  order  against  quoting  from  the 
report  of  a  debate  of  the  session  has  always 
be«n  interpreted  very  liberalty ;  but  members 
ought  not  to  avail  themselves  too  freely  of 
that  liberal  interpretation>  3315 

It  is  just  as  disorderly  to  read  a  statement 
which  discusses  a  question  not  in  order  as 
it  is  to  discuss  the  question  itself,  2964 

It  is  not  competent  to  debate  a  (question  which 
was  under  review  on  a  previous  occasion, 
3499J  to  refer  to  a  vote  of  the  House  for  the 
application  of  the  closure,  6490;  to  allude 
to  any  measure  pending  in  another  place, 
6980-90,  or  the  action  of  a  senator  relati^-e 
thereto,  6981-4 

Statements  made  under  cover  of  a  personal 
explanation    are    not    part   of    the  debate. 

On  a  motion  to  dissent  from  a  ruling,  only 
relevant  matter  may  be  quoted,  3666-7,  3679 

A  letter  which  has  been  read  several  times 
should  not  be  read  in  extfnso,  3740-1 

It  is  unusual  to  have  a  speech  made  in  one 
session  reproduced  in  globo  in  aiwther  :  the 
sense  of  the  speech  might  be  quoted,  4379 

A  member  should  not  read  what  has  been  read 
to  the  House  by  a  previous  q>eaker,  5961 

Right  of  Refly  does  not  extend  to  a  motion 
for  adjournment  to  discuss  an  urgent  matter, 
5436,  or  to  a  motion  for  the  third  reading 

of  .1  Bin,  5791, 

Right  of  Speech. — If  during  the  discnsston  of 
a  motion  for  adjournnvent  the  mover  obtains 
and  exercises  leave  to  lay  a  paper  00  the 
table,  that  act  will  not  close  the  debate,  1724 

A  member^  who  has  made  a  personal  explana- 
timi  daring  the  debate  on  a  question  is  not 
entitled  to  speak  again  to  that  question,  178S 

In  the  absence  of  a  motion  no  member  is  en- 
titled to  speak,  except  by  leave,  or  to  a 
point  of  order  or  a  matter  of  privilege,  1899 

When  there  is  no  question  before  the  House 
the  Prime  Minister  cannot  speak,  except  by 
leave,  25^;? ;  nor  the  leader  of  the  Oppo* 
tittoa,  3558.  ^  I 
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Rulings' — Mr.  Speaker — continued. 

Where  the  Prime  Minister  has  made  a  request 
to  the  House  he  may  be  followed  bv  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  without  leave, 
a564. 

A  memb(.r  ought  to  be  prepared  either  to 
move  at  once  the  adjoummeut  of  the  debate 
oa  a  question,  or  to  go  on  with  his  speech, 

<947 

A  member  who  has  spoken  to  the  main  ques- 
tioD  cannot  propose  an  amendment,  but  he 
may  speak  to  the  motion  as  amended,  or  to 
an  amendment  if  movea  by  another  member, 

A  member  cannot  speak  twice  to  an  amend- 
ment, 3493,  or  to  a  question,  but  he  may 
raise  a  second  point  of  order,  3544 

If  a  motion  to  suspend  the  Standing  Orders 
is  interposed  durin;;  the  debate  on  a  motion, 
and  a  member  speaks  to  the  former  motion 
and    it    is    carried,    it  will   be  competent 
•  for  him  to  speak  later  to  the  main  question, 

3673 

Members  who  have  nol  spoken  to  the  ques- 
tion may,  by  continually  interjecting,  lose 
their  opportunity  to  address  the  House, 
4495 

The  practice  of  the  House  is  that  the  Prime 
Minister  should  be  called  directly  he  rises. 

5791),  5802 

It  is  usual  to  give  precedeni''  to  n  memhei 
desiring   to   make    a    persona!  exphmatioo. 

5799 

Rulings. — A  ruling  cannot  be  dissented  from 
or    canvassed     »t    a    subsequent  period, 

3660-7 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  Speaker,  without  a  motion 
being  moved,  to  put  the  question  that  a  Com- 
mittee's report  be  printed,  209a 

A  member  must  ol>ey  the  direction  of  the 
Chair,  2137 

It  is  the  right  of  the  Chair  to  so  control  de- 
bate that  the  feelings  of  a  member  shall  not 
be  offended,  3530. 

Standing  Orders. — Whether  a  suspension  of 
rules  is  a  matter  of  ur^rent  necessity  is  a 

auestion  for  determination  by  the  mover  of 
le  motion,  not  by  the  Speaker,  who  must 
always  be  guided  by  the  leaders  of  the 
House,  361  r. 
The  grant  of  leave  to  move  a  motion  for  the 
printing  of  a  petition  suspends  standing 
order  91,  6r4i 

Suffly. — ^When  the  question  proposed  under 
standing  order  241  is  negatived,  the  prac- 
tice is  to  revive  the  order  for  the  Com- 
mittee of  Supply,  3544-5 

[See  Salmon,  Dr.  C.  C] 

Weaker,  Mr.  Pepnty. 

It  has  not  been  usual  to  notice  the  use  of  such 
language  as  "  dirty  Ministry  "  and  "  dirtv 
Whip";  but  when  an  objection  is  taken 
the  words  must  be  withdrawn  unreservedly. 
"99 

[See  McDonald,  Mr.  C] 


Rulings — continued. 
Gi9A,  Tbe. 

Adjournment  of  Debate. — After  the  question  has 
been  put,  it  is  too  late  to  take  the  objection 
that  the  mover  was  not  in  order  in  submitting 
the  motion  after  he  had  spoken  to  the  ques- 
tion:  the  division  must  be  concluded,  t;^ 

Chairman  of  Conunittees. 

Bills. — A  private  member  is  not  entitled  to 
move  an  amcDdment  which  involves  an  in- 
crease in  public  expenditure,  1432-3,  1453, 
'578,  1598^  1599.  1600,  3563 
Provided  that  uo  additional  taxation  is  in- 
volved, a  member  may  move  an  amendment 
to  omit  words  from  a  section  of  the  Prin- 
cipal Act  with  which  the  clause  deals,  1464 ; 
or  to  insert  in  the  Bill  a  clause  adding  words 
to  a  section  of  the  Act,  1585,  or  a  clause 
adding  a  new  part  to  the  Act,  4891-8 
A  consequential  amendment  may  be  made  by 

the  Chair  if  desired  by  the  Committee,  2226 
On  a  motion  to  disagree  with  an  amendment  of 
the  Senate,  a  member  may  submit  a  proposal 
to  limit  the  scope  of  the  amendment,  2240-1 
An  amendment  to  postpone  the  issue  of  a  pro- 
■^lamation  until  after  a  referendum  has  been 
taken  is  in  order,  5201 
An   amendment  to  an   amendment,   which  so 
broadens   out    the   question    as   to  embrace 
(juile   a   different   principle    from    that  af- 
firmed on  the  second  reading  is  out  of  order, 
and  should  not  have  been  accepted,  6409 
An  amendment  to  forbid  the  issue  of  liquor 
licences  in  and   for  the  Federal  Territory 
cxci'pt  on  ii  majority  vote  of  the  residents, 
is  relevant  to  a  clause  for  continuing  the 
State  laws  therein,  6470 
On  the  first  clause  the  Minister  in  charge  of 
the  Bill  c:innot  make  a  general  statement  of 
the  amendments  which  be  proposes  to  sub- 
mit, 6877 

Closure. — I  f  an  amendment  to  a  clause  is 
under  consideration  when  a  motion  to  applv 
the  closure  is  carried,  only  the  amendment 
is  put  to  the  Committee,  and  if  that  ques- 
tion  is  negatived,  a  member  may  submit  a 
fur'her  amendment  or  a  motion  to  close 
the  aebatc  on  the  clause,  3554-5 
Debate. — A  member  cannot  discuss  a  question 
which  has  been  ruled  out  of  order,  1467, 
?599 

In  discussing  an  amendment  to  a  Bill,  a  mem- 
*ber  may  reply  to  a  charge  made  against  him ; 
but  he  cannot  enter  upon  a  general  defence 
of  the  policy  a  .d  administration  of  the  pre- 
vious Government,  1587 
After  the  general  discussion  on  the  first  item 
of  the  Estimates  for  a  Department  is 
closed,  the  rule  of  relevancy  applies, 
2759,  and  when  the  rule  is  relaxed  in  the 
case  of  a  Minister  a  reply  from  the  Oppo- 
sition is  permitted,  2741.  If  a  deliberate 
charge  is  made  by  a  Minister  a  member  has 
the  right  to  reply  to  it ;  but  the  question 
cannot  be  debated  by  the  whole  of  the 
Committee,  2742 
On  a  motion  involving  a  grant  of  supply  for 
a  specific  purpose  a  member  cannot  discuss 
the  whole  range  of  financial  affairs,  3588,  or 
make  a  second-reading  speech,  3590.  The 
debate  should  be  confined  to  the  qaestion  of 
appropriation,  3591-3^ 

Digitized  by  CjOOg  IC 


cx 


Index  to  SiiljecU. 


RouNGs — Chairman  of  Committees — continued. 

A  second-reading  speech  cannot  be  made  on  a 

clause  of  a  Bill,  4574 
The  subject-matter  of  an  item  relating  to  last 

year's  eocpendfture  Cfinnot  be  referred  to  at 

that  stage,  7100 

la  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  a  member 
cannot  re-open  the  discussion  of  a  matter 
which  has  just  been  disposed  of  by  the 
House,  5440  ' 

Except  by  leave,  an  account  of  the  fiiuuicial 
situation  cannot  be  given  on  the  first  division 
of  the  Supplementary  Estimates,  7191 

Dtmsians. — If   that   part   of    the  Chamber 

which  is  set  apart  for  visitors  is  roped  off 
and  occupied  by  a  member  when  the  lellen 
are  appointed,  his  vote  cannot  be  recorded, 
495 » 

Language,  Parliamentary. — A  member  should 
withdraw  a  remark  to  which  exception  is 
taken,  as  being  offensiTe  to  another  member, 
even  though  the  remark  may  not  be  unpar- 
liamentary, 1606-7,  481^' 

Language,   Unfarliameniary. — Out  of  order — 
to  say  the  members  of  a  Koyal  Commission 
are  all  after  what  they  can  catch,  520 ;  the 
Chairman  permits  a  member  to  be  insult- 
ing, 526;  u  member  puts  questions  in  an 
insulting  way,  2743;  the  criticism  of  the 
Opposition  is  disgraceful,  6382 
to  describe  a  member  as  a  traitor,  521 ;  a 
coward,  1605;   a  bully,  1605;  an  insult- 
ing brute  or  a  pig,  3743 
to  remark  that   a   member's  statement  is 

scandalous,  4953;  sickening,  5276 
to  state  that  a  member  with  his  laugh  recalls 
the   bray   of   an   ass,    3C50 ;    is  priggish 
enough  to  think  that  he  knows  something 
of  the  subject,  4893 
to  ask  "  Is  this  bullying  ?  ",  1605 
to  refer  to  an  action  taken  in  the  House  as  a 
disgraceful   exhibition,  6310 
Personal   Explanation. — A   member    may  not 
explain  why  he  took  a  certain  course  in  re- 
gard to  a  proposal  on  which  the  Committee 
has  come  to  a  decision,  6134 
Points  oj  Order. — A  member  is  not  trealmg 
the  Chair  properly  when  he  rises  ostensibly 
to  a  point  of  order,  but  really  to  rebuke 
another  member,  3568 
Procedure. — A  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
may  settle  its  own  procedure,  without  a  re^ 
ference  to  the  Speaker,  1433-4 
A  motion  to  report  progress  can  be  submitted 
by  the  speaker,  must  be  put  without  de- 
bate, and  is  not  open  to  a  point  of  order, 
2586 

Quotations  and  Referenct-s.~\  member  may 
refer  in  general  terms  to  something  that  h.is 
taken  place  in  another  phice  during  the  ses- 
sion, but  he  must  not  quote  details,  619 

A  member  must  not  discuss  what  was  rione  in 
another  place,  2342,  or  what  took  place  in 
Uie  House  at  the  previous  sitting,  6309-10 

It  is  out  of  order  to  read  from  an  article 
A  commenting  on  something  done  in  the  cham* 
of  -,  5570 

7*7' 'I. — ^The  Chair  cannot  give  a  ruling  on  n 
It  is  nol"  of  custom,  2017 
question'Sfe  McDonald,  Mr.  C] 


RmsitC%— continued. 

Chairmen  of  OommitteaB.  TampiwMfy. 

Mk.  Cbouch  : 
Debate, — If  unanimous  leave  is  given, 
Chair  can  ptostpone  the  consideration  of 
Senate  division  of  the  Estimates  to  pei> 
mit  later  of  a  resumption  of  the  Budget 
debate  on  the  first  item,  2S84.    Should  a 
large  number  of  items  have  been  passed 
when  that  debate  is  resumed,  it  will  de- 
pend upon  the  ruling  of  the  Cbatrman 
whether  they  can  be  referred  to,  3885 
In  the  debate  on  ^e  Budget  a  member  is  bi 
order  in  protesting  against  the  passii^  of 
any  items,  3886 

Quotations  and  References. — A  member  has 
no  right  to  refer  to  a  vote  or  the  views  of 
the  occupant  of  the  Chair,  5609 

Language,  Unfar'iamentary.~-Ont  of  order  to 
state  that  a  member  is  saying  what  he 
knows  to  be  untrue,  3980;  has  been  guilty 
of  the  basest  dishonour,  72S3;  has  broke* 
his  word  of  honour,  7288 

Mr.  Johnson  : 
Debate. — It  is  usual  to  allow  a  little  latitude 

to  the  Leader  of  the  Oppoution,  3973 
Interruptions, — ^A  member  must  not  talk  ia 

the  gangway,  5392 
No  rule  prevents  a  member  from  goin^  about 

the  chamber  calling  members  out  of  it,  5391 
Language,     Unfarliameniary. — Out    of  order 

to  style  a  member  a  lap-dog,  3971 
Points  of  Order. — At  any  time  a  point  of 

order  may  be  roised,  3034  - 
Quotations   and    References. — It    is    not  ii 

order   to   refer    specifically    to  the  Senate, 

3024 

Right  of  Speech. — A  motion  to  report  pro- 
gress is  not  debatable,  3099 

Mr.   POVNTON  : 
Debate. — Except  by  leave,  a  member  cannot 
debate  a  matter  not  relevant  to  the  ques* 

tion,  2772 

Language,  Unparliamentary. — Out  of  order 
to  refer  to  a  section  of  the  House  as  a  push, 
3784 

PETITIONS. 

Senate  : 

Abolition  01  State  Parliaments  and  Govern- 
ments, from  3,250  electors  for  a  refereadun 
on  the  (Senator  £.  J.  Russell),  5096 

Defence  Bill,  from  Women's  Christian 
Temperance  Union  of  Tasmania,  for  omis- 
sion of  provision  for  regular  military  train- 
ing of  males  over  the  uge  of  twelve  (Sena- 
tor Macfarl  ine),  3S58;  from  executive  offi- 
cers of  Women'»  Christian  Temperance 
Union  of  South  Australia,  against  compnl- 
sory  military  training  of  boys  and  youn; 
men  (Senator  Story),  5287 ;  from  three 
members  of  the  Women's  Christian  Tem- 
perance Union,  against  compulsory  mili- 
tary training  and  service  (Senator  Colonel 
Neild),  6107;  from  officers  and  mem- 
bers of  Women's  Christian  Temperance 
Union  of  Queensland,  against  compulsory 
military  training  and  service  of  boys  anil 
young  men  (Senator  Stewaft),  643a 
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PirmONS — eotUinued. 

Old-age  Pensions,  Itum  othcers  and  members 
of  Women's  Libera!  Leayue  of  New  South 
Waleb  foi  amecdmcnt  ot  Act  to  provide 
against  refusal  of  on  the  ground  of  colour 
(Senator  rulsfoid),  5287 ;  from  ofiBcers  and 
members  of  Wagga  Branch  of  League 
(Senator  PuUford),  5287 

House  0/  Fefreseniaiivet : 

Abolition  of  State  FarJiaments  and  Govern- 
ments, from  58,209  electors  of  the  Common- 
wealth for  a  referendum  on  the  (Mr.  Bam- 
ford),  237 

Compensation,  from  Robert  Lawrence  Moore, 
for  (Mr.  Bowdcn),  ri44 

Defence  Bill,  from  Women's  Christian 
Temperance  Union  of  New  South  Wales, 
for  amendment  of  compulsory  training  pro- 
visions as  aflfectiag  boys  and  young  meu 
(Mr.  Hall),  4848 

latematioaal  Peace,  from  Peace  Society  for 
the  creation  of  a  sub-department  to  culti- 
vate international  friendliness ;  that  no 
teaching  connected  solely  with  military 
training  be  imparted  to  children  under 
eighteen  years  of  age ;  that  neither  riSes 
nor  uniforms  be  supplied  to  them ;  that  a 
resolution  be  passed  in  favour  of  the  limi- 
tation and  reduction  of  armaments  (Dr. 
Maloney),  4741 

Public  Service  Superannuation  Fund,  from 
3,072  members  of  the  Public  Srrvice,  for 
establishment  of  (Mr.  Wilks),  220^ 

Sugar  Industry,  from  sugar-cane  growers  for 
an  inquiry  into  their  position,  and  relief 
(ron.  present  disabilities  (Mr.  Archer),  4848 : 
m.  (by  Ml.  Edwards)  for  printing  of  moved 
and  (lebalcd,  6141  ;  agreed  lo,  6142 

Unification  of  States,  from  96  residents  of  Ne^v 
Zealand,  formerly  ot  Australia,  for  a  re- 
ferendum on  the  (Mr.  Bamford),  814 

FOSmASTEB-CmNEEAL. 

Admnistkation. 

House  of  Refresenlalives: 

Deputy  Postmasters-Ge'nertl,  suffly,  5443 
Secretary  of  Department,  n^/.,  469,  470; 
tuffly,  7179 

Staff,  necessity  for  enlarging,  sufflvt 
5110,  5124,  5441 

Question  by  Mr.  Thomas  Brown,  Post  nnd 
Telegraph  Act  Amendment  Bill,  6434 

Post  and  Telegraph  Bnx,  under  "  Bnxs."] 

Cables. 

Senate  : 

Motion  by  Senator  Pearce,  for  appoint- 
ment of  Select  Committee  to  inquire 
into  press  cable  service,  3330;  debated, 
4233-4250,  481S-4839,  4839-4847 ;  amend- 
ment by  Senator  Dobson  to  insert  words 
instructing  Committee  to  inquire  as  to 
"  best  means  of  increasing  the  supply 
of  cables  and  their  more  extensive  dis- 
tribution," 4250 ;  motion  for  adjourn- 
ment of  debate  negatived,  4839 ;  Senator 
Dobson's  amendment  agreed  to,  4847 ; 
paragraph  i  of  motion  agreed  to,  4847; 


PosTUASTEB-GcHKKAL — conUnuei. 

QkXixSi—eoiUinued. 

ballot  for  membership  of  Committee  de- 
manded, 4847 ;  ballot  taken,  4909-10 ; 
Committee  ordered  to  bring  up  report  by 
24th  November,  52r6;  message  sent  from 
House  of  Representatives  asking  for 
leave  to  the  Hon.  Hugh  Mabon  to  give 
evidence,  5667 ;  message  annoimcing 
leave,  5696;  leave  given  to  sit  in  Syd- 
ney, 5670;  resignation  of  Senator  Neild, 
5908;  Senator  Chntaway  appointed, 
6083 ;  leave  asked  to  move  for  exten* 
<ion  of  time  for  bringing  up  report, 
6r97 ;  point  raised  as  to  whether  Com- 
mittee was  empowered  to  continue  pro- 
ceedings without  securing  extension  of 
♦ime,  adj.,  6248;  question  as  to  proce. 
dure,  6314;  time  for  presentation  "of  re- 
pwrt  extended  to  1st  December,  6315-21; 
question  of  privilege,  as,  to  admission  of 
press  to  meetings  of  Committee,  6490- 
6^04 ;  question  of  privilege  a&  to  al> 
leged  disclosure  of  proceedings  of  Com- 
mittee to  pr^ss,  0-04-7 ;  question  by 
Senator  Neild,  postponement  of  an 
order  of  ttie  day,  6585 ;  report  pre- 
sented, 6916;  evidence  of  Mr.  L.  K. 
Mackinnon  conreming  Mr.  Mahon, 
M.P.,  adj.,  6977;  question  of  privtlepe 
ns  to  newspaper  Mimmaries  of  Commit* 
tees'  report,  7018-20;  votes  of  Senator 
Neild,  exfl.,  7021  ;  orders  of  the  day 
M-lth  reference  to  Committee  discharged, 
721  r 

Pacific  cable,  suffly,  659 
Tasmanian  cable,  adj.,  4936-7 
Questions  by — 

Senator  McGregor,  Pacific  Cable,  1366 
Senator  Pearce,  press  cables,  1472 
Senator  Keating,   Sunday  business  on 
Tasmanian   cable,   2352,   2814,  3410, 
4899 

Senator     Pulsford,     State  guarantees. 
Pacific  Cable,  3410 

House  of  Refresentalives : 

Press  messages,  Budget,  2421 
Pacitic  cable,  suffly. 

Motion  by  Mr.  Deakin  giving  leave  to  Mr. 
Mahon  to  give  evidence  before  Senate 
Committee  on  press  cable  service,  5714 

Question  by  Mr.  Bruce  Smttli,  cable  rates, 
5^39 

FOIANCE. 
Senate  : 

Expenditure,  Budget,  2455,  2721,  2849, 
293J 

Revenue,  supply,  4^10 

Questions  by  Senator  Pulsford,  expenditure 
on  departmental  postage,  telegrams,  and 
telephones,  1635,  52r6,  5394 

[See  Telephones,] 
House  of  Refresentattves: 
Cost  of  making  service  efficient,  address, 
2871  Budget,  zsjy;  supply,  2749,  2750, 

275'.  3756,  2758 
Estimates  of  Rcp:irlment,  suffly,  ?r7t, 
Loan  policy,  supply,    2750,   2755,  2758, 
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I'Ostuaster^General — efftttinued. 
Finance — continued. 

Profit    OD    operatioas    of  Departmeat, 

Budget,  2577 
Revenue  and  Expenditare,  Budget,  S411, 

3414,   3431,   3426,    3441,    2505,  2576, 

38S1  ;  suffh>  4279 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  John  Thomson,  statement  of  re- 
ceipts and  expenditure,  2008 

Mr.  Hutchison,  loss  on  telegraphs  and 
teleplwnes,  3806 

FUUDS. 

House  oi  Refresentatives: 

Question  by  Mr.  Fowler,  frauds  in  Wes- 
tern Australia,  4743 

f 

LvnxR  AND  Pillar  Boxes. 

House  of  Refresentaiives: 

Question  by  Mr.  Poynton,  delay  in  sup- 
plying letter  botes,  $426 

Lbtters,  Collection  and  Deuvest  of. 

House  of  Refresentaiives: 

Delayed  and  undelivered  letters,  suffly, 
6031 

Questions  by — 

Mr.   Fairbaim,  use  of  motor  cars  for 

collectioD     of     letters,     1521 ;  Mr. 

Thomas  Brown,  2298,  2^ 
Mr.   Edward^,  daily  dehveiy  at  Pin- 

kenba,  1521 
Mr.  Chanter,  late  and  non*delivery  nf 

letters  at  Junee.  zooS,  2199 
Dr.  Maloney,  return  of  unclaimed  corre- 
spondence, 3560,  3604 
Mr.  Bamford,  manufacture  of  private 

letter-box  fronts,  3358 
Mr.   Johnson,  delivery    of    letters  at 

Wanstead  and  South  Belmore,  3656 

[See  Prohibition  of  Corresfondence.] 

Mails. 
Senate : 

Vancouver  Service,  supply,  3418,  3425 
Motion  by  Senator  Macfarlane,  for  return 

of     dates  of  detention  of  mails  from 

Great  Britain  to  Tasmania,  1473 
Questions  by — 

Senator  Macfarlane,  delayed  Tasmanian 
mails,  183T ;  Senator  Keating,  6690 

Senator  Henderson,  European  mails  by 
Orient  steamers,  1954 ;  Senator  de 
Largie,  6692  ;  Senator  Keating,  6692  ; 
Senator  Clemens,  6692 

Senator  Macfarlane,  detention  of  Eng- 
lish mails  at  Fremantle,  3om,  2256, 
4008;  Senator  Savers,  2055 

Senator   Pulsford,  '"All   Red"  route, 

Senator  Sayers,  Queensland  mails, 
6937;  Senator  demons,  6937,  7020 

House  of  Refrfsent^tives : 

Canowindra-Toolong  service,  sufply,  7187 
Contract  Regulations,  suffly,  3375 
Cooma-Ooulbum  mails,  adj.,  6794 


POSTMA  ST£K-GCNEKAL — tentinuti. 
Mails — tontinued. 

Country  facilities,  supply,  1203,  6oait 
7187 

Flinders  Island  servicCj  suf^y^  3393 
Kelhilai:-Warrackaabeal      mail  service, 

expL,  -S3,  814 
Mount   Vincent-Maitland  service,  suffly, 

3379 

Orient  service,  Budge/,  2421 
Pacific  Islands  service,  supply,  3037-40 
Queensland  services,  supply,  6026,  6032 
Refrigerating   space    on    mail  steamers, 

supply,  7185 
Tasnianian    mail    services,    suffly,  3393, 

5443 

lenders,  supply,  6038 

Questions  by — 
Mr.  F.airbaim,  alleged  cruelty  to  horses 

of  mail  contractors,  1308 
Mr.  Hall,  Cole<BenUy  mail  bag  lalwli, 

1309,  1779,  2488,  1768 
Mr.  Archer,  mail  facilities  for  outlying 

settlements,  1521 
Ml.    Atkinson,  trips  of  tl^e  LooHgana, 

577<> 

Ml.    Ham  ford,   Cairns-Cooktown  mails, 

6867,  7067 
Mr.  Hedges,  European  mails  by  Orient 

steamers,  1779 
Mr.  Frazer,  stay  of  steamers  at  Port 

Melbourne,  4038,  4039 
Mr.   At k inson ,  tenders  for  Tasmanian 

service,  4251 
Mr.  Hall,  Cooma-Goutburn  mails,  6536 
Mr.  Hedges,  English  mails,  calling  at 

Albany,  433^ 
Mr.  Fowler,  time  table  English  mails, 

4623;  Mr.  Hedges,  4939 
Mr.  O'Malley,  Tasmanion  mails,  7328 

METEOROLOCy. 
Senate. • 

Motion  by  Senator  I«ynch  re  wider  dutri- 
bution  of  weather  forecasts,  4533 ;  de- 
bated, 4536-40;  negatived,  4540 

Question  by  Senator  Lynch,  use  of  tele 
phone  for  transmission  of  weather  fore- 
casts, 4504 

Money  Orders,  etc. 
Senate  : 

Question  by  Senator  McGregor,  dmge  by 
banks  on  postal  notes  and  money  ordei^ 

959'  ^364 

House  of  Representatives : 

Bank  charge  un  postal  notes,  ad).,  1866-78 
Compensation  for  loss  of  money  order, 
Kalgoorlie    Post    Office,  sufply,  4254, 

4275 

Postal  Notes :  Open,  adj.,  1723 
Questions  by — 
Mr.  O'Malley,  charge  by  banks  on  pos- 
tal notes  and  money  orders,  0S4,  1420 
Mr.   Hall,   facilities  for  obtaining,  at 

Kangiara,  1919 
Mr.  Wise,  purchase  of  postal  notes  at 
recetTing  offices,  6536 
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^ovnixsnat-GmtSM.— continued. 

OlVICKRS  ANU    TeUPOBARY  EhPLOYBS. 

Senate : 

Fines  Inflicted  by  Deputy  Postmaster- 
GcQetal,  Queensland,  i^tflyt  343'* 
3434>  43^4 

Motion  by  Senator  Givens  for  Tetum  of 

fines  imposed  on  officers  in  Queensland, 
4208 

Sunday  Pay,  Telephone  Fitters,  supfly, 
3435i  343^ 

System  of  Temporary  Employment,  sup- 


TelegrajHi  Messengers,  country  offices,  ad- 
dress, 74 

Wages  of  temporary  employes,  payment 

of,  supply,  770-83 
Questions  by — 

Senator  Needham,  case  of  P.  J.  Ley. 
den,  306,  1369 

Senator   PuIsTord,   temporary  employes 
on    telephone    tunnel,    Perth,  1470, 
1609;  Senator  Giveas,  ,1610;  Senator, 
de  Largie,  1610  x 

Senator  Givens,  Sjinday  work  of  tele- 
phone titters^  iBto,  1730 

Senator  Siefegrt,  case  of  H.  J.  Selby, 
1728^  ' 

Scn^tt'or    Stewart,    finei    at  Brisbane 

office,  5og6 
Sienator     Keating,    telegraphists'  type- 
''writers.  5097,  5288,  5384 
'  ffouse  of  Representatives: 

/    Accountant,    departmental ,    and  private 
^        auditing,  suffly,  4271,  5120 
Appointments,  sufitly,  7186 
Compensation  to  Widows  of  Officers,  sup- 

fiy.  3366.  3383 

Electoral  work  of  officers,  supply,  7185 
Furlough,   DuDgog   Postmaster,  supfiy, 
3379 

Inspectors,  sufply,  7189 

Old-age  Pensions,  payment  of  by  postal 

officials,  supply,  596,  597,  598 
Overtime,  payment  for,  supply,  5442,  5443 
Postmistresses,    appoinfnient    of,  tufply, 
5121 

Promotions,  supply,  5111.  ^122,  5125,  7187 
Sorting   tests,    supply,   4271,   5111.  5121, 

Staff,  insufficiency  of,  supply,  5110,  ^124 
Telegraph  messengers,  adj.,  5286 
TelegrapSisfs,   necessity    for  increase  of, 

supply,  5441 
Telegraphists,  piomotion,  supply,  5443 
Telegraphists*  typewriters,  suppiy,   5441 1 

5443 

Temporarr  Employ^,  Budget,  2506 
Wages,  schedule  of,  adj„  5453 ;  abs.,  54«:5 
Questions  by — 

Mr.   Page,   salaries  of  telephone  at< 

tendants,  371 
Mr.    Bowden,   associations  of  officers, 
1308 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts,  General  Division  exami- 
nation, 1308 

Mr.  Johnson,  promotions,  1430;  Mr.  T. 
Brown,  4928 

Mr.  Johnson,  salaries,  case  of  H.  J. 
Selbv,  1778 

Mr.  Wise,  seniority  of  officers,  1788 

Mr.  Roberts,  overtime,  1918 


POSTHASTER-GlNEKAL— ftfA/fflwJ. 

Officers  and  Temporary  Employes — eon- 
tinmed. 

Questions  by — continued. 

Mr.  Chanter,  sorters,  Sydney  office, 
2653 

Mr.  Roberts,  mail  sorters^  overtime, 
3770 

Dr.  Maloney,  holidays  for  telegraph 
messengers,  2947 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown,  number  of  tele- 
graphists, Sydney  and  Melbourne,  and 
number  of  typewriters,  3020 

Mi.  Mauger,  labourers'  wages,  3259 

Mr.  Crouch,  appointment  of  pole  dres- 
sers, 3507 

Mr.  Iliomas  Brown,  days  in  lieu  of 
public  holidays,  telephone  attendants, 
37  »4 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown,  prosecution  of  offi- 
cial at  Moree,  4039 

Mr.  Tudor,  minimnm  wage,  adult  offi- 
cers, 4041 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown,  employment  of  tele- 
graph messengers  and  linemen,  4351 

Mr.  Bamford,  protection  of  labourers 
on  Cape  York  Peninsula  telegraph 
line,  4S5r 

Mr.    Mahon,    appointment    of  officer, 

Perth  office,  4551 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown,  payment  of  incre- 
ments, 4551,  4928  > 

Mr.  Chanter,  case  of  C.  A.  Beard, 
mail  driver,  4743,  49.^6 

Mr.  Chanter,  interpretation  of  rule  83, 
4744 

Mr.  John  Thomson,  deductions  for 
quarters,  4850 

Mr.  Watkins,  case  of  Mr.  Quirk,  post- 
master, Parramatta,  4929,  5105 

Mr.  Catts,  letter  sorters'  tests,  4955 

Dr.  Maloney,  wages  of  electricians, 
4956 

Mr.  Tudor,  rates  of  pay  for  skilled 

labour,  ^1^2 
Mr.  Thomas  Brown,  cash  payments  for 

overtime,  5426 
Mr.  Watkins,  employment  of  boys,  S4.S5 
Mr.  Batchelor,  pay  of  inspecting  line- 
men, 5776 
Mr.  Johnson,  sorters,  Sydney  office,  5809 
Mr.  F.   Foster,  line  construction  work, 

61 18;  Mr.  John  Thomson,  6993 
Dr.    Wilson,    alleged    sweating,  Birre- 

guira  office,  6250 
Mr.  Kelly,  hours  of  postmasters,  6370 
Mr.   Spence,   female  cleaners,  Sydney 
office,  7171 

P.^rcels. 


llousf  of  Representatives: 

Tenders    for    carrying    Parcels,  supply, 
3367.  3402 

Pigeon  Post. 

House  of  Representatives : 

Mount  Ida,  Western  Australia,  suggested 


Index  to  Sv^/ecU, 


POSTUASTUt-GENEKAL-^tflfA'llWtf. 

Postage,  Penny. 
Senate  : 

Questions  by — 
Senator  Symoo.  penny  postage  in  Ade- 
laide and  suburbs,  4503,  4789 
Senator   Neild,    peony   postage.  New 
South  Wales,  4789 

House  ef  Refresentativei : 
Question  by  Mr.  Catts,  pr<»)osa)s  of  Go- 
vernment, 1309;  Mr.  Sinclair,  6631 

Postal  Rates. 
Senate : 
Questions  by — 

Senator  Pulsford,  equalizing  of  rates, 
3610;  Senator  Keating,  5003;  Sean- 
tor  DobsoD,  5003 
Senator  Fiodley,  newspaper  rates,  5003 

House  of  Refresentativei: 

Uniform  postage,  supply,  6037 

Post  and  Telegraph  Offices. 

Senate  : 

Balaclava  office,  suffly,  2837 
Murray  Bridge,  sufply,  3837 
Sydney  office,  supply,  3837 

Questions  by — 
Senator   E.   J.   Russell,   watchman  at 
Melbourne  General  Post  Office,  2068, 

3255 

Senator  Vardon,  Sydney  Office,  3305, 
34  »o 

House  of  Representatives: 

Brunswick  office,  foundation  stone,  adj.t 
3803-4 

Contract  offices,  supply,  5444 
Cook's  River  office,  supply,  6030 
Country  offices,  supply,  3384 
Geelong  office  :  clock,  adj-^  3804 
Grading  of,  supply,  7190 
Herberton  office,  supply,  3748 
Insanitary  offices,  supply,  3367 
Koorawatba  office,  supply,  7187 
Lilydale  office,  supply,  7188 
Longwood  office^  supply^  6033 
Meekatbarra  omce,  sufply,  5445 
Motion  by  Mr.  Chanter,  for  production 
of  papers,  in  connexion  with  proposed 
additions  to  General  Post  Office,  Sydney, 
2300 

Mungana  office,  supply,  €on 

Riogwood  office,  supply,  3384 

Seymour  office,  supply,  7188 

St.  Peter's  office,  Adelaide,  suffly,  J747 

Sydney  office,  supply,  7106 

Wanstead  office,  supply,  6039 

Wynyard  office,  supply,  6055 

Yarra  Bandai  office,  supply,  33S4 

Ztllmanton  office,  supply,  6034 

Questions  bv — 
Dr.  Liddcll,  Cessnock  office,  113 
Mr.  Crouch,  guarantees,  373 
Mr.  O'Malley,  Wynyard  office,  273,  7338 
7220 

Mr.  Webster,  Moree  office,  loqi 

Mr.  Catts,  caretakers  of  posl>offices  in 

State  Cnnitah,  r^o8 
Mr.  Chanter,  Junce  office,  1^09 
Dr.  Wilson,  Warrnambool  office,  1533 


POSTUASTIB^GKIIEBAL— 

Post  and  TELsciApa  OvTvxs^eomiiuMr^. 
Questions  by — " 

Mr.    Chanter,    Sydney    General  FM 
Office,  2007,  jaot ;  Mr.  Johnseo,  3051. 
Mr.  Reid,  4850 
Mr.  Chanter,  -WincheDdon  Vale  oBu, 
3199 

Mr.  Chanter,  Deniliquio  office,  ajoa 
Dr.  Maloney,  female  cleaners,  2564 
Mr.  Crouch,  Korobeit  office*  3051 
Mr.  Crouch,  Bungaree  office,  35x4,  3573 
Mr.   Tudor,   foundation   stones  of  mem 

offices,  4069 
Mr.  Fowler,  Perth  office,  4454 
Mr.    T.    Brown,  alleged    sweating  ii 

Yeranderie  office,  and  allowanoes  s 

lieu  of  quarters,  4634 
Mr.  Reid,  Haymarket  office,  Sydner, 

4850 

Mr.  J.  Thomson,  reducing  atatw 

offices,  571 1 
Mj-,    Poyaton,    William    Creek  db% 

571'- 

Mr.  CrolUch,  Leigh  Creek  office,  7339 

Press  Cable  Seevice.  J^^e  Cables.] 

Phohibition  of  Corrksp 
Senate  : 
Question  by  Senator  Keating, 
hibited  from  reoeiyine; 
„  5667 

House  of  Representatives  : 

Freeman  and  Wallace  case,  adf.^  17, 
Question  by  Dr.  Liddell,  prohibiticm"' 
objectionable  postal  matter,  4743,  j^,^ 

RoTAL  CoinnssiOH. 
Senate : 

Prolonged   labours  of,    adi..  caSo-eaoS 
expl.,  5668  J-vs^, 

Report  of,  Budget,  2849 
Questions  by — 
Senator  Sayers,  cost  and  proceedings  of 

Royal  Commission,  306,  1368 
Senator  Vardon,  report  of  Commission, 
3814;  Senator  Macfaxlaoe,  3409,3860, 

Senator    de  Largie,    attendances  and 
fees  drawn  by  himself,  5863 
House  of  Representatives: 
Attacks  on  Commission,  adj.,  5436-5436 
Expenditure  on,  supply,  4380 
Inquiries  bv,  supply,  520 
Report  ol,' supply,  517;  expl..  r4i6 
Questions  hy  Mr.  Hedges,  proceeduigi  and 
cost  of  Commission,  1307,  2488,  2651; 
Mr.  Johnson,  3198;  Dr.  Liddell,  3357: 
3507 
Stamps. 
Senate : 

Question  by  Senator  Neild,  ceramiiden 
on  stamps,  5970 

House  of  Refresenitttives: 
Uniform  stamps,  suffly,  6037 

Questions  by — 

Dr.  Maloney,  dut^  stamps,  3129 
Mr.  Hedges,  quahtv  of  gum  on  stamps, 
5334 

[See  also  Post  and  Telzgb^ph  (REq>RDDlG 
Machines)  g«,^3ffi«fetflSgTl3 
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Postuaster-General — continued. 
Stamps    Bunch.      {See    Psiktimg,  under 

"  TSEASUHr."] 

Stores. 

House  oj  Refresentalives : 
Question  by  Mi.  Page,  alleged  theft  from 
Stores  Branch,  Perth,  3945 

Telegraphs. 

Senate  ■■ 

Charges,  Budget^  »7»t 
Question  by  Senator  Chataway,  telegraph 
rates,  4789 

Seme  of  Refresentatives: 

Construction    and    Materials,  exi>enditure 

on,  suffly,  2748 
Country  services,  suffly,  5446 
Line  repairing,  Bouike-Brewarrioa,  pay- 
ment for,  suffly,  3696 
Mt.  Ida-Mcnzics  line,  suffly,  S44S-6 
Peak  Hill-Nullagiae.  line,  suffly,  5128 
Porterage  on  telegrams,  suffly,  6031 
Queensland  Extensions,  sufffy,  6034 
lelegrapb  Bill,  Mr.   Mauger  and,  adj., 

3IO,  2r7;  exfl.,  32a 
Tni:)k  Itiies,  expenditure  on,  suffly,  3748 

Questions  by — 

Mr.    Mabon,    communication  between 

north-west  of  Western  Australia  and 

gold-fields,  273,  1419 
Hr.  Foynton,  South  Australiaa  opera- 

tors    and    Wheatslone  iastiumeats, 

1309 

Mr.  Bowdeii,  losses  sustained  by  Mr. 
Moore,  through  telegraphic  error, 
1522 

Mr.  Mahon,  Peak  Hilt-NuUagine  line, 

Mr.  Page,  delayed  Queensland  tele- 
grams, 5805,  sSgo 

Mr.  Catts,  removal  of  poles,  Erskine- 
ville,  585(9 

Mr.  Sinclair,  p.-iyment  for  abbreviations 
in  telegrams,  6631 

Mr.  Johnson,  dangerous  telegraph  pole, 
Sutherland,  6867 

Mr.  ].  Thomson,  congestion  on  North- 
ern Rivers  district  lines,  6868 

Dr.  Maloney,  tenders  for  insulators, 
7066,  7171 

Mr.  John  Thomson,  Sydney-Brisbane 
line,  7339 

Mr.  Sinclair,  Northern  Territory  line, 

[See  Officers  and  Temporary  Ehplotks; 
Finance,  also  Telegraph  ^Emergenct) 
Bill,  under  "Bills."] 

TELEGRApny.  Wireless. 
Senate : 

Appropriation    for,   suffly,   2839,  2840, 

3436.  3437.  3438 
Importance  of,  suf^y,  3417 
Questions  by — ' 

Senator  Needham,  Fremantle  installa- 
tion>  306,  1369 


Postmaster-General— ftfuA'nvfif. 

Tklegraphv,  VtaxasB—eentinued. 
Questions  by — 

Senator  Macfatlane,   King  Island  in- 
stallation, 4790 
Senator  Keating,  conference  on  wirelev 
telegraphy,  7133,  7310 

House  ef  Refresentatives: 
Installation  of,  Budget,  3419 
King  and  Flinders  Islands  installations, 

»*ff^y,  3408,  5444 

Motion  by  Mr.  Kelly,  expresiii^  opinion 
that  wireless  telegraphy  stations  should 
be  established  round  coasts,  and  that 
merchant  marine  should  be  equipped 
with  installations,  3271;  debated,  337a; 
agreed  to,  3373 

Questions  by — 
Mr.  Storrer,  King  Island,  Flinders  Is- 
land, and  mainland  installations,  37a, 
1420;     Mr.    O'Malley,    373,  3487, 
7229 

Mr.  Chanter,  use  of,  on  passenger  ships, 
3198 

Mr.   Kelly,  installations  on  coasts  and 

vessels,  2198,  2298,  3357 
Mr.    Mabon,    tenders   for  installations, 

2298;  Mr.  Kelly,  4652,  4743 
Mr.     Hedges,     Fremantle  installation, 

3861 

Mr.  Knox,  projects  of  Radio  Telegraph 
Company,  4652 

Mr.  Bamford,  Cape  York-Papua  in- 
stallation, 7239 

Telephones. 

Senate': 

Charges,  suffly,  4312 
Extensions,  country,  address,  74 
Hotel  teleobones,  adj.,  3959 
Kangaroo  Island-Penneshaw  line,  suffly, 
3839 

Loxton  telephone,  suf^y,  2838 
Questions  bv— 
Senator  Story,  Adelaide  Exdiange,  53, 

306,  1369,  1636 
Senator  Findley,  toll  system,  1364 
Senator  Keating,  telephones  in  hotels, 
_  13^7*  5<»3.  5096,  5424 
Senator  Keating,   long   distance  rates, 
2068 

Senator  Neild,  Accountancy  Commit- 
tee's Report,  721 1 

House  of  Refresentatives: 

Accountancy  inquiry,  m.,  375  j  suffly,  498, 
6o39>  6052,    71 80,   7 1 88,   7 1 90,    7383  J 
Budget,  2421.  3377»  34oi 
Adelaide  Exchange,  suffly,  2746,  5452 
AUynbrook-Lostock  line,  suffly,  3754 
Bombaldry-Orcenethorpe  extension, 
fly,  7186 

Charges,  address,  285;  m.,  364,  374;  suf. 
fh.   489.   496,   5",    S'7,   2756,  5448. 
545a.    6053,    7179,    7181,    7183,  7188, 
7190,  7282;   Budget,  2882 
Charters  Towers  telephones,  suffly,  6033 
Charleviile-Adavale  line,  suffly,  4374 
Condoulpe  telephone,  ^^^^^'^ 


iTtdex  to  SubjecUt. 


POSTMASTER-GENKBAL— <0flflltM«4<. 

Tbixphones — comtinutd. 

Construction  and  materisli  expenditure  on, 
a^y.  a748.  2755,  ^758,  ayfii  i  Budget, 

Cost  of,  lup^y,  530 

Country    extensions,   suffly,    3375,  3380, 
4375,  5446,  5449,  5450,  5452,  7185,  7190 
Eromanga  line,  iuffly,  4274,  4^75 
Esk  exchange,  suffly,  7'85 
Guarantees,  suffly^  538,  643,  644,  3376 
Hotel  telephones,  adj.,  4062-3,  4065;  exfl., 

4068;  suffly,  5133 
Katoomba  telephone,  suffiy,  6035 
Maitland-Sydney  line,  suffly,  3378 
Manildra-Cudal  line,  suffly,  4270,  7186 
Matong-Asfabridge  extension,  supfiy,  337^ 
Melbourne   suburban   exchanges,  suffty, 
2760 

Melbourne-Sydney  line,  suffly,  643,  644 
Mount  Balfour  telephone,  suffly,  6056 
Newcastle-Sydney  line,  suffly,  3378 
Norwood  exchange,  suffly,  3747 
Penrith-GIenbrook  line,  suffly,  3381 
Penrith  Hospital  telephone,  suffly,  603? 
Port  Lincoln -Cummins  line,  suffly,  2761 
Profit  on  telephone  system,  suffly,  7188 
Public  Telephones,  suffly.  6039,  6053 
Queensland  extensions,  suffly,  6025 
Queensland  telephone  system,  suffly,xj^ 
Railway  Station  telephones,  6053 
South  port -Tweed  Heads  line,  suffly,  vfii 
Townsvil'e-Ayr  line,   suffly,  6034 
Trunk  lines,  expenditure  on,  suffly,  2748, 
2760 

Undergrounding,  suffly,  2757,  2760 

Walli  telephone,  supply,  4270 

Motion  by  Mr.  Thomas  Brown,  for  return 
as  to  telephones  held  on  "  purchase " 
system,  and  work  of  exchange  atten- 
dants, 7172 

Questions  bv — 

Mr.   Bowden,  junior  instrument  fitten* 

examinations,  4357 
Mr.  J.  H.  Catts,  telephone  rates,  158; 
Mr.  Thomas,  271,  7229;  Mr.  Page, 
271 ;   Mr.    McDonald,   271,   272 ;  Mr. 
Roberts,  272,  5334,  5711 ;  Mr.  Hutchi- 
son, 273,  3806;  Mr.  Batchelor,  571 1; 
Mr.  Tudor,  6868 
Mr.   Tbomag,   actuarial    inquiry,  271, 
1311,  4551,  6536,   7066,    7228;  Mr. 
Hutchison,    271 ;     Mr.  McDonald, 
271;  Mr.  Chanter,  T3ro;  Mr.  Tudor, 
3572,  4744,  4851;  Mr.  Harper,  7066 
Mr.  McDonald,  toll  rates,  271 
Dr.  Salmon,  underground ing  wires,  272 
Mr.  Webster,  report  by  Mr.  Hume  Cook, 
272 

Mr.  Livingston,  Penneshaw  and  Kings- 

cote  telephones,  1311 
Mr.  Thomas,  cost  of  telephone  services, 

1311 

Mr.  Willis,  facilitiei  for  Robertson  elec- 
torate, 1521 

Mr.  O'Malley,  Mount  Balfour  tele- 
phone, 1521 

Mr.  Willis,  Uunwellbrook  telephone, 
»5« 

Mr.  Poynton,  communication  with  Port 
Lincoln,  1522 

Dr.  Wilson,  Colac-Beech  Foreit  tele- 
phone, 1788,  2299 


POSTkUSTEX-GCNEKAL — tontituttd. 

Telephones-— ^an/ifluc^. 

Questions  by — eotUinued. 

Mt.  Fowler,  Perth  underground  ing 
works,  1918,  4252,  4929 

Mr.  McDougall,  Hamilton  telephone- 
system,  2008 

Mr.  Chanter,  Aria  Park-Bcckom  line, 
220J 

Mr.  Mauger,  local  manufacture  of  in- 
struments, 3946,  4849  i  Mr.  Page, 
a{»46;  Mr.  Hedges,  3946;  Mr.  F.  J. 
Foster,  2946,  3020 :  Mr.  Batcheloi . 
2946;  Mr.  Kelly,  4850;  Mr.  Storrer, 
4850,  4928 

Mr.  McDougall,  telephone  poles,  Mac- 
arthur,  3020,  3053 

Mr.  Crouch,  Geelong<Break water  line, 
3051 

Mr.  Crouch,  Jan  Juc,  Torquay,  Angle- 
sey  River,  and  Airey'a  Inlet  line, 

305* 

Mr.     Hedges,     Perth  undeigroundinp 

works,  3358 
Mr.    Johnson,    Peakhunt  telephones, 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown,  instruments  in  use 
in  New  South  Wales,  3715 

Mr.  Johnson,  Parliament  House  Ex- 
change, 377a 

Dr.  Liddell,  hotel  telephones,  3870 : 
Dr.  Malonev,  3870 ;  Sir  Wm.  Lyne, 
4069;  Ur.  Thomas,  5r53,  5185 

Mr.  McDougall,  Macartbar  exchange. 
3961 

Mr.  John  Thomson,  Dorrigo  line  and 
guarantee,  396r,  4068 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown,  instruments  with 
fixed  transmitters,  4453 

Mr.  Willii,  delay  in  lecariog  con- 
nexions, 4453 

Mr.  Mahon,  telephone  at  Gimlet  mine. 
Western  Australia,  4453,  4623 

Mr.  John  Thomson,  erection  of  country 
lines,  New  South  Wales,  4454,  4742, 
4850,  4956 

Mr.  Catts,  insertion  of  names  in  tele- 
phone liste,  4929,  5105 

Mr.  Thomas,  Bendigo  exchange,  7170, 
7330 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith,  telephone  poles,  7171 
Mr.    Crouch,    Gcelong-Drysdale  line, 
5105 

Mr.  Thomas,  issue  of  new  regulations, 

Mr.  Johnson,  Sutherland  exchange,  5106 
Mr.  Thomas  Brown,  purchase  Sat  rate 

and  measured  rate  subscribers,  6369, 

6980 

Mr.  Wise,  Melbonme-Sale  telcphonet 
67?8 

{See  Fauna.] 

Umiforus. 

Hotise  of  Refresentatives: 

Questions  by  Mr.  Thomas,  clothing  fac- 
tory for  manufactpre  of  uniforms,  tqoi; 
Mr.  Thomas  Brown,  2652;  Mr.  Mathews, 
4956;  Mr.  Chanter i^niformii  and  hel- 
mets, 663iDigi,i2edbyLiOOgle 
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WoEKs  AND  Buildings. 
Senaie ; 

Land  acquisition,  smf^y^  2838 
House  0/  fiefresetaetives  : 

Delayed  works,  suffiy,  5110,  5124,  7187, 

ExpcDditure  on,  Budget,  3431 

Hoffnuag's  Buildings,  Sydney,  adj.,  4788; 

suffiy,  7116 
Works  staff,  suf^y^  7184,  7186 

Queitions  by — 

Mr.  T.  Brown,  telegraph  and  telephone 

poies,  Sydney,  1310 
Mr.  Hall,  painting  of  telephone  poles, 

1310 

Mr.  Storrer,  expediting  works,  3370 
Mr.  Fowler,  works  in  Perth,  3358 
Mr.    Kelly,   valuation   of  Hoflfnung's 

^rt'J'j  4744 
Mr.  McDougall,  tenders  for  poles,  eio6 

WIBS. 

House  of  Refreseniatives. 
Copper  wire,  Australian  manufacture, 

6034.  6036  ^ 
Questions  by — 
Mr.   Tudor,  copper   wire   made  from 

Australian  metal,  5425 
Mr.  Bowden,  tenders  for  copper  wire, 
6979 

iSee  Post  Offices  ;  Telegraphs  ;  and 
Tblbphones.] 

TRADE  AND  OtJSTOMS. 

Agbiclltural    Implement    Makiss— Harvis- 
TEBs.— Excise  Tariff  Agricultural  Ma- 

CHtNERy  Act. 

Senate  : 

Agricultural  Implement  Makers  Fm- 
ploy^s'  Unions,  m.  by  Senator  Neild 
that .  Government  should  bear  legal  ex- 
penses of  in  enforcing  Act,  moved, 
«)3S:  debated,  2939,  3238  (iw.  to  ad- 
journ debate  negatived  on  division, 
325?);  e^fl.,  3305;  »»■  agreed  to  on 
division,  3258;  statement  of  expenses  in- 
curred,  ad;.,  4619-23 

Employes  Unions,  legal  expenses, 

3305;  f«tfiy,  3427-31.  7147-56; 
4030 

Questions  bv — 

Senator  Neild,  compliance  with  Act, 
reimbursement  of  legal  expenses  of 
employes,  1472,  1636 ;  Senator  Walker 
3305 :  Senator  Pearce,  3409 
Senator  St.  Ledger,  payment  of  em- 
ployers'  costs,  3409 

House  of  Represen/atkies: 
Employis  Unions,  legal  expenses,  reim- 
5114-7.  6053-4, 

7106;  adj.,  7292 
Evasion  of  Act,  address,  383 
Harvester    Commission,    report    of  and 

action  on,  suffiy,  7100,  7103-6 
select  Committee,   attitude  of  witnesses. 


Trade  and  Cvsrous—continued. 
AcRia-LTLRAL     Implement  Makers— Harves- 

TERS.-EXCISE    TAkltK    ACRJCULltJEAL  MA- 
CHINERY ACT~coniinued. 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Poynton,  prosecution  of  witnesses, 
preparation  of  questions  put  to,  and 
appeal  case.  2562-3;  interest  charges 
on  agricultural  machinery,  3805;  and 
fairness  of  cash  prices, '^71  ^  * 
Mr.  Tudor,  enforcement  of  Act.  reim- 
bursement of  legal  expenses  of 
unions,  3946 

AUSTRALIAN  INDUSTRIES   PKESERVATIOM  BltL. 
Senate  : 

Question  by  Senator  Clemens,  delay  in 
passing,  6691  '  ' 

[See  Monopolies,  Tmsrs,  and  Combines.] 

Bananas. 

Senate  : 

Question  by  Senator  St.  Ledger,  shipment 
by  State  subsidized  steamer,  4124 
Bills  of  Lading. 
Senate : 

Question  bv  Senator  Macfarlane,  reten- 
tion  by  Department,  5969 
Books. 
Senate  : 

*^S'°nf'^'  Senator  Chataway,  import*, 
tion  of  immoral  literature,  528S 
House  of  Representatives: 
Question  by  Mr.  Thomas  Brown,  prohi. 
bmon  of  imports  of  Maria  Mcnkly^l, 

Bounties. 
Senate : 

Motion  by  Senator  Lynch   for  amdi.  of 

^f*  ''<»">^y  00  phosphatic 

deposits,  moved,  5696;   debated,   5700 ; 

«.  amended  and  agreed  to,  5705 
Questions  by— 

Senator  Dobson,  Budget  return    as  to 

payments  of,  3147 
Senator    Lynch,    phosphatic  deposits. 

amendment  of  Act,  sio? 
Senator    Pearce,    cigar    leaf  growers 

Texas,  receiving  bounty,  7122,^  ^Zo  ' 
House  of  Represeniaiives: 

Question  by  Mr.  J.  Thomson,  iron  bounty, 
employment   secured   by   payment  S. 

Brewkbs. 
Senaie  ■ 

Cocoa  and  Chocolatb. 
^ouse  of  Representatives- 

*^»:i^^n?%^r^^xaL^"" 

57'3  Digilifedby<I!5t5OTI@»'0'»s. 
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Trade  and  Customs — tonlinued. 
COMUEBCS  Act. 
House  af  Refresentatives: 

Cost  of  State  AdministrBtion  of*  smffly, 
638-9 

COBNSACKS. 
Souse  of  Refresentatives: 
Capacity  of   Standard   sack,   and  State 
relation,    arf/.,  1722,    1728;  suf^y% 

Questions  by — 

Mr.  Atkinson,  capacity  of  Standard 
sack,  131 5;  and  State  regulation  in 
regard  to,  1783;  Mr.  Poynton,  1783 

Mr.  Bamford,  Premiers'  Conference,  de 
cision,  3861 

Sir  William  Lyne,  alteration  of  stan- 
dard, resolution  of  mill-owners,  5437 

Mr.  Palmer,  amendment  of  regulations, 
4070 

COTTON. 

Senate: 

Questions  by  Senator  Dobson,  conference 
with  British  Cotton-Growing  Association, 
as  to  growth  of  in  Northern  Territory, 

?)2i ;  value  of  such  conference,  Senatoi 
earcCt  7021 

Customs  and  Excise  Aqjostmeht. 
House  of  Representatives: 

Net  result  of  entries  made  since  1902-3, 
Budget,  2418 

Customs  and  Excise  Taxation. 
Senate : 

Per  bead  of  the  population,  New  South 

Wales,  Budget,  2528 
Effect  of,  Budget,  2536-7 

Customs  Uousbs. 
Senate : 

Broken  Hill,  suffly,  3816 
Lucinda,  site  for,  suffly,  2817 

Customs  Officers. 
Senate  : 

Question  by  Senator  E.  J.  Russell,  female 
employes,  number,  place  of  employ- 
ment, and  promotion  of,  2509 

House  of  Representatives: 

Collector  of  Customs,  Sydney,  retirement 
of   Mr.    Baxter,  ad^.,   468-70 ;  appoint- 
ment    of    Mr.    Mills,    production  of 
papers,  adj.,  320Z 
Questions  by — 
Mr.  Crouch,  temporary  employes.  North 
Queensland,  reduction  of  pa>',  6537, 
7169 

Dr.  I.iddell,  examining  officers,  denial 
of  leave,  5915,  6116 

Excise  Insfectors. 
House  of  Refresentatives: 

Questions  by  Mr.  Johnson,  Dumber, 
salaries  and  ^rade  of,  io  New  South 
Wales  and  Victoria  and  cost  of  col- 
lectitm,  3871,  4328 


Tbadb  and  Customs— ftfKliHHctf. 
Erase  Tariff  (Spuuts)  Act. 
Senate : 

Question  by  Senator  demons,  Victorian 
brandy  and  whisky,  payments  of  lowat 
duty  under,  1364 

Explosives. 
Senate  : 

Question  by  Senator  Pulsford,  dynamite, 
statement  by  Premier  of  South  Africa, 
39«5 

House  of  Representatives: 

Made  by   black   labour,   importaticm  of, 

supply,  4262-7,  5106-10 
Question  by — 
Mr.   Crouch,   black   labour,  explosives 
from  Cape  Colony,  4329 

Exports  to  German  Possessions.     [See  Ex- 
ternal Affaos.] 

Fibre  Deposits. 
Senate : 

Question  by  Senator  Guthrie,  deposits  at 
Spencer  Gulf,  examination  by  trawler 
Endeavour,  2372 

FisBnns. 

Senate : 

Trawler,  work  of,  and  launch  for,  suf- 

ply,  2817-32 
Questions  by — 
Senator  Ciuft,  visit  of  Endeavour  to 

Western   Australian  waters,   1470 ;  to 

Queensland,  Senator  Sayers,  3352 
Senator  Guthrie,  submission  of  report 

as  to  work  of  trawler,  5096,  5216 
Senator  Lynch,  trawler,  tenders  for  and 

coat  of,  3915 
Senator  Varuon,  trawling  by  Endeavour 

on  South  Australian  const,  1362,  1470 

House  of  Refresentatives : 
Trawler,  work  of,  and  launch  for,  suf- 
fly, 2588-92 
Questions  by — 
Mr.   Archer,   visit  of   the   trawler  to 

Queensland  waters,  7335  * 
Dr.   Salmon,  hauls  by  trawler,  distri- 
bution  of,  113 
Mr.   Bruce  Smith,  charting  of  fishing 
reefs  and  reports  on  work  done  by 
trawler,  3299 
Mr.   McWilliams,  cost  of  trawler  En- 
deavour, 1420;  accident  to.  repain, 
and  cost  to  date,  3960 

Fruit. 

House  of  Refresentatives: 

Question   by   Mr.    McWilHams,  provision 
for    mail    steamers    calling    al  Robait 
during  export  season,  5053 
Hides. 

House  of  Refresentatives: 
Question  by  Dr.   Maltmey,  export  doty 
on*  59»St  6463 
[See  Beef  and  Hides,  under  "  Exicrhal 
Affairs.'*] 

Industrial. 
Senate : 

Production  in  the  Sutes,  vaiua  and 
growth  of,' Budget,  3435-6,  3537-8 

[See  lNTXg.S^^^<@ 
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Tbadb  and  Customs — eontinued. 
iNXXLUCntCI  BUKUOl 

House  of  Refrestntatives: 

Need  for  ia  connexion  with  Depaitment, 
suffly,  6049 

Intes-State  Comuission. 
Senate  • 

Uodel    Bill    regarding    ioduatrial  ques- 

tionii  adi't  4350 
Propoied  constitution  of,  Budget,  fjvjt 

3913 
Questions  by- 
Senator  Stewart,  Inter-State  Commistion 

Bill,  2,17a;  Senator  Giveos,  6795 
Senator  Pcarce,  Inter-State  Commission 
Bill  and  New  ProtecticA,  3859 

House  of  Refretentatives: 
Inter-State  Commission  Bill,  jh^^^,  7196. 

7207 

Provision  for  on  Estimates,  Budget,  a$aj 
Questions  by — 
Hr.     McWilHams,     powers  regarding 

Inter-State  trade,  3020 
Mr.  Hughes,  as  to  projected  industrial 

legislation,  3050 
Mr.    Tudor,    progress    of  Inter-State 
Commission    Bill,    5775,   6536,  6630; 
Mr.  Fraier,  6537 
iSee  Inixk-State  Commission  Bill,  imdei 
"  Bills."] 

laoN  Indl'stby. 
Houxe  of  Refresentatives : 

EskbRQk   Iron   Works;   alleged   ring  of 
favoured  customers,  suffly,  5440-1 

Labobatokt. 
House  of  Refreseniaiives : 
Establishment  of,  suffly,  2587-8 

Lighthouses,  Beacons  and  Buoys.  * 
Senate : 

Provision    for    transfer.    Budget,    3549 ; 
suffly,  3833-3-53 

HOLASSKS. 
Senate : 

Question  by  Senator  Cbataway,  importa- 
tions from  Fiji,  5316 

UoNOPGUES,  Trusts,  and  Coubinxs. 

Senate : 

Questions  by — 
Senator  Clemons,  Australian  Industries 
Preservation  Act,  amendment  of,  305, 
1366 

Senator  Croft,  s:e.tm-ship  and  coal  mine 
owners  aMliation,  205,  307,  1366 ; 
action  against,  1729 

Sen:itor  Givens,  Australian  Industries 
Preservation  Bill,  statement  by  Sen- 
ators Chataway,  Sayers,  and  St. 
Ledger,  4593 

Senator  Pearce,  newspaper  trust,  536 ; 
statement  by  J.  Palmer  and  Sons,  as 
to,  1365 

Senator  Pearce  and  Senator  Needham, 
confectionery  comb  ne.  Government 
action,  1729 ;  Senator  Croft,  1954 ; 
Senator  Pearce,  production  of  papers, 
4133;  freeii  of  papeis,  5004 


Trade  and  Customs — emtinued. 
Monopolies,    Tkosts,    and  Comana— eon- 
tinued. 

House  of  Refresentaiivet: 

Motion  by  Mr.  Hall,  that  it  is  desirable 
to  so  amend  Constitution  as  to  confer 
on  Commonwealth  Parliament  power  to 
own    and    control    monopolies,  moved, 
1795 ;  debated,  2654-66 
Newcastle  Coal   Vend   and  complaint  by 
Kethel  and  Company,  action  in  restraint 
of  trade,  adj.,  6487-9 
Newcastle  Coal  Vend  and  ooal  mineri* 
strike,  and  agreement  with  Steam-ship 
Owners*  Asaociatioo,  suffly,  7078-85 
Tasmania,    alleged    steam-ship    ring  in, 

suffly.  5444 
Questions  by — 

Mr.   Hedges,   superphosphates,  alleged 

combine,  5ocr 
Mr.  Johnson,  "Newcastle  Coal  Vend  and 
loading  of  the  Leura,  3805;  refusal 
of  a  cargo  to  the  Beulah,  and  foreign 
and  loc.ii  prices,  4454;  is  the  Vend  a 
combination    in    restraint    of  trade, 
6368;    Mr,    O'Malley,    6979;  when 
opinion   will  be  given,  Mr.  Fisher, 
6368;  Mr.  Johnson,  6979 
Mr.  McDougall,  amalgamation  of  jam 
companies,  5809,  6119 
\See  also  Labouk  Difficultibs,  under 
'*  Exteenal  Affairs."] 

Navigation  and  Shipping. 
Senate: 

Missing  steamer  Waratah,  result  of  search, 

obs.,  ^219-20 
Navigation   Bill,   intentions  of  Govern- 
ment, adj.,  3or9 
Questions  by- 
Senator  Guthrie,  inquiry  as  to  stability 

of  Waralak,  5097 
Senator  Macfarlane,  boarding  of  ves- 
sels. Naval  Board  notice,  7123 
Senator   Nield,    Navigation   Bill,  early 

passing  of,  69^6 
Senator  Pulsford,  search  for  Woratak, 
2813,  2995;  Senator  de  Largie*  2904 

House  of  Represenlatives: 

Navigation  Bill,  urgency  of,  address,  300 
Tasmania,  alleged  steam-ship  ring,  tuf- 

(t^a/a^t^reported  tighting  of,  0^1.,  3328; 
Commonwealth     search  arrangements, 

<'dj.,  3048 
Questions  by — 
Mr.   Bamford,  Seamen's  Compensation 

Bill,  passing  of,  6537 
Mr.  Chanter,  news  of  missing  steamer 

Waratah,  2299 
Mr.  Fowler,    search    for  Waratah,  Go- 
vernment action,  2860,  3019 
Mr.  T.  Brown,  Torres'  Strait  pilot  ser- 
vice. 4929 

Mr.  Hutchison,  Seamen's  Compensation 
Bill,  5051 

Mr.  Johnson,  rescue  of  castaways,  New 
Guinea,  1057-8 ;  provis  on  for  ship- 
wrecked mariners,  MidHteton  reef, 
1523,     2175;      unseaworthy  vessels, 

t454 ;  steam-ship  Swaii,  deck  cargo, 
117;  steam-ship  Otierburn  and  repre- 
sentations to  Statf  auOwfititfb  as  to 
deck  cardie«F^V:'"C'g[C 


Index  to  Subjects. 


Tbade  and  CvsTOUS—cotttintied. 

Navigation  and  Shipping— ffl»ft«i<*rf. 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  JohnsOD,"  missing  steamer  Waratah, 
despatch  of  vessel  from  Australian 
squadron  to  search  for,  2486;  and 
appeal  to  British  Artmiraliy,  Mr. 
Fowler,  2561,  2767;  statement  by  Mr. 
C.  G.  Sawyer,  Mr,  Johnsoo,  6980 
ISee  Steam-ship  Si'bsidv,  under  "  External 
Affaihs."] 

New  Protection. 
Senate: 

Amendment  of  Constitution,  uniiorm 
legislation  and  Boards  of  Trade,  ad- 
dress, 2i-3>  29-3°'  ^o^' 

Intentions  of  Government,  Budget,  39"- 

Policy  of.  address,  83,  89,  102,  III;  fitid- 

Promise  to  Labour  party,  adj.,  358,  7294 
Protection   of   workers   in   protected  m- 
dustries,  failure  of  Government  to  take 

action,  adj.,  2352-72 

Questions  by — 

Senator  Neild,  policy  and  intentions  of 
Govemmeat,  2814,  3904 

Senator  Pearce,  Inter-Stale  Commissios 
to  provide  for,  and  refusal  of  Wagea 
Board  in  paper-making  industry^  3859 

House  of  Representatives: 

Amendmctit  of  Constitution,  address,  38-9, 
125,  284-5 

Deakin   Government's   memorandum,  sup- 
ply of  copies,  adj.,  7210 
Evasion  of,  address,  283 
Failure  to  provide  for,  adj.,  6934-6;  suf- 

fly,   7195-7,   7»>9»  7»8i,  7»»»-9J  «^7-' 

7391-2,  7293-4 
Intentions  of  Fisher  Government,  state- 

ment  by  Honorary  Minister,  exfl..  2500 
Policy  of  Coalition,  ad;..  150;  Budget, 

2496;  tupfy,  6054  .    «     J  , 

Principle   of,    and   proposed    Board  of 

Trade,  address,  ^7-'  '97i  *"» 

208-9-16 

Promise  to  Labour  party,  adj.,  la?!  *if- 

fly,  354» 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  3.  H.  Catts,  non-appHcation  of, 
re-consideration  of  Tariff  votes,  276 

Mr.  Crouch,  resolution  as  to,  by  Aus- 
tralian Women's  Protectionist  Asso- 
ciation, 6118 

Dr.  Maloney,  abandonment  of  policy 
and  intentions  of  Government,  7067 

Mr.  McDougall,  protected  industries, 
child  labour  in.  4252 

Mr.  Tudor  and  Mr.  Frazer,  Inter-State 
Commission  Bill,  pasnng  of,  and  new 
Protection,  6536-7 

Opium - 

Senate : 

Question   by   Senator   E.   J.    Russell,  al- 
leged   smuj-gling    from   s.s,  Aldenkam, 
aiKl  report  hy  Watchman  Sparling,  2256 
House  o  f  Repeseniali-ves : 

Illicit  introduction  of,  suffly,  7074-5 
f       Question  bv  Mr.  Thomas  Brown,  relaxa- 
tion of  regulations,  1781 


TRADE  AND  Customs— ffls/iwwrf. 

Patent  Medicines.— Pure  Foods. 
House  of  Refresentatives: 

Questions  by — 

Mr.  Thomas,  patent  medicine,  cost  rd., 

sold  for  jfs,  6142.  6535 
Dr.  Wilson,  imi>ortation  of  (}uack  re- 
medies and  uniform  legislation,  1787 

Patents  and  Trade  Marks. 
Senate: 

Administration  and  decisions  of  Commis- 
sioner, supply,  7164-5 
Questions  by — 
Senator   Peaicei   decinon  of  Commis- 
sioner is  La  Soeieti  Anonymt  It  Fer- 
ment v.  The  Australian  Milt  Ferment 
Proprietary,   and  powers  and  duties 
of,  5501 ;  infliction  of  fines  and  penal- 
ties, 5970,  6198,  6691  . 
House  of  Refreseniaiives: 

Questions  by — 
Mr.   Crouch,   specifications  and  plans, 

charge  for,  6142 
Dr.  Maloney,  case  of  Mr.  G.  S.  Brown, 
113.  1314;  production  of  papers,  21*9 
Mr.    Hutchison,    acceptance   of  words 
"Dudley"    and    "Chelmsford"  by 
Registrar,  6538;  employment  of  bar- 
risters in  Trade  Marks  cases,  6992 
Mr.    Spence,   decision   of    Registrar  in 
case  of  La  Soeieti  Anonyme  le  Ftr- 
■  men/    v.    Australian    Milk  Ferment 
Profrietary,  6538 


Potatoes.  ISee  "  Quarantine."] 

Production. 
House  of  Representatives: 
Value  of  Australian.  Budget,  3435-6 

Quarantine. 
Senate : 

New   Stations,  supfiy,  2822-3 
Prohibition  of  importation  of  Ta»m»»an 

potatoes  into  New  South  Wales,  snd 

Victoria,  adj.,  3732-3 

Questions  by — 

Senator  Macfsrlane,  rats,   use  of  wire 

netting  covers  on  vessels,  1471-3 
Senator    Macfarlane,    Senator  Sayers. 
inspection    of    steamers,    Perth,  and 
detention   of    mails,    2055;  Senator 
M&cfarlane.  2055,  3256,  4008 

House  of  Representatives: 
Complete  control  of,  by  Commonwealth, 

adj.,  4651-2 
Detention  of  mail  steamers,  Fiemantle, 

adj.,  2449-53 
Interstate     stock     quarantine  charges, 

New  stations,  supply.  2592-6 

Tasmanian  potatoes  and  fruit,  Interstate 
prohibitions,  adj.,  1293,  i950-3>  2605-6, 
Jaoo-i.  3653-5.  3766-71.  4651.  5393  ;«^ 
fir,  2697.Q,  4276*  5444-';-8.  6o0. 

Produce  passing  from  Stale  to  Slutc.  ap- 
pointment of  Fedml  inspeitors,,  ad;., 
6487-9    Digitized  by  ^orOOy  Ic 
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TuDE  AND  CusTOus — eouHnued. 

Qduantine — eantiHued. 

Prohibition  of  importatioa  of  Queensland 
potatoes  into  Tasmania,  adj.t  1952 

Quarantine  officer,.  Bxoome,  suffiy,  3685 

Questions  by — 

Mr.    AtkinsoQ,    condemnatioo    of  Tas- 

maniaa     potatoes,      1317 ;     constitu- . 

tionality  of  State  regulations,  54^5; 

Federal     inspection    of  Inter-State 

product!,  6979 
Mr.  Croudi,  potato  quarantine  by  States, 

necessity   tor   Federal   action,  ^559, 

5333 

Mr.  Fowler,  detention  of  mail  steamer 
Otterley  at  Frcmantle,  3959 

Mr.  Livin<;ston,  clean  potatoes,  agree- 
ment with  States,  2653;  Irish  blight, 
English  expert  opinion,  3871  j  powers 
of  States,  5435 

Mr.  Mahon,  Inter-State  prohibitions, 
vegetables,  effect  at  Broome,  ^235 

Mr.  Mathews,  Inter-State  prohibition  of 
agricultural    products,  4653 

Mr.  McWillianii,  State  prohibition  of 
Inter-State  imports,  1317 ;  State 
charges  for  inspection  of  produce. 
1419 

Mr.  O'Malley,  transfer  to  Common- 
wealth,  3573;  Inter-State  prohibi- 
tions, opinion  o  f  Attorney-General 
and  power  of  Commonwealth  to  in 
tervcnc,  5425,  5456 

Mr.  O'Malley,  restrictions  on  intrfiduc- 
tioQ  of  Tasmanlan  potatoes  to  New 
South  Wales,  1061,  1419,  and  Vic- 
toria, 255^-60,  3050;  statement  by  Vic 
torian  Minister  of  Ajrriculture,  4633, 
Mr.  McDougall,  462^ 

Mr.  Reid,  potatoes,  ^tate  prohibitions, 
54»5 

Mr.  Storrer,  potato  blight,  quarantining 
of  affected  areas,  3559;  exclusion  of 
Tasmanian    potatoes    from  Victoria, 

5333 

RUPCR  AND   BlNDEB  TWIME. 

House  of  Refretentotivei: 

Question  by  Mr.   McDougall,  complaints 
at  to  short  weight,  4930 

Revenue. 

House  of  R efre tentative s: 
Customs  and  Excise  per  head  of  popu- 
lation in  other  countries.  Budget,  aSta 

Percentage  of  Customs  and  Excise  revenue 
in  total  revenue  from  taxation.  State  and 
Commonwealth,  3176 
Increase  in  quarterly  retnios,  suffly^  4279 
Queations  by — 
Mr.    Chnoter,    Customs    and  Excise 
lerenne  of  States  in  1899  and  1900, 
and  amount  fer  cafita,  3458 
Mr.  Tudor,  preparation  of  return  show- 
ing   Customs    and    Excise    revenue  , 
raised  in  other  countries  and  certain 
States,  3871,  3507;  Mr.  J.  U.  Catts, 
and  in  all  the  States,  3357,  3507 


Trade  and  Custous — continued. 
Sugar  Indusikt. 
SeMte : 

Petition   from   Queensland  cane-growers, 

m.  for  printing  agreed  to,  5969 
Production   by  white  and  black  labour, 

Budget,  2420 
Re-adjustment  of  finances  in  relation  to 
bounty  and  Excise,  Budget,  2500,  2567-8 
Standard   wage,  objections   by  planters, 

address,  ioa-4 
Sugar   produced   and   bounty    paid  since 

1903,  Budget,  2420 
Question  by  Senator  Cbataway  inquiries 
abroad  by  Dr.  Maxwell  3914 

House  of  Refretenlatives: 

Bounty  and  Excise  legislation,  effect  and 
continuation  of,  and  Government  policy, 
sup-ply,  4280-96,  5438-9 
Colonial  Sugar  Refining  Company  mono- 
poly, supply,  4284-92-3 
Commission  of  inquiry,  supply,  4286-95 
Motion  by  Mr.  Bam  ford  for  return  of 
number  of   coloured   aliens   in  sugar 
mills,  agreed  to,  4745 
Petition  from  Queensland  cane  growers, 
m.  for  printing,  moved   and  debated, 
6r4i ;  agreed  to,  6142 

Questions  by — 

Mr.   Croucli,    retail   price    of  sugar, 

cause  of  increase,  7066 
Mr.   Mahon,  appointment  of  Board  or 
Commission   of   Inquiry,   4327,  45SI  '• 
Mr.  Archer,  4328;  date   of  appoint- 
ment of,  Mt.  Mahon,  5239 
of,    Mr.    Bam  ford,   5770,   6537;  and 
rumoured     request    to    Premier  of 
Queensland,  7066 
Mr.    Archer,    return    as   to   sugar  pro- 
duced by  black  and  white  labour,  4653 

Tariff  (General) 
Senate  ■ 

Attitude    of    Coalition   Government,  ad- 
dress,  105;    supply,    665-8,  672-4;  of 
Labour  Government,  supply,  673 
Effect  on  Revenue,  address,  105-0 
Protective  Duties,  effect  of,  supply,  679) 

Tariff  and  new   Protection,    promise  to 

Labour  party,  adj.,  358 
Tea   and   kerosene  duties,   intentions  of 

(Jovemment,  Budget,  2524 
Questions  by — 
Senator  Findley,  rectification  of  anoma- 
lies, 305,  1368 
Senator  Keating,  aeroplane,   duty  on, 
5968 

Senator    Neild    and     Senator  Pearce, 

duty  on  political  pamphlets,  i83r 
Senator  Neild,  imports  from  Papua,  re- 
moval of  duties,  2905 

House  of  Representatives : 

Anomalies  and  additional  duties,  m.,  by 
Sir  W.  Lyne,  that  Government  should, 
without  delay,  introduce  Bill  in  regard 
to,  moved,  1526;  debated,  1537>  1788; 
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/ndttB  to  Subfeeta. 


Tkaoe  and  Custohs — etntinued. 

Tariff  (GsnebaI) — continued. 

Aoomalies,    intentions    of  Gorenunent, 

Budget,  2419,  2495-6 ;  necesiity  fox  rec- 
tification, 7393 
Attitude   of  Coalition^  adj.f   143-3,  179^ 

203-6-ia,  249 
Effectiveness  of,  adj.,  7291-5 
Passing  of,  assistance  of  Labour  party, 

adj.,   126 ;  Sir  W.   Lyoe  and  Labour 

party,  adj.,  207 
Permanent  Board,   m.   by   Mr.  Manger, 

for  appointment  of,  on  lines  of  Britis}! 

Board  of  Trade,  moved,  2666;  debated, 

2673-81 

Returns  in  relation  to  Premiers'  Confer- 
ence agreement,  adj.,  2765-6;  Budget, 
2797-8 

Revenue  duties.  Budget,  3568-9,  2798 
Questions  bjr — 

Mr.  ^.  H.  Catts,  reconsideration  of 
Tariff  votes,  276 

Mr.  Chanter,  anomalies,  opportunity  to 
discuss,  m.,  bv  Sir  W.  Lyne,  5334 

Dr.  Maloney,  dress  goods,  importation 
of,  production  of  papers,  244;  date 
of  dealing  with  anomalies,  5153 

Mr.  Sinclair,  Government  action  to  dis- 
cover and  rectify  anomalies,  r524 

Mr.  Henry  Willis,  Customs  duties, 
Papua,    effect    of    local  ordtoanee, 


Taruf  (Preferentul  Trade). 

Senate  : 

Questions  by — 

Senator  Pearce,  British  preference, 
effect  of,  statement  by  Minister,  4108 

Senator  Pulsford,  dynamite,  statement 
by  Premier  of  South  Africa,  as  to 
preference  granted,  3915 

Tobacco  akd  Cigar  iNnis-ntY. 
Senate  : 

Administratiun  of  Department,  in  regard 
to  duties  on  tobacco  and  articlet  used 
therewith,  adj.,  4407-15 

Questions  by — 

Senator  Pearce,  ingredients  used  in 
United  Kingdom,  4123;  differentiation 
between  leaf  and  flavourings,  4416; 
growers  of  cigar  leaf  in  Texas, 
Queensland,  7122,  7310 

Senator  Pulsford,  dutiable  commodities 
delivered  free  to  manufacturers,  and 
duties  payable  thereon,  3107,  3410, 
3860;  legality  of  procedure,  4207 

House  of  Refresentativet: 

Tobacco  monopoly,  attitude  of  Labour 
party  and  Bulletin,  tuf-fiy,  429a 

Question  by  Mr.  McDougal),  cigar  mak- 
ing at  Haroi'ton,  425a 

Trade  :  C'i  stoms  Agkeeuknts. 
Senate  : 

Inter-State  trade,  restrictions  on,  Budget, 
2524 


Trade  and  Customs — tentinued. 
Trade  :  Cdstous  Aaasiasns—eoMtimme^. 
Questions  by — 

Senator  W.  Russell,  effect  of  Customs 
agreement  between  South  Africa  mnd 
New  Zealand  on  Commonwealth,  and 
reciprocal  treaty  with  Mew  Znlaad 
as  to  wines  and  fruit,   "tSjit   4^05 ; 
prejudicial  effect  on  South  Austrmlian 
wines,  7020 
House  of  Refeetentativet : 
Customs   agreement.    South   Africa  and 
New    Zealand,    effect    on  Avstnlian 
trade,  adj.,  1303-7 
Trade  between  the  States,  Budget,  24x8 
Waraiah,  missing  steamer.  [.S'^^  "  Naviga- 
tion AND  SbIPHNG-"] 

UNEUPLOYHENT. 
House  of  Representatives: 
Establishment  of  National  Boreaa,  mp- 

fiy,  6055 

tbeasitbt. 

Auditor-GemeuCl. 
Senate : 

Question  by  Senator  Lynch,  repoxt  of, 
for  Senators,  6197 

Banking. 
Senate : 

Banking    exchange,    Western  Australia, 

Note   issu;  b;   Commonwealth,  addrest, 

59.  75  .  , 

Question  by  Senator  McGregot,  associated 

banks,   exchange  on  postal   notes  and 

money  orders,  1)59 
House  of  Refretentatives: 

Associated    Banks,    exchange    no  postal 

notes  and  money  orders,  adj.,  t866^ 
Depositors  in  banlcs  of  issue  and  Sanngs 

Banks,  number  of,  and  value  of  de- 
posits, Budget,  2435 
Draft  Bill,  instructions  to  destroy,  adj., 

130;  expL,  204,  219 
Fremantle  municipal   loan  and  Natioaal 

Bank,  adj.,  2054;  exft.,  2091 
National  Postal  Bank,  Budget,  3803,  3866- 

72;  sufply,  6054,  7278.9 
Note   issue  by  Commonwealth,  address. 

132-4,  391-3;  adj.,  159,   168;  Budget, 

2584-5 
Questions  by- 
Mr.  O'Malley,  associated  banks,  ex- 
change on  postal  notes  and  money 
orders,  984;  National  Bank  and 
municipal  borrowing,  Fremantle,  1900; 
Mr.  Hedges,  2007 

Borrowing. 

Senate  : 

Policy  of,  address,  57-8;  and  issue  of 
Treasury  Bonds,  Budget,  2516-7-39-30-33- 
S-6.8-9,  2546,  2550-1,  2714-7-8-31-2,  2844< 
3847,  2851,  3852,   3911,  Jqi2 

For  Naval  defence,  snffdy,  7192,  -20J 

For  reproductive  worlis,  attitude  ol 
Labour  party,  suffly,  5128 

Question  by  Senator  ^vens,  tnlentions  of 
Coalition  [:^Sf«^O^Ie 
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TtMJuan—eantinued. 

BomoviNG—confinued. 
House  of  Refreseniatives: 
Fremantle  municipai  loan,  sa:^.,  7168,  7233 
Policy    of,    address,     389^ ;  suffly, 
479-80-3 ;  Budget,  3434,  3565,  JS75,  a=77, 

%P'  ^«o'  "^7^'  "^^^  "^^S"  ^» 
2007 >  2008 

Statement  as  to,  by  Pottmaster-General, 

ti^tfly,  503 
Treasury  Bonds,  issue  of.  Budget,  2416, 

3437-8-9-3  i-^9-4o-a^   3492,   3502-4.  arfc 

(reported  withdrawal  of  proposal,  acfcr. 

"575-7.  3886  F  .  5«5J. 

Questions  by — 

Mr.  HahoQ,  issue  of  Treasury  Bonds, 

Oovemmerit's  intention,  4339 
Mr.     O'Malley,     Fremantle  municipal 

loan,  1900;  Mr.  Hedges,  2007 

BODGR. 
Senaie : 

Papen  laid  on  table  and  statement  by 
Senator  Sir  Robert  Best  on,  m.,  Aat 
papers  be  printed,  3454;  debated,  3515, 

2714,  2842,  2905;  m.  agreed  to,  3934 
Simultaneous      consideration      by  both 
Houses,    supply.    783;    unwisdom  of. 
Budget,  2723-4-9 
Urgency  of,  and  delay  in  delivery,  sup- 
fly,  64S,  681-2,  691-3-6. 
Questions  by — 
Senator  Clemons,  reported  non-delivery 

until  October,  865 
Senator  Pearce,  simultaneous  considera- 
tion by  both  Houses,  2146-7 
Senator  Pulsford,  simultaneous  distribu* 
tion  of  Budget  papers  in  both  Houses, 

House  of  Representaiives  : 

Budget  statement  delivered  by  Sir  John 

Forrest,  2413;  debated,  3436,  34^  3565, 

3793,  2863  , 
Urgency  and  date  of  and  delay  in  delivery, 

t«ttly.   476-8.   Soo-i.6-8,   515.  531-33, 

595-7-9.  600 
Quettioas  by — 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown,  date  of  delivery, 
1313:  Mr.  Henry  Willis,  1419 

Sir  William  Lyne,  alteration  of  Budget 
proposals,  3770 

Coinage. 
Senate  : 

New   coinage,    when    to   be  circulated. 

House  of  Refreseniatives  ^ 

Australian  coinage,  date  of  establishment 

and  profits  from,  Budget,  2419 
New  coinage,  use  of  word  "  Emperor," 

adj.,  1361-2,  3653 
Silver  comage,  profits  to  Commonwealth 
from  minting  of,  address,    raa,  393; 
adj.,  165-6;  minting  in  Australia,  tuf- 
fly,  7099-100 
Questions  by — 
Mr.   Crouch,  new  coinage,  inscription 
on,  1302,  3766;  power  to  insert  new 
clause   in   Bill,    2767;    promise  by 
Treasurer  to  decimalize,  6536 
Mr.  Fowler,  decimalization  of,  1430 


'TtEASiXt—eoniinued. 
Coinage — toHtinued. 

Questions  by — 

Mr.  Kelly,  dies,  cost  of,  2199;  ordering 
of,  Mr.  McDonald,  3300 

Dr.  Maloney,  copper  coins,  reduction 
of  size,  6536;  lace  value  of  coinage 
from  one  ton  of  capper,  and  cast  of 
minting,  7067 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith,  new  coins,  currency 
beyond  Australia,  2199;  instructions 
by  Imperial  Government,  Dr. 
Maloney,  2199 

Mr.  Storrer,  representation  of  Tas- 
mania, in  design,  130a 

ESTIUA-nS  OF  RCVENUB  AND  EXPEKDITUU. 
Senate : 

Delay  in  dealing  with,  sufply,  7140 
Laid  on  table,  3454 

Pxovision   for   extraordinary  expenditure, 

sufply,  7140-3 

House  of  Representatives: 
Messages  from  Governor-General  trans- 
mitting Estimates  of  Revenue  and  Ex- 
penditure for  year  ending  3otb  June, 
1910,  and  Estimates  of  Expenditure  for 
Additions,  New  Works,  Buildings,  &c., 
for  30th  June,  1910,  and  recommending 
appropriations  accordingly,  2412 ;  and 
transmitting  supplementary  F.stimates 
of  Expenditure,  and  supplementary  Esti- 
mates of  Expenditure  for  Additions, 
•  New  Works,  and  Buildings  for  year 
ended  30th  June,  1908,  and  recom- 
mending appropriation  accordingly, 
6023 

Passing  of,  before  close  of  Budget  de- 
bate and  introduction  of  Bill  relating 
to  agreement  with  State  Premiers, 
Budget,  2883,  3884,  3S86,  2^;  adj., 
3903,  2904 

Preparation  of,  supply,  477 

Redaction  of,  responsibility  for,  suffly, 

Kevotes,    supply,    3592-6-9,  3600-4,  2734, 

37.15.  37.^8,  2743,  3383 
Works  and  Buildings  Estimates,  delay  in 

passing,  ad;.,  2703.3;  supply,  2738,  2741, 

3743 

[See  SupPLT.] 

EXPRNDITURE. 

Senate : ' 

Growth  of  Departmental,  Budget,  3553-5, 

3922-4 

Increaseil,  want   of    provision    for,  38I43, 
2848,  3849,  2851,  2853,  2855 
House  of  Representatives  : 

Probable,  in  1930,  Budget,  28067-8-9 

•'Contingencies"  under  Supply  Bill  (No. 
I),  sufply,  601-7,  638 

Departmental,  responsibility  for  reduction 
of,  supply,  526 

Estimated  expenditure  for  1909-10,  com- 
pared with  expenditure  of  previous 
years.  Budget,  2415 

For  1908-9,  Budget,  3413;  principal  in- 
creases. Budget,  2415 
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Treasury — continued. 


'rnASVRY—cottiinued. 


Finance  :  Financial  Rexattons  with  States. 
St  note : 

Agreement  made  st  Premiers'  Conference, 

Budget^  2516-8,  2524-7-30-1,  2543-7, 
_  2551-3,  2726-7,  3730,  2855-60,  2906,  2918 
uriabuie     Labour    Cosference  scheme. 

Budget,  3572,  2739,  2730-1,  3907-18 
Proposals  of  Goverameat   and  lelatiou 

with   States,  address.  63,   107;  sufiiy, 

651-8 

States  Premiers,  conference  with,  in  re- 
gard to,  supply^  651-2 

Special  adjoummenl,  lo  enable  Ministers 
tu  attend  Premiers'  Confereace,  movedi 
3456;  debated,  3457;  agreed  to  on 
division,  3481 

Questions  by — 

Senntor  Pearce,  agreement  with  Pre- 
miers, supplies  of  copies  of,  asoS, 
and  report  of  proceerings  of  Con- 
ference, 250Q ;  Senator  Givens,  5969 

Senator  Pulsford,  transfer  of  State 
guarantees,  3508,  2815,  3107,  3410 

House  of  Represenlativei  : 

Agreement  made  at  Premiers'  Conference, 
ad;.,  2764-6;  Budget,  2565-6,  2579-80-1- 
2-3,  2793,  2796,  2797,  2800,  2S02,  2807, 
2810,  281 1 ,  28t)4,  2873 ;  supply,  7 193, 
7203-6 ;  position  of  Government  sup- 
porters, expl.,  4357 

Amount  returned  to  States,  IQ08-9, 
Budget,  2413 ;  estimated  return  for 
1909-10,  241 5 ;  iimounts  returned  each 
year  from  ist  July,  1901,  2417 

Brisbane  Labour  Conference  scheme. 
Budget,  2430,  J570,  2572,  2800,  3803, 
2873 

Constitution  Alteration  (Finance)  Bill, 
introduction  of,  supply,  2882-3 ;  expe- 
diting consideration  of,  adj.,  3802-3, 
4060J  division  upon  amdts.,  adj.,  5386, 
5499;  exfl.,  4037-8.  5332,  5-153:  state- 
ment by  Leader  of  Opposition  as  to 
State  rights,  adj.,  5745;  question  ot 
privilege  as  to,  m.  for  3R.  being  for- 
mally moved,  5805-8 

Financial  position  of  Commonwealth,  ne- 
cessity for  Government  statement,  sup- 
ply,  6037,  6054 ;  statement  by  Treasurer 
and  denale  thereon ;  supply,  7191-4, 
7203-6,  7277-80 

Financial  relations,  proposals  of  Govern- 
ment, address,  34,  lai,  131,  387*8>  suf- 
fly.  479-82,  516,  522,  537-32,  633  J 
Budget,  2424,  3442-3,  248q 

Fisher  Government,  proposals  for  adjust- 
ment of,  Budget,  2429-30 

Leave  to  give  notice  for  leave  to  intro- 
duce Bill  relating  to,  refused,  3048 

Premiers'  Conference,  obs.,  2557-8 ; 
that  corrc^ipondence  as  to,  be  printed, 
moved,  2130;  debated,  2i34;agreed  to, 
2146;  m.,  foT  special,  adj.,  moved  and 
debated,  3312-50,  3406 ;  agreed  to  on 
division,  3408 

Settlement  of,  ad;,,  I3fi 

Slate  Premiers,  discussion  of  with, 
address,  40,  iqo;  conference  with,  sup- 
ply, 600;  Budget,  3439-43-3-8q,  3502; 
correspondence  as  to  conference  with, 
adj.,  958 


Finance  :  Financial  Relations  with  Statm— 

criittinued. 

Questions  by — 

Mr.  Fisher,  Premiers'  Conference 
agreement,  statement  by  Mr.  Wade, 

3333 

Mr.  Frazer,  Constitution  Altermtion 
(Finance)  Bill,  intention  to  proceed 
with,  4937,  5050 

Mr.  Hughes,  Constitution  Alteration 
(Finance  and  State  Debu)  Bills,  ai- 
rnngement  as  to,  at  Conference,  4159; 
Mr.  Hutchison,  secret  arrugemeats  as 
to,  with  State  Governments,  4655 

Mr.  Kelly,  Constitution  Alteration 
(Finance)  Bill;  report  of  speech  hj 
leader  of  Labour  par^,  403a;  Go- 
vernment's intentions  with  regud  to 
Bill,  Mr.  Frazer,  4937 

Mr.  McDonald,  Premiers'  Conference, 
report  of  proceedings,  462 ^ 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith,  Premiers'  Omferenee 
agreement.  Commonwealth  contribn- 
tion  to  sinking  fund,  3333;  Mr. 
O'Malley  and  Mr.  Hutchison,  3334 

GovKRNUENT  Pbinteb.    [See  "  Punting."] 

Tnvaiid  Pensions. 

Senate : 

Payment  of,  Budget,  3733-9 

'   House  0/  Jl epre tentative s : 

Proclamation  as  to  payment  of,  fatlute 
to  issue,  supply,  7086-93,  7095-8;  adj., 
7290-4 

I'ayment  of,  Budget,  3499-500 
Questions  bv — 

Mr.    Frazer,    proclamation   as   to  pay- 
ment of,  370, '  7065 
Mr.  Willis,  estimate  of  cost  of,  46S3i 
4744 

Old-ace  Pensions. 
Senate.- 

Administration,  Budget,  2842-3 ;  suffly, 
3415-6,  7156-60;  adj.,  4'09-23.  49M-7 

Applications  in  Western  Australia,  mmj., 
1415 ;  333* ;  supply,  3416-31 J  and  re- 
port as  to,  supply,  wo-ii 

Attitude  of  Senator  St.  Ledger,  tx^., 
3006 

Case  of  Mr.  Chaier,  Perth,  adj.,  3943-^> 
3432 ;  and  of  a  half-caste  pensioaer  u 
New  South  Wales,  adj.,  2944-5;  case  of 
Mr.  T.  C.  Williams,  Subiaco,  and  action 
of  Mr.  Green,  0^7.,. 4924-7,  6534 

Deputy  Commissioners  and  Stalls,  salaries 
and  q  jaIi6cations,  supply,  7156-9 

Payment  of  and  provision  for,  address^  to. 
23-4,  106;  exfl.,  537;  Budget,  384>.3-53 

Special  Magistrates,  mffly,  341^26 

Questions  by — 
Senator  Cameron,  average  amount  per 
head  paid,  3814 


May  M  to  December  8,  1909. 


Tbkasust— ffffiA'fivrtf. 

Old-age  i^Etisions—cffntinued. 
Questions  by — 
Senator  Hendenoa,  delay  in  dealing 
with  applications  in  Western  Austra- 
lia, 1473*  number  made  and 
granted,  1831,  1954,  2254,  3609;  ap- 
pointment of  special  officers  to  deal 
with,  3859 ;  and  aYoidance  of  overtime, 
Senator  Needham,  3859,  39*5;  reasons 
for  delay  in  granting.  Senator  Pearce, 
Mog,  2814,  3410;  and  for  delay  in 
South  Australia,  Senator  Guthrie, 
2254  ;  Senator  Vardon,  6584,  6795 

Senator   Henderson,   deductimis  from, 

2703 

Senator  McColl,  Watson  Miners'  Sus- 
tentation  Fund,  6584 

Senator  Pulsford,  deduction  of  Im- 
perial pension,  2814 

Senator  Story,  Mr,  J.  D.  Wood  and 
deductions,  3914,  4008,  4124 

Senator  Walker,  Exclusion  of  Maoris. 
3108 

Jieute  of  Refresenlaiives : 

Amending  Bill,  speedy  consideration  of, 
adj.,  1468-70 

Administration,  Budget,  2581;  adj.,  2606- 
8.  3103,  3599,  3603,  4060-5.6-7;  tuffly, 
a687*9i.j,  2700-1.2,  3368-9-77,  338&.b8, 
3401-8.    3525-9-3'-S-9.    4^53-78,  si"-4. 

adj.  (formal),  3510-23 
Applications,   dcla^    in    dealing   with,  in 
Western  Australia,  suffiy,  4253.4,  4377, 

Borrowing  to  provide  for,  Budget,  2431- 
43-41; 

Case  of  William  Hill,  Budget,  2581; 
case  of  Charles  Anderson,  adj.,  3813: 
cases  of  William  Silvester,  Mary  Cran- 
detl,  and  John  Bourke,  sufply,  4257; 
J.  K.  Perrott  and  Harry  Carrier,  4258; 
Mrs.  Anderson,  5122-3;  Mr.  Eckman. 
SI27 

Cost  of,  Budget,  2416-7-8,  2798;  and 
effect  on  revenue,  3424-8-39 

Deductions  from,  adj.,  1830,  3449,  3040. 
4060-5 ;  supply,  3377-86-7-9.97,  3406, 
3525-30-0-91  51  "-4,  5119-20,  6035 

Delay  in  payments,  Queensland,  adj , 
1718.  1721;  exfl.,  1415-6;  South  Aus- 
Walia,  adj.,  4062 ;  at  Maryborough, 
Queensland,  and  complaint  against  sub- 
officer,  supply,  7099;  obs.,  7169 

Inmates  of  charitable  institutions,  pay. 
ments    to,    supply,    3387-91-4-5;  expL, 

Ixjss  of  naturalization  papers,  adj.,  1717 
1721,  1738 

Method  and  places  of  payment.  su-M>lv 
59<Woo,  4*77.  S"7  ' 

Number  of  claims  received  and  dealt 
with,  supply,  4359 

Number  of  pensions'  being  paid.  Budget, 
34^8 

Payment  of  and  provision  for,  addrett, 

123,  131;  supply,  481-7.8,  504-5.  508-Z1. 

15-10,  sao-i,  533-4,  593-6 


TnJkSVSt— continued. 
Old-age  Pensions— r0«ft'murf. 

Post  oEGces,  payments  at,  where  no  money 
order  c^ce,  adj.,  .4066-7 ;  supply, 
4268-9;  seating  accommodation  at 
Flattwurg  post  office,  tuppiy,  5131-3 

Questions  in  pension  papers,  and  reduc- 
tion  of,  adj.,  3450-3.  4060-4,  7293 ;  sup- 

„  fly.  34o;j-5,  5137.  7087-8-9* 

Responsibility  of  States,  Budget,  3439-42, 

.3507 

Transfer   of   certificates,  accommodation 

for  pensioners,  adj.,  1039-40 
Undermanning  Central  Staff,  New  Sonth 

Wales,  adj.,  2453-3 
Why  necessary.  Budget,  2431 
Questions  by — 
Mr.   Bamford,  payments  by  police,  1144 ; 
by  letter-carriers,  Mr.  Mauger,  3560 ; 
amdt.  of  Act  in  regard  to  property, 
6368 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown,  payment  at  post 
offices,  whether  money  order  offices  or 
not,  3657 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown,  reductions  on  State 
pensions,  3129 

Mr.  Chanter,  caSe  of  Mary  Smith,  of 

Hav,  and  payments  at  Wyalong,  1787, 

2175,  2405.87 
Mr.   Coon,    delayed    cases,  payments 

from  time  of  application,  4358;  Mr. 

Thomas  Brown,  5454 
Mr.  Crouch,  administration,  application 

of  William  Hilt,  Geelong,  1090;  right 

of  an  institution  to  retain  a  pensicmer's 

book,  3487 
Mr.    Fraser,    reduction    of  residence 

period,  notice  to  magistrates,  3947 

Mr,  Glynn,  amending  Bill  and  natural- 
ization, 113 

Mr.  Hedges,  collection  by  institutions, 
131a;  delays  in  Western  Australia, 
2560;  claims  of  inmates  of  Old  Men's 
Homes,  Western  Australia,  2488, 
3605 

Mr.  Hutchison,  applicatiohs  at  Victor 
Harbor,  1531 ;  payment  to  applicants 
not  earning  more  than  los.  per  week, 
3153 

Dr.  Liddell,  pensioners  in  Maitland 
Benevolent  Asylum,  3560,  2653 

Mr.  Livingston,  delay  at  Mount  Gam- 
bier,  "  Magistrates  on  strike,"  3298 

Mr,  Mahon,  hearing  of  applications, 
1301 

Dr.  Maloney,  cases  of  W.  Daley,  P. 
Boyham,  E.  J.  Leonard,  G.  L. 
Blane,  3153;  case  of  P.  Boyham, 
3360;  case  of  C.  L.  Smith,  and  in- 
comes of  claimants,  3524;  deductions 
on  account  of  eamingSi  3715;  circu- 
lar to  magistrates  and  registrars  as 
to  questions,  3808;  case  of  Mrs. 
Fahey  and  acknowledgment  of  re- 
ceipt of  claims,  4070;  distribution  of 
forms,  5454,  6462;  cases  of  Mr.  A. 
Major,  5809,  Mrs.  Martha  Groves 
and  Mr.  Angus  ^'Nichola^n  646: 
pensioneiiOl^^^VlilPi^S^ 
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Tbeasukt — eantinued. 

Old-ace  Pensions — continued. 
Queitioiu  by — 

Dr.  Maloney,  questions  to  applicants, 
1312,  aaoo,  3715.  3808;  Mr.  O'Malley, 
3201 ;  Mr.  Atkinson,  2560;  Mr.  Coon, 
^715,  3808 

Mt.  Mathews,  delayed  applications,  date 
of  payments,  31J9 

Mr  McDougall,  claims  from  country 
towns,  delay  in  dealing  wiflij  4744 

Mr.  Poynton,  delay  io  dealing  with  ap- 
plications in  Eyre's  Peninsula,  South 
Australia,  4068 

Mr.  Poynton,  pensions  for  females  over 
60,  538 

Dr.  Salmon,  seating  accommodation  for 

pensioners,  1312 
Mr.  Sinclair,  disposition  of  unpaid  jwr- 

tion   of    deceased    pensioner's  claim. 

2653 

Mr.  ].  Thomson,  remittal  of  to  persons 
not  within  reach  of  post  offices,  3657 

Mr.  Watkins,  applications,  Newcastle, 
complaint  of  delay,  2200;  refusal  of 
pension  to  claimants  on  Miners'  Ac- 
cident Fund,  3334,  3360;  t™e 
consideration  of  amending  Bill,  4068, 
5710 

Mr.  Willis,  cost  of  for  1909-10,  4744 


Printing. 

Senate.-  • 
Government  Printer,  allowance  to,  suffty, 
7160-t 

Motion  by  Senator  Givens,  for  return  as 
to  cost  of  prmting  Hansard  and  Govern- 
ment Gateite,  and  cost  of  advertising, 
1379 

Motion  by  Senator  Needham  for  select 
committee,  on  arrangement  with  Vic* 
lorian  Government,  proposed,  ^39;  de- 
bated. 1768;  negatived  on  division,  1773 

Prison  labour,  Western  Australia,  suf^y, 

Stamp  prmtmg :  machinery,  vote  for, 
tufflyt  2840 ;  Stamps  Branch,  incxc- 
ments  to  ofccers,  suffly,  43>8-9;  com- 
plaints and  pay  of  female  and  tem- 
porary employes,  iuffly.  5511-26,  7i6a-3 

Queittoni  b^— 

Senator  Givens,  return  as  to  cost  of 
printing  Hansard  and  Government 
Ganette,  2994 
Senator  Henderson,  prison  labour,  2609, 
299s ;  Stamps  branch,  complaints  and 
pav  of  female  employis,  4700,  5502, 
6584,  7020 
House  of  Refresentatives: 

Stamp  printing  machinery,  vote  for,  suf- 
fly,  2764;  Stamp  printing  branch,  em- 
ployes in,  suffty,  yioo-i 
Temporary  employes,  supply.  7099,  7101 
Questions  by— 

Dr.     Maloney,     female    employes  in 

Stamp  printing  branch,  7170 
Mr.  Tudor,  supernumerariei  engaged  in 
stamp  printing,  4849 


Trbasukt — continued. 

Retknuc. 
Senate  : 

Increase  of,  suffty,  43«o-"' 
House  of  Refresentatives: 

Actual    revenue    available    to  CommOB- 

wealth,  Budget,  3416 
Estimated  revenue  for  1909-10  compared 
with  revenue  of  previous  years,  Buatet, 
a4r4;  for  1908-9,  Budget,  0413 
Increase    in    quarterly    return,  tutftf, 

Inaatioa  of,  Budget,  2567-8 
Refunds  of.  suffiy,  644 

[See  RivsNtM,  "Trade  and  Costoks." 

Stamps  Pbinting  Branch.   [See  '*PRniTiHG-"] 

SxAix  Debts. 
Senate: 

Consolidation  of  and  loan  policy,  address, 
57 

Questions  by  Senator  St.  Ledger,  appoint- 
ment of  Committee  of  Inquiry,  4»24; 
loans  redeemed  by  new  loans  and 
average  rate  of  interest  on  redemptioa 
loans,  4415 

House  of  Refresentatives: 
Public  debt  of  general  ^nd  local  Govern- 
ments, and  per  head  of  popnlaUon,  Ac-, 

Tra"nsS'  SJ'  Budget,   2569^2-4.  2803-4. 

Tablf'^slowing  amount  of  public  debtt 
which  can  be  taken  over  at 
per  head,   and  interest  payable,  ftc, 

317s 
Questions  by — 

M  r .    Crouch ,    t  ran  sf  e  r    of     State  and 

municipal  debts,  3656 
Mr.  Wise,   amendment  of  Constitution, 
empowering  transfer  of  all  debts  of 
States,  1787 

[See  FiNAMCc] 

Supply. 
Senate: 


Delay  in  passing  Supply  Bill  No.  i»  mf- 
fty,  764-82;  and  Supply  Bill  No.  1, 
iuffly,  3415,  43" 

Supply  Bills,  method  of  dealing  with, 

fly,  5503-7  .  - 

Temporary  supply,  grant  of,  tufff* 
647-9-58.  681-6,  68S-98 

House  of  Refresentatives: 

Additions,  new  works,  and  bnitdingt 
(Home  Affairs  and  Trade  and  Cu^ 
toms),  2587;  [Defence),  2596,  2734, 
2762;  (Postmaster-General),  2746-ei 
(Treasury  and  Eitemal  Altairt),  2762 
Committee  of,  517,  3360,  Budget, 
2413,  2488,  2565,  2792,  2862;  Estimates, 
2971,  3031,  7067,  7172;  m.s.o.  and  ad. 
ref.,  7191;    Sufftementary  EtHmmtet 
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TjiMAwmr—effntinMed. 

Supply — (onlinued. 

Formal,  m.,  of,  1203-3,  2681-3702,  4253, 
5106-34,  6024-58 

Grant  of,  while  no-confidence  motion  be- 
fore Parliament,  abs.,  438 

Motion  to  set  up  com.  of,  moved  and  de- 
bated, 3543;  agreed  to  on  divitioa, 
|54|;  m.  to  resolve  into  com.  of,  5134, 

Supply— 

Attorney-General,  7078 
Defence,  7173 

External   Affairs,  2971,  3021,  7067 
Home  Affairs,  7106,  717a 
Postmaster-Generai,  7179 
The  Parliament,  2893,  7191,  7476 
Trade  and  Customs,  7172 
Treasury,  7086 
Temporary    supply,    grant    of,  suffly, 
47»-5.  483-6-9.  501-4-6,  509-10,  518-20-32, 
593 

Supply  Birx  (No.  a). 
Semaie.- 

Delay  in  ilitioducing,  supfiy,  3415,  4310 
Sause  Iff  Refresenlatives: 
Delay  in  introducing  and  charges  of  ob- 
struction, adj.,  3601 
Questions  by — ' 
Mr.  Fowler  and  Mr.  Vatcbelor,  delay 
in  passing,  oon-paymeDt    of  public 
servants'  salaries,  3509;  Mr.  Tudor, 
1573!  Mr-  Batcbelor  and  Mr.  Tudor, 
3605 

Suuuis  RcvxHCB  Bill. 
Houst  of  RtfretentaHvet: 
Saving  to  Victoria,  exfi.  and  *.<».,  7171-a 
Statement  by  Sir  George  Reid  ai  to  atti- 
tude of  Sir  William  Lyne,  exfl.,  i^XK-^ 
Question  by  Mr.  Thomas,   statement  "by 
Minister  of  Defence,  as  to  savins  to 
Victoria,  717* 


T^san—eontiHued. 
Taxation. 
Senate  : 

Direct,  Budget,  2909-10;  power  to  impoM 

disputed,  2910  J  adj,,  3944 
For  defence  purposes,  address,  100 
Income  tax,  address,  58,  107 
Indirect,  supply,  652-8 
Land  tax,  address,  11,  16.20,  38-9,  58-9, 

63.  6?-7a.  75-7.  79-8».  89,  gS'^oi,  107.9; 

supply,  657,  768;  Budget.  2537.8,  2556, 

2724-5 

Land  taxation  10  Japan,  supply,  641.3 
Mr.  Dcakin's  attitude   to  land  taxation, 
supply,  668 

House  of  Representatives: 

Australia  and  New  ZeaHnd,  table  showing 

taxation  in,  3176 

Direct  taxation,  Budget,  2501 

Land  tax,  address,  49,  131,  288-9,  297-8; 
adj.,  140,  155,  159,  166,  181,  184.  i88-9, 
193-4;  supply,  603.9-11-12,  633-25-7, 
o»7-3o,  635.7;  Budget,  r430,  3887 

Mr.  Deakin's  attitude  on  land  taxation, 
adj.,  181-2,  188,  193 

Questions  by — 

Mr.   Hedges,   Commonwealth  securities. 

State  taxation  of,  6368 
Mr.  Kelly,  Land  Tax  Assessment  Bill, 

date  of  proceeding  with,  6537 

TBEAsufiM's  Advance. 

House  of  Representatives: 

Extent  of  vote  on  temporary  Supply  Bill, 
supply,  471.3-7,  593-4;  object  of,  sup- 

r*y,  044-0 

'  Ways  and  Means. 

House  of  Representatives: 
Committee  of,  592,  5438 
Resolution  Covering  resolutions  of  Supply 
{Estimates)  adopted,  7191;  (Supplemen- 
tary BsHmates,  1907-8),  7389 


rrint.I  and  Published  for  the  Government  of  the  Commonwealth  of  AosrrtCijKlm  il^iup 
Government  Printer  for  the  State  of  VittoHa^i^ed  b^V30Dgle  ' 


^5 


»  \ 


* 


■>7 


>  > 


5>\  V 


> 


